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:804 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

FRIDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (Hon \Y. Bertrarn, "}1a;·ce) 
took the d:air at 10 a.rn. 

QUESTIO:'\S. 
Cosr OF rvLUZE SILOS IX ATHER'rox DBTRICT. 

Mr. DE.\CO~ (Cwu·in!Jlwm) asked the 
Rc·crctar:\ for AgricnJturc-

.. 1. \Yhat vvas the total cost of n1aizo 
silos in 1 he A tlwrton cli~trict, including 
all 1naehinery necessary? 

"2. \Yhat is tlw amount of ir:;tu-est 
and redcn1ption payable each year! 

" 3. \Yhat is the total storagP capacity 
of ~ilos? 

"4. \Yhat is the aYerag0 rctnra of 
maizo crop.-. in .l\tll(•rton rlistl·ict over 
,vcars 1920. 1921, 1922, 1923 '?" 

The Sl•:CIH;TARY Ji(!R AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \V. :\'. Gillies, Ear ha m), rcrJlicd-

" 1. Final payments have not yet been 
mad·•, the Ncction JCot being conmlcted, 
bnt the estimated cost. inclu;Jing r"rrilway 
cn:unPC"tion, ·warehouse af',~o •nrnodution, 
weighbridge'. de., i; £69.100. 

"2. £6,973 15s. 
•· 3. About 400 000 
"4.-

1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 

bnshc1s. 
Bushels pc••· 

43.12 
29.61 
35.49 
42.94" 

acre. 

Ixoo,rE TAx ~"~!ENf'1IEI>T Acr OF 1~23-
TAX.\TlON OF lxTEREST ox GoYElDD'ENT 
LOANS. 

:\Ir. TAYLOR (H'indsor), for l\Ir. Elphin· 
~io110~ UT1t_l:), asked the Treasurer-

" In reference to the provi.:;ion made 
in the Inconw Tax Act Amendment Bill 
of 1923 to bring the intc•n·"t c,n Govern­
ment loans within the ambit of taxation, 
what is preventing a Proclamation bPing 
made to v.;-ivo effl'et to this provision?" 

The TEEASUREH (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillago,) replied-

,, This is a matter for uniform action 
by the senral States. The subjc•ct is 
under considetation, bnt a decision has 
uot yet been arrived at." 

vVATER St:PPLY A;,;n TREAT}fENT OF l'.HIENTS 
AT LAZARET. 

iiir. MOO RE (A ubigny) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 1. What wore the dimensions, depth. 
and cost of the well recently sunk at 
the Lazaret? 

"2. IR it a fact that for long periods 
thcr0 has been a Fhortagc of wator at 
the Lazaret for bathing purposes. and 
what has been the position in this Iegard 
dnring the past t \ o yean? 

"3. Is it a fact that the water supply 
for consun1ption and <'ooking is also 
iusufliciont-(a) In the malo division; 
(b) i11 the female divisiou'! 

"4. Are fresh green vf'gctables now 
supplir d onlj twice ,,, oek!Y? 

" 5. h the storP kept s:Jfficiently well 
etockcd to meet all reasonable require. 
ments of th~ patients' 

"6. Is it a fact that recently the 
supply of injection ampoules ran out 
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and that patients were unable to obtain 
treatment? 

" 7. If eo, has the necessary treatment 
yet been made available to patients, and 
has r.ction been taken to obviate such 
an occurrence ·in the future?" 

The H011E SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop­
ford, .Mount J[organ) replied-

" 1. 4 feet 6 inclws by 3 fed; depth, 
15 feet; cost of new well, £gr, 10s. 4d. 

" 2. Thew was a shortage of water 
for bathing purposes at the Lazaret 
towards the end of the recent long 
drought. Durintl" the past two years, 
owing to dronghty conditions, aYailable 
supplies had perforce to be U'·ed with 
care. 

"3. \Vater supply for consumption and 
cooking at present plentiful both in the 
n1ale division and fmnale divi::;ion. rThis 
supply depends on rainfall, being stored 
in tanks. 

" 4. Fresh green vegetables hvice 
weekly, Tuesday and FriJav: fruit 
weekly, Tuesday; daily i.ssne ·of vpge­
tables to patients. 

" 5. The store is kept sufficiently well 
stocked with necessarv food,tuffs for all 
reasonable requin,ments, whilct supplies 
of clothing, blankets, etc .. arc furnished 
as requestccl, so as to sa-feguard a6ainst 
ravages by silverfish, etc. 

"6. Supplies of injection ampoules 
were only exhausted on the 8th instant, 
and Calcutta, on 1st A.ugust, 1924, adyiscd 
100 boxes, each containing 12 ampoules, 
bemg forwarded lirst parcel mail. This 
supply should reach Brisb>tnc anv day. 
In the meantime. an ample supply of 
the drug in tabloid form is available 
and is being used. 

" 7. '~'rcai 1~1eni, v·ith the exc0ption of 
recent lllJP('tion~. has bf~en al·wn va avail­
able, and to obviate anv fniut:e 'hart­
age, du0 to delav in obiaininu dPliv<~rY 
from India, largCr quautitic~ ~'lre lJeing 
ordered." 

BLIND, DEAF, A;'\D DU:\lB CHIL­
DRE:\''S I='!STRUCTIO=" BILL. 

INITIATIO::<i. 

Th.:> HOME SECRET • .\RY IIIon. J. Stop­
ford, M~ aunt Ji organ): I beg to move-

" That the House will. at its next 
:-:.itting. resolvt~ ii:;:f'lf into. a Con1mitteo 
of the \Vholc to considPr of the desirable­
ne::;::; of introducing a Bill to ntakc 
brtt r provi.,ion for tho in:-:tl'netion of 
ldind, deaL and dumb children in 
Qucpnsland." 

Question put and passe-cl. 

BABIXDA Sl:~GAR WORKS BILL. 
INITIATIO::<i. 

The TREAlol:HER (l:on. E. G. Theodore, 
Clti/lrtuo•'): I beg to rnoyc-

" Thnl the Hou c. \\ill, this dav rc3olve 
it,<'lf ino a c~:n,nitt "" of tl;~ \Yhoie 
to coneidt>r of the dc'irahlen<>ss of intro­
-ducing a Bill to a nthoriso the transfer 
of thC' Babincla Sugar \Yorks front tho 
Cor,wr=1t.ion of t1H' Treasurer to a corn~ 
]Hln·, or a~~ociation, and for other consc­
quP;ltird purpoSCi3." 

Quution put and passed. 

CO:YIMO:'\WEALTH A:\'D STATE I::'\COME. 
TAXES AGREEMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore. 
Chillauoe): I beg to move-

" That the House will, thie day, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the \Yhole· 
to cc.nsider of the desirableness of intro­
ducing a Bill to ratify and confirm an 
atp·eeJt!ent n1ade bet\Yecn the Conunon­
>Yl'alth of Australia and the State of 
Queensland relating to the a·:sessn1ent 
and collection of Commonwealth Income 
Tax and State Income Tax bv one 
agency, and for other incidental pur­
poses." 

Qw'stion put and passed. 

CITY OF BRISBANE BILL 

INITIATION. 

Tho HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop­
ford, Jfount Jforuan): I beg to move-

" That the Home will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Cornmittee· 
of the Whole to coneid{·r of the desirable­
nos.:; of introducing a Bill for the good'. 
go,·ernment of the City of Brisbane." 

Qucsi ion put and passed. 

SEWERAGE OF METROPOLITAX AREA. 

:VIr. KERR (Enoyucra): I beg to move-
" That in the opinion of thi,.; IIouse 

it is desirable to amend thE' :\Ictro­
politan \Vater Supply and Sewerage· 
Act~. :).909-1923, to make provision where­
by the ratepayers nwy ha ye a great ·1 .. 

opportunity of securing better result>.. 
in relation to the Sewerage of the ~lci ro­
politan Area." 

It mM be said that this particular ftmc­
tion ie "outside the jurisdiction of Parlia­
ment. particularly for the reason th"t 1 he 
JWrwnnPl of the Board connected 1nti1 tLE, 
SP\\~erage of Brisbane is elected by the 
sv.•tem of adult franchise-a popular vote. 
\\:"hilst that argument n1ay be used, we 
must remcmbm· that Parliament tn-<la_. 
provides the sinews and also the lcgis1at:ion· 
under which this Board operates. 

ThPsc two factors wHe taken into con­
sideration whe>n this motion \Vas first mooted 
bv mveelf. The \Yater and Sewerage Board· 
contr~ls th" most important undertaking in 
ihc metropolitan area. It is also the most· 
cosily. with the C'<C<'ption of the railways. 
Public attPntion has not vet becm focussed 
on the financial position o.f this Board par­
iicularly. for the reason that the public hanJ· 
not yet been called upon to pay. I YC'nttn:c 
to ;.av that, when the attention of the pnLlw 
ic focu·-sc{f on tlw financial position of the 
Board, thNe will be many heart-burnings. 
in regard to the >Yholc functioning of the 
Boarcf and the operations which to date thc,­
hayc carried out. I want io lend force to 
lll~Y argnrnPnt in r£'gard to this ma-tt.Pr b~· 
drawing attention to tl>.e fact that SO per 
cent. of the reyenue collected by the Board.' 
i, contributed by neople who own land of a 
Yalue between £20 and £300. and th•' 
rctnainlng 20 per rent. of the - reyenue i:-:. 
contributed by people who own land of a 
Yalue hctw<'e~ £300 and £65 000. \Ve haye· 
to realise that there arc 39.000 householders. 
wh'l pay £168,000 a year in water rates,. 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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while 4.400 householders pay £68,000 a year 
in rates. That shows that what we arc 
·discussing to-Jay is going to affect po~sibly 
ever;; person in this community-tl:at it is a 
-question affecting the \vhole of the popula­
tion of the metropolitan area. and chiefly 
the man on the basic wage. That is one of 
the important factors that \VC must consider 
in regard to the SC\Yerage scho:uc. 
'· Hansard " \vill disclose the fad that the 
Hon. IV, I-I. Barnes, th-n Secretary for 
Public IYorb, piloted the :\lctropolitan 
IV at er Supply and Sewerage Boarcl Bill 
-through this House at the end of 1909. Some 
·o£ his remarks at that time arc applicable 
-to-day. He had this to say-

'' The Brisbane ~,1nita1·y svstcm '1\,LS a. 
disgrace to such a large '('on'ununity. '' 

The Bill comtitutPd " Boarcl to be elected 
by the ratepayers. Subsequently. in 1921, 
the Government al tercel the franchise to the 
popular vote. That anhndment of the fran­
chise only nu:ant one thinf~-that between 
20,000 and 90.000 Yoters are re-ponsible for 
electing the Boaro, while half that number 
nave to foot the bill. To my thinkicg the 
popular vote is un-wise jn connertion with a 
body such ll" the Motropoliton Water Supply 
-and Sewerage Board. The results achiPYcd 
have been the direct op:>Osite to what was 
Bxpectecl. It is impossible to get the b<·'t 
results under the pre .. ent method of electing 
that Board. It seems to me to be incon­
-<'eivable that a numbN of men elected on 
the popular vote, and only me.cting at 
intervals, can carry out the work· in the 
most efficient manner_ \V e know that it is 
impossible. in connection with an undertak­
ing of such a seientific nature, for a number 
-of men elected 0.1 th<' popular vote to carry 
out the work properly. I am not criticising 
the ability of the men or their experience. 
They may be men of experience and ability, 
but they cannot pocsibly, by meeting once a 
week or twice a week. decide factors con­
nected with such a scheme. The onlY wav 
in which this scheme can be handled pro­
perly is by the appointment of a commis­
sion of expert men who \vill give their 
whole time and their concentrated attention 
Lo the scheme. 

It is the only possible way in which we 
can secure results. Under the popular fran­
<>hise ~·Du do not g('t Uw {:]u.::s of n11~n v ho 
are ahio to give the very l··;~t s0rvirc 1o the 
JWoplo. Those men may in certain direc­
tions i1~tvo c"-:.}lf~rience; but, apart fron1 
-oxp0riencP, it is necessarv to have men 
anpoint0d vvho can give co~n('entratrd at1t~11-
tion in regard to eYery side is,ne of this 
import11nt undert.1king. The Pr~_-.-;idc:>nt 

'him ... t>lf-the <"Xecutive offi('cr~givo~ this 
matter all his attention: vet he caiio 
togeth0r a body of nwn who- can ovOJ' ido 
him in rer>:ard to the things he desires ro do. 
II0 thereforf'. :-11fferR from a d.nal coul1'·.1l, 
which undoubtedlv leads to a lack of controL 
Dnal control ah,:av~ nltimatclv leads 10 '' 
lack of <"Ontrol. "Everv ratepaver shoulr! 
knov{ what he i-, getting for his n1onry. 
If wr, tnrn to the reports issued hy the 
Board. I dcfv anv h0n. member iri this 
ChBmhPr to Q.·.,t o'nf> ntorn of inforrnntion 
from them; it is impossible for the r:lte­
nnvers to ohtain anv information from thf)Jn. 
\V 0 ar(~ in the l1nfnrtnnatP no~ition ot 
hnYing- H1e mo:;;t i1nportant and cOstl:v under­
t.aking in OJWration in Brisbane, and the 
neonle concprncd aro not in a posi ~.ion to 
jud::;e how it 5tancls. I venture to say ihat 

[Mr. ]{err. 

the esti'llatos which have to be made from 
time !o time have been out. of all propor­
tion to the co.st of the undertaking; in 
faet. thc·v have not been in any way near 
the- f'o:;:t, · The scheme, as a \vhoie, \'as to 
ir:cludc the 1nain scwc1·s, branch sewers, 
reticulation E:ewer.s, and everything but th.c 
house (;onncctions, and it was first e3ti­
mated that the whole schomo would co,t 
£1.168.164, plus 5 per cenL for contingencies. 
umkino- a total of £1,834.980. The figures 
in ru&5~rd to the undPrtaking shov;,- that on 
31et D{·combc>', 1923, the liabilities amounted 
to £3 010.186. I want to quote from 
'' Qucc~~land Politics during Sixty Years" 
bv Ch!<rlc Arrv'V"nith Bernays, p. 177. 
d'Caiing with the \Vater and Se,vcrage Act~ 

"Incidentally it rni[;ht be mentioned 
that, "hi le the last-mentioned Act was 
pas~cd in 1909, the se\Yorage systc-n~, 
throug-h a s.c-ries of unhappy causPs, 1s 
still ~Inacco1nplishcd." 

Xo one can say that JYir. Bernays was a 
pessimi2t, for immediately afte.r he has 
this to say with regard to the se'"Jlon-

. "Cousidering th~ s~ort tin1?, aYailable, 
It \VI:lS a good SO~til0l1 S WDrk. 

l\Ir. Bernavs there rcders to '' a series of 
unhappy ca~u2os," but i_t is impo~sible for n1e 
at this stag<' to go mto detarl about the 
unhal)PY cau.ses '\hich have come Into bc1ng 
in con1~eciion ,vith the Brisbane sPwerage 
system. 

I ,,-ant to quote one or two ins! ances to 
amplify and confirm. my statem.ents. There 
has been a great drscrepancy rp regard !o 
the lc:Yels. an error bemg drscovcred . m 
on<' case which in vel vcd the reconctrucbon 
of 509 feet of le.-ols at a cost of over £7.000. 
Because of another error, work was aban­
doned in one place, which had cost £58,000. 
That amount of work had been completed. 
The cement was not te£ted in ono job ar1d 
it crac·ked. inYol·dn~ an extra cost of 
£8.~00. Some 58 shafts were completed and 
subsequently abandoned. \Ve find _'hroagh­
out the scheme that the errors whrch have 
been made have cost the ratnpayers many 
thousands of pounds. 

Those arc very s~rious Accu~ationR. It 
must be remembered that the Government 
have been in power for nine or ten year~ .. In 
1921 they appointed a Royal Commrssron 
as the on1cDmc of a 1nemorandun1 of the 
~\nditor-Genoral at that time. 

I v ant to know what action was taken by 
t ho GoYernment, as a res nit of the report of 
that Royal Commission,. to prote::t the ra.te­
ra:vcrs. The ropo~t Itself b~·Jstles \VI th 
",f'rious Prrors. I tlunk thf' no~nhon can he 
wmmed up something like this: The Gom­
mi~~ionf'r, ::_VIr. OliYer, wa~ illl agt?cl gcn~loman 
who \V a, sufft•ring from ill-health. It Ts well 
known that during the> time whf'l1 he 'vas 
11kinrr f'Yirlt:'nce he-,vas ~omotin1es fast asleep. 
T\o c~umel was permitted at the inquiry, 
although the rntepn:vers asked ~hat they should 
be r, presented. Another polllt 1S that the 
Con1mi"'''ioncr \Yas onR of the ('ngineers wbo 
report-ed on the original scheme. and there­
fore roLJld not be po>Ses";d of that fr ·e and 
in1partial mlnd ,vhich ,.,,a3 neces~nr:v ?n. such 
an important inquiry. He had or1gmally 
criyen his a~sent to the schcrne, and then later 
hf\ was askPd to conduct an inqnir:v as a 
Rova.l Commissioner into the result of his own 
rec'ommcnd,•tions. Summed up. I venture 
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-to ~ay ihat nobody can put any other iutel'­
prctation on that report than this-

(1) It constitutes a general ('Yasion of 
d!8 whole issue. 

(2) It giv s no oxjllanation n'gardin::; 
t.~c present cost. 

(3) It contains no findings. 
(4) It n1akcs no reconunendat io:n:-;. 

The la't is a very important point. In olfccL 
L Royal Con1mission conduct _~d an inquiry at. 
a (''lSt of rnany hundrc·ds of pound:-; of the 
ratppayf'rs' n1onc•y and the report \Yas a fia~cu. 
No r,'snlt came from itJ and in a p1·actical 
.::.rns • the se~q:'ragt) ~chcn1e to-day ls as fn 1 

·off as ever. The undertaking so far has hc•cu 
a d<•plorable failure. 

The point may b • taken that tlw cost of 
n1aterial bccau::o of the \Y8.r 1va:-; Jlartly 
r0sponsible for many of the PtTor . .;; ·which 

·nceurred. but I .-cntnrc to sav that the maiu 
noul1le doe' not rest there at all. It is th.: 
continua] error after error that ha~ been 
made ar:cl the lack of Gm·ernm<•nt contml in 
the way of a con1prchensive inquiry of whi<'~ 
W.' complain. VVhat do WC find in regard to 
the recent inquiry-another side idnc which 
< 1111110t camouflage the financial position of 
·rho Board. Mr. Ilnrris, the { 'onHnif'siuner, 
attrillutcs the trouble to inofficiPnt snpor­
\·ision and the di"hon~stv of workrupn HIH1 
forcrncn. · 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:nLH' LAc-;u:-;: ·cnr!Pr 
c01jtraet. 

:\h. KERH: I do not want to deal witn 
that poilJt~it would take 1110 to(J lonu;-but­
I want to point out \\·hat the re'trlt may lH' 
of that inefficient work. Possibl,· 110 person 
in Qnecn'Jand can ost.imate what it is going to 
lll:'an. The full effect will onlv be <li"·oyercd 
when the house connections a~·c being n1ade, 
aud we rnav ftnd that this work-which ha~ 
co,;t a be ut £3,000,000 up to date bv da,· labour 
<IJH1 l:y C'ontract-i,~ going to f·u~t thP nttP­
payC'r:-;. nearly ns rnuch again. If thP L'O'l­

trartors are going- to be callt'd npon to do 
tlll'ir part. th ratepayers to that l'Xtl'll( will 
be 'and oxprnst'; but if the Board have to 
.eorrcct defects in the day.-labonr jobs, diP 

ratepayers again will huvc to f<Jot the hill. 
In connPction with the Campbcll-street and 
:crePk-~trcct scvvcrs in l\0wn1arkPt. the sc\Ycr 
iit Lai.llaw parade. Ea't BrisbanP. and the 
,\lfred-Gtrrec. scv. er in the Valley we fmd that 
a gTC'at donl of tbe "\YOrk is deff'.c1 iY('. and l!o­

bodv know.s hm1· manv more dcfe·cts there 
arc: I \\as told · onlv recentlv. for 
·in"<tance, that it has • practicall}· cost 
many thousands of pounUs to l'C'medy an 
error t}wt ocrurn"d in onp of the (·onrrctC' 
sewers at the end of the R\·stcm near the 
""mth of the ~ivcr. · 

Now I 'nnt to deal for a Iittl<" ,,-jth the 
nneomplrt< d work. \Yhilst the cost to the 
0n-rl of 1923 was onr £3 000.000. the i\letr<>­
r>olitan \Vater Suppl:- anCl Sewerag-e Board' 
~·c'port. for that year contai11c,d particulars o: 
1na n v contrnc1·s and da:v-la hour _io1s "\Yhich 
We're dill incomplete. I think the number 
l'ras niL' or ton. Last vear the main sewer 
C'YPn wn~ not cnn1plf't'~1. \Ye have to-day 
nothirw like the branch ewers or the rcticula­
t.ion SIJ\T't'r:" that YYC ought to l:aYt'. \Ye havt~ 
·nothiPg. I mi!Tbt sa:·. other than a f w oou­
nf'etion" in thn main part of tlu .. cit.v to show 
·ror the cxnendihuc of £3,000.0QO on a schemn 
which "·os rsti'Ylakd to cost half that snm 
·vv e ha:vo nathing in the true sense of th,, 
•word to give us a return on that C'XpPncliture. 

VVc find no branch sowers in many thickly 
populatpd parts of the city, such as Toowon~, 
far less reticulation s<'wors or hou:"-0 connec­
tions. I .-enture to sa:v that the report is so 
insuffieient and inefficicllt that it givrs no 
indication whatever of when the job is likely 
to be completed. 

I hope the ·hon. member for Fortitude 
V alkv will tell us whether the '"timato 
that ha'3 now been arriYcd at r~._•prescnts the 
total c:ost of the ~cweragc schcn1c, or 

whether. m his opwion, that 
[10.30 a. m.] Pstimato, like the for,ncr estr-

mate, cannot be depended upon. 
Apart fro1n the reticulation sewers, ~n 
authentic e;;:timate would bo some,Yherc 1n 
the .-ieinitv of £4,000,000 as a minimum. 
The intores't on the money expended in con­
nection vvith the sclwn1e as cn.pita1iscd on 
31st December, 1923, a.motnJts to £387._993. 
The scheme like manv other unclertakmg., 
in the Stall': rs undoubtedly oYer-capitalised, 
and whether it is intended in the suburban 
area to deal with this scheme in the same 
way as the Inkerman irrigation schen1e \vas 
dealt 'viih, by \vi ping out son1e ~~. tbc ~V{'l'­
capitalisation I ·do not know. lhrougn.)ut 
his report J\1r. Olivcr, tho Cotnmlssioner 
"\vho inquired into the SG\Y0rage construc­
t ion makes uso of the "·ords " for !Jresent 
req~iren1cnts." \Vhen the original legisla-
1 ion was introduced in 1909 by the then 
~ecretarv for Public \Vorks, the Hon. 
\V. H. 'Barnes. it was proposed to inclu·?e 
the municipalities of Brisbane. Sonth Dns· 
banc, Ithaca, Hamilton. Too\\'ong, Tannga) 
\Vindsor. Toombul, Coorparoo. Stephens. 
and Balmoral. Sandgate and \Vynnum and 
other su"h places arc not included in the 
present scheme and \vhen thl:~·- rc>qutre a 
sewerage system we shall aga1n have ~he 
~pcctn.cle of separate costly. w?rks betng 
carried on t for thos-e drstncts. The 
ya[uation of the land comprised within 
tlw nro"0nt sewcragP systcn1 is about 
£13.000,000 for the area referre~ to by Mr. 
Oliver when he used the words for present 
requirC'rnonts~" whatever that n1~ght rneal?-. 
I understFLnd that the se"\\'Pragc rate JS 

estimated on each 300 feet of sewer. but ~ 
n..m open to correctic~n 011 that potnt· an4-~ 
for that. arl'a, assunung- that the YUJ~lc ot 
the lanrl comprised ithin the area w1_1I bo 
"·ithin the ,-icinitv of £10,000 000, and 1f we 
tako the total cost of thr work at ±:4.0~0.000. 
it will probablv be found that the sl'wcragy 
rate will be something like 6~d. m the £1. 
It really looko a' thous;h. we sball . ha.-e . to 
spend another £1.250.000 m connecb_on Wlth 
the rdioulation an·es, and 1t w1ll then 
prohabl,· be ~ound . that the minimum 
srwcra o·o rate rn Br1sbane wrll lw 9d. in 
;~e £t" It ma:v be said that in "Ielbournr 
th0 sowf'ragc rate is 1". in thr- £1. but wo 
nu~t reinf'm b('T that the l\i('lbourn0 ~,C'\\·crs 
haYc double the <'ap1cit;: of t!w Br1sbarw 
:;:e\\'f'rS, and arC' of grerter 11111f'ngc nn~l 
b0ncfit n gn:.t~ter ar~a. \\.,.c also haYe .th1 . .:; 
astonishing fact, that, whereas thP M;I· 
honrne sewers cost £14.000 per m1]e. tno 
SC'IYE'r" in Brisban0 to-day arC' cnshng ~l.s 
£68 000 per mile. 'I'hrrr is a n·ondrrfnl drf· 
ferencP between ±:14.000 11er mrlr for a 
eewerago system with double the capacity of 
a SYStem costing in tho yicinity of £68,000 
per' mile. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: How long· ago w.ore the 
:Vlelbournr sewers constructed? 

~!fr. KERR : I hope the hon. geJ_Jileman 
''"ill realise that the cost of matcnal and 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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labour has not gone up to such an extent 
fl,"' to waTrant such a difference in cost. 
There ca,n be no possible argument or 
con1parison jn any way. I want to know 
where 1 ho rcpresentatin•s of the people 
stand with regard to seeing th-tt the people 
obtain the greatest pos,ible benefits. The 
ratepayers mnst pay. L uder the scheme 
some 25,000 ocCLlpiers desire house connec­
tions. It was stated in this Chamber that 
the aycrago cost of a house conncctiou \Yould 
be between £40 and £50. I venture to sa v 
that to-day it is costing nearer £50. and 
estimating the cost of the sche ne at 
£4,000,000 it will mean that at £50 for each 
house connection tho cost will be about 
£5,250,000. That is a tremendous amount. 

I want now to deal shortlv with the reticnh­
tion work. The hon. merr1ber for Fortitutk 
Vallev has said that the Board could not 
und0;tako n1or reticulation "-ork unless it 
obtained another loan, and that ont of the loan 
of £1,000,000 that was secured the othe1' da: 
onlv £60.000 could be mado available fm 
reticulation. That is a verv serious state­
ment_ According- to the re1:;,arks made by 
the hon. nlC'Inbcr, th ' progress of the se\veragc 
wad< fifteen years after the Bill \Vas originally 
introducC'd by a previous Administration i-; 
a disg-race to the city. It is a disgrace. I 
cannot yet SN• that tlw people of Brisba1w 
have reccin·d any benefit or when they am 
troin(r to r0ecive nnv ben< fit. I Ycnture to 
~'ay tl~at five or six ,ve,ars will yet elapse before 
Ithaca. Keh-in Grov0. and other thickly 
nopulated suburbs will be conned d with the 
sewNag-c syotem. Dr. IIalford, another mem­
hcr of thP Board, speaking recently said-

" Bri~ban"' has bcf'n waiting a long 
time to g-et the reticulation areas. Undn 
the present arrangements populatE>U 
places like Ithaca will have to wait thret' 
er four vears before reticulation is started 
there. ·w c want to make the tortoioe 
tran•l a little faotcr." 

The progress of the work has been tortoise­
like, to the dctrinwnt of the 1'\tatc and the 
pockPts of the ratr pa~·C'r~. Thr• people of 
Brisban(' dNnancl that there sha!I be a ~peed­
ing np of the \York. The:· (\•nwncl the ('0111-

plotion of t hP branch se ,\'E'r', the nticulation 
SCW('l'.". ;:1 t 1d I he hon-<c connection branehPs in 
ordPr thnt th0 svHc•In nwv hccornc reYcnun 
prodw·~ng. Thr · work ha·~ to br~ hastened 
a~ n1uch n::; possjb]c to ~,aye thP rat0payer.:' 
n1otJC'V and llllnCCP"."ar\' oYer~canitalisatlon of 
the ":ork. So far. no 1:eturn ha; been secured 
from the \mrk that has been compll•lc-d. \Ve 
all know that ih0 ~chcme i:- approaching a 
seri<Jus po~ition. The ratepayers haYe to foot 
the bill. The policy of entrusting- such a vast 
umkrtaking as the ::VIctropolitan 'Water 
Supply and Sowcragp Board to a povuJar 
vote is one f'1.u::1ing Ycry graYe concern. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC 'NaRKS: Arc 
yon opposing adult franchise? 

Mr. KF:RR: I am not opposing adult 
iranchise. The hon. gentkrnan knows better 
than that: or at least he should. 

Mr. GLEDSOK: It is a Yory narrow view. 

l\Tr. KF:RH: Let me put it this way: If 
t>ig-ht or nine men directed the operations uf 
1-ho JYlain Hoads Board and were elcct,•d 
Deriodicall:v doe' the hon. gentleman think 
~hat the Board could cffectiYolv do its work'? 
Jt could not. Such a Board \vould be more 
roncerned with the popular Yote, and the 
putting on of men t'J do that work where that 
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\York possibly was not required. That aJr 
means loading the scheme with extra cost,,, 
The popular Yote in regard to such an under­
taking- has one tendency. The mcmlwrs of 
the Board are paid fees, and their efforts 
would not be iu the nature of securing. 
dficicnc:-· from the point of view of tho tax­
l'"'.""· hut of securing the confidence of the 
Yoif'rs. in order to retain their position .. 
Labcur ideals and politics ha,·e crept into 
the busincso of the Bo~rd, and the members 
thiuk more of the Labour policy than uf 
the policy of giving the people {Jf Brisbane 
1 heir dcst'rts. That is the trouble absolutely 
iu regard to the Boar-d. The policy of 
appointing on a popular franchise a number­
cf mPn to adjudicate and govern such a larg'3' 
undPrtaking-a larger undertaking I suppose 
than any public works excepting the railways> 
-is. a vcr ·· nnwise on·P. The n1cn1bc•rs n1ay be: 
efficient '-l.nd conscientious, but it is impo3sible 
in the conditions under which they aro elected 
to do the work as it should be done in the 
interests of the ratepayers. Their energy and 
attention cannot be concentrated to that end. 
Instead of a Board composed as at present, 
a professional gentleman to receive a salary 
in t!!l' vicinity of £3,000 to £5,000 a year 
should be appointed to carry the work 
through, If the services of such a man could 
be obtained, the ratepayers might pos,ibly 
get son1e results. 

I want to deal now with the loans that 
haYe been floated in connectio::1 with this 
work. On 31st December. 1923. the GoYern­
ment loan amounterl to £1,760.282, ar.d de­
Lentmes sold in London amounted to 
£983,500. 'rheso debentures were the first 
loan floated with this object in England. 
The original lo'ln V· as s1ibmitted in 1921, 
and was for twenty years. \Ye must con­
sider what we gave to the holders of those 
bonds. Investors receive a flat rato of 
iHterest of £6 15>. 4d. per cent., the 
loan, with redemption, costing £6 17s. 6d. 
per cont. Thl1 under·writer::> were unsuccess­
ful, and had to tako up 75 per cent. of the 
]uan themselves. Here was a local autbonty 
gcing on the market with a largo venture. 
and I sav that the Government and the State 
shoulcl have stood behind them and helped 
the· Board. 

. .:\ nDth0r loan 'vas sce:•~tred in ~le; v of last 
ypar fo; £500.000 for a period of twenty­
th·e yPars, yielding a flit rate of interest of 
£5 6s. 5d. Tbe issue price was £94. In 
that f'ase a smaJl amount \.as over­
oubocribcd. It seems an extraordinary thing 
about these London loans that tlley ranked 
ili priority to the £3.000.000 borrowed fl:om 
the State. It seems an extraordmary p1ece 
of legislation that gives the Board priorit,'o 
in the London market to the advanc<: b.1 
thu State. \Vhether that fact has any signi­
ficance or not, I do not knovv. 

'l'hc third loan wac, for £l,OOO.OC~ at 5 pel' 
cent .. aHd the undenvriters h1d 49 per cent 
of the loan ldt on their hands; in other 
"·ords. application;:; iliYlonntPd to onl_y 
£510.COO. Tho i'3ue \\as at £94, but there­
''"as a f:tamp dnty JD'O\'iso which made jt 
eonal to £96. The J3o,trtl has not b0en 
su'<"ccssfnl at all in regard to its financial 
operations in raising loans. 

\Ye had a most extraordinar". statement 
from Aldermar Barrv. lhe C\Ta,:or of Bris­
bane and u member" of tho Boa1 ,J, and it 
might be well to have some details in this 
matter, as peoplE' nrP not familiar with the 
\\'orkings of the BoartL \Ve cannot get 
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anv information from the reporto. It may 
bo ·said that the meetings are open to th<' 
Presg, and n:>ssihly to the public, but we 
never recei,-,: auy 'tatements from thP Boar i 
to teJ.t us hnv,T mucn the f>chcme is ClJsting 
and when it will be completed. I remember 
rpading a report by 1\lr. Manchester, the 
President of the Boilrd, who sa1d the.t the 
scht'mo would take £100.000 to r•omplete. 
Then l\lr. ()Jiver said it wouhl cm.t £500,000. 
Finallv we have the rumour that it will cost 
rnillio~s to cornpwtc. I venture to say that 
it will cost mii!ions before we get any real 
benefit from the scheme. Some benefit mav 
ctccrue to those in the thickly popul11ted 
parts around the General Post Office. 
Reticulations have been made around East 
Brisbane. and thn South Brisbane Couucil 
ha Ye usCd one of the sew(_·rs to take a \Yay 
slorm watc•rs. The scheme is incomplete 
throughout. 

Alderman Harry, the :\layor of Brisbane, 
ir. reply to a noto of warning from the 
President of the Board, said-

" You know we have the offer of 
another million." 

The newspaper then made the comment-

" H has been askr:d where this addi­
tional million is to come from. \Vhile 
the Board was uegotia ting in resped of 
the £1,000,000 loan just floated in 
London, there \Vas an offer by a Brisbane 
Jirm of rpputo to provide the sum re· 
quirod, The terms were not mentioned 
outside. Probably it was to this incident 
that AUennan Bany referred." 

Hero agajn we have a, statement 'vithout 
any backing. It was stated that a million 
v, as available in the citv or son1cwhf.~ro in 
Queensland, but no definite information was 
gi' en to the public. The public were simply 
asked to be content and rest assured that 
the money was available. \V e are looked 
upon as a lot of children, who arc to take 
these "tatements and swallow them as 
correct. 

\Vo discover that, while the sewerage 
scheme has cost such a great amount of 
money, large arr1ounts of mone:r are being 
din:rted from thee \Vater Suppl;· Fund to 
the Sewerage Fuud. Last year £48,668 was 
paid in this way according to receipts shown 
in the Sewerage Fund, The transfer to 
Sevcerage Fund from the \Vater Supply 
Fund shows £40,168. I do not know which 
of these two amounts is corrert. 

I have no d<~eire to occupy the 1 imc of the 
House <tny further on this all-important 
question. I have approached it with a 
certain amount of diffidence. I decided to 
keep away from technicalities as far as 
was possible, and to lay the posit.ion before 
hon. n10!nberR as \.Yell as I could from_ a 
layman's point of view. I havo given a good 
deal of study to the question, and I have 
found it most difficult to get information to 
enable me to preprtre my speech. If I 
could not obtain information of " reliable 
nature, I ask ho,x is it possible for the 
mcmbr-rs of the public to get information? 
On behalf of the tlxpavers, and on b<'half 
of the ratepeyers who 'are mostly wockiug 
n1c11 on the basi-G \Vagc owning a ,.mall homo, 
I ask that the matter be giYen serious atten· 
tion. The lime is opportune to let us know 
how rnuch this schcmr~ is going to cost, and 
when it is going to be completed. 

:Mr. GLEDSON: Ask us something easy. 

:\Ir. KERR: I know it is desperately hard 
to give that information, but wo have a 
u ember of the Board her<', and I venture 
to ,ay that I hrrv•' been wise in raising this 
all-1n1portant question this morning, as 
a.1 open discussion in the House will 
possibly induce the Board to go a little 
faster thrm they have gone during the last 
iifteen years. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MOORE (,1ttoiuny): I would like to 
say a few words on this question, not that 
it is particularly interesting from a country 
member's point of view, but because of the 
extraordinary apathy of the people of Bris­
bane in allowing the Metropolitan Water 
SLtpply and Sewerage Board to continue in 
tho way they have been going during tho 
last ten or twelve years without making any 
fuss about it. The people in the metropoli­
tan arc:t to-day are not being asked to pay 
iuterc't on the cost, because it is being 
capitali>0d, and they do not sePm to care 
how much money is being wasted or what 
the ultimate cost is going to be. That is 
what I think is so extraordinary. We get 
!:'tntcnwnts now and then frorr1 rcGponsible 
officN · uf the Board showing that ihe cost 
Is n1ounting up-sho\ving how ridiculous 
was th{' estimate made in tbe beginning. 
\V e ;sot further indefinite estimates put for· 
ward by the engineer. These indefinite 
eslimates are continually being exceeded and 
Hen huge further estimates are put forward. 
Yet the people do not seem to care. What 
disturbs me is that the coot will become such 
an cnn 1_'lllous burden on tho people of Bris­
bane thd they \Yili eventually be allowed 
to "·ipo off £2,000,000 or £3,000,000 and the 
general taxpayers of the State will have 
to bear the burden. That is something that 
has to he guarded against. Anybody 
looking at the tables given in Mr. Chuter's 
book, '· Local Government Law and 
Finance," canno~ but be struck with the 
tremendous amount the people of Brisbane 
and South Brisbane have to pay in rates. 
And this is before tho sewerage connections 
arc mad2. In spite of that we have an ever. 
iLcreas1ng· an1ount of money being spent on 
lhtc sewerage scheme, and we seem to be 
just as far away from the end as we were 
b:-n years ago. There is no definite statement 
as to "hen the \vork is likely to be finished. 
\Ye find the Government, instead of assist­
ing the people \Yho have to pay the interest 
on the cD~t, are only <:>oncerned as to how 
rnrrny men can be employed and what high 
\Yages they can be paid. 

In the report of Mr. O!iver it is pointed 
out that through the legislation the cost 
was increased to an enonnous extent. 'l,.he 
report states-

,; Legislation.-lvi.aking the so\vcrs. 
mines under the :Mines Regulations Act. 
\\'hereby mines managers had to ?e pla~f:'d 
in charge, as \vell as the supcnntcnd1ng 
officPrs of the Board, two men thereby 
doing one n1.an's. \vork. Shift bosses also 
hrrd to be appomtod to take charge of 
tniners." 

In 1915 thif' legi>,!ation was brought in. not 
ior th' hcneftt of the people of Brisbane 
Lut for tllG benefit of the employees on the 
work. Empl{)ye0s in other States on sower· 
age work \Yerc not hrought under n1ining 
regulations, but that was done in Bri6banc, 
and there~ was an enormous expense adllcd 
to the water and sewerage scheme, which 
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the people of Brisbane will have to pay-at 
least, I &VP.'"'" Brisbane will have to pay, 
nnle~s then• is such an agitatiDn got up that 
the cost will be vut on to the general tax­
payer. 

The SECJRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC \VomG; : Do vou 
oay that tho men working in iho shafts fllld 
drives should not be subject to the mining 
re-gulations :• 

Mr. MOO RE: Whv should thev l>o ·: 
'fhe SECRETARY FOR. PUBLIC Woi;K~: In the 

ir,tere-ts of the health and safety of the men. 

Mr. MOOHE: The health and safetv of the 
men are s.tfcgnarded in !he other States as 
well as they are here, and they do not think 
it necessary to ernploy t"vro rnen whcr one 
will do, or to bring iu legi>lai ion to tlw 
detriment of the city they !in' i11. What 
I find fault with is that the GO\·crument 
hayo not tafc6uanled tho intPl'cSh> of the 
people of Brisbane. Thev have been more 
conf'erned iu trying to em'ploy as n1any rrwn 
as poeeiblo in the interests of tho employs'-l•s. 
Do the Government not understand that 
there arc hundreds of employ, os around 
Brisbane who will have to pay for these 
things in future-that the extra expenditure 
in connection with sewers "·ill a!l have to 
be paid by the householders? It is all Yer~' 
well to [J·y to gain popularity at the pres>ll1 
tinw by bringing in conditions better thau 
those which obtained in other places, but 
they will haYe to be paid for by the houst'­
holders of Brir,bano both now and for manv 
years to cornt_-:. It is only an attcnJ])t t~ 
g·ain a littlo ten1porary popnlurit:v to aRsist 
the Government, but it is imposing a bnrd!'n 
on tho taxpayer. 

The SE~RETARY FOR 1\'l:INES : Do vou sa v 
that the regulations providing for th'o eafet~­
of the men are not necessary? 

JYir-. MOORE: It is perfectly justifiabk 
and proper to provide for the safotv of the 
n1en, but nobody v:il~ say that it lnis nf're."­
sary to apply the 1nining reg-ulations to 
provic'e for iL Wo have had sewerage 
works comtructed in other places in 
Australia where the safety of the men has 
been safeguarded in every wa,v without 
bringing in n1ining regulations. 

Tb, SECRETARY FOR MIKES: 'The g-eolog·ical 
condii ions hE'l'c are quite ,differ<'nt. This 
ground is the most unsafe grou11cl m the 
world. 

Mr. MOORE: It is most uusafo. I will 
admit. This is an attempt to gain a little 
temporary popularity by the Government 
by in1posing conditions which aro unnecPs­
sary, and the cost of \\hieh the honspholc!Ns 
will have to pay for. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES : It was not 
unnecessary to bring in the Mines Reg-ula­
tions to provide for the safctv of th0 m0n 
0ngaged in the work-it, w'a,_ absolutel.v 
necessary. 

Mr. MOORE: I say that thP men coul<l 
ha,-o boon protected under tho m·dinarv 
regula1-ionR in connection with cew<•ragc wor]~, 
in:-tenJ of lwinp-ing in othRr rcg,uhti-onfi alto­
g-ether merelv to make the conditior•> morP 
diffirnlt for the Doord. 1-Vhot can be said of 
the .-:cht'n1e; the original cstirnate for present 
roquiromorts \YHS £1.544.009. and for the 
fdure rPquiromen!' of th whole schemf' 
£1,834.980? I am s,-oing to admit that all 
'arts of thing-s CJ'011pc·d un. I admit that 
the war came along, and the price of 
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nlUtcrials and everything chc went up. But 
in 1921. after the war was over, we find that 
i\lr. MancLester estimatod that another 
£10J,OOO would be required to complete 
everything for connecting up with the reti­
cuiation and £300,000 would pay for the 
n:!icnlation, and that the whole work would 
lw finished in eir;hteon mouths. Mr. Oliver 
said m his repor~ that he thought it would 
take another £500.000 to complete the work 
yet to Le done, and that it should be finished 
iL'-'ido of two year;;; if funds tverc readily 
forthcoming. In 1924 Mr. Manchester. the 
President of the Board, who is an ('ngincer 
<md suppos,od to be a capable official, gives 
ihis v~tinutie-

" V\'hat he ternwd the 'practicable 
proportions' (as sot out) could be accom­
plished in se\ on years if the money were 
a,ailabk and would cost £2.000,000. 
The whole schcnw \vould ('Ost about 
£6,000,000. To make a ,definite state­
ment would be impossible. it being 
evident that eMimates must b0 depen­
,cJent upon cost.o, the conditions of the 
money market, and the ruling rates for 
labour, matters over which the Board 
ha"cl n>) controL" 

Mr. \VILSO;<: There is nothing wrong with 
that. 

Mr. MOORE: Does the hon. member m0an 
to tell me that the state of affairs is satis­
factory when a competent engineer in 1921-
after he had been on the Board for nine or 
ten yea.rs. knowing the original estimate and 
knowing that other things have cropped up 
which arc going to increas0 the cost, and 
having become acquainted with all the con­
ditions under which the work is carried on-­
hints that the sewer work could be com · 
plcted for £100,000 in <'ighteen months-a 
statement which is quo lificd bv the Com­
rui·~sionc·r by an op-iniOn to thP CffC'ct that it 
would cost £500.000 and tak'' two vears­
docs tho hon. member think it is sBtis.fac!or\' 
that the same eng-in<'er in 1924-threc year:s 
after he made that fir,t statement-,sbould 
f'Xpross the opinion that the whole scheme 
would cost £2,000.000 more and that it was 
impossible to make a definite statement a.s to 
when it would be completed? You havP 
vonr engineer-an engineer ,-dw is suppo::H~d 
to bo compotont-1 do not kuow anything 
about his coTIJpetcncy or Dthcnvi-se----

'I'he Sr:CRFCT.\RY FOR Pt-BLTO \YoRKS inh'r­
ject<'d. 

::\fr. MOORE: I do uot know whether the 
Secretarv fo,. Public vYorks is ,atisfied with 
that con"dition of affairs. 

A GOYER;<ME;<T 1\lE~lBER: \Yha!. do :;-on 
ref'onltllcnd? 

Mr. :VIOORE : I rr-comm0nd a board oi 
experts \vith a ront;nuou~~ polic~., not a.r1 

clcch:~d board, n1e0tjng ev0ry now and agnin 
and changing the polic:.· from tim0 tn tim•c. 
whose n1cmbPrs arc continually go-ing as 
mcn1Lcrs on deputation.:; to thC' Prf'rnic•r Sll,¥­
g-esting that more money should be g-iven to 
the Board. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR .\GB!CCLTD1E: 
you ~;1ggr"'t appliC'" io n1en1bers of 
COUl1CllS. 

What 
shire 

~1r. MOO RE: I am not going to say 
that !het would not be a bendit to the State'. 
l \Yould haYc no objection t{) thBt b0causP I 
belieYe in a conHnnous pDiic:,. Vt-hat I want 
to point out is that we gr;t no continuity of 
policy under the present systcw, but th:1t all 
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oSorts oJ outside issues are introduced, not for 
:the u?nofit of the ratepayers-that iF, for the 
bcneht of the people who have to pa:;-bu! 
for the bc!H'nt of the individual5 who are 
\\or king on the undertaking. On this aspect 
{)[ the matter I want to call attention to a 
:-trltCrllcnt n1ade bv the nlaYor of Brisbane 
Aldenna.n 11I. .J. :Barry, at U mccti~g of th~ 
Board. 111 reference to a deput -dion to thP 
J'n'micr on the 28th July-

" The mayor . . . dPrlared that lw 
had notifk•d the Pr0ss that hr \Yas not 
111L·r:o as nn offirial representative of the 
Board. vYhc1hcr he wa· thoro as mavor 
of Brisbane or in any other public· or 
priT,Tatr- c lJ)af'it;,' did nDt n1attor: he \vas 
there iD asj~t ablc,hodird men ho 
\talltcd \York to gPt \vork." 

-it is a rnost cxtraordina.r,y thing that you 
~houlr! have a member clceied to the Board­
·11Ja t· i~. Plectcd fer the purpose of so£~ing that 
i he nwnP,· of the BoarJ is spent to the verv 
best aclvant .ge anr! that the r .• topayprs go.t 
jll'OtJt'r \ya.luc for 1t-t:1at vou should have 
t.ha! . V('ry n1an, \Vh? ha~ u be{'ll put in a 
]Jo:-Itton of trud. go1ng on a dL1put.atio11 io 
the 1'r•cmier and eaying- that ho is not then• 
'" a mcmucr of tlw Board, but in another 
•ca.pacity as mayor of Brisbane, or in son1e 
othPr public or pri_vai8 capacity. and asking 
for mon!'v to be grven to the Board for tlw 
lwuefit. as he admits, not of t.lw Board. but 
':lf outside people altogeth0r. The position 
1~ ~?st ~xtraordinary, and, if t.hat is the 
)JOO'rtwn m to. which we a re going to get 
through hanng elected boa.rdo, I ea y that 
the sooner the principle is abolished the 
h_ctter; and the sooner we get a reconstruc­
i ron of the Act and have a board of experts 
appointed the better it v.'ill be for the peopll' 
'VhD have to pay. Consider 'vhat it n1eans to 
<my householder! Mr. Macfarlane. a member 
·Df the Board, is r<•ported to have made this 
'ta terncnt-

" There were 8.088 tc•ncmcnts to b,, 
{·onncctC'd up \vithin the nt·xt two years. 
... :nd there vvas no use spending any· 1nore 
m on ~y on reticulation when it would ]Je 
lying idle. It ,,.,-as of no use extending 
areas. The burden 011 the ratepayers was 
large enough at present, and there vvas 
no use borrowing anv nlOl"C IrlOIL"Y. In 
1926 the ratepayers would han t~ face 
~£70?,000 ratt's without any relief. To go 
·on oorrO\Ylng n1orc rnoney to -do more' 
Teticulation they would or':tly be puttin;­
'l. b1g-ger burden on the::. ratcpavt•-rs than 
thcv were able to bear. The c~ommittec 
"'ould not rccommoncl any further reticula­
tion areas being gone on \vith." 

Yet yon have a m cm her of that verv Board 
going t? th:· Prcrni('r and a~.king r'or mol"' 
~~on~.\7 tin order t~1at. that Yery. reticulation 
'.!on,d Dl' proceeded wrth! All tlus shows what 

;111 r-xtraordinary po:"Jition th-;; 
fll a.m.J Board have taken up, and what an 

rnnrmcus burden. is going to bt! 
·rhccd on the rrrtcpaycrs of this citv. Mr. 
J\In(·fnrlanc, a 111P:rnbcr of the Ro·:rd.and an 
;;cconntnnt. p·ointcd out that in 1926 £700,COO 
wonld hav• to be paid in rate~. vVe also 
·have' Mr. Mnnchcotcr, the President of tho 
B-Jard and an engineer, pointing out that 1t 
will bkc anoth01· £2.000,000 to complete the 
:-: Jw1nc, and he is not. certain of that cstimatP, 
"brcau~e h l~a.\~S that it wo~lld b0 iinpo:?sible 
to make any clcfinito statenwnt as to the cost, 
lx~cau~2 the po~ition of the n10n0v market 
and th0 ruling rat0s of payn1, nt h:lvc to be 
con;idered. This scheme, which originally 

was going to cost £1,514.000, is now stated 
to be going to cost £6,000,000. I cannot for 
the life of me sec how the unfortunate ratP­
pa y rs are going to carry the burden. Thd 
water rates art' jurnping up year b.Y year, 
as is sho\Yn b,y this table~ 

-----------

Can you imagine wh:it scrt of a position the 
rat0payers are going to b:~ placpd in? The 
cxtraordiuar.v po~ition is that the Gov ·rnn1ent 
find that the Board's estin1atcs arc inaccuratP 
and that they haYe n1adc the gro~-sest mis­
take:;; in connection '' jth 1nuch of the \York; 
,.et thov still allow the sa m. se. stem to bA 
~·ontinued in face of the fact that it has been 
charadcrisPd as being unduly extravagant. 
:\Ic. Olivor in his report oa:ys-

,, The slow progrc.;s of the sew rage 
operations is net due to an~v action or 
inaction of the Board or its staff, but the 
cause is iuclopl'ndcnt of both. It was the 
new legislation insisting on the appoiu.t­
rnent of n1ine 111anag rs and shift bo&:,es 
which first causc.d divided control " 

Part of the trouble hao been divided control. 
Mr. ()Jiyer continues-

. . . thereby adding to the cost and 
confusion, while the effect of the war was 
abo fdt b.\' the Boar·d in increas0d vragcj 
and increased cost of materials. Vfith 
the approach of normal times, and with 
the echcme well in hand, if the requisite 
money is forthcoming the Board will be 
ablP to make up for the past, and public 
sentiment will be directed in its favour.'' 

Has there lJ.1Cn any sign of the Board being 
<1ble to make up for the past 1 vVe have 
the same discrepancies in the estimates and 
the sa1ne indefinit J statcn1cnts by the engineer. 
At om1 period we got a definite statemcut 
concerning the cost, and tbrco years later vve 
get an abcoluL·ly indefinite staL'ment, which 
is totally opposed to the one previously made. 
;\1r. OlivPr fm ther says~-

" :\!Ir. D. McGrath also desenes w,1!l 
of tho Bonrd for hi::; pa~t v-;ork on tho 
All,~rt and Alice street sewers and in 
charge of the retiJ"'ulation operations. fie 
1nade one n1istak0 ln putting an air1ock 
door in position 1n the revt'rse 'vay. 1-Ie 
also gayc offence by putting men ::>if 
work. and ,,·as caJl{~d on b.v th:: Boai·d 
to reinstate them. That does noi lead to 
good management. \Yhen C\lr. Dunlop 
put on a plurnber to do f'Onle tc·1nporary 
work ho 'V:··S rcprirna11dcd by the Board 
and told he mu 't ongag ,, one of the 
J3oard's plumber·, \Vhcn he allowed the 
carpenters to start earlier than t.hc 
allotted hour in order that thcv ooulrl 
leave carli. r to catch a conYC'nicDt train 
he rcceiYcd a rap OYPr thP knuckles frorn 
the Factoriu and Shop~ D<Opartmcnt and 
was told that the carpenters would havo 
to be paid overtime for starting before 
time." 

The \Yhole thing· goes to show that legisla· 
tlou in Yarlous waYs has interfered with ihc 
conduct of the J3oa;·d and forced divided con­
trol upon it. 'Th · Government all the tirn9 

illr Moore.] 
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are being backed up, not by the ratepayers 
who have to pay but by individuals who are 
being employed. This is a very serious posi­
ti<Jn. Mr. Olivor further states-

" During my inquiry I have seen proofs 
of the wide range of the Board's activities, 
but there must be more co-operati<Jn 
between all parties if the Board wishes 
to successfully achieve the object it has 
in vicvv. There has been too rnuch over­
!llpping. One offic r should bo put in 
charge, and he should sec that his sub­
<Jrdinate in control of each shift super­
vises the work efficiently and carries it 
to a prompt and proper execution. All 
plant not in use should be assembled at a 
convenient place (or places) and put under 
the control of the storekeeper, who alone 
should be responsible. 

"In the past men have be?n put on to 
provide employment, but if that work is 
not JH?CPs~,ary it is waste." 

\Ye had a deputation of various members­
ono h2ing <J nlcrnbcr of the Board-waiting 
on the Treasurer asking for the Fan1c systen1 
to hG continued. and aeking to bo allowed to 
bornnv rnoncy-llot bccau~o it was rcquir"2 d 
for the scheme but to provide employment. 
Sm·c!_v to goodiH''' it is time that the Govern­
~1-nt took notice and insisted upon a proper 
tnqniry to ascertain •shat is going to be th~~. 
tot." l cost of the st·heme, and as to whether it 
is not bettPr to do av. ay with tlw present 
Board-\Ylneh has proved to he an uhf;olut.el.· 
total failurc'-and con:.;titutn a lJoa rd of nql{'l'i:..:. 
to see whc·thcr the \\ork cannot be cnrnplcto•d 
in a rC'a~onable and sati~factor ,- trliJnncr. 1\lr 
OE:'r'r JJOi_nt~ ~ntt that t.ho overl.apping· is due 
to 1he 1: g1slatton to a large extent <-tnd in a 
larg-(~ mea:<Urf' to 1 he unduC' cxncndiiHl'P. It 
is timo that the JWO]l!C' of Brisbane woke up 
and realised h(nv tht> lllOlll'V i:~ bPino· wasteJ 
anrl what it i~ g-o1ng to ·co~t thPr7l in th~ 
future. \\'e hav0 to r<>cognise that the people 
·who aro so apathetic to-day are going to haYe 
an enormous burd n placc;d on them. but thev 
do uot seem to rC'ali"' it. ·while the rates 
arc being capitalised they· are remaining 
apalhotic, aud if the people aro not prepared 
to make a move, then the Government shou;d 
endeavour to protect them from the burden 
which is being placed on thc·ir shoulders 
which will he rtlmost too much for them t~ 
!war. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC WORKS 
1Hon. W. Forga.n Smith, Jiackay): I fol­
lvwcd the hon. member for Enogo-era a, 
closely as possible. \Vhilo tho hon. ~nember 
was very condemnatory of the Board and 
<·Yeryone connected with it, he put forward 
little or nothing in the way of construdiYc 
reform. Any proposal that has boon made 
jn that direction v~·ns made at the conrlusion 
of the speech of tho leader of the Op]Josi­
tion. Sutn1n0d lllJ. his (';He '"as that tho 
e-lective Board .should be done a\ny with 
and a. comnnssJon of exports appointed to 
carry out the work. Presumahlv he has in 
mind something in the nature of the Main 
Roads Board, where thr('C cno·inPers aro 
charged with tho administrnt;o';, and tho 
carrying on of that work. The history of 
the Mct~·op?litan \"'ater Supply and Sew rage 
Board Is mterestmg, both from the view­
point of local gomrnment and from the 
engineering- standpoint, in connection with 
providing the necpssarv sanitarv facilities for 
a great city. Speak~ing frori1 nH:rnory, I 
understand the Act was passed in 1909 by 

; .11 r. Ji uore. 

the Kidston Ministry, and an elective 
Board was appointed to carrv out thQ 
duties of providing a suitable "scheme fm· 
l:risbane. The Depa.rtment of Public \Vork> 
had something to do with the adoption of 
the scheme that was finally approved of by 
the Board. The Under SecretarY for 
W<Jrks, Mr. Brady, one of the engineers 
responsible, was sent by the then :Vlinister, 
the_ ]-~on. \V. H. Barnes, to America, Great 
Bl'!tam, and elsewhere to investigate 
sche:nes in operation in those places. On 
his return Mr. Brady submitted a report 
and made certain recommendations. Th·' 
Board was finally avpointcd on the basis. 
set <JUt in the Kidstou Act, an engineer was 
appointed by the Governor in Council, and 
work v, as coinmenu~d. Irnmodiatelv the 
\vork vvas conlmcnrcd a nu1nbcr of u engi­
neering difficulties wore encountered. The 
Board found that the nature of the country 
through which the drives had to be made· 
was of a most treacherous and impossible 
character. That is Jn·oven !J,- the difficulties. 
experienced in carrying out certain main 
sewers that were commenced at that time. 
Contracts were let to three firms for tho· 
construction of those sewers, but two of thr: 
contractors abandoned their contracts aftei" 
tlw~: had bt'Cn in oneration so1n2 tirne~ 
lV10ssrs. Carr Bnm. \vero the only con­
tractors wh<J ,c-arried out their contract. 
Much loss was incurred and difficulty 
encountered by the Board owing to the 
a.bandonrn"nt of those contract<. The onlv 
course open to the Board was to endeavou~­
to proceed with the w<Jrk and carrv it 
through to completion in the best possible 
rnanncr. T'hey ha\c been catT\"ing on that 
policy since that time. The increasBd cost 
of the work could be exaggerated a good 
dPaJ. or at lC'ast unsatisfactory inferences 
could be drawn from that incr<·asr>d cost. 
Every hon. member knows that cstimRt.es. 
prepared as frrr back as that time have been 
found to be of no va.luo at all in everv form 
of industrial enterprise. I know that since· 
I han> been Secretary for Public \Vork:,-­
and that includes the years 1920 and 1921, 
when cost< of construction were at their vcrv 
highest-every estimate submitted by local 
authorities for works to the Treasurv. which 
ha::- paS"('d throtH.{h m.\ dcpartmpnt' in tho 
ordinary cour~e of eYfmts, has been exceeded. 
All forms of cost' in regard to public works 
during the years under review were exceeded 
enormously. It was a common practice for 
deputations from local authorities to com<l 
to the Treasurer asking for increa,cd amounts 
of moncv. due to the incrcasod costs of earn· .. 
iug out· the vvork. Ever>· hon. m0mber wl1c, 
looks into the question knows that to be the 
ea~('. There a.rc hon. m cm bc-rs in the I-Iou6e 
to-day \\he have introduceJ those dcputati<Jns 
and pointed out t.hat, o•., .. ing to the increased 
cost of rr1atcrial, labour, and otlH'r n1atters, 
the Government were justiflcd in gl'anting 
those a ppl ica tions fnr increased lu ,ut~. That 
means that there are two factor in favour 
of the Board. The first fador is that tiw 
estirnntc~ vvcrc mado at a tim\'' when costs 
of all forms of con:-;truction were con ,jdcr­
a.bl_v Io,., er than they are to-da)'. and the 
:·OCOIJtl, that th extrcmelv treacherous nature· 
of the g-round was not hiii.T manifested until 
the work had actuallv commonced. Two of 
the larg-est contracts ·let b:c the Board wcro 
abandoned bv the contractors who took them 
in hand O\\'(Lg to the fact, no doubt, that 
aftor proect•ding some little distance thev 
rc.dio"d that the work could not be carriedi 
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out profitably on the tenders they had 
'SL<bmittcd. A fnrther difficulty confronting 
them was that the cost of material and all 
,other costs had increased enormously. 

CNtain strictures were pa,;'sed by the hon, 
member for Enoggera 0n the investigations 
rnadf~ b-,- 11r. Oliver, an engineer of hi~ 
Etanding and considerable rapacity, whose 
probity has never been doubted rrt any time. 

Mr. J\TAXWELL: You would not accept his 
rccon1n1cnda tions. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC 'WORKS: 
It is very injudicious, putting it mildly. that 
an hon. member with little or no knowledge 
of construction problems should get up in 
this House and express opinions affecting tll<' 
.standing of a proft..,sional n1an vYho is an 
expert in his own business. I protest ag-ainst 
that kind of conduct. in the intc•rests of men 
\vho have given services in their profes­
~ional capacity to this State•. However. we 
know that irresponsible stah~ments of thaf 
kind made by people who are not in a posi­
tion to judge can be disYGgar.d·ed by nnyonc 
who knows the facts. The invcstig,dion that 
was conducted by Mr. Olivor was the result 
Df certain charges having !wen made and 
,certaiu comments by the Auditor-GPncral in 
his report on the operations of the Board 
"The findings of that Board of Inquiry were 
conveved to the Board. and I understand 
that certain action was taken bv the Board. 
In dealing with the functions of a local 
a,uthorit;, it is well to bear in mind that 
criticism should not be levelled a.t the no­
YPrnnwnt in ronn:::ction with the carrying out 
<Of the opel"ations of a local authority work· 
ing uuder its own statute. 

Reference was mad" by the mover of th" 
motion to the fact that the Sccretarv for 
Public \Yorks recommended constnlction 
orders to the Governor in Council, and that 
he has certain responsibilities under the Act 
For the information of those hon. members 
wh<) feel tha.t iirey do not understand them, 
I want to say precisely what those responsi­
bilities are. ThB Secretarv for Puhlic \Yorks 
has suhmitted to him tiw minutes of the 
meetings of the Board, and reqtwsts are ma.de 
through him for any construction orders that 
the Board desire to have so that they can 
proceed with their work. J\'o auth~>rity i>~ 
given to th(J SPcrcta,ry for Pubhc V\ orks to 
interfere with the Board in the carrymg out 
<Jf their own policy. It would be vor!- im­
proper indeed for him to inwrfere with the 
operations of any local authority operating 
under a statute passed by Parliament, so long 
as they are carrying it out. I do not know 
whether the hon. member for Enoggera sug­
gests that I should exercise some form of 
oversight over the Board. That is not desir­
able. 

Mr. KERR: You appointed the recent Board 
of Inquiry. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: 
~The horl. n1ernber is tryin; to put mo in 
ihc position of the Board. If I am to be 
the final authoritv for the carrying out of 
all those classes of work, that wonld not 
be of benefit to the Board at all. That is 
the logical position. The Government c.•r· 
tainlv haYe the pmv01 to see that the work 
is ca:rried out properly by the Board. and 
to call their• attention to anything th~t 
may be con·-irlered necessary in the public 
interests. 

Mr. KERR : Did von not initiate the recent 
inquiry in regard to the defects in the 
-sewerage scheme? 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Quite so. 

Mr. KERR: Thev whv not initiate another 
thing? " · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 
Certain report,., \Yore rnadc to rny depart­
nreut n:gardine; al10gcd d0fective sewerage 
work. That defective work \Vas first ra· 
VC;a}ed in a r0port by thP di:--trict foren1alil 
ot the Department of Puhlic \Vorks, who, 
in putting a conncet.io11 into one of the 
Gon•rnment buildings, rliscovcred faulty 
'\ork in connection with a certain se1-ver. 
That het was reported to my deparLnent 
and conn>vcd to the Bo<trd. Then further 
iniorinatio!l ''as rcc,?iYed b;v tlw department, 
and that U<'ain was convcvcd to the Board. 
Tl1o nature of the reports was such :hat it 
wa:-) considered ach·i!'iablf' to suggest that 
invc,tigrrtions into the truth or otherwisE' of 
those statemer,ts should be made bv the 
Board. That was don<', and the Board 
<.\fl rried a rrsolutio71 asking the Government 
to appoint a chairman, who should have the 
statutory power undt·r the Official Inquiries 
Evidence Act to conduct a full and complete 
inquiry into the whole of the operations of 
ilw sections in dispute. I did not tell tht> 
B,,ard that thcv must ha,-e that for01 of 
inquiry. I simr>l~- passt•d on to the Board 
certain information that had come to the 
knowledge of the department. for investi­
gation by them, the same as we would do 
with anv othe1· local aut.horitv. The investi­
gation 'into th0 all('g-at1ons V "·aR 1nado on 
the initiative of the Boar-d itself, the 
(;ovPrnrr:ent proYiding l hem \Yith a chair­
ntan \Yith statutory power to subpama 
witnesses. sc·curo thPir aHcndanr:0 so that 
thc~v ·would give cvidew- ,., and 0XGl'Cise all 
the pm,-er" contained under the Official 
In()uiries EvidPncr• Act. \Yhen that im·esti­
gat ion \Yas complded, the· report of the 
chairman was submitted sirnultaneouslv to 
I he Uo,·ernnwnt and the Board. The Board 
have taken aciion on the report, and this is 
an extract from the miHutes of one of their 
l!..cetings-

" The committee deliberates and, after 
lengthy debate, Dr. Hal£ord states that 
he considers it will be necessary to in­
form the Honourable the Minister for 
\Vorks of the Board's views on the 
mattNs dealt with in this report and 
of thP action which the Boa!'d intends 
to take t hereon. He moves that the 
Minister be informed-

The Board has carcfulh considerPd 
the report of the Roval" Commission 
appoint<'d to inquire into cert,ain defec­
tive ·work in sewf'l'flhf! rf'Hculation con­
s1 ruction work. anrf is of oninion that 
the evidence tak0n b.v and t"he findings 
thereon bv the Conlmi.-.sioner indicate 
a dis?,Taccful dereliction of dutv on 
the p1trt of the Board's officers"' con­
ceJ•ned and on th~ part of those em­
ployed by the contractors. 

It is abundantlv proved that work 
has been scamped in a. wav that it is 
incredible to think that ·those con­
cerned \verc rot cogllisant of. 

Even taking into r'on~iderati~)!1 the 
t>xceptional nature of the work. thP 
extensiYc arPa coYcred by 0ach job, 
it is impossible to believe that blame 
is not attachable to all resnonsible 
officf'rs connc('t('cl wiih th0 d(--f0ctive 
works detailed in the report bv the 
Roy::tl Commission. In conformity 

11 on. W. Porgan S,,nith. J 
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with this opinion, the Board has de­
cidQd to call upon all tho3e officers 
of thP Board indicated in the report 
as ernploved on the various jobs and 
therefore" held responsible for omis­
sion to detect defective work. to re­
sign their positions forthwith; and 
th>tt. those responsible fnr the actual 
scamping of the work bo not re­
employed." 

I shall now read a copy of the lettPr that was 
sent to the men conc-:rncd in tho ~trictnres 
passed by the Royal Commission-

" Sir,-The report of the Royal Com­
mission appointed to inquire into certa.in 
alleged defective work on reticulation 
sewers was considered bv the Board at 
its special meeting held <Jn the 22nd 
August, 1924, when it was resoh·ed, inter 
alia, that all those officers of the Board 
indicated in the report as employod on 
the various works. and therefore held 
responsible for omission to detect defec­
tive work, be called upon to n,ign their 
positions forthwith, and that thme re­
sponsible for the actual scamping of the 
work be not re-employed. 

" In pursuance of this resolution and 
b.- dirc>etion of the Board, I am now to 
c~ll upon you to forthwith submit your 
re~ignation from the Board\; service. 

'' I have also to inform you that a 
cupy of the Commissioner's report can bo 
seen at this office. 

"Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) 

'' Secretary.'' 

That indicates, of course, that the Board 
were ali ,-e to their responsi hili ties, and were 
taking <·very step in their power to prm·ent 
l-1 re,~rudcsc _nee Q{ such disgraceful condi­
tions a.s were revealed by Cw Cmnn1issioner. 

Mr. KERR: Did they resign? 

The SEC:RF.TARY FOR PUBLIC vYORKS, 
It is necessary to have effectiYc supervision 
in all public works. It is a fact well known 
to everybody that in large works-particu­
larly works underground-there is a tendency 
to scamp the work and omit certain things 
required by the specifiCations. Consequently 
it requires very careful and rigid supervision 
to see that the requirements <Jf the specifi­
cations are properly carried out. 

The other day the hon. member for Too-· 
wong raised the matter on the Estimates for 
the Department of Public W arks, and I 
stated that no one would be justified in con­
doning the action of rnen who were respon­
oible for dofcdivo work. Any man or con­
tra~tr<r who fails to con·y out his duty to 
the Board is not only doing an injustice to 
the Board, but ho is guilty of an injurious 
action again·-.t the whole comrnunity. 

Roxo, RABLE i\lE~JBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 
I advoc"tcd thot a high standard of civic 
consclenC'c ""·a.s necessary throughout the corn~ 
munity w that there may be a thoroue;h 
un.dcrst,nding- of the fact that anyone who 
fail6 to crrrry out his duty when engaged on 
anY works connected with the Government or 
<'\ focal authority is guilty of inflicting !T!Jury 
on the community represented by the Board 
or tho a.uthoritv concerned. 

It has been suggested that the basis of 
r Lting by the Board is unsound in prjn~ 
ciple and operates unjustly in its incidence. 

[lion. W. Forgan dmith. 

That is a matter entirelv in the hands of thu 
Board, and they rnu't t~ko full rcsponsilJility 
for their action. Section 20 of the 1\Ietro­
politan vVatcr Supply and Sewcrag<' Aetr 
states-

,, Subject to this Act, thl' Board may 
from time to tirne make bv-la\vs "'Wit il 
respect to all or any of tlw matterS> 
mentioned lil the fourth schedule to this 
Act." 

Subcf'ction (3) of section 2.2 states-
" After a by-law has been scaled itr 

shall be submittc.d for the approval of 
the G-oycrnor in Council, and if approvecl 1 

by him shall be published in thr; 
'Gazette,' and thorcup.on suf'h b)~-Iaw­
shall have the force of law." 

St•ction 23 follows-
" A by-law or part of a by-law ma-: be­

repealed bT· the Governor in Council by 
Order in CounciL" 

A section in th;, schcdulo which deals wit& 
the matter is section 38, which reads-

" Defining the basis upon which wate1·· 
rates 1nay be as,,essoc1, tvhich basis 1nay}. 
,nbjcct to this Act, bc-

(rr) The Yaluo of the land; or 
(h) The total superficial area of tlw­

f!oors measured externally in the· 
bnilding;:.:, if any, erected on the· 
land; or 

(r·) The nscs to which the land 01·· 

~uch buildings aro put~ or 
(rl) The mean height of t lH' land 

a hove sea-level; or 
(r) Any basis arrived at, taking into• 

a11v con~idpration anv two or lllore· 
cf 'the abovcmcntioned base·.; or 

(f) Any other basis fixed by the· 
Board.'' 

Section 39 of the same schedule provide;;• 
sin1ilar po,ver•.~ 

" Defining the be1sis upon which "'" cr­
ag{' ratPs shall be assessed, \vhich basjs 
may, subject to this Act, be-

(a) The value of the land; or 
(b) The usce to which the land or the· 

buildings erected on the land are· 
put; or 

(c) ·Any other basis fixed by the 
Board.'' 

It has been said that the basis adopt-ed by 
the Board is unjust in its incidence, and a 
member of the Board, when he was candi­
date for the eleotion-I refer to Mr. 
Macfarlanc-blamcd the Gov;,rnmcnt for tlic· 
basis of rating adoptl'd by tho Board, therc­
bv indicating that he had never studied the 
schedule of the Act or gone into the matter. 
The responsibility for the basis of rating­
under the sections I have quoted is a respon­
sibilitv cntirelv for the Board to bear. It· 
is not' my l"CSllOl1SibiJitv to do thP work for· 
which the Board is elected. The Board io 
p)ertcd bv adult suffrage of the people within 
the metl;opolitan area or within the ambit 
operated upon by the Board, and it is their­
responsibility to sec that a Board is elected 
which carries out tho public policy in the 
interestd of the general community. I havf 
n0 intention or desire to interfere with that 
power so long as the Board carry out the 
provision of the statute under which they 
operate. 

The leader of the Opposition made rcfer­
onr:e to incrcas('d costs, whioh are ihc result~-
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h~) said, of certain legislation. Now the 
legislation to w,hich the hon. member alluded 
is in the principal Act rtself. It provrdes 
that all main se,vers and other se;,_ crs of 
rriven dimensions shall be subject to 
the Mines Regulation Act. As I inter­
jected to hrm, that w,as done 111 the 
interests of the men worktng for the Board 
o<· for contractors when carrying out that 
work. I interjected that it was necessary to 
safeguard the health and general safety of 
the men. If t.he leacler of the Opposition 
looks up "Hansard." he will find that the 
hon. member for vVynnum-whcn I mtro­
duccd the Bill-and other hon. members 
supported the principle that every se_feguard 
should be a.dopted that was neC<"suy to 
ensure the safety of the 1ncn carr;png out 
the work. 

Hon. IV. H. BAR,ES: Certainly, and 1 
would do it again. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Thnt is a very sound principle. ·Nobody 
understanding the nature of the work 
involved who had any humanity whatever 
\vould object to that principle. 

I pointed out at the beginning . of 
my speech that the strata through whtch 
t h"\) se·wers were .constructed is. in many 
eases, of a rnost trcacbcrous nature. ~ho 
\vork was carried out under great ~Iffi­
cnlties from an e>ngineering point of Yrew, 
cot1seguently it was found necessary to lHO­
tect the safet7 of these men so that there 
would be no" subsidence, resnlting in the 
injury or death of a large number of .m~m. 
I make no apology whatsoever for l?rovJdmg 
tho3e necessarv safeguanls. I bd1eYc th et 
policy has resulted .in protecting .the Jives 
of n.1anv men "\vho. 1f such rcgulatron3 were 
not in "force. might. have been in danger. 
As a matte!· of fact, evidey,ce could be 
bnnwht forward, if it wNc considered neces­
sary,~ to show completc justification for those 
r£'gulations. 1Yl0n carrying out vYork ?f tl~1s 

kind are subject to certam drs­
[11.30 a.m.] abilities. The work is certainly 

dangerous in itself, due to the 
dan~er of subs]dences, and there have been 
sev,;·a] fatal accidents. In addition, the 
work is of a very arduous and disagreeabl.e 
kind. It would do the leader of the Opposi­
tion good-I am sure it conlcl be arranged 
if he so desires-if he would proceed along 
some of thne sewer,; and ascertain exactly 
the difficulties under which these men work. 
Nu doubt the 'hon. memher for Enoggera 
agrees with me that certain precautions aye 
neccssarv. Anyone \vho argnes othcr\vrse 
must be" entirely ignorant of the nature of 
the work involved. I, at any rate, support 
a continuance of th•' principle that every­
thing necessary should be done in all forms 
of public work to ensure the safeh of the 
men engaged on it. We have certain mininr: 
regulations which provide for th<> safety of 
men who work in mining. Th0se regula­
tions, where they are applicable, ape>I.Y to 
the sewers. vVe hove tho Inspection of 
Nfachinery and Scaffolding Act to protect 
men working on buildings. and I can under· 
stand from cxpE>rience the necessity for that 
Act. I have known, when work was scarce 
in certain indus,tries. men being asked to 
work on dangerous scaffolding, ctnd. if they 
objected, thev got the s·1ck and other men 
were placprJ in their positions. I remember 
working 50 fe0t from the ground on a 
5 inch by 2~ inch sce.ffoldin~; plank. If any­
one can· sa 'V that is a safe scctffolding, he 
does not know anything about the matter. 

l:nder the Queensland Inspection of 
Machinery and Scaffolding Act, the man 
responsibie for such a scaffold as that ":~uld 
bn subject to~a very scYcye penalty. lhat 
also applies to ~he operatwr:s of t,l!e _Board 
ill certain purtrculars and 1s app.rcaole tQ 
this quution. 

I think I have covered most of the points 
dealt with in this debate other than the 
Sllg-gcstion by the leader of the Opposition 
at the conclusion of his speech. He argued 
that an rxpcrt co1nmlssion of engineer.~ might 
lmvc carried out the work better than the 
present Board. In investigating that pro­
position, it mu,t be remembered that >orne­
onc would ha,~e to be in <'nntrol of those 
engineer>. Probabl}' the idea is that it 
should bo a sub-department of the Depart­
ment of Public \Vorb. l'crwnally, I dis­
sent from that view on the ground th:1t it 
is purel.v a matter affecting the people in 
th" metropolitan area. Therefore. it is 
comcthing that comes properly within the 
ambit of local government. I believe in 
thP principle that those things which g_ffect 
the State ehould be dealt with by the State 
Parliament, that those things which affect 
Hw Commonwealth as a whole should be 
dealt with bv the Commonwealth l'arlia­
mcnt, and that any works of this kind ,vhich 
purely affect ihe people living ''ithin the 
wctropolitan area, or those within the 
snhere of influence of the Board, are rurely 
local gm·ernment matters, ,and the proper 
subiect for the control of an elected board. 
rrherc is no more reaEon whv the Govern­
nwnt should take control of 'Works in Bris­
bane than there is for taking control of 
\\'orks in Rockhampton, Mackay, Townsville, 
or elsewhere, and it \Vould be an u:nvar­
ranted interference with the legitimate 
functions of the Board. Furthermore, the 
Board thernseh·es have a staff of engineers 
who arc responsible to the Boar·d for carry­
ing out all the engineering work. If a 
so.called expert commission had been set up 
under this Act, they would have had to 
deal with the same difficulties that the 
engineers employed by the Board have had to 
deal with. Thcv would have had to pay 
the same increased cost for material and 
machinery, etc., and there is no reason to 
assume that they would have been able to 
cany out the work any cheaper than it has 
been carried out by the Board. I think it 
i,; unnecessary for me to proceed any 
further with the case for the Board. 

Mr. KELSO ('Yundah): I would just like 
to sav a few words in reply to the argu­
ments put forward by the Minister. I do 
not see that it is any crime for the hon. 
member for Enoggera to exprE>sS his opinion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORK~: I never 
said it was. 

Mr. KELSO: I say it is not a crime for 
the hon. member for Enogg-era to express 
his opinion although he differs frt>m the 
expert. The Minicter took up the position 
that the hon. member for Enogf!era wao 
speaking on a subject with which he is not 
conversant and therefore his remarks do not 
carry any weight. The same thing apnlks 
to nwmb0rs of the Government. I have a 
verv vivid recollection of the Secretary for 
Ae;~icultme last year t.king un the position 
of a cotton expert in certain matt'!·s. He was 
quite rig-ht in doing so, bnt it is proved now 
that this cotton expert m"dc a mistake. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc;BL!C \VORKS : It i€ 
not proved at all. 

Mr. Eelso.] 
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Mi·. KELSO: Th0 recent action of the 
Government is an ab,olute admission that 
the advice which was tendered by the cotton 
expert was not correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR Punuc WoHKS: Not at 
ail. 

Mr. KELSO: The Government have 
r.:wers2d their policy on the qu0stion of 
ratoon cotton. If that is the case then I 
think the hon. member for Enoggera is 
·quite ju;;tificd in critieising an undertaking 
which has been, and is likely to be in a 
still groa tor d<·grec, a very costly thing for 
the city o£ Brisban0. I have never altered 
my opinion for some years as to 1vhat the 
·constitution of the Metropolitan \Vater 
Supply and Sewerage Board should be. I 
think it is the greatest mistake in connection 
v.-ith a groat public utility of this kind_ to 
have a Board elected on a popular franch!s0. 
and absolutely m~k" the election of thrrt 
Board a J1olit~col fight. We know porfertly 
Well that one of the biggest political fights 
'we han i.aking plaeo is in connection with 
i:he election of r:!<'mbers of the Metropolitan 
Water Supply and Sewerage Board. At the 
lai't dcrtion the preople in Brisban<:> had a 
ciunli{'ntinn in n:inlaturc of tht' elcrtions for 
th~ House. The Mini,tcr tPlls us that if 
we had a body ,,f experts they wonld be 
faced with the same difficulties that t 1 

pre-cnt Board >Yere faced with-the same 
difficulties "' to costs and the •same diffi­
culties as to mistak<'s-but he o.-erlooks th<' 
fact that on various occasions th0 pnlicy of 
the Roarcl has been l"'"'N·-r-d. \Yhcll thP 
Labour party get a majority tlwv bring m 
motions to suit their political ideas. and 
probably it is the same with the other side. 
There is n<> continuity of policy with a 
Board elected on i.he popular franchise. and 
it 'vould hav~ b8cn far better if a ron1mission 
of three men had been appointed-one an 
0Xj1Prt SCY\"C'rag-o engineer, one an f'X:port ?usi­
fl.Oo;';.S man) ;:~nd one an 0xperi- in san1tary 
nlurnbing. If thrr-c such mPn 1Y0rP. g-iven 1 
he~ hond to do th0 best tlwv could. I am 
pf'rfcctly ccrtain that a lot of tho mistakes 
that ha.-c been made would ncn•r ha.-e 
happened. 

Tlw SF:CBET.IRY FOH AGRICULTURE: To >.-hom 
would they be responsible? 

l'\Ir. KBLSO: In reply to the interjection 
J: would ask to whmn ar0 the nwmbers of 
the Main Roads Boarrl resnonsible? In 
the last. rHort they would be ~resnonsible to 
Parli<tment 'l'hev" would be working und0r 
an Act of Parliament. the same as thP 
pre·,,.nt l'l1ctropolitan Wat?r Snnply and 
Sewera[;e Board. I would noinic out to th<• 
Secretary for Agriculture that, when estab­
lishing the Main Roarls Board, th" rrOwrn­
mcnt :did not provide for a popular franchise 
throughout the StatP. Thcv took the right 
rout·~·~ f01· once, and apnointed thr0o men 
capable of doing the work, and. although I 
JOll't admit: that iho work of the Main Roads 
Board is v0ry costlv. vd it i' Ycrv thorough. 
and nobody· will s,,." that those- three nwn 
ha.-0 not don£' their work well. What 
would be the position if we had a 
pommissi-on of three m0n inst0a cl of the 
MPtror:olihn '\Vater Supplv and Se>Y ·rage 
Board? You woulrl not ha.-0 every little 
d"hil pnblishcd in the Pre's and argued b:v 
cliffcr<'nt people trying f.o influC'ncc the 
Board in one direction or f.he other. Thoro 
is no chan<'" of doing· pffiricni work wlwn• 
you have a board which 1ws the po\Yl'r to 

[Mr. Kelso. 

undo what you consider to be !he right thing 
to do. I am not r0flecting on any particular 
member of the Board-we have an hmL 
n-.cmber in this ChambN who is a member 
of the Board-! am speaking in a broad 
spirit on the general principle. I do ~10L 
ca1 c "'~ha the n1en are who are representing 
the rat<•payer on the Boar-d; I disagree with 
the principle. We shall never have satJs­
factory work while wo have an elected B?>;rd 
whir_;\ one \Yt'ek can come to one decision 
and ncx.t 1Ycek can change it. For instance, 
.. ,unpo3C the cnrrinc -,r in charge of sewerage 
d0~id0s on a cc;tain thing. is it right, having 
appointed that officer on -account of his pro­
fessional ability, for the Board to come Ill 

and lllido 1vhat has bean done? 
il1r. Por,LOCK : Parliament can do that with 

c·verv Government department. 

Mr. KELSO: Is Parliament going to inter­
fere, for instance, with the Main Roads 
Board? 

Mr. PoLLOCK: We coul-d. 

J\Ir. KELSO: The Go.-ernm(•nt say to the 
Metropolitan vVater and Sewerage BoRrel 
" I-ierc is a sum of money at your disposal," 
and thee- say in what particular direction 
the money has to be sp0nt. They lay dow.u 
the basis." and all they a,k these men to ?o IS 

to "-d~liver the goods," as the Amon.cans 
sav. If these men arc inc,pablc of dch.-er­
ing tho goods. the bc,t thing to do ~s pnt 
an expert in their place. I am not gomg to 
criticise the expert officers of the Board <;nd 
.'AlV wh{'thcr they are ca1mble of carrying 
01;t their duties or not, but one thing that 
struck me was the tremendous waste that 
occurred over t.he Pinkenba, main pipe line 
-this is nc.t hnrsay-I haYo it from a 
mfmber of the Board that. when the pipe 
line was laid from the Hitmilton out-. to the 
mouth of the river, the exports who dosign0-cl 
that work m11Bt or should haYe known that 
they were going pra-ctically through blue 
mud and thev forced the p1pc through blue· 
mud' and it collapsed and broke its hock. I 
am infmmed that they have not found ·'0me 
of the pipe yet. 

Jl.ir. \VrLRO:.i: vVho informe-d you? Do you 
know whether that is correct? 

Mr. KRLSO : I can a'"uro thC' hon. 
member with all due deference to him. that 
the gentiem~n who told me that knows m'lr<' 
a bout sm'> er age than the ho:>. member. I 
do not suppose the hon. member claims to 
be an expert in sower age. 

Mr. vVILSON: I do not-I never did_ 

Mr. KELSO: No. the hon. mcmbN did 
not; I give him credit for that. 

Mr. WrLSON: I hope that you do not claim 
it, either. 

Mr. KELSO: In tho case I am referring 
to they made a deviation on ground which 
would· hold the pipe. That particular 
deviation and the mistake which was madE' 
probably cost the ratepavera £150,000, and 
the hon. member knows that. 

Mr. \VTLSON: I do not know that. 

Mr. KELSO: I am sure the House will 
b·c delighted whon the hon. m cm her contri­
butes to the debate and lets us know the 
position. I am with the hon. memb<:>r for 
Enoggera in urging that thoro should be an 
amendment of the Act. I think the time has 
come when there shoul-d he some a-lteration 
in the constitution of the Board. Thev ha• o 
had a jolly good spin. They have ]Jut tl;e 
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ratepayers to an enor,;,ous expensD, and at 
the present time to a certain extent the result 
of the work of the Board is a by-word in 
the community. People aw beginning to 
wonder when the end is going to come. 

Mr. GLEDSON : You wa.nt to take it off 
their shoulders and put it on to the Govern­
ment. 

Mr. KELSO: An enormous amount is 
being spent, but the end of t~e sewerage 
works is not in sight yet. If tlus IS the ,result 
to be obtained from a popularly const1tnted 
Board. it is a question whether it would n?t 
be better to put it in the hands of a commis­
sion of experts. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Somebody has been pulling 
your leg over the Pinkenba busineco. 

Mr. KELSO: The bon. member is making 
an interjection probably at the suggestion of 
the hon: member for Fortitude Va.!loy. If 
not I can assure the hon. member that he 
-do~s not know anything about it. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Wait till yon hewr the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley. 

Mr. KELSO: We shall be delighted to 
hear the hon. member for Fortitude Valley, 
because his views will be very illuminating. 
I do not know whether the hon. member is 
wedded to the present system ; but I think 
that with the experience he has had, he 
must see that a. popularly elected board is 
not going to run successfull;v a _great sc.her;:e 
of this kind-a scheme which IS onlv m Its 
infancy at the preseat time and is likely to 
grow tremendously as the city of BriBbane 
urows. I am sure we are all proud of the 
~ity of Brisbane, and believe that it will 
gr~w at an a.ccelerated rate. 

This matter is well worthv of considera­
tion. \'le have had several Commissions. 
The hon. member for Enoggera, in reply to 
the Secretary for Public Works, interjected, 
''Have the Board taken notice of the finding 
of the late Commission of Inquiry?" I would 
ask the hon. member for Fortitude Valley 
kindly to reply to that. Have the Boa.rd 
carried out the suggestions made by the 
Commission? I hope the hon. member will 
answer that question. He certainly is pos­
sessed of. the information. I do not think 
the Board have acted on the recommenda­
tions of the Commission of Inquiry. Had 
they done so, there would have been an 
adequate cha.nge made. I have pleasure in 
supporting the motion of the hon. member 
for Enoggera. 

Mr. WILSON (Fottitude T'alletJ): I desire 
to say something in reply to the remarks 
made by hon. members oppositE'. I was some­
what surprised at the speech of the hon. 
member for Enogrrera. He ran over the 
"hole matter with his usual dash and use 
of figures, ond ma.de innuendoes about this, 
that. and the other, and, from· the way he 
dealt with the whole of the ramifications of 
the Board's work, one would think he was 
an e,xport engineer. I have a good idea 
where the information whi,·h the hon. member 
gave came from. 

Mr. KERR: I ca.n aesnre vou that I received 
no information fron1 an:~ofw. 

Mr. WILSOi\!: The information which 
has been given about the matter is. in my 
opinion, not right. I shall refer to the water 
and sewerage scheme from its commencement. 
Tenders were celled for applications for the 
position of engineer for sewerage some con-

1924-3 E 

siderablo time ago. Mr. Thorn·, the present 
engineer, was selected from a. number of 
applicants, and was brought from Hobart to 
formulate a scheme. The scheme came before 
the Board, which wanted to get expert advice 
before they adopted it, with the result tba.t 
they aoked for a report from Mr. Oliver, of 
Melbourne, Mr. Smail, of Sydney, and an 
Adelaide engineer. Unfortunately the Adel­
aide man coul-d not come. vVe could not 
have done a wiser thing, because each of 
those States had a sewerage scheme in opera­
tion, a.nd we could therefore benefit by any 
mistakes which might have been made in the 
Southern capitals. Mr. Oliver and Mr. 
Smail were here for some time going into 
the scheme submitted by Mr. Thorn, with the 
re,ult that they recommended the adoption 
of Mr. Thorn's scheme with very little altera­
tion indeed. The work was commenced, and 
tenders were called for the main sewer. It 
might be just as well, as it ha.s been men· 
tioned very often in the Chamber, to give 
the result of the first tenders which were 
called for the work. We had a gentleman 
here from Melbourne, whose pricB was so 
high that it was impossible to look at it. 
Tenders were called for three different sec­
tions of the main sewer. · A Mr. Atherton, 
who was representing an English firm, Rhys 
Jones, McTagg·art, and Birch, got the con­
tract from Pinkenba up to Nudgee road, and 
a Mr. Adams got the tender from J'<udgee 
road along to J ames street. We know the 
result of that. The third tenderer was Mr. 
Carr. He was the onlv one who can-ied 
through his contract successfully. 

i\11·. lYIAXWELL : They lost a lot of mone3· on 
it. 

Mr. WILSON: I am not disputing that 
fact. The result of the other two contracts 
is well known. The contractors could not 
finish their jobs, and loft them in a most 
deplorable condition, with the result that 
there were two big law cases, both of which 
the Board won. But although the Boa.rd 
got judgment in both cases they did not get 
one solitary penny from the contractors. 
They had, ther -fore, to take that work on 
themselves. Hon. members had only to look 
at the condition of Breakast Creek road 
near the Bowling Green to understand the 
condition in which one of the contrac·ts 
was left. The road fell in on the big 
sewer 60 feet below the surface in elurry, 
and the Board ha-d to use expensive 
machinery and h~d to work in th~t area 
to get through those places whc re the con­
tractors had neg-lected or failed to do the 
work. Th" ccntractors sank a number 
of shafts, but water got in, whid1 
made the whole work defective, and 
the. ground fell in. The Boar-d could -do 
nothing else but take up the work 
at once by day-labour, although some of the 
political friends of hon. memb"rs opposite­
a majority of them-considered that fresh 
t~ndcrs should have been call d. However, 
the Board iook up the work, and hen. mem­
bers know the result of the burden which 
fell upon them throu11h the ineffici"ncy of the 
contracior and his inability to carry 'out the 
worlc It cost the Board a verv considerable 
sum of money. Perhaps before.} get off that 
question I had better say that, as you go from 
Hamilton hills across the flats towards the 
c-utfall, the ground is nothing but a big 
hottomle''' se' of slurry and slime. 
That was the kind of ground in 'which 
a foundation for the sewer had to 

Mr. Wilson.] 
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be found, and hon. members can under­
stand what it wae like. 

Mr. KELSO: That is so, but did not th'• 
eng-ineers take borings? 

Mr. \VILSOX: From the railwav gates ..tt 
Meeandah a deviation was made. :!Yir. 
.\.dams, on behalf of the English flfm I ha' e 
mentioned, had put down a number of shafts 
on ihe line of the sewer, but had never 
bottomed any of them. The position was 
grtting \YOrs0. and it was considered that it 
wo•.tld be mnch cheaper to abandon the route 
along the main road and go acNlss what wcro 
known as the meat,.·orks paddocks. 

Mr. KELSO: Had not the· eno:ine·•ro taken 
borings preyiously-before the contracts wore 
let? 

Mr. WILSON: The,· had. and the con­
tractors took borings too. They were not 
supposed to rely on the borings put down 
b\ tho Board. That was the crux of the 
whole question in the law cases. The con­
tractors claimed that they had got faLo 
informat;on from the Board, but thev did 
nothing of the kind, and the result of' tho'e 
cases was in the Board's favour. Thev wen' 
under an obligation to take out borings for 
themselves. 

2\Tr. KEL'O: You admit that it is slimo 
and slurrY? 

Mr. WILSON: The hon. member for 
Ennggera said that the rating syst::n1 wa3 
unfair. We know perfectly well that this was 
a burning qucst'on at the last election. The 
hon. member sh ted quite righily that 80 per 
cent. of the Board's r- venue comes from 
persons owning land of a less value than 
.£300, and that the other 20 per cent. is found 
by people each owning land from £300 in 
value up to something in the neighbourhood 
of £65.000. I have not p;ot the figurco here, 
but l remember them mfficiently to give hon. 
members that idea of how unfair the system 
is. \V e want to abolish that system of ratin<;, 
and last year eome steps were taken to that 
end. The Board practic•ally unanimously 
ag-rr-C'd that son1e alteration w·as nece.:1sary 
t~ put on the \lealthier people more of iho 
burd n which had been borne by the unfor­
tunate poorer clac"e'·· who owned property up 
to the value of £300. \Vhen we ag-reed on 
that system, there was such a squeal from 
the wealthier classes, including the Pro­
p'rb Owners' Association, or some bo-dy b:i 
some ouch name, who held a meeting and 
kickf'd up an awful row about the extra 
amount they would haYe to pay. I ha·;'l 
tackl~d Mr. Madarlane on this qu-estion, 
I do not know where the hon. mem­
ber for "Enogg·cra has g-ot his informa­
tion. hut I assume that it is lw looking up 
the "Telegraph" ncw,;paper, which contained 
two or three columns of a report of the a,,socia­
t1on's anniHll n10eting, in \vhi.ch credit 'vas 
giw-n to Mr. Macfarlane for having the 
svstcm altered, whert• lS thr Board co,me tu 
set' the Premier and g·ot some redrcoc. by 
getting some of the expendituro capitalised. 
That was n greed to hv a majority of th<' 
Board. whereas the report I have mentioned 
gaYo Mr. Macfarlane all the credit for 
reducing the rate from the fignro at which 
it was cnrried bv the Board. although, as a 
matter of fact, Mr. Macfarlane had actually 
moved the resolution fixing the now basis 
of rating. In passing. I may point out that 
the landowners subscribed a cerhin amount 
of money to supnort the election of Mr. 
Macfarlane. It shows how money is raised 

[:1lr. Wilson. 

so that the finances of the Board may be 
straightened out in such a way that C'rtain 
persons will get relief. As a matter of fact, 
the new basis was carried almost unani­
mously, only one member, Mr. Frc\v, opposin'4 
it. I onlv mention that in passing because 
credit has b:·en given to Mr. Macfarlam>, 
<mrl I asume that the hon. member's infor­
mation comes from him. 

Mr. KERR: I got no information from Mr. 
1\'Iacfarlane. I have never spoken to him m 
m.v life. Yon will have to accept my 
asRuranf'c. 

lVIr. TAYLOR: Mr. 11acfarlane 1s a good 
n1an. 

Mr. l\IAXWELL: He is a good man. 

Mr. \vu: soN: There is no nsc denyi11g 
that the cost of material and labour and 
everything in connection with the ramific ,_ 
tions of the Board is far greater now than 
\vh('n the work ,,-·as commenced som ·year:3 
ago. 

:VIr. KELSO: Even-body admits that. 

Mr. \VILSOJ'\: Now, in 11Plbourne roughl, 
£16.000.000 have bPen sp0nt on the \Yater and 
~<1 V\Tcrage schemes UJ> to th' present t-irr10, but 
th:'ir water scheme th"re is very different 
from ours. At ;\Iount Crosbv thPre is a set of 
eng·ine'i going night and ·day fill the year 
ronnel. I knov.- that the hon. member· 
for Enoggora has paid a v1srt to our 
puinpjng station and has 8ePn tbo s.vs~ 
tem in operation th<'r<', and therefore 
he is ahle to compo.re it with the 
sv>t<'ms of the other States. In Svdnc'C 
th0 expenditure on vvater and srwera~e runs 
into rouvhlv £20 000.000, and here in Bris­
hanp the total ·"Xnenditure up to the present 
is a bnut £6 000.000. of which the greate.t· 
port has been spent on the water supplv 
Ro f~r as my knowlf'dge of the ronC'Prn g-oes 
it will run into about another £2 000,000, 
£1.000.000 for water-including- the Stanley 
Rivel· dam-and £1,000,000 for sewerag-e. 

Mr. KERR: Does that include reticulation 
nncler the sewerage scheme' 

Mr. WILSON: Yes. I am not an exprrt, 
of course, but that ie. my opinion. On that 
point I want to say that from m; knov ledgu 
of cxJwrts in connection with the Board and 
in other ventures I have not got much tinw 
for them. The inference to be drawn from 
the remarks of previous speakers is that it 
would be better to ha Ye this system under 
the control of experts. 

Mr. Hrrzon came from America to report 
on a w J.ter scheme manv :vc,~rs ago before 
I \\as a member of ihe Bo'ard, and he was 
taken over to Stradbrok0 Island, where lw 
explored a good deal of the country in 
connection with a water supply scheme. I 
believe that Mr. KNnp was the engineer for 
the Board at the time The Board cut qniie 
a lot out of his report as being flbsolutelv 
worthless. I do not want to- rki'nin the 
House. but I could quote some of the ridicu­
lon~ statements and (,;uf!gf''·tions 1 hat ~., E'l~(' 
n;rrde. 

Tho o;;;c\n~l'agG schel11C ha.;;; be0n a ver diffi­
cult undertaking for th" Board. aNl I am 
sure. if hon. member, werc- to g-o dow" and 
en ihe amount of work that is done 60 fret 

Lc·low the mrfrrcc. thcv W'Ould not care to 
go in where the nwn 'V"'ro work:ng 

f12 noon] under lil' pressure. 1t tokes a 
fairly strong man to stanrl ihc-.r 

conditions, becauso he ic liabl•1 to bl.:ed at 
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the cars or the nose. 'The ratoq of payment 
are pretty high for that cl~tss of work. If we 
compare the rate of wages paid now and 
the vrc·-:ent cost of material with the rates 
of \ntges and cost of material before th0 war 
and coru:pare the pn .;:;ont cost of sovverago 
cc.nstrucTion with tlw coct of constructing 
the ~ewers in existence in other St1tf''3, it \v-ill 
be found that the Bo.trd ha·, been up again't 
considerablo difficulties. It is a great pile· 
that the work was not commonecd twenty 
ycurs ago" 

A good d0al has boon said h:v tlw hon. 
n1cn1ber for Enoggcra and others about sp~ed­
ing up. rrhe n1ain SO\YOr iA completed, and 
\VC are g0tting along remarkably well with 
the reticula iiou. I want to inform th.e hon. 
member for EnoggerOL that it is not r, Yery 
easy matter to Cc11TY ont tho house connec­
tions. Tho reticulation work is all right, 
bui we han\ a good deal of rdiculatiun work 
completed ahPad of th,, hou'c connections. 
'\Vc had a man from one of the southern 
Si a tes where he is in charge of the house 
connection \vork, to givr tu an idea of the 
number of connections we would bo abl0 to 
rnnko each year, and \VC are pushing along 
with thorn as <]Uickly as pcssible. 

Mr. KERR: Has the Doa;·d got plenty of 
money? 

Mr. WILSON: We have got sufficient 
money for the present. Hon. member must 
rememhcr that to carry out tho work by the 
Board we shall have to borrow £2.000 000 or 
£3,000,000 for house' connection work, but 
we cannot force the people to conncrt up 
if they have not got the monev, and so 
it is neceslary for the Board tO take on 
lhe work and do it for them. It is rather 
a hard thing to compel a working man with 
a wife and family to carry out the work 
when it is going to cust £50 or £60. How 
can we force such men to do it even if their 
r ropcrties arc free of encun1brance? 

Mr. KERR: The Board will have lo help 
them. 

Mr. WILSON: y,,, the Board will charge 
a fair rate of ir1tcreRt. It was nece~sarv to 
have an amendment of the previous -Act 
to enable the Board to do that. \Vc have 
done all that we can in connection with the 
speeding up of hou.so connections. Hon. 
members must realise that the Board is con· 
fronted with the task of supplving water 
as well as <'ctrrying out the sewerage scheme, 
and I have alwavs advocated bo-th on the 
Board and elsewhere that water should come 
first. Next after air and li~ht I consider 
wa_t·('l' is the n1ost essential b thing to our 
existence. 

Mr. KELSO: You cannot have a sewerage 
system without water. 

Mr. WILSO~: You cannot wait for water. 
In the past the trouble haq bc"n thilt we 
have not had enough trunk mrrins to bring 
the water from C'\Iount Crosbv. At the 
prt~sent ~ime \vo. h:n-_o 280 n1f'n ~·working in 
comtructn~'l' a PI)W llllc from JY[ount Crosby 
to Torra.gmdt Htll. where ihc new reservoir 
is. That reservoir has a capacity of 13,000,COO 
gallons. 

Mr. KELSO: 'The Board have not hurried 
with the "a tor <Juestion. 

Mr. \YILSO"": '\Ve have done our best 
to get the wherewithal to con si ruct a proper 
scheme so as to got the \Vater down as 
quickly as possible. '\Vhen the Board was 
f:rst constituted we had only one 24·inch pipe 

lin~ frorn. Mount Crosby, whercrts 110\\' u 
48-mch ptpo lino consiructo,] of Monhu" 
B'rrguson's steel [oipes has bt'Pn built. - \Y,, 
hope to ha\'e sufficient pipe lines to prevent 
an~\ shortage of vvator at Christmas tinH.:. 

The leader of the Opposition n1ado ~on1P 
comment on the mines regulations boino· 
applied to the sewerage work. Anyone 'vh:S 
ha·-, any kno,vledgo uf tl1o use of exp1osiYc~ 
for blasting purposes \\·ill :1dmit that wh0rc 
BHC']1 \Vork is ( arried ont 1 !10 l\1 in('s R0gn~ 
l<:t10ns Ad should apply. Th0 law w<ts so 
amended as to permit of SP\'i"0r construcl ion 
being brought under that ~1ct. That involvcJ 
higher rates of r)ay to son1o rncn, bnt it 
had to be done for safety's sake. 

:VIr. MoORE: Overlapping of ~ontwl. 

. :\fr. \YILSO~: Explosivos \Yore necc<Sar,v 
1~1 carr,:nng out the work in tho rnain por­
lton of the tm\11 when cll·iving through rock, 
but lo\vor down tho work "vas dono in nllH1, 
cor::scrplcntl;. no blasting ,-.;as nec(ssarv. It 
"as a .'·cry difficult thing to constrnct the 
dnves m wft material 60 feet from the sur­
face. and. whcn we got a,; far as Pink<'nbn, 
WP thought it advisable to lift the sPwer to a 
higher level near Luggage Point. The men 
here agitating to be brought under the 
wm-isions of the ::Ylines Hegulatiuns Act. 
and the danger was there which made it 
absoJut0ly neces~Sary to give sorne protection, 
and so tho men'·."' 1elairns could not b& 
refused. 

Some mention has been madc abo11t the 
cLmge of policv adopted by the Board. 'l'hat 
has been responsible for one of thl' great 
defects in the functioning of the Board. 
I do not want to be personal in any way, 
but I want hon. mwnbers to have sornl' 
i~le_a of the result of that change of policy. 
~mte a lot has been pub)i,hed in connPc­
tton \nth th" work done at Laidlaw parade 
and other work both under da.y labour and 
contract, but that work \Vas done since th<~ 
change of policy by the Board. We did not 
have th0 same e.mount of scamping when 
the work was carried out by day labour. 

1\Ir. 1\lAXWELr,: \Vas not the work at Kew­
market carried out by day labour? 

Mr. WILSO)<: I admit that The policy 
of the Board was changed and the contract 
s:·stem· was ado11tnd in preference to day 
labour by a Board consisting of two Labou'r 
1ncmbers as against six otherR, and it \\-as 
after that the scamping commenced. 

l\lr. KERR : Ah ! 
l\1r. \VILSON: I was then\ and I ought 

io know. Up to that time the L cicihw 
parade job and the Xewmarket work had 
not been commenced. 

~1r. KERR: Are you in a position to sav 
that all ihe other ,,·ork was well donP? Hav~ 
you had the main sewers examined? 

. Mr. WILSON: We have had men down. 
111 the main sewer, and I am sure that a 
good job was made in that connection not­
withstan?ing tha~ those who are oppo;ed to 
us pohtically tned to draw a red-herring 
aeross the track hy saying it v, as not. When 
the Board decided by six members as against 
two Labour members to change their policv 
they hung up quite a lot of work. We ha:d 
quite a lot of work in progress under the 
da;y-labour . system. It \vas necpssary to 
bmld a werr at Mount Crosby, and it was 
absolutely necessary to construct filters at 
Halt's Hill to provide pure water for the 
community. 'The Board hung up those works 
simply because they wanted them done by 

lf!r. Wilson.] 
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contract and desired to call tenders for the 
work. After the work had been held up for 
some consideraBle time and it was pointed 
out by the engineer and the Labour mem· 
bers that the Board had taken up a ridicul­
ous attitude, the other members agreed t.o 
allow the work to be completed under the 
day-labour system. I am only pointing out 
that directly the friends of the hon. members 
opposite secured the election of six of their 
members against two members of the Labour 
party on the Board they installed the con­
tract system, and from that time on tho 
scamping work round about Brisbane has 
taken place. I have no time for scamped 
work. I do not care whether it is clone by 
day labour or contract. The men are paid 
a good daily wage and work under condi­
tions which are better, I suppose, than those 
obtaining in any other place in Australia. 

OPPOSITION Th'1EMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KERR: \V ere the resignations of those 

officers accepted by the Board? 

Mr. WILS0.:\1': We all know very well 
that the work at Laidlaw parade was abso­
lutely disgraceful. Some of the men informed 
the official of the Australian \Vorkers' Union 
of it, and that body in turn communicated 
with the Acting .Premier, who in turn com­
municated with the Board. \Vhen that com­
munication came before the Board I moved 
that the engineer for sewerage be instructed 
forthwith to hold an inquiry into the matter 
and renort to the Board. He did so. Some 
of am·- opponents on the Board-they are 
only opponents in the sense of being opposed 
to our policy-thought that the scamped work 
had been deliberately done. I want to give 
that an emphatic denial. We had nothing 
to do with it. It was on my motion that 
the nature of the work was exposed. Th'l 
seamred work at Laidlaw parade was 
revealed to be worse than on any other 
section. 

Mr. KELSO: Did those men who were 
called upon to resign do so? 

Mr. WILSON: Which men? 
Mr. KELSO: The Secretary for Public 

\Vorks read a motion carried by the Board 
calling upon the officers connected with that 
work to resign. 

Mr. WILSON: The Secretary for Public 
\Vorks read the rc<-o]utions which were 
carried by the Board after the report of 
Mr. Harr'is was considered. 

Mr. KERR: It has been publicly stated 
that, as a re•ult of that inauiry, no action 
has been taken by the Board. Do you now 
say action hrrs been taken? 

Mr. WILSO:.J: Yes. Did not the Secre­
tary for Public \Vorks read a motion that 
was passed b:v the Board calling upon those 
connected with the work to resign? 

Mr. KERR: I am glad to hear that. 
The SECRETARY :FOR AGRICULTURE: You 

would not have moYed your motion if you 
had had that information. 

Mt. KERH: Why should not I have done 
so? 

Mr. GLEDSON: He has had it prepared for 
a month. 

Mr. WILSON: The Board was absolutely 
disgusted with the whole of the revelations, 
not only from the point of view of the work 
of the contractor, but also with respect to 
the work carried out b:;- day labour. 

.1\lr. MAXWELf": Hear, he.ar ! 

fM·r. Wilson. 

Mr. WILSON: But it was revealed that 
the work carried out by day labour was nos 
so badly scamped as i.hat undertaken b:v 
the contractor. I am not attempting to take 
the part of the men concerned, as I assisterl 
to deal with them just as I assisted to deal 
with the contractor's men. '!11 

Mr. KELSO: There were faults on both 
sides. . 

Mr. \VILSON: I have no time for the man 
who does not do his work couscientiously 
because he happens to be working under­
ground where he cannot be seen. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR P<.:BLIC 'WoRKS: The 
public have to be protected. 

Mr. WILSON: I am glad that the hon. 
member for Enoggera brought this matter 
forward, if for no other re>tson than that it 
bas cleared the air, and will tend to 
dispel from the minds of the people certain 
impressions that have got abroad. I believe 
that, if the hon. member for Enoggera gave 
his candid opinion, he would admit that good 
work has been done bv the Board in giving 
the people a pure wat-er supply. 

Mr. KERR: I did not deal with the water 
supply at all. 

Mr. WILSON: Water supply and sewerage 
is all under the one controL I was pleased 
in a way to hear the remarks of the hon. 
member and the history of the Board which 
he gave. No one can deny the fact that 
the Board on its initiation was composed 
.almost wholly of Nationalist members. The 
local authorities met to appoint the first 
Board, and they selected eight Nationalists. 
They took sides from the very day the Board 
was appointed. 

Mr. KERR: Politics should never enter into 
an undertaking of this nature. 

Mr. WILSON: I know that some of the 
representatives signed the platforms of both 
parties. 

Mr. KELSO: '.rhat is an admission that the 
system is bad. 

Mr. WILSON: The friends of hon. mem­
bers opposite have dominated the Board for 
more than half its existence, and until thi• 
year the work of the Board was carried out 
with a majority of their members on the 
Board. 

Mr. MAXWELL (1'oowonu): I wish to 
congratulate the hon. member for Enoggera 
upon having introduced a question of very 
wide importance. The remarks of the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley have justified 
the attitude t.aken up by the hon. member for 
Enoggera. The hon. member gave the HousiJ 
some interesting information. I am not 
going to discuss this question from a political 
point of view. 

The SECRETARY FOR P<.:BLIC WoRKS: You 
never do that? 

Mr. MAXWELL: No, I am not like the 
hon. gentleman. I am of opinion that the 
Board is wrongly constituted. I want to 
say right at the outset that under exis!ing 
conditions politics havrJ no rif(ht to enter mto 
it. The Secretary for Public Works in the 
cour'e of the explicit explanation which he 
gave dwelt at some leng-th on the report 
that was presented bv Mr. Oliver, and he 
attempted tD heap a certain amount of odium 
on the hon. member for Enoggera for the 
manner in which he referred to the C'orn­
missioner who conducte·d that inquiry. The 
hon. gentleman stressed the qualifications of 
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the Commissioner, and thought it was out 
of keeping for any hon. member occupying 
a responsible position in this House to criti­
cis0 his actions and work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: I did 
not do that; you misunderstood me. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman 
attempted to ridicule the hon. member for 
Enoggera. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC ·woRKS: I pro­
tnted against him imputing improper 
motives to an engineer of the standing of 
Mr. Oliver. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I did not ta.ke that 
view of the hon. gentlema.n's remarks. 

Mr. KERR: I did not impute motives. 

::\fr. MAXWELL: I want to know why 
the Minieter is not prepared to accept the 
report of Mr. Olivcr. I believe that Mr. 
Oliver was a man who was fully qualified 
to invt_ stigate the sewerage system, other­
wise he would not have been appointed to 
his position. If that is the case. why does 
the :\1inister not listen to the advice given 
by him? 

The SECRETARY FOR l'CBLIC' VVORKS: I ·am 
not the Board. 

Mr. i.IAXWELL: The Secretarv for Public 
'Norks is the head of a spending 'department 
which has tD say that cert:tin things in con­
nection with the Board are "up to the 
knocker.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PDBLIC \VoRKS: He only 
scrutinises the plans and specifications. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: The hon. member for 
Enoggt:ra was perfectly justified in bringing 
forward this question. On page 26 of Mr. 
Oliver's report it is sta.ted-

" As there has certainly been a lack of 
candour on the part of the Board in the 
past as far ad taking the people into its 
counsels is concerned, I make a sugges­
tion which might be followed with 
ac!Yantage by the Boa.rd and prove a. 
benefit to the public. Hitherto the mem­
bers of the Board have been in the habit 
of resolving themselves into a "Com­
mittee of the \Vhole" to discuss matters 
of urgent public importance. The people 
have not been taken into the confidence 
of the Board sufficientlv to enable them 
to understand the nature of the business 
so transacted. 'The president, a.ccording 
to reports, has at times supplied the Press 
with the result of such " Star Chamber" 
deliberations, and has told them that so 
many feet of sc"·crs were constructed, 
and so much loan money applied for, but 
it would appear from the exhibits 
tendered in evidence that no comparisons 
were forthcoming to ena.ble the rate­
payers to judge if the Board were keep­
ing the expenditure within the bounds 
originally anticipated." 

Despite that advice from the Commissioner, 
to-day we arc in exactly the same position 
that we cannot get any information from 
this Board. We have been told by the 
Secretan- for Public \Vorks a.nd th<; hon. 
n>Ember ·for Fortitude Valley that the cost 
has been increased owing to the war. Those 
hon. members did not go far enough. The 
unfortunate war has been blamed for a 
great many things, and it hns been a very 
nice proposition for a Government such as 
the one in power to lean upon. 

On page 25 of this same report, we read-
" :Mr. Manchester advanePd variou~· 

reasons for the increased costs to which 
the Board waa subjected, the principal 
of which, perhaps, were the lessening 
of the energy of the labour unit, and 
the divided controls. To thos~ two 
factors I personally attribute most of 
the cxcco.s expenditure myself. :Mr. J\1an­
chc,tcr also adds the following fac·toro 
as being responsible for the incre:tsing 
overhead costs:-

\\.,.ages of employees increased by 
the Arbitration Court from time to 
ti111e, vvith retrospective application." 

Jn that connection let mc1 say that hon. 
members opposite have stressed the point 
!hat certain contractors threw up their con­
tracts. Why? Simply because of the retro­
spectivity of the award. 

The SEC'RETARY FOR PcnLIC \YORKS: Oh, no. 

Mr. J\1AX\YELL: The hon. gentleman 
may say what he likes, but those were the 
reasons advanced by the contractors. 

The SECRETAHY IOR l'cBLlC .WORKS: They 
had to giYe some reason. 

Mr. l\IAXWELL: They had to givo some 
reason! I have been quoting Mr. J\'Ian­
chester's rcn1arkR! To continue-

" ShorLr hours worked by the men. 
Diminutio·n Df output as compared 

with si'11ilar hours worked before the 
war. 

Compulsory payment for holiday< 
Outbreak of \var dislocating a.ll indus-

try. 
Increasing cost of mate-rials. 
'Go slow' policy. 
Strikes. 
Excavation difficulties in treacherous 

ground. 
Shutting down of works for want. of 

funds. 
Contractors throwing up their con·· 

tracts and Board having to complete 
san1e. 

Delay of plant and material. 
Legislation.-:>daking the sewers mine« 

under th0 J\1ines Hegulations Act, 
'vhercby 111ine ·Jnanagcrs had to .bo 
placed in charg·e. as well as the supPrm­
tcnding Dfficcrs of the Board, two men 
thereby doing one man's work. ~hilt 
bosses· also had to be appointed to take 
charge of miners. 

Multiplicity of -departments dealing 
with Board. 

High rates of pay to air-lock workers. 
reachimr to £1 Ss. per shi"ft of 4 hours 
per man." 

And the public-the poor unfortunate rate­
payers and citizens-have to pay for all 
this. Irrespective of what this work is going­
to cost, those concerned arc g·oing to touch 
the pockets of the man with the 16-perch 
allotment, and he will ha Ye to pa;: even 
a greater proportion than the wealth:, man. 

Another point regarding the estimates. 
for the work needs attention. W c are 
irdormed that there was a considerable differ­
ence in the estimates because of the war. 
Mr. Manchester made the statement that 
they had sufficient money to complete a 
certain proportion of the work. Mr. Oliver 
says on page 24 of this report--

" As the original estimate for SB\\'er-

M t·. .M aJ.;w ell.] 
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ing th0sc sections was £332,000 it will 
he seen that at th•c c·nd of last Year 
there 'vas an L'Xrr~·~.s of cxpcnd{iure 
"mounting to £544.572, oxC'lusiYc of 
C<~pitalised interest. The Audit Inspec­
tor gi,es ihe capitalised interest at that 
date as £G9,669 7s. 3d. 

" Mr. 1\Ianchcstcr. in his evidence, 
claims that tlw Doard should be given 
C'rcdit for havillg" effE ntccl various saY­
ings through altering the. ori~·inal scheme. 
Ho states that the Mccandah dcYiation 
(39 to 53) ,yas adopted to save 16~ chains 
of .sower line, and us at that time the 
sewers were costing £44 per foot. the 
16~ chains would repre>f'nt a saving of 
£44,270. 

"Against this, Mr. Ross states that 
the Mcoandah deviation was originally 
<>xpected to cost £70,00G, hnt at th .. end 
of last year it had cost £165.147, with 
2,605 feet of sewer still to complete. As 
loans totalling £257,600 had been 
obtained from tb'C Treasur:.- to complete 
this deviation, it is mora than likely 
this sum will be absorbed before the 
work is finished." 

l\Ir. \VrLSO);: What arc you reading from? 

l\ir. '\fAXWELL: From Mr. Oliver's 
,·c·port. I ,hall read a littk further, for 
ihe ben0fit of the hon. member. 

:VIr. WILWN: _\ll right, so long as }"QU read 
the eomplimcntary remarks made by Mr. 
C!i,·cr in favour of iho Board. At pt·osent 
you are choosing the 10 per CPnt. that is 
vn<'omplimentary as ag·ainst 90 per cent. 
1-hat is complin1entary in his rernark~. 

Mr. MAXVi'ELL: ]\'ever since I have 
br '·n on the floor of the House have I had 
any .ctesire to mjsrepresf'nt or rnisload. I 
know ho~\ ridiculous a person can bQ made 
to look who attempts to do that. I do not 
mean to r·av that the members of the Board 
haYc not <lone their best. but I say that 
undoubtedly their best has not been Yery 
much. l believe the members of tbe Board 
to be honourable men. I ha ye been asso­
ciated with some of them in other matters, 
and I know how honest theY arc in other 
activities. That only brings i110 back to the 
fact that we are on \Vrong lin 9 in connecHon 
l':ith this Board. What would it mean if tho 
Gove_rnnwnt adopted a policy of ha ying an 
electivP board to control the Dep~rtmcnt 
of Railv. ays, the Treasury Department, and 
Lands Department? 'l'o carrv the polie.­
out to a logical conr:lusion that should be 
done. I say unhesitatingly that the proper 
course to ha vc adopted in this connection 
wa~ to appoint throo Con1111issionors to carry 
out this work. It has been oaid that the 
local authorities should control the work. 
I believe tboy should. To me one ray of 
c,unshine is that under the Citv of Bri,bane 
Bill the Metropolitan Water" Supply and 
Sewerage Board will come under the control 
of the looal authorities. Then it will not 
bo to a certain oxt.ont elective, where certain 
politi•:al or15anisations-it doe· not matter 
which side they arc on-may pick individuals 
who are popular and plac·e J,hem in thf'''O 
position;c whether they arc capabl0 or not. 
\\' e should havo experts paid to do the ,- ork. 
I say "experts" ndvisedlv. 'I'he hon. mem­
ber for Fortitude Vallcv" saYS he does not 
hclievc in 0xperts. \Y ould the hon. m em bcr 
recommend the discharge of the President 
of the Doard and of other experts. and 
lea,-e it to the laymen on the Board to 
'tarry out the work associated with the 

f Vr. Ala. 1crll. 

Board's activities? I think ow of the go(}d 
things that· will br brought about by the 
City of Brisbane Bill will be that the experts 
will have greater latitude to perform their 
duties. 

Mr. \YILSON : The whole State should be 
L'Un b,> experts, according to your argun1ent. 

Mr. MAXWJZLL: I am n(}t saying that. I 
recognise that there arc certain functions that 
the Government must control. With that 
object Governments and local authoriti0s are 
brought into existence. I do think tha.t we 
have arrived at a point w.hen we should 
re\·iew the whole position. Political influ­
ence should not g(}vern these big things. W <> 
should not have m'en compelled to carry out 
a policv suitable to a political coterie n(} 
matter 'how much thev may be disliked h)' 
intelligent reprcsentatiYes. The mind_ of 
this cotcric is made up. One might 
just a.s well put o1w or two men in a posi­
tion to carry on the government of the 
country. 

Mr. Oliver says that he has always hccn 
of the opinion that da:i-labour is more ex­
pensive than contract work, and that day­
labour is not "' satisfactorv as contract 
work. Coming from a man liiw that who is 
imp(}rto·d to advise the Board, one would 
naturally think that the Board would have 
taken sc)me notice of hi.' adYice. 

[12.30 p.m.] 
Dut what was done? They practicall.v pa.id 

no attention to :Mr. Olivcr'c report, and the 
whole of the money spent was prac­
tically wasted. During the -tress of unem­
ployment the Board had some difficulty in 
regard to their finances. It was somewha.t 
difficult for them to CdlTY on, and notwes 
were giYcn to some of the men that the} 
''"onld have to be discharged, and I have a 
vivid recollection of t~IC Board r _:ceiving u, 

deputation and one of the men having the 
impudence to sav that it " ts not the func­
tion of the Unemployed Committee t(} find 
the money-that was the dutv of the Board. 
Thing, have reached a v<>ry pitiable stage 
when we got such deputations approachmg 
the Board; but that is what our political 
ideals have reached to-day. When a Board 
is elected on lines such as that, it is only 
natural to expect !hat Qrganisations will 
bind thcmseh·cs together in order to see that 
they got a proper deal. On page 21 of Ius 
report ::\1r. Oliver sa) s-

" Some of the work was carried out 
by r·ontract a!"d part bv day labour. Per­
sonally I prefer the contract system as 
the cheaper, and contract work prob>Lbly 
-causc·c. less trouble." 

I want to emphasise that the hon. member 
for Enoggcra is t(} be congratnlatNl on bring­
ing this matter forward. because there is a 
great amount of dis,absfactiOn amongst ihP 
public. who have to pa:· for what they are 
not getting. The "·hole basis of the ratmg· 
is absolutely W!'(}ng. It is only a. fair pro­
position that the con,mmer should pay for 
"hat he uses. \V hat is the position! A 
great n1any individuals who have not got a 
meter installed have to pay for what 
thev do not u·sc. That is a condition 
of ' affairs that should not he allowed 
to obtain, and 6urely with the amount 
of intc1ligonrc we haYe on the Board 
it should he po"iblc to devise some 
means "~hereby tho system can be altered 
.o that consumers will onh- be charged 
for what they use. In t.he interests of the 
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public ,a general clearing up is necessary. 
Speakers on the other side have not said 
one word against the attitude taken up by 
the hon. member for Enoggcra. They havo 
said that he got his information from a cer­
tain source, which he denies; but it is very 
t'Yidcnt that it i, accurate. 

~1r. \VILSO~: That i, a question. 

Mr. J'.fAXWELL: The information given 
bv the hon. member has not been denied. 
1'he Minister has told us !hat ho does not 
•vant to interfere with the policy of the 
Board. I have a recollection of the Premi"r 
interfering with m'c when I was Mayor of 
Brisbane. He wa.nted me to hold over cot·­
tain work pending the election of a n-•w 
council, even though the old council hac! 
decided that the work was to be done by 
eontract. 

Mr. \VILSOX: On the eve of an election 
they let a contract for thousands of pounus 
worth of concreting. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: Certainly they did. Tho 
fJeople elected them to do it, and they wer0 
perfectly justified in doing- it, and they got 
good results from it. It is :tll very well for 
one Minister to say that he does not want to 
intedere with local government bodies and 
for another Minister to interfere. I hon,, 
good will result from this debate because th,, 
]leoplc outside are fed up with the length 
o£ time it is taking to make the house con­
nections, and they are fed up with the 
amount they have to pay, and from which 
they a.re getting no result. 

Mr. KEH.R (Enourl' ra): Mr. Speaker~ 
The SPEAKER : Order ! If the hon. 

member SfJ(·aks now he will clo,,e the debate. 
Jl.1r. KERR : I should like to take the 

<Jpportunity of replying- to one or two of the 
matters referred to in this debate. First of 
all, I would like to mention that the Secre­
tary for l'ublic \V arks, in his speec.h this 
morning, showed that he knows practicalh 
nothing in regard to the workings of th"· 
:Vlctropolitan \Vater Supply and Sewerage 
Boar<.!. There has been a lot of ecamping so 
far as he is concerned. He has not shown 
the knowledge of the working of the Board 
that he ohould havc>. I regret that sinccrelv, 
because the Board owe the Governme;1t 
nearly £2,000.000, and it is the duty of the 
;'v1inister to understand his depa.rtment, and 
he 1nust have a certain amount of jurisdiction 
over that department. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRrccurc;RE: You are 
ahvays cornplaining a bout Government inter­
fNence. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman is getting 
away from the question altogether. '!'he 
l\1ini6ter, in discussing this very irnportant 
ma.ttcr, uttered a lot of platitudes, and did 
not deal wit.h the important question at all. 
I have to thank the hon. member for Forti­
tude Vallov, who is a member of the Board 
for giving· to the House full information or: 
this very importflnt question~information 
which the Minister did not sec fit to give. 

rrhe ~1inister stated that no indication was 
g-iven by mD as to how the Act should be 
amended. I spoke frequently in regard to 
the franc.hiso, and I said that a C{Jmrniesion 
of exports -,,as required to conduct the affairs 
of the Board. The Minister is verv dense 
if he did not draw that conclusion. as I 
definihely stated it in words. I hope he will 
consider, before he respondo. again, what is 
before the House, and not treat us to a 
number of platitudes which, after all is said 

and done, have nothing to do with the ques­
tion. It has been state,d in this debate thai: 
I have not gone over the whole of the ground. 
It was a question of dealing with the various 
matters as concisely as possible in the time 
allowed, and I vcntnre to eay that the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley will agree that 
I have boon perfectly justified in raising this 
in1portant matter this morning. 

It has been stated that I got my informa­
tion from certa.in sources. I again want 
emphatically to deny that. N'o member of 
the Metropolitan \Vater Supply and Sewerage 
Board, and no merr1bcr of the Government, 
has supplied me with one item of informa­
tion. I have studied closely the reports of 
the Royal Commission and the eviden~e taken 
recently in regard to defectivD work, and I 
have studied the various etatemenb of the 
B0ard pnblishcd in the Press. I particularly 
dealt Yvith the financial position of the 
Board and what it m'eans to the ratepayers 
and I venture to sav that I have forciblv 
brought under the no'tice of the Government 
that something is necessary to in1proye mat~ 
ters. The Minister said that he had no inten­
tion of interfering with the management of 
the Board; but the Government did not mind 
interfering or mind a loes of dignity when 
thev wanted to raise a parrot cry to fight 
the \Vater Board ,.]ections earlier in the 
year. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR l'l:BLIC \VoRKS: Don't 
you think their interference was justified at 
that time? 

Mr. KERR: I did think it was justified, 
and I think so still. But if the Minist<'l' 
says he is not j ustificd in interfering with 
the Board, why did he interfere at that tiwe 
in order to gd an election cry '! It should 
be the function of the Government to inter­
fere with the Board when things are not 
going right, and the Minister is not justific,f 
in saving that he •:·ould not interfere. The 
G-ovcrnrn0nt ar-e providing the ntOllPY, nnd 
have proYi,dcd plans and specifinticns. 

The SECRETARY FOH l'1:BLIC ·wORKS : Thev do 
not provide plans and .:,pcciflcations. , 

'.Vlr. KERR: The: provide a certain num­
!Jer of plans and specifications. 

Tlw SErRETAHY FOll PrnLIC \YoRKS: I\o. 
~Ir. KEH.R: They ha ye an inspector ou 

this work. 
The SECRETARY FOR PrnLIC \VOHKS: No~ 

not for the last three years. 
~h. KERR: All right. I still persist in 

set: ing that, if matters in connection with 
tlw l\lctropolitan \Vater and Sewerage Board 
~1,vhich arc carried out und ·r certain legis­
lation passed by Padianwnt, bnt are in a 
~Olli=-C under the ad1ninistration of the Sccre~ 
iary for Public \Vorks-a1·c not goi11g right, 
the :Minister should take action. I hoD" 
that he will tak' tho noocssarv action. That 
is one rea,Dn for n1;, n1otion this rnorning. I 
am sm-rv the ::VIinistor stated that he ;,ould 
not take action. 

'The SECRETARY FOR Pc;BLIC \YOHKS: No. 
You are trying to distort what I said. 

Ml'. KERR: I am not tr_ving to distort 
what tho hon. gentleman ~Did. I toDk par­
ticular note of what he said. 

The hon. gentleman said that I had criti­
cis ·d professional men, but I do not admit 
that. M7 statement was that I thought 
every profe~c,ional man on the Board \Yad 

coPscientious and WDS giving his very best 
I took no exception whatever to the personnel 
of the Board, but I said that such a personnel, 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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by reason of the popular vote, cannot givo 
the same return to the people who arc paying 
for the scheme as an expert commission 
anpoint d by the Go,-crnment would do 
That is my contention in regard to that 
matter. 

I am very glad indeed that the Board are 
taking some action in regard to the findings 
of the recent Commission of Inquiry. Th·J 
public have been in the dark too long as to 
wh11t is happening. I understand from the 
hon. member for Fortitude Valley that defi­
nite action has been taken in that •regard. 

I have· particularly dealt with the fmancial 
part of this undertaking. \Ye have not yet 
had a statement as to when it is likely to 
be completed. but I hope that after to-day 
the Board will be gal nmised into action and 
that the public will know more of what is 
gomg on. 

Question (Jfr. l\cn·'s tccolion) put and 
negatived. 

BABINDA Sl:JGAH WORKS BILL. 

INITIATION D! COMMITTEE. 

(Mr. Pollock, Grt(Jory, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (I-Ion. E. G. Theodore, 
('ltilla(Joc): I beg to move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to ·\uthoris~ the Transfer of 
the Babinda Sugar \Yorks from the 
Corporation of the Treasurer to a Com­
pany or A~·"OC'iat.ion and for other conse­
quential purposes." 

Mr. MOORE (Aubiyny): I would like sorn~ 
information with regard to this Bill. I 
nndcrsta nd that there is power under tho 
Sugar \Vorl<s Act to transfer undertakings 
snrh as this to a company or association. 

Th2 TREASURER: It would he transferred 
automatically at the end of the twenty-onc­
;,·l'ar period. 

Mr. MOO RE: I assume that it is not pro· 
pm<:'d to sell to a company outside the farmers 
v, ha arc supplying the mill. 

The TREASURER: I did not know that the 
hon. nwmb?r wanted information at this 
stage, otherwise I would have given it. 

:\ir. :\100RE: I want to know what tho 
Dill is for, as I understand that full power 
to transfer already is given under the Sugar 
\Yorks Acts. 

The THEASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodorc, 
ChillrrrJoc): Full power is being taken under 
the Bill with regard to the Babinda Sugar 
works area. A good many of the farms are 
subject to agreement between the growers 
who form the new company and the Trea­
surer. and the agreement has to be ratified 
hv Parliament. That is the real reacon why 
the Bill is introducnd. \Ye can go more fully 
into th2 matter at a later stage. 

Question put and pa,.sed. 
The House resumed. 
The CH.UR:nAN repmtc-d that the Committee 

had come to a rewlution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
The TREASUREH (Hon. E. G. Theodorc, 

C hillayoe) presented the Bill, and moved-
" That the Bill be now road a first 

time." 
Question put and pass"d. 
The second reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

[Mr. Kerr. 

COMMONvVEALTH AND STATE INCOME 
TAXES AGREEMENT BILL. 

INITIATION IN CO~IMITTEE .. 
(Jir. Pollock, Gre(Jory, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
C!tillar;oe): I beg to mm·e-

" That it ie desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to Ratify and Confirm all 
Agreement made between the Common· 
wealth of Au,tralia and the State of 
Queensland relating to the Asseesmcut 
and Collection of Commonwealth Income 
'fax ttnd Stote Income Tax by On<' 
Agency, and for other incidental pur· 
110S-8S," 

The Bill ehows exactly what the resolution 
sets out. I will give more information at a 
later stage. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resnm<Ocl. 
The CIHimrAN reported that the C'rHn· 

mittce had come to a resolution. 
The n, olution \va:- a greed to. 

FIRST READING. 
The TREASURER (Hon. K G. Theodorr, 

('ftillagot) presented the Bill, and moved­
" That the Bill he now read a first 

tin1e." 
Question put and passed. 
The second reading· of the Bill wo~ madc 

an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

ANIMALS AND BilWS ACT AlVlEND­
ME:\'T BILL. 

SECOND READING. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTVHE 

(Hon. W. X Gillies, l>'arlwm): The Bill of 
which I arn now moying the second reading 
i-, to amend the Act whieh I had the honout' 
to introduce in this House in 1921, and which 
has been fa vourahl v commentrx! on in other 
parts of the world.· The protection of native 
ani1nals and bird€3. acrording to our experi­
ence of the last few years, 3hould not be 
relaxed in an:: wa:-·, and the power to enforce 
a do-e ee;.c.on for them will still obtain. 
and the pro\·isions for the control of trappers 
and those who deal in skins and in bird~ 
will he tightened up. The power granted 
in 1921 will be supplemented by new pro­
vi,ions de::~ling "·ith animal and bird life 
generally. To show the importance of some 
of our natiYB anin:aJs, if only from a con1mcr­
cial point of view, I would like to quote som<> 
figure•., comparing the value of the opossum 
ancl native b<·ar skins with the value of the 
gold yiclc1 of Queensland over a term of 
vears. I think that the result will be start· 
ling to hon. n1en1bcrs-

APPROXDIHE ::\'U)!BER AND V\l,UE OF SKINR 
PRODlTED SDiCE 1917, CO)!PARED WITH 
THE V.uxE OF THE GoLD YIELD. 

Opos~um:?. 

Gold 
Yield. 

Yc;r.l Skim<. : Valnr i Total 
'per Skin : Vaiur. 

-------1----'---~----· 

1017 I 416,000 7,- ~i j 1 04,~!'0 I 701.~:1D 
1918 43~,128 6 o ! 1~n,n4o o67.271 
1919 2,2ii0.000 5 () 5ii0,000 I 514,1 O:l 
1920 3,000.000 5 0 730.000 480.462 

*1921 )fiJ Nil l\il 171.504 
1022 1,131,442 s o ! 282.R\10 1 342.~00 
1923 1,2oo,ooo " o ~nr.ooo I 3/o,ss:J 

* Close season. 
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Bears. 
Last open season, 1919. 
Number killed, 1,000,000. 
Value of skins, 63s. 6d. per dozen 

(hi e:hest price). 
Totai value, approximately £250,000. 

Hon. members will see from that table that 
the value of the opo"um skins, due to the 
high prices which ha vc been obtained, has 
approached very nearly to the value of the 
gold yield on the average of the last few 
~years, and in some years has OX<'8cdcd it. 
The average value during the six years­
excluding 1921, which was a close season­
was approxi,nately £300.000. We propose 
to take a royalty of so much per skin. 11 hi eh 
T do not think unreas{mablc. particularly in 
vie•., of the fact that the State is charged 
with the duty of protecting our native 
animals ar,d birds. The royalty in Western 
AustralilL has been fixed at ls. 6d. a skin 
on onossurns. On that basis \VC should have a 
revcimc of a bout £60.000 from the opossum 
skin industr~', which is not unreasonable in 
view of the fact that the protection of these 
animals i-., in tho common interest, and in 
view of the figures \Yhich I have just quoted, 
Ha vin'i due rP!,iard to the necessity for the 
p1·csorvFt tion of na tivc bears and opo,,sun1s. 
and natiYe animals and hird6 generally, and 
b the necessity for seeing that the indus· 
try is properlv controlled and reasonably 
limited. I do "not think it is unreasonable 
that we should take a revenue of approxi. 
• nately £60.000 or £70.000 in royaltv, as is 
proposed to be done by regulation. ' 

::Y1r. ::Y10RGAN : What ,do you suggest the 
skins arc 1vorth? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I sugge· t that. as th0 skins are worth 5s., 
it is a reasonable thing for the State to 
tak" 1 in ro,, altv. but the matter can Lo 
rlea1t with frDY.n tirn0 to titne by rep;ulation. 
It is only fair that if trappers get a higher 
price than that they ,should pay a highrc· 
royalty, and that if they get less the ro:calty 
should be reduced accordingly. so that those 
cngag0·d in the indu~try n1a:y be able to 
g0t a foir return for their work. 

The figures that 1 have furnished showing 
the value of thP skins of bears and opossums 
as compared with the value of the gold 
output during the last few years should not 
only intere~t the Hon~c and the people of 
Queensland but should be so'lle justification 
for this Bill. I think the people have some 

reason to complain about the 
[2 p.m.] iPdustr:v being nel!lectcd. It is an 

inOnstry th::d: ~really belong.:; to thP 
people, and althouglt the Bill. amongot, other 
things. mak•' it quite clear that the natiYe 
animals of the Stote belong to tho people 
of the State, I do note think there is any 
doubt in the minds of any one regarding 
that· qnPstion already. The native animals 
belong to the people in just the same way 
as the timber and the minerals belong to the 
pcopk, and they cannot be sold without 
permi~sion For that reason it appears to 
me that there is every justification for 
putting this indnstrv on a proper basis for 
the peoplP of the State so that thev may 
get their share of tho benefits of the indu-try. 
There is no intention of imposing royalties 
thftt will embarra.ss those engaged in the 
industry or cause the bona fide trappers to 
work for less than " reasonable return. The 
Bill declares emphatically that the natiYe 

animals belong to the State. There is noth­
iEg nen, about ihf' principle of charging 
royalties so far as native animals are con­
cerned. In \Vostcrn Australia there is a 
royalty of 1s. 6d. per skin for opossum skins, 
which is fixed either by regulation or Act 
of Parliament. That is a very high royalty, 
and if it was adopted in Ouecnsland the 
people of the State would benefit to the 
extent of about £90,000 or £100.000 during 
the most prolific years. The amount of the 
royalty will be fixed from time to time by 
regulation. In New Zealand they have 
adopted the principle of charging royalties 
in connection with native animals. Victoria 
has a Bill ready-I undr·rstand it has been 
ready for some years-which discloses the 
fact that the authorities there are in favour 
of the royalty system. 'fhe same thing 
applies in South Australia. 

Mr. l\1oRGAN: There is no such need for 
it in Victoria. 

The S.ECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
As the hon. member who comes from Victoria 
has interjected. there is not much justifi­
c,ation for it there now, b, cause there are 
not many native animals in that State, but 
in \V cstm·n Australia and Queensland we still 
have a largo number of opossums, In my 
opinion native bears are becoming very 
limited in most districts, although I was 
surprised to find that during the last bear 
sPason, in 1919, there was the record number 
of 1.000,000 skins taken, showing that there 
was no scarcity in some parts of the State . 
I want to repeat again that thoro is no 
intention on the part of the Government to 
rdax on what is their obvious duty of pro­
tecting the native fauna of this .State, ancl 
in doing that there seems to bo some justi­
fication for the State protecting what is 
obviously its own, c'pecially in these days 
of 1nonetary stringency, not only in Qucpns­
lund but in other parts of the wodd. ThP 
Bill provides that the money collected from 
myalti"' shall be paid into a trust fund so 
t.hrtt it n1ay be u~cd in protf'<'ting- and deve­
loping the industry. Mnny things can be done 
in the way of protecting animals. It will be 
r>ec·cs~nry to appoint a sn1o 1l staff to SC'f' that 
the Art is properly administered, and the 
money for the paymPnt of sueh stHff will be 
taken out of the royalties collected. 

Althoug-h we hnrdlv know that there is 
a fur trade in this State yet, the fur trade 
of other countries is a very important one, 
and one which vields a very large rc,·enne 
In Rn'Sia, the Far East, Canada.. and North 
~\mc•·ic,, it is an important trade. That 
t•ountry was really "opened un "-to use 
, phrase often used !Jy politicians-or 

" exploited" fir,t of all hv the fur trade. 
The native animals w0rc the fir~t source 
of r0venue. and en a bled that ,·ast 
1Prritory i·o be opened up and 'ettle­
ment to follow. There is no reAson why 
we in Queensland should not develop a fur 
trade if our native animals arc prop0rly 
protected and the principle of the dosc 
season properlv observed--as it will he. r 
hope. vVe all know that. a lthoug·h cloc.e 
S( a sons arc proclaimed. throu2"h la('k of 
proper inspPction people do tekc the animals 
in some pa1·ts of the State pven during 
rhe breed in~ seasons. W c want to pnt a 
•·ion to that, and the collediDn of roYalties 
will en a hle officers to ho appointed to seo 
that the native animal;, are propPrly pro~ 
teeter! in the proper seasons to enable them 
to breed. The animals whose furs are 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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cJ,idly sought after, and are most valuable 
in other parts of the "or! cl, are the weasel, 
tlw boar the Arctic fox, the seal. the mole, 
the lynX: the musk rat,_ and rab?its, in addi­
tion to our native ammah, chJC! of >~lnch 
m·c the opossum and the native bem·. VI' e 
may not be able to develop the fur mdustry 
in 'this St :te to the ex lent it has been 
developed in America and Europe, but there 
is no reawn why the trc·ating and manu­
facture of furs should not be encouraged 
in Australia. too. \Ye are lax in the develop­
ment of our secondary industries, and in tho 
f;ending of our raw rnaiorials O\ers~'lS. f£ 
the industn; can be developc·d. skms wrll 
not only be worth 5s. a piece, hut a g-reat 
deal more. It goes without oaying that 
just as our good Australian butter is wld 
overseas as Danish butter-the• people who 
bw- onr skins treat them and sell the furs 
as" the product of Hu"ia or some other 
country which has a better reputation fo1' 
furs than we haYe. 

Mr. ~/[ORGA::->1: Ha Ye you any record to 
.:;;ho'v the number of opossum skins in QtE.·ens­
lr•.nd at the present time? 

ThP SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'l'L"RE: 
No 

Mr. lVIOilGAN : l understand that n.any 
thousand dozens of skins haYe not boon 
sent a\vav becau'~e there i~ no market for 
them. " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL:RE: 
I understand that there is a ymy largo 
quantity, hut. unfortunately at the pr•Jsent 
moment we have no means of finding that 
out. \Ye have po•:er under th~ Bill to keep 
ourselves hdtcr illformed as to the number 
of skins taken. Th" tigun s that I have 
quoted do not indicate the total number 
of opo·sums sbin; because a large number 
an• illegally killed anr! an' never obtained 
at all, while, as the hon. member for Murilla 
interjected, a Iar.~·n nutnber are heJd bark 
with the idea of getting better prices. The 
nun1bers I huxc quoted aro oh the conscrva· 
ti1·e side. The dyeing and dresoing of furs 
is a secret trade. It is a very prolitable 
one. too, in some parts of the world. I hope 
that, when the inclusuy is placed nn a 
proper footing, we shall bo able> to establish 
a trade in dre,~ing tho skin, in \ustralio, 
and "ill be able to send the finished articln 
oYorscas for sale. The skins are used for 
quite a number of purposes, such as dross 
and hats. 

The fur trade is quite an old one. Jt, 
·v. as (~':ltablif'hed rr1;1ny years ago in -\-;i,l. It 
was only the \er>" wealthy people ,,-ho could 
afford to buy the best furs. The same thing 
applies to-day. Fabulous prices are paid 
for furs which WNO in the first instance 
cbtainecl from tho trapper for a compara­
tively small amount. Under the present 
systern ,-possurn snarcrs appl:y for and pay 
for a permit. 

The amount cC'llected, at 5c. apiece, 
1 cached a total of £1.668 in 1923, so that the 
number of tra}lpcrs operating n1ust have been 
in the Yicinity of 6,600. Manv of tho"' 
people were following up traP.ping for a 
l_iying. \Vhile the f)Q\Yf-'1' i J issue permits 
rest~ at prc- cnt with c]prks of petty session>, 
such officials can refuse a permit. That i, 
Ycry seldom done, and when it is done tho 
person affected may appeal to the Minister. 
The J\1inistrl' uses hia O\l'.rn con1won 2enst~ 
regarding the> granting of permits. Ono 
condition I laid down preYionsly-and I am 

[JTon. lV. N. Galies. 

sure hon. members on both sides will a,sroo 
\;ith mv decision-was that permits should 
not be granted to people in permanBnt ern­
ploymont. The hon. member for Leichhardt 
has given rne a groat deal of assi~htnce in 
this matter-in fact I think the hon. member 
can be credited as the father of this Bill-· 
because over since he entered thi» Padia~ 
rnent he has urged upon the Govflnunent ond 
myself tho necessity for kgi"lation to place 
1 he native animal skin indrr,try on a :<o1wd 
footing. The hon. member has p ,jnted out. 
timo aJtor time that there an: many people 
who follow up tho trapping of opossums and 
natiYe bears, and who make it their per­
manent industry. \Vhcn the skins became 
Yaluable we fouud that some people even 
employ<>d by the Government were getting 
permits and using their spare time to compete 
with the trappers. I then issued instructions 
that no man in permanent employment should 
roceiye a permit. That was in order to give 
prcfPronce to the n1.r•n follovving up the ganH~ 
and who understood it. There is a lot to 
he learnt in regard to opossum snaring . 

'rhe 1921 Act contains quite a number <1f 
provisions for the protection of our nativ•' 
animals. The passing of the present amenrl­
ing Dill will gi,-e us sufficient revcnno to 
administN the 1921 Act in the way it 'hould 
be administered. 

I do not intend to make a long spoec,h, bul 
I want to say a word or two about the Bill 
itself. Before doing so I may say that prob­
ably the most debatable aspect will be iho 
granting 01: lJennits and the fear on the part 
~£ ,omc hon, members as to their effect 
on the stockowners and the setting up of a 
Boarci to grant 1wrrnits. It will certainly be 
the most, democrvtic way of doing it. Bona 
ftde holders of permits will have a ,-ote to 
elect one member of the Board and the 
m. nPrs of variom, holdings affected to elect 
another. Tho Government will appoint a 
chainnan. 

Mr. l\1oORE: Will that be the corr,positio'l 
of the Board? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL'l1E: 
Yes, in each district. That is not set out in 
the Bill and will require to be dealt with by 
regulation, but that is v,-hat I have in mind. 
The Board will be composed of three men, 
Ollf' elt\rtcd Lv the .sna1·er, one bv those \vhoso 
property is affected, and one by the Govern· 
ment. 

Mr. ~,IoRGAl\ : How many Boards will ther•: 
be? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Ouo in each district. I do not know how 
many districts there "ill be. I cannot Sfty 
hcnv rnany clerks of petty sessions are auth­
Mised to iesue permits at present, but we shall 
endeavour to meet the requirements of the 
people by establishing sufficient Boards. 

Natmally the chairman will be an officer 
of the department. It might be t.hou.dJ 
adYisable to elect a.n officer of the Lands De~ 
parirncnt bcc.ausc he 1vould be familiar 1vith 
the holding·s and would see that the !eesees 
who pay the rent-and, after all, they an1 
the people who mnst receive the first 'on­
sidr-ration-will not be undulv embarrassed 
by an0 unscrupulous person '~·ho might get 
rr perrnit. Every practical pcrs,,n in thif1 
State knows that, if an opossum snaror cares 
to abme his privilc>ges, he can do irroparabl<' 
damage to ea ttle, sheep, and other stock a,! 
col'tain limes of the year. \Yhen grantin;; 
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tbcee permits tlw idea will be to graut tho'11 
under the conditions that the holders mnst 
not abuse them. The man who has to paj" 
the rent and stop on the land should ha.ve the 
first consideration. At the same time the 
native animals belong to the State, and 
rnust be protected at certain seasons of the 
year. Therefore, the idea "·ill be to sot up 
13om·ds which will exercise common sense and 
sec that anyone who abuses his permit will 
have that permit cancelled. 'l'.ho power 
given to make regulations for the issue of 
Jlermits also prm·idcs for the cancellation of 
;:;uch permits under certain circumstances. 

Mr. TAYLOR: \V ill the lessees themselves 
he allowed to snare? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : 
Yf'B. The Beard coidd do so. The permits 
will only apply to areas of over 2,560 acres. 
The idea ie to exclude all agricultural farm 
holdings and frccholds of less than that area. 
The maximum area, that can be applied for 
under the Land Act as an agricultural farm 
holding is 2,560 acrPs, and there ar0 Yerv 
few such holding' of that Pizo. ::Ylo't o"f 
them arc much smaller. 

:Mr. TAYLOR: They arc all to bo exempted? 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE. 
They will be exempted. The number of hold­
ings that may be affected by the granting 
uf permits under this legiclation, aecorcling 
to the figures furnished by the Lands Depart­
ment to Iny oHice, is-

Pastoral holdings 
Grazing selections 
Occupation licences (only tenancy) 

1,973 
7,944 
3,111 

Total ... 13,028 

That does not include freeholds. I have not 
been able t<J got the number of freeholcls 
that will be affected by the Bill. The object 
of the Bill is to make it clear that wild 
auimals and birds are tho property of the 
people, and to provide po" or to collect a 
royalty to be fixed by regulation, the said 
royalty to be paid into a trust fund. The 
regulations will apply to the holdings I have 
mentioned, and the Bill will bring the law 
in this respect into line, to some extent, 
with the Act dealing with noxious animals. 
At the present time no one can enter on a 
holding to snare opossums without the per­
mission of the holder, but any perwn may 
go upon a holding for the purpose of destroy­
ing clingoco and other noxious animals, 
because they are pests. I have explained 
already the personnel of the boards. and I 
can assure the House that the necessary safe­
guards will be taken to prote~t the owners 
of property 'vho pay the rents, and the Bill, 
when it becomc-c !f1w, will be administered 
in such a vvav as to ensure tho natiYo animals 
being protect,ecl in the proper seasons of the 
year, to cnsurr> the prot0ction of the- sralpers 
who arc cugagcd in the industry~who will be 
called " trappers" under this Bill- ,me! also 
to ensure to the public of Queensland their 
share of th0 profits in what should be one 
of the most prosperous industries in the 
State in clays to come. I have much pleasure 
ill IrlOYing-

" That the Bill be no"· read a second 
tin1e." 

l\lr. MORGA~ (}furilla): As far as I read 
i his Bill, it is being introduced first of all 
to obtain revenue. and, secondly. to put r, 
stop to tho practice that has been in vogue 

for some consiclora ble time of reserving cer­
tain areas for certain trappers engaged in 
the industry. It is a wonder to me that the 
Governn1cn't, seeing that they arc going to 
obtain revenue from the destruction of wild 
birds and animals of this State, have not 
thought fit to ascertain what revenue call be 
obtained from a tax in connection with the 
fishing industry, because it appears to me 
that there is no difference between a man 
who is engaged in snaring and netting fish 
in the sea and the man who is engaged in 
snaring, netting, and trapping opossums or 
birds in the scrubs of this State. I cannot 
understand why the Minister has allowed 
the fish to escape taxation, unless it is be­
cause he is holding that in resone for future 
taxation. It appears to me that at the pre­
sent moment the only thing that we can 
claim to be free is the air we breathe. and 
possiblv before long the Government "·ill be 
placing a tax on that and compelli1Jg us to 
pay for it. The air belongs tD the peo~lo, 
so eventually we mav have to pay taxatiOn 
in that particular direction also. 

l';otwithstanding the fact that the Mini,!er 
has sho>~·n us that the value of the skllls 
of opossun1s travped during several y<_,al·s 
rast reached quite large proportion;; ,·et, 
when you come to ana l,·so th0 ligmT'. It 
does not mean a great deaL The l\'Illli:.;;ter 
has shown us th'it iu 1923 tlwce were 
1.2C0,000 opossum skins obtained with a Yaluc 
o[ 5s. I think hL has ovcr·estimatPd tho 
value, because fron1 rny experience, galnr:d_ it:. 

connection with diffPrent firms OjV'l""thng 
overseas and purchasing a number of skins, 
th<· value of the 1923 catch \YOulcl noi Le 
worth more than 4'. each. HoweYPI", that 
is only by the way. The Mini<tet· has 
illformecl us that 6.600 trappcrd took out 
licenses in 1923. Vihen you divid;, that 
into £300,000-tho value as estimtttccl by 
tlw Minister of the "kins obtained·- it only 
means that each trapper obtained £.:5 for 
his scason 1

" catch. That is a Yerv s.nall 
aHlOUDt. But, HOt\Yithstanding thr;t fact, 
t.hr~ GoYcrnn1cnt arc g·oiug to take horn the 
lWop}c ·who arc engaged in th·~ indnstry 
£60,000 by '""Y of taxation. I am p••r,on­
nlly c1cquainted with a lnrg-0 1JHnth.'r of 
those \Vho aro engaged in thi~ \YOrk. ar.al a 
great rnany of thorn >trf' not fitter! for any 
other class of work. Thev have r0adwd a. 
fairh: good a~c, and a ircat nuntbr>r nre 
cripi}lcs, or in sorno othPr wa:v, O\Yillg: to 
hc·alth reasons. are not iittcd to undertake 
hard work, such as ringbarking-. fpncing, 
or other 1nanual laboul'. The~:-:: lllPll engage 
in the business of sn.1ring dul'ing a C'Prtaill 
part of the year, f::Ollle of thrnt cxpcctin!S to 
get sufficient money duriJJg the sea~O'l to 
er cble them to live for the rest of tlw vca r. 
(Jf course a great. numlwr of them a,; not 
succeed in ·doing that, but thc•rp a re HLllO 

who haYe localities resened for this particn­
lar purpose. They are acquainted >Yith the 
lessees of the land, and. owillg to th·' fact 
that they are mon v.ho can he 1horoughly 
tru8ted, \vhile snaring on tho cnuntry to 
protect the intere-t of the less<.,, by poimn­
ing the dingoes, foxes, and lo get r;d of 
tho wallabies, kangaroos, (~n1ns, and other 
rests that OYCrrUn the land, these men have 
these areas reserved for them to trap upon. 

Mr. DuNSTAN : Is there any charge m.tde? 

Mr. MORGA~: In some cases ch>1rges 
may be made, but ill others thcv arc· not 
1naclo. The highest charge I hav~ ho~,·t! of 
was in the case of one owner who obtained 

]fr. Jforgan.l 



828 Animals and Birds [ASSEMBLY.] Act Amendment Bill. 

onP-t:hird of the skins which were trapped 
on his holding, but that is only one instance, 
and wh~thcr that is true or not I do not 
know. In :;:ome case:S a certain amount is 
charged, and in other cases men are allowed 
to trap free on condition that while sna·ring 
they Will look after the interests of the 
lessee with respect to the stock which may 
bo upon the land. and will also undertake 
to ,lay baits for the destruction of <lingoes, 
llno also engage at certain times in tho 
trapping of wallabies and kangaroos ,,-hich 
ar'"' so destructive to the grass. 

\Vhy that system should be interfered with 
I do not know. I feel sure that it will not 
HWPt "tth the approval uf the great majoritv 
of the men engaged m the mdustry. Unfor­
tunately m the past the Government have 
made the opose.um and the bPar a political 
toy_ to play With. (Government laughter.) 
It IS no use s_ay1ng one thing and n1eaning 
"':'other. Durmg the war period, when there 
was work for everybody and we were send­
IJJg _our host ~11cn. overseas to fight, thus 
cuu::;Ing vacancies 1n all walks of life for 
those who desired work, the Government 
opened the induBtry and kept it open and 
huge ;;;:urns of mon0y lvero Jnade as a ~esult 
of th~ exorbitant prices paid for skins during 
that per~od. It was not only the cripples, 
;'ten lll Ill health, or the aged who joined 
m tlus trade, but people left their businesses 
and loft others in charge in order to follow 
the occupation of tmaring bearos and 
opossums. I have known a publican to 
,,btnm leave of absence for six days in m·der 
t.o JOll1 the snarer.· during the s~ason, leaving 
his wif<' in charge of the hotel. I have 
~tno\vn Hon'kC'0-pers to leave their businc·sses 
In charge of relations and go out to engage 
li1 tlns Industry. That g-oes to show that 
J he. indu•try wa prostituted during the 
pcnod hccnnsc of the va iuc the skins 
poc.pssed. In 1923, when Queensland was 
not blessed with a good season and plenty of 
work for all, the Secretary for Ag-riculture 
declared that the opossum· and bear seasons 
wonld not be opened, and h0 ma·de out a 
verv good case for taking- that course of 
action. He po!nted out that during th~ pw­
nous Ave or ·,IX years mi111one n£ oposPums 
ancl bears h'td been slaughtered, and that 
1f lh" sa me rate- of destruction was continued 
the nnimn ls \Yould hecmne extinct, and, i~ 
ord0r t<J prceervc the industrv, he was not 
gnin~r. to n~~0nt to tho :-PaBon ·b-eing oprned, 
and hts ncbon was anplauded bv evervbodv 
m thr> State, with the exception. perhaos, 
of a few who make it their annual practice 
to C'ni/'age in the industrv and whom we 
miQ·ht tNm prof""sional sn~rers. The Pre­
mi;r. when conducting the election .cam­
paitrn. vv::ts n~kod, rnore pnrticularlv in my 
electorate, "Are :von g<Jing to o'pen tbe 
onoc;;-::nm season this vcar ?" and ho dPclared 
thnt it was not the int0ntion of the Govet·n­
ment to clo so: yet three weeks ht>fore the 
eleetinn, on account of the pressur<e that 
wa:; hrouo-ht to hPar on them, th0 Govern­
ment announced that the season would be 
open. That was done hccanse in the elec­
torates represented by Government membors 
whcrP the trapner or the snarer was of con­
sidera hle importance the tranp~rs and the 
''llarf'rs bad threatcned to vntc in a boclY 
against the socialistic candidate if the 
oposs11m season was not onencd. and it was 
dee~0d nec-:~sary to open the season ~o as to 
avo1d the ddeat of certain hon. members. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

[JJir. Morgan. 

::\Tr. MORGAN: One clause of the Bill 
provides that th., animrtls shall be the pro­
pert,, of the people, and that is why I am 
stating· that, notwithstanding the good case 
made out by the Secretary for Agriculture, 
eome preosure must have been brought to 
hear--

The SECRE1'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Not 
lli esBure- .tr-gumcnts. 

Mr. MORGAN: Owing to those argumento 
the flt>crct c.ry for Agricultur<', notwithstand­
ing tho infDrmation at his disposal--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOCLTURE: Do you 
not know that the opening- of the opo.ssum 
season on the eve of an election would not 
get any candidate any more votes? The 
traJlpN., ,n,uld not have a votn. 

)l[r, :110RGA::--J: That is not so. The large 
majority tnlw very good care to see that 
they record theit votes. and they do record 
their votes, as was clearly shown by the 
<'lcctions. · 

The SPEJ,KER: Order! The hon. gontle­
Hlan cannot continue on those lines. 

::Ylr. :.VlORGA::--J: There is a clause in the 
Bill which states--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. g·entle­
nlan -will Oo in or.der in discussing the prin­
ciples of thee Bill, but he will not be in order 
in discu,sing the Bill in detail. 

[2.30 p.m.] 
Mr. 1IORGAN: I would like to know from 

the Minister if he is ag-rc,·able to tn0 J:lill 
being amended so as to mctke the Board 
responsible for the opening or closing of 
the seasons. instead of leaving it to the Min­
istN' who for the time being is in charge of 
t.hB Department of Agriculture? It is wrong. 
no n1attcr 'vhat Government is jn power, to 
make the slaughter of opossums or bears 
dependent on the political support which may 
b·> given to the Government in that district. 
If the Minister will agree to that cmggestion 
it will take a great responsibility off hie 
shoulders. A confr rence of Boards should 
be held to decide when the seasons shall 
open and close. 

Mr. FOLEY: They can advise. 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not believe in thi · 
advising the Government, bec"tuse the 
GovernmBnt can do just what they like, nn 
matter w.hat the advice tendered is. If th" 
Government are going to place the industr:J' 
under the control of a Board, the respon­
sibility of opening or closin<r a season shonld 
devol vo on that Board. The State should 
be divided into zones. Certain portions of 
the State should be opened for one portion 
of the year and other portions kept closed. 
An opossum scarcely exists to-day in th>tt 
part of Que<ensland south and west of a line 
running from Brisbane to Charleville. I am 
doubtful also whether a couple of dozen bears 
would be found in that huge territory. Thev 
have b<Jcome extinct because closer sBttlem·crit 
has token place there to a greater degree 
than in Contra! and ::--Jortbern Qucensbwd. 
As settlement increases, the native fauna­
the kangaroo, wallaby, opossum, and bear­
gradually cease to E'xist. The large amount 
of ring-barking that has and is taking place 
removes shelter and food for our native 
animals. The poisoning of prickly-pear has 
also resulted in the destruction of ma.ny 
thousands and perhaps millions of opossums 
and bears. If the south-western portion of 
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i he State were closed for a period of five or 
six vears it might permit the opossums and 
bea1:s gradually to breed up again. In Cen­
tral Queensland large numbers-and the 
best opossums-are obtained. I do not know 
a great deal about the native animals in the 
northern part of our State, or whether the 
skins, owing to the climatic conditions, are 
of any great vaJue: but there are largo 
numbers of opo"mns in the uns-ettled portions 
of that part of the State. The figureo 
quoted by the Minister show that the opos­
sums are gradually ceasing to exist, because, 
while the number obtained in 1917 totalled 
416,000, the number in 1919 increasing to 
2,250,000, the number in 1920 to 3,000,000, the 
number in 1923 decreased to 1,200.000. That 
is a very large decrease. I shonkl like to 
know from the Minister whether it is hi.' 
intention to allow the Boards--the Bill cer­
tainly gives them the power-to obtain a 
royalty from the skins or pelts of various 
native animals that are a pest to the land­
<Jwner. I refer tc the rabbit, wallaby, 
kangaroo, dingo, and the fox. At Yelarbon in 
my electorate we possess the only rabbit 
factory in Queensland. If the Government 
impoec a royalty on the skins of rabbits 
destroyed, it would most likely mean the 
·closure or removal of that factory from the 
Queensland side to the New South Wales 
side of the border. 

We all know the rabbit is a pest, and 
on·eral thousand rabbits are dealt with each 
-day at the Yelarbon factory, and it wo':'ld 
be necessary for !he Government to statwn 
a man continually at that factory for the 
purpnse of branding skins, because this 
Bill provides that the skins shall be branded 
b; the collector. That man would be engaged 
-every day of the week and would ne"d a 
>alary of at least £250 a year. That charge 
would have to be placed on that factory. 
If the Government are going to mo.ke a 
"barge of that sort, that factory will have 
to remove from Queensland territory into 
;'\;" cw South Wales. I woul-d like an assur­
ai!Ce from the Secretary for Agriculture-in 
het I intend to movr; an amendment when 
the Bill rea.ches the Committee: stage­
that the Board shall have no power to 
place a tax on o.ny skins of such native 
animals a' I have mentioned. It would 
be a mistake to levy on those animals 
that are doing injury to the pastoral 
and farming industries of this Statr;. ·we 
know that money is collected by the various 
dingo boards to give bonuses to those 
engaged in the destruction of the pPsts I 
have mentioned, and it would be a wrong 
thing to appoint a Board aud allow that 
Board to collect a royalty on the skins of 
those animals. 

I notice that the furs of all wild animals 
are to become the property of the State. 
I would like to know from the Secretary 
fo_r Agriculture whether that will apply to 
wild horsr-3, buffaloes, and the wild cattle 
that we havo in the different pa.rts of 
Queensland? 

Mr. KERR: Brumbies. 

Mr. ::\IORGA:.J: Yes, brumbies. \Vill the 
Board have power under this Bill to collect 
royalty from thos0 people who are destroyinO' 
those animals for each skin that is pr;. 
<1uced? If so, I think we should make it 
clear in the Bill that it will not apply to 
he wild animals I have quoted. 

I would like to draw the Minister's atten­
tion to the fact that this Bill, like all 
ether Bills, leaves too much to regulation. 
We should decide in this Chamber what 
the royalty is to be. Other than an intima­
tion from the Minister, there is nothillg to 
show that it is his intention to charge a 
royalty of 1s. a skin on opossum 'kins. 
The hon. gentleman has not mentioned 
whether it is his intention to charge a 
royalty for the skins of other native animals. 
I certainlv think we should specify by 
schedule the royalty to be paid, and also 
the different animals to which the royalty 
shall apply. 

I do not think it is right to enable a 
Board to issue permits to persons to go 
upon . freehold property for the purpose of 
trappmg opossums and bears. There are 
'ome people who do not look upon the 
opossum or the bear as a p~st, and they 
will not allow anybody to go on their 
property for the purpose of trapping these 
animals. They do not trap them themselves, 
o.nd they endeavour to preserve them against 
the ruthless destruction of the trapper. 

Although the owner of a property may 
have. been preserving the opossums and bears 
on his yroperty for a number of years, under 
this Bill a trapper may get a permit to go 
upon that property and d:stroy the opo·.sums 
and bears, and the owner of the property 
will have no power to prevent that being 
done. That is one provision in the Bill that 
requires amending. Take also the owners 
of cattle properties in the central portion of 
the Sta.te.. w:e know what hardships they 
are sufiermg at the present time. In 1923 
a large number of these men obtained suffi­
cient revenue from orossun1 skins to pa v 
their rents and their taxation to thD Govern­
ment. The cattle industry was down and 
out, and these nwn were forced to trap 
on their own countrv. and the revenue thev 
obtained from the . skins was sufficient ;;:. 
wme cases to meet their liabilities for that 
year. While some of these men may be able 
to get pEn·mits to trap on their own country, 
the Board may decide to allow total strangers 
h go t{) those art:: as for the purpose of 
trapping, end these strangers may not be 
careful to look after the interests of thP 
lessees of the lan-d. 

Mr. FoLEY: 'I'he Marsupial Boards do that 
DO\V. 

Mr·. MORGAN: The Marsupial Boards do 
it now where the lessee is failing to destroy 
marsupials. W itllabies, kangaroo rats, and 
dingoes-which are included in marsupials­
are looked upon as pests, and, if the lessPe 
is not doing his duty in killing these pests 
but is allowing them to breed on his pro­
perty to overrun his neighbour's property, 
then the Board has power, and justly so, to 
<'nter that propert:;- and destroy those pests. 
:\To one can object to that. Dut otY''"J'TlS 
and 1)0a1s aro not vests, and ..:.omo of the 
lessees will not allow these animal;. to be 
destroyed on their areas. It is a c·ood 
thin~ thAt there are sorne n1en l1ig- enough 
tD ~dford sanctuarv to these anirnal~. I 
would also like to draw the attention of the 
Minister to the danger of allowing trappers 
to go on to a propertv where cattle <l re 
gr,•zing. Notwithstanding the fact that we 
hove an Act which prohibits the use of 
cy"nid0, there is still a large number of 
h·appers-not professional trappers-who 
make me of this poison. These men are 

Mr. 2VfnTgan.] 
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on],, engaged in the industr:; occasionally. 
Th~y put down cyanide bait~, and a largf> 
proportion of the opossums so destroyed ure 
neyer found. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAK: Is that true? 

Mr. :1fORGAN: That is a fact. 

H01 M. J. KIRwA~: I thought tr1ey wore 
nGt f up posed to use cyanide. 

l\Ir. MOHGAX: We have law forbidding 
tho use of cyanide; but it is a well-known 
fact that cyanide is still being used. It rs 
not used b"' the professional trapper, because 
he recognises that for ~very opossum he 
obtains bv this m0ans two escape into hollow 
trees ar·.,f he does not get them at alL 

Mr. FoLEY: Only a "mug" trapper will 
use cyanide to-day. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is so, but tertain 
m.en who art' not ~kilful in setting snares are 
skilful in e.•tting cyanide baitc, and they 
are skilful enough to go out in the morning 
anr! collect the dead opossums under the 
trees. That class of man gets a permit just 
the same as the skilful professional trapper. 
Unfortunatelv that claes of man still is 
cngagf'd in t.hn industry obtaining opossurns 
bye the use of cyanide, and not only is cyanide 
dc.structiYe to the opo~"'un1s, but it also 
dcc.trovs cnltl0. Gr;niers have been out and 
have discovered beasts lying dead h0re and 
there', ~~'ncrally during the opossurr1 season 
or immediately after, and thev have come to 
the f'Oll( l us ion that thest: ani ruals 11 a ye been 
destroyed by pi('king up a cyanide bait. 
That is one of the reasons why the lessee 
does net allow e;-ery Tom, Dirk, and Harry 
to go npon his property. If he know' the 
n1cn, it is clift\•rent. Th0ro 1nay be men 
who ha.Yc been employed b;;· him for many 
vears and who haYe g-ro\vn olCI in his service. 
anc1 who cannot perform thf' ordinary manual 
work on th<' station, ann they are given the 
right to trap on particular Breas. Under 
thi-. Bi'l we are taking _hon1 these n1cn the 
rirrht or priviloae vvhich thf'v haYe po~sess0d 
fo; tnrtnv vear~. Whe-n the sea ~on openR 
these 1nen 'may discover, when thcv gD to 
the places wher-e they have been able to go 
to snar0 opos~nn1s or hrn.rs for the last ten 
or t,,·elvo :·eus, knowing the t they were 
welcome to do ~o. that nermits have been 
glvrn to oth0r individuals' to snare opossums 
there. I certoinly think the Bill is not doing 
the right thing, in giving the Board the 
power to allow ar;vone to f!O noon the land, 
and thet is one o( my objoctior{s tD the BilL 

Another objection I havp to the Bill is 
that I rlo not think the industry can stand 
the burden wbich tho Minister intends to 
put npon it bv imposing the ta'Xati<;n lw 
pronoscs unon those 1vho are eng<J.Q"C',d 1n the 
indn~tt·v. Yo11 arc not going to get the revenue 
from thoee ''ho can afford to buy an oposmm 
skin rug or a native bear fur, but from th' 
lNorkPr engaged in the industry. because he 
will have io nav the revenue direct to the 
Gnvernmcnt for" snarinp!' opossun1s or hears. 
This is an industry ,-hich very few care to 
ono-ago in. I know I ,,-onld not like to be 
a ha,ppcr under any consideration. It would 
be one of the last clrtsces of work I would 
turn mv hand to. Those mon arc up earl,v 
in the 'morning, and do not get to bed till 
latr> at night. They do not work m err lv 
eight hours, but from fourteen to sixteen 
hours a dav during the season, owing to thr, 
fact that the s·cason is so short, and they 

f lJ;h'. M organ. 

want to earn as much as they can. If "'" 
arc going to take from these men 12s. fo;· 
(H'Pr.v dozen opo·~-·mms that they snare, Wf' 
nrc going to take fron1 thmn tnon·y they 
ncPd l·o keep their 'vivcs and fan1ilies during 
the time of the close season. This is a 
seasonal industry, and not one which can be 
·(ngaged in for twelve months of the year. 
c\.ny taxation imposed under this Bill will 
come ont of the pockets of thoso \\'ho arc 
C'nu:a ~·cd in snaring and trapping opossun1f' 
and bears. 

I am pleased that the 1\linisior has made 
it dear-although tho Bill doos not say so­
that more than ono Board will be appointed. 
::Ylan,v Boards may bo appointed in the differ­
ent districts in which snaring and trapping 
arc eng·agr.c1 in. I would like at a latPr 
stage, when the Bill gc•ts into Committo<', to 
give the Boards r:n atcr powers than it 1s 

proposed to give them at the present time. 

I also think that it will be nocossarv to 
ha,·' a clause in the Bill which will er~able 
carcases of hirds and animals to be kept in 
c0ld storage. · It wculd be wrcmg to prcYont 
the carcaoes of rabbits or anv other animals 
or the carcasc•s of birds which are e.dible 
from being placed in cold storage during th 
O]Wn season so that th('Y can be con·,umeci 
dnting the close season. 

1 want to make it clear that I do not object 
to anything the GoYernment may do to pro­
' nt the opo-sum and the bear from becomine: 
extinct. I think the industry shoul·d be pro: 
tccted. The Minister in opening tho 1923 
season~--

The SECRETARY FOR .\GRICULTVRE: I did n<Jt 
open it before the elections. You were wro:~g 
about that. 

r,rr. MORGA::"-1: The announcement ,,a,, 
mad' before the election. 

Mr. PE1'EHSOK : A week before the olec-
tions. 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No. 

Mr. MORGAN: I am almost certain. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I have alreadv 
told the hon. gentleman that he cannot cm]. 
tinue on those lines. 

Mr. 1\IORGAN: I think I am correct. 

The PRE'IIIER: I rc,ceived a number of 
deputations, and I declined to open the 
season. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I have already mentionec1 
that. 

The PREMIER : The season v, as not opened 
till 1st June. 

Mr. 110RGAN: A public announcement 
was made before the elections that the 
season would be opened. 

:VIr. FoLEY: That is wrong. 

Mr. MORGAN: I think I shall be able 
before the Bill goes through the Committee 
stage to prove that I a.m correct. 'While I 
do not object to the Minister doing all he 
po.<sibly can to preserve the industry, I think 
tbe GoYornnwnt should open the &eason dur­
ing times of deprcssicn and drought when 
ordinary work is not available in eountrv 
areas, and thus give those living in the 
country areas a.n opportunity of making a 
Jiying. That is most important from their 
point of view. It is all very v·ell for some 
people to treat the matter lightly, but they 
do not know the conditions under which 
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these men live, and they do not know that 
for many vea,rs those men have no other 
source of i·evenue than that obtained by 
!.rapping. l\1:ost of thorn beCDrne profes­
sionals in the industry. If the·•e men, during 
periods of depression and bad times when 
work is scal'ce, are going to bo prevented 
from making a living. the:· "·ill bo placed 
in a very cruel position. The Government 
did wrong in opening the season \vhen there 
was work for all classes of the community. 
It has been stated tha,t onh· those who are 
unable to engage in ha.rd. manual labour 
should be given a permit, and I believe that 
the Minister gave instructions to that effect 
in 1923. The returned soldiers at their annual 
gathering in Brisbane recently passed a 
reaolution to the effect that the industry for 
son1e :voars should be preserved for returned 
soldiers only) bAcanse, while they \YPrc aWU:'>' 

overseas fir hting for Au~tralia, a great nutn­
bcr of othNs had full advantage of the 
opossum a,nd bear season, and were able to 
make good money during that period. I am 
not going to say that I altogether support 
those yicws, but I certainly believe that 
permits should first be issued to those soldiers 
who returned injured and were unable to 
earn a living in other avenues of employment. 
Those men should, perhaps, get preference, 
because they did a good deal while another 
section of the community remained at home. 
There are others deserving of the same con­
sideration. I refer to those who were unable 
to go to the war-men who were too old and 
those who would have gone if they had been 
physir ally fit. These men ,hould be placed 
on the same footing as t.he returned soldiers, 
and not be debarted when the opportunity 
arises from engaging in the trapping and 
snaring of the opossum and bear. \Vhen 
the Bill reaches the Committee stage I intend 
to mm·e certain amendments, and I hope 
that the Minister will recognise that any 
amendment moved from this side of the 
House will not be of a party nature. Hon. 
members on this side do not desire to make 
this Bill a party one. Any amendment that 
I c lwll move will be fo;, the purpose of 
improving the Bill, for the purpose of giving 
protection to the opossum and boar, and of 
getting rid as soon as possible of the rabbit, 
kangaroo, and di1.go, which have been the 
cause of so much destruction in the State. 
I would also like to knov. from the MinisJer 
definitely-as it will be an important matter 
to those engaged in the destruction of rabbits 
in my district-whether he proposes to charge 
a royalty for rabbits. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is not 
my intention to do s0 at the present time. 

Mr. MORGAN: I hope that the Minister 
will accept an amendment to make it clear 
that no royalty will be placed on the skins 
of the rabbit, dingo, fox, and wallaby. 

Mr. FOL"8Y (Leirhhrudt): I am pleased 
that this Bill has been introduced, a.nd I feel 
~ure that most of the, trappers throughout 
Queensland, and most of the people who 
have token notice of this industrv and of how 
; t has been treated in the past, {vill also wel­
come its introduction. The l\Iinistcr em­
phasised the importance of the industrv when 
he compared the comparative values i'ealised 
for skins from 1917 to 1923. and compared 
that. vah1e With the valne of the gold pro­
ductiOn m Queensland. I was quite surprised 
to learn that the value of !he fum collected 
in cert"in vcors dnring that period exceeded 
the gold production. 

The fears of the hon. member for l\Iurilla 
in rega.rd to the main points of this measur•J 
are not justified. I claim that its most 
important points are that it is introduced 
for the object of protc,cting the bona fide 
Jrapper on the ono hand, and on t.hc other 
of seeing that tho State secures son1e revenue 
from the industry so that it can ad< quatel,v 
[)J"OtPct and preserve it. The system of 
royalties on fur skins is not l1ncon1mon in 
Australia. and other countries. As a matter 
of fact, in some of the other States of Aus-
1r>tlia a. royalty is imposed on the skins of 
animals which have been declared to be 
pests. 

:\lr. MoRGAN: This Bill includes them all, 
and can therefore provide for that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLT1iRE: There ;,, 
no intention to do that. 

Mr. FOLEY: Some time ago I asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture to supply mo with 
particulars of the amount of revenue eo] .. 
lectcd in other States on the skins of opos­
sum' and other marsupials. The hon. 
gentleman supplied the information that was 
rPccived from the Socretarv of Agriculture in 
~•lclbourne, to the effect tl;at no ro<·altv was 
imposed in Vict-oria, but, w.hcn "protected 
anunals were destroyed under a pormi t, 50 
per cent. of the proceeds from the skins sold 
· collected by the Government. In Adelaide 
no royalties are charged, but the officers of 
tlw Department of Agriculture there are of 
opinion that a royalty should be charged. 

In Tasmania, during the open season of 
last year £20,000 v. as collected in rovalties 
A royaltY of 9d. a skin was also charged o~ 
kangaroo skine, 4d. on wallabies, and 3d. 
each on tho three different specie, of opos­
sums caught in that island. 

[3 p.m.] 
Mr. PETERSON: Those animals have superior 

fur in Tasmania. 

J\fr. FOLEY: I understand that then' is 
a species of opos,um in some parts of Tas­
rnc•.1Jia \Yhich is superior as a fur-bearing 
ammal to the opossum caug·ht in Queens­
land. 

In V\" e~tern Australia opossum skins realise 
J o the State a royalty of 1s. 6d. Grey 
kangaroo skins, taken south of a line fol­
lowing the railway from JJongarra to Min­
g-f'new and thence to Guthra. over li lb. 
) ... , from 12 07. to that weight 9d. "Gnder 
12 oz. 3. 

Grey kangaroo~, in the Northern 
district .. . .. 2d. 

Wallaroo ... ld. 
Red kangaroo 2d. 
Bush kangaroo 2d. 
Others ~d. 

T}wrc is an illustration tha~ the imposition 
oc a .royalt .... · Is not a now thmg to Australia.. 
[ nught mention thut, unless the Govern­
ment extract a royalty from thos.c who take 
prrrt in killing or· trapping the fur-bearing 
ummals nf the Stale, they cannot lw cxpc,:ted 
to pay :m:· great attention to the proper 
pwtcction and pro crvation of the industry. 

I refer hon. members to Canada where 
·fhc fur industry i under th,, contr~l of an 
advisor~, board. This has been so since 
H\YH~, Lack in tho "eighties." I Fhall quote 
from the "Canadian Year Book'. fo1: 
1922-23. On conservation, it has this to say-

" Th" conservation of the \Yild life of 
Canada has been made a special object 

Jl1 r. F'ole.y.] 
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of Govemment policy through the organi­
sation. in 1916. oi the Advisory Bc.ard, 
on VVlld Life Protection, to co-ordinate 
the efforts of various departments and 
branche" of the Dominion Government 
in matters relating to the conservation 
of the wild life resources of Canada. 
The North-w.st Game Act and the Migr•l­
torv Birds Convention Act are the most 
imt1ortant subjects to which the atten­
tion of the Board is specially cl irected 
and upon which it makes recommendtt­
tions. In addition, the Board investi­
gates and studies all problems relating 
to the protection and better utilisation 
of all fur-bearing animals, ' big game' 
mammals, and to bird life, whether 
game bir-ds, insectivorous birds, or other. 
The Board servPs entirely without 
remuneration and in the seven years of 
its existence it has incurred no expen­
diture. 

" In all provinces and territorice. of 
the Dominion regulations governing 
the taking of fur-bearing animals are in 
force, and most kinds are protected 
during certain seasons of the year. In 
cases where special protection is neces­
sary tD a Yoid extermination of the 
species, the killing of th" animals is 
prohibited for a period of years. 
Licenses are required to trade or traffic 
in furs and monthly and annual returns 
are m ado by the traders to the provincia 1 
authorities. Some of the provinces alw 
impose a royalty on furs and require 
.that all pelts must be stamped by a 
game guardian or oth"r provincial 
officer." 

\Ye are really only following the method 
adopted by Canada and other countries which 
ha vc seen fit tD protect this most important 
industn-. The hon. member for Mm·illa toDk 
c>xception to the 0stablishment of boards, but 
in this regard also I think we can safeh· 
follow the example of Canada, In discussing 
with the Secretary for Agriculturf' the open­
ing of the opossum seasDn I find that on the 
last two occasions he had to depend for his 
information as to wlwthcr it was advisable to 
close the season or otherwise Dn the particulars 
forwarded bv stock inspectors, members of the 
Police Force, and other public s'lrvants. That 
was the only course he could adopt. Unlc"' 
a policeman Dr other member of the public 
s·rrYico is a Inmnbel~ of a board paying par­
ticular attention to the fur industry it is 
almost impDssible for him to give accurate 
information. The information giYcn to the 
Ministor regarding the opening of the seasDn 
was to the effect either that t:hc opossum,, 
were plentiful or that they were nearly extinct 
The majority of them WPre to the effect that 
tlw Dpossum was gradually becoming extinct 
in most parts of the StntC'. 

In replv to the rcmun·ks of the h-on. n1en1-
ber for Murilla to the -efioct that we used 
the opossum industry for political purposes, I 
mav mention that I was one of those most con­
cerned in the opening of tho SCUSOn On thP 
last occasion, because of tlw distress and 
uncmplovmcnt then existing in tho Sprill!;·­
sure and Ckrmont districts. The onlv eound 
argument I could put to the Minist'er, and 
the argument which I think influenced him 
most, was that thoro was no occasion for him 
to fear, if ho o;wned the season, that the 
trapper \Yould trap in those areas \vhPre the 
opo:3sum was ahnost extinct. No trappt!l' 
would go to those areas because tlw returns 

[M~·. Foley. 

would not be sufficient. The season was 
opo!>ed on 1st J uno, 1923, and lasted till 3ht 
July, 1923, and the elections were hold _on 
12th May, and, if the hon. member for Munlla 
had information as to the opening of the 
season before the elections, then he had more 
info-rmation than J had, because I did not. 
obtain the information until the very last 
moment. when it was wired by me to the 
trappers at C!lermont and Springeure. 
The object of the :Minister in with­
holdirw that information was to prevent un­
scrupu'l'ous persons packing up and getting· 
on the trapping grounds before tho season 
opened. 

It is e'-sential that something should be 
clone towards having proper hoards estab­
lished with proper representation of persons 
who haYe a knowledge of the industry, so 
that the Minister can get proper advice as 
to whether it is essential to open the season. 
and as to whether it is necessary to have a 
close season in any portion of the Stat-e. 

Another point in the Bill is the right of 
any pereon to enter any holding over 
2,560 acres. The rcascn this was recom­
mended to the Minister was because of 
the fact that we have found an evil existing, 
not only in the trapping districts in my 
electorate but in those in many other parts 
of the State, where managers of stations and 
selections were in the habit of demanding 
from those to whom they gave permission 
to enter the holding a. royalty or a price per 
week for the right to trap on the holding. 
vVe find that everywhere we go trappers 
arc complaining of this, and have asked for 
protection from the Government and the 
right to enter holdings. After all, we are 
doirrg no more than what is being done in the 
case of a timber-getter going on to a timber 
reserve, paving his royalty, a.nd being per­
mitted, per medium of his timber license, 
to cut timber, provided he complies with cer­
tain CDnditions laid down under the State 
Forests and National Parks Act. The same 
remark a.pplies to a gold miner. A gold 
miner, by obtaining a miner's right, . can 
enter certain lands and prospect, provrded 
he complies with the regulations prescribed 
under the Mining Act. A scalper shooting 
marsupials and supplying their skins to the 
market has to get permission under the 
Marsupials Destruction Act from a l\1ar­
supial Board. representative of all parties, 
before lw can get a pPrmit to onter on a 
run. a n<l he has to comply with certain by­
laws laid down bv the Board, or else his 
permit will be cancelled. 

I would impress upon the Minister that, 
when he is issuing regulations which the 
trappers will have to comph with, he should 
be carC'ful not to overburden the trappers, 
as has b<>on the case in connection with some 
of the :Marsupial Boards in various parts of 
the State. Owing to complaints from 
kangaroo shooters in my 0lectorate. I have 
had occasion from time to time to make 
application through the Minister for the 
cancellation of certain r!'gulations which ha.d 
been pas,od by the MnrsupioJ Board. By 
handling the maH"r iudiciously through the 
Mini~tf'r rnany of those regulations were 
modified by tho Board. On0 man who 
brought the matter verv forciblv under my 
notice forwarded me a clipping from a. news­
paper with a description of a camel team 
loaded with sheets of iron travelling in a 
certain part of the State. He pointed out 
that in order to comply with t.he regulations 
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·of the South Leichhardt Marsupial and 
Dingo Board a scalper would really require 
to have a camel tea m or somot hinr: like it 
to carry tho kit-the timber and iron. etc.­
which was required. I hope that .,-hen the 
Tegplations are framed no such handicap will 
be imposed on the trappcrP. and th•t at the 
i"tane time proYi::<ion ·wilt he 1naJ.e tn cusur_e 
that the• selectors and station en, n~ ~'"' .~hall 
haYe adcctuate protection again.::.t abn~L' lJy 
any trapper ·vrho l'C'CCiYc" a pcr1111t. 

Anr:ther r0a'·on why tho trapper should 
havP t,hp right to enter a hol·ding by per~ 
111is~Jon of tho Ro_ rd, <~nd 1 hc.d· a!l T •rttiit"' 
should be granted by the Board. is bec.use 
of the fact that in man•· parts of the State, 
cvc11 at the present time, rnanv station 
holders and selectors of big holdiug-s adopt 
a sy~u·nt of dumrnying in connPction with 
1 he de· truction of marsupials. They arrang-e 
for a fev,- Pmployec~; vvbo arc \VOl'king for 
thmn to 111ake applications 1-o tlw Dingo or 
1\tlal'supial Board for pcrn1it;:;. The pcnnit:-3 
<:trc granted, but YPr:v few n1an::upials are 
destro:Pd on those particular holdings. As 
a result. a bona ficlc scalner m· shoot<>r \Yho 
desires to go on the ru~ is told, \vhen hP 
make .. application to the Marsupial Bo,ud fm· 
a pennit, that sufficient shooters alrrady haYt' 
bcr'n all<nvocl permits for that particular 
holdlng. 

That if qnite a common thing iu n1any 
parts of the State, and some reg-ulations will 
have to be franwd RO that station-holtleJ">' will 
Le prcy·cnh'd from applying to the Board 
for permits for chosen emplo:vecs. for blacks. 
for half .. oastcs. etc .. as thcv have done in th(• 
past. I feel sure thai such a rPg-nlation wiJ: 
vlacc no disability upon the BPleetor, but 
will place tho trapper in a more independent 
p< <ition, and ihus obviate the necc"ity fo,· 
his having- to (!;O to a station·lJO!dcr, and 
'bow and scrape before he can get perm i8oion 
to g-o trapping on the run. In appointing 
someone t.o sec that this Bill is ef!'e~tively 
administ.er<'d-I take it that it will be necP'· 
sary to appoint ·~ome one as a chief g-uardian 
or a chief ranp;or-the :Vlinister should not 
select some clerk from his office or 'ome clerk 
recommended b,.- the Public Service Commis· 
sioner. He sho.uld appoint a man who has 
a thoroug-h knowiedp;e of the fur lmsine'<-· 
both buying and selling-and one who has 
somo knowledge of bushcraft. so that he wiil 
1wt be at a loss when he visits certain parts 
of the State. 

There is another aspect that I would like 
to deal with, and I hope I shall not be trans· 
gressing, .Mr. Speaker, if I discuss the mar· 
keting side of this businee;. The possibili­
tic' are very great if handled judiciously. 
and I would like to mention incidentally that 
I am continuously in receipt of requests from 
trappers and shooters in my electorate, to 
urge the Government to do something in 
·connection with the marketing of furs and 
skins. It is suggeetod that they should do 
,something on the lines of what they haYo 
-done in connection with the sapphire 
industry. 

Mr. MORGAN: It might turn out like the 
marketing of the precious stones. 

Mr. FOLEY: That has turned out fairlv 
s .. >tisfactory up to date, and it is hoped that. 
when the organisation is properly establis.hecl. 
things will be much better. The Govern· 
mcnt will obtain sufficient royalty from this 
industry to allow of the Minister sending a 
l."epresentative to America, London, and 
various parts of Europe to see if it is not 
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possible to establish agents who will be able 
1 o finance the business in those parts of the 
world. To me the thing- appears feasible 
enough. especially v-rht~n J ou take into con· 
"idera tion wha.t has been done in connection 
with the marketing of other fun in other 
paris o£ tho world. 'The various fur-bea,·ing­
animals of Canada include the badger, bear. 
beaver, coyote, ermine, fisher, all kinds of 
fox-red, silver, blnc, 1Yhite-lynx, n1arten, 
:-~abln, rnink, rnuskrat, otter, rabbit, raccoon, 
skunk, three kinds of snnincl. wild ctLt. ''' olf. 
\volvct·ine, caribou, deo1~, elk, moose, panther, 
(•ivet cat, and housP. cat. 

That is a larg-e variety of fur·bc·tring 
,,nimals, and the sale of those "kins meant 
to Can 1 da no less a sum than 17,438,000 
dollars in ihe year 1921 .. 22. That is quite 
"· considerable amount. I take from those 
figures that Canada rnust have organisations 
t'st.a blished in various parts of the world 
where fur .. bcaring- skins are of vaiuo. If 
>·. '' could get into touch with those markets 
and send a man with a knowledge of the 
l:usine"-s to make the necf'ssary arrange­
ments, the industry in Queensland might be 
]'lac.cd on the same prosperous footing. Hon. 
members recently listened to Mr. Hcnr.v 
l"ohen lecturing· on the question of merket­
ing our produce. I-io rcn1phasised right 
1 hroug-h his addre-ss the necessity of organi· 
· .. ation, ancl we could ~lo groat things with 
1 lw revenue eo cured from this industry if 
"e 'Xorked along those linos. I could use 
'" an illustration the trip taken by Mr. 
Knowles to London to establish a m>erket 
for our sapphire industry. It took me ~o1ne 
I imo to convince the Govcmment of the 
J;~·ees""ity of sC'nding a man with a kno\v­
lr-,-Igc of the gem busin~<;;::: to England. Even­
t!: ally the Government agr.•cd, and l\1r. 
Knowlea was selc -ted to vi.,it Eng-land. He 
ill!.d practically not landed in England when 
he n1ade satisfactory arrangPnrents. which 
the Minister had found impossible (o con· 
<"ludo either bv letter or cable. We could 
do the same 'thing in regard to the fur 
industry. 

Mr. PETF.RSO!'..': ·what is the ~\gcnt·Goneral 
d·Jing that he cannot do that? 

Mr. FOLEY: The Ag-onHieneral might 
bt, capable of making inquiries, but I find 
fl'om experierH'J-~ that if a, rnan \Vith know­
]<,dge of the business travels and interviews 
tLe firms interested and investigates the 
plssibilities of the markets, much better 
n·sults can be achieved. 

I have very little mar€ to add except to 
say that the Government have taken the 
right step in introducing this Bill. The 
rPsult will be that in the near future the 
opossum and bear industry will be of much 
more importanc0 than it is at the present 
timo. The industry, as it has been policed 
up to the present, has not been protected 
in the true meaning of that word. On my 
last visit to rnv electorate deputations of 
scalpm·" and shooters in the Clermont dis­
trict called upon me and urged me to use 
1ny influ0nce to have the bear season opened 
this vcar. After a confer.,nce with the 
parties I found out confidentially that 
many of the men seated around the 
bhle had something like fifty ·dozen skins 
stored readv to launch on the market 
as soon as "the season opened. That con· 
dition of affairs also exists at Springsure 
at the other end of my electorate. I have 
bc;en informed by trappers that various 
selectors and others in the district have 
their barns full of bear skins. They have 
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preserved the skins by treating them with 
arsenic and napthalinc so thrrt moths and 
in,<ccts would not affect them, and it is 
their intention to launch those skins on the 
market as soon as the season opens. That 
goes to illustrate that the Government have 
not been in a position in the past to police 
and protect the industry. There has been 
no such thing as a clos'~ season. rrhe close 
season has been declared legally. but 
trappers. selectors. blacks, and station. hands 
have been shooting and killing b0ars and 
storing their skins in the hope that tbo 
bPar season would be opened. 

Quite apart from the fact that under this 
moacure we shall have the necessary revenue 
and power to establish the necessary 
machinery to protect the industry properly, 
I think a great deal can be dDne along tho 
liiiPs of building up the industry and makin); 
th3 opossum particularly more rnuncrous 
than it is at present. 

I shall make reference to the fur farming 
that is going Dil in various parts of the world. 
I am not suggesting fDr one moment that the 
Secretary for Agriculture should arrange to 
start opoccsum or hear farms in parts cf 
Queensland, but I do suggest that with the 
royalties we shall get from this industry it 
will be possible tD sot aside sanctuaries­
places favourable for breeding under condi­
tiDns whore all the natural ,.~sources are 
fayourable for the breeding of th0se animals. 
In districts whore the animals arc extinct 
at present we can make sanctuaries and bring 
animals from other portions of the State. 
Those sanctuaries should be in fDrce for a 
term of years. I shall give an illustration ,,[ 
what is being ·done in Canada akmg thc'o 
lines. There they go in very extensiye\y for 
brooding various kinds of animals, as will he 
eeen from the following figures:-

Fur farms. 

Prince Edward Island 
Nova Scotia 
Kcw Brunswick 
Quebec 
OntariD 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 
British Columbia 
Yukon Territory 

Total 

1922. 
435 
121 
86 

156 
128 

19 
9 

26 
30 
16 

1,026 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: They do nothing else 
but breed these animals. 

Mr. FOLEY: That is so-various kinds of 
a~>imals. I shall enumerate them-

Silver fox, patch fox, red fox, blue fox, 
white fox. mink, marten, fisher, 
raccoon, skunk, opossum, lynx, bear, 
brown beaver, white beaver, musk 
rat, Karakul sheep. 

I am just using this to emphasise what can 
be done here now that we arc in a pDsition 
to gain some revenue from this industry, and 
to show what we may do with the revenue to 
build up a fur industry and make it 
more important than it is at present. 

Mr. PETERSON ("Yormanby): I beg to 
move the adjournm0nt of the debate. 

QucstiDn put and passed. 
The rc 'Umption of the d<>bate was made an 

Order of the Day for Tuesday next 
The House adjourned at 3.28 p.m. 

rM1'. Ji'oley. 

Questions, 




