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598 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 4 SEPTEMBER, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram, Jiaree} 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

Q"GESTIO?\S. 
OLD AcE AXD Ix>-!.LID PE!\SIOXERS, Dc;xwiCH. 

2\1r. l\10RGAN (Jiurilla) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 1. \Yhat is the rate of old-age and 
im-alid pension actually 11aid to inmates 
of Dunwich? 

"2. ·what amount is received by the 
State towards tho maintenance of inmate 
pensioners?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. .J. 
Stopfor-d (JI aunt .lf oryun), replied-

" 1. 3s. to inmate and 10e. 6d. to 
Curator.'' 

" 2. The payment< last financial year 
amounted to £14,308 2s. 1d." 

RESC::l.!PTIOXS OF FREEHOLD LAXD IN BAXYA:-1 
DISTRICL 

:Hr. ::\lORGAN (Jiurilla) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. Has the Government resumed free­
hold land in the Banvan district? 

'' 2. If so. on what date _,-as notice of 
r('~Unlption given? 

'' 3. Has the compensation payable yet 
been determined? 

" 4. Has compensation boon paid? If 
not. when is it likely to bo paid?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \YORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Jlackay), for th9" 
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS (Hon 
\V. ?.IcCormack, Cairns), replied-

" 1. Ye···. 
'· 2. 27th July, 1923, aud 6th August, 

1923. 
"3. Xo. 
" 4. See answer to Question 3." 

LrxE oF STEDISHIPS ox \YHICH PREo!IER 
RETl:RXED TO Al:STRALIA. 

Mr. CLAYTON (ll'irle. Tlay) asked the­
Prclnicr-

" 1. Is it a fact that upon his recent 
return trip to Australia he travelled by 
o1w of the Commonwealth line of 
steamers? 

"2. If not, by what line did ho travel, 
and is such lino owned in Australia or 
else\\· here? 

·· 3. Is it run by Government or by 
private enterprise?" 

The PRE::\HER (Hon. K G. Theodore, 
Chillayor) replied­

" 1. No. 
" 2. Orient Line. 
"3. It is subsidised by the Govern­

rncnt." 

AGREDrEXT -in rt SALE OF PRECIO'CS STO:XES 
FRO:ll AKAKIE SAPPHIRE FIELD. 

l\fr. CLAYTO"' (lViclc Bay) aske.d the Sec­
retary for Mines-

" 1. Will he lay upon the Table of the 
House a copy of the agreement relating 
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to the sale of precious stones acquired 
from thB miners of the Anakie Sapphire 
Field? 

" 2. \V hat is the name of the person, 
firm, or compant acting for the Govern­
ment in this m a ttcr? 

" 3. \Yhat progress payments per ounce 
have been ma.de to the miners for the 
various claoSscs of stones, respectively? 
'What is the total amount of such pay­
ments? 

" 4. V\-hat quantity of stones has b<\en 
-(a) acquired from the miners; (b) sold 'I 

"5. \Vhat prices per ounce have been 
realised Jor the various classes of stones; 
and what is the total amount received to 
date on account of sale'? 

" 6. Have any final settlements yet 
bren made with any of the miners? 

'' 7. If so, what quantities of tho 
var;ous cla~~ses of ~tones haYe been finally 
11aid for, and at what prices, re;pcc­
tJvely? 

"8. \Vould a statement made in London 
' that the miners were only getting half 
the commercial nJue for these stones' be 
worthy of further inveetiga tion?" 

ThB SECRETARY FOR 2\HNES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Pad<lington) replied-

" 1 to 8. A full statement of sales to 
date is, now being prepared, and I will 
de>;! \nth the question of marketing sap­
phn·es fully when the Mines Estimates 
are before the House." 

0CCCPAXOY OF STATE INSCRAXOE Bc;ILDIXG AND 
RENTS PAID. 

Mr. KELSO (Xundah) asked the Trea­
surer-

" 1. How many square feet of space 
are occupied in tho State Insl:rance 
Buil·ding by-(a) 'l'he State Insurance 
Department; (b) the Public Curator? 

" 2. How much rent per square foot is 
charged for such accommodation?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
('hill- 'JO< ). rpp]ied-

" 1. State Insurance Office, 34,128 square 
feet; Public Curator's Office, 11,766 
square feet. 

" 2. State Insurance Office-
£ 

}'or year 1921 6,500 
For year 1922 6,500 
For year 1923 7,000 
For year 1924 7,500 
For year 1925 and thereafter 8,000 

bw.ed on .-arious rates per Bquare foot, 
aceol·dim; to different floors occupied. 
Public Curator's Office, 3s. per square 
foot." 

METROPOLITAN \VATER Sr-PPLY AND SEWERAGE 
BOARD-REPORT OF ROYAL C011I11IISSION ON 
ALr~EGED DEFEOTIYE SEWERAGE \VORK. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong) asked the Sec­
retary for Public ·works-

" \Vill he cause to have printed, for 
the benefit of members of the House, the 
rcpDl't of 1he 'Roval Commission 
appointed to inquire into certain alleged 
defective work in connection with the 
reticulation sewer in the vicinitv of Laid­
law parade, East Brisbane. the sewer 
near the Baby Clinic in Alfred street, 

Fortitude Valley, and such other sewers 
a.nd reticulation sewers as the Metro­
politan -water Supply and Sewerage 
Board maY .determine?' " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. \Y. Forgan Smith. Jiuckay), replied­

" 2\o. A cop0 has alrBady been laid on 
th<· Table of the House, and members 
can 11erusc it at t,heir leisure." 

SUPPLY. 
HESc1IPTro:-; OF CmnnTTEE-THIRD 

ALLOTTED DAY. 
(Jlr. l'ollork, Urc1J01'!f. in thr chair.) 

Ho:uE SECRETARY's DEPARLIIEXT. 

HOSPITALS, 
Question stated-

" That £207,310 be granted for 
'Hobpitals.'" 

Hm\. W. H. BARNES (1Vynnum): An 
engagement in my elector a to yesterday pre­
Yentcd me from remaining to gd the answer 
provided Ly th< Home Secretary in connec­
tion with the " Golden Casket." I want to 
::;ay straight a,,~ay~and in saying it I \vant 
to acquit the hon. gentleman of Lcing in 
~ny way party to what I am going to say 
in connection with tho withholding of infor­
mation-that I do not think full information 
has been supplied by his department. I 
bc•lieve !hat the position is something like 
this: Two officers dcliherate!v altered the 
lcoard after the numbers had "been put up. 
They .had tickets, and at least one of those 
c•fficers got the prize money according to 
the number on one of the tickets. If it were 
r::.ot so, \vhy \Yas restitution n1ade? 

The Holi!E SECRETARY: It was not made. 

Hox. W. H. BAR:\'ES: Then I withdraw 
that. I undcr,tood that restitution had 
been made. 

The Ho;nE SECRETARY: ~o. I understand 
that 1wo persons chimed a £50 prize, but 
th, perwn who held the right ticket after­
wards received the prize. 

HoN. W. H. K\R~ES: I am very glad 
of the admission from the Home Secretary 
that they paid £50 to someone whose number 
tlid not appear on the board and who was 
employed in the office, and that somebody 
else received £50. That is the point I want 
to make. The Minister admits-1 do not 
wish in any way to distort .his statement­
that for one of the prizes apparently two 
amounts were paid. Does not that at any 
rate induce us to believe that there i, some­
thing \•.rrong ~.>J)D1C\vhere? Hon. n1cmbers 
know that I am personallv not interested 
in the "Golden Ca"'ket." bi1t I do say that 
it .,hould be run in such a way that people 
\\ho put their money into it know that things 
arc square and right. Apparently that was 
not done in this case. \'\-ere the men, or" 
was the man who got the £50 that he should 
not han> got, asked (o make any restitution? 

The H01IE SECRET.\RY : I could not tell you 
that. 

HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: The hon. gentle­
man says he cannot tell. Surely he is in 
control of the business and should know what 
is going on, and if something has been done 
that is not right, it should be cleared up 
straight away. There is another phase of 
the incident. I do not know .how man;c 
men are on the staff of the '· Golden Casket,"' 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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but I take it that c·,·erv man there is. at 
anv rate. liable to the accuoation b·; outside 
JWople that he ha' had something t~ do with 
this matter) 2nd the question is so big that 
we haYe a rig·ht to have an inquiry made 
juto the circumstance~. If mY information 
15 correct-and I believe i1 i·s-the charge 
·was sheeted home as a. result of the fact that 
the rightful winn€'r happened to be in the 
hall when the "·inning numbers were 
announced. 

The Hmm i:lECRET.mY: I made a mistake. 
I thought the prize m one:: was paid twice. 

Ho~. W. H. BAR:\ES: Can the hon. 
gent le man say that my information is not 
.correct? I am· not here to insinuate anv· 
thing against anyone connected with the 
administration, but I do sav that the dis· 
.covery was brought a bout as' a result of the 
man who held a winning ticket being on 
the snot and hearing his. number called. 
-and then. when he went to get his prize. 
finding that it was not available. I sav that. 
if one of the serntnts of the con1mittee 
took money to >vhich he had 110 right. the 
Governnwnt have a dutv to ask him to make 
restitution. · 

1\Ir. \'QWLES: He ought to be prosecuted. 

Hox. \\~. H. BAR:\ES: The :Minister in 
hi; reply :cRid that it was not possible to 
get !'Ufficicnt eYidenee to prosecute. but here 
the~c people can ~ay that ]lPrsons hayc 
dc·hberatel:: taken clown the Crown to the 
£•xh•nt of £50. and if it were found out on 
nne OC'f'a~ion, on ho'v man" occasion:::. has 
it been rlone and not bPcn. found out? I 
~muld like to have some further information. 

:\h. KELSO (Tuml11h): I admit that the 
;J.t8 tcJncnt -which the ::.\Iinister n1ade -.;;ester­
'Clay \YtL-:: n1adC' upon information thUt 1va6 

passed on to him. The }Iinister stated 
defmitely ye,terdav that there wa> no Sll"'· 

gestion of dishone~ty on the part of a1~· 
e1nployee. In this morning's "Courier" lie 
is repoYh)d as sayillf!-

,, Xo error wat' rnadc in th0 drawino· 
bni' in the tram,ference of the munbe1~ 
from nw sheet at the drawing to the 
publi~lwrl re<::.ult. I atn not conyevino· 
any sugge~t.ion of .dishonesty against' th~ 
C'Itlployecs.'' 

The ::Y1ill1~h'r \Yas quite ritrht in conYCYino· 
io us tlw information that he got. ·but 
I protest against anv \\Tong infOrn1ation 
being conY('Yed to i h~ :Minieter after thic 
vote ~had be~n c1iscu-.3ed during the morning 
and th£' afternoon. The information should 
not h•we bot:'n wrong, and i·he true facts 
should haYL' been placed befor(' tlw Cam· 
mitt0e. In Yiew of what has been stated b>' 
the Minister and following· on the remarl<:s 
h,- tho hon. member for \Vvnnum >vc now 
fii1d that therf' >Yas dishon"-stv. There is 
nn adrni~sion that BOl11P en1plOyre actually 
did wrong and robbed the ''Golden Casket'' 
committee of £50. \1'e are in an extra· 
ordint1ry po,ition. I do not think we are 
quite cle>tl' CYen yet. I quit€' agree with the 
b_,. th£' hon. member for \Vynnum, we now 
be an inquir,\· into this matter. vVe had ono 
ston· vestf'rdaY. and another storv to-dav. 
Tho~'" statement" were macle b.- the. :\Iinister 
on infocmation given to him: We do not 
know how far thi6 thing is going. vVe 
do not know how long it has been going- on. 
Since yeoterday. more especiallv in the train 
ihis n1orning. thn one topic of conversation 
nas been the irregularities in the " Golden 

XHon. W. H. Barnes. 

Casket" office. A great number of people 
ar<' ir,tere-ted in these drawings. Like the 
lwn. member for \)yynnum, I do not indulgP 
in the " Golden Casket." I do not hold that 
il is the correct thing, but there are a 
great number of people who think it is the 
correct thing. They have their own opinions. 
}Jany of those who indulge in the " Golden 
Cs.skct" Bay the:,· do so because it gives 
practical assistance to the hospitals and 
is a form of chArity, and those people should 
be protected. Thm·e is an air of unrest in the 
eommunitv at present in connection with 
the ''Golden Casket." If the explanation 
g-ivpn vesterdav was accepted as a fact, 
~nd to:day as· a result of the speech by 
the hon. member for Wvnnum a different 
story is gin•n, then what 'r want to know is. 
if \Yt"" a:c.;k the scune question to-n1orrow and 
this disrussion is continu('d, we are going to 
get son1e Inore information? I quitA agree 
with tho hon. "wmber for \)Yynnum that the 
quc~tion is of such importanre to the CO'm­
munitv at large that an inquiry should be 
held '.and the whole thing· sifted to the 
bottom. 

The HOl\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Jlounl Jlor(!an): I have net made 
a different statement to-dav from what I 
mad" vesterda.-. I said ,:estordav that a 
few iri·egularities had OC{:t~rred iri putting 
dmvn the numbers. The matter was investi­
gated by the "Golden Ca>ket" committee. 

Hon. \\'. H. BARXES: I say it was 
wilfully done. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: I am not 
goin!],· to brand thP n1en unless there is ~uffi­
eiPnt evidence to brand them. and I have 
been informed bv the representati>'es of 
the "Golden Casket" committee that there 
is no e,-itlence that the men benefit0d. It 
\ra;;; a case of gross rarelcssness. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARKER: Who got th€' £50 • 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was paid to 
the rightful owner. 

Hon. \V. H. BARKER : Who was thu indi· 
,-idual who got the othe1' amount? 

::'vir. :YioRCAK: Then there is £50 short. 

Th0 HO ::WE SECRETARY: Xo. 
:Yir. KELSO: Was it paid twice? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I ha Ye since 
bc"n informed that it was not paid twice. 

:\fr. MoRGAK: Is £50 not missing? 

'rho HO:\IE SECRETARY: )Jo, because 
the man presented himself, and investigation 
disclnst>d that he was the right man and 
he• >vas paid £50. 

The CHAIRYfAX: Order! I would point 
ont to hon. Incn~~;.:"rs that this discussion is 
verv much out of order. I made a mistake 
in ·permitting it to start yesterday. This 
.-oto does not deal with the " Golden 
Caskd." Hon. members will be in order 
in referring to i~ in passing, but they will 
not be in order in discussing the >Yhole of 
ihe activities of the " Golden Casket," 
>vhich is not· a governmental department. 
To diecuss the '·Golden Casket" on thrs vote 
would be just as much out of order as it 
would be to (liscuss a certain undertaking 
firm com·eying bodies from the hospital 
for buriaL I gave the Minister an oppor· 
tunitv to renlv in order to close the debate 
on this question. Hon. members will have to 
take another opportunity of discussing the 
" Golden Casket." 



Supply. [4 SEPTE~lBER.] Supply. 601 

Mr. MORGAN (Jiurilla): I do not wish 
·to refer any further to this episode, but I 
do wish to make certain remarks in regard 
to the disposal of the funds of the " Golden 
Dasket" for hospital purposes; I understand 
that I shall be quite in order in so doing. 
I want to draw the attention of the Home 
Secretary-and I suppose there are similar 
·oases in other parts of Queensland-to a ca,se 
last year where a hospital in the country 
which had saved a certain amount of money 
and put it away for a, rainy day was pre­
vented from participating in the distribution 
.of the ' 'Golden Casket" funds. I refer to the 
Miles district hospital. The committee had 
saved £3,000 and placed that sum in the 
bank at fixed deposit. The people in the 
district, through c:.lrought and other causes, 
were unable to subscribe to the hospital ]a,st 
_year as they had previously done ; and, 
owing to the fact that the committee had this 
fixed deposit, the Home Secretary would not 
allow them to participate in tbo distribution 
-of this fund. The result has been that the 
people of the district have not since sub­
scribed to the hospital, and the committee 
have had to use this fixed -deposit, which is 
now almost exhausted. The policy of the 
·Government in regard to part-icipation in the 
distribution of the fund appears to be that 
the hospital must first be in an unfinancial 
position. 'That policv is not an inducement 
to those people who have previously sub­
scribe<"] liberally to continue doing so. In 
my own district the people subscribe to the 
hospital liberally, but they a,re not in such 
a good fmancial position as the people of 
Miles. It is not right that those people who 
.are prepared to meet thf'ir responsibilities 
and subscribe liberally for i he upkeep of 
their hospital should be deprived of participa­
·tion in the distribution of iho "Golden 
'Casket " funds. Such a polic:v is onl:v penalis­
ing the >villing hors<'. It should not be so. 
J\1any of our districts ha,ve neglected their 
-<luty to assist their charitable institutions, 
and Brisbane anu Toowoomba are notable 
instances. The people of those districts have 
-been recompensc'<l for their neglect. 

I notice from the newspapers yesterday that 
a furth0r grant of £10,000 has been made from 
the " Golden Casket" fund to the Brisbane 
General Hospital. When a hospital gets into 
-difficulties owing to the fact. that the people 
will not do their duty and recognise that the 
institution is there for the benefit of the 
people in the localitv. it is subsidised bv the 
·Government; but where,-er the people recog­
nise that it is their dutv to contribute to 
-charitable institutions. the,- should not be 
penalised but rather helped, patted on the 
back, told the.' were doing good work, and 
that, as a result of that good work. the 
Govermnent would not withhold thei1· portion 
of th<> " Golden Casket" funds. which was 
vrimarily established, we wore told, to assist 
our charitable institutions. That fund is 
not for the purpose of assisting hospitals in 
distress, but to assist them to perform the 
funetion for which they were established. 
'The Home Secretary will agree with me that 
·this position should not exist. The result of 
the action of the Home Secretarv has been 
that the Mill's hospital has ·practically 
exhausted its fixed deposit and is reduced to 
a struggling position because the Government 
would not give it a,ny assistance in the good 
work it is doing. 'l'he hospita,l is going to 
become a charge upon the State the same as 
are a large number of other institutions at 
<the present time. I think the Home Secretary 

\Yill admit that a mistake was made in with­
holding the proportion of " Golden Casket " 
funds that the Miles Hospital was entitled to. 
I believe that the Miles Hospital is not the 
only one affected in this manner. A certain 
amount of monev should be allotted to ea,ch 
hospital according to the amount of money 
?xpended each year whether that hospital is 
111 funds or not. I hope that the Home Secre­
tary will recognise the fact tha,t it was a, 
wrong action last year. and that he will not 
continue to withhold '' Golden Casket" dis­
tributions from hospitals that are in a good 
i1nancial position owing to their wise methods 
and the support of the people in the district. 
Such hospitals deserve support just as much 
as those in districts where the people ha,ve 
fail<>d in their duty to support t.he institution. 

Mr. CORSER (Burn et!): I wish to say a 
word in passing regarding the controversy 
connectt'-d ,_-ith the '· Golden Casket" funds. 
I quite appreciate the Home Secretary's 
desirp to make public any information he has 
with respect to any inaccuracies connected 
with the running of that institution. It is to 
the advantage of the " Golden Casket" and 
of th" hospitals that such a, matter should be 
Yentilated in Parliament, but vrior to that 
action it is only right that the Minister and 
his officials should carry out a full investiga­
tion and secure a complete history of the 
circumstances of the case. Such action would 
pre,·ent any suspicion being cast upon those 
can·yinl?' on the good work of the " Golden 
Casket " a,nd the hospitals. \Vhen the 
inaccqraries ar0 inYestigated, they should bP 
rectified straight away and so dispel any 
suspicion that would othprwise exist 

\Ye know that in countrv districts there is 
no desire on the. part of the department to 
establish hospitals in too close proximity to 
f'"{i~tin~ ho~}}!t::tl~. -:-.l._t the same ti!Y!e, ! thi!!-k 
the Home Depa,rtment would be wise in 
('Onsidering the loca,lities where .. hospitals 
have been applied for. \Ye know that it is 
not only th<> distance between two hospitals 
that governs the case. but that there is a 
considerable number of people in the sur­
rounding districts who need attention. It 
is to be hoped that the Home Secret&ry will 
giye encouragement and subsidies for the 
establishment of such institutions when it is 
obvious that they will be of advantage to a 
big circle of back-block residents. 

\Yith regard to the withdrawal of subsidies 
to institutions that are in a good financial 
position, I know the Eidsvold Hospita,l was 
a sufferer in t,his respect. That hospital had 
a credit fund-which. of course, has. not been 
Pnjoyed by the Brisbane Genera,] Hospital. 
Becausp the F.idsvold Hospital had a credit 
at the bank from which interest .was being 
gathered, it was refused any appropriation 
from the " Golden Casket " funds. The 
unfortunate part about it is that tha,t hospital 
had not then estimated what its requirements 
would be with regard to an up-to-date build­
ing. 'Those concerned were carrying on the 
hospital in a building that was not suited 
to future requirements, and they were w&it­
ing until they had a.ccumulated sufficient 
funds to enable them to have their quota, in 
hand to establish a building suited to modern 
requirements. Because they had tha,t credit 
instead of dissipating it -unwisely, they were 
penalised and denied any assistance from the 
" Golden Caeket" funds. 

That should not be the point of view of the 
authorities. Instead, hospitals endeavouring 

Mr. Oorser.] 
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to make their financial position strong enough 
to secure their quota for the establishment of 
new and up-to-date buildings should receh·e 
every encouragement from the department. 

The establishment of a hospital auists 
very much in pre,erving to the dish·ict the 
<tssistance of a medical man. In districts 
'vhero a n1edical n1an cannot ftnd a 
remunerative practice and where there are 
no hospitals to help him. it could well be the 
duty of the State to give a subside· to a 
•nedical practitione1· 10 enable him to 
prectise in those outback places for the con­
venif'IIce of the settlers there. There is 
no shortage of n1edical rnon in the to\vns 
and cities, and any assistance th2t can bo 
~ivon to enable rnedical 1nen to reside in 
the more sparsely populated districts of the 
State shoLtid lw granted in the interests 
of humanitv. There is another matter that 
often f'trik0s me as being one of the Yery 
grentest i'Ylport' nee. \V e finJ \·cry often 
people in outsid0 districts, where there may 
be only a small ho .. pital, ,,uffering from 
some cnmplaint which necessitates special 
trca tment and a spcciallv trained nurse iu 
order to JH•' er:ve tiH life of the individual. 
Probably after spc·nding "'on1c \Yceks or so1:nc 
months lyiw: in the hospital his finanCial 
position doe' not enable him to contmue 
in the hospital and he goes home awaiting 
the end. Special treatment should be 
p1ovided in Brisbane fm· all such cases. 
\Yhere ··pecial treatment is r< '-Hlired in such 
ca:--es, surely there is sufficicut hun1an nature 
amongst tl1e members of the medical profes­
sion to ]Hovide the necessar;<· treatment. A 
small remmwration to a specialist should bo 
sufficient to induce him to execute a Christian 
dutv to a fellow Queenslander \vho is unable. 
bec~nt.sc his pocket is not deep enough. to 
protect his own life. I baYc con1o across 
case~ in n1y o1vn district \Yherc such special 
atte;dion j'S required in orclrr to secure a 
cure, and the State is responsible for seeing 
that these indiYiduals have tho vcrv best 
medical attention, such as is Dro:vidcd for 
those in the citif's who han' sufficient money 
tn pay for it. I do not think \\'e are asking 
an;<·thing too much in asking for that. 

Mr. FOLEY (Lcichhardt): It is pleasing 
io note that throughout this debate there 
has been no criticism from the Opposition 
in regarJ to the bab:· clinics that have been 
estabiiehed hv the Government. One can offer 
nothing- but~ praise of the vvork that they 
«re doing at the present time. From the 
little notice that I have taken of the baby 
clir:ics I could not help noticing- the efficiency 
nnd enthusiasn1 of tho"c in charge of these 
institutions. I have in m:v mind the 
reg-ishation of a birth just recently in the 
police district of \Vest End, and on the 
following morning- a nurse' from the b~by 
clinic paiJ a visit to the mother, showmg 
ihat the nurses are well in touch with their 
1York and vre rf'nlly serYing- a useful purpose 
to the community. 

\Vhrrt I vmuld like to touch upon to-d'l;<" is 
the (]Ucstion of an extension of thos0 insti­
tutions to va riou5 outback parts of Queens­
land. L~P to date the GO\·ernmcnt haYe 
concentrated n1ainly on the larg-e industrial 
<'f'ntrP'<. and some of the larger to1.vns of 
Quccr!s1nnd. and n?thi11,~·. lu~.~ been doue in 
rnanv of the outside C!rstricts. Take the 
Ccntml \Vcsi: as an illustration. I would 
suggest to the Home Secretary that l;e give 
consideration to the estabhsl1ment 01 baby 

[.Mr. Corser. 

clinics Jn 801110 of the outback parts of 
Queensland. I have in m.v n:ind a 
most suitable centre for the establrspment 
of .a balH- diEic. and althou~h It IS Ill 111v 
own ekctorate. ~ I do not wish to be 
charo-ed \Vith "·orking the parish pump. If 
a baln· clinic "·as established in that centre 
the "11ole district could be wod<ed from th~t 
onP rnnin centre. I recognise that. It IS 
i•11pos,ible for the Home Secretary, wrth the 
funds at hi·s disjJOSal, to establish a baby 
clinic with a l<uLe in f'YCl'Y little country 
town in Queensland. Take the Clermont­
Spring·sure-Alpha district. Emerald 1s the 
centre of that distnct-, and It IS served by 
branch Taih>a>S. and .a baby clinic established 
at that point \Yith a permane_nt nurse and _an 
itinerant 1n1rse coulrl \York nght un the hne 
tn Capella, ('lcrrr<cnt. and Dlair Athol in one 
,]inction. and iP another chrcctwn up the 
1\~est.f'rn line u> Ruby Vale, Sapphrre Town, 
Bogantungan. and . right up to ... 1\lpha. 
The ibird railway !me runs from Emerald 
throuq,·h n1l the < cntres on the Spnng~ure 
line r~i;;ht up to that plac<'. Let us consH:!er 
the position of the people m those pa;'ts. 

'Take Rubv Vale and SapJ)hire, 
[10.30 a.m.] [or instane0.. I ha,·e in mmd a 
· doctor nsitm.g that place. on 
being a]lpointcd b;<· the ho<pital committ.::e 
then\ aiTiYinp; \Yith a ;ugar bag a~ h1s 
portmanteau. the only smt lw had bemg .a 
ln·and r "'" one that he had purcha~se?. at 
Fimw". Isl<'S, nnd the tt< ket stlll _;·Isib]e 
on th~ suit \Yhen he arriYed at Ruby "\ale m 
a drunken ·state. If that Is what they hf!VO 
to put 11p "·jth~ f:?llC' rar: irnaginc~ t_h~ posi~Io:r;t 
thnt, a won1an \nth a .s1ck l1aby YISitlng tl~at 
doctor to get nH'clical attentim; for the ch1ld 
,,01tlcl be in. The same apphes. to Capella 
The district there i, not one >YhJCh warrants 
the oqahlishnwnt of a hospital. Th_; result 
i•' that anv call from Clermont Ol' Emerald 
mear,s £15 or £20 to the 11erson who has 
to 1nakc .arrrrng,en1cnts for mcd1cal attent_Ion. 
The Home sr'crctary mig·ht \Yell consider 
th(' qucE~iioE of establishing, .a. head cen_tre, 
\Yith an itinerant nurse to Yl~It the yar!ous 
<'Cntn'.::. 111 thP surrounding d1stncts. 
Arranc:ement~ could be made with the 
Prstm:"'tcr-Genr>ral -o that a mother m any 
of the towm surrounding the hr·1d centre 
could go to tl1P post office and commum,<:a~e 
"·i1h the head centre _or the _baby 611110' 
at Emeralcl .should occa .. Ion reqmre. 

I have v-..:rv little to say in regard to 
ho-pitll matters. I hope that . when the 
Hocpita], Art comes mto operatwn It 1\lll 
'.,crYe the purnose> of malnng- those ,~,_ho dodge 
their rc~ponsibilitic . ..; at thr pri?::l~nt tunc con1e 
U'I tc th0 u\ark. In concluswn, I would 
11~· -e the I-lon1e SC"CTf'tarv to giYe my suggcs­
tio~1 his sympathetic coiosideration. 

::\Ir. BEDFORD (Tf"arrno): The \York done 
bv- th0 ho· rital section of the Home 
s'ecreian-'s Department in t!Je mattei~ of 
;he c~.tablishment of moternity hospitals 
in the far \Yest has earned the grat1t~1de. of 
tho"c pcoplP \Yhl) under a less hum_an1tanan 
~v::.i"C'nl of GoYcrn1ncnt \YPre subJeet:d to 
J~erilous conJitions ~nch as the people Ill thB 
citic' haYc JWH'r known. The scheme ?f 
finance of the hospitaJ.. has had a certain 
cu11 ount o·~ rriticisn1 in the ,,~av of 
alleQ·1tions ag;. inst. the conduct of' the 
"GOkle~~ Casket.' hnt th.~"' \York. of the 
" Golden Ca 'kct" in financmg _ho .. )nt.als h~s 
]>een nractica!ly the first _thmg clone 111 

Australia for rutting hospital finance or: 
a pro11eJ' basis. The old method amounted 
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to a GoYornment mbsid~· equal to the amount 
of successful ""dging from private indi­
viduals, and, us "\Ve know, once that w.as 
start<'d such charitv was run for the benefit 
of tho collector·< ·long aftee the necessitY 
for tlw objeci had passed. There were case'• 
of vcomon allegedly collecting for the Red 
Cross three and four vears aftee the \V ar 
; nd .anything that c;m be done in th~ 
direction of a State-wide oe an Australian­
wide lott.,r;):. "·hich >.-ill have the result of 
ilnancially benefiting the finances of the 
hospitalB should be done. As a sample of 
"·hat private charity consisted in I might 
refer to the balance-sheet of the Charitv 
Organisation Society of Brisbane. For the 
yeae ended 30th June. 1922, the Society 
collccicd £675 and receh·ed in Government 
endowment £396; from the \Yalter and 
Eliza Hall Trust it recei.-cd £205, which, 
with the l1alance and interest from the 
Goy,:rnrnent Savings Bank, brought the 
iota! to £1,413 16s. lld. Salaries and admini­
siratiYe expenses absorbed £787 15s. 6d., and 
there ,., as distributed in actual relief in 
the' wav of charitv £502 Os. 4d. These 
j hinrrs are sufficient to show that even though 
people eng·aged in re.cpcctable forms of 
gambling but still hating the name of it­
eYcn though "\VO\Vsers" n1ay object \vhilst 
0ngaging- in gambling in their O\\Tn busi­
ne."cs-the benefits from the "Golden 
Caskets" haYe been such that there is not 
tlw slig-htest possibilit> of interference with 
them except in the direction of extension. 
I notice in the report of the Commissioner 
of Public Health-

The CHAIRMAJ\" : Order ! The hon. 
member will not be m order in dealing with 
that on this Yotc. 

l\1r. BEDFORD: The work done here in 
regard to nmereal disease has been done 
better than in other cities, although we shall 
have nothing rcall;;· effective until a little 
more interest is taken in it bv the medical 
profeosion and more enforcement is given to 
the law, and the registration and examina.­
tion of pro>titutes is resumed. Everybody 
knows th~ conditions of things which existed 
here--

Tlw CHAIR:'dAN: Order! The hon. 
member may not discuss that question on this 
vote except o far as it affects hospitals. 

Mr. BEDFOHD: I shall endeavour to do 
so. I notice that in Now South Walos the 
venereal hospital has had to be closed in 
Sydney, a.!though the Government at the same 
time were capable of supplying money to an 
explorer from Lapland to enable him to 
ri'discover Arltunga and \Vhite Rango in 
Central Australia, and it has been pocsible 
for them to spend monev in dozens of other 
wayB. I >vould like to cftl! attention to tho 
better results that this Government have been 
getting, eyen under present conditions. rrhe 
"·hole trouble is that, whenever any attempt 
i-:; Ill ·d:- to d(:nJ with this n1atter. '' \Yowsers," 
ia their usual way of telling conventional 
lies-just '" they said that tuberculosis 
should not be a notifiable disc·aso 
because it was alleged that the birth­
rights and liberties of the subject were being 
interfered y,,ith by such regulation-rig-ht 
through the p1ec.o have been responsible 
for the spread of disease, for the spread of 
<iarlm<•s ·, simply because they hated light 
and would n<Jt permit publicity unless and 
unhl such matters as this had been studied 
and taught and forced upon them by other 

men. From the beginning of the treatment 
oi venereal disease in all hospitals, the main 
idea of people oppc,Jed to notification and 
registration and certain other nece•·sary pro­
visions for coping with this trouble has been 
that it was wrong to show any expectation Ol' 
approval of anything approaching natural 
desire. Until children are taught that the 
facts of life and of the generation of life· are 
JCOt to be learned nastily and haphazard but 
decently and from people whom they trust, 
so long shall we continue to have a high 
death rate amongst children; so long shall 
\VD discover a tron1endous proportion of 
children born and subject to syphilitic op.h-
1halmift, and so long shall we find that tlw 
general strength of the community is being 
sapped by diseases which could be wiped 
c•ut if we were only honest about it. Fol' 
instance. as showing what this general 
respe~tability in government has done, th,­
worst lcga.cy that England gave to America 
''as its "wow;:;crs." Those people \vent to, 
A.mt:rica to pracbsP religious frcedmn~ mean­
ing thereby their own religious freedom. At 
tho time they were doing the most unchris­
tian things, as the early Christians 
being " '\ o1vsers" started to " scrap" 1vith 
the later Christians, and in the " scrap" 
C.hristianitv was lost and has not since been 
found. I 'do not sav that Christianitv is a 
failure; I say that Christianity has no't been 
tried. 

'l'ho CHAIR:YIA:'\i' : Order ! 

Mr. BEDFORD : I am sorry if the truth 
;, out of order. 

The CI-IAIR::'I1AN : Order ! 

Mr. HARTLEY: Do not reflect on the Chair. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I sav that Christianit,-
has never been tried. It. is a fact that this 
"'vvowsBrlsn1," \Yhic,h is the greateGt bar 
against the successful handling of diseases, 
aft1ictrd America in this way-that, while 
thev have the greatebt number of homicides 
in tlw world. they also haYe the greatest 
number of churches. 

The CHAIRI\IAK : Order ! 

Mr. BEDFOHD: The modern education of 
women is more in the direction of educating 
i hem for typiets than for houscwi vf>s. There 
is no particular objection to that, because 
it is the rotten system--

The CHAIRMA::'\f : Order ! If the hon. 
gentleman does not obey my call to order 
I shall have to ask him to resume his seat.' 

Mr. BEDFOHD: I am c~nnecting up my 
rema.rks with hospital matters. 

Mr. CLAYTO::-<: Try something else. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I was about to sav t.hat 
the ignorance of mothers has been to a lar!l:e 
C' icnt the cause of the high death rate in 
chi ldrcn. The quality of the children is of 
much more importance than the quantity. It 
i.; ajlparent that man~· believe that just 
because there is a high birth rate we can 
well continue to multiply independent of the 
number that die in the first fatal three­
months of life. The stock of healthy parents 
is restricted by the cost of raising familic'. 
In Victoria, for instance, they are spending 
£300,000 on 4,000 insane people, while the 
basic wag·e is not sufficient to keep a familv 
of four or five in decent comfort. There is 
the case of a congenital idiot in the Parra­
matta Asylum who is now about forty-five 
:ccars of age--

1111·. Bedfo-rd.] 
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The CHAIR::\1AX: Order! I give t.he 
hon. member a last opportunity of obeying 
1ny call to order. 

Mr. BEDFORD: In Bradford. with a 
population of 400,000. a sum of £40 000 is 
&):ent in the prevention of infantile mot:tality. 
1. et the mortality rate per 1,000 thoro borders 
on 132. In Connaught, in a much poorer 
county, the mortahty rate is only 50 per 
1.000. because the mothers do not go out 
~to >York and arc n1t1ch healthier than the 
1wople of the English industrial cities. There 
" her.e then " reason why betterment of 
,;ond.ttwns would result in a greater pro­
y,ol'tton of chtldren being saved and fewer 
cases of death in childbirth. The figures 
I have flllOted are conclusive, and show that 
even m poorer places whore the comforts 
::f life a;·~ not nearly s'? _great as they arc 
ltl these mg Industnal cities, simply because 
the mothers do not seek employment outside. 
the results are a greater savino- of life of 
~·hildren in tho first year beou~e of better 
conditions. This is a position that comes 
t.tght down to the. ?rux of the Labour plat­
fprm-be! tor condttlons and better payment 
_fpr men so that the State in the future will 
bq , r;bl0 to boast of results such as were 
~>bta,med m a commune near Paris where 
m_ ton year; not one death has occurred in 
~·ht!c!lnrtl~ nor has one infant died. That 
~s the_ mm we must have in dealing with 
new hfe-the extenswn of the babv clinics 
so that the great ideal may be reached of 
not one death of the child in the first year, 
because theY are all preventable and not 
<me death of the mother. (Hear, hear!) 
. Ho:-;. J. G. APPEL (Albert): I am sure 
b n_1ust be ~ grP~t surpri~e to hon. merr1bers, 
a~ It l'C'1~ta1nl.v h to n1ys(•lf. that the hon. 
member for .\Yan·ego has adopted the new 
role o_f a ~hnmty. student. (Laughter.) I 
tru;;t llc w1ll eontmue those studies, for I 
lun·e no doubt that tf he does so it will be 
of material benefit to him<elf. I rose for 
the purpose of directing- that hon. member's 
artenhon to an amendment of the Health 
Act which I introduced and which is now 
illl' law. It deals completely and fullv with 
enthctic diseases. V V 

Tho CHAIR:\IAX : Order ! Order ! 
Hox .. J. G. APPEL; I would like to point 

<mt_ m conn0ctton >nth baby clinics that 
whtlst I was . at ~h_e Home Department I 
dtrect:d full lll<run·ws to be made for the 
e~tabl~shment ?f baby clinics in Queensland. 
'Ihe mformatton was obtained. 

Mr. ~WRIGHT: But you did nothing·. 

~ Hox. J. G. APPEL: When I left the 
Home Department a.!! the information was 
the~e complete so that a start could be made. 
Whtlo I commend the Home Department for 
tnlnng aC'tion In th1s matter at last. it is 
regrettable that they have allowed so manv 
year.s to elapse before doing so when ail 
the mforma twn was 1n the department readv 
for ~hem to proceed. 'l'he claim has been 
eonststontly made. by hon. members opposite 
th~t they alone mtroduced and carried out 
thts humane measure. I consider, therefore, 
that the knowledge of the actual facts should 
b~ known to those hon. members, some of 
WhDI~I are ne>v to the Committee and to the 
public generallv. 

Mr. HARTLEY": \Ye know what you talked 
about. but what did you do? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Mv record stands 
and if the record of the "hon. member i~ 

[Mr. Bedford. 

only as good as the record that was left by 
the Administration of which I was a. member, 
then he will be entitled to claim credit for 
something. That record has never been 
equalled and certainly never excelled. Before 
the scheme could be carried into effect I 
had left the Home Secretary's Department, 
but the information was t'tore. and I only 
regret, while commcnding the department 
for carrying out that humane measure, that 
they allowed so many years to cl a pso before 
taking action. 

Mr. COLLIC\S Won·cn) : I want to con­
gratulate the Home Secretary's Department 
upon the establishment of maternity homes 
and baby clinics. The hon. member for 
Albert claims that all the information was 
collected while he was Home Secretary. 

Hon. J~. G. APPEL: Just at the end of my 
term. 

Mr. COLLIC\S: Yet nothing was done by 
the hon. gentleman's Government. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: They went out. (Laugh­
ter.) 

Mr. COLLI:\"S: The hon. gentleman was 
associated with a party that to all intents 
and purposes had the Government of Queens­
land in their hands for over fifty years. 
During that time, they never thought of 
doing anything with regard to baby clinics. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: It was then quite a 
ne'v idea. 

Mr. COLLI:'-iS: Yet now >ve find the hon. 
gentleman taking credit for the institution 
of those clinics. Something- on a par with 
the hon. gentleman's attitude is to be found 
in connection with another organisation now 
'oeking to take cre-dit for the establishment 
of these clinics. I haYe in mv hand the 
'·Annual Report and Balance-sheet of the 
::\orthern Executive of the Country VV' omen's 
Association." A paragraph in that report 
just fits in with the remarks of the hon. 
member for Albert when he takes credit for 
the innovation. Aftet• the Labour Govern­
ment have established maternity wards and 
baby clinics these people say-

" Other subjects dealt with included 
the establishment of maternity wards 
in local hospitals, and baby clinics." 

'We do not need the Country ~Women's Asso­
ciation to tell the Labom party what fo do. 
The Labour party set out to do it and did 
it. After we did these humanitarian acts--

Mr. ROBERTS: You have done something; 
why do you not do more? 

Mr. COLLI"'S : After the Government had 
established maternity wards and baby 
clinics in many centres of population the 
Country Women's Association commenced to 
discuss it. 

Mr. CoRSER: Hear, hear ! \Vhy not? 

Mr. COLLIXS: The point I want to make 
i~; that we claim that we established the 
maternity wards and baby clinics, and we 
are the people who ha.ve been looking after 
tbe country women. 'l'ho r'ountry ~Women's 
Association come in after we liavo taken 
action. I know that a good deal more 
can be done and that the Countrv Women's 
Association can hPlp in this regard, but I 
obJect to them taking credit for what has 
been done. I am not going to a.llow them to 
take that credit. 

There has been plenty of opportunity for 
hon. members opposite to pass humanitarian 
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lop;islation, but they have been lacking in 
th~~t direction. \V c want the people ol 
Queensland to know that we are in sympathy 
with huma,nitarian legislation. 

Regarding maternity wards, I want to 
thank tho Home Secretary's Department for 
the two alreadv e,tablished in my electorate, 
one at Bowen. and one at Proserpine, the 
latter recently complded. I want to ask 
that consideration be given-and I know that 
i~ will be given-to the erection of a mater· 
nity ward in connection with the Home H1ll 
Hospital. 

This morning we heard something about 
the suj1port given to our hospitals, an~ I 
<lcsire to say a word Df pra1se regardmg 
the Home Hill District Hospital. There was 
a little opposition to the building of that 
hospital owing to the fact that it was only 
8 miles from the township of Ayr. At that 
time the Home Secretary's Department 
arv:ued that thev di-:1 not think the Home 
H1ll district capable of supporting its own 
hospital. I am very pleased to be able to 
state that I believe it to be one of the most 
financial hospitals we have in the whole of 
Queensland. and if the same spirit of eo· 
operation that exists in that district had 
been exhibited throughout Queensland, there 
\"o"\)Uk1 have been 110 nee-d in the last session 
of Parliament to pass a Hospitals Act. At 
any rate I am very proud of that hospital. 

I desire to sav that the miners on the 
Bmven coalfield "realise the advantages of 
a hospitaL and, although they are only a 
very small community and have only been 
raising funds for a period of about twelve 
months, I had a letter from the secretary 
the other dav in which he stated that their 
fnnds had no\v reached nearly £900, and they 
hoped that shortly they would be able to 
raise the nt>cessary quota to enable them to 
build a hospital at that centre. 

I >Youlcl not have risen to speak on this 
vote but for the speech delivered by the hen. 
member for Albert, and I wanted to emphasise 
the point that to this party belongs the credit 
of establishing baby clinics and maternity 
wards, and not to the Country \Vomen's 
Association. 

Mr. BRAKD (Burnun): Ko doubt the 
Minister in charge of this department will 
be very flattered at the speech of congratula­
tion delivered by the hon. member for Bowen. 
The Minister is asking for an appropriation 
nf £207.310 for hospitals, whilst last year the 
amount' expended was £241,632, so evidently 
there is a reduction in the vote of £34,322 
\Ye have had very little information as to 
the necessity for this reduction except that we 
'vere told that it will be saved as a result of 
the activities of the local authorities. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: I explained that 
previously the Government had to pay the 
whole of the Brisbane Hospital expenses, 
which amounted to a little more than that 
sun1. Xow, of course, it is not necessary to 
provide that amount. 

Mr. BRAl\D: That is satisfactory. For 
hospitals generally throughout Queensland 
there was an appropriation last year of 
£170,000. and this year the Government are 
asking for £180,000 for that purpose. l)ut 
of that appropriation will be paid the endow­
ments to hospitals, ambulance brigades, and 
first-aid hospitals throughout the State, and 
it is stipulated that the total endowment on 
these institutions must not exceed the vote 

of £180.000. I would like the Minister to 
give the amount that >Yas spent last year in 
this connection. 

In all the speeches of congratulation that 
we have had from hon. members opposite 
we have not heard one word about the 
reduced subsidy to ambulance brigades 
throughout Qneensland. The ambulance 
brigade is not only the best charitable 
institution of its kind in Queensland, but the· 
best institution of its kind throughout the· 
whole world. 

Jl.1r. FoLEY: It is rather too charitable at 
times to those who can afford to pay; that 
is the trouble. 

Mr. BRAND: Yet the Minister during last 
year thought fit to reduce the subsidy to 
this grand institution. There is a feeling 
amongst those connected with ambulance 
brigades that. the Minister is endeavouring 
to tak~ the control. of the Brisbane Ambu­
lance Brig·ade, at anv rate. out of the hands 
of those at present controlling it. 

A GovERX:IIEXT MEoJBER: That has ne.-er 
been suggested. 

Mr. BRAND: There is a feeling that under 
a Bill to be introduced in this Chamber in 
the near future control will hP tRken out of 
their hands. 

The I-I mm SECRETARY : \Ye do not want a 
Bill to do that. The Hospitals Act· passed 
last session giyes po\Yer for that to be done-

Mr. BRAND: I hope the Minister will see 
his wav dear to increa8e the subsidv to ambu­
lance "brigades to what it was o'riginallv­
that is, £1 for c.-cry £1 subocribed. '.rhat is 

-s1nai1 cn<Jugh, seeing that it­
[11 a.m.] is ono of the best institutions. 

>Ye haYe. I shall be yery grateful' 
if the Midister will giYe me the informa­
tion I havh asked for, and I hope that the 
ambulance . brigades will not be asked to 
take a reduced subsidv on account of the 
possibility of the amoUlit of this Yote haying 
been exceeded. 

I would like to khow w.hether the Mar·'c­
borough District HoBpital has ever asked f,;r· 
<L grant as a base hospital. I do not see m:·., 
item showing that Maryborough receives any 
Pxtra amount as a base hospital, although 
Rockhampton and Townsville receive a grant 
of £1,000 each, and also the Mater .Mised­
cordiae Hospital in Brisbane of £2,0.00 .. 
The. Maryborough District Hospital recei;"es. 
patients from as far west as Kingaroy 
and ::.Vlundubbera. It also receives· patients 
from Childers and Howard; ·ari(:l" also 
from the Pialba district and a's fai·"'"onth as 
Gympie. I think Maryborough should 
re~ei I"C> ~ome recognition for' .Its hospital 
bcmg used as a base hospital. .If "we reC'eiYe<l 
a grant of £1,000, we could do a grl'd df'al 
of work for the benefit of suffering humanity 
in and around the Maryborough ·district. · I 
sincerely trnst that the Miiiister will carry 
out his duties eympathetioi\lly not only 
to>Yards the hospitals of the 'State. but to the 
ambulance brigade, and that, whatever Bill 
may be introduced. he will ·not aliow iche cr>n­
trol which at present is in the capable hands 
of the Ambulance Committee to be taken· 
a-,vay. 

Mr. HY:c-JES (Tou·nsrillc): I desire to make 
some reference to the fact that Townsville is 
receiving an extra subsidv as a base hos­
pital on account of the 'large number of 
people who come from ail over the northern 
portion of the State for treatment. It must 

Mr. Hynes.] 
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be obvious to hon. members that country 
hospitals cannot have the necessary scientif:b 
equipment for the treatment of disease. I 
have visited the Townsville Hosr1ital on many 
cccasions and found patients there from 
Croydon in the Xorth and others who came 
from as far as Camooweal in the West, and 
I contend that the subsidy of £1,000 is not 
sufficient to pac· the extra expense incurred 
in the treatment of pa.tients from such a large 
area of the State. We have been endeavour· 
ing to get a maternity ward established in 
'<'onnection with the Townsville Hospital, and 
I am hopeful that it will become an accom­
plished fact before the end of the year. 

\Vc ha.ve a clinic in Townsville which is 
certainly a boon to the people there. Ever:y 
mail I receive letters of commendation from 
mothers in Townsville in connection with the 
treatment they are receiving and the advice 
they arc securing from the nurses in charge 
of the baby clinics. There is one aspect of 
the organisation in Townsville which I would 
like to bring under the notice of the Mi r1· 

ister; that is, that better facilities should 
be provided to enable the nurses to visit the 
homes of the prospective mothers. One c"'n 
understand the strain on the physique of 
nurses who have to walk many miles in a, clay 
to visit prospective mothers in order to advise 
them. I would suggest to the Minister that 
in places like Townsville, where we have not 
got any tram service a.ncl not a very adequate 
'bus service, the nurses should be provided 
with a Ford motor-car to enable them to 
carry out their work with justice to them­
selves and enable them to cope with a larger 
number of cases. The sphere of usefulness of 
baby clinics in Townsville and other parts of 
the Sta.tc is only limited by the number of 
nurses which the finances of the Government 
will enable t.hem to engage. I consider that 
a. nurse with a motor·car would do at least 
three times the amount of work in visiting 
prospective mothers in their homes that she 
can do if she has to walk. I trust that the 
Minister will give consideration to this most 
important matter. 

I desire also to refer to the lack of facili· 
ties for training nurses in connection with 
the work of ba.by clinic<>. ·we have girls in 
the ::\orth equally as intelligent and inclus· 
trious a,s the girls in any other part of the 
State, but they have great difficulty in get· 
ting a training in this very important work. 
The Government should do something to 
encourage people in the outlying parts of the 
State to come to Brisbane. and make arrange­
ments for them to study at the tra.ining 
school in the Valley, so as to equip them 
for clinic work in outlying districts. The 
best nursf' you can get is one who has had 
the same training as the city girl, but who 
also understands the people and the climatic 
conditions of :;:-.;orth Queensland. I hope that 
the girls in the North who are anxious to 
undertake thi most huma.ne work will receive 
the same consideration as the girls in the 
metropolis are alre'acly enjoying. 

Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis): With the 
hon. member for Albert and other hon. mem­
bers, I .cJo not claim that our Government 
have clone everything in the way of estab· 
lishing hospitals. I am prepared to give the 
·old Tory rarty when they were in power 
the credit of having done & very great deal, 
and particularly the hon. member for Albert, 
who was their last Home Secretary. They 
have done a great deal, and like many other 
people in the world, have talked of many 

[Mr. Hynes. 

things that ought to be clone. Nearly 
everybody on earth has built castles in the 
air at some time or other. Hon. members 
opposite are no doubt wel!.intentioned-I 
give them credit for what they have ·done­
and. if they had remained in power for 
another fifty or sixty years, their party might 
baye established wha.t the present Govern­
ment have established to·day. 

Our Government well deserve any praise 
which ma.y be bestowed upon them for what 
they have clone in regard to hospital treat­
ment. Our hospitals have benefited immea· 
surably right throughout the Sbte.. With 
the hon. member for Bowen, I reahse that 
the establishment of baby clinics and mater· 
nity hoBpitals has put the State of Queens­
la.nd as far ahead as anv other Sta. te in the 
Southern Hemisphere. New Zealand claims 
a great deal of credit for her hospitals and 
the up·to·date treatment they have there. 
When I was over there I made a few 
inquiries; but unfortunately I did not meet 
the medical man who takes the keenest 
interest in the matter, as he was away, and 
so I did not gain as much information as I 
desired; but I had an opportunity of seeing 
some of the hospitals and their methods of 
treatment, and am satisfied that our Govern­
ment are as far advanced in this ma.tter as 
the New Zealand Government. I am sorry 
that the Government are not in a position 
to expend a larger sum than £207,000. I am 
quite sure that their hearts are much bigger 
tha,n the amount put on the Estimates; but 
everv individual has to cut his coat acccrcl­
ing to his cloth, and I suppose the expendi­
ture has to be restricted on that account. 

Hospital treatment, both in orcli:>ary sick­
ness, maternity cases, and baby cl1mcs, 1s a, 
most important matter in every community, 
as the hon. member for \Varrego ha.s pointed 
out. We have some very good hospitals­
although I want to touch upon one or two 
things in which some of them could be 
improved-and I am hoping to see attached 
to every hospital of any importance a mater­
nity word so that treatment may be con­
veniently given to prospective mothers: Here 
I would like to say a word or two 111 con­
nection with one maternity hospital which 
came under my notice-that is, the Lady 
Chelmsford Hospital at Bunclaberg. There 
has been considerable complaint in my elec­
torate, which touches upon Bundabcrg, of 
the treatment which has been given in that 
hospital. I am not blaming the Home 
Secretary in any way, but I think there 
should be more local supervision of the 
comwittee charged with the management of 
hospitals. All over the Southern portion 
of my district there is complaint that more 
septic cases come out of the Bundaberg 
Maternity Hospital than out of any other 
hospital in Queensland. Only recently & 

most unfortunate case came under my notice. 
A resident of my electorate, who had been 
a ratient at the hospital for the birth next 
previous to the one for which she wa' recently 
treated, •came out of the institution on the 
first of those occasions suffering from septic 
poisoning. She was evidently trea tee! in 
such a manne1- that she suffered from that 
poison from the time she left the hocpital 
until recently. In spite of the fact that 
during the whole of the time she was suffer­
ing from septic poisoning, she on the second 
cccasion gave birth to a child. On that 
second occasion the doctor was forced upon 
her who had attended her previously, 
although she insisted that she should have 
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whateYee doctor ~he chose. 
insieted that she ohould havP 
that is, a Joct or 'vho turned 
hospital a septic person. 

The matron 
011e doctor­
her out of a 

l<Ir. BRAXD: That is a serious charge. 

~dr. CARTER: It is. but it is quite truL. 
She 'vas sent a\vay fron1 tho Bundaberg 
Hcspital. Whether they were unable to 
treat her <Jl' not I dD not know, but I have 
been informed lw the husband and parent• 
of this unforttm~te lad-,- that she .,-as sent 
cut of the Ladv Chelmsford Hospital under 
chloroform. It" was intended to perform an 
operation, but she was taken off the slab 
and was sent to St. J'vlartin's Hospital in 
Brisb<tne, where no doubt she g<Jt tho very 
best treatment they could giYe her. Despite 
that treatment her condition wa'' such that 

-she could n<Jt pull through, and a few days 
ago passed away. There should be such 
close supervision of hospitals that these 
things could not take place. Too much is 
left in the hands of the committees, and I 
would like to see some arrangement made 
whereby a patient is not compelled to have 
a doctor whether she likes it or not. 

Hon. M. J. KmwA:-;: Do you say that the 
patient complained that she was forced to 
accept the senices Df a doctor against her 
will? 

1\tr- n -.nrn1::'1D ~ .... ~J._ ___ ,__ :_ .Ll~-J -1-l-- -----
l-1'~.1.. V.L"'l..LV.L . .l .. ' .. l.l .. \.. ~'oUli \11H.)' .L:::i LHi::tl Llle I._;UHt-

)llaint of the patient, but also the complaint 
of some of the doctors in Bundaberg. I 
desire now to tonch upon a matter in con­
nection with the committee of the Children's 
Hospital in Brisbane. I was on that com­
,mittee for a short period, and I can speak 
in terms <Jf the highe,t praise of some of the 
members of that committee, _particularly the 
lcdies associated with it, but-like them-I 
was n<Jt permitted to get into the inside 
running of things. l soon realised that the 
whole of the members of the committee were 
not allowed to know all that was being clone. 
Kot having the time t<J investigate the matter 
and get to the bottom, I pulled out. The 
result is that I have had to gather informa­
tion since. A great deal of building is being 
done there, and I could speak of more than 
one case, but I am going to speak of one of 
which I have the most knowledge, that is, 
the establishment of cooking eCJuipment and 
hot water service in th,, administrative 
block. 'rhis 1vork \Yas completed so1ne tin1e 
la"t April or May. One would natnrallc- sup­
pose that the expenditure on behalf oJ the 
Children's Hospital would be above question, 
but what happened' Firms catering for tho 
installation o£ cooking equipment and hot 
wder apparatus naturally made offers or 
sent in tenders. and amongst those who made 
offers or ~nbmitted prices was :\letters, 
Limited. I know of no better f1rm for that 
kind Df work in Queensland. Th,oy are an 
Australian flrn1, C'mploying Australians, and 
what I have ,'con of their work is of the 
best. and the} have done a good deal of 
work in various institutions. Thev made 
an ofl'e1' to do this j<Jb for £1.525 "lss. Sd. 
They di"d not get the work to do. Another 
firm which apparentl.i' made an offer was 
the firm of Wildridge and Sinclair. Ltd.,' of 
Brisbane. vYhy the,-, should get the job 
ngainst l\Ictters, Ltd., who are possibly the 
fiitest peoplre to do it, I do not kriow-I must 
leave it to hon. member,; to form their 
Dwn conclusions. However. the wor1< was 
given t<J them for something like £1.900 
m £2,000. The firm of Mctters, Ltd .. were 
approached by Wildri·dge and Sinclair to 

clo 1 he \Y<Jrk. and thcv carried it out for 
£1.525 l8s. 8cL, leaving a clear prof1t to a 
form who had nothing whatever to do of 
between £~00 and £500. 

:'vir. :\IAXWELL: They sublet it? 

2\lr. CARTER: Yes. apparently they sub­
let 1t. The price which \Yildridge and 
Sinclair quoted -\vas between £1,900 and 
£2.000. 

J\lr. 11AXWELL: That is a serious charge. 
l\Ir. CARTER: It is, and that is why I 

«Ill making it. I am quite satisfied that 
~onw of 'he con~rnittee, unknO\Yn to · the 
great Lcdk of the Children's Hospital Com­
mittee, gane this job to this firm. I may 
sa:: incidentally that the managing director 
of the firm of \Yilclridge and Sinclair, Ltd. 
-J\Ir. Rohert Jovce-was on the Children'" 
Hospital Committee. That should not have 
boon permitted. I am satisf1ed that that is 
not the only thing Df that character which 
has happened, and I would like to see the 
Home Department make a close investiga­
tion into the actions of some of the members 
of the committ-ee. I do not blame thu 
Home Department. because I think it was 
outside their control and was left in the 
hauds of the c<Jmmittee; but the closest 
investigation should be made. 

Hon. i'vf. .J_ Kmw''-' · '!'hot h:1s not hap­
pened since th~ .. H~spit~l; Board was 
established? 

Mr. CA~TER_: It took place laet April or 
1\Iay. It 1s qmte a recent affair. I havo 
not been able to got all the information I 
desire on this and similar matters, but I 
propose to do so later. That has taken 
place, and ~ think it is my duty to give the 
pubhc the mformation. I do not blame the 
department. but I do blame some of the 
membPrs of the committee. 

There arc many members of that committr·c 
who do not kn<Jw anvthing about it because 
like me. they were shut o~1t. The hon. mem: 
ber for TDO\Yong· was on the committe when 
I was on it. 

:\J1·. M.IXWEJ.L: Yes. but not at the period 
that you have referred to. , 

M>·. CARTER: No. I was shut out on 
cyery orrn<Sjon Ly the serretarv o't so1nevne 
lnstructing him. ~ : 1' 

Hon. ::VI. J. Kmw.1x: That was done by 
tl1e Dld hospital committee. 

2\h. CARTER: The Children's' Hospital 
Committee. 

Hon. M. J. Kmw.1:-;: The hon. ie'ntlcn'lan 
ohonld make that clear. ' '• '' 

}11·. CARTER: I am quite satisfied "thM,the 
people who are responsible arc those who were 
on the Children's Hospital Cm1m1ittcc. 
be~ause they rarri{~d out the \York in.:lt 1 .en~ 
dent of any Sbte rlepartmcnt. The De 1 nt­
mcnt of Public VV<Jrks. which makes Lll"lli­
ture and carries out <tll kinds of work. had to 
tender like anv other firt 1 for al. v 
work to bo ra~·ricd out bv this CoJn~ 
mitt<ee. The department's or:ly duty \\·a~ 
to mspcct the work befm·c adv-ancing 
an:v 1noney in payment. Tl1ore are onf. 
0r- two other matters that I would have 
lik0d to touch upon, but I have just about 
exhausted the time at my disposal, so I 
shall d0al w1th them when the Dpporhmity 
offers. I have said sufficient to direct atten­
tion to the necessitv for action in a certain 
direction. " 

Mr. Carter.] 
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::\Ir. TAYLOR (Wimlsor): Quite a number 
of things have been said on this vote, and 
some of them, if correct, should be investi­
gated. Hon. members made various charges, 
ancl evidently they have gone very carefully 
into them before making them. They are 
certainly yery serious, more especially in con­
nection with what occurred at Bundaberg. 
If things like that are allowed to go on, 
then it is because of some oversight or because 
something is required to be done to prevent 
such things taking place, more especially 
where human life is concerned. We know 
quite well that baby clinics were started by 
the Labour GoYernment in Queensland, and 
we also know that when that legislation was 
going through this Chamber it received the 
full support of hon. members on this side. 
The hon. member for Lcichhardt stated that 
he would like to see ba bv clinics established 
in the remote parts of Qtieel)slaml. It seems 
to me that that is almost an impossibility 
at present. In connection with the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction we have what a.re 
kno\Yll as correspondence claf:ses carried on 
throughout the State, resulting in very 
dfective work, and the Home Secretary might 
well tak:" into consideration the adoption oi 
a. sin1ilar system thrDugh the n1aternity 
homes where maternity nurses arc cstablishe·d, 
Rnd even through the baby clinics. It could 
be made known to the prospective mothers 
in the remote areas that if thev applied for 
information at a certain period, that infol·­
mation would be freely supplil'd to them 
from the established babv clinics and 
maternity vrar·ds. " 

Mr. FOLEY: There is nothing like getting 
into personal touch with the person. 

Mr. 'l'AYLOR: I quite agree with the 
hon. gentleman. 

Mr. FoLEY: I suggested an itinerant 
system. 

::\fr. TAYLOR: I think a very great deal 
of Yer:v useful "~ark could be accomplished 
in the wa:J I have indicated. "\Vhen legisla­
tion providing for maternity wards was 
g-oing through Parliament I do not recollect 
one single member on this side opposing it. 
v; e gave the Government the fullest support 
possible, because w~ recognised the difficulties 
of women out back. All men, if they are 
men at all, must recognise that the women 
in our outback areas and in the scattered 
parts of the State are entitled to every 
consideration, and if there is anv class in 
the community that deserves a.ll the· sympathy 
and all the support which can be g·iven by 
any Governn1ent, it is women who are so 
placed. No man who has any spark of 
humanity in him at all would consider for one 
moment the curtailment of anything in the 
way of advantages to women so situated. I 
understand the primary object was to estab­
lish baby clinics in tho thickly populated 
portions of the State-that is, in 1he large 
cities and towns where there is a considerable 
number of births taking place the whole 
year round. Those institutions are place.d 
in the largo centres of population so that 
t lw women concerned can come along to the 
baby clinics and get advice from those in 
charge of those institutions. It is a physical 
impossibility in the outback areas for women 
to go for that advice. Those women are 
living 10 miles, 15 miles, or 20 miles away 
from the neareet baby clinic, anJ _if tlwy 
expect to become mothers at a certam date, 
the:v cannot travel those distances to get 
information from a baby clinic and leave 

[M1·. Taylor. 

two or three children out in th<) bush. It 
is almost impossible for an itinerant system 
to do all that would be r~quired, notwith­
standing that the member for Leichhardt 
says the personal touch is a very excellent 
thjng. Taking E'Yorything int{) consider::t~ 
lion, we han' nothing to be ashamed of in 
Queensland in connection with hospitals and 
humanitarian legislation dealing with such 
institutions. There is nothing to be ashamed 
of on the part of' the present and past 
Governments. The charge is often made­
that the people of the metropolitan area do­
not do their duty in maintaining their hospi­
tals, but I >YDuld like to remind hon. mem­
bers that there are probably ten hospitals­
in Brisban •, in addition to other charitable 
orp;anif'ations nun1bering probably ten or 
tweh·e. Hon. members know perfectly well 
that nearly every week-on Friday in par­
ticular-a collection is taken up in the 
str·ret .. s io nudntain and carrv on some 
charitable orgnnisation. I thi;;k, by and 
large, the people have responded verv well 
in the past. ' 

The PRE1!IER: The hon. member must not 
overlook the fact that the State pays for the 
upkeep of the Children's Hospital, the Bris­
bane General Hospital, the Diamantinn. 
Hospital, and a number of other institutions. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I quite agree with that_ 
The contributions to those institutions practi­
cally ceased, and the whole charg·c of main­
taining and carrying them on devolved upon 
the Government. I do think that we have­
nothing to be ashamed of either in the city 
arPa or the country areas in respect of the­
work carried on bv the medical men of the 
cornmunitv. There arc individuals in the­
community in whom we r-epose the utmost 
conlidence. Thcv are indivi·duals who often 
come into our homes, though one, or perhaps­
two. of them we would like to keep out of 
our homes as much as possible. They are men 
in their walks of life who have the fullest 
confidence of the community. I am referring 
to the clergyman, the doctor, and the lawyer_ 
We like to keep the doctor and the lawyer 
away as much as we can. I do not know so 
m11ch about the parson. (Laughter.) 

Mr. FARRELL: More so. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Th{'y have free {'ntry into 
our homes, and they have the confidence of 
every member of the community. I think 
the doctors ha V{' our fullest confidence. There 
may be some like the one spoken about 
by one hon. member who came along· 
with all his goods and chattels in a. 
sugar-bag, and -with a tag hang·iug en his 
dot hes discloeing where he had purchased his 
suit. I do not think there are many ·doctors 
in the commnnitv who act in that wav. I 
know of no highe;· and nobler profession. than 
that of a doctor. Many of them carry out 
lheir duties, and very often do not get a 
single copper for what they -do. In many 
cases they do not expect it, but render very 
necessary work in the community gratui­
tously. I think 1ve could place the manage­
ment Rnd the upkeep of our hospitals 
generally in the hands of those men and feel 
satisfied that they would carry out the work 
well. 

Mr. DEACO~ ((!unn-ingham): I wish to­
refer to certain matters that have arisen 
under the Hospitals Act so far a.s it affects 
shire councils. - As the Act stands, all shires 
have to contribute to the hospitals if hospi­
tal areas have been proclaimed in their-



Supply. [4 SEPTEMBER.] Supply. 609 

"reas. 'When the Act was going- through 
this Chamber an attempt was made by the 
Opposition to carry an amendment allowing 
the shires to set aside part of the contribu­
tions from their areas towards the mainten­
ance of a particular hospital if the district 
allotted to that hospital extended over their 
boundary. That amendment was not 
accepted. The Hospitals Act is operating 

11nfairlv in so1ne shires. It has been found 
lleCHsa.ry to make the boundaries of a shire 
conform with the areas set out for hospitals, 
and that ha.:) ny::.ultcd in some instances in 
people being included in certain shires 
a<r:cinst their will. It would be much better 
~ if the Government during the 

:[11.30 a.m.] se,sion brought in an ":mend-
ment of the Act m;lkmg 1t po~­

sible for shires to allot a portion of the 
funds to the hospital concerned. That would 
suit the shires much better than the present 
arrangement. T.hey desire that this amend­
ment should be made. I have never ceased 
to protest against the principle of raising 
the money necessary for the carrying on of 
our hospitals solely from the ratepayers. As 
hon. members on this side pointed out when 
the Hospitals Act was going through, that 
is an unfair principle. Under the present 
method manv instances can be found where 
fairlv wealthy men get off very lightly be­
oau,f. of the low valuation of their land. It 
will often be found that a. struggling man 
with an overdraft at the bank has io pay con­
siderably more than those who are getting 
considerably more money. That state of 
affairs cannot rro on for long, because the 
Government will find that there is not a 
single shire which is satisfled with the exist­
ing conditions. I am not contending that 
we should not raise the money for our 
hospitals. I recognise that the necessary 
funds for carrying on our hospitals must be 
raised by compulsion in some way, but 1t 
would be much better to raise it through 
the income tax than obtain it from the 
ratepayers only. This asi'Pct of the matter 
~desen·es the serious attenhon of the Govern­
ment~ as sooner or later it will have to be 
revie;,.ed. 

Mr. BRL'CE (J(ennedy): I can endorse the 
complaint of the hon. member for Port 
Curtis in regard to the question of the selec­
tion of doctors for our hospitals. At Ingham 
the medical superintendent of the hospital 
went into partnership with another doctor, 
and these two doctors were able to attend the 
patients at the hospital. A third doctor, 
who represents the Australian Natives' Asso­
ciation and the Oddfellows, has not been able 
to have the snme privilege as those two 
doctors have in that centre, and this has 
caused a considerable amount of discussion 
there, and the representatives of the A.N.A. 
and t.he Oddfellows have asked me tD deal 
with this matter on the Estimates. 

I would like to sav something with regard 
to the distribution of the " Golden Casket" 
funds. The present method of distribution, 
which was recently introduced, has the effe?t 
of discouraging those centres ·whicl_l have m 
the past actively canvassed and ra1sed lar&e 
sums of nwncv for the support of the1r 
hospital', while' it will e_ncourage those who 
do not subscribe to contmue the practiCe of 
not subscribin"" to their hospitals. The 
Toowoomba ho~pital, situated as it is in one 
of the richest centres in Queensland, and the 
Brisbane General Hospital, have received 
large grants from the Government to enable 
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them to carry on their activities. On the 
other hand small communities in the back 
parts of Queensland ha vc raised money for 
their hospitals and, with the Government 
subsidy, have carried on their activiti"'· 
The practioo adopted originally of granting 
" fixed sum from this fund to the hospitals of 
the State was t.he correct method. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear I 

Mr. BRUCE: It stands to reason that 
those who are actively engaged in the work 
of carrying on the hospitals and the people 
who are willing to suppol't them will not con­
tir,ue their activities if they find that, in con­
sequence of those activities, the grants from 
this ,'und are withheld from them and given 
to those centres which have 11ot displayed 
similar energy. 

I have had an opportunity of seeing the 
maternity homes in operation. They are a 
ncagnificent improvement on our hospital 
ocheme, especially in our country districts. 
It is a lesson in -,,hat can be done by a 
thoughtful Administration. One has only 
t'J go through a. maternity home and com­
parP tlw conditions with those which pre­
Yailcd prior to their establishment to see 
the truth of mv statement. While it would 
ht• ·desirablr· t~ do what the hon. member 
for Leichha rdt suggested in relation to baby 
clinics, T have doubts whether it would be 
practicable. T urge the Government to con­
tinue thPir present efforto and extend as far 
'" possible the baby clinics to the remotest 
part of the State, because there is no doubt 
as to their value. If a mother in Brisbane 
has some slight troubk with any of her 
children, she has only to go tD one of these 
clinics to g·et all the information necAssary 
fo1· the welfare of the child without consult­
ing a doctor. That is a condition of affairs 
that is eminently desirable throughout the 
State. The Government should extend the 
operations of the maternity homes and baby 
clinics. Their benefit has been immense, and 
hon. m em bcrs while tra veiling through the 
country districts hear nothing but praise and 
satisfaction expressed by our women folk 
concerning thc1n. 

Mr. FARRELL (Roclc-hampton): I rise 
chiefly to express my appreciation of the 
work that has been done bv the Government 
in the Hockhampton dietrict with regard to 
!ho grants that have been made and the 
great consideration that ha~s been gJVen to 
hospitals and hospital work generally. It 
was Burns who wrote-

" Midst this mighty fuss just let me 
mention 

The rights of women merit some 
attention." 

The Government can claim some credit for 
trying to carry out the spiri~ of tpose wDrds. 
They might probably go a ht.tle 1urther yet, 
and it is chiefly in this direcbon that I want 
to bring under the notice of the Home Sec­
retary the improvement that can be effected 
in connection with the nurses' quarters at 
tlw hospitals or Rockhampton. Much a~ m;e 
admires the women folk, wo must ho1d m 
much rrreater adrr,iration that section of them 
who d"evote their lives to nursing the sick. 
EYery consideration should bE) given to pro­
vidinrr 1Jroper and decent hvmg apartments 
for the~ at the hospitals. 

I am going to suggest to the Home Secre­
terv that out of the funds provided from ~he 
" Golden Casket " there should be set as1de 

Mr. Farrell.] 
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a certain ~tun of money to provide nurses' 
quarters a.t the different hospitals in Queens­
land. I know that at preseut the system is 
that the hospital committee has to provide a 
certain amount of money and that amount 
i' subsidised by the Department of Public 
vYorks. 

Mr. ::V10RGAK: .\ good subsidy, too. 

Mr. F ARRELL: I quite agree with the 
hon. member. Pending the time that the 
committee raises the money, something should 
be done per medium of the " Golden 
Casket " to provide those quarters free of 
any other charge on the hospital. I do not 
think that any difficulty would be 
experienced. 

I wish just to mention the Children's Hos­
pital in Rockhampton. There the nurses are 
a fine body of women and are doing excellent 
work. Thev are housed in a small hut that 
was preYio~lsly used during the influenza 
epidemic in Rookha.mpton. That, I am sure. 
h not suitable accon1n1odation for 'vomen 
who are sitting up during the whole of the 
night and for others who are working during 
the long hour~ of the day attending to tho 
children in thJ hospital. 

:Ylr. MoRGAK: 'fhat is a reflection on the 
people of Rockhampton. 

Mr. FARRELL: It is not. In Rock­
hampton wo have a Children's Hospital, a 
General Hospita.l, a vYomen's Hospital, a 
BcneHJlent Asvlum, and various other insti­
tutions, and they have all to be maintained 
b:· subscriptions. It is not nwrely a matter 
eonfined to Rockhampton. but applies to all 
hospitals and charitable institutions in 
Queensland. I wish to impress upon the 
Home Secreta.ry that consideration should be 
given to the application of funds from the 
" Golden Casket " for this purpo'E:. 

I also submit for the approval of the 
Home Secretary the desire to bring Rock­
hampton and district nnder the Hospitals 
Act. I hope this will be done in the very 
near future. At prcBent excellent work is 
being done by the womenfolk of Rockhamp­
ton who are acting on various committees. 
They arc doing splendid work under difficult 
circLPllstan{'(~~ which should not be placed 
in their way. I hope that Rockhampton and 
district will soon be brought under the Has­
pi tals Act; the hospital committees will then 
have some encouragement to go on with the 
ven· good work they are doing. 

I think the suggestion of the hon. member 
for Tm\ nsville in connection with baby 
clinics an admirable one, and I hope that 
it mav be applied to Roekhampton. There 
we ha\c a town with a population of between 
25,000 a.nd 30,000 and an area extending over 
a radius of 5 miles from the post office. 
The population in that areo,, so far as the 
baby clinic is concerned, is under the juris­
diction of a matron and nurses. If the 
nurses were provided with a small motor-car 
-·which need not be an expensive one-the 
operations of that clinic would be even more 
beneficial than at present. I want to expres< 
my admiration for the excellent work that 
is being done by Matron Macdonald and h'Or 
assistants. I hope that the suggestion of the 
hon. member for Townsville will be taken 
into consideration b/ the Home Secretary, 
and that the work of those nur~As will thus 
be made much easier and the scope of the 
clinic widened. 

It is interesting to read the views of some 
of the visitor" to Queensland regarding the 
excellent hospital work being done by thi;< 

[Mr. F'arrell. 

Government. Lady Forster, "·hen addreosing 
a meeting of women during her recent visit 
t0 Queensland, said-

" It depends whether yom Government 
is a generous on0. I have never n1et 
a Government as helpful as the Queens­
land Government as regards health aud 
hospital work." 

The Governor, Sir Matthew ::\athan, when 
speaking recently in Brisbane. said-

" G0nerally I assure you, from conver­
sations I have had "·ith them. that 
members of the> Gm·ernment are keenly 
interested in the living conditions of the 
country won1en and their families." 

I think thosE· statements b~ Lady Fon;tel' 
and His Excellency the Gm·ornor reflect 
great credit on the y·ork performed by this 
Government in regard to hospitals. 

::\fr. LOGA!>; : \Vas Lady Forster addressing 
the Country \V omen's Association? 

I\Ir. FARRELL: I am not qui to sure, but 
I believe she was. I have here an extract 
from the annual report of the Commissione1· 
of Public Health for the vear 1922. He has 
something very interesting to say regarding 
the operations of the baby clinics-

" The improved record in the infantile 
mortality rate is most pleasing, and is 
largely due to the good effc,·ts attained 
through the active steps taken by the 
Government in providing baby clinics L~ 
well as propaganda in educating yonnfi 
mothers in the care and upbringing of 
infants. This has natural!:-· brought 
about a marked saving in infant 1ifc, 
and which can be traced to a better 
knowledge of hygiene. infant feeding, a;, 
well as advisory precautions taken by 
expectant mothere." 

He then quotes the follmving table:­
Rate of Infantile ilimtality. 

Qurcn~land 
Victorio, .. 
~ew South Wa!ee 
TaE!mania 

Infant :\Iortality Rate, 
per 1,000 Birth''· 

1013. 
64 
68 
66 
~~ 

1022. 
54 
7:?. 
78 
78 

It will be seen that in every State except 
QuFensland there has been an incr0ase in the 
infantile mortality. In Queensland there ha~ 
been the appreciable drop of 10 per 1,000. 
The Commicsioner of Public Health expresses 
the view that this is directly the result of 
the establishment of the baby clinic<> in 
Queensland and of the operations of those 
wonderful institutions. I compliment the 
Government and the Home Secretary on the 
work that has been done during the year, and 
I commend to the hon. gentleman's notice 
the suggestions that I have made regarding 
further activities. 

Mr. ::\OTT (Stanlcy) : I wa3 p:trticularly 
nleascd to hear the hon. member for Rock­
hampton make his very apt quotation, and 
aloo to hear his expression of admiration 
for women's activities in Queensland. I 
regret that one hon. member opposite re­
sPnted the coLmtry women taking action to 
amoliorate the burdens of our hospitals and 
charitable institutions. I think the hon. 
member foi· Bowen and the rest of us 
should be only too thankful to receive what­
ever assistance is given to improve those 
conditions in Queensland. 
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There has been quite a lot saw m regard 
to the "'Golden Casket." The hon. member 
for \Vnmum and the hon. member for 
J\undah both indicated that th~y did not 
altogether approve of the " Golden Casket"' 
and said that they never invested in tickets. 
I am perhaps constituted somewhat diffel·­
cntlv from those two hon. members as there 
ha.vo been very few " Golden Caskets" held in 
which I have not had a ticket. If these 
" Golden Caskets" are the means of pro­
viding funds £or the cstablichment of 
maternity homes, baby clinics, hospitalc, 
and ambulances, the:- are doing very good 
work, as by means of these " Golden 
Caskets" funds are collected from pra cti­
callv all class<:·> in the communitv. -But I 
do think that the system adopted at present 
foe the distribution of these funds is some­
\rhat unfair, It would be far better if these 
funds were distributed among the various 
hospitals according to the services rendered, 

Hon. ::\1. ,J, KIRWAK: That is to say, yon 
favom· a g·eneral distribution, irrespective 
of ihe finaucial condition of the hospital? 

Mr. ::\OTT: Yes, a general distribution 
according to thn services rendered by the 
various hospitals. That \YOuld be a very 
big impr JYement on the preseut rnethod, 
because the people in many of the country 
districts where the hospitals fulfil their obli­
gations get r1o a:;:~istance in this way, 
whereas the people in a neighbouring 
locality who may not be fulfilling their obli­
gations get this as,istance. It is a case of 
penalising the people who are carrying out 
their obligations. 

Many people in the country districts are 
wondering how the new Hospitals Act is 
gain::; to work, The hon, member for 
Port Curtis referred to a somewhat scan­
dalous date of affair,, in connection with 
the Children's Hospital, and I wish to cite 
a case that happened at the Brisbane 
General Hospital next door. Some littk 
time ago thero was a returned soldier who 
had been suffering very . greatly from shell 
shock since the war. At times he got very 
bad, and now and again would practically 
go off his head for a time, This man lived 
in the vicinity of Woodford, and while there 
he was looked after bv the returned soldiers 
at vVoodford as well' as possible. At one 
time he became ill and he was started off 
to Brisbane, and it was thought that he 
was not likely to reach Brisbane, Unfor­
tunately he became very ill and got lost. 
A search party was formed by the vVoodforcl 
Returned Soldiers' Association, and they 
found him. They then provided a motor 
car and took a good deal of trouble to get 
him down to the General Hospital in Bris­
bane. He was taken in at the institution, 
but within a few hours after the people 
who had brought him safely do"n to Bris­
bane had ·departed he was turned out. This 
unfortunate man knew nothing o£ what he 
was doing, and a few days afterwards he 
was found dead in one of the parks adjacent 
to the hospital. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: \Yho turned him 
out of the hospital? 

Mr. KOTT: He ,-as turned out bv some­
body at the hospital, and I understand was 
gi' en a few shillings. 

Hon. M .• J. KIRWAN: \Vas he turned out 
by ihe matron or by the medical super­
intendent? 

Mr. ""iOTT: If the hon, gentleman desires 
it. I shall let him know the date on which 
tl· is occurred. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: I shall be very 
plca,C'd if you will let me know the whole 
of the fact·· o£ thE' case, and I assnre you 
that the matter will be investigated, 

:\lr. :';OTT: The circumstances of the 
er~ :-:.c \Yt_'re Urought under n1y notice by the­
J<>tun;,·rl ,oJrlier' at \Voodford. and I 
<·ertainly tl:ink that it is a n1atrer that 
should he mentioned. I shall be very 
pleased to get all the details from the 
people who were directly interested in bring·­
ing this man to Brisbane and forward them 
to the hon, gentleman. 

.'..t 1LE5 a.m., 

;\Ir. GLED~O!': (lpsicich), one of the panel of 
TouJpora ry Ch::-· irnwn~ rplieved the Chairman 
in the chnir. 

:\1r. HARTLEY 1Fitzroy) : Like m:. col­
league, the hon. n1crnber for Rockhan1pton,. 
I. have not very much to complain of in 
regard to the hosvital in Rockhampton. 
Fortullatcly. 1w have had public-spirit<>d 
rnen there ·v;ho ha Ye fron1 tin1c to rin1c made 
gC'llerou~ bequests, and I must say that we 
haYc always had sympathetic consideration 
horn thi::;; Govcl'nrneni. rrhere arc onlv nvo 
things that trouble us in connection" with 
1 he Rockhampton General HospitaL Ono 
i.s the question of the treatment of insane 
people while on their >vay to Brisbane. 
Since the closing of the reception house in 
Rockha1npton) it l1as bccorne nece'·"'·ary to 
take insane persons in at the Rockhampton 
hc,spitaL \Yhile the number of insane 
patients coming through might not have 
bc·en sufficient to warrant a big sllff at the 
rEception house. still there v;erc sufficient 
coming through to make it necessary to 
provide son1c 1neans of dealing 'vith them) 
and the dosing of the reception house has 
thrust a pretty awkward problem on to the 
staff of the Rockhampton General HospitaL 
There ',\as a good deal of trouble with one 
pa ticnt, as is well known to the Home Secre­
tary, anJ he has promised to go into it. In 
my opinion the patient in question should 
Hcver have been sent to the hospital, but 
rather ought to have been put under police 
re~trainL beraUSt' hiB complaint \Vas of a 
temporary nature and he was ,;ubscquently 
discharged after being two daYS in the 
hospitaL \Yhile he was there he made him­
self so troublesome as to disturb all the 
patients in the vicinitv of the padded cell 
in which he was placed. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: If he was coming 
to Brisbane, why did he not come straight 
through in the first instance? 

Mr, H~\R'l'LEY: That is one trouble 
re"ulting from the closing o£ the reception 
house. It mav be economical from one 
point of .-iew. but people coming from Cler­
mont or Macka:- do not reach Rockhampton 
in time to catch a train to Brisbane straight 
away, and often it is not a good thing that 
they should get a train at once. The trouble 
is that in the n10antiino thcv are verv often 
sent to the hospitaL The 'Home Se,cretary 
has promised both mv colleague the hon. 
member for Rockhampton and myself to 
tn and find a solution of the difficultv ··,hen 
,,0xt ho goe~ to Hockhampton, ~o I "do not 
intend to C'nlarge on it no,v. I a1n rtnite 
satisfied that, when he gets there and the 
facts are put fully before him. he will see 

Mr. Hartlcy.] 
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the necessity of making some better arrange­
ment. 

The only thing I have to say in regard to 
the baby clinics is that their value does not 
seem 10 be sufficiently widely known. The 
Government could well afford to spend a 
good .deal of money in letting it be known 
throughout the countrv where the clinics are 
established, and what' their duties >1re, not 
onlv as to the care of babie<> but also as to 
.ad,:ice to r.1others. 

YJ:r. FoLEY: There is not a sufficient num­
ber of clinics established in the country. 

YJ:r. HARTLEY: There are not many 
dinics in the country, and it is really in the 
country whore their work would be of 
greatest value. The value of the clinics in a 
great measure is in the direction of advice 
and as·"istance given to the mother both 

before and after the birth of 
[12 noon] the child, but, unfortunately, 

a ht of young mothers or 
wome11 about to become mothers do not 
know anything about the clinics, and they 
sunply carry on until they come to the last 
couple of daye, when they go into a nursing 
home, or else depend upon the kind offices of 
a neighbour and on a doctor coming at the 
last moment. I want to emphasise the point 
that the benefits of the clinics and the duties 
·of the nurses aro not widely enough known. 
A lot of young women have a good deal of 
susr,icion about the Government clinics, and 
have an idea that they arc not quite satis­
factory. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: I would like to 
inform the hon. member that a ·pamphlet on 
the subject has just been prepared and is 
ready for issue. 

YJ:r. HARTLEY: I am very glad to hear 
that. That is a very fine method of making 
the facts known. This is one way in 
which the department are doing good work, 
and I hope that money will not be spent with 
any niggardly ha.nd. It is most important 
that a mother, at th0. time of child-hirth, 
o;houl·d be ,,.ell nursed and have ··.uitable food. 
The hor::. member for vVarrego mentioned 
that the ba>ic wago is not sufficient. I 
thmk that has a very important bearing on 
the bringing of healthy child life into the 
State. Tho work of the bahv clinic is admir­
able in the way of giving to the mother the 
nourishing food which she could not got for 
herself under the present basic wage. Fancy 
a mother carrying a child about to bo born 
in a couple of weeks, with four or fiv0 
children dependent on her, and the father, 
perhaps, working three days in the week on 
the wonderful basic wage we all yell about 1 

Fancy a mother facing a time of child-birth 
~ubsisting on what that would be ablo to 
buy! 

Mr. l\IoRGAN: Yet you have a Labour Go­
vernrrwnt in power. 

:\Ir. HARTLEY: We will take all the 
blame for it. I do not wish to side-step any 
rospomibility for ono moment, but take it 
from me the first chance we get we are going 
to give a bigge!.· basic wage. Do not then 
squeal~vou over there with £3,000 or £4.000 
a yerrr_:you big squatter cha-ps, whose wives 
,end a way to tho South for £60 worth of 
flowers to d<'corate 'their tennis court ball­
rooms! vV0 know that the economic system 
to-day is tying Uf' down, so that we cannot 
,.,.,~ k~ thP. ba.sic wage sufficient to enable the 
motl ers to jive in comfort and to get the full 
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nourishment thc·y ought to have when they 
are nearing their time of bringing young life 
into the world. 

Mr. BRAND: iVhy don't you do it now? 
~'vir. HARTLEY: I make no apology for 

not being able to do it now. Just at the 
present moment you people over there, and 
your bi~ people outside, know that you h3;ve 
jammed us with our backs to the wall with 
your financial system . 

:i\1r. M oRGAN: Pure tripe. 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

The hon. member must deal with the vote. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I know that this is not 
,trictly in accordance with the vote. I want 
to sav that with a better system of economics 
the h'calth of the people would be better than 
it is and these baby clinics would not be 
nece;sarv but I am g'la<:l that, while they are 
JeOC>'.Ssary: the GO\·ernr,nent are filling the !;'UP 
and providing the delicacies and the nounsh­
ing foo-d which are neces,ary for the mother 
for the few weeks before the time when the 
baby will bc born. 

Mr. l\IoRGAN: Tho worst condemnation that 
the Labour GoY<'rnment have had. 

Mr. HARTLEY: We will take all the 
condemnation but do not squeal over there 
when we corn~ to right the position. Do not 
squeal when we raise the basic wage, so that 
these people will get a better deal. We 
know that the financial system is responsible 
for present conditions, but do not sque<:l 
when we burst up this boodling system~th1s 
financial sharper's trick which you call the 
•.ystern of exchange. 

Mr. MORGAN: Good old "Charlie Collins !" 

Mr. HARTLEY: "Char lie Collins" and 
other hon. members on this side, while we 
1ray not succeed, may, perhaps, pave the 
"\vay for some younger and abler men to come 
i.1 and succeed where we can only see the 
possii.Jility of success. 

I notic0d that the hon. member for Stan­
le: took the hon. member for Bowen to task 
fo;· his criticism of the Country Women's 
A·~o5ocia tiDn. 

Mr. MoRGAN: What is wrong with it? 
Mr. I-IAHTLEY: I will tell you all that 

is wrong with it. I am taking nothing back 
that I said on the debate on the Address in 
Reply. 

Mr. l\IoRGAN: You ought to apologise. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I do not intend to 
apologise. 

Mr. EDwARDS: You couldn't. 
:Yir. I-IARTLEY: I can apologise when I 

am wrong~don't make any mistake about 
that. I nev·er do anything wrong that I do 
not try to put right afterwards when I 
become aware of it. Anyone who knows me 
will admit that. 
GovERN~lENT JYIE:MBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. EDWARDS: Didn't you call it a dirty 

scheme? 
Mr. HARTLEY: No; I am talking about 

the Countrv Women's Association, and I did 
not say anything about it being a dirty 
scheme. What I did ''ay was that, wh!J.e 1t 
has verv fine ideals, behind it all is the 
power of a political party. 

1\Ir. EDWARDS: That is absolute rot. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I am going to show that 
it is correct, and to give the evidence which 
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leads m2 to that conclusion. By the way, I 
saw by a paragraph in the "Toowoomba 
Chronicle" of Thursdav that Mrs. Fairfax 
called several times t0 see me about my 
remarks on the floor of the House. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Is not :Mrs. Theodore on€ 
of the presidents? 

"Mr. HARTLEY: She is patron of the 
Northern branch, but that does not matter to 
me; I am going right on. I noticed thar 
Mrs. Fairfax said in the " Toowoomba 
Chronicle" of Thursday last that she called 
several times to see me, but could not do so. 
If she did, it is not my fault that I did 
not see her. I had no information either by 
telephone or let tor that she was coming-1 
had no intimation whatever of her visit, 
except on one occasion when she left a message 
with on' of the Ministers. I would have been 
pleased to see h··r any time she called, or l 
would have made it convenient to call on her 
if she wished. I will connect the matter 
with the vote in this way, This Country 
Women's Association has certain objectives­
namely, the development of better conditions 
of the life of women in the country, the 
establishment of greater methods of enjoy­
ment. the establishment of maternitv and 
baby clinics, book clubs, and all that ~ort of 
thing. They are very fi,ne ideals-no one caa 
cavil at them for one moment-and will 
help to make the lives of the women in the 
country and in the isolat d iJarts of the State 
happier and brighter, and they are objectives 
to which I give my most hearty support. 

Mr. BRA!\D: What is wrong with that? 

Mr. HARTLEY: I will tell the hon. mem­
ber directly. I notice in their annual repori 
this statement-

" Inquiries for bush nurses "\Vere 
received, and were forwarded to St. 
George's Home, Brisban.o, where they 
received attention. Representation was 
also made to the Government for an 
allotment of money, w hi eh is set aside 
from the ' Golden Casket ' funds for bush 
nursing." 

I want to ask the Minister whether, when 
rcpr .sentations are made in any part of the 
State for assistance from any fund for a bush 
nursing, maternity, or any other scheme, they 
sho.uld !JOt come through the official channel, 
whtch 1s the hon. member for the district. 
This association should not be allowed to 
come into the business of the State except 
t!Jroug~ the me':Ilber for the district. (Oppo­
sJtJon mterruptwn.) The reason why I say 
what I have said in regard to the Country 
Women's Association, is that I am satisfied 
that it is in accordance with their objective 
that it shall be a political machine to support 
hon. members opposite at election times. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Not true! 

Mr. HARTLEY: I am saying it is true. 
I am warning our Labour women to keep out 
of it. 

Mr. MORGAN: Shame! 

Mr. HARTLEY: Anything that has been 
don<' in the direction of ma.ternity wards and 
baby clinics is now being done by the Labour 
Government, whilst hon. members opposite 
for years talked about it. It reminds me of 
the story of an old Greek who wanted a seat 
at a gathering. The Athenians were very 
polite but could not find him one, but a 
Lacedremonian got up and gave him his. 
The Athenians knew what was good, but the 
Laeedremonians practised it. Hon. members 

opposite knew that these things were good, 
but the system that they lived under and 
worked Jor-the capitalistic system-would 
not allow them to put them into practice. 
\V e differ there. As to the reasons why I 
say t,his is going to be a political organisa­
tion, in the first place it was formed by th& 
Brisbane Women's Club. Thev cailed the 
conference which formed it___:I have the 
agenda-paper of their first conference. There 
are such well-known names upon it as those· 
of Mrs. Anderson, Miss Ogg--

Mr. KELSO : Mrs. Theodore? 

Mr. HARTLEY: Not upon this. 
Mr. KELSO: If it is not, she has resigned. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It is not upon this. 
T.his is the agenda-paper of their first con­
ference. Mrs. \V. S. Anderson was the· 
chairwoman of their first conference, on 
Friday, 11th August. She is a well-known 
:'-Jationalist opponent, who in the Red Cross 
organisation during the war gave Mrs. Ryan, 
the wife of the late Premier, as much a.nnoy. 
ance and trouble as a political opponent 
could. Then there is ~l'l:rs. E. B. Han·is, ·a 
daughter of the Hon. F. T. Brentnall, 
formerly a member of the Legislative Coun­
cil. At that conference all the resolutions 
submitted were drafted by Miss Ogg--

Mr. COLLI!\S: Oh, oh! 
Mr. HARTLEY: And the seereta.rv of the­

Club, JI.Iics :Yiacfarlane. The President of 
the branch at Townsvillo last year was Mrs. 
Green, wife of the late member for Towns­
ville, Mr. W. H. Green, who was dis­
plac0d in this Parliament by Mr. Hynes 
These are reasons why I believe that thi• 
Country ·women's Association will eventu· 
allv become a political organisation backing 
hon. members opposite. One other point I 
would make is this : If this Country 
\Yomen's Association is not political or des­
tined to be political, why should they form 
their branches in every part of Brisbane­
Taringa and other suburbs? 

Mr. KELSO: To try to raise money. 
Mr. HARTLEY: They want countrv 

women. \Vhy go to the settled centres o'f 
population? 

Mr. 1\foRGAN: The city women have no 
votes at all. They are only honorary mem­
bers. They are only allowed to attend 
meetings and take nart in conferences. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It does not matter 
whether they have votes or not. 

Mr. KELSO: They are only there to raise 
the money. 

Mr. HARTLEY: If _this Country Women's 
Association is a.Ilowed to interfere in the 
bush nursing scheme and the baby clinics-­

Mr. MORGAN: Can vou not tackle it with 
the women? " 

Mr. HARTLEY: Let the hon. member get 
up and prove that I am wrong. The whole 
personnel shows that it is only the same as 
other women's associations, supposedly non­
political, but which afterwards opposed all 
Labour members. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's. 
time had expired. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): Fortunately 
the Committee can discuss this vote, or ought 
to be able to discuss this vote, on broad 
lines. In my opinion everything that can be 
done for suffering humanity should be done. 
The very best arrangements should be made 

Mr. Maxwell.] 
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to give the very best to anybody who cCJmes 
in that class. and it seems to me that the 
attitude of the hon. mE>mber for Fitzroy i6 a 
paltrv method of discussing the .-ote. He has 
talked about the policy and the propaganda 
of the Countrv ·women's Association. He is 
~ndcavouring "to drag· into this debate an 
atmosnhere which is absolutely unjustified. 
My e'qwrience of bush nursing associations 
and similar women's organisations is that 
thev do their work free from anv political 
feeiings. and hon. members opposite should 
welcome an organisation such as this. If 
the time should ever arrive when thev find 
that it i:-: using its influence in the \,~rang 
political channel, they can deal with it t,hm: 
but I \vonld just like to sa:c in passing tha.t, 
so long as the politics espous0d by such an 
association were the san1e as tho<Sc of hon. 
members opposite, it would lJB all right. I•1 
saying tl1at, however, I want it to be clearly 
understood that I coelsider that the Country 
vVomen's Association is not a political 
orga.nisation. \Vhy ha;"C hon. member" 
oppo!'!itc not a::-:~,;::ed their wivt> and si~ters to 
link np' 

The SECRETARY FOR I'cnuc IxsrRl.CTIOX: 
Ho\v 1nanv ::\Iinistors' vdYes have b{~Cn asked 
t) attend 'theil' functions? 

Mr. J.VIAXWELL: I r0ply to that inter" 
jection Ly saying that im·itations v ere e"" 
tended thro)lgh the preso to everybody inc 
terestccl. The mayor of the town in which 
the hon. gentleman is living c..tiled a public 
meeting and throug,h the press invit0d eveeyc 
body to attend; the opportunity was g1ven 
to them then tu attend. But why raise this 
quc"'tion at all? To rne--nlOl":.:' pa.rticLdnrl~· 
on such a Yote as this-it seems unfair to 
introduce parte' politic .tl questions wh<'n we 
are trying to arrange for some benefits for 
the sick and suffering. I would like to go 
further than ,ome hon. members have gono 
and sa'" tha.t from what I can learn ther are 
inetanc~es 1vhere not onlY the finest motor 
traction should be used i;1 cases of dire cli'" 
tress in the \Vest and K orth and CPntral 
districts, but, if necessary. aeroplanes .,houlrl 
be used to convey medic ,1l men and ll11l'''~ 
to outlying centres where it is not po,oible 
to have other maternity aseistance. 

Hon. :H. J. KIRWAX: Brisbane has ·' v-2rv 
fine an:tbnlancc; there is nothing Jiko ] t i;1 
the world. 

Mr. l\lAX\VELL: I om satisfied 
with the ambulance \\T have, there are 
imtanc~s of which old Korthcrn and ·w <'SL'rn 
people hav,, been telling mo and in,tances 
0Y('ll at the present time in TFhich aerorlaDP5 
are n~all·, necessary to reliev0 the si-ck aud 
suffcl"irw:: (hw of" mv friends on the frunt 
bench was telling mo th !.t be had known 
instances ·where women '\vho 1-o·erc jn need ,)[ 
ettention ,,Jwn their time h 'cl come had to 
ride 100 miles in a Lrrt. In a communitv 
such a6 this 'hat is nothing short of scanclai­
ous, irn,pccti\"e of what the Government 
mav mY or of what th0v have done in the 
ir,trDduction of matcrnit'~" homes and babv 
clinics. ~rherc are men on this side just a~s 
humane as an;- nn lhe other side. 

Mr. HYXES: Why did they net 'lo th 
sarnc thing v:hih~ thc'y --were here? 

Mr. MAXWELL: 'The an,wer to that 
interjection is that my friend was like myself 
-he was not in Parliament. 

:Mr. Hnms: Your parte ere in power. 

Mr. JI.IAXWELL: I am not going to caYil 
.about. what other people did or did not do. 

[Jir. JJwxweU. 

Those who did the pioneering did some 
wonderful work. In saying that I do not 
want to detract from the good work done 
bv the Government in creating the maternity 
honws or the babv clinics; but I would 
remind hon. members opposite that in that 
work they received the co-operation and 
assistance of hon. members on this side. 

A certain matter has been raised by the 
bon. member for Port Curtis in connection 
with the Children's Hospital, and I would 
not have mentioned the matter had not 
wmc of mv friends reminded me that I was 
formerlv associated with that hospitaL The 
Home Department or somebody else should 
clean up the charge that has been made. The 
committee is composed of honourable people. 
I had the honour of being chairman, and 
thet·e were Labour Ministers' wiYE'S. Labour 
r11embcrs and others on tho comn1ittce. In 
connectia'n with the calling of tenders for 
the supply of a heating apr~aratus, I venture 
to sav that the committee \vho were 
interested, knowing them as I do as hono:'r­
able men and women, will be able to grve 
an answer to the Minister, if he seeks any 
information. The matter did not eventuate 
dnrinrr my term as chairman of the com­
mittc~, a~d I know nothing whatever about 
it. I do not want to be egotistical, but I 
can SEIY that anything that I have been 
associated with will boar the keenest 
scrutiuv and examination. A most serious 
ar,·~nsat~ion has been :made against a body 
of d0cent and respectable people, and the 
lc:1st that c:m he clone is to give those people 
an opportunitr of dE'nying t~e. charge, .or 
giving reasons why such a conchtwn of affarrs 
obtained. It came as a very great surpnsc 
to me. I do not want to say that I did not 
hear something about it previously. 

Mr. CAHTER: The hon. gentleman has not 
been on the committee for some considerable 
time. 

::\Ir. ::\IAXWELL: Ko. I was not there 
when the tenders were called. Knowing the 
committee as I do, I want to defend them 
this n1orning because they are n?t in a 
position to defend themsclvcP.. Seemg that 
the good women and the good men who 
arc on the committee have done good 
and honourable work for that hospital. it 
is a pity that sueh a statement should have 
been made; but the hon. member for Port 
Cm·iis has now given the Home Department 
an opportunity to inquire into it. I do hope 
that it will be inquired into. nohnthstand­
ing that the Minister may think it is out" 
sid0 the control or the pale of lns depart­
ment bPcau,J<' of tho creation of the Joint 
Hospitals Board; but I would impress upon 
him that the Government advanced certam 
moncv for the condm·t of that hospital while 
the old cornn1ittee "\Yas in existence. It i-s a 
perfectly just and lcgitirnate request to 
make thi> morning in the face of the stat~­
ment bv the hon. member for Port Curt1s 
th"' t th~3e people, who are working in the 
interests of suffering humanity, c,honld be 
given an opportunity of saying- "Yea·' or 
"1'\ay" to the statements that have been 
n1ade. 

::Ylr. CARTF.H: Hear. hear ! 

Mr. l\1AXWELL: I know that it is not 
necessary to say that hon .. members. on this 
side were not .associated wrth anythmg hke 
that. 

:Mr. li'. A. COOPER (Bremer): I do not 
know whether this is the proper time to 
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discuss the hospitals supported entirely by 
the State or not, but, notwithstanding the 
views we may have in that connection, I 
think we should not lose sight of the fact 
that the needs of the dav must be attended 
to. The hospitals must be maintained, and 
they have to be equipped and supported in 
the best possible way. If the methods 
employed arc not entirely to our liking 
that is no reason Yvhy "·c should not 
encourage to the best that is in us the 
t'fl'orts that are bPing at pr0s:-nt n1ado to 
maintain the hospitals. The subject bring; 
up that old question of whether our good 
of!ices are to go as much to the undeserving 
a, to the descning. 'The Home Department 
to-day is somc,,-hat perturbed by this ques­
tion as to whether thl':V Qhonld give_• bi?· 
douations to hospitals that "·ill not collect 
fuuds or whether thev should deal with them 
all on the san1e ba:;t~. I know it is a very 
difficult thing to decide. \Ye bump up 
-against it, and we do not kno\v ·whether to 
follow the line of the Dombevs, the Scrooges, 
and the Perksniffs, or YYhether we ought to 
be a. littie more broad-minded and charitable 
and generous, and follow the lines of the 
Betsy Trotwoods. the Chceryble Brothers, 
and the Cratchitts. The situation alwa.ys 
arises as to whether we ought to withhold 
our donations because certain people will 
not subscribe to a hospita], or whether, 
bee'lusc the Government will not give dona­
tions. the peovle should gh e donations. Still, 
the question agitating the minds of a lot of 
n~ is whether we should do our very best, 
irrcspectiYe of "-hethcr " Golden Casket" 
funds are coming our way or not. I believe 
the people who are administering tho 
'· liolden Casket ,. fund should not give all the 
,.harity to the hospitals that will not help 
tlwmoelYcs. I do not see why the hospital 
in Ipswich should suffer in the matter of 
its donations from the " Golden Casket" 
funds becanse the workers and children of 
IpS>,·ich and the surrounding districts do a 
great deal towa1·ds subscribing funds for the 
hospit.al. I do not see wh,- donations should 
Mlt be given from the '" Golden Casket" 
funds in acemc!ance with the amount of 
work dmw. I trust that the view that will 
actuate tlw giYing of those funds will not 
so much be according to the needs as 
according to the deo,ens. In speaking on 
this question, I mu,t point out-as you have 
pointed out many times ~·ourself, Mr. Gledson 
-that the Ips1Yich General Hospital is 
helped to a very great extent more by the 
industrial YYorkcn of that district than bv 
aw-bod'· else bv a 'Y'stem of donations o,;t 
of 'wages. This' is the case more particularlv 
with the miners. Money is paid out ot 
their \Vagcs at so rnuch in the pound, irre 
sportive of the amount they earn. That 
amount is contributed to the hospital fund. 
'The miner., by resolution, have agreed to 
that. and everv miner contributes to the 
hospital fund. I believe that is a very good 
thing, and for that nnd other reasons c haYe 
a wry fine hospital in Ipswir·h. 

_\t 12.28 p.m., 

The CHAIR1IAX resumed the chair. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I think it would not 
be out of place here to mention that the 
" Queensland Times" has also done much in 
the matter of encourap-ement of the upkeep 
of the hospitals, and through one of it' 
0olumns-" The Children's Corner"-it has 
for the past few years endowed cots in the 

children's ward. In the first year it was 
very little, but it endowed a cot to the 
extent of £30. By doing the same thing in 
1922, the same good rc->ults were obtained. 
In 1923 the spirit of giving had so entered 
int.o the lives of the children of the Ipswich 
and IY 0st ::vlorcton districts that they were 
able to endow cots to the extent of £60. 
C )J to 30th J uno last. ,o wide-spread had 
become the spirit that through the efforts 
of the " Queensland 'Times," by its " Sun· 
shine Cot Fund," the children's ward was 
endowed to the extent of £150, and in 
addition they were able to buy two new 
cots at a cost of £12, and also hand to the 
hospit.t! ltn aseptic equipment costing £150. 
Duri11g tho~e years of ·dfort an amount of 
abou! £500 ">l"as raised directly, and, with the 
Govemmcnt subsidy amounting to £1,000, 
the Ipswich hospital benefited to the extent 
of £1.500 through the good offices of the 
rhilclrcn of the Ipswirh and \Vest Moreton 
districts, prompted by the editor and staff 
of the " Queensland Times." Things such 
a .. that should be recognised. vV e may not 
approve of the method, and we may saY that 
that is not the right method. I do not say 
that it is the absolutely correct method, but, 
as things arc to-day, it is one of the right 
methods and should be proceeded with. If 
we encourage the system of leaning on son1e­
borly else and sa~ving, " \V e need not do 
anything. Let us hang on to someone else," 
''- ·" shall havo our hospitals in a poor way, 
and the people will suffer thereby. 

The proper thing to do is to devote the 
wholf' of our energies to the upkeep of the 
hospital~, irrespective of th\3 manner in 
which it is to be done, and to pursue those 

methods whi;;h we think are right 
[12.30 p.m.J in order to bring them in at the 

right moment. It is deplorable 
for anyonf' to allo·w the poor, needy, and sick 
to snff()l' bccuusn their particular brand of 
ideas is not given effect to straight away. I 
hc.pc that throughout the State there will be 
.1 bPil er recognition of the work performed 
by hc,pitals. \Ye have had a fair amount 
of talk am] flapdoodle as to what th,, State 
sl10uld do, but I hope, in spite of all of it. 
that thr·se people will recognise that they 
ha vc a duh- to their brother, whether they 
like it or not. 

}Jr. MORGAX (Jfurilla): I am very sorry 
tl~<lt scycral hon. members of the Govern­
ment party have thought fit to attack that 
very fine body of \Yornen known as the 
Countrv \"\~ompu's Association. Their remarks 
if not, rcfLited will tend to bring about a 
dispnragt'tllC:!lt of that org-anisation. Tht~ 
a.~sof'iation i~ doing a wonderful amount of 
good \York. more particnlarly for the poorer 
classc>s. Many people in the country who arc 
\\'ell-to-do a,re taking an interest in this as5o­
clatinn. not hcc!USC they get an,\ benefit 
from it. hut because ibe·, have fur their 
objective the c· tablishment" cf hom''' >tt the 
seaside for the use and beneftt of !hat eee­
tion in their micht ,,ho canunt afford to 
engage rooms or a house there. 

The CHAIRMAX : Order 1 OrdN ! The 
hon. member will onlv be in order in dis· 
C'U5Blng that nf'ociation" in ."o far as the yote 
for hospitals is concerned. 

Mr. MORGAX: I am replying to an 
attack made on the association bv several 
hon. n1ernbers opposite \YhPn ~You 'wero out 
of th~ chair. The Deputy Chairman allowed 
them to criticise the association. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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Mr. HARTIEY: They are asking for a grant 
under this vote. That is why I referred to 
them. 

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. member for 
Fitzroy was allowed by the Deputy Chair­
n,an to make an attack on the association, 
and I am jFstified in replying to him. The 
<1ttadr "a" made by the hon. member because 
he clces not fully understand tho aims and 
objects of the association. 

Mr. HARTI.EY: I understand its aims. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! I 

understand that the vote for the Countrv 
'V omen's A'sociation is from the "Golden 
Casket" Fund, which does not come under 
this vote at all. I therefore ask the hon. 
member to confine his remarks to the vote 
before the Committee. 

Mr. MORGAN: I regret that I cannot 
reply to th" attac·k of the hon. member for 
Fitzroy, because it is desirable that I should 
do so. The hon. member was allowed to 
proceed by the Deputy Chairman in error. 
His remarks will be circulated in 
" Hansard," and I regret that through that 
mistake I shall bo unable to reply to them. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I am very sorry that you 
have not the opportunity to reply. 

Mr. MORGAN: Perhaps I shall be able 
at a later stage to make the remarks I 
intended to make now. It would be wrong 
for the remarks of the hon. member to go 
out iF " Hanc,ard " without an explanation 
from those who are acquainted with the aims 
and objects of the association. 

J\'1r. WI::'-JSTANLEY (Queenton): The dis­
cussron that has taken place on this vote has 
been an interc,ting and informative one. It 
is evidence of the growth of humanitarian 
sympathy in connection with those people 
who fall sick or meet with accidents and 
need the attention of the hospitals of this 
StatP. Hon. members were at first con­
cerned with the large decrease of £37 000 in 
the vote, but the Home Secretary has 
explained that that has been brought about 
by the fact that some people who had been 
gett_ing- privileges for some years past now 
havmg to shon]dpr the re•,ponsibilities of 
those privileges. That is fair and reasonable. 
It wonld be unfair that one portion of the 
s~~t? s~ould be. reli~ved of their responsi­
brhtres m that -drrectron and practically car­
ried <tlong by the rest of the State. The 
Charters Towers Hospital is an inland hos­
pital, and therefore does not come within 
the definition of a base hospital. Neverthe­
less, it is just as much a base hospital as 
2ny institution that is recognised as such. 
It serves an extensive area of country, and 
people from north and north-west enter it 
for treotment. It is one of the most up-to­
elate and best-equipped hospitals of the State. 
and, strange to say, has just as larO'e a 
number of patients to-day as when the popu­
lation of Charters Towers was three timf's as 
lare;c. That fact goe>s to show that it is not 
only catering for the citizens of Charters 
Towers, but for a much wider area outsi·de. 
The people of Charters Towers have alwavs 
subscribed to and kept their institution in 
good working order. They have not only 
provrded for the comfort of the patients 
themselves, but have had erected in a con­
venient situation comfortable nurses' 
quarters. There were some old dilapidated 
buildings used to house the other members 
oi the staff which were entirely out of keep-

[ Mr. Morgan. 

ing with the other building. The Home Sec­
retary, when in Charters Towers, saw the 
need for something drastic to be done, and 
came to the assistance of the committee in 
the direction of providing suitable accommc­
clotion for those members of the staff. The 
assistance that he rendered has been appre­
cirr tecl. to the. ver.v fullest extent. Any person 
acquamted \nth the work that has been clone 
t.here will admit that the better the hospital 
is equipped the better the medical services 
provided, and the humane provisions made 
for the nurse,, and other members of the· 
staff all result in greater demands being 
made for the services to be rendered by the 
institution. I reiterate now, as I have done 
in previous years, that hospitals, whether 
situated on the coast or not, which practi­
cdly sene the purposes of base hospitals, 
should got some other assi"tance than the 
payment of the annual endowment. 

So far as the maternitv homes are con­
cerned, I am proud of the- fact that some cf 
the northern centres which saw the advan­
tages that were to be gained, and the bene­
fits which would accrue, from the establish­
ment of maternity homes got their appli< a­
tions in earlv. The result has been that 
those homes haye been built and are now 
established on pretty sound lines. The 
advantages that have come to the communi­
ties where these haYe been established are 
practically untold. So great have been these 
advantages that inquiries have been received 
from other centres and from other States as 
to the basis on which the homes were ostab­
iishecl, their method of working, and the· 
cost to the patients who use them. In this 
connection the quP'tion has arisen in one er 
two instances as to the cost to patients who 
have taken advantag<> of the homes. I take 
it that the idea originally held was that 
those people who were well able to pay for 
the services they got in those homes would 
have to pay for them, but the people who 
needed th<>m most-the wives of working 
men-would not be expected to pay any 
exorbitant fees. This question has very 
naturallv arisen and been discussed. The 
Home Department, as a re.sult. has recog­
nised the fact that a maternity home should' 
be placed much on the same basis as a hos­
pital. Th<>t io•, those who need the services 
of the institution and are not able to pay for 
them should get those services in any case. 

RPgarcling baby clinics, it is natural that 
the.v should at first be established in the large 
centres of population, notwithstanding th'l 
fact that there are other means bv which the 
people there can get the required attention. 
I believe the baby clinics have rendered good 
service in th0 populous parts of the State. 
I also recognise that there are other places 
away from the large centres of population 
whore the need for clinics is great "r than 
in the cities. Little has been clone for those 
centres. Take mv own electorate. Thf're are 
ten or a dozen sma.!l townships in my elec­
torate, none big enough to have a hospital er 
a baby clinic, and I think something should 
be done for those townships. 

Tho Department of Public Instruction send 
out itinerant teachers, and clome<tic science 
cars are run on our railwavs to deal w·ith th-­
sparsely-populatccl districts which hm·e not 
the advantage of technical colleges or rural 
schools. I think something of a similar nature 
might be established, and that qualifiod nurses 
should be ''ent out to visit the outback placeo 
along the railway line. Those visits could. 
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be monthly, or even once a quarter would be 
better than the existing conditions. Those 
outLack folk are put to considerable expense 
to get to centres of population when they 
need medical attention. I reeommend this 
suggestion to the Home Secretary, and ask 
that wmething should be done. 

Regarding ambulance matters, there is one 
fairly large town in my ·electorate, and the 
ambulance is the only centre from whicct 
medical attention may be received. There is 
no hospital, doctor, or chemist. The superin­
tendent of the ambulance has to perform all 
the medical services rendered in that town, 
even those usually associated with maternity 
hospitals. In a place like that, which is 
not a rich place, it is a difficult task for the 
pc'ople to support the ambulance as it should 
be supported. The area is a large one, and 
necessitates the use of the motor-car. Con­
sequently, the rev-enue is not sufficient to 
keep the service well equipped, and I think 
such an institution is entitled to some of the 
" Golden Casket " funds. 

I have never had two opinions regarding 
i he disposal of " Golden Casket " funds. I 
think every hon. member will agree that when 
the department have these funds to disburse, 
maternity homes are deserving of assistance, 
and when it comes to a distribution in con­
nection with hospital funds generally, it 
seems to me that the " Golden Casket " funds 
are treated entirely different from endow­
ment funds. The ordinarY endowment is £2 
for every £1 tha.t is subsc;ibed. When a man 
knows that his £1 is going to mean £3 for 
the hospital, he is only too willing to assist 
the funds, and I think the " Golden Casket" 
fund should be similarly treated. 

At pre3ent those hospitals which finance 
themselves g•t nothing whatever from the 
" Golden Casket " funds. It is necessary for 
them to be financially distressed or bankrupt 
beforo they can get anything, and I think 
that is a wrong idea. I am in accord with 
the vi·•,ws expressed by the hon. member for 
Murilla and other hon. members that any­
thinv, grantf'd from the "Golden Casket., 
funds should be in the nature of a subsidy 
that would encourage subscriptions, whether 
a hospital is in funds or otherwise. There 
are quite a number of hospitals having 
£500 or £1.000 at fixed deposit to their credit. 
'l'hat money is not available to be expended. 
They cannot g·et the principal, and only 
receive interest from the fund, so that, in 
reality, while the amount is to their credit 
and appears to be available, it is not avail­
able; therefore those institutions are at a 
disadvantage. ·while appearing to be finan­
cially well off and in good circumstances, 
they are practically at the end of their 
finances. I am satisfied that every hon. mem­
ber recognises the fact that hospitals should 
be as well equipped and as well staffed as 
possible, so that thev m a v render the best 
medical service possible. I'know some p.copie 
who in this year of grace say that we are 
making a blunder in connection with the way 
we are conducting our baby clinics. They 
say we are sanng a lot of infant li>·'S that 
are unfit. and that it would be better to let 
those babies die. I think that is wrong, 
because a lot of infants die, not from sick­
ness, but from bad surroundings, and some­
times from neglect and ignorance. If those 
infants were well looked after during their 
early months of life, theY would grow 
physically and mentally stron'g. I, therefore. 
think that a better basis shoul·d be devised 
by Parliament for the distribution of wloat-

ever funds are available from the "Golden 
Casket." They should be used in such a way 
as to ·encourage private subscriptions, rather 
than discourage them, as at present. Such a 
plan would encourage the ladies and willinos 
helpers who are assisting to run our hospitals. 
It would enable them to keep the hospitals 
well equipped, and put them in. a position to 
render better service than the" have rendered 
in years gone by. I am sure' the suggestion3 
raised this morning will receive tho favour­
able consideration of the Home Secretary and 
his department. 

:VIr. WEIR (1l£aryborough): Dealing with 
the matter of hospitals, I think it is right that 
thco Government should keep their eyes on 
hospitals in all parts of the State. The good 
work already done by the Governmen~ can 
only be advanced by practical expenence, 
and by realising what is ha pp ·ning in the 
various constituencies of the Government all 
over the State. 

In :Maryborough we have been in the samo 
position as that set forth by other hon. mem­
bers. Our hospital, from time to time, has 
been languishing from lack of funds, and the 
burden placed on those responsible has been 
of considerable magnitude. That refers parti­
cularly to the maternity hospital-the Lady 
Musgrave. \Ve find that the available accom­
modation in that institution is anything but 
adequat. We are fortunate in this regard, 
that the Home Secretary has a Fcheme in 
hand, or I am told he has, whereby some­
thing may be do1,1e to lift the institution to a 
better footing. The Maryborough City 
Council have taken the initial step of asking 
that the area should he brought under the 
Hospitals Act. I notice that the committee 
of the Marybmough G·eneral Hospital have 
done nothing in this regard, and if the pro­
position gets any opposition at all, I quite 
expect that it will be from that committee. 
On the other hand. the committee of the 
Lady Musgrave Hospital hav·e taken a proper 
view. and recognise that some good may 
result from the new idea. 

What might seem small at first sight 
eventually turns out to be a large matter. 
When the effect of the Act is introduced into 
a district. it will at least have thf' effect of 
keeping the nurses from cadging at the street 
comer. I do not think that the woman who 
gives her life to nursing-and it is a noble 
profession-should go out into the streot and 
cadge for the sustenance of the hospital. 

It is the duty of the public to keep the 
hospitals in a proper state of efficiency so 
that they will be in a position to meet the 
demands of the sick. Certainly that duty of 
raising the necessary funds should not de­
volve upon the nurses. I trust that some­
thing will be done in regard to the resolu­
tion passed by the Maryborough City Council 
and that the Hospitals Act will be put into 
operation at the earliest possiblo date in 
the Maryborough district. That will go a 
lcng way towards making those hospitals 
what they should be. 

We have had a clinic built just recently. 
and within the next few weeks I hope to 
sen the clinic opened by the Minister, and, 
like the hon. member for Townsville, I hope 
i.o see the operations of that clinic enhanced 
materialiy. I believe two nurses could do 
a lot of good work in the city itself and a 
lot better work if they are allowed to get 
about with some decent facility at hand. 
After all, what is the mere buying of a 
motor car compared to the good serYices 

Mr. Wei?·.] 



(118 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

performed bv those 1vomen. It is a mere 
Lagatclk. If the nurses were not tied up 
as thev m·e with 'bus traffic, the,v could do 
fonr 'l.l' iiYe times as rr1uch useful work for 
the peopl<'. I trust. therefore. that the re­
ro,a rb of the hon. member for Town"·ille 
iu that regard ,vill be seriously considered. 

\Ye are in ihc position that the ambulance 
brigade in :l\Iaryborough is not in any way 
as,.ociatcd with the Queensland Ambulance 
Transport Brigade. 'fhis has been a burn­
ii.~g quo~'tion for some considerable tin1e, 
a]J(I I trust that the fad that they are not 
~"ociated 1vith the Queensland Ambulance 
Transpon Brigade ·will give the Government 
"Onle ecnouragen1ent to link up the ambul­
ance 1vith the hc'·pital. I am hoping that 
"·hen 1ve intwducc the Hospitals Act in 
:\Iar;;borongh. the ambulance will be linked 
up 1vith the hospital. If that were done a 
h. of work "·mdd Le taken off the :ohouldere 
cf the women folk which is not women's 
work. I sav that certain nocessarv attention 
tO men is~ not \York that women should 
fulfil. and ·for that reason the ambulance 
mr~n could do a lot of useful work and the 
\\omen would do better work if the ambul­
·'LC'C and the hospital were linked together. 
I trust no \YCakness will be sho1vn in that 
rr•garcl. ancl if anything is done in Mary­
borough that the ambulance and the hospital 
\vilt be in the same organisation. 

The Country "-omen's Association may be 
referred to uHder this vote in so far as it 
affect'· their request for assfstance, as they 
,,ate thcmsclH•s, to establish clinic,, bush 
nnr:::.i11g horne~, and maternity homes. In 
so far as it does affect these particular issues, 
l :;;ay we are justified in expressing our 
opinion of the merits or demerits of their 
daim. (/ne thing that makes me doubtful 
aLout the intentions of these people is their 
motto. They say '' Loyalty to the Throne." 
\Yhen I hear anything in the nature of 
.. Loyalty to the Throne," it :rnakes rne sus-
111cious. I wonder what happened to those 
people 1Yho were loyal to the throne during 
the \Yar. I am just afraid that these people 
·lt·siro to do othet· work outside their own 
Lnctio!l'-political work. I am afraid that 
rhe>c people .tro not only doing the work 
that they ought to do. Any ach·ance these 
pc•ople may get in any electorate should be 
at leasr submitted to the member for that 
electorate to see if it is justified or other-
1Yi'e. The Countn- Women's Association 
cuts no ic·c in :!\1at:vborough at all. and I 
clo not r hink this Government and I do not 
t;1ink th0 1nCn1bcr for Marvbo{·oucrh requires 
thC'ir assi:.;;tancc. " o ' 

:\Ir. :\IOH.GA:\: I rise to a point of 
crdPr. I would like to ask vour ruling, 
:\Ir. Pollock, as to whether the hon. member 
is in order in discussing the Country 
\\'omen's Association. You practically pre­
Y_ented me from baying anything in connec­
tton 1Yith that aHociation, and, if I was out 
of m·cler, then the hon. member is out of 
order in debating tho functions of the 
Cc>nntry \Yomen', Association. 

The CHAIRMAK : I have been listening 
ro r!w hon. mc·mber very closely, and I was 
0'1 the point of asking him to keep to the 
"c;tc and to obey the ruling I gaye a little 
'\:Dde ago. 

Mr. \YEIR: There was nothing further 
hom m~- mind that attempting to evade 
:,·our rulwg. J\lr. Polloek. I am contending 
tlwt these people do come within the sphere 

fJir. Weir. 

of operations of this Yote. I shall read what 
they are after-

"Other subjects dealt with includt;d 
the establishment of matermty waras m 
local hospitals and baby clinics." 

That must be discussed under this vote, and 
J suggest we are justified in criticising_ t~e 
form of the orgamsatwn. ~'l.fter all, 1t 1s 

our dut' to provide these matArnit:r wards 
and bab~v clinics and if the Government are 
looking after th~ir businecs there is no need 
for this organi"ation at all. 

l\Ir. MoRGAK: Does not that apply to the 
Council of Agriculture? 

Mr. \YEIR: It applies to everyone so far 
as I am concerned, but the Council of Agri­
culture is created bv the Government. I say 
to the Country vVomen's Association or any 
ether organisation, let them be as loyal to 
tlw throne as they can, they are not gomg 
tG interfere with my business without my 
resentin~ their interference. They have 
endea vo~u~ed to organiBe in l\1aryborough 
without anv succes~ showing conclusively 
tha.t we do 'not v, ant' them to put their nose 
into our business. This Govet·nment have 
done more Jor the maternity hospitals in the 
State than anv other Government. Then 
whv allow th<>se people to interfere with our 
bu;ine". I submit I am within the confines 
of the yote. I saY again that the very motto 
of these people rrlakes you dubious whethcr 
they are g<>nuine and wheth:cr they are out 
to do anything of a. matenal kmd to Im­
prove the conditions of the hospitals m this 
State. I haYe mv doubts. I heliBve they 
have bigger fish t~ fry. I bcliece you will 
find that this huge organi.:<ahon JS orgarnsed 
for one object and one object onl,-. and that 
is to ouet the people who are in charge of 
the affairs of this country at the present 
time. It is a political ,organisation _in _dis­
guise. I say that without any hesitatwn. 
\Yhy dodge about the bush? 

Mr. l\IORG.\N: Now that YOU have madB 
an attack on them we should be allowed to 
defend this organisation. 

Mr. \YEIR : If you do not understand the 
Standing Orders, that is not my fault. 

Mr. :!\IoRGAN: I had to obev the ruling of 
the Chair while you did not. , 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ac·k the 
hon. member to withdraw that reflection 
011 the Ghair. 

Mr. ·:UoRGAN: I did not make any reflec­
tion on the Chair. 

T.he CHAIRMAX: The hon. member said 
thato he had to obev the Standing Orders 
while the hon. member for Maryborough had 
not. I ask the hon. member to withdraw 
that remark. 

Mr. l\IORGAN: I think vou are most 
unjust, Mr. Pollock, seeing 1'vhat has hap­
pened. EYidently an attack can be made on 
an organisation and then 'Vhen we wish to 
defend--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw his reflection on the 
Chair. 

Mr. \:VErR: Take your gruel. 
Mr. MORGA:i'\: Very well, I withdraw­

very reluctantly, I must admit, but I shall 
ha Ye something to say later on. 

Mr. WEIR: There is another ph11so of thi<> 
hospital question that I wish to touch on, and 
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that b the necessity for .an insane ward at 
Maryborough. I am not dealing with the 
hon. member for Murilla. 
, Mr. MORGAK: If you make insulting 
remarks across the Chamber. you will get 
more than you want. 

Mr. WEIR: The hon. member for Murilla. 
has never found me squealing yet, v;hile I 
am not sure that you good Christians do not 
fn,quently offer insults to us. I have 
endeavoured for a considerable time to have 
<Jomethjng done regarding the establishm<'nl' 
of an In::-an(~ ward at l\la.rj borough. Years 
ago there as ~n insane institution there 
and I am vcry glad that science has now 
rendered it unneCe~sarv to l:ave an ins:'UlC 

institution there. I quite sec that it is ven 
y.nfair to expect people who are temporaril;­
msane or permanently msane to be taken to 
the police cell~, and that is the only place to 
t!'ke the)n to ~n Mar: boroug.h. a.t the prc·•ent 
tune. There 1s on record an mstancc where 
one poor unfortunate was taken to the police 
cells, and I am told he died in the cell. As 
11 result of !hat the Police Department issued 
regulatwns that m the future no tiuch cases 
should be tahn to the C<'lls. Wo are in that 
unhappy position ,that there is no place in 
thP clty to wh1ch msane persons can bo sent 
wh1le on the way to Goodna. 

I want to draw the attention of the Corn· 
rnitteo to the neccs,ity for an insane ward 
b~ing prm·ided in the Maryborough Hos· 
p1taL On ono occaswn, as I have said, 
unfortunately a demented patient caused a 
lot of trouble O\Ying to no accommodation 
which could be lJsed for the purpose. It 
has been stated that inmates of that kind 
should not in future be detained in that cell, 
but that would s1mply mean that some other 
place would have to be found for these 
people. If we look to the general hospital 
thoro for rclid in that direction, we find 
that there 1s no accommodation available 
in the building, There is certainly what 
n1ight hnxc b(·en intended to bo a padded 
cell there, but it is most inadequate for th@ 
purpose, and its position renders it useless 
or worse than uce)ess. It is immediately 
below the mam 'tmrcaso, and is far from 
being sound-proof, with the result that any­
body \\ho happeued to bo confined and made 
then:selvcs objectionable . by screaming or 
makmg a row, would mtcrfere with the 
·comfort of people upstairs and those on 
tho ground. floor who might be "·anting 
senous med1cal attention. I trust that the 

}linistor will find some means of 
[2 p.m.] assi-.ting in thio direction and 

appoint some ono to take the 
resp<;n,ibilih for these patients. I am quite 
crl!lvmced that the place for these patients 
should be so mew here m the grounds of the 
general h<,>spital. It will be necessary tha.t 
any prov1s10n made for them should be 
sufficiently far from t~1e main building to 
render 1t abc·olutely 1mposs1blo for these 
ur;fortunate people to in any way interfere 
w1th the welfare of those \Yho are receiving 
medical attention 

In connection with the matter of clinics I 
think that seriouo consideration should 'be 
given t.o pre~natal clinics. The clinics for 
the children arc useful, but the conditions 

-obtaining in the Lady Bowen Hospital 
aught be extended and developed in other 
centr<;J of the St~te. At the Lady Bowen 
Hosp1tal, the .me~Jca! men have voluntarily 
bmlt up the mstJtut10n from its infa.ncy a 
.few years ago to its present position. At 

fir,t there were only three patients a day, 
but now they are treating about twentv 
patirents a day. Apart from the fact tha't 
that hospital is doing good work, it is cer. 
ta ml:v not out of place for me to mention 
the fact that I appreeiate the good work 
the honorary medical practitioners have done 
in that institution. I think the work at the 
institution was first started by Dr. Gall, wlu, 
in turn was relieved by other medical men, 
such as Drs. Stark and \Vilson who were 
willing to giYe their services lree. These 
men are to be commanded for the good work 
1 he~· are doing !n their honorary capacity 
It IS qmte all nght to look after the little 
one after it is delivered into the \vorld, but 
cver~·onc knows the ·more carefullv the 
mother i, atteJJd,,d to the morP likelihood 
th('l'f' is of a healthy child being born, 
whf'rea~ a ,-nnnon '"ho "\'\'as ,_..,-ithout sufficient· 
care might produce a child which it would 
be impossible tD nurse to a health\ life. 
The proper car<' of the mother wilf go '" 
long way towards making the child heaithy. 
\Ye should certainly look after the child 
and do the things which are essential in 
that respect. but I think we should go further 
along tile road and couple with that ~.ystem 
of pre-natal clinics a system which gliaran~ 
tr,·s t.o the mother the requisite food and 
~ttcntion which are so essential, if we are 
to expect good Australian children. This 
vvoLild be another monument to the humane 
Labour Government. 

\Ye know perfectly well that no \roman, 
unle~s 2he is properlJ- cared for. C'an possibly 
rrodncc a healthy child, and I trust that 
\vhile ',;c deyeJop our maternity hospitals 
and baby clinics \\·e shall not lose sight of 
the fact that prior to the maternity there 
is a necessity for pre-natal treatment, and I 
hope to sec some scheme on those lines 
introduced bv this Government. I am in~ 
clined to thin'k that the babv clinics in :\Iarv~ 
borough and other cities 'will not do all 
the ·work -...vhich \Ve expect of thun for the 
reason that in all the big cities we have 
many members of friendly societ' lodgc;s 
.:nd those people will depend on the lodge; 
doctors. It is just as well, while we take 
advantage of all the assistance of honorar.'' 
11hysicians and others \VO can get. that '"e 
"hould take into consideration the desirable~ 
EC'' of the Government taking over the cue 
of pro-natal cases and thus be the leaders 
in another branch of humanitarian legisla~ 
tion in the Commonwealth. 

Mr. }lORGA:'\1 (Jl urilla) : I want to 3ac' 
something about the remarks which have 
been made by hon. members on the other 
side about the Country ·women's Associa~ 
tion. I have taken a keen interest in it 
and, 'Yhilst I admit that babv clinics and 
maternity wards have done ~ great deal 
for child life and mothers, it is being done 
mostly in the large centre< of population, 
and, if the Country \\'omen's Association 
wish to make an extension of that work 
into the bush in order to give the children 
and the women there similar opportunities 
to the women in the cities, there is no reason 
why they sbould not do so. It does not 
follow that they will be influenced by party 
politics or party jealousies or by members 
of Parliament, any more than the organisa~ 
tion set up by the Government in the 
Council of Agriculture is influenced hy 
members of Parliament. Because the r~n~ 
tral District Council passed r<lsolutions and 
sent them down to the Government it is 

JJ1 r. ill organ.] 
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not suggested that ·they were controlled by 
members of Parliament, and it is quite clear 
that they have a right to object in any way 
to thP decision of !he Government or the 
Minister if they so desire. The Country 
w· omen's Assoeiation is not confined to any 
particular locality. It is not a matter of 
one electorate, but of the whole of Queens­
htnd. They are working on a broad system, 
without considering whether it is the Mm·illa 
electorate or the Fitzrov electorate. It does 
not matter whether i1; is one or the other. 

Mr. HAR'rLEY : It. does matter whether 
they are political or not. 

Mr. MORGAN: Just to show the hon. 
member for Bowen what the Country 
w·omen's Acsociation propose to do, I would 
like to read an extract bearing on the town 
of Bowen. It saYS-

" Two mai~ objectives, to assist the 
town band and to establish a ' seaside 
home' on Queen's Beach, where three 
acres of land and £50 have been donated 
bv Mr. Daniels, and £90 has been raised 
by other means." 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. MORGAN: I am just going to show 

that this women's organisation which has 
been criticised by hon. members opposite is 
carrying out a great work. It is being 
criticised by hon. members on the other 
si de on the ground that it is political, but 
I want to read from its rules to show that 
it is not. The firct rule is that the associa­
tion shall be non-political and non­
sectarian. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! For the last 
time I ask the hon. member to connect his 
remarks with the vDte under discussion. 

Mr. MORGA='J: I am endeavouring to do 
thRt. The report points out that the women 
are f'ndeavouring to have bab'< clinics estab­
lished throughout Queensland. In their 
endeavour to do that they are being criticised 
by hon. membe" opposite., who state that 
the movement is purely and simply a political 
movement. I want to point out that, because 
those women have taken an interest in baby 
clinics, it does not prove that the mov·ement 
is a pDiitical one. 

Mr. WEIR: The fact that the hon. gentle­
man is backing them does. 

Mr. ::\fORGAN: Their first objective is 
tD look after the inter·ests of the women and 
children living in the country. A city woman 
cannot be a member of the association. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. MORGAN: She cannot have anything 
to do with it at all. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I hop. the 
hon. member is going to obey my call to 
order. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes. I am not going to 
do what the hon. member for Marvborough 
did; I am going to respect your ruling. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
gentleman has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

l\Ir. DUNSTAN (Gympie): Just in passin~?; 
I would like to say that I think some of the 
criticism that has been directed by hon. 
members onposite at the " Gold:•n Casket,'' 
and ostensiblv concerned with the administra­
tion, is actuated by a desire to discredit that 
art union. It is the desire of some hon. 

[Mr. illorgan. 

members oppDsite . to see that institution 
destroyed. I think I am safe in saying that 
if the huge monetary turnover by thO' 
" Golden Casket" a.rt union and the scope 
of its operations were compared with privatO' 
institutions, the work of the committee of 
the " Golden Casket" would have a very 
favourable record in regard to the number 
of delinquencies that have taken place. 

Mr. KERR : We do not hear of them all. 

Mr. DUNSTAN: I think som" reversion 
ought to be made to the previous system of 
distribution of profits from tho " Golden 
Casket" art union. They should be distri­
buted among the hospitals on the basis of 
the average expenditure and the scope of 
operations of the hospitals in the various. 
diBtricts. Take the Gympie Hospital. It is 
well equipped, it has an efficient staff, and 
is admirably managed by the committee. So 
much so, that for a long period there has 
net been a single complaint from the country 
districts or the city over which its operations· 
extend in regard to administration or treat­
ment of patients. Although it is not recog­
nised as a base hospital, it practically serves 
in that capacity. It serves in an admirable 
way a large and growing district, and at the· 
present time there is an ambulance brigade 
which is an admirable adjunct to the hospital 
as an institution, but which is competing 
with the hospital for monetary support, and 
ample funds are necessary to keep the hospi­
tal in an up-to-date condition. I think the· 
present method of denying those well­
managed hospitals a share of the proceeds 
of the " Golden Casket" art union and grant­
ing the money instead to those hospitals 
which are not given adequate support by 
the public is really a bonus on the 
laxity and slackness on the part of the· 
public in not maintaining those institutiom 
in the manner in which they ought to be 
maintained. I consider that, as in the case 
of the Gympie Hospital, good management 
and efficient administration oug-ht to be recog­
nised and encouraged in a proper way by at 
l0ast a fair share of the apportionment of 
the " Golden Casket" proceeds, and if that 
were done, I am satisfied that the well-springs 
of charity would not dry up in that com­
munity. and it would be encouragement to 
those hospitals and the committees to advance· 
along modern lines of efficiency. and progress 
for the wellbeing of every country con­
stituency. 

Mr. EDWARDS ("Yanango): I very much 
regret the attitude that certain hon. mem­
bers opposite have assumed in connection 
with this vote. It is a vote that the Com­
mittee could have well .discussed without the 
ir.troduetion of any party feeling whatever. 
It is a vote that deserves the careful con­
sideration ·of every hon. member without 
bringing to bear upon it a prejudiced mind 
and dragg·ing in the Country Women's Asso­
ciation. It is a great pity that has occurred. 
In mv opinion, the Country Women's Asso­
ciatio;., directly comes in in connection with 
this vote and I am going to show how that 
comes about. The association has taken 
certain steps in my district to assist the bush 
I1Llrsing scheme. When a nurse went to· 
Burrandovcan, arrangements were made ~y 
the association to see that a young g1rl 
accompanied her. Members of the associa­
tion on other occasions travelled over 30 miles· 
to help the bush nursing scheme. I know 
of instances myself where members of the 
association have seen that families vr·ere· 
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dothed and f"d, and that they received 
tr<>atment in hospitals. Th<'y have done 
everything in their pow"r in my district to 
bring about better conditions in the hospital. 
One of their officers is at the present tim·., 
a ·~member of the visiting committee of the 
Kingaroy Hospital, and she reports to the 
mothers in the various districts upon the 
workings of the hospital, who thereby gain 
a fnst-hand knowledge of the institution. I 
therefore regret that the association has been 
made the subject of a political attack, as 
there is nothing political about its constitu­
tion or work in any shape or form. I hope 
that hon. members opposite who showed such 
bittemess this morning will see their way 
ckar to assist the association in every possible 
way. 

Mr. HARTLEY: And get behind you m 
Nanango? 

Mr. EDW ARDS: For the information of 
the hon. member for Fitzroy, I might say 
that members of the association came to me 
and said thai they would not· under any cir­
curnstancE''5 •;'l;hatever ask me even to assist 
them in any of their functions. 

J\Ir. WEIR: You are putting the show 
. away. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! The 
hon. member is well a ware of the fact that 
I gave a ruling on this particular matter a 
while ago. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: I was not in the Cham­
ber at the tim<•·· 

The CH AIRMAN : I do not intend to 
allow hon. members to deal witl;t that asso­
·ciation other than as it affects the vote 
unclc•r discussion. To ensure that hon. mem­
bers will re"pect and pay heed to my ruling, 
I wish to point out that I shall ask the next 
hon. member who departs from that ruling 
to ree,{u1ne his seat. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): Speaking to a 
point of order as to whether hon. members 
are out of order in discussing the relation­
·ship of this association to the vote under dis­
cussion, a- the hon. member who first intro­
d•lCed this subject, I wish to say that I 
{juoted from the official report of the 
Com,(ry Women's As'i<Jciation, showing that 
their activities embraced the establishment 
and care of baby clinics, bush nursing, and 
other schemes. l submit, therefore, that it is 
in order to discuss the association when we 
are discmsing the establishment of those 
nursing schernes. 

The point I want to make is that this 
association in its annual official report 
.announced its intention of approaching this 
Government for funds to establish a nursing 
clinic. I submit that, if we cannot discuss 
the acts of outside as6ociations when we 
come into the parliamentary and adminis­
trative arena, then we are in a bad position. 
I sincerely ask that you, Mr. Chairman, 
extend the widest interpretation of the 
Standing Orders on this subject, particularly 
in view of the fact that I had a complete 
opportunity of <;liscussing it when you were 
not in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN: I would again point 
out that this merely bears out my original 
ruling, that is, that any hon. member i' at 
libert> to discusc this association in so far 
as it~ activities come within the scope of 
this vote, but only so far as the vote is 
-concerned. The nature of the organisation 

and its activities, apart from this vote, has 
nothing at all to do with the Committee 
or this vote, and consequently I cannot allow 
discussion in that direction. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: That is practically the 
view I was taking up in connection with this 
association. I said that it has a big bearing 
on the working of the hospitals and charit­
able institutions, which are dealt with under 
this vote. You will excuse me, Mr. Pollock, 
for saying so, but I cannot see where this 
particular association, which ha" been declared 
to be of no value except politically--

Mr. HARTLEY: I did not say that it was 
of no value. 

J\lr. EDW ARDS: That was said while 
you, Mr. Pollock, were not in the chair, 
and it is unfortunate that we cannot now 
clear an association which we believe to be 
working in the best interests of the institu­
tions we are discussing this afternoon. I 
therefore ask you, Mr. Pollock, to allow 
me to reply in a few words to the hon. 
member for Fitzroy, who tried to prove 
that the Country Women's Association was 
a political body merely because it did not 
put its request for assistance through the 
hon. member for their district . 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: Whv not table a 
motion to discuss this next Thursday morn­
ing? That is private members' day. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: While I agree to some 
extent that you are right in your ruling, 
Mr. Pullock, I think it is a wrong attitude 
to take up, seeing that the matter was fully 
discussed when you were not in the chair. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I did not say the associa­
tion was of no value. I said it was of high 
value to the community. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The hon. member said 
that it had no value so far as its work is 
concerned. 

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member 
deal with the vote under discussion. 

Mr. ED\VARDS: Yes. I agree with your 
ruling, Mr. Pollock, but I hope the occasion 
will be given to the Opposition at INst to 
clear the Country \Vomen's Association from 
the insinuations and criticism that have 
been fired at it during your absence frorr 
the chair. 

The CI-LURMAN : Order ! I may point 
out that there is provision under the Stand­
ing Orders to discuss any question arising i·<i' 
connection 'I ith a. matter like this, if hon. 
members like to turn them up. This is no~ .. 
the place to discuss the question, and I hope 
every hon. member will give me assistancb 
in seeing that my ruling is carried out. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Regarding hospitals 
under the jurisdiction of the Hospitals 
Act, it has been pointed out by other 
hon. members of the Opposition during this 
debate, and it is my opinion, that the rate­
payers are quite justified in making a keen 
protest against the operations of that Act. 
I think every fair-minded man will agree, 
whether he is in this Chamber or not, that 
every working man who is earning a fair 
wage should subscribe to a hospital on a 
similar basis to his neighbour. I do not 
believe that the honest hard-working men 
ever nsked for such an Act of Parliament 
whereby the payers of rates would be asked 
to supply the quota they contribute at the 
present time, while high-salaried men in 

JJ1r. Edwards. 1 
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f.:On1e 1n'3taners get off scat-free. It does not 
appl,· to the manual workers only. It 
applies in some instances to 1nen dra,ving 
salaries, and \Yho are in a much better 
position than the farmers in the country 
districts to pay a fair quota towards the 
upkeep of the hospitals. 

Hon. members opposite h,we charged past 
Governments with nDt having done anything 
for the welfare of Queensland in the way of 
assistance to charitable institutions; but, 
\vhen we take into consideration the forward 
mon•ment in this connection that has taken 
place in the whole of Australia because 
of the increase of population and the bring­
ing of people closer together, every member 
of lhis Chamber must realise that no matter 

hat Government is in power th0y must 
rist· to the occasion and sec• that everY con· 
sideration is given to charitable instittrtions, 
rmd to some extent the present Govemmcnt 
have no doubt met the case. 'l'here is, how­
•'Yrr. a good deal more to do, particularly ln 
the countrv districts. It is well known that 
in the larger centres, if there is any diffi· 
culty, those responsible can be got in touch 
with quickly. but in country districts there 

many difficulties to contend with; there· 
I suggest to the Homo Secretary that 

h" should not relax his efforts to extend the 
Lc·,t consider->tion that possibi,· can be given 
ro the country hospitals and also to the 
bn~h nnrsing stcdf. Bush nursing should 
receive the greatest possible consideration 
Too n1uch C'annot be said i11 nrai~e of those 
J"oble women who are prepai·ed to go out 
into the country and liYe far from rail·"·ay 
con1mn11ication-far awav fro1n anY fa('ilitic-. 
neee~~ary for nursing-~aiHI do the. YPl'.V be~t 
they po"ibl"- can under Yery difficult circum­
stan('CS to assist tht~ sick. Too ruuch assist­
ance in this direction cannot be giv 11. 'With 
other hon. members, I think that it is quite 
unfarr to penalise a hospital by withholding 
any of the funds because thP committee has 
])(•en keen and thriftv in the way of getting 
.~11bscnpt~ons _and has sucrceded in getting 
tlH' hosprtal mto a good financial position. 
That rs absolut0ly unfair, and it will have a 
tcndenc:-.· to lead hospital committees to sav. 
" \Yhat i' the. good of trying tn keep th · 
hos,ntal financml, because, rf \Ye t!o, we shall 
get no assistancE' whatever?" I hope the 
Homo Secretary will take that into con­
·"irlt>ration 'Yhf'n next considcrino· thr dis­
tribution of the '' Golden Cask;t " funds, 
and \nll see that the hospitals that are 
prepared to help themselves get full con­
;;;;ideration. 

The countrv districts should also receive 
greater consideration in tlw matter of the 
''tablishrnent of baby clinics. The Govern­
mn1t should not spm;e any effort in order to 
r;resene the child life of the State. We 
need every child born in the State of Queens­
land. and therefore I hope the Home Secre­
tar.v will give eYerv consideratiou to these 
all-important questione. 

1\lr. COXROY (J£uranoa): I do not intend 
to sa:-· an:ithing: about the Countrv Women's 
Aseociation on this occasion. I 'just desire 
to take tho opportunity of saying a few 

won1s in connection with the 
[2.30 p.m.] hospital vote, and to compliment 

. the Government upon their suc-
cess m connection with baby clinics and 
r:naternity honu~s. 

There is another matter which I wish to 
bring under the notice of the Committee. It 

[Mr. Edwards. 

has not been touched upon by other hon. 
!nombPrs. but to me it is a very important 
matier, and I think that eYerv hon. member 
IYiil agree 'vith rne when I "mention it. I 
refer lo that dreadful disease known as 
canC'or, wbi-ch, unfortunately, is increasing\~ to 
an onorn1ow: extent. 

The SEcm:TARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: One out 
of every six deaths in the population is due 
to it. 

_::VIr. C'ONROY: \Ve have yet no grant pro· 
nded for the treatment of that .disease, and 
I wi~h to g·ive reasons ;,vhy the Government 
should take the matter in hand. In the 
"Daily Mail" of 18th June last it is ;;tated-

" CITY DEATH RATE. 

" In Yiew or the demand in the South 
for a campaign to endeavour to stem the 
~courge of rallccr, it is interesting, but 
nevertheless alar1ning, to note the ravages 
oi this disease in Queensland. 

"The deaths in the metropolitan area 
of Brisbane for Mav totalled 186, of 
1-vhirh canct:l' claimed nineteen YictJ,ms, 
and wa~ exceeded only by lleart disease 
in lho mortalitv rate. Tlw deaths from 
cancPr thus rcjoresented roughly 10 per 
cont." 

I think that is a matter which the Govern­
m,cut sbould take in hand. in addition to all 
the good work thev hctYe done in connection 
with mdc'l'r,ity hon1es, baby clinics, and other 
matters which have been referred to by hon. 
nieinbcr,S thi~ 11iorning. :My contention is 
i hat a portion of the " Golden Casket " 
funds should bo utilised in an endeavour, if 
not to cure, at least to giYe relief to those 
unfortunate peonle who are suffering from 
this dreadful disease. The following is a 
qEotation from a letter by Dr. Richard 
Arthur. :VLL .• \., in the " Sydney Bulletin" 
of 8th Mav last:-

" Th0re a re certain forms of cancer 
(among others sarcoma) which sometimes 
respond in an almost miraculous way. to 
treatment by what is known as deep 
X-ray therapy or by radium and radium 
emanations. Other inoperable cases are 
greatly rclicYed, and have pain lessened 
hy exposure to these rays. The lament­
able thing is that, as far as I am aware, 
th0re is as vet no public institution in 
A n~traliu v,rh~ere patients can receive free 
treatment bv this method. I belieYe a 
public subsc!"iption was being raised to 
supply the nCC'ei·sary apparatus to the ~Ie_l­
bourne Hospital, but I cannot say rf It 
has materialised. I have tried to induce 
the Minister for· Health in Xew South 
Wa.ics to do something for this State, but 
he has ovidentlv mor'c important matters 
to attend to. 'It seems deplorable that 
poor persons are denied the help which 
some, at any rate, could obtain were this 
trerdmcnt available. A few private 
medical men have the apparatus, and 
very kindly treat a certain numbeT of 
indigent Jlu tients; but it is not farr to 
imnooe this tax upon them, as the cost 
of 'installing and running the plant is 
verv considPrable. I <~ould urge that 
evci·v Si ate Government should equip an 
inetituto-sav" at a cost of £25.000-
"\Vhere any persons in their State who can­
not he relieved by surgrcal means, and 
who arc unable to pay private feos, 
should be giYen the chance of cure or 
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alleviation of theie condition by treat· 
rnont by deep X-eay therapy and 
radium." 

I understand that thoee aee tv·o doctors in 
Brisbane who have the necessarv apparatus 
for the trc•atrnent of cancer, but that their 
charp:es arc '-ry high. I might mention 
i hat at the present time a certain person is 
receiving trcatn1ent frDm one of these ,doctors, 
and the fee--; arc £10 for each of the first 
two applications and £5 for each subsequent 
application. I am not objecting to those 
charges, becauoe I presume that the 
apparatus, what::vcr it is, is very expensive, 
but I would urg·e upon the :Niinistor the 
advisability of allocating sufficient mon<·y 
from the "Golden Casket " funds to purchase 
ibo apparatus nccccsary for the treatment of 
cancer, so that people who are unfortunately 
~ufl'cring frorn the disease may get trcatn1ent 
at a reasonable fee. 

Mr. PETRIE ( Toombul) who was received 
with cheers, said--To listen to some of the 
:sp0echr"' of horl. n1ernbers on the Government 
side of the Chamber, one would believe that 
they on that side were all humane, and that we 
on this side \VPrc all inhuman monsters. I 
can safely say that during the administration 
of the Homo Department by my friend, the 
hon. member for AlbPrt, ho was credited with 
bcino' one of the bc.;.,t adn1inist.rators we have 
revor~ had. :\:ot onlv did he do everything 
he could from a hi1man' point of view to 
ameliorate the condition of the poorer classe", 
but he also improved the lives of the poor 
people at Dunwich, and made thorn very much 
happi T than thev had ever been, and I 
bPiievc that at the present time the conditions 
there are not as good as when he left the 
Home Department. I give the. Government 
credit for all the humane legrslation they 
hav<' put on the statute-book, lmt I would 
remind hon. mombc•Ts, since the :Counil'Y 
·women's Association has been dealt with by 
f;Ome speakers in a yery unfair manner, that 
when th•: women of Queensland had the fran­
chise extended to them thev were the means 
of inducing the Government to pass much 
usoful legislation. 

The CHAIRMA~: Order ! I hope the 
hon. member will comvct his remarks with 
this vote, 

]\fr. PETRIE: I am just coming to the 
point where I can do •·o. Th0y were the 
rnoans of inducing the pr-evious Governn1cnt 
and this Government to bring forward !Pgis­
]ation of the natun~ '\'hich vve are discussing· 
-namely, maternity hospitals and baby 
clinics. I g·ive this Government credit for all 
they have done, and I admit that it was all 
very nevssar_1 ; but I want tc point out that 
the late Home Secretary had collected all 
tho n1aterial necessary for g·oing on \Vith 
such things when the previous Government 
were defeated. 

If they had had the opportunity, the0 
would have continued the good work and 
placed more humanitarian legislation on our 
statute-book. I give credit to the present 
Administration foe ;what they have done, but 
we are just as much in favour of humari­
tarian legislation as hon. members opposite. 
I believe that the selection of the present 
Home Secretary and the Assistant Home 
Secretary was a very wise selection, and I 
bPlieve that they will do all they possibly 
c.tn in the interests of the majority of the 
people of Queensland. I am not going to 
touch on the "Golden Casket," !Jecause 

sufficient has been said about thrrt. I .am 
very sorry that an:'\~ exception ,,-as taken thi~ 
rnorning to the Country \\~onH·n'::s A%ocia­
tion. and it is unworthy of those hon. mem­
bers who did so. Before n•·uming my seat I 
would like to say one word in connection with 
thc Diamantina Hospital. I think the Go­
vernment and the country are to be congratu­
lated on having the present 'upcrinterdent 
there, 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. PETRIE : Th'l Diamantina Hospital 
comes under this vote. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I cannot per­
mit hon. members to discuss portions of the 
vote and then discuss the vote as a whole. 

Mr. PETRIE: I understand that the 
Diamantina Hospital comes under this Yote 
of £207,310. The vote deals \Yith " Hos­
pitals," "Baby Clinics," and "Dian1antina 
Hospital for Chronic Diseases." 

The CHAIR:::VIAN: The hon. gentlem •n is 
quite right. 

?.Ir. PETRIE: The Government and the 
con1n1unit:v are fortunat~ in baYing the pre­
sent superintendent of that institution. I 
regret that her salary is on!:: £270 per 
annun1. If a n1an \VU3 in chargt~ of that 
institution, he could not do the \York any 
hotter and perhaps not as well; bnt he 
,, oulcl be receiving a considerably higher 
salary than this woman is rec0ivi11g. 

::VIr, \VARRE~: Does she belong to the 
Country \V omen's Association' 

Mr. PETRIE : I do not knmY. !Jut 1 
dare say, if the hon. gentleman ring.- np the 
association, ho can get that inforn1ation. 
R0ferenoe was made by the hon. member for 
:Maranoa to that dreadful disease. cancer. 
I think that ono pormn irr six becomes 
afflicted with that diseasP. though I am not 
certain on that point. I hope that some­
thing will be done by the Go,-~mment in 
the direction of relieving, if not curing. the 
people suffering from that dreadful disease. 
I know of cases in Brisbane, and with poor 
people it is impossible for them to obtain 
treatment, because even the X-ra\' treat· 
ment is a very expensive ono. I m1ly hoJW 
th" t before long the scientific \Yorlrl \Yill 
produce something which \Yi!l b0 able to 
cure this much dreaded disease. \Yhen dis­
cussing matters of this kind I hope tba t 
party feeling will be put on one side. \Ye 
are all apxious, or should be anxiou~~ to see 
the conditions of the workers and the people 
of Queensland improved in en•ry '"ay. 
Years ago, before many hon. members oppo­
'ite occupi~d the positions they do. the 
employees of the firm that I \Vas connected 
with-and in those day,; we paid £2.000 to 
£2.500 in wages a fol·tnight--Yolurn 'rilY con­
tributed their quota towards th<c stipport 
of the hospital. 

0PPOSITIOK MEMBERS: He<~r, he or ! 

Mr. I'ETRIE: They were not asked to 
do so. but thev' thought it their duty t<" do 
so. I was very pleased to hear fnm the 
hon. member for Bremer that the workmen 
in his di~trict also make voluntarv contribu­
tions to the support of the hospital. 

*:Hr. BARBER. ,'JJundaber{!): I:w y'tcm 
under which our hospitals are administered 
will • ompare very favourabh with the 
administration of institutions of a similar 
character in other parts of Australia. I 
would not have had much to say on this 

Mr. Barber.] 
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Yote had it not been for the fact that the 
hou. member for Port Curtis during my 
ab~cr1ce from the Cha1nber this 1norning made 
some drastic statements in connection with 
the management of the Lady Chelmsford 
Hospital in Bundaberg. I presume that 
there are occasions in connection with the 
carePr and management of any institution 
when some criticism might be launched 
ao-ainst it. After all, hospital committees 
a~e only human like myself. I presume 
other individuals are likewise, but, whether 
a hospital committee is composed of ladies 
or gentlemen, the administration ~f these 
fine institutions entails a considerable 
amount of sacrifice on their part. I believe 
that the hon. member for Port Curtis made 
the statement that patients entering the 
Ladv Chelmsford Hospital were compelled 
to g;) into the hands of one particular doctor. 
I wish to deny that. 

Mr. CARTER: I do not think you heard 
11H~. 

:'\Ir. BARBER: I have the hon. member's 
speech here, having obtained it through the 
courtesy of the chief of the " Hans~~d" 
staff. Practically every doctor pract1smg 
in Bundaberg visits and attends to ~he 
patients in that hospital, and I can venfy 
that statement by reading from the annual 
report for last year. Dealing with the hos­
pital staff, the report says-

" A change was made in the medical 
staff, Dr. Beaman re"igned in August. 
1922. Dr. E. Bm·ton Reed was elected 
to fill the vacancy, who, with Drs. E. 
Schmidt. E. G. Ihomson. and I. C. 
Rains, have loyally carried out their 
duties as medical of!icers of the institu­
tion." 

If the matron insisted on one doctor 
attending to the patients, there would be 
no necessity for the other doctors to visit the 
institution. I know that, when a little bit 
of gossip i' started about some Government 
or semi-Government institution, a moleh1ll 
soon develops into a mountain. This clap­
trap is passed on from one to another, and 
it tends to ruin the good character and good 
management of the committee. I claim­
and I have said this in this Chamber before 
-that I do not know of any hospital com­
mittee with which I have been associated or 
in which I have been interested that performs 
its work more efficiently than that of the 
Ladv Chelmsford Hospital. They are not 
a b;)dv of young "flappers," to use what 
might "be termed a vulgar expression, but 
-.;,rornen vvho have reared fan1ilies thornBelves. 
and in that regard, outside of profo8s1on,d 
1natters, probab1y know as n1uch as to 
\Yhat is ~required <~'} does the n1atron 
herself. I .am satisfied that il any 
lady patient wanted to have any particular 
':actor the committee would see that she got 
i hat doctor if he were available. Another 
'erious statement was matle by the hon. 
member for Port Curtis-I suppose, again, 
from hearsay--

:\Ir. C\RTER: Oh no. 
}fr. BARBER: The hon. member may 

haYe heard of one case---
}Jr. CARTER: No. 
:VIr. BARBER : The hon. member said 

that there were more septic cases leaving the 
Lady Chelmsford Hospital than were leav­
ing any other hospital in the State. I deny 
that. I say the hon. member's statement is 
incorrect. There wss a serious outbreak of 
pneumonic influenza in the hospital about 

[ll11·. Barber. 

two years ago, when there was a general 
epidemic throughout the State, but the com­
plaint was introduced. by a patient who was 
admitted, and ono or two died. That was 
the first death in fourte·en or fifteen years. 

M1·. CARTER: Nonsense! What bunkum! 

Mr. BARBER: I sa' it is a deliberate 
lie, and an insult against that institution. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask 
the hon. member to withdraw the expres­
sion that it is " a deliberate lie." 

Mr. BARBER: Well, it may be somewhat 
unparliamentary, but I say the hon. 
mE>mber for l 0 ort Cnrtis is prevaricating or 
tergiversating when he makes such a state­
ment. ThE> same sort of thing coc!ld be said 
of any hospital in the State or in Aus­
tralia. Probably I cou1d dig up some 
statements that I have heard of~cases 
that have been turned out of hosci a is 
in the electorate of the hon. member for 
Port Curtis. 

Mr. CARTER: Possibly. 

Mr. BARBER: Then why damn the Lady 
Chelmsford Hospital? 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the 
hon. member to address the Chair. 

Mr. BARBER : I thought I was doing 
so. Mr. Pollock. I was merely looking a 
little off my starboard bow. (Laughter.) I 
sav it is an insult to the committee of the 
hospital. I stand here as the representative 
of that committee, and I resent it. 

It is proposed to extend the hospital, and 
I am hoping that the money will be forth­
coming 1 o allow that extension to be carried 
out. Last year approximately 400 births 
took place in that hospital. 

Mr. CARTER: Good old Bundaberg ! 

Mr. BARBER : The hospital .does not 
cater merely for Bundaberg and its imme­
diate environs. People come in from con­
siderable distanc0s because they believe in 
the capabilitie' of the matron and the staff. 
I have my doubts whether a lady more 
f1tted by qualification could be found than 
the lady we have in charge of the ladies' 
hospital in Bundaberg. 

To show how easy it is to pick up some 
calumny ag"inst an institution, I would point 
out that a few months ago sensational state· 
mcnts were made in a district paper 
in respect of the Bundaberg ladies' hospital 
to the effect that it was costing £600 per 
anrium for cow feed. I immediately went up 
and made inquiriPs. I want to say here that 
I visit that hospital every time I go to Bunda­
berg. _'\.s a matter of fact, the statement in 
point did not refer to the ladies' hospital at 
all. A question had been asked by a com­
mitt_eman attached to another institution in 
the district, and the answer given by the 
chairman of committee was that it was cost­
ing about £600 for cow feed. Mr. O'Brien, 
the Police Magistrate at Bundaberg, said 
that. if that _was true, they ought to be able 
to purchase sufficient milk to ha tho in. That 
shows how easv- it is for sensational state­
nwnts to get -~bout. That statement was 
attributed to the> wrong institution alto­
gether. I found on making inquiry that the 
average cost per n1onth for cow fo~d-thcy 
ha Ye five or six co1Ys of a very gooJ typt­
was about £12 10s. to £15, and I do not think 
that is a vt'ry cxcc .. sive rate, especially in 
view of the fact that, if you had to purchase 
the milk and cream required and the 
lmtte1· made from the milk received 
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"from those cows, it would probably have cost 
rn·c times as much. That ·tat ·mcnt was 
'Lmply absurd, and it is on a par with some 
of the remarks made by my frie::d, the hon. 
rnember for Port Curt1f', I presurno there are 
occ~tsions vvhcn arcidn1ts happen at any insti­
tution. Ac-cidents happen in our O"\Yll hornc'l 
at times, no matter what our intentions 
may be. vYe have had a "dust-up" at the 
Bunclaberg General Ho,,pital, but I haYe 
tak(1 l1 'ry good care to keep out of it. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: The trouble has been 
adj Ltsted. 

:Hr. BARBER: I have always found that, 
when ""n outside individual " butts " into a 
family quarrel, he generally stops a "straight 
I £f." or something of that eort. 

The Bundaberg General Hospital is one of 
the finest institutions of its kind in the State. 
It is a well-run institution. and while these 
little troubles aris·e among the members of 
·committee, I do not know of any charge of 
mismanagement against the institution itself. 
I understand from the Home Department 
1 hat the Bundaberg General Hospital is run 
much more economically than most institu­
tions of a like character in Queensland, and 
it is a big institution. If there is one thing 
that stands to the credit of the late Sir 
Vl'illiam MacGregor, and one that ill immor­
talise the name of that. gentleman as 
GoYernor of the State, it is that the last 
public duty which Sir William performed 
before leaying Queensland was the laving 
of the foundation stone of the Bundaberg 
HospitaL I am v-ery pleased to say that 
since the old institution was established, over 
forty years ago, we have had som,J of the most 
capable medical men and matrons in charge 
that you would probably find anywhere in 
th~ State. I am sorry that, when some hon. 
members make remarks about these institu­
tions, they do not take more care not to hurt 
the feelings of the noble men and women who 
work for the institutions. 

::1-Ir. KERR (Eooggcra): I would like to 
preface my remarks in regard to this pal·­
ticular vote with a warm word of apprecia­
tion of the work whic,h has been done at the 

Lady Bowen HospitaL The com­
[3 p.m.] mittee of that institution is com-

posed of a noble band of ladies, 
,,.ho in their aclivities have given rise to 
sonwthing w hi eh is very necessary-that is, 
the Hving· of young life in the CDmmunity, 
especirJly in regard to the pre-natal clinic 
which thev have established. We owe a lot 
Df,. gra_titude to them in that regard. I hope 
that their good work will be in no wa;; dis­
<,<mtinued, and that a great many of the 
benefits of the s0 ,(cm originated by these 
ladies will be extended to other parts of the 
State. 

Recent reports in regard to hospitals gene­
rally, <md particularly in regard to the Bris­
bane General hospital, have disclosed the 
fact that there is a fairly large amount of 
money required to bring that hospital up to 
<late. I would ask why it is that the Govern­
ment haYc permitted the institution to get 
into the state which it is in to-day? The 
Gc,-ernment have failed dismally to overcome 
the difficultv in regard to the institution. 
V\'hcn they C:ame to the point that they could 
no longer control the institution because of 
the financial stress--

The HmrE SECRETARY: They were leaving 
the, rest of the people of Queensland to carry 
the burden: that is why. The Government 
carried it for years. 

192.1-2 R 

Mr. KERR: Do the Government not 
realise that a number of well-to-do people 
are not asked j,o-day to carry the burden? 

The HOME SECRETARY: They are. 

Mr. KERR: They arc not. The whole of 
the bucden of the· Brisbane hospitals to-day 
i' carried partly b} the Gm-ernment Gubsidy 
and p><rtly by the ratepayers' money. This 
is the point I want to stress: Where the rate­
payor is also an incon1e iax payor, he pays 
twice. but the income tax payer who is not a 
ratepayer does not pay twice. That is the 
pui tion, and the difficulty has not been 
solved bv the GoYernm.mt. The Government 
are Gav~ng then.0elYes many thousands of 
pounds to-day by calm!;.- placing the burden 
on the ratepayers. 

The HmiE SFCHETARY : In Mr. Kidston's 
time the Gm-ernment had to make up the 
financial loss on the Brisbane hospitaL 

J\1r. KERR: I am quite sati~fied that 
charitable cGntributions \vill never meet the 
requirements of any of the hospitals in 
Queensland. I dieagree with one of the 
members of the Hospitals Board, Alderman 
Jolly. who said-

" There are a lot of re,idents who are 
not ratepayers, .md the special appeals 
gave them an opportunity to subscribe." 

That is going back to the olden days, when 
people gave to ch.nitable institutions. The 
time hae passed when people are going to 
give to charitable institutions like hospitals, 
for the simple reason that they are asked to 
pay a certain a1nount of inf'ome tax, \vhich, 
in my opinion, was instituted for the main­
tenance of these institutions, and not for 
other purposes which I cannot mention in 
this debate. The monev which is taken 
from the pecplc and should be used for the 
upkeep of the hospitals is not used for the 
right purpose at alL To prDve the truth of 
my statement, that the Government have not 
h0on able to do what is nece'~sarv at the 
General Hospital, let me quote one or two 
remarks of the n,edical superintendent-

" In spite of all att~mpts to meet the 
den1ands. it is necessarv to often refuso 
to admit casPs and e;en sometimes to 
wa1·n ambulancPs to onl:· bring desperate 
cases. Complaints naturalh, arise both 
from thoee who are refused admission 
and from thosP who are reqLwsted to leave 
to make room for those much worse than 
thev are. The attention of the nurseq 
must suiTer under such conditions. The 
lavaton' accommodation is also over­
taxed." 

Another short extract-
" The most important trouble in the 

hospital, and one which is a constant 
source of anxiety, is the continued over­
crow·ding. Patients are kept on unsuit­
able couches in wards and on verandas. 
The ventilation is insufficient inside the 
wards. and tbose outside on verandas are 
exposed, particularly in winter, to the 
inclemcncies of the 1-veather." 

The GoYernment were faced with the ""pen­
diture of £150,000 for buildings alone. That 
is the amount that the Hospitals Board pro­
pose to spend over ·a number of ye""~''· The 
GoYernment, owing to their financial defi­
ciencies, conceived the idea of making the 
local authorities take the responsibility and 
of saving themselves many hundreds of 
pounds, 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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J\lr. FARRELL: Do vou not think it is a 
local authorih matter.? 

Mr. KERR: I do not. Let me ask the 
hon. member whether Dunwich and the hos­
pitals for the insane me local authority 
matters. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Then why not 
nationalise the whole lot? 

:\1r. KERR: All right. I have said in this 
Chamber many times that the hospitals 
shoul-d be paid for through the income tax. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: And in the next 
breath you say that the income tax is too 
high. 

Mr. KERR: It is too high, but that doe'• 
not destroy my argument, for the simple 
reason that the money is not being used in 
the right way. I do not think any reason­
able person can say t.hat the ratepayers­
that is to say, those who own their own 
homes-should alone be taxed for the up­
keep of the Brisbane General Hospital. It 
means a sum of over £20,000, or ~d. in the £ 
on the local authority valuations. vYhy 
should a man struggling on the basic \vage 
and attempting to become the ownct· of his 
own small home be charged ~d. in the £ on 
the value of his land 'I I oay it is unjust. 
Compare his case with that of the man who 
decides not to have a home, but whose 
il:'come is £2,000 or £3,000 a year. Such a 
man would get off altogether. There is no 
equity in that arrangement at all. 

Similar remarks to what I have ma.de 
about t.he Brisbane General Hospital apply 
to the Diamantina Hospital, which IS a 
Gm-ernment institution. If vou turn to the 
reports, you will understand that the Govern­
ntent have to give very serious and urgent 
attention to its condition. Hon. membero 
may be surprised to learn that an average of 
twenty-five persons a year die whi];,t waiting 
for admission to that institution. The Bris­
bane General Hospital has a number of cases 
that should go into the Diamantina HospitaL 
but there is no accommodation and a long 
waiting list. \Ve are utilieing Dunwich as 
a sort of temporary ac,commo-dation for 
people w.ho rightly should be in the Diaman­
tina Hospital receiving attention. 

The HOME SECRETARY: 2\'ot at all. Dunwich 
has just as good a hospital as the Diaman­
tina Hospital. 

Mr. KERR: I know that. 
The Ho:YIE SECRE'rARY: Thev have more. 

They have a resident doctor there. 

Mr. KERR: I frankly acknowledge that 
a number of people do not like the idea of 
going to Dunwich. 'rhey know that the 
Diamantina Hospital is the recognised hospi­
tal for incurables, and it is to that place 
they seek to go for assistance in their ill­
ness. They would be helped considerably if 
they were permitted to enter. The Govern­
ment should give immediate attention to the 
e"tension of the operations of that hospital. 
J'\o longer can we afford to talk abont finan­
cial stringency. That should not enter into 
any question affecting the sick, the agNL the 
infirm, and the incurable. The Government 
should cut out some of their other schemes, 
if necessary, and give the shicte~t and closest 
attention to those people. I hope that som·e 
notice will be taken of what I have said 
to-do.y, and that we shall get back to some 
equitable basis in connection with the up­
keep of our hospitals. The sooner we do 
that the better it will be for all. 

[Mr. Kerr. 

Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis): The hon. 
member for Bundaberg in his speech made 
some reference to the remarks that I made 
this morning w1th regard to the Lady 
Chelmsford Hospital in Bundaberg. I might 
say that the hon member is not the only 
individual who can gather information, and 
if he were as keen on gathering information 
amongst his constituents in Bundaberg as I 
am in my electorate, he would know more 
about the case. I am not guided only by 
my experience, but I am also guided by the 
information given to me by people who 
havo been in the maternity hospital in 
Bundaberg. I was told that an endeavour 
was made by the matron to force a certam 
doctor upon the woman to whom I referred. 
The woman had been to the hospital twice, 
but she is dead now. She was in the hand& 
of this particular doctor, and on the birth 
of the child previous to the last one she was 
sent out of the hospital in a septic state, 
and was in a septic state until she went in 
again, and she died from septic poisoning 
contracted in that hospital. I am told by 
Gther people who were there that a groat 
deal of septic poisoning is de a 1t with in the 
hospital. I was informed by no loss a person 
than a nurse who had been in the hospital 
herself that they were puzzled by the amount 
of septic poisoning in the hospital. I am 
not speaking from my own personal experi­
ence there, because I did not visit that 
institution. I can understand the hon. 
member for Bundaberg working the parish 
pump to some extent, because tlns hospital 
is in his electorate. I am not working any 
parish pump-I did not mention the hospital 
in my electorate. I am interested in the 
people who have to go to those places, and, 
if something is wrong, I do not care in 
whose district it is in. I am going to make 
a statement as to what transpires in the 
interests of the people who hav<> to go then". 
Matrons are no more perfect than other 
individuals, and no more are doctors. These 
mistakes may occur in other hospitals. Thi& 
matron might be as good a matron as any 
othe1·: I am not concerned with the matron; 
I am not concerned with the doctor. I am 
coEc0rned with the people who have to go 
to these institutions, and so long as I have 
sufficient reason for making- a statement of 
this kind, in the interests of the people who 
have to go to those places. I am going to 
make that statement. I trust that some 
inquiry will be made into what has taken 
place in that hospital. 

Mr. G. P. BAR="ES !Wancick): Whatever 
differences there may be regarding the 
administration of this hospital and the othe1· 
by hon. members opposite, and whatever 
differences mav arise between hen. members 
on this side ;nd hon. members opposite in 
connection wiih the Country ·women's Asso­
ciation and things of that nature, such as 
whether they are political or non-political, 
we must recognise the good work that is 
accomplished by those institutions. If they 
are political. they haYe no right to be politi­
cal, and I sympathise in that respect with 
hon. members who have raised that matter. 
WhateYer differences there may be, it is 
quite evident, on looking at the Estimates, 
not only for this year, but for years past, 
that m·ery hon. member agrees with the pass­
ing of humanitarian legislation. But humani­
tarian legislation was adopted in the past 
under preYious Governments. and may be­
come more liberal in the future. 
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The vote under consideration is for no 
less amount than £207,000. The aggregate 
of the humanitarian votes on the Estimates 
must be something iike £500,000, which is 
the best evidence that can be given that this 
Committee is in entire sympathy with the 
work that has been carried out among the 
afHicted of our land. The glory of this 
age and the glory of our civilisation is in 
the fact that it stands out <end helps, as 
no other period of history has stood out and 
helped, in directions like these. However 
much hon. members may differ as to the 
best method of carrying out certain things, 
they are in perfect agreement with the great 
objective. Whilst I differ with the hon. 
member for Maryborough in many things, I 
must say that I believe he gave expre,,sion 
to a new point-and all credit to him for 
having done so-when he made reference to 
the need of caring for women in the pre­
natal stage. If there is a time in the experi­
ence of womankind when help is necessary 
it is just at that stage. I commend the 
hon. member for his suggestion, as I believe 
it is just as essential to care for the woman 
prior to the birth of the child as it is to 
give the attention that has been and 1s 
being given by the extenswn of our bab;r 
clinics and other schemes for the care or 
the infant child. Any hon. member who 
has had to do with the people knows that 
again and again his sympathies are being 
appealed to in connection with this very 
matter. which has received very wise con­
sideration and attention. It could be worked 
economically and well in connection with 
the maternity hospitals that have already 
been established. 

\Yhile I agree with the hon. member for 
Maryborough on that particular point, I 
disagree with his suggest10n regardmg the 
amalgamation of the ambulance ibngade 
with the hospitals. The ambulance bngade 
has done a wonderful work, and will con­
tinue to do so. It has no need of Govern­
ment assistance beyond what is already 
given. The Government have treated !t very 
liberallv. There is no need to step m and 
amalgamate the ambulance with the h~s­
pitals, and I hope that amalgamatwn w1ll 
not come about. The two institutions should 
certainly work together, but my experience 
leads me to believe that the ambulance now 
receives a support that it would not receive 
should it be directly connected with the 
hospitals. It would not be so sympathetically 
or generously dealt with if it were directly 
connected with the hospitals. I am speaking 
from my own experience in connection with 
the ambulance brigade in Warwick, which 
is a great institution. In every way that 
one looks at the working of that very fine 
brigade one can only speak well of the work 
done. 

Mr. \YEIR: It is one of best ambu-
lances in the State. 

Mr. G. P. BARKES: Yes; J. 
another of which one could be pr, 
equipment, staff, and work of thL 
Ambulance Brig·ade commend then. 
every thinking man. It~and eyery li_, 
tution-advcrtises itself bv it< work. 

t know 
The 
.vick 

to 

is no ostentation about ii, but it adve 
itself and the State as the result of 
work done, and contributions come in p. 
portionately. 

I am sorry that I cannot agree \vith the 
new Hospitals Act in the way in which money 

is to be levied. I support very heartily and 
full.v the expressions of opinion given by hon. 
nwmbcrs to-clav to the effect that it is unfair 
that only the" ratepayers are to be called 
npon to support the hospitals. It veen1s to­
Jr, to bt- manife,tly unfair that the many 
wealthy individuals and single men who are 
living in fiat' or in boarding·houses, and who 
an~ not ratPpayers, n1ay escape from . con~ 
tribnting towards the upkeep of our hosprtals. 
Such men ar•' going to escape soot-free, whilst 
th, indu;0;trious n1an who puts up a sn1all 
home for himscli, the business man who is 
l'UJ1ning our enterprises, and the WE:althy 
n1an, are alone to 1naintain these institutions. 
Surely there should be a degreo of pleasure 
f'xperiC'nced b.v any man, no rnatter what he 
is, in supporting laudable institutions such 
cs our hospitals. 

I wi~h to s,ty a ·word regarding the erec­
tion of a mnt-Tnitv \Vard at the \Varwick 
Hospital. The Home Secretary knows 
(Xnetl;,- tl1P feeling in Vl arwick v:ith regard 
to that rnartN, The hon. gentleman gaye a 
n-'rY nice audience when he w·as waited on a 
f,,"; weeks ag,J. and expressed Yery capabl:, 
th0 attitude of the Government. Unfortu­
nately. the hon. g ntleman's proffer of help 
we:;; in the direction Qf saying, in effect, 
" If c·ou .,.,·ish to reap the full benefit, you 
must come under the Hospitals Act." 

The HO,IE SECRETARY: I did not indiralo 
that :vou y, ould ha Ye to do so to g, t " 
..:~.aternitY 'vard. 

:\Ir. G. P. BARXES: The hon. gentleman 
indicated that the short-cut noethod of 
achienng that object was by coming nnder 
the Hospitals Act. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: That was in regard 
to the nurse6' quarters, and not the maternity 
ward. 

Jl.fr. G. P. BARNES: Then I misunder­
stood the position. ·when the Minister was 
in \Varwick the two matters came up for 
e<msid€ration, and I understood the remarks 
of the Minister applied to both. 

The HO,JE SECRETARY: Since mv return I 
have approached the \Vorks D.epartment, 
and have asked them to send an officer up 
to report as to the class of building required. 

Mr. G. P. BARN"ES: Is that for the 
maternity ward or for both? 

The Hm1E SECRETARY: For bot.h. I want 
a report on the other as well, but there are 
no conditions attaching to the building of 
the maternity ward. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am very glad to 
know that. \Vhen the Minister was 
approached at Warwick in connection with 
this matter he was all that an~ body of 
people could desire, and I am glad to know 
that the door is open to carry out w,hat the 
committee had in view in regard to the 
maternity ward. and that, if they want ths 
full benefits regarding the nurses' quarters, 
it will be for them to decide as to whether 
they elect to come under the Hospitals Act 
or not. · 

I should YE'r> much like to mention the 
other matter that vou have vetoed. J\llr. 
I'ollock. I want to" a'~ure the Committee 
that I C]uite agree with what other hon. 
members have said as to the good work don& 
by that organisation, and there can bo no 
two opinions on the subject. If anything is 
attempted in the way of restricting their 
operations, I shall be right up against it. 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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::\1r. Vv"_\.RREN Piurrumba): I have 
alwavs realised that this vote is a sort of 
parieh pump affair, but at the same time it 
is absolutely essential that we should refer 
to the requirements of our districts. I would 
like to express my apprec1at10n of the action 
of the hon. n1embor for Fitzroy in so gener­
ously stating the po,ition in regard to the 
discussion in connection with the Country 
\Von1cn's .. A.ssociation and in urging that a 
discussion should be permitted. 1 appreciate 
his action very mnch. 

l would like to return to a challenge made 
by another hon. member in connection with 
the Brisbane General Hospital. I am refer­
xing to a case where hundreds of pounds 
apparently have been thrown a',\ aj. ·when 
we aw spending many thousands of pounds 
to alleviate trouble and ill-h0alth we can ill 
afford a waste of that Jcscription. The 
reason I am referring to the charge is that 
I hope the Home Secretary will take some 
steps to clear the matter up ono way or the 
.other. If there is a man in this State 
making hundreds of pounds out of the chil­
dren of the State, then he ought to be 
branded. 

To get b'wk to the parish pump part of 
thD business, I wis.h to thank the Home 
Sccreta.ry for his reasonable treatment, 
generally speaking, of the Beerburrum Hos­
pital, and 1 trust that he will remember that 
that hospital is absolutely unique in many 
ways. It is one of the most up-to-date insti­
tutions in Queensland, and it is run by one 
o+ the cleverest of doctors. It is well 
managed, and it is situated in a place where 
there is practicali). no income from the 
people. 

I want to impress upon the Home Secretary 
the nocessi ty for some different scheme to 
that which is in vogue at the present time, 
so that hospitals in particular cases will not 

be penalised. I quite agree with 
[3.30 p.m.] the hon. member for Enoggera 

that the hospitals must be 
financed out of the incomP tax-I do not 
.care if we have to pay more income tax. 
The days have gone by when we can depend 
upon charity. I think that charity to-day 
is one of the last things to trust in. More 
money will have to be provided a,s we go 
along than ever wa,s necessary in the past. 
W o have been asked by hon. members 
opposite why our Government did not do 
thic•. :My answer is that fort;;· years ago, 
if _you went to some of the pioneers on our 
lands and offered them assistance, you 
might get a black eye for your trouble. 
The whole system in rega,rd to hospitals is 
changed, and it was changing when this 
Government came into power. ~1ore assis· 
tance is now needed than ever. In land 
settlement, for instance, at one time a man 
with a family could go on the land with a 
bag of flour and a few tools, but to-day that 
cannot be done ; and the position is the 
same in regard to assisting those who can· 
not help themselves. The Caboolture Shire 
is helping to support two hospita,ls­
tho Beerburrum Hospital and the ·wood­
ford Hospital. Under the Hospitals Act a 
ta,x is placed on the ratepayers in the dis­
trict, instea.d of appealing to the generosity 
of the people, which wa,s very marked in 
connection with the upkeep of the Woodford 
Hospital. I think the Home Secretary will 
agree with me that the Woodford Hospital 
is the most efficiently financed institution in 
Queensland. The Act takes a,way the oppor-

[lVIr. Warren. 

tunity of contributing to the hospital from 
a considerable number of charitably disposed 
people, who are better .able to pa,y than the 
bigger section which is being rated under 
the Act. I do not think any hon. member 
is in favour of the method adopted of collect­
ing this tax or agrees with the way it is 
imposed. The struggling farmer in the 
Cabolture district who i' eking out .an 
existence will have to pay towards a tax for 
the upkeep of the Brisba,ne General Hospital 
or base hospital, whilst a doctor or solicitor 
receiving £1,500 a year and living in a 
rented house will not have to pay anything 
towards the upkeep of the institution in 
the way of rates. The Home Secretary 
must recognise that something will have to 
be Jone before we can say that we have an 
equitable system in regard to the upkeep 
of the hospitals. If the hospitals, the baby 
clinics, and similar institutions ha,ve come 
to stay, as we all hope, there will have to 
be some decent application of taxation to 
keep them going, beca,use the moment you 
cut out the necessity for charitable donations 
ever;rbody becomes unwilling to make them. 
Take the case of the Beerburrum Hospital. 
Only a little while ago it made a special 
appeal, a,nd I spoke to several persons about 
assisting it. In nearly every instance they 
saiJ, '' Oh, we have to pay the hospital tax 
now," and it was a, reasonable reply. At 
the same time, unless the Home Secretary 
give-, us something extra from the lottery 
money, we shall not be able to carry on. 

'The HOli!E SECRETARY : I do my best. 

Mr. W ARRET\: I admit that the hon. 
gentleman has acted generously, and he has 
personally promised me that he will look into 
the matter. but there is a broader considera­
tion than ·how it affects one hospital. It is 
,-erv fine to have a base hospital here in 
Briebanc, and no doubt it is possible to get 
better treatment in it than at little country 
centres; but, at the same time. I am quite 
prepared to say that at least twenty cases 
which have pacsNI through the Beerburrum 
IIospital woulJ have died if they had had 
to come to Brisbane. I can sav that of my 
personal knowledge, and I believe that the 
position is even more marked in the \Vood­
ford district. \Ve cannot get away from the 
oyetem of Jistrict hospitals. 

Ylan:· persons talk about the ambulance. 
I an-t ver\ keen on atnbulance work, and I 
am confid.ent in .. aying that we have 50 per 
cont. more efficiency than in New South 
\Vales, and that our system is equal to that 
in anv other cou10trv of the world. 

HONOuRABLE MEM~ERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. W ARRKN: That is no mere humbug. 
Having this very f1ne and efficient institu­
tion, it would be very foolish of us-until we 
can be sure of getting Qome better system­
to destroy what everyone in this Chamber 
has admitted is one of the very finest mstitu­
tions of its kind in the world. It ould be 
foolish to tack it on to anv hospital. As to 
the necessitv for district ·hospitals, let me 
take cases "of accident and snakebite, for 
instance. Unfortunately, they are rather 
freque,lt in eountr? districts, and they must 
be d<· t!t with right on the spot. It may 
appear that the expenditure involved. in the 
upkeep of a country hosp1tal 1s big 111 cam· 
puison with that purpose, but, at the same 
time. it is only wise for the people m ~ach 
district and the Government to consider 
whether it is not prudent to keep these 
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hospitals going. Rit,ht out in the \Vc·•t, 
away up in the :'-iorth-in whatever direc­
tiOn you like to g·o-the -district hospitals 
are doing a good work. The committees, 
the doctors, and the nurses work with 
the very best intention of relieYing the 
necessities of the unfonunate sick and 
suffering. I hope that the Ho1ne Serretary 
"·ill ·de,-ise some better means of dealing 
with thB a1nbulance brigades. If he were 
merelY to tack them on to the hospitals it 
woulcl be disastrous in the extreme. I hope 
that he will give very serious consideration 
to the t2.xation imposed in connection w1th 
tlw upkeep of the hospitals. 

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosr wood): I have 
listened to the statement' of hon. members 
opposite, particularly the ban. member for 
lVlurrumba, in connection w1th the taxatiOn 
imposed on the ratepayers for the upkeep 
of the Brisbane General Hospital. I thmk 
the hon. gentleman has taken a rather 
narrow view of the application of that tax. 
He state-d that a doctor might be receiving 
£1,500 per annum and living in a rented 
house an-d not be paying a penny towards 
the upkeep of the hospital. That 1s not 
quite COlTCCL. A man who rents. a propcrtv, 
whether he be a doctor, an ordmar,v work­
man, or anyone else, has to pay the whole 
of the rates and taxes upon the premises 
that he rents. A man mav construct a resi­
dence and let it to a doctor. He takes into 
consideration the general rates to be paid, 
the cost of upkeep of the building, the taxa­
tion that is irr,posed by the local authority, 
>chether it be a hospital tax, a general rate, 
a gas rate, or a water rate, and fixes his 
rent so that ihe whole of those rates will 
bo paid by the tenant. That disposes of the 
contention by the hon. member that such a 
p6rson would get off without paying a fair 
an-d reasonable share of the taxation, 
whether it be a hospital tax or not. Prior 
to the passing of the Hospitals Act, it 
appeared to me that the method of taxing 
the ratepayers only was quite unfair if 
there was no system of imposing a tax upon 
everybody. I am still of the opinion that 
a fair and reasonable tax on incomes applied 
g<'nerally throughout the State, not only 
for the upkeep of the Brisbane General 
Hospital but for the upkeep of the country 
hospitab, would be the fairest means by 
which we could make the hospitals efficient 
and thus enable them to carry out the duties 
imposed upon them. In the past we have 
found those who have had to bear the big­
gest share of the cost of the upkeep of the 
hospitals have been those in the business 
world. When there was an appeal to the 
people in the past, those who were appealed 
t,o generally were the commercial people of 
the State, and they were compelled for busi­
ness reasons to put their hands into their 
pockets and pay a great -deal more than 
they were justly entitled to pay for the sup­
port of these great humane institutions. 
The time is now ripe when the possibility 
uf imposing some sort of tax upon the 
whole of the people for tho upkeep and 
maintenance of hospitals should be taken 
into consideration. I do not know whether 
an equitable division of that tax could be 
'ecured by dividing the State into subdivi­
sions and allowing the income derived from 
that taxation in a particular centre to be 
allocated to the hospitals in that centre, or 
whether the Mini,ter administering the 
hospital vote could make a fair and reason-

able distribution of the tax to thr hospitals 
in the various districts. That is a question 
that could be gone into at a later stage. 
At pre',ent we have a system which -does not 
work out equitably to tho whole of the 
people. In the Ipswich district, where there 
is a large number of industrialists employed, 
a voluntary contribution is made by them 
week after \.Yeek and year in and year out 
to\\ ards the upkeep of the Ipswich Hosrital, 
and, a' a result, that hospital to-da'.'. 1s m 
o.s good a position as any other hospital m 
the State. 

::\1r. ROBERTS: I understand from their last 
report I hat they are in very serious diffi­
cultie-.. 

?.Ir. ·w. COOPER: If they are. they are 
not and have never been in the same diffi­
culties that the Toowoomba Hospital and 
man;- other hospitals in the State are in. 

Mr. RoBERTS: The award of the Arbitra· 
tion Court ".1s responsible for that. 

:\1r. vY. COOPER: A scheme will have 
to be deYised to obviate hospitals getting 
into such difficulties as tbev have got into 
in the past. The )dinist8l: would be well 
ach·isPd to trv and ew1l ve a scheme under 
\\·hich the hos.pitals will not have to depend 
en charity. The men who possess the great­
e.,L amount of wealth aro those who are 
most reluctant to put their hands into their 
pockets for such a humanitarian cause as 
the upkeep of hospitals. All hospitals have 
in the past ·depended upon the Government 
for subsidv. The common taxpayl·r furnishes 
that subsldv, which comes out of the Con­
solidated Revenue. If a tax was imposed 
and spc·:ially earmarked for hospihtls, thpse 
institutions would not get into difficulties, 
and the heated debate that has taken place 
in this Chamber to-day on this vote would 
never take place again. The Government 
of the dav have done their dutv as far as 
they poss{bly 'an. Every Gove;·nment and 
eyerv administrator of the hospital system 
of Queensland has found himself up against 
difficulties. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. W. COOPER: I beli0ve that hon. 
members on all sides are in accord in so far 
as a tax for the upkeep of hospitals is con­
cErned although differences of opinion may 
exist ~s to the manner in which the tax 
should be collected. 

Some criticism has been levelled at various 
hospitals during the debate. I have had the 
opportunity in the p~st of s~rving ~m a 
hospital committee, and one thmg wh1_ch ! 
fonncl to act verv deirimentallv to the mstl­
tution was the attitu-de adopted by various 
medical practitioners who were practis!ng 
in. and around the district wherP the hospital 
>vas situated. 

I found. as a nmmitte<'man, that -doctors 
were ouite prepared to take into their private 
hospiraJs patients who were in a position to 
pa,- up to a cnta in period. \Y.hen they 
found that the funds of the patJent were 
exhausted. the.v took up thn attitude of 
a<hising the patient to g-o to the General 
Hospital to complete the cure. 1f possible. 
I think that a contemptible attitude fm any 
m<>clical man to take up. If he found that a 
patient \Yas not in a position _to pa:v-.and 
a medical man will not take m a patient 
for nothing, unless he is very charitably dis­
posed-he should advise the patient. If the 
doctors owning private hospitals were honest 

Mr. W. Cooper] 
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they would make inquiries as to the amount 
of money which the prospective patiAnt might 
han' available, and if the patient. h<td not 
sufficient money, they would say, ''As u 
professional man dependent on my proff'')­
sion for a living, I do not think I can treat 
you and effect a curo vvithin a certain time. 
After making inquiries, I find thar .vour funds 
are not sufficient to pay for my professional 
services, and I advise you to g·o to the 
General Hospital." Tho GenE'ral Hospitals 
are provided with funds from the public 
pLuse, or from the pockets -of the public, and 
those hospitals should get the benefit of any­
thing that the patient can afford to pay. 

I do not think it is ne<. -ssarv for me to 
dilate anv more on this. I think the Home 
Secretary would be well advised to go into 
the matter of taxation in Queensland. so that 
\Ve n1a v continue to carrv out th • humani­
tarian . \York IYhich this· Government ha\'t:~ 
started. Let us get all the expert knowledg<O 
anrl the son-ices of ·experts to relieve tlw 
eufferings of those who are l!nable to help 
th0msE.h es, but if it is convenient for patient.s 
to pay, they should be made to pay. 

Mr. LOGAK (Lockyer): I would like to 
add my quota to what has already been said 
on this vote. I was particularlv interested 
in ~ome of the speeches mad> dur'1ng the day, 
and I wish to refer to th•;t made bv the hon. 
member for Rockhampton. I must. say I was 
verv much nleased with what the hon. mem­
ber- had to say. He made suggestions which, 
if given effect to, would be the means of 
getting over some of the difficulties 'Yith 
"·hich we are at present faced. 

The hon. member said that perhaps it wou;d 
be a wise pro,-ision for part of the funds 
raised b1· the " Golden Casket " to be used 
for the. purpose of constructing nurses' 
dwellings. At present there is agita­
tion in my own district for the pro.-ision 
of better accommodation for the nurseo. 
vVhilc the hospital is in a pretty sound 
financial position, vve are up against it to a 
cr~rtain extent, inasmuch as the co1nn1ittce are 
not satisfied as to just bow we are going to 
be treated with regard to future endowments. 
Sonw time ago there was an art union con·­
ducL·-d in con.nection with our hospital. 
Before I go into this, I might say that the 
Home Secretary's Department have treated 
the committee at Laidley and the Laid!. v 
Hospital very fairly, in so far as they ha,.;, 
given us a fair contribution from the funds 
available from the "Golden Casket." 

Last year I think our quota from that fund 
W.lS £240. About that time it was found 
necessuy to remove the hospital, and after 
removing it we found \Ve ~~vere son1e\vhat 
behind, and application was made for the 
right t0 run an art union for the purpose of 
raising fun·ds. The Laidley Hospital bene­
fited to th~ extent of £2,786 Ss. 6d. as a 
result of that art union. That hospital is 
workmg under the old Act, and. while it has 
benefited to the extent of £2,786 8s. 6d., I 
have received information from the depart­
ment that it is not their intention thiil vear 
to "uhsidise that amount. " 

The Ho;,IE SECRETARY: You will rret a mh­
sidy from the Home Department ~n a por­
iion of it. 

::Yir. LOGA:'-;': I am coming to that point. 
1 l'£'cognisc the difficultv oi sub~idisinrr hos­
pital>< ah·eadv in a fairh· sonnd An':tncial 
posit ion. I a"m sorrv that" the Secr!'tar .- for 
Public \Vorks, who control~ buildings, i's not 

[Mr. W. Cooper. 

in th,• Chamber at the present time. as I 
want to know whether, if the committee of 
thP Laidley Genent! Hospital saw fit to 
undertake the construrtion of nurses' 
quarters for that hospital, they would receive 
a. £2 to £1 subsidy on the amount col­
lected? I would like to know whether the 
committee would be allowed to carry 
on that building. and whether a portion 
of the subsidy now due would be made 
available so as to cover the cost of erecting 
nurses' quarters, without touching the money 
already in hand 9 I understand that the 
Home Department has no objection to the 
hospital ronnnittce going on with the erec­
tion of tlwse buil-dings. but I understand that 
"hen it is a quhtion of erecting further 
buildings we come under the jurisdiction of 
the Department of Public \'larks, and there­
fore the subsidy on this amount will only be 
at the rate of ,£1 for £1, instead of being 
£< for £1 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: ~o. It will be £2 
for Bl. 

:.Vlr. LOGAI'i': I am glad to hear from the 
Home Secre! arv that the subsidv will be £2 
for £1. and I ~m sure the comn~ittee will be 
pleased to hear it. too. 

The- Ilo~m SECRETARY: \Yhat the committee 
should do is to establieh a building fund and 
allocate a certain amount of monev to it. 
\Yhen thev are allowed to erect that building 
the Secretary for Public vVorks will subsidise 
!he amount at the rate of £2 for every £1. 
}1_; s:.tbsidy is only for maintenancE'. 

2\Ir. LOGA:;\J: I understood that, if this 
work is gone on with. the subsidy from the 
Department of Public vVorks would only be 
£1 for £1. 

'l'hc H011E SECRETARY: No: £2 for every 
£1. The only difference is that I get a cer­
tain arnDunt of monev from revenue for 
mn inrc'nance. and the 'secretary for Public 
\Yorks gets 3. certain amount ot money from 
loan for buil-dings. He subsidises from loan, 
and I subsidise from revenue. 

l\Ir. LOG A )I: The subsidy will be the 
san1c? 

The HmiE SECRETARY: Yes. 

111'. LOGAN: Thank you very much .. I 
rrppreciate the efforts of the GoYernrnent m 
connection v·ith the establishment of baby 
clinics. One of the most essential things in 
the countrv distri-cts at the present time is 
the establishment of maternity homes. There 
'is no .doubt that n1anv countrv won1cn are 
placed at a nrv great" disad,,a;:.tage through 
not- having proper attention in this direction. 

lily ·district is situated between 
r4 p.m.] Ipswich and Toowoomba, and I 
- am strongly of opinion that it 

would be a o-ood thino- to establish a mater­
nity home in the Yi7:inity of the Laidley 
Gene>·al Hospital. There are a great many 
people living a great dista.nce away frol_ll 
the railwav line who make La1dlev thmr 
centre. and" it would be of great bene"fit to a 
large area if a :maternitv home were estab­
lished there as soon as possible. 

Reference has been made to the reduction 
of the subsidv to the ambulance brigades. 
I am rather- s"urprised to see that reduction. 
The ambulance brigades have qone a won­
derfully good work in the State, and wher­
ever you go you will find a branch pstab­
lished somewhere in the -district. It 
has been difficult to raise funds from 
subscriptions in the respective districts to 
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keep the brigades going, and it is regret­
table that the Government subsidy on the 
ardount of the subscriptions raised for this 
purpose has been reduced. It is desirable 
to encourage the ambulance brigades in 
their work, which is supplementa-ry to that 
.of the general hospitals, and we should 
increase the subsidy so that they will be 
able to carry on. 

I do not want to pursue the question of 
the Country 'Women's Association, Mr. 
Pollock, as you have given your ruling on 
that matter, but I have had wmething to 
do with the association, and I know that 
:they are out to assist the hospitals in every 
shape and form. They have provided rest 
homes at the seaside, which will alleviate 
the necessity of people going into the hos­
pitals, and in that direction they have done 
good work in assisting the institutions which 
ha-ve been provided for sick people. We 
have heard something of their objective. 
We know that they stand behind all institu­
tions which are formed for the betterment of 
the women and children of the State. I 
regret some of the remarks which have 
been passed about the association during 
the debate. Those of us who ha.ve some 
knowledge of the work which these women 
do are glad to express our appreciation of 
their work, and to give them evc\ry credit 
for what they are doing. I have had the 
privilege in my district of attending the 
annual meetings of the association for the 
past two years, and have been greatly im­
pressed w1th the work they are endeavour­
ing to do. I shall always be glad as their 
repre,entative in my electorate to place 
their ideas and desires before the Govern­
ment. although I think they are better able 
to voice their wants themselves, knowing 
as they do so well the requirements of the 
women and children of the Sta-te. 

Mention has been made about the possi­
bility of reducing the assistance given to 
those hospitals which to-day are in a fairly 
financial position. but I should regret any 
step being taken which will make it harder 
for those people who ha-ve been industrious 
enough to make their institutions financially 
successful, while in other places the resi­
dents have been lacking in their support and 
·consequently their hospitals are poor. I have 
,,c.en indications that there have been protests 
by certain local bodies, not only in the Lock­
yor di,trict but right throughout the Sta-te 
a,;;ainM the present method of collecting 
taxes. The Lockver-Rosewood District Coun­
cil of the Local Producers' Association 
haw• protested against the whole of 
the burden being thrown on the property­
owners. They say the whole of the people 
of the State should be contributors to the 
upkeep of the hospitals, and in my opinion 
that view is quite justified. In man;­
towm business people. may not contn­
bute at all because thcv ,do not own 
any !and, while the unfortunate man who 
holds la,nd either in the town or outside 
has to bear the whole burden. Whilst the 
. amount of the taxation thrown on these 
landholders may not be heavy, there are 
people living in these districts who would 
probably contribute to the hospital every 
year under the old system, or whenever an 
appeal is made to them. I always do when­
ever the opportunity is presentAd to me; 
:but by instituting this method of taxation 
there is a possibility that those people will 
withdraw their contributions and pay much 

less in taxation tha.n thev are paying by 
subscription at present. I 'would like to see 
the scope of the Hospitals Act enlarged so 
that evervbodv in the communitv would 
have to contribute something. Such a con­
tribution has been referred to as a poll tax, 
but it is only a reasonable thing. In con­
clusion, I hope that the payment of the 
subsidy to the Laidley Hoepita.l will be 
can ied out faithfully, and that everything 
v·ill be done to assist hospitals where 
n0cessary. 

At 4.7 p.m., 
::\lr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

:VIr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): I 
haYe already had something to say with 
reference to the hospitals, a-nd I would not 
have risen again had I not noticed that the 
hon. member for Fitzroy has made some 
reference to the Country Women's Associa­
tion. I "-ant to deny the statements made 
bv the hon. member, and say in definite 
terms that the Toowoomba bra-nch of the 
organisation has actually done work con­
nected with the baby clinics. 

The TE~1PORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. member is not in order in dealing with 
that association. 

:Vlr. ROBERTS: I am not going to dis­
agree with your ruling, Mr. Cooper, if you 
will not allow me to discus~ it, but I want 
to show where the Toowoomba. branch has 
actually been dealing with the baby clinics. 
I have here the report of the committee 
presented at the annual meeting in Feb­
ruary, 1924. I may say that it was proposed 
to put the baby clinic in Toowoomba. in a, 
most unsuitable part of the town, and it is 
pointed out in this report that the committee 
had been instrumental in making successful 
representations to the Minister in charge of 
the administration of the clinics as to the 
desirability of changing the site. 

In their report the Country Women's 
Asso0iation referred to the matter. The 
report sa:,~s-

" vYe were also instrumental in having 
the site of the baby clinic removed to 
its present position, from a most unsuit­
able p~rt of the town." 

Mr. HARTLEY: Where was the member for 
the district ; 

·Mr. ROBERTS: The member for the 
district was the then Assistant Home Secre 
tary. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY : Thev made their 
representations to the member for the 
district. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I do not want to hide 
anything. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You are hiding something. 
I have recommended that the representations 
br made through the member for the district . 

Mr. ROBERTS: A certain amount of 
public money was to be expended, and it 
was found that the site was not a suitable 
one, but I am not concerned with that for 
the moment. I am not saying to whom 
they made their representations. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. gentleman is 
trying to step round it. 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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Mr. ROBERTS: I am not trying to step 
round anything. 

Mr. WEm: You want to give the "sticky­
beako" a go. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I think it is disgusting 
to apply the term " stick~·-beaks" to such 
an honourable body of women. 

Mr. KERR: Sc11ndalous! 
Mr. ROBERTS: They are a credit to the 

Siate of Queensland, and the Commonwealth 
of Australia. 

Mr. \VEIR: The hon gentleman is not 
cutting much ice with us. 

Mr. ROBERTS: These women undertook 
the very big problem of providing a home 
for the children of waiting mothers and 
invalid mothers. Do hon. members opposite 
object to that 1 'J'he object of the associa· 
tion is to do the best they can for the 
,,·omankind of the State. A considerable 
amount has been ,aid about the taxation 
imposed for the upkeep of the hospitals. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR:\1AX: Order! 
It is not competent on the Estimates to di,­
cuss the merits or demerits of an-c Act of 
Parliament or prospective Act of Parlia­
ment. 

Mr. ROBERTS: \Ve have one Chairman 
who allo"s a discussion on this matter, and 
then another who forbids it. I heard cer­
tain hon. members discussing this phase 
of taxation about five minutes ago, but we 
now have a change of Chairman and a 
change of ruling. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA~: Order! 
The hon. gentleman has exhausted the time 
allowed him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Pitzroy): I want to have 
no misunderstanding as to my attitude in 
connection with assistance to baby clinics, 
bush nursing schemes, or anything else. 
\Vhat I did ask the Home Socretarv at the 
commencement of my address, after' quoting 
a passage from iho report of the Country· 
'Women's Association. was that anv recom­
mendations which thm made which tres­
pa'5ed on the duties o( a member of Parlia­
ment should be made through his acting as 
their representative, and by those means any 
political tendency would be avoided. The 
hon. member for East Toowoomba empha­
sised my recommendation when speaking of 
the baby clinic at Toowoomba. He con­
firmed what I said would happen. What I 
said would happen did happen at Too­
woomba in connection with the baby clinic. 

Mr. RoBERTS: The site was previously in 
my electorate. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. gentleman did 
not say so. He said it was in the electorate 
of the present Secretary for Public Instruc­
tion. He emphasises what I have said by 
quoting from their own report to show that 
they were instrumental in having the site 
removed from a c0rtain place to a more 
central situation. Where was the hon. mem­
ber when he did not see that the haby clinic 
was erected on the site where it was re­
quired? 

Mr. RoBERTS: I had been to the department 
and made representations prior to that. 

Mr. IIARTLEY: Do you mean to say that 
the Count,rv \Yomen's Association 0xercised 
more influence with the Minister than you 
did? 

Mr. ROBERTS: I do not say that at all. 

[Mr·. Robats. 

Mr. IIARTLEY: The hon. member said 
that he ma,de representations to the Horn•' 
Secretary, and that the Country \Vomen's 
A'sociation subs:·quently saw that gentleman 
and got the site altered. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Ko, that is quite wrong. 
'The HOl\IE SECRLrARY: The Secretary for 

Public Instruction. who wa' then Assistant 
Home Secretary, is the hon. member for 
Toowoomba. The Country \Vomen's Associa­
tion waited on him, he in turn waited on me, 
and I consented to the alteration of the site. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I would not like to be 
the Rolomon to decide who got the baby 
clinic removed to its present site. (Laughter.) 
Th~ HO\IE SECRETARY: Because the Secre­

tary for PuLlic Instruction introduced the 
matter to nw as hen. member for Toowoomb,,. 
I gave him the credit for having represented 
it officially t,, me. 

Mr. IIARTLEY: No hon. member recoi;­
niscs more than I do the value of an as,.oci:l­
tion of women without any political objedive, 
who band themsolv,es together to advance the 
cause of women and secure the establish­
ment of babv clinics and such schemes. ~What 
I ha YC said; and what I do say, is that any 
association whose executive and principal 
officers are well-known and bitter opponents 
of the Labour party can only expect that 
members of thP Labour part_\- will view thcJ,l 
with suspicion as a political party. 

Mr. WEIR: Hear. hear! 
Mr. HARTLEY: 'There is just one othet· 

matter that I would lik.• the Home Secretary 
to touch on when he is replying, and that 
is in relation to the establishment of the 
seven bush nursing schemes. I want to show 
the significance of the good work of that 
association, and how these things \York. Those 
,.chemcs have b-aen established at Amiem, m 
the Carnarvon electorate: Gecil Plains, in the 
Dalby electorate; Coomiuya, in the Stanley 
eloc.torate: Tar a, in the Mm·illa electorate, 
Bnrrando" an, in the K anango electorate; 
Gunnewin, in the Maranoa cleetorat<': and 
Ubobo. which I believe is in th Port Curtis 
electorate. 'l'hat shows where the power of 
that association has been working. Such a 
scheme is absolutely necessary, and will do 
good work in these centres, but why in these 
places the.v are established and not in those 
places which are more remote from the bi~ 
centres, and where bush nursing is needed, I 
cannot understand. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop­
ford, ,}I aunt M organ): It has always b._en 
the practice when representations are made 
to me by anybody which affect the interest 
of an hon. member of any electorate, to first 
consult that hon. member.· (Hear, hear~) Th;:, 
matter of the seven bush nursing homes men­
tioned bv the hon. member for Fitzroy do ·s 
not come under the Home Depariment, 
because the Bush Nursing Association has 
provided the money for their own schemes. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Don't you provide them with 
£100 per year for each home? 

The HOME SECRET\.RY: The Home 
Department has secured a vote of £100 a 
vear from the ·' Golden Casket " funds for 
~ach of ihe homes. That is a very profitable 
investment for the department, because if it 
were not for such schemes we would probably 
have to provide hospitaJ accommodation in 
the districts where the'. are centred. 

Mr. WEIR: Why ar~ they all situated in 
Tory centres? 
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The HOME SECRETARY: We did not 
ask what centre they were to be established 
in. The application was received from the 
association and dealt with on its merits. 

OPPOSITION ME}!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KERR: As it should be. 
Mr. HARTLEY: It is evidence of the activih 

of the people in that district. · 

Thr> HOME SECRETARY: That may be 
so. I ean only Judge the matters that come 
before me. The hon. member for Bm·rum 
asked for certain information, which I desire 
to supply. The cost of endowment as at 30th 
June, 1923, "ir .ts-

Hcspitalc 
Ambulance brigades 

Total 

£ s. d. 
186.896 6 1 
44,388 6 11 

£231,284 13 0 

To make up that amount the payment from 
the " Golden Casket " was £61,284 13s. In 
addition to that, a further amount was allo­
c~ted from the "Goldell Casket" funds of 
£65,000. 

The statement has been made that a 
Byetem should b!' evolved wherebY we could 
mpport our hos11itals by means of.the income 
tax. While the debate was taking place I 
worked out the total expenditure for hos­
rdals for last yt•ar. so that hon. members 
may r~Qlise what the proposal to meet this 
charge by additional income tax would mean 
to the State. 

Mr. RoBERTS : I could not get a chance to 
illustrate the subject to the Chamber. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I will quote 
without talking of taxation at all what th~ 
expenditure has been from all .;ources for 
the upkeep of our hospitals and ambulances. 
I shall give the figures for 1922 as the 
figures for 1923 are not available. ' In that 
year the cost of upkeep of our hospitals, 
mcluding the Brisbane General Hospttal, 
was £483.984. The cost of the upkeep of the 
an1bulanc''" had increased until it repre­
sented £113.823, or a total for the two of 
OYer £600,000. I can assure hon. members 
that the figtHcs for 1923 will be over £500,000. 

Mr. WARREN: Is that for the whole State? 

The HOl\IE SECRETARY: Yes: and it is 
extraordinary for the population ·we have. 
That will give some idea of the position con­
fronting us if we alter the present svstem. 
Naturally, on every discussion on a vote 
affecting the hospitals, the question of the 
application of '· Golden Casket'' funds comes 
up for eonsideration. I want hon. members 
to appreciate the fact that the "Golden 
Casket" funds are allocated onh with a 
desire to <Jssist in a fair and legiti"mate way 
those hospitals requiring assistance. Ko set 
scheme can be evolved that will operate in 
such a '" "Y thHt every hon. member will con­
sider his particular distrid fairly dealt with. 
I s~all take the case of the Miles Hospital, 
whtch was menhoned to,day by the hon. 
<rlernbcr for Mm·illa. 

In 1920-21 the grant to the Miles Hospital 
was £494 10s. The following vear the con­
dition of. the hospital was w0rse, and the 
vote wr" mcreased to £791 6s. 3d. In 1922-23 
it Wits reduced to £500. Last vear no 
" Golden Casket " grant was mad'e. The 
reason was that the balanee-sheet submitted 
to th~ Home .Secretary's office disclosed the 
fact that the hospital had a credit at fixed 

deposit and in bonds of £2,508. I wish to 
say that most of the credit balances at fixed 
deposit or invested in Government securities 
are the result of utilising the endowment for 
1mrely maintenance purposes. vVe are daily 
confronted with the position of finding accu­
mulated funds placed with banks at fixed 
deposit. The committees are drawing only 
a small interest on those deposits, while the 
bank is seeming a high rate on them. No 
]lrovision hrLs been made by the Miles Hos­
pital for anything in the nature of a building 
fund. 

L"nder the pre,,ent s0'stem hospital com­
mittees must estimate their revenue and 
expenditure before they commence the year. 
We shall then have the opportunity in the 
Home Office, with the experience gained by 
years of work by the staff, of scrutinising 
and carefully analysing the proposed expen­
diture, so that we may keep a check on any 
extravagance that may be going on in any 
part of the State. Hon. members very often 
make the mistake of thinking that t.here is 
only one vote on which the Home Depa.rt­
mcnt can draw to pay subsidies to hospitals. 
Tl1e Home Department has a set Yote 
given to it by the Treasurer to meet all 
r,_·quirements, but, if we cannot finance the 
hospitals within that vote, we must draw 
upon the reserve " Golden Casket " fund to 
meet ordinary endowments. because, although 
in t.he EstimatE'« it is definitely stated that 
endowment will only be paid to the extent 
of the vote, we have never carried that out. 
but have always endeavoured to meet the 
endowment payments to the various 
hospitals. 

A point has been raised by the hon. mem­
ber for Lockyer regarding the payment of 
endowment. The Home Department, as I 
say, has a ven' limited vote to meet the 
increasing demands of hospitals which have 
raised fund'· by some special effort. Vi' e 
claim that, if we endow sufficiently to enable 
the hospital committee to carry ori their 
activities for that year, they may then put 
their own money into the bank; but they will 
not have our subsidv of £2 for £1 to draw 
interest on or allo,; the bank to play with 
or invest at a high rate of interest either, 
But we do not rob them of one penny of 
what they are justly entitled to, because next 
year we shall carry on the unendowed por­
tion of their fund. The allocation of the 
" Golden Casket " funds yearly presents 
greater difficulties. By listening to the 
deba.te one would think that the " Golden 
Casket" fund was an inexhaustible fund 
that the Home Secretary could dip into and 
take whatever he required. Requests have 
been made in this debate for nurses' quarters, 
for baby clinic,; in country districts, and for 
every conceivable sort of expenditure. The 
present distribution has not yet been allo­
cated, but on the previous Estimates I sa.id 
that we were not going to give to hospitals 
monev from the " Golden Casket " fund to 
be placed in the bank merely t.o create a 
surplus, as that \vou1d, in a large rneasure. 
stop people from subscribing; but that >Ye 
would judge every hospital on its merits. 
and if, after the all m ation, it was found that 
a ho,pital had been unjustly dealt with, we 
would review the matter towards the end of 
the year so that they need not finish the year 
with a ·deftcit. That has be·en done. In 
several cases, even in the la<t quarter of the 
financial year, I have come to the assistance 
of hospitals. 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 
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The department and the Government have 
been congratulated upon the work done in 
cc>nnection with the maternity scheme and 
the providing of baby clinics. I am pleased 
to Hotice that this has the approval of all 
~ections of the House. It will be interesting 
to hon. members to know that we have now 
iil existence eleven clinics, and we have also 
a very modern training school in the Bris­
bane area that we hope to open in a very 
short time. ·we have already opened twenty­
''ight maternity wards in country districts. 
There are fifteen new ones almost com­
pleted, and there are several others in the 
vourse of construction. We have endeavoured 
~o meet the requirements of every district 
w the State. It has been advanced by 
several hon. members, and particularly by 
tbe l'entral members, that a training school 
for nurses in pre-natal, baby clinic. and 
child welfare work should be erected in the 
Central and Northern districte. There is 
really no need for that at all. We can quite 
understand that it may develop in years to 
come, and in the larger centres we may be 
al,le to extend it. 

[4.30 p.m.] 
It may be interesting for the Co:nmittee 

ro know that we intend that every nurse in 
charge of our back country maternity hospi­
tab shall bo given an opportunity of coming 
to the school in Brisbane to be trained in 
pre-natal and child welfare work, w that 
rhey may in a measure carry on baby clinic 
y.-ork in connection with the materity scheme 
111 the various country districts, as well as 
do any visiting which is required in pre­
La tal work, which is so necessary in the 
State. As soon as our training school has 
been properly equipped we intend to train 
nurses who can become instructors. and in 
"''ociation with the Department of Public 
Instruction we intend to have a portion of 
the domestic science, child welfare courses 
and subjects of that description taught i~ 
the technical colleges and high schools of 
1he State by trained and capable instructors. 
I thmk that that portion of the scheme is 
founded on very fine lines. I want hon. 
members to realise that there is ample scope 
for all the activities which come within the 
urbit of tlw " Golden Casket" funds Dur­
ing my short period as Home Se~retary, 
what has struck me very forcibly in travel­
ling in many of the country districts of the 
Sta.te ts the fact that many of the hospitals, 
whtle they have provided evervthing possible 
for the comfort of the patients, have been 
very neglectful-that perhaps is a harsh 
term to use-they have not had the fore­
sight to provide proper accommodation for 
the women who carry on the noble work 
of nursing. Probably the Government mav 
take a share of the responsi bilitv for tha f 
inasmuch as their preaching and-legislatio~ 
~tave ~rought about for the nursing staff the 
mcephon of eight hours a day instead of 
tbe long dr~ary_ hours the:;- previously 
':·orked. 'V:htle 1t probably imposes very 
htrle. hardshtp on the hospital committees to 
provtde the extra amount required for 
salanes, the question of providing accommo­
d a bon to meet the needs of the increased 
staff has been greater than they could 
manage. The Cabinet armnged in urgent 
cases of that description that, if the Depart­
ment of Public vVorks could not cope with 
the matter, the;.- would come to the assist­
ance of such country hospitals, and we are 
domg that. 

As one hon. member nointed out, a further 

[Hon. J. Stopfo;d. 

scheme will require attention in the very 
near future after we have erected and com­
pleted our maternity we,rds. \Vhen a sick 
woman who has young children comes to 
the matermty ward, some place will be re­
quired where those children can be kept 
while she is in the maternitv ward and 
dterwards while she is in 'the hospital 
ward, and that is one of the things which 
will rec~ive .tttention e_fter the maternity 
scheme !•as been completed. 

Several hon. members have drawn atten­
tion to the lack of proper a•,commoaation 
for the reception, in Yarious centree, of 
pa !icnts who are to be sent to Goodna or 
other asylums, and they have asked that 
proper accommodation should be provided 
by the hospital committees as the accommo­
dation at prPsent is not what it should be. 

The hon. member for Fitzroy raised the 
question with reference to Rockhampton, 
and I have given him a promise, seeing that 
we have a reception-house at that centre, 
that we will try to meet the Rockhampton 
Hospital Committee and ascertain whether 
thet~<l is not some other method of dealing 
with such patients. The hen. member for 
Maryborough has also brought the matter 
under my notice, and I intend to deal with 
other centres in a similar way. 

The hon. member for Port Curtis brought 
forward a charge which eyeryone must 
regard as very grave indeed, but which is 
not the fault of the Hospitals Board. . I 
want hon. members clearly to understand 
that the charge is levelled against the old 
committee of the Children's Hospital, 
because, although the hon. member referred 
to only one member, the other members of 
the committee are equally responsible if 
they have been foolish enough to allow such 
power as he indicated to rest in the hands 
of any one man, so that he might do what 
this committee were charged with doing. 
I can only say that, as we have two Govern­
ment representatives on the board, I am 
going to request the board to have a proper 
inquiry. 

A further charge was levelled against the 
conduct of the Lady Chelmsford Maternity 
Hospital in Bundaberg. This hospital is 
not supervised by the Government and does 
not come under the Government scheme. 
I have, however, had the opportunit~- of 
visiting the institution, and, whilst I do 
not set myself up as an expert, I am pre­
pared to say that I was greatly impressed 
with the work of the committee and the 
verv valuable service which the institution 
giv~s. If eondiiions are such as the hon. 
member states, it is a reflection on the corn. 
mittee and not upon the matron, because 
they have charge of the work of the institu· 
tion, and they are the ones who should take 
the responsibility if any hospital doctor or 
town doctor is forced upon a patient. 0£ 
course in every institution rumours and 
statements of fact or supposed fact are made 
by patients, but the grave charge that people 
leave the hospital and die from septic 
poisoning ic one that can only be decided 
by a medical man, and I intend to draw 
the attention of the committee to the matter, 
since they have built the hospital and other· 
wise seem to have conducted it in a way 
which seems to reflect credit on them. 

The hon. member for Stanley quoted thn 
case of a returned soldier who had been 
admitted to the Brisbane General Hospital 
and was discharged and was afterward" 
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round dead in a park. I do not think those 
'statements are borne out by the investiga· 
tions which have been made. I understand 
that the board made a full investigation 
and 'cnt a copy of their report and findings 
to the Returned Soldiers and Sailors' Im­
perial League. At any rate, the matt<:lr is 
before the board, and I suggest that the 
hon. member may get information from 
them. 

The hon. member for Queenton referred 
to high charges which had been made to 
maternity patients in Charters Towers. I 
think he was referring largely to private 
institutions. The practice in the maternity 
wards erected under our scheme is to request 
tho committees to make the charges as 
reasonable as possible. vVe make one 
stipulation-that no person who has not the 
means to pay the fees shall be refused 
admission, and we make a further stipula­
tion that every doctor practising in the 
district shall have the right to send his 
patients to the maternity hospital. 

The hon. member for Maranoa brought 
forward the treatment of cancer and the 
large increase in the number of persons 
suffering from it, ape! said that certain 
treatment was being used to-day and he 
hoped that treatment would be made avail­
able by the Government. 

I might say for the benefit of the com­
I.Tiihee that thi·' matter has occupied m2 
·attention for some time past. Dr. Halfor.d 
saw me. a.nd put forward a scheme whereby 
a machine might be housed in Brisbane, and 
the treatment would be available for applica­
tion by all the doctors. Nothing came of 
that scheme. but recentlv a friend of mine 
underwent thie treatment in Melbourne, and 
on his return he so impressed me that I made 
an off,,r to the Brisbane Hospital Board that. 
if they would inotal an up-to-date plant, I 
would find the llloney and equip the hospital, 
provided that e'ery doctor would have the 
rig·ht to send his ,patients there for treatment. 
[ undc"tand that the Board. have made cer­
tain inquiriEs. and as a result Dr. MeLBan 
and an architect will shortly visit :!\-1elbourne, 
and I hope> the people of Queensland will 
.,Jon have the benefit of that treatment. 

Mr. CoSTELLO: \Yhat about the second 
charge made by the hon. member for Port 
Curtis in connection with the Children's 
Hospital' 

The I-10::\lE SECRETARY: I hap dealt 
with that. 

Mr. KERR: Do you propose to have an 
inquiry? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am not sure 
that I have the power to order an inqniry. 
The Gm-ernment have two repr-esentative~ on 
the Hospitals Board, and although the matter 
was one that occurred before the Board was 
constituted, I am going to ask those members 
to bring th,, Platter up for di'<·ussion at the 
Board, and the Board must then take the 
responsibility. 

HoNOFRABLE 11E:IIBERS: Hear, hear! 
Question put and passed. 

INSANITY. 

The HO:.VIE SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
·Stopford, Jfount ;lforgan): I beg to move-

" That £193,077 be granted for 
'Insanity.'" 

Question put and passed. 

LAZARET. 

The HO'ME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Monnt Jforgan): I beg to move-

" That £9,636 be granted for 
' Lazaret.' " 

Ho:,. J. G. APPEL (A)bert) :· Yesterday 
the Minister was good enough to give som'l 
information in connt)ction with the l11zaret. 
We all know the deplorable condition of 
those unfortunate members of the communit,· 
who arc overtaken with this droadf'd an~{ 
fearful disease, and have to be ,hut away 
from all other human beings. I notice that 
there is a decrease in the appropriation under 
this heading. I would like some information 
from the Minister as to the cause of that 
decrease. and also whether inquiries have 
lwen made as to whether this is the most 
suitable location for a lazaret. Some years 
ago the Commonwealth health authorities 
made a suggestion that the 'whole of those 
hospitals should be taken over by them, and 
that the lazaret should be situated at a plac 
whore the best medical advice possible would 
be available to thme affiictocl with this 
dreaded disease. I would like the hon. 
gentleman to s~y whether anything furthet· 
has b'en done m that matter, and whether, 
after the experience that has now been 
gained, the Peel Island site is considered the 
most suitable for the purpose. During my 
period of office I made a personal vi·lit to 
the lazaret on two occasions, and it enabled 
me to deal more effectiv·ely with the wants 
of thes·e unfortunate people. We all know 
tha~ in many instances they have fantastic 
desucs. 

It was always the policy of the Adminis­
tration of which I was a member, when 
the requests were not altogether too 
fantastic, to appwve of them. I have not 
the slightest doubt that the hon. gentleman 
who is now administering the affairs of the 
depe~rtmcnt is giving effect to that san1e 
[Jolicy; but, in view of the number of inmate,; 
n.s disclosed by the information given to the 
Committee ye-lerday, I would like to know 
the cause of the decrea'·e in the vote. It was 
LJsually necessary to supplement the amount 
of the orig·inal appropriation under this head­
ing. I would like the Home Secretary to 
state whether there are any points fixed in 
connection with the exercise ambit of the 
patients. During recent visits to the vicinity 
nf Peel Island, I have noticed patients walk­
ing at the place known as the Horseshoe. It 
is quite the proper thing that these unfortu­
nate people should have the 'lTeatest scope 
of the island, but it would be well if the 
department woul.d warn yachting parties of 
this fact, because many of them for man-,' 
years ha vB made this a favourite resort. 

At 4.46 p.m., 
The CHAIRli!A:'>< resumed the chair. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: If the patient-. are 
permitted to usR that beach, it would be as 
well. in tho interests of the health of other 
members of the community, that the'e yacht­
ing parties should be informed that the whole 
of the island is reserved for these unfortunate 
people, and that, in view of the infec~ion 
that might accrue, they be warned agamst 
landing there. 

Ho:-!. W. H. BAR:'-JES (TFynnum): l";hen 
the hon. member for Albort was Home Sec­
retary, he had very largely to do with the 
I azar et and I as a former colleague of the 
hon. g~ntlcma~, ought to say that no one 'vas 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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more sytnpathetic than he towards the unfor­
tunate )1POple detained there. His adminis­
tration was n1ost Gyn1pathetic, as it also was 
in connection with Durnvich. 

Anv ban. merr.be1· who has boon to the 
lazaret-and I have been there, as it is a 
part of rn,v cled ora te-e an only corne a \V ay 
with fc.elings of deepest sympathy towards 
the unfortunate people there. As the hon. 
t!lembor !or Albert has said, many of the 
inmates have very strange notions as to what 
d1ould be done for them. Manv of them 
r·nmider that they have been put there when 
thev had no ric·ht to be so treated. One 
thiilg that has st~uck me-and I do not want 
to blame this Government more than any 
nther GoverLmenl-is that in some directions 
the site is not altogether an ideal one for 
people afflicted as they are. It is ideal in 
the sense that it i, isolated, and if a site was 
wantc·d vvhorL there were mosquitoes then the 
lamret is that site. A person requires to be 
active all the time that he is on the island in 
bru,~hing the rnosquitoes a\vay with a bush, or 
,;omcthing of the kind. I would vety respect­
fully suggest that, if we arc going to make 
certain attempt" to destroy the mosquito, the 
hon. gcntlcn-1an in charge <Jf the Dcpartrnent 
of Public Health should be asked to mm·e in 
that direction at the lazaret. I am per­
fect.lv certain that there must be an element 
of danger through contamination by mos­
quito(~, especiall:: tD visitors, as it is rccog­
nist1cl that rncsquitoes are rc'jponsible for the 
rarrying of disease. 

Apart from that, we have those J2Cople 
there ,md we should make their lives as 
bearable as possible. They are prisoners. I 
recognise that in some directions they hav0 
advantages. Those who are fond of boating 
mav go out in the boats that are supplied; 
bu( if ono places himself in the positi<;Jn 
of those who are detained there, one can 
quite understand that, if th~v think they 
arc detained for no legitimate reason, it 
creates a feeling of unrest and discontent. 
I am on m,y feet to-day to say that nothing 
should be spared to make the lives of those 
people as pleasant as possiblE· under all 
circumstances, and I commend that matter 
to the attention of the Home Secretary. 

I ·notice that some increase has been 
made in the provision for nurses. etc. That 
is a very proper increase. Nothing should 
be spared to make the lives of those people 
as interesting and comfortable as possible. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, ,l1 aunt jf orgnn) : The question 
nsked by the hon. member for Albert is 
explained by the fact that there was a sum 
of £365 last year appropriated for the re­
moval of lepers from Cairns to the lazaret, 
and that is not shown on this year's vote. 

The hon. member for V\T\·nnum stated that 
people who aro isolated 'by eociety', laws 
and for the sake of society should have every 
considern.tion. I thoroughly agree with that 
view. The ban. member for Albert brought 
np a question that has occupied the minds 
of those in charge of the Home Department 
for some time. I refer to the feasibilitv of 
removing the lazaret to the mainland. That 
has been in the minds of those in the Home 
Department for some years, and that is the 
only reason that ha:; prevented us from 
making proper improvc>ments on Peel Island. 
This year I am spending something in the 
-..icinit:v of £4.000 to improve the buildings 
and accommodation for the people at the 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

lazaret. I hanJ also made arrangement, tc..­
give the people who are isolated there some 
opportunity of losing sight of their isola­
tion, and have arranged to instal on the 
island a listening-in wirele·., set so that the 
inhabitants may keep in touch with thr. 
outside world. 

l-IOXOFRABLE JY1E>IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Question put and passed. 

The HOME 
Stopford, Mount 

llfEDICilL. 

SECRETARY 
M orgnn) : I beg 

(Hon. .J. 
to ll10VP·~-

"That £2,465 be granted for ' l\IP<1i­
cal.'" 

Question put and passed. 

OUTDOOR RELIEF. 

The HOME SECRETARY 
Stopford, JI aunt 11 organ): I beg 

" That £29,166 be granted 
door relief.' " 

(Hon. J. 
to move-

for ' Out-

11r. LLOYD (E. elfin Grorc): I note with 
satisfaction that this vote has been increased. 
Opposition members· have occasionally 
blamed the Government for spending a great 
d0al of money on outdoor relief, forgetful 
of the fact that we muct provide, in a way 
that is not humiliating, the wherewithal to 
enable people to subsist \\'ithout begging or 
stealing. I am very glad, after an experi­
ment in economv has been tried, and pos­
sibly good 1·esults obtained from it, that we 
have reverted to a more liberal policy. We 
are doing all we possibly can to battle with 
the unemployed question, but it is impossible· 
for a State like this to solve it on it'. own, 
and in the meantime it is our duty to assist 
those who, through no fault of their own, 
have not tbe means of support. 

I notice with regret that the very capable 
officer in charge of this subdepartment is 
still left at the salary of £31C per annum. 
That is the salar3 of a mere clerk, and it 
is quite inadequate for an officer with the 
responsibilities that he has. I think both 
previous Governments and the present Go­
vernment owe a great de.a.l to this officer. 
He is a man possessed of special qualifi­
cation for these duties, a man with keen 
judgment, and a man with a good deal 
of natural shrewdness combined with sym­
pathy towards people in distressed circum­
stances. and he is a man whom it would be 
very hard to replace. I should be very sorry 
to see him remain on his present salary much 
longer, but I should also be very sorry to 
see him removed from that position, and I 
hope by the time the next Estimates come 
round, more liberal treatment will be 
accorded to that gentleman. 

Mr. TAYLOR (1Vind"co1·): I notice there 
is an increase in this vote of £17,500 in con­
nection with '' :Maintenance and Incidentals" 
as compared with last yPar, and I think the 
Home Secretary should give us some ex­
planation as to why that increaee is required 
for the present year. We are all agreed 
that outdoor relief is necessarv in deserving 
and necessitous cases. When a woman with 
a family has lost the breadwinner, every 
possible assistance should be given to her. 
But, while we think there should be liberal 
treatment in the matter of outdoor relief 
to those who really require it, there are· 
quite a number of cases probably where some 
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return mig·ht come to the State as f1 result 
oi that expenditure. 

The H011E SECRET.\RY: It would cost more 
to collect it. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not knov; that it 
"ould cost so much to collect it. The local 
authorities in the State have always got a 
lot of work on hand, and, generaily speak­
ing, have not too much money, and possibly 
by making soma arrangement with them the 
department might get some return for this 
expenditure. I know that in quite a number 
of cases it would be imposoible to get any 
return. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): I would like to 
support the remarks of the hon. member for 
Kelvin Grove in regard to the salary of the 
officer in charge of this sub-department. 
The officer in charge is very sympathetic 
at all timco to every deserving ease brought 
under his notice. Although the sum provided 

for outdoor relief this year is 
[5 p.m.] appa.tently £29,166, we know that 

on another Estimate an amount 
running into something like £170,000 is pro­
vided for sustenance for the unemployed. J 
do not want to refer to that, because that 
is on an entirely different vote, but I mention 
it in passing. There has been a rearrange· 
ment in another department which is closely 
nonnccted with this. Time and again I have 
made the sugg,:.stion that there should be a 
closer co-ordination between this department 
.and that of the Director of Labour, and J 
again make that sugge,tion to the Home 
Secretary. It is necessary for me to amplify 
that point a little. The DirectDr of Labour 
is responsible for labour, in the sense that 
he has to place the unemployed. Then he 
is responsible for sustenance for those who 
are unemployed, .and who come under the 
Unemployed Workers' Insurance Act. After 
the)" have received that sustenance while 
unemployed for a certain time, they come 
back to the Relief Department, so that we 
have practically the same matter being dealt 
with by two departments. I am not suggest­
ing that the officer in charge of this relief 
should be ,done a way i th, but I think there 
should be closer co-operation between the 
two departments from the standpoint of 
economy. The officer in charge of relief 
would have all information at his command, 
because under the Unemployed Workers' 
Insurance Act such information must be 
obtained. An average of something like 
283 able-bodied men per month, according 
to the report for 1923, go to this 
department for relief and draw rations. 
11Ve must remember that somewhere 
about 1,000 children also draw rations in 
most instances because of the unemploy~cnt 
of their parents. There is a close connection 
between relid payments and payments from 
the Unemployment Insurance Fund. The 
unelnploymf'nt insura.nce, of course, works 
out gradually, and then the recipients come 
back on to this department. I hope that 
t~ome action will be taken by the Home Sec· 
retary to bring about some co-ordination 
>·.nd thus save expenditure. \Ve all know 
that it is incumbent upon us to maintain 
the ag-ed, slck, widolvs, and dcscrtPd ·wives, 
and that thcv cannot be permitted to starve. 
J would stress the point that this department 
ohould be connected more closP\v with the 
Unemployment Insurance Fund branch, 
because the same men may from time to 
time receive benefits in both cases. 

The HOME SECRETARY : We have too good 
fl check. 

Mr. KERR: I am glad to know there is 
a check, because it is necessary. 'There scen1s 
tn be a considerable duplication of work. 
The officer in charge should have all infor­
mation about the man who ultimately gets 
relief after his sustenance allowa.nco is 
exhausted. 

The HOME SECRET"\RY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Jiount "Wor!Jr:n): The hon. mem­
ber for \Vindsor asked me for an explana­
tion in regard to the increased amount of 
the vote this year. During the year the 
demand on the fund might possibly be more 
than it is at present. TherE' ,,-ill always be 
a number of deserted wives, prematurely old 
men, and children who cannot come on the 
Unemployment Insurance Fund but who 
must live. If hon. members will look at the 
table compiled by the officer in charge they 
will seo that the number of able-bodied men 
in t,loe whole of the State who have come on 
the Outdoor Relief Fund is only eighteen. 
The whole of the State has been absolutelY 
combed, and a special officer has been 
appointed for that purpose. 

HoN .• J. G. APPEL (A.lbert): It does not 
matter how sympathetic the administration 
of a Government may be, there will alwa:y: 
b<: men and women and little children for 
whom the State must provide relief. and in 
a department such as the Home Department 
it is absolutely impossible to say definitely 
what amount of expenditure will be re­
quired, because it happenB, as it has hap­
pened in this case, that a greater amount of 
relief is neeessary than was anticipated. 
There is, however, one form of Stat~ relief 
,-:hich I would like to bring under the 
notice of tho Minister. Many years ago, as 
hon. members know, a number of South Rea 
Islanders whom the Commonwealth Govnrn­
ment decided s.hould no longer be employed 
in the Commonwealth had to be deported, 
but exemption was granted to those of them 
who were too old to return to their island~ 
in the Pacific. A number of those boys got 
farm a.nd other work, but as the vears have 
gone b:, they have become too old and 
decrepit to support themselves in that way. 
They have no claim on the old-age pension, 
and apparently the" havr no claim on this 
'' Outdoor Relief" fund. I do not know 
whether there is any lcgishtive enactment 
which prevents the Minister from granting 
them relief. 

The HoME SECRETARY : The" can get the 
indigent allowance. 

Ho:-r. J. G. APPEL: Will the hon. gentle­
man grant thorn that? 

The Ho:M:E SECRETARY: \Ve have been doing 
that in cases. 

Hmr. J. G. APPEL: To my own know­
ledge some of these old chaps have boon 
living in a particular locality so long that 
to ta.ke them away and put them into the 
Dunwich Benevolent Asvlum would termin­
ate their existence at once. It has to be 
rememoored that the State has benefited bv 
many thousands of pounds of wages which 
were not claimed bv the South Sea Islanders 
and that money has gone into the Treasury, 
SJ that to that extent these unfortunate boys 
m· old chaps, whichever you like to call 
them, have in their declining years a claim 
upon the Government's generosity. As the 
Minister has been good enough to indicate 

Hon . .f. G. Appel.~ 
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that the matter will receive consideration, I 
shall notifv those interestBd in mv electorate 
to that effect. • 

Mr. DEACO:\T (Cunningham): There is 
one thing that I cannot quite understand. 
The Home Secretary said that last year 
about £29,000 v·as spent. According to the 
tc.ble relating to the Treasurer's tables, a 
sum uf £40,869 was spent. 

Mr. BRAXD: That is true. 
Mr. DEACO:\T : I would like an explana­

tion on that point. I quite admit that relief 
n~uoft, be given in necessitous cases. 

The HO)!E SBCRETARY: Probably that 
amount has something to do with the relief 
granted by the Department of Agriculture. 

:c\Tr. DEACOJ';: No: it is in connection 
with " Outdoor relief," under the heading 
" Horrw Secretary." 

The HO•\IE SeCRETARY: Taking the total 
~xpenditure, I have nscortained that the 
amount expended was about £38.000. 

Mr. BRAXD: In~!uding " Maintenance and 
in~?idcntab"? 

The HO,\lE SECRETARY: Yes. 
Mr. DEACON: Last year £38,000 >vas 

sp0nt. and thi' year £29,166 is being appro­
priated. \Vhat is the reason for that reduc­
tion in this vote? 

The IIOC\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, .11rnmt JlorrJan): The officer con­
trolling this matter informs me that, as the 
l}nen1ployrncnt Int:urance Fund comes rnore 
j !Jto operation. there will be a corresponding 
dcrrease in the~e payments. It is anticipated 
that this vote wiil be sufficient to meet 
requirements for this year. 

M1·. DEACO!'i: \Ve ought to know how much 
rr;oney is being spent on outdoor relief. 

:c\lr. ROBERTS (East Toou•oom ba): Unfor­
tunately, we do not get much time to go 
into the reports dealing with this matter, but 
I find that the a,rr>otmt spent in Brisbane and 
suburbs on outdoor relief up to 30th June, 
1923. was £16.311, and up to 30th June, 1924, 
£7.122, and over the whole State last year 

spent a total of £38,813. That amount 
"ae expended, notwithstanding that the Go­
vernment only provided an appropriation of 
£12.064. If I am any judge of the position, 
I believe that in the next few months these 
payments are going to be very heavy. I only 
hope that the anticipation of the hon. gentle­
JLan, who is answerable for the compilation 
nf this e«timate, >vill be correct. Hon. mem­
bers muet realise that Queensland is facing 
a somewhat difficult position in the matter 
',£ prospectrve employment. I have in my 
mind, as I related yesterday, all those men 
who report daily at the Labour Bureaux. I 
do not know where the Home Secretary got 
the figures he gave this Committee, as I 
<:annat reconcile them with the table attached 
to the report of the Home Department show­
ing the aYerage number of men unemployed. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: The figures I quoted 
were for the metropolitan area. 

Mr. ROBERTS: With all due respect to 
the hon. gentleman, I take it that he did not 
do so. Appendix B, page 31, of the report 
of the Home Department is headed-

" Kumber of persons in the 
politan area receiving relief 
during each month of the years 
30th June, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, 
tiv-ely." 

fllon. J. G . .Appel. 

metro­
rations 
ending 
respec-

The monthly average number of able-bodied• 
men rece1vmg relief in the metropolitan 
area in 1924 was forty-five. 

The HOME SECRETARY: You ar·e talking 
about the number of able-bodied men 
1·eceiving rations. 

Mr. ROBERTS: On perusing this table I 
am struck with the remarkable reduction in 
the numbers for the months from November 
to June, as against the months from July 
to October. I cannot imagine the reason, 
because I sec large bodies of men unem­
ployed. I recognise that the Government 
have to keep those people, but I would like 
to support the r,·marks of the hon. member­
for ~Windsor when he said that the Govern­
ment should get some return from thoc<e able­
bodiGd men. It would be better to giYe those 
men even £1 worth of rations and g,et a 
certain amount of -..vork in return. These 
men would be bett ·r off if only two days. 
a -..vcek wurk at the award rates were given 
them instead of issuing them with Ntions, as 
the Stato would then g·et sqme return. 

:!'.1r. EDvVARDS (Nnnango): I would like 
to say a few words on this Yote. more• parti­
cularly in connection with the difference that 
is shown in the treatment of the agricul­
turist owning a pioce of land \Yith a family 
dependc'nt on him, and the ordin<1ry swag­
man. I will give the Committee an 'illustra­
tion to show what I mean. During the worst 
period of the drought in my .·lectorate a man 
with a family of four children came into 
town one afternoon, onlv to find that his 
credit was stopped. He ·could not get any 
food for his wife and familv anvwhcrc. He 
applied to the police, but it, appears that the 
polic~ had instru0tions from the Home De­
partment that all such case<· must be first 
reported to hc<tdquarters before re lid w n 
given. This particular case for ~ome unknown 
reason was turned down by hea·dquarters. It 
seem, to me v.~ry unfair that an able-bodied 
S\Vaginan can come along and demand 
rations. whereas a. person in difficultic,, with 
a wife and children dependent upon him 
must first be reported to h<::adquarters. 1 
want to be fair to the L:nder Secretary, and 
to say that I had a similar case brought under 
my not10e recently, and I personally brought 
the matter before the Under Secrdary, who 
made every possible effort to se • that the 
family was fed until relief \Yas obtained. 
\Yhen it comes to a case of sbrvation, the 
people who happen to own a little homo or 
a piece o_f land should get just the same 
cons1dernhon as does the swag·man. If any 
case is hard, it is that of the man with a 
f>:mily who ca'!n?t obtain food. It is only 
nght to say that 1t was the Countrv \\~omen's 
Association that came to the rcsct~e and fed 
the distressed family I have referred to. 

Another matter has appealed to me, because 
I have been without a shilling in my pocket 
and did not know where I would get my next 
meal from on one occasion and I think that 
able-bodied men who go to the police and 
ask for rations should be requested to earn 
them. Give them rations if you like, but 
find a means whereby the~· may in some 
shape or form earn those rations. If this 
were brought about, I am confident a con­
siderable percentall'e of swagmen would not 
go for rations. They would keep clear and 
would not fall into the trap. I am confident 
that at present a percentage of the men 
with swags on their backs are living on these 
rations. They are old students at the game. 
The Home Secretary has his work cut out 
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to catch them. They live on the business 
and do not intend to work. I have seen 
many cases ·where they have been offered 
work and have refused. I know the Home 
Secretarv will ask for a definite case, but 
you can;;ot get a man from the countrJ· to 
come in and say that a certain man refused 
work. He would not be bothered. I think 
the Government should see that any able­
bodied man should earn the rations. 

Mr. W. COOPER (Roscwood): I listened 
to the hon. member for Nanango when he 
brought forward a specific case of a farmer 
being refused relief when suffering from the 
recent disastrous drought. In all fairness to 
the Home Secretary and his department, I 
must say that I have had in my electorate 
1nany sin1ilar cases, and in no instance have 
they been refused relief. I agree with the 
hnn. member that it does not matter whether 
a man is a pick and shovel man, a mechanic, 
or a man on the land, there should be no 
di fl'erentia tion. 

I have at least five cases in my electorate 
of men who went out on the land and 
evidently found thP drought too severe. 
Perhaps their financial position was not 
strong ,-,nough to justify them going on the 
land, They made appeals to me, and 
through me they received every considera­
tion, just as n1uch as any swagman ever 
received. 'There is one thing I will say 
about the farming community. If my 
memory serves mE' aright, during the 
drought the farming community practically 
all over Queensland declared that they did 
not want to be handed doles. 

At 5.25 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN left the chair, reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

The resumption of the Committee wr,s 
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 

Questions. 639 




