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436 Questions,

WEDNESDAY, 27 AUGUST, 1924.

The Spesxer (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 10 a.m.

QUESTIONS.

EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS,
1918-1923.

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction—

¢ As records show that prior to the
present Government coming into power
workers’ educational associations were
formed in all the States of Australia, will
he state how many classes were in exist-
ence in Quecnsland for the years 1918,
1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, and 1923, and the
number of students enrolled for each of
the years mentioned, together with the
financial appropriation by Parliament?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

WORKERS’

STRUCTION (Hon. F. T. Brennan, ZToo-
weomba) replied—
*“The following are the particulars

asked for in respect to tutorial classes,
study circles, and enrolment of students
for the vears 1918, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922,
and 1923—

1918,
Classes .. .. 5 Students .. 143
' 1919,
Classes .. .. 8 Students .. 194
1920,
Clasges .. .. 8 Students .. 115
1921,
Classes .. .. 3 Students .. 224
Study Circles .. 2 Students .. 38
Correspondence
Students .. .. 24
Total .. 286
1022,
(lasses .. .08 Students .. 282
Study Circles .. 11 Students .. 96
Correspondence
Students .. .. 319
Total .. 697
1923,
(Classes .. A Students .. 457
Study Cireles .. 11 Students .. 110
Correspondence .
Students .. .. 529
Total .. 1,096

“The annual appropriation by Parlia-
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ment for the financial years specified
hereunder was as foHo\\s — .

{ . Workers’

! Workers’ Tutorial
Financial : Educational Classes, Total,

Year. | Association. | Queensland

; TUniversity.

|

! £ £ £
1917-18 | 150 .. 150
1918-19 400 630 1,030
1919-20 | 505 600 1,105
1920-21 | 400 1,210 1,610
1921-22 500 1,210 1,710
1622-23 | 1,000 2,000 3,000
1923-24 | 1,000 2,000 3,000

Questions.

AGENT-GENERALSHIP—ALLEGED STATEMENT BY
Mz. J. A. Fmervy,

Mr., MAXWELL
Premier—
“1. Has his attention been drawn to
a statement made by the ¢ British-
Australasian’ newspaper that the Mel-
bourne ‘Age’ had published a statement
made by Mr. J. A, Fihelly, late Agent-
General for Queensland, ¢ That the job
was ‘a sinecure, overrun with graft’?

(Toowong) asked the

“2, Will he cause an inquiry to be
made into the working of the Agent-
General’s office with a view to proving
the accuracy or otherwise of such state-
ment 7’

The PREMIER (Hon.
Clillugoe) replied—

K. G. Theodore,

“1. Yes.

“2. I do not think an inquiry is
warranted.”
Rorrixe-srock 18 UsE ON QUEENSLAND

GOVERNMENT RaAILways.
Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—
“1. What number of engines (loco-

motive) are in use on the Queensland
Government railways? ,

¢ 2. What number of carriages?
3. What number of wagons?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K eppel) replied—
1. 708.
2. 920,
3. 15,599.”

Axrericay Loaxs—SiNkING FUND AND
INTEREST.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny) asked the Trea-
surer—
¢ Will he kindly supply the following
figures fov last financial year in connec-
tion with the first and second American
loans, respectively—
1. The total amount of the Sinking
Fund and the interest earned?
2. The amount retained in America
and the interest earned?”

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) replied—

First Loan. Seeond Loan.

IS
@
B
)

i s. d.
1. Totalamount;
of Sinking |
Fund  at E
30th June, !
1924 .. 1239,392 19 11
Total amount |
of Interest !
earned .. |

|
|
|

42,338 16 1.

13,334 13 1

“2. First Loan—Provision is made to
have 100,000 dollars available quarterly
in America. As no bonds were procur-
able at a price not exceeding par, this
sum was on hand at the 30th June, 1924.
Interest earned during the year amounteci
to £499 2s. 2d.
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“Sceond Loun—Trovision is made to
have 50,000 dollars available half-yearly
in America. There was no balance on
hand at 30th June, 1924, as the whole
of the amount allotted to the Sinking
Fund during the vear was used in pur-
chasing bonds of the loan. Interest
earned during the wvear amounted to
£193 6s. T would refer the hon. member
to Table G 6 of the tables relating to
the Treasurer’s Financial Statement for
the year 1924-1925 for furiher informa-
tion in connection with the American
Loans Sinking Funds.”

SPEECH  ON
¢ QQUEENSLAND

CORSER'S
Reriy  BY

CRITICISM  OF MR,
ADDRESS IV
PrODUCER.”

Mr. BRAND (Burrum), without notice,
asked Mr. Corser (Burnett)—

“Did he see in the ¢ Queensland Pro-
ducer ” of this weelkk where his statements
in Parliament regarding stabilisation
had been misquoted for political pur-
poses ?

“That he had insinuated that the
Director of the Council of Agriculture
had written' certain lctters to the Local
Producers’ Associations at the dictation
of the State Government ?

“ Would he please inform me which of
his remarks in Parliament on the 7th
instant could have induced Mr. Mac-
gregor and the ° Queensland Producer’
in guestion to make a political attack on
one opposed to their Government?

“ What are his impressions of the
Council of Agriculture, and did he receive
a letter recently from Mr., Macgregor ?”’

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) replied—

“ Yes. I did notice in the Government
journal, the ‘Queensland Producer’ of
20th instant—printed at the * Standard’
office—that I am accused of saying on
Tth August in Parliament—

The butter stabilisation proposals are
a political trap. -

"This accusation is unfair and untrue, I
am reported to have said—

The Minister hides behind the Council
of Agriculture in asking the Federal
Government to do something he would
not grant himself, and that was the
right for the dairymen to have power
to iix their own price for butter.

.~ “ I complain of the Director circularis-
ing Local Producers’ Associations on
Louneil official paper, written in the firss
person. I hold that the Director is the
paid official of the State, and the business
of the Council and its elected producers’
members should not be traded upon by a
paid official, who is a servant of the
Minister of the Crown, the latter being
chairman of the Couneil and pushed in by
an Act of Parliament.

1 did not drag stabilisation into party
politics. I condemn Mr. Macgregor for
his actions in that regard.

“ My, Macgregor and his paper are no
doubt annoyed because I accused the
‘Government of bringing about no stabili-
sation of prices, and no increase in prices
as promised by Mr. Theodore when he
provided for the organisation. Perhaps,
also, his conscience pricks him regarding
his neglect to assist the cotton-growers in

[27 Avcust.]
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their fight for ratoon in contrast to my
stand in this regard and my advocacy of
their claim for co-operative control.

“ My statement regarding the Counecil
of Agriculture reads—

‘ Hansard > shows clearly that I and
other members of the Opposition
voted for a Council of Agriculture, but
voted against having a Minister of the
Crown as its chairman.

We believe in sectional organisation
of various industries as against one
organisation to deal with the whole of
the industries.

“ Mr. Macgregor wrote me. e mis-
quoted my statements and similar misre-
presentations are contained in the article
published in the ¢ Queensland Producer’
of this week. :

“ 1 did Mr. Macgregor the courfesy of
replying, and request now that my letter
be published in the same conspicuous
place in the next cdition of the journal
m question.”

APPRENTICESHIP BILIL.
Discrarce or OrpER roR TuIRD ResDING.

On the Order of the Day being called for
the third reading of this Bill.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): 1 beg to move—

“That the Order of the Day be dis-
charged from the paper and the Bill be
recommitted for the purpose of recon-
sidering new clause 26.”

Question put and passed.

RECOMMITTAL.
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chuir.)
On new clause inserted to follow clause 25,
reading—
¢ Tivery employer shail be entitled to
employ at least one apprentice”—

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move the follow-
ing amendment :-—

“ At the beginning of the clause insert
the words—
¢ Subject  to
court.” ”
The object of inserting those words is to
secure the effective control by the Arbitration
Court over all apprentices and the conditions
under which they are employed. It might so
happen that an employer would not have
proper facilities to train an apprentice, there-
fore it would not be fair to a lad to be
apprenticed to him. ’

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): This is one of the
most important clauses i the Bill and one
which we have always advocated <hould be
contained in the Bill. I do not think that
the award of the court should have anything
to do with it. I was pleased that provision
was made that every employer should have
the opportunity of having an apprentice, but
now we are to have this restricting amend-
ment which is going to destroy all that we
fought for.

The Arrorxey-GexeraL: Does the hon.
member insist upon employers having appren-
tices although thev have no facilities to
train those apprentices?

Mr. MOORE: No. We wanted to make
sare that the small man would have the

Mr. Moore.]

any award of the
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opportunity of training an apprentice. We
wanted to assist the small shop in the country
districts.  This clause was received with
great satisfaction by the people outside
because it was recognised that it was going
to give boys an opportunity of learning a
skilled trade where they would otherwise be
debarred. The whole object of the clause
was to make it possible for one-man shops to
take apprentices. The provision in the Bill
js that every employer shall be entitled to
employ at least one apprentice

The ATTORNEY-GENFRAL: Meaning
they have proper facilities,

Mr. MOORE: Take the man in the coun-
try who is a saddler or a tinsmith—he does
not want more than the ordinary tools of
trade with which to teach that trade. Those
men are certainly efficient. It is not a ques-
tion of having proper facilities—it is a ques-
tion of restricting those men from the oppor-
tunity of training boys. I have looked
through about forty awards in the “ Gazette,”
and in  nearly all the employer is
restricted  from employing an apprentice
unless hie has one or two journeymen em-
ploved. and in some cases more. That is
going to debar one-man country shops tak-
ing apprentices. and will prevent the boys
learning a trade in their own district.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Do you say hawkers and menders of keltles
skould have apprentices?

Mr. MOORE: Those men have not got
shops, but they are certainly competent and
good practical tradesmen. I know of manyz
saddlers who go round the country who are
very efficient. There are hundreds of casos
in which one-man shops will be restricted
under this amendment.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You want to give
a man with no plant or facilities the right
to train a boy.

Mr. MOORE : What plant do they want?
When they are competent tradesmen they
have their necessary tools of trade. and it
should not be a matter for the Arbitration
Court. Owing to the agitation by various
organisations, the whole effect of the Arbi-
tration Court has been towards restricting
apprenticeship. We want to take away the
power of the court to restrict apprenticeship
and prevent a boy from learning a trade.
The Secretary for Public Works admitted
that this was a good idea and he offered no
objection to the clause. Now it is proposcd
to bring in an amendment that will destroy
the whole purpose of the clause. I strongly
object to the amendment, because the clause
as it stands is going to give our boys better
chances of learning a trade than previously
obtained.

Mr. XERR (Enoggera): It would be very
interesting indeed to know what has tran-
spired since the Bill was passed throngh
Copmittes to make the Minister in charge
of the Bill alter his decision in this matter.
Tt is quite avmarent that a boy should have
the opportunity of going into a one-man shop
and learning a trade. In my opinion, if a
man is in business and is able to carry on
that business successfully, naturally he is a
competent man, otherwise he would not be
able to carry on his business. TUnder the
circumstances mentioned by the Minister he
would not be able to carry on his industry
proper]y and he would not require an appren-
tice. T do not think this restriction should
be put into the Bill. The position was made

{Mr. Moore.

where
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very definite by the amendment moved by
the Opposition when the Bill was in Com-
mittee and which was accepted by the Ain-
ister, but now the whole advantage is to be
wiped out and the control placed in the
hands of the Arbitration Court.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCIION :
This is fair to the apprentice.

Mr. KERR: We want to be fair to the
hoys and give them every opportunity of
learning a trade. I venture to say that, if
we allow the clause as originally passed in
Committee to remain, there will be many
hundred more boys able to secure jobs a3
apprentices than if the amendment moved
by the Minister is accepted. The provision
is absolutely useless as amended by the Min-
ister, and we mav as well wipe the clause
out altogether. This provision applies par-
ticularly to the country, as there are very few
one-man shops in the city. The Minister
should make some diserimination with regard
to the country, more particularly in regard
to blacksmithing. A blacksmith who has his
smithy will hove a full complement of plant
and tools, and the original clause. as moved
by the leader of the Opposition, will give him
an opportunity to take on an apprentice im
his smithv. I want to know why the Arbi-
tration Court should have this authority.
Fivst of all, it has to deal with conditions
and wages, and now it is to be given power
to deal with the proportion of appreniices in
any particular trade. I venture to :ay that
we shall be doing a great injustice to the
boys if we accept the amendment moved by
the Minister. When we were dealing with
the Bill in Committee this provision was
looked upon as a very important one indeed.
and I sincerely trust that the Minisier will
reconsider his decision. It is not at all likely
that a man in business will not have the
necessary tools and plant to carry on his
trade.

The ATrORXEY-GEXERAL: If xou have any
experience of country traders, you will know
that many of them do not possess an cfficient
plant.

Mr. KERR: I have been round the coun-
try a good deal and have secen various
tradesmen in one-man shops, and I venture
to say they could very well emplor appren-
tices with good results to the boys themselves
and with better results to the State gener-
ally. I hope the Minister will not persist in
his amendment and wipe out completely that
which we fought for so hard in Committee.
When the original amendment was moved
by the Opposition in Committee it was looked
upon by the Minister as being reasonable.
but evidently someone outside has gone to
the Minister. It is not wise that he should
be influenced by someone outside the House
to bring in an amendment preventing the
employment of an apprentice in a onc-mam
shop.

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomha): Now
that we have only the one Chamber a dif-
ferent method of altering Bills passed by
this House should be adopted. The Minister
came along this morning, and on the Order
of the Day for ithe third reading of the Bill
being wead. ko called ** Not formal” He
then had the Bill referred to Committee and
moved an amendment to an important part
of the Bill. We ought to have some notice
when important amendments have to be made
on the third reading of a Bill. This clause,
when it was passed in Committee. laid down
very clearly that an employer should have
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the right to employ an apprentice, and that
an apprentice should have the right to be so
employed quite independent of any outside
body. When the Bill passed through Com-
mittee we decided that this provision should
be law, quite apart from the Arbitration
Court.

We know that there is an Apprenticeship
Committee which will look into thesc mat-
ters and report on them from time to time.
Then an indenture is made out, and the
employer has to act up to his responsibili-
ties. I do not see what the Arbitration
Court can have to say to it. If the employer
is not able to teach a lad his trade, he will
not be acting up to his responsibility and
can be called upon to explain. My attention
has been drawn to the interpretation of
© Employer” in the Industrial Arbitration
Act of 1916—

““Any person, company, corporation,
firm, or association employing or usually
employing one or more employees,
whether on behalf of himself or any
other person.”

That shows quite definitely the position so
far as the employer is concerned under the
Bill. I again emphasise the point that there
have been hardships in regard to this matter.
We have had cases cited in this Chamber
where men who were quite competent to
teach a trade to the youths of our State were
not permitted to do so, and when this Bill
was going through Committee we wanted to
make it definite that that should not happen
in the future. I still say that there is no
need for the amendment moved by the
Minister.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): It is very sur-
prising that this propesed amendment has
bec.: brougur on, especially when one con-
siders that when the amendment of the leader
of the Opposition was moved in Committee,
the Secretary for Public Works, who was in
charge of the Bill, fully approved of it. The
matter was gone into by the Committee, and
it was shown conclusively to the satisfaction
of the Minister that the new clause would
add to the cfficicncy of the measure.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The clause
still stand with this qualification.

Mr. TAYLOR : The clause will still stand
with the proposed amendment of the Minis-
ter, which in my judgment nullifies quite a
lot of the benefits which the clause was
intended to confer.

The ATTORNEY-(GENERAL :
better clause.

Mr. TAYLOR: We want to give all the
encouragement we possibly can to the train-
ing of apprentices.  We have an Apprentice-
ship Committee who are able to deal with
these matters, but it is now proposed to
bring the Arbitration Court into the matter.
Surely the Apprenticeship Committee have
the confidence of the Minister and the
Government, and they will be able to show
whether it is necessary or right that an
apprentice should be indentured to a man
who is running a small business in the coun-
try. Al employers are mnot running large
businesses in the towns. This will all come
within the purview of the Apprenticeship
Committee. - The present proposal of the
Minister will practically override the Appren-
ticeship Committee. If the Apprenticeship
Commuittee cannot carry out its duties, the
sooner it is dissolved the better; but I think

will

It makes it a
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that it can carry them out. I hope the Minis-
ter will not persist in his proposed amend-
ment. Like the hon. member for Iast Too-
woomba, I think that this is an important
Bill, and full notice should be given of an
amendment such as this, so that we may
consider it properly. It 1s sprung on us this
morning, and we are asked to consider it
without having time to go into the merits
or demerits of the case. I think we should
have some system which would give us time
to consider an amendment of such an
important character on its merits.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): 1 oppose
this amendment simply because it is going
to limit to a very serious extent the scope-
of the Bill.

XIr. WrigsaT: In what way?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am speaking in the
interests of the country. The hon. member-
who interjects is simply a city man, and only
concerned with what 1s taking place imme-
diately around him.

Mr. WrigHT : Don’t you worry about that.
I am as broadminded as you are.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I look wider than
that. We look from the towns 1o the villages
in the country, and we are considering the
settlement of the country. We all know that
there is a vast exodus of the young life from
the country to the cities, and it is only by
giving opportunitiecs of employment in the
villages, first of all, that we can prevent that
migration. Otherwise the settlement of the
country will be delayed, employment will not
be found, and thereby the general develop-
ment and progress will be interfered with.
This is only one means of giving opportuni-
ties for employment, but it (s nevertheless a
mighty big means. Anyone interested in
the development of the smaller centres knows
that it requires all the encouragement we
can give to it, and therefore it behoves us
to give the lad in the country every oppor-
runity that we can to remain and work there.
T think that the Minister is making a very,
very big mistake.

Some rveference has been made to the neces-
sity for teaching the apprentice: but it is
the real practical experience which & lad
will be able to secure, even by rubbing
shoulders with other workmen, which will be
a help to him. I hope the Minister will not
insist on his amendment. I think thal an

.apprenticeship scheme should meet with the

general approval of all sides, and we are
seriously jeopardising the scheme by this
limitation.

My, KING (Logan): The amendment of
the leader of the Opposition was accepted by
the Minister and by all the members of the
Committee. Not a voice was raised against
it. Now, however, we are asked to consider
a proposition which is altogether different.
I am very anxious to know what has moved
the Xlinister to alter his mind. There are
some influences at work that we do not know
anything about which are not going to make
for the improvement of the Bill. The clause
provides that every employer shall be
entitled to one apprentice, and the interpre-
tation quoted by previous speakers provides
that, to be an employer, a man must have
one or more persons working for him.

In addition, there is the safeguard pro-
vided by the Apprenticeship Executive. the
Group Committees, and the Advisory Com-
mittece. One cannot help thinking that the-

My, King.]
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Minister has shown a want of confidence in
the Executive Committec. Why not trust
them to carry out their duries without as
ing for the assistance of another body 7 This
is a matter which does not come within the
purview of the Arbitration Court and should
not be within its jurisdiction, especially when
we have all these committees safeguarding
the apprentice. I hope that the “Minister
will be reasonable and not spoil what other-
wise would be a good Bill.

Mr. DEACOXN (Cunningliamy: The amend-
ment which has been moved by the Jinister
s certainly not going to help industry in the
country. It is another injustice to the coun-
try lad. Evidently the Government are not
worryving at all about the man on the land.

Mr. WrieaT: What about the Council of
Agriculture 7

Mr. DEACON: That does not come into
this Bill at all. Take the case of any man
at Cunnamulla or anvwhere else yvou like in
the countrv who wishes to take an appren-
tice. Take also the case of the lad in the
same place who wishes to become an appren-
tice. Do you think they are going to bother
about gotng to the Arbitration Court in
Brisbanc? The Minister and the members
supporting the Government must know that

the people will not take the
[10.30 a.m.]trouble to apply to the court, but
will adopt some other course, It
is intended that this Bill should work in
favour of the lads in the town because the

workers in the city are afraid that, if the
country lads are taught their trades, they
will enter into competition with them, This

iz a deliberate atrempr to stop the teaching of
apprentices in the country as far as p0<51ble
It is impossible for hon. members on this
side thoroughly to consider an amendment
sprung upon us at this late hour. It is all
very well for hon. members opposite who,
perhaps, have had orders to support the
amendment. Some hon. members opposite
are not allowed to e‘celcﬂe their own judg-
ment, but the views to be adopted are placed
"before them.

My, \I»\YV\'ELL (Zonwong): 1 certainly
agree with previous speakers that hon. mem-
bers on this side should have been given at
least a day’s notice of the intention to move
this amendment. I consider that the amend-
ment 1s a slight upon the Executive Com-
mittee controlling this scheme.

Certain questions were raised in connection
with this scheme, but the Minister stressed
the point that every confidence could be
placed in that executive because it was com-
posed of men selected from a certain source.
Whas do we find this morning? We find
the Minister in charge of the Bill desiring
to bring in =omethnm which in effect is a
direct insult to those CODthHan this scheme,
I admit that it is difficult at times for boys
in the country to be properly 1ndentmed
but it does not follow that, because there is
only one man in a business, that employer
will not give an apprentice as good a train-
ing as he would get in a shop full of
emplmom I only rose to protest against
the springing of an amendment at this late
hour. The Minister would be well advised
to withdraw the amendment. It savours of
something that is not too pleasant. There
js more behind it than one can appreciate at
present.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): When this Bill
was introduced into the Chamber it was

[Mr. King.
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accepied by the Opposition in so far as it
established the right and principle of a form
of apprenncoahlp but, in my opinion, it is
incfective inasmuch as it did not definitely
specify the persons who were entitled to take
apprentices. An amendment was moved b
the Opposition, and it wus taken into con-
sideration and discussed on its merits, and
unanimously approved by this Chamber.
The amendment now moved has a direct
negative effect to what was originally agreed
to. The principle we avreed to was that
every employer was entitled as a right to
employ apprentices. Now we are saying that
every person is not entitled to that as a
matter of right, but is only entitled to it
subject to some regulations under another
Act. It appears to me that it is going to
work harshly in country districts. I do not
know very much about trade apprentices,

but I know it is generally recognised in my
own profession thdt a man “ho has had the
privilege of serving his articles in the coun-
1ry has a greater general knowledge of his
ptofe%lon than if he had served his articles
im a city and worked in a department and
got into a groove. So far as trades arve con-
cerned, I qmte understand that a man who
has the right or the privilege of gaining
greater efficiency in every depaltment of his
trade, as he would have in the country, has
better prospects as to his future than he
would have if he worked in a similar trade
in the city, where he would be working in
a groove. For those reasons I am opposed
to the amendment. The principle whereby
Jads in the country would have the oppor-
tunity of being apprenriced to a trade and
learning what they would otherwise have to
go 1o the city to learn was a good one. but
it might so happen that restrictions imposed
by the court will prevent this.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flinders): My, Pollock,
move—-

“* That vou do
report progress,
again,”

(Hon. J.
T beg to

leave the chair,
ask leave to sit

now
and

Theve seems to be some contention about
this matter, and, as the Minister in charge of
the Bill is not present, p-rhaps it wonld
he berter that he should have the opportunity
of being present and considering the matter.

OrrosiTioy Mrusers: Hear, hear!

Question put and passed.

The House resumcd.

The (‘HaIRMAN reported progress, and asked
leave to sit again.

The further consideration of the Bill in

(‘ommirtee was made an Order of the Day
for to-morrow.

WAYS AND MEANS.

TINANCIAL STATEMENT—RESTMPTION OF DEBATE.
(Mr. Pollock,
Question stated—

“ That towards making good the sup-
plies necessary to d(\frcw His Majesty's
public expenses and malung an addition
to the public revenue—

There be charged. levied. collected.
and paid stamp duty of the amount
following :

On every bill of exchange payable
onr demand or at sight, or on pre-

Gregory, in the chair




Ways and Means.

sentation, or in which no times for
paxment is expressed, the sum of
twopence, in lieu of the sum of one
penny presently chargeable on every
such bill of exchange.”

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): 1 desire to con-
tinue my remarks which I had not concluded
when the House adjourned yesterday. I
would like more particularly to deal this
morning with the statements emanating
from hon. members opposite in regard to the
‘failure of State cnterprises. It all depends
on what they call a failure.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. GLEDSON : In the time at my disposal
I will endeavour to show to the Committee
and the people of Queensiand that so far
from State enterprises being a failure they
are just the reverse. The State enterprises
that have been established have certainly
been for the benefit of the people of Queens-
land. Tet us take State stations, as there
has been quite a lot of talk about them.
"The State stations were aequired during a
time of war, when there was quite a demand
for meat and cattle werc at a fairly high
‘price. During the first vear or so things
were quite all right, and the results from
the State stations were not so bad. Later
con a slump came in cattle, and the price of
~cattle was marked down until this trading
venture showed a nominal loss, although
actually there was no loss at all. The hon.
member for Aubigny, for the hon. member
for Burnett. asked several questions vester-
day as to the number of cattle sold and the
prices obtained by the State stations. I
-do not know whether the hon. member
expected to get the answers that he got.
“The questions were—

1. How

many head of cattle were
sold from State stations duaring last
financial year to other States. stating
number respectively ?
“2. What was the average price
realised, respectively ?”

and the answors—
‘1. 10,381 head from Dillalah and Kee-
roongooloo Stations.
“2.211 at £9 9s., 170 at £9 bs.. and
10,000 at £7 16:. 3d.—on trucks nearest
station.”

If we consult the last report that was tabled
‘in connection with State enterprises, we shall
find that the average price set down for the
«cattle on State stations was £3 12s. 2d. per
head.

Mr. VowrLes: Are you going to try to
reconcile those figures with the figures that
‘were given yesterday?

Mre. GLEDSON : The prices realised from
‘the sales of cattle off the State stations last
vear ranged from £7 17s. 6d. up to £9 8s.
per head. I say that the average price of
idhe cattle was cut down, and that shows
good business ability on the part of those
concarned. .

Mr. BraxD: You are comparing the poor
«class cattle with the fats,

Mr. GLEDSON: I am not comparing the
£3 13s. 2d. cattle with those at £9 9s. 0d.
‘We know that £9 9s. 0d. is not the average
price. The prices £9 9s. 0d., £7 17s. €d.,
and £7 5s. 0d. are for fats sold on rail
and are not the average. Ar the sawe fime
the average price of eartle, raking fats,
stores, and other cattle on the station, comes
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to far more than £3 12s. 2d. We would
find the average price of our cattle, il scld
to-day, to be at least £2 above the price
put down in the report—it would be at least

£5 10s. 0d.

Mr Braxp: You know nothing about it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. GLEDSOXN : I know that much about
it. At Fnoggera last week cattle broucohr
22s. a hundred. The cattle peonle of
Queensland  are doing exceptionally well,
especially in the local market. In the iocal
market cattlemen can get from 23. to
22s. 6d. per hundred, and they are doing
exceptionally well.

Mr. BraxD: You are quite wrong again.

Mr. GLEDSON: I say there is nothing
to be afraid of regarding the State stations.
The Government will be well advised to
hang on to their stations, and, with good
management. they will come out on top and
give the lie to those people who say the
investment has been a calamitous one. TIf
the State cattle were sold at the market
nrice to-day, we would show a profit on our
State cattle stations. instead of having to
write them down. It is good business to
write them down because it places ug in a
Letter position than we would otherwise be
in. (Opposition interjections.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. GLEDSOXN: The increased price of
cattle, combined with good management,
would put us in the position of showing that
our catile stations are a good thing for the
people of Queensland. The idea was not so
much to make profits as to prevent the
inflation of the price of meat to the consumer
and the workers of Queensland,

Mr. Costenro: Your idea is to give the
cattle away.
Mr. GLEDSOXN: Our idea has been

achieved. (Opposition interjections.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I remind hon.
members that, although it is customary to
allow interjections at times while an hon.
member is speaking, it is not customary, and
it is not going to be customary, for hon.
members to cause an interruption. I ask hon.
members to obey my call to order when an
interruption is teking place.

Mr. GLEDSON: I repeat, the State
stations were not obtained by this Govern-
ment for the purpose of making a profit,
but for the purvose of allowing the workers
of Queensland the opportunity to obtain meat
at a reasonable price. In that regard theyx
have justified themselves over and over
again. The idea was to have a line of cattle
stations from the North of Queensland right
down to the South, and to supply owr own
butcher shops throughout Queensland at a
reasonable cost. That has been done.

Taking the ficures that have been given
to us, we find that during the years these
State enterprises have been in operation they
have saved the people of Queensland
£4.250.000 in hard cash. That amount has
gone inte the pockets of the workers of
Queensland, and it justifies the existence of
these indusiries.

The State established an arsenic mine.
Thev showed a loss on it, and it was called
a failure! It was a failure so far as show-
ing a profit was concerned, but it was not a
failure so far as regards supplying arsenic

My, Gledson.]
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for the manufacture of poison, which was
sold to the farmers at £10 a ton to enable
them to destroy prickly-pear and make their
farms productive.

Now I want to deal with coalmines. I
am not going to deal with them fully, because
the hon. member for Bowen will probably
be able to give some figures in regard to the
Bowen Coalfield which will astouna hon.
members and will show what can be done
br the State. We have a coalmine at
Mount Mulligan, We are told that we have
made a failure of that mine. The Chillagoe
Company were working the Mount Mulli-
gan coalmine and they ‘made a failure of ir.
They were unable to keep going, and they
had to hand the mine over to the Govern-
ment, who have worked the mine success-
fully, and have been able to supply the Cairns
Railway and the Chillagoe Smelters with
coal from that mine. Although we have not
made big profits out of the Lowen Coalmine,
vet the public of Queensland, on account of
Bowen coal being supplied to the Northern
railways, have saved from £50,000 to £60,000
a year on the cost of the coal, which was pre-
viously being paid to shipping companies for
carrying coal up the coast. Anybody who
has any reason at all about him will admit
that the establishment of State enterprises
has been of the greatest benefit to the people
of Queensland.

Mr. MAXWELL (ZToowong): It is some-
what refreshing to hear a speech like that
which we have had from the hon. member
for Ipswich. There are only two members
on the Government side who have not raken
np the funeral dirge sounded by the Trea-
surer in his Financial Statement. It is a
great pity that the hon. member for Ipswich
cannot convince the Awuditor-General that
the State stations and State enterprises are
the success that he would lead us to believe
they are. It was a most humiliating position
for the hon. member to take up vesterday
when he started to abuse the people who
have motor-cars—people who follow another
sphere of activity to that which he or I may
follow—forgetting at the same time that they
give employment and circulate a very great
amount of money. I have not got a motor-
car, but I do not envy the hon. member for
Ipswich or any hon. member on that side
having a motor-car. By all means let them
have motor-cars if they want them. At the
same time I resent very much the statement
made by the hon. member. Generally he
would lead us to believe that he has a dif-
ferent ideal altogether. Me would lead us
to believe that his ideal is to encourage
people to live peaceably together and to love
one another. But what do we find? In the
House yesterday he preached a different doc-
trine altogether—a class doctrine. He said
ke was here for one purpose, and that pur-
pose. is to see that the workers get a fair

deal. I want to tell the hon. member
that he 1s not the only man in this
Chamber who is prepared to see that

the workers get a fair deal.
hon. members exactly the same as he is in
that respect. I want to put the hon. member
to a test, and sce how far he and his col-
leagues are prepared to go to give some of
the workers the fair deal they descrve.

It is only necessary for me to draw the
- attention of the hon. member to the con-
dition of affairs existing at Blair Athol
to-day, where men are working two or three
days a fortnight trying to earn their living.
I{ the hon. member is anxious to help these

[Mr. Gledson.
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men, there is the oppertunity for him to
do it.
Mr. Grepsox: You help them to get to

whera there is work.

Mr. MAXWELL: It i# not a question of
the coal not being of high-grade, because the
railway engine-drivers say it is the best
steaming coal in Queensland.

Mr. Hamrtrey: It is an evidence of the
failure of private enterprisc to compete with
State enterprise.

Mr. MAXWELL: I want to tell the hon.
member who has interjected that it is the
interference of State enterprise which is pre-
venting, by means which are not clean and
right, a decent company from making a
success of the wenture.

Mr. HiarTiEY: Quite clean competition.
Mr. MAXWELL: I say unhesitatingly,
“No.” If T can read between the lines, I

can see what the game of the Government is
in that direction. What they desire to do is
to make things so infernally hard for the
proprietors of Blair Athol that in time the
finest coalmine in Australia will become the
property of the State. If the hon. member
for Ipswich desires to help the workers, as
he says he does, there is an opportunity for
him. There is another opportunity which
will be given to him and his friends. I can
only draw his attention to the Financial
Starement and to the financial stringency
which the Treasurver tells us now exists. Yet,
if we look at the Estimates, we find that,
notwithstanding the statements made by hon.
members opposite, there are increases in a
great many instances, while the basic wage
cannot be paid to the workers in trades and
callings.
OvposiTioN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. MAXWELL: I call that nothing buk
hypocrisy. It seems to me that the Govern.
ment are prepared to do exactly what they
blamed the Denham-Barnes Admmlchatlon
for «doing—that 1s, giving certain rises in
salaries to highly paxd officials and not giving
the men on the lower rung of the ladder
even the basic wage. I want to make my
position perfectly clear. I believe that the
men who have received and deserve
their incrcases are worthy of recognition;
but what I object to and resent very much
is the Treasurer or any other member of
the Government coming to this Chamber and
saying that owing to the financial stringency
it is impossible to give a fair deal to the
workers in trades and callings while there
are others to whom they have given increases.

I have been told that with Bar alaba coal
the fires in the railway engines have to be
cleaned after running 20 nlIIQS while with
the Blair Athol coal thov can go 230 miles
without cleaning. I am not setting myself
up as a coal expert, but I am giving the
information T have received from an expert
who is using the coal and who knows what
he is talking about, and he says that the
Blair Athol coal undoubtedlv is the best kind
of coal.

Mr. HarTLEY : You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr. MAXWELL: The Treasurer also
talled about the unemployment which is vam-
pant throughout Queensland to-day. Who is
responsible for that? Only the Government.
We remember the \I)E’GChE‘a which they made
when they were in opposition, They
attacked the members of the Denham-Barnes
Administration in connection with unemploy-
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ment, and pointed out that one unemployed
man was a disgrace to any Government;

but what do we find since they got into power
and had an opportunity to %ol\e the problem?
The position of affairs to-day in that connec-
tion is more acute than ever. It is disgraceful
that a Labour Government should be in the
position in which this Administration finds
iiself to-day. We were told that when the
unemployment insurance scheme came into
operation it would eliminate all difficulties,
notwithstanding what we on this side of the
Chamber told hon. members opposite. Our
statements were treated with ridicule. Time
has proved that, at any rate, hon. members
on the other side have to sit up and take
notice of some things we say, and have to
admit that the warnings of hon. members
here were absolutely correct.

I want to deal now with the statement
made by the hon. member for Leichhardt
vesterday in regard to the desirableness of
11)t10ducmg a co-operative indusirial systom
into Qucensland. T have a very vivid
recollection of the formation of a Building
Trades Guild in Brisbane, which was such
a farce and such a failure that it hit up
the Government for a good many hundreds
of pounds. 1 want to know if it is the
intention of the Government to advance the
toxpayers’ money to unions to enable them
to start in opposition to plnate c-ntmprxae
If w0, T sav unhesitatingls that it is on a par
with the other methods adopted by the Go-
vernment, and that those methods are bush-
ranging tactics; in fact, the Government go
1‘u1rh01 than a bughrangel Any buslndnr)(‘l
would leave xou a shirt and a pair of boots
to 'go home in, but the Govermmoent wiil
not lca,l\'c jrou even that. In volume cxl. of
s Ha!)“dld 7 for 1922, page 1314, I find that
Mr. Elphinstone is reported as having asked
certain questions, to which, after a great to do,
we managed to get leplles Mr. Elphmstone
asled the Secmtarv for Public Lands—

* It having been acknowledged by him
as a fact that there is or was in cxistense
a Trades Iall organisation known as
the Building Trades Guild, which is in
debt to the Forest S rvice Sawmills to
the extent of £1,189, will he state—

(1) When did the guild start opera-
tions ?
(@) Ts it indebted to the Government

for any sum other than £1.189 owing

to the Forest Service Sawmills; if so,
to what amount?
(3) On what date or dates was the

liahility of £1,189 incurred?

(4) What sum hd\e the Forest Sirvice
Sawmills received from the guild?
(5) What steps arc being taken to

recover the amount owing?

(6) Is the guild still conducting active
operations?

(7) If so, ave thev still obtaining sup-
plies from the Forest Service Saw-
mills, and on what terms?

(8) Can he give any reason for
guild’s inability to moet
tions 27’

the
its obliga-
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, in the absence
of the Secrctary for Public Lands, replied—
“ The hon. member is wrong. I did
not mention a Trades Hall organisation.
*“1. I cannot say.
“2. Not that I am aware of.
“3. From April to December, 1921.

[27 AucusTt.]

Ways and Means. 443

Hon. members will observe the contradictory
nature of the statements. First of all, the
Minister said that he was nof_ aware that
any money was owing by this Building Trades
Guild, and then he admits that the habﬂlt\
was incurred between certain dates. The
rest of the answer is as follows:—

4. £578 5s. 6d.

5, The affairs of the guild are in
the hands of the Public Curator, with
whom the Forest Scrvice has lodged a
claim.

“6. No.

“ 7. See answer to No. 6.
8. This question should be addressed
to the secretary of the guild.”

I do not know whether the hon. member for

Leichhardt desires to establish guilds on
similar lines to that.
[11 a.m.]

Although I have not much faith in the
Government, T have faith in a few hon. mem-
bers opposite to know that they are not going
to stand for anv more of that kind of thing.
There is nothing to prevent a body of men—
all honour and all credit to them—starting
a business of their own, but it 1z wrong for
the Government to spoonfeed a number of
individuals who desire to do anything like
that.

Myr. Foiey: Then we
feeding the farmers to-day.

Mr. MAXWIELL: What is wrong with
that? The farmers have practica Iv been
ruined by droughts and pests and by this
Government, That being the case. they have
a perfect right to be assisted. We have a
perfect 1xght to do all we can for the man
on the land. because he and his family are
sacrificing themselves to make living better
for people in the city.

The Treasurer’s attitude in connection with
ﬂ]e proposed increased stamp duty is a very
paltry attitude. It seems to me that the
Government have got right down to the
lewest depths when thov arc increasing the

must be spoon-

penny stamp duty on cheques with a view
to hitting the business man. Does the
Treasurer realise his responsibilities? Do

he and his colleagues know where this State

is  drifting? The Treasurer’'s Financial
Statement was a most doleful Statement,
and I can quite understand hon. members

opposite appearing doleful about it, because
it is a calamitous document. Does the
Treasurer realise where this State is drifting
under the burden of heavy taxation, all
with a view to taxing individuals right out
of business? What for? To cncourage a
svstem which has failed. T would like to ask
the hon. member for Ipswich what would be
his povition if he went to a bank manager
with a balance-sheet like the balance-sheef
in connection with the State enterprises?
Would he be able to convince that bank
manager that his business was on a sound
financial basis? I venture to say that if he
attempted to do so. the bank manager would
get someone from Goodna to come down and
take the hon. gentleman in charge. The
financial position is appalling, and the pity
of it is that the Government have not risen
to the responsibilities of their position. The
hon. member for Warrego told us that celta in
conditions were obtaining because of the
locking up of money through the exchange
position, and then he mdulged in a regular
tirade of abuse against institutions that

Myr. Maxwell.]
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helped the Government when they were in
trouble.

Mr. BeDpFORD :
all. I gave
abuse,

My, MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman’s
comments during his speech “ould lead any
man of ordinary intelligence to believe that
he was endeavouring to damage those institu-
tions. If the hon, gentleman made such
statements  outside he would probably  be
given an opportunity of prov ing them.

Mr. Brororp: I have written and signed
that statement oustide.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is all very well for
the hon. gentleman 1o say that, but the
document that he signed does not carry the
welght with some people that it seems to
carry with a seclion in this Chamber.

Mr. Beprorv: The newspaper in which
i was printed carries sufficient weight to
he preseeuted for eriminal libel.

I did not abuse them at
the figures, which were sufficient

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman in
writing in the Sydney * Bulletin 7 on 3rd
May, 1923, said :—

“TFor reasons of long-lived and still

mlxu st sentient 1 am sorry to hear the
‘ Bulletin’  joining a chorus of such
wretched voices as the Svdney * Morning
Hevald, the * Argus,” and their smaller
political imitations.”
Mr. BenrorD: Why did the
join with those other papers.

Mr. MANWELL: [ will tell the hon
gentlemun why. Because it realised the
[)0~iti0n ¢f affairs that was being brought
about by a Labour Government, and because
it realised that it was not in the best
interests of Australia to have a Labour
Government.

Mr. BEpForD : That is not so.

Mr. MAXWELL:
who agree that the hon.
po»o»ex the capabilities of a financier. I
know that the hon. gentleman is an author,
a poct, and a_company promoter, but I have
ver to learn that he is a competent financier.
Judeing by his specches in this Chamber,
it cannot be claimed that he is. The hon.
gentleman comes into this Chamber and
asserts that he is competent to tell the Oppo-
sition and the ccuntry that good has heen
done by the Labour Goxmnmont and that
the financial institutions are 1e<pon~1b1e for
the great losscs that have been sustained by
this Government, The hon. oent‘eman toolk
to rask a number of pioncers of this country,
who did better work than he ever did in
pioncering the western parts of the State,
and blwmg the track for him and others.

¢ Bulletin”

There may be others
member for Warrego

In the ** Bulletin” of 24th January, 1924,
in reply to a statement made by the hon.
member for Warrego, ““ Damper’” says:—

* Verily this was the live ass kicking
the dead lion.””

That was the opinion of the “ Bulletin’ at
that time. On 31st January, 1924, Mr. O. C.
Cabot, in the * Bulletin” says:—

* Bedford is an ass, and the foal of an
ass.”’

Mr. BeprorDp: They
in. connection with Mr. Cabot.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman
poses as a financial expert, and endeavours
to take up the cudgels on behalf of this
spendthrift Government. The ¢ Bulletin” of

[Mr. Mazwell.
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8th November, 1923.
lanrd \ud
‘ Under Theodore’s rule the richest
of the six States secured the lowest place
.for railway earnings, the lowest for area
under cultivation in proportion to popula-
tion, the lowest for progress in manufac-
tures, and the lowest for the size of the
workers’ share of factory output. It
came lowest save orne for its contribution
per head to the common or federal fund,
and lowest save two for savings bank
deposits per head. top place for unem-
ployed and top place but one for debt.”
The hon. member for Warrego is quite
aw  Jait with the manner in which the
editor of the ¢ Bulletin” dealt with him. It
did not take him long to answer the hon.
member for Warrego, because in the same
edition of the *° Bulletin” he savs amongst
other things:—

“ The thresdbare tale about Queensland
having so much more railway in propor-
tion to population than other States is
irrelevant.”

The hon.

in speaking of Queens-

member for Warrego was taking

* up the cudgels on behalf of his Government

and attempting to excuse them for their
spendthrift policy, for their waste of money
in State enterprises and general maladmin-
istration, and for allo“mw the railways to
drift into the financial abvsq that they have
done. The hon. member wrote in very
flowery language. It looked very nice, and
I was bevmnmg to think that there was
something in his argument until I read the
reply of his eritic, who went on to say—

“The point is that, whether large or
small, Denham and Co. made it the best
paying system in Australia, and Ryan,
Theodore, and Co. made it the worst,
the slump starting with their first year.
Westralia has more railway per inhabi-
tant, vet produces better results. The
other figures are mere verbiage.”

In dealing with the question of repudia-
tion, the article says—

“ Of course, as Mr. Bedford says, ‘no
leaze was broken,” if emashing the rent
covenant into atoms wasn’t breakage.
And, of course, Denham meant to do the
same thing, if Mr, Bedford says so, the
Federal Chief Justice having apparently
resumed bar practice sufficiently to
advise on the matter. Queensland, in
1921-1922, raised more than twice as mL}ch
tand revenue per head as the Australian
average (£2 0s. 3d. against an Australian
average of 17s. 5d.) as the result of its
repudiation, but it had the usual deficit,
and the game didn’t seem to pay, after
all.

““T wonder if Mr. Bedford thinks he is
doing his patron any good by his figures,
and I wonder if Mr, Theodore thinks
Mr. Bedford is doing him any good.”

Is it any wonder that I in my humbie capa-
city in this Chamber doubt the financial
ability of the hon. member for Warrego
after a paper w hioh he uses so much of late
deals with him in such a vilifying way?
Whatever cpinion we may have of the hon.
member’s literary attamment:, we cannot
accept him as a financial critic. (Laughter.)

I have here some pamphlets that were
issued by the present Administration during
that wonderful time in 1915 when we were
going to have upon this earth a new heaven
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and a new earth if they were returned to
power. A Labour Government were returned
to power. How have they kept their pro-
mises ?

Mr. BeprorRp: And they
returned ; hence your tears.

Mr. MAXWELL: I believe the hon. mem-
ber is going to be their * Jonah.”

Hon. M. J. Kigwax: Can you imagine the
whale swallowing him? (Laughter.)

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman
knows more about him apparently than I
do, and he probably will be able to tell him
more than I can on that point.

The CHAIRMAN: Ovder! Orvder! I ask
the hon. member to confine his remarks to the
Chair.

Mr. MANXWELL: I
Pollock. I am sorry.

continue to be

will do so, Mr.
I intended to address
myself to the Chair, but I was drawn off the
track. I have a pamphlet here which is
headed—

= THe HicH Cost or LivIixe.
“Wro 18 1o Brave?”

This pamphlet was issued b “ E. G. Theo-
dore and J. Fihelly for the Campaign Com-
mittee of the Queensland Labour Party.”
This pamphlet states—

“ The cosr of living is constantly on the
increase. The increased prices affect the
commonest necessaries of life, such as
meat, sugar, bread, fish, flour, butter,
kerosene, boots, clothes, and rent.

“ Meat.—The price of meat is regu-
lated and influenced bv the squatters,
the big butchers, and the (’ontro]lms of
the beef trust. All these people are
staunch Liberals. The Liberal Minister
for Agriculture fervently hoped that the
price of meat would go on increasing!

“ Sugar.—Ordinarily the price of sugar
m fixed by the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company. All the directors of the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company and
all the shareholders are thick and thin
supporters of the Liberals.

““ Flour and Bread.—The price of four
is fixed by the Millers’ Association; and
the prlce ‘of bread is fixed by the Master
Bakers' Association. Both these bodies
are  emphatically Liberal in  their
politics.

“ Rents.—IHousing accommodation in
the towns and cities is mostly in the
hands of wealthr landlords who have
raised rents unmercifully. Rack-renting
landlords are all Liberals.

“ More Housing.—A few years back,
the Railway Department established a
sawmill, and the profits of the first vear
almost covered the capital cost. Workers’
dwellings are very larvgely being erected
on every side, but the Liberal Govern-
ment will not construet them by day
Jabour and supply the timber from a
State sawmill. That would cheapen the
cost and interfere with the huge profits
of the timber ring and the contractors
and builders who are Liberal stalwarts.

“ Fish—The price of fish is con-
trolled hy a fish ring. They have been
the cause of many boat loads of fish
being thrown into the sea in order to
keep up the prices. The members of
the fish ring are blatant opponents of
the Labour party.’

[27 AvausT.]
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We have had an experience of this Go-
vernment dabbling in the fish business, and
they struck stinking fish when they struck
that business. We all know that their ven-
ture in this direction was not a success. The
Government were honest in abandoning that
enterprise, but they have not been honest in
continuing other enterprises that were worse

oven than that enterprise. Then they ask
in this pamphlet—
“ Waar 1s THE REasox?
¢ Middlemen, manipulators, and

cornerers, and the members of rings and
trusts are those who are mainly respon-
sible for increased prices. And these
individuals are the backbone of the
Liberal party.

“From a purely impartial point of
view, don’t you think it remarkable that
all of these people are bitterly opposed

to Labour. Doesn’t the fact require
explanation? In the old days when
there was no Labour party the food

monopolists and their brethren fought
amongst each other under various leaders.
To-day there is a Labour party fighting
for the rights of every citizen.”

The people know that therc is a Labour
party ! The unem1ﬂoved know that the con-
ditions as existing to-day are far worse than
in 1915. They ask for bread and are offered
a cigar. (Laughter.) The pamphlet goes
on—
. “To-day there is a Labour party fight-
ing for the rights of every citizen; and
the power of the Press, the power of
monopoly, and the power of money are
ranged against them. The ¢ Courier’ and
‘ Telegraph’ no longer take opposite
sides, and the erstwhile followers of
Griffith and Mecllwraith are unanimous
in agreeing to oppose the cause of
Labour.

“ Don’t you think this extraordinary?
Have you ever reasoned the matter out"
After all, the reason is clear. TIi is
this—

The Labour party will endeavour to
cheapen the cost of living by attacking
the causes of high prices;

By regulating trusts and combines;

By destroying injuricus monopolies;

By putting in jail the cornerer of
supplies;

By preventing the
wholesome food; and

By establishing better methods of
fruit distribution.”

Mr. TavLor: Who wrote that?

Mr. MAXWELL: Tt says—
“ Compiled by E. G. Theodore and J.
A. Fihelly for the Campaign Committee
of the Queensland Labour Party. If vou
want to keep down thé cost of living
vote for the Labour candidate.”

What do Knibbs’s ‘ Commonwealth
tics” say? That from July, 1914, up to the
present time the increase in the cost of
living in Queensland amounts to 54.2 per
cent. This increase is the second highest of
any State in the Commonwealth. I want to
show the hypocrisy of these people who would
lead us to believe that they do not believe in
hypoerisy.
Mr. CoLLIXS :

the other night.

destruction of

Statis-

Buranda gave you your reply

Mr. Mazwell.]
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Mr. MAXWELL: Another pamphlet says—
“ LiseraLism’s Coxspictots COURAGE.

THE DENHAM GOVERNMENT FACED
THE GREAT CRISIS.

“The Art of Prefercnce Scientifically
Developed.

“ One would imagine that the wealthy
squatter and landholder would have been
made to pay their share. Not so. The
only solution the hopeless Denham Go-
vernment could find was to stop all
increases to public servants, In regard
1o the highly-paid civil servants this was
a reasonable policy, although in itself
quite inadequate. In so far as the badly-
paid men and women were concerned—
those who had scarcely a living wage—
it was a cruel policy.”

1 wonder if the Treasurcr and his colleagues
are listening? These are the pamphlets they
circulated, yet the condition of affairs to-day
is worse than it was during the Denham-
Barnes regime. ’

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. MAXWELL: Men cannot get the basic
wage to-day, and, irrespective of what the
Assistant Minister says, the cost of living
was considerably lower then than it is to-day,
while the spending power of the sov.reign
was considerably greater. It is just as well
that we should remind hon. members that
we have such pamphlets as these to show that
they are not doing those things which they
promised. We have an example in the Esti-
mates which were tabled last week, where
increases are being given to a section of
public servants—which are deserved—while
the unfortunate man on the bottom rung of
the ladder cannot get the basic wage so that
hie can enjoy reasonable comforts of life.

They go on to say—

“We find, however, on close inquiry,
that the Denham-Barnes Government had
no intention of penalising their highly-
paid friends, and the increments were
only refused those on moderate salaries.”

And then they go on and give the list of
those who received certain increases In
salaries. They practically said to those men
and women who were the voters of Queens-
land, ¢ If you put us in, there is going to be
nothing like that in the future”” Yet we
find the same thing that they attributed to
the Barnes-Denham Government going on
to-day. I want to know what attitude the
Government now take in the face of those
statements made at the hustings.

My friend the hon. member for Bowen
interjected a few moments ago that the
people of Buranda gave me their answer.
If the people of Buranda are satisfied with
a Government such as this, I have nothing
to say to them, but I want to say to the
people of Buranda and of Queensland that
the longer the Government continue in power
the worse the position becomes. That is not
only my opinion, but the opinion of the
workers bible—the Sydney ** Bulletin.”

Mr. WrigaT: Rot!
Hon. M. J. KIRWAN:
bible.

Mr. MAXWELL: Hon. members opposite
go to the Melbourne ‘“Age” and the Mel-
bourne ‘* Argus’’ for extracts to suit them-
selves, and now, because I am going to guote

[3fr. Mazwell.
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something that the °° Bulletin” says, they
say that paper is no good. It is no good
because it has found this Government to be
no good—because it has found this Govern-
ment is ruining the best State in the Com-
monwealth of Australia. We have it from
the Treasurer and his able licutenant, the
Secretary for Public Lands, that we have
reached the limit, and that it is impossible to
give the basic wage to certain men in certain
departments. But it is not impossible to give
the Agent-General an increase of £250 or to
increase the salaries of certain other men.
Under the caption, ‘“ Some Consequences of
the Theodore Government,” the  Bulletin”
of 18th April, 1923, said—
“Queensland has had many rousing
expericnces during its eight years of
Theodoreism. It had the Townsville
‘Red insurrection’; the Mount Morgan
strike; the ‘darg,” or whatever it might
be called, which stopped the copper
industry; the great rage of Theodore
when London people refused to trust the
Government with another £9,000,000; the
Yankee loan, and Paul! Freeman. But
of genuine prosperity it has had none,
and during Theodore’s time it isn't likely
to have any.”

It is not I who say that.
Mr. TavLor: But you believe it.
Mr. MAXWELL: I certainly do.

My. WriGHT: No one would suggest that
you «id not.

Mr. MAXWELL: I have further quota-
tions from the * Bulletin,” and I think it is
just as well that they should be quoted. It
1s @& most unfair thing that it should go out
from this Chamber that the Government are
in their present position owing to the war—
they had a war some time ago; they dropped
that, and now they attribute the position to
financial stringency. With a view to Lkeeping
the blinds over the eyes of the unfortunate
workers, they say that it is essential to con-
trol the financial institutions of the Com-
monwealth—that to do so it is necessary to
put a Labour Government in power in the
Federal arena. I say that it would be a
case of “ God help Australia” if men like
that got on the Treasury benches of the
Federal Parliament.

Mr. Corrrng: It would be a case of ““ God
bless Australia.”

Mr. MAXWELL: We must profit by their
example, because all we have to do is to
examine their works. Those works show
that in the expenditure of money by the
Government there has been a wilful waste.
It is all very well for the hon. member for
Ipswich to take up the cudgels on behalf of
the Government and to point out that the
State enterprises have been a success. That
is all twaddle. I remember that, when the
Treasurcer was asked questions in regard to
those industries, he sajd that in face of
their experience and of certain information
received they would have to rcconsider the
system. In dealing with the question of
cost they have put thelr fingers on the pulse
of the whole thing. But the question of cost
does not matter to them. Whether the
money is squandered or not does not matter.
The (Government are up against a dead-end.
Not only are the Theodore Government pass-
ing through the phase of altering their
opinions. but the same thing was experienced
before by William Kidston; Peter Airey
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-experienced it; Andrew Fisher expericnced
it.

Mr. Corrixs: Andrew Fisher
sticker to the Labour movement.

Mr. MAXWELL: Then why did they
refuse to endorse him as a Labour candidate
on the other side of the world? 1t is no good
ralking that way. Andrew Fisher then was
not the Labour man he used to be.

Mr. CorrLixs: He was cne of the finest
Labour men that Australia ever produced.

Mr. MAXWELL: The Government should
wake up to a sense of their responsibility
and face the financial position fairly and
squarely, and not come here and say, ¢ We
want to have the vight to borrow another
£9,000,000. We want to get as much money
as we can to throw into the sink.” By doing
that they are only hindering the finest State
in the Commonwealth of Australia. The
“ Bulletin” of 3rd January, 1924, in an
article dealing with the Queensland railways
.and finance, says—

“ Queensland has  £25,000,000 of old
debt to renew within a couple of years,
and it is only going to be renewed at a
greatly increased rate of interest. The
burden which this represents is so heavy
that there should be a cessation of bor-
rowing for new works until the State
has grown in population and wealth. In
addition to the 5905 miles of railways
already existing, there were (in 1922-23)
574 miles under construction. Surely,
for a population of 800,000. this thing
for the present has gone far enough!
When 800,000 people owe £88,005,001, or
about £110 per head, and their interest
bill eats up nearly 30 per cent. of the
public revenue and about £23 per annum
of the income of every head of a family,
there should be no need to preach a
homily on the need for pulling up. The
abyss that lies ahead should do that very
effectively.”

The “red pamphlets issued by the
“Theodore-Fihelly combination of 1815 pointed
out the supposed defects and crrors of pre-
vious Governments, and the hon. member for
Warrego termed the position a * bad old
legacy” left to Labour by previous Adminis-
trations. Quecnsland owes a great deal to
those former Governments. When they were
in power, prior to the Commonwealth taking
over the post and telegraph and televhone
services they had the responsibility of carry-
ing on and developing those servicos—and
their accumulated loan expenditure was only

<£52,000,000.

I have a vivid recollection of the occasion
when 8ir Thomas Mcllwraith wanted to
secure a certain loan and was turncd down.
e did not ery or groan over it, but he took
his gruel.

was a true

)

Mr. Corrins: You also have a recollection
of the bank smash of 1893.

Mr. MAXWELL: This Government will
eventually have to take from the p ople of
Qucensland a far worse and move poisonous
dose than had Sir Thomas Mecllwraith when
“he failed to secure that loan.

That is one side of the issue. This pamphl-t
pointed out to the people of Queensland that
up till 1915 previous Governments had spent
£52,000,000 of loan money, and then during
nine vyears of Labour they themselves
increased it to £88,000,000, and, as the hon.
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member for Windsor pointed out yesterday,

I would not be a bit surprised
[11.30 a.m.} if they squander another

£20,000,000 and brought the
public debt to over £100,000,000 before long.
I wonder if the Government realise that we
are a small populated State. Some hon.
raembers on the other side have said we are
calamity  howlers, If the definition of
“ calamity howler’” is a person who points
out the dangerous traps there are for this
Government to fall into, and who points out
to the Government the wrong way they ave
going—if that is the definition of *° calamity
howler”—all right. Who is the better judge
of what is required and how to control the
business of a community such as this, and
who better to advise, if it is not the business
man and the financier ? What did the leader
of the Government do? I have a vivid
recollection that, when it was suggested that
Mr. Fihelly should be appointed Agent-
General, hon. members opposite said that
Mr. Fiholly possessed the whole of the quali-
fications necessary for an Agent-General
because he would be able to deal with the
renewal of loans and the flotation of loans
as he had had business experience. What
happened? The Treasurer—and rightly too—
I am not fiading fault with him—went home
to consult with the financiers and the busi-
ness men, and he was successful.

Mr. CoLLins: Don’t ery over it.

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not crying.
hon. member for Bowen is
wailers.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax:

Mr. MAXWELL: Hec is one of the wailers
who did not like it, but I am very glad to say
he was * tuned up,” and at the present time
he sings a little bit better. I was one of
those who, when the Treasurer went away,
wished him every success. I congratulated
him when he came back, and I was sincere
in my congratulations.

Mr. CorLixs : What ! After sending the dele-
gation that rotarded the progress of Queens-
land?

Mr. MAXWELIL: There is one thing that
was stopped, and that was the waste of money
that was to hav+ been spent in the hon. nmem-
ber’s electorate in connection with the State
iron and steel works. I really and truly do
not know what has become of the gentleman
who was appointed to deal with that matter.
This ** red ” pamphlet says—

¢ Loans may be very necessary for repro-
ductive work, but is it any wonder that
our public debt amounts to £52.000.009,
and that our debt per hcad of our popu-
lation is over £80°?”
Now, it is still going strong and soaring very,
vors high. In the same pamphlet they say—
“Just ponder on the awful stupidity
of a policy that permits of receiving about
£11.060,000 of money, paving back in
interest sixtcen and a-half millions, and
still owing just about £12,000.000. That
is the sort of Liberal finance that caused
the great bank simash of 1893.”

I do not subseribe to that statement. I wish
we had a Government such as that on the
Treasury benches to-day. But, taking them
on their own statement, with this example of
so-called Liberal mismanagement as a warn-
ing. is it not a wonder that they did not
take heed and conduet the government of the
country in such a way as not- to bring
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about the present state of affairs to-day?
They said, ©“ It is the producer who pays and
the worker who suffers.” We know that very
well, and there is no need for me to enlarge
on it.

Now I come to this imposition of what
i3 looked upon as a paltry tax. I say the
duplication of the stamp duty is an infamous
tax. It is getting at the business man all
the time, and, when the Treasurer is in
straightened circumstances and desires to
replenish the Treasury to carry on his wild-
cat schemes and State enterprises that are
not paying, whom does he go to? He goes
tn the business man; he goes to the so-called
capitalists and financial institutions for
money, and he does not talk then—he is very,
very quiet then—about what he is going to
do. But at the Kmu Park Labour Conven-
tion in March, 1923, in connection with the
* Red Objective’”’ and the socialisation of the
means of production, distribution, and
exchange, Mr. J. V. MacDonald—whom I
take to be ex-Senator MacDonald—said—

“ There were ways of getting their
ends by way of taxation of driving

capitalists out of the business.”

And Mr. Theodore said—
_“They were all aiming at one objec-
tive, although they might have different
ideas of the way of obtaining it.”

I ask the Treasurer if this increase in the
stamp duty is one of the ways he has of
doing it? I say here and now that the busi-
ness community are practically strangled,
and in making that statement I am not a
calamity howler. ‘I am a man who has been
in business and I know the position; and
there is no man more conversant with the
position of affairs to-day than the Treasurer.
He has mixed up with the financiers in Eng-
land, and he knows the exact position of
affairs. The Secretary for Public Lands has
told us so, and there is no nced for me to
stress that point. The Treasurer and the
Secretary for Public Lands have both stressed
it, and In the face of that, the Treasurer,
after delivering his Financial Statement,
moved—

“That towards making good the sup-
plies necessary to defray His Majesty’s
public expenses and making an addition
to the public revenue—

There be charged. levied, collected,
and paid stamp duty of the amount

following ;: —

On every Bill of Exchange pajable
on demand or at sight, or on presen-
tation, or in which no time for pay-
ment is expressed, the sum of two-
pence, in lieu of the sum of one
penny presently chargeable on every
such Bill of Exchange.”

Is that one of the means of getting at the
individuals through taxation? The Govern-
ment taxation is unbearable. Men with their
homes in the various local authority areas
are taxed right up to the hilt, and the Trea-
surer and others opposite have said It is
the worker who suffers; it is the producer
who pays.” If we get right down to bed-
rock, they pay all the time. It is not a
Financial Statement such as the one
delivered by the Treasurer the other day
that we as a Parliament want. We want a
Financial Statement that is going to inspire
the people; one that is going to give to the
people, not only in this State but in the
Commonwealth and to the people overseas

[ My, Mazwell.
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the confidence that is so necessary so that
we shall be able to say to them, * We have
sufficient confidence in our own country and
in oursclves. We think it is the greatest
country upon the face of the earth.” Instead
of that, a funeral dirge such as the Finan-
cial Statement is presented to us. I certainly
hope that wiser counsels will prevail in the-
Cabinet; that Ministers will see the error of
their ways, and that they will see that the
taxation heaped upon the business man, th.e

pastoralist, and the commercial man is
becoming absolutely unbearable. I do not
know whether the Treasurer has received

any intimation from the Chambers of Com-
merce objecting to this tax, but I am in a
position to say that the Chambers of Com-
merce throughout the length and breadth of
Queensland object to it. Of course we may
have it said by hon. members on the other
side that it is only a small thing; but it is
the last straw that breaks the camel’s back,
and not only that, but it retards advance-
ment and fatls to give that confidence in the
country that is so essential. Go to your
architects and contractors! Ask your archi-
tects how many plans for buildings they have
on their desks. How is it possible for people
to invest their money in a State such as this
when they are going to get taxation on
taxation, which 1s going to tax their busi-
ness and tax their property out of their
hands? Unless the Government wake up and
vealise their responsibilities, irrespective of
the militant section that is driving them
forward and driving this State to destruc-
tion—unless they do that I am very much
afraid that the people of this State will be
in for a most terrible time, and the position
of unemployment will not be what it is-
to-day. but men will be walking the streets
and walking the State of Queensland by the
thousand looking for something to try and
keep their bodies and souls together.

Mr. WRIGHT (Bwlimba): I desire to con-
eratulate the Treasurer on the Statement he
nas presented setting out the finances of the
State and showing a small surplus. However:
small that surplus may be, it means that
Labour as a Government has been able to
carry out the financial obligations of the
countrv on sound lines, despite the criticism
which has been hurled across the Chamber
by hon. members opposite during the last
few days that we are a spendthrift Govern-
ment. When one takes into consideration
the difficulties which have beset all Govern-
ments, particularly during the past two years,
we arve all forced to admit that the Treasurer
is deserving of congratulation on being able
to live up to expectation and show a surplus.

During the debate a copsiderable amount
of time has been taken up by hon. members
cpposite in discussing the position of the:
public debt of Queensland. They have in-
ferred that our public debt has been increased
in alarming proportions. Personally, I am
not much concerned with the growth of the
public debt so far as it has gone in Queens-
land, a= I am optimistic enough to realise
that the State has sufficient assets and poten-
tialities to enable it to carry an even much
greater public debt than we are carrying at
the present time, although I realise that it
is a matter in which great care should be
exercised, and that the growth of popula-
tion also should be taken into account. The
fact that the public debt of Queensland has
been dealt with by so many Opposition
members led me to take the trouble to make
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a comparizon of the growth of our public
debt with that of the other States of Aus-
tralia. The only comparisons I have been
able to make are for the years 1921-22, 1922-
23, and I challenge hon. members opposite
to deny their acecuracy. I have taken them
from the “A B  of Statistics of Quecns-
land,” which are compiled by the Registrar-
General, and I have compared them with
the figures relating to the public debts of
the various States of Australia.

For the year 192122 the increase in the
public debt in Queensland was smaller than

the inerease in either New South Wales,
Vietoria, Western Australia, or South Aus-
tralia. I will give the respective increases—
State. Increase.
£
Victoria 9,462,850
New South Wales .. 7,083,169
South Australia . 7,100,008
Western Australia ... 3,526,076
anon&ldnd 2,213,773

The increase in the pubh( debt per head of
population, which appears to me to be a
fairer way to show rthe comparison, works
out as follows - —

Public debt per

Htate. head of
population.

£ s d.

South Australia 11 6 4
Wostern Australia 6 2 5
Victoria 4 5 9
Tasmania 2 2 606
New South Wales 112 7
Queensland 02 9

Every State in the Commonwealth shows an
increase, which is quite natural, and it is
not peculiar to any country, pdltlculm]y
where there is much undeveloped land. The
figures I have quoted show that our Govern-
ment are seized with the fact that they have
a large territory with a mere handful of
people, and are spending according to the
ability of the people to meet the additional
interest charge. T want to go a little further
and show the amount of the increased interest
charge on some of the public debts of these
Htates. The increased interest charges for
the same year for three of the States are as
follows : —

£
Queensland 104,620
New Scuth Wales 396,322
Victoria 491 704

The increased mter(\sf charﬂe on the public
debt alone, worked out per hecad of the

population. is as follows:—
Per head.
s, d.
New South Wales 20
Victoria 4 7

while in Queensland thme is an actual de-
crease in that taxation of 1d. per head.
That, of course, is explainable by the fact
that, although our interest charge on the
public debt is higher for that year, our
population has increased to such an extent
that it wiped out any per capita increase.
I merely quote these figures in reply to the
hon. member for Toowong, who a few minutes
ago endcavoured to castigate the Govern-
ment for the increase in the public debt
generally.

The hon. member for Wynnum had the
bad sense to interject during the reading of
the Financial Statement at the time the

1924—2 F
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Treasurer was rcading the estimated expen-
diture, particularly in connection with agn—
culture, by saying, ‘ Poor Agriculture!”
He thernby inferred that the Government
had done nothing, or had done much less.
than previous Governments had done, for the
benefit of agriculture. Again, I have taken
the trouble to analyse the position, and I
have made a comparison between what the
Government have spent on agriculture dur-
ing their nine years of office as against the
v\pon«htmo un(lm this heading by the Tory
Government in the nine years prior to this
Government taking office. The figures are
interesting and 1]1ummahng, In the nine
vears from 1905 to 1914 the Tory Govern-
ment spent £535,3209 on agriculture. Since
1915 the present Government have spent
£1.004,700 on agriculture, thereby exploding
the statement of hon, memom‘i opposite that
this Goverrmeut have done nothing for agri-
culture.  To go further and taking the ex-
penditure by this Government on 1he various
departments, T have gone very closely inte
the matter and have C()’npllod a table from
the figures in the Treasurer's Financial
Table (2 in 1915 and 1924, respectively. I
find that the total e\pendnulo on the Home
Department from 1906 to 1914 was £5,841,770.

During the lif» of this Government we have
spent ou the same department, £11,031.549:
I intend later on to deal with various see--
tions of that department, and T would ask
hon. members of the Opposition, if they were
Lere, in what direction thex would curtail its

cxpenditure. I would ask “the leader of the
Opposition whether he can point to any
expenditure on the department which could
be reduced.  The (]ol)alrment includes the-
sub-departments of the Relicf of Aboriginals,.
(hallmblo Institt tions and Grants, Health
Hospitals, Insanity. Lazaret, and Police,
Take the exnenditure on Po~p1tal~ for the
Insane. In the nine vears from 1806 to 1915
the Tory Government spent £601.129 and this
Government spent £1.478,415 in a similar
period.  The inercased owxndxtmo Wwas not
due to any great increase in the number of
patients. T suppose that, if the figures were
gone into, it would be found that only a very
m\dll percentage of the increase in expendi-
ture has been due to a greater number of
putierts, because the Government have not
anared expense in the care of the patients or
the statf. Ilon. members opposite perhaps
will be ~u‘ml\rd to know that under the Tory
Government during nine years a sum of
£103.107 was spent upon the Health Depart-
ment asx compared with £304.302 by this
Government in a similar period. That shows
that the Administration on this side have
done their duty to the neople in the State in
attempting to make it less easy, at any rate,
to be stricken down by illness or disease. 1
would ask hon. members opnosite again if
thev are prepared to curtail the cxpendltmo
under that iten.

Take the expenditure on State children.
The Tories spent in nine vears £418,114: and
the Labour Government, from 1915 to 1924,
spent £1,463.028. There you have an increasc
in nine years’ operations of over :£1,000,000.
It must not be forgotten in this connection
that this Government placed the natural
mother on the same plane as the foster
mother. That fact in itself shows that they
have done much to make the lives of these
unfortunate children brighter than they
were, and to fif them to take their rightful
place in life. Members of this party stoud

Mr. Wright.]
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for the betterment of the condition of the
mother, and I regard this section of the work
as one oi_the most important, and T take this
-‘oppertunity, as a new member, of congratu-
lzring the Government on the wonderful
work they have done in making conditions
better.  Their care for these unfortunate
«<hildren merits the very highest praise.

Or take the expenditure on *“ Relief of
aboriginals.”’  This also is an important scc-
tion of humanitarian work. The increased
amount spent in making the lot of the abori-
gines brighter is shown by the fact that in
nine  vears the Tory Government spent
£135857. and Labour in a similar period
expended £318,694. Are the Government to
be charged with extravagance here? O
could go much further with the many items
of the Home Secretary’s Department. but I
shail content myself with a couple more.
Take the Lazaret. From 1906 to 1914 the
Tory Government spent £41,185, and this
Government from 1915 to 1924 spent £63.879.
showing a big increase. which has resulted
from more humane administration by a more
humane Government. Yet we are constantly
having to listen to the criticism of the Oppo-
sition  that the money is being wasted.
although at the same time the leader of the
‘Oprosition has told us that lie desires money
to be spent in a more liberal way. Our
-expenditure has gone up enormously. We
have done what we could to make the con-
ditions as happy and comfortable for the
unfortunate patients in ‘this institution as it
is possible for them to be.

At 11.48 a.m.,

Mr. F. A, CooPER (Bremer), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
‘Chairman in the chair.

_Mr. WRIGHT: We have heard a good
«eal of late in this House of what the Go-
vernment have <done for the Police Force.
and what the Opposition would do if thes
were the Government, i

Hon. 3. J. Kirwin: What did they do
when they had a chance?

Mr. WRIGIHT: I am going to tell the
Comirittee wha* they did. The hon. member
for Enoggera. speaking on the Police Act
Amendment Bill, said that, if the police
wished to get a fair deal and higher salaries.
they should put his crowd on the Treasur
benches. The figures T am going to give are
authentic—they #re again taken from Table
2 of the Treasurcr’s Tables for 1914-15 and
1923-24—and will show bevond a shadow of
doubt who are the friends of the police. The
proof the pudding is in the cating, according
to the hon. mewber for Enoggera. bur the
police ate to the full under Tory administra-
tion in the vast, and still were in a very
lean condition when we took office. During
the last nine vears of Tory rule the expendi-
‘ture on police was £2,008.628, and during
the succceding nine vears of Labour rule
£3,215,960. I only hope that the police them-
selves will read these figures culled from
official sources, so that thev cannot be denied
-or contradicted, and if they do so 1 know

quite well  that thevy +will undersiand
thoroughly who are their friends.
Then take the Rducation Department.

Opposition members are continuallv crving
out for more schools, and are continuallvy
claiming that the Government have not done
the right thing by them. T mvself am
anxious that the Minister should give most
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favourable ccnsideration to the requests from
my eclectorate for more State schools and
more accommodation, which have been, and
probably will be, brought before him for
consideration, Part of my electorate iz whar
might be called a fast settling district. and
at the present time the accommodation is

very limited. It is, in fact, totally inade-
quate, and one or two additional school
buildings are nbsolutelv necessary before

very long. T hope that the Minister will give
svinpathetic consideration to those requests
when they come along. Hon. members oppo-
sitc are never backward in making their
demands on the department. and some of
them are loudest in the criticism of whart
they call a spendthrift Government. The
former Sceretary for Public Instruction was
most sympathetic to country members in their
requests for schools, even at the risk of
neglecting the towns. To get back to figures.
Jet me quote the amounts spent on education
by the respective Governments, which, of
course, include the increases in pav to
teachers, as was pointed out a few days ago.
verv fully by the hon. member for Rock-
hampton.” From 18906 to 1915 under Tory
rule an amount was spent of £3,806,279, and
from 19i5 to 1924 we spent £9,095,591.

Are the Opposition really desirous that the
Government should economise in this depart-
mient? If that is so, then will hon. members
opposite be more moderate in their demands
for more teachers and more schools? It can
be claimed that there is no direct return to
the taxpayers from the money expended by
the Department of Public Instruction. but

hon. members opposite in all

[12 noon] their ecriticism would not be

likely. neither are they game, fo
suggest the curtailment of expeuditure in
the department I have referred to. Ex-
penses have soared very high, but I am
satisfied that the people of Queensland recog-
nise the value of providing the best educa-
tion for all.

I would now like to deal with the meat
industry. That industry plays an important
part in my clectorate. in so far as it pro-
vides employment for a large number of my
clectors. and consequently the success of
that industry is of great interest to me. I
am satisfied that we have reuched a very
high standard indeed in connection with
the slaughtering and the handling of meat
in the meatworks. and I do not think any
great improvement can bhe made in that
direction. The employees in the meatworks
of Queensland to-day have no superiors in
the world. Speaking more particularly of
the beef section, I am of the opinion that
there would be a considerable extension of
operations in that section if proper methods
were adopted by cattle owners in improving
the breed of their stock. In other words.
they should go in for scientific breeding.
It is no use the cattle owners of Queensland
or Australia expecting to capfure the beef
trade of Great Britain or any other country
if they are not going to keep pace with the
mcethods adopted by their rivals in Argentina
and elsewhere. They will have to spend
money to secure the type of cattle that will
mature quickly. It stands to reason that,
if vou are able to secure a breed of cattle
that will mature quickly, and you can realise
the same amount on bullocks of three or
four years of age as you can realise on
bullocks of four or five years of age with the
same amount of natural feed that is required
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to bring them to a marketable condition,
there must be a considerable saving. It
would not take very long before you “would
have double the returns. All thc co-opera-
tion in the world will not get over the
difficulty or solve the meat problem if the
stock is not of the best quality. T was
interested  this morning in reading the
report of the Acting Agent-General for
Queezh]dnd In dealing with the meat in-
dustry, he says:—

* The amount of imported beef mar-
keted at Smithfield last year--12,815,375

cwt—is the lavgest in the history of
the trade. Of the total, 60 per cent. was
chilled. 39 per cent. frozen, and 1 per

cent. fresh. Argentine supplied approxi-
mately 76 per cent. of the amount,
Truguay 9 per cent,, Australia 7 per
cent, frozen, New Zcaland 6 per cent.
frozen, and the balance was supplied by
the United States of America, Denmark,
and other countries.”

The position is that Ausiralia is supplying
wonly 7 per cent. of the frozen beef imported
by Great Britain. When one realises that
approximately 39 per cent. of the meat im-
ported by Great Britain is frozen beef, and
thatr that is the only class of beef that we
can supply. we can only come to the con-
clusion that something is radically wrong.
"The Acting Agent-General further states:—

“ The ycar under rveview has been
another disappointing one in the frozen
meat trade. The bhelief that the war
would have induced a large consump-
tion of meat amongst certain of the
Continental nations. and that in conse-
quence there would be an assured market
for a long time at a remunerative price.
has been rendered illusory, the long
period of unsettlement in Europe having
demoralised the exchange and made
trade impossible.  The year's importa-
tions were chiefly from South America,
and amounted to 223,000 tons, or 100, 000
tons more than in 1922, In 1914 Aus-
tralian beef sold in Smithfield at an
average of from 34d. to 4d. per 1b., and
was retailed at an average of 74d. per
1b. At the close of 1923 the Smathficld
pricc was 33d., and the vretail price
9d. The cost to the producer, including
cold srorage in T.ondon, is estimated at
31-10d. per 1b. The difference between
that and the Smithfield price of 3kd. te
33d. cannot pay the producer. It 1=
doubtful if the difference between the
Smithfield and vetail priecc at present.
compared with the 1814 figure, is realised
to the producer.”

The whole difficulty is in ihe cost of hand-

ling and marketing overseas. It is alto-
gether outrageous to estimate the cost of
handlmg". commission, cold storage charges,

ete., at £1-10d. per 1b. T hope that the new
Agent-General will devote his iime and
energy—I believe he will—towards securing
a reduction in all these charges. In speak-
ing on the Address in Reply last vear.

suggested that the only solution of the meat
problem was in «doing business in Great
Britain direct with the W holesale Co-opera-
tive Societies only. thereby saving a propor-
tion of the cost of handling., commission,
eic. The less meat is handled the better
condition it will be in when it is placed
before the consumers in Great Britain. I
hope that the new Agent-General will give
his earnest and prompt attention to this
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indusiry. the success of which is of great
importance to our State, and I sincerely Srust

that something will be done along the lines
that I indicated on a previous occasion.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): After listening to
the speeches of the hon. members who occupy
the front benches opposite and their cry as to
the woeful Budget prosented by the Trea-
surer. onc would think that it was really
necessary to bring in the undertaker. The
attirude of hon. members opposite is to be
wonder:d at at a time when the country is
faced with a depression. They have raisecd
a howl against the Government. First one
hon. member and then another has got up
with the ery that the couniry was ** broke’
and was on the verge of ruin.  All the time
they are attempting to discredit the State
and the Government. One knows that the
outlook may not be as bright as we would, like
to see it. but the outlook in Quernsland is no
darker than it is in any other State in the
Commonwealth, or in any other ¢ountry in
the world. During the past nine years hon.
members opposite have raised a continual cry
with a view to discrediting their own State
and to injuring it. This is a well- knovsn
fact. Even when the Prince of Wales was in
Australia they had the little fellow almost
afraid to come to Queensland because of their
cries that Queensland was a Bolshevist State.
Hon, members have only to take the fact that
77.000 people were in attendance at the open-
ing day of the Tixhibition a week ago as indi-
cating that the country was never more pros-
perous than it is to-day. They have not
referred to that fact during the whole of their
criticism. On the same day that there was
a record gathering at the Exhibitien, the
socond largest erowd that has ever attended
the races in Brisbane was present at Ascot,

and a record amount went threugh the
totalisator. If this is a form of ruin, then

the people will be looking for more ruination
of this kind. The friends of the hon. mem-
Lers opposite were never better off than they
are to-day. They have only to go down Queen
streei any mnight and opposm‘ the Winter-
garden and His Majesty’s theatres they will
find from 100 to 150 motor-cars lined up out-
side those buildings. I can assure hon. mem-
bers that nons of those motor-cars belong tc
the " wage slaves.”
Hon. J. G. Arrrn:
mistake about that.

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon.
Alber: made some mistakes
or, rather, the woeful cry. that he uttered
did vpot mention that the
Government are prosccuting  Sir
yduney Kidman for the recoviry of unpaid
raxes amounting to £150,000.

Hon. J. G. AppEL: Quite right, too.

Mr. RIORDAN: If the Government had
more sympathetic official heads, there would
be a lot more prosecutions of this nature. The
friends of hon. members opposite are hidden
behind the Labour Government through the
heads adininistering the policy of Labour. It
has been said that the squatter and the

pastoral industry haxe been ruined, but during
Show week «did we sce the poor squat‘r ‘p in
Brishane doing the rounds in his moleskin
trousers, and his women folk going about ia
old turkey red dresses? (Laughter.) T will
tak: a Sunday paper and allow it to give
its version of the poverty that hon. members
speak of. In describing a function that took
place on the night of the opening of the

Mr. Riordan.]

Don’t you make any

member for
in the criticism,
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Federal
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Exhibition at the home of = Mrs,
it says—

* Nothing niore brilliant was ever seen
in Brisbane than the lighting, decorations,
and frocking of =~ Mrs. Squatter’s At
Home * on Wednesday night. The special
floor for dancing was constructed on the
tennis court, ished and d-corated for
the occusion.

Squatter,”

Suach a dancing foor could not have been put
lown for less than £390 o £400. A crowd of
swage slaves " and a crowd of Bolsheviks
that hon. members: opposite speak of were
looking ov.r the fonece. Let these puoplc\ bhear

in mind thar this is the serv of thing that
brought about the French Revolution, This
sort of cant and humbug of hon. members

not going tu go down with the
people outside.  The whole of thelr erificizm
is directed towards discrediting the Gov-rn-
ment. During the last nine vears the Govern-
ment have made three appeals 1o the peoplo,
and on every oecasion ther hzve been returned
with m(](‘awd M jos itie The nev .
in further describing this function of ** Murs.
Sqguatter.” statesi—

Thousands of «laffedils and tens of
thonsands of roses wers cimployed in every
conceivable way as decorations.  Lights
were set in the heart of pink silk roses,
and chains of floval lights and rosy
lanterns stretched across every foot of
the grounds.  The supper tables were a
feast of ludur_v. with their tall ¢
candlesticks, pink shades, aud hos
daffodils. A French cap. an expenst
souvenir, and balloons to match the (*u*our
scheme were set Lefore each guest.

Zfr. FARRELL : Was that Mrs, Whittingham's
evouing ?

opposite is

Hon. J. G. Apper.: What about some of your
own ladies whe were also giving functions?
Mr. RIORDAN: Tt is a waiter of con-

cern to the hon. member that since this work-
ing-claxs Government ceme iuto power the
wives of the workers have got a little pleasaro
and comfort.

Houn. J. G. ArpeL: Why not?

Mr. RIORDAN: W have only to remem-
ber their attitude towards them in 1912, when
they were fichting for better (omlumzu from
the American Tramway Trust.

Hon. J. G. APPeL:
Governn:ont did to the strik

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. c¢oentleman
cannot make any such charge against this
Government, and the workers outside will not
swallew it. The ncewspaper goes on—

“ The champagne supper was sorved by
a staff from Row and the National
Hotel.

¢ The whole «f the wverandabs w
draped with flags, and all the mantle-
pieces and overy available place in the
interior was decked with masses of lovely
bloonis which perfumed the night air.

““To match her artistic home with its
rose decking, the hostess woro, ete.

* The narrow French streamers thrown
at supper-time were most effective. A
huge crowd stood outside the grounds and
watched the guests arrive and looked at
the beautiful scene, while the strains of
the band served many for an impromptu
jazz.

“ There were over 300 guests,
frocking was most extravagant.”

[Myr. Riordan.
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shows that the frocking was not the
ing of the old rquatter davs—oaof the old
in trousers, flannel shirt, and turkey
red dress. The frocks wers probably imported
fema France, or some other foreign country.
After Ire. Nauatter 7 had given her even-
g, it was up to our ol Id friend, the bushman,
o returi the compliment.  He arranesd for
the decoration of the lounge and ballroom
at Lennon's Hotel, showing rhat the bushman
sinee the mmvnt Go\mnmom have ben in
power can hold bis own with = Mrs. Sguatter.
I rake it, though, that the type of Lushmen
at Leunon's ITotel was nor the tvype of bus
man one would meet in the Gulf, or out West.
My, Farerern: Or
tion wos ks,

My, RIORDAN @

This

on the railway construc-

The dear fellows, after
nine vears of Labour administration, were
i a poxition to give a most extravagant
turn-out  and  almost  to  outde ¢ Mrs
Squatrer’’ in enrertaining. Really. thirty of
cur dear old bushmen entertained over 306
guests in Lennon's Hotel, and the Sunday
paper hos this to =ay about it—

»The Countrvmen’s Assoriation (most
of the station men of Western Quee
land <t<)\11)g at Lennon’s) gave the most
oviginal dinner parts of Exhibition week
last. night.  The castern  lounge of
L.ennon’s was riesceved for the funetion,
and the decorations included cvery

smbol of country life, from acroplanes
to horses and sheep.  The tables were
set in a forest of gum trees and the
Hehting  was  specially done by the
Wintergarden Theatre, and before cach
gruest was a sheep, cow. horse, or farmer’s
wagon (several of the symbols ‘were
habies’ cradles placed before the girls
whose engagements were recently an-
noutcedy, {Laughter.)

“Speeches were wild and woolly, and
May Dobbyu’s band plaved all the selee-

i3

tions country people loved.  After the
dinner the guests danced among the
tables.  wearing  all manner of fancy
caps. Mrs. Squatter's party wore quaint
Chanticleer caps Jmported from TParis.

Neville Lrons declared the last part of
the Exhibition revels casily eclipsed all
the others.  Their zuests were the
pretiiest women in Brishane”

I suppose they cannot cavil at that last
statement.  {Laughter.)
At 1222 pam..

The Crarrymax

Mr. RIORDA If that is an illustration
cf the ruination brought about by this
Government, then I say let us have more
of 1t. We realise that the cattlomen have
had a bLad thme, also rthat the Government
have met them on every conceivable occasion
and have given them more than a fair deal.
To realize that desire hon. members opposite
have tried by their speeches to raise the
tears of the peonle concerning the ruination
of the squatters outside. cader of
the Opposition, the hon. member for Wind-

resumed the chair.

sor. sald when speaking yesterdav—

‘“The Premier’'s Budget Speech was
full of dolefulne more so than any-
thing he has seen delivered to the
House.’

Apparently during the last nine years
that very hon. gentleman and his paltv

have heen responsible for the position with
which we are faced to-day. They have done
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nothing bui decry the State and use the
type of propaganda  that we heard used
duri the Address in Reply and on the
Finauciul Statement, When the opportunity
ocenired, their dislovaliy allowed them to
wo so far as to arrange a delegation to visit
the other side of the world in 1920. with
tire purpose of destroving the credit of this
State and of foreing the State to pay a
higher yate for any money requived. How
far they were successful in their mission is
kvown to the people of Queenstand. 1In
1920. owing to that delegation. the (Govern-
ment were cut off from the London money
market. When that party found that the
Govermment were in a position to get mones
lsevwhere and that their poisoncus propa-
nda was of no avail, they set out in an
attempt to bribe and corrupt hon. members
on this side. We ‘all remember how, after
thai delegation and after we had securea
money {rom America, how the friends of
hon, members opposite set about with their
boodle 10 bribe and corrupt hon. members of
the Government. They did this because the
Government had a majority of one only. The
people of Queensland now knosw how success-
ful they were. One member of this pavty did
gu across the floor and throw in his lot with
> bowdle.”  The other—-—

Me. DEACON : I rire to a point of order.
I understand the bon. member to insinuate
that hon. members on this side of the
Chambex tried to bribe hon. members of the
Government. I do not think the hon. mem-
ber is in order in making that statement.

The CHAIRMAN: I am sorrs that I did
not hear the remark., Did the hon. member
for Burke make that remark?

Mr, RIORDAN: T did not insinuate at
all. 1 said that friends of hon. members
opposite endeavoured to bribe and corrupt
hon. members of this party. That is well
known. As a vesult there was a prosceution
and conviction in 1922,

it

I remember quite distinetly that. when I
came inio this House in 1918, the Govern-
ment were controlling the State Savings
Bank. Friends of hon. members opposite
and some of those hon. members themselves
wvere connected with the run caused on the
banle in  that year. Their propaganda
‘throughouf has been o deliberate attempt
tn bring about by the weight of wealth
the destruction of the prosperity of the
people of Queensland. -

The people of Queensland have decided on
three oceasions by overwhelming majorities
in favour of this Government, and this Go-
vernment will carry on despite the cries of
the Opposition. To-day hon, members oppo-
site are bewailing the financial position, and
one wonders how the State, in the face of
all this propaganda and the bad advertise-
ment of the Opposiiion, is in the solvent
state 1n which we now find it

Queensland has not been forced into the
position  of having to make the financial
cuts that have been made in other States.
This year Queensland is spending the same
amount as was spent last  vear—over
£14.000.000. That is not so in New South
Wales and the other States. We find our-
solves in a Dbetter position than those States,
despite the facr that hon. members opposite
say that there arve thousands and thousands
of unemployed men in Queensland. Therve
are only 4.000 unemployed registered to-day,
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and 780 of rthose arve registered as from New
South Wales.  1In Svdney there are from
5.000 to 10,000 unemployed.

I shall now take the position of the late
vationalist  Government in Western  Aus-
tralia.  Before they woent 1o the country that
Governnmient was o0 financially bankrupt that
they had to arrange for « temporary loan
from New Sputh Walex to defray election
costs and to pay the public servants for the
vear. When MMy Collier went into office he
found that the Nationalist Government had
arranged to borrow £500.000 in the endea-
vour to tide over the trying times in which
they found themselves. We have only to
view the rosults of recent elections to give
an illustration of the populsvity of Labour
Governmonts throughout the world.  New
South Wales is practically the only black
spot left on the map of Australia. Onee an
appeal to the people 1= made in thai State I
think we shall have a complete ** White Aus-
iralia.”’ so far a- the States are concerned.
Mr. Bruce and his Federal family ave con-
tinually wrangling amonast themselves and
holding conferences, but they cannor fool the
peeple much longer. and ave practically at
ihe end of their tether. As soon as the
people gel an opportunity to deal with the
Bruce-Page alliance. T predict that we shall
have a Labour Government in power in the
Commonwealth.

Regcarding unemployment and the claims
made by hon, members opposite in this con-
nection. one remembers that, when the See-
rotary for Public Works, on the introduction

of the Unemploved Workers
[12.30 p.m.| Insurance  Bill.  outlined  the

vnemplovment insurance scheme,
our friends opposite. on the suggestion of
“old Granny Courier.” labelled the Bili
“ The Loafers’ Pavadise Bill.” A nice way
to refer to the workers! The men who follow
seasonal industries in Queensland are prac-
tically the best workers in the world. They
are willing 1o work. buf cannot get work in
Queensland at certain periods of ghe vear on
account of the seasonal occupations. The mes
cemploved in the sugar industry can come along
and knock out at the most a couple of pounds
s day during the season. which is a very
short one. and some provision should be made
by indusiry to tide these men over the slack
period.  Take the meat industry. The meat
works only operate for a few months in the
venr, and then the worker in thar industry is
thrown on to the streef, no more use to the
hoodler—ne more nse for exploitation—and
he is left with a few pounds in his pocket
that he mav have got during the two or three
nonths’ rui in the meatworks. This Govern-
mient made an honest atiempt to make some
provision to help the worker over this period
of slackness. The Unemploved Workers
Tnsurance Act is one of the most effective
picces of legislation passed by any Parlia-
ment in the world, and the working of it
up  to date has  been  most satisfactory.
Botter vonditions prevail in this country 1in
reeard to unemployment than in anv other
countrv in ihe world. We do make some
provision to assist the man who wants to
worlk Lut who cannot get it during a slack
period. Tt is the function of the Government
10 look after these workers. and not to allow

any company like the Colonial Sugar
Refinorv. the American Meat Export. or

the Queensland Meat Export to exploit them
for two or three months in the year. and
make ne provision iowards their upkeep

; My. Riordan.]
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during the period when they cannot get work.
\omerhmo might be donc in the way of
increasing the payments from the fund to
unemployed workers in certain districts.
Take my own district, for instance: A man
emploved in the \heaunw industry cannot get
a('oommodatlon from the sum at present
egranted from the fund, and the Government
should increase the pavments from the fund to
give the unemployed worker an opportunity
to get a roof over his head during the slack
period. It is all very well to say that 15s.
a week will sece a man through, but 15 a
week doos not go too far nowadays. It never
did go too far. but it does not go as far
iG- ddV as it did in the past. The scheme has
Leen 1n aperation only twelve months, and I
think the Unemployment Insurance Commit-
tee have done very well, but I would like to
see them give Conﬂdoranon to the provision
to este lehﬂh colonics or settlements for the
w: omp]o\od That is to sav, provide them
with land where they will have a reasonable
om)o‘tmm\ of getting off the labour market
and hitring out for themselves. The Empire
Parlimnontm‘y

Committee considered many
swhomes  for  development and migration.
Amo1w~1 them was one for al\mo whole

families out to certain dominions and estab-
lishing them in village colonies. The men
wore to he sent out first to clear the land
under eoxpert advisers. for which purpose
imporiant labour-saving devices were to be
provided, When the crops had heen sown.
+nd the houses, schools, and other buildings
crected. the wemen and children were to be
sent out. To meet the cost of this. loans at
a low rate of interest were to be negotiated
by the rvespective Governments, the repay-
ments of which, with interest. were to be
made by the migrants, spread over a period
of ‘munrhfn(\ or thirty vears. This scheme
should be put nto operation by the Govern-

ment or by the Unemployment Council
for our own unemploved. That council
might make arrangements with the British

Governmoent to raisc a million of money
to put into the nemployment Insurance
Fund, and, after we had prepared farms
and got our own people into industry and
producing, then thev could make arrange-
ments to take some of the surplus labour
that the British people are faced with to-day.
Although our friends opposite want to claim
that Quecnsland is the only State that has
unemployment, we know that upemployment
ix rampant all over the world. I must
congratulate the Government on the effort

‘rho_x have made in regard fo relieving
unemployment. aud during my travels from
me cnd of the State to_ the other I have

heard vxpressions of satisfaction from the
workers with the assistance given during the
slack period.

Another matter that hon. members oppo-
site refrain from mentioning is the workers’
compensation paid by the State Insurance
Office.  We know that great progress has
been made since the Government cawme info
power in regard to the claims paid under the
Workoers’ (om]wn ation Act, but it is foolish
for ns to sit dewn and rvest on our oars.
Workers oompo"idtion will stand  develop-
ment. and an endeavour should be made to
wei those who are totally or partially inca-
])u(’lidl(‘d back into industry. The State
Insurance Office should adom soute scheme
to get these nien into a calling for which
fhov are adapted. Many permanently and
tempera arily 1110<xpa(1tatod men could be use-

[Mr. Riordan.
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fullv cmployed in the different indusivies if
they had an opportunity of being trained in
those industries. and it is the function of the
State Insurance Office to get the injured
workets back inte a profitable calling as early
as possible. If they do this, then these men
will, be better citizens to the State aud better
to themselves and their families. Our
workers’ compensation is one of the best in
the world, and there have been very few
complainis in regard to it. The cmployer
does not have to pay the money to the
injured worker. The injured worker makes
his c¢laim on the Insurance Commissioner,
with the result that we have had very little
litigation in regard to claims, The Insurance
(‘ommissioner deals with every claim on its
merits. and most svmpathetic consideration
has been given to the Injured workers.
Workers’ compensation in other coun
under private enterprise is not at all satis-
factory, and the payments are not nearly as
liberal as the payments in Quoon\ldnzl The
 International TLabour Review.” in an
article dealing with workers’ compensation,
sUvE—

“ The total number of cases under the
Workmen's Cempensation Acts faken into
court in Great Britain in 1922 was 5.343.
Many of these. however. were applica-
tions for dealing with allowances already
granted, and many were avhlvd out of
court or otherwise disposeil of. so thav
the total number of original claims for
comnensation finally wttlod with the cog-
nisance of the courts was only 3.042.
which represents less than 1 per cent. of
all cases compensated oo'ulnno during
the vear. There were 25.580 cases 1n
wwhich miemoranda of agreements and
informal arbitrations were registered 1n
the courts.

“These cases were onlv 6 per cent. of
all cases compensated. Thu~ it appears
that the great majority of compensation
cases are not subject to judicial super-

1()1]

“The total number of cases under the
Tmployers” Liability Act. 1860. taken into
court in the whole of Great Britain was
thiriy-ive. The fizures have steadily
diminished since 1907, whén the number
of cases was 583, and clearly show that
the remedy provided by the older Ack

has been falling into disuse since the
Act of 1906 came into full operation.
The average amount of damages

awarded in fatal cases was £229 and the
average amount in  disablement cascs
was £59, as against £220 and £15 bs.
respectively m,dm the Workmen’s Com-
pensation Acts.”’
From that it appears that in fatal cases the
average amount paid was £229, and in dis-
ablement cases £59; but it iz quite different
in Queenstand. U nder our Labour Govern-
ont some provision is made to enable the
dep< ndants of a worker who has been fatally
injured to start in business or to carry on
iy some other wav by giving £600 at death
and £750 to totally m}ured ‘workers.
Another matter which is causing great
concern to the people of Australia is the
enormous  growth of the public service.
People in the couutry are wondering where
this expenditure is going to stop. Thers
was an article in * Truth’ last Sunday,
which showed the growth of the public ser-
vice in the Australian States from 1900 to
1922. In 1900 the number of employees in
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the public service was 89,831 and the salaries
paid £11,733,815. The number of employees
i 1922 was 246,818, and the salaries Ddld
£58,474,292. Then ‘rhe figures for the Com-
monwealth service were given—

* Commonwealth employees o
include Commonwealth Bank or Com-
monwealth shipping line, but include
railways, defence, and employees at
Cockatoo dock yard—

*In 1917-18 the figures were—

not

Government employees ... 236,092
Salaries .. £33.072,411
The question arises as to whether the tax-
payers of Australia can carry such an

cnormous service.  Are we getting the best
vesults from this service? Our primary and
secondary industries might well be extended.
We have our young people clther growing
up to be public servants or “wood  and
water joeys,”’ through our failure to extend
onr secondary industries. We have here one
of the greatest industries in the world—the
woollen industry—and there are practically
no woollen mills operating. We are sending
our wool to the other side of the world to
be manufactured into cloth, and then sent
back here to be sold to us at double and
treble what it should cost us.

I notice also that the Irrigaiion Depart-
ment is making cfforts this year to bring
about a more satisfactory distribution of
water. Jlatfers with regard to water, bores,
cte.. had really been in the
squatters up to the advent of this Govern-
ment and the establishment of the Irrigation
Department. The Irvigation Comml%lonor
Tras found it very difficult on some occasions
to got sufficient water from flowing bores to
water the Jand of selectors who take upcountry
vesumed from the squatters. In the matter
of subartesian bores, no matter how much
water may be there, there is no authority
under the present Act in connection with non-
flowing bores to sce that the selector gets a
reasonable supply from the squatters.

T think that the Dopartment of Publie
Instruction and the Departinent of Public
Works have been very genecrous in regard
to schools so far as the couniry districts are
concerned.  Right from one end of the State
to the other we can sce new schools being
erected and teachers provided. Where there
are not sufficient State schools provisional
schools are provided until the time arrives
when the crection of a  State school is
justilied.  No difficulty has been experienced
br people in the country districts in that
regard, and no one appreciates the action
of the Government more than the people
Hving in those distriets,

The hon. member for Bulimba referred to
the treatment of meat and to the position of
the workers engaged in the meat industry.
A great deal bas leen said regarding the
meat worker and his attitude to the meat
companies. During the war period, when
the British Government guaranteed to the
meat companies any loss on meat seni from
their works, the companies were prepared
to carry on under any wcouditions; but
immediately  the guarantce was taken oft
they set out to fight the workers in connee-

tion with a reduction of their wages. The
workers submitted to a 1oduonon but
further dispuies arose, forced on by the

boss, and appeals were made to the Arbitra-
tion Court for the deregistration of unions.
There are always two sides to a case. Somc
of the gentlemen in  control of meat-
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works in Qucensland might very well be
dealt with by their companies instead of

the line of fire being always in the direction
of the worker. The workers tried to meet
the companies when the slump occurred in
the industry, but the companies have never
given an increase to the workers without
an appeal to the Arbitration Court. The
only time the companies voluntarily appeal
to the Arbitration Court is for the deregis-
tration of a union.

In conclusion, I hope that beforc the
vear passes away the State will be faced
with a brighter outlook, that the exchange:
position will have righted itself, and that
it will not be difficult for the Government
to get money out from England to put into
operation their progressive policy. Those
who think, and whose mission is not to try
and mislead the public outside, know that
the Government have started works which
arc of a progressive nature. We have only
to take the Dawson Valler irrigation scheme
and the development in Bowen district as
an illustration of that. Since the advent of
this Government greater progress has been
made throughout Queensland than was made
during the \\hole half century in which the
party represented by the Opposition sat on
the Treasury benches.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): Tt is very
difficult to criticise the Financial Statement,
because we do not know whether before the
end of the year it is going to be this State-
ment which will govern the financial position
or whether there will be a new arr angement.
1“ e I\Inow lflom gi:&tem(\nt\ mado in the Cham-
A [~ v - 4 m
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madn by a ;,\ntlennn who would be the
Plommv-tlmt there is a great difference of-
oplmon as to whether the Government’s
policy is the right one. From present indi-
cations it is evident that the Government
have come to the conclusion that their
policy iu the past has been a failure; they
have come to a dead-end. Will the hon.
member for Burke deny that the effect of
the Treasurer’'s Statement is that Labour
has come to a dead-end? (Government dis-
sent.) I take it that the Treasurer knows
more about it than hon. members behind’
him. There is the difference between the
two sections,

The TREASTRER: You arc misleading.

Mr. DEACON: Before I finish the Trea-
surer will sec that I am not misleading. One
party is {rightened of going on with expen-
diture.  They desivre cconomy and careful
management and borrowing as little as they
possibly can. The other party ave afraid
of nothing. I eymp‘nhlso with the Trea-
surer and the members of the Ministry in

their difficults in getting sufficient money
to carry on. Some of their followers will
not be sati=fied. Those hon. members seem

to live in Dreamland or in Wishland, and’
remind me of the old rhyme—
“ T wish the rivers were full of milk,

the lakes were iced sponge

cakes;
I wish the seas woere bread and cheese,

I wish roast beef would grow on trees.’»

(Laughter.) They are all the time wishing.

With refercnce to the Unemployment In-
surance Fund, it seems to me that the
Government have not kept their promise.
Tt was understood that the employers had
to contribute one-third, the workers another-
third, and the Government another third;

Mr. Deacon.]
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but vou will look at the actual amount
subscribed by the Government, you will find
that it iz £10,900 short of their quota.

The TREASURER interjected.

Mr. DEACOXN: That is shown by the
report of the Seeretary for Public Works.
He does pot give the Treasurer credit for
having paid an equal share with the em-
plovers and employees,  Then, again, the
Lion. member for Burke, who spoke just
before me, =aid that never before was therc
so much difference between the different
classes of the people; never before were
there so many poor ones and so very many
wealthy ones. He spoke about the waste of
money by the wealthy ela but the waste
of money 1s not confined to the very
wealthy ‘prople; it affects other classes.
Look at the sheavers and many other wor
ing men and see how they throw their money
abour. They work hard for a few weeks
and then throw away in a day all they make.
That goes on all over Queensland, and it
is not only the wealthy who waste their
money  aud desive to make a big show.
They are just as bad in their method of
spending money as some of the wealthy—
and thore are wealthy men on that side of
the Chamber, some very wealthy men—and
some of the very wealthiest men outside ave
backing them up.

There is one respect in which I do not agree
with the Treasurer, and that is in raising his
money. He proposes to impose new taxation.
First of all, there is the cheque tax. That
will come mostly from the country districts.
The people in the country districts pay a
large number of very small amounts. They
do not keep much cash, but pay their
debts by cheque. Most of that new taxation
will be paid by ecountry people. They can-
ot pass it on, but in the city the business
people will be able to pass it all on. Then
take the increasc in railway freights and
fares. The Government expect to get a fair
amount from that. The business people
will again be able to put their extra freights
on to the market price.

Tr is not o much bad management on our
railways as the conditions imposed by indus-
frial awards that have caused the Govern-
ment to increase the froights and fares. The

Railway Department has some

12 pon.]  difficulties in making the railways
pav. A train is run to Pittsworth
on Saturday, arriving ther: on Saturday
morning and leaving Sarturday afternoon.
Tmmediately after its arrival at Pittsworth
it has to return to Toowoomba to take the
driver, fireman, and guard back to their
howmes.  Practically speaking, the department
has to run a special train to bring the three
men back to Toowoomba, and in doing so
they cut the Pittsworth district out of a
Monday morning train. I went io the Rail-
way Department about the matter. and I was
informed that it was cheap r for them to
run a special train than leave the train at
Pittsworth until Monday morning, because
under the award they would have to pay the
craployces on the train at overtime rates
the whole of the time they were away from
home. The departinent could easily pay the
“board of these men, and still be in pocket,
and at the same time supply a convenience to
the residonts by running a Monday morning
train. The amount of board to be paid is not
the trouble. Tt is the overtime rate to be
paid when work is not done. The men would
not work on Saturday night or Sunday, but

[Mr. Deacon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ways and Means.

they would have to b» paid overtime simpiv
because they were away from home. There
are cases like that in different parts of the
State which put the Railway Department to
a great deal of expense, and there is no sense
in it. The men themselves would not object
to being away from homs for a Saturday
night, provided their hoard was paid: bur
the unions go to the Court and claim pay-
ment for all these little points, which makes
the working position very unsatisfactorv. All
this adds « burden to country residents, and
on several branch lines the service is very
unsatisfactory. In fact, the service is unsatis-
factory on almost cvery branch line, simply
Lecause the department has fo take into
account the oxtra amount to be paid when the
men are awav from home. Several times I
have heard the Minister say that he believed
in  constructing railways to dovelop  the
country, the expenditure incurred therein to
Ire borne by general taxation. That is a sound
proposition, heecause, after all, the money
comes out of the pockets of the pecple, and
it does not matter so much, provided the
country is being developed, whether the .
cvpense s borne by taxation applicable to
overvbady, or whether it is borne hy th-
producer.  We should levy on the whole of
the people to raise revenue to develop thee
country. The Government propose to revert
to the system of rvaising freights and fares.
It is propos 'd roughly to raise something like
£900.000. Whether it be an increase in
natural growth, the fact remains that there
is to be an additional £800.600.

The TrEASTRER: The
figures are a bit weak.

hon. gentleman’s

Mr, DEACON : The only benefit the coun-
1y wets from it is about £100,000 to be
spent on  the eradication of prickly-pear.
abour £30.000 in works carried out by the
Department of Public Works, and £130,000 in
remission of rents for prickly-pear and cattle
holdings. The remission in rent is not alto-
aether relief, because the Government could
pot get any more rent from that country
than they have now fixed. The country will
enly receive about £260,000 from the in-
crease in revenue, which will' probably
amount to £800,000. That is not a fair
proportion of expenditure. We are having
more and more money spent every year in
the eity. If any new works are commenced
cr new schools erected, it is the city that
receives the benefit while the country stands
still. 8o long as that state of affairs con-
tinues uo real prosperity can be expected.
We have been living up to the present on
loan morey and have not been developing the

country in the marner we should. The
Government could have taxed four big
classes in order to bring in  increased
revenue, if it was requived. They are the
pig publicans, the big drapers, the big
speculators, and the big sheep men. All

those classes, because of the high prices
ruling, are sharing in the present prosperity.
There is only one of those classes that the
Government propose to tax Dby increased
railway rates, and that is the wool industry.
It would be equitable if the Government
had increased the income tax a little, because
the whole burden would have been spread
over the whole of those classes. The Govern-
ment, however, under their proposal to in-
crease the railway rates, are unduly placing
a high tax on the country. While anticipat-
ing increased receipts from the railways the
Government have given no indication that



Ways and Means. [27 A

they are going to provide increased facili-
sies for loading by the construction of sid-
ings at country railway stations. These
facilities would save time and money to the
producer and give him more time ‘to work
on his farm. It would mean inecreased
production and an increase in revenue to the
Government.  The Railway Department is
not able to satisfy the demands upon it for
increased facilities at country stations. The
department would have its revenue very
much increased if it had the money to
expend i providing such urgent facilities.
The Government are goiag fo take a lot
more money from the taxpayvers, and I hope
that they will give some attention to this
important matter. I heard the hon. member
for Ipswich and other hon. members say
what they would dc¢ when they got the con-
trol of the financial institutions. One hon,
member id that they would then lend
woney ouf at the rate of 2 per cent. or
3 poer cent. Their friends in Russia grabbed
the whole lot and could not solve the prob-
Tem. because they are now going round the
world seeking backing for loans to pay their
Jdebts.

My, HarTteeEy: Who did that:

DEACON : Som:s of vour friends in
; We all know very well that the
money at the disposal of the banks is borrowed
by those banks and they have to pay for it.
1f vou lend that monex our at 2 per cent. Or
3 per cent., after paving the expenses of the
hank, you could not pay the original interest
on that money. 1f is no use & man lending

ont money unl he can get a satisfactory
return. Jt is useless to talk of lending moncy

at 1 pr cont., 2 per cent., or 3 per cent. The
Government have control of the banks to a

cevfain  extent: they control the savings
banks, and they cannot lend money out at

less than 5 per cent,
Mr. Moreix: Thevy can spend money on
wentures that do not return 1 per cent.

Mr. DEACON: Therefore. they control
finance to a certain_ extent, though not in a
direction that is helping the country. They
have been borrowing money very freely and
paying 6 per cent. for it. The position
regarding the banks is that in 1919 the banks
held the people’s mouey to the cxtent of
£36.782,000, of which amount they had
invested in Government securities £1,418,156.
AVith the exception of that amount the money
was avallable for general purposes.

In 1923 the banks held the people’s money
to the extent of £59.360,800, and the amount
invested in  CGovernment - securitics  was
£18.549,043.

That gives tie rcason for the tightness of
money at pressnt.  Every country district is
suffering from tightness of meney. Govern-
ment securities at 6 per cent. are too attractive
for the investor, and so the man in the country
cannot get any money. The banks are con-
trolled to such an extent that the tightness
of money is stopping the development of the
country.

Mr. HarTLEY: You mean the banks arc
stopping the development of the country.

Alr. DEACOXN: T mean the Government.
Hon. members overlook the fact that I pointed
«ant that the surplus money was invested in
Government sceuritics.  During the last four
years an enormous amount has gone into Go-
vernment securitics. The Government have
had to appeal to the banks to lend them this

TGUST. ]
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money : they have practically forced them to
subseribe 1o the Government loans.

Mr. BULCOCK :
menwealth loans,

Mr. DEACON: It applies to State loans,
too. Why, even in my time, we had a Bill
brought into thizx Chamber threatening that
if a Government loan werc not subscribed, i
would be enforced. There was a compulsory
provision in that measure, and we heard it
defended by every hon. member on the other
side.  They see now what they have done.
The Treasurer and the Seevetar v for Public
Lands pointed out that if they ‘did as some
of their supporters wanted them to do and
inereased the basic wa, go thex would have to
take it out of the pockets of other working
nien, and give it to the working men who are
supporting  the Government.  The public
rm'mla}l\ are in such a position that they find
It dxfhcull o borrow noney to carry on their
operations.  That position has beon brought
ohout becausze of the amount of money the
Government have hborrowed in Queensland.

That applies to the Com-

The Government imposed on public ser-
vants burels a class tax, just the same as the
land tax is a class tax. They picked out a
particular  clase of  public servants  and
imposed on them o rax of 5 per cent., which
i~ not paid by any other class except the
landholders.,

Mr. Corrixs
land tex.

Mr. DEACON: Tr does not matter who
Pavs it 1t is purely a class tax. Because
they pax that tax they are not relieved from
the paymem of other taxes. They still have
to pay their income tax, and they still have
10 ¢ every other tax imposed by the Go-
vernment gud this 5 per cent. in {lddltloll
The publie scrvants can see now the injus-
*ice of a class tax. Tt is unjust to single out
wny particular class in the community and
put on a tax which is move than their shave,
and which is in addition to their other taxes.

Mr. ITarTrey : You mean Sir Sydney Kid-
man.

Mr. DEACON: The hon.
very well whom 1 mean.

Mr. Harteey: I would like to pay that
£135,000 that Kidman has to pay: I would
not growl.

Mr. DEACON: T was hoping that this
session we wounld have some consideration
given to the land tax. It is absolutely unfair
to pick out any class of people and make
them pay a apocml tax. The land tax is a
fax on a man’s capital. If he Dborrows
capital he bas still {o pay on that. A man
may nominally own £3.000 worth of land.
Tie may have a mortgage on that of £1,500.
but he is faxed on the full amount. No
exemption bevond the £300 applies to him.

Less than 1,000 people pay

-

member knows

Mr. Drxstaxy: Why does he not take up a

leasehold ?

Mr. DEACON: Tt is almost impossible to
take up a leaschold. If a man has his money
invested in frechold—if he invested it bofom
this Government came into power-—what is
he to do with it? Throw it up?

Mr. Hamtiey: No: he can convert into
leasehold.
Mr. DEACON: Tt us take some cases

For instance, on a

Mr. Deacon.]

that were converted.
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repurchased estate, they would allow a
selector to convert it into leasehold in fiftecn
vears at b per cent.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: 3%
_ Mr. DEACON: If the hen.

per cent.

member thinks

it is 3% per cent., he is mistaken. It is &
per cent. on a mpurchawd cstate,
The TREASURER: As a matter of fact,

where a man pays 5 per cent. it is on a
new valuation and not on the original price,

Mr. DEACON: The Treasurer is quite
wrong. Only the other day I approached
the Sceretary for Public Liands with a depu-
iation asking that Maryvale should be re-
valued at the end of fifteen years, starting
from the time it was first taken up. It
has not yet been decided whether that can
be done.

My, Dunsrax:
sion !

Mr. DEACOXN : T asked to have a revalua-
Lion made.

Mr. Duxstax: With a view

Mr. DEACON: No, it has been converted.
All the money they have paid in from the
beginning was to be taken into account in
determining their rents, but it was 5 per
cent. on their ougmal capital, and they
asked that the first period of fifteen rears
should start from the date of sclection. Tt
has not vet been decided by the Department
(if Public Lands whether that can legally be
done.

Mr. Hartiey : That does not apply fo an
ordinary frechold selection. You can convert
that into leasehold if you want.

Mre. DEACON : In conncction with a per-
petual lease selection, the rental of which is
5 per cent. of the capital value. it is only
the first holder who gets the benefit, When
he comes to resell——

Mr. Burcock : Why should he sell?

Mr. DEACON: Because he has a good
thing on in selling. A long lease with a
low rental of 14 per cent. on a small capital
value is a good thing on the market. A
number of these perpetual leascholders realise
that they can get an enhanced value.

The Treastrer: I thought members on
wour side said that it was not a good security
because you could not get an advance on it?

AMr. DEACON:
borrow on.

The TREASURER: It
worthless security.

Mr. DEACON:

banks
security.

Did you ask for conver-

to conversion?

It is not good security to

was said to be a

So far as the ordinary
are concerned, it is a worthless

Tt is a Oood thing to sell the
lease. It does not matter about getting
gecurity, vou can simply scll your lease.
That is the case with some perpetual lease
sclections.  People simply take them up
with a view to holding them for five years
without bothering about improvements, and
then sell them. It is just the same in con-
nection with grazing leases. If vou take up
a grazing lease for a long penod at a low
rental, it is worth qomorhlng on the market.
The man who gets the benefit is the original
selector. I suppose the Government have
found that out in conncction with perpetual
lcaseholds.

Mr. Coruixs: What is your remedy ?

[Mr. Deacon.
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Mr. DEACON: To make it freehold, A
man is more likely to develop a freehold:
and make it productive.

OrposITION MEMBERS : Hear,
Mr. Duxstan: It is pure fallacy.
The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr., DEACOXN : I got away from the ques-
tion. At a rental of 5 per cent., if a man
has to pay the original value in twenty
vears, he would have no further advantage
than he had when he started. Some land-
holders whe took up land under frechold
tenure have engaged to pay the Government
the full value of the land, but as soon as
they get it paid the Government start to
talkke it all back again by the land tax.
If{ the Government members, instcad of
stimply (ighting amongst themselves about
their little differences of policy, would only
work together. things might be different.
I do not think the Ministers have been so

hear!

much to blame., I realise¢ that in many
rases they have had things forced upon
them by their supporters. They must have

felt many a time that, if they had been
allowed fo use their own judgment and had
their own way, if they had not been forced
along by a majority in the caucus to do
things they did not really wish to do, their
position and the position of the country
would have beenr much better than it is.
do not hope that anything will come out of
lho present split in the Government ranks.
T do not hope that there will be any improve-
rent so far as the Government policy 1s con-
cerred, because I can see that the members
who aw against the policy of the Ministry
have the bigge.t backing outside. I do not
think any good will come of the presens
endeavour of Ministers to straighten things
out and put things on a sounder footing.
believe  that thcv are cndeavouring to
straighten_things out, but with the position
as it is. T am quite sure that it will end
in nothing.

The hon. niember for Ipswich referred to
the price of cattle and the position of the
BState stations,  We all know that there has
bheen a waste of money in connection with
the stations, but it did scem extraordinary
to hear the hon. member say that because
some bullocks brought £9 and some £7 per
Lead, the avevage value of the cattle on the
State stations was anything like that figure.
I+ must be remembered that we bought
some of the stations at so much per head
of stock. including cows. calves, and every-
thing. and that the average price we paud
was more ihan the present price of a fat
Idlock., Tt is absurd to say that, because
a fat builock br ought something like £7. that
is the average value of the cattle appearing
on the books. I must be borme in mind,

too, that the average annual turn-off is only
one in se¢vern.

Mr. Brrcock: How does the hon. gentle-
man cxpect the State stations to be in a
good position when other cattle stations are
in a bad wav?

Mz, DEACON: Doocs the hon. gentleman
adnm that the State stations are in a bad
way? Hon. members opposite contend that
they arve in a satisfactory position,

Mr, Bricock :

The cattle industry is in a
bad way. .

Mr. DEACON: Everybody knows that
the cattle industry is in a bad way, and the
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 State stations are in the same bad way as
all other cattle ventures; but why not say
807

Mr. Bureock: The State stations are not
in a worsc position.

Mr. DEACON: The Government have
attempted to prove that they are in a satis-
factory condition by creating fictitious book

values. The cattle have mnot

[2.30 p.m.] been taken at  their market

value, as should have been the
case. The country is not told the true
financial position of the State stations, vet
we have hon. members opposite saying that
they are worth the value as disclosed in the
books. It would be much better at the
earliest possible opportunity to get rid of
all the Btate stations and put the country
to the use that it is intended for—to the
settling of people. The State stations are
of no benefit to the country, and it is of no
benefit to the country to have large areas
locked up even if you call them State
stations. They have not assisted in any way
to cheapen the price of meat, and no sen-
sible man could argue that the holding of
a large number of cattle will reduce the
price of meat. We should look back on the
past and realise that the average price for
meat in Brisbane to-day is 7d. per 1b. Hon.
members  opposite have argued that the
existence of State butcher shops has caused
the reduction in the price of meat, but that
is a falsc idea to entertain. Only the other
day the Premier of Vietoria, in addressing
the housewives of that State, said that the
Government were in sympathy with them in
connection with the high price of meat, and
he pointed out that in Queensland in con-
sequence  of  the establishment of State
stations and State butcher shops the highest
price that was being charged for meat in
Queensland was 33d. per Ib. We all know
that the highest price in Brisbane to-day is
1s. per lb.. and the average price is 7d.
per Ib. The fact that the State is holding
stations and breeding cattle does not make
the slightest difference in the price of meat
to the consumer.

Mr. Hamriey: Does the hon. gentleman
think the State butcher shops should he
vlosed ?

My, DEACON: Of course they should be
tlosed. *What use are they? We are noi
making any money out of them. We are
not helping the worker or any one else to
get cheap meat by keeping them.

Mr. F. A. Coorer: On the same argument
we should close the Department of Agricul-
ture. because we are not getting anvthing
out of 1t.

Mr. DEACON: The Department of Agri-
culture is rendering great assistance, but the
State butcher shops are helping nobody. It
is not cheapening the price of meat and has
never done so.

Mr. Brrcock: Meat would he
the shops were not in existence.

Mr. Moreay: Why did the Price Fixer
refuse to fix the price of meat in Brisbane?

Mr. Harriey: e did not want to hit the
cattle owners too hard.

Mr. DEACON: I am not talking about
the cattle owner, Hon., members opposite
claim that they look affer the interests of
the worker. In the old Tory days before
this Government came into power meat was
cheaper than it is to-day and cattle were

dearer if
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dearer. The producer got more for his
cattle and the worker got cheaper beef.
That was the case all over Queensland.

Mr. MoreaN: The middleman is making
the profit now.
_ Mr. DEACON: To-day the worker is pay-
ing more for his beef, while the grower is
getting less for his cattle, and the difference
between the price paid by the consumer and
the priee received by the producer is greater
than it has ever been before.

My, HARTLEY: You are wrong.

Mr. DEACOXN : I am not wrong., We have
seen the time under a Tory Government
when meat was sold at 3d. per lb., but it has
never been sold at that price since Labour
has been in office.

Mr. MORGAN:
cheap as now.

Mr. DEACON : The waste of public money
is not cnly confined to State stations and
State butcher shops. The iime has arrived
when we should take stock of all State enter-
prises and cut the loss.

Mer. Corrins : Do you include the yailways?

Mr. DEACOY : I said the time has arrived
vwhen we should take stock of all State enter-
prises and cut the loss of those which are
unprofitable and are not helping the State
in any wav. I do not say for one moment
that we should discontinue publie utilities.
Tf State enterprises are a publie utility they
should be kept going; but when they are
neither one thing or another. and instead of
helping anybody arc placing an additional
Lurden on the State, besides employing a log
of men who cannot earn their wages in them,
it is better to wind them up. The Govern-
ment should have left the mining industry of
North Queensland to private owners, If,
instead of engaging in the (‘hillagoe and
other State mines, they had given oppor-
tunities to the miners to work those mines,
and crush the ore, it would have been much
better, not only for the miners hut for the
State.

We have had abouf nine vears of long
endeavour by this Government to improve
the position of the worker. My expericuce
among working men has taught me that thenr
ambition, or at least the ambition of every
worker who is worth anything, is to be inde-
pendent. to be his own boss, and to et him-
self up in his own little busincss. The Go-
vernment have not in any way attempted to
help him to achieve that ideal. It has licen
their attempt to keep him on the level of a
wage-earner. The working man under pre-
vious Administrations always had a chance
to own hisz cwn business. and we would
assist him to Jdo so by co-operation. We
know whai co-operation has done for the
farmers. It has cnabled them to secure the
ownership of various husinesses and to save
money., None of them has beenr a burden on
the State. If we could do the same for the
working men in this State, it would he much
better. not only for them but for the welfare
of the whole community.

Mr. ('OLLINS (Bowen): I have listened
fo many speeches from hon. members of the
Opposition in the hope that I would learn
something in regard to what they would do
in the event of their occupying the Treasury
benches. I have waited since the debate
commenced to try to get some indication in
that direction. In my opinion, it would be
the greatest calamity that could happen to

Mr. Collins.]
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Queensland if they were to become the Go-
vernment, inasmuch as so far their criticism
has been of a destructive and not of a con-
structive characler.  Years ago, when we
were in  Opposition, we used to deliver
speeches that were of a destructive nature,
but we alwo tried to deliver speeches that
were of a constructive nature. I have fol-
lowed the debate on the Financial Statement
fuirly closely, and T find that the one cry of
hon. members opposite is against taxation.
They claim that owr industries will be ruined
or that we shall stop the development of
tlose industries, The leader of the Opposi-
tion ¢aid that meney was being taken from
the avenues of natural development. I do
not know what the hon. member means by
that.  Then we had the hon. member for
Warwick stating that we are strangling many
of our indusiries. Later we had the hon.
meniber for Toowong cryving out about taxa-
tton stopping the development of the country.
I claim that that is not so. We find that
nothing we can do will satisfy the Opposition.
When we had a deficit of £184,979 for 1922-
1923 we were criticised and told we were not
fit to manuge. any State. Now that we have
a surplus of £12707 for 1923-1924 we ars still
criticised, and it is said that we are an
extravagant Government in the matter cof
expenditure,
Mr. Vownes .
vour estimates?
Mr. COLLINS: So far as the attitude of
the Opposition is concerned theve is no hope
in the future for mankind. While we might
not have done all the things expecied of us.
the people have nothing to laok forward to
should thie present Opposition get into power
~which T do not anticipatc. .
Mr. Moraax: Why did you want to super-
secle the Premior?

How much did vou get over

Mr. COLLINS: Some time ago, recognising
that this debate was coming on, I wanted to
get some information that I could use during
the debate, and I wrote to the Registrar-

General the following letter, dated 14th July,
1924 :

* I would be pleased if you would kindly
supply me with the following informa-
flon 1 —

1. The number of pastoralists and
pastoral companies who have paid
Income fax since the inception of the
Income Tax Act.

2. The total amount on which income
tax was paid.

8. The amount of income tax and per-
centage to total income taxpayers.

4. The total wealth production or
estimated wealth production in Queens-
land per vear since the inception of the
meome tax.

“1 would also be glad if you could let
me have the different years scparately.

“Trusting vou will be able to supply
me with the above information at your
carliest.”

On the 23rd July, 1924, I received the follow-
ing reply :—

“In reply to your letter of the 14th
instant asking for certain iuformation in
respect to Queensland statistics, I enclose
herewith documents which give the parti-
culars you require.

* I regret that T am unable to give you
ligures previous to 1907, as they arc nob
available.”

[Mr. Collins.
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the tables supplied—

PASTORALISTS.

No. of Total
T

Year. ax- Taxable
payers. - Income
. £

1902 3
1903 | “
1904 > Not
1905 |
1906 3
1907 I P Ta t 2,149,347
1908 1,273 0 1,902,059 ¢
1909 1,603 | 2477.87¢
1910 1,731 1 3.020.307
1911 1,459 | 2,315,022 ¢
1012 1,767 2,602,429
1913 2,152 3,716,218
1914 2,258 1 4,059,985
1915 1,826 1 2828662
1916 2,522 1 4,084,531
1017 3,103 563,
1918 ... 27938
1918-10 .. 2513
1919-20 .. 2,457 1,610,023
1920-2 2,058 ¢ 3,051,371

1621
52,690 42:04
69,016 | 4825
86,775 | 47
65,076 ¢ 3808
71,704 | 3877
105,648 © 4181
b 116,106 47-02
I 157457 © 4484
2310M3 5441

368,610 . 35
801,300 | 8457

1921-22 1,156 | 2,286,735
PASTORAT. COMPANIES,
i 8457
; | CeH F
' No. of Total | s
Year, Tax- | Taxable | Tax. R
© payers. . Income, CESES
A
S S — -
¥
}38‘;} Not v available |
1901 27 1 320,860 1 14,671 @ 146
1905 . 28 . 487,612 ! 21429
1906 36 25-39
1907 39 338
1908 P38 29-15
1909 [ 332
1810 i:f 57 ‘.
1011 22-97
1912 41 20~0§
1913 57 s Co21-47
1914 57 62,065 | 2644
1915 51 68,805 | 18-87
1916 63 78,377 ; 23-52
1917 61 96,274 | 26:09
1918 64 150,267 ¢ 3490
1918-1¢ 70 207,644 1 26-07
1919-20 68 . 1,351, 174,137 ¢ 18-98
1920-21 70 1,453,384 | 227,207 ¢ 25:93
1921-22 48 | 1,480,415 | 228,593 | 26-81

WEALTH PPRODUCTION OF

QUEENSLAND.
£
22,881,266
22,825,356
25,558,831
29,413,098
28,222,990
36,285,138
43,747,857
44,268,876
41,947,276
43,225,954
49,043,916
48,691,699
49,699.435
62,311.588
60,278,602
60,201,865
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There are many people who are under the
impression that the pastoralists are not iu
the position that these tables show, but,
according to the income tax returns, these
people have always been on a good wicket.

Coming to the question of wealth produc-
tiou, which is linked up with the prosperity
of the State, we find that according to these
statistics the total wealth production for
Queenslaud for 1915—the year this Govern-
ment took offico—was £41,947,276, and for
the year 1922 the total wealth production
was £60,201.865, or an increase of a little
over £18,354,589.

Mre. MORGAN :
not in gquanti

My, COLLINS: There was an increase in
wealth production of a lirtle over £18,000,000.
That is the reply to the hon. member for
Windsor, who iu criticising the Govern-
ment poinfad out the Incrcase in revenue.
It would naturally follow that there would
be an increase in revenue, because we find
that in the vear 1914-15 the population of
the State was 670.707, and according to the
latest figures available iu the Treasurer's
tables the population now is 811,168, or an
increase since 1914-16 of 134.461. No one
would imagine for one wmoment that the
revetne of Queensland would remain station-
ary with such an increase in the population.
No oue would imagine for one moment that
the requircments of the people would be less.
The requirements of the people ave con-
tinually incrcasing.  While the wealth pro-
duction has been increasing by leaps and
bounds, unfortunately for the mass of the
people the wealthy class in Queensland has
also been increasing by leaps and bounds.
I am cne of those who Dbelieve what Sir
Samuel Griffith said in 1888—that * the great
social problem of the present age is not how
to accumulate wealth but how to get a
more cqual distribution of it.””  That is
what this Labour party has got to do. It
has to bring about a more equal distribu-
tion of 1he wealth that is produced in this
State of Queensland.  That is not only a
problem for Queensiand, but it s a problem
for the Commonwealth and for the whole of
the civilised world. It may be that it will
be a mere difficult problem {o solve than some
of us think, but we ave not going to bring it
abcut by being in any way timid. Timidity
leads nowhere. T remember saying in 1914,
when the Federal Labour Government was
in power, that “ timidity marks the actions
of all Labour Governments,” and that is
really what happens at times. We begin to
got timid owing to the criticisms that come
from the Opposition side. and owing to the
fact that we become conservative through
reading such newspapers as the ¢ Daily
Mail,”” the  Courier,” and the ‘¢ Telegraph”
—papers which circulate widely throughout
the State. While I read these papers very
carefully from *ime to time, I am not
influenced by the articles that appear in
them.

[ said a moment ago that the problem is
the same as that which was pointed out by
Sir Samuel Walker Griffith in 1888, 1 heard
him mysclf use the words that I have just
aquoted.  Queensland iz a State which is
tecming with wealth and natural resources,
and [ question if there are any other 811,000
people on the face of the earth who are
producing such an enormous amount of
wealth. But to bring about a more equal
distribution of that wealth, to give the

An increase in value but

[27 Avaust.]

Ways and Means. 461

masses of the people more of the wealth
that ther produece. zheuld be the aim and
object of this party, and, if we do not de
that, wo are failing in our duty. I am
willing to admit that we have gone a long
way on the road, but I am not one of those
who are going to get into the doldrums be-
causc certain things have happened. We
have had to climb man¥ hills and overcome
many obstacles in the past, and the work of
statesmanship is to overcome all obstacles.
That is what the Labour party has to do.
What do we find the position in Queensland
to-day? When we turn to the income tax
returns for 1922-23 we sce what the position
is. This is a reply to the hon. member for
Toowong, who said that we arc ruining these
poor people—these poor income taxpayers! I
ami taking incomes from £1,500 upwards—

Taxable

| ' P
—_— | No. ‘ Tneome. ;Tux Paid.
- e
| i ¢ | €
From£1,501t0£3,0007 777 | 1,567,206 | 151,761
From £3,001 to £6,UUOi 240 t 969,952 ; 141,331

That is a small income—I suppose the hon.
member for Nanango has an income similar
to that. (Laughter). From £6,000 and up-
wards—poor fellows! Just fancy incomes of
£6,000 and upwards! Still they are getting
the sympathy of the Opposition. We find
the position with regard to them to be—

“ ~o. ‘ Taxable |
I
{

ax Paid.

‘ Income. |
: c | e
From £6,000 and up- | 113 | 1,344,417 : 227,582
wards i | H
Total . 1,132 3,881,665 20,621

Now let us take companies—

i

N Taxable | s
—_— No. “ Tncome. | Tax Paid.
T T
From £1,500t0£3,000, 130 | 286,803 33,180

From£3,001t0 £6,000 . 105 |

From £6,000 and up-: 180

wards —
Total

5,037,006 | 732,389
819,657

—

|
I
428,385 ; 54,088
52,284 |

Those 1,132 persons and 415 companies have
a combined income of £8,633.949, in other
words, they take ncarly one-sixth of the
wealth production of the country. Let me
rcad that again, so that it will get at the
back of the minds of the Opposition—those
companies and people took nearly one-sixth
of all the wealth produced in Queensland.
Well might Archbishop Duhig, as reported in
the “ Daily Standard” to-day, cry out about
the social conditions of the world. That is
one of the causes of the bad social condi-
tions of the world—a state of society which
allows 1,132 persons and 415 companies to
take nearly one-sixth of all the wealth pro-
duced.

Then we are told that by increasing taxa-
tion upon these wealthy people we are going
to retard development. Where are we going
to get the money to carry on the government
of the country if we arc not going to take it
from the peonle who are taking so much of
the wealth which is produced by the masses
of the people? How are we going to carry

Mr. Collins.]
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on the Department of Public Instruction—
which is not a revenue-producing department
~-with its ever increasing demands? How
arc we going to carry on the Home Secre-
tary’s Department—which is an increasingly
spending department and not a revenue-pro-
ducing department—if we are not going to
take it from those people who are taking so
much of the wealth of the State? The fact
that wyou take it from these very wealthy
people and distribute it amongst the masses
does not retard production. I do not mean
that we should distribute it unless they earn
it. because they carn the whole of it. What
T mean is that you do not lessen production
when you increase the standard of living of
the masses of the people. In other words,
such an increase leads to an increase in pro-
duction. That is the reply to the false
economics of the hon. member for Toowong
and others who call themselves smart busi-
ness men, but who, in my opinion, do not
understand the ABC of business. The more
you increase the standard of the masses the
more vou increase their earning capacity,
which also means their spending capacity. It
means general prosperity all round. Al
you have to do is to look round at the people
since the advent of this Government to
power. I remember coming to Brisbane as
member for Burke in 1909, and noticing the
shal:by appearance of the people of Brisbane
in their dress. I remember men and women
working at very low rates of pay when I
came te Brisbane under the good old Tory
Government. Compare that position with
the position to-day! My proposition is
sound—that the more you increase the earn-
ing capacity the more you increase produc-
tion; because the working class—who are
the nation—will have better homes and more
comforts. Go into the towns of Queensland
where buildings are going up, and you will
find that & better class of home 1s being
built than was erected ten years ago. Ga
into the homes of the masses, and you will
find more comforts than you used to see.
Look at the people walking up and down your
strects and attending your Exhibition. Mix
amongst the crowd. Do you not find them
better dressed and better in appearance
better in cevery wayv than they were in those
good old starvation days of a Tory Govern-
ment?

It is true that we have done something.
bui we cannot stand still. We have to forge

ahead. But there is no need to be di§~
heartened. All time is in front of us. We
have only to get on with our reforms. The

hon, member for Albert may remember the
publication of the “ Centennial Magazine”—
an Australian production, published in 1889.
Yu it appeared a remarkable article, of which
1 =unggest that the hon. member for Enoggera
might make a special study with a view to
geiting secme sound economics at the back of
hig head. It says—

[3 p.m.]

“The first step, then, in any practical
reform is to establish a real and living
belief in, and acceptance of, the truth that
the products of a man’s labour, after
defraying the cost of his maintenance
during his labour, belong to himself. If
onlv this step were gained, if we all
really believed this truth, as we are
getting to believe the laws of health, and
as we all profess to believe in humanity
and liberty, it would, I am convinced, have
almost as much effect as was produced

[Mr. Collins.
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by the legislative abolition of slavery in
the British Dominions. But a more
important step is to reduce the rule into
practice. Many schemes have, from time
to time, been suggested in the nature of
co-operation, having for their objecs the
advancement of the condition of the
labouring population. But, as they have
generally not been founded on any definite
and clearly apprchended law of natural
justice, they have not brought about anw
practical result. 1 propose now. with
some diffidence, to submit a mode by
which the rule of right may be reduced
into practice.”
Further on the writer says—

“1 admit, of course, that there are
practical difficulties in putting this rule
into operation. But this is not surprising,
seeing that an extremely complex system
of production has grown up for ages with-
out any regard being paid to it. And I
fear it may take a long time to work out
.the best practical application. But the
sooner statesmen and political economists
set themselves to the task, the sooner it is
likely to be accomplished. And I am
firmly convinced that in the adoption of
this rule lies the only hope of averting
a terrible social upheaval and revolution.”

That was written by no revolutionary. That
was written in the year 1889 by the late Sir
Samuel Walker Griffith. Later on, we find
that gentleman, after occupying the position
of Chief Justice in the Commonwealth

‘Mr. MaxwerL: The hon. gentleman calls
him a Tory now.

Mr. COLLINS: An idea is an idea. no
matter where it emanates from. If it is a
good one, seize on to it: if it is a bad one,
leave it alone. The hon. member for Toowong
is surely not going to disown a man whom
in vears gone by he used to praise. Th- late
Sir Samuel Walker Griffith, after he retired
from the position of Chief Justice, wrote a
very remarkable article which appeared in
the *“ Daily Mail” of Ist November, 1918,
and has some connection with the article
which he wrote in 1889, and which I have just
quoted, The latter article was written before
some hon., members were born.

Mr. BranD: I thought the hon. gentleman
did not take any notice of the * Daily Mail.”
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. COLLINS: I said that I did not take
any notice of its leading articles, and so
forth.

Mr. BraND: The hon. gentleman did not.

The CHATRMAN : I ask the hon. member
for Burrum to be careful to obey my call to
order in future.

Mr. COLLINS: This is not the paper’s
idea. This is an idea expressed by a man
who gave a good deal of thought to social
problem:—a great deal more thought than
the hon. member for Burrum ever gave to it
This is a quotation from the article—

“ THE S0CIAL PROBLEM.
“* A FUNDAMENTAL ERROR.

“The solution.

“ The first step to be taken in any
scheme for ameloriating social conditions
must be to inquire what is the basis on
which the actions of the community are
founded, and how far that basis tends to
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what is desired. If it is radically and
fundamentally wrong, there is no alterna-
tive but to abandon it, and choose and
follow a right one.

¢ There is no room for doubt that, not-
w’lthstandmg some palllat1u~ our syst:rn
is founded on the basis of * Master Rule.
If the foundation be unsound, we cannot
be surprised if the structure raised upon
it, whatever support it may have from
antiquity, is unsound also.

“1 am of opinion that the basis of
mastery is absolutely wrong.

““ This, then, is the task before us—to
abandon the false basis of mastery and
substitute that of fraternity. It is «loubt-
less an arduous task to uproot the funda-
mental rules of mutual relation—so funda-
mental as to be always instinctive—and
replace them by others radically different.
Yet the difficulty must be faced.

¢ The question of mastery is essentially
different from that of obedisnce to law or
to lawful orders. The children of one
family may be equal in one sense—that of
having equal initial rights. but their
-capacities are various. So in a community.

“ It must be assumed that in c¢vory com-
mumty there m a certain amount of con-
tinuity, that in it established rules are
followed, and certain rules of action are
tacitly agreed to and treated as if they
were part of the order of mature. This
is indeed established by history and ex-
perience, although it is nowadays some-
times denied.

“In one sense this assumption may be
:said  to be inconsistent with social
equality, for the man who is required
to obey is in one sense inferior to the
man whom he obeys; but unless we
accept the law of the jungle this is an
essential condition of the fact of associa-
tion. A bee or ant, born into the domain
of bees or ants, would find rules existing.
It would not occur to any one to dispute
the absolute necessity of such rules or
their consistency with perfect equality.
“There 1is indeed mno alternative but
anarchy or jungle law.

FryxpavesTan DOCTRINES.

“ Some thirty vears ago if occurred
to me to try to express i the form of
legislation certain  propositions which
appeared to me to be almost self-evident,
and which would. if adopted, afford rules
for suidance in the conduct of the
industrial affairs of the State. My idea
was that 1f these doctrines were so
assimilated by the people that they
acknowledged their truth and uncon-
seiously believed them, they would form
an unconscious basis of legislation, just
as rules of right and wrong, rules of
honour, rules of family relationship, are
unconsciously accepted as part of the
order of nature by many. though unfor-
tunately not all, of the existing so-called
civilised community. But 1 anticipated
too much from the effect of the mere
formulation of the rules; morcover, I
had no opportunity in political life of
giving effect to them, or even publicly
advocating them.

“ Yet it is manifest that some doctrines
must be fundamental, and must be the
“foundation of any theory of government.
“These doctrines, however, touched only

[27 Avcust.]
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a small fringe of the subject. I shall
endeavour now to supplement them by
other doctrines equally self-apparent
and equally necessary for acceptance.
To procure such acceptance is a work
bevond my individual power; I can only
offer a contribution.

* Among such propositions which I
put on the samo basis, are the following,
of which those relating to the manage-
ment and control of property follow as a
necessary corollary upon the nature of
the qssocmtxon of persons in the civilised

community.’
Then follew practically twenty-two com-
mandments.

Myr. Fry: Put them all in.

Mr. COLLINS: If they could be put into
“ Hansard” they would form illuminating
reading. No. 14 commandment reads—

“ The net products of labour belong
to the persons who are concerned in the
production. If onc person only is con-
cerned in the production, the whole net
products belong to him. If more persons
than one are concerned in the produec-
tion, the net profits belong to them, and
are divisible amongst them, in propor-
tion to the value of their lespectlve con-
tributions to the production.”

No one can cavil at that, but unfortunately
this gentleman did not live long enough to
give us other articles. This 1s the last
sentence—

“ This is a mere outline. I have not
touched on theological, or legislative, or
international  aspects. The analogy
between these propositions and the doc-
trines of some of the oldest religions
supposed to vest on different bases is
apparent. e.g., ‘ Love thy neighbour as
thyself.” ¢ Ye must be born '1<ra1n’ »

OprosirioN MevsErs: Hear, hear!

Mr. Hartiey : You know he was not Karl
Marx.

Mr. COLLINS: There is no doubt about
it, that the hon. members opposite will have
to be born again.

Mr. Braxn:
Your own eye.

Mr. COLLINS: I am quoting the opinions
of a man who was Premicr of this State.
afterwards Chief Justice, and then Chief
Justice of the High Court of Australia,
After vears of thonght he came to the con-
clusion that, if we were to have a better
state of society, we would have to get down
to fundnmon‘rals such as he outlined in that

First pick the mote out of

article. That is “hat we will have to do.
Mr. Fry: Hear. hear! We agree with
vou. Unfortunately \\‘ do not take a mar-

row view, but a broad view of the situation.

Mr. COLLINS: We have not, as hon.
members opposite ‘have suggested, reached a
dead-end. There will never be a dead-end
so far as society is concerned. Society will
keep on progressing from point to point.

Mr. Fry: Your party is stagnating.

Mr. COLLINS: It is ridiculous to think
that we have reached a dead-end in such
a State as Quecnsland, which is quite capable
of carrying a great deal more of the cost of
government than is the case at present. This
can be done without injuring the State.
It is quite right that the wealth of the

My, Collins.]
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country thut is being produced should be
better distributed amongst the producers—
that 1s, the masses of the people.

I have in my hands the same quotation
that was usced by the hon. member for Burke.
When I read that article dealing with one
of the squatters of this State, it put me in
mind of iy reading of Roman history in
the time of Nervo. I know some of the places
where  these people live. They live in
mansions cqual to anvthing in the world.
Thetr wealth has been accumulated by the
masses of the people, and these people are
squandering that wealth. They are not put-
ting it into reproductive enterprises, as men-
tioned by the hon. member for Toowong.
The hon. member may be doing that with
his money, but these people ave squandering
the wealth that is being produced, and T do
not believe that they cannot bear more taxa-
tion. T beliecve we have not reached the
limit of taxation. There was no limit during
the war when the friends of hon. members
opposite were floating loans—mnot of a few
millions, but of hundreds of millions—for
destructive purposes.  Here in  Australia
hundreds of millions of pounds were spent
for destruetive purposes and we have nothing
to show for it. VYet the State Government

are accused of being an extravagant Govern-
ment !

We have Tasscts to show for our
but what have hon. members oppo-
ot to show—they belong to the capi-
party—for all their wars? We have
many men bhegging at the street corners
from time to time because of that expen-
diture.  {Opnosition interjections.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. COLLINY : We sce where their wealthy
classes, according to a debate that took
pla(’e in the Federal Parliament, arc try-
ing to dodge taxation. They prated about
their patriotism and kinduoess to the soldiers
when those soldiers returncd from the front,
and now they are trying to evade just taxa-
tion, to deprive the Federal Government of
money with which to pay their debt to the
ex-soldiers.

. Mr. King: How do you know that it was
Just taxation? It has not been decided vet.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order!

Mr. COLLINS: It has not been decided
as vet. but we have a good idea that the
wealthy classes of all ages have tried to evade
taxarion.

Mr. Kixa: You have a
(Opposition interjections.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order! T ask the hon.
member to address his remarks to the Chair.
and hon. members on my left to cease
interjecting,

Mr. COLLINS: Very well, Mr. Pollock.
I want to point out that the wealthy classes
have been trying to evade taxation through-
out t_he ages. The man who first devised
taxation through the Customs was a very
clever man—far cleverer than those existing
to-day. Governments, in my opinion, could
raise by indirect taxation 19s. 6d. in the
pound 1if they wished without much com-
plaint, but if they put on direct taxation of
ls. in the pound there is immediately an
outery against it.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. COLLINS: Our Government had

increaszed the direct taxation, and rightly so,
because the money had been taken from the

[Mr. Collins.
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wealthy classes to carry on the public ser-
vices of this Stste. In doing that we are
doing the right thing. Compare our Govern-
ment with the Federal Government., Wor
were told during this debate that the Federal
Government were rewmitting taxation. They
ought 1o be ashumed of themselves for remit-
ting taxation on the higher incomes, inas-
much as they ave responsible for the develop-

ment of this Cammonwealth,  What Aus-
tralia lacks to-day 1s big Australians. We
have  small-minded  men  controlling  the

destinies of the (‘fommonwealth—men who are:
doive nothing for the development of the
Northern Fervitory. nothing towards assist-
ma Queensland to develop the northern por-
tion of this State. and who are doing next
to nothing towards: assisting Western Aus-
tralia to develop the north-west portion of
thar great State. Instead of remitting taxa-
tion, the Cemmonweulth Government should
have done somcthing towsrds assisting the
Staics mentioned. and  should have <done
somathing towards developing the Northern
Tervitory by a svstem of vailways, by a
svstem of main reads, and by irrigation works
where they are required.

T hope I have made it guite clear that the
Tabour movement has got to move on. It
cannot afford to stand still,  In fact, 1t can-
not stand still, beenuse the driving force out-
side of Parliament will compel 1t to move on.
The peaple realise rhat they have not set
reachad the goal of their ambition. They
have a long way to go. I realise that, and
I realise that since S$ir Samuel Griffith wrote
that article in 1888 we have made wonderful
strides; hut I realise that the great mass of
ithe people still have to get a greater share
¢f the wealth produced than they are getting
at the present time.

During this discussion we have been told
that what we want in this State is more
seecondary indusiries: and one argument used
by the hon. member for Windsor was that
onie of the reasons why capitalists did not
come and eostablish sccondary industries in
Queenslend  was  hecause of the excessive
raxation. Does anzone rveally believe that?
Dees anvone believe that who knows the
history of this Commonwealth, who knows
that Victoria. in the ninetics—before federa-
tion—was building up her industries under a
protective tariff. We all know that, and we
wlso know that one of the reasors why
spcondary industries have been established
in New South Wales and Victoria- is because
of the large populations of those States.
But when we did set out with the hest of
intentions in  the world fo  establish a
socondary industry in Queenzland—namely,
the iron and steel works—what kind of a
reeeption did it receive from the Opposition?
Then, why all this cant and hypoerisv about
the cstablishment of secondary industries?
When we set out to ostablish iron and sicek
werks in this State, did not members on the
other side—of whom the hon. member for
Toowong was the most guilty offender—send
a delegation to Tondon to stop us from get-
ting the £9.060.000 which would have enabled
us to build the iron and stecl works ab
Bowen? That would have been a large
secondary industry. Anyone who has studied
the bistory of Germany, of Great Britain,
and of the United States, must know that
those three great countries have been built
up by the development of their coal and iron
and steel industries, and hon. gentlemen
opposite have to take upon their shoulders
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the responsibility for having blocked us from
getting the £9,000,000 loan in London in 1920
which would have enabled us to establish the
iron and steel industry in this State.

I amn not one of those who believe that we
should depend solelr upon the Broken Hill
Compa.ny’s steelworks at Newcastle. I am
one of those who are looking forward to
that big development in our Statc which is
mentioned from time to time by the hon.
member for Toowong. The only way that
big development can take place is by the
establishment of this big secondary industry.
Of course important developments have
taken place since the proposal to establish
iron and steel works at Bowen, inasmuch as
our geologists have discovered 85 miles from
the Bowen coalfields, at a place called Mount
Coolum, a big iron ore deposit, so that in
the event of iron and steel works being
established there will be no need for us
to go right away to Cloncurry or to Yampi
Sound to get our iron ore. It is practically
at our back door. If we have not sufficient
there, we have sufficient out from Woodstock
on the Townsville-Charters Towers railway.
We have discovered abundance of iron ore at
out back door. I hope that the Government
will give consideration to this matter. No
law has been passed to stop private enterprise
from estubiishing iron and steel works if they
wish, but up to the present they have not
done anything in that direction. I claim
that, if ever we are to become great, that
is the first step, or else the history of the
thrce countries mentioned by me belies
itself.

Mention has been made about our State
enterprises. The hon. member for Toowong
seems to be the champion of private enter-
prise in regard to coal. According to the
figures supplied to me by the Railway
Department the other day, the saving on the
Northern railway system by the use of
Bowen coal since the railwayv reached the field,
has been no less than £76, 000. Does any ono
imagine for one moment that we can start
a State enterprise to-day and expect a divi-
dend, as it were, to-morrow? State enter-
prises take time hefore they become paving
propositions. I have known privately-owned
coalmines, and friends of mine have known
them, which did not pay dividends for
years. It took years to develop them. We
are already getting beneficial results from
the Bowen State coalmine in connection with
our railway system, At any rate, there 1s no

iced to be. disheartened in connection with
State enterprises. We want to keep straight
on and never mind about the criticism from
the Opposition. They stand for private
enterprise as opposed to Stafc Pntelprmo
They do not believe in State enterprises.
We have had the hon. member for Cunning-
ham saying this afternoon that he would get
rid of the State enterprises that were not
profitable, or something to that effect. I
suppose that one of the first cnterprises thew
would get rid of would be the railways. No
sane person would propose to hand over
our State railways to private enterprise.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I rise to a point
of order. Is the hon. member for Bowen
in order in misrepresenting what the hon.
rmmember for Cunningham said about public
utilities?

The CHAIRMAN :
order.

Mr. COLLINS:
quote the. hon.

1924—2 ¢

There is no point of

I have no wish to mis-
member for Cunningham or
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any other hon. member. I think hon. mem-
bers on this side can bear me out that what
I said is correct—that the hon. member for
Cunningham said that he would get rid of
State enterprises.

Mr. VowLEs: Not of public utilities.

Mr. COLLINS: It is getting down to a
very fine point when you begin to talk about
public utilities. What are public utilities?
The sanitary business is a public utility.
(Laughter.) It is one of the best public
utilities we have gof, but it is not a paying
proposition. No dividends come from that
source; and it is so with other public
utilities. It is getting to a fine point when
persons want to twist round what is a public
utility and what is not. In conclusion, I
want to emphasise once more that this
Labour movement has reached no dead end.

An Opposrtion Memser: One of your
members admitted it.

Mr. COLLINS: I do not admit it, and I
will not admit it. (Opposition interjection.)

The CHAIRMAN : I must ask hon. mem-
bers on my left to ccase interjecting.

Mr. COLLINS: The Labour movement is
going straight on with its programme, and
I want to say right here to the people out-
side that there is no nced to be disheartened.
When men belonging to the same generation
as I started out, they little thought that they
would live to achieve what we have achieved.
In my youth we had in operation the prin-
ciple of one man many votes; to-day we have
the principle established of one adult one
vote. Whan we advocated old-age and
invalid pensions we were looked upon as
dreamers and visionaries; but we lived to
sce them realised. Just so, if the men of this
generation put their shoulders to the wheel,
they will live to see many of the reforms
outlined by me this aftecrnoon in actual
operation. But I want to say to them that
they are not going to reach them unless they
are willing to suffer. No reform has ever
been accomplished without some sacrifice for
others; and, if they wish to reach the
goal, ther must put their shoulders to the

wheel, not become disheartened, but keep
straight on, and realise that the future is
theirs.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcos): If any onc were
looking for the two best indications of the
condition of the State, one would think that
the delivery of the Treasurer’s Statement
every session is one and that the other is
the Exhibition which takes place in Brisbane
every year. Ion. members have been say-
ing during the whole course of this debate
that the State has been plunged into a cata-
clysm of pessimism, that there is no redemp-
tion, that we have reached the end of all
thmrrb, that the State has nothing to hope
for in the years that are yet to come. One
side of the picture is the pessimistic scene
which has been painted by members of the
Opposition, and the other side is the Hxhibi-
tion that we had here quite recently.
Whilst hon. members in this Chamber were
talking about the inability of the State to
conduct its own affairs and its failure to
prosper, we find leading articles in the news-
papers issued during the Show period point-
ing cut that we had a wonderful Show,
and that, in fact, all records were shattered.
If a Show or any such function is successful,
it does to a very great extent reflect the con-
dition of the State; and more especially and
more vitally is that so when we come to deal

. My, Bulcock.]
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with an Exhibition which comprises exhibits
from all parts of the State and represents
all the industries of the State. There was
nothing pessimistic about that Show, which
is the shop window, the very eres, of the
State. Whilst leader-writers of the ‘ Daily
Mail ” and other newspapers were setting
forth the lamentable condition of the State
they were doing the Dr. Jekyll-Mr. Hyde
stunt in talking at the same time about the
wonderful resources of Queensland and the
unbounded prosperity that she is enjoying—
the one a definite, honest statement, and the
other a specious statement of affairs for
political purposes. I think that the leader
of the Opposition remarked that the Finan-
cial Statement was a very depressing docu-
ment, but this Chamber has worn a more
depressed atmosphere whilst hon. members
opposite have been speaking than the docu-
ment itself exercised on hon. members or
ever warranted. There is no doubt that we
have to consider things in relalion to other
things, and the objection 1 have to the
specious form of argument of the Opposition
is their total refusal or inability to realise
that one fact cannot be isolated from the
surrounding facts and displayed in this
Committee and be passed as current coin
of the realm. It is quite unfair to take one
isolated instance out of its setting and say
that it represents a certain set of industrial,
or social, or financial conditions or con-
siderations. That is the form of argument
that the Opposition have adopted during the
dcbate on the Address in Reply and during
the debate on the Financial Statement. They

used the good old tactics of the
[3.30 p.m.] emu, which buries his head in

the sand so as to be unable to see
his pursuers. Hon. members opposite can
only see one fact in relation to the surround-
ing facts, and that isolated fact conveys
something to them that would not be con-
veyed through them to the country if they
were courageous enough or truthful enough
to bring the whole of the circumstances for-
ward. That leads me up to this point:
During this debate the Government have
been subjected to criticism concerning the
financial condition of Queensland. Briefly,
it has been said that our taxation is exces-
sive, that our industries are declining, that
our population is unemployed. and our
workers are restless. Those are the four
charges that the Oppositon have levelled
against the Government. If they were spealk-
ing in the Parliament of any other State
in the Commonwealth, or possibly in any
other Parliament in the British Empire, the
argument that they used here would have
equal application in those other countries.

Mr. Moozre: It would not.

Mr. BULCOCK : Since the hon. gentleman
is disposed to raise the question, I will take
the charges seriatim. First let me take the
expenditurs per head of the population in
New South Wales and Quesnsland. The
leader of the Opposition in season and out of
scason has consistently stated that the expendi-
ture per head in Quecnsland is inordinately
high, and that the other States—presumably
the Southern States—have managed to balance
their ledgers more equitably than we have.

Mr. Moore: So they have.

Mr. BULCOCK : The hon. gentleman sticks
to his guns. In the last bulletin issued by the
Commonwealth Statistician, I find that for the
twelve months prior to 30th June last the
expenditure per head of the population in

[Mr. Bulcock.
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New South Wales was in the vicinity of £20,
whilst in Queensland it was in the vicinity
of £16, and the expenditure per head of the
population in Queensland is just a little over
the average of all the States of the Common-
wealth. The Tory-governed State of New
South Wales is as high as £20 per head, and
there are other States considerably in excess
of Queensland, but we do not hear their
Governments or institutions being held up tc
ridicule.

My, Moore: What brings down the average
if they are above it?

Mr. BULCOCK: Obviously, some are
below. The leader of the Opposition and his
colleagues would lead anybody not knowing
the circumstances to believe that we were
infinitely higher than any other State. and
perhaps higher than all the States combined.
There is the pessimism shown by hon. mem-
bers opposite on this guestion. It has been
said by hon. members on the other side—I
think the leader of the Opposition had this to
say—that the high taxation—I admit that high
taxation is the natural corollary of the condi-
tions obtaining at the present time—has led
to unemployment. That is an axiom that has
heen trotted out by hon. members opposite,
and was trotted out by Tory Oppositions
many yvears ago, and has been a Conservative
statement so long as the science of Conserva-
tive economics has been known. What are
the facts of the case? Let me take a concrete
example. To-day England is the highest-taxed
country in the world. She has not remiited
taxation to any extont for two vyears. In
1922, when she reached the very bottom of her
industrial depression, there was such a vast
volume of unemployment in England that it
exercised the minds of all classes of the com-
munity. It became more than a menace, it
became a scourge in the industrial life of
England. Although taxation has not been
remitted in England between 1922 and 1924,
there has been a definite absorption of labour
owing to the fact that the industrial and
financial institutions have to some extent
managed to balance the ledger, not by the
remission of taxation, but by other social
economic forces that hon. members opposite
refuse to recognise.

Mr. Moore: What about the £200,000,00C
remitted in income tax?

Mr. BULCOCK : I de not admit that, but
assuming that £200,000,000 were remitted,
how does the hon. member account for the
fact that in 1923 prior to that remission
there was a big decrease in the volume of
unemployment ?

I want to put the position as I see it
to-day. When we meet here each year we
find that the problems confronting the State
are more grave, and appear to be more
complex than thev appeared to be in the
previous year. We find that they are not
definitely associated with our own progress,
but that they are a social phase associated
with the progress of the world. Human
nature is becoming more and more complex,
and the conditions arising therefrom are
also becoming more complex. Consequently
the Government are faced with a grave and
acute position—a position arising out of
economic sources over which the Government
have little or no control. Hon. members
opposite have referred to a reversion to the
1914 standard. It is impossible to revert to
the 1914 standard because society is just the
same as any other corporate body, It is an



Ways and Means.

organic body which is continually evolving,
decaying within itself, and  rehabilitating
itself out of its own decay. Consequently
we cannot go back to the standard of 1914,
although hon. members cpposite have said,
“ Give us the 1914 conditions and everything
will be 0.K., and everything in the garden
will be lovely.” We have heard a good deal
of discussion about the economic phases of
our life in Queensland, and hon. members
opposite have been disposed to suggest that
a crisis has arisen on this side of the Cham-
ber. It is quite obvious that we do not
always see eye to eye with each other on
particular questions, and this is a fact. I
honestly believe that, if certain institutions
—the big employers of labour and the big
financial institutions—were prepared to take
the workers more into their confidence,
nothing but good could come from it. For
instance, we have no definite statistics in
Queensland or Australia to-day to show what
is the national income or the national divi-
dend. If we knew what was the national
dividend, how much each industry was earn-
ing, and how the dividends were distributed;
then it would be quite an easy matter to arrive
at some adequate adjustment of our affairs.
If we knew in detall how the finances of
the . various institutions and organisations
were used, wc would overcome a good deal
of the unrest in evidence at the present time.
It has been asserted by the Opposition that
the workers should trust these institutions.
The workers cannot trust them, and they
never will be prepared to trust them unless
they can be coerced into putting all their
cards on the table so as to disclose their
earnings, to show where that money goes
to, and how it is absorbed in the progress
of industry. Such a return would show the
amount of watered capital there is in the
shipping and other big companies. Further,
it would involve a consideration of wages
from an entirely new angle and in an
entirely mew light. I venture to say that
the light we would gain from that know-
ledge would disclose to the arbitration
tribunals that they have before them an
unexploited field. "At the present time the
financial magnates are clever enough,
through their accountants and trained prac-
titioners, to cover up the details that are
necessary in arriving at what is a fair and
adequate wage for the workers of the State.

Mr. G. P. Barxes: You say you don’t know
this, yet you are assuming you do know it.

Mr. BULCOCK: I say we do not know
this and that the country does not know.
If the country knew i, it could judge for
itself; but, so long as it is the policy of
hon. members opposite to clothe these things
in obscurity, so long the workers and people
outside have a just right and cause to look
with suspicion at any proposal brought for-
ward by them. That brings me to a con-
sideration of another question that has been
raised frequently during the progress of
this and previous debates in this Chamber
the question of unemployment. I regard
this question as being in need of very grave
consideration. I believe that in the future
unemployment will be the problem in
politics. I believe that such current ques-
tions as free trade and protection, socialism
and capitalism, will all centre around the
question of unemployment. It is a question
not confined to this or to any other State,
and it cannot be eliminated until such time
as we are prepared to prosecute the line of
argument that I have indicated in relation
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to the distribution of profits and dividends
and a final allocation of the earnings of
industries.

I think that everybody realises to-day that
the State haz a debt to the unemployed
citizen in our midst. A few years ago that
was pot realised. The Labour party have
held it in the foreground of their platform
that the State is under a distinct obligation
to the unemployed. It is all very well for
hon. members opposite to come here and shed
specious tears over the fate of the unem-
ployed. They do not offer any remedy. If
we talk about increasing taxation to assist
the unemployed, we are told that we are
ruining the State. If we talk about borrow-
ing money to absorb the unemployed, they
tell us that our indebtedness is already too
great, and that we should not borrow any
more money. The only way that the unem-
ployed can be put into employment, so far as
the State is coneerned, is by payving them out
of revenue or loan funds, and, according to
the Opposition, those channels of expendi-
ture are closed. Under those circumstances
there is no opportunity for the unemploved
to obtain work. We all admit that the
Unemployed Workers Insurance 'Act was
2 valuable contribution to the question of
unemployment, but it did not solve the prob-
lem. Nobody expected that it would. It
offered a palliative that was"a little better
than previous palliatives. It was a step in
the right direction, and we must necessarily
talke another step. I believe that we cannot
take a third step in this direction of dealing
with the question of unemployment until we
discover the profits that are being made by
the various institutions of our State, and so
formulaic a new basis of adjustment as
between employer and employee.

Mr. CosteELLo: Yes—the poor employer !

Mr. BULCOCK: TUnemployment is a
ghastly spectacle, and I believe the fear of
unemployment is almost as bad. It has
always been an axiom of hon. members oppo-
site and their protctypes, when ther held the
Treasury benches, to have a reserve army of
unemployed.

Mr, Moregax: That is not true.
tion interjections.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr, BULCOCK : That has always been the
policy of hon. members opposite.
Mr. MoraaN: You know that is not true.

Mr. BULCOCK : I know that there have
always been big periods of unemployment,
and that unemployment has been most dis-
tressful in those States where the Liberals or
anti-Labour perties have been in power.
There are 12,000 unemployed in New South
Wales—12,000 in *“ Fuller’s Barth > unable to
find work.

Some time ago there was some discussion
about the establishment of abattoirs in Bris-
bane, and a certain proposition was put
before the Premier by the Meat Council.
The matter was discussed by the Meat
Council, and they asked that some facilities
be provided for the establishment of abattoirs
in Brisbane. and, I take it, in various other
centres of the State. I would like to address
a few remarks to this question. because it
seems to me to be a very vital one. and one
that should be ventilated. I believe that
the present system of the killing of meat for
human consumption in Brishane is totally
inadequate and wasteful. I know that,

Mr. Bulcock.}

(Opposi-
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owing to the distribution of the slaughter-
houses in various centres over wide areas,
two very fatal things occur. The first 1s an
inadequate supervision of the meat before
it goes into human consumption, because it
is impossible for the meat inspectors to go
about from place to place as rapidly as might
be desired. That could be overcome by the
establishment of central abattoirs. The
sccond point is—and though it is not of
equal importance it is an important point—
that at the present time there is a very
grave waste owing to the fact that the by-
products are not properly utilised, and in
many cases not utilised at all, owing to the
fact that small slaughter-yards exist where
it is impossible to put up the waste and the
offal in a remunerative form, There could
be a considerable reduction in the cost of
meat inspection, and, so far as the health
of the community is concerned, a far keener
and better and more adequate supervision
by the establishment of central abattoirs in
Brisbane. But there is some danger in the
proposition that has been put forward. As
I understand the proposition, it is proposed
that the cattlemen form a pool. Incidentally
on this question of pools I understand that
it is to be a compulsory pool or compulsory
co-operation, if such a thing is possible.

Mr. Morean: It is not a pool at all; it
is compulsory. co-opcration.

At 3.48 p.m,,

My, DUNSTAN (Gympie), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. BULCOCK: It seems to me that
compulsory co-operation is rather a contra-
diction in terms; nevertheless, I let that
go. It is obvious that the hon. member
for Murilla is not in the same camp as the
hon. member for Albert, who fulminated in
this House for about half an hour on com-
pulsory co-operation, or whatever hon, mem-
bers opposite call it, and the fact that we
have conscripted the funds of certain of the
primary producers. Iowever, it is pro-
posed by the cattlemen to establish these
abattoirs., I think something better could
be offered than the proposition that has been
put forward br the pastoralists. It cannot
bo claimed that we have been antagonistic
to the welfare of the cattle industry. We
have remitted rents; we have reduced rents;
and we have passed legislation giving the
cattlemen an opportunity of forming a board
or trust for the purpos> of controlling the
whole of their output. )

Mr., MorcanN: On condition that similar
legislation was passed by the other States
of Australia.

Mr. BULCOCK : That is just the point I
am coming to. At least we passed the legis-
lation while the Government of New South
Wales and the various other Governments
refused to pass that legislation.

AMr. Morcean: They did not agree to it.

Mr. BULCOCK : Why did they say at the

initial conference that they would pass that
legislation?

Mr. Moreax: The Governments did not
agree to it at all.
Mr. BULCOCK: The delegates who

atiended that conference agreed to it, and
the Quecensland Government kept faith with
the cattlemen and desired to do the right
thing in that direction. I am merely point-
ing out that we did the right thing in

[Mr. Bulcock.
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accordance with the expressed desires of the
cattle people while the Governments of the
Southern States, who are supposed to be
sympathetic towards the cattle industry,
could do nothing.

Mr. MoreaN: Thev want our cheap pro-
ducts.

Mr. BULCOCX : We export about 87 per
cent. of the meat that is cxported from Aus-
tralia, and it is cbvious that we should have
some control and say in the whole question.
Quoting from the hon. member’s official
paper, I find that, {n an editoral last month
dealing with this big question, it is set
forth that—

“ The importers purchazed big consign.
ments of Australian meat at 3id. per lb.
delivered in London.”

That scems to me to be an alarming state
ment, but I take it that it is an official
statement made by the mecat companies of
Queensland. Further— .
“The retail price of this meat ranged
from 8d. to 1s. d. per 1b.”

Tt is obvious, therefore, that, while the cattle-
men could have done something for them-
selves along the lines suggested by a Mr.
Jones the other day—that the Queensland
and other meat interests should establish
retail shops in London and various other pro-
vincial towns for the distribution of Aus-
iralian beef—the whole trouble has been that

the cattle growers will not co-operate.
Voluntary co-operation has failed.

Mr. Moraax: They have not got the
money.

Mr. BULCOCK: Now we have this pro-
posed compulsory co-operation for the estab-
lishment of abattoirs. This is the attitude I
take up on the matter. I believe that we
should not allow a public utility, such as the
preparation and conversion of cattle to beef
from the station to the retailer, to be
handed over to private c¢nterprise. We all
know that. if the cattlemen sutceed in estab-
tishing their abattoirs, whether they geb
Qtate abattoirs or a State loan to comstruct
them, thev will run the abattoirs, not for the
benefit of the cattle industry but for the
benefit of the shzreholders, and the price of
beef in Queensland will go up out of all
recognition. The true proposition which

T believe should be followed is this:
Instead of Thanding over the killing
of our hecf to those who are interested

parties—to those who produce it—we should
ostablish  municipal  abattoirs, probably
extending over the Greater Brisbane area,
and by killing our own beef, subject to the
control of the City Council and the Commis-
sioner of Public Health, we would get better
results and cheaper meat than the people are
likely to get from the scheme which is being
put forward by the squatters, which is a
proposition of, ¢ Heads I win, tails you lose.”
They do not seem to he keen on putting their
own money into if, but theyv ask the State
to put the people’s monev into it, for the
rurpose of creating abattoirs <o that they can
further exploit the public and take wealth
from their pockets.

Mr. Moreax : That is wrong. You do not
knew what you are talking about. We are
vot asking for a penny of State money.

Mr. BULCOCK : It would appear that
hon. members opposite, while claiming to be
democratic, shudder about the heresy of
making any attack on banking institutions
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if we suggest that the system of currency 1s
all wrong. But there is always this to be
remembered—that the merest observer in the
smallest village in any part of the so-called
civilised world, if he has any powers of
chservation at all, must be bound to see and
admit that there is a vast and a pecunliar
change coming, whether anyone likes it or
not. You might say that currency and con-
servation are one and the same thing. They
shiver if we make any reference to amending
the banking laws, but possibly that is the
direction in which things are tending. We
can all sece the failure of the economic system
which has been applauded by hon, members
opposite, which has been upheld by pro-
fessors of economics. Doctrines which have
been taught in wuniversities, doctrines on
which our civilisation was alleged to rest,
all went to the wall and were shattered either
during the war or in the troublous period
embraced by the years succeeding the war.
Therefore, i5 is obvious that some big change
is coming, and the sooner it comes the better.
It will come, and hon. members opposite,
whether they oppose it or not, will finally
have to acquiesce in it, because it 1s one
phase of the organic evolution which we call
civilisation.

Before I conclude I would like to have a
word or two to say about the London agree-
ment. Representing a pastoral constituency
as 1 do, I was unfortunate in not having
an opportunity to speak on the Address in
Reply, but there are some remarks I would
like to make at this, the earliest, opportunity
I have had of indicating my views in this
direction. We had a period of distress and
unemployment when we were unable in 1920
to obtain loan funds. This remark was passed
by Mr. Lloyd George in the Houss of
Commons the other day to the Prime Minister
by way of interjection—

“ Does the Prime Minister realise that
soms of the big banks could upset the
whole fabric of government by refraining
from renewing treasury bills?”

That discloses the position as clearly as it can
be disclosed. That observation might have
been made in this Chamber, and we realise
from our own bitter experience that there is
more than a vestige of truth in it. We realise
that the banking institutions can upset the
State’s business by refusing to accept treasury
bills. It is evident that our loan has been
converted, and, as I see the position, the
Premier was confronted with three alterna-
tives, He had either to make a bad deal
in New York, a good deal in London—in view
of all the circumstances—or he could have
made no deal at all, and come back and
wrecked the fabric of government of the State.
It is no use quibbling about these questions.
I say that he did the only possible thing, and
whilst I am sorry that it was necessary to
make any compromise—and I believe that
some compromise was made—yet, if he had
not accepted it, he would have been wanting
in his duty to the Labour movement and to
the State.

Mr. MoRGAN: Why does the Premier not
admit that?

Mr. BULCOCK: I am not going to put
words into the Premier’s mouth. It is unfortu-
nate that in an ill-considered, ill-digested
article, and in a moment of passion, the
“ Courier 7 set out to refute the statements
that the Premier had made in Perth. The
“ Courier’s ” intervention was mischievous,
misleading, untrue, and founded on false
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premises. It set out that, if certain things
were so, and if certain things had happened,
certain concessions would be worth a certain
amount. Everything was supposititious.
There was not one definite, concrete, positive
assertion of fact in the case the * Courier”’
made out. Tt set itself up to be a Land
Court, and it took staticns not covered by the
London pact. Then it made itself a judge and
then a prophet by assuming that the seasons,
the market conditions, the dingoes, and the
flies would do this or that, or would fail to do
this or that. Nobody can arrive at any true
estimation of the value of the compromise,
concession, gesture, or whatever it may be
termed, at the present time. It is only after
a number of years have elapsed, when we are
able to turn round and view the situation and
see what the seasons have been, what the wool
market has done, and whether particular
things have happened, that we shall be able
to form some more or less correct opinion as
to the monetary value of the concession. I
do not think that any great financial con-
sideration was involved; but I am sorry that
it was necessary to make such a big political
question out of this issue. Nevertheless, I
believe that the Premier did the only possible
thing, and, as this is the first opportunity I
have had of discussing the gquestion, I want
to make my position as the representative
of a pastoral constituency abundantly clear
by saying that, had the Premier adopted
either of the other alternatives—had he gone
to New York or returned empty handed—the
State possibly could not have survived. I
believe that he did the best thing for the
welfare of the State, and is to be congratu-
lated on having taken a broad view of the
whole question.

[4 p.m.]

There is just one other question that I
want to raise before I conclude, and that
is a very vital one to Western members, and
one that is not associated with politics to
any extent, and that is in connection with
the ravages that are going on and causing
a steady diminution in the flocks and herds
of Queensland. So far as cattle are con-
cerned, I do not think there is any occasion
for alarm, because I know that the bulls are
being taken out of the herds and breeding
has not been allowed to go on unrestricted;
but the problem presented by sheep is alto-
gether a different problem. It is obvious
that the sheep man has been the backbone
of the State for the last two or three years;
but, were it not for the high values that are
being obtained for wool on the other side
of the world to-day, it is obvious that we
would be in a much more critical and
stringent financial position than we are in
at the present time. We are deriving
revenue from that source, and we must not
lose sight of the fact that the source from

which we are deriving that revenue is
d1m;n1s}}m.g. That is to say, there is a
diminution in our flocks which is rather

alarming to me. On st January, 1923, there
were 17,641,071 sheep in Queensland, whereas
on lst January, 1924, there were 16,225,908,
or a decrease of 1,415,162, That, associated
with the 5,000,000 decrease on our maximum
figure, presents a. very serious problem to the
people of the State, whether they live in the
West or in the cities. Our figures show
that we carried very nearly 23,000,000 sheep
in the State at one time. The pastures are
still good, and there must be some other
reason for the diminution in our flocks. The
reason is not far to seek. The first reason

Mr. Bulcock.)
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is the blowfly, and the second reason is the
dingo.
Mr. Morcax: What about droughts?

Mr. BULCOCK: Yes, I will be fair. In
1922 we had a drought, and I took 1923-24
as being the fairest representation because
that was not a drought year.

Mr. Morean: It takes a long time to get
over a drought.

Mr., BULCOCK: 1 am quite prepared to
admit that. I took the figures for the year
1923 because those sheep were the survivors
from the drought, and I took the figures for
1924 because ‘?hey dealt with a period not
affected by drought conditions, and I found
that there was a diminution of nearly
1,500,000 in our flocks. That is a very serious
condition, and it is brought about partly by
the droughts; but for the latter year, at
least, more particularly was it brought about
by the blowfly and the dingo. I want to
make some appeal for more research into
the ravages of the blowfly to see if some
way cannot be devised to combat that pest.
It 1s all very well to say that you can resort
to crutching and that sort of thing, but
still losses will occur through the fly. The
ravages of the blowfly and the dingo are
closely allied. A dingo rounds up a mob of
sheep on a plain and bites a few of them—
perhaps twenty or thirty as they run past
if he is @ bad dingo—then the flies blow the
exposed torn wounds and the sheep crawl
away into a corner of the scrub and perish.
That is why our flocks are going back in
Queensland, and that is too vital a question
to be treated in any jocular spirit. The
utmost endeavour should be made during the
present financial year to give the small
selector, who is unable to buy netting at the
present price, the advantages of the distri-
bution of netting by the Department of
Public Lands in the same way as they bene-
fited in the past. If the netting is to be
available, then it should be available as
soon as possible. *

Mr. Moreax: The Government are not
making any netting available.

Mr. BULCOCK: I am making a plea to
the Government to make the netting avail-
able.

Mr. Cosrero : The Commonwealth Govern-
ment are making netting available.

Mr. BULCOCK: Five miles! What is
the use of 5 miles of netting in the West
where the sheep are? That 1s a ridiculous
proposition, and was a bare-brained thought
of ‘a Federal National politician.

There is another question which appeals
to me as being worthy of some consideration.
We are continually deploring the drift to
the cities. We are saying that it is very,
very sad that our lads will not remain in
the western area; but what encouragement
or opportunity do we give them to remain
in those areas to follow the pursuits in the
West, to marry, and rear their children in
decent civilised and equitable conditions?

Mr. Moreaw:
tunities at all.

Mr. BULCOCK: I will put my case in
my own way. The West does not offer any
vocational facilities for training because
there are very few mechanics, carpenters,
or other tradesmen there. The West is
abandoned to grazing pursuits. It becomes
obvious that the only training likely to

[Mr. Bulcock.
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induce a boy to remain in the West is train.
ing in relation to sheep work. We have
vocational classes in our schools, We teach
the children domestic science, carpentry,
metal working, etc., and the boys thereby
learn to make a soap box and a cabinet. It
is merely an adjunct to their education, and
has no practical utility or definite purpose.
It merely allows a boy to know what a
hammer, chisel, and other tools are. If we
could devise a system of training whereby
the boys in the West could learn something
about industrial pursuits which are going

-on about them, then we could give them an

3 : -
education of far greater value than what is
given in our schools to-day.

Mr. MoreaN: The best training for a
boy is to get a job on a station.

. Mr. BULCOCK : It is not the best train-
ing for a boy of fourteen years to go out
and work on a station.

Mr. Morean: Of course it is.

Mr. BULCOCK : The hon. member must
know how many boys of that age who go
out to work on a station fall by the wayside.

Mr. Morean: Very few do so—certainly
m;t as many as fall by the wayside in the
cities.

Mr. BULCOCK : If the hon. member had
a son of fourteen years of age, he would
not send him to work on a station.

Mr. MoraaN: Yes, I would; they have
worked on a station from the time they were
cight years old.

Mr. BULCOCK : Then the hon. member
has been sweating them. If it were possible
to introduce some system wunder which
lessons in which wool classing could be im-
parted to the boys in our Western schools,
a very valuable purpose would be served.
A scheme of this nature could easily be
devised. T believe that the Central Tech-
nical College here overburdens the State,
and that it pulls the legs of people, to put
it vulgarly, so far as wool is concerned.
There is not the extensive study necessary
in Queensland in regard to wool classing
that there is in other States where they have
English, and crossbred, and merino wools
to deal with, In the Central West the wool
only  ranges from “ sixty-fours” to
“seventies.” They do not comprise many
classes, consequently it would not be very
difficult to give a boy an insight into the
handling of that wool during the time he is
passing through the senior classes in the
State schools. Any other boys who desired
could also come along. There are men in
the West who are prepared to train the
boys in the same way as the other teachers
who come into the schools and give lectures.
The obstacle to such a scheme 1s that there
is a dearth of men with a thoroughly effi-
cient knowledge of wool. The big selectors
are able to bring wool classers from Brisbane
or the other States; these wool classers go
through their flocks and at shearing time
class the wool. That is why those wool-
It is obvious that
a selector does not top the market because
he cannot present his wool so attractively,
and the quality is not there. That is be-
cause the majority of selectors have not the
opportunity of acquiring the knowledge, and
cannot employ a wool classer because that
makes the proposition too expensive. If we
are prepared to train some of our boys in
this phase of wool eclassing, it would only
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if we suggest, period to give them this know-
all wrong. vool classers are only in the West
remembr short period. A mnumber of boys
smallad avail themselves of such an oppor-
eanity, and perhaps there would be a number
of future selectors among them. The know-
ledge they would gain would enhance the
value of their flocks, and by enhancing the
value of their wool thev would be enhancing
the value of the industry to Queensland. 1
noticed in the paper the other day that a
ueputatlon waited on the Assistant Home
Becretary and asked that some supervision
should be exercised over the milk supply of
the City of Brisbane. I do not quite recol-
lect whether they asked for a milk pool or
for supervision.
Hon. M. J. Kirwax: They asked for
supervision—in fact, medical examination.
Mr. BULCOCK : I noticed that the hon.
gentleman promised to give the matter
favourable consideration. We all know that
milk is the medium in which diseased germs

propagate with the greatest ease. It is
like blotting paper, and absorbs all germs
with which it comes into contact. = Fre-

quently cholera, tuberculosis, and typhoid
germs have been isolated from milk. While
we have done very well with our maternity
homes, baby clinics, and so forth, we have
another duty to perform so far as our little
babies are concerned, and that is the proper
and adequate supervision of our city milk
supply. I believe that the milk supply of
Brlabane is as good as that of any other
city, but I believe that the milk supply of
most cities is very unsatisfactory. I hope
the Assistant Minister will give the matter
consideration, because many valuable little
lives have been lost through drinking milk
impregnated with disease. There is another
phase of the question. If a dairyman with
twenty or thirty head of cows asks the Stock
Department to test his cows for tuberculosis a
veterinary surgeon is sent out, but if a man
who has an individual cow makes a similar
application, he cannot get a
surgeon. The reason is that the department
has laid it down that a veterinary surgeon
may test a herd only, and that it is not
economically sound for one to be detailed
to test any individual animal owing to the
length of time taken by the test. The man
who has one cow is entitled to as much
consideration as the man who has a dairy,
and I wish to make a plea on behalf of the
man with the individual cow. Propor-
tionately, there is just as much tuberculosis
amongst individual family cows as amongst
dairy cows, and the time has arrived when
a tubercular test should be taken of those
individual cows.

If most people knew the advantage to be
gained by having a tubercular test, I think
they would be only too happy to have their
cows tested. I suggest that a central depdt
should be established and that families
within a radius of two or three miles should
bring their cows in. A herd would then be
accumulated and the cows could be tested
under the same conditions as are dairy cows.
Then we would find some tuberculosis. At
present, as there is no available test for the
individual cow-—the householder with a_cow
is always in danger of tuberculosis. I hope
some consideration will be given to my sug-
gestion, as it would assist to safeguard ihe
infant life of our State. Not only are
infants subject to tuberculosis, but adults
are also subject to the disease through con-
suming milk from a tubercular cow.
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MORGAN (Murilla): I am very sorry
that the hon. member who has just resumed
his seat did not go more fullyv into the
scheme for the construction of abattoirs in
Brisbane. Had he done so, he would not have
made the mistake he did. In the frst
instance, I want to point out that the stock-
owners of this State have not at any time
asked the Government for financial assistance ;
but we did ask the Government to pass a Bill
for the purpose of making a compulsory levy
upon the stockowners of Queensland in order
to finance the establishment of abattoirs in
Brisbane and in two other important cenires
in (ntral and Northern Queensland. Not
only would the establishment of abattoirs
place the cattle industry on a sound and solid
foundation, but it would assist the Govern-
ment to get out of the biunder they made
when ther purchased State stations and
became thp Lngeﬁt cattle-owners in the State.
They are in a financial tangle now, and do not
know what to do to get out of the position
in which theyv find themselves; and if our
schemie were carried into effect, it would
enable the Government to dispose of the cattle
that they possess without making any very
oreat loss. The hon. member for Ipswich
dealt with this matter, but not being a practi-
cal man and not thoroughly understanding the
market value of cattle, he stated that if the
State cattle were sold at £3 12s. 2d. per head,
the State stations would show a profit to the
State. It is ridiculous to argue that at the
present time the cattle on any run could be
disposed of at £3 12s. 2d. per head. If any
cattle-owner wore to place his cattle in the
hands of auctioneers and commission agents
for disposal at the present time, it would be
almost impossible for them to obtain £2 10s.
per head all round. I state without fear of
contradiction that if the State cattle were
offered for sale to-morrow, they would not
realise more than £2 10s. per head all round,
so that the figure quoted by the hon. member
for Ipswich is at the very least £1 2s. per
head more than the present market value of
cattle. If anvthing, I am placing a high value
on ithe cattle when I say that it may be
possible to- dispose of th:im at £2 10s. per
head.

I wish now to deal with the matters men-
tioned in the Budget Speech delivered by the
Treasurer, but I wish first of all to congratu-
late the hon. member for Bowen on the
delivery of his first Budget Speech in this
House, and I also wish to congratulate him
on the very fine support he received from the
members of the corner party. (Laughter.)
They rallied round him, and he had a very
large audience, but as soon as he completed
his speech the House melted away.

I now wish to give my ideas as to why
Queensland at the present time is in such a
deporable financial position. That has been
admitted not only by members opposite who
are not holding responsible positions, but also
by the Treasurer and the Secretary for Public
Lands. They both admitted that at the pre-
sent time Queensland financially is in a deplor-
able position, and there is no doubt that
position has been brought about by the
administration of the Government.

There is no reason why one should arrive
at a different conclusion than that the con-
dition we find ourselves in has been brought
about by the blundering tactics and adminis-
tration of the present Government. They
have been warned repeatedly, not only by
members on this side, but by the people” who

Mr. Morgan.]



472 Ways and Means.

are in possession of information—men who
are the leaders of finance not only in Queens-
land but also throughout the rest of Aus-
tralia—that eventually we would reach the
state we have rcached at the present time.
Unfertunately they did not take the advice
which was tendered to them in all sincerity
by those who were in a position to know.
Now when the financial crisis has been
brought about we find that there is going to
be a great deal of suffering and distress in
the next twelve months. One hon. member
referred to the unemployment which exists,
but forgot {o mention the fact that one of
the reasons for unemployment is the system
of construction of public works which has
been in vogue under the present Government.
He did not mention how the Government
build railways and employ many thousands
of workers 1n different parts of the State
asually three months before a general elec-
tion. They bring mes from all parts of
Australia to carry out the work. Men in the
sther States know that the Government are
constructing public works in Queensland, and
the result 1s that they come here and are
engaged on that work. After the elections
are over the work in many instances stops
and the men are discharged, and they are
left stranded in consequence. Ther have
been given a job for a few weeks or months,
but the moment they have served the pur-
pose of the electoral representative in the
district the svork ceases and they are left
unemployed. As a result of that system we
have a greater number of unemployed in this
State than we otherwise would have. The
Government have no right to enter into the
construction of a large number of railways
at the one time. If the Government want to
build a railway 50 miles or 60 miles in
length, it would be better to put as many
men as possible on the work and construct
the line in six months, so that it could be
opened and be made revenue producing,
instead of taking a longer time and having
to employ a large number of men to superin-
tend the work. In my distriet in connection
with the construction of the Tara-Surat line,
eighteen months have gone by, but the plate-
laying has only been completed for 6 miles.
If 500 or 1,000 men had been plate-laying
on that railway, they could have completed
the whole of the line in six months, and it
could have been opened for traffic and be-
come revenue producing. There would then
have been a certain number of men per-
manently emploved in the working of the
railway. Some of the men who were brought
up to work on the railway, after having
served the purpose of voting at the election,
were shortly afterwards dismissed. The same
thing applies throughout the whole of
Queensland. The Government are respon-
sible for the large number of unemployed
who are seeking assistance from them. They
cannot deny that fact.

Another thing I want to point out is that
in times of prosperity, when work was plenti-
ful and the men engaged in the sugar and
other industries were busy, so that all our
workers could obtain work, the Government,
nevertheless, embarked upon works them-
selves In competition with private people.
Why did the Government not hold their
hand? Whilst we have certain years of pro-
gress, we have also certain years of stag-
nation, and it is during the former periods
that the Government should hold their hand
and keep in reserve funds for giving work.,
instead of entering into competition with

[Mr. Morgon.
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private individuals who are prepared during
a time of prosperity to spend money and
thus find work for the workers.

It has been stated many times in this Cham-
ber that in 1914 the taxation per head of
pepulation in Queensland was £1 8s. 2d.—the
lowest taxation in any State in the Common.
wealth—whilst to-day we are the highest taxed
people in Australia. I remember a question
being asked of a speaker from New South
Wales, who was addressing a political meet-
ing. When asked to give a reason why the
people of Queensland were taxed more highly
than those of any other State, he said that
it was because Queensland had such a vast
territory and only a small population. But
it was pointed out to him that in 1914.
although we had the same territory and a
limited population, the taxation was lower
than in any other State of Australia. He
could not say then why it should be so. I
just want to quote a few figures to show
what has really happened in regard to taxa-
tion since 1914-15. Tn that financial vear our
taxation per head was £1 8s, 2d.—the lowest
in the Clommonwealth. To-day it is £4 9s. 4d.
per head—the highest in the Commonwealth,
the {axation per head in the other States
heing—

£ s d
New South Wales ... 311 ¢
South Australia . 310 9
Western Auvstralia ... 217 5
Victoria L0211 3

[t is extraordinary that in Victoria, where
they have never had a Labour Government
in power until just recently—a Government
which will no doubt remain in existence for
a few weeks longer—taxation is lower than in
any other State in Australia. It is extra-
crdinary that Victoria contributed 1its quota
of taxation towards the war expenses just as
the rest of Australia, and that the same con-
ditions applied there as in the other States.
Nevertheless, it came through that period
without increasing the taxation on its people.
The present Trcasurer once said that high
taxation meant that the producer paid and
the worker suffered. If that be so, are this
Labour Government not making the producer
pay and the worker suffer? They are mak-
ing the people they were elected to represent
suffer, because they are increasing taxation.
I° the Government, by their high taxation,
or by any Act of Parliament or administra-
tion, compel one employer to close down,
what 1s the result?

At 4.30 p.m.,
The CHATRMAN resumed the chair.
Mr. MORGAN: It not only -affects one

employer, but it affects fifty employees. The
Government, by their methods, have so taxed
that business as to make it unprofitable, but
in doing so they are not only taking the
bread and butter away from the wife and
family of one employer, but they are taking
the bread and butter from the wives and
families of fifty employees. That is the
unfortunate part about the methods adopted
by the Government. In their endeavour and
in their jealousy they have tried to do
harm to what they call the capitalistic class;
they have done a certain amount of wrong
to that class; and they have done ome
hundred times more harm to the people
whom they misrepresent in this Chamber.
They are beginning to see the light now.
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Both the Treasurer and the Secretary for
Public Lands now recognise that under the
existing conditions they can only harm the
class they represent by pursuing their pre-
sent methods unless the capitalistic system
is removed altogether. Russia tried to do
away with the capitalistic system and suc-
ceeded to a certain extent, but to-day they
have to go to other countries to borrow
money. The Russian Government have got
to adopt the very system that the capitalistic
Governments adopted in this country, which
goes to prove that even in Russia they can-
not carry on without ihe assistance of the
capitalists. The unfortunate position is that
we cannot carry on without money. and be-
causc of the lack of finance Queensland is
in an unfortunate stagnating position and
the country is not progressing, We are in
that position because no encouragement has
been given to the man with capital {o come
to this State. If a man with capital wishes
to come into the State, he first inquires into
the amount of taxation. He looks for statis-
tics and he discovers that the taxation per
head of the population in Queensland is
£4 9s. 4d., or nearly double that of Victoria.
Is that any encouragement for him to bring
his money into this State for the purpose of
developing i6? No matter what industry
he might be engaged in, he finds that becauss
the taxation is so great he prefers to invest
his money in some of the other States. I
know of certain professional men to-day
who are making money in Queensland and
who are sending their profits down to Vie-
toria to be invested because the returns
from that money in those investments in
Victoria are taxed to a lesser degree than
would be the case in Queensland. Is that
not injurious to this State? These men are
only following & course that most human
beings would adopt, and that is to get as
much as possible from their money by way
of investment.

I wish now to deal with the high freight
charges upon our railways. This is a most
important matter affecting the future pro-
gress of Queensland. 1 want to compare the
railway freights charged in Queensland with
the freights that are charged in the different
States of Australia., It has been truthfully
said that the freights can be so high that
eventually the railways cease to be of benefit
to the users, and that is the very position
that the railways of Queensland have got
into, and thev have become a burden upon
the people of the State.

Mr. DuxstaN: You are mnot serious, are
vou ?
Mr. MORGAN: I am serious. The rail-

ways have become a burden upon the people
of the State; and in many parts of Queens-
land where they are not connected with the
railway and where a few years ago they
were desirous of having railway communi-
cation and met the Secretary for Railways
in deputation with that object in view, they
are now considering whether it would not
be better to have a good road to their town
and not have a railway at all, because, if
they had a good road constructed to the
nearest point of the railway, ther could
cart their produce and general requirements
along the road at a cheaper rate than they
could by rail.

T can, if necessary, prove to the Commis-
sioner, or to the Secretary for Railways, that
owing to the excessively high freights our
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railways to-day are losing a great deal of
revenue. All the cattle from the South and
South-western portions of Queensland that
are not within the tick area are travelling
by road to Bengalla and Mungindi to be
trucked there for the South. The railways
in Queensland are not being used because
of the exorbitant freight rates. At one time
if you went to a country station you could
sce ten or twelve motor cars being loaded
and passing through into the Western dis-
tricts, The railways are not used for this
purpose to-day wunless the car happens to
have been damaged or broken down. That
is because of the excessively high freights.
More motor cars are being sold to-day than
at any time in the previous history of
Queensland, and they are being taken to
their destination by road. In America the
principle of carrymg a large tonnage on
the railways at a low freight is adopted, but
the Commissioner and the Secretary for Rail-
ways here have adopted the principle,
because they have a monopoly, of charging
high freights and carrying only a minimum
tonnage. It would be much better for
Queensland and the people of the State were
freights to be considerably reduced instead
of being increased, and 1f economy were
practised to make the railways as near as
possible self-supporting. I wish to give the
following figures in order that the freights
of the various States may be compared with
those ruling in Queensland in what are
known as ‘“high class freights” for a dis-
tance of 100 miles:—

Per ton.

s, d.

Queensland ... 89 4
New South Wales ... 76 8
Victoria ... 63 3
South Australia LT3
Western Australia ... 77 1

it will be seen that Queensland has a higher
freight rate for this class over 100 miles
than any other State. The rates over 200

miles are—

Per ton.
s. d.
Queensland ... 220 6
New South Wales . 160 0
Victoria ... 163 0
South Australia 199 5
Western Australia 177 8

The rates for 500 miles are—
Per ton.
s. d.
Queensland . . 268 4
New South Wales 197 6
Victoria 238 3
South Australia 287 9
Western Australia 246 8

That shows that right throughout the States
the freights in Queensland over this distance
are higher than any other State in Australia.
We have what is generally termed the nar-
row gauge system in Queensland, and it is
the cheapest system constructed. There is
no reason why our railways should not be
worked more economically and cheaper than
any other railways in Awustralia. Let us
examine the freights in the various States

Mr. Morgan.]
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for what is known as low-class freights over
100 miles—

Per ton.

s. d.

Queensland . 10 2
New South Wales 69
Victoria 5 4
South Australia 8 0
Western Australia 4 1

The rates over a distance of 200 miles for
this class of freight are—

Per ton.
s, d.
Queensland .. 21 2
New South Wales ... 10 0
Victoria .. 10 6
South Australia ..o 1607
Western Australia ... 8 3

The rates for over a distance of 500 miles

ire—

Per ton.
s. d.
Queensland . ... 380 3
New South Wales .. 12 4
Vietoria .. 12 8
South Australia .21 1
Western Australia .., 12 §

It will be noticed that most of the States are
between 12s. and 13s. for the 500-mile rate,
while Queensland is over £1 10s. Yet our
railways are supposed to be run for the bene-
fit of the people.

Let me read a telegram from the
Telegraph »’ of last night—

‘“ During the term of the present State
Government railway fares and freights
have been reduced to the extent of
£1,400,000. At the close of the present
financial year this amount will be
increased by another £900,000, making a
grand total of £2,300,000. ”

That deals with the railways of New South
Wales, In Queensland we are adding
another burden to the unfortunate people in
the country districts who are using our rail-
ways. The following table will show the
increase in the rates during the time Labour
has been in power on the carriage of agri-
cultural produce:—

|

“ Daily

[ 1Avcrage

‘ i Freight

Year, Tonnage, Revenue. | Rate,

| per

| ton.

Tons. 1 £ ‘ s. d.

1914-15 876,621 264,036 | 6 0
1922-23 L1orsn [ 545103 | 9 2

That shows an increase of 3s. 2d. per ton in
the rate of carriage, which is equal to 52.8

per cent. That burden has had to be carried
by the producers of Queensland. Those
figures do not incorporate the recent

increases. The recent increase of 7 per cent.
would make the burden’ considerably heavier.
T have another list, showing tonnage of
livestock carried on Queensland railways—

I

Average

Freight

Year. Tonnage. Revenue. Rate,

1 per

] { ton.

Tons. I £ s. d.

1914-15 4,970,873 [ 2,616,380 | 10 1
1921-22 3,732,413 l 3,105,485 [16 8

. Morgan.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ways and Means.

That represents an average increase per ton
of 6s. 7d., or over 60 per cent. That does not
include the late increase. The Treasurer
knows as well as I do that that increase has
te be borne pretty nearly entirely by the
people in the country who use our railways.
The following table shows the concession
that are made to the people who live in the

city as against those who live in the
country : —
FREIGHTS CHARGED BY RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
— ’ 200 500 800
‘ Miles. Miles. Miles.
I s d | sd | sa
Agricultural Produce.
To ports .. o017 5 30 SJ 43 7
Up country | 26 0! 1t 0l 67 2
Tlowr.
To ports (trucik load) .. | 17 3 20 31 43 7
To Bris*ann 12 00 15 61 ..
Up country (ton lots) | l 3911 75 1 9911
Rutter.
To ports . L34 () 61 3 89 6
Up country .. *l 76 1 ‘ 139 4 | 165 7
It will be noted that it costs 12s. per ton to

bring foodstuffs 200 miles to Brisbane as
against 39s. 11d. per ton—over three times
as much—to take foodstuffs to country «dis-
teicts 200 miles distant. Also that it costs
15s. 6d. per ton to bring flour to Brisbane
from a distance of 500 miles, and to take 1t
the same distance to the worker in the
country, who is carrying the whole burden of
this State on his shoulders, it costs 78s. 1d.
That is how the people in the country are
taxed, and that is why the people are leaving
the country and coming to the city. They
have a right to get their foodstuffs at tho
same rate as is charged to the people of
Brisbane. The Arbitration Court gives a
Western allowance to a number of men who
work in the West, which enables them to get
the necessities of life at the same puce as men
working in a similar occupation in Brisbane.
That is just, and every worker in the country
should get a similar concession. Why should
it only apply to one section of the community ?
The Treasurer and the Secretary for Public
LLands already have stated that the public
servants are a privileged class, and while that
may be right, I say that the people in the
West who are not employed by the Govern-
ment should get a similar concession. I am
not one of those who think that the railways
should be made fo pay by charging excessive
rates. The cost of working the railways has
now become so great that, if you put a suffi-
cient freight on the goods carried by the
railways to make them self-supporting, you
would drive every man, woman, and child
out of the country districts into the cities,
and you would only have Brisbane and
suburbs, and perhaps one or two other sea-
port towns left. You would have no one
living in the country.

The Government, owing to the Treasurer’s
stupidity, were compelled to pay a high rate
of interest for the remewal of the loan. In
my opinion, the Treasurer was penahscd to
the extent of & per cent. for passing the
Land Act Amendment Act of 1920. In order
to get that § per cent. out of the people he
has mcleased the railway freights and fares,
and he is making the country people bear
the burden of his stupidity in passing the
“ Repudiation Aect” at that period. Hon.
members opposite admit that a big conces-
sion has been given to the pastoralists, and
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the Treasurer is the only man who has not
come out into the open. He should have
asked Parliament to pass a Bill, so as to
place on record the fact that a certain agree-
ment was entered into by himself and those
who lent the money in England. The Trea-
surer had no right to go to England in the
way he has done. He went over there as a
delegate of the Government, and he had no
right to make an agreement with any sec-
tion. of people there without asking Parlia-
ment to agree to it. He should have told
the people in England that he had made the
agreement subject to the ratification of the
Queensland Parliament of what he had done
in the old country. He may do it by Execu-
tive minute, but he has no right to expect
the people of Quecensland to agree to any-
thing he may do in that way. The hon.
gentleman made a certain agreement with
the money-lenders in the old country, and,
if he was doing a just thing, he would state
exactly to Parliament what he has done and
ask us to sanction it. If he did so, we
should know what we were doing. The tax-
payers have a right to know. An agree-
ment entered into by the Treasurer which
is ‘mot sanctioned by Parliament is not
binding on any future Parliament. No
Treasurer in a future Parliament would be
bound by an agreement made by the present
Treasurer which was authorised only by
Executive minute. He would be justified
in saying that the present Treasurer did
not do his duty in not placing the particu-
lars before Parliament and asking it to
agree to what he had done. I am not
blaming the Treasurer for making a conces-
sion, but I am sorry that it was necessary
for him to do so. It was his own blunder,
and he got out of it creditably; but it was
at the cost of the taxpayers of Queensland.
We have had to pay through the nose for
the American loan, and we have had to pay
%+ Dper cent. more for the loan which has
been refloated in London than we would
have had to pay if the Land Act had not
been passed in 1920.

I wish now to refer to land settlement in
Queensland. We find that land settlement,
which is one of the most important things
in this State, has been greatly curtailed.
When Labour members were on this side
continually in season and out of season they
complained that land was not being opencd
for settlement, and they accused the then
Government of working in the interests of
the pastoralists and those connected with
large holdings. But to-day we find that the
figures in the Department of Public Lands
show that there are unfortumately 32,000,000
acres of land less occupied in Queensland
than there were in 1915, In 1915 there were
360,000,000 acres in use in this State, while
in 1922 there were 328,000,000 acres in use,
showing a decrease of 32,000,000 acres of
land under a Labour Government.

That shows that since the Labour Govern-
ment have been in power, the people have
been abandoning the land and are using less
than they used under the old so-called Tory
regime. 1 think that some explanation is
necessary. We should know just the reasons
why this land is not being used. It may
interest the hon. member for Bowen, who is
very fond of figures, to know that an area
equal to nearly the whole of England has
gone out of use in Queensland—that 32,000,000
acres have gone out of use in this State
since the Labour Government have been in
power. It is a startling thing to say, but,
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unfortunately, it is a fact. I think it is
deplorable that we have to record the fact
that land settlement has declined year after
year. We are told by the hon. member for
Bowen that very great profits have been made
by certain pastoralists and companies, and
he quoted a lot of their income tax figures.
If it were not for the wool industry, I do
pot_know what would become of Queensland
to-day. It is practically the only industry
in Queensland which is bringing us revenue
from other parts of the world, that is, it 1s
the only industry that is paying its way.
The hon. member for Bowen mayv say,
“ What about sugar?”’ 1 admit that it is
a profitable crop, but it does not bring us
any revenue from abroad or help us to pay
oft the national debt, because it is all con-
sumed locally. We are sending away butter
and cheese, but, unfortunately, they are not
showing a profit on the cost of production—
we are actually losing by their production.
One must almost come to the conclusion that,
so far as the production of foodstuffs is
concerned, Queensland is over-producing, and
the result 1s that the people engaged in
that production are losing money. If that
is so, it is not right to encourage people to
go on the land for the purpose of produc-
ing unprofitable crops. We should encourage
them to go in for a paying industry, and sc
far as we can see the sheep-raising industry
is likely to pay for some time to come. Why
should we not encourage people to go in
for 'it? Why should not the Government
supply as much wire-netting as possible?
In the Warrego district, there are many
hundreds of thousands of acres of land suit-
able for sheep, and where only wire-netting
and water are necessary to enable it to
carry a large and prosperous population
But the Government are not endeavouring
to bring about that result. They are open-
ing land in small areas or compelling people
to use the plough notwithstanding the fact
that by the use of the plough they are
becoming poorer and poorer each day. If
the Government put the same energy and
an equal amount of money into opening up
land for sheep farming, providing wire-
netting, and giving assistance to find water,
they would be fostering an industry which
would give a decent living to a large popu-
lation and find work for many unemployed.

If what the hon. member for Ipswich says
is true—that the State cattle are worth £3
12s. 2d. per head—then I would like to see
the Government sell the whole of the State
cattle and open up the State stations for

settlement. Dillalah is one of

[5 p.m.] the finest sheep properties in the

whole of Queensland, and it is
only carrying a few head of cattle, and is
not returning sufficient to pay for their agist-
ment. ‘That property could be opened up
and put under sheep. It would pay the
Government to sell every beast they pos-
sess and use the money to purchase wire
netting, and supply that wire netting to the
people at a cheap rate of interest, spreading
the payment of the money involved over a
long period. It would be better to do that
than to continue the present proposition and
lose many thousands of pounds annually.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC Laxps: Did the
hon. gentleman say that he would like to
take a lease of Dillalah?

Mr. MORGAN: I would like a lease of a
portion of it. It could be cut up into 10,000-
acre blocks, capable of carrying a number

Mr. Morgin.)
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of small sheep farmers, and carrying them
successfully.  Unfortunately, the land 1is
going to waste inasmuch as it is becoming
more overgrown year by year. It is an
exceptionally good cattle preposition, but as
the dingoes and the undergrowth are not
being destroyed it will be necessary to attend
to that matter before sheep can be carried,
and it will be necessary to securely net the
property. That is not a very big proposition.
If that land were cut up into 10,000-acre
blocks, or at the most into 50,000-acre blocks,
it would give a decent living to many people.

I would now like to make reference to one
imnortant matter that the people are talking
about all over the State. I went into my
district last weck, and at Tara and in other
localities that I visited the people wanted to
know if there was any truth in the sugges-
tion that the Treasurer had paid a repre-
sentative of *‘ Smith’s Weekly ” a certain
amount of money to boost him 1n that paper?
We have figures to show that a considerable
amount of money has been paid to that paper
by the Treasurer, and wec often wondered
why this large amount of money was
expended. It was not expended by way of
advertising in  Smith’s Weekly,” but the
matter appeared as ordinary reading matter,
and certainly the paper has continually laid
itself out to boost the Treasurer. Recently
some light has been thrown on the subject.
I have here a pamphlet which has been cir-
culated, and which +was printed by the
“ Swift Printing Works, Brunswick street.”
The document seems to be quite legal and in
order.. If the statements contained therein
are not true, then the quicker the Treasurer
makes a public announcement, or prosecutes
the persons who have made those statements,
the better it will be for himself and the com-
munity. If the statements are true, and the
Treasurer has been paying from Consolidated
Revenue the money passed by this Chamber
for advertising Queensland, and has been
using that money for the purpose of boosting
himself in different papers in Australia, and
in “ Smith’s Weekly 7 in particular, he has
heen doing a dishonest thing.

It does not reflect credit on the hon.
gentleman to do those things with State
money. If he can show that he has paid
this money out of his own pocket to have
himself advertised or called a ¢ super-man’
I do not mind, but as a public representative
of this State I do protest, and protest
vigorously, against the Treasurer or any
other Minister using the funds of the State
for the purpose of his own personal adver-
tisement. Nobody could take any exception
to the payment if it was made to advertise
Crown lands or the facilities for settlement.
When we have a statement made publicly—
and lawfully so far as I can see—that the
Treasurcr has been paying money to
“ Smith’s Weekly” for the purpose of boost-
ing himself, then the quicker the hon. gentle-
man makes a public utterance; or institutes
a prosecution for libel the better it will be
for his own reputation.

My. FaRReLL: Your friend Thomas signed
that.

Mr. MORGAN : The circular reads—

‘“ Theodore Attempts to Drag the
Labour Movement through a Political
Sewer and Fails,”

and goes on to say—

[Myr. Morgan.
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‘“ While unemplored starve Premier
Theodore and Sir Joynton Smith

(‘ Smith’s Weekly’) plan a campaign of
political graft!

‘“The rank and file of the Quecnsland
Labour movement demand an answer to
the following questions:—

Why did Theodore, during Decem-
ber, 1923, arrange with Claude McKax
(editor ““ Smith’s Weekly”) to pay £6
a week towards the salary of a jour-
nalist whose work was to reside in

Brisbane and boost Theodore in a
capitalist Press?
Why did Claude McKar make the

following statement to Cris. O’Sullivan
(the Lahour journalist to whom the
position was offered, and who, later
exposed the business in a number of
sworn statements, at present held in
Sydney pending some inquiry), ¢ If
you take this up, and if you like it,
there will be u safe Labour scat in the
Queensland Parliament for you at the
end of it, and I assure you Theodore
will do anything you want.”

“McKay made a further statement—

Confidentially . . . we are backing
Theodore. Next vear he will leave the

State and go into Federal polities and
he will be the next Labour Prime
Minister,

. ““Can the Premier explain the follow-
ing conversation which he had with Mr.
O’Sullivan—

By the way—the matter of money.
There is only one way T can fix this.
I will arrange to pay you out of the
special contingency fund of my office
which will not be subject to scrutiny
by the Auditor-General. e

I hope that in the future we shall be able
to get from the Minister who has charge
of the fund to be used for unspecified pur-
poscs, a statement showing exactly how
that money has been expended. It is his
duty to show how that money has been
expended and in what direction. The cir-
cular goes on to say—

“Theodore refused to see an unem-
ployed deputation. Is he prepared to
assist them out of this fund?

“Is Theodore prepared to <o the
W. M. Hughes’ act? The following ex-.
cerpts taken from an editorial in the
current issue of ‘ Smith’s Weekly’ sug-
gests the move, Only in Sydney this
week the chairman of one of the great

banks said to a staff member of this
paper: ‘Theodore will be Prime
Minister, but on our side!”” ‘ Maybe if

Labour won’t let Theodore lead Aus-
tralia another party will.

““ Traitors can sell some of the workers
all the time—all of the workers some of
the time—but they can’t sell all the
workers all the time.

“Workers! Demand an explanation
at a special convention! Save the
Labour Movement from disaster by a
political cleansing !’

This circular has been put intc all the
homes for the purification of politics and
those engaged in political life. I do not
say that there is any truth in the state-
ments, but some statement is due from the
Treasurer. It is for him tfo refute what
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has been stated, and, if necessary, to pro-
tect his honour through the law courts.
remember that the hon. gentleman on
another occasion instituted legal proceed-
ings when a statement was made In regard
to his private honour.

The TREASURER : I have never issued a writ
for a libel against me, although I have been
Libelled many times.

Mr. MORGAN : A certain man told me that
the hon. gentlernan issued a writ in one case.

The TreAsURER: Not for libel—for slander.

Mr. MORGAN: I do not wish to pursue
the subject, but I understand that the Trea-
surer issued a writ for slander in the case T
have in mind. He may have been justified
in so doing. In this present case he may be
justified in issuing a writ for slander.

The TrEASURER: If I were to issuc writs
for every article written against me and for
every circular, I would be doing nothing else
but issuing writs.

Mr. MORGAN : Of course, we know news-
papers have certain comprehensive powers.
It depends upon what the alleged libel is
and what criticism the Treasurer may class az
libel. A man’s political life is really public
life and public property.

The TrEASURER: Does the hon. member
really believe that there is any fund under
the control of the Administration that is not
open to the supervision of the Auditor-
General? Tvery item of cxpenditure is
subject to the scrutiny of the Auditor-
General.

Mr. FrY: Would the hon. gentleman allow
any membeor of the Country party or of the
Nationalist party to peruse any voucher for
expenditure from the advertising vote?

The Treasurer: Certainly not.
Auditor-General does that.

Mr. ¥. A. Coorgr: Do you brlieve what is
in that circular?

Mr. MORGAN: How can I believe it or
dishelieve it if T do not know the particulars?

Mr. F. A. CoorEr: Then who else would ?

Mr. MORGAN: All I know is that the
statement has been made publicly. It was
published in the journal of the Seamen’s
Union. We do know, from questions that
have been asked in this Chamber, that
“ Smith’s Weckly” has had more than its
fair share of the money expended by the Go-
varnment upon advertising. For what pur-
pose? Not to put Queonsland in a better
position. “ Smith’s Weekly >’ is not a paper
that one would look to to do a great amount
of good to the State. From the answers to
questions in ““ Hansard 7’ from time to time
it would scem that ‘“ Smith’s Weekly ” has
received enornious amounts of money from the
Government.

The TrEAsURER: The hon. member knows
that that is not true.

Mr. MORGAN: The figures speak for
themealves.  ““ Smith’s Weekly 7’ may have
had a lot of other money that we know noth-
ing about. It has certainly had a great deal
more consideration from the Government than
any other paper of similar importance. Week
after week there is always a little paragraph
about the Premier, stating what a great man
he is, or giving some similar information.
There may not be any truth in those state-
ments.  As with this document, I am not pre-
pared to say that there is.

The
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The TREASURER: They tell me you are a
newspaper agent yourself?

Mr. MORGAN: ¢ Smith’s Weekly ” says
that the Treasurer will be the next Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth. How do I
know whether that is going to be true or
not? Tiven the Treasurer does not know itf.
We have to take a lot of these statements for
what they are worth. To be serious, I think
it is the duty of the Treasurer to give some
explanation in connection with the matter.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): It was not my inten-
tion to refer to the matter mentioned by
the hon. member for Murilla just now, but,
as the Treasurer has not confirmed or denied
the statements made in the circular, and as
he says all vouchers are subject to the
scrutiny of the Auditor-General, I ask him
if he will permit a representative of the
Country party, a representative of the
Nationalist party, and a representative of
Lis own party to scrutinise all expenditure
in connection with the special publicity fund
in his office?

Mr. RoBERTS: Appoint a Commission.

Mr. FRY: The hon. member for East
Toowoomba suggests that a Commission be
appointed, and I think that would be better.

The Government have received £126,747,389
since they have been in office. That 1s a lot
of money, but they have received that amount
from loan and revenue. Had any other
Government received the same amount of
money and disposed of it in the same manner,
they would have been kicked out of office
by their own supporters, but we find the
professional army opposite are not game to
do it. If any other Government had re-
ceived the same amount of money, hon.
members opposite would have criticised that
Government, and would have wanted to see
some return for the money taken from the
people of the State.

There are many things in regard to which
we can criticise the Government, and I want
in passing to refer to the question of mining.
We were told by the Secretary for Mines,
when the Mount Isa field was discovered,
that he was going to retain that field for
the working miners. Who are the working
miners who have control of this field to-day?

OprosiTion Meypers: The hon. member
for Warrego.

Mr. FRY: The working miners who are
controlling this field to-day are the specu-
lators of Sydney and Melbourne and Labour
members in this Chamber. If the Secretary
for Mines was in earnest when he said that
he would retain this field for the welfare of
the working miners, he should have done so.
The policy of the Government is to nation-
alise mining and to prevent gambling in
mining. When it was a question of Chilla-
goe—a non-paying concern—they put Govern-
ment money into it, and it has been a dead
loss ever since. When it was a question of
Mungana, they purchased a concern that was
not paying. They purchased mines that
were being run at a loss, and they have been
run at a loss ever since; but, when they had
an opportunity of opening up and nation-
alising a virgin field not in the hands of any
speculators, they refused to do so. A field
which promises to be one of the wealthiest
ficlds in the whole world has been allowed
to get into the hands of speculators, and
the Government, if they want to nationalise
it must now buy it back at an enormous
price. These things deserve ventilating, and

Mr. Fry.]
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we want to know why, if the Government
believe in the nationalisation of mining, they
should pass by a field which would give an
opportunity of making probably £2,000,000
or £3,000,000? It might be possible to male
a hundred millions of money out of Mount
Isa, which would have been sufficient to
pay the national debt. But that money is
not going into the State Treasury; it is
going into the pockets of private individuals,
and in that respect the Government are
deserving of the most crushing ecriticism.
That alone should merit a vote of no-confi-
dence against the Government. How can
the Government sustain their position when
they allow a virgin field—which promises to
be one of the wealthiest mining fields in the
whole world—to drift into the hands of
mining speculators and enable them to make
a million or two out of it, and then after-
wards, perhaps, the Government may buy
it back at a great loss? The position was
quite easy for the Government. One of the
Government geologists made a report on the
field. He left his position and acted as
superintendent for one of the companies.
He made another report, and afterwards
returned to his position as a Government
geologist. The Government had the field in
their own hands, but they allowed it to pass
into the hands of speculators. They put in
charge this Government geologist, looking
after the interests, not of the State, but the
interests of the shareholders, and some of
those shareholders are Labour members sit-
ting in this Chamber, some of them mining
speculators on the stock exchanges in Sydney
and Melbourne. Those are the people whose
affairs the Government put their paid ser-
vant, this Government geologist, to look
after. They let the field drift out of their
hands and threw it away. Then they say
that their policy is nationalisation. You
cannot believe them when you see them
blowing hot and cold. It is all right if it
is a loss—the State can have it then—but
when it is likely to produce millions of
money somebody else can have it. This is
a grievance sufficient to warrant a no-confii-
dence motion, and also sufficient to induce
the members sitting behind the Government
to turn the Government out of office.

The next question I want to deal with is
the matter of unemployment. We were told
by the Secretary for Mines at the Padding-
ton by-election that within two months from
that time there would not be a single unem-
ployed man in Queensland who was willing
to work. To-day there are thousands and
thousands of unemployed in Queensland who
are willing to werk, and are only waiting for
an opportunity to do so. They are going
about with haggard faces, hungry stomachs,
and ill-clad bodies. There is more unem-
ployment now than it was ever anticipated
there would be. How are the Government
trying to employ these men? When they
had contracts to give for railway bridges
over the Johnstone and Kolan Rivers, did
they say that the unemployed must have
work found for them in connection with those
contracts? No; they said the contracts must
be given to the lowest tenderers. They let
the contracts to English engineering firms,
who pay less wages than we do here. They
had better have let the contract to Messrs.
G. and J. Dowrie, in South Brisbane, as by
the time the cost of bringing the material
from England is paid there will be very little
difference in the English price and the price
for which the work could have been done

[Mr. Fry.
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here—perhaps a couple of thousand pounds.
The result is that men have to be kept
because there is no work for them to do. If
this is the Government’s way of providing
work, the whole thing is a farce and a sham.

The Arbitration Court is an institution
which we all uphold, but where do the Go-
vernment stand in connection with it? Whilst
they stood behind ’rne shearers in going to

£500, £600, £700, or £800 a year—they tell
the pu‘whc servants, who do not earn more
than £300 a year, that they cannot go to the
Arbitration Court. In the same city you
have private employers compelled to go to
the Arbitration Court in regard to all
employees receiving up to £600. The Go-
vernment insist that the shearers must go,
for instance, but refuse to allow their own
empioyees to go.

At 5.25 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN left the chair, reported
progress, and asked leave to sit again.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.





