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TUESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, ,)[aree) 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
GRAZING HOMESTEAD AND GRAZING FARM 

SELECTIONS, 1923-24. 
Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Secretary 

for Public Lands-
" 1. How many blocks were selected 

during the year ended 30th June last, 
with their respective areas, under grazing 
homestead and grazing farm· tenure? 

"2. What was the number of appli
cants, re;pectively, for each block?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. l\!lcCormack, Cairns) replied-

" 1. Grazing farms, 104; area, 1,485,274 
acres. Grazing homesteads, 232; area, 
2,946,097 acres. 

"2. The number of applicants for each 
block is shown on the list tabled here
with." 

NUl\lllER OF TEACHERS ON BASIC VVAGE, AND 
Pt:PIL-TEACHERS. 

Mr. WARREN (Jiurrurnba) asked the 
Secretary for Public Instruction-

" 1. vVill he state the number of 
teachers on the basic wage? 

"2. Will he state the number of pupil
teachers admitted into the service during 
the current year," 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. T. Brennan, 'l'oo
'''aomba) replied-

" 1. 971. 
"2. 73." 

SALARY OF MANAGER OF WHEAT POOL. 
Mr. MOORE (A.ubigny) asked the Secre

tary for Agriculture and Stock-
" 1. Is the present manager of the 

Wheat Pool paid a salary for his 
services; if so, what amount per annum? 

"2. What was the salary paid per 
annum to the late manager (Mr. 
Morgan)? 

"3. ·was the late manager a full-time 
or part-time officer? 

" Is the present manager a full- time 
or part-time officer?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
A2'<D STOOK (Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) 
replied-

" 1. The salary of the present chairman 
is £500 per annum. 

" 2 and 3. The salary paid to the late 
0hairman (Mr. Morgan) was £800 per 
annum for the llrst two vears while he 
was full-time officer. For" the third year 
he was a part-time officer, and was paid 
an allowance of £300 per annum. 

"4. There are no conditions us to hours 
\Vorked, but he is expected to give what
ever tin1e is necessary tt) such dutios.'' 

::\u~IBER oF SELECTIONS TAKEN l:P IN BcRNETT 
AND 0ALLIDE AREA. 

Mr. MOORE (.1ubigny) asked the Secre
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. How many farms in the Burnett 
and Calli de area have been opened for 
selection? 

" 2. How many have been taken up? 
" 3. Have any of the selectors aban. 

cloned their holdings; if so, how many?· 
"4. Have any of such holdings been 

reselected ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKD~ 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) replied-

" 1. 1,381 portions. 
"2. 697. 

'· 3. Yes; 102. 
'· 4. Yes; 60." 

DAIRY PRODl:CE STORED IX RmrA STREET CoLD 
S1'0RES IN 1923. 

Mr. MOO RE (A ubigny) asked the SecrG
tary for Railways-

" 1. How many tons of dairy produce 
were stored in the Roma Street Cold 
~tore;; during 1923? 

"2. What was the total amount of 
re\'enue received for same? 

" 3. Taking quantity stored during 
1923, and assuming a similar quantity 
for 1924 and same periods of storage, 
what increase in revenue will be received 
under the lately increased rate of 
storage?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, I1 epJ!el) replied-

" 1. 8,065 tons. 
" 2. £13,032. 
" 3. Approximately £2,804 per annum." 

ATHERTON MAIZE POOL BOARD-AMOUNT 
BORROWED FOR ADVANCES, AND ESTIMATED 
CRoP. 

:VIr. DEACON (Cunningham) asked the 
t-lecret.ary for Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. vYhat amount has been borrowed 
by the Atherton Maize Pool Board for 
the purpose of making advances this 
year? 

"2. Has the money, if any, been 
borrowed from the Treasury? 

" 3. If not from the Treasury, from 
what bank and on what terms of interest? 

"4. \Vhat advance per bushel has the 
Pool Board made to date? 

" 5. What is the estimated total crop 
in the district this year?" 

'l'hn SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AKD STOCK (Hon. \Y. X Gillics, Eacham) 
replied-

" 1 to 5. As a complete answer to thesJ 
1uestions necessitates information being 
occnred from the Pool Board, I have 
wired to the Athcrton :,raize Pool Board 
for the information asked for, and t.his 
will be supplied when received," 
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PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on the 

ta b!e, and ordered to be printed :-
Report and balance-sheet of the Public 

Curator for the year 1923. 
Annual report of the Department of 

Public Lands for the year 1923. 
Report by Government Analyst and Chief 

lnspcctor of Explosiv0s for the year 
ended 30th June, 1924. . 

BOUTH BRISBA:\rE-KYOGLE-GRAFTON 
RAILWAY AGREEMENT BILL. 

'I'HIRD READING. 

'fhe 
{Hon. 
move-

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
J. Larcombe, K eppel): I beg to 

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE-ELEVENTH 

ALLOTTED DAY. 
(Jfr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.) 

DEPARTMENT OF l'UBLJC IKSTRcCTION. 
CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question stated-
" That £25,212 be granted for ' Chief 

Officr.' '' 

Mr. KERR (Enoggem) : Before this vote 
goes through, I would like to ask the Secre
tary for Public Instruction to make a clearer 
statement as to what he intends to do in his 
r.ew role of censor in connection with tho 
State school papers. But. even without the 
hon. gentleman's explanation we have got 
something to go on. In tho first statement 
made by him he said he would exclude from 
the scl:ool papers anything likc'ly to inflame 
the nunds of youths with an ambition for 
wur. His next statement was that he >\'Ould 
rather explain the cauees of war and the 
capitalistic influence> that brought about 
war. 

The SECRETAHY FOR I'CBLTO lNSTROCTION: 
That is part of the same statement. 

Mr. _KERR :. vVe must all recognise that 
there rs an 111ternatwnal movement now 
to end war without; arms or bloodshed. 
Yfhilst !'-e are all deeply interested in that 
!nternabonal movement, we are eJso deeply 
mtercsted 111 the shtements of the Minister 
as to whet_her he intonds to foist his opinion 
on the chrldren of Queensland per mediuon 
of the school papers. Vv c must also examine 
what the Minister has said in regard to the 
policy of the Labour party in that reg.ud. 
I do not think that the Labour party in 
Queenslan:J havo any plank or policy in their 
platf7~rm !n that connect!on, but they have 
111 \ rctona, and the Mmrster, apparently, 
has followed Mr. Lcmmon the Minister for 
Education in that State. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTRTICTION: 
I am not following him. 

Mr. KERR : The Minister for Education 
in Victoria said that it was the policy of the 
Labm;r party that no articles relating to or 
extollmg wars. battles, or h0rocs of nu st 
wars be pri~ted in the State school papers 
m· books. The nearest I can find to ihat in 
the policy of the present Government nf 

[Mr. Kerr. 

Queensland-which is much near•:r homo-is 
a, resolution passed at a conference held last 
year. 'l'he resolution, which was unanimously 
r:assccl by the Labour party at that con
ference, reads-

" Revision of school books ; to cut out 
all militaristic teaching." 

Logically, we have to assume that the 
l.V~inister intends to carry out this policy of 
h1s and of hrs party in regard to Universitie-, 
and private schools. Logical reasoning would 
lead _us to believe that if children are brought 
up 111 Ignorance of war and of faith in 
peace, the world will be a brotherhood of 
peace. Byron's definition of war was-

" The feast of vultures and the waste 
of life." 

While these are happy thuughts, we must 
realise that it is impossible to bring such an 
ideal about. Political parties to-day are 
very rarely made; they more or less happen. 
Se it is with w<tr: it is not made; it just 
h<ippens. War is just as old as human 
nature. If the Minister wishes to bring 
a bout his desires, he will have to act, so far 
as I can see, as a censor of th o Old 
Testament. There would be very little left 
in the Old Testament if the Minister were 
to attempt to carry out his policy and cut 
out every reference to war. He will not only 
need to restrict teaching in the State schools, 
but he will also have to restrict the teaching 
ill the churches in this State if he wishes 
to carry out his ideal. I am not going to 
anticipate what the Minister might say, as 
he has his own explanation to give, and I 
hope he will give it to this House. Mr. 
Lcmmon, Minister for Education in Victoria, 
said he would not interfere with existing 
litcratnre. Perhaps the Minister will say 
he will not follow Mr. Lemmon in that 
regard. Does he i ,uend to interfcm with 
existing histories and text-bo0l<s? The ques
twn of whether we like or dislike w1tr does 
not arise. Very few people have any time 
for war vVe all look forward to time of 
P('aco. Every reasonable man mwd con1e to 
the conclusion that peace is the m<ethod by 
which we must all live. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTR1!CT10N : 
How is that going to be accomplished? 

Mr. KERR: '!'hat is the question-How 
are we going to accomplish it? The hon. 
gentleman has his own way, but his ideal 
can he accomplished by other means. It 
1< not a quc~tion of liking or disliking war. 
This is ,-hat Napoleon, the greatest soldier 
in hi-story, said-

" It is the trade of barbarians, where 
the sole art consists in Lcing stronge~t 
at .a given point." 

vVe 0annot eliminate war from history 
merelv 11ecause we dislike it. There have 
be-en "great earthquakes in Japan in recent 
timE,, but to eliminate the record of them 
from history wi!I not do away with the 
0arthquakes in that countrY. We have had. 
Black Plagues in various ~countries, but to 
climinu te the record of those events from the 
school books, merely because they are not 
nice to read ahout, will not be of any bcn&
ftt. If we eliminate the mention of war 
from history, it will have a tendency to 
falsify hist<Jry. We mi~ht as well propose 
to eliminate religion and other factors \vhi0h 
have helped materially to mould civilisation. 
Religion and war have more or less moulded 
civilisation. What does thG poet Emerson 
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say in regard to the achievements made by 
"\Var-

" .w ~; disorganises, but it is to reor
garnse. 

That is plain. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:<rSTRUCTION : 

Are you advocating war? 

Mr. KERR: I am not advocating war. 
I rn11 oavi1w that it is impo"sible to eliminate 
war from ~ur histDry, otherwise history will 
be fal~ificd, and that it is not in the best 
intcrc.ts of the community. The hon. gcntle
Inan mav re,,::>r to Abrahan1 Lincoln, who 
declared "\var on behalf of the United States 
agaimt the Southern Sta bes. What was the 
re;,ult of that war? I.s it not a fact that the 
slave·- of Americ1 were freed? \Var does 
·ccrt.c ini v dioorgrcnise, but it has a tendency 
to o~ gaLni ,.e. Er1:..erson says again-

" "'othing can bring you peace but 
yourself. I\othing can bring you peace 
but the triumph of principleo." 

Britain is a peace-loving nation; Australia 
is a, peace-loving nation; but there is food 
for thought in what groat men have said. 
Washing·ton said-

" To be prepared for war is ono of 
the mmt effectual means of preserving 
pea1 .:." 

Longfdlmc said-
" \Yar is a terrible trade, but in the 

~ause that is righl<'ous sweet is the smell 
of powder." 

Bacon snd-
., Provider~ eo for "'ar l'S the prev-cntion 

of it.' 1 

D,. Porteus said-
,, \Var its thousands slays. 
I'e"ce its tens of thousands." 

CDlton said-
" \Yar kills men, and men deplore t!lP 

loss, but war al'o crushes bad principles 
and tYrants, and so saves society.'' 

The SECRETARY <'OR Pr:m.rc h:sTRcCTION : 
An: ~ ou advocating \Yar? 

:11!-. KERR: )iothing of the kind. I 
have rc\·cr. advocn.ted war. Peac~ is the 
fain,~t forn1 of .bappincss-pea~c, in tny 
opinion, is the n1asterpioco of rPason. 

TIL :\Iinistcr ha•s qnoted the statement 
of Sir Ian Hamilton in support vf his action, 
w I hk.' the liberty of quoting from the 
diary of Sir Ian Hamilton in reg·ard to the 
·Gallipoli c<Ompaign-

" Only the vastness of the stakes, the 
inteu-itv of the effort made. >tnd the 
gmncl tlr of the sacrifice still stand out 
cleadv ,,-hen we in dreams behold the 
Da rd:inelles." 

This ic th, message which Sir Ian Hamilton 
sent in the middle of the activities on the 
Pcniusula-

,, Well donE', 29th Division and 156th 
R-i;::;cdc. Am watching your splendid 
wnrk with admiration. Stick to it, and 
your names 'vill become fan1ous in your 
homes." 

S<'ntimcnts such as these oam'ot be forgotten 
by anv civilised people. The blessings of 
peac0 ·have been inculcated all throu_gJ: _the 
ages. \Y ar ha." not been confined to Cl nhsed 
peop!Ps. Some of the most ferocious wars 
have been fought between coloured tribes. 
You would take awav from us a, measure of 
national pride and w'Ould rob us of an ideal 

1924-3 R 

and of much that we hold most dear in this 
\\'Oriel. Even the Turk has some cDnHJience 
in this matter. In the Gallipoli campaign 
the Turkish commander issued this order 
regarding the surrender of some trenches-

" I hope that this will not occur aga,in. 
I give notice that, if it does, I shall 
carry out the punishment. I do not 
desire to see a blot made on the courage 
of our men by those who esr ,1pe from the 
trenches to avoid the rifle and machine 
gun fire of the enemy." 

Referring to that order, which fell into his 
hands on the Peninsula, Sir Ian Hamilton, 
who was quoted by the Minister, had this to 
say-

" There is a savage ring about these 
orders, but the} are, I am sure, more 
bracing to the recipients than laments 
and condolences over their IDsses." 

The time has arrived when the issues and 
the facts should be placed before Australia,. 
What are the facts? Just shortly I pro
pose to outline them. Let us lDok at the 
n,-val programme of a coloured nation for 
1924, whose losses through the earthquake 
amounted to 91,500,000 yen, or £9,150,000 
sterling. She e,timates her naval expendi
ture for 1924-25 at £23,800,000-with a special 
amonnt for naval defence of £10,000,000-
and proposes tD build in one year two 
cruisers, fi(teen destroyers, and seventeen 
submarines. \Yherc do we stand? Can we 
hope to succeed in defence by preaching the 
gospel of peace? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Do you think wo should spend £9,000,000 in 
Queensland? 

Mr. KERR: God forbid that we should; 
but Australia should make provision for her 
defence. 

The CHAIRMAN: \\'ill the hon. member 
connect his remarks with the vote? 

:11r. KERR: I am coming to the vote. So 
long as the Minister insists ou the teachings 
,,·hich he has propounded in the school books, 
so long will it be difficult to maintain our 
white Australia. That policy would not he 
worth a Ino1nent's consideration in the face 
of such odds. So long as it is proposed to 
Pliminatc from the school bo<Jks all tua,ch
ings of war history. so long ,,-ill it bo 
difficult to protect this great country of ours. 
I hope the Minister will keep on explaining 
for the next generation the causes of war 
and the capitalistic influences which bring 
it ab-out. Capitalistic influences! Rather 
does he prefer-

" Demagogues \Yho prE::Lch peace, com
bined with unrelenting class war. They 
have no use for the lives of great apostles 
of freedom"-

Mcn who have taken the most prominent 
part, not in disorganising r>ocicty~ but in 
organising society after disorganisation. 
Som·e of the 1nost advanced lcgic-lation has 
been the result of disorganisation at Dno 
~tage. 

The Minister has attempted to infer that-
" People of the British Empire who 

suffered through the war ,.rould have 
been saved had the British Cabinet 
decided not to ~nter thE-) \Yar." 

The SECRE'I'A'"lY FOR PUBLIC I:<:STRDCTIO::-i: 
Enter what war? 

Mr. KERR: That is his inference-it is 
surely there. Let us look back to the time 

Mr. Kerr.l 
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when the Briti&h Cabinet decid·ed to enter 
the Great \Yar and try to imagine what 
would have happened if they had decided 
otherwise. It was a war with tyrants. \Vas 
it not nece'·'ary to put the tyrants down? 
Had thor-o been no capitalistic system, 
nobody can say what wouid have happened 
in a war bebvcen a tyrant nation and our 
o\vn nation. 

The SECRETAHY FOR 1' UBLIC IXSTRCCTION : 
Gerrnany's ideal of world conquest \Yas the 
C'ause of th~ \var 

Mr. KERR: Other nations entertain the 
idea of the conquest of Amtralia, and we 
should edurat~ our nationhood to defend 
ourselves. During the war Amtralia fought 
shoulder to shoulder with the mother countrv, 
with right on our side, for the maintenance 
and upholding of justice. According to the 
poets that I have qu-oted, we fought to 
defend hig·h pri1:ciplcs which have to be 
maintained in every civilised English-speak
ing couiJtry to-dny. Tyrants arc only hold 
in check by defensive means. vVc know that 
men in every walk of life in all English
speaking communities haYe taken part in 
war. They n1ust haYe had sotne good 
reason to prompt them in uch .a matter. 
It has hccn frC<]Ucntly strttcd that many 
tnen entered on \Var as a pure ach·en
huo, but there must hove been some other 
rC\uson that er.ab!N! them to carrv on so 
well after the spirit of adventure hacd cooled 
down. The children of Queensland should 
be taught those thing., more in line with 
the aims and objects of those men who 
banded togrthcr after the war. I will not 
read all their aims <tnd objc t·, but one 
states-

" To l"rc-;erYC tho n1cn1ory and records 
of those >vho suffered and died for the 
nation." 

It is aldolutdv csscntirrl that we 
sPnti 1ller::t 111 ~ .:-\u~tralia. They 
vided·- c 

teach such 
also pro-

"To inculcate loya.lty to Australia and 
tho Empire nncl secure patriotic services 
in the history of both."-

Ru('h e,entinHJnts ·will not lead to war. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIO INSTHUCTTON : 
'J.'hey should look after the returned soldiers. 

Mr. Mu WELL: They are looking after the 
returned soldiers better than the hon. gentle
mull has done. He never did look after 
them. 

Mr. KERR: If we inculcate the senti
ments that I have quoted, they will lead, 
not to v ar, but will have a tendency to 
Tlromote peace. ='Jo one advocates war to~ 
day, but you cnnnot deal with an enemy by 
t.urnin!l' your back on him and walking 
a.wa.y. If he is a tyrant he will follow you. 
If wo arc p-oing to follow the ideah of Mr. 
Le1nmon, tl .~ ~1inister for Education in 
Victoria, and the ideal, of the Secretary for 
J'u blic Instruction in Queensland, then there 
is going to be a bad outlook for Au~tralia. 
'rhe sontin,ents are entirely wr-ong. ·war is 
an internationnl rrwvemcnt, and is not going 
to ·be prev011ted tncrcly by certain article-s in 
scho-ol books. ~\ustralia entered tho Great 
\Var, and the Australians became perhaps 
the brotVf · t men in the world at the time. 
There 1\'flS some fear that at Gallipoli they 
might not withstand shell fire, but they 
subsequently l·lf' "a mo the leading storm 
troops of the world on the side of the Allies. 
Those who returned glory in the brave deeds 

[Mr. Eerr. 

of their comrades, and it is absolutely wrong 
to prevent those glorious deeds being passed 
down to the children of Australia and 
Quc>en.Jand. Qn0cnsland alone sent nearly 
50,000 mt'n to the front, and the story of their· 
ln·aye deeds should not be allowed to be 
forgottPn in this State. The :\'!inister pro
po~~'s to iurulcute .such seniim:;nts as "\Vill 
cause those deeds to die in the minds of 
futuro goner a tions, and he should be abso
lutely ashamed of himself for e\·en con
sidcl~ing sueh a question. 

:\Ir. COLLINS: (Bowen): I have no com
plaint's to n1ake on this YOt8 respecting n1y 
<nvn electorate, as everything is fairly satis
faf·tory. Schools are being built, and the 
children are being taught. 1 am very pleased 
at the attitude taken up by the Minister 
in connc~ctiou 'vitn the teaching of the chil
dren of Qucen,;land. 

Goi'ERNoiEXT :\1E}rBERS: Hear, hear! 

l\Ir. COLLIKS: It is all very well to say 
that Queensland has only a small population 
of 800,000 people and that that is only a 
drop m the ocean. The hon. member for 
EnDggera rr1ade so1nc remarks in connection 
1nth history, awl I want to tell the hon. 
gentleman that tbcre has never been a true 
history oi the world yet written. It remains 
to be written. It i, true that Osborne \Yard, 
in hjs 'York, "rtho Ancient Lowly," has 
attempted to write-I would not say has 
writ<" ·1-a historv in connection with the 
struggles and tr{'als of the working popu
lation of the various countries of tho world, 
and there is no more paiLful reading· than 
those two volume'. \Vo all know that war 

bas alwaso been engineered by a 
[10.30 ,1.rn.] few persons \Yho at different 

periods of history have controlled 
the destinies of the nations of the world. 
It has never been the g-reat mass of people 
who !Jayc favoured '' ar. They have always 
b0cn 1J1erely pawns in the garrH~. It is to 
prevcm them being the pawns in the game 
in the future that, I take it, the Minister
and all honour to him-is endcavouriug to 
replace in our school papers and books the 
present war lessons IYith the statement that 
W<) have outlived war. At the present 
moment in Europe, according to 1'Ir. E. D. 
lYiorcl, more men are under arms to-day 
than there were in 1914. Already the 
great capitalistic Goyernment-; are prepar
ing for another great war. \Ve were told 
during the last war that it was "a \Var to 
end war." That is what wo wnnt to teach 
our children. \Vhy then all tbis hypocrisy 
and cant? The loading Liberals and Tories 
in diffcr.ent parts of the world said a!!ain 
a~ d again that it Wf!S "a war to end \var." 
Of course, that was only a pious sentiment 
so far as thcv were concerned. It was a 
popular phrase to use at the time. In my 
opinion, the onlv wav to end war is to t'·acb 
the children of the different nations to abhor 
wnr. Son1c nation has. to ~t8rt out in an 
effort to bring <hat about. We. as a small 
Si.ate. backed up. I a.m pleased to say, by 
one of the largest States in the Common
wealth, namely, Vif'toria, hav0 start'"'d out. 
I was surprised at a man like the hon. 
m·•mlwr for Erio<rgera-who ha' boon through 
the war. and who has seen what war really 
is-stonding up in th's Chamber practically 
defending" \'; ar and cl~iming jt \\as nece~sary 
in the intPrests of ciyiliRed soci,ctv. How 
can men ea 11 themselvPs civilised when thev 
f!O on to the battlefield to kill each other.? 
They have not learned the rudiments .of 
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civili,;ation. \Ve are out to teach our chil
dren what civilisation really is, and that is 
to carry Dut the commandment, " Thou shalt 
not kill." Why the hypocri~y of it all'? 
Why should \\ e send our children to our 
schools, teaching them the commandment, 
"Thou shalt not kill," and then in the same 
breath tell them they are justified in killing 
on a wholesale scale? I am not one of 
those who arc going tD be carried away b:.· 
the League of Nations. It may he all vmy 
well in its way, but, in my opinion, the only 
wa:r to etop war is by the masses of the 
people taking the matter in hand themselves. 
B 0• the masses of people I mean the working 
classes in the various eau tries. I believe in 
the words of Count Tolstoy, that war will 
cease when the workers refqse to fight. \Ve 
all know that the commercial crowd, or the 
people who control the destinies of the earth, 
will not go on the battlefields to do the 
fi1hting, but so lDng as they can get the 
,,,orking classc;, to becmne pawns in tho 
game, wars \vin p:o on. I have in mv hand 
a beautiful puhlic.ation, entitled " The Heal
ing of Nations," by Edward Carpenter, in 
the course of which he says-

" One cannot but realise that the 
fighting men in all these nations are the 
pa,Yns and counter!:; of a game which is 
bc·ing played for the benefit-or supposed 
benefit-{)£ certain dasses; that public 
opinion is a huge millstream which has 
to he engineered; that the Press is a 
cha'lnel for its direction, and money the 
secret power which commands the 
situation. 

"The fact is sad, but it must be faced. 
And the facing of it leads inevitably to 
the question, ' How, then, can healing 
ever come? ' If (it will be said) the 
origin of wars is in the dis0ascd con
dit'on of the nations, what prospect is 
1 hero of their ever ceasing? And· ono 
secs at once that the prospect is not 
immediate. 0 ,e sees at once that Peace 
Societies and 1\'cbel Priz< s and Hague 
Tribunals and reforms of the Diplomatic 
Scrviw' and democratic control of 
Foreign Secretaries. and Quaker and 
Tolotoyan preachments-though all these 
thin~·s may be good in th~ir way-will 
never brinv us swiftly to the realisation 
of peace. The roots of the Tree of Life 
lie de0per." 

The writer goes on to point out that the 
hope is arrongst the masses of the people. 
I have a lrnd\ pointed out that Mr. E. D. 
:\Tore] ind'catcs that all Europe is practi
cally an arme_l camp at the present time, 
looking fonn rd to another war. \V c all 
know hat the pr·ceent British Labour 
Government have endeavoured to effect a 
tr.eaty with Russia. and that they arc being 
oppnsed hn the Liberal and Torv sections 
in Gecat Britain, possibly with a view later 
on to attacking- Russia. I shall quote 
another cxtrac from this bcok-

" At thi" juncture, then, all over 
Europe, when the classes are failing us 
:a11d bv thrir 11r.d,..rhand n1achinations 
co11tiJ~na1Iv cn1bn"~iling one nation v.·ith 
another. it is above all neressarv that 
1he ma~s-proplos sl1ou~d moYo and insist 
unon the represcntntion of their great 
un;!Rry orod communal l'fe and interests. 
It is ri"h time that they should open 
their evce and eee w'th clear vision what 
is p-oirog- on over their hea£h, and more 
than high time that they should refuse 

to take part in the quarrels of those who· 
{professionally) live upon their labour. 
It i' indeed astonishing that the awaken
ing has been so long in coming; but 
surely it cannot be greatly delayed now. 
Underneath all the ambi-ion' of certain 
individuals and groups; u:1derneath all 
the greed and chicanery of others; 
underneath the widespread ignorance, 
mother of prejudice, which sunders folk 
of different race m· colour-deep down 
the human heart beats practically the 
c.amc in all lands,, drawing us littlE> 
mortals together." 

"Dra\ving us little mortals together"
that i,•, drawing the masses of the people in 
all lands together. That is the only way, 
so far as I can see, and l am pleased to think 
that we aro going to ~tart out in that direc
tion hero in Queensland. \Vhen this votE> 
w;·s under discussion last year I had th& 
pleasure of quoting several authorities 
against war. I quoted Edward Carpenter. 
,and Sir Philip Gihbc's "Realities of War." 
\Ve all know that there have been some 
splendid \vritors againb: war in the different 
periods of the wDrld's history. vVe have a. 
valuable work in the >hape of the novel, 
"The Shadow of the Sword." by Robert 
Buchanan, a S'cotsman-ono of the greatest 
novels against war that was ever writt.on, 
There aro 1nan:v others, such as " Tho Con~ 
scrip• " and "Tolstoi's Scvastapol," which 
I could quote, dealing with the subject of 
war. and pointing out its evil effects. I just 
want to sound a note of warning in regard 
to the fact of Europe being practically an 
armed camp. Carpenter sa: s-

" Or again. the millions and millions 
of Great and Little Russian peasants. 
Big-framed. big-hearted, pa' ient, 
friendly, with a great natural gift for 
association and co-operation, peac.efully 
minded and profoundly religious; yet 
superstitious and capable of rising at 
anv moment en macse to the call of the 
great crusade or ' holy war' ; it mrght 
seem that they hold all \V os tern Eurcpe 
in the hollow of their hands. Indeed. 
they constitute not only a hope and 
prDmise of deliverance to our modern 
world, but aho a considerable danger. 
All depends on hew wo dispose ourselves 
towards them. Should the nations of 
\Vostern Europe rome their hatred bv 
chicanery and mean treatment, the re"ult 
might he fatal. If their flo:Jd once began 
to move, no battle arrav of armaments 
would be of anv use-anv more than a 
revolver against. a rising 'tide~the flood 
would flow round and over us. But if, 
on the other hand. we could reallv 
roach the heart of this great people, if 
we could treat them really generously 
and with u•:dorstnnding, we should 
create a response there. and a recogni
tion, which would rcmDve all risk to 
oursc]yes. and possibly help to free 
Russia from the g-reat burden of po]iti· 
ea] servitude and ignorance which has 
so long oppr.esscd her pc'lsantry." 

I am very plc.,scd with those sentiments, 
bc~ome there ];,,,, as it were. the cure with 
"·hich we mny <kal fairly and squarel.v wlih 
the pconle. and, if we do, it "·i!l he one 
f"l'f'A.t step t.o\varrls doiP;.:- a\Yf!Y ·with \Var. 

The'1 We' have men lik.e 'Wait Whitman 
clPi'l)ing with th0 civil 1vnr in th0 lTniterl 
States. ,Jmt think of it! Hundreds of 
thousands of lives had to be ;,acrific,:d to 

Mr. Collins.] 
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bring about the emancipation of the negro
to do away with slavery! Think, t<,o, of all 
the sacrifices that were mad.; long before the 
Civil \Var by men who set out in son1e cat1es 
single-handed, like Lloyd Garrison _with hi.> 
little printing press in Boston, standmg alone 
against the millions in the United States of 
America. Later he was ba,:,ked up by so::ne 
of the intellectual forces of that country who 
realised that slavery was wrong. But, not
withstanchng all the agitation that took 
place, it required the sacrifice of hundreds 

.of thousands of human lives to bring about 
the emancipation of the n<'gro. Teach that 
lesson in our school books by all means. 
Let the children be taup;hi to lntCc ·gar. 
Let them be taught to underetand what is 
upright and true. Let thPm h•' tJught the 
be~t that i8 in our literature in connection 
·with thE' condemnation of war. Let them 
be taught all th8se things. Lot tlF·rn LG 
tauvht that, vvhi1e the •_maucitJat.i'J'l o~ the 
negro was brought about by education on the 
one hand and the sarrifice of hutndn life 
on the other. we still have to bring about 
the emancipation of man from himself, or, 
l.n other \Yords, the en1o.ncipatio·1 of rnan 
from man. That can onlv be accomplished 
by commencing in oue schOols. It n1ay take 
a lon.r tinw. But when ono roads the his
tory ;f thP past, when one rca.h tlw ctor:;· 
-<Jf 'th-J fight that took place in -diffccent 
nations for constitutional rights-for the 
right to gm·ern thomseh·es by const.itutio·wl 
n1eans-,vhen one realises the long struggles 
-of the past. there is no need to be dis
_heartened at all. 

I want to cor;gratulato the Secretary for 
l'ublic Instruction, the GoYernmcnt, the 
1Jarty in genera1, and the Labour llh_lYOWPnt 

in general, upon having the courage to 
attack one of thP curses of mankind and to 
make one step for.ward to do away with that 
horrible state of affair• that we recently sr•w 
in Europe, when 7,000,000 of the ~-outh of 
Euro\Je were sacrificed-for what? Lci hon. 
mcmbers oppo·•·itt• answer that question! 
For what? To bring a bout the regeneration 
·of the human race? If that wer0 so~just 
the .sanw a« the sacrific" on the battle fwlds 
of America-it may havo been ju·-tified. 
But, if it is not going to bring about the 
regenerution of the human race-if it is only 
going to bring about war upo.n war-~h<'n 
what was the use of that srrcnfiec? What 
was the u"' of the sacrifice of the fkwer of 
Europe? The hon. mernber for Enoggera 
quot0rl Napolcnn. It would have hoen the 
b0"t thing for Europe had Kapolcon DCYer 
lived. Napoleon de·,troyed the yonth of 
Franee, and no one to-rla-'· can tell what 
France woul-d have been if sho had ;,een 
able to build un from the vouth of Franco 
instead of havi~g had to build up frDm the 
clecre;oit. the old, and the unfit. If wars 
should continue we shall p;o on destroy
inn- ivili-ation and we shall have thf' 
hi~torians of the future 'vriting of 
tho clecav of modern civilisation. I 
ha\'e no time for men liko Napoleon-no 
tinH~ for 1nen who are a lwavs anxious to 
dP\drov the vouth of a nation.~ 'Too manv of 
·our v~uths 'in Australia were destroyed in 
the Great \Var. A young countrv like ours 
sacrificed 50,000 of the brightest of our youth 
in the Euronean war. \Ve could not afl\~rd 
it. If, bv )~utting the ks.oons in the school 
papBrs whid1 he propo""'• the l\Iinister can 
belp to do away with what we know as w"r· 
be will have allComplished a great deal, and 

[Mr. Collins. 

his name will go down in history as that of 
a man who has had the courage to attack 
one of the diseases that exists amongst 
mankind. 

1\fr. CORSER (lJurnctt): The hon. mem
ber for Enoggera has contrib~1ted eome very_ 
,,visc remarks, and 've ovvo n1m a debt of 
gratit-ude for expressing himself in tho wao: 
he did. I must object to the msmuatwn of 
the hon. member for Bowen that the hon. 
member for Enoggera by his rem~rks sup
ported w>tr. He did not. He pomted out 
thee necessity of defenc('. and that prepara
tion for war was more likely to prevent war 
than the sentiments expressed by the hon. 
member for Bowen-that we should leave 
ourselves open for attack, and that that was 
the best way to prevent the other fellow 
from coming along. If that is the ~ase, ho:w 
is it that the hon. member's fnends m Russra 
believe in the conscription of the whole of 
their man power, not only to ddend them
selves against outsidus, but to defend them
selves against their foes within? The _hon. 
member for Bm' en looks at the Opposrtron 
\vith " scowl, as though they were responsible 
for the European war. He has lectured us 
foe· some twenty minutes because he blame; 
us for the war that took place on the other 
side. If we are blamable for such a thing. 
how is it that his great leader, Mr. Andrew 
Fisher, said that Australia would find her 
last man and the last shilling to defend 
Australia and the Empire against the attack 
that was being made at that time? \Vo 
believe that thme who fell for that cause fell 
in fighting an attack against democracy. \Ve 
believe that they fought for a noble cause. 
\V c are not going to listen to an attack on 
those who lost their lives and gave the best 
that was in them, and an attack against 
those hon1es which gave a sacrifiu~ \vhich can 
never be repaid to them. \V c c tnnot allow 
it to be said to-dav that the people who wont 
to the \Var did solnething against humanity, 
whE>n we know that they took np the resp~m
sibilitv for us who are h0re to-day enJoymg 
the peace which is made possible by the 
sacrifices that they made. 

\Ye know. too. that their own leader, the 
late l\Ir. Ryan, 's.aid " One rec;,uit to-day is 
worth two recrurh to-morrow. There we 
hrrd Labour's own leader at that time urginp; 
young men to go away, and telling them that 
one man in tlve ranks to-day was worth two 
men to-morrow. \Vhv does the hon. member 
for Bo\vcn scowl at ;1s ns if ~vve 1:ro rospon
.-ible for something which was imposed on us 
by the cnemic' of Christianity? 

The CHAIRM:A~ : Order ! 

Mr. CORSER : Why does the hon. mombee 
,,av that an hon. member who addresses 
hi~1self to this deba.te is advocatinp; war, 
when he is adYocating the principle that he 
is ont to curtail war and make it impossible 
for a foreign foe to attack us? The hon. 
member for Bowen says that we should not 
kno·w anything of \Var and the use of means 
of destrnf'tion of mankind. \Vho was rc,pon
sible for our citizen force being organised 
and trained in Australia but the Labour 
party? 

OPPOSITION l\ID!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

J'dr. CORSER: The Labour party intro
ducerl our dcfcmcc scheme. The verv scheme 
we aro to-day ,,-orking under throughout the 
Commonwealth of Australia found its birth 
in the Labour movement. 'l'he Labour party 
arP responsible for the military ~rainir.g 
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"hich is going on. The big men i_n the 
Labour movement, who saw the necessity for 
it and who started it, are responsible, and 
they showed their wi,;dom in that rcgar~l. 
Yet an individual member of that part.v m 
this Chamber gets up-and the Secretary 
for Public Instruction \vill probably do the 
"'me-and saYs that we should exclude from 
the minds of the children that which has 
hen placed there by capitrtlists in capitalistic· 
countric,. \V c all know that those who w1sh 
for peace mo>t are those ~.:ho are prepared to 
·""Y that wo should be in a position to defend 
oursdves against a foe. 

It is all right for us to teach the children 
about the horrors of war; but is that the 
teaching which will fit us for a struggle 
with the hord"' of Asia, if it should occur? 
Are we in any way defending ourselves 
agaimt the Japanese, the Chi nu-e. or any
ono else by laying ourselves open to attack? 
Are we preparing ourselves for the hordes 
in R,nssia who may some day con1e along 
und ... ,. a Soviet Administration in an endea
vour to conquer the world? Are we to pave 
the way for such a ea tastrophe by laying 
down our arms as an example ~o them? 
That is th0 inference that must be drawn 
from the hon. l!entleman's remarks; but no 
sentiment has been expressed by supporters 
of men on this side or by hon. members here 
along the lines suggested b:v hon. members 
opposite. It is not fair to try to place the 
blame for the Great EuropC'an war on the 
individuals who occupy the Opposition 
benches at the present time. 

The hon. member for Bowen also stated
if I heard him correctlv-that more men are 
und0r arms in Europe to-day than there were 
in 1914. 

Mr. CoLLINS : That is so. 
Mr. CORSER: Yet hon. members opposite 

have claimed that Europe to-day is practi
ca.llv democratic and is in the hands of the 
workers. It is contenrled that the great 
power of the Czar and the Kaiser and many 
of the autocra!R of the past is gone. 

ThP CHA TRMAN: Order ! \V ill the hon. 
member endeovour to get somewhere near 
the vote? 

Mr. CORSER: I am trying to localise the 
question. I am dealing wio h the criticism 
of the hon. member for Bowen. He claims 
that we should educate our future people of 
Queemland as to the necessity of not going 
to wer. tearhing them about the horrors of 
war anrl instructing them in ·he idea that it 
will not be necessarv at anv time to defend 
our ::hares. provicl~d we 1ncu1cate in our 
childrrn a f,on·or of war. It seems curious 
that thc whole of the debate on this vote 
should be absorbed bv such a discussion. but, 
of course, I.Ye 1nu<::t b1amc ihC' Mini~h:r in 
charg-e of the department for the trouble he 
has caus;:,.d in so mi~reprf's-enting tho cas.e, 
becauee we know that the nPcos~itv for the 
deff'PCe of one's country aJCd an appreciotion 
of the gren t sner;ficcs of those who hnve 
gonP are a lwa\R gT0at thing~ tO tf'arh the 
children. '\Yr· all shoulrl rcalie,~ that it is 
essential to ld them know that tho peace 
and freNlom which we hope will be theirs 
have bP<'n won bv the sacriflres of otlwrs. 
There is never anv harm in tPlling- them that. 

To g-et more clo,cly to the vote itself. I 
want to sav that the Department. of Public 
Instrnrtion' is hamper0d by the fad thflt it 
does rot control the funds appropriated hv 
Parliament to carry out its schemes. If 

some expenditure on a school is approved of 
by the Department of Pqblic Instruction, that 
department is depend·ent on another depart
ment for the expenditure of that money. I 
reallv do not believe the Department of 
Public Instruction will come into its own 
until it has the management of the spending 
of the funds \Yhich it requires for the build
ing and the reconstruction and improvement 
of- schools. Hon. members will realise that 
justice cannot be done to this ·department 
until i1 is placed in that position, and I 
hone that the Minister will take upon him
self the duty of determining that he will 
oxen isc in his department complete control 
over the expenditure of the money granted'· 
to him. and spend it in such a way and at 
snch a timP as he and his officers think be<,t, 
instead of allowing the business to b& 
managed by an outside department. 

I want to pay a tribute to the permanent 
heads of the department. The heads of the 
various branrhes arc responsible in no sn1aU 
degree for the high estoom in which the
de;~la rtment is held 'hv membPrs on both sides 
of this Chamber. While saying that, I want 
also to add that unfortunately we do find 
vf'ry ]ari(c buildings being constructed in the, 
1r~tropolitnn nr('~l \Yhilc son1e of our country 
distri<'ts are being starved in that respect. 
:.lo less than nine schoole have been applied 
for to date for the Upper Burnett and Cal
iide Valley district, to provide educational 
facilities fol' thD children of the new settlers 
>Yho are setiling thel'e. Up to the prosont it 
hos nGt been 11o~.ible to secure those bmld
ing.~, possibly bcrauso tho n1oney is not 
hnnolprj or controlled bv the Department 
of Pd1lic Instruction. but: i.o controlled from 
out"·ide. I sincerelv urge that everything· 
possible should b"" done to provide edu
c ;tional fftcilitic"' for those children at the
cnrlirst opportunity. Roc0ntl:v I had the
honour of !;Oing through m,v electorate with 
t},,, lutP Secretarv for Public Instruction, 
and I n·grct.ted t~ sec that manv promisP'·' 
thnt he c had made in conne~tion with 
improvements, etc., had not been fulfill<•d, 
and the improvements that he saw were' 
pccessary lnvc not yet. been attended to. 
The late Secretary for Public Instruction did' 
not make those r1romises wildly, and 1 ltnpe 
thnt pJ'()vision will be n1ado for .cdn,-.tti,Jnal 
£;1 ri1 itit\~ to relieve thP OV(~·crov., diHg- of 
sehools thnt the late Minister witnessc·rl for 
himself. There is an increase of £5 for tl.o 
heed of one of the sub-departments. I do 
l"ot know what is the reason for such a. 
sn1n J1 incrcnse. 

The SeCRETARY FOR PuBLIC I~sTRtiCTIO~ · 
\Yhom is that for? 

Mr. COR2ER: For the buik]iJOi>; and sires 
ckrk. That se0ms to be a very small' 
inf'rcase in salary. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrnLrc IKSTRT:CTIOJ( : 
I !wliryo the position requires to be IE

cla··-ified. 
JVI,.. CORSER: It is to be hoped inat the· 

Mini,ter will re-classify the now pmition. 
The SECRETARY FOR PI-nLrc I~STRT:CTION : 

That is a maitc1· for the Public Service Com
mi· oioner. I will recommend that. 

:VIr. CORSEH: 1 am g-lad to hear the 
Minister makB that rem:uk. Hon. lllPlflbns 
arc a con,iderable worrv to all branch •s of 
this d0partrnent. and wO naturally want hP 
fE·el thnt no injuP.tire is heir.~;-~ rlono to <t 

man by way of salary. If he is fuily paid, 

111r. Corser.] 
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then we do not mind getting at hino rropcrlv. 
I hope the Minister will consider the que'
tion of rcnoYatillg and enlarg·ing the yarious 
H:hools in my eledorat<e, and the question 
-of providin§, aclditional schools in the Upp-er 
Bumctt district so that the children in that 
fln:a can be edncated. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Wm·1·rgo): The report of 
the Dcuartment of Public InsiTuction shows 
hvo items spcciall:· demonstrative of the 
Government's dc·:.irr--; to extQnd educational 
facilities -to those far-off parts of Queens
land which are not immediately open to 
•,choo:s in the ordinary way. 'l'he itinerant 
teachct~, nurnbering fourteen, travelled 
63.376 miles and ,-isitcd 1,737 children during 
1923. Pnfmtur:wtc•ly, o•.·,ing to the small 
an•ount ayailahle, the result hos l1een that in 
Jnany ense·, the itinerant srhoohnastcr has 
been ab1o t0 n1ake only two visit~ a year, or 
two visih~ in fiftee11 months to the t·anlO set 
of children. That has to a largo extent been 
replaced by the department's scheme for 
conosponclcncc tuition. The general posi
tion as to that is that 1,035 children are 
being taught by correspondenre by nineteen 
teachers. This is a matter that might well 
be extended, anrl it can only be extended 
by discovering those children in the frrr
off places in Qnr ens! and who a re not only 
out of the reach of schools hut out of the 
reach of the itinerant teachers. 
[11 a.m.] 

Generally the whole scheme of education 
1·cquires altering· or modifying, because \Ve 
arc s· ill subjected in education to the con
ventional lies of our grandfathers. It is 
-.ea~y to recognise in all com1nunities in 
. which there is a conspiracy to keep the truth 
Dut of history that nec<"-sarily hypocrisy 
will be carried in o the education in the 
schools. It is quite easy to see that the fear 
or fancy of the potentate of the time has 
m~de the historian gc'nerally a hypocrite and 
a liar. It wonld be almost too much to ask 
for the true storv of anv time in the lVIiddlo 
Ages. Ke historian of the time dare tell the 
truth of Henr•· VIII., of his being a sadistic 
murderer, when he had a choppin!l'-block to 
ans·• er any criticism le;-ellecl at him. That 
habit of hypocri'Y has extcnderl to our own 
times, and we even find in tho tirrH~ of a 
great poet like Tenny<on, when it was not 
neces,ary for a mim to be in fear of his life, 
bnt whPn it was ncccs'ary for a man who 
wished to bP the Poet Laureate to watch his 
steps, that Tennyson told comfortable lies to 
the people who had the job in th,,ir gift. 
His works are starred with the shocking lie 
that Queen Victoria was pre-eminent in gr:cf 
bee a use her husband harl rliecl, when. as an 
actual bet. she did rot lose her •neal ticket 
\Vhen she lost her hnshand. Right. through
out history, and extending into our school 
books, hon. members will find lie on lie, 
based on the alle!l'od glori<'S of war. I am 
not a man who believes !hat war Pr the 
11ecessity fOr \'nn~ will bn vviped out bv a 
stroke of the pen. but I am thoroughlv 
satisned that war will depart from thi·, eut~ 
becnnse of two rr·asons-flrstlv. because dP'lih 
will becom0 so abcolutcly certain that it will 
take every chance of csca ping ont of ·war; 
and secondlv. that the general masses of th-, 
working people of th<' countries who in the 
past have formerl " cannon fodder" will 
refuse to be made " cannon fodder " any 
]anger. 

GoVERNoiEXT MEMBERS : Hear. hear! 

[J1r. Corser. 

Mr. BEDFORD: That time may be a long 
wav off. The old superstitions have been 
tat~ght for the last thousand years .. It _wo~.1ld 
be a bad thing if the happv Civthsatwn 
gro,ving in Australia. was suddenly . \;'I ,red 
out bv a more warhk.e and lees ctvrhsed 
force. • For the time being we must regard 
\Yar as cYer being a possibility, but in teach
ing the history of war to tlw ~hildren in the 
schools we should avoid teachmg them that 
all nations who fought Britain were 
scoundrels. while Britain r,•mained the pure 
mnino. W c should teach them that th·" Boer 
vYar was ono of the worst acts of spoliatwn 
of a little nation bv a big nation on record. 
vVe should t0cch them that Brita.in forced 
war on China in order to force on that 
countryithe opium trade of British growers in 
India. \'\T e should teach them that. m overy 
'" ar British bishops asked th' Almighty to 
protect t.he pious English with machine guns 
against the unrighteous heathen who were 
a.rrm cl with clubs. The effect of these 
lie' hrrs permeated life to such an extent thqt 
,-g will not tell our children the truth. \Ve 
leave to the Bible the job of giving children 
false ideas of life; glorifving the mea'l Jacob, 
the adulterous. murderous David, tho 
panderous Abraham. vYe will not tell the 
tr·~e storv of Esther and Ahasuerus, nor teach 
the salidnt biological fact of '8x in decencv 
and order. Instead, it is taught nastily by 
the Bible, \Yith the incest of Lot and the 
rape of Tamar. Instead of telling them 
d'stirctlv and honestlv the facts of life, we 
&till h: pocritically lead the'll to believe until 
the age of puberty that they wer~ brought 
into this world bv the doctor and the stork. 
The whole s·;stem of educntion is rotten and 
\vrong. Forv instance, in one Ro:Tal Reader, 
out of 115 item~ no k, s than twenty-five 
\vcrc in glorification of ""·nr. Not aTJ~,- war 
hns produced any great pic·co of literature; 
for, strangelv enongh. ju't as it is destructiYe 
of man so it is destructive of thought. If 
vou ta !ked the truth of war children would 
be told that the poem. "The Tlatt1P of 
Hohenlinden," was all piffie. and that when 
old Kaspar said of the Bottle of Blenhoim, 
"But 't ''8S a famous viciory.'' it \Vas mPant 
as gedle satire. The Commonwealth 
censors. bv the \YitV. during the war censored 
th,,t out of publication. jnst as they censored 
tlw Sermon on the Mount. 

Everv hon. member must know that people 
a re en·~· ag-ed for d least 10 vears of their 
!ins after leaving- school in imlearnin?" the 
lies !hat were put into them there. It is 
potent that the pass;on for acerlemic studv 
closes the mind to every new truth. We still 
trach children th"t twelve pence make oTJe 
sh~ll·;ng. i '.YPTJty f3hil1ings one pound. and 
three bule·/corns make one inch. The 
teaching of the metric system in the schools 
\vould l•"··'en the learnin"f of the children by 
one half, and it would, considerably reduce 
!he laboLlrs of accountancy and commerce. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The pre,ent system trebles 
the cost to' the manufacturer. 

Mr. BEDFORD: The teaching of that 
rubbish to the children is merely a tribute 
to the f.act that it was the sy·otcm taught of 
old, and ther.efore it must continue to be 
taught. 

Mr. KELSO: You would like the children 
to be taught how to make sliding panels. 
(Laughter.) 
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Mr. BEDFORD: No, not unless it would 
make a sliding panel to cover the hon. 
member for 20J years. (Laughter.) Educa
tion has to be looked on with a new eye in 
<:'onsequeJ:ce of the mi~educativeness of the 
newspapers. The "Daily Mail" only dis
;:;ovorod Boorooloola the other day, although 
it had been in existence for forty-five years. 
The "Courier" apparently only knew of 
the existence of Alice Springs, al• hough it 
was in existence fifty years ago, after 
Steffansen, Arctic explorer and polar bear 
fancier, visited there recently. 

1\h. KELSO: Some of your article; m the 
" Bulletin " are practically tripe. 

Mr. BEDFOHD: The intelligence of the 
hon member would naturally make the 
"Blundah" from Nundah say that. This 
is the kind of stuff that these tremendously 
idelligcnt ImperirJists wish to keep going 
in Australian school books-

" The north wind cloth blow, 
And we shall have snow." 

(Laughter.) That is not true. " The north 
'.:ind doth blow; and we shall have the best 
wool in the world." Again-

" The rabbit is a pretty animal with 
long, soft ears "--

like the hon. members of the 0Dposition. Or, 
again- -

" \Ye lovo to watch them in the clover, 
but crud men kill them with a gun." 

Again-
" Cornp out, 'tis now September, 

The harveot moon is done. 
And thro' the wheaten stubble 
Is heard the distant gun." 

'\Ve all know that is not true. (Laughter.) 
For the advanced scholar \Ve require a new 
and true Australian historv. When the wild 
Imperialist addresses the school children, and. 
says, "Dear old England gave you this 
countr;·. Dear old England made this 
countr;:," we require to toll those •-tudcnts 
that the aclve:.turers. the strong and dis
>eontcnted of all the world, came to this 
country and made it, that they were led 
1wre by the lure of gold, and, therefore, Aus
tralia has not boon made bv " Dear old 
England." but by Australian "gold and the 
adventurers of all the world; that our 
liberties have not been graciously given to us 
as an emperor giYCs a last vcar's robe on a 
platter to a slave. \Ye require to t ll the 
yonug _\.ustralians that if revolution was ever 
r. groat and glorious thing, it is proved by 
the defence of Eureka Stockade. and that, 
a.lthough the patriots who fo.un-ht there 
seerr1ed to fail, thr:>y rcal1v succf-'C lcrl, hecause 
to-day we have all the "things that Eureka 
stood for. 

\Ye should tell Australians the truth so that 
we may make them bett•:r men, and so that 
they will not have to put in eight or ten years 
of their manhood in forgett-ing and correct
ing most of thP enrlv lies vYhiCh \vere driven 
into them. They ,\·otdd then be so much 
better fitted for the business of life. Tht'v 
would learn to love their own country-~; hich 
r-. the only country worth liYing fo!·-rnO!_'e 
than before. and they will learn for in·;tancc 
when readinv, of " the last mal~ and the last 
shilling "-that historic slogan of "\."drew 
Fisher's-that Australia has real>: finished 
~vlt~ that q~otat_ion so far as" assisting 
forergn countrws rn l.Yar is concerned, that 
we kept our word and gave to foreign war 
ihe last man and the last shilling it shall 

ever have from us. True Australian historv 
should be compulsory in our school papers 
because it will assist in building up the 
character of our nation, in teaching the 
child to develop himself by not being 
cluttered up with lies. and would give him 
that self-knowledge, self-reverence, and self
control which so many of us now so sadly 
lack. 

Ho:-~ .. J. G. APPEL (Albert): The vote for 
the Department of Public Instruction is one 
of groat interest to those who represent 
country electorates, for the reason that, when 
settlement is taking place in those electorates, 
iho necessity for school accommodation is 
continual!:," arisinv,. It is to the Department 
of Public Instrndion that '' e must look, and 
it is to that department that we are corn
]Wllecl to look, so that we may secure the 
facilities for the c11rly training of our 
children, and assist in the settlement and 
development of our State. l quite agree 
with the statement made by the hon. member 
for Bm·nett that in manv instances the De
partment of Public Instruction realises the 
urgency of particular cases and approves of 
the construction of a school. )iahirallv, the 
school committee then think the whole 

matter is at an end, and that the school 
will be erected. Unfortunat·clv. that is onlv 
the commoncPment of trouble. because 
another department stops in. and it is a 
quc•,fon whether that other department wi!l 
honour the approval of the Department of 
Public Instruction, however urgent the ca'e 
may be. I un"(e that the Department of 
Pnblic Instruction should have a greater 
an1ount Of adrninistrativP authority in con
ncdion with the expenditure of moiwy nece'
sary to erect schools which have been 
approved b.' the department. 

Another matter I would like to impress 
""pon the Minister is that I understand no 
more shelter-sheds are to be erected m 
count'l-y schools--

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRUCTION : 
The galvanised iron onlc· will be supplied. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am glad that at 
least something is being done. It is a very 
unfortun:-tto position, becau·,e in some 
instances the schools-which are only small 
ones jnst able to aC'corrHrwdate the pupils 
who attend-arc not built sufficiently high 
from thB ground. The result i" that thL' 
children are compcllo-1 to go into the schools 
under certain weather conditions, and that is 
not conducive to good discipline. because l1 

certain amount of disorder takes pll1ce when 
children have to play in t'Jo schoolroom. 
They must either go in that schoolwom or 
lw exposed to th•) prevailing weather con
ditions. I am glad that something ic. being 
d')nP. in the wuy of supplying she:tf'I'·'.:heds, 
but I am still of the opinion that complete 
shelter acromrrJodation is abso:utelv neces
sary for our childrt>n in the country ·district'. 
and it should be treated as an urgent matter. 

\V,, must realise the fact that imperfect 
country school accommo•_1&tion i.-f'r:ds to add 
t<J the "influx into our large centres of popula
tion. In our la,"cre centres-take Bri "bane 
for insbl!lce-thcre "is a multiplicat'on cf first
class scholastic establishments. The contrary 
is the caso in the countrv. \Ye arB faced 
\.·ith the fact that it is urgently necessary 
that our people should go on the land, yet 
·se do not make it attractive by providing 
that school accommodation which 1s so 
essential. 

Hon. J. G Appel.] 
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So far as the permanent staff of the 
Department of Public Instruction are con
corne.d, I must pay tribute to them. that so 
far as lies in their rower they do ever_y thing 
thev can to a'·sist hon. member5. The courteav 
which has been shown to me bv the Unde1· 
Secretary down to any junior "official with 
whom I have come into contact, is such that 
desPI'V0S 0vcry ron1mendation. I arn very 
pleased indeed to take this oppo'l·hmity of 
thanking the offici a Is who do, and strive to 
do, all they can to assist in accomplishir>g 
that which should be the object not only of 
every hon. member in this Chamber but 
of every member of the community-the 
furthering of the education of our children, 
no matter where eituatcd. 

I notice that a ve•ry considerable discussion 
has taken place in connection with a certain 
pronouncement or edict \Yhich has been 
promulgat0d by the Secretary fDi' Public 
Instruction. This morning I heard different 
speeches made upon the subject of 1chcthm· 
or not a.ll references to the wars in which 
the Empire has been engaged should be 
eliminated from our school books. 

The SwnETARY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRcCTIOx: 
That statement was never made by me. 
You must keep to the statement 1 made. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: ·what was it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTIOX : 
That we ,hould eliminate from our school 
books anything tha l is hkely to inflame the 
mind of youth with a desire for war. 

Hoor. J. G. APPEL: That make, it rather 
a difficult proposition. I fail to realise how 
ihe hon. gentleman is going to draw the 
line. Probably the position which has bcc'l 
iakcn up by the Minister for Public Instruc
tion in Victoria. has had a reflex action upon 
ihe Secretary for Public Instruction in the 
State of Queensland. 

The SEORETAHY FOR PtiBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Ko; he backed down in the matter. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Yes, and it appears 
that the hon. geJ:tleman proposes to back 
down also. 

'rh" SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC INsTRucTION : 
I do not. Jl.1ako no mistake about that. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Whether the hon. 
g<:>ntkman is genuine or not I am not pre
parod to say; but, eonsi_dering the principles 
he has no doubt mher11 eel, probably he is 
genume, and pressure has been brought to 
bnr upon him. 

It is a somewhat difficult question and I 
would like a little information fr~m the 
hon. g·entleman as to how he is going to 
deal w!th the matter .. What portions of 
these h1stoncal records 1s he going to elimi
nate? I. know t~at as a school boy I took 
a great mtorost, m common with mv fellow 
schc.al mates, in such things as " Deeds that 
won the Empire." Going back into ancient 
history, it was with the gr·eatt',>t interest 
that we read of the fine defence of the pass 
of Thermopyloc by Leonidas, the Spartan 
kmg. Is 1t sugg·Gsted b, the Minister that 
all these hi,torical facts will inflame the 
mmds of the youth, and does he propose 
to eliminate them" 

Then, in connection with our secondarv 
education. Take the classics. Take Caesar>"s 
"De Bello Gallico" and his "Commen
t-ariPs." H?w is he going to deal with 
them? Is 1t proposed to eliminate thos.e 
works from the educational subjects? Then, 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

what. about Homer's famous " Iliad " ? Is 
i.hat to be eliminated from our classics?' 
Then what about Virgil's "}Eneid" and 
those famous lines commencing-

" Arma virumque cano T,rojaeque." 
(I 'ing of arms of men and Troj ans.) 

Will those works inflame the minds of 
Olli' youth? 

Tlw SECRETARY FOil PuBLIC IxSTRUCTION: 
State school boys'! 

Ho~;. J. G. APPEL: I am talking about 
sc,'ondary education. Is that to be elimi
nated-you teach Latin in your secondary 
schools, do you not ? If you do eliminate all 
thcs'e mattcrq, what will be left? That is 
what we want to know. I am not here to 
obj·ret to the decision which has been made 
b." the Minister, because it does not ma: ter 
how much I object, if he has been instructed 
that these m a tter•, arc to be excised from 
the school books, thev will be excised, no 
m.atter what 1ve say m: how we say I hat they 
r.nuse a patriotL feeling \vhen we are at 
an impressionable age. I am only inquiring 
what is going to be left if you excise all 
these matters, because there is not a history 
in which the patriotic deeds of the par· icular 
people are not described. You will have 
nothing left. There is not a classic that does 
not deal with the subject of war. 

}fr. 'BRUCE: Teach the history of modern 
ti1nes. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: If you deal with 
modern times you will get still more of it, 
hPcause the historv of our own age is repletG 
with war and warfare. If you are going to 
eliminate that. what is left? It will be just 
a skcldon. It will have no backbone. no· 
legs, and nothing else. It will simply be a 
phantom. 

Mr. BRUCE: \Var will be eliminated. 
Hox. J. G. APPEL: What is war? 
The SEc-RETARY FOR Pt;BLIC LANDS: Have· 

you ever been to a pacifists' meeting? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: No. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : \V ell, 

that is war? (Laughter.) 

Ho;,;. J. G. APPEL: What is war? Does 
it comnrise alone the meeting of men who· 
a re tr~ined to arms, or does it likewise 
include men who are incited, as I have heard 
them incited bv the hon. member for Bowen. 
to engage in ciass warfare? If that is going 
io be cut out. then I will give the Minister 
n•v mpport. I have heard the hon. member 
fo'i· Bowen, who most eloquently discussed 
this matter this morning, preach class war
faro and class coTJsciousness. ]\fr. Pollock, 
I dare say you have hc>ard him yom·self, 
and we all heard the words that fell from 
the' lips of the hon. m ern her this morning. 
A ftcr those remarks I cannot realise that he 
eYer arlyoca+pd internecine and class wa-r
fare. which. to my mind. is cquallv as b~d, 
~o frrr a;:; this con1munitv is f'oncerned, as 
the meeting of men to fio;ht for their own 
country a.p;ainst tho impositions or othcr\vise 
of n1r>n. of another country. It is mo:=:t
unforlunatc +hat the hon. m0mbcr for Bowen 
introdu~cd the question of S'm-i.eti•ml. 

i'llr. COLLTNS: I never mentioned the word 
" Scn;ietism." 

Hox .. J. G. A PPEL: The hon. rnembee 
mentioned the regime which govPrns Russia 
at the pres.ont time. and quoted from a book 
which was written hPfore the doings of the 
present Government of Russia were initiated 



Supply. [23 SEPT.EMBER.] S1tpply. l017 

In criticising the actions of certain hon. 
members of the Liberal party in objecting 
to the treaty with Soviet Russia, does the 
hon. gentleman approve of that Government 
dealing with their opponents in the way 
they do-shootir:g them down. wholenle? 
D00s he approve of that? It shows the 
hollownes' and the farce of the whole thing, 
when in supporting the actions of the Soviet 
Government hon. members on the other side 
ignore the cruellest acts of the men whom 
they suppor'. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxSTRUCTION : 
Do you want more war stories in the school 
bo~ks' 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: We do not w"nt 
more m·ere vvar stories, but no 1nan in the 
community should bo ashamed of the "Deeds 
that \Von the Empire.'' 

'I'ho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IKSTRUCTION : 
No one is ashame.d of them. 

Box. J. G. APPEL: All deeds of arms 
arc due to the com·age of the sons of the 
Empire. Then what about that lecture on 
the flag? Is that going to be cut out .. too? 
In ono of the old school papers there is a 
full description of the flag and of the heroic 
and patriotic actions which led to the build
ing up of the flag-the emblem of our coun
try? Is that to be eliminated? I have no 
doubt the hen. member desires to be honest 
iu his condemnation of war. I do not t.hink 
there is a member of this Committee who 
desires to sec vrar, or 1vho approyc.s of \var 
or. who v Du1d nol like to S£'c war -done .awa; 
w1th. The statement of the Minister that 
all those deeds are to be eliminated from the 
historical records of our schoDis is like the 
action of the ostrich which is said to hide 
iJs head in the sand. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTRt:CTION : 
Eliminate all matters that are likelv to 
inflame the mind in favour of '.var. " 

Box .. J. G. APPEL: We do not want to 
inflame the mi11d. But, as was said by the 
hon. member for Enoggora, you must be 
prepared for war. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
\Yho said ycu must not? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Historians tell us 
that the battles of Great Britain have been 
won upon the pia.' grounds of our public 
schools. Is the Minister going to forbid 
foo baiL cncket, and other games? 

fl1.30 a.m.] 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IXSTRT:CTION: 
will put bowls there, too, if you like. 
Hox. J. G. APPEL: What about boxing? 

Is that going to be eliminlttcd? 

The SECRETARY FOR PT:BLIC IKSTRUCTIOX: 
I ;:un going to cn<"ourage that. 

HoK .• T. G. APPEL: Thi1 seems to me to 
he something of a paradox. I think the 
Mini,t.or i' going to Le tangled up. He 
\Vas tied up \Ylth regard to eilos at one 
time. and I am afraid that he 'is rroino- tD 
be tangled up in this matter. (L.;'ughter). 

The SmnE·,·ARY FOR Pt:BLJO IKSTRUcrro;;: 
You got tangled .un in your name at one 
time. -

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: No, mv name stands, 
and it h·" stood for centuries. 'rt is a name I 
am prDud of. Perhaps the Minister who has 
interjected is not so proud of his. However, 

that is only by the way. Has the Minister 
gone into this subject yet? Has he got a 
school paper in which he has exercised his 
c<ensorial pen'! I think it would bo well if 
the members of the Committee had an or~por
tunity of seeing what is left in that ca,o. We 
had a very leai·ned di,,sertion from the hon. 
member for \VarregD, who apparently has 
been pursuing his studies in divinity~ bccau3e 
he appears to have delved deeper and deeper 
into Liblical history. I can only say, as I said 
on a prc,~ious occasion, that if he pursues his 
etudies still further, it may do him no lurm. 
However, apparently he has not yet arrived at 
that period in his studies where an. improve
mci:t may be effected. Ther0 is another 
parad·ox hero. llow is thi3 country to be 
preserved as a \Vhito Australia, with nations 
around us \Vhich hav2 ilOt got tho aspirat:ons 
\Yhich \\"O have, if we are not ·prep•ucd for 
war, nnd our children in the con1ing genera
tion arc to be taught to regard war with 
horror? vVhi!e we may teach th m to regard 
war with horror, to my mind, if our White 
Australia policy is to be preserved-if we 
arp to lccep this great land of ours for a pure 
white pcoph·-then it is absolut£>ly necessary, 
when occasion offers, to be prepared to meet 
attacks by those who have alrc.ady cast 
covetous and longing eyes upon the fertile 
arens of Australia and tropical Queensland 
particularly. If our children are not to t::
inspired bv the de··ds of their forefathers
if they ,ue' not to obtain an inspiration from 
what has been ·done by their forefathers in 
preserving the integrity of the rac"-what 
will the position be? However much we may 
deplore ''var or vrhatcver may be the cau~d 
of n.--I am not going to analyse that question 
-~,vi1at po.;ition would we have been in to-day 
if it hud not been for those sons of the 
Empir •, many of whom perhaps might bo 
sti:sn1atised to-day .as orin1inals, freebooters, 
and pirates, but who went forth in their 
ill~found vessels and who acquired for the 
Empire those arP '" which are being settled 
Ly a free and independent white people, the 
descendants of the people of the motherland ? 
Are 'vo, who are enjoying these gr-;at privi
leges in this great Commonwealth of Aus
tralia, going to condemn the men who by 
their adventure and cDurage obtained this 
fair land for us? The whole thing to my 
mind is a burlesque. 

Mr. COLLl~S : \Vhat about India? 
Hox. J. G. APPEL: Have all these matters 

to be eliminated from the school papers? 
If all rcfcreHces to th• valinnt deeds of tire 
men who made the Empire arc to be> elimi
nated, then not a skeleton but a mere phantom 
011ly will remain of that glorious patriotic 
».nd stirring literature. I would imprc•'s 
on the Minister the necessity of including 
in the schoDl papers such matter as will 
cmse better feeling to obtain amongd the 
classes in place of tho class consciousnes3 
which the hem. member for Bowcn and others 
have continuously endeavoured to propagate; 
and to endeavour to impress upon the chil
ch·en that. if we are to succeed in this coun
try, it will only be by united effort and 
working hand in hand to accomplish that 
which will be of mutual benefit to ev..ery 
member of the community and to the State 
itself. 

Mr. DUNSTA:N (Gympic): In speaking on 
this important vote for Education, I do not 
intend to follow the example of some writers 
and observers, or even that of one noted 
educationalist of recent date in thinking that 

Mr. Dunstan.] 
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a cursory survey makes thr· basi;:; for a dog
matic jw'·.(,.,CLt. \ll l ask is that thne shall 
be rational and clear thinking and common
sense in regard to the dcv lopmcnt of our 
educational system. I particularly aEk for 
that clear and rational thinking aud cornn1on
scnse in regard to the treatme·1t of th~ sub
ject of peace and vvar in our schcol literature. 
-I am certain that the Secrcturv fer Public 
Instruction will carefully trc 1t those rr1uUcrs 
in the changes he proposes to n1akc in o:.u 
school readers. The reply he gave rcc·ently 
-to a. qu<:,,tion asked in this Chan1bcr shO\Y~ 
the necessih for the present generation of 
having such views of ,,-ar hom L adcrs of 
public thought put into our school literature. 

The discussion that has been aroused on 
this i1nportant 1nattcr bring.s us to thi~ que~
tion : Shall wo present to the youthful mind 
in our schools the horrors and brutalities of 
war, the sordid realities of international 
strif0, the awful consequences that follow in 
the wake of \var, the hypocrisy, greed, and 
.self-aggrandisement that pron:ote \Var, or 
shall we completely i::;norc the subject, and 
im&gine like the O"·trich that an inch of 
obscuritv rnakes for a whole rncasnre of con
cealment? Personally, I am in the ultimate 
neither a pacifist nor a jingo. My attitude is 
hest illustrated bv the storv of the promineut 
London pacifi,ts ·during the lat<O great con
flict. While they were holding a peace meet
ing in a public hall they were assailed by 
hostile jingn2s, \vho hnrlc>d brick:-5 at thc1n 
through the \YindmYs. \Vhat did those paci
fists do? They stood it for a little whik 
but not for long. They hurled those bricks 
l::ack. They hurled them back Yigorousl~', 
Pffectively, and with great spirit. and in 
!hctt they were not inconsistent. Thee' \1-ero 
lr!ercly natural. Believing truly in pacifism, 
they were ready to fi~·ht for it. 

That brings me to this question. In picturing 
,,-ar as it really is or in avoiding the discus
oion of it, shall we refuse to acknowledge 
or praise those high qualities of human kind 
-courage, self-sacrif1co, and serncc-which 
can even giYe the glamour of glory to an 
evil thing? Are e to ignore the subject, or 
a.rc we i.o seek to exalt and extol those high 
attributes of independence. courage, self
sacrifice, and service, which haYo a!re:tdy 
made their mark in ihc part which has 
been taken by Australians in the grc>tt world 
conflict. I ask that the qupstion should be 
presented to the youthful mind in a picture 
of a man of high idc:\ls seeking noble ser
vice and following noble thoughts, desiring 
only to live in amity with his fellows, and 
Ly example and by wisdom to lift them to a 
higher plaue of thought and conduct, yet 
not scorning preparat~on for the encmv 
without the gate. Should he be at all 
times for p<"aco? \Vould he be wrong to 
resist and fight, and, if necessarY, to slay? 
Sonw will say that it will bn wro'ng for him 
to do so. Bet.ter for him, they would cry, 
t(). lay dow1; h1s life for a principle than to 
hve by do•ns; -wrong. But i' sc•lf-defenc; 
WI'OD!)? And. if it is not wrong, is pl'O
paratwn for defence wrong' \~That should a 
n?ble living man. martyr-like in regard to 
h1s own hfe, do ,vhen an enemv with blcod
d!·ipping bayoPet, assails the· ~itals of his 
wife and family and seeks tho destruction 
of his home' \Yhat should he do if some 
barbarian with a club assails his brother, 
his mate, or <ome \Ycak and helpless human 
creature within his ken? Yl'hat action should 
he take? Should he merelv cry " Peace. 
Peace !" when thoro is no pe.ace? · Those are 

I Mr. Dunstan, 

questions which must necessarily be trc>ated 
when dealing with the question of war and 
peace in instructi11g the minds of our youth. 
l say that if we exalt these high attributes 
that make for manhood and for nationhood. 
we arc not to bo eharg,cd with the glorifica
tion of war. \Vhen I say that the deeds 
of Australians in the late great conflict made 
the name of Amtralia great, set with the 
hrtre of gems and glory incffaeeal:!0, am I 
b be charged with glorifying war, or merely 
with extolling tho ·8 attributes of Au,tralian 
manhood which must and will prcYail when 
peace is established amongst the nations and 
•· the \Yar drums throb no n1oLe" '? That, of 
course, cxprc:::;ses the idea I hayc in m:"· nTind 
-a fai·r and accurate presentation of these 
snbjects in our school literature. Personally, 
I can say that I, like the London pacifists, 
am strongly for peace-peace with honour 
-at any rate, peace with certain reservations. 

The subject of psychology teaching, so 
capably discussed by the hon. member for 
Rockhampton, is one that must demand the 
full attention of the modern educationalist, 
but it must also be recognised that such 
teaching brings certain implications. If 
there is to be in the Department of Public 
Instruction a number of trained teachers
trained in the psychological understanding 
of the mentality and capacity of their pupils 
-it necessarily follows that there must be 
more individual teaching on the part qf 
those who staff our schools-high schools 
especially-as distinct from collective or class 
leaching. That in its turn means smaller 
classes, which in their turn mean more 
teachers ; a-nd n1urc teachers 1nean n1ore 
expenditure on education. 1t1ore expendi
ture meam more funds must be proYided by 
the people of ihis State, "' that in 'he ulti
mate, if the peopl•' of Queensland want .~1oro 
and better education, they must be prepa·recl 
t:> pay for it. 

!'Ylr. FARRELL: Hear, hear! 

~1r. DU:'\STA:\: There is also this cir
cumstance to be considered-that, whilst 
teachers may be trained in psychology, the 
scholars themseh-es possess a very large 
natural fund of it. In most cases they are 
able to sum up the teacher long before the 
teacher has his lJupils assessed. One of the 
chief difficulties- which beset the teachers, 
espt'cially in our higher schools, is that 
scholars quickly come and go and sojourn 
for but a little while under the tutelage of 
any particular teacher. So that, if we are to 
develop character through p,0·chology in our 
public schools. we arc also bound to face 
the conscCJuences of some change in the 
staffing of teachers as well as in our expen
diture. 1\fany of us rcmeml1er with affection 
and respect some of those old teachers of 
our youthful davs, not because they were 
great edncat'onalists or because they "-ere 
great di"~iplinarians, but because they \Yere 
kind, because they were fine types <>f men 
and wonwn, because they sought tn make us 
not merdy educated but also endeayourcd 
with \Yords of wisdom to lead us to a bdter 
life and become gcod citizens of the Com
monwealth. More than all thi.3, we re
member them because thev understood us 
and helped us, or triecl to help us, to a 
better understanding of the things that 
matter. 

Which leads me to sav in conclusion that. 
whilst the influence of the teacher psycholo
gically trained must be groat and profound, 
his responsibility also must be very great 
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but that, whatever may be the responsibility 
-of t.he teacher, the responsibility of the 
1mblic in understandin15 the teacher's rospon
sibilit0• is greater still. 

Mr. KELSO (Tunrlah): This is a most 
important Yote, but the statement which 
has been made bv the Socretarv for Public 
Instruction seems· to have oversimdowed the 
importance of the department itself. The 
discussion this rnornjng has been on lines 
•Yhich I thiLk are unpl'ecedcntcd in the 
histor•· of t,his vote, and the hon. gentleman 
-whether he is doing it for notoriety or not 
I do Pot know-has certainlv concentrated 
the debate on himself this 1~orning. 

The SECRETARY FOR P<:BLTO I:-:<sTR1:CTJox: 
\Vhy not keep quiet and lot us got to ,-ork? 

l\Ir. KELSO : I am making my own spccl'h 
in my o'.-nl \Yay, and, if tho hon. gcntlcn1an 
-desires, I shall be able to give him some
thing to think about in a minute or two. 
It is very pleasant to find that the people of 
Quec•nsland \vill not object to the money 
which is being spent on education-espcci
all? on primary education. \Ye find that 
this year about a milUon of money is being 
spent. \\' o arc warned of the danger of the 
lack of education in a community by the 
example we ha.Ye had of Russia for many 
ye an past. It has been said that the 
gl'eatcst danger to any State js an unedu
cated democracy. We know perfpctJy well 
that years ago the fran£:hise rnight have bt?Cn 
given to the Russian nation had it not been 
for the fact that intol!ectually they were 
mere babie:; and could not understand the 
moven1ents going on rDund them. 

The report of this department has been 
-of gnat use to u>. It has come in time for 
us to look through it before we had to 
discuss this Yote. One matter to which I 
wish to refer in particular is the fact that 
most of the school inspectors in their verv 
illuminating reports deplore the fact tha't 
history is not taught as it should be. and 
that there is not enough attention given 
to it. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR PUBLIC INETHCCTIOx: 
Not to A Lbtralian history. 

Mr. KELSO: One of the inspectors sug
gests that the teachers themselves have nDt 
read widclv ~~nough on history to i!nprcs::; 
the children. 

Mr. LLOYD: The same could be said of 
·oome of the inspectors. 

Mr. KELSO: I am in hvour of thG sug
gestion that Australian history should be 
tnught more and more. \Ye ought to know 
the history of ou;· own land, but we cannot 
krow our own history properly unless we 
know the history of other I ands. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC IxsTRCCTION: 
The children in New South \Vales are 
writing to me for information about Queens
land. 

l\1r. KELSO: Every hon. mcmbc·!' on this 
side is of th~ opinion that It Is a good thing 
that the children should be taught Aus
tralian hi.,torv; but it is impossible to 
tc·ach c -;en Australian his ton· unles' vou 
teach the history which goes· further b~ck 
from that. \Ye cannot understand our own 
times unless we know the history of other 
times in order to make a just comparison. 
1n teaching history it is onlv a fair thino
that both sides should be given in orde~ 
that the children may grow up to under-

eland the true position. That is where the 
Minister has made a mistake. 

The SECRETARY FOR PunLic INSTRUCTION : 
It is not necessary to give both sides. It is 
only necessary to give the truth. 

Mr. KELSO: It is not a question of truth 
at all; it is a question of fact. 

The SECHETARY FOH PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Fact is truth. 

l\lr. KELSO : Hon. members on this side 
do not believe in war any more than the 
lwn. gentlemen •'•a:·s he does not, but, rf 
you a·ro going to 'tudy the history of Aus
tndia, you must relate the facts as they are 
and allow the children to draw their own 
<leductions. The hon gcntlemRn cannot 
question that. 1t i, a fad that many 
unclcsir.Ible thing·s hayo been recorded in 
histor:,-. Ono hon. gentleman the other day 
'uggosted that the lives of the kings and 
queens "\vcre not abov-e suspicion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRUCTION : 
There are no two sides to the truth. 

)Jr. KELSO: I am pleased that we have 
Bible teaching in the Stato schools. I do 
not know "\vhethor hon. gent~emcn agree 
"·ith that or not. \Vhat is the ne ture of 
the historv contair;ed in the Bible? Are all 
the g-reat' characters that we read about in 
1he J3ible represented as being 'aintc,? Is 
it t'Ot a fact that the frailties of some of 
the grcatl',,t men in the Bible are set out m 
j u ,t the same '·'ay as their virtues? 
Is it not a proper thing that that should be 
so? L'nle s you put the full Lets before the 
people, you do not set before them the ·real 
facts of hist•lry. Considering the money we 
are spending on primary education, it is 
to be deplored teat, when children leave 
school, thoro seems to be a disinclination 
on their part-\Ytethcr it is duo to th;o. 
eare-froc air of Australia or not I do not 
know-io ('Ontinue their reading, and thus 
continue the education thev have received 
in the primary schools. and by the study 
of literature become cultured people. 

L'nfortunatelv the tendency of the time 
seems to be t~ pa.<· too much attention to 
;.port. Many children, after leaving school 
and up tD tho r.gc of twenty, can glibly 
recite to you a lot of statistic,, about racing 
n nd other forms of sport; but, if you ask 
them an intelligent question on political 
<'conomy Dr cYen in connection with this 
Chamber. the,· arc all at s·ca. They will tell 
you frankly that the:· are too ti·red to study 
politics. 

A GOVEHX~IEKT ME,rBER: I do not blame 
them. 

Mr. KRLSO: I do not condemn the newa
papers altogether, hut it is a pity that cur 
great dailies do not devote more space in 
reporting politicai matters. \V E' know per
fectly well that many people travelling in 
the trai11s often ask ,vh::t is going on in 
Parliament. They natur,l!y ckpcntl on the 
papers for that information, but when we 
<>pen ou-r morning paper wo fi, d twe or 
three pages devoted to sport of every descrip
tion. 

Hon. ::\1. J. KrnwAK: I sug'!e't that they 
report members vorhatiln for i1 \veek. rrhey 
v ould not ask for any more reports. 

Mr. KELSO: I want to quote fr-om the 
"Courier" to show that a certain gentleman 
in the Victorian Pr<I·Iiament-Mr. Lemnwn
proposed to do the same as our Secretary for 

Jl r. [{ elso.l 
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Public Instruction in connection with the 
school books. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Not the same. 

Mr. KELSO: A similar thing. 
Mr. F. A. COOPER: You are ahsolutcly 

\HOng. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IxSTRUCTlON: 

No-different altogether·. 

Mr. Kli:LSO: I VI ant to quote the 
"Courier" to show that the Labour party 
in Victoria ar·e J:ot going to follow on the 
lines suggested by our own :Minister. The 
report states-

" In view of ::'.1r. Brennau's design to 
eli1ninate all 1 ~,fcrcnce to war. " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IxsTIH:OTI0::-1 ; 
That is untrue to start with. The '· Courier" 
lied when it said that. 

Mr. KRLSO: The hon. g·entlenw11 will 
have an opportunity of d' :tling >vith the 
matter later on. The article continueo-

. . and war hProcs from the school 
papers and books, it may be interesting 
to note what is b 'ing done in Victoria, 
where a Labour :Minister for Edu~ation 
(Mr. Lemmon) has been credited with 
a similar purpose•. Aprmrently, Xl:r. 
LC1nn1on' s ultrr .. pacifisn1 has been exag
gerated. At a recent meding of the 
Victorian Council of Education. Dl'. 
Alex. Lepper, lllOYod a con1proh'ensive 
resolution, which indicated that tho 
Minister has no intention of emulating 
or inspiring ~1r. Brennan. The r·csolu· 
tion, which was seconded bv :Yliss 1\1ont
gonlery and carried unan;1nously, -vv.,.as 
as follows:-' That this Council is 
relieved to lean• that the ol-der reported 
to have been issued bv the J\Imistcr for 
Education (Mr. Lcni'mon), instructing 
officers of the department that no article 
relating to or E·xtolling '" ars, battles, or 
heroes of past wars, should be printed 
in the State school papers, or books, 
has no foundation in fact. The Council 
sympathise-s with Jl,lr. Lemmon in the 
wide-spread misrepresentation to which 
he has been subjected.' " 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the hon. 
gentleman to connect his remarks with this 
vote. 

Mr. KELSO : I am connecting my remark; 
by showing that apparently it is the policy 
ot the Labour party through the mouthpiBce 
of the M1_n1ster to do certain things in ron
Gectwn w1th the school papers, and I want 
to show what the Labour party in another 
Sta.te is doing. I think I am r)erfectly 
mt1tled to do that. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
gentleman cannot continue on those lines. 

Mr. KELSO: If that is your decision, Mr. 
Pollock, then I must stop. V\'hat will be the 
effect if the Minister gets his way? He 
sugge<ts that he is going to remove from 
~he school par:ers anything that is likely to 
mflame youthful minds in warlike ways. 
Does the hon. gentleman suggest that all 
the school books shall be withdrawn and 
new school books i"ued, which will me.an 
great expenditure? Does the hon. gentle
man suggest that all school libraries should 
be gone through by some censor, who will 
BE'<) whether there is anv mention of war in 
those libraries, and, if 'there is thB slightest 
mention of war, the books must be taken 

[Mr. Kelso. 

away? Does the Minister suggest that any 
minister of religion teaching Bible history 
in State schools shall be instructed that on 
no account is h<e to allow one word from 
Holy Wr;• to be mentioned which is likely 
to m flame· the minds of the youth? Does. 
~he hon. geEtleman suggest that it will be 
a criminal offence for a parent to have books 
in the home to which the children might 
have access and which contain something 
about war? Does he suggest that legislation 
should be introduced to prevent the news
papers speaking of war bec\>use the children 
1night rend then1? If not, his suggestion to· 
eliminate all reference to war from school 
books is more hot air and an advertisement 
for himself. The hon. gentleman has 
adopted the role of a certain Mrs. Parting
ton, who tried to mop up the Atlan•ic 
Ocean. The job is too big for him, and the· 
hon. gentleman has not the capacity to take 
on big things. If this principle of interfer
ing with the school books is approved, it is 
possible 'hat it will bB extended further, and 
we might find political articles in the school 
papers, and we might have the late leader 
of the Labour party, the hon. member for 
Bowen, asked to contribute articles on 
el-ementary political economy, more especially 
on tlw lines of Karl Marx. 

Mr. GLEDSOl'f: \Yorse than that could be 
done. 

[12 noon~] 

Mr. KELSO: The Minister might malm 
full use of the talent on the front bench. He 
might ask the Treasurer to contribute to 
the 'chcol papers an article on "The Impos
sibility of Squaring the Financial Circle, o1· 
How to .\1akc Defk'ts." The Secretary for 
Agriculture might be asked to contribute a 
papBr on "\Vh:v I am a Convert to Ratoon 
Cotton." The Secretary for Public Lands 
might be asked to con.tribute a papBr on 
"The Relative -:\Icrib of \Vater and Beer 
2s a pp lied to Irriga•ion." The Secretary 
for Public \Vorlcs might be asked to con
tribute a paper on " How to Live Within the 
Ambit of the Basic Wage on £20 a \Veek." 
Tho Attorney-General might be asked to 
contribute a paper "From Post Office to 
.Aitorncv.Gcnera\ Dr How to Become a 
General" without Becoming an Attorney." 
Tlw Secretary for Mines might be Mked to 
contribute an article on " \Vhv I am an Onti
mist." The Home Secrdary 'might be asked: 
to contribute an ar6c1c on " Tal•visn1 as a 
Menace to Queensland." The Assistant Min
ister of tbe Home Department mi!Tht be 
asked to write an article for the children on 
"The Secrets of the Golden Casket." Pos
siblv, in time the latter article in the
~chool books migbt overshadow that 
fam0us story for children, "Treasure Island," 
bv R. L. Stevemon. 

.Mr. LLOYD: It is time vou spring a joke 
after all that. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KRLSO: I can compliment myself on 
tbc fact that I at last have wakened np ih<' 
hon. member for Kelvin Grove. 

Mr. LLOYD: Let sleeping dogs lie. (Laugh
ier.) 

Mr. KELS'O: Last. but not least. the hon. 
g•'ntleman might ask the Speaker to con· 
tribut•· an article on "The Proparration of 
th0 Haggis as a Means for Deo.troying 
Prickly·pear." Does not the hon. g-entleman 
see that he is tackling a job that is absolutely 
impose·ible? Hon. members on this side are 
not in favour of war. \Ve arD in favour of 
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peace. I would like to ask him, as a pacifist, 
what attitude he would take if the J aps 
·came to thie country and captured Brisbane? 
Does he advocate that we should sit down 
wi h folded arms' and allow Brisbane to be 
·captured by the ,Japs? (Gov-ernment inter
jections.) 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! Order! I ask 
hon. members to obey my call to order, and 
not to interrupt an hon. member when he is 
·speaki1 g. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. KELSO : The Secr-etarv for Public 
Instruction said a few minutes· ago that he 
was in favour of boxing. He is a devotee of 
the S adium and enjoys a good fight; but 
the whole principle of his actions, to be logi
cal, is against what he is suggesting. It is 
pitiftble to think of an ephemeral politician 
tackling a jcb like this. I earnestly ask him 
to comidcr the words contained in Isabel's 
words in Shakespeare's "Measure for 
~Iea~!ure "-

" Bu• n1an, proud 111an, 
Drest in a little brief authority, 
l\1o>t ignorant of what he's most 
as~ue'd-

I-Iis glassy essence-like an angry ape, 
Plays such phantastic tricks before 

high hcaYcn. 
As make the angels weep." 

At 12.5 p.m., 

Mr. DrNSTAN (Gympic), one of the panel 
'()f Temporary Chairmen, r-elieved the Chair
man in the clmir. 

Mr. FERRICKS (South JJri.1brme): I wish 
to complime> .. t ;he Secretary for Public 
Instruction on the action he is taking to 
expung·e from the State school literature all 
Tcference to the glorifieation of war. Sueh 
an artion has been long overdue by this 
La hour A-dministra; ion. The Minister was 
charged by an hon. member on the other 
side v-ith ha,·ing changed his sentin1ents or 
-opinions in la?ing down his now polic~7 • rrhe 
Minister is not the only person who has 
changed his opinic.ns on that que,tion since 
tlw terrrination of the war. In fact. some 
of the highest mili· arv authorities through
out the Empire, in their statements which 
have been published bY the l\IiniFtcr. have 
showu that their opinions have undergone 
<·;en greater changes. It would be quite 
ri!Tht in teaching the you' hful minds in our 
State schools to end' avour to teach or 

exnlein to tlwrn the genesis of wars between 
nations-to explain to them that the people 
of he respective cnu.ntries have no say in 
the c'rcatlon or the rommcnf'cn1ent o£ war, 
and J-:'0 ~av in tho ccs:-~ation of war. They 
~h<mld be .. told that the people of Great 
Britain and Germany, in the recent world 
wnr. were rot consulted in the least. Tho 
11eoplo should be told <he truth. The truth 
in rrnnection \vith ~all eapitalif't~c ·wars is 
thnt the people ac: a whole ha.-o no say in 
the mottor. A rriYi]eged fpw haYe thrust 
nwm them the awful responsibility of bring
-ill~ tJllOl!t war:;:. bchvPen nations.' The:v slt 
in Rnr'r•·t {'OPC'lavf'. I reg-ret that a recent 
-ann0nrW0':10nt i'1 the nev.·~'-papcrR show0rl that 
it was inte;,d~d to extend •and establich this 
s·v ~tPn·r in Auq~-raiia. The children f:hould 
],o (nlrl j-l,e trnth about the late war, and 
th t is, that the diplomatic rPpresentatives 
of Gr0:<t nritain in co1laboratlon wi•h thG 
TPnr·· -.entttives of other nations secretly 
arr·n<rh1 the war. They made an agree· 
me"t behind the backs of Parliament and 

the people and when war was eventually 
announced,' those secret agreements embroiled 
Great Britain in the war. The children 
ehoul.cJ be told that two months befor-e the 
declaration of war the question was asked 
in the House of Commons whether it was a 
fact that Great Britain was tied up with a 
secret naval agreement with France, and 
the answer given was "No"; .and that eight 
months after the declaration of war the 
question was asked in the Houso of T:or?s 
whe her it was a fact that Great Bntam 
had been tied up diplomatically and by 
treaty with France prior to the war, and the 
ansvn:r \vas "YeS." 

Mr. KrNG: Gladstone forecasted the war. 
Mr. FERRICKS: The iniquity of this 

acrn~mnent was that it \vas rnacle behind the 
b~cb of Parliament. Great Britain was 
s,"cretly tied up with France as far back as 
1912, and the British JWOJ>le and Parliament 
·did not know anythi~!I about it. Then, 
again, the children should be told that, 
although thev have be0n hught that there 
were "\Yars of aggrcssioll and -defence, there 
is really no distinction between them. Both 
parties have been aggrcs8ors by their pre
paration. An hon. mcmbPr spoke of the 
ddenoe of Australia, ar>Cl said that the chil
dren ehould be tauf!ht that lack of prepara
tion for defence is the surest Wa7 of bringing 
war to Australia. As a fact, it is well known 
-and the department and Minister woC~Id 
be quite within their rights in telling the 
school children through tltc school literature
that. so far from either side in the r0cent war 
having b<>en thu ftggressor, both sides had 
been preparing for it for years. Such prepara
tions must ineYihhlc: !e-arl to a clash. It 
stould he made puhlie: thn t the Russian Gr,nd 
Council, presided over b~- the Grand Duke 
Nicholas. passed a re;olution before the out
break of \Yar saying thnt, oY:ing io the 
.r•xt0nsion of German affairs to the Straits 
and to C'on~tantinnp1c. Hu:-:sia rnust get con
trol of that portion of Europe, and that the 
onlY "'"Y to get that contml would be by 
carr'.· ing on a world war. Then~ can be no 
hnni1 i1~ telling the children that the British 
Government endorsed that view, and at the 
r£'oucst of th0 Rus ,ian Czarist Gov0rnn1~nt 
ga~e their full assent to the annexation of 
Constantinople and the Straits by Russia. 
The British GoY rnm0nt wore rrai;ed by the 
Rn -si an Prime Ivnni,ter for cndorsin;; to the 
full and eo completely the desire of Russia 
to annex the Sirait.s and Co·1stantinople. 
There i" no harm in the childr n being told 
thue matters, now that pconlo have had 
their eyes opened and are not being gull d 
anv further. In fact, there~ hnye lwen millions 
of C'Onvrrts to antl-warisn1 ;;;incC' the t·ermina~ 
tion of the war. and thi; has be:'n so in no 
grr-atPr proportion in any s0ction of tho con1-
munity than amonw.t the soldiers who took 
part in the world \Yar. 

Refcr0nr·2 hq,s hrPn mad~; to a pacifist war, 
and \.Yhat r-ould one do under -ct1 rtain circum
f'fanC'Ps. Tho~-: who aro plPn~ed to ridicule 
the idea of pacifi~Ll. or tho'e ''ho prefer peace 
to war, mu~t r"mon1ber that the paci£sts say 
thcv ar:• witne<scs amongst thcmsdves when 
thf·rc if' a diffC'I'Pnco ono agai1 st another. 
and they fig-ht it out, but if one nation v:ns 
a;;ain-t .another, th'~ workers-the people
have to carry on the war. It is made for 
them anrl t.h'ey have to go along and fight 
out the difference. 

These are all phases which should rec<'ive 
a greater publicity and dissemination. The 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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minds of ,chool children should not be m
\lamc d by the g·lorification of war and of 
'hings pertaining to '' ar. 

:: rc1nernbor seeing, three or four years ago, 
a little pamphlet which contained illustrations 
and which was circulated through our State 
schools. It could be purchased for ld. or any 
sum above Id., and the money was regarded 
as a contribl.ltion to ~on1c pattiotic ubject. 
The pictures endeavoured to show the chil
dren all the glories achieved by Australian 
and other Allied soldiers in the GrPat \Var. 
Amongst the glories of these achievements, 
as illustrated and broadcast throughont our 
schools, was a picture of an AtBtralia!l with 
a bayonet thrust through a Turk, and another 
Australian throwing a Turl\:-or the ClH :n:v, 
whoever he was-oYer his shoulder. This 
pamphlet was broadcast under a L.abour 
Admini~tration. 

Mr. LOGAN: \Vould the hon. member prefer 
to see it the other way about? 

J\Ir. FERRICKS: I am pre,Jarcd to u" 
what I said in 1914-not what might b0 a 
change of front. eight or ten years after
ward•-that. I would like to sec t mg·ht in 
our State schools the policy that the workers 
of the world shou:d have sufficient sense to 
tell those ,,-ho caused tho wars to go and do 
the fighting themselves. TL·Jn there would 
be no war. 

GoYER!OIEXT 11E1IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FERRIGKS: It is ail Ycrv well for 
our children to be brought up on .. the glori
fication of these things, but thc.v arc en
com·agecl in their glorification ancl advised 
to do all theee things and to go along these 
lines-to cheer the ensigns and standar-ds and 
all the re•t of the humbug-by people Yvho 
are not going to tr1 kc any part in the businc·-:·..; 
them• ._,h-cs. Tha'll people are going to call 
" fl.v" if th y are a~krd io do it, as ''-'C u:-:C'd 
to do in the gamo of "Fly the Garter" at 
schoDl. Thrv arc excluded for one reason 
and anothrr,.but that does not preYent them 
" snoling" on the other chap to fight for 
them. 

Th ·re is this difference r..l- o bet-,\ een a war 
behvc~n t\:YO people and a ,,~ar brhve(;n 
nations. In a war bcbvccn natior,s. who gets 
the benefit on the .-ictorious side--if thor" 
is anv victorv in war? Do the people at 
large ·get the 'benefit of the capture of tcrri
torv or tho €xtension of trade? Not theY. 
Tho privileged few on top, who are in ·a 
position to cauH~ thf'SC \Var". reap the benefit. 
I deprecate very strongly the spirit which 
has bocn infused into our Anstrn lian school 
literature, including that of Queensland, dur
ing recent :vcar ".. I rcn1c1nhcr reading in a 
journal which vvas not. circulGting through 
the State schools. but ,,-hich naturally would 
have a great influence by rr·a.son of b2ing 
copied fron1 and baYing extracts n~adc for 
the composition of articles for school papers. 
It was a military journal pul1lishcd in Md
bourne just prior to and in the carl:v stage:; 
of the war. It was a vrry claborqtP!v got-up 
publication having as its keynote the spirit 
of jingoisn1 and militarisn1. According to 
a passage which I believe was copied fro·n 
it to onr school lx.oks in the other States of 
Australia. llCrc:ons \vho took up the profe-)sion 
of arm.' should not revolt against the id ·a of 
a war occurrin:r. because thev should realise 
that war proYides the onl.v 'avenue of pro
motion for the person taking up the pro
fession of arms. And the article w€nt on in 

[Mr. Fen·icks 

that strain. 
many places. 

I have quoted the matter in 
It stated-

'' VvT ar is an oasis in the desert of a. 
1nilitary 1nan's life." 

\Yhat a fine spirit to inculcate into the 
minds of the young,t2rs ! These and othe1· 
facts \Vcre seized upon by 1nany people in 
Yarious parts of Australia, ar,d wore used to 
such effect that they brought about the· 
cessation of the publication of that military 
journal, which was withdrawn on the plea. 
of C('onomv. It was givino the shoYv a'\\ a:v~ too 
much. That ftct should be borne in mind; 
and ,,~hen a .1\riinistcr endcaYours to carry out 
a polic_v which should be. if it has not been 
in the past, the policy of the Labour Gov€rn
ment, no hon. member opposite is justified in 
;;;nying that these are the }'viinist"r's O\vn 

Yicws alone-that the hon. gentleman, like· 
Dame Partington, is claiming that he is 
goinc; to achieyc this or that. I am pleased 
that the Secretary for Public Instruction has 
h"cn instrumental in giving this n1ovcment a 
ctrrrt in QDocnsland, and it redounr)s .-ery 
gTcatly to his cnodit. 

Mr. KELSO : Does the Cabinet agree with 
the hon. gE"n1leman's suggestions? 

Mr. FERRICKS: The hon. member must 
address his quc,,tion to the Cabinet. The· 
hon. member must realise that I am not the 
Cabin et. Once the hot air of hon. member& 
oppo.ite has blown ayvay and it is recognised 
that the utte-rance•, of the Secretary for 
Public lnstructiou are for the benefit of our 
youth, the public generally will d"nrecate the: 
glorificatioll of ali these -deeds or wrrr and 
agwe that they should not be driven into the 
1ninds of our youngsten:. \Yhe1~ J-1-w tim·"' i.;; 
ripe for another clash between the workers 
of the world the school boys of to-day will 
then be our workers, and the school girls of 
to-day will ]>rol1a bly be mothers, with a very 
important function to perform during th~ 
\Vnr. The mother's fun\'tion, of course, is to 
bring into the world bo:,. eo that they may 
tBkc th0ir plarc in vca1: to cmne as soldiers 
and to receive the. content .. of a gun. A 
noble prospect for that mother. A young 
mother brings forth her fir,t-born-a boy. 
\Yhat a glorious prospect it must open out 
to her if, ,,-hen the first time she kis.oes the 
babe. she thinks that some day it will supply 
fodder for cannon-not for any concern of 
her own, but at th€ behe,t of a combination 
or opnosition of peoples he n1ust go and fight 
for them. I want to r0pca t a very sound 
dictum that I once laid down, and one which 
I hone will be taught in the schoo!.s. I laid 
it down in 1914, \Yhen I Yvas before the 
electors ·,)eking votes, that thoee Yvho wanted 
a wor should go and do the fighting, and, if 
I had my 'vay, I would see that those who 
ct•uscd the war were in the front firing line 
'\Yhi1e th~"' workers took on the bu:;ines::1 of 
v:aYing- flags, lighting firPs, beatin~ drums, 
P'1d rh00ring then1 on. I want to refute the 
charge of in<:'onsistency lu·elled bv hon. mem
bers opposite against this side-that we 
prr-ach cl a:: -consciousness and endeavour to 
rnake the \Vorking class as cla•,s-ronsC'ious aq 
our opponents. Unfortunately the working 
section of the communitv has not reached 
that high state of organ~sation or of class
consciousness that is possessed by our 
opponents. WP are told thP workers should 
be coontent. This is tlw difference in class 
"·nrfn.r0-that those who indcllge in it are
fighting for the betterment of their own 
conditions. At least they are fighting for 
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thomselvc'; but in the ordinary international 
v ars they are not fighting for themselves
they are fighting because they are told to 
flght. 

Mr. KELSO : You would like the school 
paper made into a Labour paper? 

Mr. FERRICKS: I would like to sec it 
made iJ.to a paper for the teaching of the 
truth. That is all we ask. Hon. members 
cm:not deny the facts that I explained this 
moming a bout Russia setting out in 1913 
with the determined effort to get control of 
the Dardar.dlcs nnd of Constantinople, and 
with he11·.g backed up by Great Britain. 

Mr. KELSO : I thought you had Cmished 
with that. 

Mr. FERRICKS: I am coming back 
bec::tuse 1he hon. member raised the point. 

Mr. ''.looRE interjected. 

Mr. FERIUCKS: I am talking about war, 
and I may tell the hon. member, who is one 
of those who would like t<J see in the school 
books all this glorification about war and all 
this hot air, that our friend Mr. Hugh<·" used 
to bci:ow forth ab<Jut the great reward and 
the noble sacrifices of the Australian soldiers 
at Gallip,,!i-that they fought that fight in 
the interests of {reedom and pe::1ce; that they 
·were going to 1nake this war the last vvar; 
and, before the too.rs of the widows and 
si,ters and mothers of the soldiers had dried 
and L!oy"l. Goorge had practic~lly committed 
Great R-~ it'lin to another war, Mr. I-Iughes 
declared war for Australia against tho Turks 
without consulting Parliament-without con· 
su lting the people-and the Australian people 
"ere supnmed to fall in b0hind that "art of 
thin[\. :\lr. Hup;he,<, witho'It consulting 
P:ulinmcnt, con1Tr!itted Austra1ia to a second 
v. ar bcfure the tears of the widows and 
"istcrs and mothers had dried. It vas too 
bad for poop~e to. applaud that sort of thin[\. 
\Vo wore told that the great wa.r was fought 
tc, secure the freedom of the Dardanelles and 
the freedom of Constantinople. It is .a fret 
which cannot he <"iisputed that Russia had 
determined to annex the Dardanelles and 
Comtantinople, 1·\ ith the full concurrc•nrc• of 
Great Britain, b- fore ever the war took 
place. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (llrcm er) : Before I 
get on to the subject of the teaching of 
war or of the glorificatiDn of wa.r in the 
school books. I would like to bring under 
+he Minister's nurlce a communjquc fron1 
the battle front of the Bremer. The Bremer 
constitue'"lcy is a gro1.ving con~tituenc,.-, and 
it has been a !tended to by the department in 
a way that I cal!llot find very much fault 

ith, but I would like to noint out that the 
Porthern portion of Boova.f is a fast growing 
suburb. There aro a number of schools in 
!he district~the Silbtone school and the 
East Ipswich sciJOo!, in particular-which 
to-day are overcrowded. Th' children are 
being taught on the verandas, under the 
schooL or anvwhc:r.e 1..vhere children can be 
placed. Boo~·al Yorth is a big portion of 
Boo,·al. and it has a school population of 
from 160 to 200 children, and that portion 
of the Bremer electorate could oasilv be 
served bv a 'chool situated so as to 'meet 
the needs of 2" mth Booval and East Ipswich. 
Although there is a report in the deparLnent 
against the establisl1ment of a school there. 
I trust the Minister will go into Ha' matter 
n.nd see if he cannot do something to rdieve 
thn congestion in that portion of the State 
where a new school is very urgently needed. 

I have been very interested, as we all 
ha ye been, by the speE'ches that have been 
n1ado as to e1i1nination of the glo·rification 
of war from our school papers and our school 
books. I han1 been yery interested in some 
of the utterances that have been made b:-· 
these persons who bclieye we should not 
r·ucourage ·war to the cffoct that we ought 
to cast the beam out of our own eves before 
v. C' take the n1ole out of <::'Jrncono clse 1s 
eye. The bC'a1n in our own C',YC appears to 
h<' that we ha,·e some sort of class trollble; 
that we have 0gged people en, and egged 
them on, and help2J them to make eo 1dition 
!Jotte-r for themse!Ycs. \Ve go so far as to 
call it a class wa.r. and, becanse it ;, called 
u .. class war, 1-vo arc told \YO are inronsi:stent::; 
that. while we encourage war hotwcell 
einplo,p;r and en1ployce, wo dcnourtco vvnr 
lJetwcen nations. Tho things arn by no 
1ncans paraliP1. They are not; in tlw san1e 
Hreot ·,vhatcyor, nd people who say they 
arc haye an entito Ini--undcrstnnding of the· 
situation. More particularly might I refer 
to a tPlegram thaJ. has been publichocl in 
Australia, stating that Archbishop Lees, of 
~\iclbonrne. attach•d the Trades Hall Council 
in Melbourne bemuse they asked the good 
Archbishop to join "·ith them in a denuncia
tion of ~;;:ar on Pcat:e Suuday. He told 
them to overcome all their don~stic troubles, 
to eliminate class trouble, to lie down with 
the lion and be at home with him before· 
1hey attempted to stop war bet.ween the 
11ations. The whole position is that thc 
good Archbishop is <1ngaged, o·r ought to be 
engaged, in a dass struggle himself. He· 
has bo0n strugglinf' for yc.-~rs against what 
he calls the "JF>wers of darkw"s·'-the 
l •owc-rs of cyil, sin, a.nd unrighh~OLt.:;ne~s
\Vould I be in ~·rdcr to ach-ise the ;;ood 
,\rrhbishop to frat· rnise with the clc,vil and 
< ome to some .arrange1nent with hin1 to scttlf' 
their differences-to go on peaceably and 
::micahly and not disturb the ncople? \Vould 
f be right~ 0£ conrse I ·would not Ge right. 
The good ArchbisJ,op, in his Pndoavours to' 
rid the world of sin, is on the &itmo plane 
''' members of thic party who are enclcavour-
1ng to g0t rid of suffering nnd want and 
th-, things we sta.nd against. Onr good 
friends opposite-;lo n1atter \Yhat tlH'.Y rna~v 
say-are all out for international war; and, 
1vhen \\·ar .arriyes, 1"11ey can vv \YC flags ]ytter 
than a>11·hody else; y<Ot thr'y arhise m to 
ke<1p still and sa-,· that the worken 'hould' 
be sa tisfierJ to renHI in in the sta (e to which 
it has pleased God to call them. \Yhile 
the war vc,ts on I was wearied to death b, 
the fact that I could not get hold of a back 
Ly the Germ'm philosopher l"ictscho, who 
had written a book extolling \Yar. On every 
platform we were told what a wrctcho~J, 
111an this Xictschc wn:;:. I vvrrs keen on 
finding out what sort of a doublc-dved villain 
lw was, but it was not until the ,\·ar ceased' 
t!!at I was ablo to get hold of a copy of 
Ius book. After readmg his book, I C·onld 
almost imagine that Nictschc was sitting 
npposite, as his sm1ti1nents ar0 so like thosf'· 
of those hon. members. 

[12.30 p.m.] 
Listen to this little extract from his book--

" It is mere illusion and prettY senti
ment to expec(. much !even anvthin~ at 
all) from mankind if it forgE't; ho,~ to 
make war. As yet no moans are known 
which call so much into action as a 
great war that rough energv born of the 
camp, that deep impersonality horn of 
hatred, that conscience born of murder 

Jlir. F. A. Cooper.] 
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and cold-bloodedness, that fervour horn 
of effort in the annihilation of the 
enemy, that proud indifference to loss, 
to one's own existence, to that of one's 
fellows, to that earthquake-like soul
shaking which a people needs when it 
is losing its vitality." 

All the things which the Opposition have 
been standing for-the doctrine that war 
brings forth all that is good and great and 
noble in man-I find Nictsche advocated ten 
years ago. 

Mr. KELSO: We never saiJ that on this 
side. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Hon. members opvo
site could not say it as well ~..;ietsche said 
it, although their sentimenb arc the same as 
those of Nietschc. I find anothcl· German, 
who led armies-the German \Yar Lord, 
Count V on Moltke-said-

" Perpetual peace is a drc;n<~, and it 
is not even a beautiful dream. \Var is 
an element in the order of the worlJ 
ordained by God . . . . Without war 
the world would stagnate and lm;e itself 
in materialism.'' 

I place that side by side YYith many of the 
statements we have had from the Opposition, 
not only to-day, but on other occasions in 
regard to war. I cannot underotand hm,' 
anybody can look upon war as a thing 
to be admired, or as a thing even to be 
taught or urged. If the Minister goes o" 
with his policy of showing up the cruelty 
of war, showing its baseness and its evils, 
showing that it is waged not for the sake 
of humanity or for the good of the people 
at large, hut ior the interests of the few
if he will go on showing th,,t to the children 
and giving them the truth of things, there 
rrill be no tro1..1ble on this side of the 
Chamber. I cannot understand anybody 
grumbling ctbout showing the children the 
iniquities of war-there is nothing good 
about it-alld, if the Minister Yvill do that. 
he will earn the gratitude of everyone on 
this side of the Chamber. What we should 
clo when we meet the enemy, personally, I 
do not know, but I have always had a cer
tain admiration for two people I have reacl 
about, one of whom was a Pilgrim Father, 
who was crossing the ocean, when tho ship 
he was on was attacked by a pirate ship. 
They tried to put a gun into his hand, and 
he said, "No. I take no man's life." He 
refused to handle the gun, but he stood by 
the rail of the ship. and, when the pirate 
vessel can1e alongside and a pirat) put his 
hands on the rail, 'the Pilgrim Father 
grabbed an rrxc and cut the pirate's hands 
off and srtid '' Trtke thv hands off Yvhat 
does not belong to thee:" (Laughter.) I 
have a certain admiration for that man. I 
have no time for those: who sa~ that the 
best means for ensuring peace is, to lw rn·e
pared for war. I might mention that I had 
son1o {'anvassing to do on one occasion and 
I '\vent to a house, where I sa\.v a ·wife vvith 
an iron in her hand and the hccsband putting 
a piece of wood into the stove to make the 
iron hot. I thought that thing,; were all 
right there. I tried to be nice, and I nsed 
the old quotation and said, "Tlw Lord 
dwells in this house." Thr husband turned 
round from the fire place, and ,"'rtid, ''\!>le 
haYe peace, perfect peace hcrn. If slw 
heaves that iron at me, I will lay her out 
with this chunk of >Yood." (Laughter.) 
That has neve1· appealed to m0 as the best 
rn:cans of securing peace. 

[Mr. F. A. Coopw. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: It is preparation 
for war. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Exactly, and it 
would lead to it. Rather arn I with the 
general who stayed with the army all day 
till 6 o'clock and then retired, saying, " I 
am going ·to retire now because I am a bit 
weary." (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEACOX (Cunning ham): If there is 
to he any alteration made in the school 
books, I would prefer, after listening to the 
debate, to abide by what the hon. member 
for Gympie would do rather than the Secre
tary for Public Instruction. 

OPPOSITION ME:\!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. DEACON: Let me advise the 
Minister, not with any unfriendly feeling, 
that a lot of reputations have been wrecked 
by men doing things they did not kLow 
much about. (Opposition laughter.) I would 
advise the Minister to read much more and 
write _less. I do not want to pay too many 
comphments to the members of the Govern
ment this morning, but I believe that as a 
body they preach more humbug in a give!l 
time than any other body of men I have 
oYer listened to. (Opposition laughter.) l 
hoard the hon. member for South Brisbane 
preaching about the early history of war 
and referring to the worker. Let me rcmir:d 
the hon. member that in the beginning- of 
the Great vv·ar the socialists in Germany 
were well behind the German Government 
for the war. 

Mr. CoLLDlS: Thev voted against the first 
credit vote. • 

Mr. DEACON: The leaders of the 
socialistic movc>mcnt were behincl the Ger
man Government in the Great \Var. That 
has not been forgotten yet in socialistic 
circ1es on the Cuulillent. If the I\'IirristPr 
will read the utterances of the leaders on 
both sides of the qucotion, he will find that 
the greatest opposition in Gc-r:nany t.o thr
war came from the hankers and commercial 
people, because they feared ruin from the 
v;ar. The British Cabinet also met with 
opposition from bankers and commercial 
people because they feared that ruin would 
ensue from the war. It was the same in 
France, where the Cabinet met with similar 
opposition from those interests. No body in 
this country eYer wanted war. Let me 
point out to the Minister that, although 
there may be hon. members opposite who 
want war, he has nothing to ±car from 
hon. members on this side. If he does not 
want to go across the wat0r to look for 
people who want war, let me sufl'gest that 
he should sta1·t a war in the Cabinet in 
regard to somc things that are required for 
the Department of Public Instruction. 
There are some Government departments 
which haYe more money than they require, 
and it is all at the expense of the Depart
ment of Public Instruction. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR PPBLIC INSTRCCTio:<r : 
The expenditure in the department in 1914 
was £600,000, and now it is £1,250.000. 

Mr. DEACON: \Ve have to rcmPmher that 
the cost of everything is donble what it was 
then. 

The SECRETARY FOE Pcnrc I:<rsTw:CTTO:<r : 
VIr ages have not doubled~not the basic wage. 

Mr. DEACO:\: During the wu the 
department had necessarily to. hold over 
many improvements, and to neglect build
ings to a certain extent, but six years have 
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-elapsed oincc the war and the Government 
have not yet made a single attempt to 
finance the department and allow it to catch 
up with the arrears of work. There are 
schools all over the country which have not 
been pain tcd for years. 

An OPPOSITION JYlE:~iBER: In the cities, too. 

Mr. DEACO::--J: You can find them all over 
the conEtrv. There are some in mv clec~ 
toratc as ":eJl as in electorates of other hon. 
member>. A lot of schools ba·dly need 
painting, and sDme buildings are being 
attacked hy white anb. All this injury 
is done be(·au;:;-,: th? Government do not 
·give the Deparbnent of Public Instruc
tion mffieient money to enable the work to 
be kept up to date. 

Ai 12.40 p.m., 
'I'he CHAIR)IAX resumed the chair. 
Mr. DEACO::--J: H is not that we do not 

Taise the 1nonoy, because wo do, but \Ye 
~rJend too much foolishly in other di'l·ections, 
<>.nd I ther0fore hope that the :Minister will 
take that war to the Cabinet and make his 
crusade there in favour of his departmeelt. 

Like many oth·~r hon. members, I have 
had 0\·ery consideration from the ofliccrs of 
the department. Thoro are some verv 
capable men in th· dcpwrtmcnt, and I hope 
tbe Mini,tcr will take heed of their views, 
:tnd not act so n1uf'h on his own itnpulses. 
(Laughtnr.) He ought to recognise that the 
l"'!len who have be(~l rarrying on rC>sponsiblc 
work in the depal'imcnt are likely to know 
much more about it than a man who has 
been thoro only a short time. 

l\Ir. COLLIXS: You do .'not ·believe in 
n:~prn~ :mtatiYe go\-crnment. \Ye represent 
1he people. 

JI.I'l·. DEACON: So do I. Let me borrow 
a quotation from ihc hon. member for South 
Brio,ba:w. I say that in these things the 
people have no voice. Things ars done 
.a.bout vvhich they know nothing. I hope that 
Fomc ondcaxour \Yill be made-th8 rospon-
ibility rests on th .. members of the Govern

ment and their oolitical follow<'rs-to brina 
this department · llp to the <a to it shm;i:J 
be in. It has been stance!. There hns never 
been ""Y attempt in the last six years 
since the war to put the schools on a 
r~ropcr foC?ting. There are many othel· things 
I would hke to talk about, but th<~rc is 01 o 
i11 particular to which the Minister ought 
hf give SC'rious ccnsidcration. I refer to 
the opening and closing of countrv schools. 
'I'he·ro is a rule that there must be· a certai·1 
number of ehildr ,,, bdoJ'G a school will be 
cpened-thcro n1ust be nine or ten. I think 
we ouo·ht to give children the onnortunit; 
cf education if any number at all ~is aYaii
able; at any rate, we should make an effort 
in that dire"'t ion. The people in the countrv 
arc r·o anxious fo1' the oducation of thoi'r 
children that they are willing to putc them 
intD a ,.hod or any other building so long 
as they can get them taught. I \{now that 
the department is teaching children by cor· 
respondence, and that a lot of good ·work 
has bc'n done in that respect; but corrc
spondcu ., schooling is not all that c:m J,,. 
done, and I hope that in anv futuro con· 
sideration of'the expense involved of teaching 
in srnall ar.~as, son1e attention will be- given 
to that question, The people >vho go out 
Dn to the laPel pro,.ide all the wealth of this 
country. The primary producer-whether 
he be farmer, grazier, or miner-produces all 
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our wealth, and in this respect he needs more 
encouragement than he is getting to-day, 
\Ve know tha.t the department has done a 
great deal. We all say that it is a. good 
depa·rtment-nobody can deny that-but it 
could be much better. It is nitiahle that 
the Labour party, who above all others 
should sta.ncl for education, have neglected 
their opportunities. It is a disgrace that 
the department should be treated :ts it is. 
The Minister tolls me that it costs more now 
than it did some time back, but much of the 
extra cost is not going to the chtldren, and 
I hope that sometl1ing will be done in that 
direction. 

Mr. LLOYD (Itri1•in Grove): On this vote 
I :rnopose to confine myself to the gene·ral 
pohcy of the Department of Public Instruc
tion, with sp<Jcial reference to the question 
"·hich has been raiced in a certain statement 
by the Minister as to references to war iu 
the teaching of history in our State schDols. 
There is no proposal to eliminate all refer
ence to war f.rom the school books. IV" are 
not responsible here for the report which 
reached us the other day of what the 
Minister for Educ,tion in Victoria said 
about this matter, or for what was in his 
mind when he said it-if he did say it. 
\Ve are considering only our own policy, 
as declared by the Secretary for Public 
Instruction in Queensland, and I do 
not see m it any proposal to cut out 
all reference to war. \Vhat we do 
propose is to show YYar forth in its true 
light. The glorious side, the glamour of it, 
io, so far as I know, invariably presented 
by men who have never seen YYar. I happen 
to be one of the men who have not seen 
war myself, but I must admit, judg·ing by 
the speeches of hon. members on the Opposi
tion benches and on this side YYho have 
really s~en 1:var, tha.t this glamonr of war 
is He,-er held up to admiration by men who 
have \::een there and ha vo seen what really 
happens. It seems to me that it has always 
been an unreal at'nosphcro created by those 
\vho have not se0n war fron1 1vhat other 
peon\o ha.ve said or bec~use th<"' allowed 
thei:r imagination to get the bcttc·;, of their 
< ,Jmn1onsen~.,~. There arc certain articles in 
our school reader; and papers which do 
conYoy to the children this f.alse ,.;amour 
of war. which makes manv a man think that 
the noblest thing iu which he can possibly 
engage is a fight, irrespective of the merits 
of the sido which he is taking, There is 
nothing wrong, so far as I can see, in that 
feeling, which is ir.hcrcnt in !.'\Try rnan, of 
flghting ag.1..i1:-"t what he consicL rs to be 
intolomblo wrong. and I do not think it is 
the policy of the Minist or or of the Govern
ment to do anything that will diminish that 
spirit; but thne is so.netl.inv, decidedly 
wrong when Jnen a re prepared to come for
ward and tell us that it is ri"ht for men to 
risk their lives in a fight when they et.ro not 
pa·rticularly conecrned in what they are 
going to fight about. So long as it is 
possible for men to recruit for fighting 
service in ignora.;u-.~· without any question as 
io the merits of dw cause "hi eh lhcv are 
espousing, so long is there so.ncihing ~,·hich 
it is the special b:;.eine~s of n1odern education 
to eradicate. Thot, I take 't, is tho pur
;;oso of the Minister in revising the school 
readers .and the ,'-chool papers. It is quite 
wrong to imagine that a dc,sire for world 
r:·eace will create a helpless community-a 
community which has no desire to fight for 

Mr. Lloyd.] 
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itself. The desire for universal peace on the 
part of citizens of a community will not ip 
1he "lightest degree diminish that quality 
which we call courage. The quality of cour
ege is not an elementary quality. It is corn
pounded of eeveral impulses, and the one 
about which we are mostly concerned is the 
impulse which prompts a man to forget 
himself in time of danger. A great deal 
of nonsense is talked about the fighting 
spirit. It i.s supposed to be a primitive 
iwstinct. inherent in man. Even a superficial 
study of the history of the human race will 
disprove that. 

Delight in war is not a primitive instinct. 
With the most p;·irnitive tribes in the world 
thoro is no such thing as war. There al'€ 
unseemly scraps over personal property and 
ever women, but <Jrganise.d war is a thing 
1 hat does not begin until man has reached a 
(•ertain degree of social organisation. To go 
further back than that, man on the evidence 
of his physical structure was not originally 
a killing animal, and to those who believe 
in evolution there is ihe evidence that the 
nearest relative to man am'ongst the ·less 
developed types of life is not a killing animal 
('ithcr. \Var is .sorncthing that has grown 
out of the temporary r~, 'Cessitics of a certain 
Rtag-c of ~ocial organisation, and whcn wu 
havD completed the work of social organisa
tion the d~'ire fm· war ought to disappear 
What we call a desire for fighting is simply 
a desire for int::n.sity of expericnc,;-a dcsiro 
which is more in evidence in the civiliecd man 
1 han in the savage. It is 0rroneons to sup
po·o that, with peaceful conditions and higher 
idcah:, courage dirninigh ::;. The ciYillscd n1a~1 
uf the pre>,cnt day has more courage than 
the n1an of primitive c-onnnunitics right Lark 
to the beginning of tirne. LPt m(' digrpss 
a little on this matt0r. At th,· p1·cs0nt tim<· 
nwn are fl_ving. I speak with r0gard to actual 
!lying without propulsion hv ~ngincs. ln 
France a record has been put up for ci[fht 
hours in tho air by a man on a glider without 
any eng-ine at all. The appliance's that aro 
!lsed for that purpose could have been built 
in tho days of the Homan Empirf'. Thev 
could have bPon built in tbe davs of ancient 
Egypt, and the reason why flying was not 
accomplished in the earlv davs \Vas bPcau;;;e 
man hn . .J not dev0l0ped th0 COUJ'O i!<' to do it. 
Take the cas0 of the a~censlon of our highest 
mountains. It is a littl" more than a centurv 
ago when the highest n1o:._1ntain in Europ.o 
was iirst ascended by man. That C'< uld ha\'C 
been done in the da:- s of the Roman Empire, 
and the onlv rc·a~on v.-hY it was not done 
was h:'cause ·man had not. then developed the 
coura"e to do it. This courag·c would not. 
"" obliterated if we put more human ideals 
before the younger members of the com
munity. That feeling is thcr0. and when it 
is required, it will be called upon. It is 
nonspnse to say that, if we do not keep con
si antly showing the young children of our 
sehools the glamour of war. if we do not 
constant!,- keep them smelling blood. the 
rtuality of courave will die out. History 
has shown that the quality of real courage 
has increased with civilisation, and that it 
dol', not diminish, and there is absolutelv no 
chng·er \\·hatever in putting mor·2 pca~eful 
alld more humane ideals before our younger 
generation. 

There is the view that this impulse which 
makes men fight, and makes them tnke a 
gamble on war will remain there. and men 
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will light because of the desire for thi" 
intensity of experience. But that again '" 
\\'Tong, becau&? there are rnanv other .direc
tior" in which those impulses earl be diverted. 
The same quality that makes a brave 
soldier rnakeo the missionary, the martyr, the 
lDVPntor, and the explorer, and rnore particu
larly those who take great poroonal risks in 
tlwir efforts to achieve advances in science. 
Thoro will be plenty of outlet for that spirit, 
and it is the business of the edu< :~tor to point 
out to the ri~1ng generation that there ar: 
better outlets for this impulse than there are 
in war. 

In trro teaching of history I do not think 
Yf'r.V much can be done bv a mere excision or 
sir,nply cutting out the different parts dealing 
wrth the glamour of war. There is tocJ 
much else ouhtanding which \vi!! undo tb" 
m'gative r: suits of excision from the school 
books. Ther<> must bo positive teaching oll 

the matter. \Vo rnnst teach the pupils what 
nearly every thinking writer in the civili, d 
w,wld at present professes to believe in. Tha• 
is. that another great war has a very big 
chanc0 of leading to the extinction of civilisa
tion. Thosf.' are the facts that we must pnt 
before the pupils. \Vo arc accused on this 
side of not giving sufficient recognition to 
'vhat has be"L'll rlonc by previous Gorernment:-: 
That is one of the charg·es, just or not, that 
I have certainly never been guilty of. l 
ihink that I can make out the best case fo,· 
this Govern m "nt by putting on one sidt' 
everything that has really been done by pa" 
Government-,, and by putting on the othet· 
side everything that has reallv been don<' 
by this Government. " 

In connection with this matter I will go 
hack to twentv vcars before tbe virus of th~ 
great imperialisti<: reaction contaminated the 
h'aching in our schools. I \vill read Eon1ethin~ 
from one of tlw official reatlors of twen(,. 
~rears ago-possibly t\venty-fivc :vears ago-
1o show how war was present ~d to the chi!
dren thC'n, and I propose to resume the sanw• 
lines now. TbPsc arc sorr1' verses that 
nppear0d in a "(;entury Reader " 'vhich wn.;;; 
taken out about a <]Uart.er of a century ago. 
It i,; <'ntitl,,d, "A Little Soldier." There i
a picture her' of boys evidently playin,r 
~oldiers. ono boy in front \vith a clrum, and 
'mother bov behind with a flag. Other bo~·' 
huve smncthing- representing \veapons. ~-'\ho\ -~ 
it there is a picture of something \Yhich i< 
appar ·ntly tl10 hov's mind, and which is the 
official repr< ,pntation of a battlefield. Thes 
arc the verses-

"Drumming avyay, 
Merry and gay, 

J ohnny goes merrily, 
Drun1ming away, 

Marching along, 
Rttncly and strong, 

:Yierrily dmmming, 
And singing his song. 

•· \\7~181~ h_e's ~ man, 
1 hrs Is his plan, 

He'll be a soldier, 
And do what he can, 

Marching away, 
Happy and gay, 

Merrilv merrilv 
Drmn;,ing all 'clay." 

The third verse deals with the reality of 
war. There is a man lying down on th" 
ground apparently ·disabled, and about to h8' 
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crushed by the w h0c Is of n gun carriage. 
The verse ·goes on this way~ 

'· Johnn'l my son, 
War isn't fun. 

' Tis a terrible thing 
When once it's begun; 

Famine aDd "~of?, 
For high and for low, 

And a great deal more, 
Than drumming, you kno·w-." 

I will give past GoYernrnents credit for 
wmething they put before the children 
in the "Third CDntury Reader." I am 
not goincr to worry hon. members oppo
site with ~the pernicious productions of paci
fists. I am going to giYe them something 
that was done b; their predecessors. This 
is what appears in the " Third Century 
Reader"~ 

"A TALE oF V\oE. 
"The apples are ripe in the orchard, 

The work of the reaper is done, 
And the golden woodlands redden 
In the light of the ·dying sun. 

"At the cottag2 door the Grandsire sits, 
Pale, in his easy chair; 

While the gentle wind of twilight 
Plays with his silYer hair. 

" A woman is kneeling beside him, 
A fair young form is pressed 

In the first wild passion of sorrow 
Against his aged breast." 

The verses depict that after the battle had 
ended this couple had all that \Vas dear to 
them taken away fr_om them. Verses like 
that, without showmg up !he grue3ome 
fpatures, tend to show children the realities 
of war as they apply to those who take part 
in it and the realities to those who are 
affected without taking active part in it. 

This is one of those subjects on which a 
great deal has heen said and on which there 
is a gTea t deal of danger of digression. As 
I intPnd to speak on other votes, I have done 
my best on this occasion to confine myself 
to the general aspects of the policy of the 

:Minis'cr. There is a tendencv 
[2 p.m.] in ·debates to speak diagramati-

t"Lllv. I do not know whether I 
am raining thal expression, but its meaning 
is obvious to those who know what a diagram 
is. When a lectur·cr is giving a lecture on, 
say, the surface features of a certain coun
try, he puts a diagram on the blackboard, 
upon which all heights and depths are 
greatly exaggerated, because, if ho put a 
representation true to the scale, his line 
would be indistinguishable from a straight 
line. There is a tendency in debate to speak 
diagramatically. 'rhal is to say, to exag
gerate on every side-to give a wrong impres
sion of what we attack and of what we are 
adyocating. Many speeches delivered this 
morning would have indic:J.tcd to a stranger 
that ono side of the Chamber was advocating 
an implacable policy of blood-thirsty aggres
siveness, and that the other side was advo
cating a reckless policy of lie-down pacifism. 
That is not the position at all. A few 
tompPrate speeches that were ddivercd this 
morning- sho,vcd that \VC arc all concerned 
in the solutio'1 of the worldwide question as 
to how 'o bring war to an end. In that 
mathr we are simplv at one with all the 
f2TC3t thiPkPrs who write on such questions 
at the pro· ent lime. 

I was impre<sed with the first part of the 
speer·h of 'he hon. member for Albert. If 

something had happened to interrupt him 
in the last five minutes of his speech before
he got into a very perfunctory jingoism, 
it would have been one the best speeches, 
if not the best speech, delivered on this 
question. The hon. gentleman's contri
bution to the debate, however, was a valu
able one. 'l'he hon. gentleman did not 
come forwar.d with argument, but he 
came forward and gave evidence. The 
hon. gentleman told us of the impres
sions made upon him as a boy by 
certain litcratur·e; he told us of the impres
sion made on him by his reading of Virgil. 
Evidently, the hon. gentleman was a boy· 
who made good progress in Latin to have 
got to a stage at which re-ading that language· 
made any impression, because, unfortunately. 
to most boys Latin is only a cipher which· 
thev translate into English, and they think 
in English while doing so. The hon. gentle
man spoke of the impression made on his 
mind bv Fitchett. The writings of Fitchett, 
especially in that work of his " Deeds that 
vVon the Empire," are the most misleading 
and nernicious literature that could be put 
before :~·oung people. The fact that a cul
tured gentleman like the hon. gentleman 
could ha,·e been misled in his early youth by 
rubbishv literatur-e of that kind, with the 
result that he now comes forward and de
scribes it as something of the best~some
thing which it would be deplorable to deprive 
bovs of~is one of the surest pieces of cvi
den~c that we should he careful as to what 
we put before our children. 

All hon. members arc pretty well agreed 
on the undesirability of war, but hon. 
members opposite are in doubt as to the 
practicability of securing universal peace, 
of what steps we are going to take, of how 
we shall meet aggression in the future. 1 
am not going into that at all. I recognise 
the necessity for being prcparEld to enable 
reforming comrnunities to resist Fascisti vio
lence, whethci· from within or without. I 
recognise that •.omcthing must be done to try 
and get in touch with the other pcopl<JS of the 
world and to get them to think the same way 
as we think; but, first of all, we must agree· 
amongst ourselves as to the right mctho<:J. 
It is the dutv of the Secretan- for Pubhr: 
Instruction not only to go iu fm: the excision 
of what we think detrimental to our youth, 
but to substitute suitable propaganda in 
return. 

I shall make only ono more remark. and 
pr-esume to giYo a little advice to the Secre
tary for Public Instruction. \Ve hear a 
great deal about a certain class of men try
ing to get in touch with Mars. I advise the 
hon. gentleman to do something ori the same 
lines, but something far less pretentious and 
far more practicable, and that is to try and 
get in touch with the other Australian States 
and endeavour to achieve some unitv of aim 
in the teaching of our Australian children. 
(Hear, hear!) 

Mr. PETERSON (S ormanby): There is. 
DO question that this has been a most inter
e·· ting debate in connection with the utte!· 
ances made by the SGcretary for Publw 
Instruction a little while ago. I do not 
intend to criticise those utterances, as 
enough has been said on the mbject by 
l:on. members on both sides When we view 
this war-feeling aspect that may be incul
~ated into the young, we should try and 
raise ourselves a little above the subject, 
and realise that there arc other matters 
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affecting the community which are almost 
as sordid and gruesome as war itself. Re· 
•Cently I read some statistics that had been 
<Compiled. 'rake for instance the question 
·Of " Spanish Flu," or what was known as 
pneumonia influenza. "' e find from the 
records published that twice as many people 
died in Europe from that scourge as were 
killed in the Great ·war. Then wA have tlw 
.statistics of America, published the other 
day, where it was shown that twice as ma11y 
.people wore killed by motor cars in America 
last year as ihere were Americans killed 
in the Great War. '!'hen we have a greater 
scourge than all of these put together. Our 
·statistics have repeatedly warned us of the 
danger that is rapidly creeping over the 
Commonwealth of Australia, including 
Queensland, in connection with venereal 
-disease. \Vhat has been done in regard to 
venereal disease and its effect upon the 
_young people in the community? 

Hon. M. J. KTRW.\~: Five hundred 
thousand people in Australia are suffering 
from it. 

i\-lr. PETERSOJ'\: The Assistant Home 
Secretary bears vut my contention. \Vhilo 
we may siand for high a~:d noble principles 
so far as "·ar is concerned, as the hon. mem
ber for Kelvin Grove poiHted ou1, let us not 
try to aim at i\lars-at something intangible 
-iet us try and do somethmg "ithin the 
realms of possibility. \Ve can do something 
through Olll' school system to impede the 
onward march of this scourge. I have spoken 
in 1his Chamber before on this matter. I 
have pleaded as one ir~dividnal that it is 
the function of the S'tato at the earliest 
possible moment, through its valuable educa
tional syst~m, to do something in this direc
tion. I do not sav the whole of the teachers 
should be responsible for education of that 
kind. as many of the teachers a re over
worked at the present time. But there 
·should b.:· a sex hygiene class for bovs and 
girls when they reach the age of puberty, 
where theY could be instructed in the dang·ers 
-that surro':'nd them if they are not properly 
warned ot these dangers. I have here a 
beak which I obtaine·d from the librarv 
<Called "Sex Education and NationO:l 
Health," by C. Gasquoine Hm·tley, and on 
page 87 he Sl!mmarises his conclusions in 
:this way-

" Some such plan as I have advocated 
i' a reform in our educational pro
gTamme that, I think, must come. 
Classes, in which the \vork is specially 
arranged and quite different from the 
ordinary school course, will be a'tached 
to every efficient school. Girls and boys, 
before the onset of puberty, will enter 
these classes, which will prepare them, 
when their sexual hP:dth is established, 
for the harder work of the higher school. 
I'<'rha ps even a better plan would be to 
ha :ve sp-ecial adolescent schools provided, 
prderably in the country, where all work 
and play coul-d be done out of doors, 
which the boys and girls will enter at 
the annroach of pubortv. The teachers 
for such schools will need to be specially 
trained; they also ought to have had a 
much wider exp0rience of life than i' 
usual to the teacher. Ono of the staff 
should hovr> been trained as a doctor. 
The difficulties of the establishment of 
snch sclw-ols. of cours-e, are num<'rom. 
For one thing, the expense would necAS· 
sarily be g-r0at. and it may be thought 
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that this alone makes the plan imprac
ticable. I can only answer that any 
expenditure which will produce fit 
fathers and fit mothers for , he race is 
>tn expeHse that wc;uld be met by a wise 
nation. -whC'n it learns to understand the 
folly of our waste of the youth of each 
generation by our bungling attempts at 
education.'' 

I do not know· what he means by the wordo 
"our bungling atternpb at educabon." but 
probably he is referring to the teaching of 
sex h;, gienc. \Y c have heard a lot of tn1th, 
no doubt. of the huge \Yaste _of human life 
in war. There is no denying tha. fact, and 
may the time speedily come when the workers 
and others conc.erned will say that war is to 
bn n-o more. Let ns hope for that time, but 
in the meantime we hav-e a paramount duty, 
as a Parliament and as a Gover:~ment, io 
see to it that the young who pass through our 
hands are given an opportunity to get away 
from that system of ignorance, which has 
been in existence sinc-e time immen1orial. 
I make no apology for bringing this subject 
bcforl' Parliamen'. The statistics on this 
matter arc so appalling that the time is 
ripe "hen the Government should do some
thing in the matter. I am sure the lwn. 
gr>.ntlem 1n in charge of the department will 
<·nrn comiderablP o:rat:tndc from he com
munltv at larg·C if ·he 'vill tnkc :::tcps in the 
dirPctien I have mggestcd, so that it can be 
said that C'uu'n dand is the fir<t State in 
the Commonwcnl h that has embarked on a 
camprtign of this ratnre. I feel sure that 
the ncpcnditure involvcrl in snch a laurl" blP 
under-taking, which would rr>'nlt in great 
bcn0fit to tho,,e concerned. would be willingh' 
met bv tlvc c-ommunity at large, I do not 
int<'nd to dilate anv more on that matter 
othPr than to sav th~t therre are other Cftnses 
b .. ·,irlcs war whi.ch bring about great loss of 
life. 

I wish to touch upon one or two little 
matters in connection with the policy of 
education generally. \Ye have to admit that 
our system of educatiou in Queensland, 
gE'nerally speaking, is all that one could 
desire. 1 have never had any occasion to 
find fault with it, but I do find fault-and 
not in a trivial way-with the policy that 
has been in operation for a long time past, 
both by previous Governments and by the 
present Goven)ment. where large areas of 
land are thrown open fo1· settlement. I had 
experience of it myself in the Dawson 
Valley, People residing in these areas with 
their children have had to wait for verv 
many years for school facilities. In th'8 
Dawson Valley it took me nearly five years, 
in some instances, to obtain schools for 
settlers in various parts of the di•,tricts. I 
thanked the Minister at the time, and I 
have been thankful ever since, for the school 
facilities which were provided. This i' the 
point I wish to emphasise: Is it nDt possible, 
when the Government embark on gigantic 
land SPitlcment schemes. and where 1bev 
know they are going to get a good numbc.r 
of settlers, to put up schools on the area 
before the settlers go there·? If we take the 
optin1istic forecasts of ~linisters into con
sideration, I think it is a fair thing to have 
the schools built in a,nticipr.6on of th<~ 
families \Vho go there. Many a settler has 
come into my electorate, and first of all 
inqmred a bout school facil'ties, and if the 
facilities have not been there they have 
gone away to other districts where school 
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facilities were provided. There is nothing 
wrong in making the suggection that it 
would be a wise policy on the part of the 
Minister to see that schools are erected in 
new areas that are to be thrown open before 
lhe settlers go on the ground at all. 

vYe have had the hon. member for 
Burnett complaining about schools in the 
Upper Burnett aeca. "\Ye were told, when 
that scheme went through, that there ere 
to be schools built in the Upper Burnctt in 
anticipation of scttlcmcrct, but those schools 
have not materialised. nor have they 
materialised in any part of m:c· electorate. 
Take the soldier settlement at Calmorun, in 
my district. Those men have been settled s x 
years there, and it was only three months 
ago that a school building was provided. I 
think it ., ould be a wise policy on the part 
of those responsible to see that schools arc 
provided in anticipation of settlement. lt 
is not a lair thing to deprive the <"hildrc,n 
of the settlers of the benefit of c:duc-ation 
for four or five years. I am not one oi those 
who think you can put up schools where 
there are onlv two or three children. That 
1s not feasibfo, nor is it possible 10 finance 
ouch a scheme. I tru·t that the l\linister 
will see fit to give some oxpre,c ·JOn of 
opinion with regard to the suggestions I 
have P'.lt forward. 

Mr. HARTLEY (F'mroy): As fu J.s the 
g·pneral polit:y of the department lHts gone, 
it has been satisfactory, with one exception, 
that is, in regard to the technical colleg0 at 
Rockhampton. I think that the State ccluca
tional system is a sound system. It has 
been well thought out. and up to now it has 
been carried out efficiently to the advantage 
of the children and in the interests of the 
manufacturing and commercial industries of 
the State. Our objective alwa;-s was that 
the whole svstem of education should bo 
entirely Stat~·controlled and State-supported. 
The only way in "hich that can be achieved 
is by linking the State primary schools with 
the high schools and the technical colic;gcs 
and the university, but so far as Rock
hampton is concerned, there is a very bad 
break in the progress from the State schcol 
to the university in that the department has 
recently decided that pupils studying for 
the senior university examination shall no 
longer receive tuition at the high school 
and technical college in Rockhampton. That 
decision has been made on the score of 
exp<cnse, and. I want to point out to the 
Mmtster that a very fallacious reason is put 
forward for it. .At the pt"cscnt time we 
endow the grammar schools and "''condary 
de1wminational schools where thcv take 
sc-holarship pupils, and I cannot for "til;c life 
of me see why senior students should not be 
allowed to continue their studies nt tho 
tcr,bnical college and high school m Rock
humpton. It simph means that. if the 
Government arc going to sa',' that on the 
score of expense only a few pupils are to be 
taught and they are to be sent to a grammar 
school or some denominational schooL the" 
admit that the education of the children of 
the State bcvond the junior universitv 
standard is Impossible undN the Shto 
syotem. If they, nevertheless. subsidise and 
depend on grammar schools for education to 
the senior university standard, they tako up 
a very fallacious attitude. There is an 
examination for students for the senior 
university examinations coming forward, 
and I hope that before that time a 

rearrangement will be made "hereby ~t will 
be possible for them to be educated 1': the· 
technical college and high school. It 1s no· 
use saying that we have not the staff, because 
a great number of our grammar school 
teachers were Sta to school teachers and, so·. 
far as my experience goes, the very best 
education that can be given has been and IS 

being gi_ven by the State scnool teachers. I 
do not mtend to go any further except to 
make it quite clear that I do not approve of 
the department's present method of keepmg 
do _,,-n expenditure or with the . departt:re 
from the syst€·.n of State education whiCh 
this system involves. Seeing that we have 
scholarships, I cannot see why students for 
the senior university exan1ination cannot be
taur,-ht in our mvn high school at Rock
hampton. 

\Yith regard to the question of what we 
shall teach and what we shall not teach in 
our State schools with regard to history and 
Tar, I believe that, if a man is proud of h1s 
country and if he thinks that it is the best 
country in the world, with the best institu
tiOJ;s, and giving the wide<t and greatest 
freedom of any country, it is worth fighting
for if necess>try. On that definition, then I 
am a militarist. If a man bl'lieves in h1s 
coLmtry with its instihttions and its blunders 
and its mistakes. whether it was to blow 
open the door of China for the opium trade 
or. as the hon. member for \Van·ego mis
takenly said, the assault on little Transvaal 
~if any of these things are worth having, 
then they are worth fighting for and worth, 
maintaining in the present system of soci~ty, 
and therefore I make no excuse for saymg 
that at the present time I am a jingo. 

OPPOSITION 1\iE;IIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HARTLEY: ::\ow, what are we going 
to do ? Are we going to teach in school. 
hisiories that war is at times unavoidable 
and necessary, or that uuder ·all circunl
stances it must be regarded as a thing of 
horror? Anv man with anv sense knmn that 
no ~oldicrs ;velco1ne ,:var. " 

0PI'OSI'riGN ~lE,rBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. HARTLEY: No matter what their· 

traini1lg er w-hat their Pnviron1ncnt has been, 
they look w·ith stern seriousnes.' and pm·nest
ncss for a way to avoid war short of lying 
do'.Yn and saying to the other fellow, '· Kick 
me." 

OPPOSITION MEniBERS : Hear, hear ! 
1fr. H.ARTLEY: That is th.' only position 

that any natiDn can f'VC'r "take up 'vhich, 
follows on the lines that have been so soundly 
laid down by the Labour party and hoaestly 
administered bv ::~.. Torv Government for a 
"hart period w};ich put Australia in the posi
tion she was in at the outbreak of the last 
great di.<astrous war. \Ve were taught to 
stand by the country we belong to. and if we 
go do~vn, '' e f'hall go down with it. 1-Io~v IS 

ihe Labour mov0mcnt going to turn rocmd 
now and teach a different doctrine from what 
,,·as taught since 1909. when the Fisher C'rll
vcrnment introduced the' Defence Act 
onbodyi::g compulsory training? Since vve 
undertook in 1914 to take part in a, campaign 
which justified the vvidc v'ision of nationhnod 
on the ·]lart of a Labour Government and our 
claim that we not on!-- had an arm\· in 
Australia readv to def8nd Australia.- but 
because of the far-sighted policy of the, 
Labour Govern>nent, the Australian coast 
and the ('ucensland coast w?re safe because 
we haq the battle cruiser " Australia " and· 

Mr. Hartley.] 
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the cruisers " Sydney " and " Melbourne " 
to defend them, and 1 hose same cruisers safe
guarded the Pacific Ocean from experien<Jing 
the horrors of war, are \Ye now going to 
teach that that policy was wrong·' It was 
with pride that we went forward in the 
election of 1915 and claimed that the Fisher 
Ministry'> war policy was our policy. and 
an~ we going to turn round no\v and say 
in the school books that this policy was a bacl 
pohcy, and should ncvN have bceu carried 
out? '>Vo cannot do it. 

OPPOSITION J\IE11IBER'>: Hear, hear ! 
The SECHETARY FOR P"CBLIC INSTRUCTION : 

Where does the hon. gentleman get those 
b(lntlments? 

Mr. HARTLEY: I want to ask the Minister 
how he is going to teac·h iu the schoDl books 
thai we should not glorify war. You cannot 
hf'1p it. If vve mention vvar at all, we 1nust 
mention the deeds that have be· •n accom
plished; we n1ust nwntion tho Yictories as 
well as the defeats. You mnst sav whether 
they are right or \Yhctlwr thc'y a"re wrong·. 
Since 1914 'vo have said that we V\7 Cr·:_) right
that we wanted an Australian arrnv to defeliCl 
Australia. and that we wanted an· Australian 
nav.v to safeguard our coasts. Frorn the v0rv 
·inception and by the very acceptance of tlu;t 
poiicy we commenced to build a navy, and 
we arc to~day training n1orc young men of 
the ages of sixteen, sevente<'n, and cightc-rn 
than we eyer trained before. The verv 
acceptance of that policy goes to show that 
we believe that there \Yill be war, and that 
we admit ther-2 it 110 gPtting a\vav from war. 
I ask the Minister then, what is the sense of 
training, as we han' trained, 700 000 men 
:between the ages of eighteen and thirty-five, 
of whom more than 550.000 are not married 
·and haye never been married-what is the 
nsc of having a policy like that, and th ·n on 
the other hand teach the growing generation 
that the policy pl"PYiously adopted \Yas wrong 
and something abhorrent, and that the tPach
ing of brave deeds is abhorrent? 

The SECRETARY FOH PcBLIC IxSTHlCCTION: 
That is not suggested. 

~Ir. HARTLEY: I am not blaming thc 
'hon. gentl0man in a per anal sense for \\hat 
he has sairl. I am blami11g the wisdom of 
his policy in attclllpting to create this feel
ing, csp"f'lali:.- in this 1wtiou arr1ongst all 
1:ations of the \Yol'id, which is w open to 
·attack under ccrta in circun::sianccs. 

The SECHETAHY FOR PuBLIC INSTRCCTJON : 
Should "'' o not know \vheu we arc going to be 
att cc ked? 

211r. I-IARTLKY: It does not matter 
,dwthcr we know or whether we ·do not; T 
w •nt tho hon. g·olltlcman to realise that I 
vil'W his poliry as rni~chiovous intcrft'rence 
with sentiment in attempting- to teach that 
doctnno now. I admit that it will be a 
gloriou"· thing \vhrn we can 1ru:;:t earh otheT 
and get dmYn to bedrock to such an extent 

as to be able to say to the men 
[2.30 p.m.] in Germany-whom I hold at the 

present with very deep contempt 
-to the men of America, and pO'"iblv the 
workers of Japan. "YE's, we will make no 
more guns; v~·,,: will build no more warships, 
and we will bnild no aeroplanes for warlike 
purposes." vVhen \YC come to that stage 
there will be a union of international 
brotherhood of tlw wcrkl. We then shall be 
able to sav that in absolute faith and trust. 
When we can b<> e.ssured that there 
will be no viol"tion of that agrf'ement. then. 
and not till then, we shall be in a position 

[ lir. Hartley. 

to teach what the hon. gentlem·an wants to 
teach in the school books of Australia. But 
until such a time arrives we would be very 
foulish to do anything that would tamper 
with national sentiment. Australia is part of 
the Empire and is under that flag, and we 
should stand solidly behind the policy we 
are at present pursuing. 

OPPOSITION :MniBERS : Hear, hrar ! 
Mr. KING: \Ve shall have 1o await a 

reL'on::-tru.ction of hun1an nature. 

.i\Ir. HARTLEY: I am quite sure that at 
the outbreak of war in 1914, 200,000 out of 
the 329,800 men who went from Australia 
had not the faintest intention of engaging 
in war when first war broke out, but they 
went beeause they realised as that war pro
grossed that they must go. It was not 
because they belonged to the militaristic 
class that they wanted to go io war. l 
am quite sure that those 200,000 men 
had not the faintest idea beforehand of 
hu,·ting anyone; but as the war pro
gressed their own consciences or something 
within them told them to go and be trained 
to become soldiers and fight in that war, 
because they felt within them an irresistible 
impulse to defend the principles of right; 
and they put their lives and their bodies 
bcJtween the horrors of Europe and the homes 
of Australia. They did not go, as was con
temptuously said by the hon. member for 
\V an·cgo, to be made fodder for cannon. 
They did not go because their minds had 
been inflamed previously by teachings of 
war. They went because the national spirit 
had beeome awakened in their minds. That 
sentiment compelled many thousands of men 
to go and see as far as possible that not only 
the undertaking of Andrew Fisher that Aus
tralia would be there to the last man was 
carried out. but also to avert defeat of the 
Empire. vVar is a natural sequence follow
ing on the failure of appeal to reawn. \Vhen 
moral force fails, the only method of adjust
ing or overcoming a dispute is by appealing 
to force. 

Mr. RIORDAX : Why not appeal to reason? 

;y1r. HARTLEY: Would the hon. member 
appeal to the reason of a man if he came 
into his house and commenced to break up 
the furniture? He would not say, "\Voll, 
comrade. I do not think this is right." 
(Opposition laughter.) I would not like to 
b~ the burglar. (Laug·hter.) There is a 
time when no appeal to reaoon is possible, 
anrl force only must be U'ed. 

lVIr. RIORDAN : The a ppcal to reason in 
that case would be bv the burglar to me, 
but il10re was no appeal to the reawn of the 
workers when the war broke out. 

:;\Ir. HARTLEY: I say that the hon. 
n10mbQr js "Tong. 

The SECRETAHY roH PUBLic INSTRUCTION: 
Th0 b'Hi! lar started ten yf\;HS before war 
brcke out. 

Mr. HARTLEY: A State Plection at 
\\·hich this party came into powr·r was 
l:eld about eight months after war broke 
out, and I and many other hen. members 
c,n this side on that ocn.sion oxtolh•d the 
far-sirrhted policy of Andre·., Fisher and the 
Labo~·r GoYf'mment in haYin!l' an Australian 
navv. \Ve extolled his decloration that 
.Aus.tr<tlia was in ihe war to th0 last man 
and to the last shilling. Wo soid the war 
wonld be pur3ued on thet policv. I did 
not hear of anv candidate renudioting our 
going into the "war. T say that the public 
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then had the chance to choose. Thev could 
have rejected us then because we were 
~.dvocating a wariike policy. After this 
lapse of time and after the war is won, it is 
I!O good saying thd we were not consulted 
111 the progress of lhat war. 

If we arc not to have an appen l to force 
when the law of moral suasion has failed, 
why do we continue our police force to-clay'! 

OPPOSITION ]\!(EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. HARTLEY: Why try this medicine 
-on the children in the State sehooh? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTRUCTION : 
You cannot teach an old dog new tricks. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I am afraid the hon. 
gentleman cannot teach me much on this 
subject. 

Mr. KERR: He will not be there very long. 
Mr. HARTLEY: I hope the hon. gentle

man "·ill be there a long time. I hope hon. 
members opposite will not think T am 
animated hy anything of a personal natnre 
in my remarks. I want the Secretary for 
Public Instruction and hon. members oppo
site to understand that I speak out of regard 
for the feelings of many who were affected 
hy the war, ancl whose feelings may be 
deeply hurt by these new views. I do not 
think ther<: are many homes in Queensland 
<>r Austraha that have not lost a son. a 
brother, or some other relative. (Hear, 
hear!) 

lVIr. Rn.N: Cut out the "sob stuff.'' 
M1·. HARTLEY: I am not going to cut 

-out the " sob stuff." because I believe one 
cf the big factors in keeping our race 
together and making it one when it has 
to face mch a d;fficult situation as arose 
through the rccc1.t war is -r:ruo sentiment. 
\Vhat is said about this war now n1ust '"·DutH.l 
many hearts that have not vet ceased to 
grieve for tho lues sustained by. them throu<;h 
the recent wae. If it i;;; a good thin.£! to tl bo~is 1 t 
all 1var. and the ro:<cl to abolioh ;t is "mpiy 
-to 1gnore any of iho effPcts or pos~ibilitic~s 
of war. whv should we not to-dav as reason
able. a.nd g'rOWD. lllCll, set an c<a:mple and 
n bohsh the polt~c force? (Hear, hear !) 
That wo:rld be a semible examplP. \Vhat 
Js the dJffcr<>nce between thP criminal who 
wants to break into n1y house. or who wants 
to offend some of mv' womenfolk and who 
refuses to comply IYith the law of ~ociPtv and 
the law of tlw l<md and the n1ler or (J~yorn
Jnent who precipitate a war and haY:: thcic 
trDo~s tr~tllj))t~ through such " country as 
Belgium 1n orde1: to re~uce the po"\Yer Df 
Francc? There 1s no d1fference. 

The SECHET.IRY FOU PcBLTC I!';STRt'CTIO": 
'There is a big differ·cnce. 

Mr. IL-\RTLEY: I wish the hon. gmtlc
man would sbovv me the differeuce. 

The R8CRET.\RY FOR I't·BLIC lNSTRCCTJOX: 
I will show you afterwards. 

M:·· lL\RTLEY: It 1Yould be just as 
sons1hlc_ to ahnhsh the police forc0, hPcause, 
after all, 1t hi olllv an army .in 111ininture 
\Vo only 11se a m;litary arrnv in times of 
war, but this mi11inture armv ·is usecl at all 
tin1es, so that we n1tty coinP'l,l n1cn to ohey 
~he moral law b.v the law of force. That 
ts 'Yhy ~we have natio1~s t<?-day keeping 
arm10~, oe·?auso a1· certan1 bnws the onlv 
<oentimcnt that carries any hppoal is th.e 
Sf'ntu!lent of forcB-compelling people io 
submit. 

As to who shall edit this history and 
·who shall print it, I heard the hon. member 

for W an·ego make one nf the most foolish 
mistakes that a man could make when speak
ing on a public question. The hon. member 
•poke of the Boor war as a war of aggres
sion against a small nation ! If ever there 
was a nation that had reason to thank 
Great Britain, it was the Transvaal nation, 
because in 1880 that nation was saved from 
extinction through being· overrun by the 
Zulu forces: and in 1884 an agreement was 
made with England to accept a suzerainty or 
a sort of overlordship of the Transvaal. 
The Transvaal agreed to that suzerainty. 
The hon. gentleman would not teach that 
in his history. He would teach that that 
w>cs a mere act of aggression. So far as my 
exr;erience and knowledge f<O, there was 
nothing more justified than the prevention 
of the petty system of tyranny that was bein:'\' 
exercised in those days by the President of 
the TransYaal. I suppose the hon. gentle
man would not teach that lo the children in 
the schools? 

The s~cRETARY FOR PeBLI(' I!\;7-TRT:CTIOK : 
If it had not been for the gold and diamond 
rr!ines, there would :not have been any 
trouble. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It did not matter 
whether the gold and diamonds were there 
or not. If they accepted the capital of 
Britishers, as they did. to get that gold 
out of the country, surely they were entitled 
to give proper conditions and safeguards 
for that capitrd and <oqua1 rights to the 
people vyho were using it to get that gold 
out-the right to live under decent condi
tions. 'That is what thev 1vould not do. If 
a history is to be wri'ttcn for the school 
hooks of that Trans.-aal war, then they 
should put into it that Englishmen were not 
allo.,ed to buv their dynamite where tlwv 
liked, but had to buy i.l from those people 
wl1o hnd a monopoly for lhe sale of dyna
Inite. 'They did not peTmit Eng-1isl11nen to go 
into anv hotel the, liked. Thcro were ccJtain 
h0t.els Set a.part fot lCaffirs aud Eng·lishmon, 
and it was only the highly favoured English
n'cn who could go to the other hotels. 
NumermF> oth,- injustices rnirrht bo men
tioned. Hero is a parallel to the sentiment 
expr0sscd by the [,on. Inmnbcr for \V n rrego. 
as re;:;ard·. his rPm arks on the yotf:;; for immi~ 
grants. The ·repn ~cntative;;; of EngliE'hn1en 
r:~· Anstralians-·-lTitiandcrs--could not get a 
vote·, no matter how long they had been in 
the couJJtry or what work th werc doing 
there. It was for these things that the 
war was fought. Would it be well to put 
this in: that Oom Paul Kruger, the Presi
dent of the Transvaal. was so determined 
that a Dutch population should grow up to 
develop ihe TmnsYaal that he encouraged 
a system of rbughters havin!l' children by 
their fathers. It was these things that led 
to the Transvaal war. If the historv of the 
Transvaal war is going to be taur<ht. then 
I hope it v.-ill haYe a different editor and 
a different censor to the hon. member for 
'W a n·ego. \Ye seem to have forgotten the 
horrors mentioned in the report of Lord 
Br_vcc's Cor~1mission on the atrocities in 
Belgium. It is all very well to talk a bout 
the horrors of war and the cruelties of tho 
soldiers here and there. The thing that is 
forgotten is that in lime of war non
combatar:t' generally suffer most, and the 
people of the defeated nations suffer most 
of all. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The bon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. IIartley.] 
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Mr. HARTLEY: Have I exhausted my 
whole twenty-five minutes? 

The CHAIRMAN: Yes. 
Mr. HARTLEY: I am solT) that I did 

r.ot hear the bell go. 

Mr. MOO RE (:1 ubigny) : I would like to 
congratuLttf' the hon. member for Fitzroy 
on the sentiments he has expressed. (Hear, 
hear !) It was a treat to listen to the hon. 
mcmbN after all the humbug v:e had to put 
up with during the course of the morning·. 
I quite agree "ith the hon. member. His 
speech wao in accord with the best 
sentiments expressed m the world to
day. I agree with it. Even if a 
rnan is couragcDus, if he is not taught 
what ho has got to fight for and is not 
taught how to u~e arms, it is no good pitting 
him against an aggrc.,sive nation that has 
been trained to fight. W c know that it >Yould 
be murder in a ea•<' like that. It is all 
humbug to talk this nons0nse about cutting 
out from 1 he school books anything about 
war uncl.er present world conditions. \Ve 
have onlv to Jook at what is happening in 
the world-to sec, what Russia is doing. Tho 
Bolshevik Government in Russia are endea
vouring to bring into subjection by militarv 
force all who a re opposed to thern, and t;} 
make thorn submit to them in evervthino
beoause thev think it is right. It is a wa~ 
<Jf ag.gression. and the '\ caker party has to 
Rubm1t. :i\furdcr, aggrE'8sion, and victimisa
tion are going on in t1lo very country which 
is hailed by hon. members opposite as an 
P.Xample to follow. 

Mr. COLLIKS: The Czar did nothing for 
the people. 

Mr. 1\IOORE: \Ye have worse thin!l's prac
tised by the regime which put the Czar out 
of the wav because thev considered he was 
t~fl:nnising over. t~e people, but the prPsent 
regrme are practrsmg worse tyranny to-day. 

Mr. COLLINS: Quote your authorities. 

::VIr. J\IOORE: H-e who runs may read. 
You have only to read the descriptions in the 
papers to-day and to read Mrs. Philip 
Snowden's account to see that. 

Mr. COLLINS: You get garbled cablo 
accounts. 

M!·. MOORE: You have onlv to read the 
account of :\Irs. Philip Snowder1. the wife of 
the Clwncdlor of the Exchequer in England, 
to find ont the conditions which are obtain
ing in Rmsia. I strongly object to the 
cheap sneers which are thrown at the leaders 
of the ~ation in saying that they drew the 
people mto war, and that, if they them
sdves had to g-o and fight. they would not 
h've started the war. Has anv evidence 
ever been given that these men who accepted 
the rcsnomibilitv for the peopl-e were not 
actuated bv 'he best motives? They wero 
put there bv the votes of the nconlc. \Vhot 
right has anyone to sav that. if thev had to 
fig-ht. they woukl not have can sod the ,,·ar? 
We know tha• these men were preparPd to 
accept thP reopons;bilitv of their nosition. I 
think that tho r<"'fl"nsib;Jitc· which thev took 
ww; far vreat0 r than the respomibilitv of 
toking tneir nlec-e in the ranks of the armv. 
'T'hev accented th0 rf'snonsibi!itv in all 
humilitv onrl did what thev considered wes 
beot. 1 fter all. the n0ople. had " sav about 
AnpJralla e-oln!! lnto th0 ,,~ar. The Govern
ment Wf'r<' deotnrl bv the pe'mle. 'What is 
lhe ~~·nd nf 5!Hy-in!:!' thnt tho war \Yac: eau~::0d 
thrrvrrh h~rk-rln0r dip:!ornacy and SC'<'rf't 

~.11.-. TJm·flr11 

agreements? The Cabinet took the fu!I 
respo01sibility for their actions, and the
people were prepared to stand behind them. 

Mr. CoLLINS: What effort did the Czm· 
cYer make to benefit the people? 

Mr. l\IOORE: We are talking about Ans
tralia. \Ve arc talking about what is noceo;
sarv to avoid mawkish sentiment in the school 
bo~ke to-day, or whether we should train up· 
the children to !ewe war to the priYilf'geti 
fow. ·we are talking about whether it is 
right for the Minister, who happens to be· 
in power for a few months-a neophyte in 
educational matterc-to put ideas into the; 
children's heads which will be detrimental 
to Australia. I quite understand that the· 
Minister just happens to be in the Cabinet. 
In my orinion it would be far better for him 
1 o b" in a position he has some daim to-that 
is the position of ..-:\ttorncy-Gcneral. \Vo 
would not then haYe th spectacle of a Minis
ter of the Cmwn ·defending prisoners in court. 
If the Minister was Attorney G•.·nNal, he 
wonld be in the place where he ought to be. 
im~t01d of putt.ing expcrin1(mtal regulatio~s 
on the statute-book. As Sccrctarv for Publw· 
Instruction he is quite out of plu.cc. I think 
h<> is going to be a danger to the children 
and to the State. We have to r°CO::inise the 
]losition in the world to-day. I do r:ot want 
to see individuals interfering 1vith a rticl0s 
in the school papers. Thos-e arhcles haYe 
!>con successful in their effect, and the dopart
nwnt has been conducted on sound lineo. ThP 
childr 'n have been brought up to be good 
men and women and to take up the rc,ponsi
hilitics of citizenship when called upon to do 
so. But now all that is to be altered morelv at 
the whim of the Minister. That is absolutely 
wrong. \V-~ are told that he i~ goi~1g to write 
articles on industrial heroe' and tell the truth. 
What is going to be the truth in these
matters? Is it not going to be the truth as 
one individual s0cs it? It is not going to be 
the truth as proved by history and cxperi
C'llCC'. but the truth as one individual likes; 
to think it is, as s0cn through a pair of spec
tacles made to suit his own eyes. I would like 
to quote a little from the "To1eh ors' Union 
Journal" of 18th August, which gives a 
warning of what we mav oxp0ct to find 111 

tlw school papers, under the heading of 
l' Pirat('s !"-

" ' Aren't we all '-and arc we v ry 
much better off in the prc"•nt dnvs? Do 
not the strong still prey upon the weak? 
Of course, it is not now tho'<c >Yho arc 
phy;;icallv stro~g, but those >Yho ar• strong 
in cunning. Th2y do not break the law:3,. 
they make them. rrhat is :1 ITlllCh surrr
and safer way for the few knov:-i-rg one:;:, 
to prey upon the n1an:v simnl0 tin:orouR 
onL~. Though there arc rnnny r11+hcntif'" 
accou11t• of gallant. and. oco -sio•1a!ly, 
suc~essful resistance to thrse robbers of 
the sea. peaceable merchantmen going 
about thr:ir la·wfnl bnsinc't~ were usu.allv 
at tho mercy of the pirates 

"In our lnst issnc \VC rrf ·rrf'{l to the.., 
infliction upon teach0rs of ill-' 'E'll
l,argo', the '5 per cent. reduction', etc. 
'fhe rr-cPnt rc'l'""l(nnl of tlH~ 0n;b<)rp:-o has 
been hail~d with joy b'l manv. Tht we; 
\'Voulcl ndvis0 tho~e to nwdPratf' their 
tramnort<. Th0 Salaries Ad of 1922 has 
not been rPnf'alrd, anrl Wf' hnyc no 
prom is<' that it will be. V\'hil 0 that Ptonds 
in the wov. anv relid we rn;r'ht- g-et from 
the Arbitration Court will still be subject 
to the limitations of that Act. Those who 
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make the laws ov0r have us al thei;· 
mercy, and we arc powerless to resist 
them, however much ' c may rcs<'nt the 
injustice. 

" \Ye would not. of course, ea 11 them 
pirates. Oh, no; rather in tho language 
of J\'lark ~L\ntony, we would assure you, 
' So are they all, all honourabl0 men.' " 

That is the sort of thing that would be put 
in the school papers-not the truth from their 
point of view, but the truth from thl' Minis· 
ter'iS point of view. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: Tripe 1 

Mr. MOORE: The truth as the :\Iinisicr 
vants to put it in, which, as the hon. member 
for Bremer says, is just tripe. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: First-cla" tripl'. un
cle•med and unwashed. 

Mr. MOORE: We arc likely to g:-t the 
same sort of stuff in the school papcr ·. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC I~STRGCTIOX : 
\Vait and see. 

Mr. MOORE: I do not want to wait and 
se0. I want to stop it before it goes in. 
I do not wnnt tbe chilclrcn to bc taught in 
th•rt wav, bnt in the wav thC'v have beC'n 
ta11ght during tho past L ~v yea~rs or durin~· 
the time the department has be<>n in exist
ence. because wo know that that teaching 
hns been effective. \Vc know that children 
tau_g:ht in that way were able t.o take up the 
highest duties of citizenship >Yhcn it wa" 
rwcessary. There is no use in pretending that 
thcv wcrf' misled. Thcv "·ere not. If Aus
tralia is worth having, i.t is ,,-orth d(•fen<ling. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC I~STRVCTIOX: 
\Vho said it was not worth defending? 

1\Ir. MOORE: We know that they are going 
to edit the school books and put in a lot of 
non~cnse making out that ('Yery war is a 
capitalistic vvar and a ,,-ar of aggression, and 
that the children should not be taught tD 
countenance it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRL'CTIOX : 
That is what you are saying. 

Mr. I\100RE: That is what hon. members 
behind the Minister have bern saying all tl10 
n1orning. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTIOX: 
Members on your side. 

Mr. l\IOORE: No. Those are the senti
ments which have been <'xprcssl'd far and 
wide, and I say that that system is wrong, 
and I want to sec the present curriculum 
adhered to, and the present s;. -tem->vhich 
was established bv educationist,, who had 
tho welfare of students at heart and experi
ence in the '-rriting of artides anJ in training 
them in the hest ,-ay-maintain<'d. I -do not 
want to see the chiidren expcrim<'ntcd upon 
1nerr:ly at the Tvhlrn of thf' l\Iini~tcr bccauf:n 
he happens to be in his lH'Cst•nt· position for 
a few month; ar d therefore' a hL• to dictate 
n-, to what they shall hP tanght. If the 
system is going io be chang<>d nok, aud it 
is going to be changed in a feY\ rnonthc.,' tinH). 
it is going to m,-kc for disorganisation. It 
is a qu0stion of the lVIinistcr t·1king uvon 
himself the editing of the school books and 
saying what shall be put in them an-d what 
shall be cut out, so that an ag-reeable brand 
of history may be put before the chil-dren-a 
brand to suit his ideas and not to suit the 
truth. 

I wrmt tD make one or two remarks with 
regard to the Stato school .-ate. I see that 

the ,-oto for "Agricultural Education, Rural 
and Vocational Schools." has been re-duced 
fl'Orn £11,000 to £6,500. On that point the 
report of thP department has this to say-

" In addition to the rural schools, and 
apart from technical colleges, vocational 
instruction has been given at Dalb:v and 
Chinchilla; Emerald, Clermont. ancl 
Blair Athol; Charlevil!e, Morvcn, aucl 
:Ylitch0ll; Longreach, Aran1ac, and Bar
caldinc•. In all these centres dome,tic· 
RCif'nce has been tindcrt<lkcn, a1ul in Char~ 
leville., Emerald, and Longreach inco;truc
tlon in 'Yondwork has also been giYen." 

There ar' number' of other places in 
which voc:;tional classes have been given. 
I haYe in n1ind Oakey, Pitts\vorth, Crow's 
:\[ c .t, Geham, an cl Hadcn. I undcrstaml 
that there ""c manv more. To-dav the 
,-oto is cut down from £11,0CO to £6,500, 
rmd no rn('ntion .is n1ade of a nun1b£'r of 
pieces in which classes are already being 
oiyen. I would like to know horn the 
Aiinistcr whether it is the intention to cut 
<mt " number of classes that are noc,· being 
held. In manv of those places it was only 
tho enthusiasm" and the public-spiritedness of 
tlH' parents that enabled those childl'en to be 
taught. They put up their own bnildin_g, 
fll1d contributed towards the cost of <'QU!Jl' 
J:>cnt. and it is only right that they should 
b<' allowed t0 continue, and, if possible. 
extend their operations. I would like to 
deal with the attitud-e taken up by the 
Queensland Teachc'l's' Union in not allowing 
the schools to exhibit school work at the 
Yarious sho\\s. To my mind that is unwar~ 
rdntable interference, and the Minister has 
no right to allow dictation from an organisa
tion such as that to override the polic_,. of 
the department. 

The SE~RETARY FOH PuBLTO INSTRL'CTION : 
Did the hon. gentleman read the Governor's 
speech the other day in connection with 
;-;chool exercises? 

Mr. MOO RE': I was at the dinner, and 
hC'ard the speech. 1 am not talking so much 
a bout school exercises. I am dealing- with 
the questimr of noi. allowing the children to 
exhibit work at tho various shows. I would 
particularly str-ess the case of vocational 
classes at Geham. Those classes carrwd out 
oPch magnific0nt work and the people werf' 
·m nleascd with the work and with whot, had 
be<~n taught that they were encouraged to 
Oo 1nore on those lines, and a g-ood deal 
d monev was collected in the different dis
tricts. Rooms were constructed in which 
c-iasses could be held, and the children were 
Pncouraged. and thcl'e was created a spirit 
of enthusiasn1 among them which induced 
manv others to join the school. I was ·H 
the opening of tb" Crow's K est show tho 
dher day. and I asked why the work of. the 
>ocational classes was not being exhib1ted. 
nnd I was informed that the teacher did 
not like to exhibit tho work because he had 
been notified that it was unprofcosional con
duct to allow the children to exhibit thei1· 
work at the show. 

lVIr. FARRELL: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MOORE: Evidently the hon. gentle
man agrees with that. I think it is only 
right to encou•ragc th" children to eompete 
so that it can be seen what can be done by 
ihem. There is no objection to children 
being allowed to show their work. yet we 
find that the exhibits at the various shmn 
ar-e bemg gr..tduaily cut out. \Vhy? Not 

111r. 111oore.] 
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l1ecaust> the Min;ster object<, but because 
ihe Quecnsl,u d Teachers' l'nion says that 
it is unprofe.sional conduct to allow the 
children to exhibit their work. 

Mr. FARRELL: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MOORE: vYhy then, is it uot Ull[ll'O

fessional conduct on the part of a man who 
exhibits a prize cow'! 

Mr. FARRELL: It is not iho same as the 
case of a fat pig :lr a prize pumpkin. 

Mr. MOORE : The principle is the samc. 
The classes are there for educational pur
r-oses, so let it be shown what can be done. 
If you are going to debar one sertion of 
the community from showing their work 
because it is considered nnprofcssional con
duct to do so, why have any shows at all 'I 
It is only the samu principle carr·icd right 
through to its logical conclusion. 

[3 p.m.J 
Mr. FARRELL: It is not. 

Mr. MOORE : In my opinion it is. The 
spirit of competition enables children to 
see what children from other districts can 
do, especially in regard to the vocational 
classes. It is absolutely wrong for the 
Te,whers' Union practically to issue an order 
that if a teacher allows a child to exhibit, 
he stands a risk of being kicked out of the' 
union and losing his job. \Ye all know in 
these days of prefer<Once to unionists what 
that means. The union has no right to 
dictate to the teachers in that manner. It 
is for the Minister or the Cabinet to decide 
what is professional or unprofes~ional con
duct, and the union should not be allowed to 
interfere in that regard. Such intcrferE'ncc 
is to the disadvantage of the children of the 
State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLrc b;.~,TRLC1IO:-:: 
You disagree with Professor Adam><, 1vho 
does not agree with cramping the child. 

Mr. MOORE: I am only pointing out 
t~hat in the length and breadth of (~ucens
land there is competition in cYcry one of 
the shows. There is competition en'n in 
education. 

The SECllET,\RY FOH Pr-BLJC IxccTRU'TIOX: 
The shows arc an education. 

Mr. MOORE: '.rhen why debar the 
children from competing? 

The SECRETARY For. Pcm.rc IxsTRl'CTlOX: 
Because the experts say that it is undesir
able. 

Mr. MOORE: The children arc not 
allowed to compote because of the pett·; 
jealousies that would be created between 
teachers. If one head master showed his 
children's work to better advantage than 
another, he might be hauled over the coals. 
There is a certain amount of vindictiveness 
in that rolicy. \Vo have another example of 
that spirit contained in a resolution passed 
at the last conference of teachers. It i,; to 
be found on page 5 of the journal, and 
rcad8-

" That the department be asked not 
to give the percentage results of the 
scholarships for the high school entrance 
examination." 

That is another little straw showing which 
way the wind blows. That i~ merely another 
attempt to level down the children to make 
it appear that even child is on the same 
level. Outside dictation and interference 

[Mr. Moore. 

with the Department of Public Instruction 
wants to be cut out, and the Minister should 
set his foot ~lawn firmly and say that he 
will give directions to the teachers as to 
what is or is not to be done. This is a verv 
serious question, which affects the welfar(, 
of the children. The Government shoctld 
llot sit down supinely and allow public 
Sl'rvants to be dictated to as to what thev 
'hall or shall not do. " 

Mr. COLLIXS: But you want to dictate' 
to Russia as to what she shall do. 

Mr. MOORE : I do not, neither do I want 
in be put in the position of having to lie 
duwn at the dictation of any other nation. 

0PPOSITIO" MEliiBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MOORE : I want to be in the posi
tion of being ready when we are attacked. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Tell me what sacrifice you 
twtdo during the war? 

Mr. CoRSER: He had his son over there. 

The CHAIRMA~ : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. MOORE : I am not making this a 
personal matter between the hon. member 
for Bowen and myself, but what I am 
endeavouring to point out is that, if this 
country has something to protect, and if it 
is worth protecting, then it is worth teach
ing the children what they have to protect. 

Mr. COLLINS: You would be the last man 
to protect ~he country a sera p. 

1\lr. :MOORE : That is th0 same sort of 
irresponsible statement wo have been listen
ing to during the debate. Hon. members 
opposite have been making groundless 
charges which thev have no possibility of 
pi'OYing. vl/e have 'h<ard the statement made 
that, if those who accepted the enormous 
n sponsihility of declaring war had to fight. 
there would be no war. There is no proof 
of that. Any m>tn who accepted such a 
rosponsibilit~ would be perfectly prepared 
to accept lns share of the rc"ponsibility of 
protecting what he believed to be right. It 
is merely endeavouring to cloud the issue 
and to throw mud at people who have no 
m< ans of protecting themselves. When hon. 
members opposite make statements like that, 
they ha,ve absolutely no means of praYing 
th<lir case. \\' e know that Ministers of the 
Crown . took m·ery responsibility and did 
evcrythmg they could to protect tho wel
fare of the nation. It is wrong for hon. 
members opposite to be getting up to-day 
n.nd throwing mnd at those l\{inisters because 
they accepted the responsibility and did the 
best the,· could for the nation. It is a 
<kliberatc 1\TOng· to teach our children that 
these m<'n failed in their duty to the nation. 

The SFCRE'rn:v FOH Pt 'LTC I:<!'i1'RC:CTION: 
That i>< a ddiberatc mi<statement and you 
know it. ' 

:\Yr. ~'lOOHR: 'I1h0 hnn. Q'011tlrm1an seeks to 
rnntrol 1hP \Yrlting of artir 1 c·.) for our school 
bnnk;;; : o snit his ow·n point of ·dr;w. The 
hon. ~ent!eman seeks to garble the truth
not 1wrc··-s::nil:v nrisin(f fron1 his own mind, 
hut fr<'m what th,, hon. gentleman's idea of 
tlP truth is. We know that different people 
h:n·p diff<'rent noiu s of Yii'w. \Vp have had 
the hon. m<'mb·,r for Fitzroy pointing out 
the wrong- and fnti].e statement' of the hon. 
nwmb 'r 'for \Yarrpgo. and saying that the 
h<•n. mcmlwr did not know what he was 
tnlking- about, saying- tha•, if the hon. mem
ber had to write articles for our school books, 
the:: would be wrong and untrue. I want 
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to see articles in our school books that will 
~!low our children to look at both sides of 
the question. 

Mr. BEm'ORD: The hon. member might 
wri1e an article on how Mr. Fowles prattled 
.about rabbits, or "How to bribe the Secre
tary for Mines to buy a coal mine." 

Mr. MOO RE: The hon. member has the 
.adyantag,e of me. 

1\Lr. BEDFORD: I ha Ye, in every way. 

Mr. l\lOORE: I have had no information 
about bribing the Secretary for Mines to 
:buy a coal mine. It is probably another 
skeleton in the cupboard. 

Mr BEDFORD: That is what Mr. Fowles 
·did, and he was charged on the floor of tho 
Legislative Council by the Secretary for 
Mines himself. 

Mr. VowLES: What has that to do with 
the question of war? 

Mr. MOO RE: I do not know what that 
has to do with the question of education or 
wi:h what articles should appear in 'our 
~chool books, and who shall write and edit 
them. I want to see articles written bv 
people who look at both sides of the case...:._ 
people who look at the truth and would put 
111 our school hcoks what is right for our 
·children. I want to see matter included in 
ou! school books that will cncourag·o our 
chddl'en to become useful citizens and to see 
both sides of the case. I do not want to see 
articles that will merelv prejudice the minds 
·0f our children, and probablv prevent them 
from growing np in the way they should 
grow and becoming good and useful citizens. 

Mr. BARI3ER (Bundaberg): I am not at 
all concerned as to whether I mav be called 

an optimjst, a pacifist, or anythin~g else, but 
I ask the pres0nt Secr0tuv for Public In
struction to stand firmly by the attitude he 
has taken up. I submit that no hon. member 
on the other side of the Chamber has got anv
thing on vour humble servant. 1\fr. Pollock, 
as :egards wo1:k performed dnring the war 
perwd. I thmk h0n. m0mbers opposite 
should be Ycrv thankful to the Secretarv 
for Public Ins'truction for giYing them ai1 
opportunity once more to show what I wonld 
=ll their rayenous desire to prove that they 
an' the onlv friends of tho members of the 
.A.I.F. That is what it amounts to. 

Mr MORGA}f: Not at all. \Ve know what 
~:ou did, and we at'<' quite sati,fied to let you 
df. 

Mr. BA~BER: I am not going to bo 
·drawn off hke that. Hon. members opposite 
have lived on this game long enoug·h. 'I'hey 
have played it fot· all it is worth, and it 
i.' :;tbout playc•d out. They should not pull 
the1r own legs any longer, nor should they 
attempt to pull the legs of tho boys who 
went to the war. The present Secretarv for 
Public . I:·~truetion has to accept the. full 
responsibility for the statement which he 
made some time ago and if I know anv
thing about the hon. 'gontl~man. he is quite 
prepared to do that. He has placed himself 
in a position exactly similar to that of tho 
Labonr ';lfinistcr for Edncation in Victoria, 
Mr. Lemmon. The great dang<'J', as I see it, 
that confronts hoth Mr. Hrcnnan. the 
QuPen~land Sccrebry for Public Instruction, 
and Mr. Le'llmon, of Victoria, is that. these 
·two men have made knm•·u what their 
intentions are if tlwy are left in charge of 
the department. It is not what these men 
have said. The trouble is owing to the 

treacherous, contemptible insinuations and 
innuendoes, and vile Press propaganda 
that has been carried on against both of 
these men. Practicaly every statement 
that t.hey have made has been distorted by 
the Tory Press. \Vhat has happened in Vic
toria? Immediately Mr. Lemmon made a. 
clear statement in Parliament of what he 
actually intended when he made tho stat8-
rnont complained of, he "as at once accused 
Ly the 1\felbourne " Age" and other journals 
cf having climbed down. Immediately the 
Secretary for Public Instruction in Queen•· 
land makes a clear and definite st<Ltement 
of what he intended to do the Tory Press of 
Brisbane and most hon. members opposite 
consider that the hon. gentleman has got 
the wind up, and that he is going to climb 
down. If I under'·tand the attitude of the 
Secretary for Pul;lic Instruction, he has no 
intention in the .futuro of prever,ting 
training for defence purposes amongst 
the school boys at a reasonable age, 
because he has sufficient common sense 
to know that it is very necpssaJ-y. I hold 
that opinion too. Much as I abhor war, I 
think it is necessary that we should have 
mme system of defm1ce training here. Any· 
one who is familiar with defence work at 
all-I have l1ad nineteBn years and seven 
months in t.he naval branch of the service
e.nd aHended at the training camps during 
the early period of the war could tell at 
once that, although the young follows had 
1wt done any drill for six months or for 
from t" o or thr·ee years, they were half· 
trained men, an·1 immediately the orders 
wore issued to them those men fell into line 
and wore soon up to the proper standard. 
Too much capital has been made out of 
this business alto~.dher. \Ye haYe the same 
t'Osult from ihe conserYative Press propa· 
ganda and from hon. members opposite, who 
v ork themselves u~ into a white passion, as 
happenod about the alleged insult to " the 
dear old flag" during the war period. 'They 
became obsessed with the idea that membf'rs 
of this party and supporters of the m·ove
ment with which we are connected were dis
loyal because we did not s,ee eye to eye 
with them and did not do what they thought 
\Ve should do. Thcv toro their hair-what 
little they had-in 'telling the people that 
we were disloyal. I remember suffcrin!f 
tho infliction some vear or two ago of 
listening to the ho;;. member for Too
\vong, \Vho \Vas addrc:-sing- a mcetin;:r 
at a pictm·e show. He was shouting himself 
howrse. Every se('ond word was a bout the 
" red flag," as against the " dear old flag of 
England." Certainly there was not a very 
large audience there. The hald-]Hte hrigRde 
wore jammed in the front seats. like vou find 
them at a high~kicking vaudeYille show. 

Mr. FRY: Where were you? 

Mr. BARBER: I was right at the back. 
(Laughter.) It seems to me that the declara
tion of the :Minister has bc·en well thought 
ont. lf my opinion was asked. I should be 
quite prepared to elimina 1e from the 8tate 
school books c,-ery refcrerce to war. I hold 
that you can do· that with advantage, and 
that our young people would not be any 
wors'' off. This que~tion of developing a lot 
of red-hot young jinrroes is largely a matter 
of environment. \Vhile onr poets have 
thE'il~ war eon~s. our youngsters can learn 
with more benefit the sentiments for which 
we in Australia stand. I doubt whether 
anyone will agree with me on that matter, 

Mr. Barber.] 
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but that is my opmwn. The question that a 
lot. of people are asking· to-day-and it was 
only a small number, comparatively speak
ing, who were asking it at the end of the war 
period-is why there should be war at alL 
I am reminded of the poem we learned 
as school children about th0 battle of Blen
hcim. The poem runs something like this-

" It was a sumn1cr's evening·, 
Old Kaspar's work was done. 

And he before his cottag-e door 
\V as sitting in the sun." 

The old chap was telling a couple of young
sters about what a tremendous victory they 
had harl at Blenhoim. but when one of the 
shrewd kids asked what it 'vas all about, tho 
old man said-

" 'Why that I cannot tell' said he, 
1 But 't\vas a famous victory.' " 

Hundreds and thousands of people, if they 
had been asked what the last groat war 'vas 
abol1t, 'vould not have been able to tolL \Vo 
all have onr own ideas on this subj-ect, but 
none of us seem to know. Ono of the worst 
fea1 ures of our teaching- in our schools is 
that the British race to 'vhich we are proud 
to belong is superior to all other nations. 
Probably we have good reason to believe 
that. My pater died in the unJofilod faith 
that a Dritisher, fortified with three pints of 
three X Yarmouth ale and four tots of 
J arnaica rnm, is equal to a.ny fonr m'en of 
other nationalities. I "'ant to av that I am 
sa tidied that 95 per cent. of th0-~ young men 
who left Australia for the great war did not 
come back with that id0a. They appreciated 
the fact that there wore good men in other 
nations of the world as well as in Australia. 
That seeme-d to me to be one of the worst 
fentures of that kind of teaching, that it 
imbued our young p-eople with the idea that 
they were a sort of superman. \Ve can hold 
our own, and there arC' others who can do 
likewise. After all, we have as much to g-ive 
awa~· in thesp matters as they. I have said 
in this Chamber before, I have said it out
side. and I say it here to-clay, that as a 
land pirate in different parts of the world 
you cannot beat the Britisher. He has a 
goo-d idea of what is what-and, by the way. 
he has a pretty good idea of the perpetual 
lease system, because he has held on to a big 
portion of the world ever since he got it. It 
is true that we, as Britishers, have got a good 
portion of the world, but what I have to. ask 
is this: If the other fellow had g-ot in earlier 
and g-rabbed it, what would w0 have clone? 
\Vould we have been as well off as we "re? 
\Vould thE> world have been anv better off? I 
do not think we would. Cons'equently .Tohn 
Bull has S<)metimes come out all right. I say 
tha'. if we teach our bovs what is contained 
in British song- and ste>r~. the bovs who are 
doscenrlants of the British rare 1vill alw8vs 
rf'membPr the sentiments incorporated in 
them. The bovs. whether thev be in Great 
BritAin or in Austr:dia. will alwavs remem
ber the sentiment C'Ontainecl in "The Battle 
of Blenheirn" and "'rhe Battle of the 
Bn ltic"-he will be reminded bv a few 
lines of our gr0nt nav:1l hPro·f'~. Rut 
there are other thinr:-s. too. Tlwn there 
is the storv of "GPneral Wolfe"-he 
is rC'nwm be~0rl in song. He will be 
reminded by Tenny~on-

" Not once or twice in this our island 
story, 

Thn nath of duty's been th<' path of 
glory." 

[Mr. Barber. 

All i hese things, in my opinion, go to builcl' 
up in the minds of our young people an 
idea of what is right and wrong. He will be· 
reminde-d in the poem by Alfred Newbolt, 
entitled "Drake's Drum "-

" Take my drum to England; hang it by 
the shore, 

Strike it when your powder's running 
dry, 

And if the Dons sight Devon, 
I'll quit the port o' Heaven, 
And drum them up the Channel as we· 

drummed them long ago." 
That is the kind of sentiment contained in 
British song ~nd story, and that, in my 
opinion, would have a far better effect on 
the minds of our young people than s-o much 
blood-curdling and blood-thirsty detail a' 
thev mav read in respect of some of our 
wa1:s. I ·have forgotten a good deal of his
tory as taught us at school, but I remember 
one of the striking remarks of " Queen Brss" 
,-just a few li'nes-when it was reported to 
he•· that the Spaniards were about to im·adc 
England with their Arma.da-

" I know I have the body of a weak 
and feeble woman, but I have the heart 
of :'!. king-, and a king- of England, too. 
and scorn that foul Parma or Spain 
should dare to invade the borders 
of my realm." 

That is the kind of thing that is being lived 
up to, in my opinion, among our young 
people, and I am glad that it is. 

Another thing that strikes me on this ques
tion is this: People abuse the Labour party 
and talk rtbout "the flag." They took 
advantage in a way that I consider they 
should not have done. \Ve are acquainted 
with the old ncutical song-

" Britains never, never, never shall b£S 
slaves," 

but to u, who have gone thrm,gh the indns
trial turmoil and social, economical, and poli
tical hardships, as millions of people have 
dono in tlw old countr-.-, it is nons('nse. \Vc· 
do not believe it. I 'do not, at anv ratL'. 
The flag for which that stand,, and o~ which 
is the cross of St. Gcorge, has nothing- at all 
to do v'ith a Jot of things that anti-Labom' 
people claim it has. Just a line or two on 
that-

" Set evcrv stitch of canvas 
To view the freshcninrr wind, 

Our towsprit points to Cuba, 
The coast li<>c far behind, 

Then run aloft St. Gcorgc's Gross, 
And boldly let it w.we. 

For underneath the British flag 
There never treads a slave." 

Thai: :::ong was specially composc)d r1nring the 
campaign for abolition of the s 1 r~Y0 tradE', 
and has been used and di· tort·cr] bv the 
capitalistic s ·,ction of British f:Orirt_v n11 Dver· 
the world. To sav there a1 ,, no s]·,-·'s what
ever in the British irdnstr'al 'vor!c1 is all 
1110011shine and hmnlmu-. I '\11 as-_r' 1 v.-hrrt 
I think of our present mctlnd of '"h"ol tecch
inl! or the teaching of O'lr cbi]:ren. You 
cannot put a 1ot of this Rt 1 ·fi' nYf'r yonng
Au.::trnlianq. rr'h"v lau:-h nt it. S•)"lr •.>"[!rs 
ago. when I tried to put it over snmc of the 
younger ones at home, I found I heel struck 
n "dud." ThPv would sav. "Cornc off. 
clad." Thoy dicl" not wnnt t-~ hor 't. You 
cannot put over the Australian-horn that 
which You could pnt over the bovs and g-irls 
in E"rcpe or the old countri<:'s of t'" ,,-odd. 
If you want to teach them anything here, 
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they want to know all about it. They question 
.:vou. Years ago, when I had to give instruc· 
tion in seamanship and many other things, 
it would not be long before I v.ould have 
-fifty hands up wanting to know v,hat it all 
meant. As kids in the old country we were 
told certain things, and we had to sit there 
and swallow them. A kind of " open your 
mcuth. and shut your eyes, and sec what God 
will s:nd you.'' You will not tind t.hat spirit 
in the Amtralian-born. It will not work. If 
you arc giving· instruction on the manufac
ture of black gtwrowder and brown gunpow
der, and you state<] that it required a certain 
percentage more of charcoal, saltpetre, and 
sulphur for one than for the other, they would 
want to know ,.·hy such wa•s the case. You 
-cannot put this war stuff over our young 
Australian-born people the same as you 
can with the children from older coun
tries, consequently it is largely a ques
tion of enviroumenL If I had the 
right to compile some of the school 
lessons, I "·ould endeavour to give th:o young
ster . .,-hrrt I considered a fair go. Give them 
the truth. Tho lcswns arc all too serious. 
I would g-ive them a touch of humour with 
them. I would have thorn road something 
along- the lines I wa, compelled to read at 
scl1ool, such as " Bai tlf';;; on land und sea." 
I read the book over aml over again. I read 
the account of Private O'Sullivan, who made 
history at the bottle of Sobastopol. One 

-cold night when the army wore camped near 
the heig-hts o£ Alma. a:Jd the enernv \YOre 

practically starved out. Pri,-ato O'Sullivan
ho was only a little chap-went out amongst 
the Russians and brought in s~-YC'lltl en n1Plt, 

all of "-hom wore twice as big as hirm~lf. H0 
ushered them into the guard room. Thc,·c 

\vas a rcginH:>nt,ll parade in the 
[3.tJ p.m.] morning, and the colonel calbd 

out Pri'.'ate O'Sullivan to promote 
bim. 'The con1n1unding officer s:l:·d, " O'Su11i· 
Yan. br:·forc I promote YOU, tell tno ho 1.V vou 
n1ana.~r-d to canh~ro these 1ncn, all {")£ whorn 
.nrc bigger thnn yourself?" O'Sullivan 
saJutr ct arFi replied, "Please sir, I sur
rounde(] them." (Laughter.) The state
ment that ono man could surround 
s0vcntrPI1 other m0n, all of them larger 
than himself. would appval to the chil
dren. Another story which might be 
included in our Australian school books 
O('CUrrt'd at the battle of QuatrP Bra~. Tho 
French army was in retreat, and the High· 
la1 j0rs "~('l'O pnrsuiillf tht>rn. An officer, 
•WON] in hand, was at the head of the High
lander::;. ..A poor -~~~oundul Fn :1rh officer was 
met on the road, and he f'ri:'d out, '' Quarter, 
Qli<rtC'r." The offic<'r said, :, TDot. toot, n1on, 
I have nao time to stop and qnartcr you tho 
noo; I'll just split you doon the middle for 
the tirno being." (Laughh'r.) I [UTI quite 
>ur.o that all the boYs would sec the humour 
of such ;;;tor1~"s. I c .. ould g-o on rrciting such 
humorous incident,. Th t is th,, ~-ind of 
thin7 that should be worked in with the very 
h(lav:.~ rO[l·dinfS n1attor about war that is put 
into srhool books. '\s hon. n1crnlE'r;;:. hn\·p 
said, if an attempt is g-oing to l>o n.ac1c to 
import war history w·ith all its sordioJ details 
into the' teachings of our young pcDp1c, tho 
whole truth shonld be told cm'r 'rning it. 
T!wv sho·Jid be told. too-and I hone ·th t 
if tho ~linistPr rema.ins in his prcsc~t posi· 
tion for anv leng-th of time. he wi11 do so
matters that will start inquiry in the minds 
of tlw youngsters rrs to what the people wore 
'fighting- about. 

GOVERNMENT ME~IBERS: Hour, hear ! 

Mr. BARBER: During the late war I saw 
a very fine picture in one of the London 
illustrat 'd papers. Si·de by side on the battle
field, after one of the battles in the early 
part of the war, ]ay typical British and 
Pru<sian soldiers. Thev were sorelv wounded 
and dyi11g. The British soldier p·assed over 
his watcrbottle to the enemy. As their eyes 
met their was a look in the eyes of the 
Prussian soldier which seemed to be asking 
the question, .. What arc we fighting for?" 
Let us cut all this glorification of war out of 
the lesson books altog ,ther. If such articles 
as I have suggested replncPd them, it \Yould 
do the children more good and encourage 
and stimulate them to fight if required in 
the hour of Australia's n.cd. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Torncong) : The hon. 
gentleman who has just rcmmcd his scat 
said that, if he were entrusted with com
piling history for boys aml girls of Queens· 
land, he would do so in order that they might 
ask themseh-es the question-" \Vhat ar-e we 
fighting for?" 

GoVERXo!ENT JYIE1IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAX\VELL: The reason for the late 
great war is common property. It was fought 
simply because a militaristic, bombastic 
emperor tried his very host to run riot OV·c'r 
innocent people. He tore up a scrap of prrper, 
and having dono that, he tried to overrun 
France. \Yh:1t was the result'? It is w 'll 
known that Great Britain, being an ally of 
Fmnce, came and lent a .hand. 

M1·. CoLLIKS: It 1cas a commercial war. 

1\Tr. MAX\YELL: I cannot understand the 
flttitllde of some hon. mt.'mbcrs opposite, un
kss it is that lhey have read and sympathise 
wi~h a document which Ius been circulat"d 
1hroughout tho length and breadth of the 
Driti'lh Dominions b,- the Germans for propa· 
ganda purposes. I£ is called-

" Th" Unrepentant X orthcliffc. 
'' 1\.. R~'pl:v to the London " Times ' 

of 19th October, 1920. 
"b\ 

"The Unrc·pC"ntant Hnn, 
"Ferdinand 1-In.l.l.hCn, 

"of I\ew York." 
This is a san1plc of German literature and 
propaganda that is being sent out in goods 
rccciYed hv Bri:;::bano mer-chants from Ger
many. This is the class of matter which is 
sent out-

" I ·-hould require the pen of a 
l\Iacaulay or a Tobtoy were I to write 
adequately of the crimH which England 
has committed, not only against her 
former enemy, but ag;linst humanity at 
large-crimes so appalling and so cold· 
blooded that it sec ms more like insanity 
than hypocrisy that England should daro 
even to breathe a word against the 
actions of Gcrn1any in war or level one 
accusation against the Bosheviki." 

It is that cl'"'' of rubbish that some hon. 
n:~-cmbcrs opposite, at any rate, have heen 
re.tcling, and with which they arc trying to 
permeate the minds of hon. members on this 
side of the Chamber. There are hon. mem· 
hers opposite who "<'re prepared when the 
war was at its height to furl tlwmgelves in 
th<> flag that they deny the children the 
right ·to salute. Thev were not game to 
stand by that flag, and some ran a\Yay to 
Perth. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. M.zxu:ell.] 
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Mr. MAXWELL: I am ~unnecting this 
with the vote. The Secretary for Publie 
Instruction has 'L.ated that nothing apper
taining to war must appear in the history 
book of our State. I am going to point 
out that it is necessary. Is the hon. gentle
man prepared to put into the school books 
the details of the conference held in Pe·rth 
at a time when Field-Marshal Haig said, 
" \V e have got our backs to the wall " "! 
That meant nothing to those men; they did 
not mind. They sang " The Hed Flag," 
which the hon. member for Bundaberg 
talked about. They said, " Make the best 
bargain you can," meaning with the Prus
sian monster. 

Who is going to write this history? 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRT.:CUON : 

Not you, I hope. You would be too 
jingoistic. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Is it going to be the 
hon. gentleman, or is it going to be left to 
his departmental officers? I have the 
greatest faith in the officers of the Depart
ment of Public Instruction. How is the 
history of a nation going to be written if 
we arc not to write about wars and the 
deeds th>tt our men performed, which enable 
us to li vc and to retain our liberty? I am 
not a believer in war. 

Mr. CoLLINS: The hon. member will keep 
a long, long way from it. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: The hon. member for 
Bowen will keep a goocl distance from it. 

The CHAIRMA;\1 : Order ! I ask the 
hon. gentleman to confine himself to the 
vote. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Again, we have heard 
that the class of historY that should be 
taught is the history of :Peter Lalor in con
nection \Yith the Eureka Stockade. I have 
nothing to say about that. Some of hi,; 
admin'rs placcJ a statue of Peter Lalor in 
Sturt street, Ba!la.rat, 1tnd later ·'Red 
Raggors " tried lo blow it up. One day 
they were prepared to bow do·wn and 
worshi~ him, and the next day they did 
not behove m h1m at all. I de si re to know 
whether the Secretary for Public lnstruc· 
tion has made up his miud when to intro
duce this subject that he advocates. 1 Jo 
not believe in it, but I think the sooner the 
hon. gentleman starts the better it will bo 
fo" the people outside. They will then kno .v 
what they have to put up with. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc;nLIC IxSTRT.:CTIOx : 
Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAXWELL: Thcv will know what 
sort of Secretary for i•u bl ic Instruction 
and Governmc•nt they have. 

The SECRETARY FO<t PcBLTC INSTRr'CTION: 
They will know what 'ort of " dope " you 
give them. 

Mr. l\TAXWELL: They will know the 
ar•ti-Englandcrs by their srweci1Ps to-dav. 
(Government dissent.) It is rcprPlwnsible to 
!war the speeches that have been mad~ by 
hon. members who have sworn Jovalty to the 
King. Those hon. members have made 
speeches which arp rep re honsible and dero
gatory to !he "·elfarc of the King anJ his 
don1inions. 

Mr. 1-IYNES: You did something disloyal 
wl10n you assisted that delegation to go 
home and damage the credit of the State. 

[.1Ir. lllaxwr,lf. 

Mr. MAXvYELL: I did not do that. nor 
did I ea ll oui. the police to shoct down the· 
people of Townsville. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will tell the hon. 
metnbcr what he is not doing. He is not 
dl·aling with the vote. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: The hon. member for
Keh·in Grove quoted something from the 
'· Third Ceuturv Reader" that ho attributed 
to a former Government. and I just want 
lo point out that the author in writing that 
poem showed fint what wae the amusing
side of war and then lw showed the serious
nos<. of it. In this verse he shows its serious
ness-

'' Johnny, my son, 
\V ar isn't fun, 

'Tis a terrible thing 
\Vhen onc•J it's begun; 

Fan1ine and "voe. 
For high vnd low, 

And a great deal more 
Than drun1ming, you know." 

So you see there \Vas no 1nisleading on the
part of the Goverument that circulated that 
poem. \V e want to know if the Minister is 
going to prevent any reference in the school 
papers which are circulated throughout 
Queensland and all over Au,tralia to the 
deeds of the Anzacs and the members of the· 
A. I. F. 

The 8ECRET.IRY FOR PunLTC IxSTRUCTJON : 
And the \Yar Service Homes scandals, too. 

J\'IJ-. MAXWELL: I "ould not trust the 
),linistor to write a historv of the de,•ds of 
the Anzacs, but I would ·trust his officers. 
1 ·. he going· to pnt this in his school papers?. 

" They shall not grow old, as we who are 
left grow old, 

Age shall not wear;r them, nor the years· 
condemn. 

At the going down of the sun, and in the· 
morning, 

\\' e shall remember them." 

He does not want to remember them, and: 
there are members on the other side who do
not ·want to re1ne1ubor them. They do not 
believe in memorials. Some of them have 
told me so_ They have asked, "Why don'tr 
you abandon all these memorials? \Vhy don't 
~·ou build hospitals instead of putting up 
IHCD1orials ?" These n1en1orials arc built as· 
an example to th0 rising generation of the 
:.acrificcs thesD men haYe made in order that 
ihis countrv of ours shall bo fit fo·r men 
to live in, 'and fit for a Minister such as 
the hon gentleman opposite and othero who 
<;xptcss thmnselY•23 in the "\Vay thf:'y haYe
clone to attempt by regulation to deal with 
in the school papers. Here is another little 
j•Oem that I '·"ould like to have inserted in 
the school books whil0 the hon. gentleman is 
about it-

" And let us remember the sons of the· 
nation who gave their lives that right 
and uot 1night shall preYai1." 

For-
" The long, long road which all must 

tread 
Far down its tortuous windings to the· 

end, 
\Vill boast of none more valiant than 

vou-
" The honoured dead." 

The only way for· that to be done is to· 
tr•ach the chilciron what these men did-what 
they gave their live~ for. One hon. member 
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on the other side asked what would a woman 
think if she knew that her first-born was 
g-oing to be made fodder for cannon. It i& 
not a very nice subject to discu•s, but the 
women of Queen;land and the women of 
Australia never grudged whnt they gave. 
One hon member in this House asked the 
leader of the Opposition, "vVhat sacrifice 
did you make?" I might ask that hon. 
member, "\Vhat sacrifice did you make?" 

Mr. HYNES: \Ve never tried to exploit the 
war sentiment as you are doing. 

Mr. MAXWELL: It is no good trying to 
reply to inane interjections like that of the 
hon. member for Townsville. I would like 
to quote what Professor Scoit, of the ::V1ci
Lourne University, said "as likely to enn
tuate if wa·r notice·· were eliminated frmn 
the school books-

" To eliminate war as a factor in 
national deve1C·pn1ent-and, indeed. as a 
very substantial factor in national pro
gress-would be .to falsify history deli!Jer
ately. You m1ght as well propose to 
e1iminate religion, econon1ic eom;idera
tions, personality, the inflnf'LCc of 
thought on events. or any other of the 
great forces which have moulded the 
civilised world. :'\o true historv caJ, be 
written \vithout. e~,tin1ating tho ~influcn<"e 
of war. There is no sbte upo~ this 
planet which has not boon fa,hionc•cl 
largely by war." 

Several Governnu~nt n1.cn1bors in:orjecting, 

The CHAIRiviAl\': Order! I have already 
asked hon. members to obey my call t~ 
order, and I trust that they will do so_ 

Mr. MAXIVELL : I want to know whether 
the Minister proposes to eliminat-e from our 
school books matter mch as I have read out. 
Is there g-oing 10 be inculcatf'Cl into the 
minds of the children in the schools a spirit 
of patriotisn1? I say that it is absolutely 
essential to tl'ach the childrr·n whut their 
brotlwrs, fathPTs, and relative., fough1 for in 
the gred. war to enable them to Ji,-e in a 
community mch as this. I certainly hope 
that the li-linister ,,-ill not be ;,:iwn the 
opportunity to put into operation this new 
idea of his_ As the hon. memlwr fm \Yvn
num poiPtrd out. no1Y Lroom:;; ~wt~en dt>~lll. 
2nd tho Mini-tor ,,-ants to make more hision-. 
I believe that he wants to get ahead of ~ir. 
Charlton, the leader of the Labour partv in 
Fed0ral Parlian1('nt, ·whose uttf'ran<"0"u nt 
GenC'\'"a have just appeared in lhc PrcR"'. 
The i\fi11i ter '\an i-s to get kudos for hims(\lf. 
The propl(' of Ove0nslnnd arc not going to 
stand for that kind of thing-. as the hon. 
member for Fitzroy pointed -ont this after
noon_ Thoro was scarcelv a familv which 
did f'Ot have som<' of their mc-mb ·r;s at the 
\var, and they 'vill have t=on1ething to say in 
connection ,,-ith this matter. 

There was one matter which wa' stressed 
by tho hon. member for Rorkhampton in 
dealing- with this vote. He referred to edu
cational an'horities who Yisih'd our citY to 
give lectures, and pointed out that tcar;he" 
in Brisbane were able to get better oppor
tunitir,, thnn ,,.Pro given to tho~c in the 
l:\orthrrn. Central. and vVcs'ern districts. I 
am 'l<!itP i'1 aceord with the hon. mcmb,-r en 
this mbjcct. If teachers from ~ortherrL 
Cont>·al, and ,~·c<t.~rn districtc arc prcnared 
io trnvd to diffNent centres to a'tcnd lcc
tun~s bv th('sf> pdurt~tiona 1 author;tl0.:.:. ;~ i.:: 
the duty of the Govcrnm0nt to give the'" 

every opportunity to attend: I do not believe 
that anything good of this description should 
be confined to Brisbane or other cities, but 
should bP spread as far as possible all over 
the State. If it is possible to get lecturers 
to go to Rockhamp·on and give free passe; 
to t-eaclwrs in other parts of the State to 
Pnable them to attend and benefit b1· those 
)Prtures, \VC should certainly exteiltl the 
system. 

Mr \YI!';STAKLEY: \Vhv not in olher di~-
lricts. too? " 

:.VIr. ::\IAXWELL: I do not mind. It 
is only right. It stands to reason that 
these !ecturee must be worth paymg 
attention to, or the Minist"r would not 
arrange for their coming here to give 
no the benefit of their knowledge. If 
men and women associated with the teaching 
staffs in our schools -are prepared to make 
a sacrifice to attend these lectures-and the 
time involved in travelling to and fro and in 
attendance at the lectures would moan a 
rertain an1ount of inconvenie-nce and cxpensp 
-it is onlv fair th>tt these advantages should 
be afforded lo them. 

In conolnsion. T would ask thE' 1\IinistPr 
whether hP is going to elirninatp frmn thP 
'"hool books stcn·ips from English his'or,V. I 
canno( understand how some hon. members 
opposite have got the idf'as thPy have in 
conne ·tion with English history, but some 
)Wople naturallv se-c the bad sid" of a thing. 
Orw of the finest books we can re· tcl is 
l\Iacaula,v·s "IIistory of England.'' Then' 
are 'Others. but there seems to me an idea 
pernwating- th-P minds o£ our fri0nd-. opposite• 
to take history and put the \Yrong construe~ 
tion on it, and on t'Yf~ry occasion to thro,,· 
that bad up nt us, cxpo~ing it to the 
pnhlic <'VC and the view of the country_ 
That i,· the onlv comtruction I c~n 
place on 1hc af·tions ~f hon. mPnll)ers oppo:::.ite· 

Mr. HYl\ER: You ar<' endeavourino· to kill 
thP rrNlit Gf the rountry. ~ 

}Jr. :.VIAX\VELL: am not, and I am 
r,ot e-oing to allow the hon. member to put 
"ords into m v mouth. I ask the Minister 
whethct' he '\'ants to elir>;inatc from the 
school books S0111C' of Burns'~ poctrt:-<, snC'h as 
" Scots Wha Hac \'li' \Yallace Dled"' 
\Vould he eliminate 1\1acaulav's "Dalhd of 
ilw .\rmeda"? \Ymlicl he pJiminatc Camp
l,c!l'.s "The Battle of the Baltic"' Thrre is 
onlv one ra;v of sunshine that I crtn see, and 
it lies in the probability that the hon. gentle
nl~tn 1Yi11 not re-ign very Jon~. 

Mr. GLEDSON ([Jt,,t.·irh): I want to have 
a word or two to say on this itnportant 
work of education and of the fonvarrl move 
w~ are making in thP \vork with our boy< 
and girls, particularly in our technical 
colleges and State schools. Thf' rlepart ncnt 
have gone ahead in educational work. and I 
h ... ve to congratulate them on the stand<trd 
of cclucation they have set up in our· techni
cal schools anrl trade schook Thev have 
tnado the standard the junior uniY('rRit.v 
c~nmination, and lntn3 giv0n the boy~ and 
g-1rLs who attend thc ... e schools tlw oppor
turqt:v of u-oing throng-h th0 jnnior cours?. 
and of Pithor CJUalif,ving for a trade or a 
profession. That is a pnt of the cduca
tio':al system ;vhich should Le ci0vclopcd. and 
\duch the Mm1ster should push on as far 
as he ca!l. 

Another matter I would like to notice in 
pas ,ing is the move that has been marlc in 
the lJtlilding of domestic science railway 

Mr. Gledson.1 
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cars and sending them out to the furthest 
part of our rail way system to give the girls 
there an opportunity of getting some know
ledge in domestic science. I had the oppor
tunity of seeing the cars which were built 
in Ipswich, and also when one was stationed 
at the last Brisbane Exhibition, and I am 
sure that everybody who took the oppor
tunity of going through it-and there were 
crowds of men and women who did so
could not but be impressed with the possi
bilities of education for our girls in out
back places. I understand that noc,, a car 
is to be fitted up to give trade instruction 
to boys. That is a good move which ,., ill 
commend itself to everyone. Boys then will 
be able to do vocational work in the out
back centres of our State, and no better 
work could bH engaged in. I think the 
department would be well advised to extend 
the system. The railway does not reach 
quite a number of centres, and I think that 
a motor car could be equipped without any 
rnore expense than a railw:r~· carriage. and 
it could go out into the remote centres ivherr' 
tailways do not reach and take practical 
education to the boys and girls in tho back
blocks. "{o better work could be under
taken by the department. 

The bulk of the speeches which have been 
made have centred <ound the statement of 
tht~ Secretary for Public Instruction as to 
his intention to reorganise the State school 
read0rs with reference to the glorification 
and extolling of war. It has b0en made the 
subject of an "ttack on the Minister and " 
general exhibition of the flag-waving pro
pensities in which the members of the Opposi
tion have indulged from time to time. 

I take it that the thing boils down to what 
we are going to instil into the minds of the 
boys and girb of this State. That is the 
main thing to be taken into consideration. 
\Ye have not to consider what the adults are 
to be told, as Wtl arc dealing with boys and 
girls, and really dealing with babies. Under 
our educational system we have the oppor
tunity of creating an impres·!ion in the minds 
of the boys and girls that is going to be with 
them all their liv.es, and is going to be the 
meam, praeticall.-. of can·ing out their future 
walk in life. What is the idea behind the 
Minister in his recent pronouncement? Not 
to discredit anything that anyone has done 
for Auslmlia, and not to discredit anything 
that has been done by the men who have 
fought for Australia. Nothing was further 
from the hon. gentleman's mi'ld. That is 
only a mean attempt by the Oppositicm to 
bring that pha~e of the matter into the dis
cussion. Tbe i·dea behind the J\1inister and 
the Labour party is to take out of all articles 
in our :;chool literature such thing-s as will 
inflame the n1inds, csp·ccially of our boys, and 
practically brutoliso them and place them 
in a position of desiring fight all the time. 

Mr. KERR: It will mean taking out some-
thing that is not there. 

:Mr. GLEDSO::>J: It is there. 
Mr. KERR: Tell me where it 1s. 

:Hr. GLEDSON: Last week I li~tened to 
an address by a school teacher. He said. 
" I have had an opportunity of teaching boys 
for a nnmher of years. I had fifty ho:;-s under 
mv care at the tor- of the school. I aho had 
an opportunity of dealing with 600 junior 
ca·dds. What is in the minds of those boys? 
What do they think a hero is? In nearly 

rMr. Gledson. 

every case a boy's conception of a h<ero is 
the o:1e who has the strongest muscle or the 
one who can !mock the other one down." 
That \\as just b~t week, not dealing with 
this que,tion, but on another matter alto· 
gether. 'That was the opinion of a Queensland 
school teacher who is not now in the service 
but has taken on other work. -

Mr. MoRGA;>~: 'That is the Australian spirit. 

:Cdr. GLEDSOX: He said that was the 
idea in the minds of the boys of Queensland. 
\Vhat we have to do is to teach them that 
thorD i;; ,c:oinc higher ideal than how you are 
going to knock son1ebody on the nose and 
make his nose bleed, or knock him over. 

j\,h. KERR: That is very bloodthirsty. 

Mr. GLEDSO::-.i: The idea of our educa
tiona 1 s:•;stem is to see that the impressions 
in thn minds of our boys and girls will 
cultiva to such a lino of thought as will enable 
them to hke their place in life and become 
good citizAns of our State, and not Lecome 
col-diers of the future, and not become men 
who will all the time be looking to see 
whether th0re is going to be a war or not, 
and whom thev can ftght. IV c want .to adopt 
c\·ery po"ible" means 'to see that the impres
sions made on the minds of our boys and 
o·irls in the early stages are such as will lead 
them to hi~rher 'ideals of life. and. will teach 
them that there is something hirher for them 
than fighting one> another, and we should 
imbu<' them with the idea that brotherly love 
should r·ontinue, and that there is something 
greater in life than killing one another. 

At 4 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CoOPER (Brcmcr), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen. relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. Krxo: Th&t is class-consciom teach
ing. That comes later on. 

~k GLEDSON: The \\hole position in 
connection with this matter is that once we 
educate om· boys and girls up to such a 
dandard there will he no ncc>d to teach 
c~a~s-ron;;;:.riouo:;;ness becn1se the•,~ vdll be suffi
ciently class-conscious to decide the matter 
for thems0lve". But I am Pot p-oin~r to be 
drawn off the track to deal with thB question 
ot class-ronsclousn,·.:::s. l-Ion. m.embcrs opposite 
ban' been trying to point out that th? scho?l 
paners and literature should be wnttcr, m 
snch a manner as to induce boys and girls 
to rush into wwr vvithout asking any questions 
at all. 

Mr. KERR: You am wrong. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for 
Bundaberg quoted from the poem " The 
Battle of Blenheim." It is just as well to 
remind some of O!il' people hm·.- this affech 
us. If this was in the school boob, it would 
do no harm. I wish to quote from the eighth 
v-erse~ 

" \Vith fire and 'word the country round 
\Vas wa<ted fn·r and wide; 

And many a childing mother then 
And ne\\ born baby died; 

Bn t things Jik,, that, you know, must be 
At eYery famous victory. 

" 'I'hev saY it "· a.s a shockin~ sight 
After 'the fi<>ld was won; 

For ma>'V thousand bodies here 
Lav rotting in the sun; 

But things like thai, you know, must. be 
At every famous victory. 
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" Great praise the Duke of Marlbro' won 
And our good Pnnce Engcne. 

' \Vhy, 'twas a very wicked thing!' 
S Lid little Wilhelrnine. 

'Nay, nay, my little girl,' q;wth he, 
'It "'as a fan1ous vrctory. 

" And everybody praised the Duke. 
\Vho this great fight did win. 

'But what good came of it at hest?' 
Quoth little P.ctcrkin. 

·' 'vVby that I cannot tell,' quoth he, 
'But 't\yas a. famous victory.' " 

"That poem will not incite the minds of 
children, but it will show just what has been 
attempted to b'> ;hown by hon. members on 
tbis side-that in nearly every war the com
lmtants do not know what the war is about. 
They arc only asked to go into battle. vVe 
l1ave that exemplified in Tennyson's poem 
·· The Charge of th Light Brigade." 

" Theirs not to reason why; 
Theirs but to do or die. 
Into the jaws oi death 
Rode 1hc six hundred." 

That is the same 'right through eYery war 
that has taken place. In the history of the 
w01ld we fi•1d tha'; those who wore actually 
the combatants hac! nothing to do with the 
reasons for the war or its cessation. Hon. 
members will say. "\Vhat is the reason for 
all this talk in connection with the matter?" 
We find that iu cor::ncction with the agitation 
for the abolition of slavery someone had to 
start it. The hoa. member for Enoggera 
stated that there was a waT to secure the 
freedom of slavery in America. That was 
because of the greed of the Southern 
planV•u .. \vho 1-vcr~~ prepared to retain their 
slaves for cheap labour as long as the' 
possibly could. The slaves did not want t"o 
remain ela1·es, but the planters in their greed 
for commercialism wanted them. Yet the 
hon. 111C1nbcr for Enoggera quoted that as an 
examplo of why one war "had to be brought 
about. \Ye find that in every reform some
one had to start it. If by our literature we 
can impress on the minds of the boys and 
girls Vwt there are higher things in their 
lives than wa'r, ,,nd that there is such a 
thing as brotherly love, then when they 
gro\v up into men and \YOlncn thes"'' ideas 
will be so implantecl in their minds that they 
will sec no reason for going to l+ar. \Vc 
havo been told that hon. members on this 
side of the Chamber are prepared to sit 
down and let some foreign nation come in 
and ride rough'ohod OYer u:;-;. There is nothing 
of the sort. If you train a boy to box-" the 
gentle a.rt of ,,,elf-defence,'' as it is termed
the first thing he wants to do when he gcis 
out is to go ancl have a go at somebody 
a.nd try his proficiency. The same thing 
applies in this case. IV c have to get a wa v 
from that sort of thing. An effort is ·,o~;. 
being n1ade to get a\vay altogether fro1n 
w'!r. ::\Icmbers of the Opposition say, and I 
thmk rightly, that they individuallv do not 
>vant to see any more war. I bel!0.e thov 
are honest in that. and that they would -do 
all they possibly could to stop war. If th<tt 
is so, let us sta:rt no\v and so train our bov3 
and girls that they will 'ha vo a horror of 
war and clo what they can to prcn:nt war. 

Just to sec what they are doing in the 
Federal Parliament in connection with this 
matter, I picked up a Federal "Hansard." 
and I read some interesting utterances by 
Mr. Bruce, >vho, I think, is the Prime 

1924-3 T 

Minister of the Commonwealth. Dealing 
with the Defence Equipment Bill, Mr. 
Bruce said-

" \Ve are told that in all countries 
there is a revulsion of feeling against 
warfare, because of the experiences of 
the late war. I agree that there is. I 
be,~eve that every nation that was 
ongagml in that war is determine-d, by 
all means in its power, to prevent its 
participation in another such trouble. 
But some years ha Ye now elapsed. ,,ince 
the war. People arc growing up m all 
the countries that were combahnts who 
played no part in and had no experience 
of the war. The number of such people 
will ineYitably increase as the years go 
by. Those of us 'Vho participated in, 
and those who lived during the war will, 
as the years go by, become fewer in 
number. I regret that already th·c re
Yulsion of feeling agajnst \Var appears to 
be becoming weaker, and that thNe is a 
tendency to forget the lPssons that the 
war taught." 

Let the Prime Minister of Australia speak 
for the Opposition. and let hon. members 
opposite do away with any thought in fayour 
of >Yar; let them endeavour not to perpetu
ate war. Mr. Bruce says again-

"A very real and very grave danger 
to the peace of the world lies in the fact 
that leaders, 1o maintain their position, 
may appeal to the sentiments of a people 
and arouse their national ambitions." 

The &peechcs of hon. membNs opposite 
to-day wili tend to do nothing but arouse 
the ambitions of the people of Queensland 
and instil into their minds the fact that there 
is a necessity for us to ke0p up " war spirit 
in Queensland. (Opposition di,scnt.) The 
sooner we get away from that the better. 
The sooner we do what we can to eliminate 
all ideas of v, ar and teach our boys an-d 
girls a "higher conception of life, the better 
it. will be for us. If we do that we shall bo 
doing something- which will bre_nd us as a 
Parliament and a State that is doing its 
little bit to bring about an era of uniYers:d 
peace throughout the world. 

l\Ir. TAYLOR (Windsor): I am sure hon. 
members have listened with considerable 
imerest to the speeches that have been 
delivered to-day on this vote. Before I 
make a few remarks regarding what has 
boon the dominant note throughout tho 
speeches, I think we should congratulate 
ourselves, and the Department of Public 
Instruction should congratulate itself, on the 
very excellent work that is being done 
throughout the State in promoting primary 
ancl secondary education in every possible 
Llirection. 

Like the hon. member for Ipswich, I too 
h~d the privilege of going into the domestic 
sc-ience car exhibit at the recent show, and 
it was an exhibit th11t mnst commend itself 
to everyone desiring to see the benefits of 
that class of education bestowed on those 
who have not the same privileges as their 
krtunate ·oistors in cities such as Brisbane, 
Rockhampton, and other large cities in 
Queensland. I agree with the iclea of the 
hon. member for Ipswich as to extending 
that system, if possible, to places where there 
is no railway communication. Probably a 
motor conveyance could be fitted up-not as 
expensive as the railway carriage we have 
at the present time-which coulcl be sent out 

Mt·. Taylor.j 
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to those plac~s whcr•J !llP children have no 
benefits or privileges of any kiLd. That is 
an idea that might be taken notic~ of by the 
Minister. vYherevcr there is a railwav there 
arr: certain advantages ::tccruing to" these 
who live within close proximity to that 
railwav. 

Our ~.\stem of education ic being well mRin
tained, notwith•,tanding the criticisms that 
are sometimes directed at it. The educa
tional system of Queensland I certainly 
think will hold its own Yvith the educatinnal 
system of any other State in the Com>rwn
lwalth. vVhil" I say that, I consider that 
tho success of the Department of Public 
Instruction depends not >o much on the 
Minister controlling it as on the per,nanent 
heads of the department. 

Mr. COLI.INS: Belittling the politician 
again. 

Mr .. TA YLOR: I am not belittling the 
pohtiCmn, but because of the time the officers 
in the department spend in studying e.duca
twnal matters, they should be better quali
fil'd than any ministerial head to carrv out 
the fun< ions of the department as we desire 
they should be carried out. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INBTRlTTION: 
A little Yariety is Yery good sometimes. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I think the hon. gentleman 
cm provide the Yariety all right. 

\Vith regard to the question that has boon 
rais<>d during 1his di~cussion as to advisable
ness or othenvisc of in .. erting in the schcol 
books lC'S·:.ons pertainino· to war we on this 
side haYe no desire whi~teYer to 'see anvthing 
pla_eed in ~he school books of Queensland 
which will mflame the minds of the children 
in favour of war. \Ye sav that unhesita-
tingly • 

Th•~ SECRETARY FOR I't:BLIC IxsTRt:CTI0:-1 : 
That is 1ny argu1nt~nt. 

Mr. TAYLOR: \Ye have no desire that 
anything of that kind shall appear in the 
school books of Que<>nsland. That is the 
opinion of every member on this side of the 
Chamber. \Vo do not want to sco \\ :n 
placed on a pc·desta l. \Ye do not "·ant h 
see it deified in any shape or form. The 
fear that is in 1 he minds of the people of 
Queensland is that t.lwrc is likclv to brc 
another war. That fear may be right or it 
may be wron~. 

The SECRgTARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRCC'TION: 
I say it is wrong. It is a newspaper fear. 

l\1r. TAYLOR: If w0 are going to hav-o 
refcr<'nco to the horrors of war, it must 
n''t bo forg·ot en that there hav-e been and 
there nro glorious associations connected 
with the art;ons of men in war time. No 
ono c-an deny that war brings out the very 
best that is in man and also the verv worst. 
I think we all agree wi·h that. If "vou are 
going tn dt>pict the horrors of \var ln vour 
school boob and in :vour school papers" and 
sho,,- the pcrnici~us and devastating influence 
I~ has on humamty generally. then it is only 
nght, where there are snlendid achievemenh 
and splend;d thing-s done bv men associated 
with war, that theY also should be recorded. 
I claim that that is not a. deification of war 
in anv shrpe or form. It must not b~ 
forgotkn that all great reforms hav-e all 
f'Olne throu:;h gr0n.t s<re"s, great sorrow, and 
great sacr;firr. Th" red.emntion of mank;nd 
was hroqg-ht "hnnt how? Bv the crucifixion 
of Christ. That is the doctrine that is 
acceplf'd in the Christian churches to-·day. 

[Mr. Taylor. 

Yet that crucifixion had to take place before 
then' was any chance of tho r·edcmption of 
rnan kind. 

Mr. Cor.uxs: Do you think \YC ha ye rc
Jpen1ecl nHlnkilld t:ince that time? 

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know that we have 
succeeded in redeeming mankind. I cer
tainly think there have bc<)n honrst atte11111ts 
llHtde tn rede-,~nl rnankind S:£1CC that tin1c. 

Many of thPm have failed. and prolnbly many 
mc,re efforts will fail in the future: but so 
long as nwn arc sinc('rC' in their {'' clravour~, 
I claim that p;ood must result. \Yhother the 
Grrat \\,..ar 'vas nccc .,sar:.' in order to bring 
it about or not I am not preparc'd to say; 
but \YC haYe to admit that probably what was 
imy;o;sible of accomplishment b. fore '1914 
has lKcn accomplished sincp the c,"''ation 
of the WTt.r-that is the formation of a lcaguo 
of the principal nations of the world. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRCCTIOK : 
Some of the nations do not want \\ ar because 
they would lo'c too many ships. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Sine the cessation of the 
war we know that the League of :'\ations ha.; 
been broup;ht about. It may not haYe accom
plished as much as \\ c would like to .;:ee, but 
we must not forge'! that since 1914 we have 
had r prcscntativ-Ps of the lcadinp; nations of 
the world sitting round the !able of tho 
League of Nations to cliscnss the situation in 
rcvard to future \Yars. The interests of the 
different nations have be n of a ycrv con
flicting nature, and to bring -ord0r O:.tt of 
chaos has been a most difficult bsk. Surclv 
\H' have reason to hopo that scnne rneari::, 
will be found of preventing· war in the future 
\vhile vve hav~~ such a lC'agqc in operation 
and fnnctio11ing as it is at th€~ present time, 
and on which Australia is rep re, ?ntc·cl by the 
Attorn v-Gcneral of the Commm>w'alth and 
leader of the Fecl0ral L'lbour party. \Ye 
could not hope for that solution veors ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC lNSTRUCTIO::\ : 
Somr·thing can be done by urg:tuis:ltion. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The Mini,ter's great aim 
at the present tim' is to teach the children 
the b!c~sings of jwace. ant! if that is done. 
the MinistPr will have accompli h· d a yery
great work. I certainly hope that he wili 
do that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTIOX : 
'I' hat is th o idea. 

Mt·. TAYLOR: A short time ago we had 
a Disarmament Conference held at \Vashing
ton. It looked quite improbable a few yPard 
ago that the nations would meet t·ogcther 
to disrms the diearmanwnt problem. We 
know the result of that Disarmament Con
ference. A great many war vessels were 
scrapped, and the numhcr of vess ·Is to be 
built by th.' Pm·:crs who met in the Con
ference was limited. 'Vc know th·ct a certain 
arr:,nprcmlnt ·was 1nade by Japan, EnglanU., 
an -1 America with regard to VO""S0l~ in waters 
udjaccnt to Au,·tralia.. Thos~; thin~s want to 
·be tanght in otlr schcols as !nuch as nossibl-r. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRVCTION : 
IIcnr, hr~ar! 

Mr. TAYLOR: We want to ino,dnte a 
horror of war. w·hich has bf'cn fl.O dcYastating 
not. only to Queensland but throughout the 
world. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
You are expressing my sentiments. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Ref.nrencP has heen made 
to mothers whose first-born children took pad 
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in the war. Every member of this Chamber 
knows that there are hundreds of tlwusands 
of mothers in the world to-dav-manv oi 
them in Australia-who, although they hav3 
shed Litter toa"' over the loss of their loved 
ones do not regret that their boys fell in 
YYhat the_,· belie\ .0 wa.s a noble cause. They 
are proud of their boys, \Vhcse n1en1orics \vill 
alwavs be sw 'Ct to them. These matters 
would not be out of place in our school books 
at the present time. 

Another matter mentioned by the hon. 
member for South Brisbane was what he 
called " secret treaties.'' For quite a long 
time secret trea ies between natiOns will be 
absolutely imperative. lt may happen that 
it will be advi able for nations whose terri
tories adjoin ot· \vhose interests are identical 
to make a treaty which it is not in the best 
inter ,,ts of either to be knoyyn bv a third 
nation; and I take it that when such treaties 
ha vo bc!'n made the nations concerned have 
been actua ed by the very highest possible 
motiYes, both in making them and in keep
ing !hem secret as far as possible for the 
tirrl8 b:::ing. 

I d<o not want to labour the question. If 
the diocuosio.t brings us any nearer to peace, 
we shall all welcome it. ~\t any rate, I hope 
it will. Thoro is ono point on which I did 
not touch when dealing with the League of 
Nations ju' t now to which I shall refer in 
conclusion. \Ye have in (uoensland and 
thrOU£ hont the Empire our courts. our 
judges, and juries. Cases are brought before 
them. The judges listen to thorn, the advo
cates for he contcndiug parties argue them, 
and the judge gives his Yerdict or award. 
\Vhat would be the value of an aYvard or a 
verdict cf a judge if we had not our polico 
force and St. Hel-ena behind it? It would 
not be worth a snap o£ the fingers. The 
hon. member for Fitzroy quite rightly said, 
" \Vhy not start by dismissing our polico 
force?" Does not the hon. member for 
Bowen-to whom I give credit for sincerity 
of vimv-lcck the doors and windows of his 
house whe'l he goes out with his wife and 
family? \Yhy? For the simple reason that 
he knows there arc people in this world who 
have no respect for his property, and he 
takn tho~e steps to defend it. And if any 
man triccl 'o interfere with his wife or his 
familv and he had a w0apon bv him, he 
wculd net fail to use it; ho would not wait 
to rca<on with the man in anv wav. He 
wnulcl rightlv think that the r'nan ~vas an 
offenrlcr, and was not fit to r0ccive anv con
sideration from him-he ,,,ould get rid of 
him as snon as he could. 

The Minis' er in charge of this department 
undonbtPdly carric.• a very heavv responsi
bilit·-.', bcc.tuse the young· people 'of Queens
land arc practically under his control and 
UDder the co'ltrol of the officers of his 
clPJ1artmcut. The characters of our bovs and 
girls. arc ma-de during their school !if~, and 
anv lPtnrfcrcDce with thc historical teaching 
-with the ·dling of what has actually taken 
plar·c-shou1rl be verc· carefullY cm{sidored 
before anvth'ng- is do-ne. \Ve want them to 
gTOVY np V\ ith n true knowledge of ,vhat ha:; 
happencrl rluring paot years. IV 0 do not 
want to sc-8 our Dcnartment of Public 
Instruction marle politio.l. 

OrPOSITJON l\!lniBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. T\YLOH: If it were so, no•hing 
would prcvPnt another M inist"r from a lteJ'
ing the whole sy•.tem. We have not been 

troubled with such a thing in rec-ent years; 
everything has gone on fairly well. Let our 
children have a knowledge of the facts \vhich 
have made the history of the Empire! Teach 
Australian history ! I speak as an Austra
lian-bern, who is proud of being Australian, 
but I also sp·eak as a man who is proud of 
being British, too. I speak in this way 
because I realise that it is important that 
J.othing should be done to impair the great
ness of our State or o£ our Commonwealth, 
or to prevent it from becoming the greatest 
as well as the freest and most democratic· 
country in the world. (Hear, hear !) 

C~;lr. IVIXSTA="LEY (Queenton): This is a 
fairly large vote, and it is also one of tho 
most important that can be discussed. The 
amount required for the education of the 
children in Queensland is increasing every 
year, and that goes to show that we are not 
afraid to spend money in that direction. 
Frflnkly, I believe it is one <Jf the best 
possible inv0stments that we can make. 
Although the discussion has been somewhat 
protracted, and a great d<'al of it has very 
little to do with the vote itself, yet I think 
it is time well spent. Judging from the 
r<>-.ultc, we have good reason to be proud of 
our cdur.1tional system, and perhaps more so 
'vhen one kno,vs something of other systems 
in othPr States and compares them with our 
O\vn. Good as our system may be, I C'onsider 
the last word has not been said on education 
even in Queensland, and for that reason it 
is a very good thing indeed to have n1en Jiko 
Professor _\dams, who was here last week, 
and whom I had the opportunity of listening 
to, and men from other countries of the world 
whose systems are not exactly on all fours 
with our own coming here ancl looking at our 
S".c:ieln and seeing what it is like, expressing 
their opinion, and making comparisons. Com
parisons are said to be odious, but they 
may at times be helpful. If the criticism is 
helpful, then I do not think anybody will 
g-rurnhle at it. \Ve should learn from each 
other. If there are goo-d points in the educa
tional svstems of the other States of the 
Common\vealth, and there are good points in 
the educational S} stems of the other countries 
of the world, then we should not be slow in 
aecoptin)i them i£ they are going to help to 
improve our own systBm. The report by this 
department furnishes exceptionally interesting 
reading. The reports of the inspectors 
from time to time go to show that the 
syste1n is 1naking good progress. 

Mr. KELSO: The inspectors have not been 
rerognisc.cl yet. 

Mr. \YI="STAKLEY: The hon. gentleman 
ne~d not trouble about that. His fears areo 
c·xnggcrat£'d. H£' is making a mountain out 
of a molehill. The diffieulties that he can 
see and tl1e things that he is afraid of are 
cro"-lnres of his own imagination rather than 
anything else. It seems a pity that only a 
h<Jnclful of teachers located in the metro
polit'lE area can get an onportunity of hear
ing thme men who Yisit Queensland. It has 
b00n sug;;c.5tcd that for educational purposes 
iho Statc be divided into three sections
South, Central, and North. It might be a 
good thing to hnYe training colleges estab· 
lishorl in thoso three diYisions; but it -does 
~ecm to lrP a Vf'ry unfair thing to expect the 
tParh~rs in the Central di.strict and the North 
t.J spend the whole of their lives in those 
disi-ricts. The Central and the Northern 
districts are not so thickly ponulated as the 
South, and everyone must know that in 
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sparsely populated districts the a·dvantages 
anJ opportunities, both for teaching and 
learning, amongst the teachers themselves, 1s 
not as good as in the larger centres of 
population. Anybody who has spent twenty 
to thirty years in North Quecn"land and 
oeomes to live in Brisbane cannot help bemg 
struck by the decided advantages in many' 
di:rections, particularly in connection with 
people »ho want to learn and are anxwus to 
know and who want to hear the opinions of 
p~opl'e from other Sta t:>s and other countries. 
While the inspector' m thell' reports powt 
<Jut the splendid work these men are dc:mg 
in the outback districts, oven under senous 
disadvantages, it is known that a majority 
<Jf these men think that, when they have 
done a fair turn there-they are justified. in 
this belief-they should get an opportumty 
o£ coming into the southern parts of the 
'State and enjoying the privileges that man.Y 
·of the teachers enjoy here to-day. That 1s 
Qnly a, fair and reasonable expectation on 
;their part. 

[4.30 p.m.] 
One or two of the reports of inspectors 

point out what, to my mind, is a very 
great essential, and what is to boys partl
oeularly one of th" g-reote-t problems con
nected with education. That is, that the 
children sl:ould not be educated in a kind 
'Of educational rut. They point out that, 
while bovs are fairlv etncient so far as 
memory -and other " work is concerned, 
immediately they arc asked to make an 
application of their knowiedge to the every. 
·dav affairs of life they are at a, loss how to 
<lo" w. If that goes on, bDys, when leaving 
school, may be fairly well crammed and 
have acquired a lot of things which they 
have memorised, but. if they are unable to 
make an application of their learning to the 
everyday affairs of life, then their education 
will be far from being complete. Education 
does not consist in the mere accumulation 
·of facts, events. and figures, but should 
enable boys and girls to think for the,n
sdYes and to draw logical conclusions from 
the ever.,·day events of life. If they are 
unable to do so, something has been lacking 
in their education J.nd in the sy,,tem they 
were educate<! under. That fact mav not be 
widespread, but it is evident that 'it exists 
in some places. l t is one of those things 
which to some extent depends upon the 
teachers. 

There is another matter I would like to 
point out, and that is in connection with 
play-sheds in the "'\01·thern and North
·western parts of the State. I understood 
an hon. member tD say that these had now 
been cut out. If that is so, the children in 
those portions will be placed at a serious 
disadvantage unless the school buildings, 
like the modern schools, are built on fairly 
high blocks so as to afford shelter a,nd shade 
from the hot sun <luring the play hours. 
Oniy this morning I re•'eivcd a letter from 
the Department of Public Instruction advis .. 
ing that an application for a pla:;·-shcd in 
connection with one of the schools in mv 
electorate had been referred to the Depart
ment of Public 'vV orks. All thn.t is w mtecl 
ir, this ca"e is for the wall plates, rafters, 
and iron to be placed on blocks which are 
alrendy in the ground. The schcol is situ
ated in a centre where the population has 
decreased, and in consequence of the school 
attendance having decreased, a portion of 
the school building has been t&ken to a 
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more populous district, leaving the blocks 
and concrete floor there. Play-sheds are an 
essential convenience attached to schools in 
the northern part of the State. 

One of the northern inspectors has some
thing to say in connection with the music 
and singing of the children. I agree with 
the hon. member for Bundaberg, who said 
that a good deal could be implanted in the 
minds of children by songs, and that many 
of the songs would remain in their minds. 
One song-writer said that he did not 0'.re 
who educated the childl'en so long as he 
.wrote their songs. The inspector points out 
that in one little school in North Queens
land the singing stands out conspicuously on 
its own. It is evident that the teacher ha,s 
a love for music and that he has impa,rted 
his love for music to the pupils. Anyone 
vino h>s heard those children would agree 
w1th the inspector that their .singing is 
exceptionally fine-not onlv their singing in 
unison, but their part so{lgs. 

Quite a lot of discussion has taken place 
a-; to what is to be the attitude of the 
department with regard to what it places 
before the school children in the school book' 
and papers. To my mind the point is not 
so much whether the methods of the past 
have LJccn right or wrong. The question is: 
vVhat are we going to do and be in the 
future? The speech of the hon. member 
for vYindcor contra ·ted with some of the 
speeches of other hon. m em hers opposite, 
and it contained a paradox. The hon. 
member pointed out that the redemption of 
mankind bad been worked out by ,acrifice. 
There is no doubt about that; but the 
attitude of a very large number of hon. 
members opposite is not on those lines. 
Their attitude is not to redeem their people 
or their country by sacrifice. but the reverse. 
Their motto is very well <lef1ned-

" Thrice is he armed who hath hi,; 
quarrel just, 

But six times he who gets his blow 
in first." 

They ap::eal on behalf of war, and claim that 
we should inculcate the spirit of ·;qn in our 
children and train th.:n1, as s-oon as thf'y can 
be trained, to meet an cn0n1v ~~,ho 111av arise 
and whom they must l1ght. ·They wiil, per
haps, say that they have no love for war, but 
it is an al.:solute fact that in davs not long 
pa't milituy jingoes cl rank to- the toast. 
" 1-\._ bloody 'var and quick promotion." 
Fvery- soldier kr·ows that his only chance 
Df promotion is to have his mates killed 
or \Younded. Hon. mE·nbers Dppo,ite say that 
they do not believe in war, hut they possess 
the jingoistic spirit and mpport traditions 
of war. The question is wlwthcr we shall 
fo.::ter 'var or a..-oid war r.1tog-0thcr. Hon. 
ntf'lnbcrs opposit0 havo crcdit2rl the lVIinister 
with quite a lot that l-·8 did not sov. 
The statement has been made that the 
ft!rbting spirit is not in n1an or in his pro
gt'nitors; but it would be a great error to 
f'upnose that tho instinct nf acnn!sitivenrf;R 
in it'" old and barbarous fonn b~s lost its 
hold on cvcn the most civilise cl nation. \Vhen 
an old bri?'ard appeared and pnt hirnself at 
tlw hracl of his nation. he brcanw nt once a 
!l'lPElar hNo. By any rational standard of 
1nornlitv f0w g-r0at"r Sf'O'::.PdrC'ls have over 
lived than Fr~derick tho Great and Napo
leon I. But they are still names to conjure 
with. I for one object to the fact that names 
like, FreJerick the Great anJ Napoleon should 
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be conjur<"d with in our schools, and that their 
deeds should be lauded as those of heroes. 

JHr. KEL~O: They m·-: only mentioned as 
a ·warning. 

Mr. WI:'\SL\NLEY: They arc hold up as 
cxatnplcs for our bo_ys t-o copy, and as being 
superior to the heroe" of )leaco. I believe that 
"Peace ha th her victories no less renowned 
tha'l war,'' and that we• -Jwuld obj<'ct to" hat 
has been done in times gone by in exalting 
Dnly the militaristic and jingoistic section. 
If wo rontinuo to do that·, \YC arc going to 
incu!c;Jtc into our childrt>n th~' iJca that 
they shoulcl bcco•nc a militaristic nation, or 
otherwise the nation Yvill go back. I do not 
believe that. If we are going to have these 
things rden d to in the school book., at all, 
the truth shcu'-d he told about them. Thov 
~honld not bP glos~cd oyer. Th;_~ hcrrors c;f 
war as well as its glories-if there arc an:J 
glo•·ie~-sho•,]d be told to the boys plainly and 
d 1 '·tin et I v. 

:vir. Knso: :r:, ~rybody agrees with that. 

Mr. WINSTAKLEY: EHrybody doe' not 
agree with that, and the epecchc3 made by 
members on that side of the Chamber have 
not been in that direction. The idea seems 
to preYail a1nong.~·.t hon. momben npposite 
that, unless we are a militar7 nation and 
nnle~,s we cultivate the military spirit. some
body is going to <:ome along by and by and 
swallow us up. \Vhat made the German 
nation so anxious and so read, for war \Vas 
the fact that fo-r thirty years they had been 
teaching in their school books that rhe Ger· 
mans were superior to aJI the races of tho 
world; that they were the cream of crcat ion; 
that they belong to the Nordic race and that 
their culture and intelligence were superior 
to those of any other nation and they had a 
perfect •right to impose their culture on all 
the other races of the world. \Ve can easily 
imagine, if that was taught to the boys and 
girls, that they re~dily believed it, a1;d that 
they did not need much ins pi ring or encour
agement when the time came tD buckle on 
their swords and fight for what thov believed 
was in the internts of their counti·v and of 
their culture. Those responsible f~rlly met 
with the ·reward they deserved. 'l'he point 
to my mind is whrcther in our "Chocls we are 
going to teach our boys and girls that there 
iJ something better than war; ,,-het her we 
ought to arbitrate before \Ye fight; whether 
wo are going to foster the "l''irit d the 
League of Nations; and ·whether ''"e are 
going to try to get nations to meet together 
lrke wo get people to meet tDgether in a 
spirit of sweet rea~onablencss, and discuss 
the difficulties which do exist, and ,·hich 
n1ay vPry rca':3onably exist internationally
whether these thi11gs are going to bo dis~ 
cussed before fighting take" place or not. 
Does anybody imagine for a. n1on1ent ihat, 
if in August, 1914, the wa.r could ha Ye been 
po ... tponed for a week or a fortnight and 
the tnattcr disc:l~'So(jd, the '' ·1x ,vonld oyer 
have taken nlace? l'\o one for a moment 
believes that" it \\ould. and the question is 
whether the boys and girls of Australia arc 
g·oing to be taur,·ht to support a. league 
like the League of Nations with ''cp£csenta
trves from all nations present-all nations 
are not represented at precent, but I hope 
they very soon will be-and whether tho 
m\n;ds of the people are g.oing to recognise 
~r~lt,ratTon as between na tlons as a prcvon~ 
tatrve of war. If we do that we Ca'l take 
it. for granted that the time i~ not verv far 
distant-though perhaps not in our time
when war will be no more. 

Some hon. members have talked about 
abolishing the police. Does anyone imagine· 
for a moment that the police of BrisbanP
probahly the whob force does not exceed a 
thousand-does a1,:yonc imagine that 1.000 
police can keep 200,000 people in ordDr if the· 
people do not want to be kept in order? Is 
it not a fact that members of the community 
understand that th<• police have a right to. 
keep those in order who do not keep them
selves in ordPr, a'ld that they should stand 
behind a policm11an when he arrests a. rnan 
who has been interfering with somebody else· 
-who has assaulted somebody or robbed 
somebody-or who has transgressed the law'! 
Once nations can he got to the stage Yvhen 
they will recognise what is ·right and wrong 
internationallv and then submit it to a 
tribunal for d.eciswn, the time will not be 
far distant whDn \';ar \Yill he no more. Hon. 
rnen1bers opposite are prFsin1istic about it. 
They say that because wars haye been they 
always will be. I do not believe in that 
for a moment, I belieyo the time is not 
far distant of wh [eh Tennyson wrote-

" Till the war drum throbh'd no longer,. 
and the battle-flags were furl'd, 

In the Parliament of man, tho Federation 
of the world." 

Nobody worked harder and nobody did 
more than the late \V, T. Stead tD bring 
about what he called "The Cnited States 
of ILurope." His wish was to get the "'hole 
of the European nations together to discuss 
their differences- differences of race. of 
possessions. and of languages-and to try 
to understand one another. Everybody 
knows I hat in a ~Teat rnany instances there 
have been no rDai'difference·: between nations, 
but ·wars have bc0n fought because of the 
whims or fancies of some particular indi
viduals. As I said once before in this 
Chamber at the close of th<e war, if the 
League of l'\ ations does not succeed-I hope 
it will-it will be followed hy a league of 
peoples in every coountry of the world. \Yhen 
once they can get over the imaginary h:mn
ciaries-of course it is not an easv matter
Lut when once the:;· can got together and 
discuss their rlifferences the": will soon comP
to the conclusion that they.have nothing to 
gain but a very great deal to lose by pcr
l'ctuating the barbarou., systc•n under which 
we live at the nrp,cnt timD. I think a great· 
deal can Le done to instil into the minds 
oi the boys and grrls of this great and privi· 
lcged country the truth that ti1ere are better, 
things than war, and that wars can be· 
,,voided just in so far as people are eduratc<l
up to the point of seeing that thcs differ 
er.ces can be settled by other and bctteJ• 
means than the arbitramont of the sword. 

J\lr. S\Yi'tYNE (Jlirani): I vould like tr 
say a few \Yards on behalf uf the countr} 
children in Queensland. Uufortunat.Ply, g1 
where we will through the countr.- districts 
\\'0 find groups of settlers with children ot 
:::chool ag·c 'vithout cdncational advantag~~s 
"\s \VG have a ncv. ::Yiinister in charge of thr 
{.h·nartmf'nt, it is a fitting opp·n·tunit:v to dra\V 
his attention to this matter. I do not wish to 
la hour the question. The ::Yfini.,ter can easily 
flscrrtain for hi1ns lf that such is the case 
E,·en when his officials decide that a schoo' 
is required, unfortunately the matter is hung 
up b:· another depnrtmcnt. I think the hon 
member for Burnett this morning !aiel hi~ 
finger on a \\ ak spot when he pointed out 
that the decision of the Department of 
Public Instruction as to ,;hat schools shoul<L 

Mr. Swayne..] 
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r cko precodenco in erection is 0\ "rrulod by 
the Department of Public Works. The officers 
.of the Department of Public lnsi ruction arc 
as capable a body of 111011 as w·~' can find 
anywhere. vVhen we lay before them the just 
l'Cfluircrnents for our rcspcctiYe olPctora1 s 
vve recei ye every courtesy ; and every desire 
is shown to do what is rig·ht. Only the other 
<!av I had occasion to see the Under Score· 
tat;y, and I was quite surprised at the detailed 
information he bad at his [ing-.·rs' ends 
regarding the working of the Yarious schools 
which are under his chargu, and wl1at I say 
about him is applicable to cycry official in 
his department, but unfortunately the evil 
still remains. Thoro arc large numbers of 
·chil·dt"'n who are without cdueational facili· 
tics. vVe know that one of the great diffi
culties at the present time is to get sdtlcmcllt 
on the land. v\'hile tlwre arc many otlwr 
faC'tors which go 1-owards creating·~ a dis· 
inclination in that direction. ono Yery in1por~ 
tnnt cause is the fcclin~ on the part of parents 
that. if they go into the country, their 
children will not~ t the education Hwy wonld 
gpt if they remained in the towns. I would 
like the Minister to a55crt himself, and sec 
that; when Parliament Yotes moneY for the 
t>rection of schools the schools are lniilt as the 
department thinb fit. and not as the Depart· 
ment of Public v\'orks thinks fit. The Minis· 
ter n1ay think it is a joke, but it is not a 
joke to parents in countr,, districts. I have 
a letter which appeared in the '·Daily Sbn· 

·df1 rd '' on 20th Augmi lust-

" \YA:-iTED A SCHOOL. 
" R. 0 .. Marshal! (Monto, Yia Eidsvo:d1 

writes-
I a1n a settl c'r on the lTpper Burnett 

Settlement. My wife and three chil· 
dren came here on 16th J anuarv last. 
The three children are of full 'school 
age, the ·eldest baYing been in the 
sixth cla,s before we cam0 here. Th0 
GoYernnlE'nt gaye ns a definit-, assurance 
that schools would be established for 
our children. The ex-Minioter for Pub
lie Instruction was hE're o:1 25th ~Ia\T, 
and he assured us we would get a school 
at our centre. \Ve hayc here nineteen 
children of school age, bcsid s several 
more who will be due for school at 
next birthday-all within 2~ miles of 
the proposed school site. \Y c sent in 
our claim for our school on 26th !"la\· 
last, and we got a reply recently saying 
the department rcfu,ed u:o a State 
school, but that if the parents built the 
schoolroom the depadmcnt w·,mlcl supply 
furn1turc and a teacher for a proYisional 
school. C\Jow, we claim that as we haYe 
over the roquirc'd number of childr ·n 
<mtitling us to a Sta to schooL and as 
there is no school nearer than 20 miles, 
we are not getting a fair deal. \\'c have 
been seven months hero in the bush. 
and are no nearer a school for our 
children." 

'That is only typical of the pmition of most 
of our centres. but the trouble has been that 
instc·ad of onlY havin~ to wait seyen months' 
we have had i:o wait 'seven years or longer.' 

I should not hav-e risen and dealt with 
similar matters to those which haYc been 
discussed by members on this side of the 
·Chamber ha·d it not been for the constant 
atcempt which is being made on tho Govern
ment side to put a wrong complexion on the 
statements of the Opposition. Hon. members 
·on this side have merely urged that it is not 
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wise in the interests of Queensland that our 
boys and girls should be brought up with the 
idea that we shall never have to fight for our 
country. In those questions it is not advis· 
able to mince matters. ALhough it is true 
that some nations are destrou,s of bringing 
about world peace. yet we arc not by any 
1neans assured of ultimate succcs:c, and until 
w·c arc assured of ulti1nate success it would 
not be wise to limit ourseh·cs to ihe idea 
that the time will never come when we shall 
have to fight for the country we own. 'That 
is the mm total of the statemcn s which have 
come from this side of the Chamber-that it 
is not wise that all reference to tho responsi· 
bilitv of nationhood ar>d the defence of one's 
CCUrl>' rv should he ob!itPrated from the train
ing of our yonng people. It js common 
sense to think that since Australia is one of 
the ridw•·t cou,ntries in the world, it must be 
viewed with envy by other nations. and that 
the time m a\ come whPn \YC shall have to 
ddcnd it from a foreign foe: and all we 
cay is th~t our children should be told that, 
if that time should come, it will be neces
sary for thom io take their part in 
carrving out that dutv. That is reallv 
all >that has been said bv hon. men{. 
bcrs on this side: vet \\:c have been 
credited with wishing 'to imbue the young 
Quecnslander with a warlike desire to rush 
to war and a desire 'O fight. Kothing of the 
kind has come from hon. members on this 
s'de. All we have urged is that in our school 
literature it shall be set forth from time to 
time what has been done bv the various 
nations in the defence of their rights, and 
that our children should be told that it may 
be nec0s'" rv to fight for the country they 
own. \Vhi!st we are on this question, I 
should like to sav that I understand that it 
has .been reporto.d that English history has 
been banned, or that it is the intention of 
the :VIinistcr to do so. I should like to say 
that there are many passages in it which 
outrht to be re• ained, such as thos.o dealing 
with the grO\Yth of parliamentary govern· 
ment. 'The House of Commons is described 
as the "1Vfother of Parliaments'' and the 
?rowth of constitutionql govPrnment along 
the lineg of parliamentary government, and 
other simila.r features arc dcdt with. The 
action of England as the first nation to take 
{'!Ctinn in socurin~ frPedrPYl of tho c:.l::1yns is 
touched upon. and it is pointed out that Eng
l~nld has always bP0n t'hf' c:.n11('tnnrv of those 
who \Yf>re af'r:u~nd of politlr'""~1 'Yllio;:dr:>mcnnours 
in other cnm,trirs. I wnnld like to ask the 
'\1inisirr Whdhrr it is \,is intrnt'on to exclnde 
frnm thr school honks all thnso thintrs. I \\'Ould 
alsn l'ke to ask him wh0thrr he intends to 
Pxf'lnr1P all reff'rf'l1(\~ to the Snanish Armada 
and t\,e >rrcat fight put up then by England 
for fr0Prlom. 

\ t 4.50 p.m., 

The CnATR)IAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. SW AY:'•JE: Things like that should 
bn taught so ns to stimulate tho young Aus
tralian, and, if unfortunatelv the time does 
cnmo when he must fight for his country. 
then he will only do what his ancestors did 
before him. 

I was rather surpri· .. ed to hear the hon. 
member for vr arrego refer to the last war 
as a foreign \Yar, and say that he hoped the 
last man and the last shilling had been con
tributed bv Australia for such a cause. I 
wonder if" he realises what defeat in that 
war would haYo meant. Anvone \\ ho 
remembers what took place and 'the cause<; 
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that led up to it, the policy of those who 
were fighting, and their avowed intentions, 
must realise that our boys, when fighting in 
the trenches in Europe or Gallipoli, were 
fighting· Amtralia's battles just as much. as 
if thev h,H] been fighting on Austrahan 
shores.· It was far better for Australia that 
the Turks, the Austrians, and the Prussians 
should be fought on the other side of the 
world instead of our ;;itting idly waiting 
until all the Allies had been defeated, and 
\Ye, being the last because we were the 
furthest away, \\·ere then forced to put up a 
defence in Australia against a competent 
force frmn a Yictorions armv. \Ve aYoided 
the domination of militari~m by joining 
forces with our Allies overseas, and we so 
divert• d from Australia the terrible mi>· 
fortunes that have befallen France and 
other Allied countries on the other side> of 
the world. 

The hon. member for South Brisbane 
stated that the war had been brought about 
by Russia. The trouble was caused by the 
military system that was brought into being 
some 200 years ago, whrch has since brought 
about what became the Prussian Empire, for, 
after all, the German Empire "as ruled 
bv Prussia. I have here a book entitled 
''The Foundations of Germany," by J. Ellis 
Barku, describing the growth of the power 
<Df Germany. It says-

" Prussia has been a military State 
since its beginning. The country has 
grown great by successful wars and b"· 
conquests. Frcderick \Yilliam the First 
not only created a powerful army but 
militarised the administration and the 
·civil institutions as well. He made the 
entire civil life of the country subser
vient to his military requirements and 
ambitions.'' 

Further on the book says-
" Circumstances have made Prussia a 

military State. The country has growu 
great by its military strength. Frcdcrick 
clearly recognised that the existence and 
tho futuro of Prussia. depended upon the 
anny.'' 

Ever since the ectrly y<·ars of the eighteenth 
cer,tury, the Prussian army was strengthener! 
and brought to greater efficiency with the 
,·icw that some day they wore going to 
dominute the wol'ld. \Ye all know what a 
terrific struggle thoro "as to maintain the 
rights of constitutional government during 
the last war, aud, in spite of the hon. 
memb<'r for \Ya1·r,cgo, w,ho, although as a. 
member of this House he took the oath of 
allegiance to the British Crown. termed it a 
foreign war. it was far better that we shoulrl 
take our part in the war on the other side 
-of the orld rather than that the enemy 
should come to our shores. vVe know wha't 
the position in Germany was under the 
Prussian domination before the war. \Ye 
know hoT the military class bullied and 
domineered over every other class in the 
community. We know that a civilian had 
to submit to all sorts of insults to himsdf 
and hi~ womenfolk at the hands of the nwu 
in uniform. If he resented in anv wav he 
was adjudged guilty of treason tD" the· uni
form, and no penalty 1va'"· too scYere for him. 
[5 p.m.l 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! I ask 
th0 hon. gentlen1an to connect his ren1arks 
"·ith he Yote. 

GO\'ERlDIEXT ME:.IIBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. FARRELL: It is high time we had some 
talk about education and less talk about 
Germany. 

An OPPOSITION NIEMBER: What do you 
know about education? 

11r. SW A YNE: We should teach our 
younger people that the time may come when 
they will be called upon to fight against such 
a svstem as that. That is where the connec
tioii between mv remarks and tho vote comes 
in If all references to such subjects are 
excluded from the school papers, the chil
dren will be allowed to grow up with the 
idea that the time will never come when 
they may have to put forward their best 
efforts against such a n!le as that. That 
was the issue in the great war-whether 
militarism should pr·evail against constitu· 
tional goyornn1ent. The issue \Vas not. one 
nationality against another-of Great Britain 
agaillst Germany, or Germany against 
another nation-but a war between two 
svstems. The issue at stake was whether 
a'rbitrary militaristic systems should prevail 
over our parliamouta·ry system. It was up to 
over:: community. whether great or small, to 
take its part in that great struggle. That is 
what our children ought to be taught, and 
not that the war merely meant one set of 
countrie,, fighting another set. \Ve talk of 
pc"ace, but what do we find happening? I 
re ad only in yhterday's ne" spapers a cable. 
gTam which was headed-

" Six Hundred Executed." 
"The Soviet \V ay." 
"The Reds Capture Tiflis." 
"Russirrn Red Troops Enter the Capital 

of Georgia "--

The CHAIRMA::\' : Order ! Order ! 

;\fr. SW A YJ:\E: This subject has cropped 
ur duri11g the afternoon, and the debate has 
centr•'cl around whether references to such 
Ppi,odes are to be kept out of our school 
litcrai ure. It is well that our young people 
should know something of the horrors of war. 
so that they will be prepared to defend 
thcn"elves if e\·er the time arises. vVithout 
rearlin~· the paragraph which I commenc0d, 
I should 'aV that. \Yhen the Red So,·iet armv 
enter<'d Tri.flis. thev ."ummarilv executed 600 
rPsidonts and impr;soned hundreds of others. 
That is the sort of thing we should tdl our 
young people they will 'have to resi,t. 

The hon. member for South Brisbane said 
that wars were broug·ht about against the 
will of the people, and other bcm. members 
on his side sug-gested that wars were insti· 
gatorl by capital. I would like to ask if this 
Soviet war was instigated by capitalists. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! Order! I ask 
the hon. member to confine his remarks to 
the vote. The question he is referring to has 
nothing "hatever to do with this debate. If 
the hon. member initiates an argument. 
another member will reply to him, and that 
may possibly cause another hon. member b 
reply to that hon. member. 

Mr. SWAYNE: This is all connected wit~ 
the question of what should or should no~ 
he contained in the school hooks. I am simpl::" 
cwoting thi:-: on£~ instance EIS showing ,vhat 
!J nwns. Furthermore, hon. members oppo
sir' have urged that children should be 
brought up to abhor v, ar. I ha Ye referred 
i o the Georgian war. waged by men holding 
si1nil;,r prmciples to hon. members opposite-··· 
men who embrace the principles of Karl 
Marx. I think the doctrines laid down by 
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hon. m0mbors opposite cannot be applied to 
the war in Georgia, where all those atrocities 
h>tvc been committed by the Red Soviet army. 

The CHAIR::YIAI\: Order ' If t.he hon. 
n1cmbPr dor" not obev mv call to order, I 
will ask hi m to resu-me ·his scat. I ha vc 
already called him to order twice on this 
subject. 

Mr. "WA Y'-;E: I wish to deal >Yith another 
ITrattPl' "'\vhid1 'vas raised by the lC'ader ut 
the Opposition-that of the competition of 
schools b·.· exhibits at shows. The attitude 
of the Government indicates that tlwv desire 
there should be no healthy competition be· 
tween schools and school ehildren -no emu la· 
tion of any kind. If the Secretary for Public 
Instruction is going to carry out that prin
ciple, it will kill all spirit of competition and 
emulation between ourselves, and that will 
simply mean stagnation. \Vithout legitimate 
emulation and competition there can be no 
progrcss-I think hon. members opposite will 
acknowledge that. Fir·t there will be stag
nation, and then there will be retrogression. 

The SECRETARY <:OR Pc'BLIC ~WORKS: What 
'vould y{)u do in our case? 

Mr. S\VA Y:\'E: I thiuk it indicates that 
hon. members opposite are afraid. It is really 
the action of weaklings alraid of healthy 
competition. It is carryi11g the matter to 
that distinct cor.clusion when the Minister 
will nDt allow children to compete amongst 
themselves. The same stand is adopted by 
hon. 1n0rnbr:rs oppo3ite in connection ·with 
industrial and factory !if<~. It is a pernicious 
doctrine, and must have an ·evil effect on the 
communitv. These whool exhibits afford a 
splendid ~pportunity for the school child to 
show his work. 

Mr FARRELL: That shows vou do not know 
anything about it. .. 

Mr. SW A YNE: It gives those concerned 
an opportunity of comparing the ·work of 
different schools. I say all credit to those 
who arc able to show that through hard work 
and abilitv thcv can hold their own with 
others. It is a mistake to cut out these 
competitions at the various shows. 

Mr. COLLI]';"S (13on·en): We have to 
realis0 the ap-e we live in. One of the 
objections of the Opposition has been that 
Marxian i·deas should not be included in our 
school bnoks or school papers. I differ from 
them on that point. We are not respon
sible for the y,ars that have tJken place 
in the past. but we are going to he held 
responsible fo1· the wars that take place in 
the future. ~When I sav "we" I mean the 
people on this planet at: the pr ·sent time. I 
wonld ,uggest to the Secretary for Public 
Instruction that he give consideration to 
the question of placing in the school papers 
lessons tellinl' th_ children of the inventions 
that have taken place and the discoveries 
that have be0n made by science: that gases 
have been di'eov?red that can be dropped 
from aeroplanes in the shape of bombs and 
that will kill thou·.ands and hundreds of 
thousands of people-that will destroy cities, 
we arc to1d, and also destroy nations. Think 
of it~ \Ve are living in an age wh"n the 
inventiYe facultv of man has succeeded in 
inventing- machines to navigate the air and 
to traYel beneath the ocean. Then hon. mom 
bnrs opposite say we arc not in a position to 
abolish war! I say we arc in that position. 
The hon. member for Queenton ref:rrod to 
the League of Nations. It is not a League 

[Mr. Swayne. 

of Nations. It is only a !•·ague of half tha 
nations. It cannot be considered .L League· 
of Kations until the two great nations of 
Uussia and Gcrmanv are includ d. I \Yas~ 
very glad to he:1r · the hon. member for 
Queen ton state that, if the L, ag·11c of Nations 
failed in ·dealing with this problem, we shall 
ha>·e to fall back on a league of the peoples~ 
of t lw ellrth which is more important, it may 
Le, than a Le ague of I\ a tions. 

During the dcbatr, n1an:v qucst!ons ha ye bce11' 
raised as to what should go into t·he school· 
books, ·.nd what should he kept out of the 
school books. Rdcrei:ce has be:n made to 
Hm>ia, and I \',ant to define rnv attitude 
in rC'gard to Ilussia. EYer since ti1c Russian 
Hevolution took place I havo sai·d that the 
Ru5'ia n pco;Jle should gor·rn themselves as 
the:.- think r:t "~ithout the interference of any 
outside nation. 

The CHAIRMA;.J: Order ! 

3\ir. GOLLINS: Ono of the fir t things that 
the SoYiet Government did was to establish 
an · ducntional system. 

The CIIAIRMA:\': Order ! 

Mr. COLLTNS: I take it that I am in 
order in comparing the 0ducational system& 
of other countries with our own educational 
sysbm. During the rule of the Czars there 
v..-;,s very little ~ducat<on in Ru'"ia, and the 
reason we have had to suffer all over the 
worlcl-I sav all over the world adYisfdlv-is 
owing to ·the fact that the masses D( the 
people were not educated. Everyone knows 
th~1t. According to the statistics supplied 
from tin1c to titnc illih.:rac·<· is Ycrv cornmon 
in the great United States ~f Ameri'ca to-day, 
and the position of the masses in tho t country 
is deplorab!o. That in ono of the leading
nations of the world! Unless we are going 
to teach the young to do av>'1'' with this 
terrible thing called war, what hope is there 
for the futnre of mankind? If >vo keep on 
killing ·fa eh other there is no hope at all. 
\Yhatovcr justification there might have been 
for war in the past, when the masses of the 
people wcro in a state of illiteracy. when a 
few people go,-orned the world and dictated 
what should be done and what should not be 
done. there is no justification at present. '\Ve 
are living in a new ora. and it is true that we 
require new· men. I atn one of those who· 
are not afraid to do pioneering work. This 
debat,e has heen very gratifying to me because 
I remember that during the la.t sss lion of 
Parliament only ono or two hor1. members 
spoke on this question, while to-cL~y hon. mcn1-
brrs on both sides have discns5 d this question 
of education. We have had a verv interest
i11g speech from the hon. member 'for Wind· 
sor-one of the most int0re,ting delivered on 
that side-which showed that he is not the 
jingo that some of the hon. members oppo .. 
site arc in regard to war. I give hirn credit 
for it. 

Thc CHAIRMAN: Ord·r! The hor1. mem· 
b"r bas exhausted the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

J\h. W. COOPER (Roseu·ood): I have 
listened with iEtercst to the speeches untde~ 
on both sides of the .Chamber thi .. afternoon 
in connection \Vith ihe flUestion of giving 
to the children Df Queensland the education 
which is best for their future welfare. I ha>·e 
to congratulate the Department of Public 
Instruct'ion upon the advancement which has 
been made in the work of education, as shown 
by the increased expenditure, and also to, 
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oongratulate the teachers who impart the 
knowledge which most of the children acquire 
during their school days. 

I regret the shtements which have been 
made to-day in this Chamber regarding· the 
lit0rature in the eehool papers supplied by 
the departrrent. Some hon. members have 
condemned the stories which have appeared 
in the school books and papers for the pur
pose of imparting lmowledge to the children 
and inspiring them to go on in the right 
clircdion. I feel that we are in a period 
when it is necessary for us to do the very 
best we can to instruct the children of QueDns
land as to the road thev should follow in 
the future. Some hon. m0mbers opposite, as 
well as some on this side, have practieally 
condemned the rc.atter whieh is contained in 
the school rea-ding books. What we have to 
consider is vvhcthcr it will be to the 
advanbtciC of the children of Queendand to 
rr·~d the history of Great Britain as it is 
given in the storicc and articl,' in the school 
paper~, or whether it 'vill be n1ore advan
ta~L'ous to them to have a thorough revision 
of the literature in the school books. 

So far as war is concerned on which 
subject the debate to-dav has' centred I 
am of opinion that it doe~ not matter w'hat 
we teach our children, as, when they grow 
older, thev will form t-heir own opinions as 
to whdh<'r war is necessary or not. I believe 
that all the scholars who attend the primary 
and 'C'condary schools and the Universitv 
will form theh ovv-n opinion when the:v ue't 
t<J the requisite age, as to ~-hat the wclf~re 
of the State demands. It does not matter 
whether we attempt to teach the childrf'n that 
war is not neressary. as the 1noment that one 
person ~ays to another " You aro a liar." 
war commenc"'· (Laughter.) I am quite 
satisfted that, regardless of what we may 
place m our school literatnre, if one nation 
should attack another-and particularly if a 
nation should attack A ustralia-we would 
all say war \Vas necessary for our self
preservation. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. COOPER: We are told that in the 
past Great Britain has done this. Well, while 
I believe that all the wars which Great 
Britain has waged were not in the interests 
of humanity, I believe that they wore all in 
the int0rests of the British Empire. \Ve must 
eertaml:1 admrt that somB of them were 
unjustiftahle from the point of view of the 
other nation, buc until the vv-hole of the 
peoples of the world agree that war is 
ur·neree· .. ary end are prepared to sav "\\'e 
will settle our differences by arbitration." we 
mmt t< 1ch our young p0ople the necessity of 
patriotism i·o their nation and the State to 
which they belong. In Queensland, when the 
South African war brok0 out, we had men of 
all claS'•eo, all shades of political oninion all 
de~c:minntio~u:, yn!untc"~ring to fight fo~~' the 
Bntreh Emprre. \V hy? Bee '"use they helreve·d 
that, nt1less they took up arn1s against an 
aggrc<c~ive nn tion. they were going to 1oso 
something. The children of Queensland will 
not benefit to any extent by anything we may 
do to prevent them from hecoming patriotic. 
After all, no nation can survive without 
patrioti:nn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IXSTRUCTIOX : 
Thoro is no sug~;estion of a lack of patriotism. 

Mr. W. COOPER: I know that. If the 
l\1inister will permit me to go on. I shall 
<Jutline the attitude which he has taken up. 

! am just as patriotic as any hon. member 
In the Chamber, and I realise the nosition 
'':e occ~py. Australia is in an isolat~d posi
twn. We have to depend upon Great Britain 
or the British Empire as a whole for our 
defence. I would like to ask any hon. mem
ber whethel', m the event of Japan attacking 
Australia to-morrow, we would not ha"'' 
~very Au~tralian, whatever his origin
v•hether hrs nare'lb were German Italian 
English, Ir_isll, or Scotch-taking up arn;s tJ, 
hght the mvader. I say without fear of 
co:r:tradiction that we would. \Ve have 
qurte near to us the black and yellow races
the greatest menacb the white races have h, 
face t<J-day. to-morrow, dr in the netu future. 
Th?re a·re 350,000.000 Hindus up against the 
,, lute races, or up against British cDntrol. 
There are dOO,OOO,ODO ChiEamen wh{)[n 
unscrupulous nations are instructin(l' in the
Lest methods of warfare. We hav,;' to con· 
sid:r the necccsity for the surviya] of the 
whrte races-there is not the slightest doubt. 
ab?u; that--and,. if we met a Japanese, a 
Hmau. or a Chrnaman on the street and 
said, "Look here, Mr. Jap, or !'vir. Hindu. 
or :Mr. Chinaman, we do not believe in war. 
Let us play a game of footba 1l on the oval 
down here in Brisbane," wouldn't he l~ugh? 

At 5.25 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN left the chair, repol·ted pro

gress, and asked leave to sit ag·ain. 
The resumption of the Committee was 

made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjonrned at 5.30 p.m. 




