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FRIDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree) 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on tho table, 

and ordered to be printed:-
Report from the Engineer for Harbours 

and Rivers for the vear ended 30th 
June, 1924. • 

Fourth report on the creation, inscription, 
and issu0 of Governn1ent inscrihed 
stock under the provisions of '' The 
Government Inscribed Stock Acts, 1920 
to 1921." 

Fortieth report on the creation, inscrin­
tion, and issue of stock under the 
provisions of '· The Queensland Stock 
Inscription Act." 

Report of the Chief Inspector of 
Machinery, Scaffolding, and Weights 
and Measures for the year ended 30th 
June, 1924. 

QL:ESTIONS. 

STATE DRHJGHT STALLIONS. 

Mr. DEACON (Curminglwm) asked the 
SecrNarv for Agriculture-

" 1. Ho\Y rnany 1nares were serYed 0:, 
each Stat draught stallion during last 
season? 

"2. What was the total amount received 
in fees for service on account of each 
stallion? 

"3. What was the expenditure on each 
stallion for the sPason I 

" 4. What is the total expenditure to 
date, including cost of purchase and kee[J, 
to 1st September this year? 

" 5. In what districts will the stallimJs 
b0 located this season?" 

Th ·SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORK::< 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) for th<> 
SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE (Hon. 
W. ;\;. Gillies, Eacham), replied-

"1. Baron Ag·ain 
Bold Wvllie 
Fabric'~·Heir 
GPneral Wallacc 
Glen alia 
Premier Again 

Total number 

'' 2. Baron Again 
Bold \Vccllie 
Fabric's H-eir 
General Wallace 
G lenalla 
Premier .._\gain 

Number of ~Iar -· 
46 
60 
59 
57 
57 
54 

333 
£ s. rl. 
96 12 0 

126 0 0 
123 18 0 
119 14 0 
119 14 0 
113 8 () 

.£699 6 0 

" 3. Total cost of stallions for season 
was .£1,264 Os. 6d., which giws an a\'erage 
of £210 for earh stallion. 

" 4. Total payments to date, including 
pnrchase, all charges, and keep to 1st 
S, ptembcr this year-£4,979 19s. 

"5. No definjte answer can yet be giYen. 
Th0 inspection of mares for the service of 
which application has been received has 
not } .•t been completed, and the result of 
that inspection may alter districts pro 
\ isional1y arranged." 

RELIEF OF SuPPOSED SuRVIVORS OF R.s. 
"DOUGLAS MAWSON.'' 

J\1r. RIORDAN (liurke), without notice. 
asked the Premier-

" In vi"'w of the Press reports regarding 
the 'Douglas J\1awson' survivor·, and 
seeing that it is alleged that the two 
women who are supposed tn be held by 
the blacks were seen a Wl'·-·k ago, does h~~· 
think it is now possible to do anyth in 'I 
in the direction suggested b_,- the hon. 
member for Cook and myself in preYious 
interviews v:ith him on the matter." 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore. 
Ohillagoc) replied-

" The hon. member for Burke ;•nd the 
·hon. member for Cook waited upon m•, 
somr tin1:: ago in connecti-on ·with thi;;;; 
matter. and asked that some relief shouid 
he sent to Normanton, the localit:; in 
,,-hich the 'Douglas Mawson ' was sup­
posed to have been wrecked. At that 
time it was stated that the Go'\'c,rnment 



640 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

had no Yessel availabk, and no Yessel 
CDuld be hired suitabl·r for desprrtch on 
such a vo,agr. The only n•ssols •wailable 
were n1otor launches of YPry small 
capacity. The Commom\·oalth . Govern· 
n1ent, having the rnajor rt"-,ponsibibty, s·~P­
ing that the survivors wore supposed to 
be in their torri tory, s0nt a relief part, , 
but, unfortunately, a considerrrble time 
clapsod before it w~s despatched. The 
relief partv are now in the district in 
which the survivors are suppo' ·d to be, 
and not much can be dorw from here to 
assist them. If it wore necessary to send 
further relief, it is pDssible that arrange­
ments could be made with Thursdav 
Island, or perhaps the CommonwC'altn 
Government could ·d<·spatch one of then 

arships which is somewhere north of 
Cairns." 

~lr. CORSER (Burnett), without notice, 
asked the hon. membT for :'i'undah~ 

"1. Is it a fact that certain ladi~s 
apprDachod him yesterday with regard 
to some action being take11 in the 
interest of the women wr. eked from th{· 
' Douglas Mawson' and \vho are TIO\Y. 

supposed to be in the hands of the 
blacks? 

" 2. What action did the hon. gentle­
man take?" 

::l.ir. KELSO (Xundah) replied~ 
" I was approached by a certain num­

ber of ladies whose minds were consider­
ably exorcised by the statement in the 
Press yesterday with reference to the 
unfortuna tP women in the hands of the 
blacks. I had an interview with the 
Premier C'Osterday and placed the matter 
before him, and he agreed to meet a 
deputation Df ladieo; a.t 11 o'clock this 
morning in order that they might dis­
cuss the matter with him and place cer­
tain suggestions before him for considera. 
Jion." 

SUPPLY. 

REsu~rPTION oF CoMMITTEE~FouRTH ALLOTTED 
DAY. 

(Jfr. l'ollock, GTPgory, in the chair.) 

Ho~IE SECRETARY's DEPART:MEl'iT. 

OUTDOOR RELIEF. 

QuestiDn stated-
" That £29,lb6 be granted for ' Out­

door relief.' '' 

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood): When the 
House adjDurned yesterday I was drawing 
attention to the differentiation in treatment 
between agriculturists and .,wagmen when 
applying for relief. I hope, Mr. Pollock, 
that yDu will bear with me while I make the 
suggestion that hon. members to-day should 
consider this Chamber as a church. In a 
church there are very few interjections, and 
the truth that is told, whether it be uttered 
bv a politician or a clergyman, should have 
tl1e re~pect that it justly deserves. It is 
necessary to place a certain amount of money 
Dn tbe Estimates to relieve those people who 
are unemployed or not able to work, or who 
have been unfortunate enough to be placed 
in a state of poverty. Most people lODk npon 
the man who carries his swag as a person 
of no importance. It has been said more 
than Dnce in this Chamber that unemployment 
is caused thmugh the fault of the perwns 

[2J.i1._ Yr. Cooper. 

concerned. I disa.gree entirely with a state­
ment of that kind, because a man who can 
find work and will not work is liable to be 
prosecuted as a vagrant; and one of the 
reasons why the Act dealing with those per­
sons has nDt been strictly administered is 
because, if such persons are placed in custDdy 
~whether it be fDr their own safekeeping 
or because of the crime of poverty~they 
have to be kept by the State. 

It has bE'en said that the drink traffic is 
one of the gr0atest causes of poverty, and 
poverty is the cause of men having to apply 
to the Government for outdoor relief. If 
that is so, all Governments up to the present 
time have neglected their dutv in not 
endeavouring to remove the cause of the State 
having to pay such vast sums of mDney in 
outdoor relief. I hope, Mr. Pollock, that 
you will bear with me for a little, because 
"·hat I am gDing to state are some of m:. 
own experiences with men of a nDmadic dis­
position. Some years ago a man came into 
a. ~hop ·where I \vas working. He \vas carry­
ing a. s;vag that would do credit to the best 
camel in the Sahara Desert. He had no 
soles on the ooots that were on his feet. He 
said to me, " Look, I am hungry." I said, 
" Y os, my friend, I can relieye your 
hunger." At that time I was performing the 
\York of shoeing horses, and hP asked me 
whether I could shoe him. I had a look at 
his OODts a,nd said, " I do not know about 
that, I am not e. bootmake1·; but I can 
relieve your hunger." He replied, ·'My 
belly never touches the ground, but my feet 
do; and, if you can relieve me by giving me 
8. pair of boots, I \vill certainly go on my 
'vay." 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: You did not "shDo" 
him off the premises? 

Mr. \Y. COOPER: -;\;o, I did not do what 
mv hon. friends on the other side of the 
Cl1amber ~vould have done. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARXES: That is unfair. 

~Ir. W. COOPER: I gave that ma.n a pai1· 
of boDts and an order on a boarding-house 
to get a week's supply of provisions. The 
last time I met that man I found lhat his 
cheque for cream alone was £560 a month. 
T mention that incident to show the neces­
sitv for kindness to be handed out tD these 
unfortunate men out of work. For the 
benefit of hon. members who have nover 
heard it, I will quote a little vorsf' and ask 
them to retain it if poesible in their memory, 
so that, if at sDml\ future date a traveller 
arrives at their dDor, !hey will not turn him 
nwa:· empty-handed~ 
" Ou: in the cold world, out in the street, 

Asking for bread from the country police, 
A nomad o.f misfortune sadly I roam, 
A native of Queensland without any home." 

I am not going to say that the drink traffi'? is 
the cause Df all poverty: but, if we are gomg 
tD remed1· the condition which necessitate·•, 
this yote 'being placed Dn the Estimates, we 
mmt deal as far as possible with the causes 
of poYerty. To deal with the causes here­
to-day would take too long, and seeing, Mr. 
Pollock, the yer,- fine attitude that you have 
taken up in the chair~an attitude which I 
admire-of prcYenting any un•varrantod dis­
cu,,ion of matters which do not p.~rtain to 
outdoor relief, I shall not attempt to di,cuss 
them. The ordinary man in Queensland dDeo 
not realise what it is to be without wDrk and 
to have to tramp the vast distances of this 
grea,t State looking for the moans to provido 
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himself with thP nccccscuics of life. If that is 
so, we have t-o deal with the question not 
I H~·reh- frorn a financial rJOint of ViC"\V, Seeing 
that 'a number of hon. members in thin 
Chcm1ber and pPoplc outside are advocating 
tbe principles of Christianitv. H those prin­
ciples do not ~r ply to finance generally, the:; 
apply to the attitude we are going to take 
nt· fron1 a hurnanitarian standpoint. If wo 
arc going to cavil at the comparatively sme.ll 
sum that is to be expended by this State for 
tl"' relief o£ these unfortunate men, then I 
F"Y there is \'Cry little Christianity in the 
State. and it is nearly time that our churches 
took up a very different attitude from that 
,, t present adopted. I am not going to say 
any more on the subject because I know 
that, if I started to give the causes and 
effects necessitating the placing on the Esti­
ua tes of certain sums of money for the relief 
of these unfortunate people, you would pull 
me up, l\lr. Pollock. 

The Unemployed \Vork<·rs Insurance Act 
diu a great dt·al to relieve plenty of men 
who would otherwise have to go cap in hawl. 
and beg from the police for sustenance to 
keep body and s-oul together. I hope that, 
in the near future, we shall devise a means 
ln- \Yhich those men will not be classed as 
u!1clcsirablc~. \Vhon the Great \Yar bwke 
ont and the country \Vas appealing to nu~n 
to save the property, the money, and the 
peGple of Queensland, Australia, and the 
British En1I)il~e generally, there \Yas no 
inquir,r as to vYhethPr tho recruits were 
non1aas asking for relief or otherwise. The 
appeal was that every man should put a gun 
to his shoulder and fight for the wealth and 
''·elf arc of the nation, therefore thc·oe unfor­
tunate men haYc a perfect right, as people 
born on this earth, to ask for and recei\·e 
rt lie£ when poverty strikes them. 

:\Ir. WRlGHT (Bulimba): In the first 
place I desire to endorse the remarks of the 
Lon. member for Kelvin Grove rega:rding the 
sdary paid to the chief officer of this vel'} 
important sub-department. Probably I have 
tYJme into contact with that officer just as 
much, and perhaps more than anv other hon. 
member in thi' C'hamher. I do i1ot say that 
because there may be more applicants for 
relief from my electorate, but, taking the 
law of averages and considering that I am 
responsible for a greater number of electors 
than any other hon. member, it is only reason­
able that I should come more in contact with 
that officer than other hon. member>. 

I hav_c found this officer to be a very capable 
man. 1-Ie is courteous, symnatheti(, obliging, 
and, to my mind, he has~ all the necessary 
qualifications nf'rded by an officer in chargo 
of such a department as his. \Vhen the neces­
sity ariecs, as I knovv it does sorneti1nes arise, 
he can ah' ays take a definite stand. Those 
OC! asionF> are, I believe, fevi' in number. Con­
sidering his difficult duties-and I know the'.' 
are not altogether pleasant at times-I asl< 
the Home Secretary to give favourable con­
'f'ideration to an incroa e of the ren1uneration 
of this c;'pable officer. 

I am pleased to see that the expenditure 
on relici generally has been less than it 
was a few years ago, but at the same time 
the expenditure for the year wae considerably 
above tho estimate provided for the year. 
So long as we are doing the right thing to 
the people of this State I have not very 
much to say with regard to the expense. 
Further, I notice in the annual report that 
there has been a remarkable reduction in 

1924-2 

the assistance granted to able-bodied men, 
and in ordt'l' to illustrate my point I shall 
give the figures for the last four years-

1920-21, monthly average of able-bodied 
men receiving relief, 1,017. 

1921-22, monthly average of able-bodied 
men receiving relief, 758. 

1922-23, monthly average of able-bodied 
men receiving relief, 283. 

1923-24, monthly average of able-bodied 
men receiving relief, 45. · 

2\lr. KERR: Do you know tho explanation? 
Mr. WRIGHT: Yes, and I wish briefly to 

refer to the explanation. Further, to illur 
tra.te my point, I wish to point out tht.. 
for the seven months prior to June an. 
including June, the total number of able· 
bodied men who received relief was only 
thirty-one. That satisfie3 me of tho success 
of that other scheme for which this Govern­
IIH'nl vorcr0 rl'f'ponsiblc-thc L'nemployod 
\Yorkers Insurance scheme, which was 
dubbed by the friends of hon. members 
opposite, and by some hon. members them­
selves as the " Loafers' Paradise Bill." 

Mr. KERR: The explanation is that they 
cut out the single men. 

Mr. WRIGHT: That is not the conclusion 
to which I ha.ve come-the hon. member will 
ha vc the opportnnit:,· of giving his version 
of the affair afterwards. I am quite satisfied 
that the explanation is that the able-bodied 
nu'n who, through unfortunate circumstances, 
have been thrown out of employment and 
arP not able to keep themselves, have received 
the allowance which is theirs by right, as 
they have contributed their share towards it, 
and they have not been compelled to go to 
the Relief Department .and ask for rations" 
In the past the workers have always con­
tributed to the relief which they may have 
got, as the coot of relief is paid out of 
con~olidat·cd rc-vrnue. and therefore every 
person in the community contribute§ a certain 
amount to this vote. 

There is another interesting table in the 
report headed " Adults." So that there shall 
be no misunderstanding, I wish to make it 
clear that I am referring to the table giving 
the metropolitan figures alone. The aver­
age number of adults per month who received 
rdief in the metropolitan area during the 
past four y8ars were-

1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 ... 
1923-24 

2,541 
1,868 

824 
268 

There again there has been a remarkable 
reduction in the number of adults receiving 
relief. 'There is one pathetic feature in the 
report, and that is the reference to those 
people who, through being slightly mentally 
deficient or physically deficient. are unable 
to take their place and compete in the 
industrial world. They are catered for, I 
take it, under the qualificrrtion as "Adults," 
the figures for whom I have just given. 

I know that this is one o£ the problems 
v·hirh it i' Yery difficult to soh·o. I have in 
my own electorate quite a number of cases 
whore the husband and father-and unfor­
tunatelv in some cnee> the father of an 
eYel·-in~reasing family-through some little 
deficiency i, unable to compete successfully 
for the em]Jloyment which is offering. Con­
sequently there is great hardship in store 
for families which ar<:> being reared under 
those conditions. I ask that, when such 

Mr" Wright"1 
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cases come before the officer in charge very 
fayouraLl{' consideration 1;\'ill be given­
and I know he gives that consideration­
to th<'se people because they are in a most 
unfortunate position and largely unable to 
help themselves. It is only casual employ· 
ment, in addition to this particular 
allmvanee. that enables them to live at all. 
They 2~re ~ reeponsible for bringing families of 
young children into the world, and they 
should be given every consideration. I 
would suggest that the Minister should 
consider the adoption of ~'ome method 
wherebv th~ State children's allowance could 
be cx\,e.ndul to cases like these. These men 
require rnore than they C'an earn from casual 
employment to enable them to bring up their 
ehildren so that thev can compete with thnir 
neighbours' childre'n on equal terms. I 
realise that " certain number of these cases 
are alwavs inevitable. I hope that som·• 
better way >vill be found to assist these 
people thrlll the present system. This is 
not a vote on which there should be much 
cntrcrsm though probably hon. members 
opnosite ,,-ill find quite a l,.,t in regar·d to 
which they will criticise the expenditure. 
There is a reduction in the vote 
thi~ year, and I hope that ne~t year \Ve 
shall hllve a further reduction, and thereby 
show that \VP are on lines of progress and 
that the poverty in this fair State is 
definitely on the decline. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wymwm): The 
hon. membet· for Rosewood started off by 
makino· the sugge:otion that the vote was 
such a~ serious one that for the tin1E' being 
this Chamber mig·ht be made a church. He 
had not p1·oceeded very far before he threw 
out an insinuation againt:t hon. men1bers on 
this side in connectior~ with relief, that, while 
hon. members opposite would be prepared 
to grant relief to needy people. on this side 
there would be a refusal because of want 
of sympathy. I say emphatically that 
whether iu connection with Government 
relief or relief that one gives through his 
own home. the man-whatever his political 
or religious creed may be-who turns away a 
needy man deserves to be kicked. 

OPPOSI'riOK :VlE'\IBERS : Hear hear ! 

Hox. ~W. H. BARNES: There are some 
things that are bigger than our politica.l 
differences. The dutv of evcrv man as I 
knnw it-and it is {rJl!owed and practised 
bv hon. members on this side-is to sec that 
those who are in need get help. Can you 
conceive. "':111-. Pollock, a man coming to 
your door and telling you he needed some· 
i.hing to eat, and you~ turning hi1n away? 
The instructiq,ns in my home are very defi· 
nite-it mav be that monev is refueed to an 
applicant, but no one is ever turned away. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Yo'u are putting too liberal 
an iii'terpretation on the remarks of the hon. 
member for Rosewood. He did not mean 
what you -say at all. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\'ES : I do not know 
what the hon. member for Roeewood meant, 
but I see, Mr. Pollock, that I have just gone 
as far a' you arc prepared to allow me to 
gn in that connection. There is no qu~,stion 
that men who want work and canr.o• ;:.c,t 
it are deeply to be pitied. There are man:; 
factors to be considered in connection >vith 
unemplovment. and it is onr duty to face 
them If I stood on mv feet 2nd said that 
unemployment was not rampant, I would 

[Mr. Wright. 

he saying what I do not believe. It is 
rampant, and a great majority of the men 
>Yho are unemployed want work but cannot 
get ir. 

[10.30 a.m.] 

Mr. \VRIGHT: Do you suggest that is our 
fault? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am not suggest­
ing that. I want to deal with the question 
in a way whic.h will help those men, because 
I recognise that, although I do not often run 
wild myself, there is nothing more calculated 
to make a man run wild than to have noth­
ing to do, and I say that the position of a 
man wanting employment is a condition of 
things w hi oh we have to face. I am not 
going to argue here about the basic wage, 
but I ask : Is not something wrong when you 
find the father of a family of five or six 
children getting only the same rate of wagce 
as a single man? I am prepared to admit 
that the single man has to make provision 
for his own home. but there is not sufficie•1t 
difference between the wage of the single 
young man and the man with fa.mily obliga­
tions. However, we are face to face with 
the fact that for some cause or other then'< 
i,s a great number of unemployed in the 
State. I have been permitted this morning 
to see the " Hansard'' proof of ,,,ome remark~ 
made by my friend, the hon. member for 
East Toowoomba, last night, in which he 
said that he did not think that this year the 
vote would be sufficient. I do not 'think ic 
will be sufficient. The Government them­
selves have had to admit that they mnst go 
slow on account of the paucity of loan 
money. Will not t,hat mean that men will 
have to be turned down when they ask for 
employment? What is the attitude in com­
mercial circles? Every business man is 
trying to cut down his expenses as much as 
possible for the same reason which operate~ 
in connection with Government work. 
Therefore I say, particularly in view of th< 
amount spent on outdoor "relief last year, 
that the amount of £29.000 will not be suf­
ficient this year. Happily it ·does seem thc,t 
i·~1 some directions there is hope; but >ve all 
know, for instance, that the money available 
for wotkers' dwellings is so limited that 
applications are being turned down. That 
means fewer labouters in itself, and, g<:>ner­
ally speaking, the trend to shorten the hands 
required for the services o_f the State. Let 
there bB no doubt as to the attitude of hon. 
members on this side of the Chamber. I 
think I can spL·ak for then1, as \Yell as for 
myself, when I say that every provision 
should be made for men who are out of em­
ployment. Whilst they should be encouraged 
in every pocsible way to work, and, whilst 
the man who will not work doe,, not deserve 
relief, on the other hand, if a man has done 
his best to get work and has failed, we 
s.hould not be deficient in meeting our obliga­
tions to him on behalf of the State. 

Mr. HYNES (Townsrill€): The most grati­
fying feature of this vote is the large decrease 
on the amount expended since 1923. For the 
year 1922-23 the amount expended on outdoor 
relief was £55,799 Ss. lld .. whereas for the 
year 1923-24 the amount had been reduced 
tn £29.300 lls. 3d. That indicates that 
doscly associated with the problem of outdoor 
relief was the problem of organising labour 
on a sounder and more scientific b~sis in deal. 
ing with unemployment. The major portion 
of the people who are receiving outdoor 
relief in Queensland arc ihe unemployable 
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class. They are the orphans, the widow 
mothers. and the old men who cannot be 
absorbed in industry. Do hon. members 
opposite mean to suggest that this Govern­
ment should refuse to feed those people who 
ar, unable to work? 

The hon. member for ='!anango spoke in a 
rather cont0mptuous and disparaging manner 
of what he termed a "swagman." Some 
portion of the relief which was distributed 
last year went to t·he people who were carry­
ing their swags in the State. The man who 
carries his swag about the State has in the 
past formed one of a class that did the 
pioneering work of this State. One must 
take into consideration that the whole of our 
primary industries-Queensland depends 
almost entirely on her primary industries­
dtepend for their labour· on the nomadic 
worker, who occasionally, owing to bad 
seasons, is obliged to carry his swag and 
get Government relief. The hon. member for 
~anango suggested that we should g.o back 
to the pernicious-, debasing, and despicable 
system that obtained under the old Tory 
regime. That is, that the men who were 
obliged to ask for relief should have the 
lmmiliating task of cutting wood or doing 
some non-productive toil imposed upon them 
in order to secure those rations. If there is 
one stigma upon past Administrations in con­
nection with the distribution of relief, it is 
the fact that they compelled men who were 
lookmg for .r.elief to pe~form some unpro­
ductive hum1hat111g task 111 order to qualify 
for that relief. I would not stand for anv 
~overnment going back to that debasing and 
I!rhuman s:;-~stcrn. 

l\fr. MAXWELL: Is work elf' basing? 

Mr. HY="ES: We have been able to reduce 
the amount of this vote by organising labour 
01:1 a rnore scientific and sound basis, and 
the result has been that there arc very 
fe-w able-bodied mf'_n to-clay applying for 
relief. In 1914, prwr to the Labour Go­
vernment coming into power in this State 
the number of unionists who were registered 
M unemployed, according to the Common­
>realth Statistician's figures, was 17.7 per 
cent., and the number lad vear was 5.5 
per c_ent. vVe. have been dealing with the 
quesbon of relief, and at the same time we 
have pretty effectively tackled the unemploy­
ment problem. I repeat that the greatest 
pm·bon o£ the relief which is distributed 
at the present time is distributed to the 
unemployable-to the men who are too old 
or too infi~m to "\York, to vYido,vcd mothers, 
and to children. I am surprised to know 
that in this age we have hon. members 
?PP?Sit~-mombers who are evidently wallow­
mg 111 tne last stage of conservative atrophy­
who would suggest that we should take from 
the~e people the wherewithal to keep them 
alive. 

Mr. KERR (Enoooera) : The hon. member 
who has just resumed his seat made come 
mmt astounding deductions. 

Hon. ::\1. J. KIRWAX: Xot so astounclino­
as the statements you made the other day. " 

Mr. KERR: In another part of the EAi­
mates which we arc ·discussino· a snm of 
£181,000 is provided to curv ~-o,-i''"'S oYer 
their period of unemployment. If that 
amount is added to the vote we are discussing 
it will be foqncl that the amount for the 
relief of unemployment in Queensland is 
~igher t~is year than in any previous year 
m th<J htstory of Queensland. That is the 

position. This difficulty has not been over­
rome by the Gove1·nn1ent. It is a wrong 
deduction to make to 6tate that the difficulty 
is being overcome by scientific means when 
the Go\ cn11ncnt are subsidising ron1pulsory 
levies on the employers and employees for 
the purpose. The Commonwealth Govern­
n1ent provide fDr inflnn and old age pensions. 
I do not want to discuss that subject, but 
l YCEture to e:," that no hon. member in 
rhis Chamher ca1o quote a legitimate case- for 
the invalid or old-age pension that has been 
turned down by the Commonwealth. 

Mr. HY~ES: What rot! 

::\1r. KERR: It i-, no use hon. mc·mbers 
attc- mpting: to deceiYe this Cha1nber on the 
unemplo:,mem problem, as the hon. member 
for TownsYille has done. Such statements 
are only an attempt to deceive the Com­
mittee on the real state of affairs. I rose 
pt~rpmely ro ask 1 he :Minister in charge of 
thJS vote to gi,-e some information with 
regard ro the recent allegation ma·de in 
the Pr·ess that the GoYernment are sending 
unemployed to New South \Vales. 

Ecn. l\1. J. KmwAx: There is no truth 
in it. 

}Jr. I\:ERR: ~'l..t the timo thG allegatio·1 
w~ts 1nadc ~he Go1 ernn1ent in th\·jr d0n;;1l 
stated that the funds to pro1·idn for the 
fare8 did nor cor11e out of the ·uilenlplosnu!nt 
Insurance Fund. \Yhile I am nrepared to 
accept that denial, I would like to know 
whether thoe.e fares were paid out of funds 
appropriated b;.' the Home Department. 

3.lr. "YIAX\YELL (Toozcano): I did not 
intend to address mvsclf to this vote until 
I heard the speech of the hon. member for 
Townsvillc. I want to say to that hon. mem­
ber, as I sa v to other men of his calibre, 
that there hae be0n an attempt in this 
Chamber on various occasions by hon. n1cm­
bers of his mentality to try and bring to the 
mmd of the people outside that hon. members 
on thie side of the ChambBr leak upon ·1 

man 1vbo carries his swag as. a person ·v:ho 
hae to be eliminated altogether, and that 
we do not stand for anything in the cause 
of humamtv and that we do not seek to 
uplift. ' 

Mr. HY~E~: You stand for perpetuating 
the systom which mak<Js him carry his swag. 

::\Ir. KERR: Rubbish! 
'\lr. RoBERTS: \Ye stand for providing 

employment for him. 

::\Ir. MAX\YELL: Hon. members on this 
side of the Chamber do not stand for any 
particular section of the community. As 
I said vesterdav the record of thooe Go,-ern­
ments \vho adH1inistcred the affairs of State 
long, long before Labour came into power, 
give an emphatic deniflJ "i:o the statements 
which are continually being made by hon. 
nwmbers opposite. I wish that, instead of 
some of the hon. members we have on the 
opposite side, we had in their place some of 
the g·'ntlemen who formerly occupied their 
positions. J say that in all sincerity. Hon. 
rr:embcn on this side do not stand for )181'­

pctuating any system that is injurious to the 
community. 

Since the advent of Labour to the Trea­
snrv bench<•·- we have had a ven considerable 
eystem of unemployment and ;utdoor relief 
prevailing·. To me it is a most reprehensible 
state of affairs, particularly after hearing 
speeches made by hon. members opposite, 

Mr. Maxwen.] 
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that even one man should have to seek 
relief. Hon. members stated that it is a 
menace to the community, and that unem· 
ploymcnt generally is a scandal. 

Mr. HY"ES: Can you explain the fact that 
in 1914 17.7 per cent. of the members of 
unions \vere unemployed? 

The CHAIRMAX : Order ! 
Mr. MAXWELL : There is no necessity 

for me to explain anything to the hon. 
member for Townsville, becau"e the hon. 
member is so permeated with certain ideas 
that my explanation could not penetrate his 
hide. 

M1'. HYxES interjected. 
Mr. MAX\YELL : \Yhile hon. member6 on 

the other side of the House prate about the 
reduction in the unemployment vote m:\ 
friends, the hon. member for Wynnum and 
the hon. member for Enoggera, drew atten· 
tion to the vote of £181,~00 which tLppears 
in another sphere of activity by way of un· 
employment insurance. The hon. member 
for Townsville stated that this outdoor 
relief is only given to sick and infirm people. 
I think the hon. member does not know wlmt 
he is talking about when he makes such a 
;;tatement. I have seen instances of able­
bodied men who have found it absolutelv 
impow·>ible to find emplo::mont in our city 
and suburbs. I have seen most pitiable cases 
where the women-folk are prepared to go out 
to work and cannot get it, and where the 
boys in the family cannot get work. 

Mr. HYNES: And you stand for pcrpetu· 
ating that system. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I will not listen to such 
twa.ddle. 

Mr. KERR interjected. 
The CHAIR:\1AX : Order ! I ask hon. 

members to co:tse their interruption;. An 
interjection is permissible when an hon. 
member has ceased speaking and while he 
is preparing to continue his remarks; but I 
feel sure hon. momb<>rs do not ·desire me to 
tolerate any continued interruption during a 
Fpe~ch by an hon. member. I ask that it be 
discontinued. 

Mr. :\1AXWELL: Thank you, Mr. Pol· 
lock. I sympathisP with the ofiicers who have 
to distribute this relief, and I apprecia.te the 
.difficulties under which the officer in charge 
of the sub-department labours. Although h,l 
wants to be fair and reasonable, he must find 
it very difficult to act in that way. I only 
rose to say that after nine ears of Labour 
administration we find this amount of money 
placed on the Estimates to continue outdoor 
relief and at the sam•3 time £181,800 is pro· 
vided fol' the payment of unemployment 
insurance. To me that is a standing disgrace, 
and it bearo out exactly the arguments put 
forward by hon. members on this side when 
certain n1ea cures \Vere introduced. 

Mr. \VRIGHT: You stated that the measure 
you refer to was a '' Loafers' Paradise Bill." 

Mr. MAXWELL: It is all very well for 
lcon. members opposite to talk about the con· 
ditions obtaining when the Treasury benches 
were occupied by anti-Labour forces, but 
never at any time have such conditions pre· 
vailed as exist at present through the mis· 
management and misgovetnmont of a Labou.r 
Administration. 

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): I have not 
the slightest doubt that there is every reason 
why we should sympathise with those who 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

have to administer this vote. I do not think 
there is a more difficult problem iD deal wtth 
than that of the outdoor relief of the State. 
l have approached the department on several 
occasionc. on behalf of unfortunate indi· 
vidna.ls, and I know the difficulties the 
officials have to face. Those· difficulties are 
great, no n1atter which Governn1E:mt is in 
power, and occasionally there must be some 
hardship to applicants. 

I say emphatically that I think the 
administration of the Unemployed Insurance 
Fund is most unsatisfactDry. I am quite con­
vinced the amount would be £200,000 if the 
fund had been properlY administered, which 
clearly points to the fact that the men are 
not being treat<ed as well, from a financial 
point of view, under the Unemployed 
vVorkers' Insurance scheme as they were 
under the old svstem of relief. It also proves 
conclusively that there are more unemployed 
to~day than there were previously. 

I particularly rose to take exception to 
the statement made by the hon. member for 
Townsville-that it is a mean thing to work. 
I never knew that it was a mean thing to 
work. I have always been of the opinion 
that it was a very honourable thing to work. 

Mr. HYKES: It depends a good deal on the 
conditions a.ttaching to the work. 

Mr. WARREN : Nothing appeals to me 
so much as to see a man with horny hands. 
I would far sooner see a man who is able to 
work willing to work than see a man shirking 
work. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. WARREN: I am following exactly 
the same lines adopted by previous speakers. 
I want to make this point : Men would be 
far better receiving money for work done 
than receiving mone~ as a dole. I can quote 
ono case that proves this conclusively. Some 
little time ago two men in my electorate had 
a conversation on the question of relief. One 
man said, " The old sergeant is a cruel man 
to deal with." The other said, " I was quite 
prepared to do the little work that he gave 
me." That was a. little wood-chopping in 
return for the relief. That conversation was 
an instance of two distinct dispositions. I 
do not think those remarks apply at the 
prt~cnt tilne, as thoro is a ne\v sergeant 
there. The man who is willing to give a 
little work for that which he receives is an 
honest man, while the man who is not pre· 
pared to give .a little work but is prepared 
to accept as a gift that relief which he is nDt 
entitled tD, in principle is not honest. I do 
not care how many hon. members get up 
and deride the manner of payment for that 
which a man receives, but I say the principle 
is absolutely wrong, and the sooner these 
gentlemen recognise it the better. I have 
no complaint to make in regard to relief 
matters, but I wish to say that the Unem­
ployed vVorkers' Insurance scheme has to 
find its level. vVe could not expect a new 
,cheme to work smoothly straight away. My 
complaint is not against the system, but I do 
wish to emphasise the point that the longer 
we have people receiving money for nothing 
the worse it will be for the State. Unfor· 
tunately that is one of the biggest troubles 
we have to face in connection with the 
.Australian Imperial Forces, as a percentage 
of the men expected to get something for­
nothing. It was wrong in principle, because 
those v.:ho were in ill-health should have been 
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a charge on the Commonwealth. I take this 
opportunity of sa,ying that in almost every 
case that I brought under the notice of the 
Commonwealth authorities, whether it was 
an application for the old-age pension, the 
invalid pension, or a soldier's pension, full 
and favourable consideration was given, -and 
in every genuine case the relief asked for 
was giv~n. I consider tha,t we have only 
touched the fringe of this question of relief, 
but at the same time I am of opinion that 
the solution of the problem is that men must 
work for that which they receive. We must 
provide the right to work. That is the most 
important thing. Work does not demoralise 
a man, but makes him better and makes him 
ha,ppier. 

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy): The question of 
the right to work has been introduced. Under 
the present social system unemployment must 
exist. That is evident to every hon. member 
who has studied the economic problem. Un­
employment has existed under all Govern­
ments. Men have walked Queensland and 
every other State in Australia with th-oir swags 
ever since Australia has been -discovered. But 
this is the point : The Governments of those 
days overlooked the fact that men were un­
employed, and they neglected their duty to 
supply them with the means of living. The 
Labour Gov-ernment have incurred a very 
large expenditure in supporting them when 
they were unable to got employment. Men 
in the different towns l-eft their families and 
walked into the country looking for employ­
ment, but were unable to get it. Any Govern­
ment who stand up to their duty must keep 
those men and those dependent on them from 
starvation. That was the system for some 
years, and the Government saw the necessity 
for a more improved system. The amount of 
money which is made available in the relief 
of unemployed under the present system is 
a form of insurance, just as~ a 1nan may insure 
his home, business, or anything else against 
loss. That is not open to criticism. That is 
not the form of dole which used to be received 
by the unemployed prior to the inception of 
the system. As Labour men, we would like 
to delete the provision on the Estimates for 
unemployment doles, because there is not one 
worker in a thousand who -does not prefer 
to earn a living per medium of work instead 
of per medium of doles. The grea,ter the 
unemployment the greater will be the injury 
to our people. If a man is unemployed for 
twelve months or two years, his moral fibre 
may be largely destroyed, because he then 
beoomes hopeless, and once a man becomes 
hopeless he ceases to be the value to society 
that he was before. So long as the system 
which exists to-day is in operation there must 
be unemployed workers. The mor·e machinery 
for productive purposes create-d by inventive 
genius the more men there will be thrown 
out of employment. The question is not one 
of production. We hear the question of pro­
duction continually emphasised, and the state­
ment ma-de that, if it were increased, every 
man would be employed. The question is one 
of distribution. Until we get a more equitable 
form of distribution we shall not come to the 
conditions that we on this side, and probably 
some hon. members of the Opposition, desire 
that we should come to as a State. I would 
like to see the amount on the Estimates for 
unemployment doles absolutely abolished, pro­
vided there was no necessity for it, because I 
would like to see -every man in Queensland 
employed in labour profitable to himself and 
the State. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnttt) : The hon. member 
who has just resumed his seat has put this 
matter in a correct light. We are not blind 
to the knowledge that most countries of the 
world are likely to have unemployed workers 
from time to time: but when we hear hon. 
members opposite showing by their utterances 
that they are ignorant of the conditions which 
exist to-day, we must protest and point out 
that the kerosene-case oratory that may be 
used in and around their electorates to -enable 
them to secure their seats will not go down in 
this Chamber. (Laughter.) 

The hon. member for Townsville refers- to 
the amount of £27,500 set aBide for outdoor 
relief a,s the only amount to be spent on 
the relief of unemployment during this 
coming year, but if he will look at page 111 
of the Estimates he will see that there is 
another arnount of £181,800 to be provided 
this year under Unemployment Insurance, 
making the total for unemployment £209,300_ 

Mr. HYNES: I was speaking of relief. 

Mr. CORSER: Yet the hon. member would 
have the audacity to say that his Govern­
ment had done more in the way of wiping 
out the necessity for unemployment relief 
than any previous Government. 

Mr. FOLEY: What is the amount in Great 
Britain "I 

Mr. CORSER: There is a Labour Govern­
ment in Great Britain, and there is more 
unemployment now than there has been for 
many years. But I am not going to be drawn 

from the point. The hon. mem­
[11 a.m.] ber for Townsville has shown 

that he is ignorant of the facts 
regarding unemployment, the necessity for 
the appropriation of money to relieve it, and 
the immediate actual necessity for the dis­
tribution of these moneys. I would like the 
hon. member to go and hear the rema,rks of 
those men who are receiving these doles and 
are threatened that they will be stopped if 
they allow certain of their comrades to 
address them. They have actually been told 
recently in Brisbane that the doles will be 
rEfused to them if they allow a certain 
individual to address them. If the hon. 
member were to hear those remarks, and not 
look ;for some political significance in them. 
or try to blame the Opposition for something 
that might have been clone in the time of 
their grandfathers in politics--

Mr. HxNES: I have been personally· 
associated with the problem for the last forty 
years. 

Mr. CORSER: I am afraid that the hon. 
member's association with the problem was 
an association with the " King Pins" who­
are in the good jobs to-day. We do not 
want to look and listen only to the "Kings" 
of indillltry. We ought not to listen only 
to the worker who has a job; we ought to 
consider also the individual who is craving 
for a-ssistance in the way of work and not 
for doles. When the Gov-ernment were in 
opposition and claimed the right to govern 
the country, partly because of the unemploy­
ment which they alleged to exist, they <>aid 
that they would institute such conditions and 
pass such laws as would wipe out unemploy­
ment alt.ogether. Yet here we have a total 
amount of unemployment 1exceeding that 
which existed under all past Governments. 

Mr. HYNJilS The union rolls don't show it. 
Mr. CORSER: The hon. member knows 

perfectly well that the regulations of the 

Mr. Corser.] 
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1 urions are so conservative in some cases that 
they have acted detrimentally to the unem­
ployed. They are privileged organisations in 
some cases, and many of these unemployed 
men are not allowed to get within them. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. CORSER: I am not going to allow 
the hon. member to draw me off the track. 
We know that under the Government's 
.sc~eme of prov:ision for the unemployed cer­
tam farms whwh were called " unemployed 
farms" were to be established. We had 
beautiful pictures drawn for us of the unem­
ployed getting up early on the farm and 
wiping the frost off the handles of the plough 
and of then going ahead to pro-duce. But we 
find that these were only deceitful attrac­
tions held up to this unfortunate section 
ot the community. They have not come to 
light, like many other ideas which are 
'ery useful when promulgated from the kero­
sene case at election time, but have no use 
for the man who wants a job after they have 
served their purpose. The statements that 
the fares of certain persons whom the 
Government wished to remove from the State 
or to encourage to leave the State were 
paid ont of the Unemployment Insurance 
Fund have been denie-d, but there has been 
no denial of the statement that they were 
paid out of the vote which we are consider­
ing now, and I contend that we must come 
-to the conclusion that the fares of these 
people-who were practically deported from 
the State by the encouragement of an offer of 
free fares to Sydney-were paid out of the 
vote last year; or rather from the amount of 
:£35,000 which was expended last year under 
this heading. 

Mr. FOLEY: Can you give any specific 
·cases"? 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member will find 
the specific cases at the Home Denartment. 
One hon. member has practically told us that 
the progress of Christianity and the appli­
cation of science and education to industry 
are responsihle for unemployment. I cannot 
hold with that. I admit that where gangs 
of men were once working, but machinery 
has come into use, fewer men are engaged­
that is, as a result of science as applied to 
industry-but as science is applied to 
industry so is the standard of living of 
mankind increased, and we gradually reach 
a higher plane of living conditions. We 
have only to cast ont eyes to the conditions 
which exist in other States in the world. 
'The Gov,ernment here refer to better 
,standard of living as a result Lahour 
administration, but that is not so. The 
'greater the conveniences that people demand, 
the mo1·e work for labour engaged in the 
man uf actnr<' of those articles, and the 
worker is getting the money all the time. 
As we can secure the assistance of machinerv 
so we d.esire increased facilities, and so 
we create greater avenues of employment 
as we go along, and the worker is getting 
-the benefit all the time. After nine or ten 
years of Labour government we find more 
unemplovment. The unfulfilment of their 
promi-ses" only goes to show that past 
'Governments were further ahead in their 
desire to' do their best for all sections of the 
community tl:an the present Administration. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (Albert) : I was in the 
Chamber vesterdav when the hon. member 
for Nanango was 'speaking, and I conf8€s I 
did not bear him refer in contemptuous terms 

[Mr. Corser. 

to the man who carries his swag. In fact, 
hs referred to his own early troubles in life. 
I am aware that it has come to the know­
ledge of the authorities that there is a cer­
tain number of men who -are not really loo1<­
ing for work but who go about the country, 
calling at one police station after another 
asd asking for relief. During my regime I 
never gave any instructions that they were 
not to be supplied. Appa.rently that policy 
has been continued, and I do not think any 
very serious objection has been made to it, 
yet I have seen men going round drawing 
these rations at police station after police 
station. In one case two men had a remark­
ably good sulky with a good horse and good 
camping outfit, but that was not in evidence 
when they drew the rations. Presumably 
they are sometimes referred to because it is 
owing to such cases that frequently a man 
"cho genuinely requires relief perhaps has to 
go without. The hon. member for Towns­
ville spoke of the system under which men 
were required to do a certain amount of 
work for the rations given by the State. No 
Governmllnt with which I was associated ever 
made that request. ]'or the information of 
the hon. n'lember let me say-this is where 
hon. members who are new to this Chamber 
ofttimes make a misstatement of the case-I 
do not say wilfully-that under ,a pr·evious 
Administration, which was a composite one, 
including certain Liberal members and sup­
ported by a very large majority amongst 
whom were members of the Labour party, 
the Home Secreta'l'Y required the men who 
received that dole to go down to the Botamc 
Gardens and do a certain amol!nt of work. 
Probably the Labour party of that time who 
supported the Government, and the Home 
Secretary, who was a member of that party, 
thought it was quite a justifiable thing to do. 
That is a matter of opinion. I do not propose 
to criticise it, but for h:on. members to con­
demn it and cast the whole onus on hon. mem­
bers on this side I think is not really the cor­
rect thing, when it was carried out and con­
tinued by 'a memhe~ of the Labour party who 
occupied the position of Home Secreta,ry. The 
question of unemployment has been discussed 
on this vote. We quite realise that under 
the most prosperous condition of any country 
there is bound to be a certain percentage­
smaller or greater-who will be unemployed. 
There are various reasons for that, but where 
the affairs of the State are so a,dminis­
tered that progress and advancement are in 
evidence unemployment is at its minimum. 
During my time at the Home Department, I 
think approximately· £5,000 a year covered. 
the whole of the requirements of the depart­
ment in that respect. I can assure hon. 
members-and I think they. will give me 
credit for this-that no one who required 
assistance went without it. Another matter 
has been raised in that connection, and 
that is the giving of passes to the unem­
ployed to go to another State. I confess 
I did it. When an unfortunate came to 
me and made out a good case that. he 
was unable to obtain employment here 
and had friends in New South Wales or 
dsewhore, and that if he got the pass to 
there he would be able to find employment, 
I did not hesitate to give him the pass. I 
de. not adversely criticise the Home Secre­
tary who gives an unfortunate man who 
cannot obtain work in Queensland a pass to 
go to another State where he has friends 
and can obtain work. I think it is quite a 
proper thing for him to do. 
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Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: Has that not been 
the general policy of the office? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: That has been the 
_policy. The policy of the office is that it 
io there to assist-having due regard to all 
the rtspects of the case-anyone who is in an 
unfortunate position. That was the policy of 
the department when I came there. A certain 
'lecision had been made by the hon. gentleman 
who administered the affairs of the depart· 
ment, and who was a member of the Labour 

requiring a certain amount of work 
be done those obtaining relief. That 

his He considered that it was 
and should be done. I have 

to say about that. I -did not think 
was necessary to do that. The policy of 

department has been a generous one. If 
broken or departed from by any hon. 

who occupied the position of adminis­
trator, whether a member of the Labour party 
or this party, it would be disastrous and justlv 
condemned, because this department of afi 
others is one to which every hon. member 
in this Chamber looks for assistance to be 
given to those who require it, or whose neces­
sities -demand it. I only regret that this 
amount is so large, not because it is large, 
but because it is required. As to the causes 
of unemployment I would say that the able 
speeches which were delivered in this Chamber 
by the Premier and the Secretary for Public 
Lands' gave fully and completely the causes 
of unemployment. In their speeches they set 
out those causes. It is unquestionably by 
reason of excessive taxation that our industries 
have been circumscribed and development and 
progress in our industries have not taken 
place. We coul-d have no hetter evidence or 
no more complete answer or reason for un­
employment than that which was contained 
in the speeches delivered by the Premier and 
the Secretary for Public Lands. 

Mr. FOLEY (Leichharclt) : No doubt the 
hon. member for Albert by his remarks has 
taken quite a lot of sting out of the remarks 
made by the hon. member for Burnett and 
other hon. members opposite. He has practi­
cally made what might be termed a Govern· 
ment speech on this question. He has 
agreed that unemployment is practically 
certam under the present system of society, 
and that, no matter how pros1'erous a nation 
may be, unemployment will exist, and neces­
sarily it is the duty of the State to look after 
those unfortunates who are affected possibly 
through no fault of their own. The hon. mem­
ber for Burnett and other hon. members 
opposite have taken up the attitude that 
loecause unemployment exists this Government 
are responsible for it. I would refer them to 
New South Wal('s. There they have a 
Nationalist party in power with practically 
the same pohcy as that adopted by the Oppo· 
iHtiOn m Queensland, yet we find unemploy· 
ment to a greater extent in that State than 
€xists in Queensland to-day. 'We find further 
that New South Wales unloads a great number 
of its unemployed and unfortunates on to 
Queensland, because of the fact that our 
Government, recog·nising their duty to the 
unfortunate citizens. who are affected by the 
system, giVe out relief, and as a consequence 
the mflux of unemployed from New South 
Wa \es to other States is greatest in the cas-e 
of Queensland and makes the difficulty much 
worse for Queensland. Although I may be 
transgressing a little, I would like to refE!r 

the institution at Dunwich. The condi­
created by this Government for the aged 

individuals at Dunwich compared with those 
obtaining in New South Wales really stamp 
Dunwich as a paradise, with the resy,lt that 
a-dministrators find that where it is possible 
for aged persons or those needing to go to 
a home of that description to find their way 
to Queensland they invariably do so. I am 
just using that argument by v1ay of com· 
panson. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: They also sent 
patients to our sanatoria. 

Mr. FOLEY: If the Government of every 
State in this Commonwealth were to recog· 
nise their duty to those unfortunate people 
who are affected by the system as we know 
it to-day and gave some relief, no matter 
how small it might be, we would find that 
Queensland would not be affected to the same 
extent as she is to-day, and the amount of 
the vote which we are discussing to-day 
would not be required. 

I wish to get back to the question of 
unemployment hecause it has a bearing on 
this vote. The Government have endeav­
oured, and rightly so, to relieve the posi­
tion by passing what is known as the Unem­
ployed Workers Insurance Act. This Act 
gives the right to every worker to contribute 
to a fund so that when, through no fault of 
his own, he is thrown out of work, he shall 
receive the money due to him under that Act. 
The same system is in operation in practi­
cally every country in the world. We find 
it existing in such countries in Europe as 
Denmark, Sweden, Germany, and Austria. 
They each have a system of coping with the 
unemployment problem, which is really the 
cause of this vote. Why are hen. members 
on the opposite side of the Chamber endeav­
ouring to place the blame for the existence 
of unemployment in Queensland to-day on 
the party to which I belong? Their con ten· 
tion is ridiculous. Any student of economics 
knows that so long as the capitalistic system 
exists as we know it to-day and so long as 
there is production for profit instead of for 
use, we shall have unemployment, and it 
will be necessary for this Government to vote 
money for its relief, as it is required, no 
matter how large the vote may be. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): The contribu­
tion of the hen. member for Burnett to the 
solution of the unemployment problem was 
mainlv an attack on the Government for not 
having carried out the whole of the Labour 
programme in the few minutes or few hours, 
comparatively speaking, that they have been 
in power. The reasons for the existence of 
unemployment in Queensland are natural, 
particularly when it is borne in mind that 
all our primary production giv-es employ­
ment which is mostly seasonal. The 
intelligence of the hon. member has not 
been sufficiently brought to hear on that 
point. The conditions which produce unem· 
ployment are a matter quite outside of this 
State and are really ones for the Common· 
wealth Government to solve once and for 
all. Some of the unemployment in Queens­
land . is owing to sabotage by capital. 
For mstance, selectors must crutch and jet 
in season, and, if they do not work on their 
flocks, some of the best men herding sheep 
fall down. Some of the wealthy pastoral 
companies in good seasons employ less labour 
than in bad seasons. On at least one of 
the stations out in the vVarrego there has 
been no attempt to crutch and jet the sheep 
this season, the idea being that it is cheaper 

Mr. Bedford.] 
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in a time of plenty to take the loss rather 
than employ labour to obviate the loss. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: Is that really so when 
wool is the price it is to-day? 

Mr. BEDFORD: Yes. Further, there was 
one act of gross sabotage last year. It was 
in the refusal by the owners to skin or permit 
to be skinned, even though they were offered 
a ~air ~rice for th~ dead sheep, 800 sheep 
whiCh d1ed near Qmlp1e. Those sheep must 
have been worth 7s. or Ss. in wool. Then 
again another factor in the unemployment 
problem is the fact that shearing contractors 
in the South bring shearers to my electorate 
to do their work. After their work is com­
pleted, they take their cheques and the first 
train back to New South Wales. Under the 
Commonwealth agreement there is no power 

interfere in such cases. Therefore the 
possible scheme to alleviate unemploy-
is to see that neither this State nor 

any other State provides work for the people 
oversea. Primary industries are seasonal 
and it stands to reason that the only possibl~ 
way of w1pmg out unemployment absolutely 
is to foster secondary industries by prevent­
ing one articie coming into this country 
which can be manufactured here. That would 
mean wiping out preference to Great Britain 
or any other country. It might also mean in 
bad times-and this country is still feeling 

_the results of the war-that this action would 
have to he supplemented by the prevention 
of the importation of certain articles of 
luxury which are not necessary. The duty 
of wiping out unemployment comes only 
within the ambit of one authority and that 
is the Commonwealth Parliament.' Its duty 
is to consider not Britain or any other coun­
try, but to wipe out preference tariffs to 
Britain or any other country in order that 
every article that can be manufactured is 
manufactured and every stroke of work that 
can be done in this country is so done. I am 
quite sure that the vote for the distribution 
of relief of unemployment will decrease if 
we consider Australia only in the matter of 
industry arising from production. 

HoN. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbane): I do 
not wish to allow the opportunity to go by 
without making some reference to the allega­
tion made in the New South Wales Parlia­
ment by a responsible Minister that the 
Government in this State ha.ve been dump­
ing the unemployed on to New South Wales. 
Realising my responsibility as a Minister I 
am prepared to make this definite and clear 
statement: The Government are quite pre­
pared to bill New South Wales, Victoria 
and the other States for what they are doing 
for their unemployed and allow those Govern­
ments to do likewise to this Government. I 
am prepared to say that, if this is agreed to, 
Queensland w1ll not have to send a cheque 
to the other States, but that a cheque-and 
a pretty big one, too-will be received by 
us from them. I know as a private member 
from my own personal exP,er1ence, .and hon. 
members on both sides of the Chamber also 
know, that people come to Queensland from 
the other States to enter our sanatoria. 

Mr. KERR: I suppose that is on account 
of our climatic conditions. 

HoN. M. J. KIRWAN: Why then should 
there be all this talk of putting our unem­
ployed on to the New South Wales Govern­
ment when the other States are sending 
their unfortunate and afflicted people to 
Queensland? 

Mr. CoRSl!R: Are they? 

[Mr. Bedford. 

HoN. M. J. KIRWAN: The Home Secre­
tary, as a sympathetic administrator, ha& 
never turned an unfortunate 'sufferer from 
consumption away if he can get relief in the· 
sanatorium at Dalby. I knew a young man 
who came from New South Wales suffering 
from rheumatism in its first stage. He had 
been st:ongly advised to get to Muckadiila,. 
If poss1ble, and told that if he did so he 
would undoubtedly be cured. If the disease 
had been allowed to develop he might have 
been a cripple for life. Hon. members know 
that rheumatism is an uncomfortable corn .. 
plaint and is the cause of considerable 
suffering. I approached the 
tary in to this man, 
he with the money 

pay his board if he 
The Minister kindly enough 

gave a pass. Some time afterwards thi& 
young man called on me at Parliament House 
to expr·ess his gratitude. It quite a 
pleasure to see the difference in physical 
condition, and to know that he was able 
to go out into the world and earn his liveJi .. 
hood. I am quite sure that any other Home 
Secretary would have acted in a like manner. 
Other men have come to this State in the 
hope of obtaining relief from certain com­
plaints and have received sympathetic con­
sideration. Frequently applications are 
received from men who have travelled from 
other States to be admitted to Dunwich. 
Very often those men have only been two 
three weeks in the State when they 
their application. 

I have just been informed b;· the gentle­
man in charge of the Relief Department 
that only this morning he was approached 
for assistance bv a new arrival from Ade­
laide. We know that whether the Home· 
Secretary, the Assistant Home Secretary, 
the Under Secretary, or other responsible 
officer of the department, is concerned these 
cases are considered on their merits. 

. I wish ~o g:iv:e the facts particularly regard­
mg the mdrv1dual whose case was specifi­
cally mentioned in New South Wales, and 
whose ease was t~ken-unfairiy I say-by 
the Southern Mrmster as an ev1dence in 
support of his attempt to lead the people 
of New South Wales to believe that the 
Queensland Government were unloading 

their unemployed on New South 
[11.30 a.m.] Wales. I shall not give the 

name of the person publicly 
bu~ it may be '?btained by any hon. member 
pnvately. Th1s person was in Brisbane 
for some considerable time-about two or 
thre·e years. He followed the calling of a 
booksyller's assistant, and refused point 
blank. to look for work in any other 
d1rectwn than as " book:-eller's assistant. 
There is not a large demand for such a 
calling in Queensland, and the man was' 
unable to get work. He then secured the 
inte1·ventior, of a gentleman, who called 
the Home Office and explained that, if 
man were able to get to Bydney he would 
g1 ve an assuranc<; that he could get employ· 
mcmt there. Th1s assurance was taken by 
the Home Secretary, and it was agreed to 
g1ve the man the necessary pass to New 
South Wales. I think the hon. member for 
Albert, the ex Home Secretary, will admit 
that in taking that action this Government 
merely showed a continuance of the hon. 
gentleman's policy. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear ! 
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HoN. M. J. KIRW A~: There was another 
case where a woman with a young family 
made representations· to the Home Secre­
tary's Department to the ~ffect that ~er 
husband was in Sydney workmg, but, owmg 
to shortage of funds, he was unable to pay 
the fare of the family to Sydney. She 
appealed for assi,tance. What could be 
more right than for the Home Secretary's 
Department, after satisfying themselves as to 
the correctness of the facts, to issue a pass 
to enable that woman and her family to 
rojoin her huoband? We merely enabled 
them to be re-united and live together again, 
and enabled the woman to have the care 
and pro+nction of her husband. 

Hon. J·. G. APPEL: Quite correct, too. 

HoN. M. J. KIRWAN: It is only in cases 
like that that assistance is given. I can 
asmre hon. membPrs that the Home Depart­
ment-whether the Minister himself is con­
cerned, the Under Secretary, Mr. Gall, or 
Mr. Chuter, or anv other officer chosen to 
ir,yestiga te the matter-do not like to issue 
passes. They are isSlled only after the full­
est inquiries have been made and the de­
partment are satisfied th,,t everything is 
correct. \Vhen they do issue the passes they 
are only doing a right and fair thing, and 
hl'tve in manv instances assisted unfortunate 
and deserving people. 

As I indicated in my opening remarks, the 
Home Department are quite prepared to 
open up an account and charge up to the 
other States the keep of their sick and unfor­
tunate who happen to be in this State. In 
turn we would allow them to charge us 
with similar disbursements. I am quite 
satisfied that I know which office would 
receive the cheque at the end of the financial 
year. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) : I raised this 
question and I thmk we must all agree that 
the hon. gentleman made a very frank state­
ment with regard to the matter. 

HONOURABLE J\1EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KERR: Why was it, when the state­

ment was made by a responsible Minister in 
New South Wales, that the Queensland Go­
Yernment 'f\W fit to publish a denial of the 
occurrence? That fact requires investigation 
and cxplan~tion. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: \Vho denied it? 
Mr. KERR : It was denied in the daily 

Press. 
Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: I would like the 

hon. member to quote that statement and 
not io make wild statements, as he did the 
other day with regard to adulterated milk. 

Mr. KERR : The Secrotarv for Public 
\CYorks published his denial ·in the daily 
Press, :-,'et to-day the Assistant Home Secre­
tary acknowledges frankly that the state­
ments made by the New South Wales 
Minister were correct. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAX: I acknowledge noth­
ing of the kind. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman said that 
an able-bodied man who would not look 
for work other than in his particular calling 
received a passage to New South Wales. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAK: I did not say that. 
Do not misquote me. 

Mr. KERR : I would not misquote thf' 
hon. gentleman. Does the hon. gentleman 
now deny that the man received a pass to 
New South Wales? 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAX: Xo. 

Mr. KERR: WPJl, that is the position. 
I will not be browbeaten in the matter. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: And I will not be 
misrepresented by you. 

Mr. KERR: I have not misrepresented 
the hon. member. That man was an able­
bDClied man and he would not look for work 
iE this State except in his particular occupa­
tion. He desired a pass to New SOLith Wal~B 
lo enable him to seek work. 

Mr. \V~INSTAKLEY: Not to seek work. To 
go to a job. 

Mr. KERR: According to a further state­
r:wnt bv the New South Wales Minister that 
man i; unemployed and did not receive 
f'mployment when he reached New South 
\\'ales. I say the time is ripe when we 
should take exception to the Railway De­
partment having to carry the burden of these 
paSSE'S. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWA": That is another mis­
statement. 

Mr. KERR : The Railway Department 
ha Ye to carry the loss if the man went by 
the railway. ""o mane) passes in any way. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: It did not. 

Mr. KERR: The man might have gone 
by boat. 

Mr. FARRELL: Did the man not request a 
pass? 

Mr. KERR: Any man could make a 
request for a pass. I say if that man were 
in Queensland and would not work, he 
should not receive a pass to ~ew South 
Wales. 

Mr. FARRELL: Does the hon. member 
know that the man was suffering from 
hernia when he received that pass? 

Mr. KERR: I do not know that that has 
anvthing to do with the question. Could 
he- not get rid of his hernia in Queensland 
just as well as in New South Wales? I do 
know that he would not look for work other 
than in his own calling, and the Government 
gave him a pass to New South Wales. 

At 11.38 a.m., 
Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. KERR: The New South Wales 
:Minister made a statement and it was 
denied by the Secretary for Public Wor_ks. 
Was that denial justified? This mormng 
the Assistant Home Secretary verified the 
remarks of the Minister in New South Wales 
and I think it is only right that we should 
voice our condemnation of such a system. 

Mr. FARRELL: You are kicking up a fuss 
over nothing. 

M1·. KERR: This is the right place to 
kick up a fuss. The question of the various 
institutions is outside the issue altogether. 
\V o know that people from all over Australia 
come to our beautiful climate and they are 
entitled to do so. In cases where they may 
have a disease or somo illness necessitating 
some other climate it may be justifiable to 
issue a pa". The same thing is applicable 
where Queenslanders require to go to a 
cold climate such as Tasmania. However, 
that is a side issue. 

Then we have another .example of an able­
bodied man who was working in New South 
\Vales. His family happened to be in 
Queensland and applied for a pass to join 

M1·. Kerr.l 
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him. That pass was given. I do not think 
that a justifiable charge on our revenue. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAX: You are pretty hard 
to please. 

]\Tr. KERR: It is not a question of pleas· 
ing me. If this were made a general pi:in­
ciple, the Government would be spendmg 
thousands of pounds and hundreds of people 
>vould be only too willing to take advantage 
of the privilege. 

Mr. POLLOCK (G1·egory): I want to make 
my position quite ch'a_r in regard to t~e 
relief question. There IS no doubt that th1s 
expenditure is being very carefully scrutinised 
everywhere in Queensland to-day. I believe 
that, so far as it is humanly possible, very 
little is allowed to get through that is not 
justified. I know that in those places in 
which I have personal experience the polic" 
controlling this vote are very, very careful 
to sec, in so far as they possibly can see. 
that relief is only granted in bona fide cases. 

·:\lore than that, I think cannot be done by 
anyone. 

I have no wish to transgress the Standing 
Orders, but I would like to refer in passing 
to the fact that the vote for outdoor relief 
would be very much greater than it is were 
it not for the Country \Vomen's Association 
'lnd the good work they perform in assisting 
:r::eccssitous cases in this connection. 

OP!'OSJTIO:>r MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
:Cdr. EDWARDS : You would not allow me 

ro sav that yesterday. (Laughter.) 
:Mr~ POLLOCK: As I said. I have no 

desire to transgress the Standing Orders and 
I am merely -doing what I permitted every 

.other hon. member to do yesterday when I 
occupied the chair-that is, to deal with that 
association in so far as it relates to the par­
ticular vote under discussion. (Hear, hear !) 
This association in Winton not long ago gave 
several amounts extending from £10 upwards 
t•} families in very necessitous circumstances. 
ln s0me instances those families had ha-d 
their bread-winners taken from them, and 
the aBsociation was able by that means to 
save this department a similar outlay, if not 
a greater outlay, and for that reason the 
thanks of the State are due to these women, 
who in many cases have gone out of their 
"ay to assist people who deservedly need 
relief. While it is not permissible to discus~ 
their politics, if they have any, anybody 
who does anything in the shape of assisting 
rhose who arc down and out deserves the 
lommendation of the community, and I dis­
a.gree entirely with those who say this body 
has not its uses. It has its uses, and in the 
\V est ern districts it is proving a very very 
m~ful body in the matter of saving the 
giving of reiief by the State. Of course they 
can handle these matters in a very much 
Letter manner than the average policeman 
or State official can handle them, particu­
lcrly when it comes to dealing with women 
', ho require relief. (Hear, hear!) There is 
no doubt they can do very much more, and 
in a very much more satisfactory way to the 
recipient of relief. After all, the avBrage 
woman, who perhaps has lost her husband 
and is left with a large family, does not like 
to go along to the police station looking for 
relief. Most people consider it degrading. 
J remember many years a.go, through no 
fault of my own, I had to go and get relief, 
and I can assure hon. members that I did 
not appreciate it at all. 

~lr. CORSER: Was that in the time of the 
Tory Government? 

[Jlr. Kerr. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Yes. (Laughter.) I must 
say the treatment wa.s very difforent then to 
what it is now. The rf1tions then were, 
"Ten, two, and a-quarter." 

Mr. CORSER: It went further then. 
Mr. POLLOCK: As a matter of fact it 

di.cJ not go an:v further. A !, lb. of sugar and 
2 oz. of tea did not go any further in those 
days than it goes to-day. 

Mr. CORSER: Yon a.re cutting it down. 
Mr. POLLOCK: I can assure hon. mem­

bers that those were th•· rations given in 
those days. I rcrcived them, and I have a 
very fair idea of what they were. No one 
desires to go for relief if it is possible ~o 
avoid it, and it is only those ;vho are shromc 
'• out of works" and " \von t works -who 
have no feeling of honour at all-who will 
go along for relief unless it is ab~olutely 
necessary. As I say, women find 1t very 
.difficult to approach the officer in charge of 
police in the search of relief. It is much 
~ usier to go to a body such as the Country 
Women's Association, for they then have to 
deal with their own sex, and I say they have 
received sympathetic treatment from the 
members of that association, and I hope they 
'.>ill continue their operations, and that the 
Government will give them every credit for 
what they are doing. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. TAYLOR (TVind5or): I was very 
pleased to hear the remarks of the Chairman 
of Committees, the hon. member for Gre­
gory, with regard to the Country Women's 
Association particularly after the attack 
that was J~ade on that association in the 
Committee yesterday. The hon. member, I 
take' it spol<e with an inside knowledge of 
the w~rk that that association is doing. 
Jmmediatelv that association becomes poli­
tical-I hope it will not-then its sphere of 
usefulness will be a.bsolutely gone, but so 
long as it continues its present programme 
and carries out the ideas placed before the 
country women of Queensland, then it will be 
ot very great benefit to country women 
throug·hout Queensland. As I said yester­
day the women in our outback areas are 
thoroughly deserving of the very best that 
we c.;m r:ivc them as a. State. 

'There should be some different system in 
operation as between the States in the matter 
of passes issued to certain individuals. If a 
man can come along to the Home Depart­
ment, as we have been told by the Assistant 
Home 8ecreta.ry this morning, and can con­
vince those in c.harge of that department 
that he has a position to go to in a neigh­
bouring State, then that State should pay his 
fare. That is the view I hold in regard to 
that. When a man comes a.long and puts tho 
position before the department, such as was 
put by t.he Assistant Home Secretary this 
morning, I do not think that this State 
should be called upon to pay the expense of 
removing him out of the State. I suppose 
it would be difficult to apply a very hard and 
fast rule in regard to the matter. There has 
to be a considerable amount of sympathetie 
administration in connection with that 
department, and there is no doubt that _occa­
sions will arise when the department will be 
misled even after it has made most careful 
inquiries into the case brought before them. 

Hon. M. J. KrRWAN: Hear, hear! Hon. 
members are taken down every week. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Exactly. I oan fully bear 
out what has been said this morning that the 
most careful inquiries apparently are made 
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'by the police before outdoor relief is grant<od. 
·Qmto a number of us know that because 
people come to us and ask us to go to the 
"Clepartment w1th regard to their particular 
cases. My experience is that they only tell 
you really about a quarter of what thev 
.should tell you, and when we go to th-;, 
department and inquire as to what has 
been done and the officials turn up the 
records, we find that a lot more information 
should have been given to us bv the indi. 
·viduais applying for relief before ;,ve 
approached the department at all. The 
policP cvidentlv make the most careful 
inqtciry. I hav'e had occasion to g;o to the 
dcpar;ment in regard to quite a number of 
C82ns-and in not one single instance haYe 
I been able io find that the information which 
has ll'cen supplied by the police to the 
department can be upset in one single 
degree. It is borne out entirely by the 
persons them.selves when you come to quE'stion 
them. I thmk, therefore, that everv care 
is exercised in that direction. • 

I was rather surprised to hear certain 
remarks made in connection with this vote bv 
the hon. noember for Kennedy, who said 
that under the present capitalistic system­
as hn crrlled it-unemnlovment would a:lwavs 
,exist. Probablv a re;'taln amount of unem­
ployment will exist, but under an 
Administration such as we have got now 
we have ab3olute proof of its existence, and 
it is likely to continue to exist for quite a 
long time. The hon. member made the 
remarkable statement that inventions and 
machinery of various kinds create unemplo;y­
ment. I cannot follow the hon. member's line 
of argument at all in that matter. I might 
mention one industrv in connection with that 
matter-for instance, motor cars. Unfortn· 
nately they are not made in Australia. Can 
anyone say that because the building of 
buggi.es and sulkies practically has gone out 
of ex1stenc0 there are less men employed in 
industry to-day? TherE' has simply been a 
tr8nsferencc of men engag;ed in building 
sulkies and that kind of thing to the motor 
industry, which has gone ahead by leaps and 
hounds. Hundreds and probablv thousands 
of people to-day are running; motor ears who 
previously had no buggy or sulkv. A 
'Considerable<' amount of- ro;-enue is coming 
to the Commonwealth Government on account 
·of the duties in connection with motor cars, 
and a considf'rable sum comes to this Govern­
ment to enable them to carrv out their main 
Toads policy, in the shape of the tax imposed 
on motor car~, which did not exist previously. 
All these factors have to be taken into 
consideraiion. if you intend to offer any 
kind of intelligent criticism. 

I was rather surprised at the remarks of 
the hon. member for Townsville when he said 
that to ask a, man to do a certain amount of 
work for a certain amount of pay was degrad­
"ing and debasing. I always thought work was 
honest and honourable. \Ve hear a lot about 
honest toil. As the Chairman of Committees 
pointed out, the true worker does not like to 
ask for doles-he would rather be given a 
job. There is nothing more pathetic in our 
civilisation to-dav than that an able-bodied 
man with dependants should be out of 
employment. The greatest possible effort 
should be made by the Government to create 
employment as far a,s they possibly can. We 
'have an Unemployed Workers Insurance Act 
.in operation in Queensland, which no doubt 
has conferred a great benefit on quite a, 

number of people. but I consider that in a. 
magnificent S'tate like Queensland, with its 
huge undeveloped resources, it is a slur upon 
ns as Queenslanders that it should have been 
neces;:;ary to pas::; such a measure. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (Nanrzngo): I want to 
flatly contradict a statement which I under­
tan-cl '''as made by the hon. member for 

Townsville, to the effect that I had ma.de 
an . insinuotion, or a definite statement, 
cgamst th8 unemployed or the workers. 
When I was speaking yesterday, I stated 
clefinitelv that there was in the State of 
Queensland a percentage of what we can 
safely term professional swagmen, and I 
"''!l'[!;0,tcd to the Home Secretary that everv 
effort shoukl be made to see that thes;, 
professional 0wagn1en earned the rations that 
they ?Ot from the State. That is the state­
ment I m&de. and I made it ahsolntelv clear 
that, in my opinion, it should be the duty of 
nny GDvernment, as the hon. member for 
Windsor ~tated, at all times to see that, as 
far as poe.sible, \\-ork is g;iven to the man who 
is willing; to accept it. I think that a 
Government should assist the unemployed tG> 
find "ork. but to assist men to carrv theie 
swa?s abcut the State asking for rations is 
simply deg;rading to the men. Th0 GO\·ern­
ment should see that no able-bodied men, 
particularly in a State with the resources of 
Queensland. should be out of work. There is 
no occasion for them to be out of work. 
There is work for everyone who is willing 
to do it. 

The TKVIPORARY CHAIR::'11AK: I hope 
i he hon. member will confine his remarks to 
the vote for " Outdoor Relief'' which is 
before the Cornn1ittee. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: Work should be given 
to the unemployed, and if work cannot be 
found for them they should be proYided with 
food. 

I was pleased to hear the statement made 
b~- the hon. member for Gregory that the 
countrv di~tric>ts as"ociations, such as the 
Counh:v \Vomen's Association, should be 
;·esisted in ,,very way possible. The subjed 
of thp yote vYe are disrus~ing this morning 
is the verv thing that this association is 
l!ivino: attention to in the country districts. 
They· have been largely responsible for a 
great deal less money being required for 
rdicf during the last financial year. In 
manv districts thev have not onlv assisted in 
the fc<>ding of children, but ha\·e also seen 
that thE' chldrnn were clothed. I congratu. 
late the hon. member on the statement he 
has made about the assistance which the 
Country ·women's AscDciation so willingly 
give to the needy people in Queensland. I 
think ihat m-cry encouragement should be 
given to the association in their work. 

:'vir. W. COOPER (Rosezcood): The hon. 
member for Nanango gave credit to the 
Countrv \Vomen's Association for the manner 
in which thev have assisted those who are in 
need in the country. Every Government 
which has been in power in Queensland since 
the inauguration of self-government has 
endeavoured, as far as its lights would 
permit it, to help those who were in need. 
\Vhile I commend the Countrv \Yomen's 
Association for their attitude towards 
those who are in need in the country, 
.1 want to point out that there is an avenue 
by which necessitous people may get relief, 
particularly those who have been left 
widowed when the breadwinner has gone. 

Mr. W. Cooper.l 
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The State Children Department provide a 
certain amount of relief to these unfortunate 
peaple. It has been stated that it is neces­
sar" for a strict supervision to be exercised 
in regard to the moneY expended in this 
direction, and I think that the Government 
have endeevoured to see that no one imposes 
on the State by nceiving relief to which 
they are not justly entitled. \Ve know from 
experience that the human race is prone to 
look upon everyone with suspicion. \Ve find 
that disa-bilities have been placed upon men 
who have made application for relief. A 
vest number of questions are being asked. 
Vle knm·; that they are mostly honest mon 
who apply for relief, and that they would nat 
do so except through necessity. As the hon. 
n1en1ber for Kanango said. it is almost a 
matter of impossibility to find work for all. 
I have never met a man who has applied 
for relief-and I have had a groat deal of 
cx:I~eriencc in regard to 1nen applying for 
relwf-who has not been willing to do a 
certain amount of work in return for the 
food or other requiBit.cs given. As a case 
in point, a man came along and asked me 
whether I could give him work. I said 
''YE'", comr· along, I have a wagon-load of 
wood. If you ,,-ill cut that wood up, I will 
pay you for it. That is practically what you 
ask." He weut to work and cut up the 
Y agon-load of wood, and it took him four 
and a-ha.Jf hours. 'vVhen he came to me I 

<aid, " \Yell, YOU have finished 
[12 noon] your job?" ''Yes," he said. I 

asked him what he wanted, and 
he said, " I want 4s. 6d." The rate of pay 
fixed by the Arbitration Court is infinitelv 
more tlian ls. an hour, and I told him and I 
gave him 100 per cent. more than he asked. 
I mentian this to show that all men who carry 
their swags are not bad, and that one act of 
kindness may lead a man into some better 
position; and I am sorrv that hon. members 
i10 this Chamber have en"deavoured to belittle 
the efforts of the Government to carrv out 
the humanitarian policy which they" have 
adopted for so many years. I remember 
very vividly what happened under previous 
Governments, particularly at the time of the 
hank crisis in 1893, when hundreds of men 
in New South V\'aloo and Queensland and 
every other State were cast out on to the 
sireets. Bank managers were even compelled 
to go out as navvies on the road. The 
Government erected soup kitchens in the 
streets, ea using them to be exposed to the 
public view and practically making paupers 
of them. Our system to-day is infinitely 
better than it was in the good old Torv 
days when every man was considered to be 
fltir prey for an employer. The Govern­
ment have done a lot more towards relieving 
the distress of the poor and unemployed than 
was ever ,attempted before in Australia; and 
we mu·t go on. 

I agree with the hon. member for Windsor 
that secondary industries are of the utmost 
!mport~nce.. If we could establish secondary 
mdustnes m Queensland, it would not be 
very lang before we would solve the unem­
ployment problem. V\'e could reduce the 
number of unemployed in Queensland bv at 
least 75 per cent.-I am not sanguine enough 
k say that we C'JU!d supply work for every­
body. The casual employment of men in the 
sugar and other industries causes some of 
them to be thrown out of work at different 
~imes. w~ereae, if they had any say ·-iJ1 it, 
they would be emploved all the year round. 
A man is bom on to this earth' with every 

[Mr. W. Cooper. 

right that any other man possesses-! am· 
not going to say that ha is born Pqual with 
every other man-and, if men are thrown: 
out of employment, then that is the fault af 
the capiblistic system which we enjoy-that 
is, if we do enjoy it. For my part. I da not. 

Mr. BRAND; It 1s the fault of the 
GoYernmcnt. 

Mr. W. COOPER: The unfortunate thing 
is that the hon. member did not happen to 
be a member of a Government party in the 
past, and, judging from his remarks, I do 
not think that he knows anything at all 
a.bout this Government's system for the 
relief of the unemployed. \Ve have to deal 
with unemplo:;·mcnt in the way which 
appears to us to be best. and the Govern­
ment have established an unemployment 
insurance schcn1e which has rcliev·od many 
men. I hope to see it go on. It is the most 
equitable system I can sec just at present; 
but we have to adYancc, and \\'8 ma.y in the 
near future provide some scheme under which 
we shall have no unemployment. ::\'o hon. 
member can toll me that everv man is bad. 
EYcry man 1vho carries his SIV,~g is not bad. 
I have known men who have carried their 
swag reach the highest rungs of the ladder, 
not onl.v in the professions but in poli lies 
ac, well. If we are going to be " great 
nation, we have to carry out the dictates of 
Christianity, and, unless we do that, then 
the prayer which the Spca.ker re-,ds every 
morning is hypocrisy. I hope that hon. 
mumbers apposite will r,·aliso that t,lwy are 
men, and that thev have many friends 
amongot the people· of Queensland whose 
,,elfare is in their keeping; and I hopo that 
this great Stat-e will provid.- so far as is 
possible, relief for every unfortunate man 
who cannot find employment. 

Mr. CORSER (lJurnett): All along the 
Oppositian have done all in their power to 
point out to the Government the necPssity 
for taking the action which the hon. member 
who has just sat down claims that they have 
not ta.ken. Right along we have tried to· 
bring home to the Government t.he necessity 
for realising the condition of things. Hon. 
members opposite have stood up in their 
place<> and quoted the amount of this vote 
without knowing that a considerable amount 
was also being provided for unemployment 
on page 111 of the Estimates, under the 
Unemployment Insurance Office, which with 
this vote makes a tota.l af over £200,000, 
instead of the £28,000 which they thought 
was sufficient, and which they used in their 
comparison of this Administration with 
previous Governments. 

The hon. member for Rosewood tallm about­
the Christian spirit. It is the Opposition 
who have endeavoured right along to show 
the Christian spirit-(Government laughter) 
-who have by their criticism sheeted home 
to the Government the necessity for making 
adequate provision for the unemployed; and 
now the hon. member for Rosewood has 
ma,de an apology on their behalf to this 
Committee by asking the Opposition to do 
what they can to help the Government to, 
provide that assistance which is the due of 
all the unem ploycd. 

Mr. P A YKE (JI itchell) : To me there is 
nothing more deplorable than to see an able­
bodied man raarr,ing about and seeking work 
and unabie to get it. There is nothing in 
creatian more c,dculated to degrade a man 
than that. I 2gree that everything should 
be done to solve this vexed question af unem-
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;>loyment. The unfortunate thing-and I 
suppose it appl1es to other States in Aus­
tralia as well-i·· that our industries are in 
many casc,s only seasonal. Take the shearing 
and sugar industries or railway construction 
work, which is all temporary work. A man 
gBts work at one or the other and is 
employed for a time, and then he 'is turned 
out into the wilderness, so to speak, looking 
for work. The hon. member for vVarrego hit 
the nail right on the head when speaking 
on a mlutioa of thB unemployment problem. 
That is a matter to which I have given a good 
deal of thought. There is only one Parlia­
nlcnt in Australia to deal \vith this question, 
and that is the Fed0ral Parliament. Until 
we can have the secondary industries starkd 
in Australia, and started in such a way as 
will give pennanent employment to a large 
number of men .and women, I do not know 
how \Ye are going to {:=")lvo the unemployment 
CJUCstion. As a practical Australian who has 
traYell,,d about Australia in a practical way 
it has appeared to me for a number of year~ 
that a country like Australia, which is trem­
ing \Yith national rosourcPs, offers oppor­
tunities in advance of other countries of the 
·world in e'tablishing secondary industries. 

Tlw TE::V1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. gentleman to connect his 
r<>marks with the vote. 

Mr. PA YNE: I was only dealing with the 
·qu<'~tion that was raised. 

The TEYIFORARY CHAIRMA:'-J: Order ! 
Mr. P A Y:'-JE : The only way that we can 

aYoid unemployment in Queen.land is to 
start those ec:condary industries, and the onlv 
way to do that i, to have a national Govern­
ment in nmYer which ''ill bring in a protec­
tive taviff. 

Mr. KELSO: A "\"ationalist Government? 

Mr. I'AYXE: Xo; a national Govern­
ment-an Australian Government. This 
·question should agitate the minds of all hon. 
members. The hon. member for Warrego 
hit the nail on the head when he said the 
only way to solve the question was to otart 
secondary industries. 

Mr. ELPHI~STONE: That is exactly what we 
ha vc preached for years. · 

Mr. PAYN"E: Until \\e have a Parliament 
to do ,,-hat I hav,, suggested we shall alwaYs 
havu nncnltJloyrr:ent. u 

:c\Ir. ELPHI~STOKE: It is not a matter for 
P ~rliamcnt: it i;::. a 1natter for private enter­
prise. 

Mr. PA Y::-iE: I believe that there would 
be no UliPUJ:Jloymcnt in Australia if 
secondarv i~odustri0s were established in the 
wav tha't the' should be. I believe that 
millions of J)ounds would come to this 
country to start secondarv industries if there 
were a Government in the national Parlia­
ment to giye them protection and enable 
them to start. That is the only way to solve 
the unemplcymcnt question. Some people 
m1ght say that 'Ye would be doing an injus­
tice to th{' mctherland by creating unem­
p!oymcnt. 'thf're. Let the people in the 
motherland com8 ont here-we want them 
here. Let us create, a new England here. 
\Vit·h our \Yondprful rcsourcos '"-'8 C'oulcl carrv 
million, and milliard of people if the righ't 
policy werG a·dopterl. I agree with the hon. 
member for \Varrego that the only way to 
permanently solve the unemployment ques­
tion is to have a national Government in 

r,ower 111 thG Federal Parliament which 
would give protection to capital coming hBre 
to start secondary industries. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Does the hon. gentle-
man ;ay that there is no protection now? 

At 12.13 p.m., 
The CHAIR)IAN resumed the chair. 
::Yh. DEACON (Cunn:nulwrn): I have 

listened to the remarks of hon. members 
opposite. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order : The hon. 
gentleman has exhau·oted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. KELSO (Tunda.h): It is most interest­
ing to hear the remarks of the hon. member 
for Mitchell that the Labour Government are 
now beginning to see that what has been 
suggested for years from this side should have 
been adopted. 

Mr. PAYNE: I have be·en here for twenty 
':cars and I have not heard it suggested from 
the Opposition. 

Mr. EmvARDS: \Vhy ·do you not listen? 

Mr. KELSO: It was rather refreshing to 
see the statement in the paper this morning 
that the future policy of the Government, 
according to the Secretary for Agriculture, in 
the South, was to be no State ·enterprises. 

Mr. FARRELL: That 1s the "Courier" 
report. 

Mr. KELSO: I think the report coming 
from :\Ielbourne will be found to be correct. 
I do not know if, when the Sccrc tary for 
Agriculture arrives back and gets hauled over 
the coals by caucus, he will reverse \vhat he 
has sai·d. The Sc,cretary for Mine' comes back 
from the old land with fresh i<leas. The very 
first thing he said on arrival in Australia 
\vas that there was nothing that impressed 
him more than the fact that we must have 
secondary industri<'s if Australia was to be 
populate·d and go ahead. 

Hon. M. J. KJRWA='l: That is not new. 
I have heard him 'aying that for years. 

Mr. KELSO : Evident!:.' the policy adopted 
by the Government has not. giYen sufficient 
protection to encourage capital to com'f: here. 
The hon. member for .!Yiitchell Sfn s that wr. 
1nust have secondary it ... dR,trit'"J, anr-1 he cannot 
unr!crst"nd why we hj ·:e not got secondary 
industries. Hon. m-1nbcrs on this side have 
contended that the very finest thing that could 
happen for the fan!l{orc. \\ould be to have a 
large nun1ber of lYJen clnplo-;-cd in secondarJ 
indnstri,es consuming the farn1crs' pro-ducts. 

The CHAIRMAN': Order! I ask the hon. 
gentleman to connect his remarks with the 
vote. 

Mr. KELSO: I am trying. to connect them 
in this way: If we had a large number of 
secondary industries to absorb tho people in 
remunerative emplo; ment, there would not 
be very much nec<cssity for money for outdoor 
relief. 

Mr. \VrNSTANLEY: They have uncmployeJ 
where they have secondary industries. 

Mr. KELSO : Hon. members opposite if 
thoy are honest must admit that the reason 
why vve have no sccondarv industries in 
Queensland is because taxatl.on drives away 
the, man with capital. 

Mr. PAYNE: I have sKorn evidence to the 
contrary. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman may 
have sworn evidence to the contrary. At the 

Mr. Kelso.] 
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prcsf'nt time I know of a friend who has 
a·dmitted to me that he received a very con­
siderable income. and he spreads that capital 
over the States of Australia, the majority of 
it. being invested in Yictoria. vVhy? It is 
only human nature to invest moneY where one 
has· to pay the !<oast amount of taxation. 

The CHAIRJ\IAK: Ord,r! I hav. allowed 
the hon. gentleman a considerable amount of 
latitude. 

:11r. KELSO: Following the remarks of the 
hon. member for :Hitchcll I want to point out 
that if secondar·· industries were ·established, 
there would be ,:er:>· little unemployment, and, 
therefore. Yerv little need for outdoor relief. 
It would be ar1 ideal 6tate if evcrv man in the 
community who wanted work cotild get work. 
\Ve kno\\:. unfortunately-I agree with th0 
hon. member for Mitchell-that one of the 
most pathetic things in the world is lo have 
able-bodied men looking for work and unable 
to procure it. Th:e policy adopted by the 
Government up to the present has driven 
capital awaT, and there has been no chance 
of encouraging the establishm,ent of secondary 
lndu~trics hcr0. Queensland grO\YS the vPr:.~ 
be"t wool in the Commonwealth. Look at the 
pricee that arc being realised. We ha,·e the 
---c:-~els taking· the \Vool a\Yay from Queens­
Ln.l, 2nd taking it ·down to Victoria to be 
11Drked up into manufactured articles, and 
those g-oods are then brought back to Queens­
l,ancL The men who ought to be here develop­
ing our Stde are employed down South. 

l\h. FARRELL: The Prime Minister sold the 
woollen wills owned by the Commonwealth, 
and blankets have gone up since then. 

lYh. PAY:\E: Taxation is very high in Gredt 
Britain. 

::\lr. KELSO : I am not talking about Great 
Britain: I am talking about Australia. It is 
a YPry fair argument to compar·e the condi­
tions obtaining in Queensland with those 
obtaining- down South, and statistics show dis­
tinctly that the taxation paid in Victoria is 
onl:-, half of what is paid here. 

J'.Ir. FARRELL: On what salaries? 
~vli. I{.ELSG ; Tlw people vvill not invest 

their money in s"condary industries here, when 
they can obtain a considerably bigger return 
on their capital in Victoria. The eame thing 
applies to a lesser extent in New South vVales. 

Ha ye hen. members opposite or the Govern­
n1cnt ever given any encouragement to ilnmi­
;.;·ration during· the last nine years'! They 
know perfectly well that it does not suit their 
hook to have immigrants coming here. 

::Mr. BRUCE: To relieve the unemployment 
in Great Britain? 

l\lr. KELSO: If the Government went in 
£or an active scheme of immigration, they 
would lose the control that they now exercise. 
How is it that at the present time Canada is 
getting three tim ~ s the number of people to 
go there than come to ~~ustralia? 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I would remind 
the hon. member that he is getting a long 
way away from the vote under discussion. 

Mr. KELSO: I do not want to disagree 
with you, Mr. Pollock, but it is a fair 
argument to point out the reason why the 
amonnt of outdoor relief is so large, and to 
suggest a method by which that amount can 
be reduced. 

Mr. FARRELL : Your only suggestion to 
reduce it is to adopt a system of immigra· 
tion. 

[Mr. Kelso. 

Mr. KELSO: Hon. members on the 
opposite side of the Chamber are annoyed 
because I am putting up an argument which 
they do not like. It is very easy to discern 
when they do not care about an argument, 
becau>e they immediately squeal. We have 
the example of the United States of America, 
who for fifty years was willing to take 
immigrants from anywhere in order to build 
np her population. 

Mr. BRUCE: They have now found out the 
results of that policy, and have shut their 
doors to immigration. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: You trv and enter 
America now and see the result.' 

Mr. KELSO: The facts are that America 
for fifty years was prepared to take any 
person who liked to go there. They wanted 
to fill up their emptv spaces, and it is most 
peculiar tha.t even the polyglot races have 
turned out splendid citizens there. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! l: was not 
prFsent when the hon. member for JYiitcheli 
was speaking. 

Mr. KELSO : I can see, Mr. Chairman, 
that you do not like my argument, and I 
do not want to go against your ruling. I 
felt that it was only my duty to reply to 
the hon. member for Mitchell, who 
apparently wanted to know certain things. 
You allowed him to diocuss this matter. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! Order ! I 
ask the hon. member to resume his seat. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): It seems 
to me that hon. members on the opposite 
side of the Chamber have lost sight of the 
fact that relief is for indigent persons. In 
all the arguments-or rather wanderings­
that they have advanced I have not heard 
from them of any country in the world where 
there .are no indigent persons. It is useless 
to attempt< to make comparisons between 
yarious countries and this State in order 
to point out that conditions are better some­
where else. It is absolutely futile for the 
hen. member for Nundah to say that the 
Cuv-t-L:U.i11Gilt havt> dull~ 1:tOLl1~.l:tg_ for lulnligra.­
tion. It does not solve the relief question, 
nor is there any moral in it. 

Mr. KELSO: Unfortunately you did not 
hear my argument. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The facts are that, 
while the Government may have done nothing 
to encourage immigration, the figures of the 
Commonwealth Statistician show that their 
work has been so effective that it has 
attracted more people to this State in the 
last few years than any other State in the 
Commonwealth. 

GovERNMENT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Relief does not enter 
into the question of immigration. I defy 
any hon. member to point to any country, 
no matter if the greatest autocratic or the 
highest form of socialistic government pre­
vails there, where it has been found that 
relief is not necessary? It is useless for 
hon. members opposite to say that there is 
some form of government under which _relief 
is not necessarv. Even under the hrghest 
form of socialistic government relief will 
be necessary for those people who have not 
the capacity to look after themselves. In 
every organised society there must be a 
certain number of people like that. Unless 
the philanthropists of these days are going 
to smother the incompetents and inerts, 
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they must still be fed. 'l'he State recognises 
its. responsibility to those people who are 
unable to look after themselves. It is the 
bounden duty of the State to do that, no 
matter whether it costs £100 or £10,000. 
The amount of money paid for relief is 
merely indicative of the necessity for relief. 
A year or two ago we s~ent £170,000 _for 
relief .. The samA amount IS not now bemg 
spent because there is not the necessity for 
it. Twenty or twenty-five years ago, or 
when the hon. member for Albert was the 
guardi'an angt;l <;>f the Home .Office, the 
genius who distnbuted the relief handed 
out to each person 2 oz. of sugar, 2 oz. of 
tea, and so many pounds of bread and meat, 
but, owing to the advanced state . of the 
legislation of this Government, whwh h>;s 
increased the comforts of the people, It 
has been found necessary to increase that 
ration scale and give a better and bigger 
'upply. Consequently expenses have go_ne 
up. It is useless for hon. members opposite 
to try and blame the Government for that 
fact. These are things of which the Govern­
ment are proud. All the talk of establishing 
secondary industries will not solve the ques­
tion. Secondary industries have not been 
established in this State because the 
capitalists are provided with a much better 
return in the 6~ per cent. free of income 
tax bonds in addition to being saved the 
anxiety and worry ~hey would b_e subject to 
if they had their money mvested m 
industries. 

Mr. KELSO : Are not secondary industries 
increasing in Victoria? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Statisticians in the 
different States give different interpretations 
of what secondary industries are. \Ve do 
not want this Sta'te to be a State of cheap 
manufacturing lines. We do not want this 
State to get down to the level of many of 
the countries of the old world, which are 
great manufacturing centres. We want this 
State to be developed on better and higher 
lines than that. 

Mr. KELSO : How then are you going to 
give employment to the people in the towns? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: This Government 
I am sure "·ill not employ them as they were 
employed for many years past and make 
physical wrecks of them. The idea that this 
country cannot live and obviate the necessity 
for relief without pulling things off a. ship 
and putting things on a ship,. and without 
putting things in and pulling things out of 
a factory is ridiculous. 

Mr. KELSO : You would not be game to 
tell the people of Ipswich that? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I can assure the 
hon. member for Nundah that I have never 
been afraid to express my opinions, and I 
have never, if he has, hid my light 
under a bushel. Relief cannot be obviated 
in that wav. \Ve must meet the exigencies 
nf the situation no matter what we do, and 
all the talk in the world will not remedy 
the situation. The whole question is: Are 
we doing enough for those people who are 
in need, and are we attempting to remedy 
the position quickly enough? I bclicYe that 
the officer in charge of the relief is doing 
his work efficiently and sympathetically. I 
only hope that he has always before him 
the words, " He gives twice who gives 
1uickly." I know that the work of the 
department is performed in a satisfactory 
manner, that the police are very careful in 

their inquiries, and appear to me to exercise 
due care in giving where it is necessary to 
give, and in withholding where it is their 
duty to withhold. 

Hox. M. J. KlRWAN (Brisb·:me): I have 
just a few "ords to Bay in closing tho debate. 
Tl1ev are in the nature of supplementing 
rn> ~previous remarks in repl:ying to the 
state1ncnts of the hon. member for Enoggera. 
The hon. member, in attnmpting to reply to 
mv .statements, endeavoured to cre:tte the 
imprPssion in Committee that the Secretary 
for Public w·orks had made an entirely dif. 
ferent statement to the one that I made this 
morning. That is incorrect. As a matter 
of fact, the reference that was made by the 
Secretary for Public Works, in replying to 
certain statements, was to an altogethe1· 
different case. I .do not know that I 
am justifwd in taking up a. great deal of th., 
time of this Committee in replying to an 
hon. member who stated that hydrometers. 
cgg-noodle·s, ve1min destroyers, and butter 
nre'·ervativcs had been found bv the Go­
~·<'rnment , \nahet in milk. (Laughter.) 
Regarding the 1-r'ian \vho was giycn .a pass t? 
Syd,ey, as a matter of fact, his first appli-

cation was for a pass to England. 
[12.30 p.m.] He spent no little time worr:ting 

:Mr. Gall, the Under Secretary, 
for that pass. Eventually, on the represei:· 
tat.ions of sev<:>ral )lromment men of this 
citv. and on the distinct statement made b:v 
him that he could find employment in Syd­
llcy, he \Vas given a pass. 

I wish to add that the statement of the 
hon. member for Enoggera, that the Rail­
way Department bears the cost of those 
pa,ses, is incorrect. The hon. member ought 
to know, and I give him this informatio_n for 
future use. that when any department Bsues 
a pass, whether to an officer of the depart­
ment or in such a case as has been quoted. 
that particular department is responsible to 
the Railway Department for the value of the 
pa", whether it be 3s. or £3. 

Generally speaking, the Relief Department 
have not receiYed criticism of an unfavour­
able character. I think it will be admitted 
by hon. members who know the officers in 
charge of that department that, so far as tl;e 
ng·ulations allow them, they carry out then 
duties in a sympathetic manner. Generally 
speaking, the officer in charge of the depart· 
n1ent is a succes"-! and has acted wisely in 
the administration of his duties. 

Question put and passed. 

POLICE. 

The ASSISTANT HOME SECRETARY 
(Hon. :u. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I beg t0 
moye-

" That £427,757 be granted for 
' Police.' '; 

This Yote involves a net increase of 
£4.539. Foe the information of hon. mem­
bers. I might point out that the increase i" 
p>trtly. covered by fifteen extra cons~abk"; 
m\·olnng £1.919, and by ten additlona, 
recruits. £1,813. It is also part!~· absorbed 
by increases to the members of the staff, and 
by the usual classific:ttion increa''''· 

Ho;-.;. J. G. APPEL (Albert): Before 
entering into the vote in detail, I would like 
to exprPeB mv thanks and gratitude to the 
members of the police force, to the Com­
miS>ioner, officers, and rank and file of the 
force for the invariable courtesy which they 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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have shown to me, not only when I was the 
administ1·ativo head of the Home Secretary's 
Department, but as a private member. 
\Vhorever I have boon in Queensland thev 
have boon invariably courteous, so much so 
that I feel compelled to state publicly in 
this Chamber that I thank them for it. 

I think it will be admitted that this is one 
o~ the most itnr;ortant brancho' of the .ser­
Yices of the State. It is bv means of our 
jJolico force that tho protection and safety 
of members of the community are assured. 
I can 'ay, after a considerable personal 
acquaintance with the police forces of South 
Australia, Victoria, New South \Vales, and 
Queensland, that no finer force exists than 
that in the Stat8 of Queensland. :Wembers 
stationed in our countrv districts have also 
prayed of material assistance to those settled 
in such districts. I kno"\"~, af'3 one who 
resided for a number of yeats on the Beech­
rnont Plateau, where tlwre is no police 
station, that wo all looked forward with 
pleasure to the monthly patrol of one of the 
police office,rs from the neighbouring police 
stations. Those officers, from the head of 
the station to the trooper, are men who3e 
advice is soug.ht, and who are always willing 
to give advice. It was a comfort to ha vc 
them with us. 

That is the way in which we in the countrJ 
districts view the members of this great 
force. Consequent!::, ae I have already said. 
this is possibly the most important branch 
of the Queensla.nd State service>. 

\Ve all know that the police force have 
exceptional duties to perform. They may 
be limited to an eight-hour day, but 
whether that is so or not their services are 
continuous. Thev are liable to be called 
upon morning, nOon, and night. I an1 prourl 
to be able to say that they are always will­
ing and ready to respond to such calls. 
Their rosponoibilities are great, bcc·wse they 
practically have t.he safety of the liv,JS of 
the communitJ and the charge of our pro­
perty in theic hands. Their own limbs e11d 
liYes a.re subject, as vye know, to a~,.~-ault by 
malefactors and evil-doers, and unquestion­
ably, since the abolition of the death 
penalty, tho risk to the lives of members 
of the police force has become great•?!'. 
Although I was ono of those w,ho did not 
oppose the abolition of that penalty, I 
realise to-day that, with that abolition, the 
danger> to which the police force are sub­
jected are greater than heretofore 

Hon. M. J. KIRWA~ : According to your 
argument there ought to be no crime in 
:\Ielbonrne to-day! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Possibly that police 
force was subjectod to treatment similar to 
that meted out to the Queensland force 
under the Labour Administ>'ation. However. 
the hon. gentleman led mo into a lino of 
argument that I did not intend to pursue. 

Hon. M .• J. KIRWAN: And very wisely, 
too. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: If the hon, gentle­
man desir~s me to enter upon that phase of 
the discuseion I am quite prepared to do 
so, and to point out to the hon. gentleman 
and to this Committee the injustices that arc 
being done to t.he police force to-day by 
the hon. gent! "man's Administration-an 
Administration professing to bo the friends 
of that force, and who pretended that they 
would put the force in a better position than 
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that occupied b: any other Police Force in 
the Commonwealth. 

Hon. M. J. KmwAN: What did you do 
for the police force? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I shall tell the hon. 
gentleman. I "ill preface my explanation 
hy quoting from an article in the " Queens­
land Police Union Journal" of 25th August, 
1924. I think wo may prnsume that any 
article appearing' in that journal represents 
the genuine and bona-fide opinions of the 
police force. 

This article ts headed " Misk:ding 
Leaders" and it says-

"Quite true the wages and certain 
allowances of the Queensland Police 
Force have been increased in the manner 
stated by the member for Rockhamptou, 
but in case he and his colleagues aro 
not aware of the fa et, v. e take this 
opportunity of stating that the police 
wages and allov;ances in New South 
Wales, South Australi'1, and Victoria, 
have advanced to considerably higher 
levels than those in Queensland, although 
before the war the police of this State 
compared favoura~ly >Yith the highest 
in Australia." 

That is rnv answer to that interjection, and 
that emanates from the members of the 
police force, who, I take it, are the best 
judges of their own case. I endeavoured 
always to place them on an equality w!th 
the police force of New South \Vales, whwh 
!.as alwavs b0en considered to be the force 
which has received most favourable con­
sideration. I would like to have gone 
further than I did because the conditions in 
Queensland are far more onerous and 
a'rduous than those imposed upon members 
of a similar force in that State. 

The question of the value of the pound ster­
ling is a matter that we have to take mto 
serious consideration. In the year 1914-15 
tlu pound sterling hc~d a certain purchasing 
Yctlue equivalent, within a very small per­
centage, to the purchasing value of 30s. 
to-da.). vV o have to realise that fact when 
considering the pa)' of the members of the 
police force. Then there is the question of 
the undermanning of the police force, and 
I havo no hesitation in saying that any 
hon. member who is prepared to say that 
the police force to-day is not undermanned 
i .. , speaking without a knowledge of the facts. 
That undermanning imposes still more 
;,rduous duties upon the members of the 
force. For the year 1914-15-the le.st year of 
t.he late Administration-the percentage of 
police officers in Queensland was one officer 
to a little over 450 of the population, while 
to-day it is one officer to about 675 of the 
population. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: That proves that the 
people are more law-abiding to-day. 

:Ylr. FARRELL : The percentage is better 
in CZneensland than in the other States. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: If the Minister is 
going to give that reply to the members of 
the polio<> force ho is going to give them a 
Barmecide feast-that is, a stone for a loaf. 
I am not adversely criticising the Minister. 
I am criticising the policy of his Govern­
rnent, a Government which has n1ade cer­
tain promises that improve the conditions 
in the police force and which has failed to 
ea rry out those promises. I ha vc no doubt, 
if it lay with the Minister, that he would 
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}t hesitate to honour the promises which 
boon given. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWD!: What promises have 
Loon given that were not honoured? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The pay of members 
.of the police force should be placed on an 
.0 quality >vith that received by m:'mbers ol 
the ,,o!ice force of :'\ ew South Wales. 
H~n. M. J. KIRWA~: \'rho gave that 

prornise? 
Hox. J. G. APPEL: I want to show 

further the injustice that has been inflicted 
on members of the police force in Queens­
land in that they are paid less than the 
award rates paid to men engaged in our 
industries. According to the Estimates, con­
sta bios are paid 15s. lld. per diem, 15s. 5d. 
ner diem 14s. lld. per diem, 14s. 5d. per 
-Cliem, 13s'. lld. per diem, and 13s. 5d. per 
diem. A constable has certam duties placed 
upon him and he is responsible for the ful­
filment of those duties. In carrying out 
these duties, which affect not alone the 
s"fety of the life and limb of the commumty 
hut also the safety of their property, should 
he not be placed in such a position as to be 
raised above the risk of temptation? 

Mr. FARRELL: You paid the same men 
Bs. 6d. a day. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Yes, but compare 
the conditions. I have already quoted what 
the " Police Journal" states. In those days 
the pound sterling was equivalent to 30s. 
to-day. Hon. members who interject are 
striving to justify the injustice that is being 
.done to the police force by taking up that 
attitude. In all cases where there is a risk 
of temptation an increased reward for the 
services rendered is given, and it is justified 
by reason of the fact that the increased 
reward puts them above the risk of temp­
t;ation. It is no good hon. members sup-
. porting the present Administration t.urning 
round and saying, "You only paid them 
a certain rate," because they are the men 
that said that they >Yere going to do justice 
to the force. It is no excuse for them for 
not doing justice to-day to say that the 
previous Administration did not do justice 
and therefore they are justified in the actions 
that they are taking. Now compare their 
wages. They are not equal to the wages 
paid to an ordinary labourer to-day who 
has no responsibilities and who has fixed 
hours of labour. As I have already said, a 
member of the police force may have his 
8-hour day, but he is subject to call at any 
time and there is no overtime. Morning, 
noon. and night he may be called upon, and 
he is called upon, and yet the present 
Administration, who condemn the previous 
Administration which placed the members 
<:>f the force in a position comparable with 
the position of members of the 2\;ew South 
\Vales force, refuse to do justice to the 
police. I am only too pleased to see a 
measure of justice given to the members of 
the police force, who have done great service 
to the State of Queensland. I am referring 
more particularly to the country districts. 
I will now take the senior sergeants, of 
whom there are twentv-two at 18s. lld. a 
<lay. -

Mr. FARRELL: You paid them 12s. 6d. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The .-alue of money 
then was r.o]atively greater, as I have previ­
.ously stated, than it is now, and they were 
placed upon the same conditions as the mem· 

1924-2 T 

bers of the New South \Vales force. I nm 
asking the Government to place them in thCJ 
sumc position as I plac .d them in. Surely 
it is a reasonable claim on the part of the 
police force. It is all very well to say that 
we have opened the Arbitration Court to 
them. If the Government are genuine, when 
the matter comPs before the Arbitration 
Court let them appear before the Court and 
say, '· \Ve consider these requests to be reason­
able." We know, howorcr, that the Gov·ern­
ment will oppose the claims, as they did on 
the former occasion. A senior sergeant 
receives 18s. lld. a day, which is less than 
the pay of a carpenter. \V c know that a 
senior sergeant only arrives at that position 
after many years of ardnous work and experi­
ence, and he has to be possessed of very 
u•msidorable capacity. W·e know that the 
hon. members who sit behind the present 
Administration used to complain that the 
police had to carry out something like thirty­
six extraneous duties, but now they hav·e 
placed something like sixty-eight extraneous 
duties on the shonlders of the members of the 
force. That alone should justify a very con­
siderable increase in their pay. I am simply 
amtlysing the payments. A senior sergeant 
occupies a most responsible position, and not 
alone has he to carry out the duties of his 
offic·, but he has to be prepared to carry out 
sixty-eight extraneous duties apart horn his 
official duties, which shows that he must be a 
capable man, yet he is not receiving the wages 
of a carpenter, whose work is largely mechani­
cal, and only occupies eight hours a day. We 
know that sergeants and senior sergeants in 
charge of stations are at call day and night. 
On behalf of others, I have often had to call 
the s "rgeant at his station in the middle of 
the night, and he has always responded. This 
Government, who were so very tender about 
the claims of the police force when they were 
in opposition, do not pay police S·ergeants 
the amount which is paid to carpenters. Hon . 
members opposite have made a great cry about 
what they did for the police. Before I went 
to the Home Department, the composite Go­
\'ernment, consisting partly of Labour men, 
and supported by the whole of the Labour 
party, had refused to give uniforms to the 
poJic,e. I gave them uniforms. 

I wish to compare the four years of my 
administration of the police force with fotxr 
years of administration under Labour rule. 
From 1910 to 1913, inclusive, the total increases 
which I gave to the police amounted to 
£99,535. Vnd,er Labour rule the amount of 
increases given from 1915 to 1918, inclusive, 
came to £33,129. In 1919 there were increases 
given amounting to £66,386, under an agree­
ment with the police. Even taking the five 
years I have mentioned under Labonr ruin, 
the increases only came to £99,515, as against 
£99,535 given in increases in the four yearS< 
of my administration of the police force. 
Then the Government say that they have done 
justice to the police force. 

Mr. FARRELL: Did they not have to provide 
uniforms under your Administration? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: No, I gave them 
uniforms. Under your composite JY1inistry, 
snpported by all the force of Labour, you 
refused them uniforms. 

Mr. FARRELL: They were not given until 
1912. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Quite so, I could not 
give them befor·e I had the power. Up to the 
end of 1908, Labour supported the composite 
Ministry who refused to give them the 
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uniforms, and refnS"c•d to give them a. dcceut 
wage even. I have shown by theu own 
journal, and by the official figures I have 
quote-d, that when I left the Home• Depart­
ment the conditions of the police \vere eqmva­
lr•nt to that of the police force in :\cw Sontll 
Wales. I have shown that the increases 1 
gave them <>xcecdcd the increases which were 
i6,·cn by the prcs<>nt Administration. I simply 
ask, in view of all th ~ circumstances, and the 
increase in the duties which have be<?n placed 
on the police force, that the)• be placed in 
the same condition relativelv io :\ew South 
\V a"lcs that thev were in \•·h<'Jl I was in charge 
of the Home Department. That is a reason­
able request. You, :\fr. Pollock, as reprc"sent­
ing a country district in the far ::\' orth, know 
the value of the sen-ices \vhich are performed 
b:;· our police force. Yeu knew that the 
re~ponsibilities cast upon them al'e far n1or'? 
than those of a labourer or carpenter. Do 
ihe public of Queensland realise that a senior 
serg·0ant in charge of a statiDn is not rcceiYing 
anvthing- like th ", amount that is paid to a 
C[l rpcntcr? 

:Mr. FARRELL: Still you paid him 6s. a day 
k""S. 

!Io;:o; .• J. G. APPEL: Because the YaluP 
of £1 'Yas 10s. 1nore than it is to-day. I 
onlv ask that the Administration should put 
the" members of the police force on thC> sam" 
basis as :'\pw South "\Yales, as it was when 1 
left the department. 

Mr. WRIGHT (Bulimba): I desire to say 
a few words in connection with this vote. 

Mr. MORGAN: Let it go through without 
further debate. 

Mr. "WRIGHT: ·I know that hon. members 
oppesite are not desirous of letting it go 
through without debate. It was quite refresh­
ing tc hear the hon. member for Albert 
saying a good word for the police. 

l-Ion. M. J. KIRWAN: He gave an increase 
in salary and reduced the rent allowance. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Yes, and you made 
them pay for the sanitary service. 
(Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. vYRIGHT: I want to know why the 
hon. member when he had the opportunity 
did not do something that would impress the 
police force-improve their working con­
ditions and pay them a decent wage. Like 
the hon. member for Albert, I have travelled 
extensively in Australia, and I have no 
hesitation in saying that, in my opinion, the 
Queensland police force compares more than 
favourably with any other police force in 
the Commonwealth. I believe also that this 
Government have done more to improve 
the general conditions of the police force of 
Queensland than any previous Administra-

tion. The hon. member for 
[2 p.m.] Albert this morning, as other 
" hon. members have done on 

other occasions, made certain references to 
what he termed the " composite Govern­
ment" had done or had not done, when they 
were supported by the Labour party. I 
submit that hon. members cannot have it 
both ways. They cannot criticise the Labour 
party for supporting that Government's 
actions whilst other members opposite take 
credit for what that Government did. 
Another member of the Opposition, also an 
ex-Cabinet Minister, the hon. member for 
Wynnum, has claimed credit for what the 
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"composite Government" did in the way of 
passing the \V 01·kers' Dwellings Act. 

Hen. J. G. APPEL: That was not the 
"cotnposite Ministry." 

::\fr. WRIGHT: I find that that measure 
was introduced first in 1908 and was dropped 
and reintroduced in 1909, and " Hansard" 
shows that Labour members, then in Opposi­
tien, substantially supported the Bill. As a 
matter of fact, as a result of the discussions 
on the first introduction in 1908 the Bill was 
remodelled largely on the lines suggested by 
them. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. WRIGHT: I only want to shew that 
hon. members opposite should be consistent 
when they make charges as to what Labour 
members did when they were supporting the 
"cemposite Government." The hon. mem­
ber fer Albert has also led us to believe that 
he did a great deal for the pelice force 
during his term as Home Secretary. I do. 
not want to be hard on the hon. gentleman, 
I want to be fair to him, but in " Hansard" 
for 1912 I find that when introducing the 
Police Estimates, he said-

" Hen. members would remember that 
on the last occasion he proposed the" 
vote he stated that it was the intention 
of the Government to make inquiries 
about the pay received by the pelice 
force of New Seuth \Vales, and, having 
made that inquiry it was proposed to· 
place the police on the same feoting in 
Queensland. 

"Mr. Coyne: You have not succeeded. 
" The HOME SECRETARY: In pursuance 

of that, the Committee were asked to 
approve of such increases a.s would place 
the Queensland police on the same foot­
ing as the force ef the mother State. 
An increase of £200 was provided for 
the Commissioner of Police, bringing hi~ 
salary up to £1,000, and it would then 
be more in line with the salaries paid 
to officers in similar departments in the 
other States." 

That is all right, but I want to ge a little 
bit further and read portion of a speech 
delivered by the hon. member for Brisbane, 
Mr. Kirwan, now Assistant Minister, with 
reference to this alleged increase to the 
police force. His speech is thus reported-

" Mr. KIRWAN was struck with the 
increase given to the Commissioner of 
Police, which amounted to 25 per cent. 
of the salary he was previously receiv­
ing. They heard during the election, a& 
they had heard since, that the Cabinet 
were determined to place the police 
force of the State on an equal footing 
with any force in the Commonwealth. 
Had they done so? They might have 
done so as far as the Commissioner wa& 
concerned. They might have placed him 
on the same level as the chief officers of 
police in Victoria. or New South \Vales, 
but what had they done for senior ser­
geants and sergeants, who were the· 
backbone of the force, and who were 
compelled tc remain in the force. whether 
the conditions were to their liking or 
not, because they had been so long there 
that they were not likely te be a succes~ 
in any other class of work? A senior 
sergeant, under the old rate of pay, 
received lls. per day, a rent allowance 
of £1 per week, and fuel and light to 
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the amount of £10 per annum. Under 
the new rate he would recerve 12s. 6d. 
a day; his rent allowance would be 
reduced to ls. lOd. per day, and his fuel 
and light allowance would be cut out. 

" The Home Secretary : That brings 
them now to the same level as the New 
South Wales police." 

Actually that section of the police was 
worse off. It was a case of bringing them 
down to the ="ew South Wales police rather 
thftn bringmg· them up to the New South 
\Vales police. The report continues-

" Mr. KIRWAX: There was no 25 per 
cent. increase there. He was not goine£ 
to question the increases given to the 
inspectors and sub-inspectors, but he 
caid the increases the Government were 
giving senior sergeants and sergeants 
were of rather a questionable kind. A 
sergeant received. under the old rate, 
10s. per day and 2s. per day rent allow­
ance: under the new rate he would 
receive 11R. 3d. per day, and his rent 
allowance would he reduced 1s. per day, 
so that his increase under the new scale 
practically meant only 3d. per day. It 
was nothing but scandalous that a miser­
able increase of only 3d. per day should 
be given to this body of men, who 
rendered much better service to Queens­
land than the Commissioner, who got a 
rise of 25 per cent." 

That is what happened when the hon. mem­
ber for Alhert was administering that de­
partment. \Ye know that the duties of the 
police are on many occasions unpleasant and 
dangerous. From time to time we are re­
minded of that fact. Just quite recently 
there were certain happenings in my elec­
torate which reminded us of what a 
dangerous occupation the police follow. I 
am satisfied that anything that can he 
done by the Government to lighten their 
burden and relieve the danger of their 
0ccupation should be done. In connection 
with the wages paid to the police, i have 
made a comparison between the wages paid 
in 1915, prior to the advent of the Labour 
Government, ftnd the wages to be paid for 
the financial vear 1925. These are the 
figures accordir{g to the Estimates for these 
respecti Ye years-

Senior sergeants .. . 
Sergeants .. . 
Acting Sergeants-

1915. 
Per day. 

8. d. 
12 6 
11 3 

1915-lOs. 4d. per dav. 
1925-16s. lld. per day. 

Constables-

1925. 
Per day. 

s. d. 
18 11 
17 11 

1915-Ss. 6d., 9s., and 9s. 
1925-13s. 5d. to 15s. 11 

6d. per day. 
per day. 

The amount appropriated in 1915 was 
£301,182 and for the coming financial year 
the amount appropriated is £476,757, or an 
mcrease of £175,575. Those figures are very 
striking hen one takes into consideration 
the number of persons concerned in those 
appropriations. In 1915, the number of 
persons under this vote was 1,242, whereas 
to-day the number is 1,267. 

The increase in the personnel of the polic•3 
force over what was provided for in the 
Estimates for 1915 is fifteen. That small 
increase to me is significant. It expresses th .. · 
fact that the people of Queensland during 

recent years have tended to hecome more 
orderly than heretofore. The statistics in 
connection with crimL\ and general police 
court C'harges will rcYcal quite a considcrabl~ 
d('c-reasc since the advent of Labour to office 
in QneeLsland. I an1 not going to claim an~{ 
credit on behalf of th0 Labour Government 
for that fact. bnt the fact that there has been 
no ncce"'"jt_v for a large incr<'asc in the 
numbers of the police force gives the impr<.'S­
sion, as I have stated. that the citizens are 
bPcon1ing n1ore orderly. The hon. Ulcn1bcr fur 
Enoggera a few days ago) 'vben speaking in 
this Chamb('l', said in his usual loud, noiby 
sh-le, that hon. members on his side were the 
friends of the 1 olice. He practically suggested 
that if the police wanted to improve their 
conditiou thev should at the next elections 
vc: e Labour 'out of office, and transfer l•is 
P'nty to the Treasury benches. 

Mr. KERR: Who said that? 

:\Ir. \\~RIGHT: I would like to remind the 
p )]ice '•ne! the public gc•nerally that th ~ polic•' 
force -during the life of this Govenunent, have 
not only receiYed large increases in wages, but 
far m or' favourable consideration in respect to 
comforts and enlargement of civic liberty. I 
have quoted the speech of the ban. member 
for Brisbane suggesting more Snnda:y ]ea YL' 

for th2 police. His appeal fell on dcd <•ar,; 
et the time. Hon. members know that th<' 
police force arc enjoying more liberty aml 
more indiYidnal freedom under the rr ;5 im .> of 
this Government than the\- have ever done 
previously. What did hon.' member, opposite 
say when it was decided to allow th0 police 
to form a union? 

:\Ir. \YARRDi: It has not been mue:h good to 
them. 

:\fr. WRIGHT: ·what did hon. members 
oppo,·itc say when the police decided !o 
approach tht• Arbitration Court. and when 
that right vas conceded to them • 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: And who oppo- d their 
claims in the Arbitration Court? (Opposition 
laughter.) 

:\,Ir. EDWARDS: Who reduced their wag-e··? 

:\Ir. \YRIGHT: I am not going· intimately 
into the cost of liYing figures to-day, beranse 
the police force might he prejudice-d in thl' 
application they will make to the Arbitration 
Court in the n0'lr future. I would be the la ;t 
person in the world to say anything in this 
Commi ttce which might be used to debar the 
police from getting -due reward for their 
services. It is quite patent to me that hon. 
members opposite have not studi0d the history 
of the police force of this State, particularly 
the history under the administration of the 
various parties that have bocn in power. 

I am satisfied, and I know the police a,ro 
satis6ed, that whilst !hey may not be able to 
get lOO per cent. of th<:ir desires or demands 
they have had a fair deal from this Govern­
ment. They arc also satisfied that. so long 
as they come along with reasonable claims 
and put those claims in a proper way, they 
will receive rea-sonable and fayourablc con­
sideration from this Government. 

In conclusion, I hope that the police will 
realise, as l know they must realise, the 
benefits the'" have received from Labour rule 
in Queensland. 

Mr. KERR (Enog(!tra): The hon. member 
for Bulimba stated that he was satisfied with 
regard to the conditions of the police. I 
suppose the hon. member refers to the pay 
also. If the hon. member is satisfied, it is 
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well known that the police in Queensland are 
not satisfied to-day. It is no good trying to 
balk the question. The police have defi­
nitely asked this Government for similar pay 
and conditions to those existing in New 
South vV ales. 

Mr. \VRIGHT: I said I was sure they would 
get a fair deal from this Government. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member said he 
was batisfied with the conditions of the police. 
It is just as well for the police to know that 
the hon. member is satisfied. The police 
themselves are not satisfied, and no hon. 
member in this Chamber can truthfully make 
the statement that they are. Why are they 
not satisfied? Because their conditions and 
pay in Queensland are not up to the rate of 
pay and standard of conditions in New 
South Walos. 

The H01IE SECRETARY: 'fhat 1s qU(;;tion­
able. 

Mr. KERR: I >\ould like the hon. gentle­
man to point out to this Chamber where 
those conditions and pay are equal to those 
of New South Wales. 

The HOME SECRETARY : \Vhy not wait until 
the Arbitration Court deals with the matter? 

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman knows 
that, as well as Jailing to bring the pay and 
conditions up to those of New South Wales, 
the Labour Government were responsible for 
taking 5 per cent. off their pay. 

The HOME SECRETARY : That is not right. 
The police were the only body of men who 
were not reduced by the Arbitration Court 
when the reduction was brought about. 

Mr. KERR: It is just as >%ell for the hon. 
gentleman to say so. Were those in receipt 
oi over £300 a year reduced by 5 per cent. ? 

Mr. FARRELL : "Yes. 
Mr. KERR: Then is my statement right 

or wrong? I say that those police officers 
who were receiving over £300 a vear had 
their salaries reduced by 5 per coni. 

The HD:IJE SECRETARY: Every other worker, 
barring the police force, suffered. 

Mr. KERR: I make the statement that 
those receiving over £300 a year were sub­
jected to the 5 per cent. reduction. 

Mr. F ARRELL : So were you. 
The HD:IfE SECRETARY: Then w.hy not argue 

from the standpoint of the restoration of 
that 5 per cent.? 

Mr. KERR: I argue that the police are 
to-day asking for a rate of pay equal to 
that of New South Wales. It is ridiculous 
for us, year after year, to go tub-thumping 
to the police and talk about their votes. I 
say the police are not satisfied to-day--

The HOME SECRETARY: They did not have 
a vote when the ex-Home Secretary, the 
hon. member for Albert. was in officp, The 
hon. gentleman would ·not allow them to 
keep fowls when a horse was being kept 
for fear they would use the horse feed for 
the fowls. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL : That is a foul asser­
tion. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KERR : It is about time that this 
Government forgot about such trifling things 
'" keeping fowls, and that they recognised 
the fact that the police would rather have 
equal conditions and pay to that of New 
South Wales. They have asked for those 
{)onditions. A vote itself does not feed them 
and a vote does not give them· good condi: 

[Mr. Kerr. 

tions. It is all Yerv well to "tub-thump " 
in this House in regard to the police, but 
we have to face the facts. and the facts 
are that the police in Queensland to-day are 
dissatisfied because of their rates of pay. 
l'\o one can gainsay that fact, and all the 
camouflage in the world will not get over 
that position. It is no good trying to mis­
lead the Committee and the people of 
Queensland into believing that the pay is 
bdter in Queensland than it is in the other 
States. Ask the police! The facts point 
in the opposite direction. If the hon. 
gpntleman is satisfied. it is time someone 
else took charge and did the right thing. 

I would like to ask the Home Secretary 
if, when he is replying, he would kindly 
inform me whether it is the intention of 
the Government to give warders, who have 
to travel with patients to a hospital and 
such like, free passage on the trams, such 
as the ordinary police have. 

The HOME SECRETARY: What have we to 
do with the trams? The hon. member must 
know that we have nothing to do with the 
trams. 

Mr. KERR : The Government enforce 
that in connection with the police, and I 
think everv uniformed man should receive 
the same concession. The Home Secretary 
might give the matter his attention. 

There is just one other small point that I 
desire to bring up. I appreciate very much 
the intention of the Government to inCt·ease 
the numbers of the police force. A deputa­
tion from my eiectorate waited on the hon. 
gentleman and asked for additional police 
in that district, and I trust that some action 
will be taken to give effect to the repre­
sentations of that deputation. We have a 
sergeant and a number of constables situated 
at Newmarket, and they are housed in one 
of the most dilapidated places it would be 
possible to find. There are quite a number 
of nice homes in that centre, and the police 
buildings are an outrage to the district. I 
hope the Government will we fit, if possible, 
to provide money for a new police station 
at Xewmarket, which will be of benefit to 
that part of my electorate. The present 
building is a standing disgrace and has 
been there for anything between thirty and 
forty year,, and I hope the Government 
will take some action to remedy matters. 

Mr. WARREN (Jfurrumba): I certainly 
think that the police hav,e just cause to com­
plain. We should pay the members of our 
po!ic0 force a wage equal to that paid in the 
Southern States. They have more to do and 
require to be far better men, as they have 
so many different matters to attend to. 

Mr. HYNES : When your party were on the 
Treasury benchces, how did they treat the 
police? 

Mr. vVARRE::-J: The hon. member made a 
big mouthful about the conditions of the police 
when he was in the North. He was going to 
do everything for the police, and to-day whe'l 
he comes down here he is whipped into line 
like other hon. members on that side. Accord­
ing to the Press reports the hon. gentlem'ln 
was going to do wonderful things for the 
police. They thought they had a Minister in 
Parliament to plead their cause, but he does 
not get up and make one representation s" 
far as the interests of the police are concerned. 

Mr. HYNES: The intelligent policeman 
knows that your advocacy in this Chamber is 
only political limelight. 
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Mr. WARREN: I have eight policemen in 
my electorate. I do not know whether thev 
vote for me or not, and I do not care. • 

Mr. HYKES: You are '''sking for their votes 
now, at any rate. 

Mr. \V ARREN : I am not asking for their 
votes. I am not an agitator. I stand up 
for principle. I believe that the Govern­
ment arc not doing their duty to these men. 
\\'e expect them tD be men of a high standard. 
1 may say the.t the men working on the roads 
in my electorat-e are getting more than the 
police, and that should not be so. \V e expect 
a loJ frow. the policeman, and if one makeci 
a mistake, we are all down upon him. \Ve 
should keep up a high standard, v;hich I am 
sorry to say is not being kept up. It is all 
very wdl for hon. members opposite to say, 
" ·what did past Governments do?" They 
could 1 i vc far better on their pay in 1915 than 
thee· can do to-day. The purchasing power 
of £1 in 1915, according to " Knibbs's " 
fig·ures, was 10s. more than it is to-day. 

Mr. FARRELL: \Vhat is the purchasing power 
of monev in New South \Vales? 

Mr. \VARREN: I maintain that the police 
arc bcttPr off on the same wag,o in :\'cw South 
Wales than they are in Queensland. 

:Yir. FARRELL: You are wrong 

Mr. \VARREN' Let the hon. member prove 
that I am wrong. The Gm·ernment have given 
the police a chance to go into the Arbitration 
Court. It is a rotten principle, to my mind. 
I do not think it is right for these men to 
have to go into the Arbitration Court. If 
the Government cannot pay a wage equal tD 
that paid by the Tory Government in New 
South Wales, it is discreditable to this State 
I think the Government are not treating the 
police fairly. That is why I stand up here 
to-day~not that I expect any return from 
the police. The police have ma·de out a 
very good case, and the Government should 
meet them more than half way. 

The CHAIRMAN : I am very loth to say 
anything that would do anything to prevent 
a discussion on any matter that should be 
discussed in Committee, but I would point out 
to hon. members that it is a very well estab­
lished precedent in all British Parliaments 
that matters such as this, which are under 
adjudication by a court of law, should not be 
discussed. "May," on page 248, states~ 

" A matter, whilst under adjudication 
by a court of law, should not he brought 
before the House by a motion or other­
wise." 

Consequently, the fact that "May" points 
out that these matters should not be discussed 
while they are under the jurisdiction of the 
court, and hon. members' good taste, should 
be sufficient to induce them to leave the dis­
cussion of this matter until after the Court 
has dealt with it. I hope that hon. members 
will pay heed to what I have said. 

Mr. BRUCE (!1 enneily) : It struck me 
during this debate that there was a lot 
of unctu<Jus flattery in regard to the police. 
A little healthy criticism would do more 
good than all the flattery which has been 
placed before the Committee. For quite 
a number of months there have been safe­
breakers in operation on the Cleveland line, 
and during that time there were no arrests 
by the police until one of their comrades 
was wounded in an encounter with a safe­
breaker. Although this thing had been 
going on for months, it is only within the 

last three or four da.ys that an arrest ha& 
been made. It appears to me that, if the 
same .intelligence >tnd energy had been 
applied at an earlier d>tte, their comrade 
would, perhaps, not have been wounded. I 
am always a believer in the saying that 
" Prevention h better than cure." and I 

says it is a remarkable fact that 
[2.30 p.m.] these burglaries were going on 

for months before this unfortun­
ate incident without any arrest, but that 
after one of their comrades had been wounded 
men were apprehended by the police in· a 
few hours. 

I put in many years in the Cloncurry 
district, where we hear that quite a lot of 
cattle duffing takes place. I am of opinion 
that the station-owners look upon the police 
-and >tre ossistcd in that view bv vari<Jus 
circumstanccs~as boundarv riders. They 
do not put on enough men to look after 
their own property, with the result that a 
large proportion of the police force are 
continually emplDyed in riding those stations. 
I am a\1 ar.e that men who should be em­
ployed as stock riders do often take to cattle 
duffing. but. if they were employed on the 
stations and the police were employed at 
their own work, I do not think there would 
be much cattle duffing in that district. It 
rnight be> unfortunate for some of the stock 
riders, Lecause I know some of them have 
become station-ownen eventually, which is 
more than thev would be able to accomplish 
on what thev could earn a> stockmen. It is 
continuallv 'remarked in this district that 
the police' have to ride those staiions really 
as stock riders, and that, if more men were 
employed by i he stations, the police could 
do work in other directions. 

A good deal has been said during this 
debate about the conditions of the police 
in other States. If one only reads the 
newspapers and notices the amount of crime 
in the Southern capital~which I take it 
imposes a consequentially additional amount 
of work on the police of those States~he 
will realise the happy position we enjoy in 
Queensland. I understand that, if you 
happen to catch hold of the wmng end of 
your pipe in MelbDurnc to-day, the people 
near you put their hands up. \Laughter.) 
At any rate, it is ubvious that from what 
has happened recently the police there must 
be on the qui t it'e the whole of their time. 
Anybody who has studied the trend of events 
here in Queensland must admit that the 
amount of crime is very small in compari­
son with that of the Southern cities, and 
that in any case a large percentage of the 
criminals who are disc<Jvered to he operating 
here come from other St>t tes. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Some are born here. 
Mr. BRUCE: The majority of them come 

from other States DJ' from other parts of 
the world. Hon. members of the Opposition, 
when dealing with the wages of the police 
and other workers, often emphasise the de­
crease in the purchasing power of the poun_d 
to-day. I would have been very happy If 
in the pa~t they had taken the trouble and 
time to emphasise the alteration in its pur­
chasing power. Unfortunately, when 
workers go into the Arbitration Court that 
fact is not mentioned. Not only is it not 
mentioned, but employers very often even 
trv to brush it aside. vV e had the hon. 
member for Albert remarking on the pro­
bability that, when the police went to the 
AribtratiDn Court, the Government would 

]1 r. Bruce.l 
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Dppose their claim. Does the hon. gentleman 
suggest that, when workers in the mining, 
-shearing, or the sugar industry go into 
court. the employe1' should not oppose 
th~ir claim 9 If he adopts that attitude­
and to be consistent he ought to adopt that 
attitude-one would expect to find him on 
thi-, side and not on the Opposition side at 
all. If he continues to advocate the things 
h2 has been supporting during the early 
part of the morning, we should be only too 
pleased to have him here, because it is his 
opposition to these things which has forced 
bim on to the other side. 

That is the difference between Labour and 
anti-Labour. It is the desire of Labour to­
day to do all that can possibly be done for 
those workers who are responsible for the 
p-oduction of the good things of this world, 
and that is exactly our position in connec­
tion with the police. It is no use discussing 
what the poli~e are getting in one Stu~e or 
the other. It is just the same as the ques­
tion of the unemployed. It is no use telling 
the unemployed in Queensland that there are 
more unemployed in New South Wales, and 
it is no use telling the police force to-day, 
when they want better conditions, of the 
bad conditions that existed in the past. 
'What they want is a .decent rate of pay and 
decent conditions of employment. They 
have had their rates of pay and conditions 
of emplovment improved by this Govern­
ment. and I feel sure from what I know of 
the Government that thev will be further 
improved. Taking them as a whole, there 
are many classes of the community who are 
in a woree position than the police are in 
to-clay from the point of view of pay and 
conditions of labour. I trust that the police 
will be able to analyse the case put up in 
this Chamber, and will be able to sift the 
-wheat from the chaff and to know that those 
who have been so loudly eulogising them, 
not being in the position of the Government 
and not having the right to say whether 
the police shall receive more wages or not 
will not be able to do anything irrespective 
of what they say. It is a good thing at 
times to be on the Opposition benches. and 
stand up and say that you would do this 
and you would do that, knowing all the 
time that you will never be called upon to 
do it. The hon. member for Enoggera lays 
down the magnificent conditions that he 
would offer to the police, but, if he lived 
for eighty years, he would not have an 
opportunity of extending those benefits. He 
will never be on the Government benches. 
I trust that the police, when they see this 
matter reported in the papers, will know 
that \Yhat the Opposition have said to-day 
is what my American friends would call 
" hot air." 

Mr. EDWARDS: You are prettv good at 
working the parish pump. • 

Mr. BRUCE: In thecle modern days of 
irrigation I thought the parish pump had 
<entirely dimppeared. I understand the hon. 
member for Murilla has a small irrigation 
scheme, and he might require a pump. 
Seriously, quite apart from the parish pump 
question, no man can accuse me of chasing 
the police force in my district. Like many 
hon. members, I have alwavs made it my 
business to keep clear of them, if pos3ible. 

Mr. F ARRELL (Rockhampton) : I hope 
that the ruling that you have gi•, en this 
oafternoon will not prevent me from replying 

[Mr. Bruce. 

to eome of the statements made by the hon. 
member for Albert, and the hon. member for 
East Toowoomba, and the hon. member for 
\Vide Bav. The latter gentleman has 
apparently fallen down on the job, because 
during a previous debate he gave it out that 
he was going to attack the hon. member for 
Rxkhampton in connection with an article 
which appeared in the current issue of the 
,. Police Journal." In connection with that 
article I recognised that the police had a 
claim filed in the court and I recognised 
that any further increase in salaries 
depended upon the court, and I had written 
to the president of the Rockhampton branch 
of the Police Union. My letter states-

" Dear :Mr. Argus,-In the current 
issue of your ' Police Journal' appears 
an article criticioing my speech in the 
House. I am enclosing for the infor­
mation of your members a copy of my 
speech taken from 'Hansard,' which will 
show how misleading the article referred 
to is. I adhere to the statement made 
by me of increases in pay, rent allow· 
ance, plainclothes allowance, leave, etc., 
since the advent of the Labour Govern· 
ment in Queensland. I made no sugges­
tion that the pay should not be further 
increased. That is entirely a matter for 
the Arbitration Court in which a claim 
for further increases has been filed by 
your union. Yours faithfully." 

Ro much for the statement which appeared 
in the current issue of the " Police Journal." 
On my next visit to Rockhampto? . I a~ 
prepared to express the same opmwn m 
front of the whole of the members of the 
Rockhampton branch of the Police Union, 
if they so desire. 

The hon. member for Albert made a 
statement this morning r0garcling the magni· 
ficent work that was done for the police 
during the time he was in charg-e of the 
Home Office. While I am prepared to admit 
tha.t the hon. gentleman did some magnificent 
work during the period he was. in charge '?f 
the Home Office, I am not gomg to adm1t 
that he did anything at all in comparison 
with wha.t this Government have done for 
the police of Queensland. I give way to no 
hon. member in this Chamber in my admua· 
tion for the work that has been done bv the 
police force in Queensland, and partimilarly 
for those police in the country districts who 
have had extra jobs loaded on to them year 
after vea.r. If anv branch of the police 
force should receive consideration from the 
Home Secretarv it is not so much the police­
man who was d~ing points duty in Brisbane 
as the policeman who, was out in the small 
outback stations doing the numerous Jobs 
which have been loaded on to him. Far 
from suggesting that the police should not 
be highly paid, I a.m one of those hon. mem­
bers. and it has been the boast of all hon. 
members on this side of the Chamber. who 
have advocated that the workers. ,vhether 
they be the police or any other branch of 
the service. should be the h1ghest paul m 
Australia. ·I am not going to sit down and 
allow hon. members opposite, or even the 
secretarY of the Police Union, to sa v or 
insinuat-;, that I stand for anv other prin­
ciple. ThB hon. member for' Albert took 
great credit this morning for thing<'< he had 
@one for the police. It is interesting to learn 
that since the secretary of the Police Union 
had a brush with our Home Secretary 
apparently a number of briefs have been 
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1soned to hon. members opposite. Some of 
those briefs haYe apparently miscarried. 
Let me point out that until 1912 or 1913, 
·c.,rtainly during part of the time that the 
Home Office was administered by the hon. 
gentleman, the police were not given a vote 
at all. It might also be information to thD 
·Chamber to know that a policeman was not 
allowed to marrv in those da vs unless he sub­
mitted the nam"e of his bride, all her rela­
tives, and a certificate of character to the 
Commission<?r. Those were the sort of liber­
ties that the policn enjoyed. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: In some cases the 
inspector was 5ent along to have a look at 
the prospectiYe bride. 

Mr. FARRELL: That was the sort of 
freedom that was given to the police during 
the regime of the hon. member for Albcrt. 

Hon. :\L J. KIRWAN: If the prospective 
lJtide did not paes the inspector, he did not 
,get her. (Laughter.) 

l\Ir. F ARRELL: It is also a well-known 
fact. as the Home Sectetar.v has pointed out, 
that at certain stations where mounted men 
were st>ttioned the wife of the constable was 
not allowed to keep fowls for fear they 
would " pinch " the feed of the horse. So 
mudt for the freedom enjoyed by the mem­
bers of the police under the hon. member 
for Albert ! The hon. gentleman also quoted 
figntes showing what he considered to be an 
m·et-manning of the police in Queensland. 
J have figures here worked out on the same 
basis as tlu,e quoted by the hon. gentleman 
showing the exact position of the police force 
in all the States of Australia to-dav. Let 
u; take the ]10'ition in Queensland. v\' e have 
cne voliccman to every 725 of the popula­
tic.n. 

lion. J. G. APPEL: I quoted under that. 

Mr. FARRELL: The hon. gentleman gave 
Bcveral quotations comparing the States. I 
<-tm giving a comparison of the vrhole of the 
States. It is-

Qucr"nsland-One policeman to every 725 
of the population. 

VI est ·rn Australia-One policeman to 
even 728 of the population. 

l\ew South \Vales-Ono policeman to 
779 of the population. 

Victoria-One policeman to eycrv 864 of 
the population. • 

South Australia-Onc policeman to every 
881 of the population. 

That shows clearly that in Queensl>tnd we are 
in a bettee nosition than anv other State m 
the CommmH·calth. .. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Conditions are absolutely 
different in Que onsland. 

Mr. F c\.RRELL: Take the conditions in 
~'cstern Australia or South Australia; I am 
sure it is fair to compare them with Queens­
land. Take \Vestcrn Australia particularly. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: No. There is not the 
amount of country settlement in ~, estcrn c\m­
~tt-alia that there is in Queensland. 

Mr. F ARHELL: Those are the actual 
fig-ures. I do not wish them to be us :d as an 
argument later on, to the effect that I mean 
that the police should not be further increased. 
I think they should be. I am g·lad to ''8 
that provision has been made in this vear's 
Estimates for the appointment of an "addi­
tional number of police, so that the conditions 
may be even better than they are now. 

In the article I referred to the secretary of 
the Police Union stated that it was thi,; 
Goyermnent that pre\'ented the police force 
from g-etting the basic wage in the Arbitration 
Court. As a matter of fact, when the Govern­
Ill nt took the civil sen·ants to the Gourt some 
eighteen n1.anths ago, only two unions success~ 
fully fought their claims against the Govern­
ment-the Police Vnion and the Queensland 
Teachers' Vnion. The mcmb'rs of tho;•J 
unions did not suffer from the 5 per cent. 
redLtction. \Vhete does the argument come 
in that the Governmont have prevented the 
police from getting the basic wage? JY1r. 
Talt.v also says-

" ~'ill the Hockh"'mpton 'Fugleman' 
kindly tell us whether he stands"--

Hon. J. G. APPEL: \Vhat name? 
:Ylr. FARR.ELL: I hope the hon. gentleman 

will list n to what I am reading. 
Hon. J. G. APPEL: I am listening, but I 

did not catch the word. 
:IIr. FAHRELL: 

" whether he stands for the police to he 
placed on the basic wage of £3 17s., while 
e,,, _·ry Dihcr 'vorker gets £4 ?" 

I \Yould like the waterside workers in my 
l'lectotatc of Hockhampton to be drawing the 
same pay envelope as th:· police in Rock­
hampton. I am going to make the statement 
that no policeman in Queensland dra\Ss le''S 
than £4 13s. per week at present. I defy con­
tradiction. \Vhere does it come in that I am 
objecting to their getting £3 17s. per week, 
and the workns outside £4 per week? I 
would like to sec the whole of the workers 
outsirle getting the basic wage of £4 13s. 

Mr. KELSO: Where do you get your £4 13s.? 
Mr. FARRELL: If the hon. member looks 

un the award, he will arrive at the same 
arnount, 

Mr. KELso: Is that official" 
~ir. F ARRELL: Yes. It is slightly onr 

c£4 13s. The lowest rate is 13s. 5d. per day, 
calrulatcd on a basis of seYcn daye a week. 
I admit th2 police hours are longer on the 
average than are the outside hours. 

The HO)IE SECRETARY: Only here and there, 
because the'' get certain time off. 

Mr. F ARR.ELL: As a matter of fact, it 
works out at about forty-eight hours and a­
half a week actual time. To counterbalance 
that their annual leave is increased from 
two to four weeks. They have been given 
an additional six months' leave at the end 
of twenty-five years; they arc given that 
six months on full pay, which they neve,· 
received before ; and they are granted sicK: 
pay conditions which no other public servant 
in Queensland enjoys, and I say quite 
definitely that, if anything could be done to 
increase the pay of the police in Queensland 
and further reduce the hours of work, it 
would be a very excellent thing for the 
police themselves. 

The CHAIHMAN : Order ! I previously 
ruled that this matter was sub judice, as 
there was a plaint before the court, and I 
ask the hon. member to obey my ruling. 

Mr. F ARRELL: There was nothing 
further from my mind than trying to get 
round your ruling, Mr. Pollock, but I am 
sorry you did not prevent the hon. member 
for Albert from dealing with this matter. 

The CHAIRMAN: I have already allowed 
the hon. member to reply to the hon. mem­
ber for Albert; I have only just now receivefl 

Mr. FarreU.] 
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the plaint and I am endeavol!ring to stifle 
discussion on those matters whwh are before 
the court. 

Mr. FARRELL: The hon. member for 
Albert stated, and stated correctly, that, 
roughly it took 30s. to-day to purchase 
what co;_,ld be purchased in 1914 for £1, but 
he forgot to make a comparison for t~e 
same period in New South Wales. It Will 
now take 34s. 5d. to purchase in Sydney 
what could be purchased there in 1911 for £1. 
showing that in Queensland the position is 
much better than it is in New South Wales. 

I come now to the actual amount expended 
by the Administration of which the hon. 
member for Albert was a member and the 
present Administration. The hon. member 
this morning quoted figures showing the 
increases that he had given during the time 
that he was at the head of the Home Depart­
ment. Let us look at the exact appropria­
tions during the years he was in the Home 
Office, and during the regime of this Govern­
ment and see the difference. In 1910, when 
the hon. member was in the Home Office, 
the police vote was £223,814, and by steps 
it had increased in 1914-15-when the hon. 
member went out of office-to £275.182, an 
increase of £51,368 in a little over five and 
a-half years. The figures since this Govern­
ment have taken office are-

1915-16 ... £277,468 
1924-25 ... £427,757 

An increase of over £150,000. 

Mr. KELSO: Don't you allow for the extra 
cost of living? 

Mr. F ARRELL: You have always an 
excuse. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Have you not increased 
the numbers in the force? 

Mr. J!'ARRELL: Another excuse. At the 
present time the Government are paying 
double the amount to the police force to 
that which was paid during the time the 
hon. member was in charge of the office 
and these figures will prove that assertion. 

I had intended dealing with the exact 
position of the police force, comparing the 
rates paid now with what they were when 
we took office, but I realise, Mr. Pollock, 
that in that connection your ruling is sound. 
I merely desired to be .allowed to reply to 
the misstatements in the article which 
appeared in the " Police Journal" and to 
make my position clear so far as the outside 
police are concerned. 

Mr. HYNES (Townsville): I intended to 
refrain from taking any part in the dis­
cussion upon this particular vot€, for the 
reason that the claim of the Police Union 
is now before the Court, and having had 
some experience in these matters I always 
look upon any case which is before the Court 
and in which judgment has not bBen given 
as sub judice. I also realise that any dis­
cussion which may be held in this Chamber 
ie Sl\l'O to militate against the success of the 
Police Union's claim in the Court. I am 
rather surprised that, if hon. members oppo­
site are rBally the friends of the police, they 
should attempt to drag out a lengthy dis­
cussion about the merits or demerits of the 
claim. It must be obvious to any person 
who has given the matter any consideration 
at all that the only reason hon. members 
opposite hav·e for initiating the discussion 
is to obtain a little cheap political kudos 

[Mr. Ji'arrell. 

out of it. The hon. member for Enogger& 
referred to tub-thumping and soap-boxing. 

Mr. KERR: No. 

Mr. HYNES : I thought the hon. member 
did-if not it was some other intellectual 
on that side who made reference to it. I 
certainly have had some discussion with the 
Police l7nion in connection with their griev­
ance. The union is similar to any other 
union in the State in that they have griev­
ances and are discontented. Any body of 
unionists who are not discontented are not 
worth their salt and are not making any 
headway. I believe with Tom Paine that 
" discontent is the torch-bearer of human 
progress." If we are not discontented, we­
are not going to make any progress at all. 

I deeply regret that any comparative s~ate­
ments have been put before the Committee 
touching upon the effective wage of New 
South Wales and Queensland police forces 
respectively. Anyone knows that the pur­
chasing power of money in New South Wales 
ie. a great deal less than it is in Queensland. 
The Opposition. in introducing the matt.:;r 
into this Chamber, have not damaged th1s 
partv at all, but they are damaging _the caoo 
of the Police Union who have their claim 
before the Court to-day. I had the privi­
lege of addressing- the Townsville branch of 
the Queensland Police Union at that CBntre. 
I always take the opportunity of add~essing 
bodies of unionists wherever I go m the 
North. I have been associated with the 
union movement for many years in North 
Queensland, and can claim individual credit 
for improving the lot of the work<Jrs there. 
I know what a disastrous effect the discus­
sion in this Chamber to-day is likely to 
have on the claim of the Police Union, and' 
that is why I regret that the discussion h~s 
taken place, and why I intended to refram 
from taking any part in it. 

There are other grievances in connection 
with the Police Union which are worthy of 
attention. One of their grievances is that 
they are not g·etting a just or fair spin from 
some of the heads in the department. They 
say that, when men are sent, away on holi­
davs thev have to work short-handed by 
rcas~n o( the parsimony which is practised 
bv senior s<Jrgeants and inspectors in charge 
of the various districts. That is a great 
injustice, and I trust ~hat the. Minister w!JI 
provide .adequate assistance m these dis­
trids when men are going- away on escort 
dutv or on holidav. A little more sympa­
thetic treatment sh-ould be meted out to the 
rank and file of the police in the performance 
of their duties. 

I do not wish to speak at any ~urther 
length. but I take this opportumty of 
remarking- that I sincerely hope that the 
Police Union will succeed in th<Jir claim 

before the court. I realise that 
[3 p.m.] thev, like other industrialists, 

are not satisne,d. I should like 
to say in passing, however. that I am rat_her 
surprised that some memb~rs of t]'Ie umon, 
or some members of the executive, have 
evidently approached mBmbcrs of the Orpo­
sition in order to endeavour to g-et them to 
castiiTate the Government. I think it was 
bad ta.ctics-I have no hesitation in saying­
so. They should go back a few years. to 
the period referred to by the hon. member 
£or Rockhampton. when the life of a pohce­
man in Queensland was little better than 
that of a chattel slave, and the Queensland 
police force was the worst treated in the 
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whole of the CommonweaJth. Members of 
the Police Union realise-they have intelli­
gence-that if hon. members opposite were 
sincere in their advocacy of better conditions 
for them, then during the fifty years for 
which thev were in charge of the Govern­
ment of Queensland they would have given 
effect to some of the things they pretend to 
advocate to-day. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I did not intend 
to have anything to say on this vote, but 
some of the remarks of bon. members opp l· 
site certainly call for comment. I would 
like to refer the hon. member for Townsvillc 
t<' one paragraph quoted by the hon. member 
for Albert from the " Police Journal." I 
understood t.he hon. member for Townsville 
to say that the conditions in Queensland 
prior to the advent of this Government were 
worse than in any other State in Australia. 
The " Police Journal " specifically states in 
the article to which the hon. member for 
Rockhampton referred that the conditions 
ol the force prior to the war compared 
favourably with the best conditions prevail­
ing in any other State in Australia. That 
i-s not my statement-it i<> the statement of 
the organ of the police force-and I suppose 
the writer honestly believed it to be so. 

I think that, speaking by-and-largP, we 
have reason to be well satisfied with the 
scrvicf's performed by the police throughout 
Queensland. I got into the hands of the 
force only once, and that was in the elec­
torate of the hon. member for Rockhampton 
-(laughter)-but I was not in their hands 
very long, and I think they did me a good 
service when I did get into their hands. 

We find that the Commissioner proposes to 
increase the numbers of the force. I pre­
sume he would not ask for an increase unless 
he felt that it was absolutely necessary and 
that the conditions of the State demanded 
it. It is a difficult matter to compare the 
conditions of the police force here with 
those of the forces in other States because 
of the tremendously long distances over 
which our police have to operate. We have 
" State which is very much larger than New 
South Wales or Victoria. If the f1gun·s 
quoted by the hon. member for Rockhamp­
ton are correct-and I take it that he has 
been careful in his estimate-thev show that 
the force have been doing theit: work very 
faithfully and efficiently, because we have a 
smaller number in proportion to the popula­
tion than any other State. 

Mr. FARRELL: No; a greater number. 
Mr. TAYLOR: I accept the correction. 

As I have already said, however, the con­
ditions in t.his State dilfer largely from those 
of the other States. 

As hon. members pointed out, there is a 
tremendous amount of work to be carried 
out by the police apart from what we look 
upon as the ordinary duties of the police. 
1 think the very best treatment that we can 
possibly give them should be given them. 

I am not going to refer to the wages 
question as that is before the court and the 
court has to decide that, but there are one 
or two items in the vote that I would like 
some information on. During the debate on 
a previous vote, a statement was hurled 
across the Chamber that various individuals 
and parties throughout the State had ex­
ploited the aboriginals in the matter of 
l'mployment. According to the Estimates 
we have sixty-four native trackers receiving 

the magnificent salary of £4 per month. I 
do not know whethe1' you call that exploita­
tion or high wages. 

The HoME SECRETARY: They are " found." 

Mr. TAYLOR: I know that; still they 
only receive a salary of £4 per mo11:th. I 
do not suppose there are many abongmals 
working on stations who receive less than 
£4 per month and their keep. 

Mr. BRUCE: You are quite wrong. 
Mr. TAYLOR: The transfer expenses 

are the same this year. 
'rhe CHAIRMAN: Order ! That is an 

item contained in the Police Union's plaint 
before the court. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I would like some infor­
mation with regard to the seventy-seven 
native trackers employed by the Police De­
partmenl? I would also like to know 
whether the trackers are continuously em­
ploy<'d when not actually tracking in con­
nection with a case? I take it that we have 
to maintain them during the whole period 
they are in the employ of the department. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: They do camp duty 
about the station. 

The HOME SECRETARY : The allowance in­
cludes food and clothing for the whole of 
tbe tracker's family. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am satisfied with the 
Home Secretary's explanation. 

Mr. MAXWELL (J!oowong) : My remarks 
in connection with this vote will be more m 
admiration of the members of the force. 
Any consideration that can be given to the 
police, not only in recognition of better 
conditions but in improving home conditions 
and creating better surroundings, should be 
done. vVe all realise that these men prac­
tically carry their lives in their hands. We 
had an example of their bravery only the 
other day. They carry their lives in their 
hands, not only on one or two occaswns. 
but in every instance. These men never 
funk their work. We have not arrived at 
the stage that they have reached in Vic­
toria, where it was stated by one legal 
luminary the other day that the jury were 
almost afraid to bring in a verdict of gUllty 
against some of the underworld because 
they would be dealt with. Owing to the 
attention and good work by the Queensland 
police, we have not arrived at that stage. 
thank goodness. In comparison with the 
population of the State, there is a falling 
off in the number of police in 1923-24 as com­
pared with 1914-15. I do not know whether 
that is owing to the good conduct of the 
people of the community. In 1914-15 there 
were 1,242 police and the population of 
Queensland was 676,707. That means a 
ratio of one policeman to every 545 citizens. 
while in 1923-24 we find that there were 
1.238 members of the police force and the 
population 811,168, making the ratio one 
policeman to every 655 citizens. That is a 
very fine testimonial to the character of 
Queensland, but at the same time it seems 
to me in face of those figures that the police 
force is undoubtedly undermanned. 

Mr. FARRELL: You will find that is general 
throughout the whole of the States. 

Mr. MAXWELL: That may be, but it is 
not ·right. That state of affairs ought not 
to be allowed to exist here, because it has a 
tzndency to encourage a certain class of 

Mr. klaxwell.] 
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indiyidual to come to this State, and that is 
not desirable. I am not stating that the 
police force is not well and efficiently 
manned-they are doing wonderfl!lly good 
work-but it is absolutely essential in the 
best interests of the community that the 
force should be fully manned and not remain 
in the position I have stated. 

I am not g·oing to interfere in any way 
with the claim that has been lodged by the 
police in the Arbitration Court. That is a 
function of the Conrt, and naturally, being 
a. belioYer that any claim for altered condi-
1 ions or increase in wages is a matter for 
the judges of that Court to function upon. 
I do not intend to touch upon it. I am 
YCry glad that it is not one of the functions 
of this Committee. I hope the greatest 
consideration will be given to these men, 
because. as I said at the OL!tset, they go 
out in the morning to do their duty and do 
not know how they are going to come home-
1nain1ed, or perhaps brought horne on a 
shutter. 

'The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. .J. 
Stopford, Mount J[01·gan)': Repre~.entatives 
of the GoYernment met the officials of the 
Police Union in conference. No promises 
were made to the police that salaries would 
be in~reo<sed, but a promi,.e was distinctly 
made that, if the embargo on public servants 
in re:·eipt of £300 a year and upwarcls was 
lifted in a general sense, the police would 
haw an opportunity of going to the Arbi­
tration Conrt and having those salaries 
reYiewecl. It would be impossible for me 
to cl is cuss this Yote without discussing w·ages, 
conditions. and other matters in the plaint, 
and I feel that it would be wrong for me 
eYen to reply to the arguments which have 
been adduced during the debate as the claim 
is now before the Court. (Hear, hear !) 

Question put and passed. 

POLIC'E INVESTMENT BOARD. 

'The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
StopfDrcl, ,lfount JJ1orga.n): I beg to move-

" That £49.000 be granted for 'Police 
lnYesiment Board.' " 

Ho:-;. \Y. H. BARNES (lVynnum): I 
won!rl like to ask the Home S'ecretarv the 
reason why this vote has been increased .. from 
£43.000 to £49.000. I presume it a,rises from 
the fact that the police force is growing and 
that a large,· amount is required. 

The Ho1m SECRETARY: Yes; and possibly 
a larger amount than that will be required. 
I eannot tell definitely what situation will 
arhc. 

Ho:\. \Y. H. BARI\:ES: I quite recognise 
that many of these vot·c>s are to some ext-ent 
estimates: The Minister will have in his 
pmsession the amount that was spent last 
year. £43.000 was appropriated, and I assum0 
that that was found tD be insufficient. ~\.t anv 
ra tP, it would b:- verv intPrcsting· for the Con;­
wittec to know what was the actual amount 
spent Ju,,:t year. 

ThP Ho:\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopfmd . • timl1!t !Iorgan): The amount 
expended last year was £H,OOO. There arc 
JlO.Y further 1 ctirements, resulting from the' 
new retiring age of sixty under the amended 
_\et. 

QneRtion put and pasi3ed. 

[lllr. Maxwell. 

PRISONS. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J 
Stopforcl, J[ount Jiorf!!L11): I beg to move-

" That £35,147 be granted for 
'Prison:-:.'" 

2\lr. L\. YLOR (Windsor): Ther? are one 
or two items in this vote on which I would 
like the Home Secretary to give some infor­
rnalicn. Take the itcn1 "Trade instructors." 
I would like the Hom? Secrctarv to tell us 

hat the trades are, how they' arc being 
availcd of, and the instruction given. I would 
like to know whether any of the articles pro­
due_ d bv those who are so instructed are 
being utilised by the Government depart­
ments. or whether they are being sold outside. 

A little further down I find that the superin­
tendent at the St. IIelena Penal Establish­
mPnt is to receive £365 this Y<'ar as against 
C475 last year-a re-duction of £ll0. I would 

like the Home Secretary to gin' us a little 
information upon these two matters. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (Aibcr·t): I wish to say 
.it"t a word or two on this vote, more parti­
cularly in connection with remissions to 
prisoners. rrhis question was brought UlJ 
incidentally, hut not on this vot· I have been 
charged vrith having granted a greater 
nurnbcr of rernissions than vnl"- the case pre­
viously or ~ince. 

The 1-IOo!E SECRETARY: That was your owa 
side. 

Hox. J. G. _\PPEL: I understand it was 
th.· btatement of the hon. member for Murilla. 
I had a definite policy when dNtling with this 
matter. \Vhere there were prisoners who were 
practically first offenders, or where tho 
punishment they were suffering W'lS the ftrst, 
in case' recommended by the superintendent 
of a p·cnal establishment and under ccrtam 
conditions, I promised to consider the question 
of a remission. I would like to explain that. 
On many occasions I practically "at the whole 
da:' in the superintendent's office at St. Hclena 
granting intervi0ws to prisoners \vho desired 
remissions, or who desired to put their ca»o 
before m' 

The HOoiE SECRETARY: That is only a fair 
thing to do. -

Hox. J. G. APPFL: Quite so; but there is 
se much misa.pprehension as to the procedure 
followed that I thought it necessary to make 
this explanation. After consultation with 
the superintendent, where it appeared tha.t 
there wa' a poseibility of reformation, I 
undertook to give favourable CDnsideration 
t•J the case under certain conditions, and 
generally one condition was that the 
prisoner, if he had no trade, would learn a 
trade, and that when he was pronounced to 
be efficient, and his general conduct entitled 
him to it. I would recommend a remission 
of his sentence. I am very pleased, indeed, 
tc say that as a result of that policy many 
efficient tradesmen were turned out. These 
men on release engaged in the trades which 
they had learned, and I know of some indi­
vidua.l cases where the men are doing very 
well. The whole object of the department 
has ever been reformation. I have no doubt 
that the present Administration are follow­
ing the same policy-that is, to endeavour 
to reclaim a man who has fallen and bring 
him once more into the straight path. The 
only wa.y to do that is to give him a trade. 
The hon. member for \Vinclsor asked a ques­
tion as to the trade instructors. There is 
no doubt that the trade instructors in our 
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pc•nal establishments are carrying out a great 
'"ork in the m.dtcr of instructing prisoners 
in the different trades. Hon. members would 
rea!lv be surprised at the work that is 
carri~·rl out now in the different shops--tin­
smiths blackemitl,s, and carpenters' shops, 
<'abinet.-mitker's shop, bookbinding establish­
mcr;t, etc. The greater proportion of the 
work turned out is supplied to the different 
Govcrnn1ent departn1ents, and the prisoners 
ar · kept occupied, which i;; the only means 
bv whic·h thcv mav be reclaimed. Of course, 
there are a (.:ertaii1 number of prisoners who 
ar·" hopeless. Attempt;; have been made at 
diffnent times to reclaim them, a.nd when 
thc'l- have failed they are hopeless, anrl 
nothing c~n be done. The whole object of 
·thn d~partment was, if at all possible, to 
reclaim a man and restore hirn again to 
~ecent society, and I have no doubt that is 
the policy of the d·epartment to-day. If It 
was considered that a man was likelv to 
reform, I considered it was my duty to 'give 
that man a chance once more to lead a 
dec•Jnt life. For the information of members 
of the Committee, I will instance one case. 
A very fine young 'fellow was captured in 
'l'oowoomba just after the raid on the 
Queensland Treasury notes in S;ydney, and 
the police discovered a certain number of 
stolen notes on him. It was the opinion of 
the authorities that a larger number of notes 
were hidden bv him. The prison officials 
foiled to melt 'hirn, and thev asked me if 
I would do what I could. I, went over and 
saw him b·, mvself. and I succeeded. in 
softening hii11. He was very hard at first, 
but the result of my inteniow was that he 
disclosed to me where this plant of 'l'reasur:: 
notes >vas. It was in a hotel bedroom in 
Toowoomba. "·here he had been cavtured, 
;,.nd underneath the washstand. He had 
Lstencd the packet of notes there, and there 
they had been for months. When he gave 
me the information. I advised the Criminal 
Investigation Department to make an inves­
tigation, which they did, and found the 
packet of notes under the washstand in the 
hotel as described by the prisoner. He was 
a very fine young n1an. Ho had been a sea­
man, and then a wharf Jumper in New South 
Wales. and there was in him fitting material 
for reformation. I told him that if he would 
learn a trade, and his conduct was entirely 
·-~tisfactory, I would recommend a remission 
o' sentence. He learnt carpentering, then 
joinery. and then cabinet-making, becoming 
.m expert tradesman in these trades, and 
his conduct was of the verv best. I recom­
mended a remission of h1s sentence. \Ye 
bought him a kit of tools at a cost of some­
thing like £30, and gave him a free passage 
io where he wanted to go. I heard after­
\'< ards that he had made a great success of 
things, v. as leading a good honest life, and 
\vorking as a first-class tradesman. I realise 
that tnat is part of the work of our trade 
instructor. I am not saying that it was only 
under my particular adminisi·ration that this 
occurred, because it has been the policy of 
the Home Department under the administra­
tion of whatever political party. and it is 
evidence of what can be done in the way of 
reclamation of prisoners. 

When I went to the Home Department, 
being a member of the legal profession, I 
naturally knew that in every case in which 
a remission was asked for, the opinion of 
the Supreme Court justice should be 
requested as to whether such a remission 
$hould be given. I extended that practice 
.and got a similar opinion from the judges 

of the District Courts, and I went even 
further and obtained opinions from stipen­
diary magistrates, so that on every occasion 
when a remission was considered we had 
the opinion of either the justice nf the 
Supreme Court, District Court judge, or of 
the stipendiary magistrate who had dealt 
with the case. I only know of one i'nstance 
\Yhere a justice of the Supreme Court-the 
late Sir Pope Cooper, the then Chief Justice 
-was opposed to the application for a 
remission. It was the case of a young man, 
it being his first offence. He had been 
guiliy of arson, but his conduct was very 
-•xemplary, and a reputable firm in Sydne.v 
\Yore prepared to start him again in business 
if a remission was granted. I saw the Chief 
Justice, but he was opposed to any remission 
being granted. I was satisfied that it was 
a case in which the Executive might well 
intencne. The late Sir William MacGregor. 
who was then Governor of Queensland, pre· 
sided at the meeting of the Executive 
Council at which I brought the matter up 
for discussion. I asked Sir \Villiam ~Iac· 
Gregor. in view of the opposition of the 
Chief Justice to any remission being given, 
what was his opinion, having regard to the 
circumstances, and he agreed with me, and 
a remission was given. I have learned since 
that this young man profited by the experi­
ence that he gained and is doing exceedingly 
well under his new conditions. I simply 
carried out the policy of the Home Depart­
ment. I regret the partisanship sho,vn by 
some hon. members opposite, who claim that 
one particular party holding certain political 
views has done more in thi~ matter than 
other Governments. Tha.t has been the 
policy of the Home Department under both 
Squatter and Liberal administrations. It is 
a humane policy, and the desire is to assist 
those who have fallen. Those are the lines 
of policy on which I acted. During my 
time there were special remissions given on 
the accession of the Sovereign, which are 
alwa:cs given. That ~as always . ~een do~e, 
and there are regulatiOns authonsmg remis­
sions. The Home Secretarv will bear me 
out that he has a monthly list of net remis­
sions to act upon in accordance with the 
Prison regulations. That was the policy 
of the Home Department and the one which 
I pursued and the policy which I believe is 
carried out by the present occupant of the 
office. . 

I would like to give a meed of praise 
to the attendants of the prisons. who carry 
out- their duties with a great deal of tact 
and firmness and yet with kindness. '!YI.v 
experience of them, from thP Comptroller­
General down to the junior warders, is that 

their whole purpose is apparently 
[3.30 p.m.]' to ·do the best they . can ~o 

restore those who are 111 their 
charge to a decent mode of life. It is a 
pleasure to me to know that. and I am sure 
it is also to the hon. gentleman m charge 
of the department. This vote has somewhat 
oi a bearing on the police vote and the pro­
posal to increase the number of police, be­
cause the warders in the gaols have in th01r 
charge some ver~- dangerous criminals who 
regard life lightly and if opportuuity offered 
w,;-uld take not one life but more than one 
life. That being so, it is only right ~hat 
the warders who have to risk their hves 
should feel that they have an adequate force 
to <all upon if necessity arose. 

Under modern prison methods, everything 
Is .done which tends to impro1·e the 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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conditions of the pnsoners in th" hope, cf 
rdorming them. The svstem bv which 
bonu:,es are given to priso~ers for good con­
duct. the tobacco ration, the lights provided 
in the cells, the provision for reading matter 
and allowing them to have photographs of 
telatives in their cells-these and other 
things all tend to improve their conditions. 
ln the old days a man who was once con­
victed was branded as an outcast-·at any 
rate there was that tendency-or as a man 
who could not be admitted to society again, 
and his conditions were of the worst. Under 
the modern policy the whole idea is to 
endeavour to surround the punishment-of 
course, it is still a punishment-with all 
those things which will help to bring him 
back to a decent mode of life. That is the 
policy which was carried out under my 
regime. with the result I have already indi­
cated, that many a young man, who under 
the old conditions would have been hope­
lessly lost, acquired a trade, entered into 
decent life once more, a.nd became a credit­
able man of society a11d an asset to the 
community. 

I will say this of the officers of the depart­
ment and the members of the police force, 
that they have freely and voluntarily given 
every aesistance in such cases. Thev have 
never done anything which would ri'Iilitate 
against a prisoner upon his release and pre­
vent him pursuing a course of conduct to 
improve his condition by which, though he 
was released, he would be branded as an 
ex-convict. They have given all the assist­
ance to the general object and the general 
purpose, with the result that many men who 
have gone into prison as criminals have 
come out better equipped for the battle of 
life than when they went to serve their 
sentences. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): I would like 
some information on this vote from the 
Home Secretary, more particularly in con­
nection with the gratuities to discharged 
prisoners. The sum of :£450 is set down here 
for that purpose, and I would like to know 
if that is the total amount to be paid to all 
the discharged prisoners, or if there are 
other sums given to these men when they 
leave the institution? I have read the report 
by the Comptroller-General of Prisons, in 
which he points out that the value of work 
performed by the prisoners during the year 
1923 amounted to :£18,854 3s. 2d. He says 
that is very encouraging. He goes on to 
show that carpentry brought in :£803, book­
binding :£108, tailoring :£3,550, bootmaking 
:£3,530, brushmaking :£485, matmaking :£142, 
hatmaking :£39, basket-making :£19, and tin­
smithing :£117. We are told that the tin­
smithing shop has been shifted from St. 
Helena to Brisbane, and that the conduct 
of the industrial undertakings of the prison 
has been successful. 

I was pleased to hear the hon. member for 
Albert say that the time has gone when a 
prisoner was looked upon as a social pariah 
and wa.s not fit to have intercourse with 
ordinary individuals. There are some men 
and women who have made slips, and they 
have the right to be given a chance to 
reform and get back into decent society and 
civil life again, and every opportunity 
should be given them to get back into that 
life. It has been said that once a man gets 
into the clutches of the Prisons Department 
he is settled for life, as they have his photo­
graph, his finger prints. and know the shape 
and make of him, and once he gets out of 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

r:rison the eye of the authorities follm" s him 
eontir:;uouslc-; and he does not get a chance .. 
I am glad to hear that that is not so. I 
would like to know from the Home Secretary 
if :£450 is the total amount paid to prisoners 
on leaving the prison, or is there EOine con­
sideration given to them to enable them to· 
sl art in some business or industrv and thus 
get a decent chance in life 9 \Ye ·!mow that 
that small sum would not go any distance 
in helping the men who are discharged. 
What is the use of turning a man adrift in 
the streets of Brisbane or any other city 
without making some provision to allow 
him to get some employment? It is no use 
giving him an opportunity to conduct a 
trade if vou do not give him the means to· 
attain th"at end. I am glad to learn that 
during the past few years the prison autho­
rities have instituted some reform with a 
\'iew to giving these men a bett<>r deal in 
life. I am speaking mainly about the men, 
because they constitute the greater number 
of criminah, and they will be able to per­
form useful work if they can be reformed· 
and placed back in civil life. The report 
goes on to show that quite a number of' 
prisoners have taken up trades or callings 
and have become industrious while thev were 
in prison. It is only by kind. sympathetic 
treatment that these men can be reclaimed· 
and made good citizens of our Sta'e. That 
is what we want. Every good citizen is an 
asset. while everv bad citiz.cn and criminal 
is a drag on the ·state. If we can only win 
back to society one man a month from our 
prisons, then we shall be doing a wonderfui 
work, and a work that will redound to the 
credit of those in authority. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): The Home· 
Secretary cannot ever be accused of being 
unkind or ungenerous to those unfortunate 
men and women who have fallen from 
society. On more than one occasion I have 
been to see the hon. gentleman about people 
who ha.ve been inside the walls of prison. 
I received consideration from him, and the 
prisoners always received pretty generous 
treatment. A good deal of discussion has 
taken place from time to time in reference· 
to our prisons, and I do object to hon. 
members sitting opposite throwing out 
insinuations which have tended to create 
an impression abroad that the Home Sec­
retary or previous occupants of that office 
have allowed prisoners to be released from 
gaol who ought not to have been released. 
Hon. members opposite have attempted to· 
create the impression that we were either" 
friends of or in league with criminals, and 
that conditions quite at variance with those 
obtaining when the hon. member for Albert 
was Home Secretary now prevaiL I am· 
quite satisfied that no individual has been 
released from prison since the present 
Government came into power without due 
thought having been given to all the sur­
roundings connected with the particular" 
case. Just as it has been the case that 
people who have been in gaol and have 
been released fall again, so it has happened 
that some people who have had their 
sentences remitted have not made the best 
use of their liberty. There is no doubt that 
during the last twenty years a great change 
has taken place in the ideas of society in 
relation to prisoners. It is a well-known 
fact that in days gone by offenders for 
trivial offences received more rigorous 
sentences than those who committed more 
heinous crimes. It is also a well-knoW!ll' 
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.fact that in older countries people who had 
·the misfortune to be arrested for drunken­
ne"s. obscene language, or common assault, 
received fourteen days' imprisonment with 
a diet of only bread and water. Those ideas 
have passed, and not too soon. One indi­
vidual who served two years in prison some 
two years ago put his ideas of prison life 
.into verse, which read-

" The vilest deeds, like poison weeds, 
Bloom well in prison-air; 

It is m:ly what is good in man 
That wastes and withers there; 

Pale Ahguish keeps the heavy gate, 
And tl;e Warder is Despair. 

·" VIe were as men who through a fen 
Of filthy darkness grope: 

vVe did not dare to breath a prayer, 
Or give our anguish scope : 

Something was dead in each of us, 
And what was dead was Hope." 

H has been said that-
" Hope springs eternal m the human 

breast." 
I think the result of the changes in prison 

reform has been to prevent many unfor­
tunate people from losing their ideals and 
ambitions because they happen to be put 
in gaol. The de,ire for reform may be saicl 
to cause prison detention to be of a reforma­
tive rather than a punitive character, and I 
·think the reform has been of great advan­
tage. Some people say that we cannot re­
form those who are unfortunate enough to 
be inmates of our prisons, but I do not 
believe that, because quite a number have 
been reformed, including many cases where 
there appeared to be little or no hope. 
·There can be no doubt that quite a number 
·oi pe.ople get into gaol very easily, and 
sometimes very unexpectedly and for appar­
ently sin.ple reasons. Men will do quite a 
number of things when under the influence 
of drink that theY would not think of doing 
' hen in their sane so her senses. 

The hon. member for Albert said that it 
was good for a man to be employed. It is, 
but not on some things. Some incentive 
should be given to the man to work. I am 
sure it was not good to set men picking 
oakum. That is not a very inspiring occu­
pation, and it would not tend to elevate a 
man's thoughts and ideas. I certainly 
Hun~ that a man, say, at St. Helena, if he 
IS grven work which he knows and is prac­
tically not interfered with, takes an interest 
and pride in that work. It is most interest­
ing to watch something grow-much more 
uplifti_ng than chopping wood from morning 
trll mght at Boggo Road. These ideas of 
reform have grown in tlw minds of the 
people, changes have taken place, and the 
results have been very beneficial. 

Everybody kno\Ys thfLt, when the hon. 
member for Albert was Home Secretarv he 
instituted quite a number of reforms ,~·hich 
were beneficial and tended to help unfor­
tunate men to make a fresh start in life 
when they got out of gaol. I know some 
people talk sneeringly about pictures and 
other benefit, being granted to the inmates 
of prisons, but I honestly believe the results 
have justified those experiments. I do not 
think for one moment that the last word 
has been said on the question of prison 
reform or that the last act has been per­
formed. New Zealand has been experi-

ment,ing for the last ten or fifteen years, and 
it is well worth while pondering over some 
of their results, and, if we can manage it 
adopting some of their methods. 

I shall quote from an article on prison 
refor!lli in New Zealand from "Stead's 
Review" for 15th August, 1924-

" FARM CoLONIES . 

" In 1910 the Farm Colony system was 
inaugurated, on an area of 1,250 acres, 
afterwards increased to 1,750 acres. 
This experiment proved so successful 
that extensions soon followed. In 1914 
the Paparua Farm Colony, near Christ­
church, was founded. Commencing with 
700 acres, this has now an area of 9~ 
square miles. The land was originally 
very poor-most of it an old river bed, 
with 6 inches of soil overlying 30 feet 
of barren shingle. The buildings and 
other improvements are all the work of 
the prisoners, and the value of a pro­
perty originally worth nothing is now 
estimated at over £30,000. At present 
150 prisoners are employed on this farm. 
Another farm colony has also been estab­
lished at Waikeria, near Te Awamuto." 

Iri this connection thev have not onlv found 
these men work at useful occupations' and Jtt 
occupations that bring some revenue in, but 
they grve them something for their work. 
They get a certain amount when they are 
released. and the amounts now aggregate 
about £5,000 per year. So you see that while 
not making a profit from the labour of these 
men, they are doing som"thing towards the 
upke<;P of the establishment in which they 
arP situated, and there is something for the 
pnsoners when they get outside to enable 
them to make a fresh start. This articie 
continues-

" Besides farming, open-air industrie;; 
are also engaged in by prisoners. Among 
these ar2 the building of roads and 
brid12:es, sawmilling, quarrying, and brick­
makmg. The last is a permanent in­
dustry, equipped with a Hoffmann kiln 
and modern machinery, and having an 
annual sales income of .£20,000. The 
quarry, at Auckland, is also carried on 
with up-to-date appliances which since 
thei1· installation, have increas~d the 
former output six-fold." 

That would be all very well, and if it did not 
go any further, it might be said it would i::c 
all right, but it does not go far enough. The 
real question of reform of all prisoners is 
" Do the results justify us in going to the 
expense of making the experim 'nts ?" The 
results are put down. and in a recent report 
the Comptroller-General stat "s-

" Every able-bodied man now learns the 
gospel of hard work, and under the honour 
system, that is very generally apphed on 
our farms and works, he also learns self­
reliance and self-nspect." 

If they are instilling into th8S'e men the 
principles of self-reliance and self-respect, 
they are doing a very good work indeed. The 
articl·e continues-

" Sir William Sowden, President of the 
Adelaide Prison Reform Association 
who recently made a careful inquiry o,; 
the spot into the New Zealand system, 
stated three months ago, that ' during the 
last ten years in the Domini<m the pro­
portion of criminals in the population has 
·decreased by almost exactlv one-half.' " 

That is really the result of th~ system, and 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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think that result is a r<:'commendation of the 
system, and justifies what has been done. If 
during the next ten years by a system like 
that 'A ' could reduce our criminal population 
by exactlc· one-half, we would be doing a very 
fine thing· indeed. I believe it has been 
reduced, and it 'vill be further reduced 'vhen 
we are in a position to make this further 
expenditure. This article goes on to say-

" The )Jew Zealand prison systc1n is 
attracting attention in other States, as 
well as South Australia. In Tasmania, 
the Government is about to start an exten­
sive Rystcn1 of prison reform, and it \Yas 
reported about two months ago that the 
Attorney-G neral, Mr. Og·ilvie, intended 
making a personal and thorough investi­
gation of the ~ew Zealand system: \Yith 
a vie"· to its introduction into his own 
State." 

should like to suggest that, if the Home 
Secretarc· can at all manage it, h .. should go 
over to New Zealand and have a look at the 
places established there, and se· if something 
cannot be done in that direction in Queens­
land. \Ye know quite well that it will require 
some littlo outlay in the fu·st inst>tuce, but it 
i.s a well-lmmYn fact that some of the establish­
ments '"" have at present arc not up-to-dat •, 
ctr~,J whil0 a 11Un1ber of improve1nents hav-e 
"' n made, and a lot of changes have taken 
place in the right direction, I am confident 
that being cooped up inside four walls, and 
th·•n placed inside coils, is not uplifting or 
likely tor. form the prisoners. ~-"s a result of 
thn changes taking place in this direction, the 
gaol in England, of ,vhich the lines were 
written, is at the present time being 
demolished, as the prison authorities recognise 
that the building was unsuited to the pur­
po,. •. It is a well-known fact that one of tl10 
difficulties people have who are unfortunate 
enough to find themselves in gaol is to get a 
start when they got out. Hundr-eds of men, 
after having served their sentences, if they 
were giY('D a fair chance or a reasonabh~ 
opportunity, would endeavour to make good. 
The hon. member for Ipswich pointed out 
that when they got outside again, they were 
practically branded, and found very great 
difficulty in getting a footing on the ladder 
again. A nurr1ber of prisoners have passed 
through th. se farm colonies in New Zealand, 
and after staying there a little 'vhile and 
doing some work there, they have been found 
emploYment in the country, where there are 
none of the temptations that faced them 
previously. The same may lie said of the 
\Yilliam Powell Home in Brisbane. 

In a very large number of instances they 
are making good, and showing that when 
they get an opportunity they can achieve the 
very best results from the opportunities 
which are give]) them. It is unfortunate 
that in highly civilised societies the con­
ditions of life should make it so difficult for 
people to do the right thing and keep on the 
stra.ight and narrow path; but that is the 
position, and I think the least we can do is 
to try and help pri6oners when thev have 
finished their sentences. An oppo~·tunitv 
should be given to enable them to recove"r 
their positions, and to live honest, useful, 
and industrious Jives. ·when the Govern­
ment are in a financial position to do so. 
they should take stops to establi<>h farm 
settlements, where prisoners would be given 
a better chance. There is no lack of land 
for that purpose, as there are 101 places in 
(ueensland where such a farm could be 
<''tablished when funds are available. 

[Jit·. 11'instanley. 

Places lik<' Boggo Road Gaol, Stcwa.rt''> 
Creek Gaol, and other similar places, which 
have been built with big high walls around 
them, should be abandoned, and th0 prisoners 
allowed to be out in the open air, where 
something can be done to rehabilitate them 
and enable them to go back into the social 
life which they formerly enjoyed. By doing 
that, we shall not only be helping the men 
themselves but helping the community a" a 
whole, because the fewer people of this kind 
there are to be looked after in our gaols the 
betteer it will be. It takes a large amount 
of money to support these penal establish­
ments. As far as possible these institutiom 
should he made self-supporting, and a.n 
opportunity given to the inmates to get back 
to upright conditions of life. 

:VIr. WARREN (Jiurrumba): I feel cer­
tain that we do not approach the matter of 
the welfare of prisoners in the proper spirit. 
The lecture delivered bv tbe Chief J uetice 
recently was nearer the mark than am·thing 
1 have yet heard. Th·· menta.!ity of prisoners 
is a big factor which should be taken into 
consideration, and until we a pproa eh the 
matter from that point of view I think we 
are not going to get a solution of the diffi­
culty in regard to the trea tmont of prisonerc. 
I think that most of these problems can only 
bP solved by a process of evolution. Twenty 
y<'ars ago we would not ha Ye seen things as 
thev arc to-day from the moral, social, and 
politiutl standpoint. The times have 
changed greatly, but we still mete out the 
same punishment to prisoners. A prisoner 
should be placed out of reach of doing 
further harm; his sentence should not be 
looked upon as a punishment. The putting 
oi a man inside four walls. cooping him up 
ih a cell, does serious injury to him, and 
almost makes it impossible for him to 
reform. I do not think it would be possible 
to do anything that would brand him more 
deeply. It is an admirable practice for the 
police to keep a. strict supervision over these 
1ncn and keep track of them. and it is their 
duty to do so, but it does not alter the fact 
that our system is wrong. 

At 4 p.m., 
J\-lr. GLEDSON (lps11'ich), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
!r>an in the chair. 

Mr. \YARRE:'\: My own opinion is that 
we should have a farm to put first offenders 
on. \Vhen our soldiers began to come back 
from the front we were unfortunatelY faced 
with the problem pre,ented by a very small 
percentage of them who got into prison 
through war disabilities or otherwise, and at 
one of the meetings of the Council of the 
RetLnned Soldiers and Sailors' Imperial 
League a resolution was passed asking the 
Gm·ernment to start a farm on which to 
put these men In a. very small way that 
was tried-not in a comprehensive way at 
all-fmd I would like to see that farm 
system tried for prisoners, at any rate for 
first offenders. 'These men should not be 
turned out of gaol penniless. They are 
almost penniless when they leave our 
prisons; the few pounds that they have are 
not sufficient to start them in life again. I 
do not mean to say that our prison system is 
r.ot the best that we can do under the 
cir<'umstanccs: other countries are doing much 
worse than Australia, but I do think that 
we should try to help the prisoners sufficiently 
to enable them to tnake a fresh start. So 
long as a rnan is 1naking good or a ppcar~" 
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to have the desire to make good, he should 
r0ceive something which, >tlthough not in 
the nature of compensation for his deten­
tion nevertheless would help him to accu­
mul~te sufficient to start in life afterwards. 
Because a man happens to make a mistake, 
that is no reason why his life should bo 
damned for ever afterwards. A man's 
chances are Yl'l'V small after he has been 
in prison, but, if he were sent to a farm 
where the discipline of the prison would 
not be so strong upon him and he came into 
contact with nature, there would be more 
chance that his good natural instincts would 
come to life. One must admit that such a 
man would have a better chance to make 
good in the country than in the city, be­
cause, a.lthough we must admit that city 
life offers more chance of amusement and 
pleasure, the temptations there are also 
greater. If a man were sent out from a 
furm without so much of the stigma of a 
prison upon him as he would bear if he 
came out of a. gaol, he would have a much 
better chance, and I think it is up to us as 
free people to give him that chance. There 
would be a very big compensating gain to 
the State. As the hon. member who has 
just resumed his seat said, if we can reduce 
thP amount of crime, we shall add a big 
as, et to the State. I believe that all our 
prison officials and all 'the officers of the 
department, from the Home Secretary down, 
are honestlv and sincereh desirous of carrv­
ing out a "reforming poficy in our prison"s. 
They know what their object is. and I giv:' 
them credit for having it, but I think that 
for financial reasons they have not explored 
to the hm1t the avenues open !o them in 
matters of this description. I know for 
instance, that years ago in ='i"ew Ze~land 
they sent their prisoners out on reafforesta­
tion work, and I should like to sec some­
thing here \vhich would so improve them 
~hat, when they came out, they would not 
have to go back to the old methods of steal­
ing or other crime. After all I am of 
opinion-and I believe that the prison 
offic1als \nll bear me out-that most prisoners 
are. lazv people-people who will not work 
oe do not want to work. 

If they were sent on to a farm and were 
taught to work-there is no place in the 
world where a person can do more work 
than on a farm. and there is no better place 
m the world where a man can take to work 
than on a farm-they could accumulate a 
certain amount of money-not a mere pit­
tance, but something substantial-and if the 
farm \Y:tS conducted i!1. a proper ~ay, it 
could be made a payable proposition. We 
have millions of acres of land that could 
be opened up, and !hAy could be given a 
start. The prisoners could be converted 
from criminals to highly-respectable pro­
ducers, and such a scheme would be well 
worth trying. The Government could under­
take the emplo:, ment of prisoners on re­
afforestation work. In sending men out to 
do this work they are given a certain amount 
of libcrtv; but whv should thev not have 
that liberty? If they break "faith thov 
become criminals in a double sense: The 
men engaged in reafforestation in New 
Zealand were trusted to a great extent. I 
made thorough inquiries and found that to 
be the case; and where you give men a 
certain amount of trust-even prisoners­
they will think seriously before committing 
a breach of that trust. I have been in 
charge of prisoners in Egypt, and we used 

to let a lot ot the prisoners out. I know it 
was a breach of the rqles. I am saying 
~?at to-day, and my colonel 1s present. 
Ihey were often let out, and the,' went away 
and came back as docile as lambs. I believe 
that, if libetty "as extended under such 
circumstances-not on the sly, but openly­
~Teat benefits wou~d accrue. 1Iy suggestion 
,,, worthy of consideration, and, if such a 
farm were established, it would be a centre 
of education for a certain class of people 
who would be a real asset to the State. I 
would like to say a few words about State 
children. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA='i": Order ! 
The hon. gentleman will not be in order 
in discussing State children on this vote. 

Mr. WARREN: I do not make any com­
plaint against the present prison svstem but 
[ consider it could be remodelled to a great 
extent so as to reform many of the prisoners. 

J\Ir. KELSO (Xunclah): The salarv of the 
superintendent of S't. Helena pena"l esrab­
hshment last year \\as set down at £475 per 
annum, and th1s yenr the salary is £365 per 
annum. I suppose that has somethino· to do 
11 ith the classification of the positio';,. 

The H01IE SECRETARY: The former superin­
tendent died. The Government had kept the 
salary up to the previous high standard. 
although the prison had gone back in classi­
ficatwn. but the new superintendent is now 
paid according to. the clas,ification of the 
position. 

Mr. KELSO: I want to discuss the desira­
bility of retaining St. Helena as a penal 
establishment. From bme to time this 
matt-er is brought up and it has been Yenti­
lated in the Press, but nothing has been 
done, the assumption apparentlv being that 
the Goyernment are satisfied that the best 
place for such an establishment is at St. 
Hclena. ·what is the effect on Yisitors com­
ing into Brisbane by steamer? If thev ha Ye 
anc friends on board and the beauties" of the 
bay are being pointed out to them thev are 
immediately attracted by a lovelv i~land: and 
they say, "·what place is that"? " and the 
Brisbaneite has to tell them \Yith shame. 
that it is the penal establi~hment of St. 
Helena. 

The HOME SECRETARY: With shame? 
~1r. BEDFORD: ·would you put the island 

up country so that it could not be seen? 
Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman is 

always saying some nonsensical thing. 
Mr. BEDFORD: vVhat is your objection? 
Mr. KELSO: Does the hon. gentleman 

reall.~ think that I would be such a fool as 
to suggest that an island should be placed 
inland? 

Mr. BEDFORD: Yes. 
Mr. KELSO: I think the hon. gentleman 

is only wasting his time here; he is not 
goin.g to pull my leg like that. I am dis­
cussmg this matter seriouslY. Visitors 
coming here are not at all imiJl'essed with 
the fact that we put our prisoners on of1e of 
the most beautiful islands in the Bav. What 
are the possibilities if the pri"son was 
rcmoYed to the mainland? I believe that 
from time to time suggestions have been 
made to take the prisoners inland. It will 
be found that the prisons in the Southern 
States ha,ve been established inland. and 
that the svstem works well. It has been 
'.:tid that greater facilities for escape would 
be offered to the prisoners if the prison 

Mr. Kelso.] 
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were removed inland. The same thing 
might be said about Boggo-road, but oppor­
tunities for escape do not arise there. Pre­
cautions could be taken so that the prisoners 
could be kept in safety wherever the prison 
was established. If St. Helena were con­
verted into a health resort, it would make 
one of the finest health resorts about Bris­
bane. The people of Brisbane are very 
proud of Redcliffe as a health resort, but 
there is not the slightest doubt that, if the 
Government decided to cut St. Helena up 
intD building allotments and offered them at 
auction even under the perpetual lease 
system, every one of them would be taken 
up and a very large number of people would 
go dDwn to St. Helena in the summer time 
to enjov their holidays there. I would like 
the Home Secretary to state whether this 
matter has had the oonsideration of the 
Cabinet. If it has not, I would urge the 
hon. gentleman to consider my suggestion 
to transfer the prison to the mainland in 
the interests of the good name of the people 
of Brisbane and the State, and at the same 
ti.ne provide an extra seaside resort for 
tho people of Brisbane. 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES (Wynnum): Any 
time that is spent in discussing this vote is 
well spent. I am afraid that the importance 
of trying to help those unfortunates who 
have been in prison and are down and out 
is not fully realised by the community. 
Verv often a man who is known to some of 
us i's sent to prison. When he is released 
the sympathy he receives very largely is a 
sympathy which is not very practical. The 
average citizen does not like to take the 
responsibility of giving relief to a man who 
needs it at a very critical time. There is 
no question that, when a man has been in 
prison and is released, if his imprisonment 
has done any good for him at all, he feels 
verv sorrv. If he is very sorry for what he 
has· done·, he realises what a tremendous 
load he has got to carry to make a fresh 
start in life again. Hon. members would 
not be disposed to regard a man who has 
been in prison as a very welcome visitor if, 
on his release, he came tD their home. They 
would be disposed to let somebody else have 
the care of him. No one would hesitate to 
]:;elp him in the direction of giving him 
tNnporary assistance, but that does not count 
for very much. It does seem to me, there­
fore, that there is something wanting in 
our system in that regard. I am quit" 
prepared to admit that some men who come 
out of prison have so much evil in them that 
they have not much chance of making good. 
There are, however, other men who, when 
·hey come out, try bravel:v to do better, 
but verv often find that everything is up 
against ·them, with the result that they 
unfortunately drift again into bad habits. 
)lever let us forget that it is not an easy 
thing to try and fight an uphill battle. It 
is all right when everybody is with you and 
applauding you, but, when you are fighting 
an tfphill battle with an empty pocket and 
verv little else, it is a hard task, and it 
t.1kee a very strong man to overcome it. 

It is a proper thing that, when men come 
out of gaol, there should be someone to take 
them by the hand and assist them to start 
again. That is absolutely the best thing 
that ean be done for them. Anythmg that 
can be done in that direction from time to 
time should be done by thi,; Committee. 

I liked a suggestion that was made to-day, 

[Mr. Kelso. 

although I recognise that it may be abused, 
but even if it were abused I think it would 
be better to help one man to make good 
even at the risk of ma.king a few mistakes. 
I think it would be better to give dis­
charged men some monetary assistance to 
put them on their feet and give them a 
fresh start. 

I want to pay a special tribute this after­
noon to the provision which was made some 
time ago, and which has been in existence 
for some yeus-the prDvision of allowing 
men to lParn trades while in prison. If you 
give a man a trade you are giving him some­
thing that will be of very material assistance 
when he gets out. I was very delighted to 
hear the ex-Home Secretary, the hon. mem­
ber for Albert, make his explanation with 
rega.rd to the aseistance given to men when 
they were released. If a man has a trade, 
and is prepared to work, if you give him 
the necessary tools you are giving him the 
opportunity of starting a new course-a great 
advantage to him. 

Before sitting down I wa.nt to ask one 
question in connection with the administra­
tion of our gaols. I quite recognise, with 
other hon. members, that the country is very 
much indebted to the men who are in charge 
of these institutions. From mv own know­
ledge I know how well they ha\·e done their 
work. It is a very difficult task to oontrol 
bodies of different types of men and women. 
The point I want to raise most particularly 
is whether the " look-out" men have been 
re-establisht}d. I know at one time they 
were abolished. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: They a.rc back 
again. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am sure their 
absence must have made the task of the gaol 
officials more difficult, and I am very glad 
to know that the management of the gaol 
have been relieved in that regard. I can 
quite understand that in the absence of t.he 
'· look-out" men there must have been a 
grerrt deal of embarrassment on the part of 
the management. 

I am quite sure that every hon. member 
of the Committee feels that an obligation 
re;ts upon him to do everything possible to 
assist, . justly and rightly, the man who has 
been in prison and who has been released. 
The object of the Administration should be, 
not to make it .difficult for a man starting a 
new career, but to make that task as easy 
as possible. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrcgo): Sentiment and 
pious aspiration have not done much in tlw 
past in the way of prison reform. but it is an 
E'xcellent thing· to congratulate ourselves on 
that the greater tolerance and the better 
understanding of human nature have resulted 
generally in a lower crime rate, considering 
the increase in population, all over Australia, 
m·en taking into account the fact that post­
'''ar crime has rather increased than decreased 
the ratio. The following table gives the 
number of convictions f{)r serious offences in 
the different States:--

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 

1917. 
5499 
2830 
1403 

1921. 
8057 
3719 
1747 

The proportion of the convictions for serious 
offences per 10,000 of the population was-

N cw South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 

1917. 1921. 
28.99 38.22 
20 34.2 
20.5 22.8 
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A good deal of the g·eneral deer ase of crime 
mav be attributed to the fact that ferocious 
~entcnccs for offencc3 against property ar~ nDt 
inflicted as thcv used to be. We are 
gradually beginn!'ng to sec that th > best that 
ecm be done in the majority of cases is to 
inflict a short sentcnc·', for t\Vo or three 
months' imprisonm-·nt is reformatiYe. After 
that, you only succeed in rnaking tho rnan a 
·Confirmed criminal, because so adaptable is 
human nature that in four or five years he can 
]earn to be quite satisfied with his surround­
ing·s. in which case he inevitably drifts back 
to the g·aol from which he has been dis· 
<'harged. All the development and improve­
ment in the knowledge of the ·.vorld is in the 
·direction of wiping out imprisonment as far 
a< possible within· four walls, and substituting 
convict farms. The Bilibid Prison, in 
Manila, for instance, is one of the most 
achanced prisons in the world. It rs 
immeasurably better than any pri '011 111 

America, because, strangely enough, the 
~>\n1ericans in administering E1npire gave 
much greater and more humane and tolerant 
attention to the conditions appertaining to a 
•;ery ignorant convict s:: ;tern than happens 
in the case of the United States itself. In 
the Bilibid Prison the death rate prior to 
the Americans taking charge was the highest 
in the world. It is now thP lowest, and it is 
ihe only place where a prisoner about to be 
discharged finds employers in competition for 
his services, because the training has been 
r ·cognised to be so excellent that a prisoner 
is considered to be an employee worth. com­
peting for. The main position in regard to 
·Crime is that in the case of the grown-up or 
.confirmed criminal there is little chance of 
being able to actually reform. A better thing 
than cure is prevention, and the prevention 
·of crowded prisons in the future is the proper 
handling of the child of to-day. and the dis­
.couragement of misfits or unfits to breed. 

A more advanced age than our own, 
while going in for war and sacrificing the 
best physically in the community, may be so 
maucliin over its respect for human life that 
it will allow to live and even give short 
8eutences to people convicted of violent and 
criminal attacks on children. I say that in 
the more enlightened times to come, for the 
benefit of the race the homo-sexual .and sex 
J·ervert will be wiped out. There are people 
whose form of insanity is not sufficient to 
put them into an asylum-because there are 
rcwny of these criminals whose nervous con­
·dition connotes no actual injury to brain, and 
where the trouble is far more psychological 
than it is cerebral-and in every advanced 
penology in the world prisoners are partially 
under the control of a medical man highly 
versed as a psychologist. In nearly every 
case-except such as a youth making one 
mistake and being punished over it-there is 
a suggestion of insanity on the part of the 
·crimmal who decides that it is good enough 
to take up arms against society and think 
that ho will win out on that game. The 
whole condition, then, of reform is based 
on the fact that crime cannot be cured bv 
the lash, or by the gallows, or by long terrn"s 
of imprisonment. As the Home Secretary 
said the other clay, it is a fact that the best 
man makes the worst prisoner and the worst 
man makes the best prisoner, because he is 
more adaptable, recognising quickly that 
anything good that can come to him in the 
way of remission or better treatment can 
only be got by knuckling clown to authority. 
During the last few years there have been 

1924-2 V 

convicts in the Queensland gaols sentenced 
wr attacks of sexual perversion on children, 
a ne! more recently they have been increas· 
ingly prevalent. In the case of ono beast 
'cntenced in New South Wales to three 
y<•ars' imprisonment for the• murder under 
horrible conditions of a child of five years 
of age, the judge was wanting in not having 
given him a life sentence and insisting that 
not one clay of the sentence should be re­
mitted. I remember that the first man I 
saw hanged-in Ballarat-was one of these 
homo-sexuals who had been convicted in the 
first case of a criminal assault on a child 
and gi,'en six months' imprisonment. He 
had only been out two days when he was in 
again on a similar charge. That time he 
got ten years and. two floggings. Inciclent­
,dly he proved that the law did not know 
as much about the matter as he did, because 
he was only out three days before he had 
another two cases to his debit, and that time 
he was hanged. Here were three children 
who could have been saved if that man 
had been sentenced in the first instance to 
in1prisonment for life, with tremendous care 
that in not one hour of his life should he 
ever be given freedom again. Yet the other 
day in Brisbane, in a case in which there 
was no doubt that the man was guilty, a 
jadge permitted him to be let off with three 
months' imprisonment on the reduction of 
the charge to common assault. Subsequently, 
a man was sentenced by the same magistrate 
to six months' imprisonment for the grossest 
form of exhibitionism, although it was shown 
that he had six previous convictions. These 
arc cases which should be rigidly dealt with 
for the benefit of the, children of our 
country. There is <tt least one case which 
I have mentioned, in which a man should 
never again see the light of day. If this 
country cannot be kindly and decent to its 
children and exercise over them a tremen­
dously more watchful care than it does it 
i' a country not worthy of its name. -'we 
11eed to reduce the number of criminals in 
f_uture by increasing and bettering the con­
mtrons of the par<mts of present-day children 
who are now growing up. That will be 
attained by the better conditions for which 
this party have always stood. The other 
day, for instance, it was stated to be one 
of the intentions of this Government to 
enact a 44-hour week during this session. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The hon. member will not be in order in 
discussing that matter. · 

Mr. BEDFORD: I only allude to it in 
pa_ssing. A bishop-of course, importecl­
smcl that the old pioneers of this country did 
not have a 44-hour week, and he was 
applauded in the "Daily Telegraph," which 
gives bad service itself, as will be observe.. 
from the fact that nearly all its news 
columns are he_adecl with the apology, " All 
th1s a.ppeared m our columns of yesterday." 

Mr. KELSO: What about the "Standard?" 

Mr. BEDFORD : 'The:T do it, too, but no~ 
to the same extent. 

Mr. KELSO: They do it, all the same. 

[4.30 p.m.] 
Mr. BEDFORD: The prisons of the future 

will be filled or emptied according to the 
way in which present-day Gov-ernments 
decide on the training and education of the 
children who will or will not bP the priooners 
of the days to come. All over the world the 

Mr. Bedford.] 
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tendency 1s to a greater kindness and a 
bigger understanding. In most cases it will 
be found that the problems surrounding 
crime-or such wilful perversions that they 
are incurable-are rewarded by either too 
slight puni~hrnents or punishmBnts bas(•d en 
a very rudi.mentary knowledge of P"·:.Tehology. 

Question put and passed. 

STATE CHILDREN. 

HoN. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbancj: I beg 
to move-

" That £194,297 be granted for ' State 
Children.' " 

fion. members will notice that the vote 
shows a net increase of £L982. lergely 
accounted for by inrroases to thfl staJI in the 
head offire and the Diarnantina re,;.eiYing 
d.epOt and infants' ho1ne, an incn' J,.SO in ihe 
provision for boarding-out in the Southern 
Divi.eion of £1,000, in the Central Division 
·nf £1,000, and in the Northern Division of 
£200. There are also increases in the sums 
required for the maintenance of inmates at 
the industrial and reformatory schools at 
Toowong of £150; Wooloowin. of £30; and 
Yeronga, of £180. Those are the main 
ultcrations in the vote, and, if any further 
information is desired by hon. members, I 
shall be pleased to afford it. 

~Ir. KERR: (Enoyycra): Th-· Direc,or of 
State Children is peculiarly fitted for his 
position, and is thoroughly imbued with the 
fundmnental principle of giYing the Yt>ry 
best sen-iccs to the children. anu therefore 
to the State. At the same time. I do not 
think it is fair that the Govem,lPJH should 
retain in one posihon at the sa!n~ salary a, 

man who is peculiarly suitable for a job 
merelv because of that fact. He should not 
be reiained in that position ind,,linitol:>'. and 
I think that the Public Senice Commissioner 
would be well advised to consider his case. 

In 1911 we passed a State Children Act, 
which "as a consolidation and amendment 
•of the law existing at that time regarding 
.State children. 'To nw mind, a better term 
than " State childrent' could be applied to 
•Jhildren living with their mothers and yet 
lhe subject of State aid. I would like to 
point out that the Commonwealth in cases 
\V here children receive a llo,,-al!ces clc~6·.Tihes 
them under the term " ne?;lected children" 
in its statistical returns, and I think another 
term than the one adopted here would not 
cast upon them the stigma >vhich may exist­
I do not say it doe· exist-under present 
conditions. ~ 

In that category I think there are about 
5,000 children. and Queensland eould ver:· 
well adopt another term than " State chil­
dren," and still grant them the usual a'low­
ance. In every case the children are not 
boarded out, but are in homes which arc the 
only natural homes they know in this world. 
I would lik~ to know what is the policy of 
the Government with r0gard to foster­
mothers. There sePms to b<> come rivalrv 
between foster-mothers and Yariou·- instit,_;­
tions in securing State children, and it is 
time that Parliament took into considera­
tion the question of whether it is better for 
children to bP let out to foster-mothers or 
whether it is better for them to be cooped 
up in institutions. We in Anstrftlia realise 
more than those in any other countrv in the 
wor\<1 that the home l;fe of the child has an 
important bearing upon nationhood. It 1s 
regrettable that we have Bomewhere in 

[J·lr. Bedford. 

the vicinitv of 500 or 600 children being 
educated in institutions, seeing they have 
ver:- little opportunit:- of coming out into 
the worl-d and seeing a.n;-thing outside the 
panicular institution. I have in mind t\vo 
institutions. ono having over 200 childr<CJ, 
and another with 300. It appears to me that 
e.-ery attempt is not being made by lhe 
UoYernment to give effect to the policy of 
arranging for foster-mothers to bke the c 
children. 

1\Ir. FARRELL: Does the hon. gentlerr:an 
think that thev are not well cared for in 
those institutions? 

Mr. KERR: I do not know. I am not 
making an;c complaint in connection with 
that matter. 

Mr. FARRELL: Take :Vlet~or Park Orphan­
age. where the children arc under the con­
trol of the Sisters of Mercy. 

:VIr. KERR: That is one institution that 
I have in mind with 200 or 300 children. I 
am not complaining about the attention 
given to those children, but there is silme 
rivalr•c in this matter. It seems a sad co_D· 
menh1ry that in Queensland we cannot place 
the childn)n in private homos. EveryboJ~; 
v:ill agree that in institutions the indivi­
dualitv of the child is lost, and that t.ho 
child is losing a good deal in life throue>ll 
being C'onfincd in inBtltutions. I have n 
chil-dren in other parts of the world. I 
contend that home life in Australia is a 
v-0ry dominating factor fron1 many points of 
vif'w. I am not speaking of refractcr:;~ 
schools, but of the ordinary institutionl', and 
it is for Parlian1ent or the Governn1cnt to 
devise son1e scheme to obviate any ri\a:_._'y 
between foster-mothers and institutions. 
If there is any difficulty in securing 
a sufficient number of foster-mothers, the'l 
the Government can be definitelv blamed 
for not doing the right thing in th~t regard. 
'The institutional life to a child in Queens 
land is one of the most unnatural things I 
know of. They ha.-e no mothers, they ha.-e 
no hon1e con1forts, t.hey have no schoolnl,l_t<~s, 
a.nd thev ha.-e not the freedom in the insti­
tution that they would have in home life. 

-~~ 4.38 p.m., 
The CHAIR"IAK resumed the chair. 
Mr. KF.RR: I >vant to compare the .Jlow­

anccs n1ade to foster-ruothet.::; in Qucenslan:i 
\\ith tlw allmYances made in other .Stah>. I 
know that there is a ditlicuity in gc·t1ing 
foster-mothers to take the orphan children, 
but that diflicultv ""ists not only in Qmen0-
land but in e.-er.- other State in Australia. 
[ vr:nture to sa\- that the GoYernment in this 
Stato are J1ractically the only Government 
iot Australia that ha.-e not handled this 
.;ituation as it should have boon handled. 
The allowance made in New South ·wales 
to foster-mothers for a c.hild of twelve 
months is 15s.. while in Queensland it iR 
only 10s. The aliowancB paid in New South 
·wales is therefore 50 per cent. higher than 
is paid in Queensland, where a Labour 
Go,,ernment is in power. 

Mr. GLEDSOK: What does New South 
Wales allow the natura! mother? 

Mr. KERR: 9s. or 10s., but I am not tall<ing 
of natural mothers. 

Mr. GLEDWN: ·we are. We say the t th~ 
natural mother is entitled to as" great an 
all m\ a nee as the foster-mother. 

Mr. KERR: I am not raising that point. 
The issue that I have raised is that the foster-
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mother in Queensland receives an allowance 
l0ss than the foster-mother in New South 
\'Vales. I want to know whv that discrimina­
tion has been made. I know perfectly w<·ll 
that the Government were responsible for the 
payment of a certain a llo .Yance to the natural 
mother. An cxemptinn of £40 a year i; 
allowed for each child under our income tax 
law, but the Government only prm-ide :m 
allowance of £26 a year, irrespecti,-e of 
whether it is a foster or natural mother. I 
am, however, dealing particularly with the 
foster-mother. The allowances paid to foster­
mothers by the various States are~ 

ehildren WlCZt•r Twelve JI onths. 

Per \Veek. 

Queensland 
Nev. South Wales 
Victoria 

s. d. 
10 0 
15 0 
11 6 
11 0 South Australia 

\\'cstern Australia 11 0 to 15 0 

An allowance of 12s. per week is paid in 
Tasmania to fo .. tcr-mothers for all children 
undcJ' two years of age. It appears to me that 
Que<\nsln nd has not done sufficient in its pay~ 
JD{'nt to fost0r-mothcr:! or in making sear.-::h 
to secure foster-mother for orphan children 
in preference to congregating 500 or 600 of 
them in an institution. The orphans would 
be better off in comfortable homes in charge 
nf foster-mothers. Dormitory life is not thn 
very best for our orphan children. If there 
is a scarcity of foster-mochers, the Govern­
ment might remedy the position by increasing 
the allowance. I would asi< the Home Secre­
tary to give close consideration to the sugges. 
tion I have made. I come m contact a good 
deal with this matter one way and another, 
and I am quite satisfied that an institutional 
l' fe does not give the same satisfaction as life 
with a foster-mother when• the credentials "re 
in order. I do not wish to s:ty that the 
children in institutions are not rccei Ying excel­
lent treatment; I feel sur~ thev are: but 
CYCrything depends on the young' life of OUl' 

State, and we should do everything pocsiblc 
to improve the conditions of that young life. 

Ho:-.r. M. J. KIRW AN (1Jr1sbanf): I pro­
mise the hon. member for Enoggera that the 
rcpresc·ntations made by him will be fully 
considered. 

Question put and passed. 

STEAl\1ER " OTTER.'' 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Slopford, Jiount "~Ioryan): I beg to move~ 

"That £5,315 be granted for 'Steamt'r 
'Otter.'" 

Question put and passed. 

,_fiSCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 

HoN. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbane): I beg to 
rnovo-

" That £31,800 be granted for ' Miscei-
laneous Services.' " 

Hon. members will see that there is a reduc­
tion in the vote this year, largely due to the 
fact that there have been no polls undeJ' the 
Liquor Act. 

Question put and passed. 
Tho House resumed. The CHAIR~IAX re­

ported prQgress, and asked leave to ~Sit again. 
The resumption of the Committee was made 

an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 
The House adjourned at 4.50 p.m. 
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