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[VOLUME 2 OF 1924.] 

THURSDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER, 1924. 

Tlw SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram, Jiarer.) 
took the• <"hair at 10 a.m. 

Ql'ESTIONS. 
SA:l!!'LE' TAt;:Ex FRmr LAXDER OIL Co:uPA:iY's 

BORE AT 0RALLO. 

. Mr. FRY (Euri/pu) asked the Secretary for 
!\line'~ 

·· In n•gard to the Lanclcl' Oil C01npany 
(An,tralial. T.imitcJ. and its first bore a.t 
Orailo~ 

(1.) Han• any samples bc•en taken, 
what \Ya:-: tlu~ quanrit.v analy:-::ed. if all:'\-"', 
Hnd the r:',~nlt of se" h analysis? 

12.) \Yltat \Yas the -date or dates when 
the· ~:...rnple~ vn.'re tak·~n? 

(3.'1 \\'el'e th•'Y taken under Govern~ 
Elt'Ilt :--Upl'l'Yision ':" 

Tlw SE( H.ETARY FOR 1\II:'\ES (lion. 
A. J. ,Jo.JP~, !)r{(ldinutoo) replied-

·' l, 2. CllHl 3. On 21st J <lnuary. 1924, 
.. ;tlnpl(·~ ohtainPd hy tht~ trcatn1ent 

of ..:;cuul on thu- n1ud flnid, ::~ubn1itted 
],.- t-he manage1· from about. 2.008 feet. 
coJL,,i~tPd of 83 pt>r cent. benzine or petrol 
and 10 pc·r C(~nt. lulw1cnting- oil. 

" On 7th Fdn·uar;;, 1924. iamplf's of 
ocnm on mud fluid from 2.100 feet were 
t ken he· tllP Deputy Chid Government 
C( oJogi..;;t, and ~~icldcd 1.23 p0r cent. to 
l.ii7 per c·Pnt. thick oil. 

" On 7th JYlarch, 1924. sample of "'mu 
on mud fluid from 2.140 f00t we,s taken 
b:v Deputy Chief Government Geologist. 

nd c if'ldcd 0.08 p0r cent. thick reddish­
brown Dil. 

'' In Jum'. 1924, samples from 2,630 feet 
"11d 2, 640 feet \Wre bottled hv the 
nHlnag·er, and \v·ere found to consist of 
50 per cent. ea rbon tetrachlorid0 solu­
tions of non-volatile oil similar to that 
]Jreviousl~· obtained from Orallo samples. 

"On 21st Jmw, 1924, sampk of scum 
on mud fluid \\·a, taken by the manager 
in t.he pre,;,•ncc of the DPputy Chief Go-

,-ernmcnt Geologist, and yielded 0.049 
per cent. oil. 

"On 21st June, 1924, sample of scum 
on mud fluid from 2,640 feet was taken 
by the Deputy Chief Government 
Geologist, and yielded 0.263 per cent. 
lig-ht-coloured waxy oil. 

" On 22nd June, 1924, sample of dried 
"'mn ou mud fluid from 2,640 feet was 
taken by the Deputy Chief Government 
Gcologiot, and yielded 0.195 per cent . 
Jight-colourcd \Vaxy oil.'' 

REQUE~T FHO.II Ruoox Conox GROWER~ FOR 
CO)lPEX~ ITIOX. 

::\Ir. CURSER (lJ'u"" tl) askNi the Sccre-
1 ary for A.griculture-

•· 1. 1-Ia~ l1e receiycd a request for coin­
P( nsa tlon frnn1 those cotton-gl{D\ver:;:. \vho 
destro,-cd their ratoon cotton in accord­
"""'' ;,·ith the proYisions uf the Cotton 
I]J(lnstrv Act of 1923? 

"2. \\'hat ratP per lb. ha,c been ad­
' Ullced lnT the Goven1n1cnt for ratoon 
cotton nof :-:o destrovf'd-rontrarv to the 
prm·i ions of that _\et, 9 -

'' 3. Doe- h" consickr it jnst or reason­
able thnt p,TO\Ycr;;; ~honld suffer serious 
danwu·p throng·h thP blundcrF1 of the Go .. 
YE'l'l1111('llt in thrir cotton legislation? 

"4. Ts it not inw that those who de­
... trovr·rl their ratoon cottDn aro in a \Vorse 
position th;;n thosP "·ho defict! the Go­
YC'rnnH•nt in ihis rf'garcl? 

'.' 5. On what gTounds does he justify 
hi~ rPfll~Rl to D1(•ct thE? demands of the 
ratoon gro\VL'l'R for con1pensai-ion ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \Y. :'\. Gillics, Xruham) replied~ 

" 1 to 5. It is not the practice in any 
part of the British Empire to compensate 
people for obeying· the laws, notwith­
:-:tanding that some pPrsons 111ay secure 
a benefit and esc<Lpc punishment b:v dis­
obeying them. It is not mv intention to 
a·~k the taxpayers, 1Yho arc now finding 
a 1argP ~tun to cnconrage cotton-grow·ing·, 
to pay rompensation as suggested h.v the 
honourable ~entlen1an.'' 
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MEETIKG~ OF l"xEJIPLOYEIJ A:>J> Ix:-lTRUCTIOxs 
TO POLICE. 

Mr. ROBERTS (Z.:r1.<l Toou:oombu) asked 
the Home Secretary-

" 1. Is he a ware that 1ne0ting~ of unenl­
JJloved are held at the LaboLn' Bureau 
C:·tch nlol·ning·, ·when there are anything· 
from 150 to 250 persons present'! 

.. 2. B;.- whose• direr·tions are the police 
in regular attendance at ~uch mccHngs. 
and lw n: t"pec-ial in~truction~ been giYen 
to thc~f' police un d.nty nt such rrwct­
ings ?'' 

The HO::.IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Jirwlit Jf oryrlll) replied_: 

"1. No. 
.. 2. It is the Lluty of the police to be 

pre::;~?nt .at gatht~rings of the nature men­
tion<:>d. ::\:o special instructions have 
bcPn giyeu to the police." 

ExPE:>DnuRE ox BARAL\BA-C'ASTLE GREEK RAIL­
WAY .lxD GoG.IxGo DE\'LITIOJ\. 

Mr .. PETERSO:'\ (Xrmnanby) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

. ' 1. \\'hat i;; the estimated cost of 
construction of the· Baralaba-Castle Creek 
Railway? 

"2. ·when do< s he expH1- this raihvay 
to lx· completed? 

.. 3. \Yhe.t amou!lt has been expended 
to 30th June last in connection vvith the 
Gogango dc,~iation -work·: 

.. 4. How many men \vt•r,o employed 
at the Gognngo Lle,-iation in May. 1923, 
and hmv many m, n were cmployPCl there 
on 30th June. 1924 ? 

.. 5. \Yhen i< thi, work Pxpected to be 
compleb·d ?" 

The SECREL-\RY FOH RAILYL'I.YS 
(HoiL ,J. LarcomlJe. !lr·z'l"!) leplied-

.. L £326.000. 

"2. It- dqwncls nprn the a.mouni of 
JnonC>v 1nacle available pach vear for the 
\YOrk_' . 

.. 3. £21.989. 

" 4. For i\fa v. 1923, 45 men : on 30th 
J tuw. 1924. 71 ·men. 

'' 5. See anS\YC'r to Nu. 2." 

\YIRELES~ Bno.U>r.I~TI:>G IX QFEE:>SL.\XJ>. 

Mr. MOORE (.-t,bi(!n/1) asked the Chief 
Secretary-

" 1. Has tht• Govcrnnwnt applied for 
or been granted a license for a \YirPlei3~ 
broadca:.ting station for Queensland '1 

'' 2. If so. in formulating any· wirE'­
Iess scheme. will hc endeavom· to have 
special con!-<idPration given to the require­
ments of people !i,-ing in country dis­
tricts w·here the ordinarv ne\YR. services, 
and recr<>ational facilitie's are lacking? " 

The PRE:v1TER (Hon. F.. G. Theo-rlore. 
Chil/r!(!Or) replied-

,, 1. The GoyernmC'nt has applied for 
a license for a v,-irPle~~ hroadca~ting· sta-
tion for Queensland. -

" 2. Yee. "o far as the Commonwealth 
TE'lPg-raphy HPgulation; will permit." 

"' G-oLDLx C'.\SKI""-'T ,. AXD ·· Bt~CKLY'::; CHANCE " 
SYx.urc.nE TICKET 

Mr. FRY (1\arilprr). vvithoLtt notice. a'ked 
the Hon. \Y. H. Banws-

" 1. Has his attention been dr.Lwll to 
the remarb of l\1r. 1\-. S. l\oble. in 
reply to the statemon1 made b_;- him? 

'' 2. 'Would lw furnish tlw House with 
parti-culars:" 

Hox. W. II. BAR:'\ES (lr!fnnum) replied­
" 1. -yP:). 

"2. In re[ll.'' to this question I will 
read a l<>tter I ha.-c received from :Mr. 
F. T. Albury-

" Ed\Yard strct·t. 
'' Charlo.-ille, 7th S-,ptember. 1924 . 

"To Mr. \Y. H. Barnr', M.L.A. 
"Dear Sir.-Ill reading the 'Daily 

l\lail ' I notiC'e your questions conceruing 
the adn1ini:::tration of the 'Golden c·a:::ket' 
re tran~11osing of nnn1ber, and such a 
ihing 1::: possible. It arouse::; a .su~picion 
that all is not fair ancl square with all the 
Governuwut ancl Pr~;;;;s super\"i:-ion. Any­
thing i~ likely to happen concerning the 
prizes . 

'' The reason I take the liberh- of writ­
ing to you is this: In c~skPt .No. 94 I 
had a ticket and caller! it ' Buddy'~ 
Chance.' 

.: On opening nlv paper I Aa\Y at thP 
head of tlH' cnlunm that • Buddy's 
Chance ' drP\Y secoucl prizP. I naturally 
thought that I would rea cl n1y na nH~ as 
the luckv ,, imH'r nf a £1.000. but I 
found a 'r.lrs. O'Reilh- \vas the fortunate 
person. Of cour·e. {t might han• bef'n 
a coincirlPncc that two pereolh' ''ould 
sc-k('t tlw :--;anlP nanlP for their iid~t'ts . 
l\Iy tickt•t was in the thirty-eig-ht thons­
amh. Mrs. O'Rei!lv',; in thP fiftY--l'H'll 
t-hOll"a!ld'-'. I3i:t if it is possible to' intlls­
pos<> tlw number for £50. it is possilJlL' to 
do thP same for a thousand. The t.ickd 
lmth shcJllld sho,,- if there• w :;.,; i wo 
' Buckl~ · s Chance ' syndicate3. 

"I would be pleasc•d if :-·ou could mak" 
inquirie-.. 

"Thanking· you for sanl(' . 
"I remain. 

"Yours faithfully. 
" (Sgd.) F. T. ALBURY." 

I lav on the tahle of the House the original 
letter and a copy. 

PAPER. 

The following- paper was laid on the Lt!Jle. 
and ordered to be pt·intccl:-

Forty-eighth Report of the Secretc,ry for 
Public Instruction for the yf'ar 1923. 

SVSPENSIOX OF STA:\DING ORDERS. 
POSTPOXE3IEKT OF PRIV.\TE ME,IBER';' 

BUS!KESS. 

Th., PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chilla.rrnr ). by lea Ye. "-ithout notice. moved-

" That so much of the Sessional Orrle,· 
of 30th July last bP suspenckd for this 
clay as to Pnahlc Supply to he takPn at 
the present sitting and private hu-iuess 
on Fridav. 19th imtant." 

Qu0::-tion p~1t and pa~sed. 
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SOUTH BRISBANE-KYOGLE-GRAFTON 
RAILWAY AGREEMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombc, K eppel): I beg to 
move-

" That the House will, this day, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole to 
consider of the desirableness of introduc­
ing a Bill to Approve, Ratify, and Con­
firm an Agreement made between the 
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of 
Australia and the Premiers of the States 
of New South Wales and Queensland, 
relating to the construction of the South 
Brisb<Lnc-Kyogle-Grafton Railway and 
for other incidental purposes." ' 

Question put and passed. 

CITY OF SOUTH BRISBANE IMPROVE­
MENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

HoK. M. J. KIRW AN (Brisbane): I beg 
to move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Rill to Authorise 
the Council <>f the Oitv nf South Brisbane 
to take Prop~rty for the purpose of 
Enlargmg, Extending, and Widening 
Roads and otherwise Improving the said 
City, and for other pLuposes, and for 
dealing with property so taken and for 
other purposes." 

Question put and passed. 

SOUTH BRISBANE-KYOGLE-GRAFTON 
RAILWAY AGREEME:NT BILL. 

lKITIATION IN CmiMITIEE. 

(Mr. Dunstan, Gyrnpie, one of the prmel 
of Temporary Chairmen. in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. L"'rcombe, I{ eppel): I beg to 
lYIOVe-

" That it is de,,irable that a Bill be 
introduced to approve, ratify, and confirm 
an agreement made between the Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth of Aus­
tralia and the Premiers of the State8 
of New ~outh Wales and Queens­
land. relatmg to the construction of 
the South Brisbane-Kyogle-Grafton Rail­
way, and for oUter incidental purposes." 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR::\fAN reported 
that the Committee had come to a resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READIKG. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, J:lcppel) presented the 
Bill, and moved-

" 'I'hat the Bill be now read a first 
time.'' 

Question put and passed. 

'.fhe second reading of the Bill w8~ made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

SUPPLY. 

REsu;IPTION OF CoMMITTEE-TENTH ALLOTTED 
DAY. 

(J£r. TJunstan, Gyrnpie, Temporary Chair­
man, in the chair. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

COTTON INDUSTRY. 

Question stated-
" That £16,314 be granted for ' Cotton 

Industry.' " 
on which the following amendment had been 
moved by Mr. Moore (Aubigny)-

" Thv.t the amount be reduced by £1." 

Mr. KERR (Enougera): I wish to support 
the amendment, pa.rticularly as a pr-otest 
against the methorls adopted by the Govern­
ment in administering the Cotton Industry 
Act which was pa"'ed last session. A point 
which requires ventilation in this Chamber 
is that the Government are still persisting 
i11 their policy of depreciating ratoon cotton. 
Although they have given way to a certain 
extent and now propose to lift the ban from 
ratoon cotton, they still maintain their 
position of depreciating the only possible 
cotton that can be grown with every success 
i1; Queensland to-day. 

Throughout the whole of the proceedings 
connected with the cotton indthtr:;- the 
Government have practised the policy of 
oppression and intimidation, and that policy 
has reacted on the cotton-growers of Queens­
land. One must remember chat the Cotton 
Industry Act itself is of a pernicious nature, 
and, when the measure went through this 
Chamber, members of the Opposition took 
the opportunity of pointing out to the Sec­
retary fm- Agricuiture what would be the 
result of such legislation. Those re;ults have 
come home to roost, yet to-day the Govern­
ment are still failing to do the right thing 
by the cotton farmer of Queensland. In 
addition to the inii,ial wrong, they are per­
petuating the evil, and refuse to compensate 
the men who carried out their unfortunate 
law. 'I'o put the position in a nutshell, 
certain legislation went through this Cham­
Ler, and certain farmers decided that they 
\\ould not carry out that legislation. The 
result is that they arc getting a price for the 
product that !hey grew unlawfully. On the 
other hand, the farmers who earned out the 
legislation are in a most unfortunate position 
to-day. Their renb are behind, and some 
have had to leave their properties, and 
probably will never get over the trouble, 
irrespective of the fact that the Governm<mt 
now propose to lift the ban. 

One man has been frequently mentioned, 
Mr. Daniel Jones, who has been unmercifully 
J:tandled by this Government. Yet that gentle­
man has done mo,re for the cotton industry 
and the cotton farmer of Qu,:onsland than 
has any other man in Australia. Fortunately, 
against adverso conditions. Mr. Daniel Jones 
has come out on top. He went to England 
as the representative of the rat<:>em cotton 
growers of Queenslnnd, and he has established 
a market for ratoon cottDn. In view of the 
excellent work performed by Mr. J ones, I 
think the Minister should not hesitate to give 
an underbking that in establishing a market 
for ratoon cotton in Englanrl-a work of 
r,ational importance-the Government will 
stand behind his efforts and pay all the 

Mr. [(err. i 
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expenses incnrred by him in finding a market 
for ratoon cotton. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: With other people's 
money. 

Mr. KERR: The Government have paid 
experts to visit England. Did they not pay 
the expenses to the British Empire Exhibi­
tion of the Secretary for Mines? All these 
expenses have to be borne by the rate­
payers, and, when it comes to this important 
matter of improving the cotton industry, why 
should not the Government pay the expenses 
of an expert? It is only a reasonable pro­
position. If the Minister refuses, it means a 
further liability to the growers who under­
took to pay the expenses of Mr. Daniel Jones. 
A man cannot travel over to England and 
visit the cotton manufacturing centres without 
incurring a lot of expense. Anyone can see 
that the relief which has been given to the 
c-otton-growers in connection with the growing 
of ratoon cotton in a number of instances 
has come too late. The farmers have had a 
very gruelling time indeed, and . we. have ~o 
·remember that they are only begmmng then 
battle. They havo the very large questions 
of ginning and marketing to over00me. 
These. two factors have to be tackled b,· the 
farmers themselvea, and that fight means a 
good deal of expense. I hope the Minister 
will take these two factors into consideration 
when dealing with this question. 

I understand th<tt last month a letter was 
sent from the Executive of the Central 
Queensland Cotton Growers' Union to the 
Department of Agriculture ancl Stock, which 
is very interesting to members of Parliament, 
and we are entitled to know the rpply sent. 
Rather than get th" reply by ~lefinite question 
in the House, the Minister might take the 
opportunity on these Estimates of reading 
the reply he sent in response to this letter, 
which reads-

" At a moetmg of m.v ex('cutiYe. hold 
on 12th instant. the following resolution 
was carried :-

' That the union point out to the 
Government the inequitable position 
forced upon {hese growers, who abided 
by the law and destroyed their ratoon 
crops, and demands that they be com­
pensated for the loss of their produc('.' 
" In forwarding this to you as directed, 

I have also to advise that the executive 
was guided in its consideration of !.he 
matter by the following:-

1. That growers had repeatedly asked 
for relief from the operations· of the 
ban during the prog-re,s of ono of the 
most severe droughts on record and 
this had bec"1 refused. 

2. The Government were warned that 
very considerable distress would inevit­
ably follow upon the insistence on the 
ban. 

3. The conditions governing· th(' 
partial remo' al of the ban recognised 
the principle of paying compensation 
to growers in respect of immatur,e 
cotton they would have to be compelled 
to destroy at the end of the time 
allowed for picking (16th June). 

4. The subsequent removal of the ban 
by the Government established the 
validity of the contention of growers 
that its imposition in the first instance 
was fundamentally wrong, and cal­
culated to inflict immeasurable damaooo 
and loss. o 

lMr. Kerr. 

5. The growers who benefit most as a 
net result of the imposition of the ban 
are those wh·:J defied the law when the 
Government ordered the eradication of 
all ratoon cotton. This is a most 
undesirable f(ature, which amounts to 
placing a premium upon law breaking. 

6. 'I'he union, in making this demand. 
is not asking for sympathy so much as 
for bare justice. 
" I have also to point O[lt that in many 

cases the operation of the ban resulted in 
growers getting in arrears with their land 
rents, and the Crown had in consequence 
inflicted the 10 per cent. penalty." 

The farmers are being attacked all ·round 
on this cotton question. They are unable to 
pay their rents, and generally they have an 
accumulation of liabilities through the 
administration of the Cotton Industry Act. 
The Government can at this stage collate 
information as to the crops which have been 

·deotroyed, and at least give those men who 
carried out the law an opportunity equal to 
that of the men who broke the law. I am 
r.ot making this request only on behalf of the 
fa;rmers in Central Queensland. because in 
my electorate the growers can produce 
1,000,000 lb. weight of cotton .annually, and 
the.v have had to destroy their crops. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Have they destroyed 
1,000,000 lb? 

Mr. KERR: vYhen the Hill was going 
through this House I pointed out that my 
electorate many years ago was capable of 
growing many thousand pounds weight of 
cotton, and to-day it is capable of growing 
1,000,000 lb. of cotton. 

Mr. HARTLEY: And now you want the 
Government to compensate them because they 
did not grow it? 

M-r. KERR: The' hon. member is talking 
through his hat as usual. I "ant those men 
who destroyed their crops to get compensa­
tion. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Did they destroy 1,000,000 lb. 
weight in your electorate? 

Mr. KERR : I am not asking for 
compensation for something that is unborn. 
I am asking for compensation for something 
that was born and killed by this Government. 

Mr. HYNES: The only cotton in your elec­
torate is in the mattn·,ses. 

Mr. KERR: Yes, and the only cotton I 
('an see is in the hon. member's head. The 
protest of the Opposition should be listened 
to on this occasion. vVe were denied a 
hearing in connection with the renewal of 
the loans in the old country, and we wer~ 
previously denied a hearing in connection 
with the ratoon cotton question. Perhaps 
the Government will not now deny us a hear­
ing in our desim to do the right thing. There 
is a clear-cui issue as to what should be done 
by an honest Government-that is, to com­
pensate those who carried out the law, and 
not give an advantage to those who broke 
the law. V\7 e are coming to an evil time 
unless the Governme>nt ar·e prepared to do 
the right thing, and there can be no doubt 
as to what is tho right thing to do in this 
regard. 

Mr. PEI'ERSON (Normanby): I would 
like to know from the Minister what he 
expects the result of this year's cotton crop 
will be. Last year he progno,ticated that we 
would have a crop worth £1,000,000. I do 
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not think we shall come anywhere near that 
mark. One of the reasons why w·e shall not 
come near it is owing to the legislation passecl 
last session, which has been most disastrous, 
not only to the finances of the State. but also 
to the settlers themselves. In a circular which 
I have received this morning from the Dawsun 
Valley Butter Factory, of which I happen to 
be a small shareholder, it is stated that, in 
view of the fact that large numbers of the 
cotton growers are going out of cotton 
growing and concentrating their attention on 
dairying. they expect to have a better year 
n"xt year than they had in the past year. 
There is a reason for that. At the beginning­
of the cotton campaign a good many people 
were desirous of going on the land to grow 
cotton. They were led to believe that they 
were going to make fortunes in a very short 
space of time. Unfortunately a certain set 
of circumstances has compelled the settlers 
to reconsider their position, and instead of 
the Minister being able to show that we are 
going to have an increased acreage under 
cultivation and a bigger yield in the coming 
eeason. we are going to have a smaller yiel,J 
than there was last year. I am very sorry 
for that. because like other hon. members 
I have heen hoping that Queensland would 
become pre-eminent as a cotton-growing State, 
and that the cotton industry would put even 
the pastoral industry into the shade. In 
anowering a question this morning the Secre­
tary for Agriculture said that the fact that 
the general public were called upon to pay a 
subsidy to the cotton growers was the reason 
why the Government could not pay com­
ponsa tion to those who had obeyed the law. 
Probably if we were working on broad com­
mon-sense lines that argument would stand, 
but here is the position : The Government 
last se,sion pa,sed a law, under which certain 
penalties were inflicted on settlers who dis­
obeye.d the law. We find from a report in 
the "Courier " of 16th April last that the 
:Secretary for Agriculture made this state­
ment-

" The Cabinet upon full consideration, 
and particularly in view of the serious 
outbreak of the pink boil worm in this 
State, has decided to enforce the law con·· 
()erning ratcon cotton, and to insist on 
the imme·diate destruction of all ratoon 
and stand-over cotton bushes. Action will 
be tak'n to give effect to this decision." 

Quite a large number of settlers went by 
this statement of the Minister, and in view 
of the threat that it contained, they deliber· 
ately destroyed their ratoon crops, and in 
doing so obeyed the law. It has been held 
out here that it is no special virtue to obey 
the law, but it soems to be a virtue to disobev 
it in this way-that provision is being made 
to take over the ratoon cotton crops of those 
who disobeved the law. There is no intention 
on the pa1;t of the Govemment to stand by 
those selectors who obeved the law. What 
a pass we have come to .. ! Quite apart from 
party turmoil, bitterness, or personalities we 
can fairly appeal to the Minister and the 
Government at this juncture to give theso 
settlers a fair and square go. \V e are ask in,~· 
for nothing out of the way, yet we are told 
-that these people cannot h·: compensated 
because the rest of the State has subscribed 
to the subsidy. Are the cotton growers the 
only people who receive ·subsidies? For 
example, has not the Mount Morgan Gold 
Mining Company been subsidi~ed? Has not 
Chillagoe been subsidisE>d? Have we not an 

Unemployment Insurance Fund which is sub­
sidised by the Government? (Government 
interruption.) If any industry or any set of 
men ought to he suhsidis~d. it is these men 
who go out into the backhlocks to live in 
bark huts and kerosene-tin shanties under the 
conditions that we know they face. Nevec· 
theless ther·e are men on the other side who 
pose as Labour men who deliberately support 
a Government who haye deprived those 
workers of the means of ·earning a living. 
All I can say is that these settlers will never 
forget the trying twelve months through 
which they have gone-trying as a '"'"'ult of 
the action of the Government. Boiled clown, 

what are the fads? 'They are 
[10.30 a.m.] that these men obeyed the law 

and that another set of men 
disobeyed the law; and those who dis·obeyed 
it are to be partly compensated whilst those 
who stood by the Minister and observed his 
law are told that they have been sponging 
on the State, and that they have been sub­
sidised, and they are to get nothing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vho do 
you say used the word " sponging " ? 

Mr. PETERSON: I do not say that any· 
body has used the '1\"0rd, but the fact remains 
that the hint about subsidv has been so strong 
that the suggestion is that these farmers have 
bePn practically bolstered up by the Govern­
ment. The Minister knows as well as I do 
that that charge cannot be lovelled against 
them, because they have had to put up with 
a considerable amount of trouble in the pro­
duction of the crop. 

Ono other reason why I ur"e on the Minis­
ter the necessity for ;eriously reconsidering 
his decision is a letter which was published 
in the "Courier" of 26th April last. Mr. 
Daniel J ones had left Queensland en route 
to England, and after making in~estigations 
in the Southern States he wrote tlus, amongst 
other things-

" 'With regard to the markets for ratoon 
cotton, my investigations in the Soulh 
conclusiYely proYe that had growers the 
ability to place their ra to on cotton on 
the Australian market--" 

Mark you, not the English market-
" all now in Queensland could be sold 
at a good profit, equal to that paid for 
annual. The New South \Vales spinners~ 
Messrs. Bond, Limited-who at present 
have two large cotton mills in operation, 
and are still adding to their spinning 
capacity, are well satisfied with Queens­
land-grown ratoon cotton after tests in 
their own mills. A Hobart woollen manu­
facturing company mentioned that it ~ad 
failed to get a supply of China or Ind1an 
cotton, and is negotiating with English 
dealers for the article. Recent Press 
reports mention that a large cargo of 
cotton is due to arrive from oversea 
shortly. This is a significant commentary 
on the situation, viz., that on the one 
hand ratoon cotton in Queensland is being 
destroyed, due to supposed inferiority 
and non-legal tender, when we are 
importing for our Commonwealth cotton 
n1anufacturing industries an inferior 
article, for which spinners arc compelled 
to pay ~3 muc~ or n1ore than our gr~;":ers 
expect for then- ratoon-grown crops. 

That is a statement which has not been 
chalJ.enged, and it shows conclusively that, 
had the growers been allowed to sell their 

111r. Peterson.] 
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ra toon cotton as they have asked to be per­
mitted to do over and ov-er again during the 
past twelve months, thev need not have dis­
posed of it in England or in any other part 
of the world, but could have disposed of it 
in our own Commonwertlth of Australia. 
The Minister visited Melbourne and tooi< 
part in the Cotton Conference, where no 
doubt he v, as able to hear some splendid 
arguments pro and con on the ratoon cotton 
que,tion. Ons paragraph in the report of 
the prDcoedings of that conference which 
struck me forcibly was the report of a speech 
bv a gentleman who is directly cono"rnod in 
the industry in Australia-Mr. Bond. Ho is 
not a shareholder in the British-Au,tralian 
Cotton Growers' Association, nor is he inter­
ested in Lancashire spinning. H<: is directly 
interested in a huge industry in New South 
Wales, known as Bond and Company, Limited. 
I quote from the "Courier" of Friday, 5th 
September, 1924, to show that his spinners 
could not tell the difference between ratoon 
and annual cotton-

." Mr. Bond (of Bond and Company, 
L1m1t .d, Sydney) spoke fayourably of 
ratoon cotton,--" 

Mr. HARTLEY: Ho would not purchase it 
when this Government offered it to him. 

Mr. PETERSON: 
"and gave instanCes where spinners em­
ployed by his own firm "ere unable to 
distinguish between ratoon and annual 
cottons, or even between ratoon and ' A ' 
grade annuals." 

The spinners who ran the cotton through 
the machmes could not tell the difference 
between plant and ratoon cotton. It is' not 
a _questiDn for the indivi-dual, but what the 
spmners fin<! when spinning the cotton. Mr. 
Bond's evidence ought to be worth something. 
All along he has been in favour of ratoon­
grown CDtton, and therefore I contend that 
the case on behalf of the ratoonists is un­
answerable, and that they should be cDmpen­
satecl for the ·destruction of their ratoon 
cotton. Mr. Bond is further reported to 
have said--

" His firm last year bought 400,000 lb. 
of ratoon cotton from New Caledonia .. " 

J':'et_imagine this firn: of Bond and Company, 
Lrm1ted, operatmg m Australia, .and being 
compelled to go to New Caledonia to buy 
400,000 lb. of ratoon cotton, when we had it 
here rotting in the fields of Ql.!eensland, and 
the settlers were sorely in need of money to 
pay their grocers and their but-chers! You 
need not take my word for it; those are Mr. 
Bon,d's own words on that particular matter, 
and what he says rs absolut-ely true. He is 
further reported to have said-

" His firm last year bought 400,000 lb. 
of rdoon cotton from New Caledonia and 
found it rather better than A Grade.' He 
had been unable to discover that it was 
particularly subject t<J attacks from insect 
pests." 

Mr. Dond has several large areas of cotton 
under cultivation in my electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 'What 
variety? 

Jliir. PETERSON: He did not stipnlate the 
variety, neither did the hon. gentleman 
stipulat-e any variety when he remDved the 
ban on ra to on cotton. This is a new stunt 
now-" 'Nhat variety?". The hon. gentle­
man knows pPrfedly well that, because of the 
shortage of Durango seed, the farmers have 

[Mr. Peterson. 

not been able to obtain the proper seed and' 
thus grow the proper cotton. Inferior seed: 
has been supplied-seed from draughty crops, 
and pinched eeed that had gone through the· 
gin and had thea been sent to the farmer. 
How were they to grow first-class cotton 
under those circumstances? It was impos­
,.ible. The genesis of the whole trouble, if 
there was any trouble, is that the pro-ducers 
hrtve not been supplied with the proper class 
of seed. 

The SECRJ:T.\RY FOR AGRICULTT.:RE: Where do· 
you suggest we should have got the seed? 

JI!Ir. PETERSON: I am not arguing that 
the hon. gentleman should have got the· 
seed when he could not get it. He cannot 
make tl1e seed when he cannot get it; but 
do not blame the settlers and charge them 
with being dirty farmers, idlers, and 
loafers, when they cannot g-et good seed, like 
some hon. gentfeman has clone. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Who said that? 
Mr. PETERSON: If the hon. gentleman 

will look up " Hansard," he will ascertain 
who said it. 

Mr. HARTLEY : I did not say that. 
Mr. PETER SON: I do not knmv whether 

the hon. gentleman altered it, but I heard' 
him say it. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I say it is untrue. 
Mr. PE'l'ERSON: If the hon. gentleman 

will come into the library, I will show 
where he referrecl to the settlers as " lazy 
farmers." Is that sufficient for the hon. 
gentleman? 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is different from saying 
that they are "dirty farmers." 

Mr. PETERSON: The hon. gentleman 
called them "slovenly farmers." What is 
the difference between "slDvenly" and' 
"dirty"? I would like some enlightenment 
on that point. I do not wish to weary the 
Committee any fmther beyond saying that it 
cannot be disputed that those who have sup­
ported ihe ratoo:r:;ists have made out a goo-d 
case. When wH were told that ratoon 
cotton was not legal tender we were 
thrown on our own resources to prove· 
that it was. We received no assistance 
frDm the Government in our endeavour to 
prove it, but we have proved that ratoon 
cotton is legal tender, consequently the 
ratoonists have succeeded on both issues, and 
in any ordinary court of law costs would 
bfl g·iven in favour of the plaintiff on the 
whole question, and I now ask the Govern­
ment to grant costs or compensation to the· 
rrrower~=:: 

"' OPPO~~TION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I am certainly 
going to support the amendment moved by 
the Leader of the Opposition. I contend that 
the actions of the Government have been 
responsible for a setback for a numl?e:· of 
years in the cotton industry. The Jliiuns_ter 
now is attempting to hide his errors behmd 
quite a lot of excuses, but he has not been 
able to convince one grower that the Govern­
mE>nt hRve not been guilty, not only. of a 
serious wrong, but of taking the a dv1ce of 
evervbody else but the grower. The case 
of everybody but the grower in c~nnection 
with the cotton industry has reccn~cd tho 
consideration of the Secretary for Agnculturfr 
and the Government. If there is one thing­
that Labour pr<•tends to be proud of in 
connection with the induBtrial movement 
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throughout Australia, it is that they recog­
nise that those in the industry should have 
som<> say in its control. The history of the 
hon. gentleman is that he has collected evi­
·dence from <>very point of view which tended 
:to place a ban on the growth of ratoon 
<'Ottnn [,1 tbe d<>triment of the grower, but 
he did not collect any evidence with regard 
to its value or the market for it. To-day I 
asked the Secretary for Agriculture some 
questions with regard to the industry which 
he evaded. I want to know if he had been 
approached, and·, if so, what amount of con­
eidcration had been given to those people who 
had been los<>rs owing to the action of the 
Government, what he proposed to do. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You 
wanted wme general information. 

:M:r. CORSER: I wanted some information, 
and that is one thing hon. members cannot get 
from the hon. gentleman. 

The SECRETARY EUR AuR!CULTURE: There is 
nothing thnt you stand more in need of. 

Mr. CORSER: There is nothing that 
the hon. gentleman ne<eds more, because 
for the who:e of the year he and his agents 
have access to the Press. He places his name 
-on ev0ry report and statement in an en­
deavour to frame a case and to paint the 
picture in accordance with his political 
ideals in his determination to place the ban 
on ratoon cotton against the wishes and 
interest; of the grr•wers. The hon. gentleman 
has_ accecs to the Press thron~hout th<> year, 
and, when we come here and ask for infor­
mation, what does he say? In answer to my 
.question this morning he said it "as not the 
practJcp in any part of the British Empire 
to compensate people for obeying the laws. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIClJLTlJRE: That is 
quite true. You cannot ctate a case where 
that is not so. 

Mr. CORSER: That is not the question. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTlJRE: It is the 

.qu2btion. 

Mr. CORSER: In every part of the British 
Ernpiro as \Yell as in our own State, when~ 
ever people are compelled to de,tro:; stock 
.or property of value it is recognised as a 
sound constitutional principle that compensa­
tion should be paid. If the Government 
or their experts enter a dairy farm in an 
-endca vour to find out whether pests or 
-d i:eases exiot the re and have to kill any 
beasts that are found to be diseased, compen­
sation is always paid if those beasts are 
valuable. · 

OPPOSITION 11E}IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

:Mr. CURSER: Our own laws in regard to 
the c_otton industry provide that, if pests 
are drscovered on a farm and the destruction 
.of the crop is ordered, compensaticn must bs 
paid. llcrc \~.ro have a valuable product­
a product that the world requires-and the 
Mini .. tcr, again,t the desires and prote>ts 
o£ the growers, places a ban upon and orders 
the de tru · tion of all ra to on cotton under a 
wnalty of a fine of £1,000 or imprisonment. 
The Mini,tcr has now to admit that ratoon 
cott.ou is a commodity of value and that it 
is marketable. We find al··o that there are 
people who arc prepared to purchase it: 
and, when the people who were compelled 
t-o dutroy this product of value ask the Mini­
ster for some compensation, he practically 
refuses to grant it. He has not the political 
'bigness to give a direct answer, but says 

that people in the British Empire are not 
compensat"d for obeying the la\\s, notwith­
standing the fact that some persons may 
secure a benefit and escape punishment by 
disobeying the law. He added that it was 
not his intention to ask the taxpayers who 
were now finding a large sum of money 
to encourage cotton growing to pay com­
pensation as I suggest<>d. That suggbtion 
was not mine; it was the sug·gcstion of the 
growers in the State. This is the first occa­
sion that the Minister has recognised the 
taxpayer. He himself has taken all the 
credit' of the cotton guarantee when he knew 
that, if a guarantee has to be paid at all, 
the peonle of Australia who receive benefit 
by encouraging the growth of cotton are 
called upon to pay it under an agreement 
between the Federal Government and the 
States. 

Mr. GLEDSON : The Federal agreement 
W>ts a bit be1atcd. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!Cl:LTl:RE: "What 
was your father doing there? 

Mr. OORSER: He advocated ratoon, and 
fought for ratoon. He has been a big 
battler for the settlers of Queensland in 
breaking down these enemies of the farmer­
the Secretary for Agriculture and th,, Go­
vernment behind that :Minister in this matter. 

So bitter was the Secr2tarv for Agricul­
ture that when, Doctor Bancroft, an eniment 
scientist, in my own district, propagated 
certain l1ybrid cottons and sent specimens 
to the Department of Agriculture and Stock 
to discover their value, he met with disfa;-our 
at the hands of this Gu;-crnment. The 
Hockhampton " Morning Bulletin" of 19th 
July, 1924, states-

" i'iome time ago, Doctor T. L. Ban­
croft, of Eidsvold, furnished supplies 
of hybrid cottons bred by cro~sing 
Eureka and Durango, Durrtngo and 
Eygptian, and Sea Island and Durango, 
to the Queensland Department of Agri­
cultm·e, together with an article out­
lining his vie,\·s on the problem of 
breeding and establishing a cotto:r in 
Queensland that would be acclimatised 
to our conditions. and therefore more 
likely to withstand them than would 
the importee! varieties. ·He also intimated 
that it was his intention to distribute seed 
from the plants among the Agricultural 
Departments of Australia and also the 
Institute of Science and Industry, and 
requested that the paper be printed in 
the ' Agricultural Journal.' 'l'he article 
was returned to him as also were the 
samples, with the intimation that the 
department does not fuvour cross-breed­
ing of cotton ! . . . 

" Doctor Bancroft then sent both the 
article and the samples to the editor of 
' The Cotton Farmer and Dairyman' 
(Captain F. Rhodes) explaining the 
position, who at once sent the samples 
to the Imperial Institute, South Ken­
sington, London." 

Th0 Imperial Institute examined the samples, 
determined their commercial value, and 
rendered a satisfactory report. Thev did 
n_ot make any charge for the investiga­
iron. 

:rhat Ir;stitnto pro;-ed the great value of 
thrs hybrrd cotton and charged nothinor for 
tho research involved. Hon. members" will 
notice the difference between the action of 

JY1 r. 0 orser.1 
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the two bodies, and the desire on the part 
of the Roval Colonial Institute to assi"t 
the cotton Industry. 

When the Secretary for Agriculture 
appealed for advice on the cotton question 
the Central Queensland District Council 
placed their, case before the hon. gentleman. 
I shall read a copy of their minute-

" This District Council places on 
record its protest against the decision of 
the GoYernment to legislate against the 
1·atooning of cotto11 under systematic 
method, as we hold the view that the 
demand for such legislation is by 
restricted interests, and is not conducive 
to the expansion of an industry which, 
given sympathetic administration, gives 
promise of becoming magnified by its 
Empire importance." 

To show how narrow the Secretary for Agri­
culture was and how bitter he was against 
rdoon cotton, these Central Queensland 
growers placed this in their minute-

" Further, this District Council, from 
a close observation of the facts leading 
up to this decision and having regard 
to the report of its representat.ives 
attending the conference on the 15th 
August, 1923, embracing comments on 
the conduct or the Minister for Agri· 
culture and the Director of the Council 
of Agriculture thereat, is of opinion that, 
for reasons appended hereto, a Royal 
Commission of Inquiry is desirable and-

1. Despite the weight of evidence 
clearly favouring ratooning the 
interests of the farmers of Queensland 
haYe been sacrificed in the interests 
of a dictatorial combine." 

The unfortunate thing about the whole of 
this ratoon business was the determination 
of the P.ecretary for Agriculture, when col­
lecting his information, to be led bv Mr. 
Crompton VVood, and the hon. gentleman's 
strong antagonism towards the ratoon cottoa 
growers of the State. That is what we 
complain about. I have here a letter from 
a cotton-grower regarding this phase. The 
Secretary for Agriculture stated yest8rda'' 
that two or three days ago JIIIe,srs. Bond 
ar;d Company made a statement--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do not 
misquote me. I did not sav two or three 
clays ago. I said I asked the question at 
the conference recently. 

Mr. CORSER: In Melbourne recently the 
Mm1ster had an opportunity of inspecting 
the arguments and of questioning Bond and 
Company. Why did he not take it on then? 
In July last the State Governor of New 
South \V les attended a dinner which was 
given after an inspection of the hosierv 
factory of i\Iessrs. Bond and Company, and 
after the ·dmner Mr. ,J. T. N. ConoYer, 
director of the company. said-

" They spun their own cotton, but 
regretted they could not buy Australian 
grown cotton. He thought there must 
be .some agreement between the Aus­
tralian Cotton Growers' Association and 
the English buyers, through which thev 
were charged more than the market pric'e 
at Liverpool. They had at least to 
guarantee a price as high as that in 
LiYerpool." 

For ratoon cotton! 'What did the grower 
get? According to an advertisement of the 
Queensland Government published in the 
"Australian Cotton Grower," printed in 

[Mr. Corser. 

Sydney, the grower received from 2d. to 3d. 
per lb. for ratoon cotton. The Queensland 
Government placed with McDonnell and East, 
Limited, Brisbane, an amount of that cotton, 
represented by them to be condemned cotton 
and which they claimed was not legal tender. 
Mr. Daniel Jones secured an amount of this 
cotton-this cotton which was condemned by 
the Government as not being legal tender and 
as being valueless and for which the farmer 
was receiving from 2d. to 3d. per lb.-placed it 
amongst buyers in Great Britain, and 
secured a very good report to the effect 
that this ratoon cotton was a desirable and 
marketable quality, which proves conclusively 
that the growers who received from 2d. a lb. 
to 3d. a lb. for the cotton sold by the­
Government to McDonnell and East, Limited, 
were entitled to a far higher price. This 
amendment has reference to the unfortunate 
individual who was not allowed to get his 
3d.-was not allowed to get even his 2d.­
for this cotton. Take as an instance the 
experience of Mr. McConnell, who grew 
cotton in the Burnett electorate to the extent 
of 1,000 acres a year for two years. 

Mr. DASH: Under the share-farming 
system. 

Mr. CORSER: It was under a system in 
which he spent more money than he got out 
of it and paid wages all along. He had a 
very good crop of ratoon cotton, and he wa& 
told that he would haYe to destroy it. He 
therefore turned his cattle into the ratoon 
cotton and his 1,000 acres of seed cotton did 
not produce a crop that paid him. I have 
here a letter from a farmer which proves 
absolutely the correctness of the statements 
made by members of the Opposition to-day. 
This letter, which is dated 13th September, 
1924, says-

" Cannot something be done to ventilate 
this grievance of the cotton-grower in 
regard to the ignoring of their claim& 
for compensation for property-in the 
shape of a cotton crop-de"troyed by 
order of the Government-an order which 
is row tacitly admitted to have been a 
departmental blunder. 

" Growers in 1923 were possessed of 
plantations of cotton plants, well estab­
lished in the ground and perfectly 
healthy. 

"PlaFts which would have borne a 
good crop of sound commercial cotton, the 
proceeds of the sale of which would 
hav.; given the owner sufficient money to 
provide food and clothing for himself 
and family and other necessa'y expenses. 
And now, owing to the small return 
from the 1924 annual crop, there are 
hundreds of us as hard up as ever man 
was in the world." 

A GovERN~IENT MntBER: That is funny. 

Mr. CORSER: It is not funny; it is 
serious. It is a tragedy, and the position is 
brought about by the Government. \Ve told 
the Minister what would happen. Wo 
pointed out the mistake he was makiilg. 

"And we are brought to this distress· 
ing state of poverty by the Government of 
our State, which under threat of fine or 
imprisonment forced us to destroy that 
of our property which was of vital value. 

" It hardly seems possible that any 
Ministry could be guilty of a crime of 
this description, and treat those on whom 
they have forced calamity with such 
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utter disregard and callousness. We are 
all intently watching and hoping for 
relief, and each Press report of the pro 
cedure of the State Parliament is ea.gerly 
scaroned. But so far we have watched 
and hoped in vain. Unfortunately this 
blundering edict will have a farther 
reaching effect than is generally thought, 
because, owing to the grower being 
without capita.!, he is unable to employ 
labour, and consequently will not be 
able to plant as much annual cotton as 
he would have done under more favour­
able. circumstances. 

" May I ask you to try and do some­
thing to alleviate this distress amongst 
gr<nvers, through no fault of their own. 

" I am making this request to you be­
cause of the admirable stand you always 
take for the man on the land, and for 
which we farmers are extremely grateful. 

" I am enclosing a cutting from the 
' Cotton Farmer ana Dairyman,' which 
explains the position very clearly. 

" I am also enclosing a brief statement 
of 1ny own case." 

Mr. HARTLEY: Who signed that? 

Mr. CORSER: A cotton-growe1· signed it. 
I will put the letter on the table, but I am 
not going to mention a person's name without 
his request. 
~r. HARTLEY: \Vas ~t written m the 

" Courier " office 7 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is that 

an anonymous letter? 

Mr. CORSER: It is not an anonymous 
letter; it is signed by a cotton-grower. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTT:RE: You must 
lay it on the table. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman must 
not say " must;" I have alreadv said that 
I would lay it on the table, but I am not 
going to give a man's name without being 
requested by him to do so. I am prepared 
to place on the table any evidence which I 
use, but that is what the Minister cannot do 
to prove his statements. Hero is something 
1nore-

" How THE AcT HAS AFFECTED ME. 
" At the end of 1923 harvest, I had 64 

dcres of growing plants, 44 acres of which 
were on a now burn. The felling of the 
scrub had cost £66. The remaining 20 
acres had cost £1 per acre for plough­
ing-a total outlay of £86. 

,. The cost of seed planting and subse­
quent cultivation would be additional to 
this. 

" The net sum received for cotton 
harvested from the above acreage-owing 
to bad season-was £135. 

" These 64 acres wore destroyed in 
obedience to the law, and a further 
57 acres were prepared and planted three 
times, and from this area I have now 
harvested three bales of cotton, value 
£23. 

" This is my total income for a year's 
absclute hard work; in fact, the period 
is longer, as I shall not get anything 
mol"' until January, 1925, at least, and I 
'tarted preparations for present crop in 
July, 1923." 

The bell indicated that the first portion of 
the hon. member's time allowed under the 
:Standing Orders had expired. 

:Mr. CORSER: I will take the balance of 
my time later on. 

[11 a.m.] 

Mr. CARTER (Port C11rtis): Although 
many people have studied the question and 
tt·ied to realise the importance of the cotton 
industry to the State, it is very difficult for 
those who ha Ye not traversed our various 
cotton-growing areas t<l realise the great 
importance the industry will be to the State. 
I look forward to the cotton industry being 
thP greatest primary asset of the State of 
Queensland in the future. My ardm1r is not 
at all damped by the difficulties which have 
attended the production of cotton in Quene>· 
la.nd. The cotton industry is in its infancy,. 
and the growing of cotton is something we 
have to learn all about. I recollect the 
trouble which the growers of sugar had td 
establish that industry, and I believe the 
State will never repay the debt of grati­
tude which it owes to some of those who 
went into the sugar industry [tnd helped to 
establish it. The same thing may be said 
of cotton. I think it will become a verv 
great industry, and therefore I consider that 
the Government were on very safe ground 
when they set out to try to establish it on 
sound lines. I am not out of sympathy with 
the man who wants to grow ratoon cotton. 
because I have watched the industry for 
three or four years, and I think that the 
man who asked for the right to ratoon his 
cotton on safeguarded lines was taking a 
srmnd stand and knew what he was talking 
about. 

Mr. EnwARDS: Why did you say he should 
not be allowed to ratoon it ? 

Mr. CARTER: I have never said so. 
However, I am prepared to ta.ke my share 
of J'esponsibility for the Act, although 
I hold those views personally. \Vhat I do 
deplore is that influences outside and inside 
this Chamber should use this question for 
party political purposes and try to create 
an impression in the minds of the people 
that the Government are insincere. 

An 0PPOSITIO;-( MEJ\IBER: There is no doubt 
about it. 

Mr. CARTER: There is no doubt that thev 
were sincere in endeavouring to establish the 
industry and in bringing in the Bill which 
they· believed nece,sary for that purpose. 

An OPPOSITION JVlE~IBER: That is not a very 
sound stand. 

Mr. CARTER: My stand is quite sound 
I can sympathise with the attitude of hon. 
members opposite who represent cotton-grow­
ing areas, and who, having hca.rd the com­
plaint of the farmers and the reasons why 
they should be allowed to ratoon, get up 
from pure motives and make rewarks in 
favour of ratooning; but I have no sympathv 
with gentlemen both inside and outside tho 
Chamber who try to create a wrong impres­
sion in the minds of the public, and who have 
never been interested in the industry a.nd who 
have never grown or are likely to g-row as 
much cotton as would satisfactorilv nlug the 
ears of a mosquito. Nobody in thi~ Cham­
ber admires Mr. Daniel ,Jones a.nd the; 
efforts he has made to e'hblish the indus­
try more than J do. He has been the 
Yeteran of the industry, and the State can 
never repay the debt of gratitude it O'Tes to 
him. But, although I believe that ho does 
know something of the growing of cotton, 
I am satisfied tha.t he did not know all about 

frlr. Carter.] 
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the value of cotton for manufacturing pur­
poses, because as late as 1920 he not only 
proposed to ratoon cotton but also proposed 
to establish tree cotton in between the Sea 
Hill and other varieties of plant cotton. 
He suggested that cotton should be planted 
a,nd grown as ratoons for two or three years, 
when the tree cotton could come into use 
and the plants be grubbed oPt., I know 
that I am not saying anything derogatory to 
Mr. Jones in saying that. and I thought it 
was a wise mggcstion at that time. :vet any­
body in this Chamber who has advoca.ted 
t,he growing of tree cotton knows that it is 
not a wise proposition. 

Mr. CORSER: I have .some with me w,hich 
was grown on bushes seventeen years old, and 
which are still good. 

Mr. CARTER: I am quire prepared to 
admit that the so-called cotton expert·, may 
ha.ve a great deal cf knowledge of the growiPg 
of cotton outside this continent under entirely 
different climatic conditions, but that remark 
m"'y have applied a,lso to sugar experts. 
Sugar-growers in other countries mir,-ht haYc 
been quite unsucccosful under our conditions 
.1nd in our climate, and although am not pre­
pared to accept the cotton expert at his own 
valuation, I am prepared to giye him th<' 
crodit of knowing something about it in the 
place he came from. But I do think it ;, 
possible for experts from somewhere else to 
mislead the growers here. I have know11 some 
experts in my district tell the hrmers to 
plant close and other experts have told 
them to plant wide apart. \Y c have to 
realise that the plant has to be grown in 
this State according to the sca,on of the 
vear. If we have a dry season, we ought to 
plant as much as possible on more fertile 
or fruitful soil, and then we may plant 
close. If we arc sure of a wet season, we 
can plant on actual sand and wide apart. 
so that the experts are not on sound ground 
when they lay down general rules. I bc­
liel·e .that the .Government were actuated by 
the hig-h2st and best of motives when they 
brought in the Bill-with the prO\·isions of 
which I did not entirely agree-and the very 
fact that it is propose·d to amend that mea­
sure of last year t.o permit of ratooning is 
in itself evidence that with more experience 
their opinion has changed. 

A great deal has bcC'n said about the ,com­
pensation of gTowcrs of ratoon cotton. I re­
present a cotton-growing area the same· as 
some hon. members on the other side of 
the Chamber. In my district there has been 
no trouble about ratoon cotton. because it 
is not a bmning political quc·.tion. It is 
true that Captain Rhodes, who never grPw 
an inch of cotton in his life, and another 
gentleman from the Rockhampton Chambe;· 
of Commerce came into my district and tried 
to create some trouble. 

Mr. KELSO: He uses his common sen'·C. 
Mr. CARTER: Evidentlv his brand of 

common sense is similar to that of the hon. 
member for Nundab-not of much general 
value. (Opposition interruption.) Howevn, 
the·' people came into my district and were 
laughed cut of it by the farmers, with the 
exception of one or two who, as cotton­
growers, are the joke of the district. I havG 
rec<>ived only two r·equests to approach the 
:Minister asking for compensation for farmers 
for having ~rubbed out their plants. I do 
not think that any common-sense man can 
in dead earnest ask that somebody should be 
compensated for obeying the law. We might 
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as well say that in the dairying industry a 
farmer who persisted in milking his cow.; 
in a dirtv yard, or separating his cream 
in a dirty separating house, or carrying his 
cream in dirty cans to the mark0t should be 
compensated bocause he loses therebY. The 
dairying industry is hedged round with ail 
sorts of restrictions because it is the desire 
of the Governmeut to put on the market 
a clean wholesome butter a,nd to increase 
the value of tl1e Queensland product. 
That is the object of hedging round the 
dairying industry with all kinds of re­
strictions-more restrictions than are thrown 
round the cotton industry. We realise the 
necec.sity for sa£ guarding the good clean 
dairy farmer against the dirty dairy farmer. 
In all industries there are good and bad 
men. There are good and bad farmers, clean 
and dirty farmers. Because a man is a 
farmer it does not follow that he is without 
faults, and, unfortunately, the good farmer 
may suffer because of what the bad farmer 
does. So we ha.ve hedged the dairying indus­
try round with safeguards to protect the 
good man against the bad one, and I believe 
that in bringing in the Cotton Industry 
Bill the Government were actuated by a 
similar motive, and I cannot for the life of 
me sec whv a man who has obeyed the law 
should make an:v complaint abotlt it. It is 
true that those who disobeyed the law had the 
opportunity of gathering their rato.on cotton 
and selling- it at their own risk-a thing I 
sympathise with, because I am not out of 
SJtnpathy with ratooning. 

Mr. MOORE: Sympathy will not buy bread 
and butter. 

Mr. CARTER: All the talk by the leader 
of the Oppo,ition will not buy bread and 
butter for anybody he represents. The hon. 
gentleman's speech may ha\~o been in 
svmpathy with those who are making so 
rnuch noise about this question. but all 
that talk is not going to buy bread 
and butter for those people. I am satisfied 
that the Government have tried, and are 
trying, to establish an industry which will 
buy bread and butter. and they will be suc­
cessful if the industry is proper),- safeguarded 
and those people arc assiste.d. 1 trust, there­
fore, that we shall not hm·e so much talk 
about this matter, which I think is raised 
for purely party political purpose' a,nd for 
the purpose of a,d,-ertising those who are 
me.king the statements, and in an endeavour 
to create a feeling against the Government, 
who are sincerclv honest in their intentions. 

Mr. KELSO : Do the farmers in your dis­
trict desire the rig.ht to grow r>ttoon cotton? 

Mr. CARTER: There has be0n no noise 
about it in my district. They all accepted 
the Cotton Industry Act in the right spirit, 
with the exception o.f one or two men who 
have gone in for ra tooni ng. Those one or 
two are the most indifferent cotton-growers 
in my electorate. One farmer in my elector­
ate, who is supjJoscd to be the be,t cotton­
grower there, was hostile to the banning of 
ratoon cotton, but he said that under no cir­
cumstances >Yould he grow anything but seed 
cotton. This man is a most succe ,,ful cotton 
farmer, and on ev-ery occaBion he has grown 
seed cotton. He is a ctrcful, good fa.rmer, 
who tills his soil well, watch"" his opopr­
tunity, and culti,-ates and cleans his crop. 
Although a believer in the rig-ht to produce 
ratoon cotton, he is not one of tho>e "urgers" 
who are only urging this matter for party 
political purposes. 
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Another matter that I desire to touch 
upon is in connection with various Local 
Prnducers' Associations and District Coun­
cils that· have sprung up under the Primary 
Producers' Organisation Act. I have noticed 
thd in some parts of Queensland, parti­
cularly in the area around Rockhampton 
-app;,_r<-nt:y because of the influence of 
the Rockhampton Chamber of Commerce 
-there are a number of thos-e bodies "·ho are 
trying to dip into politics. When the Pri­
mary Producers' Organisation Act was intro­
duced it was made a non-political measure. 
(Opposition laughter.) Had the Government 
set out in the Fame way as would hon. 
members opposite, we would have had "' 
very powerful political instrument in that 
organisation, but at the same time a very 
wrong ~nstrumcnt. \Vhat is happening'! 
We have members in those bodies-they are 
not all farmers-who are out of sympathy 
with the Primary Producers' Organisation 
Act, out of sympathy with the movement, ~nd 
out of sympathy with those who are trymg 
to better the conditions of the farmer gener­
ally, and who are butting in and trying to 
use those. organisations for political purposes. 
'This time last vear I had a letter from a 
District Council 'in Rockhampton, asking me 
t-o explain wh:c I had voted in a certain 
way. That body was a non-political body, 
and they did not get any reply from me. 
Any man who likes to get up in my elector­
ate, or any of the members of District Coun­
cils outside who like to get up in my elec­
tora-te and ask me a question of that char­
acter will get a reasonable answer, because 
I am not ashamed of the wav that I vote 
in this Chamber. " 

Mr. MOORE: vVhat reply did the hon. 
gentleman give to the Licensed Victuallers' 
Association? (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. CARTER: What reply did you give? 
Mr. MoORE: I did not give any reply a.t 

alL 
Mr. CARTER: Yes, you have replied. 
Mr. MOORE: I did not. 
Mr. CARTER: I have given no rcpl:c to 

the Licensed Victuallers' Association bccau·'o 
t,hey have not asked me any question. Thosll 
bodies established under the Primary Pro­
ducers' Organisation Act have in some in­
stances been overstepping the mark. Some 
members of those bodies that are supposed 
to be non-political a.re not only trying to 
turn them into political machines but they 
are actually trying to shove out the farmers 
who are not in sympathy with bringing poli­
tical action into t.hat sp.here, and therefore 
the Minister shoul-d take some steps to try 
and protect the honest and straighforwarrl 
farmers in t,hose organisations from the 
machinations of outside bodies who are trying 
to turn them into political machines. 

Mr. NOTT (St'1nleJJ): I desire to support 
the amendment move-d by the loader of the 
Opposition. I am pleased to see that the 
Government are paying coneiderably better 
salaries to those concerned in this branch 
than they are paying in othf'l' branches of 
the department. It seems rather strange that 
the Government should have made a serious 
blunder in that branch which is controlled 
by highly paid exports. It might Hppear 
to those listening to this debate and to a 
number of people reading the published 
reports in the various newspapers that the 
ban on ratoon cotton was instituted on the 
advice of these experts, but I believe that 
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t.he experts we have in Queensland had abso­
lutdv nothimr to do with the ban on ratoon 
cott-on. and that the people who are respon­
sible for what I might call gross Govern­
ment stuj)i-ditv with the cotton legislation are 
thR Govermnont themselves. The exports 
were engaged after the policy had been 
adopted. 

It is not my intention to go over the 
ground that has been so ably covered by the 
hon. member for Burnett, the hon. member 
for Normanby, and the hon. member for 
Enoggera. Those hon. gentlemen have stated 
the case direct from the growers. It has 
been stlted bv hon. members opposite that 
the quality of ratoon cotton has not been 
proved to be equal to that of plant cotton, 
and these hon. members have stated that Mr. 
Daniel Jones was unable to sell ratoon cotton 
in England. There may be a very patent 
reason why ratoon cotton equal to scleeted 
plant cotton in Queensland has not been forth­
coming. Many men have marketed a con­
siderable amount of ratoon cotton as plant 
<otton, and have received the best price for 
that cotton, and many men who had good 
ratoon cotton did not desire to make that 
fact known because they were afraid that 
they would not be able to market it at ,aJl, 
consequently the amount of ratoon cotton 
from which Mr. Daniel Jones had to select 
his samples was very limited. I know of the 
case of one farm·er who planted cotton one 
year and then applied to the British-Aus­
tralian Cotton-growers' Associai ion for seed 
for the following year. He received the 
seed, but, as the plot of cotton that he was 
about to plough out looked so well. he 
thought he would leave it and ratoon it, and 
he decided to hand his seed over to the next­
door farmer-th re was only a barbed wire 
fence between them-and the next-doo~ 
farmer planted that seed. Later on they 
both piclwd th~ir cotton. and they both sent 
it to the vVhin~tanes Ginnerv. and the man 
who sent the ratoon cotton received 5~d. per 
lb .. whereas the man who sPnt plant cotton 
received onlv 5d. per lb. vVhen the hon. 
metnber for Nonnanby ·was speaking- he n1en~ 
tioned that Mr. Bond, of Mes.;rs. Bonds 
Limited. had certain m·cas of ratoon cotton 
in his electorate. and the Sccrctarv for Agri­
cnlture interjected. "\Yhat varietv ?" The 
Secretary for Ap.-riculture also "sked what 
should be done in regard to this. 

Before inaugurating the cotton inclustrv 
thn hon. gentleman should have obLcined 
the sound advice of experts from other 
parts of the world, and one of the first things 
he should have done was to establish hrms 
throughout Queensland to tesi the various 
varieties of cotton and find o•1t the dif­
ferent types of cotton that •Yer•' rcqHired 
fo1· the various districts. If that had been 
done. the trouble that has been experienced 
for some considerable time in regard to n•ixed 
seed would not have been heard of. 

The fact has been stressed bv the Ieo der 
and many hon. members of the Opposition 
that a number of the Acts that have been 
passed are being altered in prir>ciple by 
the regulations which are snl1s~nncntly 
issued. That is one phase of the "Cotton 
Industrv Act which is worthy of considera­
tion. If hon. members look back so·ne hun­
dreds of years of the history of Great 
Britain, they will find that one of the 
greatest objections that the people in tho"e 
days had was to being governed by regula­
tions. 'I'he regulations in those days were 
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certainly issued by the King. That system 
gradually grew until the time of King 
Henry VIII., when government by regulation 
was obliterated. In Queensland we hCive a 
supposedly democratic Government passing 
Acts of Parliament and then incorpo;·ating 
different principles in the regulations which 
are issued under them to assist in their 
administration. The action of the Secretary 
fee Agriculture and the Government gener­
ally in the admini>tration of the cotton 
ir.dustrv has been almost to wipe it out 
and prevent any chance of the industry being 
developed in Queensland. But for the 
embargo on ratoon I am satisfied that well 
over .£1,000,000 worth of cotton would have 
been exported from Queensland this year, and 
that a tremendous amount would have been 
exported next year. Owing to the ban on 
ratoon cotton the people are afraid to grow 
more cotton, and they have been growing 
it long enough to discover that plant cotton 
cannot be grown successfully as a commer­
cial proposition. The Government are 
solely responsible for the failure of the 
industry. There was a chance recently, on 
account of the high prices offering for 
cotton, of obtaining a tremendous amount 
of capital from overs0as for the development 
of the industry in this State. Perhaps the 
high prices will not last. but there is a 
danger that this capital has been diverted 
to other countries. The development of the 
cotton industry is going ahead by leaps and 
bounds in other countries. In Ugand;,, in 
Central Africa. alone, £3.000,000 were paid 
in wages to harvest the cotton crop last year. 
The development of the industry in other 
countries might have the effect. owing to 
the administration of the industry by the 
Government of those countries, of reaping 
the benefit of the high prices, and the 
danger is that by the time the error is 
rectified here it will be too late for tbe growers 
in this State to take advantage of those 
prices. 'I'he administration of the Cotton 
Industry Act goes to show that the Country 
party recognised a eonsiderable time ago 
that it would be disastrous for the Secretary 
for Agriculture, by virtue of his office, to 
be also chairman of the Council of Agri­
culture. The absolute and definitt1 proof 
of that contention has been the admimstra­
tion of the cotton legislation in this State. 

The S1WRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, l?aclzam): I will not 
take up much of the time of the Committee 
in dealing with this matter, because no 
doubt we shall have a full-dress debate 
on the cotton question again when the Bill 
of which I gave notice this morning comes 
bdore the House. \Ve shall then have the 
"·hole discussion over again. J',Iy colleague, 
the Secretary for Railways, was right when 
he compared hon. members opposite with 
ih,, dog that is menl.ioned in the Re\·e1·end 
C. H. Spurg-eon's book entitled "John 
Ploughman's Talks." Amongst other things 
ihat book deals with the dog of a 
farmer named Tompkins. He said that the 
dog how led all the time he was on the 
chain, and when he was taken off the chain 
he was perfectly miserable. (Laughter.) 
The hon. members of the Opposition con­
dcmPed the action of tbe Government in 
putting the ban on ratoon cotton and now 
they are whining, howling, and squealjng 
bPcause the Government have decided, 
rig-htly or wrong-h·, to remove that ban. 

Mr. CoRSER: They are complaining about 
your not paying compensation. "' 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
V\cho is going to pay the compensation?' 
Those very hon. members who are now advo­
cating the payment of compensation are 
complaining bitterly all the time about the 
high taxation. If compenoation has to he 
paid, someone has got to pay that compensa­
tion. 

;\fr. CORSER : And someone is being asked· 
to lose money owing to tho ban on ratoon 
cotton. 

Mr. KERR: All you are asked to do is­
to do a fair thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
As I have told hon. members that, if the· 
fund shows a profit after the guarantee 
which is now being shared by the Common­
wealth and the State of Queensland is paid, 
and a majority of the farmers are pr8pared: 
to allow the Government to utilise those 
profits in the payment of compensation 
instead of paying the balance back to the­
cotton-growers, I am prepared to consider­
it. 

Mr. CORSER: That 11rofit belongs to the­
growers. It is their own money. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
As I have told tho hon. member for Burnett 
before, he cannot restrain himself owing 
to his bad manners and bad political breed­
ing >vhen another hon. member is speaking. 
(Government laughter.) I have told the 
hon. member already that I have no inten­
tion of recommending to the Government 
that the taxpayers should find the money 
to compensate people whose loss in many 
CflSC's is in1aginary. The facts are that~ 
when the Prime :Minister of Australia< 
recognised that the cotton industry was­
going to be a big thing in this country, 
he a'3ked certain things to be done befor<> 
he would agree to undertake to pay any 
bounty or share in the guarantee that ~he 
Queensland Government were progressive 
enough to o!Ier-a guarantee of a price to 
the farmers that was unheard of before in 
L:<' hi,tory of the State. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

ThP Government of Queensland took a risk 
by offering that guarantee before the Prime 
Minister would agree to anything at all. 
Ho said that before he did so the Queensland 
Government must get the advice of th<> 
people who had to buy our cotton. The 
Tory party are always talking about the 
man who buys. They have declared right 
through the ages that the man who buys 
la.bour should be the onlv man to have a sav 
in determining what that labour shoul(.l 
receive. 

Mr. FRY : You are talking a lot of rot. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
They opposed arbitration and proclaimed 
from the house-top that the man who paid 
for the labour should be the only one to 
have a sav in what that lab<Jur should 
receive. They said that the worke;·s had 
no right to organise and form a union, or 
t<> appeal for arbitration w as to fix the 
price of their labour. 

Mr. FRY: That is a misstatement. 
ThP SECRETARY FOR AGRIGULTURF: 

The Tory journals also emphasised that 
fact. 

~fr. FRY: That is not true, and you 
lo:ow it. 
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The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Alrhouo-h hon. members opposite are not 
game to say that to-day, sti_ll that is t_heir 
attitude, and their antagomsm to arb_Itra­
tion is shown at everv turn. Rccogmsmg 
that the buyers of cotton~the men who pay 
the piper should call the tune~should be 
consulted, the Prime Minister~very wisely 
in my opinion~decided to invite some repre­
sentatives of the cotton-spinners of Great 
Britain to come to this country. 

The Queensland Government were asked to 
shar·e the cost of that delegation. Whether 
the delegation was composed of the best 
men who could be selected, and whether the 

advice given by them was sound 
[11.30 a.m.] advic? at the time, is another 

matter. The Prime Minister of 
the Commonwealth invited this delegation 
to ascertain how best this industry could be 
started, what varieties of cottDn were most 
favoured, and the general policy to be 
carried out to produce a variety and quality 
that would bring a high price and insure that 
the Government would not lose too large a 
sum under the guarantee. 

'l'hat delegation came to Queensland, and 
offered advice to the Queensland Govern· 
ment. The Premier of Queensland believed 
that the statement made by Mr. Crompton 
Wond, the chairman of the delegation, was 
important and convincing. He realised that 
that gentleman ~poke as the guest of the 
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, and 
on behalf of the cotton-spinners on the other 
side of the world, and the Premier believed 
that the advice tendered must be accepted. 
Mr. Crompton Wood pointed out that ratoon 
cotton was not as good as plant cotton. 
He said that in a country like Australia, 
where white-labour conditions prevailed, we 
could only make a permanent success of the 
industry if we produced the best cotton. He 
pointed out that it cost more to produce 
inferior cotton, and that it c<Jsts more to 
pick 1 lb. of ratoon cottDn than it does 
t<J pick 1 lb. of plant cotton because there 
is a greater weight of seed in the ratoon 
<·otton. and seed is not worth very much 
at present. 

Whether Mr. Crompton \Yood's advice was 
sound or not I am quite convinced that, so 
far as the market is concerned, he did not 
anticipate the rise in price that has taken 
place. Tw<J factors are conveniently over­
looked by those people who talk about the 
Gov-ernment having changed their view. 
After all, it is the strong man who can 
change if he finds he is wrong. I said 
at the time that the Cotton Industry Act was 
experimental legislation, that we wer·e taking 
the course of " safety first," and, if our 
course was found to be wrong, it only 
meant a delay of twelve months; and twelve 
months in the establishment of a great indus­
try that is going to last centuries is not 
very much. The 'l'ory GDvernment had been 
in power for v''ry many years, and not an 
onnC'' of cotton was grown in this State in 
all that time. Whv did thev not do some­
thing to encourage .. this impo .. rtant industry? 
It rcmaim'd for a Labour Government to 
embrace the opportunity and evolve a 
scheme that has placed thousands of acres 
of land under cultivation and has set many 
farn1ers in a Eati~factory condition. 

Mr. ConSER: The price of the world's 
cotton made that possible. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. member who interjects is one <Ji 

the most unreasonable and inconsistent mel1 
in this Chamber. At the Biggcnden Show 
last year .there were over fifty motor-cars, 
whereas in the previous years there were n<Jt 
more than one or two. The improvement wa~ 
due to the cotton industry, which gave the 
farmers a chance. It is a fact that in 1919' 
the total crop for Que0nsland was worth less 
than £1,000. and since, by the action of the 
Government, we have produced new wealth 
to the State to the value of nearly £750,000, 
and that notwithstanding the drought and 
adv·erse seasons. 

I am not going into the question of ratoon, 
because that will be dealt with fully when 
I am bringing in the Bill to remov-: . the· 
embargo and to lay down the cond1tJons 
under which ratoon cotton shall be grown. 

Replying to the statement regarding Mr. 
Daniel Jones, who has been greatly ex­
ploited, when I was in Mel_bourne. ~ large 
deputation waited on the Pnme Mm1ster to· 
ask him to share in the expenses incurred 
by Mr. Daniel Jones in visiting England. 
·when the question was raised by the GeJ1-
tral Queensland District Council of Agricul­
ture before Mr. Jones went away, I made 
it quit<' clear thrtt I would not recognise the· 
report of Mr. Daniel J ones. I said that the 
Premier was going to England, that Mr. 
J ones was biased in favour of ratoon, and 
that he would not have the facilities that 
would be available to the Premier and the 
AO'C'nts-General on the other side for col­
le~ting information regarding the p~ssibili­
ties of marketing ratoon cotton. I sa1d that 
I would not be guided by Mr. Daniel Jams, 
nor would I undertake to bear a share of 
his expenses. 

At 11.35 a.m., 
The CHAIR:IJAN (Mr. Pollock, Grcgory) took 

the chair. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

Mr. Daniel Jones has not shown, nor has­
his report shown, that he can secure an un­
limited market, or even that he can secure 
a market for 10,000 or 20,000 bnJes of ratoon 
cotton. And. after all, what arc 10,000 or 
20 000 bales of ra toon cotton ? Only a drop 
in' the ocean when we consider the world's­
•requirements of 20.000,000 bales. 

IY1r. NOTT: It would mean success to many 
of our farmers. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Not if we cannot even get a market for 
10 000 bales of ratoon cotton. If Mr. Jone& 
g;t an a:,mrance from the cotton manufac­
turers of Great Britain that they wou1d take 
10 000 bales of ratoon cotton, he wonld have 
d~ne something; but that is not so. 

OPPOSITION interjections. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE~ 
If Mr. Jones got an assurance that the 
cotton manufacturers would buy 5,000, 10,000, 
0r 20,000 bales of ratoon cotton at payable 
prices, I would say that he had accompl1shed 
something for the people of Queensland and 
that he was entitled to come to the Govern­
ment and a'k for a proportion of his expenses 
to be paid by the Government. He, has not 
done that. 

Mr. NoTT: What utter nonsense! (Opposi­
tion interjections.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask hon. 
members not to interrupt any other hon. 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.J 
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member when speaking. I have already 
asked hon. members to obeerve that ruling, 
and I hope they will listen to my request. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGlUCULTUHE: 
Thank you, Mr. Pollock, for your timely 
rebuke. 

Thlr. FRY: You deserved it, too. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: 
One would almost imagine that--

OPPOSITION interjections. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
One would imagine that hon. members oppo 
site would ha vc the good manners to listen 
to the statement I have to make, espcciallt 
when I am trymg to reply to some of the 
unfair criticism advanced by hon. members 
opposite. 

Mr. CORSER: You are unfair. 

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member 
for Burnctt does not obey my call to order, 
I shall take other steps to deal with him. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Briefly, what is the position with regard to 
ratoon cotton? One hon. gentleman made 
the sta tcment yesterday that ratoon cotton 
is the onlY cotton that can be grown succe;+ 
fully in this Stat<•. If that is the position, 
I am very sorrc· that I took the r2sponsibiltty 
of ; .. dYising the QueensL•nd Government to 
guarantee Sd. per lb. to the growers of 
seed cotton. I am satisfied that annual 
·cotton must be grown if we are to compete 
with the American production when the 
market becomes normal, and also if we arc to 
c0mpete with othec countriee which employ 
-cheap labour and produce large quantities 0f 
low-grade cotton. If we cannot produce the 
bee-t cotton-and it is admitted in all 
quarters that annual cotton is the best 
variety-Queensland may be unable to com­
P"tc with the cotton-growing countries oi 
the world when the market b0comes normal. 
It is a wel!-knowu fact that, since there has 
been a shortage of cotton, the spinners are 
prepared to take anything at all, but that 
poeition will he changed when the cotton 
market once more becomes normal. I want 
hon. members to remember that and to re­
member that th0ir speeches which appear In 
"Hansard" will be taken up and usecl 
.against them when that time comes. Rightly 

or wrongly, the Queensland Government have 
decided that ratoon cotton may be grown 
in the future, but first ratoon only, and 
under cprtain defmite conditions. Those 
dcfmite conditions are for the prot •ction of 
the ratepayers who find the guarantee, and 
for the protection of the great bulk of 
cotton-growers who desire to grow only the 
>ery best annual cotton. 

The hPst Indian cott-on, which Messrs. 
vVolstenholme a,nd Holland inform us IS 
quite compa-rable to Queensland ratoon, has 
the following value :-

15th May, 1823 
7th March, J 924 
Showing a gain of 

Per lb. 
d. tZ. 
8.3 to 10.5 

11.2 to 13.7 
2.9 to 3.2 

Threepence a lb. for lint is worth almost 1d 
a lb. for raw cotton, and 1d. a lb. might be 
the difference bctw een the success and the 
absolute failure of the industry. Even witn 
those prices I do not think the industry 
during normal seasons will b2 able to extend 
as I want it to extend and to carry on under 
white-labour conditions and under a White 
Australia policy. 

Mr. FARRELL: And with decent wages. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
And, as the hon. member for Rockhampton 
in1erject.;, with decent wages. I do not want 
any indnstry carried on in this country under 
the sweating conditions that operated under 
Tory GoYernment". It was an old Tory 
argument that the sugar indu .. try could not 
he carried on without black labour. I want 
the cotton industry to be carried on by white 
labour, under vYhite Australia conditions, 
and that can only be the case while prices 
remain high. If our industry is to continue 
to Pxist when the cotton production of the 
world again bocor:Jec no·rmal, we must pro· 
duce tho V\)ry best article. Rightly or 
wrongly \Ye have agreed to remove the 
embargo on ratoon cotton, and we are allow­
ing the farmers to grow, harvest, and market 
that co-tton separately from those who grow 
annual cotton. Let me quote some figures 
to show hon. members the small percentage 
of farmers who have wante>d to grow ratoon 
cotton during the last two years. The figures 
for 1923 arc-

Total. 
Cotton. Cotton. 

I 
Annual Ratoon 

----1-

Quantity recelvert at ginncry 
Number of growers 
Advances to farmers :: I 

11,373,050 lb. 
7,927 

£259,455 

395,552 lb. 
356 

£4,944 

11,760,502 lb. 
8,288 

£264,399 

~--------------------------~-------------~-~----------~-~---·-------

The total ratoon cotton grown in that year 
amounted to a little over 3 per cent. That 
should satisfy hon. members that this great 
noise about ratoon cotton does not represent 
the wishes or the aspirations or the ideals 

of a great majority of th0 cotton-growers 
of this State. It only represents the wishes 
of a small section of the cotton-growers. 

The figurPs for 1924 to date are-

Annual 
Cotton. 

Ratoon 
Cotton. 

Total. 

Qnnntity received at ginnery 
Number of growers 
Advances to farmers 

14,010,486 lb. 
7,273 

£291,058 

51,08S lb. 
78 

£040 

14,062,469 lb. 
7,851 

£Z~Jl. 707 

The figures for 1924 are not yet complete, as 
the growers havu not completed harvesting 
and the cotton has not all been ginned. 

lHo·n W. N. Gillies. 

Therefore we do not know what the final 
figures will be. That shows that all this 
talk about the rights of the cotton-growers 
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sinks into insignificance when we come 
to consider the claims and rights and priVI­
leges of the great body of the growero of 
annual cotton in Queensland numbering, as 
I say, 7,273. It is our duty to protect those 
7,273 growers. Those who want to grow 
ratoon cotton will be allo"'ed to do so. 
Ratoon cotton at !he present time can com­
mand a decent price. \Ve all admit that; 
wo all admit that the seasons, the shortage of 
cotton, and the high price ruling in the 
English market to-day have played into the 
hands of those who want to grow ratoon 
cotton; but, as the Prime Minister said to 
me shortly before I left M··lbonrne, time 
will show whether the Queensland Govern, 
ment were right i?l 1923 in banning ratoon 
cotton or are right now in 1924 in allowing 
rn to on cotton to be grown. The Queensland 
Government have decided that tbe.) will 
allow those who want to grow ratoon cotton 
to grow it on clearly defined conditions. which 
I will explain when the Bill is before the 
House. I sincerely hope that the price of 
cotton will remain sufficiently high to enable 
the growers of ratoon cotton, as well as 
the growers of plant cotton, to make n 
success of the industry. 

I deplore again tho fact that so much 
political capital has been made out of tho 
lEatter, because it is admitted bv almost 
eYCry fair-minded man in the country that 
the Government acted bona fide. I want to 
say, in reply to a statement made by one 
of the speakers this morning, that the " so­
called experts," as he termed them, had 
ncthing whatever to do with the ban 011 

ril toon cotton. A perusa I of my second 
reading speech when introducing the Cotton 
Industry Bill last session will reveal the 
fact that two separate reports wore received 
from Mr. Wells and Colonel Evans strongly 
advocating the [,anning of ratoon cotton. 
However, as I ha.ve said. the Government 
have decide-d to remove that ban, and the 
growe·rs will have to take the responsibility, 
Ratoon cotton wa;; banned, not only because 
of the inferiority generally of ratoon cotton, 
but because of the more important fact that 
the growing of ratoon cotton will jeopardise 
the success of the growing of annual cotton 
because of its tendency to spread disease. 
I am not going to say any more now except 
to read a cablegram which was received by 
Senator Pcarce when the conferE'nco was 
sitting in Melbourne, and hon. members can 
draw their own inference from it. \Yhen 
that Cotton Conference was iu progress Mr. 
Hand in his speech declared that his spinners 
could not tell thE' difference between rtnnual 
and ratoon cotton. I interjected, " Is Jlilr. 
Bond prepared to cancel his contract for 
the purchase of annual cotton in Queensland 
and give us the san1e price for ratoon ?" Ho 
replied, rts a bnFiness man would reply, 
"Why should I'?" That is the real test. 

GOVERNMENT ~lEn'BERS: Hear, h<'at·! 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

I asked " Jf you say that ratoon cotton is 
as good as annual cotton, why not pav the 
su,me price?" Ho >aid he was unable to do 
so. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear I 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

i\lr. Bond said that there was not the 
slightest doubt that during last seaoon 
hundreds of thoucunds of pounds of mtoon 
cotton were sent to the ginnerios as plant· 
oc.tton. \Vhen he made this statement >ome­
one on the other side of the table-I think 

one of the Q<l<>ensland delegates-said, 
"There is not the slightest doubt about it." 
A few minutes later Senator Pearco read 
this cable from tho High Commissioner, and 
I leave it to hon. members to draw their 
own d<>ductions-

" Cotton Corporation advised Lanca­
shire requirements not less than one 
and three-sixteenths staple, strong grade 
and colour stop Short<>r staple weaker 
fibre dili1cult to sell stop They state 1922 
crop satisfactury but 1923 poor, which 
has prejudiced reputation gained by 1922 
crop stop Very important that general 
level be kept up to standard best 1922. 
crop." 

Hon. members can draw their own deduc­
tions about the stdemont that ratoon cotton 
was sent in as annual cotton and whether it 
affected the general question as disclosed by 
the cablrl from the High Commissioner. 
Rightly or wrongly. the Governmellt have 
decided to allow those growers who want, 
t,) grow ratoon cotton to grow it. If they 
say they can get a n1arket for it \v_ithout an~ 
guarantee e.nd undertake to keep It separata 
from annual cotton, gin it separately, and 
de·" tray the stalks every other year so as to· 
destroy pests, they are going to g'et thou 
wish. Time alone will show whothe·r that 
decision is vdse or not. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear' 
Mr. SW AYNE (M'irani): I should not have· 

risen to speak on this amendment had it not 
bnm for the speech just delivered by the 
hon. gentleman. \Ve all know that very 
often through his ignorance of agriculture 
he places himself in an impossible position, 
a,nd then, w.hen the Opposition criticise him, 
ho becom'es abusive. For instance, I think 
he likened the Opposition to a howling dog 
on a chain. 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: I quoted' 
:VIr. Spurgeon 

Mr. SW A YNE: I really do not think that 
sort of thing hmts the Opposition. I think 
it hurts the hon. gentleman more. If ever 
we were justified in the action that was taken 
by our leader yesterday when he moved a 
reduction in this vote, it is by the fact the 
hon. gentleman gave notice this morning of 
a Bill to amend the very legislation which· 
has brought about this position. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTCRE: That Bill' 
was mentioned in the Governor's Speech. 

Mr. SWAYNE: W.hat are the facts? The 
cotton industry lately has presented a 
splendid opportunity to Quoensland-not 
owing to any action on the pa,rt of the Go­
rnent but owing to the world's market-to 
place under cultivation a largo area of land. 
There is a greot opportunity for Qneens:and 
with its large area, but all that the Govern­
ment have done ha,s been to try and mar 
that opportunity. (Government dissent.) 
\Ye know that the banning of ratoon cotton 
struck the indmtrv a most deadlv blow. 
There are districts' in mv electorate where· 
the settlers were prep a red 'to go in for cotton­
growing until they heard that they were 
not to be allowod to ra toon. The moment 
that was ma.dc known they pulled aut at once. 
In the Cenh·al district and similar districts 
in Queensland where the rainfall is unreli­
able and there is no knowing what th& 
season is going to be, wo know what an 
advantage it is to have a crop in the ground' 
and not have to depend on seed germinating. 

Mr. SwaytH:;.] 
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We know how often it happens that after we 
.sow the seed it does not germinate. The 
advantage of a ratoon crop is that no matter 
what the season may turn out to be we have 
a crop in the ground with the roots estab­
lished. In the sugar industry many people 
contend that ratoons a.re the most profitable 
.0 rop, and I am quite sure it i_s t~c same. in 
the cotton industry. The preJudiCe agamst 
ratooning arose through ignorance. People 
looked upon ratoon cotton as synonymous 
with a stand-over crop-a crop allowed to 
remain unpruned and to bear again. We 
know that the true meaning of ratooning is 
that the plant is cut off at the ground and 
a fre"h growth takes place from the roots. 
'The Minister did not understand that when 
he lent himself to the foolish action of ban­
ning ratoon cotton. 

I do not think the figures the :Minister gave 
m in support of his action aTe worth the 
·paper they are writt-en on. We know. that 
any amount of ratoon cotton was sent m as 

·6eed cotton. I think he said that la"t year 
only 3 per cent. of the cotton grown in· 
Queensland was ratoon cotton. The hon. 
gentleman has no means of knowing that. 
When coming from Rcckhampton I was told 
on most reliable authority that a grower up 
there sold £500 worth of cotton. £400 wart h 
of which was ratoon cotton and £).00 worth 
plant cotton. If he had obeyed the law at 
the time and cut out the ratoon cotton, he 
would onlv have had £10(J worth of cotton; 
'but. through gathering the ratoon cotton and 
breaking the law at that time he had £500 
worth of cotton, and it all went in as seed 

·cotton. That has been happening. Seed cotton 
was grown on some areas, and on adjoining 
areas ratoon cotton was. grown. The seed 

-cotton came to naught and there was no crop, 
and the ratoon cotton has been sent in. The 
Minister has not the slight-est knowledge of 
what proportion of ratoon cotton came in. 
It is no use the hon. gentleman trying to 
minimise the advantage of ratoon cotton. He 
has told us that only a very small percent­
age of the cotton grown was ratoon cotton. 
1 say, on the other hand, that we are right 
in stating that a large percentage was 
ratoon cotton. The Minister a,lso said that 
,only a small percentage of the growers are 
'in favour of ratoon cotton. i think that is 
wrong. If the banning of ratoon cotton was 
right, why should he now alter the legislation 
·on the subject? The mere fact that he is 
altering the legislation by bringing in a Bill 
to make legal what previous legislation made 
illegal is in itself a most important admis­
sion. The Opposition would not be worthy 
·of t.heir name if they allowed such a gross 
misstatement as that to go without noticing 
it. Furthermore, it will be remembered 
that we pointed out over and over again 
exartly what would happen. With regard 
to the Minister's disparag-ing remarks about 
Mr. Daniel Jones, everything said by that 
gentleman has been borne out by fact. and 
·the only pity is that the Minister did not 
take Mr. Jones's advice. \Vhile I am on this 
subject. I would like to say that the Min­
ister is very much exorcised as to where 
the money is to come from to remunerate 
·those who have suffered this loss through 
obeying- the law. I do not know where the 
money is to come from, but I certainlv hold 
that those people who have suffered heavy 
1oss through being law-abiding and trying 
i:o do what IS right--trying to do what the 
'hon. gentleman said they should do-and 
wJ..n ii; has been subsequer-~)y proved have 

[Mr. Swayne. 

been misled by the hon. gentleman and his 
department, should be remunerated. I think 
they have a just claim for remuneration. 
But what the hon. gentleman is doing is to 
legislate to remunerate people who broke 
the law, and undtT the circumstances I do 
not say he is wrong in doing so. lf people 
who broke the law are to be rewarded, much 
more should those be recompensed who were 
injured by obeying the law. Everythin_g that 
l1as been said by hon. members on this s1de 
on the question of ratooning has been borne 
out, and the legislation which is to be intro­
duced to undo what the Government did 
before on the subject is an admission that the 
Government were quite wrong all through. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I intend to 
oppo4B the amendment to reduce the vote 
hy £1 on account of the Government's policy 
in relation to ratoon cotton. The leader of 
tho Opposition has attempted to ccneure th0 
Government, but he should have praised the 
Governm~nt for having revived an industry 
which under the administration of gentlemen 
of his own political creed languished and 
practically died out. It was not until after 
this Government came in that there was even 
the remotest possibility of growing cotton 
in Queemland. The attempt to grow it with 
cheap black labour by former Governments 
had failed. It was not until this Government 
introduced a sound system of guarantees, and 
made provision for ginning and marketing 
the crop in Queensland that it became at all 
possible to grow cotton to any advantage. 
Seeing that the Government have spent so 
much money in subsidising the industry to 
put it on a good foundation-for that prac· 
tioally is what it means-I am astonished a.t 
the rem'arks of the hon. member for Nor­
manby, who derided the Government for 
subsidising 1,100 electors in his own elec­
toratp in connection with the Mount Mm·gan 
Company. 

Mr. BRAND: He did not do anything of 
the sort. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. member 
derided the Government because of their 
attitude towards the Mount M01·gan Com­
pany, and their action in keeping the mine 
going by a system of rebate subsidy, which 
enabled the company to keep those men in 
work. The Government assistance to the 
Mount Morgan Company is no different in 
principle from the Government assistance 
which has been given to the cotton-grower. 
I hope the hon. member for Normanby will 
explain why he has derided the Government 
for their system of keeping the Mount 
Morgan Company's mines in operation and 
at the same time wanting them to boost the 
cotton-growers in his electorate. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : He did not say 
that. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Ther•3 are two big 
factors which we must consider in studying 
this cotton question-two insuperable bar­
riers, to my mind, against eve1· allowing 
ratoon cotton to be grown in any quantity 
in Queensland. The first of those considera· 
tions is that, as compared with annual <'Oi:ton, 
it has a lower index lint value, and there­
foro a lower price value. The second con­
sideration is that owing to the extra cost of 
harvesting ratoon cotton and the greater 
quantity of ratoon cotton which must be 
harvest,,d per acre to get the same weight, 
the growing of ratoon cotton will eventually 
lead to a cry for cheap labour. In other 
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·words, I say without any hesitation that, if 
a policy of growing more and more ratoon 
cotton is pursued, then, on account of the 
necessity to harvest a bigger quantity per 
acre for the same weight and also the 
lower value, it will mean that a cry 
will very soon arise for cheap labour. 
There are only two ways in which cheap 
labour can be obtained for harvesting that 
ratoon cotton. One wav is that we should 
break rlown the White Australia policv­
which is inconceivable. The other-which 
is not inconceivable; I have heard farmers of 
ihe persuasion of hon. members opposite 
more than once advocRte it-is the intra· 
duction nf child labour into the cotton fields.• 
That, no Labour Government could ever 
contemplate. 
f12 noon.] 

I am going to prove my statement as to 
·values with figures as I get further advaDcet.l 
with my argument, b1lt there is another 
·consideration which appeals to me. If we 
tdk about compensating the man who has 
destroyed his annual cotton plants because 
he was not allowed to ratoon them because 
of the provisions of the Cotton Industry 
Act, what are we going to do to compensate 
the man who might suffer if we allow 
ratooning? There is a difference of 2d. 
per lb. in the price for seed cotton between 
annual and ratoon varieties. In other words 
tlw grower of annual cotton will get 2d: 
a lb. more. Supposp that because ratoon 
cctton is allowed to come into the market 
-according to his statement just now the 
hon. member for Mirani knows a man' who 
sent in £500 worth of cotton including a 
great deal of ra to on cotton (he did not 
know how much)-a.nd that by mixing ratoon 
and plant cottons the value of the cotton 
;, depreciated by 2d. a lb., who is going 
to compensate the great number of growers 
of annual cotton? That is the qucsi·ion I 
would like hon. members opposite to 
answer. ~he figures quoted by the Minister 
this mornmg show that the percentage of 
annua I . cotton growers to all growers of 
cotton ts somewhere in the vicinity of 85 
per cent. or 90 per cent. By the disi1onest 
practices which the hon. member for Mirani 
~ulogise_d or instanced here this morning 
m miXmg ratoon cotton with the annual 
wtton crop, it is possible for the Queens· 
land crop to be depreciated to the extent: 
of 2d. a lb. Who is going to compensate 
th~ grower of annual cotton then? I am 
qmte satisfied that, when the o-rowers of 
annual cotton realise the danger ~vith which 
they are threatened because people are 
allowed to grow ratoon cotton, thev will wake 
up and make a very clean sweel) of rfttoon 
cotton and of the Cotton Farmers' LT nion 
and of the " Queensland Cotton Grower and 
Dairy~nan" newspaper. They have not quite 
seen rt yet, but the first tirr,e a ~rower 
sends down a first-class m·op of annual' cotton 
and by. som-; error in the ginncries ratoon 
cotton 1s gomg through at the same time 
and th<; company averages the price and 
sends hrm b:'ck 3d. when he expected 5~d. 
a lb., he w1ll wake up and we shall not 
hear any more about ratoon cotton. 

Let me just review how this ratoon cotton 
agitation began. It commenced merely 
because a nm!' be: of men, particularh· in 
the• Central D1stnct, realised the possibility 
~f making a ': scoop" in cotton culture. 
r"hey were not really farmers, or most 
or them were not-they were not agricul­
tural farmers, anyhow-but they saw thab 

this was a good "get-rich-quick" method 
o£ getting a cheap crop with very little 
expenditure. So they put in their cotton 
and al:owed it to go. The biggest olfender 
in this respect was Mr. McDonald, the 
President of the Ccmtral District Council 
of the Primary Producers' Organisation. 

Mr. BR.\ND: The President of the Cutton 
Grovvers' Union. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Yes. Of something like 
150 acres of ratoon cotton in the Rockhamp­
ton and Wowan district Mr. McDonald was 
responsible for 60 acres. He put in those 
60 acres expecting that he would be able 
to let it run along from year to year, and 
that by a share system which he had with 
some of the smaller settlers round about 
he would get half the return. But it 
practically ran awav from him, nnd it was 
very difficult for him to get m<>n to care 
for and harvest the crop, and it was a few 
men like him who practically started the 
agitation, and then, backed up by Captain 

"Rh odes-a one-time harbour master-­
Mr. BRAND: He is a good man. 
Mr. HARTLEY: I suppose he is a good 

man at ploughing the sea, but I have rever 
known him to plough ·anything else except 
perhaps the farmers' pockets-a. good sea 
captain and a very shrewd chap at manag­
ir.g to get along. He was a participator 
in this agitation, and he took over the 
" Queensland Cotton Grower and Dairyman" 
-a nice little thing if anybody wante•l it; 
but the thing was to get people to want 
it You cannot get people to buy your paper 
m::less you can do something. So he jumped 
,,·hole-souled iuto the ratoon cotton agita­
tion. Some hon. member has said that. as 
sec·retar.v of the Cotton Growers' Union, 
h3 gets no salary. He does not need a salary, 
because one of the terms of membership 
of the union is a subscription to the cotton­
gl'Owers' paper. (Opposition interjections.) 
That is practically Captain Rhodes's salary. 

Mr. BRAND interjected. 
Mr. HARTLEY: I have met the hon. 

member in a few campaigns, and I hope to 
meet him in a few more, because I think 
that EO long as he is on the other side the 
Rockhampton, Fitzroy, and other Central 
District seats are pretty safe. 

::"J ow I want to quote a few facts •~ bout 
ratoon cotton to prove my statement that 
it is a crop of a lower value than annual 
cotton. They are contained in somt' replies 
I got from the Department of Agriculture 
and the Cotton Specialist on 27th June, 
1924. First let me say that we have heard 
something about the cotton-graders. Hon. 
n•.em bers opposite say they have no experi­
ence or training, but this is what the 
Cotton Specialist says-

" Referring to our conversation of 
Wednesday morning, I would state that 
the cotton-graders at the various gins 
for this season are, with two excep­
tions, trained woolclassers, having been 
trained at the Technical College, and 
also have had commeri<tl work in class­
ing wool since graduating from school. 
One of the remaining men is from 
Lancashire, where he was connected 
with the cotton trade. He graded cotton 
last year at \Vhinsta.nes, so that this is 
his second year's experience with Queens­
land cotton. The remaining man is a 
graduate of Gatton College and along 
·with the rest of the cotton-graders 

Mr. Hartley.] 
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went through a two months' course of 
intense training in grading cotton 11nder 
1\'r. Gudge. the Government Cotton 
Closser. before) being posted to a gin 
to grade> the commercial crop." 

I believe that the Government are now 
taking even greater precautions to see that 
th<' cotton f'rad"rs arc thoroughly trained 
both on the technical and the practical side. 

This is the data secured from adjac0nt 
fields of ro tooned and annual cotton in the 
following districts :-

-----~~~--~ Ko:-<F 
Lint I rolls 

Index. , rrr lb, 
-------[ I ____ _ 

Upper Tent Bili-Loekyer Val­
lev-

Ann'ual cotton .. 
Cultivated stand-over 

LaidlPy~ 
Annual cotton . . . . 
Nrulerted stand-over .. 

Stockyard Creek-
Annual rotton . . . . . . 
Prorrrly ratooned and \Vell rnl­

tivatcd all srason for 
GoYrrnmrnt test 

J ooro (on Hann rs Line)-
Annnal f'otton . . . . . . 
Stanrt-over on clean scrub land 

7·30 
5·34 

8·04 
-:H10 

7·10 

5·30 

7·40 
6·75 

6G 
iS 

67 
115 

05 

03 

65·5 
83 

The above figures show~ that in some instances 
it requirerl t•.reHty-eight, and even forty­
eight, more balls to make a pound of ratoon 
cotton than annual cotton. 

Mr. l\IoORE: In one instance the cotton 
was neglected stand-over. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is practically 
ratoon cotton. 

Mr. MooRE: l\'o. 'l'he hon. gentleman is 
attempting to mislead the Committee. 

Mr. HARTLEY: No. even the very best 
sample of ra toon at Stoclq ard Creek had 
twecty-c·ight balls per lb. more than annual. 
Taking those four stations we hav-e the 
irrefutable evidence that it is a bad pro­
position to grow ratoon cotton when it is 
possible to grow annual cotton. If it takes 
so man v more boils to make a pound of 
ratoon cotton than annual cotton. what is 
that going to mean when the Arbitration 
C'o•Irt firs t.ho price for picking ratoon 
cotton? It will mean that there will have 
to be an increased price for picking ra.toon 
cotton, because the boils are smalle1· and a 
greater nu nbor will have to be picked to 
make a pound of cotton than will be the 
case with annual cotton. Either that will 
have t,o be done, or, as hon. members are 
quite well aware, the school children will bo 
asked to go into the cotton fields. I have 
hoard hon. members opposite and farmers 
ad voca to more than once that the school 
holidays at mid-winter should be extended 
or alteiod so as to coincide with the picking 
season in the cotton industry, so that the 
school children can go into the fields to 
pick cotton. That is the danger that is 
behind the ratoon cotton quost.ion. 

Mr. BRAXD: The hon. gentleman is behind 
a chcap-lahour Government. 

JYir. MAXWELL: \Yage reducers. 

Mr. HARI'LEY: The Government have 
increased wages by 40 per cent. and 60 per 
cent. over what the hon. gentleman's Govern­
ment ever paid. 

Mr. ROBERTS: What vear do the figures 
that you have quoted relate to? 

[Mr. Hartley. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is not shown, but 
I obtained them this year from tho Cotton 
S)wcialist. 

M!'. BRA}<D: In actual practice they are of 
no Yalue. 

:Ylr. KELSO : Did the hon. gentlem;m get 
!horn from an export? 

Mr. HARTLEY: The area of ratoon cot­
ton in 1923-1924 around Rockhampton, where 
all this agitation originated, was 332 acres. 
and up to date, according to the growers 
who are registered, it is proposed to culti­
vate 567 acres of ratoon cotton. When you 
consider the whole question of cotton-grow­
ing. you will find that it is only a vt;ry 
small proportion of the growers who desire 
to grow raloon. \Vhen the hon. member for 
Xormanby was speaking on a former occasion. 
I stated that the •·atoon method of growing 
\\ rrs wdcomed by the slovenly farmer, and 
that is what I say now. It is only the 
slovenly man who wants to put his seed in the 
ground and let it rip, and chance what sort 
of a crop he will get each year. Under thH 
Government regulations I am quite satisfied 
that it is going to cost just as much te0 grow 
ratoon cotton properly as it is going to cost to. 
grow annual cotton. 

Mr. BRAND: What does the hon. gentle­
man mean by " slovenly farmers?" 

Mr. HARTLEY: 'I'he farmer who will 
simply put his cotton seerl in the ground and 
chance what is going to be the re ;u]t of it. 
He will not bother to run his harrow or 
scuffier through it, or bother about culti­
vating. Last year the hon. member for· 
Burnett quoted a comparison made by th<:> 
Dalma Local Producers' Association in con­
nection with the cost of producing 10 acres of 
sc>cd and ratoon cotton. I am quoting the· 
fivureo he gave from "Hansard," volume 
CXLII.. page 1602. His figures were abso­
lutely silly, because certain items of expendi­
ture charged in the case of plant cotton were 
not charged in the case of ratoon cotte0n when 
they should have been charged. In connec­
tion with plant cotton the hon. member 
quoted-

" Falling scrub at £1 15s. per acre, 
£17 10s. 

" Stacking and burning timber, 15s. 
per acre, £7 10s." 

There is a total cost of £25 there. Those 
items do not appear as a charge against the· 
cost of growing ratoon cotton. The hon. 
member pointed out that the cost of plant· 
ing 10 acres of seed cotton is £75 10s. 3d., 
and the cost of planting 10 acres of ratoon 
cotton only £40 6s., but he does not include 
any expenditure for clearing in the case of 
ratcon cotton. Have the farmers not to· 
fell the scrub, clear it, and burn it off when 
growing ratoon cotton? How can the hon. 
gentleman justify figures like those? 

Mr. BRAND: You do not plant ratoon 
cotton. 

1\Ir. HARTLEY: Have ~on not to plant 
it the first time, or does God send it down 
from tho sky? \\'hon y<Ju grow ratooa 
cotton you must take into consideration the· 
initial cost in preparing the land for the first; 
planting that will bream~· ratoon. He also 
charged against the planting of seed cotton 
the items-

Plain wire ... 
Wire 
Erection of fence 

A total of 

£ 8. d. 
1 16 0 

13 19 0 
1 19 0 

£17 14 0 
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but omitted to do so in connection with 
ratoon cotton. Why not charge part of this 
cost against the cost of growing ra to on cotton? 
The items are an absolute fraud, and the 
figures arc not worth twopence. The figures 
that I have received from the Department 
of Agriculture show that the cost of properly 
cultivating a 10-acre patch of ratoon cotton 
is going to be within 6s. of the cost of 
cultivating the same acreage of annual cotton. 
If those figures are c-onsidered by the publio 
outside, and by the farmers in particular, 
they will realise that no advantage lies in 
the growing of ratoon cotton, and I do not 
think that the farmers will thank hon. 
members oppesito for the very bad advertise­
ment they have been giving them this mern­
ing. 

Mr. WARREN (illurrumJN): The hon. 
member for Fitzroy has adopted an abso­
lutely wrong and absurd idea in connection 
with the cotton industry_ He attempted to 
demonstrate that it costs just as much to grow 
ratoon a~ plant coH-on. _\s a !natter of fact, 
the figures of the hen. member for Bur 1ett, 
which he attempted to discredit, arc abso­
lutely correct and reasonable. The fences 
that he alluded t0 are already there, and 
their cost appears in the ori~inal csti1nato 
for plant cetton. Ii is only after the cotton 
has been planted that it becmnes ratoon 
cotton. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Why not charge the cost in 
the secend year as well ? 

Mr. \VARREN": To be exact, the cost 
"1\euld ueed to b,; charged a second time, 
but the hen. men,hcr is taking up a wrong 
stand completely. because no statement has 
c~er been made from this side of thn Cha·,l!­
l>er that ratoon cotton is cultivated bcc'tmo 
of its cheapness. \Ye say that the farmer 
io not able to grow plant cottou, and that it 
is far better to have ratoon than no cotton. 
That is the ~tand we have taken up. It is 
not a qu~'tion of whether plant cotten is 
not absolutely the best. \Ve candidly admit 
that ratoon is not the best, but we say that 
the climatic coe!ditions will not porr~rit of 
plant cotton bcin~: grown. The hon. mem­
ber for Fitzroy ,[ppears to be grasping at 
thing·s which a re not the principal fartors in 
the industry. If wo have found by practical 
experience extending over a perio"c! of three 
o1· four years that plant cotton is a failure, 
and that hotter rr·turns are secured in come 
districts from ratoon cotten, we are per­
fe~tly justified in om: actiou in asking tho 
:Mrmster to remov ~ t11e ban on ratoorL It 
is the onlj· proper course for him to adopt. 
Hon. members en this side -,, ould like to sec 
the very best cotten grO\:n, but if the 
growers an• confiloed to plant cotton we do 
not believe wo are going to have any at all. 
There has been a lot of talk about slove,;ly 
frtrmors. \Vhat ·art ef a farmer would tlw 
hon. momber for Fitzroy 111al>> '? I do not 
b0lieve that he c-ou:d farm a racehor,o. .l'\ o 
hon. member should cast aspersions on the 
brmer for tho position he finds himself in 
to-day. 

lVIr. HARTLEY: \Vho could not farm a race­
horse? 

Mr. WARREN: The hon. member could 
LOt, 

Mr_ HARTLEY: T will werk alongside you 
on a farm any time you like. 

Mr. WARREN : I will take the hon. mem­
Ler on any time he likes. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! 

Mr. WARREN : The hon. member for 
Fitzroy is not justified in casting such a 
slur on these unfo,.tunate men. These men 
have put up a big fight for their iLbsolute 
rights. 

:i'>1r. HARTI,EY: How much arc you farming 
just now? 

Mr. WARREN: I am farming far n::oro 
than the hr;n. member. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You are better at selling 
farms than farming. 

Mr. WARREN: 'I'he hen. member is abso­
lutely wrong. I own more farms than he 
does. I am engag•'d in actual farming, but 
tJ1e hon. member's wallaby ranch--

The CHAIRM.\N : Order ! Order ! 

Jl.fr. W ARR.EN: I admit that the hon. 
member for Fitzroy drew me off the track. 
1 rose not so much to discuss the value of 
ratoon cotton as to say that the ratoon 
farmers have put up a straight 'me! honest 
fight to achieve their ends, and it is only 
right that the Government should give them 
,,, fair deal and un epportunity to grow 
ra toon cotton. 

Mr. G. P. 13ARN"ES (TVar1;:ick): This 
morning hon. members listened to poc.sibly 
ono ef the> strangest speeches that I can 
remember having been deliver<o_cl in this 
Chamber by a Secretary for Agriculture. 
'I'he hen. gentleman took hen. members on 
this side to book for their attitud' on the 
subject that is unrler discussion. He com­
plained bitterly that only last year hon. 
members on this sidu were out-and-out advo­
cates for giving the men who desired to grow 
ratoon the chance to do se. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
not so. A nu;nber of hon. nwmbers on your 
side, including the then leader, the hon. 
member for \Vindscr, >>ore in favour of the 
legislation. 

::VIr. G. P. BARXES: I am referring to 
the commendation of the hon. gentleman 
whcp he was speaking. He took us to task 
and said in effect, " Last year you com­
plained that the Govemment would not allow 
ratooning, and now because they are going 
to allow ratoonintr you complain." That is 
ar. exceedingly stnnge attitude for the hon. 
gentleman to take up. He took hon. mem­
bers on this side to task in one direction and 
cornrnendcd them in another. \Ve can quite 
unde·rstand the mi11d ef the hon .. g<mtloman 
m this matter. because he has, in effect, to 
recognise that the attitude taken up on this 
side ef the House last year was the correct 
one. As the last speaker pointed out, we 
ciid not ad,-ocate tltat farmers should be con­
fined exclusively t~.) growing 1,·at-aon cotton, 
Lut we did say that, if plant cotton cannet 
bc grown, then the Government have no 
right to debar people from gwwing ratoon 
cotton. 

OPPOSITIOK MEMBERS : Hear, he u ! 

M·r. G. P. BARXES: It is clear from the 
evidence that, un]t~ss \\ e resort to conditions 
of that kind, the ir:dustry is going to suffer. 
'Ihe real trouble of the Secretary for Agri­
culture is in the triumph of Opposition rdeas. 
He has had to come here and saY " I am 
rescinding the old regnlations; I ,;:m adopt­
ing the ideas whic~ were given exprr;<.sion to 
last year by the Oppositiofl." That, of 
oourse, is a t·roubleseme thing for the hon. 
gentleman to do. Hon. members call under­
stand how he is feeling annoyed because he 

Mr. G, P. Barnes.1 
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has had to succumb to the superior ideas 
given expression io last year by the Oppo­
sition. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The exhibition of 
obstinacy that we have ha.d from the hon. 
gentleman has, I suppose, neve>· been excelled 
in this Chamber. Whilst being truly sincere, 
he has been exta·cmely and as sincerely 
obstinate as an individual could be; but he 
has had to climb down, and, under the 
circumstances, he is to be commended on 
having come here and expressed himself 
as he has done; although it would have been 
bette,r for him to have done it in a spirit 
which would have been more in keeping with 
the manner in which he expressed himself 
in July of this year. In replying to a depu­
tation on 25th July la.st, the Secretary for 
Agriculture is reported to ha Ye caid-

"The Government apparently now holds 
the view that without ratoon cotton the 
progress of the industry will be seriously 
hindered. 

" This morning the Mimster for Agri­
culture (Mr. Gillies) told a deputation 
from the Cotton-growers' Conference that 
the Government had decided to relax 
certain conditicns which it had bc<>n 
announced that the growers must accept 
if they were to be a.llowed to grow 
ratoon. The conditions, he stated, were 
only drawn up for the protection of 
the growers' interest, and the ir dustry. 

" ' 'I'he policy of the Government,' said 
Mr. Gillies, ' is safety first.' 

"The following conditions would have 
to be accepted by the growers of ratoon 
cotton:-

(1) All ratoon cotton growers would 
have to be n·gistered or licensed. 

(2) The Government would not giYe 
guarantees on 'l'atoon cotton. although 
advances would be made to ratoon 
growers wh8re thought fit. 

(3) The mixing of ratoon with plant 
cotton would be considered an offence 
against pest preeaution;, and it and 
other offences against the new Act 
would be punishable by deregistration 
of the grow•·r 

(4) The seed would be controlled. 
" The Government on all the eYidence 

before it, and in view of the fact that 
Queensland is a different country to most 
cotton-growing countries, has thought it 
best to do this. 

"'You all. of course, know that tho 
Government h.e' not been asleep on the 
matter,' said Mr. Gillies in opening up 
the main ma.tteL ' The Govemment has 
decided, 11nd I think we might be able 
to settle this matter in the right way 
before we leave this room. That is, if 
you, as the growers' ropn~se:ntatives, aTe 
willing to accept the safeguards of the 
industry which I have put before you.' " 

That was a very commendable determina· 
tion to come to, and hon. members on this 
side of the Chamber are heart and soul in 
congratulating the Secretary for Agriculture 
on having decided to give the ratoon cotton­
growers a chance. That is all that we 
wanted. It is very satisfactory to know 
to-day that the men who are engaged in the 
cotton-growing industry and who desire to 
ratoon-in fact who cannot do anything else 
-are to have that opportunity. 

i/lfr G. P. Barnes. 

[12.30 p.m.] 
Mr. HARTLEY: Then the hon. member will 

want to extend school holida.ys so that the 
children can go out and pick the cotton. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That is a very fool­
ish statement. The other day I had a con­
versation with a man who liYes in my 
district who is a most ardent supporter of 
the Go~ernment, and this is the tribute he 
paid to the Government. He said, " I have 
just met a man who is ,down and out, and 
who is practically in a starving condition due 
t•J the fact that he went in for cotton in the 
north of Queensland. He succeeded in the 
first year, and then the Government came 
along with the demand that ratoon cotton 
should be destroyed. He complied with that 
request, and to-day he is simply carrying his 
' bluey.' He is down and out." Th~t i~ a 
kind of holiday hon. members on this side 
of the House do not wish to give to people, 
but that is the kind of holiday many a man 
is having forced upon him to-day in conse­
quence of the obstinacy of the Government 
in this matter, and particularly in conse­
quence of the obstinacy of the Secretary for 
Agriculture. 

Government interjections. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am not going to 

say for one moment that the hon. gentleman 
is not perfectly sincere. I think it is right 
to encoura.ge ot1r people to grow the very 
best crop they possibly can, but, when Wf3 
know the circumstances and have had evi­
dence that the onlv chance of growing cotton 
in some areas is by cultivating ratoon, then 
the attitude of the Government seems abso­
lutely absurd. 

I find that, as far back as 1920, according 
to a report by Mr. Daniel Jones, this very 
question of ratooning was considered by the 
Government and an understanding was 
arrived at. In his report Mr. Jones says-

" H. Johnston specially visited Aus­
tralia for the purpose of inquiring into 
the practicability of commercial cotton 
production. From his and other investi­
gations various conclusions were come to, 
viz.:- ' 

1. Cotton can be easilv grown in 
Australia and of excellent quality. 
The doubt, however, remained whether 
it can be made to pay. 

2. If cotton must be planted each 
year the Qost of labour for so doing 
will be such that, excepting a few 
favoured spots, cotton-growing cannot 
be made to pay. 

3. In general practice, the only pos­
sible way open is by ratooning. viz.:­
Allowing the cotton plants to bear 
cotton for three or four years so that 
the grower can g-et his annual crop 
for that period without replanting." 

All that kind of thing- was known to the 
Government in 1920. They have been in close 
contact with authorities, and have consulted 
those authorities. They have been in pos­
se,sion of that kind of evidence, yet we had 
that drastic legislation last yPar which 
banned ratoon and practically brought to 
ruin m'any of our men engaged in the cotton­
growing industry. I maintain that iniury is 
still being done. It is true the Minister 
ha.s climbed down and the GovPrnment have 
climbed down, but the grace with whkh that 
has been done is not commendable. The 
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industry is still being injure.d, and the injury 
is being perpetuated because the Minister 
·still deprecates t,he growing of ratoon cotton. 
'The hon. gentleman knows in his own heart 
and mind that, unless certain growers cui· 
tivate ratoon cotton, they Cllnnot grow cotton 
11t all. 

Mr. KELSO: Tha-t is why we have so few 
-gro\ving cotton. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That is so. Take 
mv own district. The Warwick district was 
<01~e of the earliest districts to advocate the 
growing of cotton. I myscll took the matter 
:tip six or seven years ago, and in compEtny 
with Mr. Daniel J ones I addressed meetings. 
We induced about twentY-six farmers to put 
small areas under cultiva-tion. The great 
bulk came to grief because on the Downs our 
·seasons are too short and wo nev('r know 
when we are done with frost. The other 
-day I spoke to some of those farmers to see 
if they had lost faith, as I was very annoyed 
at myself for having induced them to under­
take a- bad venture. One of them said to 
me, " Although ratoon has been banned no 
0ther cotton can be successfully grown in 
this district except during some VBry excep­
tional years." 

Mr. CARTER : Do you think cotton plants 
will stand hea-vy frosts? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Yes. Frosts are in 
•evidence everywhere. I am very glad the 
Minister is going to allow ratoon. It is 
going to be a very difficult battle to remedy 
the wrong done, because it happened at the 
most critical moment of our experience with 
·Cotton. The way in which the Cotton Indus­
try Act was administered gav€ such a check 
to cotton-growing that it will be many a long 
day before the industry will recover. How­
<>ver, it is better to have this reform now 
than never. I trust that the cotton industry, 
which bade fair to rival many of our other 
industriBs, will yet come to the fore and 
Teach a stage of prosperity which will help 
to make Queensland the wonderful State we 
hope it will be. 

Mr. CORSER (lJurnett): I understand 
that the hon. member for Fitzroy went to 
-some troubl€ to try and disprove some figures 
given by me with regard to the cost o£ the 
production of cotton. 

Mr. HARTLEY: And I succeeded. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : I also 

disproved them. 

Mr. CORSER: That must be in the hon. 
gentleman's own mind. I did not hear 
anything about it. 'I'he hon. gentleman evi­
dently has the privilege of interjecting from 
the tllble-a privilege that WC do not get. The 
hon. member for Fitzroy complained that my 
figures were not correct. I shall refer him' 
io the growers themselves. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I did not say any such 
thing. 

Mr. CORSER: You claimed that they 
were not correct. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I claimed that they were not 
a right corn parison as between plant cotton 
and ratoon cotton. 

7. 

Mr. CORSER: That is somewhat different. 
I gave thaw figures as figures compiled by 
<."'rtain Local Producers' A,.,ociations and 
Cotton Growers' Associations: I did not give 
them as my own compilation; I stated the 
authority. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You said that it oast .£50 
an acre for ratoon cotton as against £75 
for seed cotton. 

The CHAIRMA:'\: Order ! 
Mr. CORSER: I said that certain associa­

tions and individuals had compi!Bd 1md 
printed this information, and it was from 
that printed information that I was quoting. 
I did not pretend that they were my own 
fi_e;urcs. 

Mr. IIARTLEY: Do you repudiate them? 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. CORSER : I do not say they are 

wrong, but, if they are wrong, let the hon. 
member repudiate them among the cotton­
growers who compiled them. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You ar·e shifting your 
ground now. 

Mr. CORSER: I am not shifting any 
responsibility. I quoted certain sets of figures 
which I claim arc right, and which I said 
were compiled by the people whose names 
I gave and by the associations I quoted. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I say they are wrong. 
Mr. CORSER: If they are ·wrong, go to 

tht' associations mentioned and tell them they 
are wrong; but do not stand up here and 
say that the member for Burn tt gave wrong 
information. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You are only .£25 an acre 
out. 

Mr. CORSER: If there is anything wrong 
with the compilation made by these farmers, 
it i;; that they did not ·debit the cost of 
fencing to the cost of the crop. 

Mr. HARTroEY: What crop 1 
Mr. CORSER: The hon. member must not 

s:tv that the hon. member for Burnett has 
made a wrong-- compilation, when " Han­
sard" clearly shows that the information I 
g-ave to the Committee was compiled by 
various associations. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Have a look at " Hansard" 
and see. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon 
member for Fitzroy to cease his interjections. 
The hon. member will have another oppor· 
tunity of making a speech. 

Mr. GORSER: I wante-d to correct him. 
J\1r. HARTLEY: You did not correct me. 
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 

ll)ember to obey my call to order. Other 
hon. members have done so, and I hope the 
hon. member also will olY'Y my call. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I rise to a point of 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN: There is no point of 
order. 

l'>Ir. HAR'I'LEY: I rise to a point of 
order. My point of order is that, if a m"m­
ber makes an incorrect statement about a 
statement I have made, then I am entitle-d 
to correct it. 

'The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is 
not in order in interjecting. 

Mr. CORSER: It is within my privilege 
to correct the hon. member and put him right. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed him 
b:v the Standing Orders. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : Some questions 
have arisen during the debate that call for 

lllr. Vowles.J 
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special attention. When cott<m was being 
revimvcd for the first time and lerrislation 
was being J>t"sed, mcmbors of the b Opposi­
tiOn, not bemg obsessed with opinions which 
had been forced upon them bv members of 
delegations <>ho had pe1somti ·· intere·cts and 
reasons for !':Citing the Government to adopt 
a et•rtain line of action, said that the time 
would arrive when the Government would 
realise that general consideration should bo 
giYml to all ,ections of th • community, and 
~norc part:cularly to those who were engaged 
~~~ cotto" g1 01;-ing at the time the delega­
bon c:llllC to Queensland. It is a funny 
thing th"t in the history of am?nding legis­
lation m Qaeensland. more particularly in 
recent years, invariably the amendments 
"hich arc being brought forward are amend­
ments \\hich the Opposition attempt d to 
force on the Government but which for somo 
reason \\ere not accepted. Tirnes without 
number amendmentc are brought forwe1rd in 
r gard to ,ubjcct-mattcrs that we have dis­
cussed here, and the very principles that we 
have aoked to be embodied in our State law 
and which have been refu,,d have eventu­
ally become the law. I need oniy go back to 
the historical Land Act Amendment Act of 
1920. If you look over mccecding events, 
you wJI fj,,d that a warning \vas hold out 
th" t cn·tain results would follow. When 
cotton was first discussed in our Legislature 
\Ve were all nov icPs at the business. No 
doubt we wore in the same position as the 
Government and had to be guid.- d as far 
as possible by expert opinion, but vre all 
felt that members of the Government-more 
particularly the .Minister-had been living iu 
an atmosphere which to a certain extent 
was tainted in favour of a delegation which 
had certain interc·ts to serve, and that any­
thing that was brought forward bv that 
delegation required mature consideration 
before we made it the law. 

The hon. member for Stanley made a very 
fme speech on the subject of cotton. He 
is,ucd warnings, and pointed out how some 
consideration should ha Ye been giv _n at 
that ste.g- to the subject of ratoon cotton. 
The_ amendment _has been moved as a protest 
agamst the actiOn of the Governm ·nt in 
penalising a certain section of the producers 
who observed the law, and who consequently 
are p;omg to suffer, whlle those who did not 
ob,c•rve the law are going to benefit. The 
vario'ls speakers I have listened to appeared 
to bo rather parochial in their remarks and 
to argue the cotton question from a 'local 
point of view, and no doubt we are apt to 
r,·gard these matters from what we see 
personally in our O';Vn districts. 

I qnito agree \Yith some of the ren1arkE; 
which were made by the hem. member for 
Fitzroy. The condition which he described 
in tropic a] or almost tropical districts such 
as Rockhampton arc v0rv different to the 
c'?nditions in \V cstern Queensland or on the 
1\ orthcrn Dovrns, as the seasons aro m or~~ 
corbin and ~here is a p_oscibility almost every 
ye•n· of havmg a sufficwnt ramfall to germi­
nate th2 St)ed; but the conditions in that 
locality may be very different to those 
obtaining in other centres. The hist.Qn o£ 
cotton-growing on the Northern Dow,;s 1s 
that in a normal season cotton-growing 1s 
going- to succeed. 

It has been a competition in the prolific 
sea.on \\"0 have had between cotton growing 
and the growth of pests, and we camwt 
Lake it as a normal one. Unfortunately, 

[Mr. Vowles. 

thoro is always more or less uncertainty 
ir; regard to the seasons. Even i£ the· 
gTower was assured of getting the neeessary 
rain at the start for the germination of the· 
seed, the necessary later rains might not 
b,, forthcoming. and the plants might not 
rnature. For tbesc reasons it is necessary, 
o"ce the ratoou plants have been "'staulished, 
to allow the grower to c·ontinue that system. 
if ho desires, and permit him to get what­
ever return he can from the crop. The 
crowers have. been placed in a very. twfor-. 
!una.to pos1t1on through the banrm;;.; of 
ratoon cotton. I know of an inshnce whore 
a man had up to 70 acres under ratoon 
cc,tton. He observed the law and ploaghed 
it out, althom;h it was very much against 
the grain to destroy the whole rcsnh: of 
his labour. He oaid to me, " I am com­
r,elled by the law to get rid of a crop which 
I and the m<embers of my family have 
grown, and which on account of late rains­
and late g~ rmination has not been a F-nccess. 
It would be a success the next season, but 
I am compelled to dig it np." I said, 
''You have to obey the law, old chap, and 
the only thing is to take it as a sport." 
He has ploughed the crop out, and there 
is a possibility that he will not get anything 
at all for the work he and his family havo 
done on that o.rea. 

The question has been raised as to whether· 
a man should be penalised for defying the 
law and whether those ·.,·ho oh<erve the law 
should profit by their action. I listened to­
the hon. membe1· for Fitzroy, who drew 
an analogy between the cotton-grower who· 
had observed the law and the man who had 
not, and he made a contrast between the 
11'an who produced bad cotton and the one· 
who produced good cotton. 

Mr. HAR1'LEY: I did not do that. 

Mr. VOWLES : At any rate, it was an 
hon. member on the opposite side. If we 
refer to legislation which d<'als with diseases 
in stock, we find that where the DPpartmont 
of Agriculture has ordered the destmction 
of diseased cattle nnder the authoritv of 
tht' Diseases in Stock Act, and it is Stlbse­
quently found that the department has made 
a 1nistake, the unfortunate owner receives 
compensation from a fund created for that. 
purpose. The Government have realised 
and ftdmitted that a mistake has been made 
in the action they have• taken against the­
growing of ratoon cotton. It should be 
recognised also that some of the growers. 
have suffered pecuniary losses, and "\VC SaS 

that under the circumstances compensJtion 
should be given to them. 

I wont the other day with tho Secretary 
for Public Lands and his party to the 
Da ''son Valley, where cotton g;owing is' 
bC'ing carried on, and where irrjgation will 
be applied on a large scale. 1t is very 
neccssarv that there should be effective "''per­
vision In regard to the crops ,vhich are 
grown. I ha vo seen plnces cult iva ied and' 
abandoned and then ovcrgto\Yn 'vith pests, 
wl:;ich become a menace to the surrou•rding 
crops unless proper supervision is given. 
l am nol merely referring to the bad farmer; 
I am thinking of the clean farmer. In 
tlw case to which I alluded the farme1·· 
~ot l'O return from the work of i1i,11S"Jf 
~nd his familv for six months, and the only 
prospect he 'had was in the succeeding 
season. If he had Id the crop go to ruin, 
l would ha Ye had no sympathy for hin;; 
but the fact that he kept it clean and d1dl 
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rthe best possible under the circumstances 
should entitle him to more consideration 
than to be asked to destroy the whole of the 
crop, which as the only means he had of 
financing himself during the year. 

I do not regard the amendment altogether 
..as a vote of censure again~t the Government. 
I regard it more as a very strong nggc ,t­
tion from tlw Opposition to the Government 
that, when they are bringing in the Supple­
rnentary Estimates dealing with this depart­
ment, provision should be made fot the 
Bettlcrs who have destroved their ratoon 
-crops, so that they will not be oJtos-ethrr 
losers throug-h an Act of Parliament which 
was of an Cxperin1ental nature, and which 
ha' turned out to be detrimental to the 
interests of the growers. 

A remark was made by one hon. member 
that it had been stated that ratoon cotton 
>Coming from Queensland would not be 
accepted b.v certain mills. From th0 evi­
dence of the Central fiueen ,[and growers 
and Mr. Daniel Jones, it appears that the 
·public have laboured under a delusion 
with regard to ratom1 cotton. It has been 
p10ved by the sales of ratoon cotton which 
was sent to Eng-land that it is possible to 
get a much higher price for ratcon cotton 
tban was anticipated. It "as previously 
stated that r~toon cotton was not legal 
tender. The only objection, thon•foro, that 
can be urged againc,t ratoon cotton-growers 
is that it is a harbour for posts. To get over 
ihat difficulty, the growers said thev were 
prepared to cut do;vn the planb, l~ut the 
Department of Agriculture compelled the'n 
to e:<terminate .the ratoon plants. and thus 
<lep:tved them, m m.1ny ca~es of the oppor­
tnmty of earmng a livelihood. 

I think I shall net be giving anything 
oa11ay when I refer to Messrs. l\JcDonnell 
and East, who it is gl'nerally understood 
were prepared to accept every pound of 
\l~atoon eotton gron:n h(_~re at a fair price, 
net for the. purpose of trading in cotton 
a.s rnerc:handtse, but f.or using it in connec­
tion Wtth upholstery, for the stuffing of 
plllo~~vs, n1attres::-es, and in connection "'\vith th2 
manufacture of furnitur~. generally. I say 
that a Government who wt!J allow the destruc­
tion of a product which was going to be 
marketable-a product which is sonwthing 
·new from a r~Yenue-producing point of view 
-are not dmng their duty to Queensland 
and to our producers gencmlly. 

For these re_asons I au1 supporting the 
amendment whtch has been moved by the 
ban. member for Aubigny. I trust that 
hon. members will not look on this as a 
p~ rty matter or :;s political propagn nda. 
V\ hat affects me m my electorate affects 
t.on. members opposite in their eloctoratr,,,­
that argument applies all round. 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): I am going to sup­
p{ll't tho amendment of the loader of the 
Oppositi~n, and I wish to say a few words 
to explam why I do so. Surolv it should 
not be necessary in a British coi11mnnitv to 
ask that those who ohev the law should l;ave 
the same privil~ges a"' th,)se who disobey the 
law; but the circumstances in this case ure 

nch that our request is practically 
[2 p.m.] tantamount to that. \li7 e are 

asking . that. the cotton-growers 
who destroyed the1r crops at the behest of 
the. Government should not be victimised 
whllst those who defied the Government and 
grew ratoon cotton are allowed to reap a 
benefit. Notwithstanding that the Govern-

ment issued threats and that the' were 
unstinted in their criticism of these men and 
of Mr. Daniel Jones, they have cli•11bed down 
and allowed thDse who defied them to sell 
their cotton. Here they are to-day jingling 
the money in their pockets and enjoying 
luxury whilst those who obeyed the Ia.w 
have no money in their pockets, are without 
a crop, are suffering hardship and privation, 
are going without the necessaries of life 
and getting behind with their rent, on which 
the Government impose a fine of 10 per 
cent. because the~," cannot pay up in tin1o. 
It is unusual in a British community and 
in a British Parliament for members of the 
Opposition to be compelled to ask the Go­
vernment to mete out British fair play to 
citizens of the State. I am forced to the 
conclu-ion that the Government are not 
meting out Bril ish fair play but Bolshevik 
domination. There was no need for the 
!'.1inister to indulge in a burst of bad temper 
and endeavour to prove his caEc by abuse and 
quoting figuJ'es which are unreliable, to sa v 
the best of them. All the evidence we hav'o 
shows that they are not reliable, yet the 
hon. gentleman quotes the figures knowing 
in his own mind that men >vho have sent 
down ratoon cotton have received plant 
cotton prices, and that those people are 
included amongst the succe•,sful plant cotton­
growers. Those figures are unreliable, yet 
he put them forward in defence of his case. 
He also argued, because there wore fifty 
motor-oars at the Biggenden show this year 
as compared with two last year, that tho 
fa.rmors are prosperous. 

I usk the Minister, in the first place, how 
many motor-cars were O'\Yned b.-,- cotton­
growers, a.nd, sc,ondl.v, whet.her they were 
bought out of the profits derived from cotton­
gTewing. Let me show how foolish that 
ftr.alogy is. vVhen the GoYemment came into 
power in 1915 there were two motor-cars 
owned by the State, and in 1918-19 they 
owned forty-nine, yet they were crying 
out that they were hard up. 

The C'J'IAIR:\1AN : Order ! 
Mr. FRY: Ko sane Minister would quote 

the number of motor-carB to show the profit­
able nature o_f an indnstry, yet we have the 
!'.1inist·or stating that a.nd quoting unreli­
able figure", and relying H[JOn gonerrrl abuse 
to defend his case. 'l'he Government are at 
their wits' end to know what to do. I give 
them this credit, that thev have been the 
catsp>tw of the big finandal concerns. It 
has been said that they obtained election 
funds from t.hoso concerns. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR AGRICrLn:RE: That is 
a morrn contemptible statement. 

Mr. FRY: It is not. The Government 
obtained fnnds frnm the breweries, and, if 
th~y wil] take funds from one source, they 
will take money from another. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTCl:LTl:RE: That 
sta tomcnt is worthy of the hon. gentleman. 

1\ir. FRY: I try to speak the truth. which 
the hon. gentleman does not. When the 
VVhinstanes Ginnery wa.s opened I was pre­
~cnt. and there was praise on all sidrs for 
Mr. Daniel Jones. as the man w,ho had laid the 
successful foundation of the cotton industry 
in Queensland. It was oven thought that 
the King should be reouested to confer some 
mark of national acknowledgment on Mr. 
Daniel J ones for his great services. Then 
the spinners come along and the Government 

Mr. Fry.] 
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and the Minister, acting as the dancing doll 
for the spinners, applaud the experts who 
ridiculed Mr. Daniel Jones. On the one hand 
the Minister says, "Hear, hear!" and on 
th6 other hand, he says " Boo !" just accord­
ing to how the wind is blowing. So far as 
I can see, he does not know where he is. 
He has no sound opinion on this matter. He 
is being pulled from one side to the other 
just as he interprets public opinion. If Mr. 
Daniel Jones is not the man that he was 
acclaimed to be before the experts camo 
along, and if he has been dethroned-as he 
has been or a.s the Minister thinks he has 
been-and the Minister has come into the 
arena and become the ~hampion, why does 
he now abuse Mr. Daniel Jones and ask him 
to find a market for 10,000 or 20,000 bales of 
ratoon cotton? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!Cl.'LTuRE: That IS 
a reaoonable request. 

Mr. FRY: The Government first of a,ll 
claimed that nature could not produc.3 the 
same quality article twice from' the same 
p!rtnt. They claimed that the second crop 
could not be as good as the first. They 
claimed that plant ~otton was the best, and 
that ratnon cotton did not oome up to that 
standard. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE : The 
Government still say that. 

Mr. FRY: The Government claim that 
nature could not produce the same quality 
crop from the same plants on two successive 
occasions. J\Ir. Daniel J ones said that was 
wrong, anci he has proved it to be wrong, 
and then the Minister shifted his ground and 
said that the second crop encouraged the 
pink boll worm, and, after there had been a 
big splash in the pan and it was proved 
that the young tender plant was more favour­
able to !he encouragement of the pink boil 
worm, the Minister dropped that and got 
on to something else. His next plea was 
that the staple of ratoon cotton was shorter 
than the e,t1 ple of annual cotton, and he 
started to talk about some sort of cells and 
that sort of thing. He said that what human 
beings could not determine a machine 
created by a human being could determine. 
The h~m. g<mtleman said that. alth0ugh rrn 
analysis could not determine the difference 
between ratoon and plant cotton. a cold, 
unsympnthet'c feelingless machine could. 
T,hat is against all r<''lson. In the first place 
natu"e is dPnied the ability to reproduc~ 
its~lf PorrH.,t 1 :v a serond time, and on the 
other h_ar!d the po·;ihility of expert analysis 
dctnmnung· the difference between ratoon 
ar,d pl'nt cdton is al o d<•nicd. It is a lot of 
bosh. T~P 8;-erct~ r.v for. A gricultur~ is being 
sway,e.d 1n h1s 0p1n1on hke a rt:'ed In a 'vind 
and is looking to sec where he is going to 
get the IT1ost political kndos from. 'He now 
hopes that his def<ence that he is not going 
t8 n~~-! t.he taxnq, ~"~ers' mone:vs to colnpenf{:tte 
th0se people will save him. That cannct save 
him. ns anv s<>n~ihle man knows. If the 
Governm0r-t could me the taxpayers' money 
for ioy rides, motor-cars-- · 

Tho C'HAIRMAN: Order! Order! 
l'h·. FRY: I say that the moncv of the 

taxpdycr is concPrncd, and that the" Govern· 
ment <Fd not heeitate to use it in those 
dirPct'o"'· Tho fr"WHs of ratonn cotton 
who a~tc·d like good law-abicFng ~itizens and 
de,trnvcd their cr<'ps when the order of the 
Government was i'sued are to be the losers 
thereby, but the men who turned round and 

[1111'. P"y. 

said to the Government, "\Ye will not 
destroy our crops ; we will fight you to the· 
bitter end, and throw our whole weight and! 
votes against you," are to be allowed to­
harvest their ratoon cotton and benefit from• 
its sale. Are we to sit idly by and see men 
who disobeyed the law going around with 
their money jing-ling in their pockets, and: 
on the other hand see those men who obeyed 
the law go hungry and be in want 1 That 
is not British justice, as I understand it. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhy 
don't you say "Australian justice?" Are· 
you not an Australian? 

Mr. FRY: Yes, but if this is a sample of 
" Australian justice," God save Australia 
from the outliner of its justice. The Aus­
tralian might hit hard, but he tries to be 
fair, and he is not going to see an opponent 
sat upon without defending him and his ca,use_ 
The position as I see it is wrong and 
untenable. Even the hon. member for Port 
Curtis tried to get the Government out of 
the hole they are in by drawing an analogy 
between the dairying and cotton industries. 
The difference between the two industries 
is this: The dairying industry provides 
milk for consumption and within twenty­
four hours it goes right into the system;: 
but before cotton is manufactured into the 
finished article it has to go through a long. 
process of preparation and cleansing a,nd 
never enters the system, There is no analogy. 
between the two industries. 

Mr. CARTER: You are posing as a; 
humourist-not as an authority. 

Mr. FRY: A man cannot help being a; 
humourist when hon. members opposite make 
such humorous statements, The repetition 
of their speecnes would be humorous enter­
tainment in itself. Their own sta,tements a·re 
sufficient to induce hon. members to vote for 
the amendment. When I am called upon to 
cast my vote I am not going to cast the vote 
in favour of the Government doing EOmething 
which is wrong, and which they must know 
is wrong. 

Why is all this bitterness hurled against 
Mr. Daniel Jones? Is it because the Sec­
retary for Agriculture is afraid? Vve hav<> 
the two gladiators in the field-the Secre­
tary for Agriculture and l\fr. Daniel Joneo­
Mr. Jones is fighting a lone hand-a single 
man up against the spinners' organisations. 
and the Government, and he has won all 
along the iine-so much so that the Govern­
ment arc forced to bring in an anH~nding 
Bill to accede to his ideas .. On the other 
hfmd, we have the Secretarv for Agricul­
ture, backed by the strong· fore c of the­
Government and all the arguments they can 
bring forth, backed by journals, the spin­
ners and experts. Yet on an occasion likn 
this he is not able to r .'ply effectively to l.Vlr. 
Daniel Jones-the man who is lighting alom·. 
\Yhy cumot. the Minister and the Govern­
tncnt bring forvvard a case which \vill con­
found this 1nan? Because he is fighting a. 
fight that is right. He is lighting for tht> 
man who was penalised because he obeyed 
the law. As the Secretary for Agricultura­
said at the opening of the \Vhinstanes 
G;nnery, Mr. Daniel Jones is fighting the 
fir;ht of the cotton industry of Queensland, 
but some strange influence has evidently since­
changed his opinion. 

Another aspect of the question is that of 
the consumers-the people who have to we:tr 
the clothing made from the cotton. I am 
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not too sure as to the purpose of the British 
Australian Cotton Growers' Association with 
all iis plantations in various parts ~f the 
world-in some cases raising cotton by black 
labour. They have tremendous crops coming 
along, &nd they may be using the Queensland 
Government as a lever to get cottcn at a better 
price in other parts of the world. I do not 
know. It may be that the British Australian 
Cotton Growers' Association is a part of the 
great British Cotton Growing Association 
operating in other parts of the world, and I 
am not too sure that the Secretary for Agri­
culture has not fallen to them. We have to 
look at these things and see what is behin 1 
them. If ratoon is as durable and suitable 
as plant cot.ton, and can be produced at a 
lower cost, thus enabling the wage-earners 
and consumers to secure clothing cheaper I 
shall support the ratoon cotton growers. 'As 
I pointed out previously in my speeches, 
every time the Government put up an excuse 
for not growing ra to on cotton it was knocked 
down, and the Government had to climb down. 
I shall cast my vote to-day in favour of the 
red':ction of the vote by o£1 as a protest 
agamst the Government not recognising the 
claims of those who obeyed the law, and as 
a prot?'lt agamst the Government smiling 
complaisantly upon those who disobeyed it. 

Question-That o£16,313 only (Jfr. Moore's 
amendment) be granted-put; and the Com­
mittee divide-d:-

Mr. Barnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, W. H. 
, Bell 
, Brand 
, Clayton 
, Corser 
, Costello 
,. Deacon 
,, Rdwards 
, Fry 
, Kelso 

AY~.s, 24•. 
Mr. King 
, Logan 
, Maxwell 
, Moore 
, Morgan 
, Nott 
., PetE>rson 
, Roberts 
, Swayne 
, Taylor 
, Vowles 

Kerr .. '\Varren 
Ttllers: .Jit·. Brand and Mr. Fry. 

Mr. Barhf>.r 
, Bedford 

Bertram 
Brennan 
Bruce 
Bulcock 
Carter 
Collins 
Conroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Dash 
Dunstan 
Farrell 
Ferricks 

, Foley 
Gillies 
Gledson 

XO~';S, 33. 

21r. Hnnson 
, Hartley 
,, Hynes 
, Kirwan 
, Land 
, Larcombe 
, 1\icCorma.ck 
, McLaehlnn 
, :ilfullan 
,. Riordan 
, Ryan 
, Smith 
,. Theodore 

Weir 
, "\Vinstanley 

Wright 

Tellers: }Jr. Han~on and ':\fr. Wright. 

PAins. 
AYJo:S. XOES. 

3Ir. PP-trie :Mr. Payne 
,. Appel , "'""ilson 

Resolved in the negative. 
Original question stated-

" That £16,314 be granted for ' Cotton 
Industry.' " 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : The Minister has 
claimed that he brought in certain legisla­
tion dealing with this particular indu,,tty on 
the advice of experts, yet he tells ue in this 
Chamber that he asked the Premier, when 

he was leaving for the Motherland, to look 
into the matter of the cotton marketing 
problem on the other side. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : He did 
so. 

Mr. CORSER: From what I can gather, 
when the Premie!' got to the other side he 
addressed the cotton intere,ts there. He did 
not go there and listen to an add-ress from 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR ,AGRICULTURE: He did 
more than that. 

Mr. CORSRR: The Minister sent a cable 
to him telling him of the troubles and pests 
here, and he is reported to have said that 
the pink boll worm would settle the ratoon 
cotton industry in Australia at the present 
time. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : I did not 
say that. 

Mr. CORSER: I did not say that the hon. 
gentleman said it. I am telling him what 
the Premier said. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You 
know what the Premier meant by that. 

Mr. CORSER: 1 know what he meant by 
i~. \Vhat he did was to mention something 
which Lad damaged the industry. I do 
11ot say that he meant to do that, as I do 
not think he is a man of that calibre, never­
theless he damaged the cotton industry tc 
a great degree. A special meeting of the 
Executive took place to insist on the ban being 
placed on the growing of rutoon cotton because 
of the pink boil worm. Instead of dealing with 
it in an expert way-the only way it could be 
dealt with successfully-the Minister dealt 
with it in a political sense. He had a special 
Cabinet meeting so as tc draw the attention 
of people outside to the vermin which are 
likely to attack our cotton industry. I think 
it would have been far better for the hon. 
gentleman to have dealt with the matter 
through the officers of his <lepartment, 
because this special Cabinet meeting did not 
do any good. I haYe here the " Cotton 
Farmer " of 1st July last, which co10tains a 
letter from the Lo~al Producers' Association 
at Lawson, via \Vondai, which was received 
at the meeting of the provi~ional executive 
of the Queensland Cotton Growers' Union. 
'l'he report states--

" It was resolved that this executive 
deplores the stntement made, by the Pre­
mier, M'r. Theodore, in his speech before 
the ManchestE'l' Chamber of Commerce, 
which reads-

In some caees the growers have had 
to pay for adult !about· while child 
labour is equally efficient. 

Where a man has been able to em­
ploy his own family, the cost (of cotton 
production) v.ill work out at about half 
the figures shown. 
"The Union regards this as equivalent 

to an endorsement of the employment of 
Australian woman and, child labour as 
an essential to p,roviding cheap cotton 
for Manchc,ter, in competition with black 
labour, as this Union believes that with 
the removal of existing harassing con­
ditions the production of cotton in Aus­
tralia will eusure a camp, tency for a 
family based on one man's labour. 

"It was resolved that the general 
secretary make a Press statement regard­
ing the one made by Mr. Gil!ies while 

1llr. Cot·ser.] 
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in Sydney and published in the ' Queens­
land Producer,' in which he extolled thP 
efficacy of the Queen,!ar,d Producers' 
Association in obtaining redre 3 for 
farnters; "-nd to challenge him to indic Jte 
one instance where cotton-growers, appeal­
ing through this organisation, have been 
able to obtain redress for their wrongs 
and grievancc8." 

We see that the hon. gentleman has been 
condemned by the growers themselves for 
his lack of interest l'ot only in the industry 
generally but in regard to their side of the 
industry. His work has been right along 
in the interest of one thing. and that is 
what has hampered the indu;try so much and 
what has hampered those on both sides of 
the House who are prepared. to assist it. 
The hon. gentleman was also ablo to tell 
lB that the hon. member for Oxley had gone 
home with the intention of inquiring- ir:to 

tlwse things. He condemns hon. 
[2.30 p.m.] members on this side and points 

to the leader of the Nationalist 
section, the hon. member for \Vindsor, as 
being with him in his detPrmination to 
place a ban on ratoon cottou. Bnt what 
dn we find in regard to the vi,.i£ of the 
hon. member for Oxlev to tltc other side? 
We find that the hoD". member addressed 
th" Oldham Chamber of Commerce, which 
afterwards decided lo put cr:rtain r,•stric­
tions on certain classes of cotton. Eyiclcntly 
he went over there to tell them thing,;, 
although the Minister told us th01t he went 
home with the special idea of ilnding out 
something about the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOrt AGRTCt;LTcRE : I diu 
not say that. 

Mr. CORSEH. : The hon. gentleman says 
he did not say it. Let me quote from the hon. 
gcntlcrr1an's re1narks in " I:Iansard " of this 
year-

" I might mention that, when thc1 
Cotton Industry Bill was before the 
House last year, it was support<Jd by 
the leader of the Opposition and the 
hon. member for Oxley. The latter 
gentleman went to the old country with 
the one intention of finding ont all & boLlt 
ratoon cotton, and has cabled out to say 
that the ratoori cotton embargo should 
be maintained, and he has not ch<1:1ged 
his view with regard to that." 

The Minister has ~ontradicted my state­
ment, but there is the extract from " Han­
sard" of this session to proYe that I am 
right. Apparently the hon. gentlema11 do'' 
not, know what he said. The :Minister 
has held up the hon. m0mbcr for Oxley and 
thP Premier as men who went home to 
EngJand to make inquiries, but our evidence 
is that they both addressed Chambers of 
Commerce :md otiwr interests over there 
and told them something and came back 
still of the same mind. 

The SECRET:,RY FOR AGRlCl'LTCHE: You 
al'~, quite wrong. 

Mr. CORSER : The Minister was so 
annoyed this morning when I attempted 
to interject that I had to go onbido for fear 
I would be put out of the Chamber by the 
Chairman's orders, and I hope my speech will 
not be a series of interjections in which I will 
get in a few words now and again. We all 
have our points of view, and my views are the 
views of the growers themselves, and my 
inter~9ts are those of the growers. As a 

[Mr. Corser. 

grower, I ought to have some practical know­
ledge of the industry. 

Mr. DASH: I thought you had a pear farm. 

Mr. CORSEH: I have no pear on my 
farm, and, i£ the hon. member wishes to know, 
I have a very fair sample of cotton there. 
So I think I have every right to speak as a 
grower. vVhat I did say was tlutt I was 
verv pleased that the growers of Queens­
land asked thE' Premier to withhold any 
eYidoncc with regard to cotton unl:il he had 
heard thei1· views, and I remarked that 
it did look more hopeful, bPcause dul·ing 
the last few months, under the h.:lministra­
tion of the Secretarv for Agr.culture, the 
growers have not got much information, 
and it was Yery pleasing to note that the 
Premier took that advice, with the result 
that all the detcrminations of the Secr8tary 
for Agriculture were throv;n aside 2-ud a 
conference was nlled at which he was able 
to tell them that certain decisions had been 
broken down and that some alteration was 
likely to take place. 

::\fr. HARTLEY: Can the hon. member tell 
m<> why in the figures quoted by him the 
cost of preparing the land was £25 less 
in the one case than in the other? 

Mr. CORSER: If the hon. member wants 
any further evidence, he can see in " Han­
sard" the names of the growers in the 
Ccmtral District who compiled those figures. 
Thev were collected on their behalf, they 
were quoted on their behalf, and they are 
ccrrect. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. gentleman repudi­
atc.d those figures this morning. 

Mr. CORSER : I did not ; I want to 
correct that impression in the mind of thu 
hon. gentleman. I corrected nothing, because 
I cl a imPd ther,e was nothing to correct. I hope 
later the hon. member will read for his 
information what I said. Mr, G. E. 
McDonald, Chairman of the Central Queens­
land District Council of Agriculture, is 
reported thus-

" Mr. McDonald stated that the depu­
tation, in protesting against such a sug~ 
gcstion, in view of the present parlous 
position of the growers, emphasised that 
the Minister's extreme sympathy wit~ 
the British-Australian Cotton Association 
wa<S unjustifiable, and in support quoted 
the report of the company's auditor, 
dated 9th November last, which antici 
pated a profit of £75,653 on the current 
season's operations and on a trading 
turnover of £178,333." 

Ho does not think it is a fair thing for the 
Minister to have so much interest in finding 
out the good things enjoyed by the companies 
when the growers have been so hard hit. 
'l'he report continues-

" As this huge profit of 42~ per cont. 
was expected from the industry at this 
end some idea would be given of what 
was developing with the full cognisance 
of Mr. Gillies under the Government's 
sheltering arm." 

Mr. FARilELL: What is the use of quoting 
rubbish like that? The hon. gentleman 
knows that a dividend has not yet been 
declared. 

Mr. CORSER: This gentleman represented 
the Queensland growers and was selected by 
the Council of Agriculture. That is the 
<Statement of a practical man, and it is not 
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Tubbish. The hon. gentleman does not like 
it because he knows that if he had done the 
right thing he would have voted with the 
Opposition in favour of red':cing this vo~e 
bv £1 and he is endeavounng to explam 
a\vav his action and the action of his Go 
yerrimrnt ~Y terming t~e st,~tem81:t ';l,ade by 
a grow~rs representative rubbr,h. 

Mr. FARRELL: God forbid that I should 
•ever vote with you. 

Mr. CORSER: For our sake, I hope God 
·will forbid it. (Laughter.) If it did occur, 
we would look at ours'Ch·es a.nd wonder what 
'had gone wrong. This industry does not 
hinge on the one quc•.<,tion of ratoon; it has 
Tecei.-ed a serious set-back by the agreement 
tha.t has been made with the British-Aus­
tralian Cotton Association. The Association 
in its prospectus clearly shows that the agree 
ment with the Government mea.ns a con­
siderable amount to them. This agreement 
pro.-ide' that the As"'ociation shall have the 
right to our seed free for 1922, at £1 per 
·ton in 1923, and at £1 10s. per ton in 1924, 
which indicates not only a serious blunder 
on the part of the Government but a serious 
loss to the growers. The profits that will 
be made by the British-Australian Cotton 
Association out of that seed should have 
gone into the pockets of the growers. There 
are no experts who will say that it is not a 
fair thing for the growers to receive a full 
-return for their industry. 

Mr. HYliES: To whom else could they have 
sold it? 

Mr. CORSER: They had the markets of 
t.he world to sell it to. Markets were avail­
a-ble during the time that the industry was 
ti0d up by this agreement. 

:l\Ir. IIY::ES: The hem. gentleman knows it 
is not practical to sell it to the markets of 
the world. 

i\lr. C'ORSER: I know it is practical. 
·The A,,sociation took the seed from the 
fRrmer8. and during the drought period, 
when the farmers were having a trying time 
and wanted food for their starving stock, 
they had to pay the State Produce Agene.v 
£5 per ton for this seed that the Acsociation 
had obtained for nothing in 1922 and for 
£1 per ton in 1923. 

Mr. Cr:AYTON: They had to pay £7 12s. 6d. 
a ton for it. 

Mr. CORSER: The ag;·eem·ont which is 
included in the prosp('ctus of the British­
Australian Cotton Aswciation clearlv e.hows 
that they obtained the seed for nothing in 
1922. 

Is there any rca'·On why we should not 
exercise this opportunity to protest ag-ainst 
the continuation of that sort of thing by 
the Government? The Opposition ha ye 
repertt.~dly said th,~t. whilst they are bound 
i·o rati<y agre."mcnts, whether they be agree­
ment" vYilh oil companies. cotton associations, 
or otherwise, they claim the right as a party 
to have some sav on the floor of this Cham­
ber in seeing and drawing up these agree­
ments beforehand. The present is an illus­
tration of how the Government rejected all 
tho advice tendered, not onlv by hon. mem­
bers on this side, but by the growers them­
selves, and made an agreement with a private 
companv which has resulted in a VPry heavy 
burden being placed on the primary producer. 
\Ve shnuld on this occasion emphasise our 
protest against the action of the Government 
in the hope that no action further to harass 
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the farmer will be taken in the future. It 
is to be sincerely hoped that the expert 
advice now in the hands of the Government 
will be taken full advantage of even at this 
late date, and that attention will be paid to 
the scientific side of cotton-growing and the 
different conditions obtaining in Australia 
to those existing in other parts of the world. 
\Vhen the industry was being legislated for 
the Secretary for Agriculture made the state­
ment that certain bans had been put upon 
the industry in America by legislation; yet 
we find the hon. gentleman during the 
recess, after saying that ratoon was not a 
legal tender, cabling to the United States 
and discovering th11t the information given 
him by hon. members on this side of the 
Chamber when the Bill was going through 
was correct, and that there was no legisla­
tion in America against ratoon cotton. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: It is not legal 
tender in America. 

Mr. CORSER: Ratoon cotton is not a 
factor on the market there because the cold 
"inters do not enable any but annual cotton 
to be grown. Nature provides a beautiful 
return from apples and such trees as can 
be pruned. \Ve cannot see any depreciation 
in the crop in those cases, vet there has been 
no claim by the Government to consider the 
cotton-tree in any light but a.n annual. I 
do not want to trespass further on the time 
of the Committee, but I do want to enter 
this protest against the past action of the 
Government in entering into this agreement 
with the British Australian Cotton Growers' 
Association, and to express the hope that in 
future legislation, and before they make any 
other agreements either for the sale or pur­
chase of the existing ginneries or plants, they 
will listen to the suggestions that hon. mem­
bers on this side as representatives of the 
producers have to offer. 

Question put and pasi<ed. 

DAIRY PRODUCE ACTS. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacharn) : I beg to 
move-

" That £16,762 be granted for 'Dairy 
Produce Acts.' " 

Question put and pafOed. 

DISEASES IN PLANTS ACT. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Earhun): I beg to 
move--

" Tint £7,054 be granted for ' Diseases 
in Plants Act.' " 

Question put and passed. 

STATE FAR:\IS AND GARDENS. 
The SECRET \RY FOR AGRICULTURBj 

(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): I beg to 
DlOVC-

" That £24,138 be granted for ' State 
Farn1s and Gardens.' " 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (H'ynnum): We 
oughc to have some information from the 
S€cretary for Agriculture as to why the 
voto has been altered this vcar. For the 
year 1923-24 there was only one item under 
the ]wading of "Botanic Gardens" and that 
was for the Curator. None of the other 
items which appear under that heading 
appeared last year. Again, the provision 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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for gardeners under the headings " Museum 
Gardens, Bri"bane," and "Queen's Gardrns, 
Brisbane," did not appear last year. When 
the Minicter gets up to move a vote he 
should furnish such information without 
being asked for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \V. N Gilli ·s, E'Lcham): The explana­
tion asked for by the hon. member for 
Wynnum is that the Curator of the Botanic 
Gardens, Brisbane, has been taken from the 
list as J\ianager of a State Farm and now 
appears under tho heading "Curator." 
This was in accordance with the wishes of 
t.ho Public Service Commissioner. Th•J 
Curator is a permanent officer, and the 
amount appropriated for his services is £c,05. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnctt): I would ask the 
Secretary for Agriculture to consider the 
advisability of placing the domonstn,~ing 
stations at Melton, ou the Gallide Valley, 
and Monal Creek, in th2 Burnctt di•trict, 
under the category of State farms. \Ve aro 
spending in those districts about £2,500,000 
or £3,000,0CO on railways alone. We are 
opening up 5,000 farms. and sometimes we 
are told that there would be a greater num­
ber. Even if only 5,000 farms are opened 
there, it is advisable for the Minister to 
consider the desirability of having these two 
stations classified as State farms. They could 
help in the early breeding of stock and 
could give a-dvice to the new settlers in the 
district, who are coming from all parts of 
Australia. The establishment of such farms 
in those districts would prove of value in 
Llemonstratiug the classes of crops favourable 
to the district and the most suitable time 
for planting those crops. They would serve 
as an excellent demonstration to those coming 
to the district in s: arch of land as well as 
assisting the man actually there, and they 
might be us~d by the GO\·ernment as centres 
of expNimentation for the extermination of 
pests which are likely to be found. 

I hopo the Minister will appreciate the 
d•_o,irability of converting these stations into 
State farms at an early date. They could 
deal with stock, horses, c•tttle, as well as 
pigs and poultry and 1 he forms of agricul­
ture suitable to the district. They ·could be 
used to how how those crops shoul-d be cul­
tivated and the best time for planting and 
handling the crops under the new conditions. 

Mr. HARTLEY (l<'it2roy): I would like 
to. say a \Vord or two in connection witl1 t~u"'! 
\Varren St"te farm. That farm is of great 
value to the district in the direction of giving 
adYice and of carrying out experiments with 
different cmps, but it is lacking in one 
direction. Th,•re is no npportunity provided 
tp give a practical agricultural education 
to the sons of farmers in th<> district. It 
is too far and it is too costly for the sons 
of farmers in the Central District to come 
down to GattoE and tflke a course in &gri­
culture there. and it should be possible to 
m'range a scheme whereby the son; of 
farmers conld attend the VV'arren State 
farm. which is in the midst of a good 
agricult11ral district, for a term as lnbom·ers 
or as part-time workmen so that they might 
get instruction in agriculture while thcv are 
working on the farm. I know that doe-~ not 
go all the way, but it would go a long way 
to ards giving a theoretical· as welt" &s a 
practical hrm education (o a numb"r of 
young fellows in and around the district. 
I hop<' the day is not far distant whm1 we 
shall have an agricultural college somewhat 

Ulon. W. !I. Barnes. 

similar to the Gatton College esbblished at 
the Warren State farm, but until that timo 
arrives I would ask the Minister to givo 
consideration to some such scheme as I have· 
suggested. 

I notice by the Estimates that we are· 
asked to provide a sum of £970 for the 
1\f useum Gardens, Brisbane. and a wrn of 
£500 for the Queen's Gardens, Brisbane. 
It seems rathc:r strange that, in addition to 
supporting the Botanic Gardens, Brisbane. 
from State funds t.o the extent of over· 
£4.000 a year, we shoulcl also be caretakers 
and paymasters for the Museum Gardens, 
Brisbane. I want to know if we have a:ways 
clone that, and whether it is not a fair thing 
that the cost of upkeep of the Museum 
Garden" should not be ta kPn over by th& 
Royal National Agricultural Society. I think 
they are the owners of th2 IV1useum grounds, 
and it would be a fair thing if some of thes& 
bodies around Brisbane maintained their 
own gardens and allowed some of the money 
now spent in that direction to be used to 
help the smaller places outside the metro­
politan area. 

I would also like to know whether it is 
contemplated, under the Gr8ater Brisbane 
Bill, to put the control of these gardens 
under the Greater Brisbane Mumc1pal 
Council. 

Mr. COLLINS (B01cen): As hon. members 
are well ,aware, we have an experimental 
farm at Home Hill, which is tryi "g to 
demonstrat8 to the farmer' in that locality 
and to the people of Queensland generally 
that products other than sugar-cane can 
be grown on the Burdekin. In the month 
of June I had the pleasure of going over 
that experimental farm with the manager, 
Mr. C. J. Munro, and I found that outside 
sugar-cane he \Vas carrying on extensive 
oxperimeds in connection with th,, growing 
of cotton to ascertain the best methods of 
cultivation. He had four plots with varying 
'paces between the plants and different 
widths bet· ·een the rows to find out at what 
distance apart the plants gave the best 
reeults. That is a very good idea indeed, 
as it is only by that method that we can 
ascertain the best manner in which to f!TO\V 

cotton. That is the kind of place where 
the experiments should have been carried 
out. We should then not have had such 
a long discus~ion a'- we had this morning­
as to whether it is the proper thing to grow 
ratoon cotton or not. At any rate, that is one 
of the things being carried out at the experi· 
ncental farm at Home Hill. It was con­
sidered doubtful whether lucerne could be 
g-rown cuccessfullv on the Burdekin. but 
Mr. Munro has· dcmonst;·ated that, with 
irrigation, lucerne can be grown there. 

Then again, he ha.s carried out experiments 
in connection with different kinds of sweet 
potatoes, and also in conn,•ction with velvet 
beans and soy beans and several other-
products under different systems of 
inigation. Although the farm is not 
altog ther self-supporting, yet I am m 
hopes that it can be made so in the near 
future and can a.lso carry out useful experi­
mental work. There is an area in the house 
paddock which at present is not under 
cultivation, and, in my opinion, it should 
be brought under cultivation. In going 
round the district I noticed that on many 
farms there were up-to--date tractors for th" 
cultivation of the soil, but on the expcri· 
mental farm we a.re carrying on cultivation 
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with the use of horses. I am one of those 
who believe that, if our experimental farms 
are to be a success, we must have the most 
up-to-date machinery known to man, and 
the State should lead the wav in that direc­
tion. It is no use talking "about fimLncial 
stringency, and so forth. Financial strin­
gency s.hould not count when it m·eans 
increasing production and the saving of 
labour. I hope that the Minister will see 
that in future labour-saving machinery is 
used at the experimental farm at Home Hill 
a.nd all other experimentfLl farms in the 
State, the same as on privatBly-owned farms. 

Another thing that is being demonstrated 
at Home Hill is the best system of irriga­
tion, and so far the Hawaiian system is 
proving the best. Under that system cane 
is plante-d in deep drills and the water is 
allowed to flow in a small, steady stmam 
down the rows over the plants, and a far 
larger yield is obtained under that system 
of irrigation than under any other. If we 
are abie to make two blades of grass, or two 
sticks of cane, grow where only one used 
tu grow before, it will prove the worth of 
tlw experimental farm. I am sa.tisfied that 
the farm is doing splendid work in that dis­
trict in -demonstrating that we can not only 
grow sugar-cane, bnt t.ha t other crops can be 
grown in that lo·cality. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Wind.<m·): I would like to 
point out, in reply to the statement of the 
hon. member for Fitzroy, that the Royal 
)Jational Agricultural Society neither owns 
nor controls the Museum or the gardens 
there. They are entirely under the control 
of the Government. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Ecwhflm): The hen. 
member for \Vihd,or is quite right. The 
Museum building and the Museum gardens 
are not the property of the National Associa­
tion. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Are not the grounds owned 
by the National A&c,ociation? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
No, they are the property of the Govern­
ment. "With regard to the criticism of the 
hon. member for Fitzroy, I do not see why 
the capital city of the State should be sub­
sidised more than any other town in regard 
le the upkeep of public gardens, and. with 
the advent of the Greater Brisbane scheme, 
there is no reason why the people of the 
metropolitan area should not acquire the 
Botanic Gardens and go in for their enlarge­
ment or for the acQuisition of other gardens, 
so that I think the suggestion of the hon. 
member for Fitzrcy is a good one. 

In regard to the remarks of the hon. meCll­
Lcr for Bow en wil h reference to the State 
fa·rm at Inkerman, this is the lat0·.t State 
farm established, and, if I have my way, it 
will be the last to Le eshblished on those 
lines. There was more justification for its 
establishment than for the e'tablishment of 
some of the othen, but, generally speaking, 
the State farms have been a failure. They 

have noc been supported by the 
[3 p.m.] farmers. and the cost to the tax-

payt'rs in most Cftse,; has not been 
justified, and the money could have been 
Letter spent in other ways. That is the con­
clusion I have begun to arrive at. I think 
that the Stcte farm at Inkerm.><n was estab­
lidrcd on the sug<;cstion of th<'' present Pre­
mier with a view tc demonstrating wheth~r 
it w~ts possible an<l profitable to grow other 

crops than sugar-cane within the irrigation 
areas. In that respect it has been justified. 
Further than that. I think I m~ty say that 
the loss on the Inkerman State farm is pro­
portionately less than that on any other 
State farm; that is to say, the revenue is 
greater in proportion to the expenditure 
than on the others, owing to the fact that it 
is growing sugar-cane, which just now is 
bringing a good price. Last year the expen­
diture was £2943 and the revenue £1,823, or· 
~1,n excess of expenditure over revenue o£ only 
£1,120. Of that revenue, £1,752 was realised 
from the sale of sugar-cane and the balance 
of £71 from the sa:r; of other products. That 
ie fairly satisfactory. There arc other State 
farrns which, in my opinion, could be rnade 
self-supporting. There is no reason why the 
State farm at Kairi should not be made self­
supporting. There is a large area there of 
some of the most fertile land in Queensland 
which could be put under crop, and it is 
rny intenticjn in the near futuro trJ revie·w 
the whole question of the State farms with a 
view to making them as self-supporting a·t' 
possible. They can be made self-supporting 
where they have rich land and can grow 
crops of commerci01l value, and where it can 
be done there is no reason whv it should not 
be done and why the farms should not still 
carry out their functions as experimental 
farms. 

Mr. MORGAN: Cuuld not the Roma State 
farm be made self-supporting? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE. 
I think it could, and, if it could not, it would 
possibly be better h• reduce it to an experi­
mental farm for wheat cu~tur,'. Time and 
again in this Chamber I have pointed out 
that the advantage of such institutions cannot 
always be judged by positive resultP, and that 
negative results nre just as valuable as 
positive results, as it is just as important to 
show a farmer what not to attempt to grow 
as it is to show him the most profihble crops 
to grow, as he cannot afford to experiment 
for himself. That is the justification for 
experimental farms, and I repeat that since 
I have been :Minister I have gradually arrived 
at the conclusion that our system of State 
farms is not the best that can be devised. 
I favour the eystcrn of experimental plots, 
canie.d out by the farmers themselves. That 
is an idea that I have endeavoured to extend, 
and I think that some of our State farms 
could be closed down. Of course, one does 
not like to close them down if it can be 
shown that they are performing useful work; 
but if the money could be spent more 
efficiently upon employing additional instr·uc­
tors, whereas in some in ·tances the State 
farms are white elephants and the farmers 
do not appreciate their value and make 
Yery little use of them, then I think the time 
has a·rrived for some of those State farms 
to be closed down and the money spent on 
them m.ed in some other way. 

Mr. CONROY (Maranoa): I am very 
interested in this vote, because there is a very 
excellent State farm in my electorate at 
Roma. I do not know whether it is self­
supporting, but I do know that it has justi­
fied rts exrstcnee. Mr. Soutter ha' been in 
charge of that State farm for a number of 
years, and h£ is a man who is not only a 
good officer but one who takes a very keen 
interest in his work. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC INSTRUCTION : 
He is the greatest wheat breeder in Au• 
tralia. 

Mr. Conroy.] 
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Mr. CONROY: He has been instrumental 
in improving the quality of the wheat in the 
lYiaranoa district, and for that reason alone 
I sincerely hope that this farm will be 
allowed to continue. I claim that there is 
not a better quality wheat grown anywhere 
in Queensland than is grown in the Maranoa 
cdistrict. I am very pleased to see that Mr. 
Soutter's salary has been increased, and I am 
<mly sorry that the increase was not a bigger 
<Jne. I am sure that Mr. Soutter will still 
do very good work for Queensland, and I 
sincerely trust that the farm will not be 
.abandoned. 

Mr. TAYLOR (TVinclsor): I endorse the 
remarks made by the hon. member for 
Maranoa regarding the excellent work done 
at the State farm at Rorna. I do not think 
that the Minister meant that that farm 
would be closed down. Anyone who knows 
anything about the wheat industry of this 
State knows that twenty to twenty-five years 
ago the quality of the wheat grown in 
Queensland was of such nature that the 
flour milled from it did not possess the same 
keeping qualities as it possesses to-day. 
Various experiments have been carried out. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIO INSTRUCTION : 
By Mr. Soutter. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, Mr. Soutter has b2en 
.able to improve the quality of the wheat at 
Roma, and, as the hon. member. for Maranoa 
says, the wheat grown in the Maranoa dis­
trict compares favourably with the wheat 
_grown in any other State in the Common­
wealth. I do not think the Minister had in 
mind the closing down of that State farm, 
because it would be a calamity to close up 
an institution that was doing such splendid 
work for Queensland. Mr. Soutter has pro­
duced a type of wheat that eminently suit~ 
Queensland's requirements. 'l'here have been 
very mat.8rial changes in the seasons during 
the past few years, and we have evolved a 
type of wheat that will stand the dry winters 
of Queensland. I agree with the Minister 
that the State farms generally should not be 
continued. Probably very good work is 
being done in the Bundaberg and other dis­
trict~ with sugar-cane along the same lines 
as those followed by those carrying out 
experimental work with wheat, but the day 
has gone by when the ordinary State farm~ 
are a source of usefulneo.; in Queensland. 
The experimental plots carried out by the 
individual farmers under the supervision of 
the department will produce very much betteL· 
results than we ar.:, getting to-day. 

Mr. MORGAN (:v[urilla): With rosp0ct 
to the interjection I made about tho Homa 
f.'tate farm being made solf-supporling, 
whilst I recognise the good work Mr. Souttor 
has done and is still doing therc-J recog ise 
him as ono of the be<,t authorities on v;heat 
in Australia-I am sorrv that ce has not 
had more opportunities "phccd at his dis­
posal. In addition to carrying on its experi­
mental work, the Roma State farm ,hould 
place a larg-er area of wheat under culti­
vr,tion to de·•·onstrate that wheat can be 
grown profitably in the west. Mr. Soutt.er 
hfi~ everything that is necc2sary n.t his 
disposal, and all he would require to be 
able- to grow 150 to );QO acres of whertt 
to carry out the demonstration would be a 
larger area of ground and more farm labour. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC INSTR1;CTION : 
The farmers can grow it as soon as he 
wpplies the seed. 

[Mr. Conroy. 

:Mr. \10RGAN: The Rom<L State farm 
can only supply seed wheat in very small 
quantities. lt cannot supply seed in large 
quantities. If a farmer wishes to grow a 
certain variety of wheat, Mr. Soutter might 
be able to supply him with sufficient seed 
to plant 15 or 20 acres. but he will have 
lo wait until he has harvested that area 
before he will have sufficient seed to sow a 
larger area. I hod the pleasure some years 
ag-o of representing Queensland with Mr. 
Sonttor at a conference of wheatgrowers 
held in Adelaide. I know from experience 
with Mr. Soutter, not only in connection 
with that very pleasant trip, but from my 
observations of his \vork at Roma, of the 
good work he is doing. I appreciate that 
good work, and I reg;ret that a gTc>ater 
r<,muneration is not provided fer his services. 
The work that he is doing should com•nand 
a higher salary. I am still of the opinion 
thnt the .Roma State farm should grow a 
sufficient acreage of wheat to demonstrate 
that is can be grown in that distnct iu 
marketable quantities. 

Mr. BULCOCK: How could you carry out 
('Xperimental work under those conditions? 

Mr. M ORGAN: If additional farm labour 
'"1s supplied the good work l'OW Lcir.g 
done by Mr. Soutter in propagating and 
experimenting with new breeds of "heat, 
and grappling with the problems that affect 
ivheat-snrut1 rust, and other diseases, tould 
]:; J continued. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Titzroy): I was much 
smprised at the information given bv the 
1\!inister a~d the hon. member for 'Windsor 
that the Roval Sational Association does 
not o"n the :\Iuseum building or the 
c;ardens surrounding it. The position 1s a 
very funny one. On further inquil'y, I 
found that th8 Treasurer d one tim<J took 
over the whole of the grounds of the scciety 
because they had got b8hind financially, 
anr! that suhscquentlv the grounds \\ere 
handed back to the Socie>tv, but not the 
Exhibition buiiding. If the Government had 
done that, surely the least that this weolthy 
SGcictv could do-I fnrg0t how much it 
made" out of the last Exhibition-would be 
to mainbin the gardens surrounding the 
building. 

~fr. TAYLOR: Thov do not own the brick 
building in which 'the Museum is housed. 
They onl0• control the corrugated iron build­
ings which come up to the garden. 

Mr. HARTLEY: To me that makes it 
look all the \voi·sB. W.hy did the;r not take 
over the lot? They have a good thing in 
the showgrounds. so why did they leave a 
thing that entails annual expeme to the 
Government? 

J\fr. TAYLOR: The Government want a por­
tion of the _c-ronnd for a museum, and I think 
t.he City Council control the part of the 
building -,vhere the organ is. 

Hon. M .• J. KmwAN: That is correct. The 
City Council hire the organ to anybody 
w,tnting it. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Well, whv do they not 
control the g-ardens. and srrO,v their own 
fl<'wors Hnd that sort of thing? We have 
ci~ocr parts of the State with their botanio 
g • rdens, whPre they are strugg-ling to estab-

, li<h nnrscrv farms and to make them profit­
able "rd u':,.pful as well a~ ornamental. We 
arc doing that in Rockhampton. Here we 
have a charge of £970 for the " Museum 
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Gardens," Brisbane, and on page 82, on 
the other side of the leaJ, we have 
" Museum Gardens, Brisbane," costing £450 
a year, or a total of £1,420. I am gla·d I 
have got so much information. I shall follow 
it up and ask the Government to hand over 
this " old man of the seas," which mea.ns a 
charge of £1,402 on the State Government. 
I shall ask that these gardens be handed over 
mther to the Royal National Agricultural 
and Industrial Association or to the City 
Co~ncil, and that they be asked to support 
their own gardens and also the Botanic 
Gardens. 

Question put and passed. 

SLAUGHTERING ACT. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacharn): I beg to 
lnove-

" That £11,862 be granted for ' Slau"'h-
tering Act.' '' 

0 

. Mr. MORGAN (Jiurilla): This is a very 
rmportant matter, and I want the Secretary 
tor Agriculture to nnderstand that any 
rema.rH;s I may make in connection with the 
slaughtering of diseased or faultv cattle are 
not made with the intention o{ making it 
easier for people possessino- such cattle to 
dispose of them so that tl~ev m a v be used 
finall1 for . human consumption. 'Up to. a 
ccrtam peno.d cattle that were found to be 
faulty on arriva.! at the Brisbane salevards 
-I shall use the Brisbane Sfllevards as an 
i!Juqtration, because a larg-er ·number of 
cattle pass through the Brisbane salevards 
tha.n through any other saleyards in Qt;eens­
land--

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: You mean the yards 
at Newmarket? 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes. Up to a few \vccks 
a,go the meth'?d of treating faulty cattle was, 
upon the arrival of an animal at the var·ds 
which was discovered to ha.ve a lurri'p or 
some other fault which might mean a dis­
ease and so render it unfit for human con­
sumption, that beast was put aside and 
placed in a pen with other faultv beasts. 
T,hose cattle are sold on their mer.its. The 
buyer !~news th0y a.rc faulty because the fact 
Is. pubhcly announced, and he can sec with 
h_Is own eyes. Such ea tt le are sold at the 
nsk of the purchaser. Then the practice is 
for these cattle. which have been found 
faulty. to be marked by the inspector. The 
~ovcrnment have their own veterinary 
mspector at the yards, who no doubt is a 
capable man and _is able to detect all faulty 
cattle that go mto those yards. These 
J?'arked cattle cannot be. slaufihtcred except 
In t~e prc~ence of a qualified mspector. The 
qualified mspector visits the slaughter-yard 
w!wrc these catt)e. are to be slaughtered. 
and, ,after exammmg the carcass, gives a 
prononncement as to whether the fault is 
snffident to cause the beef to be unfit for 
hnmon consumption, and, if not, the beef is 
allowed to u-o into consumption. The beast 
m~_v ha,·e had. a small lump on the head 
whwh clnP< not m any wav interfere with the 
rest of 'he carcass, and in that case the 
hca·d is crndemned and the rest of the car­
cass allowed to go into consumption. On 
the• nther hand. the b1•3st mav have been 
suffprinq- from a diseas·e which wouLd be 
ininrimJR tn human life or health. and in 
that tvi.se the carcass in condemned. Kero­
sen<' is poured on the carcass and the flesh is 

not allowed even to be fed to pigs. It is· 
destroyed by fire or some other means. That 
is a very fine system, but it is not under-­
stood generally by the people of Brisbane. 
Strangers, or those who are not acquainted 
with the industry, may go out to the Enog­
gera. yards, and, if they see a beast with a 
lum'p on its jaw or on some other part of 
the body, because that beast is put up and 
sold, they immediately jump to the conclu­
sion that the carcass goes into human con­
sumption without any further inspection. 
That is not so. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Vhat does the butcher buy 
it for? 

Mr. MORGAN: The butcher who buys it 
takes the risk. 'l',be beast, between the sta­
tion where it is loaded on the truck and the 
yard where it is unloaded, may get a horn 
mark on the jaw, which causes a swelling. 
Most of the bntDhcrs arc experienced men, 
and they can judge pretty well whether a 
lump is caused by a. bruise or by some di·o~­
ea;;e, and whether it is something that should 
eventually lead to the whole carcass being 
destroyed. Some of these faulty animals 
will bring within 10s. a head of the sa.me 
claes of cattle without faults. On the other 
hand, a beast may bring £2 or £3 less than 
its market value if it had been without fa.ult. 
'l'he bntcher takes the risk. I think that is 
a. wrong system. The system in vogue in 
='Jew South Wal<"> and in Melbourne is. to 
dednct a small amount from the proceeds of 
cattle sent to the yards for sale, which is put 
into what is called a " Condemned Fund." 
If one of the beasts sent in is condemned 
becanse it shows an InJtHy, the owner­
rc~eives the full amount that the bea.st brinQ,"s. 
After it is sold the eamc system is followed 
as is followed at Enog~rera. It is marked 
as faultv. and if, after it is killed. thP car­
cass is ·discovered to be unfit for human· 
consumption it is destroyed, and the butcher 
is paid out of the " Condemned Fund" tho 
full amount of money that he has paid for-
that beast. · 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is a pretty good scheme 
for the man who produces diseased animals. 

Mr. M ORGAN: There is no inducement for· 
the man who owns a diseased beast to palm 
the animal off on to some countrv butchcJ· 
or kill it on his own place for the use of hi& 
employec·s, and not allow it to go into a 
yard where there is a qualified Government 
v0terinary inspector. There is no inducement 
under that svstem for the butcher in _Sydne]' 
who bnvs the beast to try and h1do the 
fault from the insp·ector, or to try and 
pass the beef into consumption, because 
the amount of money tha,t he has paid' 
is rdunded, and perhaps he has the hide­
so tha.t there is no inducement off-ered either 
to the owner of the cattle or to the mdn 
who buys the <"lttle to sell it for human 
consumption. Under that system there> is. 
no inducement for him to pa·'S on to the 
people meat which is diseased. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: Do you recommend Bris­
bane abattoirs? 

Mr. MORGAN: Wo should have abattoirs 
in Brisbane like they have in Sydney. I 
have been sending most of my cattle during· 
the last ton or twelve years to a stock and 
station agent in Svdncy for sale there. 
owing to the faet that th:' market values irr 
Rvdnev arc much better than thev are hen•. 
r" approve of this scheme, under which, 

Mr. lllorgan.] 
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should one of my animals be suffering from 
cancer, I shou Id be corn pensa ted from the 
insurance fund to which I wouJ.d be contri­
buting. The Government have decided that 
no faulty cattle can go to the Brisbane yard" 
for sale. That means that faulty cattle­
and I am speaking from experience-will go 
into cons urn ption in the country, and the 
country people have as much right to be 
protected from the consumption of meat 
which may be diseased as thP peopl-e who 
live in the city of Brisbane. The life of a. 

·country person. is as valuable as, if not 1norc 
valuable than that of a percon who lives in 
Brisbane. Under the new system which it 
is proposed to introduce those cattle will 
not be able to come to the Brisbane yards, 
where there is a qualified inspector, and 
wher-e every opportunitv is afforded of dis­
covering whether a beast is faulty or not. 
If these ea ttle are not to bo sold in the 
Enogg0ra yards with their faults, they v. ill 
mmt likely go into the country butchers' 
slaughtering yards where there is no quali­
fied veterinary surgeon. There may be a 
stock inspector there who has not qualified 
as a veterinary surgeon, and all he does is 
to inspect the bide after the beast has been 
killed. He will not have seen the beast 
before it comes into the slaughter-yard of 
the country butcher, and the beast may g:o 
into consumption in the country. 

Mr. BuLCOCK : Don't you think that cattle 
of that type arc slaughtered in the bush? 
Anyhow, they never come down here. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I am talking about cattle 
·that may not be faulty. ::'\o veterinary 
surgeon can tell until a beast has been 
slaughter.ed and examined whether its carcass 
is unfit for human consumption or not. 
Quite irrespective of whether an animal is 
faulty or not, it is far better that a beast 
should be slaughtered at a place whePJ 
there is a Governm nt veterinary surgeon 
than for it to be sold and go into consump­
tion in a place where there is no veterinary 
surgeon. In the former case we have the 
protection of the Government official who 
Bxaminm the boast to see whether it is 
suffering from a disease which would be 
injurious to human beings if they ate it. 

In Victoria, about October or November 
last, owing to the fact that barley grass 
grows in those localities, when the cattle 50 
mto Melbourne or Ballarat yards every 
beast has a couple of huge lumps protruding 
under each side of the jaw. Most people 
would naturally say that those boasts were 
suffering from cancer and should not be 
allowed to f!O into th0 yards and bo killed 
for consumption. Barley grass gets into the 
tongue and cau.,es a swelling sin1ilar to a 
boil on the back of a man's neck, and that 
is the cause of the trouble. Thoso cattle 
are not prevented from going into the 
Ballarat or Molbourne market. When 
killed, they can be examined to find out 
whether they arc suffering from cancer or 
merely from some irritation caused by grass 
se·eds. The-· cattle in the prickly-pear area 
in Queensland suff0r more from faults than 
Battle in other parts of Qaeensland; in fact, 
prickly-pear thorns may be embedded in the 
tongue of a beast and cause a swcllina- or 

·in some other part of the bod:;-. "' 

A prickly-pear thorn might also enter the 
skin near the eye or some other place and 
cause a temporary local irritation. Until 
·that beast is examined by a qualified man, 

[Mr. Morgan. 

why should anybody go out with his gun 
and shoot it simply because it has a local 

swelling? If it is not going to 
[3.30 p.m.] injure the flesh of the animal, 

it is only wilful waste to prevent 
it from being put into human consumption, 
and under present conditions the people in 
the bmh, if they are not prepared or allowed 
to send such a beast to the Enoggera yards, 
use it for home consumption or sell it to the 
local butcher where there is known to be no 
inspection. 

Mr. BuLCOCK interjected. 

Mr. MORGAN: Can anybody tell by look­
ing .at a beast 20 or 10 or 5 yards away 
whether a swelling is cancer or not? The 
hon. member may have taken a veterinary 
course, .and he may be able to tell a cancer 
in its advanced stages-when it has got to 
such a stage that a blind man could tell it 
-but in other cases it can only be diagnosed 
by dose examination after death. I had 
an illustration of that mvself. I sent three 
beasts to the Brisbane Show, and they were 
considered as fine as any there. They were 
prize winners. ':!'hey were sold, and about a 
w<>ek afterwards I got from the agents, 
lVIoreheads, Limited, a veterinary surgeon's 
certificate showing that one of them was 
condemned for tuberculosis, yet it was one 
of the finest beasts that it "as possible to 
see. I do not see that there was any obliga­
tion on me to bear any of the loss, but 
I refunded half of the value of the carcass 
without the hide, I just give that as an 
illustration to show how, if that beast had 
been slaughtered in some place where there 
was no inspection, it is a hundred to one that 
it would have gone into human consumption. 

Mr. BRAND: A thousand to one. 

Mr. l\10RGAN: Yes, a thousand to one, 
and the people would have eaten the meat 
of that beast. That is an illustration to 
show that it is far better to encourage 
people tD allow their animals to be inspcc~ed 
by q:.;alified inspectors than to do anythmg 
which will make people try to gPt rid of 
them otherwise. A man mav truck 20 cattle 
to the Enoggera yards and when they get 
there it may be found that one of them is 
lumpy. It is not known whether the lump 
was incurred during the journey or not. 
Under the present conditions a man will not 
be a blc to truck an animal with a lump to 
Brisbane yards for sale. He will have to 
leave it or take it home again or try to 
sell it to the local butcher. and may truck 
the other nineteen to Bri,bnne. If it had 
gono to Brisbane it would have been dis­
covered whether the lump was cancer or not. 
If that man brought his cattle to Miles or 
Dalby or some other place, the inspector, 
who may not be a qualified man. will say 
"You cannot send that beast. He has a 
lump. I do not know what it is, but you 
cannot send him." The result is that you 
either have to take it home again and kill 
it for your own use or treat it in some 
manner or sell it to the !oral butcher for 
£1 or something less than its value. He 
may take it because it is a cheap carcass, 
and it goes into human consumption. 

Mr. BuLrOCK: Do you say that there 
is a veterinary surgeon in Dalby 1 

Mr. MORGAN: There are inspectors in 
such place,, but th0y are not qualified men. 
There are stock inspectors who issue per­
mits to travel stnck and administer the 
tick regulations. They know no more about 
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•diseases in cattle than we do as station 
people. We know that the beast has a lump 
because we can see it. We do not know 
whether it is a lump which injures the car­
cass, or whether it is a lump that is only 
local in its effect and which does not seri­
Dusly affect the beast. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTC1o'LTURE : ls the 
hon. gentleman suggesting that faulty cattle 
cannot be sent to Brisbane under arrange­
ment with the department? 

Mr. MORGA;-..; : They are not allowed 
~o be sent to Enoggera. 1 believe the Go­
vernment are going to have certain yards 
'Sd aside. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE: Faulty 
Dattle can be sent down now 

Mr. MORGA;-..; : I understand that they 
.have to be sent direct to certain slaughter­
.Yards, but they cannot be sold at the Enog­
gent yards. Some of the big stations could, 
perhaps, muster a truck load of thirty or 
~'?rty fault.y cattle and on being slaught<Jred, 
u It IS found that the flesh would be 
injurious to human consumption it would be 
destroyed, and, if not, the cai;casses would 
Le allowed to go into use. That is all right 
with a big station, but it does not pay 
a 1nau to send a single '" lurnpy" or two 
'' lumpies" 200, 300, or 400 miles to Brisbane 
to be slaughtered, because the cost of 
!rucking a single beast or two beasts would 
hu excessive. I may be sending a truck 
load of cattle down, and unless a "lu:£•PY" 
had a lump that was a running sore: or 
was brokpn in some way which indicated 
beyond cloubt that it was canceroue I ,,hould 
h~ allowed to send that lumpy b'east ;vith 
the rest so that it can come under the 
inspection of a qualified man. If the Go­
' crnment ar!7 going to prevent persons in 
the bush from sending their lumpy cattle 
down here for proper inspect ion, they arc 
gomg to cause more lumpy cattle to go into 
human consumption than is the case to-day. 
I do not want to see lumpy cattle or dideased 
cattle going into consumption in Brisbane, 
and I do_ not_ want to see them going into 
consumptiOn m the country, but the Go­
vernment's re?ulations will mean that more 
faulty cattle will go into consumption in the 
country portions of thE' State if they arc 
n0t allowed to be brought to the Enoggera 
yards for s:de. I want the Minister to con­
~ider this mattet· seriously, as it is very 
!mportant. Matters may appear all right 
m the eyes of those who go to the Enoggera 
yards and say there are no " faulties" there. 
That is not all. A great number of crrttlc 
after leaving the trucking yards sav at 
Miles or Roma, might devfdop lum'ps b;•fore 
ttey reached the Enoggera yards. They 
rrnght get a knock in the truck which would 
cause a lump. These cattle will not be 
put in the " faulty" pen, because it would 
not be poscible to state definitely that the 
lump would he injurious to the· nesh until 
tlw beast had been slaughtered and 
thoroughly examined. ThE' Governmen• are 
going to force the people, who war~t to 
!m~w whether their faulty cattle are in­
JUI'IOUs to human consumption, to do thing; 
th':t they do not want to do. They are 
gomg to make them put their faultv cattle 
into human consumption on their own 
property, where thE'y are not able to get 
1 he services of a veterinary surgeon. \Ye 
v. ant to make it easy for the faulty cattle 
in this State to be sold under Government 
inspection. It is only human natm·e for 

preople to try and get rid of their faulty 
cattle if then can. They might get the 
local butcher in a conntry town to pay 
£1 or £2 less than the value of a healthy 
br.ast for them. I do not want that to 
happen. I want those cattle to coma to 
Toowoomba or Brisbane or some other place 
where ~hey can be thoroughly examined by 
a quahficd man, and, if it is proved that 
the flesh would be injurious to human con­
Sl'mption, then it can be de,troyed. I am 
speaking from experience as a cattleman, 
and I know what happens. If the Govern­
ment make it difficult for those , cattle to 
be sold under the inspection of a. qualified 
man, nat_ural~y they arc going to go into 
consumption m the country, if not in the 
city. 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): The hon. rnem· 
bcr who has just resumed his seat seems to 
be more agitated about the well-being of the 
cattleman and the return of profits than he 
is of the interests of the consumer who has 
L.1 consume the moat that is brought to the 
City. 

Mr. MoRGAN: That is not true. 

Mr. BULCOCK: The only system that is 
possible_ for the 8dequate protection of the 
people IS an absolute inspection of 100 pe; 
cent. of the cattle which come to Brisbane 
or the different centres of population. The 
hon. member for Murilla sug·o-ested that 
under the new regulations etocko~ners would 
not send their fault} stock to market. These 
regulations which are to come into effect 
in the near future are absolutely necessary. 
I. do not think that the slaughtering branch 
of the Stock Department has givPn the best 
pos,ible results in the past. The time is 
npe '':hen son:e more definite plan for safe­
guardmg the mterests of the consume'r was 
entered upon. Stockowners will not send 
diseased cattle down to the city now if thev 
know they are diseased. In the cases quoted 
Ly the hon mE'mbcr the owners themselves 
a;e adequ!ltely protectPd, because the cattle 
are cxarmned and sold separately, a.nd if 
they are fit for human con,umption they 
are allowed to go into consumpticm. There 
:.re other questions much more vital to tho 
cc,mm;mity gcnerolly so far as meat inspec­
tion IS concerned. I would like to see a 
more rigid examination of swine. If hon. 
members wont to any of our factories they 
would find that the meat inspectors inspected 
the carcasses. If the viscera of a tubercular 
carcass is discovE'r<ed, there is no possible 
means of identifying the body from which 
that viscera came. Yet we uy that for all 
general purposes of inspection only the 
carcasses of pigs need be examined ! Most 
of the . othm· Sta.tes employ carcass and 
v"cera mspectors, and the numb0r of tuber­
cular animals discfJYCred is much higher there 
tLan in Queensland, where only the single 
syste111 of inspection is in operation. 

Quite recently I had the opportunity of 
perusing certain questions which are set for 
the stock and meat inspectors' examinations. 
I was more especially interested in the meat 
inspectors' examination, because I found it 
impossible to secure any papers of ,a later 
date than ten y<'ars ago. Apparently, if 
the officers of the department furnished me 
with the latest papers. no fresh examination 
has been set for ten years, yet meat inspectors 
are being appointed. It might be interesting 
tll know whether these gentlemen are duly 
qualified meat inspectors or not. I would 
like to know when we are likely to have 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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further examinations on this vital point, so 
that it can be determined whether the officers 
of the department are capable of carrying 
out their duties sntisfactorily or otheTwiso. 
The slaughtering and meat inspection branch 
have done valuable service to Queensland. 
I believe that in the last three or four years 
400 or 500 new slaughter-houses have been 
erected, and that the supervision of country 
slaughter-houses has been ever so much more 
wdequato than in the 11ast. The question 
agitating my mind is: How are we to replen­
ish the supply of men when the present 
officers pass out or seek other avenues of 
employment? I was told that in the 
rHmodelling of the Gaiton Agricultural 
College recently a fully qualified veterinary 
surgeon and stock husbandman, who claims 
to be th~ pOS'"essor of a veterinary degree, was 
appointed. From what the Public Senice 
Commis·ioner, Mr. Story, told me, there is 
evidently some inclination and rlesire to train 
meat and stock inspectors at Gatton. 

I was hoping that that would be done, 
and that Gatton would lav down the founda· 
tion for the examination. I am afraid 
that the capabilities of the officer appointed 
to Gatton a1'o totally inadequate to enable 
him to work in that direction. A wrong 
appointment was made there, and to some 
extent the interests of the people have been 
allowed to suffer by reason of the fact that., 
if you are to have a man unqualifi·ed in 
veterinary science to train stock inspectors, 
that ·man can only train students to the 
extent of hi, own capacity. In this par· 
ticular instance I believe the officer's capacity 
is very limited. It is necessary to adopt somo 
mora definite system to train our meat in· 
spectors. Every man shonld pass a fairly 
definite examination and should be able to 
carry out the work he is required to do. 
Therr is big scope in the prevention of ticks, 
the slaughtering of animals, and various 
other phase;; of cattle activity that require 
a good deal of close scrutiny and investiga· 
tion. 

I hope the Secretary for Agriculture will 
go into the who\·" question of meat inspec· 
tion. and that the hon. gentleman will not 
necessarily be guided by his officers. I 
hope the hon. gentleman will use his own 
discretion and institute an inquirv to ascer· 
tain whether lOO per cent. of the carcasses 
shughtered in Brisbane for consumption have 
been inspected. I venture to say that the 
proportion is nowhere near 100 per cent. 

Mr. BELL (Farsi/crn): The Secretary for 
Agriculture should give eYery coiLideration 
to the :-uggcstions of the hon. member for 
Murilla. The people in the country want 
ev·ery protection in the matter of precaution 
against diseased meat. The people in the 
metropolitan areas have greater facilities 
for the proper inspection of m,"at, and the 
country areas should also benefit. A good 
deal has been said lately about the great 
quantity of diseased beef that is going into 
consumption in the metropolitan area. 1 
think many of those statements are greatly 
exaggerated. 

Mr. MORGAN: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BELL: Under the present system 
faultv and diseased beasts are yarded 
sepa~atcly at J'\ewmarkct, and they are 
sluughtcred in separate slaughter-yards. 
Only a small proportion goes out for human 
consumption. The matter is quite different 
in country districts, because the inspection 
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has to be carried out there by officers who· 
have to cover vast districts and cannot be 
all over the place at once. Many of the 
country butchers buy their stock direct from 
the farmers and take the beasts to the 
slaughter-yard, and the stock inspectors can­
not always make it convenient to be every­
where thev are wanted when those beasts are 
being slaughtered. There is only one method 
of sFcuring complete satisfaction. It is time 
we had public abattoirs in Brisbane. When 
that is brought about, diseased meat will not 
go into public consumption. All large 
centres should have public abattoirs where 
boasts may be slaughtered under hygienic 
cor,ditions. I commend the MinistPr to view 
this question seriously because if all the 
stock sold at Newmarket were slaughtered 
under proper supervision there would bG a 
great pro!oction of the public welfare. The· 
oame protection should be given to those 
Jiving in country tovvns and country areas, 
end wo should preyent the sale of diseased 
stock to butchers in those areas, because if 
those beasts are slaughtered it is very likely 
that ther·e will be no inspection whatever. 

Question put and pas,ed. 

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

(Hon. W. N. Gillics, Eacham): I beg to· 
n1ove-

" That £10,350 be granted for ' Mis­
cellaneous Services.' " 

Mr. MORGAN (Jlurilla): I notice that 
there is no amount placed on the Estimates 
this year for " Railway Freights on Arsenio­
and other Poisons for Destruction of Prickly­
pear." An amount of £3,300 was granted 
for this purpose last year, and I presume 
that that liability has now been taken ove1· 
by the Prickly-pear Commission, and that in 
future thev will ·deal with the matter? 

The SEC~ETARY FOR AGRIC'CLTuRE: Yes. 
Mr. M ORGAN: I would also like some 

information from the Minister with regard 
tu the sum of £30,000 granted last year for· 
" Relief to farmers on account of drought." 
I would like to know just what amount of 
money has been advanced, and what was­
about the average cost of the fodder ~hat 
was supplied to those farmers wbo received 
relief. I would like to know wh0re the 
fodder was obtained, whether it was obtained 
in Queensland or outside the Stote. and I 
would also like to know whether the settler> 
who obtained relief under tha.t vote have 
received accounts for fodder supplied, and 
whether th€y have been asked for repayment 
yet. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No. 
Mr. JVIORGAN: I understand that they 

have never been furnished with an invoice 
showin" the co't of fodder obtained. Twchc> 
monthso have elapsed. which seems a rather 
long- time to be without an acconnt. 1 would 
like to know from the Minist0r if it is his 
intention not to ask those peopk for reptt~·· 
m0nt. A g-rPat number of them were .S(> 
unfortunate that it would he a very Q"ood 
thing if the Government <'on!d s<'e theit· 
way cl0ar to wipe off the inrlf'btcdnf''''·. _These 
n10n were c0rtainJy in vPrv poor c1renn1-
stancr·s. I understand that some store­
kf'f'pNs and others in bnsinPss i,-,posf'd on 
the Government and received chaff. If that 
is so. the Government should have prose­
cuted .these men and mad" a nnblic exhib;. 
tion of them instead of stopping the relief, 
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~" was done for a time, simply because a few 
Impostors got from the Government fodder 
to which they were not entitled. I have no 
tim<J, and I am sure no member of this 
Committee has any time, for the man who 
would deliberately impose on thB Govern· 
ment. Such men should be made .an example 
o_f, no matte~· _in whose elcctoratB they may 
hvE'. The M mister tol·d us that the chairmen 
of different Local ProducBrs' Associations­
who were supposed to certify to the genuine· 
ness of the cases-allowed certain men to get 
fodder when they werB not entitled to it. 
Instead of making innuendoes of that 
description, the Minister should have prose­
~mted a':d publicly exposed such men, and, 
1f a c.hauman of a Local Producers' Asoocia· 
tion was guilty of such conduct, I fv:l- sure 
he . ":'ould not be allowed to occupT that 
positwn much longer. The season is now 
chang-ed, and those settlers who received 
;-<;lie£ have an. opportunity of making good 
It they are giVen a chance. The Minister 
told us that he had spBnt a bout £20 000 of 
the vote. It is only a small matter. 'but it 
m ay tftke these men years to repay the 
Government. The cost of collection mav be 
considerable. and it may entail a g-reat ·dBal 
of. tro\1ble and. annovance. Taking every· 
thmg mto con.,deration, the Minister will 
be well advised if he wipes the debt out 
altogether. 

When we take into consideration the fact. 
that the Government are paying £60,000 to 
the Mount Morgan G?ld Mining Company to 
enable work to be g1ven to the men there 
I do not think it is asking too much to as!~ 
them to wipe off this paltry debt. It is a 
paltry matter.. It served its purpose during 
th0 drought hmc in rendering assistance to 
those who were in need, and the least the 
Government can do is to wipe off the debt 
artog_ether. I. hope the .Minister will give me 
the mformat10n I desue. and will let me 
know the a vera go cost of the fodder supplied 
as I am under the impression that thes~ 
men have had to pay a great deal more for 
the fodder than they really should haYe done. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(H?n. W. N. Gillies, Eacharn): The question 
wl11ch the hon. member for Murilla has 
raise? is a V?ry important one, and I have 
!he mfo~matwn. he:·e. I will give all the 
mformatJon wh1ch 1s available with re~ard 
to ~he d~stribution of fodder and the pers~nal 
reb:f giVen to the f~rmers in the drought 
pcrwd b·>tween June and December last ve1r 
The whole matter was handled bv the Slat~ 
Produce Agency, and the reason 'why prices 
were not quoted and invoices were not sent 
out was because it was decided to charge 
a flat rate, and I think the hon. member will 
agree with me that that was the best 
method. It would not be right for one farmer 
to g:t a consignment of fodder cheaply and 
consignments to others to cost more so It 
was decided to charge a flat rate 'as the 
fairest wa.y of dealing with the matter. 
Although yhe accounts are being sent out, 
no man will be asked to do the impossible. 
I cannot agree with the hen. member that 
the whole ar_nount should be wiped off just 
now. As hitherto. farmers are gettino- a 
reasonable time to meet these payme"nts. 
There .are many outstanding pavmonts for 
seed wheat and other relief granted to 
fa!·mers from time to time extending over 
many years, which have n~t been collected 
yet. _This pa~t~cular relief was granted under 
certam conditwns, and there will be no 

interest charged for the first year. These 
are th.e. official figures furnished to me by the 
department-

DISTRIBUTION OF FODDER AND PERSONAL JlELIEF 
TO FARMERR DURING '£HE DROUGHT PERIOD, 
JUNE-DECEMBER, 1923. 

£ 8. a. 
Expended-

1922-23 3,409 9 4 
192:3-24 60,782 !) 6 
1924-25 186 8 5 

-------
£64,468 7 3 

This amount was distributed as follows:-
2,150 Farmers-Fodder 53,486 8 5 

4 Farmers-Seed . . 2 ± l 5 0 
612 Farmers-Personal relief 10,Q57 3 10 

Particulars of Total Account:-

Fodder. 

Fodder-Prime cost . . . . . . 
5 per cent. handling charge, S.P.A ... 
Railage on fodder . . . . . . 

£64,408 7 3 

£ s. d. 
4 7,800 10 8 
2,~93 12 5 
3,.;12 3 6 

Total, S.P.A. £53,596 6 7 
5 per cent. interest to 31st December, 

192± .. .. .. 2,G78 16 6 
Stamp duty, P.N. 1~7 1 0 

Grand total (debit) £56,402 4 
Personal relief £10,937 3 10 
Seed 24 15 0 

10,981 18 10 

£67,384 2 11 

It will be seen from the fcllowln~ figures that 
the S.P.A. total is £109 JSs. 2d. more than the 
amount advanced to them. This difference is caused 
IJy fractions occurring \vhen finalising farmers' ac~ 
counts at the Agency 

Fodder. 
£ s. d. 

Amount deiJite l to far-
mers 

adv~~ced 
53,506 6 

Amount to 
Agency 53,486 8 5 

£109 18 2 

That statement shows the total cost of the 
distribution and the position of accounts at 
the present time. The individual accounts 
are being sent out to the farmers, and, as 
I have already stated, if the farmers are 
unable to pay they will not be pressed 
unreasonably. 

[4 p.m.] 
Mr. WARREN (Jfurrumba): I want to 

say a word for the farmers on the Northern 
Downs. I do not suppose that any farmers 
in Queensland have been through a worse 
drought than these men during the last 
few years. For two years there was practi­
cally a continuous drought, and some of them 
will never recover under any circumstances, 
snd there are plenty of them who will take 
all the nursing in the world before they can 
recover. 

A GovERNMENT lYIEMBER : You arc a 
calamity howler. 

Mr. WARREN : I am not. I am speaking 
the absolute truth. If speaking the truth 
iR calamity howling, then I may be a 
calamity howler; but I want to make it 
clear to the Committee that these men are 
in a very serious condition. The hon. gentle­
man must recognise the need for doing some­
thing, and if he treated these poor unfortu­
nate people generously it would probably save 
a considerable number of them. \Vhether it 
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is calamity howlin:; or not, it is a serious 
matter. It i; a question whether it would 
not be wise on th·• part of the Government 
to mete out assistance to these men on the 
same principle as assistance is being given 
to Mount Morgan. If there is one class of 
people who deserve assistance and comidera­
tion, it is the people who went through that 
drought in the district to which I have 
referred. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRl'CTIOX. 

CHIEJ<' OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Ho11. F. 'I'. Brennan, Too-
1roomba): I beg to move-

" That £25,212 be granted for ' Depart-
ment of Public Instruction-Chief 
Office.' " 

This is the first time I have had the pleasure 
of moving this Estimate in this Committee. 
The total vote for the department is £55,187 
more than last year This is one of the most 
important branch~s of the r:ublic service, 
and the increase in the vote and the amount 
which the Government propose to spend this 
year indicate the anxiety of the Government 
to extend educatioHal facilities to everybody 
in the community. 

Mr. MORGAN (]furilla): This is the 
first occasion on which the Minister has 
been in charge of this vote, and I want 
to pay him a compliment by not allowing 
the vote to go through without a discu3siou. 
I believe I hold the record for the number 
of schools in any electorate in Queensland. 

Mr. COSTELLO: Question ! 

Mr. MORGAN: I am quite prepared to 
compare the number of schools in my elec­
torate with those in the Carnarvon elec· 
tor ate. 

Mr. F.· A. COOPER: Does tho hon. gc'ntle· 
man include two-up schools? 

Mr. MORGAN: No, I understand they 
are all up North. Generally speaking. this 
department is doing wonderfully good work 
throughout Queensland. There are Yarious 
systems under which the children are Leing 
educated in the different parts of the State. 
vVithin the last few years the system oL 
correspondence classes has been instituted 
and remarkably good work is being done, 
but in some districts the parents of the 
children who are being taught under that 
system are not quite satisfied with the 
results. Perhaps the parents are not able 
to give the children the time and attention 
that that system requires, and perhaps they 
do not poesess the education facilities to 
enable them to instruct the children as they 
should; but I know that many parents are 
highly pleased with the progress that their 
children are making. In my electorate some 
uf the children are being taught under that 
system, and in some cases th" parents are 
dissatisfied and would prefer to have an 
itinerant teacher visiting them. Those 
parents have had experience of both syateme. 
1n other cases the ]Jarents say they prefer 
to have the correspondence clnsses. Gener­
ally speaking, you will find that where 
children are making good progeess under 
the system of correspondpnce classes it is 
because the parents are capabiP and willing 
to do what thev can to assist their children 
in doing their "lessons; but there are other 
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parents, perhaps, who have not those educa­
tional facilities or who have not the neces­
sary time to devote to the education of t~eir 
children. The father may be away workmg 
all day and come home very tired at night, 
and tlie mother may not be able to give the 
necessary time to the childrm to enable 
them to obtain full ad vantage of that system 
of education. 

Mr. FoLEY : That is contrary to the results. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is not so. If the 
hon. gentleman had listened he would have 
heard me say that in my electorate, where 
both svstems are operating, there is a con­
siderable amount of praise by the parents 
of children who are taught under the system 
of correspondence classes. I know that so;ne 
of the parents say that they cannot give 
the timE' and attention that are neces3ary. 
Some of the parents believe they should 
receive some allowance. It costs the State 
a certain amount to educate each child in 
Queensland. 

Mr. FARRELL: About .£10 per annum. 

Mr. MORGAN: I believe it costs £10 per 
annum in the State schools. If a man with 
B.ve children was allowed £10 for each 
child, making a total of £50. he could e_m­
ploy a governess who wo~ld be abl<e to live 
with the children all the time and gn·e thorn 
the education they would obtain in a State 
school. The hon. gentleman must admit that 
in cases where the parents are situated 30, 
40 or even 50 miles away from anv school 
th~v would be doiEg gee::' work for Queens­
land in educating their children in this 
manner. A man and his wife might be 
cmploved on a station. the distance of which 
from the nearest school or itinerant teacher 
was so great that it would prevent. them 
Laving their children educated. It JS not 
unreasonable to ask that in such a case the 
Government should lend some assistance to 
educate those children. If the child of 
parents in poor circumstances gains "; scholar­
ship, tho Governnwnt make a cerhm allow­
ance available to ossist in the education of 
that child. It is not unreasonable. therefore. 
where the parents are poor and han' not 
the means of prm iding for the futlll·e, for 
lhe Government to assist them to employ 
a governess. There are man7 schools in my 
elPctorate where the average attendance 
would not exceed tweh·e or fourteen, and 
the cost of educating the children in those 
schools is greater than £10 per year, as a 
teacher has to be provided. n.nd the school 
built by the Go,,crnmcnt costs £350 and 
upwards If the Governme"t assisted poor 
parents in isolat·~d places to cngaffiie a 
governess, they eould ha.-e the clnJ!dren 
examined by a tra veiling inspector, and I 
feel sure that the results obtained would be 
greater than at pre•,ent. I am not saying 
that mv sugge,tion should be adopted gener­
ally b;!t I contend that people living in the 
co,',~try have just as much right to. ha.-c 
thei·r children educated as parents m thr> 
towns have. 

Mr. FARRELL: I do not think that has ever 
been questioned. 

Mr. MORGAN: I hope it will not. We 
know that the Government aro continually 
closing down small schools. In tho Murilla 
electorate schools are bei:1g closed clown 
month after month because the average 
attendance over a period of three months 
does not exceed nine. The consequence is 
that the remaining children do not receive 
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any education at all. The hon. gentleman 
knows that is a fact. I am continually 
1:eceiving letters from the department advis­
ing that certain schools in the Mm·illa elec­
torate have been closed and will remain 
dosed until an attendance of twelve or more 
is guaranteed. When that attendnncc is 
available a teacher is sent along. I acn net 
·saying that the department are unreasonable 
in that rc•pect. They have• at all times met 
any demands I hotve made fairly well, and 
have done all thev possibly could to sec thnt 
ihe children got iustruction. I am still of 
the opinion, though, that a tc ~eh er has no 
right to be removed f.rom a centre because 
the attendance falls below a eerhin averag·c. 
Six children who are left unducatccl in a 
-certain locality aro not likely to be> an asset 
to the State, and, although it might cost a 
great deal to educate those children, they 
are entitled to receive that education. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
They can be educated through the corres­
pondence system, if the parents are not 
ir,rlifferent. 

. Mr. ~!ORGAN: The system applies effec­
tiVely m some cases, perhaps, but in othH 
>Cases it is not effective because the parent' 
.are not able to instruct the pupils efficiently. 

Many applications arc made for new 
·schools and, of course, owing to the shortage 
<lf funds, the Government are not alwavs 
able to meet the demands. Unfortunatefy, 
the cost of ,;chools has gone up treml'nclously. 
Where a school to hold twenty-five or thirty 
·could be constructed a few years ago for 
.£250, that same school would cost to-clay 
£500 or £600. That is the fault of the svstem 
in force in the Department of Public Works. 
It is much more difficult to g 't schools now 
tbar in the days when they were cheaper to 
erect. Perhaps in those clays money was 
not so plentiful, but the cost was ever so 
U!.r.Ch lc").:;s. 

I wi'h again to stress the point that whe,·e 
pare,Ji·'· after an inspection has been made 
by one of t~e. visiting inspectors, prove in­
>Capable of grvmg the necessary attention to 
children who are receiving tuition by cor­
resnonclcnce, we should institute a system 
whereby those people will receive some 
monetary compensation from the Govern­
ment to provide a teacher to instruct the 
children. 

Mr. CONROY: What do you think that 
scheme would cost? 

Mr. M:ORGAN: It might not cost much. 
There may not be more than half a dozen 
families in my district who need such assist­
ance. 

l\fr. COXROY: That would not apply to 
every electorate. 

Mr. MORGAN: It would not apply to 
cit:v or suburban electorates, because the 
childr·2n are all within a mile of a school: 
but man:v of the countrv children ride 8 
miles and further to go to a school. Three 
4. and 5 miles is quite a common thing: 
Yet the people in the city look upon it as a 
great harclehip if the children hav-e to walk 
a few hundred yards. 

The same may be said regarding the over­
<erowding of schools. From time to time a 
great howl goes up from the metropolitan 
Press that srhools are overcrowded, yet in 
the country some schools built to hold 
twenty-four and thirty may have an attend­
ance of sixty children. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: That shows that the 
people are not leaving the land, does it 
not? 

Mr. M ORGAN: Oh, no-that only applies 
to certain localitiP~. At Tar a, for tnstance, 
the school accommodation is insufficicn~, :,:et 
20 or 30 mil~s away in the Tara d1strrct 
•chools have been closed clown o":ing: to the 
ft--ct that people have left the dJstrrct. As 
many as half a dozen schools have been closed 
down. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: I do not believe 
that half a dozen schools have been closed 
down in your district. 

Mr. MORGAN: I would like to make _a 
wagf'r with tho hon. gentleman that tha~ IS 
so A school may be closed in the Murrlla 
~l~ctorate for th1;oe months. and after that 
period we get word that the parents have 
returned with their children or that there are 
new settlers, and I go along and get a 
t oacher. I do not sa:v many sch'?ols are 
dosed down for any great length of t_1me, but 
there are some in my electorate wh1ch have 
been closed clown ten or twelve vears. The 
same thing applie'. to ovcrcyO\vdrng or the 
want of accommodation. It rs l_tar·der on the 
conntrv pconle to have sixty ch1ldren atte'!l'l­
ino- a ~choof built to provide accommodatiOn 
fo~ thirty children. than it is f_or the metro-­
politan peonle to have 600 children atten l­
jpg a school built to accommodate 500 
children. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would like 
to point out that the hen. member is not 
strictl:v in order in discm, ing that matter; 
but if hon. members desire it, I am pre­
par~cl to allow the whole of the votes to be 
discussed together, as I think it is utterly 
impossible to distinguish between them. I 
am sure I cannot, and no doubt other hon. 
members have the same difficulty. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I rise to a point of 
order. Do I understand, Mr. Pollock, that 
:von propose to allow us to discues the whole 
qupstion of eclu~eotion on the main vote and 
not to allow a discussion on the other votes? 
I rai'e this point because I want to retair, 
mv right to discuss everv vote for the ful: 
amount of time that the Standing Orders 
allow me. 

The CHAIRMAN : In order to make my­
self quite clear I may mention that most 
hon. members will be· discn•sing practically 
only one or two votes, and, if any hon. mem­
ber cles;res to cliqcuss the other votes, I am 
sure nobody would desire to prevent him. I 
certainly would not. If we take the whole 
discussion on the main vote, it will give 
hon. members an opnortunity of connecting 
their remarks with the various Yotes. It is 
utterly impossible for me to rl·istinguish 
between the vote for Stflte schools and the 
administration of the Chief Office in respect 
to State schools, eonse<]uently I think that 
latitude should be allowed. 

Mr. HARTLEY: We shall be ullowecl 
twenty-five minutes on each vote? 

'I'hc CHAIRMAN: Yes, if hon. members 
wish it. 

Mr. MORGA~: I think our educational 
svstem is equal to any in Australia, and, 
perhaps. cque 1 to any educational system in 
the world. Th" Department of Public In­
struction at all times has been prepared to do 
its level best for the children. Notwithstand­
ing that fact, hon. members who represent 

Mr. lllur;wn.] 
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country electorates are in a different position 
to those who represent more populous centres. 
\Ve have often to battle to get schools and 
teachers so that the children in the country 
may get a fair opportunity of receiving an 
educ'ation. During the sixteen or seventeen 
years I have been a member of Parliament 
I must say that I have been exceptionally 
well rec•lived and treated by the different 
Under Secretary who have had control of 
the Department of Public Instruction during 
that period. They have been very sympa· 
thetic and have endeavoured to do their level 
best. The department has laid down a rule 
providing for the closure oi a school unless 
nine or more scholare attend. That is one 
rule with which I do not agree, and one 
which the department could waive in certain 
circumstances. \Vhen it can be shown that 
parents have removed temporarily-perhaps 
they have been driven awav because water 
has given out-and they propose to return, 
the department should not close down the 
school and thereby prevent other children 
in the di;,trict from getting an education. 

At 4.25 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CoOPER (Hremcr), one of the 

panel of Tempmary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. MORGAN: They should carry it on, 
at any rate. for a certain period in order to 
give the district an opportunity of righting 
itself, and to enable thoSB people who are 
game enough to remain in the country during 
the period of depreesion to secure education 
for their children. That is one of the rea· 
sons why, perhaps more than any other, 
people dri.ft into the cities and the larger 
cerrtres of population. I do not think that 
a parent is doing justice to his children 
in taking his family into the country 
although he may oo earnin.,. a better sala,:; 
in so doing, unless he can ~ee his way clea~· 
to secure the education of his children. A 
man should have every assistance when he 
decides to go into the country or if he 
already is living in the counl!·,:. to' enable 
him to get a good education for' his children 
so that ~h.ey may h":ve a cha_ncc of becoming 
useful Citizens. It 1s essentwl that children 
should get the good education which is neces­
sary for them under existing conditions. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (TVynnum): I agree 
wit]l the Minister that the dcpartn1'ent we 
are now discussin~ is really the most import­
an_t departr_nent m the State. bearing in 
mmd that 1t has so much to do with the 
young life of lhe State. I do not know that 
there is any vote which should receive 
closer consideration than this one. I think 
that the hon. gentleman who is in charge of 
the department has given to hon. members 
on both sides of the Chamber a good deal of 
material to enable them to discuss the vote 
It is said that new brooms sweep clean. · 

.\ GOVERNMENT MEMBER : Sometimes. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: An hon. member 

opposite says " sometim'cs." That is quite 
true, bt;t occasionally it haprens that the 
broom IS not too good, and in that case it 
does not swc_ep very clean. I. a_m not ma,king 
any suggestion that the l\f1mster is not a 
good broom. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRl'CTION : 
Leave that to me. I will clean you up. 
(Laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Fancv the Min­
ister suggesting that he will clean me up ! 

r J;J r. 111 organ. 

I assure him that there is no need for that, 
though I can well remember that on ono 
occasion there was some need for him to be· 
clea,ned up. (Laughter.) 

'Ihe S&ORETARl FOR PUBLIO INSTR1JCTION : 
Your side decidedly fell in. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: You will have to 
remind the MinistBr, Mr. Pollock, that he i& 
getting outside of the vote. Before dealing 
with matters of greater importance I would 
ask the :Minister why an increased amount 
is set down for " Footage, Te!Bgrams, and 
Incidentals." Last year £5,000 was appro­
priated, and this year £6.000 is put down. 
I would also ask him to explain the reason 
for the increase from £2.250 to £3.000 fm· 
"Railway Fares and Freights;, Printing, 
Stationery, etc." I assume that t.he explana­
tion is that the amount put down last year­
was not sufficient. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The1·e IS an increase in 
fares. 

Ho:<r. W. H. BARNES: I quite understand! 
that. However, it will be very interesting 
and it will assist the Minister to get a 
thorough grip of his department if he wiH 
give the information I am seeking. 

I notice that tho Minister has been receiv­
ing a wonderful amount of prominence in 
c-onnection with the administration of the· 
department. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Ho:-r. W. H. BAR~ES: I notice also that 
he has been very loquacious, and that he has 
received a very great deal of prominence, 
and some of the remarks which have b"en 
attributed to him I should think have been 
attributed to him by mistake. 

[4.30 p.m.] 
The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC lN-~TR"LCTTON : 

Any statement I nave made is quite correct. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: I am much obliged 
to the hon. gentleman for that statement. 
I have here a most interesting clipping from 
th<l "Bundaberg Mail"-I admit that it is 
not of recent date-3rd December, 1919-
which seems to me to indicate that the 
present Secretary for Public Instruction is 
very anxious to !earl the children astray, 
It says-

" Mr. F. Brennan, M.L.A., Too­
woomba, addressed a meeting of elf,ctor& 
in support of the candidature of Mr. 
Fred Martvn and the three Labour­
Senators." ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRCCTION: 
I was never there. (Opposition laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: If that is so, 
this gentleman must have been a relation of 
the hon. gentleman, and evidently this Bun­
daberg paper has confused them. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRGCTION: 
There are more Brennans than one. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It say~, "Mr. F. 
Brennan, M.L.A., Tcowoomba." I diJ not 
know the hon. gentleman had a double. 
I shall just read what is said at the end of 
the article-

" They have no desire to r0ar oono to 
provide fodder for the guns in 11fteen 
years' time. They were told that they 
must have a fleet· to protect i.he Pacific, 
and that must be against Japan, which 
nation was proceeding with her naval 
shipbuilding poliey. The only way tO> 
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stop Japan would be to tell her that 
if she built another ship she wouid be 
blown out of the s<o>t." 

{Opposition laughter). 
The 8ECRETARY FOR PvBLIC lNSTRrCTION : 

'What date is that? 
HoN. W. H. BAR::"fES: 3rd December, 

1919. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' lKeTRl"CTlOX : 

'What paper? 

HoN. W. H. BAR::"fES: 'rhe " Bundaberg 
Mail." I want to be quite fair to the hon. 
gentleman because he may have changed 
his views since then. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:JlLIC lNSJ'Hl:C/IcON: 
I still say that. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Oh, the hon. 
gentleman "still says it." (Opposition 
laughter.) Then I am quite justified in con­
du.ding that, if the hon. gentleman still 
says it, he was there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC IxsTRT:CTION : 
You said recently in Bundaberg. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I said that I 
admitte·d the statement was not made 
xecently; but I gave the date. 
Th~ SECRFTARY FOR 1'T:BLIC INSTRCUTION ; 

Those are my sentiments now. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It is said that .. 
if a man cannot make a mistake he carmot 
make anything. Now the hon.' gentleman 
says he said it, but ~ little while ag-o he 
said he did not say it. Then I have a more 
r(•cent clipping, dated 27th August 1924. 
This is what the hon. gentleman i1ad to 
say with regard to hs new ministeri:~,[ job, 
.accordmg to the editor of this journal. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IKSTR cCT£0N : 
You always watch me. You always have, 
and you alcyays will. 

Ho:-i. W. H. BAR~ES: The hon. gentle­
man needs watching. I believe that it will 
be found by the oflicers of his department 
that he needs watching, or else there will 
be something going wrong- in the depart­
ment. I know something of the offic· r, of 
the department, and I would sa v to the 
Under Secretary, "Be sure to giv'e all the 
advrce you can to your n( w Ministnr to 
try to steady him." I believe that will 
be good adYice. 

Mr. DASH: Have you had that experience? 
. HoN. W, H. BARNES : Oh, no, but I 
Judge from' some of the hon gentlema.n's 
utterances that it is very neccr-,ary. This 
puper says-

" A personal wielding of thr blue 
pencil so far as the school papnrs are 
concerned was indicated by the ;}finicter 
for Public Instruction yesterday. 

{'The announcen1ent of Mr. Brennan's 
probable sub-editorial if rcot semi-
editorial, drbut---" ' 

I understood that the hon. gentleman wa' 
a brilliant. barrister, but I never thoug'ht 
he vas gorng to do editorial work, ar'd I 
would remind him that it is not wiso to 
have too many irons in the fire. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC lNSTRl'CTION : 
:Most barristers are literary men, n ; you 
know. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The article 
tinues-

con-

" The announcement of Mr. Brcnnan's 
probable sub-editorial, if not semi-

editorial, debut arose from a question as 
to his views on the exclusion, or other­
wise, of articles on war subjects from 
the departmental school papers-exclu­
sion was the line of action lately 
decided upon by the Victorian Labour 
Government. Mr. Brennan mentioned 
that he intended that more Australian 
literature should be placed in the school 
books." 

There will be a big sale of those books. 
The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIO INSTRUCTION : 

There will. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : The article con­
tinues-

" Also he intended to write articles on 
health and other important matters. . ." 

I hope that they will be a little more illumi­
nating than his articles on banking. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Why? 

HoN. W .• H. BARNES: I am only saying 
that just as it strikes me. The article con­
tinues-

• • • EO that the books would be 
kept well abreast of the time. ' Every­
one who knows my views on war,' :i\1r. 
Brennan went on to say, ' knows that I 
would exclude from the books anything 
likely to inflame the mind of the youth 
with an ambition for war, but rather 
would I explain to the children the 
causes of war and the capitalistic 
influences which bring it about. That. 
to my mind, would tend towards the 
wiping out of war. The sooner the public 
are educated up to a sense of their 
obligAtions to the White Australia policy, 
and the sane development of the land, 
the better will it be for the rising genera­
tion. Too much hypocrisy and jingoism 
is displayed at the present time, and 
there is not enough sincerity by those 
cali0d upon to give advice as to Aus­
tralia's welfare.' " 

Mr. FARRELL: Very fine sentiments. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: There is some­

thing there that eYery hon. member will 
entirely agree with, but I want to say for 
my'·<elf, speaking very seriously. that I am 
just as much an Australian as the Minister. 
I do not know whether the hon. gentleman 
is Australian born-! think he is. I am 
Australian born . 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC lKSTRUCTIO::< : 
So you have told us before. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : A very worthy 
gentleman used to say, " Say it over and 
over and over again." If tho hon. gentleman 
is an Australian, I am an Australian, too. I 
want to say something more than th~t. While 
I b,-lievc that Australian history should be put 
in the forefront of our school literature, 
there is another duty. 

311r. HARTLEY: Partic.ularly the trca<l.nill 
on the top of the hill. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: There is another 
duty-and I sa:;· it deliberately to-day as <1 
citizen of the great nation of which Australia 
is a part-that the hon. gentleman has no 
right to snuff out any other reference in the 
school books that has to do with nationhood 
a!ld nationality. In 1919 the hon. gentle­
man apparently made some remarks in 
Bundab.?rg with regard to the Japanese. 

The SECRETARY fOR PUBLIO INSTRUCTION : 
That is so. 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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HoN. W. H. BARNES: What absolute 
nonsense for a person occupying· the position 
of Secretary for Public Instruction to say 
that such a thing might be done ! 

The SEORETA~Y FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
What is Groom doing over at Geneva at 
the present time? 

HoN. ·w. H. BARNES: I have as much as 
I can do to attend to a Minister who gets 
unrulv sometimes without worrying about 
Sir Littleton Groom, who is well able to 
take care of himself. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
He should take care of Australia. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Does the hon. 
gentleman not know that we are protected 
by Great Britain and that all his tal~ about 
what might be done by the Japane7e !S mere 
moonshine and nonsense? What JS Jt done 
for? To trv and inflame the minds of our 
own people "in a certain direction. I could 
imagine that, if Toowoomba was the scene 
of an invasion, the hon. gentleman would be 
one of the first to avail himself of the 
assistance of our own nation to help him in 
that regard. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNSTRUCTlON : 
What is Mr. Ramsay MacDonald Baying? 
Be consistent and honest ! 

HoN. W. FI. BARNES: I do not know 
what Mr. Ramsay MacDonald is saying. I 
am at present dealing with the Estimates of 
the Department of Public Instruction, and 
I want to strike a warning note and urge 
the Minister to go steady, because, if our 
State school children are to be given certain 
reading books they are going to be dang.erous 
and damaging to the people of Austraha. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~STRUCTION : 
You said the same about a black Australia. 
You wanted a black Australia. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am not per­
mitted to discuss anything in connection with 
a black Australia, but I want to say that I 
have never been associated with a black 
Austra!i.a during the whole of my public 
life. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION c 
What about the company in which you are 
interested that is going to ex;Jloit black 
labour in another country? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I have no shares 
in any company which is interested in the 
black man. 

:Mr. FARRELL: Your name appeared at the 
head of a prospectus which had for its object 
the starting of a business in the South Sea 
hlands. 
Ho~. W. H, BARNES: Even in Queens­

land there are black men employed on some 
of our State stations at the present time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~STRUCTION: 
They are native-born aboriginals, 

EoN. W. H. BARNES: Should our r:ativc­
born black childrPn be' excluded from our 
schools? An insinuation has been made, but 
I desire to say that I do not employ any 
black labour. 

Mr. WEIR: Why did you send your capital 
out of the State to employ black labour 1 

HON. W. H. BARNES: I never sent one 
penny out of ihe :?iate for any such purpose. 

Mr. WEIR: Your name appea.rs on the pros­
pectus of the company. 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Reference has 
been made to health matters in connection 
with education, but I would remind hon. 
members opposite that the present Govern­
ment are not the only Government that have 
looked after the health of the children. 
'I'hey try again and again to claim all the 
credit for everything in that direction. The 
previous Government, of which I was a 
mewber, had to do with dental matters and 
with looking after the eyes of school children. 
The present Government have merely con· 
tinned that policy. It was the previous 
Government that first appointed the itinerant 
teachers, 

Mr. HARTLEY: It was a LabDur Govern­
lnent. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Before ever a 
Labour Government came into office itinerant 
teaehers were stationed in a number of dis­
tricts throughout Queensland. 

Mr, WEIR: You growled about them and' 
would not spend any money in that direction. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is not so. 
'When I was at the head of the Department 
of Public Instruction I remember one itiner­
ant teacher advis€'<'1 the department t.hat h<> 
went to a station and sought permission from 
the station owner to go through the station 
as it would save him a good deal of time in: 
getting t<:> another 1sta.tion. iThe station: 
owner said that the owner of the next station 
Wil,S no friend of l1is, and that the teacher 
would have to go round. He was sitting in 
his buggy at the time, and the station owner 
sairl to him " If you will come out, I wilT 
show vou that vou are no man." The teach<>r 
came -out. He· wrote on the report which he 
submitted " I know that you will not approve 
of my action as it did not conform with the• 
regulations, but I was able to show him 
that I was some man. The station. owner 
then replied, ' You can go through,' and I 
continued on my journey."' I wrote across 
the report: " Ordinarily. the department 
would not appr,we of action of that kind, 
but in this case the N,d iustified the means." 
Hon, members opposite to-day say that hon. 
members on this side of the Chamber did 
r,ot have to do with the itinerant teacher 
and the medical and dental examination of 
~biidren, but they have merely continued <t 
P"liey that was laid down by us. Did yore 
ever notice, Mr. Cooper, how greedy hon. 
member,, of your party are? They w<tnt tOo 
grab everything good and say " We did it." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
What about the extension of the scholar­
ships? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: We were gradu­
ally extending th,c, scholarship system, and 
it has been extended from time to time 
eince. (Government interjections.) When 
this dialogue ceases, I will continue my 
speech. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: If the 
hon. member took 'less nohce of the inter­
jections, perhaps they would be less numerous. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Tb.t is very good 
advice indeed. It is as well to make these 
particular facts known when the Govern­
ment take the whole of the credit in these .. 
matters. As an hon. member behind me] 
says, the University was established not. bf~ 
the present Government but by the prevJOU'Sci 
Government. There is no question a~oub:; 
that, nor can it be gainsaid that the preVJOUi!\;, 
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1':! vernment did everything it; _its power to 
rberalise the educational . faethti~S ?r that h resent Government m contmmng tJ:e 
t et P 1.. ~ve taken credit for the whole of It. sys ern u.u · h 

Mr HARTLEY : We do not. cla.Im t at we 
have· had a~ything to do with est~bhshmg 
the University. \Ve would not O\\n It. 

HoN. W. H. BARNRS: I_would urge_ the 
Secretary for Public InstructiOn to be gmded 
b the officers of his department. It will 
sive them sleepless nights if he ta.kes hi_s 

uidance ;from men who have had the <;XJ?8ri· 
!nee which, I am s;:>rry to say, the _Mm1ster 
sadly la.cks, espeCially the expenence of 
sound common sense. 

Mr BRUCE (Kennedy): The hon. member 
for Wynnum claims that we. must have 
British history lessons placed m the school 
books and recently thR " Courier" pub­
lished a~1 article saying that, unless we dealt 
with the question of war in our school books, 
we could not have the truthful h1story of 
England. I would be 9uite prepared to ha':e 
that history included m our s?hool books If 
lt were fit to place before ch1ldren. 

I have a memory of the kind of history 
that was placed before us during my school 
days For instance, we heard about " Bluff 
King Hal," and wbtt a. splendid ch_ara?ter 
h~ was. It may be that he was constltut!on­
ally strong enough to have had the vanous 
wives he had, but our school history did 
not tell us the actual facts known by those 
who have studied history, and that he 
murdered several of his wives in order to 
satisfy his sensuality. That is not a thing 
we could put before the children of our 
schools. Then we heard something of " good 
Queen Bess," an~ had t~e litt!e story. about 
Sir Waiter Rale1gh placmg h1s coat m the 
m1tddy road so that she might walk over it. 
But we were not told that she was respon­
sible for the murder of Mary, Queen of Scots, 
,who was her guest at the time. These are 
samples of the history of England a.nd of 

of the ruling- monarchs we have had. 
are the truth, and, if you want the 
that is what you will have to tell 

of Queensland. Again. we had 
Prince Charlie." Onr school his­

wrote roma.ntic little stories about 
I remember a story written by one of 

most relia.ble historians t.hat I might 
to show hon. members of this Cham­

would have to be placed in our 
if we were going- to tdl the 

the truth. During the reign of 
TT. of England-probably one of the 

te reigns in the history of Eng­
rnurtiers of the dav found the 

a doAd child in the palace. and in a 
mrwlcPrv end iest thev took it before 

m!l". The Kin~< 'further,, carried on the 
dis«ectin!l" the body of the child 

tl>o"e Conrtiers and. as the historian 
hahly hofore the fath<>r of the child 

the thing-s-th" truthful historv of 
t von ·Are !!oing to place before 
of Australia? 

1~ with one side of the history of 
T cnu1d P"O on, and anv man who 

M the biotory of K"1!1a.T'rl ronld 
"''otin~r rnattei:-s of th;t kind for 
lint ]nt, "" ,ret had< to anothe,r 

leodin~r article in one of m,rr 
T hevp a ]h,dnd. That article 

rmlt>?s we de" lt with the on<estion 
"''r •r}•nol books_ we could not 

_t:ruthful history of England. I re-

member the Rev. W. H. Fitchett, who I 
think was the head of the Methodist Ladies' 
College in Melbourne, writing a book 
entitled " Deeds that won the Empire." In 
those tales British soldiers always stood out. 
The other chaps certainly put up a fight, but 
they were practically not dealt with at alL 
Those stories would lead the children to· 
believe that war was a glorious and great 
thing. I remember one particular incident­
the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo-which was told 
in such a spirit that it was calculated to, 
create a desire for war on the part of the, 
children. 

He did not tell the real history of that 
siege. He did not tell his readers of the 
rape of the women after the town was taken, 
of the destruction of the citizens in that 
town. When they talk of war do they 
tell the true history? When they talk of the 
hattle of Jena, do they tell of the destruction 
b.Y Napoleon's army of tens of thousands of 
magnificent men of the human race-the 
glorious manhood of the country. Do they 
tdl that at such an hour on such a day the 
battle took place and that a few ,days late1· 
Napoleon crossed that field and saw in the 
mud and slush the crushed bodies and crushed 
bones of those thousands of men and hea~d 
the groans of the wounded, of those still 
living crushed in the mud am! the slush? 
Here was the youth and manhood of those 
nations smashed into unrecognisable pulp. 
Can we tell our children these things? If 
we are to tell the truth of war, that is wh.tt 
we have to tell them. Make no mistake t 
For quite a long time after this battle­
and after every huge battle-the sten,~h that 
arose from the dead on these fields ~dead 
men who were the same as you and I in 
this House-made it impossible for peopie 
to live within miles of the place. Will they 
tell the truth of Napoleon crossing 'the 
Alps? Will they tell that war means no 
gain to the human race despite the destruc­
tion of the manhood of the world? Will 
they tell of the mothers who gave birth lo 
these children-mothers who have rear,ed 
them as children and reared them into man­
hood 9 Will they tell of the mothers who 
have lost their childr,en, and who have no 
further hope in life? You must deal with 
these things if you are going to give the 
history of the older countries. That is the 
history of the old world. Fortunately for us, 
Australia has not seen a war. Fortunately 
for us, we have not got to deal with the 
conditions and traditions that exist in the 
older countries. The greatest thing that can 
be done to-day, and the greatest thing thie. 
Parliament can do. is to introduce into our 
school boob lessons free from the horrors of 
war and free from the brutal things that 
surround the power of Great Britain, and 
tell them the truth of this Australia-whai; 

• it can be made, and the possibilities of the· 
development of our mankind. By inculcat­
ing that method of teaching you start in thl& 
country of Australia a propaganda that will 
eventually do away with war. Once you 
start teaching the doing away with war, the 
same as education on any other subiect, iit 
will have its effect. and there is not the 
slightest doubt that that education wiH 
spread throughout the world. It is no use 
saying we are going to stand as we are­
that war must always be a necessity of our 
social position. It must not. Up to thG' 
present the education has always been for 
war. People have been brought up believin•s­
in and trained to be ready for war. 'vYe 

lJfr. b':ruce.] 
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should do our best to clo away with wat. 
If the Secretary for Public Instruction puts 
into this school book matters and know­
Je.dge regarding Australia, matters and 
knowledge regarding social questions, and 
the reason of our social standing, then he 
will ·do the greatest thing a Minister or a 
Parliament is capable of doing. There are 
other subjects that may be dealt with in 
regard to education. We ha-d an hon. mem­
ber the other day making the statement that 
finance is the test of good government. He 
went on to say that he wante·d the Govern­
ment to declare their policy on certain 
subjects. 

Mr. EDWARDS: It was the Premiex who 
said that first. 

Mr. BRUCE: The hon. member di.d not 
think I was so green as to make that state· 
ment and not expect the interjection­
! expected the interjection. When the ex­
Treasurer an.J the Premier made that state­
n:ept they were extremely young as poli­
tJclans, and that statement was not a child 
of their own brains. It was taken out of 
the works of some of those political econo­
mists whose business it has been throughout 
the history of the world to tell the people 
that they must work along certain lines, or, 
as a student once put it, to take the honey 
from the hive without disturbing the bees. 

I want to point out one matter which 
should be considered in our system of educa­
tion and the compilation of our school books. 
We should teach that, while finance under 
our present system is a necessity of govern­
ment, it is not by any means the test of 
good government. It is the curse of good 
government-the very thing that destroys 
good government. If any individual or 
b<>rly of men start making headway towards 
good government, in comes finance and 
l'ieotroys and corrupts all good government. 

Mr. MORGAN: Then you do not agree with 
your Premier? 

Mr. BRUCE: Not in all things. 

Mr. Fl\.Y (Kurilpa): I am sure we are 
aU grateful to the hon. member for Kennedy 
f<•r his mggestion to the Minister that the 
hon, gentleman should take good care that 
we do not get a Russianised-Australian s·enti· 
ment. In the Russian revolution the chil­
dren were slaughtered in the streets. The 
intelligent people were killed, and women 
were made chattels and slaves of the sol.diers. 
They were sent in herds for the use of the 
soldiers in the revolutionary ranks. When 
the Minister is dealing with the question 
oi war he should take good care that he does 
not create a Russianised-Auetralian senti· 
ment. I am justified in making that state­
ment because from the Government's own 
journals it appears that they have sent 
sympathetic messages and support to the 
l'evoluticnary party in Russia. I shall quote 
pflrticulars for the Minister if he likes to 
reply. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNSTRI:.'CTION : 
I will reply-don't worry about that. 

At 4.58 p.m., 
'!'he CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 
Mr. FRY: All I am asking the Minister 

is not to create a Russianised-Australian 
sentiment, 

The SECRETARY FOR PlfBUC lNSTRUCTlON: 
You cannot have revolution with good go­
V0rnment. 

[Mr. Brnce. 

Mr. FRY: If you :ftave got good govern­
ment, you d_o not get revolution, and you do 
not get stnkes on Government work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:t><STRCCTION : 
Is a strike a revolution? 

Mr. FRY: You do not get revolutionaries 
striking against the Government if they are 
satisfied. When the question of war is being 
dealt with the other aspect should be con­
sidered at the same time. 

I would likE> the Minister to give somn 
information with regard to a matter which 
is of very great importance-the position 
of the lady head teachers who are being 
retired. These teachers deserve favourable 
consideration from the department, although 
I do not know how the matter will bP 
arranged. The lady head teachers who are 
retired are in many cases the sole support 
of their family. They are lower paid than 
the men, and they do not get a house 
allowance. 

The SECRETARY FOR P"GBLlC INSTRUCTION. 
At what age do they retire? 

Mr. FRY: I am not dealing with the 
question of age at present, but I want the 
hon. gentleman to reply to it when he gets 
on his feet. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLTC INSTRUCTION : 
I£ they are supporting their families at 
sixty-five, they arEo pretty good. ' 

Mr, FRY: Is the hon. gentleman going 
tc. retire them before sixty-five? I want you 
to tell me that. 

[5 p.m.} 
The CHAIRMAN: Order ! Will the hon. 

member address the chair? 
1\'Ir. FRY: I want you when you get on 

your feet to tell me whether that is true. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order l Will the hon, 

member obey my call and address the c.hair? 
Mr. FRY: These teachers are being' 

retired. 
THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 

You ought to know that is wrong. 
Mr. FRY : I am' only trying to get informa.­

ti?n. Some of them are support~ng their 
widowed mothers and some supportmg othe:r 
dependants. I have to accent the hon,:: 

• gentleman's statement, of cours~. · 
THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 

How many of them are sixty-five? 
Mr, FRY: I know of a case where the£<!!: 

i~ a widowed mother and an invalid brother 
to support, ancl notice has been given to the 
teacher of her retirement. I do not sav that' 
it is a case of retirement at sixty-five' vearif 
of age; I said that persons were bein~ 
retired. It was the hon. gentleman wh~ 
introduced the question of sixty-fiv2 years. ' 

THE SRCRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
That is the usual age for retirement. 

Mr. FRY: When these ladies are put ofl' 
the list they have their widowed mother~! 
and some other relfl.tives to supnort and. 
they are thrown out on the world without 
wevns of earning a livelihood. The resporJ.:;, 
sibilit.v of providing fer relatives has pr&<, 
Yented them ·saving any money against retir~ 
ments. They are at a decided .disadvan ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PLTBLIC lNS'rRTICT 
They can get the old age pension. < 

Mr. FRY: It is only an old age pensio~ 
that they can get. If they were men, thE!~ 
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would be getting a certain allowance for 
a house, and would pro.bably have growing 
up around them a fam·1ly who would soon 
become earning units, and in those cases 
retirement does not fall so hea.vily on the 
man as it does on the woman teacher who 
has been dismissed. I am only putting it 
before the Minister in this way in the hope 
that he will give the matter some attentinn. 
It has not occupied the Minister's mind for 
a moment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
It is not correct. 

Mr. FRY: I give him the case and, i.f l"' 
.says it is not correct, either he has been 
misinformed or he does not know anythin,~ 
about it. I am satisfied about the case I 
am speaking of. I do not want the Ministe1 
to take my statement as if it were a case 
of retirement at sixty-five years of age. If 
there arc many women other than head 
teachers who are being retired at a less age 
than sixty-five, what is the Minister goinv 
to do 1 Evervbodv knows that after a woman 
teacher has spent "her life in the Department 
Df Public Instruction she is no good for 
outside work. A woman teacher who has 
been in the department for years and is 
retired at perhaps fifty or fifty-five years of 
age finds it very hard to make a living out­
side. and she cannot get the old age or invalid 
pension. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBI.IC INSTRUCTION : 
Why? 

Mr. FRY: Because she is not old enough 
and she is not an invalid. 

The SECREHRY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
They. cannot be retired at less than sixty-five 
_years of age unless they are invalids. 

Mr. FRY: Now I have the whole of ihe 
11on. gentleman's case, I had the opportunity 
the other day of going with the Under Sec­
retary to sec the training coUege for mentally 
defective children, and I was very please-d 
with what is being done for those unfortunate 
-children, but it appeared to me that the 
work was verv strenuous and that the teachers 
were entitled. to a higher remuneration than 
they were receiving. There is considerable 
difficulty in teaching such work to normal 
·children posse8'ing all their faculties--

The CHAIRMAN : Order .! The hon. 
gentleman is not in order in dealing with 
that subject on this vote. 

Mr. FRY: Very well, Mr. Pollock. When 
the JHiniste'' commences his Australian senti­
ment campaign, I hope he will give us the 
real Australian sentiment, and, if he does 
that, I am quite satisfied that the school 
books will be a credit to him; but unfor­
t'!nately I am inclined to think, judging by 
!us past speeches, that the books will be 
tinged with a little " red." 

. Mr. I<ARRELL (Rockharnpton): I would 
11ke to compliment the Secretary for Public 
Instruetwn upon his appointment as head 
·of this very important department.. If he 
continues his work in the way that he has 
commenced, lw will suit me and most hon. 
members on this side very well indeed. I 
notice from the report issued by the depart­
ment that there have been some changes in 
the officers of the department since last 
year. It is pleasing to me to see that men 
who v.-ere members of the Queensland 
Teachers' Union-and good members at that 
-are occupying the higher positions in the 
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department to-dav. I notice with pleasure 
that Mr. McKenna has been appointed to 
the position of Under Secretary. When he . 
was on the track as inspector-I can now 
speak of my personal knowledge of the 
teachers who were inspected by him-he was 
known thrDughout Central and North 
Queensland as the teachers' friend-not that 
he was in any way lax in his dulies, because 
I know of no inspector who was harder on 
a teacher who was slack than the same pre­
sent Under Secretary. It is also pleasing w 
sec Mr. Edwards, who was at one timtl 
the pr-esident of the Queensland Teachers' 
Union and is one of the ablest exponents of 
education in Queensland to-day, appointed 
to the position of Chief Inspector. While 
Mr. Edwards was a member of the Queens­
land Teachers' Union he was responsible for 
many suggestions and many reforms that 
ei nee have bllen agreed to by the depart-· 
ment. 

While on that point I would suggest that 
there should be closer co-operation between 
the Queensland 'feachers' Union and th'3 
department in the inter<'sts of the depart­
ment. in the interests of the teachers, and in 
the interests of the children of Queensland. 
It does not say that, b~cause three or four 
members of the union have been plac··d in 
the high positions of the department, the 
whole of the brains of the service have gone. 
When i hose gentlemen occupied important 
positions in the union they made important 
suggestions which have since been given 
e!Iect to, and, if meetings between represen· 
tatives of the union and representatives of 
the department were held periodically at 
certain definite times, much good woultl 
come and there would be greater benefit to 
the children of Queensland and to education 
in general. I suggest to the lHinister that 
he might give consideration to a proposal of 
that kind. ·I am sure from my knowledge 
of the Under Secretary and the Chief In­
spector that a conference of that kind would 
be welcomed by those gentlemen. 'l'he same 
policy might also be pursued in other direc­
tions and in other departments. I person­
a!h· know of the good that would accrue if 
that suggestion was carried out. One mu;t 
appreciate the wonderful strides that have 
been made in education during the last 
hundred years or so, and. althoug·h young, 
I appreciate the great advantages that the 
child to-day has that we .did not have during 
our school days. I recall a verse of Shcn­
stone's, written about 1742, which runs like 
this-

" In every village marked with little spire, 
Embowered in trees and hardly known t•:> 

fame, 
There dwells in lowly shed and mean 

attire 
A matron oli whom we school-mistress 

name, 
Who boasts 1 nruly brat& with birch to 

tam-e." 

The sentiments ir. that little verse bring to 
mind the advantages which the teachers of 
Queensland enjoy at the present time com­
pared with days gone by. As one who knows 
what the teachers of Queensland have had to 
put up with, I venture to say that there is 
not a body of public servants in the whole 
of Australia whose pay should be higher 
than that of the Queensland teachers. There 
is only one way in which we shall be able 
to get the best brains in the community to 

Mr. Farrell.] 
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take on the teaching service, and that is by 
paying to the teachers the very highest 
salaries. I am not one of those who say 
that every teacher in Queensland should be a 
graduate of the University. I know many 
University graduates who are State school 
teachers, and their greatest drawback is their 
University education. I have known that in 
several cases. I am going to ask again this 
year of the Minister-it was a different 
Minister on the last occasion-that he should 
give more consideration and a greater amount 
of his time to the training of the teachers 
of Queensland. I was surprised on looking 
through the report this year to find that the 
unclassified teacher•. in Queensland arc more 
numerous than they wore last year. I raised 
this question on the Estimates on that 
occasion and expressed the hope that in 
twelve months' time the position would not 
be so bad. I am sorry to oay that my hopes 
have not been realised. I notice that in 1922 
there were 217 male and 580 female unclassi­
fied teachers, or a total of 797. In 1923 the 
numbers were 239 males and 641 females, or 
a total of 880. This is (ln increase of nearly 
1CO over the previous vcar. I understood 
from the remarks of the 'Minister on the last 
occasion that the operations of the Training 
College in Qneensland wore to be widened 
and broadened so as to give unclassified 
teachers an opportunity to be trained and 
become classified. I observe that lHr. Inspec­
tor George in his report of the schools in 
!Lhe l\Iaokay district says-

" Half the schools in my district are 
in charge of unclassifiecl teachers." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:-<STRUCTION : 
Why are they not classified? 

Mr. F ARRELL: There are many reasons, 
the chief of which is the lack of opportunity. 
\1ost of those teachers who are sent out to 
~mall schools are persons who have passed 
a minor examination, and, after receiving 
six weBks' training at one of the city centres .. 
they are sent out to some ungodly place to 
take charge of a school without having any 
further practical experience. I had hoped 
that that position would be done away with 
per medium of the training college. I am 
sorry to see that the liguros shown this year 
do not prove that an honest attempt has been 
made to try and got tho unclassified teacher 
turned into a trained teacher. 

Everyone knows, and particularly those 
who have had experience in teaching, that 
the teacher has to take charge of a C'hild 
for the biggest part of the clay np to the 
age of foLtrteen years and has to mould the 
character of that child. Therefore, one 
appreciates the necessity for baYing a 
trained body of teachers in Quoenslancl. I 
hope the present Minister will see that 
the operations of the training colleges are 
extended, and that the old system of con­
fining the training college to Brisbane is 
done away with. vVe should have a tr.'tining 
college in Rockhampton, run in connedion 
with the Central Boys' school, if you like. 
There should be one in 'Townsville, and also 
one in Cairns. I particularly ask- that 
trammg schools be eEtablished in those 
centres, because later on thev will have the 
effect of doing away with the trouble we 
now have in transferring teachers from one 
district to another district to which they do 
not desire to .:;o: If N orth<:>rn te.tchcr; were 
trained in th•3 North and could get the 
same facilities there that are available in 
Brisbane, they would not have a desire to 
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come South, and there would not be the­
npcessity for teachers in the South being-· 
~f'nt to uncongenial places in the North. 
where they will not give their be•t work to 
tlce State. I have hero a portion of a 
report, in which Mr. McKenna writGs-

" The basic idea in the educational 
world of to-day ic: the treatm~nt of the­
individual according to hie peculiar­
necessities and impulses; but to give 
full scope to this fund"mcntal prie1ciple­
we require a greater proportion of highlv 
trained 1nen and women teachers." " 

Tltose were the sentiments expressed by Mr. 
McKcnna wh n he was an inspector, and I 
am sure he retains those sentiment; to-day. 
"\obody d•csires to sec the training of 
teachers pushed ahead more· than Th1r. 
i\tlcKenna, who occupies a ve1~y in1portant 
position to-day. I also have the rr:port 
of Mr. Mutch, one of the oldest school 
inspectors in the Stale. He takec the sail1e· 
view, and hopes that not only will the 
training of te-achers be carried on, but that 
tbc matter I mentioned last vettr will be­
attended to. viz .. requiritw teachers to pass 
an 0xan1ination in psvr:ho~ogv to n1ake th0ir 
teaching more up to da to an cl sC'ientific. Mr. 
Baker, another inspector, has this to say-

'· In teaching. the objectives to be kept 
constantly in mind are-

1. The building of !he circle of 
thought. 

2. The development of the chnracte~ 
of the child. 

3. Enabling the child to become an 
ind-2110ndent thinker." 

1\"o teacher who has not a knowledge of 
r_sycholo~y can give effect to the sugg-es­
tions of Mr. :.Vlutch, Mr. McKenna, or Mr. 
Baker. or any of the leaders of thought in­
Queensland education matters to-day. Mr. 
Mutch has this to say-

" The study of the olrl ps;~·chology, 
\Vith its seemingly useless cJ;t~sification 
of our conscious faculties, appears to 
hav8 little. if any, influence ov~t· the 
average teacher to-day; but the new 
psychology, with its discoveries in the 
unconsciouo bv means c-,f the method~ of 
psycho-analys{t; and auto-sug~o~t.ion, 
gives promise of enhancinrr the teacher's 
efficiency, not so much i71 the wa v of 
feeding the mind with suitable info~·ma­
tion antl grafting on to it useful accom­
plishments as i"n endowing !he pupil' 
with health, character, and per­
sonality." 

How on ea·rth is any teacher in Quoonsland­
any unclassified teacher particnlarly-who­
has not received a tr.aining in matters of thi& 
kind going to gi V<e effect to the suggestions 
!nade by the district inspec!.ors on their­
Journeys round? I find that Mr. A. S. Neil, 
IYI.A:• a member of the Oxford University, 
wnhng to the London "Daily News," 
expresses the same view. He-rightly, too­
raised the question of whether it is possible 
to bring about what we call an educated com­
munity if the present system is to be con­
tinued. Mr. Neil says-

" T consider subjects have little to do 
with education. Our so-called educated 
men arc learned men. Select ten univer­
sity graduate> and ten men who left 
school at fourteen years of age to con­
sider a subject of importance to· 
humanity," 

Supposing the subject for comideration was. 
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tJow to abolish war or to abolish our bar­
barous Criminal Code, would anybody sug· 
gest that the ten men from the university 
would know more about the subject than the 
other ten men? Mr. Neil goes on to say-

"Universities all over the world are 
notorious as centres for reaction and 
jingoism. What the nation needs is not 
a continuation of schooling but a change 
of heart about education. It needs to 
•realise that more instruction is mostly a 
waste of time and energy." 

I am going to ask again-and I have every 
justification for a>-king ?t, because it was 
nnanimously approved at the Emu Park 
Convention held last year-that p·<yschology 
be made a compulsory subject for teachers 
in connection with other subjects that they 
have to study at the present time. 'I'hcro 
arc, of course, those sincere tcacher,-they 
are in a majority i'l Queensland to-day-who 
would study psychology for the benefit it 
gives them as teache·rs; but there are other 
teachers who will not study this subject 
unless it is inc!nded in the examination 
curriculum, and it is because of those who 
apparently will nrJt study the subject. unless 
it is forced on them, that I ask that this 
subject be introduced. 

I also want to refer to the privileges that 
the teachers in Brisbane enjoy over their 
confreres in other parts of the State. I find 
that every eclucotioni>t of importance who 
comes to this Stat" to lecture on educational 
subjects has had hio work confined to Bris­
bane, and tho country teachers, many of 
whcnn \Vnnt to ad vaucc, are denied that 
henellt. Lot me tako vvhat has happened 
within the last twelve months. ·we had a 
demonstration of the Jones's method of 
teaching reading; wo had ::\Iiss Caldwell 
giving a demonstration on tlw '·Simplicity 
of number"; wu had Dr. Cole, of the 
Teachers' College. S.ydne.v. aft.cr touring 
America and the United King·dom, coming 
to Brisbane and lecturing to the teachers of 
the Training Collq;u hero and the teachers 
of Brisbane general!-:; and Just lately wo 
have had l'rofe>- or Adams lecturing· in Bris­
bane and his ar!vic" dr>nied to the rest of the 
teachers of Queensland. l asked Mr. 
Huxham. when he was Secrc•t:u·,- for Public 
Instruction, to allow three Ol' 'four of the 
teachers of Ct'IJtrnl Queensland to con1e to 
Brisbane during thr~ 1 i1ne t ~1cse wen and 
wcn1en wore in Bi·i-..lmne and v·ore lectrn·ing 
on education. but the d(•partrncnt foT son1c 
reason or other refused that reqm'st. The 
.so~c.allcd flnancin~ :::.tringcncy th!1t we hear 
sr) much about <lid not entPl' i .to this ques­
tion. These tcachoro should ha"''' lwcn granted 
free rajlWllV 11<h::i0::'. \\h}ch \YI}l!ld haYD COSt 
the State n·~)tl~ing·, as thl'ir visit to Brisbane 
\\ uuld ha vo been of g'fl!at lJL'lll'ftL lu IJw 
teachers them-.elves aPd afterwards to the 
childnm of (>ntral (~ueensland. I have 
several other olbNvations to make which I 
will rewrve for tho particular votes with 
which they are connected. Among othe1· 
things I wish to refer to. is the long-delayed 
question of nationali"-ing tho Gra.n1n1ar 
Schools of Queensland, and I will take the 
opportunity of dealing with that to-morrow. 

At 5.25 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN left the chair, reported pro­

gress, and asked leave to sit again. 

The resumptior, of the Committee was 
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 

Questions. 963--




