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WEDNESDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, Marce) 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
ATHERTON MAIZE POOL BOARD-AliiOUNT 

BoRROWED FOR ADVANCES AND EsTDIATED 
CROP. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham), without 
notice, asked the Secretary for Agriculture

" Has the hon. gentleman received 
information with regard to the following 
questions, which I asked yost·erday:-

1. \Vhat amount has been borrowed 
by the Atherton Maize Pool Board for 
tl1e purpose of making advances this 
year? 

2. Has the money, if any, been bor
rowed from the Treasury ? 

3. If not from the Treasury, from 
what bank and on what terms of 
interest? 

4. What advance per bushel has the 
Pool Board made to date? 

5. What is the 0sti~&ated t<Jtal crop 
in the distr.ict this year?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGHICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) replied-

" 1. £40,000. 
"2. No. 
"3. From the Commonwealth Bank, at 

6~ pBr cent. interest. 
" 4. 1s. e.d. per bushel. 
"5. 16,577 tons, as per returns sup

plied by growers." 
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REQUEST FOR REPORT BY PCBLIC WORKS Cmr-
l\IISS!OX OX PROPOSED l£XTENS!O:-i OF 
DUGANDAN RAILWAY. 

Mr. BELL (Fassifcn>) aslwd the Secretary 
for Rail" ays-

" \Vill he recommend th<:> Cabinet to 
instruct the Public Vi' arks Commission to 
investigate and report upon the proposed 
extension of the Dugandan line, in vie\\
of the fact that it wil serve one of the 
finest lucnrne-growing distrirts of the 
State?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILIVAYS 
(:Hon. J. Larcombe, [( cppel) replied-

" Not at the present time." 

REFRIGERATING PLANT. BRISBANE SICK CHIL
DREN'S HoSPITAir~TENDERERS AXD CosT 01' 
INSTALLA'£ION. 

Mr. MAXWELL (1'oozconu) asked the Sec
retary for Public Works-

" 1. What was the cost of installing ilw 
refrigerating plant in the Brisbane Sick 
Children's Hospital' 

" 2. Who were the tondorcrs (if a.uy)? 
" 3. Who was the successful tcndcrer' 
" 4. If not tendered fvr, who Gccurcd 

the ordm· ?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinders), for the SECRETARY 
FOR PUBLIC WORKS (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, ftfackay), replied-

" 1. £1,196 9s. 9d. 
" 2. 3, and 4. Sec answers to your 

que<,tion in re installation of heating and 
cooking appliances on the 9th instant. 
which embodies the information now 
sought." 

STATE1!ENT BY PRESIDENT OF QuEENSLAND 
CHAMBER OF MANuFACTl'RERS in re 
DEVELOPMENT OF SECONDARY INDUSTRIES. 

:Mr. CLAYTON (TVide IJay) asked the Prc
n1ier-

" 1. Has his attention bE,en drawn to 
the statement made recently by the pre-,i
dent of the Queensland Chamber of Manu
facturers 'that Queensland was making 
less progress per capita of any of the 
States in the development of secondary 
industries ' ? 

" 2. Does he not consider that tho 
printed statistics give ns0 for mo.'t 
serious consideration?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Thcodorc. 
Chillauoe) replied-

" 1 and 2. 'I'hc statement alleged to 
have been made by the pre,ident of the 
QuNmsland Chamber of JI.Ianufacturers, 
' that Qucensland was making less pro
gress per capita of any of the States. in 
the development of secondary industries ' 
is not correct. The Official Y car Book 
points out-

(i.) ' In the case of Queensland, \Vest. 
ern Australia, and Tasmania, the 
year ends on the 31st December, 
and in New S'outh \Vales, Vic
toria, and South Australia on the 
30th June, six months later.' The 
number of persons employed in 
the ·different periods, of course, 
varies considerably. 

(ii.)· The number of factories in each 
State does not necessarily furnish 
an accurate indication of the 
extent of progress of manufactur
ing throughout Australia, since 
the larger manufactures in many 
cases tend to absorb smaller 
enterprises. 

" However, the latest figures given as 
a total increase in value of output of 
factories ov·er a five-year period, 1918 to 
1922, show-

£ 
Queensland increased ... .. . 10,000,000 
South Australia increased ... 4,000,000 
West Australia increased .. . 4,000,000 
Tasmania increased 100,000 
and the increase in value of output per 
head of mean population during the 
period was-

Queensland 9.03 
South Australia 4.35 
West Amtralia 11.13 
Tasmania (decrease) 1.50 

"New South \Vales, South Australia, 
and Victoria show a larger percentage 
of child labour to the total number of 
fac·tory employees. The figures are-

New South Wales 5.41 
South Australia 5.49 
Victoria .. 4.76 
Queen,]and 4.38 
Tasmania 4.17 
\Yost Australia 3.51." 

HATIFICATIOX OF AGREEMgxT BETWEEN PRE1IIER 
AND PASTORALISTS. 

:'llr. TA YLOR (Windsor), without notice, 
'"ked the Pr<:>mier-

,, \Vhat stop··, if any, have been taken 
bv the GovBrnment to ratify the agrec
n~cnt made by the Premier with the 
pastoralists during his recent visit to 
LoJJdon?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
l'hillayn") replied-

" The only steps taken wore taken while 
I was in London. The Government were 
communicated with and approv0d of the 
settlement, and to that extent, of course, 
it was ratified. The settlement provides 
for its operation by administrative m· 
executiYe action, and it is not n0cessary 
to legislate to bring it into effect. I 
sta.ted earlier that if it were found to 
be necessarv, in order to make the settlc
nwnt fu!lv 'operative, to amend the Act. 
an amend,ment of the Act would be rm1dc•. 
Thoro is no desire to avoid the full effort 
of the settlement arirve-d at in London." 

Mr. 'I'AYLOR: It will be of a permanent 
na tnre? 

AcDlTOR-GENERAL's REPORT. 

Mr. TAYLOR (TFindsor). without notice, 
w;ked the Premier-

" Will he inform the House when tho 
Auditor-General's report >vill be avail
able?" 

The l'HKI\IIEE (Hon. K G. 'Thcodorc•, 
ChillarJnt) replied-

" I ha.ve n<Jt the information. but I 
will make inquiries of the Auditor
General and let hon. members know." 
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TRA \'ELLING ExPENSES OF ;\IlxrsTERS. 

Mr. MORGAK (Jiurilla), without notice, 
asked the Premier-

" \Y.hen will the information asked for 
in the motion agreed lo by the House on 
14th August, in reference to the tra vd
ling 0xpcnses of 1\Iinistcrs during the 
financial year ended 30th June, 1924, be 
available?" 

Tho PREMIER (Hon. K G. Theodore, 
Chi/lar1o<) rc>plicd-

,, The information is b··ing compiled, 
and I hope to ha.ve it readv to table next 
\YC'Ck." ~ 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Manager, State Advances 
Corporation (Advances to Settler.; 
Branch), for the year ended 30th 
June, 1924. 

SUPPLY. 

RES DIPTJON OF COThDIITTEE-TWELFTH 

ALLOTTED DAY. 
(Jir. Pollock, (hcgm·y, in the chair.) 

DEP-iRnJEN'r OF PcBLIC IxsTRcCTION. 
CHIEJT OFEICE. 

Question stated-
" That £25,212 be granted for 'Chief 

Office.'" 

Mr. W. COOPER (IIosewood): Vi'hcn pro
gress ,,, as reported last night I was referring 
to the fallacy of using broomsticks as 
weapons. and entering into peaceful negotia
tions with the yellow races of the world. The 
literature which has been circulated in our 
fchool hoob includes stories of the deeds of 
men belonging to the British Empire, and 
their actions in the defence of the country 
of which we are a part, and in the minds 
-of our children. no doubt, heroes arc created. 
It is a Yery ease- thing to create a hero. I 
will ;:;ive an example of how easy it is for 
.f'hildrcn, and even grovvn-ups, tO create a 
hero in their own minds. Let me take mv 
ovvn farnily, because this iR a matter whjch 
hos actually come under mv notice and I 
know more about my own 'boys th~n I do 
about other boys. I had occasion to go 
dcwn th0 street one clay, and I got into a 
heated argument with a man weighing 15 
-or· 16 stone. He wanted to fight me on the 
street, and after l had told him that J was 
responsible for -disposing of one of the 
greatest pugilists who has over lived-Peter 
J aclc<on-in about three and a-half rounds, 
he suddenly camo to the conclusion that if 
ho started a brawl with mo he might get 
hurt. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KING: Bluff counts sometimes, but not 
always. 

Mr. W. COOPER : I am just showing how 
a hPro can be created. After the man had 
left and I was going home with one of my 
Lo.ys \~ho wa<:; about six years of age, n1y boy 
""'d. · Dad, that man was a hero who was 
\Yanting to fight with you to-day." I said 
" How is that?" He said " I-low 1nan~ 
times have you told us that ~ou have bcatc;, 
at least sixty men during your lifetime in 
listicuff encounters? vYould 'it not have been 
a feat for you to beat him? Don't you think 

he wag a hero to aitompt such a thing as 
that?" That 1s how heroes are created in 
the minds of boys. Every boy believes that 
hio father, if he had lind in the timo of 
David, would have been able to kill Goliath. 
(Laughter.) So it is with a nation. Blood 
i:-_; ahvays thicker than \Vater, and the 
moment one's familv is attacked the rest o£ 
the family gather together to defend their 
hearth and home. So it is with every 
nation, aud regardless of whtlt we may 
attempt to teach our boys in the school. we 
shall never do away wi1h patriotism. 
Patriotisn1 is born in cv0t:y man and 
woman. No matter what we rna-, teach our 
children in the schools. we arc. not going 
to do away with the patriotic feeling they 
have for their native land. If that is so. it 
is hardly nocessarv for us to- bother with 
any stor.ies about heroes in the wars which 
have been fought by the British Empire. or 
any other Empire, because whc>n the children 
grow up they will see those thi-ngs in the 
san1o light as \ve see th('In in to-day. I 
learned British history in the school books 
when I w0nt to school, but I altered my 
opinion abrmt heroes "-hen I grew up, and 
was able to understand the reasons whv wars 
hav<:> been fought. Th0 onlv thing to· which 
I object is that the school books and histories 
give only one side of the (JUcstion. If they 
]1laccd side by side with the story of the 
de<eds pcrfornwd by men of the past the 
reasons which brought a bout the battles and 
"·ars in which they occurred. then the 
children would have an opportunity to judge 
for themselves. 

There is another phase of the question 
which perhaps has not appealed to very 
manv men. It is that no matter what we 
may' do in the school books in the presenta
tion of the historv of war. we still have in 
the art galleries pictm-e-c. which illustrate tho 
heroism displayed by men in the past. Are 
we to do away with all our art galleries, or 
those pictures \vhich show to children more 
plainlv than allv school historv can teach 
them 'what war "is like, a1'cl what is likelv 
to occur if we have another war? I would 
like to 'a'' this to the Minister-that the 
hon. member for \Vynnum in c:>mmcncing 
this debate himself started war, and if war 
can be begun in a peaceful Chamber of this 
kind by such a peaceful-natured man as the 
hon. member for \Yynnnm, is it not likely 
to be very easy to start othPr wars? The 
hon. member for \Vvnmun made an attecck 
on the }fi·nist--'r for .. something he said five 
Ot" six years ago. I believe a man is either 
a fool or a vcrv 'viso man who never alters 
his opinion. ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
I have not altered that opinion yet. I still 
eland to it. 

:!\Ir. W. COOPER : The J\Iinister has on., 
rcclf'eming trait in his character--(laul!ht'r) 
-that is consistency. (R-enewed laughter.) 
He has stood up to what he said in the past, 
and he is cnd('.1vouring to carry it out RR 

the administrator of the department. I am 
not goinc; to sa'' that the Minister is going 
to do all that h" said he wonld do, but he 
has quite recenllv been created a hew him
self b-. the VNv .. fact that he has hcen so 
much· advertised. By attacking him. the 
ho-n. member for Wynnnm has given him a 
greater advertisement tha•n he would other
wise have received. 

The 0ducation of the children should 
receive the serious consideration o£ the men 

Mr. W. Cooper.l 
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who are chosen to control it. In niy opinion, 
the most essential thing in which we have 
to educate the children of Queensland is 
patriotism. If wo do not do that, then I 
sta·nd in fear and trembling for our State, 
and leading, as we do lead, in advanced 
modes of thought and democracy, we might 
have the groat State of New South \Vales 
and the great State of Yictoria following 
our example in that direction, and in conse
quence the Commonwealth might suffe-r very 
much from the lack of patriotism. No child. 
however inclined to be peaceful, can sta,nd 
too much abuse in a school or anv\vhoro clR·_. 
It is one's nature to resent ~nv abusive 
actions detrimental to his welfare>, ~0 
patriotism is the most essential thing to bu 
taught in our schools. Let us teach all ow· 
children to be p11triotic to the country to 
which they belong, because the ma11 who will 
not fight for his country is not worth hi; salt. 

I must giYe the Dfficers Df the depart
n1ent every credit for endeayouring to do 
the rignt thing. so far as their lights will 
pern1it thern~ in bringing about a systern 
of education that will instil into the minds 
of the children something that will be use
ful t<J them in after life. The Government 
have S[wnt at ]east three times as much 
money in the erection <Jf scho<Jls and in con
nection with the education sy•.tem generally 
as any other G<Jvernment. That indicates 
that the Government are not lacking in their 
cfforr•; to crlucai·c the children to a standard 
that will enable them to become better citi
~<'ns, wh<J ,;ill ''lmtinur> the pwgress that is 
being n1ade by this grca t Sta tc. rro-day 
WP are guiding the destinies of this State. 
but to-morrow the verv children who are 
being educrrted to-day \vill take <Jur plae<>s 
aild carry en the good work that has been 
undm·taken. The Government have endea
voured t<J do >emething fDr the children in 
the cmmtry. vVe have established voca
tional classes so that i he teachers and the 
parents may have an opportunity of knowing 
what the children's inclinations are. During 
the last eight o,· nine years we have reno
vated almost every scho<Jl in the State. 
That work bccam~ nccessarv bvause of 
the fact that some of the· ·sch<Jols were 
erected thirty to forty years ago and had be
come out of date, and the Government were 
compelled tD reconstruct them and bring 
tlK·m up t<J a rr.odern rtandard. No doubt 
the children of Queensland will adapt them
selvf's to their -surrounding.s, and their lives 
wiil lx largel.v controlled by their environ
ment. Em·ironment has an important 
inlluenr""· on the moulding of a child's charac
ter. I hop" that tl]{)se who a re in contrDI 
will endc:.>.vour as far as PD'·sible to make the 
liveo Df the children ple:~:.,;ant while they are 
g-oing throug-h their period of edu-cation. 
Very few children like school. and if you 
can make their schoDl days pleasant, then 
ymt \:·ill be ao('ompli,hin<;· something towards 
the bu!Tdin'i up of a future generati<Jn. 
Hon. members opposite hayc complained 
that sufficient money has not been spent 
on education and mfficicnt schools have not 
been erected ePd the cdueation systBm has 
not been carried on in the n1allncr that 
they wDuld have liked. I am quite in acc<Jrd 
with th L but I am not self!eh enough to 
get un in this Cha·nber and condemn the 
Government for not spending more money 
unon the education of tho chi1dren, and 
then ac('nse the Tren~urer of T\·iiful, unnp('PS

sary, and extravagant expenditure of public 

[Mr. W. Cooper. 

money. That is the attitude ad<Jpted by 
hon. members opposite and is the most inc<Jn
sistent attitude that it is pDssible for them 
ro take up. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
gentleman has exhausted the time all<Jwed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. BRAND (Burtum): I desire to deal 
with the vote rather than \Yith the debate 
that has centred round the remarks by 
the Minister in regard to editit_Jg the schDoL 
papnrs. I believe that ,,-ar 1s a ternble 
srourge, and I do not think that any hon. 
member Ol' any right-thinking man "·ould 
advocate war if he thou<rht 1t could be donC> 
awav with. Hon. meml;ers on this side of 
tho ·chamber congra tu late the hon. members 
fDr Rosowood and Fitzroy fDr being brave 
enough to stand up in the ranks of their own 

!Jarty and denounce what is being attempted 
ov their partv. The remarks emanatmg 
f;.om some hon. members opposite are 
very peculiar, because it is a 'vell-known 
far·t that even in their Dwn ranks they can
not agree and Rrc at Yiar one v:ith another. 
I listened very intently to the speech Df the 
hon. member for South Brisbane yesterday, 
in the course of which he shtcd tbttt ",, 
should i"c,ach our children that the recent 
o·reat '.>ar vras brought about by secret 
~gremncnta and secret diplomacy. 

Tho CHAIRMA~ : Order ! Order ! 

::Ylr. BRAKD: I will not deal with that 
any further. I sincerely trust that, if tho 
Minister intends t<J edit the school papers, 
he >vill confer that duty upon the officers Df 
his deportment who understand the tweds 
of the children. 

Dealing with the vote itself, we have in 
charge <Jf the department to-day a new Mm
ister of whom we ought to be able t? .say 
that he will not be influenced by the opmwns 
expressed in the larger cit) areas and who 
might be expected to have some sympathy 
for the countrv districts. We know that the· 
hon. gentleman was born and reared and 
spent the greater part of his life _in tJ:e 
c0lmtrv. I hope, therefore, that durmg his 
term of office he will show some greater 
sympathy for the country centrPs than they 
have recfliYed in the past. The country 
sch<Jols differ considerably from city sc.hools 
inasmuch as a greater number of schools 
in cha,rge of a single teacher are to be found 
in the cmmtry than in the city. I Sl~ppose 
that in a large city a;·ea it would be difficult 
to f!nd one Fchool with a staff of less than 
five teachers. The department at the present 
time lavs down that there must be an a,·er
age attendance of forty-Jive children 'h?forr> 
a. second teacher will be sent to any scHool. 
It is difficult to obtain that average in 'L 

countrv district. eYen where the total enrol
ment 'is anything from fifty-five to oixt.y 
scholars. 

Mr. FARRELL: Is fcrty-five the average, or 
the total enrolment? 

1\Ir. BRAND: An avera,ge of fmty-fivc. 
1'hat rcgnlation means that th? teacher h~>'· 
the ta~sk of attending to anyt.hmg UJ? to s1x 
drafts <Jf children. It is almost an Imposst
bilitv under those conditions for one t0achel' 
to g-~vc the necessary individual. attPnt~on i-o. 
a child to make a success of h1s futur0. l 
hope that the new Minist·cr will _give. r,wre 
ottention to this matter, and sec If It 1s not 
possible to make the enrolm'ent fortv-fiv0 
instead Df an avera.ge attendance of forty-
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five in order t.hat some of the country schools 
may have greater teaching faciliti.ee. Again, 
we have a large number of small schools in 
,the country with a,n average atendanco of 
from ten to twenty. As soon as the average 
drops below nine the school is dosed and the 
teacher transferred. The ch1ldren rcmam
ing then have either to go without schooling 
or to take up the correspondence course which 
ha;; been introduced during the last two years. 
In my experience the co~respondencB sy~te1n 
is not satisfactory, and IS a 11oor substitute 
fo1· a teacher in some of the country centres, 
particularly where the parents of the ehil
.::lren a,re not sufficiently well educated to 
impart tuition to their children from the 
pa pors sent. I hope that in this respect _the 
Minister will also extend some practical 
sympathy to the children in the country, 
and that even where it ran Le shown that 
:the attendance is from nine to cloven, 
hc will sec that a teacher is sent a,long to 
enable the children to receive t.he neceesary 
education to fit them for the battle of life. 
1 have one school in mv electorate, at Dun
mora, which has been clcJsed since last Christ
mas. The children of that centre have not 
had any instruction this ycaT because they 
will not submit to the corrcspondcnc<' claso. 
The average attendance of the children 
er1rolled was 90 per cent. That showed 
dearlv that the chiidrcn were dc<irous of 
Dbtai,;ing the most schooling they could get. 
At present they are without Sl hooling, and 
will grow up to be men and women without 
being able to write their name< unl0··S the 
Depa,rtment of Public Instruciion send alonp; 
<ome teachers tci train them. 

[10.30 a.m.] 
There is another matt01·~the cleaning of 

-schools. I contend that imufficient remunera
tion is allowed to country schools for clean
ing. People who have to clean school;; are 
expected to find their own oquipm'cnt and 
al6o to find blackboard clea,ners. For this 
they are allowed the magnificent sum of £9 
per annum. I have a letter from !·he 
Teachers' Association in mv district which 
sets out that thev do not "consider the re
muneration for cl;·aning to be adequate•. It 
reads~ 

"By direction of my association, I ha;-e 
to hrini'," under your notice the inade
quate allowances for cleaning made to 
teachers in lower class schools, and request 
tha.t you will endoa vour to base some 
improvement made w.hen the Estin1ates 
-are under di~cuoSsion. 

"By reference to page 55 of the Regu
lations of our department you will see 
that the allo\vances arc n1eagrc and 
insufficient. 

"In most cases, nobody will undertake 
the work at the price and tcache•·s' 
families Rro compelled to do it to comply 
with regula.tions. In one C.lso under our 
notice, U teacher is allowed only £9 ]WJ" 

amnnn to "uppl;v cleaning n1aterials and 
cJccn a school consisting of ono room 39 
fpd by 18 feet. another 34 foot by 18 feet. 
thee verandas, and earth-closets." 

For tbat -work he receives the mri g-nificcnt 
sum of £9 per annum. I a.sk the Secretary 
for Public Instruction or any other :Minister 
wl10thor he would clean any school of such 
dimensions for £9 a y8ar? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Ask yourself. 

Mr. BRAND: I would not. and I do not 
thiuk the hem. gentleman wotild. I ask the 
hon. gentleman to give scmo practical sym
pathy to tc,achers in countr:: centres and see 
that they got adequate payment foi· cleaning, 
because it g·ouerally devolve;; upon thems,,h·es 
and their families. 

I congratulate the Chief Inspector cf the 
department upon the succus~ of his depart
rn,'nt. I \Vas very pleasc·d to learn from the 
.Minister yesterday, in reply to the hon. 
member for Burnott, that lw intends to 
correct what is appar.ently a mistake in the 
salary of the Building and Sites Clerk . 
·whereas the general incrcas;, to other officers 
has been from £25 to £50, the Building and 
Sites Clerk has only received £5, He is a, 
gentleman who has had thirty years' experi
ence and attends to practically every 
member of Parliament. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC IXSTRCCTION: 
A very eincient officer. 

Mr. BRA.l'\D : I congratulate the hon. 
g< utkman on giving som attention to that 
matrn I sincerely hope that now he is 
~u,rring an innovation in regard to editing 
echool papers he will also do away with 
homo lessons as far as pos~ible. \Vlwn a 
cbld completes the prescribed period allowed 
for schoolinp; he gets quite sufficient work. 
and teachers h,t ve enough to do without 
h.,ving home work io coned. In any case 
the children have quite suffici nt to do Y."ithout 
t !w <H1ditional burden of horr1P. work. 

:\1r. RIORD_\"" (flurk<) : I ant very pleased 
that the Sccrctarv for Public Instruction is 
br!u~ing abont rc.forms in the n1attcr of our 
rrulJiic f'ducation. I haYL' alwaYs found that 
our countrv di ··tricts ha\ye t:f'rf'ivcd very 
,;, nercus treatment from the Department of 
J}ublic Instruction, and it is g nerally 
nclmittcd by the people in thP country that 
the polic·y of th0 Laoom party through the 
Department of Public Instruction has been 
a mo~t generous one. 

In ~egard to the eliminotion of_ war les
sons fro1n the school books, I th1nk every 
sane thillking porwn must rc~lise that it 
i,; a bad thing to infla,me tho minds of the 
youth in favour of ',\•ar. Tho \Vorking class 
at no time has ever got anything out of war. 
What are wars waged for? The Minister in 
taking' this step and Queensland striking 
cut in this direction will not be alone. It 
is a snLject that has given a good deal of 
thought to tho'o >Yho have had to deal with 
\\·ars. Eight back as far as 1854 wo find 
that Mr. John Bright had this to say on 
war:-

" The past. events of' our history have 
taught me that the intrrvention of this 
country in European \vars is not only 
nnnccc ,s(]r:v, hut f'alamitous: that we 
ha.-e rar,lv come out of such int .,rven
tion h:qring succeeded in the objects we, 
fought for; that a debt of £800.C00.L{)0 
sh',rlinp; has been incurred by a policy 
which the noble Lord appro.-es . . ." 

\Vhat ha.-e the noble lords co"•trihntecl 
towards the pa •ment of this tax? \Vhat 
have thev contributed towards the payments 
of war debts? The workinp; class p;enerally 
and the class that Produces the wealth have 
to mcPt the war debts as they have to meet 
all other debts, and it shoulrl not be left 
to a few diplomats to say whether a war 
shall }w waged in the future. I am sure 
that, if every country in the world launches 

Mr. lUorrlan.] 
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out on the lineo. thrtt the Minister suggests 
and tcachl ,, in the sd1ools not war but peace, 
evt~ntu,lll:- pc:. ·tr<' wi!l con1c, because once 
the workers of the "orld r·cfuse to fight thoro 
can be no war, as the diplomat; will not 
fight. Mr. Bright also had this to say, and 
vou will not notice anything of this in the 
school papers-

" ·what is, war? I believe that half 
the people that talk about war have 
not tho slightest ;dort of \vhat it is. 
In a .short sentence it n1av be summed 
up to be the combination a"nd concentra
tion of all the horrors, atroC'itics, crimes, 
and sufl'erings of vrhjch hun1an nature 
on this globe is capable." 

We have heard a good deal of war dm·ing 
the last couple of days, and I suppose those 
v. ho have spoken on the subject are not 
authoritl0s. I know nothing about it, hecause 
it is a thing I have never believed in. Those 
who hacl the rcalitiee of ar brought homo 
to their own doors have had something to 
say about it, and thc1y have shown that 
th<'r<' is wme justificati<Jn for tho Labour 
partv or any ether party taking steps to 
have war <'liminnted. i>Virh all duo respect 
to tho hon. m<'mbcr for Fitzroy and hon. 
momben on the other side who have criti
cised the 1\Iini~ tcr on his ~tatcment in regard 
to the diminution Df this stuff from the 
school rooks. I wish to sav that. if someone 
does not start to hring about rcforme. then 
we· arc never going to get n--for1ns. If there 
is no DllC preparc·d to take the first st -'P, we 
arc going to stanci still; and. if we .~tand 
still, eventually it \vill mcun that \VO shall 
die, and that no progress will be made. 
'This is a young country, a,nd fair progn,.;;s 
can be made in ic. 'l'he trend of thought 
has changed all over tlw world. \Vc have a 
Lab<JLN' Government in England at the prc
F:ent ti:ne, which w·ould llC'Yf'l' haye b0cn 
thought of bef<Jre the war. I am satisfied 
that the proposed chn.ng0 in COllllL'crion witl1 
the Departm0nt of Public Instruction will 
bear fruit in the nc·~u· futuro. RcferrilJg· to 
those \Vho suffer as a rc::;:ult of \Yar, John 
I'right had this to say-

" The snfferings of 1hc working· cla"rs 
\verc beyond dc"crlvtion, and th·_~ difii
cultics, a.nd struggles, nnd ba~)krupteies 
of the middle c-lass0s WCI'C such as few 
persons ha-vo a ju::.t id0a of. There vi.-ns 
scarcely a. yt:·~r in ·whieh thPrc wns not an 
incipient insun·c~ction in sollH~ parts of 
the country, crising fro1n the sulterings 
which the wmking cl asses cnclured .... 

" 'Ve11, if vou go into war now you 
will have 1no-~o ba.nnrr.c;; to df'corntr YOnr 
catht>drals and c:hurch< s .. ~:ngli.'hml'n. will 
fight n<Jw as well as they cv-0r did. and 
tlwro is amph~ power to buck thc•m, if tho 
country can be but sttffici0ntlv cxeited and 
deluded. . . . ThPrC' way he title,, 
and pensions, nnd rnarblc IllO''.mmcnt.,, to 
eternise th., men 'vho haYe thus lwco1nc 
groat; but \vhal· bcf'on1c·'1 of von a11d 'c,·onr 
country and your children'?'; · 

We ecc what b·com0s of the nwn wh<J do 
the fighting, and ,,-·hat LeconH';;; of lhcir chil
dren and of their countrv. Afhr a man has 
Sl'l'"!<'d the purpo.'c of ·the ·diplomat-after 
he has fDu:rht for the pc,tablisiJmcnt of 
markets for the lorcls, merchants and oth0r 
1noneyed interests-he is thro\Yt; aside on 
thn scraphcap or has to stand in th-, streets 
with an organ and a monk<'v. That is what 
a gf~nerous country does foi· those who are 

[lllr. Riordan. 

prcparPd to wage \\ar for this cb - of.pcDple, 
If we have utterances like these put ir;t0 the
school books, it will change the trend of 
thought of the children throughout the world: 
and bear good fruit in tho near fut a·e. John 
I3ri g;ht also said-

. "I beli~vc that we hall et'~. at no very 
distant t1me, sound cconotnic principles 
spreading n1uch rnorc ,,~idcly arnong--.;t the 
people:. a ~<'nse. ~f justice gro·., ing up 
m a sod wh1ch h1tncrto has been de_•med 
unfruitful: . . . that there shall come 
a time-·a blessed time-a time ,,hich shall 
last for l'ver-when nati<Jn shall Eot lift 
up ~word against nation, neither shall 
they lc..:.rn war any more." 

That is the fn·st step in regard to the teach
ing of the children-" Neither shall thev 
karn war any more." I think it is the ftrs't 
step which is necessary, independent of what 
1 he hon. member for Fitzrm· or hon. members 
opposite may say. Anything that can be 
done by a State or individual to help to 
dc,troy War will be accept able to all d cent 
and fair-minded people. The Minister has 
nothing to be afraid of in J•egar.d to the 
criticism lcv0lled at him from the other sid3 
of thP ChambPr. Ever since the stand was 
taken h:v the Minister in connection y;·ith his 
party here the Opposition haY done every
thing they pDSsibly could to belittle him. I 
must congratulate the hon. gentleman on the 
ctand he has taken in this matter. I hope 
he will go right <Jn with the bus in 'ss. and 
that he will not get co1d fed in rPq;ard to 
the lessons to be inserted in the sch0ol books. 
Kot onlv is the, Labour part~v out;..;~d<' waiting 
for the change, but thonsands of p oplc who 
do nDt Sllllport Labour. In reg·ard to th,, 
rhnng0 of nwthods of ,...-nrfarc, I h::1ve an 
extract from a book L. l\1. A. :Yiuggc, on 
licinri,._ 1

l von TrPitschkc-

"Thcr0 will ah,-avs be vvar, but ont.:. 
day it will be a di Yine conte,t between 
men. a mental or a spiritual ~trugglc for 
supretnacy, and not the uscles::; body
killing· horror of to-cla 0•. 1\Ian. the' cosmic 
rebel, certainly has worthier foes than his 
f0lloVY-mcn. And cy n if war the bloodv 
body-C'ating Moloch of our da~ should still 
ren1ain enthroned for n f0w c.'nturiF~~ 
nntil rPnson rules oyer human ··lnpidih: 
and pa."s1on, and make• gor.Y battlPs avo1d" 
able, th'rc can be hut one opinion about 
eulogist::; and apologi;.;;t~ of l'rar as rr general 
pro]losition: men v ho speak abnut tht: 
'ma.i st>' of wrtr,' about thP ' mor;:d magni
f1cenc0 of war '; t hoy below; to the Stone 
Age of mankind." 

'l'hey bel<Jng to the past. of "hi rh m.v com
n·de in the corner, the hon. member foe 
Bowcn. so often speaks! It is ti'11G that 
we got awa:: from the Stone Ag<'. \'fp mn't 
if we want to progrcs;::. It ico a good thing 
to occ th~t memb<'rs of the Labour party 
not only 1!1 Queensland but also thrrughout 
the world are prepared t<J te,k<:' a star:d on 
this question. \V'' remember the criticidl 
l<'velled at l\!Ir. Ramsay ::\lacDoPcld during 
the gt·eat war, yet since the cessation of the 
war he has been prov-0d to hav-e b<'<'n right. 
:;l.1r. Ra.msay MacDonald was ··efusc·d admis
sion to certain clubs in London for his 
attitude on the war, alth<Jugh he believ-ed it 
to be right, and the man \Yho di:plays a 
cc:uragc·ous attitude, \Vho is gan10 to do the 
right thing-game to do as his conscience 
dictates-is the man \vho is goi1~g to move 
forward. After th<l g•rea.t war we had a b<Jok 
written by Sir Philip Gibbs, " Realities of 
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\Var," and some quotations from that book 
might very well be usod in our school 
readm·s. He know' something of the realities 
of war. It is all very well for us to get up 
here and recite, " 'I'he boy stood on the 
burning dock" and suggest that that will 
inspire a pah·iotic sentiment in the child. 
Dnt the child thinks how foolish the boy was 
to stand on the burning deck. \Yhy not 
jump overboard and try to swim ashore? 
It would be far better to drown than to burn 
to death. \Vhat is there in " Cae.abianca"? 
Although the little dig·ger horn Toowong
(laughter)-criticiscs the Secretary for Public 
Instruction. he agn•9s with me on war. I 
remember that wrrcn I first oame into this 
Chamber the litrle digger from Toowong 
asked me why I Ji<l not go to the war, and 
I said I did not go because I did not like it. 
I asked him then why he did not go, and he 
said ho had " houec:naid's knee." (Laughter.) 
I do not want to have tlw little digg·er from 
Toowong put into the reading books of the 
schools as one of our heroes any more than 
l want to see mvself there as a hero. I 
think that the ch.1ldren should be told the 
truth-what has actually happened in v.a'l·
and Sir Philip Gibbs knows that. \Ve were 
told that this was a war to end war-that 
after the Great War which bcgcw in 1914 
,\,.as over there wou1d Le no n1orc lvars. and 
that, when our boys returned from tlw front, 
nothing would be too good for them. Yet 
to-day men "' ho on the Post Office stops 
v anted e\-c·rybody locked up who expressed 
his opinion and told the people that it wa' 
not a war to f'nd war-those men who said 
that when th0 nll··n returned from the war 
everything would be done for them, LO\\' 

dodg0 around the co1·ner when they s£'e a 
returned soldier coming for fear that he• 
might ask them for a shilling. Sir Philip 
Gibb" has this to say in his .. RPalitie, of 
\1.~ a·r'' --

,,\V a~ this war for Liberty·: \Yerc tlH' 
n1asses of rncn on eith0r 'side fighting 
with free will a:< free men 9 • • • What 
liberty had they to follow their conscience 
or their j udgn1ont? ' 'rheirs not to 
reason wh~, theirs but to <lo and die,' 
like all soldiers in all al'!nie,. Was it 
not rather that the maeses of men 
engaged in slaughter \vero serving the 
purpose of powers above them. rind 
powers, greedy for each other's n1arkPts, 
covetous of each other's Wl'alth, and 
eallous of the lives of the humble men'! 
Surely if the l-eaders of the warring 
nations vvcre pnt together for €'\-on a week 
in some such place as Hooge, or in the 
HohcnzollPrn ·redoubt, affiicted bv the 
usual harassing fire, poison gas,· n1ine 
explosions, lice, rats, and the stench of 
rotting corpse<, with the certainty of 
death or dismemberment at the week-end, 
they would settle the business and oome 
to termo befor8 the week was out.'' 

Sir Philip Gibbs cannot, by any stretch of 
itnagination, be considered a Labour man. 
He was a man who went through the whole 
of the war as a war correspondent, and some 
of his remarks on war might Yerv well be 
r laced in the schcol books. as they 

0 

would be 
more beneficial to the children than the 
stuff quoted. by the hon. member for 
\Yarrego, such as " The rabbit is a pretty 
little animal with eilk ear-. .. " (Laughter.) 
Practically every young Aussie knows what 
a rabbit or an oposmm is before he starts 
going io school. The children attending 

the secondary schools are wondering why 
they are not being taught more Australian 
history. It does 'not interest them to go 
back to Queen Anne's time. That is prac
tically Ltseless to them. It is not practical 
education for the young Australian. Our 
educational system might be better served 
if the university was made free to all classes, 
and not made available only to a privileged 
class who can afford to go there. Whilo 
the Labour Government are subsidising that 
institution, my children, and the children of 
thc working-class haYc as much right to 
attend that university as the children of 
tho claos who are able to pay. If the 
Labour Government continue to subsidisl' 
that university, they must go further and 
make the university free. It i., all cant 
and humbug to half do the thing in thl• 
interests of a priYileged class. We should 
:have no class distinction in a young country 
like this. We sbould all belong to one 
class, and, if there is one thing that should 
be free iu this country, it is education, and 
it shonld be free not only to a section of the 
community, bnt to the whole of the corn· 
munity. 

Mr. KIXG (Logan): I would like to pay 
a tnbute to the staff at the head office, from 
!he Under Secretary down. Speaking from 
my per,onal experience, J haYe received 
nothing but courtesy and consideration at 
their hands. I speak of the head offiee 
because that is the oflic<O that I know more 
about. We have been particularly luckv 
in the l:nder Secretaries who have held 
that important position from time to time. 
and at the presc'nt time \ve are maintai1dng 
our fortunate position by having a man 
hkc :Mr. McKenna to control the destinies 
of the department. So long as Mr. McKenna 
1s there, I am quite satisfied that the educ1-
tional systNn will be carried on to the best 
possible advantage, subject, of course, to 
control by the Government in power for the 
time being. 

Tlw report by the department furuishes 
Yery interesting reading In the first plaoP 
I wonld like to deal with the itineral'lt 
teachers. The necessity fOl' the appoint
ment of itinerant teachers was stressed i>1 
1901 by Mr. George Story. who was then 
member for Balorme. I understand that hf' 
was responsible for the initiation of that 
system. I think it is general]:.· conceded that 
that system has proved a very good system 
mdeed, and has been the meam of educating 
certain children who otherwise would never 
h.ave had a chance of receiving any educa
tion whatever. The svstem was introduce<:! 
in 1901, and np to 19il the Government of 
the day had engaged sixteen itinerant 
tcach:rs. J?etween 1916 and 1920 only one 
add1~10nal 1tmera'!t teacher was appointed, 
rnakmg seventeen m all. I very much regret 
to see that m 1921 the number was reduced 
by one, and in 1922 the nu m bor was red noel! 
by two. The position now is that. whereas 
in 1911 we had sixteen itinerant tea<ehers, WE' 
now h~ve on.ly fourteen. I very much regret. 
to notice th1s aspect of affairs. Of course. 
as stated by the Government. a now svstem 
?f .. tuition by correspondence has 

0 

heel! 
m1hated. I am not going to say a word 
again.st that system. It is a splendid system. 
It :nil de: a tremendous amo:.lll t of good 
111 nnpartmg education to rnanv children 
in the backblocks who would ·be unable 
otherwi.w to receive it. It is a great pity 
that the number of itinerant teachers is 

Mr.King.J 
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being reduced. After all is said and done, 
the personal touch between teacher and pupil 
has a great influence on the <'ducational 
advantages of that pupil. It has a greater 
effect than tuition by correspondence. If a 
teacher is a man of character-and generally 
he is-he can transmit the seed of that 
character to a very large extent to the pupil 
if he goes the right way about it. The 
same re;,ults cannot bo obtained by an im~ 
personal correspondence with a pupil as froon 
the personal touch. TherefoP, I regret 
very much that this system has not hecn 
carried to the fullest extent possible, and 
that the att;tude of the department is 
apparently to lessen their actiYities in the 
direction of providing itinerant teachers 
and increase their activities in carrying on 
tuition by corrcopondence. 

It is pleasing to note that the scope o,f 
tuition by correspondence is to be widened 
<lO that many of the pupils receiving its 
benefits will have the opportunity of being 
prepared for the scholarship examinations. 
It has always appeared to me very hard 
that m.:mv of the children in the backblocks 
are debarred from having the same oppor
tunities and advantage, for getting a 
secondary education as the children in the 
city. This is a move in tho right direction. 
I hope it will be the means of at le:1st some 
children receiving that secondary education 
to which th<~Y are so ju5tly entitled. 

I al"'V notice that mention is made in the 
report >f steps that have been taken to 
organi··8 special classes for defective children. 
I want to congratulate the department on 
that very wise step. It is often the case 
that. if a teacher llas a brilliant pupil, that 
pupil is pushed on to the utmost possiblt' 
degree. to the detriment, possibly, of le's 
brilliant children. I recognise that this 
innu\-aiion has uet::11 i:ntrodu.~::>•d so that 
children who moy be a Fttlc mcntttlh 
defici-ent will have· a greater opportLmity ,;i 
keeping in closer touch with the teachers 
and making good. I recognise that these 
teacher· will have to be spe:·ially qualif1ed. 
I hope that the innovation '-':ill be a success. 

I observe from the report that there seems 
to be a fa!ling~off in the numbers of 
teachers, and that apparently a greater 
number than formerly are leaving the do· 
partment. This is to be regretted, because 
we desire to retain those teachers who have 
acquired experience in the system so that 
they may pass their knowledge on to our 
children. 

Mr. FOLEY: There are not man,· malo 
teachers leaving, are there? 

[11 a.m.] 

Mr. KI:'\G: In 1922, 219 teachers left the 
$ervice and in 1923, 250 loft. That shows an 
increase of 31. Of those 57 were male 
teachers. Of cour.-;e the majority were 
female teachers, and they loft, I ~uppose, 
to g·et married, which is quite right. V\~hcm 
they get married th2y are not going to co~
tinuo teaching. 

Mr. FAnrtELL: How about those 'Yho are 
retired? 

Mr. KTXG : Quite a few were rctire·d and 
quite a few knocked off school teaching 
to take up household duties; but I do not 
like to see the male teachers lcM·ing- thP 
staff. 

There has been a good deal of discu -.sion 
on the Minister's statement that he was 

fllfr. King. 

going to edit the school books in connection 
with lessons pertaining to war. I do not 
want to say very much on the subject. It 
has been looked at and talked at by more 
than a fe·w, and there have bt<m some govd 
s1Jcnchcs n1ado. I atn neith0r a pacifist 
ncr a jingo, but I J'ecognise that the 
instinct of self~prcsm·vation is in every one 
of us, and that we would all defend OLP:· 

sch·es if attacked. 
I 8Uppose every hon. n1em her c~Ppt~cc:ltes 

any IDssoJ:s in om· text books that e. re 
in,crted for the purpose of glorifying ar. 
We do not want to glorify war in auy 
shap0 or forn1. I consider war is the 1nost 
drendful tragedy that can happen to ':'ny 
civilised community, or to any commu"1.11t:v. 
at all, but more so in connection with a 
civilised community. It appears to me to 
he .an extraordinarily sad eo nmentary on 
our ciYilisation 1-hat,' whilst we profess to 
be so civilised, we still allow this savage 
warfare to continue. There does not seem 
to me to be any alternative for war. The 
League of :\ations hopes to do much. 
Let us hope it will. Let us hope that 
the League of Nations is going to evolve 
some me H1S h:v whif'h \var c:1n be done 
awav with. (IIenr, hear.) But so long as 
hunlan nature is constituted as it IS .(it 
prE-sent, so long as we have these feelin~3 
of "cnYv, malice, hatred, and all unchan
tablcncss:" combined with greed and avarice, 
then we rtre goin?· to have the greatest diffi. 
ru 1tv in th,, wor1d in coming to a comn1on 
undC'rst,!ndinO' 'Yherebv '''fH~ 'vi1l berom0 a 
thing of the" past. It moans a reconstitu
tion of hurnan nature. \vhen C'vcry man 'vitl 
trv to look upon his fellow mon aq " b,-othc,·. 
\Vhcn we arrive at the hr"tJ.,Nhood of man 
which ycc preach about ard t• lk cuch a lot 
abont, then v;·e. m)ly refwh '".:)Tnct.hing, 

1 
~'Ht 

"\V0 3rc never ~01ng to l'f".:'rlf'h nn~vtl11r·g- ,.,.111ht 
with one breath we pr<·ach brothPrhoocl and 
with the- other c 1 as~~con.:;:ciou:::nt·~;;;. Tinder 
tho..::o conditinn.;; we r1rp not going to f;Ct 
any,~rhere and thi-:. feeling of " Pnvy, mahce, 
hatred, a"'d all uncharitableness" will always 
prevail. It must. 

The only ''ay to nvolcl \Yar and pr·f'St-'rvt:~ 
peace is to prepare for war. 

OPPOSITION ME"BERS: Hear, hear! 

:Mr. Kf::'-!G: It is the only snfeguard we 
have and, if we have that safeguard. the 
chnn( .,c.: nrc tr~t \YC ehql1 h'""'v"' nr:ace. I 
sometimes think of that misguided person 
who bans his breast anrl saYs, "I will not 
fio-ht, therefore vou will not attack me," 
a~d is immediat~ly knocked down. · 

::VIr. '\Ynn: ViThat "bnut the Crucifixion? 
Did ,-ou not learn of that? 

Mr. KI:'\G: '\Ve have not yet reached 
that ·stage. 

Mr. WEIH: \Ve profeos that we are trying 
to follow !hot example. 

Mr. KI:'\G: ViTe c"\n onlv follow that 
example by being able to pre~erve peace 
which mav at anv time he threoten0cl. I 
hope that' I shall" nevc'r forget the stories 
I rcr~d in P1V younger dA~rs of Drgko, \Vcl
lington, Keleon, Marlborough. Robcrts. and 
o-oocl old " Chirwsc" Gm·don. \Vonclcrfnl 
~nen I I hope 1 shall never forget the 
stories I re8.rl about those n1cn in m;.· y-ounger 
davs and that I shall not lose the imnres
sion 'then left on my wird. Like the hon. 
member for Albert, 'Vh<'n he was talking
about his younger days, I hope that I shall 
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<!Ot forget Cresar's history of the Gallic Wars. 
I also studied " Do Bello Gallico," and, as 
!he story unravelled itself, it becamE' far more 
interesting· to Inc--

The SrcR~TARY FOil Pl'BLIC Ixs1'RFO~'ION: 
Because of the translation? 

Mr. KING: N0, my inwrest in the story 
l-!0lped n1o tnaterially in mastering the h·ans
][,tion because I wanted to find out what the 
~tory ,, a, about. 

The S::c!<>;T.\RY FOR Pl'BLTC Il':3Till:CT!O)[: 
The ambition of the scholar was uppermost 
1n your rni rl. 

Mr. KI~G: I am very much afraid that 
as a scholar I had no ambition, and I very 
much ·r:•gr t that I diJ not make more use 
·of my opportunities when I had them. All 
those stories lJft their impression upon me 
Lecausc I rccc,gnisecl the wonderful qualities 
those great horae~ f'-howcd in their lives. 

I recollect the ho:;. member for Bundaberg 
speakjng at a recruiting n1eedng at Stone's 
Corner-·ancl I am very sorry to hear !hat he 
now \Y<Jnts rcrt -till things excised fron1 the 
school boob. I heard him makP one of the 
rnost rousing- sp('C'chcs at Stone's Corner that 
I ever hc•ard. and at that meeting he quoted 
t11f''<~ stirr1Lg words-

" .!'\ ow doubt ve not that Drake will hear 
the tlrut11. 

The drum that calls to all the winds that 
blow. 

If the Don sights Devon 
He'll qtd the Port of Heaven 
And dru:n the:;J up the Channel 
As he dru1n1ned then1 lo;.~g ago." 

\Yhy did the hon. member recite those 
linos then" For the purpose of arousing 
lh<' enthusioem of his hearers and of inspir· 
ing t.bc~J. If the hon. member starts on the 
adult with that e"lrt of thing, what possible 
objection can he have to that sort of senti
ment being oxprpswd in our school books to 
inspire the school children? The hon. 
m em her is nat consistent. He was perfectly 
right when he tried to rouse tho feelings of 
the people by quoting that p:.se.age. I remem
ber it 1.cll. and he did ronse the people. too, 
and g"ot rc•cruits. I must confess that I like 
to read cf these things. and I like to read 
poems in rdcrcncc to those great lads of 
ours 1vho went over from Australia and made 
the Atl'trolian Nation at Gallipoli. 

:\Ir. COLLTNS: She was a nation without 
that. Gut that out! 

Mr. KI"\G : She had not been consecrated 
before Gallipoli. I like to read about thc'e 
Australian boys 'vho -were ahvays singing. 
always lat,ghing-. and always talking. I do 
not sec whv the 'Minister or the Government 
should abiect to these matters appearing in 
the ,cJ'oc 1 boo b. Take the following lines 
from "The Sentimental Bloke"-
" They was sing-in' in the troopships, they 

wns slngin' on the train. 
When thev left their land be'incl them 

they \Y.as shoutin' a refrain, 
And I f!"ness there'll be a chorus, gay and 

~;dnd in greet.in' for us 
·when they'v0 Clone. their bit of scrappin' 

one! the': lob back 'ome again, 
And fhe bo:vs who aint rcturnin', boys 

"ho've paid the 'ighest pric ,, 
Th(ly'll go singin', singin', singin' to the 

gates of Paradise." 

1 do not object to that, and I do not see 
why the Minister should. These things 
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inspire the school c,hilclren with the loftiest of 
sentiments, and whv should the Minister 
object? ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
De, you say that would inflame the minds of 
the youth? 

Mr. KING: l\'o. I am a.sking the Minister 
to allow such passages as this to be included 
in the school books. 

The SECilETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
You are misleading. 

Mr. KING: I do not want to be mislead· 
ing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxSTRUCTION : 
Take my remarks and quote them accurately. 

Mr. KI.i'\G: All I can say is that we have 
heard certain things about what the Min· 
ister is going to do, and we have been told 
that he has altered his attitude since he has 
been in this House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
J'\ ot once, and I am not going to. 

Mr. IUJ'\G : According to the information 
we have got. there has been an alteration 
in that attitude. \Ve may have been wrong 
in the information that we got. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IxsTRUCTION: 
\V.ho gave it you? 

Mr. KIKG: It is common talk. 
The SECRETARY FOil PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 

\V here? 
J\lr. KING : It appeared in the Press. 
The SECRETAilY FOR PuBLIC INSTilUCTION : 

That is anly the lying Press. 

Mr. KING: It is the source of a lot of 
our information. The Minister has taken up 
a ce.rtain attitude, and this debate h,ts been 
for the purpose of conYincing him that his 
attitude is wrong if he has any doubts. If he 
has not taken up that attitude. then there is 
no harm clone; but I do hope that. whatever 
he does in the editing of school books, he 
will not do anything that will in any way 
take away from the child pleasure and pride 
i01 reading of what our heroes have dane in 
the past. 

Mr. FOLEY (Leirhhardt): I would like to 
nwke a few remarks in regard to the deci
sion of the Minister to eliminate all war 
lessons from tbe school books and school 
papers that are likely to inflame the minds 
of the youth. I may say at the outset that 
I entirely approve of the attitude the Min
ister has taken np since he h lS attained to 
his preecnt office, and I sincNely hope that, 
when he eliminates all reading matter tend
ing to the glorification of war, he will 
arrange to insert in its plaC'o, ·where prac
ticable, propag-anda p~inting ont the evils of 
war. \Vhen the han. member for Logan was 
speaking. he mentioned that he v, as neither 
a pacifist nor a jingo. I bke his statement 
as being- made in good faith. but I disagree 
with his roma.rk that so long- as human 
nature, with its hatreds and prejudices. exists, 
so long will war exist. A statement of that 
sort is rather shallow, and should ·not be 
made bv a man like the hon. member for 
Logan. \vho has received an education quH<~ 
abavo the orclinarv and 1Yho is trained in 
legal matters. He' will find by research that 
the clearest thinkers in the world agree that 
hnman nature is all right. There is nothin•r 
wromr with hu•nan nature. It is the teach
ing given in the schools, and later by t.he 
capitalistic Press of the world, that is 
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t'esponsible for engendering this hatt·,•d and 
tltt-:-e pr0judiccs 1-tut exist ir! hUJllan .n turu 
throughout the world to-day. One could 
quote innumerable instances where the best 
in n1an has cmn·e out under favourable cir
cumstances. I am inclined to agree with those 
JlS) chologi6ts who say that the mind is most 
pasily impressed in childhood. All psycholo
gists :tgrcc that the character is largely 
formed by the teaching giYen to the child b 
school teachers and by parents. If you are 
going to glorify war b.v spicy articles manu
factured from capitalistic sources, naturall.v 
when war is declared the young men '' 
have a dc,,irc to fight. \Ye saw that "·as the 
case a fo\v years ago \Vhen the 110\Y'-;"Papcr.:; 

here began their lying propaganda, ju:;;t as 
thBy did in every oL~cr country. Kot onl:v 
in Engirrnd and Australia, but in Germany, 
Turkey, and other countries, the 110\Yspa.pers 
t-ook up a lying atitudc in favour of their 
partiPular couutry. As soon as that proplt
ganda gets to work the impressions formed 
in the c_hild's mind in school or by its 
parents. if the:v happen to be jingoistic, are 
immcdiatclv affcct0d, and we shall hove. as 
we bad d;]ring the lust war, millions of 
workers taking part in a war that really was 
not their dispute at all. The impressions 
Yore lying dormant in their minds, and were 
brought out when the war drums began to 
brat and the Press bPgan its propaganda. 
If th0 oppo. itc type of prop1.ganda is 
printed in om school books. the Philu, "-hen 
he r·eaches manhood. will hc<itatc and en
deavour to arrive at the Cdu.;;,~ of any 
dispute before he is prepared to participate 
in the fight. Public opinion is increa~iHg
greatly in favour of this propaganda bein~ 
instituted in everv countrv of the wDdd. \Ve 
are making a start here, and Victoria is 
also contemplating a start. and the time is 
not far distant wh('n the workers of the world 
will all be of the ono way of thinking, and 
they will be asking th<'mselves questions 
such as this~" Whv should we in Germanv 
fight the Australiatl :·'' ar1d y1c0 V(·l'· -1. ~ 

That is what I claim would be the inevitable 
result of the propaganda to that effect which 
v·as impresccd upon the minds of the school 
children. I would quote a few f•xtracts which 
I think conld be well inserted here and there 
in the ~chool papers without in any way 
trying to flood the minds of our children. 
They arn- extract1"l front a hook 1vhich 'vas 
prohibited while the Great \Var 'vas on, 
entitled "War: \Vhat for? " by George 
Kirkpa' rick. This is one, for instance~ 

" The eannon's thunder is ridicule for 
the proud claims of civilisation. War is 
a sneer. \Var is the devil's sneer at the 
hurnan race. In \var the human race 
stumblc,~stumbles backward across the 
centuries into the jungle. \Var dethrones 
the be a utv and nowns the boast in 
human nature. War mistakes brutalit,
for bravery, madness for manliness, and 
homicide for patriotism. \Yar has be
littled the world with jealous,-, damned 
the world with ha.t.e, filled the world with 
fear, and engloomcd the world with sidts 
and groani<. \Var has st>tinod tho earth 
with blood and tears. hrok<'n the- health 
and shattered the limbs of millions of 
the '' e>rld'.' trong men, and fi'lcd the 
highways with hobbling cripples. War 
has crowded the world with widows and 
orphans, with broken hearts, broken 
homes, and broken hopes." 

A few of these extract9 inserted here a'nd 
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thoro in our school papers would have thC" 
effect o£ enlightening the children and 
enabling them to grasp the true position. 
They "ould not then at a later stage merely 
a<·<'cpt holus bolu,; all the lying protlftganda 
given to thorn in time of \Yar. This is 
another extract~ 

"\Yar places the conqueror above the 
educator, and the assassin above the 
artist. War spits on religion, and 
adopts the ethics of the tiger and the 
shark. \V a r h>ts slasheJ a wide, wi-de· 
highway of ruin through the ages, a 
highway strewn with wreckage, rodd~med 
with fire, lined with crosses, prison, 
cm·p .. es, skulls, skeletons, and graves. and 
c;-er more even to-dav this stained beast 
spreads wide its blood-dripping jaws in 
lvild and hungry holds for n1oro, rnorc, 
more victims." 

Things of that na lure are impressive. They 
arc hard facts, which impress themselvm not 
only on the mind of the child. but on the· 
mind of the grown-up person. The following· 
extract is on a different line altogether, and 
impresses itself in a different method:~ 

" One 14-inch cannon and cquipme11t 
costs 170.000 dollars, one target practiw 
shot costs as much as President John 
Adams's education at Harvard Univer
sity. 

" Whether your shell hits the target 
or not, 

Your cost is 600 dollars a shot; 
You think of noise and flame and 

po\ver, 
Vi" e fe,"d you a hundred barrels of 

flour. 

" Each time you roar vour flame is fed 
With 20.000 loaves 'of bread. 
Silence ! ·a million hungry men 
Seck bread to fill their mouths. 

again." 

In other words. when a war is on, the equi
valent of 20.000 loa;-cs of bread is being 
fired in ever.; shot from a 14-inch cannon, 
while there are hundreds of thousands starv
ing in the countries affected by the war. 
This is a quotation from Ing<'rsoll~ 

"Courage without consciC'nce is a wild 
beast. Patriotism without principle is 
the prejudice of birth, the animal attach
ment to place." 

Then take Victor Hugo, who described a 
h0r0 aS H a Species of assassin'," rrhcll again, 
Kirkpatrick, when pleading with mothers, 
says~ 

"Mothers, ask your boy~\Vhich \VOu!d 
you rather be, boy, a dead and useless 
slaughteror· of men or '' live and useful 
man of JWaCe; a dead butcher or a live 
brother?" 

'fhosc are a few extracts I have culled 
from the little work I have mentioned in 
the hope that thev ".-ill be useful to those 
who read "Ha.nsa;·d," and also in the hope 
that the Minister will select and use them 
in the ccurse of his propaganrla in the 
future. Then again, I might quote another 
one-

" Let the working-class mothers be
ware of crafty and coward!:, politicians 
and business men, seeking to exc;te them 
with the shallow cry, 'The Flag. the 
Empire, our homes.' For the "'others' 
snke it is worth time to stnte the facts 
here, ' That more than half of all the 
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mothers in Amtralia have no homes, but 
live in rcr.ted houses. and more than 
one-ejgbth of them live in n1ortgagod 
homes.' " 

That is really the position of the working
cla" all<l tho: e who take part in the battles 
that are continually waged. 

A good deal of abu' ·. has been levelled 
at the l\Iiuister by some hon. members of 
the Oppo~ition, while some of them have 
taken up -,,hat I consider quite a decent 
attitude on this oue-tion-thc hon. member 
fur \\:'incisor, for 'instance, and one or t\Yo 
others. .i\ot ithstanding the abuse level!e'd 
by so.uc hon. members oppo,ite and some 
members on this side. we are roallv onL 
actir1g in acco1·danco with the ideas "of th'O 
Ki•ng awl !:;uccn of England. Many hon. 
members oprosite who abuse us cbim to be 
Royalists and admirers of Royalty in the 
British ,.;mp1rc I will just give a quotation 
fr01n tho " :.\1c~sage of the King" on Empiro 
Day, 24th i:1ay, 1923, to the children in the 
elemcntuy schools of the Empire, a copy 
of which appens in the school paper of lOth 
June, 1923-

" Uct kro-.dcdge, be brave, honourable, 
and kind, thinking of others before your
schcs, and a! , ays play tho game. So 
will you fit yourselves to hand down this 
community of Free :\ations to your 
children and grandchildren as a great 
instrumc,.t for justice, peace, and good
wrll, whiCh will desc,n-e the respect and 
esteem of maukind." 

I take it tlut the J\1inistor will cultivate other 
fornts of proruganda besides anti-war propa
g.anda, and thu t ho will try to engender a 
sirmlar sprnt to what has been inculcated by 
Hrs M11 ~,ty the King of England. I wish 
t{) qnoto Lo.n an extract from H:'r Majostv 
the Qul'on's 111c" ,ago on the sa1ne date- " 

" "\"" ou can learn :rnanv lo;::.3ons at school 
which ~rill help you to' become wise and 
usoht c',tizcllS of th,; British Common
weal!h ; b ::t you can learn and practise 
nothmg b< tter for vour"t'lY< and all mem
bon of t hn British' family than the simple 
k so;:s cf Ion:, kindness, and unselfishn ss 
wh'ch, 'n cioud or sumhino. aro the 
strength and beauty of life." · 

I take it thoro is nothing wrong with that 
message, and th·1t th2 Mirristor and most hon. 
momb ·rs \\ h0 have taken part in the debate 
are ro:rllv t:yi: g to bring tlnt about. Referr
ing to the p; ating of manv hon. members 
abont the F np·r~ and th,, dariger of the Minis
ter brookim; down the spirit of allegiance to 
the B·it.sh Empire by dDing away with all 
refcrrnc_' to ,ur heroes in the sf;hool paprrs, I 
\Yould ask bon. lllt"' 1 nbcr~ '' ho thus prate about 
the Empire what the Empire consists of. After 

all tlw wars of domination by the 
[11.30 a.m.l Britis!J Empire and other Empires. 

whot have wo to show in the worH 
to-dnv? Ccrhillly those Empir?s have 
acqnir0d hvgc~ territories in n1any parts of the 
world. b ·t th"' main thing- we have to consider 
is the condition of th0 people living in those 
dominion and I .could not b.·1ter interpret 
the l!lf'nn:~,g· cf tl-:!0 \Vord "En1pirc" tban by 
rcr.chng Fd\Y'lrd Car'1E'ntcr's po0m ulldcr that 
titl0 in his hook " Tovvards Df,·nocracv." It 
is r;ot a V('!'V lovg ]loom, but I think it ois well 
\Yorth in~rrlin"" iu '' HA,nsard," and n1ay han~ 
the cficct of hring-ing homo to many English
mPn on th"t ~HI'' of the Chamber i!nd even on 
this ~ji/o ''"hat the \Yord means. Edward Car~ 
penter is rather harsh in some of his comments, 

and I would like to explain that it is not my 
wish tD hurt the' feelings of any Englishmen 
by reading it. Still it contains many g·laring 
facts. as will bo recognised as I go along. His 
preface reads-

,, Blind, fooled, and ~taggPring frorn her 
throne, I saw her fall. 

CJutrhing at the gaud of En1pirc; 
And \'\'ondering, round her, sons anJ 

daughter-nations stood-
What madneos had possess'.d her; 
But ,,.hen they lifted her, the hPart was 

dead. 
Withered within the body, and all the 

veins 
vYcro choked with yellow dirt." 

The poem itself reads-
" 0 Eng-l,md, fooled and blind, 

Come look, if but a moment, on yourself! 
See. tl-.ro' :.'our streets-what should be 

living sap of your free blocd-
Theso bruti~h. squalid, joyless, drink

sodden populations flowing; 
Ancl in your mills and factories the 

wear.}: faces, sad monotonous li VC'S, 

Or miles of cottag:> tenements with 
weakly rod-eyed children, worn-out 
moth0rs, 

See. from your offices and shops at clos
inc- hours the morbid sh·eam-as 
ho'm unh~althy glands within th' 
body-

Crowd"" issuing of anapmic vouths and 
girls, pale, prcrnaturely Sexual--" 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the hon. 
nletnbnr conn0ct his rmnnrks \\ith th2 vote? 

Mr. FOLEY: Y0s. ·when I have finished 
this poem I intend to suggest to the• MinisteJ' 
that. when he is dealing with the problems of 
war and the question of eliminating war pro
pa g·anda frDm the ··chool books. he should 
at the same time place other propaganda in 
them, so that the children of the future w·i!l 
be in a position to know what the Empire 
consists of and ,,·hat it rneans-

" With flabby minds and bodies (held 
tog ther chiefly by their clothes) and 
perky pick-me-up manners; 

Sec, on tho land. whore at least there 
should be courage and grit and 
Sll1CV."', 

A thin-legged, slouching, apathetic 
population, ignorant even of agri
culture, 

And in the mines and coalpits. instead 
of lusty power, poor rickety limbs 
and ill-built bodies; 

Ancl ask yourself the searching questi'J:-t 
straight. 

How out of such roots shall a strong 
nation g;ro"\v ?" 

Mr. SrZER: VV'hat are you quoting? 

Mr. FOLEY: The author of this pDcm is 
an Englishman by the name of Edward Car
penter-a \V ,'11-read author, too. Ho goes on-

" And then look upward, at the surface 
show and flaunt of society, 

Those that arc well-fed. and (out of the 
labour of thn others) have plenty of 
chink in their pockets-

The club and drawing-room life-
Look well. look well. and soe tho feeble

ness and insincerity of it: 
The scores and scores of thousands of 

tit! ·d and moneyed persons-a vast 
and cvN-growing multitude-living 
the lives of idiots. 

' }', 'lesrc oblige ' their motto: 
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&060 Sttpply. [ASSEMBLY.] S1tpply. 

Of men scarce fit even to be good officers. 
much less good administrators; of 

omen hardly worthy to be 
mothers; 

.A society \vielding enormous wealth and 
privilege, skilled chiefly in the 
fines"!e of personal gain and advance
ment, and honeycombed by cynicism 
and unbelief: 

And for the rest, the hundreds and 
hundrods of thousands swarming in 
commercial dens and exchang's, 

The life of the succc'ssful business man, 
the company promoter, the lawyer: 
the manufacturer, traveller, factor. 
dealer, merchant, speculator; the 
bank, the counting-house, the big 
store, the director's office; the adver
tising ag·ent. and the Yendor of 
patent medicines ; 

Think of all these, and the ideals be
neath and behind them-and asl< 
again the questi.on, 

How out of such stuff can a strong nation 
p;r::nv? 

\Vhere (and the question must be faced), 
\Vhere any•vhere over the surfac· · of 

En,glau:d to-day, do the necessary 
conditions exist for the outcrop of 
a decent population-if only a body 
of a few hundreds at a time? 

Whero arc the conditions for the growth 
of men and women, 

Healthy and well-formed of limb. self
rc·liant, ent.erpri~ing. alert, skilled 
in the use of tools, able to cope with 
nature in h ·r rnoods, and with the 
earth for their su!'.tenanre, loving 
and trustful of each other, unite·! 
and invincible in silent faith' 

\Vhere is the statesman who makes it 
the main item of his programme to 
produce such a population' Whore 
the capitalist, where the landlord? 

\\'bore indeed-in a countrv in •vhich 
politics are but a gam'e of party 
bluff, where labour is a modifieu 
slavery, and where land (for such 
purposes as inuicatcd) is simply not 
to be had? 

And the answer comes: The conditions 
do not exist. 

The conditions (say' the docior) of life 
and vitality ar gone-already the 
procc's of decav has set in, which 
onlv a ~nyift criSis {'an arrest: 

The heart is dving down, 
Withering within the body; and the 

YPins 
Arc choked with vPllow dirt. 
And this thing c~ies for Empire. 
This thing from all her smoky cities 

and slums, her idiot clubs and .draw
ing-rooms. and her brokers'. dens, 

Cries out to give her blessings to th<' 
world! 

And cwm while she cries 
Stand Ireland and India at her doors 
In rags and famine. 
These are her blessings of Emnire' 
Ireland (dear sister-isle. so near at hand, 

so fertile, once so prosFcrous). 
Rack-rented, drained, her wealth b,v 

absentees in London wasted, her 
people with deep curses emigrating; 

India the same-her life-blood sucked
but worse: 

P81·hans in twentv· vears five hundred 
millions sterling,' from her famished 
myriads, 

Taken to feed the luxury of Britain, 
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Taken, without rcturn-
vVhile Britain wonders with a pious 

pretence of inr~OC('l;cc 
vVhy famine follows the thg." 

The CHAIRMA!\: Order! The hon. mem
ber has exhausted the time allowed to him 
by the Standing Orders. 

Mr. FOLEY: I would like leav·e of the 
Committee to finish 1he poem. There are 
only a few more lines. 

The C'HAIRIYL~N: There is no provision 
in th.c Standing Orders enabling an extension 
of time to be granted to a member in Com
mittee. Before calling on the next hon. 
member, I would like to take this oppor
tunity of poin· ing out that it is laid down 
very clearly in "May " that quotations are 
only to be used to emphasise points, and not 
to be used as the m a in portion of a speech. 
I hope hon. members genera !ly will adhere 
as nearly as possible to that rule. 

HOKOURABLE ME21!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. SIZER (Xundah): I would like to 
offer my congratulations 'o the chief officers 
of the Department of Public Instruction, 
because I realise that the State has in them 
excellent men with vision, _,·ho are develop
ing the children of Queensland alcng right 
Iincs. I am quite satisfi.ed h :t, if they are 
left unfettered and free from interference bv 
those who know very little about the job 
they arc handling, education in this State 
·will progress on sound lines, and we shall 
build up a cla" of men and women who 
would be a credit to anv natio ·1. I < hink 
that the pro.-ision made 'by the department 
for developing technical education in the 
direction of agriculture, including the giving 
of diplomas having the .-aluc of a university 
quahfieation in agriculture, is a s·ep in the 
right direction and a move forward in a 
subject which has becn long neglected, and 
will bring useful results both to the students 
and to the State. The time has long since 
arrived when tf'Phnical tra;nlng in connec
tion with agriculture shruld be e-ivcn sorne 
consideration by the department': I know 
full well that a schPine to establish a techni
cal agricultural college at Zillmere in con
junction with the technical col!Pge in the 
city has boon under consideration for many 
years. The object of "hat scheme is to g·ive 
more practical educ1tion to those anxious to 
become farm<Jrs. i'lome d the late 0fficors 
of the dcpartment-particularlv Mr. Story
'v~::~re tren1endouslv keen on the srheme, and 
I believe that if it had not boon for financial 
reasons 'he scheme would have boon in opera
tion to-day. I hope that the Mini~ter will 
give that matter very s0rious attention. 

There is a certain matter that I would like 
to deal wi·h, although I am not snr<' whether 
it can be rectified. I ccrtainlv think the 
Minister would be doing- far m'ore good in 
turning his atte'ltion in that direction rather 
than in connection with manv other wa"ters. 
I w<mld like to know if it is. not poesible for 
some nrran!!emont tn be made so that the 
Dcpartnwnt' of Public Inotrnction ran control 
the buikFng of Sta'e school<. Tho prosPnt 
; vstem of dual ('ontrnl does not do iu~tire to 
those who arC' H·drnillietering the aifa.irs of the 
Departnwnt of Public In't''lld'Dn. That 
dPnartn1011t ref'eives an annli("->'~ti0n for a 
school and comes J o the decision that that 
school is ab::;DlutPlv nf'rP~Rarv to carrv on the 
education of the ('hildren. in a· ccrtain 
locality, but immediately the department 
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giv-es that decision it is dependent for the 
construction of that school upon another 
department which can treat the Department 
of Public Instruction as it likes. and the 
results are not as satisfactory as they should 
be. The school accommodation in mv elec
torate has been well considered, but I 'realise 
the handicap, as I think any Minister will, 
ii one department has to be dependent upon 
s<,me oth2r department that probably is not 
all<Jgether conversant with the facts of the 
case. It would be a far sounder policy, and 
would assist in the administration of the 
Department of Public Instruction if there 
was an instructional branch a·tached to the 
Department of Public Instruction which 
could immediately carry out the decisions 
arriv·Pd at by the department with respect 
to the necusity for erecting schools. Thal 
would be an advantage, and I believe it 
would expcuite matters very comiderably. 
I cio not intend to take up much time on the 
matt-er that has been under discussion for 
some 1ime, because, whatever tho Minister 
may attempt to do-he may attempt to 
c'xpungc certain statements from the school 
books-let me ascure him ho is not big 
enough ; his department is not big enough, 
and there are no men associa' cd with his 
party who are big enough to kill the glories 
that were accomplished bv men from Aus
tralia and other parts of 'the world. Their 
names will live, and their actions will live, 
whether the present :Minister expunges them 
from the school books or not. They will 
hve. and their soul will move through the 
people of A mtral ia for ever and oYer and 
should ever the occasion arise when the~ will 
be called upon to defend themselves::__not
withstanding that the accounts of such glori
ous actions have been expunged from the 
school books-that '>pirit will be awakened, 
and the people of that generation will rise 
to the occasion and do their dutv as did the 
people of this generation when the call was 
made 

The Minister is beating the air to a great 
extent. Hon. members opposite are not hi~ 
enough to kill that spirit, and therefore I 
take very little notice of what thev have 
said: If we only cast our minds back and 
reahse the amount of propaganda ,vhich thev 
as sDcialists carried on for vears and vcarS 
and then realise how it all broke do~vn i~ 
1914. we have sufficient ·evidence that the 
socialists in the different countries who 
believed the dodrincs hon. members opposite 
teach. had to take one side or the other and 
we found one a~tor another arraying t'hem
selves on the sHle of those who were in 
favour of war. Th"t was clear evidence that 
~he doe' rines which they were trying to 
mculcate bore very little fruit eyen amongst 
thcm,elves. If thev had been able to stand 
up to those doctrines. probablv there would 
~1avc b00_n no "-ar, but it 'vas· the very men 
!n the d'ff"rcnt coun'ries who had the same 
Ideals :1s hon. members opposite profess to 
Pntertam who made war poosiblo. Thev were 
the men who carried on the \Yar, and' manv 
of thoo.e men ar0 t_o-day standing in the way 
of propPr rf•paratinn and peaee. Thev are 
preventing the world from sdtling down into 
Its pr<'pr-r g-rooYc. lVIen vi·i h common horse 
sens0 bnlirYe that prot<ection of one's self is 
the fir-t law of Paturn. Those crentlem<>n who 
a:e O'lly the<'6sh asked us to "put aside our 
news on t 11at TY'atter. but at the crucial 
moment thev br,·ke down in the test. No 
m_attcr wh~t is clone, I am satisfied that the 
htstory wh:ch made Australia will live, and 

the .nemories of those men who were th.,. 
le~dcrs and those who did the work wiU 
live. Their spirit will go on long, long after 
the Labour partv and those administering 
its policy are dead. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN (Cool.): I desire to add a word' 
of commendation of the oflicers connected 
with the Department of Public Instruction 
for their laudable endeavour to extend the· 
facilities fo!.· prirnary and secondarv inE]true
tion, vocational clflsscs and technical educa
tion throughout this st'ate. 

I would like to take advantage of thic> 
opportunity to giv'' a meed of praise io tho"e 
officers who control the correspondence tuition 
section of the department. I note from the 
report of the depa rlmcnt that there has been 
a considerable extension Df operations in: 
that section. This syctcm was established in 
February, 1922, and during the first quarter· 
dter its initiation the number of teachers 
was only four, ctnd the number of pupils 129. 
During 1923 a great deal of progress was
made by thts system. These figure, indicate 
the progress made during that year-
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.A.ny hon. n1e1nber who rP!lresents nn outback 
electorate will agree that the institution of 
the corresponden~e tuition section is a matter 
of great importance and a gre.at bendlt to 
the settlers living in the isolated districts as 
well as to miners, timber-getters, aiJd others 
situated in less isolated portions of tho State .. 
I could quote many instances where parents 
hayo accepted with great pleasure the benefits 
extended to them and their children bv this 
ruethod of instruction. Let me gin; one 
icstance of a family with eight children" 
living about 60 miles from a township. 
The father and rr,other have taught those 
children and educated them to a standard 
compwrablo with tho standard attained by 
children who have been under the control of 
classified teachl'rs in the towns. I note by 
the report that it is intended to expand the 
scope of thio suL-department. It 1s q ..1ite 
possible that these children will bo able to. 
sit for and obhin scholarships and attend 
high schools; and I am sure the thanks of 
ll1e people who li ,.,, in those isolated parts 
will be given to the department for their 
assistance in this matter. I would lik.' to seH 
nt.ore publicity giYen to this system, because· 
1 notice that in some portions of the State 
thNe is a spirit of apathy and lethargy 
a1nong so1ne parent;.; and no attvntion is heing 
giY<'n to the possibilities of the system. The 
dPpartmcnt would Le well advised to ext0nd: 
fnrther the publicity of the system in order 
!hat the people outback mtty kuow the 
udya11tages to be gained from it. Tho possi
bilities of a child u-cdcr this sv Jtem are great. 
especially if the fathee and ·,·nether interest 
themselves in the initial stages of its educa
tion. 

I would like to ref€1· to the dilapidated 
condition that the department have ".llowed' 
oome of our schools in the no-rthern and· 
western portions of the far North to fall into. 

Mr. Ryan.] 
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I wish to instance the school at Port Douglae, 
which is rather an important district. Four 
.::years ago the a\·cragG attendance rd this 
.chool was only twenty-nine, bnt it has been 
gradually lncreas]l:h· until the attendance last 
quarter averaged (.,bout forty-fiYP. rrhe C'Oll
dition of the school is deplorable. ancl th:• 
department would be well advised to rebuild 
it. I understand that it \vas built fiftl' vcan 
>ego. It has been subject to th<c charactc'~·istic 
weather and the blows that occur P''riodi
·cally right throughout the 1'\orth. l'ort 
Douglas is establisl1ed 011 au isthmus and juH 
·out into the sea, "nd the school is built in a 
rosition that affords no shelter VNv oft -n 
theso cyclones occur suddenly, und it ~s quite 
possible that, if one ocours ,;-h n the dnldren 
aro in school, so . .ne darnagc~ will be donf~. 
'The school has been repaired time ont of 
number. After an existc•nco of il_ft-,· \·car;;; 
it ~s in such a s!ato fron1 tho ra,:~tgCs of 
white ants and th•e deteriorating dt<'d that 
J,he sea air has on the £ah-aHisc d iron that it 
-~hould be pulled U0\\~11 and reconsiruci·f'd. 
l suggest to the clepartment that the school 
1JP rebuilt on an nltDgc:ther nPw site, as the 
[,r-esent site is bogu;,·,· in \YCt \V0atht~r. 1-\nyonc 
who knows the srhool~and I know that the 
Under Secretary knows it tWetty v:oll, as 
he has passed through it times out of nnrnbn 
~is aware that it was not erected in a suit
.n ble position. I cornmend rny suggestion to 
the d<epartment. 

During thE> cout·se of this debatP a groat 
-deal of critic-ism has boon lcYcllcd at the 
l\1inister because ot sonro staten1ellt he 1nadc 
regar_ding the expunging or exclusion of 
·certaw lessons fro:n our school books. One 
who has followe-d the debate would think 
that the Minister had given it out that with 
one stroke of the pen ho would abolish war. 
The statement he made was that he would 
exelude from the school books anything- that 
tended to cncourugf' military cunbitiO"l and 

_jingois_nL That is a ver:: laudable step fm 
the Munster to take, and it is one he is to 
be applauded for. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL' He would substitutP 
articles that would "blow the J aps out of 
the water." (Laughter.) 

A Go\'ER!OIENT lilEMBER , It would take 
something tD blow you out of the water. 
(Renewed laughter.) 

Mr. RY AN: That is not the point before 
the Corn!ll1ttoe. The point is not war, or 
the glones of war, but whether the stop 
·taken by the J\1u'Ister to -expunge from our 
~chool books anything that would tend to 
mflan:c the minds of our children regarding· 
war Ls a laudable one. ~\ny hon. member 
knows that the plastic mind of a child is 
.an1enablP to rnatters C·onccrnino- war and 
thing3 of that kind. It has he;n a matter 

•of surprise to me, as ono who has sat in 
this Chamber fDr some years, that some 
Serrotaey fur Publio Instruction previous to 
the present occupant of that office did not 
take the step that has now been taken. The 
present time is opportune to move in the 
~lircction that the Minister is doing, because 
·throug-hcut the world active efforts are being 
Jna?e to 1nculcato arnong the people a spirit 
·of mternational peace and a spirit of peace 
amor.g Jneu. Tho League of Kations 'vas 

"established after the close of the war but 
up to the present the results achieved 'have 
not been what one might expect. I am one 
who believes that before ·ve can efface war 
"from civilisation and from being the bane 

[ lJ'h·. Ryan. 

of mankind there will have to be an organi
sation of Labourites throughout the world . 

n,1r. COLLJNS: Hear, hear ! 

::\Ir. RYAN' Before thct is clone the 
whole of the workers throughout the world 
will have to realise that their interests are 
ODB. 

::VIr. C'OLLINS' Hear, he-en! 

Mr. RYA::-J: Any hon. member who has 
follov;;cd tho trPnd of CYellt3 in foreign 
countries knows that this question is sinking 
deep into the minds of people, not only in 
English-spcaking rO!lHnuniLcs but through
out EnropP, Japarr, and China. It is refr;esh
ing to note how this particular pha,se of the 
qurdion is sinking into the minds of the 
people of China and Japan. The evolution 
of tinw and events will bring about the 
abolition of war. 

Mr. C'OLLrxs: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYA::-J: I do not care ,vhat any hon. 
member on ;either side of the ·Chamber says, 
I do not believe that war is inevitablc. 
vVar is going to be abolished. The scientific 
dcvelol>rnont that is going on throughout ·the 
worlcl will cause war to commit suicide and 
to aboli h itself. Only the other day I read 
about sorne great ~cienti~t of an inventive 
turn of mind who has evolved a sdwme by 
which bombs, bladders of gas, and disease
di~~sctninating gorrr1s can be C'arricd into the 
nir· by flying rr,achinos and airships and 
dropped amongst the armies. This will 
cause the peopie eventually to wake up. vVe 
onlv ncPd have one vvar and one exp-erience 
of the destruction of an army or of centres 
ol population by disc·•se germs, and the 
people will rise up and say. " Down with 
\-var and the glorification of war!" 

::Wr. CoLLIXR: Hear, he"-!' ! 

Mr. RY A::-J' The time will come when 
thoro will be an international brotherhood 
hctwe('n n1an nnd rnan-not only between 
the white rac{'s, but whPn iho "black and 
vcllow raocs of the world will put their 
heads together with the people of other 
countriC'""· and endeaYour to bring about \vhat 
I ha yo st<ttcd. I am one of those who 
believe that the time will come when crowns 
and kingdoms will be taboo. 

GovER!"ilVIENT ME~IBERS' Hear, hear ! 

Mr. RYA::-J: An eyo]utionary process will 
hrino· that about. \Vo sec e'.cnts happening 
cyery day that are tending- in that direction. 

Mr. KELSO: Will you giYe us a quotation 
from CurpLntcr ·: 

Mr. RY A::-J' No; but I will give you one 
from " Bobbic " Burns-
" Then let us pray that come it may

As come it will for a' that~ 
That sense and wodh o'er a' the ,,arth, 
May bear the groe, and a' that; 
For a' that, and a' 1hat. 
It's coming vet for a' that. 
That man to" man the world o'er. 
Shall brothers be for a' that." 

I do not believe that war cannot be done 
without. and I think the people of the world 
generally are pcacc~loYing, ~dthoug~ ~n times 
of war Dm· friends on the Opp0s1tron and 

their progenitors and associates 
[12 noon] throughout the world are a class 

of people who inflame the minds 
o£ nations, and cause racial hatred, class 
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bitterness, and all that tends to sunder and 
embitter nations o11e against the other, i;lnd 
thereby inculcate the desire for war in the 
peoples of the world. 

Mr. FRY (llurilpa): It is a pity that we 
should hear the inflammatory speeches of 
hon. members opposite at this juncture, be
cause they are of the essence which causes 
industrial strife and class warfare, and in 
the broader sphere, national wars. The 
Yery thing hon. members profess a desire to 
abolish is the yery thing they are exhibiting 
in this Chamber to-day. 

In reply to the hon. member for Loich· 
hardt, I ask the Secretary for Public Instruc
tion to put into " Hansard" and into tho 
£chool books beside that-that diatribe, cou
glomeratiol_l of abuse-the reply which I 
want to give to the hon. gentleman. The 
hon. member for Leichharrlt said he wanted 
to know what the Empire consisted of
what it means; what wo ha ye to show. The 
Secretarv for Public Instruction would be 
well ad,;ised if he would show the children 
the advantages of a \C\"hite Australia policy. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC I;,;sTmTTION: 
That is one of the items going in next 
Issue. 

Mr. FRY: It does not work in harmony 
with the remarks of the hon. member for 
Leichhanlt. I would like the hon. gentle
man to put in the advantao-es of the \Yhite 
Australia _policy, why that policy should be 
persisted m. and how it mav be maintained. 
Tho"e are things to which the Minister can 
profltably direct his attent,ion and thereby 
lay a good solid foundation for a true Aus
tralian sentiment \chich is supported in this 
Chamber and in Au:·,tralia generally. 

The SECRET IRY FOR PUBLIC IxsTRU'TION : 
It took you a long time to realise that. 

Mr. FRY: Oh, no! I am Australian-bern, 
and have it ingrained in me. What have we 
got from the Empire"! First of all, we have 
the freest community that the world has 
ever seen V\" o have a corr1n1nnit.v in whirh 
every man ha;,; equalitv. Undouhtedlv this 
is a direct rc,ult of our' British Empire. We 
have in every State a democracy managing 
and controlhnl\" Its myn affairs--

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC IN8THUCTION: 
\Vho is complaining of that? 

Mr. FRY:. That is what we havo through 
the British Empire. \Yo have the freest 
opinions in the world. I want the hon. 
gentleman to put that into the school books 
alongside of the remarks of the hon. member 
for Leichhardt so that our children may be 
able t? cany the matter to its logical 
<Jonclusion. 

The SEc!lETARY FOil PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
What about the Eureka Stockade? Would 
you put thd in? 

Mr. FRY: Yes, and I would cn·ate a 
true Australian sentiment. It mmt be borne 
in mind that the J\1inistr"' mav have a kink 
in. his political opinion, rrnci his political 
opinions 1nay not be on a sound basis, and 
maY be rc£\ectccl in his editing of the school 
le"ons. If the Secretary for Public Instruc
tion \Yen' sub1niticd to' an exatnination in 
history, the hon. gentleman would not come 
u;; to the ordinary fifth class standard. Yet 
hrl holds himself up as an authority to la:,' 
<lawn what the children should learn in the 
way of histGry. The hon. gentleman is going 
to attempt to lay down what is right and 

what is wrong. These are things that we as 
administrators must consider, not neces
sarily because it affects certain children, but 
because it affects my child, your child, and 
every child in the community. 

The SECRETARY FOil Pl:BLIO INSTill:CTION 
interjected. 

Mr. FRY: I quite realise that the hon. 
gentleman is getting a little rattled because 
1 do not agree with him. I am advising the 
hon. gentleman as to what he should do, and 
I am telling him that the Empire is not the 
rotten thing he would have us believe. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC IN~'l'Rl:CTION : 
I will not allow a statement like that to go 
unchallenged. 'l'he hon. member has said 
lots of things he would like people to believe. 
This statement is most untrue and I ask the 
hen. member to withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the 
·hon. member will accept the denial of the 
Secretary for Public Instruction. 

Mr. FRY: I do, but it does not conform 
to his advocacy of the views of Trotsky 
and Nietsche. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I remind the 
hon. member that when a denial is accepted 
it is accepted and there the matter ends. 
It is not in order to say the same thing 
again in a different ay. 

Mr. FRY: I accept the hon. gentleman's 
denial, but I think it is up to him to listen 
to any ad,-icc given from this side of the 
Chamber. 

The SECilETAilY FOR PUBLIC INSTilUCTION : 
Get back to your rat-catching. 

Mr. FRY: In my opinion, the hon. gentle
man is a mo;;t contemptibk individual. 

The CHAIRMA)J : Order ! I hope tho 
lwn. member will deal with the vote. 

Mr. FRY: On the question of educa· 
tion, thi" is an example of the hon. gent[.,. 
man's f1tness to occupy the position and of 
his f1tness to Jay down a curriculum for the 
education of the children of Queensland. If 
the hon. gentleman deals with the question 
of the school paper, let: him show how the 
White Australia policy is going to be main· 
tained without inculcating in the minds of 
the children that enthusiasm and that 
patriotism which will make them f1ght and 
dio for the \Yhite Australia policy and for 
Australia if we arc invaded bv a coloured 
race. The White Austra~ia 'policy is a 
challenge to the coloured races of the world. 
If they \rere to land here, are Wt' going to 
gjve them an open door and let them land 
without opposition? If they do come here. 
what are we going to do? Back down and 
&ay, ''Come in and read a set of Brennan's 
school books"? (Laughter.) That might 
make them quake, but they would soon 
get ovc;· that. Such a policy will not defend 
Australia. Let the hon. gentleman tell us 
how the \Yhite Australia policy is going to 
be maintained, for it is the settled policy 
of Australia. \Yhen the hon. gentleman dot's 
that. he will be doing a useful senice to the 
children of the State and io Australia as a 
whole. 

No one-no matrer who he is-whether he 
!Je the highest or the lowest in the land-is 
on advocate of w.ar \Var is a most horrible 
ihing, and brings with it all the ghastly 
tragedy that has been mentioned. That 
applies also to civil war. Right from tlt<> 

Mr. F'ry.) 



1064 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

dark ages and the days when barons used to 
sally forth from 1 heir castles on marauding 
('Xp0ditions, war Las alway:5 been the san1e, 
and has brought in its trail all the horrors 
r..nd miseries of &acrifice. But it rnust be 
Lorne in mind that, whilst wa-r has been 
non·ible. it has bmught about the rcsuhs 
which we see to-dav >:lame of the wars which 
have taken place \~Tere unjustiJiable. ~~obody 
wants war. At the S'tme time I fail io see 
how war is going to influence the n1iru!s of 
the youth of Australia when, in the words of 
the hon. membc,r for Bundaberg, they want 
TO know why. If you start to teach a child 
anything, it is not very long before he wants 
~o 9uest_]on you and cross-Ctur3tion you. So 
It 1s w1th the youth and manhood of the 
country. 

'['he CHAIR:V1AK: OrJcr! The hon. m<'m
ber has exhausted the time alloweJ him nndcr 
the StanJing Orders. 

At 12.11 p.m., 
Mr. GLEDSON (Ipsu·ich), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chaii·man 
in the chair. 

Mr. WEIR (Jloryboro1t(Jh): I hope tho 
result of this di,cussion on the cducatiunal 
vote will have th" result of recreating the 
'chool papers. and that the school books 
generally will receive so:nc material benefit 
from the discussiun which has extended over 
the last day or two, though I am mic of those 
who do not expect much as a result of the 
discussion. I am just afraid that events that 
may transpire within the next week or t'.rO 
may not give us the result we should have. 
At all events I am prepared to say rhat all 
credit Is due to the Minister who makes auy 
nttempt at all to cut out of thB school books 
anything that tends to glorify war. iVhethcr 
he is stwcessful or not is a matter that time 
alone will tell; but. if it is done then all 
credit to the man who did it. \Ve' have had 
n_ine years of Labour rule, and duriug that 
tll!!O we have been hoping that this sort of 
tlun_g would come, and after nine years one 
begms to reahse what might have been done 
had we faced this issue in the early stages 
of the war. At all Bvents it is not too late 
to mend the evil, and I hope that something 
serious will be done. 

I want to deal with a most important !Jhaso 
of the educatwn vote and ono that appeals to 
r~e parhcula_rly; that is, the question of 
hnlong up, If we can, in smno dc~finih· "\vav 
the teaching sy"te'tis we have at the pre~on't 
time. \Ve have the prima'l·y schools and 
s.econdary schools in three forms-high 
bChools, grammar schools, and technical col
leges-aud the Dniversitv. To mv mind as a 
layman, there is a lot ,;£ waste effort and a 
lot of waste money as between the two forms 
of seoondary education. I can see in our oYnl 
city cases in point~scienco masters anJ com
mercial master, being kept bv both grades-· 
ono at the technical college ~'lnd one at the 
g'ramrnar EchooJ. In our city we haye a 
shorthand teacher at the grammar scho0l and 
there is also a shorthand teacher at the 
technical co:lcgo. \Ve have a commercial 
teacher at the grammar school and a. CD<ll· 

mercial teacher at the tochniC'l.l collcoro and 
w on right down the piece. \Ve h,;-'v~ cer
tainly m ado some. attempt to link up the two 
systems hy ereatmg a secondary education 
block eC' that we shall ultimal<ch b:e '"blc to 
eliminatP the wast0 effort and collaborate the 
whole of our efforts with a view to getting a 
more definite result from the e daries that we 
pay now to the science and other masters in 

[Mr. Fry. 

our secondary schools. I hope the Under 
Secretary and the Minister will St>riously 
consider this quc,tion, and that before long 
we Rhall sec something more definite beincr 
done than is being don·~ novv. o 

I<.verybodv knowo that the Gnivcr,,.'tv at 
the present" time is a hotbed of sno1oocracy. 
iYc ought to consider seriously whether we· 
at<' justifled in spoon-feeding an institution 
that is placing such a handicap on our efforts 
to irnpr?ve the conditions of the \Yorking 
class. The efforts of those who aro cndea
Y.curing to improve the working-class condi
nons in this State are being bridled bv the 
fact that they view the situation th;ough 
the smoked glasses of the anti-Labour teachei· 
of economics, and the anti-Labour teache1· 
of ethics. I hope in time to come that we 
shall do something definite towards eradi
cating these influences. I auitn admit that 
there aro a lot of good things that the 
L'niversity does, and I quite see that some 
Inast"'T n1inds in the Senate are nu:kfn{)" a 
special effort to do the decent thing by pe~plP 
who are after education. Th<.',c ru·c thing-s 
3 ou can co1n1ncnd. These are things you c~n • 
draw the atten_tion of the pub!ic to as Leing 
a decent effort m the mterest of worki .. g class 
people, but, by-and-large, tho 'l'ni,-orsitv is 
tho home of snobocracy. · 

. The_ big question, if we can call it a ques
tion, IS the war question in the schools. "vVe 
haYO heard a bombardment from the other 
side about the glories . of war. I do not 
mind yol! pu· ting in the school papers all 
this rubbish about war provided you tell the 
truth. I do my best as a parent to train the 
minds of my " kiddi,es " to something highe1· 
and more eleYating than all those blood
curdling incidents of war. It is the du .. y of 
the parents, just as it is the dutv of the 
teacher, to teach some higher and more noble 
aim than letting the blood of other people 
out in ihe street. iVe have that dutv as 
parents, as school teachers, and as a s"tate. 
Then whv not eliminate this rubbish 
about all the glories of war? What is the 
neflcl for a man to tdl his children that their 
uncles won the war and let someone else's 
blood out in the street. even if in the process 
they may have had their own blood let out? 
The point is whether war is worth while; 
whether we can justih war in our age or 
whether we ought not "rather to develon ! he 
intelligence. As we see war or a refe .. rence 
to war in the school books now, we see the 
distorted Yiew of the historians of the war. 
who only look at the thing from 'he point of 
view of the militarist. You very rarely see 
anything from the point of ,-icw of those 
opposed to militarism. \Vhich is the better· 
-anti-milita"ism or pro-milituism? "vV c find 
on both sides of the Chamb0r men whose 
views are definitely onposed to v ar. \Ve 
have a man on this side. like the hrm. mem
ber for Fitzrov. whn is in favour of cverv
thing in the 'working-class movement, but 
"·ho is onlv contaminated bv ono fact. and 
that is the. fact that he has· br•rn a soldier. 
h J!wre not a lesson in that? Ho i~ a man 
of the noblest and highest ideals, >tnd 
will do evervthing possible to help thn work· 
ing-class movement of this Shto. No one 
doubt< his sincerity. yet on thP question of 
war he him~olf runs amok. Dors not that 
mak' \Ou think? I sav •hat. bolieYing that 
the bo.st nf miPds can be contaminated and 
permeated by this rnbbish. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I may think that your mind 
is contaminated. 
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Mr. WEIR: I might think the hon. mem
ber's mind is contaminated, but he and I are 
no\ going to squabble on the issue. He has 
always been big enough to tell me if he 
thinks I am wrong, and I am prepared to 
face him if I think he is wrong. I give him 
cred't for all that he has done for this move
ment. I see the danger to any man who tries 
to dG the decent thing or the right thing. 
If he gets military ideas into his mind, he 
canno\ chase the stuff out. I had brothers 
who became permeated with the same stuff, 
but I nope their boys in mrn will forget all 
about \his militarism and realise that it is 
retarding the working-class mo.-ement. I 
hav-e always profess<:>d to be a muscular 
Christian. I am not one of those who believe 
in the doctrine of tm·ning the other cheek. 
If anyone strikes me with a brick, I get a 
bigger brick. I do not make an~· bones about 
it. V\'hiJe WO have th(se troubles between 
man aml man-there is a vast difference 
between a row vou make yourself and sett le 
voursclf and tho row I he other fellow makes 
nnd leaves yoq to settle. I object strong!,· 
to anyone putting this stuff into my child 
and leaving him to settle somebody else's row. 
Those who bre,ed the row can settle it. 
What is wrong with the kings of England 
and these other kings settling the row? Au 
hon. member referred to the old barons who 
gird on their armour at the first beat of the 
drum and go off to battle becauso'J it is part 
and parcel of their make up. I have no 
objec•ion to them doing that. Neither have 
I any objection to my bulldog getting out 
into the mi·ddle of the street and having a 
scrap. They are both born to fight. I do 
not ··~e why they should not exterminate one 
another. as it will be for the benefit of the 
other class that doe•• not want to fight. But 
I do object to my children being taught this 
stuff. Let U' take a broader view. If there 
is any necessity for teaching '' ar subjects in 
the schools, why not be frank about it? Do 
not let us tell them about the Germans otit
r~:t~ing the won1en and that sort of thing in 
order to g0t recrui's, as vvas d-one during 
the war. Thev also told them that the sink
ing of the '' Lusitania " was an outrage 
against society and decency and that sort of 
rubbish. Now we have a refutation of that 
which might well be put into the school 
books. The Supr<>me Court in New York 
found that the "Lusitania " \Vas a cruiser 
in the employ of the British narv. and that 
the German Ambassador in the . United 
States of .\m,•rica warned the people not 
to g·o on the boa.t because she was doomed 
to be sunk. as she was in the scrap. We 
did not hear anything of that during the 
war. \'{e now have Admiral Sims telling us 
that there is no record that he can find of 
any outrage bv German sailors or captains 
of German U boa's. \Ve did not hear that 
durirog the "·ar. Admiral Sims says that he 
can find evidence of these men having made 
some decent attempts to res2t1e drowning 
sailors. but no evidence of outrages by them. 

:Yir. BRAND: Are you prepared to swallow 
that? 

Mr. \YEIR: I am not prepared to swallow 
that. I believe !hat Admiral S'ims is liable 
to the same lapses as auybnd~· else; but if 
the other statements are published, then 
Admiral Sims's statement should be pub
lished as well. 

Mr. MORGAN: You do not know anything 
abont it. 

Mr. WEIR: I do not know anything 
a bout it. I am not in a position to refute 
the 'statomPnts. That is why I do not 
swallow iL I connot prov<J Admiral Sims's 
statement, and I will not accept the other 
rubbish because I cannot prove it. 

'What dooc• war bring? We speak about 
the glories of war. We see the r<Jsults in the 
8trcet every day-poor unfortunate demented 
soldiers, maimed and crippled soldiers. 
ruined women, and the afflicted children of 
shell-shocked parents. The•se evil effects will 
be apparent in the country for the next fifty 
or sixty yca.rs. \Y c see the suffering it has 
caused to pat·ento who have lest their sons 
at the front. Ir.stcad of allowing anybody 
to permeate th8 child mind in our State 
'chools with any of this stuff, let us show 
the children the terrible rPsults of war. Boys 
and girls, as they grow up, will then, be able 
10 put their own construction on these 
lllattcrs as they arise. 

Let ns look at the result of war in other 
parts of the world. The conditions there 
tEight be dealt with in our school books, if 
it is necessary to teach the lessons arising 
from wu-which I do not think it is. The 
information ,should be given to the children 
if the other half of the subject is included. 
'l'ake, for instance, the question of black 
troops in France. Who is going to dare to 
tell my child that you can go through the 
cots in the hospitals there and see rows and 
rows of half-lweed children. \liTho is going 
to tc'll my child-and the ·documents are 
ayailable for reference-that ministers of the 
go,pel, scientists, and members of other pro
fe~sional classes, have given their svrorn 
testimony to the effect that they know of 
caE{'S \vhere vefl.eroal di,seaso has increased 
bv 300 pC!' mnt. in the occupied areas in 
Germany \Vho is going to dare to tell our 
bovs and girls that the girls of decent 
G0rman parents have been publicly outrag<'d 
in the .middle of the road hy the dirty black 
ra bblc who have been sent there by the 
.\Jlicd Gowrnments? I do not believe that 
th.' child mind should have anything to do 
\Yith this 'tuff. You tell me that you glorify 
war. Of course you glorify war-for a pur
pose-for war is a part of the capitrJistio 
svstem ! If it was not for war, you coulrl not 
Jive under that system. You now expect me. 
as a working·class parent, to accept a system 
which disastrously permeates the mind of 
tho child I am endeavouring to bring up 
decentlv. I was not born a bulldog. and J 
do not "believe in fighting if I can help it. 

::\Jr. CLAYTON interjected. 

Mr. WEIR: There is no wowsm• about 
me. If tho hon. member had been here he 
would have heard me say I was a muscular 
Christian. 

::VIr. CLAYTON: I was here, but I did not 
believe it when you said it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 'WEIR : As a matter of fact, the hon. 
tr.embor has just sneaked into the Chamber 
this minute. 

:VIr. FRY: He has been here all the time 
vou have been speaking. 
, Mr. CLAYTON : I have sat here all the time. 
That i, a terminological inexactitude. 
(Laughter.) 

::\fr. WEIR : I have heard that remark 
before ; it is born of a drunken revel in the 
Marvborough Club. When the hon. mem~er 
for I(urilpa was speaking I drew his attentwn 

Mr. Weir.] 
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to the fact that nobody on his side was 
listening to him. The hon. member for Wide 
Bay was not in at that time. 

I want to talk in the limited time at my 
<lisposal about the need of elimina ling every 
reference to war from the school papers and 
books-not glorifying war, because thoro is 
no glory in it. It is a systern which gets us 
nowhere. Some hen. members opposite have 
been talking about the dangers from Japan, 
and the nococ,sity for getting reMly for the 
next spasm in this blood-lettiwr business, but 
I do not see that there is anv reason for 
scare in that quarter. Hon. m~mbers oppo
site may not agrceo with me; but I say that, 
if you prepare for war, you will got war 
where the chicken got the axe. I hope that 
mv children will have none of this \Yar 
sp.~rit. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide JJay): I have 
listened with keen interost to the remarks 
of the hen. member for J\1aryborough con
cerning war, but I do not intend to deal 
with tho question at any length. I am abso
lutely certain that, if a foreign foe should 
attack our shore'', men like the hen. mem
ber for Maryborough and the hon. member 
for Bowen arc not going to prevent our 
young fellows from defending their country. 

Mr. CoLLIKR: \Ve never said anything so 
d"mnably ridieulot,s. Why don't you toll 
the truth? (Laughter.} 

Mr. CLAYTON: I know the hon. member 
for :\llaryborough does not believe altogdhor 
in what he has be<en advocating. I think 
he is of opinion that it is good stufi to 
use and that it will get him somewhere. but 
I am inclined to think that he will be 
droppccl by the public when they read his 
remarks. I also think that the public will 
a~k that the Secrdary for Public Inctruction 
should hE' removed from hi, position in the 
Cabin{'t. When tho Minister makes the 
statements which we have heard so much 
about I am inclinod to think he is not 
fit to occupy his pre,ont position. The> 
workers generally will not tolerate the stuff 
which cornc0 from the MiniEter. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTIOX: 
You arc a poor duffer. 

:Vh. CLAYTON: That is what I think von 
.are. There has bcC'n a V('rV keen di ;,cus~ion 
on the utterances of the Minister. I think 
~here is ver,v liltle dso to complain about 
111 reg·ard to the department. I have a grE'at 
many interviews with the department, as I 
have a large number of schools in my electo
rate, and I must say that tlw U ndcr 
Secrdary and the heads of the sub-depart-
1n0nt.s give 1nc every possible eonsidcration 
when I have to ,do business with them. If 
ot.her department. "ere conducted in the 
same way as this department, I do not think 
there would be very much criticism. That 
is evidenced by t ho fact that there has not 
been much criticism on the items under the 
"Chief Office" vote, the discussion having 
centred round the statements made by the 
Mini-kr wbich have inflam<'d the minds of 
the Opposition and the public. 

I would liko the ,department to havP mDrc 
control over the money required in the 
establishment of StAte schools. For in
stan(•,c, we have the Department of Public 
Worh controlling the expenditurE' that is 
needed for the erection of State schools and 
the providing of equipment. If the matter 
was under the solo control of the Dopart-

fMr. Weir. 

ment of Public Instruction, we should kno~r 
exactly where we stood financially, and hon. 
members would not be kept waiting so long 
"·ith regard to the matters placed before the 
<IPpartmcnt. It is a simple matter to state 
your ea"' to the officers of the department, 
who will readily. agree, when you have a 
good case, to g1ve the mattor every con
sidei·ation. You will be told that your 
request will be granted: but there is a 
trNncndous delay occasioned through the 
Department of Public Worb having to be 
consulted in the matter. There are in
ct.anros in m v elcctora te as well as in other 
electorates ,\·here that practice has been 
detrimental to the children concerned. I 
\Yill iust read a letter I have receiYed from 
the Department of Public Instrur•tion re
lating to a school in my electorate, which it 
has become necessarY to remove. This letter 
was written on the '9th of January last-

" Sir,-
" With reference to previoe~s correspon· 

dence, I have the honour to inform you 
that the Minister, having had nnder con· 
sidc·ration the District Inspector's report 
on the application for the removal of the 
Munna Creek School to a new site, has 
a pprovcd of t ho removal of the school 
buildings, and their re-erection on a sit<.~ 
adjoining the recreation grounds. The 
carrying· out of the \York "'-"ill be subject· 
to public funds being available . 

.. Application ho.s been made to tlH' 
Lands DqJartment for the new site. 

"The \Vorks Dl'partment has bcPn asked 
for a report on the matter, and for the 
f"timated cost of the removal of the 
buildings to the new sito." 

fl2.30 p.m.J 

l\"othing was dmw. I had occasion therefore 
to visit the departrnent, and I have this letter 
iu reply, dated 16th September-

.. Sir.-\Vith ref.:rE'ncc to yoLlr ir:quiries 
as to what action is b0ing takrn in regard 
to the r<;moval of the Munna Creek School 
buildings to a new site, I have to inform 
you that this department still awaits from 
the vVorks Department a report in regard 
to the matter. and also the estimated cost 
of remoYal. 

"The \Yorks Department has bE'cn re-
quested to expedite action in the' matter.'' 

Ilow is the Under Secretary of th;s depart
ment or the J\linistN to conduct the affairs 
of the dP]Mrtmcnt when he is depPlldent on 
another dopa rtmcnt ., The same thing exists 
in connection with the con:·truction of schools. 
I eau point to two instances in n1y electorate. 
ln whicl1 the construction of thP school \Ya.3 
approY cl last session. one of \\ hich lms not 
bl'(~n opcnc,d y0( and the othf'r was opened 
only a couple of months ago. When we open 
up the country and sl'ttle people on the land. 
\Ye mHst nrovido facilities for the cducatwn 
of their ehildrcn. and I am inclined to think 
thct. if tlH' Department of Public Instruction 
controlled the Pxpenditure of the funds Yoted 
for the accommodation of the children, some
thine· \mn'd be' .done in a direction which 
;nmld bo ]yneficial to the settlement of the 
State. 

Mr. FARRELL (llockh'lmpton): I would 
ju,t lik• to reply to tlw attack which has been 
made lJ\· thl' leader of the Opposition on the 
Tcach0rs' Union. This is the scconrl ocf'asion 
on which he has indulged in such an attack, 
in \Yhich he sccms to take a fiendish delight. 
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He dealt Y:ith two matters-the prevention ot 
prize-giving. and what he tPrmed the decision 
Df the Teachers' Union to prcYPnt yoc:ational 
<'lass teachers fro1n 1naking exhibit~ at diH'cr
<'nt shnws. LPt m" con et the• L•ader of the 
Opposition straio·htawav and tell hirn that 
teachers of ::-.choo.~ vvith ~<Jcut.ional cl<1~ses haYl' 
rt-cPin_•d no dircetions from the 'l'eachci~· 
l_~nioll. 1lw tPacllcrs of th -,st' cla:3scs are 
]lPJTnitted to Pxhibit at t.hP Yarious show:'. ..:\:; 
n nwttc•r of fad. '' hc·l'P tl:('n~ an: vccaticHJa l 
-classes i11 rural schools, the tc•acht~r:-. haYP b <'n 
rcqupstc•d hy thP departrnL'Et. tu nutkc vxhibit~ 
at counh·y shows, with this proviso-ilHtt 
they arc not to be conlpciitiYP. Althuu1h th.' 
l0acll'r of the Opposition made tlw >tatemcnt 
that the T0achprs' 1'ninn had forbidden the 
h'af'h 'r:-:: to f'X~lihit at th~~:::,~ sho\\::<, 1nv iufor
mation this nlol'ning·, obtain0d fron1 thC SPcrc
tal'y ol th<' TNtchPrs' lJnion, is that the 
statcn1Pnt i:-:; not a fact. 

.Mr. 1\fooRE: I say it is a fact. 

Mr. FAHRF.LL: I say emphatically that 
the lead.r of the Opprsition made a false 
><tatcmeut "hen he said that the Teachers' 
Union hro fcrbidden these exhibits. 

Mr. MOOHE (A.ubiony): I rise to a point of 
order. I did not make a false statem<mt: I 
inquired fro!ll a sf'hool comruitt~-'eman as to 
the rca:-:-on why exhibits Yl.-cro nut sho\vn, and 
the reason given to me by the comruitte,'man 
was that th•,' teacher had informed him th•n 
the Teachers' Lnion forbade them to make 
~nch exhibits. I ask the hon. member to 
withdraw his statement. 

The TK\Il'ORARY CHAIR!\IAX: I did 
not ~ndL'r,tand the hon. member for Hoc':
hampton to say that the lead0r of the Opposi
tion made a false statemPnt, but that the 
Secrctarv of tho Teachers' Union inform d 
him tlw.t the lL'acler <1f the Opposition had 
made a false statement. 

Mr. FAHHELL: Thank vou, Mr. Glerlson. 
The Srct·dar:c of !he T0aclwrs' Union in
formed lllfl this rrwrning that th0 stateme11t 
cf the leade-r of the Opposition was incorrect. 

Mr. MoORE: You said a false stat,mcnt. 

Mr. FAHRELL: What is the diff0renc' 
between a false state1ncnt and an incorrect 
·one? The departm nt llUs asked the teachers 
of rural schools and schools YYherc there arP 
vocational C'la:-;scs to exhibit at thG :-:ho\\-s, and 
the T('aclwrs' t.:nion ha::: not jnterff'rcd \vith 
but has endorsed the fiction of the department. 
The onl thing the Teachers' Union had laid 
down is H·at those <'xbibitil slull not be 
cornpctit.ive. There \vill l1c no cOJnpetlt1oll 
iwtwcen the Yarious schools, but lh • <'xhihits 
will be a rdlrx of the work which is being 
·don(; in the da~-.:.cs. 

lVlr. ~TOORE: The union squibs v.hen it comes 
to the pnint. 

Mr. FAHRELL: It does not, awl if tlw 
hon. 111 rnbt~r wants to find how man:;' squib~ 
there arc in th<> Teachers 1:Picn, let him 
att0nrl the annual confer<>ncc. Th0 other point 
raised was the question of oth0r ·r xhib1ts at 
the various shows. It is quite true thal the 
T('nchC'rf-1· ·cnion has clircctc>d it~ members to 
stop making· exhibits, and I sha 11 giye the 
reason for it. L t me say first of all. however, 
that the dc'rision was not a decision Df the 
exccntiYe of the union but of the conference>, 
where re)WPeentati' cs {Jf the whelP of the 
teachers of Queensland w0re gathered. Lot 
nw ask the leader of th~ Opposition whether 
'hP eonld nossibh- show tlw work of a teacher 
~n h'>'t)h'(• rnontb3 b.v ·exhibiting a copy book or 

a.n cxereisc book at a sho\v? The great work 
which ihe toacf1cr does during the year is 
the dov<•lopment of the child's mind, and the 
fo1·n1ation of charnetcr iu the child. The 
tPach·:r dot'~ not give a twopenny durnp 
"lwtlwr, whc'n the chile! leaves school, he is 
al1le to a11alyse a Uifficu1t pa~~mgo of English 
or conju1-~ate a particular YC'rL, or draw a 
map of Rus ·ia CO!Tt'ctly; but he does care a 
lot wlwtlLr that child can think for himself 
>tltd whether his mind is properly trained. 
l say that the principle of the exhibit is wrong, 
tH'caus~~ it does not sho'x the 'vork ''>hi eh has 
b ·pn done during the twelve months. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. member has exhausted the time allowed 
to him by the Standing Orders. 

J\Ir-. DASll (Jluudinulwrm): I want to take 
thi~ opr)ortunity of tcndcri

1
ng 1ny thanks ~o 

tlw dcparhncnt for what tnPy have done 1n 
1nv electorate and also in tho Stat·2 generally. 
TllP "ork which has been accomp:i,hcd has 
~l'C'lred gTeat results. I \vant also to say that 
I have alwa.rs cxpcriE'nc_d tht' utn:1cst c~urtesy 
from !he head and cyerybody else m tho 
department. I particularly co:Jgratulatc th.:; 
dt'p:.utnl nt 011 the <:stablishnwnt ill Town~.
,-ilJe recently of a high school. L'ntil that 
'nl~ done Town·,villc was orH' of the few ~1g 
c-iti•·' in Queensland which had not a h1g·h 
, .. ,!Jool '"tahli·hcd at its technical college. I 
wo:dd, however, like to bring under t~t~ 
attent'oTl of tlw dep:utmcnt the fact that m 
tltt' '\'o··th laruc numb rs cf young people 
IYish to lParH b;des, but the Technical College 
in TownsYille has not a yyorksho,, up to the 
Ht'CP!'.~arv standard. \Ve arc earr,;·ing on under 
\ crv diffieult eircu1nstanc _,,, ftnd the reason 
for· it j~ the financial potijtiou. I trust that, 
y:hL•ll the outlook bl'comcs a bit brightc!·, 
:-:on1cthing "ill be done tc)warc~s providi~1g an 
l'p~to-datt~ ,vorkshop. so as to g1vc~ ~h0 children 
in the J'\orlh the sam2 opportumbes as those 
in tiw South. 

The department is to be cong;ratulatecl 
on the introduction of 1 he domcstlc science 
car I would suggest that the department 
o-et. in touch with the Home Secretary's 
J)epartment and equip . th?t car with chi~d 
welfare educatwnal facJltties. It IS _a very 
easy matter for a nurse to traYel w1th the 
car and she could go round the cl1stncts 
v:h~re it is not possible to cstnblis_h baby 
c'inics, and giYe the mothers lessons m ch1ld 
"elf are. That '' ould he a very economical 
mcethod of conyeving that instruction to the 
mothers. I bad· the honour of inspecting 
the domestic science car at Miles quite 
recently. and in conyersation with the 
teacher in charge, I sathercd that very g·ood 
work \Vac, being accmnplishc:d. Tho car \Vas 

well fitted up, and I saw the class at work. 
rrhe children \verc receiving very good atten:
tion, and groat work "as being done. I woul_d 
a !so like to suggest that •xhen the car IS 
rushed into a siding something further 
shonld he done. \Ve know that, when ll"sons 
ia connection \Vith cooking aro in operation, 
a C'crtain amount of \>;-aste \Vater runs out 
of the ,inks on to the grnuncl around the 
car. The department should get in touch 
with the gangr2rs or station-tnastcTs i!1 thu;3~ 
district', and request them to dw a dram 
so that the waste v·atPl' can be carried 
a way from the car. If that were don0. it 
would inako the conditions much more plea
sant for those concerned. 

The domestic science school at Townsville 
is a very good sch<Jol. I had the honour Ol 

Mr. Dash.] 
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visiting it when dinner was prepared for the 
Premier on his arrival in 'Townsville on one 
occasion. 'The dinner and the service were 
equal to any that could be obtained at any 
flrst-class hotel, and great credit is due to 
those students for the way in which the 
cooking was done and the service carried 
out. Everyone at the dinner spoke very 
highly of the work accomplished by the 
teachers and the students. 

Townsvillo is a fair distance f rorn Bris~ 
banc, and I quite agree with the hon. 
member for Rockhampton that ome facili
ties should be given either in the way of 
allowing profeosors to visit the Central 
district and the .i'\ orth, m: in tho way of 
making arrangements at a time when the 
Teachers' Conference is held in Brisbane for 
those professors to visit this Stat>.J so that 
the teachers from all over ~uccnsland may 
have an opportunity o£ h0aring what they 
have to say. If that were done, it would 
go a loug way toward, n'moving any ill
leding which may exist between the teachers 
on account of the Southern teachers gettmg 
tho benefit of these profes,ors' visits, while 
those in tho Central and :\orthern districts 
are unabie to benefit by their visits. 

A good deal more could be done in con
nection with itinerant teachers. In some 
cases they have to travel with a buckboard 
and hor~;es, and that means of conveyance 
is now out of date. \Vhen the department 
send a teacher to the country, they should 
fil him out with the most up-to-date means 
of conveyance to enable him to get over the 
country. If they did that the teachers 
would be able to do much better work, and 
would be able to get in touch with more 
fa.milies. In some portions of tho country 
where schools arc established the difficulty 
of fjnding accommodation for the teacher If 

a great worry to the department. So far 
as I know, the department are always will
ing to send teachers to any district where 
some resident of the district is prepared to 
give the teacher accommodation at a fair 
and reasonable charge, but the greatest diffi
culty is in getting some one to put the 
t<:oachcr up. The people are of the opinion 
that a teacher requires a lot of waiting on, 
and they consider that they are not able 
to give the attention they think the teacher 
requires. I am satisfied that, if arrange
ments could be made with someone in the 
district to house the teacher properly, a 
grca t deal more could be done. There is no 
doubt that that is the greatest difficulty. 
I know from experience in trying to get 
teaclwrs appointed to different schools that 
that is one of the drawbacks. In the back 
country there are large numbers of school 
children whe have never seen the city and 
have never visited the coa:;;t. If somo 
arrangement could lw made for instance, 
in North Queensland, whereby the children 
ol the back country could be transported to 
Townsville for a week or two during their 
holidays, it would be of great benefit to 
tl1em. In somo parts of New South Wale& 
that system is in operation, and it would 
be a good system to put into operation in 
Queensland. Then the children o£ the city 
should be given an opportunity of visiting 
the back country so as to obtain an idea 
of what the back country is like. 

A good deal has been said regarding the 
r·limination from our ~chool books of all 
matters dealing with war that are likely to 
inflame the minds of the childre)l. I quite 
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agree with that policy, but we should go a 
little further when educating our children, 
and we should give them a little bit of 
Queensland history. A very fine little pam
phlet coLrld be published and distributed 
amongst the children dealing with tho great 
industrial struggles of their fathers and. 
grandfathers, which enabled them to be 
plnced in the position that they are in to-day. 
For instance, a very nice little pamphlet 
could be writter. on the 1891 strike, when the 
employers endeavoured to introduce a 
system :1f freedom of contract. The 1891 
strike was the first serious tight in connec
tion with the White Australia policy. It. 
will be remembered that in those days 
Chinamen and all sorts of coloured aliens 
were working in the pastoral industry, and, 
·when an endeavour \Vas rnade to ernploy 
Chinamen to unload the boats in Brisbane, 
a very serious fight took place. vY e could 
go a littlo further, and publish a little 
pamphlet dealing with the exclusion of the 
kanaka from the sugar industry. That wa' 
a most important fight which was fought 
very bitterly l;oth by the Labour party and 
the industrial unions and by the Torio·· in 
opposition to their exclusion, who said that 
the sugar industry could not be carried on 
unless we had coloured labour. A little 
pamphlet dealing with the ~onditions of the 
sugar iudustry when the kanaka was em
ployed and the conditions of the sugar 
industry to-day urider white labour \\ ould 
be very insttuctive, and would show the 
children who were responsible for the estab
lishment of a White Au;;tralia. As the 
Premier has suggested, we could publish a 
liJtle pamphlet dealing with the activities of 
ihe A.W.A. in North Queensland. The 
children should also be taught something 
about the industrial history of unionism as it 
applies to this State. \Ye know that there is 
a big controversy to-day on the question of 
whether a person should belong to a uni011 Ol' 

not, and the children should be given to 
undcrbtand that, when they grow~ to man
hood, their first duty is to those who !l1ade it 
possible for them to cnjo·~· the conditions 
under which they live to-da}~. 

Mr. CLAYTON: You could give them a list 
of the wage reducers, too. 

~.Ir. DASH: I would include the hon. 
member with those. 'There would be nothing 
wrong in teaching in the schools that 1he 
policy o£ the Labour party is organisation 
along the lines of industry. 'There would be· 
Lathing wrong in teaching the children that 
•,rhen they grew up they should be unionist< 
first, as all the advantages they enjoy 
are due. to the industrial fights that took 
place in Australia and Queensland in the 
~arly days. There would be nothing wrong 
111 giving them a little bit of history like 
that, and also in pointing out that hon. 
members of the Opposition and their prede
cessors fought to prevent the workers from 
securing and enjoying the conditions which 
thm~ possess to-day. If the children are to be· 
taught the tru· h, the truth should be told in 
that direction as well as in every other "ay. 

At 12.51 p.m., 

'The CHAIR1IAN resumed the chair. 

1\h-. DASH: Very little Australian historv 
is taught in our State schools to-day, and I 
hope 1hat the Minister will go right ahead 
with his proposition to see that eo.nething 
about Australia is taught to the children in 
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:l;he sch?ols. Ir: the past nothing but 
1mpenahsm and 1ts glories have been taught 
to the children. It is nearly time that action 
was taken, ·even at this late hour, to make 
an alteration, and the Minister is to be con
gra 1 ulated on the stand he has taken. Everv 
hon. member knows what the results of wa~· 
have been. \V e have onlv to walk along our 
stmets day after day to sec the results of the 
last war. If anything could be published in 
i;he school books to point out to children 
tha! they had nothing to gain by war, it 
would be a step m the right di,·ection. The 
Labour Government of Queensland are the 
only Government that have Dmergcd from 
the "ar without being wrecked. It is a 
tribute to the Secretarv for Pnblic Instruc
·tion in this Government: who is the first Min
ister to inaugurate a policy on the linos he 
has indicated. I hope that he will not be 
stampeded by anything that the Opposition 
have sard or what the Tory Pre>ss mav sav. 
unlike the hon. member for Wide Bay,' I .a;:, 
-satrdied that the workers will stand to the 
Minis er as they have stood bv him in the 
past if he pursue~ the policy he has 
fiuggested. 

The hon. member for Burnett, during his 
speech in this Committee and oll other mat
ters, said that the people wero leaYing the 
country and commg into the cities. He also 
1ock the Minister to task because he had not 
<established nine additio~al schools and 
"'nlar~ed a.:d renoyated a number of others 
in h;s electorate. 

Mr. CoRSER: I did not connect those two 
·Biah::>ITI·ents. 

ll.fr. DASH: The hon. member made the 
statement that he wanted nine new schools 
huilt in his electorate, and that others 
rcqu;red enlarging and renovating. He also 
mentioQedon another occasion that the people 
wPrc lcavmg the country. I do not know 
how he can reconcile those two statements. 
His application for nDw schools and the 
<'nla rgement of others does not proYe his 
statement that the people are lcaying the 
<'Oun'r. for the city. 

ll,[r. CoRSER: I made application for ne\Y 
eclwols to be built in the Upper BUI·nett in 
-connection with the Government scheme for 
doser settlement. 

Mr. DASH: Hon. members opposite make 
statements to suit ihemwlves for tho time 
bcin<r bnt when their remarks on the admin
istration of a department such as this are 
anclvserl. we find they contain nothing but 
pra.ise for what t~e department is doing to 
ass1st the people m the countrv to educate 
their children. · 

TnE SrcRETARY FOR Pcrnr,rc- IKATR<CCTION: 
,~nd that is under a good Labour Adminis
h·ation. 

J\fr. MooRE: It is certainly under a Labour 
Adn1ini~tration, but not a good on0. 

:\fr. D,\SH: The Government haYe wiselv 
inaup:urate.d a systmn of education b~Y colT~
icpondence for the benefit of those children in 
the 'solated portiolb of Queensland whom 
the itinerant teachers are unable to Yisit. If 
th .. parents arc not educated and are unable 
tn i!'i,·e irstruction on the lines set out to 
their children, there is surely some person 
in thP dietriet who would bo only too glad 
t" assiot those children. I find that when 
thig rrrrf'Rnr.nrlenr;e svst<~n1 \vas instHuted in 
Dccencbcr 1922, 730 children were instruc;ed: 
on 31st March, 1923, this number increased 

to 1,032; on 30th June the number was 1,108; 
on the 30th September, 1,274; and in Decem
ber, 1923, it had further increased to 1,389. 
I also find that, wh<>reas teu itinerant 
teachers were engaged in December, 1923, 
the number was increased to nineteen in 1924. 
These figures prove that a good deal of 
cognisance has been taken of this new edu
cational system, and that the parents are not 
as b-ackward as hon. members would lea·d us 
to believe in appreciating it. 

I wi.sh to touch on one more matter before 
I conclude, and that is in connection with the 
allowance made to parents whose children 
arc fortunate enough to gain a scholarship. 
In the Korth. if the father of a child is in 
receipt of £240 per a,nnum, he cannot receive 
the allowance. We have cases where two 
members of one familv have g·ained a scho
larship, and because the father is in receipt 
of £240 per annum he cannot receive the 
allowance for either of his children. IVIy 
cont(•ntion is that in such a case the allov{
ance should be paid for one, if not for both 
of the children. If the allowance is paid if 
the father is not in receipt of more than 
£240 per annum, then he should receive the 
allowance for both children if his salary does 
not exceed £480. I hope that the depart
Inent vvill g-ive son1e ronc.,idt'ration to my 
fnggestion, ftnd thnt if_ the allowance cannot 
be granted for both children who have 
gained a scholarship, it will at least be 
granted in one case. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Brcmcr): I men
tioned ye,,terday the necessity for the estab
lishment of a State school at Booval North. 
I find that mv remarks haYe been a little 
1ni'~·understood.- I vvas not in any way com
plaining of the State school: in that district: 
I merclv wished to emphasrso that the State 
schools ·at East Ipswich and Silkstone were 
overcrO\< clod, and that the children were 
being accommodated on the verandas, under 

· the 8chool, and in eYery conc·ciYahle place 
that could be occupied. A school at Booval 
North would suit the people at East Ipswich 
and Booval, and could be conveniently 
,ituatcd between those two places. That 
would obviate the apparent necessity for 
enlarg·ing: both the schools I have_ men_tione.d. 
I am not in favour of the Amencan rdea of 
brinl!'ing a tremendous number of children 
or pl.'or)lo together in one centre sue~ as they 
have in Chicago and New YorJ,. We do not 
want to encourage congestion. Our idea is 
to encourage a spread of the population, and 
nothin o- would eo encourai!'e the spread of 
the population as the establishment of State 
schools in gro\\·ing centres. It was that 
point which I wished to emphasise when I 
spoke ou this vote yesterday, and I hope 
that wlrat I have now said ,dll mako the 
position particularly clear. 

At 2 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CooPER (nr,mrr), one of the 

pone] of T<emporarv Chairmen, rc'lieved the 
Chnirman in the chair. 

Mr. ROBERTS (Ji:ast 'l'oo ~~'' om 7Hl): I am 
iPdnecd to make a few rmnarks at this Btagu 
by reason of th<J hon member for Rock
t:u.mpton l!lakin_g, eon1c remark;" bcfor0 lur.::h 
m connectton wrtn the teachers rccommend'!
tion'S in the rnah.cr of eon1p0tition. \Vhiht 
I ·recognise that th teachers should <'"rtainly 
have some voice in the mattnr of education. 
the-Ye cornes a tin1c ''vhen it is rrdYisahlo t11at 
other people A.lso should be cor;sidPred, and 
this is ono of the timEos when I differ from 

Mr. Roberts.} 
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the recommendations of the Teachers' Gnion. 
Children themseh es Lko competition, and 
nHdoubtcdiy it bnngs out many a child who 
ctherwise \vould not rnakc good. 

Then there is the matter of tho teacher's 
idea regarding school cornmi j;teeF. I know 
ihat the Teachers' 1}nion nradc r+~rtain rcco,n
ltJOndations to the late Sec·reLtry for Public 
Instruction on the matter of school com
mittees recommcr.ding that the 1Hinistcr 
should 'take definite action where school com
n.ittees were to be appointed. I und<•rstand 
that a rearrangelYient was aftcrwarrls rnade 
which governs thro appointment of school 
committees. Tho report of tho Secrehry 
for Public Instruction which has ju't been 
circulated ohows 1hat it is to the interests of 
the State as a whole to cncourag·o these com
mittees. \Vhcn we look at the statements of 
inspectors of schools, who in their turn have 
been teacher i and c<msequently know the 
nH~thods prevailing, vve find the-y rnake 
favourable reports regarding srlwol conl
mittees. I shall quote from :Mr. Inspector 
Tayior's repot·t 0n page 46 of the annual 
·report. Speaking of the schools m ' .. he chs
tricts in which he made hts mspect10n, he 
says-

" In sBveral schools no con1mittces w;.;ro 
appointed. In a number of ~choois the 
committees appointed haYe been helpful, 
and no case of dissension has con1c to 1ny 
knowledge." 

On page 50 Mr. Inspector Smith rema.rks-

" School committees assisted materi
ally in forwarding the interests of the 
school·. T'he committe'' of Pmchnds 
Gpper deserve special. mention for the 
sple:cdid work they dtd m connection 
with the ·romoyal of the school hmldmgs 
from Moss View, the re-erection of the 
buildings on the new site, paiHtjng tho 
building, fC'ncing the grounds, etc.-all 
without financial assistance from State 
funds." 

Then we have the views of );h. Inspcctm· 
Denniss, whom I know very well. l\k. Denniss 
was a. tc'acher in the Toowoouha school for 
many years. rrnd W€ thought a gTcat deal 
of him. On page 56 of the report he says-

" As evidencing the enthusiasm, public 
spirit, and self-reliance displayed by c~m
mittees and teachers, I he followmg· 
additions and i1nruovem·ents lverc C'Ol11-

pleted during the year. At f'renzlau, the 
committee fenced the grounds a11d the 
school gardens; at G-lan1organ \Tale, a 
sports ground was laid out _and the co·tt
mittee purchased an addtliOnal :.tcrc of 
ground; at Cootninya, the grou_nds were 
murh improycd, and a tcnn1":: eourt. 
croquet lawn, 'md cricket pitch fom1ed; 
at Poziercs, a tennis court was made and 
the committee fenced the gardrm; at 
Yangan, .a cricket pitch was made; ai 
Swanfels, both a crickd pitch and tennis 
court \YOre formed. At l~mll Vale 
l'enlarkabl_ creditable "\York was done." 

At 2.5 p.m., 

circumstances we should certainlv give 
encouragement to them when the opportunity 
ci-l'crs. 

A new regulation has just been issued in 
the· matter of leave to teachers to take part 
in sports meetings. I do Eot know who i& 
rl>JlOIJsiblo for that regulation, but I say 
clcJiuitely that where there is. an opportumty 
for a teacher lo take part 111 any sp.ort. m 
the interests of the State or the dtstnct, 
then he should be given leave. l am saying 
that as one vyho has taken a very keen 
interest in sport, and I have oecasionally 
gone to private employers and :tskcd then~ 
to let some employee off in the interests oi 
the town and of sport. I was surpnsed 
when I saw a regulation two days a&'o 
which says that before a teacher can obtam 
such leave, the head teacher of the school 
must make a statement that the children 
will not suffer through the absence of the 
kachcr. If that is so, it looks to mo a& 
though there never will be any leave, as 
I cannot understand how any head tertcher 
is going to say that the absence of one _of 
the teachers is not going to interfere with 
the teaching in the school. Recogmsmg 
that under the system in vogue the teacher 
goes away at his own expense, I think con
siJeration n1ight be given hi1n in some way. 
I can hardly think that that regulation was 
intended to be read in the way in \\ htch tt 
has been interpreted I certainly hope It 
was not. I have made an effort on several 
occasions to get lea vo of absence granted to• 
teachers to enable them to represent thctr 
city, and, if the occasion arise•·:, I shalJ be 
prepared to do it again. I recognise that It 
is our desire that teachers should inculcate 
in the children a love of sport, and they 
are able to do that more effectively if 1,hey 
have taken part in sport themselves and 
know the difficulties and trials they have tn 
contend with. Those who have taken part 
in sport are more able to inculcate " proper 
cporting· spirit than those who have only 
got their knowledge from books. Person
ally, I desire to encourage sport. and I 
tbink the te>tchers should get leave of absence 
when necessary. 

There is another mattt'r that I dC;sire to 
refer to, and that is the way in which 
vonng teachers are appointed. \Ne know 
that in these days great attention is given 
to the child who passes the university junior 
examination. In the past the head teacher 
of the school \Vas permitted to make nomina
tions, but it is not so in these days. 

Mr. WEIR: A beautiful s:··-.tem that was, 
too. 

Mr. ROBERTS: The hon. member is 
entitled to his opinion. I quite realise that 
the great body of the teachers to-day wew 
1 orninatcd under that syctcm and. by and 
b.rge, they arc a creel it to the men and 
\' onu'n who nominated them. \Yhat doe& 
astonish me is that occasionally hon. mem
bers opposite arc very k('C'll on' notninations, 
alld on other occasions they take just the 
opposito view. There arc boys and gn·l,; 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. in our schools who are particularly adapted 
Mr. ROBERTS: That is further evidence to teaching, and the head teacher, from his 

ia support of tlwse committees. I mention observations over a number of years, will be 
this this afternoon because I realise that able to tell which child is the most likely 
school committees are of considerable to make a good teacher. There is n possi-
aclvantage. These men and women arc bilit:v _()f __ <'()fli]J(>titiQg ___ u]]Q_~_t_hie_.;>y_s_tcm. __ L 

-doil'l'g a- loC of g'oo<l ~·ork-1n !118--inlereiT----;:v-ould point out that a boy or a, girl can 
of the schools which results in a consider- very often get through a test and spcure 
able saving to the State, and under these almost ev11ry point in a.n examination, but 

rM1·. Roberts. 
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that does not 'ay they are going to be 
successful in the teaching of children. 

1\ir. vYEIR: The previous test was a test 
of id1uence. 

Mr. HODERTS: I do not admit that for 
a moment. I ha e had some experience in 
this matter in the city of Toowoomba. I do 
11ot know any teadwr in the schools there 
who hae used influence in the matter of 
appointment. 

Mr. WEIR: They must be good Christian'. 

Mr. ROBERT8: The fact of the hon. 
member wanting io convey what the creed 
of a teacher is does not concern me. A 
teacher may or may not be a Christian, but, 
''0 long as he does the work for which tho 
doparLr•ent has trained him, that is all I 
care about. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Did you <'W'r know any 
parliamr:ntarian to ns·o his influence': 

Mr. ROBERTS: Yes, I have known par
lian1enta.rians 1nako cc•rtain recon1nwndations 
for the appointment of persons as teachers. 
\Ve have a very large school at East Too
woomba-it is the largoot school in tlw 
Toowoomba distrt<;i. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC Ixs-rnc01'tO!>;: 
You want n1ore land. 

Mr. RODERTS: I am glad to hear the 
Minister say that. That is the point I want 
10 make this efternoon. I haYc maJe rcprc
'entations on two or three occasion··· for the 
purchase of cortaiH land in the vicinity of 
that school. 

The SECRETARY FOR Punr.rc INSTRlJCTJON : 
There are 600 pupils there. 

Mr. ROBERTS: The head master informs 
me that there are 746 names on the reil
[ cannot say what the ayeragc attC'ndanco is, 
but the playground is about the smallest 
in tho Toovvoomba area. It i~ a 1nixed 
school, and consequently rno,·e accor,tnwda
tion is needed. 'l'he Minister is acquainteJ 
with the position. being the member for 
Toowoomba, and I trust that h0 will aYail 
himse.lf of the offers of certain properties 
which' have boon !Jlade to the Department of 
Public Instruction and secure some of that 
land to provide a. larger playground for the 
benefit of the children in the locality. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:'\ES (Warwick): I would 
like to sa\' a few words in appreciation of 
the great work b~ing done by the Depart
ment of Public IJCstruction in Queensland, 
the importance of which is ackno·.,·Iedgcd by 
hon. membNs and ihe public :~enerally. The 
work of the depa1 tment has been coustantly 
gro,ving, and the significance a.nd in1portancc 
of it seem to have- been coped with from 
time to time accortling to the ability of the 
State and the necessities of the hour. We 
must rcaliso ihat thoro is nothing that can 
compare in in1porta.nce \vith the work of the 
teach er. Looki"g at the figures presented to 
us in the very fine report of the depm·iment, 
and remembering that there arc 'Ome 
150,000 children .and some 3,982 tcachPr, 
enrolled, we realise the magnitude of the 
work. 'When we remember that these child
ren will at no distant period fill the 
positions occupied by us to-day, the nespon
sibility of the work of the department 
Lccomc' apparem I want again to say 
that wo cannot emphasise too strongly the 
\1 isdom of seeing that the work is carried 
out with the grea \Pht excellence that we can 
command. I belim·e that the department is 

rciming at that, and, Irom what we know 
of what has taken place during past years, 
it is particularly pleasing to a man of my 
'' ge and views to think that the whole of 
our e-ducational eystmn has been built up 
gradually during iris lifetime. It must fill 
'' cry ono of us v ith a degree of tlunkful· 
re's. That leads me to sav that, seeing the 
work is so great and in1pOrtant, \Y·e require 
at the very outset to be extremely careful 
'"' to the class of teacher appointed ro carry 
i~ out. It is plPasing, tlH•rcfore, to know 
that more than ordinary attention is being 
paid to that matter, because it is of the 
first importance that teachers of the right 
class and the right strain, \vho are able to 
impart their knowledge to othcn, should be 
selected. 

The efforts which are being made to afford 
teaching facilities to the chiitlren in diffcrcrH 
parts of the State are verv fine. \Ve have a 
\'ery line system of itinerant teachers, and 
in the report of the department there is this 
JHlragraph-

" At the end of 1922, the numuer of 
itin0rant teachers' districts in active ope1·· 
ntion was r 'duced to sixt<~cn, District No. 
15 (Taroom I) baYing been remoYed from 
the list on the 1st August. Provision for 
continuing the cducatinn nf ehildn'!l 
within thl:s area \Yas, howcYPr, uthcrwisB 
made; pupils of f-iehool <:tge WL're enrolle J 
in ilw J'\o. 1 Corre,pondence School (I3riR· 
h;tne), through which agency they ru:eived 
during- the ldter months of 1922 typed 
lossons posted w<'ekly. '' 

It is impossible lo speak too hig·hly of that 
itinerant tcacl1ing· .systcrn, which "vas estab
]ic,lrcd in 1901 ancl \\ hich has grO\Yll to very 
importa11t proportions to-day. 

\Ye al:o;o haY:~ a SJ>..;ten1 <Jf corrPspondenee 
schools, as indicated in the passage which l 
ha,·c just read. bv which the ncPds of thP 
pPoplC "ho are !10t acc0ssiblc to itinerant 
t<'ach,rs arc being met. Tlw latter portion oi 
the paragTaJ,h indicates that the people in the 
di"1riet 1llC'lJtioned haYE' profited larguly froro 
t h~ system. The point I want to make here
I rlarc13a.v p\~er:ybody re-alises it~ importance. 
as I rcali~e it--is that in nlan'i: instances th~ 
s<•ttlt)ITif'llt of our country is cntlrrly depE'ndent 
r-n the \'\"'ay in \,-hich we- offer opportuniticJ 
to peopl0 '' ho may become ' lectors to give 
their C'hildn'll some s('hoo1 life. Again and 
tq:raiu 'YL' f!n<Cl people turning down the oppor
t<mitic·, \Yhich the countrv has to r-ffcr simply 
hN·au'e of the lack of opporlunitv for theie 
childrc'n to gE't what they consider proper 
in~tt·uction. It is of the ntn1ost in1portanc£:> 
Jhal tlw eag-er e:n' of the department shoul<:! 
folio\\· in tiL' course of latHl scitl<'m<mt, for. 
unlc,ss the people inland can b0 made cont0nte<l 
and satisfied with the-ir sm-roundings, they 
arc not going to reside thPre very Ioug. Th.o
Ja('k vf suitable surroun-ding·s has been Oil(" 

(:aw;;e of 1nigration to the citiPs. ThP 'vork 
b0ing donQ by the rural schools is also v·Pry 
('Xccllent. It n1ay be a p::radox to say f!O, 

but I imap;inc that the rural school work will 
he unJH'cciatcd to some 0xtcnt lw the pcopl 
in the cities, and that theY will send th ·ir 
rhilrlrf'n in land to rereiYe 1 h;d kind of instrucl
ti{lfl. V crv ra rei v do YOU find the farmer< 
\·f'ry eag-er· in tha (dirert-ion. 

I vvould like to see some in1nrovement rnadt: 
in connection \Yith the part-timP schools. J m 
wme of the districts ihat I haye visit d 
comnarativelv rccentlv the lament has gonn 
forth regarding the loss of ccrhin schools. 
The number of scholars dwindko down to nin<>, 

Mr. 0. P. Ranu:s.j 
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and th~n th3y become a thing of the past. 
There Is very groat regret immediatelv a 
school is removed. I know that the dep"art
mont have given some thought to the question 
of "hether some better system of part-time in 
structwn could be insituted in the wav of 
establishing a group s'stem under ";hich 
teachers might bo appoil1tc'd to travel from 
one district t·o another giving part-time in
struction. I darcsay that the extreme cost of 
cnrrying out such work rnight int crf('rc to a 
large extcmt, but we have to face th.' situation 
and do all wo possiblv can in order that the 
needs of the child-life .. of our land can be fullv 
and completely sorvt)d. The report of the d ;_ 
partn1ont refor:s to" I-Iomc Projc!_•ts" ~-chen1cs: 
and reveals a good deal as to \Yhat is being 
tlone. which must appeal to us as a very 
satisfactory method. The report says- · 

" In connection with these schools a 
11ew feature of the year's work \\'U:5 the 
'tlCccssful attempt to secur' the doYolop
niPnt of ' flame Projects' schen1o:::, 
whereby subjects of practical agricultural 
lnt"rcot might be studied by pupils out 
of school hours. The actiYity in question 
was intended prirnarilv to deYelon interest 
and practical a.cquaifltanco ''Titli agTicul
t·lrnl matters. but, se.condflri1y, it was in 
tended to develop in the pnpili; sclf
r ~linnce, the comrnunitv FJnirit, and at 
1he Ran1e tirne to give pUpil; a kno,dedg-t~ 
of cornn1crcial values. Pupils who enga~e 
in tlw work connected with thc,;e ' HomP 
Proi<>cts ' schemes voluntarily entere·i 
unon the work. Thcv formed themselves 
;,;to clubs. <'ach with. a secretary. and in 
Jnanv \a...,es "vith a chairrnan as \Veil: theY 
held nwct;ngs at which the project C>n;. 
bran'd bv them was the principal subject 
of discussion. but at which other matters 
\H'tc discu'sed also; and it may be cx
p('rtPCl that th • experience thw-. gained 
will be valuable later ,,-h:'n th~ school 
'Ilomc Project::;;' club has bPcome a Local 
Procluct:rs' Association." 

E1-idently that move is a good ono, and it 
is bringing the young mind into touch, not 
only with the ordinary doings of school life, 
but with other matters of ·interest to 'them. 

I stepped into the domestic travelling 
sciPnce school on one occasion at W m·wick. 
and ono could only be extr,emel:v delighte.d 
with what was evidenced there. The depart
ment have to be nongratulated on the move 
thev have made in that direction. 

At the outset of my remarks I referred to 
the appointment of teachers. I do not know 
that we cnn quite overlook the extreme need 
there is for care in that direction. There 
al'e ::;otno very pertinent rmnarks by :Th.lr. 
Inspector Bevington on this very matter at 
page 68 of the report-

" Most of our teachers try to keep pace 
with modNn ideas, but others fail to 
advance. With the latter the old stvle 
is- the best style, and new idea are bad." 

He goes on further to say-
" Not only must successful teachers be 

persistent s'ndents, but they must also 
be possessed of observation, perception, 
judgment, foresight, decision, will-power, 
c,e!f-confidence, resourcefulness. tact, 
power of concentratiorl, initiative, origin
ality. imagination, organising powers, 
directive ability, management, memory, 
and energy." 

That is a very fine summary of some of the 
traits of character that should be found in 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

teachers. On page 69 this further reference 
shows the need for the department to be verv 
discreet in the appointment of teachers- -

" All teachers do not possess that fine 
personality which enables them to rule 
without promise of reward or threat of 
punishment, and, in attempting to do so, 
some teachers allow their school work to 
suffer considerably. Unless a teachor 
finds that he can hold with ease the atten
tion of his pupils there is much wastecl 
teaching energy, and unless pupils are 
required to work silently, progress can
not bo as rapid and solid as it should be. 

" In thirty-six schools the discipline 
secured very satisfactory conditions; in 
forty-eighc it r,eached average; in ten it 
was not firm enough to prevent frequent 
breaches of school discipline; and in one 
case it was quite unsatisfactory. The 
fine tone of the boys' school at South 
Brisbane is well .. worthy of special 
mention." 

I quoted from this report in order to empha
sice the remarks made by Ivir. Inspector 
Btwington of the great need and wisdom 
there i' for studying to a degree grcut,,r 
than we have heretofore done. I know that 
bv the establishment of the Teachers' Train
ing College and the establishment of the 
apprenticeship system an effort is being made 
in that direction; but frequently It Is found 
that voung people apply for . admission to 
ibc department who you realise, after dis
cussing certain matters with them. are really 
not fJtted for the job. When it is realised 
that the teach<>rs are entrusted to do their 
part in connection with the training· of young 
life it must be acknowledged that there is 
an 'essential need for giving greater atten
tion than has been given heretofore in 
connection with this matter, 

There is no doubt that much of the dis
cussion that has taken place dnrinr:; the last 
fpw davs ha,s be~n brought about as the 
result of a certain sta temePt regarding his 
intention that was made by thc~ Secrt'hry for 
Public In~t,ructioo. As the discussion has 
c~ntred round that action mort' than anv 
other theme, it is quite allowable, ,,yen at 

the tail end of the debate, for 
[2.30 p.m.] me to make some reference to it. 

I urn inclined to think that the 
:\finister sc:>rcely looked both waYs before 
he jumped. I do not My that thero was 
not room for remarks such as the hon. gentle
nJnn mav have 1n2de in somo dir·ectivns in 
ecmc limited way; but his general r·emarks 
havG resulted in there being presented to 
this Chan1ber a e-Anernl ~ununing np of 
conditions, and expression has been giYcn to 
thoughts that are not quite acc•'ptablc to this 
con1n1unitv as ser.timents that should issue 
[mm an 'assembly of this kind. I do not 
think any hon. member in t,his Chamber is 
other than a man of peace. I do not think 
s.nyone wonld for a mon1ent agl'e>o \vith 
indulgence in any methods that would bring 
about warfare. \V e a·re all peaceful, and 
our inclinations at·o in one dirccHon in that 
respect. Our best· efforts should be put for
'·'· arc! to help our school hoys to support a 
rejgn of pcaco. 

\Yhcn we make a. departure and bring the 
Old Land and matters of hi .torv intD clis
rcpnte, as has bec:n done in this Cbamhcr, 
lhe position is very different. There is no 
hon. member in t,his Chamb .. r to-dav but 
who is here because he is a British subject. 
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His very presence is due to the lih~rty con
ferred on him a' the result of bemg part 
nnd parcel of the British Empire. It is 
regrettable. therefore, that many of the utter
ances that have been heard here should have 
been madB. 

So far as war goes. when it comes to t~e 
defence of our own land. no man would 
hesitate fm· a moment in deciding whether 
he would or would not defend his coLmtry. 
If ho is a man at all, he will clo so. I am 
glad to feel that this country took th., pat:t 
she did during the great war. If there 1s 
a stigma. that would have been hatdul to us 
to-day, it would June been what might have 
a.riscn if Aust,.alia had not •responded as she 

·did during the war. All honour is due to 
:Per for the stand she took and for the part 
,he played. Any man who says anything 
derogatory to that part--

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTRUCTIO>r : 
Who is saying anything derogatory'! 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Heaps of derogatory 
things have been said. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR PuBLIC IKSTRUCTION : 
U riah Hoops. 

:Mr. G. P. BAU~ES: Things have been 
said that ought no> to have been said. I 
~hall quote sentiments that ha.ve been 
·<'Xprcsscd late!:~ £·nd which should ring out 
throuiThout the country. On 23rd l\Iay his 
·worship the Mayor of Brisbane said-

,, The real p;lory of our Empirn is the 
glory of its manhood, and the call of the 
Empire is a call to its manhood. For 
the Empire nas not only a past but a 
futuro, and th' future depends upon the 
ruanhood of th;.: En1piro to-day." 

Th(;n \VC have the ren1arks of our Speaker, 
·when he referred \o the Australian soldier-

" The Australian soldier has proved 
himself the: equ<tl if not the superior of 
any fighter in th~ world. The qualities 
of courage and l'''Sourcefulness \Vore 
laro·eh· the ·result of inheritance of good 
British stock, and the environment of 
Australian cli1natc and condition.~. 

"The occa-\ion ''7 ould not be cornp!et~ 
without some l'cferencc to thB pioneers 
>dlO entered inLo the wildorne•s and built 
up the six great States that y;e have in 
Amtralia to-day. \Y o could not but 
marvel at the ·endurance and persever
ance of these nren and women. They 
had a stupendous ta,k, but they achieved 
it.'' 

Ivl r. COSTELLO : That is true. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That is a true 
9entiment, and if anyone were to say any· 
thing of a maligning nature reg':rd!ng the 
Empire and not to express pnde 111 1t, then 
he is unworthy to occupy a posttwn here. 
Regarding the great war, lamentable though 
it was let anyone read the " Ltfe and 
Letters' of \V after Page," late American 
Ambassador in England; let anyone read 
the "White Book" published in Great 
Britain, and I am sure that the ,nntiments 
expressed therein will tend not only to 
increase the reader's love for his own land 
--for Australia-but also his love and appre
·Ciation of the land from which his fore
fathers came. 

Mr. LOGAN (Lock1Jer): Like the hon. 
member who has just' resumed his seat, I 
want to congratulate the department on the 
way in which the various officers have car-

1924-3 w 

ried out the administration of the depart
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
That is tedious repetition. We all admit 
that. 

Mr. LOGAN: I want to express my appre
ciation of the courtesy and fair treatment 
that 1 have always received from tho officers 
of the department from the Under Secretary 
downwards, and also to express my thanks 
~nd appreciation for what they have done 
m connectwn wtth affatrs m my electorate. 
I must say that the Lockyer, generally, is in 
a more favourable position in regard to 
eclucational matters than most other country 
electorates in the State. \Ve have two high 
schools in the Lockyer, and, in addition, 
between fifty and sixty State schools. That, 
no doubt, is due to the fact that the con
stituency is fairly closely settled. So far 
as I know at the present time-and I am in 
constant touch with most of the teachers in 
my electorate-educational matters are 
going on very satisfactorily. There is one 
thing, however, that to·day is a burning 
question in my electorate, and that is the 
need for repairs to the various school build
ings, and l would urge the department to 
keep in view the necessity of a coat of paint 
here and thoro for the purpose of preserv
ing the buildings already erected. Last year 
I mentioned this same matter, and I want 
to ventilate it again so that the department 
will see to it that the buildings that are 
already erected will not suffer decay for the 
want of a coat of paint. 

I have noticed in reading the report of 
this department that our education to-day 
is la rgelv on agricultural lines, and I want 
to thank" the teachers of agricultural subjects 
for the stand<trd that they have brought 
about in this direction. It is pleasing to 
note that boys in farming districts havo an 
opportunity of receh·ing tuition at school 
on agricultural matters, which wiU b0 advan
tageous to them \\hen tney leave school. I 
,tJso wish to voice my appreciation of the 
system of vocational training that has been 
instituted in mv constituencv. In voicing 
the appreciation of my cons'i:ituonts, I am 
no doubt also Yoicing the appreciation of the 
whole community. Technical education is 
being carried on in quite a number of 
schools in the Lockyer electorate, and I 
venture to say that the boys and girls who 
are receiving profc>sional training in the 
various centres are showing their apprecia
tion by raising themselves to the shmdard 
that the teachers dc,ire. In connection with 
vocational and technical training, I am 
pleased to give a quotation from the report 
of 1 he teacher of agriculture. Mr. Stubbin 
in going round has noted that there is an 
advance in vocational classes. \Vith the 
idea of keeping the sentiment of agriculture 
in front of the bo> s in the various rural 
districts which he ~·isits, he has suggested 
that certain subjects should go side 'by side. 
fi,, states-

" I would urge that a trial be gi van 
to a scheme whereby the syllabus fo,· 
part-time boy pupils be so arranged that 
for eYery optional trad~ o.ubject selcc_ted 
by a pupil one agncultural snbject 
should bo compulsory, e.g., wooclwork, 
metalwork, leatherwork. agriculture, 
dairying, beekeeping, or veterinary 
vvork." 

I think that is " very good suggestion, and 

Mr. Logan.] 
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I hope that the department will adopt the 
suggestion and give effect to it as soon as 
possible. By so doing 1 think we shall have 
our boys educated in a manner which will 
trulv fit them for settlement on the land. 
I have not altogether been in accord with 
the gcn('ral subjects taught in our rural 
schools. In come ca3es we have had children 
learning typewriting with a view to being 
enabled at some f11ture date to go to the 
cities to look for work. That is not a 
desirable thing for our counh7 settlement. 

There is ono matter which has been 
brought before rny notice recently, and 
which I would like to place before the 
1Y1inister and the officf'r;:, of his dcpartnH:-nt. 
I refer to the matter of the training of 
children who arc at pr0sent not living· ·within 
H·asonable distance of a school, and who 
aro not receiving any tuition at all. I can 
instance a place in my constituency culled 
:1\:'Iorang. f)omc time ago the nurnbc'.· of 
children there was sufficient to warrant the 
school being kPpt open. Unfortunately, the 
attendance has fallen below the number 
required to keep the 'chool in operation, 
consequently, the few children living in that 
di8irict are at !he present time out of school 
range altogether. 

A Gonm:oiE:\T JI.1E)IBER: Have thov uct 
been brought under the con·espor;Jcnce 
system? 

Mt·. LOGAK: They have not been brought 
under the correspondence sy~.tcrn, nor have 
they received any visits fro,n itinerant 
teachers. I >\ould suggest that these children 
should he given the opportunity of receiving 
tuition similar to that •vhich children arc 
receiving in the far Vicst and other portions 
of the State. 

I believe that the officers of the depart
ment are doing their ;-cry utmost to bring 
about the highest and best svstem of educa
tion that is pos ible, and that they are doing 
what they can for the country children. But 
in doing so I just want to ventilate the 
matter of the Morang school in the hope that 
some;hing will be done in that direction. 

I should like now to say something about 
the school picnics which are often held in 
country districts. I notice in the report that 
there is a complaint bv one of the uf!icers of 
the department. that· out of the 1.700 odd 
schools in the State, about 400 of them did 
not hold picnics la·t year. I believe that 
tl~csc picnics do a good deal of good. They 
give the parents an-opportunity of getting to 
know somethmg of the method of teaching 
which is adopt·ed, ancl thcv stimulate the 
interest of the parents in school work. 
Unfor•unately,. a good many parents a1·o 
larkadatsiCal m regard to education, and 
they would not send their children to school 
at all if they could get out of it. The school 
picnics give the parents an opportunity to 
get togethcr and discms the methods of the 
department and of making sugghtions, and, 
perhaps through their representative in Par
liament who may be present, of securing 
better facilities for education in some wav 
or other. I would urge the need of the 
d·cpar' mcnt strcsoing very earnestly the 
necessity for holding these picnics, which 
also add a deal of pleasure to school life. 

Practicallv the whole of the last two davs 
has b"'"' ta.ken up with the question of the 
elimination fr.om the school papers of any 
lessons regardmg war. I want to say that I 
cannot agree with the statement of the Min-

\1{1', Logan. 

ister that all refcrenc<:l to war should be 
eliminated from the school papers. I believ& 
1hat a mistake has been made in that regard, 
bccaus£' there Hl'{~ n1any people in the State 
who, whil:;;t not glorying in war, arc certainly 
iutci·estcd in the doings of the Empire and' 
the affairs of our soldiers. :Many men and 
y, 'Jn1cn in n1y ,district do not apprccia:e tho 
desir-e of the Minister to eliminate altogether 
all glorification of ,,·hat has happened in 
the v.-ar fron1 our school paper-.~. Personally, 
I think we should give cur children the, 
opportunity of knowing what really did hap
p n during the great war. It is not likely 
to stimulate in them a desire for war. I 
would like to ask the Minister what we 
\Yould do in the event of a hostile nation· 
landing on om· shores if we were not to 
prepare for defence. 

The SEC'REHRY FOR PuBLIC ll'iSTRUCTIOX : 
Read the Federal Labour party's pl•atform. 

JI.Ir. LOGA~: Are we going to say, "\Ve· 
cannot fight you, '' e are your friends," and 
let them do v.-hat they lib? I say that that 
is all bosh. I certainly think that the only 
''"''Y to protect ourselves is to be prepared to 
fight. if necessary. If there is no need for 
protection. why ha vo we got our police force 
in Queensland? Vi'h" hav·e we got our police 
officers even at this House'! I venture to say 
that. if we do not require sol·diers to protect 
the British Empire. neither do we require· 
police officer, to maintain order in the Btat0 
or at this House in particular. 

It SC'C)TIS. n1onstrons to 0ndcayour to dis~ 
seminatE' the icka that we arc going to do 
O.'Tnc· ,.-ith war and all that sort of thing. 
If I \YPr to approach the Mini3tcr's housP 
lo-Hlg~t v.ith the idea of breaking i~1. ho \vould' 
hn Dn 1o ll!C imn1cdiately, aad rightl~v so~ 
''nrl I would be on to him if he were to 
nt~'~nlpt the sanu: thing in connection with 
ny property. That spit·it must st'tnd, and 
1 ill si aml 'o long as we stand. I hope that 
the ofric:•rs nf the departn10nt in thPir ;visdon1 
v.-i11 :oPe th-- llf'Pd for inserting cPrtain lessons 
appertaining to the great war in our school 
papers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Io;sTRUCTIOl'i : 
That is going to he done. 

:Ylr. LOGAN: Apparently it is not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC lXSTRUCTION : 
It is, but nothing 1vill be incerted that will b0 
likely to inflame the minds of the children. 

Mr. LOGAN: I certainly hope that tho&e 
"rti des will be continued. Up to da to the 
cLpartnH:nt haYo carried out their work in a 
Ycry cl'editablc manner. and I believe they are 
goinO' to continue to carry on in that same 
creditable way: but I hope the Minister will 
not be too rigid in connection with certain 
matters. I do not believe there is anyone who 
lu·es war any more than he loves it-possibly 
not. as rnuch-and if vvc are goi11g to koPp war 
a\.vay fron1 our shores, \Ve have to do one 
thing, and that is to be prepared to meet it 
\V hen it cotnes. 

I would like the drpart.n1cr:t. to hc::r in mind 
what I haYe eaid about the Morang children. 
There arc only fiy.,, or six chilcirc'n there. 
Last Saturday week I attended a ·-chool picnic 
at H.oscya 1e, and representations ·wpre ma·do to 
me' to endeavour to have a scheme instituted 
whereby thP children could be conveyed from 
Morang to Rosevale. I thought that would b"' 
rather costly, but I considered it might bt> 
possihl0 to institute some other method of 
educating !hose children. 
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:\Ir. :';"OTT (Stanlcy): Our educational 
sy-stcnl as propounded .during the e:1rly days 
of Queensland, and we hope that th<' e-ystem 
and the administration d that ,vstem >Yill 
l>e rnrri('d on on pro,'Tn.:.~ivP lines. P~rticnlnrl:v 
HS t.hat S"."stcrn and the admini'itration of that 
s:vcJem ,;·ill haYe a very gtc~i effect on the 
de>Yelopn1cnt of Queenslaud. It is in tho 
~chools that the bovs arf' trnincd on the lines 
they shoald follm,;, and which the teach: n 
horn tlwy will follow >Yhcn lhev attain their 
manhood. It is the developmen-t of character 
in the future men and \Yomen that will either 
make or mar the dcvelDpment of Queensland. 
The system of e·ducation and the administra
tion of the department in Queensland are 
beset with considerable difficulties, cspecia!ly 
>,1\~hPn \YO consider the huge rrr~~as and the 
sparsely-populated country. \YheH once yDu 
~:et awa.v from the c-ity nrca·:; the population 
heconY'S Ycry ~ratt0rcd. In 1nnnv c~-;ses schools 
are erected where it is anticipated the popula
tion is going to gro·w; but in some case''', 
iustfqd of the population in.0rcasing in a 
localitv, it dwindles because of the op_·ning-up 
of fl.Onle nwre fertile area offering greater 
inclucr>nlC'nts to the people, and thus '1ttracting 
them to that locality. 

It seems tD me that the administrators of 
the department have not, so far, done all 
that they might in dcYeloping a type Df 

-school which would be 0asilv removed to 
meet those cases. It is rathc'r unfortunate, 
in a yDung country like Queensland, that 
there should be any retardation of pDpula
tion in any areas. I~nfm·tunately, it does 
happen. A buildiiig of greater utility than 
the prc,cnt type might be developed to 
enable it to be more easilv moYed if the 
occasion arises. Anyone corlling into any of 
the metropolitan areas at the present time 
cannDt help bu: be struck with the prosper
ous appearance and the equipment of the 
various schools as compared with the build
ings that "c have in many Df the countrY 
districts, especially in those places where the 
population is increasing. The school bnild
ings in most of tho-e districts arc far toD 
smalL I know of several schoDls in tho 
Stanley electorate where. in the event of a 
rain storm, . it is absDlutely impossible to 
keep the children drv. As soon as a rain 
storm or heavy rain falls, some of the chil
dren become saturated. The f~Iinist·er might 
do a little more. especially in those districts 
where settlement is increa•"ing-, to enlarge the 
schools SD that the children m a,. be housed 
safely and kept dry. • 

Me':tion has been made of the difficulty 
expcrwnced by 'eachers in carryinf.( on their 
work because of various kinds of distracting 
noises. That particularly obtains in schools 
whcr·e the teachers have to teach a number 
of ~lasses at the same time. That difficulty 
IS Incrra• ed bv the small area in which the 
teacher i\. compelled to teach. . 

Ano'her matter referred iD bv several hon. 
members is the fiat that has ·gone forward 
h:om th" Tca-:?hers' Union in regard to the 
<hstnbubon of pri"es. That is unfortunate 
becau~c prize's urc giv\~n as a r0ward fo1: 
merit and indttstrv. Thl're is no doubt that 
wh_ere priz_es are · gi.-cn from a competitive 
po1n1· of VH'W, a groat deal is accomplished 
m the dPvdopmcnt of competition. They 
arc lDoked upon, as I haYe oaid. bv the chil
dren as a reward for merit and industrv. In 
many cases this little incentive will develop 
latent powers .and ability which might not 
Dthennse be discovered in the child. With-

. out such an inducement a child who is 
inclin<'d to be lazy and careless will not be 
induced to put forward the best effort that is 
in hirn. 

]\.fr. FARRELL: The prize winners at school 
arc Ye1·y often thmn who work the least. 

Mr. NOTT: That may be w; and in a 
goDd many cases the tcc;chers pick out what 
t hcv think is the most brilliant boy or girl 
and the one po ... scssing the best mcmDry. 
That reminds me that the Hindu native 
exc0ls at math€'matics as compared with 
British students in the '·ame school. That is 
because the Tndian h>s a more fa .. cile, thongh· 
a less constructive, memory than the British 
student. 
[3 p.m.] 

:r-.1r. F .. \RRELL: You arc altogether wrong 
about prizc-giYing 

Mr. ~\'OTT: There has alw bc0n " state
ment tD the effect that a university educa
tion is rather inclined to ha.rnp·.-r a te:,ch-ee 
ir, the matter of the carrying out of instruc
tive work. To mv mind a university educa-
tion cannot but help a teacher. I admit that 
there arc 1nauy teachers 'vith a uniyer.sity 
f'ducation who are ·endeavouring to tertC'h 
'vhen tcachlrrg is not their proper vocation. 
Anyoody who hai been taugh~ by different 
teachers knows that it is nDt ah\ .V'S the 
teacher who has the most learning or who· 
is .-cry clever who proves to be the best 
teacher. Some peDple with g·reat academie 
qualifirations and learning dD not make 
good teachers, simply because thev ha.-e not 
the faculty of imparting their knD\vlcdge, 
as have many otbcr teachers ~.dlo have not 
such qualifications. 

During this debate a great deal has been 
s}.jid in regard to peace and war. It ~eems 
to me that many hon. members haY0 been 
speaking in the belief that education can 
eliminate the wa:r1ike ::pirit. or thBt it h1s 
a chance Df eliminating that spirit. With· 
all the cducatiDn in the world vou ha vo no 
chance of eliminating the warl!ke spi·rit in 
any way, because that \Vould cntait 11ot a. 
matter of education but an alteration of 
human nature, and I do nDt think we haye 
any chance whatsoever of altering human 
na.turc. If those \YhD are responsible would 
l>car in mind the fact that human nature is 
praciicallv the mo,,.t domir .. cwt element to be 
considered in regard tD peace and war, 
they would be quite safe in not doing- thing& 
that may be somewhat dangerous. 

Of late there has been quite a lot of 
expressions oi opinion, rwt only in this. 
Chamber but outside, in regard to the tem
perament or character and disposition of the 
hon. gentleman who has been fortunate 
ccnough to be promoted tD the position of 
Secretary for Publi,J Instruction. I stress the 
point-and this apvlies especially in a British 
c~mmunity owing tD the very great tolerance 
of. that .community-that any man as a 
pnvate citizen can do a great many things 
and express a greut many s-enttmcnts, but as 
Sccretan· for Public Instruction there is no 
t({)nbt that the pe"son occupying that position 
wDuld do well to be somewhat circumsncct in 
his actions and his expressions of opi~ion. 

The SECREL\RY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. T. Brennan, 
Toozcoom.ba), who was received with GDvern
ment cheers, said: A number Df questions 
have been asked during this rather lengthy 
d•:bate that have really no bearing on the-

lion. F. T. Brennan.] 
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vote, but have arisen because of an expres
sion of opinion attributed to me which has 
been distorted by newspapers and by the 
Opposition for a pa·rticular purpose. How
ever, that can be easily explained. The truth 
is already known to members of the Opposi
tion. 

A number of qnestions have been ask?d 
in regard to this particular vote and also in 

.regard to other matters which will be answered 
before the other votes go through. I am not 
going to enter into a dissertation on the need 
for schools here and schools there or the extent 
of the travelling expenses, because those 
matters can be dealt with on the other votes. 
I am going to e·Jnfine myself purely to the 
attitude of the ne>' opapers and of members 
of the Opposition in regard to certain state
rnents n1ade by mo in rny position as Secre
tary for Public Imtruction. It is pleasing 
to note the interest that has been taken in this 

·debate. I have alreadv received several wires 
from other parts of Australia, asking me to 
Teserve a nurnber of " Hansards " containing 
·this debate. That shows how far-reaching 
ibis debate is going to be, and what effect 
it- is likclv to ha Ye on Australian. and pro
.bably the "world's, thought in the futuro. 
GovER~ME~T J'viB:I!BERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. MoRGAN: \Yhere did you got those 

-\vi r<'S fron1 ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC II\
STRUCTI0::\1: The wires have bhm received, 
and v:ill h2 shown to hon. members at the 
-proper time. It proves how important the 
.debate is. I wish to go closely into the 
sub.ioct, because I think it is a matter that we 
should discuss in a very impartial way, and 
also without anY excitement. There is no 
reason to indulge in the heroics that our 
opponents have indulged in during this de
bate. \Ve know the \,orkcr in this community. 
\Ye know the individual worker is not the 
intellectual type of gentleman who can digest 
and assimilate statements in thr> Press to the 
advantage of himself. 

Mr. MoRGAN: That is a reflection on the 
worker. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRCCTIO::\f: It is not a reflection on the 
worker. It is a reflection on our educational 
system. Logic is not taught in our schools, 
and the \YOJ'k?rs have lwou led astray by the 
metropolitan Press. ·when we attempted 
io abolish the Upper House-·1·hich was 
the best thing for the workers, and the 
workers should have known it was the b st 
thing· to do-we found the workers voting by 
a ma.iorit:v to retain the Upper House-a use
less Chamber whose only reason for existen~c 
was for the support of capitalism. That sho\•,, 
that our educational system has been at fault. 
In the last Federal elecJions we found th2 
workers of Queensland returning thrcf- Scna~ 
tors-men of the stamp of Brigadicr-licneral 
Thompson, who told a certain institution, of 
whom the hon. member for Toowong is a 
member, that it would be a good thing to 
shoot -down the workers and compel them to 
become slav •s to capitalism. \Vhcn the 
workers return men like that to the Senate 
it shows that the cdu~ational svst ·m of 
Queensland is not sufficient and is ·not satis
factory. It bears out my statement that we 
must alter the educational svstem in order 
to bring tho workers up to a -~tandard where 
they will be able to think for themselves and 
not be gulled by a capitalistic Press. The 
workers of New South Wales, Victoria, Tas
mania, and Western Australia have felt the 

[Hon. F. T. Brennan. 

effect of Cllpitalism. The workr'rs in Queens
land appear to have forgotten what has been 
done for them, showing that they have not 
been educated on the rig-ht lik•s. They should 
be taught to hold what they have got and 
get more. 

In procePding with this matter we have to 
consider the etatement rnad2 !Jy me. The 
shtcnwnt I made. and which wccs puhlished 
in the metropolitan Press, was a very decisive 
and clear statement. A stat.·ment was made 
in the Press alleging that the Minister for 
Education in Victoria said that he was going 
to delete from the school books all roferent·1 
to war, and I \vas aslc,d n1v views on the 
matter, and those are the idm1tical statements 
that appeared in the motropolian pa.pers-

" THE BLUE PENCil,. 

" KEW :\li)l"lSTERIAL JOB. 

""lir. llrcr111an and 1Var Subjects. 
"A personal wielding· of tho blue penc:] 

so far as the school papers arc concerned 
was indicated bv the :Minister for Publie 
Instruction yesterday. 

" 'rhC' announcement of J\ir. Brcnnan'r; 
probable snb- •ditorial, if not semi
editorial, debut arose fro:n a question as 
to his Yic,vs on the exclusion, or otherwise, 
of articles on war subjects from the 
dcpartn1cntal school papers-exclusion \Vas· 

a lin • of action latelv decided uTJon by 
the Victorian Labour" Go,·crnment. Mr. 
Brennan mentioned that he intended that 
more Australian literature should be 
placed in the school books. He had been 
supplied with a good de a I of excellent 
material on ~\ustralian subjects; this he 
inL•ndcd should, aftPr review, b~ placed 
in the books. Also, he inJ cmlcd to writo 
articles on health and other important 
matters, so that the books would be kept 
well abreast of the times. 

"'Too n1uch hypocrisy and jingoism ~s 
displayed at Jlw present time, and there IS 

not enough sincerity by those callt:d upon 
to give adyicc US to r\_ustralia's \V('lfare. 

" • Every ono \Y·ho kno\YS my views on 
war.' ::\1r. Bronnan went on to llY, 'knows 
that I \vould exclude from the books any
thing- likely to inflame the mind of the 
youth with an arnl>ition for -war, but 
;-athcr \Yould I explain to the children the 
ca.uscs of war, and the capitalistic influ
enc<'s which bring it 1bout. That. to my 
mind, would tend towards the \Yiping out 
of \\ar. Tho sooner the public arc edu
catHl un to a sense of their obligations 
to the vVhite Australia policy. and the 
sane deYelopmcnt of the land, the better 
\Yill it be for the rising generation.'" 

'When we are dcaliniT with the educational 
system, I think we ~hould compile a book 
for the Opposition that C1ey might lea1:n 
correctly to interpret simple statements m 
the English language. Hon. members oppo· 
site have read the statements which have 
appeared in the Press. Tbc newspapers have 
deliberate!>.· distorted and twisted the m a ttor 
to inflame the minds of the unfortunate 
people whose relatives han: suffered in the 
late w>tr. It was doliberatelv done to try 
and injure me because I mad~ a straightout 
statement, which rnig·ht act as a springboard 
for some jump-off or appeal to the people in 
the worH in the future. 

There are three things I have advocated 
since I have come into the department. I 
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think the department wants stirring up. 
There is a lot to be> done in 'he DoparimeiJl> 
of Public Instruction in other parts of the 
world as well as Queensland if a person 
takes an active interest and confines himself 
to the administration of official affairs in 
the ciepartments. I did not want the depart
ment-I expected that I would have been 
given the portfolio of Attorney-General, 
which is a position I think I should have 
nccived, bnt I did not complain because 1 
did not get it. (Opposition laughter.) 
vVhen the Premier told me that I was to 
take over the administration of the Depart
ment of Public Instruction, I certain!:;· pro
tested; but when I took it I said I would 
do my best during the time I was there. 

l\!Ir. NoTT: Just fancy-the choice of 
Education or Justice ! 

The SECRETARY FOH P"CBLIC IN
STRUCTION: I do not know what the hon. 
member n1oans about " Educatior.. or 
Justice." A penon in a legal capacity 
should always have a good education. Any 
perwn who has passed the la'" examination 
must have passod through a pretty severe 
eo m se of instruction. W c ha vc had men 
like the preser.t Mr. Justice Blair in charge 
of the Department of Public Instruction, and 
there was nothing amics wi!h his qnalifica· 
tions, and there' is nothing amiss with my 
qualifications as holder of the position. 

There were three things I advocated when 
I went into the department. Hon. members 
opposite arc not game to question me on the1 
matter of Australian sentiment which does 
not exist in our State school books to-day. 

An OPPOSITION lYIJcMBEH : vV e are advo· 
eating Australian sentiment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:"J
STRUCTION: Australian sentiment is not 
inculcated as it should be. Hon. members 
opposite would not attack me on that. They 
knew it was too dangerous from their point 
cf view to attack me on that matter. They 
let that go by. 

Several OPPOSITION JVinrBERS interjecting. 
The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I again ask 

hon. members not to interrupt any hon. 
n1ember who is speaking. 

GovERNMENT MDIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC I:\'
STRUCTIO;:-.;: I\either will they attack me 
on the question of the American films at 
present being exhibited through the metro
politan area and Queensland, generally. 
They knew that. it would be unpopular to 
attack me on that. ·what did these great 
heroes of the Opposition do'! They tried to 
play on the sentiments of the unfortunate 
people who have lost their children in the 
"ar-the widows who are left as the re,,u]t 
of the war-and to injure me. That was a 
contemptible and mean accusa tiou on their 
part. I knew they were lying to the public, 
and I accr.pted the is,,ue. 

Since J ban• been in the Labour party, I 
have advocated that we should bring in a 
Bill and force ne\vspapers to tell the truth, 
and enact that. if a newspaper misquotes in 
it,s report it ~hould be compelled to insert 
a truthful ota tcment n<>xt da v in the same 
column in which the lie was" published. I 
hope that I shall b<> long enough in public 
life to see the newspapers forced to put a 
truthful statement side by side with the 
lying tirade previously published.. .in oue 
educational system we want to give the 

children the opportunity of len.rning the, 
truth. Then, when y:e go into the question 
of the logic of the situation, we shall have· 
public men educated up to a sense of what 
is fair, decent, and right, and they will be 
able to express an intelligent viE'w of what is 
taking place. I think we are strong enough 
to insist on a paper publishing the truth
after it has published a lying statement. 
In South Australia an Act of Parliament 
was brought in, but they were not game to 
rrive effect 10 it. ·we have done bigger things 
than that. VIe should let the people learn 
the truth of the questions which arc being· 
discussed publicly. 

Now let us take what the newspapers said· 
about me. On 20th September the " Courier" 
came out with an article in which the follow
ing appeared:-

" In Yiev:: of l\tlr. Brcnnan's design to 
eliminate all reference to war and war 
heroes from the school papers and the 
book8." 

Pure misrepresentation ! A deliberate lie! 
I never said such a thing. It was never said. 
Hon. memhers opposite say that I am alter
ing my ground. I am not altering it ono 
iota. I am still sticking to what I said. I 
poinl to what the hon. member for Windsor 
says-he also agrees that such things should' 
be excluded. 

Mr. KERR: What did you mean by it? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 

STR1:CTIO:\': The hon. member for Enog
g·era says that he has bc·en in the firing line· 
and seen the horrors of war, and if he comes 
back hero and preaches war he is not doing 
the right thing by the community. 

~1r. KERR: Tell us what you did mean. 

The SECRETARY FOR P1JBLIC IN
STRUCTION: 'I'he " Telegraph," on 19th, 
S·eptember, refer, to-

" The desire of the Minister to emas
culate the school curriculum, so that the· 
ri -;ing generation shall know nothing of 
·wars." 

Again, on 3rd September, the "Telegraph" 
sald-

" The ::YJ:inistcr for Education ... this
morning d0f<'nded his action in exclud
ing all war topics from school papers." 

1\Ir. KERR: \Yhat about the " Daily Stan
dard "? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTIO~: The " Daily Standard " put 
it differently. It is the one paper that put 
the position correctly before the people of 
Queensland. 
GovEm;;~JENT ~iEo!BERS: Hear. hea1·! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN

STRTJCTIO::'\: The "Daily l\!Iail," on 4tb 
September, printed this-

" In the Legisla'ivc Assembly yester
day the ::YJ:inistcr for Public Instruction 
.... gaye an answer to the leader of 
the Opposition concerning the announce
ment of his intention to censor schooi 
papers and to exclude all articles dealing 
\vith war." 

.. \nd the " Courier " this morning came out 
with th0 following:-

" ::VIcmbcrs of the Opposition voiced a 
unanimous protest in the Legislative 
Assembly yesterday against the action _of 
the Minister ... in deciding to excise· 
from the ,chool books all matter relating 
to \Yar." 

Hon. F. T. Brenna.n.] 
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~rhose statements a re not true. I said I 
would delete anything from school books or 
papers likely to inflame the mind of youths 
with a desire for war. I never made the 
statenwnts as ]lublished m the papers 
above rcfc>rrcd to, and I never intended such 
~an impression to get abroad. 

Mr. YOWLES: Your own followers under
stood it~ 

The SBCRETAHY FOR PL'BLIC IN
STRUCTION: They nm~er did~ 

Mr. VowLES: The hon. member for Fitzroy 
·did. 

The SECRETARY FOR PlCBLIC IN
~ STR GCTIOK : The hoH. member for Fitzroy 
had his c\vn ideas, and I say his ideas are 
wrong. 
Mr~ liARTLEY: He put them into practice, 

~anyhow. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PuBLIC IK
STRUCTIO:.J: I know the hon~ member put 
them into practice; but I say that any man 
who experiences the horrors of war and comes 

:hack and preaches war for the future is not 
playing the game by the eommunity, no 
matter >vhethcr he is on this side of tho 
Chamber or the other. I said at Toowoomba 

·on the 12th of this month-
" l\Tr~ Hamsay ::VIacDonald, the Prime 

Ministo1· of England, and M~ Herriot, 
Premier of France, together with such a 
notable charact·or as Sir Ian Hamilton, 
were making a supreme effort to instil 
into the minds of vouth a desire for 
peace, and his (::VIr. Brennan's) utterance 
had the 'ame motive. He recognised 
that historv must contain accurate com-
mn-n+-e~ nn ,,:..,vo .-,,--,...-1 i-h,-.. ~ ..... .j.,.....,.._..,~.L~~~-1 .; _ _a,_ 

ences that -bri-;;g- i-t--ab;~;;_---S~~h· ;t~~~: 
mcnts could not posoiblv detract from the 
valour of heroes, which would alwavs be 
on record for those >vho •,vished to read 
about thcn1." 

'That is tota110: different from what the Oppo
Slbon ar.r~ say1ng to-day. I said, further~ 

''If Australia is likclv to be called 
upon in the ne.n· future l:.o take part in 
a war of offence or defence, the parents 
of ch!!dren now attending school should 
know, and, if possible, be in a position 
to force their public representatives to 
uso every possible effort to prevent such 
a calamity." 

Those arc the statements I made at the 
~time, yet we find that la•er in this Chamher 
'hon. members posing as little heroes, like 
the hon~ member fo!' \Vynnum. 
Mr~ RonERTS: He did not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IN
STRUCTION: Ho referred to a statement 
I made in 1919, speaking in a Federal 
campaign at Bnndaberg. 

:\1r~ CORSEH (Bunz, tt): I rise to a point 
of order. Is the hon. the J\ilinis•er in order 
in referring to the hon. member for Wynnum 
as a little hero. especially when the hon. 
p:entJ.eman is attempting to do away with 
heroes altogether? 

The RECRETAHY FOR P"CBLIC IN
STRuCTIOJ'\ : The statement I made at 
Bundaberg in 1919 shows that the policy 
I have enunciated is not the lying-down 
policy that members of the Opposition would 
~have the public belieYe I said at Bundaberg, 
and I say now~and it is more applicable 

'JJOW than then-that the way to stop Japan 

[Hon. JJ'. T. Brennan. 

adding to her fleet would be to tell her 
that. if she built another ship, she would be 
blown out of the water. 

I >Yill now deal with the hon. member for 
Fitzroy, who a~ks if \Ye want to abolish war, 
why we keep a police fmco in Queensland. We 
keep a police force in Queensland to prevent 
burglars 1nanufaciux;ing tools and breaking 
iEto houses. VVe have a League of Nations, 
and I belic.-e that was constituted in the 
interes:s of peace as a police force to 
proycnt nations like Japan from building 
more burglan' tools for international 
destruction than they arc entitled to build. 
That is why we want the police in connec
tion with our local and domestic affairs. If 
tho League of Nations have a police force 
policing the ocea ., to prevent nations build
inp: beyond the limits they ar;e entitled to 
build and thcv find a nation bmldmg beyond 
that power, then, as I said in 1919, those boats 
should be blown out of the sea. 13y virtue 
of the League of Nations we want an mter
national police force to prevent war, and 
that is what I want to bring home to the 
hon. member for Fitzro.-,-. \Ve have our 
police force for the rPgulation of our ?'vn 
domc~tic affairs, and the League of J'\atwns 
should have a police for the regulation of 
international affairs. If we arc golllg to 
keep building up armaments as w~ saw 
Germany huilding up, there is only gomg to 
be one result. \-Ve watched lwr bmld up 
until she had reached Great Britain's 
standard. Great Britain was flrst a three
power standard, then the two-power standard, 
a~nd then .,-hen Germany caught up to her 
with her knowledge the clash came. If 
Japan is entitled to build up her naval 
~~·~:::.~~~t -..~.'!!i!~ _A_!!!0!"!{·a and England 
stand by and aliow Japan tv keep building~ 
up, there will hP only 0110 result, and that 
i' war. \Ye know the great developments 
that were taking place in Japan wit~ regard 
to future wars, and in educating our 
childrf'n we , houkl tcll the parents that in 
educatin'i their children wo believe that, 
when thos'' e!1ildrcn attain the ago of 
twenty-one year,, the time >vill ha YC arrived 
for the outbreak of war with Japan, and 
their children will have to o~o overseas to 
fig·ht against ,Japan~ v\" c ought to be in a 
p~sition to know what t.he nation is doing. 
Quite reeently at ·the expcnse of the country 
wo sent overseas Sir Litt.leton Groo_m and 
Mr. Charlton to a conferencc, and, when 
they come back, they should tell the people 
of Austra !iu-it shonld he no seeret know
ledge retained by Cabinet~whcther it is 
1J0c0s~ary to prepare for "\Yar: rrnd tl~o 
children shonld be informed through theu 
school l1ooks whethPr it is neeessarv to pre
pllre for a >Yar against Japan. That is the 
argument that I put forward, bnt hon. mem
bers opposite do not like it. They want to 
keep in the forefront the glories of war and 
impose on the sentiments of the unfortunat<J 
people who have mffercd throng~ the wa.r, 
so that thev can hold on to theu seats m 
Parlianrent ~for a fow years long{~r. 

J\1r. ::V100RF.: Why did the Premier not 
tell us what happened in London? He said 
it would not be wise to do so. 

The SECRET.J.RY FOR PUBLIC I::\'
STR\JCTIO:\: The hon. member for 
v,rvnnum came into this Chamber with a 
sm"ile, and rubbing his hands with invi,sible 
soap, said, " If I am permitted to say s?• I 
woul·d !ike to bring under not1cc a bttle 
matter." \Yell, I am going to bring a few 
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matters under rHltice. The hon. g·entleman 
oaid hB i·s a" good an Australian as I am. I 
mentioned that the White Australia teachiniT 
should be adopted in thE' schools. The hon~ 
member for \V~nnum said that he was just as 
-good an Au1Jtralian. lie is not, never was, 
and never can be. \Ve have this little gentle
man-who says he is a good vVhite Australian 
-with his name appearing in the prospectus 
as Chairman of the Provisional Directors of 
the Goodcnough Island, Limited, Company. 
That shows what a good little Australian 
the hon. member for Wvnnum is. The 
danger of peoph being allowed to invest 
money iu black companies outside Australia 
m!::st be taught through the s•chool books. 
These ttr<' the thine:·s, that the children should 
know. They sh{n{ld be toJ,d of tbo'e good 
Australian-; -who invest in those con1panies 
.and pny nig·gprs ls. p-er day--

An OPPOSITI0:-1 J\1EMBER: Y on ha vc no 
n1oncy to Invest in such companies. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTI0"-"1: If I had, .I would not invest 
in companies employing nigger. at "ls. per 
·day all in." 

1\Ir. KERR: They arc in your union, and 
thev haYc to live. What are you talking 
abo.ut? 

Tht• SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~
STRCCTIOK: The hon. member for Enog
:gera says they have to live by employing 
black labour. 

Mr. KERR: That is not in Australia. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC I:\'
STRUCTIO::'\: lion. members opposite 
arguE' that it is justifiable to take money 
from irxlmtric' here that arc paying a low 
basic 1vacrc. and one which should be in
'crea'Sed. and invest it in gro-wing cotton out~ 
side Au-;tralia. and paying niggets ls. a day. 

1\Ir. KERR: Yon are talking through your 
Jw.t llO\Y: 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC Il\
STRUCTTO);: Ti1at is the argument of the 
hon. member for Enoggcra. 

An OPPOSITI0:-1 :\lDIBER: He nen•r said so. 
Nlr. ~lORGAX: It is a silly an;u1ncnt. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IK
STRCCTIO::\": It might be eilly because it 
does not suit the hon. meml"r. Th,· hon. 
mcmbct· fDr Nundah also raised an important 
question. lie put for\vard sonw new sugges
tions fo.r inclusion in the school books. 

Mr. KELSO: I suggested it fDr you to do. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Il\
STRCC'l'ION: I would sugg.c,;t to the hon. 
member that he should prepare for the school 
hooks nn article on "Ho\v to Rear Children,'' 
by "A Maiden Aunt." 

The CIIAIRJVL-\N: Order ! Thr• !ton. 
gentleman must addrees him3clf to the Yob 
l>eforo the Co,nmittce. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC 11\
STRCCTIO~: The hon. member for 
Nnndah, being suc·h a bloodthirsty ,-il!ain, 
might have gone to the war. 

The CHAIR:YlAN: Order ! Thr hon. 
gentleman must withdraw that remark. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLlG Il\
STRUCTION: I withdraw the remark. but 
the hon. member could have gone to the \Yar 
himself and acted as a pull-through for a 
carbine, which is about as much as he is 
:fit for. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 0Tder ; 
Mr. KERR: Don't get angry. 
The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC IK

STRCCTION: I c&nnot allow hon. memuers 
opposite to n1ake attaC'ks on n1e on this 
subject without replying. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. gentleman 
n1ust not makP offensive rem ,rks rega.rdi~g 
other hon. members. 
0PPO~ITiOX :YIE~rBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KELSO :_ He is getting down to his 

level. 
The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBL[C IN

S'I'R'CCTION: This crladiator from "-"!undah 
comes into this Chamber--

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. gentle
man to withdraw the remark "this gladiator 
from Nundah." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC fN
STRUCTION: I withdraw the remark, Mr. 
I'ollock. The point is this: I have argued 
from the beginning that the school books 
clid require some looking into. and that we 
should eliminate all such matters as were 
likely io inflame the mind of youth with a 
dooire for war. I was pointing out that 
attacks have been made upon me for having 
done so. 

J\1r. EDWARDS: You are losing your punch 
llO'\\-. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUC'I'IOl\: I ha,-e not lost my punch, as 
you \\·ill find. 

The CHAIR:VlAX: Ordel· 1 Order 1 I ask 
hon. members to obey my cftl! to order.-

Tho SECRET -\RY FOH PGRT.IC IN
STRUCTION: Hon. members will observe 
that the Brisbane "Courier" of 18th Septem
ber, 1~24, publislwd a quotation taken h·o'11 
the Sydney "Bulletin." That is all right 
as it stands, but I also hrt-.·e a ql<otation 
hom the Svdnev " Bulletin" which is also 
instructive ~n th,is matter. It is headed-

" China and Some Predatory Paws," 
and this is an extract from it-

" The wars of China are not China'o 
wars. but represent the commercial 
riva1ric~s of tht-' aforosaid pr0datorv paws, 
who"e ad-dress 's "-"Jew York. Paris.' Berlin. 
or London. not far from the rp,,pcctivo 
Foreign Offices of each. ThPse inter
national missionaries sell ntunitions only 
as a sideline; their rhicf nurpo~e is to 
exploit in the interests Df their own 
pockets the lashings of human ra.w 
material running to 1vast0 in Asia. They 
export capital from the conntries of their 
adoption, where there is " danger of its 
being usefully employed in supplying the 
net>ds of their fellow citizens. to countries 
inhabited by cheap and doeile muHitudC3 
who hav<' no needs at all; a,nd thrv teach 
coolies who have never practised \vashin;:; 
to use soap, and induce whole natio'ls to 
giv,n up onlnn1 and go in fnr ci,g·nrettPs 
instead. The historv of the interminable 
Chinese Revolution· which has now been 
rotating on Hs axis for a dozen years 
shows the truth of this. The one straight 
thre~d running through it all is the 
determination of foreign interests to 
profit by internal disorder." 

Mr. VowLES: \Vhat is the date of that 
article? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRCCTION: Th'" "Bulletin" is dated 18th 

Hon. F. T. Brennan.] 
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September, 1924-the last issue. It shows 
that the Sydney "Bulletin" is prepared to 
criticise the idea of eliminating from the 
school books any articles which are likely 
to inflame the minds of youth with a desire 
for war. while in the same issue it :-:.ho\v:;; 
how China is being treated to-day b.) the 
commercial interc:,ts of foreign nations. 'l'o 
say tha.t the commercial interests of these 
foreign nations arc interfering with China 
to-da.v would bo disloyal if that fad were 
mentioned in the school books. The Syclney 
'· Bullctin"--,dliC'~l we11t. rnad ''during Lhe \Yar 
on the question o£ conscription-eritici.~cs rny 
action to endeavour to rcfor;.n a part of our 
educational system. yet at the sarnc time it 
publishes this article. That shows how incon
sistent that paper stands on the question. 

Mr. VowL~S: \Vho was the author of that 
article? 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC IN
STRUCTION: It is a subleader written in 
ihc nc'Y~papcr office. 

lVIr. VowLES : It is not a.n article by the 
hon. member for \Yar-rego? 

[3.30 p.m.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:'\1'
S'l'RUCTIO:'\: It is written by the " Bulle
tin" staff for its editorial columns. 

I observe that the hon. member for 
Windsor agreed with me, and .said that he 
wishes to see anything that was likely to 
inflame the mind of youth with a d0sirc 
for war excised from the school books. The 
hon. member for Logan also corroborated 
that sentiment. ·when we find men of that 
standard honest enough to make those state
ments, one has to compare them with other 
hon. members of the Opposition and ask 
why those other members are led astray. 
They were led asi,ray by what was said in 
the newspapers, or had not sufficient intelli
gence to mtcrpret the English language .for 
themsel vcs, or they were despicable enough to 
make an unfair attack on the Government 
and me, and to trv and inflame the minds 
of the community o'f Queensland for political 
purposes. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman is 
not se1·ious when he says that. 

The SECRE'TARY FOB. P'CBLIC IN
STRUCTIO"': I have here some further 
articles with which I shall now deaL A 
conference was held in \Yashington from 
12th i\;'ovember, 1922, to 26th July, 1923-a 
conference for the disarmament of the 
various nations-and each of the represen
tatives of the different nations was asked to 
e::'press his vie\Y8. I shall just give those 
VIews. The first to be given after the addres3 
of the President of the United States was 
by M. Briand, the representative of Frrtnce. 
Ho said-

" For fifty years France has remained 
faithful to peace. l believe I can say 
that she feels more than any other 
country the horror of war and the love 
of peace." 

Prince Tokugawa, the representative of 
Japan, said-

"_'~he world needs peace. It calls for 
pohbcal and economic stability." 

Senator Schanzer, of Italy, said-

" We have heard the voice of a great 
people (America) appealing to the other 

[Hon. P. T. BTennan. 

peoples for a work of civilisation and 
human progress. Italy has no imperial
istic aspirations of an~- kind. A new 
war in whatever part of the world would 
be an unparalleled economic disaster for 
all the peoples. 'l'hc economic conse
quences of such a war upon the indus
tries and food supplies of all countries,. 
even those not belligcrents, might mean 
the unemployment of miilions upon 
millions of men and the misery and! 
hunger of the entire populations." 

Baron do Carticr, of Belgium, said-
" Belgium, with all her heart. is in 

favour of the adoption of all measures 
that tend to ensllre the blessings of 
peace." 

Mr. Sze, of China, said-
" \V e arc all anxious that results 

beneficial to the world shall crown the 
work of this conference." 

Jonkheer Yan Karnebeek, of the Nether
lands, said-

" Holland Is no longer a military 
factor in the world's politics and it does 
not pretend to be." 

Mr. lVIORGAN: Get over that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTI0:'\1': It does not suit hon. mem
bers opposite. The most important speech 
wa,s made by the representative from Portu
gal, Vi,,count d' Alto. He said-

" There is one foe to the full achieYe
ment of the objects of this conference: 
national egotism. Great as is the power 
of tho Governments of the world, far 
greater still is that of the submerge<ll 
millions whose every feeling was out
raged by the intolerable anguish suffered 
during the great war, and who will eaU 
us ,trictly to account should we fail 
through our deliberations to lead them 
at least ono step nearer to a state of 
enduring peace." 

GOVERNMENT 11EMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOB. PUBLIC IX
STRUCTION: That is a very important 
statement, and it should be the policy of 
every public man to see that anything that 
is likely to lead to something which might 
ensure peace should be adopted. 1\IembNs
of the Opposition have no right to take the 
stand they have taken. 

Mr. KELSO: Why not? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:'\1'
STRUCTIOK: I shall read the following 
telegram from Sydney from the Toowoomba 
" Chronicle" of 22nd September, 1924-

"0n his return from Franco, 1\I. 
Goorges 13ader, commercial attJ,;he to
the Consul-General for France in Aus
tralia, said that peace had left France· 
victorious but deeply wounckd. Besides 
a million and a-half men killed in the 
1var, armies of young n1en, incapacitated 
for life, remained. France \Vas left 
without a navy and having a big Colonial 
Empire, could not be in a position t<> 
defend it in case of need. Despite 
victory she had been left in the position 
of a nation which had been v«nquished. 
She was, however, pulling up quickly 
although she was short of hundreds of 
thousands of men for her factories owing: 
to war's toll on her manhood." 
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Here is a telegram of 15th September from 
New York-

"ELIMI;-iATIOX OF 'WAR. 

" IlllPORTANT PROGRESS )fADE. 

" President Coolidge, in a ldter to the 
Am·f'rif'an Legion, expre<;:'3CS the opinion 
that the world is turning increasingly 
towarc~ peace, its prescryation, and pcr
pMuatwn. The letter adds: '\Ve arc 
justified, as never before, in the hope for 
great accomplishments through the co
operation of the nations in "a vs of peace. 
Important flrogress is being inado along 
the road wh1ch will lead to ihe elimination 
of war from the world.' " 

I answered the que,tion put by the Opposition 
the other day, and it already appears in 
" Hansard.'' Now take the sta'temont in the 
Brisbane " Telegraph " of 9ih September 
1924- . ' 

"NEW \VORLD ERA. 

"FHIE OF HERRIO'r AND GENEVA. 

"Mr. Rammy lVIacDonald has arrived 
from Geneva. In an interview he stated 
that the foundations of a world-peace had 
been well and truly laid at the assomblv 
of the League of Nations. I-Ie expressed 
the opinion that the names of M. Herriot 
and Gen,oya for over would be associated 
with a new world era. 

" ~1. IIorriot, in an interview, declared, 
' F~r th0 first time we ha,-e seriously 
enYisagcd practical ill',~asurcs to enforce 
and ensure PE'acc, apart frorn the commis 
sionf'rs' vvork of elaborating ",che.mes. r\ll 
Rchools and universities rnust be taught· 
that our country's aim is peace, not war.'" 

That is what the Presid nt of tho French 
nation says to-dav-that the countrv's aim 
is that the children in the schools inust be 
taught the blessings of ncaco and not to 
dcsirP war. I suppDSC he is~disloval to France. 
I also wish to quot0 the M,,]bo'urne "Ago" 
of 4th SeptcmbPr, 1922-

,, \Var has bcPn comrncnded on the 
ground ihat it tended to the survival of 
the strongest and bra vest. It is true thcti 
strength and courag · were once detcr
Tnining· factors; to-dav their value is 
negligible. The weapo"Ils of science arc 
destructi,-e and indiscriminate. Hero and 
coward, giant and weakling, are oblitera
ted by the same bomb. The noblecot of 
personal qualitjes arc impotent. against 
the meanest hound equipped with inven
tion. That war imparts virility to 
humanitv has never been true since it 
cn1crg_,d· from savagpry. Virile rnanhood 
'Vas cut down; the diseased and the de
crepit mn-i,-cd to spawn. '\Yhy should 
we glor.v in Xapoleon ?' asked a French 
wrii.ur ·during the recent Napoh'onic ee>n
tenary celebrations. '\Yhv has our race 
been so long· undersiz<'d co'llparcd to the 
other nations of \V est ern Ea rope 9 It is 
because we were the products of the weak
lings and n1ilit<1rily unfit of those glorious 
days wh0n all our splendid forebears were 
killed nff in the ranks of the Grand 
Army.' 

"There are men to whom the privilege 
of 0xercising- authority over other men 
n1akes strong appeal. men who see in th(' 
militarv machine an excellent instru
ment for personal aggrandisement. 

"They would fain continue to strut to 
and fro a separate class, hoping to be 

rcgarrled as a superior species and as the 
only saviours and defenders of their 
country. 

" Their hope is vain; they are .d!'ily 
falling under the deepening susplmons 
of their fellow-men. The possibility of 
war is ever present, but it will never 
more be hail<>d a' an occasion for win
ning personal distinction; it will be 
en'ered upon reluctantly and only as an 
awful necessity. lJnless the militarist 
can find new :arguments to replace the 
old argum0nts in favour of war, he will 
find himself without occupation. The 
glory of war has utter!,· gone; war itself 
;s slowly going." 

That is \Yhat the lVIelbourno "Ago" put in 
its leading :ntidc. To ask the Brisbane metro
polit·an Press to do that would be sacrilege, 
tllld yDu gentlemen opposite ar·• of the same 
kidney as the metropolitan Press. I go fur
ther and I quote the Brisbane " T0lcgraph," 
dated 2nd May, 1923, which published the 
folJOIYing :-

" REALITIES OF \V AR. 

" HORRORS OF A SOLDIER'S DIARY. 

" 1'cllin(f the J'r11th. 

" One · again a soldier has attempted 
to t~ll the truth about war. In 'A Sol
dier's Diary' (Collins), writes a contribu
tor to the London 'Daily News,' Ralph 
Seott. who saw much service in France 
and Belgium, ddiberately sets out to shock 
his readers. His idea is, of course, to stop 
war. AH r dc,,cribing a particularly grisly 
incident, he 'n-itcs, ' The only way to 
stop war is to t('ll these facts in the school 
history hooks, and cut out the rot about 
the ga1lant charges, the victorious returns, 
and the blushing damsels who scatter roses 
under the conquering· heroes' feet.' " 

That is )1ublished in the "Telegraph" here 
as the truth received from journals in other 
parts of the world. It continues-

'• In a preface, General Sir Frederick 
:i\>Iauricc insi.,ts that 'these are not the 
wmds of a conscientious objector, nor of 
a ncurasthenic, inlr'O•·lJE!cti ve tnan. They 
arc written by a keen. healthy-minded, 
sport-loving young Englishman, who 
passed through the war at the front, and 
did his duty nobly, and behaved with 
groat gallantry.' Here arc a few of the 
facts that he thinks might well be included 
in school histories:-

" (1.) 

"There was a great lurid flash and a 
roar bv my feet, and I thought I was 
done for. I heard someone calling and 
found :\IcDougall. He had been knocked 
over by the 'same shell and was quite 
blind, and apparently dazed, for he would 
not answer when I shouted in his ear. 
Then I felt alone, and thought I would 
go mad. There were rats in the same "10le 
-vvith us screaming 'vith terror. Some of 
the kids began to cry, and I felt like it 
myself. 

"(2.) 

"My body crawls with lice, mJ tags are 
saturated with b!Dod. I am just carrying 
on like an automaton, waiting for some
thing to happen-relief. denth, wounds 
anything- in earth or hell to vut an en•l 
to this, but preferably death. 

Hon. F. T. Brennan.] 
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"(3.) 
"\Ve >hnul>lcd on a> colony of rats. feed

ing on the sodden corpse o( a Frenchman. 
I shuddered as they scattered away, 
screaming. Th~ la~t tin1e I v,as hon1e on 
leave my mother asked me whv tlw trencl1 
rats were so big. I nearly to.ld hPr. 

"(4.) 
" There \Vas a short fteree \Yhinc a, 

crash, and a vivid burst of flame. So;ne· 
ono said' Christ!' und began to cry gently. 
Five were killed, and others "ere mic.sing. 

" ~!\ German about lilY own size sli ppeJ 
into the trench behind me. \Vhat I was 
doing I shall nrver know, but bv instinct 
I got my l0ft hand. on his tlu:oat, and 
before I knew what had hupperwd I had 
got my bayonet six inches i11to his dwst. 
He went down without a groan. 

"(5.) 

" 'J'renclt 1'raucdp. 
" I turned and found a Lig· Hull \Yith 

his back to me and a life presen- ·r raised 
to hit McDonald. Before the Hun could 
c,trike I got my hunds on his throat, an<l 
we fell down together. Ilc was tenibl,
strong, and scratched a great piece oat of 
my ll'H check. Gradually lw \\L'akened, 
and I kept my fingers in his throat till 
he died. 

"(6.) 
" The men were wonderful, Lnt then' 

were only thirteen of us left, and fully 
200 Runs all round. During the lull Cox 
died in rny arn1s. f-Ie w·ls Ycry game. but 
just before tho end. he sobbed like a child, 
' My \vife and kiddie, oh, God! Sir. 
\vhat's going to happen 1 o then1 ':-poor 
kid. poor kid!' And so he died." 

Those arc things which have been pub
lished by the " Telegraph'' ne\YSpapcr in 
Brisbane. I do not suggc3t that these grue
.. ome things should be printed at such a 
length in tho school books any mor<O than 
the extren1o articles on glol·ifying war: 
but 1 think that to the articles on war in 
the school books there should be explanator:· 
notes, to give the children a chance of reali·,
ing \vhat it means if they are called upon to 
defend their country, and also to see that 
they play their part properly in J.ife by 
doing everything in preventing war in future. 

This is the most important debate that 
has ever been held in this Chamber in con
nection with tho Department of Public 
lnstruction. I an1 sin-cere in n1y adYocaC'y 
uf including in our school books something 
h hold up the standard of education by the 
teaching of logic and the teaching of the 
truth. I -do not think you can put the whole 
truth before the children at once. That has 
never been done previously in history. I do 
not think that Queensland, as a small part 
of the Empire, can come straight out with 
revolutionary ideas to upset the present 
•ystem, which is much behind the times, but 
we can do this gradually Ly constitutional 
methods to elevate the minds of children 
and for the benefit of a great Australia, 
instead of ere a ting R desire for war. 

Public men in Australia should tell the 
people that we have to prepar-e for war. No 
Australian is afraid to defend his country. 
The idea that we shall lie down and do 
nothing in the event of an invasion is only 
part of the political propaganda of our oppo
nents, and it is l!ntrue. W c should know 
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what is happening and what the Empire is 
doing in these matters. vVe should have the 
right to educate our children in regard to 
war. \V" should be prepared for contin
gencies. but in the meantime let ns exclude 
from the school books anything that will 
inflame the minds of the children in the 
direction of war. 

GovERXME='fT l'vlE:llBERS: Hear, hear! 
Question put and passed. 

INSPECTION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC IX
STRUCTIO:'>i (Hon. F. T. Brmman, 1'oo
·woomba): I beg to move-

" That £16,620 be grant0d for 'Inspec-
tion.' " 

There is a decrease in this Yote of £650. 
There is one inspector less this year, but it 
is considered that the staff will be able to 
cope with the work in the next financial 
year. 

Mr. KERR (Bnoggera): I would like to 
take the opportunity of saying a few words 
in regard to schools other than State schoois. 
\\"c have in Queensland a number of 
priyately-conductcd schools, but we haye 
absolutely no legislatiYe scheme of control of 
those schools. We have no kno·dedge of the 
number of such schools, where they are 
situated. or who are the controlling authori
ties. \Ye have manv thousands of children 
in r<'gard to whom their parents or the 
school authorities are not Lcing compelled 
to carry out the proYisions of the Education 
Act, so far as I can ascertain. 

Mr. FARRELL: What has that to do \vith 
this YO!c ., 

:Ylr. KERR: It is purely a question of 
ii1spection, and thi~ is the inspection yoto. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
rnember is dealing \vith a matter of policy 
v:hich should properly have been discussed 
c,n the vote for tlw " Chief 0 ffice." 

:Ylr. KERR: A: though we have cErtain 
inspectors for the purpose of seeing that the 
Education Act is carried out, they arc not 
able-bv ·reason of tho fact that the Govern
ll1cnt h~av·e not taken tho neccssarv action
to perfor1n those duties in regard to n1any 
thousands of children in Que<'nsland. It is 
hll very well to enforce the com!1ulsory 
u!t<'ndancc section.; of the Act, but we lravo 
manv thousands of children ath,ndintr schools 
wlrir:h are not affected by_ any registration 
scheme. There is no 'vay of carrying out the 
compulsory sections of the Ac-t in their case. 

i\1r. FARRELL: You ought to be honest and 
>ay that you arc' referring to the Christian 
Brothers' Schools. 

Mr. KERR: I am not talking about the 
Christian Brothers' Schools nny more than 
I am talking about the Clayfield College or 
the Southport school. The hon. member is 
talking through his hat when he says that. 
He is trying to put words into my mouth, 
of which I have no thought. It is deplorable 
that this is the onlv State which has no 
registration schema ~in operation, or anv 
knowledge of where many thousands of 
children are being educated. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I have already 
end ea nmred to prevent the hon. member 
from discussing that question on thls vote. 

Mr. KERR: I have no desire to disobey 
your ruling, Mr. Pollock, bnt I say that the 
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1nspcction staff should work under at least 
the same system as in the Southern States. 
I am asking that a scheme should be intro
duced by means of registration of schools
a scheme such as is in operation in other 
:States o£ Australia. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I shall give 
~he hon. member no further warning. 

:;\Ir. KERR: If I am not allowed to discn's 
that point on lhis vote--

~Ir. FARRELL: You ar~) attarking the 
·Christian Brothers' Schools on the Estimatc•s. 

Mr. KE.RR: TherE is no question cf attcek
. ing a11yone. I an1 dealing with the inspection 
vote. \Ve have inspectors tnn·elliug round 
lhe State· schools to sPe that 1he curriculllm 
approved under the Education ,_1\ct is ru.1 ried 
-out. \Vhile we have provision for the inspPc
tion of school buildings to see that they arc 
kept up to the required stancl'lrd, we should 
complet0 the whoi•J matter by having all the 
.schools registered. 

The '-'ECRETARY FOR FC'BLIC IN
:STRL"CTION (Hon. F. 'l'. Brennan, 
'l'o&lroornba): There is no record in the 
department of the number of private ~hools 
·Or lhc number of pupils attending those 
.schools. As this is the first occasion on 
which I have had the honour of being in 
"'barge oc these Estimates, I would like to 
pay a tribute to the teachers, inspectors, 
and the official staff of the dopartm0nt. l 
have been round a good deal since taking 
<JVer my new dL1ties, and I can see that the 
£chool teachers are doing wonderful work, 
son1ciimcs under certain disadyantagcs, but 
generally they are receiving all the assi -t~ 
unce the depe"rtment can give. At the head 
office we have some verv cxcelknt ,Jfficus. 
Personally, I think they" are a little over
worked at times. and I believe that we could 
do "·ith another two or 1luco in the depart
ment. I see myself the hours that soma 
have to \Vork, and iho energv and strajn 
upon those people to keep up a llugc under~ 
taking like the Departmor.t of Public 
Instruction, which is spending over £L250,000 
.anrmally. I am proud to sec such a noble 
.and lo_yal staff of well-behaved men and 
women attached to the Department of Public 
Instruction. 

Question put and passed. 

MEDICAL AND DEXT_ L INSPEOTION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTIO:-.i (Hon. F. T. Brennan, 
Toou:oom ba) : I beg- to move-

" That £14.124 be g-rnnted for '~ledi-
cal and Dental Inspection.' " 

There is an increase of £174 iil this ';ote 
this "ear. One additional part-time medical 
'iespcctor has been appointed. 

Question pnt and passed. 

Ql'EE':SLAND t:l>TVERSITY. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PuBLIC IN-
STR~C'l'IOX (Hon. F. T. Bronnan, 
'l'oowoomba): I hog to move-

" That £9 033 be granted for 'Queens-
land Univ·~rsity.' " 

'There is an increase of £296 in this vote. 
I was very pleased to hear the suggestion 
of the l:on. member for Burke that the 
amiversity should also be available for the 
;vorkers' children. If W•J could see our way 

cleal'--I would advocate it myself-to have 
one qualifying examination for admission to 
the university, this would be the one State 
and the one countrv in the world to have 
qualifying examinations entitling a scholar 
to proceed from the primar.v school to the 
highest educational establishment in the 
State. Then the children would be able to 
obtain the whole of the benef-its of educa
tion without anv comjwtition, providod they 
pocsessed the ne-cessary qualifications. 

Question put and pass.-.cl. 

TB. \IXIXG COLLEGE . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX-
STRUCTIO:'\ (Hon. F. T. Brennan, 
Too1coomba): I beg to mO\·e-

" That £14,953 be granted for 'Train-
ing College.' " 

Thoro is a decrease of £813 on this vote as 
compared with last year. The hon. member 
for Rockhampton has made certam reque_sts 
for information about conferences whiCh 
shout cl be held between the officials of the 
department and repre~entativu of the 
rrcachers' Union. Pcnodlcal ('Onferences 
between the officials of lhe

1 
dcl,'aryr:ent and 

representatives of the Toacners l mon have 
been instituted. At these conferences repre
sentatives of the union bring forward for 
discussion anv individual grievances, and 
these are diScussed in an amicable way. 
Further when the department is contem
plating 'any reform. in method or in the 
content of the curnculum, such reform IS 
inva.riabh~ di~cusscd at a conferQnco to 
which the Teachers' 'Union is invited tu 
''C:nd represHltatiYcs. Again, the tcac~lcrs 
are reptesented on the Boar·d of ~cvu:w, 
,,hich dealB annuallv ,, itlt the classificatiOn 
and promotion of teachers. 

I am pleased that the hon .. member ~or 
Rockhe"rnpton has giYon me th1s opportumty 
to state that the department has maugurated 
a scheme for !he greater utilisation. of the 
Training College. This scheme, wlnch has 
been accepted by Cabinet, has been in op?ra
tion for the last twelve mouths and provides 
for the admission of a gradually increasing 
number of teachers to the Training College, 
the candida t<'> beino- those who have success
full:' passed !he iu~ior or the senior p~1~lic 
pxaminations. The scheme makes provisiOn 
for the admis3ion of 150 trainees in 1925, 18[) 
in 1926, and so on progrc'>sivcl;v until in 1928 
tlwre will be approximate!)' 300 _students ~n 
training. This number It IS estimated Will 
b,, almo· t sufficient to meet lhe rertuirements 
of the department, and the scheme will 
enable the department to staff schooh gcner
allv and countu schools in particular, with 
a b~ttcr type of teacher. 

Mr. FARRELL (Rocklwmpton): I would 
lik~ to ask the Minister whether psychology 
is made ono of the compulsory subjects for 
Class II. teachers, or is it ono of the optional 
snbjeds? I would also like the hon. gentle
man to state whethN it 'is the intention of 
the department to include in the examination 
under the heading of school mat' ers a paper 
on ps~chology for Class III. teachers? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRL"CTION: The department agre·es with 
the hon. member for Rockhampton in regard 
to the necessitv for introducing the s'udy of 
psychology, a"nd in this connection has 
amended the requirements for the Class II. 

Hon. JJ'. 1'. Brennan.] 
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examination m " School l\1ethod." Text
books which are set deal with psychological 
problems and their education. These books 
include Colvin's "The Learning Process," 
Nunn's "Edl.lcation: Its Dai a and First 
Principles," Dr. Adams's ":Modern Develop
ments in Educational Practice," and Dum
ville's " The Child Mind." 

Mr. FARRELL (Rorkhampton): I am 
glad to hear that the department has given 
consideration to the inclusion of psychology 
in the examination for Class II. teachers; 
but as a majority of our teachers in Queens
land at the present time are only tho•oe who 
have obtained the standard of Class III.. and 
manv of thes-e teacher, never graduate to 
the (~lass II. standard, the department might 
consider making i• a compulsory subject in 
acnncction with " School J\lethod" to ensure 
that the teacher will have had at least a 
fair average grounding in the rudiments C?f 
psychology. I hope that the department 1s 
not going to allow the question of psychology 
to be an optional subject, and that they 
will make psychology a compulsory subject 
for both Cl ass I I. an cl Class III. examma
tions. 

Mr. LLOYD (K cl·vin (}rove): I \vish to 
urge on the Minister the necessity for intro
ducing some stability and uniformity into 
the policy of the department for the training 
of teachers. There was a time when the rule 
was that a teacher had to sen-e an appren
ticeship as a pupil-teacher. The o·;ly c:'c<'P
tion was in the case of schools in re1note 
places. The department was obliged to 
•taff those schools in the old days with 
persons whether thev were trained or not. 
In later days fully 90 per cent. of the 
classifiod teachers were men \Yho httd 
served an apprenticeship. It has been the 
f\xpcrience of all those who have had any
thing to do with the practical work of edu
cation that the best teacher is the one who 
served an apprenticeship. Under that system 
the training may have had somp objectionable 
features. It meant four years of very hard 
drudgery for the young person who went 
through it, but the result was good, because, 
under that pupil-teacher system tbe method 
of selecting the individual for teaching was 
more likely to prove right than und-er any 
other system. If a young person who has 
spent a certain amount of monev on ·educa
tion is taken from the university and put 
into a position where a good salary is com
manded, there is a tendency to cling to that 
position, even if it is found out afterwards 
by the individual that a mistake was made 
in choosing· the vocation of teaching. That 
would not be the case with regard to boys 
or girls selected from the six· h class. 'fhey 
would be at an age when· the:: would not be 
verv much concerned about their future as 
regards position. They would be selected b:· 
the head teacher, and if unsuitable, would 

be quite willing to drop out 
[4 p.m.] themselves. At any rate, it would 

be much easi-er for the depart
ment to drop them at that stage than later 
on. In earlier da vs there \vas for vears an 
agitation for a t1;aining college. Those of 
us who advocated it at the time thought that 
this training college would be something that 
was going to complete the work of the 
apprenticeship system. It was recognised 
that the pupil-teacher, in studying in the 
mornings and af·ernoons before and after 
schcol, could not make satisfactory progress 
towards getting the education that a teacher 
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shonld have. It was thought that the train
ing college was coming along to supplement· 
that, so that, when the young teacher came 
out of his time he would go to the training
colleg-e for a few years in order to complete· 
his education. It was also thought that 
teachers might acql.lire the be~t methods of 
teaching at a practising school attached to 
the training college. 

The training college has come, but the· 
authoritic:s have given one part to one thing 
and the other part to another. It is like 
the eilly old joke of dividing a suit of 
pyjarnas so that one man got one ganncnt 
and another man got the other. The result 
i•s that we have teachers who have been 
clrrssified after a period of training and who· 
g·o into the teaching service with a splendid 
theoretical training, because those in charge· 
of tho training college know their work 
thoroughly~no one can gainsay that~but 
thev have not the practical knowledge of 
har;dling a class as has the teacher who was 
trained as a pupil-teacher. On the other 
hand the pupil-teacher scorns as far off as. 
ever from o-ctiing· his extra training. I 
understand hoe can go to the training college 
~I am not quite sure about the details~ 
but that would mean a considerable sacrifice 
fer hirn. Then it is possible for a man with 
a university degree to enter the service and' 
become a clws,ified teacher, without any 
:"pccinJ training at all in a teacher's work. 
TllCrc arc several other variations, but I 
need not go into them. 

I think it is time that some uniformity of 
policy was followed. I am very glad to sec 
a revival of the pupil-teacher system, but I 
would be verv sorry to see anything done to 
prevent the 'man with a univ<:rsity deg_ree 
or a secondarv school educatwn entermg 
thn teaching p~ofession if he se; desires .. I 
think the department should sb·n-o t-o bnng 
about a svctem of uniformity, although I 
realiso the;e will be exceptions to the general 
rule, and that their policy should be as far· 
as possible to sekct young people from the 
upper cla~, os in our ordinary el~mentary 
schools put them through a pupil-teacher· 
course,' and then finish them off at the· 
training college or University. 

Quc·.tion put and passed. 

QuEENSLA!\D AGRICuLTURAL HIGH SCHOOL AXD
COLLEGII:. 

The f-\ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX-
STRVCTION (Hon. F. T. Brennan, 
'Toowoomn·rt): I beg to move~ 

"That £27,574 be granted fol" 
' Queensland Agricultural High School 
and College'." 

There is an incrr·aso in the vote of £6.958, 
of which £1 643 is for salaries and £5.315 for
equipmf~nt, 'wago3, and incidertals. The 
r:ollege y;as taken over be' the Deprntmont 
of Public Instruction on 1st September. 192.3. 
lt is being thoroughly reorg~"!sed, at: cl it ,is 
hoped, as a •result of the trammg \Yh1ch t.oe> 
st1!donts now receive ther0. they will atbm 
a very high standil.rd of efficiency. 

J\fr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): I regard_ thi, a,, 
one of the most important votes we nave to 
<leal with when di,cussing a department hke 
this. l'n to last vear it was the practice 
tr. include this vorf. in the Estimates of the 
Department of Agriculture.. Th~t was n?t 
s .tisfactorv and now that 1t IS mcluded m 
the vote fo; the Ec.lucation Department I am 
hopeful that a good deal more satisfactory· 
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a1 tention will he given tD agricultural 
-organintion and agricultural education than 
tas been given in fhe past. 

I think it was a ,, ell-conceived scheme that 
resulted in this agricultural institution being 
transferred from the Department of Agricul
ture to the Department of Public Instnrction. 
It is an innovation ln som·e respects. I 
believe that it i~s the only Ag·ncu1tural 
College of any moment in the Common
wealth that is absolutely anJ definitely under 
the direction of a Dcpartm<:nt of Public 
Instruction \Vithc~ut anv control from a. 
Department of Agricultu~e. lf that is so, it 
certainly is an att-empt in the right dir .:oetion. 

Ther0 aro r.ome things in connPction "'ith 
this vote that I would like a little informa
tion on. I notice there is a gentlcnHL!l em
ployed as an animal husbandman. In fact 
bis position is stated quite definitely ''s " Lec
turer- Animal Husbandry," and his 
remuneration is £525 a vear. There is onlv 
one officer paid " highC:r salary tha.n that, 
.and that is the Principal. I find in ''Appen
dix E" of the report of the Dcparill1ent of 
Public Instruction that a Mr. A. J. 
McKcnzie, Fellow of the Ontario Veterinary 
College. has been appointed to take charge 
.af live stock and to lecture on live stock an<l 
veteri11a-ry scicucc. This gentleman's appoint
ment is not as a voteri11ary surgeon. He is 
Lot a veterinary surgeon in spite of "\vhat 
that report may ; .. ay, consequently I want 
to say that this gentleman is inc;tpablc o t 
.acting as a Yetorinary surgeon, and llC '\YUS 
<.!ppointl'd as an aninHll hu~bandman and 
110t as a Yctcrinary surgeon. Gc•ncra.ll~v 
.speaking, I believe that the 'alary paid is to8 
high, becau'e I believe that you could get a 
qualified ,-ctcrina,·y surgeon for the salary 
that is paid to tht;! ge11tl---,"Han who rccPivl'd 
this appointment. The appointment should 
ha \'e been fille-d by a veterinary surgeon who 
would be able to train undergraduates in 
-veterinary problcnns so fat· as they concern 
stock. I \Vant to say that the gentleman who 
has been appointed there should be capable 
>Of conducting classes in meat inspection and 
also of 1raining our prospective stock inspec
tors w that they may become qualifwd meat 
ir.spectors and qualifie-d stock inspcc'ors. l 
·do not bBliove thrct the gentleman who has 
Lecn appointed to this posit;on has 1ho 
-qualiftcation 1o r,nable him to tntin tho 
students in that Jiroction. and I want to a',k 
the ::\Iinistcr if 0'ny .definite inve·d.igations 
were made into the credentials of the gentle
man in question before he was appointed, and, 
if the im·estigations were ma-de, what was the 
nature of the investigations, bccanso I am 
i1. a position to t:ay that the investigations 
must have been von' unsatisfactorv if 1his 
gentleman was apilontcd as a 'qualified 
yetcrinary ~urgcon. I hope the JYlinistLr \YiH 
give us that information bncauso I think it 
'" vital, as the gentleman occupying this 
position holds a very eminent ]J03ition in the 
Ycterjnary life a~1d veterinary practice of the 
·state. I would like to ask the i\finicter 
if the \~ctorinary Asf1ociation n1ade any 
protest to him or to his rcsp,,nc.ible officers 
ag.ain~t the appmntn1ent of !l1is gentleman. 
I would also like to know whv, if he is not 
tt quarficd n1an, certain a1;plicants \Yere 
>Overlooked who 1verc qualified men. The 
Public Service Commissioner asked for 
applicatio:Js from members of the Royal 
College of Veterinnry Surgeon~ or Bachelors 
of V etcrinary Science. Gentlemen holding 
these qualifications were asked to apply, and 

a gentleman holding neither of these qualifi
cations was appointed. ThPre must be some 
explanation about the a ppointmcnt. It has 
boon proved conclusiyely that the gc>ntleman 
1vho has been apy;ointcd is not: a velerinary 
surgeon but an animal husbandman
really a sort of glorified groom. For tht' 
salary we are paying we could certainly get. 
a Bachl'lor of Veterinary Science, or even a 
Fellow of the Royal College of VPterinary 
Surgeons, which is a vc'ry high drgi·ce. \VD 
arC' paying a sala~·:v a gl'cat deal in <'xcoss 
cf that paid to the qualified veterinary sur
geons in the I)ep.artn1ent of Agricciture. I 
want to know wh, the Public Service Com
mi'";ioncr did not. keep to tho ambit of his 
original advertisement calling for applica
tion,~ and appoint somebody with the 
qualifications for which he asked? 

Mr. KELSO: Is it a political appointment? 

Mr. BULCOCK: It is not a political 
appointment at all. I believe that the 
l\linister and otho1· people have been gulled 
into believing that this gentleman is a 
qualified veterinary surgeon. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'uBLJO INSTRUCTION: 
He was appointed before I came to the 
department. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I will be frank. The 
appointment was made before the hon. gen
tleman became Secrotarv for Public Instruc
tion, but on this very 'point I protested to 
J\Ir. Huxham, Nir. McKcnna, and sundry 
other gentlemen who had some say in the 
appointment. I will a·dmit that the appoint
ment was hung up at my request 
for some time, but >Yhcn I came ba.ck from 
tlw \Ycst I found that this gentleman had 
been appointed. I am prepared to stand up 
to what I say-there appears to be no other 
remedy that I sce~that this gentleman does 
not hold the qualifications called for by the 
Public Service Commissioner when he detDr
mincd to appoint a full-time vetcrinar_y 
surgeon to Gatton. Even he himsr>lf IS 

compelled to back down on the original 
a<hcertisement and to do away with the 
appoinhncnt of a yoterinary surgeon and 
appoint an anirrwl husbarl(hnan. I hope the 
1\'Iini:;:.tcr will gi Ye ~1ne 3on1e :infonna tion on 
that point. 

Mr. KELSO : What does the Public Service 
Con1mi"sioner suggest? 

'\Ir. BGLGOCK: Never mind what the 
Public Scn-ice Commi,sioncr suggests. You 
can go to him and ask him his opinion on 
the whole thing. 

I want to make another suggestion. We 
aro at the present time embarking on a big 
scheme so far as small holdings arc con
cerned. It is evid,utly intended to try and 
exploit the fat lamb-raising industry in the 
Dawson Vallev and similar areas. I have 
my own opin.ion about the success of the 
experiment. I believe it can only be a success 
if we have the trained m0n and the stock 
a Yailablc to ea rry it to a logical conclusion. 
In the irrigation settlements in the southern 
part of Now South Wales early lamb-raising 
for the London Christmas market is quite -a 
profitable undertaking, bnt lamb-raising is 
inseparable from the question of sheep and 
wool. The merino is not a profitable fat 
lamb, and it is necessary to utilise the cross
brett sheep. \Ve find there is a very poor 
crossbred flock at Gatton. There was a 
Leicester ram, two or three merino ewes, and 
two or three crossbreds when I saw the flc~ks 
some years ago. It is necessary that some 

Mr. BulGo; 1t.} 
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English blo0d should be introduced. The 
Lincoln-mcrino cross and the Leicester
merino croes shol.lld be established, and we 
should experiment in the raising of crossbroo 
wools so far as our agricultural areas are 
concerned. I hope 1he Minister wiil give 
lhat quc~t:on cor.sidcration, and also give 
considcrat·on to the appointment of a wool 
expert. 'l'hc posifo 1s are defmed in the 
Agricultural High School and College, but 
there is no provision made for a wool expert. 
We give opportunities of training in other 
branches of agricultural industry, but there 
is no man appoi:·tcd to teach sheep and wDol 
production, which are the most profitable 
ventures in connection with our agricul
tural community to-day. \Ve all realise that, 
if it were not for the sheep and wool market 
-more especially the wool market-Queens
land, in common with other States of 
the Commonwealth, would be in a verv pre
carious positien. \Ve have built up ·flocks 
ver.\' v.ell in the past; but we are only just 
bcg-n:mng to enter on the phase of closer 
settlement and more intense farming, and 
there is alwa:vs ~s2ociatcd with intense farm
ing the question of cro•·sbred sheep. I hope 
that the Minister will appoint an expert in 
wool matters, and that crossbred sheep will 
be u-cd at Gatton and elsewhere. I trust 
that thf' indu-try will expand by the produc
tion of crossbreds, the marketing of fat 
lambs, and the utilisation of the wool to tho 
best possible advantage, 

I would like t·o raise another question in 
this connection, and I think it is a fairly 
vit-"tl 0ne. I 'Yant to he quite fair and saY 
that I · hink action in this case was take~ 
before the present Minister took over the 
office. \Ve find that a certain Mr. Howie, 
an orchardist with Australian and Cali
fornian experience, has· been appointed as 
horticulturist. That is a very wide sub
jec:. \Ve all know that the orchard can 
be mode to pay only under the Yery best 
po.<::."iLlc) col~ditl<Jns. It is no u.,·e trvlnO' to 
rai~0 fruit-or indeed carry out ally kind 
of agrjnu1tnral nctivitv-nn.l<:>ss vo.u 'do the 
thillg ric ht, unleos Y~U ha ye a COmpetent 
man, "ho uncl<•rst1nds his soil and con deal 
with nh · t•, ap.d the disc•ascs to which they 
arc ;::uhjrct. Thi-s po.-:ition is then'forc one 
of the nwst. important. because this is the 
on1;.T hcrti( nltura1 tr1inirlg srhool in the 
St •te. Yet we fir,d mv old friend. the 
LP('turcr in Ar:i1nal i-Itlsbandry, receiving 
£525 a year, whil·st thiJ man who is to teach 
the etucl.)]'(c; their job' receive·: the laro-c and 
glorinu' sum of £370. I think thrrt hon. 
mNnlwre wiil admit that, a lthougb there has 
bePn POllle ad,inc:trnent In th0 '":1arics at the 
college, the adjustment has in some respects 
bc::·!l vf'r-;T pPruhar. To give another in
st · nee, you fir d a I'lant Breeder receiving 
£5~0 a year. For practical student pm·poses 
he ha' no Yaluo whatever. You do not 
rf,quirc hin1 to i 0ach the 2tudPnt ordinary 
hortiru!tural or agrirultnral snbjf'rts. MY 
reason for making that remark is that thcr'e 
may bo one or two :::tud('nW onlv \vho will 
becOme {'XDPl't~ in t1Hlt lin8 a11A ·who will 
elcct, "" I 'rFd myself, to do a short special 
cour2c in nl~1:t bref'ding. so that thev mav 
gain sorne iil+:>a of the principles und€rh·ing 
the wl>ole thing·. It seems to me that a 
P1nnt TlrecCIPr at Gatton is somewhat of an 
anomalv. He sl10uld be under the control 
of the· Dopartmcnt of Agriculture rather 
than under the control of an educational 
organisation which cannot avail itself of his 

fll!r. Bttleock. 

ecrvices t-o the full extent. All of these· 
appointn1ents. I regret to say, shc;w ~.o1ner 
weakness. The Pou!trv and I3cc In'•tructor· 
rcreiYC' £260 a year. 'The poultry i10dnstry 
D 10110 is worth to Queen land abo1it £500,000 
a :·c.'!·. cmd, if we are only paying £260 a 
yP_u~ to the man \vho is going to tea~h 
ctuclonts that industrv al!d c:•cpcct him to 
ha Ye a kno1vlPdge al.soL of bee·, we arc Lither 
not getting the best 1n~n or ,, are not 
payir~g a good nHJn a salary commensurate' 
,.·ith the ·work he is called upon to do. One 
fincls on going through the list that the 
utilitarinns of the college-the men who• 
rnrutr>r-thc 1ncn who arJ g-iying the prac
tical inotrurtion to the student· -the horti
culturist, the bee man, the poultry man, and' 
the fa nn foren1an-are on the lo\vcr grq.des,. 
vchilst the men who arc more or less disnen
~-::bl~-the 1nen \Vho lay a. nice acad~mic· 
foundation for farming-which has a certain 
Yalne but which can be yery much overdDne· 
in an agricultural course of three years
rPc>·cive the high salaries. I do not say they 
are too high, but I do sa,v that the men who· 
.are doing th<' bread and butter jobs, like tbe 
farm foreman and otlwrs I have mentioned. 
arB not . rec£'iving salaries which would 
etimula te their intere3t and cause tbem to• 
-llo their best in the interests of the college 

Since I bave been somewhat critical in 
this matter, it is only fair that I should. 
n:akP Fon1e remark~-seeing that it is. 
r -:>5·'lblP to do so-which will perhaps be· 
P•orc pleasing to th0 Minister. I bcliBve 
that since the transf~r·ence of the college· 
from th0 Dcpartnwnt Df Agriculture to the 
D<">nrtmcnt of Public Imtrudion a very 
dish:nct adyan<'e has b('en made in agricul
tural education. I bclieye that we are pro
grc\:''ing along right lincs 1 though I a1n 
prepared to ·say that E'\~ery ne\v organisatiorr 
·which ha~ bren in exi~tcnc-o as a scientific 
r·ntit, for less than h e]yp months must 
]paye a good deal to be desired. 

At 4.20 p.rn .. 
Mr. F. A. COOPER (Rrrm rr), one of tbe· 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I know that it take& 
more than twelve months to reorganise an 
institution that vas in tbe dccrPplt state 
that Gatton College was in. I know that 
somE' of the officers of tb0 Department of 
Agriculture nursed the college, believing 
it was a dc,irable institution, and I believe· 
thst n1any 1-vere surprised vrhen it can1e to 
a show of hands and I hev discovered just 
what Gatton ,,-as. I believe that subserprent 
cYents haYe quite justified what the Minister& 
and the department did so far as the trans
f<·t cnce was concerned, and G>1tton will now 
play an important part in the future agri
cultural life of our State. 

Inseparably associated with Gallon is the 
question of admission. The standard of 
nchnission can be made too high, I believe 
there is some suggestion that the junior 
university pass should be the standard of 
admission. I hope that is r:ot so. I believe 
that the educational standard of admission 
should be as low >1s possible. and my reason 
for saying that is, that many boys who would 
take up agricultural activities are not pre
pared to continue at school much beyond 
their scholarship limit. Man} of them. do 
not get past fourth dass, and that brmgs 
us back to the old, old argument, that a 
boy may not be scholastically or academic-
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ally brilliant, but he may be a successful 
farmer; and, if he may , be a successful 
farmer, we should give him the opportunity 
of going to the Agricultural College and 
learning what he can learn there. It does 
not matter much whether he comes away 
with a diploma or whether he ·does not, so 
long as he comes away with a working 
knowledge of farming; but the main con
sideration should be that the Agricultural 
College must not be made a cheap boarding
house. That has been one of the causes 
of the failure of agricultural education in 
1he past. Agricultural colleges have been 
allowed to become cheap boarding-houses. 
In New South Wales and Victoria that 
evil '~as very pronounced, and the :Th.Iinister 
would be well advised if he would make 
some definitA inquiry into the applications 
that come forward from students from time 
to time for admission, and lo ascertain 
whether those students are actually going 
on the land or whether they are going 
to avail themselves of a cheap boarding
house which provides them with disci
pline and education at the same time. If 
figures could be found as to the nu m bcr of 
sfudcnts who went on the land from our 
agricultural colleges, I think the percentag-e 
would be verv small. It is not economically 
sound to ma~ntain a highly organise-~ anCl 
specialised stafi lo train students who ,-ill 
not g-o on the land but will drift back to 
the city and become motor-car proprietors 
ott "ome t"xi-stand. I hope the Mini,ter will 
make inquiry ir;to the applications and try 
to select students "ho definitely st•te they 
will g-o on tk~ land, rather than th·1t they 
should avail themsc,lves of a cheap boarding-
house where thev can receive a little educa
tion at a nominal cost. 

I want to deal with another matter of 
vital interest. ThNe has been a g-ood dc,ll 
of talk in Parlia.ment and ont of Pm·lin
mcnt during the last few y0ars about the 
establishment of a Chair of Al!riculturc "t 
the Queensland Unive1'sity, an~] there has 
also been wmc discussion about the e-stab
lishment of a Chair of Veterinarv Science. 
At the present juncture I eo r:ot third< that 
either chair is iustificd. I do not believe 
that sufficient students would enrol for a 
veterinary cmu·se to justify the maintcr:ance 
of a Chair of Veterinarv Science in Bris
bane. At one time there \Vere two vcterinarv 
colleges in Melbourne, but there is only 
one no''~t, and the number of !'tud0nts going 
there is verv limited. There ie one 
veterinary coll€ge in Sydney, aDd the number 
of stud en's attcmding is limited also. Our 
students who propose to go throug-h the 
veterinary school could go to Sydney or 
Melbourne to he trained, if thev so rlec.ired. 
I think it is necessary that the 'state should 
provide some training for those who desire 
to undertake acaclemic agricultural research 
work. I know that no successful vetprinary 
practitioner can be trained unless he go,es 
through a university and takes his degree in 
a dul:v recogniR0d institution-not a " bum" 
iPstitution, i"'uing " dud '' diplomas. In 
rursu:mce of that idea. although the time is 
not ripe for the establishment of a Chair 
of Agriculture or a Chair of Veterinary 
Science hero, there are students at Gatton 
who would g-o in for " higher and more 
academic studv of agriculture if the oppor
tunities for doing so were a yaila ble. ' 

I do r.ot seo what is wron~< with the Depart
ment of Ag-riculture or the Department of 
Public Instruction granting scholarships for 

three of the best boys-the dux rrnd the two 
next best boys-at the triennial examinations 
and sending them to Sydney and Melbourne, 
or to other places with a view to training 
our own men for the State. I make theSL' 
remarks because, when the appointments for 
the new staff at Gatton College were madP, 
1\'G had to go south for our men. When the 
stafi was remodelled not ono Qucenslander WJs 

apJ>omted t? any position of any great respon
sibility. We have the nee ssarc· ability in 
Queensland, whether we develop it or not. If 
it. is true that we have to go south becausP 
-we hay- not the trained rncn in our own 
State, then it is a deplorable state of affairs. 
\\'e were caught napping there, but we should 
not be caug:ht 11apping agnin. Aaricultural 
cdncation is too important a faetor in the life 
of every community to be treated lightly. \Ve 
must realise that above all things a~ricultural 
0du<'-ttion is the basis of success in agriculture· 
and if agricultural education is the basis of 
~uccc'•::i in agriculture, it is obvious that vve 
must train men to go on tho ]and not in the 
haphazard, rule-of-thumb methods of the past 
but in the nc·w methods now undertaken. 

1 

I take it that the Plant Breeder by the vers 
r:atnrc of his appojnttnent is an CXlh'rimcnta.
hst. As an expcrinnntalist he n1iO"ht d('vote 
sonw of his attcnl ion to plaut accli1~1atisation. 
I knew that the :Minister desires to utilise the 
,~n-i< cs of this highly-paid official to the best 
~d,-anto ge pos -iblc. I admit that plant brecd
;ng is involved in one half of his appointment, 
but the other half of his scn-icc should bu 
de,·otccl to the question of acclimatisation. 
To n1ake the _cotton industry a success it i:-s 
ncct~~···ary to d1:-:cnss acclin1atisation in regard 
to plant brc~~di!lg with a view to cvoh-ing our 
''wn types. V\ hen ''·'' do that we shall un
doubtedly put the c>tton industrv on a sounder 
foundation than at the present time. The 
]'.linister has a Plant Breeder there with cottou 
~.l'C'as arou.nd hin1. I-lc could nJake some 
'Jnangc'nlCnts with the Department of Arrri
enlhtt'? and Stock to take crossbred seed ~nd 
I ))(•licve the• Department of Agricultur~ will 

the wisdom of allowing crossbreeding in 
cotton se<:>d. and send seed cut to the cotton 
areas to become acclimatised. That would 
not im·olvc the Plant Breeder going- away 
from the colleg'e, bnt only some sunervision on 
his part. He would t,hen make fu~ther crosses 
and experiments, if necessary. By doing 
thn t he would keep ex-students in touch with 
the institution, which is very deeirable. It 
is just as big a matter as the education of 
the stud0nts during their residence at the 
college. If they are not kept up to date in 
scientific methods, they will soon slip back 
to the city. , 

In conclusion, I wish to ""v that this is a 
n •w departure so far as the- Depiutment of 
Public Instruction is concenwd, but it is a 
Yery big question. I believe that there arc
officers in the Rducation Departn1ent '\Yho are
capable of dealing with this qiPstion. I also 
bc•liPve there is a big future before the cotton 
induslrv in Qu0ons!and if it is properly run. 
hut I think the ::\1inister mi·:ht pxorcisc som<• 
sunervision over the qualifications of th0 
officers at the college and of the students who 
are being trained there, <'specially thos'' 
st ndcnts who are likely to go on thr land 
and. are not likely to return to the citv. That 
is a big problem- in the l'ducationa] question, 
aod I hope that the Minister will give some 
c0mideration to it. 

Mr. Enw~RDS: That is a good speech. 
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

llfr. Bulcock, T 
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Mr. CORSER (Burnctt): I do not know 
whether in the past we have done the calling 
of agriculture justice. I have on several occa
sions advocatod that some inc0ntive should be 
offered to students at the Gatton Ar~ricultural 
Goll-·ge to encourage them to study the higher 
branches of agriculture and follow out those 
branclw, which appeal to them most. I have 
gone tD the extent of urging upon the Govern
ment ihe making Df it possible fDr qualified 
students to visit the various States of the 
Com:r;onwealth and other parts of the world 
so as to pursue their studies in relation to 
those branches of agriculture with whi~h they 
were specially associated at the ·College. That 
would be of the greatest importance to our 

agricultural and stock industri<•s. 
[4.30 p.m.] We are able to secure certain 

information and han• obtained 
professors for various branch?• from all over 
the world, chiefly from Americ-1; but none 
of tho.e men had the local experience which 
i L ;, possible for a student to gain at such 
an institution as Gatton College. It is the 
local knmvledg that must form the basis of 
an agricultural and stock education as it 
applies undl'r existing conditions in Australia. 
1 he faun-elation of the success of an agricul
tural tutDr or an agricultural professor is to 
l1avc a g1·ounding based on a practical know
ledge that can only be gained in the country 
i11 which he exp"cts to use that knowledge in 
after ];[e. 

A lot has been said in other countries of 
the world with regard to the breeding and 
propagation Df seed, the classing of seed, and 
the raising of various plants. This is par
ticularly valuable in the case of food plants. 
To-day we have in Australia a specialist in 
cotton, Mr. Wells. Right along Mr. Wells 
has played a yery special part in the p_ropa
ganda and the improvement of one parbcular 
clas. of plant. It is a most interesting study 
for anyone to watch the operatim1s of that 
cotton specialist when he is at work selecting 
a better variety of one class of cotton. It is 
a study in itself, and we should giYe att-en
tion to our mai7.e and wheat crops and follow 
further along the lines of Dr. Fanar and 
other great \vheat experts. If we did that 
we could do a great deal to increase the 
pro·ductivity of our soil. The only way to 
bring that about is to have first a knowledge 
of the local conditions. It is practically 
impossible for anyone not knowing our con
ditions to assist us. A study of the local 
condi' ions appertaining to the science of 
agriculture and stock is going to bring about 
the succoc" of which this institution should 
be the foundatiDn. 

With regard to the qualification question 
raised by the hon. member for Barcoo, it 
must not always be imagined. when a stu· 
dent goes to Gatton College and pays light 
fees that thoee fees will cover everything. 
My 'experience is that the students clai_m that 
they earn considerably more for the mstJtu
tion than they secure in return. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: No farm coul-d omplDy the 
number of employees one finds at an agri
cultural college. 

Mr. CORSER: There are two distinct sec
tion". ·when they are working for the Col
leo-e the value of their work should be 
pl~c~d against the agricultural section. You 
must take the two departm<mts separately. 
The students carry out a great and important 
amount of wDrk at an agricultural college. 
I know that when I was associated with 

[Mr. Gorser. 

Gatton College the revenue brought in by 
the students was £4,000 for the year; that 
was practically the earnings of the students. 

:\h. BuLCOCK: And the cost of running the 
place was £20,000 a year. 

Mr. CORSER: The cost of running the 
place was £6,000 a year, not taking into con
sideration the speeial work and the special 
fees that had to be paid for tutors on the 
scientific side. We would be wrong in mix
ing up those two branches. We pay for the 
scientific side and for the tutors. 

vVith regard to a chair of agriculture, it 
would be es9cntial for some institution to be 
create-d that would enable the student to 
prosecute the special calling which he might 
wish to gD in for. It is no use leaving it as 
has boon done in the past. The student 
secures his diploma up to a certain standard 
in connection with agriculture, stock, veteri
nary science, or anything else. and he has to 
g·o into the world and avail himself of that 
education. It is usually of value to him, 
but that is not going to make it the Yalue 
it should be tD Australia. We should enable 
him t~ secure a higher training than is 
possible at Gatton. 

The Department of Public Instruction JS 

to be commended for taking over control 
of the Queensland Agricultural High School 
and College, as it is called at the present 
time; but we must remember-no doubt it is 
in the minds of the heads of the Department 
of Public Instruction-that there is one 
thing that they may be inclined to lack and 
that is the practical side of the busmess. 
·whilst we all realise in connection with an 
agricultural college that the tcchnic,1l side 
is the most important, we should not allow 
the technical side to receive all the attention. 
I han' not ha·d an opportunity of visiting 
the Agricultural High School and College 
since it was taken over by the Dcpa1'tment 
of Public Instruction, but from what I have 
seon of the officers, whilst I am not going to 
compare them with the officers that were 
at the college in the early years of its cxist
er:;ce, the present te1.ching staff il3 a great 
improvement on thos,' »e have recently had 
at the college, and they are entitled to an 
opportunity to prove their worth. I hope 
the students will find that tho instruction will 
be a very great improvement on that which 
was offered to them during the laot few 
years. 

Mr. LOGAN (Lockyer): I nDtice that since 
thi;; Agricultural High School and College 
has been taken over by the Department of 
Public Instruction, there has been an 
increased vote of almost £7,000. I recognise 
that the Department of Public Instruction 
is endeavouring to place this institution on 
a better footing than it was previously. 
It has now been carrying on for twelve 
months under the new administration, but 
we have not yet had time to see what benefit, 
if anv, thr change has brought about. I am 
hDpeful, however, that the appointment of 
efficient officers to the college will instil into 
the minds of the students a knowledge that 
will fit them to take high positions in the 
Dopartn1cnt of Agriculture as advjsers in 
agriculture generally in Queensland. I ha Ye 
come in contact with most of the new 
officers. and I feel that they arc all imbued 
with the idea of doing the best they can 
for the students. The new Principal appears 
to be very active, and all his officers are 
falling into line. 
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Reference has l::een made to the appoint· 
ment of a veterinary surgeon. For mv own 
part I must sa.v that I regard Mr. McKenzie 
a' a very practical man, an.d that is one of 
the thinrro we must keep m s1ght. When 
appointi~g officers to positions ~uch as this, 
it is ab oluteb· necessary to appomt men w1th 
practical as ,~·ell as theoretical qualifications. 
I am not in a position to say whether Mr. 
McKenzie pos•.cEses the theoretical quahfi
-cations neceseary for such a pos1t10n, but 
from a nractical point of view he is all 
that could be desired. I am onlv desirous 
of pointinr; out that •Mch of ·the r:ew 
officers should have the necessary practiCal 
qualificat'ons .so th::ct t.hey will be a blc. to 
-carry out thell' dubes m the most effectn·e 
way It is pleasing to note that, with the 
appointment of the new Principal and the 
new staff, the conduct of the college is be
·coming what ono would expect it to be. I 
believe tl1e boys are paying that respect 
to the officers which is due to them, and 
I ho'P that tl,e introduction of religious 
instruction at the college. where services ere 
-carried out every Sunda:~. will have tho 
effect of making the boys realise then· 
responsibilities in life. 

I have not had the advantage of going 
through the inctitl<tion frequently since the 
(•hangcs hav<' been made. but from what I 
know I fe1·l mre that the increase in tho 
.. vote is jusffied. There is a ccrtai:1 amDunt 
of rr>nov'"'~ron an.J i1nproven1ents required in 
certain directions. and I believe that the 
money vot0d is being spent in this way. I am 
hopir>g that at tlw end of the· pn'sent year 
the college will be able to give a goo•l 
£CCOLmt of its wo·rk, and that the new si 1ff 
will have firmly convinced the dep:trtme·:t 
that the·. have: clom' woll in their conduct of 
the irstitut'on. Tho col:ego is not o·1ly con
nected with educational matters. but it is 
.ulso largclv connected with agriC'ulturc. For 
my part I have !Jt>vor thought that Grtto 1 

Agricultural C<Ollogc has fulfilled ib functions 
i11 the way \vhich is requited. F'or instance, 
,,,.e have runni~g thrcugh th0 collc9;c pro
perh,. thrd fin0 streanl of ,-, atcr, Lockyer 
Creek. The institution has not made use of 
ihat v\ater for irrigation and i':lstruction pur
poses as should ha Ye been done. I r<' ncmber 
that years ago th0 latP JYlr. J\1ahon, when 
Principal of the College, use·d to irrigate 
portion of the hnd, but for some reason or 
other the irrigation plant .has not boon used 
for some time. and instruction is not now 
being given in that direction. 

While on this question of inigation, I 
n.i1ght mention that there are a number of 
farmers a-long Lock~vcr Creek who aro 
irrigating ''ery successfully. A narncsakc of 
rninc. although not a relative-Peter Logan, 
of Upper Tent Hill-was able this seascn to 
produce cabbages :md cauliflowers of wonder
ful siz·e. .Many of the cabb.1ges grm," by 
irrigation on his property weighed .30 lb. 
c>ach. \VheYJ we consider that ,h;s h<ts been 
done by irrigation from Blackfellow's Creek 
at a place a few miles abo\'C GattDn College, 
we must realise that the water in Lockyer 
Creek near the college is just as valuable 
for irrigation purposes. The farmer I am 
speaking of received over £156 for the 
cabbages and cauliflowers which he grew on 
$bout an acre and a half cf 1 and. I would 
,ike the officials at Gatton College to develop 
the system of irrigation there, not only 
from the point of view of production of 
-crops but in order to show the boys how 
a. system of irrigation can be applied. I 

1924-3 X 

certainly think that a good deal could be 
done at the college in demonstrating the 
importance of irrigation and the best methods 
of irrigating land. 

I hope that the Agricultural College and 
High School will be the means of raising 
the agricultural education of our boys to 
a very high standard, and that before very 
long we shall find it possible to estab!ish 
a Chair of Agriculture at trw Queensland 
1Jr,1vcrsity 

The SECRETARY lfOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTIO \1 (Hon. F. T. Dronnan, Too
?coornlm): The hon. member for Darcoo ad· 
vanccd ce1tain criticism in regal d to this 
vot?, b11t his criticisrn is nJway:~ of a helpful 
and instructive nature. Ho referred in par
ticular to the Lcct Her in Animal Husbandry. 
I ur.dcrstnnd that a part-ti1no officcl' was sont 
to the college b? the Department of Agricul
tm,. and ;:;tock. but subsequently applications 
V\ Pro CJll d for a pennancnt officer: ar:d the 
Public Service Commissioner, the ProfessDr ol 
Biology at the University, and the Principal 
of the College conferred before the appoint· 
m"nt v, "" made. 

:\fr. I3uLCOCK: I am just as qualif10d to 
c\-nn~~s an opinion as they are. 

The, SFCRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STR1JCTJON: There has been close eo-opera 
t ion lwt" cen the Department of Agriculturo 
and mv denartment on the CJU~"~tiou of agri .. 
culturaJ education. and it has been arranged 
that the entrance examination ,,hnJl b? the 
:";il n1c as entrance exaininations to high schools. 
th<>t is, cvcrv :"tlldf'nt rn·1~t have r:'nched the 
fifth-class standard. With regard to the 
suggestion 'hat the college may be regarded 
by some students as a cheap boarding-house, 
hen. members may rest assured that there 
will be no stool pigeons at tho college-I 
r·egard thet as essential if we are going to 
have efficient agricultural education m 
Queensland. 

Qnc,tion put and passed. 

THE WOn!EN'S COLLEGE. 

'T'h." SJ?<'RE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. T. Brennan, Too-
1coornh':): I beg to movc-

"Thet £600 be grant0d for 'The 
\V omen's College.'" 

This is the same amount as last year. The 
Wo>Ticn', College is partly supnortcd bv public 
subscriptions. The college is a. r0,idontial 
one mainlv for country girls. Tht" are 
mo;ilv ho!tlcrs of opPn · scholarshins to the 
lJn~ 1 ersitv and the girls get co~~hing in the 
eo liege without payment or additional fees. 
The college is unsectarian. 

Quc•otion put and passed. 

SCHOOLS OF ARTS. 

'J'he SFGRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN 
STRUCTION tHon. F. T. Brennan, Too· 
woomba) : I beg to mov.e-

" That £7,700 be granted for ' Schools 
of Arts.' " 

This is a reduction on the amount voted last 
vcar of £550. As hon. memben are aware, 
the aid granted under this Yote is not to 
exre·ed 10s. for every £1 subscribed by the 
public, except to reading rooms. etc., in c;on· 
nection with shearing sheds and sugar-m1lls, 

Hon. F. T. Brennan.] 
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to which aid does not exceed £1 for each £1 
subscr:bod. No subsidy ic to exceed £150, and 
th total aid is not to exceed the yotc. 

Qucsii(J]l put and pa .sed. 

SErONDARY EDUCATION 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. T. Brennan, 1'oo
woomba) : I bog to move-

,, That £47,300 ,~; granted for ' Sec
ondary EducatiOn. 

There is a decrease of £7,000 in this vote. 

Mr. FARRELL (llockhampton): The vote 
provides for an additional endowment to 
State uammar school. of £7,300. I was 
pleased to hear the remarks by the hon. 
member for Maryborough regarding the 
duplica ion of work and the duplicaticn of 
cor:trol in conncctio~ with cecondarv educa
tion in this State. Before coming ;nto this 
Chamber, and since my admission to this 
Chnmber. I have advocated that grammar 
schools should be turned into Stcl to 1 igh 
sch o.s. 1hc quos ion has been brought up 
at the Queensland Teachers' Conferenee year 
after year, and my view has been agreed to 
.almcst unanimously every time the matter 
has boon brcught up. In Rockhampton wo 
have a State high school which provides 
secondary education up to the junior uni
versity standard. and until rccen ly up to 
the senior universitv standard. The students 
who pas'ed the scho'!arship examination chose 
the State high school in prefer·ence to the 
gra,.nmar school in which to study for their 
junior and senior university examinations. 
I think, at the last examinations, the 
majority of the boys and girls who passed 
the scholarsh'p examination preferred the 
Rockhampton High School attached to the 
technical college in preference to ! he Rock
hampton Grammar School. \Vc mu t realise 
that the same subjects are taught in the 
grammar schools as arc taught in the high 
schools. a ne! a' the S'tatc high schools you 
have highlv-traincd and hig-hly-equipped 
tcachC'l's,. while the grammar schools have 
onlv teachers with a uni versitv education 
and no pradical experience in ·teaching at 
all. The result of that system may be seen 
when cne looks at the results of the senior 
universitv examina ions that take place each 
vear. The vear before last. out of some 
hundreds o( pupils in Rockhampton who 
passed from the primary schools to the 
second a rv schools, only two boys and one 
girl reached the senior standard; or. in other 
words,. onlY three of those children had 
obtained nifficicnt knowledge to allow them 
to pas:: the senior universl•y examination, 
a ne! only three were eligible to enter the 
Qucersland university. 

Let us examine the position of the gram
mar &cPor!s in Queemland to-day. I do not 
kn<'w whether the pos'tion is as accentuated 
in Bri,bone as it is in ·he other cit;es, but 
in the other cities I find that the grammar 
school is really a private school for the chil
dren of wealthy parents. The Rockha'T'ptoD 
Gremrnar Sch0ol is a privote arc! speciol 
school for the sons and daughtero of wealthy 
won! king-s of \¥<:'stern C'ueombnd,. who send 
their voun<ssters to the gramTYJar school, and 
are abl0 to pay for their tuition. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member is wrong. 
Mr. FARRELL: I am absolutely right; 
Mr. MoRGAN: The hon. member is wrong. 

[Hon. F. T. Brennan. 

Mr. F ARRELL: I expected a complaint 
from hon. members representing thos~ people. 
At the Roekhampton Grammar School are 
the children of the wealthy wool b:•gs ?f 
We;tcrn Queensland, who pay a cm·tam 
an1oLmt for the training of their children. 
The Rockhampton Grammar School is being 
subsidised by the· Government to the oxtellt 
of nearly £3.000 per annum, in order to keep 
up the building, and pay sala~10s to enable 
the school to be carried on. ·why, the argu
rnent that is implied by the interjections of 
hon. members opposite-that the grammar 
school is there to provide a scco;;dary .cdu· 
crttion for the children of the workers-Is so 
Luch bosh. At the present time the Govern
ment pay to the grammar school trustees 
fourteen rrui11eas for each ::::,tudcnt sent fron1 
a primary school. The other children at the 
grammar school arc the cncs to whom I 
luwe referred-the sons and daughters of a 
priYilegod class-an. cl. :Ye, as. a I.a.bour Go
vernment, are subsidismg thJR mst:tutwn to 
the tune of something like £4,.00{) a year. 
The hon. member for Mitchell has just 
pointed out to me that it is impossible fm;. 
the wns and daughter" of the workers ot 
Longrcach to take aclYantage of the 
sccoHdarv education offering- at the Rock
!Jampton' Grammar School. · It is abwlutely 
impossible for them to do so because their 
lir:ancial position does not allow them to· 
send their children away from home. I 
1\ould not mind so much if the sons and 
daughters of these wealthy parents had 
passed qualifying examinfltions to al~ow 
them to enter this institution. The obJeC
tion, then, would not be eo strong; but we 
find that thcv are mcrelv paying pupils. 
'They ha Ye not received ,. the preliminary 
education that the ordinarv child of the 
worker receives in the primary schools, and 
therefore have not qualified bv examination 
fer a State scholarship. Those are tho 
children who am being sent to the gram.mar 
schools and are being paid for by subsidiCs 
horn a Labour GoYcrnment! 'That Js cot 
onlv the actual position, bnt noov the 
trustees of the Rockhampton Grammar 
Schcols rue gcing a step further. \Ve have 
heard a wonderful lot about the so-called 
tl'adition of grammar schools. 

Mr. VowLES: Hear, hear! 
Mr. li'ARRELL: Hon. members on this 

side and teachers in general kno,v what that 
tradition really means. l have seen the 
sons and daughters of waterside workers who 
have gone th~·ough the schouls wh<>re I have 
taught-who,. after thre•J years' conta~ina
tion in the grammar school, wore sometlmes 
ashamed of the little homes thev came from. 
So much for the tradition of the grammar 
schools! 

~h. l\1oRGAX: That is a rt}floction on their 
parents. 

Mr. FARRELL: It is not; it is a reflec
tion on the system of secondary education 
which is being fostered by this Labour G_o
VE·rnment. and which sooner or later will 
have to he stopped. I mention that not oY!ly 
are the grammar schools competing wito the 
State high school, and being subsidised 
bv this Government. but they are actually 
n(rv going a step further. Instead of co~
pelling the sons and daughters of the privi
lcf(ed class to go to tbe primary schools to 
get their primry education, the grammar 
schrol trustees in various cities are pro
viding classP< for the teaching of primary 
subjects. Recently in Rockhamptqn thev 



Supply. [24 SEPTEMBER.] Supply. 1091 

have also .introduced kindergarten subjects. 
'"'" o have in Rockhampton, ;;ot half a mile 
away from the grammar school. one. of the 
best kindergm·ten schools that ex1sts 111 

Queensland. It is mannc~ by . specially
trained teachers, 'rho have gn·en thetr "hole 
time to the study of kindergarten subjects. 
Kot less than half a mile awav we have 
another school of the same class: 

At 4.55 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the ch>Cir. 

[5 p.m.] 
Mr. FARRELL: Then we have another 

girls' school at the end of t 11e city. Yet the 
Rockhampton Grammar School trustees have 
d;:,cidcd to establish kinclergaden dassc" at 
the Rockha1npton Gran11nar Schools, to Le, 
subsiclisccl by this Gowrnmcnt. Only a few 
weeks bdcrc the e'>:-Secrdar · for Public 
Iustruction, Mr. Huxham, bft ·for England, 
I had a request from the Rockho;npton 
Grammar School trustlc:::l through their sor
rctary, nski_ g rno to intcrdew the :Jfinjstf'r 
and [!'l't an adclitional grant for them for the 
establishment of a. kindergarten. H the 
primary schools at Roekhampton are goorl 
lJ,ousrh for the Jon-.: a1Hl dnu0'·hters of the 
,,·,nc·~·s:dc \Yorkp1·s and tlw raiCwav 1Ycrk1TS, 

ilwy arc good enough for the l,]tls o[ the 
&h· c-p killgs and < ·ttle kings. If tlwy want 
to ilaYe a!JY privilege·. in the way of ·Jdl~c,l~ 
tion, let t h·•m pay for it. 

Ivlr. Vo\YLL;: SPnd thoir children to tho 
Brisbane (;rammar School? 

Mr. FARRELL: Where tho po'ition 1\'0ulrl 
proi)ab~y bu worse•. I arn pointing out a 
din•cfon ill whirh the prcse.:..t S, vn•ta;·y for 
l)nbjjc lnstTuction 1nay F1Ye a lot of 1noney. 
rrhf'rO i:"t ,_o llPC'd in Rccklw:npton for the 
grammar -..rhools unci additiona1 ;;:condrLl'.Y 
schoul . 'I'lw whole of the work of ~c-:ondar-.· 
educaLon can be complf'tcd catislactorii:· at 
the hi& h school. The Rockhampton Gram
mar Sdwois could be doae a\\aY \cith alto
gcth<'l'. If the wool killgs want their kids 
t-1ugLt iu a privilcJPd \V:ly, accord.intr to 
the traditions they talk so mmh about., let 
then1 pay for it. It is a standing disgTace 
tbat the n1attcr h::~s !:!'OllP on so lor~g, and for 
a Labour GoYcrnment to b~ callc•d upon to 
subsldi~e sclJ0'1ls for the pt!rposc of giving 
instruction to the privileged classes. 

:l\Ir. :\four.'": l'ndcr a L'lbonr Govorn
nwnt, and 'ti]) privileged classps? 

Mr. FARRELL: Of course they arc, and 
no one k 'O\VS better than does thB hon. 
n1ember. l\1y friend. tho hon. 1110-,ubDr for 
Miteheli. jn-t sho\\ed clearly how there was 
a privileged class. If the hon. member were 
liYjng at LongreaC'h, his youngster..; could 
not bo ~"!lt to th~~ Rcckha1nptou G rarnn1ar 
School, althcugh they might be brainy enough 
to pa·s a scholarship. 

Mr. 1\IoRGA": Why not? 

Mr. FARR1~LL: Because thu hon. member 
has not sufficient money to send them to 

. Rockhampto~-tht1t is why. 
Mr. Mono m: Does not the scholarship 

cover thD board? 

2'vlr. FARRELL: How manv children cou1d 
it cover at £30 a year? Th.e Rockhampton 
Hig-h School can do all the work necessary 
in Rookhampton. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRUCTION: 
Thev cannd pass the high school and go to 
ar·rtJ.,Pr school. They must go to the nearest 
school. 

Mr. FARRELL: A scholarship child can 
go to any school in Queensland that he lik<Js. 

The SECRETAHY l'OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Not if he gets the allowance. 

Mr. F ARRELL: I am not talking about 
the allowance. I arn not cornplaini11g about 
the conduct of the State high schools I am 
eulogising their work. I a1n oUJ acting to 
this GoveTnment continuing to subs1clise 
grammar schools at '' bich the sons and 
daug·ht<Jrs of those who can puy for the 
education are receiving that education at the· 
expense of the Go.-cr..ment. My friend, the 
hon. member for Fitzroy, intcniowod the 
Soc1·etary for Public Instruction not long 
ago, and protesteJ agaiLst chi~dren ha v 1ng 
to be taken away frOLll the Ho-·~~:ha !ipton 
High School aftc1· ha,-icg P""'cd their junior 
urnvcrsity c·x<uuin.ai wn, to c.:..a.blc thcnt to sit 
for the senior. 

The pr ctie<' that is in yoguc at the present 
tin11; i!l Hor ;.;:lwmpton i . ..; t hJt stndt nt~ at the 
high :::.,:hool \·ho havo qu;Jdiit.'d ;u-~· i',l~: juuiol' 
uutvPrsit.y exa1nination, if they decide to sit 
for the s..!nior. havo to bo tran·it· L _, fron1 
1 he high school to the gralllnmr >chool, and 
tlll' StaL' p:~: s to the granJ:nar _·choo_~_ f<.urtcwn 

\1__':\l' f(,J' eae;t oi f dL~ lf 
?diJlist<;r like:5 to rnaku ;1 st:..trt ·., Hook~ 

a.u1 sure tiJ _. ho!J. tLH'ird:J r fur 
(}LLtr~ cn11tcnt to lJL:!r lli,, ~l:are 
nwking Hockhampton tho startins 

poiur ... o in:Jt we (';Ul ovu to tlL· (L urtatl'llt 
that 11·hat v;·o are is corn·ct. and that 
th<~ d p 1rlmt'nt f'an savL~ thon.--ands uf ·pounds 
n :n~:1 r llY ~ton')ing thl' priYilt '2: ·.d <';a.;;s of 
\V' >tern quccnslnnd sending their kiddies to 
the grammar ochool at lbckh<llll!Jton ut the 
t'XPP11:',' of the State, and nt th1' JHll' tin1e 

cducahounl opportn itlc::; at the 
selwol- for the sons and d:1ughtcrs 
people of Qu,,cn>lalid. prr]v,dcd 

qualify by passi11g th: prc ·>cribc:d cxaini
nation. 

:VIr. MORGAN (Jiu,·ilh): I not agree in 
nn.~- way ,_yith tlH) remarks lT\T the hon. 
mctulH•r for Hockhnmpton. J ha vc !~ad a good 
deal of experience in regnrd to th, pducation 
of children at the grammar c·,hool i:l this city 
Br-iPg n c6Ulttry rc~ideut and o:JC' \\ho has 
not had t<·eondtn'T,- cclncntlonal f:wilit1cs avail~ 
able at rnv fNml door, it. has co-.t me a j!reat 
drDl to f!ive n1v children a educa-
tion. Ti1os0 of us 1vho l iv(~ in country 
P<l:V :1. Ycr:v high foe for tho bonrd of our 
ehil.Uren 1vl·o come down to t~1 Brisbane 
Grm11n1ar P.rhool or to any ot.hc~· secondary 
school in Brisbane. I fool sure that tho 
amount wo pay sho1vs a profit to t 1w t"chool, 
and that profit hdps the city drild,·cn to get 

_a choaJwr odncation than they would be able 
to ,got if boarders were not admitted to the 
school. 

J\1r. FARRELL: If that is '•0. how do vou 
account for the State high schools carry.ing 
on wi than t boarders? 

Mr. MORGAN: The boarders man than 
show a profit to the grammar school. If 
t!wre is anv loss made in connection with the 
;econdary ~chools. it is mYing to the low fees 
charged to the day scholars. I h,,ve proved 
thnt. I haY sent five children to the grammar 
school in Brisbane. and on an : .. vera ge it has 
cost me oyer £100 a year to bo" rd these 
children at the grammar school, and I feel 
quite certain that. if I h11d had friends in 
the city and these children could have been 
boarded outside the grammar school, it would 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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have meant a big saving to me. However, l 
WO'• forced to send my children to the gram
mar scllDol as boarders. and I paid dearly 
for the board. Last quarter-after the scholar
ship examination-over 200 boys joined tho 
Brisbane Grammar School, and I feel pretty 
safe in saying that 90 rer cent. of those boys 
are th2 children of the 'vorking class of Bris
bane Owing to the fact that they passed the 
scholarship examination they arc going as day 
"cholars to the Brisbane Grammar School 
They could have gone to the State High 
School if they so desired, but no doubt their 
parents. after making inquiries, decided that 
their children ,,·ere likely to get at the Bris
bane Grammar School the best educ:<tion for 
the profc,sions or c'"llings they wore likely 
to fo!'ow in after life. As the hon. member 
who has just resumed his scat said, the Go
vernrncnt pay fcurtcen guineas a ~car to the 
schools for all scholar~hip boys and girls, bat 
I fct'l snrc that alllount is not sufficie11t to pay 
tho ·xpcns0' in connection 'vith the teaching 
Df each of those 2~0 scholars who aro attending 
that part;cnlar school. 

Mr. HAn'rLEY: You do not pay any more 
than fourt-een guineas a year. 

Mr. MORGAN: I honestly think that a 
boy who has not passed the scholarship 
examination and who goes to the Brisbane 
Gramcnar School or any other secondary 
school as a boarder is charged more than 
fourteen guineas a year. 

Mr. fiARTLEY: I do not think so. 

Mr. i\IOFGAN: I think so, hut I am only 
speaking from men1ory. The Government 
pay the fees of those who pass the scholar
ship examinations, and \VP help largely in 
the upkeep of the school by the amount wo 
pay for boarcl. Thn charg-e for board is r.o 
great that it enables ;;econdarv schools to 
carry on. The money paid by· the Govern· 
ment to secondary schools does not go 
towards the training of the children of r.l.1e 
workers in ccuntry c;;ntres ns the hon. mern
ber said. but to provide cheaper cduc 1tion 
~or the chi!dren living in the city :;:,urrou~:d
mgs of the schools. I f<~el sure that the 
woolgrower or the pastorali.-t will not objcc:t 
whether the citv schools receive subsidies 
from the Gover~ment or not, because thcv 
know that, if these schools do not reCOIYC a 
subsidy fr<:im the Government, the fee· will 
go up, and the re'uJt ill be thqt a great 
number of the chi\dren o£ workers wit( not 
h.ave the opportunity of getting their educa
tJOn at grammar '''hDols "' they ,Jo at t!tn 
present time. Why do people have their 
children e·rlueated at the Brisbane Grammar 
School? Probably ben use they prefer the 
grammar school to the high schco1• I 
have a boy for \Yhom I h~tve naid board for 
two ye d'-' so that he could go to the 
Windsor State School and have an oppor
tunity of passing the scholarship exomina
tion, as there was no other opportunity of 
having hi'11 educated. He only h1d two 
years' tuition at the State cchool before he 
passed his scholarshin ex>mination, and he 
is now going tn the Brisbane Grammar 
School, for which the Government pay 
fourtncn guim,as a year, and if I were not 
living in Brisbane at present, I would have 
had to pay £100 per annum for his board. 

Mr. FmRELL: The workers' children in 
your electorate have equal opporwnities 
with those in other places. 

Mr. M ORGAN: No; the workers' child
ren in country electorates are not in the 

[.Mr. Morgan. 

same position as workers' children in the 
citv electorates. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MORGAN: There is not a workers' 
child in the outlying portion of the ':itate 
vvhiC'h is in the sarr1e position as a \vorKt~rs' 
child in the large centre•; of popuL1.tion. 
Hundreds of children in the cities are attend 
the technical colleges. I do not wi2h to 
deprive thorn of that advantage, but I say 
that every assistance !lo,sible .should be 
rriven to the workers' children in the bush. 
rl,hc arr10u1Jt of £30 per aunum \vhich is set 
aside b.v the Government for the education 
of a boy or girl is not sufficient for the child 
of a ,,-orker who cannot afford to pay for the 
bo1rd, and the amount should be increased. 
Children of poor parents in the country who 
P"'' the scholarship examination should have 
the whole cost of their education right 
thrmwh to the University paid by the Go
vcmrr~ent, if they ,show riJcrit. That is the 
principle I advocate. I say that the country 
children should have the same opportumtres 
as city children. 

There is another matter I \vou'd like to 
refer to. If children out IV est at Roma '?r 
in similar places come down to school m 
Driolwne and pass Toowoomba they are only 
allowed a free railway pass to Toowoomba. 
Thcv lnve to pay their fares from Too
\YOOITlba to Brisbane, and, if they arc go1ng 
home again on holidays, they have to pay 
their fares fro1n Brisbane to Toovvoomb:;t, 
from where they get a free pass to then' 
homes. 

C\ :r. FARRELL: Do you say that is wrong 
vYlwn there is a grmnmar school at Too
., c-ornba? 

~Ir. 'UORGA~: I do say it is wrong. 
There are man.v reasons "-hy the people out 
\Y est may not like their children to go to the 
gra1nmar schools at Too' oornba-chmatiG 
reasons perhaps. (Laugh\N.) There are 
n•any {'easons '' hy the parcnt;s of a child 
v ho wins a scholarship shoulci prefer that 
child to be educated in Brisbane. It may 
b,, that they have relatives in Brisbane, ':nd 
the child has the opportumt.v of boardwg 
with them and of going to a secondary school 
as a day scholar, and then, who~1 th•' holi
day,, come, of going hornc ng::IJn. I say 
it is wrong that any child should not g·et 
the same privileges as tho·,e who choo;e to 
go to the Tcowoomba sccoJCdar · :cchools. 
1 am not going to say that the 'Toowoomba 
schools are not as good as the secondary 
schools in Brisbane. I believe, from an 
educa,tional ·point. of vievv, they are, arld 
that the results there mav be (luite as gcocl 
as thev are in Brisbane;· but there ma,v be 
a hunarcd and one rea ons "-h,v the parents 
may prefer the child to take out th: schola:'
ship in Brisbane or Ipswich and. 1£ that 1s 
so. that child should receive a free railway 
pa.ss to and from tho school where thoy 
want it to be e-ducated. h is silly to S>tY 

that to save a few shillings, the porents will 
send a child to Brisbane or Ips"·ich, because 
a few shillings m·en to a po 0 r man would 
•1ot make much difference. \V hen children 
arc getting some privilege for pas-,ing- an 
examination. the same privilege should be 
Fiven to all children, no matter whot school 
thev may elect to attend. I hope the 
Minister will take the matter into con
sideration. because it is an importont matter, 
especially to the poorer classes. It mav not 
be a matter of importance to the wool king 
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or some other rich person, because he does 
not care a rap whether his child gets con
sideration in that direction or not. but it is 
certainly important Lo people who are not 
in a very t!our'"hing financial position. 

Mr. CONROY (Marano'L): I regret to 
note that there has been a reduction in this 
vote. but at the same time, on reading the 
report, I am glad to see the goQd work 
which has been done in regard to the 
scholarships. The system has worked very 
successfully, and I "ould iike to see even 
more children receive a secondary education 
by this means. As hon. members are aware, 
a high schcol has been established at Roma. 
Many children from the country go to that 
school, but it is not a boarding school, and 
those chiJ.dren have to live at boarding-houses 
and hotels in the !own. I am sure that 
pareJJts rea.lise that that is not a good 
system. In a town like Roma somcthi•.g 
should be done to establish a boarding-school 
or hostel in conjunction with the high school. 
\Yhen a child has to go to a boarding-house 
or hotel after school hours there is no 
authority exercised over th~t child. My 
suggestion is that a hostel should be erected 
in conjunction with every high school, more 
espec1ally those in country distrids. (Hear, 
hear!) I think we ha,·e about 5 acres of 
grotmd in connection with the Roma High 
Schcol, and there is plenty of room for the 
erection of a hostel ; but the difficulty is 
that, . rf . a chrld passes the scholarship 
exanunabon at a school 30 miles away, the 
parent says, " If I send my child to Roma, 
I shall have to send him to a boarding-house 
ol' hotel." If we had a hostel, the child 
would be properly cared for. I do not know 
how many high schools there are in Queens
land,. hut _whore there is a high school, 
e.,pecJalJy m countrv districts there cer
tainJv should be a l;ostel. In' some places 
the churches take up the matter of erecting 
ho··tels. I now ask the Minister to "ive 
very .serious consi4eration to the questio~ of 
erectmg. ho3tels m connection with high 
schools m every country district in Queens
land. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): The hon. 
member for Rockhampton raised the question 
?f the pnvllege extended to wealthy families 
m the western country to send heir children 
to the grammar school. As a trustee of the 
Maryborough Grammar School, I have inter
ested myself in this question for some con
sidc'rable time, showing that what is actuating 
the mind of the hon. member for Rockhamp
ton has been agitating the minds of some 
of us who have been fortunate enough to be 
placed m control of the grammar schools in 
our centr·es. I know that what the hon. 
member for Murilla has said is not borne 
out by actual facts. These wealthy wes ern 
people do send their children to the grammar 
schools, and qse the subsidy of this Govern
ment to educat-e their children. 

Mr. LOGAN: They pay taxes. 

Mr. WEIR : They do not pay the taxes. 
\V e show a deficit in running our grammar 
schools, which is partly due to educating 
children of wealthy parents who should be at 
primary schools. It is quite obvious that 
those people are trying to make a kinder
gar en show out of it. Not only do we 
haye the wealthy westerner sending his 
ch1ldren to the school. but in the citv the 
wealthy aristocrat would not deign to" send 
his J ohnny or his Cissie to any school but 
the grammar school, so that they can get 

the hatband, although they may not have 
the intelligence. That is the point. That 
is tradition. In many cases I know they 
have not got the intelligence. They can
not pass the scholarship examinations, but 
they are sent to the grammar school, and 
there display their wealth and lord it over 
the other " kiddies " who are trying to do 
something with their brains. 

At 5.25 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN left the chair, report.ed pro

gress, and asked leave to sit again. 
The resumption of the Commit ee was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m 




