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834 Animals and Birds, Etc., Bill. [ASS.EMBLY.] Questions, 

TUESDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER, 1ll24. 

'The SPEAKER (Hon. vV. Bcrtram, .l[ar,:r '· 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
INKERC\I.IN IRRIGATIO"i SC!IEME-CO·OPERITIVE 

CONTROl. BY CA:<:ECROWERS. 

Mr. S\VAY:'-.iE (21hrani) asked the Secre
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. At th0 commencement of the· 
Inkerman irrigation scheme, dirl the 
terms of the arrangement between the· 
Government and the cancgro·wors in
cluded in its area permit of the ' powet· 
house, plant, cables for distributing 
current. wells, etc.,' eventually brco:n· 
ing the property or being co-operatively 
controlled by the canegrowers upon the· 
State being repaid its expenditure in 
this connection? 

"2. Under the 
has the position 
altered; if so, in 

'" 3. ¥r7 hcn vvas 
first commenced ? 

prescmt arrangement 
in this respect been 
what manner? 
work on the scheme· 

'• 4. Are all the farms within the area 
now supplied with irrigation water? 

" 5. vVhat is the present estimate,[' 
cost of completing the scheme'?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS 
(Hon. \V. McCormack, Cairns) replied-

" 1. Y cs, upon the conditions set out 
in Order in Council of 8th February. 
1917. 

"2. (a) Yes. (b) The control of the 
I nkcrman irrigation area was vesteJ in 
the Cornmissioner of Irrigation as frorn 
1st July, 1923. 

" 3. July, 1918. 
" 4. It is not practicable to supply all 

the farms within the area. 
"5. As applications are being received 

constantlv for extensions to additional 
farms, n~ estimate can be given of the· 
ultimate total cost. The book capital 
cost at 30th June, 1924, was £266 472 
but it is not proposed to authorise exten. 
sions beyond a total capital expenditure 
of £300,000." 

HOSEDALE SELECTIONS-SYSTEC\! OF BALLOTING
FOR LANDS. 

J\Ir. KIJ\'"G' (Logan) asked the Secretary 
fo" Public Lands-

" In view of the recent happenings 
in connection with the Rosedale Selec· 
tions-

1. Is it his intention to alter the 
present system of ballot? 

2. If so, what system does he intend 
to follow? 

3. Will he also give favonra ble con· 
Rid~~ration to granting priority to thos: 
Queenslanders who are :1 t prC'sent 
eng-ag-c'd in pastoral or grazing pur
suits?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. :iY1cCormack, Cairns) replied-

" The vYhole question is under review." 
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REPORT OF H.EVAL!:ATIOX BOARD 0.:-1 SOLDIER 
SETTLERS' biPROVniE)';TS. 

l\lr. DEACOC\ (Cunnin(!hrtrn), for . Mr. 
COSTELLO (Carnarrnn), asked the Secrf'
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. Has the report of the Revalua
tion Board on Soldier Settlers' Imnrove
monts yet boon furPished to him f 

" 2. vVhen will a definite announce
ment be made on the Revaluation of 
Soldiers' Blocks?" 

The SECRETARY FOR Pr13LIC LANDS 
(Hon. vV. I\IcConnack, Cairns) replied-

" 1 and 2. The investigation has not yet 
been completed." 

REXTAL CO)';CESSIONS OK GRAZI)';G SELECTJOKS. 

Mr. MORGA~ (.limil/a) asked the Secre· 
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. How many grazing selections are 
there still existing which, prior to tho 
passing of ' The Land Act Amendme!lt 
Act of 1920,' came within the 50 per 
cent. limitation on rental increase•.? 

" 2. 'What is the total area of such 
selections? 

" 3. Will the same concession bo 
granted in these cases as in the case of 
the pastoralists covered by the recent 
London agreement-namely, no further 
rental increases after ~lay, 1924 ?" 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA'XDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Uairns) r<>plied

" 1. 1, 735. 
" 2. 14,013,525 acres. 
"3. ~o." 

APPLICATIOKS AND PERJIITS FOR ART UNIONS, 
" LIBERTY FAIR," ETC. 

Mr. KI:\G (Lo11an) asked the Attorney
General-

" 1. lio\v rr1any applications wcro 
granted and refused, respectively, dur
ing last financial year for (a) raflies; 
(b) art unions; (c) raflies and art unions 
combined? 

"2. (a) How many permits were 
granted to conduct gambling carnivals 
of the type known as ' Liberty Fair,' 
'White City,' etc., and what are the 
names and addresses of the persons to 
"horn such permits were granted? (b) 
Is it the pradice to inquire as to the 
proposed allocation of the funds derived 
from such carnivals and, if so, what was 
the proposed allocation in each case? 
(c) Is there any supervision excroised 
to ensure that such allocation is adhered 
to? 

"3. Io it the practice to consult the 
local authoritv within whose area it 
is propo"ed to 'carry on operations before 
the gT::t nting of these permits?" 

The A TTOR'JEY-GE:'-JERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Pli"rtas) replied-

" 1. (a) Raffles granted, 92{); raffies 
rcfuserl. 12L (b\ Art unions grctntcd, 
291: art unions refused. 62. (c) Raflies 
and nrt nn'ons combined granted, 51; 
rnffics flnd art unions con1bincd refused, 
9. 

"2. (a\ '\o permits were grantnd for 
'Librrtv Fairs' or 'Tv\'hite Cities.' (IJ) 
See an,·.wcr to (a). (c) Sec answc1· to 
(a). 

" 3. 8Pe ansYrer to (a)." 

KP>!BER AKD S.\LARIES OF STATE SERVANTS FOR 
Fr:\.\XC'IAL YEARS 1914-1915 AND 1923-1924. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory) asked the Pre
mier~ 

" vYhat is the total number of State· 
scrva_nt" (all grades) and their aggregate 
sal anes or wages for the financial vears 
Pnded 30th June, 1915 and 30th J unc, 
1924, respectively?'' ' 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillal!nt) replied-

Amount of 
No. of Salaries and; 

Officers. Wages per 
annum. · 

~--------- ----
£ 

Financial rear ended ~Cth J1 nr. 1015. 
Officers employed in Publie ~ 9,109 1,381,7:>0· 

Departments 
Railway Employees

Open Lines .. 
construction 

Total 

14,936 2,099,544 
4,076 653.395 

---------· 
28,121 1 £±,13±,68() 

Financial Year ended 30th June, 192·1. 

Officers emplowd in Public I 11,503 2,701,672 
Department's (see Fourth 
Annual Report of Pnbiic 1 

Service Commissioner) 1 

Department of Publie I 
V/orks Construction and 1

1 

l\faintcnance 
Prickly-pear Land Corn· 

mi,6ion 
1\Iining Oprrations .. j' 

Irrigation Commissioner . . 
:Yiain Roads Board ' 
Central Sugar ~Iills 
State Enterprises 
Railway Employees--

Open Lines 
Construction 

Total 

619 45,096·· 

16 5,710 

1,306 391,GH. 
411 114,728 

1,226 ~01,258 
11 4,617 

1,093 219,833 

16,9±0 4,463,811 
3,097 876,o60 

36,422 £9,08ii,034 

MISREPRESENTATIONS IN SOUTHERN PRESS in re. 
AcSTRALIAN S'cGAR lKDUSTRY. 

Mr. SW .A YNE (Jiirani) asked the Pre
mier-

" In view of the unscrupulous efforts 
constantly being made by some news
papers to prejudice the Australian Sugar 
Indust1'y by the publication of grossly 
incorrect statements concerning it, of 
which one appearing in the ' Age' of 
20th August is a mmple, it being full of 
malicious misrepresentations on the sub
ject, will he appoint a committee of four, 
consisting of members representing sugal" 
eltectorates, two from each side of the 
Ho use, for the purpose of meeting and 
discussing the best methods to adopt tor 
exposing the falsity of such statements 
and educating public opinion in the South 
thcreon; such committee to have power 
to confer, and, if it deems necessary, 
\YCrk in eo-operation with those organi
sations who r,e;;;·cscnt the sugar industry 
111 Quecnslnl.<Ci { 

The PRE::YIIER (IIon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoc) replied-

" I do not think the appointment of a 
committee, as suggested by the hon. 
member, would accomplish any good 
purpose." 
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MIXISTER oF CROWN APPEAmxG As CouNSEL 
FOR DEFENCE IN CRIMINAL CASES. 

Mr. WARREN (Jivrrumba) asked the 
Attornev-General-

" .1. Is it cu5tom<>rv for a JIIIinister of 
the Crown to appear 'in criminal cases in 
this State as counsel for a prisoner? 

" 2. Has a Minister of the Crown 
recentlv acted in a criminal case .as 
counsel for a person charged with a 
criminal offence? 

" 3. If such is fhe case, will such 
Cabinet l\Jinister take part in the con· 
sidcra tion of the application of the 
prerogative of mercy when prisoners 
-defended by him may be interested? 

"4. Is it not a fact that even King's 
Counsellors must obtain special le11ve 
before engaging in the defence of pris
oners charg·ed with criminal offences'?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
JYiullan, Flind us) replied-

" 1. There is no lmv to prevent a 
JYlinister of the Crown from appearing 
in a criminal case on behalf of a 
prisoner. 

"2. Yes. 
"3. No. 
"4. Y·es; leave is always granted as 

a. matter of course.'' 

FEES AND ALLOWANCES TO J\fEMBERS OF INDUS· 
TRIAL BOARDS (AGRICULTURE AND COTTON 
INDUSTRIES). 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) asked the 
.Secretary for Public \Vorlcs-

" 1. \Vhat fees arc the members of the 
two Industrial Boards (Agricultur-e and 
Cotton Industries) drawing per day'? 

" 2. \Yh<> t allowance is made to each 
member p-er day for expenses, travelling 
and other?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied-

" 1 and 2. This information is given 
in regulation 32 under the Industrial 
Arbitration Acts, 1916-1923, which was 
made on the 6th June, 1924, and laid 
upon the table of the House on the 29th 
July, 1924." 

INQVIRY I>:TO ALLEGED SEPTIC OuTBREAK, 
LADY CnEL1ISFORD HosPITAL, BuNDABERG. 

Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis) asked the 
Home Secretary-

" "Whether, in view of the statement 
made by me in this House respecting 

the administration of the Lady f'hdms
ford Hospital, Bunda!Jerg, the admission 
by the hon. member for Bundaberg, when 
referring to n1y reference to septic cases, 
that there had been a serious outbreak 
during which one patient died, and the 
recent statement by Dr. Thompson, Go
vernrnent medical officer, Bundaberg, that 
no case of septic poisoning in that 
hospital had been reported to him, will 
he take stops to ha vc a magisterial 
inquir) into the matter?" 

The HOME SECRET_\RY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Jiount Jiorgan) replied-

" The matter is receiYing considera
tion." 

l'l'RCHASE OF REFRIGERATING JI.1ACHINERY FOR 
IlnuLTOK CoLD STORES. 

Mr. MAX\YELL (l'ooll'ong) asked the 
Secretary for l'ublic "Works-

" 1. \Yhy did his department purchase 
rdrigprating machinery for the Hamilton 
Colu Store,, at. a cost of £22,810 without 
giving an opportunity to suppliers of this 
cl as,, of 1nachincry subrnitting cstin1ates? 

"2. Is it the policy of his department 
to C'arrv ont all buch transactions on 
sirnilar ·lines?" 

'!'he SECRETARY FOR PCHLIC WORKS 
(Hon. IV. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied-

" 1. An offer such as this could not be 
overlooked, as we were advised by the 
dcpartrnent's experts, after inspection 
and valuation, that its acceptance meant 
an approximate saving of £7,000 on 
price~ then prevailing. 

" 2. Tenders are usually called, unless 
the department is satisiied that it is 
profitable to take advantage of such 
offl•rs as the one in que~tiou.'' 

FREIGHT RATES FRO~I BmsBAKE TO CouNTRY 
DISTRICTS. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jiurilla) asked the Sccre· 
tary for Railways-

,, \Yhat are the present freight rates 
per ton on the following commodities 
railed from Brisbane for distances of 
50 miles, 100 miles, 200 miles, and 300 
miles, respectiYely :-Agricultural pro
duce (truck loads); dairv produce: fresh 
fruit; fencing wire and wire netting 
(truck load, per ton) : agricultural 
machinery and implements; manures and 
fertilisers (truck loads)?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Ii"el'Pel) replied-

-- I GO Miles, ! l 00 m~l·e~~~-~~iles, ;·~ ;~~:~~---- ·--;l~~~~~:. ---
per ton. r per ton. per ton. per ton. I 

----------------~--s-:-a:-r--;--;z-. 8. a. 8. a -----------
Agricultural produce ( exrcp >! 11 j I i 2 , 2 i 4 33 0 Truck loads or smaller quan-

potatoes) tities 
Potatoes . . . . . . 8 G 

1 

15 7 24 11 32 1 ditto 
Dairy produce (butter, eggs, 28 10 48 11 79 11 106 4 ditto 

honey, eheese) 
:Fresh lrnit 0 11 I 
Fencing wire and \Vitll netting 1 7 5 

Ditto 28 10 
Agricultural implemcn and 17 

m~~ft~~ery · ... ~I ~8 10 11 

~1<-tnurc"\ and fertilisCIS.. 4 

17 2 
~!) 11 
48 11 
2!l 11 

-!8 11 

27 
51 
51 
Gl 

4 

3 
3 

70 11 

8 0 

33 \) 
64 1 
64 1 
64 1 

106 4 

10 3 

dit.to 
Trnek lo~Hls 
Smallrr qnantitif., 
'rn~ck loads of large 1nachines 

for haryesting 
Sm" ller quantities 

snLll.rr irnplcnwnts 
Truck loads 

and 
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A:.rouNTS DuE BY GovERN~tENT DEPARTMENTS 
FOR FINANCIAL YEARS 1921-1925. 

Mr. KELSO (:Vwulah) asked the Trea
surer-

" vYhat amounts, for tho years ended 
30th June, 1922, 1923. 1924. were due for 
services rendered, payable· from H'Vf'nue, 
and for which no daims were• made until 
the following financial year:" 

The TREASURER (Hon. K G. Thc•odore. 
Uhillagoe) replied-

" The information is not aYailnblc. I 
would refer the hou. mf'mbcr to the 
Auditor-General's report for the Ye~:c-
1920-1921, wherein it is stated- · 

Tho practice of charging the expen
diture during- the mc.•nths of J ulv, 
August, and September on account of 
the preceding year to the Yotes for 
that year, as JlrOYicled for bv section 
18 of the Audit Act of 1874 an·d section 
7 of the Audit Act Anwndment Act of 
1890. was, by Executive ::\Iinuto dated 
8th April, 1921, discontinued as from 
1st July last, and wch '''penditure >Yill 
no\v be charged to the cu1Tcnt 'ear's 
votes. • 

" Tho practice referred to did uot in 
any way affect the financial position as 
at 30th June each year, but it cftw;ed a 
very considerable amount, of clerical 
labour to the rrrcasul'y, the various 
departments, and also this office without 
any compensating advantage. ' 

"The Audit Office has for ye-ars past 
favoured this change." 

PAPERS. 
The following pa pcrs were laid on the 

table, and ordered· to be printed:-

Report of the -:\fm·inc D0partment for 
the year cncled 30th June, 1924. 

Regulations under the Agricultural Bank 
Act of 1923. 

CITY OF BRIBBAl'\E DILL. 

INITIATION IN CO~DIITTEE. 

(JlT. (). l'ollock, (;ri'(Jory, in the ehair.) 

, The HOME SECRET_\RY (Hon. J. 
Stopforcl. J[ount J[organ): I beg- to move-

" That it is d<>si1·ablc that a Bill be 
in I ro~ucod for the good g-overnment of 
the nty of Brisbane." 

I am moYing this motion at this stage bv 
arrangement betwc0n the Premier and th;, 
leader of the Opposition. The desire is that 
the Bill should be circulated to enable hon. 
members to pen"e it before we reach the 
second-reading stag-e_ and I shall therefore 
defer my remarks until thBn. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIRii!AN reported that the Committee 
had come to a resolution. 

'fh() resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford. J[ount Jlorgan) presented the Bill, 
and moved- · 

" That the Bill be now read a first 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

The second rcacling of the Bill was made 
an Oi·der ot the Day for to-morrow. 

SUPPLY. 

RESlnrPrro;.; OF Co'\nt rTTEE-EIGHTH ALLOTTED-· 
DAY. 

(Jir. Pollock (Jrcgory, in the chair.) 

TREASrRY DEPARTMENT. 

HARBOURS AND RIVERS. 

Question stated-" That £7.144 be granted· 
for 'Harbou1·" and Rivers.':' 

Question put and passed. 

LAND Al-:D INCO'\IE TAX. 

The TREARGRRR (Hon. K G. Theodorc, 
Chillauoc): I beg to move-

" That £54.486 be grant<'d for 'Land 
and lnco1ne tax.' " 

Mr. ::\IOORE (.lubiuny): \Ye have not yet 
receiyed the report of the department deal
ing- 1\'ith land and income tax, SO WO are not 
able to judge the iucidence of such tax, but the· 
figures that we have up to the present are a 
prett:; sure indication of the degree of pros
perity in this country, especially when one 
considers the amount of taxable income and 
the amount collected by way of taxation. In 
1914-15 the population in Queensland was 
676,707. and the taxpayers. including compa
nies, numbered 22,396. The taxable inconw 
for that year amounted to £17.571,888, and· 
the tax payabl~; to £482.580. For the year 
1922-23-the latest figures available-the popu
lation was 790.239-an increase of 113,532. or 
16.8 per cent. as compared ,,-ith 1914-15. For 
1922-23 the taxpayers, including companies. 
numbered 41.080-an increase of 18,684, or 
83.4 per cont. as compared with 1914-15. In 
1922-23 the taxable income amounted to 
£16,963, 789-a decrease of £608,099. or 3.5 
per "''nt.. as compared with 1914-15. In 
1922-23 tlw tax payable was £1,724,408-an 
increase of £1.241.828, or 257.3 per cent., as 
compared with 1914-15. It is a rather remark
ablf, [ac' that in the period under review the 
population increased by 16.8 per cent.. and 
the laxravers by 83.4 per cent., and the 
total taxable incomes decreased by 3.5 per 
cent.; the tax payable increased by 257 per 
cent. 

The, onl.v way \Ye can arriYo at the pro~· 
perity of the various States is by comparison. 
It is rathe1· difficult to find the figures in 
rPgard to the other States, but I was able to 
discover the Victorian fig-ures on the same 
basis. For the yco.r 1912-13 the population 
of Victoria· was 1.412,119, the total number 
of taxpa,·crs was 43,514. the 1 axa ble income
£22.932,964. and the tax payable £493.101. 
Ten years afterwards the population of V ic
toria was 1,521,424, the number of taxpayers, 
including companies, 75,391, the taxable 
income £43,164,017, and the tax payable 
£1.358,896. The population in the ten-yea1 
perio-d had increased by 119,305, or 8.4 per· 

Mr. Jlloorc.} 
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-cent. ; the number of taxpayers had increased 
'by 21,807, or 73.2 per cent. ; 1 he taxable 
incomes had increased by £20,231.048, or 88 
per cent. ; and the tax payable had increased 
by £865,795, or an increase of 175 per cent. 

The extraordinary feature of the comnari
son is that, whereas the total taxable in~omo 
in Queensland in the ton-year period had 
dccrea·,ed by 3.5 per cent., the total taxable 
income in Vie aria had increased by 88 per 
cent. It shows that the prosperitv of that 
State is on a totally different pbn'e to that 
cf c;'ueensland, and that our r·evenue has 
mcreascd by pushing up the taxation on a 
decreased income, whereas in -Vie aria invest
ments and private enterprise have been 
enccuragod and the people have carried on 
profiblblo industry to such an extent that the 
tax payable increased by 175 per cent. and 
the total taxable incomes of the people by 
88 per cent. The comparison shows the dif
ference be• we en two classes of administration 
--;-one that brings prosperity to a State and 
higher revenue from taxation and another 
which is doi~g nothing b~t je~pardising pri
,·ate 9nterpnsc and draggmg more and more 
taxatwn out of the people until development 
IS • stopped. In Victoria, development is 
gomg ahead by leaps and bounds, the num
ber of employe:'s in factories is increasing, 
and the expenditur·o on public works is of a 
reproductive nature, whilst in Queensland the 
burden of taxation is so heavy that it is 
retardmg and becoming a burden on the 
people carrying on industries. \Vhcn we 
fi_nd figqr.os such as these, proving conclu
Sively what a difference legislation means to 
the_ pr<;sperity of a couutry-a difference 
w~wh mv'?lves encouraging private enter
pl'lse and. mcrcasing the number of taxable 
mcomes-1t surely shows that some different 
method of. administration and legislation is 
nec~ssary , m . Queensland so that the pros
perity whiCh IS enjoyed by Vic'oria-a State 
not nearly so favourably situated climatieallv 
or havmg the area of land or natural advan
tages. that Queensland has-should also be 
expcnencC'd here. In Victoria the taxable 
mcome of the people has increased to such 
nn enon;wus extent that the people scarcely 
feel the mcrcased burden of taxation, whereas 
'JCI Queensla~d we know that increased taxa
twn IS cr?shmg development out of the State 
and malung It almost impossible for people 
to carr.v or, and compete with people livino
~nder the better conditions obtainino- in th~ 
~ou·hcrn States. 0 

!'IoN. W. H. BARNES (lT'ynnum): I 
t~mk some. information is wanted from the 
~rca~ur/~.r Hl connection vYith _hirnseJf, quite 
apart .1om any general pohey. I notice 
by the hon. gentleman's Financial Statement 
that thP hou., gcntlc·man anticipates gettin>( 
£_3.769.000 th1s year from taxation. In 
vww of the faet that last year there was an 
excess o£ £277,201 over his estimate, I want 
to ascertain from the hon. gPntleman 
whether tlus £3,769.000 is a minimum 
amount. or does the hon. gentleman expect 
1 t t.-, bo exceeded ? 

I take it from some thino-s that I do 
ck,J•OW, th1t th-ere \VC'l'8 601110 it~ms of taxa
tion that w0re not eolleckd last vear 
p_roba~l:- due to the fact of the roorga.nisa: 
t~on Ot the Taxa t10n Dopa rtment in eonnec
hon w1th the FPderal and Statr> scheme of 
u_mficat10n. When I ask for this informa
tion I refer to the year 1924-1925. 

[Mr. Moore. 

Another matter which may be brought up, 
and which may be more a matter of detail, 
is that in looking through the E·stimates 
OJH' come to the conclusion that a very 
Jnnch larger number of hands ie being em
p!ovcd in the Taxation Department as a 
result of the extra amount to be collected 
by the Department. The point I want to 
rnise in this connection i.::; what basis of 
c·harge is being n1adc by tho State Govern
l1lcmt on the Federal GDvornment in co
noction with the collection of Federal Taxa
tion. Undoubtedly tho Federal work is 
going to in cr. a se the work of the Stat.c 
Department. and I wish to know whether 
any arrangc1nen~ has been ·1nade hy \t·hich 
r-1 f'C'1'i a1n amount is to be dcbitJ\d ngainst 
the FC'deral T'reasurer for the servircs ren
dered by Queensland, vVhen ono looks at 
the poeition one realises that the staff has 
increasc>d Yery materially. For in,tancc, 
in the Land Tax Branch from 24 to 31; 
in the Accounts Branch dark's have 
increasou from 23 to 32, and typists from 
6 to 14. 

Another item I would like p'lrticulars 
o~ is " Travelling Expensh and Incidentals.·" 
Th0 omount appropriated last year was 
£10.500, and this year the anticipated 
amount is £18,761. There are two points 
im·olved: (1) How was the estimate for 
the previous year ma·de up? (2) How 
much of the £13.761 does the Treasurer 
ex ne<:! to bP used this year? 

The question of taxation is one of great 
momC'nt to the State generally and to the 
prosporitv of the State in particular. I 
am afrai.d that the community generally 
does not realise how important it is that 
an estimate of this kind should be looked 
into as it is being- looked into this morning. 
There is no question that increased taxation 
means an increase of unernployment and, 
generally sneaking, it has a tremendous 
bearing on th<l State. Anv information that 
the Treasurer may give ~this morning will 
certain 1 v be in the interests of thP communitv 
generally, and particularly in the interests 
of those who are employing labour to-day. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theo
dor<'. Chillagoc): The estimate is founded 
upon what th,, Cmnmi,,sioner of Taxes 
expects to receive this year from income taxa
lion. I cannot sav that it is either a con
servative or a liberal estimate; the figures 
nrP supplied by the Taxation Office. The 
officer respcnsibh for supplying these figures 
is expede>d to got as accurate an estimate 
as possible. Of course, ultimately the figures 
may bo exceeded or they may not be 
rcaehcd-onc cannot sav. The nrobabilitv 
i; that the figures will 'not bo exceeded. ~ 

Hon. VI'. H. BAllKES: Has the amount 
been cut down? 

The TREASURER: No. As a matte1 of 
fret the Commissioner increased the umonnt 
after submission of the Arct estim~tc. After 
thfl lapse of seYcral \Yecks thNo \Yas a 
reconsidf'l'ation of the position, and lw re
vised his e'3tin1at'' and incr0ased the 
amount, based on the amount received th!J 
pn'Yiou:-:; year and after a gen0ral survey of 

the pro p< rity nf the State. In 
[10.30 a.m.l regard to the increased number 

of the staff. the hon. memb<:'r is · 
perfectly right that the increase has boon 
brought about because of the <·xtr~ "-ork 
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involved in collecting the Commonwealth 
taxation under the joint scheme. A Dill is 
. bdore Parliament~and "·ill be discmsed 
_probably in the cotusc of a few days-to 
rntify thR agrcen1ent. ln that agT0C'lll~~~t the 
hon. membc~r will fine! th<' \\·hol0 ot the 
de-taiL" as to l1ovv tht' cost is to lw borne. 
The Commonwealth '~ill pay to the State 
tht' entire cost of cellccting the Con1nlon
\Yealth tax so that there will be an < ffs: t 
.tgainst the increased vote. 

.Mr. ELPHIKSTOXf~ (O.r/, ,,) : Th<· poinJ 
·that rather dis~Lppoint:5 nw in 'regard to th-i~ 
Yotc is the striking fact that., although the 
{ __ ;c,nln1onvvcalth and State taxatjon rll'P 110\Y 

eollcded by the one authority. the only 
--.._'t011omv to the StntP dnriug the cnn·cnt 
'' ili' w'ill be u bout £5.500. 1 \\':lS lto]ling 
lh[,t, when the hvo activitic:-:; \YC'l'C' brought 
nLder the one head with one chid o!hccr. 
at least. 1nanv economic:,, conld alld \Yonld b~· 
dfccted. and I was hoping that the saving 
to the State would be very much more than 
;;ppears to be the case. I hope the Treasurer 
will give us a little information on that 
voint. In di~cussing this '"Oh·. Oil!' ~~ 
scn;rcly handicapped by uot. having the 
-Cnnimissioner's repol'l. I wcndd ha\·c like:! 
to s<•e in what direction thf' £200.000 :ldcli
ijonal revenue fron1 incomP tax 'vas dPrived 
!a~t year. By certai11 concessions nuu:le dur
'ing the last session of Parliament. th'l reYCI1LlC 

from income tax was to be :-omewhat rcch.Y:ed. 
and. we therefore naturallv anticipated that 
there would be some falling off in the r<'L _iprs 
from income tax. but tlw actual result 
would appear to be that we an• £200.0()() 
better oH. It would be iutNesting to sr'<' 
from \Vhat SOUJ'C(' this VC'1'.\. Jarg(~ ifl('l'PUS<' 

'\vas obtained-an incrt'aS.E' \\·hich pract:call,v 
,aved the Tr,casurer. If it had- uot \_;epn 
for that abnormal irH:rea.:.e in llu-.. ~ncontl-' ta'\: 
Tclurns, the Dudgct which the Treasnl\';· re
·centl:,· presented would have hoJ n ver:v 
·different appearance. If the TrcasmPr can 
gin· us any infonnation on tht•:<.P t.\YO points. 
1 shall appreciate it. 

The TREASFRER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
'(1:illago:'): I am sorry I cannot give infor
n1a6on at this stage as te the inct'0ased 
mwunt received from income tax last year. 
1 have not bothered to gel the statistics to 
furnish hon. members. because' thp0• will be 
f~1lly .covered in the Inconw 'l'a'>: Commis
·3Ioner's report. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: \Vc ;,hall have no 
()]:portunits of discu;,,ing it. 

The TREASURER: I take it thot the 
'!IOn. member wants tho particulars. not for 
d1P purposes of criticism, but for infornut
tion. I have asked the Commissiouer to 
.:;upply ho:n. n1embers in his report t1Ji-" ycal' 
.,,ilh rather fuller information than it h8s 
been customary to supply in the C\Jmmis
,ioner's report. and he is doing that. Tlw 
report takes some time to compile becauw 
it i,, largely statistical. Hon. members aro 
·1< to find fault with the situation when the 
l~·~timates nre under discussion before the 
departmental reports are befone them. That 
1~ inevitable because of the early date 've 
-talw the Estimates. If instead of meeting 
Parliament in July or early in August, hon. 
members think it wiser to postpon" the 
eommenccnwnt of the session so th~t. the 
Estimates would come on latE>r--

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: No. 

The TREASL'RER: That would Le the 
o;:,nly way of ensuring the tabling of the 

re-ports in Parliament by the time the Esti
rnatcs cunw up for discussion . 

Mr. KELSO: Thcru ha Ye been very few 
Bill~ this sc~sion. ~ 

The TREAS"CllEH: The hon. member will 
find on the busine"-shect quite a list of Bills. 
It is a good practicp to h'tV8 the Financial 
State1nC'l!t delivered at all c 1rly period of 
the session. The 1nl~inc~s-8hC'et can be so 
arranged that Estimates may be take;! on 
d&vs that ouit hon. members best, and to 
cnrtblc that practice to be ad•Jpted, the 
!financial Statement \Vill have to be taken at 
an earJi0r dab, If it is taken at an earlier 
daJc in the SC'·ion, it will practically mean 
thn rrll the· parliamentary reports will not 
be~ tab!Pd bv that tim0. In a few casco the 
reports hav'c come in early. 1.'he depart
IDC'nts ha YP bc'_'n a'"kc'd in ~omc ca:::L3 to get 
their reports in at the earliest possible 
lllOJnt)nt, anrl some l'ClJOrts '~chich cio not deal 
with statistics have been "cnt in; but re
ports which dPpPnd for their compilation 
011 statistics ruust 1-leC'e~sarily be delayed. 
If hon. members wish to have a chango in 
the practice, I am quite willing to 1>1ake 
the change later on. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTOXE : Is the income tax re
port likely io be avaihtble before or. when 
the IncomP Tax Acts Amendment l3rl! rs 
debated~ 

'l'he TREASURER: I am afraid not. I 
trust I shall not be out of order, Mr. 
Pollock. in referring- to this subject. \Ve 
shall have to get on at a very earl_,. date 
with Dills which the Gowmment desire to 
put throug-h this session. I think there is a 
general desire not to prolong the se"ion, 
and there is a hope of concluding the busi
ness of the session about the middl2 of 
October or a little after that date. How
ever, I will ask the Commissioner of Taxes 
to end ea Yonr to have his report placed 
earlier before Parliament. 

Mr. KEHR (JJnoggcra): I understand that 
there is in the Income Tax Department to
day a feeling of insecurit.1· on the part of 
the staff. I understand that, on account of 
the exemptions being increaSed, there is a 
likelihood of twentv or thirty clerke being 
dispensed with. I \vould like' the Treasurer 
to icdicate whether that is so. and whnthPr 
it is the intention to absorb those clerks in 
other departments of the State. 

The THEASCRER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chilln(!ne): The arrangements under which 
the State and Federal stoffs were merged 
necessitated the State taking over arrears 
of Commonw0alt.h taxdion work in 
connection with the preceding assessing 
year. On that work quite a larg-e staff of 
U\;sessors. in~11ect.ors. and clet·ks \Vere 
engagcd-I think there WNe about seyenty 
o1gaged at the time we took o~er the \York. 
Xecessarily, "\vhen that 'vork is ovprtaken, 
the necessih for a continmmcc of the full 
staff will h~Ye ceased, and provision has to 
be made either for tlwir aboorptioCI in the 
State service, for which arrangement is 
rnarh.l where the opportunit-;~ of'curs. or foe. 
their rci.ransfcr to tlw Corrlmutnvealth. At 
anv rate, we have no dc~ire to trpat harshly 
the members of either the State or the 
Commonweaith staff ,,·ho ha;-e been taken 
ovpr, but there were a great rr1any n1embcrs 
of the Commonwealth ,tafi who wc~·e not 
officers of the Commonwealth public sc!·Yice. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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Mr. CLAYT0:'\1 (Wide !Jay): I wou~d like 
to '''k the TreRsurer if he can see his way 
to haYe acknowledgments sent out from 
thn 1 nc:JITl(' rrax Offic(' of returns sent in by 
taxpayer,. Many persons haw' "'ked me if 
t 11is could not I.Jc I.Jrought ai.Jout. 

The TREAS"GRER (Hon. E. G. Thcor:ore, 
(!hill.t[fOc): There are 36.000 inconw tax 
pavers in connection with the State returns, 
and then there are also the Commonwcaith 
returns. To send out acknowledgment·' 
would involve a great deal of cwrical \,ork 
and expense, 'lnd, at the sa1ne time, lhere 
would be m> good purpose sene 1. I do not 
know v;hat benefit the hon. member thinks 
will accrue (o the taxpayer by getting a. 
formal acknowledgment of the receipt of 
hi:-; r01 urn, as t h0 ackno'\ kdgnHmt. is 
n1adc in duf' course when the taxpnycr gets 
his notice of as~essrnL'nt. 

Mr. PETERS0:'\1 (~Vormcmby): I would 
like to gi\"C the 'l'rea·~urcr an instance 'Nhich 
occurred in tny own case. A couple of years 
ago I sent in my return, and later on 
received an inquiry as t.o why I had not 
forwarded one. I think that where a person 
has sent in a return and asks for a receipt 
he should gPI it. and not be culled upon I o 
~'\Car an affidavit a~ 1 was-s-vvcaring on the 
Bible-that he has sent in a retnrn. It is 
pretty rough where a person has obeved the 
law. through some mistakf, made by an 
ofl"ieer of the department, that he should 
be liable to a penaltv unless he is prepared 
to take the whole onus on himself of proving 
that he sent in his return. There should be 
some way whereby a person who has done 
that can be protected and a recurrence of 
that kind of thing prevented in the future. 
If the receipt of his return has been dela3·ed 
through no fault of hif< own, I cannot see why 
a penalh should bo attached to him. I hope 
that the Treasurer will se·e the wisdom of 
issninv, a receipt to any person who asks 
for it. 

The TREASURER (Jcion. E. G. Thcodore. 
Chillauoe) : I am prepared to give instruc· 
tions that. whero a taxpayer makes a return 
and a<ks for an acknowledgment, au aclmow· 
ledgmen( should be supplied accordingly. I 
do not think the trouble is the fault of the 
department. A large volum" of correspond· 
enco is received and dealt with syst0matically. 
<~nd I do not think many mistakes occur in 
the office. Possibly the greater number of 
them occur between the time when the tax· 
pavor makes out his return and places it in 
an envelope and the time when he mails it. 
Of cour"e, there cannot be infallibility in any 
line uf business, but the Taxation Depart· 
ment has to be w meticulously careful in 
dealing Yvith thesp matters that I am sure 
thev are not at fault. Certain officers arc 
charged yvith the responsibility of opening 
the mail and recording it; but if hon. mem
bers desire that an acknowledgment should 
be sent in cases whNe it is requested, I will 
givp imtructions accordingly. 

Mr. KF.LSO (_Yundah): One must recog
nise that there is a tremendous amount of 
correspondence for the Taxation Office to 
'hand!<>. and however careful the officers may 
be it is possible for mistakes to occur. I 
had a case whel'e a taxpavor put in a r0'urn 
and "as then called upo~ to put in another 
return, on the gwund that he had not sent in 
ono at all, and he had to pay 10 per cont. 
penalty, and then his first return came in 

[Mr. Clayton. 

afterwards. I do not mean io say that a. 
receipt should be given in every case, but I 
think i"he Treasurer will admit that. if the 
taxpnvN demands a receipt, he should get 
it. (do not think that is the case at the 
prp:.::.{'llt tin1c. 

Tu acl-di tion to the higher officers I would 
like to l"lY a tribute to the three inquiry 
offit "'"" of the clcpaxtnwnt. the one de.al
ing with land tax and the others With 
m< un:r• 1 ox. "\nvbcdv who has had any· 
thirw to do with tl{em must admit that 
ihev~ deal with the public generally in .a 
mo~t rxcPI]ent manner, and I would like to 
"'" those gentlemen get credit. for it.. 
11-,rom n1v own pE'r"ona] E"Xpenencc, I 
:•m glad to be able to say that I appreciate 
what thev have done in carrying out their 
"\YDrk. ~ 

Ho:<. W. H. BARNES (Tfymwm): I think 
wP all recor~nise that some of the dcpart
nwnta I Ieports cannot be t<;bled very soo_n 
after the close of the financwl year, and If 
thev are tabled after the Estimate concer1_1ed 
has' been dealt wi'h, I would haw• no objeC· 
tion to having them discmsed at a later· 
period. But we are in your hand>, Mr. 
Pollock 

The 'J'REASFRER : I think the hon. member 
misunderstood me. I said I would not be 
a>erse, if it was dt'sired, to calling Parha
mcnt together at a later date m that a!l the
~lepartmental reports \\'Ou!d be available 
when the Estimates of those departments 
were being discussed. 

Ho"". W. H. BARNES: I haye no desire· 
to misinterpret the hon. gentlemat;. On this 
Estimate I want to haYe somethi_ng to say 
with regard to the financial position of the 
State g-enerally. 

\Ye are dealing with something that is 
a l>solutelv Yital to thr progress of tlus great 
State-nioro Yital perhaps than m~ny of U' 

n~cogni~e~:~:et we havf' not the v·rry nnnortant 
report that ought io bp here to enable us to 
intelligentlY discus:, thts Yot.c. I . want to 
l,rotest most rmph,ticall~· a!')an;st bcmg askc•d 
to pass a vote of tins descriptio:'- practiCally 
ir. the dark, and without hemg ab!; to 
discuss it in the way we ought to be abw to 
discuss it. If in env business ma~tcr a pr?· 
posal was brought forward in whJC!l certam 
thina~ \Yf're a~k(~d. and '""<:'We're told thrd. we 
1·:;oufd gPt nwrc inf(_•rn1ation a ftcr thos~~ ~h1ngs 
wNP passed. we would be held up to ndJCu!e: 
vet that is practically what we are. bemg 
ask ·d to do in Padiament, when Parham.ent 
should set an example to the coinn~unity, 
more especially wlwn dcali_ng \Yith an Impm·
tant v-ote like this, whiCh has such an 
incportant brarine; on the industries of the 
State. "We shoulrl not be ask.'d to deal w;th 
the vote without the requisite mformatwn 
from the departn1ent. The vote Is of such 
importance that ihc Treasurer ought to bP 
preparf'd to po~tponc 1ts consnl 'ration until 
the arri,·al of the necessary rc]·Ort from the 
clcpurtment. Thai wnuld certainly be v-er.\' 
helpful to the romnm.uit:c. Personally I ".ant 
to Yoice n1v protf'~t 111 the stronp;esJ: possible 
rnanncr at' the lonsc wa.v in ·which WC' an_· 
putting through this estimate. 

::\Ir. iVIKST_\1"\LEY (Qw 'nton) : I han 
not had anv difficulty with m_c: o;vn income 
1 ax rot urm: or with those in wh1ch I have 
been interest d. T always take the precau· 
tion of n1aking my income tax return out 1n. 

duplicate. 
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Mr. PETERSON: That is no proof of the 
return being lodged. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: If there 1s any 
question about th•, lodging of the return, 
then you hav-e the duplicate. 

Mr. PETERSON: That is no proof. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: It should be 
sufficient to preve11t anybody being require·d 
to make out an affidavit sta.ting that his 
1·eturn was lodged. It is not so much the 
question of whether the return has be,'n 
lodged as other things. This year I received 
my assessment notice asking· for payment of 
the money ~n. a dat2 nearly a week previous 
to my rece1vmg th8 assessment. That did 
not strike me as being quite fair. The 
department had sent the notice to Parlia· 
ment House, and, when it reached me at 
Charters Towers, the date on which pay· 
ment was demanded hod passed. Under 
ordm'lry circumstances the amount could 
not. ha Ye been paid on the date named, 
a" 1t woulcl not have been in mv ''osses· 
sion by that date, but immediat~lv I 
received the notice I pa>d the amount. 
To my. mind the receipt _for the pay
ment of the monov 16 of mlinitnlv more 
importanC.' than '1 recPipt for the lodgment 
cf the return. 

Mr. PETERSON: You can pay the money 
over the counter. 

::Ylr. WINSTANLEY: How can you pay 
the money over the counter wben von are a 
thousand miles away from the offic·e'? If vou 
pay tllG mon<'Y in1o the bank vou n·ct" an 
interim receipt frcnn the bank,- -vvhi('h vou 
'end to the Taxation Department: l1ut~ if 
you do not get a receipt from the Taxation 
DcpartmPnt, you bep;in to wonder what has 
hapnened, and ~vhether the interim reeeipt 
reached 1ts dcstmatwn. There are various 
ways of sending money, and, as all the people 
do not hvc m BnsbanP, all the mon<'v cannot 
be naid over the counter. Some pco.plc sond 
thetr money by po't. 

:\fr. KELSO: The., can send it bv registered 
!otter. " ' 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Rcg·istPred letters 
arc juet tho one~ that go astray. My 
exywrience has bPen that an ordinary letter 
oft-times reaches its de'-tination more 
promptly and safely than a registered letter. 
l-Io~. rnPm1Jo:·s kn?\;-· that nl"'n:v {;f the clwrg-f~s 
aga1nst oifiClals Hl ovr crun:'l arc founded 
on the fact that rcgi:->1c'rcd l(_ rt T~ hB vu 
gone ast_ray, and the people conc0,rrh:d have 
got r<'shve is to whether thPir monov has 
reached its destination or not. The df.part
Hl<'nt could allay their fopJings bv fending 
out prompt ackno,vJedgmcnt~ of the monf'y. 
If I can do so. I pav mv moncv on•r the 
couutor. but, if that, can'not be done, tho 
people have_ to do ihc _next best thing. 

. I would hke to say m reply to the criti
cwm 111 connection with the tablinor of the 
vari~nB reports that in tim0s gone .-.by hon. 
1n0n1uf'rs neY·cr rot the ropDrt"S .as earlv us 
they do now. vVe used to di'<'H-'s Estirr;atn 
introdur0d b~~ nrC'vious GovcTnn10nts in 
Novf'm!H~r and Dcct1 n1Lf'r-sometin1·es right 
at Chnstrnas Evc~ancl the reports were not 
then a,·ailablc. 

Mr. CLAYTON: \\'ore you satisfiPd under 
those circumstances? 

:.\1r. WINST AKLEY: I had rrood grounds 
to be diesatisfied then, when" the reports 
were not tabled until December, whereas 

they are now available in Septmhber. I 
certainly think that reports have been 
table:d much earlier in recent years than 
pronously. The most important report is 
the ono submitted by the Auditor-General 
and prior to this Government assumincr offic~ 
it 'vas 11ever aYailable during the dis~ussion 
of the Estimates. Hon. members opposite 
have less room to complain now than of 
tho pcrfonr.ances of the late GDvernment. 

::Yh. KERR (Enortgera) : There is one 
matter that. I would like to deal with before 
i his Yote goes through, to try to secure from 
the Trea-ure~ a promise that something 
w1ll be donr, m the matter of double taxa
tion and payment by the Commpnwealth to 
the States. \Ye know that a Bill is shortly 
to he mtrodnced m regard to one collectino· 
authority. I would like to raise the que;. 
tton of one taxing authority, which would 
IH' of great benefit to the people of the 
State. The quc,tion of one taxing authority 
vnll anso at an early date. At the 
Premiers' Conicrence of 1923 the following 
proposals \H'ro -defimtely agreed to:-

" Fo>' a period of five years from 
1,1 .T uh, 1923-

1. The Commonwealth shall not levy 
any income tax on any incomes exccp.t 
those of com panics, 

2. The income tax levied hy the 
Comn,onwcalth on the income of corn· 
panies shal.l not exceed 2s. 6d. in the 
£l. 

3. Xo interest shall be paid by the 
Commonwealth to the States on 
]ll"O]Wrties transferred to the Common
"'' d li h under section 84 of the Consti
tution. 

4. :\'o paym0nt shall be ma-de by the 
Commonwealth to the ,st'Ltes under the 
Surplt!s Revenue Act 1910." 

Thp CHATR::>1AN: Order! Order! That 
rai5('s a que~tion of policy, and has nothing· 
to do with this vote. 

::\>h-. KEHR: I c. is a question of one taxing 
authority. I would like to know from the 
Trca,m·e,- whether he is prepared to give 
hon. members an opportunity to become 
a<lquaintc-rl with all the information on 
this question when the question of policy 
in regard to the income tax of the State 
arisr,.. T would like to draw the attention 
oc the hon. ge-ntleman to the report of a 
Roval Commission held in Western Aus· 
traiia, in regard to Fe,deration and West<ern 
Australia, and I will lend it to him if 
nec<·'sary. The papers have been prepared 
bv Mr. Eclg,ar T. Owen, Under Treasurer of 
Western Australia. It deals concisely with 
thf' yery questions we require to know 
somethinp: about before we commit ourselves 
ns a StatP t.o one taxing- authority for the 
Commonwealth. Queem;Jand moy suffer a 
grocs injustice unless this question is loolwd 
into very closely. 

This hook is full of information Tegarding 
excise and other duties. It contains a list of 
napcrs dealing with income taxation, cover
ing-

The Federal movE>ment in Anstralia; 
The Commonwealth Constitution; 
Legislation dPclared invali-d ; 
Past proposals to .alt-er the Common

wealth Constitution ; 
Commonwealth and S'tate financial rela

tions; 

Mr. [(err ! 
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Cu::;tonls and excise l'~Ycnue and nortion 
1 CJHtid to Staies; 

Commonwealth and State taxation and 
cost of federation; 

Power of Commonwealth to take oyer 
public debb of the States; 

Factories under foderat ion; 
\Vest Australian imports and exports; 
Power to form new States. 

Before we can handle this important ques
tion of taxation and determine whether we 
are going to sacrifice part of our income tax 
or whether the Commonwealth is going to 
receive anv bPncfit, we must f11·st receive 
proper and correct statistics, .as was the 
<Jase with 'iN est ern Australia. Until those 
statistic'.! are placed before us \VC cannot g-et 
very far. V,' os· ern Australia was not taking 
any rish, and they prepared a very good 
case for their State. If our proposed agree
ment is going to be for about fiv-e years, I 
think the Treasurer should take action and 
collate similar information to what was 
collated in Wm. tern Australia. I suggest to 
the Trea,urer that a committee of, say, two 
members from each side, assist-ed by the 
Undo;· Secretary for the Treasury, should 
investigate the matter and make us au fait 
with the position. This would place us in a 
position to be able to deal with the Bill 
when it came before the House, and we 
would know where we stood as individuals, 
and where we stood so far as the State was 
concerned. 

The TREASURER (Hon. K G. Theodore, 
(Jh.illrJgoe): The Commissioner of 'I'axes has 
informed me that his r-eport will be available 
for ihe Government Printer this week, and 
no doubt it will be in the hands of hon. 
members next week. 

Mr. DEACON ((!unnin[!ham): I was hoping
to hear from the Treasurer sonw rpference 
to the questi.on's of land taxation and super 
taxation. Super taxation \Vas brought in 
as .an on1ergency 1n.oa~urC', and it cannot 
be urged that it is an emergency measure 
now. In conjunction with land taxation, it 
is very hard on the rural landowner. It 
moans double taxation. and tlwre appears 
to bo no effort to relieve the rural landowner 
in this respect. Even small landowners arc 
not exempt, becau'c this sort of thing depre
ciates the value of all land. In the first 
place, it was anticipated that this taxation 
would cause large estates to be broken up. 
but those estates ar-e still intact. The general 
effect is that the small landholder suffers 
by the increased taxation through thP 
genPral clepreciation of land Yalues, and 
if he sells, it is at a reduced price. 
It is not fair to hit onlv one section 
of the communitv, If taxati"on affects one. 
it should affect all. Some inducement should 
he offered to own<'rs of large areas to culti
vate !heir cstatee; if they had an opportunity 
of getting relief for larger amounts where 
they did cultivate their estates, it would help 
the situatio11. But these large estates are 
still existing, and no more cultivation is 
being proceccled with than in the past. Some
thing shou!J be done so far as the super hx 
is concerned; a]oo as regar-de the general 
hearing of thP land tax in eouucction with 
1 hr rural owner. 

Mr. ROBERTS tl<7ast Tou>rooml,rtl· I 
<>omc in contact with the officN' ,,f this 
-department fairly froquently, and I wish to 
say that I have always received every 

rill r. 7{ err. 

courtesv and attention from both Federal 
ancl State officers when the offices were 
separated. 

Then• is one difficulty I find in regard to 
a Jot of fH'ople in the cou_ntry. In many 
instances the mcome recei vod b.1· people 
\vho own small areas of land has been less 
than £100 a ;~·ear for the last ten years, and 
everY vcar thE)v hayo to get son1cbodv rn 
the -citv to m"ake out returns for then~
There is no tax to pay, and from i he posi
tion of thew people we know that they never 

will have any tax to pay, Some 
[11 a.m.] of them . are ve;·y aged, anrl rt 

appears to me that, af~er three 
or four returns haYe hnen sent In, the:~e 
might be an intimation from the Commrs
sioncr that no further return need be sent 
in by those people until euch time a_; he 
a~ks for it. There arc numbers of 
these people all over the Si·at.o. ant!, although 
thev will never be taxable, they nre put to 
conSiderable worrv cnch ye,ar. Tn some In

stances the only Income recc;i red is :£68 or 
£70 a year from rents. 'I hat rs free of 
income tax, still these people have _to m~ke 
out returns, and I think some con:<Ideratwn 
should be given to them. 

Mr. MOORE (clu.biqny): Thf' inciclence of 
taxation and its effect generally on the 
community is of such importance rhat ] 
would like the Treasurer to postpone t~Is 
, ot 0 until we get the Ieport of the Commis
sioner of Taxes. The Treasurer ~ays that 
the report will probable be av-ailable in a 
week's time. 

The TREAST:RER: I would remind the hon. 
memb<'I' that there has ·already been " ~on
f'idPrable amount of discussion this morrnng. 

Mr. MOORE : The discussion has been 
v-u-y limited. and _this question of mco_m<> 
tax and land tax I>' one of the most vital 
questions that we_ h:t,·e to cliscuss. The 
incidence of taxatwn affects the 1ndustncs 
of the State to the greatest pmsiblc exte_nr. 
and we want tD sec what effect the t.a-cahon 
i> havinrr. The postponement of thie vote 
could not make Ycry much di!Ierence to the 
Treasurer but it woulcl make a verv big 
diffei:encc' to members of Parliament if they 
knew the exact in<'id<·ncc of the tax and ~ow 
it affect- a certain section of the commumty, 
The Treasurer has told us that he h~s asked 
th0 Commissioner to _g;iYe full('r info1:·nation 
in his report w that hon. members w1Il have 
an opportunity of seeing the in_cidence of 
the tax and ho" it affech the vanous peopl_e 
in the State. It would be preferable If 
this Yote were postponecl until we got that 
information so that we would know "xactlv 
where we "tand. 

The TnE.\Sc:RER: I \Vonlcl have no objcc
tio!J to meet the wishes of the leader of the 
0Fposition, but t~Nc ;vill be tw'? further 
opportunities of dJscns''!'~ the l!lCJdencc of 
the income tax. One \nil he on the second 
reading and Committ.cc stages of the Bill 
and also when th" resolutions from the 
Committee of Supply are nncler _corl'idera· 
tion. Surely that shonld be safficrent? 

Mr. l\IOORE: That might be nil ri<sht if 
wo 1vpre a,~,ured of having the report beforp 
the Bill is disemsecl. 

The TREAScRER: I can assure you of that. 

Mr. ::\IOORF.: It is not an al:o(\'etlwr s~t's
fnetory method of discussing th" fJUCshon, 
'I'he n1ust satisfador;; way would be to move 
a reduction of the v-ote to ascertain whether 
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•the inciclence of the lax is having a detri
•mental effect on the community. 

The TRK".St"RER: You can move a n'dnc~ 
·t ion of the vote. 

Mr. MOORE: That ie the only way in 
wl,ich we can enter a protest against the 
::v'rio:1 of the Covernment in impo"'ing taxa
·tion that may be cone idered dctrime•:hl to 
the industries of the StfltP. \Ve want the 
report to see the exact incidence of the taxfl
tion llntl whether it i, not pos.,ible to prevail 
'On the Govl'rr11ncnt to alter the incidence. 

The rfRE\Sl: RER: Thc:!'c will be no change 
'in the 1ncidcnrc of taxation. 

J\Ir. MOORE: I how it would be 
·;•crfcctlv futile to move a reduction of the 
Yotc under the present constitution of the 
House, bL't it would be an effective protest. 
(1wing !o the conditions prevailing on the 
other sic!<'. one can never tell "hethcr a fe : 
m em b, n opposite would not be inclinecl to 
t'omc- over and vote with this side in order 
to enter an e.nphatic protcsl.against the wav 
i:-t \Yh1".h the Government are carr_\'i~1g oi1 
ihP busmess of the countn·. To my mind, 
this is thEl most imporhnt' vote we 'have to 
disouo' on the whole of tlle Estimates. 

The TREARCRER: St1me nwmber or other 
says that about almost every vote. 

:\lr. J\fOORE : The 'l'rcasurC'r must recog
nise that the incic.lc·,,e of taxation in this 
·state is the most important que.,tion with 
which ,_., have to denJ. It is the inriclencc· 
of taxation that spells prosperity or other
wise to the State. That being the case. it is 
only a Lur thini!' that we should have aii the 
i'lformation available when this votiJ is under 
discussion so that we h,>ve an opportunitY of 
seeing the exact position. If we consirler 
it advisable to draw public ottention to the 
incidence of taxation, ,,~c can do f':O hv 
moving a reduction of the vote. PPopk 
then would take a li!tle more r'otice than 
they do at the present time because of the 
'.vay in which this votp J,r:-Jcs ihr{)ug:1. I'\()t 
Yery much information is given about it. 
The very fullest information should be given 
by the only man who can give i< and that 
-is the Con11nissioner of rraxes. ' 

Mr. 'l'AYLOR (TFinrlsorl: I wouLl like 
to endorse the request of the leader of the• 
Opposition that the Treasu:.·er shou!tl no"t-
r,one thi< vote till a la!"er date. " 

The TREASrRER: Th~ Income Tax Dill 
will be introduced ;n the courRe of a week 
<)1' ~wo. and. you. will thPn have an orpor
!umty of d>~cussmg the whole Cjlle'Jtion of 
Income taxation. .. 

Mr. TA YLOR: The'·2 are certain thin~rd 
that can be done on this vote th,t cannot be 
-clone when we arc diseussini" that Rill. \Y0 
•re not finding fault with the Treasurer 

bccauso the report has not; hcen toblcd in 
time, bnt the dderring of this vote for a 
day or two 'Yould not affect the hon. gentle
man. 

The TREAR1:RER: I would be quite willing· 
to do It If there would be no furth ,: O'lPOI'· 
tcmitv of disr•Issing the incidence of the' t>n. 
hut thNe will be ~ full opnortunitv 0:1 the 
Bill, which is of a consolidating nature. 

l\lh. TAYLOR: I admit that. hut a! the 
·samp tirne \Ye aro .discussing a yotc in con
nection with the Land and Income Ta" 
Dcpartnwnt., which is one of the most impor
tant votPs vve can possiblv discuss. \Vc can~ 
not discuss the question as we would like to 

discuss it unless we have full information. 
We should like to see where the taxation is 
coming from and the nwthorl of collecting 
that tax. \Yo could bett<·r discuss the ques
t ion if we had the ConJITli%iorwr's rCllOrl", 

ud, '" the report is going to b • a vailablc> in 
<:t \veek's time then· will be r:o hann done 
l'y delaying the v·ote. The Treasurt'l' tnight 
,-;ell accede !o ihc rcquc.'t made hy the 
l<'Hdcr of the Opposition and delay the vote 
till a later date. 

IIox. W. H. B.\R:\'ES (Jf 1/imb·t): I wa3 
Loping that, as a result of the rcquc~t mad@ 
hy the lead:'r of the Opposition and tl'c lender 
of the Nationalist part"·· the Trcasunr would 
llaYe seen his ·wav clc,ar to inunediately 
re-spond to that requeot, seeing thct it only 
rnf'ans the postpcllH'ment of t~1is E . ..,tirnatc. 
The hon. gentlemen shoL!ld rPcoguisc that. if 
the discussion was postponed 1 ill 11 little· 
lat r. it '\Yould not cause all? griL'Yous per
sonal inconYcni0nce t·o hin1st>lf, ancl I would 
point out that it j,_ currentlv reported this 
rnorning that \Vt~ arc not going to take the 
E~tin1atps in the order in which they are 
m·inted. The public outsido. as wPll as hon. 
;ncn1bers on this side, require that this ques
tion shoultl be discu.;scd. lt is ail very well 
for the Treasurer to sa v that it c.'ll be 
di~cus . .,ed in a cerl a in 'va ~, wh~·n tho resolu~ 
tions frorn Co1nmittee of~ Supply are b8ing 
considered. I grant that it eau. b11t we all 
know that, when we get on our feet with 
~1r. Speaker in the chair t.o discuss rr1atters 
at that stag'. we are very limited in the 
extent to which we can go. Vole all know the 
number of items which have to be discussed 
a! that particular time. and, with a view 
to dealing with !he mo't important items, 
many are allowed to paso altogeth~r without 
dcba'te. I an1 Slll't~ the Treasurer himself is 
seized with the position outside-that on 
recount of taxati~J!1 there is a shri11kage to
day, for instance, in cmmcction with employ
ment. It is a painful thing to rPalise the 
b-urden which many people arc bearing as 
the result of the hPavv taxation. The infor
Inat.Jon given this nwi-ning h.v the lead r of 
the Opposition, to my mind, was appalling. 
The Treasurer is going to be helped rathct· 
than otherwise by having· a frank discussion 
upon an Estimat~ which has a bearing on 
that l')Urii<'u1ar subiert. 

The TRHSURER: This is not the prop-er 
1 imc to discuss the Government's financial 
policy. 

I-!oK. W. H. BAR:\'ES: The Opposition 
r.re fair in their Cl'1ticism, and rcf'ognisc that 
the hon. gentleman has very ofL·n tric'd tu 
meet them fairlv. but this is a matter of 
the grave·,t importance to the State. If !he 
roaeonahle request which has been made by 
1 he leader of the Opposition is turw·d down, 
tho inference outside will be that it is the, 
desire of the Govcr11ment to curtail discu~_.;ion 
ln connection v;,·ith this irr1portant matter. I 
would again very respectfully and earnestly 
ask the Treasurer tu grant the reqm'st of the 
lPadcr of the Opposition, not bee a use it has 
l>ccn made by thcd hon. gen!leman. but by 
reason of jts gr-c•a.t in1portanrc Dnd itR bearing 
in connection with the finaneiai m eds of the 
State at this junrtnre. The Tl'f'a:;:urcr knrnv::i 
that. because he himself has had verv largely 
to cnrtail cxp<'ndi1ure along cPrtain li11cs, 
>md the fuller and franker the discussion the 
l,C'fter it will be fot· the Government and the 
S1 ate' generally. 

YI1·. MAXWELL (Toowonq): I endorse the 
1·cmarks of the leader of the Opposition and 

Jlr. Jfa.ncell.] 
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other hon. members on this side. The hon. 
member for \Vvnnum has raised a verv 
importnnt point_::_that is, in re~ard to the 
confid·ence which is so essential for the 
adanPement of this State. The hou. mcmb<•r 
also referred to the unemployment which 
es:ists to-day. I would like to draw tlw 
Troasurcr~s attention to a stat.:-ment vvhich 
appeared in one of {)ll.r newspapers yPstcrday 
dealing with unemployment in the building 
trade. I had oN·a--.ion. whPn ~p0akillg pre
viously in this Committee, to rdcr to the 
lack of business on the sheet. 

The CHAIRiYlA:'>J : Order ! 
Mr. MAXWELL: I claim that the fullest 

opportunity should be given to members of 
the Opposition to go into this question 
thoroughly. The hon. member for Que·enton 
referred to what had taken place ·during the 
oecupaucy of the Treasury beuchcs by a pre
vious Government, and pointed out the late
ness of the session at that time and the delay 
which occurred in tabling reports. I have 
been led to belie•. u since I came into this 
Chamber that th~ present Government, at. 
any rate, were going to do things in Ruch a 
manner that the grPatcst publicity would be· 
given, and oppor111nit.y would Le offt~red to 
allow a full discusoJon bv hon. mernl.ll'rs: but 
what do we find? \Ve find the Government 
drifting into the 1 crv same practices of which 
they accus(~d prt!Yious Govcrnnwnts. I do 
not say that the prcdoce,wrs of this Goveru
m nt did those things; I am taking the 
statements which hen. members opposite havp 
rnadc. On variou.;; occasiDns when we wantPd 
lo discuss serioush <'ertain State enterprises 
and Government <L partments '' o on this side 
found we conk! not do so owing to the 
reports not having- been presented. A reque>-t 
has been made by the leader of th:· Oppo-i
tion that the TrPasurer should postpone the 
consideration of this Estimate till a 
subsequent stage. 1 \vas under the impr<:ssion 
that the hon. geutkman was going to do so, 
but he seems to think there wilt be enfficient 
opportunity now. 

Mr. DUNSTAN: \Vhat about adjourning the 
IIouso in order to pr :pare your case? 

:\;lr. MAXWELL: Our case is alreadv 
prepared, but it is wrv evident from th-;, 
lack of business on the paper that the 
Government will ha vc to adjourn the House 
before very long 

The CHAIRMA:'\: Order! 

::>dr. MAXWELL: I know I have digressed 
a little, but that is only in reply to the 
hon. member's interjedion. \\Te should have 
not only the report of the Commissioner of 
Taxes, but every other report so that we 
1vould be in a pmition to discuss things in 
an int<llligent manner. 

Mr. KERR (Hnor!!Jrr:l) : I support the 
remarks of the leader of the Opposition. It 
must not be ovcrlooke.cl that. ae compan"d 
with 1922-1923. the income tax .for last vear 
shm; s an inereaso of £150.000 and land. tax 
of £28,000. -we must remember that the 
income hx exemption has been increased 
to £250. and we arc entitled and it is our 
dllty to find out where the extm income tax 
is coming from. '\V c are also entitled to 
know hcnv much super tax is paid. \Vo haye 
none of this information before us. The 
whole of our secondary industries hinp:e on 
the taxation of businc\33 in Quor-nsland as 
compared with the other States. \Vc know 
that .an cmor.mous sum has con1e out of 
industry. It is time we took definite action 

[Mr. Jlaxwell. 

in regard to on<J of the most important 
things in the State to-day; that is, the 
extradion of income tax from the very 
vitals of industry. 

Mr. D1ixo'fAN : What rot ! 

::\1r. KERR: The hon. member san '·What 
rot!" That is the attitude of his- part:; to
c!av, and because of that attitude Queensland 
is "in her JH'<'sent position. It is no good 
lmulking· at the position. 

"1L·. COLLlNS: You want to put more taxa
tion on the workers. 

:\Ir. KERR: The worker pays every time. 
He naYS so much that he is not able to make 
our ·in.clustries pay in Queensland. The onl:v 
wa v tu do that is bv increased popula
t iorL Because o£ taxation the wages to-day 
haYo not the same economic value that they 
had beforP. W(\ are discussing a depart
nwnt which brings in a revenue of some
thing over £2,700,000, and we arc not able 
to get any information as to where that 
money is coming from. We can see that 
the ta"Zation is injuring industries, but we 
haYe not o-ot the figui·e~ this morning in 
eonnf'ction ~Yith the taxat"ion. It is disgrace
ful that Parliament should meet at all under 
the~<' condit.ions. What is the good of 
asking us to give an intelligent" voto \vhcn 
\YP an· not- gi·ven any figures fro1n the 
}Jpad of th<' department to show where we 
stand' It is .disgraceful that any Govorn
ncent should ask us to pass such a largP 
an1ount unless \VC know the incidence of 
the taxation. We are entitled to know how 
much is extracted by ordinary taxation, and 
how mueh bv super tax. The Treasurer 
has gone bci1hvay to nH'ct us, and hn 
should go the rest of the way and de]ay 
f hr- yotc ~o a.s to give us an oppor~uni!Y 
of dealing with the incidence of taxation In 
the Stah,_ 

Mr. DEACO:'ol" (Cnnninglwm): I desire tQ• 
back up the remarks of the hon. member 
for East Toowoornba as to the wcon
vcnirnrc o£ the fariners having to 1nakP 
unncreoSsarv returns. In connection 'vith 
owners Df ·land in rural ·districts under £300 
ln yalue. who never come under taxat~on 
f,ecause th0 value of their land neyer yanos, 
they ha1" to keep on sending in return, 
vca'r after vcar. It means an absolute waste 
;,f time in 'the office and therefore of fund.s. 
r~nd we ought to have some eco11omy 111 
that clirePtion. I hope that some attempt 
will he made to deal with the matter. 

:Cdr. ::MOORE (.1,biqny): Mr. Pollock,

Thc CHAIRMAN; The hon. member has. 
<'xhansled the time allowed to him bv the 
Standing- Orders. 

Mr. MOORE: I t.hought I had anothPr fjy(} 

n1inutcs. 
Mr. ROBERTS (Ea.st Toozcoomha) : The· 

loader of the Oppo~ition has pointed out how 
desirable it is that certain informatwn shoul_d 
be obtained before this .-ote is passed. His 
protest has been supported by . other hon. 
memb-ers. and I W"nt to endorse 1! also. My 
prinC'ipal roason for _doing s? is that wo 
ought to have some mformatwn as to the· 
sources from which the extra £200,000 was 
obtain<'d bv income tax last year. On sovm·al 
occa~ions (luring thjs Ression hon. rnQn~b:rs 
haYc shown jus' how ou1: industri~l pc!sition_ 
is being affected by taxat10n; and 111 YICW of 
the inPrcascd taxation of the Governm"nt and 
th<' various methods of gott\ng money . for 
which they are responsible m the varwus 
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forms of stamp duty and income tax and 
other V\ ays, there is real reaRon \vhy this 
:Committee should be fullv informed of the 
·position before discussing this Yote. I do not 
thi11k that upon examination the ~tatrment 
Df the hon. member for Queenton will prove 
to be sound. Although it is true that under 
the Go'.'ernment which I supported the report 
of the Auditor-General was sometimes late. 
vet the departmental reports were tabled 
·iwcry year before the various Estimates went 
through. \Ve ar·C justified in asking that 
this i-nformation should be ayailablc. The 
'Treasurer has stated that we shall have it 
next week, but I say that the report is so 
important that \VC should have it before the 
vote pa.sses. It has everything to do with 
the rates of taxation ,and whether there 
should be a reduction, and as a protest I 
.lDOYC--

'· That the vote be reduced by £1." 

Hox. W. H. BARNES' (Wy·nnum): The 
hon. member for East Toowoomba has moved 
a reduction of the vote, I am perfectly cer
tain, not because he really wishes to reduce 
it, but because he wishes to get information. 

The TREASURER: He will certainly not get 
information in that \\ay. 

Hox. W. H. BAHNES: The Treasurer 
JllU~t adn1it that, as reasonabl(~ heingB, \YC 
arc Pntitled to get the information. 

The Tm:AScRER: A very reasonable attitude 
has been adopted by me in that regard. 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES: The hon. gcntl<'
men should certainly pray for the gift which 
would enable us "to see oursclYes as others 
see us." The hon. gentleman certainly cannot 
dairn that every reasonable information has 
been given. On this very vote the Treasurer 
has ha cl to admit that, because he has not 
his staff hero this morning, he is not able to 
afford to the Committee the courtesy of 
.information on quite a 1ninor matter. 

The TREASURER: It should be the virtue of 
ea Christian gent].eman to be generous enough 
to admit that I courleousl~ rose and repli-ed 
to evcrv point the hon. member raised. 

Hoo:. \V. H. BAR::\'Ei::>: I have heard those 
words " Christian gentleman " before. Let 
me say that I do not regard them as any
thing but a compliment from the hon. gentle
man. 

The TREASURER : It should be tlw virtue 
of a Christian gentleman to acknowledge 
·courtesy. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: I have acknow
ledged it. I have again and again stated 
that I have received it, and that I have 
always regarded the Treasurer as willing to 
give information. But this morning he is 
different. The hon. gcntl<'man forgets that 
the Opposition ha vc a duty to H1e country. 
It is no use the hon. gentleman oitting down 
.and saying, "I am the great I am." We 
asb,d questions with regard to travelling 
·expense·~ and incidentals, and the hon. gentle
man told us that his staff was not here-that 
is a sample of the courtesy which he extends 
to the Committee when wo surely arc only 
doiug our duty. As to the bigger question 
which the hon. gentleman has side! racked, 
again I ask w hethPr he do('s not realise the 
bearing which the increase in taxation and 
the an-wunt which is being received has on 
Queensland? I want to say emphatically 
that if the hon. gentleman did his duty tc> 
ihe country he would immediately give all 
;the information he could. 

wir. KELSO (.Tunilah): Here WC are faced 
\Yith thr' ·dut.v of discl!!',ing these Estimates 
v,·hen wo ha \~c not got th~.., report of the Co1n~ 
missionPr for Tax0s, and hon. rnemb8rs will 
remernlwr the rlisenssion we had on the Esti 
mates of tlw DcprrrhJCnt of Public 'Works. 
because the report of that department was 
JL bk•d nnl:, 1lh~ Y('l',V morning vJ1en the Est.i
n1ait-~:; WCJ'C to come up. ..A. protest was 
lodgPd then that it was impossible for us to 
discu'" Estimates intelligcntlv unless we had 
the departmental reports, anc] WO repeat that 
protest now. In the case of this vote, it is 
absolu•cly essential that we should hav·C the 
report of the Commis,ioner. It is quite evi
dPnt, although the Treasurer has denied it, 
that the Goyernment are running short of 
Bills and that it will be a short session. 
Supply has been introduced early, and it i' 
unfortunate tha i. our main report-the report 
of the Auditor-General-is not ready for us, 
hut we should hav-e the departmental reports. 
The Trcasnr·er stated years ago that finance 
was "tho basis of good govcrnn1ent," and 
at this juncture it is importanl that we 
should know just how thn land tax and 
i ncomo tax are collecte-d. It is very rcgret
toble that the Troamrer did not agree to 
the suggestion of the loader of the Opposition. 

[11.30 a.m.] 
Que.,tion-That £54,485 only (Jfr. Roberts'• 

amendment) be ::;ranted-put: and the Com
mittee divided:-

Mr .. \pprl 
, Barnes, W. H, 

Brand 
, Clayton 

Corser 
J)pacon 
J~dw:uds 

, Elphinstone 
Kelso 
Kerr 

, King 
, Logan 

AYE~. 23. 

Mr Maxwell 
1\loore 

, Morgan 
1\'ott 
PetC'rson 
Petrie 

" Hoberts 
Sizer 
f-'wayne 

, Taylor 
,, \Varren 

Tellers: :\fr. Kerr ancl ).fr. Roberl~. 

Mr. Rarber 
Bedford 
Bertram 
Brncc 
Buleock 
Collins 

,, Conroy 
Cooner, F. A. 
Dash 
Dunstan 
Farrdl 
Ferricks 
Foley 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Gledson 
Iran son 

l\oJ<s, 33. 
Mr. Hartley 

.Tones 
,, Kirwan 

Land 
, , I~a.rcom be 
, Lloyd 
, McCormack 
, McLuchlan 

Mullan 
,, Payne 
, Hyan 
, Rtopford 
,, The[l(1ore 

'Veir 
Wilson 

, \.Yinstanley 

'l'elfci'R: }fr. Farrell a1Hl )fr IInnson. 
Resolved in tho negativ-e. 
Original qnestion-'' That £54,486 be 

grantcd"-put and passed. 

MARIO:E. 

The TREASUREE (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
('hillayor): I beg to move-

" That £76,145 be granted for 
'Marine.'" 

Mr. MOORE (.~nbigny): The rc'port from 
the Engineer for Harbours and Rivers for the 
year ·ended 30th .June, 1924, says-

" On behalf of the Roekhampton Har
bour Board a specification was prepared 
and tenders invited for a trailing suction 

Mr. Moore.-:_ 
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hopper dredger for use in the Fitzrov 
River. Tenders are returnable on 29th 
August n· xt.'' 

I ha vc cxamin~d. certain papers In an 
endeavour to asc0rtain whether any tenUor 
was accepted and who was the successful 
tendcrer, but I CC•.n sec no reference to the 
matter. I would like the Treasurer lo teli 
ns whether anv tender has been accepted. and 
whether the suco:s..ful tonderer is a Queens
land or an Australian manufa-cturer. 

The TREASURER (Hon. K G. Thoodore, 
(.'hillaooe): I am not quite sure, but I 
lwlieve that twelve or thirteen tenders have 
been received, but they hav;: not :-·et been 
consid -red. Tenders were rer ci ved from one 
Queensland firm, several Australian ftrms, 
and quite a numbcl' of oversea firms. There 
is a wide disparity between the lowest and 
highest tender, rmd they are now under 
consideration. 

Ho:-<. W. H. BAR::'<ES (Wpnrwm): I would 
like to ask the Tr •a surer if the new d>·edger, 
which it is propoeed to bring into Q:.!E'ens
land or to have manufactured in Queensland, 
is to be a suction dredger, or one of some 
other type? It is of very great importaDce 
to know exactly what is going to be. done in 
that direction. It will be rememben'd that 
en one occasion before t.ho \var a lH-'W dredger 
»as bought, and, when a function was hdd 
on the river in connection with thct matter 
the most enthusi~stic supp01·ters were the 
hon. gentlernan who then sat in opposition, 
and who thought that the l'Ul"Ch:>so was a 
rnost excellent OlH' I wa!J~ to ask tJ1e 
Treasurer if it is likely tint the drcclgc·r 
will be built in Qn<'onsland, wh th<'r lw is 
going to G _·rmany for it, or \vhether hC' has 
!-e.nt anyone home to a,scertain what i_, likely 
lo be the most 'uitable dredger for our 
requirement"•· It is very i1nportant that we 
should be perfectly certain thut the tool \\e 
are getting is th::_' very best tool for the work 
to be clone. The Treasurer should be able 
to gi vo us that ir,forma tion. I \\Dtd cl also 
like to ask him if the " Matthew Flinclcrs" 
i.~ novv performing her \vork in a sat.isfactory 
v;ay? Some little whil-e ago there was trouble 
aboard the "Matthew Flinclers." The Trca
eurer will perhap·; remember that, when 
approaching another vessel entering th2 Bay 
-;-there being a strong ti-de running at the 
tlmo-somo one \Ya:::; thro,,-n into the \vat0r 
by some means or other, and th2re w·as son1e 
feeling amongst the crew that the vessel had 
not bee!' properly handled, and thoro was 
some -disturbance amongst thosJ employed 
on that occasion. I want to ask the Trea
surer if that di:.satisfaction has dis:.1ppeared. 
I remember that tho " M a tthow Flinders" 
was designed by an oflicer of the d0partrncnt 
nnd Wh.S considered entirclv suitable for lh~ 
·work. I believa a good de"al of troub~o was 
taken in designing that boat, and I want to 
asc rtain, therefore, if she has lived up to 
what was believed by the department would 
be the case. I also want to know if the 
cmploy(_~os e-ngaged on her are entir<•ly 
sat1sfiod. The Treasurer will be able to tell 
us ..,vhcthcr any men left on the occasion I 
referred to as tho result cf what happened. 
I llOLlcc that there is an inc:'ra· e in the nnni
ber of pilots, but I tak-e it that is -clue to the 
growth of the port. 

The TREASUHER: Hear, hear! 

Ho;,.r. W. H. BARNES: It is plf:asing to 
note that this port has grown, but we may 
have to cons1dcr. scnously whether the pre
sent accon1n1odat1on for vessels con1ing iuto 

I Jvl r. 111 oore. 

tlto port is sufficient. I would remind the· 
TreasurPr that during my timP as Treasurer· 
it was thought that in the not vcrv distant 
future it would be necessary to make some· 
extra prm·ision down towards the H>tmilton 
ir, that regard. It is a matter of moment. 
and I trust the Treasurer will bl' able to teli 
tlw Committee what the department has clone· 
in that direction. • 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,. 
Chillrtuoc): The dredge is now under con
struction. ~essrs. \Yalkcrs Ltd., Mary
l1orough, bcmg the successful contractors. It 
is a bucket dredge. The Rockhampton: 
Harbour Board have asked the Engineer for 
Harbours and Rinrs, Mr. E. A. Cullen, to
design and draw up specifications for a 
new dredger. I suppose that there is no· 
greater authoritv in that coJCncction in 
llti'tralia than 3.1r. Cullcn. (Hear, hear!}. 
The t-Pnders will be deci-ded after consulta
tion with the Rockhampton Harbour Board, 
who have to carry the obligation. 

\Vith regard to the episode which occurred· 
in Mm·ct.on Bay among the crew of the 
" Me tt hew Flind ers," I understand that 
tho accident happened while I was away. 
The pilot steamer's whalcboat capsized. The· 
acci-clcm hn d nothing to do with the steamer. 
The incident exercised the minds of the· 
cJ·ew a~ the time, and they felt aggrieved. 
Th~1t has no'v been overron1e, and the, 
trouble has -disappeared. EV'eryone-mer
C'antilc rncn in particular-rerognise the· 
rapid exlHlll~ion which is t~ddng place in the 
trade of the port, and the necessity for· 
increased accommodation for shipping. The 
Govcrntnent hDve land in reserve near the· 
Hami:ton hott'l ext 'nding do\1'f; the river. 
Th,_::v hav0 designed a cornprehensivc docking 
~rhPr>1e which includes about one mile of 
quays. JUr. Cul]PD has de--ignrd a docking· 
crhcmc in the inlet where the dredging
plant now lies. The site enables fine fecili
iir.' for ehipning to be carried out. These 
incr"Rsrd facilities \vill ccrt::tin1y be
rPqnired. 

Hon. vV. H. BARNES: That. was the reason: 
for the remmption of that land. 

The TREASURER: Ye,. The hon. mem
\;eJ' for \Vynnum ha-d in his time a very 
comprehensive scheme re('ornmended to him 
for the development of the river. It is a; 
vc·rv fine scheme which cvervone v. ould agree 
with, and which any Gove;nment will carry 
out as the necessity arises from time to 
time. \Ve shnil shortlv hnve to make a 
si.art in the ronnruction -of the wharves near 
the cold stores, e'ld r;radu ,lly extend them 
clown the river. The fir•t part of the sche'ne 
is one n1ilc cf qu1.ys nenr ,,·here ihe dr('dging 
plant is nsuellv anchor0d. It. affor-ds an 
admirable location for whHvce, is handy to· 
~hippinv a:r.il has a fine sv;inging basin with· 
plenty of water. 

Mr. MAX\VELL ('I'oownno): The 'Trea
surer in hi' reply has on en< d up a new 
avemw of tho,ght. I realic0 that we have· 
a good pm-L bd I also realise that it is 
ab·oluLlv co•cntiol to contruct a new dock 
jf '\TC' fll·e to c:1tcr for ard enconrngc the 
!Grg-c· t str ..,11101'" to vi9it thi~ nort. I was 
pl0a~0d ,yjth t11.J L'mnrk'3 of thP hon. n1e1n~ 
[,•r for ::\Iirani ''"hen spc.,king on the· 
Govcrnrnept T.-o'1n Rill. wh-:'n h, den !t with 
the ~ubjPrt frn'11 t~!C pni 1:;1· qf vi 'V of th9 
whole of tb0 Slate and not of llri·b1ne nlon1J. 

Tiw TR1-'.\SrRER; A gra \T1ng flo('\:: iR ]lfl rt of 
Mr. c,u,,n's scheme. It will entail thB· 
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expenditure of a vast stun of n1oney and 
a lot of preliminary expenses; but it is 
recognised that a new dock is required to 
imprm·e the trad., of the port. 

"vir. MAXWELL: The amount of employ
ment it would g·ivc to the various trades 
would be something wonderful. vVork has 
been sent away from this port owing to the 
inability, throngh lack of facilities. 1-1 
ex<•cutn it locally. I do not \vant to anti
cipate a deputation which proposes to wait 
on the Treasure1· in connection with tho 
matter, but I trust that, "lwn the deputa
tion interviews the hon. gentleman, he will 
give it every consideration. Like the hon. 
member for Mirani. I hope hon. lnC>m

bers on both sides will view this question 
from tho point of view that it is not going 
to benefit Brisbane alone but the whole of 
the State. 

Mr. TAYLOR (lrind.•nr): I would like 
to sc1v a few words in conn0ction with the 
new ·dock which i< so neceesarv at the 
p1·p:-;ent time. A lot of mont~'"·· 'has b_)en 
expended latelv which. had it been 0xpended 
in a work of this kind. would not have 
aroused suPh criticisrn as has takpn p1acP. 

The Tm~ASL'RER: The criticism would have 
been just the eamo. 

Mr. TAYI,OR: Th0 hon. g<'ntleman would 
then have had something to show for his 
expenditure. 

The TREASL'RER: We have something to 
show for our Pxpenditure. 

Mr. TA YLOR: The mon0y has absolutp]y 
disappeared, and the Treasurer is anxious 
to find out wher(· it has gone. 

:Mr. HARTLEY: You want to put it at the 
bottom of the river. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I suppose it is at the 
bottom of the river and under the mud at 
the presPnt time. The report of the 
Engineer f<n· ]]_arbours and Rivers says~ 

" Tho volume of sea-borne trade for 
the past year is the I argest yet experi
enced during the State's existence." 

The TREASURER: A verv fine tribute to 
the Government. c 

Mr. TAYLOR: It is not a tribute to the 
Government; it has occnrred in spite of the 
Government. The Governnwnt could not 
prevent it. ThPy have done everything they 
could to prevent it. 

The TREASL'RER: That is very unjust. 

Mr. TAYLOR: ~otwithstanding all the 
efforts of the Government, the State has 
progressed, and will continue to progress. 
In order to d0al with this sea-borne traffic 
whirh is C'oming to our shores, it is abso
lutely necessary to have adequate docking 
facilities. 

The TREASURER: I agree with you that it 
is very n0cessary, but at the same time not 
one ship to my knowledge has been held up 
fer a berth. 

Mr. 'l'AYLOR: Probably that is so, but 
at the eame time quite a lot of repairs would 
have be2n done in Brisbane if \Ye had had 
the docking accommodation. We find, 
accordiug to the report, that sixty vessels, 
excluding launche,, were docked during the 
:vear as compared with sixty-four in the 
previous :, 'ar. The total tonnage of thosP 
''eoscls \Vas only 37,677. ·why, ono vessel of 
tlwt tonnage trades with Australia at the 
pre,ent time. Of that total, 1,658 tons re· 

presented Goycmment \'esspls other than 
drc·dgc plant, and 10,375 tous represented 
dredge plant, while the tonnage of other 
\'c'SS('[s attended to in the graving dock 
totalled 25,644. We find again that during 
last month the value of our exports, especi
ally prin1ary products, is again in the vicinity 
of £1,000,000 over the nlluc of the import& 
which arrived in Queensland the same month. 
I am sure w, are all very pleased to see· 
that. Hon. members know that the exports 
WL're 1nainl:v 1nadc up of \Yool, and, accord-· 
i1,g 10 all we ('an see at the prc:Jcnt time, 
u11r cxp<•lis in that direction will increas-e, 
ancl 'vo WRnt to sec accommodation pro
vidp.] here in order that repairs may be 
e<tJ:ried out t:1 the largest Yessel trading with 
this port. · 

The TRE.iSURER: Yes, at the Hamilton. 
Mr. 'rAYLOR: I should say that is the 

best spot in the ri I'Ol' for work of that 
kind. 

The TREASCE<ER: Does the hon. member 
know that the dock he mentions would cost 
in the vicinity of £1,000,000 or £2,0CO,OOO? 

Mr. TAYLOR: I suppose it would, but 
that would not be any more than the hon. 
gentleman has lost on cattle ventures, and 
in this case there would be something to 
;;how for the expenditure. \V e have a river 
that is equal to anything in the Common
wealth and one of which we have every 
r<'a-on to be proud. Every effort should be 
made to provide ample wharf accommoda· 
tion ri;:;-itt round the banks of the river in 
the vicinity of the refrigerating works,. 
where quite a lot of land was resumed years 
ago by a previous Government. 

Mr. HAR1'LEY: \Yhy not. form a H.uboul' 
Hoard :1ncl do it vom·self' 

Mr. 'l'AYLOR: . Ther~ is a harbour loard 
m th·· hon. m<'mbcr's city and that io quite 
suffic1ent. (Laughter.) The Government of 
the day resumed quite a large area of the 
land down the river in order to proviJe for 
expansion of sea-borne traffic, and they did 
a verv wise thing, with which no one can 
fmd fault. That land could not be resumed 
to-day "t anything like the price paid by 
ihe previous Government. 'l'hat Govern
ment were looking ahead, and realised that 
port development had to take place down 
towards Pinkenba. I hope that it wiil not 
be long before, instead of talking about a 
dock, we shall sec the work actually in hand, 
which will result in a dock worthy of Queens
land and capable of accommodating the 
largest vecc.el that may come to Australia. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL IAII!crt): In view of 
the :-<ccidcnt that happened recently in con
Ecctwn wtth the whakr of the " Matthe"· 
I<'linders," I would like the Treasm cc to· 
explain whether the davits, both pod ancl 
starboard, are in their proper positions. My 
attentwn has been directed to the positions; 
\vhich they occupied. . \~'h~n they are 
lowered, on both the port ·and the star
hoard side, I understalld thev are under 
tbc discharge. " 

Mr. B.IRllER: 'Under what? 
Hox, . .J. G. ~\PPEL: The discharge. On 

making {urlher inquiries, I was advised that 
the eng-ine has to be stopped when a boat 
is lowered on the one side, and that the 
electric pla.nt has to be ··topped when a boat 
is used on the other Hide Of course, it 
frequently happens that only one boat is 
lowered, and it is quite possible that a 
serious accident may take place if the engine 

Hon. J. G. Appd.J 
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has to be sioppod for that boat to bo 
lowered. I would like the Treasurer to 
cause inquiries to be rnado as to wb~Jthcr 
this is so, and, if it io, I ask that the neces
sary alterations rnay be made to avoid an 
accident. It is desir'able thot no risks sbould 
bo taken. 

I wish to dmw tho attention of the Tre.l
surer to another 1nattor in connection "-ith 
l.his vote. There has been a ver:. largf' 
increase of traffic in More ton Bay. The 
islands are nDw being occupied and :--mall 
vessels are trading carrying con1rnoditics to 
those islands. It frequently happens that 
those boats require to travel at night to take
advantage of the tidr .. The condition of thL' 
bnovs aud beacons in the bav is n:rv bad. 
In 'fact, buoys to n1ark rec.fs whicl~ w·er' 
ir. existence for fori y or ii fty :_yF:t rs ha vt~ 
gone and have not been replaced. 1\lan)· 
of the beacons also haye fallen dO\Yn and 
haYe not been replucod The dang·er con
nected with these fallen beacons is that rail
\vay iron \Yas used as a foundation and a. 
wooden beacon was bolted on the top. The 
v,:ooden portions of 1nany of tht ~e beacons 
ha.Yc disap1Jcarcd, and it is almost irrlpos:::iblt_' 
in these narrow ohamwls to follow the cx'lct 
chamwl .at night time, with the result that 
on one or two ocra~,iong these srnall bonb.; 
have suffered rather serious injury through 
coming in contact with these old iron 
standards. If it is not proposPd to rc<placP 
the woo,kn portions of tlw beacons. I smr
gest that these old iron standards sho11ld be 
rcmovPd so that the wont that may happen 
to a boat will be stranding. 

Regarding the dry dDck, as the Trea ·urer 
stated, during the term Df the Hon. \\' H. 
EarneR a& Treasurer a df:bign \Yas prepared 
for docking accommodation and for a dock 
in the portion of the channel situatPd 
bet wcen the training \vall at the Hamilton 
and the main shore. That is a most suit
able place, because it givls direct entrance 
to the river, but, owing to tlw lack of 
foundations, the work would involve, as the 
TrC'asuror interjected, a vPry larhC antount 
of capital. I ask the Treasurer if his 
attention has been directed to a scheme. 
which, I believe, emanated at one time from 
the Harbours and Rivers Department. for 
the construction of a dock on the south side 
of the river, a little higher than th" site 
suggested on the Hamilton shore and Rbove 
Colmslie? The foundation there would be 
nothing like so costly as at the other site. 
There is a foundation of frecstone, and the 
construdion of a dock there would avoid a 
largo amount of the expenditure which would 
be necessary Dn the Hamilton side. 

There is another matter I de"ire to im
press upon the Treasurer. I understand that 
in connect.ion with anv new line of steamers 
from overseas to which the Commonwealth 
--and naturally the State-would hayo to con
tribute by way of subsidy, the hon. gentle
man has expressed his determination that 
Queensland shall not contribute to such 
subsidy unl035 Brisbane is made the terminal 
port. I think hon. members of the Opposi
tion will commend that determination. How
ever, if the hon. gentleman proposes that 
Brisbane shall be the terminal port, it 
follows naturally that dock accommodation 
must be provided to accommodate suitably 
such vessels. The Treasurer interjectt~d that 
Jn knew of no cas<' where there was a loss 
of timC' owing to the lack of dock accommo
dation in Brisbane--

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

The TREASrRER : ""'o. I said that I did 
not kno'v of any caSt! 1-vhcre a vessel co1ning 
to Brisbane was held up for a berth. 

Hol-<. J. G. APPEL: That makes my argu
ment still stronger, because I know of manv 
instances where YessPls requiriDg urger;t 
docking had to pa,,s Brisbane and go on to 
Sydney. If the principal port of the great 
State .of. Queensland is to maintain its posi
tiOn, It IS ~bsolutely necessary tha.t, even at 
sorrw ~acrrhcc, the ncPessary docking accorn
modatiOI1 should be provided. Of course. 
th" prcscmt dry dock was sufficient for all 
puqwsPs v;hen it \Vas constructed, but it is 
a.bsolut£<ly inadequat.c at the present t1me. 
\' essols uver a certain length arc unable, 
C:Yon to approach it. I understand the 
dPpth of water on the sill scarcely exceeds 
16 f()ot at high water. Its length alw is 

insufficient; and it is quite 
[12 noon] inadequate to accommodate the 

liner:-~, both passenger and cargo. 
which now connect ns with the Motherland 
awl the cmJtinent of Europe. If we arc to 
got the fullest adnmta'"o and benefit Df 
cheap freights: ,,,e 1nusi 

0

have largo vessels 
tu (<lrry the freight. larger vc~fiscls hPing 
operated at a mw:h less C03t tha11 th<> 
small<•r 011cs; and to enable us to do thal it 
i.< absolutely essc11tial that adcqunte accom
modahon should be provided in the prillCipal 
pm:t Ill the ~tate. I a1n not pressing the 
claims of Bn.sbanc because it is Brisb dle: 
it is simply l>e•cause Brisbane is thP principal 
port of the State. So long as the place was 
~Smtablc, It would not matt<'r to me whethl'l' 
it was :tt Rockhampton or Townsvi!lt•; but 
it is admitted that Bri,bane is tho principal 
port and on th1s port all the large o1·ersea 
traffic is concentrated. 

:VIr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I wish to 
express appreciation on behalf of the Rock
hampton Harbour Board of the celeritv with 
which their request for a .dredge has been 
acceded to. I am pleased to note that the 
matter is being kept well forward and I 
hope it will not be long before an 'order is 
plaeed for the dredge. The Treasurer has 
acted wisely in haYing a dredge designed by 
lus own eng1neer and tenJrrs recein~d, not 
only fwm Queensland an·d the other States of 
Australia, but also from other cDuntries. 
That is rather in marked contrast to the 
action of the la!<:< Go1·crnmcnt in purchasing 
ihe two Yery fine, but German dredges that 
they did. ' 

Ho11. J. G. APPEL: The German builders 
had the patent, and yol! know that. 

Mr. HARTLEY: We are getting the 
Queensland engineers to improYe on the 
German patents. 

Hon J. G. APPEL: Members of your party 
went over those dredges and boosted them 
up. 

Mr. HARTLEY: If evervbody followed 
the policy of the hon. gentleman, we would 
havt< all German patents in Australia and 
everywhere else. I think the Treasurer has 
acted in the interests of the manufacturing 
trade of Austr.alia and Great Britain in get
ting the Goyernmcnt engineers to draw up 
designs. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: They are going to copy 
that patent. 

Mr. HARTLEY: They are gDing to 
improve on it, and that is a policy that will 
encourage the manufacture of Australian 
dredges, implements, and everything else. 
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T!1t~rt' i~ no nc0d to go to (Jprn1anv bc-caus(! 
il:c•y happen to hold a patent that i'~ the best 
for the time being;. I am verv pleased that 
the purchase of a dredge for the Rockhamp
ion Harbour Board is so far advanced. 
Ther., is not the sllghte"L doubt that a dredge 
" urgently nLeded in the Fitzroy River. 
and it will be well used when it 'comes to 
hand. The hon. member for Windsor 
remarked that he was not inclined to have 
a harbour board in Brisbane after the experi
~·ncc of the Rockhampton Harbour Board. 
I think the Rockhampton Harbour Board, 
all things considered. has done remarkablv 
,,·ell to look after 42 ·miles of river with on~· 
{lred.g·e. 

Yit·. Kr:.:G: Forty-two miles of \Yhat? 

~lr. HARTLEY: Forty-two miles of river 
J\Ir. MonGA~: He said ho thought it wa' 

a creek. (Laughter.) 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is some joke. The 
wharves in Rockhampton arc 42 miles from 
the sea. and the influence of the tido is felt 
in the 'Fitzrov River 18 mil-es above Rock· 
hampton. T'he other day, through the 
·CourteSj' of the Metropolitan vYater Supplv 
and Sewerage Board, I went round th'e 
upper reaches of the Brisbane River, and 
sume little way up-near Mount Crosb,:
wc crossed the river, and bv-and-bv ·" 

·crossed it again. Coming back 'I fell into a 
very bad error. ]\fy friend, the hon. member 
for Bowen, asked whether we were coming 
back on the south side Ol' the north side of 
the river. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: \Y as that coming back? 
(Laughter.) 

1\lr. HARTLEY: I said, " Brother, we 
went up on the south side,· and we crossed 
the river at. such-and-such a place, and theu 
\Ye cro:s""'·ed 1t again, so no,,~ we are earning 
back on the sou1h side." I was wrong, for 
the sunple reason that we crossed a little cre<ck 
a few miles up that a. n·prcsentativo of th • 
\Vater Bnpp]y and Se'' er age Board told Ill<' 

was the Brisbane River. It was such a Iitt!P 
creek that I thought it was merely part of 
the :Metropolitan \Yater Supply ancl.Sewerarrc 
Boar·d's ~cherr1e for running \Yater do,vn ~n 
open channel. So much for the Brisbane 
Hivcr! 

Hon .. J. G. APPEL: Nevertheless, the Dri"
hane River is a very fine river. 

:Mr. H~\RTLEY: If Rockhampton had had 
pcternal Governments with suflicient fore
sight and g-enorositv to resen-·e somewhere 
in the vicin!ly of 250 acres for wharfage sites 
and a dry dock, as has been done in the 
Hamilton Reach, then the Rockhampton 
Harbour Board would be in a verv good 
position, too. Seeing that past Govcl:nm;mts 
w retarded the port of Rockhampton-it has 
grown m spite of them-I ask members of 
th~ Opposition. how it is, if they believe in 
pnvate entorpn,e, that they hav·e not formed 
a harbour boccrd for tho port of Brisbane 
;md taken charge thcmsel\'es? Vi'hy always 
go cap in hand to a socialistic G01ornment 
for the money to deepen the Brisbane RiYcr 
to accommodate over·ea shipping? 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The financf;s of the port 
of Bi·isbane aro in a very good position. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Why do not the hon. 
member and his rich friends finance the 
matter themselves, the same as other harbom· 
boards ha vo to do'! 

Brisbane and tho construction of a drv dock 
at thP Hamilton will be financ.>d? Will thf· 
GO'\~ernrncnt finance it as a national un-der 
taklllg, or will the cost be a charge agains+ 
the port of Brisbane' -

The TREASURER: The cost will be charged 
to the port of Brisbane. 

l\Ir. HARTLEY: That is very satisfactory 
There IS very httle reference in the report to 
the work that has been done in the Brisbane 
RiY·Cl'. There is some reference to the fact 
that the cuttings have b·on kept clear, but 
there Is very lntle information as to 
Harbour Duo', revenue, and expenditure. 
I am not complaining about the treat
rnc~t \ve have rc0eiycd in the Central district. 
It >s fr-eely admitted by the Rockhampton 
Harbour Boa_rcl and by everybody in the 
Centra.l distrwt that we have been very 
generously met by this Government as far as 
the financial position would admit; but it 
would be better if th" transactions of the 
Brisbane Hm,bour Trust, as to their extent 
and as to their sources of revenue, were more 
clearly set out in the report. I must admit 
that rny_ mind is not altogether free from the 
In1pres:non, and I know the Treasurer has 
<~o,·rected m0 on this point before, hut the 
~r,J mJprpssion Is that they are pretty well 
~nanced by the Gov<'rnment, and that the 
uOVNHmPnt practically find as much money 
.; "" 1s ·wanted. 

If the annual transactions of the H 1rbour 
Trust were put either into the' rcpo"t of tho 
Harbours and Rivt·fb Department, or into a 
separate report ot the Harbour Trust, it 
would be much more "atisfactorv as \\ c could 
then look up the figures for ours~IV·2S. 

:VIr. F. A. COOPER (!Jrcmcr): Hon. mem
bers have bceu comparing the ports of Rock
hc1mpto1~ and Bristane iu regard to naviga
twn facihtJes. I "ould like to remind the 
<:ommittee, and particulwrly the Treasurer 
that Ipswich claims to be "the head of 
:1avigation'' and the oldesc port in Queens
tand. 

Hon. 2'11. J. KIRWAX: The old "Scttl<'J'" 
used to run up therr. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Ye·, boats like the 
<.Id ''Settler" us2d to run C:.p then•, and it 
was du: t<_> those Yessels and the good work 
th,ey d1d m those day, .. that the district of 
\'\ <'S! 2\Ioreton wa:3 sett]Pd. The ntilway line 
ungmally started from Ipswich, bccam.~· the 
r!Ycr \Vas !lavigabL~ up to that point, and 
smec then It has L'een thourrht fit to have a 
rall1Yay rmming fl-om Ips;ich to Brisbane 
<Ill cl also a main road; but that is no reason 
why the waterway should be allowed to be 
closed. Ipswich i~ an important en•.· on the 
l;anks of th:• Bremer-(Laughtcr)-and the 
constant cflect of the rain '.'<'a,hes do" n thn 
g!'avci from the hills, \\hich is filling up the 
nver m places. That r.reans that a dredge is 
rnuch mo1:e needed in Ips\vich now tha11 it 
has be.c•n m tbe p;rst. Not onlv -do we need 
b hayc the _river ~onstantly drodged, but the 
evcr-IDfT~asi_ng Size of ships with bigger 
draught whiCh arc' being used in the river 
Inakcs it impossi::ll·e for then1 to negotiate 
! he rocks whieh ,\.f're once so casilv ayuided 
tJy the boats which formerly used 'the rivN. 
I would ask tho Premier to consider 
the request which has h:en mado to him hv 
the Ipswich ChamLw of Commerce to romov:e 
the rocks that arc unquestionably hampering 
nang,ahon rn the town rc~ch of the Bremer, L 

I would like to ask the Treasurer how this 
scheme for the development of the port of 

Mr .. ~loRGAN: Yon want it to compete with 
the ra1lways. 

1924-3 G JJ1r. F. A. Cooper.] 
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Mr. F. A. COOPER: We do not mind 
that. We have th,, main road and the rail
''· ay but we still have the waterway. Ipswich 
is th2 only centre in Quectlsland whir·h 
pron1iscs, because of its coal forrnations, to be 
the big manufacturing city of Queensland, 
and we cannot allow any hig·hway to bo 
closed. I would recommend the Treasurer 
L(J give serious conflid::ration to the request 
of thP Ipswich Chamber of Commerce to 
ha ye these rocks removed. It is not. a big 
job, and it will be of immense value to the 
port of Ipswich and to the State of Queens
land. 

l\Ir. CORSER (Burnctt): The hon. member 
for Bremcr might address his request to the 
Irrigation 'Commi--:::ioner. H·e probably \Yould 
get more value from that. (Langhter.) 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Instead of spending all 
the money dredging the Brisbane River and 
the Fitzroy Rive1· up to Rockhampton, it 
would he cheaper for th2 Government to dig· 
new rivers. (Laugbtcr.) 

:Yir. CORSER : The hon. member does 
not. suggest a new river up to Ipsvvid1. 
This is a vote we should consider very 
•t'riously. as upon it d ~-pPnds to a great 
<•xtent the possibilitv of developing trade. 
\Ye b;lYe now eomcthing of interest in the 
Wide Da} district. 

l\lr. \VEIR: The Urangan Pier. 

:\h. CORSER t \Ve know that provision IS 
not being n1ud:} under this Yotc to givo 
it the attention it ckscrves. The Urangan 
Pier has been established at a cost of about 
£60,000. 

l\lr. WETR: A public scandal. 

At 12.15 p.m., 

J\fr. DuNSTAN (Gympic), ono of the panel 
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

)dr. CORSER: That pier would probably 
cost three times as much to-dav. It W'lS 

establishe-d after full investigation by 
experts. It has been tested bv the Com
JllOJHYCalth lin0rs, the " ..._1\llS~tral Glen" 
having carried away a full cargo of 
'ugar. Other vbsels also have been 
there. The naval exports have proved that 
thcTe is a splendid port at Urangan, and 
some facilitif's should be offered to develop 
it. \V c should not he too prone to criticise 
the conditions which Nature has given 
us along our coasts. \Ye know what 
1s being done in other countries m 
the "·orJ.cl, more particularly in Gentrai 
Africa, wh:'re huge dcn•loprnental rail
,~. ays are being· extended in the interests of 
cotton, maize, and timber growing. Those 
railways all tern1inatc at ports; for in
stance, at Mombasa, where the authorities 
at the present time arc S[Wndinp: .£1.000,000 
in providing port improycments. \Vc ha.,-o 
behind the \Vide Bay and Burnctt district' 
H tremendous area .;f land which is being 
devdopcd under the Government scheme
tiP Upper Burnctt nnd Callide lands-to say 
nothing of the huge territories which 
could be de' clowd with g-reJt benefit to the 
Stat<'. All those" areas of countrv could be 
m a de accessible through the port of U rangan, 
whicl1 has b 0 en established at a cost, not of 
£1,0CO.O~O, but of £60 000, but we find that 
no action is taken. J\1 a~ters of vessels have 
said that no port is easier of approach than 
Urangan. Hon. members on both si-des of 
the Chamber have agreed that an excellent. 
po1t exists there, but there has not been 

[Mr. F. A. Cooper. 

anything like the monc•y spent on that port 
that has been spent on our rivers to keep 
thcrn open. I am not going to say anythin;:; 
about thp hundreds of thousands of pound 
"\vhich hay{-~ b en sprnt on our riYrrs; but, 
,~hen we have such a good natur.tl port a>·. 
lJrJngan, because \Ve Jive ill some othE-r 
part of the State, we should not. refuse to 
develop that port. The ass0ts arc there in the 
shape of tllC' jetty. and it will be a greftt ad
vantage to the State if we n1ake provision for 
keeping· the port open and arrange for vessels 
to call thcJ·e. In the interests of primarv 
and secondarv industries in those districts. 
I sincere!,· hope th~t something will be done 
to preserve and d0velop the assets which 
have been placed there at mdr a low cost. 
The Treasurer must remember that a con
siderable amount of the money wb'cb was 
expend0d on the Urang-an jct(s was takc>n 
from the funds lving to the credit of the 
l\iaryboroug·h Harbour Board. \Yh''ll it wa< 
built it was expected that the jetty would 
be a national work. HowevPT, it has been 
paid for partlY bv the pcop!P of thE' WidP 
Bay district. and the balar•co owinr- is treated 
as a debt against tho port. indcad of being· 
looked upou as a nation a 1 undertakiiJg. I 
Cf'rtainlv hope that the GovcrnmPnt will con
:-.idcr the naiional advant ·gr's which can br 
obtained from a port of that nature. which 
will be available for the -de, lovnent of th< 
primnr:. and sProndar_y industriL, in that 
portion of the State. 

::\Ir. V\'EIR (Jiar!Jborou!fh): I have sat 
in this Chamber se\ l'Il veers and listened to 
this sort of stuff, and I hove never v:'t 
raised my ,~a ice on this "~hit<' elephant· at 
Urangan. but I propo'C' to touch upon it 
this morning. If ever there was a work of 
national corruption. I think the Urangan 
Pier stands out on its own. I am told on 
the ,·prv best anthorih- that the then hon. 
men1ber. for Marvboro~1gh, who i~ now thL' 
Federal member for \Yidc Dav. was offered 
eith0r l7rangan Pier or thP Tinana Rail-way 
dPv-iation. and he chose the ~Crangan Pier. 
If that is so. tlwn I e ,y that the l.Jrangan 
Pier is a national disaster. 

Mr. CoRSER: I deny that political stuff of 
:~ours. You put that up at o-ery election. 

Mr. \VEIR : You cannot d0ny it. I ha vc 
got this on the hest authority-on the state
ments of a member of this lfo·Jsc' "~ho do:'s 
not sit on this side of the Chamber. 

Mr. CORRER: There an J\!Iinistcrs of the 
Crown hero who passed it. 

::'vir. \YETR t \Vhcn this agrcc•ment was 
signori one of the :Ministers of the Crown 
went up on the Marvborongh platform with 
a cabba,Q"e \\Tapped in a l\Iar.vhorough 
"Chronicl-e'" to catch the mail at night, and 
the cabbage wrapped in the Manborough 
"Chronicle" feJI on the platform and was left 
there after that Minister had left in the mail. 

Mr. CORSER: What ha,e that got to do with 
it? 

J\ir. ·wEIR: Not much, but I will show 
what it has to do 'vith it It i, well known 
that cerbin coal ventures in Takura dis
trict were associated with this public scandal. 
It is also known that certain land valu~s 
have been inflated to suit this scheme. As 
late as three weeks ag-o a block of hnd "·as 
solrl to the Fed,'ral Govcrnmont for a 
custom home at Urangan. Did you ever 
hear of such a thing? A custom house for 
Urangan! The whole thing is jobb-ery. Let 
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me go a little further. I haYe been asked 
t0 approach the PrPmier with a- request for 
an extension of this fishing pier. \Vhat tlw 
dcpnt.ation ehould do is to ask the Premier 
t,, give them a jazz hall on the end of the 
pier, so that the young folk conld ••njoy the 
full advantages of dancing and the glories 
of the deep as well. It will nevN be fit for 
anything else. \Vhy do I sa,- this' I '"''•' 
it because it was opened in April, 1917, bul. 
dming the whole of the JWriod of the war 
"·hen the · hipping was controlled by th•• 
Gon·rnment of which the Federal memlwr 
for \Vide 13a y is a supporter, and since then 
this whitP elephant has b0en visited by only 
smue six bmts! This is the thing that thev 
t(•ll us is a national a::>'3istancP. It is a 
national di"astcr. It savours of national cor
ruption, and I say that any political 
{ andidatc in this counh·v \vho associates 
hims.elf with a thing · like it shoulcl 
not b,, allo\ved to <'Ontf~st a seat in 
fuhuf'. I have ver:v s.t.rong views on this 
question. because I think that what was done 
was totallv wrong-. \Vhat is the use of it? 
We hnYe been told by thes<' people that it 16 
a good port. I ha-ve been appnmched--

:\ir. CORSER: 13y whom: 

Mr. \YEIR: I have be,•n approae.hed tD 
get the Prcm'ier to do C'-'l't>iin things. Tlw 
Pren1ier ren1embers distinctly the agitation 
in l\Iaryhorough to get him to put in an 
extra cranfl to enable produce to he handled 
nt thf' wharf. In spite of the faet that they 
have had six boats in seven vea.rs, these 
people had the audacity to war;t a further 
cran0: an cl ,uhsequently a request was mAde 
for an extension of the pier. \Vhy not con
fess the thing definitelv and tell the 
people what the trouble· was? I remem
hC'r that a former member for ·wide 
Bay, Mr. 13ooker, publicly disowned the 
thing. and said it \l as a 1n1blic scandal. 
He did not make any bones about it. I 
intend to give the facts of the case, because 
it is fast ruining thf' s.hipping of :Yiar::
borough. It is doing so in this way-that 
every time we ask for an imyn·oven1ent of 
tlw river or anything_ associated with thP 
improvement of the port \ve are told 
that \VC have alreadv incurred a debt 
of £40,000 or £50,000 on this Urang·an 
Echeme. I remernbN anotlwr little incident. 
about it. Some people tried to get m(' to 
approach the Prernicr over and over again 
and put before the Govcrnnwnt a request 
for reduced ra.ilway freight;; on maize from 
the Burnett. They approaehed the shipping 
J1eoplfl themselves. or their agents did, and 
asked them what tonnage they would rcquirf' 
before they would bring in a boat. Th0 
shioping- cononanies tird them dmYn ,kfinitf'lv 
tnd s:-tid, "GiYe us such and such a tonnag·l< 
and '"e will bring in a boat." They have not 
got the boat, b~enuse they cannot guarantee 
the tonr;age. There is not sufficient induce
ment t-o bring boats there, so the'; will not 
come, but all the while the hon. member for 
Burnett P''alts hi•11self and calls the "Corser" 
white elephant-the jetty at Urangan Creek 
-a national as:::istanc0. 

Mr. CORSER (RuTJl''lt): We haye had a 
sampk of the opponents of the Urangan pier, 
who referee to a public scandal. It is not so 
'ery long ago that the Government them
·_elves wor-e "ssnciatod with the opening of 
this pier, and Mr. Lennon. now Lieutenant
GO\·ernor. who performed the ceremon,· on 
Lehalf of the Government, said they expected 
that it was going to be a big thing, and the 

one man to \Y~1on1 they 'vuuld not o'lYf\ 

any of the credit \\'as tlie man whom the~: 
~;ow trv t.) blanlf'. 

lion .. J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 
Mr. CORSEB.: At that time, when the,· 

thought that this jetty \Yas going to op011 
up a huge territory, there \vas one n1an ,vho 
they said was not responsible. and that was 
t11e late :"tate member for 1\Iarvborou.rh-

, !he man whom they blame now. ' b 

Hon. J. G. APPBL: Hear, hear! 
!\fr. CORSER: As regards the que,tion 

of political ~eandal, I think hon. members 
knO\\' the hon. me m bN for :iVIarvborou d1 
and his "tatPlToC·nts of S< :tndal and boo d)~ 
u·e rnadc under the protcrtion o: this I--Iou"f'. 
I invite opPn speaking·. Snrh invitation is 
nnly ncee~sarJ when there is nothing to sav. 
The Uran!.ran jetty '"as built after evide11~c 
had b<•en colll•cted from the most emi
nC'nt autlJCritie~ thf• GDYt'rillllent \Vere 
able to get in Australia. Mr. Lindon Bate' 
and others were brought here and pa-id fm· 
rl'ports, and they reported in favour of the 
]dt_v, ancl J\Ir. A. J. Joncs. now a Minister 
of the Crown, advocated the opening- of the 
port. Is he associated with a political 
scandal? If it was a political scandal, surelY 
the then hon. member for "v1aryborough 
would not hide bchin d ,_, ords ! It \HlS built 
in the inter<'cts of tlw State; the wholr· 
:'\tate was agreed upon it at that time. ;\Jow 
th; hon. me m bt•r says somebody wante-d to 
ship maize there, but the shipping com
pames would not bring their boats in. 
The~- would not come in because the \Vater
:id-e \Yorkers' 'Cnion of :Yiaryborough, \vork
mg through th" vVaterside \Vorkl'rs' Fede
,·ation of Australia, wonl<l not allow thc 
I'egistration of a branch at Urangan jetty. 
:"O any co1npany whicl1 wi~hed to bring boat;-; 
there had to pay the fares of the member' 
of the nnion all the way from Maryhorough 
and back, and oYcrtime. It is onlv Yen 
recently that the opposition of the \Vu-tersid;, 
'Worker&' Federation had been hr.ok011 
down. There should be provision for 
watersidll workers to register at the jett~ 
'o that the labour would be on the spot. 
flixt~- mrn were prepared tu join the union 
thc·re, and signed a petition, but the mm'<' 
consrrYaiive nlell'bPrs of thP union in ~Iarv~ 
borough opposP,rl it. Another reason ·whv 
no b<Oat; ea lied there, let me r{'mind th',, 
hon. mPml·er for Mar"borough, is that there 
i-; no prm·i-oion for fr-esh wat('r for ships. 
and the present Gon•rnmC'nt h·1 ve not 
agreed to provide it although they haYC 
bePn asked. There has been no request for 
nn extra j~tt,y or an extension, but for a 
new crane to take the place of the 
ont-of-datc ono there at preecnt. Thes<• 
reque~ts lwvc lwcn n1ado and ha,·r 
been rcfnscd, although the1· are a small 
eon&idcration in con1parison \Vith the 
large cxrH'nditurc which has b0e'l ln-
c:nrrf'd. 'With refer-ence to the question of 
maize, the request as that the cheap rate 
which obtains bl'twecn our district ancl Bris
hnnc for prod11cts for shipn1ent ovPrscas 
shonlcl be extended to g.oods g-oing to Uran
!Ian, and I do not think anybody will say 
t.hat was an unreaconable concession to ask 
for, thCJlJ;, h sneeringly con1n1ented on by 
Mar.vborough' 3 m em her. If it had boC'n 
}Xrant0d, thP n1aize bonts ·would have gone 
the1·e as well as the coal vessels. · 

Mr. WEIR (Mar.'lborough) : There arc 
one or two statements of the hon. member 
for Burnett that I want to refute, because 

llf r. Weir.] 
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I know the history of this business well. 
The present Federal member for Wide Bay 
drd JUSt what hio brilhant son has done 
just now. He tried to do his best to put the 
responsibility on to auybody who would 
~arrv it. 

M;, CoRSER: I did not try to do that. 

Mr. vVEIR: The hon. member for Burnett 
tried to blamo the waterside workers because 
men were not willing to shift, lock, stock, 
and barrel, and live there, although they 
have qnly had six boats in seyon years. 
Obviouslv those men could not hvo on the 
job. They cannot live on air. These 
people were prepared to work on the water
front under the conditions applying on all 
water fronts, that is, that the employers 
pay their fares to the jetty ar:d back to 
their homes. \Vhy burke thrs quostwn? Thes·e 
people are prepared to shift to U rang an to
morrow, as they are not being employed full 
time at Maryborough. But why ask them 
to shift if there is no work there? 

[12.30 p.m.] 
Mr. CoRSER: \V e ask that work be pro

vided. 

:VIr. WEIR: Then why not approach the 
Federal Government, '· ho had control of 
the port for a number of years? \Vhen 
an attempt was being made to get labour 
for Vrangan jetty, a petition was sent 
round to be signed by those men who 
were prepared to work at Urangan. It was 
signed hv one man on crutches and two 
other~~ drawing the old-age pension. I saw 
those names, and I can giYe those names to 
t.he Committee. The document came from 
the Fedora! Parliam0nt, and ::\fr. 1\IcLarcn, 
who is Secretary of the ~Waterside ~Workers' 
Union in Maryborough, went through the 
document with me, because he saw the huge 
joke attached to it. These wore the men 
who were gomg to work the boats-one on 
crutches and two drawing the old-age pen
sion. Lat.er, when the petition was taken to 
these poor old beggars, they were told, 
"Your pension will be stopped, as your 
name is on this sheet," and they replied, 
" l\1y God, we ·did not know what wo were 
signing.'' 

Mr. CORSER: That tale might go down 
wilh your supporters. but it will not go down 
with lntollig·ent members of the community. 

Mr. WEIR: I do not expect the hon. 
gentleman, or anyone a· sociated with him, 
to be intelligent enough to understand any 
statement. 

Mr. CoRSER: You said that you wer·e not 
one of the intelligent members of the com
munity. 

Mr. WEIR: No. 
:'\Ir. CoRSER: Yes, you did. 

Mr. WEIR: No. For the benefit of the 
hon. member I will repeat what I stated. I 
said that I was not one of the intelligensia 
for the reason that the hon. gentleman claims 
to be ono. Getting back to the Vrangan 
jetty, those responsible for the 12etition tried 
their vr,rv best to attach the farlure for thrs 
white elephant to somebody else. The water
'ide workers are prepared to form a branch 
there to-morrov, if work is there. The point 
is that the employers v,ant thorn to go there 
for nothing. and they will not go there for 
nothing. Why should they'! They went 
round and got a few old cripples--

Mr. CoRSER: That is not correct. 

[Mr. Weir. 

Mr. WEIR: I read the list 
not. I will produce the list. 
hon. member for Bm·nett--

Th1r. CORSER: I saw the men. 

and you did 
As usual the 

Mr. WEIR : And so did I. One poor old 
hc"'gar on crutches carrying round papers. 
Th

0

e' hon. gentleman' always had his case ha.lf
baked. After all, this is a family complaint. 

Mr. CoRSER: Your name will never do as 
much good for the country. 

Mr. BARBER (Bunrlaberg): It is with 
'ome deoTeP of rerrret that I r~alise that the 
Uranga; jetty, after being consigned to its 
proper place, is being resurrected agam. I 
think it is absolute cruelty to ,attempt to 
resurrect it, because pangs of bitterness 
must possess the minds of the supporters of 
this scheme. 

.'\fr. ELPHINSTONE: That is why we do not 
mention the fish trawler. (Laughter.)' 

Mr. BARBER: I know something about 
fish trawling, and, if the business had been 
carried out on the lines I suggested, it would 
haYo been an immense success. (Laughter.) 
The hon. member for Burnett has endeav
oure.d to make the Commit ee believe that 
there was practically no opposition to the 
erection of the lJrangan jetty, and that rt 
was looked upon as a work of national im
portance. The hon. gentleman mus.t think 
that we suffer from ,·cry bad memones, and 
that the people outside ha vo pretty " crook" 
memories. The father of the hon. member 
for Burnctt and myself spent the whole of 
one afternoon and evening discussing the 
question. I had a chart. and, having some 
lmmYled"e of charts, depths, etc., I con
sidered that I was on a very good wicket. 
\Vhen I submitted to the House the sound
ings within a fair radius of U rangan. I 
believed the House was impressed with what 
I stated; but the pressure was too great on 
the Government of the day, and, as a re~ult, 
this monstrous thing \Vas bnilt. It is all very 
" 11 fm· the hon. member to say that Mr. 
Lennon opened the jetty. After this enor
mous amount of money had been spent on 
what it \\as more or less known would be a 
failure, someone had to open the jetty, and, 
as this Government happ:~11ed to be in power, 
sonwone from this GoYcrnment had to open 
it. Mr. Lennon certainly had m:,~ sympathy. 

Mr CoRSER: It was what he said that I 
refer to~ 

Mr. BARBER: Hon. members will find 
on perusing "IIansard'' that I pointe~ out 
that the whoJ.e thing was wrong. I pomted 
out that one of the fnc ors that would operate 
agaimt the qse. of Urangan jo~t;r was that 
steamC'rs traYelhng south to Hnsoane would 
haYe to come inside Sandy Cape and 
follow a very cic<>uitons channel to get 
into Urangan." That .distance \Ytl~ n1ea.s.ured, 
and ~if mv memorv serves me arrght. 11 as 
fou;,d to" be 65 r~iles, which would mean 
that after taking on a bafi or two of oysters 
and' one or two other little items, the boat 
would have to ste,mr back and sweep round 
the Cape after ha, ing covered a distance. of 
at lcasf 130 miles, and at the speed whrch 
ve•selo of that day were capable of, it would 
mean practically a whole day's loss of hme. 
The amount of cargo that wo'uld be available 
would I)ot warrant a steamer of any decent 
size going in there. I remo.mhcr the then 
Speaker, Mr. Armst_rong, takmg a ,week-end 
trip at Urangan m Mr. Booker s motor 
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launch, and, when they came back, they 
reported that thev had had a most strenu
Gus time. (Laughter.) It was strenuous in 
this respect, that, having negotiated the 
channel into Urangan, the boat-I believe it 
had a draught of about 2~ feet-struck a 
bank, and they had to camp out all night 
and wait for the flood tide. If hon. members 
oppo<ite try to impress this Chamber with 
the importance of making a port at U rang an, 
then I am sorry for the people of Queens
land. Urangan can neYcr be a port. I 
ha,·e had personal experience at the place. 
I ha Ye been clown there on different occasions 
durill2; my years of training in the Naval 
Brigade. IV e us-ed to cruise around there, 
and m,· experience is that immediately a 
northerly or north-easterly breeze of any 
force g-ot up steamers of any draught at all 
would haYe to get ~nvay at once and steam 
out into the deep water. ·what would be 
the position under such circumstances with 
a boat like those belonging to the British
India Steam 1\"aYigation lino which ran in 
tho"e davs? :\fo captain "·ould risk his shtp 
under such circumstaJ1Cf~s. The hon. mcmh"r 
~or Rurnett resurrect:. ihis question ag-ain after 
It ha, been seven years buried, and it .!hould 
he al>solutcly ossified and petrified by nm\'. 
Let 'l:rang-an die and be buried and become 
as extinct as the dodo. That is what nature 
intended. I have,, had an opportunity of 
,-,ewmg the Queensland ports and ports in 
otJwr parts of the world. 

I would a<k the Treasurer of Queensland, 
wh0ther Labour or othervvi::;c, in viP1v of tho 
tend cnci. s of shipbuilding and the cstablish
uH'n! of hugo motor serYiC('S,. seriously to 
CClJfndcr YdlCthcr Governments arc 1orarrantc•J 
in granting loans for the purpose of deep n
iug- some of thc.'e so-r 'llled ports. :Mary
borough people call the Burnett River a 
creek, and the people of Bundaberg retaliate. 
Y Pars ago those smaller ports afforded trade 
to a ronsid0rable number of light draft 
st0an1crs, which carried Dn a fairlv lucrative 
busi_nes;. Tho tendency of the ,,hiprJing world 
dunng the last few voars has been to build 
larger vessels, and. l'nstLad of running four 
nr six small craft ('Ornpeting ono against 
the other at the difff'rent ports, they now 
place steamers with a tonnage of from 2,500 
w 5,000 tons on th< senicc. I am satisfied, 
from the economi~ aspect, that it would he 
far better to wipe out lhis small mosquito 
fleet and ha,-c thH·e or four large cer;tres 
possessing a decent depth of water for those 
large steamers to call and pick up the freight. 
='I a tu re has been very kind to Queensland. 
I have only to mention the ports of Bris
bane, Gladstone, and Bowcn. The point I 
want to make is whether, in view of the 
larger ships now travelling up and down 
the roast, the huge po"ibilities of motor 
transport, the construct,ion of roads by the 
::\lain Roads Board, and our railway sen-iee, 
it would not be more economical for the 
primary industries, and trade of all sorts, to 
cDn< ntrate on three of four centres to get 
their produce to market instead of spending 
the huge f>Ums of money that aro being spent 
to clr "!JC11 a number of so-called ports. The 
Tn·a•ur·cr should seriously consider that 
u1n ttcr. 

The docking facilities of Brisbane have 
been discussed for a good number of years. 
I remember some years ago when that large 
an a of land at I-bmilton was resumed for 
docking purposes. A party of hon. members 
from both sides of the Chamber, myself 
included, were delegated to go and inspect 

the land. \Vitli Mr. Hardacre, who was 
then a member of the Labour party and 
had a fair li'nowledgc of land values, we 
spent a whole rlav in lhe district. There is 
no doubt that tbe" project is a fairly big one, 
but it is one which is warranted so fa1· as 
the port of Brisbane is concrrned. There 
has be<'n a tremendous development in the 
port during the last four or five years, .and 
thoro is no doubt that greater docking facili
ties should be providf'd. Too much money 
is '-pc•nt in tlw vicinity of the city, and 
more monev should be spent further down 
stream in proYidln§..!; wharfage and docking· 
facilitiPs. The Government would he ju,tificd 
in conePntrating on nlea;;:.ures of that sort. 
\Vhich · ould prm-ide a mo1·c efficient accom
modation for the yes,.ols using the port. 

Mr. ELPHINS'rONE (Oxlcy): I would 
commend the remarks of the hon. member 
for Bunclabng- tG the serious consideration 
of this Committee. Ho has called attention 
to a danger ·which, in n1y opinion, is cer
tainly creeping in of trying to maintain 
at comiclcrablc expense ports which were 
nc'ver meant to lw porh. The scarcitY and 
cof:t of money '"'ill cause future Treasurers 
seriously to consider whether sotne of these 
so-caller! harbour schemes would not have 
to be abandoned, and whelhcr efforts should 
not be concentrated on tho'e centres which 
nature has pro1·ided with shipping facilities. 

At 12.47 p.m .. 
The CHA!l:~L\N resumed the chair. 

Mr. ELPHI:\'STONE: At this ·tagc I 
\Vould like i'o ask the Treasurer if he "' ould 
give ~o1no inforn1r1tion as to whether it is 
intcndf'd t{) instal electrical coal-handling 
appli<mces at the yarious ports of Queens
land. That is a most important qul'stion 
Those hon. members who have anv idea at 
all of the abundance of coal whidl exists in 
this State must a.ppreciatc the fact that the 
Pntire future of the industry depends on our 
ability to establi<h markets oyersea. One 
of the principal factors in placing this coal 
on the market and competing with other 
countri0s is the installation of such appliances 
at our ports to permit of the coal being 
handled a,nd placed in thP shipo' bunkers 
with a<, littlf' cost as possible. It may be 
r<Lther surprising nc\n to the Cornmitte(l to 
know that some thousands of tons of coal 
are shipped from South Africa C\'ery year 
to South America, which, from its position, 
must be looked upon as a natural outlet for 
our coal. If it pays South Africa. to ship 
such large' quantities of coal to that destina
tion, wo should use every effort in. the 
direction of handling our coal economiCally 
so that we might capturc the trade of these 
South American porb. If my memory serves 
me correctlv, there was in the past a move
ment to eq;1ip some of our ports wilh such 
electrical applianc0s. The Treasurer in 
replying might give us information on this 
matter and with rf'spect to the efforts that 
are being made in that direction. 

Mr. CORSER (JJurnett) : The ban. member 
fo, Bundaborg would wish this Committee 
to belieYe that his party iias J:ee~ opp~sed 
io the lJrangan schcn1c from 1ts Inception. 
I wish to show that the opposite has been 
the case. I am quoting from pag0 2640 
of " Hansard" for 1911--

" l'\'Ir. LENXON: .•.. It is not pos
sible to deal with the quE>,tion of build
ing a railway to l)rar..gan \vithout 
considering the question of a port. IV e 

J.llr. Corser.] 
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hftve hftd a rc>Jlort from Mr. Cullon ancl 
l\1r. Elliot, and thov have been fl'eely 
quoted during the clay. If I was not 
'atisfied there was a port thoro, I would 
not support the lmilding of the 1·ai!way. 
I hope ihc raihvay will go through." 

:\"ext, the late hon. member for \Vide 
Ba", Mr. Bookl'r, has hPen quoted as against 
1\w. sohNne. l\lr. Bookf'!' said-

" rl_1ho hon. l1H•mbcr for J3urrUlll has 
nutdn a very 'yaluable statement as to 
the desirability of ti1is railway, and 
the hon. member for i\Iaryborough has 
referred to the details of it, so thoro 
is 1;~ necv~sity to reiterate ·what thcv 
say. 

And l\1r. Booker continued a srwoch in 
support of the sclwnw. ::Vlr. Adamson said-

" Having Iln~'d in L\iaryborough for 
a very considcr:tbh:- time, and rcpro
'<'llted it for two or i.hn•e vears. and 
h~ving advoc<ttod th0 oxtonsi~n of this 
railway to Urangan, I f0el that I would 
not bo doing right if I did not oxpres3 
my ngroemen1 with the proposal of the 
Minister for RailwaYs. I wish to roatl 
the rPoommondation. at the end of tho 
Cornroissioncr's Report. He says~ 

For the reasons ~i\·pn above, I recom
mend the uxtcnsion of the Pialba 
Branch rai!\Yay to l"rangan~ Dn tho 
understanding that adequate facilities 
arc to be provided for handling large 
stca.rners and cargoes at the terminus. 

"It seems that the Commission"'!' has 
had the idPa that tlw reason for build· 
in€! this railway is that it is to go to 
a port whore large eargoc·, are ha,Jd!ed. 

" The Secretary for Hail ways: There 
is no other reason." 

Hon. members will see that support was 
given to tho schen1e by ~Ir ... ..-\danH·on, who 
was later Labour Secretary for Railways. 
That shows that the scheme ' as not paro
d,irrl, and was not supported by only one 
individual. In addition, we lmvo the state· 
mPnts of the Se<TPtary foe Railways and 
o' the present hon. n1cmber for South Bris
bane (:'dr. Forricks). The latter said-

" I have always been an a<h-ocatc of 
opening up port~ . . . I was interested 
in the able speech of the hon. member 
for ::\faryborough [not Mr. Weir], und I 
am in accord with all that he has said." 

Xow, in the few moments at my disposal, 
I have b,'en able to show that hon. members 
on the Labour ,ide who had fnir minds 
•Epportcd the proposal wh0n it was before 
the Houseo 

l\Ir. li'F.RRTCKS: I had bt•cn a lo1w timo 
<lWay from l\Taryborough \Yhen I 1nad~ those 
otatoments. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: You haw• been a long time 
awav from the Herbert and vou are con· 
testing thei1· plebiscite. \Vhen ·the measure 
was going throug-h a.nd there 'Yas a possibility 
of II'ing the port the Labour party sur)· 
parted it. hut, as the;- do not want the port 
openPd, the: tried to settle th" blame on an 
indiYidual, and to say tlutt the id0a had 
not any support from the Labour party. 
They would "Ot giYe the cr0elit to the 
Federal member for \VidC' Bav wh8n he 
tntroduced the measure, yet no\v th.:y try 
to rut all the blame on to him _,·hen they 
rdm<' to have the port used. I think the 
hon. member did a remarkable thing when 

[ .llr. rorscr. 

he succeeded in getting the support of 
Labour members in favour of what they 
now allege is a rotten scheme. What a 
wonderful man he would be if he could get 
their approval to anything that was really 
bad. 'The hon. member for Maryborough 
said that the Federal member for \Vi.le Bay 
opposed the Tin:1na raihvay deviation in 
preference io the Urangan scheme. I give 
that statement a denial now. 

T\fr. \YEIR: You clo not know anything 
nbout it. 

::\lr. CORSER: I repeat that I give that 
stn.tement tho denial now. I think I have 
dealt fully with the little parochialism that 
has cropped up. I have poil'tod out that 
the scheme was >npportt'd by Labour mem
bers. and practically nothing was said 
rogainst it. Mr. White and Mr. Barber 
c•pposed the scheme from a Bundabert; view 
point and the intere-;t of thru own di.;::t:!.•1ct, 
out there is no excuse for the present mem
ber for Marvborou"h injuring the \Vide 
Bay and Bm:nett p~·oducers in support of 
M>trvborouu-h vested interests, as he sees 
thL n; throti~g·h his narrow vision. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (Albatl: In connec
tion with the ]dtv to Urangan Po1m and 
those who opposed the ,chcme, 1n my recoi
led ion ever: inquiry \V a~ _rnadc before 
approval was giYcn to the proJect Ecp"!rts 
"ere reneived from l\lr. Cull on, Mr. Ellwt, 
r.ncl others, and they were careful_J:, ,um
,idered. The matter y as not dectdc<! m 
ai1y hurry.. Tho hon: memb<'r for Bunda
bcrg has g1 vcn one of the vrry rc~sons ':' hy 
tl10 project was approvcd--~ha~ rs, O\VIng 
to iho fact that to make slnppmg payablco 
it was necessary that vessels of largN ton
nage should be used, ard 0\1 ing to the fact 
that these largf.~t~ vessels cnuld not bo 
handled without a Yery large expenditure 
on the :uary River, it was essential that 
a dc"p·\\-atcr port should be proYJdod for 
the purpose. I recollect that for years the 
Jkwen jetty was regarded as a whrt.J ele
phant [lnd it \Vas nccc"sarv tu dredg(' con
stantly to make it available for ihe 
accommodation of the shipping tonnage 
which is Yisiting Bowen to-da_, .. 

1\Ir. B.tRBER: The hon. gentleman refers 
1 o thirty year~ ago. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I refer to quite 
recent times. It is absolutely nccessctry to 
clred~e tho Bowc>n Harbour from time to 
tim(• ~to· day because of the silt that accmnu
latus. For vears the Bowen Jetty was 
regarded as it whit.. elephant, yet to·daY 
it i;, one of the greatest asseh;; for snipping 
accommodation that we l1avo in the 1\'orth. 
In the early days onlv a small number of 
small coast~! boats cafled there, yet to.day 
the Bowen Harbour is in constant use. That 
devclopn1ent is comparatiYely recent, since 
railway facilities Pxtcndcd to the 1\'orth. To 
attain that position it was necessary to have 
the harbour continuaily dredged. The came 
thing appliPs to the Urangan jetty. vYc 
must take the opinions which wer~ offered 
bv the experts in this matter. It 1s only a 
qi:1estion of railway cominunicvtion and cer
tain improvements to the channel to render 
that jetty availablo for the purpose for 
which it was built. It is well w1thtn m,\ 
recollection that the scheme was supported 
on both sides of the House: yet to-day we 
hutr hon. member,, opposite turn arounc1 apd 
1nake a personal attack upon a rolativo 
of an hon. member of the Opposition. That 
indicates that \VO are dcgt~norating. I say, 
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that the father of thR present hon. member 
fnr Burnett did ga!ll something as the 
representative of the olectorate which he 
rcJ>rcsented, and I have no hesitation in 
aying that the present Federal member 

fo>· Wide Bay is the best representative 
for Quecnslan.l »·e have in the Federal 
I-Iousc to-day. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MOORE (Aubiyny): I would like the 

Treasurer to explain the reason for the 
0normous increase in the cost of dredging. 
It appears to me that it does not arise from 
the number of men employed on the dredge· 
it cannot be the increased cost of wages that 
make' this enormath difference in lhe cost 
of dredging. I shall give a table illustrating 
the great increase in cost of dredging since 
1915-

A YERAGE CosT oF DREDGING hrPROVEliiENTS 
PER TON'. 

Clas.s of Drerlgr. 1 Ol:J. HJM. 

Ladder 
d. d. 
7·n 1:3·7;) 

Pump :>2;~ .)·8Sl 
D-rab l ~·G~ 24·:J(j 

I would like some information from the 
Trl'asm·er in. regard to the dredging· of the 
harbour basm ~t Bowen. It seems pretty 
expensive to ,hift a dredge from Bri,bane 
to Bowen and then back again to Brisbane. 

In October and November 1921 
[2 p.m.] it took the dredge "'Mar/ 

borou!jh" four days preparing 
for the voyage; SIX days on the voyage. and 
then seve11 days preparing to drediTe at 
Bo,Yen. This cost £2,575. Then whe~ the 
job wa.s < ompleted, it took twenty-fiye days 
propanng for t.ho voyage and returning 
from Bowen, whiCh cost £2,865. That is a 
good deal of moncy-£5,540 for a dredge 
to. go up to Bowen and back again-and if 
tl11s cost is likely to recur it would be ~ore 
economical to have a d{·edge there. The 
report doe~ not say whether the dredging at 
Bowen will have to be done again, or whether 
the work was only. m the nature of enlarging 
the basm and "11! be for all time. The 
m formation is a little bit indefinite. I was 
rath~r surprised !o read in the report of the 
Engmecr for Harbours a11d Rivers about 
the di~iculty they had in constructing the 
n~w pier at Bow en because of the strong 
wmds a11d rough water. I thought the Bowen 
Harbour was one of the finest harbours in 
the world. Howeve_r, I am no~ worrying 
about that part of rt. I want mformation 
about the ccst of the dredging. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: It is technical »ark and 
you know nothing about it. ' 

l\1r. MOORE: The fact that the hon. mem
ber has been looking on at the work does not 
!{iYe him any technical knowledge of dredg
mg. I want to know wh:ther dredging will 
be a continuous necess1tv at Bowen or 
whether the drodg·ing done now will be 
>ufiicient for a number of years. 

The 'I'REASl:RER (Hon. E. G. Theodore 
Chillayoe): The dredging at Bo,Yen wa~ 
necessary to enlarge the basin to a depth of 
29 feet and. to provide berthing accommoda
tion alongside the uew pier to a depth of 
26 feet at low-water spnngs. That work is 
now completed. It was more economical to 
send the dredge from here to Bowen than 

to purchase a new plant. It would have 
been cheaper if the Bowen Harbour Board 
could have hired the plant at Townsville, 
but it was not available at the time. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL (A.lbert): Reference 
has moon made tc the erection of the Uran
gan jetty, and the ouggestion hws been made 
that the hon. member who then represented 
MarylJorough ha,[ the choice of getting the 
rrinana Railway deviation or the Urangan 
jetty. I think it only fair to say, as a mPm
her of the Admir:istration which approved of 
the construction of the Urangan jetty, that 
no such o:ftc1 was ever made, nor was it pos
sible to make such an offer to the hon. mem
ber !or Maryborough at the time. The two 
y,·orks are in quite a different position. 

The Tinana deviation is a work which 
has been considered for many years as very 
noces·•ary by the Railway Department to 
obviate the cost of carrying on the railway 
.;;crYic'-~ ,and render unnecessary the running 
in and rmt of 1\J:aryborough as at present. 
As I pointed out, the construction of the 
Urangan jetty was justified by the favourable 
reports which were rec·ei.-c·d, and, if larger 
frl'ight accommodation was to be provideci. 
it \Vas nccL·~Fary that a deep 'vater haven 
should bl' providl'd with facilities for the 
accommodation and loading of vessels of 
larger burthen, just as in the case of the 
'B0wen jetty. To my own personal know
lc(~ge, for n1any years the Bowl~ll jetty '''las 
a white elephant because it had not railway 
communication wi:h the hinterland. For a 
time it was only used by the small passenger 
and cargo boats, and Bowen was absolutely 
dead. If hon. members take the trouble to 
read the reports at the time. they will find 
that the cmt was defrayed from the finances 
of the State, but as sooil as it had connection 
b,, railway then it paid. Port Denison, we 
all know, is a very fine natural harbour. 
Being of large extdnt, when a heavy wind 
blmYs the watl'r is yery rough at the head 
of the jetty, and it frequently happens that 
boats haYn gn·.1t difficulty in berthing there, 
and dredging is required from time to time 
in such a case. From my knowlcdg·e .of 
TJranfl;an, I haYc no hrsitation in saying 
tbat with raihvay co;mcction with tho 
hinterland. and when dredging and certam 
other work is carried· out which is absolutely 
essential and was foreseen when the work 
was a pprm·ed of. F r<~ngan will take its 
prop~r place as a pott. 

Mr. CARTER: They have got a big hint.,r. 
land connecte·d with Urangan now. 

Ho". J. G. APPEL: It is pity that per
sonal squabbles should be allowed to inter
vene in discussions of this kind. I want 
to emphasise that the hon. member for 
Burnott is ono of the most assiduous and 
painstaking repr0s0ntatives of the people 
that I have eyer met-he never takes "No" 
for an answer. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member mmt speak to the vote. 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: I am referring to the 
way the hon. member worked to secure this 
jetty, which members on both side, established 
tor the benefit of the man on the land. ThB 
hon. me-mber was assiduous in his endeavours 
to obtain it. \Ve know that his motives 
were of the purest, and his object was to do 
somr,thing to assist dwo,o who were S·ettled 
on the land. I have no hesitation in saying 
that, when the time arriYes and certain im-

Hon . .J. G. Appel.J 
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provcments are affected such as have tD be 
made in connoction with all such works, 
G rant;an will take its proper place and be 
a verv great asset J o those who are on the 
land bv enabling them to ship their produce 
more conveniently than by sending it to the 
Maryborough wharves. 

l\Ir. ROBERTS (Ha.•t 7'oou·oomba) : I 
would like ~omc infonnation fronl the rrroa· 
surer as to the tenure undPr ·which certain 
persons hold stretches Df the foreshore at 
Caloundra from which thcv get shell grit. 
I know of a case of a retui·ncd soldier who 
thonght he would get a few bags and send 
them to Toowco 11ba, but who found that he 
was on somebody elsC>'s territory, although 
there was nothing to indicate it. I under
stand that about 20 miles of the foreshore 
llave been taken up in this way. 

The TREASURER (lion. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillauoc): Fivq b~ocks of land have been 
leased at a rental of £5 a year c•ach. 

Que<tion put and pasccd. 

i\fARINE BO.\HD. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thoodore, 
Chilla(loe): I beg to move-

" That £1.643 be r.;rantc<l for '-;\larino 
Board.''' 

Question put and passed. 

PRIK'fiKG OFFICE. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodor<>. 
Chillayoe): I bPg to move-

" That £154,634 be granted for 'Print
ing Office.' " 

Mr. MOO RE (A. ubi!Jny) : I am not going 
to ca,·il at the efliciency of the Government 
Printing Office, but I do object to what 
appears to bo a ring in the printing trade 
in Brisbane which tends to keep prices 
abnormolly high. It is n''eossary for local 
authorities to get their books from the 
Government Printer, and the result is that, 
as he has prices on the same basis as the 
printing oflices outside, the local authorities 
have to pay a higher rate than they could 
sometimes get the work done for elsewhere. 
I do not .. eo why they should be compelled to 
go to the GDvernment ·Printing Office. 

The SECHETAHv FOH AamcrLn:m:: The local 
authorities would not be any better off if 
they were allowed to go elsewhere. 

Mr. MOORE: So far as I can gather, 
they would. At any rate. we have got 
quotations from outside \Yhich showed that 
we would have been able to get our printing 
done outside more cheaply than we have to 
pay in Brisbane. There is certainly some 
reason for it, and I am told that there is a 
certain agreement between the employers and 
the employees in the printing trade tD keep 
prices up, under which thev mutually give 
each other an advan1age. 'fhere is nothing 
wrong with the efficiency of the Government 
Printing Office, but, if local authorities could 
get their work done efficiently and more 
cheaply elsewhere, then it is only right that 
they should be allowed to do so, and not be 
compelled to pay more merely because of a 
regulatwn which was introduced to keep 
sonw check over the forms of the books used 
by th<'m. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodorc, 
Chillagoe): I consider the cost of printing 
is too high in connection with some of the 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

departments- I cannot speak for the locar 
authorities-but in making a comparison 
with pre-war prices we must bear in mind 
that the cost of paper, type, and labour has 
incre·tscd. Howc\'cr, I will undertake to 
inquire into the matter that has bec·n raised. 

Mr. KING (Lo(lrm): There is ano1her 
matter which affects certain local authori
ties. IV c know that the local authoritic', 
particularly those in the country, have a 
good deal of printing to do, but some delay 
is caused through the Government Printing 
Office refusing to execute orders before the 
payment of ca•·h. I beliPYe that the Govern
ment Printing Officl' does not do any work 
on credit for outeidc local authorities. We 
know perfectly well that the money can 
always be recovered. and I would ask thC" 
Treasurer to see his way clear to allow the 
local authorities. especially ihoso in the 
countrv. to hav-e their work executed on 
credit, at the Gowrnrncnt Printing- Office 
and allow the occounts to be renderc:l at th'" 
cml of 1 he month. 

::\Jr. :YIOHG \N (J!uri/1<,) On more' than 
one occa:;;ion I haYP dra"\vn attention to the 
fact that printing is costing a great deal 
mor-e than it shonld. and I have suggest('{] 
that tenders should be called from outside' 
firms h1 connPction v>ith Gov0rnn10nt work. 
and that prices should be submitted from 
the Go,·ernment Printing· Office, and then a. 
co1nparison be 1nadP. Since n1ai\:ing that 
statement I haYe been told that one of the 
~rC'.atC'~t rings or f'ombincs that exists to-da:'7" 
in Brisbane. is in connection with job print
ing, anrl that it is almost impossible to get 
any diffr-r0ncc in quotations between one 
firm ancl another. The prices quoted are 
generallv the sanw. and I belieYe that in 
son1e lrlf:.t:Jncc.:; the \York ]·~ s0nt to the 
OoYPrnmcnt Printing Offict•. and, 2fter ir 
} .as beL'll p~rfcrmcd.'- 111Pr0 is a rnargin of 
profit. This i.;; a nutttPr for ver,\' sPrion..;; 
consideration. \Yhv shculd thf'rc be a com
bination bel\ve-en f.mploycr'· and employees 
for the purpOSC' of placing excessive charge> 
on business people" \Ve all know that during 
the \Yar, s' ationery, paper, etc., reached exor
bitant prirce, but we ah.o know that therP 
has been a considrrn ble drop since then. I 
have hrtd a bout twenty-fiye y<'nrs' experience 
as a printer. 

The TnEASUHEH: You have? 

'Y1r. MORGAN: Yes. and I could set np a 
job. and, \vith very little practice, I could 
do that work again if necessary., 

The f'ErRE1'AHY FOH AGHICULTUHE : The 
hon. gen-tleman cannot work a Iinotype. 

Mr. MORGA~: ~o. The Iinotype '"as. 
just coming into general use when I left 
that calling·. 'fhcre arc a great number of 
jobs that a Iinotype c':nnot do even to--~ay. 
It is a machine that IS used more particu
larly in connection w11 h close book and 
newspaper work. Independent of that. thP 
linotvpe is a labour-saving machine, and ca_n 
do the work of six or seven men. There IS 

something wrong. therefore, when printing 
prices go un. The introduction of labour
eaving machinery should not be ~ reason 
for an incr.c-a~.e in price'". I am not 1n favour 
of any set of people, whether employers or 
employees, banding together to fleece the 
public. 

The CHAIR;\;IA"': 
hon. member is noc 
under discussion. 

Order ! 0 rdcr ! 'The 
d,•aling with the voto 
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Mr. :\IORGA"': I \Y<l> gomg to "onnect 
my rernarb, ;\'Ir. Po1lodc, to show that the 
Covcrnment t:hDu]d disr0\'01' if that 1s &o, 
pro.-idcd the Gon•rnm~nt Printing· Office is 
noi in i lee combine. I understand that the 
cvst of naner. labour, and Jnachine-r\- is set 
again·! ·e.-~ry job. • 

:VIr. F. A. COOPER: According to the job 
eo. ting sy~tcm nsed. 

:\Ir. :\IOHGA"': C'0rtain charges arC> then 
,,_,idcd lo those cosh for profit. Scvcra 1 
hon. m<•m hers opposite may have been eo I>· 

ncctcd •vith the trade more recently than 
l han• been, and if theY havP infor nation 
at their climosal, it is o~1ly ri~)1t that thev 
should give it to the Committee. 

:c\1r. Dr'\R'L\X: Do von believe Ill the 
f'fabili:--ation of indu::-h·~-? 

:\lr. ::\I(mGA~,;: I do not believe in com
billntioll::> fleecing the vuhli(' for more ih'-ln 
i;:; nece~o·,,ary. I believe in the crnployc:J 
rcceiYing \Yhat is Juc to bin1 uuder th~~ 
award of the Arbitration Com t; but when 
it is Ji~covered that a number of printPr~ 
have con'lbined to extort exCc s,~ive profit3 
from the public, the GoY!'rnment. who wer~ 
placed in their pos1tlon bc<:au::.e of their 
(If-position to trus1s, monopo1iPs. and con1-
binos, ,hould tab· steps to Jissoln' that 
combine if it is found to be actin!'\' d<•tri
meutally to the inten'sis of the people. The 
Uovernmcnt hase rnean:-3 in the Govcrnn10nt 
Printing Office of seeing whetlwr the pconlo 
arc g:._•tting fnir trPatnH"nt (,l~ not. I( a 
bn~ine~s roan has to pay 25 per ccut. n1ore 
for his priutjng and stationery than hf' FhoulJ, 
it is pao.~ecl on to the con:-:;~uncr. The con
fiUmC'r eventually pa:ys for cxcessiYe ehargcs. 
A l:J.rgp number of dneumcnt:-3 have tc bL' 
obtained bv the local :~.nthorities frolll th' 
Goven1111(•r,t Prini in A OHlce, anrl those 
boc:ies <-'UC co1nplaininr" that the ciu1rgcs 
are cx~\ssiv~ ... ,as eon1j'a1~ed _,\-ith a f(·.w. year" 
ugo. I he> 1_ rrasnrpr IR JD a po~d 1011 to 
(_;iseovcr the cost of paper to-day a~ C'Olll1)arcd 
,. ith the; cost during the ar.· and th~ cost 
of all olhf'r mattrr. portuiniEg to the 
trade. I do not wish the emplovcr to do 
tlw work for less than it cr:,te .. 'nor do I 
wish those engaged in the industrv to work 
for n, 1owcr wag-e than tl1cy arc 0ntitled to 
recc!ve, but ihe general ·opinion out;;idP 
is that the cost of sblionNv is ex, cssin'. 
nnd in the intercws of thP people gcJH'rall> 
thP Treasurer should imtitute inquirioes as 
to the truth or otherwise of that opinion. 
It mav be rwcessary to appoint q H.oval 
Con1mis~ion or a co1nmission of sonv• sort. 
That has been dor,e befo,·e. and if it \vi:l 
unable the people to get stationer" at a 
reasonable cost aftPr the printer~ have' 
received a fah· margin of profit. tho11 tho 
remarks made in this Chamber wiil cert<>inlv 
do a fair amount of goocl. · 

Mr. TAYLOR (Tl'inrl.sor): So far as the 
Government Printing Office is concerned 1 
consider its duties a re carried out v~rv 
effectively. The figures arc not given f~r 
the amount of work don:' evt'rv vcar but 
the fact that the Printing Office' sho',n a 
profit indicates that it is doing good work. 
In large \Vorks such as the Printing Office it 
is necessary that prices should not bt• cut 
dc\Yn tco 1ow. bcr ltv;c proyi:;ion has to Le 
Hlrt1lf' for deterioration of n1achin;:'lry and 
n p1acclncnts. in otdcr to bring th0 plant up 
to elate and in keeping with the progress that 
is bking place in the printing world to-du?. 
Ic is nece-sury to show a profit so that, 
v:hen thos.' repLccmcuts havo to be made, 

they haYc something to show to justify the 
further expenditure. 

Hel1'arding the statements with regard to 
pnnhng and stationery in Brisbane and 
Qu~onsland ~·c'nerally, I wish to remind hon. 
Ill('D1bcrs that there is a big cornpetition 
throuf.l'hout Queensland in these lines bv 
~outh0rn firrr1s. Southern fin11s have thei·J~ 
rC'pr.-·sC'ntatiYes coming up to queensland a11d 
canvassing· for orders, and our 111011 have to 
compete with them. It is quite impoesibic 
for our print0rs to charge extortionate rates. 
and P~'rson.ally I do not belie\ ' that they 
do. 'lhc Idea of a Hoy~l Commission is 
absurd. The Government bavc at their dis
powl a me<tns of finding out exactly what 
profit::. printers are making. This can be 
done through tho Income Tax Offic0. 
Printere, haYe to furnish their income tax 
returns, and t Jw iuformation could be vot 
f ron1 that source. :. 

The CTIAIHMAN: Order! The hon. 
member is not in order in dealing with th,tt 
matter on thi ,, Yotc. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I did not mean to trans
greos, but I thought that somothirw could 
be ·done in that d1rcction if necessarY. 

The TRE.IRCREH: Surely the hon. member 
knows that we could not have access to thl' 
inC'Ol11f' tn.x returns? 

Mr. TAYLOR: I mc:::n that the total 
amo,mt of profit made by the tr ,de could ho 
a:::.er-dained. I do not meaH that r~'ft~rcnce 
,hould be made to indiYidual profits. \Ve "'" 

l1le to g·pt the profits n1adc by t c;rtain classes 
(1f hw-.iHc~s, and it \Vonlcl be C'asily sct;n 
v;,-hcthPr an exc- ss proflt \Vas being mado in 
the printing trade. I do not believe for one 
moment that that is the cosc. I and rnanv 
oth0r hon. n1ernbcrs get printin[' done, anC! 
we t allsc the ,,trong COinprtition with which 
our local printPrs have to con1c11d. 

Qut•>"timt put and passed. 

STAMP DUTIES OFFICE. 

· Tho TREASOHER (Hon. E. G. Theodoro. 
!'hil!auoc): I beg to move-

" Tlwt £14,220 bo grntted for 'Stamp 
Duti0s Offil e.'" 

l\Ir. KIXG (Louan) : I do not know if the 
Trcasur. r .has had bis attention drawn to thE' 
statement made by ;yfr. Hertzberg which 
a ppcarcd in the daily Press yesterday re
speding tlw injury which will be doue to 
busines:;; hous ~ by the proposed cheque and 
stamp dutir•s increaee. I would like to know 
i£ the hon. gentlcn1an is going to rocciYo ft 

(1CllUtation. 
The TREAS<;RER: I suid that I crJU!d not 

rrecive a ,\0putation until thP Bill was rn·,•
entcd 1o tho House. 

;\'lr. KIKG: Kow that it has been pre
~cnt<•d, is the Treasurer going to rec 'iYt~ 
that dcputa t ion? 

The TREAST:REH: It has not yet been put 
before the Houso-onlv the re• olution ha' 
be •n \)I'C'"•C!lted. . 

Mr. KING : I undcrstand. I suppose the 
Treasurer will in due course receive a depu
tation? 

The TR!:AflliRF.R: Y os, if :tfter a discussion 
in Parliament those concorn cl still think it 
nercs~.ary to have a deputation. 

:i\Ir. KING: I would like to say a word 
or two in connection with appeals against 
stamp duty. vVc have a Commissioner of 

Mr. King.] 
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Stamp Duties who is a rcry able. officer. 
Th0re is no doubt about tha! ; but he IS a tax 
collector pure and simple" He do0s not miss 
much and possibly he may get a little 
more' than he ought to get. The pl'esent 
procoduro of appeal against the assessment 

of the Commissioner is cumber
[2"30 p.m.] some and c0stly, and I want to 

know whether it would not 
be possible to set up a sort of inter
mediate appeal board for tho purpose of 
dealing with many of those matters that 
would poFsibly go to appeal but for the 
expense involved. Section 24 of the Stamp 
Act provides for the method of appeal. It 
reads-

" _\ny person who is diEsati",fied \vith 
the assessment of tho Conunissioner 1nay, 
within thirty days after tlw date of the 
a-.;<;pssn1cnt, and 'on paJ 1ncnt of duty in 
conformity therewith, and of the sum of 
£20 as security for costs, appeal against 
the assessment to the Supreme Court, 
and may, for that purpose, require the 
Commissioner to state 1md sign a case 
setting forth th_e qu_e4ion or qnos~ions 
upon which then· opmwn was required, 
and the asseesment made by them. 

" The Commissioller shall th<'renpon 
state and sign a case and deliver the 
same to the person by whom It IS 
required, and such person shall within 
seven davs thereafter came the said 
case to b~ set down for h0aring before 
the next sittings of the Full Court, at 
which the same shall be heard." 

This cnnnct be done for nothing. It is going 
to cost a considerable amount, and, if an 
appellant is successful in conducting an 
appl'al and the asscHmcnt of the Commis
sioner of Stamp Duties is overruled and the 
questions arc answered in favour of the 
appellant, all he can get for his lronble in 
appealing is £20 costs. 

TlH.: r_rnE:\SDRER: That provi,ion \\'US passed 
by a previous Govcrnrucnt. 

Mr. KING: I do Hot uphold every piece 
of legislation vas~ed by previous Gov~rn~ 
n1ents, and I c1o not conden1n evcr~v piece 
of lcgislaticn passed b:v the present GovPrn
ment. I want to be fair, and I appeal lo 
the Government to remedy any mistake which 
may have been made in the past. I ask the 
GoYermncnt to amend this Act of Parlia
ment, which I do not think is a fair Act. 
There are too ma.ny pin-pricks and matters 
whic·h cause irritation as between tho Com
missioner cf Stamp Dnti~' and the business 
community. It does not pay any man to go 
to the Full Court on appeal over a small 
matter involving £1 or 30s., but it pays the 
Commissioner to get the money. Rather than 
go to the expense of appealing, the taxpayer 
\Vill pay the additional stamp duty. If he 
win,, his case, he can only get £20 costs, and, 
of oonrsc, if he loses his <;ase, he only loses 
£20. I am not complaining of the Commis
sioner of Stamp Duties. who has to do his 
duty according to his lights. Ho probably 
thinks certain documents attract stamp duty, 
whilst the business man thinks they do not 
attract stamp duty. Instead of going to the 
expense of stating a special case before tho 
Full Court it would be far better to have 
an independent board sC\t up to deal with 
those small matters. It wonld create a better 
feeling between the business ccmmunity and 
the Commic,,sioner of Stamp Duties, and I 
ask thP Treasurer to take the matter into 

[JL'r. King. 

serious con~ideration ,vith a view to smoother 
working between the Commissioner of Stamp 
Duties and the business commnnity. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chil/agoe): I have listened to the hon. 
JTlenlber's representations on this matter. 
Speaking off-hand, it seems to me that it 
would lead to difficulty between parties, and 
possibly result in more or less frivolous 
appeals if there was such a board. It would 
also load to delay in cases where the dnty 
obvio<ISly ought 'to be paid. It is recog
nised that a great many people will evade 
payment of dJJty if they can possiblv do so. 
rJ.1h0re are a grea!- many pe0~1le \Vhosn busi
ll('SS it is to a·ch-isc how the payment of duty 
can be ovaded-I do not say illegally-;-but 
how it can be e> aded by way of transf<er, or 
\Yhatever it may be; and the setting-up of 
mch a tribunal would lead to a groat deal 
of expense, "·ithout securing thf' adjustment 
of any rPal gricyanoes in C'onncction with 
the administration of the Stamp Office. The 
Cominissioncr, being a painstaking, capable, 
and knO\dedgeable officer, naturally is 
regarded by lhe business community, as the 
hon. membc1· stated, as a good tax collector. 

11r. KrxG: 'I'hat is his duty. 

The TREASURER: A tax collector is 
ncYPr popular, so that discounts criticisn1 
:cgainst him on that score. S'o long as tho" 
Commissioner deals justly with the people 
who come before him, no one can expect 
hll:V more. 

Mr. KELSO (Tunclah): I r·egret that I 
was not in t'he Chamber when tho hon. 
member for Logan 'poke, but I knew he 
was goi!1g to speak, and I think I know 
tho linos on which he has been arguing. I 
support tho contention that there should be 
an appeal board in connection with the 
Stamp Office, Notwithstanding what the 
Treasurer has said, he will remember that 
there is an appeal board for land and income 
tax paYers. which I understand jg working 
satisfactorily. 

The TREASrRER: After all, in those cases 
tho amounts payable arc very considerable. 
In the case of stamps it might be a matter 
of 2d. or a matter of £5. 

Mr. KELSO: Every man has a right to 
appeal. 

The TREASURER: Every man has a right 
to gd a. decision; but he must have con
sideration in a triYial matter. 

Mr. KELSO: 'I'hat applies to income tax
payers. Even in a triYial matter they can 
app<'ccl to the Board. ~V1thout refiec··mg on 
any officers at all. there Js ah ays a foelmg on 
th~ir part-and rightly so-that they should 
g·ct as much rcvenu0 for the State as_ they 
can, but when it is a question of g1vmg a 
dnci3i::>n' in a certain direction. naturally 
their decision goes in favour of the CroW?· 
No one wantR to figure In a leati1ng case 111 
connection with stamp duty or income ta~. 
\Ye know that the amount which one IS 
appealing- against 1nay be only moderate, 
but to appeal succc"fully would be a very 
costlv process. \Ve have heard the A'torney
Gnncral say that it is th<l polic!' of the Go
,·prnmcnt to trv and cheapen law for the 
P''ople. Here 'is an cpporl unity for t'oe 
Treasurer tc help to cheapen law en behalf 
of a nnmber of p0ople who have been foy 
some considerable time dissatisfied with. deci
sions given by the St.amp CommissiOner. 
Alihough tho amounts m many cases may 
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be small, yet some of them may be large. In 
the smaller cases, if they thought they had a 
g·ood case, and hr .... d son1o sp•Jedy n1eans of 
referring the matter to a Board of Appeal, 
the probability is that.thoir contention would 
be borne out. The matter is worthy of the 
attention of the Treasurer, and an appeal 
board would meet with the approval of a 
largo section of the community. In small 
matters the assessment is made in an off
hand \\ay, and it ,. ould not be a great ex
pense to have the matter decided by an 
appeal board. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPART:\IENT OF AGRICt:LTURE AND STOOK. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRIC1JLTURE 
/Hon. \V. :'\. Gillics, Eacham): I beg to 
UJOYC-

" 'That £64,607 be granted for 'Depart
ment of Agriculture and Stock-Chief 
Office.'" 

The amount required this year is lcss than 
I as'. :year's appropriation by £26,705. Salaries 
show a reduction of £555, but this is 
epparent only, ftS £1,250 ,,as prm·ided 
hero last year for the salary of the cotton 

.,pecialist, which now a]Jpeai·s under the 
"Cotton Industrv" section. Hon. members 
,,-ill notice tha' the estimates of the depart 
ment are set out in a different way this year 
from the form in which thov haYc boon 
111 e'cnted hitherto. and that accounts for the 
apparent difference. The item of " Con
tingencies" shoFs a decrease of £26,220. 
Provision is mado for the salaric·, of 119 
officers as against 118 for 1923-24. Nine new 
appointments haYc been 'nade and eight 
pooitions have been omitted. The new 
appointments arc :-One c:tdet clerk. two 
typists~ one 1ncs.sengcr, one poultry indruc
tor with headquarters at rrovnlsvillc~. hYO 
cadets at the State NursPry at Dribie Island, 
011e '"'incmatographor and ono cadet photo
grapher. The positions omitted include 
those of three clerks (owing· to the transfer 
of operutiom nnrler the Co-operatiYe Agri
cultural Prodnction and Advances to Farmers 
Ad to the State _\ d \'ances Corporation), one 
ass1stant instructor in agrjculturc, one field 
assistant. one chiof instructor in frnit enHnro, 
bro a--sistant instn1ctor~ in fruit cult.ure, 
and the cotton specialist (transferred). 
Salary f'lassification increa;;,rs are proYided 
for officers in receipt of salaries not ~xceed
ing £600 per annum, the total amounting 
to £1,720. Hon. memberii will notirL that 
a sum of £3.COO has been deducted from 
ihe salary tota] as being c·harged to rrrust 
Funds. That is in return for work per
formed on behalf of those funds by ol!icers 
in ihc head offic(", -..vhose salaries ar~~ entered 
fully to the Consolidatt'd Revenue Fund. 
Of that sum, £2,400 is rlc•bitcd to the 
DisPascs in Stock Fund and £6CO to tho 
He;{u]al-ion of Sugar C!.tnc 1'riccs Fund. 
r:rhe vote for ag;Ps. travelling exrH·nses, 
etc .. shows a rctluclion of £1.47(), but in 
r0ality this item is increased bv £800 to 
nlt~Pt thC' c~tin1aiPd an1onut- l'f'(111ir0d for 
additional travelling espenscs. hires. etc., 
of offic0r~. and for th,~ purcha-,p of new 
apparatus for the Pm·e Se eels Branch. A 
;mm of £2.270 has bPP!l transferrcd to votes 
under- the heading of " Stat(l. Farn1s and 
Cnrdcns'' to rover thL' cstirnat0d cost of the 
~Iusf'um nnd f,\tlPen's Garden. Beisbanc. The 
Jlrorision asked foe in re ";Joct of th,. 

"Dopartn1cntal Library'' and the " c;nBCllS
ictnrl Agricultural Journal" is the '3<lll1l' as 
last year. The jtenl for bursariPs :1t tho 
AgriC'ultnral I-Iigh School and Coll·-·g<-' is 
£100 les8, although, as has been rr!i't ady 
st .ted, :;;tudcnts are coining in fa:-;t as 
the)' nre going out.- Railway and 
freights, ete., sho\\r an ii,crcaso £400, 
tlw additional amount of travelline; n 'jllll'<'d 

and the incrC'asc jn fareR and fl·, · !..?:hts 
ac·counting for the extra amount n'r1 .11 red. 
The voto for " Agricultural Inf;l J'l!l'i ion, 
D(~Inc_mstratiou, FicJd, and ExlH'l'im~·tJtal 
Plot \York" has been reduced bv £500. Tlw 
Yotc for "Instruction in Coiton CultiYa
hon" is hC'ro omitted, provision no·,~. lwi 11g 

made in that re,pect nncler the nJtc' fm· 
;, Cotton Industry." " Fruit Ins1 rucj ion, 
Demonstration, Field, and Experimental 
l'lot \York" is £5(10 less than last .\'l'll'. The 
demonstration plot at Mulgeldie ha·' been 
clmed, and those established at Monal C1·c,'k 
in the 1Jpper Dm·nett district and at ~~J,·lton 
in the Calli de '\'alley, under the l' pper 
Burnett-Callide settlement scheme, haw no,, 
been transferred to the Cotton lt,,lustJ v 
scrtion as cotton resC'arch stltion.;;. Th~e 
grant to !he Council o,f Agricultur<' " 
r;;duced thJs year b;, £11.000. m:dci:>g 1t 
:v15.CDO. The Council, ac, hon. mem],,.,.,- ar" 
a\\ arc has no-..v dPcid('d to 1nake !t'\' i••:-), 
V\'hich: in a.f'corJan('t:' with the Prin1ars 
l'rorluccr' Organisation Act. will IH• -ub
sidi:-c'd by the f'rm<n at tl1c ratP of £1 for 
£1. 

The CHAIRMAN: I would point out to 
hon. me1nbors that nwnv other itenn ;:ae 
im·oh-cd in this yote, an;l I think tbt' onlv 
way out of the difficulty i3 to allow a di~'
cus'ion on cotton as wel!'on this YOtf'. Cnd<'r 
this vote the GoYcrnmcnt's policv on the 
cotton quC'stion can be discu~~,od, but the 
cotton i_ndustry itself can only be rdcrre-d to 
111 JHISSing. I do not sec hcnv hon. nwmlh•rs 
can discuss that matlcr 011 this yotc alid tlwn 
ng'nin on a.rothcr vote. I fllll nwrPh tllrO\V
in~· this out as a :3UggPstion to lwn. Ilwlllbt'l''' 

l\1r. ::"JOTT iSt({!llry): \Ve arf' yery 
p1cr: 0 e·d to hear tho remarks by the :Ylini -tt•r, 
and we arc a !I ~riz<'d with the fact I hat 
econom:v .should hC' practi~ed throughout 
r.'very LlC'jHHtnH~nt. hut 1'(";;trictcd C'xpPIHliturc 
I~ 1:30ll1Pill1H'i fttlsP C'C'OnOJH\', and ~otnNilllC? 
it i<S nJol'C· ('C'OfiOlllieal to in(•ur u1orp cxpcucli
hlr(· t.o oLtajn grC>ater cfficirncv. ~To doubt 
thi' dt'partmcnt has ber'n the· cinderl'lla. of 
the• Yarioll.-; dc·pnrtments for a long time, but 
I a1n surt~ ahLost f'Vf'l'V hon. InotnllPr is 
\-cry n1uch cJnrornf'd a b~ut a grirul1 U1'P, not 
only in Qu0cJ"land lmt throughDut ~l.usiralia. 
It is illft'rcsting to kn<n;- thnt agri('ultun' in 
Qnc•0nsland is. in ycry 1:nueh thC' smnc prcdicn.
nwnt as .agnculture In othPr parts of tho 
world. The Secretary for Ap;riculturP in th" 
United StatcB of America points out in his 
repDrt that. if the financial roward wn nl0rt
snred Uf'f'ord.ing 1o the ho1wst vi·ork of t.ho 
farmers of the l'nitcd States, they would have 
little reason to complain about their retnrns 
for the year. Gniorlnnatr'ly th0 !lnancial 
l'l'\Y<Jl'(l3 'lrc not alwavs ('Otnlll()llsurait"' '' ith 
the wcrk )Jerformcd. · an cl more especially 
i1s that the ea . .;e in connection with the fnrrn~. 
In QuePnsland we arc. in verv much the sa me 
po,::;iiion as the·r- rnp in L~\_merica. Just 
recently W0 ron;tituted a Council of AgTi
cnlture, moclPlled on the lines of ~.odiPs with 
the same ideas that exist in the United 
States of Am{']'ica. and l'alifornia in parti
cular. The Secretary for Agriculture in the 

J.lir. Nott.l 
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United States give'' fDm· of five reasons 
why there have been some failures in con
nfction with fnrming, and I wDuld like hon. 
nwmbers to pay particular attentiDn to those 
t'crtsons--

(1) OYer-production on many farms; 
(2) Cor•tinued higli freight·; 
13) :Yla.intenance of industrial wages near 

·war-tin1e level; 
(4) EcDnomic depression; 
(5) Depreciated currency m European 

countries; 
16) Inicrfcrence with efficient fuuction

in;:;· of nercssary industries; and 
(7) Unrcasonablv hig·b cc···t of distribu-

tion of som~ of tbc farm products. 

[n America a largo number of the farms 
~:ne in a ·verv 1nurh '\Vorae plight. than are 
some o£ the Eanns in Queensland to-day. In 
1913 in Ohio and one or two Df tbe adjacent 
Slat'es, from 155 farms the rf'ceipts, less 
expemcs other tban taxes, amounted to 1,147 
dollars per farrn. and the average tax was 
112 dollrus per farm. \Vhen inve;tigation 
was made again in 1921, it was found tbat 
tbc estimated i"com<> available for labour, 
profit, interc·,t. and taxes averaged only 771 
dollars ]Wl' farm. ,and tbe avenago hx 
amounted to 253 dDllars por farm. 

The taxes bave very greatly incr~a;;cd, .and 
tb" prices of tbe various con;moditlcs that 
have to be pm·chased by ibo farmfl· hav•; 
also verv much increased : but the amount ol 
moncv ~·eceivcd bv tho farmer for hls pro
duce~ is only 10 u p0r cent. 1nore. or on 
an average less tban tbe pre-war level. 
Tbc farmer, nevertheless, has to p >.y 150 
p01' cen1. 1norc than lw did in l)l'C-\var 
tin1c~ for the various i1nplen1ents and nccP_S· 
£aric"'· he uses. A great n1any peoi']c 111 

Queensland arc talking a.bout the very 
unsatisfactory state of farming generally. 
Those conditions arc chiefly hrougbt .1bout 
b:' tbe difficult:: of fmancing and marketing. 
It seems tn me tbat the department bas 
been active in a.ttcm:;Jting to discover smnc 
method of improving tho marketing of pro· 
duce by stabilising tbn prices of commoditic'·. 
During the past two years tlw dcparlmont 
Ius adopted a polic:· of pools. Tbcr·.' ~re 
<cxccptiDns to that rule, and ono exc<:;.tiOn 
that might b0 cited is cotton. Inst0acl of 
forming a cotton pool, the department 
endeavoured t•J cre:tte a monopoly. Tbo 
Govcrnml'nt passed an Agricult.nral Brtnk 
Act in the last session of Parliament for 
lbe purpose of making advances to settlers. 
I understand tbat this Act is likelv to come 
into operation at nny tim<', and I hope 
it will assist in getting over a groat deal of 
tbe trouble experienced by tbe man on t~o 
land in relation to finance, I find that 111 

New Zealand applications were made to 
the GO\·ernmcnt uncle,· a similar Act for 
adnnces totalling £12.000.000. Of tbat 
amount the Masscv Government annroved 
of advances amounting to £2.736,255. but 
notwithstanding these larg<> advances tbat 
Government came in for a g-reat deal of 
criticism for not ndvancing a larger amount 
of monev to the farmers. If tbe critics 
lbere co~sidered tbat tbe action of the Go
vprnmer.t in advancinf.r to the fanners 
£2,736 255 was 1eprebensible. how noucb 
more are the Government of Queensland 
reprehensible when their advances to the 
farmers approximately amount only to 
£100 OOD? W0 h>tY<' a number of commoch
tics in QnePnsland whicb at tbc present time 

[Mr. Nott. 

nrc elain1ed to bo over-produced. Th0r0 i~ 
no doubt that, if we could cheapen produc
tion in any way, it would tend to induce 
increased consumptiou. The best method of 
getting rid of glut:3 is. in ever~ wav to 
cheapen the cost of production and bring 
t!Je price of tbc commodity down tD a leYd 
which v. ould increase consumption. 

I would like to call attention to a matter 
ihat has come directly under my notice in 
regard tD condensed milk. During the last 
few years a gre,1'!- deal of disrusslon ha.s 
cenb'cd around thn closing ur non-closing of 
Cf~rtain condensed rnilk fat·L_;r]cs. Seyeral 
arc closed down at tbe present time. 

In t·his case, basing the figures on the 
production per case of condensed milk, tbe 
:;\fc t!0s Company operating in the vicinity 
c[ Tcjog-cola\vah at one ti1no wore paying 
15,. for the quantity of milk necessary to 
makn a case of milk containing 48 tins, and 
they were wlling the condensed milk at 
approximately 1s. a tin. Since Jhen tbey 
fta YO r·f!dnced the price which they pay for 
tbe milk ID between 7s. and Ss., but the 
cDst p<w tin of milk bas not moved much 
from the vicinitv of 1s, a tin-I think it is 
somct bing like ·lld. or 1s. at tbe present 
tirnc. rrhny a re now curtailing their opera
tions Y('l'V considcrabh-. bHt at the sa1ne time 
they an~~ still endeav~uring to get the con
sumer to pny the high price for tbe milk. 
If the price were reduced, I tbink a good 
deal uf the trDuble in connection witb the 
glut WOLJld disappear. Anotber thing which 
may affect the position is the good season" 
and tlw fact that fresh milk is becoming 
more plentiful. That must affect the sale of 
this company's products. 

There is anolher mutter that needs atteu
tion and which re')uires to be cleared up as 
soon as possible. vVe have the Department 
of _\griculture and the Council of Agricul
ture. Some means should be used whereby 
one of those bodies should be absorbed 01· 
co-ordinated with tbe other. Tbey appear to 
he two diotinct bodies and are ovidentlv 
not working on harmonious lines. In my 
opinion thmo is room for .any am{)Ltnt of 
research work to be done, but, if tbat 
research 'vork is going to be successful, it 
must be conducted on well-establisbed lines. 
with all the officers of both the Department 
of Agriculture and the Council of Agricul
ture 1vorking in a co-Drdinated manner. 

Some time ago, when the Council of· Agri
culture was being discussed in this Cbamber. 
tho S'ocrctary fm Agricul'ure appealed to 
us to wait a little wbile. It had then been 
in existence some twelve montbs, and tbe 
bon. gentleman ,aid it would be only a fair 
thing to give it anDther year. We have 
'vaitecl another vcar, and I can s.ce no 
material advantage that bas been r-eceived 
from the Council of Agricultt!re. Certainly 
the,·c has been no material advantage that 
we could not have received from tbe Depart
ment of Agriculture. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Does the hon. mernbor tbink 
the Council of Agriculture ought tD be abol
ished? 

~.fr. NOTT: The outstanding need, so far 
as I can see, is that this Counci_l should be 
altered yery much aft.er the fash1on that we 
on this side of the Chamber adYocated when 
it was formed, that is, that it should work 
on sectional industrial lines. 

JI.Ir Ho\RTLEY: \Vbat c!D vou moan bv indm-
trial .lin~s? • • 
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::\Ir. NOTT: During the last two years the 
<'hid work of the Council of Agriculture has 
bc·cn to advocate pools and then to stampede 
the various butter factories into taking a 
,·ote with a view to coming under the 
Co-operative Agricultural Production and 
Advancc·s to Farmers Act. 

The Council did a good deal in stea·dying 
up the agitation that '"<as started some titue 
ago by the ratoon cotton advocates. In
stead of the Council assisting these men to 

have eycry inquiry made, thej 
[3 p.m.] did all they possibly could to 

stf',1dy up tho agitation, ev-en 
;{oing so far as t-D ~ay to some of the cotton 
g-rowers who said they vn:ro going to war 
to the end, "Very well, war away." There 
is anY amount of roon1 for research 'vork in 
conncdi 1n with agriculture, and I know the 
dDpartnwnt has quite a number Df officers 
\l'11o are capable of carrying out very valu
able research work for Queensland, if they 
were grven th opportunity. Unfortunately 
there is no continuity Df effort. A man may 
work for some months on one thing and get 
n certain distance, and then his work is 
pigT·onholcd and he is put on so1nc other 
work. Consequently he does not g-et very 
far. The Government havP alwavs claimed 
that 1 hey were out to do their ven- utmost 
to Pstablish s 'condary industries. \Ye have 
a great secondary industry in the lps\,~ich 
woollen mills which is well worth a'sisting, 
but on account of the very high freights that 
the Gm·crnrnent have seen fit to inflict on 
thP \Y-ool growers at 1h:_' prPscnt tinlP -w8 
find that industry is suffering n'ry much. 

\Ye have quite a lHHnbcr of C'xperts in thn 
Department of Agricultun' who have been 
there for some time, and we have quite a 
number of newly-imported cotton exp'rts: 
and I would like to call attention to the 
difference in the salaric- paid to these cotton 
<>xperts and those paid to the other experts 
I1 will be noticed that the cotton experts are 
o;etting up to £1.250 a year, whereas respon
sibl<> officers of the department. many of 
whom have professional attainments superior 
to those of tho cotton experts, arc gettin!S 
very much l(~~.'!. Vt e have h,·o in1portanr, 
officers who are always in Queensland and 
who rcnd<1 r very valuable ~ l'Yice to the 
Stai<'. One is the Director of Agriculture, 
and the other is the Agricultural Chemist. 
Another important officer is thP wool expert. 
Australia - Queenshmd particuiarlv - g·ets 
rnore from the wool industJ·v tha11 fron1 anv 
othei' industry. I suppose there arc betweei:t 
'700 and 800 tvp.'s of wool, whereas there are 
probably only between 20 and 24 Jiffcrcnt 
ty:ws of cotton to be considned; yet our wool 
CXJ>ert only gch £425 a year. These officers 
should be ahle to command a yerv much 
grc~t.er .~:l1ary, and, if they 'i\'cre p~1t in a 
position to ~hO\V results for their vvork, thP 
Dep,ntnwnt of Agricultun• ,_., ould be abil' 
to a-;s]st a.!-:,rinJlturc g nerall:v to a yerv n1ueh 
fP' ~ipr extent than it has, done up 'to the 
pn•:-.ont. In speaking of thfh'O imported 
<'XJ•erts I would like to mention that recently 
in Routh Australia a Research InstiJnte v.as 
• --t.ablislwd, ard Profusor· Richat·dson who 
is >lll Australian, was appoint ·d head ~f the 
institute. Financial considerations offered no 
g:reat attraction, but one of the reasons whv 
ProfP.-.sOl' Richardson accepted this positioll 
and left the one he held in Victoria wa< the 
fact that he considered that Australian agri
-Lulture would gain fciur years' start by 

having a professor appointed who thoroughly 
unckrstood Australian conditions. He con
sidered that, if an American or some other 
profossOl' had been appointed to thut position. 
rt would have taken thre'e or four year' 
before he could become familiar with thP 
raeiouq Australian conditions. 

Some of the State pools have been success
ful ia their operation, while others have 
failed. To my mind, the method of creating 
pools to stabilise prices in Australia will not 
get ns very far. At t!JCJ best they can only go 
a certain distance, and deal with products 
which are consumed within our own borders. 
ff the Conncil of Agriculture and the various 
officers of the department would do what 
they could to endoaYour to get the Federal 
GoYernnlcnt to grant .a.n export bountv vvo 
would arriye in a few months at a far better 
system of stubilisation than wo can ever 
hope to got by the system of State pools. 

In 1871 a number of practically bankrupt 
States federated and formed the German 
Empire. By a system of bounties on ·exports 
they de,-eloped into what was in 1914 the 
most powerful nation in the world. They 
paid many millions of pounds in bounties 
to the sugargrower-. in that country, and the 
money came out of the consolidated reY·enue. 
I rcrrte1nbcr making son1e inquiries in Ger~ 
many as to how ironworkers looked 11pon the 
payment of these bounties to the sugar
growers, and the ironworkers told me that 
they considured it was good business, because, 
if the bounties were not paid, millions of 
acres would go out of cultivation. Besides 
sugar ihcy also grew ,vheat and potatoes. 
whieh helped tc keep down the internal price 
of foodstuffs. They could alm export their 
surplus products to other parts of the world, 
but thcv recognised that their home market 
in Cerr;1any wa-, the best market they had, 
and that it was to their advantage to keep 
their p<lople on the land. Most of the farm' 
in Germany are held in small areas, and 
pass from father to son. Th<' ironworker 
considered that he "as well paid by being 
able to draw his labour from the agricul
tural district,, because they supplied him 
with men who made better artisans than the 
men who could be obtained from Po1sdam, 
Berlin, and some of the other large cities 
in Germany. They considered it quite justi
fiable tlwt thev should be taxed .as iron
workers to keep' the agricultural sugar indus
try ali\·e in Germany. The particular firm 
I speak of did not make agricultural imple
ments. but thev m11de 1he ste·el from which 
a great number of agricultural implements 
were manufactured, and a number of them 
were sold directly to the men on the land. 

Recently the Queensland Government h11YO 
giYcn a good dPal of attention to the irriga
tion of largo and small areas with the idea 
of settling people on the land. For instanc<'. 
wo have the Upper Burnett-Callid<'. and 
o1 her schemes. There is, hov; cvt:r, one it.du:::. 
try in Queensland '~'hich foi' >Ome ye-ars 
r,ast has been of outstanding pro.;perit: T 
refer to the '· ool industry, to which it is 
rc;;rettable that far grcatc•r attention has 
not been given. Here I would like to quote 
figures showing the increases in tlw !lock 
totals of the "'tate during· th~ two lwriods 
of eight yeo.rs each:-

Eight years to 1014 
Eight years to 1922 
Showing a decreasn of 

She< p. 

8.243.481 
5.488 848 
2,754,533 

Mr. Nott.] 
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The CHAIRMAX : Order ! .The hon. 
me:nber has exhausted the time aliO\Ycd to 
l1im by the Standing Orders. 

::';1r. LOGA:N (J;ocky,.r): In my estimation 
this is ono of the most important depart
rr:ents witb which we have to deal. There 
is no doubt that, with the Departn:ent of 
Public Lands. it has more to do w1th the 
prosperit.y of the State than any other. 
1,,irl:'t of alL "'Ye l'Pquuc a \VJse 1and settle~ 
t.wnt policy, and thou in its turn follo·,ys the 
urccssitv fo1~ the ('norgctic PncouragcnH'nt of 
ngricult"urc, so that in dealing with this 
1·ote tho importance of agricultural develop
ment cannot be too earnestly stresserl \Ve 
knew that for some time past the Council 
of Agriculture has undert~ken the work of 
o!'ganising ihe primary industrjcs \vith the 
uL]oCt of putting the prodLtcors on a better 
fpoting. So far the efforb of this body
\\·hich should he the Farmers' Government 
--have not ber•n successful in bringing about 
lhe desired result. but, as l.ime goes on, we 
hope that something of a tangible nature 
wil! be achieved. \Vhilst the Government 
ln a sense have been endeavouring to advanc:::: 
tho interests of the producers and to settle 
big agricultural questions, it has at the 
s<1;11e time been found necess;:n·~,~ to lr~1posc 
further taxation on them. \Ye have just 
been through a series of dry seasons. and 
the primary p,·oducf'rs of to-the are in most 
cases not in a vcr;:; sound fi nanei.;-1.l position. 
It is therefore regrettable that tho Uo-cern
n~ent have seen fit to in1posc increased rail
" ay heights upon them. Ce,·tainl~-, indi
y}duall:v tlwse are not very big-. but in the 
ag-gregate these small taxcc. which ha,·e to 
be paid b.v the prodnct'r are n1aking his 
burden he a vier than he can bear. 

Rcc<•ntly there was an increase of 20 per cent. 
on the freight for wool and sheep. but. as the 
cattl<• industry has had a pretty big set-back 
on account of th•c fall in price·' since 1920. 
thC'rP 1.1;as no increase in that dirertion; it 
cPrtainlv \Yon1d have been YPrv unwise to have 
attemnt:C.d to sadr!le the {'attic industrv with 
an~· hea yj('!' burden. There \1,·as a · 5 per 
cent. iucn'a ~e on gPncraJ nroclucc, and 
pas::iC'nger fares \.YPre increased by about 7 ~
per cent. I am qnoting those figures to show 
how the prim:· r:v producer-who is the 
h~rdest hil-is going to mffer. This is an 
att-empt to impow fmther taxation on 
primary producer , and i,, just a !Jlow at the 
ap-ricullurist~ g"(\ncrall;:, r:tnd it is not a1to
~·cther nppreciatcd bv them, because they 
are not ;-·et in a position to shnd it.. 

ThP folk-wing is a con1paratiYe statement 
ot lane! occnpied in Queen"land :-

I 11 

I I r:~~~r;~~(~ ~L;~f~l~c 
! i R yrnrs R Yf•:us 

-

y ___ "_"_r._lil Area. 1

1 

of Lilwral of Labour Adminis- Adminis-
tration. tration. 

I 

ArrPs. ~~-~Ar;~~-.-- Acres. -
1006 . 263,881,856 
1914 3.)8,831,163 D2,!lJ!l,;07 
l 022 I 328,0H,542 30,286,621 

Tho~e figure" go to show that the policy 
of the Government has not tended to 
encourag·e settlement on the land. and, 
without eettlement, there must certainly be 
a falling off in the number of those engaged 
in agricultural pursuits. 

[Mr. Logan. 

The following is a comparative statenwnt. 
of area of land under crop:-

Year. Arra. 

------·-+ --------

100(1 
1014 
1022 

\errs. 
.)50. 753 
7!1~,G68 
86:3,755 

I 
------· -------- -

Inerrasc 
Ullring 

8 Years 
of IAberal 
Adrninis
tration. 

Acres. 

23~.810 

Inrreasp 
'during 
8 YPars 

of Labour 
Admini~
tration. 

A errs. 

71,181 

During th0 latter period prices have been 
higher, and. pos>ibly because of the intro
duction of land taxatiorc and other r.axcs. the 
agricuHu!"al lJOpulation has not grown to 
lhe extent that was expecte-d. 

Let n1c 11ow give some figures dealing 
with the liY' stock of the State. 

This is a comparative statement of num
ber of live stock-

----~~---1014. 1 1022. 

~~~=~ 4~2~:-i- m.ooq ~---7;~~t;,~ 
Cattle I 3,+13,010 I ii,4G5,!J,j:J j 6,\l:).),46J 
Sheep H,8R6,-1~8. 2J,12\l.D1!l I 17,n41,071 
Swine ! 138,282 16G,638 I 1C0,617 

Sllmnwri,ing these figures-

Inrrrase DecreasP 
dnring durinp: 

8 Yea], 8 Year·· 
of Liht>ral ot Labonr 
Atlminis- Aclminis-

------------- -·-~ratioi_l._[__:~tim~ 
Horse" 
Cattle 
Sheep 
Swine 

! 
2!)0,1+3 I 

2,0+2,024 ,. 
8,24'1·~~~ 

28,.)D0 

*Increase. 

2!!,00+ 
] ,490,520* 
5,-!88,848 

6.021 

These figures show the seriousness of the 
positi?n. They show the great need for the 
cxercisfl of care in the handling of this 
department. Big schemes arc at present in 
hand for tho settlement of further people on 
the land. We hope that these schemes will 
be succesefnl, hut at the same time the 
falling off in the number of live stock in 
Queensland c,nd in the acreage of land under 
cultivation is owing to the fact that thte 
Government have not developed the lands 
adjacent to existing railway line-, for the pur
poses of closer seltlomcnt. Even in those 
areas which arc fairly closely settled the 
Government have been guilty of oversight 
in not pr01·iding those settlers with faciliti.•s 
to get their commodities to market. 

It is incontrovertible that a big drift has 
taken place in tho countr} population to om· 
cities and towns. I lm,-e a statement here 
showing exactly what this drift has been. 
In the eight year period from 1906 to 1914 
the increase in the population of cities and 
towns was 52,688, or an increaFe of 23.2 per 
cent., while the increa'e in the population 
of shires \vas 104.881, or an increase of 34.2 
per cent. During the eight year period up 
to 1922 the increase in the population of cities 
and towns was 64,005, or 22 9 per cent., while 
the increase in the population of shires was 
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only 16,646, or 4.4 per cent. The,o figureo 
prove conclusively that there has been a 
greater tendency to settle in the cities and 
towns than in the country-a fact that is not 
good for the development of the country 
The cause of this is duo to the artificially 
inflated 'vagcs in the cities and e"'\:C('ssivc 
taxation. 

The CHA IR:YIAN : Order ~ Order ! I ask 
tho hon. member to connect his remarks with 
the vote. 

lVIr. LOGAN: This, Mr. Polloek, is con· 
C'erning agriculture, and I am trying to show 
that those who were formerly engaged in 
agriculfhral pun:uits haye been induced to 
leave the country and settle in the cities, 
where wages and conditions arc rnore attrac
tive. 

I want to deal shmth with thr> methods 
that lmve been adopted in appointing 
boards for the purposes of handling fruit. I 
undprstand that we arc also to have a Board 
to control our ccn'als and fodder. The 
Government. 110 doubt on the advice of 
the Council of Agricul!ure, have appointed 
c<ertain agents through whom tliP producer· 
of fruit have to Gisposc of: their crops. I 
think something like eight agents have been 
appointed in Sydney and about five in 'ivlel
bourne and A dol a id c. The fruitgrowers who 
arc consigning their fruit South have to 
rlispose of their fruit through these agents. 
The same thing applies in other centres. I 
Lad the privile"e recently of seeing a. 
letter from a gentleman who had a certain 
number of cnses of hananas io consign to 
the market. \Vhen he brought those bananas 
in he was to] d that he could not send the 
full consignment-that he could send only 
about one-third of the quantity which he 
had brought in. If the same conditions are 
going to apply to agriculture in my district, 
I know pcrf0ctly well that it. is not going to 
be manageable. Assume that a farmer has 
eight or ten tons of lucerne chaff cut and 
ready for sale. He generally carts tho stuff 
into the market on the da vs most suitable 
to him. If he is going to 'be told that he 
can only bring in one ton on a certain day 
and, perhaps. two tons on another day, those 
days may not be suitable to him. because 
tlwy may be t.he ver:' days when he has to 
cut his lucerne or plant something. 

I admit that it is necessary to have a 
Letter distribution of our corr1n1oditiP~, 
became we have often seen that, when prices 
are ~or.d, the farmers invariably rush in to 
take aclYantage of those good prices. Conse
nucntly they flood the market, and by flooding 
the market they reduce the price of their 
<'OmmCJcli ics. At the same time I think we 
shall ha>e to find some better v,ay of dealing 
with the commodities. It will not do if 
farmers are only allowed to bring in cer
tai'l quantities and they arc to be instructed 
bv the Director of the Council of Agricul
ture when to bring in those quanti tie.. That 
wrt of thing will certainly not bo helpful 
to tlw man who has, perhaps, a dozen jobs 
in hand 011 his farm. If the State is going to 
handle these commodities, it might be better 
to allo,-.- the farmers to bring them in when 
suibble. and for the authorities to hold and 
di tribute those commodities when they are 
required for consumption. The State Pro
duce Agcnc;.- is not able to compete with 
private firms simply. because it does not hold 
< ommoclitic.;. bnt sells as soon as th0v arrive. 
Private firms do not sell produce if the price 

offcr·ed is not aeceptable. They hold it a clay or 
two, and possibly g0t a better price by doing 
~o. I haye myself seen cases ·wh{)l'C' farn1ers 
l:ave sent produce (o the St :tc Produce 
Agency. and the agency has put that produce 
up and wlcl it for the prico offered. A mer
chant in the market has bought that produce, 
end n<>xt clay has got £3 10s. on hi bargain. 
Of course that kind of thing doce not encour
age i he farmers to support that enterprise. 
Whik I believe it is the policy of thB Council 
of Agricu.ltnre and the State Produce Agency 
to distribute the supplies of the producer 
mo,t evenly eo that the market will not be 
glutt·cd, I do not 1 hink that they arc going 
to gr~t any big re~ults under the present 
<;'ystcm. 

I ''ant to show just how the lucerne grower 
i,, situ3tcd at the present time. To·day there 
\\as a slight increaso in 1he market price of 
dwff. To the grower at Forest Hill it was 
worth about £4 15s. a ton on trucks. That 
flmount is by no means all profit to the 
gTowcr. First of all, there is the cost of 
production, wear and tear of implements, 
and !about. Then he will use at least 2s. 
\YOrth of benzine to chaff a ton of lucerne, 
and it '"ill cost from £1 to £1 5s. for bags. 
Then it has to be carted to the station, and 
:tftor paying freight and commission there 
i> only a bare living· left. I should have 
cow:c-cted that with my remarks on the 
freight question. · 

One could speak ut considerable length of 
t hc• dfliryin:,· industry. The hm1. member for 
Sbnl:.v touched on that matter, and that is 
mw of the industries which cPrtainly does 
require smnething in the way o£ stabilisation. 

It is unfortunate that we are not 
[3.30 p.m.] able to ally ourselves with New 

Zealand or some oih?r Dominion 
which is ,,~or king along pure]y co-operatjvu 
linr '·, whereby we could place prices on our 
cornmoditics. If \\.'C were to rntcr into ROTI1(~ 
co-oiH'ratiYf~ arrangcrnent with Nc\v Zealand. 
wr· could do som~thing to stabilisn prices. 
This is a question for the Federal Parlia
Jncnt. and I hone the time is not far distant 
"hen something-of that nature will eventuate. 
so tlmt the butter producer will got an 
adcqtwte return for his labour. 

:\1r. BRA::\'D (Burrwn): Like previous 
speakers I also am of the opinion that the 
vote for the _\gricultural Department is one 
of the most important that we have to deal 
\Yith. Queensland is essentially a primary pro
ducing country at present, and our primary 
industries are the mainstay of the State. \V,, 
ha ye Yery few sccondarv industries in 
(~uecnsland, yet I am in hopes that the da:v is 
not far distctnt when we shall be able to claim 
thri this is a vreat manufacturing State. 
The progTcss of Queensland depends a grc 1t 
deal upon the aclmini·tration of the Depart
nr 'nt of AgricnlturC'. In 1noving thP vote the 
Mini,.tcr explained the reasons for the 
y~1rin'1s inrrcn'-~" and dcrrca~GR, and it is par·~ 
ticuladv grat.ifyin·~ to know tht.t, whereas 
la~t yr~ll' it was ll('crssary to haYe an appro~ 
priation of £30.0(0 for tho relief of fanners, 
on this occnsion jt is not nocc~~.:;ar•,~ to ask 
for anv vote in ihat connection. I ~tll1 hope~ 
fLd that the pnwnt year will JWOYe to be a 
prospProus onP, and that the farn1cr ·will noi 
ne ·d to applv to the Government for relief 
rations to f'nahlc hin1 to carry on. \Vc have 
often !wen told bv the Minister that the 
department is doing· ev crything possible to 
encourage development in agriculture. It is 
true that in connection with some of our 

Mr. Bmnd.] 
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primary industric~ the dcvartn1ent is doinJ· 
all that it .possibly can; but it is regrettable 
that very few nm1 primary industries ha., J 

boon established. 
Tlw cotton-growing industry is probabl· 

the only now primary industry ('stablished 
recently, and we know horn the experience o£ 
the last twelve months that the Gm·crn
ment have practically strangled that industry 
through their interference in banning ratoon 
cott-on. Possibly wo might hear from tlw 
MinisLr when he proposes to bring in a Bill 
to lift the ban on ratoon cotton and thcrcb,· 
aYoid the loss of man~· thousands of pound' 
to the nroducers of the State, such 'iS has 
occurred thi•. year through that int0rfor'nc;,. 

'Ihe cotton industry offNs to primary 
producers in areas 'vhich do not participate 
in a very heavy rainfall a crop that at least 
IYill give thorn a return, if the Minister wdl 
earn out the promises he mado at the 
commencement of this season. Last year tho 
cotton yield did not come up to th(· antici
pations of tho Government. I am hvpmg 
that the coming year will show the world 
that, with the removal of the ban on ratoons, 
QLwensland will be able to grov: a great deal 
of ratoon cotton of remarkably fine ctaple. 
W<:o wore told when tho Minister broug-ht 
in the Act imposing the ban on r11toon 
cotton that he was acting on the ach·ico 
of experts in the employ of the Guvernment. 
Hon. member•.. on this side warned him 
that in interfering with the iudustry in the 
manner he intended he was going to injure 
a great industry. He told us that he was 
doing it because his exports had advised 
him that ratoon cotton was not a !regal tender 
on the world's markets. I do not know 
wlwther these experts can really claim lo bt• 
cvtton expert'. \Ve know that in the past 
we had one m·an who thoroughly under
stood cotton-1\'l:r. Daniel Jones--a man to 
whom the Government practically " gavc• 
the boot" and told him, after all his labours. 
that he knew nothing about cotton. It ha' 
been proved during the last few months 
that Mr. Jonos does know something >tbout 
cotton. The Government have intimated 
tLat they intend to remove the ban on rntoon 
grown cotton, bee a us~' Mr. J orws has nrovQd 
that ratoon cotton is legal tender in the 
London market. 

Mr. HARTLEY: YVc have not praYed it. 

lVIr. BRAND : 'l'he Government in depart
ing from their policv in regard to ratoou 
cotton must be acting on advice received 
from London after J\1r. J ones went there. 
I have here a report from J\1r. .J on~.. in 
London to the Cotton Growers' Union of 
Cer.tral Queensland. Those cotton growers 
have put up a magnif1cant fight for ratoon 
cotton in this State. It was through their 
endeavour that l\1r. Jones was sent to the 
old country. In reporting to that hod:· J\Ir. 
Jones said that he found that the British 
cotton spinners were only humcn, and thov 
said they would not bo swayed by the hurri
cane of abuse to which ratoon cotton had 
been subjected, just as they would by accept
ing it at the valuation of the Gov-ernment. 
They realised that a golden opportnnit:>· 
had been offered. It was noticeable, he said, 
that, whereas our experts damned ratoon 
cotton because of its harshness. the principal 
objection offered against it by Lancoshire 
•pinners was its wftne:,s. (Opposition 
laughter.) In view of that re1cort from a 
man who thoroughly understands cotton and 
.'rho is a man of integrity, it is hard to say 

f]j£1·. Brand. 

·whPther tlH~ Pxprrts here vvborn the Uover::t
n1cnt obtained from OY(~rsoas are rcaL:v 
experts at all. 

Mr. PETEREO'\r: Thev m a" be Anwrican 
( rperts, with " expert'' at c.he end of their 
name. 

:\Ir. DRA::\'D: I am hopeful that, as a 
r~sult of what has happened in thr past. thP 
Gov0rnmcnt in future will take notice' of 
what they are told from this side o£ thP 
C'ham?n,and that they wil_l accept thP ad,·ice 
""-' ofler Ill thc-ce matters m good fmth. and 
encl!'avour to conduct the affairs of thr• 
v.~rious departrnf'nts in such a \vav a~ to 
!n'ing prosp0rity 1o the State as a.~YholP. 

\Ye arc spendiug large a1nounts of 1noncv 
upon directors and CXj)Orts of all descrip
hom, yet I thmk we might be well advised 
to spe!Hl a little money in an endeavour to 
Pstahhsh new primary industries. vVo ha\'{' 
nt; coffee industry in Queensland, yet our 
chmatc is suitabk: we have no tobacco 
industry. yet our climate is suitable· we 
ha YC no rice indnstry or sisal hemp ind~stry. 
'et our conditiOns are suitable. These and 
a number of other industries might be suc
cr-- .. sfnlly started in Queensland if thc 
Achninistration gayc thern practical assist~ 
a nee. 

:Vh. HARTLEY: You want to go to Rock
hampton and see the sisal hemp failure there. 

::\Ir. BRAND: Sisal hemp has not boon a 
success because the Government have not 
assi .tcd the producers to s-row it, and they 
have had to worry along 111 their own way. 

cHr. HARTLEY: Kidston's folly! 

Mr. RRAXD: I think coffee could be 
grown successfully, and, if the Government 
gave' 'ome little assistance to the farmers bv 
sending out an imtrnctor, it could be mad~ 
a lucrativP side-line with a good numbe1~ of 
farmers. Some few years ago the Govern
ment had the ach·ice uf the late Mr. T. A. 
Bron1iley, who 'vas an enthusiast in ('Offee
'ultu:--e and knew thorouffh]y not only the 
growmg of the crop but also the marketino
and manufacturing of the product. On on~ 
occasiOn I asked the Government to retain 
his ?erYiees and secure eminent and practical 
adnce for the producers, hut without success. 
I undcrstar1d the preference he showed for 
this crop has been passed on to his son. and 
I recommend the dopa rtmcnt- to secure the 
sen·iccs of :VIr. Alfred Brr,milev with a view 
to giving instruction in coffee c~dture. 

:11r. DeNSTAX : I thought you did not 
belie' o in experts? 

Mr. DRA.:\D: I do not lwlieYe 111 sP!f 
n1ade exlJl•rts. Then~ has been HO (_'ndeayou1· 
to establish the industries of tobacco and 
rice growing, but I understand that the 
Irrigation Co1nmissioncr is going to give 
both a trial at Castle Cre-ek. I hope he will 
show the Department of Agriculture that 
those industries can be established in Queens
lam], and thus san1 the S'tato the laro-e sum 
of money >vhich has to be sent clsewh':'.ro for 
thc,c products. 

Po-.,ibly the groa test agTieultural industr,v 
wo have-the sugar industry-has been satis
factorily administered by the Department 
of Agriculture during the past year. I 
want to be fair in that respect-it has 
administered the sugar industry very, very 
well, but it is principally due to the fact 
that the industry practically controls itself, 
and the department merely gives effect to 
the dictates of its represcntativcs. Industry 
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f'Olltrol tLJ_;-: p1·oycd in this eolluection to be 
highlv successful. \Ye need to realise that 
the l~cdc ral Govcrmnout arc the responsible< 
body in the sugar industry. and I under
stand from a repmt from 1\Ielbournc that 
the present Governrncllt intend pern1anentl~· 
to stabilise the sugar industry b,- the adop
tion of the Adelaide rewlutions of the 
('ountry party, and thereby remoye it from 
political control. llnring tlw pt·esent year 
1 he clcpartmcnt will he called ut>on to make 
l'l'[P'C'sent'ltions to the Federal GoYcrnrncnt 
for tho further protc~{'tion of this great 
industrY. and I ho;w that, when the tinw 
con1es, 'they \vill spc that iho 1nost rC'·ponsible 
officer in the department is appointed to 
look after the interests of the industry. 

Ono of our groat industries-lhe fruit 
industry-has been receiYing a good deal of 
attention from the department. <What we 
want in this industry more than in any other 
is some practical sympathy from the Min
ister and the Government. If the Govern
ment arc not preparpd to give effect to the 
reports of their prO\·ed experts, and if they 
arc not prepared to extend practical sym
pathy to the fruitgrowers, i hen we are not 
going to c-tablish thoroughlY the frnit
growing industry, or at all ovents we are 
not going to establish it in the way that 
>Ye would like. I understand that Professor 
Goddard is attempting to eliminate tho pests 
from the fruit industry in south-east Queens
land, and his effo,rts de-one tho congratula
tions of fruitgrower.'. He is at the present 
time concentrating on the T;,-eed and Stan
thorpe districts. I uuderstand that ho has 
discovered thll cause of bunch-: top in 
bananns. And has aJso guaranteed to eradi
cate the fruit fly from the Stanthorpe dis
trict if given an opportunity. In this re-poet 
I understand that fifteen inspectors arc to 
be appointed for a lWriod in Stauthorpo 
during the cropping season. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The expenses will be pretty 
heayy" by the time the pests are eradicated. 

:Vlr. BRA:\'D: I hnpc that the Minister is 
going to curry out his promise to SPe that 
those in.~pt:'rtors ar·e appoint0d for tho pur
pose of endeavouring to d, •trov the cursed 
pests ';hirh arc attacking the fruit industry 
in the, Stanthorpe district. 

Tlw 8ECHET.\RY FOR _\GIUCJ:LTT;RE: No such 
promise has been 1nadc. 

:Y[r. BRAND: I understand the hon. 
gentleman haec promised thut fifteen inspec
tor, will be BppointPd for the Stanthorpe 
diBtrict. I ho,'" the Mini,ter will pay 
m·ious attention to the Pradication of the 

fruit pc•ts. In my own di>trict there is an 
area-the Burrnnl River f1ats~\vbich is recog
ni,-:cd as ono of tJ1o fin('St citrus area~ in the 
State. A fr1v ycnrs ago the fruit frcrn 
the Burrum Hive.· flats was recognised as the 
best < itrus fruit in Queensland. but that wa" 
he foro thi-. Govcrnrnent rn nlP into po\ve-r. 
That area produced heavy crops of magnifi
cent frvit, and lwforo the adYent of this 
Government the Government of the dav 
supplied cyanidin go outfits, and so the farmcr:s 
wore phced in the position of hcing abk to 
rid their fruit trees of rod scale, and other 
insect pests, ,,,·ith the result that those 
orch<Jrds nroduccd mrrgnif1rrnt fruit. To-day, 
because cf rcg-loct on the part of the dcprnt
ment. and in spite of the recommendations 
bv the in tructors in fruit culture, thc.,e 
orchard .. have deteriorated from the point 
of view of both quality and quantity of 

1924-3 H 

frnit pro<.luced. A few mouths ago the 
1\liuister wac asked to provide £400 so that 
the farmers could buy a cyaniding outfit
this wac beyond tho means of the ordinary 
farmer-so that they conld carry out the 
work which had previously been carried out 
by the department under a previous Govern· 
mr,nt. The Minister was not sympathetic. 
Ho was not prc)mred to :ipend £400 on an 
outfit which ;yould hrn·e enabled the frnit 
growor~ in that di~irict to produce a greater 
yield of fruit and a lwth•r product. 

1\Ir. DvxGTAX : Somo oi them use sprays. 

Mr. BRAND: Sprays arc satisfactorY when 
dealing \Yith smne insl'cts, but ihc cxpcrieHce 
of the Bunum Hiyer orcharclists indicates 
that you nJust go in for C,\ aniding to g·et 
the best results. I hope that duriug· the 
c-on1ing ~,oar tho l\Iinist-er will adopt a rnoro 
syn1p<1thciiu RttitL.1.de a11d will cv.:tond sorne 
practical "yrnpaihy to the fruitgrowor>:l in the 
v, ay of a,,-;ic;ting the n to <:radicatc the poe,ts 
that harac; them. 

The hon. member for Lockycr has supplied 
certain fig-ures d0~ding \Yith the number of 
'lock in QncdJ'land. This question of the 
dcCl·-aoe in the number of stock in Queens
land should arrest the attention of all hon. 
lll:'Inbers. Stock is ono of our greatest 
assets. \\'p find that during the past yeae 
there lws been a decrease in all forms of 
stock~hor:::cs, cattle, ~h(_•Pp, and swine. The 
decreases havo been-

J-T orscs 
Cattle 
Shc•cp 
Swino 

52,462 
558,549 
884,970 
28,374 

Taking the yalue per head of horses at £4, 
cattle at £3, sheep at £1. and swine at £2, 
it will be found that the State has lost in 
stork alone last ., .'al no less a sum than 
£2,828_413. This· decline in the numbers 
of our stock should bo arrested. I can 
nuito understand there being a slight 
decrease in the numbers of cattle, bnt . I 
cannot understand why any decre<>s" m 
shc0p or swine should ha vc taken place. The 
dopartm0nt aro endc rrvouring to bring about 
the better breeding of draug·ht horses in 
this St,tr. They recently purchased six 
draught sta.llions, and I hope that theie 
<>xperienco will rc•mlt in a benefit to the 
StatC>. The GoverntllPllt should seriou~b: con
sider the purchase of additional stalli~ns so 
that thf' whole St 1to can be adequately 
scn·od. I ur.clcrstanr! that coni inued applica
tions ar0 (JPing rcc0iYcd for the services of 
their stallions, "ith the remit that the 
Gov Tnmcnt have found that, instead of six, 
it wonld need t.,-onty-'ix to cope with the 
r!cmand for their senicos. I hopo for the 
sake of th,, imprm·omcnt of our draugb 
horses that the departm.nt will continue to 
exhibit ~reater sympathy. 

Mr. HARTLEY (J?i!·roy): The f'll'mc'r 
end the man on the land have certainly not 
to be thankful for the lcfthandcd wa v thev 
are treated in this Chamber hy their friend,; 
on thp Opposition benches. I alwa}s under
stood thrtt the man on the land was a h~rd· 
h<,aded, hard-muscled, and harcl-handf'd 
customer, \Yho \Vas readv t.o p:o on to our 
undeveloped landc, ar,.d carve out his o" n 
fcrtune. From tho speeches of the hon. mem
bers oppos,te. though. I am rather inclined 
to think that I haYe formed a very misLken 
idert of him altogether. 

Mr. BRAND: You ought to try and do it 
on your own farm. 

j}!f1·. Hartley.] 
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1\lr. HARTLEY: If the d,•vp]opmcnt of 
our lands is dependent upon the appoint
Inent of, say, fifteen add-itional inf-:pez:tors 
to catch the fruit-fly, and other inspectors 
to teach our settlers how to grow co!Iee, I 
do not kno''' whether we "hall not haYc to 
nppoint 1mrscs to feed and look after them 
altogeth,r, if what hon. members oppo.site 
:;ay about th:Jm is correct. 

:1Ir. KEL~O: "\Vhat about your own expcri
e:nco in farn1ing? 

Mr. HARTLEY: I never asked anyone 
to do anything for me unless I paid him 
for what I wanted done. Fancy fifteen 
inspectors to catch the fruit-flies in Southern 
Queensland ~ I suppose 110 would want 
thirty in Central QucciJ•;land, and sixty in 
the North. Anyone who has to deal with 
pests know, that he has to find out the 
specific and apply it himself. 

I want to say a few words in regard to the 
Council of Agriculture. The Government 
brought in legislation some time ago, and 
hoped by the establiohmcnl of the Council 
of Agriculture that they would be placing 
at the disposal of the men on the land 
monns by which they would be able to control 
their own industry for their own br~nefit. 
I was very muc·h astonished to hear the hon. 
member for Stanlcy say that he does not 
apprcc1ate what the Government haYe done 
in that connection, and that in his opinion 
thQ Council of Agriculture has failed. If 
that is so,_ and he is spe,aking for his party, 
I am qmte sure the Government arc not 
going to force a failure on the frrrmers in 
the electorate of tho hon. member or in the 
doctorates of the hon. members opposite. 
This scheme has cost the Goyernment a fair 
amount of money. The Government nlaccd 
an amount of monev on the Estimates 
originally to inaugurat-e the scheme, and are 
now subsidising it at the rate of £1 for £1. 

I think last year tho Council of Agriculture 
cost the Government £33.000 and the year 
before £25.0CO. That is close on £60 000 
and is a fair amount of moneY. It 'wa~ 
expended in order to put at the "disposal of 
the farmers an organisation whereby they 
could control their own industry to the be;t 
advantage of themselves. If hon. members 
opposite are genuine in their support of the 
hon. member for Stanley, thov should ask 
that the Council of Agricultu~·o should be 
abolished. 

::VIr. BRAND: The hon. member for Stanley 
did not ask for that. 

Mr. HARTLEY: No, but it was practi
cally what he meant. only he was not man 
enough to say straight out what he wanted. 
I boil down the hon. member's criticism to 
this: That. so long as the Council of Agricul
ture can be used against the Government 
the hon. member is satisfied; but the minut~ 
the advice of the Council of Agriculture 
conflicts with the political attitude of a 
number of the farmers, it is to be condemned. 

Mr. WARREN: Does it conflict? 

Mr. HARTLEY: Ko, it does not. I 
merely say that the hon. member ior Stan
lcy takes up that attitude. Because the 
Council of Agriculture did not see eye to 
eye with a small section of the farmers who, 
because they had their own private interests to 
~orvc, raised an Ufitat~on in faYour of ratoon 
cotton. hon. members opposite object to that 
Council. I say that in that matter the Coun
cil of Agriculture was acting in the best 

f.~lr. Ha1·tlcy. 

interests of the greatest number of the 
farmers and of the farming industry gener
ally. A small section wanted to stir up the 
p·st of the Primarv Producers' Associations 
against the Government's policy of annual 
cotton. Up to the present nothing of any 
tangible value has been brought forward to 
show that the Government's policy in that 
matter is not sound. I know that the Go
vernment have rcc0dcd from their attitude; 
j1ersonally, I say they arc wrong. The 
Council of Agriculture cannot be condemned 
because of their attitude on that question. I 
did not hear hon. members oppos:te censure 
the Council of Agriculture for organising 
as·,ociations to go to the Arbitrat:an Court 
to fight against the giving of an award in 
the cotton industry and the agricultural 
industry generally. Surely hon. members do 
not think the Council of Agriculture was 
formed for that purpose? If there is any 
reason to blame the Council, I think it may 
b' laying itself open to censure in that 
respect, because that is the duty of the 
political organisations of the farmers. The 
Council of Agriculture is supposed to be 
non-political, and nobody can tell me that 
the question of the fixation of wages for the 
cotton or any other agricultural industry 
can be called non-political. 

Hon. members opposite should be out
spoken, and say whether they are prepared 
to support the Council of Agricultnre when 
it acts disinterestedly in the interests of 
the farming community, or whether they 
want it abolished. Personal!:-, I think that 
the Council of Agriculture is failing to 
achieve the object for which it was created, 
simply because it is a non-political 
Council and more particularly because it is 
controlled-and the Primary Producers' 
Associations arc controlled-by men of a 
political creed opposite to that of this Go
vcrmnent. The farmers have been given 
what is practically a socialistic machine 
with which to organise their industry.· 

Hon. W. H. BAR::-!ES: With a socialistic 
loader. 

[4 p.m.J 

Mr. HARTLEY: I do not care whether 
that is so or not. Personally I do not think 
Mr. l\Iacgregor is by any means a socialist, 
or he would certainly have brought into 
operation a more effective and competent 
scheme than he ha~. I do not sec that the 
Council of Agriculture has accomplished 
anything beyond a little temporary advan
tage hy the creation of pools, which, after 
all, will fail in the last instance. The pools 
aro finance·d by the big man in the end, and, 
while they may offer a temporary ad,;antag·e, 
they do not work out to the advantage of 
the producer or the consumer ultimately. 
The hon. member's interjection is absolutely 
unwarranted so far as Mr. :\iacgregor is 
concerned, if we are to judge him by his 
administration of the Council of Agriculture 
to date. I had hoped that one of the firGt 
results of the establishment of tho Council of 
Agriculture would have been that. it "-oulcl be 
pos•.ihle to obtain the requirements of the 
farmers cheaper and of better qLmlity than i, 
the case to-day. The hon. member for Stanley 
FUJ1ports nw in a quotation he n1ade a:;: 
to the cost of agricultural implements to-day 
-that they are am·thing from 100 per cent. 
to 150 per cent. higher in price than they 
were before the "·ar. vVhat is the cause of 
it? You cannot. t~ll rn•• that it is because 
wages are so much higher. 
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:.VIr. MoORE: It is because of the high 
tariff. 

:.VIr. IIARTLEY: It does not matter 
"·hoihor it is an _\ustralian implement or 
an in1portcd implc1ne11t, you pay the f'atne 
pric0, or \vithin a fc 1.\' shilling::; of the sarnc 
prif'o. \Vhy? Hun. members opposite are 
oilt·nL I will tell thorn why. Because the 
hhol.e vf the agricultural iwplcrnont lnanu
facturing indu.3try is couirollod by a ring 
or tru~t to-clay, and no manufacturer dare 
sell at less than the fixed price. 

:.Vlr. JI.IOORE: They do not want to sell for 
less. 

?dr. HARTLEY: That may be right from 
their point of view. Does the hon. member 
support that policy? Does he say it is a 
good policy for a young country like Queens
land! 

Mr. l\IOORE: No. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Yherc the fr"rmers used 
to pay £2 10s. or £3 1n,, for a single-furrmc 
plough, to-dRy 1hey have to pay £5 10s. or 
£6 lOs. Where is the justice of that? When 
we h.,Yo a high protective tariff we should 
be able to manufacture a plough for yery 
iittlo more than it cost in 1913 and 1914. 
It does not matter whether you buy ,an 
English in1plernent, an l:unorican implement, 
or one ot the Sunshine Harvester implements, 
they arc all bound by an unwritten but Yery 
souml. agreement that these implements 
must be sold at a certain price. I know 
from per·.onal experi·ence and on inquiry 
th•tt, if I want to buy, say, a plough of 
American make, and I get quotations from 
the agents for two different American makes. 
and one of those agents quotes me £1 under 
what the other agent quotes, then the agent 
who quoted me the lower price will be in 
trouble with his wholceale manufacturing 
firm in America for a breach of agreement. 
The second man has onlv to hear of that 
transactiun-.:as I kno'v f;·on1 actual C'Xpcri
cnce with two of them-and he will be 
charged with a breach of the agreement. 
What the Council cf Agriculture has to do 
is to break through that ring, and hon. 
members opposite who have anything to do 
with the land in any shape or form know 
that that is right. They know that the man 
who is doing the farmer the most harm is 
the agricultural implement manufacturer 
and his agents. Ho is bleeding the farmers 
to the extent of 200 per cent. or 300 per cent. 

l\ir. KEr so: Do you suggest as a remedy 
that the State should manufacture agricul
tural implements? 

Mr. HARTLEY: I am just going to 
sug?-·vt exactly that thing. \Vhat the Local 
Producers' .Associations have tD do to over
come the difficulty i.' to g~t Mr. Maegrcgor 
to import first-class agricultural i1nplcments 
at the low<· t cost price and get the Govern
nlent to put a sufficient an1ount of n1Dney at 
tl>eir dispo,al to flnanee the proposal. Having 
done that, the next thing for Mr. Mac<jrogor 
-·or any other man who is prepared to do a 
fair thing in the interests of the farmil)g 
community-to du is to establish \Yorks ·'in 
Qu0endand for thn manufacture of all clas'·es 
of agricultural i1nnlcrnonts. The in1rrove
mcnts made in nea;]y all the bc6t Australian 
agricultural imy,Jements have hoen due in 
a g-reat measurt to Queensland n1echanics. 
It '·does not matter where you go to, in 
America. England, or anywhBrc else, Aus-

tralians haYo proYcd both bc·forc: n.nd Juring
the war that they are the e<jual of any oth<'r 
1nanufacturinr.: lllechanicf'. 

}h. KERR: The Secretary for Ap·iculturc 
f-lays we do not want rnore St.ate enterprise 

:\lr. FL\RTLEY: I ,cJo not think the hon. 
lllCJilber interpreted the remarks of t.hc
Minietcr correctly. I Jhink tlwt, as usual 
because of his sn1ail tnelltal calib-re) ho fail· 
to gra-') Yihnt I an1 tryin~~ to trll hin1, so. 
I 'rill tell him again that I 'vn11t J\-1r. 
~-lnrgTC'tOr and tho Conncil of Ag-riculturP 
1o iurluco the farmers to SPO-and then thPv 
will <lo vvhat I have cuzgc';tud-that thc>:: 
nre lll'ing robbGd by thf' price they lmYe to 
}.t~· for agricultnrul in1ploments, and I .vnu1 

ilH'Hl to inq;ort all the n1acllilles the farnlcr:.; 
_; ·1t for t ho next. h\·o or 1-hroc ·\·e<ll'S a ud 

ihon ~t;.rt a manufacturing cBtabllShment. 
:\'-" Dn•,:;;n: Who will find the money for 

it? 

l\fr. I-LAHTLLY: I have su~gosh:d that 
the Gov-ern:nent should llnc,n< ,, the matter. 
The next thing the0 sho11lcl do is to start 
.a di.sfri bnting agency of their oc·;n, first in 
Qnrf'nsland, secondly, in thn other States, 
a11d ~.nb~crru"ntly in Great Britain, and po;:;.:~Si
h1y appoint di:<tributing agents in America. 
I know that does not suit hon. rnembor.;, 
opposite, because the first thing that would 
happen wou!d be that the businc,,es of 
ovr dear friend.,, the latP leader of the 
Kationalist party and the hon. member for 
\Vvnnurn. would bo interfered with. 
Immediately that happened. about 90 por 
rent. of the profib of the middlemen deri,·c>d 
from the farmers would be cut out. 

At 4.9 p.m., 

:\fr. F. A. COOPER (Brnner), one of the 
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relioYed j he 
Chairman in the Chair. 

Mr. MooRE: The State Produce Agency 
v, aP. going to bring that about. 

:Vlr. HARTLEY: The Council of Agricul
hue oug·ht to ad vi "0 the farrn<•rs to take· 
over the two chce ,~ factories of the hon. 
member and get the profib· that he makes. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. MoORE: I VYiil eel! th<'m at. half-price. 

M". IIAHTLEY: \Yhat I want the fa rulers. 
outside and the Local Pro·ducors' Associa
tions to realise is that, if they ca11not use 
the funds which have been placed at the 
disposal of the organication which has boon 
creat~d to further their interests and 
ndYanr{:-n1e1H, then I fer one an1 not going 
to support much longer the granting of £1 
to £1 subsidv for the continuancn of that 
orgartisntion. u Anyone wh0 jR ~onuine kno,vs 
that what is happening to the man nn the 
land to-day is that he is being hit from all 
siclee. Ho pays anything fro'11 100 io 150 
per cent. more for everything that he 
requires on his farrn, ·whether it is an axe, 
an a.ngcr, a pJoug-h, or any other machine. 
It is th0 snmo ''"h0n hP rmnos to soll anv
thing. He has io spnd his produce on to 
the open market, and, as the hon. member 
for Lorkyer showed, h0 is caught again by 
tho rroduu~ merchant. The State Produce 
Agf~ncy Gells his produce one day at a 
cert::1 in price. and tv-..-o days after a private 
produce merchant sells the same produce back 
to the- con.-:u1ner at an increase of £3 p-er ton 
on ·what he gav0 for it. 

Mr. LoGA:or: Could they not hol·d it till 
the price wont up? 

Mr. H artleyr.1 
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2\'Ir. HARTLEY: I admit the soundn•.''·' 
of the hon. member's contention. althongh 
it 1vould bo a difficnlt thing for the StaL 
Produce Agency to hold big stocks like that. 
and, jnstcad of the price going up, it rnight 
fall and the producer would be hit again. 

I-IoN. W. H. BARNES (lVymuur): The 
hon. member who has just 1 •. umod his scat 
made a very shrol>-cl obsel'Yntion vvhcn he 
said that the fo.rmor wae being hit from all 
sidc•s. I do not know that he CYCr n1adc a 
truer observation i11 this Charnb,'r, but I 
want to point out that the bigg·ost hit is 
coining from the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRlCULTURE: Back up 
that statement. 

HoN. W. II. BARt-;ES: I shall da so. Lnt 
me draw attention firot of all to the salaries 
paid under the vote wo arc dealing with, and, 
if I mention names or positions, I v. ant it to 
be understood that I am not referring to the 
indi,-iduals but to the money associated with 
them. What is tho •. ~lary of the head of 
the Cammitteo of Direction. Thir. MacgTegor? 
\Vha t are the salaric·· af those next in corn
mand? I venture to say that no privately
run busine(;',s concerned with the samo cam~ 
moclitie' is paying anythi11g like the same 
amounts to-day. ·who· c pockets does it come 
out of? \Vhat is the amount of money paid 
to the man who is running· the banana show? 
V erv much more than is being pai·d in any 
other business. VV'h.•n vou come to wod< 
the whole thing out and discover what the 
expenses arc, you find that the whole thing· 
is a sham and a myth, and the unfortunate 
nerson who sends in his produce has to pay. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The far· 
mers outside will not accept that. 

HoN. W. H. BAR::\'ES: I am very glad to 
hear the hon. gentleman sav that, because I 
rcc •ivcd in my mail at Roma street this 
morning a letter which I shall read for the 
benefit of the hon. gentleman. I am quite in 
ord -r in tonching upon tho Egg Pool, be
cause it is referred to in th · report of the 
Direct01". The letter came from Helidou 
and ~aid-

" I an1 sending dovdl to~day by rn il 
one case of egg·,, 25 dozen. Am I bound 
to s<•nd my cgg·s to the Government pool' 
If ··o, I think it is a rattcn show. 
Thcodore wants to make some more pools 
for hi, pals to get a big salary, and then 
:vou can call Quecusland bankrupt. 
Please let me know if I am obliged ta 
; o•nd cg·gs to the Pool. If I have to, I 
will sell the fowls before I will help any 
pool under the present Government. 

"Thanking you for past favours. 

'· Yours faithfully, 
"P.S.-Last year owing to the drought 

I had to sell all my fm-.ls, but I am 
n1aking· another start nDw." 

I wrote back to the 'nitcr and told him that. 
if hP had more than 100 fowls, ho was bound 
to do so. 

'Ilw SECRET\RY FOR AGRICL'LTURE: Did vo 1 

tP!l him that it was a farmers' and not a 
G ovcrnrnent pool? 

Hoc;. W. II. BARXES: The hon. gentlo
mau krwws that the vcrv nwncy which they 
ar·e nsing to finance it CJ111C fron1 the 
Government. 

The SEcRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTURE: Do you 
object to that? 

[Jf r. II artley. 

Ilox. \V. H. 13ARNES: I am Just stating 
facts. The hon. gentleman in charge of 
those Estimate-. will be able to toll them 
all he has to say. That letter i" from a 
farmer at Helidon. If the Secretary for 
Agriculture would take the troubl" t<J find 
aut, he would find that the very legislation 
"-hich he sa0 s is in the diredion of helping 
the producer is the lersislation which ·is 
helping again and again to cripple the 
farmer. It is going in the direction of 
111aking 1nany rnon try to dodge what is being 
clano. During the luncheon hour to-day I 
went clown ta my office and a person came 
in to see me. Ho said, " During this week 
I bought in public some pineapples for ship· 
ment to Sydney. I paid for them, but after 
I bought them I discovered that I had gone 
outside af the Cammittoc of Direction, and 
that I had no right ta send my pineapples 
ta SydneY. I wont to the Committee of 
Direction, and they said, in effect, ' You 
arc a good boy for being so abedient in 
coming to us, and we wi11 allo-w vou to 
Fend this lot to SJ·dney, but please do not 
offend again.' " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vas that 
nat a very charitable view? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I thought our 
n1otto ~,Yns, " Britons neYer, ucYer, never 
shall be slave'." 

The SECREJ'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The hon. 
gentleman does not believe in co-aperation. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is not 
eo-operation. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Yes, it is. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: 1'\a, that is not 
co-operation. There is no co-opcratian wh~n 
a man is told that he can onlv do certam 
things. Ho is tied hand and foot. Co 
opNatwn ! It is gaing in the direction ~f 
absolutely strangling the industries af this 
:iltatc. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTURE: You sav 
you are against co-operation. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The han. gentle
man is 1n1tting words into my 1nouth that 
I have not used. I am a strong advacate 
for co-operation, and m:.' answer in that 
direction is that the Babinda Sugar Warks 
Bill, which is now before this House, was 
made possible because of the measure whi~h 
I introduced into this Chamber \·oars ago m 
connection with the sugar industry. I am not 
against co-operation, but I am against the 
man an the land being made a kind of con. 
vc,lience of to find bil!Ns for other men who 
are politicallv bound in a certain directio!', 
and 'Yhosc Yotes aro cast 1n a certain 
direction. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You are afraid that they 
will chop into your profit,-. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am vnr:· sarry 
to say that I have no profit.c. 

Mr. liARTLEY: I will swap with you. 

Ho::or. W. H. BARJ'\ES: I have here an 
account sales. This is what we have to do 
according- to dictaLs of the Committee of 
Direction. \Ye have to put an these 
plaster., for the man who .<ends in his stuff. 
Does the Minister ckry that those plasters 
have to be put on under a regulation which 
he has jc.;ued' It takes one of my clerks 
pretty well all day putting plasters on 
account sales in order to run this shaw for 
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the Government. I have here a letter from 
a gentleman whom I think the Secretary for 
Public \V orks has had the pleasure of meet
ing when the Minister did me the favour 
of going down into my eleciorate. The 
letter is dated 31st August. It says-

" On :v1onday I took scycntcen cases 
of pines to the boat for Sydney. The 
Controller told me that I could only send 
six. That is all I was allowed by the 
Government Director of Fruit. I a,sked 
'vhy '?'' 

The Minister cannot charge mo with going 
behind his back, because this letter requests 
me to write to the Minister for an explana
tion on the matt2r, and the reply was that, 
whibt only six could be sent, ho could send 
them so mew hero else if he liked, but it did 
not matter about all his trouble and labour. 

The 8ECRETARY FOR AGRICcL'rCRE: Y on 
would like to cause a glut to bring vrices 
rlovvn. 

An 0PPOSITIOx :\1E~\IBER: That is silly. 

Ho:-~. \V. H. BAR:'\ES: Did hon. n1<~rnbers 
GYer hear of a case in which eleven casC''' 
of fruit bPing kept in Brisbane instead of 
h~ing sent to Sydney caused a glut 'I (Oppo
sition laughter.) Thflt action is in aLsolute 
k8eping with the administration of thP hon. 
gcntlcmar1. 

l\Ir. HARTLEY: It is making you prett .. 
1varm. 

Ho:-~. W. II. BAR:'i"ES: There is ono thing 
tbat r have lcJrr,e·rl in public life-when on 
your feet to a! ways keep cool. and that is one 
of the thim;s that I have alwavs been able 
to do. At the same time :f have verv 
often been able to stir up hon. m<'mber's 
opposite. The other day there was a glut 
of pineapples in Brisbane and the as~-istanC'' 
c·f the State Prodnce Agency 1vas inYoked 
to help thP Government in the matter. There 
"as a pal'agruph in the Pr0s" stating- what 
this great Sto.te Produce .'l.g-cncv had dorw 
in that matter. l ·.vant to say 'deliberately 
that the manager is a perfect gentleman. 
What did he do? He is a wise man. He 
said, "I cannot Jnanagc all these n1y:wlf," 
and proceeded forthwith to distribute them 
throngh othPr agents. vVe then eaw thi;.; 
puagraph in the Pre>ss, ]ll'obably inspired by 
someone, that the State Produce Agency 
had come in and done all the busineso. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICI'LTC:RE : \Yho 
did it, then? 

1\'Ir. HARTLEY: He was the contro'ling 
nlan. 

J\Ir. MAXWELL: Ho did it with thu help 
of the man you call tho middleman. 

Hox. W. H. DAR"'ES: I have often heard 
it remarked that hon. members oppcsite 
want to eliminate the middleman. What 
is happening to-day? Instead of allowing 
the free distribution of fruit in the South
and that does not get at anyone in Brisbane 
-the Committee of Direction hav.e cut out 
a great number of people who U'11ally so!d 
and distributed the fruit !.here. Hon.· mem
bers opposite have talked incessantlv about 
having no knowledge of one of the· biggest 
rnonopoliPR created, and thPv are now ~r-eat
ing a, certain position in "order to bring 
one about. There is no question that they 
aru boon companions in connection with 
this matter. and the Secretary for Agricul
ture, who is in charge of this Committee 
of Direction, is out to wreck a nnm1Jer of 

businesses m Brisbane. The hon. gentleman 
will lind from the report of the Director 
ot the Council of Agriculture that t,hu Bol
shevist idea is goinc: to bo realised bit by 
bit. 'l'lwy an' to handle everything. The 
lint idea is to lay hands on as much as 
:ron can for yourself and got as n1uch as 
yon vossi bly can for yourself. 

The S8CRETARY FOR AGRICuLTcRE: Is that 
vVcbster's definition? 

Mr. lCELSO: You don't stick to \Vcbster·s 
definition. 

Hox. W. H. B.AR:'\ES: The ban. gentle
man has practised that idea in seYeral direc
tions. rho position is clearly defined in 
this report, which states that they arc out 
to lay hold of evot·y business. \Vhat hap
pl•ncd the other day? The Committee of 
Direction sent out notices in Drisbanto invit
ing tenders for all the carting of agricul· 
i vral produce in Brisbane, n1uch to the 
disgust and anno:·ance of the carton. who 
are going to get up a deputation to the 
Govornn1ent in connection ,v:ith tho 1naltcr. 
In addition to that the Committee of Direc
tion propo'3c laying hands on all gl'ain and 
oYcrything else co1ning into Brisbane. 'rho> 
\vill have a tough job. Can the Government 
not sec that, when the financial stress to 
\\hi eh I have rnadc reference to-dav i=' so 
groat, they arc helpiBg to pull down" people 
and wreck them? If that i>< a good polio/, 
then the Gon·rnment should go ahlad, as 
they arc going to do it most effectively. 

Tlw position in connection with the 
administration of this department is one 
that ,,-c haYe n<.:Yc·r seca before in tho State 
of Queensland. It is all due to the Secretary 
for AgTiculture, \vho has a goal that he is 
seeking to realise. The position is perfectly 
dear. I have a letter hero from the same 
]Jel"·On at Redland Bay to whom I have 
already referred, and he said that he was 
tolcl :hat the next time }w wanted to eend a 
c0nsignmr-nr of pincapplt.,_" he con]d :-:.end as 
much as he liked to s,, dncy, but he was not to 
~Pnd anything io Rr'i·;barlc. A frCf) a~·cnt? 
::\'o! T thought that wh0n the Government 
ca1n0 into po',.,·er ihcy said they 'vore going to 
put an end to victimisation and wore to do 
nothin!." in the way of curtailing liberty. 
This is the Government. that wore out for 
the libcrt'' of tho individual! They are 
tvinp: up people and preventing· them doing 
their business in a rca~onablo way. The 
GoYcrnrnent talk about liberty! We know 
''hat tbnt rneans :'30 ra:L~ a'l th~ individual is 
concel'ned. I ha ye also this account sales 
from the same person, who writes-

" \V ill vou interview them and see if 
they have not m a de a big mistake. ] 
am s}wrt of about 58 dozen. Here I am 
paid for one lot-

S doz. for ls. 

456 dozen at 2~d. doz,en. 

79 dozen at ~d. a dor.en." 

Mr. KELSO: What for? 

HoN. W. Fl. BAUNES: Bananas. Seventy
nine dozen at ~d. a dozen ! 

" 145 dozen at 4!ld. a dozen. 

12~ dozen at 7~d. a dozen." 

And so on. Then we come down again to 
the 8 dozen for ls. 

Mr. KELSO: How much did he have to' 
pay? 

Hon. TV. 11. Barna j 
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Hox. W. H. I3ARNES: Nothing, becaus-e 
those that brought nd. a dozen saved the 
situation a bit. It would not be fair to 
say he hnd to pay something if he did not. 
I followed the hon. member who spoke pre· 
viously, and in his references he sncerl·d at 
the work done in connection with the fruit 
fly and at the number of men who had to bo 
employed to try and find a rcmedv. Tho 
hon. me.mber evidentlv has not realised the 
ravages of the fruit fly in Queensland and 
the destruction it has effected. I am not 
an a dvocato of putting on a largo nurnb2r 
of me:1 ii l hey can be -done without, but, if 
we can attack the fruit fly successfully and 
do away with it, we aro doing a great thing 
for Queensland. 
Ho~OURABLE l\1E~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. \V. H. I3AHNES': Hon. members 
on this side of the Chamber realise that, 
unless more money and assistance is given, 
and also keen practical sympathy on the part 
of tho'c concc1·ncd, Queensland is not going 
to be sen·ed as it should be. It is impera-
1 ive that something should be -done in this 
direction. 

:Vlr. DuNSTAN: In a compulsory way? 

Ho~ W. H. BAHNES: The hon. member 
is a splendid spealwr, 'md will br able to 
tell us whether it will be compulsory or 
othcrwitc. \Ve do not hear 'his charming 
Yoice as often as we should in this Chamber. 
1 am sure the hon. member will tell us 
wmething in this regard. 

\\'hen you come to think of the possi
bilities of the North more particulady, I 
ask would it not be a good thing if we 
-could do something which is going to help 
in the direction of encoura.ging new indus
tri~'" such as coffee growing? If you are 
gomg to do that, you are going to have 
more than ono lot of eggs in your buokct 

in the development of this State. 
[4.30 p.m..] Take it from the larger 1Joint 

of view. vVc arc part of 'Aus
tralia, a fact \VC are apt to forget. \Ye an} 
Yery near certain countries. and it is cs~en~ 
tial that we should link tip as far as pos
.oible by getting a population in the North 
of Queensland and industries which will 
keep people there. If we do !.hat, w.3 shall 
ne domg something which is going to help 
Qucomlmd from a defnnco point of view. 
\Ne should cultivate all that we can of those 
lhiugs which will enlarge the possibilities of 
the State. 

The bell iudicated that the hon. member had 
exhausted the time allowed him under the 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. WARRE)J (Jl-urrwn/)(l): I do not 
think that any good organisation or goo i 
scheme can be killed by criticism. Up to 
the. p1 .sent. critic;ism of the present orgaui
satJOn m the agncultural industrv has boon 
lacking. I dcJ not think WO need to be 
unfriendly in criticising tlwt organisarion~ 
but I do think we would h>tve been in " 
very much hotter position had we, as 
farmers. criticised the actions of those who 
are running our agricultu:ral organisation. 
I do not for a moment think that we could 
have brought into operation a perfect org,tni
sat ion. I want to be quite clear on this. 
becausE> I do not wish to convey the idea 
that, had we personally had control of this 
orl!anisation, >ve would han> introduced a 
•perfect scheme. But I do think that this 
{Jrganisation started with a dead weight on it. 

I JI on. W. H. Barnes. 

VVhen the Primarv Producers Organisation 
I>ill was going thro.ugh the House I instanced 
the ca··e of the organisation in America, 
and said it \Yas a very flUalificd SUC'CE'ss 

there. I maintain to-day that in no place 
iu the world with J he exception probably 
of Denmark,' is the farmer organised to 
anything like the extent he should be. Our 
o1ganisation here has matle n1any gla.nng 
mistakes. Some years ago wo att0mpted 
to crganise tho fruit growers on somewhat 
similar lines, but \VO were going to organise 
the banana gro"·ers separately, th0 citrus 
growers separately, and the pineapple 
'gro\vcrs separately, becaus~~ their interrsts 
are so different. If the fruitgrowers at that 
time thought it as es,ent.ial to org,•nise 
sr·paratelv how n1·uch more nece.-;sarv was 
it to org~nise the different farming 'indus· 
tries separately? The sugar growers are 
organised very perfectly, Lut only because 
it is compulsory. They did not organise 
Yoluutarily. To-day they are tho only 
primary producers who ate properly 
organised in Queensland. IL·d it not been 
for the conditions in that indmtrv. the 
sugar growers would ha vo been no· better 
c·rganised than any other primary pro
<lllcE'l's. The fact is that it is a very big 
problem to organise the hrmers. The 
farmer is different from any other class of 
people. I heard some apparently slighting 
remarks bv thE' hon. member for Fitzro1:-· 
J rlo not say that the hon. gentleman meant 
!hem to be slighting-to thc <·ffect that. if 
we go on much iurther talking about tho 
farmer, \YO shall have to send up a nurse 
to him. The hon. gentleman must remvmber 
ihnt his conf'Pption of a farmnr is so inac~ 
curate, and his cont:1ct \vith the organjsa· 
tions of fanners has been so f'tnall an(l clr~ 
C1'mscrih0d. that ho rloe>< not know actual!:<· 
what he is talking about. vVo cannot get 
awav from the fact that the farmer i< the 
most difficult class of man it is possible to 
organise. That is because farmers n re not 
aLle to come togei-hE'r, but are \vorking 
separately and prodncing crops under dif
ferent conditions. There are hardlv two 
fnrms in Queensland which prorluce 'a]ike; 
the land and the circumstances aro different 
in each case. Therefore it is verv hard 
Pltlv•J' to onrrtni···' or to adopt a 'seheJne 
which will fit all ('Onditions of fnrnwrs. 
l<'or instance. if th<'l'c was a price fixed fat· 
a gjvon {'Ommodit·y. \Voulcl. Wf' fix lt n~ p-Town 
011 Gr'\t-cl;n:.:.-,_ srcond-clnss, or third-da~.s land? 
?-"ou would have to give considerably more 
lll one case then in the other. If this is so, 
we must rrroQ."niso the diffif'ultie" "\VC' haYo 
to face. Thot is thP whole difficult.. in 
connection with Jhe sehemc. Some of m:<· 
friends mny object to what I am n bout 
to sav. but I am not going to be afraid 
io critieise. and I sav that up to the pnsent 
the money that has bonn put into the 
Prim.nrv ProrllJ('f'r"' Or.:._·nnisation has bccll 
practically •· aste<.L ·what we want is a 
frank examination of the situation. vV e 
mu.st be candid and admit that the farmer 
i~ jn a Vf'I'Y barl way to-day. HP ·wou1d 
prefer to live in the citv, where thP plca;;;n·os 
and convPniPnces of life are ~nperior nnder 
present conditions to what thev are in the 
country. The organisation is· not holding· 
o·:t a brighter prospect for the man on the 
land. No doubt the Government ncq·tY, 
as the consu'!lers' partv, would he ,~j]Jj,;g 
to g-ive improved conditions to the farmer 
if thev could also give them to the con
sumer; but unfortunately the enmity between 
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thn dingo and the sheep is due to the fact 
that the <me wants to eat the other. 

Tho SEORETARY FOR AGRICl:LTt;RE: 'l'he 
,heep does not want to cat the dingo. 

?lir. WARREN: The dingo wants to eat 
the sherp, though. Between the consumer 
and the producer there can be no sweet 
reasonablenp·~s, and it is no use saying there 
can be. There c<;tn be no. happy meeting 
ground.- .If there 1s a m·::eting and a giving 
a W<l:V' It 1'· .done froln pure o·enorosity. Take 
the Commissioner of Prices. "vVhom "does he 
consid·er'! C\ot the producer-he is not thoro 
to consider him. vVhen he put the price of 
rmlk uo to Sd., who got the advantage·: 
Why, the middleman-:the parasite. In say
mg- that I do not Wish to reflect on the 
Coznmis~ionor of Pric~s. although I do not 
hehcv e m pnce-ftxmg. vYhen the milk pro
t!ucers went to the Government to ask for 
a pool, ono of the conditions was that the 
)Jt'ice of the milk-although it was a starva
tlon pr1Co~,vas to remain as it \Vas unless 
the consqrr~cr \YUS c·onsultcd. \Vhat is the 
use of talkmg of what we have done for the 
farnH,rs? vYe have done a lot for the far
mer. haven't we? If that "chomc was 
swallo',,cd by t~e producer~, it would put a 
voke round therr nccb whrch it would take 
fifty years to goi; rid of. The idea was to 
make tlwm the bond slaves of the consumers. 
The~ organisation has not been in any way 
for the bcndlt of the farmer. 

. f-In vc this consutners' Government at anv 
t!mc attempted to raise the price of commodi
nes to t ho producer? \Yhen the butter 
scheme >Yas pnt bcforr the Premier did he 
not ~a_v that the consunu~rs would ha'vo to b~ 
comrdered 1 I do not claim that the con
sumers should not be considered or that thev 
should be (•xploited, but until th2 produce!;~ 
g'<'t the actnal rc"dt of tlwir labour we are 
tlPYr•r v.oin,!?; t? help production in Qucenr-
lancl. This iS why production is being 
,.t rangled. In talkmg to the farmers we 
often tell them-I have done so-that the 
produce ag'"nt must be the servant of the 
farrnf'l: and not his n1aster. One~ \Ve n1ake 
the middl?man the_ servant of th•c producer, 
that IS. al~ \YC need. The n1oro arrcnts vou 
ha.Yc Withm rca,,onablo limits the bn'tter dis
tnbubon you will have, and it is wise for 
us to use all the means of distribution we 
can. \V e must never forget that so long as 
tlw agents are honest thry are the friends 
of the prodLrcer. \Vhen they are dishonut 
t!w.v arc a nui~ancP. I want to bo verY 
clearly _understood that our grand schem.e 
must give us control of these agents-not 
·destroy them-because, after ail, the percc'nt
ag-e they charge is so small a matt r, if thev 
":ork properly, that it is not worth cor;. 
sJClennp;. I have smd before and I want to 
emphasiSe. aga~n that pools arc not evorv
tlnng. Lrkc tlro hon. member for Fitzro:V. 

l
r.fam afrard thc·,v >nll have only a limited 
l c. 

.H 4.45 p.m., 
The CnA1ID£AN resumed the chair. 

Mr. WARREN: The pooL; will not hst 
Lut I hope they will form a foundation fo{
greater co~opcra tion. I do not expect that 
we are gorng to make better conditions for 
the producer by the wave of some magic 
wand. The farmers can only be benefited 
l.'Y orgamsatron and hard work. I am a 
farmer, and I am proud t<l be a farmer, but 
I have to confess that the farmers are to 
lllarnC> to a great extent for the position in 

w.hich they find thomsoh·n. In my own 
drstnct I attended a Local Producers' Asso
ciation meeting, but there were not sufficient 
thPro to forrn a quoru1n. That was in a 
thriving d,;irying centre. \Vhen we find 
that the farmers are not taking a sufficient 
n~tercst In their org;_ nisation we must re,..og
m D the heavy work deyolving upon those 
who take an rwtivo interest in the matter. 

Rdcrence has been made to the fruit 
industry. I do not col!Sider that the scheme 
in co':noction with the fruit industry has 
bec~1 u1 operation long enough to judge as 
to 1ts E'ncress or· othenvisc. I do not wish 
to cor·dmnn anything movinrr in the rirrht 
zlirPction. Th-oso concerned n~ay rnake oT~at 
mistakes or do things with which I d.;' not 
entirely agree, but I consider that people 
w~o n1akc no mistakes do not rnake any
thmg at all. We should give the fruit 
I~ldustry and thos_e controlling its organisa
twn an opportunrty to make good. I was 
In 1\I.clbourne a few years ago attending- to 
certam matters on behalf of the fruitgrowers. 
After stud,ving the market there YCl'V care
fully, I came to the conclusion that 'it was 
very dangerous to interfere with the agencv 
bnsines,, thcore. I believe the Committee of 
Direction has made a blunder in that direc
tion for the reason that those in the indus
trv in Mclbom'ih' hnvr sufficient capital 
bchir~d thrm to brincr in banana."' fl'om Fiji 
in spite of the dniv." I believe it would be 
,,-i~e CYC'lf t~t this PiPYPnth hour for the Corn
rnitto::- of Dir0ction to df'citle to moYc ~lo-:ver 
in that respect I have wanwd the people 
outside on this matter and I want to utter 
n warning in this Cha'n!bPr. If anY rrround 
i,. lost by this action ii will i}e;:'er be 
regained. ' , 

Some mention has been mac!<> of the Coun-
0il of Agricnlturc and the Ilircctor of that 
Conncil. The Council of AgTiculture is 
rrsnonsihlc for any rni~takes that it makeR 
and it 'houl<] carrv the i'Ci"oonsibilitv of 
thDsf' mi~t[•kes. Ij_ it is consid~red ncccSsarv 
to anlf'lCl the Jc.gis!Dtion dealing with tha't 
Conncrl. then it must be altered. It is 
nnfortm.ate that the GoYermnent do not pav 
,._nffif'if'nt attention to hon. n1en1bcrs on th(s 
f3iac ":hc·n Iegi~1:.t1o!l affcrtin~ the agricu1-
tLtral 1ndustr:v IS gotng- through this Chatn
bcr. It is a pity the)' do not pay more 
att•ntJOn to those' who h<lve >Yorkecl in the 
indu3tr:v and are d0siron' of brincrino· about 
!J0ttor C'onditions in every Dos;ibl~ 1vav. 
'rVh1.t wonld b:- n1y 11ositiovn if I entered L tt 

i rrtde union and endeavoured to tell the 
men1bers bow to 1nanag-e their bu::.;ine-s:l? 
Thc,v would know more about the work than 
'[ did. But put thoce sanw men-they might 
be OY0l" -w clcvf'T at tlwir own y;;ork-into an 
oJ'gani~ation of farrncrs '"·here thcv \Yotdd 
he 11p ag:>tin3t Jncn v;;ho ~' cr0 horn an·d reared 
in thnt industry, and the ehanens arc 100 1o 
1 thflt the men who are u<:::Pd to fanning 
,,·ould he able to lose the other men. The 
Govcnnr~ent havt' made that mistHk-P, and 
i1; is g·ood for the conntrv that thPv intend to 
rerned~' jt. 'rhcrc is 1io use bl~1ning our~ 
s'h es onl,v. bf'cans<' the fnrmers nrc to blamo 
"·' .,·ell. Neither is it any use d<'nying that 
h1c CHCUlTIStances 1.verc responsible for tho 
1 ''~'Y poor re~nonse madf' under this echem<'. 
I .hon; that the Go,·;mm~nt and the peoplo 
1nl] 1'1 ,e to the occasron so that in the future 
so•nething better will be done for the farmer. 
1.1·ho is in a vcr.~,¥ 1o;,v 1.vay at prPsent. 

Mention has been made of cvaniding; 
orrhards. I am game to say that, if an ho11. 

Mr. 1Va1·ren.] 
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membPr went to the Department of Agricul
tur·e. he could not got a definite a::;surance 
from any of its officers as to the best method 
for the treatment of citrus pests. It has 
always been that wa',', nnd there is nD im
provernent in that respect now. I have had 
experience in the citrus industry, and in 
consequonoe of that experience I do not 
h<'lie1•~ in cyaniding. The g·rcat m·ange 
ccntr0s which used cyanide and which over
cyanido·d haYe gone out of cxist~nco. There 
arc sprays which are absolutely safe to use. 
If those sprays were used carefull:v and 
periodically, wo would have better produc
ti<Jn. There a re millions of acres of land 
along our coastline and in our western arPas 
suitable for the grcnving of oranges, for 
which we have markets. If we grew 
sufficient citrus oranges, we could export to 
the old countrY and sh·ike the market at a 
time which would be absolutclv safe, as no 
other countrv would be able 'to land sup
plies there at the same time. The unfor
tunate part of it is that ono can travel over 
the country and find that many orchards 
have gone back almost to their original 
Et ate and have become centres for breeding 
pest" which are a menace to th" huitgrower. 

I ha1·e heard statements made in the Com
mittee roncPrning those highly scien1 ific men 
in the department who are {)ngaged in com
bat illg thn fruit~ fly pest. Tbcy '' 're termed 
hv ono hon. n1<'mbcr as ''-AY-catchers." 1 am sorn that any hon. member should make 
UH~ of hi::-; po~ition in this ChrnnbL•r to ca~t 
r.cflcctions on these mou. I give the :i\linistcr 
every credit for what he has done in this 
matter. There is no denying thr fact that 
he ha~ made a fon.Yard movonwnt. We, as 
farmers, recognise the noce;jsity for these 
L'XpPrts goiug- out and doing; tht~ ·work for 11s, 
because we have noYer h~arn0d ho\v to attack 
the~c wretched pests from a scientific point 
nf Yi'- ""·· Take the lnn1ch.~-top di::;oa~e 111 

bananas. Certain professors have been 
g-iving partlcular attention to thi.-3 disease, 
and there js ev-ery reac,on to hope that in 
the near future certain results will be 
obtained from their investigations which 
will be invaluable to the frnitgrowers of 
Qu<>ensland. 

I want to emphasise that throughout all 
the branches of industry \Ve must have 
exports-not a great arm:; of them-but 
highly qualified experts who can instruct us, 
We should be able to go to the Department 
of Agriculture and Stock-which is the 
Cinde>rclla of all departments-and the 
messenger should be able to direct us to some 
office where we could make inquiriec> and 
get enlightenment on these matters. I con
gratulate the Minister as far as this matter 
is concerned. I think we arc in for bright 
things in this direction, To make the coun
try attractive is the great problem that the 
Secretan· for Agriculture lns to fa'''· I 
am sorry t.o haYe to say that that problem 
is not touched at nll, but I hope the hon. 
gentleman will tackle it. 

Mr. CL_\YTON (Wide Bay): I generally 
take the opportunity of saying a few words 
in connection with this vote, because I look 
upon it as one of the most important that 
we have to deal with in the Estimates. I 
notice that there has been a decrease in the 
vote this year. Last year the amount allotted 
to the Department of Agriculture and Stock 
was £201.448 and f-or the year 1924-1925 the 
amount is £115,096, being a reduction of 
£46,352. I regret that that reduction has 

[.Mr. Warren. 

been brought about, because up to this year 
since the Country party got int-o this 
Chamber those Estimates had bec'n increased 
each year, thereby showing that the Country 
party had proved that agriculture had been 
neglected. I think that is borne -out by the 
treatment afforded to primary producers 
generally pior to the Country party coming 
into existence. Should we ever be in a posi
t ion to give effect t{) our policy-and I think 
the time is not fftl' distant-we shall increase 
thic vote considerably and allow agricul-
1-urist~ and pi'iinary producers an opportunity 
to co-operate ancl to engage in secondary 
i11dustrics. 

Before a move is made for the reductioll 
of this vote I think it \' ould be well for the 
Sccectary of Agriculttlrc to ask himself the 
question. "Aro the prin1ary producers ~c:tti:-~ 
fiPd at the present time 1 " I venture to say 
that, if he got an expression of opiniou fro1u 
the primary producers throughout the State 
of Queensland, he would find that a stale of 
dissatisfaction exists. The primary pro
ducers are not · satisried with the condition 
of affairs at present. and, nnlt!ss !he Go
vPrnmcnt do soml'i hing very different froin 
\\hat they are doing at pre'ent, I do not 
think there will be any satisfaction. 

The SECRETARY FOR _c\GRICULTlJRE: \Vhat arc 
you Sllggesting? 

Mr. CLAVTOK: I suggest that we can 
act on sound lines and do everything possible 
to give the men on the land an opportunity 
to put thPnisclYPS 111 a vel'.'\ prosperous 
<'ondition. 

The SEC'HETARY FOR _\GHJCTLITRE: 'What do 
you mean by that 1 

:Ylr. CLA YTOK: I know the S2cretary 
for Ap;rir:ulturo ha' b~,,,ll doi11g \\hat he can 
to put them in a prosperous condition, but 
the hon. gentleman gcnerallv fails in con
nection with am·thing he tacldes. \V e kn-ow 
that before he came into this Chamber he 
failed, and l am incl i1wd to think the hon. 
gellt!Pman is not getting on in a satisfactory 
tuanncr at the present tirne. 

'l'lw SECHETARY FOR . .\.GHICPL'fuRE: What do 
you mc:rn by saying !hat I failed before I 
come into this Chamber' 

Mr. CLAYTON : I ha vo it on good 
authoritv that the hon. gentleman could not 
rnakc a success of anv property he occupied 
when he vvas an agriculturist--

'fhp SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT1:nE: Bc~auso 
I would not sweat m('n as you do. 

Mr. CLAYTON: And he had to go out 
and work for shire eo:uJCils in conjunction 
with the working of his property. I under
stand it is absolutely correct that the hon. 
gentleman worked foi' different shire councils 
in the Korth. I say all the more credit to 
him for being able to do so. 

Thr· SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE · That is 
not true. There is nothing to be ashamed 
of in doing work for a shire co:.mcil, but I 
neYcr worked for a shire council. 

Mr. CL_\ YTON: As to making a living 
off his farm, the hon. gentleman was unable 
to do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIClJLTVRE: You must 
be confusing me with someone else. 

Mr. GLA YTOX: I am not confusing tho 
Minister with someone else. I am basing 
my remarks on a statement that was made 
to me. 
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The SEcRETARY FOR ~\amcuLTl"RE: You 
ehould epeak the truth. 

Mr. CLA YTO)J : Th · J\Iiuioter illterjcckd, 
and hP brought this on himself. I was going 
on to ;:.:ay thrrt the Govcrun1c11t generally, 
since the creation of tlw Council of Agricul 
tur··, have triell to .do \'Jlnething to benefit 

1ho prin1ary prod ne 'rR, and _l 

15 p.nL\ tl'ust their --·fforts \\ill be sucess· 
ful. \V c on this side kno ,,. that 

th£• Council of Agrieultur., could not achie1•0 
lwcr~dhing in the short tirnc that has dapsrd 
sir;co ds formation, but I notice that lately, 
ln conjunction vvith the F( der ... d Govc'rnn1Cllt 
it has been trying h do soml'thing to 
~~-abilise the da1rying industry, and I 
lcok to the Federal GoYPl'D!llf'nt in the 
near futur(~ to juh·oducP legislation that 
vvill plal'e the dairyn1 .. n in a heUu:.~ 
position tha11 they arr: in at the JH'l'scnt tirne 
\i JH'C''·ent thcro is 110 iudustrv in a nwre 

languishing condition than thou dairyir1g in
du~try. Some tinte ago \YC had Jvlr. Ferry 
fixing the price of butter at ls. 7d. per lb., 
and to-day :::orne of the factories in Queen;;. 
land are getting no more than ls. 4J. If 
wo arc going to do anything to enable da1rv
men to rnakc a successful living and to rom
pl)-' with the indu~trial <~vn:nd~ \Yhich tht' 
Australian \Vork0rs' Uuion tLrcatcns tc 
irnposp on them, it j:-1 P~:-ential tlwt. f:omcthing 
P]wuld be done to enable the dairyman to get 
a prico for his butter at ]pa"t l'ljual to the 
cost of production. If the ]!',,derul Govern~ 
rnent pass JPgislation crca•1ng dulr.v boan~ ;, 
and th" clair)' bo;u:ds, under agrc0n1ent \Vith 
the different Shtc'. fix the price of butter 
on the basis of the cost of production, tht•IJ 
we shall have a ccrtai11 section 011 the GG· 
vernn1Pnt side agitating forth:_' Comrni:--sjoner 
of Prices to step iu and fix the price ot 
buttN. They will H·O the m·gum0nt that 
the Government will not incr<'ase the basic 
w.ug ', and th('rcfor(' they \YilJ opposn an;; 
increase in the cost of 1 iving", and the Cmn· 
m is -ioner of Prices will hayp to r,x the price 
of dairy product'. Thl't will he dc•trimPntal 
to the dair~vrnan, cdtl1ou~h it rna:v pacify <1 

spction of those :--iitting behind the GoYPrn 
m2nt. "V\·~ e know that sonu~ tin1e ago, \vhcn 
the Connni ~-.:ioncr t1 f Prircs inh .... rfc1·cd \Yith 
the price of butter, the dairy1nen of Qncens· 
land lost no less than £242,000. 

~lr. vY. CooPEH: vYhat must the~ be !mcing 
now'? 

i>Ir. CLA YTO:\': Th,•v arc• looing a 'cry 
considerablP amount at the pre ' nt time 
under a Labour Government, and, if the 
dairymen in tho hon. memb. r's cloctoratc 
had tho opportunity of deciding wlll'thcr thr.: 
would Yotc Labour or othenvi~c, thC'v wonlJ 
elect a candidate in whom tll('y could place 
reliance. If the~c llairy lJoanls are con 
stitutcd aud the: fix tlw· price of butter on 
the basis of the cost of production-that is 
what w·c advo('atc···-and production decreas<·:-J 
jn Queensland o'vi11g to an adYcrse season 
and there is a bount ou~ ~cason in the other 
States, an ag·itation \vill be started by a 
certain section on the other side for the intro
t~ction of Southern butter if it can be im
ported at a lowr>r price than the eo t of th.o 
loc,£1 butter. You will find that that v,ill he 
the experience. as has been the case recently 
with regard to sugar. In the oth::'r Stat s 
the vrivt'S of unionists threw all the priu
ciplos of unionisn1 on one side because \VO 
wt•re compelling them to pay a decent price 
for th ·ir sugar~a price which "·ill enable 
a white man to oxisL The}' clamoured for 

cheaper black-grown sugar aud the 'ame will 
occur so far as the buttN indnstrv is con
cerned. They -do not care whet her the far
n1t.'r is 1naking a succ · ··'3 of the ind w;;try or 
(1therwisc. 

The SECI!ETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE: Arc you 
1naking that charge against the worncn in 
the South because of what Mrs. Glencros~ 
sai,d? 

::\fr. CLAYTON: Mrs. Gkncross, when she 
acid res· od the meeting, "as backed up by 
Mr. Brennan and Mr. Scullin, Labour mem
ber-, of the Federal Parliament, and Mr. 
Brennan wc•nt there with a letter from Mr. 
Charlton, the leader of the Federal Labour 
party, and said he would snpport them in 
I heir mnvcmcnt. I will only ~ay that the 
hon. gentl0rnan would do the £1n1c lhing 
if l10 was in the Fl'dcral Parliament to-day. 

T look to tho Council of Agriculture to do 
~ornnthin_g- for the primary producer. \Ve 
have advanced a laJ~ge suln of Inoney in 
connection with the Council. Members of 
iho Countrv nartv were YC"rv \vi.se vvhen 
they ml't the· Premier, in tl1e absence of 
the S••cretar~: for Agriculturo. the oth0r day, 
r:nd brought before him the necessit~ of 
•con-,tituting the Council on different lines. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTCPLTUHE: You 
\\'core about three month' behind the timcc 
though. 

Mr. CLAYTON: The hon. gentleman does 
not like it hccaueo we are alive to the 
oitnation. Ho sayc; that 110 were three 
lllonths br•hind the times when. as a matter 
of fad. the hon. member for Burnctt last 
s0~~ion, brought up the qurstion, aud on 
>nr,soquent occasione de.dt with the matter. 
\Vhen the Minister sa's that we aro three 
months behind the ti;nes, I can tell him 
that he is about nin<" months behind the 
t.irnP8, a~ he, generally i~ on these occasion,, 
(Opposition laughter.) I think the Council 
o.f Agrirull uro C<.'tdd do an enormous nmount 
of good if it \\:J:-< c~tabli.;;:hcd Oi1 the corn~ 
moditv svstcm: that ;..,, we should have 
Lo( al, PrOducers' A~soeiations den,ling \Vith 
tlJC branclws of inclustn in which thev arP 
cnc:ag-ed. For instance,' you could allo\v the 
da.irvmcn to forrn thcit· Local Producers' 
A"ociations a.nd DiGtrict Councils, the same 
with the fruit men. the ou·g men, and thf\ 
1naizc producNs all in affiliation with the 
Couneil of Agriculture. I tn1st that the 
Council of Agriculture ,vill move in that 
direction. hcc a uso I hel icve it will moan the 
Sl!CCL·3S of the organisation. When the 
Primarv Producers' Organisation Bill \vas 
intro-duCed ·wo w0r0 successful in getting 
amendmenh bencflcial io the primary pro
dncers urnbodicd ir. th<""> n1casurc, and I trust. 
that the Ministm' will s0c the wisrlom of 
ngain accepting- reeomYn0ndations n1nde by 
hon. n101nbers on thjs sid0, ~<eeing that they 
r·ome from men who have had practical 
'xperieJJce of farming. I am not going to 
'"V' that the Council of Agriculture has not 
dDne ~on1-e good for the primar.v p1·oduccrs. 
The Council has done some good where the 
different industries have bePn dealt with 
'Odionally. 

The fruit industrv is controlled by a Corn· 
rnittr- of Direction.· and rnanv of the p;rowers 
in the electorate· of the hon. member fOl' 
Cooroora have told me that they are satis
fied to wMk under the Committee of Direc
tion, with r:ortain exemptions. They flY''' 

Mt". Clayton.] 
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satisi1cd that they ha\·o been getting a fui~ 
price in sonw rcspoct;3. for their bananas, but 
they c,;:prcss dis,atisfaction with the action 
of the Committee of Direction in the 
Soutllf'rn States with regard to the limita
tion of agents. \Ve look forward to the time 
when the fmitgrowers will be able to control 
their own industry, but at tho pre,ont time 
they are only controlling it through agents. 
If we bring about a limitation of ag·ents, as 
tlw Committee of Direction desire, we are 
going to cause a .state of ant.agonisn1 in th0 
~outhern States which I fear Queensland 
banana-growers w.ill have to J!ght in the 
nFar future. The same antagonism is likely 
to he displayed towards the banana industry 
that we have had in connection with the 
sugar indmtry. I know that negotiations 
arc [;Oillg on for the introduction of Fiji 
bananas in tho South, and t!mt a d0putation 
to the Minister for Trade and Customs, 1\Ir. 
Pratten, in Melbourne the other day asked 
for the lifting of the tariff against them: 
but I a'YI pleased to <'ay that Mr. l'ratton 
looked upon the banana industrv as of so 
nmeh importance to Queensland,- in that so 
many white folk are engaged in it. that he 
g-ave it as his personal opinion that noth;n!-( 
should bo done in that direction. I hope 
that, when the matter comes bcfor·e the 
Federal Parliament, its members will listen 
tD the ad vice of the Minister. It would b•: 
a most serious thing if anything v~·erc dune 
to retard the progress of the industry, 
because I look upon it as likely to become 
in the near future one of the most imporhtnt 
WP have in QueC'nsland. Owing to the fnc-t 
that ''"e hHV0 raihvuy connnunication ri~ht 
from the Korth to the Markets af Melbotcrne 
and Adelaide, mt'ny persons will go into the 
industrv moro thoroughly than they havo 
done hitherto under the handicap of having· 
to SPnd their bananas bv water. and 
I trn.t th,, Committe' or' Direction of 
Fruit Marketing will give this matter 
most carcfnl eonsid0rat.ion and "-ill Iish.•n 
to tl1~ vicv,:~ of the gro~.~·prr:.. As I 
told them. when I cpe1wd the show at 
Pon1ona the othPr dav. if thev have a 
gricYnnce, it is their du·h not to ·~ttark the 
Mini-tor but to toke it to. him and allow him 
to deal with the qrw,tion. The possibility 
is, therefore. that thrv will call upon the 
l:on. g'f"ntlcman in tho~ near future. 

8o fa.r as the administration of the 
Disea.sos in Phnt-< Act is concerned, the hon. 
•nornbcr for Gympio and myself hnve been 
appointed to a local committee to deal with 
a disease which has broken out amongst the 
bananas in our district, and I under~tand 
that, if an OJH'ortunity offers, we aro to 
introduce a df'nutation to the Minister on 
the matter tO··day. I know the hon. gentle
man i, most attentive in matters of this 
L]e,cription, and I trust that on this occasion, 
as on othPr O'"'ea~ion~, ho '"ill give F<"'~rious 
eonsirl01",1tion to the problem. I gather that 
the dis0ase has broken out not onh· in the 
Gympic district but also in other :districts. 

The' CH.URJWAN: The hon. member is 
not allowed to discuss that question on this 
vote. 

:VIr. CLAYTON: Whv am I not allowed 
t11 diecuss it, Mr. Pollo~k? 

Tlw CIL\IRMAN: Because the Disease' 
in Plants Act is provid<'d for under a separate 
1·ot., entirely. 

[Mr. Clayton. 

Mr. CLA YTO::'\: I understood that we 
werD al'ov.cd a genua! discussion on this 
first vote. 

The Cl-LURl\IAN: No, the hon. member 
is entitled to discuss the Chief Office and the 
cotton industry. 

:Mr. CLAYTON: Another matter to which 
I wish to refer is the show subsidy. I am 
nm quitn sure whether that comes under this 
-;ote or ~:ot, hut I think the sub~rd1smg of 
agricultural societies does a great deal of 
good in country districts. 

Show societies arc spending money on 
advertising the State. and the Goverm;n~nt 
should do all they possibly can to sl]bsrdrse 
1 hem. There are other matters that I will 
refer to or, another vote. \¥hen we are 
discussing the motion, notice of whic~ has 
been given by the hon. member for ~~~am, 
r think we shall be able to show the Mmrster 
the wisdom of allowing the Council of Agri
culture to be conducted on lines more in the 
interests of the farming community. 

:\Ir. DEACON (Cunninulwm): I am very 
sorrv to sec .a reduction in this vote as com
par~d \Vith last year, because it is absolutely 
unwarranted. rrhis is the most Important 
clepn thm·nt of the lot, inasmuch as the 
v;orkcrs of the State depend to a great 
extent on the succc~s of agriculture in this 
country. I am sorry that the industry is 
not a.s prosperous as it ought to be and that 
the prospects are not as good as they ought 
to be. The general increase in the cos~ of 
on•r:vthing has seriously affected _the agn_cui
Jural industry. The costs are bemg contmu
all:c piled on to the J?l:imary producers, and 
they are not in a posi1!on to pass those costs 
on. If \VC do not get control of the markets 
to ,a ]aro·er extent than we have at the 
present time the industry is not going to 
do much bct;er than it is doing now. The 
diflicultv in connection with the organisa
tion of ·farming in connection wi_th the c_on
trol of 'Uarketing, pools, etc., IS that Im
mediately vou statt to organise you start 
10 in cm: ;onsiderable expenses. \¥hen a 
general scheme of organisation is forr;:ru
lated, there is the tendency-wh1ch ex1sts 
;n many Government . d_epart.ments-to 
increa~e the cost of administration. We 
know al'o that the farmers are a very small 
minority of the people, and, if they attempt 
to dictate to the rest of the people what 
pricee they shall pay for c?rtain com'?o~i
ties, eYen though those pnces are. fan· m 
comparison with the cost of productwn, an:J 
at the rame time the surplus produce !S 
dumped overseas at a low pr_ice, there rs 
certainlv o-oino- to be a pretty b1g row. You 
ran hai·dtv e~pect the wor)<:ing: people _of 
Brisbane to submit to that m tunes of <hs
tress, or at a timD when they can see Aus
tralian butter being sold in London . at half 
tlw prier for which it is being sold m Errs· 
bane or when any produce is being sold 
here' at a big her price than it is being sold 
oyerseae. Th01··e is certain to be a good deal 
of kick about that. The only way in which 
we can make the industry payable is by 
receiving an incren ~,cd price for the nroducts. 
I am of the opinion that. in the future the 
co.-b that are piling on the farmer. arD not 
g-oing to decrease but are g<nng to Increase. 
It is practically certain that we shall have 
an industrial award granting higher r.ates 
of pav. It is not so much the rate of wages 
or the reduction in hours that we object to 
as the unfairness of having to pay the same 
rate of pay and work the same hours of 
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inbour in all avenues of farming employ
ment. There is a good deal of approval of 
that policy on the other side. but those hon. 
members must remember that, when this 
<'xtrft charge is imposed on the industry, 
thev will have to ask their constituents to 
put' their hands in their pockets and pay for 
it as the cost of their policy. I hope they 
distinctly understand that. 

11r. \VEIR: You ask them to pay now and 
<(iYc them nothing but abuse for it. 

Mr. DEACON: All the hon. member d'Zes 
is to promise them thing3 and kocp on 
11ron1islng thern. \Ve arc building V8L'j' 
largely on some industries. There is a large 
,-oto on the Estimate, to aid the cotton indus· 
try. I do not want to condemn that industry_ 
bccauso I hav~ not had any personal experi· 
<'llCC with it, but I do know that it has been 
n failurt' on the Darling; Do"·n~ O\Ving to the 
difficulty of g·ctting la }Jour anr1 the extreme 
cost of picking the crop. The farmer is 
ask0d to take all risks. the troubles of posts 
and dry weathc-r, and to accept a return 
,...,-hicll doh3 not f'ncourngc him to persevere 
v: ith the industr~v. There is a lcs-iCl' acreagr· 
undrt· cotton 011 the Darling Downs this 
seasolt than lasr. and I undcretand that next 
vcar it will be Jlt'actiea!l,v Pxtinct on thl' 
bowns. That is bc·canse the crop do· s nm 
]lay the farmer there. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRlCFLTURE: IIow 
tmtcl' pPr lb. do thev pay for picking Oll 

the Darling Downs' · 

:\Jr. DEACO::\': It 1s paid for at a week!:;· 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICULTUHE : Can you 
tell me how much per lb. it works out at' 

:\Ir. DEACON: I could not toll the hon 
g·<•ntlmnan accuratPlv. In n1anv instance ... 
~~o attempt \Vas n1ad{~ last scai'ioli to piC'k it 
at all. It was abandoned hecans<' the wag·es 
d•cmanded would not }wyc paid t.hr farme1 
to harvest it. The position of the farmers 011 

the Darling Downs is sounder in regard to 
crops than nn~,y·wlwro else in Quc•ensland, 
because they have three or four staple crops 
to gro\Y-BJaizc, fodder, and wheat. in addi
twn to the dairying industry. \Ye have 
those main industries still to rely upon. 

I do not think the salarirs paid to somf' 
ot the officers of the department arc quite 
fair. For instance. t.ho Dircetm of Agri~ 
"nlturo, which is a Ycry important positiou. 
onlv receives a snlarv of £550. I am not 
referring to th·e Dirc.ctor of lho Council of 
A::uicultm·e, but to the Director of tho Agri
cultural Branch of the Chief Office. The 
Inspector in Pig l{aising· receiv0s: £450 a 
VC'ar, and thP Director Df Agriculture. who 
lws u rnuch more rc:;:;ponsible position, has a 
salary ,vhirh is not rnuch more. I do not vvant. 
to sa:v~· that the~ Instructor in Pig Raisin~; 
i.:. not \'\Orth his n1onfYV, but certainlv, if 
hc is wmth £450, tho Di~Pdot· of AgTiculturc 

;.; worth much more than he is paid. 
Tlwn tlwrc aro "Instructors in Agricul

ture." I do not know wbat tbcv do. and T 
\',\)tdd lik~ the St~crctary for Agriculture to 
r xDhill1 '" hPn ho rcpli0s. So far as I can 
::1-.:.rcri a in, the fal'ITI('r"' \V horn I know have not 
heard of them, and han> net seen them. 

At 5.25 p.m .. 
Tho CHAIH:·>A;.T ldt tho eh air. r •parted pro

!:?.TPt::~, and ask<,a I ·av0 to sit again. 
The rommption of the Committee w<L' 

mado an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjournpd at 5.30 p.m. 

Questions. 875 




