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Questions.

TUESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER, 1924,

The Speaker (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 10 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
GRAZING HOMESTEAD AND GRAZING FARM
SELECTIONS, 1923-24.
Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Secretary
for Public Lands—

“1. How many blocks were sclected
during the year ended 30th June last,
with their respective areas, under grazing
homestead and grazing farm tenure?

‘2. What was the number of appli-
cants, respectively, for each block?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) replied—

‘1. Grazing farms, 104; area, 1,485,274
acres. (Grazing homesteads, 232; area,
2,846,087 acres,

2. The number of applicants for each

block is shown on the list tabled here-
with.”

Nvuvuser or TEACHERS oN Basic WAGE, AND
PrriL-TEACHERS.
Mr. WARREN (Hurrumba)
Secretary for Public Instruction—
“1. Will he state the
teachers on the basic wage?
“ 2. Will he state the number of pupil-

teachers admitted into the service during
the current year.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F, T, Brennan, 7oo-
woomba) replied—

“1. 971

“2.73.”

asked the

number of

SALARY OF MANAGER OF WHEAT PooL.

Mr. MOORE (4ubigny) asked the Secre-
tary for Agriculture and Stock—

‘1. Is the present manager of the
Wheat Pool paid a salary for his
services; 1if so, what amount per annum?

“2. What was the salary paid per
annum, to the late manager (Mr.
Morgan) ?

“3. Was the late manager a full-time
or part-time officer?

“Is the present manager a full-time
or part-time officer?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK (Hon. W. N. Gillies, Kacham)
replied—

‘1. The salary of the present chairman
is £500 per annum.

“2 and 3. The salary paid to the late
chairman (Mr. Morgan) was £800 per
annum for the first two years while he
was full-time officer. For the third year
he was a part-time officer, and was paid
an allowance of £300 per annum.

‘4. There are no conditions as to hours
worked, but he is expected to give what-
ever ‘time is necessary tb such duties.”
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NUMBER OF SELECTIONS TAKEN TP IN BURNEFT
AND CALLIDE AREA.

Mr. MOORE (Adubigny) asked the Secre- ~

tary for Public Lands—

“1. How many farms in the Burnett
and Callide arca have been opened for
selection ?

‘2, How many have been taken up?

“ 3. Have any of the selectors aban-
doned their holdings; if so, how many?

‘4, Have any of such holdings been
reselected 77’ :

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) replied—
1. 1,381 portions. :
2. 697.
“ 3 Yes; 102,
“4. Yes; 60.”

Darry PropUCE Storen 1N Roma StreErr CoLp
SreREs IN 1923,
Mr. MOORE (dubigny) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

‘1. How many tons of dairy produce
were stored in the Roma Street Cold
Stores during 19237

“2. What was the total amount of
revenue received for same?

‘“ 3. Taking quantity stored during
1923, and assuming a similar quantity
for 1924 and same periods of storage,
what increase in revenue will be received

under the lately increased rate of
storage?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—
‘1. 8,065 tons.
“2. £13,032.
3. Approximately £2,804 per annum.”

ATHERTON  Maze PooL  BOARD—AMOUNT
BORROWED FOR ADVANCES, AND KESTIMATED
Cror.

Mr, DEACON (Cunningham) asked the
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock—

‘1. What amount has been borrowed
by the Atherton Maize Pool Board for
the purpose of making advances this

year?

‘2. Has the money, if any, been
borrowed from the Treasury?

“3. 1f not from the Treasury, from

what bank and on what terms of interest?

“4, What advance per bushel has the
Pool Board made to date?

~ 5. What is the estimated total crop
in the district this year?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK (Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham)
replied—

“1 to 5. As a complete answer to thesa
juestions necessitates information being
secured from the Pool Board, I have
wired to the Atherton Xlaize Pool Board
for the information asked for, and this
will. be supplied when received.”
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PAPERS.
The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed :—
Report and balance-sheet of the Public
Curator for the year 1923.
Annual report of the Department of
Public Lands for the year 1923,
Report by Government Analyst and Chief
Inspector of Kxplosives for the year
ended 30th June, 1924,

SOUTH BRISBANE-KYOGLE-GRAFTON
RAILWAY AGREEMENT BILL.
T'HIRD READING.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, Heppel): I beg to
move—

“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.

REesumMPIION OF COMMITIEE—ELEVENTH
ALLOTITED Dav.

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
CHIEF OFFICE.

Question stated—
‘“That £25,212 be granted for °
Office.” ”

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): Before this vote
goes through, I would like to ask the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction to make a clearer
statement as to what he intends to do in his
new role of censor in connection with the
State school papers. But even without the
hon. gentleman’s explanation we have got
something to go on. In the first statement
rmade by hiin he said he would exclude from
the school papers anything likely to inflame
the minds of youths with an ambition for
war. His next statement was that he would
rather explain the causes of war and the

hicf

capitalistic influences that brought about
war.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

That is part of the same statement.

Mr. KERR: We must all recognise that
there is an international movement now
to end war without arms or bloodshed.
Whilst we are all decply interested in that
international movement, we are also deeply
interested in the statements of the Minister
as to whether he intends to foist his opinion
on the children of Queensland per medium
of the school papers. We must also examine
what the Minister has said in regard to the
}mlicy of the Labour party in that regard.

do not think that the Labour party in
Queensland have any plank or policy in their
platform in that connection, but they have
m Victoria, and the Minister, apparently,
has followed Mr. Lemmon, the Minister for
Education in that State.

The SecrRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I am not following him.

Mr, KERR: The Minister for Education
in Victoria said that it was the policy of the
Labour party that no articies relating to or
extolling wars, battles, or heroes of past
wars be printed in the State school papers
or books. The nearest I can find to ithat in
the policy of the present Government of

[Mr. Kerr.
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Queensland—which is much nearsr home—is
a. resolution passed at a conference held last
year. The resolution, which was unanimously
passed by the Labour party at that con-
ference, reads—
“ Revision of school books; to cut out
all militaristic teaching.”

Logically, we have to assume that the
Minister intends to carry out this policy of
his and of his party in regard to Universities
and private schools. Logical reasoning would
lead us to believe that if children are brought
up in ignorance of war and of faith in
peace, the world will be a brotherhood of
peace. Byron’s definition of war was—

“The feast of vultures and the waste
of life.”

While these are happy thoughts, we must
realise that it is impossible to bring such an
ideal about. Political parties to-day are
very rarely made; they more or less happen.
Sc it is with war: it is not made; it just
happens. War is just as old as human
nature. If the Minister wishes to bring
about his desires, he will have to act, so far
as I can see, as a censor of the Old
Testament. There would he very little left
in the Old Testament if the Minister were
to attempt to carry out his policy and cut
out every reference to war. He will not only
need to restrict teaching in the State schools,
but he will also have to restrict the teaching
in the churches in this State if he wishes
to carry out his ideal. I am not going to
anticipate what the Minister might say, as
he has his own explanation to give, and I
hope he will give it to this House. Mr.
Lemmon, Minister for Education in Victoria,
said he would not interfere with existing

literature. Perhaps the Minister will say
he will not follow Mr. Lemmon in that
rcgard. Does he iatend to interfere with

existing histories and text-bocks? The ques-
tion of whether we like or dislike war does
not arise, Very few people have any time
for war We all look forward to time of
peace. Kvery reasonable man musl come to
the conclusion that peace is the method by
which we must all live.

The SFECRETARY FOR IUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Iow is that going to be accomplished?

Mr. KERR: That is the question—How
are we going to accomplish it? The hon.
gentleman has his own way, but his ideal
can be accomplished by other means. It
is not a question of liking or disliking war.
This is what Napoleon, the greatest soldier
in history, said—

“ Tt is the trade of barbarians, where
the sole art consists in being strongest
at a given point.”

We cannot eliminate war from history
merely because we dislike it. There have
been great earthquakes in Japan in recent
times, but to eliminate the record of them
from history will not do away with the
earthquakes in that country. We have had
Black Plagues in various countries, but to
climinate the record of those events from the
school books, merely because they are mnot
nice to read about, will not be of any bene-
fit. If we eliminate the mention of war
from history, it will have a tendency to
falsify history. We might as well propose
to eliminate religion and other factors which
have helped materially to mould civilisation,
Religion and war have more or less moulded
civilisation. What does the poet Emerson
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say in regard to the achievements made by
war-—
“ War disorganises, but it is to reor-
ganise.”
That is plain.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Are you advocating war?

Mr. KERR: I am not advocating war.
T am saying that it is impossible to eliminate
war from our history, otherwise history will
be falsified, and that it is not in the best
intere:ts of the cominunity. The hon. gentle-
man may reior to Abraham Lincoln, who
declared war on bchalf of the United States
against the Southern States. What was the
result of that war? Is it not a fact that the
slaves of America were freed? War does
cortainly disorganise, but it has a tendency
to ovganise. Imerson says again—

““ Nothing can bring you peace but
yourscif. Nothing can bring you peace
but the triumph of prineciples.”

Britain is a peace-loving nation; Australia
is a peace-loving nation; but there is food
for thought in what great men have said.
Washington said—

“To be prepared for war is one of
the most effeciual means of preserving
peaea,”’

Longfellow said—

“War is a terrible trade, but in the
cause that is righteous sweet is the smell
of powder.”

Bacon said—
* Providence for war is the prevention
of it.”
Dr. Porteus said—
“ War its thousands slays.
Pence its tens of thousands.”
Lolton said—

“War kills men, and men deplore the
loss, but war also crushes bad principles
and tyrants, and so saves society.”

The SECRETARY F¥OR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Are you advocating war?

Mr., KERR: Nothing of the kind. 1
have rever- advoeated war., Peacs is the
fairest form of .happiness—peace, in my
opinion, is the masterpicce of reason.

The Minister has quoted the statement
of Sir Ian Hamilton in support of his action,
s0 I take the liberty of quoting from the
diary of Sir Ian Hamilton in regard to the
Gallipoli campaign—

“QOnly the vastness of the stakes, the
inteu-ity of the effort made, and the
grandsur of the sacrifice still stand out
clearly when we in dreams behold the
Dardanelles.”

This is the message which 8ir Ian Hamilton
sent in the middle of the activities on the
Peninsula—

“Well done, 29th Division and 156th
Brigade. Am watching your splendid
work with admiration. Stick to it, and
vour names will become famous in your
homes.”

Sentiments such as these cannot be forgotten
by any civilised people. The blessings of
peace have been inculcated all through the
ages. War has not been confined to civilised
peoples.  Some of the most ferocious wars
have been fought betwcen coloured tribes.
Vou would take away from us a measure of
national pride and would rob us of an ideal

1924—3 R
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and of much that we hold most dear in this
world. Even the Turk has some couscience
in this matter. In the Gallipoli campaign
the Turkish commander issued this order
regarding the surrender of some trenches—

‘T hope that this will not occur again.
I give notice that, if it does, I shall
carry out the punishment. T do not
desire to sce a blot made on the courage
of our men by those who escape from the
trenches to avoid the rifle and machine
gun fire of the enemy.”

Referring to that order, which fell into his
hands on the Peninsula, Sir Ian Hamilton,
who was quoted by the Minister, had this to
say-—

“There is a savage ring about these
orders, but they are, I am sure, more
bracing to the recipients than laments
and condolences over their losses.”

The time has arrived when the issues and
the facts should be placed before Australia.
What are the facts? Just shortly I pro-
pose to outline them. Let us look at the
naval programme of a coloured nation for
1924, whose losses through the earthquake
amounted to 91,500,000 yen, or £9,150,000
sterling. She estimates her naval expendi-
ture for 1924-26 at £23,800,000—with a special
amount for naval defence of £10,000,000—

and proposes to build in one year two
cruisers, fifteen destroyers, and seventeen
submarines. Where do we stand? Can we

hope to succeed in defence by preaching the
gospel of peace?

The SeCRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Do you think we should spend £8,000,000 in
Queensland ?

My, KERR: God forbid that we should;
but Australia should make provision for her
defence,

The CHAIRMAN : Will the hon. member
connect his remarks with the vote?

Mr. KERR: I am coning to the vote. So
long as the Minister insists on the teachings
which he has propounded in the school books,
so long will it be difficult to maintain our
white Australia. That policy would not be
worth & moment’s consideration in the face
of such odds. So long as it is proposed to
eliminate from the school books all tcach-
ings of war history, so long will it be
difficult to protect this great country of ours.
I hope the Minister will keep on explaining
for the next gencration the causes of war
and the capitalistic influences which bring
it about. Capitalistic influences! Rather
does he prefer—

‘“ Demagogues who preach peace, com-
bined with unrelenting class war. They
have no use for the lives of great apostles
of freedom”—

Men who have taken the most prominent
part, not in disorganising socicty, but in
organising society after disorganisation.
Seme of the most advanced legislation has
been the result of disorganisation at one
stage.

The Minister has attempted to infer that—

“ People of the British Empire who
suffered through the war would have
been saved had the British Cabinet
decided not to enter the war.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Enter what war?

Mr. XERR: That is his inference—it is
surely there. Let us look back to the time

Mr., Kerr.] .
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when the British Cabinet decided to enter
the Great War and try to imagine what
would have happened if they had decided
otherwise. It was a war with tyrants. Was
it not necessary to put the tyrants down?
Had therc been no capitalistic system,
nobody can say what would have happened
in a war between a tyrant nation and our
own nation,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Germany’s ideal of world conquest was the
cause of th: war

Mr. XERR: Other nations entertain the
idea of the conquest of Australia, and we
should educate our naticnhood to defend
ourselves. During the war Australia fought
shoulder to shoulder with the mother country,
with right on our side, for the maintenance
and upholding of justice. According to the
poets that I have quoted, we fought to
defend hiech principles which have to he
maintained in every civilised English-spealk-
ing country to-day. Tyrants are only held
in check by defensive means. We know that
men in every walk of life in all English-
speaking communities have taken part in
war. ‘They must have had some good
reason to prompt them in such a matter.
It has heen frequently stated that many
men  entered on war as a pure adven-
ture, but there must have been some other
reason that crabled them to carry on so
well after the spirit of adventure had cooled
down. The children of Qucensland should
be taught those things more in line with
the aims and objects of those men who
banded together after the war. I will not
read all their aims and objests; but one
states—

“To preserve the memory and records
of those who suffered and died for the
nation.”

It is absolutely essential that we teach such
sentiment In Australia.  They also pro-
vided-—

“To inculcate loyalty to Australia and
the Empire and sccure patriotic services
in the history of both.”

Such sentiments will not lead to war.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
They should look after the returned soldiers.

Mr. MaxwelL: They are looking after the
refurned soldiers better than the hon. gentle-

man has done. He never did look after
them.
Mr. KERR: If we inculcate the senti-

ments that I have quoted, they will lead,
not to war, but will have a tendency to
promote peace. No one advocates war to-
day, but vou cannot deal with an enemy by
turning your back on him and walking
away. If he is a tyvrant he will follow you.
If we ave going to follow the ideals of Mr.
Lemmon, the Minister for Hducation in
Victoria, and the ideals of the Secretary for
Public Instruction in Quecnsland, then there
is going to be a bad outlock for Australia.
The sentimients are entirely wrong. War is
an international movement, and is not going
to he prevented merely by certain articles in
school books.  Australia entered the Great
War, and the Australians became perhaps
the bravest men in the world at the time.
There was some fear that at Gallipoli they
might not withstand shell fire, hut they
subsequently hecame the leading storm
troops of the world on the side of the Allies.
Those who returned glory in the brave deeds

[Mr. Kerr.
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of their comrades, and it is absolutely wrong
to prevent those glorious deeds being passed
down to the children of Australia and
Queensland.  Queensland alone sent nearly
50,000 men to the front, and the story of their
brave deeds should not be allowed to be
forgotten in this State. The Minister pro-
posas to inculcate such sentiments as will
cause those deeds to die in the minds of
future generations, and he should be abso-
lutely ashamed of himself for coven con-
sidering such a question.

Mr. COLLINS: (Bowen): I have no com-
plaints to make on this vote respecting my
own electorate, as everything is fairly satis-
factory. Scheols are being built, and the
children are being taught. I am very pleased
at the attitude taken up by the Minister
in connection witn the teaching of the chil-
dren of Queensland.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. COLLINS: It is all very well to say
that Queensland has only a small population
of 800,600 people and that that is only a
drop 1n the occan. The hon. member for
Knoggera made some remarks in connection
with history, and 1 want to tell the hon.
gentleman that there has never been a true
history of the world yet written. 1t remains
to be written. It is truc that Osborne Ward,
in his work, ‘The Ancient Lowly,” has
attempted to write—I would not =ay has
written—a history in connection with the
struggles and trials of the working popu-
lation of the various countries of the world,
and there is no more paiuful reading than
those two volumes. We all know that war

has always been engineered by a
{10.30 a.m.] few persons who at different

periods of history have controlled
the destinies of the nations of the world.
It has never been the great mass of people
who have favoured war. They have always
been merely pawns in the game. It is to
prevent them being the pawns in the game
in the future that, I take it, the Minister—
and all honour to him-—is cndeavouring to
replace in our school papers and books the
present war lessons with the statement that
wa  have outlived war. At the present
moment in Europe, according to Mr. E. D.
Morel, more men are under arms to-day
than there were in 1914,  Already the
great capitalistic Governments are prepar-
ing for another great war. We were told
during the last war that it was “a war fo
end war.” That is what we want to teach
our children. Why then all this hypocrisy
and cart? The leading Liberals and Tories
in different parts of the world said again
a~d again that it was “a war to end war.”
Of course, that was only a pious sentiment
so far as they were concerned. It was a
popular phrase to use at the time. In my
cpinion, the only wav to end war is to tsach
the children of the different nations to abhor
war. -Some nation has to start out in an
cffort to bring that about. We, as a small
State. backed up, I am pleased to say, by
one of the largest States in the Common-
wealth, namely, Victoria, have startad out.
I was surprised at a man like the hon.
momber for Eroggera—who has been through
the war. and who has seen what war really
is—standing up in th’s Chamber practically
defending war and claiming it was necessary
in the interests of civilised sccicty. How
can men call themselves civiliced when they
go on to the battlefield to kill each other?
They have not learned the rudiments .of
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civilisation. We are out to teach our chil-
dren what civilisation really is, and that is
to carry out the commandment, ¢ Thou shalt
not kill.” Why the hypocrisy of it all?
Why should we send our children to our
schools, teaching them the commandment,
““ Thou shalt not kill,” and then in the same
breath tell them they are justified in killing
on a wholesale scale? I am mnot one of
those who are going to be carried away bw
the League of Nations. It may be all very
well in its way, but, in my opinion, the only
way to stop war 1s by the masses of the
people taking the matter in hand themselves.
By the masses of people I mean the working
classes in the various countries. I believe in
the words of Count Tolstoy, that war will
cease when the workers refuse to fight. We
all know that the commercial crowd, or the
people who control the destinies of the earth,
will net go on the battlefields to do the
fighting, but so long as they can get the
working classes to become pawns in the
game, wars will go on. I have in my hand
a beautiful publication, entitled * The Heal-
ing of Natiouns,” by Kdward Carpenter, in
the ccurse of which he says—

“One cannot but realise that the
fighting men in all these nations are the
pawns and counters of a game which is
being played for the benefit—or supposad
benefit—of certain classes; that public
opinion is a huge millstream which has
to be engincered; that the Press is a
channel for its direction, and money the
sccret power  which  commands  the
situation.

“ The fact is sad, but it must be faced.
And the facing of it leads inevitably to
the question, ‘ How, then, can healing
ever come?’ If (it will be said) the
origin of wars is in the diseased con-
dition of the nations, what prospect is
there of their ever ceasing? And one
sees at once that the prospect is not
immediate. O e sees at once that Peace
Soricties and Ncbel Prizes and Hague
Tribunals and reforms of the Diplomatic
Service and democratic control of
Tforeign Seecretaries, and Quaker and
Tolstoyan preachments—though all these
things may be good in their way—will
never bring us swiftly to the realisation
of peace. The roots of the Tree of Life
lie deeper.”’

The writer goes on to point out that the
hope is smongst the masses of the pdople.
I have already pointed out that Mr. E. D.
Morel indicates that all Europe is practi-
cally an armed camp at the present time,
locking forward to another war. We all
know hat the present British Labour
Government have endeavoured to effect a
treaty with Russia, and that they are being
opposed br the Liberal and Tory sections
in Great Britain, possibly with a view later

on to attacking Russia. T shall quote
another extrae from this book—
“ At this jupcture, then, all over

Europe, when the classes are failing us
and bv their underhand machinations
contirually embreiling one nation with
another, it is above all necessary that
the mass-peoples should move and insist
unon the representetion of their great
unitary ard communal life and interests.
It is hich time that they should open
their eves and see with clear vision what
is goirg on over their heads, and more
than high time that they should refuse
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to take part in the quarrels of those who
(professionally) live upon their labour.
It is indeed astonishing that the awalken-
ing has been so long in coming; but
surely it cannot be greatly delayed now.
Underneath all the ambidons of certain
individuals and groups; underneath all
the greed and chicanery of others;
underneath the widespread ignorance,
mother of prejudice, which sunders folk
of different race or colour—deep down
the human heart beats practically the
same in all lands, drawing us little
mortals together.”

“ Drawing us little mortals together”’—
that i+, drawing the masses of the people in
all lands together. That is the only way,
so far as I can see, aud I am pleased to think
that we arc going to start out in that direc-
tion here in Queensland. When this vote
was under discussion last year I had the
pieasure of quoting scveral authorities
against war. 1 quoted Edward Carpenter,
and Sir Philip Gibbs's ““ Realities of War.”
We all know that there have been some
splendid writers against war in the different
periods of the world’s history. We have a
valuable work in the shape of the novel,
‘““The Shadow of the Sword,” by Robert
Buchanan, a Scotsman—one of the greatest
novels against war that was ever written.
There are many others, such as “ The Con-
script 7’ and “ Tolstoi’s Scvastapol,” which
I could quote, dealing with the subject of
war, and pointing out its evil effeets. I just
want to sound a note of warning in regard
to the fact of Europe being practically an
armed camp. Carpenter says—

“Or again, the millions and millions
of Great and Little Russian pecasants.
Big-framed, big-hearted, pa’ient,
friendly, with a great natural gift for
association and co-operation, peacefully
minded and profoundly religious; yet
superstitious and capable of rising at
any moment en masse to the call of the
great crusade or ‘holy war’; it mught
seem that they hold all Western Eurcpe
in the hollow of their hands. Indeed.
they constitute not only a hope and
promise of deliverance to our modern
world, but also a considerable danger.
All depends on hew we dispose ourselves
towards them. Should the nations of
Western Europe rouse their hatred bv
chicanery and mean treatment, the result
might be fatal. If their flosd once began
tc move, no battle array of armaments
would be of any use—any more than a
revolver against a rising tide—the flood
would flow round and over us. But if,
on the other hand. we could really
reach the heart of this great people, if
we could treat them really generously
and with uuderstanding, we should
create a response there, and a recogni-
tion, which would remove all risk to
ourselves, and possibly help to free
Russia from the great burden of politi-
cal servitude and ignorance which has
so long oppressed her peasantry.”

I am very plessed with those sentiments,
beeause there Hes. as it were. the cure with
which we may deal fairly and squarely with
the peonle, and, if we do, it will be one
oreat stop towards deing away with war.
Then we have men like Walt Whitman
dealing with the civil war in the United
States. Just think of it! Hundreds of
thousands of lives had to be sacrificed to

Mr. Collins.]
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bring about the emancipation of the negro—
to do away with slavery! Think, tco, of all
the sacrifices that were made long before the
Civil War by men who set out in some cases
single-handed, like Lloyd Garrison with his
little printing press in Boston, standing alone
against the millions in the United States of
America. Later he was backed up by some
of the intellectual forces of that country who
realised that slavery was wrong. But, not-
withstanding all the agitation that took
place, it required the sacrifice of hundreds
of thousands of human lives to bring about
the emancipation of the negro. Teach that
lesson in our school books by all means.
Let the children be taughi to hate war.
Let them be taught to understand what is
upright and true. Let them be taught the
best that is in our literature in connection
with the condemnation of war., Let them
be taught all these things. Let them Le
taught that, while the cmancipation of the
negro was brought about by education on the
one hand and the sacrifice of human life
on the other, we still have to bring about
the emancipation of man from himself, or,
in other words, the enmncipation of man
fromm man. That can only be accomplished
by commencing in our schools. It may take

a long time. But when one 1eads the his-
tory of the past, when one reads the story
of tha fight that took place in different

nations for constitutional rights—for the
right to govern themselves by “constitutional
means—when one realises the long struggles
of the past, there is no need To be dis-
heartened at all.

I want tc congratulate the Secretary for
‘Public  Instruction, the Government, the
party in general, and the Labour movement
in general, upon having the courage to
attack one of the curses of mankind and to
make one step forward to do away with that
horrible state of affairs that we recently saw
in Europe, when 7,000,000 of the wouth of
Europe were sacrificed—for what? ILet hon.
members  opposite  answer that question!
For what? To bring about the regeneration
of the human race? If that were so—just
the same as the sacrifices on the battle fields
of America—it may have been justified.
But, if it is not going to bring about the
1egenemt10n of the human race—if it is only
going to bring about war upon war—then
what was the use of that sacrifice? What
was the use of the sacrifice of the flewer of
Kurope? The hon. member for ]"v‘oggela
quoted Napoleon. It would have been the
best thing for Furope had Napoleon never

lived. Napoleon destroved the youth of
France, and no one to-dav can tcll what
France would have been 1f she had heen

able to build up from the youth of France
instead of having had to build up from the
cecrepit, the old, and the unfit. If wars
should continue we shall go on destroy-
ing «civilization and we shall have the
historians of the future writing of
the «decay of modern civilisation. 1
have no time for men like Napoleon—no
time for men who are always anxious to
destroy the vouth of a nation. Too manv of
our vouths in Australia were destroyed in
the Great War. A young country like ours
sacrificed 50,000 of the blmhtest of our vouth
in the FUY'ODC(AH war. We could not afford
it. I, by putting the lessons in the school
papers which he proposes, the Minister can
help to do away with what we know as war,
he will have accomplished a great deal, and
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his name will go down in history as that of
a man who has had the courage to attack
cne of the discases that exists amongst
maunkind.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): The hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera has contributed some very
wise remarks, and we owe him a debt of
glatltude for expressing himself in the way
ke did. T must object to the insinuation of
the hon. member for Bowen that the hon.
member for Enoggera by his remarks sup-
ported war. He did not. He pointed out
the necessity of defence, and that prepara-
tion for war was more likely to prevent war
than the sentiments expressed by the hon.
member for Bowen—that we should leave
ourselves cpen for attack, and that that was
the best way to plevent the other fellow
from coming along. If that is the case, how
iz it that the hon. member’s fuends in Russia
believe in the conscription of the whole of
their man power, not only to defend them-
sclves against outsiders, but to defend them-
selves against their foes within? The hon.
member for Bowen looks at the Opposition
with a scowl, as though they were respounsible
for the European war. He has lectured us
for some twenty minutes because he blames
us for the war that tock place on the other
side. If we are blamable for such a thing,
how is it that his great leader, Mr. Andrew
Fisher, said that Australia would find her
last man and the last shilling to defend
Australia and the Empire against the attack
that was being made at that time? We
belicve that those who fell for that cause fell
in fighting an attack against democracy. We
believe that they fought for a noble cause.
We are not going to listen to an attack on
those who lost their lives and gave the best
that was in them, and an attack against
those homes which gave a sacrifice which can
never be repaid to them, We cannot allow
it to be said to-day that the people who went
to the war did something against humanity,
when we know that they took up the respon-
sibility for us who are hew to-day enjoying
the peace which is made possible by the
sacrifices that they made.

We know, too, that ﬂku own leader, the
late Mr. Ryan, said *“ One 1ecru1t to- day is
worth two recruits to-morrow.” There we

had Labour’s own leader at that time urging
young men to go away, and telling them that
one man in the ranks to-day was worth two
men to-morrow. Why does the hon. member
for Bowen scowl at us as if we are respon-
sible for something which was imposed on us
by the cnemies of Christianity ?

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
Mr. CORSER: Why does the hon, member

say that an hon. member who addresses
himself to this debate is advocating war,
when he is advocating the principle that he
is out to curtail war and make it impossible
for a foreign foe to attack ws? The hon.
member for Bowen says that we should not
know anything of war and the use of means
of destruction of mankind. Who was respon-
sible for our citizen force being organised
and trained In Australia but the Labour

party?
OpposiTION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Mr. CORSER: The Lakour party intro-

duced our defence scheme. The very scheme
we ave to-day working under throughout the
Commonwealth of Australia found its birth
in the Labour movement. The Labour party
are responsible for the military training
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which is going on. The big men in the
Labour movement, who saw the necessity for
it and who started it, are responsible, and
they showed their wisdom in that regard.
Vet an individual member of that party in
this Chamber gets up—and the Becretary
for Public Instruction will probably do the
same—and says that we should exclude from
the minds of the children that which has

been placed there by capitalists in capitalistic’

countries. We all know that those who wish
for peace mot are those who are prepared to
say that we should be in a position to defend
ourselves against a foe.

It is all right for us to teach the children
about the horrors of war; but is that the
teaching which will fit us for a struggle
with the hordes of Asia, if it should occur?
Are we in any way defending ourselves
against the Japanese, the Chinese, or any-
onc else by laying ourselves open to attack?
Arve we preparing ourselves -for the hordes
in Russia who may some day come along
undsr a Soviet Administration in an endea-
vour to conquer the world? Are we to pave
the way for such a catastrophe by laying
down our arms as an cxample ‘o them?
That is the inference that must be drawn
from the hon. gentleman’s remarks; but no
sentiment has been expressed by supporters
of men on this side or by hon. members here
along the lines suggested by hon. members
opposite. It is not fair to try to place the
blame for the Great European war on the
individuals who occupy the Opposition
berches at the present time.

The hon. member for Bowen also stated—
if T heard him correctly—that more men are
under arms in Europe to-day than there were
in 1914.

Mr. Corrins: That is so.

Mr. CORSER: Yet hon. members opposite
have claimed that Europe to-day is practi-
cally democratic and is in the hands of the
workers. It is contended that the great
power of the Czar and the Kaiser and many
of the autocrats of the past is gone.

The CHATRMAN: Order! Will the hon.
member endeavour to get somewhere near
the vote?

Mr. CORSER: I am trying to localise the
question. I am dealing with the criticism
of the hon. member for Bowen. Ile claims
that we should educate our future people of
Queensland as to the necessity of not going
to war. teaching them about the horrors of
war and instructing them in the idea that it
will n~t be necessary at any time to defend
our shoves. provided we inculcate in our
children a bhorror of war. It seems curious
that the whole of the debate on this vote
should be absorbed bv such a discussion, but,
of course, we must blame the Minister in
charge of the department for the trouble he
has caused in so misrepresenting the case,
because we know that the necessitv for the
deferce of one’s country and an appreciation
of the great sacrifices of those who have
gone are alwayvs great things to teach the
childven.  We all should realise that it is
essential to let them know that the peace
and freedom which we hope will be theirs
have been won bv the sacrifices of others.
There is never anv harm in telling them that.

To get more closely to the vote itself, I
want to say that the Department of Public
Tastruction. is hampered by the fact that it
does rot control the funds appropriated bv
Parliament to carry out its schemes. If
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some expenditure on a school is approved of
by the Department of Public Instruction, that
department is dependent on another depart-
ment for the expenditure of that money. I
really do not believe the Department of
Public Instruction will come into its own
until it has the management of the spending
of the funds which it requires for the build-
ing and the reconstruction and improvement
of schools. Hon. members will realise that
justice cannot be done to this department
until ir is placed in that position, and I
hope that the Minister will take upon him-
self the duty of determining that he will
exercise in his department complete control
over the expenditure of the money granted
to him. and spend it in such a way and at
such a time as he and his officers think best,
instead of allowing the business to be
managed by an outside department.

I want to pay a tribute to the permanent
heads of the department. The heads of the
various branches are responsible in no small
degree for the high estcem in which the
department is held by members on both sides
of this Chamber. While saying that, I want
also to add that unfortunately we do find
very large buildings being constructed in the
metropolitan area while some of our country
districts are being starved in that respect.
No less than nine schools have been applied
for to date for the Upper Burnett and Cal-
iide Valley district, to provide educational
facilities for the children of the new settlers
who are settling there. Up to the present it
has not been possible to secure those build-
ings, possibly because the money is not
handled or controlled by the Department
of Public Instruction, but is controlled from
oulside. I sincerely urge that everything
possible should be done to provide edu-
cational facilities for those children at the
earliest opportunity. Recently I had the
honour of going through my clectorate with
tho Jate Secretary for Public Instruction,
and I regretted to sec that many promises

that he had made in connection with
improvements, ete., had not been fulfilled,
and the improvements that he saw were

necessary have not yet been attended to.
The late Secretary for Public Instruction did
rot make those promises wildly, and T hope
that provision wiil be made for edurational
facilities to relieve the oveecrowding of
schools that the late Minister witnessed for
himself. There is an increase of £5 for the
head of one of the sub-departments. 1 do
rot know what is the reason for such a
small increase.

The SFCRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION -
Whom is that for?

Mr. CORSER: TFor the building and sires
clerk.  That seems to be a very small
inerease in salary.

The SECRETARY FOR DPUBLIC IKSTRUCTION :
I believe the position reguires to be re-
classified.

Mr., CORSER: Tt is to be hoped tnat the
Minister will re-classify the new position.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That is a matter for the Public Service Com-
missioner. I will recommend that.

My, CORSER: I am glad to hear the
Minister make that remark. Hon. mewnbers
are a considerable worry to all branches of
this department, and we naturally wans to
feel that no injustice is being done to
man by way of salary. If he is fully paid,

My, Corser.]
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then we do not mind getting at him propoerly.
I hope the Minister will consider the (ues-
tion of renovating and enlarging the various
schools in my electorate, and the question
of providing additional schools in the Upper
Burnett distriet so that the children in that
area can be educated.

Mr., BEDFORD (Warrego): The report of
the Department of Public Instruction shows
two Jtems specially demonstrative of the
Government’s desires to extend educational
facilities to those far-off parts of Quecens-
land which are not immediately open to
scheols in the ordinary way. The itinerant

teachers, numbering  fourteen, travelled
63,376 miles and visited 1,737 children during
1923.  Unfortunately, owing to the small

amount available, the result has been that in

“many cases the itinerant schoolmaster has
been able to make only two visits a year, or
two visits in fifteen months to the samec set
of children. That has to a large extent been
replaced by the department’s scheme for
correspondence tuition. The general posi-
tion as to that is that 1,085 children are
being taught by correspondence by ninecteen
teachers. This is a matter that might well
be extended, and it can only be extended
by discovering those children in the fap-
off places in Queensland who are not only
out of the reach of schools but out of the
reach of the itincrant tcachers.

[11 a.m.}

Generally the whole scheme of education
requires altering or modifying, because we
are s'ill subjected in education to the con-
ventional lies of our grandfathers. It is
-easy to recognisc in all communities in
.which there is a conspiracy to keep the truth
out of history that necessarily hypocrisy
will be carried in o the educaticn in the
schools. Tt is quite easy to sec that the fear
or fancy of the potentate of the time has
made the historian generally a hypocrite and
a liar. It would be almost too much to ask
for the true story of any time in the Middle
Ages. No historian of the time dare tell the
truth of Henry VIII., of his being a sadistic
murderer, when he had a chopping-block to
answer any criticism levelled at him. That
habit of hypocrizy has extended to our own
times, and we even find in the time of a
great poet like Tennyson, when it was not
necessary for a man to be in fear of his life,
but when it was nccessary for a man who
wished to be the Poct Laurcate to watch his
steps, that Tennyson told comfortable lies to
the people who had the job in their gift.
His works are starred with the shocking lie
that Queen Victoria was pre-eminent in grief
because her husband had died, when, as an
actual fact. she did rot lose her meal ticket
when she lost her husband. Right through-
out history, and extending into our school
books, hon. members will find lie on lie,
based on the alleged glories of war. I am
not a man who believes that war cr the
necessity for war will be wiped out bv a
stroke of the pen, but I am thoroughly
satisfied that war will depart from this earth
because of two reasons—{irstly. because death
will become so absolutely certain that it will
take every chance of escaping out of war;
and. secondly, that the general masses of th»
workirg people of the countries who in the
past have formed ‘‘cannon fodder” will
refuse to be made “ cannon fodder” any
Tonger.

GoverNMENT MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!
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Mr. BEDFORD : That time may be a long
way off. The old superstitions have been
taught for the last thousand years. It would
be a bad thing if the happy civilisation
growing in Australia was suddenly wiped
out by a more warlike and less civilised
force. For the time being we must regard
war as ever being a possibility, but in teach-
ing the history of war to the children in the
schools we should avoid teaching them that
all nations who fought Britain were
scoundrels. while Britain remained the pure
merino. We should teach them that the Boer
War was onc of the worst acts of spoliation
of a little nation by a big nation on record.
We should tesch them that Britain forced
war on China in order to force on that
countryithe opium trade of British growers in
India. We should teach them that in every
war Dritish bishops asked ths Almighty to
protect the pious English with machine guus
against the unrighteous hcathen who were
armed with clubs. The effect of these
lies has permeated life to such an extent that
wo will not tell our children ihe truth. We
leave to the Bible the job of giving children
false ideas of life; glorifying the mean Jacob,
the adulterous, murderous David, the
panderous Abraham. We will not tell the
trae story of Esther and Ahasuerus, nor teach
the salient biological fact of sex in decency
and order. Instead, it.is taught nastily by
the Bible, with the incest of Lot and the
rape of Tamar. Instead of telling them
distiretly and honestly the facts of life, we
still hypoeritically lead them to believe until
the age of puberty that they were brought
into this world by the doctor and the stork.
The whole system of education is rotten and
wrong. IFor instance, in one Roval Reader,
out of 115 items no less than twenty-five
were in glorification of war. Not any war
has produced any great picce of literature;
for, strangely enough, just as it is destructive
of man so it is destructive of thought, If
vou talked the truth of war children would
be told that the poem. “The Battle of
Hohenlinden,” was all piffic, and that when
old Kaspar said of the Battle of Blenheim,
“ But ’tvas a famous vietory.” it was meant
as gertle satire. The Commonwealth
censors, bv the wav, during the war censored
that out of publication, inst as they censored
the Scrmon on the Mount.

Tvery hon. member must know that people
are crgaged for at least 10 years of their
lives after leaving school in unlearning the
lies that were put into them there. It is
poatent that the passion for academic study
closes the mind to every new truth. We still
teach children that twelve pence make one
shilling, {wenty shillings one pound, and
three barlercorns make one inch. The
teaching of the metric system in the schools
would lessen the learning of the children by
one half, and it would considerably reduce
the labours of accountancy and commerce.

Mr. Hamrrey: The present system trebles
the cost to the manufacturer.

Mr. BEDFORD: The teaching of that
rubbish to the children is merely a tribute
to the fact that it was the system taught of
old, and therefore it must continue to be
taught.

Mr. Kerso: You would like the children
to be taught how to make sliding panels.
(Laughter.)
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Mr. BEDFORD: No, not unless it would
make a sliding panel to cover the hon.
member for 200 years. (Laughter.) Educa-
tion has to be looked on with a new eye in
consequence of the miseducativeness of the
newspapers. The “Dajly Mail” only dis-
covered Boorooloola the other day, although
it had been in existence for forty-five years.
The ‘ Courier’” apparently only knew of
the existence of Alice Springs, although it
was in existence fifty years ago, after
Steffansen, Arctic explorer and polar bear
fancier, visited there recently.

Mr. Kruso: Some of your articles in the
“ Bulletin ” are practically tripe.

Mr. BEDFORD: The intelligence of the
hon member would naturally malke the
“ Blundah” from Nundah say that. This
is the kind of stull that these tremendously
ittelligent Imperialists wish to keep going
in Australian school books—

“ The north wind doth blow,

And we shall have snow.”
(Laughter.) That is not true. ¢ The north
vind doth blow; and we shall have the best
wool in the world.” Again—

“’I'he rabbit is a pretty animal with
long, soft cars”
like the hon. members of the Opposition.
again— -
“We love to watch them in the clover,
but cruel men kill them with a gun.”
Again»«
“Come out, ’tis now Scptember,
The harvest moon is done,
and thro’ the wheaten stubble
Is heard the distant gun.”
We all know that is not true. (Laughter.)
For the advanced scholar we require a new
and true Australian history.
Imperialist addresses the school children, and

Or,

says, ‘“Dear old England gave you this
country.  Dear old England made this
country,” we require to tell those students

that the advesrturers, the strong and dis-
contented of all the world, came to this
country and made it, that they were led
here by the lure of gold, and, therefore, Aus-
tralia has not been made by ‘ Dear old
England.” but by Australian gold and the
adventurers of all the world; that our
liberties have not been graciously given to us
as an emperor gives a last year’s robe on a
piatter to a slave. We require to t=ll the
young Australians that if revolution was ever
a great and glorious thing, it is proved by
the defence of Hurcka Stockade, and that,
although the patriots who fought there
seemed to fail, they really succeeled, hecause
to-day we have all the things that Rurcka
stood for.

We should tell Australians the truth so that
we may make them better men, and so that
they will not have to put in cight or ten years
of their manhood in forgetting and correct-
ing most, of the early lies which were driven
into them. They would then be so much
better fitted for the business of life. They
would learn to love their own country—which
is the only country worth living for—more
than before, and they will learn, for instance,
when reading of ““ the last man and the last
shilling ’~that historic slogan of Ardrew
Fisher's—that Australia has realiy finished
with that quotation so far as assisting
foreign countries in war is concerned, that
we kept our word and gave to foreign war
ihe last man and the last shilling it shall
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ever have from us. True Australian history
should be compulsory in our school papers
because it will assist in building up the
character of our nation, in teaching the
child to develop himself by not being
cluttered up with lies, and would give him
that self-knowledge, sclf-reverence, and self-
Ton}trol which so many of us now so sadly
ack.

Howx. J. G. APPEL (41bert): The vote for
the Department of Public Instruction is one
of great interest to those who represent
country electorates, for the reason that, when
settlement is taking place in those electorates,
the necessity for school accommodation is
continually arising. It is to the Department
of Public Instruction that we must look, and
it is to that department that wc are com-
pelled to look, so that we may secure the
facilities for the carly training of our
children, and assist in the settlement and
development of our State. 1 quite agree
with the statement made by the hon. member
for Burnett that in many instances the De-
partment of Public Instruction realises the
urgency of particular cases and approves of
the construction of a school. Naturally, the
school committee then think the whole
matter is at an end, and that the school
will be erccted. Unfortunately, that is only
the commencement of trouble, because
another department steps in, and it is a
question whether that other department will
honour the approval of the Department of
Public Instruction, however urgent the case
may be. urge that the Department of
Public Instruction should have a greater
amount of administrative authority in con-
nection with the expenditure of money neces-
sary to erect schools which have been
approved by the department.

Another matter I would like to impress
upon the Minister is that I understand no
more shelter-sheds are to be crected in
country schools——

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The galvanised iron only will be supplied.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am glad that at
least something is being done. It is a very
unfortunate position, because in some

instances the schools—which are only small
ones just able to accommodate the pupils
who attend—are not built sufficiently high
from the ground. The result is that the
children are compelled to go into the schoois
under certain weather conditions, and that is
not conducive to good discipline, because a
certain amount of disorder takes place when
children have to play in the schoolroom.
They must either go in that schoolroom or
be cxposed to the prevailing weather con-
ditions. I am glad that something is being
done in the way of supplying shelter-cheds,
but I am still of the opinion that complete
shelter accommodation is absolutely neces-
sary for our children in the country distriets,
and it should be treated as an urgent matter.

We must realise the fact that imperfect
country school accommodation ierds to add
to the influx into our large centres of popula-
tion. In our large centres—take Bri-bane
for instance—there is a multiplication of first-
class scholastic establishments. The contrary
is the case in the country. We are faced
with the fact that it is urgently necessary
that our people should go on the land, yet
we do not make it attractive by providing
that school accommodation which 1s so
essential.

Hon. J. G Appel.]
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So far as the permanent staff of the
Department of Public Instruction are con-
cerned, 1 must pay tribute to them, that so
far as lies in their power they do everything
they can to assist hon. members. The courtesy
which has been shown to me by the Under
Secretary down to any junior official with
whom I have come Into contact, is such that
deserveos every commendation. I am very
pleased indeed to take this opportunity of
thanking the officials who do, and strive to
do, all they can o assist in accomplishing
that which should be the object not only of
every hon. membcer in this Chamber but
of every member of the community—the
furthering of the education of our children,
no matter where situated.

T notice that a very considerable discussion
has taken place in connection with a certain
pronouncement or edict which has been
promulgatad by the Secretary for Public
Instruction. This morning I heard different
speeches made upon the subject of whether
or not all references to the wars in which
the Empire has been engaged should be
eliminated from our school books.

The SECRETARY FOR PunLic INSTRUCTION:
That statement was never made by me.
You must keep to the statement I made.

How. J. G. APPEL: What was it?

The SECRETARY FoR PPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That wa should eliminate from our school
books anything that is likely to inflame the
mind of youth with a desire for war.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That makes it rather
a difficult proposition. I fail to realisc how
the hon. gentleman is going to draw the
line. Probably the position which has been
taken up by the Minister for Public Instruc-
tion in Victoria has had a reflex action upon
the Secretary for Public Instruction in the
State of Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR  PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
No; he backed dowr in the matter.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Yes, and it appears
that the hon. gentleman proposes to back
down also.

The SECRETARY TFOR PuUBLIC INSTRUOTION :
I do not. Make no mistake about that.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Whether the hon.
gentloman is genuine or not I am not pre-
pared to say; but, considering the principles
he has no doubt inherited, probably he is
genuine, and pressure has been brought to
bear upon him.

It is a somewhat difficult question, and I
would like a little information from the
hon. gentleman as to how he is going to
deal with the matter. What portions of
these historical records is he going to elimi-
nate? I know that as a school boy I took
a great interest, in common with my fellow
school mates, in such things as  Deeds that
won the Empire.,” Going back into ancient
history, it was with the greatest interest
that we read of the fine defence of the pass
of Thermopylee by Leonidas, the Spartan
king. Is it suggested by the Minister that
all these historical facts will inflame the
minds of the vouth, and doces he propose
to eliminate them?

Then, in connection with our secondary

education. Take the classics. Take Cresar’s
“De Bello Gallico” and his * Commen-
taries.””  How 1s he going to deal with

them? 1Is it proposed to eliminate those
works from the educational subjects? Then,
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what about Homer’s famous “Iliad”? Is
that to be eliminated from our classics?
Then what about Virgils ¢ Aneid”’ and
those famous lines commencing—
“ Arma virumque cano Trojaeque.”’
I sing of arms of men and Trojans.)

Will those works inflame the minds of
our youth?

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
State school boys?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am talking about
secondary education. Is that to be elimi-
nated—you teach Latin in your secondary
schools, do you not? If you do eliminate all
these matters, what will be left? That is
what we want to know. I am not here to
object to the decision which has been made
br the Minister, because it does not ma‘ter
how much I object, if he has been instructed
that these matters arc to be ecxcised from
the school books, they will be excised, no
matter what we say or how we say that they
cause a patriotiz feeling when we are at
an impressionable age. I am only inquiring
what is going to be left if you excise all
these matters, because there is not a history
in which the patriotic deeds of the particular
people are not described. You will have
nothing left. There is not a classic that does
not deal with the subject of war.

Mr. Bruce: Teach the history of modern
times.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: If you deal withk
modern times you will get still more of it,
because the history of our own age is replete
with war and warfare. If you are going to
climinate that, what is left? It will be just
a skeleton. It will have no backbone, no
legs. and nothing else. Tt will simply be &
phantom.

Mr. Bruce: War will be eliminated.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: What is war?
The SerrerTaRY For PubLic LANDS:
you ever heen to a pacifists’ meeting?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: No.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Lanps: Well,
that is war? (Laughter.)

Hox. J. G. APPEL: What is war? Does
it comprise alone the meeting of men who
arc trained to arms, or does it likewise
include men who are incited, as I have heard
them incited by the hon. member for Bowen,
to engage in class warfare? If that is going
to be cut out, then I will give the Minister
my support. I have heard the hon. member
for Bowen, who most cloquently discussed
this matter this morning, preach class war-
farec and class consciousneis. Mr. Pollock,
I darc say you have heard him yourself,
and we all beard the words that fell fromr
the lips of the bon. member this morning.
After those remarks T cannot realise that he
ever advoca‘ed internecine and class war-
fare. which., to my mind. is equally as bad,
so far as this community is concerned, as
the meeting of men to fight for their own
country against the impositions or otherwise
of men of another country. It is most
unfortunate that the hon. member for Bowen
introduccd the question of Sovietism,

Mr. Corrins: I never mentioned the word
“ Sovietism.”

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member
mentioned the régime which governs Russia
at the present time. and quoted from a book
which was written before the doings of the
present Government of Russia were initiated

Have
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In criticising the actions of certain hon.
members of the Liberal party in objecting
to the treaty with Soviet Russia, does the
hon. gentleman approve of that Government
dealing with their opponents in the way
they do—shootinrg them down wholesale?
Does he approve of that? It shows the
hollowness and the farce of the whole thing,
when in supporting the actions of the Soviet
Government hon. members on the other side
ignore the cruellest acts of the men whom
they support.

The SpcrerTaRy FOR PuBLIc IXSTRUCTION :
Do you want more war stories in the school
bogks ?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: We do not want
more mere war stories, but no man in the
community should be ashamed of the ““ Deeds
that Won the Empire.”

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
No one is ashamed of them.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: All deeds of arms
are duc to the courage of the sons of the
Empire. Then what zbout that lecture on
the flag? Is that going to be cut out, .too?
In one of the old school papers there is a
full description of the flag and of the heroic
and patriotic actions which led to the build-
ing up of the flag—the emblem of our coun-
try? Is that to be eliminated? I have no
doubt the hon. member desires to be honest
in his condemnation of war. I do not think
there is a member of this Committee who
desires to see war, or who approves of war,
or who would not like to see war done away
with. The statement of the Minister that
all these deeds aro to be eliminated from the
historical records of our schools is like the
action of the ostrich which is said to hide
its head in the sand.

The SeCRETARY rorR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Eliminate all matters that are likely to
inflame the mind in favour of war.

_ Hox. J. G. APPEL: We do not want to
inflame the mind. But, as was said by the
hon. member for Enoggera, you must be
prepared for war.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Who said ycu must not?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Historians tell us
that the battles of Great Britain have been
won upon the playgrounds of our public
schools. Is the Minister going to forbid
fooball, cricket, and other games?

[11.30 a.m.]

The SrcrETaRY rFOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I will put bowls there, too, if you like.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: What about boxing?
Is that going to be eliminated?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I am going to encourage that.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: This scems to me to
be something of a paradox. I think the
Minister is going to Dbe tangled up. He
was tled up with regard to silos at one
time, and I am afraid that he 'is going to
be tangled up in this matter. (Laughter).

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You got tangled up in your name at one
time.

Th: CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hoxn. J. G. APPEL: No, mv name stands,
and it has stood for centuries. It is a name I
am proud of. Perhaps the Minister who has
interjected is not so proud of his. However,
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that is only by the way. Has the Minister
gone into this subject yet? Has he got a
school paper in which he has exercised his
censorial pen? I think it would be well if
the members of the Committee had an oppor-
tunity of seeing what is left in that caze. We
had a very leatned dissertion from the homn.
member for Warrego, who apparently has
been pursuing his studies in divinity, because
he appears to have delved deeper and deeper
into biblical history. I can only say, as I said
on a previous occasion, that if he pursues his
studies still further, it may do hint no harm.
However, apparently he has not yet arrived at
that period in his studies where an improve-
ment may be effected. There is another
paradox here. IIow is this country to be
preserved as a White Australia, with nations
around us which have not got the aspirations
which we have, if we are not prepared for
war, and our children in the coming genera-
tion are to be taught to regard war with
horror? While we may teach th m to regard
war with horror, to my mind, if our White
Australia policy is to be preserved—if we
are to keep this great land of ours for a pure
white peopls—then it is absolutely necessary,
when occasion offers, to be prepared to meet
attacks by those who have alrcady cast
covetous and longing eyes upcn the fertile
areas of Australia and tropical Queensland
particularly, If our children are not to bz
inspired by the desds of their forefathers—
if they are not to obtain an inspiration from
what has been done by their forefathers in
preserving the integrity of the race—what
will the position be? However much we may
deplore war or whatever may be the caus?
of 1t—1 am not going to analyse that question
—what position would we have been in to-day
if it had not been for those sons of the
Empirs, many of whom perhaps might be
stigmatised to-day as criminals, frecbooters,
and pirates, but who went forth in their
ill-found vessels and who acquired for the
Fmpire those aress which are being settied
Ly a free and independent white people, the
descendants of the people of the motherland ?
Are we, who are enjoying these groat privi-
leges in this great Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, going to condemn the men who by
their adventure and courage obtained this
fair land for us? The whole thing to my
mind is a burlesque.

Mr. CorLixs: What about India?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Have all these matters
to be eliminated from the school papers?
If all references to th: valiant deeds of the
men who made the Empire are to be elimi-
nated, then not a skeleton but a mere phantom
cdy will remain of that glorious patriotic
and stirring literature. I would impress
on the Minister the necessity of including
in the-school papers such matter as will
cause better feeling to obtain amongst the
classes in place of the class consciousness
which the hon. member for Bowen and others
have continuously endeavoured to propagate;
and to endeavour to impress upon the chil-
dren that, if we are to succeced in this coun-
try, 1t will only be by united effort and
working hand in hand to accomplish that
which will be of mutual bencfit to every
member of the community and to the State
itself.

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympic): In speaking on
this important vote for Education, I do not
intend to follow the example of some writers
and observers, or even that of one noted
educationalist of recent date in thinking that

Mz, Dunstan.]
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a cursory survey makes the basis for a dog-
matic judg.nert. All 1 ask is that there shall
be rational and clear thinking and commou-
sense in regard to the devlopment of our
educational system. I particularly ask for
that clear and rational thinking and common-
sense in regard to the treatment of the sub-
ject of peace and war in our scheol literature.
I am certain that the Secrctary for Public
Instruction will carefully treat those mattors
in the changes bhe proposes to make in our
school readers. The reply ho gave recently
to a question asked in this Chamber shows
the necessity for the present generation of
having such views of war from l:aders of
public thought put into our school literature.

The discussion that has been aroused on
this important matter brings us to this ques-
tion: Shall we present to the youthful mind
in our schools the horrvors and brutalities of
war, the sordid realities of international
strife, the awful consequences that follow in
the wake of war, the hypocrisy, greed, and
self-aggrandisement that promote war, or
shall we completely ignore the subject, and
imagine like the ostrich that an inch of
obscurity makes for a whole measure of con-
cealment? Personally, I am in the ultimate
neither a pacifist nor a jingo. My attitude is
best illustrated by the story of the prominent
London pacifists during the late great con-
flict. While they were holding a peace meet-
ing in a public hall they were assailed by
hostile jingoes, who hurled bricks at them
through the windows. What did these paci-
fists do? They stood it for a little while,
Lut not for long. They hurled those bricks
tack. They hurled them back vigorously,
effectively, and with great spirit, and in
that they were not inconsistent. They were
merely natural. Believing truly in pacifism,
they were ready to ficht for it.

That brings me to this question. In picturing
war as it really is or in avoiding the discus-
ston of it, shall we refuse to acknowledge
or praise those high qualities of human kind
—courage, self-sacrifice, and service—which
can even give the glamour of glory to an
evil thing? Ave we to ignore the subject, or
are we to seek to exalt and extol those high
attributes of independence, courage, seif-
sacrifice, and service, which have already
made their mark in the part which has
been taken by Australians in the great world
conflict. I ask that the question should be
presented to the youthful mind in a picture
of & man of high ideals secking noble ser-
vice and following noble thoughts, desiring
only to live in amity with his fellows, and
by example and by wisdom to lift them to a
higher plane of thought and conduct, yet
not scorning preparation for the enemy
without the gate. Should he be at all
times for peace? Would he be wrong to
resist and fight, and, if necessarr, to slay?
Some will say that it will be wrong for him,
to do so. Better for him, they would cry,
to lay down his life for a principle than to
live by doing wrong. But i self-defencs
wrong ! And. if it is not wrong, is pre-
paration for defence wrong? What should a
noble living man., martyr-like in regard to
his own life, do when an enemy, with blcod-
dripping bayonet, assails the vitals of his
wife and family and seeks the destruction
of his home? What should he do if some
barbarian with a club assails his brother,
his mate, or some weak and helpless human
creature within his ken? What action should
he take? Should he merely cry * Peace.
Peace!” when there is no peace? These are

{Mr. Dunstan,
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questions which must necessarily be treated
when dealing with the question of war and
peace in instructing the minds of our youth.
I say that if we exalt these high attributes
ithat make for manhood and for nationhood.
we are not to be charged with the glorifica-
tion of war. When I say that the deeds
of Australians in the late great conflict made
the name of Australia great, sct with the
lustre of gems and glory ineffaceakle, am I
to be charged with glorifying war, or merely
with extolling those attributes of Australian
manhood which must and will prevail when
peace is established amongst the nations and
“ the war drums throb no more”? That, of
course, expresses the idea I have in my mind
—a fair and accurate presentation of these
subjects in our school literature. Personally,
I can say that I, like the London pacifists,
am strongly for peace—peace with honour
—at any rate, peace with certain reservatious.

The subject of psychology teaching, so
capably discussed by the hon. member for
Rockhampton, is one that must demand the
full attention of the modern educationalist,
but it must also be recognised that such
teaching brings certain implications, If
there is to be in the Department of Public
Instructicn a number of trained teachers—
trained in the psychological understanding
of the mentality and capacity of their pupils
—it necessarily follows that there must be
more individual teaching on the part of
these who staff our schools—high schools
especially—as distinet from collective or class

teaching. That in its turn means smaller
classes, which in their turn mean more
teachers; and more teachers mean more

cxpenditure on education. More expendi-
ture means more funds must be provided by
the people of this State, so that in the ulti-
mate, if the people of Queensland want more
and better ¢ducation, they must be prepared
to pay for it

Mr. FARRELL: Hear, hear!

Mr. DUNSTAN: There is also this cir-
cumstance to be considered—that, whilst
teachers may be trained in psychology, the
scholars themselves possess a very large
natural fund of it. In most cases they are
able to sum up the teacher long before the
teacher has his pupils assessed.  One of the
chief difficulties which beset the teachers,
especially in our higher schools, is that
scholars quickly come and go and sojourn
for but a little while under the tutelage of
any particular teacher. So that, if we are to
develop character through piychology in our
public schools, we are also bound to face
the consequences of some change in the
staffing of teachers as well as in our expen-
diture. Many of us remember with affection
and respect some of those old teachers of
our youthful days, not because they were
great educat’onalists or because they were
great disciplinarians, but because they were
kind, because they were finc types of men
and women, because they sought to malke us
not merely educated but also endeavoured
with words of wisdom to lead us to a better
lifo and become gcod citizens of the Com-
monwealth. More than all this, we re-
member them because they understood us
and helped us, or tried to help us, to a
better understanding of the things that
matter.

Which leads me to say in conclusion that.
whilst the influence of the teacher psycholo-
gically trained must he great and profound,
his responsibility also must be very great
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but that, whatever may be the responsibility
of the teacher, the responsibility of the
public in understanding the teacher’s respon-
sibility is greater still.

Mr. KELSO (Yundah): This is a most
important vote, but the statement which
has been made by the Secrctary for Public
Instruction seems to have overshadowed the
importance of the department itself. The
discussion this morning has been on lines
which I thiuk are unprecedented in the
history of this vote, and the hon. gentleman
—iwhether he is doing it for nctoriety or not
I do not know—has certainly concentrated
the debate on himself this morning.

" The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I[NSTRUCTION :
Why not keep quiet and let us get to work?

Mr. KELSO : T am making my own spocech
in my own way, and, if the hon. gentleman
desires, I shall be able to give him some-
thing to think about in a minute or two.
It is very pleasant to find that the people of
Queensland  will not- object to the money
which is being spent cn education—especi-
allv on primary education. We find that
this year about a million of money is beivng
spent. We arc warned of the danger of the
lack of education in a community by the
example we have had of Russia for many
vears past. It has been said that the
greatest danger to any State is an unedu-
cated democracy. We know perfectly well
that years ago the franchise might have bheen
given to the Russian nation had it not been
for the fact that intcllectually they were
mere babies and could not understand the
movements going on round them.

The report of this department has been
-of great use to us. It has come in time for
us to look through it before we had to
discuss this vote. One matter to which I
wish to refer in particular is the fact that
most of the scheol inspectors in their very
illuminating reports deplore the fact that
history is not taught as it should be, and
that there is not enough attention given
to 1t

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Not to Australian history.

Mr. KELSO: One of the inspectors sug-
gests that the teachers themselves have not
rcad widely enough on history to impress
the children.

Mr. Lroyn: The same could be said of
some of the inspectors.

Mr. KELSO: T am in favour of the sug-
gestion that Australian history should be
taught more and more. We ought to know
the history of our own land, but we cannot
krow our own history properly unless we
know the history of other lands.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The children in New South Wales are
Tvri(tling to me for information about Queens-
and.

~Mr. KELSO: Every hon. member on this
side is of the opinion that it 1s a good thing
that the childreu should be taught Aus
tralian history; but it is impossible to
teach cven Australian history unless vou
teach the history which goes further back
from that. We cannot uuderstand our own
times unless we know the hisiory of other
times in order to make a just comparison.
In teaching history it is only a fair thing
that both sides should be given in order
that the children may grow up to under-
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stand the true position. That is where the
Minister has made a mistake.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It is not necessary to give both sides. It is
only nccessary to give the truth.

Mr. KELSO: It is not a question of truth
at all; it 1s a question of fact.

The SEcRETARY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Fact is truth.

Mr. KELSO: Hon. members on this side
do not believe in war any more than the
hon. gentlemen says he does not, but, if
vou are going to study the history of Aus-
tralia, you must rclate the facts as they are
and allow the children to draw their own
deductions. The hon gentleman cannot
question that. Tt is a fact that many
undesirable things have heen recorded in
history. One hon. gentleman the other day
suggested that the lives of the kings and
queens were not above suspicion.

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
There are no two sides to the truth.

Mr. KELSO: I am pleased that we have
Bible teaching in the State schools. I do
not know whether hon. gentiemen agree
with that or not. What 1s the nsture of
the history contained in the Bible? Are all
the great characters that we read about in
ihe Bible represented as being saints? Is
it not a fact that the frailties of some of
the greatest men in the Bible are set out in
just  the same way as their virtues?
Is it not a proper thing that that should be
s0? TUnless you put the full frzcts before the
people, vou do not set before them the real
facts of history. Considering the money we
are spending on primary education, it is
to be deplored that, when children leave
school, there scemis to be a disinclination
on their part—whether it is due to the
care-free air of Australia or not I do not
know—to continue their reading, and thus
continue the ecducation they have received
in the primary schools., and by the study
of literature become cultured people.

TUnfortunately the tendency of the time
sooms to be to pay too much attention to
sport. Many children, after leaving school
and up to the age of twenty, can glibly
recite to you a lot of statistics about racing
and other forms of sport; but, if you ask
them an intellicent question on political
economy or even in connection with this
Chamber. they arc all at sea. They will tell
vou frankly that they are too tired to study
politics.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER:
ihem.

Mr. KELSO: I do not condemn the news-
papers altogether, but it is a pity that cur
great dailies do not devote more space in
reporting political matters. We know per-
fectly well that many people travelling in
the trains often ask whst Is going on in
Parliament. They naturally depend on the
papers for that information, but when we
open our morning paper we fitd twe or
three pages devoted to sport of every deserip-
tion.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: I suggest that they
report members verbatim for a week. They
vould not ask for any more reports.

Mr. KELSO: I want to quote from the
“ Courier” to show that a certain gentleman
in the Victorian Parliament—Mr. Lemnion—
proposed to do the same as our Secretary for

Mr. Kelso.)

I do not blame
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Public Instruction in connection with the
school books.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Not the same,

Mr. KELSO: A similar thing.

Mr. F. A. CoopER: You are absolutely
wrong.
The SECRETARY FOR DPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

No—different altogether.

Mr. KELSO: I want to quote the
¢ Courier” to show that the Labour party
in Victoria are not going to follow on the

lines suggested by our own Minister. The
report states—
“In view of Mr. Brennan’s design to

eliminate all re¢ference to war. .

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRCUCTION :

That is untrue to start with.
lied when it said that.

Myr. KELSO: The hon. gentlemanu will
have an opportunity of dealing with the
matter later on. The article continues—

IV and war heroes from the school
papers and books, it may be interesting
to note what is being done in Victoria,
where a Labour Minister for Rducation
(Mr. Liemmon) has been credited with
a similar purpose. Apvarently, Mr.
Lemmon’s ultva pacifism has been exag-
gerated. . At a recent mescting of the
Victorian Council of Education, Dr.
Alex. Lepper, moved a comprehensive
resolution, which indicated that the
Minister has no intention of emulating
or inspiring Mr. Brennan. The resolu-
tion, which was seconded by Miss Mont-
gomery and carried unanimously, was
as follows:—‘ That this Council is
relieved to learr that the order reported
to have been issned by the Minister for
Education (Mr. Lemmon), instructing
officers of the department that no article
relating to or extolling wars, battles, or
heroes of past wars, should be printed
in the State school papers, or books,
has no foundation in fact. The Council
sympathises with Mr. Lemmon in the
wide-spread misrepresentation to which
he has been subjected.” ”

The CHATRMAN : Order! I ask the hon.
gentleman to connect his remarks with this
vote.

Mr. KELSO: I am connecting my remarks
by showing that apparently it is the policy
ot the Labour party through the mouthpiece
of the Minister to do certain things in con-
nection with the school papers, and I want
to show what the Labour party in another

State is doing. 1 think I a fectl
entitled to do that. o pertecty
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.

gentleman cannot continue on those lines.

Mr. KELSO: If that is your decision, Mr.
Pollock, then I must stop. What will be the
effect if the Minister gets his way? He
suggests that he is going to remove from
the school papers anything that is likely to
inflame youthful minds in warlike ways.
Does the hon. gentleman suggest that all
the school books shall be withdrawn and
new scheol books issued, which will mean
greaf expenditure? Does the hon. gentle-
man suggest that all school libraries should
be gone through by some censor, who will
se¢ whether there is any mention of war in
those libraries, and. if there is the slightest
mention of war, the books must be taken

[Mr. Kelso.
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away? Does the Minister suggest that any
minister of religion teaching Bible history
in State schools shall be instructed that on
no account is he to allow one word from
Holy Writ to be mentioned which is likely
to mnflame the minds of the yeuth? Does
the hon. gentleman suggest that it will be
a criminal offence for a parent tc have books
in the home to which the children might
kave access and which contain something
about war? Does he suggest that legislation
should be introduced to prevent the news-
papers speaking of war because the children
might read them? If not, his suggestion to
eliminate all refererce 1o war from school
books is mere hot air and an advertisement
for himself. The hon. gentleman has
adopted the role of a certain Mryrs. Parting-
ton, who tried to mop up the Atlan'ic
Ocean. The job is too big for him, and the
hon. gentleman has not the capacity to take
on big things. If this principle of interfer-
ing with the school books is approved, it is
possible that it will be extended further, and
we might find political articles in the school
papers, and we might have the late leader
of the Labour party, the hon. member for
Bowen, asked to contribute articles on
elementary political economy, more especially
on the lines of Karl Marx. -

Mr. GLEDSON :
done.

[12 noon.]

My, KELSO: The Minister might make
full use of the talent on the front bench. He
might ask the Treasurer to contribute to
the scheol papers an article on ¢ The Impos-
sibility of Squaring the Financial Circle, or
How to Make Deficits.”” The Secretary for
Agriculture might be asked to contribute &
paper on “ Why I am a Convert to Ratoon
Cotton.” The Sccretary for Public Lands
might be asked to contribute a paper on
“ The Relative Merits of Water and Beer
as applied to Irriga‘ion.”” The Secretary
for Public Works might be asked to con-
tribute a paper on ““ How to Live Within the
Ambit of the Basic Wage on £20 a Week.””
The Attorney-General might be asked to
contribute s paper ““ From Post Office to
Aftorney-General or How to Become a
General without Becoming an Attorney.”
The Secretary for Mines might be asked to
contribute an article on “ Why I am an Opti-
mist.”” The Home Secretary might be asked
to contribute an article on “ Tal'yism as a
Menace to Queensland.” The Assistant Min-
ister of the Home Department might be
asked to write an article for the children on

Worse than that could be

“ The Secrets of the Golden Casket.” Pos-
sibly, in time the latter article in the
school  bocks might overshadow  that

famous story for children, ‘‘ Treasure Island,”
by R. L. Stevenson.

My, Lioyp: It is time vou spring a joke
after all that. (Laughter.)

Mr. KELSO: I can compliment myself on
the fact that I at last have wakened up the
hon. member for Kelvin Grove.

M)fr. Lroyp: Let sleeping dogs lie.
ter.

Mr. KELSG: Last. but not least, the hon.
gentleman might ask the Speaker to con-
tribute an article on ‘“ The Propagation of
the Hageis as a Means for Destroying
Prickly-pear.”” Does not the hon. gentleman
see that he is tackling a job that is absolutely
impossible? Tlon. members on this side are
not in favour of war. We are in favour of

(Laugh-
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peace. I would like to ask him, as a pacifist,
what attitude he would take if the Japs
came to this country and captured Brisbane?
Does he advocate that we should sit down
wi-h folded arms and allow Brisbane to be
captured by the Japs? (Government inter-
jections.)

The CHHAIRMAN : Order! Order! Iask
hon. members to obey my call to order, and
net to interrupt an hon. member when he is
speakirg. (Ilear, hear!)

Mr. KELSO: The Secretary for Public
Instruction said a few minutes ago that he
was in favour of boxing. He is a devotee of
the 8 adium and enjoys a good fight; but
the whole principle of his actions, to be logi-

. cal, is against what he is suggesting. It is
pitiable to think of an ephemeral politician
tackling a jcb like this. I earnestly ask him
to consider the words contained in Isabel’s
words in  Shakespeare’'s ¢ Measure for
Measure "—

“Bu' man, proud man,

Drest in a litile brief authority,

Most ignorant of what he’s
assur’d—

His glassy essence—like an angry ape,

Plays such phantastic tricks before
high heaven,

As make the angels weep.”

At 12,5 p.m.,

Mr. DuxsTaAN (Gympie), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): I wish
t0 complimewnt ihe Secretary for Public
Instruction on the action he is taking to
expunge from the State school literature all
reference to the glorification of war. Such
an_ action has been long overdue by this
Labour Administraiion. The Minister was
charged by an hon. member on the other
side with having changed his sentiments or
opinions in Iawn«r down his new policy. The
Minister is not “the only person who has
changed his opinicns on that question since
the termination of the war. In fact, some
of the highest milirary authorities through-
out the KEmpire, in their statements which
have been published by the Minister, have
shown that their opinions have undergone
cven greater changes. It would be quite
right in teaching the you'hful minds in our
State schools to endcavour to teach or
exnlain to them the genesis of wars between
nations—to explain to them that the people
of 'he respective countries have no say in
the creation or the commencement of war,
and no say in the cessation of war. The_v
should be told that the people of Great
Britain and Germany, in the recent world
war, were rot consulted in the least. The
pecple should be told the truth. The truth
in cennection with all capitalistic wars is
that the people as a whole have no say in
the motter. A privileged few have thrust
upon them the awful responsibility of bring-
g ahout wars between nations. Thev sit
in secret conelave, I regret that a recent
annecuncement i the newspapers showed that
it was intended to extend and establich this
svstew in Aus‘ralia. The children should
ho tald the trath about the late war, and
thot i, that the diplomatic representatives
of Great Britain in ecollaboration with the
repre<entatives of other nations secretly
arrsneed the war. They made an agree.
ment behind the backs of Parliament and

most
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the people, and when war was eventually
announced, those secret agreements embroiled
Great Britain in the war. The children
should be told that two months before the
declaration of war the question was asked
in the House of Commons whether it was a
fact that Great Britain was tied up with a

secret naval agreement w1th France, and
the answer given was “ No 77 ; and that eight
months after the declaration of war the

question was asked In the House of Lords
whe her it was a fact that Great Britain
had been tied up diplomatically and by
treaty with France puor to the war, and the
answoer was ¢ Yed.”

Mr. KiNg: Gladstone forecasted the war.

Mr. FERRICKS: The iniquity of this
agreement was that it was made behind the
backs of Parliament. Great Britain was
secretly tied up with France as far back as
1912, and the British people and Parliament
did not know anything about it. Then,
again, the children should be told that,
although they have been taught that there
were wars of aggression and defence, there
is really no distinction bhetween them. Both

‘parties have been aggressors by their pre-

paration. An hon. member spoke of the
defence of Australia, and said that the chil-
dren should be taught that lack of prepara-
tion for defence is the surest way of bringing
war to Australia. As a fact, it is well known
—and the department and Minister would
be quite within their rights in telling the
school children through thie school literature
that, so far from ecither side in the recent war
having been the aggressor, both sides had
been preparing for it for years. Such prepara-
tions must inevitebly lead to a clash. It
should he made public that the Russian Grand
Council, presided over by the Grand Duke
Nicholas, passed a resolution before the out-
break of war saying that, owing to the
oxtension of German affairs to the Straits
and to Constantinople, Russia roust get con-
trol of that portion of Turope, and that the
only way to get that control would be by
carrring on a world war. There can be no
harm in telling the children that the British
Government endorsed that view, and at the
request of the Russian Crzarist Government
gave their full assent to the annexation of
Constantinople and the Straits by Russia.
The British Government were praised by the
Russian Prime Minister for cndorsing to the
full and =0 completely the desire of Russla
to annex the Straits and Constantinople.
There is no harm in the childrsn being told
these matters, now that people have had
their eyes openod and are not being gullsd
any further.  In fact, there have been millions
of converts to anti-warism sicce the termina-
tion of the war. and this has been so in no
greater proportion in any section of the com-
munity than amongst the soldiers who took
part in the world war.

Reference has been made to a pacifist war,
and what could one do under certain circum-
stances. Those who are pleased to ridicule
the idea of pacifizts, or those who prefer peace
to war, must romember that the pacifists say
they are witnesses amongst themselves when
there is a difference one agairst another.
and they fight it out, but if one nation wurs
against ,another, the workers—the people—
have to carry on the war. It is made for
them and they have to go along and fight
out the difference.

These are all phases which should receive
a greater publicity and dissemination. The

Mr. Ferricks.]
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minds of school children should not be in-
damed by the glorification of war and of
shings pertaining to war.

I remember seeing, three or four years ago,
a little pamphlet which contained illustrations
and which was circulated through our Statc
schools. Tt could be purchased for 1d. or any
sum above ld., and the money was regarded
as a Lortrmutxon to some patriotic cbject.
The pictures endcavoured to show thz chil-
dren all the glories achieved by Australian
and other Allied soldiers in the Great War.
Amongst the glories of these achievements,
as illustrated and broadcast throughout our
schools, was a picture of an Australian with
a hayonet thrust through a Turk, and another
Australian throwing a Turk—or the enemy,

whoever he was—over his shoulder. This
pamphlet was broadcast under a Labour
Administration.

Mr. Loean : Would the hon. membor prefer
to see it the other way about?

Mr. FERRICKS: T am prepared to say
what I said in 1814—mot what might be a
change of front eight or ten years after-
wards—that I would like to sce taught in
our State schools the policy that the workers
of the world should have sufficient sense to
tell those who caused the wars to go and do
the fighting themselves, Tlien there would
be no war.

GOVERNVENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MMr. FTERRICKS: It is all very well for
our children to be brought up on the glori-
fication of these things, but they are en-
couraged in their glorification and advised
to do all these things and to_go along theso
lines—to cheer the ensigns and standards and
all the rest of the humbug—by people who
are not going to take any part in the business
themszlves. Thase peoplc are going to call
“fy 7 if they are asked to do it, as we ucod
to do in the game of * Fly the ‘Garter * at
school. They are excluded for one reason
and another, but that does not prevent them
“sooling ” on the other chap to fight for
them.

There is this difference alio between a war
betwean two people and a war between
nations. In a war between nations, who gets
the benefit on the victoricus side—if thern
is any victory in war? Do the prople at
large get the benefit of the capture of terri-
tory or the extension of trade? Not they.
The privileged few on top, who are in a
position to cause these wars, reap the benefit.
I deprecate very strongly "the spirit which
has becn infused into our Australian school
literature, including that of Queensland, dur-
ing recent vear:. I remember reading in a
journal which was not circulating through
the State schools, but which mltmallv would
have a great influcnce by reason of being
copied from and having extracts made for
the composition of altldes for school papers.
Tt was a mﬂltarv journal published in Mel-
bourne just prior to and in the carly stages
of the war. It was a very eclaboratelv got-up
publication having as its keynote the epir}t
of jingoism and “militarism. According to
a passage which T believe was copied from
it to our school beoks in the other States of
Australia, perzons who took up the profession
of arms should not revolt against the idra of
a war occurring, because they should realise
that war provides the only avenue of pro-
motion for the person taking up the pro-
fession of arms. And the article went on in

[Myr. Ferricks
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that strain.
many places.

I have quoted the matter im
It stated—
Y War is an oasis

military man’s life.”

in the desert of a

What a fine spirit to inculcate into the
minds of the youngsters! "These and other
facts were scized upon by many people in
various parts of Australia, and were used to
such coffect that they blouvht about the
cessation of the publication of that military
journal, which was withdrawn on the plea
of economyv. It was giving the show away too
much. That fzct should be borne in mind;
and when a Minister endeavours to carry out
a policy which should be, if it has not been
in the past, the policy of the Labour Govern-
ment, no hon. member opposite is justified in
saying that these are the Minister’'s own
views alone—that the hon. gentleman, like
Dame Partington, is claiming that he is
going to achieve this or that. I am pleased
that the Sccretary for Public Instruction has
been instrumental in giving this movement a
start in Queensland, and it redounds very
greatly to his credit.

Mr. KrLso: Does the Cabinet agree with
the hon. genileman’s suggestions?

Mr. FERRICKS: The hon. member must
address his question to the Cabinet. The
hon. member must realise that I am not the
Cabinet. Once the hot air of hon. members
opposite has blown away and it is recognised
that the utterances of the Secretary for
Public Instruction are for the benefit of our
youth, the public generally will denrecate the
glorification of ali these deeds or war and
agree that they should not be driven into the
minds of our youngsters. When the tim~ is
ripe for another clash hetween the workers
of the world the school boys of to-day will
then be our workers, and the school girls of
to-day will probably be mothers, with a very
important funection to ]’)Olfol“ﬁ during the
war. The mother’s function, of course, is to
bring into the world bowys so that thcy may
take their place in yeay: to come as soldiers
and to receive the contents of a gun. A
noble prospect for that mother. A young
mother brings forth her frst-born—a boy.
‘What a glorious prospect it must open out
to her if, when the first time she kisses the
babe, she thinks that some day it will supply
fodder for cannon—not for any concern of
her own, but at the behest of a combination
or ophosition of peoples he must go and fight
for them. T want f{o repcat a very sound
dictum that I once laid down, and one which
I hove will be taught in the schools. I laid
it down in 1914, “when I was before the
clectors =acking votes, that those who wanted
a war should go and do the fighting, and, if
I had my way, T would sce that those who
Cuu<od the war were in the front firing line
while tha workers took on the business of
waving flags, lighting fires, beating drums,
and cheering them on. I want to refute the
charge of mcon=1<tencv levelled bv hon. mem-
hers  opposite against this side—that we
preach class-consciousness and endeavour to
make the working class as class-conscious as
our opponents. Unfortunately the working
scetion of the community has not reached
that high state of organisation or of class-
consciousness  that  is possessed by our
opponents.  We are told the workers should
be countent. This is the difference in class
warfare—that those who indulge in it are
fighting for the betterment of their own
conditions. At least they are fighting for
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themselves; but in the ordinary international
wars they are nos fighting for themselves—
they are fighting because they are told to
{ight.

Mr. Krrso: You would like the school
paper made into a Labour paper?

Mr. FERRICKS: I would like to see it
made itto a paper for the teaching of the
truth. That is all we ask. Hon. members
carnot deny the facts that I explained this
morning about Russia setting out in 1913
with the determined effort to get control of
the Dardanclles and of Constantinople, and
with being backed up by Great Britain.

Mr. Kerso: I thought you had finished
with that.
Mr. FERRICKS: I am coming back

because the hon. member raised the point.
Mr. MooRE interjected.

Mr. FERRICKS: I am talking about war,
and I may tell the hon. member, who is one
of those who would like to see in the school
books all this glorification about war and all
this hot air, that our friend Mr. Hughes used
to bellow forth about the great reward and
the noble sacrifices of the Australian soldiers
at Gallipoli—that they fought that fight in
the interests of frecedom and peace; that they
were going to make this war the last war;
and, before the tears of the widows and
sisters and mothers of the soldiers had dried
and Lloyd George had practically committed
Great Biitain to another war, Mr. Hughes
declared war for Australia against the Turks
without consulting Parliament—without con-
sulting the people—and the Australian people
were supvosed to fall in behind that sort of
thing.  Mr. Hughes, without consulting
Parlinment, committed Australia to a second
war before the tears of the widows and
sisters and mothers had dried. It was too
bad for people to applaud that sort of thing.
We were told that the great war was fought
to secure the frecdom of the Dardanelles and
the freedom of Constantinople. It is a fact
which cannot be disputed that Russia had
determined to annex the Dardanelles and
Constantinop_le, with the full concurrence of

Great Britain, bifore ever the war took
place.
Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): Before I

get on to the subject of the teaching of
war or of the glorification of war in the
school hooks, I would like to bring under
the Minister’s notice a communique from
the battle front of the Bremer. The Bremer
constituency is a growing constituency, and
it has been attended to by the department in
a way that I cannct find very much fault
with, but I would like to point out that the
northern portion of Booval is a fast growing
suburb. There are a pumber of schools in
the district—the Silkstone school and the
East Ipswich school, in particular—which
to-day are overcrewded. Ths children are
being taught on the verandas, under the
school. or anywhere where children can be
placed. Beoval North is a big portion of
Rooval, and it bhas a school population of
from 160 to 200 children, and that portion
of the Bremer electorate could ecasily be
served by a school situated so as to meet
the needs of North Booval and Iast Ipswich.
Although there is a report in the department
against the establishment of a school there,
I trust the Minister will go into the matter
and see if he cannot do something to relieve
the congestion in that portion of the State
where a new school is very urgently needed.
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I have been very interested, as we all
have been, by the speeches that have been
made as to elimination of the glorification
of war from our school papers and our school
books. I have been very interested in some
of the utterances that have been made by
these persons who believe we should not
encourage war to the effect that we ought
to cast the beam out of our own eves before
we take the mote out of someone else’s
eye. The beam in our own eyec appears to
be that we have some sort of class trouble;
that we have cgged people on, and egged
them on, and helped them to make co:ditions=
better for themselves. We go so far as to
call it a class war, and, beecause it is called
u class war, we arc told we are inconsistent
that, while we cncourage war between
emploser and employee, we denounce war
between nations. The things are by no
means parallel. They are not in the same
street whatever, «nd people who say they
are have an entive misunderstanding of the
situation. More particularly might I refer
to a telegram thar has been published in
Australia, stating that Archbishop Lees, of
Melbourne, atiacked the Trades Hall Council
in Melbourne because they asked the good
Archbishop to join with them in a denuncia-
tion of war on IPPeace Sunday. He told
them to overcome all their domestic troubles,
fo eliminate class trouble, to lie down with
the lion and be at home with him before
they attempted to stop war between the
nations, The whole posilion is that the
good Archhishop is engaged, or ought to be
engaged, in a class struggle himself, He
has been struggling for years against what
he calls the *‘puwers of darkness”—the
rowers of evil, sin, and unrightcousness.
Would I be in crder to advise the good
Archbishop to fraternise with the devil and
come to some arrangement with him to settle
their differences—to go on peaccably and
amicably and not disturb the people ? Would
[ be right? Of course I would not be right.
The good Archbisbop, in his endeavours to
rid the world of sin, is on the same plane
&s members of thiz party who are endeavour-
mg to get rid of suffering and want and
ths things we stand against. Ounr good
friends opposite—no matter what they may
say—are all out for international war; and,
when war arrives, ther can wive flags better
than anybody else; yet they advise us to
keep still and say that the workers should
be satisfied to remain in the state to which
it has pleased God to call them. While
the war was on I was wearied to death by
the fact that I could not get hold of a bock
by the German philosopher Nietsche, who

Lad written a book extolling war. On every
platform we were told what a wretched
inan this Nietsche was. I was keen on

finding out what sort of a double-dyed villain
he was, but it was not until the war ceased
that T was able to get hold of a copy of
his book. After reading his book, I could
almost imagine that Nietsche was sitting
opposite, as his sentiments are so like those
of those hon. members.
[12.20 p.m.]
Listen to this little extract from his book—
“ Tt is mere illusion and pretty senti-
ment to expect much (even anything at
all) from mankind if it forgets how to
make war. As yet no mocans are known
which call so much into action as a
great war that rough energy born of the
camp, that deep impersonality born of
hatred, that conscience born of murder

Mr. F. A, Cooper.]
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and cold-bloodedness, that fervour born
of effort in the annihilation of the
enemy, that proud indifference to 10“,
to one’s own existence, to that of one\
fellows, to that earthquake like soul-
shakmg which a people needs when it
is losing its vitality.”

All the things which the Opposition have
been s’mndmg for—the doctrine that war
brings forth all that is good and great and
noble in man—1I find Nietsche advocated ten

years ago.
My, KeLgo: We never said that on this
side.

Mr. F. A, COOPER: Hon. members oppo-
site could not say it as well Nietsche said
it, although their sentiments are the same as
those of Nietsche. I find another German,
who led armies—the German War Lord,
Count Von Moltke—said—

“ Perpetual peace is a dreswm, and it
is not even a beautiful dream. War is
an element in the order of the world
ordained by God Without wat
the world v»ould stagnate and lose itself
in materialism.”

I place that side by side with many of the
statements we have had from the Opposition,
not only to-day, but on other occasions in
regard to war. I cannot understand how
anybody can look upon war as a thing
to be admired, or as a thing even fo be
taught or u1ged If the Minister goes on
with his policy of showing up the cruelty
of war, showing its baseness and its evils,
showmg that it is waged not fox the sake
of humanity or for the good of the people
at large, but for the interests of the few—
if he will go on showing that to the children
and giving them the truth of things, there
will bo trouble on this side of the
Chamber. I cannot understand anybody
grumbling about showing the children the
iquities of war—there is nothing good
about it—and, if the Minister will do that,
he will earn the gratitude of everyone on
this side of the Chamber. What we should
do when we meet the enemy, personally, §
do not know, but I have always had a cex-
tain admiration for {wo people I have read
about, one of whom was a Pilgrim Father,
who was crossing the ocean, when the ship
he was on was aftacked by a pirate ship.
They tnod to put a gun into hls hand and
he said, “ No. I take no man’s life.” He
refused to handle the gun, but he stosd by
the rail of the ship, and, when the pirate
vessel came alongside and a pirate put his
bands on the rail, ‘the Pilgrim Father
grabbed an axe and cut the pirate’s hands
off and smd “Take thy hands off what
does not belong to thee.” (Laughter.) I
have a certain admiration for that man. I
have no time for those who sar that the
best means for ensuring peace is to be pre-
pared for war. I might mention that I had
some canvassing to do on one occasion and
I went to a house, where I saw a wife with
an iron in her hand and the hushand putting
a piece of wood into the stove to make the
iron hot. I thought that things were all
right there. I tried to be nice, and I used
the old quotation and said, ¢ The Lord
dwells in this house.” The hmbmld turned
round from the fire place, and szaid, ““ We
have peace, perfect peace here. 1f she
heaves that iron at me, I will lay her out
with this chunk of wood.” (Laughter.)
That has never appealed to me as the best
means of securing peace.

falr. F. A. Cooper.
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A GoverNMENT MEMBER: It is preparation
LOI‘ war.

Mr, F. A. COOPER: Exactly, and it
would lead to it. Rather am I with the
general who stayed with the army all day
i 6 o’clock and then retired, saying, “1
am gmm3 to retire now because I am a bit
weary.”” (Laughter.)

Mr., DEACON (Cunmnglmm) If there is
to be any alteration made in the school
books, I would prefer, after listening to the
debato, to abide by what the hon. member
for Gympie would do rather than the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction.

Orpos1rioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Mr. DEACON: Let me advise the
Minister, not with any unfriendly feeling,

that a lot of reputations have been wrecked
by men doing things they did not know
much about. (Opposztlon laughter.) T would
advise the Minister to read much more and
write less. I do not want to pay too many
compliments to the members of the Govern-
ment this morning, but I believe that as a
body they preach more humbug in a given
time than any other body of men I have
ever listened to. (Opposition laughter.) 1
heard the hon. member for South Brisbane
preaching about the ecarly history of war
and referring to the worker. Let me remind
the hon. member that in the beginning of
the Great War the socialists in Germany
were well behind the German Government
for the war.
Mr, COLLINS :
credit vote.

Mr., DEACON: The leaders of the
socialistic movement were behind the Ger-

man Government in the Great War. That
has not been forgotten yet in socialistic
circles on the Coulinient, ~ If the Minister
will read the utterances of the leaders on
both sides of the question, he will find that
the greatest opposition in (iermany to the
war camc from the bankers and commercial
people, because they feared ruin from the
war. The British Cabinet also met with
opposition from bankers und commercial
people because they feared that ruin would
ensue from the war., It was the same in
France, where the Cabinet met with similar
opposition from those interests. Nobody in
this country ever wanied war. Let me
point out to the Minister that, although
there may be hon. members opposite who
want war, he has nothing to tear from
hon. members on this side. If he does not
want to go across the water to look for
pcople who want war, let me suggest that
he should start a war in the Cabinet in
regard to some things that are required for
the Department of Public Instruction.
There are some Government departments
which have more money than they require,
and it is_all at the expense of the Uﬂpmt«
ment of Public Instruction.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The expenditure in the department in 1914
was £600,000, and now it is £1,250,000.

Myr. DEACON : We have to remember that
the cost of evervthing is double what it was
then.

The HecRETARY vOR Purnic INSTRTOTION :
Wages have not doubled—not the hasic wage.

Mr, DEACON: During ihe war the
department had necessmﬂv to. hold over
many improvements, and to neglect build-
ings to a certain extent, but six years have

They voted against the first
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¢lapsed since the war and the Government
have not yet made a single attempt to
finance the department and allow it to catch
up with the arrears of work. There are
schools all over the country which have not
been painted for years.

An OpposiTiION MevBer: In the cities, too.

Mr. DEACON: You can find them all over

the courntry. There are some in my elec-
torate as well as in electorates of other hon.

members. A lot of ‘schools badly need
‘painting, and some buildings are being
attacked by white ants. All this injury
is done because the Government do mnot
‘give the Department of Public Instruc-

tion sufficient money to enable the work to
be kept up to date.

At 12.40 p.m.,
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. DEACON: It is not that we do not
raise the money, because we do, but we
spend too much foolishly in other directions,
and I therefore hope that the Minister will
take that war to the Cabinet and make his
crusade there in favour of his department.

Like many other hon. members, I have
had cvery consideration from the officers of
the department. There are some very
capable men in the department, and I hope
the Minister will take heed of their views,
and not act so much on his own impulses.
(Laughter.) He ought to recognise that the
nien who have besn carrying on responsible
work in the department are likely to know
much more about it than a man who has
been there only a short time.

Mr. CorLiNs: You do mot believe in
representative  government.  We represent
the people.

Mr. DEACON: S¢ do I. Let me borrow
a quotation from the hon. member for South
Brisbane. I say that in these things the

people have no voice. Things are done
about which they know nothing.” I hope that
some endeaveur will be made—the respon-

sibility rests on the members of the (Govern-
ment and their pelitical followers—to bring
this department up to the state it should

be in. It has been starved. There hss never
been any attempt in the last six years
since the war to put the schools on a

proper footing. There are many other things
1 would like to tallt about, but there is oxe
in particular to which the Minister ought
te give scrious consideration. I refer to
the opening and closing of country schools.
There is a rule thal there must be a certain
number of childron before a school will be
cpened—there must be nine or ten. I think
we ought to give children the opportunity
of education if any number at all is avail-
able; at any rate, we should make an effort
in that direstion. The people in the country
are so anxious for the education of their
children that they are willing to put them
into_a shed or any other building so long
as they can get them taught., I know that
the department is teaching children by cor-
respondence, and that a lot of good work
has been done in that respoct; but corre-
sponderc2  schooling is not all that can be
done, and I hope that in any futurc con-
sideration of the expense involved of teaching
in small areas, some attention will be given
to that question. The people who go out
on to the land provide all the wealth of this
country. The primary producer—whether
he be farmer, grazier, or miner—produces all
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our wealth, and in this respect he needs more
encouragement than he is getting to-day.
We know that the department has done a
great deal. We all say that it is a good
department—nobody can deny that—but it
could be much better. It is pitiable that
the Labour party, who above all others
should stand for education, have neglected
their opportunities. It is a disgrace that
the department should be treated as it is.
The Minister tells me that it costs more now
than it did some time back, but much of the
extra cost is not going to the children, and
I hope that something will be done in that
direction.

M. LLOYD (Kelvin Grove): On this vote
I propose to confine myself to the general
policy of the Department of Public Instruc-
tion, with special reference to the question
which has been raised in a certain statement
by the Minister as to references to war in
the teaching of history in our State schools.
There is no propesal to eliminate all refer-
ence to war from the school books. We are
not responsible here for the report which
reached wus the other day of what the
Minister for Rducation in Victoria said
about this matter, or for what was in his
mind when he said it—if he did say it.
We are considering only our own policy,
as declared by the Secretary for Public
Instruction in  Queensland, and T do
not see in it any proposal to cut out
all  reference to war. What we do
propose is to show war forth in its true
ight, The glorious side, the glamour of it,
is, so far as I know, invariably presented
by men who have never seen war. I happen
to be one of the men who have not seen
war myself, but I must admit, judeging by
the speeches of hon. members on the Opposi-
tion benches and on this side who have
really scen war, that this glamour of war
is never held up to admiration by men who
have been there and have scen what really
happens. It scoms to me that it has always
been an unreal atosphere created by those
who have not seen war from what other
people have said or because they allowed
their imagination ta get the hetter of their
tommonsense. There are certain arsicles in
our school readers and papers which do
convey to the children this false giamour
of war, which makes many a man think that
the noblest thing in which he can possibly
engage is a fight, irrespective of the merits
of the side which he i1z taking. There is
nothing wrong, so far as I can see, in that
feeling, which is inherent in every man, of
fighting against what he considers to be
intolerable wrong, and I do not think it is
the policy of the Minisicr or of the Govern-
ment to do anything that will diminish that
spirit; but there is something decidedly
wrong when men ure prepared to come for-
ward and tell us that it is right for men to
risk their lives in a fight when they are not

particularly concerned in what they are
going to fight about. So long as it is
possible for men to recruit for fighting

gervice in ignoranee without any question as
to the merits of the cause which they are
espousing, so long is there something which
it 1s the special business of modern education
to eradicate. That, I take i, is the pur-
rose of the Minister in revising the school
readers and the school papers. It iz quite
wrong to imagine that a desire for world
reace will create a helpless community—a
community which has no desive to fight for

Mr. Lloyd.]
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itself. The desire for universal peace on the
part of citizens of a community will not in
the :lightest degree diminish that quality
which we call courage. The quality of cour-
age is not an elementary quality. It is com-
pounded of several impulses, and the one
about which we are mostly concerned is the
impulse which prompts a man to forget
himself in time of danger. A great deal
of nonsense is talked about the fighting
spirit. It is supposed to be a primitive
instinct inherent in man. Even a superficial
study of the history of the human race will
disprove that.

Delight in war is not a primitive instinet.
With the most primitive tribes in the world
there is no such thing as war. There are
unseemly scraps over personal property and
over women, but organised war is a thing
that does not begin until man has reached a
certain degree of social organisation. To go
further back than that, man on the evidence
of his physical structure was not originally
a killing animal, and to those who believe

in evolution there is the evidence that the .

nearest relative to man amongst the less
developed types of life is not a killing animal
cither. War is something that has grown
out of the temporary rocessities of a certain
stage of social organisation, and when we
have completed the work of social organisa-
tion the desive for war ought to disappear
What we call a desire for fighting is simply
a desire for intonsity of experience—a desire
which is more in evidence in the civilired man
than in the savage. It is erroneons to sup-
posc that, with peaceful conditions and higher
ideals, courage diminish's. The civilised man
of the present day has more ccurage than
the man of primitive communities right back
to the beginning of time. ILet me digress
a little on this matter. At the present time
men are flving. I speak with regard to actual
flying without propulsion hy engines. In
France a record has been put up for cight
hours in the air by a man on a glider without
any engine at all. The applianccs that are
used for that purpose could have been built
in the days of the Roman Empire. Thev
could have been built in the davs of ancient
Egypt, and the reason why flving was not
accomplished in the early days was because
man had not developed the couragze to do it.
Take the case of the ascension of our highest
mountains. It is a little mor> than a century
ago when the highest mountain in Burope
was first ascended by man., That cculd have
been deone in the days of the Roman Empire,
and the only reason why it was not done
was bocause man had not then developed the
courage to do it. This courage would not
he obliterated if we put more human ideals
before the xounger members of the com-
munity. That feeling is there, and when it
is required, it will be called upon. It is
nonsense to say that, if we do not keep con-
stantly showing the young children of our
schools the glamour of war, if we do not
constantly keep them smelling blood, the
quality of courage will die out. History
has shown that the quality of real courage
has increased with civilisation, and that it
does not diminish, and there is absolutely no
danger whatever in putting more peaceful
and more humane ideals before our younger
eeneration.

There is the view that this impulse which
makes men fight, and makes them take a
gamble on war .will remain there, and men
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will fight because of the desire for this
intensity of experience. But that again s
wrong, becauss there are many other direc-
tions in which those impulses can be diverted.
The same quality that makes a brave
soldier makes the missionary, the martyr, the
inventor, and the explorer, and more particu-
larly those who take great personal risks in
thetr efforts to achieve advances in science.
Thore will be plenty of outlet for that spirit,
and it is the business of the educator to point
out to the rising generation that there ars
better outlets for this impulse than there are
in war.

In the teaching of history I do not think
very much can be done by a mere excision or
simply cutting out the different parts dealing
with the glamour of war. There is too
much else outstanding which will undo the
negative rosults of excision from the schoo!
books. There must be positive teaching on
the matter. We must teach the pupils what
nearly every thinking writer in the civilissd
world at present professes to believe in. Thar
is, that another great war has a very big
chance of leading to the extinction of civilisa-
tion. Those are the facts that we must put
before the pupils. We are accused on this
side of not giving sufficient recognition to-
what has been done by previous Governments
That is one of the charges, just or not, that
I bhave certainly never been guilty of. 1
think that T can make out the best case for
this Government by putting on one side
everything that has really been done by past
Governments, and by putting on the other
side cverything that has really been done
by this Government,

In counection with this matter I will go
back to twenty years before the virus of tho
great imperialistic reaction contaminated the-
teaching in our scheols. I will read something
from one of the official readers of twenty
vears ago—possibly twenty-five vears ago—
to show how war was present~d to the chil-
dren then, and 1 propose to resumc the same
lines now. These are some verses that
appeared in a “ Century Reader ”’ which was-
taken out about a quarter of a century ago.
It is entitled, *“ A Little Soldier.” There i«
a picture her> of boys evidently plaring
soldiers. one boy in front with a drum, and
another bov behind with a flag. Other boy=
have something representing weapons. Abova
it there is a picture of something which iz
appar-ntly the hov’s mind, and which is the
official representation of a battlefield. Thea=
are the verses—

“ Drumming away,

Merry and gay,

Johnny goes merrily,
Drumming away,

Marching along,
Sturdy and strong,

Merrily drumming,
And singing his song.

0z

When he’s a man,
This is his plan,
He’ll be a soldier,
And do what he can,
Marching away,
Happy and gay,
Merrily, merrily,
Drumming all day.”

The third verse deals with the reality of
war. There is a man lying down on the
ground apparently disabled, and about to be
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crushed by the wheels of a gun carriage.

The verse goes on this way—

- Johnny my son,
War isn’t fun,
‘Tis a terrible thing
When once it’s begun;
Famine and woe,
For high and for low,
And a great deal more,
Than drumming, you know.”

I will give past Governments credit for
something they put before the children
in the *“Third Century Reader.” I am
not going to worry hon. members oppo-
site with the pernicious productions of paci-
fists. I am going to give them something
that was done by their predecessors. This
is what appears in the ¢ Third Century
Reader”’—
“ A TaLe oF WOE.

“ The apples are ripe in the orchard,
The work of the reaper is done,
And the golden woodlands redden
In the light of the dying sun.

““ At the cottage door the Grandsire sits,
Pale, in his easy chair;
While the gentle wind of twilight
Plays with his silver hair.
“ A woman is kneeling beside him,
A fair young form is pressed
In the first wild passion of sorrow
Against his aged breast.”

The verses depict that after the battle had
ended this couple had all that was dear to
them taken away from them. Verses like
that, without showing up the gruesome
features, tend to show children the realities
of war as they apply to those who take part
in it and the realities to those who are
affected without taking active part in it.

This is one of those subjects on which a
great deal has been said and on which there
is a great deal of danger of digression. As
I intend to speak on other votes, I have done
my best on this occasion to confine myself
to the general aspects of the policy of the
Minis‘er. There is a tendency
in debates to speak diagramati-
c¢ally. I do not know whether I
am coining that expression, but its meaning
i5 obvious to those who know what a diagram
is. When a lecturer is giving a lecture on,
say, the surface features of a certain coun-
try, he puts a diagram on the blackboard,
upon which all heights and depths are
greatly cxaggerated, because, if he put a
representation true to the scale, his line
would be indistinguishable from a straight
line. There is a tendency in dcbate to speak
diagramatically. That 1s to say, to exag-
gerate on every side—to give a wrong impres-
sion of what we attack and of what we are
advocating. Many speeches delivered this
morning would have indicated to a stranger
that one side of the Chamber was advocating
an implacable policy of blood-thirsty aggres-
siveness, and that the other side was advo-
cating a reckless policy of lie-down pacifism.
That is not the position at all. A few
temperate speeches that were delivered this
morning showed that we are all concerned
in the solution of the worldwide question as
to how ‘o bring war to an end. In that
matter we are simplv at onc with all the
great thinkers who write on such questions
at the present fime.

I was impressed with the first part of the
speech of the hon, member for Albert. If

[2 p.m.]
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something had happened to interrupt him
in the last five minutes of his speech before
he got into a very perfunctory jingoism,
ir would have been one the best specches,
if not the best speech, delivered on this
question.  The hon. gentleman’s contri-
bution to the debate, however, was a valu-
able one. The hon. gentleman did not
come forward with argument, but he
came forward and gave evidence. The
hon. gentleman told us of the impres-
sions made wupon. him as a boy by
certain literature; he told us of the impres-
sion made on him by his reading of Virgil.
Evidently, the hon. gentleman was a boy
who made good progress in Latin to have
got to a stage at which reading that language
made any impression, because, unfortunately.
to most boys Latin is only a cipher which
thev translate into English, and they think
in English while doing so. The hon. gentle-
man_ spoke of the impression made on his
mind bv Fitchett. The writings of Fitchett,
especially in that work of his ‘‘ Deeds that
Won the Empire,” are the most misleading
and pernicious literature that could be put
before young people. The fact that a cul-
tured gentleman like the hon. gentleman
could have been misled in his carly youth by
rubbishy lterature of that kind, with the
result that he now comes forward and de-
scribes it as something of the best—some-
thing which it would bie deplorable to deprive
boys of—is one of the surest pieces of evi-
dence that we should be careful as to what
we put before our children.

All hon. members are pretty well agreed
on the undesirability of war, but hon.
members opposite are in doubt as to the
practicability of securing universal peace,
of what steps we are going to take, of how
wo shall meet aggression in the future. 1
am nhot going into that at all. I recognise
the necessity for being prepared to enable
reforming communities to resist Fascisti vio-
lence, whether from within or without. I
recognise that zomething must be done to try
and get in touch with the other peoples of the
world and to get them to think the same way
as we think; but, first of all, we must agree
amongst ourselves as to the right method.
It is the duty of the Secretary for Publiz
Instruction not only to go iu for the excision
of what we think detrimental to our youth,
but to substitute suitable propaganda in
return.

T shall make only one more remark, and
presume to give a little advice to the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction. We hear a
great decal about a certain class of men try-
ing to get in touch with Mars. I advise the
hon. gentleman to do something on the same
lines, but something far less pretentious and
far more practicable, and that is to try and
get in touch with the other Australian States
and endeavour to achieve some unity of aim
in the teaching of our Australian children.
(Hear, hear!)

Mr, PETERSON (¥ormanby): There is
no question that this has been a most inter-
esting debate in connection with the utter-
ances made by the Secretary for Publie
Instruction a little while ago. I do not
intend to criticise those utterances, as
enough has been said on the subject by
Lon. members on both sides. When we view
this war-feeling aspect that may be incul-
cated into the young, we should try and
raise ourselves a little above the subject,
and realise that there are other matters

My, Peterson.]
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affecting the community which are almost
as sordid and gruesome as war itself. Re-
cently I read some statistics that had been
compiled. Take for instance the question
of ‘ Spanish Flu,” or what was known as
preumonic influenza. We find from the
records published that twice as many people
died in Europe from that scourge as were
killed in the Great War. Then we have the
statistics of America, published the other
day, where it was shown that twice as mauy
people were killed by motor cars in America
last year as there were Americans killed
in the Great War. Then we have a greater
scourge than all of these put together. Our
statistics have repeatedly warned us of the
danger that- is rapidly creeping over the
Commonwealth of  Australia, including
Queensland, in connection® with venerecal
-disease. What has been done in regard to
vencreal disease and its effect upon the
young people in the community?

Hon. M. J. KirRwax: Five hundred
thousand people in Australia are suffering
from it.

Mr. PETERSON: The Assistant Home
Secretary bears cut my contention. While
we may stand for high aid noble principles
so far as war is concerned, as the hon. mem-
ber for Kelvin Grove pointed out, let us not
try to aim at Mars—at something intangible
—let us try and do something within the
realms of possibility. We can do something
through our school system to impede the
-onward march of this scourge. I have spoken
in this Chamber before on this matter. I
have pleaded as one individual that it is
the function of the State at the carliest
possible mement, through its valuable educa-
tional system, to do something in this direc-
tion. I do not say the whole of the teachers
should be responsible for education of that
kind, as many of the teachers are over-
worked at the present time. But there
should be a sex hygiene class for boys and
girls when they reach the age of puberty,
where they could be instructed in the dangers
that surround them if they are not properly
warned of these dangers. I have here a
book which I obtained from the library
called “ Bex Hducation and National
Health,” by C. Gasquoine Hartley, and on
page 87 he summarises his conclusions in
this way—

‘“ Some such plan as I have advocated
is a reform in our educational pro-
gramme that, I think, must come.
‘Classes, in which the work is specially
arranged and quite differcnt from the
ordinary school course, will be a‘tached
to every efficient school. Girls and boys,
before the onset of puberty, will enter
these classes, which will prepare them,
when their sexual health is established,
for the harder work of the higher school.
Perhaps even a better plan would be to
have special adolescent schools provided,
preferably in the country, where all work
and play could be done out of doors,
which the boys and girls will enter at
the anvroach of puberty. The teachers
for such schools will need to be specially
trained; they also ought to have had a
much wider experience of life than is
usual to the teacher. One of the staff
should have been trained as a doctor.
The difficulties of the establishment of
such scheols, of course, are numerous.
For one thing, the expense would neces-
sarily be great, and it may be thought
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that this alone makes the plan imprac-
ticable. I can only answer that any
expenditure which will produce fit
fathers and fit mothers for .he race is
an expense that would be met by a wise
nation, when it learns to understand the
folly of our waste of the youth of each
generation by our bungling attempts at
education.”

I do not know what he means by the words
“our bungling attempts at education,” but
probably he is referring to the teaching of
sex hygiene. We have heard a lot of truth,
no doubt, of the huge waste of human life
in war. There is no denying tha: fact, and
may lhe time speedily come when the workers
and others concerned will say that war is to
be no more. Let us hope for that time, but
in the meantime we have a paramount duty,
as a IPParliament and as a Government, to
see to it that the young who pass through our
hands are given an opportunity to get away
from that system of ignorance, which has
been in existence since time immemorial.
I make no apology for bringing this subject
before Parliament. The statistics on this
matter are so appalling that the time is
ripe when the Government should do some-
thing in the matter. I am sure the hon.
gentleman in charge of the department will
earn considerable gratitude from ‘he com-
munity at large if he will take steps in the
direction I have suggested, so that it can be
said that Queensland is the first State in
the Commonweal h that has embarked on a
campaign of this rature. I feel sure that
the expenditure involved in such a laudable
undertaking, which would resnlt in great
benefit to those concerned. would be willingly
met by the community at large. I do not
intend to dilate any more on that matter
other than to say that there are other causes
besides war which bring about great loss of
life.

I wish to touch upon one or two little
matters in connection with the policy of
education generally. We have to admit thab
our system of education in Queensland,
gencrally speaking, is all that one could
desire. I have never had any occcasion to
find fault with it, but I do find fault—and
not in a trivial way—with the policy that
has been in operation for a long time past,
both by previous Governments and by the
present Government, where large areas of
land are thrown open for settlement. I had
expericnce of it myself in the Dawson
Valley. People residing in these areas with
their children have had to wait for very
many years for school facilities. In the
Dawson Valley it took me nearly five years,
in some instances, to obtain schools for
settlers in various parts of the districts. I
thanked the Minister at the time, and
have been thankful ever since, for the school
facilities which were provided. This i= the
point I wish to emphasise: Is it not possible,
when the Government embark on gigantic
land settlement schemes, and where ithey
know they are going to get a good number
of settlers, to put up schools on the area
before the settlers go there? If we take the
optimistic forecasts of Ministers into con-
sideration, I think i} is a fair thing to have
the schools built in anticipation of the
families who go there. Many a settler has
come into my electorate, and first of all
inquired about school facilities, and if the
facilities have mnot been there they have
gone away to other districts where school
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facilities were provided. There is nothing
wrong 1in making the suggestion that 1t
would be a wise policy on the part of the
Minister to see that schools are erected in
new arcas that are to be thrown open before
the settlers go on the ground at all.

We have had the hon., member for
Burnett complaining about schools in the
Upper Burnett arca. We were told, when
that scheme went through, that there were
to be schools built in the Upper Burnctt in
anticipation of settlement, but those schools
have mnot materialised, nor have they
materialised in any part of myv electorate.
Take the soldier settlement at Calmorun, in
my district. Those men have been settled s:x
years there, and it was only three months
ago that a school building was provided. I
think it would be a wise policy on the part
of those responsible to see that schools are
provided in anticipation of settlement. It
is not a fair thing to deprive the children
of the settlers of the benefit of cducation
for four or five years. I am not one of thosa
who think you can put up schools where
there are only two or three children. That
15 not feasible, nor is it possible 10 finance
such a scheme. I trust that the RMinister
will see fit to give some expression of
opinion with regard to the suggestions I
have pui forward.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fit:roy): As far as the
general policy of the department lias gone,
it has been satisfactory, with one exception,
that is, in regard to the technical college at
Rockhampton. I think that the State educa-
tional system is a sound system. It has
been well thought out, and up to now it has
been carried out efficiently to the advantage
of the children and in the interests of the
manufacturing and commercial industries of
the State. Our objective alwars was that
the whole system of education should be
entirely State-controlled and State-supported.
The only way in which that can be achicved
is by linking the State primary schools with
the high schools and the technical colleges
and the university, but so far as Rock-
hampton is concerned, there is a very bad
break in the progress from the State schcol
to the university in that the department has
recently decided that pupils studying for
the senior university examination shall no
longer receive tuition at the high school
and technical college in Rockhampton. That
decision has been made on the scorc of
expense, and I want to point out to the
Minister that a very fallacious veason is put
forward for it. At the present time we
endow the grammar schools and secondary
denominational schools where they take
scholarship pupils, and T cannot for tae life
of me see why senior students shouid not be
allowed to continue their studies at tho
technical college and high school in Rock-
hampton. It simply means that, if the
Government are going to sar that on the
score of expense only a few pupils are to be
taught and they are to be sent to a grammar
school or some denominational school, thev
admit that the education of the children of
the State bevond the junior university
standard is impossible under the State
systemn. If they, nevertheless, subsidise and
cepend on grammar schools for cducation to
the senior university standard, they take up
a very fallacious attitude. There is an
examination for students for the senior
university examinations coming forward,
and I hope that before that time a
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rearrangement will be made whereby it will
be possible for them to be educated in the
technical college and high school. It is no
use saying that we have not the staff, because
a great number of our grammar school
teachers were State school teachers and, so-
far as my experience goes, the very best
education that can be given has been and is-
being given by the State scnool teachers. I
do not intend to go any further except to
make it quite clear that I do not approve of
the department’s present method of keeping

down expenditure or with the departure”

from the system of State educaiion which
this system involves. Seeing that we have
scholarships, I cannot see why students for-
the scenior university examination cannot be
taught in our own high school at Rock-
hampton.

With regard to the question of what we
shall teach and what we shall not teach in
our State schools with regard to history and.
war, I believe that, if a man is proud of his
country and if he thinks that it is the best
country in the werld, with the best institu-
tions, and giving the widest and greatest
freedom of any country, it is worth fighting
for if necessary. On that definition, then I

am a militarist. If a man believes in his.

country with its institutions and its blunders
and its mistakes, whether it was to blow
open the door of China for the opium trade
or, as the hon. member for Warrego mis-
takenly said, the assault on little Transvaal
—if any of these things are worth having,.

then they are worth fighting for and worth:

maintaining in the present system of society,

and therefore I make no excuse for saying:

that at the present time I am a jingo.
OpprostTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr, HARTLEY : Now, what are we going

to do? Are we going to teach in school.

histories that war is at times unavoidable

and necessary, or that under all circum-

stances it ust be regarded as a thing of
horror? Any man with any sense knows that
no soldiers welcome war.

OprositioNy MEeMBERS: IHear, hear!

Mr. HARTLEY: No matter what their
training er what their environment has been,
they look with stern seriousness and earnest-

ness for a way to avoid war short of lying-

down and saying to the other fellow, “ Kick
me.”’
Oprosition MexBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. HARTLEY : That is th: only position

that any nation can ever “take up which:

follows on the lines that have been so soundly
laid down by the Labour party and honestly
administered by a Tory Government for a
short period which put Australia in the posi-
tion she was in at the cutbreak of the last

greut disastrous war. We were taught to-

stand by the country we belong to, and if we
go down, we shall go down with it. How is

the Labour movement going to turn round’

now and teach a different doctrine from what
was taught since 1909, when the Fisher Go-

vernment  introduced the Defence  Act:

embodying compulsory training? Since we
undertook in 1914 to take part in a campaign
which justified the wide vision of nationhood
on the part of a Labour Government and our
claim that we not onlvy had an army in
Australia ready to defend Australia. but

because of the far-sighted policy of the-

Labour Government, the Australian coast
and the CQueensland coast wore safe because

we had the battle cruiser  Australia ”’ and’

Mr. Hartley.]
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the cruisers * Sydney” and ¢ Melbourne ”’
to defend them, and these same cruisers safe-
guarded the Pacific Ocean from experiensing
the horrors of war, are we now going to
teach that that pohcv was wroung? It was
with pride that we went forward in the
election of 1915 and claimed that the Fisher
Ministry’s war policy was our policy, and
-are we going to turn vound now and say
in the school boolss that this policy was a bad
policy, and should never have been carried
out? We cannot do it.

OpposITioN MEwBERs: Ilear, hear'!

The SrcRETARY FOr PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Where does the hon. gentleman get those
sentiments ?

Mr. HARTLEY : I want to ask the Minister
how he is going to teach in the school books
that we should not glorify war. You cannot
nelp it. If we mention war at all, we must
mention the deeds that have beon accowm-
plished; we must mention the victories as
well as the defeats. You must say whether
they are right or whether they are wrong.
Since 1914 we have said that we wero right—
that we wanted an Australian army to defend
Australia, and that we wanted an Australian
navy to safegucud our coasts. From the very
:inception and by the very acceptance of that
policy we commenced to build a navy, and
we are to-day training more young men of
the ages of sixteen, seventeen, and cighteen
than we ever trained before. The very
acceptance of that policy goes to show that
we believe that there will be war, and that
we admit there it no getting away from war.
I ask the Minister then, what is the sense of
training, as we bhave trained, 700000 men
‘between the ages of cighteen and thirty-five,
of whom more than 550.000 are not murnod
‘and have never been married—what is the
use of having a policy like that, and then on
the other hand teach the growing generation
that the policy previously adopted was wrong
and something abhorrent, and that the teach-
‘ing of brave deeds is abhorrent?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That 13 not suggested.

Mr. HARTLEY: I am not blaming the
‘hen. gentleman in a personal sense for what
‘he has said. I am blaming the wisdom of
his policy in attempting to create this feel-
ing, especially in this uation amongst all
nations of the world, which is so open to
attack under certain circumstances.

The SecRETARY ror PuUBLIC INsTRUCTION :
Should we not know when we are going to be
attacked ?

Mr., HARTLEY: It does not matter
whether we know or whether we do not; T
want the hon. gentleman to realise that I
view his policy as mischievous interference
with sentiment in attempting to teach that
doctrine new. I admit that it will be a
gloricus thing when we can trust each other
and get down to bedrock to such an extent

as to be able to sax to the men

[2.30 p.m.] in Germany—whom I hold at the

present with very deep contempt
—to the men of Amouca and possibly the
-workers of Japan, “ Ves, we will make no
more guns; we will build no more warships,
and we \VIH build no acroplanes for warlike
purposes.”  When we come to that stage
there will be a wunion of international
brotherhood of the world, We then shall be
able to say that in absolute faith and trust.
‘When we can be assured that there
will be no violntion of that agreement. then,
and not till then, we shall be in a position

[ Uy, Hartley.
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to teach what the hon. gentleman wants to
teach in the school books of Australia. But
until such a time arrives we would be very
foolish to do anything that would tamper
with national sentiment. Australia is part of
the Empire and is under that flag, and we
should stand solidly behind the policy we
are at present pursuing.

OpposiTI0N MEMBERS : Hear,

Mr. Kixe: We shall have
reconstryction of human nature.

Mr. HARTLEY : I am quite sure that at
the outbreak of war in 1814, 200,000 out of
the 329,800 men who went from Australia
had not the faintest intention of engaging
in war when first war broke out, but they
went because they realised as that war pro-
gressed that they must go. It was not
because they belonged to the militaristic
class that they wanted to go to war.
am quite sure that those 200,000 men
had not the faintest idea beforehand of
hurting anyone; but as the war pro-
gressed their own consciences or something
within them told them to go and be trained
to become soldiers and fight in that war,

hear!
o await a

- because they felt within them an irresistible

impulse to defend the principles of right;
and they put their lives and their bodies
between the horrors of Europe and the homes
of Australia. They did not go, as was con-
temptuously said by the hon. member for
Warrego, to be made fodder for cannon.
They did not go because their minds had
been inflamed previously by teachings of
war. They went because the national spirit
had become awakened in their minds. That
sentiment compelled many thousands of men
to go and see as far as possible that not only
the undertaking of Andrew Fisher that Aus-
tralia would be there to the last man was
carried out. but also to avert defeat of the
Empire. War is a natural sequence follow-
ing on the failure of appeal to reason. When
moral force fails, the only method of adjust-
ing or overcoming a dispute is by appealing
to foree.

Mr. Riorpsx: Why not appeal to reason?

Mr. HARTLEY: Would the hon. member
appea] to the reason of a man if he came
into his house and commenced to break up
the furniture? He would not say, * Well,
comrade, I do not think this is right.”
(Opposition laughter.) I would not like to
be the burglar. (Laughter.) There is a
time when no appeal to reason. is possible,
and force only must be used.

Mr. Riorpax: The appeal to reason in
that case would be bv the burglar to me,
but there was no appeal to the reason of the
workers when the war broke out.

Mr. HARTLEY: T say that the hon.
member 1s wrong.

The SECRETARY TOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The burglar started ten years before war
brelke out.

Mr. HARTLEY: A State
which this party came into
teld about eight months after war broke
out, and I and many other hon. members
on this side on that occasion extolled the
far-sighted policy of Andrew Fisher and the
Labour Government in having an Australian
pavv. We extolled his declaration that
Australia was in ihe war to the last man
and to the last shilling. We said the war
would be pursued on that policy. I did
not hear of any candidate repudinsting our
going into the war. T say tlnt the public

election at
power was
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then had the chance to choose. They could
have rejected us then because we were

advocating a warlike policy. After this
lapse of time and after the war is won, it is
1o good saying that we were not consulted
in the progress of that war.

If we are not to have an appeal to force
when the law of moral suasion has failed,
why do we continue our police force to-day?

CrrosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. HARTLEY: Why try this medicine
on the children in the State schools?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You cannot teach an old dog new tricks.

Mr. HARTLEY: I am afraid the hon.
gentleman cannot teach me much on this
subject.

Mr. Kerr: He will not be there very long.

Mr. HARTLEY : I hope the hon. gentle-
man will be there a long time. I hope hon.
members opposite will not think T am
animated by anything of a personal nature
in my remarks. 1 want the Secretary for
Public Instruction and hon. members oppo-
site to understand that I speak out of regard
for the feelings of many who were affected
by the war, and whose feelings may be
deeply hurt by these new views. 1 do not
think there are many homes in Queensland
or Australia that have not lost a son., a
brother, or some other relative. (Fear,
liear )

Mr. Ryan: Cut out the “sob stuft.”

Mr. HARTLEY: I am not going to cut
out the ‘“sob stuff’” because I believe one
cf the big factors in keeping our race
together and making it onc when it has
to face such a ddficult situation as arose
through the recert war is true sentiment.
What is said about this war now must wound
many hearts that have not vet ceased to
grieve for the Joss sustained by them through
the recent war. If it is a good thing to abolish
all war. and the road to abolish it is simply
to ignore any of the effects or possibilities
of war, why should we not to-day, as reason-
able and grown men, set an cxample and
abolish the police force? (Hear, hear!)
That would be a sensible example. What
is the difference between the criminal whe
wants to break inro my house. or who wants
to offend some of my womenfolk, and who
refuses to comply with the law of society and
the law of the land and the ruler or Govern-
ment who precipitate a war and havs their
troops trample through such & country as
Belgium in order to reduce the power of
France? There is no difference.

The SECRETARY FoR PuBnic INSTRUCTION :
There is a big difference.

My, TIARTLEY : I wish the hon. gentle-
man would show me the difference.

The SecRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I will show vou afterwards.

Mre. HARTLEY: It would be just as
sensible to abolish the police force, because,
after all, it is only an army in miniature.
We only use a military army in times of
war, but this miniature army is used at all
times, so that we may compel men to obey

the moral law by the law of force. That
iz why we have nations to-day keeping

armics, because at certain times the only
sentiment that carries any appeal is the
sentiment of force—compelling people {o
submit.

As to who shall edit this history and
who shall print it, I heard the hon. member

[23 SEPTEMBER.]

Supply. 1031

for Warrego make one of the most foolish
mistakes that a man could make when speak-
ing on a public question. The hon. member
spoke of the Boer war as a war of aggres-
sion against a small nation! If ever there
was a nation that had reason to thank
Great Britain, it was the Transvaal nation,
because in 1880 that nation was saved from
extinetion through being overrun by the
Zulu forces: and in 1884 an agreement was
made with England to accept a suzerainty or
a sort of overlordship of the Transvaal
The Transvaal agreed to that suzerainty.
The hon. gentleman would not teach that
in his history. He would teach that that
was a mere act of aggression. So far as my
experience and knowledge go, there was
vothing more justified than the prevention
of the petty system of tyranny that was being
exercised 1n those days by the President of
the Transvaal. I suppose the hon. gentle-
wan would not teach that to the children in
the schools?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INRTRUCTION :
If it had not been for the gold and diamond

mines, there would mot have been any
trouble.
Mr. HARTLEY: It did not matter

whether the gold and diamonds were there
or mnot. If they accepted the capital of
Britishers, as they did, to get that gold
out of the country, surely they were entitled
to give proper conditions and safeguards
for that capital and e¢qual rights to the
people who were using it to get that gold
out—the right to live under decent condi-
tions. That is what they would not do. 1f
a history is to be written for the school
books of that Transvaal war, then they
should put into it that Englishmen were not
allowed to buv their dynamite where they
liked, but had to buy il from those people
who had a monopoly for the sale of dyna-
mite. They did not permit Englishmen to go
into any hotel thes liked. There were certain
hotels set apart for Kaffirs and Englishmen,
and it was only the highly favoured English-
men who could go to the other hotels.
Numerous other injustices might be men-
tioned. Here is a parallel to the sentiment
expressed by the hon. member for Warrego.
as vegard= his remarks on the votes for immi-
grants. The representatives of Kuglishmen
nr Australians—Uitlanders—ecould not get a
vete, no matter how long they had been in
the counttry or what work thsy were doing
there. It was for these things that the
war was fought. Would it be well to put
this in: that Com Paul Kruger, the Presi-
dent of the Transvaal, was so determined
that a Dutch population should grow up to
develop the Transvaal that he encouraged
a system of daughters having children by
their fathers. It was thesc things that led
to the Transvaa!l war. 1f the history of the
Transvaal war is going to be taught. then
I hope it will have a different editor and
a_different censor to the hon. member for
Warrego. We scem to have forgotten the
horrors mentioned in the report of Lord
Bryce’s Commission on the atrocities in
Belgium. It is all very well to talk about
the horrors of war and the cruelties of the
soldiers here and there. The thing that is
forgotten is that in {ime of war non-
combatarts generally suffer most, and the
pecple of the defeated nations suffer most
of all.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Fkon.
member has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr, Hartley.)
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Mr. HARTLEY: Have I exhausted my
whole twenty-five minutes?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Mr. HARTLEY: I am sorry that I did
rnot hear the bell go. .

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): I would like to
congratulate the hon. member for Fitzroy
on the sentiments he has expressed. (liear,
hear !} It was a treat to listen to the hon.
member after all the humbug we had to put
up with during the course of the morning.
I quite agree with the hon. member. His
specch  was  In accord with the best
sentiments expressed in the world to-
day. I agree with it. Even 1if a
man 1is courageous, if he is not taught
what he has got to fight for and is nct
taught how to use arms, it is no good pitting
him against an aggressive nation that has
been trained to fight. We know that it would
be murder in a case like that. It is all
humbug to talk this nonsense about cutting
out from the school books anything about
war under present world conditions. We
have only to loock at what is happening in
the world—to see what Russia is doing. The
Bolshevik Government in Russia are endea-
vouring to bring into subjection by military
force all who are oppcsed to them, and to
make them submit to them in everything
because they think it is right. It is a war
of aggression, and the weaker party has to
submit. Murder, aggression, and victimisa-
tion are going on in the very country which
is hailed by hon. members opposite as an
example to follow.

My, Corrins: The Crzar did nothing for
the people.

_Mr. MOORE: We have worse things prac-

tised by the régime which put the Czar out

of the way because they considered he was

tvrannising over the people, but the present

régime are practising worse tyranny to-day.
Mr. CoLLINs: Quote your authorities.

Mr. MOORE: He who runs may read.
You have only to read the descriptions in the
papers to-day and to read Mrs. Philip
Snowden’s account to see that.

Mr. Corrins: You get garbled cable
accounts. -

Mr. MOORE: You have only to read the
account of Mrs, Philip Snowden, the wife of
the Chancellor of the Exchequer in England,
to find ont the conditions which are obtain-
ing in Russia. I strongly object to the
cheap sneers which are thrown at the leaders
of the naticn in saying that they drew the
people into war, and that, if they them-
selves had to go and fight. they would not
have started the war. Has any evidence
ever been given that these men who accepted
the responsibility for the people were not
actuated bv ‘he best motives? They wero
put there bv the votes of the peonle. What
right has anvone to sav that., if thev had to
ficht. they weuld not have caused the war?
We know tha* these men were prepared to
accept the reeponsibility of their position. I
think that the respansibility which thev took
was far greater than the responsibilitv of
taking their place in the ranks of the army.
Thev accented the responsibilitve in  all
humilitv and did what they considered was
best. S fter all the people had a sav about
Australia going into the war. The Govern-
ment were electrd bv the people. What is
the grnd of caying that the war was caused
threueh  back-dnor  diplomacy and  secret

1 M Hartley
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agreements? The Cabinet took the full
respounsibility for their actions, and the

people were prepared to stand behind them.

Mr. CoLtINS: What effort did the Czar
cver make to benefit the pcople?

Mr. MOORE: We are talking about Awns-
tralia. We are talking about what is ncces-
sarv to avoid mawkish sentiment in the school
hooks to-day, or whether we should train up
the children to leave war to the privileged
few. Wo are talking about whether it is
right for the Minister, who happens to be
in power for a few months—a neophyte in
educational matters—to put ideas into the
children’s heads which will be detrimental
to Australia. I quite understand that the
Minister just happens to be in the Cabinet.
in my opinion it would be far better for him
1o be in a position he has some claim to—that
is the position of Attorney-General. We
would not then have ths spectacle of a Minis-
ter of the Crown defending prisoners in court.
If the Minister was Attorney General, he
would be in the place where he ought to be,
instead of putting experimental regulations
on the statute-book. As Secretary for Public
Instruction he is quite out of place. I think
he is going to be a danger to the children
and to the State. We have to recognise the
position in the world to-day. I do not want
to see individuals interfering with articles
in the school papers. Those articles hava
heen successful in their effect, and the depart-
ment has been conducted on sound lines. The
childr'n have becn brought up to be good
men and women and to take up the responsi-
hilities of citizenship when called upon to do
s0. But now all that is to be altered merely at
the whim of the Minister. That is absolutely
wrong. Wa are told that he is golug to write
articles on industrial heroes and tell the truth.
What is going to be the truth in these
matters? Is it not going to be the truth as
one individual sees it? It is not going to be
the truth as proved by history and experi-
cnce, but the truth as one individual likes
to think it is, as seen through a pair of spec-
tacles made to suit his own eyes. I would like
to quote a little from the ‘“ Teach~rs’ Union
Journal > of 18th August, which gives a
warning of what we may expect to find in
the school papers, under the heading of
“ Pirates !”—

““Aren’t we all’—and are we very
much better off in the present days? Do
not the strong still prey upon the weak?
Of course, it is not now those who are
physically strong, but those who ars strong
in cunning. They do not break the laws,
they make them. That is a much surer
and safer way for the few knowirg ones
to prey upon the many simnle timorous
oves. Though there arc many authentic
accounts of gallant. and. ocessionally.
successful resistance to these robbers of
the sea. peaccable merchantmen going
about their lawful busivess weve usually
at the merey of the pirates

“Tn our last issne we refrrred to the
infliction upon teachers of thr *Em-
hargo’, the ‘5 per cent. reduction’, ete.
The recent removal of the enbargo has
been hailed with joy by manv. But we

would advise those to moderate their
tranenorte; The Salarics Act of 1922 has
not been repealed, and we have no

promise that it will be. While that stands
in the wav, any relief we mirht get from
the Arbitration Court will still be subject
to the limitations of that Act. Those who
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make the laws ever have us al their
mercy, and we are powerless to resist
them, however much we may resent the
injustice.

“We would not, of course, call them
pirates. Oh, no; rather in the language
of Mark Antony, we would assure you,
¢ So are they all, all honourable men.” ”

That is the sort of thing that would be put
in the school papers—not the truth from their
point of view, but the truth from the Minis-
ter’s point of view.

Mr. F. A. CoorEr: Tripe'!

Mr. MOORE: The truth as the Minister
wants to put it in, which, as the hon. member
for Bremer says, is just tripe.

Mr. F. A. CooPEr: First-class tripe, un-
cleaned and unwashed.
Mr. MOORE: We are likely to got the

same sort of stuff in the school papers,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Wait and see.

Mr. MOORE: I do not want to wait and
see, I want to stop it before 1t goes in.
I do not want the children to be taught in
that way, but in the way they have been
taught during the past few yvears or during
the time the department has been in exist-
cnce, because we know that that teaching
has been effective. We kunow that children
taught in that way were able to take up the
highest dutics of citizenship when it was
necessary. There is no use in pretending that
they were misled. They were not. If Aus-
tralia is worth having, it is worth defending.

The SECRETARY FOR Pusric INSTRUCTION :
Who said it was not worth defending?

Mre. MOORE : We know that they are g01n<r
to edit the school books and put in a lot of
nonsense making out that every war is a
capitalistic war and a war of aggression, and
that the children should not be taught to
countenance it.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC
That is what you are saying.

Mr. MOORE: That is what hon, members
behind the Minister have been saying all the
morning.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Members on your side.

Mr. MOORE: No. Those are the senti-
ments which have been cxpressed far and
wide, and I say that that system is wrong
and T wanb to see the present curriculum
adhered to, and the present system—which
was established by educationist: who had
the welfare of students at heart and experi-
ence in the writing of articles and in training
them in the best way—maintained. I do not
want to see the children experimented upon
merely at the whim of the Minister because
he happens to be in his present position for
a few monthz arnd therefore able to dictate
as to what they shall be taught. If the
system is going to be changed now, and it
is gowgz to be changed in a few months’ time,
it s gomg to mas Le for disorganisation. It
is a question of the Minister taking upon
himself the editing of the school books and
saying what shall be put in them and what
shall be cut out, so that an agreeable brand
of history may be put before the children—a
brand to suit his ideas and not to suit the
truth.

I want to make one or two remarks with
regard to the State school vote. I

INSTRUCTION :

I see that
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the vote for  Agricultural Education, Rural
and \ocanonal ‘Schools,” has been reduced
from £11,000 to £6,500. On that point the
roport of the department has this to say—

“In addition to the rural schools, and
apart from technical colloges vocational
instruction has been given at Dalby and

Chinchilla;  Emerald, Clermont, and
Blair Athol; Charleville, Morven, and
Mitchell ; Tongreach, Aramac, and Bar-

caldine. In all these centres domestic
science has been undertaken, and in Char-
leville, Bmerald, and Longre'lch m:tluc-
tion in w oodwork has also been given.’

There ara numbers of other places in
which vocational classes have been given.
I have in mind Oakey, Pittsworth, Crow’s
Nest, Geham, and Haden. I understand
that there are many more. To-dav the
vote is cut down from £11,000 to £6,500,
and no mention is made of a number of
places in which classes are already being
given. 1 would like to know from the
Minister whether it is the intention to cut
cut & number of classes that are now being
held.  In many of those places it was only
the enthusiasm and the public-spiritedness of
the parents that enabled those children to be
taught. They put up their own buildings
aund contributed towards the cost of equip-
ment, and it is only right that the» should
be allowed to continue, and, if “possible.
extend their operations, I would like to
deal with the attitude taken up by the
Queensland Teachers’ Union in not allowing
the schools to exhibit school work at the
various shows, To my mind that is unwar-
rantable interference, and the Minister has
no right to allow dictation from an organisa-
tion such as that to override the policy of
the department.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Did the hon. gentleman read the Governor’s
speech the other day in connection with
school exercises?

Mr. MOORE: | was at the dinner, and
heard the speech. I am not talking so much
about school exercises. I am dealing with
the question of noi allowing the children to
exhibit work at the various shows. I would
particularly stress the case of vocational
classes at Geham. Those classes carried out
such magnificent work and the people were
50 nleascd with the work and with what had
been taught that they were encouraged to
do more con those lines, and a good deal
of money was collected in the different dis-
tricts. Rooms were constructed in which
ciasses could be held, and the children were
encouraged, and there was created a spivit
of enthusiasm among them which induced
many others to ]om the schonl. I was at
the opening of the Crow’s Nest show the
cther dav, and I asked why the work of the
vocational classes was not being exhibited.
and I was informed that the eacher did
not like to exhibit the work because he had
been notified that it was unprofessional con-
duct to allow the children to exhibit their
work at the show.

Mr. Farrern: Hear, hear!

Mr. MOORE: ZEvidently the hon. gentle-
man agrees with that. I think it is only
right to encourage the children to compete
so that it can be seen what can be done by
them. There is no objection to children
being allowed to show their work. yet we
find that the exhibits at the various shows
are bemng graduaily cut out. Why? Not

Mr. Mogre.]
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hecause the Minister objects, but because
the Quecenslard Teachers’ Union says that
it is unprofessional conduct to allow the
children to exhibit their work.

My, FARRELL: Hear, hear!

Mr, MOORE: Why then, is it not unpro-
fessional conduct on the part of a man who
exhibits a prize cow?

Mr. Farrein: It is not the samc as the
case of a fat pig or a prize pumpkin,

Mr., MOORE : The principle is the same.
The classes are there for cducational pur-
roses, so let it be shown what can be done.
If you are going to debar one section of
the community from showing their work
because it is considered unprofessional con-
duct to do so, why have any shows at all?
1; is only the same principle carrvied right
through to its logical conclusion.

[3 p.m.]
My, Farment: It is not.

Mr. MOORE: In my opinion it is. The
spirit of competition enables children to
see what children from other districts can
do, especially in regard to the vocational
classes. It is absolutely wrong for the
Teachers’ Union practically to issue an order
that if a teacher allows a child to exhibit,
he stands a risk of being kicked out of the
union and losing his job. We all know in
these days of preference to unionists what
that means. The union has no right to
dictate to the teachers in that manner. It
is for the Minister or the Cabinet to decide
what is professional or unprofessional con-
duct, and the union should not be allowed to
interfere in that regard. Such interfevence
is to the disadvantage of the children of the
State.

The SECRETARY IOR PUBLIC INZTRUCTION :
You disagree with Professor Adams, who
does not agree with cramping the child,

Mr. MOORE: I am ounly pointing out
that in the length and breadth of Queens-
land there is competition in every ome of
the shows. There is competition even in
education.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC IN:IRUCTION :
The shows are an cducation.

Mr. MOORE: Then why debar the
children from competing?
The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

Belca,use the cxperts say that it is undesir-
able.

Mr. MOORE: The children are not
allowed to compete because of the petty
jealousies that would be crcated between
teachers. If one head master showed his
children’s work to better advantage than
another, he might be hauled over the coals.
Therc is a certain amount of vindictiveness
in that policy. We have another example of
that spirit contained in a resolution passed
at the last conference of teachers., It is to
be found on page 5 of the journal, and
reads—

““That the department be asked not
to give the percentage results of the
scholarships for the high school entrance
examination.”

That is another little straw showing which
way the wind blows. That is merely another
attempt to level down the children to make
it appear that every child is on the same
level. Outside dictation and interference

[Mr. Moore.
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with the Department of Public Instruction
wants to be cut out, and the Minister should
set his foot down firmly and say that he
will give directions to the teachers as to
what 1s or is not to be done. This is a very
serious question, which affects the welfare
of the children, The Government should
not sit down supinely and allow public
servants to be dictated to as to what they
shall or shall not do.

Mr. Corpixs: But you want to
to Russia as to what she shall do.

Mr. MOORE: I do not, neither do I want
io be put in the position of having to lie
down at the dictation of any other nation.

Oprosrrion MemBERs: Hear, hear!

Mr. MOORE: I want to be in the posi-
tion of being ready when we are attacked.

Mr. Corrins: Tell me what sacrifice you
made during the war?

My, Corser: He had his son over there.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! Order!

Mr. MOCRE: I am not making this a
personal matter between the hon. member
for Bowen and myself, but what I am
cndeavouring to point out is that, if this
country has something to protect, and if it
is worth protecting, then it is worth teach-
ing the children what they have to protect.

Mr. CorLins: You would be the last man
to protect the country a scrap.

Mr. MOORE: That is the same sort of
irresponsible statement we have been listen-
ing to during the debate. Hon. members
opposite  have been making groundless
charges which they have no possibility of
proving. We have heard the statement made
that, if those who accepted the enormous
responsibility of declaring war had to fight.
there would be no war, There is no proof
of that. Any man who accepted such a
responsibility would be perfectly prepared
to accept his share of the responsibility of
proteeting what he believed to be right. It
1s merely cndcavouring to cloud the issue
and to throw mud at people who have no
means of protecting themselves. When hon.
members opposite make statements like that,
they have absolutely no means of proving
their case. We konow that Ministers of the
Crown toock every responsibility and did
everything they could to protect the wel-
fare of the nation. It is wrong for hon.
members opposite to be getting up to-day
and throwing mud at those Ministers because
they accepted the responsibility and did the
bhest they could for the nation. It is a
dcliberate wrong to teach our children that
these men failed in their duty to the nation.

The SrerETiRY FOR Prriic INSTRUCTION :
That is a deliberate misstatement, and you
krow it.

Ay, MOORE : The hon, gentleman seeks to
control the writing of articles for our school
books 1o suit his own point of view. The
hon. gentleman sceks to garble the truth—
net necessarily arising from his own mind,
but from what the hon. gentleman’s idea of
tha truth is. We know that different people
have differént poin's of view. We have had
the hon. memb»r for Fitzroy pointing out
the wrong and futile statcments of the hon.
membor for Warrego, and saying that the
hon. member did not know what he was
taiking about, saying tha‘, if the hon. mem-
ber had to write articles for our school books,
they would be wrong and untrue. I want

dictate
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4o see articles in our school books that will
allow our children to look at both sides of
the question.

Mr. Beprorp: The hon. member might
write an article on how Mr. Fowles prattled
about rabbits, or “ How to bribe the Secre-
tary for Mines to buy a coal mine.”

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member has the
advantage of me.

Mr. Beprorp: I have, in every way.

Mr. MOORE: I have had no information
about bribing the Secretary for Mines to
buy a coal mine. It is probably another
skeleton in the cupboard.

Mr BeprorD: That is what Mr. Fowles
«did, and he was charged on the floor of the
Legislative Council by the Secretary for
Mines himself.

Mr. Vowrrs: What has that to do with
‘the question of war?
Mr. MOORE: I do not know what that

has to do with the question of cducation or
with what articles should appear in our
school books, and who shall write and edit
them. T want to see articles written by
people who look at both sides of the case—
people who look at the truth and would put
i our school books what is right for our
«children. I want to see matter included in
our school books that will encourage our
children. to become useful citizens and to see
both sides of the case. T do not want to see
articles that will merely prejudice the minds
of our children, and probably prevent them
from growing up in the way they should
grow and becoming good and useful citizens.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg): 1 am not at
all concerned as to whether I may be called
an optimist, a pacifist, or anything else, but
I ask the present Secretary for Publie In-
struction to stand firmly by the attitude he
has taken up. T submit that no hon. member
on the other side of the Chamber has got any-
thing on your humble servant, Mr. Poliock,
as regards work performed during the war
period. I think hon. members opposite
should be very thankful to ihe Secretary
for Public Instruction for giving them an
opportunity once more to show what T would
«call their ravenous desire to prove that they
are the only friends of the members of the
A.IF. That is what it amounts to.

Mr. Moreax: Not at all. We know what
;‘;)fu did, and we are quite satisfied to let you
<ff.

Mr. BARBER: I am not going to be
drawn off like that. Hon. members opposite
kave lived on this game long enough. They
have played it for all it is worth, and it
iz about played out. They should not pull
their own legs any longer, nor should they
attempt to pull the legs of the boys who
went to the war. The present Secretary for
Public Irstruction has to accept the full
responsibility for the statement which he
made some time ago, and, if I know any-
thing about the Lon. gentleman. he is quite
prepared to do that. He has placed himself
in a position exactly similar to that of the
Labour Minister for FEducation in Victoria,
Mr. Lemmon. The great danger, as T see it,
that confronts hoth Mr. Brennan, the
Queensland Secretary for Public Instruction,
and Mr. Lemmon, of Vietoria, is that.these
two men have made knowu what their
intentions are if they are left in charge of
the department. Tt is not what these men
kave said. The trouble is owing to the
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treacherous, contemptible insinuations and

innuendoes, and vile DIress propaganda
that has been carried on against both of
these men. Practicaly every statement

that they have made has been distorted by
the Tory Press. What has happened in Vie-
toria? Immediately Mr. Lemmon made a
clear statement in Parliament of what he
actually intended when he made the state-
ment complained of, he was at once accused
by the Melbourne “ Age” and other journals
of having climbed down. Immediately the
Secretary for Public Instruction in Queens
land makes a clear and definite statement
of what he intended to do the Tory Press of
Brisbane and most hon. members opposite
consider that the hon. gentleman has got
the wind up, and that he is going to climb
down. If 1 understand the attitude of the
Secretary for Pullic Instruction, he has no
intention in the future of preventing
training for defence purposes amongst
the school boys at a reasonable age,
because he has sufficient common sense
to know that it is very necessary. I hold
that opinion too. Much as I abhor war, I
think it is necessary that we should have
some system of dcfence training here. Any-
one who is familiar with defence work at
all—I have had nineteen years and seven
months in the naval branch of the service—
and attended at the training camps during
the early period of the war could tell at
once that, although the young fellows had
not done any drill for six months or for
from two or three years, they were half-
trained men, and immediately the orders
were issued to them those men fell into line
and were soon up to the proper standard.
Too much capital has been made out of
this business altogother. We have the same
result from ihe conservative Press propa-
ganda and from hon. members opposite, who
work themselves up into a white passion, as
happened about the alleged insult to °‘ the
dear old flag’” during the war period. They
became obsessed with the idea that members
of this party and supporters of the move-
ment with which we are connected were dis-
loyal because we did not see eye to eye
with them and did not do what they thought
we should do. They tore their hair—what
little they had—in telling the people that

we were disloyal. I remember suffering
the infliction some year or two ago of
listening to the hon. member for Too-
wong, who was addressing a meeting

at a picture show. He was shouting himself
hoarse. Fvery second word was about the
“ red flag,” as against the * dear old flag of
England.” Certainly there was not a very
large audience there. The bald-pate brigade
were jammed in the front scats. like vou find
them at a high-kicking vaudeville show.

Mr. Fry: Where were you?

Mr. BARBER: I was right at the back.
(Laughter.) Tt seems to me that the declara-
tion of the Llinister has been well thought
out. 1If my opinion was asked. I should be
quite prepared to elimina‘e from the State
school books cvery referevce to war. I hold
that you can do that with advantage, and
that our young people would not bhe any
worse off. 'This question of developing a lot
of red-hot young jingoes is largely a matter
of environment. While our poets have
their war songs. our youngsters can learn
with more benefit the sentiments for which
we in Australia stand. I doubt whether
anyone will agree with me on that matter,

Mr. Barber.]
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but that is my opinion. The question that a
lot of people are asking to-day—and it was
only a small number, comparatively speak-
ing, who were asking 1t at the end of the war
period—is why there should ke war at all.
I am reminded of the poem we learned
as school children about the battle of Blen-
heim. The poem runs something like this—

“It was a summer’s evening,
0Old Kaspar’s work was done,
And he before his cottage door
Was sitting in the sun.”

The old chap was telling a couple of young-
sters about what a tremendous victory they
had had at Blenheim. but when one of the
shrewd kids asked what it was all about, the
old man said— :
“ ¢ Why that I cannot tell’ said he,
‘But ’twas a famous victory.””’

Hundreds and thousands of people, if they
had been asked what the last great war was
about, would not have beon able to tell. We
all have our own ideas on this subject, but
none of us seem to know. One of the worst
features of our teaching in our schools is
that the British race to which we are proud
to belong is superior to all other nations.
Probably we have good recason to belicve
that. My pater died in the undefiled faith
that a Britisher, fortified with threc pints of
three X VYarmouth zle and four tots of
Jamaica rum, is equal to any four men of
other nationalities. I want to »ay that I am
satisfied that 95 per cent. of the young men
who left Australia for the great war did not
come back with that idea. They appreciated
the fact that there were good men in other
nations of the world as well as in Australia.
That seemed to me to be one of the worst
features of that kind of teaching, that it
imbued our young people with the idea that
they were a sort of superman. We can hold
our own, and there are others who can do
likewise. After all, we have as much to give
away in these matters as they. I have said
in this Chamber before, I have said it out-
side, and I say it here to-day, that as a
land pirate in different parts of the world
you cannot beat the Britisher. He has a
good idea of what is what—and, by the way,
he has a pretty good idea of the perpetual
lease system, because he has held on to a big
portion of the world ever since he got it. It
is true that we, as Britishers, have got a good
portion of the world, but what T have to ask
1s this: If the other fellow had got in earlier
and grabbed it, what would we have done?
Would we have heen as well off as we are?
Would the world have been any better off 7 I
do not think we would. Consequently John
Bull has sometimes come out all right. I say
that. if we teach our boys what is contained
in British song and storv. the boys who are
descendants of the British race will alwavs
remember the sentiments incorporated in
them. The bovs, whether thev be in Great
Britain or in Australia. will alwavs remem-
ber the sentiment contained in * The Battle

of Blenheim” and ‘“The Battle of the
Baltic’—he will be reminded by a few
Iines of our great mnaval herocs. But
there are other thines. too. Then there
is the story of ¢ General Wolfe”—he
is remembered in song. He will be

reminded by Tennyson

‘“Not once or twice in this our island
story,
The nath of duty’s been the path of
glory.”

[Mr. Barber.
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All these things, in my opinion, go to build
up in the minds of our young people am
idea of what is right and wrong. He will be
reminded in the poem by Alfred Newbolt,

entitled ¢ Drake’s Drum ”—
 Take my drum to England; hang it by

the shore,

Strike it when your powder’s running

dry,

And if the Dons sight Devon,

I'll quit the port o’ Heaven,

And drum them up the Channel as we
drummed them long ago.”

That is the kind of sentiment contained in
British song and story, and that, in my
opinion, would have a far better effect on
the minds of our young people than so much
blood-curdling and blood-thirsty detail as
they may read in respect of some of our
wars. I have forgotten a good deal of his-
tory as taught us at school, but I remember
one of the striking remarks of ““ Qucen Bess”
—just a few lines—when it was reported to
her that the Spaniards were about to invade
England with their Armada—

“T know I have the body of a weak
and feeble woman, but I have the heart
of a king, and a king of England, too,
and scorn that foul Parma or Spain
should dare to invade the borders
of my realm.”

That is the kind of thing that is being lived
up to, in my opinion, among our young
people, and T am glad that it is.

Another thing that strikes me on this gues-
tion is this: People abuse the Lahour party
and talk about ‘‘the flag.” They tock
advantage in a way that I consider they
should not have done. We are acquainted
with the old nsutical song—

¢ Britains never, never, never shall be
slaves,”
but to us who have gone through the indus-
trial turmoil and social, economical, and poli-
tical hardships, as millions of people have
don~ in the old country, it I1s nonsense. We
do not believe it. I do not, at any rate.
The flag for which that stands, and on which
is the cross of St. George, has nothing at all
to do with a lot of things that anti-Labour
people claim it has. Just a line or two on
that—
“ Q:t every stitch of canvas
To view the freshening wind,
Our kowsprit points to Cuba,
The coast lies far behind,
Then run aloft St. George’s Cross,
And boldly let it wave,
For underneath the British flag
There never treads a slave.”
That song was specially compesed during the
campaign for abolition of the s'ave trade,
and has been used and distorted by the
capitalistic s~ction of British socicty all over
the world. To sav there are no slvos what-
ever in the British irdustrial world is all
moonshine and humbug. I sm ashed what
T think of our present method of school teach-
ing or the teaching of our chiliiren. You
cannot put a lot of this stoff over voung
Australians. Thov laurh at it.  Svne vears
ago. when I tried to put it over srme of the
younger ones at home, I found T had struck
a “dud.” They would say, * Come off,
dad.”” They did not want to hear 5t. Vou
cannot put over the Australian-born that
which vou could put over the bovs and girls
in Eurcpe or the old countries of th» world.
If you want to teach them anything here,
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they want to know all about it. They question
you. Years ago, when I had to give instruc-
tion in seamanship and many other things,
it would not be long before I would havo
fifty hands up x\zmtmg to know what 1t all
meant. As kids in the old country we were
‘told certain things, and we had to sit there

and swallow them. A kind of “ open your
meuth, and &hut your eyes, and see what God
will sond you.” You will not find that spirit
in the Au&tlahan-born it will not work. If
you are giving instruction on the manufac-
ture of black gunpowder and brown gunpow-
der, and you stated that it required a certain
percentage more of charcoal, saltpetre, and
sulphur for one than for the other they would
want to know why such was the case. You
cannot put this war stuff over our young

Australian-born pcople the same as you
can with the children from older coun-
tries, consequently it is largely a ques-
tion of envirenment. If I had the
right to compile some of the school

lessons, I would endeavour to give the young-
sters what I considered a fair go. Give them
the truth. The lessons are all too serious.
I would give them a touch of humour with

them. I would have thom read something
along the lines I was compelled to read at
school, such as “ Battles on land and sea.”

I read the book over and over again. I read
the account of Private O’Sullivan, who made
history at the battle of bebbtgpo‘ One
cold night when the army were camped near
the hmghts of Alma, aud the enemy were
practically starved out, Private O’Sullivan—
he was only a little Cth*WCHt cut amongst
the Russians and brought in scventcen men,
all of whom were twice as big as himsalf. Hé
ashered them into the guard room. There
was a regimental parade in the
13.20 p.m.] morning, and the colonel called
out Private O'Sullivan to promote
him. The commanding officer sald, “ O’Sulli-
van. before T promote vou, tell me how vou
managed to capture these men, all of whom
are  bigger than  yourself?” O’Sullivan
saluted  and  replied, “Please sir, I sur-
rounded them.”  (Leughter.) The state-
ment that one man could surround
seventeen  other men, all of them larger
than himself, would appeal to the chil-
«dren.  Another story which might be
included in our Australian school books
occurred at the battle of Quatre Bras. The
Flench army was in retreat, and the Iigh-
larders were pursuing them. An officer
sword in hand, was at the head of the Ihgh

landers. A poor wounded Freach officer was
met on the road, and he ericd out, ¢ Quarter,
quarter.”” The officer said, ‘“ Toot. toot, mon,

1 have nac time to stop and quarter you the
noo; I’ll just split you doon the middle for
the time being.” (Laughter.) T am quile
surz that all the bors would sec the humour
of such storiss. I could go on reciting such
humorous incidents. Thwt is the kind of
thing that should be worked in with the very
heavy reading matter about war that is put
into school books. As hon. members have
said, if an attempt is going to he made to
import war history with all its sordid detallv
into the teachings of our young people, the
whole truth should be told coneorning it.
They shoiid be told, too—and I hope that
if the Minister remains in his present posi-
tion for anv length of time. he will do so—
matters that will start inquiry in the minds
of the youngsters as to what the people were
fighting about.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Hear, hear!
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Mr. BARBER: During the late war I saw
a very finc picture in one of the London
illustratd papers. Side by side on the battle-
field, after one of the battles in the early
part of the war, lay typical British and
Prussian soldiers. They were sorely wounded
and dying. The British soldier passed over
his waterbottle to the enemy. As their eyes
met their was a look in the eves of the
Prussian soldier which scemed to be asking
the question, ** What are we fighting for?”
Let us cut all this glorification of war out of
the lesson books altog=ther. If such articles
as I have suggested replaced them, it would
do the children more good and encourage
and stimulate them to fight if required in
the hour of Australia’s neod.

Mr. MAXWELI, (Zoowong): 'The hon.
gentleman who has just resumed his seat
said that, if he were entrusted with com-
piling hlstIV for boys and girls of Queens-
land, he would do so in order “that they might
ask themselves the question—** What are we
fighting for?”

GOVERXMENT MEMBERS :

Mr. MAXWELL:

Hear, hear!

The reason for the late
great war is common property. It was fought
simply because a militaristic, bombastic
emperor tried his very best to run riot over
innocent people. He tore up a serap of paper,
and having done that, he triad to overrun
France. What was the result? It is well
known that Great Britain, being an ally of
France, came and lent a hand.

LIr. CoLniNs: It

Mr. MAXWELL: I cannot understand the
attitnde of some hon. members opposite, un-
less it is that they have read and sympathise
with a document which has been cireulated
throughout the length and breadth of the
British Dominions by the Germans for propa-

ganda purposes. If is called—

“ The Unrepentant Northcliffe.
“ A Reply to the London ‘ Times’
of 19th October, 1920.
“ by
“ The Umopcntdnt Hun,
Ferdinand Hausen,
“of New York.”

This is a sample of German literature and
propagﬁnda that is being sent out in goods
received by Brisbane merchants from Ger-
many. This is the class of matter which is
sent out—

“I should require the pen of a
Macaulay or a Tols stoy were I to write
adequately of the crimes which England
has committed, not only against her
former enemy, but against humanity at
large—crimes so appalling and so cold-
bleoded that it seems more like insanity
than hypoerisy that England should dare
cven to breathe a word against the
actions of Germany in war or level one
accusation against the Bosheviki.”

It is that class of rubbish that some hon.
members opposite, at any rate, have been
reading, and with which they are trying to
permeate the minds of hon. members on this
side of the Chamber., There are hon. mem-
bers opposite who were prepared when the
war was at its height to furl themselves in
the flag that they deny the children the
1‘1ghf to salute. They were not game to
stand by that flag, and some ran away o
Perth,

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
Mr, Mazwell.]

was a commercial war.
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Mr. MAXWELL: I am connecting this
with the vote. The Secretary for Public
Instruction has stated that nothing apper-
talning to war must appear in the history
book of our State. I am going to point
out that it is necessary. Is the hon. gentle-
man prepared to put into the school books
the details of the conference held in Perth
at a time when Field-Marshal Haig said,
“ We have got our backs to the wall”?
That meant nothing to those men; they did
not mind. They sang ‘“The Red Flag,”
which the hon. member for Bundaberg
talked about. They said, ‘“ Make the best
bargain you can,” meaning with the Prus-
sian monster.

Who i1s going to write this history?

The , SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCHON :
Not you, I hope. You would be too
jingoistic.

Mr. MAXWELL: Is it going to be the
hon. gentleman, or is it going to be left to
his departmental officers? 1 have the
greatest faith in the officers of the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction. How is the
history of a nation going to be written it
we arc not to write about wars and the
deeds that our men performed, which enable
us to live and to retain our liberty? I am
not a believer in war.

Mr. Coruixs: The hon. member will keep
2 long, long way from it.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member for
Bowen will kcep a good distance from it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the
hon. gentleman to confine himself to the
vote,

Mr. MAXWELL: Again, we have heard
that the class of history that should be
taught is the history of DPeter Lalor in con-
nection with the Kureka Stockade. I have
nothing to say about that. Some of his
admirers placed a statue of Pcter Lalor in

Sturt street, Ballarat, and later * Red
Raggers ”’ tried to blow it up. One day
they were prepared to bow down and

worship him, and the next day they did
not belicve in him at all. I desire to know
whether the Secretary for Public Instruec-
tion has made up his mind when to intro-
duce this subject that he advocates. 1 do
not believe in it, but I think the sooner the
hon. gentleman starts the better it will be
for the people outside. ‘They will then know
what they have to put up with.

The SECRETARY
Hear, hear!

Mr. MAXWELL: They will know what
sort of Secretary for TPublic Instruction
and Government they have.

The SECRETARY For Purpric INSTRUCTION :
They will know what sort of ““ dopc” you
give them.

Mr, MAXWELL: They will know the
apti-Englanders by their speeches to-day.
(Government dissent.) It is reprehensible to
hear the speeches that have been made by
hon. members who have sworn loyalty to the
King. Those hon, members have made
speeches which are reprehensible and dero-
gatory to the welfare of the King and his
dominions.

Mr, HyNes: You did something disloyal
when you assisted that delegation to go
home and damage the credit of the State.

[ Marwell.
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My. MAXWELL: I did not do that. nor
did I call out the police te shoct down the
people of Townsville.

The CHAIRMAN: I will tell the hon.
member what he is not doing. He is not
dealing with the vote.

My, MAXWELL: The hon. member for
Kelvin Grove quoted something from the
¢ Third Century Reader’” that he attributed
to a former Government, and I just want
to point out that the author in writing that
soem  showed first what was the amusing
side of war and then he showed the scrious-
ness of it. In this verse he shows its serious-
ness—

“ Johnny, my son,
War isn’t fun,
"Tis a terrible thing
When ones it’s begun;
Famine and woe,
For high ond low,
And a great deal more
Than drumming, you know.”

So you see there was no misleading on the
part of the Government that circulated that
poem. We want to know if the Minister is
going to prevent any refercnce in the school
papers  which ave circulated throughout
Queensland and all over Australia to the
deeds of the Anzacs and the members of the
ALF.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION -
And the War Service Homes scandals, too.

My, MAXWELL: I would not trust the
Minister to write a history of the deeds of
the Anzacs, but I would trust his officers.
I« he going to put this in his school papers?®

“ They shall not grow old, as we who are
left grow old,
Age shall not weary them, nor the years
condemn,
At the going down of the sun, and in the
morning,
We shall remember them.”

1le does not want to remember them, and
there ave members on the other side who do
not want to remember them. They do not
believe in memorials. Some of them have
told me so. They have asked, *“ Why don’t
vou abandon all these memorials? Why don’t
vou build hospitals instead of putting up
memorials 77 These memorials are built as
an example to the rising generation of the
sacrifices these men have made in order that
this country of ours shall be fit for men
to live in, and fit for a Minister such as
the hon gentleman opposite and others who
express themselves in the way they have
done to attempt by regulation to deal with
in the school papers. Here is another little
poem that I would like to have inserted in
the school books while the hon. gentleman is
about it—
‘“ And let us remember the sons of the
nation who gave their lives that right
and not might shall prevail.”

For—
“ The long, long road which all must
tread
Far down its tortuous windings to the
end,
Will boast of none more valiant than
vou——

The honoured dead.””
The only way for that to he done is to
teach the children what these men did—what
they gave their lives for. One hon. member
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on the other side asked what would a woman
think if she knew that her first-born was
going to be made fodder for cannon. It is
not a very nice subject to discuss, but the
wemen of Queensiand and the women of
Australia never grudged what they gave.
One hon member in this House asked the
leader of the Opposition, “What sacrifice
did you make?’ I might ask that hon.
member, ¢ What sacrifice did you make?”

Mr. Hynes: We never tried to exploit the
war sentiment as you are doing.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is no good trying to
reply to inane interjections like that of the
hon. member for Townsville. I would like
to quote what Professor Scott, of the Mel-
bourne University, said was likely to even-
tuate if war notices were climinated frou
the school books—

“To eliminate war as a facfor in
national deveicpment—and, indeed. as a
very substantial factor in national pro-
gress—would be to falsify history deliber-

ately. You might as well propose to
climinate religion, economic considera-
tions, personality, the influence of

thought on events, or any other of the
great forces which have moulded the
civilised world. No true history can be
written without estimating the influence
of war. There is no state upon this
planet which has not been fashioned
largely by war.”

Several Government members interjecting,

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I have already
asked hon. members to obey my call to
order, and I trust that they will do so.

Mr. MAXWELL: I want to know whether
the Minister proposes to eliminate from our
school bocks matier such as I have read out.
Is there going to be inculcated into the
winds of the children in the schools a spirit
of patriotism? I say that it is absolutely
essential to tcach the children what their
brothers, fathers, and relatives fought for in
the great war to cnable them to live in a
community such as this. T certainly hope
that the Minister will not be given the
opportunity to put into operation this new
idea of his. As the hen. member for Wyn-
num poirted out. new brooms sweep clean.
and the Minister wants to make more history.
I believe that he wants to get ahead of Mr.
Charlton, the leader of the Labour party in
Foderal Parliament, whose utterances at
Geneva have just appeared in the Press.
The Minister wants to get kudos for himself.
The people of Queensland are not going to
stand for that kind of thing., as the hon.
member for Fitzroy pointed out this after-
noon. There was scarcely a family which
did not have some of their members at the
war, and they will have something to say in
connnction with this matter.

There was one matter which was stressed
by the hon. member for Rockhampton in
dealing with this vote. e referred to cdu-
cational au'horities who visited our city to
give lectures, and pointed out that teachers
in Brisbane were able to get better oppor-
tunities than were given to those in the
Northern. Central. and Wes‘ern distriets. T
am quite 11 accord with the hon. member on
this subject. If teachers from Northern,
Clontral, and Western districtz are prepared
{o travel to different centres to a’'tend lec-
tures bv these educational authorities, i i<
the duty of the Government to give them
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every opportunity to attend: I do not believe
that anything good of this description should
be confined to Brisbane or other cities, but
should be spread as far as possible all over
the State. If it is possible to get lecturers
to go to Rockhampion and give free passes
to teachers in other parts of the State to
enable them to attend and benefit by those

lectures, wc should certainly extend the
system.
Mr WINSTANLEY: Why not in other dis-

triets, too?

Mr. MAXWELL: I do
is only right.

not mind. It
It stands to reason that
these lectures must be worth paying
attention to, or the Minister would not
arrange {or their coming here to give
us  the benefit of their knowledge. If
men and women associated with the teaching
staffs in our schools are prepared to. make
a sacrifice to attend these lectures—and the
time involved in travelling to and fro and in
attendance at the lectures would mecan a
certain amount of inconvenience and expense
—it is only fair that these advantages should
be afforded to them.

In conclusion, I would ask the Minister
whether he is going to eliminate from the
school books stories from English his‘ory. 1
cannot understand how some hon. members
opposite have got the ideas they have in
connestion with Fnglish history, but some
people naturallv see the bad side of a thing.
One of the finest books we can rvead 1is
Macaulay's © History of England.”” There
arc n~thers, but there scems to me an idea
permeating the minds of our friends opposite
to take history and put the wrong construe-
tion on it, and on every occasion to throw
that bad up at us, exposing it to the
public eve and the view of the country.
That iz the only construction I can
place on the actions of hon. members opposite:

Mr. Fivxes: You are endeavouring to kill
the credit of the country.

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not, and 1 am
not going to allow the hon. member to put
words into my mouth. I ask the Minister
whether he wants to eliminate from the
school books some of Burns’s pocms, such as
“Qeots Wha Hae Wi Wallace Bled”?
Would he eliminate Macaulay’s ¢ Ballad of
ihe Armada”? Would he eliminate Camp-
Lell’s “ The Battle of the Baliic”? There is
only one ray of subshine that I can sce, and
it lics in the probability that the hon. gentle-
man will not reign very long.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): 1 want to have
a word or two to say on this important
work of education and of the forward move
w: are making in the work with our boys
and girls, particularly in our technical
colleges and State schools, The depart nent
have gone ahead in educational work. and I
hsve to congratulate them on the standard
of education they have set up in our techni-
cal schools and trade schools. They have
made the standard the junior university
cxamination. and have given the boys and
girls who attend these schools the oppor-
tunity of going through the junior course
and of cither qualifying for a trade or a
profession.  That is a part of the educa-
tional system which should be developed. and
which the Minister should push on as far
as he can.

Another matter I would like to notice in
passing is the move that has bheen made in
the building of domestic science railway

Mr. Qledson.}
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cars and sending them out to the furthest
part of our railway system to give the girls
there an opportunity of getting some know-
ledge in domestic science. T had the oppor-
tunity of seeing the cars which were buily
in Ipswich, and also when one was stationed
at the last Brisbane Exhibition, and I am
sure that everybody who took the oppor-
tunity of going through it—and there were
crowds of men and women who did so—
could not but be impressed with the possi-
bilities of education for our girls in out-
back places. 1 understand that now a car
is to be fitted up to give trade instruction
to boys. That 1s a good move which will
commend itself to cveryone. Boys then will
be able to do vocational work in the out-
back centres of our State, and no better
work could be engaged in. I think the
department would be well advised to extend
the system. The railway does not reach
quite a number of centres, and I think that
a motor car could be cquipped without any
more expense than a railway carriage, and
it .cou;,ld go out into the remote centres whero
railways do not reach and take practical
education to the boys and girls in thée back-
blocks. No better work could be under-
taken by the departmoent.

The bulk of the speeches which have been
made have centred round the statement of
the Secretary for Public Instruction as to
his intention to reorganise the State school
readers with reference to the glorification
and extolling of war. It has been made the
subject of an attack on the Minister and a
general exhibition of the flag-waving pro-
pensities in which the members of the Opposi-
tion have indulged from time to time.

T take it that the thing boils down to what
we are going to instil into the minds of the
boys and girls of this State. That is the
main thing to be taken into consideration.
We have not to consider what the adults are
to be told, as we are dealing with boys and
girls, and really dealing with babies. Under
our educaticnal system we have the oppor-
tunity of creating an impreszion in the minds
of the boys and girls that is going to be with
them all their lives, and is going. to be the
means, practically, of carving out their future
walk in life. What is the idea behind the
Minister in his recent pronouncement? Not
to discredit anything that anyone has done
for Australia, and not to discredit anything
that has been done by the men who have
fought for Australia. Nothing was further
from the hon. gentleman’s mind. That is
only a mecan attempt by the Opposition to
bring that phase of the matter into the dis-
cussion.  The idea behind the Minister and
the Labour party is to take out of all articles
in our school literature such things as will
inflame the minds, especially of our boys, and
practically brutelisc them and place them
m a position of desiring fight all the time.

Mr.
thing

Mr. GLEDSON : It is there.

Kerr: It will mean taking out some-
that is not there.

Mr. Kigr: Tell me where it is.
3lr. GLEDSON: Last week I listened to

an address by a school teacher. He said,
T have had an opportunity of teaching boys
for a number of years. I had fifty borys under
my care at the tor: of the school. T also had
an opportunity of dealing with 600 junior
cadets. What is in the minds of those boys?
What do they think a hero is? In nearly
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every case a boy’s conception of a hero is
the one who has the strongest muscle or the
one who can knock the other one down.”
That was just last week, not dealing with
this question, but on another matter alto-
gother. That was the opinion of a Queensland
school teacher who is not now in the service
but has taken on other work.

Mr. Morcan : That is the Australian spirit.

Mr. GLEDSON: He said that was the
idea in the minds of the boys of Queensland.
What we have to do is to teach them that
thore is some higher ideal than how you ave
going to knock somebody on the nose and
make his nose bleed, or knock him over.

Mr. Xerr: That is very bloodthirsty.

Mr. GLEDSON: The idea of our educa-
tional system is to see that the impressions
in the minds of our boys and girls will
cultivate such a line of thought as will enable
them to tuke their place in life and become
good citizens of our State, and not hecome
soldiers of the future, and not become men
who will all the time be looking to see
whether there is going to be a war or not,
and whom they can fight. We want to adopt
every possible means to see that the impres-
sions made on the minds of our boys and
girls in the early stages are such as will lead
them to higher ideals of life, and will teach
them that there is something higher for them
than fighting one ancther, and we should
imbue them with the idea that brotherly love
should continue, and that there is something
greater in life than killing one another.

At 4 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. Coorer (Bremer), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen. relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. Kmxa: That is class-conscious teach-
ing. That comes later on.
Me, GLEDSON: The whole position in

connection witl: this matter is that once we
educate our boys and girls up to such a
gtandard there will be no nced to teach
class-consciousness because thev will be suffi-
ciently class-conscicus to decide the matter
for themselves. But I am rot going tc be
drawn off the track to deal with the question
of class-consciousnsss. Hon, members opposite
bave been trying to point out that the school
paners and literalure should be writter in
such a manner as to induce boys and girls
to rush into war withou$ asking any questions
at all.

Mr. KERR: You are wrong.

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for
Bundaberg quoted from the poem “ The
Battle of Blenheim.” It is just as well to
remind some of our people how this affects
us. If this was in the school books, it would
do no harm. I wish to quote from the eighth
verse—

“ With fire and sword the country round

Was wasted far and wide;

And many a childing mother then
And newborn baby died;

But things like that, you know, must be
At every famous victory.

“They say it was a shocking sight
After the field was won;
For many thousand bodies here
Lay rotting in the sun;
But things like that, you know, must be
At every famous victory.
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* (Great praise the Duke of Marlbro’ won
And our good Prince Eugene.
¢ Why, 'twas a very wicked thing !’
Suid little Wilhelmine.
‘ Nay, nay, my little girl,” quoth he,
‘It was a famous victory.’

“ And everybody praised the Duke,
Who this great fight did win.
“ But what good came of it at last?
Quoth little Peterkin.
“Why that I canrot tell,” qucth he,
¢ But ’twas a famous victory.” ”
That poem will not incite the minds of
children, but it will show just what has been
attempted to be shown by hon. members on
this side—that in nearly every war the com-
Latants do not know what the war is about.
They are only asked to go into battle. We
have that exempiified in Tennyson’s poem
* The Charge of the Light Brigade.”
¢ Theirs not to reason why;
Theirs but to do or die.
Into the jaws of death
Rode the six hundred.”

- That is the same right through every war
that has taken place. In the history of the
world we find tha’ those who were actually
the combatants had nothing to do with the
reasons for the war or its cessation. Hon.
members will say, “ What is the reason for
all this talk in connection with the matter?”’
We find that in connection with the agitation
for the abolition of slavery somcone had to
start it. The hon. member for Rnoggera
stated that there was a war to secure the
freedom of slavery in America. That was
because of the greed of the Southern
planters, who were prepared to retain their
slaves for cheap labour as long as thew
possibly could.
remain slaves, but the planters in their greed
for commercialism wanted them. Yet the
hon. member for Enoggera quoted that as an
example of why one war had to be brought
about. We find that in ecvery reform some-
one had to start it. If by our literature we
can impress on the minds of the boys and
girls that there are higher things in their
lives than war, and that there is such a
thing as brotherly love, then when they
grow up into men and women thess ideas
will be so implanted in their minds that they
will sec no reason for going to war. We
have been told that hon. members on this
side of the Chamber are prepared to sit
down and let some forcign nation come in
and ride roughshod over us, There is nothing
of the sort. If you train a boy to box— the
gentle art of self-defence,’” as it is termed—
the first thing he wants to do when he gots
out is to go and have a go at somebody
and try his proficiency. The same thing
applies in this case. We have to get away
from that sort of thing. An effort is now
being made to get away altogether from
war. Moembers of the Opposition sav, and I
think rightly, that they individually do not
want to see any more war. I believe they
are honest in that, and that they would do
all they possibiy could to stop war. If that
is so, let us start now and so train our hoys
and girls that they will have a horror of
war and do what they can to prevent war.
Just to sec what they are doing in the
Federal Parliament in connection with this
matter, I picked up a Federal “ Hansard,”
and I read some interesting utterances by
Mr, Bruce, who, I think, is the Prime
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Minister of the Commonwealth. Dealing

with the Defence Equipment Bill, Mr.
Bruce said—

‘“We are told that in all countries

there is a revulsion of feeling against
warfare, because of the experiences of
the late war. I agree that there is. 1
beileve that every nation that was
engaged in that war is determined, by
all means in its power, to prevent its
participation in another such trouble.
But some years have now elapsed since
the war. People are growing up in all
the countries that were combatants who
played no part in and had no cxperience
of the war. The number of such people
will inevitably increase as the years go
by. Those of us who participated in,
and those who lived during the war will
as the years go by, become fewer in
number. I regret that alrcady the re-
vulsion of feeling against war appears to
be becoming weaker, and that t%ere is a
tendency to forget the lessons that the
war taught.”

Let the Prime Minister of Australia speak
for the Opposition, and let hon. members
opposite do away with any thought in favour
of war; let them cndeavour not to perpetu-
ate war. Mr. Bruce says again—

“A very real and very grave danger
to the peace of the world lies in the fact
that leaders, to maintain their position,
may appeal to the sentiments of a people
and arouse their national ambitions.”

The speeches of hon. members opposite
to-day will tend to do nothing but arouse
the ambitions of the people of Queensland
and instil into their minds the fact that there
is a necessity for us to keep up a war spirit
in Queensland. (Opposition dissent.) The
sooner we get away from that the better.
The sooner we do what we can to eliminate
all 1deas of war and tcach our boys and
girls a higher conception of life, the better
1t. will be for us. If we do that we shall be
doing something which will brand us as a
Parliament and a State that is doing its
little bit to bring about an era of universal
peace throughout the world.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor):
members have listened
interest to the speeches that have been
delivered to-day on this vote. Before I
make a few remarks regarding what has
been the dominant note throughout the
speeches, I think we should congratulate
ourselves, and the Department of Public
Instruction should congratulate itself, on the
very excellent work that is being done
throughout .the State in promoting primary
and secondary education in every possible
direction.

Like the hon. member for Ipswich, I too
had the privilege of going into the domestic
science car exhibit at the recent show, and
it was an exhibit that must commend itself
to everyone desiring to see the benefits of
that class of education bestowed on those
who have not the same privileges as their
fertunate sisters in cities such as Brisbane,
Rockhampton, and other large cities in
Queensland. 1 agree with the idea of the
hon, member for Ipswich as to cxtending
that system, if possible, to places where there
is no railway communication. Probably a
motor conveyance could be fitted up—mnot as
expensive as the railway carriage we have
at the present time—which could be sent oub

Mr. Taylor. ]

I am sure hon.
with considerable
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to those places where the children have no
benefits or privileges of any kind. That is
an idea that might be taken notice of by the
Minister. Wherever there is a railway there
arc certain advantages accruing to these
who live within close proximity to that
railway.

QOur system of education is being well main-
tained, notwithstanding the criticisms that
are sometimes directed at it. The educa-
tional system of Queensland 1 certainly
think will hold its own with the educational
system of any other State in the Commoun-
wealth.  While I say that, I consider that
the success of the Department of Public
Instruction depends not so much on the
Minister controlling it as on the permanent
heads of the department.

Mr. CoLuins: Belittling the politician
again.
Mr. TAYLOR: I am not belittling the

pelitician, but because of the time the officers
mn the department spend in studying educa-
tional matters, they should be better quali-
fied than any ministerial head to carry out
the fune'ions of the department as we desire
they should be carried out.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
A little variety is very good sometimes.

Mr. TAYLOR : I think the hon. gentleman
can provide the variety all right.

With regard to the question that has been
raised during this discussion as to advisable-
ness or otherwise of inserting in the schcol
books lessons pertaining to war, we on this
side have no desire whatever to see anything
placed in the school books of Queensland
which will inflame the minds of the children
in favour of war. We say that unhesita-
tingly.

The SECRETARY TOR I’UBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That i3 my argument.

Mr. TAYLOR: We have no desire thar
anything of that kind shall appear in the
school books of Queensland. That is the
opinion of every member on this side of the
Chamber. We do not want to sec war
placed on a pedestal. We do not want to
sec it deified in any shape or form. The
fear that is in the minds of the people of
Queensland is that there is likely to be
another war. That fear may be right or it
may be wrong.

The SECRETARY
I say it is wrong.

Mr. TAYLOR:
reference to the

FOL. . PusLic INSTRUCTION :
It is a newspaper fear.

If we are going to have
horrors of war, it must
not le forgot en that there have been and
there are "glorious associations connected
with the actions of men in war time. No
one can deny that war brings out the very
best that is in man and also the very worsf,
I think we all agree wi‘h that. If you are
going to depict the horrors of war in your
school books and in your school papers and
show the pernicious and devastating influence
it has on humanity generally, then it is only
right, where there are splendid achievements
and splendid things done by men associated
with war, that thev also should be recorded.
I claim that that is not a deification of war
in anv shape or form. It must not be
forgotten that all great reforms have all
come throuzh great s‘ress, great sorrow, and
great sacrifice. The redemption of mankind
was hrought »beut how?" By the crueifixion
of Christ. That is the doetrine that is
accepted in the Christian churches to-day.

[Mr. Taylor.
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Yet that crucifixion had to take place before
there was any chance of the redemption of
mankind,

Mr. Corriys: Do you think we have re-
deemed mankind since that time?

Mr. TAYILOR : T do not know that we have
succeeded in redeeming mankind, 1 cer-
tainly think there have been honest attempts
made to rederm mankind since that time.
Many of them have failed, and probably many
more cfforts will fail in the future: but so
long as men are sincere in their o deavours,
I claim that good must result. Whether the
Great War was necessary in order to bring
it about or not T am not prepared to say;
but we have to admit that probably what was
impossible of accomplishment bofore 1914
has been accomplished since the coszation
of the war—that is the formation of a league
of the principal nations of the world.

The Spcrerary FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Some of the nations do not want war because
they would lose too many ships.

Mr. TAYLOR: Sincs the cessation of the
war we know that the Leagut of Nations has
been brought about. It may not have accom-
pliched as much as we would like to see, but
we must not forget that since 1914 we have

. had 1 presentatives of the leading nations of

the world sitting round the table of the
Leaguc of Nations to discuss the situation in
regard to future wars. The interests of the
different nations have be:n of a very con-
Aicting nature, and to bring order out of
chaos has been a most difficult task. Surely
we have reason to hope that some means
will be found of preventing war in the future
while we have such a league in operation
and functioning as it is at the present time,
and on which Australia is represented by the
Attornry-General of the Commonwralth and
leader of the Federal Labour party. We
could not hope for that solution vears ago.
The SECRETARY TFOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Something can be done by orgavisation.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Minister’s great aim
at the present timo is to teach the children
the blessings of peace, and if that is done,
the Minister will have accomplished a very
ereat work. I certainly hope that he will
do that.

The SecreETARY FOR PusLic INSTRUCTION :
That is the idea.

Mr. TAYLOR: A short time ago we had
a Disarmament Conference held at Washing-
ton. It looked guite improbable a few years
ago that the nations would meet together
to diseuss th2 disarmament problem. We
know the result of that Disarmament Con-
feronce. A great many war vessels were
scrapped, and the number of vess:ls to be
built by th> PPowers who met in the Con-
ference was limited. We know thtt a certain

arrsngement was made by Japan, England,
antd America with regard to vessels in waters

adjacent to Anctralia. Those things want to
be taught in our schcols as much as possible.

The SEecrRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Iear, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR: We want to inculeate a
horror of war. which has been so devastating
not only to Queensland but throughout the
world.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You are expressing my sentiments.

Mr. TAYLOR: Reforence has been made
to mothers whose first-born children took part
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in the war. FEvery member of this Chamber
knows that there are hundreds of thousands
of mothers in the world to-day—many of
them in Australia—who, although they hava
shed bitter tcars over the loss of their loved
ones do not regret that their boys fell in
what they believ: was a ncble cause. They
are preud of their boys, whese memories will
always be swoct to them. These matters
would not be out of place in our school books
at the present time.

Another matter mentioned by the hon.
member for South Bnabane was what he
called ‘“secret treaties.” For quite a long
time sceret trea ies between nations will be
absolutely imperative. 1t may happen that
it will be advisable for nations whose terri-
tories adjoin or whose interests are identical
to make a treaty which it is not in the best
interssts of cither to be known by a third
nation; and I take it that when such treaties
have been made the nations concerned have
been actua ed by the very highest possible
motives, both in making them and in keep-
ing them secret as far as possible for the
time being. .

I 4o not want to labour the question. If
the dizcussioa brings us any nearer to peace,
we shall all welcome it. At any rate, I hope
it will. There is one point on which I did
not touch when dealing with the League of
Natiens just now to which I shall refer in
conclusion.” We have in Cuecensland and
throughout the Empire our courts, our
judges, and jurics. Cases are brought before
them. The judges listen to them, the advo-
cates for -he contendiug parties argue them,
and the judge gives his verdict or award.
What would be the value of an award or a
verdict ¢f a judge if we had not our police
force and St. Helena behind it? It would
not be worth a snap of the fingers. The
hon. member for Fitzroy quite rightly said,
“Why mnot start by dismissing our police
force?”” Does not the hon. member for
Bowen—to whom I give credit for sincerity
of view—lock the doors and windows of his
house when he goes out with his wife and
family? Why? For the simple reason that
he knows there are people in this world who
have no respect for his property, and he
takes those steps to defend it. And if any
man tried ‘o interfere with his wife or his
familv and he had a weapon bv him, he
weuld nct fail to use it; be would not wait
to reason with the man in any way. He
would rightlv think that the man was an
offender, and was not fit to receive any con-
sideration from him—he would get rid of
him as scon as he could.

The 1\{[ini< er in charge of this department
undoubtedly carrics a very heavy responsi-
bilitr, because the young people of Queens-
land are practically under his control and
urder the control of the officers of his
department. The characters of our boys and
girls are made during their school life, and
anv interference w]'rh the historical teaching
—with the ‘olling of what has actually taken
placo—shou'd be verr carefully considered
befere anything is done. We want ther to
grow up with a true lxnowlod(re of what has
happened during past years. We do not

want to see our Department of TPublic
Instruction made political.

OrrosiTion MewBERs: Hear, hear!

Mr. TAYTOR: If it were so, nothing

would prevent another Minister from a]tm-
ing the whole system. We have not been

[23 SEPTEMBER.]

Supply. 1043

troubled with such a thing in recent years;
everything has gone on fairly well. Let our
children have a knowledge of the facts which
have made the history of the Empire! Teach
Australian history! I speak as an Austra-
lian-born, who is proud of being Australian,
but 1 also speak as a man who is proud of
being British, too. I speak in this way
because I realise that it is important that
rothing should be done to impair the great-
ness of our State or of our Commonwealth,
or to prevent it from becoming the orxeatest
as well as the freest and most democratic
country in the world. (¥Hear, hear!)

Myr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): This is a
fairly large vote, and it is also one of the
most important that can be discussed. The
amount required for the education of the
children in Queensland is increasing every
vear, and that goes to show that we are not
afraid to spend money in that direction.
Frankly, I believe it is one of the best
possible investments that we can malke.
Although the discussion has been somewhat
protracted, and a great deal of it has very
little to do with the vote itself, yet T think
it is time well spent. Judging from the
results, we have good reason to be proud of
our educational system, and perhaps more so
when one knows something of other systems
in other States and compares them with our
own. Good as our system may be, T consider
the lasf word has not been said on education
cven in Queensland, and for that reason it
is a very good thmtr indeed to have men like
Professor ;\dams, who was here last week,
and whom I had the opportunity of listening
to, and men from other countries of the world
whose systems are not exactly on all fours
with our own coming here and looking at our
svetem and seeing what it is like, expressing
their opinion, and making comparisons. Com-
parisons are said to be odicus, but they
may at times be helpful.  If the criticism is
helpful, then I do not think anybody will
grumble at it. We should learn from each
other. If there are good points in the educa-
tional systems of the other States of the
Commonwealth, and there are good points in
the educational systems of the other countries
of the world, then we should not be slow in
accepting them if they are going to help to
improve our own system. The report by this
department furnishes exceptionally interesting
reading. The reports of the inspectors
from time to time go to show that the
system is making good progress.

Mr. Krrso: The inspectors have not been
recognised yet.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : The hon. gentleman
need not trouble about that. His fears are
exaggerated. He is making a mountain out
of a molehill. The dlﬁ‘(‘ultlos that he can
sce and the things that he is afraid of are
crentures of his own imagination rather than
anything else. It seems a pity that only a
handful of teachers located in the metro-
politar: area can get an onportunity of hear-
ing those men who visit Queensland. It has
heen suggzested that for educational purposes
the Sta‘rr\ be divided info three sections—
South, Central, and North. It might be a
good thing to have training co}leges estab-
lished in those three divisions; but it does
seem to bie a very unfair thing to expect the
teachars in the Central district and the North
ty spend the whole of their lives in those
districts. The Central and the Northern
districts are not so thickly ponulated as the
South, and everyone must know that in

Mr, Winstanley.}
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sparsely populated districts the advantages
and opporlunities, both for teaching and
learning, amongst the teachers themselves, 1s
not as good as in the larger centres of
population. Anybody who has spent twenty
to thirty years in North Quecnsland and
comes to live in Brisbane cannot help being
struck by the decided advantages in many
directions, particularly in connection with
people who want to learn and are anxious to
know, and who want to hear the opinions of
people from other States and other countries,
While the inspectors in their reports point
out the splendid work these men are doing
in the outback districts, even under serious
disadvantages, it is known that a_ majority
of these men think that, when they have
done a fair turn there—they ave justified in
this belief—they should get an opportunity
of coming into the southern parts of the
State and enjoying the privileges that many
of the teachers enjoy here to-day. That is
only a fair and reasonable expectation on
their part.

[4.30 p.m.]

One or two of the reports of inspectors
point out what, to my mind, is a very
great essential, and what is to boys parti-
<ularly one of the greatest problems con-
nected with education. That is, that the
children skould not be ecducated in a kind
of educational rut. They point out that,
while boys are fairly eilicient so far as
semory and other work is concerned,
immediately they are asked to make an
application of their knowiedge to the every-
day affairs of life they are at a loss how to
do so. If that goes on, boys, when leaving
school, may be fairly well crammed and
‘have acquited a lot of things which they
have memorised, but, if they are unable to
make an applicaticn of their learning to the
everyday affairs of life, then their education
will be far from being complete. Education
does not consist in the mere accumulation
of facts, events, and figures, but should
enable boys and girls to think for them-
selves and to draw logical conclusions from
the cvervday events of life. If they are
unable to do so, something has been lacking
in their education and in the system they
were educated under. That fact may not be
widespread, but it is evident that it exists
in some places. It is one of those things
which to some extent depends upon the
teachers.

There is another matier I would like to
point out, and that is in conncction with
play-sheds in the Northern and North-
Western parts of the State. I understood
an hon. member to say that these had now
been cut out. If ihat is so, the children in
those portions will be placed at a serious
disadvantage unless the school bnildings,
like the modern schools, are built on fairly
high blocks so as to afford shelter and shade
from the hot sun during the play hours.
Oniy this morning 1 received a letter from
the Department of Public Instruction advis-
ing that an application for a plary-shed in
connection with one of the schools in my
electorate had been referred to the Depart-
ment of Public Works. All that is wanted
in this case is for the wall plates, rafters,
and iron to be placed on blocks which are
already in the ground. The scheol is situ-
ated in a centre where the population has
decreased, and in consequence of the school
attendance having decreased, a portion of
+the school building has been taken to a

[Mr. Winstanley.
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more populous district, leaving the blocks
and concrete floor there. Play-sheds are au
essential convenience attached to schools in
the northern part of the State.

One of the northern inspectors has some-
thing to say in connection with the music
and singing of the children. I agree with
the hon. member for Bundaberg, who said
that a good deal could be implanted in the
minds of children by songs, and that many
of the songs would remain in their minds.
One soung-writer said that he did not core
who educated the children so long as he
wrote their songs. The inspector points out
that in one little school in. North Queens-
land the singing stands out conspicuously on
its own. It is evident that the teacher has
a love for music and that he has imparted
his love for music to the pupils. Anyone
who has heard those children would agree
with the inspector that their singing is
exceptionally fine—not only their singing in
unison, but their part songs.

Quite a lot of discussion has taken place
as to what is to be the attitude of the
department with regard to what it placss
before the school children in the school books
and papers. To my mind the point is not
so much whether the methods of the past
have been right or wrong. The question is:
What are we going to do and be in the
future? The speech of the hon. member
for Windsor contrasted with some of the
speeches of other hon. members opposiie,
and it contained a paradox. The hon.
member pointed out that the redemption of
mankind had been worked out by sacrifice.
There is no donbt about that; but the
attitude of a very large number of hon.
members opposite is not on those lines.
Their attitude is not to redeem their people
or their country by sacrifice, but the reverse.
Their motto is very well defined—

“Thrice is he armed
quarrel just,
But six times he who gets his blow
in first.”

Theyv appeal on behalf of war, and claim that
we should inculcate the spirit of war in our
children and train them, as soon as they can
be trained, to meet an enemy who may arise
and whom they must fight. They will, per-
haps, say that they have no love for war, but
it is an absolute fact that in days not long
past military jingoes drank to the toast,
“A blecody war and quick promotion.”
Every soldier krows that his only chance
of promotion is to have his mates killed
or wounded. IHon. members opposite say that
they do not believe in war, but they possess
the jingoistic spirit and support traditions
of war. The question is whether we shall
foster war or avoid war altogether. Hon.
menbers opposite have ereditad the Minister
with quite a lot that ke did not sav.
The statement has been made that the
fichting spirit is not in man or in his pro-
genitors; but it would be a great ervor to
suppose that the instinet of acquisitiveness
in itz old and barbarous form has lost its
held on even the most civilised nation. When
an old brirard appeared and put himself at
the head of his nation, he became at once a
popular hevo. By any rational standard of
morality few greater scoundrels have ever
lived than Trederick the Great and Napo-
leon I. But they are still names to conjure
with. T for one object to the fact that names
like ¥rederick the Great and Napoleon should

who hath his
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be conjured with in our schools, and that their
deeds should be lauded as those of heroes.

Mr. Kruso: They ar: only mentioned as
a warning.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : They arc held up as
cxamples for our boys to copy, and as being
superior to the heroes of peace. T believe that
“Peace hath her victories no less renowned
than war,”” and that we zhould object to what
has been done in times gone by in exalting
ouly the militaristic and jingoistic section.
If we continue to do that, we are going to
inculcate into our children tho idea that
they should becorne a militaristic nation, or
otherwise the nation will go back. I do not
helieve that. If we are going to have these
things referr-d to in the school hooks at all,
the truth sheuld he told about them. They
should not be glossed over. The herrors of
war as well as its glories—if there are any
glorics—shonld be told to the boys plainly and
distinctly.

Mr. Kenso: Evrrybody agrees with that.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Hverybody does not
agree with that, and the epecches made by
members on that side of the Chamber have
not been in that direction. The idea seems
tc prevail amongst hon. members opposite
that, unless we are a military nation and
unless we cultivate the military spirit, some-
body is going to come along by and by and
swallow us up. What made the German
nation so anxious and so readsy for war was
the fact that for thirty years they had been
teaching in their school books that the Ger-
mans were superior to all the races of the
world ; that they were the cream of creation;
that they belong to the Nordic racc and that
their cullure and intelligence were superior
to those of any other nation and they had a
perfect right to impose their culture on all
the other races of the world. We can easily
imagine, if that was taught to the boys and
girls, that they readily believed it, and that
they did not need much inspiring or encour-
agement when the time came to buckle on
their swords and fight for what they belicved
was in the intercsts of their country and of
their culture. Those responsible fully met
with the reward they deserved. The point
to my mind is whether in our schocls we are
going to teach our boys and givls that there
is something better than wayr; whether we
ought to arbitrate before we fight; whether
we are going to foster the snirit of the
Le;xgue of Nations; and whether we are
going to try to get nations to meet together
like we get people to meet together in a
spirit of sweet reasonableness, and discuss
the difficulties which do exist. and which
may very reasonably exist internationally—
whether these things are going to be dis-
cussed before fighiing takes place or not.
Does anybody imagine for- a moment that,
if in August, 1914, the war could have been
postponed for a week or a fortnight and
the matter discassed, the war would ever
have taken place? No one for a moment
believes that it would, and the question is
whether the boys and girls of Australia are
going to be taught to support a league
Iike the League of Nations with vepresenta-
tives from all nations present—all nations
are not represented at present, but I hope
they very soon will be—and whether the
minds of the people are going to rccognise
arbitration as between nations as a proven-
tative of war. If we do that, we can take
it for granted that the time is mot very far

distant—though perhaps not in our time—

when war will be no more.
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Some hon. members have talked about
abolishing the police. Does anyone imagine
for a moment that the police of Brisbane—
probably the whole force does not exceed a
thousand—does anyone imagine that 1.000
police can keep 200,000 people in order if the
people do not want to be kept in order? Is
it not a fact that members of the community
understand that the police have a right to
keep those in order who do not keep them-
selves in order, and that they should stand
behind a policeman when he arrests a man
who has been interfering with somebody else
—who has assauited somebody or robbed
somebody-—or who has transgressed the law?
Cnce nations can he got to the stage when
ihey will recognise what is right and wrong
internationally and then submit it to a
tribunal for decision, the time will not be
far distant when war will be no more. Hon.
members opposite are pessimistic about it.
They say that because wars have been they
always will be. I do not bhelieve in that
for a moment, I believe the time is not
far distant of which Tennyson wrote—

“Till the war drum throbb’d no longer,
and the battie-flags weve furl’d,
In the Parliament of man, tho Federation
of the world.”

Nobody worked harder and nobody didi
more than the late W, T. Stead to bring
about what he called ¢ The United States
of Tuurope.” His wish was to get the whole
of the Huropcan nations together to discuss
their differences—differences of race, of
possessions, and of languages—and to  try
to understand one another, Everybody
knows ithat in a great many instances there
have been no real differcnces between nations,
but wars have been fought because of the
whims or fancies of some particular indi-
viduals. As I said once hefore in this
Chamber at the close of the war, if the
Lcague of Nations does not succeed—I hope
it will—it will be followed by a league of
peoples in every country of the world. When
once they can get over the imaginary boun-
daries—of course it is not an easy matter—
Lut when once they can get together and
discuss their differences they will soon come
to the conclusion that they have nothing to
wain but a very great deal to lose by per-
petuating the barbarous system under which
we live at the present time. I think a great
deal can be done to instil into the minds
of the boys and girls of this great and privi-
leged country the truth that there are better
things than war, and that wars can be
wvoided just in so far as people are educated
up to the point of secing that thess differ
etces can be settled by other and better
means than the arbitrament of the sword.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirand): I would like te
say a few words on hchalf of the country
children in Queensland. TUnfortunately, g«
where we will through the countrr districts
we find groups of settlers with children of
school age without educational advantages
As we have a new Minister in charge of the
department, it is a fitting opportunity to draw
his attention to this matter. I do not wish to
labour the question. The Minister can easily
ascertain for hims-lf that such is the case
Even when his officials decide that a schoo'
is required, unfortunately the matter is hung
up bv another department. I think the hon
member for Burnett this morning laid his
finger on a w=ak spot when he pointed out
that the decision of the Department of
Public Instruction as to what schools should

Mr. Swayne.]
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t+ke precedence in erection is overruled by
the Department of Public Works. The officers
«of the Department of Public Insiruction are
us capable a body of men as wo can find
anywhere. When we lay before them the just
requirements for our respective electoratss
we receive every courtesy; and every desire
is shown to do what is right. Only tho other
day I had occasion to see the Under Scere-
tary, and I was quite surprised at the dotallm.
information he had at his fingors” ends
regarding the working of the various schools
which are under his charge, and what I say
about him is applicable to every official in
his department, but unfortunately the evil
still remains. There arc large numbers of
.childr'n who are without cducational facili-
ties. We know that one of the great diffi-
culties at the present time is to get settlement
on the land. While there arc many other
factors which go towards creating a dis-
inclination in that direction. one very impor-
tant cause is the feeling on the part of parents
that, if they go into the country, their
children will not t the education thev would
get if they 1ema1ned in the towns. I would
like the Minister to assert himself, and sce
that; when Parliament votes moner for the
erection of schools the schools are built as the
department thinks fit, and not as the Depart-
ment of Public W 01le thinks fit. The Minis-
ter may think 1t is a joke, but it is not a
joke to parents in country (h:n‘ct% I have
a letter which appeared in the © Daily Stan-
«dard ”* on 20th August last—

““WANTED A SCHOOL.
“ R. O. Marshall (Monto, vid Eidsvold,
writes—

I am a settlsr on the Upper Burnett
Settlement. My wife and three chil-
dren came here on 16th January last.
The three children are of full school
age, the cldest having been in the
sixth class beforc we came here. The
Govelnment gave us a definit» assurance
that schools would be established for
our childrsn. The cx-Minister for Pub-
le¢ Instruction was here ou 25th May,
and he assured us we would get a school
at our centre. We have here nineteen
children of school age, besidss several
more who will be due for school at
next birthday—all within 24 miles of
the proposed school site. ‘ﬂo sent in
our claim for our school on 26th May
last, and we got a reply recently saving
the d“partment refused us a State
school, but that if the parents built the
schoohoom the department would supply
furniture and a teacher for a provisional
school. Now, we claim that as we have
over the requirod number of childr:n
entitling us to a State school. and as
there is no school nearer than 20 miles,
we are not getting a fair deal. We have
been seven months here in the bush.
and are no nearer a school for our
children.”

“That is only typical of the position of most
of our centres, but the trouble has been that,
instead of onlv having to wait seven months,
we have had to wait seven years or longer.

I should not have risen and dealt with
similar matters to those which have been
discussed by members on this side of the
‘Chamber had it not been for the constant
attempt which is being made on the Govern-
ment side to put a wrong complexion on the
statements of the Opposition. Hon. members
‘on this side have merely urged that it is not
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wise in the interests of Queensland that our
boys and girls should be brought up with the
idca that we shall never have to fight for our
country. In these questions it is not advis-
able to mince matters. Al:hough it is true
that some nations are desirous of bringing
about world peace. yet we are not by any
means assured of ultimate success, and until
we are assured of ultimate success it would
not be wise to limit ourselves to ithe idea
that the time will never come when we shall
have to fight for the country we own. That
is the sum total of the statemen s which have
come from this side of the Chamber—that it
is not wise that all reference to the responsi-
bility of nationhood and the defence of one’s
ccun'ry should be obliterated from the train-
ing of our young people. It is common
sense to think that sinec Australia is one of
the richest countries in the weorld, it must be
viewed with envyg by other nations, and that
the time max come when we shall have to
defend it from a foreign foe: and all we
say 1s that our children thould be told that,
if that time should come, it will be neces-

sary for them to take their part in
carrying out that duty. That is really
all that has been said by hon. mem-
bers on this side; yet we have been

credited with wishing to imbue the young
Quecnslander with a warlike desire to rush
to war and a desire to fight. Nothing of the
kind has come from hon. members on this
side. All we have urged is that in our school
literature it shall be set forth from time to
time what has been done by the various
nations in the defence of their rights, and
thar our children should be told that it may
be neces:ary to fight for the country they
own. Whilst we are on this question, I
should like to sav that I understand that it
has been reported that English history has
been banned, or that it is the intention of
the Minister to do so. I should like to say
that there are many passages in it which
ouzht to be re‘ained, such as those dealing
with the growth of parliamentary govern-
ment. The House of Commons is described
as the *“ Mother of Parliaments.” and the
growth of constitutional government along
the lines of parliamentary government, and
other similar features ave de=lt with. The
action of England as the firet nation to take
action in securine freedom of the slaves is
touched upon. and it is pointed out that Kng-
land has alwayvs been the canchrarv of those
who were accused of politicn] misdemeanours
in other countries. I wonld like to ask the
Minister whether it is his intention to exclude
from the srhool books all thes~ thing=. T would
alsn 1ike to ask him whether he intends to
excnde all referenea to the Svanish Armada
ard the eveat ficht put up then by England
for freedom.

At 4.50 p.m.,
The CuatrMAN resumed the chair.
Mr. SWAYNE: Things like that should

be taught so as to stimulate the young Aus-
tralian, and, if unfortunatelv the time does
come when he mush fight for his country.
then he will only do what his ancestors did
before him.

1 was rather surprised to hear the hon.
member for- Warrego refer to the last war
as a foreign war, and say that he hoped the
last man and the last shilling had bcen con-
tributed by Australia for such a cause. I
wonder if he realises what defeat in that
war would have meant. Anyone who
remembers what took place and the causes
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that led up to it, the policy of those who
were fighting, and their avowed intentions,
must realise that our boys, when fighting in
the trenches in Europe or Gallipoli, were
fiehting Australia’s battles just as much as
if they had been fighting on Australian
shores. It was far better for Australia that
the Turks, the Austrians, and the Prussians
should be fought on the other side of the
world instead of our sitting idly waiting
until all the Allies had been dcfeated, and
we, being the last because we were the
furthest away, were then forced to put up a
defence in Australia against a competent
force from a victorious army. We avoided
the domination of militarism by joining
forces with our Allies overseas, and we so
diverted from Australia the terrible mis-
fortunes that have befallen France and
other Allied countries on the other side of
the world.

The hon. member for South Brishane
stated that the war had been brought about
by Russia. The trouble was caused by the
military system that was brought into being
some 200 years ago, which has since brought
about what became the Prussian Empire, for,
after all, the German Empire was tuled
by Prussia. I have here a book entitled
‘“The Foundations of Germany,” by J. Ellis
Barker, deseribing the growth of the power
of Germany. It says—

“ Prussia has been a military State
since its beginning. The country has
grown great by successful wars and by
conquests. Frederick William the First
not only created a powerful army but
militarised the administration and the
civil institutions as well. He made the
entire civil life of the country subser-
vient to hls military requirements and
ambitions.”

Further on the book says
‘¢ Circumstances have made Prussia a
military State. The country has grown
great by its military strength. Frederick
clearly recognised that the existence and
the future of Prussia depended upon the
army.”’

Ever since the esrly years of the eighteenth
century, the Prussian army was strengthened
and brought to greater efficiency with the
view that some day they were going to
dominate the world. We all know what a
terrific struggle therc was to maintain the
rights of constitutional government during
the last war, and, in spite of the hon.
member for \Vanngo who, although as a
member of this House he took the oath of
allegiance to the British Crown, termed it a
foreign war, it was far better that we should
take our part in the war on the other side
of the world rather than that the enemy
should come to our shores. We know what
the position in Germany was under the
Prussian domination before the war. We
know how the military class bullied and
domineered over every other class in the
community. We know that a civilian had
to submit to all sorts of insults to himself
and his womenfolk at the hands of the man
in uniform. If he resented in any way he
was adjudged guilty of treason to the uni-
form, and no penalty was too scvere for him.

{5 p.m.]
The CHAIRMAN : Order! Order! TIask

the hon. gentleman to connect his remarks
with he vote.

GOVERNMENT MuMBERS : Hear, hear!
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It is high time we had some
talk about

Mr. FARRELL :
talk about cducaticn and less
Germany.

An OpprOSITION MEMBER :
know about education?

Mr. SWAYNE: We should teach our
younger people that the time may come when
they will be called upon to fight against such
a system as that. That is where the connec-
txon between my remarks and the vote comes
in.  If all references to such subjects are
excluded from the school papers, the chil-
dren will be allowed to grow up with the
idea that the time will never come when
they may have to put forward their best
efforts against such a rule as that., That
was the issue in the great war—whether
militarism should prevail against constitu-
tional government. The issue was not one
naticnality against another—of Great Britain

What do you

agaivst Germany, or Germany against
another nation—but a war between two
systems. The issue at stake was whether

arbitrary militaristic systems should prevail
over our parhamontmy system. It was up to
every community. whother great or small, to
take its part in that great struggle. That is
what our children ought 1o be taught, and
not that the war merely meant one set of
countries fighting another set. We talk of
peace, but what do we find happening? I
rcad only in yesterday’s newspapers a cable-
gram which was headed—

¢ Six Hundred Executed.”

“The Soviet Way.”

“The Reds Capture Tiflis.”

““ Russian Red Troops Enter the Capital
of Georgia V-0

The CHAIRMAN : Order! Order!

Mr. SWAYNE: This subject has cropped
up during the afternoon, and the debate has
centred around whether references to such
cpisodes are to be kept out of our school
literature, It is well that our young people
should know something of the horrors of war.
so that they will be prepared to defend
themselves if ever the time arises. Without
reading the paragraph which I commenced,
I should =ay that. when the Red Soviet army
entered Triflis. they summarily executed 600
residents and imprisoned hundreds of others.
That is the sort of thing we should tell our
voung pecple they will have to resist.

The hon. member for Scuth Brisbane said
that wars were brought about against the
will of the people, and other hon. members
on his side suggested that wars were insti-
gated by capital. T would like to ask if this
Soviet war was instigated by capitalists.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! Task
the hon. member to confine his remarks to
the vote. The question he is referring to has
nothing whatever to do with this debate. If
the hon. member initiates an argument.
another member will reply to him, and that
may possibly cause another hon. member to
reply to that hon. member.

Mr. BWAYNE: This is all connected with
the question of what should or should nc:
be contained in the school books. I am simplz
quoting this one instance as Qhm\mg what
huppens. Furthermore, hon. members oppo-
sit+ have urged that children should be
brought up to abhor war. I have referred
io the Georgian war, waged by men holding
similur prieiples to hon. members opposite--
men who embrace the principles of Karl
Marx. I think the doctrines laid down by

Mr. Swayne.}
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hon. members opposite cannot be applied to
the war in Georgia, where all these atrocities
have been committed by the Red Soviet army.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! If the hon.
member does not obey my call to order, I
will ask him to resume his seat. I have
already called him to order twice on this
subject.

Mr. c‘\\'AY\E I wish to deal with another
matter which was raised by the leader ot
the Opposition—that of the competition of
schools by exhibits at shows. The attitude
of the Government indicates that they desire
there should be no healthy competition be-
tween schools and school ¢hildren—no emula-
tion of any kind. If the Sccretary for Public
Instruction is going to carry out that prin-
ciple, it will kill all spirit of competition and
cmulation betweon ourselves, and that will
simply mean stagnation. Without legitimate
cmulation and competition there can be no
progress—I think hon. members opposite will
acknowledge that. TFirst there will be stag-
nation, and then there will be retrogression.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLiIc WoORKS: What
would you do in our case?

Mr. SWAYNE: I think it indicates that
nhon. members opposite are afraid. It is really
the action of weaklings atraid of healthy
competition. It is carrying the matter to
that distinct conclusion when the Minister
will not allow children to compete amongst
themselves. The same stand is adopted by
hon. members opposite in connection with
industrial and factory life. It is a pernicious
doctrine, and must have an evil effect on the
community. These school exhibits afford a
splendid ovnportunity for the school child to
show his work.

My FARRELL: That shows you do not know
anything about it.

Mr. SWAYNE: It gives those concerned
an opportunity of comparing the "work of
different schools. T say all credit to those
who are able to show that through hard work
and abilitv they can hold their own with
others. It is a mistake to cut out these
competitions at the various shows.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): We have to
realise the age we live in. One of the
objections of the Opposition has been that
Marxian ideas should not be included in our
school books or school papers. I differ from
them on that point. We are not respon-
sible for the wars that have taken place
in the past, but we are going to be held
responsible for the wars that take place in
the future. When I say “we” I mecan the
people on this planct at the prosent time. I
would suggest to the Secretary for Public
Instruction that he give consideration to
the question of placing in the school papers
lessons telling th: children of the inventions
that have taken place and the discoveries
that have been made by science: that gases
have been discovered that can be dropped
from aecroplanes in the shape of bombs and
that will kill thousands and hundreds of
thousands of pcople—that will destroy cities,
we are to'd, and also destroy nations. Think
of it! We are living in an age whon the
inventive faculty of man has succeeded in
inventing machines to navigate the air and
to travel bencath the ocean. Then hon. mem
bers opposite say we are not in a position to
abolish war! I say we are in that position.
The hon. member for Queenton ref:rred to
the League of Nations. It is not a League
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of Nations. It is only a league of half the
naticns. It cannot be considered a League
of Nations until the two great nations of
Russia and Germany are includ:d. I was
very glad to hear the hon. member for
Queontou state that, if the Lrague of Nations.
failed in dealing with this nroblem we shall
have to fall back on a loaﬂuo of the peoples:
of the carth which is more important, it may
be, than a League of Nations.

During the debate many questions have beewr
raised as to what should go into the school

books, snd what should be kept out of the
schoql books. Reference has be:n made to
Russia, and I want to define my attitude

in regard to Russia. Ever since the Russian
Revclution took place I have said that the
Russian peo; nle should govirn themselves as
they think {it without the interference of any
outside nation.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. COLIINS: One of the first things that
the Soviet Government did was to establish
an sducational system.

The CITAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. COLLINS: I take it that I am in
order in comparing the educational systems
of other countries with our own educational
systam. During the rule of the Czars there
was very little education in Russia, and the
reason we have had to suffer all over the
world—I say all over the world advissdly—is
owing to -the fact that the masses of the
people were not educated. ¥veryone knows
that. According to_ the statistics supplied
from time to time illiteracy is very common
in the great United States of America to-day,
and the position of the masses in that country
is deplorabl2. That in one of the leading
nations of the world! TUnless we are going
to teach the young to do awav with this
terrible thing called war, what hope is there
for the future of mankind? If wc keep on
killing ¢ach other there is no hope at all.
Whatever justification there might have been
for war in the past, when the masses of the
people were in a state of illiteracy. when a
few people governed the world and dietated
what should be done and what should not be
done, there is no justification at present. We
are living in a new era, and it is true that we
require new men. I am one of those who
are not afraid to do pionecring work. This
debate has been very gratlfvmrr to me because
1 remeémber that during the last session of
Parliament only onc or two hon. members
spoke on this question, while to-dey hon. mem-
bers on both sides have discussd this question
of education. We have had a very interest-
ing speech from the hon. member for Wind-
sor—one of the most interesting delivered on
that side—which showed that he is not the
jingo that some of the hon. members oppo-
site are in regard to war. I give him credit
for it.

The CHAIRMAN : Ordor! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him under
the Standing Orders.

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood): I have
listened with interest to the speeches mude
on both sides of the Chamber this afternoon
in connection with the nquestion of giving
to the children of Queensland the education
which is best for their future welfare. I have
to congratulate the Department of Public
Tnstruction upon the advancement which has
been made in the work of education, as shown
by the increased expenditure, and also to
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congratulate the teachers who impart the
knowledge which most of the children acquire
during their school days.

I regret the statements which have been
made to-day in this Chamber regarding the
literature in the school papers supplied by
the department. Some hon. members have
condemned the stories which have appeared
in the school books and papers for the pur-
pose of imparting knowledge to the children
and inspiring them to go on in the right
divection. I feel that we are in a period
when it is necessary for us to do the very
best we can to instruct the children of Queens-
land as to the road they should follow in
the future. Some hon. members opposite, as
well as some on this side, have practically
condemned the matter which is contained in
the school reading books. What we have to
consider 1is whether it will be to the
advantage of the children of Queensland to
read the history of Great Britain as it 1s
given in the stories and articles in the school
papers, or whether it will be more advan-
tageous to them to have a thorough revision
of the literature in the school books.

So far as war is concerned, on which
subject the debate to-day has centred, I
am of opinion that it does not matter what
we teach our children, as, when they grow
older, they will form their own opinions as
to whether war is necessary or not. I believe
that all the scholars who attend the primary
and secondary schools and the TUniversity
will form their own opinion, when they get
to the requisite age, as to what the welfare
of the State demands. It does not matter
whether we attempt to teach the childrven that
war is not necessary, as the moment that one
person says to another ¢ You are a lar”’
war commences. (Laughter.) I am quite
satisfied that, regardless of what we may
place in our school literature, if one nation
should attack another—and particularly if a

nation should attack Australia—we would
all say war was necessary for our self-
preservation.

OrposiTioN MeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. COOPER: We are told that in the
past Great Britain has done this. Well, while
I believe that all the wars which Great
Britain has waged were not in the interests
of humanity, T believe that they were all in
the interests of the British Empire. We must
certainly admit that some of them were
unjustifiable from the point of view of the
other nation, bui until the whole of the
peoples of the world agree that war is
urnecessary and are prepared to say “ We
will settle cur differences by arbitration,” we
must teach our young people the necessity of
patriotism to their nation and the State to
which they belong. In Quecnsland, when the
South African war broke out, we had men of
all classes, all shades of political opinion, all
denominations, volunteering to fight for the
British Empire. Why? Because they believed
that, unless they tock up arms against an
aggressive nation. they were going to lose
something, The children of Queensland will
not benefit to any extent by anything we may
do to prevent them from hecoming patriotic.
After all, no nation can survive without
patriotism.

The SrecreTaARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
There is no suggestion of a lack of patriotism.

Mr. W. COOPER: I know that. If the
Minister will permit me to go on, T shall
outline the attitude which he has taken up.
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T am just as patriotic as any hon. member
in the Chamber, and I recalise the position
we oceupy. Australia is in an isolated posi-
tion. We have to depend upon Great Britain
or the British Empire as a whole for our
defence. I would like to ask any hon. mem-
ber whether, in the event of Japan attacking
Australia to-morrow, we would not have
every Australian, whatever his origin—
whether his parents were German, Italian,
English, Irish, or Scotch~—taking up arms to
fight the invader. I say without fear of
contradiction that we would. We have
quite near to us the black and yellow races—
the greatest menace the white races have tco
face to-day. to-morrow, or in the near future.
There are 350,000.000 Hindus up against the
white races, or up against British control.
There are 400,000,000 Chiramen whom
unscrupulous nations are instructing in the
Lest methods of warfare. We have to con-
sider the necessity for the survival of the
white races—there is not the slightesi doubi
about that—and, if we met a Japanese, a
Hindu, or a Chivaman on the street and
said, ‘“ Look here, Mr. Jap, or Mr. Hindu,
or Mr. Chinaman, we do not pelieve in war.
Let us play a game of football on the oval
down here in Brisbane,” wouldn’t he laugh?

At 5.25 p.m.,

The CHarrMaN left the chair, reported pro-
gress, and asked leave to sit again.

The resumption of the Committes was
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m,





