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436 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

WEDNESDAY, 27 AUGUST, 1924. 

The SPK\KER (Hon. \Y. Bertram, J!arce) 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

QL:ESTIO~S. 

vVORKERS' ED1-C\Tf0NAL Asf'OCIATIOKS, 
1918-1923. 

Mr. KERR (li'nn(f17era) asked the Secre
tary for Public Instrllction--

" As records show that prior to the 
present Government coming into power 
"~orkers' educational associations wero 
formed in all the States of Australia, will 
he state ho\v n1any classes were in cxist
C'nce in Queensland for the years 1918, 
1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, and 1923, and the 
number of students enrolled for each of 
the years mentioned, together with the 
financial appropriation by Parliament?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~
STRLTTIO~ (Hon. F. T. Brennan, Too
'"oomba) replied-

" ThP following are the particulars 
asked for in respect to tutorial classes, 
stud,· circles, and enrolment of students 
for tlw years 1918, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 
and 1923-

1018. 
Classes .. Students 1±3 

1!)]0, 
Classes .. 8 Students 194 

1020. 
Classes .. 6 Students 113 

1921. 
('la:;;~ps .. 8 Students 224 
Study Circles :: ~ Students 38 
Corrr•spondPnce 

Students .. 24 

Total 286 

1022. 
Classes .. 8 Students :282 
Stud~· Cireles 11 Students 96 
Corre~pondPnce 

Students .. 311) 

Total 607 

1923. 
f'laSRE'R .. ]\) Students 437 
Study Circles 11 Students 110 
<Jorrt?spondence 

;)20 Students .. 
Total 1,096 

"The annual appropriation by Parlia
nwnr for the financial years specified 
hereunder was as follows:-

:Financial 
Year. 

-----
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1021-22 
1 922~23 
1923-24 

Workers' I 
Educational 

! Association. 

£ 
1 GO 
400 
505 
400 
500 

1,000 
1,000 

\Yorkers' 
Tut.orial 
Classes, 

Queensland 
UniYersity. 

£ 

630 
600 

1,210 
1,210 
2,000 
2,000 

Total. 

·----
£ 

150 
1,030 
1,105 
1,610 
1,710 
3,000 
3,000 

AGE!-;T-GENERAI.SHJP-ALI.EGED STATDJENT BY 
l\1R. J. A. FmELLY. 

:\fr. :\1AXWELL (Too1cong) asked the 
Prcn1ier-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
a statement made by the 'British
Australasian' newspaper that the Mel
bourne 'Age' had published a statement 
made by Mr .. J. A. Fihelly. late Agent
General for Queensland, ' That the job 
was a sinecure, overrun 'vith graft'? 

" 2. ·will he cause an inquiry to be 
made into the working of the Agent
General's office with a view to proving 
the accuracy or otherwise of such state
ment?'' 

The PHKi\1IER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Clt/lluuo1) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
'· 2. I do not think 

'varranted.'' 
an inquiry 

RoLLING-STOCK m CsE o:-; Q"CEEKSLAXD 
GOVERN)fE~"T RAILWAYS. 

IS 

Mr. MOORE (A.11bigny) askPd iho Secre
tary for Railways-

" 1. V\'hat number of engines (loco· 
motiYe) arc in use on the Queensland 
G-oYPriunent raihvays? 

"2. \Yhat number of carriages? 
" 3. \Yhat number of "·agons ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, E cppcl) replied

" 1. 708. 
,, 2. 920. 
" 3. 15,599." 

A)IERICAX LOAXS----SIXKING Ft:l\D AXD 
IXTEREST . 

Mr. MOOHE (Aubigny) asked the Trea
surer-

" Will he kindly supply the following 
figures for last financial year in connec
tion with the first and second American 
loans, respectively-

1. The total amount of the Sinking 
Fund and the interest earned? 

2. The amount retained in America. 
and the interest earned?" · 

The TREASl:~RER (Hon. E. G. Tl1eodore, 
Uhillauor) replied-

1 First T~oan. I Second I.oan. ---·---1------1

1

1

' 

' £ s. d. 
1. Total a mount·

1

• j' 

of Sinking, 
Fund at 1 1 

30th June, I 
1024 .. 

1 230,30~ 10111 
Total amount I 

of Interest : 
earned . . 13,33-1 1J 1 

£ s. d .. 

42,338 16 1 

1,?:37 5 9 

"2. First Loan-Provision is made to 
haYe 100,000 dollars aYailable quarterly 
in America. As no bonds were procm·
able at a price not exceeding par, this 
sum was on hand at the 30th June, 1924. 
Interest earned during the vear amounted 
to £499 2s. 2<:1. - • 
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"Strnnd L0on-T'rovi~ion is made to 
'han' 50,000 dollars aYailable half-yearly 
in America. There was no balance on 
hand at COth J uno, 1924. as the whole 
of the amount allotted to the Sinking 
Fund during the ~vcar \vas usc~d in pur
chasing bonds of the loan. Interest 
earned during the ~ear amounted to 
£193 6s. I would refer the hon. member 
to Table G 6 of the htblcs relating to 
the Treasurer's Financial Statement for 
the year 1924-1925 for further informa
tion in connection with the American 
Loan~ Sinking Funds .. , 

{:;RITICIS:\[ or :\In. CoRSER·s SPEECH ON 
ADDRESS IN REPLY BY " Qc:EBNSLAXD 
PRODC:C'ER." 

Mr. BRA:'-JD (liurrum). without notice, 
.asked Mr. Corscr (IJurnr tt)-

" Did he sec in the ' Queensland Pro
ducer' of this week where his statements 
in Parlirr1nent rcgardjng stabilisatiDn 
had been misquoted fo1· political pur
poses? 

·'That he had insinuated that the 
Direct or of the Council of Agriculture 
had written· certain letters to the Local 
Producers' Associations at the dictation 
of the State Government? 

'· \Yould he please inform me which of 
his remarks in Parliampnt on the 7th 
instant eonld have induced !\h. J\1ac
gregor and the · Queensland Producer' 
in question to make a political attack on 
ono opposed to their Government '? 

" ·what are his impre3Sions of the 
Council of Ag-riculture, and did he receive 
a letter recently from ?\lr . .Nlaogregor ?" 

:Mr. CORSER (Hurnett) replied-
" Yes. I did notice in the Go.-ernment 

journal. the 'Queensland Producer' of 
20th instant-printed at the · Standard ' 
office-that I am accused of saving on 
7th Augnst in Parliament-- • 

The butter stabilisation proposals arc 
a political trap. 

This accusation is unfair and untrue, I 
.am reported to ha.-c F-aid-

Thc Minister hides behim1 the Council 
of Agriculture in asking the Federal 
Government to do something he would 
not grant himself, and that was the 
right for the dairymen to have power 
to lix their own price for butter. 
'' I complain of the Director circularis

ing Local Producers' Asc,oeiations on 
<CJouncil official paper, written in the first 
person. I hold that the Director is the 
paid official of the State, and the business 
of the Council and its elected producers' 
members should not be tt"aclcd npon bv a 
paid official, who is a servant of the 
Minister of the Crown, the latter being 
chairman of the Council and pushed in bv 
an Act of Parliament. • 

"I. did not drag stabilisation into party 
.l'?htws,. I .condemn .Mr. Macgregor for 
h1s actions rn that regard. 

" ::\Ir. l\:1acgrcgor and his paper arc no 
doubt annoyed because I accused the 
·Government of bringing about no stabili
sahon of. pncos, and no increase in prices 
a.s promised by Mr. Theodore when he 
prO\·ided for the organisation. Perhaps, 
aJ_so, lns c-onscien~e pricks him rega.rding 
hts neglect to assist the cotton-growers in 

their fight for ratoon in contrast to mv 
stand in this regard and mY advocacv of 
their claim for co-operativ'o control.' 

" l\Iy statement regarding the Council 
of :Agriculture reads-

' Hansard' shows dearlv that I and 
other members of the' Opposition 
voted for a Council of Agriculture, but 
voted against baying a JI.Iinister of the 
Crown as its chairman. 

\Ye belicvc in sectional organisation 
of various industries as against one 
organisation to deal with the \Yhole of 
the industries. 
'' 1\Ir. J\lacgregor wrote me. He mis

quoted 1nv statements and similar misre
lJresentati'.ons are contained in the art.icle 
published in the ' Queensland Producer ' 
of this week. 

" I did J\Ir. Macgrcgor the courtesy of 
replying. and request nmY that· m,- lcttn· 
be pubEshPd in the sa-n1c conspicuous 
place in. th~, next edition of the journal 
111 question. 

APPRK~TICESIIIl' BILL, 
DISCHAilGE OF ORDER FOR THIRD REAll!XG. 

On the Order of the Day being called for 
the third reading of this Bill. 

The ATTOR:\EY-GEKERAL (l-Ion. J. 
?\Inllan. Plindtr,,): I beg to move-

,, That the Order of the Dav be dis
charged from the paper and tl;e Bill be 
recommittcd for the nurpose of I'CCDn
sidering new clause 26." 

Question put and passed, 

RECOM:\IITTAL. 

(Jfr. l'n/lock, Urc(JOI'!J, in the chair.) 

On new clause inserted to follow clause 25, 
reading-

-'· Ever,- emplo~'er shail be c>ntitlc>d to 
employ at least one apprcnticc''-

The ATTOH.:\:EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinrlrf'.<): I beg to move the follow-
ing· amendment:-- ' 

'·At the beginning of the clause insert 
the word~-

' Subject to any award of the 
court.' " 

The object of inserting those words is to 
secure the effective control bv the Arbitration 
Court oYer all apprentices a;;d the conditions 
under which they are employed. It might so 
happe11 that an employer would not have 
proper facilities to train an apprentice, there
fore it would not be fair to » lad to be 
apprenticed to him. 

Mr. MOORE (A uhirJn/1): This is one of thP 
most important clauses in the Bill and one 
v hich we havP a.lwavs ad,-ocatcd ·hould bP 
contained in the Bili. I do not think that 
the award of the court should have anything 
to do with it. I \Vas pl<>ased that provision 
was madB that every employer should havc 
the opportunity of having an apprentice. but 
uow we arc to ha.ve this restricting amcud
ment which is going to destroy all that \YC 
fought for. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXER.U,: Dor>s the hon. 
member insist upon employers having appren
tices although tlwy have no facilities to 
train thooe apprentices? 

Mr. MOORE: Ko. \Ye want0d to makc> 
sure that the small man would have the 

J11·. .:11 oorc.] 
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opportuuity of training an apprentice. \Ye 
wanted to aesi>t the small shop in the country 
districts. Thi' clause '•"> as rect:>ived 'vith 
great satisfaction by the people outside 
because jt V\'RS recognised that it vvas going 
to give boys an opportunity of learning " 
skilled trade where thev would otherwise be 
debarred. The whole object of the clause 
was to make it possible for one-man ,ho)ls to 
take apprentices. The prm·ision in the Bill 
is that every employer shall be entitled to 
employ at least one apprentice--

The ATTORXEv-GE:-<FBAr,: J\Iea.ning ''hero 
they have proper facilities. 

Mr. :Y100RE: Take tbe man in the coun
trv who is a saddler or a tinsmith-he doe' 
not want more than the ordinarv tools of 
trade with which to teach that trade. Those 
men are certainly efficient. It is not a ques
tion of having proper facilities-it is a ques
tion of restricting those men from the oppor
tunity of naining boys. I ha'e looked 
throngh abont forty awards in the " Gazette," 
and in n~arly all the employer is 
rc,.tricted from employing an apprentice 
unles:::< lw has one or tv"o journeyn1en em
nloYcd. and in S0111C cases lllOrC. rrhat is 
goi;1g to dPbar one-man country shops tak
ing apprenticee. and will prevent the boys 
learning a tmd<> in their o'vn district. 

The SEC'RETARY FOR PcBLIC I:-<STRcCTIO:--I: 
Do vou ~av hawkers and menders of keitles 
shot;ld have apprentices? 

J\11'. MOORE: Those men haw not got 
shops, but they are certain!~, compct0nt and 
good practical tradesmen. I know of man;· 
saddlers who go round t.he country who arc 
vcrv efficient. 'There are hundreds of ca'""' 
in 'which one-man shops will be restricted 
under this amendment. 

'rhe ATTOR::<rEY-GENERAL: You want to give 
"- man with no plant or facilities the right 
to train a boy. 

Mr. MOORE: What plant do they want? 
"\Vhen they are competent tradesm<'ll they 
have their necessary tools of trade. and it 
should not be a matter for the Arbitration 
Court. Owing to the agitation by vm·ions 
organisations, the whole effect of the Arbi
tration Court has been towards restricting 
apprentices,hip. We want to take away the 
power of the court to restrict apprentieeship 
and prevent a, boy from learning a tradP. 
The Secretary for Public \Vorks admitted 
that this was a good idea and he offered no 
objection to the clause. Xow it is proposed 
to bring in an amendment that will dcstro ... 
the whole purpose of the clause. I stronglY 
object to the amendment, because the cl a"'" 
as it standB is going to give our boys better 
eilallcc,;:, of learning a trade than prcYiously 
obtained. 

Mr. KERR (Enooocra): It wDnld lJ<' ,-~rv 
interesting indeed to know what ha' tral;
spired since the Bill was passed throngh 
Con•n1ittnn t0 mfl k" the :\Iinister in charge 
of the Bill alter his decision in this maticr. 
Tt is ouit<' annarc•nt that a Lov ~·honld ha,-e 
the opportunity of going into a one-man shop 
a.nd learning a trade. In my opinion, if a 
man is in business and is able to carrv on 
that business successfully, naturally he· is a 
competent man, othcrwi'e he wonld not be 
able to carry on his business. l'ndcr thP 
{'ircnnlstancf's rrH.:-ntioncrl bv the 11inif'ter he 
would not b~ able to can:v on hi·3 industrv 
proper!' and he would not ,:,•quire an appren
tice. I do not think this restriction ,hould 
be put into the Bill. The position was made 

lJir. Moon;. 

Yen· definite bv the amendment mm·ccl by 
th<: 0]1pmition ·when the Bill was in Com
mittee and 'vhic.h ''"' ac-cept~d by the :\!m
ister. but nmY the whole ach·antag0 is to b0 
"·iped out and the control placed in the 
hands of the Arbitration Court. 

The SECRETARY FOR P1;BLIC IxsTnccrrox: 
This is fair to the apprentice. 

l\Ir. KERR: \Y<' want to be fair to rlw 
boy' and give them every opportunity of 
lea.rning a trade. I ''entnre. to say that, _if 
v;c allow the cl a nse ~h ong111a1ls' passed 1n 
Committee to remain. there "·ill bP many 
hundred 1norP bo:, R ablP to secure jobs a.s. 
apprentice~ than if the amendment nloYed 
b:, the Minister is accepted. The provision 
i,.; absolutelY useless as amPnded bv the ::Yim
ister and ;Ye n1a.v a.s ·wcJ] wipe ~thP clau~L~ 
out ~!together. This provision applies par
ticu]ar]v· to the countrY. as therP arc vPrv fe"' 
one-man shops in tlie city. The '\Iii1iste1· 
should make some discrimination with regard 
to the country, more particular!~, in regard 
to blacksmithing. A blacksmith who has his 
i'mithT ,..·ill h""" a full complement of plant 
and toola and the original clause. as moved 
l.Jy the le~der of the Opposition, will gin• him 
an opportunity to take on an UJ1pr0nticc i!l 
his smithv. I want to know why the Arbi
iration Court should have this authorih. 
First of all, it has to deal 'vit.h conditions 
and "\:ra.ges, ·and now it is to be gi ,-en pol\-el~ 
to dea] with the proportion of appPnlices in 
any particular trade. I venture to av that 
wo shall be doing a great injw;iice to the• 
bovs if we accept the amendment moved bv 
the Minister. \Vhen we were dealing- ,,-ith 
the Bill in Committee this proviBion wa> 
looked upon as a very importa-nt 0110 indeed. 
and I sincerelv trust that the :\Iinister ';ill 
reconsider his decision. It is not at all I i ke b
t.hat a man in business will not han' th;. 
necessary tools and plant to carry on his 
trade. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: If ~,'Qll ha,-e am 
experience of country traders, ~'OU will knmv 
t ha.t many of them do not possess an efficient 
plant. 

Mr. KERR: I have been round the coun
try a good deal and have seen varion.s 
tradesmen in one-man shops, and I venture 
to say they could very well Pmp]o,- appren
tices with good results to the boys themsch-cs 
and with better results to the State g-ener
ally. I hope the Minister will not pereist in 
his amendment and wipe out completelv that 
which we fought for ,o ha.rd in Committee .. 
\Vhen the original amendment was mm·cd 
bv the Opposition in Committee it was looked 
upon by the Minister as being ·reasonable. 
but evidently someone outside has gone to 
the Minister. It is not wise that he shonhl 
be influenced by someone outside the Hon~c 
to bring in an amendment preventing tlw 
employment of an a11prcntico in a one-man· 
shop. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East 'f'ooll'oom/)(1): ::\'ow 
that we have onlv tne one Chamber a dif
ferent method of altering Bills pa>sed by 
this House should be adopted. Th<> Minister 
came along this morning, and on tb" Ordet· 
of the Day for the third reading of the Bill 
being r<>ad. f"· n,,lJ0rl ":\'ot formal." H<" 
then had the Bill referred to Committee and 
moYed an amendment to an important part 
of the Bill. \Ve ought to ha\'e some notico 
"-hen important amendments ha Ye to be made 
on the third reading of a BilL This clause. 
when it was passed in Committee. laid down 
wry clearly that an employer shonld havo 
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the right to employ an apprentice, a.nd that 
an apprentice should have the right to be 'o 
employed quite independent of any outside 
uody. "~lwn the Bill passed through Com
mittee >Ye derided that this provision should 
be la\Y, quite apart fron1 the Arbitration 
Court. 

\Ye know that there is an Apprenticeship 
Committee >Yhich will look into thes0 mat
ters and report on them from time to time. 
Then an indenture is made out, and the 
employer has to act up to his responsibili
ties. I do not see what the Arbitration 
Court can have to say to it. If the employer 
is not able. to teach a lad his trad-e, he will 
not be actmg up to his responsibility and 
can be called upon to explain. 1fy attention 
has been drawn to the intel'pretation of 
" Employer., in the Industrial Arbitration 
Act of 1916-

" Any person, co1npany, corporation, 
firn1, o1: association ernploying or usually 
('mploymg one or more employees, 
'" hether on behalf of himself or any 
other person." 

That shows quite def1nitcly the position so 
far as the employer is concerned under the 
Bill. I again emphasise the point that there 
hayc been hardships in regard to this matter. 
\Ye h,n-e had cases cited in this Chamber 
>YherP men who were quite competent to 
teach a trade to the vouth, of our State were 
not pPrmittcd to do" so. and when this Bill 
\Ya::: going through Cotntuittee we \vanted to 
make it definite that that should not happen 
in the futuro. I still say that there is no 
nPecl for the amendment mm·ecl bv the 
:\Iinister. · 

:\h. TAYLOR (Tl"inrlsor): It is .-erv sur~ 
pri~·iug th::1t this , propo:;;cd arnendnro:Dt has 
bee-~ Ui· -Uf;ll' uu, especial1v \Yhen one con
sidns that when the amendment of the leader 
of the Opposition was moved in Committee, 
the Secretary for Public \Vorks, who was in 
charge of the Bill, fully approved of it. Tho 
rnatter was gone into by the Committee. and 
it ,_-as sho>vn conclusiYely to the satisfaction 
of the :\linistcr that the new clause would 
add to the efficiency of the measure. 

The ATTORXEY~GEXERAL: The clause will 
still stand with this qualif1cation. 

:\Ir. TA YLOR : The clause will still stand 
with thP proposed amendment of the ::Vlinis~ 
tor, >Yhich in my judgment nullif1es quite :1 

lot of the benefits which the clause was 
intended to confer. 

The ATTORXEY-GEJo:ER.\L: It mah"i it a 
better clause. 

:\lr. TAYLOR: \Ye want to giYe all the 
encouragement we pos.-ilblv can to the train
ing of apprentices. \Ye hlwe an Apprentice
<hip Commit tee who are abk to deal with 
these matters, but it is now propose-d to 
bring the Arbitration Court into the matter. 
Surely the Apprenticeship Committee have 
the conf1dcnce of the Minister and the 
Government, and thev will be able to sho" 
whether it is neces;ary or rig·ht that an 
apprenhce should be indentured to a man 
who is running a small business in the coun
try. All employers are not running large 
businesses in the towns. This will all come 
within the pun-iew of the Apprenticeship 
Committee. The present proposal of the 
Minister will practically ow,rride the Apprcn~ 
ticeship Committee. If the Apprenticeship 
Committee cannot carrv out its duties the 
sooner it is dissolved th.e better; but I think 

that it can carry them out. I hope the Minis
ter >Yill not persist in his proposed amend
ment. Like the hon. member for East Too
woomba. I think that this is an important 
Bill. and full notice ohoulcl be giYen of au 
arnenchnent ::,uch as this, ,-,o that \VC may 
consider it properly. It is sprung- on us this 
n1orning, and wo are asked to consider it 
without having time to go into the n1erits 
or demerits of the case. I think we should 
haY':' son1e sy:stern ·which would give us tirne 
to consider an an1cnd1nont of such an 
important character on its n1erits. 

:'llr. G. P. BAR:'\ES (Wancick): I oppose 
this c:unendment sin1pl:"~ because it rs go1ng 
to limit to a Yery serious extent the scope
of the Bill. 

:\fr. \V RIGHT: In what 1\'HY '? 

:\Ir. G. P. BARKES: I am speaking- in the 
interests of the country. The hon. member 
"Who interjects is si1nply a rity 1nan, and only 
concprncd with \Yhat is taking place inln1c
diately around him. 

:\[r. \YI\IGHT: Don't vou worn- about that. 
I an1 as broadmind0cl ~s you a~c. 

:VIr. G. P. B~i.Rl'\ES: I look wider than 
that. \\' e look from the towns to th" villag-es 
in the country, and \VC' an~ C'onsidering the 
sdtlement of the countrv. \Ye all lmo1v that 
there is a yast exodus of the young life from 
the countrv to the citic,;. and it is onlv bv 
giYing opPortunities of en1ployment inv thC 
,-illagcs, f1rst of all, that >YC can pre.-cnt that 
mig-ration. Othl'rwise the settlement of the 
country "-ill be delayed, Nnployment will not 
he found. and thereby the general deYelop~ 
1ncnt and progress will be int·crfcrcd with. 
This i.-t only one n1eans of giYing opportuni
ties fm employment, but it is ne.-erthelcss a. 
mighty big mean~. ~-\nyone interested in 
the clcYelopm-cnt of the smaller centres knows 
that it requires all the encouragcrnent we 
can p-ive to it, and therefore it behoves us 
to gi1 c the lad in the country e.-cry oppor~ 
runitv that we call to rcrnain and '\York thcrP. 
I thii-Ik that the ~Iini:;;tcr is rnaking a Yery, 
YPl'~~ big mistake. 

Son1c rrfcrcncc has Gccn rnad.e to the neces
sity for teaching the apprentice: but it is 
the real practical experience .,-hich a lad 
11·ill be able to i'erm·-e, eYen by rubbing 
shoulders with other workmen, which will be 
.a help to him. l hope the :\linister will not 
insist on his amendnwnt. I think that an 

_apprentic;cship scheme should meet with the 
general appro.-a! of all sides. and we are 
S('riously jeopardising the ~che1ne by this 
limitation. 

:\h. KIKG (Louan) : Tl1e amendment of 
the leader of the Opposition wao accepted by 
the Minister and by all tlw members of the 
C\nnmittcc. l'\ot a~ Yoice -was rai::::cd ag·ainst 
it. Xow, ho\YeYcr, we arc asked to consider 
a propo,ition >Yhich is altogether different. 
I an1 Yerv anxious to know what has moved 
the l\linist er to alter his mind. There are 
:-ome influC'nee~ at work that we do not know 
anything about which are not going to make 
for tlw improvement of the BilL The clause 
pro.-ides that every f>mplo,'er shall be 
entitled to one apprentice, and the interpre
tation quoted by preYious speakers prm·icles 
that, to be an employer, a man must ha.-e 
one or n1ore persons working for hirr1. 

In addition, there is the saf0guard pro~ 
vided by the Apprentirecchip ExecutiYe. the 
Group Committees. and the Advisory Corn~ 
mittce. One cannot help thinking that the 

Mr. King.] 
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:\Iinister ha'> shown a want of confidence in 
the ExecutiYe Committ<'r•. \Yhv not tru'>t 
tlwrn to carr~- out their duties ,;·ithout ask
ing for the a~:;;istancc of another bodv ·; Thi::; 
i~ a rnattr-r ·which doe~ not con1e ·wi'thin tht) 
puniew of the Arbiteation Court and should 
not be ·within its jurisdiction, e:3perially 1vhen 
\VP haYc all_ thc~c connnittee0 ~afeguarding 
the appreutrce. I hope that the ::\Iinister 
will be reasonable aud not spoil what other
wise would b0 a good Bill. 

i\lr. DEACO:'\ (('unninr;hami: The amend
IHl'llt "·hirh ha~ bcc11 nloYcd bv the :2\.Iinister 
i:' C01'tainl~~ not going to he1p i'ndustl'y in the 
country. It is another inju~ticc to the cnun~ 
trY lad. EYidentlv the GoYcrnn1-ent are not 
·wOrrying at all about the rnan on the land. 

~lr. \\'RIGHT: \\'hat about the Council of 
Agriculture: 

:\[r. DEACO:'\: That doe•. not come into 
this Bill at alL Take the ease of an,- man 
.at Curuw1nulla or anv\Yhere else vou like in 
the country who \\-i~hes to take 'an appren
tice. Take also the case of the lad in the 
san1e p1are who 'vi:shc:-; to berome an appren
tice. Do yon think tl1ey a re going to bother 
abour going to the .._..\_rbiu·ation Court in 
Brisbane: The ::\Iinistcr and the members 
supporting the GoYernn1ent n1ust know that 

tlw peopl0 will not tab' the 
[10.30 a.m.J trouble to apply to the court, but 

will adopt some' oth0r eourse. It 
is intended that this Bill should work in 
favour of thP lads in the to\Yll because the 
workpr·s in the cit.\· ar0 afraid that, if !hP 
couutry lnd~ are ta.ught rlwir trade~. the\' 
\Yill Pllter into cnllllH'tition with then1. Th{:; 
i-- a delihPratf' atten~pt to ~top thP te~Lrhing of 
appren.tiees i~1 the country as far as possible. 
It rs m1possrble for hon. member' on this 
side tho,·oug;hly to consider an amendment 
sprung npon us at this latf' hou,·. It i.s all 
Vel'.\' w01l for hon. members oppo>ite who, 
perhaps, ha V<' hac! orders to support the 
an1endnwnt. Some bon. n1en1ber::. opposite 
are not a !low eel to exercise their own judg
nwnt. but the Ylews to bl' adoptPd are placed 
before them. 

:\h. ::\IAXWELL (Tool!'onr;): I certainh
agree \Vith lH'OYiOU~ speakers that hon. Jnenl
bers on this side should haYe be-en o·iyen at 
least a da.\·'s notice of the intention ~o moye 
this amendment. I consider that the amend
ment is a slight L!pon the Executiye Com
mitte0 c·ontrolling this. s.eheme. 

Certain qnpstions \Yere raised in connection 
with thi~ schctne. but the l\IinistCl' stress0cl 
tlw point that eYerv confidence could be 
plaf'ed in that execnt1\.·e becau~e it was ccnn
po::;ed of nwn S·0lPcted fron1 a certain source. 
\Yhat do \H' find thi•, n1orning- ·: \Ye find 
the ::\Iinister in charg·e of the Bill dc>sirin~ 
to bring in sornethina which in effect is ~ 
direct insult to those ~ontrolling this scheme. 
I admit that it is difficult at times for bovs 
in the country to be properly ind.entnre-d. 
but it does not follow that, because there is 
o~ly one ~nau in a bn~ine :'3. that en1ployer 
~Ill not gtYC an apprentice as good a train
mg as he would get in a shop full of 
en1ploy~P~.. I only ro~·P to protest against 
thP f'pnng1ng of an an1endment at thi~ late 
hour. The J\Iinistcr \VOtdd be well advised 
to withdraw the amendment. It gayours of 
somC'thing that is not too pleasant. There 
is morl' behind it than one can appreciate at 
pre~-.ou:. 

Mr. VO\YLES (7Jalh.'!'): \Yhm this Bill 
-was i11troduced into the Chamber it was 
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acf·epted by the Opposition in so far as it 
established the right and principle of a form 
of apprenticeship, but, in rny opinion. it is 
i1wffective inasmuch as it dicl not definitelv 
specify the persons \rho •verc entitled to tak~ 
apprentices. An amendment was moYed h-;
the Opposition, and it w.ts taken into coLi
sideration and discuss-ed on its 1nerits. and 
unanimously appro,-ed by this Chamber. 
The arnendment now rnoYed has a direct 
uegati-n~' effect to what was originally .agreed 
to. The principle we agreed to was that 
en•ry 0mploycr was entitled as a right to 
c·mploy apprentices. ::'\mv we are saying that 
every person is not entitled to that as a 
matter of right, but is only entitled to it 
,ubjeet to some regulations under another 
Act. It appears to me that it is going to 
work harshlv in country districts. I do not 
know yery ~much abolit trad(~ apprentices, 
but I know it ii' generally recognised in rny 
own profession that' a man who has had the 
priYilegc of serYing his article~ in the coun-
1 ry haf' a grea tc'l' general kno'Y ledge of his 
profe"ion than if he had serYed his articles 
in a city and worked in a department and 
got into a groove. So far as trades are con
cnncd. I quite understand that a man who 
has the right or the pri,-ilcge of gaining 
greater C'ffirienc: in eYery departn1ent of hi~ 
trade, as he would ha,-e in the eountrv, has 
better prospects as to his future than he 
would haYe if he work<:>d in a similar trade 
in the city. "·here he would be working in 
1 grooYe. For those reasons I arn opposed 
to the' ame-ndment. The principle whereb~· 
I ads in tht• country >Yould ha,-e the oppor
tunit~- of being apprenticed to a trade and 
leal'lling· \dwt thev would othenYi'<' have to 
go to tlw c;t.\- to iearn was a good one. bur 
it might so happen that restrictions imposed 
b~- the court will prevent this. 

Th0 :\TTOR::\'EY-GE:'\ERAL 
::'IIL!llnn. Flindr rs): ML Pollock, 
1110Yl'-·-

(Hon. J. 
I bq_.?,· to 

" That you do now l-eaYe the chair, 
report progrc~.-., and ask lPaYe to ::.it 
Uftaiu," 

There sc·cms to 11£• sou1e contention about 
thi:-> 1natter. and. a~ the ~IinistPr in charge ot 
trw Bill is not pr·c"Pnt, p rhaps it would 
lw better that he should ha n• the opportunirv 
of being present and considering the matter. 

()pposrnox l\IniBERS: Hear. hear r 
Quest.ion put and pac,,ed. 

Tlw House resume d. 

The C'H.UR:IL\X report0d progTess. and asked 
l0av(l to sit ag-ain. 

ThP further consic\('J'ation of tlw Bill in 
Con1mittN~ wag madP an Ordc-r of th·~· Day 
for tO-lllOfl'OW. 

IYAYS A:'\D :YIEA:'\S. 

FTXIXC'L\L SnTDJEXT-REST:~IPTIOX OF DEB.\TE. 

(Jir. l'o//ocl-, Grr r;ory, in t/u d1r1ir.) 

Question stated-
,, That towards making· good thr< sup

plies i1ecessar)· to ddray His ·Majesty·s 
public expenses and making an addition 
to the pub! ic r 'YC'lll!C'-

There he charged. lc,-ic·cl. coll<'ctccl. 
and paifl stamp duty of the amount 
following:-

On PYcrv bill of 0xchan~P payable 
on demand or at sight, or on pre-
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sentation, or in which no tim' fo• 
payment is exprcs~ed, the sum of 
twopence, in lieu of the sum of one 
penny pres('ntly chargeable on every 
such bill of ·exchange." 

:VIr. GLEDSO:'-J (lps11"irh): I desire to con
·tinue rnv remarks which I had not roncluded 
when the House adjourned yesterday. I 
would like more particularly to deal this 
n1orning with the ~taterncnts e1nauating 
from hon. m.•mlwrs opposite in regard to the 
failure of State cntcrpris<'S. It all depends 
on what they call a failun•. 

GovER~:IIE~T MPIBERS: Hear, hear' 

::\clr. GLEDSO~: In the time at my disposal 
I will endeayour to shmy to the c·ommittca 
and the people of Queensland that so far 
fron1 State enterprises being a failure they 
are just the reverse. The Statl' enterprise:. 
that h"Ye been established lwYc ccrtainlv 
been for the benefit of th people of Qucen~
land. Let us take State '•tations, as there 
has been quitP a lot of talk about them. 

"The State stations were uo::qu.ircd during a 
hme of war. when there was quite a demand 
for meat and cattle were at a fairly high 
prirC>. During th0 fi1·gt :vear or so things 
wC'r,• quite all right, and the results fron1 
the State stations were not so bad. Later 
on a slump came in cattle. and the price of 
~cattlP 'vas n1arkcd down until this tradi11g 
:venture showN! a nominal loss. although 
actually thel'C was no loss at all. The hon. 
member for Aubig·ny, for the hem. memboi· 
for Burnett. asked seYcral questions yestc-r
<la:v as to the number of cattle sold and the 
prices obtained by the Statp stations. I 

-do not know whether the hem. member 
€xpectocl to gd the answers that he got. 
ThP questions \Yerc~ 

"1. How manv head of cattle were 
sold from StatC stations during last 
financial vear to other States. stating· 
·uumbPr rCspcctivel.v "? 

'' 2. VVhat was the average price 
reali~wd, respectively'?" 

..and the anHw~· rs~ 

" 1. 10,381 head from Dillalah and Koo
roongooloo Stations. 

"2. 211 at £9 9s .. 170 at £9 5s .. and 
10,000 at £7 16s. 3d.-on trucks nearest 
station.'' 

1f wo consult the last report that was tabled 
in connection with State enterprises, we 'hall 
find that the avE~rag2 price ~wt down for the 
•Cattle on State stations was £3 12s. 2d. per 
head. 

:vir .. VowLES: . Are ''ou going' to try to 
reconcde thos0 f,g·urcs w1th the !lgures that 
·were gTve11 yL•sterday '! 

Mr. GLEDSO:'\: The' prices realised from 
·the sales of cattle off the State stations last 
year rang·cd from £7 17s. 6d. up to £9 9s. 
per head. I say that the an•rage price of 
-the cattle was cut down. a.ncl that show' 
good business ability on the part of those 
CODCc'rned. 

:VIr. BRA~D: You are comparing the poor 
-clas, cattle with the fate. 

::\1r. GLEDSO:'\: I am not comparing the 
£3 13s. 2d. cattle w1th those at £9 9s. Od. 
We know that £9 9s. Od. is not the average 
rrice. The prices £9 9s. Ocl., £7 17s. cd., 
and £7 5s. Od. are for fats mid on rDil 
.and are not the aycragC'. A r the sa me i irno 
the- average price of r>~~t1lc-. takin~ fats, 

os to res, and other cattle on the statiol', co111t s 

to far more than £3 12s. 2d. \Ve wou l cl 
find the ayerage price of ou:· cattle·. ii >('Jd 
to-day, to be• at ]_,,,st £2 above the price 
put down in the report-it would be at least· 
£5 10s. Od. 

:VIr BHA~D: You know nothing about it. 

The CI-IAIR:v!AK : Order ! 
:Ylr. GLEDSO:'\: I know that much about 

it. At Enoggcra la~t wP,d\: cr.ttle brou.~.th! 
22s. a hundred. The cattle pc.1:1lc of 
Qu0f'IH!lnnd arc doing exr·0ptiDI:-tally "\'vcll, 
especiallY iE the loca1 rnarkct. In the luu.tl 
markPt ~cattlen1cn can get frorn 2:)~. 1o 
22s. 6cl. per hundred, a ncl they are doing 
except ionall:v well. 

::.\Jr. BR.\~D: You arc quite "\Yrong again. 

:\fr. GLEDSO:'\: I say the're is nothing 
to be afraid of n·garding the State stations. 
The Gon•rnment will be well advised to 
hang on to their stations~ and, with good 
mana!tement. thev will come out on top and 
g,i,-c the lie to ·those people who say the 
jr,,-cstmPnt has bcPn a calamitous one. If 
the Stat0 cattle were sold at the market 
nrice io-da~v. \YC would sho''' a profit on our 
State cattle stations. instead of having to 
\Yrite them down. It is good business to 
·wrltr- tl1enJ down bf'caust' it placps ns in a 
better no si tion than we \You le! ot hE>rwise b0 
in. (Opposition interjections.) 

The C:HAIRMA:'\: Order! 

l\Ir. GLEDSO'\ : The increased price of 
cattle, combined with good management, 
would put us in the position of showing that 
our cattle stations are a good thing for the 
people> of Qu0ensland. The idea was not so 
much to make' profits as to prevent the 
inflation of the price of meat to the consumer 
and the workers of QueE'nsland. 

Mr. CosTELLO: Your idea is to giYe the 
rattlf' fl\va:--.·. 

:VIr. GLEDSO:'\: Our idea has been 
achiPwd. (Opposition interjections.) 

ThP CH AIRMA '1\ : Order 1 I remind hon . 
members that. although it i,s customar.v to 
allow intNjections at times while an hon. 
membe-r is spPaking, it i~ nDt custon1ar:v. and 
it is not going to be customary, for hon. 
membets to cau.<e an interruption. I ask hon. 
members to obcv mv can to order when an 
interruption is t1 king place. 

:VIr. GLEDSO'\: I repeat, the Stat0 
stations were not obtained bv this Govern
nicnt for the purposr- of nulking a profit. 
but for the puruose of allowing the workers 
of Que<'nel.and the opporhmitv to obtain meat 
at a rPasonab]e nrice. In that regard they 
haYP ju<tifi0el themsp]yrs cl\·cr and oYel· 
a·gain. The ic!Pn was to havP a line of< attlP 
stations from the ::\orth of Queensland right 
clmvn to th<' Sc.nih. and to suppl:v our own 
butcher ehcps throug,hout Queensland at '1 

r0aeonablc cost. That has hcen done. 
Taking· thf' flpurcs that haYe been p;lYen 

to m, we fine! that during thP years the;;e 
State cntcrpri:w~ haYe be0n in operation they 
have so :vNl th<' people of Queensland 
£4.250.000 in har.c\ cash. That amount has 
gon<' int0 thP pockets of the workers of 
Ou<'eneland, and it justifies the existence of 
these indusiriPs. 

Th<> State established an arsenic mine. 
Thev showed a loss on it. and it was called 
a~ failure ! It was a failure so far as s.how
ing a proflt was concerned, but it was not a 
failure so far as regards supplying arsenic 

lJ.fr. Gledson.] 



TVays and .1Iean '· [.\SSK\IBLY.~ 

for the manufacturC' of poison. \Yhich \vas 
sold to the farmers at £10 a ton to enable 
them to destroy prickl0 -11car and mflkc their 
farms productiYc. 

Xow I want to d0al with coalmines. I 
am not going to deal with them fully, because 
the hon. member for Bowcn will probably 
be able to giYc some figure& in regard to the 
Bowen Coalfield which will a.stounci hon. 
members and will show what can be dono 
]g- the State. \Ye haY<' a coalmim' at 
~Iount 1\Iulligan. \Ye are told that we have 
made a failure of that mine. The Chillagoe 
Company were "·orkiug the Mount Jl.lulli
gan eoaln1ino and thev n1adc a failure of it. 
Th0y \\ E're unable to· k<>ep going, and they 
had to hand the mine ov0r to the Govcrn
rnent, -,.vho have \Yorkcd the mine success
fully, and have been able to supply the Cairn;, 
Railwav aJHl the Chillagoe SmeltNs with 
coal from that min0. Althoug.h we have not 
n1ade big profit~ out of the :Co'l\'Cn Coaln1inc, 
vet the public of Queenoland, on account of 
BDwen coal being supplied to the ::'\orthern 
~ailways, have saved from £50.000 to £60.00U 
:t year on tlu). cost of the coal, \Yhich \Vas pre
vi;usly being paid to shipping companies for 
carrying coal up the coast. Anybody \Yho 
ha,, anv reason at all abDut him will admit 
t.hat tho establishment of State enterprises 
has been of the great<:>st benefit to the people 
oF QtH'Pnsland. 

l\1r. 1\L\.X\YELL (Tonll"nnrl): It is some
" hat refreshing to hear a sp<>ech lik" that 
which we have had from the hem. member 
for Ipswich. There are only two members 
ou the GoYf'rnment sid0 "·ho han' not taken 
11p the funeral dirge sounded by t.he Trca
'lUCl' in his Financial Statem<>nt. It is a 
great pity that the hon. member for Ipswich 
cannot conYincc the Auditor-General that 
tlw State statiDns and State enterprises are 
the &ucce" that he would lead m tD believe 
they are. It was a n1ost hun1iliating position 
for the hon. member to take up yesterday 
w.hon he started to abuse the p<:>oplc who 
have motor-cars-]1eople \Yho follow another 
sphere of activity to that which he or I may 
follow-forgetting at the same time that they 
give employment and circulate a very great 
~mount of money. I ha vc not got a motor
car, but I do not enYv the hon. member for 
Ipswich or any hon.- member on tha.t side 
having a motor-car. By all means let tlwm 
haYe motor-cars if thcv want them. At the 
same time I resent Yerv much the statement 
made by the hon. member. Generally he 
\Yotdd lead us to bP!icve that he has a dif
ferent ideal altogether. He would lead us 
b believe that his ideal is to encourage 
people to live> peaceably together and to love 
one another. But what do we find'! In tho 
HDuse ye,terday he preached a different doc
tr-:.nC' altogether-a class doctrirw. Ho said 
h., was hNe for one purpose, and that pur
pose is to see that the workers get a fai1· 
deal. I want to tell the hon. member 
that he is not the onlv man in thic~ 
Chamber who is prepared tD see that 
the workers get a fair d0al. There are other 
hon. members cxactlv the -;;an1f' as he js in 
that respect. I want "to put the hon. membi'r 
to a test, and see how far he and his col
leagues are prepared to go to g-ive some of 
th<' workers the fair deal tlwy deserYc. 

It is Dnlv neccssarv for me to draw the 
n ttention D.f the hon·. member to the con
dition of affairs existing- at Blair Athol 
to-day, where men are working two or three 
days a fortnight trying to 0arn their li .-in g. 
Ii the hem. memb<:>r is anxious to help these 
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men. there is the opportunity for him to 
do it. 

~lr. Gu:nsox: You help them to get to 
\Yher,~ there is \York. 

:\lr. l\1AX\YELL : It ic- not a question of 
the coal not being Df high-grad0. bec·ausc tho 
raihyay engine-driYers sac it is the but 
steaming coal jn Queensland. 

l\Ir. HARTLEY: It is an evidence of the 
failure Df priYate enterprise to compete with 
Sta-te enterprise. 

Mr. ~L-\X\YELL: I \Yant tD tdl the hon. 
membL'r who has interjected that it is the 
interfprence of State 0nterprise \Yhich is pre
\ cnting, b:v n1cans v~·hich are not cl8an and 
right. a decent con1pany fron1 making a. 
~uCcess of the ,-cnturc. 

}lr. H.,RTLEY: Quit(' clean competition. 

Mr. }L\.X\YELL: I sav unhesitatingly, 
":::\o.'' If I can read bet;Yeen the Iincs. I 
ran >Cc what the game of the GoYernment is 
in that direction. ~\\"hat thev dc,ire to do is 
to make thinrrs so infernallv hard for the 
proprietors of~Blair Athol that in time the 
fiDcst coalmine in Australia will become the 
prop0rty of the State. If the hon. member 
for Ipswich desires to help the \\·orke1·s, as 
he ~aY:' he dcws, thcte is an opportunity for 
him. , There is another opportunity which 
will be g-iYen to him and his fri0nds. I can 
onlv drfny hi~ attention to the Financial 
Sta'r<'nwnt and to the financial stringency 
\Yhich the Treasurer tells m nmY exists. Yet, 
if w0 look at the Estimates. we find that, 
nohYithstancling the statements made by hDn. 
Ineinbcrs opposite, there are increases in a 
g-r0at 1nanv in~tances, \Yhilc th0 basic \Yage 
~annat be paid to the \Yorke,·s in trades and 
callings. 

0PPOSJTIOx }IE:\IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
:\Ir. :\IAXWELL: I call that nothing but 

ln·pocri,,Y. It seems to me that the GoYern. 
n;ent arc prepared to do exactly what th<>y 
blamed the Denham-Barnes Administration 
for doln~-that is, giving certain rises in 
,alarics to highly paid officials and not giving 
the men on the !mY er rung of the ladder 
PYC'n the basic 1vage. I want to n1ake n1y 
position perfectly clear. I believe that the 
nwn who have r<'ceived and deserve· 
7heir incrca$P~ are 'vorthv of recognition; 
but what I object to and· rR>ent very much 
i~ the Trca~u.rer or anv other men1ber of 
the GoYernment coming; to this Chamber and 
saying that owing to the financial stringency 
it is impossible to g-ive a fair deal tD the 
"-orkcrs in trades nnd calling-s while there 
are others to \vhon1 they haYc given increases. 

I have been told that \Vith Baralaba coal 
the fires in the railway eng·ines haY_e to be 
cleaned after runniniT 20 miles, whlle \nth 
the Blair Athol coal ethey can go 230 miles 
,,-ithout ck ming. I am not setting myself 
up a~ a coal expert~ but I arn giYing the 
information I have r0ceived from an expert 
who is using the coal and who knows what 
he is talking' about, and he says that the 
Blair c\thDl c',"oal undDubtedly is the best kind 
of coal. 

:Mr. H.IRTLEY: YDu do not know what you 
arc talking about. 

:\lr. :\IAXIYELL: The Treasurer also 
talked about the unemployment which is ram
pant throughout Queensland to-day. \Vho is 
re''pmlsiblE' for that'? Only th<: G{lvemment. 
\Ye remember the speeches wlnrh they mado 
when tlwy \\·ere in opposition. They 
attacked the members of the Denham-Barnes 
.-\dministration in connectiDn with unemploy-
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ment, and pointed out that ono unemployed 
man ·was a disgrace to any Government; 
but >vhat do we flnd since they g-ot into power 
and had an opportunity to solve the problem? 
The position of affairs to-day in that connec
t ion is more acute than ever. It is disgraceful 
that a Labour Government should be in the 
position in which this Administration finds 
itself to-<hv. \Ye were told that when the 
uncn1ploym'ent insurance scbcn1e came into 
operat·ion it would eliminate all difficulties, 
notwithstandin,.; what \Ye on this side of the 
Chamber told hon. members opposite. Our 
statements were treated with ridicule. Time 
has proved that, at any rate, hon. members 
on the other side have to sit up and take 
notice of some things we say, and have to 
admit that the warnings of hon. members 
here were absolutely correct. 

I want to deal now with the statement 
made b,· the hon. membe1· for Lcichhardt 
_Y('Stcrdu)~ in n_)gard to the ·dcsirablcne.-,8 of 
~ntroducing n, co~opcrative indu~trial sy~L·m 
mto Quoensland. I hayr• a verv vivid 
1·ecollection of the formation of a Building 
Trades Guild in Brisbane, which was such 
a farce and such a failure that it hit up 
the Cowrnmt nt for a good rnanv hundreds 
of pounds. I want to know if it is the 
intomion of the Government to adnmcc the 
taxpayl·r~· n1oney to unions to C'nahlc the1n 
to start in opposltion to priYate enterprise. 
If~''· I sa,- unhesitating!:. that it is on a par 
w1tn the• othc1· methods adopted bv the Go
\'f'l·nnwnt, and that those rnethods ~are bush~ 
rauging inctir"'; in fact, the Goycrnment cro 
further 1han a bushrang-er. Any bushrang~·r 
would lea ,-c ·' ou a shirt and a pair of boots 
to go home in, hut the GovPrnllll'Ilt -.,yj]l 
not lc>n· .. ou even that. In volmnc ex!. of 
"Hamard ., for 1922. pag-e 1314. I find that 
Mr. Elphinstone is reported as having askt•d 
certain questions, tc, which after a oTcat to do 
w0 managed to get replie~. :VIr. Eiphinston~ 
asl·ed the Secretary for Public Lands-

,, It haYing· been acknowledged b,· him 
a~ a f<JC't that there is Ol' \Yas in cxistcnoo 
a Trad0:;: IIall orga11isation known as 
the Building· Trades Guild, which is iu 
debt to tlw Forest S rvice Sa,vmills to 
the extent of .£1,189, will he state-

(1) V\-h,n did the [\-uild start opera
tions'? 

(2) To it indebted to thl' Government 
for am· sum other than £1 189 owirw 
to thP .F'orc~t St~ryicc Sawrr;ills: if sO.., 
to ''"l1at an1onnt? ' 

(3) On ,,-hat date or dates was the 
liability of £1,189 incurred? 

(4) \\'hat sum ha.-e the Fore't S ·nice 
Sawmills received from tho guild? 

(5) \Yhat steps arc being- taken to 
rec:oYer the mnount owing? 

(6) Is the gnilrl still conducting actin• 
opcratiow~ '? 

(7) I.f so, are theY still obtaining sup
pht'S frorn the For0st St~rYice Sa\Y
mills, and on what terms? 

(8) Can he g·i,-c any reason for the 
guild's inability to n1c0t its obliga
tions?'' 

The i':ECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS, in th · absence 
of the Sccrotar:,· for .Public Lanrls, replied

" The 1_1011. m~·mber is wrong. I did 
not mention a Trn:dc~ IIall organisation. 

" 1. I cannot say. 
"2. Xot that I am aware of. 
" 3. From April to December, 1921. 

Hon. members will observe the contradictorv 
nature of the statements. First o£ all, the 
~1ini.ter said that he \Vas not aware that 
any mone:y was owing by this Building Trades 
Guild, and then he admit,; that the liability 
·was incurred hehn:·en certain dat:<s. The
rest of the answer is as follows :-

'' 4 . .£578 5s. 6cl. 
"5. The affairs of dw guild are in 

the hands of the Public Curator, with 
whom the Forest Senice has lodged a 
claim. 

"6. :"\o. 
" 7. See answer to :\'o. 6. 
" 8. This question should b? addressed 

to the secretary of the· :;·uild." 

I do not know whether the hon. member for· 
Lrichhurdt desires to establi'h guilds on 
similar lines to that. 

[11 a.m.] 
Although I ha.-e not much faith in the 

GoYcrnntent) I have faith in a fe1-v hon. mcin
bcrs opposite- to know that they are not going 
to stand for anv more of that kind of thing. 
There is nothing to prevent a body of men
all honour and all credit to them-starting
a business of their ovrn, but it i." wrong for 
the Governn1cnt to !'poonfct>d n, nu1nber of 
individuals who desire to do anything like 
that. 

~fr. FoLEY: Thm1 we must be spoon
feeding the farmers to-day. 

::\lr. ::VIAX\YELL: What is \nong· with 
that., The fannem ha Ye practically been 
mined by droug·bts and JH'sts and by this 
Government. That l1eing the case, they have 
a perfect right to be assi>.ted. \Ye haYe a 
perfect right to do all ,,-e can fm· the man 
on the land, because he and his family are 
,~.1crifwing tbcn1sclves to rnake living better 
for people in the city. 

The Treasurer's attitude in connection with 
the 1H"oposf d increm~cd starnp duty is a YC'rv 

paltrv attitt<de. It ,corns to me that the 
GoYf';·nnlCnt. have got right do\Yll to the 
le west depths when tlwy arc increa ,ing the 
penny ~tarnp duty on f'hequc., with a vie\\"'" 
tn hitting the business man. Does the· 
Trea~urer rcal,isc hi~ respon6ibilities? Do 
he ancl his colleagues know \Yhcrc this State 
i,·; drifting'? The 1_\·casurer's Financial 
Statement was .a most doleful f\tatemcnt, 
and I can quiin understand hon. n1C111bers 
opposite appearing doleful about it, because 
it i2- a, calamitous do12urucnt. Does the 
Tn'a~nrel' r,~alisP where this State is ·drifting· 
under th<' bnPden of he:tvY taxation, all 
'"ith a Yiew to t·nxing individuals right out 
of business? \Yha t for? To encourage a 
"-stem which has failed. I would like to ask 
1],,, hon. member for IpSYYirh ,y}wt would be 
his po ition if he w('nt to a bank manager 
with a balance-sheet like the balance-sheet 
in connection \Yith the State enterprise' 9 

\\'ould he he able to com·ince that bank 
manager that his busineo:.s.s \vas on a sound 
financial basis? I venture to say that if he 
aitompted to do so. the bank manag·er would 
g·ct someone from Goodna to come down and' 

r-ake the hon. g·pntlcman in charge. The 
financial positio11 is appalling. and the pity 
of it· is that the Government havP not risen 
to the responsibilities of their position. The 
hon. nwm be;· for W arrego told us that certain 
conditions \"~:ere obtaininQ· because of thn 
locking up of money thr~ugh the exchange 
position, nnd then he indulged in a reg-ular 
tirade of abuse against institutions that 

Mr. Maxwell.] 
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hel1JC'd the Govcrnn1cnt \Vhen they "'~ero in 
tro;_dJii'. 

2\Ir. BEDFORD: I did not abuse them at 
all. I gave the figures, which wore sufficient 
abnsc•. 

2\Ir. :1IAX\YELL: The hon. gentleman's 
COlnmc-n1~ during his speef'h 'iYould lead anv 
1nan of ordinar: intellig·ence to believe tha~t 
he was endeavoiu·ing to damage those institu
iion:-.. If the hon. gentlPnlan 1nadc such 
'tiltemcnb outside he would probably be 
giYC'll an OJ> 1)ori_unity of lJroving then1. 
~h. BEDFORD: I ha·.·o 1nitten and signed 

that statement oustidc. 

:1Ir. ~IAX\VELL: It is all very well £m
the hon. g·entleman to say tha( but the 
ciocument that he sig·npcl ·does not carrv the 
weig·ht with some people that it seerns to 
carry with a sec'lion in this Chamber. 

:'llr. BEDFORD: Tlw newspaper in which 
jr was print('d carrie..,_ ,,nffit·iC'nt weight to 
l1P Jll'C ::;cented for criminal libel. 

~Ir. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman in 
1\:ritim . .!;· in the Sydney "Bulletin" on 3rd 
May, l923. said,_:__ · 

"For reasons of long-liYccl and still 
1·ol'u~t :;:eutiment I am soiT\ to hear the 

• BullC't in' joining a chofus of such 
'\'\Tetchl•d YoicPs as tlw S_vdll<'y ' :Morning 
IIPralcL' tltP · ... A.rgus,' and thoir srnaller 
political in1itations." 

:'dr. BEllFOHTl: Wh,, did the ''Bulletin" 
join ,,-ltlt thosl' other 'pctpcrs. 

1lr. :\L\XWF:LL: I will tell the hon 
gentleman why. Because it realised the 
po~ition c f afl"uirs that \Vas being brought 
:J.bont by " Labom· Governnwnt. and because 
ic realised that it was not in the best 
intCl'e,ts of Australia to have a Labour 
GoYcrnmcnt .. 

:'llr. BEDFOHD: That i<> not so. 

1lr. 1IAX\YELL: There mav be others 
·who ugrPe that. tlu:.' hon. 111en1bcr for ~,..arrego 
possesses the ccq:a bilitie;; of a financier. I 
kno\Y that the hon. gPntleinan ls an author, 
a poc•t. and a company promoter. but I have 
:n•t to learn that h0 is a competent financier. 
Jml~ing· by his speoches in this Chamber, 
it cannot lw claimed that he is. The hon. 
gcntlf'rnan rom0s into thi-.: Chamber and 
asserts that he is competent to tell the Oppo
sition and thP ccuntr.v that good has been 
dDlll' b,- tlw Labour GoYernment and that 
the fin~ncial i~stitutions are resp'onsible for 
the great Jo.,cs that have been sustained b,
thi, Go.-ornment. The hon. gentleman took 
to ra&k a nu m bcr of pioneers of this rount.rv. 
>riw did Letter work than he e.-er rlirl in 
pioneering the western parts of the State, 
n11d blazing the track for him and others. 
In the ··Bulletin'' of 24th .Januarv 1924 
iu n•ply to a staten10nt· mnde bv t'he hon: 
member for \Yan·ego, " Damper·, says:-

·' Verily this was the live ass kicking 
the dead lion.'' 

That wa .. the opinion of the "Bulletin" at 
that time. On 31st J anuarv, 1924. Mr. 0. C. 
Cabot. in the " Bulletin" ~ays :-

" BPdforcl is an ass. and the foal of an 
.ass." · 

Thfr. BEDFORD: TheY are mv own words 
in. conneetion with :\1;. Cabot.· 

Mr. ~IAXWELL: The hon. gentleman 
poses as a financial expert, and endeavours 
to take up the <'udgels on behalf of this 
spendthrift Government. The "Bulletin" of 

[Jlr. Jlaxwell. 

8th ::'\ o;-ember, 1923. in 'peak in; of Ql!eens
lanr1 said:-

" Cnder Thoodore's rule the riche5t 
of tl'e six States secured the lowest place 

. for railway carning.s, the lowest for -area 
under cultiYation in pror)Qrtion to popula
tion, the lowe"-t for JH'ooTe:3s in tnanuf.ac
tures. and the lowest f~r the size oi the 
\Yodters' sharP of factor;· output. It 
ca1n0 lowest saYc or.p foi· it~ rontribution 
per head to the common or federal fund, 
and lo'' e-"t save two for savings bank 
depo~its per hc•ad. top place for unem
ployed and top place but one for debt .. , 

The hem. member for \\-arrego is quite 
an frzit l,vith the n1anner in which the 
editor of the "Bulletin" dealt 1vith him. It 
did not take him long· to answrr the hon. 
rrterrlbcr for \Yarrego. berause- in the sanlE" 
edition of the ''Bulletin" he savs amongst 
other things:- · 

'· The thret,clbare talc about Queensland 
l1av!ng so .:1n1rh more rnilway in propor
tion to population than othN States is 
irrelevant." 

The hon. member for \Van·e.go 1vas taking 
up the cudgels on behalf of his Government 
end attempting to excuse them for their 
spendthrift policy, for their waste of mone.v 
in State enterprises and general maladnnn
istration, and for allowing the railways to 
drift into the financial abyss that they have 
done. The hon. member IHOto in .-ery 
flowery language. It looked Yery nice. and 
I was beginning to think that there 1vas 
something in his argument until I read the 
reply of his critic, who went on to say-

" The point is that, 1vhPther larg0 or 
small, Dcnham and Co. made it the best 
paying· systen1 i11 Australia. and Ryan, 
Thcodore. and Co. made it the worst. 
the slump starting with their first year. 
"\Vestralia has more rail·way per inhabi
tant. yet produces better results. The 
other figures .arc mere verbiage.'' 

In dealing >Yith the question of repudia
tion, the article says--

" Of course. as Mr. Bedford .'a .vs. ' no 
lea"e was broken,' if smashing the rent 
con:'nant int-o atoms \Vasn't brea.kage. 
And, of course, Denham meant to do the 
same thing, if Mr. Bedford says so, the 
Federal Chief Justice having apparently 
resumed ba1· practice sufficiently to 
advise on the matter. Queensland, in 
1921-1922, raised more than twice as much 
land rc.-cnue per head as the Australian 
a vera go (£2 Os. 3d. against an Australian 
a.-erage of 17s. 5d.) as the result of its 
repudiation, but it had the usual dofictt, 
and the game didn't seem to pay, after 
all. 

" I wonder if Mr. Bedford thinks he is 
doing his patron any good by hjs figures. 
and I wonder if Mr. Theodore thinks 
Mr. Bedford is doing him any good.'' 

r, it anv IVOncler that I in mv humble capa
city in· this Chamber doubt the financial 
abilitY of the hon. member for \\' arrego 
after ·a paper which he nses so much of late 
deals with him in such a vilifying way? 
\Vhatover opinion we may have of the hon. 
member's literary attainments, \H.'" cannot 
accept him as a financial critic. (Laughter.) 

I have here some pamphlets that were 
issued by tlw present Administration during 
that wonderful tinw in 1915 1vhen we wer<e 
going to have upon this earth a new heaven 
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and a new ''arth if thev were returned to 
power. A Labonr GoYen1n1ent were returned 
to power. How have they kept their pro· 
n1iscs '? 

:\Ir. BEDFORD: And thev continue to be 
returned ; hence your tears: 

Mr. :\IAX\YELL: I believe the hon. mem. 
her is going to be their " J onah." 

Hon. :\1. J. KIRWAX: Can you imagine the 
"·hale swallowing him? (Laughter.) 

:\lr. ::VIAX\VELL: The hon. gentleman 
knows more about him apparently than I 
do, and he probably will be able to tell him 
mor<.' than I can on that point. 

The CHAIIDL\::\" : Order ! Order! I ask 
the hon. m em her to confine his remarks to the 
Chair. 

:\h. :\L\X\YELL: I will do so, Mr. 
Pollork. I am sorn. I intended to add re&' 
mvself to the Chair; but I v.as drawn off the 
track. I huve a pamphlet here which is 
headed-

" THE HIGH CosT OF Lrvrxo. 
''\\"no IS TO BLDIE ?" 

This pamphlet was issued bv "E. G. Theo
dore and J. Filwlly for the Campaign Com
mittee of the Queensland Labour Party." 
This pamphlet states-

.. The cost of living is constantly on the 
lncrea~e. The increased prices affect the 
eon1monest necessaries of life, such aa 
nwat. sugar, bread. fish, flour, butter, 
kero~enc. boots, clothes, and rent. 

'' ::\Ieat.-The price of meat is regu
lated and influenced bv the squatters, 
the big butchers, and the controllers of 
the beef trust. All these people are 
staunch Liberals. The Liberal Minister 
for Agriculture ferwntly hoped that the 
price of n1eat would go on increasing! 

'' Sugar.-Ordinarily the price of sugar 
is fixed by the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company. All the directors of the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company and 
all the shareholders arc thick and thin 
mpporters of the Liberals. 

" Flour and Bread.-The price of flour 
is fixed by the ::Vliilers' Association; and 
the price of bread is fixed by the Master 
Bakers' A>soeiation. Both these bodies 
are emphatically Liberal in their 
politics. 

'' Rents.-Housing accommodation m 
the tmvns and cities is mostlv in the 
hands of wealth·: landlords ,;·ho hii've 
raised rents unmercifull~·. Rack-renting 
landlords are all Liberals. 

.. l\1orf' Housing.-..:\.. few years back, 
the Rail way Department established a 
sawmill, and the proi1ts of the first year 
almost covered the capital cost. \Yorkers' 
dwc1Engs are very largelv being erected 
on evcrv side, but the Liberal Govern
ment w'ill not. construct them by day 
labour and suppl~· the timber from a 
State sawmill. That would cheapen the 
cC\st and interfere \Yith the huge profits 
of the timber ring and the contractors 
and builders who are Liberal stalwarts. 

" Fish.-The price of fish is con· 
trolled by a fish ring. They ha vo been 
the cause of manv boat loads of fish 
being thrown into" the sea in order to 
keep up the prices. The members of 
the fish ring are blatant opponents of 
the Labour party." 

\V e have harl an experi0nce of this Go
vernment dabbling in the frsh business, and 
they struck stinking fish when they struck 
that business. vVe all know that their ven
ture in this direction was not a success. The 
Gorernment were honest in abandoning that 
enterprise. but thev ha vo not been honest in 
continuing other enterprises that were worse 
~ven than that enterprise. Then they ask 
rn tins pamphlet--

" \YHAT IS THE REASOX? 
" Middlemen, manipulators, and 

cornPrers, and the members of rings and 
trusts are those who arc mainly respon
sible for increased prices.. And these 
individuals arc the backbone of the 
Liberal party. 

" From a purely impartial point of 
view, don't you think it remarkable that 
all of these people arc bitterly opposed 
to Labour. Doesn't the fact require 
explanation 9 In the old days \Yhen 
therp \Vas no Labour party the food 
monopolists and their brethren fought 
amongst each other und0r various leaders. 
To-day thm·e is a Labour party fighting 
for the rights of every citizen." 

'I'hc people know that there is a Labour 
party! The unemployed know that the con
ditions a., existing to-day are far worse than 
in 1915. They ask for bread and are offered 
a cigar. (Laughter.) The pamphlet goes 
on-

" To-day there is a Labour pa.rty fight
ing for the rights of every citizen; and 
the power of the Press, the power of 
monopoly, and the power of money are 
ranged against them. The ' Courier' and 
' 'l'elegra ph' no longer take opposite 
sides, and the erstwhile followers of 
Griffith and l\1ci!wraith are unanimous 
in agreeing 1 o oppose the cause of 
Labour. 

"Don't you lhirrk this extraordinary? 
Have vou ever reasoned the matter out? 
After ·all, the reason is clear. It is. 
this-

'l'he Labour party will endeavour to 
cheapen the cost of living by attacking 
the causes of high prices; 

By regulating trusts and combines;: 
By destroying injurious monopolies; 
By putting in jail the cornerer of 

supplies; 
By preventing the destruction of 

wholesome food; and 
By establishing better methods of 

fruit distribution." 
Mr. TAYLOR: \Vho wrote that? 

l\1r. MAXWELL: It says-
" Compiled by E. G. TlwDdore anrl .J. 

A. Fi.helly for the Campaig-n Committee 
of the Queensland Labour Party. If you 
want to keep down the cost of living 
vote for the Labour candidate." 

'vVhat do Knibbs's "Commonwealth Statis
tics" say? That :from July, 1914. up to tlw 
present time the increase in the eost of 
living in Queensland amounts to 54.2 per 
cent. This increase is the second highest of 
any State in the Commonwealth. I want to 
show the hypocrisy of these people who would 
lead us to believe that thev do not believe in 
hypocrisy. " 

Mr. CoLLIXR: Buranda gave you your reply 
the other night. 

Mr. Maxwell.] 
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Mr. MAX\YELL: Another pamphlet says

" LrBER.\LlS~!"s CoxSPICJ:OcS CouRAGE. 

" HOW 1'HE DEXI!.Ul GO\"ERNMENT FACED 
THE GREAT CRISIS. 

" The A.rt of P: cfercncc Scientifically 
Dn·dopcd. 

" On0 woultl imagine that the wealthy 
squatter and landholder would have been 
made tD pay their >hare. J'\Dt so. 'The 
<Jnly solution the hopclc,s Dcnham Go
vernment could fmd was to stop all 
increases to public servants. In regard 
io the highly-paid civil servants this wab 
.a reasonable policy, although in itself 
quite inadequate. In so far as thB badly
pa.id men and women were cDncerned
those who had scarcely a living wage
it was a cruel policy." 

I wonder if the 'Treasurer and his colleagues 
are listening' These arc the pamphlets they 
circulated vet the condition of affairs to-day 
is wDrse 'th.an it was during the Denham
Barnes regime. 

Hon. M. J. KmwAK: Nothing of the kind. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Men cannot get the basic 
wage tD-day, and, irrespective of what the 
Assistant Minister savs, the cost of hvmg 
was considerablv lower then than it is to-day, 
while the spending power of the sov, reign 
was considerably greater. It is just as well 
t,hat we should remind hon. members that 
we have such pamphlets as these to show that 
thev are nDt doing thDse things which they 
promised. \Ye have an example in the Esti
mates which were tabled last week, where 
increases are being given to a section _of 
public servants-which are deserved-while 
the unfortunate man Dn the bDttom rung of 
:the ladder cannot get the basic wag-e SD that 
he can enjoy reasonable comfDrts of life. 

They go on to say-
" \\' e find, however. on close inquiry, 

that the Denham-Barnes Government had 
no intention of penalising their highly
paid friends, and the increments were 
only rdused thDse on moderate salaries." 

And then they go on .and give the list ?f 
those who received certain mcreases m 
salaries. They practically said to those men 
and women who were the voters of Queens
land, " If you put I.!S in, there is going to be 
nothing like that in the future." Yet we 
find the same thing that they attributed to 
the Barnes-Denham GDvernment going on 
:to-dav. I want tD know what .attitude the 
Govei·nment now take in the face of those 
statements made at the hustings. 

My friend the hon. member for Bowen 
interject-ed a few moments ago that the 
people of Buranda gave m0 their answer. 
If the people of Buranda are satisfied with 
a Government such as this, I have nothing· 
to say to them. but I want to say to the 
people of Buranda and of Queensland that 
the longer the Government continue in power 
the worse the positiDn becomes. 'That is not 
only my ovinion, but the opinion of the 
workers' bible-the Sydney " Bulletin." 

Mr. \V RIGHT: Rot! 
Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: The monopolists' 

bible. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Hon. members opposite 
go to the Melbourne "Age " and the Mel
bourne '· Argus " for extracts to suit them
;;;elves, and now, because I am going tD quote 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

something that the "Bulletin'' says. the~ 
sa: that paper is no good. It is no good 
because it has found thi' GoYernment to be 
nD good-because it has found this GO\·ern· 
mont is ruining the best State in the Com
monwealth of Australia. \Ye have it from 
the Treasurer and his able lieutenant. the 
Secr,ctarv for Public Lands. that we have 
Teached the limit, and that it is impossible to 
give the basic wag£' tD certain 1nen in certain 
departments. But it is not impossible lo gin> 
the _\gent-General an increase of £250 or tD 
increase the salaries of certain other men. 
Under the caption, " Some Consequences of 
the Thoodore Government," the "Bulletin" 
of 19th April, 1923, said-

" Queensland has had many rousing 
('Xpcriences during its eight year,, of 
Th<'ocloreism. It had the 'Townsville 
Red insurrection' ; the l\1ount Morgan 

strike; the 'darg,' or \vhateYer it migl11 
be called, hich stopped the copper 
industry; the great rage of 'Theodore 
when London people refused tD trust the 
Government with another £9,000,000; the 
Yankee IDan, and Paul Freeman. But 
of genuine prosperity it has had none, 
and during Theodore's time it isn't likely 
to have any." 

It is not I who say that. 
Mr. T.nLOR: But yDu believe it. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I certainly do. 
Mr. \;I,'RIGHT: ::'\o one would suggest that 

you did not. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: I have further quota
tions from the "Bulletin," and I think it is 
just as well that they should be quDted. It 
is a most unfair thing that it should go out 
from this Chamber that the Government are 
in their present position owing to the war
they had a war some time ago ; they dropp-ed 
that, and now they attribute the position to 
financial stringency. \Yith a view to keeping 
the blinds over the eves of the unfortunate 
workers, they say that it is usential to mn
trol the financial institutions of the Com
monwealth-that to do SD it is necessarv tD 
put a Labour GoYernment in power in. the 
Fedora! arena. I say that it would be a 
case of " God help Australia " if men like 
that g;ot on the 'Tr-easury benches of the 
Federal Parliament. 

l\1r. COLLTNS: It would be a case of "God 
bless Australia." 

Mr. l\IAXWELL: We must proftt by their 
example, because all we have to do is to 
examine their v:orks. 'Those works show 
that in the expenditure of money b:, the 
Government them has been a wilful waste. 
It is all vcrv well for the hon. m0mber for 
Ipswich to t~ke up the cudgels on behalf of 
the Government a.nd to point out that the 
State enterprises haYe been a success. That 
is all twaddle. I remember that, when the 
Treasurer "\Yas asked questions in rcga rd to 
those indu.·hios, he said that in face of 
their experience anC\ of certain information 
received thev would han• to rcconsidex the 
system. In·· deal{ng with the question of 
cost they haYe put tb0ir fingers on the pulse 
of the whole thing. But the question of cost 
does not matter tD them. \Vhether the 
money is squandered or not does not matter. 
'The GoYermnent arc up against a dead-end. 
Not only are the Theodore Government pass
ing through the phase of altering their 
opinions. but thP same lhing was experienced 
before by William Kidston; Peter Airey 
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-experienced it; AndreYY Fisher experienced 
it. 

JI.Ir. CoLu:xs: Andreyy Fioher yyas a true 
sticker to the Labour moyement. 

2\Ir. MAXWELL: Then YYhy did the~· 
xefuw to endorse him as a Labour candidate 
on the other side of the world'? It is no good 
talking that way. Andrew Fisher then "as 
not the Labour man he usPd to be. 

J'\fr. COLLI:X8: HP wa· one of the finest 
Labour men that Australia cYer produced. 

2\ir. MAX\YELL: The Gm·ernment should 
wakt' up to a sense of their responsibility 
.111d face the financial position fairly and 
<::.quarely, and not con1e here and say, " \Ye 
,,-ant to haYe the right to borrow another 
£9,000.000. \Ye want to get as much money 
as we can to throw into the sink." B~· doing 
that they arc only hindering the finc··t State 
in the Co1nnwnwealth of Australia. The 
" Builetin" of 3rd J anuarv. 1924, in an 
article dealing with the Queensland railways 
. .and finance, says-

" Queensland has £25.000.000 of old 
debt to renew within a couple of years, 
and it is only going to be renewed at a 
greatly increas-ed rate of interest. The 
burden which thi;; represents is so heavy 
that there should be a cessation of bor· 
rowing for new works until the State 
has grown in population and wealth. In 
addition to the 5.905 miles of railwavs 
already existing, th,re were (in 1922-23! 
.574 miles under construction. Surely. 
for a population of 800.000. this thing 
for the present has gone far enough! 
When 800,000 peopln owe £88.005.001. or 
about £110 per heau. and their interest 
bill eats up nearly 30 per cent. of the 
public revenue and about £23 per annum 
of the income of evE'ry head of a family. 
there should be no need to preach a 
homily on the HC'ed for pulling up. The 
abyss that lies ahead should do that wry 
effectively." 

The " red pamphlets " issued by the 
-Theodore·Fihelh combination of 1915 pointed 
ont the suppo-ed defects and errors of pre. 
vious Governint,nts. and the hon. n1C'nllwr for 
\Yarrogo termed the position a "bad old 
legacy" left to Labour b, ]HeYious Aclminis· 
trations. Qucensla11d O\YPS a g1·e<:J.l' de>al to 
thme former GoYernmcnts. \YhC'n they were 
in po\ver, prior to the ConimonvY,'alth taklag 
ove1· the post and telegraph and telellhone 
sen-ices tlwy had the rosponsibility of cany· 
ing on and developing tho3c~ .-;en~ic 's-and 
their urcumulated loan cxpeiH1iture \YU:" onl,J 
.£52,000,000. 

I have a Yivid recollection of the occasion 
,;·hen Sir Thomas l\Idhn·ai:t,h wanted to 
:;:.eenrr- a certain lonn and \Yns 1 nrJY cl clcnYn. 
fTc tlid not r1·~~ or groan OYCl' it. but he took 
hi::-: gntr-1. 

~fr. COLLIK~: Y~ou al~o have a recollection 
of the bank smash of 1893. 

l\fr. MAXWELL: This Go1·cmment will 
p1·cntnally haYe to take from tlH· p oplo of 
QuccnRla~d a far h:orse n nd 11101'0 l!oisonou:s 
dosf' than had Sir Thomas :\Icilwrmth when 
he failed to secure that loan. 

That is one side of the issue. This pamphl t 
pointe<i out to the people of Queensland that 
up till 1915 prc'vious Go,·ernnJPnts had spent 
£52,000,000 of loan money, and th0n during 
nino yf'ars of Labour they thc-mselYes 
increased it to £88,000,000, and, as the hon. 

member for \Yindsor pointed out ye&terday, 
I would not be a bit surprised 

[11.30 a.m.] if they squander another 
£20,000.000 and brought the 

public debt to on'r £100.000.000 before long. 
I wonder if the Goyernment realise that we 
arc a small popnlat<'d State. Some hon. 
members on the other side haY<' said we are 
calami!~' howl0rs. If tho definition of 
'' calarnit:,~ ho,;y·Jer" is a person who points 
out the dangl1l'OU~ traps then"' are for this 
GoYC'rmnont to fall into, and who points out 
to tlL' GoYcn11nent the wrong· way they aro 
g·oing-if that is the -definition of ·' calamitv 
hmdPr''-all right. Who is the b.-tter judge 
of \Yhc~ t is rc·quirecl and how h control tlw 
busiitC:-:iS of a con1munib~ such as this, and 
who better to advise, if it is not the business 
man and the 11nancier? \V hat did the leader 
of the GoYPrnrnent do? I have a viYiJ 
recollection that, when it was su~rgested that 
~r. Fihelly should be appoi1lted Agent
General, hon. members opposit<' said tlwt 
Mr. Fih:•lly possessed the wh0le of the quali . 
ficai:ions necessary for an Agent-Ge-neral 
because he would be able to deal with the 
renewal of loanc, and the flotation of loans 
as he had had business ex]wrience. \Vhat 
happened'? The Treasurer-and rightly too
l am not f'·1ding· fault with him-went home 
to consult with the ilnanciers and the busi
ness n1en, and he was successfuL 

JYir. COLLIXS: Don't cry over it. 

Mr. 2\1AXWELL: I am not crying. The 
hon. member for Bowcn 1s one of the 
wail('rs. 

Hon. l\L J. KrRWAN: He is not a wailer. 

Mr. MAXWELL : I-Ie is one of the wailers 
who did not like it, but I am Yery glad to say 
he \Yas .. tuned up," and at thP present time 
he sings a little bit better. I was om' of 
those who, when the Treasurer went away, 
wished him PYery success. I congTatulated 
him whun he came back, and I was sincere 
in my congratulations. 

Mr. ('OLL!Xs: ·what~ After sending the dele· 
gation that retarded the progress of Queens
land; 

Mr. MAXWELL: There is one thing that 
was stopped. and that was the waste of monev 
that wcL; to hav boon spem in the hon. mcn1-
brr's electmate in connection with the State 
iron and steel worb. I reallv and trulv do 
not kno•• '"hat has become o{ the' gentlernan 
>~·ho YYas appointed to deal with thar matter. 
This .. red" pamphlet says-

" Loans rna:v be ver·"~ necessary for repro
ductive ''ark, but is it any wonder that 
our publie dPbt amm:nts to £52.000.0C1. 
and that our d0bt per hc,ad of our popu· 
lation is over £80 "" 

Xo,Y, it is !-'till going strong and soaring very, 
yer.' high. In the same pamphlet they say-

" Just ponder on the a wfnl stupiditY 
of a policy that permits of receiving about 
£1LOCO,OOO of money, paying back in 
Jnten•M, sixteen and a-half millions. and 
still owing just about £12,000.000. That 
is the sort of Liberal finance that caused 
the gTeat bank slllash of 1893." 

I do not subsc>ribe to that statement. I wi'h 
we had a GoYernment wch as that on the 
Treasury benches to·day. But, taking them 
on tlh'ir own statement. with this example of 
so·called Liberal mismanagement as a warn· 
ing. is it not a wonder that they did not 
take heed and conduct the gm·ernment of tho 
country in such a way as not to bring 

Mr. Maxwell.] 
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.about the present state of affairs to-dav? 
They said, ''It is the producer who pays ai1d 
the worker who suffers." \Ve know t.hat ven 
well, and there is no need for me to enlarge 
on it. 

Now I come to this imposition of what 
iJ looked upon as a paltrv tax. I 6a v the 
duplication of the stamp ch~ty is an infamous 
tax. It is getting at the business man all 
i he tin1e, and, vvhen tho Trca:3nrer is in 
straightened circumstances and desires to 
replenish the Treasury to carry on his wild
cat schemes and State entNprises that are 
not paying, w.hom does he go to·~ He goes 
t0 the business man ; he goes to the so-called 
capitalists and financial institutions for 
money, and he does not talk then-he is very 
very quiet then-about what he is going t~ 
do. But at the Emu Park Labour ConYen
tion in March, 1923, in connection with the 
"Red Objcct,ivo" and the socialisatiun of the 
means of product,ion, clistribution. and 
exchange, Mr .. J. V. :\IacDonald-whom I 
take to be ex-Senator I\1acDonald-said-

' · There ,,·ere~ 'va.:v~s of getting their 
ends by way of taxation of driving 
capitalists out of the business." 

And Mr. Theodore said-
" They were all aiming at one objec~ 

tive. although thev might h>tvo different 
ideas of the way 'of obtaining it." 

I ask the Treasurer ,if this increase in the 
&tamp duty is one of the wa.ys he has of 
doing it? I say here and now that the busi
ness community are practically strangled, 
and in making that statement I am not a 
calamity howler. I am a man who has been 
in business and I know the position; and 
there is no man more conversant with the 
position of affairs to-dav than the Treasurer. 
He has mixed up with the financiers in Eng
land. and he knows the exact position of 
a.ffairs. The Secretary for Public Lands has 
told us so, and there is no need for me to 
stress that point. The Treasurer and the 
Secretary for Public Lands have both stressed 
it. and 'in the face of that, the Treasurer, 
after delivering his Financial Statement, 
moved-

" That towards making good the sup
plies necessary to defray His Majesty's 
public expenses and making an addition 
to the public revenue-

There bo charged. levied, collected, 
>tnd P.aid stamp duty of the amount 
followmg :-

On every Bill of Exchange pa;ablo 
on demand or at sight, or on prosen
tation,, or in which no time for pay
ment IS expressed, the sum of two
pence.. in lieu of the sum of one 
penny presently dwrgea.ble on every 
such Bill of Exchange." 

Is that ono of tlw meane of getting at the 
individuals through taxation? The Govern
ment taxation is unbearable. Men with their 
homes in the various local authority areas 
arc ta.xed right up to the hilt, and the Trea
surer and others oppoAite have said " It is 
the worker who suffers; it is the producer 
who pays." H we get right down to bed
rock, they pay all the time. It is not a 
Finan~ial Sta tcment such as the one 
delivered by the Treasurer the other day 
that we as a Parlia,ment want. V.'u want a 
Financial Sta t<>ment that is going to inspire 
the people; one that is going to give to the 
people, not only in this State but in the 
Commonwealth and to the people overseas 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

the confiden~c that is so neccssarv so that 
we shall be able to say to them, "We have 
sufficient confidence in our own country and 
in ourselves. \Ye think it is the greatest 
country upon the face of the earth." Instead 
of that, a funeral dirge such as the Finan
cial Statement is presented to us. I certainly 
hope that wiser counsels will prevail in the, 
( 'abinet; that Ministers will see the error of 
their ways, and that they will see that thB 
taxation heaped upon the business man, the 
pastoralist, and the commercial man is 
becoming absolutely unbearable. I do not 
know whether the Treasurer ha,s received 
anv intimation from the Chambers of Com
mcr~e objecting to this tax, but I am in a 
position to say that the Chambers of Com
merce throughout the length and breadth of 
Qu,eens]and object to it. Of ~ourse we may 
have it said by hon. members on the other 
side that it is only a sma,ll thing; but it is 
the last straw that breaks the camel's back, 
aud not only that, but it retards advance
ment and faiis to give that confidence in the 
countrv that is so essential. Go to vour 
ar~hite~ts and contract<Jrs! Ask your ai·chi
tccts how many plans for buildings they have 
on their desks. How is it possible for people 
to ill'>cst their money in a State such as this 
-when they arc going to get taxation on 
taxation, which is going to tax their busi
ness and tax their property out of thei1· 
hands? Unless the Government wake up and· 
realise their r,esponsibilitiP,, irrespective of 
the militant section that is driving them 
forward and driving this State to destruc
tion-unless they do that I am very much 
afraid that the p0ople of this State will be 
in for a most terrible time, and the position 
of unemployment will not be what it is. 
to-day. but men will be walking the streets 
and walking the State of Queensland by the 
thousan~l looking for something to try and 
keep their bodies and souls together. 

:\fr. WRIGHT (Rulimba): I desire to con
~ratulnie the Tr('asurer on the Statement he 
nrrR presented setting out the finances of the 
State and showing a &mall surplus. However 
small that surplus may be, it means that 
Labou,· as a Government has been able to 
~arry out the financial obligations of the 
countrv on so11nd lines, despite the criticism 
,,-hich has bePn hurled across the Chamber 
by hon. members opposite during the last 
fpw days that we are a spendthrift Goyern
mcnt. \Vhen one takes into consideration 
the difficulties which have beset all Govern
ment<. particularly during the past two years, 
'"e are all forced to admit that the Treasurer 
is deserving of congratulation on being able 
to live up to expectation and show a surplus. 

During- the debate a considerable amount 
of time chas bcC'n taken up by hon. members 
<>pposit~ in discussing the position of the 
public debt of Queensland. They have in
ferred that our public debt has been increased 
in alarming proportions. Personally, I am 
not much concerned with the growth of the 
public debt so far as it has gone in Queens
land, a·· I am optimistic enough to realise 
that the State has sufficient assets and poten
tialities to ,enable it to carry an even much 
greater public debt than we are carrying at 
the present time, although I realise that it 
is a matter in which great care should be 
exercised, and that the growth of popula
tion also should oo taken into account. The 
fact that the public debt of Queensland has 
been dealt with by so many Opposition 
members led me to take the trouble to make· 
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a. con1pari~on of the growth of our public 
debt with that of the orher States of Aus
tralia. The only comparisons I have been 
able to make are for the vears 1921-22. 1922-
23, and I challenge hon. ·members oppo,ite 
to d(~nv their accnracv. I have taken then1 
from tlw " A B C ,;f Statistics Df Queen"· 
land," which are eompilcd by the Regi:,trar
Gcnoral. and I ha,·c compared them with 
the> f1g·ure>s re>lating- to the public debts of 
the ntrious States of c\nshalia. 

For the vear 1921-22 the increase in tlw 
public debt· in Qucencland "''" smaller than 
the increase in eith01· Xcw South \Vales. 
Yietoria. \Yf'otnn Australia, m South Aw•
tralia. I will giYc the rcspcctiye increase•::;~ 

Sta tc. Increase. 
£ 

Victoria 9,462,850 
Xew South \Yalcs '7,083,169 
South Au,tralia 7,100.008 
\Vestern Australia 3,526,076 
Qncmsland 2,313, 773 

The .increase in the public· debt per head of 
population, which appears to IUO to be a 
iaircr ·waY to ~;how the ccnnparison, \York~ 
DUt as follov s ·-

State. 

South Australia 
W cstcrn Australitt 
·victoria 
Tasmania 
~"w South \YalPs 
Queensland 

Public debt per 
head of 

population. 
£ s. rl. 

11 6 4 
6 2 5 
4 5 9 
2 2 6 
1 12 7 
0 2 9 

EYcry State in the Comn1onwealth shcnn; an 
increase, which is quite natural, and it is 
not peculiar to any country, particularly 
"·her,, there is much undeYPioped land. The 
figures I haYe qnot01l show that ont· GO\-ern
mcnt ar•J seize>d with the fact that thcv haYc 
a large territory with a mere handful of 
people, and ar0 spending arrording to the 
abilit) of the people lo meet tlw additional 
interest charge. I want. to go " little furthet· 
and sho'y the an1ount of the incrca~cd intere_,t 
c·harg-e on sonw Df the public debts of the'C' 
States. The incrPasPd interest charges for 
the samP vear for three of the States arc U:-5 
follows:-· 

Queensland 
~<::w South \Yales 
Victoria 

The increased interPst charge 
debt alone, worked out pf'r 
population. is as folio'"':-

::-.iew South \\'ales 
·victoria 

£ 
104,620 
396,322 
491,704 

on the public 
head of the 

Per head. 
s. rl. 
2 0 
4 7 

while in Queensland there is an actual de
crease in that taxation of ld. per head. 
That, of course, is e>xplainablo b:-· the fact 
that, althongh our inte>rest charge on the 
public debt is hig-her for that year. our 
popuhtion has increased to such an <::xtcnt 
that it wiped out any per capita increase. 
I merely quote these fig-ures i.n reply to the 
bon. m0~ber for Toowong. who a few minutes 
ago endcaYour-ed to castigate the Govern
ment for the increase in the public debt 
generally. 

The hon. member for vVynnum had the 
bad seme to intprject during tbe reading of 
the Financial Statement at the time the 

1924-2 F 

Trea~urcr \YHS reading the e~titnatt~d expen
diture, particularly iu connection with agri
culture, h:v saying, " Poor d..\griculturc ! ., 
He thcrr•b,· infencd that the Gm·ernmrmt 
had done 'nothing. or hac! done mueh less
than preYious GoYernnwnts had Jone, for the 
benefit of agriculture. Again, I haYe taken 
the trouble to analy-,c- the position, and I 
haYc nwdc n compari~on bct\'n:~en vvhat the 
Go\·ornnlcnt ha YC ~pent on agriculture dur
ing their nine years of office as againf-t. the 
<'X)WJHliture under thi.< heading bv the Torv 
GoYf'l'JnYtcnt in the nine years pr;ior to th{s 
Uo>.-errnncnt taking offirc. Th(~ flo·urcs are 
intcrc~ting and i1lurnlnating. In °thc nino 
,·ears from 1906 to 1914 the Tor; Govcrn
uwnt ~pPnt £535,329 on agrirultu;·E'. Since 
1915 the prCS<'llt GO\·ernmcnt haY-c ;;pent 
£1.00~, 700 on agriculture, 1 hereby exploding 
the stntcJnc.lt of hon. JTIPn1bers opposite that 
thi~ UoYC'l'Ln1L'Ut ha\·e done nothing for agri
cnltu! P. To go further and taking the ex:
pendtturc L.v thi~ Go,·ernnicnt on tho Yarious 
cl,·partme>nt;;, I hayc gone ycry closeh into· 
dw rnattcr and haYc compjlcd a tab18 fron1 
the figln'PS in the Treasurer's Financial 
Table C2 in 1915 and 1924, respectivdy. I 
frnd that tire> total expendinne on the Homo 
Departmeut from 1906 to 1914 ,,-as £5,841,770. 

Duripg· tlH' lif·, oi thi~ GoYernnlent·. '\VC ha Ye 
~pC'n1 011 thC' ;;:;n_;Iw dcparhncLt. £11,031.549; 
I intend lnte>·r on to deal. IYith yarious ;;:..cc:
tionc of that di'partme>nt, and I would ask 
hon. mernlwrs of tlw 0 1mosition. if they "·ero 
LPr<'. in "·hat din :tion thev would curtail it, 
Cip0nditur·r·. I 'nmlcl ask 'the lead."r of the 
Oppositio11 >dwtlwr hc> can point to a llV 

P:--.pcnd1turp on the dc]1artment 1Yhirh coul~t 
!Jo rcdtJcPd. The department includes tlw
.-;uh-clepartmPnl · of the Relief of Aboriginals" 
Charitable Instill lions nnd Grants. Health 
TJnspitai-:, In.~nnity. Lazaret. and Police: 
Take thC' CX1lC'r.di1 un' on Hospitals for th8 
Tn,;a!Jc•. IJ: th0 nine Years from 1906 to 1915 
tlh' Tol'V GoYCl'liilH'nt' sp0nt £601.129 and this 
Gon•f'llmPnt spent £1.478,415 in a similar 
p0riod. Tht' il;('J'C•rr~c J cxpenditurp was not 
duP to any gr('at inC'l'P<t~P in the nnmb0r of 
puti('nt.::;. I -snptH):-'l' t.hat, if the figure~ '1-el'f" 

g·onl' iJJtO. it WouJ.rJ bP fonncl that onJy a YCr;
~nud] pcrcenta,gc of th0 increase in Cxpendl
turP lw;;; been dnp to n ~;rcater number of 
p<otionts. bccau>c the Go,~ernment· have not 
:-'1\Ul'l'Cl. P-...:pC'nse in the• eare of th0 ·patient~ or 
the staff. Iron. lllPillbC'rs opposite nerhaps 
"-ill be su,·pri,c-d to know that nndor the Ton
Uovf.'rnr:npnt during· nine vears a sun1 c;f 
£103.107 '""·' 'Pent' upon th~ Health Depnrt
'"cnt ae< comparPt! with £304.302 by thig 
Goyf'rnmeni· in a similar peri(~rJ. Thnt shows 
that the .\dministration on this sic!P hanl' 
done thPir duty tn th<' ncnplp in the StatP in 
atten1pting to ··make it lC''"S ea~v. at anv rate. 
to hl' strif'kC'n doYrn hv i1lnc6,,.· 01~ dise;ec. I 
would n~k hon. meml~Pr~ onnnsitc aO'oin if 
th0v ar(' prepared to cnrtail tl;e c:·::pe;dlturc 
undc·r that ite n. 

TakC' thC' rxpenrlitur(' on State' children. 
The Tories spent in nino vPars £418.114: and 
the Lal>om· Government.· from 1915 to 1924. 
spent £1,,!63.029. Thl're YOU han' an incrcaso 
in nine y('ars' operations of ove>r £1.000,000. 
It must not be forgotten in this connection 
that this Goyernment pl&eed the naturai 
ncothe1· on the Bame> plane as th1• foster 
mother. That fact in itself shows that thev 
have done muclr ID make the liYe'\ of thesa 
unfortunate children bri.,hter than they
were, an-d to fit them to hk" their rightful' 
place in life. Members of this party FT",,,, 
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for tlw bettennent of the condition of tlw 
mothf·r. and I regard this sPction of tlw work 
a.-. one 01 the rr1o:-:;t in1portant. and I take this 

·OlJJ_1Crtunity. tts n new Jnember. of congratu
lc tlll[~ the GovNntllent on the >vond0rful 
''"ork they haYc done in making conditions 
bet re1·. Their can~ for th0sc unfortnna te 

-<-·hilclr(_'lJ 1110rib the Yt>ry highnst prai~c. 
Or rakp the expenditure on ·' H.elid of 

a.bnriglnals.'' 'fhi~ aho is an irnportant scc
twn of hunutnJtanan work. The in{_'l'Cased 
anlnunt spent iu makin!.t tlw Jot of tlw ab01.·i~ 
gines brighter is showll by the fact that in 
llii1P y0ars the Tor.-. GoYcrninent spent 
£135.857. and Labom in a similar pnriod 
expended £318,694. Are tlw Qoyernment to 
be: C'hargccl with 0xtra Ya~:ance here'? Ot 
could go n1uch further wil-h the n1anv it~m~ 
of thr Home Secretary"s DL']lartment: but I 
,;llall content n;y;;elf with a couple more. 
Take' the Lazaret. Fwn1 1906 to 1914 tlw 
Tory Go,,rrnnwnt enent £41,185. and this 
Government from 19i5 to 1924 spent £63.879. 
E-hov;;ing u Lig increase. which has resulted 
from IDore hun1ane adn1inistration hv a n1ore 
hun1a!1e GoYC'rnnJont. Y('t ·we are cOnstanth 
having to listen to the <'ritici,;m of the Oppr;. 
€ihfJn that the 1110ll('V is beino· 1Ya~ted 
although at the same time the lea~ler of th~ 
Oprosition has told us that ]w desires monev 
to he spent in a more liberal way. ou·r 

,expenditure ha,, gone up enormousi_v. \Ye 
have done what we could to make the con, 
ditions as happy and comfortable for th0 
unfortunatc- patients in 'this institution as it 
is possible for them to be. 

At 11.48 a.m., 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (11n mrr). one of thL• 
panel of Ten<porarv Chairmen rrlieYcd tlw 

,Chairman in the d1air. · 

:i\Ir. \YRIGHT \Ye haY<' heard a o·ood 
·<ieal of late in this House of what the~ Go, 
Yernment have done for the Police Force. 
and wLat the Oppo>ition ,muld do if the,-
1-Vf:-'re- tlH_' GnYernmcnt. · 

Hon. M. J. Kmw1:-;: \Yhat did they do 
wlwn th0y had a chance? 

::\Ir. \YRIGHT: I am goinu to tPll the 
Conm,ittcf' whac they did. ,ThP

0

hon. memhet· 
:for EnoggPra. speaking on the Police Aci 
:\ ll10n-rlm0nt Bill .. said that, if the police 

- 1n,,hed 1o get n f<nr deal and hju·hcr salaries. 
they should put his crowd on the TreasmT 
LPI~dws: Thr> figurc.s I <_tin going to gin: ar'c 
~,uthcnh<--they re agam taken from Table 
c-'2 of the Treamrcr's Tables for 1914-15 and 
1923-24-and will sho"- beyond a shadow of 
doubt 'Yho are the fri0nds ~f the police. The 
proof tl~P }lUdding Is 1::1 thC' eating. aecording 
to :he hon. mr•r.be1~ for Enoggcra. but th(• 
pollef' atC' to thn full undC'r Torv administra-
1 ion in thL• !Hl(';t, and still \vei·e in a yerv 
lr·tn •_·oncht ion 1Yl:r-n \\'P took office. Dnrin~· 
the h•t nine year-, of Tor.v rule the expendi
·t~l!·c on pohcc w_as £2.008.628. and dm·ini': 
tor~ F-UCC'Pedm.Q,· 111ne years of Labour rule 
£3.210.960. I only hor1e that tlw police them
"' lYeo wd! read the>e liguns culled from 
official <ourees. ~o that thev cannot be denied 

·Ol' contradicted, and if theY <'lo so T know 
CJUite wcH that the,- \-~i]] understand 
thowugldy who are their friends. 

Then. teko the E-ducation Dcpartnwnt. 
OppoSltiOn memlwrs are continual!,- cnino· 
our for n1orc schools, and are coi1tinllal1~ 
claiming that the Government have not d(lllP 
the rig·ht thing bv them. I mvsf'lf am 
anxious that the ::Ylinister should give most 

[Mr. Wright. 

fayourhLlc rcnsideration to the requests fro1n 
mv clecioratc' for more State schools and 
ntOre accounnod,ltion, ·whiC'h have Leen. and 
probabl,, .,-ill he. brought befor(' him for 
eon~i,Jct·ation. Part of n1v f'l.ertoratc is 1vhat' 
might b,C called a fast Settling district. and 
n t the pre~cnt titnc the acronunodation is 
ven· limited. It is. in fact. totallv inade
rrmite. and onL' or t>~·o additiona"! school 
buildings arP obsolutely necessary before 
Ycr,- long·. I hope that the :Winister will giw 
sytnpathetic con:::ideration to thosf' requests 
when the~~ conlC' along. Hon. m0111bers oppo
Elitc are> never backward in n1akino· their 
demand:;;; on lht:- departn10nt. and s~me of 
thC'm arc loudest in the criticism of >Yhat 
the;~· call a spend! hrift GoYernment. The 
forrncr Scrrctarv for Publir Instruction wa~ 
mo~t f·~TmpathctiC to country n1embcrs it;- their 
requests for schools. <'Yen at the nsk of 
ne ,·lpctinp; the t-owns. To get back to figures. 
let n1e quoit~ the an1ounts spent on edu0ation 
bv the respective Go.-ernments. which. of 
cOursr\ include the increasP~ in pay to 
teacher"'-. as was pointed out a fe\V day_~ ago. 
YCrY fullv bv the· hon. member for Rock
hal;mton.· Iirom 1906 to 1915 under Tory 
rnk- an amount was spent of £3.806,.279. and 
from 1915 to 1924 we spent £9,095.591. 

Arc the Opposition r<:'ally desirous that the 
Go.-ernment should pconomise in this depart
ment? If that is so. then will hon. members 
opposite be more moderate in their demand-; 
for more teachers and more schools? It can 
be claimed that there is no direct return to 
the taxpavers from thl' money expended by 
the Depai·tment of Public Instruction. but 

hon. memb<:'rs opposite in all 
[12 noon] thc'ir criticism would not be 

likely. neither arc they game. to 
snggest the curtailment of e>cpenditurc m 
the department" I han• rf'ft'rred to. Ex
J>enscs have >oared very high. but I am 
snii>fied i hat the people of QnN'nsland recog
r;ise the .-alue of proviLling the best educa
tion for all. 

I would now like to deal with the meat 
indu~tr,;-. That industry plays an irnportant 
part in my electorate. in so far as it pro
vide"' cmplovn1cnt for a large nurnber of ill:'\~ 
electors. a1ld co1Bcqncntly the succ0ss of 
that indnstr:- is of gr0at interest to me. I 
am satisfi0d that '\VG have reached a vor~v 
high standard indeNl in connection .,-ith 
the slaughtering and thr' handling of meat 
in the meahwrki'. and I do not think any 
great improvem<:'nt can be made in that 
direction. The emplovces in the meatworks 
of (2ueen~land to-lfay ~ baYc no superiors in 
the world. Speaking m me partic-ularly of 
tlw bed s0ctinn. I am of the opinion that 
there would be a considerable extension of 
ope-rations in that section if proper methods 
~,\·erC' adopted by cnttlo O\YllC'rs in improying 
the br0ed of their stock. In other word>'. 
they should go in for sci0ntific breeding. 
It i.s no use the cattle mnwrs of Qne0nsland 
or Australia expecting to caprnr0 the beef 
trade of Great Britain or any othl'r countr~· 
if they aro not going to keep pace with the 
mc,thods adopted b.v their rivals in Argentina 
and elsewhere. They will ha.-P to spend 
money to secure the type of cattle that will 
mature rruickl:v. It stand,- to reason that. 
if :vou are able to secure a breed of cattle 
that will mature quickl:L and you can realise 
the same amount on bullocks of three m· 
four years of ag0 as you can realise on 
bullocks of four or five years of age with the 
same amount of natural feed that is required 
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io bring them to a markt•tablo condition. 
-tlJ(lf(> n1ust be· a considerable saving. It 
would not takt• very long before you would 
have double the return'. All the eo-opera· 
iion in the "·orld ,,-ill not get ovct· the 
difficuln· Ol' solYe tlw nwat pt;oblem if thP 
otock i~ not of the be't quality. I was 
int(·rr-~tC'd this mornhtg in reading the 
teporr of tlw c\cting Agent-General for 
Qucemlaml. In d(·uling with the meat m
dut-tr::. llt' says:-

.. The amount of imported lwef mar
keted at Smithflcld last vcar-12.815.375 
cwt.~is the largest in i:he history of 
the naclc. Of the iota!, 60 per cent. ,,-as 
chilled. 39 per cent. frozen, and 1 per 
cent. fresh. Argentine suppli0d approxi
mately 76 per cent. of the amount. 
rruguay 9 pN ecnt., Australia 7 per 
cent. frozen, :\"ew 7,ealancl 6 per cent. 
frozen, and the balance was supplied b:-· 
the l'nited States of America. Denmark. 
and othC'l' countric:-:.'' 

rr~hc position is that Australia is supplying 
·only 7 per cent. of the fnnen beef imported 
bv Great Britain. When one realises that 
ai1proximat<'!y 39 per cent. of the meat im
ported by Great Britain is frozen beef, and 
ihat that is the onlv class of beef that we 
can SHJljlly. \Ye can" only come to the con
clusion that something is radically wrong. 
'The Acting; Agent-General further states:-

' The vear under review has been 
another cl·i,appointing one in the frozen 
meal trade. The belief that the war 
would han• induced a largo consump
tion of meat amongst certain of the 
Continental nations. and that in consc
mtencc• there wonld be an a'sured market 
lor a long tin1P at a. r0munerative price 
ha" been rencl0rcd illusory, the long 
period of unscttlement in Europe having 
dcinoralised the vxchangt" and made 

trade in1pos~ibh'. The ycar'8 in1porta
tions were chiefly from South America, 
and amounted to 223,000 tons, m· 100.000 
tons more than in 1922. In 1914 Aus
tralian beef sold in Smithfield at an 
aYcragP of fron1 3~d. to 4d. per lb., and 
\Yas retailed ar an average of 7~d. ]Wr 
lb. At the cloi>e of 1923 the Smithficld 
price wa~ 3~d., and 1 he retail price 
9d. The cost to the producer. including 
cold .--roragp in J..,ondoi!, is estin1atcd a1 
3 l-10d. pPr lb. The difference between 
that am! the Smithficld price of 3~cl. to 
3~d. c umot pay the producc-r. It i< 
doubHul if the difference between the 
Smithficld and retail pric( at· present. 
compared with the 1214 figure. is realised 
to the producer." 

The whole clifficultv i' in H1e cost of hand
ling and n1arkctillg ovPr,,-;;r~as. Ii" is alto
getlH•r untrageou~ to estimate the co..-t. of 
hanJling. corln11i~sion. cold storage charge..-. 
etc .. at 31-lOcl. per lb. I hope that the new 
Agent-Gnwral will dc>Yotc his time and 
en0rgy~I believe h0 vvill-to,vards securing 
a reduction in all these charges. In speak
ing on the Address in R0ply last year. 1 
suggested t.hat the onlc· solution of the meat 
probl( m ''"af; in doing business in Great 
Britain direct with the \Yholesale Co-opera
tin' Societic>s only. tlwreby savi11g a propor
tion of the c•L-t o£ handling, commission, 
c: c. The le'" meat is handled the better 
condition it \Yill be in when il" is placed 
before the consumers in Great Britain. I 
hope that tho now Agent-Goneral will give 
his earnest and prompt attention to this 

induHry. the "Uccesf' of which is of great 
impol'tanc(' to our State. and I sincerC'ly trust 
that something will be clone along the lines 
that I indicated on a previou-; occasion. 

:\Ir. RIORD"-\1\ (l!urh): After listening to 
tlw speeche,; of th(• hon. members who occupy 
the front benches opposite and their cry as to 
tlw woeful Budg·et pr.:'sented by the Trea
surer. one would think that il was really 
uccP~E'ar.v to bring in tlw undertaker. Tht' 
attiwcle of hon. members opposite is to be 
\Yondcr_d at fit a time \Yhcn the countr.Y is 
fa('( Ll \Yith a depression. They haYP raiser:_ 
a howl again!"t the GoY('l'lllTI('nt. First ont; 
hon. men1ber and then another has got up 
\Yith the en· that the countrv was .. broke" 
anrl was on. th:· H'rgc> of ruii1. All the time 
theY arp attempting to discredit the State 
and the Go,-ernmcnt. One knows that the 
outlook may not be a~ brig·ht as \Y£' wou]d lik(~ 
10 sec it. but the outlook in Que nsland is no 
darker than it is in anv other State' in the 
Conunornvcalth, or in c~n.v other country in 
tlw \\•orld. During the past nine years hon. 
members opposite haYe rais.'d a continual cr,· 
with a vlevv to discrc.diiing their own State 
and to injuring it. This is a well-known 
fact. EYcn when the Prince of ·wales was in 
Australia thev had the little fellow almost 
afraid to com;, 1o Queensland because of their 
cries that Queensland was a Bohhe,-ist State. 
Hon. members haYe onlv to take the fact that 
77.000 people were in attendance at the open
ing day of thr Exhibition a week ago as indi
cating that thf' country was ne-Ycr more pros
perous than it is to-clay. They haYc noi 
refenecl to that fact during the whole of their 
rriticism. On the same clav that there was 
a rl'cord gathering· at the. Exhibition, thL· 
sr•cond largr·st crowd that has ever attended 
the racC's in Bri:.;Lane \Ya~ present at .._~scot. 
aud a record a1nount ·went through the 
toralisator. If this is a form of ruin, then 
the people will he' looking for more ruination 
of this kind. The friends of th0 hon. mem
IJt'l's opposite were ncyer better off than they 
are to-·da~v. The: haYP o11ly to go dow11 Quccu 
:-trc01 any night and opposite the \\~inter
garden and His ::\Iajest,v's tlwatrcs they will 
find from 100 to 150 llJotor-c.Jrs lined un out
side those building~. I can assure hon. ~Incm
!Jers that non of those motor-cars belong to 
the ·· v·agC' slayes.'' 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Don't ~-ou make any 
mistake about that. 

:\Jr. lUORD.-\:\": The hon. member for 
~..\1\wr. rnadc ~mne mist:IkPs in ihf' criticisrrL 
or, rather, tl10 woeful Cl'Y. that he uttered 
H·terclay, He did not 'mention that the 
}ipderDl · GoYcrnlncnt are prospcuting Sit' 
~~.vd~H:~~v I<:idnwu £or the re<'OY ~·ry of unpaid 
nxc .. amounting 10 £150,000. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Quite right. too. 

:\fr. RIORDAX: If the Gowrnment had 
mor0 sympathetic official hl'acl;, there \Youlr] 
be a lot morl' prosecutions of thi" nature. Tlw 
friends of bon. lllCnlberN opposite are hidden 
behind tlw Labour Government thrnugh the 
heacb administering tho policy of Labour. It 
has bPPn said that tlw squatter am! the 
pastoral indu~try hnxe been ruineJ, but during 
Show week did we sec the poor squatt:'l' in 
Brisbane doing the rounds in his moleskin 
trou:-:ers, and his won1en folk going about in 
old turkey red dresses: (Laughter.) I will 
take a Sunday paper Hnd allow it to give 
its version of the poverty that l10n. members 
speak of. In describing a function that took 
place on the night of the oponillg of the 

Mr. Riordan.] 
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ExLilJiti n at the honH' of ·· :!\Ir .... Squatter,'' 
it say~-

" ::\"othin:..:: n1orp brilliant 1YH~ t'Yl"l' Sl'·dl 

in Bri.10:.b:uw thd_n th._ li::.:.htin~. {h_•eoration::-, 
and frocking of · }lr~. S.quatt.Pr\; At 
I--fon1f' ~ \YislnL\"'-da~~· nir..;ht. TlH' ~Jlerial 
floor for constrnct.?d dn the 

an•1 d coratt~d for 
the occ<_~sion. 

Snc·h a claucing floor cc.tdd t:ot haYt~ llPC'n put 
do\\ll fo-·lc'·:'; tha11 £~00 C" "-£400. A c:rowc1 of 
·· wa,~rf' ~laYt·.-.. ., hud ;: c·ohd o£ BolsheYik.;; 
that hon. Illt'ntlJer;.:· OJlpo-.ite ~pP<.tk of \Yl'n' 

looking nY 1' fl'llCC'. L(_'t the:-.p pl.'oplc bear 
in nli!id that i~ rht· ~un of thin\! that 
brGu!Iht abni.1t the· l''rench Ht'Yolntion.- Thi 
:-:.on uf "-:nn and lnunlnlQ' of hon. 111en1bPr~ 
oppo.:"itu is HC1t tu, &:o 1._lown with th·~ 
peoplL• c~ntc;iJ 'c whol~ (lf t1H•ir crit1r·j~lll 
i:3 d1n•c1Pd _tow.~nl~' di:'-ic~·editinr.:; rl:e (~uY rJJ

lll· nt. Dunng 1 !H' !H:'-t IlllH' yl·a~·~ tl1C' C-.:oVC'l'll-

lYH'nt hH\"P Jttadt? thn'(' ap:H•at5 t}l'.:' J1l'OpL'. 
aucl on t'Yt·rv ot·ca. iou 1 he•-; h _. Yf' rdurne{l 
witb incrc~~·l'd rnujo, itif::-;, ThL' IH'W~ 1wpcr 
in fnrthrr de.-:c·,.il;inf.!.· thi .... functi,)Il of ":J..Iri'. 
Squatter.·· ~tau n- ·-

.. Thou:;,and~ (lf daffc _hl:<- and 1"11.;:.: uf 
thon~nnd~ of ro~c~ \Yt.'r t'!!'p1u~-c·d I.n PYf'r~
f"onceiYaldl_' wn.\- n:; dceuratlon~. Lights 
·wen• t>~·t i11 t1ll-.. heart of pink ~ilk rose-s, 
and chain-· of flnral liglns and ro"-:· 
L11tten1:-; ..:.tr('tehcd Ul·''O:-:) PYf'r-·- foot ot 

the gronnd~. TlL· :.;;,npper tahl~·~ '·YC'rc a 
fL·a~t oi lwnnr-v. \Yith their tail crv~t.ul 
c1ndlt .;;tick~. plnk shad('~. and ho;..;i:;: of 
daffodil,,·_ A Frt'P(·h cap, an t•xpensiYe 
~oun:mir. and ba:1lnon~ to InntciJ tht' colour 
~:chL'1!1C' ~.r~'rf' :->('t 1, ftHf' t.'a{'h guC':-;t.'' 

:.1r. F\RHELL: \Yrrs that :\Ir'. 1Yhittinghan13 
CYt'Hin.&;·: 

Hon. ,J. G. APPEL: ·what about 'onw ni \'Olll' 
O'\YTI Iadil•:;; vi·ho WPt'e .. d,o giYi11g fnnct.iorls ·: 

:\Ir. H.IORDA:\:: It is a lll[lt({>r of con
C'f'l'1l to thC' hon. Dll1!11b(•r that sine'-' thjs \York
ing·-c-h.l:->:-> Govcrrnnent curnp i1do power the 
wiYr, (Jf thf' work\'rs haYL' got a little ph'aHll'tJ 
anfl cornfort. 

Hon. J. G. _\.PPEL : \\"ln- not ·: 

liir. RIORDA:\: IY· han' onl" to r<·nwm· 
her th<•ir attitude towards thc-n1 ii1 1912, wlll•n 
they were El-dn.in!2:' for be1ter (·onditi0r1::' :frorn 
thP AnlPrlf'au Tnun-..\~uy Trn~t. 

lion. J. G . ..-\Pl'EL: H-''lll~·utbct· ,..-hat ynnr 
GoYC'rnJL._·nt did tu tlll), :-.trjl.:t'I'S in Tov:u~\~ilh1 • 

2\Ir. HIORDA:\: TlJP hon. ~:,·nrleman 
caunot 1nako any .. ~uch charge <.q.!,'ain~,t this 
Gov.Prnment, and the \\-orkC'r.;:, out"lde w111 nDt 
S\Yallow it. The :ne\Y~paper gor-s on-

" TlL• ('ha1npn~'ne :-;uppc•r \Vas ·"''l'Yed hv 
a f'taff fron1 Rn~· and rh·, ~ atioHa"'I 
Hotel. 

"The wl-.ol0 uf th(' \-·erannal1"- ,,Vf'TP 

drapPd wit.h flag . .:, and all the nlant1c
piPces and CYery ava.ilabL-. placc> in the 
Interiot '' n detk~.,J \Vith r~a:-:;~es of Joy·Pl 
b1oon:r~ -which pcrfnn1cd the night air. 

''To rnateh her artistie honH' ·with it.;; 
rose d0eking-, the hostc~:s wor.'. etc. 

" The narrow French ,tl·e,,nwrs thrown 
at. supper-tirne "\Yere n1c::-:t pffeetive. ~\.. 
hug0 crowd ::,tood <Jut si-de the grounds and 
watch.•J tho gnests arrive and looked at 
the beautiful scene, while the Htrains of 
the band served wany for an impromptu 
jazz. 

''There wer·o over 300 guests. and the 
froeking was n1ost extravagant.'~ 

[Mr. Riordan. 

This ~ho1Y:-; rhat the froeki11s wa.;; not tht"' 
frocking of the old ,;quattr·r day:"-of the old 
lilOl"·-kin n·on .. ~cr.--. flannel :--hin. anJ turkev 
red drc•::-.; The fro(·k" wr·r:' probal>l)-- irnporte~l 
fr0111 .FraiJV(', ur :;;.cm:c other fo!'t>ign country. 
_\ ftcl' ··}Jr--. ~qnatt.cr ., had giYCll llf'r C'YC'll

iug, it \':a:-: HI) to nur o1d friend, thP bu ..... hnlan, 
to return thL' (Olllplitll:-'nt. }I(' arr<Jnp'd for 
1hc dec·onnion of the loung~ and ballroom 
ut LenJlOH .. s 1Iot('l, :-.hoiYing that the bushrna.n 
-:-;(11Ct.' the pre;:;t>nt. Go\-l'l'ninent lu-.tYP IH' ·n in 
po\H'!' <.:<!11 ho!d Ill~ OIYll with·· ~\lrs. Sq._wtt~'r." 
1 takf' it, 1lHJU!lh, thnt thP typo 0;7 Ln·~hllh'll 
:1t LPunon\. .. liotL'l wa· north(' typl' of bu:3h
nwH OilL' \Yould In~·Pt in the Gulf. or out" \YP::-~·. 

::\I.r. F \BE ELL: Or on thL' rail·· D): COl!:-'truc
tion wo; k:-:'. 

:llr. HHlRDX:'\: ThP clc•al' fello'"'· after 
ninC' ~Yl'<tr~~ of Labunt· .:uhnini"tratio1l, -were 
l!t a po . ...:.itiull tu giYI:' a HIOI-'1 L'XtraYagant 
1uru-otlt ,tud :dnH):--t to outdo "~Irs. 
S{Jlli.1tH'l''' in (·!1U.•rtait!ing. H_pall~-. thirty of 
-cur den.e old l.n1"lunc·ll pnt(!l't~linccl O\·Pr 300 
gtH1 f't~ 1n Lcnnqn·:-' 1-lotPi, and rhe ~unday 
puprr ha..:. thi~ to ~n.y abont it-

.. Th() C'ountrvulPn·s _ \s:-;o,-.iation (n1ost 
of rhr:' t:t;.ttion i1H':il uf \VL'·Jern Queens
land ;-ltayi11g at Lcunon\:.) gaYe the n1o~t 
nriginul dinnci' part.; of Exhibition \YCC'k 

lc~:-;t Hirrh!. 'ThP l'a::-h·rn loung-e of 
Lcnnon'~ '\,-as r Bf rYcd for tht) fu~ct-ion,. 
and the d0corations inclnc1cd c,-cry 
:--yrnbol of country life, frmn aeroplane-; 
lo .i:ersr·,, and ~11P0p. Th.· table~ '\YCro 
:-:et in a fort."".,.t of g·n1n tree:-:. and the: 
lig-btiHg was r-peci~lly don(• by the 
\Yiutcrgarden Thcah'P, and before each 
guc:-;t \YUS a. f'hct•p, co\v. hor~c. or farn1er':;; 
\Yagon (:"f~\~('ral of the s:nnbols Y\Tt:'re 
l1abi'"' cradles placed before the girls 
\YhosL~ eugagcn:rents \\'C'rc rcccntl;;.: a.n
nouncedl. iLaugl1tcr.) 

"S.pt'f'l'hes \Yt),rc v:ild anll \Yoolly, and 
:\Ia\· Dubb.,-u's band playPcl all the se!Pc
tlous country P\..'O}ll(• 1nvP<l. Af1f'J' the 
dilllll'l' the f!:'UP)':-t~ daneC'd tU110llg thn 
t ·bl, ·. '"'aring all manner of fanc.v 
cap~. l\lr~. Squatter\:. party \VOl'C' quaint 
ChantidPer eap~ iu1pOl'tcd frorn. Paris. 
:\cyilJc L: om dpelarcd the last part of 
t 1w Exhibition J'f'Yt'h ca~il:\· cclipscd nil 
tlu1. other~. Thrir :;;n('sts \VE'l'C· the 
prctiiPF-t \HH1lP1l ln Brisb-111C'.~' 

I ·"UJIPO~L' 
:--taten:cr;t. 

t1H•Y ('[tl1TlOt 

iL~ughrcr.) 
:\ t 12.22 p.m .. 
Tln:. C'HAIR::\f\~ rc~nn1cd the ehnir. 

:\Ir. HIOHDA:\: H that is an illustration 
cf the rniua t ion brou~dn about hv· 1 hi~ 
Go\-('lTlllH'llt, tlH'lJ I _,a,~ lPt u~ hen-(~ nwre 
of lt. \YC' realist.· that· the cattl 'rnc-n haYL' 
had a bad t1nlt..'. nl·<) that the GoYPl'11nl('Ilt 
haYC met rllC'Dl Dn L'\"C'l'\- COlll'E'iYal_J}c O('f'HSion 
a11d haY_, g-iYt'll thC'nl 1~1orc than a fair deaL 
To r a1i~~~· ihat df'sire hOn. nlcrubPrs oppo~-itr"! 
haYP tried b_\· thci1· Sr)E"'eche.-; to raise t1v-• 
tcars 0£ the people concerning the ruination 
of the stpwtter3 outside. The ex-!. ad0r of 
the Oppu:-;i1ion, thf' hon. n1clnber for \Yind· 
~or. said ·wh('n ,;;:.peaking- :ve~terdn...--

" The Premier's Budget Speech >Ya'> 
full of dolefulness: more SG than anv
thing .,he has seen cldiYPred to the 
Housc.-

Apparent!Y during the last nine years 
that very hon. gentleman and his party 
have been respon.sible for the po"ition with 
which we are faced to-day. They haYe done 
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11othi11tt Lur decrY th0 State a11c! u~e the 
t:q:r: of propag:a;lda that \H' h0arcl used 
cluri·* tlw Acldr~ss in R<'Pl.1· and on the 
Fina11cial Stu tL'IllCllt. \\~he~1 the opponunity 
occun·t'd. their dislo\·altv allowed thern to 
go ~o far [t,, to arra11'gc ~~ dolegation to visit 
the othc·r ;iclc of the world in 1920. "·ith 
tlH' lllll'llO~C of destroying the crcJit of thi~ 
StatC' and of forciug th0 State to pay a 
higlH•r ratt• for an:"- nwnpy l'Cfluircd. 1Iow 
fay they \YPl'C ,:;:,uccPs~ful in their n1ission is 
knol\"ll to the ]WOp](· of Qnccns]and. In 
1920. o\\·ing to that dPleg·ation. the CoYern
men1 \\'('1'(' cut off fron1 -the Londo!l nlOllPY 
markei. \\"hen that pan:c found that th~' 
UoY('rnln.cnt W('rc in a po::.;ition to get mane. 
elsf'\\-hel'{' and that their fJOisolloll::> propa
~~·anda ''"a~ of no <:tY:-til. the'\' :;;pt ont in an 
att-~1npt to Lrih(_' and corru1;t hon. 111C'111bers 
on thi~ ~id('. \Ye nll ren1cmLer lJO\Y, aftPl' 
that (lp}pg;ation anc1 aft(•r we had secnrccl 
lllOllC',Y f rOn1 ...:-\rrH'rica. bow 1 he friends of 
Jwn. nwmbcr. opposite >'l't about with their 
boodlc 10 bribe aud corrupt hon. members of 
thf' GoYcrnn•enL The•,· did thi, because th•' 
-Goq:~l'llllll'nt ha cl a m a j'oritv of onp onlv. Th~ 
peoplC' of QueC'H:::lan<l 'now~know how 'succP--o;
fnl they \\-~~l'L'. One nwntbcr of thl~ party did 
go ncro.'-'." 11H' floor and tln·ow in hb lot with 
"Lch>cllc•." The' othcr--

::\Ir. DEAC:O:\: I ri'c to a point of orclcr. 
I nnclC'rstand the hon. nlC'Inbcr to iEsinnatC' 
1hat hon. rrwmbcrs 01' this sicle of ihe 
Chambr·r tric·d io bribe hou. ll!l'llllWrs of the 
{;ovPrnment. I do not think the llun. n1en1-
bcr is 1n order in nu1king tbat ~tatf'nlPllt. 

ThP C' HA IR:\T A:\': I am son that J clid 
110t h0ar the remark. Di<l the llo11. nwmbc•r 
for BnrkP nutkc that rc•n1ark '; 

:\Ir. RIORDA :\: T did not in,inuatC' at 
all. I 'ai<l ihat fri<·ncl, of lwu. Ill<'l1'b<'r' 
oppo:-.itc cndPaYotu~erl to b~'ib0 anc1 <·orrupt 
lion. lllf'nl.bt'rs of tl1i~ party. That i~ 'YPll 
known. As a l'C'sult 1 hf'l'P \'rn,..;; a prosecution 
rwd conviction iu 1922. 

I remember quite dist.incth- that. when I 
<.:ame into this Rous.• iu l9i8. tlu' <Joycrn
nlPlH 'Yf'rf' cor:trolling the Ntatf' SaYing~ 
Ba11k. Fri01KL, of hon. members oppositl' 
und ::>OJ1l(' of tho~P hon. n1ernbcr~ themselYP~ 
We're connected >vith the run caused on the 
ba11k in 1har yca.t. ThPir propagancla 
throu&·hOLtt has b<'l'TI n. <lelilwrnt" attC'mpt 
t•1 brmt; a bout by tlw weight of wealth 
tlw dc'sirnl'tion of llw prosjll'l'ih· of !lw 
]ll)oplt' of QtH•en;..;land. " 

Thr' people of Qm'L'Ilslan<l ha ,-p dccid0d on 
~hn~P OC'CasioJ~~ _by ov0ndu•ln1iug n1ajoritie~ 
l11 favour of tlus Go,ernment. and this Go
Yenunent will ea rry on de:;;pltt• tlH' cries of 
t~H' Oppo~ition. To-day ho11. nlf'Dl b0l':-; oppo
sJt{~ are L('Wailing the) fmaneial po:'.itiou, and 
()11(' v1.ondf'rs how the Stah•, ill the face of 
dl tln, ptopaganda and th<' bad acl,·crtisr
nwnt of thl' Opposi1 ion, is in the wh·ent 
stah• iJJ which w0 now find ii· 

Qurr'n,land has not !wen fnn·Nl into the 
position of ha.ving- to 1uakl' tlw finan('ial 
cut~ l.ha~ lJaYI' bPf'll 1naclP ln other States. 
Tbi.-; yl'ar Queensland i~ spending the sa.nlf' 
arnonnt a:-; \Ya:-. ~pPllt la~t ypar-oYPl' 
£14.000.000. That i, nut so in Xl'\Y South 
\Val0' and th0 other f'tates. \Vc find our
.ooh·e." in a better po6ition than thos0 i:ltatcs, 
d~,_).spltl' illP fac\ that hou. Inentbcr~ oppositC> 
say that thorp are tl1Cll"ands and thousanrb 
-of Ullt'rtiplo:n~-d rnen iu QtH'en:;;.land. There 
~n· unly 4.000 nne1nploypd registel'Pd to-day, 

and 73C of rho~e r(·gi~t{'"!:'t'd a:;; fro111 Xe\V 
~outh \Yalt'~. ~\-dnev then.:' arc fron1 
5.000 to 10.000 uuemployecl. 

I >hall now take tl1r po,,ition of the late 
:\ationali~t GoYtTnna .. •nt in \Yccitcrn Au.s
u·r.!ia. Before 1 hi,_'\. \Yl'llt to the c-ountry that 
Gon'l'll!lJC'nt \Ya:-o ~<l iitHJ11r·ially Lankt·upct that 
they hacl to nn·angt' for ~;_ tdnporar~7 loan 
from :\e\Y Scmth \\'ale:- io defray ckctiou 
r·osts and to }lay tll<' pnlllic Sl'rYants for the 
year. \YhPn :\h. {'ollier >H'lll into office he 
found that tlw :\at iona !i:;;t GoYl'lTHllcllt had 
arran~·ecl to l1or1·ow £500.000 in tbP cndea
Your to tide OYPl' the trying time:- in which 
theY found thc•msdn''· \Ve lwn• only to 
Yie~\- thL· l'L'3ult~. of rc,-cent election~ to ·Q.·iye 
an i1lu:"tration of the popuLrity of Lafloue 
Gon'l'IlllH'llH tluou!:!·hou:: the world. ?\e"7 

Sonth \Yale:=. i~ jll'~lctica11~- tlle only l1litck 
f.jlOt ]pft on 1lw map of Au~trulia. nnc-.c au 
<.1pp0al to t1l(• pPoplt' i:-- 1nadP iu thai State I 
think '"l' :--hall haY(' a co1upletl' ·· \Yhitc Aus
lralia.'' so far fl"' tl!P Sta1-(•:-;. nrP eoncernc•d. 
:.\lr. Brn<-0 and hi~ Fedpral fan1ih: are con
tinuall\· 'YraJE:,lin~· nn1oug_·:;t thl'nl~ch·c~ ancl 
holdini;· <·ollfC'r,cnc('~. bnt th<'~- canilOl fool the 
lH'oplP n1uch long('!'. and are prn<-ticnl]y at 
ihP <'nrl of tlwir tether. As '0011 as the 
pC'opll' gt>i. all opportunity to {1Pc.l1 \\-ith thP 
BnicL•-Pagl' alliance. I predict that we ~hall 
lHlYP fl L8 bout· Governn1ent in po\H'r in the 
ContmornYoalth. 

R0garding uiH'lPploynlcnt .an<l t.h0 cJ,aiins 
n!ade b\- hnn. Tlit•tnhers oppo·sitP in 1his con
llPction.' otlC' TPlllf·nlln).r~ that. when 1lw SPc
l'Ptarv fol" Publi~· \YDrk.~. on tlw innoclurtion 

· of r}](' \' !ll'lnllloY<'d \Vorkers 
[12.30 p.nLilnst:lHI!l'L' Tlil1. 'outli1wd the 

1'11Clnplo~·rnf'nt insurance scherne. 
our fri(•url~ oppositP. on the sL:.gp.:c:;.;tion ~f 
'o!cl \iranm· Courier." labc~llcd the Bill 

'·The Loafct:,· Pa radisp Bill." "\ nicP >Ya:v 
to rder to the >Yorkers ' The nwn who follow 
KP<a-~ona I indn~trit.:~~ in Queen;-; land arc prac
tiea!h- the bc•t \YOrk<'rs in ihe worlcl. They 
arE' ~illing- to work. but cannot get work in 
<Jucpn:--lan~-1 at cprtain period~ of jhC' y0ar o:G. 
account of thP ~('a~onnl oecupations. The n1c 
('nlployf'<l in the ;;;ugar incluf'tr_v can con1e along~ 
and knock out fll tlH• n1o~t a conple of pounds 
u cla....- dnriuo· the spa~on. "\Vhieh i.;; a ver~v 
~hort. on0. an~ ~om0 nrovision ~houlcl bfl madf\ 
1\v illdu~trv to tide t.he;;;e nwn oYer the slack 
l'Priod. Tnkc' ih<' ml'at indu~t.r0·. The m('at 
,.nlrk~ on1:v opera1e for a f_P''" tnor~th~ 1n tl~C> 
'"' <tr. and then tht• '"ork0r 1n that 1ndust ry IS 
tln·o\Yll on to tlw ~treet. no InorC' u~e to the 
l)norllt'r-no mor0 n~P for ('-..;::ploitation-and 
hP i' ldt \\·ith a fc·"· pound, in his pocket 
tlwt lw nHJY haYf' g·ot during the nYo or three 
n~onth"' T11i1 in th0- nwatwork~. Thi~ G(n·ern
ll·f'nt madP :Jn honc·~t a1ien1pt to make son10 
pnn i..;;ion to he1p t.hP '':orker ovC'r thi<:' Jlf'l'iod 
of ,lnckm''"· Th" 1.:uernployed \\ orkcr~ 
l11surance Art is one nf th(' mo:-:t r•fff'cb,-e 
piece'~ of lPgi:-lati.nn paSSl'd by an:· Par1ie:_t
H1P1H ju i lw '.\ orld. anll the work nu~ of It 
np io datt' ha~ bt'C'll Jno_.;;t ~atisfartory. 
Bl~tter ~·on(litiOJv prrYall ill thi~ couutry In 
reg·anl to unC'HJlllOYlllf'l1t than in an\~ oth0r 
countl'Y in thl' '"o.rld. \Y{' rlo 11take smnC' 
pl (JYi~ion to n:".~i~t tl10 ~1a_1_1 ''"h<: wn nt~ to 
1:ork htn \\·ho cannot ~xet 1t dunng a ~laf'k 
pcriorl. It. j, the function of th0 GoYNl1lllP11t 
to look aftC'~~ thec.p ,,·orkprf'. and 110t to allow 
.uny conlpany like Hlf' Co]oninl Sugar 
Rpf.inen-. 1lll'. Amc'rican :\I0at Export. or 
the Qu.~emland ::\leut ·Export to exploit thPm 
for t\',.n {)}' tht'Pt~ nH)nth::-~ in tho year. and 
nlakC' no provi:--ion toward:" their upke£']) 

fflr. Riorda11.] 
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during· tlw )Jl'riod >Yhen they cannot. get work, 
Something· 1night be done in the way of 
increasing the payments from the fund to 
nnPrnp!oyecl wnrkcrs in certain districts. 
Take my O\Yll district, for instance: A 1nan 

f'i1lploycd in the shearing- industry cannot get 
aerorn1nodation from tho sun1 at present 
granted from the fund, and the GoYernment 
should increase i he payments from the fund to 
gi\e the unen1ployed worker an opportunity 
to get a roof oyer his head .during the slack 
pcl'iocL It is a 1l n•ry >Yell t<J say that 15s, 
a wr~ck ·wiJl ~ee a man through, but 15B. et 
wcnk dof\:-1 not go too far nowadays. It neyer 
did gn too far. but it does not go as far 
tc-day as i1 did in tlw past. The scheme has 
l1crn in opl•ration onJy t\n"l\·e n1onth'", and I 
think the l.,.nem]lloyn1ent Insuranf'o Comrnit
tee h" "" c!onL' YPrv >YelL but I _,-Duld like" to 
~CP t1tem p:iY0 cOJ}sidcration to the proYision 
to L'>tal>ii'h coJc,,,ic"< or settlements for the 
lll:cn•ployed. Thni ie to sa,-, prm-ide th<'lll 
with land whcr" tlwY ""ill ha.-e a reasonable 
opportuui1y o£ gctti}}g off the labour 1narket. 
and hit1 in,!X out for then1s0h·o;;. The En1pirp 
Parlianwntan7 Con1n1itt0P consiclered l11RllY 
~~·1H'Dl('~ for~ c(('y('}.opmc-nt and HligTatloti. 
An1011g~1 thPm 'Vi:l8 ouc> for taking \Vholc 
f:1ll1iliP-l_ out to ('('rtain d0n1inions and estab
]i:--hing ihetn in yillagc colonies. The 1ncn 
-..n1 r0 to lH' sent out fir~t to dear thP land 
nnc1cr expert adYisers. for which pnrpo:;:e 
j tnpori ant LdJOlu·-:::.a Ying deYicf's were to b0 
proyidcd, \\'hL'Il the crops had !Jeen sm.-n, 
:·nd iJte lwu . ..,p..;_ ::'chool-.:. and other buildings 
r•ruetvd. rlH· wulnf'n and ('hildrl'n \YCl'f' to bP 
:-f'nt ont. To mc•(•t the <'O~t of this. loans at 
a Joy.· rutl' of illten':-3t IYC're tD be n0gotiated 
lJy thL' re:-.pcctiYP GoYC'rnnwnts, the rcpay
nle:nt:S of ·which. "~ ith interest. \Ye re to be 
made b\ the u1.igrant~. S]Jl'Pad oYer a period 
of hH•Ut' -fiY<' o~· tl1irhv vr•ar;";. This sche1no 
should r,;- put into opr:ra'tion by the Gon>rn
mcnt or bl the rnPmplovment Coun0Il 
for our m;'ll unemployNL · That coutJCil 
n1ight ;nak, urrangen1ent:3 "\Y'ith the British 
Go\'t'rnmunt to ru i:o. .' a r11illion of monc."v 
to pnt into tlw l:ncn1j!loynwnt Insuranc<' 
Funcl, ancl, CJftrr we had propared farms 
and got our o\rll l)Coplo into indn:-.tr;; and 
producing, then thPv could rnakP arrangc
nH'!tl." to tnku f'Otne of th<' :-:.urplu." lallOnr 
that the Dritie<h peopl<l arP faecd >Yith to-day, 
~~!though our friends Dppositc want to c-laim 
that Quoeusland is tlw only State that ha>' 
nnelnplo~·nlent, \Ye know that unPmployrncnt 
i;-; ran1pant all oY,'r thP \Yorkl. I run::;;.t 
t.:·or;gl'atulat(' thf' GoYC'l'nJnent on the effort 
th0v ha ,-c n1ade i11 rPg-anl 1 o rc1ie>Ying
nnf'.ntployuicnt. and Jnrillf!.. my traye}~ fron1 
one end Df the State to the other I ha.-e 
heard t.'XlH'l'~'3ionti of sati~faction frmn the 
workc'rs "·ith the a~~i:-.tance giYf'll during rhe 
~lac·k p0riod. 

Anothor matter that hDn, members oppo
~ite r0frnin fron1 n10ntioninp; if' t·hc .. vm·kers' 
coinpon::.cLtion pc.~icl by the State In"uranc:--" 
Offic-e. \Ve knu1Y that great ]H'(,gre~::.:. has 
l>ct'll n1udc ,.;inc-e tlw GoY<'rnuJcnt caUl(' into 
po1yer in rpgard io thE' cialn1~ paid urHiPr the 
Wmkers' Compcn,ation Act, hut it is foolish 
for TJ.;; to :sit dr-1vn a nc1 rest on our oar:::. 
\\'m·kcr,' compc•ll'-ation 1.-ill f'tand de>Tlop
llH'I11. and nn 011deavouv sho11ld be 1nade to 
g-01 thos" vd1o arC' totall:v or partially inca
prrcituicLl bac-k into ill<ln.'-iT'", The State 
Tn,nranc<' Office -J10nld adopt -'Ollle sc-heme 
to P,l!t tJ1''~P JL('Jl into a ca11ing fDr ·which 
th<·,- are ;l(]aptPd, ::\Jany pcrmaneutl,- and 
tC'~,npcraril~- 1ucapac·itatecl n1cn r-ou1d be n5e-

[JJr. Riordan. 

fullv employed in tlw different induSJries if 
they had an opportunity of bcin~ trained in 
those industries, "nd it is the function of the 
State- Insm,ance Office to get the injured 
\Yorkers hack into a profitable calling a~ early 
a.-; possible. If they do this! then the·,e n1en 
will. be bettee citizens to the State and better 
to thPmsch-es and their families, Oue 
n·orkcrs' con1pen.sarion is one Df thc best in 
th" •Ycrld, and there lw.-e been YNY few 
cornpla1nts in rlgard to it. The 0t11i1loyer 
doe;;, not lnlYe to pay the monr•y to the 
injurPd worker. The injured wol'ker 1nakes 
hi:" clairrt on the Insurance Conimi:;;sionC>r. 
with thP result- that WC' ha,-p had H'l'Y little 
litigation in r0garcl to dainH3. TJH' In;urance 
ConunissionPr deal:' with overv clai1n on its 
rrterit~. and most s~·mpathPtic; con~idcration 
ha·;, be0n given to t11e injnl'ed "\Y01'kC'r~. 
\Y-orkcr.:;' cntlll'l'llSation in othPr couut.ries 
nnder priYat0 -enterprise i . .;; not at all satiB
factoJ·y) and thP pa:_v1n0uts fll'C' not nparly a~ 
liberal as the> paymenL> in QueenelancL The' 
"I11tcrnationul Labour RE'YiC'IY.'~ in an 
article dealing IYith \Yorkces' cotnpeDFation, 

" The t<Jtal number of CCJ6ee under the 
V\~orkmPn·~ Cc~mpen:.:ation Act.;.: taken into 
('Ourt in Gr0at Britain in 1922 \Ya:-; 5.343. 
::\la.nv of the::.:.e. hoiYC'Ye1'. IYt'l't' app1ira
tion:'' for dl•alinp; \Yith .allowallf'C'~ ::dread!· 
oTan1 cd and Jllanv w0re .'ll'tth'd out of 
~onrf- o~· otlH•nvise' di~\l)O~r J of. :;;.o that 
thP tOtal Lumht•l- of ol'igina]. ('lainl& for 
C"mn:'('Il::·ation flaally ~Ptt.lPd with the cog
uisalH'l' of the court-s IYU~ onl \' 3.042. 
·whic·h rC'pre.:.:.ent..._ ]e:o:;,-; than 1 Jler ·('Pnt. of 
ail CHS0S COill}lPI1Si.1h'd O('C'Urt'ill~,' during 
t}Jp year. Tlwr0 wPre 25.580 ca.;;:cs in 
1Yhich 1ncmoranda of a Q.TPemcnt..;; and 
inforn1al i<rbi1-rations were n'gi:-;tpred 111 
tlv• court~. 

" These casee >Y01'0 onlY 6 per c<'nL of 
all rn::'.(·" conlpPnsatPd. Thn~ it appears 
that ih" g-r0at n1a.jorit~v oF. co_n~pl'nf:ation 
('~"'-C'~ arP 11ot subject to JUchcial super
YI;-;.Jon. 

·· Tht) toia1 JHlnlhPl' of cnsr::' nndcr the 
:Employer,- Liabilit_-, Act. 182'), tak<:n into 
court in the whole of Great- Bntam was 
thirf\·-fiye. The fignr0~ hav 0 stPadily 
dimir1ishrcl sinco 1907, when th0 numbPI" 
of ca."P:'-1 1Ya:-::; 583. and clc•arlY ~how that 
the r<•wedy prcJ.-ided by_ the Dlrler Act 
ha~ Lc•pn fallinp: into d1:-u:-;c ~1nrG the 
Act of 1906 came into full operati<Jn. 
ThP .... 1.Yf'l'age nnlOUIH of da1nag:es 
::nntrd('d in fatal ca:-.Ps 1Ya~ £229 and the 
a ,-C'ra~o arnount in {lisablc1ncnt cases. 
was £59, as a~tcinst £2211 and £15 5s. 
l'C'~pec.~iYoly ~~n;~Pr thl' 'Yorkrncll'", Con1-
pPn..,atiou Acts. 

From that· it appC'ar~ that- in fatal ra~r:::. t~e 
avPr,io·e amount paid wa,; £229, and 111 dJs
nblen~·nt cases £59; but it i.;; qnitr• difff'rcnt 
in QnpPnsla11d. ·ender onr Labour Govcrn
mf'nt f'DffiC nroYi!'ion i~ nHldf' to enab1e the 
depemlants of a >IOl'ker who has been fatal!: 
i11jured to ~tart in bn~i1_w~s Ol' L) c(llT~· ~n 
lu ;-;onH' other wa v b.';T g'lYillg' c.£600 at death 
and £750 to t<Jtally injured workers. 

Another n1att01' whieh iR causing great 
concern to the p<.'opiP of ~-\ustr~~Jia is _rhe 
PnDrn1ous gTowth of the pubhc "Cl'Ylf'e. 

Pe<Jple in the eonntr,v are> wondering where; 
thi~ ('xpcnditUl'C' j:-; going to :;;top. Thert' 
\Yas an artic1t in "Truth'' last Sunday, 
which sho"""d tlw grmYth of tlw public ser~ 
,-i"e in tho Australian StatC's f]'{)m 1900 to 
1922. In 1900 the number of employees in 
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the public service was 89,831 and the salaries 
paid £11,733,815. The n-umber of employees 
in 1922 was 246.818, and the salaries paid 
£58.474,292. Then the i1gurcs for the Com
nwnwcahh f:C"n-ice \Yero giYcn-

" CommomYealth employees do not 
include Commonwealth Bank or Com
momYcalth shipping line, but include 
railways, defence. and employees at 
Cockatoo clock yard-

.. In 1917-18 l he i1gures were-
Government employees 236,092 
Salaries ... £33.072,411 

The question ariscs as to whether the tax
l)ayers of ~..\ustralia can f'arrv such an 
enormous S<•n-ice. Are we getti-;,g the best 
rc~ults from this scrYicc? Our prin1ary and 
H'Condary industries might well be extended. 
\Ye ban) our young people either growing 
up to be public sen-ants or ''wood and 
\\·aier j0cys," through our failure to extend 
our ~eeondarv industries. \Ye have hero ono 
of tlw grcat;>St industries in the "-m·ld-the 
\\-ooll<>n industry--and there arc practically 
no \\oollen mills OJWrating. \Vc arc sending 
our "·ooi to the other side of the \Yorld to 
be manufactured into cloth, •md then sent 
hack hcrc to be sold to us at double and 
treble what it shoLI!d cost us. 

I notice aim that the Irrigation Dcpart
Jnent is rnaking efforts this ~Tear io b1·ing 
about. a rrwre ~atisfactorv distribution of 
,,-utN. ::\Iatt0rs >Yith rc•gat:d to >Yater, bores, 
etc .. had r<•allv been in the hands of the 
squatters up to the adnmt of this Govern
ment and tlw establishment of the Irrigation 
pep~rtrrH:n!. The 1 .~::ri~~tion Con1missi~ner 
l!<l~ 10Ullll 11 \-vrY {lllll~UH Oil :SOIIU.' tH'('WSlUil~ 

1 o g0t sufii.ei0nt \ya tcr fron1 flowing bores to 
atct· the land of :;electors who tab' upcountr~

l·esumNI from the squatters. In the mattet 
of ~ubartesian borP~. no matter how nluch 
\-;atcr mav be there. thPrc is 110 authoritv 
nudf'r the iH'C'Sent r\et in connection with nori~ 
flowing borcs to sec that the sdector gets a 
n•asonalJlc snppl" from thP squatters. 

T think Hwt tlw llonartnwnJ, of Public 
I nstrnction and the De[Jartment of Public 
\Yorks ha,·p been YPl'y generous jn regard 
to schools so far ae the countrv districts are 
concPrnc•cl. Right from <HW cn;l of the State 
to the other \Ve can sec n0w schools being 
<'rl'f·ted and teachers ]HOYiclecl. \\'here thoro 
arP not ~ufficicnt Statf' schools proYi::::ional 
schools arc tn·oYiclcd until the time an-iYes 
,dwn the <'l'<'dion of a State school is 
just i lied. Xo difficulty has !wen experienced 
b,,. people in the c01mtry districts in that 
rpgard, and uo ono appreciate;;;. the action 
ol the Government more than the people 
liYing in thosp district 

ThP hem. mc•mbor for Bulimba refened to 
the troatnH'nt of meat and to the position of 
ilw \\'orkcrs eng-aged in the meat industry. 
~\_ grcaL deal has been said regarding the 
nwat worker and his attitude to the mrat 
companics. During the >Yar period, ',Yhen 
the Briti:;h Gm-Prnmcnt guaranteed to thCl 
n10at cornpani0s .any lo~s on rneat ~Pni fron1 
their work;;;) the companies wcrC' prepared 
to carry on under any :c~ondit.ions; but 
innn{'diatd:v the guarantcP was takPn oH 
they set out to i1'(ht tlw \\·ork<'rs in connec
tion with a rcduf'tiOn of their \YUg'CS. rrhc 
I.Yorkprs sub1nittcd to <:L rC'duction, but: 
further clispuies arose, forcecl on b~, the 
bo's, ancl ap1wah wen' made to the Arbitra
tion Court for t!w dcregistration of unions. 
ThcrP arc always two sides to a case. Some 
of the gentlemen m control of meat-

works in Qur·f'nsland n1ight Ycry ''ell he 
dealt \Yith by th0ir companies inotead of 
the line of {irc being always in the direction 
of the worker. The >YorkPrs tried to me0t 
the <•on1pa11ies when the slu1np occln'red in 
tl~e industr;\ but the con1pani0s haYe neycr 
gn~cn an Increase to the \vorkers ·without 
an appeal to the Arbitration Court. The 
only time the companies yo]untarily appeal 
to the Arbitration Conrt is for the dercgis-
1ration of a union . 

In conclusion. I hope that before the 
,-car JHtssl's awaY the State \Yill be faced 
with a brighter "outlook. that the exchange· 
position ,,j]] luwe rig-hted itself. and that 
it will not be difficult for tlw Government 
to p;Pt n1on0y out from England to put into 
operation their J1rogrps:;:.iye policY. Those 
,,-ho think, and whose mis,ion is !wt to tn 
ancl mislead the public outside. knmy tha't 
the- Governnwnt ha,-'e started ,\·arks which 
are of a progT0S,iYc nature. \Yl' have only 
to iake the Da\v~on 1{allf'v irrigation scheme 
and the' devc•lopmcnt in BmH·n district as 
an illustration of that. Since the advent of 
thi~ GoYcrnmcnt greater progress has been 
1nado throughont QueenslanO than \Yas 1nado 
dnring the whoh' half <>enturv in which the
part"- rcpresPntPd by thP Op)lDsition sat on 
the Treasury benches. 

::\Ir. DEACOX (('unninyham): It is \'<'ry 
cliflicult to criticise the Financial Statement, 
bccausP '"" do not kno\Y "·hether before the 
C'lld ~1f the Yl'al' it is going to be this Statc
nwnt which \Yill goyern th0 financial position 
or wh0th0r then~ will lw a ne1v arrnng01nent. 
\Ye kno,,- from 'tatcnwnts made in the Cham
ber by thr Pl·;:_~nJ.ier-<ind fi·fJlll i-lutt·nlt·IJlf:> 
nutrlP b:v a. gr'ntlenlaH ·vdw would be the 
Premic•r-that ther-e is a g-reat diffcrC'fJce of
opinion a~ to v. hetlH•r the GoYE'l'lllllC'nt's 
policy i:5 the right one. Fro1n prPscnt indi
cations it is PYidcnt that the Go,-crnmcnt. 
haye cmn0 to thp <'ondusion that their 
polic'' iu the p>l't has lwcn a failurP; they 
haYP come to a deacl-C'nd. \Yill the hon. 
mcmlwr for Burke den,- that tlw -effect of 
the Trca;;;urei'':" Stah'nl(•nt is that Labour 
has camp to a clead-C'ncl' (GoYernmcnt dis
S<'llL) I tab' it that tlw 'Ireasurcr lmmYs 
more about it than hon. members behind· 
him. There is the difference bct\\'ccn the 
hYo section:-:;. 

The TREASrRER: You are tnislc,ading. 

l\11·. DEACOX: Bdor-r I i1nish tlw Trea
surer ,,-ill sec that I am not misleadi;1g. One 
party is frightenL'd of going on vdih expcn
r1iturc. rl'hf~,- de~ire c:-cononiv and ca1·eful 
manngprnPnt ~anrl borrowing aS little as theY 
po,siblY crtn. The otlwr pad~- arc afraid 
of nodting-. I ~yn1pathise IYith th0 Trea-
surer and the nwmbC'l'S of the :'lfinistn- in 
thPir difficult~· in getting snflicicnt 1nOne:v· 
to carrv on. Non10 of thf'ir follower~ 1vill 
ll(Ji bC' ·~ati"'fic•d. rrho::;e l1011. lllPllll-Wr~ :-:('('111 

to li.-c in Dreamlancl or in 1\'ishlnnd. and 
rr>Jnilld me of thP old rhynlP-

,, I "-i,h the riHrs were full of milk. 
I wish thP lakl\s \YC'rr• iced f:,pongo 

eukcs; 
"·ish tlw seas we're bread and checs<'. 
I 1vi~h roa~i hePf \Y<mld gro\Y on tr-ees."'"' 

(Lang·htPr.) They are all thc time wishino:. 
\Yith reference to the 'Gnemployment In

su1·ancn Fund. it secn1s to nlP that th0. 
Goyprnn10nt haYc not kc11t their prm11ise. 
It was understooc! that the employers had 
to contribut<' one-third, the wm·kers another
third, and the Gon•rnment another third; 

Mr. Deaccn.] 
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"!Jut" i, von will look at the actual amouut 
~uh<cTibed bv tlw Go\"Crnment. vou will find 
that it is £10,900 short of th~ir quota. 

ThP TRK\~FRER interjected. 

:\Ir" DEACO:'\: That is shown by the 
repurt of the :-\ecretary for Public Works. 
He doe:-, 1101 e-i \·e the Treasurer cred1t for 
}laying paid an equal share with the CDl

ploypr:-; a1H1 en:ployre~. Tl11•n. again, .tb' 
]!OIL nwmbPr for Burke. "·ho spoke JUSt 

lwfcre me. said that nen•r before was there 
r;t-J 1nuch "diffen:nc<' between the different 
-('la:'-:--P~ of the people; never before were 
tlwn' ~o rnany poor ones and so Yery many 
"calth,· one,;" He spoke about the waste of 
mmH'Y b," the >YealthY clas·•; but the waste 
oi nlnnL~Y i~ not ~onfint'cl to the very 
,n·alt!Iy ·l"'op!e; it affects other classes" 
Look at tlw ~hf'Hl'l'l s and nulliY other work
ing nlf'n and :--cL' how they thro~v their n1oney 
about. ThPv "ork hard for a fe>v weeke> 
Hlh.l tht•n thrOw av;av in a daY all thev nwke. 
Thnt go0~ on all ~lvor Que'ensland, ~and it 
is not onlv the wealthv who >Yaste 1heir 
lllOllPY an(:l dc::-irc to lnakc a big show. 
Tho," arp jmt as bad in their method of 
:_·peHding lllOlH':V a:1 ~omf' of the ·wealthy
and tht'l'P are \VPallhv nH'n on that side of 
iht• ClHnnhL'r, ~onH' ,:cry wealthy nwn~and 
:::on1r• of thP Yt'l'Y wcalthit'st n1E"n outsi{le arc 
ba{'king tlwrn tlp. 

There i::-:; one l'C'f'Jl'2Ct in which I do not agrf't' 
with the Trrasurer, and that is in raising his 
ll)Oll(',v. !:It" propos<:;· to irnpose nc\Y taxation. 
Firs1 of all, dwre i, thP cheque• tax. That 
>vill come mnstlv from 1h0 eountrv district:'" 
"'!'hP pcopl<• in 't!w countr!· distrids pay a 
laro·p Humber of vPrv :-n1all an1ount::.. Thev 
do.~ not koPp much' cash, but pay thei.r 
.debt, by cheqnl'" Most of that now taxation 
will he paid h!' country people" They can
uot pa~~ it on, but jn the city the business 
pc'opll' >Yill be able to pass it all on. Then 
take the inf'rcaso iu railway~ freights and 
fan':--. The Gon'rnnH'llt 0xpoct to get a fair 
A~-mount from that. The business peoph' 
1Yill ag-ain hn able 10 put their extra freights 
on to the markd price. 

IT is not :-o nnich had ruanagcrnc11f on ont 
Tail \Ya:V::' a~ tl1c condition~ illlpO~('{l by indn~
h·ia 1 ;-1 \\:ard ... that haYP caus0d tl- · GoYPl'll

l11L'llt to illcr0as0 the fr0ights and fan'~. Tlw 
Railwa,, Department has wme 

f2 JUU.l difficulties in makillg the railwa.v' 
pay. A train i~ run to Pitt;;;\vorth 

on Saturday, n.rriYing thPr on Satnrday 
rnorning- and lea Ying Satur·clay afternoon. 
lmmr-cllateh- aftPr it~ arrival at Pittsworth 
jt ha~ to r~'tnrn to Too\Yoo~lH1 1 o tak0 the 
("lriYPI", fin'nlan, and guard back to thpir 
1wuH'"" Practical!."- speaking, ilw ·Ckpartmcnt 
ha:-- to run a ~JH'clal t-rain to l)ring; the tlue{' 
lllP11 hack lo rroowoornba, and ln doing- so 
the'\" cut the Pittswm·th district out of a 
~Io.11day niorniug traj!J. I went to the Rail
WH.Y DPpartment about the n1att"r. a~J I was 
informed that it >va, ch~ap·r for 1lwm to 
run a ::.peC"1al tralu than lc'UYP thL~ train at 
:Pitr"vortii until Monrla~" morning, l>ccanse 
unJer 1lw award tlli':V would have to pa~ the 
cn1ployt•es on the train at overtim·:: rates 
the whol<' of the time they were away from 
humc•" TlH• clepartmPHt could <•a,;ily pay th:: 

"boanl of th<·'c meu. all!l 'till b<' in pocket. 
and at the same time supply a convenience to 
tlH' rc:3id 11t~ by runninf{ a l\1onday rnorning 
trail!" The amount of board to be paid is not 
the trouble" It is the ovcrtinw nth• to be 
paiJ v:hPll \York is not JonP. The niFn \'\-oukl 
l'lot vrork on Sa 1 urday night or f;nnday. but 
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the,· would ban' to b:· paid overtime 'im><lv 
hPcause thf'v \n'rP awav from honH'. ~Th~re 
are cases Jii<c that in ;!i!Yeront parts of tiP! 
ShtP which put the Hailway Department 10 
R great deal of Pxppnsc, and thrn~ is no scns(' 
i.il it. The men tbcrn::->eh-cs would not objrct 
lo lH~jng U\Yay fron1 houv• for a Raturday 
nig"ht, providPd their board was paid: bu1" 
tlH' union~ go to 1he C'ourt and elalm pay
lltent for all these little points, which makes 
1 he \H)rking- position very nnsatisfactor:v. All 
this add;-, a lnucle11 to country resident . .;;, and 
011 ~PYPral branch lin<'R the· :-;eryien is Yerv 
un;:;ati~faC'tory. In fact, 1 he Re n-ice is unsati.~
factory on almost {'YPry branch line, simpl,Y 
hecausr the departrnent has to take into 
account the extra amount to be paid whm thP 
n10n arc' awav fron1 honH'. Seyprai tirrreR I 
haYP ]ward tli0 Minister sav that he belieYed 
in constructing railways· to d,'ve1op tht' 
countr:'i-~. 1ht~ expenditure i11curred therein to 
1 )(' LorlH' b:'i-' gt'lH'ral taxation. That is a sound 
pr()po::::;itiml, bc'f'an~e. aftpr all, tht• n1ouev 
cO!lli'S ou1 of the' pockets of the peuple, and 
jt doe-. not matter Ro 1nuch, prov1d('.d the 
COlliltf.\- i . .;; being J(~\·eloped, vdrethPr the 
t~YJI('llse is LornP b.Y taxation applifablP to 
f'Yt'l'vbodv or \d1Pt h0r it i~ horn(' hv th 
proc!uePt·: ' iY(• 'huulrl 1<'1"\" on tlH' \Yh;llf' of 
the pt'oplP 1 o raise n•Yciiue lo d.•ye]op th • 
<'ountry. Tl1P Go\-l'rtltrlPJlt propost" to rPvert 
to the ~.v:-;tenl of rai~iug· frpig·ht~ an.d fare:.:. 
It is propo.-- d roughly to raise ~olnf'thing like 
£90t:l.OOO. \Yhetlwr it be an increasE' in 
natural gTO\Yth. thr· fact rc•mains that thcrP 
is to lw an additional £900.000. 

Tlu• TREASTiRER: The hon. gentleman's 
iigurl'~ are a lli t \vcak. 

:\Ir. DEACO:'\: The only benPflt the coun
ny ge1s from it io about £100.000 to be 
spent or; the Pradication of prickly-pear.· 
ahour £30.000 in works carried out by the 
J)ppartrrwnt of Public "'mks. and £130,000 in 
r0n1is~ion of rPllt~ fo1· priddy-pC'ar and catth• 
holdings. The remission in rAnt is not alto
g·cthcr relief. bccau~e the Govt"rnrnent could 
not o'{'t ~nv rnorc rPnt fron1 that countrv 
dwn "1he'" h"aYc now fixed. The country wiil 
(>lllv I'CCPiVP about £260,000 from the in
UP,ISe in rpyenuc, which will probably 
amount to £900,000. That is not a fair 
proportion of cxpeudi1 ure" \Ye are having 
more and more mollE'.Y spent e;-ery year in 
tlw citv. If anv IH'\V ':-rorks art' com1nencod 
er lll'\~" school"· Nected. it is the citv that 
n•cPiH•s thf' benefit while the countrv 'stands 
still. So long as that state of aff~irs con
tinno:-: 110 real prosperity can he expected. 
\Ve hav~· bpon living up to the present on 
loan moneY and havr not b0rn dPveloping the 
countrv i;1 tlw n1annPr \YP ~hould. The 
Goyer1mwnt could haYe taxed four big 
cla-,::cs 111 or.df'r to bring in inC'reas0d 
n·n~'lllle, if it \'iTas required. rrhey aro the 
[Jig" publicans. the big· drapers, the big 
speculators, rmcl tlw big sheep men. All 
ihme clas·os, because of the high prices 
:ruling·, arc ~baring in 1he present prosperitv. 
There is onlv one of those classes that the 
G oyprnnwnt · propo:;;p to tax by increased 
railwav mtes, and that is ihf' wool industry. 
It would be equitable if the Go.-ernment 
harl incroasl'd th<' income tax a little, beeauso 
the ""hok bnrd<~n ""onld have been spread 
over the whole of tbose classes, The Govern
ment however, under their proposal to in
creas~ the railwav rates. arc unduly placing 
a hio-h tax on the countrv. vVhile anticipat
inn· 'incrc~sed receipts from the Tailways the 
G~'"ernment have giyen no indication that 
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·theY arc going to provide incrC':l;;;cd facili
T ie; for loadi1~g by the con~truction of sid-
1Tl~4·.s at country raihYay stations. Thf'"t" 
f<>cilities would save time and money to th<• 
producer and giYC him lllOl'P time_ to \vork 
on hi:;; fann. It would n1l'an 1IlC'rcased 
i,rodnction an;l an incrrasc in revt:>nuo to tho 
Gnn•rmnent. The Railway Department i' 
not able to satisfy the demands upon it for 
inerea~cd facilitie~ at conntrv ~tations. ThL• 
department would haYc its n•venue very 
·much increased if it had the money to 
t'Xpcnd i1i providing such urgent facilitie:;;. 
The GoYl'rnment are going to take >a. lot 
n1orc n1onev fron1 th0 taxpayers. and I hope 
tha r the:<· ~vill g·i,·c some attention to this 
important matter. I heard the h<m. nwmbcr 
for Ips,vich and otlwr hon. n1en1bPr~ ;::.ay 
\\·h~t thcv wonlrl de when theY g·ot the con
·('rol of the f;n&nrial institutio'ns: One hon. 
member ·.aid that the,- would then lend 
mmwy out at the rate; of 2 per cent. or 
3 pc.,: cent. Their friend' in Rn.,sia grabbed 
tlw whole lot and could not so]yc the prob
lern. because thev are no\Y going round the 
,,·orld se0king ba~k]ng for loans to pa~· their 
dehts. 

}Jr. HARTLEY: \\"ho did that. 

}Ir. DEACO:\": Som• of vour hiPnds in 
Hussia. \Ye all kno"· H'T:<: wPll that lhu 
moll<'Y at llw dispc"al of tlw banks is horr,1wPd 
n,v tliosP banks and the> have to pay for it. 
If :nnl lend that nionP;: our at 2 pPr C'(1 11L or 
3 prT cPnt., aft''l' paying thl' PX}H'll:-'f':-- of the 
l1ank. ;.·oll coulcl 110t pay the original ]nt~?rc:-:.t 
on that nlOIJC'Y. It i~ no u,..;p a 1uan lendin,lr 
ont n:.onov ufllps~ hP can g't't a f:ati:'faetory 
rt•turn. Jt 1.· useless to talk of lending rnorwy 
at 1 p r cnnt.. 2 p<>r cent .. or 3 pPr ec•nt. Tlw 
Gon•runwnt haYe control of th0 hanks 1o a 
{·ertaln extent: tlwv control thr savinu·..
hank·, and the!· can.not h•nd DlO!H'~- out ;1t 
1t.' -~s than 5 pq· f'ent. 

~fr. :MoRG.\X: The,- can >'pc•nd mmwy on 
Ycntures that do nut r~Jturu 1 JH~r CH!lt. 

;)h. DEACOX: 'l'herdorC'. thc•v coEtrol 
Jinancc to a certain extPnt, thm.tgh. not iu a 
directiou that i-; !wiping- the countr:c. Tlwy 
have been borr<nYina InoncY YCl'V fr'I...'Plv and 
paying 6 per ~cut for lt. ·the p<;sition 
regarding the bank' ie that in 1919 the b~nb 
hPl<l the people's mouey to the extent of 
£36.782,000. of which amount th0v had. 
inYested in GoY('l'Il!llC'nt Sl'C~tritie:-; .£1,418,156 
\Yith th0 exception of that amount the• mo1Wy 
\-V'a~ available fur ,e:encral purpost:..~~-

In 1923 the banb ht•lcl the people "s mom•y 
·to the <"dent of .£59.360.800, ancl th0 amount 
lnYc~terl in GoYPrnment securitlc~ \YU:"> 

.£18.549.043. 
That cri\·(';:-; Hfc rt'a..:on for thl' tjghtnf'!"~ of 

1non0y ~1 pres nt. EYe1·y ('ountry district is 
Hlfforing- fron1 tightne:--s of 1noncy. GovPrll
llH!JJt ~ecuritje~ at 6 lH)r cent. arP 100 attractiYP 
fot the inY!'<t or. and so tht• man in the countrY 
f'annot gPt any nwnt..,~-. The bank:-; arp cori
trollc•d to such an ('XtPnt that tlw tightnc•." 
-of IIJ{Jllf'~~· 1:-- ~toppin~ tlw dcYPloptnl'nt ~of tht' 
.country. 

:!.\Ir. .llARTLEY : -y Oll lllPHll the· bauks arc· 
clopping the .cJeYt'lopnwnt of the country. 

:!\fr. DEAC'OX: I mean the Governm<•nL 
·ncm. members on•rlook the fact that I pointed 
""'t that the wtplus money was in.-ested in 
G·oYernn1C'nt securitil',..;. Dul'itig' tlll' laM four 
y{•ar:-; an cnorn1ou:' arnount ha::; gone into Go
Yt>rnnlcnt ~cruritic·"'· The GoYernrncnt hav0 
had to appeal to the banks to lend them this 

m one~·: tlwy have pract icall:<· fotcPd them to 
~ub:-:('ribp ro tlw GoYPrnrnent ]Dan:o'.. 

::\Ir. Bt-LCOCK: That applies to thl' ('ont
nH>nwcalth loan'. 

:\lr. IlEA CO:\": It applies to State loans. 
loo. \Vhy, t..,Y<'n in n1:-T tinH'. we· harl a Bill 
brought into this CharnLcr thrcate11ing that 
if a GoYernniont loan were not sub:'cribcd, it 
\YouJd bP Pnforcod. There 11.·as a compu1~ory 
proYision in that 1nen~ure. and W{' ht~arcl it 
ddended by eYer~- hon. nwmbcr on the oth"l" 
:;;,id0. Thc-v st..,C' nrnv what the\~ haYL' douP. 
The TrPa>iu·C'r and the Secretai·v for Pnblic 
Lands roimed out that if thev ~cJi.cJ a~ somP 
of thPir :mpporter~ wantPcl thc'm to clo and 
iiH'rt'H~f..,d tfw La:;;.ic wag£', they \Yould haYC' to 
take j1 out of th;- pock<>ts of otht'l' 1Yorking 
JJWn, und gin~ it to tl1\_· working lllt'll who aru 
supporting tlw GoYt>rnint•nt. ThP public 
!...fPnPra11~· .an' in ~uch a position that tlH)y find 
ir d ifticul 1 tu borl'OW nimlev to calT\' on their 
up0rarions. ThGt lJO:'ition. }Hl'' lH.'Pil brought 
<l bout bt'( an so of the anlotmt of nwrH __ 'v the 
Go\·cnJllH'll1 h'l.Y(' l'OI'l'O\\"Pd in Quee11slar~t1. 

TlH' Govel'IlllJCllt in1pos0d on lHiblic spr
\r<lnb::. !JllrP1: a cla::- ..... tax. jn:'1 the ~amt~ as tlu_• 
larJ{l tax i_:'; n da~;-. tax. Tht•v pick{~d out a 
particular clas of lHlllli( ~ Sl'l'\'ant::; .and 
impo~od on thPnJ ,~ tax of 5 per ccut.. whiC'h 
i ... HOt paid Ly any o1h0r da:':' except the 
lamllwlder>. 

}Ir. f'oLLIX> : Le" than 1.000 )WO]llc pay 
laud t~.. x. 

:\11". DEAC"OX: It cloc' 11ot nwtt,,,. who 
}Lty::. it. it is purely a clas~ tax. Because 
theY pa:, that tax they are 11ot relie,·cd from 
thP paym""' of othN tax<'~. The~ ~till haye 
tD pay their inconw tax, .and they st i1l ha Ye 
fo pay PY('l'Y oth(•r tax i1nposod hy thf' G-o
Yf'rnJneiH rr.lld thi~ 5 per Cf'llt. iu addition. 
The publir• ~( lTant:o. can BC'f' 11ow th0 injus
t-ice of a rlas~ tax. It i:-: unjust to :'lin~r1C' out 
hnv partirular dasoE- in the communitY and 
pul- on a tax 1vhich is n1ore than their 'share, 
ancl ,,-hicl> is i11 addition to their· other taxes. 

:\lr. IIARTLEY : You mca11 Sir Sydney Kid
lliall. 

:\Ir. DEACO:\": Tlw hon. mcmhe1· knO\Ys 
very well \Yiwrn l mean. 

}fr. HARTLBY: I would like to pay that 
£135.000 that. Kidman has to pay: I >Yonld 
1wt grov.-1. 

:\[r. DEACO:\": T was hoping that this 
sp:--..:.ion \YP would lJayp sonw consideratioll 
giu•n to the land tax. It i;; ab,olutely unfair 
to pick out an_,. cla6;; of people and makP 
tlwm pay a special tax. The land tax is a 
tax c111 a rnan'~ capital. If he lJorrow~ 
capital lw has still to pa~- on that. A man 
mav llO!lJinollY own £3.000 worth of land. 
Ih: Jnuy haYC' ·a nlortg·age on that of £1~500, 
lmt lw is taxed oll t.lw full amount. Xo 
exc•mption be:<oiJd the £300 applies to him. 

::VIr. Tlrx~nx: \Yln· doe's he not take up a 
lea>elwld? · 

}!r. DF:ACO:\": It i~ almo><t impossible to 
lake np a lPa~choJd. If a . .1nan has his rr1on0y 
inn·~tPd in freehold-if he invested it before• 
this Gon•rnm<'nt. came into power-what is 
he to do witb it? Throw it up? 

Mr. HARTLEY: :\"o: he can convert into 
h•aschold. 

Mr. DEACO:\": LC't 
that were conYerte<l. 

11..::. \akf' some l a.~0::; 
For iustancP, ou .a.. 

Mr. D~acon.] 
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repurcb."ed "'late, tb<:>v >vould allo"· a 
selector to convert it into' lcasebolcl in fifteen 
years at 5 per cent. 

.~ GOVER:-DJEXT ME}IBER: 3~ per cent. 

:\fr. DEACO:'\: If the hon. member thinks 
it is 3~ per cent., be is mistaken. It is 5 
per C'ent. on f1 repurchased estate. 

The TREAB"CRER: As a matter of fact, 
\YhPrC a. n1an pays 5 per cent. it is on a 
new .-alnation and not on the original price. 

Mr. DEACO:'\: The Treasurer is quite 
wrong. Only the other Lhy I approached 
the Sccrdary for Public Lands with a depu
tation asking that l\Iaryvalc should be re
Yalued at the end of fifteen :n•ar,, starting 
from the time it was first taken np. It 
ltas not vet been decided whether that can 
be done.' 

:\I1·. Du;snx: Die! you '"k for ,·om·er
~:;ion '! 

1\lr. DEACOX: I asked to haw· a revalua
lion made. 

:\Ir. Dc-xsnx: \Yith a .-icw to conversion: 

:\fr. DEACON: Xo. it has lwrn connrtNl. 
All the money they ha w• paid in from the 
beginning \Vas to be taken into n<.Tount. in 
d('tcl·mining their rent~, bnt it was 5 p0r 
c0nt. on their original capilal. and they 
'"ked that the firet period of !Hteen ::cars 
ohould otart from the datP of selection. It 
has not vcr bccn decid0rl by the Department 
<lf Public La]](b >vh0tlwr that can lpgally be 
done. 

:Ylr. HARTLEY: That .does not arplc- 1o an 
ordiuarv fre0holJ ~ele('tion. Yon c .l.n conycrt 
1 hat into leasehold if you ~want. 

:\1r. DEACO:'\: In connection >Yith a per
petual lease selection, th0 rental o£ which is 
1~ n<'r cent. of the capital .-aluc. i1 is only 
the first holdei· who gets the bendit. \YhPn 
lw comes to rcsell--

:\Ir. TicLCOCK: \Yhy should he sell? 

:\fr. DEACOX: Because lw, hns a good 
thing on in ~Piling. ~'"'- long l0asc \Yith a 
low rental of 1~ per cent. on a small capital 
Yalnc is a good thing- on thP markct. A 
number of tbesc perpetual k·ascholclcrs realise 
that the:-· can get an enhanced value. 

Tlw TREASCRER: I thought membN·s on 
·.our ~iclc ::-aid that it wa not a good sccurit.v 
becaLisc you could not get an advance on it? 

:\Ir. DEACOX: It is not good sccurit:, to 
lJOlTOI\ On. 

The TBEARI-RER: It was said to he a 
worthies" security. 

::\lr. DEACO~: fln fat' as the ordinarY 
banks ar0 ('OTICPrned, it 1s a. worthle~s 
security. It is a good thing- 'O sell the 
],·asc. It does not matter a bont gPtting 
f'ecnrity, you can si1nply sell your h'"!lSC. 
That i" the case with some perpetual lease 
selectiom. P,-,ople simplv take them up 
with a view to holding them for five years 
without bothering a bout improvements, and 
then s0ll them. It is just the same in con
ncrtion with grazing leases. If you take up 
a. grazing lease for a long period at a low 
rental, it is >vorth sonwthing on the market. 
The man who gets the benefit is the original 
selector. I suppose the Government have 
huncl that out in connection .,-ith perpetual 
leaseholds. 

:Mr. CoLLlXS: \Yhat is your remedy? 

[.Mr. Deacon. 

:'\fr. DEACOX: To make it freehold. A 
man is more like]~· to develop a freehold 
and make it productive. 

0PPOSITIOX :\1EoiBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. Dcl\STAX: Jt is pnre fallacy. 

The CHAIR:'\IAX : Order ! 

:'\Ir. DEACOX : I got away from the ques
tion. At a rental of 5 per cent., if a man 
has to pay the original value in twenty 
year.'. lw \Yould have 110 further advantage 
1 han he had _,·hen he started. Some land
holders \d1u took up lo.nd under freehold 
tenure havP engaged to pay the Governn1ent 
the full nt!ue of the land, but as soon as 
thPy gt't it paid the GO\·ernment start to 
take it all baek again by the land tax. 
If the GoYernment members, instead of 
simply righting among·st themselves about 
their little diffen'ncps of policy, would only 
work together. things might be differ!'nt. 
I do not think the Ministers have been so 
n1uch to blan1c•. I realis,_; that in ma.ny 
ease~ they ha vc had things forced upon 
!hem by their snpporter,. TheJ must have 
fel1 m am a time r hat, if thev had been 
a Uow<•cl t"o r"e their own jndgmc11t and harl 
thPir own -v,a~r, if th("'Y had not been forced 
nloug b.v a 1najoritv in the caucus to do 
lhings they did not n•ally wish to do, thei1· 
po~ition nnd the po~ition of the country 
would han• been much better than it is. I 
do not hope that anything will come out of 
t-hp prP:wnt ~nlit in thG (~oyernincnt rank~. 
I do not hop<' that tlwre will bP any imprm·e
nwnt ;.:.;o far <Js the Govcrnnu)nt policy is con-
< ('l'J.:(_"'d, becan...:c I eau f:Pe that the n1ember~ 
1vho are ag·aiu~t tlw poliC'y of the ::\Iinistry 
hc:n' the higge,t ba<'king· outside. I do not 
think any good will come of the present 
("t](leavonr of Ministc•r• to straighten thinge 
ont and pm things on a sounder footing. I 
bdic.-e that the,· are endeavouring to, 
~.t ra ighten 1 hings ont. bnt with the position 
as it is. I am qnite sure that it w·ill end 
jn uotbing. 

The ho11. nH'ln lwr fov I pswieh r~~fcrrcd to 
1 he· price of cattl0 and the position of the 
l'tale 'lotion,. \Y0 all know that there has 
]wen a. waste of monev in connection with 
tlw ~tarion~. Lnt it ditl Rl'Pm extraordinary 
!:u hear tiH• hon. memlwr sav that because 
SOltlP bn)J()(·]" brought £9 ancJ some £7 per 
h•ud, the aven,gc Yaluc of the cattle on the 
State ~1ations \Yas anything liko that figure_ 
It mnst be renwmb<'rccl that we bought 
.-;on10 of tlw· ~tations at so nn1ch per head 
of ;;;.tock. lndudinp; co\V'". calYcs, and CYC'l'.'-~
thing. and that the an·raw' price we paid 
.ra~-< n1m·n llwn the Jn·c.;;:cnt pricf' of a fat: 
J,nJlock. It is absurd to eay that, because 
a far builock broug-ht something like £7. that. 
i~ the• HY('l'Rf!t' yaJup of the cattle appearing 
on the books. It must be borne in minLI, 
too, that the a.-eragc annual turn-off is only 
onf' in se \~en. 

:Mr. nn,COC'K: How does the hon. gcntle
rnrrn <'xpcct rh0 Sratc stations to be in a 
good position IYhcn other f'attlP stations are 
in a bad way? 

1\Ir. DEAC"OX: Do2s the hon. gentleman 
admit that the State stations are in a bad 
\nt.\'? Hall. mcmbcrs opposite contend that 
they are in a sat.i~factory po3ition. 

:\Ir. Du.cocK: The cattle industrv is in a 
bad way. · 

:\It-. DEAC'OX: EY0J";boclv kno>Ys that 
the cattle in<Jm,try is in a baci way, and the-
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Stat<' ;tations are in the same bad way as 
all other cattle ventures; but why not say 
~0 ·: 

:\lr. BrLCOCK: The State stations arc not 
in a "·orsc position. 

Mr. DEACO:\': The Govenunent have 
attempted to prove that they are in a satis
factmy condition by creating fictitious book 

'alues. The cattle have not 
[2.30 p.m.] been taken at their market 

value, as should have been the 
case. The country is not told the truu 
financial position of the State stations, yet 
we han' hon. members opposite saying that 
they are worth the Yaluc as disclosed in the 
books. It would be much better at the 
<'ar!iest ]>ossible opportunity to get rid of 
all thp State stations and put the country 
to the use that it is intended for-to tho 
'ettling of people. The State stations are 
of 110 lwndh to the country, and it is of no 
be1wfit to the country to have large areas 
locked up e\·en if vou call thorn State 
statious. They haYc nOt assisted in any 1;yay 
to cheappn the price of mPat. and no sen
sible man could argue that the holding of 
a large number of cattle "·ill reduce the 
price of nwat. \Ye should look back on the 
past am! rPalisc that the average price for 
meat in Brisbane to-dav is 7cl. per lb. Hon. 
m~mbe1·s opposite ha\·e argued that the 
<'xJstcnce of State butcher shops has caused 
rhc n;duct ion in the price of m0at but that 
is a fah' idea to entel'tain. Onlv 'the other 
day tlw Premi<'r of Victoria. in. addressing 
the housewivPs of that State, ,,,aiel that the 
GoYernnw11t 'n'rc in s~~n1path:v \Vith thcn1 in 
conncc·_tion with the hi2;h priee of 1neat, and 
he pmnted out that in Queensland in con
pequcnce of the establishment of State 
stations and State butcher shops the highest 
pnce that "·as being chargpcl for meat in 
Qneens!and was 3~cl. p0r lb. \Ye all know 
that tlw highest price in Brisban0 to-dav is 
b. ]Wl' lb .. and the average price is· 7d. 
JWr lb. The fad that the State is holding 
statimts and br0cding cattle does not make 
th<' slightest diffPrPnce in the price of meat 
to the C'OllSUDlCl'. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Does the hon. gentleman 
think the Statn lmtchcr shops should be 
P}o;;;0d '! 

:\Ir. DE. \COX: Of COHl''<' tlwv should be 
doscrl. ·What use arc thcv. \y c are no~ 
1naking any mOlH'.v out of' then1. \Ye arc 
not helpiJJg tlw worker or anv one else to 
g0t clwap meat by keeping them. 

:VIr. F. A. CooPER: On the same ar~umcnt 
we should closp r-hc Dcpartnwnt of ~~g-ricul-
1nn."". becau~e \Ye an-~ not getting anvthing 
out of it. · 

}Jr. l~E.\C 'OX.: 'J'hp De>partmcnt of Ag-ri
culture lci rc11JeJ'Illg gn)at assistance. but the 
?tate blltchcr shops are ]wlping nobody. It 
Is not chcapen1ng the pr1c0 of Ill' at ancl ha~ 
ncY0r flonc so. 

:\h. Bn.cocK · :\feat "·onld lw dearcr if 
the shop~ vrPrc not in cxlstencp 

Mr. ::VioHGA~: \Vhy did Hw Price Fixer 
rdmp to Jix the price of meat in Brisbane? 

:\Ir. HARTLEY: HP did not "·ant to hit the 
cattl(1 O\Yncrs t-oo hard. 

:'llt·. DIL\CO~: I am not talking about 
the cattle mnwr. Hon. mPmbers opposite 
elann tlwt they look after the intere,,ts vf 
th<· worker. 1 n the old Tory days before 
this Govt1 rnnwnt cmnc into po\ver 1neat was 
cheaper than it JS to-day and cattle were 

clearer. The producer got more for his 
cattle and the worker got cheaper beef. 
That was the case all over Queensland. 

Mr. MoRGAX: The middleman is makino-
the profit now. o 

~VIr. DEACO~: To-day the "·orker i& pay
rng n1ore for his beef, while the grovver is 
getting less for his cattle, and the difference 
between the price paid bv the <onsumer and 
tlw pric" rpcei,·ed hv the" producer is ~rcater 
than it has 0ver been before. o 

Mr. J-lARTLEY: You arc ··wrong. 

:Yir. DEACOX: I am not wrong. We have
spen the time under a Torv Gm·ernment 
when meat was sold .at. 3d. per. lb., but it has 
Hcvec Lcen sold at that price since Labou1· 
has been in office. 

Mr. MORGAX: And cattle were 1Wvcr so 
cheap as now. 
. :Yh·. DEACOX: The waste of public money 
ts not cnlv confined to State stations and 
State Lutcher shops. The time has arrivPd 
when "·e •-hould take .,tock of all State enter
)'l'ises and cut the loss. 

:VIl'. CoLLIKb: Do you includ,, the railway"? 

:\lr. DEACOX: I said t.he time has arrived 
_,.hc>n we should rake stock of all Stat0 enter
pri>es and cut th<· loss of those which are 
unprofitablP and an' not helping· the State 
in anv wa:v. I do not sav for one 1no1nent 
that ;,-e should di;;continuc public utilities. 
Tf State Pnterpriscs arc a public utilitY they 
~hould be kupt going: but vdwn thev are 
JJ<>ither one thing or anotlwr. and instead of 
hc>lping anybody arc placing an a·dditionai 
httrdl'Jl on the St.ate, ln'sidf'::.:. employing· a lot 
of llJPIJ who cannot earn tlwir 1vag(-·~ in thE'n1. 
it is better to wind tlwm up. The Gm·ern
ruent should haYe left tht• mining industry of 
Xorth Queensland to pri,·ate owners. If. 
instead of Cllf.taginp; in the Chillagoc and 
<lther StatP rnincs, th('~l had giv0n oppor
tunities to the 111inPrB to \nn·k those mines, 
nncl crush the ore, it. "·ould han' been much 
better. not onlv for tlw miners hut for the 
State. ' 

\YP have had about ninP :n'ars of long; 
<.:;ndeayour by this Gon~nunont to in11u·o\--:.? 
the position nf the worker. :\f~- experirncn 
;:uuong working n1Pll ha~ l.aught 111e that ·t.,helr 
ambition. or at lC'ast tlH' ambition of r•ycrY 
worker who i8 worth anythiug. is to be indf~
pcndent. to be his vwn boss. nncl to 'f't llim
·"clf up in his own little busim·s. The G~
n'rnmPllt haYC' no1 in any wa:v attf •npicd to 
help him to achiPH' that ideal. It has L•.'C!l 

tlwir attempt to k0ep him on the lcYd .1f a 
""~.' agc-earnc1·. Th0 working- nwn nnLll'l' prf_
vious Admini:::tratlons alvn:tY~ had a ('h:.ul('-0 
to <nYn hi~ O\Yl1 businf"'~".L anrl "\\'0- \\Ollirl 
n~siH hin1 to ;lo ~o by {'O-OJ)C'ration. \Ye 
kno\V ·wlJ<lt cn-O]H-'rcdion has done £or thn
farnwr'<. It ha' en a bled 1lwm to se>Clii'C the 
o'iYner"-hip of varion~ hus.inP~S('."' anrl to ~avt:.. 
m one'. X one of them has b<•en a burden on 
th<· Stat·c. If we could do the same for the 
"'\Yorking ill('ll in !"hi:-: State', it \YOu1d hP rrrnC'h 
hf>ttPr. not only for tlwm but for the "·elfare 
of tlw "·hoiP community. 

:VIr. ('QLLI::--iS (liow1n): I have btPned 
io many speeches from ho11. members of the 
Opposition in the hope that I 'mnld learn 
something in regard to what they would do 
in the eyent of tht>ir oC'cupying the Trf'aBury 
bcnch0s. I hayc "·aitcd sine<' tb<' debate 
c01nn1enct'd to try to get son1e iHdif'ation in 
that direction. In my opinion. it would be 
the greatest calcmity that could happen to 

Mr. Collins.] 
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Queensland if tlwv were to become the Go
,·ernnH~nt. ina:-,muZ·h as so far their criticisn1 
hao lJL•eu- of a dedructiYe and not of a con
~tructiv0 f'h<Itad.cr. Y(•ars ago, when we 
were Ill Opl""'itiou. we used to deliver 
speechc- that >wre of a destructive nature, 
but we al-,o tried to deli,·er speeches that 
wPre of a construe-tin; nature. I haYe fol
lmYecl the dolmtP on the Finaneial Statement 
fairly cluer>l,v. and I find that the one cry of 
hon. mern bc-rs OlllJosii (' is against taxation. 
The,- clai!n that om- industries will b0 ruined 
or that w0 shall stop the dcn;lopment of 
tLosc industrie-s. The leader of the Opposi
tion ~aid tlwt uwney was lH=-ing taken from 
1hc aycnu<·s of natuml de.-elopment_ I do 
not kno\Y -v:hat. the hon. 1ncmber 1neans b:_v 
that. Then \H' had the hon. member -for 
'YnnYiek ~tating that 'Ye arP Etrangling 1nany 
of our industries. Later we had the hon. 
JnenJ~H:'!' for Too-wong f'rying out about taxa
tion :~to;)piEg the deYclopnlC'llt of the country. 

I claim that that is not so. \Ye find that 
nothing we Call tlo will sati,fv the Opposition. 
\Yhc•n we had a rldicit of £184.979 for 1922-
1923 \H' wor0 crii icisPd and told \VC' \V Cl'<' not 
fit to manag-0. any State. Xcnv that \Y0 ha ye 
a surp]u, of .£12,707 for 1923-1924 we ar. still 
cl'itici~c-ci. nnd it is said that vvtc' are aJJ 
extraYagani GoYcrlllncnt in thP n1atter ef 
f'XJH .. 'lHhilll'P. 

.:\lr, Vowf.lc~: How much did you get oYer 
~-our ('·,\1 imatc:;; ·.' 

}Ir. COLLT:'\S: So far as the attitude of 
th Oppositiuu is concerne-d there is no hope 
in the futtH{' for mankind. \Yhile we mig-ht 
uot haYL' clonr: all the thing·s cx.pcctPd of us, 
the peop]p ha.-e nothing to look forward to 
~hould tl!!.:' JH'f'sc•nt Oppositiou get into po\Vt:r 
-which I do l!Ot anticipate. 

}Jr. :YlORG.\X: \Yhv Jid vou want to supcr-
..:.ede t h£' Prt'nlit•r? · ~ 

::\Ir. COLLI~S: Sornc rin1e ago, recognising 
that thi5 debate was coming on, I wanted to 
gc·t .son~t"' illfol'OHltion that I could u:o:p during· 
the debate, ami I wrote to the Registrar
General the following lf'ttcr, dated 14th July, 
1924:-

" I >Yould be pleased if you would kindly 
»upp]y me with the following- informa
tion:-

1. The number of pastoralists and 
paotora] companieo who have paid 
income l"ax sineo tlw inception of the 
Income Tax Act. 

2. The total amount on which income 
tax v.~as paid. 

3. The amount of income tax and per
Cf'ntagc to tohd income taxpaycrR. 

4, ThP total wealth production or 
estimated >v-calth production in Queens
land per ' -ar since the inception of thu 
inC'orne tax. 

" l would abo be glad if you could let 
me hrrYe tlw different years separately. 

"Trusting ~·on will be able to supply 
me vv·ith the aboye infortnatiou at vour 
t•arlie-:.t." ~ 

On the 23rd .Jnh·. 1924. I rccc•iv-ed the follow
ing reply:- · 

'· In rep!~· to your letter of tlw 14th 
instaut asking for certain information in 
rc>S)H'et to Queensland statistics, I enclose 
herewith dcwumenti; ,.-hich gi.-e the parti
culal·s ~~ou rcquir0. 

·• I regret that I arn unable to giYc you 
figures prc•·ion' to 1907, as they arc not 
aYailable.'' 

[Mr. CoUins. 

These arc the taules supplicd

PASTORAI.I~T~o 

Xo. of Total 
Year. Tax- Taxable Tax_ 

pnyP!':->. Income 

~----- -------
£ £ 

100~ I 
1DO:l I 
100-1 ~ No'*" aYailable 
100;) I 
1906 J 
1907 J,:-rti ~.1-±R,:Lt:/ ;)\),;)~8 J(i·~l 
100:" 1,:27) l.DO~,O.JO G:!,onn -ll·()j 
1900 1,60:1 :2,-1-i7,87D ()\),0-J-6 18·~;) 
uno ] ,i:ll a,o:2f\Wl7 R6/17G 47·;):-) 
1\)11 L-liiD 

' 

2,!3J 5,~)22 <Fi,07G :~s·n/:3 
1012 1,757 2,602,4-:!H 71,704 ~~8·77 
1\ll:l 2,!:>2 =~,716,218 lOJ,O-tB 4-1-81 
19~-1 :2,2;)R -t,05D,fl8;) 116,106 47·02 
1015 l,R2fi 2,82R,06~ 157,4-J/ -1-4<~+ 
1D1fi 2,;)22 +,os±.:ia1 281 ,{)1 :~ ii-1--11 
1917 :3,19!1 .\6G:3,H48 :~:20, 14-7 56·7:~ 
1 !ll R 2,0:1R 4,0-1--!,H0-1: I :JR!J,:3l:Z () 1· ;~:~ 
1!l18-1 D ~ .. )1 :{ :1,6-10,830 -!.)~,;}3-_1. 51·2:3 
1 !ll 9-~0 2,-l-[l/ -1,610,02:J 007,:189 -18·81 
10:!0-21 2,0GB :~,0;) 1,!371 368,010 :15·:r; 
1021-22 1,156 :!,:!86, 7:3J ; 301,309 :3-t·;)/ 

l)ASTOR_\.I, CO:.\fPAXIEf'. 

Xo. of Total 
Yt'Hl'. Tax- Taxable 

pa~-ers. Iucomt:. 

--~--- --··-----~ 

£ 
1002\._ Xot HlO:lJ 

2.7 320,860 1004 
1005 i8 487,612 
1906 36 !i84,\l46 
1907 :1f) n::n ~03:3 
1\)08 38 7;)0,577 
190\l H D75,086 
1910 88 H72,636 
1911 H 817,820 
191~ 41 836,-I\JJ 
101:3 ~7 !HO,:lG!l 
191-J, 57 1,:~J7,140 
1915 51 1.,021,8\lO 
]g]6 {);} 1,:268, 7:);) 
1917 61 1,600,146 
Hll8 (j,[ 1,838,:383 
1918-1° .. 70 1 ,536,:)0~ 
1919-20 68 1,331 ,70± 
1920-21 -- 70 1,4;)3,38-1-
1021-2~ -- 48 1,480,415 

\YEALTH l'RODlTTJOX OF 

1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 

b -~.;.~ 
o:.cl ,..... 
~.c ~ 

Tax, ~3~S 
~~ 2,8 

;... 

;; 

i available 

I 

i 

1-1,671 H-0 
21,300 21·2\) 
26,2Hl :25·3H 
·1:3,:331 3:3·8:-) 
3;),1 D2 20·l:i 
-10,330 :33·2R 
41,733 25-S:l 
:l\l,828 22·H7 
:38,i30 20·08 
4'j •)7') :!1·47 
o2:o65 26-44 
68,855 18-87 
78,:)77 23·3~ 
\16,274 ! 26·0!l 

150,267 3±·0 
207,6H ::W·OI 
174,13i 18·98 
227.20i 25-93 
228,393 26-81 

Q"CEEXSLA::\l>. 

,£ 

22,881,266 
22,825,356 
25,558,831 
29,413,098 
28,222,990 
36.285.138 
43,747.857 
44,268,876 
.:1,947.276 
43,225.954 
49.043,916 
48,691,699 
49,699.435 
62,31L588 
60,278,602 
60,201,865 
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There a l'() many people \Vho arc unuer the 
irnpl'C3::-Jion that the pastoralists arL' uot in 
the position tbat these tables show, but, 
acconling; to tho i11corne tax rrturns these 
people h.._an~ alwa;ys bt'L'll on a good ~vicket. 

Coming to the question of \H'·llth produc
tion .. ,,-hich is linked up "·ith th<J prosperity 
of the State. \n' iin<.l that according to these 
statistics tbo total wealth production for 
Quccr:slaurl for 1915--thc year this Govern
ment took oflic(•~was £41.847,276. and for 
the yr•ar 1922 tiro total "·calth production 
was £60,201.865, or an increase of a little 
{ly('j' £18.354,589. 

:.ur. :.\IoRGA'i: An inncasc in ya]ue bnt 
not in tluantit:~. 

:.\Ir. C'OLLI:'\S: There "·as an increase in 
'n•alth pt·oduction of,, little on•r £18.000.000. 
That is tire reply to tlw hon. nwmher fot 
\YirHhor, -who iu c1·itici~ing the UoYcrn
Jn('nt point _·cl ont thP increa~e in rcYl'DUP. 
It wut1ld naturallv follow that there would 
be increa=--e in~ J'CYenth . bceausc "·c ftnd 
that tlw year 1914-15 the population of 
the' Stah' \Ya~ 676.70/, and according to tho 
]atP~t figure:• aY:.tilcJbL' iu the Tn'a~urcr'::::. 
table,- tlw population nuw is 811,168. or an 
increa·e ,-inc'' 1914-15 of 134.461, No one 
-..yonld i:maginc for one tuonH:nt that thP 
reYetiTH' of (Jth'PJl~lancl ' ould retnain station
ttll'y \Yith ;-:;twh an incr0a~e in the population. 
::S:D ouc W(Juld imng-iEe for one nloniCnt that 
the rcquiruucrns of the people would be les'. 
The rPqnirctnf'nts of the pPopl~~ are con-
1inunlly inct·ra:'ing. \Yhi](' thP w0alth pro
ductinll has bpcn incrc·asing· by leaps nnd 
hound~. uLfol·tnn&tr-l.Y for 1h0 n1ass of the 
people tl](; 1sealthv cla~~ ln Qu-Pl'll:·dancl has 
.nlso been incrt'~1::-iug b:v l0ap~ .ft.llcl bound~. 
l am cne of tlro'e "·lto lwlieYP what Sir 
f-\arnud Griflith ,aid in 1888-thnt "the great 
:-ocial problen1 of the prl'~ellt ag(~ i~ 11ot how 
10 a{·CLunulate wealrh but how to get a 
n1ore pquul di~trihntion of it.'' That -is 
"·hat this Labour party has g·ot io do. It 
ha~ to br-ing a bont a more pqual distribu
tiol! d ilre wc•altl! that ;, produced in thio 
StatP of QuPf'nslancl. That is not only a 
prob!c'tn for Queen,;land, but it is a problem 
for the Commonwealth al!d for the "·hule of 
the ci,·i!ised worlcl. It mav he that it will 
be a mere cliffi<:ult prob!<'fn t'o solve than somo 
Df U:-' thiuk. but we a1·c not going to bring it 
a bout by being; iu au,v \Y.ay ti1nid. Thnidit:v 
l0ads nowben~. f l'PHlC'l11bt'r saying in 1914, 
when the FNleral La hour GoYcrnment was 
in pov;,'l'r, that ·· tin1idit:-· JTiark~ the actions 
uf all Lahot!r Gm·ernmPnts," and that is 
rcall:-, what happens at times. \\'c brgin to 
f!t't timid 0\''ing io the ('ritiC'isuis that cornc 
frmn the> Oppo:-:i.tioll t:iJP. and owing- to the 
faet that 'YP beconH' con~eryati\-u through 
rr•adi!l.Q.' such nP\V~papers a·,, the '' Dall:v 
:\fail,~' the(; Couri(·r.'' and t1H' "rrt'!Pgraph" 
~patwr< ,,-hich circulate widely throughout 
the State. ·while I read these papers Ycry 
c·a rdull~· from time to time, I am not 
ia11uencecl by the articles that appear in 
them. 

r said a ll10ffi('11t ag-o that the problem is 
!he samo as that \Yhidr w11s pointed out b,v 
8ir Sarnnl'! Walker Grifiith in 188[. I !ward 
him myself uso the \Yords that I have just 
rllloted. Queensland i' a State which is 
l~etning with wealth and natural resources, 
and I question if !here arc any other 811,000 
people on the face of tho earth who arc 
producing ~uch an enonnou'"l amount of 
wealth. Bnt to bring about a more• equal 
clislribution ,,f that wealrh, to give tho 

masses of the [Woplc' rnon; of lho wealth 
that thc.1· produce. clrould be the aim ant! 
object of thi.s party. and, if \Ye do not do 
that, \YO are failing in our duty. I am 
wr!Img to aunrrt !hat WC haY£' gone a long 
\ra.v on the road, but I am not one of thoso 
\\ ho are going to gt"t into the doldrun1s be
cause· cPrta.iu things have happened. \Vc 
have hac! to climb man:: hills and oYercome 
many obstacles in tlr0 past, and the work of 
statesmanship is to oYereonH~ all obstacles. 
That i;; what the Labour partv has to do. 
·what do we find the position i~ Queensland 
to-c'~y? \Vh0n we turn to the irlcome tax 
returns for 1922-23 wr sre what the pOf·ition 
is. This is a reply to the Iron. member for 
Toowong, .,,rho said that we arc ruining these 
poor people_~these poor income taxpayers ! I 
am takmg mcorncs from £1,500 npwards-

----~--~---~~ 
I 

From£! ,501 to r:J,ooo; 
From £3,001 to £6,000 i 

Tax Paitl. 

£ 
151,761 
1-!l,331 

That iR a small income~I suppose the hon. 
ltlelnber for !'\anango has au incmno si1nilar 
to that. (Laughter). I"rom £6,000 and up
" arcls~poor fellows ! Just fancy incomes of 
£6,000 and upwards! Still they are getting 
the sympathy of tho Opposition. \Ye find 
tho position with regilrd to them to be-

1 Xo [ Taxable : . 
~ . lnrom<'. :1 Tax Pm d. 

-----·---~-:----1-~----i~--~ 
, .I ~ £ 

From £6,000 and up· I 113 . 1,3-t(-117 227,~32 
wards 

Total 
-- ---~- l-~-

1,13~i, ~.8SLGG3 I 520,624 

:Xow let us tab• companies-

'T'axablr ) 
No. Income. ; Tax Paid. 

~-----~------ ~---~·~--~·--
From £1,500 to £:3,000, 
l<'rom£:3,001 to £6,000 
From £6,000 and np-

\vards 
Total 

£ : £ 
13o i 28n.so3 1 33,18o 
10;) ! .J-28,385 , ;j-!,088 
1so 5,o37,oDG I 732,::sa 

: ' 
-415 :- 5,ts2,2s4l81~0,657-

-----·~--! ____ __'_ ·-~--
Tlrose 1,132 persons and 415 companie; have. 
a comhmed mcome of £9,633.949; in other 
\vords. they take ncarh· one.;;ixth of the 
\rcalth vroduction of th~ country. Let me 
n·ad that again, so that it wilf n·et at the 
back of the minds of the Opposi~ion~tlroso 
compa.mes and people took nearly one-sixth 
of, all ~he wealth produced in Queensland. 
v\ ell might Archhrshop Duhig as reported in 
tho "Daily Rtandard" to-uav: crv out about 
the social conditions of the· world. That is 
one of the causes of the bad social condi
tions of the world~a state of society which 
allows 1,132 Jwrsons and 415 companies to 
tako nearly one-srxth of all the wealth pro
duced. 

Then we are told that hv incrc osirw taxa
tion upon these wealthy neople we ar/; going 
to retard devel.opmcnt. ·where are we going 
to get t ho money to carry on the goYernment 
of the country rf we arc not going to take it 
from the peonle who arP !akin~ so muoh of 
the wealth which is produceu bv the masses 
of the people? How are wo going to carry 

Mr. Collins.J 
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on the Department of Public Instruction
which is not a revenue-producing department 
-with its . over increasing dmnands? How 
arL '\VO go1ng to carrv on the I-Ion1e Sccn:-
tary's Department-which is an increasingly 
spending- department and not a revenue-pro
ducing departn~ent-i£ 1ve arc not going to 
tako it from those people who are taking so 
much of the wealth of the State? The fact 
that vou take it from these verv wealthv 
poop]~ and di,tributc it amongst the masses 
does not retard production. I do not mean 
that we should distribute il unless thev earn 
it. because thcv earn the whole of it. · \Vhat 
1 mean is that you do not lessen production 
when you increase• the standard of living of 
1 he masses of the people. In other words, 
'"uch an inC'rease leads to an incrcuse in pro
duction: That i' the reply to the false 
t'-Conomics of 1 he hon. member for Toowong 
and otlwr; who call themseh-es smart busi
ness men. but who, in mv opinion, do not 
understand the ABC of business. The more 
vou increase- the standard of the masses the 
inore you inrrea:se their earning capacity~ 
which also means their spending capacity. It 
means general prosperitv all round. All 
you ha.-e to do is to look i·ound at the people 
since thE' ad.-E'nt of this Government to 
power. I remember coming to Brisbane as 
member for Burk€' in 1909. and noticing the 
shabby appearance of the JJeople of Brisbane 
in their dress. I remember men and women 
working at ,·ery low rates of pay when I 
<'ame to Brisbane under the good old Tory 
Government. Compare that po~ition with 
the position to-day ! My proposition is 
sound-that the more you increase the earn
ing rapacity thf' 1norc you increase produc
tion: becausE' the working class-who are 
tlw nation-will. haYe better homes and more 
comforts. Go into the towns of Queensland 
where buildings arc going up, and you \vill 
fine! that " better clas.J of home is -being 
built than ,,-as erected ten veaTs ago. Go 
into the homes of the masses, and you will 
find more comforts than vou used to see. 
Look at the people walking ;_,p and down your 
streets and ath•nding :;-our Exhibition. ~1ix 
among·st the crowd. Do you not find them 
bctt"r dre~:-:cd and better in appearance
better in every wa:v than the:-- were in those 
goocl 0ld starvation da \ s of a Torv GO\·ern-
inent? u ~ 

It is true that we haY€' done ~omething. 
bur we u nnot stand still. 'iV e haY<! to forgo 
<>head. But th<>re is 110 need to be dis· 
heartened. All tim0 is in front of us. \V c 
have onh- to g-et on with our 1·eforn1s. The 
110n. member cfor Albert ma:-· remember the 
publication of the "Cf'ntennial J'Ylagazin0"---.--
<111 Australian production. publishecl in 1889. 
Jn it rrppeared a remarkable article. of which 
1 .. ug·gcct that the hon. member for Enoggera 
11tiu;Lt 1nake a special study with a. yiow to 
gc·;tin:>; 'ome sound economics at the back of 
his head. It says-

[3 p.m.l 
" The fint step. then, in any pra<;tical 

reform is to establish a real and h.-mg 
belief in. and acceptance of, the truth that 
thu product... of a man's labour, after 
defraying the cost of his m~int-rnancP 
during his labour, belong to lumself. If 
onl.v this step were gained. if we all 
reallv believed this truth, as we are 
getting to believ·e the laws of health, and 
as WE' all profess to believe in humanity 
and liberty, it would. I am convinced, have 
almost as much effect as was produced 

['1J1r. CoUins. 

by the legislatiYe abolition of ,la,·erv in 
the British Dominions. But a more 
important step is to reduce the rule into 
practice. l\1an~· schemes have, from time 
to ti1ne, been suggested in the nature of 
co-operation. having for thl'ir object the 
ad,·ancement of the condition of tlle 
labouring population. But, as they have 
p;cnc'rall:v not been founded on any dcf1nite 
and clearly apprehenclccl law of natural 
justice, they have not brought about an:' 
practical result. I propose now. with 
some diffidence, to submit a moclc bv 
which the rule of right may bn reduc-ed 
into practice." 

Further on the writer says-
" I admit, of course, that there aro 

practical difficulties in putting this rule 
into OIJCration. But t1Jis i~ not surprising, 
socing that an extren1('ly corr1plex systen1 
of production has grown up for ages with
out any reg·ard being paid to it. And I 
fear it may take a long· time to work out 
the best practical application. But the 
sooner statesmen and political economists 
set themselves to the task, the sooner it is 
likely to be accomplished. And I am 
firmly con,-inccd that in the adoption of 
this rule lies the only hope of averting 
a terrible social upheaval and rcYolution." 

That was written bv no revolutionary. That 
was written in the ·year 1889 bv the "late Sir 
Samuel Walker Grrffith. Late~· on, we find 
that gentleman, after occupying- thP position 
of Chief Justice in the Commonwealth--

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman calls 
him a Tory now. 

Mr. COLLil'\S : An idea is an idea. 110 
matter where it emanatPs from. If it is a. 
good one. seize on to it: if it is a bad one. 
lcfiYC it alone. The hon. member for Toowong 
is surely not going to disown a n1an ·whom 
in vears gone b:v he used to praise. Th late 
Sn· Samuel ·walker Griffith. after he retired 
from the position of Chief Justice, 'note a 
Yery remarkable m·ticlP _,-hich appeared in 
the "Daily Mail" of lot :\0\-cmbcr. 1919. 
and has some connection \Yi!h the article 
which he wrote in 1889, and which I have just 
CJUOitcd. The latter article was written before 
l-lome hon. n1mnbers I.Yerc bol'n. 

Mr. BRAND: I thought th0 hon. g··llt]eman 
did not take any notice of the "Daily ~I ail." 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. COLLINS: I said that I did not take 
an:y notice of its leading artid·cs: and so 
forth. 

Mr. BRAND : The hon. gentleman did not. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member 
for Burrum to be careful to obo,- my call to 
order in future. · · 

::Ylr. COLLil'\S: This is not the paper's 
id('a. This is an jdea expressed by a nu1n 
who p:aye a good deal of thnught to social 
probh~n1"-a great deal n1ore thought than 
thP ho11. mcn1her for Burrun1 c\-er gaye to it 
This is a quotation from the a,rticle-

" THE SOCIAL l'ROBLE}!. 

" A FUNDH!E:o,"TAL ERROR. 

''1'he solution. 

" The first step to be taken in any 
schen1e for ameloriating social conditions 
must be to inquire what ;, the basis on 
which the actions of the communitv are 
founded, and how far that basis tends to 
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what is desired. If it is radicallv and 
fundamPntall:v wrong, there is no aitcrna
tive but to abandon it, and choose and 
follow a right one. 

" Then' is no room for doubt that. not
withstanding sorrw palliatiYt ~. our !"yst n1 
is founded on tl1e basis of · ::\Iactf'r Hule.' 
If the foundation lw unsound, we camwt 
be surpri"'ed if the struc:ture rai;o:;(•d upon 
it, whatever support it may h:ne from 
antiquity) i~ unsound al~o. 

"I am of opinion that th~· lJasis 1Jf 
mastery is absolutc·ly wrong. 

'' This, then, is the task before us~to 
abandon the false basis of mastcTv and 
substitute that of fraternitv. It is .;loubt
lcss an arduous task to up;·oot the funda
mental rules of mutual rclation~so funda
rnental as to be ahva ys in~ti ncti ye-and 
replace them by otlwrs ·radically different. 
Yet the difficulty must be faced. 

" The question of masterv is cssentiallv 
different from that of obe.cJ!. nee to law o.r 
to lawful or•ders. The children of one 
family may be equal in one sensP~that of 
having equal initial rights. but their 

·capaC'ities are various. So in u conJmunity. 

"It must be assumed that in t'very com
munity there is a certain amount of coH
tinuity, that in it established rules are 
followed, and certain rules of action aro 
tacitly agreed to and treated as if thev 
were part of thP order of nature. Tlrrs 
is indeed establislr"d bv historv and ex
perience, although it iS nowad.ays sorne
times denied. 

" In onf' sense thi3 assun1ption may be 
, said to be inconsistent with social 
<>quality, for tho ma.n who is required 
ID obey is in one sense inferior to the 
man whom he obeys; but unless we 
accept the law of the jungle this is an 
essential condition of the fact of associa
tion. A bee or ant. born into the domain 
of bee' or ants. would find rules existing. 
It would not occur to an:-· one to dispute 
thP absolute necessitv of such rules or 
their con,istency with perfect equalitv. 

·•rhere is ind0ed no alterna tin bitt 
amtrchy or jungle law. 

Ft:xDBIExHL DoCTRixES. 

" Sorno thirty years ago it occurred 
to me to try to express in the form of 
legislation certain propositions which 
appeared to me to he almost 'elf-evident, 
and which \vould. if adopted. afford rules 
for ruidance in the conduct of tho 
industrial affairs of the State. C\h idea 
was that if these doctrine., \YCro so 
assimilated by the people that they 
acknowlcclgPd their trnth and uncon
"ciously believed them, they would form 
an unconscious basis of legislation. just 
as rules of right and \Hong. rules of 
honour, rules of ftnnib; relationship. aro 
unconscionsly accepted as part of the 
order of natul'O by many. though unfor
tunately not all, of tlw existing so-called 
civilised community. But I anticipated 
too much from the effect of the mPro 
formulation of the rules; moreover, I 
had no opportunity in political life of 
giving effect to them, or even publiclv 
advocating them. · • 

" Yet it is manifest that some doctrines 
must be fundamental, and must be the 
'foundation of any theory of government. 
'These doctrines, however, touched oni:Y 

a small fringe of the subject. I shall 
endeavour now to supplement them by 
other doctrines equally self-apparent 
and equally necessary for acceptance. 
To procure such acceptance is a work 
beyond my individual power; I can only 
offer a contribution. 

" Among such propositions which I 
put on the same basis, are the following, 
of which those relating to the manage
ment and control of property follow as a 
ncces:-:;ary corollary upon the nature of 
the association of persons in the civilised 
COllllllUllity." 

Tlwn follow practically twenty-two com
mandments. 

:\Jr. FRY: Put them all in. 

;yJr. COLLE\S : If they could be put into 
" Hansard" thev would form illuminating 
reading, ::'\o. 14' commandment reads~ 

'· Tlw net products of labour belong 
to the persons who arc concerned in the 
production. If one person only is con
cerned in the production, the whole net 
products belong to him. If more persons 
than onP arc concerned in the produc
tion, the net profits belong to them, and 
arc divisible amongst them, in propor
tion to the yalue of their respective con
tributions to the production." 

::'\o one can cavil at that, but unfortunatelv 
this gentleman did not live long enough to 
give us other articles. This is the last 
sentcncf>-

,, This is a mere outline. I have not 
touched on theological, or legislative, or 
international aspects. The analog·y 
between these propositions and the doc
h·ines of some of the oldest religions 
supposed to rest on different bases is 
apparent e.g., ' Love th:-· neighbour as 
thyself.' 'Ye n1ust be born again.' " 

0PPOSITIOx ME:YfBERS: Hear, hear! 

::\Ir. H.\RTLEY: You know he was not Karl 
Marx. 

:\Jr. COLLI:'\S: There is no doubt about 
it. that the hon. members opposite will have 
lo be born again. 

}lr. BRAxD: First pick the mote out of 
your own eye. 

::\1r. COLLI.l\S: I am quoting the opinions 
of a nu1n 1vho was Prc1nit>r of this State. 
afterwards Chief Justice, a.nd then Chief 
,T nstice of the High Court of Australia. 
:\ ftor years of thought he came to the con
clusion th 1t. if we were to have a better 
state of societ~·. we \Yould haxe to get down 
to fundamentals such a,; he outlined in that 
article. That is \vhat \VC ,,-ill have to do. 

:\1r. FHY: IJ, ar. ];,•ar! V\' c agree with 
vou. t,-:-nfortunail•lv \\~~ do not take a nar
l·o,Y vic\v, but a brOacl view of the sitnation. 

:'.lr. COLLI:'\S: WP have nd. as hon. 
members opposite have suggechd, reached a. 
deatl-cnd. There will n<'ver be a dead-end 
so far as socictv is conc£'rned. Society will 
keep on progressing from point to point. 

Mr. FRY: Your party is stagnating. 

Mr. COLLINS: It is Tidiculom to think 
that we have reached a dea.d-end in such 
a State as Que·ensland, which is quite capable 
of carrying a great deal more of the cost of 
gm·ernrncnt than is the case at present. This 
can be done without injuring the State. 
It is quite right that the wealth of the 

Mr. Oollins.] 
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country that j, bc•in~· producccl should be 
bPttv~· di~rributed nn'longst the producers
that 1s, tlw ma'>'CS of the people. 

I haYc in rny hands the ::-anrc quotation 
that wa' 1"ed he· the hon. member for Burk0. 
\Yh0n I rr•r~<l that article dealing "·ith one 
of the '<}natter, of 1his State, it put me in 
n1ind of l.a:v n~adino- of Ron1an hi~torv in 
1he time of :'\no. llmow some of the place· 
whcrcc thc•sc people• !in•. TheY line in 
nwn:-:iun::' <'qual to anYthillg- in 'tlto world. 
Thc•ir Wf'alth ha~ brer; ,aceZu11tdatcd bv the 
nra~~c~ n~ the pcuplP, a11d these pcoplO are 
~9uat~dc_n:11g- that wealth. They are not put-
1 :ng 1t n;to reproductiYe cnterpri~ef.:~ a::: rnen
tloned by th10 hon. rnen1ber for Too"\Yong. 
The hoJL llll'lllhPr mav be doin~ that with 
his nionc.v, but tho~e p~C'opl(' are ~quandcring 
llw ;ye'!lth that is !wing· prot!ucC'd, and I do 
not bciicYL' that thev cannot bear more taxa
tion. I lwlil'YC w~ haYe not reachc>d the 
li1nlt of taxatio1J. ThcrP \YU~ uo li1nit during 
the ·,·;at whcu the friC'tH.l~ of hon. tn.c•nlber::~ 
opposite \'i'C'rc Hoating: l.oans~not of a fcvv 
n;iJlions. but of lmndr, ds of million,-for 
dc~tructiYo purpO,J!S. IIt.1ro in Australia 
hnnch·ecl; of million" of pounds \YCre spent 
for de~tructi\+C purpo~('~ and we haYc nothin£:; 
1o ~-how for lt. Y. .. ct tho Stato Go\-l'Tinncr1t 
are aC'('ll::<·f'cl of beiug an cxtl'avagant. Govcrn
ll1Pnt ~ \Ye haYQ as~ct~ to ~how for our 
n;oncy. but \\hat ha ye hon. n1Pn1bers oppo
f->1t~ ;7·ot to :;:;hrn\--thcy belong to the capi-
1abshc party-for all th0ir ;nus? \Ye han> 
Hlflll.V nH'll bqrgine- at the ~tn:"'et corners 
from tint<' tv tin1e'· hccan~c of that cxpcn
ditnn'. (Or~lV"ition i11t0rjcdions.) 

The ClL-\IR:'.L\X: Order! 

:\Ir. C:OLLI:'\i': \Ye s0c \Yhcrc their \Yealth'l' 
elassPS. _~ecording- to a. debate that took 
plal'e in tlw FPderal Parliament arc trY
ing_ to do~-lg~ hLxation. They prdted aboUt 
then· p linotJsm and kindw ss to the soldiers 
when 1hose soldiers n•turncd from nw front, 
a_nd now the.': are trying to evade just taxa
twn. to dcpnn• the> Federal GoYcrnment of 
molleY \Yith whid1 to pa v iheir debt to tlw 
ex-:;;.oldi<•r:-::. ~ 

:\Ir. KrxG: How do vou know that it was 
just taxation'? It has 'not been derided yet. 

The CHAIR:\IAX: Order! 

:\h. COLLIX:'\: It has not been decided 
'1s yd. but we han, a g-ood idea that the 
w<•~:llt!l)' classes of "'ll ages' ha ye tried to evade 
taxation. 

:\Ir. KrxG: You haYo l1 good ide"'! 
(Opposition intc>;·jcction,,) 

Tlw ClL\1R:\1AX: Order~ I ask The hon. 
H10n1her to addr0ss his ren1a.rks to the Chair. 
and hon. m cm bns on my left to cease 
intcrjt'Cting. 

::\Ir. C'OLLIXS: Yerv welL :\Ir. Pollock. 
I \\·ant to point ont that the wealthy classes 
haYe been trying to eYado taxation through
out the ac;cs. Th0 man who first devised 
taxation through tho Cust<nns was a very 
clcv0r man-far clcYcr<>r than those existing 
to-day. Gove1·nments. in my opinion, could 
nuse by rnd~rcct taxation 19s. 6d. in the 
pound if they \Yishcd without much com
plaint, hut if the,· put on direct taxation of 
ls. in the pound there is immcdiateh· an 
outcry against it. " 

The CHAIR::\IA::'i' : Order! 

:Mr. COLLIKS : Our Government. had 
increaeed the direct taxation. and rightly so, 
because the money had been. taken from the 
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wealthy clas~c:;, to carry on the public ~Pl'"
Yi(·c~ c;f 1hi~~ St.atL'. In do1ng that \\e ~uo 
doln~ the right thing. Cmnparr- our GoYC'l'll

JLern with t.h(' Federal Gm·ernment. \Yn 
·,·en• r,,ld duriner this d"bate that the Federal 
Go\-~'l'lll1lf'lH \YCrr n tnilting taxation. They 
ought to b0 a.3lwmcd of theul··clYes fo1· rCI11i!-
1 ing· taxation on the higher in<:on1e::;;, inas
!nuch a., they ar0 re;':pon::;ib1e for the deYelop
llLIIt nf this Cc•nmwnwealth. \Vhat Ans· 
tra1ia. lack~ to-Ja!· i:'- big· Au:-trali8ns. \Ye 
ht-<YL' •::-lllt!ll-:mlndct1 llH'n contro11ing- tho 
dt>.--tinies of the ('{n1ln10ll\\·c•altlt-nlf'n V:·ho nrc· 
dnit· ~- 110thi ng fo1· t l1c dPYPloprncnt of tho 
Xurrhr)rn Trrritory. nothing towards as::..ist
in~..; Queen--land 10 cL'Ye1op thC' northern por
tion oi thi..: State. and ·who arc doing n0:xt 
t:) llnthiug unvanL.: a~.'i~ting \Y~:-...:;;tcrn Aus
tralia to deYPlc:.p thr' north-\Ycst portion of 
t~l:lt gTPat StatC'. lu-:;tcad {1f l'en1itting taxa
tlon, the (\'Hl1110il\YC.:lth GflYr-rnn1c•nt c:,ho'.lld 
h,t\·c dunr" f'nlncthing to\\' .rd:-; a.sc.:.i-~ting the 
f!.trtH .-.. lllC'ntimH•t.l. ;_111d · ;;;hou1c.l ha Ye done 
:--om- tl1ing; tOIYanl:-:. deYclopiiJg the :\orthcrn 
Tl'lTitorv a ~Y·•tc'nl of :..·nihvays. bv a 

o.f rc,a~i.~. an cl l1y i rrig·a t.ion "'~-(u k3 
tlH'~' arc l'L'l]llircd. 

T hope I 1HlYC' lll<Hh~' it qnitr' e1P1"lr that tbc· 
Labour 11lOYf'n~enl ha,_.; got to lllOYe on. It 
callllc:t· afford t:) ~tan<l :::'till. In fact, it can
~1nt .•Plnd ~1-ilJ. Lu·,:,lhC' the driving- force out
<;.ldc oi Pnrlir:nl .. llt v.-ill collJl1C1 it to l110YC on. 
The pt~oplc realise that tlH':"-~ ha Ye not :et 
rcneh-'d th~~ ~oa~ of their ainbition. Thc~
h<.lY .. ' a long way to ~(O. I realise that. and 
I rnaJi~e that :;;iilCP Slr Sannwl Griffith \Yl'Ote 
t1Jnt ,n'tiell' ln 1C39 ·we have 1nade "\Vondcrful 
s1 rides~ hut I r~~ali~o that the great n1a~s of 
1hc 111' )ple ~tjll ha Ye to g·ct a greater flharc 
l f thr· wc'alth produc-ed than they are getting 
at. the prc~t'lH time. 

Duripg· this di~('U"'Eion \YP ha,-c bcPn told 
that wl~nt \VC' \vant in this Stato is n1oro 
~:·c-olldrav indn~t r1c": and 0110 .argtunent used 
hv thf' hon. !nc·n:brr for \Y1nd~or was that 
n~it~ of t·hc rc-a.;;on.;.; wh:v capitalif'ts did not 

.. cmne and c~tab1i,S:1 ;:;0condary indu~tri0.s in 
Quc,nsL;nd wa,;; het'au:=:.c of the excpssiYe 
Teixation. l)oc~ 811': one reallv bclicYe that'? 
D\·t1 c> anY011(' bellCYe that ~vho knows tht' 
111:--torv (: r rbi·3 Cnmn10ll\Yealth, \Vho kno\YS 
that \:--lctoria. in the nineties-before fpdcra-
1 ion-wa~ bui],din!! up l1f'r indu!'tries under a 
prott•cti:vo tariff. \YP all know that. am] wo 
aho kn(nV that. onl" of the reasoEs wh~
'\'condarv lndu..;tri1'"' hnY0 been ostabli~hcd 
in :\('\V South \Valp-;. and v-ictoria is because. 
nf th0 largo ponulation•::> o~ those States. 
1\u( ;;·hen wo did >c't nut w1th the Lc·t of 
intt'ntions 111 tht• world to c::;.tabli:o:.h a 
d'cond:nv indn tr}-- 1n Queen bnd-name1y. 
1 he iron. an(l stc0l works-\vhat kind of n. 
rui•ption did it rccPivc from the Opposition? 
Thon, whv all this cant and hypoorisv about 
the (·~t.n blisbme1n. of sc,;_'cYr:dary indnstrit':S '? 
\Vhon we sot out to ('c,trrblish i'ron and oti'ci 
\H.'rks in this Stnte . .did not n1embcrs on rho 
nthcr side-of "\Yhom the hon. lllOlnber for 
Too"\ ong \VDS the lTI0'3t ~uili:· offendf'r-send 
a deloo;,tinn to London to ston us from !!et-
1ing 1hc £9.0GO.OGO which would haYe enabled 
ws to build the iron and steel works at 
Bowen? That would ha Ye been a large 
soconckry industrv. An:vone who has studied 
the bist~ry of G,n·mctn,·. of Great Britain. 
Bnd of the "Cnitod States. must know that 
tbos0 three' great countrieq have been built 
up by the development of their coal and iron 
and steel indm<triC"', and hon. gentlemen 
opposite have to take upon their shoulders 
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the- lT ponsi11iiit\· for having blocked us from 
getting the £9,0UO,OOO loa11 in London in 1920 
which would have enabled us to establish the 
i wn .and steel industry in this State. 

I am not one of those >vho believe that we 
should depend soleh upon the Broken Hill 
Company's steelworks .at Newcastle. I am 
one of those who are looking forward to 
that big development in our State which is 
mentioned from timu to time bv the hon. 
member for Toowong. The only way that 
big development can take place is by the 
establishment of this big secondary industry. 
Of course important developments have 
taken place since tho proposal to e;ta blish 
iron and steel works at Bowen, inasmuch as 
our geologists have discovered 85 miles from 
the Bm,·en coalfields, at a place called Mount 
Coolum, a big iron ore deposit, so that in 
the event of iron and steel works being 
established there will be no need for us 
to go right away to Cloncurry or to Yampi 
Sound to get our iron ore. It is practically 
at our back door. If wc have not sufficient 
there, we have sufficient out from \Voodstock 
on the Townsvillc-Charters Towers railway. 
V{c have discovered abundance of iron ore at 
our back door. I hope that the Government 
will give consideration to this matter. No 
law has been passed to stop private enterprise 
from eskbiishing iron and steel works if they 
wish, but up to the present they have not 
done anything in that direction. I claim 
that, if ever we are to become great, that 
io the first step, or else the history of the 
i hrce countrie, n1entionod by me belies 
itself. 

::Ylention has boon made about our State 
(-ntorpriscs. The hon. member for Toowong 
"( ms to be the champion of private enter
pnse in re((ar 1 to coal. _\ccording to the 
figures supplied to me by the Railway 
Department the other day, the saving on the 
"-'orthern railway system by the use of 
Bowen coal since the railwa:t· reached the field, 
has been no les-, than £76,000. Does anyono 
inu:tgine for one n1on1ent that vvo can tart 
u State enterprise to-day and expect " divi
dend, as it vyere, to-morro\v? State enter
prises bke time before they become pa;-ing 
propositions. I have known privatelY-owned 
-coalmine-;, and friends of mine have known 
them, which did not pay dividends for 
y<'m·s. It took years to develop them. \Ye 
a ro already getting beneficial results from 
the Bowen State coalmine in connection with 
our railw~tT system. At any rate, there 1s no 
need to be d;·heartened in connection with 
State enterprises. We want to keep straight 
·on and never mind about tbe criticism from 
the Opposition. Thev stand for private 
nntorpri;•e as opposed to Sta to enterprise. 
They do not believe in State enterprises. 
\V c ha v0 had the hon. me m bcr for Cunuing
ham sa;·ing this afternoon that he would get 
rid of the State enterpri-.es that were not 
profitable, or something to that effect. I 
suppose that one of the first enterprises the,
"ould get rid of would be the railways. Ko 
"ane person would propose to hand over 
our State railways to private enterprise. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I rise to :t point 
of order. Is the hon. m em her for Bowon 
in order in misrepresenting what the hon. 
member for Cunningham said about public 
utilities? 

The CHAIRMAN : There is no point of 
·order. 

Mr. COLLINS: I have no wish to mis
quote the_ hon. member for Cunningham or 
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am· other hon. member. I think hon. mem
bers on this side can boar me out that what 
I said is correct-that the hon. member for 
Cunningham said that he >wuld get rid of 
State enterprises. 

Mr. VowLES: :\at of public utilities. 

Mr. C0LLINS: It is getting down to a 
Yery fine point when you begin to talk about 
public utilities. ·what arc public utilities? 
The sanitary business is a public utility. 
(Laughter.) It is one of the best public 
utilities we have got, but it is not a paying 
proposition. Ko dividends comfJ from that 
source; and it is so with other public 
utilities. It is getting to a fine point when 
porsom want to twist round what is a public 
utility nnd what is not. In conclusion, I 
.,·ant to emphasise once more that this 
Labour movement has reached no dead end. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : One of your 
members admitted it. 

:VIi·. COLLIKS : I do not .admit it, and I 
will not admit it. (Opposition interjection.) 

The CHAIRMAN: I must ask hon. mem
bers on my left to cease interjecting. 

Mr. COLLIKS: The Labour movement is 
going straight on with its programme, and 
I want to say right here to the people out
eide that there is no need to be disheartened. 
\Yhen men belonging to the same generation 
aq I started out, they little thought that they 
would live to achieve what we have achieved. 
In my youth we had in operation the prin
ciple of one man many votes; to-day we have 
the principle established of onP adult one 
,-ote. \Yh0n we achocated old-age and 
invalid pensions wo were looked upon as 
clrearrters and visionaries; but we lived to 
see them realised. Just so, if the men of this 
generation put their shoulders to the wheel, 
they will liv-e to see many of the reforms 
outlined by me this afternoon in actual 
o)icration. 'But I want to ·-ay to them that 
th0y are not going to reach them unlebo they 
are willing to suffer. No reform has ever 
been accomplished without some sacriftce for 
others; and, if they wish to reach the 
goal, the,· must put their shoulders to the 
whePI. not become disheartened, but ke-ep 
straight on, and reali: c that the future is 
theirs. 

J\Ir. BULCOCK (Harcoo): If any ono were 
looking for the two best indications of the 
condition of the Stat-e, one would think that 
the delivery of the Treasurer's S't.atcmcnt 
cvcrv session is one and that the other is 
the Exhibition which takes place in Brisbane 
ev-ery year. Hon. members have been say
ing during the whole course of this debate 
that the State has been plunged into a cata
clysm of pcsqimism< that there is no redemp
tion, that we have reached the end of all 
things, that the State has nothing to hope 
for in the years that arc yet to come. One 
side of the picture is the pessimistic scene 
which has been painted by memhers of the 
Opposition, and the other side is the Exhibi
tion that we had here quite recently. 
Whilst hon. members in this Chamber were 
talking abol!t the inability of the State to 
conduct its own affairs and its failure to 
prosper, we ftnd leading articles in the news
paper" issued during the Show period point
ing c,ut that we had a wonderful Show, 
and that, in fact, all records were shattered. 
If a Show or any such function is successful, 
it does to a very !?Teat -extent reflect the con
dition of the State; and more especially .and 
more vitally is that so when we come to deal 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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with an Exhibition which comprises exhibits 
from all parts of the State and represents 
all the industries of the State. There ·was 
nothing pe,c·imistic about that Show, which 
is the shop window, the Yery e::es, of the 
State. \Vhiht leader-writers of the " Daily 
:Wail " and other newspapers were setting 
forth the lamentabJ.o condition of the State 
they were doing the Dr. Jekyll-Mr. Hyde 
stunt in talking at the same time about the 
wonderful resources of Queensland and the 
unbounded prosperity that she is enjoying
the one a defmite, honest statement, and the 
other a specious statement of affairs for 
political purposes. I think that the leader 
of the Opposition remarlw·d that the Finan· 
cial Statement was a very depressing docu· 
ment, but this Chamber has worn a more 
depressed atmosphere whilst hon. members 
opposite have been speaking than the docu
ment itself exercised on hon. members or 
eyer warranted. There is no doubt that we 
have to consider things in relation to other 
things, and the objection I have to the 
specious form of argument of the Opposition 
is their total refusal or inabilitv to realise 
that one fact cannot be isolated from the 
surrounding· facts and displayed in this 
Committee and be passed as current coin 
of the realm. It is quite unfair to take one 
isolated instance out of it' setting and say 
that it represents .a certain set of industrial, 
or social, or financjal conditions or con
siderations. That is the form of argument 
that the Opposition have adopted during the 
debate on the Address in Reply and during 
the debate on the Financial Statement. They 

used the good old tactics of the 
[3.30 p.m.] emu, which buries his head in 

the sand so as to be unable to see 
his pursuers. Hon. members opposite can 
only see one fact in relation to the surround
ing facts, and that isolated fact conveys 
something to them that would not be con· 
veyed through them to the country if they 
were courageous enough or truthful enough 
to bring the whole of the circumstances for
ward. That leads me up to this point: 
During this debate the Government have 
been subjected to criticism concerning the 
financial condition of Queensland. Briefly, 
it has been said that our taxation is excos· 
sive, that our industries are declining, that 
our population is unemployed, and our 
workers are restless. Those are the four 
charges that the Oppositon have lev·elled 
against the Government. If they were speak
ing in the Parliament of any other State 
in the Commonwealth, or possibly in any 
other Parliament in the British Empire, the 
argument that they used here would have 
equal application in those other countries. 

:Mr. MooRE : It would not. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Since the hon. gentleman 
is disposed to raise the question, I will take 
the charges seriatim. First let me take the 
expenditur' per head of the population in 
='lew South Wales and QtH,'nsland, The 
leader of the Opposition in season and out of 
season has consistently stated that the expendi
ture per head in Queensland is inordinately 
high, and that the other States-presumably 
the Southern States-have managed to balance 
their ledgers more e.quitably than we have. 

Mr. ThlOORE: So they have. 

:Yir. BUL\'OCK: The hon. g;entleman stickR 
to his guns. In the last bulletin issued by the 
Commonwealth Statistician, I find that for the 
twelve months prior to 30th J uno last the 
expenditure per head of the population in 

[Mr. B1tlcock. 

N'"w South Wales was in the vicinitv of £20, 
whilst in Queensland it was in the. vicinity 
of £16, and the expenditure per head of the 
population in Que,?nsland is just a little over 
the average of all the States of the Common
wealth. The Tory-governed State of )! ew 
South Wales is as high as £20 per head, and 
thoro are other States considerably in excess 
of Queensland, but we do not hear their 
Gm·ernments or institutions being held up to 
ridicule. 

l\fr. :viOORE: vVhat brings down the average 
if they arc aboye it? 

Mr. B'GLGOCK: ObYiously, some are 
below. The leader of the Opposition and his 
colleagues would lead a.nybody not knowing 
the circumstances to believe that we were 
infinikly higher than any other State .. and 
J1f'rhaps higher than all the States combmed. 
There is the pessimism shown by hon. mem
bers opposite on this question. It has Geen 
said bv hon. members on the other side-I 
think the leader of the Opposition had this to 
say-that the high taxation-I admit that hig)l 
taxation is the natural corollary of the condi
tions obtaining at the present time-has led 
to unemployment. Tha,t is an axiom that has 
been trotted out by hon. members opposrte, 
and was trotted out by Tory Oppositions. 
n1anv vcars ao·o and has been a Conservative 
statPm.0nt so fo~g as the science of Conserva
tiY economics has been known. vVhat are 
the facts of the case? Let me take a concrete 
example. To-day England is the highest-t~xed 
counh-v in the world. She has not remitted 
taxation to anv E•:dmt for two vears. In 
1922, when she ,:cached tho n•ry bottom of her 
indn~trial depression, there ·was such a vast 
volume of unemployment in England that it 
exercised the minds of all classes of the com
munity. It became more than a menace, it 
became a scourge in the industrial life of 
England. Although taxation has not been 
remitted in England between 1922 and 1924, 
there has been a definite absorption of labour 
owing to the fact that the industrial and 
financial institutions have to some extent 
managed to balance the ledger, not by the 
remission of taxation, but by other social 
0conomic forces that hon. members opposite 
rt>fuse to recognise. 

Mr. MooRE: What about the £200,000,0CO 
remitted in income tax ? 

Mr. BULCOOK: I do not admit that, but 
assuming that £200,000,000 were remitted, 
how does the hon. member account for the 
fact that in 1923 prior to that remission 
there was a big decrease in the volume of 
unemployment" 

I want to put the position as I see it 
to-dav. \Vhen we meet here each year we 
find that the problems confronting the State 
are more grave, and appear to be. n1ote 
complex than thoY appeared to be m tne 
previous year. \V e find that they are not 
definitelv associated with our own progress, 
but that thev are a social phase associated 
with the progr0ss of the world. Human 
nature is be-coming more and more con1plex, 
and the conditions arising therefrom are 
also becoming more complex. Consequently 
the Government are faced with a _grave and 
acute position-a position arising out of 
economic sources over which the Government 
have little or no control. Hon. members 
opposite haYe referred to a reversion to the 
1914 standard. It is impossible to revert to 
the 1914 standard because society is just the 
same as any other corporate body. It is an 
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organic body which is continually evolving, 
decaying within itself, and rehabilitating 
itself out of its own decay. Consequently 
we cannot go back to the standard of 1914, 
although hon. members opposite have said, 
" Give us the 1914 conditions and everything 
will bo O.K., and everything in the garden 
will be lovely." Vi'e have he.1rd a good deal 
of discussion about the economic phases of 
our life in Queensland, and hon. members 
opposite have been disposed to suggest that 
a crisis has arisen on this side of the Cham
ber. It is quite obvious that we do not 
always see eye to eye ,w1th each other on 
particular queotions, and this is a fact. I 
honestly believe that, if certain institutions 
-the big employer·., of labour and the big 
financial institutions-were prepared to take 
the workers more into thci1· confidence 
nothing but good could come from it. Fo;, 
instance, we have no definite statistics in 
~ucenslan~ or Australia to-day to show what 
1s the national mcome or the national divi
dend. If we knew· what was the national 
~ividend, how much each industry was earn
mg, and how the dividends were distributed 
then it would be quite an easy matter to arriv~ 
at eomc adequate adjustment of om· affairs. 
If we knew in detail how the finances of 
the various institutions and organisations 
were used, "'? wo~1ld overcome a good deal 
of the unrest m evidence at the present time. 
It has been asserted by the Opposition that 
the workers should trust these institutions. 
The wo~kers ea.nnot trust them, and they 
never w1ll be prepared to trust them unless 
they can be coerced into putting all their 
cards on the table so as to disclose their 
earnings, to show where that money goes 
to, and how it is absorbed in the progrp's 
of industry. Such a return would show the 
amount of watered capital there is in the 
shipping a!'d other big companies. Further, 
1t would mv~lvc a considera.tion of wages 
from an entirely new angle and in an 
entirely new light. I venture to say that 
the light we would gain from that "know
ledge would disclose to the arbitration 
tribunal_s that they have before them an 
unexpl01ted field. At the present time the 
financial n;agnates arc clever enough, 
through the1r accountants and trained prac
titioners, to cover up the details that are 
necessary in arriving at what is a fair and 
adequate wage for the workers of the State. 

Mr. G. P. BAR~ES: You say you don't know 
this, yet you are assuming you do know it. 

Mr. BL.:LCOCK: I say we do not know 
this and that the country does not know. 
~f the country knew it, it could judge for 
Itself; but, so long as it is the policy of 
hon. members opposite to clothe these things 
in obscurity, so long the workers and people 
outside have a just right and cause to look 
with suspicion at any propocal brought for
ward by them. That brings me to a con
sideration of another que,tion that has been 
raised frequently during the progress of 
this and previous debates in this Chamber
the question of unemployment. I regard 
this question as being in need of very grave 
consideration. I believe that in the future 
unemployment will be the problem in 
p_olitics. I believe that such current ques
tions as free trade and protection, socialism 
and capitalism, will all centre around the 
question of unemployment. It is a question 
not confined to this or to any other State, 
and it cannot be eliminated until such time 
as we are prepared to prosecute the line of 
argument that I have indicated in relation 

to the distribution of profits and dividends 
and a final allocation of the earnings of 
industries. 

I think that everybody realises to-day that 
the Rt":te ha,s a debt to the unemployed 
citizen m our. midst. A few .-ears ago that 
was r!ot. reahsed. The Labour party have 
held It m the foreground of their Dlatform 
that the State i, under a distinct oblio·atio11 
to the unemployed. It is an verv w:ll for 
hon._members oiJposite to come here and shed 
specious tears over the fate of the unem
ployed. They do not offer any remedv. If 
we talk about increasing taxation to" assist 
the _unemployed, we are told that we are 
rummg- the State. If we talk about bonow
ing money to absorb the unemployed, they 
tell us that our mdcbtedness is alrhrdy too 
great, and that we .should not borrow any 
more mon8y. The only way that the unem
ployed ca1: be put into employment, so far .as 
the State IS cor:ce·rned, is by paying them out 
of revenue or loan funds and accordin"' to 
the Opposition. those channe(s of expe~ldi
ture are closed. Under those circumstances 
there is no opportunity for the unemployed 
to obtain work. ViTe all admit that 'the 
Unemployed \Vorkcrs Insura.nce Act was 
e. valuable contribution to the que,tion of 
unemployment, but it did not solve the prob
lem. ='Jobodv expected that it would. It 
offered a palliative that V\ as• a little better 
than previous pall.iatives. It wos a step in 
the right direction, and we must necessarily 
take another ster. I helieve that we cannot 
take a third step in this direction of dc~ling 
with the question of unemployment until we 
<hscover the profits that are being made by 
the ya~·ious institutions of our State. and so 
formulate a new basis of adjustment as 
between employer and employee. 

Mr. COSTELLO: Yes-the poor employer! 
:'11r. BULCOCK: Unemployment is a 

ghastly spectacle, and I believe the fear of 
unemployment i•, almost as bad. It has 
a_lwa~·s been an axiom of hon. members oppo
site and their prototypes, when they held the 
Treasury benches, to have a reserve army of 
unemployed. 

Mr. Ni:ORGA:\: That is not true. (Opposi
tion interjections.) 

The CHAIRMA='J: Order! 
Mr. BL.:LCOCK: That has alwaYs been the 

policy of hon. members opposite. " 
:!\1r. MoRGA:<r: You know that is not true. 
Mr. BULCOCK: I know that there have 

always been big· periods of unemployment, 
and that unemployment has been most dis
tressful in those .States where the Liberals or 
anti-Labour perties have been in power. 
There are 12.000 unemployed in ::\ew South 
Vi' ale~-12, 000 in " Fuller's Earth " unable to 
find work. 

Some time ago there was some discussion 
about the establishment of abattoirs in Bris
bane, and a certain proposition was put 
before the Premier by the Meat Council. 
The matter was discmsed bv the Meat 
Council, and thev a.,ked that some facilities 
be provided for the e'tablishment of ab~ttoirs 
in Brisbane. and. I take it, in various other 
centres of the State. I would like to address 
a few remarks to this question. becanse it 
seems to me to be a. very vital one. and one 
that should be ventilated. I believe that 
the present system of the killing of meat for 
human consumption in Brisbane is totally 
inadequate and wasteful. I know that, 

Mr. Bulcock..) 
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ov; ing to the distribution of the slaughter
houses in. various contrcs over wide areas, 
two Vf'l'v fatal things occur. The first is an 
inadequate supervision of the nwat before 
~t f?Oes i~to human consumption, because it 
~'> Impo,,s,bk for the meat inspectors to go 
nbout ~rom place to place as rapidl\ as might 
be desired. 'That could be ovucomo by the 
establishment of central abattoirs. 'The 
sc·cond poir,t is-and though it is not of 
equal irnportancc it is an in1portant point
that at the present time there is a verv 
grave waste owing to the fact that the b,~_ 
products are not properly utilised, and in 
many c 1ses not utilised at all, owing to the 
fact that small slaughter-yard,, exist wh<'re 
it is impossible to put up the waste and the 
offal in a remunrrative form. 'There could 
be a considerable reduction in the cost of 
meat inspection, and, so far as the health 
of the community is concerned, a far keenN 
and better and more adequate supervision 
by the establishment of central abattoirs in 
Brisbane. But there is some danger in the 
proposition that ha' been put forward. As 
I understand the proposition, it is proposed 
that the cattlemen form a pool. Incidentally 
on this question of pools I understand that 
it is to be a compulsory pool or compulsory 
co-operatwn, if such a thing is poseible. 
. Mr. J\10RGA"l: It is not a pool at all; it 
13 compulsory co-operation. 

~H 3.48 p.m., 
Mr. DuNSTAN (Gyrnpie}, one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair
man in the chair. 

Mr. BULCOCK : It seems to me that 
compuL'3or:-;7 co-operation i:-< rather a contra
diction in terms; neverthl'less, I let that 
go. It is obvious that the hon. member 
for JV1urilla is not in tho same c1mp as the 
hon. membor for Albert, who fnlmiLated in 
this House for about half an hour on com
pulsory co-opcrat.ion. or ''"hntover hon. mmn
bers opposite call it, and the fact that we 
htwe conscripted tho funds of ccrt a in of the 
primary producers. However, it is pro
posed by the cattlemen to establish these 
abattoirs. I think something better could 
be offered than tho proposition that has been 
put forward b:; the pastoralists. It cannot 
b'o cla1merl that we have been antagonistic 
to the welfare of the cattle industry. 'Ve 
havo rem1tted rents; we have reduced rents; 
and vYe havo passed legisJation .~·iying the 
ccttlemen an copportunity of forming a board 
or h ust for the purpo"' of controlling the 

hole of their output. 
Mr. ?vi ORGAN: On condition that similar 

legislation was passed bv the other States 
of Australia. " 

Mr. BULCOCK: That is just the point I 
am commg to. At least we passed the legis
lation while the Government of Xcw South 
\Vales and the various other Gu·{ernn1ents 
refus0d to pase that legislation. 

:\lr. l\IORGAN: 'I'hey did not ag-ree to it. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Whv did thcv sav at the 
initial conference that thev would p~ss that 
legislation? · 

::vfr. MoRGAX: The Governments did not 
agree to it at all. 

Mr. BULCOCK: The delegates who 
attended that conference agreed to it, and 
the Queensland Government kept faith with 
the cattlemen and desired to do the rio-ht 
yhing in that direction. I am merelv pofnt
mg out that we did the right thing in 
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accordance with the expressed desires of the 
cattle people while the Governments of the 
Southern i"tates, who are supposed to be 
sympathetic towards the ea ttle industry, 
could do nothing. 

Mr. MoRGAN: 'The:.- want our cheap pr·o
ducts. 

Mr. BL;LCOCK: \Ye export about 87 per 
cc·nt. of the meat that is exported from Aus
tralia, and it is obYious that we shoul.d have 
some control all'l '"Y in the whole question. 
Quoting from tlw hon. member's official 
paper, I fmd that, i.P an editoral last month 
dealing with this big queBtion, it is set 
fc1rth that-

'• 'The importcro purcha ,ed big consign· 
rnents of Australian meat at 3~d. per lb. 
delivered in London." 

That scorns to n1c to be an alarrning state 
ment, ·but I take it that it is an official 
statement made by the meat companies of 
Queensland. Further-

" 'The retail price of this meat ranged 
from 9d. to ls. 3d. per lb." 

Ti is oh\-iow<, therefore, that, while the cattle
melt could have done something for them
selves along the lines suggested by a Mr. 
Jones the other day-that the Queensland 
and othc1' meat interests should establish 
retail shops in London and \ arious other pro
vincial towns for the distribution of Aus
tralian beef-the whole trouble has been that 
the cattle gTo"·ers will not co-operate. 
Voluntary eo-opera! ion has failed. 

Mr. ::\foRGAX: 'They have not got the 
ll!OLE'y. 

Mr. BULCOCK: ="ow we have this pro
po·ed <.:0mpulsory co-operation for the "'"tab
lishment of a ha ttoirs. This is the attitude I 
take up on the matter. I believe that we 
ehould not allow a public utility, such as the 
preparation and com-crsion of cattle to beef 
hom the station to the retailer, to be 
hand"d over tD priv<tte < ntcrprise. \Ye all 
know that. if the cattlemen •ULce0d in estab
li,hing their aLattoir·s. whether they get 
State abattoirs or a State loan to construct 
them, thev ill run the abattoirs. not for the 
b~nefit ol the cattle industrv but for the 
benefit of the . h_~reholdcrs, and the price of 
beef in Queensland will go up out of all 
recognition. The true proposition which 
I believe should be followed i, this: 
Instead of handing over the killing 
of our hoof to those who Jre inlt'rr <led 
narties-to those who produce it-we should 
·establish municipal abattoirs, probably 
extending over the Grouter Brisbane area, 
and by killing our own beef, subj<~ct to the 
control of the Citv Council rtnd the Commis
eioncr of Public Health, we would get better 
results and cheaper meat than the JWOple arc 
likclv to get from the scheme \chich is being 
put forward by the ,equatters, which is a 
proposition of. "Heads I win. tails you lose." 
They do not Sf'f'l11 to l1o kcC'n on ·nutting their 
own money into it, but thev ask the State 
to put the people's mOlw>- into it, for the 
nuTpose of crC'atinQ· abattoirs f-O that. thPy can 
further exploit the public and take vveQlth 
from th0ir pockets. 

Mr. MoRGAx: That is wrong. You do not 
know what vou are ta.lkinp: about. "'\Ve are 
not "'·king for a penny of State mon<'y. 

21/fr BT;LCOCK: It would appear that 
hon. men1bers opl;osite, ,vhile claiming to be 
democratie, shudder about the hcresv of 
making any attack on banking insiih;tions 
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if we wggest that the :system of currency is 
all wrong. But there is always this to . be 
remembered-that the merest observer in the 
smallest village in any part of the so-called 
civilised world. if he has any powers of 
observation at all, must be bound to see and 
admit that there is a vast and a ·pecuhar 
change coming, whether anyone likes it or 
not. You might say that currency and con· 
servation are one and the same thmg. They 
shiver if we make any reference to amending 
the banking laws, but possibly that is the 
direction in which thmgs are tendmg. We 
can all see the failure of the economic .system 
which has been applauded by hon. members 
opposite which has been upheld by pro
lessors ~f economics. Doctrines which have 
been tftught in universities, doctrines on 
·which our civilis2.tion was alleged to rest, 
all v·ent to the wall and were shattered either 
during the war or in the troublous period 
embraced by the years succeeding the war. 
Therefore i·c is obvious that some brg change 
is coming: and the sooner it comes the bet~er. 
It will come, and hon. members opposrte, 
whether they oppose it or not, will .finally 
have to acquiesce in it, because rt rs one 
phase of the organic evolution which we call 
civilisation. 

Before I conclude I would like to have a 
word or two to say about the London agree
ment. Representing a pastoral constr tuency 
as I do I was unfortunate in not having 
an oppo~tunity to speak on the Address in 
Reply, but there are some remarks I would 
like to make at this, the earliest, opportumty 
I have had of indicating my views in this 
direction. We had a period of distress and 
unemployment when we were unable in 1920 
to obtain loan funds. This remark was passed 
by Mr. Lloyd George in the House of 
Commons the other day to the Prime Minister 
by way of interjection-

" Does the Prime Minister realise that 
some of the big banks could upset the 
whole fabric of government by refraining 
from renewing treasury bills?" 

That discloses the position as clearly as it can 
be disclosed. That observation might have 
heen made in this Chamber, and we realise 
from our own bitter experience that there is 
more than a vestige of truth in it. We realise 
that the banking institutions can upset the 
State's business by refusing to accept treasury 
bills. It is evident that our loan has been 
converted, and, as I see the position, the 
Premier was confronted with three alterna
tives. He had either to make a bad deal 
in New York, a good deal in London-in view 
of all the circumstances-or he could have 
made no deal at all, and come back and 
wrecked the fabric of government of the State. 
It is no use quibbling about these questions. 
I say that he did the only possible thing, and 
whilst I am sorry that it was necessary to 
make any compromise-and I believe that 
some compromise was made-yet, if he hacd 
not accepted it, he would have been wanting 
in hi~ duty to the Labour movement and to 
the State. 

Mr'~ MoRGAN : Why does the Premier not 
admit that? 

Mr. BULCOCK: I am not going to put 
words into the Premier's mouth. It is unfortu
nate that in an ill-considered, ill~digested 
article, and in a moment of passion, the 
" Courier " set out to refute the statements 
that the Premier had made in Perth. The 
" Courier's " intervention 1-vas mischievous, 
misleading, untrue, and founded on false 

premises. It set out that, if certain things 
were _so, and if certain things had happened, 
certam concessrons would be worth a certain 
amount. Everything was supposititious. 
There was not one definite, concrete. positive 
assertion of fact in the case the " Courier" 
made out. It set itself up to be a Land 
Court. and it took stations not co.-ered by the 
London pact. Then it made itself a judge and 
then a prophet by assuming that the seasons, 
the market conditions. the dingoes, and the 
flies would do this or that, or would fail to do 
this or that. ='Jobody can arrive at any true 
estimation of the value of th2 compromise, 
concession, gesture, or whatever it mav be 
termed, at the present time. It is only ;.fter 
a nurnber of years have elapsed, '\vhen we are 
able to round and view the situation and 
see what seasons have been, what the wool 
market done. and whether particular 
things hav·e happened. that we shall be able 
to form some more or less correct oninion as 
to the monetarv value of the concession. I 
do not think that any great financial con
sideration was involved; but I am sorry that 
1t was necessary to make such a big political 
questwn out of this issue. Nevertheless, I 
believe that the Premier did the onlv possible 
thing, and, as this is the first opportunity I 
have had of discussing the question, I want 
to make my position as the repr·esentative 
of a pastoral constituency abundantly clear 
by saying that, had the Premier adopted 
either of the other alternatives-had he gone 
to New York or returned empty handed-the 
Sta to possibly could not have survived. I 
believe that he did the best thing for the 
welfare of the State, and is to be congratu
lated on having taken a broad view of the 
whole question. 

[4 p.m.] 
There is just one other question that I 

want to raise before I conclude, and that 
is a very vital one to Western members, and 
one that is not associated with politics to 
any extent, and that is in connection with 
the· ravages that are going on and causing 
a steady diminution in the flocks and herds 
of Queensland. So far as cattle are con
cerned, I do not think there is any occasion 
for alarm, because I know that the bulls are 
being taken out of the herds and breeding 
has not been allowed to go on unrestricted; 
but the problem presented by sheep is alto
gether a different problem. It is obvious 
that the sheep man has been the backbone 
of the State for the last two or three years; 
but, were it not for the high values that are 
being obtained for wool on the other side 
of the world to-day, it is obvious that we 
would be in a much more critical and 
stringent financial position than we are in 
at the pres·ent time. We are deriving 
revenue from that source, and we mt1st not 
lose sight of the fact that the source from 
which we are deriving that revenue is 
diminishing. That is to say, there is a 
diminution in our flocks which is rather 
alarming to me. On 1st January, 1923, there 
were 17,641,071 sheep in Queensland, whereas 
on 1st January, 1924, there were 16,225,909, 
or a decrease of 1,415,162. That, associated 
with the 5,000,000 ·decrease on our maximum 
figure, presents a very serious problem to the 
people of the State, whether they live in the 
West or in the cities. Our figures show 
that we carried very nearly 23,000,000 sheep 
in the Stat,e at one time. The pastures are 
still good, and there must be some other 
reason for the diminution in O'llr flocks. 'fhe 
reason is not far to seek. The first reason 
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is the blowfly, and the second reason is the 
dingo. 

Mr. MORGAN: What about droughts? 

Mr. BULCOCK: Yes, I will be fair. In 
1922 we had a drought, and I took 1923-24 
as being the fairest representation because 
that was not a drought year. 

Mr. MORGAN: It takes a long time to get 
over a drought. 

Mr. BliLCOOK: I am quite prepared to 
admit that. I took the figures for the year 
1923 because those sheep were the survivors 
from the droug:ht, and I took the figures for 
1924 because they dealt with a period not 
affected by drought conditions, and I found 
that there was a diminution of nearly 
1,500,000 in our flocks. That is a Yery serious 
condition, and it is brought about partly by 
the droughts; but for the latter year, at 
least, more particularly was it brought about 
by the blowfly and the dingo. I want to 
make some appeal for more research into 
the ravages of the blowfly to see if some 
way cannot be devised to combat that pest. 
It is all very well to say that you c~n resort 
to crutching .and that sort of thmg, but 
still losses will occur through the fly. The 
ravages of the blowfly and the dingo are 
closely allied_ A dingo rounds up a mob of 
sheep on a plain and bites a few of them
perhaps twenty or thirty as they run past 
if he is a bad dingo-then the flies blow the 
exposed torn wounds and the sheep crawl 
.a way into a corner of the scrub and perish. 
That is why our flocks are going back in 
Queensland, and that is too vital a question 
to be treated in any jocular spirit. The 
utmost endeavour should be made during the 
present financial year to give the small 
selector, who is unable to buy netting at the 
present price, the advantages of the distri
bution of netting by the Department of 
Public Lands in the same way as they bene
fited in the past. If thE> netting is to be 
available, then it should be available as 
soon as possible. 

Mr. MoRGAN: The Government are not 
making any netting available. 

Mr. BULOOCK: I am making a plea to 
the Government to make the netting avail
able. 

Mr. CosTELLO: The Commonwealth Govern
ment ar·e making netting aYailable. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Five miles! What is 
the use of 5 miles of netting in the West 
where the sheep are? That is a ridiculous 
proposition, and was a hare-brained thought 
of a Federal National politician. 

There is another question which appeals 
to me as being worthy of some consideration. 
We are continually deploring the drift to 
the cities. We are saying that it is very, 
very sad that our lads will not remain in 
the western area; but what encouragement 
or opportunity do we give tlwm to remain 
in those areas to follow the pursuits in the 
\Vest, to marry, and rear their children in 
decent civilised and equitable conditions? 

Mr. MoRGAN: You give them no oppor
tunities at all. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I will put my case in 
my own way. The \Vest does not offer any 
vocational facilities for training because 
there are very few mechanics. carpenters, 
or other tradesmen there. The West is 
abandoned to grazing pursuits. It becomes 
obvious that the only training likely to 
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induce a boy to remain in the West is train· 
ing in relation to sheep work. We have 
vocational classes in our schools. We teach 
the children domestic science, carpentry, 
metal working, etc., and the boys thereby 
learn to make a soap box and a cabinet. It 
1s merely an adjunct to their educa.tioh, and 
has no practical utility or definite purpose. 
It merely allows a boy to know what a 
hammer, chisel, and other tools are. If we 
could devise a system of training whereby 
t~e bo:y:s in the West could learn something 
about mdustrial pursuits which are going 
or; abo_ut them, then we could give them an 
eaucabon of far greater value than what is 
pvon m our schools to-day. 

M~. MoRGAN: The best training for a 
boy 1s to get a JOb on a station. 

Mr. BULCOCK: It is not the best train· 
ing for a boy of fourteen years to go out 
and work on a station. 

Mr. MORGAN: Of course it is. 
Mr. BULCOCK: The hon. member must 

know how many boys of that age who go 
out to work on a station fall by the wayside. 

.Mr. MORGAN: Very few ·do so-certainly 
not as many as fall by the wayside in the 
cities. 

Mr. BULCOOK: If the hon. member had 
a son of fourteen years of age, he would 
not send him to work on a station. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, I would; they have 
worked on a station from the time they were 
eight years old. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Then the hon. member 
has been sweating them. If it were possible 
to introduce some system under which 
leesons in which wool classing could be im
parted to the boys in our Western schools, 
a very valuable purpose would be served. 
A schem.e of thio nature could easily be 
devised. I believe that the Central Tech
nical College here overburdens the State, 
and that it pulls the legs of people, to put 
it vulgarly, so far as wool is concerned. 
There is not the extensive study necessary 
in Queensland. in regard to wool classing 
that there is in other States where they have 
English, and crossbred, and merino wools 
to deal with. In the Central West the wool 
only ranges from " sixty-fours" to 
" seventies." They do not comprise many 
classes, consequently it would not be very 
difficult to give a boy an insight into the 
handling of that wool during the time he is 
passing through the senior classes in the 
State schools. Anv other boys who desired 
could also come along. There are men in 
the West who are prepared to train the 
hoys in the same way as the other teachers 
who come into the schools and give lectures. 
The obstacle to such a scheme is that there 
is a dearth of men with a thoroughly effi
cient knowledge of wool. The big selectors 
are able to bring wool classers from Bris])ane 
or the other States; these wool classers go 
through their flocks and at shearing time 
class the wool. That is whv those wool-

. growers top the market. It is obvious that 
& selector does not top the market because 
he cannot present his wool so attractively, 
and the quality is not there. That is be
cause the majority of selectors have not the 
opportunity of acquiring the knowledge, and 
cannot employ a wool classer because that 
makes the proposition too expensive. If we 
are prepared to train some of our boys in 
this phase of wool classing, it wou!.d only 
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if we Sllggest, period to give them this know· 
all wrong. I ool classers are only in the vVest 
remembr short period. A number of boys 
small_,,d avail themse!Yes of such an oppor
r',.imity, and perhaps there would be a number 

of future selectors among them. The know
ledge they would gain would enhance the 
value of their flocks, and by enhancing the 
value of their wool they would be enhancing 
t_he value of the industry to Queensland. I 
noticed in the paper the other day that a 
deputation waited on tho Assistant Home 
i3ecretary and asked that some supervision 
should be exercised over the milk supply of 
the City of Brisbane. I do not quite recol
lect whether they asked for a. milk pool or 
i'or supervision. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWA~: Thev asked, for 
supervision-in fact, medical e~amination. 

Mr. Bl:LCOCK: I noticed that the hon. 
gentleman promised to give the matter 
favourable consideration. \Ye all know that 
milk is the medium in which diseased germs 
propagate with the greatest ease. It is 
like blotting paper, and absorbs all germs 
with which it cumes into contact. Fre
quently cholera, tuberculosis, and typhoid 
germs have been isolated from milk. 'While 
we have done very well with our maternity 
homes, baby clinics, and so forth, wo have 
another duty to perform so far as our little 
babies are concerned, and that is the proper 
and adequate supervision of our city milk 
;;upply. I believe that the milk supply of 
Brisbane is as good as that of any other 
city. but I believP that the milk supply of 
most cities is very unsatisfactory. I hope 
the Assistant Minister will give the matter 
consideration, because many valuable little 
lives have been lost through drinking milk 
impregnated with disease. There is another 
phase of the question. If a dairyman with 
twenty or thirty head of cows asks the Stock 
Department to test his cows for tuberculosis a 
veterina.ry surgeon is sent out, but if a man 
who has an individual cow makes a similar 
application, he cannot get a veterinary 
surgeon. The reason is that the department 
has laid it down that a veterinary surgeon 
may test a herd only, and that it is not 
economically sound for one to be detailed 
to test any individual animal owing to the 
length of time taken bv the test. The man 
who has one cow is "entitled to as much 
consideration as the man who has a dairy, 
and I wish to make a plea on behalf of the 
man with the individual cow. Propor
tionately, there is just as much tuberculosis 
amongst individual family cows as amongst 
dairy cows, and the time has arrived when 
a tubercular test should be taken of those 
individual cows. 

If most people knew the advantage to be 
gained by having a tubercular test, I think 
they would be only too happy to have their 
cows tested. I suggest that a central depot 
should be established and that families 
within a radius of two or three miles should 
bring their cows in. A herd would then be 
accumulated and the cows could be tested 
under the same conditions as .are dairy cows. 
Then we would find some tuberculosis. At 
present, as there is no available test for the 
individual cow-the householder with a cow 
is always in danger of tuberculosis. I hope 
some consideration will be given to mv sug
gestion, as it would assist to safeguard the 
infant life of our State. Not onlv are 
infants subject to tuberculosis, but "adults 
are also subject to the disease through con
suming milk from a tubercular cow. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I am very sorry 
that the hon. member who has just resumed 
his seat did not go more fully into the 
scheme for the construction of abattoirs in 
Brisbane'. Had he done so. he would not have 
made the mistake he di-d. In the first 
instance, I want to point out that the stock
owners of this State have not at any time 
asked thP Government for financial assistance; 
but we did ask the Gov- rnmeni to pass a Bill 
for the purpose of making- a compuls?ry levy 
upon the stockowners of Queensland m order 
to finance the establishment of abattoirs in 
Brisbane and in two other important centres 
in C :ntral and Northern Queensland. Not 
only w-oul-cl the establishment of abattoirs 
plar• the cattle indus!.rv on a sound and solid 
foundation. but it wo,";ld assist the Govern
ment to g-et out of the blunder they made 
when the:, purchased State stations and 
becamP the largest cattle-owners in the State. 
The:-- arc in a financial tangle now, and do not 
know what to do to g-et out of the position 
in which thev find themselves; and if our 
sch<',,;e were carried into effed, it would 
cnable the Government to dispose of the cattle 
that they pos'i'SS without making any very 
'!l'eat loss. The hon. rncmber for Ipswi{~h 
dealt \Yith this matter, but not being a practi
cal man and not thoroughly .understanding the 
market value of cattle, he stated that if the 
State ea ttle were sold at £3 12s. 2d. per head, 
t'lC State '·tations would show a profit to the 
State. It is ridiculous to argue that at the 
present time Jhe cattle on any run could be 
disposed of at £3 12s. 2d. per head. If any 
cattle-owner _,re to place his cattle in the 
hands of auctioneers and commission agents 
for disposal at the present time, it would be 
almost impo"ible for them to obtain £2 10s. 
per head all ronneL I state without fear of 
contradiction that if the State cattl-e were 
offered for sale to-morrow, they would not 
renlise more than £2 10s. per head all round, 
so that the figure quoted by the hon. member 
for IJ"wich is al the v ry lo.~st £1 2s. per 
head more than the present market value of 
c-attle. If anything, I am placing a high value 
on !he rattle when I say that it may be 
possible to dispose of th' m at £2 10s. per 
head. 

I wish now to deal with the matters m<"n
tioned in the Budget Spec<'h delivered by the 
Treasurer. but I wish first of all to congralu
late the hon. membPr for Bowen on the 
delivery of his first Budget Speech in this 
House, and I also wish to cong-ratulate him 
on the very fine support he received from the 
members of the corner party. (Laughter.) 
The_y rallied round him, and he had a very 
large audienc0, but as soon as he completed 
his speech the House melted away. 

I now wish to give my ideas as to why 
Queensland at the present time is in such a 
deporable financial position. That has been 
admitted not only by members opposite who 
are not holding responsible positions, but also 
by the TrEasurer and the Secretary for Public 
Lands. The_y both admitted that at the pre
sent time Que-ensland financially is in a deplor
able position, and there is no doubt that 
position has been brought about by the 
administration of the Gm-ernment. 

There is no reason why one should arrive 
at a different conclu.sion than that the con
dition we find ourselv-es in has been brought 
a bout bv the blundering tactics and adminis
tration ·of the present Government. They 
have been warned repeatedly, not only by 
members on this side, but by the people who 
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ar~ in possession of information-men who 
are the leaders of finance not only in Queens. 
land but also throughout the rest of Aus
tralia-that eventuallv we would reach the 
state we have reachccl at the present time. 
l~nfortunatcly they did not take the advice 
winch was tend<·red to them in all sincerity 
bv those who were in a position to know. 
Now when the financial crisis has been 
brought about \10 find that there is going to 
be a great deal of suffering and distr<·'s in 
the next twelve months. One hon. member 
referred to the unemployment which exists, 
but forgot to mention the fact that one of 
the reasons for unemployment is the system 
of construction of public works which has 
heen in vogue under the present Government. 
He did not mentior: how the Government 
build railways and employ many thousands 
nf workers in different parts of the State 
,,sually three months before a general elec
tion. They hring men from all parts of 
Austraha to carry out the work. J1.1en in the 
oth0r States know that the Government are 
constructing public works in Queensland, and 
th'' result is that thev come here and are 
engaged on that worl~. After the elections 
are O"'.~er the \\'Ork in n1any instances stops 
and th0 men are discharged, and they are 
ldt stranded in COI1'·equence. Thev have 
been given a job for a few weeks or months, 
but thu moment the0· have served the pur
P';'SC. d the electoral representative in the 
ch,lnct the "·ark C·enses and they are left 
unemployed. As a result of that system we 
have a greater number of unemploYed in this 
State than we otherwise '\Vould 11ave. The 
Government have no right to enter into the 
construction of a large number of railways 
at the one time. If the Government want to 
build a railwav 50 miles or 60 miles in 
length, it would be better to put .as many 
men as possible on the work and construct 
the line in six months, so that it could be 
opened and J;>e made revenue producing, 
mstead of takl!"g a longer time and having 
to employ a large number of men to superin
tend the work. In my district in connection 
with the construction of the Tara-Surat line 
eig~teen months have gone by, but the plate: 
laymg has only been completed for 6 miles. 
If 500 or 1,000 men had been plate-laYing 
on that railway, they could have completed 
the whole of the line in six months, and it 
could have been opened for traffic and be
come rcvtmue producing. There would then 
have been a cNtain number of men per
manently employed in the working of the 
r<ulway. Some of the men who were brought 
up to work on the railway, after having 
"""ved the pm·posc of voting at the election, 
were shortly afterwards dismissed. The same 
thing applies throughout the whole of 
Queensland. The Government are respon
sible for the large number of unemployed 
who arc seeking assistance from them. They 
t cliJnOt deny that fact. 

Another thing I want to point out is that 
in time~ of prosperity, \vhen \Vork was plenti
ful and the men engaged in the sugar and 
other industric·s were busr, so that all our 
workers conld obtain wor!r, the Government, 
neverth!'less, embarked upon works them
sc]ves m competition with private people. 
vv hy d1d the Government not hold their 
hand? vVhilst we have certain years of pro
gre?s, we h3;ve. also _certain years of stag~ 
natwn. and It 1s durmg the former periods 
that the Government should hold their hand 
~nd keep in reserve funds for giving work. 
mstead of entering into competition with 

[Mr. Morgon. 

pri-:ate individuals _who are prepared during 
a time of prospenty to spend money and 
\hus find work for the workers. 

It has been stated many times in this Cham
ber that in 1914 the taxation per head of 
pqculalwn 111 Queensland was £1 Ss. 2d.-thc 
lm,·est taxation in any State in the Common. 
wealth-:-whilst to-day we are the highest taxed 
people m Australia. I remember a question 
ht•mg· asked of a speaker from Kew South 
\Vales, ·who ·was adaressing a political n1eet
ing. \Vhen asked to give u reason whv the 
people of Queensland were taxed more hio·hlv 
than those of anv other State he said tha't 
it was because Queensland ha'd sueh a ust 
territory and on!:;.· a 'mall_ population. But 
1t y;as pomted out to hun that in 1914. 
al.though we had the Fame territorv and a 
limited population, the taxation was lower 
than in anv other State of Australia. He 
could not sitV then whv it should be so. I 
jht want to quote a ·few figures to ·show 
what hco. really happened in regard to taxr
bon sm~e 1914-15. In that financial ... car our 
i·axation per head was £1 Ss. 2d.-th'e lowest 
in the Commonwealth. To-daY it is £4 9s. 4d. 
per head-the highest in the :commonwealth, 
the taxation per head in the other States 
being-

£ 8. d. 

J'\ew South \\Tale·, 311 9 
South Australia 3 10 9 
\V estern A1 'tralia 2 17 5 
Victoria 211 3 

[t is extraordinar: that in Yictoria, where 
thev have never had a Labour Government 
in pO\YPr until just recently-a Government 
which will no doubt remain in existence for 
a few ·weeks long£T-taxation i-.. lower than in 
any other State in Australia. It is extra
ordinary that Victoria contributed its quota 
of taxation toward" !he war expenses just as 
the rest of Australia. and that the same con
ditions applied there as in the other States. 
:"Jeverthclc'"', it came throug-h that period 

ithout increasing the taxation on its peopk. 
The present Treasurer once said that hig], 
taxation meant that the producer paid and 
the worker suffered. If that be so, are this 
Labour Govc·rn1nent not tnaking the produ<'eJ:· 
pay and the worker suffer? They are mak
ing th0 people they were elected to represent 
suffer. because they arc increasing taxation. 
I" the Government. by their .high taxation, 
or by any ~\et of Parliament or administra
tion. compel one employer to close down, 
what is the result? 

.\t 4.30 p.m., 
The CHATR:\IAI'i resumed the chair. 

Mr. MORGAN: It not onlv affects one 
employer, but it affects f1fty em.ployees. The 
Government, by their methods, have so taxed 
that business as to make it unprofitable, but 
in doing so they are not only taking the 
bread and butter awav from the wife and 
f11mily of one employer, but they are taking 
the bread and butter from the wives and 
families of fifty employees. That is the 
Lmfortunate part about the methods adopted 
bv the Government. In their endeavour and 
in their iealousy they have tried to do 
harm to what they call the capitalistic class; 
they have done a certain amount of wrong 
to that cla"S; and they have done one 
hundred times more harm to the people 
whom they misrt'Ill'esent in this Chamber. 
They are beginning to sec the light now. 
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Both the Treamrcr and the Secretary for 
Public Lands now recognise that under the 
existing conditions they can only harm the 
class they represent by pursuini) .~heir pre
sent methods unlees the cap1tahsnc system 
is removed altogether. Russia tried to do 
awaY with the capitalistic system and suc
ccelcd to a certain extent. but to-day they 
have to go to other countries to borrow 
momw. The Hussian Government have got 
to adopt tlw very system that the npitalistic 
Governments adopted in this country, whJCh 
goes to prove th_at even in Russia they can
not carrv on w1thout the assistance of the 
C>tpitalists. The unfortunate position is that 
we cannot earn on without monev and be
cause of the lack of finance Queensland is 
in an unfortunate stagnating position a~d 
the country is not progres,ing. '\Ye arc m 
that position because no encouragement has 
been given to the man with ea pi t?l to ~ome 
to this State. If a man w1th cap1tal w1shos 
to come into the State, he first inquires in.to 
the amount of taxation. He looks for statiS
tics and he discovers that the taxation per 
head of the population in Queensland is 
£4 9s. 4d. or noarlv double that of Victoria. 
Is that a~y encouragement for him. to bring 
his moneY in to this Sta tL' for the purpose of 
developirtg it? No matter what industrv 
he might be engaged in, he finds that becaus., 
the taxation is so great he prefers to invest 
his monev in some of the other States. I 
know of· certain professional men to-da;.
who are making money in Queensland and 
who are sendi11g their profits down to Vic
toria to be invested because the returns 
from that money in those investments in 
Victoria are taxed to a lesser degree than 
would be the case in Quetmsland. Is that 
not injurious to this State? These men are 
only following a course that most human 
beings would adopt, and that is t.o get as 
much as possible from. their money by way 
of investment. 

I wish now to deal with the high freight 
charges upon our railways. This is a most 
important matter affecting the future pro
gress of Queensland. I want to compare the 
railway freights charged in Queensland with 
the freights that are charged in the different 
State-s of Australia. It has been truthfully 
said that the freights can be so high th11t 
eyentually the railways cease to be of be_n:fit 
to the users, and that is the very posrbon 
that the railways of Queensland haye got 
into, and thev have become a burden upon 
thP people of the State. 

Mr. DuKSTAN: You are not scr1ous, are 
you? 

Mr. MORGA:"-J: I am serious. The rail
ways have become " burden upon the people 
of the State; and in mam.- parts of Queens
land where they are not connected with the 
railway and where a few years ago they 
vvere desirous of having raihva} co~muni
cation and met the Secretary for Railways 
in deputation with that object in view, they 
are now considering whether it would not 
be better to have a good road to their town 
and not have a railway at all, because, if 
they had >1 good road constructed to the 
nearest point of the railway, the~- could 
cart their produce and g·onoral requirements 
along the road at a cheaper rate than they 
nould by rail. 

I can, if necessary, prove to the Commis
sioner, or to the Secretary for Railways, that 
owing to the excessively high freights our 

railways to-dav are losing a great deal of 
revenue. All the cattle from the South and 
South-western portions of Queensland tJ:at 
arc not within the tick area are travelling 
b~ road to B<mgalla and Mungindi _to be 
trucked there for the South. The ra1lways 
in Queensland are not being used beccmse 
of t.hc exorbitant freight rates. At one time 
if vou wont to a country station you could 
see· ten or twelve motor cars being loaded 
and passing through into the Western di~
trict' The railwavs are not used for th1s 
purp~se to-day unless the car ha pp ens to 
have been damaged or broken down. That 
is because of the excessively high freights. 
More motor cars are being sold to-day than 
at any time in the previous history of 
0ueensland, and they are being ta)<en to 
their destination by road. In Amerrca the 
principle of carrying a. lar&e tonnage on 
the railways at a low fre1ght JS adopted, b~t 
the Commissioner and the Secretary for Rml
wavs here have adopted the principle. 
be<;ause they have a monopoly, of cJ:,a_rging 
high freights and carrying onh a m1mmum 
tonnage. It would be much better for 
Queensland and the people of the Stat_e were 
freights to be considerably reduced mstead 
of being increased, and . 1l economy were 
practised to make the ra1lways as ':car as 
possible self-supporting. I wish to g1v~ the 
following figures in order that the frmgl_rts 
of the various States may be compared w1th 
those ruling in Queensland in what are 
known as " high class freights" for a dis
tance of lOO miles:-

Queensland 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
\V estern Australia 

Per ton. 

s. d. 
89 4 
76 8 
63 3 
77 3 
77 1 

It will be seen that Queensland has a hig~er 
freight rate for this class over 100 m1les 
than any other State. The rates over 200 
miles are-

Queensland 
New South '\Vales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
\V estern Australia 

The rates for 500 miles are-

Queensland 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
South Austraiia 
Westem Australia 

Per ton. 

s. d. 
220 6 
160 0 
163 0 
199 5 
177 IJ 

Per ton. 

s. d. 
268 4 
197 6 
238 3 
287 9 
246 8 

That shows that right thr<mghout _the. States 
the freights in Queensland over ~his d1sta':ce 
are higher than any other State m Australia. 
We> have what is generally termed the na;·
row gauge system in Queensland, and 1t !s 
the cheapest system constructed. There 1s 
no reason why our railways should not be 
worked more economically and cheaper than 
anv other railways in Australia. Let us 
Pxamine the freights in the various States 

Mr. lllorgan.] 
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for what is known as low-class freights over 
100 miles-

Queensland 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
\V estern Australia 

Per ton. 
s. d. 

10 2 
6 9 
5 4 
8 0 
4 1 

The rates over a distance of 
this class of freight are-

200 miles for 

Per ton. 
s. rl. 

Queensland 21 2 
New South Wales 10 0 
Victoria . . . 10 6 
South Australia 16 7 
Western Australia 8 3 

The rates for over a distance of 500 miles 
tre-

Queensland 
N e\v South Wales 
Victoria ... 
South Australia 
Western Australia 

Per ton. 
s. d. 

30 3 
12 4 
12 8 
21 1 
12 5 

It will be noticed that most of the States are 
bdween 12s. and 13s. for the 500-mile rate, 
while Queensland is over £1 10s. Yet our 
railways are supposed to be run for the bene
fit of th~ people. 

Let mG read a telegram from the " Daily 
Telegraph" of last night-

" During the term of the present State 
Government railway fares and freights 
have been reduced to the extent of 
£1,400,000. At the close of the present 
financial year this amount will be 
increased by another £900,000, making a 
grand total of £2,300,000." 

That deals with the railways of New South 
\Yalu. In Queensland we are adding 
another burden to the unfortunate people in 
the country districts who are using our rail
ways. The following table will show the 
increase in the rutes during the time Labour 
has been in power on the carriage of agri
-ultural produce:-

I Average 

Year. Tonnage. l~nenue. 
1 F'rei~ht 
1 Rate, 
I per 
I ton. 

--------
I Tons. £ s. d. 

19H-1;, 876,621 264,036 
I 

6 0 
1922-23 1,191 S'il 54.5,103 9 2 

That shows an increase of 3s. 2d. per ton in 
the rate of carriage, which is equal to 52.8 
per cent. That burden has had to be carried 
by tbe producers of Queen,J.and. Those 
figures do not incorporate the recent 
increases. The recent increase of 7 per cent. 
\vould make the burden' considerably heavier. 

1 have another list, showing tonnage of 
livestock nrried on Queensland railways-

Year. 

1914-15 
1921-22 

Tonnage. 

Tons. 
4,970,873 
3,732,413 

[Jir. Morgan. 

I 

I Averarre 

I 

Freigl~t 
Rwvenue Rate, 

per 

1---~~ 
I 2,5Hi73so 1g· di 
1 3,105.485 

1
16 8 

That represents an average increase per ton 
of 6s. 7d., or over 60 per cent. That does not 
include the late increase. The Treasurer 
knov<·s as well as I do that that increase has 
to be borne pretty nearly entirely by the 
people in the country who •1se our railways. 

The iollowing table shows the concessio~l 
that are made to the people who live in the 
city as against those who live in the 
eountry :-

FREIGHTS CH.U\GED BY RAIL\VAY DEPART)!E~T. 

I :viS~,J ~fS~s-__l_:~?~s~ 
----~ s. d. I s. d. I s. d. 

.1 gricultural PrO'!uce. 
To ports 17 5 I 
Up country 26 0 I 

Flnnr. 
To po~ts (true:, load) .. 1 17 

12 0 To Br1s, 'nnr . . . . [ 
Up conntry (ton lots) .. 39 11 

To ports 
Up country 

nutter. 
34 
76 

0 
1 

~0 
H 

~0 
lil 
75 

61 
13!) 

3 
0 

3 
6 
1 

3 
4 

! 

43 
67 

43 

99 

89 
165 

7 
2 

7 

11 

6 
7 

It will be noted that it costs 12s. per ton to 
bring foodstuffs 200 miles to Brisbane as 
against 39s. lld. per ton-m·er three times 
as much-to take foo·dstuffs to countrv dis
tl·icts 200 miles distant. Also that it" costs 
15s 6d. per ton to bring flour to Brisbane 
from a distance of 500 miles. and to take it 
the same distance to the -worker in the 
country, who is carrying the whole burden of 
this State on his shoulders, it costs 75s. 1·d. 
That is how the people in the country are 
taxed, and that is why the people arc leaving 
the country and coming to the city. They 
have a right to get their foodstuffs at the 
;1ame rate as is charged to the people of 
Brisbane. The Arbitration Court gives a 
\Vcstern allowance to a number of men who 
work in the West, which enables them to get 
1 he neccssiti€•s of life at the same price as men 
"·orking in a similar occupation in Brisbane. 
'rhat is just, and every worker in the country 
;1hould get a similar concession. \Vhv should 
it only apply to one section of the community? 
'rhe Treasurer and the Secretary for Public 
Lands already have stated that the public 
wrvants are a privileged class, and while that 
may be right, I say that the people in the 
West who are not employed by the Govern
ment should get a similar concession. I am 
not one of those who think that the railways 
should be made to pay by charging excessive 
rates. The cost of working the railways has 
now become so great that, if you put a suffi
cient freight on the goods carried by the 
I ail ways to make them s·elf-supporting, you 
would drive every man, woman, and child 
cJUt of the country districts into the cities, 
a.nd you would only have Brisbane and 
suburbs, and perhaps one or two other sea
port towns left. Yoq would have no one 
living in the country. 

The Government, owing to the Treasurer's 
stupidity, were compelled to pay a high rate 
of interest for the renewal of the loan. In 
my opinion, the Treasm··er was penalised to 
the extent of ! per cent. for passing the 
Land Act Amendment Act of 1920. In order 
to get that ! per cent. out of the people he 
has increas·ed the railway freights and fares, 
and he is making the country people bear 
the burden of his stupidity in passing the 
"Repudiation Act" at that period. Hon. 
members opposite admit that a big conces· 
sion has been given to the pastoralists, and 
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the Treasurer is the only man who has not 
come out into the open. He should have 
asked Parliament to pass a Bill, so as to 
place on record the fact that a certain agree
ment was entered into by himself and those 
who lent the money in England. The Trea
surer had no right to go to England in the 
way he has done. He went over there as a 
delegate of the Government and he had no 
right to make an agreeme~t with any sec
tion of people there without asking Parlia
ment to agree to it. He should have told 
the people in England that he had made the 
agreement subject to the ratification of the 
Queensland Parliament of what he had done 
in the old country. He may ·do it by Execu
tive minute, but he has no right to expect 
the people of Queensland to agr·oe to any
thing he may do in that way. The hon. 
gentleman made a certain agreement with 
the money-lenders in the old country, and, 
if he was doing a just thing, he would state 
exactly to Parliament what he has done and 
ask us to sanction it. If he did so, we 
should know what we were doing. The tax
payers have a right to know. An agree
ment entered into bv the Treasurer which 
is 'not sanctioned by Parliament is :not 
binding on any future Parliament. No 
Treasurer in a future Parliament would be 
bound by an agreement made by the present 
Treasurer which was authorised only by 
Executive minute. He would be justified 
in saying that the present Treasurer did 
not do his duty in not placing the particu
lars before Parliament and asking it to 
agree to what he had done. I am not 
blaming the Treasurer for making a conces
sion, but I am sorry that it was necessary 
for him to do so. It was his own blunder, 
and he got out of it creditablv; but it was 
at the cost of the taxpayers o'f Queensland. 
We have. had to pay through the nose for 
the Amencan loan, and we have had to pay 
k per cent. more for the loan which has 
been refloated in London than we would 
have had to pay if the Land Act had not 
been passed in 1920. 

I wish now to refer to land settlement in 
Queensland. \Ve find that land settlement, 
which is one of the most important things 
in this State, has been greatly curtailed. 
\Vhen Labour members were on this side 
continuallv in season and out of season thev 
complained that land was not being opened 
for settlement, and thev accused the then 
Government of working· in the interests of 
the pastoralists and those connected with 
large holdings. But to-dav we find that the 
figures .in the Department of Public Lands 
show that there are unfortunately 32,000,000 
acres of land less occupied in Queensland 
than ther-e were in 1915. In 1915 there were 
360,000,000 acres in use il) this State, while 
in 1922 there were 328,000,000 acres in use, 
showing a decrease of 32,000,000 acres of 
land under a Labour Government. 

That shows that since the Labour Govern
ment have been in power, the people have 
been abandoning the land and are using leso 
than they used under the old so-called Tory 
regime. I think that some explanation is 
necessary. We should know just the reasons 
why this land is not being used. It may 
interest the hon. member for Bowen, who is 
very fond of figures, to know that an area 
equal to nearly the whole of England has 
gone out of use in Queensland-that 32,000,000 
acres have gone out of use in this State 
since the Labour Government have been in 
power. It is a startling thing to say, but, 

unfortunately, it is a fact. I think it is 
deplorable that we have to record the fact 
that land settlement has declined year after 
year. We are told by ihe hon. member for 
Bowen that very great profits have been made 
by certain pastoralists and companies, and 
he quoted a lot of their income tax figures. 
If it were not for the wool industry, I do 
not know what would become of Queensland 
to-day. It is practically the only industry 
in Queensland which is bringing us revenue 
from other parts of the world, that is, it is 
ihe only industry that is paying its way. 
The hon. member for Bowen mav say, 
" What about sugar?" I admit that it is 
a profitable crop, but it does not bring us 
any revenue from abroad or help us to pay 
off the national debt, because it is all con
sumed locally. We are sending away butter 
and cheese, but, unfortunately. they are not 
showing a profit on the cost of production
we are actuallv losing by their production. 
One must almo~t come to the conclusion that, 
so far as the production of foodstuffs is 
concerned, Queensland is over-producing, and 
the result is that the people engaged in 
that production are losing money. If that 
is so, it is not right to encourage people to 
go on the land for the purpose of produc
ing unprofitable crops. \Ve should encourage 
them to go in for a paying industry. and so 
far as we can see the sheep-raising industry 
is likely to pay for some time to come. \Yhy 
should we not encourage people to go in 
for it? \Yhy should not the Government 
supply as much wire-netting as possible? 
In the W arrego district, there are many 
hundreds of thousands of acres of land suit
able for sheep. and where only wire-netting 
and water arc necessary to enable it to 
carry a. larg·e and prosperous population 
But the Government are not endeavouring 
to bring about that result. 'They are open
ing land in small areas or compelling people 
to use the plough notwithstandinll' the fact 
that by the use of the plough they are 
becoming poorer and poorer each day. If 
the Government put the same energy and 
an equal amount of money into opening up 
land for sheep farming, providing wire
netting, and giving assistance to find water. 
they would be fostering an industry which 
would give a decent living to a large popu
lation and find work for many unemployed. 

If what the hon. member for Ipswich says 
is true-that the State cattle are worth £3 
12s. 2d. per head-then I would like to see 
the Government sell the whole of the State 
cattle and open up the State stations for 

6ett lement. Di!Lalah is one of 
[5 p.m.] the finest sheep properties in the 

whole of Queensland, and it is 
only carrying a few head of cattle, and i& 
not returning- sufficient to pay for their agist
ment. That property could be opened up 
and put under sheep. It would pav the 
Government to sell every beast the:-: pos
sess and use the money to purchase wire 
netting. and snpply that wire netting to the 
people at a cheap rate of interest, spreading 
the payment of the money involved over a 
long period. It would be better to do that 
than to continue the present proposition .and 
lose many thousands of poun<:ls annually. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAl'WS : Did the 
hon. gentleman say that he would like to 
take a lease of Dillalah? 

Mr. M ORGAN: I would like a lease of a 
portion of it. It could be cut up into 10,000-
acre blocke, capable of carrying a number 

Mr. Morg.n.] 
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of small sheep farmers, and carrying them 
succLssfully. Unfortunately, the land is 
going tu waste inasmuch as it is becoming 
more overgrown year •by year. It is an 
exceptionally good cattle J1rqJOsition, but as 
<::hr- dingoe::; and the undcrgrovdh arc not 
being destroyed it will be necessary to attend 
to th>tt matter before sheep can be carried, 
aJ.d it will be necessary to securelv net tbe 
JH'operhc. Tbat is not a' very big proposition. 
If that land were cut up into 10,000-acre 
blocks. or .1t the most into 50,000 acre blocks, 
it would give a decent living to many people. 

I would now like to make reference to one 
im~1ortant mr,tter that the people arc talking 
about all over the State. I went into mv 
district last week. and at Tam and in othe'l· 
localities that I Yisitecl tho people wanted to 
know if there was any truth in the suggee
tion that the Treasurer had paid a repre
sentative of "Smith's \Vceklv" a certain 
amount of mnney to boost him rn that paper? 
\Ye have figures to show that a considerable 
amount of money has been paid to that paper 
lF the Treasurer, and we often wonclered 
"\\ h;/ this large amount of tnoney was 
expended. It was not expended b:,' wrty of 
advNtising in "Smith's \Yeekly," but tho 
matter appeared ae ordinary reading matter. 
and certainly the paper has continually laid 
itself out to boost !he Treasurer. Recently 
some light has been thrown on the subject. 
I have here a pamphlet which has been cir
<:ulated, and which was printed by the 
" S\vift Printing \Vorks, Brunswick street." 
The document seems to be quite legal and in 
order. If the statements Pontained therein 
are not true, then the quicker the Treasurer 
Inakes a public announcenH~nt, or prosecutes 
the persons who have made those statements, 
the bctt~r it will be for himself and the cnm
:nunitv. If the statements are true, a,nd the 
Treasurer has been paying fwm Consolidated 
Revenue the money passed by thrs Chamber 
for :1dvortising Queensland, and has been 
using that money for the purpose of boosting 
himself in different papers in Australia, and 
in "Smith's Weeklv" in narticular, he has 
been doing a dishonest thing. 

It dm•s not reflect credit on the hon. 
gentleman to do those things with State 
money. If he can show that he has paid 
this money out of his own pocket to have 
himself advertised or called a " super-man" 
I do not mind, but as a public representative 
of this State I do protest, and protest 
vigorously, against the Treasurer or any 
other Minister using the funds of the State 
for the purpose of his own personal adver
tisement. Nobody could take any exception 
to the payment if it was made to advertise 
Crown lands or tho facilities for settlement. 
Vi'hen we have a statement made publidy
and lawfully so far as I can see-that the 
Treasurer has been paying money to 
" Smith'e Week~}" for the purpose of boost
ing himself, then the quicker the hon. gentle
man makes a public utterance; or institutes 
a prosecution for libel the better it will be 
for his own reputation. 

Mr. FARRELL: Ynur friend Thomas signed 
that. 

1\lr. MORGAN: The circular reads-

" Theodore Attempts to Drag the 
Labour Movement through a Political 
Sewer and Fails," 

and goes on to say-

[Mr. Morgan. 

" Vi7 hi!B unemployed starve Premier 
Theodoro and Sir J ovnton Smith 
('Smith's \Vcckly') plan a' campaign of 
political graft ! 

"The rank and file of the QuecnsL,nd 
Labour movement den1and an ans1ver to 
tho following questions:-

\Yhy did Theodorc, during Decem
ber, 1923, arrange with Claude :\fcKa;; 
(editor "Smith's Weekly") to pay £6 
a '~'eck towards the salary of a jour
nalist whoso ,,-ork 1vas to reside in 
Brisbane ancl boost Theotlore m a 
capitalist Press? 

Why did Claude McKa' make the, 
following statement to Cris. 0' Sullivan 
(the Lahour journalist to ,,,·hom the 
position was ·offered, and who, later 
exposed the business in a number of 
sworn statements, at present held in 
Sydnev pending some inquiry), " If 
yoLl take this up, and if you like it, 
there \V ill be cc safe Labour ,eat in the 
Queensland Parliament for vou at the 
end of it, and I assure vm{ Theodore 
will do anything you war;t." 

" J\1cKay nut do a further statement-
Confidentially . . . we are backing 

Theodore. Next ,-ear he will leave the 
State and go int,; Federal politics and 
he will be the next Labour Prime 
Minister. 

" Can the Premier explain the follow
ing conversation which he had with Mr. 
O'Sullivan-

By the wav-the matter of mnney. 
There is only' one way I can fix this. 
I will arrange to pay you out of the 
sp<;cial contingency fund of my offic" 
whrch w1ll not be subject to scrutiny 
by the Auditor-General. , ."? 

I hope that in the future we shall be able 
to get from the Minister who has charge 
of the fund to be used for unspecified pur
poses, a statement showing enwtly how 
that money has been expended. It is his 
duty to shnw how that monev has been 
expended and in what direction. The cir
cular goes on to say--

"Thoodore refused to see an unem· 
played deputation. Is he prepared to 
assist them out of this fund? 

" Is Theodore prepared to do the 
\Y M. Hughes' act? The following ex
cerpts taken from an editorial in the 
current issue of 'Smith's \Veekly' sug
gests the move. Only in Sydney this 
week the chairman of one of the great 
banks said to a staff member of this 
paper: ' Theodore will be Prime 
Minister, but on our side !' ' Maybe if 
Labour won't let Theodorc lead Aus
tralia another party will.' 

"Traitors can sell some of the workers 
all the time--all of ihe workers some of 
the time-but the" can't sell all the 
workers all the tin1e. 

"ViTorkers! Demand an explanation 
at a special convention! Save the 
J~abour l\1ovcment from disaster by a 
political cleansing !" 

This circular has been put into all the 
homes for the purification of politics and 
tho"o engaged in political life. I do not 
say that there is any truth in the state
ments, but some statement is due from the 
Treasurer. It is for him to refute what 
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has been stated, and, if necessary, to pro
tect his honour through the law courts. 
remember that the hon. gentleman on 
another occasion instituted legal proceed
jugs when a statement was made in regard 
to his private honour. 

The TREASURER: I have never issued a writ 
for a libel against me, although I have been 
libelled many timc;. 

Mr. MORGA~: A certain man told me that 
the hon. gentleman issned a writ in onP case. 

The 'THEASURER: Not for libel-for slander. 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not wish to pursue 
the subject, but I understand that the Trea
surer issued a writ for ~lander in the case I 
have in mind. He may have been justified 
in so doing. In this present case he may be 
justified in issuing a writ for slander. 

The TREASUHER: If I were to issue writs 
for every article writt.·n against mo and for 
every circular, I would be doing nothing else 
but Issuing writs. 

Mr. i\'IORGAX: Of course, we know news
papers have certain con1prohcnsivo powers. 
Jt dq1ends upon what the alleged libel is 
and what criticism the Treasurer mav class a;; 
libel. A man's political life is real'\y public 
life "nd public property. 

The TREASUHER: Does the hon. member 
really believe that there is any fnnd under 
the cm1trol of the Admini,,tration that is not 
open tD the supervision of the Auditor
General? Every item of expenditure i,. 
subject to the scrutiny of the Auditor 
GPneral. 

~,fr. FnY: \Yould the hon. gentleman allow 
any member of the Countn partv or of the 
Nationalist party to porus,; any ~ouchor for 
-expenditure fron1 the adyertising vote? 

The TREASURER: Certainly not. The 
Auditor-General does that. · 

Mr. F. _\. COOPER: Do you b lieve what is 
in that circular? 

Mr. MORGAN: How can I hdicvc it or 
disbelieve it if I do not know the particulars ·1 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: Then who else would? 

Mr. MORG_\j'\: All I know is that the 
Btatement has been made publiclv. It was 
published in the journal of the" ScamPn's 
Union. We do know, from qt1cstions ih~t 
have been askr'l in this Chamlwr, that 
"Smith's 'Weekly" has had more than its 
fair share of the mono:,• cxpendPd hv the Go
vc;rnmcnt upon advertising. For y,-hat pur
pose'? Not to put Quc'nsland in a better 
position. " Smith's Weekly" is not a paper 
-that one would look to to do a great amount 
of good to the Statr .From the answer,; to 
,questions in " H ansard " from time to tin1c 
it w.ould seem that "Smith's Weekly" has 
recmYod cnorn1ous amounts of mane,.: from the 
Government. " 

The TREASUHEH : The hem. member knows 
that that is not true. 

Mr. MORGAN: The figures speak for 
themcclves. " Smith's Weckh " maY have 
had a lot of other money that 'we know noth· 
ing about. It has ccrtainlv had a rrreat deal 
more consideration from the Govern7nont than 
any other paper of similar importance. Week 
after week there is always a little pararrraph 
ahor;t tho Premier, stating what a groat man 
ho IS, or g1v1ng- some slmilat information. 
There may not be any truth in those state· 
nwnts. As with this document, I am not pre
pared to say that there is. 

The THEASUHER : They tdl me you are a 
newspaper agent yourself? 

Mr. MORGAN: "Smith's \Veekly" says 
that the Treasurer will be the next Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth. How do I 
know whether that is going to be true ur 
not? Even the Treasurer does not know it. 
\Ve have to take a lot of these statements for 
what the:v arc worth. To be serious, I think 
it is the duty of the Treasurer to give some 
cxr:.lanation in connection with the matter. 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): It was not my inten
tion to refer to the matter mentioned by 
the hon. member for Murilla just now, but, 
as the Treasurer has not confirmed or denied 
the statements made in the circular, and as 
he says all vouchers are subject to the 
scrutiny of the Auditor-G·eneral, I ask him 
if he will permit a. representative of the 
Country party, a representative of the 
:'-1 ationalist party, and a representative of 
his own party to scrutinise all expenditure 
lTl connection with the special publicity fund 
in his office ? 

Mr. ROBERTS : Appoint a Commission. 
Mr. FRY: The hon. member for East 

Toowoomba suggests that a Commission be 
appointed, and I think that would be better. 

The GoYernment have r·eceived £126 747,389 
since they have been in office. That is a lot 
of money, but they have received that amount 
from loan and revenue. Had any other 
Government received the same amount of 
money and disposed of it in the same manner, 
they wou].d have been kicked out of office 
by their own supporters, hut we find the 
professional army opposite are not game to 
do it. If any other Government had re
ceived the same amount of money, hon. 
members opposite would have criticised that 
Government, and would have wanted to see 
some return for the money taken from the 
people of the State. 

There am many things in regard to which 
we can criticise the Government, and I want 
in passing to ref.er to the question of mining. 
We were told by the Secretary for Mines, 
when the Mount Iea field was discovered, 
that he was going to retain that field for 
ihe working miners. \Vho are the working 
miners who have control of this field to-day'? 

0PPOSITJO}[ ME~lBERS : The hon. member 
for \V arrego. 

:\1r . .FRY: The working miners who .are 
controlling this fidd 1 a-day are the specu
lators of Sydney and i\lelbo!lrne and Labour 
members in this Chamber. If the Secretary 
for Mines was in earnest when he said that 
he would retain this field for the welfare of 
the working miners. he should have done so. 
The policy of the Government is to nation
alise mining and to prevent gambling in 
mining. When it was a question of Chilla
goe-a non-paying concern-they put Govern
ment money into it. and it has been a dead 
loss ever since. \Yhen it was a question of 
Mungana, they purchased a concern that was 
not paying. They purchased mines that 
were being run at a loss, and they have been 
run at a loss ever since; but, when they had 
an opportunity of opening up and nation
alising a virgin field not in the hands of any 
specula tors, they refus.e.d to do so. A field 
which promises to be one of the wealthiest 
fields in the whole world has been allowed 
to get into the hands of speculators, and 
the Government, if they want to nationalise 
it must now buv it hack at an enormous 
price. These things deserve ventilating, and 

Mr. Fry.] 



47S Ways and Means. [ASSEMBLY.] Public Curator Act, Etc., .Em. 

we want to know why, if the Government 
believe in the nationalisation of mining, they 
should pass by a field which would give an 
opportunity of making probably £2,000,000 
or £3,000,000? It might be possible to make 
a hundred millions of money out of Mount 
Isa, which would have been sufficient to 
pay the national debt. But that money is 
not g·oing into the State Treasury; it is 
going into the pockets of private individuals, 
and in that respect the Government are 
deserying of the most crushing criticism. 
That alone should merit a vote of no-confi
dence against the Government. How can 
the Government sustain their position when 
they allow a ,-irgin field-which promises to 
be one of the wealthiest mining fields in the 
whole world-to drift into the hands of 
mining speculators and enable them to make 
a million or two out of it, and then after
wards, perhaps, the Government may buy 
it back at a great loss? The position was 
quite easy for the Government. One of the 
Government geologists made a report on the 
fi<eld. He left his position and acted as 
superintendent for one of the companies. 
He made another report, and afterwards 
returned to his position as a Government 
geologist. The Governm<mt had the field in 
their own hands, but they allowed it to pass 
into the hands of speculators. They put in 
charge this Government· geologist, looking 
after the interests, not of the State, but the 
interests of the shareholders, and some of 
those shareholders are Labour members sit
ting in this Chamber, somD of them mining 
speculators on the stock exchanges in Sydney 
and Melbourne. Those are the people whose 
.affairs the Government put their paid ser
vant, this Government geologist, to look 
after. Thev let the field drift out of their 
hands and 'threw it away. Then they say 
that their policy is nationalisation. You 
cannot believe them when you see them 
blowing hot .and cold. It is all right if it 
is a loss-the State can have it then-but 
when it is likely to produce millions of 
money somebody else can have it. This is 
a grievance sufficient to warrant a no-confii
dence motion, and also sufficient to induce 
the members sitting behind the Government 
to turn the Government out of office. 

The next question I want to deal with is 
t,he matter of unemployment. V\' e were told 
by the Secretary for Min<'S at the Padding
ton by-election that within two months from 
that time there would not be a single unem
ployed man in Queensland who was willing 
to work. To-dav there are thousands and 
thousands of unemployed in Queensland who 
are willing to wcrk, and are only "aiting for 
an opportunity to do so. T,hey are goin.g 
about with haggard faces, hungry stomachs, 
and ill-clad bodies. There is more unem
olovment now than it was ever anticipated 
thei·e wonld be. How <tre the Government 
trying to employ these men'! \¥hen they 
had contracts to give for railway bridges 
over the Johnstone and Kolan Rivers, did 
they say that the unemployed must have 
work found for them in connection with those 
contracts? No; they said the contracts must 
he given to t-he lowest tenderers. Thev let 
the contracts to English engineering firms, 
who pay less wages than 'ire do here. They 
had better have let the contract to Messrs. 
G. and J. Dowrie, in South Brisbane, as by 
the time the cost of bringing the material 
from England is paid there will be very little 
difference in the English price and the price 
for which the work could have been done 

[.Mr. Fry. 

here-perhaps a couple of thousand pounds. 
The result is tha' men have to be kept 
because there is no work for them to do. H 
this is the Gm ernment's way of providing 
work, the whole thing is a farce and a sham. 

The .Arbitr.ttion Court is an institution 
which wo all uphold, but where do the Go
vernment stand in connection with it? Whilst 
they stood behind the shearers in going to 
the Arbitration Court-some of whom earn 
£500, £600, £700, or £800 a year-they tell 
the public servv,nts, who do not earn more 
than £300 a year, that they cannot go to the 
Arbitration Court. In the same city you 
have private employers compelled to go to 
the Arbitration Court in regard to all 
employens receiving up to £600. The Go
vernment insist that the shearers must go, 
for instance, but refuse to allow their own 
mnployecs to go. 

At 5.25 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN loft the chair, reported 

progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
The resumption of the Committee was 

made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 




