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Govemment Loan Bill. [2 SEPTE1\1BER.] Questions. IH3 

TUESDAY, 2 SEPTEMBER, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Be1·tram, Maree) 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
CLERICAL STAFF OF MAIN RoADS BoARD 

Al\D BASIC WAGE. 

1\Ir. KTIRR 1Enoguua) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" 1. Is the clerical staff of the Main 
Roads Board subject to the Public Ser­
Yire Regulations? 

"2. Is he aware that the basi~ wage 
is not adhered to in this Government 
Department? 

" 3. \Vill he issue instructions for this 
to be done, and n1ake such payment 
retrospective?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. vY. McCormack, Cairns) replied-

" 1. :!'\o. 
" 2. Bae.ic wage is adhered to except 

in one in"tance by inadvertence. 
" 3. Provision has been made on the 

Estimates for rectification of the anomaly, 
which -.vi!! be made retrospective." 

PRm!OTION AND TRANSFER TO CAIRNS OF 
POLICE OFFICER O'HARA. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggcra) asked the Homo 
Secretary-

,, 1. Is it correct that a police officer 
n;~med O'Hara has been promoted or is 
about to be Jlromoted to the rank of 
inspector and transferred to Cairns' 

"2. Seeing that Sub-Inspectors Thomp­
FOn. Campbell. Head. McCarth:v, and 
Dillon arf >enior to O'Hara, will he state 
the rcas0ns whv their claims ha,·e been 
ignored? " 
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" 3. Is it not true that O'Hara'.s pro­
motion and appointment to Cairns, as 
well as that of Detective O'Driscoll, are 
of a political nature, and have been 
carried out to asRist a certain candidate 
seeking selection in the Herbert Labour 
plebiscite to be held in October next?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
:Stopford. Jiount Jiorgan) replied-

" 1. This officer has not been promoted. 
His claim will receive consideration with 
other officers when vacancies occur. 

"2. See answer to No. 1. 
"3. See answer to No. 1." 

PRmwnoN oF DETECTIVE SERGEANT 
O'DRISCOLL. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Home 
Secretary- · 

" 1. A detective named O'Driscoll is 
reported to have been wcently promoted 
to the rank of sergeant. On what ground 
was that promotion made? 

" 2. \V as the promotion recommended 
to the Commissioner bv anv officer of 
the department? · · 

"3. \Vhat police service has O'Driscoll, 
and how long since he was previously 
promoted to the rank of detective acting 
sergeant? 

" 4. Is it not a fact that there are 
three or four detective acting sergeants 
who from points of seniority, experience, 
and suitabilitv are more entitlE'd to the 
promotion than O'Driscoll? 

" 5. Is it true that the Minister or his 
friends promoted O'Driscoll at this junc­
ture in order to avoid an appeal under 
the Police Amendment Bill now before 
the House? 

" 6. If not, will he grant the right of 
appeal to the aggrieved detectives against 
O'Driscoll's promotion?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stop ford. JJ aunt Jf organ) replied-

" 1. On grounds of efficiency and 
rncrit. 

"2. No. 
"3. Sworn in on 29th January, 1912; 

promoted to rank of detective acting 
sergeant 17th February, 1923. 

"4. (a) In seniority, yes; (b) in experi­
ence and suitability, no. 

"5. No. 
(I 6. 1\o." 

PAPER. 
The following paper was laid on the table 

und ordered to be printed :- ' 

Fourth Annual Report of the Public 
Service Commissioner. 

GOVERNMENT LOAN BILL. 
'l'HIRD READING. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore 
·Chillagoe): I beg to move- ' 

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

su:rPLY. 
RESU:l!PTIO!i OF COMMITTEE-FIRST ALLOTTED 

DAY. 
(Jir. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.) 

EXECUTIVE AliD LEGISLATIVE. 
HIS EXCELLE!iCY THE GOVERNOR. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe): I beg to move-

" That £3,500 be granted f.or 'His 
Excellency the Governor.' " 

Question put and passed. 

EXECUTIVE COU!iOIL. 
The PREMIER (Hon. B. G. Theodore, 

Chillagoe): I beg to move-
" That £110 be granted for 'Executive 

Council.''' 
Question put and passed. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
The PREMIBR (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

Chillagoe): I beg to move-
" That £22,712 be granted for ' Legis­

lative Ass·embly.' " 
Question put and passed. 

CHIEF .SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT. 
CHIEF OFFICE. 

The PREMIBR (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe): I beg to move-

" That £12,277 be granted for ' Premier 
and Chief Secretary's Department­
Chief Office.' " 

Mr. KERR (Enogrrera) : On the 14th of 
last month, in answer to a question which I 
put to the Premier, the hor1. gentleman had 
this to say-

" If the hon. member for Bnoggera 
will raise the question on the Estimates, 
I shall endeavour to furnish the informa­
tion he seeks." 

I think that this is the E•timate on which 
we might receive some information with 
regard to the Premier's recent mission to 
the old country, particularly in regard to 
the question which I asked-

" In view of the facts that the total 
Axpenditure on the tramway system to 
the date of acquisition by the Trust was 
£1,028,503 (see Appendix to the 'Brief 
History ' compiled by Messrs. Mac­
farlane and C. A. Murton), and the 
straight-out settlement being for the 
sum of £1,400,000--" 

The PREofiER : It would be more in order 
if the hon. member would raisfl the question 
on the Home Secretary's Estimates. 

Mr. KERR : I shall be quite satisfied to 
raise it on the Home Secretary's Bstimates, 
but we know that since the dav sittings came 
in it has been usual for only one Minister 
to be in the Chamber. 

The PREMIER: I can assure the hon. mem­
ber that the information will be given. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: The Minister will 
have to be here when his own Estimates 
are on. 

Mr. KBRR: The Home Secretary will be 
here, but not necessarily other Ministers. 
However, as the Premier has given that 
undertaking, I will raise the matter on the 
Home Secretary's Estimates. 
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While on this subject there is another 
matter that I desire to have a few words 
';'POll. It will be noticed that there is an 
Item in these Estimates of £5,000 for 
" Incidental and :Miscellaneous Expenses." 
For years I have raised the question as to 
why more detail is not given in regard to this 
incidental and miscellaneous expenditure. I 
have gone to iho trouble of looking up the 
Estimates of the various States of the Com­
monwealth, and I find that practically in 
no instance is Parliament asked to provide 
such a sum a- £5,000 without having full 
details of the expenditure shown. We realise 
that recently an accusation in a certain direc­
tion has been made-and possibly this par­
ticular item, " Incidental and :Miscellaneous 
Expenses," is the vote which is referred to­
about expenditure which it is alleged is not 
»uhject to the scrutiny of the Auditor-General. 
If the Premier desires to make a public 
·statement in regard to that accusation about 
the wa.y these funds have been utilised for 
improper purposes, there is now an oppor­
tunity to deny the statement, which has gone 
not only through Queensland but has 
appeared in most of the Southern papers. 
It is a pretty definite accusation when it 
i' said distinctly, on sworn statements pub­
lished in the Press, that certain funds of 
the Chief Secretary's Office have been utilised 
without being perused or checked by the 
Auditor-General. I think that the Premier 
might make some statement in regard to 
that. 

One of my complaints in regar-d to the 
Estimates generally is that we find huge 
sums of money~ammmts of £5,000 and run­
ning up in one Estimate to as much as 
£22,000 for " Incidentals." I think that, 
when the Premier is giving instructions 
for the Estimates to be submitted to Parlia­
ment, he should show more detail as to what 
is being- done. The Premi-er will sav that we 
can ask for information in regard to any 
items shown on the Estimates as we proceed; 
but if we get up every time " incidental " 
items are before the Committee, it will 
take up most of the time allowed by the 
Standing Orders to explain the items. In 
my opinion it would be a saving of time 
if we were provided with a more detailed 
schedule showing how the " Incidentals and 
:Miscellaneous Expenses " are made up. 

I hope that the Premier will take this 
cpportunity of explaining the accusation 
which was made in regard to certain remarks 
published in "Smith's Weekh." The public 
are demanding that the lion. gentleman 
-should make some statement to vindicate 
the honour of the State and also to vindicate 
th0 Auditor-General, who is a man appointed 
under. an Ac~ of Parliament and who ];Jrac~i­
·cally IS outside the scope of Parliament m 
regard to criticism to any great extent. I 
t~1ink. that the Premier should clear up the 
-situation. 

Whilst I am on my feet I want to have a 
word or two to say about the Commissioner 
of Prices. 

The PREMIER: On this Estimate? 

Mr. KERR: Yes. There is no other pro· 
vision. I think that of recent date the 
Premier has taken action to do away with 
the department of the Commissioner as a 
separate entity. It appeared on the Estimates 
as a separate entry year after year but 
to-day it is covered by the salary of one 
officer-the "Under Secretary and Commis­
Bioner of Prices." I venture to say that, 

although the Profiteering Prevention Act 
should be kept on the statute-book, some of 
its operations should be suspended. It is 
most ridiculous that the Commissioner should 
give authoritv for the issue of some two 
hundred or three hundred price lists and one 
hundred or two hundred other schedules to 
which he attaches his name, and which have 
thf' effect of rather giving protection to a 
profiteer than of carrying out the intention 
of Parliament. I venture to say that he is 
not in a position to subscribe his name to 
the prices of many hundreds of articles, 
which nevertheless he is doing. Under the 
scheme of a price-fixing authority the people 
of Queensland to-day are paying higher 
prices for their goods than if open competi­
tion were permitted. That is proved by the 
report of the Commissioner himself, in which 
he quote' the following opinion :-

" 'I'he tendencv a.ll over the world was 
for the principle of competition to dis­
appear." 

And it is disappearing in Queensland to-day. 
If you go into a printer'.s shop and ask for 
a quote for any work costing over £2, you 
will get your quote, but you cannot go to 
another printer in the same district and get 
a different quote. The printers have their 
association, and immediately you ask for a 
quote the printer rings up the association's 
office, with the result that every other printer 
in Brisbane follows the quotation which has 
been given. The simple explanation is that 
the employees demand that the employers 
shall charge certain prices for certain work, 
and then, when they go into the Arbitration 
Court, thev claim that the industry is of 
more than ·average prosperity and they 
demand higher wages. Between the two of 
them the Commissioner of Pric !S, who should. 
if necessary, be in a position to handle the 
affair, has no jurisdiction, and the result is 
that prices are kept up. That is just one 
typical instance of what goes Dn. This legis­
lation, in my opinion, has created large 
combines which arc in a position to fleece 
the producer and the consumer. The Com­
missioner ·in his report says-

" Similar attempts are now being made 
in America t.o dflal with combines acting 
in restraint of trade. Imprisonment ana 
fines are being inflicted on individuals 
and corporations for fixing prices, restrict­
ing output, and stifling competition." 

A grocery distributor for the whole of Queens­
land is ab~e to fix prices irrespective of 
competition, which, a.fter all is said and done, 
is the soul of trade and the one thing that 
will regulate prices, whether there be a 
Commissioner of Prices or not. You also 
have a fixation of prices of goods coming 
from the Southern States into Queensland. 
There is no border tariff. There is inter­
state free trade, or there is alleged to be 
interstate free trade. Sellers in the southern 
part of Australia fix their prices, and the 
Commissioner cannot operate. On the whole, 
there is a great restraint of trade. We 
acknowledge that there should be some legis­
lation to deal with people who are profiteer­
ing. 

It is neceseary to have it on the statute-book. 
but this Act is having a detrimental effect 
in Queensland because of the way it is being 
administered. I think it is having the Dppo­
sito effect to what was intended when it 
was passed through this Chamber. The ques­
tion of the cost of living is part and parcel 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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of those things which concern the Commis­
sioner of Prices. In comparison with the 
other States of Australia •·:here they have 
no l'rice Fixing Commissioner. and where 
price fixing does not operate to the same 
oxtent as in Queensland, aithough the other 
States have somewhat similar legislation on 
their statute-books, we find that in Queens­
land we do not occupy any outstanding 
position from the point of view of the cost 
of living. I have taken the purchasing 
power of the pound sterling for the JI.Iarch 
quartc•r, 1920, and the March quarter, 1924, 
affecting food and groceries, and I find that 
there has been a greater improvement in 
Brisbane than in anv State of the Common­
WPalth; but, if you' take the whole period 
of the Labour Government in Queensland, 
vou will find that there is a va<t difference 
In the other direction. While the cost of 
living mav be le•;s in Brisbane, the standard 
of liYing is lower in Queensland than in 
Victoria. 

The CHAIRMAK : Order ! 
1\fr. KERR: I know I am sailing pretty 

close to the wind. but it would not be fair 
to compel me to stop at his juncture. 

The CHAIRMA~ : Order ! 

Mr. KERR · There is a difference of 7d. 
in the pound in Queensland. But. if :•ou 
ta.ke every factor into consideration, you 
will find that, although there is a decrease 
in the <ost of living for the quarters that I 
have quoted-I quoted them to be quite fair 
-it will be found that since the Commis­
sioner of Prices has been in existence Queens­
land has derived no compensating benefit. 
vY e are in an entirely different position. 
From my per,onal business knowledge in 
coming in contact with these malters week 
after week I am of the opinion that this 
legislation buoys up various dealers. traders. 
and business people because certain prices 
are approved by the Commisioner of Prices 
and nothing can be said against them by 
the consumer. I am satisfied that the master 
printers do not want a Con11ni~sioner of 
Prices. They would prefer to hav·• tlw 
Commissioner of Prices completely wiped 
out :md be allowed to operate on fair grounds 
and on a competitive basis. As I said before, 
this legislation has a tendency to create com­
bines and compel emplovers to organise into 
af'sociations, ha vc a 'central office. and 
increase prices to the detriment of the 
general consumer. 'vV e know perfectly well 
that with competition and free trading 
between employers the employers will get a 
fair living. They will go out of business 
if thev do not. Common-sense and business 
instinct indicate to them that the·.- are there 
to make their fair ratio of profit. and they 
will do so if operating on sound business 
lines. The Commissioner of Prices should 
not be allowed to legalise unjust prices. and 
thus wipe out competition. thereb: enabling 
the employers concerned to have ono fixed 
price throughout the length and breadth of 
Queensland because of the fact that the Com­
missioner of Prices had fixed such and such 
a price. I hope the points that I have raised 
will receive favourable consideration. 

Mr. M ORGAN (Jfurilla): When this vote 
wao bcfone the Committee last vear it 
included an amount of £389 9s. 2d. "for the 
cost and despatch to London of 10,000 copies 
of "Smith's vVeekly" newspaper contain­
ing a special article on the Queensland cotton 
industry. \Ye have had it repeatedly statfAi 

fMr. Knrr. 

by Ministers that they are out to assist local 
industries and leave the monev of the State 
\Yithin the State wherever it is possible. 
" Smith's ·w cekly " is not suitable for that 
class of advertising. There seems to be 
,,ome special reason why it was selected for 
such purpow, and the Prc·11ier should inform 
hon. members why he selected " Smith':; 
\Y eekly " in preference to a paper circul at· 
ing in Queensland. He could have given the 
money to the " DailY Standard." That 
course certainly \Yould "ha.-e been preferable 
to spending such a large amount of money 
out of Queensland. The Premier, in reply­
ing recently to a question by the hon. member 
for Stau1,·_y as t-u what nnJount was paid or 
due by d1•· Unvernmenr in rn!Spett of lust 
financial year to " Smith's \Yeekly" news­
paper, said that the amount wa.s £171 16s. 
\Vhy has that amount been paid to that 
paper? The total amount that we ha.-e got 
figures for proyes that the amount paid to 
" Smith's \V cekly " during the last two years 
has been £560. Is "Smith's vVeeklY" so 
important a publication that £560 should be 
sent out of the State to subsidise it? The 
Premier should inform the Committee why 
he selected "Smith's \Vcekly" as a medium 
to spend so much of the taxpayers' money. 
Certain remarks ha.-e been made b" the 
" Australian Sean1en's Journal" V and 
reprinted in a dodger that has been circulated 
in Bri,bane that the Premier has been spend­
ing certain money with "Smith's vVeekly" 
for the purpose of advertising himself. The 
hon. gentleman should not remain dumb on 
this matter. Parliament should know the 
reasons for the expenditure of this money. 
The amount set aside for " Incidental and 
Miscellaneous Expenses " is £5,000, and I 
would like to know from the hon. gentleman 
if any money has been spent from that Yote 
in respect to "Smith's vVeekly." 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It would not take 
long to get the details. 

:Mr. M ORGAN: It would not. I am one 
of those who are out for information. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You mean YOU are out in 
your infor1nation. V 

!Hr. lH.\XWELL: The Government are out 
not to give the Committee the information. 

Mr. MORGAN: There should be no hesita­
tion on the part of Ministers controlling 
public funds to show to the last penny how 
a vote is expended. 

The PRE:\'IIER: Hon. members know that the 
details are given every tin1e a qup~tion is 
aok0d. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is so. but I \Yould 
like the hon. gentleman to give the Com­
mittee details in connection with this parti­
cular Yote. As -ho knows, certain criticisnl, 
of which he is the centre, has arisen ahont 
this matter, and there is no doubt that £560 
has been paid to "Smith's \Veekly" during 
the last two vears. That fact cannot be 
denied. I woi:dd also like the Premier to 
inform the Committee of the amount of 
travelling expenses allocated to himself for 
this year. He has giYen that information on 
the last two EstimateF. A motion has been 
carried unanimously bv Parliament for the 
tabling of a return' showing the expenses of 
each Minister. If the hon. gentleman intends 
to lay that return on the table, then there 
will be no necessity for him to give the 
details of his own expenses on this vote. 

The PHE)!IER : The table is being prepared, 
but it is not ready yet. 
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J'llr. MORGA~: Then it is the intention 
of the Government to supply that informa­
tion? 

The l'RE1f!ER : Yes. 

11r. MORG_\N: If that is so I do not 
wish to ask for the information' to be sup­
plied on eaeh departmental vote but I would 
like the P!emier to explai,', the largo 
expenditure m respect to "Smith's \Veekly ' 
ne.· ,paper and why local newspapers were 
deni<!d this privilege. 

The PRE:.\IIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore 
Chillayoe): Ko doubt the hon. member read 
a few days ago articles which some of the 
newspapers used when they saw the oppor­
tunity of launching a personal attack on 
myself. H_e appears to be harping on the 
satne question. Surely no rational or reason~ 
able percon believes the innuendoes contained 

in the attack on me that ha,J 
[18.38 a.m.] been made by those more or less 

scurrilous publi<"ations r.cferred 
to. A statement was published bv one 
:Mr. O'Sullivan, in whic.h he set out e~tt·acts 
f:·om what was alleged to be a sworn declara­
tiOn before a justice of the peace in regard 
to ::-on1e arrang0n1ent sa1d to have been 
made between O'Sullivan and the editor of 
"Smith's vVeekly." I cannot vouch for the 
t:uth of that statement, because the declara­
~wn refers to _the· details of transactions 
betwe~n ti_Ie ed1tor of ': Smith's ·w.eekly" 
and 0 Sulhvan. An allusron was made how­
ever. t? an arrangement between Mr. M~ckav 
the eclrtor of "Smith's \Veekl:;·," and mvseH 
wrth regard to some work that was t; be 
done on ~P;half Df Queensland in the natur" 
of a publicity campaign. 

There is some substratum of truth in that 
but the arrangement was not entirely as set 
f,orth by Mr. O'Sullivan. That is to say, I 
arc! have. an arrangement with l\fr. l\fackay 
of "Sll":rth's Weekly." for him to select ~ 
good officer to get particulars in connection 
With. Queer;sland and whose articles would be 
published m the South. Mr. O'Sullivan was 
engaged to do this work ir;t Queensland. but 

;no arrangement was made wrth Mr. O'Sullivan 
or a_nyone else to give me a personal " boost" 
or m any way to direct his publicitv to 
m:·self personally. The arrangement ·was 
that Mr. Mackay should select a man accus­
tomed to publicity writing, and that the 
QucDnsla_nd Government should assist m 
shouldermg the cost. 

S~1bsequently I got a wire from Mr. Mackay 
st:'tm~ that he did not think that Mr. 
0 Sullrvan was likelv to prove satisfactorv 
and I told 0' Snllivai1 that, pending a settle: 
ment. he "ould have to consider hims-elf 
Telicvocl of his duties. I heard nothing 
further from Mr. Mackay on the subject, 
nor ha_ve I had any further communica­
twn wr:h ~f~·· O'Sullivan. The .suggestion 
that :\Ir. 0 Sulhvan conveys by mnuendo­
that he was to be appointed in some kind of 
secret manner, and that his fees were to be 
taken from some secret fund-is entirely 
erroneous. Anyone who understands the 
manne.r in which public funds ar-e adminis­
trred m Queensland will give no credence to 
~uch a statemer;t. All public funds are sub­
Ject to the Audrtor-General's scrutinv. They 
are _entirely subject to the control of the 
Audrtor-General and his officers so far as 
examination is concerned. There is no secret 
~und from which payment may be made, nor 
IS t!1e_re a?y payment under Government 
admrmstrabon that cannot. be examined by 

the Auditor-General, or upon which informa­
tion cannot be sol.Jght and obtained by hon. 
members while the Estimates are under con­
sideration. Thi§ Committ-ee sits for the pur­
pose of enabling Ministers to supply any 
detailed information sought by hon. members. 

. While on this subject I might say that 
smce I have been in office as Chief Secretary 
no money has been paid for publicity of the 
kind that I \vas going to try out when I had 
O"Sullivan engaged. I refer to the writing­
up of Quoemland in Southern or any other 
journals. Heretofore there has been no 
expenditure of that kind, and none exists at 
pre3ent, because O'Sullivan "fell down" on 
the job. ·whatever publicity exists is usually 
done by adn>rtising, mostly through the 
Intelligence and Tourist Bureau. Occasion­
ally. as in the case cited bY the hon. member 
for Dlurilla, when a newspaper has the 
enterprise to write up any particular indus­
try, we take advantage of that publicity and 
purchase a number of copies of the paper. 
In this case. " Smith's \V<eeklv" went to 
considerable trouble to boost the "cotton indus­
try in Queensland. I think the article ran 
into fonr pages. and it was done entirely on 
their own initiative. "Smith's Weekly" 
made all arrangements and coll-ected 'all 
data, and the result was a very interesting 
one We thought it adyisable to buy 4,000 
or 5,000 copies and distribute them in Eng­
liunl. Nu nue t::af1 (:avil aL lhat. That Elort 
of thing happens occasionally. \Ve have pur­
chased special issues of the " Dailv M-ail " 
and sent them to England. There" is quite 
a big demand for publications of that kind 
in England. So long as there is a fair dis­
tribution, the cost of the purchase of the 
issue is well worth while. 

With regard to the details of the item 
£2.000 for " Raiiway Fares and Freights, 
Printing·. Stationery. etc .. " and £5,000 for 
" Incidental and Miscellaneous Expenses." 
which members will persist in regarding 
somewhat as a myster~-, as I ha . .ve already 
mentioned. detailed information as to these 
votes is ahrays given to hon. me1nbers who 
are curious enough to question them when 
the Estimates arc before the Committee. The 
items which go to make up the first amount 
of .£2.000 do not contain much in the way 
of mtercst to hon. members. The amount is 
made up as follows:-

Government Printer-Printing reports, 
Acto. and stationerv-£622. 

State Stores-Purchas-e of stationery­
£42. 

Concessions to Allan \Vilkie, charged 
against the C:hief Recrctary's Depart­
ment by the Railway Department­
£216. 

It was consider0d that Mr. Allan vVilkie was 
doing a certain amount of educational work. 

Fares io blind men who were collecting 
on behalf of the Institution-£216. 

Freight on books sent to the countrv by 
the Bush Book Club-£157. " 

Bush ;\;"urses-£28. 
Fares, Captain \Vilkins's expedition-£86. 
Fares, Youn\2; Australian League-£32. 

This was for expenses in connection with the 
visit of a party of ~,·oung Australians from 
New South \Vales. 

Fares to sailors from visiting warships­
£87. 

Annual passes for Children's Hospital 
organ5scrs-£90. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 



518 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

There are sundry other items of very small 
significance. The amount voted last year 
was £1,500, and the amount expended £1,990. 

The amount voted last year· for " Incidental 
and Miscellaneous Expenses" was £5,500, and 
a snm of £5.120 was expended, which was 
made up in this way-

14th September to 15th October, travelling 
expenses of Premier and party 
(Cairns. Innisfail, Chillagoe, and 
Townsville)-£213. 

::'\fovember last ?ar, Visit of Premier to 
Stanthorpc-£10 19s. 

Visit of l\Ir. vi. N. Gillies. while Acting 
Premier, to Toowoomba, Northern 
New South Wales, Sydney, eto.­
£161. 

New motor car for His Excdlency the 
Governor-£700. 

;\1otor car hire-£866 (which includes 
£100 17s. 6d. for visitors). 

i\laryborough Grammar School, grant to 
provide increased accommodation­
£500. 

Mount Morgan School of Arts-£200. 
Blair Athol, Loan to erect a hall-£200. 
Chillagoe smelters, Relief to suffers from 

fire-£112. 

The school of arts at Mount Morgan was 
burnt down, the hall at Blair Athol was 
destroyed by a cyclone, and there was a 
serious fire at Chillagoe. 

Funeral, Sir Pope Cooper-£78. 
Expenses, Innisfail celebration-£50. 
Gratuities-£50. 
Ingham Royal Commission-£181. 
Petty cash, postages, telegrams (approxi­

mate)-£300. 
Refreshments-£220. 
Visit of Victorian Parliamentary Dele­

gation-£156. 
C. Smith, watchman, " Lucinda "-£98. 
Fare, Archie Day, pianist-£33. 

That item may require a little explanation. 
Archie Day is a Queensland youth who won 
a Trinity College scholarship worth £100 
annually and tenable for three years in Lon­
don. His parents were unable to finance the 
boy's passage, and the State paid for two 
third-class pass,enger fares to London for the 
boy and his father. Archie Day has com­
pleted his cour'e and obtained a fellowship 
at Trinity College. (Hear, hear!) He desired 
to return to Queensland, and his return pas­
sage cost £33. There. were allowances to 
Mr. J. Matthieu, a blind man, and to Mrs. 
Nash. the widow of the discoverer of Gympie, 
of £52 each. There are a number of small 
items, amounting to £746, for wages of tem­
porary m<•,sengers, overtime payments, books 
and papers, including the Colonial Office 
list, English parliamentary papers, charges 
in connection with workers' insurance com­
pensation, New South Wales Government 
fares to live pass holders, contribution to 
Premiers' Conference expenses, £20 : relief 
to a deserving case in Stanthorpe, £22; 
steamer fares, railway fares. stationery, and 
a grant to the Petrie Memorial Fund. That 
makes up the full total of expenditure last 
year. Refei·ence has been made to my own 
travelling expen&es incurred within the State 
-£213 15s. 10d. In addition to that, the 
Chief Secretarv's office had to incur the 
expenses of my visit to England this year, 

[Hon. E. G. l'heodore. 

the total cost of which was £3,334 6s. 9d.r 
made up as follows:-

Hotel expenses ... 
Wireless cables, postages, etc. 
Motor hire ... 
Cartage, porterage, etc. 
Railway fares 
Head tax, U.S.A. 

That applies to the whole of the 
party-

Miscellaneous expenses 
Advances to Premier ... 
Allowances to-

G. L. Beal ... £190 2 0 
Mr. Beal, the Under S'ecretary to 

the Treasury, accompanied me-
F. J. Dodsworth £176 10 0 

a total of 
Steamer fares to 

London £928 10 0 
Less refund on ac-

count of Cana-
dian portion 86 0 8 

The explanation. of that being that 
the Canadian Government were 
good enough to give us free pas­
eage ov"r the Canadian railways-

Railway refr€shment-rooms 
(hampers) 

Passport fees 
Motor-car hire in Sydney 
Steamer fares to 

Brisbane from 
England £553 0 0 

Less refund on ac­
count untravelled 
part of journey 
(Mdl:x un,e to 
Brisbane) 16 0 0 

Motor hire in England and 
elsewhere 

Railway fares to and from 
Holy head 

£ s. d. 
646 8 5 

62 5 3 
42 13 4 
53 19 2 
21 19 10 
7 0 0 

15 18 3 
586 0 o, 

367 12 {). 

842 9 4 

5 3 10 
1 0 8 
6 1 0 

537 0 (} 

137 8 0 

1 10 4 

Total £3,334 6 9 

That may a.ppear a large amount, but it is 
impossible for a Premier to travel at less 
cost under the circumstances in which I was 
travelling, accompanied by my wife and two 
officers and in view of the very high steamer 
fares which prevail between here and Eng­
land, especially on the American route. The· 
fares and expens,,s are m_uch more reasor.'ab~e 
on the direct route vra Suez, but rt Js 
impossible to manage a tour of that kind, 
which lasted for six months, on a smaller 
bill than that. I can assure hon. members 
that there was no extravagance in England 
indulged in by the party. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley) who wa& 
received with Opposition cheers. said: I am 
pleased to be back again in this Chamber 
after my absence from Queensland. I JU't 
want to say a few words in reference to some 
remarks made by the Premier in regard to 
the "Smith's Weekly" episode. I, person­
ally, have no desire to refer to unpleasant 
matters which have been raised by those who 
on some occasions are not prepared to dis­
close their identity. Reference has been made· 
to the sworn affidavit of the gentleman whose 
name has been mentioned, making all kinds 
of innuendoes aoo suggestions regarding the· 
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Premier. A great deal of secrecy has been 
shown in reference to the matter. vVe are 
told that an affidavit has been sent to Lon­
don for protection and all that sort of thing 
-at least, that is the story that is going 
round-and it is quite time that the matter 
was cleared up. I presume that the Premier 
this morning has laid all his cards on the 
table, and, if that is so, we should make 
every effort to see that this story is stifled, 
because it is not exactly pleasant. The 
atmosphere in England at this stage with 
regard to Queensland is particularly happy. 
The Premier, assisted by others whom I do 
not intend to name just now, was imbued 
with a desire to put Queensland on its feet, 
and he has succeeded in leaving a very 
pleasant impression at home. The part which 
he played was pai·ticularly favourable, and 
the steps. which he took and the reasonable 
arrangements arrived at were in my judg­
ment unquestionably the right ones. I am 
pleased to say that, because I have read the 
speeches that have been made in this House 
on this subject. The feeling in England with 
regard to Queensland is, " J\' ow that you 
have acknowledged that you have no desire 
to repudiate contracts and are prepared to 
make some reasonable concession to those 
that have been affected, we arc prepared to 
forget all about it." I make this brief 
reference to the matter in view of the fact 
that such an excell<>nt atmosphere prevails 
and that Queensland's credit has once more 
been re-established in England, and because, 
if affidavits such as arc rekrred to and similar 
unpleasant documents are floa.ting round with 
reference to the head of the Government and 
his character, it is the duty of everybody to 
do what he can to remove the impression. 
I hope that due publicity will be given to 
this debate and that the Premier's statement 
will receive due weight. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Question put and passed. 

AGENT-GENERAL FOR THE STATE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe): I beg to move-

" That £11,995 be granted for ' Agent-
General for the State.'" 

Hon. members will see that there is an 
increase of £1,050 in this vote. There is an 
increase in the salary of the Agent-General 
from £1,250 to £1,500. Hon. members who 
know anything about it will be aware that 
housin~ and the cost of living generally. are 
very high in London, and it is thought only 
fair that this increase should be given. The 
salary now provided is little enough to enable 
the officer who is carrying out the function 
of Ageni-G<>neral to maintain the office in a 
proper manner. There is an increase also 
in the vote for " Rent, Printing, Stationerv, 
and Incidentals " from £5,400 to £6,000. 
Last year we spent £6,894, but it is thought 
that this year £6,000 will be sufficient. 

Mr. MOORE (.'iubignp): I do not think 
the Premier has given us as much informa­
tion about the Agent-General's office as w<> 
arc entitled to get. If the Agent-General is 
competent and is prepared to ea rry ont his 
work properly, then he can be of very great 
advantage to the State. Considering the 
authoritative statements that have been made 
since the late Agent-General came back as 
to the uselessness of the post and as to the 
recommendation which he made to the Pre­
mier for its abolition, it appears rather 

wonderful to see an increase in salary now. 
That is an item that I take exception to. 
This Government appointed Mr. Fihelly as 
Agent-General at what was considered an 
adequate salary, and sent him home to rep_re­
eent the State. vVithout askmg permiSSlOn 
of any sort, he simply leaves his post at the 
VE'rY time it is considered he should ha vs­
been there to assist the Premier. Mr. Fihelly 
made the statement that if the Premier· 
pleaded with him he would not go bil;ck 
with him. I cannot imagine the Premier 
pleading with Mr. Fihelly in ~ew York to· 
go back to Loudon and help him. Evidently 
:VIr. Fihelly suggested ihat therP was such 
a possibility, and said that even if that did 
occur he would decline to go back. Mr. 
Fihellv then made an absurd statement about 
Moses having ten commandments, President 
\Yihon having 0leven points. and he havmg 
three children. That was a. most extraordi­
liary excuse for an Agent-General to make 
when leaving his post in such an extr::­
ordinarv wav. It seems to me that thi' 
billet is' being made a sort of stepping stone 
to o-et inconYenient members of Parliament 
outof the way. It is an absurdity to appoint 
a man to a position and for him to leave 
the post at an inopportune time withont 
a~king for an;-' permission and say, as ML 
Fihelly ha" stated-

" I was fed up with the job. That is 
all. There was too littlll to do. and too 
long to do it in. The job was a sinecure 
and overrun with graft." 

He comes back to Queensland, but does not 
make any report to this Parliament as Agent­
General. When he is asked when he intends 
to make rhat r,eport, he says that he is 
making the report to Cabinet. It is usual 
for a man who has been appointed Agent­
General for the State to report on his return 
on the activities he was engaged in when 
occupying that position. ·we havE' a report 
from the Acting Agent-General. Mr .• 1. "f. 
Dillon. That is an interesting report in Its 
way. but anybody could have got the same 
information from books on statistics. There 
is nothing in it that the Agent-General ought 
to give to the Parliament of the State. There 
is nothing about investigations into market­
ing. vY" simply gc't the bald statement of 
how much meat, butter, and cheese has .been 
handled. and what was the state of the 
markets twelve months ago. That is of very 
little benefit to this State. We want an 
Agent-General who is going to give some 
assistance. If, as Mr. Fihelly says, aftm· 
practi<"'~lly two years' experience in the office, 
that thE' position should be abolished, that 
there is too little to do and too long to do 
ir in, and that it is the home of "graft," then 
vcrv serious consideration should have been 
given by this Chamber before any ·fresh 
appointment was made. Instead of that, we 
haYe an appointment made as soon as the 
Premier ,,rrives in Queensland. That appoint­
ment was made in the face of the definite 
statement b:v the late occupant of the office. 
\Ye have far too much expenditure in connec­
tion wi!h these appointments. Nir. Hunter 
was appointed in 1919, but h, was not able­
through ill-health or otherwise-to occupy 
the officp for his full term; but when Mr. 
Hnnter returned to Queensland he looked 
perfectly capable of being able to fulfil the 
Agent-General's duties (o the satisfaction of 
the State. His expenses in going to England 
amounted to £2.413, and Mr. Fihelly's 
expenecs amounted to £1,726. The return 
of Mr. Hunter entailed the cost of £494. 

M1· . .Moore.] 



.520 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

\Ye have the expenses incnrred by the return 
of :\1r. Fihellv to come vet. In connection 
with th" appointment of Mr. Hunter there 
i.; an item of expenditure amounting to £121 
for a banquet and a band. All that P'<:­

traneous expenditure should not be a burden 
ou the State. The most important point is 
that 1;-e sent a man who was ··upposed to be 
a man snitable for the position. and he comes 
back and makes the definite> shltement that 
the position is a. sinecure, overrun with 
" graft," and should be abolished. and before 
that statement is considered and befoi·e anv 
report is received from him as to the reasons 
why he considers the office should be 
abolished-we merely ha,·e newspaper reports 
·on 1hat matter-another appointment is 
made. 

The Agent-General is an officer of the 
State, and is appointed to represent this 
·state in England. We are entitled to get a 
report of his doings there and some reasons 
why he recommends certain things to be 
done. \Ye are not supposed to find out from 
reports and letters writt·en to the newspapers 
what we1·e his reasons for his statement 
that another Agent-General should not be 
appointe.d. \Vhen such an appointment is 
made, it is the right of hon. members to 
receive a report as to what the retiring 
Agent-General considers should be done in 
the light of his experience, and whether a. 
business man should be appointed to look 
after the welfare of the State instead of 
leaving it to an official who has been in the 
office; in London for a number of years. I 
admit that the report of this official is inter­
esting enough, but the expenses attached to 
the office are great, and the Committee and 
the taxpavers are entitled to greater con­
sideration' from such officers than they have 
been receiving. I do not suppose that anv 
other officer would be allowed to throw up 
his position in the manner that the last 
occupant of that office did. The expens·es of 
the late Agent-General were paid until he 
reached Queensland• again. The Committee 
should know the reason whv he should sud­
denly throw up his job in siich a wav and at 
such an inopportune time. He ha' gi,·en 
some absurd reasons for his action in return­
ing to the State, but no authoritative state­
ment has been made by the Government. 
Hon. members are left entire!:~ to newspaper 
reports as to the reasons which indnced him 
to throw up his job. It is due to hon. mem­
bers that a fuller statement on the matter 
should be _made by the Premier, who might 
also explam why another Agent-General WJS 

appointed at a higher salary in the face of 
the definite statement made by the late o"cu­
pant that such an appointment was unnece··­
eary. 

cr:he PREMIER (Hon. E. G. 'l'heodore, 
Ch,llar;oe) : . I can say no more in regard to 
the relmqmshment of the office of Agent­
General by Mr. F1helly than I have alreadv 
said on the matter. I met Mr. Fihellv in 
New York on my wav to England as he .. was 
returning to Australia. He told me just 
what has been published in the Press as to 
his reasons-that he had left the office and 
resigned purely on personal and private 
grounds. I did not go into those reasons 
~ilih~. ' 

Hon. \V. H. BARKES: Did vou not know 
previously that he was retiring? 

The PREMIER: I received a cable at Van­
·couvcr saying that Mr. Fihelly had resigned 

f./Vlr. lJiom·e .. 

his position, and later I received a cable 
from Mr. Fihelly himself advising that he 
would meet me in New York. He told me 
there that for private reasons he had decided 
to resign, and asked me to get the Govern­
ment to accept his resignation. 

;'Ill'. CLAYTON: Did he draw his salary up 
to the time he returned to Queensland 1 

The PREMIER: Mr. Fihelly did not go 
into his reasons, as he told me they were 
pri,-ate and personal; it would have been 
impertinent for me to have gone into those 
reasons. I take it that they were personal, 
otherwise .he would not have resigned. It is 

true that we paid Mr. Fihelly's 
[11 a.m.] expenses back to Queensland, as 

it is usual to pay the expenses of 
the Agent-General to London, and when his 
term of office expires, to pay his return 
expenses. I could not see an:v reason to depart 
from the usual practice and to decline to pay 
Mr. Fihelly's exp<mses. \Vhatever criticism 
may be levelled against Mr. Fihelly from one 
source and another, I always found :Wr. 
Fihelly to be a capable officer. I always 
found that during his term of office he was 
quite capable and supplied whatever infor­
mation was required of ,him. 

It is true that 1\Ir. Fihelly told me when 
he saw me in New York that he intended 
to make certain recommendations in regard 
to the office, based upon his two years' 
occupancy of the position. He intimated 
that he would advocate the abolition of the 
office of .Agent-General, and he mailed from 
Panama a report which I received in Lon­
don. That rpport briefly set out \Yhat he 
thought ou~Iht to be done with regard to 
th€ ·~\gent-Generalship. He thought that 
du,-in/2' recent years the value of the office 
had declined, that it should be abolished. 
end that Queensland should be content to 
take un quarters in Australia House. Ho 
a rh ocated that Queensland should be repre­
sented by some minor officer-perhaps, a 
commissioner-who would look after the 
interests of thP Sta.tP. In certain circum­
shnces that advice might be good. Had we. 
unhappily. not been able to adjust our 
financial business in London it would have 
meant that our future external financing 
would have to bB adjusted on other than 
the London market. In such circumstances 
it would have been fooJi,.h for the Queens­
land Government to continue the upkeep of 
the establi,hment of an Agent-General in 
London. In such circumstances the value of 
the oflice would ha,-e been minimi,ed. and 
there would have been no justification for its 
maintenance. The circumstances have been 
changed by the recent arrangements in Lon­
don. \\'e still have vast interests in London 
of a commercial and trade nature. also ('on­
sidewble financial business in England. The 
AgPnt-Gencral is an important functionary 
whik we arc financing in London and doing 
business in England. He can be of consider­
able advantage to Queensland when we are 
doing business in connection with land settle­
ment proposals and other matters of that 
kind. He is an officer on the spot, who can 
discuss matters with Imperial Ministers 
officiallv and who can speak and act authori­
tatively in negotiations with the bankers and 
brokers of the Government in England. 

Mr. KEr.So: Did Mr. Fihelly give anv 
assi·,tance in that direction? 

The PREMIER: So far as I am aware. 
i\Ir. Fihel!y gave whatever assistance was 
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·asked of him during his two years' occupancy 
of the position in London. During those two 
years, of course, we did not enjoy our pre­
sent position in London. I think the hon. 
member for Xundah is uncharitable in making 
such suggestions. I am not making such a 
suggestion. I found Mr. Fihelly most atten­
iive to his duties, and I suppose I am the 
Minieter best able to know, because I was 
in constant communication with him. 

It is true that Mr. FihellY has made some 
·criticisms since he came back but it must be 
borne in mind that he is speaking in the 
capacity of a private citizen and not with 
the authority of an officer holding a position. 
It is true that he remarked that the office is 
a sinecure, also that it was "overrun vvith 
graft," but I am sure that Mr. Fihelly did 
not speak discreetly or wisely when he made 
those comments. 

Mr. KELSO: You insinuate that he has 
slipped since he came back? 

The PHE:YIIER : I do not wish to take 
oany responsibility for Mr. Fihelly's state­
ments since he resigned his office. I am 
quite willing to accept responsibility for his 
actions during his period of office. It must 
be remembered that he is now speaking as a 
private citizen. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: And it may be from 
knowledge gained while Agent-General. 

The PREMIER: It may be. All I know 
is that there is no justification whatever for 
<uggesting that the oHice of Agent-General 
for Queensland is either " overrun with 
graft" or in any way subject to "graft." 
Mr. Fihelly's remarks mav have been 
intended to apply generally-not merely to 
the Agent-General's Office of Queensland-! 
can only speak for Queensland. I would not 
be impertinent enough to offer any such infor­
mation in regard to the Agent-Generalship 
of any of the other Sta tcs. So fa-r as 
Queensland is concerned, there is no justifi­
cation for the suggestion that " graft " is in 
operation in any sense in connection with the 
<J!Iice of AgE'nt-General. The onlv wav in 
which the office of the Agent-General could 
be involved in a system of "graft "-that is 
.dUl·ing recent years-is through the per· 
formance by officers of their duties when 
passing material or produce on behalf of 
the Queensland Government. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: Have you any sus­
picion that commissions havo been offered? 

The PREMIER: I think there is no justi­
fication at a 11 for assuming there is any foun­
dation for the charge of " graft." If there 
were any shred of foundation in the charge, 
I would have heard something about it 
during the three months of my visit to Eng­
land. Normally, of course, the position of 
Agent-General involves association with 
great transactions, especially during loan 
negotiations. The recent conversion loan 
involved a sum of £12,700,000, and similar 
"transactions of the past have involved very 
large sums. If people ar·e scoundrels and 
are deliberately dishonest, there is possibly 
room for dishonesty, but that applies to every 
position of trust, either within or without 
the State. 

Mr. KERR: Mr. Fihellv was verv much 
hurt that you went hon!o at all, \vas he 
not? 

The PREMIER: I have no knowledge of 
<that. I am sure that the suggestion of 
" g1 aft " in regard to the Agent-General's 

OHice was made without the slightest war­
rant, and I think that applies not only to 
:Mr. Fihellv's term but to the terms of 
previous Agents-General. 

Hon. \V. I-I. BARNES: \Ye are face to face 
with the fact of it having been made by the 
previous occupant of the position. 

The PREMIER: I am sure that it •s 
entirely without justification. 

:Mr. }fAXWELL (Too1conq): I wish to be 
quite candid about the matter. I did not 
quite follow the Premier's remarks in con­
nection with Mr. Fihelly. As a private 
citizen :\Ir. Fihelly would be perfectly 
justified in expressing the opinion. if hF had 
such information, that the office of the 
Agent-General was full of " gTaft." 

The PRE:\llER: \V ill the hon. member uc.e 
the exact words? 

Mr. MAX\VELL: That tho office was " a 
sinecure oYerru n \vit h graft." It is an 
important matter, and I think it should be 
cleared up as much as possible. \\~hen a 
public official 1nakes a ~taten1ent :;;uch as has 
be0n Inade. I think that such opportunit:,· 
should be gi\on to him either to s•Jbc.tanti3tc' 
it or to rotract it. I asked the Premier the 
follmYing question on 7th July. 1922:-

" Will he lay upon the table of the 
House the papers clealing with the 
resignation, deflation, or otherwise. of 
the late Agent-General (Mr. Hunter), 
and the appointment of }lr. J. A. 
Fihelly as Ag·ent-General ?'' 

The Premier replied-
" It would not be advisable to table 

these papere, but questions relating 
thereto will be answered when the Agent­
General's Estimates are under considera­
tion by the LegislatiYe Assembly." 

}lr. Hunter was looked upon as a very excel­
lent man for Queensland in that position, 
and I would like some information this morn-

. ing as to whether :Mr. Hunter was removed 
or deflated-practically at a moment's notice 
-and 1\Ir. Fihelly appointed. I can quite 
understand the attitude taken up by Mr. 
Fihelly. Hon. members will remember that 
whC'n he was appointed it was said-I believe 
bv the Premier himself-that what we want 
in the position of Agent-Gener.al is a man 
who is au fait with the financial position of 
Queensland, because, when loans are to be 
renewed or arrangements made for new loans, 
who can better deal with the ouestion than 
a man who has occupied the Fosition of 
Treasurer in Queensland? Yet, in spite of 
that. as soon as it was necessary to renew a 
loan, we had the Premier and Treasurer, 
i\Ir. Theodore, going home immediately-I 
do not find fault with him for going home­
and I can quite understand Mr. Fihelly's 
attitude in that connection. I would like to 
know why Mr. Hunter-a man possessing 
ability-retired from that office. Mr. Hunter 
was a corr:mercial man, who had done 
good work for Queensland in approaching 
fmanrial magnates and had giYen ~OU1H"i 
advice as to legislation that was pacsed. 
\V e ought to know whether he was retired 
with a view to securing the position for Mr. 
Fihelly or not, and also whether Mr. Hunter 
was satisfied. :Many of us who moet Mr. 
Hunter in our daily walks in the city to-day 
must be impressed with his qualifications for 
continuing in that position. It is a great 

Mr. Maxwell.1 
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waste of public money that a man possessing 
all the qualifications that Mr. Hunter has 
should be brought back from the position of 
Agent-General and somebody else appointed 
to the position, and I would like to know 
from the Premier why a man possessing the 
qualifications that Mr. Hunter had was 
deflated and the late Treasurer appointed. 

On 30th August, 1922, the ·hon. member for 
Ox!oy, asked the Premier-

" 1. Can he give the House any infor­
mation in regard to the intentions of 
Mr. Fihelly in his capacity as Agent­
General for Queensland? 

'' 2. What expenditure did the State 
incur in regard to his appointment in 
the way of travelling expenses and allow­
ances? 

"3. In the event of Mr. Fihe!ly relin­
quishin~ his position, at whose expense 
will he return to Queensland? 

"4. Upon what terms and conditions 
was Mr. Hunter's appointment as Agent­
General terminated?" 

''The PREMIER replied-
1. His expressed intention was to do 

his best as Agent-General to advance 
the interests of Queensland. 

2. £1,063 9s. 7d. 
3. At State expense, if he holds office 

for the full period of his appointment. 
4. S'alary for the whole of February, 

1922, and expenses of him and family 
in returning to Queensland." 

According to the remarks of the Premier, 
Mr. Fihelly only occupied the position for 
two years, and, notwithstanding the answer 
given to the hon. member for Oxley in 1922, 
the StatA was put to the expense of bringing 
him back again and of sending another man 
overseas to take his place. I can quite under­
stand a man separated from his family 
desiring to come back to see them, but I 
object to the S'tate being compelled to pay 
the whole of his expenses on the trip back. 
I ''ant to protest against conducting the 
business of the State in such a slipshod 
manner. As soon as soffi{' individual mem­
ber of the party express<>s a wish for a 
certain position he gets it, and, irrespective 
of any arrangements that have bc•n made 
fm him to occupy that position for a certain 
period, he throws it up owing, as has been 
stated in the "Daily Standard," to the. 
environment not being too nice. If Mr.· 
Fihel!y. after occupving that position for two 
years, found that the office was " a sinecure 
overrun with graft," one of his functions un­
doubtedly was to have communicated imme­
diately with his chief with a view to having 
the mattE>r cleaned up. He has given, as the 
Premier stated, certain advice as to the 
desirability of abolishing the Agent-General's 
office. The " Standard " of 2nd FBbruary, 
1924, has this to say on the matter-

" But in England Mr. Fihelly has had 
time to consider the position, to study 
the chart, to calculate the swing-back of 
the tide, and to determine the exact 
moment for coming in on the crest of the 
breaker. It was unthinkable that he 
would .stay in England to see the whole 
term of the appointment through. The 
stodginess of the office would have been 
in itself unbearable for one of Mr. 
Fihelly's temperament. The whole cause 
and effect of everything he has touched 
has relation to temperament." 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

The,· were dealing with the aspirations of 
Mr." Fihe!ly for Federal advancement. I. 
have nothing to say about that, ·because If 
a man has no ambition he is not of much 
use to the State. I do not mind a man in 
that sort of position giving way to these 
temperamental fits. but I take very strong 
objection to the State having to pay his 
expenses after he has only been two ye<Lrs­
in the office. 

I was reading a short time ago the com­
ments that were made by Mr. Robert Joyce, 
who visited London, on the quE>stion of the 
handling of butter in Great Britain, and· 
it seems to me, in the face of the statements 
made by J\fr. Joyco-and he knows what he 
is talking about-that there is a necessity 
for the appointment of an expert or for some 
b< iter handling of that commodit)T. It seems 
to me the time has arrived when there should 
be a general overhaul of the Agent-General's 
office. There i8 an amount asked for each• 
vear fo1· that office. and the Premier con­
~iders that it is very neces·sary to have an 
Agent-General in London. I have read l\'fr. 
Dillon's report. and I have yet to come to· 
tho conclusion that under existing conditions 
the expenditm·,, is warranted. I remember 
on a former occasion when this vote was 
being discussed, the desirability of having 
Queensbnders sent home to man the office· 
was strP,sed. That is the proper attitude 
foT us to adopt. I am not saying anythm!f 
derogatory of the people overseas, but If 
anybody can give information as to th_e 
ch·,irability of having a certain clac .. s of Immi­
grants brought into Queensland, it is our 
own kith and kin. Mr. Dillon in his report 
deals \\ith the question of immigration, but 
we know full well that the attitude taken up· 
by the Government is not in favour. ?f 
immigration at all. E'omo of us have a vivid 
recollection of certain resolutions passed at 
a convention held in the Trades Hall in-
1921. One resolution that was passed on 
that occasion was that, when th<' unions 
decided the time was ripe for immigration, 
immigrants would be allowed to flow into 
this State. How are we going to lessen th_e. 
burden of taxation on the people If 
encouragement is not going to be given to· 
a desirable class of immigrants? I am not 
one who advocates the bringing into the 
community of an undesirable class of people· 
who will only be found standing at the street 
corners. I think arrangements should be 
made and every opportunity given to people 
to come here and bring fresh capital. I do 
not agree with w·hat was stated at a Labour 
meeting held in the South a few nights ago, 
wher" a woman moved that no ·domestics 
hA allowed as immigrants unless they had 
£400 each. 

In fa.ce of the evidence submitted, I would 
stress upon the Premier the desirability of 
bringing this office up to a proper standard_ 
\Ve have wonderful activities ana poten­
tialities in Queensland of which the people 
on the other side of the world know very 
little. It seems to me that the Agent­
General's office is not doing very much in, 
assisting to bring that position about. 
'What we want is the infusion of some new 
Queensland blood. 

Mr. COLLINS: That is what is the matter. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I find that there is an· 
additional item of £295 for a private secre· 
tary to the Agent-General. Perhaps the 
leader of the Government will be able to­
give some reason why this appointment has. 
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been necessary. I would ask the Premier to 
give every consideration to widening, if 
possible, the scope of the activities of the 
Agent-General's office. The new Agent­
General has got an increase of £250 in 
salary. I am not finding fault with that at 
all-I am one of those who believe that the 
workman is worthy of his hire. Men who 
leave this State to take positions in new 
spheres of activity are always going to do 
some wonderful things. I remember that 
Mr. Fihelly, when he went across, was going 
to do a wonderful amount of good in con­
nection with the office ; but he evidently got 
fed up with it after two years there, and 
came back here at the expense of the State. 
I certainly hope that opportunities will be 
given to Queenslandd's to get positions in 
tho office-that is, if it is the intention of 
the Government to continue this cffice. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I think that m 
dealing with the question of the late Agent­
General's retirement the Premier showed 
that generous spirit of charity which is some­
what characteristic of him, but from the 
information which we have gleaned. I think 
he dealt much too generously-in fact, much 
more generously than under similar circum­
stances Mr. Fihelly would hay' dealt with 
him. I do not think the occasion should be 
allowed to pass without comment I am 
quite sure the Gm-ernment have done· right 
in continuing the offico. I think there is 
great scope for a man of the right type in 
the office of Agent-Gen· ral, and that great 
adyantage" can be reaped to the State by 
having the right type of man in London 
looking afier the business of Queensland, 
par~icularly in regard to purchasing and 
selhng. 

Mr. KELSO: You mean a commercial man. 
Mr. HARTLEY: I mean a commercial 

man, and that is why we have appointed the 
present holder of the office. As regards Mr. 
Fihelly's statement, I think that it was very 
unfortunate that he resigned when he did; 
in fact, that the Government have been unfor­
tunate in their last two appointments. Mr. 
Hunter, the preYious Agent-General was a 
good man, and one whc would have given 
good service to the State as Agent-General 
if it had not been for the unfortunate break­
down in his health. It is no use hon. mem­
bers attempting to mislead the public outside 
by insinuations as to why we retired Mr. 
Hunter. It is well known amongst members 
and amongst Mr. Hunter's intimate circle of 
friends that he had a grave breakdown in 
health, and could not at that time. at anv 
rate, continue the office. It is quite apparen't 
that he has made a wonderful recoverv. That 
might give cred,~nce to the suggestion. that he 
was unfairly dealt with. Personally, I think 
there is nothing in that. Mr. Hunter could 
not at that time, on account of his health, haYe 
carried on the office, and it did not look as if 
the wonderful recovery he has made was at 
all likely then. · 

With regard to Mr. Fihelly, his action in 
retiring at the time that he did, and his sub­
sequent statement that the office was " over­
run with graft," was an abject admission of 
failure, if nothing else. If Mr. Fihelly was 
the man he was taken to be, he would have 
made the office more than a sinecure, because 
any man of vision and business ability should 
know intuitively the wonderful scope which 
is offered in the way of advising the State as 
to the best markets to buy in, the hest class 
of manufactures to buy, and to see that they 

are bought to the best advantage, and in 
advising as to the best method of organisa 
lion for sale and distribution of products in 
order to get the best return. That is one 
point I make in connection with Mr. Fihellv's 
retirement from the office of Agent-General­
that he simply admitted failure to handle the 
position. The second _point is his statement 
that the office is "overrun with graft." vVhat 
would ·a man with any r,egard for the welfare 
of the office and for the good name of this 
Parliament and the welfare of the State do 
in a similar position? In my opinion, it ·was 
his business to get straight down and clean 
the business up, and not to get out. That 1s 

what I would have done if I had been in the 
posihon. If I could not cope with it, I wou!d 
have intimately and in detail advised the 
Government of the position, and recom­
mended that a staff sufficient to clean the 
business up and bring to book the people 
who were responsible for the graft should be 
sent over-not come back, and aft·er he had 
landed here, put this slur on the office itself, 
and subsequently on this House, because. 
after all, I consider from the statement which 
has been made that the responsibility rests 
with this House to see whether there is 
any foundation for the statement. If there 
is. then the matter should be cleaned up 
quickly. Personally, I think thaL if the 
wrong class of official were in charge of an 
office like that of the Agent-General, it would 
present channels for graft. I can quite see 
t.hat in connection with the acceptance of 
co11tracts for the supply of requisites for the 
State there could be an opportunity gin;n 
for certain officials to earn commissions b,­
recommending certain firms. If that was 
the position, and Mr. Fihelly had any know­
ledge of it, his business was not to keep silent 
until he got here, but either to advise the 
Government or clean the thing up himself. I 
claim that his st>~tement of the position bears 
on its face ih own condemnation: it simply 
show; that there was very little in the matter. 
I hope the Premier will make the strongest 
representations to the new Agent-General to 
haYe a careful search made into the question, 
and that if there is any suspicion of graft. 
very direct and drastic methods will be taken 
to expose it. and to punish the people who 
arc guilty of it. 

I think that we might also have a state­
ment upon the question of immigation, which 
has been raised already, although I do not 
suppose that the vote .for the Agent-General's 

office is the main one on which 
[11.30 a.m.] to deal with it. My own 

opinion is that, until this State 
can show by the establishment of secondar~­
manufacturing industries that it is able to 
absorb immigrants, we shall be unwise in 
bringing them here. There are plenty of 
persons, natiYes of this State and of Aus­
tralia, who can adequately fill anv avenues 
of employment offering in the State, and 
until there is a much wider field we would 
be foolish in any way to attempt to induce 
other people to come here; and I want to 
say that the people who are coming here arc­
not the right class of people. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I would point 
out to the hon. member that he is not in 
order in discuHinl\' that question at this 
stage. On page 107 of the Estimates he \vill 
find the vote for "Immigration" under the 
head of "Trusts and Special Trusts." I was 
not aware of that fact when the hon. mem­
ber commenced his remarks on the subject. 

llfr. Hadley.1 
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:\Ir. HARTLF.Y: I wa' aware that that 
Yote "·as th<>re, but I wished just to refer to 
dw matter in a general way, and to say that 
be/ore anything is done in that connection 
we have to go much further than we have 
iu the way of making provision for immi­
grants. I wish also to say that. in my 
ouinion. all the departments of the State 
could buy better if they had extra officers in 
the A!!0nt-General's office for the purpose of 
"·i,-ing them advice. Particularly is that so 
in the case of the Railway Department. I 
do not know what the department buys 
thrcng·h the Agent-General's office, but I do 
know that in rnany cases it buys a \~ery big 
quantitY of goods1 and if it had an agent 
dealing. with the wholesale houses buying 
could h0 done much Letter than if it were 
done locally. After nll, the department 
simply buys locally from the Brisbane or 
Australian houses what thev have alreadv 
imported hPm England. · · 

The PRE3!IER: They do buy through the 
Agent-General\ office. 

:\Ir. HARTLEY: I am very glad to hear 
it. and I hope that the practice will Le con­
tinned. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I think 
that the et?temont which has been made bv 
the late A~ront-Goneral should not be passed 
over lig·hth. I have not the remotest idea 
\YhAther he ha.s quite correctly stated thP 
position. but the fact remains-and here I 
rlilfor hom some other hon. members-that 
Jhe cx-Ap;ent·Goneral has made a statement 
as a pri• ate individual which carries in the 
minds of the community a feeling that thoro 
is ,omething improper in conner:tion with 
tho office. I agree absolutelv with the last 
speaker that the late Agent-General did not 
do the right thing It was his dutv to probe 
tlw matter to the bottom and find out what 
W<"' t!,'oing on. I-Iowever, the fact rpmains 
that '' gentleman is living in our midst who 
says that "graft" has been procPedin~r. If 
Lis worrJ, mean 2nything, they mean that­
that someone. somewhere in connection with 
:;:omf' of thP transactions, has been receiving 
"grait.'' I take it that Parliament cannot 
sit. d ,wn quidlv to a statement like th:1t. 
The hDn. P:1embGr who has just f("3ume·-l his 
scat Las said that instruction ~hould he 
~iYf'n to the Agent-General to be particu­
larly cardnl. and I agree with him; but the 
statem ·nt which has boon made has heon 
madP by a man who, when he sat in this 
Chaml.wr, ''"as not regarded bv u;; a' lJ' ;ng 
one of its weakest member'. I i"ke it thaJ· 
hP was one of those \vho ahva\~"l t<1ok a Ycrv 
k0on nart in proceedings. I think the very 
fact that he was selected bv the Government 
as AgPnt General indicated that he was the 
mo;;t able man available for the busine'''· 
I take it that that was their view; if anv 
otlwr "'·ason actuated them. it should be 
made knoY.n to us. That gentleman comes 
baek. and says that things are not right. In 
th" fr.ce of that statement, does the Premier 
not think that the late Agent-General should 
be ask0d bv the Government to lay his cards 
nn the table' Surely, as a citizen of Queens­
land. he sloould be sufficiently interested in 
Qt,eensland to say: "I know these thing-. 
Here they are. Look into them and have 
tlwm adjusted." I say that that is a reason­
able stand for anv member to take in the 
Committee. · 

I do not believe that the office should be 
di,contimwrl. I think it is absolutely essen-

[.Mr. Hartley. 

);a! in tlw interests of the State that we 
should have an Agent-GPneral, and that he 
•hould be a commercial man. A great deal 
of buying is done in tho old country, and is 
it not necessarv to .have someone there able 
tn buy in the" hest interests of the State? 
Then there is the other side of the question. 
I hold in nn· hand the report of the Acting 
Agent-General, in which he says that last 
year Au.stralia supplied only 2 per cent. of 
the imports of eheE;-<e into the old country, 
and New Zealand 52 per cent. vVe could 
have eupplied that 52 per cent. If there is 
one thing Queensland wants more than any­
thin~ cl!'o, it is getting people into agricul­
tural pursuits. Quite recently-let me men­
tion it by way of illustration-a number of 
m pm hers of Parliament went to the Central 
district to Gee what is being done in the 
ciiroction of irrigation. Is there not a big 
opening fnr an Agent-General to soo whether 
•~e ~annat get more of the trade in che<'se, 
for insknce'? I am prepared to admit that 
fluctuation of prices may be the secret, but 
,urely Australia oug·ht to do better than 2 
per cent. Are there not two reasons why 
we want " live Agent-General-one that hc­
mav see that all purchases for Queensland 
arc' made in the verv best interests of the 
State, and the other" that he may further 
th J vital nooo,.sity for helping our indus­
tries? I <lm not blaming the Government, 
hut there i:-1 a scre\V loose somewhere, and 
'YO want sc'mebody in the old country who 
is alive to see that our interests are attended 
to. 

My Yiew this morning strongly is that ~he 
State requires an Agent-General. I thmk 
it would be a huge blunder to do away 
with that position. \Ve should have a live, 
capable man, ever looking after the interests 
of Queensland. I can quite understand that 
something may crop up to-day and something 
may crop up in two weeks' time-which you 
never expected to crop up-and the Agent­
General has to be cabled to and asked to 
look into the matter in the interests of 
Queensland. 

There is another matter that I desire to 
refer to. The Premier might suggest that 
it could be more conveniently dealt with on 
the Estimates in connection with the Trea­
sury, and, if he dcsire.; that, then that can 
be done so far as I am concerned. 'The 
Acting Agent-General makes some reference 
in his report to finance. He sa.vs-

" The available Government balances 
were employed on loan to the market 
through the medium of the Common­
wealth Bank of Australia during the 
vear under review, as provided in the 
agreement between the Government and 
that bank." 

He further says-
" Interest on these balances at the 

rate of 1& per cent. per annum was 
earned from the beginning of the year 
until 5th July, 1923, when, upon the 
hank rate being raised at that time from 
3 per cent. to 4 per cent., the interest 
rate was increased to 2~ per cent. pcor 
annum. at which it remained until the 
close of the year." 

I take it that, when the Go.-ernment Savings 
Bank arrangement was made, there was a 
contract with the Commonwealth Bank that 
all business was to be done through that 
bank. 

The PREMIER : All Go.-ernment business. 
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Holi. W. H. BARNES: It is freely 
rumoured-I do not say it is true-that, as 
a result of that arrangement, an amount of 
money has been lost by this State in Eng­
land. 'rhe Premier should toll us this morn­
ing what han: been the respective rates 
allowed on balance in the Bank of England 
and the Commonwealth Bank in England. 
How do they compar0 for the period men­
tioned? It woLtld strike me that the rate of 
only H per cent. per annum-I admit there 
is an increase to 2~ per cent. per annun1 for 
~nether period-is altogether out of propor­
tion to the value of money in the old 
countrv. I trust that the Premier will sec 
to it t'hat he gives us that information, and 
that he will explain why there has been 
such an apparent difference in the rate' of 
interest that have been allowed. 

I noV\ want to get down to what is a 
somewhat smaller matter in connection with 
this vote. The vote goes to show two thinga 
-onP. that the men who are getting good 
salaries have all got increase:-;, and, tw'o, 
that the storenH?n, messenger, and the typist, 
presumably find it easier than the others to 
live in the old country. They have received 
n.} increases at all, and I would like to 
know why that is the case? 

At 11.45 a.m., 
Mr. F. A. CoOPER (JJrcrner), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relie,-ed the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I am very glad 
that the office of Agent-General is under 
review. On previous occasions I have made 
reference to it, and have referred to the 
changes made in the occupant of the offic0. 
One appointment was a very unsatisfactory 
one. One of the appointees caused the 
State a consid('rable amount of unnecessary 
expenditure because of the fact that he did 
not carry out hio contract to the Govern­
ment, and we have been put to three lots of 
expense instead of one in transporting the 
officers together with those who accom­
panied them, to London and back. I have 
often wondered whether we were appointing 
the right class of person. Take the appoint­
ments that have been made, say, during the 
last ten years. Did those officers possess the 
necessary qualifications, and is it on account 
of the v, ant of qualifications that the office 
is falling into disrepute and has become a 
sinecure, as Mr. Fihelly describes it? When 
Mr. Hunter was appointed, we concluded 
that he would be more a general agent than 
an Agent-General. After the mysterious 
termination of his services Mr. Fihelly was 
appointed. He was a gentleman with no 
commercial experience at all. So far as I 
was able to learn, he had clerical experi­
ence and nothing more before entering 
politics. We follow that up by appointing 
another ex-J\iiniste1· whose commercial ex­
perience I understand is confined to the 
selling of toys. If he were heing sent as 
aJt Ambassador to Germany, I could quite 
understand it. 

Mr. VVn;sTANLEY: His c•xpcrience is far 
more extensive than the experience of the 
hon. member for Dalby. 

Mr. VOWLES :" Instead of having a com­
mercial man with the proper qualifications 
to fill the position, the off:ce. so far as I 
can gather, is becoming a dumping ground 
for discarded politicians. It seems to make 
a way out for some so as to let others in. 
That is the opinion that I formed from 
the appointment of 2\;fr. Hunter. There 

seemed to be a desire to get rid of him. 
There was undoubtedly a desire to 'J'et rid 
of Mr. Fihelly, and for the same reason 
Mr. Huxham has been pushed into the ,ame 
position and pushed out of politics evident!,· 
s<:> that others mav climb the ladder antl 
gain the vacated p.osition. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: Your Torv Government 
appointed Sir Horace Tozer. c \Yhat qu clifi­
cations had he? Ho was a solicitor. 

Mr. VOWLES: The late Sir Horacc> Tozer 
was appointed to the advantage of Queens­
land, and I would like the hon. gentleman 
to show bow the recent appointees ha ,-e 
h'en an advantage to Queensland. 
There was never any suggestion of 
graft going on during the occup,;.ncv of the 
position by the late Sir Horace Tmer. I 
regret that such a charge 'has been made 
in connection with the office, but it must be 
remembered that it is not the man in the 
street who is making it, but one in a posi­
tion to know. He was a recent occupant 
of the position, and a man who would have 
a better opportunity of knowing on account 
of the time that he had been in London 
than the Premier, who was more of a casual 
visitor to London. It is not o.s though 
Mr. Fihelly were an irresponsible perso!J. 
He, sa vs that the office is "overrun with 
graft.,; 

The PRE}JIER: \Vhat are the exact words 
that he used? 

Mr. VOWLES: I have not got the exact 
words. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: He did not sa,· that 
"the office was overrun with graft.'' c 

The PREMIER : I do not think he lbcd 
that phrase. I do not think he ,r,s referring 
to the staff of the Agent-General's office. 

Mr. VOWLES. He says, " It is overrun 
with graft." 'I'hat has only one meaning. 
It would be very hard to suggest that J\fr. 
Fihelly is irresponsible. 

The PREMIER: I would ask the hon. gentle­
man to read the whole of the report on that 
point. I do not think Mr. Fihellv is refer­
ring to the staff of the Agent-General's Office. 

Mr. VOWLES: 'I'he report says-
" .MR. FIHELLY WAS FED UP WITH THE JoB. 
" n!R. FIHELLY AND THE AGENCY-GEXERAL. 
" Mr. Fihelly shrugged his shoulders. 

'I was fed up with the job, that is all; 
there was too little to do, and too long 
to do it in. The job is a sinecure. It 
is overrun wit,h graft.' " 

The PREMIER: The inferenc-e during this 
debate has been that the staff is subject to 
graft, and suspicion has been cast on the 
staff. 

Mr. VOWLES: I suggest that there is a 
serious charge or insinuation made against 
the offi,c-e by the late occupant of the position. 
This should be inqqired into. It is not as 
if this statement has been made by a man 
'' ho h~ts got into bad odour with the Govern­
ment. He was the representative of the 
Government in London. Mr. Fih<::>llv made 
a declaration in the "Daily Mail" that the 
Prime Minister of Great Britain (::\1r. 
Ramsay MacDonald) offered him the Under 
Secretaryship to the Colonial Office, but he 
declined because he had to return to his 
childrPn. Here is a gentleman ,,ho was 
offered that position vacating his position 
in London, and we are supposed to believe 
that he is not a person who would give us 
the true facts so far as that case is concerned. 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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I would like also to refer to the salary of 
the Agent-General. I have often wondered 
whether the •,elections for that position are 
due to the paucity of the salary. These Esti­
mates provide for an increase in the salary 
from £1,250 to £1,500. The cost of living 
in London to a man who has to carry out the 
functions of that office must necessarily be 
much higher than it is in Queensland. I 
would like the Premier to inform the Com­
mittee whether the salary is Sl!bject to taxa­
tion on the English or the Australian basis. 

The PREMIER: The salary of the Agent­
General is not subject to income tax in 
England. 

~Ir. VOWLES: Is it subject to Australian 
taxation? 

The PRE~HER: No. 

Jl.lr. VOWLES: When we find a salary of 
£3,000 a year being offered in connection 
with commercial concerns in Queensland, it 
has often occurred to me whether we are 
catering for the right class of man in pro­
Yiding a salary of £1,250 for the Agent­
General. Some men would be worth consider­
ably less than £1,250, but if a man is 
required to do good business for Queensland, 
a much higher salary will have to be pro­
vided to enable the occupant to carry out 
the functions of the office. On every occa­
sion that reference is made to our primary 
products hon. members are told that a big 
drawback to increased production is in not 
having markets, and in not having floor 
>pace to display those products overseas. 
Hon. members realise that is so, and that 
Queensland is consequently suffering at the 
hands of her rivals. \Ve do not put the 
brains into advertising our goods that others 
do. If Queensland is going to get a proper 
return from the office of the Agent-General, 
then the occupant will have to go into places 
where he is supposed to go and do those 
things that have to be done by a man who 
looks after the business side of the job. To 
accomplish that end we should look around, 
not for political ,appointees but for an ex­
perienced commercial man with the nece'­
sary capacity to fill the position. I am not 
speaking against the present occupant of the 
office personally, for he is a man with whom 
I have never had a cross word and for whom 
I havG the greatest respect. If he has the 
c bility to discharge the functions of the office 
as they ought to be discharged, I shall be 
surprised and pleased. It is not the indi­
vidual in the office that I am criticising, but 
the principle. It is regrettable that it should 
have been l' political appointment, and that 
the office should be a dumping-ground for 
politicians who have been discarded. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is a very unfair state­
ment to make. 

::\h. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): When I 
was acro&s the water I came in very close 
contact with the Agent-G·eneral's Office, and 
I naturally formed varying opinions regard­
ing its ef!iciency, and I have no hesitation 
in giving the Committee those impressions. 
From a social point of view there is no 
question that the office is most useful to 
Yisitors who go from Australia to England. 
There is no question that the officials lav 
themselves out to make the visitors' stav a 
pleasant one. From a business point· of 
view I formed the opinion that the office was 
almost a sinecure, and in that regard I must 
endorse the remarks that have be,cn made 
by the late Agent-General. It seems to me 

[ j]l[ r. Vowles. 

that, so long as the practice prevails of 
recruiting the Agent-General from politi­
cians, we shall never get the efficiency that 
we are looking for. The politician looks too 
much for public favour and public expression 
of opinion instead of doing the hard and 
rough things that ought to be done by a man 
in that job who looks after the business of 
the S'ta te. There is no doubt that since this 
Government came into power the offi.ce of 
the Agent-General has been looked upon as 
a dumping-ground for politicians who have 
outlived their usefulness, or whom the 
Government wish to get out of the way. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is not correct. That 
statement might apply to your own party. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : That is the impres­
sion that has been formed, with the result 
that the general opinion prevails that the 
office, by reason of the political appointees 
who have recently occupied the position, 
has outlived its usefulness to a very large 
extent. I do not say that Queensland is the 
only offender in that reg·ard. My remarks 
are simply confined to the efficiency. of tJ:e 
office. The Government have done wisely m 
raising the emoll!ments of the Agent­
General. As the Premier has pointed out, 
living and travelling in England is most 
e'<pensive. Just in passing, it is pleasing to 
find that the cost of living in Queensland, 
generally speaking and with very few excep­
tions, is much cheaper than it is in England 
to-day. 

The PRE:.VIIER: Hear, hear! 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I am pleased to 

come back to conditions which make me feel 
that, when I chose Queensland as the land 
of my adoption, I made no mistake. I do 
not say that all that should have been done 
has been done during the last nine years, 
but hon. members on this side of the Cham­
ber will greatly improve them when the 
opportunity occurs. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: You are the first 
optimist we have heard on that side. 

Mr. ELPHINBTONE : When one comes 
back to the sunshine of Queens:and he can­
not help being an optimist. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The great need in 
regard to the Agent-General's office is to 
make products from Queensland available and 
popular. The whole trouble in England 
to-day-and it to a v·ery large ext<>nt affects 
immigration-is that Queemland is not getting 
a fair deal in the marketing of her products~ 
I say that most emphatically. The whole 
identity of our products is lost in London. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: 'T'hat is so in regard 
to butte1·. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: And in regard to 
everything els'. There is no business control 
of our products. The broker, middleman, or 
agent who is handling our products in London 
has not tbe sentimental interest in Australia 
which the consumer has. and which he would 
exercise if he ha·d the opportunity of getting 
onr products. Time and time again I was 
asked where were the products of this State, 
and if one ventured into the various retail 
shops, he would find tho identity of Aus­
tralian products lost. The Wembley Exhibi­
tion has been a wonderful advertisement to 
Australia, and has made the name of Aus­
tralia better known in Great Britain than 
ever before During the debate on prefer­
ence in the House of Gammons, Australia was 
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on practically every speaker's lips, and we.s 
more prominently mentioned than any other 
Dominion. The popularity of Australia in 
England, as a result of these matters, is right 
at its zenith. 

Thifr. FaLEY: Does that cut any ice m 
business? 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE : I am trying to 
make suggestions as to wherein and by what 
means wo may take advantage of the present 
favourable position. If we continue to market 
·our products in England through an Agent­
·General, or through any office that is not 

capable of doing justice to our 
[12 noon] products, or through the existing 

brokers or mediums at present in 
practice, then the identity of our goods is lost. 
and the consumer ·at home, whose heart and 
sympathy li{S with this great Bominion, wi!J 
have no opportunity of purchasing our pro­
ducts. 

The question arises: How is the position 
to be altered? Without any hesitation, I say 
that it should be altered by taking our 
,products right to the homes of the people; 
by establishing s·quences of shops in Great 
Britain and efficiently administering· those 
•shops. 

Mr. HARTLEY : Look out ! You arc getting 
·on to State enterprises. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: If the hon. member 
has any ·doubt in that regard, I say that if 
the scheme is going to be interfered with by 
politicians or the Government, it is going to 
.be abortive. My suggestion is that producers 
should look after their own business on the 
·other side, and I do hope that if anything is 
done, the Government and politicians will be 
kept absolutely out of the scheme. Once they 
havp, anything to do with it efficiency will 
-absolutely go. In making that statement I am 
not referring in particular to any party. I do 
not believe that Governments or prof:•csional 
politicians arc capable of running successful 
businesses. 

Just imagine for on-! moment, if you can, 
thB centre of Manchester whore, within a 
radius of 15 miles, there must be 9,000,000 or 
10,000,000 people. That is a place where 
·d:•pression reigns supreme; where the climatic 
·conditions are so depressing that one's out­
look becomes pessimistic. Hordps of people 
arc in that area eking out a living. They are 
<:listrc•sf- cl because of the great depressior, 
existing in regard to the cotton manufacturing 
industry. 

I venture to say that, if that were tak-:n 
as a centre, and a sequence of Australian shops 
were ·established in those cities where the 
people are congregated in such numbers, the 
turnover in such shops would be very sur­
prising. I mak9 bold to say that if those 
shops were to ·take the spirit and atmos­
phere of Australia into those areas, if they 
were brightly decorated, properly prepar:·d 
and conducted, they would be a remarkable 
success. Again, if those shops took upon 
themselves the saJe of Australian products 
generally-not confining themselves to meat, 
because I think that would be a great mis­
take-an extraordinarily profitable marlc·t­
.ing of our products would soon follow. 

I think the outlook with things as they are 
is very oppressive. On the other side one 
hPars frequent complaints about Australian 
commodities. To me it -does not seem that 
those c.omplaints are ventilated in the manne" 
·they should be. If we had a s?quence of 

distributing centres, we could get into direct 
contact with the con··umer himself, and by 
mi'ans of the ('•mtrol which would be estab­
lish d, could attend to the complaints of the 
consun1er \vhen they arDsP. By f'fficiE'nt 
handling of the problem we could take 
advantage of an encouraging demand in the 
old country, and so give our produc ~,rs here 
that op;Jortunity which is -.o so,·oly needed, 
and at a. prof1table pric". At the same time 
we would carry the word " Australia " right 
into the centre of those· millions of people, 
who at the prei·ent time are prepared to 
re,.cine Austr'1lian products. If the Empire 
Exhibition has done nothing else, it has 
certainly given the people of England an 
opportunity of becoming fully acquainted with 
this great continent. 

From time to time one was asked the 
question why we persist in maintaining a 
" White Australia" and keeping our popu­
lation so low. Invariably my reply was­
and I suppose> that of the Premier was 
similar-that we. have fixed ideals, and that 
sooner or later the overcrowded section of 
the British Empire settled in Great Britain 
will find it necessary to seek other lands. 
For that purpose Australia is being kept 
"' white," so that we may make room for this 
extra population, which sooner or later must 
find its way here. 

It is no good our building upon that 
ideal unless we find some wlution with 
reference to the marketing of our products. 
Those products are keenly desired by the 
people on the other side. Instead of build­
ing upon a policy of preference a,nd impos­
ing upon the worker .of England a greater 
cost of living than he at present bears, we 
should do something more in keeping with 
the dignity of t·his countrv. We should 
devote ourselves to the successful and profit­
able marketing of our goods. 

During a debate on preference in the 
House of Commons, reference was made to 
the fact that it would be more in keeping 
with the dignity of Australia if we found 
markets for our products instead of asking 
the people of England to subject themselves 
to a preference tariff. Such a tariff means 
that the cost of food consumption to the 
worker of England is increased. At present 
the worker of England is bearing as many 
burdens as he can reasonably be expected to 
boar. I therefore urge all fhosc who are 
iutorested in this marketing problem, which 
has a very direct bearing on the destinies 
of this country at the present moment, to 
consider these remarks seriouslv. I venture 
to say that the money at pre;ent spent . on 
brokerages and commissions might be very 
much more profitably spent in having our 
products passed direct to the consumer, with­
out going through the uninterf",ted middle­
man. The object of the middleman. of 
course, is purely business. Ho should be 
avoided, and the product' taken direct to 
the consumer, whose mind is at the present 
moment concentrated upon Australia. He 
looks uron this continent as a very import­
ant part of the British Empire, and is ready 
to take our goods. 

At present the identity of our goods is 
submerged. If you go into a grocer's or a. 
butcher's shop, or anywhere else, and ask 
for Australian goods, you cannot discover 
th<'m except in a few isolated cases. If 
those goods were properly and attractively 
handled and marketed, i.heir 'Australian 
idC>ntity could be forced upon the consumer. 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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Mr. HARTLEY : \Yhy do not you do it? 
That has I•othing to do with this Govern­
E1Pnt. Get your priYate enterprise com­
panies to put the products up like that. 

l\lr. ELPHIXSTONE: I am making these 
statPments as the outcome of com·ictions 
which have been impressed upon me during 
my visit home. If the hon. member thinks 
that we, v:ho are supposed to be the leaders 
of thought in this State of Queensland, can­
not assist with advice in carrying out what­
ever may be in the interests of our State, 
then I think it is a sorry position. Person· 
allv, I think we can improve the position. 
It 'is not a party question, but one in which 
all parties are greatly interested. I maintain 
that these suggestions are worthy of con­
sideration. 

I sincere!,· hope that :\Jr. Huxham will 
make a success of the venture he has under­
taken. There are certain things in the 
Agent-General's office which undoubtedly 
require attention. Complaints w,ere made 
that recommendations "ere sent from 
London to the Government as to what should 
be clone to remedy certain defects in pro­
ducts which are sent oyer for ncarketing, 
,ne! it was stated that those complaints h,cve 
been pigeon-holed and have never seen tho 
light of da)'. I heard things in thP Agent· 
General's offic0 which a visiting member 
of Parliament is quite entitled to hear. It 
is just as much the duty of the Opposition to 
line! out the,oe things as it is the duty of the 
Govt:rnn1ent to do so. 

The PRE1IIER: Visiting members of Par­
liament have no trouble in getting informa· 
tion. 

:Jir. ELPIII:'\STO)JE: Certainly not; I 
aclmir that. I merely say that I am per­
fe.c; ly jusiifwd in making this reference to 
tlw Agent-General's office. Personally, I 
found the officers at all times courteous and 
obliging. This is one particular illustration 
that \vas rriYen to Inc. So1ne fe,v rnonths 
tJgo-perha'p~ years ago-the dehydration of 
pineappJe·s \Yas a deYeloplnent which son1e 
looked upon as being so promising as to 
relieYe the glut of pineapples at c0rtain 
+imes of the year. A sample of dehydrated 
pineapples was sent to the Agent-General's 
office to test the market. This particular 
sample arrived in a most unattractive con­
dition, was wrapped up in bits of paper, and 
, • as so unprc,sentable and so full of weeYils 
when it arrived there that the Agent­
General's office could do little. if anvthing, 
v. ith it. They then advised the resp.onsible 
officers at this end-whether thev \vcre Go­
vernment or other,vise I cannOt sa v~and 
further t'amples were sent over in glass jars. 
These were w improperly nackecl that, when 
the glass jars arrived, the bulk of them 
were smashed to smither~ens. That shows a 
"hocking conception of w \at is necessary. If 
: ou are going to a6certain the market possi­
bilities of your Queensland products in Great 
Britain. you muet present your samples in 
snch a way that they \vill look attractive. 

The PRE~l!ER: The hon. member lmowo 
that these clehy·clratecl pineapples wore not 
packed by the GoYernment. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTOXE : I am not making 
any charge ag·ainst the Government; I do 
not know who packed them. I am making 
these general statements so that those who 
-~,,· rre rcsnonsib1e may take advantage of the 
information now put before them. I again 
repe:1t that there are great possibilities for 
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our products in England and in Great 
Britain generally. The fault that thev are 
not taken greater :J.clvantage of lie' with us, 
and not ,,-ith the con,umer in England. 
\Yhether we propose to take advantage of 
this remains to be seen. I am eertainly of 
opinion that time would be well spent in 
advocating so111E: systen1 whereby 1..ve cou]d 
carry our Queensland and Australian pro­
ducts nearer to the home of the consumer 
in Great Briiain than we do at the present 
time. 

The PREYIIER (lion. E. G. Theoclore" 
Chillagoe): I want to reply now to ono or 
two points that have been raised by mem­
bn o of the Opposition. ·with further refer­
"""" to the statement made by }fr. Fiholly, 
and referred to bv the, hon. member for 
Dalby and other hon. members, that ·'graft" 
is rampant in the Agent-General's office, I 
think it is due from me, in justification of 
the staff of the Agent-General, to say that I 
do ~Cot think :VIr. Fihellv intended the infer­
encE\ to be drawn that his remarks were 
ir,i encled to reflect on the staff of the Agent­
Gf•neral's office. Of couro,c. I have no 
grounds for saying 1vhat is thC correct infer­
ence- to be dra,vn from bioS rc1narks. I only 
know what was stated here and what I have 
seen in the paper m,·self in regard to 'his 
charge. :\Jr. Fihelly has not fmnishecl any 
report to the Government dealing with the 
I, att;-,r. nor in any corrc:;;pondcnC'e that he 
has had with the Go\·emment has he sug· 
u;e',Jtcd that irnproper practices are indulged 
in in the Agent-General's office. and my own 
interpretation of his charge, judging from 
tlw context of the statement, is that he 
meant that the position of Agent-General in 
London-not only the Queensland Agent­
General-the posii ion of Agent-General in 
London as it at present exists for the six 
States-is one -which is "overrun with graft.''" 
Ii is not a charge ag·ainst the officers of the 
A!!cnt-Gcneral's office: not a charge meaning 
that i-ho more or less responsible officers in 
the Ap:ent-Gencral's office are in the habit of 
accepting con1missions for carrying out their­
duties. 

::VIr. KERB: That is what he means. 

The PRK\HER: I think he means that 
ihc Ag-ent-General himself-·the person who 
occupies the position of Agent-General-is 
open to graft, and in sotne case<S it is 
aoceptc;cl. 

Hon. \V. H. BARKES: All the more need 
for inquiry if that is so. 

Mr. KELSO: Accepted by \Vhom? 

ThP PREMIER : I do not know ; but, if 
n1y interpretation of his charg0 is corre-ct, 
it: is a charge against the systen1 of Agcnts­
G~neral as it applies to the whole of Aus­
tralia-that the Agents-General themselves 
indulge in improper practices. But that is 
not a qut>c;;tion for us to inycstip:ate. becau~e 
we cannot inye.:;tigate the position in every 
Agency-General. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: If that is so, don't 
vou think it is a case of " Like master, like 
Serntnt ''? 

The PREMIER: If that is so. it is a 
Yerc· deplorable state of things. Personally 
I have no ground for believing that that 
kind of thing exists. Naturally one cannot 
assume that Mr. Fihelly was accusing him­
self, and it was very improper for him to 
accuse his brother Agents-General without 
being more specific in his charge. The 
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cha'·!!e he brought is so Yague and so 
indefinite that we cannot proceed further 
in the mattee. I haYe Yisitcd London on 
two occasions, and I am sure that, if graft 
was practised in the Agent-General's office, I 
certainlY would haYc heard of it, and no 
doubt the hon. member for Oxlev also would 
haye he;1rd of it on his visit. • 

:VIr. ELPHIXSTOKE: I do not think that 
imputation is a fair ono at all. 

Th•,• PREMIER: I do not think thPrP is 
any justification for the charge. 

\\'ith regard to the inquiry of the hon. 
1nen1bcr for \Yynnnrn as to 1vhether we a1~e 
not losing bee the system of making short­
dated loans in London, I do not think any 
loss is being suffered. It is true we ha Ye an 
arrang-ement with the Commonwealth Banl;: 
whereby they manage that part of the busi· 
ness. They employ the ayailable balances in 
London by making ten1porary adyances, most 
of the loath. being >er;· short.dated. 

Hon. \Y. H. B.\RXES: I referred to the rate 
of interest being obtained by the Bank of 
England. 

The PRE:\IIER : Tho loans are made for 
Yery short periods or under conditions 
similar to deposits at call. SincD the Com· 
InonwC'alth Bank have nHtnaged the business, 
they ha.-e been managing it just as profitably 
as it \Yas prcdously managed by the Bank 
of England. The interest, of course, depends 
largely on the conditions of the loan, and we 
cann?t hope to earn more than we are now 
e,1rn1ng. 

Hon. \Y. H. BmxES: The conditions were 
the same "hPn the Bank of England did the 
business. I think the rates of interest were 
higher then. 

The PREMIER: There is no difference. 
I am sure \\·e are getting the same return 
that we '"ere getting \Yhen the Bank of 
England managed the business for us. They 
are short·datcd ad,-ances-sometimes only 
for a few weeks-and the ayerage rate runs 
cmt at the figure the hon. member quoted. 

The !JOn. member for Oxlev referred to 
the position of fhe Agent-General and his 
relationship to the trade and commerce of 
the country. It is true that the Agent­
General oug-ht to be of z·ery considerable 
ndYantage to the exporters and traders in 
Queensland produce. but, of course, the 
Agent.General cannot take full ach·antage 
of the position he finds himself in unless the 
producers at this side and those engaged in 
t•xportinn- Queensland products make use of 
his sen·ices. I haYe invited the chambers of 
c·ommercc, exporters, and people doing busi­
nees with London to make full use of the 
Agent-General's presence in London, for that 
i' one of the important functions that he 
has to carry out. The Agent·General on his 
m\·n initiatiYe can do yerv little. It is true 
he can watch the trend of the markets; 
he ma,~ call attention to certain movements 
in the ·markets in London and he can report 
annuallv, but that is of verv little use. I 
recognise that. If the persoilS concerned in 
particular lines of produce. whether it be 
butter, cheese, meat, hides, leather, or what­
ever it may be. were to ask the Agont·General 
to inquire into the market conditions. or 
to make representations in certain quarters, 
or t-o get rc•poris or to make im·estigations, 
the Agent·Gencral would be only too willing 
to do so, as that is what he is there for. 
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'Gnfortunatcly the intNcsted parties at this 
end ha,·e not heretofore fullv utilised the 
sen·iccs of the Agent·Gcneral. · 

I agree also with the statPment of the 
hon. member for Oxlev as to the means bv 
which we can get better marketing facilities 
and better market prices. It does not mean 
that the Agont-GenNal, by any action he 
takes, can get a higher price for butter or 
a b0tter ror·eption for meat or anything of 
that kind. It depends almost wholly on the 
action of the pwducers here. They \vant 
or.ganiPation. rl'hoy rnay have to .CO-Operate 
'nth ih<J Government, and the Government 
would be wilhng to co-operate with them 
iu eYery sense; but tbt>y \Yant organisation 
and renrosentation in London-actiye v;ork 
clmw i1! London on thc•ir behalf and probn.blv 
financed by themselves. It is no use thinking 
that by oorrespondoncc, or by acting through 
ag0nts and brokers at the other end, they 
can get full recognition of Queensland pro­
ducts. Of coursB they recognise that fully 
themselves. I am sure that the meat people 
have recognised it. One of the things which 
i,s happening to them at tlw present time is. 
the difficulty of obtaining the necossarv 
financing to establish tho-roughly Queen;. 
land's poRition in the moat market in 
London. It requires a considerable amount 
of capital, but it seems to me that that is· 
the way to proceed. It would be fatal to 
expect that an Agent·General, who has multi­
farious duties-gO\·crnmental and semi-public 
-to carry out in London, could act on his 
own initiatiYe with his small facilities and 
make any fundamental change in marketing 
conditions, He can ach-ise and he can co­
operate, hut the producers themselves ought 
to recognise that the marketing problem 
111 England is one that involves millions of 
pounds, and that thev would be warranted 
therefore in stading. in et big w<ty and 
ca~rymg on considerable expenditure in the 
tmttal stages. The Australian products are· 
qmte np to the standard required in Eng­
land. Xo doubt packing and grading have­
to be attended to, but the public haYe no 
prejudice against Australian products. A 
great many of the dealers, if they have any 
learnng, seem to have a leaning towards· 
products of other countries. and in manv 
cases they do not want to handle Queenslancl 
products. I had a ea'<:> which mav not ho­
ver~ singular or tnJical, perhaps. Thc 
chmrman of the Stock Exchanrrc took me to 
the Produce Exchange in M~nchester. It 
was a most edifying spectacle to see the 
people doing their business on the floor of 
the Exchange \Yith the most meagre sample'< 
of the products bein,. sold, He took me to 
a. nun1bcr of eon1n1ission {1calers Dperating 
\nth canned goods. I asked each one 
whether ho stocked anv Australian canned 
goods. and one or twr'l of them said thev 
did not because thev did not consider the\· 
wore worth stocking as thev were inferio'r 
products. Of com·se. Manchester is the Yorv 
home and centre of free trade condition's 
and free trade thought. and thev would not 
giYe. the slightest consideration 'to any sug­
gostwn that they ought to give a prefer· 
once to the products of the Dominions of 
thE, British Empire. They most unblushinglv 
stated that they would not stand Australian 
meat because they did not think it was good' 
en_our;h. If that is the impression in the 
nunds of people doing business, it is evident 
that that impression must haYe been created 
by improper representation Df Australian 
]Jroducts in England somewhere, and 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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po~i'ib]y to a larg-e extent that wrong im­
pr, "ion will be c\ispeiled through the very 
Clcclita!Jlc displays and repr< <cntatioBs which 
\\·e have had at \Yemblev Park Exhibition. 

I clo not think thoLe a;,e an) other points 
which have been raispcl "' far that l need 
refer to. If hon. nH'l11bers require any further 
information, I shall be YE'ry happy iJ give it 

At 12.24 p.rn., 
The CH \IR)IAl\ rcsun1ccl the chair. 
rllr. KELSO (.Yundal.·): The debate this 

111orning has sho"\Yll a livelv interest to exist 
in connection \vith the ·office of Agent­
(~eneml. It seemo eo me that the Premier 
in hi:; explanation has been what we n1ight 
call ultra-generous to the late Agent­
General in connection \\'ith the 1·elinquishing 
of his office. I think the people of Queens­
land were absolutelv shocked at the laxitv 
of the holder of t!ui't office in regard iu h{s 
position. He knew that something of a 
1nenace \Vas in the air in connection \Vith 
the great loan scht!me going through, and 
that it was very desira.ble, considering all 
thn circumstances of the case and the uneasi­
ness which had been evident for :;ome vears 
,an the part of the financial public of Ureat 
Britain. that the Premier himself should go 
home to try and ailay any anxiety there 
might be in the minds of the financial 
public. Like a bolt from the blue, without 
the slightest explan<ttion, the late Agent­
General relinquished his post. One would 
haYe imagined that. at any rate, he would 
have hung on to office until his successor was 
appointed, or until the Premier could be 
in Great Britain in order to make temporary 
arrangements for the carrying on of the 
·office. Yet the Premier this morning in 
his ultra-generosii y actuall~· tells us that he 
paid the expenses back to Queensland of 
the late Agent-General. I think that never 
in the history of Queensland have we had 
a public man dealing so lightly with an 
important pu!Jlic positiou as the late Agont­
l~cncrul has done. 

The statement of :\h. Fihellv with regard 
to .. graft" has been very hilly discus,ed. 
It i•' an cxtraordinar;; position for that 
gc•ntleman to take up. The more \\'O 11robe 
into the matter the more \H' are in a 
difficulty as to what the late Agent-General 
really means. Dealing with the suggestion 
\Yhich he made that the office of .-'.gent­
General was a sinecure and should be 
abolished, I would ask the Premier if the 
report "·hich he says he received from the 
late Agent-General 'on the matter could be 
eirculatcd among hon. members. 

The PRE:IHER: I am quite \Yilling to lay 
i~ on the table. 

2\Ir. KELSO : Is it a fair thing, after say­
ing that the office was a sinecure, for a man 
to co11tinue to hold the office for a 11ortion of 
two Years? It could not have taken him two 
Years to find out that it was a sinecure. but 
he continued to occupy the position and 
draw his salarv for an office which he sa vs 
is not justified. That surely is not tl}e 
adion of an honouraLlc man. and, as I said 
before, \Yithout any warning· he goes off and 
leaves a subordinate tempomrily in chal'ge. 
The office is on0, I think. that is capable of 
being made more 0ffective than it is at 
pre,ent. TJnfortunately, for '•Omc years past 
it has been looked upon as a safe retreat 
for a politician. 

Mr. COLLINS : Especially in the old Tor0' 

days. They were never known to appoint 
-anyone else. 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

:\1r. KELSO: Mr. Hunter was appointed 
as a good con1mcrcial n1an. It was argue-d 
thu.t \YC must have a good commercial man in 
London. and personally I quite agreed "·ith 
that. But, when it was thouf[ht desirable 
to rcmoYc ~Ie Fihf'1lv to another ~llherc­
for reasons probably which were satisfactory 
to the GoYernment-he mav have been a 
thcrn in their side. or there u mav ha Ye beeu 
som0 otlwr ro·,son whv lw should be trans­
latt'd to London-- · 

A GoYER:\:IIEXT :\IE:IIBER: Do not jump to 
conclusion8. 

:;I,Ir. KELSO: I am not jumping to con­
clusions. Then tlw ~tatement was made to 
the country that it was a splendid thing for 
us to han~ a good ftnancial man in London 
-that London was the centre of things, and 
it was nece,sary in the interests of QueAns­
lancl to l1ave a good financial man. That is 
a Yery pcf'uliar kind of argument, becaus-e~ 
if the holder of the office is to be there 
because he is a good commercial man, then 
the Agent-General cannot be a good financial 
man. If you send a good commercial man 
home, then apparently the interests of the 
countr:-· are suffering because you have not 
a good financial man. 

I think that much good could be clone in 
the office of the Agent-General along the 
lines suggested by the hon. member for 
Oxley. ·what we are relying on at the 
present time is not merely the matter of 
production. A good many hon. members 
have taken recently a trip to Castle Creek­
the " Castle Creek comrades" l think they 
now call themselves. Thev havfl beeic 
charmed at the prospect, and" can see great 
possibilities in the irrigation scheme. The 
Secretary for Public Lands says that enough 
lucerne can be grown .at Castle Creek to 
proYide for the whole of Queensland. If 
that sort of thing goes on, the great ques­
tion will be that of markets. \Ve can get 
the production all right, but when it comes 
to the marketing we are all at sea. I think 
the most prominent example we have is the 
question of butter. Unfortunately the poor 
fannPr sc0n1s to be struggling along and 
phcing himself unresen·edly in the hands 
of agents. I am tnll<ing of a subject of 
which I have had a little knowledge, and it 
seems to me that in this particular matter 
there should be a combination of the efforts 
of an up-to-date Agent-General's office with 
business experts who will give the whole of 
their time 'to finding out the possibilities ot 
marketing in Great Britain and send us 
reports. I do not think we are getting full 
value b:-· having· only one annual report. I 
think I am right in saying that wo only get 
one annual report. 

The PRE:IIIER: No, there are plenty uf 
reports from the Agent-General. 
[12.30 p.m.] 

:Ylr. KELSO: If \Ye got quarterly reports 
I think the systPm would be very much more 
useful ; quarterly reports could be made of 
very admirable use in Queensland. 

The PREJIIER : There would be no neces­
sit:-· for that. because the Agent-General 
sends out reports and they are immediately 
published in the press. 

::\Ir. KELSO: There is no doubt that we 
could got good value for the monev we 
spend in England. It is recognised that the 
Agent-General's office is not what it was 
many years ago. 'rhe hon. member for Oxley 
says that there are social duties attached to 
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~he office, but we ha1·e to recognice that the 
glory of the Agent-General's office in that 
respect has been overshadowed by the office 
-of the Commonwealth High Commissioner. 
I think the Premier himself will agree with 
me in that respect. if in nothing else. I 
have e1·en seen it btat•• l in the papers that 
from a social point of view the most effective 
way of getting enb·ance to society is through 
the C'<:nnmonwealth office, and that the State 
Agents-General arc only 1 ery minor factors 
socially in London. 

The PRE1!1ER: \Ve do not want them to be 
<:>therwis,:;. 

::1Ir. KELSO: KcverthelC'~s we can get 
g-reat ach-antage out of this office. and I 
think it must lie in the direction of finding 
markets for the great primary products of 
this State in order that they may be brought 
to the front. As to butter, it is well known 
that perhaps a dozen old-established firms 
in Tooley street can rig the market just as 
·they like. It is unfortunate, perhaps, that 
we cannot assure any market of a regular 
supply throughout the :v·ear. We have our 
winter. during which the supply of butter 
goes do1vn so low that it is verv difficult to 
f1nd enough to supply thEl local d·emand, and 
in the summer time, which is the winter in 
England. we have the competition of the 
butter produced in Europe, which has been 
impro,-ino· v-ear bv vear more especiall'": since 
pastcuris;tion has, bc~n introduced.' The 
quality of our product is no doubt up to the 
standard of Danish butter, but it may be that 
it does not top the market because Denmark 
is a regular sup)llier. It could he shown abso­
lutely that our product is as good as any­
thing turned out, but in distribution there 
may be a few secrets to learn. That is where 
the' office of the Agent-General can do a 
great deal. T;ntil lately it was considered 
that London was the great distributing mar­
ket, but now it appears that other great 
cities are making a claim to be great dis­
tributors also; and, if we had experts all 
over Great Britain in ordm· to find out not 
only the bc't markets but also the bc<t way 
in which to market our commodities, the 
office could be made a ver•c useful one 
indeed. I believe that the office of Agent­
General is capable of very great expansion, 
but it must be done in a businesslike way, 
and, with all du0 respect to the gentlemen 
who have held the office and the gentleman 
who now holds the offic·e, the point is whether 
the mane;~- which is being spent on the office 
is going to give us a good return, and that 
depends on whether it is conducted as a 
pure!;- commercial business and the money 
is spent on a commercial basis. For some 
yrns past it has been merely a stagnating 
place for politicians whom the Government 
wa ntccl to get rid of. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Pit:roy): After list~ning 
to ihe hon. member for Oxley, I came to the 
<.:onclusion that a trip to the old coun­
try was a good thing, although he after­
wards qualified what he had said in answer 
to an interjection from me, and appar­
cntlv the hon. member for N"undah has 
arri';red at a similar conclusion b-.- different 
means. \VhPn I heard the hem. nwmber for 
Oxlc_v speaking of the possibilities of oxpan­
"ion of the Agent-General's office and the 'wav 
in which our goods were being; submerg·ecl b~ 
the influx of goods from other countries, bn't 
how it would pay to spend money to put them 
on the market, I thought we had a now 
·Com·ert. But then by way of interjection he 

said he did not want any politicians or any 
Gm-ernment intPrforence, and I realised that 
his v, as the unfmtunate position Df the man 
who saw the disease but was afraid to apply 
the rcmedv. The hon. member for 2\iundah 
boars out that statement when he follows th 
hon. !Hcmber for Oxlev. Ho wants the Go­
vcrnmPnt to expand this office and appoint 
bwincss 0xperts so that they may decide not 
onl)' wher(' to find markets but also upon a 
proper system of distribution. Hon. mem­
bers opposite au on the horns of a dilemma 
lwtw('cn State socialisation and private enter­
prise. They can see that the speech of the 
hon. member for Oxlev might V!'ry well have 
been d0liwred to a bod, of State socialists. 
; f he were prepared to accept the one methocl 
by which 'his scheme could be carried out. 
It was a direct and vf'rv definite admission of 
failure on the part of the pro·ducers and the 
manufacturers of this country adequatolv to 
markd their !';ODds in any oentre more than 
a few hundred miles from their own back 
door. I am of opinion that the speech of the 
hon. member for Oxlev should be delivered 
to the Chamber of C01nmerce and the Cham­
bl'r of Manufactures, and the various Local 
Producers' Associations in the State. Iu 
spite of the conclusion at which he eventually 
arrived, I hope that before very long we shall 
see hon. members on the opposite side 
realising that the State is in the best position 
to establish these distributing agencies. The 
divided efforts of a number of producers 
cannot have the same effect as if they were 
all centred under one head as a State distri­
buting agency, such as the Agent-General's 
Office in London could be. I congratulate 
them, however, on their advance towards 
socialism even no\v, 

::Vlr. i\IORGAN" ("liurilb) : For many years 
I have spoken on this vote. I was ourprised 
that the Premier, on his return from abroad, 
did not take into consideration the recom­
mendJtion that the Agent-General's office 
m Great Britain be reorganised. I think 
he paid too much attention to the social· side 
of the position and not. sufftcient to the com­
mc,rcial side. \V.~ do not want men to attend 
bnnq',lets, chan1pagnc suppers, Lnd make 
after-dimwr speeches. When Y!r. Fihell:. 
1vent awa,,, he said that he did not intend 
to attend "che.mpagnf' suppers. \Ve have the 
Commonwealth representative, Sir Joseph 
Cook, who is quite capable of attending all 
t.ho social function· on behalf of . \.mtralia, 
and making ..-cry nice after-dinner speeche:s. 
\\~e C<nnot afford to haYC' too many ropre­
~er.tativP~ n1aking <:~fter-dinner speeches in 
the old country. IV" want workers there, 
and not roo 1nuch sp~ rc>hifying. 

The PRE}IIER: An hon. gentleman oppo­
site h"s suggestezl the importance of the 
social side. 

Mr. 1\IORGA::\': I have vet to learn that 
rr:uch business i-3 done :1 ;fer dinner, 1vhen 
persons are nlorp or leG-s filJ0d 'With chaln­
r;agnc. Tho,..;o repn:scnting huge undertak­
ins:s do not want to talk shop. A lot of 
money is wasted in mere talk. It would be 
of some importance if we had what \\8 might 
call a. commercial traveller representing the 
State, who would go into the business 
premises of the importer 11·ho is prepar~;d to 
give him orders. It would be far better for 
hlm to engage in bu~iness transactions \vith 
th,· importer during the proper hours of 
business rather than meet him at a Bocial 
fur.ction and talk business over a glass of 
champagne. \Ve should have a real live 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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f'Ollllll('lTial tra...-c1lC'r to rcpre.'3cnt us~a n1an 
who \Yotlld be nble to di,coYcr YYhat is 
required in Great Britain, and who would 
adyi:::c the ..:-\ut-tralian or Queen6lancl rnanu­
facturers a::; to -w}Jat i~ necessary. \Ve 
should haYc monthlY reports from the 
Agent-GeneraL I me!1tioncd it t<J the Pre­
tnier son1c tin1c ago~ and he thought It was 
a ~:;ood ~uggestion. and sai·Ll he would try to 
bring- it ahcut. The Ag-ent-General should 
eencl monthlv reports. and they could be 
handed to the Press to be published. The 
Teports should infmm us as tD the quatltity 
of buttN· held m store Ill Great Brnam 
Curin:'· tt period~the same \Yith re~ard to 
tnE:·at 

0 

nnd other products that we are 
interested in-w that we \Yould be able to 
kn,,w wlwther we should 0X!Jnrt tlns month 
o1· some otlwr m<Jnth in order to benefit b3· 
the he-st nwrk:Pts. \Ye Ycr~· often send our 
lnntcr oyer there, und it strikes a bad 
raarkE:'t, bccrrusc \YC arc 11ot informe4 that a 
lot of butter is to itl'l'iYe on a certam date. 
If \YP had that infor~lHltion \VC could regu­
late our supplirs. and ·we \Yould kno ~v 

hat to -clo. \Ye cDnld then exnort our 
nroduri~ tCJ such n1arkct~ as wonlcl bnng 
~IS a fair return. ii~';tead o{ :o_..hipping 
prodnC'e nJ. rlH' 11-rong timC' and throw­
ing it on to a glnttf'L~ nHlrkct. and have 
it r('turninq· a small JWH e to the produrer, 
a3 at pn·ccnt. I would like to quote what 
the hon. n~c1nber for Cooroora had to :-ay 
on the mat.t••r. \YP all know that "C\1r. 
\Yalkcr is 11ot tt llHtn to f.!:O o'rer t? Gr~at 
B,·iLt in mNch· to mtend to the social Side 
0 f affair,. T-I'<' yyonld go oYer there with a 
view to loo-!.;:inp; into ntatte1:s JH'OJ?Prl~~. Ho 
ba,;,; ha-d eonsicierablc- expen0nee 111 the co­
op~rativc hnndlinrt of th0 farn1ers' p~·a.~l~1c~. 
In a let1er to the leader of t!te Oppositwu, 
ht"' say~~ 

'• \Yhcn \Oll said th:1.t n ron1n1crrial. 
nuu1 ~hDul(l be put iu charg~:.' of t~e 
\.oc-nt-Genpral's office in London you hit 
th~: !Jail rig:ht on the head. for at the 
pr:'~C'nt time the wa~;, it is earned out is 
on1 v a fs.rcC'. . . . 

]\fr. \\;~dker says the snin( thing as the f'X­
AgC'ni-Gl"'ncral said. 

:VIr. C'OLLT"S: ::\Ir. Y\alkcr, being a poli­
tician. rnu \Youlc1 not. take his \Yord into 
con~ider.atlon after listening to the Bpe0rh 
bv the hon. member for O:dcy. 

. "C\Ir. ::\10RGA::\: I know ::\Ir. 1'\alkcr. and 
the hon. nH'Jnl:>;__)r kno"-~ hin1. too. \Ye kno.w 
hin1 PS a prartif'al n1an. and one who 1.ronJd 
not rro m·cr to the other side of the world 
rnC'rf'1Y to ride in n1otor-f trs and nttcnd 
cham11a~nw ~upper~. I-JP \Yonld go tl~erc ~o 
f~(·t nll thP i11forn1R1 ion nbt q_inabh'-"'1th: b~s 
coat off .. ~o to ~llC'nk. 1Ie would get nght 
down to brdrocl( to llllderstanc1 the C>xact 
1 ~o:3ition with regarrl to prodnee. in \vhich 
lw is interested in Quecibland. He further 
saYS in hi-:> ] cttC'r~ 

~ ''The ODinion Yv·hir~1 I haYf' !:tnt on tfi'' 
butter. n1cat. ectton. and other indus­
tries of Queensland ·>·hould heY<' a 11 been 
o'iY0TI iO US bY an actiYC COD1111C'f"_-lal man 
~-ithout a~kirlg one- tG ~ J into thf' 0 ques­
tion<;.., n1or-' particularly on a pleasure 
trip." 

He acimiitecl thr.t he could not get the infor­
lllation that h~ \Ya111( e:l on the imnortant 
matters of butter meat, and cotton. He had 
t11 go round. fos~ickiryg it out for hir:nsc]f. 
because the mformanon yvas nDt available 
at the Ag-ent-General's offi<;e. If that infor-
1Tlation is not availE..hle at the office, t.hen we 

[111r. Morgan. 

must come to th~ conclusion that the Dffico· 
is not up to date, and is not carrying out the 
dc:ty \Ybich it wn~ prin1arily established to 
carry out. ::Vlr. \Yalker further says-

,, Do ymu best to alter the whole posi­
tion. tond se0 that a con1mercial 1nan be 
>~!JpointNl to that position. and I am 
sure th.nt an a('tiYe con1n1ercial 1nan 
'' Jnld be wmth thonsands tD the State 
reg·arding th,• getting- oyer of many of 
our troublPs, and the means of cun­
Yeying tD the producer llll.u·kets whif'h 
he does 1101 kl,0\'1 at thP prc~ent ti1ne." 

This is o point that I have made for several 
;vcare: Thf.'re are many n1arkets in England 
for thc> produce in Queensland. \Yhi<Ch the 
Agent-General should bo able to discover, 
but, unfortunately, the Ag·ent-GcnrTal does 
not earn· out that \'York. l'nl0·'S he clo~ > 

]Wrform "it, I would sooner sPc the pos,ition 
aho]ichc•d ,,Jtogetl::er. \Y c arc epending­
nbou+ £12.000 JlC'l' annum on this office. and, 
unfortunately. we are not getting the results­
that we should. 

Tbc· PRE.'IIJER: ThP z\gent-Gcncral'~ office 
y·.-as not eotablishC'd solel,-. but only 11artly, 
for tll(' purp-l:::P of promoting trade. 

:VIr. :\IOTIGA::-.i: I think thf' promotion of 
trach• :-;hould Le the n:ost important con­
sidNation. Ir i+ is not there eoleh for that 
pur;,osc>, then four-fifth=. of its · fenctions 
,should be in connection with pr01noting~ 
trade. 

The PRE}l!ER : Four-fifths of the staff are 
en"!ploycd on GoYcrnn1ent indenting. 

::\Ir. ::\IORGAX: We should ha Ye monthly 
reports from the Agent-GeneraL vVe some­
tilnes get C'ontradictory reports about market 
values. and they might be inspired. A gr~at 
deal of n1ollC'Y can be made bv nu~n cabling 
out the Yalu~c of a. certajn 'con11nodity in· 
London, inducing the people to sell their 
produch at a low cost because of a .,!ut on 
the market as alleged by the cablegram. 
The cablegram may not contain a true state­
ment as to the market ,-alue of a commooity, 
and a great deal of money is thus made by 
tho'e " in the know" buying that c<Jmmodity 
in Queensland. Those things do happen, 
as 110 doubt. the Pren1icr kno\vs. Even in 
our !Deal "1leyards '"" found it nece>sary to 
haYe our OYYD rcpresentatiYes to quote thP 
true Yalue of sheep a.nd cattle. as certain 
indiYiduals were in the habit of rooorting­
ilctitions vFtluc:,:. Y\~ e found 1t 110ces.sarv to 
get our own rPportcrs to n1ake a f'.f'pirate 
report to the public. There are some people 
operating nt the yards v1ho give information 
to the Press and state the ya!nes received 
at 2s. to 3s. per 100 lb. in exC 0 '·S of the real 
Yaluc obtained, with a Yicw to keeping up 
thD:"C Yaluos. 

Si1nilar influenc-?s n1ay operate in London. 
\Ve haYc no reports to guide us as to the 
positioll of the markets there. It would 
not cost a great deal of money t<J secure 
this information, '"hich could be published 
in the same manner as the other reports. 
It \Yould greatly assist primary producers 
if qnotuions were received regularly from 
London as to the position of the markets. 
\'I e YYere t<J!d that, if the exporters made 
their meat more attractive, better prices 
would result. The graders and exporters 
are of the opinion that the meat exported 
from Australia to-day is of the finest that 
has eYer been sent to Britain, or 0ther part& 
of the world, and that it reflects credit on 
the producer. Have the growers received 
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a.nv more for that beef? The price of beef 
has not advanced for eighteen months or 
two year .. althoug·h it has been made more 
attractiYe in appearance. 'The cost of the 
preparation of the beef has gone up, although 
the price ha.s not. and the result has been 
that the producer has not got the same valuo 
fM his ea ttle as he recci ved prm·ioush· when 
the meat was not got up so ath·actively. 
If the people handling- meat in Great Britain 
r0eeive n ~Teater inducement or co1nmission 
to handle other bed, thev will not handle 
Am.tralian beef. The Premier has told us 
that. wlwn he wae in England. he went into 
<'ertain places and on inquiring for Aus­
tralian canned meats was told that they 
were not worth stocking. · 

The TREASl"RER: That was not canned 
n1eats; it was canned fruits. 

:\Ir. }IORGA::\: They mav not have been 
worth stocking from a." connnorcial point of 
vie"- because- thev would not have returned 
the same profits' as similar articles from 
other parts of the world. That is what we 
have to contend "·ith. 'The position of tho 
meat industry ,,.ill not improve until w0 

establish our own shops to handle our meat. 
A groat number of the rota il meat shops in 
England to·day are " tied" shops. They 
can onl.v handle Argentine frozen oe chilled 
meat. 'Thov cannot handle Australian meat. 
even if they desire to do so, and must sell 
snch moat over the block as is provided 
them b,· the snppliors. They arc in a similar 
11osition to " tied" public houses. It does 
not matt<'l· in those houses if there is a 
demand for a certain beer; they must take 
the beer supplied by the brewery controlling 
that house, even if the article be an inferior 
one. 

I am pleased t0 note that the Government 
did not exhibit the same tendency to spend 
money when scndmg away the last two 
Agents-General as they did previously. I 
am pleased that the Government realise that 
those expenses ultimately fall on the general 
taxpayer. \Yhen the Hon .. J. M. Hunter 
was appointed Agent-General. he was given 
a banquet in the Parliamentar~· refreshment­
roonlf. for vvhich a band wa:::. engaged, at a 
cost of £121 15s .. while a similar function 
giYcn on the eve of the departure of Mr: 
Fihelh· to London. onlv cost £33 15s. Ko 
band "wa,s engaged fm: J\Tr. Fihclly. JI.!Ir. 
Huxham "·as sent away without either a 
dirmer· or a band. rr:aughtcr.) \Ye are 
beginning to be sensible, and realise that 
the pPoplc ,vbo arC' ~trur;gling outside aro 
the ones \Yho have to foot the bill. 

Catcrin,;; for tlw farewell 
function tcnd,•red to the 
Hon .• J. :\I. Hunter at the 
Exhibition Hall ... 

Band. rent of hall. and sundries 
Tra Yell in~ expcns0:'l to enable 

Hon. J. :\I. Hunter to visit 
Ron1a and Canungra ... 

Raihvay refreshments, etc. .. 
Special train 
Expen~0s of voyage to Eng-

land­
Fares 
~\d,-ances 
Bags. insura.ncP" and sun­

dries 
Attendant 
Additional fares from New 

York to Southampton 

£ s. d. 

97 10 0 
49 4 0 

53 5 4 
15 6 l 
22 6 10 

653 7 6 
923 1 10 

153 7 3 
64 16 0 

259 0 11 

Total ... £2,413 0 9 

The Government supplied the then Agent­
General with bags. I wonder whether those 
bags were returned w~en tl:at occupant corn: 
plcted the term of hrs ofhcc. The cost ot 
retnrning the Hon. J. M. Hunter "as £494 
5'. Sd. ,The expenses in connection with the 
appointment of )Ir. Fihelly in 1922 were-

Expenditure prior to departure­
Hotel accounts 
Car hire ... . .. 
Dinner, Parliament House .. 

Expenses en route to England­
Steamcr fares 
Railwav fares, etc. 
Sundrii,, 

Cash aclYances 
Inddeutal expense>' 
Balance of expen~e:" 
Return passage.., to Brisbano~­

J\frs. Fiholh· and three chil-
dren ' 

Km·sc 

£ s. d. 

25 0 2 
66 3 G 
33 15 0 

606 18 0 
99 4 9 
49 9 4 

300 0 0 
7 17 6 

67 12 10 

408 10 0 
62 0 0 

Total .£1,726 10 7 

The Government had no need to send a 
nurse awav with :\fr. Huxham. (Laughter.) 
There will, therefore, be--a saving in that 
direction. It cost £494 to bring the Hon. 
J. J\1. Hunter back to Queenslaud, and we 
have also b0en told that the cost of return­
ing J\Ir. Fihollv to Queensland ha.S' also 
been defraved bv the Government. I would 
like to kiww ,;,.hether the salary of Mr. 
Fihelly ceJsed when ho resigned, or when 
he arrived at Brisbane. 
'The I'UE:\IIER: His resignation took effect 

on tllc day he arrived here. 

Mr. MORGA::\: Then his salary continued 
during a con::;idcrablc time when he was not 
performing the work. That is wrong. In 
future it should be made plaiu to thi' occ_u­
pant of the office on !wing appointed that,_ if 
he r0signs "·ithout noticl'. a.-, }1r. Fihelly di·rl. 
or deserts his post, he will not be entitled 
to his r•x]Wnsos bark to Brisbarw, and h" 
ealai'Y will cea!'e immediately he closes the 
door of the office he vacates. The Govern­
ment should not stand that sort of action 
from a man occupying a high positio:r: any 
more than it does from R man occupymg a. 
humble position. If an oflicial receiving 
£250 to £300 per annum resigned in the 
same manner as ~h. Fihelly. he would only 
be paid hi;; salary to the time he ceased to 
occupy the position. There should b? . no 
difference between the treatment of officials 
occupying high or low positions. The. Pre­
mier was wrong in deciding that Mr. Frhelly 
"as entitled to his salarv up to the trme he 
reached Brisbane. Mr: Fihellv was also 
paid his expenses back to Brisb;ne. Taken 
altogether, he was an expensive Agent­
General. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore. 
Chi/Trt!JO') : I bPg to lay on the table a 
n'!.C'nloranclunl rcceiYed from the late Agent­
Gr nf'l'al. ;\[r. Filwlly, containing proposals 
for the reorgani>'ation of the Agent-General's 
ofrice. 

Mr. G. P. BAR::'-:ES (TFantick): HaYing: 
regard to the statement made b~· the late 
Agent-General. it must be apparent to eYery­
or!e that something more than a mere tabling 
of his propo<als should be nwde :Ylr. 

Fihelhc indicated to the public 
[2 p. m.] Press ·that the office of Agent­

General sltould be abolished; that 
it is a mere sinecure; and he drew a ttontion 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.) 
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to the matter of graft. A good df'al has been 
said this morning with reg·ard to that matter, 
but no •explanation has been giYen that can 
be regarded as satisfactory either to this Com­
mittee or to thE' countrv. 'When the Premier 
speaks again I hope he will let the Com­
Initt>ee know if any similar charge has been 
n1ade by anv other retirjng ..:-\gent-GPncraL 
If ,,uch is the case·, the statements made by 
Mr. Fihelly "·ill be substantiated. 

The Pxplanation giY•en by the Premier 
seemed to indicate that the Agent-General, 
whilst Agent-General, may speak with one 
\·oicc, but immediately he rctirP.s from that 
office he is licensed to speak in another direc­
tion. Two things like that cannot obtain. 
Either the conditions are right or the condi­
tions arc wrong. CPrtainly) a report has just 
b-on laid on the table carrying recommenda­
tions with regard to the administration of the 
Agent-GPneral's office. 

\Yhen the Premier was speaking he out­
lined the ver, numerous duties that attach to 
the office o( the Agent-General. I can see 
that even the broad statement of th.' duties 
could he ven much enlarged upon. I cannot 
tmderstand how anY man could feel that be 
had conscientiously' carried out the many 
dutie'' of that important offic", and say that 
it is sinecure. To me that is a puzzle. The 
thing that struck me in connection "·ith the 
Premier's statement ,,-as that Mr. Fihelh· 
had fulfilled the conditions of sm·vic" attach­
ing: to the Agent-General's position to the 
'atisfaction of the Premier, and ho knew 
of nothing that could be said ag·ainst Mr. 
Fihell:-·. The singular point is that if ih' 
filled the offic<' satisfactorily, how could he 
fail to realise the importance of that office to 
the State' It would appE>ar from th· duties 
outlined bv the Premier that the Agent­
Getwral had ample to do. In face of that, 
instead of now indicating that the office is a 
mer•e sinecure, surely Mr. Fihclly would have 
found it to be an office full of acli vitv even 
for a mind ;:,uch as he 110ssesf3r'i. ~ 

The position is serious. The statement 
has been made by Mr. Fihelly, who is 
recognised ,as being a responsible man, or 
does responsibility cease when a man leaves 
office? \V e should ascertain exactly where 
and how we stand in this matter. Accord­
ing to our "·ay of thinking, there is abun­
dant scope for the activities of a good man 
at home. The Premier has also indicated 
that that is his opinion. Th position of 
"\.gent-General has been a lifelong- one, ann 
most of the States have found that their 
Agents-General had sufficient to do. Ko one 
should suggest abolishing that offic' in these 
days of doYelopmeni, when it should be of 
more and more :;:erYice to the f'ountrY. The 
l1enefits to be derived from the AgencY­
General will increase as the country gTows. 

With regard to the charge of graft, the 
Premier has indica tcd that th,, only oppor­
tunity for graft is in connection with the 
purchase of goods required for Queensland. 
It would appear that the purchases in the 
old country during this last year have not 
!wen Yery great and only amount to about 
£280,000. Certainly commis•,ions could be 
paid in connection \vith those serYices, and 
it is one of the things that lm.-e to be fought 
against. Occasionally it is found that com­
missions are allowed in connection with such 
purchases. That is morally wrong, and 
inquiry should be made of :Wr. Hunter as to 
whether he is possessed of any knowledge 

[lfr. G. P. Barnes. 

whate.-er of such a practice. :\1r. Huxham 
is a n1an we "_::an trust, and he could be asked 
to report on the matter-that is, if the 
Committee is not disposed to go furthN: I ut 
thcs things should [,e cleared up once and 
for alL I taku it that the Government. no 
matter what they mav determine to make 
known to the public, ":ill certainly not allow 
the matter to rest wher-e it is. The dutv 
devolves on them t 0 g·o to the Y<'l'V bottom of 
thf' statements ma~!e, and :\1;·. Fihcll,-, 
although not now in the service of his country, 
should be asked to supply the daLL on which 
he founded his charge. 

Mr. KERR (Enogge;·a)': There is one 
matter that has not been touched on, and 
that has not been dealt with by the Premier 
either-that is in regard to the situation of 
the Agent-General's office in the Strand. 
R-ecently one of the Southern papers pub­
lished a statement submitted to the Federal 
Parliament in regard to the actiYities of the 
High Commissioner in London, .and, when 
giving the expenditure for Australia House, 
it said-

" The offices of Queensland and 
iYestern Australia would remain outside 
Amtrali·a Hol!se. During the year 
ac~ommodation was offered tD the respec­
tive Agents-General of those Statec, on 
generous tern1s, but \vithout acceptanc·e.',. 

A public statement has been made by the 
ex-Agent-Gen<'ral that the best place for the 
QuN~nslmHl repros·2ntation is in ..._<\ustralia 
House. I think Wf' should give that matter 
a good deal of consideration. Perhaps the 
Premier on his recent visit to the old country 
went into the matter. 

So far as the expenditure is ronccrncd. Wf' 

can verv well look at the matter from an 
Australian point of Yicw. It seems a paroclnal. 
view to take that Queensland should remain 
so sa<1lv isolated as she is in the Strand. I 
had th;, opportunity of going personally into 
this matter vv-hcn I \vas in London ~on1c ;.-cars 
ago. It ahYa0·s struck me that the Agent­
General's office was in a most deserted spot 
from the ]HJint of vie»· of doing good work. 
The Strand is IK·Yer deserted. as far <lS 

passers-bY are concerned, but it struck .me 
that tbe office looked verv deserted mSJdP. 
and that Australia House" was cverlastingl:-· 
full. I know that quit' a number of people 
who wished to call at the Agent-General'~ 
office. first of all went to Australia House, 
from' \vhich thev \Yerc directed to the Ag·cnt­
General's office." The Premier might give us­
some information in regard to that matter. 

I \'i.-ant to sav a word or hvo 110\Y in regard 
to the statP~ento made bv the cx-. .\gent­
Genc'ral. This morning we "had a good deal 
of covPriug up of traf'ks in regard to t~e 
action of that gentle>rnan. In one breath 1t 
wa:;;. ~<lid ht~ was doing an injustice, and ia 
nnothcr bn·ath that he. was possibly the best 
Agent-General that Queensland has <'VCl' 

hacl. The statement in regard to the Agent­
General's office can onlv have one interpre­
tation. I disagree \Yith tho Premier in saying 
that the statements could b;; attributed to. 
the other States as well as to Queensland. I 
do not think the ex-AgPnt-GenNal had that 
in his mind at all. He had in his mind that 
the position was nothing· more or less than 
"overrun with graft." The siatemenl: 
<'xplains itself. It has been thought outside 
lhat when a n1an went a~ Agent-General fo1~ 
any StatE' to England, it did not take him 
\'cry many :-·cars to become wealthy. 
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::\Ir. CoLLI!\S: Do yDu apply that to Sir 
Horace Tozer, Sir Thomas Robin;on, and 
other:3? 

::\Ir. KERR : I am applying it to no one. 
It is gerL•rally suggested by those >vho a1:e 
pcrhap,- not in authority that Dnce a man rs 
~\rrenr-Gencral he has an opportumty of 
bC~on1ing a fair1~- \Vealthy citizen. I Yenhl~·e 
to se 1- that when the ex-Agent-Con ·ral saHl 
the r;lacr· was ·· OYC'lTun ·with graft," he n1ust 
han• had wmething like that in his mind. 
\Vlwthcr he had anv off{ored to him I do not 
know, but he will b~ in a position to say. 

1\Ir. COLLES: He might have been offered 
work:. 

::\lr. KERR: \Vhen the c•x-Agcnt-Gcneral­
who i:-:; a llHtn who Rtood our on thL· front 
GoYeninh_'nt llcnch-goes to the old countr~· 
and retun1s \fith a definite: stat{•rncnt that tho 
po~ltion j:-) "OYL'rrun -,.-ith graft," there is 
onh- one conclw•ion to come to-that th"t 
g·-rritler11an, who is 110\Y a priYate citizen, has 
been offered .. graft," and if the Premier in 
his position as Achnini~trator o_f the Statt1

• is 
quite :-:;;:Hid-icd calmly to let tnc rna~tt:'r t?C 
pa~:-w 1 oyer, \Y' arc not ,Joing our dnty 111 

Parlian1C'1Tt. rrhc tiine is opportune for the 
PrPinir•r to appoint a ( 'omruission, and If 
nec:·c;;sar\7 call the cx-_-\gcnt-GPneral to pro\) 
his ..:taten1cnt, and let us kw .. nv \'Yhere we 
stand in this matter. That is the only >Yay 
to face ilL' po>ition. 

Queensland ltas been Ycry unfortunate in 
thP lllling of this positioP. For eighteen 
ntonth~. 1nore or lL'S"'. we haYe been practi­
cally the laughir1g stock of Australia. One 
v~·omincnt _\u:3traliau p~pcr t-iaid-

"A favourite recreation of the Queens­
land La.bour Government is appointing 
:Agents-General. Within eighteen months 
or so it had three-Robinson, Hunter, 
and Fihclly, ::'\ow Fihelly is supposed to 
Le coining back to nurse a llouse of 
Rt1 pl'C'scntatiYes constituency, and Hux­
ham may take his place. And if t~e 
Fihell:v plans go awry .• Tones, who srls 
for Paddington. Jack's old Assembly 
sent, will be in the >Yay, wherefore it is 
already suggested that J ones may sue­
ccecl Huxham. It cos\,; a bout £1.500 to 
carrv a dissatisfit'd or 8upcrfluous 
::\Tinister and his belongings to London, 
for these things are done ·on the grand 
scale. Something· mis;ht bo 8aYed by 
making a contract job of it." 

It appears to me that somdhmg in tho 
nature of a contract job has bce11 made of 
it. 

The SrcRETARY FOR 2\Trxm: You need not 
worrv a bout " J ones " taking the job. 
(Laughter.) 

}lr. KEHH: Xo: the hon. g ntleman had 
his experience. I am not going to mince 
"-ords ;n this Chamber when it come-; to 
tlw appointment of a gentleman to fill such 
an important position as Agent-General. vV e 
know that the gentleman >Yho has been 
a ppointcd is po,,;ibly ono of the finest gentle­
men we could meet socially, and possibly 
he has the missionary spirit ; but, und0r the 
party system of goYcrnmcnt in Australia 
generally, and in Queensland in particular, 
we haYc been doing nothing else but appoint­
ing party hacks to fill these ]Jositions. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is just what we have 
not been doing. That is ,,-hat wo ought to 
do. 

::\Ir. KERR: It was Yerv well known that 
::\Ir. Fihclly, at the rime of his appointment, 
was a thorn in the side of his GoYernment 
for Yarious rca2ons. l-Ie was giYcn this job in 
London. Xow another yacancv has occurred. 
\Yhat do we find? ~\n aged gentleman 
going to a position \Yhich rcql!ires reorgani­
satioll, which calls for the ability a.nd energy 
of a J oung n1an. 

The 8ECRET,\RY FOR Pc-BLTC IxsTRl.'CTIOX : 
Like yourself. 

:\fr. KERR : Possibly. It is time "·e 
f,;ced the position instead of transferring 
part~- hacks >Yho haYe gi.-cn the best yeat~ 
of their life to the Labour moYement to 
Yety important dutie-< on the other siclo of 
tho world. 

::\Ir. HARTLEY Do Yon think '·Bob., 
Joyce should ha Ye been ·appointed·: 

::\1r. KERR: I do not know ''Bob" JoYCC 
at all; the hon. n1ernbcr rnay know hir~1. 
The same old procedure is followed m 
Queensland. Let us take the case of another 
politician. Sir Gcorgc Rcid. He :wts. a 
vcr_. capable politic~ap-the best pohtrcrf!-n 
cffcring for the posrtion of Hrgh Conlllll"­
"icmcr of Anstralia ,,-hen it became Yacant. 
He served his icrm, and had it cxtcndccl for 
twelve months b,.- the CommomYealth Parlia­
ment. and then· said he >Yould do the job 
for nothing if the': retained him. But 
another par':t:v ·was in~ po\\'er .tnd th~:~ \Yantcd 
another party hack, and ~Ir. Frsher \YaS 
appointed. 

The CHAIRl\1AX : OrdN : 
mind the hon. member that 
bc·fore the Committee is the 
Genentl for the State." 

I >Yonld re­
thP question 

vote "Agent~ 

:\Jr. KERR: I am dra>ving a comparison 
behwen the methods of ar,pointing Agents­
General in ibis State and in Australia gener­
al!~-. ::\lr. Fisher was a good High Commis-
sioncr. 

The CHAIR::\1A::'\ : Order ! The hon. 
1nernbcr nrust c'')nnect his remarks \Yith the 
vote. 

\Ir. KERR: I anr drawing u com11ari~on, 
and saying that politicians haYe been 
appointed to similar p0Sitions >Yithont any 
other con;"ideration what:;ocYcr all oyer 
Amtrali~. hut particularly eo in Queensland. 
In South Africa thev ha.-e had three Htgh 
CoiHnri~sioncrs. and~ hn) of thenr died in 
harnc'·'-men who >Yere not appointed from 
the 11oliticnl ranks, but \YCre n1cn of bnsi­
rtr~:." capacity '\Yho reorganj~cd th~ offic_e-the 
,·erv thing that Qneencland rcqmred m her 
;\gent-General's office. 

Everv ~~:enkcr on this Yotc hafi madC' refer­
Pnc·e to the finding· of mark0ts for Qlleens­
lunJ. p1·odu{'o DYorseas. That is a Ycry 
itnportant function of the office. and \Ye 

should ha vo a representatiYe to do that so 
'" to assist the• people in Queensland. The 
PrcmiC'r complained that the ('Xportcr~ 1vcre 
JlOt fulJv u1i1i~ing the office. \Vhy? Sin1ply 
becan'-'c ~the Ao·cnt-Gcncral has for vears and 
vears served~ !.:is politic.··] life with ·a certain 
}wdy. \Ye should have a husin0ss n1an in 
the po,ition-onc "-ho will be able to help 
to work ont the deotini<'s of the State. as re 
intended by the Agent-General'>· offire. I 
am not quil·bling at all w~lh the .salarY now 
proposed to be patd. It Js a pornt for dJ~­
cussion \YhC'n \YC rC'rolJccl that our pubhc 
~crvartts in QuecJ~sJand are lw-ing r('{luccd in 
~alary whil:;:;t this :Jfficial is to rcceiYC an 

Mr. Kerr.J 



53() Supply. [ ASSE:\IBL Y.] Supply. 

inerc·n '" cf £250 per That \V ill 
undoubt(~cll\· he a bone contention at a 
later ~tar~·c: TllP ='\pw South \Yales --:-\gPnt~ 
G<·nNal rcceiyc, a .,alarv of £1.850; tht• Yic­
torian .._\gent-Gc·ucral a.· salary Of £1.750 pc·r 
H.1~nun1: und th.""~ \Yc:.torn AastraJian ) .. gent­
Genf'L.tl a ~alar\· of £1,SOO ner annnn1. I 
hayp pl-l'\-it1l~sly, pcintcd out L that \\Te VYC'rC' 

ul'clt'J']Jayin~.r ou1· Ag0nt-Gcncral, and I am 
glad ihat \Ye arc at la6t g-oing a little v.-a:-~ 
toiYarcl" fixing an adoqnatf' f.alar)· for thP 
..:\,.: t'llt-GPJH'ri11. ::o a:'i to ;.11aintain the dignit~v 
of 1 h0 ufl:icp in 1 hr- ~anlC' \Ya ,. a~ the other 
St<~tc' of _\c;>trolia. Acco.rding to the 
upkL'':) of the y·nious offires. \YC are not 
dnin!I rho ~-alilt' mnount of bnsinc"c,_ as ::\ew 
South \VoLo. :tntl Victorin. Th~ coet of 
u·)kt'J·p 0f th(~ Queensland ~_q_;·e-:Jt-Gcncral'~ 
c,,fi,.,, i· £10.997; the c·o,t of tht• ::\'cw South 
\YalPs ...--\Q'r'n~-Gc•J·ernl'R of-fir0 i~ £7.228: of 
the 1-'ict·-' iHil Agcnt·G·•ncral' office. £8.250; 
of 1h" f.'ourh Au~1r£diau Agcnt-G0neral'~ 
office·. :!:.'5.2·~4: and of ihf' V\,..c·stcrn Australian 
Agt•nt-Gcneral's dftc•c. £4.788. 

Th, St·rnET.\TIY FOH rc:nuc I""THccnox : 
Our !'Xports ex-cPecl our in1porh. 

}h. KERR: If tlw hon. gentleman 
bcliPYc:. that. h0 i~ rnaking a vcrv big rnis­
takt•. .\ 'choolboy could tell the hon. gentle­
lllan "\Yhy otn P-..::lJCJrt« exceerl our imr)orts. 

}fr. F. A. C'ooi·En; Can the hon. gpntle­
m>'ll tell u,; ·: 

l\Ir. KERR: \Ye are indenting from the 
othPr S,;,tr·'· llcrP we han• the Queemland 
Agent-Geonral'~ office co~ting- about ,£10.000. 
and t ht· other Statos ·do HOt reach that 
figlJJ'(', 

The PHE1I!Ell: J bP~icH' that ::\',•w South 
\\~nle~.; :tnd ·victoria pay in addition a con­
~idPral>le ,-:unl io cngiJlf'cring ftrnt~ for the 
insJH'C'tior1 of JllatPriaJ. 

:VIr. KERR: Pm;~ihlv eo. Does the Prc­
_miPl' nH•an tD in fur tlla i 1-H_' arC' not doing 
that? 

The' PnE;\liER; \Ye• pay om· O\Yil inspectors. 

}h. K E,RH: Onr i!Hlent.s al1lount to about 
£250.000. and if tlw ntlter States arc not 
llaying- their O'Y11 in~pcctor~. then our offiec 
mc~>r be oYer~taffecl. 

Thr· PRE.Il!EH: The Xew South \YaleB and 
"\:'"ictorian GoYernnH.'llts pay an extra antount 
to -:ngint:cring- firms to do that vYork. 

:VIr. KERR; That may be' u more 
eco1wmic nwth(;cl, bcC'aUf:(! t'hcir sclTirc~ arc 
11or ('ontir:uallY requir0d. For rates. rent, 
and in ,urnncc i11 cot1ection IYith the Queens­
land .-\gt-nt-G£'ll£'rar ... office, wn pay sontc­
thini.J.· ill thl) yicinitv of t}w \Yhnlc cost of the 
ll)Jk~cp of the \Y~"tern .\u·,tralian ,\g·cn1-
Gf'nL•ral\ office. Surely there i~ son1eihinp: 
wron;4 there•. I hop<' that the Premier 1Yil1 
noi· nnly g-ive us an explanation. but his 
opini·Hl. whether. as recommended bv );Ir. 
Shoppard. the ofl)cial secrdai'Y in Australia 
Home to the Commonwealth Government, the 
offir~' of th<" ~.\gent·Genc·ral shank! not Jw 
tran"f<'nod to A nstrn lia House and the 
present offices l ~t. The Agent-General said 
that was an easy thing to do and wonld be 
.a profitable transaction, and that the 
offices should not be in an isolated posi­
tion. The taxpaye1· will ha vc to pay the 
e-xtra expens('. but 1-YO have to remember 
that Queensland is but a cog· in the wheel of 
Au~trulia. Australia lionse is a nla!2;niflcent 
building. and a credit to Australia. 'and the 
office of onr Ao:em-General should be 
.situ a te·d there. · 

[Mr. Ken·. 

:\h. TAYLOR (Windsor): I have listened 
to the diseu.;;~ion on 1-he .:.\gent-General's 
offit /'' and ha Y'l' read the staten1ents n1ade 
by the Inte -~gent-General with regard to 
the rwc·cssitv ancl use of that office. If we 
are to take· into consideration t-he work per~ 
formed by the late Agent-General and con· 
sicler it as tho whole of tho work required to 
be canied out· by an Agent-GeneraL then 
we should shut up the office. Personally, I 
think that is not so. There is anv amount of 
1·con1 for an .... ~gent-General in" London to 
!'<'present this State and carry out effertiYe 
work. \Yhcn a person accepts the position 
of _.Ageni-Gcnf'ral for a Stat·e such as Qneen~­
land he is uot only repres·enting the GoYern­
mcnt thoro for the rc·ception of tenders for 
certain articlPs required by the State but 
the intoresh of th,. State as a whole_ It is 
recognised, when he accepts the position, that 
he has to fulfil thoee duties. The late Agent­
Generrtl '"aid that the position is a. sinecure. 
It is not a sineC'ure. There is anv an1ount 
of work to be done to occupy the whole 
o£ the time of eyery man who accepts the 
position and adequately represent the State. 
None of the other States has thought it worth 
jt~ while to wjthclraw jts Ag-ent-General 
from London. The GoYernment should, if 
possible, clear up the statements made by 
the late Agent-General. He made a refer­
pnce to graft. l-Ie profosscc, to know some­
thing about that matter. and he should giYo 
the fullest possible information to the Pre-
1nior or GoYern1n-ent 'vi1h regard to matters 
of that kind. Hon. members are verv much 
in the dark as to what happened when the 
Pn•mier and the late Agent-General met in 
]';'cw York. I do not know whether the 
Premier gaye Mr. Fihelly a bit of his mind 
'"hen thev met there; but, if he did not. 
he shou!cl'haYe -done so. I only hope he did. 
and that he told him during the conversation 
to go somewhere. The proceedings in con­
nection with the Yacation of the Agent· 
General's offtce by ::Ylr. Fihelly, so far as we 
are ablo to judge in Queensland. were most 
irrcc;ular. He appears to haY·O flouted thP 
GoYPrnnwnt in every possible way. He. took 
the bit in his teeth. as it were, and resrgnecl 
in an irregular 1nain1er fron1 an appoinhnent 
that he had received in good faith. \Ylwn 
a man reeciyes an appointment like that 
from the Go,-ornmcnt he should carry out 
the ·specifications of the contract in their 
entiretv unlcsK he and the Goyprnm.ent come 
to an ag-reement under ,vhich he can vacate 
the posltion. 

I do not know anvthing about what has 
been said in ronnodion with the location of 
the Agent-General's office, but the Govern­
nwnt should know their own mind. and the 
opinion of other Governments as to whether 
the presPnt offices are suitable or not .. It 
is a matter which the Governm<Jnt nnght 
very well consider. 

It has been said that political appoint­
ments have been made to the position of 
Agent-General. That has bpen the case for 
a number of ,-ears, not only in Queensland. 
hut all oyer Australia. 

I do think that it is manv a long year 
,,]n('~' the StatP had a:'3 Ag~nt-Gcncral an 
official to compare with Sir Thomas Robinson 

when he occupifld that position. 
f2.30 ]l.ln.] Apart altogether from party 

matters. I think that, if anv 
man e\" 'I' carried out the duties of Agf nt­
Genoral offirienth- and thoroughJ,,--I am not 
~ayi1q . .!' anything about the gentlcn1an \vho is 
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-about to fill th~ position-it \'·as Sir Thomas 
Hobinwn. I think there are certain posi· 
tions, cspeciallv that of Ag-cnt·GPneral. that 
should not be filled by politicians. 

Mr. GOLLIXS: Tell us what is \Hong with 
politicians. 

Mr. TAYLOR: A good manv thinoes are 
wrong with politicians. Jf the hon. m~mGer 
'vi!! onl:v travel outside a little and hear what 
people have to say about politicians. he will 
s.omJ get his (•yes open0rl. Politicjans are not 
hclrl in high Pst •cm bv the pcoplu outsid,•. 
\Yhethcr thPy arc right or wrong. I an1 not 
g:oing to say. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: They arc wrong. 
The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC l:-<STRCCTIOX: 

'\Yhv squib on your " cobbcrs "? 

::Yir. TAYLOR: I think mvself that in the 
JUajority of C<1~es politici~nf are Hticrlv 
-incapahl(~ of carrying our such duti0~. I ha\':' 
said this not onlv in connection \•;ith the 
office of _t\.gent-Gc'rieral but in connection \Yith 
.other nu1ttcr.-.. \Yith regard to l\Ir. Huxha1u, 
I certain!;.~ think that we haTe i11 hin1 a 
gentleman who will worthilv repres('nt the 
Stat•. lie is a man who co.nunauds rPslH'c1-
not only in this {'ham her but throughout th,, 
lcn.~·th and breadth of Queensland. and pro· 
bably throughout those parts of AustralirL 
where he is known. That docq not alter the 
·fact that politicians should not lw appointed 
·to a position like this. This position in,~o}v('~ 
not only governmental matters but other 
matters of importance, and I think the best 
.man obtainable should get the position. At 
prc~cnt we anJy get frorn the Agent-General 
nu annual report dealing with this markd and 

-chat market. It C'an be of no use as the 
.information is many months old ~vhen it 
"reaches us. \Vh:v should we not recci-re a 
:uonthly report from the Agent·Gcn •raJ keep· 
mg our people m touch with the existing 
n1arkets-not on]:v the n1arkpts operating in 
London but other Continental markets 
opPratir.lg to the. ~~dvan~agc or di~aclvantage 
of and Jn C'ompe!ItJOn wrth QuPC'nsland? \YL' 
.should rerei,·e a monthl:v report as to what is 
happening o_r is likely to hapllL'Jl, so far as 
the Agent·General call det "rmine. This 
\\~oulcl give us accurate information to p1ace 
hefom our people. Xot only the Go.-·,Tnmont 
but the people of Australia o·pnorall v arr• 
interested in the export of our bprimarv pro. 
·ducts. \\Te ar, absolutely dependent 0;1 that 
at prescni. If it were not for our export of 
wool, I do not know where we \Yould bP. 

'There are other matters associated \Yith th<' 
<'XJlOrt trad<? of Queensland on which \VC want 
particular adYice fron1 tin1e to tin10, and not 
m a report at the end of each vear. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC Ixcrncrcnox: 
Do you not get your rable reports £r01n 
London every day? 

Mr. TAYLOR: We do. 
The SECRETARY FOR Pcsuc IxsTRFCTIOK: 

Then whv do You want the c\g nt·General to 
send thei11 ? ' 

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. g·cntleman and 
other hon. men1bers opposite are aJwavs sav­
ing· that those cable reports arP" froin 
int_ercsted parti?s, \vho ~ave an advantage to • 
gam. I take rt that, If the Agent·Gencral 
sent those reports, he would he a disinterested 
pr-rso:n. 

Mr. Duxsn;.;: You seem to be backing up 
the idea. 

sir. TAYLOR: I am not backincr it up at 
·:all. If the Agcnt·Goneral sent those daily 

rc:port~. h0 \Votdd not b0 representing an;; 
indrtstr:v or callin;J·. That ought to [,p of 
Ya!m•. If the reports arc to be of any value, 
it depends abwlutoly on the nmn sendino 
them and on his c::tpacitv. If he has not thl' 
capacity, then, of cour.s:c,~the reports are of 110 

Ya!ue at all. \Ve must haYe someone' with a 
keen knowledge of what is happening with 
reg~r.d to t'XliOrts and in1ports, if he i~ to bL· 
of any usP. 

I hope thut the Prerm ·r. for the sake of the 
office and of Queensland generally, will take 
tho public into his confidence with rog·ard to 
the Agent·Gencral and the charges that havP 
heen made b:: the late occupant of the office. 
If there is anything· in these charges, ]et us 
know it. If lw fmds it impossilJ!o to hold an 
inquiry which will be of any use, I am quirr• 
prepared to accept that. It then will not bl' 
thl' fr,ult of t hl' Premier, but the hon. g·C'nt]p. 
mvn should endeaYour to dear up thesl' 
matters so that tlw people of Queensland can 
bP sutid-ir.d that C'Yf'rything in connection with 
the Agcnt-GL)ncral's office is what it should b ' . 

Mr. RlOHDAX (lJurkt): A good deal of 
this deLate has centred round the necessity 
for an Agent-General's office in London, and 
I hope it yyj]] not Gc too long before the• 
debate is ended. It is ridiculous to hav<' 
a11 Avent-Goneral in London to represent 
each :State, as thL' High Commissioner for 
thC' Commonwealth could do all that is 
necessary. 

As regards the odour in which politicians 
arc held by the friends nf hon. membPrs 
oppo,ite. this would continue while the lwn. 
member giYes publicity to rumours of this 
kind. 

:VIr. Yowu:s: It is a direct statement 
by a responsible person. 

Mr. RIORDAX: If it is a direct state· 
ment by a rcspon·.ibk person, then it is his 
own fault for getting into bad odour with 
tlw people outside. I think tho hem. mem· 
her for I.Yindwr was speaking for himself 
it1 regard to that 1natter. The position of 
Agcnt-Gr-neral is practically a connnel'Cia l 
tra,-ellcr's job. Tho office serves Yery littlP 
purpose, and the State does not get a proper 
return for the money oxpcnclcd. and thP 
woncr the office is abolished the better it 
will be for the Sta tc. 

Mr. 1\'ARRE~ (Jrurrum ha): I do not 
agr0e with the remarks of the last speaker, 
as I think an Agent.General is absolutely 
ccsential. but the office should be remodelled 
on business Iincs. I think we at this end 
arP just as much to blame as those at the 
other end. c\ t the present time, if anybody 
in Queenslr111d desires to send samples to th" 
Agcnt·Genoral. he has to go in a roundabout 
n1anner to do it, and we should have in Bris­
bane an officer to represent the' Ag·ent­
General so that we could send our samples 
to Great Britain without trouble. The iron. 
m em bcr for Oxlcv referred ta some artie!P,; 
sent to the AgeJ1t.Gcneral in London that 
arrived in bad condition. That was the 
fault of the people at this end, and not tlw 
fault of those indi,-iduals who prepared thP 
articles, because they did not send them to 
the Ag-ent·General. If we had some officer 
on this side who would be responsible for 
sPncling eamples homo and for the obtaining 
of rl'ports as to their suitability for the 
home marko1. it would be of immense ad.-an. 
tag-c to the producers here. At the pr0,cmt 
tin1o the co-operative con1panies cannot mak(' 
use' of the Agcnt.General'o office because it 
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1s not managed on business lines. If the 
UoYornmcnt made the office efficient, then 
WP could use it for the purpose of exhibiting 
our goods, and it could also obtain informa­
tion as to where t]w best markets are. The 
hon. member for Fitzroy talked about State 
socialism If the Agent-Geneml's office is to 
be anything of that sort, then wipe it out 
altogether. But, if you make it what it was 
intended to be instead of proyiding a rosy 
position or a social position for some poli­
ti.cian, then I am convinced that the people 
of Queensland, and the producers in parti­
cular, will be very grateful. I have Lathing 
to Fay against the gentleman who is now 
occupying the position. I think that the 
remuneration which is being paid is alto­
gether too little. I do not think we shall 
get the man we want, who will feel the pLtlse 
of the. British markets and give us that 
useful mformation which is so essential to 
the producers here. for the amount we are 
~a:ying. at the present time. The cost of 
hvmg . m ~ngland is very high, and I do 
not thmk It Is possible to "et a man who is 
absolutely suitable to fill the bill to make 
his home for such a length of time in the 
old country for the emolument which is 
ofFered. It was reported when the Premier 
was in England, that he said that he would 
suggest a business man for the position, ancl 
l thought that the partv oppoei~e had 
accepted his opinion and "that a busines' 
man would bo appointed, which would havo 
been a v:ry wise move. \Vhether " graft" 
or anythmg else of an undesirable nature 
is taking place in the Agent-General's office 
or not, it is about time that the office was 
overhauled and a better system adopted. 

Ho~. _J. G. APPEL (Albrrt): I take it 
!hat. 1t 1s the function of the Opposition to 
defend the Governnwnt in connection with 
thf· happenings or the true reasons which 
.actuated the return of the two late Agents­
General, _whom they themselves appointed 
out of their own ranks and who prior to such 
appomtment held ministerial office. One mat­
ter which has struck me in connection with 
the discussion which has ranged round the 
la.te Agent-General is this: Where are Mr. 
FI!wlly's friends . to-day? (Opposition 
laughter.) Insmuatwns have been made in 
regar~ to Mr. Fihelly--certainly not by the 
l'1:e~Cnwr,_ \\ho stated that Mr. Fihelly was 
dfic1ent m the performance of his duty; and 
I dare say that most of us remember the 
trouble tak~n and the inquiries made bv 
Mr. F1helly 111 connection with the marketing 
of Queensland meat, butter, and other pro­
ducts-but there is a kind of atmosphere 
that the late Agent-General has done some. 
thing which ho should not have done. Mr. 
FJbclly .and I have alwavs been politicallv 
opposed and w~ havc fought many a hard 
battle, but he 1s a man with whom I have 
a personal f~iendship, and whom I have 
always recogmsed as being a man of .ability. 
HP 1nust hayo had abilitv or ho -vrouk1 noL 
han' occupied the respons'ible position which 
he held in his party, nor would he have been 
looked upon bv his party as one of its leader'' 
whene:'er ability was required, more particu­
larly m connection with election campaigns. 
Yet to-day apparently he is deserted by the 
men who sho_uld have stood by him through 
thwk and thm. and his name is received in 
sllence. Although Mr. Fihelly was my politi­
cal opponent, I have always had a regard 
fnr lum as a personal friend. Vi' e all know 
that the late Agent-General was a very 
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active n1an-alv, ays 'yanting to do something 
-and I can quite realise that, when he 
became Agent-General and entcred on the 
duties of his office in London, he found that 
he was circumscribed and hemmed in. When 
the maturing loans had to be renewed and 
the financial institutions in London ncgo­
tiated with, the negotiations might well have 
been left to him, but he found that he was 
sideb·acked. With the knowledge I have of 
Mr. Fihelly, I can quite realise that he felt 
accordingh', and there is no doubt he is not 
a man who would be content to be side­
tracked when a responsibility arose in which 
he might take an active part and show that 
he had the energy and ability within him to 
carry out the negotiations. 

There is one other matter "hich I wish 
io mention. I have been struck by the fact 
that no mention has been made bv the Chit>f 
Socretarv of the system of nomin"atcd immi­
grants. ·I would iik<' to know whether any 
provision is made this year for that system 
of immigration, because I consider that by 
that means we have obtained some of the 
most valuable immigrants that have ever­
bN·n introduced into Queensland. 

The PRE1IIER: The matter is always pro· 
vided for in the Trust Estimates. 

Hox. ,J. G. APPEL: I am particularly 
concerned about this matter, because I am 
of opinion that they are the most valuable 
immigrants we have ever had. They were 
always of a good class, and they always go 
strnight to the care of the friends who have 
nominated them and who make arrangements 
for their future. 

Thoro is another matter in regard to the· 
Estimates generally which I may as well 
mention whilst I am on my feet. although 
I did not intend to do so when I rose to· 
speak. I refer to the fact that hon. members 
are some"·hat handicapped on the present 
Estimates owing to the fact that the depart­
mental reports have not been circulated, as 
is the usual custom. Had they been avail­
able. it would haYe been possible for hon. 
members to offer more criticism or otherwise 
with such information in connection. with 
the departments. In m:c· opinion and from 
mv experience it is wise to have the reports 
"~hen we arc discuF>'3ing th-e Estimates, and 
I am carry that it has not been possible in 
this case, because hon. members .are able to 
dic·cus, them only in a general way instead of 
specifically as her·etofore. 

1\lr. :\100RE pubigny): With reference 
to the statement of Mr. Fihelly, I would 
like to point out that the charges were not 
levelled against him. Charges have been 
leYellhl against the Government. Definite 
chargPs were laid, and the definite state­
ment was made bv him that the office of 
Ao-cnt-Gcncral wa's .:t srnccure and not 
rc'Quircd, and that it -was " overrun 1oYi th 
graft.'' 

The PRE:.\riER: It 1night ha ye been a defi­
nite f;harge, but it 'vas -not ycry specific. 

'VIr. :lc!OORE: It is the duty of the Go· 
vcrn:ment to obtain a specific charge. W"'hen 
an _\g·ent-General comes back and makes a 
definite datcmcnt. it i' the duty of the 
GoYernment to sift that statement and ascer· 
t.ain what is in it. Instca·d of that, we find 
that, as soon as the Premier cornes back, an 
appointment is made. Before he came bade 
there were rumours all romH] the country 
that a certain person was to he appointed. 
The usual thing happened-the person who it 
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was rumoured would be appointed denied 
that there >Yas anythi11g in the st1tement. 
On the Prt nicr's return he was asked. to 
rerei;· a deputation from the Brisbane 
Chamber of Commerce, so that they might 
put fon\ ard their yie\YS in connection tvith 
the suggcHcd appointment of a businc".:; nw.n 
to the position. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That ;yas " Bob " Joycc. 

:\Ir. ::YIOORE: I do not know that anv 
particular incJividual '"as mentioned. Tho 
Chan1ber of Commerce requested that they 
should br> allmYed to put their view-; before 
the l'rr·micr. The Premier put them nff, 
and before the~,r cDnld intPrYievv hin1 Mr. 
H uxha m ;yas a 6pointed. I ha ye nothing to 
sa:-· against :VIr. IIuxham, but when an 
\gent-General cou1cs back and ·1nakes the 

definite statement that the office is of no 
ya]ue and should be abolished. then the 
matter should be inquired intD before taking 
any hasty actiDn in appointing someonP e19o 
-anotht•r politician-to the position. It 
looked as thoug-h the Government were 
dc:~irc:.us of getting ~o1nc person <Jut of the 
\Yav to make roon1 for son1eone lovrer do·wn. 
Th(~rl' is no chargP against the 0-x-Agent­
General. but there is a charge against the 
Gm·ernnwnt. 

}fr. HARTLEY: The trouble i~ that WO did 
not appoint your norninee, "Bob" Jo:yce. 

:\Ir. :\tOORE: My no·ninee, as the hon. 
geiJt1C'n1:ln sa'-~? 

:'\[ r. HARTLEY: The nominee of your crowd. 

:\Ir. :V100RE: The only suggestion about 
Mr. Joycc ;yas contained in a cable pub­
lished in tlw Press to the cffc>rt that the 
Premier vvas g·oing to appoint :Mr. Joycc. 

Hon. ::YL J. KmwA~: That cable ncyer 
can1e. 

:Ylr. ::\IOORE: Whether it came or not, it 
appeared in ihe Pres'"'. 

The PRElriER: There was no cable from 
1110 to the Goyerntncnt suggesting tho 
appointment of Mr. J oycc. 

:VIr. :\IOORE: I do not say there was a 
cable from the hon. gentleman to the Go­
vernment, but the 'tatoment was made that 
hC' ;yas fining to appoint Ji,Ir. Joyce. The 
Goyernment ehould have taken the public 
into its confidence before makino- another 
anpointment. If anv GovPrnn1ento sends an 
iD.diYiductl hon1e. and~ after two years' experi­
f'nce that offirial rnakes a definite totatmnent 
that the office should be abolished, i hen 
bdnrc another appointment is made ir,for· 
mation should he g·iyen to the public as to 
the concctncss or otherwise of the state­
ment. 

The PnE:>nER: Does the hon. gentleman 
think that 011 that .datcment we are \Var­
-rarltcd ill haYing an inquiry'! 

Mr. MOOHE: I most certainly do think 
F-0. 

The PRE:,!IER: He did not make the state­
nJcnt as Agent-GeneraL 

:\Ir. :Y100HE: He made it the next day. 
It is only snlitting Btraws to saY that wh0n 
he had reached Queensland he was no longer 
Ag;ent.General. 

The PRE~!IER: A statement from the 
Ap.:Pnt-General generally cal'ries rnuch 1norc 
authority than would otherwise be the ease. 

:VIe ::Y100RE: I suppose that as an official 
of the Goyernment he <'ould not make tho 

same statement as a 11aid official. but as ~oo::!l 
ae he w•s hoe to make it. h, did make it. 

The l0 RE)f!EH: If he f'lrmd that there ;yas 
an.Ything· irregular in the Agent-General's 
office he 'houid have made a report. 

:\Tr. :\.JOORF.: He should ha Ye made a 
report to come before this Chamber, and no 
appointn:ent should have l1een macle until 
the matter had been inYestigated. 

The l'RDliER : I agree that he should 
haYc made a report on the subject. 

:\Ir. ::YIOORE: The statement was mad<' 
public:, and it appeared in the Press, and the 
m;;tter should have been cleared up before 
another appointment was made. It would 
haYc onlY been an act of courtesv on the 
part of tho Premier to hanl receiYNl the 
deputation 'from the Clurmber of Commerce 
in BrirLan(> bofore n1aking a hasty appoint­
ment. It did not look ;yell. and the whole 
position v. anted inYe3ti.!!ating before the 
appointn!C'Ilt ,,, as rnadc~ 

Quhtion put and passed. 

Al:D!T OFFICE. 

The PRE:\liER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore. 
Cl~i11ur;or): I brg to .lllOYe~ 

''That £15,981 be g-ranted for 'Audit 
Office.' " 

Quc--tiou put and pas:::-ed. 

1:\TELL!GE~CE .\~D TOUUST BUREAC. 

The PR E:\IIER (Hon. E. G. Theodorc, 
Chi11uuor): I beg to nioYe-

,, That £3,120 be granted for 'Intelli­
gence and Tourist Burc.au.' " 

ivir. ELPHINS'l'OXE (Oxley): I han' 
noticed quite a lot of comment 111 Bris­
bane in the last dav or two in refer­
ence to 1\Ir. P. J. Xally, an officer of this 
department. I understand that he has been 
Yisiting America. I would like to know If 
Mr. N ally Yisited that part of the >_vorltl 
-,;ith the authoritv of the GoYernment. If so, 
what he was paid, what duty he performed, 
and anv other information that is available? 
I Imd0rshud that Mr. N ally has been 
Pngaged by the GoYcrnment during the last 
fe,,,~ years in compiling in book form record~ 
of the Yarious beauty spots of Queensland. 
I would like to know if he Yisited America 
with anY official status and what he \Yas 
paid. .. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E G. 'I'heodore, 
Chillayoc): JYlr. Kallc· is an officer of tho 
Intelligence and Tourist Bureau. He was 
entitled to certain leave a.nd took that ]eaye 
in America at his ow·n expense. He \Vas not 
paid an3 expenses by the GoYernment. 

Ho~. J. G. APPEL (Albcrt): I would like 
to say a 1\'ord in praise of the senires to_ 
Queensland of lYlr. Eaborn, the director of 
the Sydnev branch of the Intelligence and 
Tonrist Bureau. 

The PREMIER : ~\ Ycry good officer. 

Hoc;r .• J. G. APPEL: He is a most cour­
teous officer, and takes the greatest pains 
to see that all the wants and requirements 
of inquirers arc attended to and provided 
for. I am Yery glad to s,oe that the slight 
increase of £40 has been m a de in his salary. 
It is really very ;yell deserved, but his 
n!n1uneration is eYcn now Yerv sn1all for 
such an pfficicnt officer when compared with 
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the salar~· of a similar officer in New South 
·wales. I haYe very much pleasure indeed 
in exproseing my thanks to that gentleman 
foe what he has done for me individually. 

The PnniiER: Hear, hear! He is a very 
r;-ood officer. 

1\Ir. TAYLOR (Windsor): Some hon. 
members have just returned from a visit 
of inspection to the irrigation scheme at 
Castle Creek. Hon. members arP anxious 
to sec that scheme n1adc a very great success. 
I observe that provision is made in thcsL' 
Estimates for an assistant photographer at 
£205. I take it !hat the Government wish 
to get settlers up in that area as soon as 
pm-·iblc, and I suggest to the Government 
the advi-.abilit:. of -~he Intelligence and 
Tourist Bm·eau, through the Irrigation Com­
n1i~sione1·, secnring a set of motion picture 
slides to be displayed throughout Queens­
land and Australia in order to advertise 
that area. 

The PRE)IIER: I am 11repared to consider 
that suggestion. 

l\Ir. TAYLOR: Thank ;~·m1. It will be 
~ye]] \YOrih the money it will C'Jst. 

Question put and passed. 

;m;SEC'\I, BRISBAK£. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
•Chilla(fOC): I beg to move-

" That £3,391 be granted for 
' l\iusctlln, Brisbane.' " 

Question put and passed. 

PGBLIC LIBRARY OF Ql"EEKSLAKD. 

The PREMIER (Hon. K G. Theodorc. 
Chil1a(!nc): I beg to move-

" That £2.013 be granted for ' Public 
Library of Queen gland.' " 

1lr. KERH (Enog(!cm): When I was in the 
l0 ublic Library some months ago, I heard a 
TOnHlrk which gave rise to my present SlJ{'ech. 
_._-\. gcntlenHL!l in the library saidl "Don't wake 
it up." I think that remark applies pretty 
aptly to the lihrilry. From wlnt I could sec 
of it, after studying it for some time, I think 
it is more of a sheltering institntion for those 
who frcqtwnt Queen's Gardens. V\Te are 
spending £2,000 a year on this institution, 
and I would like to sc-e it reorganised. 
PPrhaps an inYf'stigation could b0 n1ade in 
ihc Sol!thern States to sco how th •. ·ir public 

librarif'' are operating. I want io 
f3 ]1.m.l draw a comptuison bet\Yeen ou1 

dead Public Librarv and the live 
institutions of the South. Year after vear 
vye haYo heC'n pas.<;:ing this vote, and nothin?; 
has h. en ·-aid or done to gah·anise the institu­
tion into life. I shall quote the number of 
\·olunle';, in the various libraries-

Svdrw•: ... 
:Vlol!Jonrnc 
Adelaide 
Perth 

Volumes. 
314,000 
282,000 
114,000 
114.000 

'\Vhile in Qu0·"nsland we have a misPrahle 
43.000 Yolun;.es. That alone -does not signify 
a gTeat dear, but Ill Melbourne and Adelaide 
thP libraries ar·c groat assets to the State. 
They arc lending libraries, and send their 
books out to every country district. Our 
library is doing nothing of a similar nature. 
The library· connected with the Railway 
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Departm:·nt. of \Yhich the Assist ant Home 
Secretary has a knowl0dge, i~ an excellent 
institution so far as thP raihYa~· employees 
are concerned. 'I,hat institution sends books 
over the whole of Queensland. 

Hon. :211. J. Kmw.\K: Of course, it has the 
adY'lntnge of the raihvays behind it. 

:VIr. F-\RRELL: The librarv of the v\" orkcrs' 
Education:d ..:\_~,~ociatiou op~'ratc:" in thL' san1e 
wa:L 

1\Ir. IZEHH: Our Public Library is a tax 
on Qu(·Cn!'iland, and we r:,hould CJ.nsidcr tho 
rwcessity of bringing it to a similar level with 
those of the Southern State,. One realises 
that there arf' n1any private libraries. It is 
YPrv expensiYc to join a private library. I 
know sonw private libraries where you pay 
6d. to take out one book. Hon. member" can 
irnagine that with book~ ~hanging hands 
al1out twenty-six times a year, each book 
brlng:3 in a good an1ount of molH y. 

Hon . .i\1. J. KrRWA:-1: That is the lwot 
·peculation 1 have h-eard of yet. Do they 
lend the "Courier " and '·Daily }tlail "; 

Mr. KEHR: It is a g·ood speculation. The 
hnn. g·cntlcrnan has brought up another point 
which is a very pertinent one \vhile we are 
d aling with the subject of libraries. Why 
are we asked to vay 2d. for our daily pa pcrs 
in Brisbane, when they pay only 1d. m 
Sydney? 

Hon. :\.I. J. KIRWAK: I will see the Com­
missioner of Pric"s tthout that. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KERH: \Ye are backward so far as 
our Public Library is conc·erncd. In \Vcstern 
Amtralia--a Stat;, with a smaller vopulation 
than Qm'cnsland·-thore arc 263 publ[c 
libra rics, as against 206 in Qucen~land. I 
\L nt to in1press upon the Cornrnittec the 
n<'C('R~it-\7 for itnpro~.~crnent In this n1attcr. Our 
Public Librarv could yerv well he extended to 
meet the requ"irements of the school libraries. 
It coul-d assist the school children if we utilis"d 
our present rcscJUrC'es as a n1eans of exchanging 
"''cl furnishing books for the school libraries. 

The Public Library of Queensland, on 
which we spend over £2,000, could very well 
be galvanised into life. I would like to 
,ee this librarv created· a separate entity 
so that it wo~1ld be in a position to do 
something of value in the community, more 
especially in regard to circulating libraries 
and in regard to State schools. The hon. 
member for Herbert recently stated that 
there was going to be introduced into this 
Honse a Bill to provide a maximum of 
£2,000 for buildings for schools of arts and 
libraries. That is another instance of mem­
bers going outside Parliament to make 
announcements as to what is going to 
happen in Parliament at some subsequent 
date. I do not know whether the Premier 
is in the position to say that it is proposed 
to expend on libraries in Queensland and 
schools of arts a maximum of £2,000, as 
stated by the hon. member. 

The CI-IAIRJ\IAN : Order ! 

Mr. KERR: I recommend that considera­
tion be given to the question of public 
libraries, and that the Public Library of 
Queensland be galvanised into an institutic n 
that will render good service to the people 
and provide the free circulation and exchange 
of books throughout the \vhole of Queensland, 
which will be of groat benefit to this Statf'. 

Question put and passed. 
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PcBLIC' SERnCE CQ)DIISSIOKER. 

The PRE~HER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chi/luyor): I bPg to move-

" That £7,730 be granted for 'Public 
ScrYice Com1uissioner.' " 

:VIr. KERR (Erwygera) : This i'1 ': very 
important vote, and I do not thmk It 
should go through without some remark. 
It will be noted from the Estimates that the 
sum asked for this v0ar is £7,730, and, if 
you turn to the year '1920, you will find that 
in that year lees than half that sum was 
required. W o find that the staff has been 
built up by the appointment of additional 
inspector,, that it is functioning in avenues 
where it should never hctve functioned, and 
thoro has been a good deal of trouble and 
discontent-whether ::\'Iinisters know it or not 
1 do not know-in thcl public sen·ice hy 
reason of the inspectors usurping tho func­
tions of tho UndPr Secretaries. If you read 
the duties of inspectors under the Public 
Service Act, you will find that they and not 
the U ndcr Secretaries arc responsible for 
the control of tho departments. In the olden 
da>s an Under Secretarv had complete con­
trol of his staff and the" efficient working of 
his department, but too much pin-pricking 
is coming in to-day. It will be recollected 
that the Victorian police fight was caused hy 
what IYere kno1~.rn as " pin pricks in the 
service." 

Hon. :u. J. KmwAK: You do not suggest 
that the public service inspectors are on the 
::.ame plane. do you? 

:VIr. KERR: I am pointing out that the 
GovC'rnmcnt are appointing inspectors to do 
the work of the "Under Secretaries. and I can 
prove my words hy quoting what their dutiec 
are. The duties of inspectors are-

" (i.) The efficiency, economy, and 
general working of the department. 

" (ii.) Overlapping as between depart­
ment and department, branch and branch. 
officer and officer. Concrete recommen­
dations as to meeting samD, with graph 
in illustration. 

"(iii.) Understaffing and overstaffing. 
Recommendations as to necessary adjust­
Ulents. 

" (iv.) Ratio of juniors to seniors which 
111jght be Jnaintaincd and sizo of section 
which it should be possible for a respon­
sible officer to control. 

" (v.l' Pcrticulars of work performed 
by '"ac h officer. 

" (vi.) Aptitude of ctn officer for the 
work and general suitability for the 
position. 

·' (,·ii.) If salary is within the auio­
matic S'"ale. whether the work has 
reached wfficient importance to war­
rant classification. 

" (viii.) Whether any classified officer 
is in receipt of a greater salary than is 
reasonably sufficient for the work per­
formC'd bv him. Recommendations for 
adjustinPr:~t. 

" (ix.) Arrangement's which arc made 
for giving officers a g·oneral training for 
the filling of the various positions in the 
department. 

" (x.) Standardisation of methods and 
the adoption of uniform methods of pro­
cedure in ca,es where these things are 
desirable and necessary." 

The cost of the office has advanced from 
£3,000 in 1920 to £7,000 at the present time. 
One of the main items of expense is the 
appointment of four inspectors, whose duties 
are to go through the departments and see 
1 hat economy is practised by the officials. 
You can vcrv well allow our Under Secre­
taries and se"nior officers of departments to 
run their own shows. There has been too 
much pin-pricking in the public service 
altogether, and it is not conducive to the 
best interests of the service. 

:\lr. FARRELL: Do YOU want to abolish the 
office altogether? · 

Mr. KERR: I venture to say that before 
inspectors wore appointed to pry into the· 
affairs of public officers we had an equally 
efficient service in Queensland. The hon. 
member lmmvs that, although approximately 
the H1n10 an1ounr of "\York is done now as 
before. it takes ncarlv double the staff to do 
it to-day. \\' c have not been game to tackle 
this question, hut it should be tackled, and 
this is the place I o tctclde it. I do not agree 
with in.~pectors going round and usurping 
the functions of others. There should he 
son1e co-ordinating anthoritv in the serYice. 
Vi' e ha-cl originally a boa.rd composed of 
Under Secretctries which did wrv excellent 
work. • 

11r. FARRELL: I agree with vou that we 
have appoinlcd a Czar as l~ublic Sen·ice 
Commissioner. 

Mr. KERR: That i' what I have previ­
ously pointed out. \Vhat does Mr. Story 
say 'vhen an jucreasc con1es along:· He 
says-

" The correct time at which variations 
"hould take effect was obviously from the­
beginning of the financial year, as yaria­
tions of clctssification were closelv int.er­
wown with the financial policy" of th& 
Government." 

\Yo know what a di,astrous financial position 
the State is in, and lhat on account of that 
the State public service suffered a reduction 
of 5 per cent. In m~· opinion, there is no 
need for him to usurp the functions of the 
1Jnder Secretaries and senior officers, who 
should be given an opportunity of doing­
their work without this unnecessarv inter­
ference. There "·ould he a better result 
obtained in the public service than hy the· 
appointment of the officers who ar<J no\v 
being appointed. 

A GoVER;;ME;;T :\IE1!BER: The service \Ya;c 
previously controlled by Commissioners. 

Mr. KERR: The Under Secretm7 IS 

responsible to the Minister. If lOO inspec­
tors go into his depariment, he is still the 
responsible officer. If some outsider can go 
in on tho g-round of ;;;c0ing to f'conomy and 
efficiency, the Under Secretary not only loses 
control nf things but loses interest in his 
work. That is the position in the public 
serYico to-day. 

Another point I want to deal with is in 
regard to the affiliation of the Publirr 
Service Association with the Australian 
Labour party. To my thinking, unionism 
to-day has reached a point which is very 
desirable. But, when you find that the 
public servants of the Sta'te are taken beyond 
the realms of unionism and placed in a 
political wing of an organisation to cultivate 
a political ideal-that is, the Labour ideal­
ihen I sav that vou will find the public 
senants deteriorating in the eyes of the 
people. I say that many boys who would 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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ginl the very best service in the public 
servicB will not venture into it because they 
find that thev ha,-e to carry out Labour 
ideals. · 

The CHAIRMAK: Order! Will the hon. 
member connect his remarks vvith the vote? 

:Yir. KERR: Certainly. I say that the 
public servants invoh-cd under the vote we 
are discussing arc forced to join a political 
union. 

Hon. 11. J. KIRWAX: They are not forced 
at all. It is a matter of choice_ 

:Ylr. KERR: They took a vote of the public 
servants and the result was unfavourable. 

The CHAIRMAJ'\ : Order ! Order ! 
Mr. KERR: If I am not to be permitted 

to discuss the public service under the vote 
for the Public Service Commissioner, I do 
not know where I am going to discuss it. 
The public servants to-day are affiliated with 
the political wing of the Government, 
although they should know no politics. 

Hon. M. J. K!RWAN: There is no vote 
here for the Trades HalL 

Mr. KERR : I am not talking about the 
Trades Hall. I am talking about the hon. 
member's party. This is the only vote where 
we can disc11ss this question. It is a question 
whether .a public sen·ant should be forced 
into joining a political party. 

Mr. HARTLEY : They carried preference to 
unionists, did they not? 

Mr. KERR: I am not talking about that. 
Mr. HARTLEY: That IS the gover·ning 

factor. 
Mr. KERR: Hon. members opposite know 

that thousands of unionists do not vote fot· 
their party and never will. 1 am not talk­
ing about political unionism·, but about the 
rmblir servanb being compelled to join 
the political wing of tho Government. 

The Pm:~IIER : Tlw executive of the asso­
ciation decided that for themselves, and 
were not forced by anybody outside. 

Mr. KERR : The hon. gentleman must 
know what is going on. The executive had 
no right to affiliate the public service with 
Australian Labour Party, as they did. 

l'he PRE~IIER : Does the hon. member sug­
gest that we should have prevented the 
executive from making that decision? 

Mr. KERR: I say that the Government 
vught to have taken action, and not have 
protected the executiv-e, which they did. I 
;•·ay that the executiYe were given specific 
instructions by a majority of the public 
servants who said that they were not going 
to be attached to any political party. The 
hon. gentleman should deal with it. He 
deals with everything else when it suits him; 
but, when it comes to something in favour of 
this Government, lF> does not take that 
action which is absolutely necessarY to 
protect the public servants. I know· that 
hundreds of public servants votPd against 
becoming a part of the political wing· of the 
organisation, but they arc not protected by 
their employers, tho Government. It is time 
some action 1\as taken. vYe expect to get 
the very best from the sen·ants of the Go­
vernment-I venture to say that the majority 
are giving us of their very best-and we 
ought not to injure our chances by bringing 
politics into their livPs and work. Politics 
ought not to enter into the work of outside 
workers, but the publig servants are being 

[Mr. Kerr. 

forced into an organisation. The executive 
i' nothing more or less tha:1 a volitical 
organi·,ation. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAX: You ought to 
address a mass meeting. 

Mr. KERR: Yes, and I would tell them 
vvhat I am saccing here to-daY. I do not 
hide my opinions either hero or outside. 
I am man enough to stand up to what I 
"ay both inside and outsid(' this Chamber. 
It is not in the best interests of the State 
to have the public servants forced under a 
certain political wing. I hope that they 
will use their vote wisely at the plebiscite 
before the next election of officers. During 
a recent debate it was stated that the public 
servants vvcre a privileged clnss. The 
Ministers who made that statc>ment had no 
right to make it. Public servants go to work 
in the morning, work all day, and go home 
at night. How arc they more privileged 
than any other class! It is suggested that 
they have a permanent position. The posi­
tions in the public senice to-day are no 
more permanent than positions in banks, 
insurance companies, or outside firms. As 
a matter of fact, the public servants' posi· 
tions in the clerical divisior, are less secure 
than those of the others I have mentioned. 
Th" reason for that is because the finances 
of the State are in such a bad way that 
you never know when your turn is coming to 
be~ deflated-you can call it deflated or 
retrenched as vou like. A Labour Gov-ern­
ment have no· right to say that the public 
servants are a privileged class. 

Mr. HARTLEY: A Labour Government did 
not say that. 

The CHAIRMAJ'\ : Order ! 

Mr. KERR : I must obey your call to order, 
:Ylr. Pollock. You have giv-en me a very good 
·· g·o." It is extramdinary that :vou have per· 
mitt0d me to go so far. I appreciate it very 
much indeed, because it has been said that; 
you arc a strong man in the right place. You 
ha,-c given me a great deal of latitude. and 
I hope that m:c remarks will be fullv 
considered. ~ 

Question put and pr•-.,ed. 

PL:BLIC SERVICE SUPERA::\KUATIO::\ BO.\RD. 

The PREl\1IER (Hon. E. G. Thcodoro, 
Chi/lar,oc): I beg to move-

" That £1,565 be grant"d for ' Public 
Service Superannuation Board.' " 

QucJtion put and passed. 

STATE RTORES BOARD. 
The PRE31IER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 

Chiil''fl"') · I beg to mov-e-
" That £11.959 be granted for ' State 

StoreR Board.' " 

JI.Ir. TAYLOR (Windsor): I notice in this 
\'Ot' that there is an increase of about £1,000. 
I also notice that in 1923-24 there \\-as one 
senior buyer on a salary of £450 per annum. 
and that the salarv has now been increased 
to £525 per annuni. This year t\\o acsistant 
buyers ar' prov-ided for at a calary of £305 
per annum each, and I would like some infor­
mation from the Premier with regard to those 
increases. The number of typists has been 
increas<'d from three to six. I do not know 
whether the bucinec.s has grown to such an 
extent as to require the extra assistance indi­
cated. I have said before that the State 
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Store'• Board should haw been established 
a number of vcars ago. I do not know to 
what extent it' is ope;·ating, or wh ther it is 
buying for the "·hole of the Govcr!lmPnt de­
partments, including. the RaihYay J)epart­
ment, the Government Printing O!Tice, <'tc. If 
it is doing that. then it has quite a lot of 
work tD-dav. I think the Premier should 
give us a li-ttle information in regard to this 
lll'anch, ber._ause it iB an actiYity in connection 
with the administration of afl:'airs that will 
save the State tens of thousands of pounds b\ 
kf'f:D, caroful buying, not only ben: and in 
Dthcr States, but also abroad. It is certainly 
on.e of those positions where the salaries paid 
should be of such a natur:• as would preclude 
anyone C{)Jning along and offering the officer~ 
anything in the nature of a bribe. I do not 
o,J,y that is being done in this casE', but that 
it is done and has been done in the past in 

-other matkrs is well knowll. \Ye know that 
a .£5 or ,£10 note might possiuly cost the 
State .£100. 

Th" PRE.MIEH (HDn. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe): As the hon. member for \\"incisor 
has statE>d, there has been a change in the 
method of purchasing Gov-ernment stores. 
The Chief Secretary's Department ad­
ministers and controls the State Stores 
Boa!'d. Under the old ,,ystem of purchasing 
Government stores, purchasr~ were 1nade by 
the Government Storekeeper. Latterly, and 
because the operations of the Government 
were extending, the departments have beell 
growing, and a multiplicity of buying orga­
nisations \vere springing up until 1t was 
thought ach·isahlc to concentrate the buying 

·organisatiDn into ono dPpartment under 
re&ponsible officen of the department who 
were interest0d, and who would vvatch the 
administratiDn and control of the board. 
1rhis policy" necessitated so1ne increases in 
the staff. but where such increases haYe taken 
r~lacc there has been a corresponding saYing 
in the various departments vvhose purchases 
rrro now made bv the State Stores Board. 
Provision is n1aZle for two llc\r a,ssistant 
buyers and three new typiiits. Though the 
staff ,sh<nvs a nu1nerical incrc.tse. the':,- arc 
reallv officers who have been tranderred 
from' otht'r deparLnents. :Ylany of the officers 
now engage·d on the board were preYiously 
pnforming; dutie-' in other departmcnte. The 
purchase Df supplies has nD\\" been simplified. 
'The nec"ssitv for tlw incref!se in the staff 
is shown b\- the Yolurnc of business now 
t.ransacted. · ThP purchaees made by the 
board for the year 1922-23 amounted to 
£190,000, wherea~ last year they totalled 
£300.000. or an increa'" of £102,000. 
Departmental store purchases haye incrc·Bed 
from £211,000 in 1922-23 to £312.000 in 1923-
24. The cash receipts for 1922-3 were 
£195,000 as against £289.000 in 1923-24, and 
whereas the cash payments in the early part 
of 1922-23 totalled £204,000 thev now total 
£284,000. It will be recognised that there 
ha~ been a considerable incrt'a.,e in tho 
volume of bl.sines,, done bv the board. 
These li'n>rec do not indic:~tc that the 
department arc r0qnn1ng that incrC'ascd 
volume of gond::: and comlnoclitics in stock. 
H {)]dy mr·tns that the operatioM through 
the Ct'ntral organisation have increased 
because the operations have been co-ordi­
nated and placed under the CDntrol of one 
authority. The v-olume previous!_\' might 
have been as great. but SD many different 
departments were engaged in n1aking pur­

--chases that the Government Storekeeper had 

only :'omparativ-ely a small v-olume of busi­
ness under his control. I am sure that the 
creation Df the board has beeu justified hv· 
tlw <'conomv that has been effected and th'e 
sat-isfaction 'that has been ~6Ycn to the various 
<lepartmcnts, while there has been less chance 
of corruptiDn than under thr old system. 

Mr. KERR (EnnggeraJ: Can the Premier 
inform the Committee whether there is anv 
proposal that the board should function for 
tho Hospital Board,? 

The PREl'.IIER (lion. E. G. Theodoro, 
(Chi/lauoc) : I cannot say whether anv such 
suggestion is under consideration. Th8 State 
Stores Board would be quite \Yilling to do 
so if the Hospital Boar-d clesimd. At 11resent 
the board Dnly operates for the Government 
-clepartrneHts, but there will Le no objection 
if it is desired to requisition its services for 
thl' II ospital Board. 

::Ylr. HOBERTS (E:rst 'l'oowoom ba): I 
would like to emphasise the remarks of thP 
hDn. member for Enoggera. In Kew South 
\V ale,, a saYing of 12~ per cent. was made 
b: the State Stores Board purchasing· for the 
hospitals. Generally speaking, by calling for 
tenders in London or America, a saYing o£ 
at least 12~ per cent. was effected. and the 
successful tenderers were mostlv London 
firms. ' 

Question put and passed. 

}!ISCELLANEOL"S SERVICER. 

'The PRE2\1IER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillugoe): I beg to move-

" That £41,675 be granted for '.Mis-
cellaneou.'5. Services.' '' 

There are one Dr two items which I should 
mention. The first item " Subsidv for a 
steamer service between Brisbane "and the 
Gulf ports, £4,000" refers to a service that 

has been existing for i vvo or 
[3.30 p.m.] three years. The firm of John 

Bm·ke, Limited. has been run­
ning a steamer to the Gulf ports. The agree­
ment with that firm is nearly com11leted, 
and I hm-P no doubt we shall have to make 
fnrtlL'r arrangen1ents. 

The Yote for "Advertising the State" has 
been increased bv £500 because of the de­
n-:tnd for ofllcial "publications and pamphlets 
issued by the Intelligence and Tourist 
Bureau has been great. \Ve have a wide 
distribution of these pamphlets in the 
Southern StalL'S, and probably it would be 
good businLss to increase it. 

'There is a new item-" Expenses of Tropi­
cal Diceases Bureau, £200," That is an 
Imperial institution. The Secretary of State 
for the Colonies wrote to the yariou.o States 
last vear, pointing DUt the financial difficul­
ties o-f this institution. He said ihat it was 
u~ual for tropical countrips to make a contri­
bution to>Yarcl, 1he upkeep of the bureau, 
and vv-e agreed to grant £200. 

\Yith regard to the vote. "Life Paoscs 
over Australian Railwavs to ex-.Yfinisters. 
£2,400," it will be no!i'ced from the foot­
note that-

"Approximatcly £1,900 will be re­
ceiYed by the Railway Departmont as its 
share of the cost of Life Passes issued to 
Commonwealth and State ex-JHinisters." 

State ex-Ministers havo been accustomed to 
receiving from the various Governments 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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travelling facilitic~'' over the railways of the 
States and tho passes have been paid for 
individually by the various States. For 
some years the matter has been under ~he 
consideration of vanous conferences-I thmk 
it was first recognised in 1913 that there 
"~as an obligation to grant the facility to 
ccrt.ain ex-l\1inistcrs. For one reason or 
a11other that was nev<"' really operative until 
a vcar or two ago. !\ow the Secretaries for 
H~ilways suggest that the passes should 
be paid for on a certain basis-£2,400 from 
<'ach State, 50 pe.· cent. going direct to the 
Raih1 ay Department, and the balance to . a 
pool from which 0ach State draws a ccrtam 
quota. It wili thus be seen that the net 
cost to the State is not very high. I have 
Jlarticulars of the decision arrived at should 
hon. members "·ant further information. 
'l'!J e pres(•nt holders of passes are--Hon. ~. 
Airev Hon. Vi'. D. Armstrong. Hon. ,J. W. 
13lair,' Sir A. S. Cowlcy. Hon. ,J. H. Coyne, 
Hon. D. F. Denham, Hon. G. \V. Gray, 
Hon. H. F. Hardacrc, Hon. A. G. C. Haw­
thorn. Hon. J. M. Hunter. Hon. IV. 
Lennon. Hon. T. O'Sullivan. Hon. W. T. 
J'agct. Hon. A .. J. Thynne, Hon. J. Tolmie, 
and Hon. J. A. Fihellv; ex-Ministers and 
Premiers arc entitled to ,;uch passes. 

A new item "Balance of Expenses of 
Yi'<it of Premier and party to :;;ew York 
and London. £500 ''-has been added. I gave 
]Wrti<eulars of tho total cost this morning. 
The balance of that is being charged to last 
0 car's expenditure, and will show on the 
Supplementary Estimates. This will make 
good the amount required. 

Then there is an item, " Grant to Com­
mittee of Direction of Fruit Marketing, 
£347." This Committee called for some 
'"sistance to defray the initial expenses with 
regard to the amount required for publicity 
purposes. 

\Yit~h regard to the ikm " Subsidy to 
Great Barrier Reef Committee, £500," the 
subsidy is on a pound for pound basis, the 
money being raised by public subscription. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Is that a Commonw<>alth 
Committee? 

The PREMIER: :'\o, it is pure!~· a 
Queensland Committee, and was largely 
brought into being as a consequence of the 
f'fforts of His Excelloncv the Governor. 
Subscriptions havo come l'n regularly, and 
there is a large amount in hand. We 
agreed to subsidise subscriptions to the 
""tent of pound for pound. but not oxcoeding­
£500 a vear, so that our obligation is limited 
in that 'way. 

There is an it0m "Gr 1nt to Ja1Janese 
H"licf Fnnd, £10,000." The fund was 
'tartcd last Year at the instance of the 
Cornneonwealth Government.· who ,_ought the 
aid of all tlw States, >tnd asked them to 
"''l kc substantial (iifts for the relief of the 
sufferers in the JapRnese earthquake. \Ve 
""r''ed to supplement th8 grant by other 
St>ttcs bv £10.000, and the appropriation is 
made fo'r that purpose. 

:VIr. MOO RE (,1 ubiony): I notice that the 
Premier referred to the grant of £10,000 to 
the .Japanese relief fund. Surely that amount 
was expended last year. 

The PRE:HIER : It should have been in 
last year, but the Estimates were framed 
before tho grant was decided upon. 

Mr. :!\100RE: It was paid last year, and 
this is to rectify it? 

The PREMIER: No, it has not been paid. 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

::Vlr. ::VIOORE: The Opposition regard tht> 
subsidv of £4.000 for a steamer serviCe­
between Brisbane and the Gulf ports as quite 
necessary . .and we also think it necessary to· 
spend £4,500 in advertising the State, but 
in advertising the State we want to see that 
it is adyertised properly and not have the 
money c xpended us2lessly. I want to take 
one or two items to show how advertising 
the State was done last vear. One item is 
" Randolph Bedford, Expenees in advertising 
the State in America, £50." That is follow­
ing on £400 paid last year, making a total 
of £450. Then " Captain Harris, Advertising 
the State in San Francisco, £300." "J. S. 
Collings, £100, _\dvertising Queensland on~ 
his tour in ::\'ew Zealand." 

The PRD!IER: You are not- suggesting that 
the only ''"a:.~ to advertise the State properly 
is through political opponents, arc you? 

:\Ir. ~\WORE: We want efficient advertis­
ing that \Yill bring people to this State, and 
not the sort of advertising that will be done~ 
by an organis0r on a trip to New Zealand. 
That is a pure waste of money, and I 
strnngl)• object to public money being 
expended on this sort of trip. No one can· 
say that the advertising clone by Mr. Bed­
ford in America has been useful to the State. 

The l'BDIIER: :111'. Bedford did excellent 
senicc for the State. Some of his reports 
and a great many of the inquiries which came 
as a result of ::VIr. Bedford's Yisit tD America 
baye been very useful to this State. 

::\lr. l\IOORE: I certainly have not heard 
of anything useful coming· out of 1\ir. Bed­
ford's Yisit. and certainly nothing useful 
from "'-\lr. Colling·s's visit tD New Zealand. 
Things of this sort aro subsidies tD political 
supporters. 

'l'he PHE~IIER : There \vere a considerable· 
number of erroneous impressions in New, 
Zealand as to Queensland. 

1\ir. :'v!:OORE: We can qnito understand 
that those erroneous impressions have been 
considerably added to by the gentleman 
who "-~nt there. I strongly object to subsidies. 
to politiCal supporters when they go away 
on trips. That is not a,dvertising the State 
at alL It is spending Government money 
for political purposes. We have also had' 
instances of where public money has been 
~pent in r-ubsidising Yarious ne\Yspapers. It 
is not a (]Uostion of advertising the State in 
thol'G papers at alL It is a question of sub­
sidising the paper'. If the GoYernment are 
going t0 subsidise these papers. why not put 
the an1ount down as subsidies. because it is 
nnt ad,·ertising the State m any way 
bcncftcial to the State. 

I also take exception to the item "Allow­
ance to Licnt0nant-Governor, £950." \Vith 
the ilnnncial 11osition we are getting into 
to-day-when we find .applications for 
increases and for shorter hours for public 
servants turned down, when we find the 
Treasurer faced with difiicnlties and finan­
rial string0ncy and an increased rate of 
interest-it is a hsurd to pa,· £950 a year to, 
a Lieutcnant-GO\-crnor. and I intend to 
moYc that the item be omitted. I beg to 

·n1ove-
" That the Yote be reduced by the sum 

of £950." 
I feel strongly that \Ye have no right to pay 
£950 to the Lieutenant-Governor when the 
senices rendered are not adequate. 

The PREJ\!IER: Is not the labourer worthy 
of his hire? 
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'\Ir. ::VlOOHE : Does the Premier for ono 
in~tant prctPnd that the an1ount of work clone 
bv tlw Licutt'nant-Goveruor is worth £950 '! 

TJy• !'RE)f!ER : I ccrtaiuly think you could 
Hot pay lc:-;s than that to a LiPutcuant­
GoYernor. 

::\lr. ::VIOOHE: 1\Timt tlid we do bl'fmc when 
,."had tlw Chief .Justice in the position'' 

The PREWEH: Al2.500 was paid whPn we 
h n cl the {'hid J nstice. 

::\lr. ::VIOOHE: \Vlwn he "·as adnally -cloint( 
thP work of Ll<•utcnant-Governor '? 

The PRE:\l!ER: lie \Yas getting rnorc \\·hen 
lw was ac1-illg' as Li0nlenant-Go' 'l'llor. 

:VIr. MOOHE: lf lw did no work tlm·ing- the 
:n•ar, hP was not paid at all. It is all Yery 
\YPll fm the P1·Pmier to trv to .clefcncl thi•. 
]lO~itiou, hut to m,v n1ind ··it is ah:-~oluteiy 
'now,·. \Y<' ha,.,, hatl Hills brong·ht into this 
IIon~e for thP compulsory retircrn<'Ht Df indi­
Yi,dnals at six1,- and ;;;ixts-fiYc vcars of cq..;8, 
bnt this gcntlPn1an is oYCr sCYC~lty. 

Thl' PREJllER: The Imperial Goycrnm~.c•cc 
~a net ioned tho appoiutnwnt ... 

:\lr. ::\lOOUE: The Imnorial Governnwnt 
had nothiug- to do wilh the appointment oi 
:=.\lr. LPnuotl. Thf' Que 'llsland Go,·crnrnen+ 
r<'('Ollllll('JHh'd i1-, and tbc• l111pcrial GovPrn~ 
11wnt wc•rf' not likPlY to tnrn it do\\"Il. It i~ 
done hv 110 othl'J' ~t<:l.tc in thr C'onnnon\vealth. 
It. is cln extravagant ('XpPnditurfl; I do not 
think it cull [,p ddemled, and the position 
slwnld lJe abolisherl. 

TlJe Pn~<::IITER: This is r0allv an a:Jpoiut­
nH·nt lly tht> }\:ing. and you arC reflceting on 
tlw Kinp;. (OpjJosition laughter.) 

:\It- ::VIOOHE: The" is no nftack on the 
I(lug- at all. ft i~ a question of thP unwar­
rantablr cxtravaganC'C of the Government in 
appointing an imliYidual to an office which is 
not rl'quiLd. \Ye know that, until it was 
fou11d llC'ccs~ary a fe\v years ago to find an 
appoiutmPut for a poli1·1cal :3npportC>r, we 
JJC'n"'r hud a Lieut0JHtllt-Govcrnor appointed 
in this way. 

ThP PRE:\IIER: Th hon. ruernbcr is \Yrong. 
There \Y'Cl'C Licut('Hant-Govcrnors appointed 
in Qu''f'llslanrl before Mr. Lcnnon. 

:\Ir. ::VlOOHE: Yes, but they ouly officiated 
,y}H'll the Goycrnor wa8 out of the State. 
\Vhen it ]s SO 1H~CC'SSU.l'Y to C'X:Crcist~ C'COllOJllV 

in tlte Slat.', we should ·do away with nppoint­
mcnts likP this. which aro of no value to the 
f-)tato. and I orr~11hasisc n1y opinion by moving 
an amcudm<'nt to reduce tho Yot' bv £950, 
and Uo awa.\· ·with this superfluous office. I 

oiccJ 1ny proh~~t last year, lJut no notice \Va:-3 

taken of it. It is the g·eneral wish of the 
p. oplP outsidr< that thcS!: uscle" oHicL'r' should 
h:"' done ay, a~, \vit h. If proYision nlust be 
made lrv the Government for a political 
<t~lhcrcnt. lPt it be ·done in a straightforward 
way b;\' taking· it Dut of tlwir own party funds, 
and not at the Government ·cxpeme. How 
ean \YP g'('t over onr difficuHics when 
<'x:trnvagant'P:-i are going on in this \Vay, 
lHC'r<'1.v to rnolllf.'r political supporters and 
assist political adherents '1 I do not think it 
is " fair thing that the State should be 
burdened with a sum of £950 a vcar in this 
wav when there are individuals outside who 
arc being rc·dnced in salary, and when we 
nre up against such a financial stringency as 
W<' are to-dav. I beg to movo the omission 
of the following item:-

" Allowance to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
£950.'' 

1924-2 M 

The PRE::\liER (Hon. K G. Theodore. 
('/iilll/qoc): I tak<' it from tht' ronHnks ot 
the hen. m('mber 'vho has moved this amend­
ment that his objection to the item is that 
the appointment was a party political 
appointment. 

OPrOSITIOJ\ J\IE~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Th(' PRE:VIIER: So far as that questioiT 
is concPrncd, tlw appoit1tmcnt of :\fr. Lennon 
was ono t'xactly on the same footing .as that 
of Sir Arthur ::Vlorgan or Sir Hugh :\felson. 

J1r. ::\IooRE: Two wrongs do not make a 
right. 

Th, PRE::\liER: His appointment was 
made on the same basis as that of Sir Arthur 
:\Iorc;an aud eH•rvboch else '"ho has held thu 
posit1on. - ' 

::\lr. :\loRGAX: It did not cany the same 
;-;alary. 

Tlw PREMIER: Then the difference in 
salar:v i:s the point? l::)ir Hugh N·elson \Yas 
appointed to the position when he wa.s 
PrP:::idcnt of the Legislative Council. Sir 
Atthur 1\!Iorgan 'vas appointed to the position 
when he was President of the Legislative 
Council. ~.Ir. Lennon was appointed whilst 
he was Presid('nt of the Legislative CounciL 

::\1r. ::\looRI-:: His office was abolishe-d. 

The l'RE::\liER: For twelve months dur­
ing the Yacancy which existed betwe-en the· 
<]pparture of one Goyernor and the appoint­
Jnput of another Governor he was acting as 
GoYeruor of this State in his oopacity as. 
Liflutenant~Governor, and since that time on 
n grpat many occa, .. ions he ·has filled the 
positinn in th<' absence of the Governor in 
other parts of the State or from Queensland, 
Whv should this attack be made on Mr. 
LPn;1on? \Yh,· should he be single-d out fo1·· 
assault·: I think it is verging upon the­
ind('ccnt thus to attack a man who has given 
lonf!· and useful sen·ice to the State, who 
ha' been long enough and able enough in 
Parliament to fill yarious high positions, and 
who has been honoured bv his Stat-e and 
honoured by the King on 'the recommenda .. 
t ion of his advisers by his appointment to 
a high and honourable position. \Vhy should 
hon. members opposite single him out for 
attack? 

Mr. MOORE: That is ricliculous. 

Tlw PREMIER : It is not Tidiculous. I 
g-i\'e the hon. member credit for not realising 
that he was making an unfair and unwar­
ranted attack on :i'.1r. Lonnon on grounds 
that cannot be sustained. Simply because 
:\I,·. Lennon had political adherence to this 
party, is that a reason why he should be 
made the subject of an attack upon his 
allowance-an assault upon his fitness and 
various other things'! There is no justifi­
cation whato>er for the amendment, and 
nothing of the kind was eYer clone with 
respect to Liel1tenant-GoYernors when the 
Labour party were in opposition. 

Mr. MORGAX: The position is different 
a! together. 

The PREMIER : \Vh!'rcin do they differ~ 
Thev differ onlv in this-that Sir Arthur 
Mo,:gan was not a Labour man and Mr. 
Lennon is. 

Mr. 1IoRGAX: Sir Arthur ::Yiorgan wa& 
President of the Legislative Council. 

The PREMIER: And so was Mr. Lennon. 
::\1r. :\fORGAN: That office was aholished. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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Tlw l'RE~IIER: Of conr'c it was, but 
\H" n1ll"'t ha....-e a. Llcntenant-Go....-crnor. 

:'-.Ir. :'-.IORG.\". \\'hat about the Chief 
Ju''ticf~ 

The PRE:'-.IIEH: Surely the hon. member 
·<~oe~ not suggest that ''"C should ha....-e two 
Licutcnnnt-GoYcrnor:. ·: \\~ o can have only 
one Lieutcnant-GoYcrnor, and the 1nan 
appointed by the King renutins as Lieutenant­
GoYr>rnor until rcn1ovccl by the King or until 
hl' die~. The hon. n1c1nbcr i~ suggesting 
what ecrtainh· would be an affront to the 
King lw cutting off tho allowance of the 
King', appoiutee and rqJresentatiYe. (Oppo­
,.ition lqughter.) Ho11. members laugh. It 
,hows the rather warped conditions of mind 
of hon. members opposite when they move 
such an a1ncndme~nt. If an:v suigestion 
were made bv members of the Ministerial 
IJart;. that we' should terminate the salary of 
tlw Governor of the State, what would be 
said: \Y ould we not be held up as the 
.:rrea te>st dislovalists in the land'? Yet these 
gentlemen who pretend to uphold the dignity 
of tfH''" institutions make an attack upon 
the Lieutenant-GoYernor, who is just a, 
much the King's representative as the 
Govemor. I should like to take this oppor­
ttmi t~- to say-not tlta t I desire to enlarge 
the question in debate-that my opinion 
with regard to the person holding the posi­
tion is that it would be far bett-er if the 
admini,tration were carried out bv th<:> 
Lieutenant-Governor and not bv" the 
GoYernor. "' 

Gon:R::;:uE::;T fi;1E1IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Thp PREMIER: That is not intended as 
any reflection on the present holder of the 
office of Governor, \Ve have had no more 
excellent occupant of that position. 

Nir. YowLEs: Is not that an affront to the 
Kmg? 

The PREi\liEH: -:\o. That. would be 
advice tendNed to the King. and would 
onl~- be caniod out if accepted by the King. 
I think :mch advice ought to lw tendprecl 
at the prop01' tinw. and I want to reiterate 
ant! emphasise-because I would be the last 
to do any hurt or injury-that the present 
occupant of the position is an admirable and 
excellent occupant, and an e'<cellent gentle­
man in every scns0. He is yery popular. 
practic·al. sound, and a thoroughly \Yell­
informed man. and ono \vho will be of very 
considNable sen-iee to Queensland when he 
rdinquishcs his position becauf'e of his great 
knowledge of c:'tH'ensland and his great 
s:qnding in the old countrv. Reallv. the 
position is such that we m1ght to b;, able 
t1) get along-"'shcn tho ICing secs fit and 
that tinw aaives-without appointees 
"lcctcd from ilw Lnitcd Kingdom. 

~Ir. l_~OLL1XS: "Hear, h0ar! 

Th•· PllK:VIIER: \Ye ought to be able to 
ge~.- along \vith UoYeruors '"ho arc .'Selech'd 
from within the t'•tate and \vho arc Austra­
lian ci1 izcn~. I be-lieve• the tin1t" i~ fa~t 

-a11Jlroac:hinp; wlH•n th0 UoYcrnment's rcconl­
lllt ndation ·will hav•' lo be made. and I 
believe when it is made-in fact I have tlw 
""'·lll',d1Ce from the ]'resent British Govern­
ment. as I had thc> &ssurancc of the Secre­
tary of State for the Colonies in the last 
Government-Lore! Milner-that as soon as 
the majority of the States desire such a 
change the British Government will not 
stand in the way-it will be adopted. I can 
se<' no ground be;~·ond the spil'it-I would 
not like to call it vindictiveness-of per-

jllan. E. G. Theodore. 

YC'Ts0nos:-; on the- part of the Opposition 111 
n1oving a rccltlCtion of thi., YOtl'. 

Mr. \ 0\YLES (])al/J.If): 'I'lw ()ffice> ol 
GoYernor i~ not nndcr rcYiP\\" at prL .:;cnt. 
\Y1' all agree with reg>trci to !he J>fl'Sent 
occupant of i hP position. 'The pooition of 
Lieutenant-Go\·0rnor is ntOl'P unncces:'.ar\· 
now than before. \Yhen the late M1:. 
Hamilton wa·• appointed President of the 
Legislative' Council, hP \vas not appointed 
Dcpntv GoYernor. Mr. Lennon \vas not 
appointed Jl<'rrnanentl:l' to that position whPn 
hP occupied the position of PrPsidcnt of 
lhc L0gislative Council. It wrrs after tlw 
abolition of the l.Tpper House that the 
position of Lientt.>nant-GovcJ·nor becan1e 
permanent. 

The PRE1IIER: 'I'hc hon. gentleman is quitP 
wrong. l'llr. Lcnnon became• Lieutenant­
Govt'rnor while the Upper House was stiil in 
cxistcncl'. 

Mr. VO~'LES: It was not a permanent 
I"JOSition . 

The PRnliER: The person is alwavs per­
manenily appointed. ~'hen once ·he is 
appointed his position cannot be terminated 
except by the King·. 

Mr .. VO~'LES: The hon. ge>ntleman says 
that, Jf we depriYo Jliir. Lennon of his 
salary. we \Yould be offering an affront to 
the King. 

1.'he PRniiER: It would be an affront to 
the King. 

Mr. VO\VLES: Let us do it in a consti­
tutional way. Mr. Lennou, when he was 
o_n this side of_ the House, said that the posi­
tion was a sinecure aud ·was uunecessarv. 
I:ct us ~ake his own judgment on the posi­
tron as 111CUlTing an unncccssarv liabilitv of 
£950. Let us consider that position, rnoJ·e> 
particularly now that an excuse is being 
made for a 5 per cent. reduction in the 
salaries of those whose occupations are 
necessary. The salary of £950 per annum 
would 'l'O a long way to restoring the 5 per 
ee:>t.- reduction to . some of ihe underpaid 
ofhr1a1s ·whos0 po~Itwns are nccc".~al'\T. That 
~s one _rcaf'on \vhy I am· opposed to' cxpend­
mg th1s monev unnecessarilv. I cannot for 
j h0 life o_f me' sec why we ca.nnot adopt the 
old practice of appointing the Chief Jnstice 
to fill the position of Lic'utenant-Governor 
''- lwn the occasion arise,. If that were done 
it would bo a muC'h rr1orc economic position 
than \VC' are adopting now. For those 
reasons I am going to support thE' motion 
for a reduction of the vote, in spite of tlw 
suggestion bv the Premier that. we shall 
thereby be offering an affront to the King. 

J\lr. MORGA\' (.1Iuril/a): We have never 
previously had a paid Lieutenant-Governor. 

The PRE1IIER: The hon. gcntlcm;an is 
'nong. \Yo han• 'had paid Lieute>nant-
Uovornors many ti1ne:::.. 

J\lr. MOHGAX: The> Presidc>nt of the 
Leg-islcti,-c Council drew a salary. 

The PRD! !ER: HP also drew .a ~alan- as 
Licntcnant~Goven~or. · 

::vl1·. ::\IOHG.-\ 1\: Onlv \vhen he was aetino· 
.t;- Licutenant-Govr-rno1:. o 

The PRR:MIER: Xo. as Licu1Pnant-Go,Ternor. 

::\1r. l'\IORGAX: He onh- drew the salarv 
Y:hen he fulfilled the dut],., of Lieutenanf­
Govern'lr. 

:\I r. MAXWELL; He accepted the salary of 
the higher of the two positions he was occu­
pying. 
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::\Ir. ::\IORG.\::\: The Pn,tllil•r kltm··, n•r:-· 
ell that what 1 ~:t.Y i.-.. C'UlTPCt. 

::\It. G. P. B_\R~E~: Ile \Ya::. paid haH the 
:;.a]arv of each po:-.ition \Yhi le he aca'Ll as 
Licut,l'11ctnt--GoYel'l10l', 

::\lr. MORGA::\: \Yhen he \Ya& not occup:c· 
~ng thP pc'-jtion of LiPntellallt-GoYPrnm· he 
onh- dre\Y thr> :-,alary atLlclJed to the po~i­
tioil CI Pre~irlc1 1 of 'tlw J.f'~!;islnti,-c, Couu('il. 
\Yht'!1 thP Jar.r• ~1r. l1<Hl1ilt0u was Prcf>id0nt 
of the Lcg·islatin' {'ouncil. the then Chil'f 
• Ju~ti<- ~. thc- iate Sir PopP Cooper, was 
appointc'f1 Lic·H1t'llHl~t-Goyc:r·nor. and l'f'CCiYed 
nn enJ.<)lunlf'llL< othl'l' than the ~alary 
attached to the position of Cllicf Jmtice. 

The l'RE:\fiEH: He aJ.,o drew the salary of 
Lie ut ena11 t -GoYt1 1'1lOl'. 

::\Ir. :UORGA::\: That \Yas >~·hen lw actcll 
"' Lientenant-Gc,YC'rnor. .,-hieh ;, quite a 
ditl(lrc-nt. thing· 1o the present po~ition. At­
thC' prc-;;:cnt tin1c a pcrn1aneut 6alary is appro­
nriated for tlw LieutC'nant·Governor. It 
wouki be a different matter if he onh· drew 
a oal<.r:-- while he occupied the position. 

The PRE1IIEH : Do you 'uggest that the 
lat0 Sir "\rthur ::\Iorgan did not draw as 
much as £1,950 a year as Lieutenant­
GoYc·rnor? 

3-Ir. MORGAX: Do0s the hon. gentleman 
say that he g-ot a permanent salary? 

The PHE111EH: I did not say a permanent 
salary. 

}lr. :MORGA::'\: Th0 late Sir .-\rthm 
~lorgan did not dnt\V a pcnnanent salary 
-,y}-:en acting .as Li0utf'nant-GoYernor. 

The PREMIER: li0 received as much as 
£1.950 a year for acting· as Lieutenant­
Go.-ernor. 

:\h. }lORGA::'\: 'Ih0 late· Sir Art:hur 
~forgan n1ight have been acting af' Lieu­
tenant-Gon•rnor for thr0e or four months of 
the vear. I admit that thP late' Sir .-\rthur 
1\;lm~·an and other g0ntlemen "·ho occupied 
the rJO:'it-ion of Pre~~idont of the L0gislativo 
C'ounei] dre\\- an extra sa1ar;v \V1Jil(' they also 
acted a;; Lientenant-Gm-ernor. but the> did 
not dra\V 1he ~alarv ".Yhcn thcv "\Yt''l'C' not fill­
ing that position. · Tlv, pre . .::~nt {'Hf'O i" dif­
ferent. ).fr. I~Pnnon draw' the ~alan 
"\Vf,cthP:i' he i.:.:. act-ing a~ Lieutenant--GovclTW.r 
-<Jr 11ot. T am to ~ f'Pl'tain 0xtent with tlH• 
Prc>1:icr in tlw ,-ie\Y that the appointment. 
of a Gc_,vernor is unncecs,.ary. I \Yas onf of 
th0 snppor1cr~ of f0dcration "'sho v,-pro told 
that \Yben federation \Yas brought about 
the poBition of State Goyemor was to bP 
aboli;;hcrl. r.nd ilcat tho GoYemor-G 0 11eral 
>Vc>tdd act in that capacity for the whole of 
the Stnte~. The prC'~cnt Go\·Prnor of QucPn~­
land is .a ,_:crv fine nu;n-onP of d1c· finc~t 
men who ha,.,: occupi0d that offic0 in Queem-
1 '.nd. He has LJfilled his duties to the crPdit 
of hituself and CYCl'\-0110 {<:)ncerned. IIou. 
n-~c·Jnhcr:;; on this ~1dC'. are not criticising the 
GoYernor or the· Lieuienant-GoYernor. but 
we are criticisil1g ihe provision that 1~ b('ing 
n-:adc for ,t pc>rnHtnPnt. sa1ar~~ for thP Lieu­
ten'l.nt-GovPrnor t.hat has not hitherto been 
J>r·o.-ided for. I suppose that during- the 
time that gentleman acts as GoYernor he 
recei,~e:; the hi a-her rerr1u110ra tion as othf'l' 
Lieutenant-Governms di-cl. Tlw Premier 
might tell us whethn thal is so or not. 

Th0 PREMIER: That is nol oo. 

::\Ir. MORGAN: The Lieutenant-Governor 
only ,lraws the salary appropriatGcl for him? 

The PRDIIER : Yes. 

:\h. ?>lOHGA::\: That i, different lo pre­
viou~ .uppointnH.:nt:::. I atn g-oing to vote for 
the anH)nclnH:nt. as this position should not 
be Jll'O\-itkJ fnl" 011 the Est i1nate:;;J and 
ht•ran'c t lw Chi,·£ J wt ice 'houkl, hv YirtuP 
of hi.- posii ion. per'"orm the clutie~ Of Licu­
tPll<-Ult-Cn\-l)I·nor in tlle n.bsencc of the Gu­
vr-rnor. \Yhc n h(' i fllling the JlO;:;itin~l cf 
CoYPi'llOl' ht• should dra\Y the cxh-a sala1·v. 
h1t the O'>:tnt "'larv >houlcl not be attachecl 
to the nrfice anc1 l1l• puid year in and yC>nr 
on1 . 

::\Ir. TAYLOH (1riwlsnr): One is rathc­
~ur;Jriscd at th- remarks of the Prcmi(•r \\·ith 
l'L'£rard to the arnendrncnt which has LH'f!'n 
m;.,-,.cJ. and <'>llecialh· that he shoulcl talk 
Htch piffle. Tlw hon.· gentleman knows that 

his remarks \VCro onl_v piffle-on!:-· 
[4 p.nt.] humbug ancl nonsemc. ::\n hon. 

H1C'Inbet on this side has rnade an 
a itack on the Lieuteuant-GoYernor. The 
attack ha> beeu mad0 on the position, which. 
\Ye contend, should not hav-e been created. and 
which is unquestionably a political appoint­
uwnt. That fact cannot be denier!. Had the 
Legi.slati,~e Council continued in existence. 
there would have been no such appointment 
as this. On account of the fact that the 
present Government and Labour supporters 
were responsible for the abolition of that 
Courwil. they found it necessarv to find a 
position for the President of the ·council. 

Th·· PRE1IIEH: Was it not a good thing to 
abolish t!w Council • 

'Hr 'l'AYLOH: I think it was a most 
unfortunate thing that the Council 11·as 
abolished. Had the Legislative Council con­
tim«·-cl in existence, this appointment would 
110t have been made. I certainlv inLnd to 
support the amendm0nt, because I think 
there is no justification whatever for the 
appointment. The Chi.ef Justice of Queens­
laud sh.Quld be the man to take the position 
1dten the GoYCl'llOI' of Queensland is abseut 
\Yit!t regard to w!Jat the Premier said about 
local men !wing fitted for the position, there 
are no doubt most estimablP men whn are 
able to fill the position admirably. .At the 
,.a me time, I claim that. in view of the state 
of politics in Queensland and the Commou­
'' ,dlh gc>nerall:v. the appointnwnt of <>. 

Gon•rnor from Great Britain is justifiable. 

:\fr. EDWARDS (Tan"nfJo): I rise to sup­
port tbc am(•nchnent. I regret very xnuch 
the ottiiude <Jf th0 Pr-emier in this matter. 
JJjc,, -whole argument is to trv and make hon. 
mcP1bcrs and the public generally believe 
that the Oppo,-=.ition ar taking this up as liL 

pf'uonal matter-as an attack against the 
holder <Jf the poRition. That is absoluh•lv a 
\\Tvng- attitude for the hon. gentlernan to t3J.;::o 
up. It is also a poor and we.1k ctrgunH•nt to 
in~inuate that the Opposition are tr·c ating the 
m''1 ter purel:v as a personal one. The hon. 
gentlF>nHlll is tr~Tjng to cover up wl1at i~ 
purely a party political appointment. 

Tlw Cl-LHR::\L\::'\: Order ! Th0 !ton. mem­
l-L r is not at liberty to reflect upon the 
character of the appointment of the 
Lieutenant·Govcmor or of the Governor. Th1s 
;, not a motion upon which that can be done. 
It is a question on which the financial aspect 
of the appointment can be discussed. 

Mr. ED\YARDS: I am not for a moment 
discussing the person holding the position. I 
mal((o the definite statement that the Oppos1-
twn are not domg that. Vi'e say that the 
appointment is unwarranted. The Premier's 

Mr.. Edwards.] 
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attit.nJ~~ in putting- a 1lluir oYer the Opposi­
tion this afternoon i:-; a poor one. I-Ii'3 f'xp.lana­
timl reg-arding th0 ~-\gcllt-GcnC'l'alship was 
~imi1ca. It is a~toundiug to lind the Prcmie:r 
takiYJg up sn~h an attitude. \Vith other hon. 
m<'mb?rs of the Oppositic,ll. I ~a,· that this 
mmwy conLl bP better ,;pem in the intPresh; 
of thf' State than i~ the cuse at prC'sent. 
Pos:::;ibly, as rnention•'c1 by th? hon. lll£'nlbC:'~ 
for Dalb,-, it could be usPd to increase the 
;;;aluric•s i11d allowances of :-otne of the unde1· 
paid llH'Inbcr;;; of thp difi't•n.>llt d,'partment..::.. 
If tlw Premier was honPst with him,;Pl£, he 
would admit that this office should be 
abolislwd in the· inten•st.s of th • State. I do 
not thiuk for nnl' IllOUH'llt that if a Yotc of 
the people· of \JnePn~lnnd \n·re takrH on thi::; 
question tlwn· n·ould be a LiPntcnunt­
l;uyernor with a pvnnaJJent :;;.a1ary in QueC'n::: 
land. \Ylwll the· G.;YC'rllOl' is trn1poraril~' 
ab~cnt the dutiP~ Df Licnit•nant-GoYernor 
umld h• carriL)d out by a J.H-'fc·Dl1 holding :::omo 
othf'l' offief• in thl' Stat-·. 

:Yfr. :\TAXWELL !Toolrrul(l): The amcnd­
nlPnt i::: not a new one, a~ the Pr('rnicr \Yould 
bavl' u:-. heliPY0. I find. according tu 
"llansard ·· f.or Iast ~-ear. pag-. 1063, that 
th~· i10n. llH'nlber fur :.\lurilla~ :.\Ir. :VIorgan. 
IHOY('d tlw orni;.;:-;.lon of the follow in~ itcnl: --

., --\llowanc·~' to Lit•utL•uant-GoYcrnor, 
£950.'' 

I have listened to the reasons given by the 
Premier as to whv this office should be 
continued, and the reasons advanced bv him 
are absolute piffle. It is all very well for 
the hon. gentleman to tell us that former 
Presidents of the Legislative Council-the 
late Si1- Hugh 2\;elson and the late Sir 
Arthur .Morg~n-also occupied the position 
vf LieutE'nant.GoYernor. That was quite 
right while the Legislative Council was in 
existence, but with the abolition of the 
Council one would naturallv expect that that 
position would go right 'aut of existence. 
Notwithstanding the protests that were made 
by hon. members on this side as to a con­
tinuation of that position, we tlnd that a 
recommendation was made to His :Majesty 
the King that the Hon. \Yilliam Lennon be 
appointed Licurenant-GoYcrnc~-· of Queens­
land, and then the Premier has tho temerity 
to sav that D1CI1lbC'rs on this side of the 
Houso would be disloyal if they attempted 
t.o discuss a 1nattcr such as this. I am one 
member of the Oppositicm prepared to take 
the risk of that and discuss the question. In 
Victoria, New South \V a',,, 'wd South Aus. 
tralia, the Chief J usticc occupiPs the position 
of Lieutenant·Govenwr during the absence 
uf the Govr;rnor frorn the StatC'. It was the 
'amc in Queensland ac one time. The late 
Sir Samuel \Valkcr Griflith rnd the late Sir 
Pope Cooper occupied :;itnilar positions, and 
no ono will say that th-_y did not carry out 
their clntics in a. dignilied and honourable 
way. I am not dealing with. and wonld be 
'Orry to deal with, the individual. Vve are 
aske·d to pa,;; this ,-oto of £9'5() when it is 
well knmvn that the Premier has told us 
that the greatest eronomy ie going to be 
practised in the var-iouR denartments. Here 
is an opportunity for the Premier to prove 
his sincerity. Here is a.n opportunity where 
he can save £950. It seems to me that the 
question of economy is nothing more or lesg 
than a hollow sham. They turn round and 
tell the men on the lower rungs of the 
ladder that, owing to financi'll stringency, 
they are unable to give them the basic wage, 
yet they are quite prepared to perpetuate 
an office such as this when the work can be 

[111r. Edwards. 

verv well carried out b,- the Chief ,T usticc­
dnr~ing tho ten1porary absence of the Gov.C'r­
nor. I am ~crtamly going to vote for the 
amendmrmt "-hich has been moved by the 
10acler of the Opposition, and I will leave· 
those "·ho yoto againot it to their deserts. 

::\lr. COLLINS (Bo1ccn): I certainly am 
not going to vote for the a1ncndn1ent. {Oppo­
sition laughtPr.) I think that the tinw has 
arrived \vhen the whole position. should be 
n~\·ie\'l'ed not onlv in connection with tho 
appoi11tme11t of a" Licutenant.Gonernor, but 
also with regard to the appointment of a 
Governor Considerincr that \Ye have five 
Labour GoYcrnmonts i';', power in the Com­
momn'alth, a conferonc' of those GO\·ern­
mcnts should be held in connection with the 
appointment of Governors. I am of opinion 
that th0 time has arrived when we should 
appoint our own Governors from tho people. 
The exp<'nditurc in this regard is mounting 
up. TherrJ is £6,500 required for the 
Gove;·nor and his establishment, and £950 
for the Lieutenant·Governor, and I am satis. 
fiecl that, considering the Lieutenant­
Go,·ernor on one occasion performed all the 
dutio,; pertaining; to the position, '"e could 
save £5,000 or '£6,000 by doing a\vay \Yith 
tlw imperially appointed Governm. 

:\Ir. KRRH (HIIOfj(/1 ru) : r intpncl to sup­
port the amendment. The Lieutenant­
Governor is appointed under a Hoyal Com­
mission, and can only be retired by the 
direction of the King. The hon. member­
for Bowcn savs he does not intend to vote 
for the amendment, but wants the position 
n•yicwcd. 

:\Ir. COLLIXS: The whole thing should be 
rcYicwccl. 

:Mr. KERR: What he wants is the very 
thing· \Yf' ·want. and if he dPBirP" to carr.v 
out ·his wishes, he will vote for the amend­
ment which will indicate to the Government 
that 'thev haYe to take action to deal with 
the matter of this Commission. \Ye know 
that this Commission cannot be revoked 
unless it is referred to the King- for that 
pm·pose. \Vho rr>fers thPSc'. things to thl' 
King-'! It is dmw be• Pnrhameut, through 
His Excellency the Governor and the 
Imperial Govc1:nment. If the hon. nwmlwr 
for BowPn is honest, let him vot0 for tlw 
amc11dmcnt and carry out what lw "·ants to 
lHlYf' ClonP. ThcrP is no otht1r Ol)tion. :\"o 
doubt this office is a gift fronl thf' Govern~ 
1ncnt of £950 to a certain gentlcrnan, and 
,,-c }11'0 ll10Yjn0' an an1 ndn1ent a, n protest 
against it. WP know t·hat the \YOrk \vhich 
th(' Lieutenant-GoY<:'rnor 1s doing to-dav can 
hP f'a~ilY dent·. and has nlvla:;·~ prr•Yionsl:v 
more 01··less been done, b~· thn Chief Jtl'tice. 
T rind that '' Toclcl" in hi.s work on Parlia· 
nlontar'. GoYcrr1.n1cnt has this to S'-l:Y-

" During the temporary absence <;f the· 
G oyernor thP general prarhc0 1s to 
''m power the Chief ,J ustico 01;, a judge to 
act as temporary Governor. 

Instead of doing- that, the Government are 
]Hlving n.n individual £950 n year. ,,·hi!e 
o1her public sNvantR have b~en reduced. m 
pa,·. "Keith"-another emment constitu­
tional authoritv-savs-

" In th~ ab;enc0 of the Governor 
throuO"h incapacity the administration is 
O"ener.allv 0ntrustcd to the Lioutenant­
Govemo.r, if there is one, and, if not, to 
the Chief ,Justice." 

Here is an employee of the Governme1;t :vho 
is drawing £950 a ye<tr .. I. say that. 1.t JS a 
dole or gift. In the eXlstmg condltwn of 
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;he finanet's. if we tackle these doles-in thi' 
in~tant-e a large Ollc-"·hich are continually 
,c--recpiug i11) \YC shall not be placed in th(' 
po~itinn of haYing to nxluce the lo\ver-paid 
rucn iu tlH' public service. 

:\Ir. liARTLEY (Pit=rnp): There is no 
doubt that this attack is directed against 
tlw present oecupant of the position of 
Licuh•nant-Governor. I think it is quite 
-e\·idcnt that, if Sir Hugh Nelson or Sir 
Arthur ~lol'gnn were bad: again in the posi­
tion. WP would not hear anything of th" 
arncmlment. I take it that the position is 
thi~--thnt \rhf•n anv GoYPI'nnJcnt nre in oHic(' 
they 1nak(~ thcir ~ appointrnents fro1n rtlCll 
··who arP rouYersa.nt \Yith and jn agl'cenH~nt 
with th0 po!ic;~· they are carrying out. For 
that r0ason the present holder of this position 
i:-; thc•n•. Tberu is uo nPcd for hon. members 
to hidp their real intention, and I think it 
is ratht'r ~:ma1! 1nindPrl. J hPanl on{' hou. 
nwmbrr interject that t\YO 'vrongs do not 
makP o right. Evidently hon. member .. , an; 
11l'l'pa l'C'd to do 'Yrong again and again; but, 
wh0n t-hl~ samf' policy is adopted againRt 
them. the;. want this Gm·ernment to do what 
tlw:· call right. That is a poor attitude 
to adopt. I think it ha,; come to this-that 
in a dt~mocraticallv ruled countrv '"e are 
cornjng to the conclusion that an Office sucn 
"' this or the ,,f!ice for which it is an uuckr­
.~tucly i' uot 110<"CSsary. and that it will very 
?'DOll 1(' rnade apparent that the duties can 
be- C:HlTlE'·d ont hv a Comrni ,, ... ionPl' Ol' other 
o!ficPr. That 1~ where the argnmcnt 1s 

lt>ading. 
Mr. WAHHK'\ { l[urTnmJJU): I do not 

·think then• is anything in t!H:; charge that 
t.hi:::. j:o; in the nat.ure of a. pen,onal attack 
at all. At anv rate I do not admit it, but 
it j, up to tl;c Opposition to point out to 
th,, Gon·t·nml'nt exactly where they .arc 
throwing monp~r awav. \Vc hase had to 
admit onr inahilitv to pay our State 
<'Inp1oye{'~ a fair ,;~age; yet, when it is 
pointed out to the Government clearly where 
nearly £1~000 i:" b('ing re>cklPs~ly or stupidly 
or wcnkl~· 'l"'nt. they drmY all sorts of red 
hcning:o aci'OR' the trail. ThC' idea of the 
PrPn1it'r t<llking· about an affront to the 
J{ing: Bo long as this Opposibon fail to 
point out to tho Gov-errnnent 'vhoro there is 
a h•akag(' of Qul•ensJancl's good rnoncy, they 
fail in their duty to the people. I hope 
the\· 'rill ncn•r fail in that dutv. I sav that 
the. ], '"'"'" of 1h<' Opposition. ,-oul<f have 
fa ilNl in hi·· duh if he had not made some 
mm·e 1 o point 'this out to hon. members 
·opposite. They "re very quiet on this item. 
::\ono of ihen1 can £'Xcnse it. Thev know it 
io a politic.J] appointnwnt. The.- fmmy that 
if it' hnd IJC'Plt ;;;onh~body p].-;(' tl1i~ f'XP('Jlrli­
tnrc• of tlw pPople' s m one,· on a State 
pPnsionPr IYnul(l not have been per1nitted. 
\"l\~Jlt>ll ti!P (i;-on~l'llllll'llt J'C'UJ1S0 thP 11PC'E'f'~itY 
of cul'tailing their e-xpenditure in uselcs.s 
ilireciion:"> \YC ::~ha.ll haYo n1oney to pay our 
'-~rnployC'C'"'~ a fair 'Yage. .. 

Q<H'>tion-That £40.725 onlv (Jir. Jfon!"l 's 
tl1Jiffl11lilrnl) b(· g-ranred-pnt: and the Com­
lllittP'' di\iC~{·d :-

}Jr .. \pprl 
., Ba1·nl·s, G. r. 
,. Bell 
, Clayton 

Cor.scr 
.. Costello 

]lPacon 
F.dwards 
}~lphinston·" 

AY~::-;. ]S. 

l!r. Fry 
I-\:urr 

, l.,ogan 
, 3iaxwell 

}Ioorc 
:Jiorr:·an 
Roh~;rts 
Tavlor 

.. W'"arren 
'l'tlfe,.s: )lr. I\.err and ::\lr . .Jiaxv,·ell. 

Mr. Barber 
Be-rtrmu 
Brennan. 

, Carter 
Collins 

,. Conroy 
Dunstan 
Farrell 

, Ferricks 
FolE'Y 
Han~on 

Hartlev 
" Hynes · 

}lr. ,J on•; 
]{irw!:lll 
Land 
Uovd 
M.uilan 
J:laynt' 
Pease 
Hiordan 
Hvan 
~illith 
ThetJt!orE' 
\VPllin~toa 
\Yin::-ta-nl.:>y 

1'r'lers; .Jir. l'n!t-y alld :\Jr. J t'i\:-.t'. 

~\_YE::; 

.:\Ir. !'t~i r:e 
, Kill..!" 

Pt·tPr.-;on 
, lLtme ... , W. H. 

\'t!\Y]··~ 

~L· r 

_:\' {I l· ·~ 

:ur. :'.kL tt•lll.a:) 
Wli'·O!l 
i ~il!ie-. 
Wr;gi.t 
HPtHcl'd 
(il ljlt'l'. l'. ~\. 

H<~::-oiYL'tl in t1H' 1Jf.''2:'-l'ii\ l'. 

:\Ir. IL-\RTLEY tFii.:ro!ll : I m.nlt! likt• a 
littl<' infol'matlon on tllr' itcnL " f.ift-, pct·~t..'~ 
U\'Cl' _\w·tndiall rnihY !Y::' t.n P~~-)-li~ti~ter" 
£2,~00.'' I knov thal· th1' Pn,miP1' ha~ 
Px:nlainL'd thi-:. ln11 I \Ylllll a littl·• furthl'l' 
infoJ'PHl1i·nn. \Yhen a nll'nilJ<.'l' o Parliallll'lH 
has .:;;('l'Y('d a tl'I'll~ of :-PYC'll Year~. or hPPll .a 
Jll('tnLcl· of tllrce Parlianwnis. lh~ l'l'cc-ive~ 1 

pv:-.::-; OY<'r the State railw.a,v ... and it co:-t~ the 
State nothiug in C''l.~h. I know that pas:; 
only a pp] ic, ,yithin tlw bonnda rics of the 
8tate>_ The pn.~::: for ~lini~ter~, howey.cr .. is 
(liffcrcnt. Jh- thi:-; Yoh• it is alread:v c·u:-::t1ng 
£2.400. and' I want to k11ow if thPre arp 
uny {~onditinns <tttaching 10 tlw p;iYlng of a 
li£1' pa~..,. to <!· "\li11i:--tt>r ': 1t ~wPm.-. to Hlt'" 

\lllrl'at-.onabJP dnn a Sfini"tl'r ,::;.lwn~d be 
~'!'fl11tC'·d <l ]if('. r;)_~-;, 0\-l'l' aJl tl!L' railway,.:, Of 

ull tl1l) St-<]11~.-=. It \Yili be a11 in•·rPa;--ing 
,·burgt' on ench StatP. c:-pef'ia11~· if \Yithin rhe­
uext.- ft'W )-C'ar~ Ill~\Y groull~ nf ::\-Iini"tt..•r:::: are­
ek<tcrl in th<' Stnh•>. 

Th<' PRE:\Jl EH 1 rloll. E. G. Theorlmc·. 
rohillarJOI I: The conditicm; o£ the i'>;ue of 
t}~esf' na--~·t \n'C{' ,t~T!'"d upon at thf~ Prv­
mi('rs' ~( 'onfert'Ilf't· in }I•'lbourtH' ln 1923. a11d 
nrc a:' fol1o\\ :--:-

•· Tha1 li:t'P l;a:--:--1'". i~::-ll('ll to Pri111:' 
}(ini~tf·J or Pr0111icr;;; who ha \r(' hPld 
oHi(•p fo1· nut-' v~:'n·. PrP~ldPJlt.., of tlH:l 
Scnatl' aud Sp( ,1kc>rs of tlw Jlou~p ?f 
R£ 'lf~ ~l >:t·ai"iYf>S, Prr:::id0nts of the LPgl:::­
latln· ('m!liCil ... nnd Speak0r;-:; Df thP 
LPgis!;JtiYP ~\.· '~Pnlhllf'<;'. who hdVf' ~erYt>d 
ftn· tl1rC't..' n•ar~ jn tb· iU.!."gTcgatt~. ;-;hall b(' 
::;·ccoo:ni-:c(i OYPt FPdf'r'-;l-- rn1~l State rail­
'-'-:1\':-. ·)\ the· i~··UE' nf ~nlcl pa·,,r"; tn-<1il­
a1Jfc nY.Pr Hll line-:-: \o :--nch 1wr---nn:-:: nncl 
t.lH' :\~PI.\" South \Vn le-.: Go\'t'rllllH··llt. .a . .::. 
th~· eu1or ~tatt>, on lwlHtlf of th{' "'l'Y('l'al 
GnYCl'JJILPnB {_QJlCt'l'DCd. lw auihnrif\ed 
forlln\ ith to i-.. .. ul' lh l! pa--~e..- tu thc­
per.-..ml:-; quaiif1('·d nndPr thi ... re-..oiution. 

'·A C'harg·e of £1:.') 1:-. made for pach 
nass 1·~:--ql(·d. Th{' nnJonllt <·( nt:·ilJLtt,•d to 
h.:- -HJ)l)DrtioneU on a. ha .. is ·which -..vould 
allo\\~ .50 per c·(·JH. oi e<.'..Ch mnonnt to he 
naicl to the Raihn1y T>0~1artnu't1t of tht• 
~tnle in \Yhic/1 thl' r~'cipit'l!t of thP pa·~..­
re"'illr ancl lhe rcn nindl'l' of l'ach £150 
lJn nlloe~tt('cl nn1onp:.:-t ilw v::niou'- Sratl'~ 
and 1h0 Cr,r'. rr;mnYf'alth in c0rtain ratio-; 
AC(·ordinn· t0 tlH• nroxl1nirv of tlH' varion~ 
Sh.tcs t~· thar in' which tiw ro~-},Iiui~rr~r:-.: 
etc .. arP cl0wi('il<-'d. 

"Tlw l'H1l' nf <lpportionn1Pll1 1' a.; 
fn~~D\Y~: _., 

L is not necL·~_..;ary frn· 1110 to !:!:ivP t.hl' \vholc 

Hon. E. 0. Thcodore.] 
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ot the p0rccntag-c, ro be rccciYN1 h·· the dif­
f"rcnt railway ::::y~tt~ms. I ·will jnst ~]uotc the 
pcrccnt~q:..!;PS :-::.o far as QnPen~Iand i:-j cml­
cerncd. Quf'Pnfllnnd wiil rrc('iYc a }WlTl'll­

Lq.:·c' of 50 per cpnt. of the CO't of all life 
pas~r-. ..:. io::3~twd in r hi;;; Sta 1 e. 14 per cont. 011 

)Ja'·cc·c' isotwd in ::\c South 'WoJc,, 11~ per 
<'('llt. ou :w_s-:;;ps i~.'ued in \Tictoria, 9 per cc•nt. 
or1 pa~~rs i . .;;::_·uell in Ronth An .... tralia. 6~ per 
cent. oil p~ --~cs i:.;;:;;ncd in \Vc··tern ) .. u.straiia, 
5 JlPt' cent.. on p!F-3( ~ issued by the { 'onnnoli­
Wt>aith. anJ 4 p0r <'Cut. on pa;::;.:;;ps issued in 
T'"mania. Oui· of the £2.400 ·,·hiC'h i' '"kNl 
for under the YOtc' 50 ]Wr cent. is paid 
dit·Pctl~- to thr· Haihny Dt pal:tmcnt. in 
Qto <'ens! and. a ad t lw ba 1 a n<:'P to tht other 
StaH'·' in their ':<,ryi11g <l])portionnH~lH:3. The 
c·o-r. thc'rdorc. to tlw Stat" is small. The 
hon. llll'lll]Jer for Flizcoy snggP~ted that 
tlH'n~ rnight lK· largP p,1oup" of }fin1--1C'1;, n1 

tlw StatPs in the 110xt fc.v C'ar-3, but an 
c:--:<Jl!lillation <Ji 1he }Jini~tf'r' rrualifiC'd to 
n·ct'iYP thc;p lJa~·~Cs dot> not l1car out that 
f.l1<2'Q,'(•~ti')ll. 

:\fr. KERR: An• tlw pa,· 
iiYc '? 

made rctro~pt'c-

The PR~·:::VIIEH.: l'c•>. T lta,·p aln'atlv C(iY<'n 
thP nanll'S of Px-}lini::-tcr~ to '1\'hon; 'the~c· 
JltE.;:-:P-' ha\'P bP('ll i:~.;;lJPd. bnt I mny rcp{)Ut 
tlH'lll for the in:onuation of hon. lilC'tllber~­
Hon. l'. Ai1 C'Y. 1T on. \\'. D. Annstmnc:. Eon. 
,J. \\'. Hlair. ·Hon. Sir A. S. Cmdp~·. Ilon. 
,J. 11. ('<lync. Hon. D. F. Denha•n. Hon. 
G. \\'. Gra.'. Hon. li. F. llar{laerP. Eon. 
..\. U. ('. Ila1>titom. Hon .. ). :\1. HuntPl', 
Hon. \Y. Lc1:non. }J on. T. O'Sullinm. K.C .. 
Hon. \V. T. Pag·pt_ llon. A .. J. Thynne. Hon. 
J. TolmiP, and Hon .. J .. \. Filwlly. 

Some of these gcntleml'L arc Plltitlcd to the 
pa's l>y virtue of their prcsPnt office. 
Licutenant-C:~-overnors and Judges are cn­
tirlocl to passes oYer ihc Australian raihYays. 
The- nnmhcr is not likeh· to f!uctnato ypn· 
much in the near fntm·,;, o']Wcially if th;, 
pco11lc of this f)tatc in their good ~en~c cmi­
tiuue to allow the present Government to 
n'n;ain in office. (Langhtcr.) 

:\Ir. :\IAX\YELL (Toor·onu): I notice that 
£4.500 is appropriated fm· tho purposes of 
ach·crtising the State. I haYc no objection 
tl' 1noney being "\Yiscl~~ 01· judiciously spent 
for that pUJ'1lOS(': b111 "lwn it c·onw,· to 
ath-f'nl~11lf! tl1e State GoYt'rnment iustc·acl of 
the :-'tail', I Cl'rtainly objPct. ]t ha' lJPP!l pn·­
YlOIL ... ly po1ntt>d ont that an ,·xpenditnrc has 
lJPL'tJ incnrrecl in ~L'1H1ing a Lnbour Ol'ganiser 
to :\e>~· Zealand. \Yt> find that he "n·s 
nothillp; about wlwth0r th claillls of tht• 
State arn b•pt wcJl to tht. fm front in 
tlw Dominion, but that he is C]Uitc satisfied 
that at iho next election 'i'e'" Zealand '"ill 
O'Ying to Labour. That l>cing iho case. I 

strongly objoct to tlw people';; 
[4.30 ruu.] mono:; l>eing cpent in such a 

mann0r. Again~ \VC haYe the 
t•xanlplP of tht- g-entle111a11 -who atten1pted 
to ~ccurC' a <'ertain amnUl't of moneY with 
a YiP','. to l){)o;;ting Qnccn,land in the 'Cnitctl 
States. His work wa' so good that the 
Prcrnier turned do"\Yll his rcqnP~t for n n 
c'.tra £50' The hon. <rentlctnCLn P~identlY 
ihou<rht he '"as not a 'Yaluable a,] junct ~~ 
th< Stat''· · 

There is another mdhod ln· >Yhich we 
could '""]] adn,rtisc our Statc-I mean 
through our :\ational Att Galkn-. :\at· 
with'landing- the fact that we ltaYc' stressed 
the desirabilit:; of e-ducating the people of 
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the Stah\ tn thC arh·antag('s to be dcri\-cll 
frmn art. 1:othing has beC>n r1onc. It n1aY 
h• said that y•:c ,_.arc adYoc:atiug son1Pthir ~ 
that '"ill benefit on]~- the metropolitan an•a; 
bnt tl1ere are a great rnany people Yisiting 
nrisbane who come from the :\ort•hern and 
\\" t .,tern districts. and also ftom the Southern 
portion of Amtralia. £500 only pays the 
wages of the curator of the ~-\.rt Gallery. 
\Y c know that £500 will go no cli>tance at 
"li-it· '"ould not en'n bny a dc•c.:~tt picture. 
\Y(- :-:;honld not wait. as has been Buggested. 
for the compldion of n tmnt hall. and 
rrtake tbe art gallorL; rnPrel.Y a tnnnicipal 
rcctiYitY. It is the function of »·hat is 
tr·l'rneJ ihe "People~::: GoY01'1lJHl'l11" to r1o 
Ronwthing to encourage the education of the 
people ~o fa1· as t,lJe finL) arts are {'{Hll'el'necl. 

Let "" look at the position in the f:om h. 
I know I shall l>e told that the' ha,·e luul 
1,1an0• pul>lic benefac-tors in the Southern 
f)tate'; that people in the South ha Ye made 
consiJl0l'ablc bequc't' for th~ ach·ancPment 
c•t the fine atts. 'l'nfortunatcl~·. Qnccnslancl 
has not reached th0 f'1 age IY1hcn "\YC' ha Ye the 
c2.pitalists doing sin1ila1· thin§rs hcrP. \Ye 
find that Dn n1any ncca,~ions 1Yhl1 n n1rn--not 
only those "·ith, political idcae similar to 
h{)l!. nH·mb0r~ on thi:-; ~idc of the Charnlwr, bnt 
rho::-e wit11 idf'a~ ~in1ilar to t1w~r of hem. lTIPlll­

bers 011posltc~gpt a certain amount of IllOl1l':"' 

m1 "\Yhich thPy n1ay 1iYc in con1fort. t>he~v 
lPaYe Quecmlanrl to !in' in the South. and 
~pcnd their 1nono~· rhcre. 

I h;_n~,_, pre,-ious1,Y sh'C's-.:etl the un~uitabilir.\~ 
of mn· ~\_rt Ga1lc-ry for housing- picnn·r>s. I 
cntainl:. hope that the Prcmit>r will sep his 
\Vay d0ar 10 do so1nctl1i11g to ]Pad the wa.~v 
in thjs n1atter. Tak(' the Sonth _Australian 
Art Gallery. Ii is lonkcc] HJ10il "" one of 
the· sn1n1Jr-~t art. !rallrric•s in An~tralia. but 
]n n1Y opinion tlH~--rf' is no fm0r in thp Com­
lll'lin: calih. It posse""" some beautiful 
'"orb of art. I tlo not. 1hink rlwv haH' had 
a . .;:; n1an~: bequests tlH'l'C' a!" the," Ilavc had in 
:\Ielbourne. l\[onov conld not lw better 
'Jlent than in educating the rwople. yonng 
nnd old. through \York:-, 0f art. 

Tf _,·cnl go into a nun1bC'r of hon1·C.;:; to-dav 
yon ·,,·ill see framed almanacs or just 
{lnlinar_v print:-~. Sonte of the work that the 
arj- prin1t~rs nrr~ doing is Y(·r~· fine. bnt there 
j, nuthing tlwt has a grc·atcr t"ndcncy t,) 
('10Yate th0 n1int1 tha11 a first-cLasf' Art 
G a !lPl'Y, and I trnst the Prcmict· will put a 
further am<llllli for this purpose on the 
;-!.l1pplen1rntar~· E'"'tiinah,s. Year in and ~car 
out 1-Y<' haYe on th€' Jj_j~;ijnuli·es the paltry 
'mn of £500 for a Qneensland Art Gallery. 
It is not for a Quc0nsland Art Gallcrv at 
all. That i' pt·acticn lh· a misnomer. It is 
onl~· Jnt•rrnt to pa~- e0rtain inr1iYidual3 "\Yho 
tak0 carc of the gallerY. I d<l lwpe that 
"tmc. of our fricncls who ha Ye the >Yhorcwithal 
-~yiJl use som0 of their n1oncy for the pur­
Pf'C of adding- to ihc collf!di<ln we haYC. 
I do not ~av that th0r0 arc 11ot ~01110 goort 
\\'CJrks of art in om g·allen. but tho gallery 
i' in tlw 'nong 11lacc. His y,,cellency the 
GoYe>rnor, Sir ::_\Jatthf'"\V Xathan, on f'V{'ry 
occasinn that he has optme<l local art exhibi-
1 ion~ has c.;trcs«cd thP dr.::ira bilih- of cr02ting 
8 healthY c1J\~ironn1011t ln~ the f'rlcDuragPinent 
of this rlaes of '"ork. \Yho could lead the 
wav better than tho Government? It is 
11ot a fai1· thin<r to thr<lw the rcsponsibiliiv 
unon l110 mnnkinai authoritiP:;;, The Govern­
nlent should l0ad the v.-ay. and I an1 rai:;;ing 
lnY YOiC'r· 1vith a Yi0"\Y t.o ~r-C'ing whether 
it ·is not po,siblr to [id them to let the peou!c 
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of QneeH,lallcl sec that theY arc pnparcd 
to lead the wav in this CO!Jnection. The 
pic:tm·e,_ need not be COncentrated in the 
mctronolitan area all the time. There have 
!wen iihtnncc" where some beautiful \vorks of 
art baYP b00n carriel1 from ow C'nd of Aus­
tmlia to the other. and whv >houlcl not the 
people rcctp tho bcndlt of th0se \Yorks of art? 
\Ylwt c·an \YP say to the people in the South 
1xhen thev con1e here and ask about our 
Art Galloi·v ·: The comment that is made in 
that eomwction is not very flattering to the 
(;oyernrnent. 

:\Ir. TAYLOR (Winrlsor): The second 
item in this vote is £4.500 for advertising 
thf' State. You can Rpcnd rnoncy ·wisely in 
advertising the State and you can throw 
rt\Y<lY rnone.v ln adn:>rtising the StatP-that 
i:-:. by advertising in quartor:-J whcr.e it brings 
llO return. I do not kno-,, what method is 
adopted \vith regard to achertising tho Stat·.· 
Lut .rllcll ad\rcrti'"'Plnt~nt"'. are going to bP 
ln~ortf'cl in newspapers, those reBponsibk! 
~hould kno\v the circulation of the paper, 
where it ciJ·culates, and whether the adver­
tisement is likelv to be of anv benefit to th" 
"·tatc. Tf that 1;rinciple is foilowod, we shall 
probably gPt good results fro1n our adYer­
tisinu,·: rnti j[ i! is d~n)(_• in a haphai'ard 
faf-'hion, we arc :::-imply wa.:;ting our n1oney. 
In adYC'rtif-'inp: ihe State in ne,vspapers 
throng·hout tho Commonwealth these things 
~hotlld b0 giYcn eYery attention so that "''c 
shall g-l't the hest possible return for the 
mou<':v PXJWncled. I also notice that thc>re is 
an item. "Grant to Commomvealth Prickly­
pcar Board. £2,000.'' I would like to know 
from the Premier how long \>O are to con­
tinue paying that grant. \Ve have estab­
li;;hed a Prickly-pear Commis-,ion, and an 
amount of £100,000 has been placed on the 
EstinHttc~ in that connPction. 

At 4.40 p.m., 

:\Ir. Dr~sTA~ (Gympic). one of the panel of 
Tentporar.Y Chairn1cn, rclicYed tho Chair1nan 
ln the chair. 

:\fr. TAYLOR: Considering the S'late is 
:-:;.pending ~nf'h an enorrnous an1ount of money 
for its O\YD Prickly-pear Con1n1ission in order 
to Jeal with this p0st, which affects ~ew 
South \Yair. as well as Queensland, I would 
like to kilO\\' from lhc Pr~micr how much 
longer this payment of £2,000 to the Common­
\Yealth is to be continued. 

Then I notice there is £1.250 .·et dm,·n for 
the Pxpen'es of an .\uRtraiian trade repre­
>rntat\yr. in the Ba,t. I hope that 1he day is 
not fu distant when neither this Go·, ornment 
nor any mhc'r Govf'l'11fllent will contribute 
n. nyt hing for trndr> rf'pl'C'S·f'ntation in the East. 
:\ly opinion in connection "'l.vith trade rf'presrn­
tation in the East or in an,· other part of the 
world is that those interested can get better 
servie0 by having· their 0\\'11 appointee;;. ~\ 
trade representative was sent to the East bY 
the CommomYenlth and the States. He wu,; 
appointee! in good faith. but l1r had not been 
there any length of time bdorc he was 
rr'called. 

The PRBIIER: Are you "peaking of :\Ir. 
Little? 

:\Jr. TAYLOR: Yes. 

Tlw PREMIER : The St,ttPs ha cl nothing to do 
\Yith it. 

:Yir. TAYLOR: \Ye lun·o ex]wndcd a con­
~id0rablf' amount of n1oncy i11 ord.cr to p;et 
trade rPprc''entation in the Bast and in other 

pads of tlw "·arid. bnt the men \H' hav0 
:'-.t•nt as reprC'~f'ntatiYe3 of tlw State ha,-0 
~i!.nHllh· fn il0d to C'<llTY out tht~ dntip:-:. fnr 
'.·:hich tlw:: haYc lwen a·ppoilltcrl. allrl I think 
the• tinH'· ha..- arriYed "·hen th ,, ..-..hnnlcl lH• cut 
011t. . 

The Premier rlPalt \Yith lifP pas<<'' to c•x­
:Jiini:;;ter..:: OYPl' A .. n:o;trahan l'aihntY"'. I ·~nl 
(;lJP of tho~p \Yho think that we ~;re !:!..' tting 
into a ]n_'l'niciou~ pra(__'tic(', noi onl::, in Qu('PJlS· 
land 1mt thron~tlldut AnsiTalia. in n•g·aJ·cl to 
frPC' ]Ht;.<:o;p~ .(lJl ~·ill' raih·<ay lil!('.", ttnd 'I think 
thnt tlH' tin1c ha::-; roine y~·hen '"' . .;honid eall 
., bnlt ill that JirPctiou. I anJ not :-.J)(•akill~ 
in H pPl':"OlWl S('113P, but. eon~idcrin{T tht• \Va\­

thP practice i~ being cxt·Pnd0cl. and in Yic"'I.Y 
of the hard battle \Ye lmve in all the Sbtos 
to nwkc both t nds 11100t. it i:-; ti1110 we 
~tnpped tlH:o contintwnc·' of this pra.dicro.-at 
ill! <'YC'nts. that '"" do uot c:dc'Hrl iL If I 
}J;l(1 my ,. a:,, I won1d cut Tt out tO-ll!OlTOYL 

Th:• PRE_\IIER: ThiA d('('i~ion \\·a:-: fir-'t 
an·in'd at in 1909, \Yh<~n l\If·;;;~r.". DenlHtnl, 
BanH '· .. and O'P.ulJi,~an agTPed to jt. 

:llr. T..\.YLOH: I know that dw ]), nham­
H·lnH•s _..\(lnlini . .;tration ,, l'l'l' l't'."')Hn1:--ibl(' foe 
fl'(·f' JW~:-:~·~ for 1 ife lH'ing g:iYE'll to llHqnlH·J . ..., 

'\.he bad st'l'Y('d in tlll'f'~' Pnrlia1 .. t>n1 . ...:. bnt 
the,· '' I'P {)ll the \\Tong track. \Yt' Y\·ant to 
g<•t back ~< r;·a in a..- ~oon a..- \YC Clll to tlH' 1·i D:ht 
1rack ~ 

T}H'n' an rruitc a nunlbf'l' of item~ on thP 
T<>timatcs \Yhich \\·ill lta\'C the support of 
PYCrvone. Tlw n·n a1 k~ \Yhi{'h th0 hon. nwm~ 
lwr for Toowong n1acl0 with reg-ard to thP \rt 
Gallf'J'Y arn all 1·ight·. hut ·c ca1mot afford 
tl10 nHHL':v ai· th0 pr0sr·nt tinH'. Tl!Pt'<' ar<• 
qultr a nnn1h0r of public n1cn in QuPc·n~­
land wl1o could giye a~.;;.l:::;iance and cnab1P us 
to <'stablish ~tn · "\rt Gallen-. h has lF•PH 
done by public men in the ;,th'T Riatl's. but 
nojhing· ha:-:; hPPll Jont' iu that dil't'ction in 
QuPPmland. 

The PHE:\IIER (Hon. E. G. Tlwoclmc. 
('!1 ;lhtr;r)r): I wi~h to rcf ·r to OlH' or h1·o 
th-in~~ "-hich tlH' hon. nlC'lHbC'r for \Yilld·.ol· 
bt>' mcntionPrl. The QTant of J.:2.000 to the 
Commonwealth Priekfv·pear Board is made 
11nd0r an agreement C\)ill<'' to ~~~ w Mouth 
\Yalr~~ n nd Qnc>('n.sland with (_';::n;nnoll-
yq al-th GoY0l'Dnll'nL This is tht• year of 
th·' <:tgn'Pm ·nt. Th0 qlH'."'tion !" n1nJO.~·t ccr­
t .. tin io hP <q:rnin g-ono into. nJJcl if it i_.;;, I 
think '•\f' arc hound to umtinue the ~Tallt. so 
1on.~r a~ \YC' an' ."ati:-:fied ihat tl1P Bna1·d is 
doin~ U."('ful YN)rk. The ',\ork of thP Com­
JnoniYl'nlth Board i~ Yt'l'Y djfft'l'c•nt from the 
\York l'.C'quired to b0 dol)(~ b~, th0 Pricki."--Pf'(lT 
Cnrnn;i, ,,ion nf Qnp(~n..,land-not t•ni ircly 
d!ffcrf'llt, Lecauso our Vriddy-pcar Conunis­
~-imJ \Yill takf' adY'lllt •gp of tlw \1-'ol'k of rh0 
CoJJlnlonwr·alth Board, whi{ h j.,"llf'~ :-- ·iPntiflc. 
\'('port;;; in , C)JlllN·t.ion ith biolo~lcal e·';.peri­
t·t: ni:-. rnadc in l'<'£~;arc1 to th Jestn1ction of 
pri(·k1,\ -llf'dl'. 

\Yith rcgarc1 to the Yoto for tlw <''-'ponses 
nf thP An,tralinn traclo rcpn·<cntati,·e in the 
'East. for wbich £1.250 is spt clown this year 
as nguinct £1,500 last yPaJ·, this itPm is paid 
nndcr agn•Ptncnt l\-ith the oth('l" State~ and 
1h0 Commonwealth. As to whether it is 
\vl~c to haYc a relH'f'senhltiYP in the nntnre 
of a GnYl~rnnlcnl- Tradr Con1n1issioner in the 
East. th0n:~ 1na\ be n diff01'f'llf'f' of opinion, 
but :tftf'l' the 'in('I'Pa~Pd ('X:PPrif'nce of th0 
last Y' nr or two-th0 nrrang0n10n1' has lwen 
in existenr0 onlY a short time-I think that­
it is not likcl~· 'that the pre-;ent ~ysten1 "'l.vil1 

Hon. E. G. TliPodore.] 
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be cont inuP(1. as the expenditure appears to 
he somewhat futik. That is not intended 
m any sen3c as a reflection upon the ability 
or the usPfulncss of the present occupant 
of the position. lie is a Yery capable busi­
uess man 1.vith a very considerable co1n­
mcrcial lmowledge of Eastern conditions; 
but the position does not appear to be pro­
ductive u£ nny ver.\~ lasting good or in the 
promotion of much tt·adc with tho East. 

.. \Ye had the adnrntagc of listening to an 
~uldrPss a wcPk or hvo ago fron1 l\llr. Cohen~ 
who has first-hand lmowlodge of life in the 
EaE=-t. and hon. n1Pn1ber~ had an opportunity 
of jn:'iging of his ability; but I ha ye gained 
r.hc nnpref:~lon that n, Govf'rnrnent trade 
TC'prf'spntaiive in the East on these lines is 
not produciiYP of rnnch good to tho pro­
ducers thcm,dn's and tlwt the; should haYc 
their own organis ,tion. They should be pr•c­
parcd to ~pPnd tnonp~r and have their rcpre­
oentaiives in tlw East who can actually 
handle' thPir gooch and pnt them in tl1e 
hands of the distributors. Onlv in that wav 
can cfiPdive trade rccult. ' · 

\Vith n'g-anl to the remarks of the hon. 
member for \Yindsor conL'orning tlw Art 
Gallery, it is cYidPnt that it is impos­
slbk for ns to c'ta.blish a gal1en· on credit­
able linos owing t{) the panci!y of the funds 
-at OUJ' dispo:-,al. Xobody terogniscs more 
than I do the value of .an Art Gallery in 
dw dPvclopment of the people ecfucatioi1allv 
and the cultivation of ac-thdic taste. Tluit 
f'an be done b.\· UlPD..-11:1 of an .Art Gallery, 
but such a gallery ea nnot he provided by 
Government funds 'vhen there are much 
morl' nrgPnt .cJpmand::- for them in other 
Jirc(•tionH. In South Australia thev have 
an Art Gallery which vv<mld be a Cl:c'<lit to 
an~~ cou11try in the- 1-vorld. 

HoxoeR.\.BLE ).IEJ.lBLTIS: I-I car, hear~ 

The l'RE:\IIER: Thcv havl' Australian 
pidnrc-" aucl pictun'~ b'v n1oderu 111aster;-; 
p~rclwse(! oYer~ca~ und }>ictures by n1asters 
01 ceutuncs ago. But thPy have haLl benefac­
tion" of one kind or auothC'r which n1ust 
have aggrc'iatcd lnmdreds of thousands of 
pounds. ThP,. have al_,o benefited in respect 
of otlw1· public instituti01is by the hountv 
of privat0 f•itizcn;e.:. T'hrir r;.n]yprsihr h::;P. 
lwcn large]~- endowed. Their School of 
Industry and l\fine· and other institutions 
han' all lwnofitP<l. \YP hav-e been unfor­
tunate in Qucemland in not having had the 
benefit of genr:rous douations of that kind. 

l\Ir. MORG.\~;: \\' c ha ye had no we·llth 'l 
Dl01l hPl'P. , 

The PRK:\IIER: Tlwt is where the hon. 
InPnlbl'r i:; cni-ir<'ly wrong. In QuccnslanJ 
thPl'f' ha,-c lJf'C'll acclnnulatl'd large fCJrtune~, 
hn1 unfortuna tr>].,~ 1 hP nL·n \Yho ha ,.0 U('C'HDl!t-

1at0-d ~ .. vcaltlt ha\·e l'ithPr bad 110 l{'anine: in 
this dirPct ion or hav-e left the' State (O r~'id.• 
elRewhcrP. 

~Ir. T(Er.so : Tllr l'C' is on1 ~ Oll(' big city 
111 South Australia. · 

The PREMIER : There is more than one 
in Queensland. and so WC' should hav-e had 
more assistance'. But I do not think that 
rhat factor l.an b(' t-aken into consideration. 

··The people who have hac\ the means have 
not been animated by the right spirit. 

His Exceilency the Gon·rnor has pointe<l 
out on one or two occasions the neccRsitv­
I thin~ •h<; p:1t it that way-for supporting 
those msbtutwns. Tlw mpport must conH· 
Irom v-oluntary aiel. \Ye cannot look to tlw 
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GoYernrr1cnt to pro vide funds, b£'ca use those 
fnntls arc required for other vurposcs, and 
there is such a st1·inge11t dcn1and upon thP 
GovcrnrnC'nt in ot.hPr clir€~ction:-;. Au Art 
GallerY that would he cre<litablo (o a com­
llltlllit \~ of our :::ize. and a connnuuitv of tl1u 
standt~rd of development and education that 
\,T hav-e iu Queensland. would cost £250,000 
for a collection of pictures and a suitable 
bnilding to house thc1n in, and J ou ean_not 
expect the Governme<It tn app1·opnato 
£250,000 for that purpcse. That can onl:c 
he done by t•hosc who have the means. 

l\Tr. Enw.\RDS: You will hav-e (o alter 
YOlir poliry or ou ·h·ill ncYcr haYe thl~ 
tn:eans. 

The l'RE:\HER: Tlw hon. gentleman is 
takiug- n Ycr;· litHitPd view. Let hin1 turn 
oYer in hi~ mi11d \vhat iustitutim1s we ha.vu 
i 11 QnPcnslancl aHn fift- or sixty 'car,, of 
>elf-gov-ernment. Let lnm teke that period 
-not merely thfl la;t tpn vcar~. durillg-

bich tlw tJo.\~Pn1n1en1. l1ave been, iu offic L' 

--nnd '"'_'f" "\Yhat institution "\YC' ·l1ave ia 
(),!cen;;;lallcl as a rr.;;u]t of pfforts by priYar~· 
donors. \Yhat inst-itutions haY<~ 1Jf'P1l ~l't up 
b.'· ,.a,· of public benefaction •md an' worth:· 
of hc·ing callf'd att<'lltioll to'? 1 call on1:: 
ca.ll to mind hYo institntinns--011<' !lw \Yalt<•r 
a.ncl F.liza. l-Iall rfru~t whic·h rnakPs gra11t'"' 
in aid of ho,pitah and other institutions 
and the Sir Samuel :\1cCauglwy hcf[lll'oi1 to 
the Univ-ersity. 

Mr. ELPllll\STO::>E: Ancl the Dogs' Horn··, 
at Y orongn. 

Tl><' PH.Ei\HER : Looking at it in that 
lig-1Jt. it 1~ a vPry ~Prinn::; n•fl0c·tion upoll the 
1wople of QuC'en,]and. when you c<1n onh 
1'<'{ all at th0 rno~t 1"\YO institution~ thai ar;' 
worth talkinp: about. There :t:n~.e a fpv.r 
mi110l' va~os in coru,cchon \Yith \i'i--hich the 
donor::; nrc 0ntitlPcl to t'YC'l'\~ {'J'f'dit. TlH'fl' 
art' ~('holHr:-<hip:-; and t1wi :-.~n·f, of thlng. bnt 
the~- arc small. 

:\Tr. \Ymm:x: Then· is the Ranclall Art 
Ciallt>ry in Routh Bri~barw. 

Th<· PRE:\ITEH: Yes. 'l'll('rc are >onw 
cuclowed ficholar!',·hi]J:-: at th~_, 17nin:'r~it:;.· and 
clsc\Yh('Tf', but thf'Y rlrP rninor thing-.·;· conJ­
]l<ll'C'd \Yl1h IYhat '11a~ IJN'n fionc in >":'~On!h 
Aubtralia. \~id.ori;J., and ::\('\V Bouth \YalL•s. 

:\lr. '\L-\X\YELL (Toownnrf): H is '""'" 
g-ratih-ing to hear thc reply from th<• 
l 1 l'l'1llir>r ;.hat "·c l~tlYe had this afh1 rnoo~L 
}Tp is YPl"!' 'ympathctic towards art in this 
State. hut I \\Ould rntlwr '"'' a hUle prac­
tical s)·mpath.v imt<,acl of cold-blooded 
hYDllHtthy. T won1cl likP to ·"PP: the Uov("'"l'n­
lll<'nt tak0 the lc.1d '"·en if the~· olll!· pro­
Yide £2.000. I realise ihat we• haYc 11ot 
got a n1onC'yf'd class ]n QnPPn~land, anll I 
he YC no doubt that tlw Prcmic1· 'aw th" 
rl'port of lhe paper rl'acl by l.\fr. \Yick0n,. 
t,Jw Commonwealth Statistician. at the c.~n­
fcreJ>co in Adelaide the other day. 

1\Ir. CoLLI::>~: There arc people horc wmth 
£500.000. 

The PRE)JIER: Tll('r<' ar<' manv nduable 
pictlH'C'S in the po~sC'ssion of ]ll:jvatc pC'r­
sons. and they ought to be made availablP 
to the public. I think it is incumbent upon 
the owners to donate some of those pidnr<'s 
to the Art Gall<'ry. 

1\fl-. :\IAX\YELL: There are some n'r~· 
good pictures in i-h0 State. bnt tho GovernM 
mcnt c;lwnld take tlh' l<'ad in !his matter. 
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"The,· "houlcl r:ot plaer• onlv a paltn· £500 
on the Esti1na tL'~. That su!n js, not fnr an. 
hut to pay the cm·<110r whc look' after tlw 
place. 

I an1 Ycry glacl to see th0 SecretarY for 
1lines back in his po~ition. <LJd I arn' YC'r\­

gla~cl tha~ ~c '"a.s ::-:o fortunate ;)~ to e:::.cap'e 
senous ll1Jlll'V 111 thr• n1oror aceident iu 
An1crica. I ~lo nut kuow \dwtht•r I would 
be in order at thi..; :-.tagp in a:-'king th0 hon. 
gentlen1'an fo~~ i11fonu::ttion in ronnection 
\Yith the British EmpirP Exhihitio11 anrl tlw 
position that Queensland occupic>d then•. 
I _would ask the l'remiPr if an opportunity 
lnll be g'IYcn lH to obtain that infonnation. 

The PRDITEH: That \Yill prob"bL· be· e·iY<'n 
-on the report of tlw rP.--olntion~. · ._ 

:\h. ::\L-'\.'1:\YELL: So long· as I nntierstanrl 
ihat. I arn qnltt~ 1n·cp;:n·cd'- tn wait. ThPrP 
:i.::. an itr>rn hC'l'P in connection \Yith expL'il~P..- · 
Df ihr. Jlriti>h Empire Exhibition, and I 
~l10nght thi~ ''"t.?nld be .a gool_t opportunit-~· 
to f3(·ck ::::c,tno 1nforn1at!Oll. I ~hall adopt 
tlv' SlH(g't1 -.tion of the· Prcmipr. 

:\h. :\IOHG.\:\' (Jluril/ul: L~>r war tlw 
··~u.u o: £-t.0v;) l'.as H]Jln·opriate.J ft~l' adYl'l'­
flo:nl.Q' dw Sta1P. 1 ·wuiJ]Ll Jike to kuow 
frou1 tlw Pn·mil•r lJo\v nnwh of that nwnpy 
v:a~ ex.pf'lHlccL and in what. ''· i1 \Ya·..:. 

P:-qJPnckrl ~ I wonicl al>o like knn\\· 
\YhethcT thP anwunr of £329 9,,. 3d. rhat '""' 
-paid1 to (, S1_ui1h_'~ \YL•Pkl~ " fo1· 10.000 copic." 
of tuc < pcetal b~1W on the cott-on iBdn~1l'Y 
canH• out of tl10 Spcf'ial Conting0tH'Y Fnnci 
·whi{ h 1~ undPr thC' control of t'he f)rcn1ier: 
·o:c oul of i h(' ft;nd for ·· ::\IiscPl1ancou~ St•r­
\Ti(·l\:o;.'' whi{'h id nbo u11ch_,r tlH~ co111rol Df 
thp lwn. ~rf'1Jtl(•mau·: It :--hould haYP (•)!lll 
nur of tht• an10U11t '-~uthori~P·rl b\T ParlinnH'lll 
The re-port oi tlH Auditor-C;0n.c•ral nwuti-cn~ 
thP C'XpC'ndittH'(' of thi~ mollPY. I rl.1 1 ~irC' to 
poin1 o11t tha1 10,000 r-opie.' of "Smith"> 
\YPt>kl:v ., at 4d. \H'l' enpv attlOUilt lo <-£155 
13s. 4d., _..~et £389 9o. 3tl. was paid. 'l'he 

"(lf'fi('i('1K.,V Juts not h(1 t'll 0xplainf'l1. T(\ nw it 
1~ rxrrannlinary. If a 1H''.,,--.papPr \rhoH' 
pubJi ~hin!l: JFi('l' i~ 2d. \Ya~ c..~kt1 d to ~C'll 
10.000 copi0.' of an i."llP. rlwy ~,n ul<l pro;,~ 
1~ bly (]l~Ot{' lbd. l'('l' CD\))": but P\'Pll if tht> 
lull prw":.~ jl('l" ~in.:!l~' i"':-o.LH-' of 4d. WL,S paid 
{)IJ}y £lS5 13·o 4{l. i::; UCTOLllltPd for. If Wt' 

tAkP i"JH-. po~hq:rP to Lonclon .on ea-c}, f'Op>: at 
2.1.. anotlwr £77 would bP aborlwtl. b11t 
thc•rr• i..::. :-:til1 a lal'~.!'f-' amount to !1p aceonn1Pd 
f)r b,v tltr Prcnlit>r. Th1• Pn•mif i' to\d n·; 
df'f-lnitl'ly 1hnr n< thin!.!.· \Yas J;aid ])\· thl' GP­
Y{ rnment for writing ~lP thf' 'o rticlP.' Ilc told 
tlw Con1mitt~"C' tlwt th~) [lrticlc• \nl"' ~.roing· to 
lw \'i·ri11c•u whPth(~l' 1h<> GovPrHnlellt. 1~ook ·any 
·<'onlv:-; or J'nt. •· S111ltlt'~ \Yf't.'kh-" ."Pllt ~~ 
-~Jl,"!: to QiH'Pllslnnd to 1vrih• up.11H' eohoit 
l!-:c1u::-;trv. HlH1 011 thP al·tic1c' Hj)lJear-in~r thP 
GoYc·rnJJH'n1- dcc·i{lL1 d to pn re ha '-'t' iO.OO'J 
\'OJ)U.':". ), YCl'~ 1Al'f=!."P RlllOllllt of llL:.t C'X])Pll­
ditlll'l~ hu~ Eot yP~ hr0n t'X')]aiEccl. 

Th" ~'JEC'HET.\ RY FOll ::\II:\'ES (HoB. 
~-\. ,J. Jm~f':--. f'ru:,lili(JftJn): ThP hon. lHPmbt'r 
for Toowoll~- rni~c·d rl1P qnPstion of the' 
<'.XJlr'l"<'" of the Briti>h Empir0 Exhibitio11. 
T tn kJ-' it t ha 1 1 he £6.000 u.'lk~~d for on thL' 
EstiJnatPs i~ portjon of Qut'l'n~lnnd'~ quota 
·to the GPncral Australia Fnnrl. \Ye knc·\\· 
,d,.•n >tarting on ihi, work that the total 
{"'O~r of on~;anl:'.i tlg' t.hP Australian bt'Ction \Vas 
"'t do\Yll a1 £300.000. I Px1Jlai1wrl 1har fnlh· 
to hon. nH'ntber::- during la~t· :"-('..:.:-:i~)Jt of Parli:l'­
Jlll'IJL \YhPn th£'- opportunit_\ or·cuJ's, I can 

gin• ,~wn. Ll n1bcr~. funhl'l' infonnation 
rc;.::arlilllg thl' t)XlH'IlLhtun-'. 

:\h. ""Iorrc 'X: Ilo ,·ou i"u" a report? 

Tlw SE\'RE.TAR¥ FOR ::\II:\"ES: Thi> 
~tu te i:-. cow 1nitte-tl to its apportionment of 
rhat £300.000. and the amount 10 be conrri­
IJL;tc~ hy Qnec'n,land will probaldy be' 
-~o2.u00. 

::\Ir. ELJ'HJX~TOXE: \Ya;:;; uot· nn incn'a~l·d 
YOlC' ])tl;-.~(-'l b,.T rarliattlPllt? 

ThP SE''HETAHY FOH ::\Il:\ES: Yr". 
qttitL' t.'arl:v,. in the- ll10Yt'illPDt. 

)fr. ELPHJXSTO:\E: IIa~ nn incrt1 <L-.C'J yote 
11nt !n'C'Il lHl~H~cl latt(•r]y? 

Th" SECRETAHY HJH. :1II:\ES :-;-o. Tt 
j,.-, hopl1 '1 that tlw C-'XlH:nditnrc ou thP Au .. ..:.­
tr.::li.:tll :-:('("~ion 1riil ·be kPpt within the 
ongiual c,.f.Imau• of £300.000. _-\n e::-titnatP 
ha> b<>r·n ]lr.']Jnl'l'cl of the prob~h1p co,t. an~l. 
:--JIL'aking frr,nl nw:norY. lt :-ho\v~ that: th(• 
'.~penclitcu·p will prohahl,~ be £311.000, 
which i~ -lig·lnl~- OYf'l' tlw ori~·inal e~tinHttP. 
The qw .ri·"Ll v,·ill ari~0 wllf'tber the <\'\.ce"'" 
l'\:]lL'l~diturP i-" n ll obligation to LP a(-._,utnPd 
Ly tlh' Co1anw1H\ t:.'<.dth. or \Yhcther it will ln~ 
a llJRlh _· for HlTHll,&!-\1 lllPlH ht>tWL'Ptl thl' f'~Hn­
lllOll\YPalrh <:llll1 the Yariou." Statt'-"· }fo\\. 
f'\'Pl'. ~ome re·.-elllH'- ha~ beC'-u t-Dtnius;· ;n f1·0nl 
ilw E·dtillition which it is hoperl \Yill n•duc·c' 
thi~ a:)lOLllH to Y ithiu the original ~:__'~~· inHtH'. 

Thf• rPvC>nup fron1 f'a1es has ber~n increas­
ing :::.in cl-' i 1ll~ connnencenll'lH of the \VarinC'r 

month> of rlw Y<'lr, and l~uecnsland's por­
t icm. I take it. \Yill amount to 

[5 p.m.] about £22.000, \Yithout going 
into de1ails. as has been pointed 

ont b~· the l'rcmipr and thP hon. men•bcr 
for (h.:]0~-. the benefit~ accruing fnnn .an 
Exhibition of rhc charocter of th, \Yemblev 
Exhibition cnnnot hC' n10~:::nred fro1n thO 
]1oint of vi~._,.,- of pounJ~. l'.hilling;;., and pence 
taken at tltC' p;at't'. ThC'!-" nuu;t bP Yicwecl 
rather in th0 light of national benetlts. Aus­
tralia'~ p<tt·t v:a~ ln'll rnaintained. and. i_f 
\H' \YCl'l' doing· it ag-aln--I :-.nenk Oil behalf 
of the wh1)h~ Of till~ Conuni3~i~ncr::-~\Y0 could 
profit by a few Init-tnkcs. 

::\Ir. KEf H): \Y ere not the apples well 
advC'rli:":t tl·: 

Tlw SEC:RETARY FOH MINER: I am 
in a scriou~ ~train rhi:0; aft.f'l'llOon. 

:\h. KELRO : So am I. 

The• REC'HETARY FOR :1II:\'ES: I think 
An:-:;tral1a wn::- wcU advertised as a whole, 
and that th(' bc11cftts arcrning cannot be 
Jnt'<l::;nrl'd h~- 1 <)ancb .. sbillings, and pence. 
~\n:,n·alia 'siJl lH'ver regret, ancl Quccn~land 
:-;hould l1f'YC'r regrPt. tho part she took in 
this grLd \Ymld'> Empire Exhibition. 

Hox. J. G. ~3,.PPEL (."llbrrt): \Vith those 
,,·ho l'PlH'L\o;Pilr <'ountry district·· .. and ospeci­
all~- fruitgrowing arC'as. it is a question \vhy 
tinlP .aflt.'t' tin1c \VL' arc ach·ised that pro­
rluc1' put up in th0 shape of preserYes are 
not put 11p in a sufficiently attractiYe form 
to (_:tU:-P tlun attPntion bcin!:! giYc-n to the1n 
,,-hich \Hmld rcnde1· thcr1J commcrciallv 
nlnablc to the Pxtent that tlwv should be. 
I dP~in~ to ask tho Prernicr ~,viio is respon­
>iblP for the gl't~np of these articles? \Yould 
it not bP po>sibh' to g0t them up in the 
a ttJ ,cctiYe form necessary to appeal to con­
~unlcr:o: in those countries ,vhcre we propo3e 

Hon. J. G. AzJpe!.] 
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io pu::;h tlH'nl? Tinw after tin10 the infor­
tna.tion co1ncu Lack that snch and such a 
product or prcscrYC has been put np in an 
unattractiYc forn1 and its Yaluo has thereby 
been minimised. "Gndoubtcdly this question 
afiects a largo area in Queensland where 
<liffercmt products arc grown for which we 
n1ust look for a 1narket oYerseas. '\Yould it 
not be possible to get expert evidence as to 
1 he best methods of putting up these articles 
to IH,l.kc thr>nl attractiYt' and saleable? 

:\Jr. ELPliiXS'l'O::'\E (Oxlcy): I sincerely 
hope that the opportunity will arise before 
the Estimate. go through to gl'l right into 
the question of the Australian exhibit at 
\\'emblcy. A great deal of success hae been 
achieved. but a tremcndou' lot is to be 
criticised. 

The PRD'IER: The question mav be raised 
on ahnost any cstin1ate where a department 
contributed to a display. 

:\Ir. ELPIII::'\STO::\'E: I presume it is 
ntther late in the dav to enter into a dis­
<·ussion of that sort no":· \\'here the Common­
".""lth pxpended £300,000~and Queensland 
has contributed a lar;:re proportion of that~ 
I think the people of Queensland arc entitled 
to a statement as to whether tlw project 
v;as a ~ucrPSR or a failure'. .:\ eccssarily there 
is much room for critici,,m. I do not wish 
to Le unjust. but. necessarily, 1nistakcs n1ust 
han lwen made. I should like to know 
from the Premier wlwtlwr there is anv inten­
t iou to con6nue the Exhibition for a" second 
year. · 

The PRE:IIIER : \Y o h<t ,.o not vet been con­
,ultPd as to \vhethcr \YC will" agree to a 
continuation or not. 

:\Ir. ELPHIKS'fOXE: The S'ccretary for 
:\Iinc,;, who is chairman of the Queensland 
Committee. did me the honour of inviting 
me to beeome a nwmber of the Committee'. 
1111d I did what I could to a'.sist, and in that 
po..,ition one becorncs po~sessed of informa­
tion which I think this Committee should 
lta,-c, as !he people responsible for the 
t'Xpf'ncliturc of the n1oney. 

1\Ir. :\IonG.\X: Should ,.e not have a 
report 'I 

:\h. ELPHI::'\STO:t\E: Probably that ,,ill 
lw availablo later on, but the Exhibition 
will dose on 11th ::'\oycmber, and our Com­
Ini~~ioner thr:l'P wa'1 bu~y getting certain 
altcratione made \Yhich will probabl:, im­
jll"OY(' thP Exhibit ion l)C'fcn'<' it i~ finally 
doc;e<:L and I take it that no report will be 
a ntilable during this scsoion of Parliament. 

I nn1 going io transgre~s a little b~7 inYiting· 
the l'rcrniPr to make sorno statt'mont in this 
Chamber in regard to his experience of the 
]1:rnpire Parliamentary Af'sociation whibt in 
_Londolt. I cannot 1nake refere11ce to it on 
the vote because that is passed, bnt I belioYc 
the Premier wishes to make some statement, 
and I think the Commi 1 tee should hear some­
thing from him in regard to that Association. 
Visiting members of Parliament from all 
parts of the Empire received womlerfnl hos­
pitality and assistance whilst in London. 
\Ye \H'ro made most comfortablc and wel­
<:omc in all parts of the House of Commons 
and tlw Honse of Lords. and as an educa­
tional medium I do not think it has an 
equal. The remarks I made to the secretaTy 
of that rnovPment when leaYing were that I 
h[ld not come acro~s a nu1n who '"a~ doing 
more to accomplish the \YOl'k of Empire 

[Hon. J. G. Arprl. 

building than rl11-1t particular gnt]cnwn. an(J 
I 1 hiuk tlw Pn•IuiL•r ·will PXJH'~'S~ a ~in1il~l'-" 
Yiln,,. I Hill :2;lad to ~(-'(' that Qtll'('llslancl 13 
goinp: to do :-;ornething to\\ arfls contributing 
to t1H' co:-.r of that A~.3ociation, and \Yl' 

mHlonbtNih· rcc<'ivcd full benc·fit from it. 
:i\lembe1> ~f thi' Assembly, quite indepen­
dent cf their political Yiews, were mad<" 
,-n~ 1 eontc and rctciYcrl all the a~sistanre the',; 
rwcded. · 

At 5.8 p.m., 
The• C'rL\IR)UX n•sumcd the chair. 

Tlic PRE:\IIER (Hon. K G. Theodorc, 
('hillrrgrn): If l am not out of order in 
rdcning to it here. I should like to say that 
thr Goyc•rnment al'8 pl'O\"l(ling a stun of £lOo­
as a contribution towards the publication 
i~'·necl by th0 En1pirc Parlian1entary .._-\.s3o­
ciatiOJ• At the ><amc tinw~I haYB ah·ca-d•. 
tnl•ntioned it to ::\Ir. Speaker-I desjre to se'e­
~onHl aetiou taken to haYe a, branch of the 
Empir0 Padian1cntary Ai;::;ociation fanned _in 
Quccn,Jand. (Hear, hear!) The Empne 
Parliamental'Y A:::-sociation heretofore has 
bePn c·omprisccl of members of the House of 
Commons and of the House of Lords and the 
membt•rs of the Dominion Parliaments, but 
not of the State Parliaments. Latterly they 
haYi=' t:n]a rgcd their e:ons1 itutiuu, and ha Ye 
no\\· im·itcd the members of the State Par­
lian1C'Ill':' in ~.\.uf'tra1ia to become mc1nbers of 
the ~\---ociation. It will be a n'rY useful 
thing !o members to belong to that Asso­
ciation T'·h~llC'YC'l' the\~ contcn1plato a YlSlt 

not onl,,- to Englan'cl. bnt to 1hc other 
Dornlnions, bo('ansc 1ncmbcrs of l_)arliament 
ln all the oth0r D01ninions arc members or 
an• affiliatNl YYith the Empire Parliamentary 
,hsociation. and considerable facilities are 
g-iYPn to traYclling n1cn1bers to n1cet and 
Px:changc opiuions ·with other members. no 
matter what their party politics arc. The 
headquarters of the Association are. \V cst­
minster Hall and the Houses of Parhament, 
Euglaud. ThP t-ecrctary is a 1nost courteous 
.srentl0uwu. and he cndeaYours to giYe CYcry 
faciliiv to yj~itlng' n1C'n1berR of Parlia1nent, 
including· trRYPlling facilities. The As.so­
cie::tinu 1 Jt'O\-ide~ readin~-roon1s 1o 1vlnch 
JlH'lltber:-; c tl1 r0sort. and there is a full 
rangC' of current newspapers from praeti­
callv tlw \Yhole of the Empire and publi­
enti~n~~; l,i all kind~ of interest io par1ia­
ntcntan· n1cn1bcr:-;. Facilities to n1cet 1nen1-
L0rs or" other Parliamento arc afforded, and 
tht<Y illYariabl· jnyito Yisiting 1nembers to 
1np~•t oi her n1e~nbPrs in 111eetings and dcliYer 
lPd nrc~. The,,~ also send delcga tions fron1 
Enp·land to tlw yarious Dmninions. and 
im·itt' cl~legations from the various 
Dornlnion:;; to yjsit England. 

_'\ 1 1<:1 1·1 ian .'nt '1''; dP1c~rn i ion has ]c-fl An~-
tr ·iia to \-i~it sf;nth Africa. aiHl a sinlilar 
d·•l0g.ttion has left England 1·o visit. thtit 
conlltr:-. ThP nsf'ociation pf'rfonns a YPr:: 
usPfnl \Vork, and the eost if' Yf'ry ~tna11. We 
al'(l nlPrf'l,, ash:Yd to C'()ntributA tovvard:;; the 
cost of tl;cit· i•Ublicatioll-.. Tho:-· publish D 

nnmbPJ' of J"J.'riodica1:-<. as \Yell a~ a 1ot -uf 
nthC'r matter ~u('h as add1·cs.~Ps and lecture~ 
deliwrcd in their rooms, but thcv also publish 
n•o·nlarh- n l1ookl(•t kno\Yll as thP "Journal 
of ~the Parliament' of th:' Empire." It is " 
compcndiun1 of Y(;l'Y u:;:.cfnl inforn1aiion re-lat­
ing to parJianlt'lthny action. and contain~ a 
.::nmnwr'i· of lf'gi~lation T~nd debatllS. They 
also i..;stH' nnothrr publication on foreign 
affair~. ·whid1 ~·iyr~ a. succinct account of 
(t('\- ·1opnH'Ilt .. , in for(•lgn countri0s. I haYe 
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h0cn gPtting- the publiration JnYsclf for son1e 
time. aJJd f flud it 1110st u~efuJ. ·~ I ha Ye asked 
:\Ir. Speaker to r ~n1vcnf', at a f'uitablo tim·r. 
tlw nJemlJer,; of this Parliament who desire 
Hl bermnc 1ncrnbPrs of the association. If that 
is dom•. we can become dcfinitclv a branch 
of th .. P .. rlictmcntaro· Association.·· I think it 
is a matter to which hon. mc:nbers should 
giv(' their assi:-:tanc,•; it ~,\ill not east anv­
thing. a11<l at the sanlf' ti1no those who a~·o 
1ra Yc·lling get the b~·ncfits of the assoc1ation. 
I Len thorough]} endorse the statement made 
b.•.· the hon. member for Oxh•v about tho 
<·onrte~v of the r:'ccption g·iven hv the associa­
tion in England. On the two" occacions I 
ha Ye been there I ha Ye been met in a most 
hand~Ol11(' n1annc1\ and have be '11 "iven au 
nppo1·tu1Jil~. of addressing ihe mcn1be~·s of the 
lionoP of Commons and tho House of Lords 
in ilY ParJian·r,ntnrv As~ociation's rooms 
anrl haYe l1ad a gTf'at rrutnv court sic~ 
<'xtc,nderl to n1C'. I arn sure tlia t anv hon. 
n1c·nlH)l' YISTting England "\Yould ha~e the 
f·tnlP facilities. 

HoNOUllABLE ME)!BEllS: Hear, hear! 

}h. KELSO (Tundah): 1 just IYish to sav 
that I was qui to "riow; i11 tho inL•rjectioi1 
1 nnHlP v:lwu thP Sccret'lr~~ for }fines \Vas 
>.:JH:aking. I want to "ay tf1at .. 1ustralia has 
bN·-t Yrr_,. "ell a dn rti.,cct OSJWC'ia l]y in rc•gard 
to appl'''· · 

The SE,'RF~i.\RY FOR ::\liNES: I rnisnnc1cr3-tocd 
thP holl. ll11.!lnbrr. I am_ ~orr:v. 

:.\l.r. 1\.:ELSO: I \Yas just as serious in regard 
to 111~ stntemcut as ilH' hon. p;cnt-lcman \Yas 
111 lm stat<'InPnt that the \YPmblv Park 
ExLihition ;'·as a good <:Kh- _•rtis01nCnt for 
.\nstralia. I agree "··ith the hon. gcntlt'rnan 
thr:t you cannot n1casurc its value in £ s. d. 
I saw in the paper;;;; a daTT or two ago a statc­
tW'nt that 1horc is likely to lJe a deficit of 
£1.500.000 in COlllh'ction with the Exhibition. 
{ hop." _that will not be borne out b} facts: 
,llJt 1f Jt. IS '·"· I do not think we should be 
woniecl nbcut it. because the great benefit 
of the E~hibition to us is that the people in 
G1 at Bnt.am ha.-c seen what the possibilities 
of Austraha arc. My only reason for inter­
J<?C'tlng IYas this: Tn the rcportf' of the 
doings at tho B'<:hibition, 1\"hat strnck me W<lS 

;l,Jc import<ll.l~C a~iachcd to ..:\u.stralian apple<.:. 
l he. ]n·obalnhty 1s that the people of Great 
Br;rn l1l \\ere not seized _with the fact tha1. 
IJH.Pprn.df'nt of Tasn1nn1H, ot1tcr parts of 
},ustralw can also grow splendid apples. \Ve 

Cl""' told m on account that llw demand 
fo1· )~tt.shalian apples b,· the pulJ!ic \Yho went 
io tho Ex1Jibitio11 was ~o grcf_:_t that thP 
~UJ'".l;lly 1''-lll :--.hort. I1 SC'I'nl~ ~o n1e dwt if \\'P 

rcit"'J·aterl the position with rca;t•d to Aus­
tralian appl's, it \wuld lw ·"a snlc;1did 
.t:uh·l'rtisf'Illent. ' 

. :\Ir. IY"\RREX (J!ur. 'ilnbu): Thoro i~ an 
1tem of J::l,OOO for '' Exnenscs o£ Roval Com­
Jni~sion on PnhJlc \York:::::..n It :-.C'('n1s to ITIC' 

that the Commisoion arc not able to ITOt 

eYidencc• to complete their reports. Take the 
ea«.' of 1 he propos0d RN!cliffe railwav. It is 
rnu11y Inonth~ .-iucf' thC' c·onuui~sl011 took 
PYiclerw<' OH that proposal. ancl at that time 
they die] not seem to ho able to get evidence 
'~"Jth refPrencp io a ('l'rtain brid!..rc. and I do 
no~ know whether they have got the necessary 
\·;·Hh~u~e. :vet. It. seems YC'rv str~tnge that a 
( ommJ"'JOn appomted bv this House is not 
able to g0t that inforrna:tion from the Rail­
way Ikpartnwnt. I would like some infor­
mation from the Premier in this matter, 
becal1'· 0 probably the peopl-e at Redcliffe will 

not be able to get their much desired railwav 
':'hilo IYC nre ill onr prcs'~nt financial condl­
tl011. _-\t the saute tin1c, it ~een1s onl,v rPason­
a ble that the Commission should table a 
report as soon as pos::;iblc. 

i\11·. KERR ("EnogrJcra) : I should like to 
ask the Premier for son1e iniorn1ation as to 
tLc £10,000 appropriated last year for the 
benefit of returned soldiers, and showing the 
~.\ay in which the n1oney vrrs spent. 

The PRE:\liER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
C'hil/auor): I understand that the Royal 
Commission on Public \Yorks aro roadv to 
prepare a report on the Rcdcliffe raifwav 
mentioned bv the bon. member for l\Im:­
rumba. but they are waiting for a report 
from the engineers as to costs. If he wants 
vny further information. I suggest that he 
get it from the Commission themceh-es The 
figures asked for bv the hon. membe1· fm· 
Enoggcn, '.rith respect to the expenditure 
fron1 th-~ Yoto for rcturneJ. soldil'rs, arc as 
foJlO\\"S :-

Fares, etr., Railway Department, 
etc., liJnblc::<s ~oldi('l'S 

i-lundrics (Anzac Dn,·), T.B. 
soldier,; 

l\Icn in hospitals and freights on 
goods 

l'incappl<' subsidy 
_\dvaliC't .::, ( 10I'pontlion, lll•fnnd of 

f':xncn-Ps of 1nanaging soldier.',' 
ad~nn1cPs 

(herdmft. Producero' District 
~\genf'_v-

AI:zac DaY. rn·inting, l.'te, 
Cartagc l;n Stone of Henwnl­

br,U1l·f'. Tnowong ( \'Jlll'l L'ry 
}lotor ·hirc 

£ s. d. 

422 2 8 

117 6 1 

180 8 5 
1.610 b 5 

4,390 16 6 

382 1 11 
70 0 0 

27 15 0 
2 15 0 

£7,203 11 0 

Mr. ROBERTS (J,·a,t To.,u:oomua): \Yith 
rcierence to th( inquiry l.Jy the hon. member· 
fur ::VIurrumba in connection 1vith t.he report 
on the Redcliffc railway, the Public \Yorks 
Comn1is;:;ioll are \Yaiting foe an c.stin1ate as 
to the cool of a certain section of the 1vork, 
and arc not prepared to recommend the 
expenditure of a large f'.Utn of rnonoy on a. 
raihvay until it j~., UYailalJlc. rrhoy have 
<~skcd for an E~stin1atc, hut the~~ have been 
tdd that the money is not aYailablc. 

The PmmrER: Thcv mav have been told 
that the money is noot a1.ailable. but that 
does not prevent thcrrl frorn 111aking a report. 

}lr. ROBEHTS: The.- do not fed inclined 
to rcconu:nond the t·xPendituro of a v-ery 
largo stun of tnoncy 1.vithout knowing what 
it is likely to cost. Thev haYe been unfor­
tunate in not being able to get it. 

The SECll~LIRY FOR R.IILWAYS: You ha.-c 
had an approximate estimate. 

1\Ir. HOBEHTS: We ha,·c an approxi­
mate estimate of what it would cost some 
yPars ago. but we want to know 1.vhat jt is 
going to cost in the future. I can quite 
lmder,,(a:ld tho ff'elings of the hon. m cm ber 
foe l\lurrumba, but that is the position. 
\Yith reference to the monev voted for· the 
benefit of rotnrnccl solcliurs. the l'rumier has 
told us that it IY:is not all spent last year. 
I attended a nw:'tiug of unemployed 
returned soldiers 1vho 'vcrc asking for assist­
ance. \Yh:- could not some of it be spent 
fo;· that purpose? 

Jlr. Roberts.] 
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Th0 Prr-mit:'r 1nicrht fillY that the n1oncy i~ 
11ot. intl'ndPd :for that pt.lrposc. I thini~ _Sun. 
Jnenlhf'J'S Yril! agrC'e that thP nwnc:v fihould 
he·spcnt in th<' ilttc•rPsts Df l'eturned soldiers. 

\\'"hen the Estitnat0-;, were going; through 
-last v0ar I took pxcoption to th') ·nay _in 
-·:hich tlw money apJn·opriatNl for aclYcrtJ><-
ing· ihn Stntf' IYD,;; being spent, so far .as 1t 

~ ff('rtt>cl Toowoow.ba an cl thP Darling Do,vns. 
1 ,,m pl<·<J>t>cl to "cc that within the last few 
\\'(•(_)k~ thi,.; 1uattPr ha-s rPrt'ivcd son1e attcn­
tivn. atHl. at the llrc~::_.nt tin1e then"\ i.~ a Go* 
Yernmel~i official at \York in Toowomnba. and 
tht Darling· Downs {_list ;·iet rout piling a book­
lcf D!1 thar 110rtion of the State. It has also 
had the cffcd of causing· the pco]llc in tho'C 
di~tri('t.- to go in fol' adYertising their di~­
rrict. In To<YH'\}Oln ba a .cc:nn1Jittcc hn~ lJpcn 
formed. of which thr· :\Iann· of ilw citY i,; 
1·hainna1!. find tL0:v propo~P to RpPnd a ·C'C'l'­

taiu "UL_t Cn nwuey in <.Hln,rti."ing the city of 
T<10\YOUlllh,l. I run plC'a~cd that Toowoomba 
.1nd lh0 Dnrling J)owr, are u·0ttin~r th0i1· 
;:>roportion of the 1·otc, because it is a locality 
that j.;; v,·pll \Yorth b:~ing adYerti~c(1. 

]Jo.·: .. T. G. \PPEL (.\1/irrt): I notice 
hPrP a ~ub~i{h- of £500 ·fol' the 1Grctt Barrier 
R0of Con1111ihe<'. I comment1 tl1~ Prr-mier 
ior 1hi~ sub~id.\-. bceausc unqu<'stiouabl:v the 
Groat Barrir•r Red "·ill probably in futnrc 
:1r0\ (' n gT0at national a~€ct, not alone to 
Qm•cH'lnnll. but Australia. .H the came 
time. I ···ould iiko to knm1· from the ho11. 
~.rcntlC'nw 11 \\"het hL-'1' i he invc~ i ig-a tious of t hi:-; 
-t'OJnmifl<''' an). purely f'Cientific. or vdwther 
\~''' "'hall ~·t•t a report ou tht> t~(·onomic vahw· 
cf tll" re('f. · 

The T'm:mrm: Tt is lJOth a >cientific and 
1.111 ('COEO'lliC ('0ll;lllihP0. 

llox. J. G. ,·, l'PEL: I am glad tD hear 
that. 

:\Ir. ED\YARDS (.Y"nrnlfJo): The Govern­
ment ar' to be commcndC'c! for their action 
jn Ptwhling tlH). Stat(' to rc•t•f'iYC' .such a '\YOll­

(it•rful adn~rti:-<L'lllf'llt ovpr:-:.ea~. The Pre1nie1· 
lnrl.dl' ;;;OJlH' rf'pl,;· to 1n~v intorjeetion this 
aftC'rnonn a bol!t mon0y0d peopl0 in Qnecns­
land. From the < xpcriell<'l' I ha Ye had in 
llw Dtlw.· Statc·s, I am of tlw opinion that 
ther0 \\ nuh1 have bePn a {rreat deal 11101"<.' 

mo11c,v in Quc."nslancl to-rh~v if there had 
llPPn nroper fl{h-ci·ii~ing of the State ancl if 

full knowledge Df the possibilities of 
.Qucen~laud vvorp known in the southern 
StatL·3. \Ybh• I am nDt onP of those who 
want to mh the sonthern States of their 
population. I say without hoc;itation that if 
·c;(' w~).n~ te ach·0rti>SC' Qu0cns.land ill the othe1· 
St.:th''· nw1·r• nartieularl~- in the i·hickl~- popu-
1aied """'"'whore th'• people with capital are 
hPing rn~hcil nu~: on accotu:t of tho high 
bnd Yn luc :;;_ Q.TC'atC'r wealth would conw to 
Qtk'ensl~ml. 'In man:c distrids I knm,·-I 
a.tn :-;urP it i;;;. kno,yn to 111a11Y hon. n1cmbers 
in thC> ChCJnJbPL'-it is in1p;1~siblr, eYPll at 
th0 ]H'P",,t)llt high 1wir0, to obtain lanr1 for 
>ettiP111PJJ1. It would be a goo'i idea if the 
GoYC'rl1tncnt \YC'f(1 to appoint a 1101'-.0ll to 

ndYC'ri i50 onr Sh1t0 in thP South in that 
l'l'speci'. 

At 5.25 p.m .. 

The CnAIR'\L\X left the chair. reported 
.progros''' and a'lke.cl lea\-e to sit again. 

Tlw re>mnption of the Conunittr•o >Yas 
n:n-ch~ an Order of t..hc Day for tD-lllOlTO\L 

Thu ThnsP adjom·nNl at 5.30 Jl.ln. 

[2llr. Roberts. 

Quedion-'. 




