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Papers.

FRIDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER, 1924,

The Speaker (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 10 a.m.

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—

Report from the Engineer for Harbours
and Rivers for the year ended 30th
June, 1924.

Fourth report on the creation, inscription,
and issue of Government inseribed
stock under the provisions of * The
Government Inscribed Stock Aects, 1920
to 1921.”

Fortieth report on the creation, inscrio-
tion, and issue of stock under the
provisions of ¢ The Queensland Stock
Inscriplion Act.”

Report of the Chief Inspector of
Machinery, Scaffolding, and Weights
and Measures for the year ended 30ih
June, 1924.

[6 SEPTEMBER.]

Questions. 639

QUESTIONS.
StaTE DRAUGHT STALLIONS.

Mr. DEACON (Cunninghwm) asked the
Secretary for Agriculture—

“1. How many mares were served by
each Stats draught stallion during last
season ?

““ 2. What was the total amount received
in fees for service on account of each
stallion ?

3. What was the cxpenditure on each
stallion for the season?

“4. What is the total expenditure to
date, including cost of purchase and keep,
to 1st September this year?

“ 5. In what districts will the stallions
be located this season?”

Th: SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) for the
SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE (Hon.
W. N. Gillies, Eacham), replied—

Number of Mares.

“1. Baron Again ... ... 46
Bold Wyllie ... ... 60
Fabric’s Heir ... ... 59
General Wallace .. 57
Glenalla .. 87
Premier Again ... b4
Total number 333
£ s d.
“2. Baron Again 96 12 ©
Bold Wxllie 126 0 0O
Fabric’s Heir 123 18 ©
Gencral Wallace 119 14 0
Glenalla 119 14 0
Premier Again 113 8 ¢
£699 6 0

“3. Total cost of stallions for season
was £1,264 0s. &d., which gives an average
of £210 for each stallion.

‘4, Total payments to date, including
purchase, all charges, and keep to Ist
September this year—2£4,979 19s.

‘“5. No definite answer can yet be given.
The inspection of mares for the scrvice of
which application has been received has
not yet been completed, and the result of
that inspection may alter districts pro
visionally arranged.”

RELIEF OF SUPPOSED SURVIVORS OF 8.8.
“ DoucrLas MAWSON.”

Mr. RIORDAN
asked the Premier—
“In view of the Press reports regarding
the ‘ Douglas Mawson’ survivors. and
seeing that it is alleged that the two
women who are supposed to be held by
the blacks were seen a week ago, does ha
think it is now possible to do anything
in the direction suggested br the hon.
member for Cook and myself in previous
interviews with him on the matter.”

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore.
Chillagoe) replied—
_ “The hon. member for Burke and the
hon. member for Cook waited upon me
some time ago in connection with this
matter, and asked that some relief shouid
be sent to Normanton, the locality in
which the ¢Douglas Mawson ' was sup-
posed to have been wrecked. At that
time it was stated that the Gowernment

(Burke), without notice.
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had no vessel available, and no vessel
could be hired suitable for despatch on
such a vovage. The only vessels available
were motor launches of very small
capacity. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment, having the major responsibility, see-
ing that the survivors were supposed to
be in their territory, sent a relief party,
but, unfortunately, a considerable time
elapsed before it was despatched. The
relief party are now in the distriet in
which the survivors are suppos:d to be,
and not much can be done from here to
assist them. If it were necessary to send
further relief, it is possible that arrange-
ments could be made with Thursday
Island, or perhaps the Commonwealth
Government could despatch one of theiwr
warships which is somewhere north of
Cairns.”’

Mr. CORSER (Burneit), without notice,

asked the hon. memb-r for Nundah—

“1. Is it a fact that certain ladies
approached him yesterday with 1ega1d
to some action being taken in the
interest of the women wr.cked from the

‘ Douglas Mawson’ and who are now
supposed to be in the hands of the
blacks ?

2. What action did the hon. gentle-

man take?”’

Mr. KELSO (Vundah) replied—

“1 was approached by a certain num-
ber of ladics whose minds were consider-
ably exercised by the statement in the
Press yesterday with reference to the
unforlunate women in the hands of the
blacks. I had an interview with the
Premier vesterday and placed the matter
before him, and he agreed to meet a
deputation of ladies at 11 o’clock this
morning in order that they might dis-
cuss the matter with him and place cer-
tain suggestlons before him for considera-

’101’1
SUPPLY.
ResuMPTiON OF COMMITTEE—FOURTH ALLOTTED
Day.

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)
HoME SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT.
OUTDOOR RELIEF.

Question stated——
“That £29,166 be granted for °Out-
door relief.” ”

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood): When the
House adjourned yesterday I was drawing
attention to the differentiation in treatment
between agriculturists and swagmen when
applying for relief. I hope, Mr. Pollock,
that you will bear with me while I make the
suggestion that hon. members to-day should
consider this Chamber as a church. In a
church there are very few iuterjections, and
the truth that is told, whether it be uttered
bv a politician or a clergyman should have
the respect that it justly deserves. It is
necessary to place a certain amount of money
on the Hstimates to relieve those people who
are unemployed or not able to work, or who
have been unfortunate enough to bo placed
in a state of poverty. Most people look upon
the man who carries his swag as a person
of no importance. It has been said more
than once in this Chamber that unemployment
is caused through the fault of the persons

[Mr., W. Cooper.
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concerned. I disagree entirely with a state-
ment of that kind, because a man who can
find work and will not work is liable to be
prosecuted as a vagrant; and one of the
reasons why the Act deahng with those per-
sons has not been strictly administered is
because, if such persons are placed in custody
—whether it be for their own safekeeping
or because of the crime of poverty—they
have to be kept by the State.

It has been said that the drink traffic is
one of the greatest causes of poverty, and
poverty is the cause of men having to apply
to the Government for outdoor relief. If
that is so, all Governments up to the present
time have neglected their duty in not
endeavouring to remove the cause of the State
kaving to pay such vast sums of money in
outdoor relief. I hope, Mr. Pollock, that
you will bear with me for a little, becauss‘
what T am going to state are some of my
own experiences with men of a nomadic dis-
position. Some years ago a man came into
a shop where I was working. He was carry-
ing a swag that would do credit to the best
camel in the Sahara Desert. He had no
soles on the boots that were on his feet. He
said to me,  Look, I am hungry.” 1 said,
“Yes, my friend. can relieve your
hunger.”” ‘At that time I was performing the
work of shoeing hovrses, and he asked me
whether I could shoe him. I had a look at
his boots and said, “I do not know about
that, I am not a bootmakex; but I can
relieve your hunger.” He replied, ** My
belly mever touches the ground, but my feet
do: and, if you can relieve me by giving me
P paxr of boots, I will certainly go on my
way.’

Mr. F. A. CooPER:
him off the premises?

Mr. W. COOPER: No, I did not do what
my hon. friends on the other side of the
Chamber would have done.

Hon. W. H. BarxEes: That is unfair.

Mr. W. COOPER : I gave that man a pair
of boots and an order on a boarding-house
to get a week’s supply of provisions. The
last time I met that man I found (hat his
cheque for cream alone was £560 a month.
T mention that incident to show the neces-
sity for kindness to be handed out to these
unfortunate men out of work. For the
benefit of hon. members who have never
teard it, T will quote a little verse and ask
them to retain it if possible in their memory,
so that, if at some future date a traveller
arrives at their door, they will not turn him
away empty-handed—

“ Ouy in the cold world, out in the street,
Asking for bread from the country police,
A nomad of misfortune sadly I roam,

A native of Queensland without any home.”

You did not “ shoo”

I am not going to say that the drink traffic is
the cause of all poverty; but, if we are going
to remedy the conditton which necessitates
this vote being placed on the Estimates, we
must deal as far as possible with the causes
of poverty. To deal with the causes here.
to-day would take too long, and seeing, Mr.
Pollock, the very fine attitude that you have
taken up in the chair—an attitude which I
admire—of preventing any unwarranted dis-
cussion of matters which do not pertain to
outdoor relief, 1 shall not attempt to discuss
them. The ordinary man in Queensland does
not realise what it 1s to be without work and
to have to tramp the vast distances of this
great State looking for the means to provide
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himself with the necessaries of life. If that is
so, we have to deal with the question not
119191' from a financial point of view, seeing
that a number of hon. members in this
Chamber and people outside are advocating
the principles of Christianitv. If those prin-
ciples do not apply to finance generally, they
apply to the attitude we are going to take
uys from a humanitarian standpoint. If we
are going to cavil at the comparatively small
sum that is to be expended by this State for
the relief of these unfortunate men, then I
suy there is very little Chmstlamty in the
State, and it is nearly time that our churches
took up a very different attitude from that
at present adopted. I am not going to say
any more on the subject because I know
that, if I started to give the causes and
effects necesﬂtatmg the placing on the Isti-
ates of certain sums of money for the relief
of these unfortunate pecple, you would pull
me up, Mr. Pollock.

The Unemployed Workers Insurance A(t
did a great deal to relieve plenty of me
who “ould otherwise have to go cap in hani
and beg from the police for sustenance to
keep bodv and soul together. I hope that,
in the near future, we 5ha11 devise a means
by which these men will not be classed as
undesirables, When the Great War broke
out and the country was appcaling to men
10 save the property, the money, ang the

people of Queensland, Australia, and the
British Tmpive generally, there was no
inquiry as to whether the recruits were

nomads asking for relief or otherwise. The
appeal was that cvery man should put a gun
to his shoulder and fight for the wealth and
welfare of the nation, therefore these unfor-
tunate men have a pelfect right, as people
horn on this earth, to ask for and receive
relief when poverty strikes them.

Mr. WRIGHT (Bulimba): In the first
place T desire to endorse the remarks of the
Lon. member for Kelvin Grove regarding the
salary paid to the chief officer of this very
important sub-department, Probably 1 have
come into contact with that officer just as
much, and perhaps more than any other hon.
member in this Chamber. I do not say that
hecause there may be more applicants for
relief from my electorate, but, taking the
law of averages and Consldermw that 1 am
responsible for a greater number of elestors
than any other hon. member, it is only reason-
able that T should come more in contact with
that officer than other hon. members.

I have found this officer to be a very capable
man. He is courteous, sympathetic, obliging,
and, to my mind, he has all the necessary
qualifications needed by an officer in charge
of such a department as his. When the neces-
sity arises, as I know it does sometimes arise,
he can always take a definite stand. Those
ocrasions are, I believe, few in number. Con-
sidering his difficult duties—and T know they
are not altogether pleasant at times—I ask
the Home Sccretary to give favourable con-
sideration to an increcase of the remuneration
of this capable officer.

I am pleased to see that the expenditure
on relief generally has been less than it
was a few years ago, but at the same time
the expenditure for the year was considerably
above the estimate provided for the year.
So long as we are doing the right thing to
the people of this State I have not very
much to say with regard to the expense.
Further, I notice in the annual report that
there has been a remarkable reduction in

19242 5
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the assistance granted to able-bodied men,
and in order to illustrate my point I shall
give the figures for the last four years—
1920-21, monthly average of able-bodied
men receiving relief, 1,017.
1921-22, monthly average of able-bodied
men receiving relief, 758.
192223, monthly average of able-bodied
men receiving relief, 283,
1923-24, monthly average of able-bodied
men receiving relief, 45.
Mr. KerrR: Do you know the explanation?

My, WRIGHT : Yes, and I wish briefly to
refer to the explanation. Further, to illug
trate my point, I wish to point out th&
for the seven months prior to June an
including June, the total number of able-
bodied men who received relief was only
thirty-one. That satisfies me of the success
of that other scheme for which this Govern-
ment  were  responsible—the  TUnemployed
Workers Insurance scheme, which was
dubbed by the friends of hon. members
opposite, and by some hon. members them-
selves as the “ Loafers’ Paradise Bill.”

Mr. Kerr: The explanation is that they
cut out the single men.

Mr. WRIGHT : That is not the conclusion
to which T have come-—the hon. member will
have the opportunity of giving his version
of the affair afterwards. I am quite satisfied
that the explanation is that the able-bodied
men who, through unfortunate circumstances,
have been thrown oub of employment and
are not able to keep themselves, have received
the allowance which is theirs by right, as
they have contributed their share towards it,
and they have not been compelled to go to
the Relief Department and ask for ratiomns.
In the past the workers have always con-
tributed to the relief which thcy may have
got, as the cost of relief is paid out of
consolidated vevenue. and therefore cvery
person in the community contributes a certain
amount to this vote.

There is another interesting table in the
report headed < Adults.” So that there shall
be no misunderstanding, I wish to make it
clear that I am referring to the table giving
the metropolitan figures alone. The aver-
age number of adults per month who received
relief in the metropolitan area during the
past four years were—

1920-21 ... 2,541
192122 ... 1,868
1922-23 ... 824
1923-24 . 268

There again thele has been a remarkable
reduction in the number of adults receiving
relief. There is one pathetic feature in_ the
report, and that is the reference to those
people who, through being slightly mentally
deficient or physically deficient, are unable
to take their place and compete in the
industrial world. They are catered for, I
take it, under the qualification as * Adults,”
the figures for whom I have just given.

I know that this is one of the problems
which it is very difficult to solve. I have in
my own electoratc quite a number of cases
where the husband and father—and unfor-
tunately in some cases the father of an
ever-increasing family—through some little
deficiency is unable to compete successfully
for the emn]oyment which is offering. Con-
sequently there is great hardship in store
for families which are being reared under
those conditions. I ask that when such

Mr. Wright.]
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cases come before the officer in charge very
favourable consideration will be given—
and I know he gives that consideration—
to these people because they are in a most
unfortunate position and largely unable to
help themselves. It is only casual ermploy-
ment, in addition to this particular
allowance, that enables them to live at all.
They are responsible for bringing families of
young children into the world, and they
should be given every consideration. I
would suggest that the Minister should
consider the adoption of some method
whereby the State children’s allowance could
be extended to cases like these. These men
require more than they can earn from casual
employment to enable them to bring up their
children so that they can compete with their
neighbours’ children on equal terms. I
realise that a certain number of these cases
are always inevitable. I hope that some
better way will be found to assist these
people than the present system. This is
not a vote on which there should be much
criticism though probably hon. members
opposite will find quite a lot in regard to
which they will criticise the expenditure.
There 1is a reduction in the vote
this vear, and I hope that next year we
shall ‘have a further reduction, and thereby
show that we are on lines of progress and
that the poverty in this fair State is
definitely on the decline.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (WWynnum): The
hon. member for Rosewood started off by
making the suggestion that the vote was
such a serious one that for the fime being
this Chamber might be made a church. He
had not proceeded very far before he threw
out an insinuation against hon. members on
this side in connection with relief, that, while
hon. members opposite would be prepared
to grant relief to needy people, on this side
there would be a refusal because of want
of sympathy. I say emphatically that
whether in  connection with Government
relief or relief that one gives through his
own home, the man—whatever his political
or religious creed may be—who turns away a
needy man deserves to be kicked.

OrprosrrioN MEMBERS: Hear hear!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: There are some
things that are bigger than our political
differences. The duty of every man as I
know it—and it is followed and practised
by hon. members on this side—is to see that
those who are in need get help. Can wyou
conceive, Mr. Pollock, a man coming to
your door and telling you he needed some-
thing to eat, and you turning him away?
The instructigns in my home are very defi-
nite—it may be that money is refused to an
applicant, but nc one is ever turned away.

Mr. Grepson: You are putting too liberal
an interpretation on the remarks of the hon.
member for Rosewoocd. He did not mean
what you say at all

Hox. W. H. BARNES: T do not know
what the hon. member for Rosewood meant,
but I see, Mr. Pollock, that T have just gone
as far as you are prepared to allow me to
go in that connection. There is no question
that men who want work and cannot get
it are deeply to be pitied. There are many
factors to be considered in connection with
unemployment, and it is our duty to face
themn If I stood on my feet and said that
unemployment was not rampant, I would

[Mr. Wright.
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be saying what I do not believe. It is
rampant, and a great majority of the men
who are unemployed want work but canuot
get it

[10.30 a.m.]

Mr. WrieHT: Do you suggest that is our
fault?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am not suggest-
ing that. I want to deal with the question
in a way which will help those men, because
I recognise that, although I do not often rum
wild myself, there is nothing more calculated
to make a man run wild than to have noth-
ing to do, and I say that the position of a
man wanting employment is a condition of
things which we have to face. I am not
going to argue here about the basic wage,
but I ask: Is not something wrong when you
find the father of a family of five or six
children getting only the same rate of wages
as a single man? I am prepared to admit
that the single man has to make provision
for his own home, but there is not sufficient
difference between the wage of the single
young man and the man with family obliga-
tions. However, we are face to face with
the fact that for some cause or other there
is a great number of unemployed in the
State. I have been permitted this morning
to see the ““ Hansard” proof of some remarks
made by my friend, the hon. member for
East Toowoomba, last night, in which he
said that he did not think that this year the
vote would be sufficient. I do not think it
will be sufficient. The Government them-
selves have had to admit that they must go
slow on account of the paucity of loan
money., Will not that mean that men will
have to be turned down when they ask for
employment? What is the attitude in com-
mercial circles? Every business  man is
trying to cut down his expenses as much as
possible for the same reason which operates
in  connection with Government work.
Therefore I say, particularly in view of the
amount spent on outdoor relief last year,
that the amount of £29,000 will not be suf-
ficient this year. Happily it does seem that
in some directions there 1s hope; but we all
know, for instance, that the money available
for workers’ dwellings is so limited that
applications are being turned down. That
means fewer labourers in itself, and, gener-
ally speaking, the trend to shorten the hands
required for the services of the State. Let
there be no doubt as to the attitude of hon.
members on this side of the Chamber. I
think I can speak for them, as well as for
myself, when I say that every provision
should be made for men who are out of em-
ployment. Whilst they should be encouraged
i every possible way to work, and, whilst
the man who will not work does not deserve
relief, on the other hand, if a man has done
his best to get work and has failed, we
should not be deficient in meeting our obliga-
tions to him on behalf of the State.

Mr. HYNES (Townstille) : The most grati-
fying feature of this vote is the large decrease
on the amount expended since 1923. For the
vear 1922-23 the amount expended on outdoor
relief was £55799 8s. 11d., whereas for the
vear 1923-24 the amount had been reduced
to £29,300 1ls. 3d. That indicates that
closely associated with the problem of outdoor
relief was the problem of organising labour
on a sounder and more scientific basis in deal-
ing with unemployment. The major portion
of the people who are receiving outdoor
relief in Queensland are the unemployable
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class. They are the orphans, the widow
mothers, and the old men who cannot be

absorbed in industry. Do hon. members
opposite mean to suggest that this Govern-
ment should refuse to feed those people who
are unable to work?

The hon. member for Nanango spoke in a
rather contemptuous and disparaging manner
of what he termed a ‘‘ swagman.” Some
portion of the relief which was distributed
last vear went to the people who were carry-
ing their swags in the State. The man who
carries his swag about the State has in the
past formed one of a class that did the
pioneering work of this State. One must
take into consideration that the whole of our
primary  industries—Queensland  depends
almost entirely on her primary industries—
depend for their labour’ on the nomadic
worker, who occasionally, owing to bad
seasons, is obliged to carry his swag and
get Government relief. The hon. member for
Nanango suggested that we should go back
to the pernicious, debasing, and despicable
system that obtained under the old Tory
regime. That is, that the men who were
obliged to ask for relief should have the
humtliating task of cutting wood or doing
some non-productive toil imposed upon them
in order to sccure those rations. If there is
one stigma upon past Administrations in con-
nection with the distribution of relief, it is
the fact that they compelled men who were
looking for relief to perform some unpro-
duetive humiliating task in order to qualify
for that relief. 1 would not stand for any
Government going back to that debasing and
inhuman system.

Mr. MaxweLL: Is work debasing?
Mr. HYNES: We have been able to reduce

the amount of this vote by organising labour
on a more scientific and sound basis, and

the result has been that theve are very
few able-bodied men to-day applying for
relief. In 1914, prior to the Labour Go-

vernment coming into power in this State,
the number of unionists who were registered
&s unemployed, according to the Common-
weaith Statistician’s figures, was 17.7 per
cent., and the number last year was 5.5
per cent. We have been dealing with the
question of relief, and at the same time we
have pretty effectively tackled the unemploy-
ment problem. I repeat that the greatest
portion of the relief which is distributed
at the present time is distributed to the
unemployable—to the men who are too old
or too infirm to work, to widowed mothers,
and to children, I am surprised to know
that in this age we have hon. members
opposite~—members who are evidently wallow-
ing in the last stage of conservative atrophy—
who would suggest that we should take from
these people the wherewithal to keep them
alive.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) : The hon. member
who has just resumed his seat made some
most astounding deductions.

Hon. M. J. Kmrwax: Not so astounding
as the statements you made the other day.

Mr. KERR: In another part of the Kati-
mates which we are «discussing a sum of
£181,000 is provided to carry worikers over
their period of unemployment. If that
amount is added to the vote we are discussing
it will be found that the amount for the
relief of unemployment in Queensland is
higher this year than in any previous year
in the history of Queensland. That is the
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position. This difficulty has not been over-
come by the Government. It is a wrong
deduction to make to state that the difficulty
is being overcome by scientific means when
the Government are subsidising compulsory
levies on the employers and employees for
the purpose. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment provide for infivm and old age pensions.
I do not want to discuss that subject, but
1 venture to sarx that no hon. member in
this Chamber can quote a legitimate case for
the invalid or old-age pension that has been
turned down by the Commonwealth.
Mr. Hyves: What rot!

Mr. KERR: It i» no use hon. members
attempting to deceive this Chamber on the
unemployment problem, as the hon. member
for Townsville has done. Such statements
are only an attempt to deceive the Com-
mittee on the real state of affairs. I rose
purposely to ask rthe Minister in charge of
this vote to give some information with
regard to the recent allegation made in
the Press that the Government are sending
unemployed to New South Wales.

Hen., M. J. There is no truth

in it

Mr. XERR: At the time the allegation
was made the Government in their denial
stuted that the funds to provide for the
fares did not come out of the Unemployment
Insurance Fund., While I am prepared to
accept that denial, T would like to know
whether those fares were paid out of funds
appropriated by the Home Department.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): 1 did not
intend to address myself to this vote until
I heard the speech of the hon. member for
Townsville. I want to say to that hon. mem-
ber, as I say to other men of his calibre,
that there has been an attempt in this
Chamber on various cccasions by hon. mem-
bers of his mentality to try and bring to the
mind of the people outside that hon. members
on this side of the Chamber leok upon 2
man who carries his swag as a person who
has to be eliminated altogether, and that
we do not stand for anything in the cause
of humanity and that we do not seek to
uplift.

Mr. Hyxnes: You stand for perpetuating
the system which makes him carry his swag.

Mr. Kerr: Rubbish!

Mr. Romerrs: We
employment for him.

Mr. MAXWELL: Hon. members on this
side of the Chamber do not stand for any
particular section of the community. As
T said yesterday the record of those Govern-
ments who administered the affairs of State
long, long before Labour came into power,
give an emphatic denial Mo the statements

Kirwax:

stand for providing

“which are continually being made by hon.

members opposite. T wish that, instead of
some of the hon. members we have on the
opposite side, we had in their place some of
the gantlemen who formerly occupied their
positions. T say that in all sincerity. Hon.
members on this side do not stand for per-
petuating any system that is injurious to the
community.

Since the advent of Labour to the Trea-
sury benches we have had a very considerable
svetem of unemployment and outdoor relief
prevailing. To me it is a most reprehensible
state of affairs, particularly after hearing
speeches made by hon. members opposite,

Mr. Maxwell.]
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that even one man should have to seek
relief. Hon. members stated that it is a
menace to the community, and that unem-
ployment generally is a scandal.

Mr. Hyxes: Can you explain the fact that
in 1914 17.7 per cent. of the members of
unions were unemployed?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MAXWELL: There is no necessity
for me to explain anything to the hon.
member for Townsville, because the hon.
member is so permeated with certain ideas
that my explanation could not penetratc his
hide.

Mr. HyxES interjected.

Mr. MAXWELL : While hon. members on
the other side of the House prate about the
reduction in the unemployment vote my
friends, the hon. member for Wynnum and
the hon. member for Enoggera, drew atten-
tion to the vote of £181,800 which appears
in another sphere of activity by way of un-
employment insurance. The hon. member
for Townsville stated that this  outdoor
relief is only given to sick and infirm people.
I think the hon. member does not know what
he is talking about when he makes such a
statement. I have seen instances of able-
bodied men who have found it absolutely
impossible to find employmeni in our ecity
and suburbs. I have seen most pitiable cases
where the women-folk are prepared to go out
to work and cannot get 1t, and where the
boys in the family cannot get work.

Mr. Hynes: And you stand for perpetu-
ating that system.

Mr. MAXWELL: I will not listen to such
twaddle.

Mr. KrRR interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask hon.
members to cease their interruptions. An
interjection is permissible when an hon.
member has ceased speaking and while he
is preparing to continue his remarks; but 1
feel sure hon. members do not desire me to
tolerate any continued interruption during a
sperch by an hon. member. 1 ask that it be
discontinued.

Mr. MAXWELL: Thank you, Mr. Pol-
lock. I sympathise with the officers who have
to distribute this relief, and I appreciate the
difficulties under which the officer in charge
of the sub-department labours. Although he
wants to be fair and reasonable, he must find
it very difficult to act in that way. 1 only
rose to say that after nine wvears of Labour
administration we find this amount of money
placed on the Estimates to continue outdoor
relief and at the same time £181,800 is pro-
vided for the payment of unemployment
insurance. To me that is a standing disgrace,
and it bears out exactly the arguments put
forward by hon. members on this side when
certain measures were introduced.

Mr. WricHT : You stated that the measure
you refer to was a © Loafers’ Paradise Bill.”

Mr. MAXWELL: It is all very well for
kon. members opposite to talk about the con-
ditions obtaining when the Treasury benches
were occupied by anti-Labour forces, but
never at any time have such conditions pre-
vailed as exist at present through the mis-
management and misgovernment of a Labour
Administration.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): I have not
the slightest doubt that there 1s every reason
why we should sympathise with those who

[Mr, Mazwell.
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have to administer this vote. I do not think
there is a more difficult problem to deal with
than that of the outdoor relief of the State.
I have approached the department on several
occasions on behalf of unfortunate indi-
viduals, and I know the difficulties the
officials have to face. Those difficulties are
great, no matter which Government is in
power, and occasionally there must be some
kardship to applicants.

I say emphatically that I think the
administration of the Unemployed Insurance
Fund is most unsatisfactory. I am quite con-
vinced the amount would be £200,000 if the
fund had been properly administered, which
clearly points to the fact that the men are
not being treated as well, from a financial
point of view, under the Unemployed
Workers’ Insurance scheme as they were
under the old system of relief. It also proves
conclusively that there are more unemployed
to-day than there were previously.

I particularly rose to take exception to
the statement made by the hon. member for
Townsville—that it is a mean thing to work.
I never knew that it was a mean thing to
work. I have always been of the opinion
that it was a very honourable thing to work.

Mr. Hyxes: It depends a good deal on the
conditions attaching to the work.

Mr. WARREN: Nothing appeals to me
so much as to see a man with horny hands.
I would far sooner see a man who is able to
Wmlk willing to work than see a man shirking
work.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. WARREN: I am following exactly
the same lines adopted by previous speakers.
I want to make this point: Men would be
far better receiving money for work done
than receiving money as a dole. I can quote
one case that proves this conclusively. Some
little time ago two men in my electorate had
a conversation on the question of relief. One
man said, “ The old sergeant is a cruel man
to deal with.,”” The other said, “ I was quite
prepared to do the little work that he gave
me.” 'That was a little wood-chopping in
return for the relief. That conversation was
an instance of two distinet dispositions., I
do not think those remarks apply at the
present time, as there is a mnew sergeant
there. The man who is willing to give a
little work for that which he receives is an
honest man, while the man who is not pre-
pared to give a little work but is prepared
to accept as a gift that relief which he is not
entitled to, in principle is not honest. I do
not care how many hon. members get up
and deride the manner of payment for that
which a man receives, but I say the principle
is absolutely wrong, and the sooner these
gentlemen recognise it the better, I have
no complaint to make in regard to relief
matters, but I wish to say that the Unem-
ploved Workers’ Insurance scheme has to
find its level. We could not expect a new
scheme to work smoothly straight away., My
complaint is not against the system, but I do
wish to emphasise the point that the longer
we have people receiving money for nothing
the worse it will be for the State. Unfor-
tunately that is one of the biggest troubles
we have to face in connection with the
Australian Imperial Forces, as a percentage
of the men expected to get something for
nothing. It was wrong in principle, because
those who were in ill-health should have been
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a charge on the Commonwealth. I take this

opportunity of saying that in almost every
case that I brought under the notice of the
Commonwealth authorities, whether it was
an application for the old-age pension, the
invalid pension, or a soldier’s pension, full
and favourable consideration was given, and
in every genuine case the relief asked for
was given. I consider that we have only
touched the fringe of this question of relief,
but at the same time I am of opinion that
the golution of the problem is that men must
work for that which they receive. We must
provide the right to work, That is the most
important thing. Work does not demoralise
a man, but makes him better and makes him
happxer

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy): The question of
the right to work has been introduced. Under
the present social system unemployment must
exist. That is evident to every hon. member
who has studied the economic problem. Un-
employment has existed under all Govern-
ments. Men have walked Queensland and
every other State in Australia with their swags
ever since Australia has been discovered. But
this is the point: The Governments of those
days overlooked the fact that men were un-
employed, and they neglected their duty to
supply them with the means of living. The
Labour Government have incurred a very
large expenditure in supporting them when
they were unable to get employment, Men
in the different towns left their families and
walked into the country looking for employ-
ment, but were unable to get it. Any Govern-
ment who stand up to their duty must keep
those men and those dependent on them from
starvation. That was the system for some
years, and the Government saw the necessity
for a more improved system. The amount of
money which 1s made available in the relief
of unemployed under the present system is
a form of insurance, just as’a man may insure
his home, business, or anything else against
loss. That is not open to criticism. That is
not the form of dole which used to be received
by the unemployed prior to the inception of
the system. As Labour men, we would like
to delete the provision on the Estimates for
unemployment doles, because there is not one
worker in a thousand who does not prefer
to earn a living per medium of work instead
of per medium of doles. The greater the
unemployment the greater will be the injury
to our people. If a man is unemployed for
twelve months or two years, his moral fibre
may be largely destroyed, because he then
becomes hopeless, and once a man becomes
hopeless he ceases to be the value to society
that he was before. Bo long as the system
which exists to-day is in operation there must
be unemployed workers. The more machinery
for productive purposes created by inventive
genius the more men there will be thrown
out of employment. The question is not one
of production. We hear the question of pro-
duction continually emphasised, and the state-
ment made that, if it were increased, every
man would be employed The questxon is one
of distribution.  Until we get a more equitable
form of distribution we shall not come to the
conditions that we on this side, and probably
sorce hon. members of the Opposition, desire
that we should come to as a State. I would
like to see the amount on the Estimates for
unemployment doles absolutely abolished, pro-
vided there was no necessity fo; it, because I
would like to see every man in Queensland
employed in labour profitable to himself and
the State.
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Mr. CORSER (B urnett) "The hon. member
who has just resumed his seat has put this
matter in a correct light. We are not blind
to the knowledge that most countries of the
world are likely to have unemployed workers
from time to time; but when we hear hon.
members opposite showing by their utterances
that they are ignorant of the conditions which
exist to-day, we must protest and point out
that the kerosene-case oratory that may be
used in and around their electorates to enable
them to secure their seats will not go down in
this Chamber. (Laughter.)

The hon. member for Townsville refers to
the amount of £27,500 set aside for outdoor
relief as the only amount to be spent on
the relief of unemployment during this
coming year, but if he will look at page 111
of the Hstimates he will see that there is
another arsount of £181,800 to be provided
this year under Unemployment Insurance,
making the total for unemployment :9209,30&

Mr. Hyxes: I was speaking of relief.

Mr. CORSER: Yet the hon. member would
have the audacity to say that his Govern-
ment had done more in the way of wiping
out the necessity for unemployment relief
than any previous Government.

Myr. Forey: What is the amount in Great
Britain?
My, CORSER: There is a Labour Govern-

ment in Great Britain, and there is more
unemployment now than there has been for
many years. But I am not going to be drawn

from the point. The hon. mem-

{11 a.m.] ber for Townsville has shown

that he is ignorant of the facts
regarding unemployment, the necessity for
the appropriation of money to relieve it, and
the immediate actual necessity for the dis-
tribution of these moneys. I would like the
hon. member to go and hear the remarks of
those men who are receiving these doles and
are threatened that they will be stopped if
they allow certain of their comrades fo
address them. They have actually been $old
recently in Brisbane that the doles will be
refused to them if they allow a certain
individual to address them. If the hon.
member were to hear those remarks, and not
look for some political significance in them,
or try to blame the Opposition for something
that might have been done in the time of
their grandfathers in politics—

Mr. Hyxgs: I have been personally
associated with the problem for the last forty
years.

Mr. CORSER: I am afraid that the hon.
member’s association with the problem was
an association with the “ King Pins” who
are in the good jobs to-day. We do no‘c
want to look and listen only to the “ Kings”
of industry. We ought not to listen only
to the worker who has a job; we ought to
consider also the individual who is craving
for assistance in the way of work and not
for doles. When the Government were in
opposition and claimed the right to govern
the country, partly because of the unemploy-
ment which they alleged to exist, they said
that they would institute such conditions and
pass such laws as would wipe out unemploy-
ment altogether. Vet here we have a total
amount of unemployment exceeding that
which existed under all past Governments.

Mr. Hyxss . The union rolls don’t show it.

Myr. CORSER: The hon. member knows
perfectly well that the regulations of the

Mr. Corser.]
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urions are so conservative in some cases that
they have acted detrimentally fo the unem-
ployed. They are privileged organisations in
some cases, and many of these unemployed
men are not allowed to get within them.

OrprositioN MEewBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. CORSER: I am not going to allow
the hon. member to draw me off the track.
We know that under the Government’s
scheme of provision for the unemployed cer-
tain farms which were called “ unemployed
farms” were to be established. We had
beautiful pictures drawn for us of the unem-
ployed getting up early on the farm and
wiping the frost off the handles of the plough
and of then going ahead to produce. But we
find that these were only deceitful attrac-
tions held up to this unfortunate section
of the community. They have not come to
light, like many other ideas which are
very useful when promulgated from the kero-
sene case at election time, but have no use
for the man who wants a job after they have
served their purpose.. The statements that
the fares of certain persons whom the
Government wished to remove from the State
or to encourage to leave the State were
paid out of the Unemployment Insurance
Fund have been denied, but there has been
no denial of the statement that they were
paid out of the vote which we are consider-
ing now, and I contend that we must come
to the conclusion that the fares of these
people—who were practically deported from
the State by the encouragement of an offer of
free fares to Sydney—were paid ous of the
vote last year; or rather from the amount of
£35,000 which was expended last year under
this heading.

Mzr. Forey:
cases ?

Mr. CORSER : The hon, member will find
the specific cases at the Home Department.
One hon. member has practically told us that
the progress of Christianity and the appli-
cation of science and education to industry
are responsible for unemployment, I cannot
hold with that. I admit that where gangs
of men were once working, but machinery
has come into use, fewer men are engaged-—
that is, as a result of science as applied to
industry—but as science is applied to
industry so is the standard of living of
mankind increased, and we gradually reach
a higher plane of living conditions. We
have only to cast out eyes to the conditions
which exist in other States in the world.
The GCGovernment here refer to a better
standard of living as a result of Labour
administration, but that is not so. The
wreater the conveniences that people demand,
the more work for labour engaged in the
manufacture - of those  articles, and the
worker is getting the money all the time.
As we can secure the assistance of machinery
so we desire increased facilities, and so
we create greater avenues of employment
as we go along, and the worker is getfing
the benefit all the time. After nine or ten
years of Labour government we find more
unemplogment. The unfulfilment of their
promises only goes to show that past
‘Governments were further ahead in their
desire to do their best for all sections of the
community tkan the present Administration.

Hon. J. G. APPEL (4lbert): I was in the
Chamber yesterday when the hon. member
for Nanango was speaking, and I confess I
did not hear him refer in contemptuous terms

[My. Corser.
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to the man who carries his swag. In fact,
he referred to his own early troubles in life.
I am aware that it has come to the know-
ledge of the authorities that there is a cer-
tain number of men who are not really look-
ing for work but who go about the country,
calling at one police station after another
asd asking for relief. During my regime I
never gave any instructions that they were
not to be supplied. Apparently that policy
has been continued, and I do not think any
very serious objection has been made to i,
yet I have seen men going round drawing
these rations at police station after police
station. In one case two men had a remark-
ably good sulky with a good horse and good
camping outfit, but that was not in evidence
when they drew the rations. Presumably
they are sometimes referred to because it is
owing to such cases that frequently a man
who genuinely requires relief perhaps has to
go without. The hon. member for Towns-
ville spoke of the system under which men
were required to do a certain amount of
work for the rations given by the State. No
Governmént with which I was associated ever
made that request. For the information of
the hon. member let me say—this is where
hon. members who are new to this Chamber
ofttimes make a misstatement of the case—I
do not say wilfully—that under a previous
Administfation, which was a composite one,
including certain Liberal members and sup-
ported by a very large majority amongst
whom were members of the Labour party,
the Home Secretary required the men who
received that dole to go down to the Botanw
Gardens and do a certain amount of work.
Probably the Labour party of that time who
supported the Government, and the Home
Secretary, who was a member of that party,
thought it was quite a justifiable thing to do.
That is a matter of opinion. I do not propose
to criticise i, but for hon. members to con-
demn it and cast the whole onus on hon. mem-
hers on this side I think is not really the cor-
rect thing, when it was carried out and con-
tinued by a member of the Labour party who
occupied the position of Home Secretary. The
question of unemployment has been discussed
on this vote. We quite realise that under
the most prosperous condition of any country
there is bound to be a certain percentage—
smaller or greater—who will be unemployed. -
There are various reasons for that, but where
the affairs of the State are so adminis-
tered that progress and advancement are in
evidence unemployment is at its minimum.
During my time at the Home Department, I
think approximately - £5,000 a year covered
the whole of the requirements of the depart-
ment in that respect. I can assure hon.
members—and I think they, will give me
credit for this—that no one who required
assistance went without it. Another matter
has been raised in that connection, and
that is the giving of passes to the unem-
ployed to go to another State. I confess
I did it. When an unfortunate came to
me and made out a good case that he
was unable to obtain employment here
and- had friends in New South Wales or
elsewhere, and that if he got the pass to
there he would be able to find employment,
I did not hesitate to give him the pass.
do not adversely criticise the Home Secre-
tary who gives an unfortunate man who
cannot obtaln work in Queensland a pass to
go to another State where he has friends
and can obtain work. I think it is quite a
proper thing for him to do.
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Hon. M. J. Kmzwan: Has that not been
the general policy of the office?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: That has been the
policy. The policy of the office is that it
is there to assist—having due regard to all
the aspects of the case—anyone who is in an
unfortunate position. That was the policy of
the department when I came there. A certain
decision had been made by the hon. gentleman
who administered the affairs of the depart-
ment, and who was a member of the Labour
party, requiring a certain amount of work
tc be done by those obtaining relief. That
was his matter. He considered that it was
a proper thing and should be done. I have
nothing to say about that. I did not think
it was necessary to do that. The policy of
the department has been a generous one. If
it was broken or departed from by any hon.
member who occupied the position of adminis-
trator, whether a member of the Labour party
or this party, it would be disastrous and justly
condemned, because this department of all
others is one to which every hon. member
in this Chamber looks for assistance to be
given to those who require it, or whose neces-
sities demand it. I only regret that this
amount is so large, not because it is large,
but because it is required. As to the causes
of unemployment I would say that the able
speeches which were delivered in this Chamber
by the Premier and the Secretary for Public
Lands” gave fully and completely the causes
of unemployment. In their speeches they set
out those causes. It is unquestionably by
reason of excessive taxation that our industries
have been circumscribed and development and
progress in our industries have not taken
place. We could have no better evidence or
no more complete answer or reason for un-
employment than that which was contained
in the speeches delivered by the Premier and
the Secretary for Public Lands.

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt): No doubt the
hon. member for Albert by his remarks has
taken guite a lot of sting out of the remarks
made by the hon. member for Burnett and
other hon. members opposite. He has practi-
cally made what might be termed a Govern-
ment speech on this question. He has
agreed that unemployment is practically
certain under the present system of society,
and that, no matter how prosperous a nation
may be, unemployment will exist, and neces-
sarily it is the duty of the State to look after
those unfortunates who are affected possibly
through no fault of their own. The hon. mem-
ber for Burnett and other hon. members
opposite have taken up the attitude that
Jecause unemployment exists this Government
are responsible for it. I would refer them to
New South Wales. = There they have a
Nationalist party in power with practically
the same policy as that adopted by the Oppo-
sition in Queensland, yet we find unemploy-
ment to a greater extent in that State than
exists in Queensland to-day. We find further
that New South Wales unloads a great number
of its unemployed and unfortunates on to
Queensland, because of the fact that our
Government, recognising their duty to the
unfortunate citizens who are affected by the
system, give out relief, and as a consequence
the influx of unemployed from New South
Wales to other States 1s greatest in the case
of Queensland and makes the difficulty much
worse for Queensland. Although I may be
{ransgressing a little, I would like to refer
to the institution at Dunwich. The condi-
tions created by this Government for the aged
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individuals at Dunwich compared with those
obtaining in New South Wales really stamp
Dunwich as a paradise, with the resylt that
administrators find that where 1t is possible
for aged persons or those needing to go to
a home of that description to find their way
to Queensland they invariably do sc. I am
just using that argument by way of com-
parison.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan:
patients to our sanatoria.

Mr. FOLEY : If the Government of every
State in this Commonwealth were to recog-
nise their duty to those unfortunate people
who are affected by the system as we know
it to-day and gave some relief, no matter
how small it might be, we would find that
Queensland would not be affected to the same
extent as she is to-day, and the amount of
the vote which we are discussing to-day
would not be required.

I wish to get back to the question of
unemployment because it has a bearing on
this vote. The Government have endeav-
oured, and rightly so, to relieve the posi-
tion by passing what is known as the Unem-
ployed Workers Insurance Act. This_Act
gives the right to every worker to contribute
to a fund so that when, through no fault of
his own, he is thrown out of work, he shall
receive the money due to him under that Act.
The same systema is in operation in practi-
cally every country in the world. We find
it existing in such countries in Europe as
Denmark, Sweden, Germany, and Austria.
They each have a system of coping with the
unemployment problem, which is really the
cause of this vote. Why are hon. members
on the opposite side of the Chamber endeav-
ouring to place the blame for the existence
of unemployment in Queensland to-day on
the party to which 1 belong? Their conten-
tion is ridiculous. Any student of economics
knows that so long as the capitalistic system
exists as we know it to-day and so long as
there is production for profit instead of for
use, we shall have unemployment, and it
will be necessary for this Government to vote
money for its relief, as it is required, no
matter how large the vote may be.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): The contribu-
tion of the hon. member for Burnett to the
solution of the unemployment problem was
mainly an attack on the Government for not
having carried out the whole of the Labour
programme in the few minutes or few hours,
comparatively speaking, that they have been
in power. The reasons for the existence of
unemployment in Queensland are natural,
particularly when it is borne in mind that
all our primary production gives employ-
ment which 1s mostly seasonal. The
intelligence of the hon. member has not
been sufficiently brought to bear on that
point. The conditions which produce unem-
ployment are a matter quite outside of this
State and are really ones for the Common-
wealth Government to solve once and for
all. Some of the unemployment in Queens-
land is owing to sabotage by capital.
For instance, selectors must crutch and jet

They also sent

in season, and, if they do not work on their

flocks, some of the best men herding sheep
fall down. Some of the wealthy pastoral
companies in good seasons employ less labour
than in bad seasons. On at least one of
the stations out in the Warrego there has
been no attempt to crutch and jet the sheep
this season, the idea being that it is cheaper

Mr. Bedford.]
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in a time of plenty to take the loss rather
than employ labour to obviate the loss.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: Is that really so when
wool is the price it is to-day?

Mr. BEDFORD: Yes. Further, there was
one act of gross sabotage last year. It was
in the refusal by the owners to skin or permit
to be skinned, even though they were offered
a fair price for the dead sheep, 800 sheep
which died near Quilpie. Those sheep must
have been worth 7s. or 8s. in wool. Then
again another factor in the unemployment
problem is the fact that shearing contractors
in the South bring shearers to my electorate
to do their work. After their work is com-
pleted, they take their cheques and the first
train back to New South Wales. Under the
Commonwealth agreement there is no power
to interfere in such -cases. Therefore the
only possible scheme to alleviate unemploy-
ment is to see that neither this State nor
any other State provides work for the people
oversea. Primary industries are seasonal,
and it stands to reason that the only pos51ble

way of wiping out unemployment absolutely
is to foster secondary industries by prevent-
ing one article coming into this country
which can be manufactured here. That would
mean wiping out preference to Great Britain
or any other country. It might also mean in
bad times—and this country is still feeling

. the results of the war—that this action would

have to be supplemented by the prevention
of the importation of certain articles of
luxury which are not necessary. The duty
of wiping out unemployment comes only
within the ambit of one authority, and that
is the Commonwealth Parliament. Its duty
is to consider not Britain or any other coun-
try, but to wipe out preference tariffs to
Britain or any other country in order that
every article that can be manufactured is
manufactured and every stroke of wark that
can be done in this country is so done. I am
quite sure that the vote for the distribution
of relief of unemployment will decrease if
we consider Australia only in the matier of
industry arising from production.

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbane): I do
not wish to allow the opportunity to go by
without making some reference to the allega-
tion made in the New South Wales Parlia-
ment by a responsible Minister that the
Government in this State have been dump-
ing the unemployed on to New South Wales,
Realising my responsibility as a Minister I
am prepared to make this definite and clear
statement: The Government are quite pre-
pared to bill New South Wales, Victoria,
and the other States for what they are doing
for their unemployed and allow those Govern-
ments to do likewise to this Government. I
am prepared to say that, if this is agreed to,
Queensland will not have to send a cheque
to the other States, but that a cheque—and
a pretty big one, ‘soo—will be received by
us from them. I know as a private member
from my own personal experience, and hon.
members on both sides of the Chamber also
know, that people come to Queensland from
the other States to enter our sanatoria.

Mr. Kgrr: I suppose that is on account
of our climatic conditions.

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: Why then should
there be all this talk of putting our unem-
ployed on to the New South Wales Govern-
ment when the other States are sending
their unfortunate and afflicted people to
Queensland ?

Mr. Corser: Are they?

[My. Bedford.
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Hox. M. J. KIRWAN: The Home Secre-
tary, as a sympathetic administrator, has
never turned an unfortunate %Sufferer from
consumption away if he can get relief in the
sanatorium at Dalby. I knew a young man
who came from New South Wales suffering
from rheumatism in its first stage. He had.
been strongly advised to get to Muckadilla,
if possible, and told that if he did so he
would undoubtedly be cured. If the disease
had been allowed to develop he might have
been a cripple for life. Hon. members know
that rheumatism is an uncomfortable com-
plaint and is the cause of considerable
suffering. 1 approached the Home Secre-
tary in reference to this man, told him that
he was prepared with the money that he
possessed to pay his board if he only got
a railway pass. The Minister kindly enough
gave him a pass. Some time afterwards this
young man called on me at Parliament House
to express his gratitude. It was quite a
pleasure to see the difference in his physical
condition, and to know that he was able
to go out into the world and earn his liveli-
hood. I am quite sure that any other Home
Secretary would have acted in a like manner.
Other men have come to this State in the
hope of obtaining relief from certain com-
plaints and have received sympathetic con-
sideration.  Frequently applications are
received from men who have travelled frome
other States to be admitted to Dunwich.
Very often those men have only been two or
three weeks in the State when they made
their application.

I have just been informed by the gentle-
man .in charge of the Relief Department
that only this morning he was approached
for assistance by a new arrival from Ade-
laide. We know that whether the Home
Secretary, the Assistant IHome Secretary,
the Under Secretary, or other responsible
officer of the department, is concerned these
cases are considered on their merits.

I wish to give the facts particularly regard-
ing the individual whose case was specifi-
cally mentioned in New South Wales, and
whose case was taken—unfairly I say-bv
the Southern Minister as an evidence in
support of his attempt to lead the people
of New South Wales to believe that the
Queensland Government were unloading

their unemployed on New South
[11.30 a.m.] Wales. I shall not give the

name of the vperson publicly
but it may be obtained by any hon. member
privately. This person was in Brishane
for some considerable time—about two or
three years. He followed the calling of a
bookseller’s assistant, and refused point
blank, to look for work in any other
direction than as a bookseller’s assistant.
There is not a large demand for such a
calling in Queensland, and the man was
unable to get work. He then secured the
intervention of a gentleman, who called at
the Home Office and explamed that, if this
man were able to get to Sydney he would
give an assurance that he could get employ-
ment there. This assurance was taken by
the Home Secretary, and it was agreed to
give the man the necessary pass to New
South Wales. 1 think the hon. member for
Albert, the ex Home Secretary, will admit.
that in taking that action this Government
merely showed a continuance of the hon.
gentleman’s policy.

Hon. J. G. AppeL: Hear, hear!
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Hox. M. J. KIRWAN : There was another
case where a woman with a young family
made representations to the Home Secre-
tary’s Department to the effect that her
husband was in Sydney working, but, owing
to shortage of funds, he was unable to pay
the fare of the family to Svdney. She
appealed for assiztance. ~What ocould be
more right than for the Home Secretary’s
Department, after satisfying themselves as to
the correctness of the facts, to issue a pass
to enable that woman and her family to
rejoin her husband?  We merely enabled
them to be re-united and live together again,
and enabled the woman to have the care
and protection of her husband.

Hon. J. G. AppEL: Quite correct, too.

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN: It is only in_cases
like that that assistance is given. I can
assure hon. members that the Home Depart-
ment—whether the Minister himself is con-
cerned, the Under Secretary, Mr. Gall, or
Mr. Chuter, or any other officer chosen to
investigate the matter—do not like to issue
passes. They are issaed only after the full-
est inquiries have been made and the de-
partment are satisfied that everything is
correct. When they do issue the passes they
are only doing a right and fair thing, and
have in many instances assisted unfortunate
and deserving people.

As I indicated in my opening remarks, the
Home Department arve quite prepared to
open up an account and charge up to the
other States the keep of their sick and unfor-
tunate who happen to be in this State. In
turn we would allow them to charge us
with similar disbursements. 1 am quite
satisfied that I know which office would
receive the cheque at the end of the financial
year.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): 1 raised this
question and I think we must all agree that
the hon. gentleman made a very frank state-
ment with regard to the matter.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. KERR: Why was it, when the state-
ment was made by a responsible Minister in
New South Wales, that the Queensland Go-
vernment saw fit to publish a denial of the
oc%urren]ce? That fact requires investigation
and exnlanation

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: Who denied it?

Mr. XERR: It was denied in the daily
Press.

Hon, M. J. Kmrwan: I would like the
hon. member to quote that statement and
not to make wild statements, as he did the
other day with regard to adulterated milk.

Mr. KERR: The Secrctary for Public
Works published his denial in the daily
Press, yet to-day the Assistant Home Secre-
tary acknowledges frankly that the state-
ments made by the New South Wales
Minister were correct.

. Hon. M. J. Kmrwax: I acknowledge noth-
ing of the kind.

Mr. KERR : The hon. gentleman said that
an able-bodied man who would not look
for yvork other than in his particular calling
received a passage to New South Wales.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: I did not say that.
Do not misquote me.

Mr. KERR: I would not misquote the
hon. gentleman, Does the hon. gentleman
now deny that the man received a pass to
New South Wales?

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: No.
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Mr. KERR: Well, that is the position.
1 will not be browbeaten in the matter.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: And I will not be
misrepresented by you.

Mr. KERR: I have not misrepresented
the hon. member. That man was an able-
bodied man and he would not look for work
in this State except in his particular occupa-
tion. He desired a pass to New South Wales
to enable him to seek work.

Mr. WINsTANIEY : Not to seek work. To
go to a job.

Mr. KERR: According to a further state-
rient by the New South Wales Minister that
man is unemployed and did mnot receive
employment when he reached New South
Wales. 1 say the time is ripe when we
should take exception to the Railway De-
partment having to carry the burden of these
passes.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: That is another mis-
statement. .

Mr. KERR: The Railway Department
have to carry the loss if the man went by
the railway. No money passes in any way.

Hon. M. J. Kmmwan: It did not.

Mr. KERR: The man might have gone
by boat.

Mr. FarrerL: Did the man not request a
pass?

Mr, KERR: Any man could make a
request for a pass. I say if that man were
in Queensland and would not work, he
should not receive a pass to New South
Wales.

Mr. Farpeipn: Does the hon. member
know that the man was suffering from
hernia when he received that pass?

Mr. KERR: I do not know that that has
anything to do with the question. Could
he not get rid of his hernia in Queensland
just as well as in New South Wales? 1 do
know that e would not look for work other
than in his own calling, and the Government
gave him a pass to New South Wales.

At 11.38 a.m.,

Mr. Grepson (Ipswich), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair. .

Mr. KERR: The New South Wales
Minister made a statement and it was

denied by the Secretary for Public Works.
Was that denial justified? This morning
the Assistant Home Secretary verified the
remarks of the Minister in New South Wales
and 1 think it is only right that we should
voice our condemnation of such a system.

Mr. Famreri: You are kicking up a fuss
over nothing.

Mr. KERR: This is the right place to
kick up a fuss. The question of the various
institutions is outside the issue altogether.
We know that people from all over Australia
come to our beautiful climate and they are
ontitled to do so. In cases where they may
have a disease or some illness necessitating
some other climate it may be justifiable to
issue a pass, 'The same thing 1s applicable
where Queenslanders require to go to a
cold climate such as Tasmania. However,
that is a side issue.

Then we have another example of an able-
bodied man who was working in New South
Wales. His family happened to be in
Queensiand and applied for a pass to join

Mr. Kerr.]
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him. That pass was given. I do not think
that a justifiable charge on our revenue.

Hon. M. J. Kmrwan: You are pretty hard
to please.

Mr. KERR : It is not a question of pleas-
ing me. If this were made a general prin-
ciple, the Government would be spending
thousands of pounds and hundreds of people
would be only too willing to take advantage
of the privilege.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): I want to make
my position quite clear in regard to the
relief question. There is no doubt that this
expenditure is being very carefully scrutinised
everywhere in Queensland to-day. I believe
that, so far as it is humanly possible, very
little is allowed to get through that is not
justified. I know that in those places in
which I have personal experience the police
controlling this vote are very, very careful
to see, in so far as they possibly can see,
that relief is only granted in bona fide cases.

"More than that, I think cannot be done by
anyone.

I have no wish to transgress the Standing
Orders, but I would like to refer in passing
to the fact that the vote for outdoor relief
would be very much greater than it is were
it not for the Country Women’s Association
and the good work they perform in assisting
recessitous cases in this connection,

Oprosrrioy MEuMBeRs : Hear, hear!

Mr. EpwWiRDS: You would not allow me
1o say that yesterday. (Laughter.)

Mr. POLLOCK: As I said, I have no
desire to transgress the Standing Orders and
I am merely doing what I permitted every
.other hon. member to do yesterday when I
occupied the chair—that is, to deal with that
association in so far as it relates to the par-
ticular vote under discussion. (Hear, hear!)
This association in Winton not long ago gave
several amounts extending from £10 upwards
to families in very necessitous circumstances.
In some instances these families had had
their bread-winners taken from them, and
the association was able by that means to
save this department a similar outlay, if not
a greater outlay, and for that reason the
thanks of the State are due to these women,
who in many cases have gone out of their
way to assist people who deservedly need
relief. While it is not permissible to discuss
their politics, if they have any, anybody
who does anything in the shape of assisting
those who are down and out deserves the
commendation of the community, and I dis-
agree entirely with those who say this body
has not its uses. It has its uses, and in the
Western districts it is proving a very very
useful body in the matter of saving the
giving of relief by the State. Of course they
can handle these matters in a very much
better manner than the average policeman
or State official can handle them, particu-
lerly when it comes to dealing with women
who require relief. (Hear, hear!) There is
nc doubt they can do very much more, and
i a very much more satisfactory way to the
vecipient of relief. After all, the average
woman, who perhaps has lost her husband
and is left with a large family, does not like
to go along to the police station looking for
relief. Most people consider it degrading.
1 remember many years ago, through no
fault of my own, 1 had to go and get relief,
and I can assure hon. members that I did
not appreciate it at all.

Mr. CorsEr: Was that in the time of the
Tory Government? .

My, Kerr.
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Mr. POLLOCK : Yes. (Laughter.) I must
say the treatment was very different then to
what it is now. The rations then were,
“Ten, two, and a-quarter.”

My. Corser: It went further then.

Mr. POLLOCK: As a matter of fact it
did not go any further. A I Ib. of sugar and
2 oz. of tea did not go any further in those
days than it goes to-day.

Myr. CorsER: You are cutting it down.

Mr. POLLOCK : I can assure hon. mem-
bors that those were the rations given in
those days. I rcecived them, and I have a
very fair idea of what they were. No one
desires to go for relief if it is possible to
avoid it, and it is only those who are chronic
“out of works’ and ‘won’t works”’—who
Lave no feeling of honour at all—who will
go along for relief unless it is absolutely
necessary. As I say, women find it very
difficult to approach the officer in charge of
police in the search of relief. It is much
caster to ‘go to a body such as the Country
Women’s Association, for they then have to
deal with their own sex, and I say they have
received sympathetic treatment from the
members of that association, and I hope they
will continue their operations, and that the
Government will give them every credit for
what they are doing. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I was very
pleased to hear the remarks of the Chairman
of Committees, the hon. member for Gre-
gory, with regard to the Country Women's
Association, particularly after the attack
that was made on that association in the
Committee yesterday. The hon. member, I
take'it, spoke with an inside knowledge of
the work that that association is doing.
Immediately that association becomes poli-
tical—I hope it will not—then its sphere of
usefulness will be absolutely gone, but so
long as it continues its present programme
and carries out the ideas placed befors the
country women of Queensland, then it will be
of very great benefit to country women
throughout Queensland. As I said yester-
day the women in our outback areas are
thoroughly deserving of the very best that
we can give them as a State.

There should be some different system in
operation as between the States in the matter
of passes issued to certain individuals. If a
man can come along to the Home Depart-
ment, as we have been told by the Assistant
Home Secretary this morning, and can con-
vince those in charge of that department
that he has a position to go to In a neigh-
bouring State, then that State should pay his
fare. That is the view I hold in regard to
that. When a man comes along and puts the
position before the department, such as was
put by the Assistant Home Secretary this
morning, I do not think that this State
should be called upon to pay the expense of
removing him out of the State. I suppose
it would be difficult to apply a very hard and
fast rule in regard to the matter. There has
to be a considerable amount of sympathetie
administration in connection with that
department, and there is no doubt that occa-
sions will arise when the department will be
misled even after it has made most careful
inquiries into the case brought before them.

Hon. M. J. KirwaN: Hear, hear! Hon.
members are taken down every week.

Mr, TAYLOR : Exactly. I can fully bear
out what has been said this morning that the
most careful inquirics apparently are made
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by the police before outdoor relief is granted.
Quite a pumber of us know that because
people come to us and ask us to go to the
department with regard to their particular
cases. My experience is that they only tell
you really about a quarter of what they
should tell you, and when we go to the
department and inquire as to what has
been done and the officials turn up the
records, we find that a lot more information
should have been given to us by the indi-

viduals applying for relief before we
approached the department at all. The
police evidently make the most careful

inquiry. I have had occasion to go to the
depariment in regard to quite a number of
cases—and in not one single instance have
I been able to find that the information which
has heen supplied by the police to the
department can be upset in one single
degree. It is borne out entirely by the
persons themselves when you come to question
them. I think, therefore, that every care
is exercised in that direction.

I was rather surprised to hear certain
remarks made in connection with this vote by
the hon, member for Kennedy, who said
that under the present capitalistic system
as he called it—unemployment would always
exist. Prcbably a certain amount of unem-
ployment  will exist, but under an
Administration such as we have got now
we have ahsolute proof of its existence, and
it is likely to continue to exist for quite a
long time. The hon. member made the
remarkable statement that inventions and
machinery of various kinds create unemploy-
ment. I cannot follow the hon. member’s line
of argument at all in that matter. I might
mention one industry in connection with that
matter—for instance, motor cars. Unfortu-
mnately they are not made in Australia. Can
anyone say that because the building of
buggies and sulkies practically has gone out
of existence there are less men employed in
industry to-day? There has simply been a
transference of men engaged in building
sullkies and that kind of thing to the motor
industry, which has gone ahead by leaps and
bounds. Hundreds and probably thousands
of people to-day are running motor cars who
previously had no buggy or sulkv. A
considerable amount of revenue is coming
to the Commonwealth Government on account
of the duties in connection with motor cars,
and a considerable sum comes to this Govern-
ment to enable them to carry out their main
roads policy, in the shape of the tax imposed
on mofor cars, which did not exist previously.
All these factors have to be taken into
consideration, if you intend to offer any
kind of intelligent criticism.

I was rather surprised at the remarks of
the hon. member for Townsville when he said
that to ask a man to do a certain amount of
work for a certain amount of pay was degrad-
ing and debasing. I always thought work was
honest and honourable. We hear a lot about
honest toil. As the Chairman of Committees
pointed out, the true worker does not like to
ask for doles—he would rather be given a
job. There is nothing more pathetic in our
civilisation to-day than that an able-bodied
man with dependants should be out of
employment. The greatest possible effort
should be made by the Government to create
employment as far as they possibly can. We
‘have an Unemployed Workers Insurance Act
in operation in Queensland, which no doubt
thas conferred a great benefit on quite a
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number of people, but I consider that in a
magnificent State like Queensland, with its
huge undeveloped resources, it is & slur upon
us as Queenslanders that it should have been
necessary to pass such a measure.

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango): I want to
flatly contradict a statement which I under-
stand was made by the hon. member for
Townsville, to the effect that I had made
an insinuation, or a definite statement,
against the unemployed or the workers.
When 1 was speaking yesterday, I stated
definitely that there was in the State of
Queensland a percentage of what we can
safely term professional swagmen, and I
suggested to the Home Secretary that every
effort should be made to see that these
professional swagmen earned the rations thas
they got from the State. That is the state-
ment [ made, and I made it absolutely clear
that, in my opinion, it should be the duty of
any Government, as the hon. member for
Windsor stated, at all times to see that, as
far as possible, work is given to the man who
is willing to accept it. I think that a
Government should assist the unemployed #e
find work, but to assist men to carry their
swags abcut the State asking for rations is
simply degrading to the men. The Govern-
ment should see that no able-bodied men,
particalarly in a State with the resounrces of
Queensland, should be out of work. There is
no occasion for them to be out of work.
There is work for everyone who is willing
to do it.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : T hope
the hon., member will confine his remarks to
the vote for ¢ Qutdoor Relief” which is
before the Committee.

Mr. EDWARDS: Work should be given
to the unemployed, and if work cannot be
found for them they should be provided with
focd.

T was pleased to hear the statement made
by the hon. member for Gregory that the
country districts associations, such as the
Countrv Women’s Association, should be
essisted in every wayv possible. The subject
of the vote we are diseussing this morning
i= the very thing that this association is
giving attention to in the country districts.
They have been largely responsible for a
ereat deal less money being required for
relief during the last financial year. 1In
many districts they have not ounly assisted in
the feeding of children, but have also seen
that the ckildren were clothed. I congratu-
late the hon. member on the statement he
has made about the assistance which the
Country Women’s Association so willingly
give to the needy people in Queensland. I
think that every encouragement should be
given to the association in their work.

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood): The hon.
member for Nanango gave credit to the
Country Women’s Association for the manner
in which they have assisted those who are in
need in the country. Every Government
which has been in power in Queensland since
the inauguration of self-government has
cndeavoured, as far as its lights would
permit it, to help those who were in need.
While I commend the Country Women's
Association for their attitude towards
those who are in need in the country,
1 want to point out that there is an avenue
by which necessitous people may get relief,
particularly those who have been left
widowed when the breadwinner has gone.

Mr. W. Cooper.]
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The State Children Department provide a
certain amount of relief to these unfortunate
people. It has been stated that it is neces-
sary for a strict supervision to be exercised
m regard to the money expended in this
direction, and I think that the Government
have endeavoured to see that no one imposes
on the State by receiving relief to which
they are not justly entitled. We know from
experience that the human race is prone to
look upon everyone with suspicion. We find
that disabilities have been placed upon men
who have made application for relief. A
vest number of questions are being asked.
We know that they are mostly honest men
who apply for relief, and that they would not
do so except through necessity. As the hon.
member for Nanango said, it is almost a
matter of impossibility to find work for all.
I have never met a man who has applied
for relief—and I have had a great deal of
experience in regard to men applying for
relief—who has not been willing to do a
certain amount of work in return for the
food or other requisites given. As a case
in point, a man came along and asked me
whether I could give him work. I said,
“ Yes, come along, I have a wagon-load of
wood. If you will eut that wood up, I will
pay you for it. That is practically what you
ask.” He went to work and cut up the
wagon-load of wood, and it took him four
and a-half hours. When he came to me [
said, ‘‘ Well, vou have finished
[12 noon] your job?” ¢ Ves’ he said. I
~ asked him what he wanted, and
he said, “I want 4s. 6d.” The rate of pay
fixed by the Arbitration Court is infinitely
more than ls. an hour, and I told him and T
gave him 100 per cent. more than he asked.
1 mention this to show that all men who carry
their swags are not bad, and that one act of
kindness may lead a man into some better
position; and I am sorry that hon. members
ir: this Chamber have endeavoured to belittle
the efforts of the Government to carry out
the humanitarian policy which they have
adopted for so many years. I remember
very vividly what happened under previous
Governments, particularly at the time of the
bank crisis in 1893, when hundreds of men
in New South Wales and Queensland and
every other State were cast out on to the
streets. Bank managers were even compelled
to go out as navvies on the road. The
Government erected soup kitchens in the
streets, causing them to be exposed to the
public view and practically making paupers
of them. Our system to-day is infinitely
better than it was in the good old Tory
days when every man was considered to be
fair prey for an employer. The Govern-
ment have done a lot more towards relieving
the distress of the poor and unemployed than
was ever attempted before in Australia; and
we must go on.

I agree with the hon. member for Windsor
that secondary industries are of the utmost
importance. If we could establish secondary
industries in Queensland, it would not be
very long before we would solve the unem-
ployment problem. We could reduce the
number of unemployed in Queensland by at
least 75 per cent.—I am not sanguine endugh

t say that we could supply work for every-
body. The casual employment of men in the
sugar and other industries causes some of

them to be thrown out of work at different
times, whereas, if they had any say i it,
they would be employed all the vear round.
A man is born on to this earth with every

[Mr. W. Cooper.
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right that any other man possesses—I ame
not going to say that he is born equal with
every other man—and, if men are thrown:
out of employment, then that is the fault of
the capitalistic system which we enjoy—that
is, if we do enjoy it. For my part, I do not.

Mr. Braxp: It is the fault of the
Government.

Mr. W. COOPER : The unfortunate thing
is that the hon. member did not happen to
be a member of a Government party in the
past, and, judging from his remarks, I do
not think that he knows anything at all

about this Government’s system for the
relief of the unemployed. We have to deal
with unemployment in the way which

appears to us to be best, and the Govern-
ment have established an unemployment
insurance scheme which has relieved many
men. I hope to see it go on. It is the most
equitable system 1 can see just at present;
but we have to advance, and we may in the
near future provide some scheme under which
we shall have no unemployment. No hon.
member can tell me that every man is bad.
Kvery man who carries his swag is not bad.
I have known men who have carried their
swag reach the highest rungs of the ladder,
not only in the professions but in politics.
ag well. If we are going to be a great
nation, we have to carry out the dictates of
Christianity, and, unless we do that, then
the prayer which the Speaker reads every
morning is hypocrisy. 1 hope that hon.
members opposite will realise that they are
men, and that they have many friends:
amongst the people of Queensland whose
srelfare is in their keeping; and I hope that
this great State will provide, so far as is
possible, relief for every unfortunate man
who cannot find employment.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): All along the
Opposition have done all in their power to
point out to the Government the necessity
for taking the action which the hon. member
who has just sat down claims that they have
not taken. Right along we have tried to-
bring home to the Government the necessity
for realising the condition of things. Hon.
reembers opposite have stood up in their
places and quoted the amount of this vote
without knowing that a considerable amount
was also being provided for unemployment
on page 111 of the Estimates, under the
Unemployment Insurance Office, which with
this vote makes a total of over £200,000,
instead of the £28,000 which they thought
was sufficient, and which they used in their
comparison of this Administration with
previous Governments.

The hon. member for Roscwood talks about
the Christian spirit. It is the Opposition
‘who have endeavoured right along to show
the Christian spirit—{Government laughter)
—who have by their criticism sheeted home
to the Government the necessity for making
adequate provision for the unemployed; and
now the hon., member for Rosewood has.
made an apology on their behalf to this
Committee by asking the Opposition to do
what they can to help the Government to:
provide that assistance which is the due of
all the unemployed.

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell): To me there is
nothing more deplorable than to see an able-
bodied man roaming about and seeking work
and unabie to get it. There is nothing in
creation more caleulated to degrade a man
than that. I agree that everything should
be done to solve this vexed question of unem-
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vloyment. The unfortunate thing—and I
suppose it applies to other States in Aus-
tralia as well—is that our industries are in
many cases only seasonal. Take the shearing
and sugar industries or railway construction
work, which is all temporary work. A man
gets work at one or the other, and is
employed fer a time, and then he is turned
out into the wilderness, so to speak, looking
for work. The hon. member for Warrego hit
the nail right on the head when speaking
ol a quuth;l of the unemployment problem.
‘That is a matter to which I have given a good
deal of thought. There is only one Parlia-
ment in Ausuaha to deal with this question,
and that is the Federal Parliament. TUntil
we can have the secondary industries started
in Australia, and started in such a way as
will give permanent employment to a large
number of men and women, I do not know
how we are going to elve the unemployment
question. As a practxcal Australian who has
travelled about Australia in a practical way,
it has appeared to me for a number of years
that a country like Australia, which is teem-
ing with national resources, offers oppor-
tunitics in advance of other countries of the
world in establishing secondary industries.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
T ask the hon. gentleman to connect his
remarks with the vote.

Mr. PAYNE: I was only dealing with the
question that was raised.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. PAYNE: The only way that we can
avoid unemplorment in Queensland is to
start those secondary industries, and the only
way to do that is to have a national Govern-
ment in power which will bring in a protec-
tive tariff.

Mr. Krso:

Mr. PAYNE: Ne; a national Govern-
ment—an  Australian  Government. This
question should agitate the minds of all hon.
members., The hon. member for Warrego
hit the nail on the head when he said the
only way to solve the question was to start
secondary industries.

Mr. ErpainsToXE: That is exactly what we
have preached for years.

Mr. PAYNE: Until we have a Parliament
to do what T have suggested we shall always
have unemployment.

Mr. FLPHINSTONE:
Prriiament :
prise.

Myr. PAYNE: I believe that there would
be no unemployment in Aus’maha if
secondary industries were established in the
way that they should be. I believe that
millions of pounds would come to this
country to start secondary industries if there
were a Government in the national Parlia-
ment to give them protection and enable
them to start. That is the only way to solve
the unempleyment question. Some people
might say that we would be doing an injus-
tice to the motherland by creating unem-
ployment ithere. Let the people in  the
motherland come out here—we want them
here. Let us create a new Hngland here.
With our wonderful resources we could carry
millions and millions of people if the right
policy were adopted. 1 agree with the hon.
member for Warrego that the only way to
permanently solve the unemployment ques-
tion is to have a national Government in

A Nationalist Government ?

It is not a matter for
it is a matter for private enter-
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power in the Federal Parliament which
would give protection to capital coming here
to start secondary industries.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Does the hon. gentle-
man say that there is no protection now?

At 12,13 p.m.,

The CuatrvAN resumed the chair.

Mr. DREACON (Cunningham): 1 have
listened to the remarks of hon. members
opposite.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon,

gentleman has exhausted the time allowed
him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. KELSO (Nundah): It is most interest-
ing to hear the remarks of the hon. member
for Mitchell that the Labour Government are
now beginning to see that what has been
suggested for years from this side should have
been adopted.

Mr. Pavyne: I have been here for fwenty
vears and I have not heard it suggested from
the Opposition.

Mr. EDWARDS :

KELSO: It was rather refreshing to
see the statement in the paper this morning
that the future policy of the Government,
according to the Secretary for Agriculture, in
the South, was to be no State enterprises.

Why do you not listen?

Mr. FsRRerL: That is the ¢ Courier”
report.
Mr. KELSO: I think the report coming

from Melbourne will be found to be correct.
I do not know if, when the Secrctary for
Agriculture arrives back and gets hauled over
the coals by caucus, he will reverse what he
has said. The Smletaly for Mines comes back
from the old land with fresh ideas. The very
frst thing he said on arrival in Australia
was that there was nothing that impressed
him more than the fact that we must have
secondary industries if Australia was to be
populated and go ahead.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: That is not new.-
T have heard him saying that for years.

Mr. KELSO: Evidently the policy adopted
by the Government has not given sufficient
protection to encourage capital to come here.
The hon. member for Mitchell says that we
must have secondary industries, and he cannot
understand why we hsve not got secondary
industries. Hon. members on this side have
contended that the very finest thing that could
happen for the farmers would be to have a
large number of men emploved in secondary
industries consuming the farmers’ products.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T ask the hon.
gentleman to connect his remarks with the
vote.

Mr. KELSO: T am tlvmg to connect them
in this way: If we had a large number of
secondary industries to absorb the pcople in
remunerative employment, there would not
be very much necessity for money for outdoor
relief.

Mr. WiINSTANLEY : They have uncmployed
where ther have secondary industries.

Mr. KELSO: Hon. members opposite if
they are honest must admit that the reason
why we have no secondary industries in
Quecnsland is because taxation drives away
the man with capital.

Mr. Payne: I have sworn evidence fo the
contrary.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman may
have sworn evidence to the contrary. At the
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present time I know of a friend who has
admitted to me that he received a very con-
sidevable income, and he spreads that capital
over the States of Australia, the majority of
it being invested in Victoria. Why? It is
only human nature te invest money where one
has to pay the least amount of taxation.

The CHATRMANXN : Order! I have allowed
the hon. gentleman a considerable amount of
latitude.

Mr. KELSO: Following the remarks of the
hon. member for Mitchell T want to point out
that if secondary industries were established,
there would be very little unemployment, and,
therefore. verv little need for outdoor relief.
It would be an ideal State if every man in the
community who wanted work could get work.
We know. unfortunately—I agree with the
hon. member for Mitchell—that one of the
most pathetic things in the world is to have
able-bodied men lookin ng for work and unable
to procure it. The policy adopted by the
Government up to the present has driven
capital away, and there has been no chance
of encouraging the establishment of secondary
industries here. Queensland grows the very
best wool in the Commonwealth. Look at the
prices that are being realised. We have the
vessels taking the wool away from Queens-
1. and taking it down to Victoria to be
worked up into manufactured articles, and
those goods are then brought back to Queens-
land. The men who ought to be here develop-
ing cur State are employed down South.

Mr. FARRELL: The Prime Minister sold the
woollen mills owned by the Commonwealth,
and blankets have gone up since then.

My, PayNe: Taxation is very high in Great
Britain.

Mr. KELSO: I am not talking about Great
Britain: I am talking about Australia. It is
a very fair argument to compare the condi-
tions obtaining in Queensland with those
obtaining down South, and statisties show dis-
tinetly that the taxation paid in Victoria is
only half of what is paid here.

Ar. FARRELL : On what salaries?

Mr. KEL3G: The people will not invest
their money in secondary industries here, when
they can obtain a considerably bigger return
on their capital in Victoria. The same thing
applies to a lesser extent in New South Wales.

Have hon. members opposite or the Govern-
ment ever given any encouragement to immi-
gration during the last nine years? They
know pﬂlfectlv well that it does not suit their
book to have immigrants coming here.

Mr. BrucE: To relieve the unemployment
in Great Britain?

Mr. KELSO: If the Government went in
for an active scheme of Immigration, they
would lose the control that they now exercise.
How is it that at the present time Canada is
getting three timss the number of people to
go there than come to Australia?

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I would remind
the hon. member that he is getting a long
way away from the vote under discussion.

Mr. KELSO: I do not want to disagree
with you, Mr. Pollock, but it is a fair
argument to point out the reason why the
amount of outdoor relief is so large, and to
suggest a method by which that amount can
be reduced.

Mr. FarrErn: Your only suggestion to
reduce it is to adopt a system of immigra-
tion.

[Mr. Kelso.
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Mr. KELSO: Hon. members on the
opposite side of the Chamber are annoyed
because I am putting up an argument which
they do not like. It is very easy to discern
when they do not care about an argument,
because they immediately squeal. We have
the example of the United States of America,
who for fifty years was willing to take
immigrants from anywhere in order to build
up her population.

Mr. Bruce: They have now found out the
results of that policy, and have shut their
doors to immigration.

Hon. M. J. KirwaN: You try and enter
America now and see the result.

Mr. KELSO: The facts are that America
for fifty years was prepared to take any
person who liked to go there. They wanted
to fill up their emptv spaces, and it is most
peculiar that even the polyglot races have
turned out splendid citizens there,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I was not
present when the hon. member for Mitchell
was speaking.

Mr. XELSO: I can see, Mr. Chairman,
that you do not like my algument and 1
do not want to go against your ruling. I
felt that it was only my duty to reply to
the hon. member for Mitchell, whe
apparently wanted to know certain things.
You allowed him to discuss this matter.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! I

ask the hon, member to resume his seat.

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): It seems
to me that hon. members on the opposite
side of the Chamber have lost sight of the
fact that relief is for indigent persons. In
all the arguments—or rather wanderings—
that they have advanced I have not heard
from them of any country in the world where
there are no indigent persons. It is useless
to attempts to make comparisons between
various countries and this State in order
to point out that conditions are better some-
where else. It is absolutely futile for the
hon. member for Nundah to say that the
CUVDLLAUJLLLU IJGAVU UUIJU llublllllg lUl llllllllglda-
tion. It does not solve the relief question,
nor is there any moral in it.

Mr. Kerso: Unfortunately you did not
hear my argument.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The facts are that,
while the Government may have done nothing
to encourage immigration, the figures of the
Commonwealth Statistician show that their
work has been so effective that it bas
attracted more people to this State in the
last few years than any other State in the
Commonwealth.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Relief does not enter
into the question of immigration. I defy
any hon. member to point to any country,
no matter if the greatest autocratic or the
highest form of socialistic government pre-
vails there, where it has been found that
relief is not necessary? It is useless for
hon. members opposite to say that there is
some form of government under which relief
15 not necessary.. HKven under the highest
form of socialistic government rvelief will
be necessary for those people who have not
the capacity to look after themselves. In
every organised society there must be a
certain number of people like that. Unless
the philanthropists of these days are going
to smother the incompetents and inerts,

Hear, hear!
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they must still be fed. The State recognises
its. responsibility to those people who are
unable to look after themselves. It is the
bounden duty of the State to do that, no
matter whether it costs £100 or £10,000.
The amount of money paid for relief is
merely indicative of the necessity for relief.
A year or two ago we spent $£170,000 for
relief.  The same amount is not now being
spent because there is not the necessity for
it. Twenty or twenty-five years ago, or
when the hon. member for Albert was the
guardian angel of the Home Office, the
genius who distributed the relief handed
out to each person 2 oz. of sugar, 2 oz of
tea, and so many pounds of bread and meat,
but, owing to the advanced state of the
legislation of this Government, which has
increased the comforts of the people, it
has been found necessary to increase that
ration scale and give a better and bigger
supply. Consequently expenses have gone
up. It is useless for hon. members opposite
to try and blame the Government for that
fact. These ave things of which the Govern-
ment are proud. All the talk of establishing
secondary industries will not solve the ques-
tion. Secondary industries have not been
established in this State because the
capitalists are provided with a much better
return in the 6} per cent. free of incomse
tax bonds in addition to being saved the
anxiety and worry they would be subject to
if they had their money invested in
industries.

Mr. KrLs0o: Are not secondary industries
increasing in Victoria?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Statisticians in the
different States give different interpretations
of what secondary industries are. We do
not want this State to be a State of cheap
manufacturing lines. We do not want this
State to get down to the level of many of
the countries of the old world, which are
great manufacturing centres. We want this
State to be developed on better and higher
lines than that,

Mr. Kerso: How then are you going to
give employment to the people in the towns?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: This Government
I am sure will not employ them as they were
employed for many years past and make
physical wrecks of them. The idea that this
country cannot live and obviate the necessity
for relief without pulling things off a ship
and putting things on a ship,, and without
putting things in and pulling things out of
a factory is ridiculous.

Mr. Krrso: You would not be game to
tell the people of Ipswich that?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I can assure the
hon. member for Nundah that I have never
been afraid to express my opinions, and I
have mever, if he has, hid my light
under a bushel. Relief cannot be obviated
in that way. We must meet the exigencies
nf the situation no matter what we do, and
all the talk in the world will not remedy
the situation. The whole question is: Are
we doing enougk for those people who are
in need, and are we attempting to remedy
the position quicklr enough? I believe that
the officer in charge of the relief is doing
his work efficiently and sympathetically. I
only hope that he has always before him
the words, “He gives twice who gives
quickly.” I know that the work of the
department is performed in a satisfactory
manner, that the police are very careful in
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their inquiries, and appear to me to exercise
due care in giving where it is necessary to
give, and in withholding where 1t is their
duty to withhold.

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbane): 1 have
just a few words to say in closing the debate.
They are in the nature of supplementing
my previous remarks in replying to the
statements of the hon. member for Enoggera.
The hon. member, in attempting to reply to
my statements, endeavoured to create the
impression in Committee that the Seccretary
for Public Works had made an entirely dif-
ferent statement to the one that I made this
morning. That is incorrect. As a matter
of fact, the reference that was made by the
Sceretary for Public Works, in replying to
certain statements, was to an altogether
different case. 1 do not know that I
am justified in taking up a great deal of the
time of this Committee in replying to an
hon. member who stated that hydrometers,
cgg-noodles, vermin destroyers, and butter
preservatives had been found by the Go-
vernment Analyst in milk. (Laughter.)
Regarding the man who was given a pass to
Sydrey, as a matter of faet, his first appli-

cation was for a pass to England.
[12.30 p.m.] He spent no little time worrying

Mr. Gall, the Under Secretary,
for that pass. Eventually, on the represen-
tations of several prominent men of this
city, and on the distinct statement made by
him that he could find employment in Syd-
ney, he was given a pass.

I wish to add that the statement of the
hon. member for Enoggera, that the Rail-
way Department bears the cost of those
passes, is incorrect, The hon. member ought
to know, and I give him this information for
future use, that when any department issues
a pass, whether to an officer of the depart-
ment or in such a case as has beén quoted,
that particular department is responsible to
the Railway Department for the value of the
pass, whether it be 3s. or £3.

Generally speaking, the Relief Department
have not received eriticism of an unfavour-
able character. I think it will be admitted
by hon. members who know the officers in
charge of that department that, so far as the
regulations allow them, they carry out their
duties in a sympathetic manner. Generally
speaking, the officer in charge of the depart-
ment is a success, and has acted wisely in
the administration of his duties.

Question put and passed.

POLICE.
The ASSISTANT HOMIE SECRETARY
{Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I beg teo

move—
s

“ That £427,757 be granted for
¢ Pelice.” ”?
This vote Involves a mnet increase of
£4.539. For the information of hon. mem-

bers, I might peint out that the increase is
partly covered by fifteen extra constables,
mvolving £1.919, and by fen additional
recruits, £1,813. It is also partly absorbed
by increases to the members of the staff, and
by the usual classification increases.

Hon. J. G. APPEL (Albert): Before
entering into the vote in detail, I would like
to express my thanks and gratitude to the
members of the police force, to the Com-
missioner, officers, and rank and file of the
force for the invariable courtesy which they

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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have shown to me, not only when I was the
administrative head of the Home Secretary’s
Department, but as a private member.
Wherever I have been in Queensland they
have been invariably courteous, so much so
that I feel compelled to state publicly in
this Chamber that T thank them for it.

I think it will be admitted that this is one
oi the most important branches of the ser-
vices of the State. It is by means of our
police force that the protection and safety
of members of the community are assured.
I can =ay, after a considerable personal
acquaintance with the police forces of South
Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, and
Queensland, that no finer force exists than
that in the State of Queensiand. Members
stationed in our country districts have also
proved of material assistance to those settled
in such districts. 1 know, as one who
resided for a number of years on the Beech-
mont Plateau, where there is no police
station, that we all looked forward with
pleasure to the monthly patrol of one of the
police officers from the neighbouring police
stations. Those officers, from the head of
the station to the trooper, are men whose
advice is sought, and who are always willing
to give advice. It was a comfort to have
them with us.

That is the way in which we in the country
districts view the members of this great
force. Consequently, az I have already said.
this is possibly the most important branch
of the Queensland State services.

We all know that the police force have
exceptional duties to perform. They may
be  limited to an eight-hour day, but
whether that is so or not their services are
continuous. They are liable to be called
upon morning, noon, and night. I am proud
to be able to say that they are always will-
ing and rcady to respond to such calls.
Their rosponsibilities are great, beeause they
practically have the safety of the lives of
the community and the charge of our pro-
perty in their hands. Their own limbs and
lives are subject, as we kunow, to assault by
malefactors and evil-doers, and unquestion-
ably, since the abolition of the death
penalty, the risk to the lives of members
of the police force has become greatar.
Although T was one of those who did not
oppose the abolition of that penalty, I
realise to-day that, with that abolition, the
dangers to which the police force are sub-
jected are greater than heretofore.

Hon. M. J. X1mmwan: According to your
argumcnt there ought to be no crime in
Melbourne to-day?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Possibly that police
force was subjected to treatment similar to
that meted out to the Queensland force
under the Labour Administration. However,
the hon. gentleman led me into a line of
argument that I did not intend to pursue.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: And very wisely,
too.
How. J. G. APPEL: If the hon. gentle-

man desires me to enter upon that phase of
the discussion I am quite prepared to do
so, and to point out to the hon. gentleman
and to this Committee the injustices that arc
being done to the police force to-day by
the hon. gentleman’s Administration—an
Administration professing to be the friends
of that force, and who pretended that they
would put the force in a better position than

[Hon. J. G. Appel.
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that occupied by any other Police Force in
the Commonwealth.

Hon. M. J. Kmewax: What did you do
for the police force?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I shall tell the hon.
gentleman. I will preface my explanation
by quoting from an article in the * Queens-
land Police Union Journal”’ of 25th August,
1924, 1 think we may presume that any
article appearing in that journal represents
the genuine and bona-fide opinions of the
police force.

This article is headed
Leaders” and it says—

“Quite true the wages and certain
allowances of the Queensland Police
Force have been increased in the manner
stated by the member for Rockhampton,
but in case he and his colleagues are
not aware of the fact, we take this
opportunity of stating that the police
wages and allowances in New South
Wales, South Australia, and Victoria,
have advanced to considerably higher
levels than those in Queensland, although
before the war the police of this State
compared favourahly with the highest
in Australia.”

That is my answer to that interjection, and
that emanates from the members of the
police force, who, I take it, are the best
judges of their own case. I ende;avour.ed
always to place them on an equality with
the police force of New South Wales, which
Las always been considered to be the force
which has received most favourable con-
sideration. 1 would like to have gone
further than I did because the conditions in
Queensland are far more onerous and
arduous than those imposed upon members
of a similar force in that State.

The question of the value of the pound ster-
ling is a matter that we have to take into
scrious consideration. In the year 1914-15
the pound sterling had a certain purchasing
value equivalent, within a very small per-
centage, to the purchasing value of 30s.
to-day. We have to realise that fact when
considering the pay of the members of the
police force. Then there is the question of
the undermanning of the police force, and
I have no hesitation in saying that any
hon. member who is prepared to say that
the police force to-day is not undermanned
is speaking without a knowledge of the facts.
That undermanning imposes still more
srduous duties upon the members of the
force. Tor the year 1914-15—the last year of
the late Administration—the percentage of
police officers in Queensland was one officer
to a little over 450 of the population, while
to-day it is one officer to about 675 of the
population.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: That proves that the
people are more law-abiding to-day.

Mr. FarRELL: The percentage is better
in Queensland than in the other States.

Hown. J. G. APPEL: If the Minister is
going to give that reply to the members of
the police force he is going to give them a
Barmecide feast—that is, a stone for a loaf.
I am not adversely criticising the Minister.
I am criticising the policy of his Govern-
ment, a Government which has made cer-
tain promises that improve the conditions
in the police force and which has failed to
carry out those promises. I have no doubt,
if it lay with the Minister, that he would
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ot hesitate to honour the promises which
have been given.

Hon. M. J. Kirwav: What promises have
Leen given that were not honoured ?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The pay of members
of the police force should be placed oa an
equality with that received by members of
she police force of New South Wales.

Hon. M. J. Kiswax: Who gave that
promise?
Hox. J. . APPEL: I want to show

further the injustice that has been inflicted
on members of the police force in Queens-
land in that they are paid less than the
award rates paid to men engaged in our
industries. According to the Estimates, con-
stables are paid 15s. 11d. per diem, 15s. 5d.
per diem, 14s. 11d. per diem, 14s. 5d. per
diem, 13s. 11d. per diem, and 13s. bd. per
diem. A constable has certain duties placed
upon him and he is responsible for the ful-
filment of those duties. In carrying out
these duties, which affect not alone the
safety of the life and limb of the commumty
but also the safety of their property, should
he not be placed in such a position as to be
raised above the risk of temptation?

Mr. FARRELL:
B8s. 6d. a day.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Yes, but compare
the conditions. I have already quoted what
the * Police Journal”’ states. In those days
the pound sterling was equivalent to 30s.
to-day. IHon. members who interject are
striving to justify the injustice that is being
done to the police force by taking up that
attitude. In all cases where there is a risk
of temptation an increased reward for the
services rendered is given, and it is justified
by reason of the fact that the increased
reward puts them above the risk of temp-
tation. It is no good hon. members sup-
porting the present Administration turning
round and saying, “ You only paid them
a certain rate,”’ because they are the men
that said that they were going to do justice
to the force. It is no excuse for them for
not doing justice to-day to say that the
previous Administration did not do justice
and therefore they are justified in the actions
that they are taking. Now compare their
wages. They are not equal to the wages
paid to an ordinary labourer to-day who
has no responsibilitics and who has fixed
hours of labour. As I have already said, a
member of the police force may have his
8-hour day, but he is subject to call at any
time and there is no overtime. Morning,
noon, and night he may be called upon, and
~he is called upon, and yet the present
Administration, who condemn the previous
Administration which placed the members
of the force in a position comparable with
the position of members of the New South
Wales force, refuse to do justice to the
police. I am only too pleased to see a
measure of justice given to the members of
the police force, who have done great service
to the State of Queensland. I am referring
more particularly to the country districts.

will now take the senior sergeants, of
ghom there are twenty-two at 18s. 11d. a
ay.

Mr, FsrreiL: You paid them 12s. 6d.
Hox. J. G. APPEL: The value of money
then was relatively greater, as I have previ-

ously stated, than it is now, and they were
placed upon the same conditions as the mem-

1924—2 1

You paid the same men
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bers of the New South Wales force. I am
asking the Government to place them in the
same position as I plac:d them in. Surely
it is a reasonable claim on the part of the
police force. It is all very well to say that
we have opened the Arbitration Court to
them. If the Government are genuine, when
the matter comes before the Arbitration
Court let them appear before the Court and
say, * We consider these requests to be reason-
able.” We know, however, that the Govern-
ment will oppose the claims, as they did on
the former occasion. A senior sergeant
receives 18s. 11d. a day, which is less than
the pay of a carpenter. We know that a
senior sergeant only arrives at that position
after many years of arducus work and experi-
ence, and he has to be possessed of very
considerable capacity. We know that the
hon. members who sit behind the present
Administration used to complain that the
police had to carry out something like thirty-
six extraneous duties, but now they have
placed something like sixty-eight extraneous
duties on the shoulders of the members of the
force. That alone should justify a very con-
siderable increase in their pay. I am simply
analysing the payments. A senior sergeant
occupies a most responsible position, and not
alone has he to carry out the duties of his
offie?, but he has to be prepared to carry out
sixty-eight extranecus duties apart from his
official duties, which shows that he must be a
capable man, vet he Is not receiving the wages
of a carpenter, whose work is largely mechani-
cal, and only occupies eight hours a day. We
kuow that sergeants and scnior sergeants in
charge of stations are at call day and night.
On behalf of others, I have often had to call
the s=rgeant at his station in the middle of
the night, and he has always responded. This
Government, who were so very tender about
the claims of the police force when they were
in opposition, do not pay police sergeants
the amount which is paid to carpenters. Hon,
members opposite have made a great cry about
what they did for the police. Before I went
to the Home Department, the composite Go-
vernment, consisting partly of Labour men,
and supported by the whole of the Labour
party, had refused to give uniforms to the
police. I gave them uniforms.

I wish to compare the four years of my
administration of the police force with four
vears of administration under Labour rule.
From 1910 to 1913, inclusive, the total increases
which I gave to the police amounted to
£99.535. Under Labour rule the amount of
increases given from 1915 to 1918, inclusive,
came to £33,129. In 1919 there were increases
given amounting to £66,386, under an agree-
ment with the police. Even taking the five
years I have mentioned under ILabour rule,
the increases only came to £99,515, as against
£99,535 given in increases in the four years
of my administration of the police force.
Then the Government say that they have done
justice to the police force.

Mr. F4rreLL : Did they not have to provide
uniforms under your Administration?

How. J. G. APPEL: No, I gave them
uniforms. Under your composite Ministry,
supported by all the force of Labour, you
refused them uniforms.

Mr. FargerL: They were not given until
1912.

Howv. J. G. APPEL: Quite so, I could not
give them before I had the power. Up to the
end of 1908, Labour supported the composite
Ministry who refused to give them the

Hon. J. G. 4dppel.]
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uniforms, and refused to give them a deceitt
wage cven. 1 have shown by their own
journal, and by the official figures I have
quoted, that when I left the Home Depart-
ment the conditions of the police were equiva-
lent to that of the police force in New Soutn
Wales. I have shown that the increases 1
gave them exceeded the increases which were
given by the present Administration. T simply
'mk in view of all th» circumstances, and the
increase in the duties which have been placed
on the police force, that they be placed in
the same condition relatively to New South
Wales that they were in when I was in charge
of the Home Department. That is a reason-
able request. You, Mr. Pollock, as reprcsent-
ing a country district in the far Nerth, know
the value of the services which are performed
by our police force. You know that the
responsibilities cast upon them are far mors
than those of a labourer or carpenter. Do

the public of Queensland realise that a senlor
sergeant in charge of a station is not receiving
anvthing like th: amount that iz paid to a
carpenter ?

Mr. FARRELL :
less.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Because the value
of £1 was 10s. more than it is to-day. I
only ask that the Administration should put
the members of the police force on the sam~
basis as New South Wales, as it was when 1
left the department.

Mr. WRIGHT (Bulimba): 1 desire to say
a few words in connection with this vote.

Mr. MorGaN: Let it go through without
further debate.

Mr. WRIGHT :-1 know that hon. members
opposite are not desirous of letting it go
through without debate. It was quite refresh-
ing to hear the hon. member for Albert
saying a good word for the police.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: He gave an increase
in salary and reduced the rent allowance.

IIon. J. G. AppeL: Yes, and you made
them pay for the sanitary service.
(Laughter.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

My, WRIGHT: I want to know why the
hon. member when he had the opportunity
did not do something that would impress the
police force—improve their working con-
ditions and pay them a decent wage. Like
the hon. member for Albert, I have travelled
extensively in Australia, and I have no
hesitation in saying that, in my opinion, the
Queensland police force compares more than
favourably with any other police force in
the Commonwealth. 1 believe also that this
Government have done more to improve
the general conditions of the police force of
tueensland than any previous Administra-

3till you paid him 6s. a day

tion. The hon. member for
2 p.m.] Albert this morning, as other
hon. members have done on

other occasions, made certain references to
what he termed the ‘ composite Govern-
ment” had done or had not done, when they
were supported by the Labour party. I
submit that hon, members cannot have it
both ways. They cannot criticise the Labour
party for supporting that Government’s
actions whilst other members opposite take
credit for what that Government did.
Another member of the Opposition, also an
ex-Cabinet Minister, the hon. member for
Wynnum, has claimed credit for what the
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“ composite Government” did in the way of
passing the Workers’ Dwellings Act.

Hon. J. G. Appen: That was not the
““ composite Ministry.”

Mr. WRIGHT:I find that that measure
was introduced first in 1908 and was dropped
and reintroduced in 1909, and “ Hansard”
shows that Labour members, then in Opposi-
tion, substantially supported the Bill. As a
matter of fact, as a result of the discussions
on the first introduction in 1908 the Bill was
1‘§mode11ed largely on the lines suggested by
them.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. WRIGHT: I only want to show that
hon. members opposite should be consistent
when they make charges as to what Labour
membeis did when they were supporting the

‘“ composite Government.”” The hon. mem-
ber for Albert has also led us to believe that
he did a great deal for the police force
during his term as Home Secretary. I do
not want to be hard on the hon. gentleman,
I want to be fair to him, but in “ Hansard’’
for 1912 I find that when introducing the
Police Hstimates, he said—

‘“ Hon. members would remember that
on the last occasion he proposed the
vote he stated that it was the intention
of the Government to make inquiries
about the pay received by the police
force of New South Wales, and, having
made that inquiry it was p10p0<ed to
place the police on the same footing in
Queensland.

“ Mr. Coyne: You have not succeeded.

“The HoMe SECRETARY: In pursuance
of that, the Committee were asked to
approve of such increases as would place
the Queensland police on the same foot-
ing as the force of the mother State.
An increase of £200 was provided for
the Commissioner of Police, bringing his
salary up to £1,000, and 1t would then
be more in line with the salaries paid
to officers in similar departments in the
other States.”

That i1s all right, but T want to go a little
bit further and read portion of a speech
delivered by the hon. member for Brisbane,
Mr. Kirwan, now Assistant Minister, with
reference to this alleged increase to the
police force. His speech is thus reported—
“Mr. KirwaN was struck with the
increase given to the Commissioner of
Police, which amounted to 25 per cent.

of the salary he was previously receiv-
ing. They heard during the election, as
they had heard since, that the Cabinet
were determined to place the police
force of the State on an equal footing
with any force in the Commonwealth.
Had they done so? They might have
done so as far as the Commissioner was
concerned. They might have placed him

on the same level as the chief officers of
police in Victoria or New South Wales,
but what had they done for senior ser-
geants and sergeants, who were the
backbone of the force, and who were
compelled to remain in the force, whether

the conditions were to their liking or
not, because they had been so long there
that they were not likely to be a success

in any other class of work? A senior
sergeant, under the old rate of pay,
received 11s. per day, a rent allowance

of £1 per week, and fuel and light to
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the amount of £10 per annum. Under
the new rate he would receive 12s. 6d.
a day; his rent allowance would be
reduced to 1s. 10d. per day, and his fuel
and light allowance would be cut out.

“The Home Secretary: That brings
them now to the same level as the New
South Wales police.”

Actually that section of the police was
worse off. It was a case of bringing them
down to the New South Wales police rather
than bringing them up to the New South
Wales police. The report continues—

“ Mr. Kirwax: There was no 25 per
cent. increase there. He was not going
to question the increases given to the
inspectors and sub-inspectors, but he
said the increases the Government were
giving senior sergeants and sergeants
were of rather a questionable kind. A
sergeant veceived, under the old rate,
10s. per day and 2s. per day rent allow-
ance: under the new rate he would
receive 1ls. 3d. per day, and his rent
allowance would be reduced 1s. per day,
so that his increase under the new scale
practically meant only 3d. per day. 1t
was rothing but scandalous that a miser-
able increase of only 3d. per day should
be given to this body of men, who
rendered much better service to Queens-
land than the Commissioner, who got a
rise of 25 per cent,”

That is what happened when the hon. mem-
ber for Albert was administering that de-
partment. We know that the duties of the
police are on many occasions unpleasant and
dangerous. From time to time we are re-
minded of that fact. Just quite recently
there were certain happenings in my elec-
torate which reminded us of what a
dangerous occupation the police follow. I
am satisfied that anything that can be
done by the Government to lighten their
burden and relieve the danger of their
eccupation should be dome. In connection
with the wages paid to the police, I have
made a comparison between the wages paid
in 1915, prior to the advent of the Labour
Government, and the wages to be paid for
the financial year 1925. These are the
figures according to the Estimates for these
respective years—

1915. 1925,
Per day. Per day.
s. d. s. d.
Senior sergeants ... 12 6 1811
Sergeants Lo 1103 1711

Acting Sergeants—
19156—10s. 4d. per day.
1925—16s. 11d. per day.
Constables—
1916~-8s. 6d., 9s., and 9s. 6d. per day.
19256—13s. 5d. to 1bs. 11 per day.

The amount appropriated in 1915 was
£301,182 and for the coming financial year
the amount appropriated is £476,757, or an
inerease of £175,675. Those figures are very
striking when one takes into consideration
the number of persons concerned in those
appropriations. In 1915, the number of
persons under this vote was 1,242, whereas
to-day the number is 1,267.

The increase in the personnel of the police
force over what was provided for in the
Estimates for 1915 is fifteen. That small
mcreasc to me is significant. It expresses the
fact that the people of Queensland during
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recent vears have tended to hecome more
orderly than herctofore. The statistics in
connection with crime and general police
court charges will reveal quite a considerable
decrease since the advent of Labour to office
in Queenrsland. I am not going to claim any
credit on behalf of the Labour Government
for that fact, but the fact that there has been
no necessity fer a large inercase in the
numbers of the police force gives the impres-
sion, as I have stated, that the citizens are
becoming more crderly. The hon. member for
Enoggera a few days ago, when speaking in
this Chambsr, said in his usual loud, noi»y
style, that hon. members on his side were the
friends of the police. Ile practically suggested
that if the police wanted to improve their
condition they should at the next elections
veie Labour out of office, and transfer bis
party to the Treasury benches.
Mr. Kerr: Who said that?

MMy, WRIGHT : I would like to remind the
paslice and the public generally that the= police
force, during the life of this Government, have
not only received large increases in wages, but
far mor» favourable consideration in respect to
comforts and enlargement of civic liberty. I
have quoted the speech of the hon. member
for Brisbane snggesting more Sundaz leave
for the police. His appeal fell on deaf ecars
at the time. Hon. members know that the
police force are enjoying more liberty and
more individual freedom under the regims: of
this Government than ther have ever done
previously. What did hon. members opposite
say when it was decided to allow the police
to form a union?

AMr. WARREN : Tt has not been much good to
them.

Mr. WRIGHT : What did hon.
opposite say when the police
approach the Arbitration Court,
that right was conceded to them?

Hon. J. G. Arper: And who oppos=d their
claims in the Arbitration Court? (Opposition
laughter.)

Mr. EpwarDs: Who reduced their wages?

Mr. WRIGHT: I am not going intimately
into the cost of living figures to-dav, because
the police forece might be prejudiced in the
application they will make to the Arbitration
Court in the near future. I would be the last
person in the world to say anything in this
Committese which might be used to debar the
police from getting due reward for their
services. It is quite patent to me that hon.
members opposite have not studied the history
of the police force of this State, particularly
the history under the administration of the
various parties that have been in power.

members
decided  to
and when

I am satisfied, and 1 know the police are
satisfied, that whilst they may not be able to
get 100 per cent. of their desires or demands
they have had a fair deal from this Govern-
ment. They are also satisfied that, so long
as they come along with reasonable claims
and put those claims in a proper way, they
will receive reasonable and favourable con-
sideration from this Government.

In conclusion, I hope that the police will
realise, as I know they must realise, the
benefits they have received from Labour rule
in Queecnsland.

Mr. KERR (Froggera): The hon. member
for Bulimba stated that he was satisfied with
regard to the conditions of the police. I
suppose the hon. member refers to the pay
alsc. If the hon. member is satisfied, it 1s

Mr. Kerr.]
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well known that the police in Queensland are
not satisfied to-day. It is no good trying to
balk the question. The police have defi-
nitely asked this Government for similar pay
and conditions to those existing in New
South Wales.

Mr. Wrignt: I sald I was sure they would
get a fair deal from this Government.

Mr. KERR: The hon. member said he
was satisfied with the conditions of the police.
Ti is just as well for the police to know that
the hon. member is satisfied. The police
themselves are not satisfied, and mno hon.
member in this Chamber can truthfully make
the statement that they are. Why are they
not satisfied? Because their conditions and
pay in Queensland are not up to the rate of
pay and standard of conditions in New
South Wales.

The HOME SECRETARY :
able.

Mr. KERR: I would like the hon. gentle-
man to point out to this Chamber where
those conditions and pay are equal to those
of New South Wales.

The HoMe SECRETARY : Why not wait until
the Arbitration Court deals with the matter?

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman knows
that, as well as failing to bring the pay and
conditions up to those of New South Wales,
the Labour Government were responsible for
taking 5 per cent. off their pay.

The HowmE Secrerary: That is not right.
The police were the only body of men who
were not reduced by the Arbitration Court
when the reduction was brought about.

Mr. KERR: It is Just as well for the hon.
gentleman to say so. Were those in receipt
of over £300 a year reduced by 5 per cent.?

Mr. FARRELL: Yes.

Mr. KERR : Then is my statement right
or wrong? I say that those police officers
who were receiving over £300 a year had
their salaries reduced by 5 per cent.

The Howr SEcrETARY : Every other worker,
barring the police force, suffered.

Mr. KERR: I make the statement that
those receiving over £300 a_year were sub-
jected to the & per cent. reduction.

Mr. FARRELL: So were you.

The Houk SEcrETARY : Then why not argue
from the standpoint of the restoration of
that 5 per cent.?

Mr. KERR: I argue that the police are
to-day asking for a rate of pay equal to
that of New South Wales. 1t is ridiculous
for us, year after year, to go tub-thumping
to the police and talk about their votes. 1
say the police are not satisfied to-day—-

The Houme SECRETARY : They did not have
a vote when the ex-Home Secretary, the
hon. member for Albert, was in office. The
hon. gentleman would not allow them to
keep fowls when a horse was being kept
for fear they would use the horse feed for
the fowls.

Hon. J. G. APPEL:
tion. (Laughter.)

Mr. KERR: It is about time that this
Government forgot about such trifiing things
as keeping fowls, and that they recognised
the fact that the police would rather have
equal conditions and pay to that of New
South Wales. They have asked for those
conditions. A vote itself does not feed them,
and a vote does not give them good condi-

[Mr. Kerr.
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tions. It is all very well to “tub-thump”
in this House in regard to the police, but
we have to face the facts, and the facts
are that the police in Queensland to-day are
dissatisfied because of their rates of pay.
No one can gainsay that fact, and all the
camouflage in the world will not get over
that position. It is no good trying to mis-
lead the Committee and the people of
Queensland into believing that the pay is
better in Queensland than it is in the other
States. Ask the police! The facts point
in the opposite direction, If the hon.
gentleman is satisfied, it is time someone
else took charge and did the right thing.

I would like to ask the Home Secretary
if, when he is replying, he would kindly
inform me whether it is the intention of
the Government to give warders, who have
to travel with patients to a hospital and
such like, free passage on the trams, such
as the ordinary police have.

The HOME SECRETARY: What have we to
do with the trams? The hon. member must
know that we have nothing to do with the
trams. .

Mr. KERR: The Government enforce
that in connection with the police, and I
think every uniformed man should receive
the same concession. The Home Secretary
might give the matter his attention.

There is just one other small point that I
desire to bring up. 1 appreciate very much
the intention of the Government to increaso
the numbers of the police force. A deputa-
tion from my electorate waited on the hon.
gentleman and asked for additional police
in that district, and I trust that some action
will ke taken to give effect to the repre-
sentations of that deputation. We have a
sergeant and a number of constables situated
at Newmarket, and they are housed in one
of the most dilapidated places it would be
possible to find. There are quite a number
of nice homes in that centre, and the police
buildings are an outrage to the district. I
hope the Government will see fit, if possible,
to provide money for a new police station
at Newmarket, which will be of benefit to
that part of my electorate. The present
building is a standing disgrace and has
been there for anything between thirty and
forty years, and I hope the Government
will take some action to remedy matters.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): 1 certainly
think that the police have just cause to com-
plain. We should pay the members of our
police force a wage equal to that paid in the
Southern States. They have more to do and
require to be far better men, as they have
so many different matters to attend to.

Mr. HynNEs: When your party were on the
Treasury benches, how did they treat the
police?

Mr. WARREN : The hon. member made a
big mouthful about the conditions of the police
when he was in the North. He was going to
do everything for the police, and to-day when
he comes down here he is whipped into line
like other hon. members on that side. Accord-
ing to the Press reports the hon. gentleman
was going to do wonderful things for the
police. They thought they had a Minister in
Parliament to plead their cause, but he does
not get up and make onc representation so
far as the interests of the police are concerned.

Mr. Hynes: The intelligent policeman
knows that your advocacy in this Chamber is
only political limelight.
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Mr. WARREN : I have eight policemen in
my electorate. I do not know whether they
vote for me or not, and I do not care.

Mr. HyYXNES: You are ssking for their votes
now, at any rate.

Mr. WARREN : I am not asking for their
votes. I am not an agitator. I stand up
for principle. 1 believe that the Govern-
ruent are not doing their duty to these men.
We expect them to be men of a high standard.
T may say that the men working on the roads
in my electorate are getting more than the
police, and that should not be so. We expect
a lot {from the policeman, and if one makes
a mistake, we are all down upon him. We
should keep up a high standard, which I am
sorry to say is not being kept up. It is all
very well for hon. members opposite to say,
“ What did past Governments do?” They
could live far better on their pay in 1915 than
ther can do to-day. The purchasing power
of £1 in 1915, according to ‘‘ Knibbs’s ™
figures, was 10s. more than it is to-day.

My, FaRRELL : What is the purchasing power
of money in New South Wales?

Mr. WARREN : I maintain that the police
arce better off on the same wage in New South
Wales than they are in Queensland.

Mr. FarrerL: You are wrong

Mr. WARREN : Let the hon. member prove
that I am wrong. The Government have given
the police a chance to go into the Arbitration
Court. It is a rott:n principle, to my mind.
I do not think it is right for these men to
have to go into the Arbitration Court. If
the Government cannot pay a wage equal to
that paid by the Tory Government in New
South Wales, it is discreditable to this State
I think the Government are not treating the
police fairly. That is why I stand up here
to-day—not that I expect any return from
the police. The police have made out a
very good case, and the Government should
meet them more than half way.

The CHAIRMAN: I am very loth to say
anything that would do anything to prevent
a discussion on any matter that should be
discussed in Committee, but I would point out
to hon. members that it is a very well estab-
lished precedent in all British Parliaments
that matters such as this, which are under
adjudication by a court of law, should not be
discussed. ‘“ May,” on page 248, states—

A matter, whilst under adjudication
by a court of law, should not be brought
before the House by a motion or other-
wise.”

Consequently, the fact that * May” points
out that these matters should not be discussed
while they are under the jurisdiction of the
court, and hon. members’ good taste, should
be sufficient to induce them to leave the dis-
cussion of this matter until after the Court
has dealt with it. I hope that hon. members
will pay heed to what I have said.

Mr. BRUCE (Hennedy): It struck me
during this debate that there was a lot
of unctuous flattery in regard to the police.
A little healthy criticism would do more
good than all the flattery which has been
placed before the Committee. For quite
a numker of months there have been safe-
breakers in operation on the Cleveland line,
and during that time there were no arrests
by the police until one of their comrades
was wounded in an encounter with a safe-
breaker. Although this thing had been
going on for months, it is only within the
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last three or four days that an arrest has
been made. It appears to me that, if the
same intelligence and energy had been
applied at an earlier date, their comrade
would, perhaps, not have been wounded. T
am always a believer in the saying that
*“ Prevention iz better than cure,” and I

says it is a remarkable fact that

[2.30 p.m.T these burglaries were going on

for months before this unfortun-
ate incident without any arrest, but that
after one of their comrades had been wounded
nien were apprehended by the police in'a
few hours.

I put in many years in the Cloncurry
district, where we hear that quite a lot of
cattle duffing takes place. 1 am of opinion
that the station-owners loock upon the police
—and are assisted in that view by various
circumstances—as boundary riders. They
do not put on enough men to look after
their own property, with the result that a
large proportion of the police force are
continually employed in riding those stations.
I am awars that men who should be em-
ploved as stock riders do often take to cattle
duffing, but. if they were employed on the
stations and the police were employed at
their own work, I do not think there would
be much cattle duffing in that district. It
might be unfortunate for some of the stock
riders, because I know some of them have
become station-owners eventually, which is
more than they would be able to accomplish
on what they could earn as stockmen. It is
continually remarked in this district that
the police have to ride those stations really
as stock riders, and that, if more men were
employed by the stations, the police could
do work in other directions.

A good deal has been said during this
debate about the conditions of the police
in other States. If one only reads the
newspapers and notices the amount of crime
in the Southern capital—which I take it
imposes a consequentially additional amount
of work on the police of those States—he
will realise the happy position we enjoy in
Queensland. 1 understand that, if you
happen to catch hold of the wrong end of
vour pipe in Melbourne to-day, the people
near you put their hands up. (Laughter.)
At any rate, it is obvious that from what
has happencd recently the police there must
be on the qui vive the whole of their time.
Anybody who has studied the trend of events
here in Queensland must admit that the
amount of crime is very small in compari-
son with that of the Southern cities, and
that in any case a large percentage of the
criminals who are discovered to be operating
here come from other States.

Mr. E»DwaRDS: Some are born here.

Mr. BRUCKE: The majority of them come
from other States or from other parts of
the world. Hon. members of the Opposition,
when dealing with the wages of the police
and other workers, often emphasise the de-
crease in the purchasing power of the pound
to-day. 1 would have been very happy if
in the past they had taken the trouble and
time to emphasise the alteration in its pur-
chasing  power. Unfortunately, when
workers go into the Arbitration Court that
fact is not mentioned. Not only is it not
mentioned, but employers very often even
try to brush it aside. We had the hon.
member for Albert remarking on the pro-
bability that, when the police went to the
Aribtration Court, the Government would

My, Bruce.]
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oppose their claim. Does the hon. gentleman
suggest that, when workers in the mining,
shearing, or the sugar industry go into
court, the employers should mot oppose
their claim? If he adopts that attitude—
and to be consistent he ought to adopt that
attitude—one would expect to find him on
thisz side and not on the Opposition side at
all. If he continues to advocate the things
he has been supporting during the early
part of the morning, we should be only too
pleased to have him here, because it 1s his
opposition to these things which has forced
him on to the other side.

That is the difference between Labour and
anti-Labour, It is the desire of Labour to-
day to do all that can possibly be done for
those workers who are responsible for the
prroduction of the good things of this world,
and that is exactly our position in connec-
tion with the police. It is no use discussing
what the police are getting in one State or
the other. It is just the same as the ques-
tion of the unemployed. It is no use telling
the unemployed in Queensland that there are
more unemployed in New South Wales, and
it is no use telling the police force to-day,
when they want better conditions, of the
bad conditions that existed in the past.
What they want is a decent rate of pay and
decent conditions of employment. They
have had their rates of pay and conditions
of employment improved by this Govern-
ment, and I feel sure from what I know of
the Government that they will be further
improved. Taking them as a whole, there
are many classes of the community who are
in a worse position than the police are in
to-day from the point of view of pay and
conditions of labour. I trust that the police
will be able to analyse the case put up in
this Chamber, and will be able to sift the
wheat from the chaff and to know that those
who have been so loudly eulogising them,
not being in the position of the Government
and not having the right to say whether
the police shall receive more wages or not
will not be able to do anything irrespective
of what they say. It is a good thing at
times to be on the Opposition benches, and
stand up and say that you would do this
and you would do that, knowing all the
time that you will never be called upon to
do it. The hon. member for Enoggera lays
<down the magnificent conditions that he
would offer to the police, but, if he lived
for eighty years, he would not have an
opportunity of extending those benefits. He
will never be on the Government benches.
I trust that the police, when they see this
matter reported in the papers, will know
that what the Opposition have said to-day
is what my American friends would call
“hot air.”

Mr, Epwarps: You are pretty good at
‘working the parish pump.

Mr. BRUCE: In these modern days of
irrigation I thought the parish pump had
entirely disappeared. I understand the hon.
member for Murilla has a small irrigation
scheme, and he might require a pump.
Seriously, quite apart from the parish pump
question, no man can accuse me of chasing
the police force in my district. Like many
hon. members, I have always made it my
business to keep clear of them, if possible.

Mr. FARRELL (Rockhampton): I hope
that the ruling that you have given this
afternoon will not prevent me from replying

[Mr. Bruce.
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to some of the statements made by the hon.
member for Albert, and the hon. member for
East Toowoomba, and the hon. member for
Wide Bay. The latter gentleman has
apparently fallen down on the job, because
during a previous debate he gave it out that
he was going to attack the hon. member for
Rockhampton in connection with an article
which appeared in the current issue of the
“ Police Journal.”” In connection with that
article I recognised that the police had a
claim filed in the court and T recognised
that any further increase in salaries
depended upon the court, and I had written
to the president of the Rockhampton branch
of the Police Union. My letter states—

“Dear Mr. Argus,—In the current
issue of your ° Police Journal’ appears
an article criticising my speech in the
House. 1 am enclosing for the infor-
mation of your members a copy of my
speech taken from ¢ Hansard,” which will
show how misleading the article referred
to is. 1 adhere to the statement made
by me of increases in pay, rent allow-
ance, plainclothes allowance, leave, etc,
since the advent of the Labour Govern-
ment in Queensland, I made no sugges-
tion that the pay should not be further
increased. 'That is entirely a matter for
the Arbitration Court in which a claim
for further increases has been filed by
vour union. Yours faithfully.”

So much for the statement which appeared
in the current issue of the ¢ Police Journal.”
On my next visit to Rockhampton I am
prepared to express the same opinion 1n
front of the whole of the members of the
Rockhampton branch of the Police Union,
if they so desire.

The hon. member for Albert made a
statement this morning regarding the magni-
ficent work that was done for the police
during the time he was in charge of th'e
Home Office. While I am prepared to admit
that the hon. gentleman did some magnificent
work during the period he was in charge of
the Home Office, I am not going to admit
that he did anything at all in comparison
with what this Government have done for
the police of Queensland. I give way to no
hon. member in this Chamber in my admira-
tion for the work that has been done by the
police force in Queensland, and particularly
for those police in the country districts who
have had extra jobs loaded on to them year
after year. If any branch of the police
force should receive consideration from the
Home Secretary, it is not so much the police-
man who was doing points duty in Brisbane
as the policeman who was out in the small
outback stations doing the numerous jobs
which have been loaded on to him. Far
from suggesting that the police should not
be highly paid, I am one of those hon. mem-
bers, and it has been the boast of all hon.
members on this side of the Chamber. who
have advocated that the workers, whether
they be the police or any other branch of
the” service, should be the highest paid in
Australia. 1 am not going to sit down and
allow hon. members opposite, or even the
secretary of the Police Union, to say or
insinuate that I stand for any other prin-
ciple. The hon. member for Albert took
great credit this morning for things he had
done for the police. It is interesting to learn
that since the secretary of the Police Union
had a brush with our Home Secretary
apparently a number of briefs have been
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those briefs have apparently miscarried.

Let me point out that until 1912 or 1913,
certainly during part of the time that the
Home Office was administered by the hon.
gentleman, the police were not given a vote
at all. It might also be informadtion to the
‘Chamber to know that a policeman was not
allowed to marry in those days unless he sub-
mitted the name of his bride, all her rela-
tives, and a certificate of character to the
Commissioner. Those were the sort of liber-
ties that the police enjoyed.

Hon. M. J. KirwaN: In some cases the
inspector was sent along to have a look at
the prospective bride.

Mr. FARRELL: That was the sort of
freedom that was given to the police during
the regime of the hon. member for Albert.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: If the prospective
bride did not pass the inspector, he did not
get her. (Laughter.)

Mr. FARRELL: It is also a well-known
fact, as the Home Secretary has pointed out,
that at certain stations where mounted men
were stationed the wife of the constable was
not allowed to keep fowls for fear they
would ¢ pinch ”’ the feed of the horse. So
much for the freedom enjoyed by the mem-
bers of the police under the hon. member
for Albert! The hon. gentleman also quoted
figures showing what he considered to be an
over-manning of the police in Queensland.
I have figures here worked out on the same
basis as these quoted by the hon. gentleman
showing the exact position of the police force
in all the States of Australia to-day. Let
us take the position in Quecnsland. We have
cne policeman to every 725 of the popula-
ticn.

Ton. J. G. ArprL: I quoted under that.

Mr. FARRELIL : Ths hon. gentleman gave
several quotations comparing the States. I
am giving a comparison of the whole of the
States. It is—

Queensland—One policeman to every 725
of the population.

West-rn  Australia—One policeman to
every 728 of the population.

New South Wales—One policeman to
779 of the population.

Victoria—One policeman to every 864 of
the population.

South Australia—One policeman to every
881 of the population.

That shows clearly that in Queensland we are
in a better position than any other State in
the Commonivealth.

Hon. J. G. Apper: Conditions are absolutely
different in Quesnsland.

Mr. FARRELL: Take the conditions in
Western Australia or South Australia; I am
sure it is fair to compare them with Queens-
land. Take Western Australia particularly.

Hon. J. G. AppeL: No. There is not the
amount of country settlement in Western Aus-
+ralia that there 1s in Queensland.

Mr. FARRELL: Those are the actual
figures. I do not wish them to be uszd as an

argument later on, to the effect that I mean
that the police should not be further increased.
I think they should be. I am glad to sve
ihat provision has becn made in this year’s
Estimates for the appointment of an addi-
tional number of police, so that the conditions
may be even better than they are now.
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In the article I referred to the secretary of
the Police Union stated that it was this
Government that prevented the police force
from getting the basic wage in the Arbitration
Court. As a matter of fact, when the Govern-
ment took the civil servants to the Court some
eighteen months ago, only two unions success-
fully fought their claims against the Govern-
ment—the Police Union and the Queensland
Teachers’ Union. The members of those
unions did not suffer from the 5 per cent.
reduction. Where does the argument come
in that the Governmont have prevented the
police from getting the basic wage? Mr.
Talty also says—

“ Will the Rockhampton ‘Fugleman’
kindly tell us whether he stands”——

Hon. J. G. ArpeL: What name?

Mr. FARRELL: T hope the hon. gentleman
will list'n to what I am reading.

Hon. J. G. Arper: I am listening, but I
did not catch the word.

Mr. FARRELL:

“ whether he stands for the police to be
placed on the basic wage of £3 17s., while
every other worker gets £477°

I would like the waterside workers in my
clectorate of Rockhampton to be drawing the
same pay envelope as the police in Rock-
hampton. I am going to make the statement
that no policeman in Queensland draws less
than £4 13s. per wezk at present. I defy con-
tradiction. Where does it come in that I am
objecting to their getting £3 17s. per week,
and the workers outside £4 per weck? I
would like to see the whole of the workers
outside getting the basic wage of £4 13s.

Mr. Kerso: Where do you get vour £4 13s.?

Mr. FARRELL: If the hon. member looks
un the award, he will arrive at the same
amount. :

Mr. KeLso: Is that official?

Mr. FARRELL: Yes. It is slightly over
£4 13s. The lowest rate is 13s. 5d. per day,
caleulated on a basis of seven days a week.
I admit the police hours are longer on the
average than are the outside hours.

The HoME SECRETARY : Only here and there,
because they get certain timo off.

Mr., FARRELL: As a matter of fact, it
works out at about forty-eight hours and a-
half a week actual time. To counterbalance
that their annual leave is increased from
two to four weeks. They have been given
an additional six months’ leave at the end
of twenty-five years; they are given that
six months on full pay, which they never
received before; and they are granted sick
pay conditions which no other public servant
in Queensland enjoys, and I say quite
definitely that, if anything could be done to
increase the pay of the police in Queensland
and further reduce the hours of work, it
would be a very excellent thing for the
police themselves.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I previously
ruled that this matter was sub judice, as
there was a plaint before the court, and I
ask the hon. member to obey my ruling.

Mr. FARRELL: There was nothing
further from my mind than trying to get
round your ruling, Mr. Pollock, but I am
sorry you did not prevent the hon. member
for Albert from dealing with this matter.

The CHAIRMAN : I have already allowed
the hon. member to reply to the hon. mem-
ber for Albert; I have only just now received

Mr. Farrell.]
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the plaint and I am endeavouring to stifle
discussion on those matters which are before
the court.

Mr. FARRELL: The hon. member for
Albert stated, and stated correctly, that,
roughly, it took &0s. to-day to purchase
what could be purchased in 1914 for £1, but
he forgot to make a comparison for the
same period in New South Wales., It will
now take 34s. 5d. to purchase in Sydney
what could be purchased there in 1911 for £1,
showing that in Queensland the position is
~much better than it is in New South Wales.

I come now to the actual amount expended
by the Administration of which the hon.
member for Albert was a member and the
present Administration. The hon. member
this morning quoted figures showing the
increases that he had given during the time
that he was at the head of the Home Depart-
ment. Let us look at the exact appropria-
tions during the years he was in the Home
Office, and during the regime of this Govern-
ment and see the difference. In 1910, when
the hon. member was in the Home Office,
the police vote was £223814, and by steps
it had increased in 1914-15—when the hon.
member went out of office—to £275,182, an
increase of £51,368 in a little over five and
a-half years. The figures since this Govern-
ment have taken office are—

1915-16 ... £277,468
. 1924-25 ... £427,157
An increase of over £150,000.

Mr. Kerso: Don’t you allow for the extra
cost of living ?

Mr. FARRELL: You have always an
excuse.

Hon. J. G. ApreL: Have you not increased
the numbers in the force?

Mr. FARRELL: Another excuse. At the
present time the Government are paying
double the amount to the police force to
that which was paid during the time the
hon. member was in charge of the office
and these figures will prove that assertion.

I had intended dealing with the exact
position of the police force, comparing the
rates paid now with what they were when
we took office, but I realise, Mr. Pollock,
that in that connection your ruling is sound.
I merely desired to be allowed to reply to
the misstatements in the article which
appeared in 't}}e “ Police Journal” and to
make my position clear so far as the outside
police are concerned.

Mr. HYNES (Townsville): I intended to
refrain from taking any part in the dis-
cussion upon this particular vote, for the
reasoa that the claim of the Police Union
1s now before the Court, and having had
some experience in these matters I always
look upon any case which is before the Court
and in which judgment has not been given
as sub judice. I also realise that any dis-
cussion which may be held in this Chamber
ig sure to militate against the success of the
Police Union’s claim in the Court. I am
rather surprised that, if hon. members oppo-
site are really the friends of the police, they
should attempt to drag out a lengthy dis-
cussion about the merits or demerits of the
claim. Tt must be obvious to any person
who has given the matter any consideration
at all that the only reason hon. members
opposite have for initiating the discussion
is to obtain a little cheap political kudos

[Mr. Farrell.
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out of it. The hon. member for Enoggera
referred to tub-thumping and soap-boxing.
Mr. Krrr: No.

Mr. HYNES: I thought the hon. member
did—if not, it was some other intellectual
on that side who made reference to it. I
certainly have had some discussion with the
Police Union in connection with their griev-
ance. The union is similar to any other
union in the State in that they have griev-
ances and are discontented. Any body of
unionists who are not discontented are not
worth their salt and are not making any

headway. I believe with Tom Paine that
“ discontent is the torch-bearer of human
progress.”” If we are not discontented, we

are not going to make any progress at all.

I deeply regret that any comparative state-
ments have been put before the Committee
touching upon the effective wage of New
South Wales and Queensland police forces
respectively. Anyone knows that the pur-
chasing power of money in New South Wales
is a great deal less than it is in Queensland.
The Opposition, in introducing the matter
into this Chamber, have not damaged this
partv at all, but they are damaging the case
of the Police Union who have their claim
before the Court to-day. I had the privi-
lege of addressing the Townsville branch of
the Queensland Police Union at that centre.
I always take the opportunity of addressing
bodies of unionists wherever I go in the
North. I have been associated with the
union movement for many years in North
Queensland, and can claim individual credit
for improving the lot of the workers there.
I know what a disastrous effect the discus-
sion in this Chamber to-day is likely to
have on the claim of the Police Union, and
that is why I regret that the discussion has
taken place, and why I intended to refraim
from taking any part in it.

There are other grievances in connection
with the Police Union which are worthy of
attention. One of their grievances is that
they are not getting a just or fair spin from
some of the heads in the department. They
say that, when men are sent, away on holi-
days, they have to work short-handed by
reason of the parsimony which is practised
by senior sergeants and inspectors in charge
of the various districts. That is a great
injustice, and I trust that the Minister will
provide adequate assistance in these dis-
tricts when men are going away on escort
duty or on holiday. A little more sympa-
thetic treatment should be meted out to the
rank and file of the police in the performance
of their duties.

I do not wish to speak at any further
length. but I take this opportunity of
remarking that I sincerely hope that the
Police Union will succeed in their eclaim

before the court. I realise that

[3 p.m.] they, like other industrialists,

are not satisfied. I should like
to say in passing, however, that I am rather
surprised that some members of the union,
or some members of the executive, have
evidently approached members of the Oppo-
sition in order to endeavour to get them to
castigate the Government. 1 think it was
bad tactics—I have no hesitation in saying
so. They should go back a few years, to
the period referred to by the hon. member
for Rockhampton, when the life of a police-
man in Queensland was little better than
that of a chattel slave, and the Queensland
police force was the worst treated in the
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whole of the Commonwealth. Members of
the Police Union realise—they have intelli-
gence—that if hon. members opposite were
sincere in their advocacy of better conditions
for them, then during the fifty years for
which they were in charge of the Govern-
ment of Queensland they would have given
effect to some of the things they pretend to
advocate to-day.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I did not intend
to have anything to say on this vote, but
some of the remarks of hon. members opp>-
site certainly call for comment. I would
like to refer the hon. member for Townsville
te one paragraph quoted by the hon. member
for Albert from the ‘“ Police Journal.” I
understood the hon. member for Townsville
to say that the conditions in Queensland
prior to the advent of this Government were
worse than in any other State in Australia.
The “ Police Journal ” specifically states in
the article to which the hon. member for
Rockhampton referred that the conditions
ol the force prior to the war compared
favourably with the best conditions prevail-
ing in any other State in Australia. That
is not my statement—it is the statement of
the organ of the police force—and I suppose
the writer honestly believed it to be so.

I think that, speaking by-and-large, we
have reason to be well satisfied with the
services performed by the police throughout
Queensland. I got into the hands of the
force only once, and that was in the elec-
torate of the hon. member for Rockhampton
—(laughter)—but I was not in their hands
very long, and I think they did me a good
service when I did get into their hands.

We find that the Commissioner proposes to
increase the mumbers of the force. I pre-
sume he would not ask for an increase unless
he felt that it was absolutely necessary and
that the conditions of the State demanded
it. It is a difficult matter to compare the
conditions of the police force here with
those of the forces in other States because
of the tremendously long distances over
which our police have to operate. We have
a State which is very much larger than New
South Wales or Victoria. If the figures
quoted by the hon. member for Rockhamp-
ton are correct—and I take it that he has
been careful in his estimate—they show that
the force have been doing their work very
faithfully and efficiently, because we have a
smaller number in proportion to the popula-
tion than any other State. .

Mr. FamrrerL: Noj; a greater number.

Mr. TAYLOR: I accept the correction.
As T have already said, however, the con-
ditions in this State differ largely from those
of the other States.

As hon. members pointed out, there is a
tremendous amount of work to be carried
out by the police apart from what we look
upon as the ordinary duties of the police.
I think the very best treatment that we can
possibly give them should be given them.

I am not. going to refer to the wages
question as that is before the court and the
court has to decide that, but there are one
or two items in the vote that I would like
some information on. During the debate on
a previous vote, a statement was hurled
across the Chamber that various individuals
and parties throughout the State had ex-
ploited the aboriginals in the matter of
employment. According to the Hstimates
we have sixty-four native trackers receiving
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the magnificent salary of £4 per month. I
do not know whether you call that exploita-
tion or high wages.

The Houme SecrRETARY : They are ¢ found.”

Mr. TAYLOR: I know that; still they
only receive a salary of £4 per month.
do not suppose there are many aboriginals
working on stations who receive less than
£4 per month and their keep.

Mr. Bruce: You are quite wrong.

Mr. TAYLOR: The transfer expenses
are the same this year.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! That is an

item contained in the Police Union’s plaint
before the court.

Mr. TAYLOR: I would like some infor-
mation with regard to the seventy-seven
native trackers employed by the Police De-
partment? I would also like to know
whoether the trackers are continuously em-
ployed when not actually tracking in con-
nection with a case? I take it that we have
to maintain them during the whole period
they are in the employ of the department.

Hon. J. G. AppEL:
about the station,

The Homt SECRETARY: The allowance in-
cludes food and clothing for the whole of
the tracker’s family.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am satisfied with the
Home Secretary’s explanation.

Mr. MAXWELL {Foowong): My remarks
in connection with this vote will be more in
admiration of the members of the force.
Any consideration that can be given to the
police, not .only in recognition of better
conditions but in improving home conditions
and creating better surroundings, should be
done. We all realise that these men prac-
tically carry their lives in their hands. We
had an example of their bravery only the
other day. They carry their lives in their
hands, not only on one or two occasions.
but in every instance. These men never
funk their work. We have not arrived at
the stage that they have reached in Vie-
toria, where it was stated by one legal
luminary the other day that the jury were
almost afraid to bring in a verdict of guilty
against some of the underworid because
they would be dealt with. Owing to the
attention and good work by the Queensland
police, we have not arrived at that stage,
thank goodness, In comparison with the
population of the State, there is a falling
off in the number of police in 1923-24 as com-
pared with 1914-15. I do not know whether
that is owing to the good conduct of the
people of the community. In 1914-15 there
were 1,242 police and the population of
Queensland was 676,707. That means a
ratio of one policeman to every 545 citizens,
while in 1923-24 we find that there were
1,238 members of the police force and the
population 811,168, making the ratio one
policeman to every 655 citizens. That is a
very fine testimonial to the character of
Queensland, but at the same time it seems
to me in face of those figures that the police
force is undoubtedly undermanned.

Mr. Farrein: You will find that is general
throughout the whole of the States.

Mr. MAXWELL: That may be, but it is
not right. 'That state of affairs ought not
to be allowed to exist here, because it has a
tendency to encourage a certain class of

My, Maxwell.]

They do camp duty
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individual to come to this State, and that is
not desirable. I am not stating that the
police force is mnot well and efficiently
manned—they are doing wonderfully good
work—but it is absolutely essential in the
best interests of the community that the
force should be fully manned and not remain
in the position I have stated.

I am net going to interfere in any way
with the claim that has been lodged by the
police in the Arbitration Court. That is a
function of the Court, and naturally, being
a believer that any claim for altered condi-
tions or increase 1n wages is a matter for
the judges of that Court to function upon,
I do not intend to touch upon it. I am
very glad that it is not one of the functions
of “this Committee. I hope the greatest
consideration. will be given to these men,
because. as I said at the outset, they go
out in the morning to do their duty and do
not know how they are going to come home—

maimed, or perhaps brought home on a
shutter.
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.

Stopford, Mount Morgan): Representatives
of the Government met the officials of the
Police Union in conference, No promises
were made to the police that salaries would
be increased, but a promize was distinctly
made that, if the embargo on public servants
in receipt of £300 a year and upwards was
Jifted in a general sense, the police would
have an opportunity of going to the Arbi-
tration Court and having those salaries
reviewed. It would be impossible for me
to discuss this vote without discussing wages,
conditions, and other matters in the plaint,
and I feel that it would be wrong for me
even to reply to the arguments which have
been adduced during the debate as the claim
is now before the Court. (Hear, hear!)

Question put and passed.

POLICE INVESTMENT BOARD.
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.

Stopford, Mount Morgan): I beg to move—

“That £49.000 be granted for ¢ Police
Investment Board. ”

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I
would like to ask the Home Secretary the
reason why this vote has been increased from
£43.000 1o £49,000. I presume it arises from
the fact that the police force is growing and
that a larger amount is required.

The HouMe SecreETaRY: Yes; and possibly
a larger amount than that will be required.
I cannot tell definitely what situation will
arize,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I quite recognise
that many of these votes are to some extent
estimates. The Minister will have in his
possession the amount that was spent last
vear. £43,000 was appropriated, and I assume
that that was found to be insufficient. At any
vate, it would b2 very interesting for the Com-
wmittee to know what was the actual amount
spent last year.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): The amount
expended last vear was £34,000. There arc

now further retirements, resulting from the
new retiring age of sixty under the amended
Act.

Question put and passed.

[Mr. Maxwell.
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The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J
Stopford, Mount Morgan): I beg to move—

“That  £35,147 he
¢ Prisons.” ”?

Mr. TAYLOR (IFindsor): There are one
or two items in this vote on which I would
like the Home Secretary to give some infor-
mation. Take the item ‘¢ Trade instructors.”
I would like the Hom= Secrctary to tell us
what the trades are, how they are being
availed of, and the instruection given. I would
like to know whether any of the articles pro-
duc:d by those who are so instructed are
being utilised by the Government depart-
ments, or whether they are being sold outside.

A little further down I find that the superin-
tendent at the St. Ilelena Penal Establish-
ment is to receive £365 this year as against
£A75 last year—a reduction of £110. I would
like the Home Secretary to give us a little
information upon these two matters.

Hon. J. G. APPEL (Albert): I wish to say
just & word or two on this vote, more parti-
cularly in connection with remissions to
prisoners. This question was brought up
incidentally, but not on this vote, I have been
charged with having granted a greater
number of remissions than was the case pre-
viously or since.

'(;I'he Hoye SecRETARY : That was your own
side.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I understand it was
tho statement of the hon. member for Murilla.
I had a definite policy when dealing with this
matter. Where there were prisoners who were
practically first offenders, or where the
punishment they were suffering was the first,
in cases recommended by the superintendent
of a ponal establishment and under certain
conditions, I promised to consider the question
of a remission. I would like to explain that.
On many occasions I practically sat the whole
day in the superintendent’s office at St. Helena
granting interviews to prisoners who desired
remissions, or who desired to put their case
before me.

The Houe SECRETARY : That is only a fair
thing to do.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Quite so; but there is
sc much misapprehension as to the procedure
followed that I thought it necessary to make
this explanation. After consultation with
the superintendent, where it appeared that
there was a possibility of reformation, I
undertook to give favourable consideration
to the case under certain conditions, and
generally one condition was that the
prisoner, if he had no trade, would learn a
trade, and that when he was pronounced to
be efficient, and his general conduct entitled
him to it, I would recommend a remission
of his sentence. I am very pleased, indeed,
tc say that as a result of that policy many
efficient tradesmen were turned out. These
men on release engaged in the trades which
they had learned, and I know of some indi-
vidual cases where the men are doing very
well. The whole object of the department
has ever been reformation. I have no doubt
that the present Administration are follow-
ing the same policy—that is, to endeavour
to reclaim a man who has fallen and bring
him once more into the straight path. The
only way to do that is to give him a trade.
The hon. member for Windsor asked a ques-
tion as to the trade instructors. There is
no doubt that the trade instructors in our

granted  for
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penal establishments are carrying out a great
work in the matter of instructing prisoners
in the different trades. Hon. members would
really be surprised at the work that is
carried out now in the different shops—tin-
smiths, blacksmiths, and carpenters’ shops,
cabinet-maker’s shop, bookbinding establish-
ment, ete. The greater proportion of the
work turned out is supplied to the different
Government departments, and the prisoners
are kept occupied, which is the only means
by which they may be reclaimed. Of course,
there are a certain number of prisoners who
aro hopeless.  Attempts have been made at
different times to reclaim them, and when
these have failed they are hopeless, and
nothing can be done. The whole object of
the department was, if at all possible, to
reclaim a man and restore him again to
decent society, and I have no doubt that is
the policy of the department to-day. If it
was considered that a man was likely to
reform, I considered it was my duty to give
that man a chance once more to lead a
decent life. For the information of members
of the Committee, I will instance one case.
A very fine young fellow was captured in
Toowcomba just after the raid on the
Queensland Treasury notes in Sydney, and
the police discovered a certain number of
stolen notes on him. It was the opinion of
+he authorities that a larger number of notes
were hidden by him. The prison officials
failed to melt him, and they asked me if
1 would do what I could. I went over and
saw him by myself, and I succeeded. in
softening him. He was very hard at first,
but the result of my interview was that he
disclosed to me where this plant of Treasury
notes was. It was in a hotel bedroom in
Toowoomba, where he had been captured,
and underncath the washstand. He had
fustened the packet of notes there, and there
they had been for months. When he gave
me the information, I advised the Criminal
Investigation Department to make an inves-
tigation, which they did, and found the
packet of notes under the washstand in the
hotel as described by the prisoner. He was
a very fine young man. He had been a sea-
man, and then a wharf lumper in New South
Wales, and there was in him fitting material
for reformation. I told him that if he would
learn a trade, and his conduct was entirely
satisfactory, I would recommend a remission
of sentence. He learnt carpentering, then
joinery, and then cabinet-making, becoming

an cxpert tradesman in these trades, and
his conduct was of the very best. I recom-
mended a remission of his sentence. We

bought him a kit of tools at a cost of some-
thing like £30, and gave him a free passage
to where he wanted to go. I heard after-
wards that he had made a great success of
things, was leading a good honest life, and
working as a first-class tradesman. T realise
that tnat is part of the work of our trade
instructor. I am not saying that it was only
under my particular administration that this
accurred, because it has been the policy of
the Home Department under the administra-
tion of whatever political party, and it is
evidence of what can be done in the way of
reclamation of prisoners.

When I went to the Home Department,
being a member of the legal profession, I
naturally knew that in every case in which
a remission was asked for, the opinion of
the Supreme Court justice should be
requested as to whether such a remission
should be given. I extended that practice
and got a similar opinion from the judges
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of the District Courts, and I went even
further and obtained opinions from stipen-
diary magistrates, so that on every occasion
when a remission was considered we had
the opinion of either the justice of the
Supreme Court, District Court judge, or of
the stipendiary magistrate who had dealt
with the case. I only know of one ihstance
where a justice of the Supreme Court—the
late Sir Pope Cooper, the then Chief Justice
—was opposed to the application for a
remission. It was the case of a young man,
it being his first offence. He had been
guilty of arson, but his conduct was very
»xemplary, and a reputable firm in Sydneg
were prepared to start him again in business
if a remission was granted. I saw the Chief
Justice, but he was opposed to anv remission
being granted. I was satisfied that it was
a case in which the Executive might well
intervene. The late Sir William MacGregor.
who was then Governor of Queensland, pre-
sideq at the meeting of the ¥xecutive
Council at which I brought the matter up
for discussion. I asked Sir William Mac-
Gregor. in view of the opposition of the
Chief Justice to any remission being given,
what was his opinion, having regard to the
circumstances, and he agreed with me, and
a remission was given. I have learned since
that this young man profited by the experi-
ence that he gained and is doing exceedingly
well under his new conditions. I simply
carried out the policy of the Home Depart-
ment. I regret the partisanship shown by
some hon. members opposite, who claim that
one particular party holding certain political
views has done more in this matter than
other Governments. That has been the
policy of the Home Department under both
Squatter and Liberal administrations. It is
a humane policy, and the desire is to assist
those who have fallen. Those are the lines
of policy on which I acted. During my
time there were special remissions given on
the accession of the Sovereign, which are
alwavs given. That has always been done,
and there are regulations authorising remis-
sions. The Home Secretary will bear me
out that he has a monthly list of net remis-
sions to act upon in accordance with the
Prison regulations. That was the policy
of the Home Department and the one which
I pursued and the policy which I believe 1s
carried out by the present occupant of the
office. .

I would like to give a meed of praise
to the attendants of the prisons, who carry
out their duties with a great deal of tact
and firmness and yet with kindness. My
experience of them, from the Comptroller-
General down to the junior warders, is that

their whole purpose is apparently

[3.30 pm.] to do the best they can to

restore those who are in their
charge to a decent mode of life. It 1= a
pleasure to me to know that, and I am sure
1t is also to the hon. gentleman in charge
of the department. This vote has somewhat
of a bearing on the police vote and the pro-
posal to increase the number of police, be-
cause the warders in the gaols have in their
charge some very dangerous criminals who
regard life lightly and if opportunity offered
would take not one life but more than one
life. That being so, it is only right that
the warders who have to risk their lives
should feel thai they have an adequate force
to call upon if necessity arose.

Under modern prison methods, evervthing
is done which tends to improve the

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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conditions of the prisoners in the hope of
reforming them. The system by which
bonuses are given to prisoners for good con-
duct, the tobacco ration, the lights provided
in the cells, the provision for reading matter
and allowing them to have photographs of
velatives in their cells—these and other
things all tend to improve their conditions.
In the old days a man who was once con-
victed was branded as an outcast—at any
rate there was that tendency—or as a man
who could not be admitted to society again,
and his conditions were of the worst. Under
the modern policy the whole idea is to
endeavour to surround the punishment—of
course, it is still a punishment—with all
those things which will help to bring him
back to a decent mode of life. That is the
pelicy which was carried out under my
regime, with the result I have already indi-
cated, that many a young man, who under
the old conditions would have been hope-
lessly lost, acquired a trade, entered into
decent life once more, and becamc a credit-
able man of society and an asset to the
community.

I will say this of the officers of the depart-
ment and the members of the police force,
that they have freely and voluntarily given
every assistance in such cases. They have
never done anything which would militate
against a prisoner upon his release and pre-
vent him pursuing a course of conduct to
improve his condition by which, though he
was released, he would he branded as an
ex-convict, They have given all the assist-
ance to the general object and the general
purpese, with the result that many men who
have gone into prison as criminals have
come out better equipped for the battle of
life than when they went to serve their
sentences.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswick): I would like
some information on this vote from the
Home Secretary, more particularly in con-
nection with the gratuities to discharged
prisoners. The sum of £450 is set down here
for that purpose, and I would like to know
if that is the total amount to be paid to all
the discharged prisoners, or if there are
other sums given to these men when they
leave the institution? I have read the report
by the Comptroller-General of Prisons, in
which he points out that the value of work
performed by the prisoners during the year
1923 amounted to £18,854 3s. 2d. He says
that is very encouraging. He goes on to
show that carpentry brought in £803, book-
binding £108, tailoring £3,550, bootmaking
£3,530, brushmaking £485, matmaking £142,
hatmaking £39, basket-making £19, and tin-
smithing £117. We are told that the tin-
smithing shop has been shifted from St.
Helena to Brisbane, and that the conduct
of the industrial undertakings of the prison
has been successful.

I was pleased to hear the hon. member for
Albert say that the time has gone when a
prisoner was looked upon as a social pariah
and was mnot fit to have intercourse with
ordinary individuals. There are some men
and women who have made slips, and they
have the right to be given a chance to
reform and get back into decent society and
civil life again, and every opportunity
should be given them to get back into that
life. It has been said that once a man gets
into the clutches of the Prisons Department
he is settled for life, as they have his photo-
graph, his finger prints, and know the shape
and make of him, and once he gets out of
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prison the eye of the authorities follows hine
continuously, and he does not get a chance.
I am glad to hear that that is not so. I
would like to know from the Home Secretary
if £450 is the total amount paid to prisoners
on leaving the prison, or is there some con-
sideration given to them to enable them to
start in some business or industry and thus
get a decent chance in life? We know that
that small sum would not go any distance
in helping the men who are discharged.
What is the use of turning a man adrift in
the streets of Brisbane or any other city
without making some provision to allow
him to get some employment? It is no use
giving him an opportunity to conduct a
trade if you do not give him the means to-
attain that end. I am glad to learn that
during the past few years the prison autho-
rities have instituted some reform with a
view to giving these men a better deal in
life. I am speaking mainly about the men,
because they constitute the greater number
of criminals, and they will be able to per-
form useful work if they can be reformed
and placed back in civil life. The report
goes on to show that quite a number of
prisoners have taken up trades or callings
and have become industrious while they were
in prison. It is only by kind, sympathetic
treatment that these men can be reclaimed’
and made good citizens of our State. That
is what we want. Every good citizen is an
asset, while every bad citizen and criminal
is a drag on the State. If we can only win
back to society one man a month from our
prisons, then we shall be doing a wonderful
work, and a work that will redound to the
credit of those in authority.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): The Home-
Secretary cannot ever be accused of being
unkind or ungenerous to those unfortunate
men and women who have fallen from
society., On more than one occasion I have
been to see the hon. gentleman about people
who have been inside the walls of prison.
I received consideration from him, and the
prisoners always received pretty generous
treatment. A good deal of discussion has
taken place from time to time in reference-
to our prisons, and I do object to hon.
members sitting opposite throwing out
insinuations which have tended to ecreate
an impression abroad that the Home Sec-
retary or previous occupants of that office
have allowed prisoners to be released from:
gaol who ought not to have been released.
Hon. members opposite have attempted to
create the Impression that we were either
friends of or in league with criminals, and
that conditions quite at variance with those-
obtaining when the hon. member for Albert
was Home Secretary now prevail. I am-
quite satisfied that no individual has been
released from prison since the present
Government came into power without due
thought having been given to all the sur-
roundings connected with the particular
case. Just as it has been the case that
people who have been in gaol and have
been released fall again, so it has happened
that some people wha have had their
sentences remitted have not made the best
use of their liberty. There is no doubt that
during the last twenty years a great change
has taken place in the ideas of society in
relation to prisoners. It 1is a well-known
fact that in days gone by offenders for:
trivial offences received more rigorous
sentences than those who committed more-
heinous crimes. It is also a well-known:
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#act that in older countries people who had
‘the misfortune to be arrested for drunken-
ness, obscene language, or common assault,
received fourteen days’ Imprisonment with
a diet of only bread and water. Those ideas
have passed, and not too soon. One indi-
vidual who served two years in prison some
two years ago put his ideas of prison life
dnto verse, which read—

““The vilest deeds, like poison weeds,
Bloom well in prison-air;
It is ouvly what is good in man
That wastes and withers there;
Pale Ainguish keeps the heavy gate,
And tie Warder is Despair.

“ We were as men who through a fen
Of filthy darkness grope:
We did not dare to breath a prayer,
Or give our anguish scope:
Something was dead in each of wus,
And what was dead was Hope.”

1t has been said that—
“ Hope springs eternal in the human
breast.”

1 think the result of the changes in prison
reform has been to prevent many unfor-
tunate people from losing their ideals and
ambitions because they happen to be put
in gaol. The desire for reform may be said
to cause prison detention to be of a reforma-
tive rather than a punitive character, and 1
think the reform has been of great advan-
‘tage. Some people say that we cannot re-
ferm those who are unfortunate enough to
be inmates of our prisons, but I do not
believe that, because quite a number have
been reformed, including many cases where
there appeared to be little or no hope.
‘There can be no doubt that quite a number
of people get into gaol very easily, and
sometimes very unexpectedly and for appar-
ently simple reasons. Men will do quite a
number of things when under the influence
of drink that they would not think of doing
when in their sane sober senses.

The hon. member for Albert said that it

was good for a man to be employed. It is,
but not on some things. Some incentive
should be given to the man to work. I am

sure it was not good to set men picking
oakum. That is not a very inspiring occu-
pation, and it would not tend to elevate a
man’s thoughts and ideas. I certainly
think that a man, say, at St. Helena, if he
is given work which he knows and is prac-
tically not interfered with, takes an interest
and pride in that work. It is most interest-
ing to watch something grow—much more
uplifting than chopping wood from morning
till night at Boggo Road. These idecas of
reform have grown in the minds of the
people, changes have taken place, and the
results have been very beneficial.

Everybody knows that, when the hon.
member for Albert was Home Secretary, he
instituted quite a number of reforms which
were beneficial and tended to help unfor-
tunate men to make a fresh start in life
when they got out of gaol. I know some
people talk sneeringly about pictures and
other benefits being granted to the inmates
of prisons, but I honestly believe the results
have justified those experiments. 1 do not
think for one moment that the last word
has been said on the question of prison
reform or that the last act has been per-
formed. New Zealand has been experi-
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menting for the last ten or fifteen years, and
it is well worth while pondering over some
of their results, and, if we can manage it
adopting some of their methods.

I shall quote from an article on prison
reformy in New Zealand from ¢ Stead’s
Review” for 15th August, 1924—

‘“ Farm COLONIES.

“In 1910 the Farm Colony system was
inaugurated, on an area of 1,250 acres,
afterwards increased to 1,750 acres.
This experiment proved so successful
that extensions soon followed. In 1914
the Paparua Farm Colony, near Christ-
church, was founded. Commencing with
700 acres, this has now an area of 9%
square miles. The land was originally
very poor—most of it an old river bed,
with 6 inches of soil overlying 30 feet
of barren shingle. The buildings and
other improvements are all the work of
the prisoners, and the value of a pro-
perty originally worth nothing is now
estimated at over £30,000. At present
150 prisoners are employed on this farm.
Another farm colony has also been estab-
lished at Waikeria, near Te Awamuto.”

In this connection they have not only found
these men work at useful occupations and ab
occupations that bring soms: revenue in, but
they give them something for their work.
They get a certain amount when they are
released, and the amounts now aggregate
about £5,000 per year. 8o you see that, while
not making a profit from the labour of these
men, they are doing somsething towards the
upkeep of the establishment in which they
are situated, and there is something for the
prisoners when they get outside to enable
them to make a fresh start. This articie
continues—

 Besides farming, open-air industries
are also engaged in by prisoncrs. Among
these are the building of roads and
bridges, sawmilling, quarrying, and brick-
making. The last 1s a permanent in-
dustry, equipped with a Hoffmann kiln
and modern machinery, and having an
annual sales income of .£20,000. The
quarry, at Auckland, is also carried on
with up-to-date appliances which, since
their installation, have increased the
former output six-fold.”

That would be all very well, and if it did not
go any further, it might be said it would ke
all right, but it does not go far enough. The
real question of reform of all prisoners is
“ Do the results justify us in going to the
expense of making the experiments?”’ The
results are put down, and in a recent report
the Comptroller-General states—

‘“Every able-bodied man now learns the
gospel of hard work, and under the honour
system, that is very gencrally applied on
our farms and works, he also lcarns self-
reliance and self-respect.”

If they are instilling into thess men the
principles of self-reliance and self-respect,
they are doing a very good work indeed. The
article continues—

“ Sir William Sowden, President of the
Adelaide Prison Reform Association,
who recently made a careful inquiry on
the spot into the New Zealand system,
stated three months ago, that ‘ during the
last ten vears in the Dominion the pro-
portion of criminals in the population has
decreased by almost exactly one-half.” ”

That is really the result of the system, and I

Mr. Winstanley.]
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think that result is a recommendation of the
system, and justifies what has been done. If
during the next ten years by a system like
that w2 could reduce our eriminal population
by exactly one-half, we would be doing a very
fine thing indeed. I believe it has been
reduced, and it will be further reduced when
we are in a position to make this further
expenditure. This article goes on to say—
““The New Zealand prison system is
attracting attention in other States, as
well as South Australia. In Tasmania,
the Government is about to start an exten-
sive system of prison reform, and it was
reported about two months ago that the
Attorney-G-neral, Mr. Ogilvie, intended
making a pﬂrsonal and thorough investi-
gation of the New Zealand system, with
a view to its introduction into his own
State.”

I should like to suggest that, if the IHome
Secretary can at all manage it, he should go
over to New Zealand and have a look at the
places established there, and ses if something
cannot_he done in that direction in Queens-
land. We know quite well that it will require
some little outlay in the first instance, but it
is a well-known fact that some of the establish-
wents we have at present are not up-to-dats,
arsd while @« number of improvements have
be'n made, and a lot of changes have taken
placo in the right direction, I am confident
that being (OOpOd up 1n51de four walls, and
thon placed inside cells, is not uphftlng or
likely to roform the p11=on(‘1a As a result of
the changes taking place in this direction, the
gaol In Envldnd of which the lines were
written, is  at the present time being
demollbhcd, as the prison authorities recognise
that the building was unsuited to the pur-
pos>. It is a well-known fact that one of the
difficulties people have who are unfortunate
enough to find themselves in gaol is to get a
start when they get out. Hundleds of men,
after having seued their sentences, if they
were given a fair chance or a reasonable
opportunity, would endeavour to make good.
The hon. member for Ipswich pointed out
that when they got outside again, they were
practically branded, and found very great
dlfhcultv in getting a footing on the ladder
again. A number of prisoners have passed
thmugh these farm colonies in New Zealand,
and afrer staying there a little while and
doing some work there, they have been found
employment in the Countly where there are
none of the temptations that faced them
previously. The same may be said of the
William Powell Home in Brisbane.

In a very large number of instances they
are making nood and showing that when
they get an oppmtunlty they can achieve the
very best results from the opportunities
which are given them. It is unfortunate
that in highly civilised societies the con-
ditions of life should make it so difficult for
people to do the right thing and keep on the
straight and narrow path; but that is the
position, and I think the least we can do is
to try and help prisoners when they have
finished their sentences. An opportunity
should be given to enable them to recover
their positions, and to live honest, useful,
and industliom lives. When the Govern-
ment are in a financial position to do so.
they should take steps to establish farm
settlements, where prisoners would be given
a better chance. There is no lack of land
for that purpose, as there are 101 places in
Gueensland where such a farm could be
established when funds are available.
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Places like Boggo Road Gaol, Stewart’s
Creek Gaol, and other similar places, which
have been built with big high walls around
them, should be abandoned, and the prisoners
allowed to be out in the open air, where
something can be done to rchabilitate them
and enable them to go back into the social
life which they formerly enjoved. By doing
that, we shall not only be helping the men
themselves but helping the community a+ a
whole, because the fewer people of this kind
there are to be looked after in our gaols the
better it will be. It takes a large amount
of money to support these penal establish-
ments. As far as possible these institutions
should be made self-supporting, and an
opportunity given to the inmates to get back
to upright conditions of life.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumbe): 1 feel cer-
tain that we do not approach the matter of
the welfare of prisoners in the proper spirit.
The lecture delivered by the Chief Justice
vecently was nearer the mark than anything
1 have yet heard. The mentality of prisoners
is a big factor which should be taken ‘into
consideration, and until we approach the

matter from that point of view I think we
are not going to get a solution of the diffi-
culty in regard to the treatment of prisoners.
I think that most of these problems can only
be solved by a process of evolution. Twenty
vears ago we would not have seen things as
they are to-day from the moral, social, and
political  standpoint. The times have
changed greatly, but we still mete out the
same punishment to prisoners. A prisoner
should be placed out of reach of doing
further harm; his sentence should not be
looked upon as a punishment. The putting
of a man inside four walls. cooping him up

in a cell, does serious injury to him, and
almost makes it impossible _for him to
reform. 1 do not think it would be possible

to do anything that would brand him more
deeply. It is an admirable practice for the
police to keep a strict supervision over these
men and keep track of them, and it is their
duty to do so, but it does not alter the fact
that our system is wrong.

At 4 pm.,

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich),
of Temporary Chairmen,
man in the chair.

Mr. WARREN: My own opinion is that
we should have a farm to put first offenders
on. When our soldiers began to come back
{from the front we were unfortunately faced
with the problem presented by a_very small
percentage of them who got into prison
through war disabilities or otherwise, and at
one of the meetings of the Council of the
Retarned Soldiers and Sailors’ Imperial
League a resolution was passed asking the
Government to start a farm on which to
put these men. In a very small way that
was tried—not in a comprehensive way at
all—and I would like to see that farm
system tried for prisoners, at any rate for
first offenders. These men should not be

one of the panel
relieved the Chair-

turned out of gaol penniless. They are
almost penniless when they leave our
prisons; the few pounds that they have are

not sufficient to start them in life again. 1
do not inean to say that our prison system is
not the best that we can do under the
circumstances ; other countries are doing much
worse than Australia, but I do think that
we should try to help the prisoners sufficiently
to enable them to make a fresh start. So
long as a man is making good or appears
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o have the desire to make good, he should
receive something which, although not 1n
the nature of compensation for his deten-
tion, nevertheless would help him to accu-
mulate sufficient to start in life afteryvards.
Because a man happens to make a mistake,
that is no reason why his life should b’o
damned for ever afterwards. A man’s
chances are very small after he has been
in prison, but, if he were sent to a farm
where the discipline of the prison would
not be so strong upon him and he came into
contact with nature, there would be more
chance that his. good natural instincts would
come to life. One must admit that such a
man would have a better chance to make
good in the country than in- the city, be-
cause, although we must admit that city
life offers more chance of amusement and
pleasure, the temptations there arve also
greater. If a man were sent out from a
form without so much of the stigma of a
prison upon him as he would bear if he
came out of a gaol, he would have a much
better chance, and I think it is up to us as
free people to give him that chance. There
would be a very big compensating gain_to
the State. As the hon. member who has
just resumed his seat said, if we can reduce
the amount of crime, we shall add a big
assot to the State. I believe that all our
prison officials and all ‘the officers of the
department, from the Home Secretary down,
are honestly and sincerely desirous of carry-
ing out a reforming policy in our prisons.
They know what their object is, and I give
them credit for having it, but I think that
for financial reasons they have not explored
to the limit the avenues open to them in
matters of this description. I know, for
instance, that years ago in New Zealand
they sent their prisoners out on reafforesta-
tion work, and I should like to see some-
thing here which would so improve them
that, when they came out, they would not
have to go back to the old methods of steal-
ing or other crime. After all, I am of
opinion—and I believe that the prison
officials will bear me out—that most prisoners
are lazy people—people who will not work
or do not want to work.

If they were sent on to a farm and were
taught to work—there is no place in the
world where a person can do more work
than on a farm, and there is no better place
in the world where a man can take to work
than on a farm—they could accumulate a
certain amount of money—not a mere pit-
tance, but something substantial—and, if the
farm was conducted in a proper way, it
could be made a payable proposition. We
have millions of acres of land that could
be opened up, and they could be given a
start. The prisoners could be converted
from criminals to highly-respectable pro-
ducers, and such a scheme would be well
worth trying. The Government could under-
take the employment of prisoners on re-
afforestation work. In sending men out to
do this work they are given a certain amount
of liberty; but why should they not have

that liberty? If they break faith, they
become criminals in a double sense. The
men engaged in reafforestation in New

Zealand were trusted to a great extent. I
made thorough inquiries and found that to
be the case; and where you give men a
certain amount of trust—even prisoners—
they will think seriously before committing
a breach of that trust. I have been in
charge of prisoners in Egypt, and we used
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to let a lot of the prisoners out.
was a breach of the ryles. I am saying
that to-day, and my colonel is present,
They were often let out, and they went away
and came back as docile as lambs. I believe
that, if liberty was extended under such
circumstances—not on the sly, but openly—
great benefits would accrue. My suggestion
13 worthy of consideration, and, if such a
farm were established, it would be a centre
of education for a certain class of people
who would be a real asset to the State. I
would like to say a few words about State
children.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. gentleman will not be in order
in discussing State children on this vote.

Mr. WARREN: I do not make any com-
plaint against the present prison system, but
[ consider it could be remodelled to a great
extent so as to reform many of the prisoners.

Mr. KELSO (Yunda?): The salary of the
superintendent of St. Helena penal estab-
lishment last year was set down at £475 per
anpum, and this year the salary is £365 per
annum. I suppose that has something to do
with the classification of the position.

The Hove SecreTarY: The former superin-
tendent died. The Government had kept the
salary up to the previous high standard,
although the prison had gone back in classi-
fication, but the new superintendent is now
paid according to. the classification of the
position.

My, KELSO: I want to discuss the desira-
bility of retaining St. Helena as a penal
establishment. From time to time this
matter is brought up and it has been venti-
lated in the Press, but nothing has been
done, the assumption apparently being that
the Government are satisfied that the best
place for such an establishment is at St.
Helena. What is the effect on visitors com-
ing into Brisbane by steamer? If they have
any friends on board and the beauties of the
bay are being pointed out to them, they are
immediately attracted by a lovely island, and
they say, “ What place is that?” and the
Brisbaneite has to tell them, with shame.
that it is the penal establishment of St.
Helena.

The HOME SECRETARY : With shame?

Mr. BEDFORD: Would you put the island
up country so that it could not be seen?

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman is
always saying some nonsensical thing.

Mr. BEDFORD: What is your objection?

Mr. KELSO: Does the hon. gentleman
really think that I would be such a fool as
to suggest that an island should be placed
inland ?

Mr. BEDFORD: Yes.

Mr. KELSO: I think the hon. gentleman

I know it

is only wasting his time here; he 1s not
going to pull my leg like that. I am dis-
cussing this matter seriously.  Visitors

coming here are not at all impressed with
the fact that we put our prisoners on ofie of
the most beautiful islands in the Bay. What
are the possibilities if the prison was
removed to the mainland? I believe that
from time to time suggestions have been
made to take the prisoners inland. It will
be found that the prisons in the Southern
States have been established inland, and
that the system works well. It has been
«aid that greater facilities for escape would
be offered to the prisoners if the prison

Mr, Kelso.]
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were removed inland, The same thing
might be said about Boggo-road, but oppor-
tunities for escape do not arise there. Pre-
cautions could be taken so that the prisoners
could be kept in safety wherever the prison
was established. If St. Helena were con-
verted into a health resort, it would make
one of the finest health resorts about Bris-
bane. The people of Brisbane are very
proud of Redecliffe as a health resort, but
there is not the slightest doubt that, if the
Government decided to cut St. Helena up
into building allotments and offered them at
auction even wunder the perpetual lease
system, every one of them would be taken
up and a very large number of people would
go down to St. Helena in the summer time
to enjoy their holidays there. I would like
the Home Secretary to state whether this
matter has had the consideration of the
Cabinet. If it has not, I would urge the
hon. gentleman to consider my suggestion
to transfer the prison to the mainland in
the interests of the good name of the people
of Brisbane and the State, and at the same
tizne provide an extra seaside resort for
the people of Brisbane.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): Any
time that is spent in discussing this vote is
well spent. I am afraid that the importance
of trring to help those unfortunates who
have been in prison and are down and out
is not fully realised by the community.
Very often a man who is known to some of
us is sent to prison. When he is released
the sympathy he receives very largely is a
sympathy which is not very practical. The
average citizen does not like to take the
responsibility of giving relief to a man who
needs it at a very critical time. There is
no question that, when a man has been in
prison and is released, if his imprisonment
has done any good for him at all, he feels
very sorry. If he is very sorry for what he
has done, he realises what a tremendous
load he has got to carry to make a fresh
start in life again. Hon. members would
not be disposed to regard a man who has
been in prison as a very welcome visitor if,
on his release, he came to their home. They
would be disposed to let somebody else have
the care of him. No one would hesitate to
help him in the direction of giving him
temporary assistance, but that does not count
for very much. It does seem to me, there-
fore, that there is something wanting in
our system in that regard. I am quite
prepared to admit that some men who come
out of prison have so much evil in them that
they have not much chance of making good.
There are, however, other men who, when
they come out, try bravely to do better,
but very often find that everything is up
against them, with the result that they
unfortunately drift again into bad habits.
Never let us forget that it is not an easy
thing to try and fight an uphill battle. It
is all right when everybody is with you and
applauding you, but, when you are fighting
an udphill battle with an empty pocket and
very little else, it is @ hard task, and it
takes a very strong man to overcome it.

Tt is a proper thing that, when men come
out of gaol, there should be someone to take
them by the hand and assist them to start
again. That is absolutely the best thing
that can be done for them. Anything that
can be done in that direction from time to
time should be done by this Committee.

1 liked a suggestion that was made to-day,
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although I recognise that it may be abused,
but even if it were abused I think it would
be better to help one man to make good
even at the risk of making a few mistakes.
I think it would be better to give dis-
charged men some monetary assistance to
put them on their feet and give them a
fresh start.

I want to pay a special tribute this after-
noon to the provision which was made some
time ago, and which has been in existence
for some years—the provision of allowing
men to learn trades while in prison. If you
give a man a trade you are giving him some-
thing that will be of very material assistance
when he gets out. I was very delighted to
hear the ex-Home Secretary, the hon. mem-
ber for Albert, make his explanation with
regard to the assistance given to men when
they were released. If a man has a trade,
and is prepared to work, if you give him
the necessary tools you are giving him the
opportunity of starting a new course—a great
advantage to him, .

Before sitting down I want to ask one
question in connection with the administra-
tion of our gaols. I quite recognise, with
other hon. members, that the country is very
much indebted to the men who are in charge
of these institutions. From my own know-
ledge 1 know how well they have done their
work. It is a very difficult task to control
bodies of different types of men and women.
The point I want to raise most particularly
is whether the ¢ look-out’” men have been
re-established. I know at one time they
were abolished.

The Howume
again.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am sure their
absence must have made the task of the gaol
officials more difficult, and I am very glad
to know that the management of the gaol
have been relieved in that regard. 1 can
quite understand that in the absence of the
“look-out” men there must have been a
great deal of embarrassment on the part of
the management.

1 am quite sure that every hon. member
of the Committee feels that an obligation
rests upon him to do everything possible to
assist, . Justly and rightly, the man who has
been in prison and who has been released.
The object of the Administration should be,
not to make it difficult for a man starting a
new career, but to make that task as easy
as possible,

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego) : Sentiment and
pious aspiration have not done much in the
past in the way of prison reform, but it is an
excellent thing to congratulate ourselves on
that the greater tolerance and the better
understanding of human nature have resulted
generally in a lower crime rate, considering
the increase in population, all over Australia,
even taking into account the fact that post-
war crime has rather increased than decreased
the ratio. The following table gives the
number of convictions for serious offences in
the different States:—

SECRETARY : They are back

1917. 1921.
New South Wales 5499 8057
Vicioria ... 2830 3719
Quecnsland 1403 1747

The proportion of the convictions for serious
offences per 10,000 of the population was—

1917, 1921.
New South Wales ... 28.99 38.22
Victoria .. 20 34.2
Queensland 20.5 22.8
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A good deal of the general decrrase of crime
may be attributed to the fact that ferocious
sentences for offences against property are not
inflicted as they used to be. We are
gradually beglnmnn to sce that th- best that
can be done in the majority of cases is to
inflict a short sentence, for two or three
months’ imprisonm:nt is reformative. After
that, you only Quccced in making the man a
confirmed criminal, because so adaptable is
human nature that in four or five years he can
learn to be quite satisfied with his surround-
ings, in which case he inevitably drifts back
to the gaol from which he has been dis-
charged. All the development and improve-
ment in the knowledge of the world is n the
direction of wiping out imprisonment as far
as possible within four walls, and substituting
conviet farms. The Bilibid Prison, in
Mamla, for instance, is one of the most
advanced prisons in the world. It is
immeasurably better than any prizon in
America, because, strangely enough, the
Americans In administering Empire gave
much greater and more humane and tolerant
attention to the conditions appertaining to a
very ignorant convict system than happens
in the case of the United States itself. In
the Bilibid Prison the death rate prior to
the Americans taking charge was the highest
in the world. It is now the lowest, and it is
the only place where a prisoner about to be
discharged finds employers in competition for
his services, because the training has becn

r:cognised to be so excellent that a prisoner
is considered to be an employee worth com-
peting for. The main position in regard to
crime is that in the case of the grown-up or
confirmed criminal there is little chance of
being able to actually reform. A better thing
than cure is prevention, and the preventlon
of crowded prisons in the future is the proper
handling of the child of to-day, and the dis-
couragement of misfits or unfits to breed.

A more advanced age than our own,
while going in for war and sacrificing the
best physu‘xlly in the community, may be so
maudiin over its respect for human life that
it will allow to live and even give short
sentences to people convicted of violent and
criminal attacks on children. I say that in
the more enlightened times to come, for the
benefit of the race the homo-sexual and sex
pervert will be wiped out. There are people
whose form of insanity is not sufficient to
put them into an asylum—because there are
many of these criminals whose nervous con-
dition connotes no actual injury to brain, and
where the trouble is far more psychological
than it is cerebral—and in every advanced
penology in the world prisoners are partially
under the control of a medical man highly
versed as a psychologist. In mnearly every
case—except such as a youth making one
mistake and being punished over it—there is
a suggestion of insanity on the part of the
criminal who decides that it is good enough
to take up arms against society and think
that he will win out on that game. The
whole condition, then, of reform is based
on the fact thab erime cannot be cured by
the lash, or by the gallows, or by long terms
of imprisonment. As the Home Secretary
said the other day, it is a fact that the best
man makes the worst prisoner and the worst
man makes the best prisoner, because he is
more adaptable, recognising quickly that
anything good that can come to him in the
way of remission or better treatment can
only be got by knuckling down to authority.
During the last few years there have been
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convicts in the Queensland gaols sentenced
{or attacks of sexual perversion on children,
and more recently they have been increas-
ingly prevalent. In the case of one beast
sontenced in New South Wales to three
years’ imprisonment for the murder under
horrible conditions of a child of five years
of age, the judge was wanting in not having
given him a life sentence and insisting that
not one day of the sentence should be re-
mitted. I remember that the first man I
saw hanged—in Ballarat—was one of these
homo-sexuals who had been convicted in the
first case of a criminal assault on a child
and given six months’ imprisonment. He
had only been out two days when he was in
again on a similar charge. That time he
get ten years and two floggings. Incident-
ally he proved that the law did not know
as much about the matter as he did, because
he was only out three days before he had
another two cases to his debit, and that time
he was hanged. Here were three children
who could have been saved if that man
had been sentenced in the first instance to
imprisonment for life, with tremendous care
that in not one hour of his life should he
ever be given freedom again. Vet the other
day in Brisbane, in a case in which there
was no doubt that the man was guilty, a
jndge permitted him to be let off with three
months’ imprisonment on the reduction of
the charge to common assault. Subsequently,
a man was sentenced by the same magistrate
to six months’ imprisonment for the grossest
form of exhibitionism, although it was shown
that he had six previous convictions. These
are cases which should be rigidly dealt with
for the benefit of the children of our
country. There is at least one case which
I have mentioned, in which a man should
never again see the light of day. If this
ceuntry - cannot be kmdly and decent to its
children and exercise over them a tremen-
dously more watchful care than it does, it
1s a country not worthy of its name. “We
need to reduce the number of criminals in
future by increasing and bettering the con-
ditions of the parents of present-day children
who are now growing up. That will be
attained by the better conditions for which
this party have always stood. The other
day, for instance, it was stated to be one
of the intentions of this Government to
enact a 44-hour week during this session.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order !
The hon. member will not be in order in
discussing that maftter.

Mr. BEDFORD: I only allude to it in
passing. A bishop—of course, imported—
said that the old pioneers of this country did
not have a 44-hour week, and he was
applauded in the ¢ Daily Telegraph ”’ which
gives bad service itself, as will be Observe.
from the fact that nearly all its news
columns are headed with the apology, ¢ All
thls appeared in our columns of yesterday

r. KELso: What about the ¢ Standard ?”’

Mr. BEDFORD: They do it, too, but nov
to the same extent.

Mr. Kerso: They do it, all the same.
[4.30 p.m.]

Mr. BEDFORD : The prisons of the future
will be filled or emptied according to the
way in which present-day Governments
decide on the training and education of the

children who will or will not be the priscners
of the days to come. All over the world the

Mr. Bedford.]
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tendency is to a greater kindness and a
bigger understanding. In most cases it will
be found that the problems surrounding
crime—or such wilful perversions that they
are incurable—are rewarded by either too
slight punishments or punishments based ¢n
a very rudimentary knowledge of psvchology.

Question put and passed.

STATE CHILDREN.

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbanc): I beg
to move—
“ That £194,297 be granted for ° State

Children.” ”

‘Hon. members will notice that the vote
shows a nect increase of £1,982, lergely
accounted for by increases to the staff in the
hcad office and the Diamantina receiving
depét and infants’ home, an increase in the
provision for boarding- out in the Southern
Division of £1,000, in the Central Division
of £1,000, and in ‘the Northern Division of
£200. There are also increases in the sums
required for the maintenance of inmates at
the industrial and reformatory schools at
Toowong of £150; Wooloowin, of £30; and
Yeronga, of £180. Those are the main
alterations in the vote, and, if any further
information is desired by hon. members, I
shall be pleased to afford it.

Mr. KERR: (Enoggera): The Direcior of
State Children is peculiarly fitted for his
position, and is thoroughly imbued with the

fundamental principle of giving the very
best services to the children. and therefore
to the State. At the same time, I do not

think it is fair that the Governm~nr should
retain in olte position at the same salary a
man who is peculiarly suitable for a job
merely because of that fact. He should not
be retained in that position indefinitely, and
I think that the Public Service Commissioner
would be well advised to consider his case.

In 1911 we passed a State Children Act,
which was a consclidation and amendment
of the law existing at that time regarding
State children. To my mind, a better term
than ¢ State children” could be applied to
shildren living with their mothers and yet
the subject of State aid. I would like to
point out that the Commonwealth in cases
where children reccive allowances des.ribes
themn under the term ‘‘ neglected children”
in its statistical returns, and I think another
term than the one adopted here would not
cast upon them the stigma which may exist—
I do not say it does exist—under present
conditions,

In that category I think there arc about
5,000 children, and Qucensland could very
well ﬂdopt another term than *° State chil-
dren,” and still grant them the usual allow-
ance. In every case the children are not
boarded out, but are in homes which are the
only natural homes they know in this world.
I would like to know what is the pobiey of
the Government with regard to foster-
mothers. There seems to be some rivalry
between foster-mothers and various institu-
tions in securing State c‘uldmn and it is
time that Parliament took into considera-
tion the question of whether it is better for
children to be let out to foster-mothers or
whether it is better for them to be cooped
up in institutions. We in Australia rcalise
more than those in any other country in the
world that the home life of the child has an
important bearing upon nationhood. It 1s
regrettable that we have somewhere in

[Mr. Bedford.
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the vicinity of 500 or 600 children being
educated in Institutions, seeing they have
very little opportunity of coming out into
the world and seeing anything outside the
particular institution. I have in mind two
institutions, one having over 200 children,
and another with 300. It appears to me that
every attempt is not being made by the
(Government to give effect to the policy of
arranging for foster-mothers to take these
children.

Mr. FarmeLL: Does the hon. gentleman
think that they are not well cared for in
those institutions?

Mr. KERR: I do not know. I am not
making any¥ complaint in connection with
that matter. .

Mr. Farmern: Take Meteor Park Orphan-
age, where the children are under the con-
trol of the Sisters of Mercy.

Mr. KERR: That is one institution thay
I have in mind with 200 or 300 children. I
am not complaining about the attention
given to those children, but there is some
rivalry in this matter. It seems a sad coi-
mentary that in Queensland we cannot place
the children in private homes. REverybody
will agree that in institutions the indivi-
duality of the child is lost, and that the
child is losing a good deal in life through
being confined In institutions. I have so«n
children in other parts of the world, and I
contend that home life in Australia is a
very dominating factor from many pomt: of
view. am not speaking of refractory
schools, but of the ordinary institutions, and
it is for Parliament or the Government to
devise some scheme to obviate any rivalry
between foster-mothers and institutions.
If there is any difficulty in securing
a sufficient number of foster-mothers, then
the Government can be definitely blamed
for not doing the right thing in that regard.
The institutional life to a child in Queens
land 1s one of the most unnatural things I
know of. They have no mothers, they have
no home comforts, they have no schoolmates,
and they have not the freedom in the insti-
tution that they would have in home life.

At 4.38 p.m.,
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr., KERR: I want to (omp'ne the «ilow-
ances made to foster-mothers in Queensiand
with the allowances made in other States. I
know that there is a difficuity in getiing
foster-mothers to take the orphan children,
but that difficulty exists not only in Queem»
land but in every other State in Australia.
[ venture to say that the Government in this
State are practically the only Government
i Australia that have not handled this
situation as it should have been handied.
The allowance made in New South Wales
to foster-mothers for a child of twelve
months is 16s., while in Queensland it is
only 10s. The allowance paid in New South
W ales is therefore 50 per cent. higher than
is paid in Queensland, where a Labour
Government is in power.

Mr. GrLepsoN: What
Wales allow the natural

Mr. KERR : 9s. or 10s.,
of natural mothers.

Mr. GLEDSON: We are. We say thet the
natural mother is entitled to as great an
allowance as the foster-mother.

Mr. KERR: I am not raising that point.
The issuc that I have raised is that the foster

does New South
mother?

but I am not talking
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mother in Queensland receives an allowance
less than the foster-mother in New South
Wales. I want to know why that discrimina-
tion has been made. I know perfectly well
that the Government were responsible for the
payment of a certain allowance to the natural
mother. An cxemption of £40 a year 1is
allowed for each child under our income tax
law, but the Government only provide an
allowance of £26 a year, irrespective of
whether it is a foster or natural mother. 1
am, however, dealing particularly with the
foster-mother. The allowances paid to foster-
mothers by the various States are—

Children under Twelve Months.
Per Week,

s. d.
Queensland . .. 10 ¢
New South Wales ... o150
Victoria .. 11 5
South Australia 11 0
Western Australia ... 11 0to15 0

An allowance of 12s. per week is paid in
Tasmania to foster-mothers for all children
under two years of age. It appears to me that
Queensland has not done sufficient In its pay-
ment to foster-mothers, or in making search
to secure foster-mothers for orphan children
in preference to congregating 500 or 600 cf
them in an institution. The orphans would
be better off in comfortable homes in charge
of foster-mothers. Dormitory life is not the
very best for our orphan children. If there
is a scarcity of foster-mothers, the Govern-
ment might remedy the pos1t10n by increasing
the allowance. I would ask the Home Secre-
tary to give close consideration to the sugges-
tion I have made. I come in contact a good
cleal with this matter one way and another,
and I am quite satisfied that an institutional
life does not give the same satisfaction as life
with a foster-mother where the credentials are
in _order. I do not wish to say that the
children in institutions are not receiving excel-
lent treatment; I feel sure they are; but
everything dnpends on the young life of our
Stato, and we should do melythmu possible
to improve the conditions of that young life.

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbane): 1 pro-
mise the hon. member for Enoggera that the
representations made by him will be fully
considered.

Question put and passed.

STEAMER ‘‘ OTTER.”
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): 1 beg to move—

*“ That £5,315 be granted for ¢ Steamer
¢ Otter.” ”

Question put and passed.

MISCELLANEQUS SERVICES,
Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbane): I beg to
move—
““ That £31,800 be granted for * Miscel-
laneous Services.” ”

Hon. members will see that there is a reduc-
tion in the vote this year, largely due to the
fact that there have been no polls under the
Tiiquor Act.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported progress, and asked leave to sit again.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at 4.50 p.m.

Questions.
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