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Supply.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

WEDNESDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1824,

The Sreaxer (Hon. W. Bertram, Marec)
took the chair at 10 a.m.

PAPERS.
The f{following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed : —

Report upon the operations of the Sub-
Departments of Aboriginals, Dun-
wich Benevolent Asylum, Inebriates’
Institution (Dunwich), Jubilee Sana-
torium for Consumptives (Dalby),
Westwood Sanatorium, Government
Relief, Home for Epileptics (Willow-
burn), Prisons, Queensland Blind,
Deaf, and Dumb Institution, and
Diamantina Hospital for Chronic
Diseases (South Brisbane).

Amended Gas Regulations of 1919.

Report of the Commissioner of Irices
for the year cnded 30th June, 1924.

The following papers were laid on the
table:—

Balance-sheet of the Public Curator for
the year 1923.

Regulations 11 to 16 under the Cotton
Industry Act of 1923.

Regulation 5 of the State Wheat Pool
Election Regulations under the
Wheat Pool Act of 1920.

Orders in Council under the Supreme
Court Act of 1921.

QUESTIONS.
RESTRICTIONS TUPON APPLICANTS TNDER
WoRrKERS DWELLINGS AND  WORKERS’
Howmgs Acts.

Mr. CORSER (Burnctt), for Mr. MOORE
(Aubigny), asked the Secretary for Public
Works—

“ What restrictions have been imposed
upon applicants under the Workers
Dwellings and Workers’ Homes Acts,
respectively, and from what date?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W, Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied—
“In view of the extensive commitments

on applications already in hand and the
necessity to limit expenditure for the
financial year 1924-25, it was decided, on
the 7th August last, not to entertain for
the present (¢) new applications for
advances to erect workers’ dwellings, and
(b) new applications for workers’ homes
to cos:t more than £500. Further con-
sideration will be given to the matter
later on in the current financial year.”

FirsT AMERICAN Loax—SIiNkiNG FUND AND
InTEREST KEaRNED THEREON.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), for Mr. MOORE
(Aubigny), asked the Treasurer—

¢ As his answer to my question on 27th
instant did not give all the information
required and such information is not
disclosed in the Financial tables, will he
kindly supply the following : —

1. The interest earned last financial
vear by the Sinking Fund of the first
American loan?
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2. The amount retained in. America
last financial year in connection with
the first American loan, and the inter-
est earned on such amount?”’

The TREASURER (Ilon. E. G. Theodore,
C'hillegoe) replied—

1. £7,995 10s. 3d.

2,100,000 dollars; interest ecarned,
£499 2s. 2d. If the information supplied
to the hon. member in reply to his
numerous questions in respect to the
American loans is not sufficient, 1 sug-
gest that he interview the Under Secre-
tary, Treasury.”

RAILWAY DEPARTMENT—Co08T 0F MAINTENANCE
AxD ReExEwALg: Loax EXPENDITURE ON
RorLixg-sTocx AND CONSTRUCTION.

AMr. CORSER (Burnctt), for Mr. MOORE
{Aubigny), asked the Secretary for Rail-

ways—

“1. What was the average cost for
maintenance and renewals per mile of
railway open for the year ended 30th
June, 19247

“ 2. What was the average number per
mile of —(¢) Men employed on lengths;
(») mochanics in flying gangs; {(c) “total
on maintenance ?

3. What was the average for South-
ern, Central, and Northern divisions?

‘4, What was the expenditure from
Loan Funds for the years 1922-23, 1923-24,
respectively, on——(a) Rolling-stock; (b)
construction ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, HAeppel) replied—
“1. £187 17s. 5d
“2. {¢) and (b) not yet available; (¢}
.52.

cz

Average

— ” Cost per | No. of Mcn
| Mite. per Mile,
''''' T o a
Southern Division | 217 10 6 | 0-64
(‘entral Division .. 1 165 15 O 0-50
Northern Division ‘ 162 11 7 (339
i
“4, Rolling-stock—
£
1922-1923 611,336
1923-1924 430,433
Construction—
1922-1923 1,341,815
1923-1924 1,205,605.””

FXCLUSION TFROM SCHOOL PAPERS OF ARTICLES
DEALING WITH WAR.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), for Mr. Moore
(Adubigny), asked the Secretary for Public
Instruction—

1. Is it his intention, as published in
the Press of the 27th August, to censor all
school papers and exclude all articles
dealing with war, and to write in their
place articles on 1ndust11al heroes, health,
ete.?

2. Does he not consider that children
would be benefited by reading of the deeds
of men who sacrificed themselves so that
the privileges he now enjoys might be
kept intact?
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“3. Does he think his articles will have
any effect ou other nations and their idea
of war?

* 4. Which does he consider more worthy
of honour and emulation: Those heroes
who faced the foc on Gallipoli and in
IFrance, or those industrial heroes who
sang the Red Flag and advocated peace
at any price at the Perth Conference?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. T. Brennan, ZYoo-

woomba) replied—
© According to the statement made, I
said I would exclude from the School
Papers anything likely to inflame the
mind of the youth with an ambition for
war, and I would rather explain the causes
of war and the capitalistic influences
which bring it about. In any event, 98
per cent. of the soldiers who left Australia
to take part in the great war were
industrial heroes.
I quote the remarks of General Sir
Ian Hamﬂfon a moan British General
who, when unvolhng war memorial
1oconrlv at Crewe, Dnn]aud said—

The tears and blood of old wars leave
no trace upon our wmemories, The
Great War itsclf is passing away from
the minds of the new generation. Unless
something entirely unprecedented enters
quickly into the hearts of mankind,
orphans we are now bringing up will
in their turn go to war as if 1t were a
game, and find it, as we found it, a
grave. Daon’t listen too much, anyw a'»
to the men who made the war, they are
bound to crack 1t up. Just ask yourself
one queostion when you hear these
sperches.  Imagine the British Cabinet
of July-August, 1914, vacillating—as we
know  they were—had they been
vouchsafed a prophetic vision of us here
when they had to make up their minds
—to be or not to be.

Yes, here, upon the plinth of Crewce’s
Memorial, inscribed with so many names
that vou ecan hardly stick a pin in
between them, what would they have
done? Would John Burns or John
Morloy have been the only two to shrink
back from the suicide of a generation?””

Mr. CORSER:

question.
The SPEAKER : Ordoer !

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION—

“If these remarks are correct, not only
myself but the people of the British
Tnpire who suffered directly or indirectly
through the war would have been saved
had the British Cabinet decided not to
enter the war.”

Mr. Moraax: Cut it out !
Mr. Corser: Take it as read !
Hon. M. J. Kirwax: Take your gruel!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC
STRUCTION—

“3. The League of Nations, together with
the Cabinets of British couniries should
tell the workers where they stand, and
advise them if there is a necessity to pre-
pars for another war, either of offence
or defence, so that the workers might be
in a position to decide as to whether there
is a reason or not for such preparation ;

This is not an answer to the

IN-
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and the workers should demand to know
what is really happening in the world's
secret diplomacy.”
Mr. Corser: Mr, Speaker, this is not an
answer lo the guestion.
The SPEAKER : Order! T have na control
over the answers of Ministers to quoestions.

The SECRETARY IFOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION—

stumbers, and girding up their loins to
more 0]01 ious worls when they <hall not
only accept and believe in t}w prophecy,
but labonr earnestly for its fulfilment,
that there shall come a time—a blessed
time; 2 titne which shall last for ever—
when ‘ Nation shall not lift up sword
against nation—neither shall they learn
war any more.”

“ And 8ir Philip Gibbs, who wrote a

“ 4. I refer the hon, gentleman to page
172 of the Roval Reader No. 6 (1895
edition)—the Queensland  State  School

3ook which prevail-d in the State schools
until recent years, of an article written
therein by John Bright about 1854, against
wars in which, inter alia, he says—

Well, if you go into war now, you
will have more banners to decorate your
cathedrals and churches. TEnglishmen
will fight now as well as they ever did:
and there is ample power to back them,
if the country can be but sufficiently
excited and deluded. You may raise up
great generals. You may have another
Welhngton another Nelson, too; for this
country can grow men capablo of every
enterprise. Then there may be titles,
and pensions, and marble monuments to
eternise the men who have thus become
great—but what becomes of vou and
your country and your childrven?

Speaking here, however, to such an
audience—an audience probablv for its
numbers, as intelligent and as influential
as ever was assembled within the waHs
of any hall in this kingdom—TI think I
may put before you higher considera-
tions even than those of property and
the institutions of vour country. I may
remind yvou of duties more solemn, and
of obligations more imperative. You pro-
fess to be a Christian nation. You make
it vour boast even—though boasting is
somewhat out of place in such questions
—you make it your boast that you are
a Christian people, and that yvou draw
your rule of doctrine and practice, as
from a well purs and undefiled, from
the lively oracles of God and from the
direct revelation of the Omnipotent.
You have even conceived the mag-
nificent project of illuminating the
whole earth, even to 1its remotest
and darkest rvecesses, by the dis-
semination of the volume of the
New Testament in whose every page
are written forever the words of peace.
Within the limits of this island alone,
every Sabbath day, 20,000, yes, far more
than 20,000 temples are thrown open, in
which devout men and women assemble
to worship Him who is the * Prince of
Peace.

Iz this a reality? or is your
Christianity a romance, and your pro-
fession a dream. No; I am sure that
vour Christianity is not a romance, and
I am equally sure ’r}lat vour profession
is not a dream. It is because I believe
this that I appeal to you with confidence
and that T have hope and faith in the
future. I believe that we shall see, at
no verv distant time, sound economic
principles spreading much more widely
amongst the people; a sonse of justice
growing up in a soil which hitherto has
been deemed unfruitful, and—which will
be better than all—the churches of the
United Xingdom, the churches of
Britain, awaking as it were {rom their

hook in 1920 on the * Realities of War,’
and who, among other things, states on
page 446—

And while the old war was not vet
cold in its grave we prepared for a new
war against Bolshevik Russia, arranging
for the spending of more millions, the
sacrifice of more boys of ours, not openly
with the consent of the people, but on
the sly, with a fine art of camoufiage.

The purpose of the new war scems to
many men who had fought for * liberty ’
an outrage against ' sclf-determination
of peoples’ which had been the funda-
mental promise of the ILeague of
Nations, and a blatant hypoerisy on
the part of a nation which denied seclf-
government to Ireland. The ostensible
object of our intervention in Russia was
to liberate the Russian masses from
¢ the bloody tyranny of the Bolsheviks,’
but this ardour for the liberty of Russia
had not been manifest during the reign
of Czardom and Grand Dukes when
there were massacres of mobs in
Moscow, Bloody Sundays in Potrograd,
pogroms in Riga, ﬁoggmﬂa of men and
girls in many prisons, and when free
speech, liberal ideas, and democratic
uprisings had been smashed by Cossack
knout and by the torture of Siberian
exile. Anyhow many people believed that
it was nonc of our business to suppress
the Russian revolution, or to punish the
leaders of it, and it was suspected by
British  working-men that the real
motive behind our action was not a noble
enthusiasm for liberty, but au endeavour
to establish a reactionary government
in Russia in order to crush a phllomphy
of life more dangerous to the Old Order
in Europe than hich explosives, and to
get back the gold that had been poured
to Russia by England and FFrance.

Thousands of British soldiers. newly
come from war in France, were sullenly
detzrmined that they would not be
dragged off to the new adventure. They
were not alone. As Lord Rothermere
pointed out, a French regiment
mutinied on hearing a mere unfounded
report that it was being sent to the Black
Sea. The United States and Japan were
withdrawing. Only a few of our men,
disillusioned by the ways of prace, miss-
ing the old comradeship of the ranks
1e=tless purposeless, not happy at home
seeing no prospect of good emplovment,
said, * Hell! .. .. Why not the army
again, and Archangel, or any old
where?” and volunteered for Mr.
\Vinsion Churchill’s little war.

‘And William Morris Hughes, the
Alch War-Lord of Australia. whilst the
blood of Australian heroes was hardly
cold on Gallipoli and Flanders, swith the
vote of a Cabinet still Iustmcr for war,
decided that Australia was behind
England in a war against the Turks, and
this whilst an Aupsma,hdn Par11ament
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whichi was not consulted. was still sitting
at the seat of government in Melbourne,
Would members of the Opposition object
to these utierances of well-kuown leaders
of British public thought being prinfed in
our School Readers?”

"ESTABLISHMENT OF €UEENSLAND STATE DARy
Boarp axDp COMMISSIONER OF PRICES.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Iay)

Premior—

“In the cvent of the establishment of
a Queensland State Dairy Board, and
the Board agreeing to an arrangement

- with the Boards of the other States not
to place butter on the local market below
cost of production, such cost to be deter-
mined by the Board. will he, on behalf
of his Government, give the House his
assurance that he will not permit of
any interference by the Queensland Price
Fixing Commissioner with regard to the
price decided upon ?”?

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

‘Chillagoe) replied—

“ The conditions under which a Quecns-
land Dairy Board will operate will be
discussed with the Council of Agriculture
when the necessity arises.””

asked the

Rewax PoricE HORSE-BREEDING STATION.
Mr. DEACON
Home Secretary—
“1. How many
Rewan Station?
‘2. How many yearlings were branded
cach year for the years 1921, 1922. and
19237
‘3. What number of horses suitable
for police work have been taken from
the station during these vears?
“4. Have any been sold, and at what
average price?”’
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan) replied—
‘1. One hundred and eighty-eight.
‘2. During 1921, 77; during 1922. 82;
during 1923, 75.
3, During 1821-22, 73; during 1922-23,
112; during 1923-24, 77.
4. No horses have been sold during
the above years,”

(Cunningham) asked the

mares arc there at

PrRCENTAGE INCREASE IN PASSENGER FiRES.
METROPOLITAN AREA.
Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Secretary
for Railways— ’

“What is the percentage increase in
passenger fares—(«) 2nd Class Single, {1)
2nd Class Return to Brisbhane, from the
following  stations:—Mitchelton, Gay-
thorne, Enoggera, Newmarket, Wilston,
Taringa, and Indooroopilly ¥

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Aepypel) replied—

“(a) and (4} The gencral iucrease in
fares is 74 per cent., with a minimuam
increase of onc penny.”

‘oL, LIFE, AND YEARLY IFREe Pisses ISSUED
BY RATLWAY DEPARTMENT.
Myr. MORGAN {Murilla) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—
1, What is the number of gold rail-
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way passes at present in use held respee-
tively by-—(¢) Members of the Iegisla-
tive Assembly: (5) ex-Moembers of the
. Legislative Assembly; (¢) ex-Members of
the Legislative Council: (/) Judges?

¢ 2. How many gold passes were issued
to others than these mentioned above: if
so, the name of cach holder?

3., What is the number of life or
vearly passes, other than gold passes,
now in existence, and by whom are they
held?

“4, What is the number of free rail-
way passes issued by the Railway De-
partment during the vear ended 30th
June, 1924, not mentioned in above list 27’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—
1914. 1924.
“1—

(@) Members Legislative
Assembly L1212
() Ex-Members Legisla-
tive Assembly
{c) Members Legislative
Council 45 ... —

32 ... 49

Ex-Members Legmh
tive Couneil 1 ...8
(d) Judges 3 . 7

2. 43, divided as follows:—
Free Gold Passes—

His Excellency the Governor—Colonel
Sir Matthew Nathan, P.C., G.C.M.G.

A.D.C. to His Excellency the Go-
vernor.

Private Secrctary to His Excellency
the Governor.

Auditor-General.

Commissioner of Police.

Deputy Postmaster-General.

Mr. R. Joyce, Railway Inventions
Board.

Lady Morgan (wife of late ILicu-
tenant-Governor).

Mre. W, Hamilton (wife of late
President, Legislative Council).

Mrs. W, Lennon (wife of Licutenant-
Governor).
D. Ewart (ex-Director,
of Public Instruction).
A. R. MacDonald (ex-Under Sccre-
tary, Mines Department).
Mrs. T. Petrie,
Total, 13. In 1914 the number was
a4,
Gold Passes Paid For—
Under Secretary—
Chief Secretary’s Office.
Treasury.
Home Secretary’s Department.
Department of Public Instruction.
Departraent of Agriculture and
Stock.
Department of Public Works.
Department of Mines.
Department of Justice.
Lands Department,
Deputy Auditor-General.
‘Solicitor-General.
Public Service Commissioner.
Commissioner of Trade, Brisbane.
Commissioner of Public Health.

Department
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State Insurance Commissioner.
Commissioner of Income Tax.
Commissioner of Irrigation.
Public Curator.

Government Printer,

Member of the Land Court

. W. Shannon).

General Manager—

Central Sugar Mills,

State  Smelters.

Railway Refreshment Rooms.
Chairman, Main Roads Board.
Member—

Main Roads Board.

Main Roads Board.
Chairman, Prickly Pear Land Com-

mission.
Member—

Prickly Pear Land Comusission.

Prickly Pear Land Conumission.
Direetor, Council of Agriculture.

Total, 30. In 1914 the number
was
The Commissioner for Rallways
48 officers hold passes which are
in the execution of their duty,
In 1914 the number was 77.
Twelve retired railway
hold gold passes.
In 1914 the number was 7.

and
used

officers also

The 12 now in operaiion arce—-

Name. Issued on.
Wm. Pagan, M.I.C.E.. ex-
Deputy Commissioner.
N.D. ... 30-4-1918
S, Davis. ex-Chief Railway
Auditor ... T7-1-1820
R. Dunbar, ex-Gemneral
Trafhic \I'Lnagm 14-5-1908
A. P, Lloyd, O\Dhmut
Trafic Manager ... 981920
M. McGavin,  ex-Traflie
Manager, Maryborough 3-2-1909
W. 8. Prewett, ex-Traffic
Manager, Cairns 13-9-1918
. Ross, ox- A«lstdnt
Traffic "\Ianmgm War-
wick 11-8-1917
W. King, ox- Locomotl\o
Superintendent, Brishane 9-4-1919
A, . Rafi. ex-District
Engineer, Brisbane 8-1-1919
. B. Lethem, ox-Officer in
Charge, Surveys, Bris-
bane ... 811919
¥. L. Keir. ex-Assistant
Engineer, Brisbane 8-1-1919
C. E. Quinlan, ex-Divi-
sional Engineer, C.D. ... 11-3-1919

* 3. Life passes—Nil.
Qther passes—5, viz, :—

H. L. Archdall, Chief Police Magis-
trate  end Chairman. Rallway
Appeal Board. (Issued 6th Octo-
ber, 1916.)

F. Ryder. Official Scecretary, Govern-

ment House. (Issued 6th June,
1921.)
V. G. Martin, General Manager,

Stannary Hills Tramway. (Mr.
Martin works in conjunction with
railway officers on Cairns Railway
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and thereby facilitates railway
irafic on Government lines.) (Is-
sued 18th January, 1907.)
Miss Petrie. {Issued 14th July, 1910.)
1. J. Connolly, ex-Chief Clerk. Chief
Railway Auditor’s Office. (Issued
22nd September, 1919.)

In 1914 the number was 25,

Four hundred and fifty-five railway
employvees hoid passes required iu the
execution of their duties.

Figures for 1914 not available.

* 4. 1.123 passes were lssued to unem-
plmcu workmen, visitors, cx-railwaymen,
¢te.

Figures for 1914 are not available.”

I\IETROE‘()LX'I',\N WATER STUPPLY AND SEWERAGE
Boirp—Ruport oF Rovar {'oMMISSION ON
ALLEGED DERFECTIVE SEWERAGE WORK.

Mr, MAXWELL (Zoowong). without notice,
asked the Secretary for Public Works—
* Will he cause to have printed for the:
honcﬁr of the members of the House the
report of  the  Royval  Commission
appointed to mquuo into certain alleged
defective wovk in connection with the
reticulation sewer in the vieinity of Laid-
Jaw parade. Kast Brisbane, the sewer
near the Baby Clinie in Alfred street,
Fortirude Valley, aud such other sewers.
and reticulation sewers as the Metropo-
litan Warer Supply and Sewerage Board

may determine *° %
The SEKCRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{tlon, \\. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied—

* The papers have
in Parlmmonc
sary, in my

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong):
of the question for to-morrow.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :

I have atready given xou the answer.

already been tabled
Tnat ia all that is neces-
opinion.’

I give notice

RUPPLY.
RestvrTion oF COMMITTEE—SECOND ALLOTTED
Day.

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)y

(HIEF SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT.
MISCELLANEOT'S SERVICES.
Question stated—That £41.675 be granted

for ** Miscellancous Services.”

Mr., EDWARDS (Yanungo): I am sure
that hon. members will agree that advertis-
ing the State iz a very important matter
indeed in its early development. I would
suggest fo  the Government that. instead
of advertising the State through the
Southern Press. they send to the Southern
States a practical man armed with iitho-
granhs of the different holdings to be sub-
divided and information respecting the oppor-
tunities offering in the way of establishing
secondary industries in this State. That would
not entail any very great cost to the Govern-
ment. A man who has had practical experi-
ence, more particularlv on the land and in
connection with the possibility. of growing
cortain erops, ete., ‘would be better “able to
cxplain  the advantages that would be
obtained by the people—especially those with
capital-—coming to assist in the development
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of our State. That scheme was attempted
very successfully to a certain point by past
Governments. Some hon. gentlemen in this
Chamber will remember that a past Govern-
menr engaged a man to go to the Southern
States to put Quecensland’s case before the
prospective immigrants from those States.
The method was so successful that groups of
men came to the Darling Downs and other
parts of Queensland with their families and
brought a considerable amount of capital
with them. Many of those settlers have been
successful, and many of them have gone a
long way towards helping us to develop the
State and bring it to its present position. I
admit that the Government of that dav
failed those settlers at a very critical time.
Large estates were repurchased on the Dar-
ling Downs, and such a heavy cost was
placed on the settlers as made it impossible
for them to make the progress that they
should have made under that scheme. The
method that I have suggested is the best
possible way of advertising the State and
inducing people with capital to come here.
That is a much better method than spending
large sums of money in advertising the State
in certain Southern newspapers that never
reach the class of people we desire to secure
as settlers,

The position of the people living within
the State is the best possible advertisement
that the State can get. Hundreds—I can
safely say thousands—of the people living
in Queensland, when writing to their friends
in other parts of the world., are ecither
giving the State a good or a bad adver-
tisemieni.  The nature of *he advertisement
is largely influenced by the policy of the
Government. I am afraid that the policy
of this Government from an advertising
point of view is inducing undesirable immi-
erants to come to Queensland. That is
unfortunate. We want the best people to
come here so that they will settle not only
on the land but assist in building up our
industries. Those hon. members who visited
and travelied through the Dawson Valley
irrigation area and portion of the Upper
Burnett lands have returned imbued with

the ides that great possibilities exist in
those two cenires but that capital and

peopl> are neccessary to develop them. I
hope that the Government will consider my
suggestion for advertising the State by a
practical person who knows the possibilities
from a productive and industrial point of
view from A to Z.

Mr. CLAYTON (Widc Bay): I desire to
say a few words in connection with the item
““ Advertising the State. £4,500.” The
amount shows an increase this vear. and,
it we arc to secure the full benefit of the
money to be expended, it is necessary that
a different svstem than was adonted a few
yvears ago should prevail. In 1920 £3.364
was spent in advertising the State. Out of
ihat amount £1,473 was spent in advertising
in local newspapers. and of that amcunt
£1,304 was expended among Labour news-
papers,

Mr. Corrixs: Hear. hear! They ecircu-
Jate amongst the most intelligent persons.

Mr. CLAYTON: The amount of £1,304
was spent with the Brisbane ¢ Worker,” the
Sydney “ Worker,”” the * Labour News,”

the Maryborough ** Alert,” and * Truth.”
The amount expended from the vote last

19242 %
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vear in that direction was not so great, and
I hope that the expendirure of this appro-
priation will be made in a different way.

Mr. Beprorb: Spend it with the financial
papers s0 as to get the money-lenders to
come to Queensland.

Mr. CLAYTON : I recollect an amount of
£400 heing granted to the hon. member for

Warrego to advertise Queensland in the
magazines of America. That is the sort

of thing hon. members on this side want to
turn down. The Premier did very good
work in advertising the State while he
wes at home. Anvone who read his address
fo the Empire Parliamentary Association
could see by the many questions that they
pestered the hon. gentleman with at the
canclusion of his address that those gentle-
men who were privileged to hear him—and
all sections. including miembers of Parlia-
ment, congregated to listen to him—were
thirsring for information concerning Queens-
land and Australia generally. :

The Premier was able to reply very effec-
tivelv and to give some interesting information
concerning the policy of the Labour Govern-
ment in Quecnsiand. He also gave the generat
conditions existing in Queensland. I am sorry
that the hon. gentleman misled the Association
in on- direction. He was asked the following
question by Doetor Chappell, a Liberal mem-
bher of the House of Commons—

*“ Has it been possible for the Arbitra-
tion Court to give awards in regard to-
farming industries 7”7

and he replied—

» Yos. Ever since the establishment of
the Clourt it has giv:sn awards in the sugar
industry for workers employed by cane
farmers.  Also, about a year ago, the
whole of the industry was brought under
the Court.”

T think that creates an erroncous impression,
and may be the means of preventing the right
tvpe of man coming here. Prospective farmers
vealise that thoy must find markets for their
products and get sufficient veturn for the
labour they are engaging.

I think. on the whole. that the Premier
gave vory good advertising information while
in England. I also think that the Sccretary
for Mines, the hon. member for Oxley, and
the hon. member for Cooroora did a lot in
the way of advertising our State wh'n they
were in England. I know that the hon. mem-
ber for (oorcora is at preseut investigating
very thoroughly the matter of the butter
question in England.

Mr. (‘OSTELLO: At his own expense.

Mr. Beprorp: And for his own benefit.

Mr. CLAYTOXN : It would be very interest-
ing for those of us who ar> intercsted in the
dairying industry to hear an address from
the hon. member for Cooroora when he
returns and to have authentic information as
to what he has learnt regarding the troatment
of our butter in England. The hon. member’s
information will be the means of helping us
to move in a way that will best advertise our
various exported commoditics, and it should
assist us greatly in dealing with the marketing
problems with which we are at present con-
fronted.

I think some of this vote could be advan-
tageously spent on the compilation of a book
dealing with the affairs of Queensland. That
book should give information as to how we

Mr. Clayton.]
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are circumstanced in 1ega1d to our land laws,
our industrial laws. and our educational
svstom. If this were accurately and attrac-
tivelv drawn up and illustrated, it would be
of great benefit to us in England. If the
work could not be undertaken by this State
alone, it could be undertaken by fhe co-opera-
tive efforts of the combined States and the
Commonwealth. The book would broadcast
necessary information and would go a lonyg
way in assisting to bring desirable 1nlmlvranta
to Australia,

Mr. FoLey:
TiIDW.

Mr. CLAYTON: It would go a long way
towards increasing our populatlon and bring-
ing out the right trype of settler. A similar
hook was publi%hed as far back as 1880, and
I have a copy in my possession. It gave very
extensive information regarding the “uffairs of
Queensland. Things at that time were much
more conducive to successful immigration than
they are at present. I trust that the Govern-
ment will give my suggestion consideration,
and spend some of the money from this vote
in the direction indicated.

I happened to be present recently at =
show banquet held at Kilkivan, a centre n
my electorate. I heard there a very interest-
ing speech from a successful immigrant who
arrived in Queensland about two years ago.
He thought that it was necessary to give
amore information to those in the old country—
information that would bring out a desirable
type of immigrant. He stated that a section
of the present 1mmi01ants was not desirable.
"We should crue greater information and
endomoul to give our immigrants pwctlcal
experience 1ewardmg the conditions existing
in Queensland. I think we should give every
encouragement to the immigrant who possesses
a certain amount of capital. Such immigrants
should be given practical experience by placing
them on the land, and then, after gaining
that experience, they should be encouraged
to invest their capital in a correct way. With
their small amount of capital and the practical
experience gained in the State they “ould
become successful and desirable citizens, and
in return would send over to England for their
friends. That would be a great way of
advertising the State.

Hon. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): Before
the vote goes through I would like to ask
the Premier how the amount of £347 for
“ Grant to Committee of Direction of Fruit
Marketing ”’ has been spent. My reason for
asking pumauh is this: I have received
a complaint fiom a fruitgrower in the
Rediand Bay district in connection with the
marketing of his fruit. I am prepared to
admit that the matter in question has been
put before the proper department. Briefly
the position is this: That the grower in
question took to the wharf at Redland Bay
sixteen cases of pineapples for export to the
South, and, when he got there, he was
told by a representative of the Committee of
Direction that he would only be allowed fo
send six cases. The result was that he either
had to take the surplus back to his own
home or send it to some other market
within the State. The writer of the letter—

whose name I may say is William
710.30 a.m.] Fielding—states that he regards
this as being an absolute tying
up of his business. I ought to say in Fair.
ness that the matter has been put before the
department that more particularly controls

[Mr, Clayton.
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these things, and the reply from the Com-
mittee of Direction is that. whilst thev
admit the truth of his contention as to a
limit being placed on the quantity to be
sent outside the State, they also sav that
he had other markets to send to \nthln the
State. I would like to know from the
Premier for what purpose the amount of
£347 has been put on the Estimates. To me
it seems that therc is an extraordinary state
of things in Queensland when men who
labour—and surely the men on the land
work as hard as anybody in the com-
munity—should be absolutely tied up and
not allowed to do with their own products
as they think fit. Talk about freedom! It
scems to me that thev are tied hand and
foot in every direction.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
(’izillurmp): As to the reason for the forma-
tion of the Committee of Direction of Fruit
Marketing and the policy carried out by
that committee, the hon. member should
raise that question when the Estimates for
the Department of Agriculture are under
consideration. The reason for this vote is
that the Committee of Direction of Fruit
Marketing applied for a subsidy for the
pineapple industry of 6d. per case, together
with an amount of £650 to be e\:pended in
ad\ertlsmg The amount was to be spent
in advertising Queensland pineapples. The
subsidv +was not approved, but it was
agreed to make available to the Committee
the sum of £650 to be utilised in an
extensive advertising campaign, the expen-
diture for which was to be approved and
supervised by the Commissioner for Trade on
behalf of the Government. The amount on
the Estimates is the balance of the amount
of £650 granted for that purpose.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: Can you give us
any idea of the form of that advertising?

The PREMIER: I am unaware of what
is being done, but the Secretarv for
Agriculture is fully au fait with the
matter, and will give the information when

his Estimates are under discussion. This
amount has been charged to this vote
because no provision was made for it on

the Estimates of the Depariment of Agri-
culture. and an coxtraneous charge of this
kind ix always charged to the Chief
Secretary’s Depertment.

Hon. W. H. Bamxes: I will
matter again on the Estimates
Department of Agriculture.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member will
raise the guestion then, he will receive full
information.

raiseé the
for the

Question put and passed.

HoME SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.
CHIEF OFFICE.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): I beg to move—
“That £6,726 be granted for ¢ Home
Secretary’s Department—Chief Office.”

That represents a slight increase of £53 over
last vear. I will give any information that
hon. members desire regarding the vote.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): 1 desire on this
vote to secure an explanation from the Go-
vernment in regard to the tramway purchase.
T previously raised this matter by way of
question on 14th August last. Putting the
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matter as coucisely as possible. it appears
that the total expenditure on the tramway
system to the date of acquisition by the
Tramway Trust amounted to £1,025,303.
‘The straight-out settlement was made for the
sum of $£1.400,000. There is a somewhat
disquieting paragraph in the comments by
the city editor of the London ** Times,” who
has this to say-—

¢TIt is another indication that Queens-
land is at last improving her status on
the British market by getting rid of all
contentious matters.”

Several persons have criticised the matter of
the purchase price, and particularly a critic
in our own city, Mr. McInnes, writing in
the financial columns of the ‘‘ Daily Mail.”
No one will say that Mr. MecInnes is not a
competent critic. Shortly, he says that the
shareholders of the late Brisbane Tramway
Company certainly have nothing to complain
«of. It appears to a layman that there is
need for some explanation as to why there is
such a discrepancy between the total expendi-
ture of the late company and the amount of
money which we have paid for the system.
I do not want at this stage to go into the
matter too deeply, as I would rather wait
until we have heard an explanation of the
discrepancy either from the Home Secretary
.or from the Premier, who recently visited
London in this connection. We find that a
large amount of money was expended in
legal expenses before the matter was taken
to England. The position seems to hinge on
one point only—whether the company was
entitled to be paid the commercial value as
a going concern, or the present cost of con-
struction, less depreciation, as contended by
the Trust. The tfotal expenditure which I
mentioned as having been incurred on the
tramway System to the date of acquisition
by the Trust—#£1,025,303—made no provision
whatever for depreciation. If depreciation
is taken into consideration, undoubtedly that
sum would be considerably reduced. The
Full Court of Queensland which gave the
matter consideration held by a majority
verdict that—

““ Replacement value (less depreciation)
was the basis of assessinent of the pur-
chase money.” .

‘The minority of the Court found that—

“The basis should be the value of a
profit-earning commercial going concern,
with all its assets and powers.”

The majority decision was appealed against,
and it was decided to take the matter to the
Privy Council. Eminent barristers went to
London with the Premier, but the matter
did not come before the Privy Council. It
was settled outside, and the question now is
whether the Queensland Government were
justified, under all the circumstances, in not
permitting it to go to the Privy Council.
"The majority decision of the Queensland
Full Court followed the decision of the House
of Lords in 1894 in the Edinburgh and Lon-
don Tramway cases. The Melbourne and
Adelaide Tramway systems were acquired on
exactly the same basis—that is, without any
allowance for goodwill and on the basis of
the expenditure on the undertaking. It is
noteworthy in this respect that the Melbourne
case went to the Privy Council and was
decided adversely to the company but in
favour of the Melbourne Tramway authority.
As against these decisions the Brisbane Tram-
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ways Company could have cited cases which
took goodwill into consideration, such ‘as the
Perth Tramway case and the New Zealand
gas undertaking cases. It seems, therefore,
that there is authority both for and against;
but we must recollect that the Full Court of
Quecnsland decided by a majority against the
company and in favour of the Trust, and,
taking everything into consideration, par-
ticularly the most recent decisions-in various
parts of the world, there does not appear to
be any justification for the claim of the com-
pany. The claim of the Brisbane Tramways
Company seems to have been for the paper
value of the assets—that is, £1,653,000—
although, when the accountants made their
report, there was a shortage in the
tangible assets to the extent of £747,770.
Taking half of that amount and adding
it to the expenditure of the date of
acquisition, we get approximately £1,400,000,
which was the amount actually paid
to the company. It looks as if a com-
promise were made halfway between the
paper assets of the company and the total
expenditure in order to arrive at the present
value of the tramways. Under all the cir-
cumstances, according to an eminent financial
critic in Brisbane, the shareholders received
an exceptionally good thing. The statement
was published in the London ¢ Times’ that
this was a contentious matter disposed of
prior to the flotation of the Queensland con-
version loan, and one of the inferences which
can be drawn is that it was possibly saecri-
ficed to the larger consideration of the loan.

Hon. M. J. Kmmwan: If we had gone to -
the Privy Council, you would have said that
the company did not get a fair deal.

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman has no
foundation for saying that at all.

Hon. M. J. KirwaN: I have. I will give
vou something from ‘‘ Hansard ’ if you are
not careful.

Mr, KERR: In these matters there is one
principle which we must follow. We are on
safe ground if we stick to the laws of the
country. They provide for an appeal to the
Full Court of Queensland and thence to the
Privy Council. This case was ‘taken to the
Privy Council, but not adjudicated upon bv
them. It was taken out of their hands, and
the London ¢ Times”’ leaves room for the
inference that it was talen out of their hands
as it was of a contentious nature and the
conversion loan had to be floated. We should
have full information from the Home Secre-
tary, who undoubtedly has given the matter
thorough consideration, and know where we
stand. When the Brisbane Tramway Trust
Act of 1022 was before us, the Opposition
rightly contended that the Government had
no valuation of the tramway system, A
valuation had been commenced and large
sums of money were paid to experts, but
their work was never completed. We stated
then that *he ratepayers of Brisbane were
buying a pig in a poke. They did not know
what they were paying, and I venture to sav
that the amount which was paid would never
have been justified in any court in the world.

Let us look at the first annual report by
the Tramway Trust and see what an obsolete
system was taken over, and of which no valua-
tion was made bv the Government to protect
the ratepayers. The report says—

“ Much of the plant in the power house
is obsolete and inefficient ,gompared with

modern machinery
Mr. Kerr.]
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It fmthm says—

¢ The Trust's difficulties are accentuated
by the had Londlhon of many of the cars,
particularly  as  regards obsolete  and
mefficient motors, also by the bad condi-
tion of the wheols, incficient maintenance
of the insulation of clectric cables under-
neath the cars, and leaky roofs.”
It further says—
* Before "the Trust took charge the
tracks and road surfaces had been allowed
10 fall into a serious state of disrepair

.

I venture to say that the capital value of the
tramway system after two yvears operation
will he somewhere in the vicinity of £2,000,000.
I also heard it stat~d that because of the big
purchase price paid for the tramway system
there is a possibility of the Trust being very
fortunate indeed if they can balance their
accounts, let alone make a profit, over two
vears’ operations. Perhaps this is not a time
to go back into ancient history. but I do not
want to allow the attitude adopted by the
Government at the timo to pass without com-
ment when they did not sce to it that the
ratepayers were fully protected by having a
complete valuation of tho t1anmav system,
rather than accepting a paper valuation. I
hope the Minister will be able to explain why
we paid the amount mentioned for the tram-
way system. why it was in such a state of dis-
repair, why there was the discrepancy between
the «xpenditure by the company and the
amount that was paid. and why the.case was
not permitted to go to the Privy Counecil.

The HOME SECRETARY {(Hon. J. Stop-
ford, Mount Morgun): Yesterdaw, the Pre-
mier gave the hon. member for Enoggera an
undertaking that he would quote the figures
of the Valuation Board that were appointed
to deal with this matter, The hon. gentleman
has inferred that a lot of things happened.
If my niemory serves me aright, the Premier
had dealt with the loan matter in London
before the case was taken to the Privy Coun-

cil at all; it had no bearing on his mission
in London. Hon. members must be aware
that as far back as 1920 the Government

appointed a highly qualified Board, known
as the Tramways Valuation Board, to value
the tramway system. Thoy gave their valua-
tion then on the basis of replaccment value
at something like £1,750,000. No settlement
was reached, and when the Brisbane Tram-
way Trust Act was passed and it became
necessary to fix a basis upon which the price
of the system would be settled, those valu-
ations were no longer of any use. The
physical condition of the tramway and its
stock and assets had depreciated during the
period of three years which had elapsed,
and the price of material for replacement had
also altered during that period, so that the
Tramway Valuation Board were compelled
to make a furrher valuation.

Mr. TavLor: Was that the same board?
The HOME SECRETARY: Yes. They
went over their work again. The Brisbane

Tramways Company had a Valuation Board
also, and Dboth Valuation Boards worked
fairly harmoniously together in making joint
requests for the price of any machinery for
valuation that any paltiLular firm had an
agency for, and in working together a con-
siderable amount of expense was saved. On
the question of the physical value of the
tramway system each Board determined that
for themselves. based on their expert opinion.
There werc three determinations made by

[Mr. Kerr:
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the Tramways Valuation Board. The first
was the prime cost as at 1st January, 1923.
The Board stated that to replace the existing
undertaking at that date would have cost
£1,773,228. Then the Board determined
what they called the physical condition of
the assets at the same date, allowing for
depreciation of the wear and tear of the
various items that constituted the assets.
They reduced their valuation then to
£1,282,958. The Board then took a further
deduction, which they called ¢ further depre-
ciation on accouni of the expiration of the
lease at Countess Street.”” That is the power
station of the system. Under this heading
they allowed a depreciation of £144,622.
The Board under the heading of ‘inade-
quacy of the rolling-stock 7 allowed a further
sum of £29,733 for depreciation, giving a
final valuation of £1,063,231. The Board did
not take into account the unexpired franchise
of 12§ miles of tracks, for which they could
not arrive ab an cstimate. That brought the
value of the trams to what might be called
a physical condition standard, but the trouble
in Fngland was the contention by the Bris-
bane Tramways Company that the system
had a value greater than the physical condi-
tion standard.

Mr. What was their value?

The HOME SECRETARY : I do not know.
The company claimed that there was a
further asset 1n the shape of goodwill, or com-
mercial value, and that this factor had to
be taken into consideration when taking over
a commercial undertaking. That was the
point the Privy Council were to be called
upon to decide—the basis of valuation om
which the Land Court of Queensland would
decide the question of compensation. As
the hon. member for Enoggera has stated,
the Solicitor-General, accompanied by Mr.
H. D. Macrossan, went to London with a
full knowledge of local conditions. In Lon-
don they briefed as counsel Sir John Simon
—a, very eminent counsel who has had a
distinguished carcer and has appeared in
many cases of a similar character. The
reason why the case did not proceed to the
Privy Council was because Sir John Simon
advised that, although he felt confident that
the Privy Council would not recognise any
claim for goodwill, it would probably deter-
mine that the basis upon which compensatiorn
should be adjusted would be the replace-
ment value of the assets at least three years
prior to the system being taken over. Im
other words, he was of opinion that compen-
sation would be determined on the basis of
what it would cost to enable the system to be
constructed and completed probably within
three vears of its being taken over. The
value \\oul(l therefore, have to be assessed
at the prices ruling for wages and material
when the Valuation Board made their deter-
mination of £1,750,000 as the then replace-
Sir John Simon
and other counsel advised that, if a settle-
ment could be reached at a reasonable figure
—in the vicinity of £1,500,000—and legal “and
other incidental expenses saved, the Trust
would be well advised to accept a settlement
along those lines,

The Secretary for Public Lands. who had
charge of the early negotiations in connec-
tion with the tramway busi-

[11 a.m.] ness, and T met representatives
of the Tramway Trust and dis-

cussed the matter from every angle. We con-
sidered that, if we had confidence enough to

TayLor:
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send legal representatives to the other side

and to brief Sir John Simon, we should
be guided by the legal advice of thoso
gentlesen  and  settle on  the lines they

adv ocated. Our representatives were success-
ful in settling at a sum of £1,400,000. Sir
John Simon. with his considerable experi-
ence, stated that that amount was much less
than the jvice of settlement would have
been. bascd upon the replacement value at
the period he quoted.

That is al
this stage.

The CHHATRMAN: I wish to point out
that T can see no vote here for the Brisbane
Tramway Trust. As I allowed the hon.
member  {for TFnoggera to make some
remarks upon the subyc{ I thought it only
fair that rhe ITome Secretary should reply.

I the information I can give at

Any debate will be in ordm ]uowded it
is confined to any refercnee to ‘the Tramway
Trust that may appear in this vote, but I
cannot allow hon. members to go further
into the details of the Tramway Trust
settlement,

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): T desire infor-

mation from the Home Seerctary regarding
the practice of releasing prisoners, T know
the system has been In vogue for many
vears, and I do not wish to suggost for onc
moment that the present Government are
inaugurating a different system from that
followed bv revious Gmelnmenh In my
opinion the present system is most unsatis-

faotorx it is unfair, and in many cases
unjust.
So far as I can understand, prisoners

have been allowed out of gaol upon the
recommendation of the Home Secretary—
T am not referring specifically to the present

Home Secretary.

The HowmE SECRETARY: That is not a
general practice.

Mr. MORGAN : It may not be, but it has
been done. The point I wish to make is
that it would be much better if a board

were constituted to deal with cases that were
considered harsh. I feel confident that many
men in. the past have bheen able to get
out of gaol because of political influence
‘being used on their behalf.

Mr. WrienT: Prior to 1915, perhaps.

Mr. MORGAXN: Those men are released
only to be breught back again after com-
mitting another and more serious offence.
Only during the last few weeks we had the
example of two men who had both been
sentenced  to death being set at liberty.
"They again committed crimes and received
further sentences. One committed a murder
at Roma, and received a life sentence.
Another man who had been sentenced to
death for a brutal murder was released after
serving a comparatively short sentence. e
again committed a crime and has now been
sentenced to three veoars; his offence was
robbery with viclence.

I think we need a better system. I also
understand—and this practice has been in
force for some vears—that the Home

Secretary, when making an official visit to
‘St. HG]CHd or any other gaol, allows a
remizsion of three weeks or so off the sen-
tences of prisoners. It is a sort of act
of clemency. It may be very nice for the
Home Secerctary to malke himself appear a
good fellow among prisoners.
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The HOME SECRETARY :
his first official visit.

Mr. MORGAN : It is the practice usually
followed by the Home Secretary on his first
visit to the prison after his appointment, but
I do not think it is right. If it is thought
that a sentence is too severe, or because of
ill-health of the prisoner or some other eir-
cumstance, a remission of the sentence should
take place. I am not against a remission of
the sentence if it is ]ushﬁable but what I
object to is that there is no set rule applyving
to the remission of sentences. I would like
to know from the Home Secretary whether
he would favour the appointment of a board
to deal with every application for the remis-
sion of a sentence. Such a board would do
away with the influence that may be used by
polmcmus to get some prisoner “out of gaol.
It is no use saying that that_has not been
done. We know it has been done times out
of number, and the time is ripe when a
different system should be instituted and
every prisoner should have the same con-
sideration. The present system is a bad
system. It is not fair to the prisoners, and
1 would like the Home Secretary to give an
expression of opinion based on the experience
he has gained. 1 am sorry that the late
Home Secretary, Mr. Appel. is not present.
because he had many vears of cxperience,
and 1 suppose that he let just as many
prisoners out of gaol, if not more, than have
been let out by any other Home Sccretary.
But simply because Home Secretaries in the
past have let men out of gaol without get-
ting all the information necessary does mnot
in any wayv go to show that the system should
be perpetnated. I would like to have some-
thing even more than the report of a ]udo"(‘
before a prisoner receives a remission of
sentence. I do not think a report from the
judge who inflicted the sentence is at all
satisfactory. I know men have been let out
of gaol against the advice of the judge. A
board consisting of three judges could be
appointed without additional expense to the

It is the practice on

State. and the extra work invelved would
not be in any way embarrassing to the
judees. Such a board could inquire into

every case when an application is made for
a remission of the sentence, and it should
consider each case on its merits. No doubt
circumstances will arise when a prisoner
should have some clemency extended to him.
That is possible. and it is only right that
clemency should be extended to such a
prisoner, but at the present time we have no
system. Remissions of sentence are granted
indiscriminately. One man may succeed In
being released after serving six months or
five years of his sentence, while another man
who has no political pull is comnelled to
serve the full sentence allotted to him.

Mr. HarmEy: Some people who should be
in gaol succeed in keeping ocut of gaol.

Mr. MORGAN: We must not attempt to
deal with those who have not succeeded in
getting into gaol. It is those who have suc-
ceeded in getting into gaol with whom we
should deal. The\ deserve fair play and fair
treatment. which ther are not getting at the
present time. Some” are getting more than
a fair share of leniency, and that has been
shown repeatedly by the fact that men have
committed further offences almost Immedi-
atoly after ther have been released. I would
like to know whether the Home Secretary
has any figures available as to the number
of men who have got back into gaol after

Mr. Morgan.]
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having had their previous sentences reduced.
It is quite true that the treatment of
prisoners has been considerably altered duor-
ing the last twenty or thirty years. While
at one time prisoners were not treated fairly
in the gaols of Australia or in the gaols of
the world, we now endeavour to make them
comfortable while they are in gaol. We now
endeavour to reform them by kindness. The
gaols are now made so comfortable with pic-
ture shows and such things that many
prisoners, as soon as they get out of gaol,
want to get back again. They look upon the
gaol as home. They consider the world out-
side as being too hard, and a great number
of them want to get back. Anything that
can be done in the way of reform of prisoners
should be done. If we can reform one
prisoner and make a useful citizen of him,
then we have done good so far as that indi-
vidual is concerned, and anything that is
done to reform a criminal and convert him
into a useful citizen will always have my
support. I do not think the present system
is up to date, nor does it work satisfactorily,
and I should like to see the Home Secretary
introduce a system under which everyone
will get fair play and there will be no
favours to anyone.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): In reply to the
hon. member, I should like to say that at the
present time there is really no definite svstem
as to the remission of sentences.

Mr. Moreax: That is what I complain of.

The HOME SECRETARY: A large
amount of the remissions given in Queens-
land is the result of recommendations from
the Comptroller of Prisons on account of
good work performed by the prisoners. I
have been going into this question for some
time. My personal belief is that we could
reward a prisoner in a more effective way.
and 1 am trying to obtain some method
whereby by “ over-task bonuses” we shall
get the same result from the prisoners, and
when the prisoner leaves gaol he will have
a sufficient amount of money to his credit to
give him a fair chance to make a start.
(Hear, hear!} My short experience in the
Home Sceretary’s office has taught me that
the worst eriminal is the best prisoner. The
man who has had experience of gaol life soon
learns that it pays him to obey orders and
to do everything possible to win the favour
of those in charge. A prisoner who is not
a criminal in the sense that we would regard
him as an habitual criminal resents the disci-
pline, and is continually in conflict with the
authorities and does not earn their goodwill,

T think that a system of that description
would be better than giving remissions for
good work. The cases that have happened
lately are in a large measure due to the fact

that remissions of a very generous nature .

were given in this State, but the position is
not what the hon. member suggests. The
remissions were not given indiscriminately,
hut were based on a scale according to the
sentence of tho priconer, so that the individual
was 1Y no wav taken into account. With
regard to remissions of sentence, no remissions
have been granted “ off my own bat” unless
recommendsd on account of good work by the
Comptroller. or unless the prisoners were able
to show that there was a reasonable prospect
of their being, as first offenders, taken in
charge after they left the gaol and given a
fresh start in hfe. But in regard to anv
remissions of sentence I think I can safely

[Mr. Morgan.
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sav that in cas:s of over three months the
(‘abinet have always insisted that the matter
shall be remitted to the judge who sentenced
the prisoner, for his comment.

Mr, TayLoR: Do the Cabinet consider the
question of remission as a (abinet responsi-
bility ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Ministers take
the responsibility, but they invariably ask for
a report from the superintendent of the gaol
in which the prisoner is serving his sentence.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I rige
with a two-fold object. The Minister has
partly dealt with the matter I wish to refer
to. I do not often disagree with the *hon.
member for Murilla, but I do not agree with
him in his statement that the hon. member
for Albert, when Home Sccretary, no doubt
eranted more remissions than any previous-
Minister.

Mr. Moreax: I did not mean to say that.

IHox. W. H. BARNES: T would like to say.
as a member of that Cabinet, that we never
thought of granting any remission of sentence
to any man without first of all getting a report
from the judge who gave the sentence. [
might say that very frequently a judge him-
self, if he thinks that a man is worthy of
some consideration after the sentence is-
imposed, will write to the Home Secrctary,
who Invariably passes the matter on to the
Cabinet and advises that something should
be done in a certain direction. The Home
Secretary is quite right when he says that
no one administering the department * off
his own bat” would take the responsibility
of letting men out indiscriminatels.

I am very glad that this discussion has
cropped up, because in the interests of the
community there are some things on this vote
which want clearing up. I want to deal with
some matters and ask the Home Secretary for
information thereon. Recently we had infor-
mation that a man who committed a murder
—which the judge said was one of the worst
cases that he had ever known—was released
after serving some seven vears of his sentence
I can hardly think that the judge who tried
him for murder recommended that that man
should be sct free. The Fome Secretary has
indicated how these things are happening,
and he has said that the (omptroller of
Prisons has somerhing to do with it, and that
people who arc often the worst prisoners know
best how to beliave themselves in prison. The
point which strikes me is that apparentiz
too much attention has been given to someone
who Is not the judge. and possibly too little
attention to th- judge’s comments. It is a
iravesty of justice. Realising that every man
has a right to mend his ways, surely it is the
duty of the State to help a man who has
fallen to lead a better life: but it secms to
me an awful thing that a man who has been
convicted of murder should be released after
serving seven vears of his sentence, and that
one of the first things he does is to start on
his career of crime again. I would like the
Home Secretary to make some statement, as
the people should know the position.

The Home SECRETARY : I made a statement
to the Press.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No man respects
the Press more than I do, but this is the time
to ask the Home Secretary in this Committee,
because we are the Parliament of Queensland.
whether these things have happened. I trust
ths Home Secretarsy will give us some infor-
mation in connection with these cases.
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Then there are other things which want
adjustment, as the hon. member for Murilla
pointed out. I do not know whether it is the
law which wants amending, but to me it is
an awful thing that a man can do what no
parent should ever do—I speak seriously—
and that he should tamper with his own
daughter and then get one of the most
moderate sentences in the world—a sentence
of a few months. I say there is something
wrong.

. The Howe Secrerary: That is not a ques-
tion for the Home Department.

Hox. W. 1I. BARNES: The Home Secre-
tary has something to do with this indirectly;
at any rate, it all hinges upon the question
of punishment. I am sure thc Home Secre-
tary will realise the grave matter I am bring-
ing hefore the Touse—I do not do it lightly
I say there is something wrong in connection
with the business. I have no sympathy with
the man who embezzles, but apparently an
embezzler is a gentleman; but the man who
would be so vile as to tamper with that which
13 given to him by the Almighty is indeed
an astounding thing, and I thought it my
dutr to bring the matter up this morning.
I trust the whole matter will be gone into very
seriously by the Cabinet as a whole in order
to find out how it is that these shamsful loop-
holes are manifest in connection with our
system of justice to-day.

The HoME SkcrETary: That is the judge’s
sentence.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am not blaming
the Home Sccretary. It would be manifestly
unfair to come along and say that he was
blamable for what the judge did. but there is
something wrong in our law if that is the state
of the law in this particular direction.

Thr CIIAIRMAN : Order!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I will leave that
subject. I am prepared to admit, Mr.
Pollock, that you have allowed me a little
latitude in that connection, but vou have
realised the importance of the matter, and
that 1s my reason for touching on it. I
am glad that the Assistant Home Secretary
is in his seat on the front bench at this
juncture.  What I want to ask the hon.
gentleman is if there have been any irregu-

larities in counection with the ¥ Golden
- Casket” lately that are unknown to the
public. I am advised—rightly or wrongly—

I do not say that I am correct, but the
matter is of such importance that I have a
vight to bring it before the Committee—I
am_advised that there have been irregu-
larities, and that some men have been
dismissed consequent on irregularities in the
direction of altering the numbers of the
prize winners after they have been read out.
I do not say that the statement is correct,

but it has beer brought before me by
someone whom I regard as a reputable
citizen. I want to know whether some

men have been dismissed because of those
irregularities—giving prize money to which
those who got it were not entitled. I am
conscious that when I raise the point
my action may be misjudged because I am
in opposition to the ““Golden (asket,” but
that does not count with me. I ask if
any men have been dismissed, and if
moneys were paid to men who really had
not the winning tickets. Let me sayv that I
am as certain as I stand on my feet that
everything that the Assistant Minister has
done in that conuection has been absolutely
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straight and aboveboard. T would Le very
unfair if I tried to drag in the hon. gentle-
man, because I think that his action in
connection with all matters has been irre-
proachable. But I ask, have any men been
dismissed? Have any moneys been paid to
men who tampered with the list of winning
numbers, and if so, have the proper winners-
received prizes? If men in receipt of
salaries have deliberately done such things,
why were they not prosecuted? Where 1s
the law to-day if these things can happen?

Mr Carter: Why o
charge?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: If I do not get an

you not make a

answer, I am going to ask a question to-
TMOTTOW.
Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): T take it

that we ought not to impose sentences on
prisoners merely with the idea of punish-
ment. [ do not think that we should give
a man ten years for some crime simply to
punish him for that crime. I think that
we put him in gaol in the first place simply
=0 that he may not be a menace to society,
and in the second place to give him an
opportunity to reform. I am of opinion
that many people think—and I believe that
it is even in the minds of judges to-day—
that it is simply a matter of meting out
punishment. If we do not get away from
this idea of meting out punishment, we
shall never do as well with the priscners
as we should. It is a serious imnistake to
put men who are morally decent inside
prison walls.

The CHAIRMAXN : The Lon. member will
not be in order in discussing the general
question of imprisomment on this vote. He
will be in order in dealing with the remis-
sion of sentences on this vote.

Mr. WARREN : I bew to your ruling, Mr.
Pollock, and I shall deal with the remission
of sentences. So far as the remission referred
to bhv ihe hon. member for Wynnum is
concerned, the Home Secretary is very unfor-
tunate. A judge has made some very strong
remarks about it, and I was in a barber’s
shop this morning with the hon. member for
Rosewood when a reputable citizen of Bris-
bane raised the question. I think we should
krow something of this particular case and
understand why the man concerned ~was
allowed out of gaol and became a menace
to society in a very little while. I say
that the Minister is responsible rather tham
the (fabinet, because the Cabinet does not
go into the case as the Minister does. If
this man was rcleased oun the recommenda-
tion of the Minister and he beecame a danger
to societv., we arc entitled as members of
Parliament to ask the hon. gentleman why
i* happened. I de not say that there is not
a little exaggeration, but we do hear’
constantly that this practice is becoming a
greater menace under the present Govern-
ment than ever before, and. if men are being
released practically wholesale after a shortr
rortion of their sentence is served. it is time
the Minister reviewed the matter. It is also-
time he reviewed the whaole system of the
treatment of prisoners. I want to know
whether the remarks made by the judge who-
tried the man to whom I have alluded were
correct, and whether the Minister takes
the responsibility of rcleasing prisoners who-
heconie a danger to the community soon
afterwards.

Mr, Warren.]



568 Supply.
The IIOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mowunt JMorgan): Judge Mac-

naughton did make some comments upon a
cortain case. as he had a right to do. but
he was wrong in saying that he was the
judge who had rtried the prisoner, as the
case had been tried by My, Justice Real.
The man concerned was found guilty of
mursler  and  sentenced to death.  The
Governor in Council decided not to carry
out the sentence but imposed instead one
of imprisonment for fifteen vears. According
to the Press report the man got a remission

of thirteen years. but that was wrong. What
happened was  this: TUnder the Prison
Regulations prisoners arve entitled to a
guarter remission of their sentences. This

man got a guarter of his term off, or three
years and nine months. Then he got the
{)oace remission, based on a scale determined
oy, the Cabiner, which gave him a further
three vears off, and alzo a remission of one
wear, known as the prisoners’ remission. He
also ‘got six weeks’ remission. upon the
recommendation of the Comptroller-General,
for good work performed.

Mr. Tavior: Do those remissions apply to
all sentences?

The IIOME SECRETARY: Yes. I have
had a request from a deputation of chaplains
of the gaols, who are visiting the prisons
every day, asking me to give an additional
remission on account of the Brisbane Cen-
tenary.

Mr. KeLso: What remission did this man
get on vour first official visit?

The HOME SECRETARY : T do not know
that he was there when I made myv first
official visit, but whaiever remission I gave
it was given cqually to all prisoners. The
chaplains naturally thought that it was an
excellent idea 1o give a further remission on
account of the Centenary, but I told them
that T was not going to give any remission
on that ground. At the time peace was
-declared everybody felt happy and humane
and desired to do something for those less
fortunate than himself, and the remission
was given. This man received a remission
equal to that of the others. and not because
he had more friends than any other prisoner.

Mr. Kerk: Did he actually
sentence of fifteen years?

The HOME SECRETARY:
that.

Hon. W. H. Baryus:
“ Golden Casket ™ prizes?

The HOME SECRETARY: I have not
got the information at present, but I am
getting 1it.

Hon. W. H. Baryes: Do you say that my
statement 1s not correct?

The HOME SECRETARY: I could not
say. The * Golden Casker ” is not under
the control of the Home Secretary, but under
the control of the “ Golden Casket” Com-
mittee, quite apart from the Home Secre-
tary’s Department.

Hon. W. H. Barxis:
information ?

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes. I hope
to have it by the time we reach the vote for
hospitals, and I will give it then.

Mr. KERR (Enroggera) : There is another
matter [ want to mention on this vote—the

method of filling vacancies on local authori-
ties by the Govermor in Council. I dealt

[Hon. J. Stopford.

serve  his
He served
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with thix matter during the municipal elec-
tions.  In my electorate two vacancies
occurred in one of the divisions of the
Moggill Shire Council. The Government

have seen f{it to override the
[11.30 a.m.| recommendation of the local

" authority concerned and make
two partisan appointments. One of the
appointees is mnotorious for his partisan-
ship. The other appointee, 1 understand.
was the secretary of the Workers’ Political
Organisation outside the shire. Neither of
these gentlemen is living in the division for
which they were appointed. The Govern-
ment saw fit to make those appointments in
face of the recommendation of the residents
and the shire council that two residents
agreed 1o by the council and the other
residents  be appointed to the position.
They have lived in the district for many
yvears and are capable and efficient men. I
want an explanation—I am justified in ask-
ing for it—as to why these appointments
have been made, The Moggill Shire Council
passced this resolution—

““That this council desires to enter a
most emphatic protest against the ap-
pointment made by the Government to
fill the two vacancies in the No. 2 divi-
sion of the shire.

“ They would point out that they
made it the f{irst business of the agenda
of their first meeting to nominate two
eminently suitable candidates. hoth of
whom are residents in the division of
the shire in which the vacancies occur-
red. but that the Government paid no
vegard to their recommendation butb
appointed two members, in no way more
suitable for the vacancy, and neither
of whom vresides in the division for
which they were appointed.”

Subsequently I had the pleasure of intro-
ducing a deputation to the then Assistant
Home Secretary, the Hon. . T. Brennan.
At this stage I am compelled to say that
during my four years’ experience as a mem-
ber of Parliament I have not received such
disconrtesy from any Minister as T reccived
at the hands of the then Assistant Home
Secretary. It is very hard for me to find
words to describe the discourtesy with which
he received the deputation. I am sorry to
have to raise the question in this Chamber:
but when T head a deputation of my consti-
tuents to deal with a fair and just matter
I expect to be treated courteously by
Ministers, and I exvnect the gentlemen whom
T take there and who represent the residents
olf their districts to be treated with courtesy
also.

Hon. M. J. Kmirwax: Who was dis-
courteous ?
Mr. KERR: The present Secretary for

Public Instruction. I desive to have the
matter placed on record in ¢ Hansard,” and
I hope that such a thing will never occur
again. Three residents from Moggill formed
that deputation, and this is the reply that
I received as a result of that deputation—
“ With reference to the interview of
vourself and three residents of Moggill
with the ¥on, the Assistant Home
Secretary, on the 26th instant, regard-
ing the appointment of Messrs. Doyle
and Woodcock as Councillors for Divi-
sion 3. of the Shire of Moggill, I have
the honour to inform vou that, in
pursuance of the responsibility imposed
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upon the Governor in (‘ouncil, Messrs.
Doyle and Woodcock were appointed
nmembers of the Moggill Shire {ouncil
to fill the vacancies caused by the failure
to hold an election. With regard to
vour contention that the Governor in
Clouncil should have appointed the per-
sons recommended by the council. T am
to point out that the Governor in
Council is not bound by the representa-
tions or recommendations of the council
in the matter.

With regard to vour objection to the
appointment of Mr. Woodcock on the
ground that he is not an elector of
Moggill, I huve to point out that any
clector 15 qualified to be elected or
uppointed a member of a local authority.
This is a condition which applies in
parliamentars elections, and has always
applied in regard to local government
elections. In fact, the Moggill Shire
('ouncil has on several occasions had a
cliatrman who was not a resident of the
area.’”’

Hon. M. J. Kmrwax: Why did not those
people who were so interested nominate for
the election?

Mr. KERR : The hon. gentleman evidently
does not understand the position. Let me
explain a little further. One of the nominees
unfortunately was just too late with
his nomination paper, and it was not
accepted by the returning officer on that
account, His nomination paper was signed,
bat hc was too late. That man was subse-
quently recommneded to the shire couneil
and the recommendation was agreed to by
the council and forwarded to the Home

Secretary’s office, but in face of that
another man, who 1is a partisan. was
appointed. In the other case at the very

last moment the nominee was requested not
to stand, and unfortunately there was not
sufficient time to complete another nomina-
tion paper. Immediately after the election
his name was submitted by the residents to
the local authority and was recommended
and forwarded to the Home Secretary’s office.
In that case, as in the other, this man was
turned down and a partisan was appointed.
The petition presented to the Home Secre-
tary’s office contained the names of 98 per
cent. of the residents of the district, but the
Government have not scen fit to reverse the
action they have taken. Notwithstanding
my representations and the representations of
the residents, the position still exists. In
the early stages, when it was found that two
representatives were still required on the
shire council, T telephoned the Home Sec-
retary’s office to ascertain the proper course
of action, and I was told that the council at
its first meeting should nominate two
suitable men. The chairman of the shire
«council was in my office when I telephoned
the flome Sccretary’s office. The day after
the council meeting the two names were
forwarded to the Home Sceretary’s office,
and I +hink about eight days afterwards two
cother names were gazetted, and the council
was informed that those two gentlemen, who
were not nominated by the residents, and
who were not nominated by the council, were
appointed. It is reprehensible to see any
‘Goevernment doing what we can call prosti-
tuting local government by appointing their
own supporters. The time has passed for
Governments to take auy such action as
that. I am not going to say that the men
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appointed may not be as efficient in carrving
oui their dufies, but the Government have
acted coutrary to the spirit of the Local
Authorities Act. What is the use of placing
legislation on the statute-book unless vou

.are going to carry it out in its proper spirit?

I know that the Government can make any
appointments they desire.

Mr. F. A, Coorrr: The Act does not per-
wilt; it authorises.

Mr. KERR: I7 the hon. gentleman can
sce any difference, then he is drawing a very
fine line of demarcation. 1 think it has
occurred only once before in Queensland
where a local authority’s recommendation has
been overruled. We do not know when the
Greater Brisbane scheme is coming into
operation. There are one or two big works
to be carried out in the Moggill Shire. It
has been stated very freely that the Secre-
tary for Agriculturc has a selection in my
electorate, and it is proposed to build main
roads. There is going to be a good deal of
cxpense in that shire on that main road.
These two men, recently appointed to the
Moggill Shire Council, are going to have a
vote on certain matters, and I now ask the
Government to do the right thing and demand
the resignations of their two appointees,
and have an election, if necessary, or appoint
the men recommended by the council.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: Do you run the
show ?
Mr. KERR: The Government should do

the right thing.

The Dbell indicated that the hon.
man’s time had expired.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The matter
raised by the hon. member for Enoggera
should have the very serious consideration
o. the Government. No doubt, what they
did in appointing ithe two men concerned
was perfectly Jegal, but at the same time T
think it was inost reprehensible, especially
constdering that the local authority made
certain  recommendations and presented a
petition with regard to the matter. If there
1« power for the Government to make
appointments to positions that have not been
filled at aun eclection, then that should only
be done when it is shown that a majority
of the clectors desire that it should be done.
We were told that one candidate’s nomina-
tion wax not lodged in time. It should have
been Jodged in time, and there is no excuse
for anyone not lodging his nomination in

gentle-

time. He could have it in davs before if he
chose.
Mr. Moraax: That does not justify the

appointments that have been made.

Mr. TAYLOR: That is so. It is a repre-
hensible practice, and one which, if allowed
to continue, is going to degrade local govern-
ment work. No Government should have the
power to do what the Government did in
this particular instance, and the hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera was quite justified in
drawing attention to the matter.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): The hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera has performed an impor-
tant public duty in calling attention to what
happened in connection with the appoint-
ments to the Shire of Moggill. When an
appointment has {o be made to fill a vacancy
in the Federal Senate both State Houses
of Legislature meet—or in the case of Queens-
land the Legislative Assembly merely—and

Mr. Morgan.]
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an appointment,
vacancy in the

make

fill a

An appointment to
Senate was recently
made in Victoria by both Houses of the
State Legislature. If representatives of a
local authority who have been returned by
the ratepayers meet in the same manner and
make a recommendation to the Government
to fill any vacancy, that recommendation
should be respected. Those members who
have been elected by the democratic vote of
the people are humiliated if their recom-
mendation is turned down. No more demo-
cratic principle could be conceived than the
principle of one adult one vote which pre-
vails 1n the election of our local authorities
to-day. Notwithstanding the fact that the
members of this local authority were elected
on that franchise, the Government saw fit to
turn down their recommendation and appoint
other persons who from a political point of
view were more fitted to represent the
Government than the views of the people
concerned. Hon. members know that the
clectors have two opinions in regard to the
elections for local authorities and for the
State and Federal Parliaments, A great
many electors who vote for socialistic can-
didates in the State and Federal elections
vote against Labour nominees in the election
of Jocal authorities. The reason for that is
probably found in the fact that they own a
little bit of land.

Mr. WiLson: That has not been the case
throughout Queensland.
Mr. MORGAN: Socialistic candidates

have certainly succeeded in being returned
in Brisbane.

Hon. M. J. Kirwaxn: The whole of the
Ithaca Town Council is composed of Labour
members, who are local residents.

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. member for
Fortitude Valley must realise that he secures
a great many votes at the local authority
clections from people who do not vote Labour,
because he is looked upon as a moderate.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! Order!

Mr. MORGAN: That fact shows that,
whereas certain people hold one set of views
for thé State and Federal Parliaments, they
hold another set of views in local authority
elections.

Mr. WiLsoN: How do you account for the
fact that a man can hold a seat on a local
authority for sixteen years on a property
qualification, but directly the adult franchise
is introduced he is defeated?

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. member could
fill such a position just as admirably from
a capitalistic as from a socialistic point of
view. The hon. member for Enoggera is to
be commended in bringing forward this
matter, as the action of the Government was
not justified in any shape or form.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): If the
hon. member for Hnoggera had not raised
the question on this vote, he would have
been absolutely failing in his duty. The
position is that the shire council elected
by the people made certain recommendations,
and, for some reason or other which it is
not hard to guess. their recommendation
was thrown to the winds.

Mr. Kerr: For political reasons.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I quite recognise
that the Home Secretary has the right to
appoint anybody resident in Queensland to a
local authority. Does the hon. gentleman
not think in connection with local authority

[#r. Morgan.
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work that the person who lives within the
area 1s better suited for the position of
member than a person brought in from out-
side? The successful man in connection with:
local government work is the man who has
interests in the local authority itself. This
so-called policy of the Government is most
extraordinary; it is not just. If democracy
does not mean justice, then something is-

wrong. It has been suggested that the
appointments were made for political
reasons.

Mr. Kerso: ** Spoils to the victors |”
Hox. W. H. BARNES: Some one has a

pull, and that pull has been in the direction
of not doing justice.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): I am not con-
versant with the facts of this case, and the
Secretary for Public- Instruction, who, while
acting as Assistant Minister, dealt with the
matter, is not present.

Mr. MorGAN : He ought to be present.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I am surprised
at the speech delivered by the hon. member
for Enoggera in regard to the appointments
made to the Moggill Shire Council. A similar-
case occurred in my electorate in the Wan-
garatta Shire Council. Three nominations
were required for one of the subdivisions,
and only two were received. Those two-
were returned unopposed, but a third repre-
sentative was required. Quite naturally my
supporters wired me to get a Labour man
appointed, which was quite right.

Mr. Moreax: Why did he not nominate?

Mr., COLLINS: The other side misfired,
and my own people misfired too. What was-
wrong with a Labour Government, when
they had the opportunity, appointing Labour
supporters to those positions? (Oppositiorn:
dissent.) Never since there has been respon-
sible government in Queensland has a Labour
supporter been appointed to any position at
all when hon. members opposite have had’
control of the Government.

Mr. Moreax: Yes—to the Upper House.

Mr. COLLINS: We have set out to look
after our own interests, and we are entitled
to do that by appointing on local govern-
ment bodies men who are in sympathy with
our ideals.

Mr. Krrr: But not against the express
wish of the residents.

Mr. COLLINS: We have been told by
hon. members opposite that the Governmenty
have done something wrong.

Mr. Kerr: So you have,

Mr. COLLINS: When I was speaking in
this Chamber the other day I was told we
ought 1o take the mote out of our own eyes,
but hon. members opposite want to pull the
beam—which is a very big one—out of their
eyes. . The Labour Government, as repre-
senting the Labour movement, would be:
doing wrong if, when the opportunity offered,
they did not appoint to all such positions
men_in accord with them and the ideals of’
the Labour movement.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): If T under-
stand the position and the remarks of the-
hon. member for Bowen, then men should
be appointed to local government bodies
because of their political ideas. I hope that
the Home Sccretary will give the Committee
some explanation, as the case as outlined by
the hon. member for Enoggera is a scan-
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dalous one. We had two men recommended
for the council—two men who were not
wanted, but who were pushed by the Govern-
ment and appointed.

Mr. WeLso: Their appointments to the
Upper House were always Labour men, too.

Mr. DEACON: The others were turned
down because of their political opinions. If
thas sort of thing is going to be carried on,
the Government are certainly not going to do
any better than they accuse the Tory Govern-
ments of doing. They said it was wrong for
the Tory Governments to do such things, yet
here we have the Labour Government appoint-
ing two men who are not wanted by the
people, simply because of their political
opinions. It is altogether wrong for coun-
cillors to be selected on account of their
political opinions.

Mr. KELSO (Yundal): 1 hope some
explanation will be given to the very serious
statement made by the hon. member for
Enoggora. Of course, the Assistant Home
Secretary and the Home Secretary arve quite
right in saying that thev are not responsible
for the appointment. Will the Home Secre-
tary assure us that an explanation will he
given at some subsequent date?

The HoME SECRETARY : I am not tho respon-
sible Minister.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman does
not expect the Assistant Minister to accept
the responsibility ? The Home Secretary says
that he can give no explanation——

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not know what
was in the late Assistant Home Secretary’s
mind when he made the appointments.

Mr. KELSO: Will the hon. gentleman
promise us that an explanation will be mad«
at some subsequent period?

The Houme SecreraRY: No. 1 say my
colleague was perfectly within his rights,
according to the Aet, in doing what he did.
I do not know what evidence the hon. gentle-
man had before him.

Mr. KELSO: We all know that the Local
Authorities Act gives the Minister discretion,
bhut was the step a wise one? The hon.
gentleman ignored the reccommendation made
to him by those concerned. Does the Home
Secretary justify such an action as that? I
think the hon. member for Fnoggera was
quite right in asking for an explanation and
for assuming that, unlsss an explanation is
given, the only inference is that the Minister
made a straightout political appointment.

GOVERNMENT MrMBERS: Hear, hear! and
langhter.
Mr. KELSO: The hon. member for

Wynnum, when I interjected, “ Spoils to the
vietors I” would not go so far as to say that
it was a political appointment. He made
his own statement in his nice, gentle way.
Sowe of us on this side say without reservation
that it was an unadulterated political appoint-
ment.
Mr. WEIR: Quite right, too.

Mr. KELSO: Yes, according to the bunch
in that corner. It seems to me to be a reflec-
tion on the Home Secretary that even at
short notice he is unable to give an explana-
tion in an important matter like this. The
matter certainly calls for sonie explanation.
Is the opinion of the ratepavers and the men
elected by the ratepayers in a democratic way
to he ovorlooked?

Mr. Corrixs: You should say ¢ elected by
the people.”
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Mr. KELSO: The hon. member for Bowen
is an awful ¢ stickler” for the use of the
word ‘ People,” with a huge “P.” In this
case the local authority represents the people
-—that will perhaps suit the ideas of the late
leader of the Labour party, the hon. member
for Bowen. That being so, the Minister has
seen fit to override the decision of the repre-
sentatives of the people. What effect is that
going to have on local authority government
throughout the State? The effect will be that
the men appointed to local authorities will
feel that in any action taken by them the
Home Secretary may step in and reverse its
effect. I say it is a wrong thing to introduce
political influence info local government work.
The hon. momber for Enoggera is justified in
his request, and I am only sorry that we
cannot get some explanation for the most
undemocratic decision at which the Minister
arrived.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): The hon.
member for Bowen statsd that this was a per-
feetly justifiable thing for the Minister to do.
Their party are in power; they have the
opportunity: and it 1s a case, as the hon.
member - for Nundah intsrjected, ¢ Spoils to
the victors.” T think it 1s a wrong thing
fo introduce political influence into loecal
covernment work, I have argued to that
effect elsewhere. In this case the hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera stated he has behind him
98 per cent. of the people of Moggill Shire
and the Moggill Shire Council. Those people
expressed an opinion that certain men should
he appointed. Instead of that, we have people
appointed by the Government. I am not going
to say anvthing as to the functions of the
Assistant Home Seccretary at the time, but 1
contend that the introduction of political
influence into local government work is going
to hawe a detrimental effect on the State.
When Labour members were Iin opposition
they advocated in similar fashion, but they
are now changing their views, Notwithstand-
ing- that, we find the **Standard” and
other Labour papers on various occasions coni-
plaining that the people they represent do
not get a show at all, and that the Labour
Government are appointing men with Torsy
views.

It is a <deplorable position at which we have
arrived. I hold no brief for those men who
were so negligent as to delay sending in their
nowmination papers, but T find fault with the
Minister, who 1s supposed to have no political
hias, carrving out the instructions given by
a political institution. It would appear that
we are introducing the system which is called:
“opaft” in America to-day. To follow the
argument of the hon. member for Bowen to
a logical conclusion, as soon as the present
Government vacate the Treasury benches and
those benchss arc occupied by the present
Opposition, we would be justified in clearing
out the whole of the men appointed by this
Government for political purposes. That is a
wrong idea, and I say the hon. member for
Euoggera is perfectly justified in demanding
an explanation, for he is supported by 98 per
cent. of the people of Moggill Shire.

The Assistant Home Secretary has no right
to be silent on a question like this. He knows
quite well what has been done. Why is he not
man enough, like the hon. member for Bowen:
and other hon. members opposite. to say that
this was a political appointment?

Mr. Corixs: I
appointment.

said it was a Labour

Mr. Mazwell.]
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Mr. MAXWELL: T know
Communistic appointment.

At 11.57 a.m.,

Mr. F. A. CoOpER (Dremer),

panel of Temporary Chalrmen,
Chairman in the chair.

Mr, MAXWELL: Whr does the hon.
gentieman want to put the 1osponslb1ht} o1
to the late Assistant Home Secretary?

The Houe SrcRETARY: How do I know

whar was in his mind when he made the
appoiutments ?

Mr., MAXWELL: I am not dealing with
the Home Secretary. I am deahng with
the late Assistant Home Secretary, under
whom the Local Authorities Act is adminis-
tered. If the hon. gentleman will only
give us an assurance that before passing
all the Tstimates_of the Home Secretary’s
Department he will inquire into this matter
and gnv' us the necessary information, we
shall know where we arve.

The HOME SECRETARY :
can I give?

Mr, MANWELL: It is no good the Howme
Secretary butring in on this, Dbecause the
administration of that department is under
the Hon. J. Kirwan, and I am asking
that gentlcma‘l for information: 1 am not
1)011101111;,r about the Home Secretary. It is
no good the Assistant Home Secretary try-
ing to shirk his responsibilities. Mr.
Brennan, as Assistant Minister, is the man
who was responsible for domg a certain
thing, and mlely in the avchives of his
department he has the information, What
is the object in carrying on business in this
way? 1 believe that a number of the
appointments that have been made have
been  made under instructions from the
Trades  Hall (Government  laughter.)
We have an example of it this morning.

My, Corrixs: They
wour leg.

Mr. MAXWELL: Hon. members always
know where I am, but I am hothered if we
know where to find the hon, member for
Bowen, whose attitude recently may be
sunimed up in the words—

“While I agree with the sentiments
that have been expressed by certain
members opposite, 1 am going to vote
with the Government.”

That is what somc members of the * Corner
party” say and do. Can I possibly persuade
the hon, gentleman who has only just talen
office in the Home Department to give us
this information? He is the individual w vho
is responsible. It is a very serious thing

rou did—not a

one of the
relieved the

What

information

have been pulling

so far as the Opposition are concerned.
You, Mr. Cooper, are interested in local
authoritx  work, and I venture to say
that, if your local authority made a

recommendation to this Government as to the
appointment of a certain individual. you
would have something to say if they flouted
your recommendation and went right out-
side your area and appoinfed two men with
pronounced antagonistic political views, 1L
am glad to be associated with the hon.
member for Enoggera, and I am certainly
astonished at the attitude taken up by the
Assistant Minister. We were told that the
Hon. M. J. Kirwan, as Minister adminis-
tering the Local Authorities Act, would be
a strong man. I want to see some of the
strength that the hon. gentleman has got.

[Ar. Mazwell.
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Hon. M. J. Kirwax:
me with that stufl.

Mr. MAXWELL: No. like Samson, he
has had his hair cut. and. having it cut, has
lost his strength. (Laughter.)

[12 noon]

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): I am glad
to hear that the Opposition have got some-
thing to complain about. It is quite refresh-
ing. The hou. member for Toowong appeals
to the Assistant Minister 1o be strong: he
appeals to his strength. The Minister has
done that which we think is right—which I
think 1s right—and the bhon. member for
Toowong said also that the Trades Hall
dominates certain appointments. I wish to
goodness 1t did.

Mr. KELsO:
appointments ?

Mr. WEIR: I always did. I am one who
believes that every council is better for
having Labour men in it. I would be happy
to see one or two Labour men appointed in
the Tory stronghold of the hon. member for
Toowong. We killed all the Tories but two
in my (ounul, and, if anything happens to
the other two, I hope we shall be able to
get in T.abour men, and I hope that, if we
go to the Minister and ask him to put in
Labour men, he will follow the example of
this Minister who was strong enough to
do the vight thing.

Mr. Moreax : He should be strong enough
to follow the recommendation of the council.

Mr. WEIR: The Labour organisation in
my district has always taken tho responsi-
bility of making Labour nominations, and
they expeet a Labour Government to pay
attention to these nominations. What 1is
wrong with that?

Mr. Kruso: You do not believe
Opposition ?

Mr. WEIR: I believe in domination by
the people. 1 believe the bulk of the people
are behind the Labour Government, and
that is why we are here.

Mr. MaxwerL: The bulk of the people
are not behind you.

OreosiTion MEeEumBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. WEIR: I am assured that they are,
and that is why we are over here. Fanty
twenty-nine members savmg they represent
the bulk of the people! If they 1epresent
the people intellectually, then God help this
State! This I1s the same old axe that they
wielded which is now falling on their
friends, so why the noisc? We suffered this
axe for donkey’s years.

Mr. Corrivs: For sixty years.

Mr. WEIR: We suffered this axe for
sixty years, and they did not show any
sympathy. What about the gentlemen in
the Upper House. which they packed with
their friends? Why, some of their men
were appointed in" the days' of Queen
Victoria, and it was left to a Labour Go-
vernment to kick them out. They would
have been there yet but for a Labour Go-
vernment; yet they squeal over appoint-
ments to a twopenny halfpenny shire council.

You will not catch

You believe in political

in an

WMr. Farrern: Fancy a Tory Government
administering the TUnemployed Workers
Insurance Act?

Mr. Cravrox: What did the - Police

Journal” say about rou? (Laughter.)
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Mr. FarreLnL: I had sufficient intelligence
not to make a speech on the Police Act
Amendment Bill,

Mr. CrLayTon :
them, anyway.
Mr. WEIR: I have not ihe slightest idea

who made these appointments, but I want
to compliment whoever did make them on

I would not tell lies about

having donc the decent thing towards a
Labour recommendation. We have put up
with this long enough. Hon, members

opposite have doune this sort of thing for
over fifty years, and we are going to do it
for a foew vears. We want to get up to the
stage when we are ° fifty ﬁfty” with that
crowd, They did it for fifty years, and let
us do it for fifty years and then we shall
be on a level with them. T want to remind
hon. members of this fact—that the bulk of
the failures in State enterprises and other
industries we have tried to run has been
due to the fact that the men in control axe
not in sympathy with Labour, showing that
we want something done there similar to
what has bcen done here. {Interruption.)
We made the serious blunder of listening
to the other side and not making political
appointments. I blame those who were
responsible for listening to them; that is
what the trouble is: they should have put
in charge people with intelligence.

Mr. Kerso: That is rough on the men
running the State enterprises now.

Mr. WEIR: The failure of State enter-
prises is <due to want of sympathy with
Labour administration.  Is that clear? 1
believe it is true, and I believe the failurc
in local government is «<ue to want of
sympathy with Labour administration. Look
at the bear garden we had the other dayv!
That was a fair sample of local government
by Tories.

OpposITION MEMBERS : Where was that?

Mr. WEIR : At the last Local Authorities’
Conference.

Mr. Kerso: What did his Excellency the
Governor say?

_Mr. WEIR: The Governor is not a poli-
tician, or should not be. and he does not see

it from our point of view.

Mr. Kerso: What was wrong with that
conference ?

Mr. WEIR: One represcntative there,
Mr. R. J. Webster, drew attention to the
fact that for three days they had been
passing & number of resolutivns and had got
nowhere. He called it a bear garden.

Mr. BraxD: He did not say that until

he was defeated for the presidency.

Mr. WEIR: Maryborough refused to send
a representative to that conference because
we do not believe in sending representatives
to a bear garden. That shire councils are
a refuge for political derelicts has become
a standing joke, and the sooner we insist
on getting intellectual Labour men on the
courcils to do tho work, the better it will
be for the State.

Mr. CORSER (Durnctt): The hon. mem-
her who_has just resumed his seat spoke of
the intelligent section of the community as
though Lakour rewrcsented that section. As
5 member of Parliament representing Labour
people and giving expression to their
requirements, I must remind the hon. mem-
ber of his own statement with regard to the
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Shakespearian  business in  Maryborough,
where the papers reported Mr. Welr, mem-
ber of Parliament, as saying that he

admitted that he was not one of the intelli-
gent seetion of the community. (Laughter.)

Mr. WEIR: Whatever you are I am the
opposite. If you are intellectual, I must be
the opposite. (Laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: That is my hope, a
any rate. However, we¢ are discussing
the action of the Home Department with
regard to the Moggill Shire Couneil, and the
actions of this Government are supposed to
be dlonn the lines which they advocate.
They claim that they are ad\omtmo demo-
cratic ideas. We know that in our demo-
cratic shire councils, as created by the Go-
vornment, ' we have to-day representatives
elected on a popular franchise—adult suff-
rage. We have 98 per cent. of the residents
in the Moggill Shire (ouncil area petition-
ing for the appointment of two men who
represent their sentiments and ideas: but
the Government have turned down that peti-
tion and put thvir own ideas into practice.
Where is the democracy in that? Is there
not reason for a p1010\f against this abuse
of democratic principles? —\rL we not here
controlled by the Trades Hall as against the
wishes of the peonle expressed tlnounh their
representatives in Parliament? The hon.
member has 1cfor1ed to- the actions of Go-
vernments for the past sixty vears. I am
not responsible for those aciions, but I do
say that for all the good things past Govern-
ments have done for democracy, which made
possible a Labour Government, we have had

nothing in return but unfairness. Homn.
members opposite boast of having closed
down the Legislative Council.  Perhaps

there are reasons why it should have been
closed down. I am not enamourced of a
nominee House, and for that reason I am
going to associate it with the matter before
us. I am against a nominee Upper House
apnointed by the Government. But why
should the Government want to nominate
two individuals as members of the Moggill
Shire Council against the wishes of The
people in the dlqtrl(’t" The party opp051te
were opposed to the system of nominating
the members of the Legislative (ouncil bV
the Exccutive, and why :hould we not pro-
test against their action in appomtmg mern
who are nominees of the Trades Hall ag ainst
the wishes of rhe people in the VIorrrqH
district? Not only have they repudiated the
principle of the 1'efexendnm but they have
substituted in place of the Legislative
C'cuncil the domination of the Trades Hall
over Labour in politics.

The hon. member for Rockhampton asked
us to picture a Tory administrator in the
State Insurance Office, but let us picture, as
we have here, a Labour socialistic or commu-
nistic administrator as the head of the Council
of Agriculture. We have there as chairman a
man who claims that he is out for ¢ produc-
tion for use and not for profit.” Whilst 1t
is not my desire to raise the point. I must
hrotest against ‘(ho 1?!1))1‘(’\\1011 which the
hon. member for Reckhampton wished to
make when he asked what would happen if’
what he termed a Torv Minister was at the
head of some organisation created by Labour.
The unfortunate part of the busin is that
there is not a Minister who can ex slain the
aciion of the past Assistant Minister.

An Oppositioxy MrewBer: They
““game ”’ to.

are not

Mr. Corser.]
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Mr. CORSER: It appears that “mum”
i+ to be the word, and that they are not going
to explain what he. as a member of the
Government, has done ‘“off his own bat”
against democracy. As it is @ matter which
affects the franchise and the desires of the
people, we should have an expression of
opinion from those who are responsible for
this action.

Mr. HarTLEY: What proof have you got
that it s against the wishes of the people?

Mr. CORSER: Because 98 per cent. of
the people in the district petitioned the
Home Department for the appointment of
two other gentlemen to the positions n
question.

Mr. HARILEY:
were 98 per cent.?

Mr. CORSER: Because 98 per cent. is
stated as the percentage which sigaed "the
petition.

Mr. HARTLEY : Nonsense !

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member for the

district has made that statement, and I
Lelieve him.

How do you know there

This is not the only matter of interest in
this vote. We find that there is provision
made for the continuance of something that
we applaud—that is, for public clinics and
the care of children where the parents have not
private means or the possibility of doing it.
I would ask why there has not been provision

made for such assistance in our newly
settled districts, in which we are settling
hundreds, and in some cases thousands, of

people, and where there is no medical atten-
tion available. Our first care should be
given to extend the system of baby clinics to
the country districts, in addition to the pro-
vision made in the cities and larger towns.
On humanitarian grounds, we should provide
what is essential for the safety of the
children and mothers in our new districts
where the people are without medical assist-
ance.

Hon. M. J. KiRwax: We have started
maternity hospitals in the back-blocks and
clinics in the cities. Do you not think that
is a good policy?

Mr. CORSER: Yes, in some districts. The
maternity hospital provision is all right, but
I cannot give to the Minister or the Govern-
ment all the credit for that. We know that
it is the public of Queensland and Aus-
tralia who_are providing these maternity

- hospitals. It is the * Golden Casket” funds

which are providing the money for this pur-
pose, 1 do nnt think the appropriation
could be put to a better purpose, and
wngratulato the Minister on the apphcatlon
of these funds to liospitals and maternity
hospitals. In the Mundubbera area there
have becn, and there are now, agitations
for a matermtv ward in the hosplfal in that
locality; and it is to be hoped that the
Minister will sce the wisdom of establishing
a maternity ward at the hLospital at Mun-
dubbera, where to-day one of the nurses
lmq to sleep in a hessian-walled room under-
neath the hospital as the building is so
crowded. These facts have been made known
to the department by deputation, and I
trust that the Minister will find it possible
to afford maternity provmon at a very
early date. Not only is it essential in the
Mundubbera district, but in the Biggenden
ares there is also a desire for such accom-
modation.

[Mr. Corser.
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At 12.20 p.m.,
The CuairMaN resumed the’chair.

Hon. M. J. Krrwax: They have a very
fine hospital.

Mr. CORSER: They have—so fine and so
much used that there is not room for the
proper housing of the patients without the
maternity provision which has been promised
by the department. Everything is in readi-
ress for the extensions, which are urgently
needed, and we hope that the Minister will
soon announce that carpenters are going up
to build the nurses’ quarters, part of the
cost of which has been provided by the local
people, and to make a start on the maternity

wards, which are absolutely essential. It
is to the credit of the department that very
fine maternity wards are just about com-
pleted at Gayndah, although that provision
might not have been possible had it not
been for the ‘‘ Golden Casket” funds. I
hope that the hospitals in the remainder of
the district and throughout Queensland will
receive the fullest consideration, including
the earliest possible establishment of mater-
nity wards where needed, but especially in
the country distriets, where in the interests
of the State every facility should be given
to the women and children.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I would be
very pleased if the Minister would listen
to the few remarks I have to make on this
vote, because I think that one of my sug-
gestions might mean an amendment of the
Liocal Authorities Act which would be of
great benefit to the people in country
districts. Under the Local Authorities Act,
1902-1920, Third Schedule, Rule 5 (d), a
person whose name has been wrongly erased
from a roll must make a declaration to that
effect before a justice of the peace.

Hon, M. J. KirwaN: That is the prin-
ciple in connection with State parliamentary
elections,

Mr. CLAYTON : If a voter has become a
resident in an area in which a local authority
election is being held, it is necessary for
him to make a declaration before his vote is
recorded, and I would suggest that, instead
of havxng to make it before a ]ustlce of the
peace, it would be sufficient if he made it
before a presiding officer.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: Will the hon. mem-
ber send that suggestion along?

Mr. CLAYTON: I am making the sug-
gestion now. In the Shire of Xilkivan,
where recently an election was held, the
residing officer had to hold people in the
ooth for a considerable time until a justice
of the peace came along, so that they might
make declarations, whereas, according to my
suggestion, the presiding officer could have
witnessed them and no delay need have
occurred. I hope that the Minister will look
into the matter and take steps to amend the
Act or the regulations, if it can be done by
an amendment of the regulations, by insert-
ing a proviso that a declaration may be
wade before a presiding officer and not
necessarily before a jussice of the peace.
Furthermore, when such a person makes a
declaration, I would suggest that his vote
be placed on one side so that it mar be
sérutinised by the returning officer at a
later date, instead of allowing it to be
dropped into the ballot-box as has been done
on many occasions. Once such a vote is
dropped into the ballot-box, the returning
officer has no control over 1t and I would
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-prefer that it should be put on one side so
that the rcturning officer may go into the
matter and see that the voter exercised his
vote in proper order or otherwise.

I do not intend to make a long speech on
this vote, but I have something to say with
regard to the recent Hospitals Act, and I
would like to know whether we can discuss
it on this vote.

- The CHAIRMAN: There will be an
-opportunity to do that on the vote for
‘ Hospitals.”

Mr. CLAYTON: I suppose that I must
‘also discuss police matters at a later stage
-on the  Police” vote?

The CHAIRMAN: If hon. members de-
-sire, they can raise a discussion on the whole
of the Estimates for the department on the
vote for the *‘ Chief Office.” At the same
itime, they will not be allowed to go over the
same ground again on the other votes.

Mr. CLAYTON : Thank you, Mr. Pollock.
I give you an assurance that I will not dis-
-cuss the ‘‘ Hospital” vote when it comes
-along, but I may not be here at that time,
and as it is a matter of interest and con-
«cern to me I shall mention it now. The
Maryborough Muncipal Council have moved
in the direction of having the Maryborough
hospital, the Lady Musgrave hospital, and
‘the Ambulance placed under the provisions
of the Hospitals Act which was recently put
con_ the statute-book. I may say that,
although I cannot agree with that proposal,
nevertheless, something might be done in
-that direction. It will impose great hard-
ship if the CGovernment create a district
under the Act, because they will thereby
.call upon the ratepayers or the landowners
in the various shires which will be included
within it to contribute a share of the cost of
wupkeep of the hospital on a land valuation
basis. It is absolutely unjust that a man
should be victimised because he happens to
be a landowner.

Hon. M. J. KiIRWAN:
you suggest?

Mr. CLAYTON: I oppose any suggestion
‘to raise funds on that basis, although the
Act makes that provision. The Government
would be wise to introduce an amendment
basing the contribution on income rather
‘than on the ownership of land. A farmer
may own land of the unimproved value of
£800, and yet not make one quarter of the
3ncome of a professional marn in town who
may have an allotment worth enly £50.
“That inflicts bardship on the settler, and is
not conduciva to land settiement, I think
ull country members—I wacderstand that yeu,
Mr. Pollock, represent a country district—
would welcome the placing of this tax upon
incomes rather than upon the man whom we
call the backbone of the country. That is
‘the man you harass under the present system,
whereas the wealthy class who are in a
‘position to keep up the hospitals are not
doing it. I look forward to an ecarly amend-
ment in that direction. It is only right
that a Labour Government, who pretend to
look after the interests of the man on the

What basis would

land, should tax the large incomes instead .

of taxing the poor unfortunate settler who

is harassed enough already by climatic con-

~ditions and very poor markets,
OpposrrioN MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr, CLAYTON: I sincerely trust that
-something will be done in that direction in
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the near future, and I guarantee that, if the
present Government refuse to tax incomes,
this party, if they ever aro returned to the
Government benches, will see that something
in that direction is done.

Mr. Corzixs: Your crowd is exempting
them in the Commonwealth Parliament.
[12.30 p.m.]

Mr. CLAYTON: I am not responsible for
what is done in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. CLAYTON: All I am responsible for
as a taxpayer and a man who is making his
living from the land is what is done in this
Parhament. I appear on behalf of the
fayrmers and those on the land in Queensland
to try and get the ear of the Minister, so
as to move Caucus and have the restrictions
that are placed on the individuals settled
on the land removed.

In connection with the ¢ Police” vote there
are some very interesting remarks contained
in the “ Police Journal”’ with reference to the
hon. member for Rockhampton.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! On the Esti-
mates the hon. gentleman can discuss the
separate votes on the ‘ Chief Office” vote,
but he will not be permitted to do so when
those separate votes come along if he has
already dealt with them on the ¢ Chief
Office” vote. If the hon. gentleman desires
to take advantage of the opportunity of
discussing separate votes under this vote, he
may ddo so on the conditions that I have
stated.

Mr. CLAYTON: I do not intend to dis-
cuss the *“ Police’ vote on the present vote,
but there are some very interesting remarks
in the ' Police Journal’’ connected with the
hon. member for Rockhampton, and, with
your permission, Mr. Pollock, I intend to
make use of them when the ¢ Police” vote
is under discussion.

Mr. ROBERTS (#ast Toowoomba): We are
beginning to get right away from the question
exercising the minds of tie Committee—the
action taken by the present Secretary for
Public Instruction in making certain appoint-
ments when Assistant Home Secretary. We
have discussed the matter for upwards of an
hour and a-half; we have had the officers
of the Home Department within the pre-
cinets of the Chamber; and the Home Secre-
tary and the Assistant Home Secretary have
been sitting on the front bench, yet, not-
withstanding that a serious charge has been
made by the hon. member for Enoggera, we
have been given no explanation at all.

Hon. M. J. Xirwax: The Minister replied.

Mr. ROBERTS: In the first place, th.
is the charge of lack of courtesy on the pars
of the present Secretary for Public Instruc-
tion. Secondly, the facts are totally different
from the case cited by the hon. member for
Bowen. He cited a case where a certain
recommendation came from a Workers'
Political Organisation because there had
been a vacancy and no nomination had
been lodged. From the facts elucidated
by the hon. member for Enoggera, it is
found that an election had been held, but
because of certain circumstances some can-
didates failed to lodge their nominations in
time. The hon. gentleman states that he
inguired from the Home Secretary’s office
as to the necessary steps to be taken to £ill

My, Roberts.]
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those wvacancies, and he was advised in
accordance with the Act. The shire council
met in in the usual course of time and made
certain recommendations. We must remem-
ber that the council had been elected on the
basis of an adult franchise and were repre-
senting the people in that area. Surely
their opinions were entitled to some respect!
They made a recommendation, and on top
of that I understand a petition largely signed
by the electors within the area was pre-
sented to the Assistant Minister. In face of
that we are entitled to some explanation,
but no explanation has been given in this
Chamber, and, 1 presume, no cxplanation
was given to the local authority as to why
certain appointments were made. It is pos-
sible that they were made on the representa-
tions of the Workers’ Political Organisation
within the district. If that is so, what is
wrong with telling us?

Mr. Kerg: There is no Workers’ Political
Organisation in that district. They all vote
for me. (Government laughter,)

Mr. ROBERTS: Under the circumstances
we are justified in knowing what caused the
Minister to appoint the two men concerned.
Someone must have induced him to make
the appointment, and he must have had very
urgent and important reasons for overriding
the request made first by the local authority
itself and then by the residents through their
petition to the Minister. This is a matter
in which we are justified in delaying the vote
until we get an cxplanation. The Home
Secretary tried to assist us by interjecting
several times, but we do not seem to get any
assistance from the Assistant Minister. [
am inclined to the opinion that, as the
Minister controlling this matter, he must
have some knowledge of it. If he is desirous
of administering his department in an intel-
ligent manner, he should give an ‘explana-
tion, as there is sufficient justification for
one.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (Alberty: Why these
tears?

Hon. M. J. Kiawax : Yes, why these tears?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: During the time that
I was connected with a Government adminis-
tering the affairs of the country it was
invariably the practice of the Home Depart-
ment in such cases to communicate with a
local authority and request them to nominate
any ratepayer for such a position.

Mr. KrLso: There were no ““ Spoils to the
victors” then.

The HoMeE SecRETARY: Does the hon.
gentleman say that the people had an oppor-

tunity of nominating and did not avail
themselves of that opportunity?
Hox. J. G. APPEL: Yes. The local

authority were requested to say whether they
desired the appointment of any particular
ratepaver. If no such nomination was
received from the local authority, then, and
only then, some ratepayer was nominated for
the position. Since the advent of the present
Administration thev have pursued a different
line of conduci. This is no new case, but is
simply following the practice which was
initiated when they came into power. When
they camec into power and such vacancies
occurred and no nomination of a candidate
or candidates had been made, the local
authorities relied on the practice that had
existed hitherto of nominating certain per-
sons, but those nominations were simply over-
ruled and turned down, and in some instances,

[Myr. Roberts.
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since the franchise is no longer confined to
ratepayers, persons were appointed who were:
not even residents of the local authority, and
that practice has since been pursued. It is-
simply a practice followed by the present
Administration, and invariably they have
appointed their own supporters. If the elec-
tors do not agree with this, then the remedy
is in their own hands. This is one of the
many little straws which go eventually to-
make a bundle which I hope will overwhelm
the present Administration for ignoring. as
they consistently do, the wishes of those:
primarily interested.

RELIEF OF ABORIGINALS.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): 1 beg to move—
*“ That £54,906 be granted for ¢ Relief’

of Aboriginals.” 7’

Mr. EDWARDS (Yanango): I am fairly
well acquainted with the aboriginal settle-
ment at Barambah, and I appreciate the
keen intercst that both the Home Secretary
and the Assistant Home Secretary have:
manifested in the settlement since they have
taken over their departments. I want to
give either the Home Seccretary or Assistant
Home Secretary an opportunity, of making
a statement in connecction with the settle-
ment.  Recently the Assistant Home Secre-
tary visited the settlement, and a most suc-
cessful  sports  gathering was carried out.
During his visit the hon. gentleman made
certain  suggestions, and I hope that one
particular suggestion which he made, and
which struck me as being very feasible, will
veceive the consideration of his department.
His suggestion was that every consideration
should he given to further opportunities for
recreation, education, and the establishment
of reading-rooms on the settlement. Read- -
ing-rooms will very largely assist the young -
people In their education. The Assistant
Home Sceretary had also something to say
in connection with the hospital, which is
doing a very great and necessary service im
promoting the success and well-being of the
settlement. The nurses are doing a work
which no one could possibly conceive unless
they made a personal visit and secured a
first-hand krowledge of it. Their work in
connection with the sick and those requiring
help on the settlement is most humane. The-
Assistant ITome Secretary made it clear that
a movement to huild quarters for the nurses
some distance from the hospital would have
his support. This is essential in connection
with such a hospital. I congratulate the
Home Sceretary on the definite steps which
he took on his first visit to overcome the
congested condition of the State school.
When I visited the settlement recently with
the Assistent Tome Secretary, the new
school building was well under way. The:
hion. gentleman will agree that the increased
accommodation in the school is essential, con-
sidering the number of children in attend-
ance. The young people on the settlement
are intelligent, and educational facilities will
rot only he to their benefit but to the benefit
of the State as a whole. I would also sug-
cest to the Home Seeretary—and I know
it is in accord with his ideas—that con-
sideration be given to the question of irri-
gating an area of good-quality land which
abuts on the creek running through the
settlement.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: They have perma-
nent water there.
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Mr. EDWARDS: It is fairly permanent.
The Home Sceretary should investigate this
matter and see whether it is not possible for
the sawmilling plant that is established on
the bank of the creck to pump the water
that would be necessary to irrigate this land.
I make the suggestion, because I believe—
and I know both the Home Secretary and
Assistant Home Secretary will agree with
me—that the settlement should be made self-
supporting as far as possible. The irriga-
tion of this land would probably enable the
superintendent not only to supply the scttle-
ment with the whole of the fodder and vege-
tables necessary, but leave a surplus to for-
ward to market. I also hope that the Home
Seeretary will go into the question of the
advisability of developing the back country
of the settlement with a view to bettering its
conditions and helping to make it sclf-sup-
porting. The tiber has not been cleaned
off the land, which could be made more pro-
ductive than it is at present, The staff and
nurses should have every consideration.
They arc isolated to some extent from the
white population, and are carrying out a
work of great service to the State. The
officials require to have a leen interest to
make the settlement a success. I would like
to ask the Minister whether the appointment
of an assistant superintendent is not neces-
sary.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: The superintendent
there is doing good work.

Mr. EDWARDS: I do not doubt that for
cne moment, but up to last ycar I under-
stand that the superintendent had the ser-
vices of an assistant. Does the Home Secre-
tary not think that the work is too much for
one man?

The HoweE SEcRETARY: I am at present
waiting for sugeestions from the Protector,
but before a man is appointed I want to
know first what he 1s like.

Mr. EDWARDS: I feel confident that,
from the interest already shown in the settle-
ment by the Ilome Secretary and the
Assistant Home Secretary, steps towards
making 1t self-supporting will have their
consideration.  The labour exists on the
settlement for making it so. The settlement
could be carried on in the nature of an
coxperimenta! property, and 1t would then
be a pleasure for people to visit it.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I would not
have risen to speak on this vote but for the
fact that the settlement at Barambah hap-
pens 1o be in my electorate, and I could not
understand the lack of knowledge displayed
by the Ministers who visited the settlement
—that they did not extend an invitation to
nie to accompany them. I am quite sure
that it was only an oversight. Knowing the
Home Secretary and the Assistant Home
Secretary as I do, I think we would have
had a fairly good time together if the oppor-
tunity had offered, and no doubt the appel-
lation “‘ comrade’ would have been used
during the time we were together.

T agrec with the hon. member for Nanango
when he stated that the Barambah Settle-
ment should be made more self-supporting.
I think il is the duty of the Home Secretary
ot the Assistant Home Seccretary, whichever
may be controlling the settlement. to sce
that greater endeavours are made to make
it self-supporting, and I hope to learn. from
the report that is to be issued at the end
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of the current financial year. that the settle-
ment will be more self-supporting than it
has been in the past.

The Hour SecreTary: I hope it will be.

Mr. CLAYTON: I trust that that hope
will  materialise.  Regarding educational
facilities, it is pleasing to know that the
Government are doing what they can in
this direction. I lock upon that action as
a duty devolving upon the Government.

Regarding the supcerintendent, I think we
have the right man in the right place. I
think the present superintendent is doing
everything that possibly can be done to run
the settlement in a proper way. 'The hospital
should be run on up-io-date lines. Although
these natives are not of similar colour to
our own, they are of the human race and
should be cared for. I thirk we have hon.
gentlemen in charge of this department who
will sce that everything possible is done for
the relief of any whe may be suffering in
the settlement.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: Those in charge of
the settlement are doing splendid work.

Mr. CLAYTON: [ hope that the good
work will be continued. I trust the Ministers
will see that 1 am invited to be present at
Barambah on any future occasion when that
settlement may be visited for recreational or
other purposes.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford. Mount Morgun): I wish to apolo-
gise to the hon. member for Wide Bay in
not inviting him to be present at Barambah
during the Ministerial visit. The error was
cntirely mine. I had intended to visib
Barambah settlement but was unable to do
so, and I asked the Assistant Home Secre-
tary to do so and to be sure to ask the
hon. member for Nanango to attend so thag
there would bLe no trouble afterwards. 1
must confess that I made an error in over-
looking the fact that the hon. member was
the member for the district and in inviting
the hon. member for Nana:ugo. However,
I will make sure that the error will not recur
in the future.

I assure the hon. member for Nanango
that the present nurses’ quarters were built
adjacent to the hospital at the desire of the
nurses; but since then a maternity ward
has been added to the hospital, and the
present quarters are not suitable. We are
having timber prepared, and I hope that
the new nurses’ quarters will be available
at the end of this year. We have also sup-
plied some pure-bred cattle to the settlement,
and I think the prospects are bright.

The new superintendent has made some
very valuable suggestions, but, of course,
we have to use caution. It would not do for
us to vush into any scheme that may be
suggested by the superintondent until we
arce sure that it is practicable, At the same
time we shall render him overy possible
assistance and continue the progressive policy
that has been carried into effect during the
last few years.

I am very pleased to have heard the re-
marks regarding the new superintendent of
Barambah. I assure hon. members that not
only will assistance be given to make the
settlement self-supporting, but also assist-
ance will be given to make the natives and
half-castes more self-reliant.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): T notice that the
superintendent of the Turoom Settlement is

Mr. Morgan.]
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down to receive £275. I do not think that [ can assure vou that taat iz not so. I have
is a fair salary for a man d(.ti!l" in the come across aboriginals  with
capacity of superintendent of such a settle- [2 pm.] very great intelligence indeed,
ment. 1 have had experience with the ) and they are capable of learn-
Taroom Netrlement on various occasions, and  ing.  Ir is marvellous to see the way in
I think the Home Secretary will bear me  which they appreciate  and  are able
out when I say thar there have been more  to  take advantage of cducation when

and more work done since the
appointment of the present superintendent
than during any other comparative period
in the history of the settlement. The pre-
sent superintendent Is most capable, and has
endeavoured to better the conditions of the
narives by encouraging them to build their
own honis and to live under the conditions
enjoved by white folk rather than those of
the black folk which were previously exist-
ent at the Taroom Settlemeut.

imiprovements

I cannot understand for a moment why
the superintendent’s salary is only £275. He
is a man vested with considerable authority;
he has done an enormous amount of work,
and takes a considerable interest in his work.
If the department will only give him more
latitude, it will not be long before the
Taroom Settlement s self-supporting. Kach
rear the condirions are becoming better
and better.

I understand that, if the Nathan Gorge
scheme is brought to completion, there is
a probability of part of the Taroom Settle-
ment being under water. If that occurs,
the department will have to consider the
advisability of removing the settlement to
arother arca. Of course that is a matter
for futurc consideration. If it is going to
oceur, it is ne use spending much more
money on the present settlement. If the
department do not intend to go on with the
Nathan Gorge scheme, improvements should
certainly be added to the Taroom Settle-
anent,

I hope the Minister will recognise the good
work performed by the ~upmmtendeuf ‘and.
if possible, give him more remuneration
than he is at present receiving., The health
of the blacks at Taroom is better now than
it ever was. and the settlement has increased
during the past few vears. The excellent
work accomplished there could be accom-
plished elsewhere. I would like the Home

Seeretary fo indicate his intentions regard-
ing the future of the settlement—what por-
tion is likely to be under water, and the

future location of the settlement.

Hox. J. . APPEL (Albert): The officers
of the Home Department unquestionably
come more in contact with the people than
do the officers of any other Government
department. and more particularly with those
who are in poor and distressed cireum-
stances: aud naturally the reports of the
department niust be of interest to us. The
reports of the various sub-departments con-
wolled by the Home Office submitted
vearly furnish very mtere%tmg reading. This
paxtlcuhr sub-department, * Relief of Ab-
originals.’" is one which has always been of
plxll(ul.u interest to me. probably for the
reason that my 'andfather was one of the
first band of missionaries who came to what
was then termed Moreton Bay for the purpose
of civilising and Christianising the aboriginals.
From my earliest youth I had opportunities
of going amongst the aboriginals and I

gained some underitandmﬂ' of what they
were and what their desires were. It 1=
said by some who have no knowledge that
the Australian aboriginal is one of the most
ignorant and most dense of uncivilised races,

{Mr. Morgan.

thoy have the opportunity, and more parti-
(ula.l]V is that so when they arc young.
The Chief Protector is a man who has striven
to learn what the aboriginal is and to think
ax the aboriginal thinks, Although I do
10t meet many aboriginals now, I meet a
large number of half-castes who have ali
the instiners of the aboriginals, and I can
say that they have complete confidence in
the Chief Protector and, having that com-
plete confidence in the Chief Pmtoctor le
15 able to administer this department in the

svmpathetic way which he does, 1 con-
gratulate him upon his own efforts and
those of the officers who work under him

with one aim and obieot 1 am glad to see
that there is a slight increase in the vote.
The whole amount we are spending in con-
nection with the education and care of the
aboriginals is £54.906. That is all that we
are domg for the original owners of thix
greaf territory. and after all it is very little.
I miss not havmg the departmental reports
in reference to matters such as the happiness
and health of the aboriginals. I would like
to know what is being done in connection
with venereal discase. This is one of the
affiictions which has been communicated to
the aboriginals, and it was proposed by
means of isolation and the establishment of an
isolation hospital to endeavour to cope
with this terrible disease, which in some
parts—especially in Cape York Peninsula—
has almost wiped out the aboriginal tribes.
I would be very glad if the Minister would
give us some mf(nmatmn in regard to what
is being done in that particular matter.
One of the recommendations made was that

a hospital should be established in some
irolated position where all those suffering
from this disease might receive the mosty

advanced treatment possible. T hope that
that recommendation is being carried out,
because it is the duty of the State to do
everything possible to preserve the aboriginal
race. I do not know—and yvou. Mr. Pollock,
as representative of the Gregory electorate
know what the conditions are—what many
people in the far Western and \01th01n
portions of our territory would do if it
were not for the assistance of our Queens-
land blacks. as it is impossible there to
obtain white labour.

Mr. Corravs: They are exploiting it to the
full.
Hox. J. G. APPEL: The aboriginals have

as much right to be employed as white
men. This 1s their own country.

Mr., Corpixs: We are here to protect
them.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I am opposed to the
proposition that, because an aboriginal
nasive of Queensland is Dlack, his colour
is against him, It is the duty of the State
to sec that he is not exploited. T am quite
satisfied that the Chief Protector and the
officers of the department will see that these
boys are not exploited. and that they receive
the full value of their services. The depart-
mental report would have been interesting,
because as a rule it shows how these boys
are employed and how many are gathered
together in the different settlements. I am



Supply.

rather interested in the question as to how
our venture at Mornington Island is pro-
ceeding. There we had virgin ground to
work upon, and the aboriginals were
reported to be treacherous. It will be inter-
esting tu learn from the Minister whether
the mission on that island has been success-
ful and has resulted in the amelioration of
the conditions of the natives. I should also
like some information about the settlemeént
at Cape Bedford. It has been shown there
what it is possible for our Queensland
aboriginals to do under intelligent super-
vision. The same remarks apply to the
apoon mission, where a slightly different
scheme 1s being carried out with good re-
sults, The aboriginals are being encouraged
to go on to their little plots and oceupy
their little houses, and thev are cultivating
their land in a way which is a credit to
themi.  Prosperity is more or less apparent,
and they have arrived at that stage where
the mission appears to be of a successful
nature. These are matters in which I think
every member in the Committee is interested,
but more particularly those who, like myself,
are natives of Queensland or of Australia.

Then there is the mission at Yarrabah,
which is a fairly large one. Great develop-
ment has taken place there under the control
-of the Anglican Church. I am particularly
anxious to learn, as I am sure every member
of the House must be, as well as a large
section of the public, what has been the
result of the improved management which
was decided uvpon by the church which has
charge of that particular mission.

Barambah has already been spoken of. At
Barambah we have a collection of abori-
ginals from all parts of Queensland. Some
of the boys there were taken from stations
in the Gulf country, and were supposed to
be great criminals and a terror and danger
to the neighbourhcod from which they came,
but when they got to Barambah they turned
out to be the most docile boys there. I am
very glad to see by the report of the Assistant
Minister., who visited there recently, that
everything i= progressing favourably.

One cannot help being astonished at the
mechanical skill of some of these boys. I
have scen a honse being constructed by an
aboriginal on one of the mission stations,
on which the work was equal to that of any
first-class carpenter that I have ever seen.
You also find that they adapt themselves to
mechanical occupations. I have known boys
who were able to take charge of machinery
in a way which would be an object lesson
to a number of white boys. They took a
pride in the machinery under their charge.

I am glad to sec that provision has been
made for hospitals at these establishnients.
I would like to get some information from
the Minister with regard to the Palm Island
settlement. It is a comparatively recently
established settlement, but. as the vote 1is
£2,000 this year, I take it that considerable
development has taken place. The settle-
ment at the Pascoe River is also a compara-
tively new station, and I am sure the Com-
mittee would appreciate some information
about it from the Minister.

There is an increase of £1,450 in the item
“ Repairs, stores, and incidentals, ° Mel-
bidir.’ > The “ Melbidir 7’ is an auxiliary
ketch which is employed by the department
in connection with aboriginal work. To my
mind, she is not sufficiently large or powerful
to undertalke the duties that are now cast upon
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her.  Take, for instance, the duiy of paying
regular  visits  to  Mornington  Island.

Althongh the Gulf over a greater propor-
tion of its area can be navigated with safety
by small vessels, it frequently happens
that very suddenly gales arise, and the
*“ Melbidir” is not a vessel of sufficient power
to undertake the vovage under such circum-
stances. I suggest to the Minister that
when funds are available—I am not urging
that it should be done at once—the Govern-
ment should take into consideration the ques-
tion of providing a larger and more power-
ful vessel. .

The HouE SecrRETARY: We have a larger
vessel up there now.

Iox. J. G. APPEL: T am glad to hear
that. There is a big field of work to be
undertaken by the department in the Cape
York Peninsula. There is a considerable
number of aboriginals there who up to the
present have not come under the control
of the department. I want to say just onc
word in reply to the interjection of the hon.
member for Bowen relative to the exploita-
tion of aboriginals. The only way to pre-

vent the -exploitation of aboriginals by
‘mean  whites "—I call them ¢ mean
whites 7’

Mr. Corpsss: Hear, hear!

Hox. J. G. APPEL: If we were to analyse
the‘ position to ascertain who the * mean
whites 7 are, we would be surprised.

Mr. CoLrans : That is so.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: They comprise all
scetions of the community.

Mr  Corrixs: Especially the
section.

Hexo d. G. APPEL: The only way to
prevent the exploitation of aboriginals is
by increased Government control. That
may mean increased expenditure, but, when
we realise that all we are doing for
the original owners of this great territory
of Queensland is an expenditure of £54,906,
it will be agreed that this is a vote which
might very well be increased.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): Like the hon.
member for Albert. I notice that this vote
13 increased from £51,992 to £54,906. I have
no objection to the increase. because I recog-
nise that we have a duty to do all we pos-
sibly can for the remnant of a dying race.
The hon. member for Albert made reference
to the fact that his grandfather was one of
the ploneer missionaries who came to this
State with the object of civilising and
Christianising the aboriginals. I am not
reflecting on the good work done by those
men, which was counteracted by outside
influences, °

Hon. J. G AppeL: Hear, hear!

Mr. COLLINS: What has always puzzled
me is that, in reading the history of Java,
which has been under- the control of the
Duich for a considerable period, we find thas,
the population, instead of decreasing, has
increased. enormously.  Since Dr. Alfred
Russell Wallace was in those parts in 1857,
the population of Java has more than
doubled itself, whilst in Australia and Queens-
land, where the force that has been operating
as a civilising influence has been that of the
Anglo-Saxon race, to which we all pretty
well belong, our native race has in some of
the States praétically gone out of existence.
There must be some cause for that.

Hon. J. G. Apper: Disease and “ grog.”

Mr. Collins.]

squatter
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Ir. COLLIN®: No doubi that has been a
very important factor, I am onec of those who
belteve that. like the prickly-pear, this is a
legacy that has been left to us by the squat-
ters. From my reading of the history of the
early dayvs of this State, Cthe squatters were the
true exploiters of aboriginal labour, and we
can to som: extent also trace the disease to
that particular quarter. That, to some extent,
also accounts for the race dying out.
understand  from the speeches which have
been delivered that there are a number of
holf-castes on our aboriginal settlements. 1
wwould like to know if that is true.

Hon. J. G. Apper: That is so.
: 11 the instinets of the aboriginal.

Mr. COLLINS: I take it that these haif-
wgastes, while possessing some of the worst
paits in the character of the Anglo-Saxon
race, must also passess some of the best, and 1
hope that every «ffort will be made to train
these people in the right direction. I regret
that under our cznlmng influences, and under
what the hon. membor for Albert terms
Christianising influences, we must admit that
we as an Anglo-Saxon race have failed in our
offorts  to civilise and Christianise the
aboriginals of the State. 1 notice that the
vote for the Palm Island Settlement is
increased. I have not had the pleasure of
visiting this settlement, because sineo the hon.
member for Albert has ccased to be Home
Secretary we have ceased to get invitations
to visit thos» scttlements. I .do not remember
any ITome Secretary since the hon. member
for Alhert vacated that office—especially a
Labour ITome Secretary—giving hon. mem-
hors an invitation to visit and sec for them-
selves how the aboriginals are being treated
on the settlements in the North. T expect that
we shall have to wait until the hon. member
for Albert hecomes Home Secreiary again
before we shall receive such an invitation.
We are looking aft>r the interests of the
aboriginals, and considering the large amount
of money that is expended in this direction
annually, it would not he money badly spent
if hon. membars were permitted to visit and
inspect the settlements, just as they were
enabled to visit the Castle Croek Irrigation
Works. Br the way, I have not received, nor
have T heard of any other hon. member on
this side doing so, an invitation to visit
Barambah.  TIlon. members should have
opportunities of seeing the conditions under
which the aboriginals live and how they are
bheing treated on the setilements.

They have

I want to endorse the remark made during
the debare by th: hon. member for Nanango
with reference to insralling a small irrigation
plant on the Barambah sottloment. T under-
stand that this settl ment comprises about
7.000 acres, and there ought to be some fairly
good plets of land in that area, The hon.
member for Nanango knows the district better
than I do, although T passed through it in
1902 before the s:ttlement had been estab-
lished. An effort should be made to irrigate
the land and try and make the seftlement
self-supporting. We should not rear oven the
aboriginals of the State in idleness. (Hear,
hear!) If the labour on the settlements can be
utilised, 1t should be organis:d, and methods
of cultivation taught so as to make the place
as self-supporting as nossible. What is true of
Barambah is also true of the other settlements.
I hope that the sympathy of the Homo Secre-
tary in these matters will inspire those
intercsted to assist to make these places self-
supporting.

[Mr. Collins.
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Mr RIORDAN (Burke): Like other hon.
mentbers, T am very pleased to sece the

increase in this vote. What the increase might
be for I do not know just at present. Travel-
ling through my own clectorate, through the
Gulf country and around the Peninsula, T
notice that disease is spreading amongst the
blacks, and not only amongst the blacks.
TUnless the Chief Protector takes some action,
disease will wipe out not only the blacks, but
it will have a tendency to wipe out the white
race in the Gulf country, too,

In visiting little towns and sctilements in
the Gulf, one notices that the blacks are
pracrically falling to picces: they arc in an
advanced state of disease. The hair is falling
off their dogs. Some twelve months or so
ago., T submitt#d to the Home Seccretary’s
Department a report from Dr. Patterson, of
Burketown, but I do not know what action
has been taken regarding that report During
on» of my visits to Novmanton I called at
the hospital, and found there two or three
aboriginals who were practically falling to
pieces through discase. I think the matter
should be taken in hand by the Home Seere-
tarv's Department, and that the increase in
the vote should be spent in collecting and
isolating the blacks infected by discase.

A certain class of beneficial work is per-
formed by th mission. At Delta station,
owned by the Delta Pastoral Company, a place
which is run by a manager, head stockman,
and forty or fifty blacks, one notices how the
blankets have bheen disposed. The vote cover-
ing ** Blankets, (‘lothing, Transport, Relief
Rations, I’oetag'o and Tnecidentals, Travelling
Expenses 7 has been increas+d from £8,830 to
£9.610. I am sorry to say that the blankets
distributed amongst the unfoﬂunato aborigi-
nals in many cases do not remain with the
ahoriginals. They are traded to the Chinese
for opium and ** grog,” and are resold. One
may go into these stations and sec that the

blankets are not with those to whom they
rightly belong. Th+ Dblankets are in the
DPOs on of the whites. In most cases the

Aboriginals Protection and Restriction of the
Sale of Opium Acts is administered by the
police, hut thev have many other duties to
attend to, and cannot give the necessary
attention to the blacks.

I think the banking account at Normanton
to the credit of aboriginals was somewhere
abont £10,000 wh'n T last visited that town.
Aboriginals are hired out io stations: others
arc exploited by stations. No one objects to
the aboriginal having the right to work, but,
while he has that right to work, it is the duty
of the State to protect him from the ¢mployer
and to sec that he gets a fair return from his
employer. Otherwise the State might just as
well retain the aboriginal in his own country,
in places like the Gilbert River. cstablish a
settlement there, and put the aboriginal to
some ecuhomic use, so g-tting some return for
the expenditure. No place offers greater
possibilities than the country along the Gilbert
and Norman Rivers, where ths aboriginat
could almost become self-supporting if this
money were spent as it should be.

I do not know whether it is the Chief Pro-
tector, or who is responsible, but I think more
supervision is wanted. I do not think anyone
has an objection to a visit being made by a
parlismentary party, as suggested by the hon.
member for Bowen ; but I do think that before
any parham@ntarv party visits a inission
stahow—and those stations are supposed to
be in very capable hands—it is up to the
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Government to see that some of this inereased
expenditure is better supervised. I advocate
that it should be employed to round up
discased aboriginals, to take smears and make
tests, and to prevent these aboriginals from
coming Into contact with our white children
and the white race generally. Their dogs are
allowed to run about the town
I and the aboriginals camp around
the town. Tlies are very prevalent
in North Qucensland in the summer months
and they carry the discase into the schools,
causing a lot of the blindness and sore cves
that take place in the Gulf country. It is up
to the Home Secretary to s2e that the Chief
Protector puts the Aboriginal Department
under better supervision during the next
twelve months, and to sec that the whole of
the £3,000 exira voted is spent in medical
relief, and in rounding up those who ave
affected by disease, and isolate thom from the
white race. If we do not exterminate those
who ave suffering from that discase, then they
arc going to exterminate us.

The MOME SECRETARY (Ilon. J. Stop-
ford., Mount J]rnyun) The debate which has
taken place has certainly been very interest-
ing. and I want to assure the Committee
that I am entively svmpathetic towards the
suggestions that have been brought forward,
parficulariv the suggestions in regard to the
stamping out of venercal disease. Plans
have been in existence for some time for an
isolation hospital, but up to the pwsont time
the scheme has only developed so far that
in each scttlement an isolation ward has
heen crected.  The stamping out of venereal
disease 13 a big problem. but it is a problemn
awe shoudd not be afraid to tackle, hecause
venereal divease is not only a menace to the
aboriginals themselves but alto a menace to
the whits population. T ean assure the C‘om-
mittee that it is my desire to cope with the
problem in a manner that will stamp out the
«<iscase, 1f possible. T quite realise that it
appears an impossible task.

The hou.
information

{2.30 p.m.]

member for Albert has asked for

regarding Mornington Island.
That is a Pmsbvlczmn Mission established
under the provious Government., and I am
pleased to say that the results have been very
satisfactory. They are carrying on dairying
and gardening, and are in every way giving
satisfacticn. The DPalm Island settlement is
making very good progress. The Varrabah
Mission, which is conducted by the Anglican
CLurch. is also making very good progress.
Some time wgo they asked the Home Office
to give them: a special grant, and I did not
objeci to that, because I realised that they

were performing a service which rightly
should be performed by the State. The other
settiements,  hetl nission  and  State. are

giving every satisfaction.

The problem before the Home Department

to-day iz that of dealing with venereal
discase.  Those hon. members who have
visited different settlements will find that
progress has been made in rvegard to the
<lass of hospital erected. Not only are we

dealing with venereal disease, but the Go-
vernment are also providing maternity wards,
Svch wards have not vet been provided at
every settlement, but it is part of the Go-
vernment scheme to provide maternity wards
at the different aboriginal settlements, as we
believe that a female, although she may be
black. should have cvery assistance in her
hour of need.  We have alrcady made
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arrangements with the distrier officers for
isolation wards to bhe erected.

Mr. Riorpax: Instructions should De

issued 1o the Chief Protector that the blacks
should be inspected when they come in for
their blankets.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (A2bert): T would like
to get some information from the Minister
as to the condition of the aboriginals on the
islands in Torres Strait. The natives there
ere provided with boats, in order that they
might get pearlshell, which would be dis-
powd of by the Chief DProtector for their
benefit.  Of course they are quite a different
t.x pe of aboriginal from thosec on the main.
land. They arc physically superior, being
intermixed with the Papuan and Malay races
—their civilisation, such as it is, being of a
ruperior nature to that of the aboriginals
on the continent. I would like the Minister
to give us information as to how these
natives are pro sing, the conditions ob-
taining with regard to “the boats supplied to
them to cnable them to obtain pearl-shells,
and what the financial result has been.

The Hour SecrETsrY: The Chief Pro-
tector informs me that the working of the
boats has been very successful.

Question put and passed.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS AXND GR,\NTé.
The HOME SECRETARY  (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mownt Morgan): I heg 1o move—
That £90,897 be granted for ¢ Chari-
table Institutions and Grants.”

There is a slight increase in the vote of last

vear. the amount in regand to which is
largely due to increased salaries.
ITox. J. G. APPEL (Wbert): I would

like to ask the Minister to let us know the
position in connection with the Westwood

Sanatorium, which was established more
particularly to deal with those who are
afficied with mincers’ phthisis. It is an

experiment more or less, and I am sure that
every member of the Committee will be glad
to learn what the result of the treatment has
been in this locality, which was recommended
as a suitable one in which to deal with this
form of disease which afflicts members of the
mining community.

The IIOME SECRETARY  (on. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): In the carly

history of the Westwood Sanatorium there
was a difficulty in inducing miners to go to
the institution. as they did not like being
cooped up; but afrer the institution had been
in operation for a while the men who
arailed themselves of it benefited thorebv,
and we have not had any difficulty since.
"Tite institution has been used also for treat-
ment of females.  The vesults have been
very gratifying, and I can safely say that
evoryvone who has been treated there for
phthisis thinks that it is a very worthy
institution. Tt has fulfilled expectations and
more than compensated for the expenditure
involved. The report was tabled this
morning.

ITox. J. G. APPEL (dert): I intended
to ask the Minister to ler us know the
position in regard to the lazaret on Peel
fsland. Have the leper patients increased

in number” How many have been cured of
that disease? 1 understand that some of
the inmates have been actually cured and

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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that some of them ave out on probation. I
am sure that members of the Commiittee will
be glad to learn—or rather sorry to learn—
whether there has been an increase or not in
the number of patients, what the cffect of the
treatment has been with the Chaulmoogra oil,
and also how many patients who were con-
fined in the institution have been liberated
cured or in such a condition that, subject to
report, they are no longer inmates of the
unfortunate institution.

The HOME SECRETARY (Ilon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): The figures asked
or by the hon. member for Albert are as
follow : — .

$s EE
N 125 231 =
2E 2§ 8
S S =

P =
On (;[31)0 Island, 30th June,. 24 ' 10 ;18 3 53

1923

Since admitted .. Lo a1 3 1 .10
Readmitted . [ 2 XNil 4
Discharged 2 Nil Nil Nil: 2
Died .. . .. T Nil i 1 3
Remaining, 30th June, 1924 27 12 022 3 | 64

Regarding the (haulmoogra oil, the (om-
missioner of Public Health considers that
the trearment has Leen very successful. Of
course, difficulty has been experienced in get-
ting the patients to take it.  Not only is that
difficulty exyerienced with the patients on
the 1sland. bui also after thev have been
released, in getfing them to continue with
it for their own protection. I understand
that new regulations are now in foree under
which a supply of oil is given to those
patients who are discharged temporarily. A
certain amount of difficulty was experienced
during the war, and afterwards, in getting
a supply of oil, and at one stagn it was neces-
sary to bring the oil across ithe Channel by
acroplane. but we realised that, if it confcered
great benefits upon these unfortunate jwople.
it was our duty to endeavour to chtain a
supply.

Mr., F. A, COOPER (Bremer): 1 would
like to ask the Minister whether the depart-
ment has been able to procure any of the
extract of Chaulmoogra oil, which is said
to have been obtained by some physician,
and whether it is frue that this extract con-
{ains the essential feature of the oil without
any of ihe obnoxious features which apper-
tain fto I+ use. 1 believe that in its raw
state the oil is so obnoxious that very few
people can approach it, and a much smaller
number are able to retain it on their
stomachs. [ understand that Dr. Moore =aid
two vears ago that he hoped to be able to
obtain a suflicient quantity of the extract to
meet the increased demand. Tf it can he
soeured, I hope that the trecatment of the
unfortunate people will be much more sue-
cessful than 1t has been in the past.

I would like to thank the TTome Department
for the little attention they gave to patients
in the matt'r of eye treatment. The great
difficulty with patients at the lazarcet

The CIHTATRMAN: Ovder! I would ask
the hon. member to defer his remarks on that
question until that vote is reached.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I shall have great

pleasure in doing so.

[Hon. J. G. Appel.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

My, HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I would like to
know whether the accommodation .at the
Westwood Sanatorium is becoming overtaxed.
T know that from time to time there seems to
be some difficulty in getting paticuts to those
institutions. 1 do not know whether it is
bhecause the sanatorium is overtaxed, or
whethoer it is that they do not care to take
patients in an advanced stage of consumption
T thipk it is a istake to decline to take
patients for that reason—I know of cases where
batients have been refused admittance on those
grounds—for nobody can say when the hope-
less stage of consumption is rcached. 1

- understand that there is a good deal of trouble

Li-canse of the accommodation being fully
raxed, and i that is so it means that the
Government must very soon provide a sana-
torium clsewhere. So far us I can sce, con-
sumption is on the increase, and with the
increase in population has overtaken the
public institutions that have been sufficient up
to now to cater for these various complaints.

There is another matter that 1T wish to
have the Home Secretary’s opinion on: that
is in connection with the item *‘ Benevolent
Asvlum, Rockhampton, £600.” That is a
benevolent asvium conducted by a Lenevolent
<ocicty, consisting of a number of ladies, of
whom Mrs. Woolcock is the prnsidmgl. Mrs,
Woolcock gives a great deal of time and
attention to the asyvlum, and in addition the
society takes care of the needy cases outside
of the asylum by way of providing relief to
familics who are dostitute and providing
clothing where necessary. The building has
fallen into a state of disrepair, and certain
alterations and repairs  are  1Ecessary.
Although the Home Secretary has informed
me that at present there is no fund from
which this money can be made available, I
want to ask him. to see whether some arrange-
ment cannot be made to get the funds from
somewhere, even if it means carmarking a
cortain proporiion of the * Golden Casket”
receipts. At the present time the staff is
suffering a great deal of inconvenience 1n
running the institution. Alterations are par-
ticularly required to the dining-room and
the dining-room floor. Not long ago I paid
a visit to the institution. and saw what was
required. The work of the committee is
vory ecreditable indeed. Al they ask for is
an expenditure of about £100. T am quite
satisfied that if the IIome Sceretary would
visit that institution——

The Foxe SECRETARY : I gave you a promise
I would visit Rockhampton.

My, ITARTLEY : Ts there any chance of
the money being made available from some
fund? I think the hon. gentleman gave m=
that promise some time ago. but so far it has
not been carried out. T want to impress upon
the ome Secretary the fact that these ladier
are working nnder very disadvantageous con-
Citions in carrying out this work, which they
arve doing very well.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toawoomba): I
regret that hon. members have not been able
to receive the report upon the operations
of the sub-departments carlier than they have
done. There is some interesting information
in the repore with respect to the old people
at Dunwien. Y notice that twelve pages of
iize report are devoted to this institution, in
which are so many old people who have been
most unfortunate in their life in the State.
I notice on page 18 a table showing the
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receipis and expenditure to 3lst December,

1925, The expenditure column sets out—

£ 5.4

Salaries 8,815 13 4

Maintenance 32.463 4 7

Total . £41.278 17 11

The receipts for the same period were—

£ s.d.

Sale of pigs 2915 0
Collected by Public

Curator 15,7583 9 10

Net expenditure 25,405 7 3

Sale of sand 2 090

Postmaster 88 510

. ..£41,278 17 11
I would like the ITome Sccretary to explain
how the amount collected by the Publie
Curator is made up.

The Hoye SecrerarY : Thar is the pensions.

Mr. ROBERTS: I would like some infor.
mation as to the amount the Governmens
received from the Commonwealth during this
period of twelve months, and how many
people are represented in this contribution
for services rendered.  Dealing with the
Incbriates Institution the report states—

Towal

“ METHYLATED SPIRITS.

- From accounts received, when other
spIrits were unobtainable or on account
of Jack of funds. the drinking of methy.
fated spirits seems to he on the increase.
This is also alluded to by the Medical
Superintendent. Dalrymple House, He
makes the suggestion that some material
could be added to the methylated spiris
sold to the public which will effectively
stop its use.  This suggestion secms
worthy of gencral adoption, as drinking
this liquor is certainly very disastrous
to those who take it. as cxperience of
cases here has shown,
“ Tt would be a
Queensiand  if some
adopted  to  prevent
methylated spirvit.”

The TOME SECRETARY  (Ifon. J.
Stopford. Mowunt Morgun): 1 have not got
the fignres either of the number or of the
amount received from the Commonwealth,
but the CGommonwealth Government con-
tribute 10s. 6d. per week for each old-age
pensioner in Dunwich. That makes up the
amount shown in the repoit as collected by
the PPublic Curator. : :

Mr.  Kerr: Did  the Commonwealth
Government inerease the contribution when
the pension was increased to 17s. 6d. 7

. The IIOME SECRETARY : Thoey did not
increase the amount paid to the Quecnsland
Government,

Mr. WRIGHT (Bulimba): T desire to say
a few words on the vote in connhection with
the Dunwich Benevolent Asylum. During
the recess T paid quite a number of visits to
that institution., and T noticed that quite
a number of improvements had taken place
teniding to make the inmates more com-
fortgxblp. T would like to see some other
mstitution provided for imbeciles, also for
a certain type of female, particaularly voung
girls, who ave at present heing admitted. [
rhink there should be some other institution
for this type of person. Such a provision

decided  benefit to
method  could be
the «drinking of
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would make for greater comfort for the
inmates of Dunwich., That applies parti-
cularly to female cases, We have at Dun-
wich many of our old lady pionecrs. and it
iz not right to place among them these female
imbeciles. Everything possible should be
done to provide a comfortable time for the
aged inhabitants.

Taking Dunwich generally, I am satisfied
that it 1s in advance of many institutions
of a similar kind in other parts of the
world., 1f something were done on the lines
T have suggested, 1t would tend to improve
considerably the present conditions.

AMre. VOWLES (Dalby): I wish to deal
Lriefly with.the Jubilee Sanatorium at Dalby
for Consumiptives. I am pleased to sce that
the salary of the visiting medical officer
has been vaised. It is very proper that
slould have been done. I wish to deal with
a portion of a report from this institution.
When ihe institution was established, T
understood thar it was only for persons in
the first stage of the discase.

Hon. J. G. AppeL: That is se.

Mr. VOWLER: I thiuk that arrangement
has not been adhered to. and that incurable
cases may be found amongst the cases
admitted.  That is not what was intended.
The report coutains this statement—

“Our  statisties are less  satisfactory
than usual owing to the large number
of advanced and unsuitable cases which
have been sent in  during the year.
The matter was brought before the notice
of the Home Secretary some months
ago, and has to some extent heen recti-
fied.”

If the institution was established for per-
sons 1n the first stages of the discase. it 1s
uot a fair thing to admit incurables, parti-
culavly if they ave uncleanly in their habits,
1 sincerely trust that the suggestion from the
institution will be accepted by the Home
Secretal Departmoent.

There is another matfer which seems to
me to require attention. An opinton sescms
to be prevalent in Government departments
that these institutions dc not nced painting-
or preserving., This applies not ouly to hos-
pitals but 1o other buildings, I think that
ceuntry insritutions are particularly in need
of preservation by painiing, more so than
city institutions. [ suggest that so far as
this institution is concerned a little paint
would wot be out of place.

The TICME SECRETARY (ITon. J.
Stopford. Mownt Murgeny: Regarding the
admission of incurable patients, the majovity
of the patients, of course. arve subject to
rigid exannnation before they are admitted
to the Jubtlee Sanatroriumn at Dalby, but the
hon. member must recognize that the Home

Department is pleced in a very
serions  difficuliy There is a
lavge number of patients ask-
ing for admission {fo some hospital. and
the only institution available is at Dalby,
and we have to send them there, or else
leave them to lock after themselves. With
regaprd to painting the sanatorimm, I have
had  that minuted for some considerable
time, amwd when the money is available it
will be artended to.

Mr. ROBERTR (Fust Toowonombad): We
are providing a saum in this vote for the-
Epileptic Tiome, Willowhurn, and there is a
statement in the report in regard to the-

. Mr. Roberts.]

[3 p.n]
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admission of patienis. T visited the institu-
tion, and was struck with the large number
of inmates in the home who, in my opinion,
were not suitable parients for that institu-
tion, which was established for the purposc
of providing a home for those whose mental
condition might be improved: and it seems
to me rather unfortunate that these people
should be surrcunded by persons who are
certainly incurakle. and who ought to be
placed 1n another instituiion provided by the
State. This is what the report says—

¢ 0f the admissions a Jarge proportion
were i beeile or mentally defective, not-
withsianding the precautivns taken to
exclude this class of cases. If is not
reasonahble ro expect imna
mentality, for whom especiaily the insti-
tution 15 desiened. to associate with
unforfunate sufferers whose admission in
many cases has heen sought only as a
last resource, when they have become
intolerable to those belonging to them.”
It is ¢ rather a sad paragraph. and we have
to consider the people with whom they are
assoctated.  This report is worthy of con-
sideration. and the institution should he
really wsed for the purpose for which it was
erected
Mre., ITANSOXN (Burandd): T would like
io know from rthe Minister why there is a
reduced vote for ** Commission payable to
travellers ™' in connection with the Blind,
Deaf and Dwmb Institurion.  Last vear a
sum  of £500 was vered for ¢ (Commission
pavabkle to travellers”” and for the currcut
financial vear a sum of £425 only is set
down. T would like to know whether that
reduction is <ue to an increase of business
which renders a lesser number of travellers
pecessary, 1 also desive to call attention to
the displ at the Brisbane Exhibition. For
some vears pasi it has been the custom for
what T mieht term ** Working displays 7 to
“be exhibited at the Brisbane Exhibition, and
the practice of taking employees of the
Blind. Deaf. and Dumb Institution to the
Exhibition is objectionable fo those people,
and T hove their wishos will be respected in
the future.

es of normal

Ay, GrEpsoy: Ther were not there last
year.
My, HANSOXN: I do not know whether

-thev were there. but they were asked to go.
I do not think they should be placed in that
position.  Their wishes in that connection
are well known—they object to being placed
on show. A very large proportion of the em-
plovees in the institution are members of
the Blind Workers' Union, and the union iIs
opposzed to their being placed on show before
the general publie, as it weve. at the Exhi-

bition. I think that the wishes of that
organisation should be respected by the
department. It may be very interesting and

instructive to the public. but T do not think
it iz a very nice thing for the employees of
the institution to be made the means of
entertainment to the public when they do not
desire to be in that position.

Mr. Kerr: Have thev not got a
where they exhibit their goods for sale?

Mr. HANSOXN: There is mno harm in
-making an exhibition of their goods. What
I object to is the employees themselves being
exhibited. T hope that the objection which
the emplovees feel to being placed on show

will be respected by the department.

[#Mr. Roberts.

shop
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The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount 3lorgan): There has been
an exhibition by blind workers at the Exhi-
bition for five years past. Personally, I
do not hold the view that a blind worker
exhibiting his skill is an object that can be
deseribed as something on view.

Mr. Haxsox: They think so.

The HOME SECRETARY: I know that
the greatest possible difficulty confronts the
managoer of the institution in making an
advertisement of the goods which is neces-
sarv. The conditions under which the blind
worle to-day are certainly much better than
they worked under previously., (Hear, hear!)
In order to make the conditions of the blind
workers as good as we can, we wish to let
the public not only of Brisbane, but of the
whole State, know what excellent work that
institution is doing.

Hoxovrapre MenBERS : Ilear, hear!

Mr. Morgax: They would sell more goods
in the country if the people knew about it.

The IIOME SECRETARY: There has
never been any guestion of compelling blind
workers to go to the Exhibition at all.
Certain blind workers volunteered to give
their services during the present Exhibition,
but the Blind Workers’ Union objected to
theiy going there, and they were not forced
to go. During my term of office we have
never attempted to force them to go. We
thought—and the blind workers themselves
thought—that it would be interesting to the
country people at the Exhibition to see them
there  There is no compulsion used to make
a Llind worker go there and display his skill.
We desire to develop the institution so that
a1 no period a pieceworker will be on short
time there,

My. Haxsox:
sensible.

The HOME SECRETARY : I want to add
that no blind worker has been sent to the
Txhibition to work at the Exhibition for the
last five years; I do not agree with the idea
that it is invidious to send them theve.

Question put and passed.

Hear, hear! That is very

HEALTH.
Honx. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbane): 1 beg

to move-—
* That

¢ Health.”
As hon. members will observe, the vote shows
a net decrease of £1,769. The usual increases
are provided for members of the staff. T do
not know that there is anything further I
need explain, but I shall be glad to furnish
any necessary information to the Committee.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): 1 notice that there
has been a redaction in this vote from
£28,044 to £26,275, which the Minister might
explain. In the meantime T desire to_touch
upon one or two matters in regard to health
generally. Fivst of all, I want the Minister,
it possible, to amplify the statement which
he made rccently in regard to the milk
supply of the metropolitan area. Hverybody
will admit the worthiness of the spirit which
prompted the vecent deputation to  the
Assistant Home Seeretary with the object of
safeguarding the milk supply. Dr. Turner
then said that he bad been watching the
position for thirty years, and that it is
getting  worse.  The TLabour Government
have been in power for over nine years, yet

£26,275 be granted for




Supply.

after that time a professional gentleman such
as Dr. Turner publicly states thar the position
is getting worse. It 1s obvious that the time
is ripe for us to tackle this guestion in a
more thorough manner than it has been
tackled hitherto. The Government have de-
Jayed a long while before taking any steps,
and to-day we do not krow where we stand.
We cannot find out whether the proposed
action i3 going fo take the form of a pro-
ducers” pool for the distribution of milk,
whether the supply is to be a municipal
affair. or whether 1t is to be controlled by
the Commissioner of Public Health., At
any rate, I hope there will not be that con-
et of authority with which the Commis-
sioner has had to put up for many rears.
We have only to consider the position in
regard to the Joint Health Board to get an
instance. A surplusage of inspectors has
resulted from the abolition of the Board,
and three of them are now out of work.
Some of the local authoritics have done their
duty and appointed inspectors, bur some
have mot.  Iinoggera has appointed its
inspector and is doing its job, but some
others are not doing se, and to cope with
the position the Commissiover has had to
place his own men in the various districts,
1 hope that o similar position will 1ot
arise in regard to the milk supply, which
is of so much importance to the health of
the community, particularly childven and
-invalids.  The statements in the report of
the Government Analyst for last vear in
regard to milk are astounding. I take this

opportunity  of  mforming the Cowmittee
that 253 samples  taken for  analysis
contained  cigarvettes, tobacco, leather,
sputum, cvanide

Mr. CrLayTon : Nonsense'!

Mr., KERR: Let the hon. member get
the report of the Government Analyet, He
would not tell an untruth.

Hon., M. J. Kirwax: Did you say
cranide?

Mr. KERR: The report says so. and I

will go {further and tell the Committee that
these samples are said to have included urine
and such like substances. If hon. members
want proof, let them turn to page 2 of the
report of the Government Analyst for the
vear ended 30th June, 1923. If they say
that I am teiling an untruth. the charge
must also applr to the Government Analyst,
wwho sayvs—
“ The 253 miscellancous samples in-
cluded cream of tartar. ‘ ecgg noodles.”

cigavcttes, tobacco, leather, vermin
destroyers, larvacides, wine, sputuny,
g‘(}]atlllo. cloudy  ammonia, c¢yvanide,
urine, hydrometers, butter preservatives.
bor boric acid, citric and tartaric
acids, solar eclipse sets, and beer pip-
ing.”’

The Government have been in power over
nine vears, but they have never vet tackled
this question. It has been said that wmilk is
rosponsible for carrying a number of discases
What arve the Government doing at the pre-
sent time?  The time is opportnne for the
Minister to make a statement in this Chamber
in that connection. Brisbane alone consumes
4.000.000 gallons of millkk per wvear. That
amount is adulterated by 47.600 gallons of
water, and the public of Brisbane are paving
£7.140 per annum for water instead of milk
at 8d. or 8d. per quart. This question is of
naramount importance, The Government
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should have tackled the milk supply problem
long erc this, They ave not yet in a position
to say that the problem is being tackled. 1
am uot going to blamne the Commissioner of
Public Health, for the reason that he has not
had the power to deal with the matter, Year
after vear he has pointed out the problem i
Lis report to the Government, but they have
not taken the necessary action. The other
dav & body of persons interested submitted a
scheme to the Assistant Home Secretary, but
he was not able to tell them anything beyond
the fuct that their scheme would be looked
into. Dr. Turper points ouf that this state
of affairs has existed for the last thivty vears,
Lut that it was getting worse, and it is time
that some action was taken.

Mr. HARTeEY : We shall be all right when
we get a municipal supply.

AMyr, KERR : Time and again, after thump-
ing by the Opposition, we have been able to
cot some results. I am going t take the
opportunity of thumping cvery time until
something is done. Judging from the statis-
tical iurns dealing with the birth rare and
the death rate in Queensiand, the people of
the Srate generally speaking are in a healthy
conditicn. Queensland has the ihird highest
Birth rate, compared with the other States of
Australia, New Zealand, and the British Isles.
That is an indication that the health of the
people of Queensland has always been good.
possibly due to outdoor life and excellent
natural conditions.

1 want (o now deal with the venercal hospi-
tals. It is eratifving to learn that a special
medical officer has been appointed to tako
charge of the venercal clinics and the venereal
isolated hospitals. I hope that the Govera-
ment will give this matter very close and
continnous attention. It will be found from
the statisties that there ave a number of
ehildren under ten years of age who are
infected with venereal discase. At cvery age
@ cortain number are infected, and close action
and close artention are absolutely necessary.
The figures show that in Queensland to-day
for overr one male infeet:d there arve five
fomales infected. The Government are respon-
sible for the rvemoval of a grrat number of
restrictions <lealing with the prevention of the
spread of this disease. The establishment of
irrigation stations is necessary to combat this
discase, There are some 80.000 irrigations per-
formed overs vear, and that indicates that
this question is one of considerable impor-
tance. We should have more irrigation
stations established, not in out-of-the-way
places. but in centrally situated parts. This
particular discase is not being restricted. We
find that in 1920 some 698 females, mostly fol-
lowing a certain profession, were examined in
William street. I venture to say that very
fow ave examined to-day because the compul-
sion that exisied in previous years is not now
present. This disease is not confined to the
principal cities. We have it stated in the
report that people are receiving attention for
it at Cairns. Townsville, Longreach, and
Rockhampton. while small outside towns, such
as Mitchell, treat their quota of cases. That
shows that people with the disease have gone
from the cities to towns like Mitchell, 1t is
therofore ovident that a good deal of the
disease emanates from the cities: it is only
logical to draw that conclusion. That being
s0. we should tackle ihis question firmly in
the cities. The (ommonwealth Government
previously granted a subsidy of £15,000 in
order to combat this discase, I would like the
Mr. Kerr.1
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Home Secretary to state whether that aubwdy
or part of it 1s still available to the State,
and whether, if so, 1t is being availed of by
the State. or if it has been withdrawn by the
Commonwealth Government. DPersonally, I
have had some experience in the large cities
of the world, and I am glad to say that,
comparatively apeaking, Brisbane, consider:
ing the population, can more than hold its
own with them. We have not in Brishanc
the byways and alleys of the lowest quarters
imaginable that exist in other cities. There
have been established clinics in Cairo, Mar-
seilles, and other large cities of the world,
and not hidden in out-of-the-way corners,
facilitics which are not looked upon by the
people as something to be passed by qmok]v
but as something essential to the commumty
So long as that position exists—and it does
exist—we ought to be manly enough to face
this question. This question is a very im-
portant one indeed, and the authorities in
Queensland should sce if they cannot tackle
it. Thosc are two matters which, in my
opinion, should cecupy a good deal of atten-
tion from the health authorities.

Mr. HARTLEY (Zitzroy): The vote'is a
fairly large one for the services we get, and
for the information we get aus to how the
money is spent. I regret that tha reports of
the Home Department and the (‘ommissioner
of Public Hea 11H\ arc not available. They ave
coertainly a great aid in discussing this vote.
I do not see that either the Health Commis-
sioner or- the Government should take the
matter of a pure milk supply for Brisbane in
hand. Tt is not their business. The people
of Brisbane have the matter in their own
hands, just as the people of Charters Towers
and Rockhampton have, If they are not
gerting a pure milk =u])plv it is the fault of
the people distributing the milk. The tirade
of the hon. member for Enoggera is only
snother admission of the dishonesty of the
individualist commercial  system, and the
hreakdown of that system. Until hon. mem-
hers opposite recognise that fact, milk will
continue to be adulterated for pmflt to the
detrinmient of the infant life in the State.

Mr. KeR®: A lot of it must be done on the
{arm.

Mr. TARTLEY : Tt does not matter where
it 15 «lone. it is done because of the evils of

the system under which we are living. That
is what the hon. member for Enoggera can-
not see.  We are living nnder a system that
allows people to %up])]y wilk of any sort
merely for profif. without respect for the
health of the community. That svstem is
bound to cause the suppliers to disvegard
what the effect will be on the infant life of
the State. Tt simply shows that the hig
milk-distributing companies do not care two-
petice whether thev are selling poison or not
so long as they sell it.

The remedy is not
ment scheme of
achicved by the municipality
matter in hand, and seeing that a proper
wmilk suvnly s provided. also that a better
svstem of distribution is provided. I hope
that when the Greater Brisbane scheme is
consnmmated it will bring about in Brishane
—and that similar schemes will be found in
other big cities of the State—a municipal
milk \upplv municipal abattoirs. and other
requisites necessary for the welfare of the
people in a great State like Queensland.
That is the remedsy, a")d it is no good asking
the Government for relief or blaming them

[Mr. Kerr.
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for present conditions. It results simply
fremw. the chearing practices of milk-sellers.
and distributing companies. :

Another thing that makes the milk supply
poor, aud puts it in the hands of unscrupu-
lous persons, 1s the self-same regulations
that the hon. member speaks of. Brisbane
and other centres are so mollycoddled with
regulations that soon we shall not be able
to move about without having half a dozen
doctors at our elhows to sce that we do not
come 1n contact with some flying microbe.
The Lord cnly knows how I and other men
Lave got out of some of the places that we
have found ourselves in. T suppose half the
doctors of Brisbane would throw fits if ther
saw some of the water that some hon, mem-
bers on this side of the House have had to
drink from time to time.

Mr. Epwarns: There are
side, too.

Mr. FIARTLEY : Yet we did not get any
of the horrible things that the hon. member-
for Enogeera las been talking about. I
quite admit that stupidity will run a person
into any kind of sickpess. I notice that it iz
Q‘Onomlly the fat emd lazy man who gets all
these fevers. {l.aughicr.) One of the effects
of all these regulations is the attempt to beat
Nature Dby cradicating the mosquito. The
authorities compel all water receptacles to
be covered. and prosecute people who do not
cover them. It may happen that a lot of
people have kept a couple of very finely bred
ccws, but when these regulations began to be
cnforced they would not bother any further
with their cows. The same remark applies
to the htealth regulations as to the disposal of’
manure.  Unless a person is prepared to go
around after the cow with a garbage pan
in one hand aud a brush in the other he is
liable to be prosecuted by a health inspector.
No one would bother about that. There is:
reasonableness in all things, and I admit
that cleanliness is necessary; at the same
time I think that a lot of these health regu-
lations arc stupid and too drastic and too
expensive to working people.

Mr. Kerr: The hon. member would not
tackle the milk supply at all.

Mr. TTARTLEY: I

some on this

advise my young

The CHATRMAN : Order! T ask the hon. -

nember to address the Chair.
Mr. HARTLEY : I advise the hon, mem-
ber  for Encggera, through the Chair—

(laughter)—that I would tackle the question
of the mitk supplz through the city council.
I liove that when the Greater Brisbane
scheme 13 consummated. and an advanced
ceuncil of progressive Labour men is elected,
they will deal not only with the milk prob-
Jem bur with all other important problems.

There iz one matter I seriously
[3.30 p.n.| need some informmation about,

because the reports are not here,
end I wm absolutely in the dark. I do not
like being in the dark on such an important
matter.

Mr. Fry: You are mostly in the dark.

Mr. ITARTLEY : If I am in the dark, I
can always find the hon. member, because
vou can always {ind a donkey by the noise
he makes. {(Laughter.) T look upon this
question of mosquito eradication as a pretty
big waste of time. and, what is more to_the
point. some of the regulations, compelling
people to cut down beautiful shade trees
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around their homes. because leaves from the
trees get into the spouting where mosquitoes
might breed. are absolutely silly. 1 saw

that a gentleman the other day at Too-
woomba gave a lecture on the ubiquitous
TMOSquito, “and he said he did not think water

was at all necessary for them to breed in,
and he eave it as his experience that he
had found them in dry places. I have found
them in some of the dry spots of the West
in the middle of the big drought when there
was no rain at all, and I have found them in
big clouds too.

Hon. W. H. BarxES:
tectotal mosquitoes.

Mr. HARTLEY : According to the 1lealth
Department, they are nearly all icetotal,
because they «ay that i you mix anything
with the wates it settles them, and it
generally settles a teetotaller as well as the
mosquito. It depends on how much you
mix with the water. I want to know what
has been the result of the expenditure,
how much it has been, what number of
mosquitoes  to  the million have been
destroyed, and what is the cost per head
of destroying them—(laughter)—and I hope
the hon. gentleman will supply that infor-
Mmeat1omn,

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bey): 1 should not
have spoken on this vote but for the report
which was stated to be signed by the Govern-
ment Ana and the remarks of the hon.

There must be some
{Laughter.)

member for FKnoggera. That hon. member
made a moest alarming statement.
Hon, AL J. IOrwan: My word, he did!

Mr. CLAYTON : If I find the statement has
been authorised as correct by the Govern-
ment Analyst, Mr. Henderson, then the posi-
tion is sertous. But for that report I could
not have believed it possible.

Hon. M. J. Kimizwax: What did Mr.
1lenderson say?
AMr. CLAYTOXN: The hon. member for

¥noggera informs me that in his report he
stares that in the milk supply of Brisbane
cigarette dumpers, leather, sputum, larva-
cides, and urine have been found. If you find
the milk supply of Brisbane containing such
substances as that, then it is time the Health
Dupmtmom made a thorough investigation
and dealt stringently with any vendor selling
milk  containing such substances. With
regard to the supply of milk generally to
the ciries—T restrict my remarks to the cold
milk supply—something should be done to
provide for a purer supply of milk to the
city. as itk is one of our west important
foods, especially as regards the younger
generation.  As one who is supplying a
retatler iu the town of AMarvborough, I
know something about the subject. At the
present time our dalry premises are subject
to inspection by the officers of the Depari-
ment of Agriculture; then your cows are
subject to inspection by a veterinary surgeon
who is also an officer of the Department of
Agricultura;  and then vour milk supply
comes under the Health Department, If
we could place the whole of the milk supply
question—that is as to the health of the
cattle and all—under the one department,
it would be in the interests of the consumers
of milk in the city, and that suggestion
should be taken up.

Hon. M. J. Kmrwix: You suggest that,
in the case of dairies aupplvﬂlg milk for
cousumption ?
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Mr. CLAYTON: Yes. I advocate that,
and I think it would be a move m the right
direction. I have had a few years plactlcal
experience in this matter, and my opinion
is that vou get a more wholesome article by
the use of milking machines than you do with
hand-milking and going round to see that
overy cow 1s in a proper milking state. But
whether milking is done by machine or by
hand, there is a filter used 1 in many dairies—
those in which great care is_exercised—by
means of which all the milk is fltered
through cotton wool. I have always insisted
on this cotton-wool filter being used in con-
nection with my business, and it would
surprise hon. membm\ if ’rhev could see what
is contained in that cotton-wool -filter after
the milk goes through. Sceing the trouble
we have in connection with our milk supply,
and that the butter we put on the market 1s
not of the same standard as that of other
countries, it would be a step in the right
direction to see that these filters are used to
take away the impurities which exist in milk
which is not strained in a proper manner.
I trust that something will be done to alle-
viate the mortality and suffering which take
place amongst the younger children in. many

of our cities.
Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbane): The
deerease in the vote is largely due to the

fact that £2,000 less will be spent this vear
in connection with the hookworm campaign,
which has been conducted throughout the
\fcltﬁ for some time with the assistance of
the Commonwealth, The campaign is prac-
tically now completed. and that accounts for
the deerease in the vote.

The hon. member for Enoggera made a
rather remarkable statement, which is quite

characteristic of him, by rcading an extract
from the Government Analyst’s report pur-
porting to state what was found in milk
analvsed by that gentleman in the ecity of
Brisbane. The hon. member did not under-
stand the statement, because it does not
apply to milk at all. On page 690, vol. 1,
of the ¢ Parliamentary Papers” for last year
the Government Analyst gives a table in
which he mentions the food and drugs which
were «dealt with by him in his official
capacity. In that list he mentions milk and
a large number of other articles. Under the
title of *¢ Miscellancous” he says there were
253 miscellancous articles or samples sub-
mitted to him for analvsis. He says—
‘The 253 miscellancous samples in-
cinded cream of tartar. ¢ egg noodles”
cigarettes, tobacco, leather, vermin de-
strovers, larvacides, wine, sputum, gela-
tine, clondy ammonia, cvanide, urine,
hydrometers, butter preservatives, borax,
borie acid, citric and tartaric acids, solar
eclipse sets, and beer piping.”
(Laughter.) That is what the Government
Analvst had submitted to him for examina-
tion. Those things were not found in the
milk at all. (Renewed laughter.)

The hon. member certainly raised a very
important question when he made reference to
the necessity for dealing with the milk supply.
Tt is quite true that a very representative
deputation waited on me the other day and
made certain recommendations on this very
important question; but the hon, member
should not complain that T did not straight
away say that I was going to do this or
that. This is a matter which recuires con-
sideration and investigation. because various
methods are employed in different parts of

e, Kirwan.]
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Melbourne there is one
in Wellington, New Zealand, there
iz a different system entirely; whereas in
other quarters of the globe it is dealt with
in another manner altogether.  Therefore
we have to consider the position as we find
it in Brisbane to-day, and I can assure the
‘hon. member and the Commitree that the
department is quite alive to the nccessity
of dealing with this particular question. I
st say that I am inclined to agree with
the suggestion of the hon. member  for
Titzroy that it is really a local authority
matter, To iy way of thinking—and the
morce 1 consider the question the more in-
clined am I to the conclusion—the Consoli-
dated Revenue should not be called upon to
Lear the coxpense of maintaining the health
of the people, but the cost should be borne
by the local authorities whose duty it is.
iz is quite possible that the Government
should have officers to whom veference might
b made in a matter of this sort. just as
‘they employ  cugineers and  other highly
qualified men 1o “advize local authorities in
other spheres. The hon member for Enog-
cera also said that he hoped the councils
would  be (ompcﬂcd to keep their areas
c¢lean. 1 make the statement that wherever
the Commissioner thinks it necessary to com-
pel local authoriries in  the metropolitan
area or anywhere else in Queensland to carpy
out their bounden duty of keeping their
areas clean and healthy., he will have my
qaipport so long as I vemain in charge of
the deparvtment.

HoxouvranLe MeuBER: : Hea

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN: It should be a
v simple matter to mmp“l every resids

local authorits area to keep his own
1t that were done, the question

world.  In

r, hear!

in oa
vard clean.
v! the general cleanliness of the arca would

not be very diffiealt.  If there are people
who refuse to recoguise their clear duty in
this respect, the local authority concerned
stiould have no hesitation in prosecuting
them. It 1= not fair to espect the com-
munity to spend mouey cleaning up dirts

vards, and I sce no reason why the Con-
solidated Revenue should be used for the
purpose to which it has Dbeen put quite

reeently of cleaning up local anthority arcas
and doing work, the cost of which the
conneils should boar themselves,

The hon. member also made reference to
venereal discase. I quite agree that this is
a very serious problem and one which has
claimed the attention of inedical authorities
throughout Australia. Only quite recently
I saw in tne public Press a startling state-
ment made by a medical man regarding
the condition of things in Melbourne, but
think that under this Govermment and under
the previous Government the administration
in Queensland in this maiter has been much
more effective than in any of the other States
of the Commonuwealth. We have made an
honest attempt to grapple with the position.
We have now a medical officer devoting his
whole time and atrention to dealing w ith the
oroblem, and giving professional advice to the
unfortunate sufferers who attend the various
clinics. Tt was suggested that we should
have a ciinic in a_central portion of the city.
1 think that the hon, member for Enoggera

should realise that it is not advisable, to
vut it plainly. to have it in_a place where
iis character will be generally known. If

we are to encourage the unfortunate sufferers
to come along and submit to treatment, we

[Myr Kirwan.
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do not want to have a place such that a
passer-by who sees a person going in will
know what he is going i tor. We keep 1t
as private as possible in order to encourage
such persons to come and get treatment and
b~ restored to health. The Commonwealth
gra amounts to something in the vieinity
of £3,000, which is our share of approxi-
mately £15,00, and I can assure the hon.
mombu and the Committee that good work

is being done so far as this State is con-
cerned,

The hon. member for Fitzrov asked what
was being done in connection with the
mosquito campaign. That is largely a matter
for the local authorities. W hile the hon.
gentieman is quite entitled to his opinion,
mmhr I respectfully suggest ro him that he
consider the problem from this aspect: It is
oue that has vecently been made a great deal
more important by virtue of the fact that the
Panama Canal is open, and it is possible
that diseascs of a serious nature may be
introduced and spread in Queensland, There-
fore the Commissioner of Public Health is
alive to the necessity for preventing the
introduction into Queensland of a certain
type of wvellow fever as far as possible,
through human knowledge, skill, and general
administration.

Mr. HARTLEY :
affect that?

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN: Might I ask the
hon. gentleman how we got bubonic plague
and other discases into Queensland?

Mr. Hamrrey: Would we get
Panama?

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN :
pox and other diseases from the Hawt, and,
genevally  speaking, those diseases are
brought here by vessels. So long as we have
irade and commerce with other countrics,
then the particular diseases which are preva-
lent in those countries can be introduced
into Australia. The men who went to New
(Guinea in the carly days of the gold rush
there came back with malaria.

How does the Panama Canal

it from

We can get small-

Hon. J. G. AppeL : They get it still.
HarTLEY : They do not get that from

the mosquito.

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN: I do not pretend
to be an authority on this matter, but I
have fo take the advice of the Commisisoner
¢f Public Health on these matters, and I
will endeavour to administer my department
in a common-sense manner. If I am satisfied
that the advice of the Commissioner of
Public Health is sound—and I have no reason
to question his advice on this and other
matters—I will endeavour to back him up.
I can assurc the hon. member for Enoggera
and other hon. members that I recognise the
importance of the Department of Public
Health, and I am not inclined to restrict its
opemtlons in any way. I will certainly see
ihat the local authorities carry out their
bounden duty to the ratepayers.

HoxovrasLe MEMBERS: Hear,

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN: If the Govern-
ment. the Minister, or the Commissioner of
Public Health take action, I hope I am not
going to be rushed by hon. members asking
me to hold my hand.

Hon. J. G. APPEL:
is the evil thereof.”

Hox. M. J. KIRWAN : If a local authority
carries out its duty and keeps its area clean,

hear!

“ Sufficient for the day
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and another local authority refuses or
neglects to do its duty, it is not fair to spend
money from the Consolidated Revenue in
cleaning up that local authority’s area. Tf
a local authority fails to recognise its duty
and the Commissioner of Public Health takes
a certain action to compel it to do the right
thing, then he will be backed up by me. I
can_ assure hon. members that in the metro-
politan area, owing to the operation of the
Joint Health Board, the city, generally
speaking, is clean, and we intend to keep it
in that state. The work of ratproofing the
wharves will aet, I am sure, in the direction
of preventing an outbreak of bubonic plague
in the future. The shipping companies have
co-operated, and the work has been success-
fully carried out. We are hopeful now that
such_effective work has been carried out that
it will prevent the repetition of such an out-
break as we had a few years ago.

Mr. F. A COOPER (Bremer): I would
like to make a few remarks while the hon.
member for Inoggera is getting suitable
words to frame an apology to the Assistant
Minister for his riisstatements. In the mean-
time, I would like to congratulate - the
Assistant Minister on his attitude towards
the local authorities in the matter of the
supervision or health regulations. I trust
that he is not going to cut out all the good
officers of the State who are working in the
iuterests of the public health. I believe that
the local authorities need some supervising
authority to see that thev do their work
properly. We know that difficulties do arise
between local authorities in the matter of
boundary rcads snd boundary bridges, and
the Home Department has to step in to see
that the parties concerned bear their fair
shave. It dows scmetimes occur that there
is a difference between local authorities—one
local authority doing its best to preserve the
puplm health. and the other local authority
doing nothing. Consequently, much of the
good work done by the good local authority
is undone by the bad work of the bad local
authority.

T regret that I cannot agree with my col-
league. the hon. member for Fitzroy, in his
attitude towards the mozquito. I regard the
mosquite as one of the greatest pests that we
have. Anyonc who can sleep without con-
templating the ravages of the mosquito has
a very poor imagination. and, in my opinion,
is prepared to put up with a lot of things
which the average citizen would not submit
to  In speaking of the fly and mosquito, T
do not know which is the worse pest. At
any rate, while we have people who are con-
tent to allow these pests to have their full
fRing we are likely to have discase rampant
ns. It is the duty of the Depart-
Puhlic I1ealth to see that the local
authorities perform their duties efficiently
and well. I cannot understand for the life of
me how any authority can be negligent in
the extermination of the mosquito or the fly.
I will invite anyone who has not studied the
guestion to come along with me to a
restaurant. I will there supply him with
two dinners, onc over which the flies and
cockroaches have heen running. and another
over which they have not, and I will Jeave
it to the man’s own judgment which dinner
he will choose. If T have a correct idea of
him, he will choose the dinner which he sup-
poses to be a clean dinner. It is high time
that we fock a stand on this matter and
oxpressed curselves very definitely in rela-

[3 SEPTEMBER.]

Supply. 589

tion to these pests which ave earrying dis-
ease. I would ask hon. members to bear
with me for a moment and look at the com-
mon howse-fly. Ir follows man and stays
with him wherever he goes. The common
house-fily has 10,000,000 eyes. so that it misses
nothing that comes its way. It has more
hair on its back and more whiskers than the
most unshaven resident of * Woop-woop”
—hairs capable of carrying germs giving
the most disastrcus results. It is difficult
to see whether it has a nose or not,
vet it does mot miss one smell. Tt
has a proboscis that the greatest © sticky-
beak” “in the world would envy. t
goes into every habitation and stays there.
T cannot comprehend for one moment anyone
taking the house-fly to his bosom as a friend.
It lives everywhere. It lives wherever man
coes, and in some places stays longer than
he does with disastrous results. Although the
fiv is always with us, it is not such a faith-
fal companion as a dog: but it sticketh
closer than a brother.” If we do not take
steps to wipe it out, it will ultimately wipe
s out. I trust that the Department of
Public Health will keep the local authorities,
not here and there but evervwhere, alive to
their responsibilities, so that we may have
some peace in the hours of the day from the
fly and in the hours in which we sleep from
the mosquito. [ understand that the local
emporiums at Ipswich sell something like
£5,000 or £6,000 worth of mosquito-nets a
vear, yet the local authority there does not
spend £5,000 or £6,000 on exterminating the
mosquito. A much greater amount 1s spent
in Brisbane on ncsquito nets, while very
little is expended in a campaign to wipe out
the mosquito. We allow the children to
sleep in stuffy rooms, made more stuffy by
the use of mosquito nets, so that they will
not suffer from the filaria and other con-
{aminations of the mosquito. Why we should
he foolish cnough to go on in the old, old
ways 1 cannot understand. T hope that the
Home Secretary will not be affected in any
way by the remarks of the hon. member for
Fitzroy. but will call on his officers to insti-
tute a campaign against the mosquito and
the fly.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): I have here the
report of the Government Analyst for the
year ended 30th June, 1923. In one para-
graph it says that 476,000 gallons of adulter-
ated milk were sold, and I tried to get
from the table in the report exactly how
that quantity came to be adulterated. If
any hon. member had the report in front
of him. he would notiec that the report is
set out in paragraphs. One paragraph is the
paragraph I have quoted to this Chamber
and which reads—

“ . In the case of fresh milk,
however. where no preliminary testing
is possible and where samples are taken
indiscriminately, the proportion swhich
fails is probably a fairly correct indica-
tion of the proportion of inferior milk
supplied to the publie. The 253 miscel-
laneous samples included———"

and then follows the quotation I previously
read. It does not say that these miscel-
laneous samples are milk, but it refers to
those samples in the same paragraph where
milk is dealt with, and the average person
would naturally assume that_the samples
reforred to were samples of milk.

I frankly acknowledge that the Minister

Mr. Kerr.}
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haz now cleared the situation, and I hope
that in future tlose responsible for prepar-
ing these reports will make their meaning
clearer, Tf milk is dealt with in one para-
egraph, that paragraph should be confined
to milk. No person could readily determine
what these 253 miscellaneous samples vepre-

sented. It would appear that they were
milk, but it turns out they are something
entirely  different. Miscellancous  might

easily mean samples taken in the dairy, rail-
wav stations, when being delivered, ete. The
situation now appears to be cleaved up, but
it does not get away from the fact that
476,000 gallons oui of the 4.000.000 gallons of
milk consumed in Brisbane are being adu!-
terated to-day, and £7,140 is the price—in the
mouney scnse—that is being paid d: ber—F
of Brisbane for 47,600 gallons of what was
sold as milk but which was only water.

My, Weir: According to you, we are get-
ting cigarettes for nothing.

Mr. KERR: I am still of the opinion
that the Government are very lax in
handling this all-important question of milk.
A good deal can be done to improve the
position, Hon. members opposite have men-
tioned that the Government should take
control. I sav that it is a government function
to initiate control. The suppliers themselves
have tried to get control of the supply of
mill, and they have not received the. con-
sideration they should from the Government.
The time must come when we must chill and
pasteurise the milk supply. That is the only
safe way that it may be passed on to
children and the infirm.

I notice in an American paper that cows
over there could practically be kept in a
drawing-room, they are so scrupulously
clean. The milk is bottled there much the
same as beer. There is no question of the
consumer contaminating the supply by the
use of unclean jugs. Some similar system
must he initiated by the Commissioner of
Public Health, but the suppliers must have
control. We must get a pure milk supply.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fit:roy): I would not
have risen to speak again had it not been
for the vemarks of the hon. member for
Bremer. There is a difference between cleanli-
ness and attempting to dodge every fly and
cvery mosquito vou see, as though they ware
devils with two horns and a tail. The parallel
the hon. member brought forward was abso-
Iutely stupid. No one would attempt to deal
with food that had been infected with insects.

If he had any sense at all, whether

{4 p.m.] he was camping in a tent in the
bush or living in a first-class resi-

dence in town, he would take good care to
keep his food clean. - But with regard to the
expenditure on the extermination of the
mosquito, from the experience we have had
in Quecnsland of the mosquito, I regard it as
an  expenditure of thousands of pounds
on a fad. Take the explanatica given
by the Minister that the Tanama Canal ‘s
now open and brings the steamer traffic so
much closer to Brisbane that we are in danger

of an outbreak of “ Yellow Jack.” Why,
when the Panama Canal was being con-
structed, the death rate amongst the men

working on the canal from vellow fever was
something tremendous.

Hon. J. G. AppiL: Until they exterminated
the mosquito.

Mr. HARTLIY : Tt was stated that in order
to preserve the health of the camp they must

[Mr. Kerr.
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cvadicate the mosquito, and they covered the
pools, ponds, and swamps with k- rosene, and
to some extent they exterminated the mos-
quito, and they said subscquently thar ther
had eradicated * Yellow Jack.” Now, if ther
eradicatsd ©* Yellow Jack ” in Panama, I talke
it thev were smart enough to keep the old
mosquito down once they got him down—so
where can be the danger of vellow fever from
Panama? You cither have not exterminated
the mosquito in Panarmna, or there is no danger
of “ Yellow Jack” being introduced here. So
far as malaria goes, I may say that I have
lived at certain times in some of the worst
malaria spots that can be found in Queens-
land, and the same applies to some parts of
Africa: and in my opinion the mosquito has
very little to do with inoculating people with
malaria. although it may be a carrier after-
wards, The expenditure in and around Bris-
bane on mosquito destruction has been stupid,
and the destruction of the beautiful orna-
mental trees surrounding the houses has been
stupid, too. What is the good of draining
a fow holes here and there and putting a
number of dollars extra into the pockets of the
plumber, because as soon as these silly regula-
tions were gazetted, up went the price of wire
gauze to keep mosquitoes in the tanks. A few
tanks were covered, and I am prepared to
bet that you cannot walk very far in any one
direction after you get down to Eagle Junc-
tion or out at Whinstanes where I live with-
out going up to your knees for hundreds of
vards in a swamp. Why does the Health
Department not start and drain this swamp
first, if it is a breeding-ground for mosquitoes ?
I sav it is not, and I have just as much right
to give an opinion, as I have had practical
experience, as a lot of these scientific chaps
who are always monkeying round with «
miscroscope. When you walk up to the top
of a mountain and there is no water within
five miles of you, and you find the mosquitoes
worse than they are down on th» flat adjacent
to water, you do not put much credence in
the varn that mosquitoes are bred in swamps.
I do not believe they are.

T will give the Commissioner of Public
Health a test, if need be. At the mouth
of the Fitzroy River there is a pretty big
delta, with several streams branching off. 1t
is very flat there, and there is a big expanse
of saltpans. On one occasion I was riding
there, and when T got to the wharf opposite
Casuarina Island my friends came down in
answer to my ¢ cooee’” to bring me across
the passage. They velled, “Have everything
ready and get off as quick as you can.”’
When I got down to the pontoon I found the

reason for that. Casuarina Passage was
so thick with mosquitces that while one

man was rowing another man had to fau
him with his hat and fan himself at the
same time. (Laughter.) This may sound
like a Munchausen yarn, but it was an
actual occurrence, When we got ashore and
threw cverything out, we were quicker in
getting out of that boat than if she had
been loaded with hot piteh. It took two of
us going turn and turn about tc tie her up
on account of the mosquitoes. When we
got up on to the bank where there was
some wind, our hands were covered with
blood. That passage is filled with clouds
o’ mosquitoes, and those saltpans arve
covered with mosquitoes as thick as you
can get them. It is a pretty time we are
going to have, putting kerosene on_ the
tail of every one of those mosquitoes.
(Laughter.) :
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Hox. J. G. APPEL (4herty: Tt is satis-
fuctory to hear from the 3Jlinister that
there has been such a clearance of nuisances
in the city, and that provision has been
made that no waste food shall be allowed to
remain about and thus attract rats. Appar-
ently from the report there is a very small
percentage of rats now in Brisbane com-
pared to what there were before. I would
like the Minister io go a little further
alield.  While he has cleared the rats ouf
of the city proper he has driven them into
the suburbs. T want to know if his atten-
tion has been dirccted to the fowl runs in
congested suburban areas where food is
flung into small enclosures for the fowls.
That certainly attracts the rats. My atten-
tion has been drawn to that matter while
I have been living in Brisbane during the
present session, and I would suggest to the
Minister that he should not only exterminate
rats in the city, but should extend his cam-
paign into the suburbs, and see that no
waste food is allowed to lic about in these
little fowl enclosures, as it attracts the
rats, which can be seen running about in the
enclosures.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): 1 cannot
agree with the suggestion of the hon. mem-
ber for Fitzroy with regard to mosquitoes.
“The fact that there are great numbers of
mosquitoes in many parts of the country
does not justify the Department of Public
Health slackening its efforts as far as the
cities are concerned. The department should
strike at the rats wherever it can do so.
It is a good thing to know that something
is being done to stop the breeding of these
wretched pests.

I would like to touch particularly on the
auilk business. As hon. members are aware.
it is proposed to form a pool of producers of
milk for the Brisbanc market. The idea is
*hat the Commissioner of Public Health
should become a supplier of milk. There
s nothing whatever to be said in favour of
the Brisbane milk supply at the present time,
It is not only a question of getting pure
milk from the producer. The milk has to
be kept free from adulteration and contami-
nation after it is received at the different
depéts, and T think that the Health Depart-
ment would be wise to take steps to see that
that is carried out. It is only right that
the producer of an article that i1s not fit for
human consumption or is adulterated should
be punished, but it is far more important
that those who sell milk should distribute
‘to the people in the cities a good unadul-
terated article,

At 410 p.m.,

Mr. DUNSTAN (ympiv), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. WARREN: I was struck recently by
the very fine supply of milk in Sydney. A
little while ago I spent two or three weeks
there inquiring into the wmilk supply.
It is no use crying “stinking fish” about
one’s own State unless one can show some
way of improving conditions, and my object
is to show a method of doing so. The reason
-why the milk supply is so good in Sydney
is because the great co-operative company
which handles the milk puts a high value
on a pure article. It will receive nothing
from any of its suppliers unless it is an
-absolutely good article. The milk is pas-
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teurised, and isx made as fit for food as
human ingenuity can make it before being
handed over to the consumer. We have a
great number of dairies round Brisbane
to-day, and the gencral idea is that people
prefer hot milk. I would point out that.
although hot milk is fresh, it may neverthe-
less be impure, and only requires time to
develop the impurities. I would like to sec
the suppliers made responsible for the article
they sell. It is all very well to talk about
the city council taking over the supply.
As u matter of fact, the council are not
anxious to do so. Although I am a supplier,
I do not carc whether they do or do not:
in fact, I think I would sooner they did take
it over than not, but it is not going to bo
casy. If you take the city of Wellington,
which the Assistant Minister mentioned, you
will find that the people pay an enormous
percentage more now than before the city
council took over the supply.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: How does the supply
in Wellington compare in price with the
supply in- Sydney?

Mr. WARREN : It is deaver in Welling-
ton. In Brisbane the price of milk is fixed
by the Commissioner of Prices, and has
recently been increased, but the producer
has reaped no benefit from that system. He
is getting only 1s. and less a gallon for his
milk, and he is living on an absolutely
starvation wage. I made up the accounts
of one man who is growing his feed for his

* cows, and I found that, if he were to sell that

feed in Brisbane at current prices, he would
be better off than he is by feeding it to
his cows and selling their milk.

Mr. Cravrox: That is only for a shors
period of the year.

Mr. WARREN : Different conditions exist
in my electorate. The people I refer to
feed all the year round.

Mr. Cravrox: Nothing of the
(Government laughter.)

Mr. WARREN: I want to tell the hon.
member for Wide Bay that they do feed
all the year round—he may not know it.

Mr. Cravrox: I thought the hon. gentle-
man said that the people of Maryborough
fed their cows all the year round.

Mr. WARREN: No, the hon. member
misunderstood me. These people keep their
cows in the very best of health and supply
a very good commodity; still with milk at
1s. per gallon thev cannot make anything
for themselves. The only time they make
anything is when the price goes abova 1s.
per gallon. If the City Council took control
and paid 1s. 4d. or 1ls, 4id. per gallon—
that is only a rcasonable price—it would not
mean any more to the consumer than ag
present.  The milk producers adopt the view-
point that milk is an absolute food essential,
and as a food essential it must be a pure
commodity. They want to be absolutely
responsible for the supply of the commodity
from the cow to the consumer, and the only
way they can have that control is through
what is really a co-operative method of con-
trol. In connection with the Sydney supply
they have five what we would call vendors.
Here we have two or three fairly large
vendors and the rest .are small vendors.
Under our system therc is no possibility of
properly controlling this easily contaminated

Mr, Warren.]
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food from a health point of view and from
the point of view of distribution. The only
way to deal with the matter is for the pro-
ducers to come io some agreement with the

Government or the council. We are pre-
pared to act either with the Government
or the council with a view to instituting

some suitable scheme. I am of the opinion
that the counecil should be responsible for
the health of the ratepayers and should have
control of the distribution of milk. The
council should make all the arrangements
with the producers and should have power
to see that the very best commodity is
handed over to the consumers. I do not
think it is a proper thing to allow cows
producing millk for human consumption to
run everywhere and drink all sorts of dirty
water. I believe that we should have proper
healthy runs for those cows and they should
have absolutely pure water to drink. It is
just as unpoxtaxlt to have pure water for
the cows as it is to have pure milk for the
baby. I do not think that the health
authorities to-day are paying sufficient atten-
tion to the health of the herds,

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: That is a matter
dealt with by the Department of Agricul-
ture.

Mr. WARREN: It should not be. The
Home Department registers the dairies, but
has no control over the herds. It is time
that undivided control is cstablished. The
Brisbane ity Council should be responsible
for the whole of the milk supply, including
control over the health of the herds and the
suitability of the pastures.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: I think the hon.
gentleman’s suggestion would be practical
so far as it applies to milk for human con-
sumption, but not in connection with every
dairy in the State.

Mr. WARREN: I am alluding only to
the supply of milk for human consumption.
Generally speaking. the product supplied
to the dairy factories is very good. The
percentage of first-grade butter proves con-
clusively that it must be fairly good. I
maintain that the milk supplied for human
consumption jis not up to the same health
standard as the product supplied to the
butter factories. It is not as good, and the
standard is mot as high. It is a serious
charge to make, but “there has been too
much laxity in the supervision. There is
only one way of effectively dealing with this
matter, and I have referred to that method
previou:l) I hope that the Government
will see that samples of milk are got from
both the producers and vendors and that, if
any of thesc persons offend a second time,
they shall not have the option of a fine, but
will be prevented from continuing in the
tusiness for the future. (Hear, hear!)

Hox. W. H. BARNES (iWynnum): I was
glad to hear the Assistant Home Seccretary
say that celtam ciforts arc being made in
the direction of preventing and, as far as
possible, eradicating venereal disease. We
have been discussing quite a number of
important matters mcludmg the one that
was discussed by the hon. member who has
just resumed his seat; but the gquestion of
venereal discase in its relation to the com-
munity and the health of the State is one
of the most vital that has been discussed
to-day. The fact remains that, notwith-
standing what has been and is being done,
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vencreal disease in Australia, if reports are
correct, 1s on the increase.

Hon. M. J. Kmwax: That was stated
i1t Melbourne the other day.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am afraid it 1s
so. If the punishment thait came with the
disease only affected the adult, probably one
would not feel very sorry for that indivi-
but an hon. member with whom I
discussed  the matter this afternoon men-
tioned to me—and I want to give him credit
for the report which he has given me—that
it has a complete aspect so far as nation
building is concerned. (Hear, hear!) He-
drew my attention to the fact that in some
places he has visited there were evident
signs that the people were actually declining
as a result of the effects of this dread
disease.  Whilst we are making every
attempt to prevent any discase from being
introduced into this country, and rightly
%0, we have something in our very midst
which is insidiously \\011\1ng to the detri-
rient of young life. To be hampered by
poverty is a fairly difficult matter: but
when ‘one is hampered by broken hoalth
vight from the very beginning of life it is
a very serious menacce to the comrmunity.
I rose to urge the Assistant Home Secretary
to sce that not caly the efforts which have
been already made are continued, but that
increased vigilance will be adoptcd in con-
nection with this dread disease. I hope
that the Minister will prosecute his cfforts.
to the fullest extent in order that “every-
thing humanly possible may be done to
assist to eradicate this terrible discase.

Mr. BARBER (Bundabery) : During all the
vears I have been a member of this Chamber
]nactlcdllv all the three points that have been
discussed here this afternoon have received
considerable attention from session to session.
That applies particuarly to the troublesome
fly and to the mosquito problem. Opinions
wore expressed here this afternoon, and I do
not know whether we arce to take thosc as
oxpert or otherwise: at any rate, I do not
propose to expr ss anv expert opinion. At the
same time, one must admit that flies are not
only a nuisance in the home. but they are a
moenace to health. My friend, the hon. mem-
ber for Bremer, gave us a detailed aceount
of the various characteoristics of the fly. T was
studying some of the movements of the fly
onlv last night. I recently had the ol(\ctno'
light installed in my home at Toowong
had to keep progress with the timos, OS!)OCIHH_{
as we had advocated the installation of the
clectyie light for about twenty years, and
recently our town council installed the electric
Hight. T thought that the fly would keep
1011“10114\ away from the heat generated by
a T0-candle power light. To my surprise 1
found that the flies walked all over the clectric
light shade and even on the bottom of the
bulb—-—

Hon. W.
celebration.

Mr. BARBER : It may be that. but T always.
colebrate in water. (Laughter.) To be serious,
the fly menace is a very scrious one, and 1t
has been discussod here for the last tweniy
years.

I am pleased to recognise that considerable
efforts have been made to abolish the menace.
As time goes on, no doubt the application of
scicntific and chemical methods will overcome-

I1. Barxes: They came for the
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the difficulty. As one past middle age, 1 have
often had cause to wonder on this subject,
and the hon., member for Wyunum will
appreciate this point. Being a good Sunday
school boy in my young days, it is a wonder
to me why the community ‘have allowed our
parsons and Sunday school teachers to exist.
In those early days, if a boy put a pin through
a fly, he was told that God would pumsh
him and sond him to ** Fiddler's Green.” or
Hell, or elsewhere. (Laughter.) I am mclmed
to believe that the fly menace is due not
entirely to the laxity of Governments, but
to this threat that the Deity would punish
us if we harmed the fly. That gave the fly
a great start, and it is now such a menace
that we have difficulty in catching up to it.
(Renewed laughter.) Probably present day
methods will show better results than the
attempts of children in previous years, when
they had the fear of God put into their hearts
should they harm the fly.

Another question is that of the eradication
of the mosquito. That is a serious problem.
I do not agree with the hon. member for
Fitzroy in thls regard. I know that during

the construction of the Panama
[4.30 p.m.] Canal, an eminent scientific raan,

Colonel Goethals, attempted to
exterminate the mosquito, and there is no
doubt that his success in that direction was
simply marvellous. ’lhe1e may not be the
same danger to-day of ¢ Yellow Jack 7 being
carried frem dlffelent countries to Queens-
land as there was in my early days at sea,
when one was always living in fear of
“ Yellow Jack,” particularly if you were
visiting an Bastern or a South American

port. While the same thing may not apply
to Panama to-day, I am satisfied that we
have to take every precaution possible

through our Health Department to see that
we <o not introduce from other countries the
mosquito that carries the yellow fever germ.

From an article which I read recently
I find that this mosquito trouble and
the introduction of malaria into Great

Britain has caused very great concern to the
Health Department there and the Imperial
authorities during the last couple of vears.
Anyone who knows the conditions of the old
land at all knows very well that, practically
speakmg, there arc no mosquitoes there, vet
quite a number of cases of malaria have
developed during the last few years. When
a ship is lying at an Eastern port day after
day, particularly when shipping sugar, such
as brown sugar from Java, the 1no=qu1tocs
swarm into the skip’s hold, and they remain
in the damp. dark hold until the ship gets
into port, and when the hatches are taken off
they swarm out. and in this way have caused
a great deal of trouble and concern to the
Imperial authorities. Any man who visits
the ports of North or South America will
find mosquitoes. They are found in Van-
couver.

Hon. J. G. APPEL:
Alaska.

Mr. BARBER: Ves, even in Alaska. We
are told over and over again that the mos-
quito must have fresh water to breed in. I
visit a certain farming district here oceca-
sionally, and I find that, although there are
no waterholes or gullies in the district, dur-
ing the last two summers the mosquitoes
have heen there in millions, although up to
a few years ago the mosquito was almost

1924—2 p
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unknown in that district. I used to camp on
the veranda, but I cannot do that now with-
out a mosquito net. That is one of the points
in our mosquito campaign that puzzles me.
You find them right up in the hills whers
there are no waterholes. We are told by the
experts that the mosquitoes will not radiate
from water more than about 300 yards, yet
in some cases you find them from half a mile:

to three-quarters of a mile away, and in
millions.

The hon. member for Enoggera brought
forward the question of something more
being done by the State in connection with
the venereal menace. If anyone takes the
trouble to Iook through * Hansard,” he will
find that right away back in 1803 and 1904 a
very intevesting discussion took place here,
vet the hon. member for Enoggera appa-
rently considers that this venereal disease
trouble is a very recent happening. The
hon. member, and I am sure all the medical

experts, will agree in this. There are tons of
lirerature which u]‘ls been procurable on
this 1natrer. not oniy within the last few

vears, but for many years previously, and I
would ask the hon, member fo peruse that
literature if he has not done so. As I said
when speaking on this subject ten and fifteen
vears ago, the great difficulty in handling
this disease arises because it is a dirty one,
and there are very fow public men and poh—
ticians - who will deal with the matter,
although I have alwavs stated my opinion
and told what T have seen about it. My
remarks at different times on this subject
will be found recorded in ‘* Hansard.” I
pointed out some eight years ago that the
great difficulty in connection with this matter
was that even the religious bodies of the

tate refuse to handle it. They seem to use
th same argument as they did about killing
the fiy. They say that it is dirty, and that
ir is a punhhment o God on the individual
for his s«in. I argue that tuberculosis and
the various epidemies and menaces to
humanity which we suffer from are just as
much the effect of human stupidity and
ignorance as venereal disease. Man has been
steadily emerging from his ignorance, and,
as James Russell Lowell \a1d he is always
gradually moving upward. I would like to
urge hon. members to make themselves more
conversant with the worid’s literature and
scientific reports on this question. A mere
five minutes’ discussion on this subject in
Parliament while this particular Estimate is
going through year after year is more or less
futile, The State should handle this thing
in the way rhat it should be handled. Tt has
been kept in the dark too long. The hon.
member for Enoggera says that something
should be done. What does he sumrest”
Does the hon. member desire to go back to
the old condition of things when we had the
Contagious Diseases Act, which was a low
contemptible insult to every respectable
woman in the commmunity, and which enabled
a policeman to arrest a woman in the street
if they suspected her? There are men who
have mnever travelled bevond the apron-
<tunﬂs of their mothers who argue in favour
of the Contagious Diseases Act, because they
do not know any hetter. If hon. members
will read the three interim reports and the
final report of the Royal Commission which
was appointed in \ew South Wales some
vears ago, and which.is to be found in our
Parliamentary Library, they will have their
eyes opened. I want to emphasise this

Mr. Barber.]
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point: If hon. members think that by going
back to the old methed and reinstituting the
Contagious Diseases Act, they will solve the
cifficulty, they are totally blind, morally,
physically, and individually in regard to the
matter. The Labour partvy was practically
the first party in Australia who took the
matter up seriously and wiped out the Con-
tagious Diseases Act, and I believe that it
has been for the good of the community.

If anybody wants to find scientific or
medical evidence in favour of the abolition
of the contagious diseases provisions of the
Health Act, let him turn up ¢ Hansard”
and read the debates in another place, where
Dr. Espie Dods appeared at the bar—one of
the most eminent authorities on this question
of that time. Hou. members will also find
the specch of the Hon. Dr. Taylor, who
pointed out the utter futility of what was
known as the C.D. Act. If they will read
the report to which I refer, which is prob-
ably to be found in the library, they will
find that with one exception every authority,
every medical superintendent of a prison or
asylum or hospital or other public institu-
tion in New South Wales, where the investi-
gation was carried on for perhaps two to two
and a-half years under the chairmanship of
Dr. Arthur, was absolutely opposed to similar
provisions. They can also take up the
volume—which I presume is also in the
library—I have one at home—which contains
the report of the Royal Commission presided
over by Lord Esher, which made investiga-
tions in England during about three years.
The results are appalling. As was pointed
out quite recently by Sir James Barrett

in Victoria, the number of poor dying
and blind children and the number
of deaths, the thousand and one hard-
ships and the suffering which follow

in the train of this dread «disease are
stupendous. In my opinion, probably more
has been done in Queensland than in any
other State, and I am sure that our health
officers are quite convinced of the mnecessity
of abolishing it. I know very well by obser-
vation and by reading reports such as those
of the surgeon-general of the German army
and of Dr. Fournier, who with his son spent
vears in studying this matter in France, and
by studying the report of the conference in
Italy, and other documents, that there 1is
sufficient evidence to convince any hon. mem-
ber who wishes to go into this matter seri-
ously that we did right. But I said years
ago, and I emphasise it now, that most
politicians, most members of churches and
church councils, treat this matter too gin-
gerly. At one time I was the only one in
this House who was game to stand up against
what was known as the C.D. Act, and I did
so in the old days as a result of my reading
and my observations in other parts of the
world. Al our mothers and wives and
daughters, all the respectable classes in the
community, are far safer now than when
that Act was in operation—I mean safer so
far as liability to arrest by the police is
concerned.

Hon. J. G. ApPEL: We have got something
to our credit then? We abolished it.

Mr. BARBER : We have, and T say that
in my opinion Queensland stands far ahead
of the other States in its efforts to deal
with this matter. I want to emphasise that
it has got to be dragged out into public
life and not treated like a sore toe. It is
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something that you would have to treat
roughly. I know that some hon. members
opposite have had a flying trip through
Tiurope and have come back to this country
and talk on these matters as though they
were experts on everything. They have a
lot to learn about this disease. 1 would
advise the hon. member for Enoggera who,
I presume, is interested in this matter, to
take up all the literature in the library and
devete the whole of the next recess to study-
ing that literature.

Mr. XKerr: I have read back over a period
of four years.

Mr. BARBER: 1 have been reading on
the matter covering a period of forty years.

Mr. Kerr: The hon. gentleman is out of
date.

Mr. BARBER: 1 was in the advance
guard. (Laughter.) The findings of the
different commissions have, to a very large
extent, been followed by the Health Depart-
ments in Australia, and as a result of the
chservations and inquiries held in other
parts of the world, considerable benefit has
resulted to the other States and to Queens-
land. I do impress upon hon. members that,
if we expect to get any results out of the
legislation affecting this menace, we must
not act too gingerly in handling 1t. I know
that some persons read ‘ Hansard,” and I
remember some years ago, when we were
going into this matter very seriously here,

met a late constituent of mine in the
strect in Bundaberg and she asked me a
cquestion. She said, she had been reading
* Hansard,” and she would like to ask me
a question. I requested her to proceed.
She said, ‘“ When you were discussing a
certain serious question in Parliament you
said that for several years you knew certain
things. How did you know?” (Laughter.)
T had to find an answer to that question, and
the answer was a ftruthful one. I pointed
cut they were some of the things that a
yvoung lad who goes to sea hears discussed
and that he obtains literature on those sub-
jects in different parts of the world. I am
very pleased to say that the lady was not
hurt with the reply. I appreciate the efforts
that have been made by the Commissioner
of Public Health to deal with the matter.
If anything more can be done by Parliament
—and more power should be given to the
Commissioner—then gction should be taken
immediately,

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy): There seems to
be a tendency on the part of hon. members
to treat this matter with some levity.
Venereal disease is one of the worst menaces
to our social life. Some hon. members per-
haps are of the opinion that, because of the
manner in which the disease 1is being
treated, it is not possible for them, under
the circumstances, to acquire the venereal
complaint, but the purest of our men and
the purest of our women may acquire the
venercal complaint without any fault of
their own. Some people are under the belief
that it is acquired merely by sexual inter-
course with unclean persons. That is not
so. I can quite understand the plea by the
hon. member for Burke to the Home Secre-
tary to control all these aboriginals who
are not already in a mission station. I have
scen  aboriginals camped on waterholes
that were being used for the water supply
of white families. Children have been play-
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ing vound those waterholes and aboriginals
in the last stage of the venereal complalm
bave been camped on those waterholes.

At 4.50 p.n..
The Cuamryax resumed the chair.
Mr. BRUCE: There is not the slightest

doubt that throughout the North and West
of Queensland ﬂlt‘ ravages of this complaint
can be seen by those w ho know its symptoms.
1t i3 a question that hits right at the root of
our social life, and every effort on the part
of the Government to combat it should be
encouraged. The maximum effort should be
oxercised by the Government. We hear much
tallk about efficiency. It is Imown that a
majority of the men in the navy are suffering
from venereal complaints, and 'IhQV were also
common during the last great war amongst the
soldiers. 1 suggest to “the Home Secretarg/
that the question of physical culture might
well be gone into as one of the greatest pre-
ventives of this particular discase. If the
vounz men of the State could be persuaded
to wo in for athletics and a proper course of
ph‘vslcal culiure, they would be preparing
their Yedies to resist these complaints, and
would be less likely to come in contact with
those who would contaminate them. The
question of diet is also an important considera-
tion in the cure of this disease. The method
of treatment by our recognised medical men,
perhaps, is not all that is to be desired. There
have been people who have shown fremen-
dous results by dieting. Tt is the business of
those in charge of the Department of Public
Health to make inquiries into every form of
trealment, so that evervthing possible can be
done to eradicate venereal complaints from
our midst. There is not the slightest doubt
that sane methods of prevention would save
thousands of pounds which the community are
spending to-day in an endeavour to find a
cure, and the result would improve the whole
of the people of the State both mentally and
physically. We know quite well that it is the
voung men and women who lack knowledge,
and who know nothing about these things,
who are first oont,umnated and strike right at
the taproot of the family. We should, there-
fore, create a desire on the part of the whole
of the people to eradicate the diseaso. T trust
that this question will be taken seriously, and
that no effort will be spared to eradicate,
stamp out, and prevent the spread of this
diseasc.
Question put and passed.

T OSPITALS.
Hox. M. J. KIRWAN (Brisbane):
t0 move—
‘“ That  £207,310 be
¢ Hospitals.” >’

Hon. members will see that there is a reduc-
tion in this vote as compared with last year
of £37960. This is due to the new system
of hospital districts which the Glovernment
are sceking to carry into effect, under which
it is hoped that each paltl(‘ulal district will
be responsible for the upkeep and maintenance
of its own hospital.

I beg

granted for

T know the matter has aroused some dis-
cussion, but I would ask hon. members to
have patience in order that the system may
have & thorough trial. Those hon. members
who have gone into the question will, I think,
recognise this essential fact. Altbough there
may be a difference of opinion regarding the
method of financing hospitals, there % a
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uniform acceptance of the principle of district
hospitals. Some hon. members may think
that it is not fair to expect local authorities
to.advance 40 per cent. of the upkeep of
hospitals while the Government contribute
the remaining 60 per cent. Some hon. mem-
bers may think some other method of finance
should be adopted. Personally, I am_in-
clined to believe that it is the ‘best method,
and I think, if it is given a fair {rial, it

will  be gc‘nelully accepted throughout
Queensland.
Ths HOME SECRETARY (Ilon. J.

Stopford, I ount Morgan): At an . earlier
stage of the debate on thesec Estimates the
hon. member for Wynnum brought up a
question reforring to the Golden Casket,”
on which he was seol\mg information, and I
promised that I would make inquiries. The
hon. gentleman stated that a certain incident
had occcurred resulting in the dismissal of
some of the “ Golden “Casket V' staff. From
the information received by the hon. gentle-
man he inferred that something had gone
wrong and had led to these dismissals. T
stated that T would bring the matter up on
this vote. I do not wish to imply that dis-
honesty has taken place. Since the matter
was brought before me I have interviewed
the members of the Golden Casket”
Commniittee. and they acknowledge that two
members of the staff have been dismissed.
They state that errors occurred—not in the
drawing of the ¢ Casket”—everything in
connection with the drawing of the Casket
was quite in order——

Mr. RoBerts: That is what he said.

The HOME SECRETARY : And the news-
papers had published correct results of the
drawing. It was discovered that the true
reason of the dismissal was carelessness. It
may have been thlough lack of chechmq
Mistakes were made in copying certain prizes
from the official sheet of the drawing to the
published results. This was discovered early,
and could not possibly continue. The news-

papers immediately published the correct
results
Mr. Roserts: That would hardly be suffi-

cient cause for the dismissal of the two men.

Mr. KeLso: Did these men take advantage
of that mistake to their own advantage?

The HOME SECRETARY: Oh, no.
Naturally the committee made the fullest
investigations, and, while they could find
nothing to mdscate dishonesty on the part
of the employees, they still considered that
such carelessness should not be allowed to

continue; consequently those employees were
dismissed.
(6 p.m.]

Mr. FarmeiL:. That was pretty severe on

them, was it not?

Mr. Roserts : That is a very severe penalty
to inflict on a man for making a mistalke.

The HOME SECRETARY: The com-
mittee had not sufficient evidence to show
that there was dishonesty, but they dismissed
the officials. They have a system now
whereby they say that such an occurrence
cannot happen again.

In introducing this vote the Assistant
Home Secretary “made the statement that the
decreased vote was due to the passing of the
Hospitals Act. The reduction is reaﬂy due
to the fact that previous to this year the

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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upkeep of the Brisbane Hospital was a
charge on the whole of the State of Queens-
land.

Mr. ROBERTS :
is altered.

The HOME SECRETARY: TUnder the
present systéem the metropolitan people will
be compelled to shoulder a portion of the cost
of looking after the sick in this district.
Another contributing factor to_the lowering
of the vote is that under the Hospitals Act
hospital officials are compelled to give an
estimate of their expenditure for the year,
before the year starts, based upon the expen-
diture of the previous year and on their
requirements for the coming year. This gives
ihe Home Office an opportunlty of checklng
extravagance, and, while it does not in any
way limit the efficiency of the services ren-
dered, it keeps the vote within reasonable
bounds of what should be required. Every
item of expenditurc is anticipated and sub-
mitted for approval, and the result is that
we are asking for a lesser sum than was
previously necessary to carry on this impor-
tant service. The Brisbane Hospital last
vear cost somewhere in the vicinity of
£30,000 more than the State will be asked
to provide this year.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): The
hon. member for Wynnum was very anxious
to get a statement from the Home Secretary
with regard to the dismissal of two officials
connected with the ‘Golden Casket.”” He
sat here for a couple of hours waiting to
hear the statement of the Home Secretary,
but then he was forced to leave. The state-
ment furnished by the hon. member for
Wynnum does not altogether agree with the
statement of the Minister. If the statement
made by the Minister is correct, then I take
this opportunity of saving that the persons
responsible dealt somewhat harshly with those
two clerks, if they merely made a mistake.

The Houme SecrETARY: I said there was no
evidence of dishonesty.

Mr. ROBERTS: If it was that there was
merely a mistake in the transmission of
figures from the sheet of foolscap to the
official record, then it was harsh treatment
1o mete out to those two men, to deprive
them of the means of earning their liveli-
hood, The information given to the hon.
member for Wynnum was this: Because of
the published list, persons possessed of cer-
tain tickets made application for the prize
money, and were told that they were not
entitled to any, and it was on ploductlon of
the official list, when an inquiry was being
made, that this statement was made. That
appears {o me to be something different to
what the Home Secretary has Just said. If
the men were dismissed for making a clerical
error, then it is not right.

The Hoxe Skcrerary: I did not say that.

Mr. ROBERTS : Is there any truth in the
statement that the persons purchasmg the
tickets made application for the prize money
as revealed in the published numbers, and
they were told that there was no money
coming to them, as the numbers were not
correct ?

The Houme Secrerary: That is correct. If
yvou will allow me, I will just explain.

Mr. ROBERTS: Thank you.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Morgan): That is how
the error was discovered. A person went

[Hon. J. Stopford
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to the ‘ Casket” office and stated that his
ticket had drawn a certain prize. He was
told that his was not a winning number;
but later on it was found that the holder
of that ticket was entitled to a prize, The
committee then investigated the matter and
discovered that there had been an error in
checking the numbers—mnot in the drawing,
but in conveying the numbers from the
official list which was made when the draw-
ing took place to the published result of the
drawing. There was not sufficient evidence
available to level any charge of dishonesty
against the officers. The Committee would
have been unwise to take any other course
than to prosecute officers who are found to
be guilty of dishonesty, and they assured me
that, if any attempt at dishonesty is de-
tected, the offender will be prosecuted, but
they cannot continue to employ men who
are guilty of such carelessness.

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): 1
want to say, in the absence of the hon.
member for Wynnum, that, if the statement
made by the Home Secretary is correct,
these two individuals have been harshly
dealt with.

The HoME SECRETARY: Not so far as the
working of the ¢ Golden Casket’” is con-
rerned. They were sacked for carelessness,
let me tell you.

Mr. ROBERTS: Errors similar to those
mentioned by the Home Secretary .frequently
occur in_connection with business. It was
just a mistake in a figure apparently, where
there are hundreds of figures involved. I
do not know what the percentage is in this
case,

Hon. M. J. Kiewan : There are 813 prizes.

Mr. ROBERTS: If there are 813 sets of
figures to be copied, one error made i
them would not, in my opinion," justify the
action that has been taken. I do not want
10 bolster up these persons; I am only put-
ting this forward in the absence of the hon.
member for Wynnum, who made the state-
ment. 1 cannot imagine that, under the
tircumstances, there is not something behind.
If there is no other complaint against these
two men, I am of opinion that the Govern-
went have dealt very harshly with them.

I am very pleased to hear the statement
made by the Home Secretary in reference to
the £50,000 odd that was provided last year
for the Brisbane Hospital. What I want
to know is from what source the amount of
money that is being provided for hospitals
under the Hospitals Act is to be derived?
Am I right in assuming that it is intended
n the item of £184,100 which is set down in
this vote? Last year there was £174.100 pro-
vided. Do I understand that that is the
amount from which the contributions under
the Hospitals Act are paid?

The HoME SECRETARY: Yes.

Mr. ROBERTS: If that is so, we can
see that the Government, by the passage of
the Hospitals Act, have made a very good
deal so far as the reduction of expenditure
is concerned,

The Houme SECRETARY : That does not affect
the position. The £2 to £1 endowment
still goes on.

Mr. ROBERTS: I admit that, but that
is only in cases where the Hospitals Act
does not apply

The HouE SECRETARY : Under the Hospitals
Act the endowment is £60 to £40C.
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Mr. ROBERTS: I see what you mean.
The local authorities provide the £40, and
on the total vote the Government are being
relieved to that extent?

The HoME SECRETARY : Yes.

Mr. ROBERTS: Whilst I do not agree
with the Minister as to the manner in which
the money is raised, I have no doubt that
the hospital management will be conducted
satisfactorily. I think they have already
found money to do necessary work, which
otherwise they would not have had, so that
in some respects it is satisfactory. = At the
same time. I want it to be understood that
T totally disagree with the method by which
this taxation is raised.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (4lbert): Whilst I do
not propose to deal with the question raised
by the Minister, yet I have no hesitation in
saying that the method of raising this taxa-
tion is absolutely unjust, because the amount
which is being contributed by the people is
being levied upon one section of the com-
munity, and one section only. The Minister
said that he trusted that every district, by
the means now afforded under the Hospitals
Act, would be able to have its own hospital;
but we find that that is not the case. A
district which has made certain provision to
maintain its own hospital is not going to
be allowed to have it. ’

The Howr Spcmerary: You are referring
to Southport?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Yes. The whole of
their contributions, raised by local taxation,
will apparently be centralised in Brisbane.

The Home Secrerary: That is so.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Southport is the
«centre suggested by the whole of that south-
east area as the most suitable place for a
hospital. They raised the necessary funds,
and they were in a position t0 make
application to the Government, and did make
such application, for endowment to enable
them to carry out the scheme; but the matter
was_simply held back further and postponed
until the present Hospitals Act became law,
and now, after all the money has been col-
lected by the people of the district in which
the hospital was to be situated—after they
have provided the funds and the ground
site, which was approved of by the Govern-
ment health officer-—they are told that they
are not to have a hospital at all. When
the Hospitals Bill was before the House I
pointed out what the possible effects would
be, and exactly as I prophesied, so it is.
It is simply more centralisation. Why was
Southport selected as the centre of the south-
east distriet? Probably some of the mem-
bers know that the south-eastern corner of
Queensland is mountainous and hilly, and
that numerous small settlements have taken
place here and there. As I pointed out
when the Bill was being considered, a patient
might have to travel 10 or 15 miles and
then be carried 4 or 5 miles by carriers to
the ambulance. What will happen now?
These unfortunate people—small settlers who
have gone away up into the mountainous
parts of the State—will have to be carried
by vehicle and then by ambulance to South-
port railway station or Nerang railway
station or some other station, and then,
instead of being taken to an up-to-date
hospital in Southport, they will be trans-
ported by rail 50 or 60 miles to Brisbane.
They will be taken out of the train, put in
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the ambulance, and taken 4 or 5 miles from
the Melbourne-street station to the Bowen
Bridge Hospital. What will be the effect
of that upon a patient? The small selectors
who go into our mountainous districts and
settle there have to suffer all this incon-
venience because the Hospital Board say,
“We believe in the policy of centralisation,
and all the funds that you collect in your
South Coast district are not to be spent
where they should be spent for the benefit of
the sufferers, but your patients are going to
be carted away to the central hospital in Bris-
bane.” Any medical man will tell you, Mr
Pollock, and I dare say you know yourself,
what will be the effect of this transhipment on
an unfortunate patient who may be in a very
serious condition indeed, or who is suffering
from some serious accident. When the legis-
lation was introduced I protested on behalf
of the small selectors—not alone in my own
clectorate but of the State of Queensland—-
who have to contribute to the funds of this
great central hospital in the city of Bris-
bane, and who are to be deprived of their
local institution; and in a certain percentage
of cases lives, which might be saved if the
hospital was established in the centre decided
upon, will be lost. I protest again on behalf
of those men, especially after they contri-
buted and did all that was required of them
fo put them in a position to get their own
hospital. 1 know that the Home Secretary
is not responsible for the position, and I am
not in any way criti¢gising him in that con-
nection, but I want to point out to the
Committee and the electors of the State
what this policy of centralisation means.
The Assistant Minister stated that the effect
of the legislation would be that every dis-
trict would be able to have a decent hospital.
I want to point out that that is not so.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: It will enable them
to have the necessary hospital accommoda-
tion that is required. That is the point.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The point is that T
protest against the centralising of everything
in Brisbane.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan: Why did they not
build a hospital at Southport years ago?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: So far as T can see,
everything is centralised in Brisbane, and if
there was ever a Queen-street Government, it
is the present Government. {Government
laughter.) I object to this centralisation,
more especially when the people showed their
willingness to subscribe the necessary funds to
have a hospital where it would suit them and
where it would be of some benefit to them.
No! Their health is to be disregarded because
of the policy of centralisation, which is to
build up a great central hospital in the City
of Brisbane. Their sufferings are to be put
on one side! They have done all that was
required of them. I call upon hon. membess
opposite to protest with me against a policy
which is going to endanger the lives of the
small selectors and settlers who go into the
country districts of our State and assist so
materially in its development. Again I
repeat, they put their hands in their pockets
and provided the necessary funds for a hospi-
tal. They bought the necessary ground, which
was approved. They decided in that district
where the hos)ital should be. The whole
matter was postponed month after month,
month after month, until the Hospitals Act
beeame law and then they were simply told,
“You are rot going to have a hospital. By-

Hon. J. G Appel.]
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and-by you may have a roceiving ward.”
We wanted a hospital and we wanted it for
the reasons I have given

Mr. HaRTLEY : Why can’t you get one now?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Because the Hospital
Board say they will not give us one. The
money which is raised from a small section
of the community is to be expended in Bris
bane. That is what I protest against. The
residents of Southport and dlx,tll(,’t have done
cverything on their part that was necessary.

Mr. F. A. CoopEr: Where were your
patients previously treated?

_ Hox. J. G. APPEL: They were treated
in private hospitals at Southport, or were
taken to the General Hospital in Brisbane.

Mr. . A. CoopEr: They will still have to
be dragged over those rough roads.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Yes. The movement
to provide funds for the erection of a hos-
pital at Southport was brought about
Lecause #0 many persons pasﬁed away in
consequence of the delay and shaking about
that they received in being transported to
the railway and then to the General Hos-
pital.  Sometimes a delay of seven, eight,
and nine hours took place before a patient
received effective treatment. The sick are to
continue to he penalised under the new
system.

Mr. HsrTLEY : Why cannot Southport be
declared an area for a hospital?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Because Southport
is included in the South Coast hospital dis-
trict,

The FloME SECRETARY : The first application
that the South {Coast Hospital Board
received¢ for the erection of a hospital at
Southport arrived to-day.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: An application was
lodged in the Home Office two years ago for
the - necessary endowment to 1)1ocoed with the
erection of the hospital. It is no good the
hon. gentleman trying to side-track “it. The
hon. gentleman krows that officcrs of the
Home Department have said that it was
owing to the application for the crection of
a hosplfal at Southport that the Hospitals
- Bill was introduced into this House last
gession.

The HoME Sgerersry: I have not the
slightest doubt hut that sufficient facilities
will be provided to meet the requirements of
your district.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: This policy of cen-
tralisation has been the means of lives being
lost, and will deprive settlers of the moun-
tainous country in the south-east corner of
Queensland of that prompt attention in the
care of sickness which they would receive if
a hospital was established at Southport. I
would like to know from the ¥Home Sceretary
what is to be done with the fund that has
been collected at Sourhport?

The Howe SEcRETARY: When you were in
the Home Office vou charged the Depart-
monf of Public Works with the delay. The

fome Department has donc everything that
is necessary.

At 5.25 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN leit the chair, reported
rrogress, and asked leave to sit again.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.
[Hon. J. G. Appel.





