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Ways and Means.

[ASSEMBLY.] Ways and Meuns.

TUESDAY, 26 AUGUST, 1924,

The SpeEakEr (Hon. W. Bertram, Marce)
took the chair at 10 a.m.

QUESTION.
SALES OF CATTLE FROM STATZ Sratiovs, 1923-24.
Mr. MOORE (4ubigny), ior DJr. Corser
(Burnctty, asked the Secretary for Public
Works—

“1. How many head of catile wers
sold from State stations during last
financial vear to other States, staring
number. respectively?

“2 What was the average price
realised, respectively 77

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders), for the Secretary for
Public Works (Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
Maclkay), replied—

1. 10,381 head from Dillaiabh and Kee-
roongooloo stations.

“2.211 at £9 9., 170 at £9 5=, and
10,000 at £7 16s. 3d.—on irucks nearcet
station.”

PAPER.
The following paper was laid on the table,.
and ordered to be printed:—

Report of the Agent-General for Queens-
land for the year 1923.

DISEASES IN PLANTS ACT AMEXND-
MENT BILL.
THIRD REsDING.

The PREMIER (Hon. X. G. Theodore,
Chillugoc): 1 beg to move—
“That the Bill be now rca:d a third
time.”’
Question put and passed.

WAYS AND MEANS.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT—RESUMPTION OF DEBATE..
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chnrir)
Question stated—

“That towards making good the
supplies  necessary to defray  His
Majeity’s public expenses and making
an addition to the public revenue—

There be charged, levied, collected,
and paid stamp duty of the amount
following : —

On every Bill of Txchange payx-
able on demand or at sight, or on
presentation, or in which no time for
payment is expressed, the sum of two-
pence, in lieu of the sum of one
penny, presenily chargeable on every
such Bill of Exchange.”

Mr. KERR (Fnoggere): When the House
adjourned on Iriday I was dealing with
the loan expenditure. I had pointed out that
the public debt has now reached the cnor-
mous amount of something in the vicinity of
£90,000,000, and I mentioned thst the return
from public works and services on which the
money has been expended was very small
indeed. To meet the interest charge on that
debt only £1547,894 was received last year,
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whereas £3,761,140 had to be paid in interest.
Up to 1914 our loan expenditure amounted
1o £56,000,000. Since that time we have
expended another :£30,000,000 or £35,000,000
from the Loan Bund vet we are to- da,v
receiving £160,000 less than we received in
1914 as interest on our loan expenditure.
{ we are receiving less now on a greater
expenditure than was received in 1914, then
the only logical conclusion we can come to
i= that we are getting absolutely no return
whatever on the money e\pondcd since that
vear., If a man spends £100 in 1914 and
obtains sufficient to pay the mtclest on that
money, and then a number of years after-
wards spends another £100 and reccives less
on those two amounts of money than he
received on the expenditnre of the former
sum in 1914, there is something wrong somc-
where. YeL, that 1s the position of the
finances of the State to-dey in connection
with loan expenditure. I know that soine
of the assets of the State may possibly be
worn out, and that is one reason why we
are not getting a sufficient return on the
money expended ; but the Government during
the last ten vears should have made some
provision, by way of a sinking fund or other-
wise, to have those assets replaced. The only
sane solution of the finances of the State is
to sce that this £90.000,000, representing
expenditure from the Loan Fund, brings in
a sufficient return to pay, or very mncarly
pay, the interest on that momney. If one
studies the tables relating to the Treasurer’s
Financial Statement, it will be seen that.
where in 1214-15 the percentage of revenue
required to meet interest charges amounted
to .72 per cent. of the revenue, it now
amounts to 16.48 per cent. of the revenue.
In 1914 taxation was not required to meet
interest charges, but to-day a considerable
amount of income is required from that

source to meet intcrest charges on loan
monev which is not making a sufficient
return,

The Government have consistently starved
sound investments, such as the advancing of
moner to local authorities, and at the same
time have invested the money in wild-cat
schemes.  The local authorities have been
compelled to go to other sources for moncy
for electric light schemes, water channelling,
etc.,, with the result that the trading enter-
prises and industries of this State have bcen
tinancially restricted because of the fact of
local authorities having to go to private
banks instcad of being able to get financial
assistance from the Government. Quite
recently a conference was held between the
Treasurers of the States and the Common-
wealth with a view to establishing one bor-
rowing authoritz. It will be necessary in
the very near future for the local authorities
of Quecnsland to agree to one borrowing
authority, instead of all the local bodies
being ailowed to borrow independently after
the issue of an Order in Council, otherwise
the taxpayers of Queensland, who aro
already heavily taxed, will have to make some
provision different from that which exists
to-day. Last year the balance of the Loan
Fund was £2,672,325. I would now like to
deal with the Trust Funds, which are in as
disastrous a condition as the ILoan Fund.
To-day the net balances of the various l‘lust
Funds show a deficit of £889,797. That only
means one thing. The debit of the Trust
Accounts  has  reached nearly £1,000,00C.
The State has had to pay somewhere in the
vieinity of 6 per cent. interest on that money,

Avarst.]
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involving an extra interest charge on the
revenue of £60,000. That alone is fairly
heavy. I know that the Treasurer may refer
to the fact that in 1914 the Trust Accounts
were overdrawn to a very large extent.

The Tressvrer: That is quite right.

Mr. KERR: I want to be quite fair, but
since that date, by means of the Govern-
ment Savings Bank moneys, we were able
to reduce that overdraft. But, notwithstand-
ing what has been done, the Government are
now spending trust moneys in exactly the
same way as loan money 1s being expended
to-day. When the Government have not
been able to square the Loan Fund Account,
they have been taking the money at credit

{ the Trust Accounts, such as the assurance
fund under the Real Property Act and the
Public Service Superannuation Fund, amount-
ing to tens of thousands of pounds, and using
it in Siate enterprises such as the Chillagoe
smelters. There 1s no wonder that the Trust
Accounts are in debit to the extent of nearly
£1,000.000 when that has occurred. The
Treasurer will acknowledge that, in order
to get over the difficulty of treating each
trust account separatcly, he last year amalga.
mated these accounts, giving him the right
to use the moncy in various avenues. I
am going to shew exactly how this works
out. The asarance fund under the Real
Property Act was in credit to the extent of
£135,000. while the State Public Service
Superannuation Fund was in credit to the
extent of :£458,523.

I haye mentioned that this money is being
spent in uncertain ente)pllsos I am gomg
to take onc of tnose uncertain enterprises in
which this money is being expended to-day
because loan moneyv has not been available
to the State. I want to take, first of all,
the State coalmines. Last year the expendl-
ture under this heading from trust funds
was £141,596 and the 1eee;pts £128,568, mak-
ing a shortagc in the State coalmines on
trust funds accounts of £13,028. Many thou-
sands of pounds of loan money have also been
spent in the State coalmines, but, irrespec-
tive of what fund the money is being
expended from, a considerable loss has been
experienced in "that undertaking. I want to
read an extract from the < Wild Cat’’ column
of the Sydney ‘‘ Bulletin” of last week in
this connection—

“ The Theodore Government’s policy of
nationalising the coal industry has badly
pinched good unionists in the Blair Athol
collieries; the operations of the State
mines at Baralaba and the Styx have
meant ruination to that field. Of course,
neither of the State enterprises is work-
ing at a profit, but a desperate cffort is
now being made to put the Bowen State
colliery on a payable basis. Blair Athol
collieries can mine so much cheaper than
the Styx and Baralaba that, despite
heavier {r cight charges, they could secure
the local market if the two former had fo
trade on their own merits. As it is,
Blair Athol returrs are beggarly now;
the pits turned out only 2,493 tous for
June, and miners are lucky to get more
than two shifts per week.”

Herc we bave the trust funds of the State,
in addition to moneys expended from the
Loan Fund, being invested in a losing pro-
position, and the loss being - footed by the
taxpayer. That is not the onlv thing that
has happened, for the Blair Athol miners
arc only working two shifts a week by reason

Mr. Kerr.]
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of the interference of the Government in the
coal industry. The cofforts of the Govern-
ment in State trading in coal have been very
unsuccessful, notwithstanding their experience
in regard to the Warra coalmine. The Go-
vernment have also had other experiences
with coalmining, and, although they are
unable to make advances to settlers, they are
able to cxpend trust moneys to the extent
of £141,000 a year on these losing mining
ventures. They are restricting advances to
settlers, alleging the cause to be financial
stringency.

Mr. HArTLEY: And they are saving
£30,000 per annum in the coal bill of the
Railway Derartment in Central Queensland.

Mr. KERR: I shall deal later with the
alleged saving in the coal bill. It is all very
well to say that onc particular asset of the
State is helping another; but if you take the
whole of the returns of the State, including
rents of land and other things, it will be
found that none of them makes up the
interest on the public debt. the loss on State
enterprises, or the waste of trust funds.
Taking one weturn with the other, I am
unable to see any compensating factor, and
I should like the hon. member for Fitzroy to
show where it exists.

The TREASURER: What about the £50,000
4 vear saved by the Northern system of
railways through using Bowen coal?

Mr. XIRR: I admit that the Government
are making a strenuous effort to make the
Bowen coalficld a success, but no one has yet
seen any definite benefit to the State.

The TrEASURER: The Railway Department
is saving £50,000 a year through the Bowen
coalfield.

Mr. KERR: I want to know how much the
Railway Department iz losing over Blair
Athol.

The TrEASURER: It is lesing nothing.

Mr. KERR: Yet it 15 only possible for the
Blair Atho! mines to work two shifts a week.

The TREASURER: The State mines at Styx
and Beralaba also supply coal to the Rail-
way Department.

Mr. KERR: We know that the coal of
Styx and Baralaba is being mixed to-day, and
it is not giving every satisfaction. In letters
written to papers. the enginemen state that
the wear and tear resulting to engines from
the use of this second-rate mixed coal 1s
costing thousands of pounds a year.

Mr. HARTLEY: Who says that?

Mr. KERR: The ¢ Railway Advocate.”

Myr. HARTLEY: A few engine-drivers who
have an interest in Blair Athol.

Mr. KERR: I do not know that that is
right. I am not an authority on this matter
except that I have received my information
from experienced men. We gain our know-
ledge by reading. The hon. member will
have an opportunity of presenting his facts
during this debate. The letters published in
the “ Railway Advocate ” are used by me as
my basis of information.

Mr. HarTiEy: And you call them facts!

Mr. KERR: That paper calls them facts.
We have to accept as facts a certain amount
of what we read.

Mr. Hartiey : Take my tip-—when reading
any Tory paper, deduct 58 per cent. as being
other than facts.

[Mr. Kerr.
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~ Mr. KRR : This is not a Tory paper—it
is a Labour paper—the workers’ paper. That
is one thing that is causing the drift to the
city, There is no doubt that this indiscrimi-
nate spending of money causes to a great
extent the drift to the city, and the Govern-
ment must take their share of the blame.
The fist I shall quote will emphasise the
gravity of the position.

POPULATION STATISTICS, QUEENSLAND.
Clities.
1911 census 141,565
© 1921 census 214,076

An increase of 51.2 per cent. to the citics.

Towns.
1911 census 90,518
1921 census 125,345

An increase of 38.5 per cent. to the towns.

Shires.
1911 census. 268,292
1921 census 423,859
An increase of 15.41 per cent. to the shires.

The Government should do whatever they
possibly can to stop this drift to the cities.
I venture to say that, if the Government
caused all the money that is at present being
wasted to be diverted to the use of the
farmers of the country and made sufficient
advances and allowances to create extra work
on those farms, it would result in the sons
of farmers and many other: being retained
in a prosperous condition on those farms.
Rather thev are restricting advances to
farmevs, and the result is that the roung
fellows on the farms have not the money to
make iraprovements, and they have to drift
to the cities. One would not think that in
this year 1924 the Government would have
spent less in advances to farmers than they
spent in the year 1916. In that year the
CGovernment spent £414.187. In the subse-
quent years the amount advanced was less

and less until in 1921 it was £240.000. In

1922 the amount increased to £251,000, and

in 1923 i+ increased fo £355,000, while in
1924 it amounted to £412,000. That is, the
amount advanced to farmers is less to-day
than it was in 1916, and the absolute result
shown by the census is that there is a drift
to the cities.

The Government are encouraging that drifr
1o the city rather than encourage the people
to remain on the land by giving advances to
the farmers. Primary production is of para-
mount importance to this State. and it should
be encouraged by giving advances 10
farmers; but, instead of doing that. the Go-
verninent arc restricting these advances and
arc spending loan money and trust money in
another direction which is no good to this
Qtate, and which has the offect of decreasing
employment. :

We must acknowledge that sometinies the
Lattering of the Oppositicn against the Go-
vernment has a good result. In this Chamber
during the last fortnight the leader of the
Opposition and various other members on
this side of the House have complained that
the Agricultural Bank Act of 1923 has not
been proclaimed, although passed last ses-
sion. What do we find? Berause the leader
of the Opposition and varvious other members
on this side have tackled the Government on
this question there is a statement in the
papers this morning proclaiming that the
Act is to be put into force.

My, Barser: What bunkum !
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Mr. KERR : Although the Act was passed
{welve months ago, th(\ {rovernment never
proclaimed their own legislation; but, as a
result of the criticism of the (‘ppoeltlon in
the House during the last weck or two, the
Governimment have decided to put the Act
inte operation. But what do they do?
Accerding to the Act, £1,700 is the maxi-
mura amount of advance to farmers, and the
Scerctary for Agriculture makes this extra-
ordinary statement—

““Tt is necessary for funds to boe used
in the best interests of the State.”

Did you ever hear such a thing in your life?
After ten years, it is about time for the
Government to make that statement—the
most _extraordinary statement 1 have ever
heard. Tt is time they spent money in the
best interests of the State. Instead of allow-
ing an advance of £1,700, as previded by the
Act, they state they are limiting the advance
to £500. What is the good of passing an Act
if you are not going to caryr it out? Finan-
cial stringency! That (1005 not cnter into
the aquestion when the Government want to
spend tens of thousands of pounds on State
enterprises. The Government have spent
something in the vieinity of £700,000 on the
Chillagoe State smelters, and, if this money

had been advaneed to the seitlers, there
would not be any necessity to talk about
financial stringency. The (;mmnmem can

spend tens of thousands of poundx in nnwar-
ranted channels to-day: but, when it cowes
to giving farmers the bcnmlr of the legisla-
tion passed, they say, owing to financial
stringency they are only allowed to advance
up to ~5OO You cannot get awaxr from these
facts. While thex are Iexfllctlnﬁf advances
to scttlers on the land, the Chillagoe
smelters show the enormous debit of £723,004
to the Trust Fund. The trust money which
should have been advanced to the settlers

hdas been spenf on the Chillagoe smelters.
While this financial stringency allegedly 1s
on, workers' dwellings and other things

should stop. How is 1t, while this financial
stringeney is on, that they are able to expend

from Trust Fund on that State enterprise
the following amounts—
£
1920-21 300,000
1921-22 248,000
192223 321,000

And last vem—the financial stringency vear
—they were able to spent trust money to the
extent of £420,000 on the Chillagoe State
smelters.  That is more than the farmers in
Queensland recsived in advances. This is
where the policy of the Government is wrong
—the money should be given to farm‘x\
What is more, the falmr‘n pay the full
interest and redemption. and there is no loss,
as there is in the other case. Tho loss on the
working of Chillagoe last vear was £26,000.
and the unpaid interest in addition was
£32,000. These concerns are not able to pay
interest, and taxation ha: to be imposed to
make up the los:. But it does not stop there.
The statement is made that there is some
henefit to the Railway Department from the
Chillagoe smelters. but the fact is over-
looked that there is a railway rebate of 50
per cent. allowed, which means a gain to
the Chillagoe smelters of over £9,000 a year.
The railways are not gaining by these State
smelters. As a matter of fact, the railways
are carvrying the baby for them; and, in
addition to the smelters losing money, the
Railway Department are losing their ordinary
dues because of this rebate of 50 per cent.

1524—2 ¢
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There 13 another account that I desire to
refer to—the Harbour Dues Fund, which is
indebted to the extent of £50,000. If the
Trust Accounts are amalgamated as indicated
by the Treasurer, I would appcal to him thag
at least the receipts from harboyr dues should
be spent on the harbours instead of being
spent in these wild-cat schemes of the Govern-
ment. It is only reasonable that any surplus
receipts from harbour dues should be used,
for instance, in our own river, Private entm-
prise In Brisbane has assisted to make this
harbour, as well as the Government, and
there are good metal quarries in my elec-
torate which have becu used in this direc-
tion. The metal is carricd on the river.
There is a surplus of receipts over expendi-
ture in connection with harbours, bus
it is being expended in State enterprises, and
our river is being neglected as well as the
interests of the settlers.

T want to show the dxffel cnce between the
1914 mcthod of financing and the 1924
method. In 1914-15 there was an expendi-
ture on harbours of £158,549, and a revenue

of £103,716. We spent £54,000 in 1914 more
than the receipts, but to-day, when the
expenditure s £81,600 and the receipts

£95,000, or £14,000 above the expenditure,
the Government are spending something like
£77,000 less on harbours than was spent in
1914. The shipping to-day wants a great
deal mo«e attention from the Government in
regard to harbour facilities. Our harbour
to-day in Brisbane is an absolute disgrace.
We have not got the necessary docks for
ships, and, while the revenue is greater than
the exprnditure, we find the Government
taking the surplus revenue from the harbours
and spending it in State enterprises of a
losing nature.

Mr. C'oLrixs : What about Mount Morgan?
That 13 private enterprize.
Mr. KERR: You cannot get away from

those figures. We have a statement also—I
think by the Secretary for Public Works—
in regard to an efficient Trust Account—it
is in regard to unemployment insurance.
Even the ¢ Daily Standard’ states that the
oxcess of receipts over disbursements on 30th
June last was £124,000. Last year the expen-

diturc on unemployment msurance wa%
£165,000 and the receipts £229,000, or
credit in that year of £64,000. W hile the

Trust Accounts are in such a bad way, I am

not going to be an advocate at
[10.30 a.r1.] this stage for extending benciits

under the uncmployment insur-
ance scheme. but we have there allegedly a
surplus of £124,000, whick has been taken
from industry, from employees, and partly
from the Government. In my ecstimation
that mouey should not be spent upon State
enterprises. but should be used to reduce the
payments by the cmployees. I have seen
some of the books of the employers. Talk
akout a stamp album! Talk about a picture
dllely‘ I have never seen anything so
cntertaining as this Unemployment Insur-
ance Tund. People will say that it is
not a great hardship to make the pay-
ments, but these continunal pin pricks will
veact in the long run, and opportunity should
be taken to give back to industry some of
that £124,000 which has been accumulated

in a few short months over a ycar. 'The
money is there. It is not required by the
State.

Mr., WINSTANLEY interjected.

Mr. Kerr.]
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Mr. KERR: It possibly is. If this fund
were kept separate—and in my opinion it
should be kept sepavate—it would not be so
casy to use it on enterpriscs which are losing
moncy. It 13 no wouder that tho institu-
tion of a 44-hour week is a difficult matter.
Is it any wonder that the Gowornnuezip have
to reduce the selaries of their servants by
5 per cent.? Why is all this money being
spent in this way, when tens of thouaaadg
of pounds are being lo~t annually ? There 15
ouly one y to tackle the problem, and
that is to a(‘“ all ‘rho Stale enterprises which
can be carried out uy private industry. The
State should only embark upon an (’Dté‘lp] isc
when it cannot be undertaken by privaio
individuanls. To keep on the mines and nssist
the prospectors in mining in all directcns
and keep them going year after yvear means
that we are pouring the funds oi this State
iuto a siud.

Just in conclusion I want to point out
generally that last year the estimated
expenditure was £13,057,063, but the Govern-
ment excecaed 1t by £358,269. That is to say,
they overspoent by that ainount. On the other
hand the ¢stimated revenue was £13,064,100,
and the actnal revonue cxceeded the estimate
by £362,929, and we were able 1o show &
surpius of only £12,767. No money was paid
to the trustees of the Public Debt Reduction
Pund, apart altogether from the fact that
the sinking fund pavments were suspended
between 1918 and 1922, The precent Govern-
ment have never been able to reduce thelr
public debt. The Corimonwealth Government
are doing it. Every other State in Australia
is doing it. This Government unfortunately
mnondcu the Act so that they are not coin-
pelled vy law to 'aake the pavment:, and the
result is that to-day we are not making any
progress in the reduction of our debt.

The Trrasvrsz:  What does the hon. mem-
ber mean when ho says that we have made
no cffort to reduce the public debt by way of
sinking fund arrangements?

Mr. KERR: The Government suspend-d
the payments, and there is only onc way
to reduee the public debt apart from them,
and that is to pay the surplus of revenue
over expenditure to the trustees of the Public
Debt Reduction Fund.

The Tresstvrer: The hon. member said
that every State but Quecnsland is doing it.
How much has Western Australia done in
the last 10 years out of surplus revenue?

Mr. KERR: At the same time they are
appropriating meney from time to time to
wipe off the publiz debt. The wne thing
has not been done in Queensland. There is
only one wuy to wipe it off, apart from sink-
ing fund arrangements, and nearly every
vear before this Government came into power
a certain sum was paid to the trustees. Th
Government have done nothing except pay
ahout £145,000 in onc year.

I recollect that quite well. The Govern-
ment were not game to tell the people of
Qucensland that they had a surplus of so
much, so they covered it up by paying a
certain amount to the trustees of the Public
Debt Reduction Fund.

The TREASUTRER: That
erroneous statement.

Mr. KERR: I made the statement that the
sum of £145,000 had been paid to the trustees
of the Public Debt Reduction Fund to reduce
our public debt. That statement is correct.

[Mr. Kerr.
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The Treasveer: It is absolutely incorvect
to say that there was an unseen surplus.

Mr. KERR : Mr. Fihelly was Treasurer al
the time that the £145000 was paid to the
trustees. bui there was a considerable amount
of unemployment in Queensiand, and, if the
Government had disclosed the surplus of
£145,000, there would have been a pretty big
squeal from somewhere. What did the Go-
vernment do?  Instecad of showine that
amount as a surplus, as any other Govern-
ment would have done, they paid a consider-
able amount to the (rusties of the Public
Debt Reduction Fund-—a most unusual thing
—and actually showed the very small sur-
plus of £9,000

The Treastrer: The hon. gentleman s
centirely wrong in stating that there was such
a payment to the trustces of the Public Debt
Reduction Fund.

Mr. KEBR : I make the statement again.

The TrEasURER: I
and I assure the hon.
wrong.

Mr. KERR : If that amount was not paid
to the trustece of the Public Debt Reduction
Trund, will the Treasurcr say to what account
the money was paid?

The Trrasvrer : If the hon. gentleman will
read the Financial Statement for the follow-
ing year, he can ascertain that for himself.

Ir. KERR: Did that amount go towards
the reduction of the public debt?

s one of the trustees.
gentleman that he is

The Treasvrer: It went to liquidate some
of the deficits in the public accaunts.

Mr. KERR:
The TREASTRER: No.

Exactly the samen thing.

Mr. KERR: What are deficits afiter all is
said and done? They are all tacked cn to

the public debt.

The Treastrer: The deficits are Like over-
drafts. The hon. gentleman a momen: ago
called attention to the fact that the Govern-
ment liquidated certain deficits, There arve
other deficits that we will liguidate later on.

Mr. KERR: I cannot for the life of me
sec how the Government are going to liquidate
doficits if they are going to spend the money
in the way they have been doing.

The TRE.»\SI RER : The transaction mentioned
by the hon. gentleman was not carried out
by the trustees of the Public Debt Reduction
Tund, but was carried out by the Treasury.

Mr. KERR : That is what I said.

The Trusstrer: The hon.
not.

Mr. KERR: My point is that £145.000
could have been very well shown as a surplus
for that vear.

The Tressvrer: The hon. gentleman on
the one hand criticises the Government for
showing a deficit, and on the other hand
criticises the Government for showing a
surplus.

Mr. KERR: I am not doing anything of
the kind. That £145,000 was paid to mis-
cellaneous accounts—put it that way—instead
of being shown as a surplus.

gentleman did

The TreasvrRER : The hon. gentleman knows
that this year it is intended to liquidate
some of the accounts, as is shown by the
Financial Statement.
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Mr. KERR : Yer. Some of the Loan Fund
to credit in the bank is being used as au
overdraft for trust zccounts.

The bell indicated that the hon. gentleman’s
tinie had expired.

Mr. FOLEY (Ledchiurds)
ta deal with many

I do not intend
items in the Financial

Statement, but 1 desire to make a few
remarks mainly for the purpese of dealing
with the position generally and possibly

putting forward a few suggestions. I must
agree with hon. members on the other side,
that the position as outlined in the Trea-
surer’s Financial Statement is a serious one.
and one which zhould give hon. members on
both sides a good deal of food for thought.
One has to consider nOI'i()L\S‘I_\” the sinall osti-
mated increase in revenue for the financial
year, our incrcased intervest bill, and the fact
that, whilst in 1914.15 the interest charge
on revenue amounted to 3.92 per cent., T
amounts to-day to 16.8 per cent. We have
to remember that cur loan expenditure is
restricted, local authoritie: with important
projects in hand are compelied to mark time,
urgent necessary requircments for the rail-
way service are held in abeyance, expendi-
ture on school construction is restricted, and
practically every Government department
has to wait until the position is more
favourable before procecding with important
projects.

Notwithstanding that position, I cannot
agree with the hon. members opposite that
the Government are mainly responsible for
the present financial position. The hon.
member for Warrego struck the right note
on Friday last when he mentioned that
previous Governments paid very little regard
to the difficulties they were imposing on the
Governments of to-day when they arranged
for their loans to fall due altogether. It is
because of that fact that the Governments of

to-day are suffering sach inconvenience. That
fact, ccmbined with the difficulties of
cxchange—which hon. members are aware

affect not only the Government of this Stato
but Governments of all the other States and
nractically every Government in the world—
has compelled the Government to face the
present position.

During the course of the debate, hon. mem-
bers opposite have referred to the mission of
the Treasurer to London. and have denounced
the coaversion terms that he arranged for
the loans falling due. This was a matter
that was well thrashed cut in the debate on
the Address in Reply, but some hon, mem-
bers insist on harping upen it. I consider
that the Treasurer did much better than most
men would liave done in the face of the cir-
cumstances he was confronted with overseas.
The campaign of the Treasurer to break
down the opposition in London was watched
very cerefully by me. I watched it from the
time that he appealed to the country in
defiance of the financiers of London and
brought his party back as a Government, to
the time when certain resolutions supporting
him in his stand were carried at the Emu
Park Labour Convention, and his efforts in
practically every public statement since,
where he had an opportunity to touch upon
the question, to break down the financial
opposition on the other side of the world. I
might meention that he got very little assist-
ance frem the financial institutions in this
country. We all know what the arrange-
ments are, and, in my opinion, the terms are
much betfer than I expected they would be
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when the Treasurer lft Auwsiralia.
dealing with questions this
recognise the enormous pm or i
lords possess orer Governmet
quite plainly, Governments,
Labour Govoruments or

ments, culy poiress nominal power. The real
power depends on the ¢wnership of wealth,
and the money lords in Loundon, Furope, and

When
ot one; must
at the money

. To put 1t
W l\ctho- they be
National Govern-

America are really the controllers of the
wealth of the world. Consequently they
possess real power in the world to-day, and

can wield that power cver any Government
passing legislation which to any extent affects
their interests. It is luteresting to consider
the terins that the Treasurer was so success-
ful in arranging, and compare them with the

terms 1imposed in 1807 on Mr. Roosevelt.
then President of the United States of

America. have
time-
Tankee

Many people, no doubt,
forgotten that incident, but at tmt
Mr. Rocsevelt was des thw with the Y

trust combine. e w as suceessful through
the Supreme Court of America in prosceuting
the Oil Trust and having infiicted upon it
penalties to the extent ot 29,000,000 dollars.
The recult on that occasion was that the
trusts, the Standard Oil Company’s banks
under Rockefeller, the Steel Trust under
Pierpont Morgan, and tlc Beef Trust under
the Armcur Company, entered into an alli-
ance against President Rooseveit. I shall
point out the terms that they forced upon
the President, and the people of Quesnsiand
will then be in a position to compare those

terms with those which the Treasuror of
Queensland  was successful  in.  arranging

agamnst just as strong an opposition as was
levelled against Presideat Rossevelt in 1907.

The combined trusts were so successful,
by closing or threatening to close the banks
thloughout America, that they comnpelled

President Roosevelt to meet them, and they
laid down these terms—
(1) That Rooscvelt drop his anti-

trust campaign;

¢ (2) That no cffort be made to collect
Standard Oil fines;

€ (3) That no further action be taken
against trusts or combines controlled by
Rockofcl]m Morgan, or Armour;

“(4) That portion of the Sherman anti-

trust regnlation be dropped;

“(5) That money plcwou:,lv pald into
the Federal Treasury for bonds be left on
deposit at private banks.”

The “ New York Herald” of 25th November,
1907, had this to say—

“ Roosevelt has received his lesson, and
we shall hear no more of his attack upon
trusts.”’

The London *
1807, said—

“The trust magnates hardly

¢ Daily News™” of 6th December,

scomed

to have moved a finger, vet they have
made their power felt throughout the
civilised world, They have made no

sacrifice. but on the contrary will emerge
wealthier men than before! They have
brought the most powerful Govelnment
in the world to its knees, and have forced
it to suspend certain laws, and have
made it promise not to interfere with
them any more.”

When one makes that comparison—and the
odds in each case were practically similar—
one must agree that our Treasurer’s visit to
London was a most successful one. The

Mr. Foley.]
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recent illustration of the opposition to our
Treasurer of the financial lords, and the
better illustration in America away back in
1907, brings us to the que<tion “What are
we to do to get from under the enormous
power wiclded over us by the financial lords
of to-day?”

In my opinion, there is only one thing for
Australians to do, and that is to be success-
ful in establishing a Labour Government in
the Federal arena and so secure control of
Foderal inmsurance and finance gencrally.
Many mar say that that is an 1mpossible
task. At this stage I am not quite clear
as to the powers “the Federal Constitution
allows a Government in regard to nationalis-
ing finance in Australia. ¥or the informa-
tion of hon. membm's, I shall quote an extract
from the ¢ Labour in the New World,”
written by Mr. Philip Snowden, the presens
Chancellor of the Exchequer in Fngland. He
deals with the matter and points out that
really the problem is not guite as large or
formidable as would appear at first sight—

* No Exrra CosT BY ACQUISITION.

¢ Share capital raised by joint stock
companies is just as much a debt as
would be the capital raised by the State
for the acquisition of, say, the banking
and insurance.

““ There is no real difference between
the debt owing by a joint stock com-
pany and # debt that would be owing
by the State on bonds and shares it
issued for the acquisition of a business
COICern.

< If the State owned the mines, rail-
ways, or the whole of our industrial con-
cerns, there would be no increase of debt,

¢ The Smte would have assumed the
position of the companies, and would
have accepted their responsibility for
the capital that was subscribed by private
individuals.

It might be asked what advantage
the State would gain by acquisition of
industrics, banking and insurance.

“I might first beg the question by
asking what advantages capitalistic
Governments and municipalities  and
public bodies controlled by business men
have perceived in pursuing the policy of
nationalisation and municipalisation in
the past?

“ By stopping for the future the pro-
fits beyond a fixed rate of interest _going
into the pockets of a few private indivi-
duals, at the expense of the community.

“Wach year there is an cnormous
tribute levied upon the community in
the form of rent and interest and profit.”

The hon. member for Warrego outlined quite
clearly the enormous profits that the banking
and financial institutions of this State were
extracting from the people, and, although
we must admit that it s rather a big task
for any Government to undertake, the task
must be undertaken if the people of Aus-
iralia wish to make any advance towards
emancipation or towards the perfect State.
When banking and finince have been
nationalised by the Commonwecalth Govern-
ment, a great deal more can be done to
bring about better results for the workers of
Australia. As a result of their control of
firance, they would have power to finance
the workers in the acquiring of the indus-
trial concerns of Awstralia. The factors

[Mr. Foley.
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which really constitute the real power in
society to-day are the control of finance and
the control of industry. If you do not possess
control of both these factors, the Government
really possess no power, or have only what
can be termed a nominal power. The
power possessed by those having control of
finance was emphasised quite recently in
Tagland when the Allies were conferring as
to the best methods of bringing abous
stabilisation in Europe and pufting the
Buropean countries in the way of becoming
better organised than thev are at present.
They were told by the financial organisations
through the Press that, unless certain definite
arrangements were made at the conference
and agreed to by France and Germany, no
loan would be forthcoming to assist Germany
and the Kuropean States generally. Then
just recently, on the eve of the signing of
the trade agreement with Russia, we again
had an illustration of the power of finance
to dictate to the British Government, or at
least to try and influence them against
making any agreement with Russia until such
time as certain arrangements were made by
Russia with certain bondholders in England.

What I wish to discuss Is the position in
Queecnsland to-day, and I am pointing out
by illustration the effect of the money power
on this State in particular, and I also wish
to point out what is being done by the
Labour movement in Quoensland to put the
workers on a better basis than they are at
the present time.

Take the union movement as an illustra-
tion. They have concentrated on organisa-
tion for « Tumber of years, but while build-
ing up their organisation, they have mainly
concentrated upon adjustment of wages and
the betiering of conditions by the reduction
of hours and other methods in the work-
shops, ficlds, and factories. Then we have
the Trades and Labour Council, which is
really « body represented by the bulk of the
unions in Queensland. In regard to that

particular councii, Mr. Tim Moroney, one
of its prominent ‘members, points out that
it really is only what could be termed a
(hsputes committee; it has practically no
power to do anything for the workers, and
its function at the present time is to ‘1d3ust
dl%putcb between unton and union or between
unions and employers. Now Tom Mann is
quoted in the ¢ Srandard ” of last night and
the ¢ Daily Mail” of to-dax in the cable
news as having been prominent in what is
known as the ¢ National Minority Move-
ment”’ 1n England, and he emphasises the
point thzt I am coming to by pointing out
that the unions of Enw and—and the same
applies to Australia—bave overlooked the
main object—that is, the controlling of indus-
try, and that is what they are concenhatmg
on now in the new movement over there.
There is a tendency for union leaders
to throw the onus on the Government of
doing things which could be well done in
many instances by themselves. As I have
emphasized, very little has been done or
attempésd by unionism ir Queensland towards
acquiring the control of industry. On the
other hand, Labour in politics has concen-
trated mainly upon rpassing legislation,
which, no doubt, is necessary for the govern-
ing of the State, and at the same time doing
what it can to assist not only the industrial
section of the community but also the pri-
mary producers. But I would point out
that the Queensland State Labour platform
has practicallr been put into operation by
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the Labcur Government. The fifth plank in
the fighting platform with regard to the
initiative and referendum, has not been
attempted yet, but it is only a principle, and
does not to any great extent affect the
industrial condition of the workers.

[11 a.m.]

The seventh plank is, “ Improved system
of land settlement.” That has been
attempted by this Government. The others
are—

8. A 44-hour week—that is in the pro-
gramme for this session.

9. A workers” homes scheme—alrcady
put into operation.

10. Organisation of farmers for protec-
tion against middlemen—already in
operation.

11. Co-operation in agriculture—already
put into operation by the Govern-
ment and going strong.

12. Extension of education.

13. Suppression of * wild-cat” companics.

14. Baby clinics and maternity hospitals.

15. State supervision of insurance com-
panies.

All those planks are practically in operation.

17. Liquor reform.

18. Protesction of State against slanders
of newspapers and politicians.

19. Amended Jury Act—already in opera-
tion.

20. Right to work and uncmploved insur-
ance—unemployed  insurance  has
already been placed on the statute-
book and is working satisfactorily.

21. Water conservation—that has been
attempted.
22. State or co-operative sugar-mills—

already in operation.
And so on. If we go through the other
separate headings of our platform, it will be
found that the great bulk of it has been put
into operation since we have come into power.

The point I am coming to is the fact that
this session’s programme contains only two
industrial measurcs. One is the 4d-hour weok
and the other is the Apprenticeship Bill.
The remaining items are no doubt nezessary
for the carrying on of State affairs and for
the making of the machinery of government
work morce casy, but that point stands out
—that only two industrial measures are to be
dealt with this session.

_ One might ask, “Why arc there only swo
industrial reform riecasures in our pro-
gramme?” The answer is quite plain to
most hon. members. It is that industrial
and social reforms depend upon finance. and
apparently, according to the Financial
Statement which has been presented, finan-
cial conditions will not allow us to go any
further at present. i

Another point arises. Has the Labour
movement 1n Queensland reached a dead
end? That is only a fair question to ask when
one reviews the whole position as I am
attempting to do. I, for one, am not pessi-
mistic enough to adopt the attitude that it
has _done so, but I must admit that tempo-
rarily at least there is a hold-up. and that
in the future we must take different stops
and adopt other methods towards progress,
or stagnation will set in and wvery little
advance in industrial and social reform will
be possible. Here I have a suggestion to
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offer which I think is workable and could
well be taken up by this Government and the
union movement outside. It is that some
steps be taken by the unionists to help them-
selves, with assistance by this Government.
What I have in mind is this: A little while
ago, when the Premier laid down a schems
of organisation for the primary produccrs.
a large amount of public money was pro-
vided for their assistance, with the result
that we see what is known as the Councii of
Agriculture and several hundred Tocal Pre-
ducers’ Organisations, or unirs of the scheme
of the Primary Producers’ Organisation,
throughout the State. Those units are
receiving in various parts of the State assist-
ance from the Government for the purpose
of co-operation. What is wrong with the
unionists of this State meaking a step in
similar dircction? The object of the farmce
is to acquire control of his industry. It
would be impossible for the workers of this
State to acquire control of industry by any

other method than that which is being
adopted by the farming community of
Quecnsland. They are gradually acquiring

control of their industry and building up
huge organisations all over Australia, whilst
on the other hand the large body of workers
—unionist memberi to the number of over
100,000 registered in  Quesnsland—cannot
claim ownership of assets to any oxtent what-
ever.

Mr. Corrins: They own two nowspey

Mr. FOLEY: They own two nowspapers,
but that. although quite a worthy project,
is different altogether from what I have in
mind. Those mnewspapers are continually
advocating the control of induwstry by the
workers, but no steps ave being taken by the
workers towards tha: end. Personally, T
claim that co-operation by the workers,
assisted by the Government by way of loan
to finance their projects:, will bring about
the complete control of industry. We have
in other parts of the world illustraticns of
what the workers have done b f
operation, and it must be ac

TS,

trol of industry than we in Australia,
Saxton, the newly-elected president of
British  Co-operative  Scaieties, in  his
inaugural speech, gives a brief outline of
the asscts the workers have built up in the
British Isles. He is thus reported—

“In a few brief sentences, he rtraced
the growth of the co-operative movement.
To-day it has over four and a-half millions
members.  Its share capite]l in 1922 was
£81,629,702; and its retail trade amounted
to £169.582.357: whilst at that time its
stock was valued at £33,049.622: +while
the reserve funds were £10,812.636, and
the net surplus £15.195,008. '},C_hc- total

number of workers was 163,195

I have here also some other information from
another source, but it is rather longer than
the extract that I have read. It points out
that, although the movement has been a long
while in building up the asscts which T have
mentioned, still their magnitude is evidenco
that workers have some say in the carrying
on of the business concerns of the United
Kingdom.

There is another point that I would like to
bring forward and emphasise. Personaliy
I believe it is true. While aitending a levtuie
on co-operation many years -ago at thw
Socialists’ Hall in Sydney I heard an advo-
cate of co-cperation trying to convince the

Mr. Foley.]
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socialist movement in New South Wale: that
co-operation was the best method {or them
to adopt. He stated that. if the uniounists of
Australia were to pay their vearly wages over
the counters of their own co-operativa retuil
stores, they would accumulate in twel
a-half years sufficient funds and 5
acquire the whele of the vetail distri
and productive agencies of Austrelia.
was a big statement to make, Lot he based
his statement on the progress male by the
co-operative movement in Ansicatin.  When
it is 21l analysed, 1t is found to be not such
a great sacrifice on the part of the 100,600
unionists in Quesnsland to contributs towards
this end so as to acquire, first, the co-
operative retail agencies throuszhout Queens-
land, and later, as their as and reserves
grow, to go further into the co-operative
arena. A levy of 3d. per weel weuld raise
£25.000 in a year, and that sum. sub-idised
by the Government on a s-tliird basis by
way of a loan, would give them a consider-
zble sum and a good kick off. If thevy were
to levy on themselves a shilling per weck,
they would raise £100,000 in the vear, and
that sum, subsidized by the Government on a
iwo-third basis by way of a loan, would give
them £300,000, which would be @ voery con-
derable sum and would go far towards
iving the workers a step in the direction of
the objective of the Labour movement in
Australia.

Sesing that I have referred to the Council
of Agriculture and the cfforts of the Govern-
nment in appointing that Council for the pnr-
pose of putting the farmers on the rignt
road co-operatively throughout Queensland—it
is also recognised that the farmers themsclves
are doing good work through the Council of
Agricnlture—I would ask what is wrong with
the establishment by the Governmant of an
Tudustrial Council composed of repressnta-
tives from our industrial organvisations for
the purpose of first confining ifs activities
mainlz to propaganda, organizatisn, investi-
gation, and acting in an advizsorv:capacity
{o the GCovernment in connection with
any projects that may be recortnended? 1
think it is up io the Government sevions
consider something along thosze lines. There
is no getting away from the facr that the
Tinancial Statement as presonted by the
Treasurer gives food for serious thought, and
the more one analyses it the more one recog-
nises that soracthing bas got to be done 1if
we intend to advance any further towards
the objective of unionism and labour
venerally in Australia.

The hon. member for Enoggera made some
remarks concerning the Blair Athol colliery.
T do not intend to deal with his remarks,
but T would point out that one of the things
that could be attended to by the Government
and which would have a big bearing upon
+he finances of the State in the near future
i« the building up of an export coal trade.
Up to date it has been practically impossible
for the (tovernment to act, and it has also
Leen impossible for the mining companies
3 do maweh in that respect. As mentioned
by the hon. member for Tnoggera, Blair
Athol has one of the largest coal seams 1n
the world. On investigation I find that the
reports of the Geperal Manager of Railwavs
sn Central Queensland are in favour of the
use of Styx River and Baralaba coal as
against Blair Athol coal for the Rock-
hampton depdt. I am not going to argue
that matter just now; but I would point out,
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as I have emphasised before in this Chamber,
that it is possible to produce coal from that
=eam at a very low cost. With some assist-
ance from the Government by way of a
rebate on freights, or a further reduction in
reights so as to enable coal to be landed
at port by way of a trial, we could then
see If 1L 1s possible to build up an export
trade, which I fecl sure would be a good
move for Quecnsland generally. Those who
have followed wup the export trade of
America and how 1t was built up over a
number of years until it practically equals
the coal trade of the United Kingdom can

casily soe the advantages that would accrue
to this State. At the present time we are

receiving no rovalties whatever on export

coal from the Blair Athol coal scam, and
we are only receiving roralty on a few
thousand tons in connection with the Jocal

coal trade. The Government could casily
forfeit by way of reduced freights the royal-
ties that they would receive if a big export
coal trade could be built up from some port

in Qucensland. That is the only hope for
that portion of the State. If something is
not done along those lines, Blair Athol

inight as well close up altogether, because
atr the present time it 1s living in misery on
one day’s work a weck. The only solution
for Blair Athol is the building up of an
export trade with the East. Mr. Cohen, in
his address here last week, pointed out the
advantages of organisation in connection
with the building up of a trade with the
Fast. During his address he mentioned the
coal trade, and pointed out that it was
possible to place large supplies of coal in the
eastern  markets provided there was an
organisation to do it. With some assistance
from the Government, and with an effort on
the part of the mining companies at Blair
Athol in the direction of a reduction in the
production costs, I feel confident that an
export trade can be built up which would
mean a big thing for the State and would
have a big bearing upon any future Financial
Statement.

At the present time a good deal is being
done and =aid in union circles in connection
with the unemployment problem. I under-
stand that some steps arc being taken to
hold @ conference to see if it is not possible
to lay down some definite nlan for presenta-
tion to the Covernment whereby this prob-
lom can be solved. Personallv, T wish them
the best of luck in their deliberations, but
I want to say that I have read quite a
number of books authored by mwaster minds
on social problems, and the unemplozment
problem appears to me to beat the whole lot
of them. and how it is possible for us to solve
it completely I do not know, though it max
he possible fo do something towards minimis-
ing the effect. The Unemployed Workers
Insurance Act has no doubt assisted con-
siderably in minimising the effect of unem-
ployment in the community, but T think
more could be done by the Government with
co-operation on the part of the workers,
when the position is favourable, in the direc-
tion of carrying out irrigation works, and
at the completion of that work those engaged
thereon could be established at the place
instead of having to leave the job and go
on the unemployed market as they have to
do at present.

T understand that a scheme was presented
to a previous Government by one of their
irrigation experts under which it was pro-
posed that through a co-operative arrange-
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ment between the workers and the Govern-
ment something could be dene along these
lines. That appears to me the most practical
wayv of dealing with the unemployment diffi-
culty, While I do not wgree with the hon.
memboers opposite in their remarks on the
administration of the Government. I have
ar least to agree with them up to a point.

OrrositioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

r‘Mr. FOLEY: The administration of the
Government, however, is much better than
it has been under previous Governments.

Hon. M. J. Kmwan: No  hear, hears!”’
110W.

~Mr. FOLEY: I ecarncstly suggest to the
Governmnent that some steps be taken in the
Departments of Public Works and Railways,
and other departments, too, along the lines
adopted in various parts of Britain to-day.
There arc in existence there bodics that are
known ¢s shop steward committees. The
movewzent is approved of by the Labour
movemens, and 1s doing a great «leal of good
work fer the union movement in betiering
ihe conditions of the workmen in the work-
~hops. 1 do not argue that by giving the
workers some say in the control of industry
it 1s geing to solve the unemployment prob-
lem; but T have mentioned the fact as a
tep that can be taken towards bettering the
admini-tration of this State by the Govern-
ment, 211d we could advance a great deal in
that  direction by giving the workers
cemploved by the Government a sharc in the
coutrol of the work on similar lines to those
which have been adoptzd by the Government
and private concerns in Great Britain.

Mr. KING (Zogan): I quite agree with
the hoi. member for Leichhardt, who stated
that the Financial Statement gives us very
serious food for thought. It is refreshing to
hear an hon. member on the Government
side say that there is plenty of room for
improvement in the administration by the
Crovernment. ’

OrposITiIoN MEMBERS :

Mr. WING: I have not only carcfully
perused the Financial Statement, but I
listened attentively to the Treasurer when
he was delivering it. I regret to say that in
it I cannot find any hope for comfort so far
as the fulure progress or development of this
State is concerned. There is no progressive
policy outlined in it for the establishment of
sccondary industries or the development of
the primary industries of the State. We
have, on the one hand, the Secretary for
Agriculture, as Acting Premier, stating that
the future success of the State depends upon
the enccuragement of the primary industries,
and on the other hand the Seccretary for
Mines remarking in the coursc of an inter-
view in Sydney that our only hope of salva-
tion is in the encouragement of our secondary
industries. We want to encourage to the
utmost of our powers both our primary and
secondary industries if we desire to make any
progress whatever. There does not seem
from tha Financial Stutement to be any
prospect of lessened taxation on the already
overburdened taxpayer, but on the contrary
it seeks to 1impose more taxation. The
Government do not seem to possess any pro-
sressive policy with respect $o the require-
ments of the local authorities for the develop-
ment of their areas and the carrying out of
their proper functions. The Financial State-
ment is a. drab and colourless one, and docs

Hear, hear!

[26 Arcust.]

Ways asd Meas. 407

rot in any degree ccincide with the policy
put forward by this sccialistic Government
when sceling the suffrages of the people.
It shows that they find themselves up against
a financial brick wall. Late in the day they
have found that their extravagance and
financial profligacy have lead to the only
dead-end  possible.  They now practically
admit that ther have comc to the limit of
their powers of taxation and can bleed the
taxpayer no more. In 1603 the Philp Govern-
ment brought down certain taxation pro-
posals, amongst which was one which had for
its purpose increasing the stamp duties from
1d. on a graduated scale up to 6d. The
matter went to a vote, and the Philp Govern-
ment oniy had a majority of two, the voting
being 33 to 31. There were no proxies then
in existence. The Government under those
circumstances would not carry on with a
majority of two. Ilow very different to the
present Government! On that occasion the
Government hoped to raise a little extra
money by increasing the taxation on receipts,
and here we have a similar proposal. The
Government in this instance hope to raise a
little extra money, estimated at some
£25,000. by increasing the stamp duty on
cheque forms. Tt is quitc possible that what
happened in 1903 may happen here. Small
beginnings very often have large endings.
We do not know but what this little bit of
increased taxation may bring about the down-
fall of the Government later on. This
increased taxation is trivial, and is going to
put a tax on the thrifty man and small trader
who happen to have a banking account. It
is not going to affect the large financial man
to any gieat extent.

The financial year showed a small credit
balance of £12,707. The Secretary for Public
Lands, who was Acting Premier when this
resalt was announced, commented on  this
wonderful surplus and sought to devive a
great deal of satisfaction as a result. He,
however, admitted that care and prudence
would have to be exercised in the future.
Tis idea of prudence and mine may not
agree. Fe would have us believe that his so-
called prudence has been practised by the
Government in its wild, reckless, orgy of
maladministration of the last nine years.
T am afraid that the majority of sensible
business men would not agree with his idea
of prudence if it involves a continuation of
that pclicy.

I want to show how this wonderful surplus
has been brought about. Lazt year the Trea-

surer ostimafed the revenue would be
£13,064,100, while he actually received
£13,428,038. That showed an coxcess of

The

revenue over the estimate of £363,939.
estimated at £13,057,063,

oxpenditure was
vwhile the amount actually cxpended was
£13,415,332. That shows an

[11.30 a.m.} excess of expenditurc over the

estimate of £358,269. The Trea-
surer went all astray in both estimates, and,
if the estimate of revenue had been anywhere
near the mark. the result would have been a
deficit of £351.232, because the estimated
revenue was £13,064,100 and the actual
expenditure was £13,415,332.

The TrEASURER: On the same assumption,
if we had realised the actual revenue and
kept within the estimated expenditure we
would have had a surplus of £370,000. See
how foolish the argument is! If we had not
received higher revenue we would not have
incurred higher expenditure. We have me$

Mr. King.)
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cortain charges. Apparently the hon. gentle-
man did not listen to or read the Financial
Statement. The matter is set out quite
clearly there.

Mr. KING : On such a basis it would have
meant deficits of over half a million in two
years.

The TRrReASURER: If certain eventualities
had happened, we might have had cither
£1,000,000 of a deficit or a surplus.

Mr. KING: Deficits have certainly been
the rule of the present Government. Only
in six departments has expenditure becn cur-
tailed and been less than the previous year,
while there are increases due to railway
activities and the constantly increasing
interest on the public debt. Added to the
departmental outlays and interest on the
public debt, expenditure from Trust accounts
to the extent of £6,642,000, and £4,650,000
from the Loan Funds, we find that the Go-
vernment have been responsible during the
last twelve months for the disbursement of
nearly £24,760,000, the greater part consti-
tuting additional bu]dens on the unfortunate

taxpayer. I have a table showing—
Tsxarton per Hzap.
£ s d
1914 180
1924 4 9 2

An increase of neml\* 216 per cent.

Let us sec for a moment how the record
of taxation has been increased. The follow-
ing list will be of interest:—

INCREASE IN TAXATION.
RECORD OF TAXATION,
1906‘00]91’) 1615 to 1924,

1906-07 1915-16 ..

1907-08 1916-17

1908-09 1917-18 ..

1909-10

1910-11

1911-12

1912-13 Q()S G677

1913-14 RS?,H\Q

1914-15 954,457

Totals for Totals for
9 years 6,200,174 9 years

Lstimated taxation for 1924-25 . £3,769,000

That is a record of taxation which shows
an inerease in those nine years from
£6,200,174 to £24,927,674—a  tremendous

increase,

Hon. J. G. Arrer: Hear,

Mr. KING: That is a greater taxation
than the people of Queensland can carry
The Treasurer now says that he is going io
raise a further sum of £350,000 by additional
taxation through increased fares and freights,
and a further £25,000 from persons, as 1
have said before, who are thrifty and have
a banking account.

hear !

Hon. J. G. AprEL: Persons owning cheque
books.
Mr. KING: The policy of the Govern-

ment should be to use loan money for repro-
ductive works and the reduction of taxation,
according to the plank of their platform.
I shall quote a list of loans, the amount of
interest on loan expenditure which has had
to be paid out of Consclidated Revenue—

£
Period 1906-15 ... 53,689,585
Period 1916-24 . 15,757,835

[#r. King.
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During the period the present Government:
have been in office the public debt has
increased from £52,000,000 i 1915 to
£91,000,000 in 1924, That shows an increase
under socialistic rule of nearly £40.000,000.
The Government have set themselves an
expenditure of £5,000,000 per annum from
loan monev. If that policy of expending
£5,000,000 of borrowed money per annuni
at a cost of 6 per cent., with approximately
the same returns as at present, is continued,
at the end of five years the approximate
additional charge on the revenus will be
£900,000. Nearly £1,000,000 of :aoney!

Just a4 word about our railways.
TUndoubtedly before this Government came
into power our railways were practically
our biggest asset. We know that the last
Secrctary for Railways prior fo the advent
of this Government left a surplus of £49,000.
The railways were then paving a fair rate
of interest. The conditions arc far different
now. The following figures show the com-
parative construction of railways:—

1906-1915, total number of miles

construeted . ... 1701

Average number of miles per
annum . 213

1915-1923. total number of miles
constructed ... 1,067

Average number of miles per
annum 194
The railway deficits have mounted up
vear after year. For the nine yvears afler

1906 there was a net deficit of only £220,000

That was under Liberal administretion. For
the following nine years, 1915-1924. under
Labour administration. we have a net deficit

of £11,500,000.

The deficits under the Labour Administra-

tion were— £
1915.1916 508.2:14
1916-1917 737,283
1917-1918 1,028,002
1918-1919 1,421,320
1919-1920 ... 1,229,575
1920-1921 ... ... 1,739,475
1921-1922 .. .. 1,143,370
1922-1923 1,475,192

1923-1924 (approximate) 1,622,449
Total for ninc vears £11,505.033

Mpr. Farrenn: That is because the workers
got an increase in wages.

Mr., KING: It certainly has nst gone in
extending the railwav systemy, nor in effici-
ency either. During the last financisl year
the department earned a revenue of
£5,684.6563 for an expenditure of £3.990.749.
leaving only £683,804 to meet an interest
bill of £2.316.353.

The Government propose to increase rail-
way fares by 74 per cent. and the {reights
in some directions by 20 per cent. The fol-
lowmg table shows how this 7. per cent.

works out, say, botween here 2ad Cleve-
land :—
T
@
’ CERIE
- FE L GE
| 5= 1 S&
L
Melbourne  Street \'0‘1
Cleveland— s.d. s d.
2nd class single fare| 2 2 [ 2 5
2nd class return 3 914 2
Week-end fare L8 013 4
Platform tickets 0 210 3
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Tf the increased railway fares avre to be on
the same basis all over the State. it is going
to be something vitally different from the
increase of 74 per cent. mentioned by the
Treasurer. I suppose the increase will work
out at 11 per cent. or 12 per cent.

- Mr. Fargeng: The monopohtan people are
in a very favourable position as compared
with the country people.

Mr. KING: I do not think the metro-
politan people are in any better position at
a] T am quoting sccond-class fares, and you
will find that this is going to hit pretty hard
the worker who prefers to live at Wynnum
or within an easy distance of the city. I
do not think it is a fair charge.

Mr. FarrerL: If vou take a similar dis-
tance in the country, you will find the increase
is still greater.

Mr. KING: The inerease will be greater
there, and I think this sction is in the w rong
direction. Tt will realise practically only a
small amount. but it is going to hit the
worker a good deal harder than is generally
understood.

Mr. HARTLEY :
cheap fares.

Mr. KING: I want all the surpluses we
can get, and I want the cheapest farves we
can get combined with efficiency.

Mr. HarTLEY: They
services rendered.

At 11.45 a.m.,

Mre. F. A. CoorEr (Bremncr),
panel of Temporary Chairmen,
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. KING: The hon. member for War-
rego spoke about the legacy of the Tory
Government, and he iwice made use of the
expression ““a bad old lo;r'*m 71 want to
quote the figures in regard to this legacy of
loan indebtedness to show what it was before
this Government came into power. The
following . table shows how the loan money
was spent by the previous Administration—

You want big surpluses and

will have to payv for

one of the
relieved the

£
Railways 36.319,449
Immigraticn 2,763,070
Harbours and Rivers 2,443,822
Tlectrie Telegraph 996,587
Water Supply and Scwer-
age .. .. 2,121,493
Loans to local bodics
(other than for Water
Supply) . 2.741,219
Pub]lc Bmhhng~ 1,726,229
Public Roads 922,103
Defence 364,084
Other 1.803.707
Total . £52.270,763

Can anybody sav that that money was not
well spent?  Was 1t not justified? Having
regard to the development up to nine yeais
ago, I would like to know how Quecnsland
would have developed had that money not
been wisely spent. When the Labour Go-
vernment came into power they did not find
Queensland a barren waste with nothing done.

We were @& progressive and growing com-
munity. Oar mnatural resources were well
dloveloped:  yet the hon. member for

Warrego cannot understand why there was a
legacy of loan indebtednes:. Did he think
for a moment that all this progress could
have been brought about without any lean

[26 Avaust.]

Ways and Means. 109
expenditure whatever? That was a very
necessary expenditure in connection with

work done by past Governments.

Everyone must admit that one of the finest
pieces of legislation ever brought in by any
Government was the Workers’ Dw ellings Act.
That the previous Government gave every
encouragement to persons who desired to
build their own homes is shown by the fact
that in 1914-1915, 1,586 houses were con-
structed under the Workers’ Dwellings Act.
Since the present Administration took office
the number of houses built under the
Workers’ Diellings Act has been consider-
ably less, as is indicated by the following
table :—

Number of

Year. completed
houscs.
1915-1916 +1,069
1916-1917 ... 632
1917-1818 ... Loy 345
1918-1919 252
1919-1926 ... 344
1920-1921 ... 500
1921-1922 ... 290
1922-1923 609
Mr. FARRELL What about workers’ homes?
Mr. KING: I will give the hon. member

2 litille about the workers' homes directly.
From 1910-11 to 1914-15—a period of five
yvears—the previous Liberal Administration
crected 5,014 buildings—an average of 1,003
per annuin.  The hon. member asked on
Friday last if we could point to any year in
which 1,000 workers’ homes were erected, and
I have given him thosc figures as evidence.
From 1915-16 to 1922 23, or a period of cight
sears, under the present Administration—
the term I mentioned previously wus five
vears—the number erected was 4,041, the
average per annum being only 505, or half of
what the previous Liberal Government had
done in a term of five years as compared
with eight vears.

Mr. Farrern: They were five years of war.

Wr. KING: The war is over, and your
best year since the war has only been 608—
that was last year.

Mr. Fiemeir: The cost of material has

gone up.

Mr. KING: I know that perfectly well.
The Workers’ Homes Act was passed in
November, 1919, but nothing was done in

1919, 1920, 1921, 1922 or 1923 for that matter.

Mr. Harriny: Yes, there was. You should
not run away with that idea. They were
putting them up.

Mr. KING: In reply to a guestion asked
by the hon. member for Toowong on 3lst
July, 1923, the Treasurer stated that the
puntber of apphcatlons received for workers’
homes was 182, of which 139 were approved.
The number of houses completed was “ nil”’;
the number of houses in course of erection at
30th June, 1923, was 28; and the total esti-
mated cost of houses in course of erection at
Z0th June, 1923 (excluding land), was £14,853.
That was four years after the ‘Act had been
passed.

Mr. FABRELL:
tion five months.

Mr. KING:
before?

Mr. Hartrey: Nearly all the homes on a
part of the range at Rockhampton are
workers’ dwellings.

The Act had been in cpera-

Why was it not in operation

Mr. King.j
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Mr. KING: I now want to refer to the
advances tc local authoritics. The Financial
Statement mentions a sum of £700,000 for
local bodies. The Government are continu-
ally finding fault with the local authorities
for not carrying out their functions properly.
The Government admit the neccssity for the
local authorities to have loan money for
voads, draizage. health, and general utlhm
purposes, but apparentl thev are 111(’ompe~
tent to assist the local authorities. Wi hy will
the Government not erlarge the borrowing
powers of local authorities, se¢ that, if they
cannot get the money from the Government,
they may get it from other sources and be
able to function properly, instead of being
restricted and hampered in the work which
they wish to carry out? It is a sorry position
for any Gover nment to be in; bub whilst
they recognise that £1,500,000 is required to
enable local authorities to carry out imme-

diate works, the Government can only give
them facilities to get half that amount. The
local authorities cannot carry out their

duties. . I want to compare the advances
made by this Government with the advances
made by the provious Government for a
correspoading period in proportion io the
total expenditure on public works.

The TresSURER: Why not make an actual
comparison between the amounts advanced by

this Government and those advanced by
previous Governments for local authority
work ?

Mr. KING: This is a fair comparison.

It is the total expenditure on public works.

The TreasURER: There is the same number
of local authorities now as there was then.
Why not make & comparison between the
amount: advanced by the previous Govern-
ment and thiz Government? 1t is so easy to
compare the actual amounts advanced this
vear and last yrear, but why not compare the
money advanced by previous Governments
for local authority purpoeses with the amounts
advanced by this Goverument?

My, KING: I think I am perfectly justi-
fied in the method I am taking.

The TreasvrRer: It is not an honest com-

parisou. The hon. member knows, for
instance, that we expended £700,000 last
year in connection with advances to local

authoritics, and the general Government ex-
penses were so much. Would not that be a
fair comparison to make?

Mr. KING: I would not say that.

The Trr»SURER: You have the figures. If

the hon. member tries to work 1t out in
proportion, he will have to take all other
accounts, such as soldier settlements and

public works expenditure.

Mr. KING: This is public works expen-
diture_that I am basing my comparison on.
1 think it is a fair comparison.

The Treasvrer: I think it is an unfair
comparisen.
Mr. XING: The total expenditure on

public works for a period of scven years to
1916 was £12,474,574, and the amount lent
to local bodies for that period £739,388,
being a percentage of 5.9. For the seven
vears ended 3lst December, 1922, the total
expenditure on public works was £19,295,664,
and the amount lent to local bodies for that
period was £765,5631, or 3.9 per cent.

The TrEASURER: In connection with public
works expenditure there was last vear a sum

[3r. King.
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of £496,000 spent on main roads, which does
not figure in the earlicr years. That has to
be taken into account. It is really local
authority expenditure. The basis of com-
parison the hon. member is taking is really
unfair. The hon. member ought to be fair
when making a comparison between the two
periods. A considerable portion of the
£496,000 was out of loan.

Mr. KING:
monwealth,

The Treasurer: It was not a grant from
the Commonwealth. There was an expendi-
ture in Quecnsland last year of £496,000. It
iz given in the Financial Statement.

Mr. KING: I now want to deal with
primary production generally. The Sccretary
for Public Lands, when replying on the wang
of confidence notion, said that the success of
the State depended on primary production,
and I agree largely with that statement. I
want to know how the Government have been
trying to assist primary production. Let me
go back to the year 1915, when a drought
was raging and cattle were dying. The
Government started off to encourage the
primary producers by increasing the land
tax. That was the encouragement they gave.
It hurt the small farmer and nearly ruined
the dairyman.

The TREASURER:
100,600 acres.

Mr. KING: The hon.
some of them.

The TrEasURER: The hon.
giving his own opinions.

Mr. KING: I got this from the farmers
in the Logan d‘=tuct and they make no
mistake about it. One man said, “If they
come here to try and collect the land tax
from me, I will shoot them.” They were
pretty strong about it. It is just as well
that we should not forget these things, and
that is why I am reminding the Troasurer
and the people of them. In 1616 they imposed
that tax upon stock crossing the border in
scarch of agistmuent country.

It was a grant from the Com-

The small farmer with

gentleman has mceé

member is not

The TreEasURER: Arc you talking about
the poor farmers now?

Mr. KING: This is the way the Govern-
ment assisted primary production. In one
of the worst droughts Queensland had ever
experienced they seized the farmer’s butter
and compelled him to accept 15s.
o 32s. per cwt less than ‘e
could have got in Loudon. In 1820
the dairymen wer: forced to scll their butter
at cost price, and the loss to them, accord-
ing to an official report, amounted to no
less than £242,000. I know perfectly well
that the Treasurer would like us to forger
these things, but it is our business to see
that he is not allowed to forget them. The
Government also commandecred the primary

{12 noon]

producer’s meat for use in  the State
butcheries at a price 25 per cent. less than
they paid for meat for Great Britain. Then

they brought into being the costly Council
of Amxcultme I do not know whether it
is gomg to bring about good results for the
farmers, but it is going to bring about heavy
levies

Then let us compare the land policy of
this Government with that of the last Go-
vernment, dealing particularly with closer
settlement. The land opcned for selection
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nnder  the two Administrations

tollows : —

Tenure. 1907-14. 19153-21.

Agrieultural farms ..
Agrienltural homosto ds
I'ree homesteac
Unconditjonal = dochom
Perpetual lease

scerub selections .
Prickly-pear selections

Goat z,:m 140
30,214

5,733,211

7,176,384

The TREASURER: The last Government were
strong In giving out prickly-pear land.

Mr. KING: This Government have been
just as strong in giving out prickly-pear land,
but they will only give a perpetual leaschold
renure. I believe that the Government recog-
nise  the seriousness of the prickly-pear
rrouble, and that they are making an honest

»ndeavour to cope with it.

Hon. W. H. Bar~gs: They have a prickly-
pear on that side. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. KING : The total area of land opencd
for closer settlement by the previous Adminis-

tration was 10,240,804 acres, as compared
with 4,816,417 acres, or a decrcase of
5.423,797 acres under the present Adminis-
rration.

The Treasvrer: Do you mot know that
during the greater part of our period there
was 4 war on?

My, KING: Now let me give some figures
in connection with forfeited selections:—
No. of Forfeited

Selections,

1916 L. T4
1917 ... 543
1918 . 937
1519 1.013
1920 .. 1,044
1921 812
1922 702

5,825

That shows a remarkable vecord of selec-
tions forfeited in seven years of Labour rule.
The Government passed a Closer Scttlement
Act, which was supposed to be in the best
interests of the primary producer.

The TreEtsURER: It was supported by the
primary producers.

Mr, KING: Under that mcasure, as under
other land measures of this Government,
the only tenure which 1s possible is perpetual
leasehold, and it s well understood that
inancial institutions will not make advances
under that tenure. And, by the way, we
werg told the other day by the Secretary
for Public Lands, when a protest was entered
by the Opposition in connection with two
points in regard to the regulations under the
Sugar Works Act of 1922, that is to say, the
altered basm of rating and valuation

The TrREAsURER: You must recollect that
we have not altered the basis of rating fixed
by the Act. We have provided for a new
basis and new rentals.

Mr. KING: I understood that leases have
been given and that the basis had been
altered afterwards.

The Trrisurer: No.

Mr. KING: That would have been quite
wyrong if the Government had done it.

[26 Avgust.]
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The Treastrer: [ would not attempt to
justify such. action.

Mr. KING: I was pointing out in regard
7o perpetual leaschold that generally that
tenure means that every so’octm would have
to go to the Governmeni for advances, be-
cause it iz generally understood that fman-
¢ial institutions will not lend money on per-
petual lease tenure,

The TreastRrEr: They will lend so soon as
the selector gets his tenure for twenty-eight
years.

Mr. KING: I think the hon. gentleman
will find that the advance is made on the
stock and improvements.

The TRASURER: No. Onee a man draws
lis selection he can obtain an adrance.

Mr. HariLey : They advance him money to
Ly stock.

Mr. KING:
over the stock.

Mr. HARTLEY :
the lease,

Mr. KING: It is not taken on the leasze
at all. I have a lot to do with movtgages,
and I know that they are taken on the
stock and improvements. Under the Act I
hiave mentioned the selecltor is not entirely
lis own master. He has to put a certain

Then a mortgage is taken

The mortgage is takea on

acreage under crops. If he makes default in
that respect, his selection is liable to for-
{eiture.

The Trrasvrer: That is a verv sound
policy, and one advocated by wmany hon.
r:embers opposite.

Hon. J. G. Arren: The trouble s that it

is havd to direct what crops shall be grown.
Mr. KING: In 1914-15 thers were 876.621

tons of agricultural produce csrried on our
veilways, bringing in a revenur of £264,030,
which works out at the rate of €<. per ton.
In 1822-23 there were 1,191,871 tons carried
over the rajlways, bringing in a revenue of
£545103, which works out at a rate of 9=
2d, per ton, showing an increase of 3s. 2d.
ver ten, or equal to 52.5 per cent.

The TREASURER : Sureiy the hon. gentleman
knows that is a fallacious argument. The
Commissioner for Railways hus pointed out
time and again that you have to take into
account the class of produce carried. Some
classes carry a higher {freight rate than
others, and there 1is certainly a greater
volume of a certain class of produce carried.

Mr. KING: I am quite prepared to admit
that I think the rates in Queensland are
lower than the rates in the other States.
lwut there has been that increase of 52.8 per
cent.

The Trzasurer: No. The hon. gentleman
is wrong. The only increase that has taken
place in recent years on agricultural produce
is the & per cent. this year.

Mr. KING: During the period 18071914 a

previous Administration acquired 282,639
acres of land for closer scttiement. That
arca includes—
Acres.
Jimbour 121,001
Cooroy 5,507
Maryvale 29,156
Widgee 46,827
Inkerman 80,088
282,639

Mr. King.]
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The TreAsuReR: Is the hon. gentleman
accusing this Government of making those
purchases ?

Mr. KING: No. A previous Administra-
tion made those purchases. The present
Government are not as active in acquiring
land for closer sebtlement as previous Govern-
ments.

The TrEASURER : Nearly every one of those
purchases was a rotten proposition to the
State.

Hon. J. G. ArpEL: Widgee?

The TREASURER: We have had to give
three ot four measures of relief to Jimbour.

Mr. MorsAN: The Government arc doing
{hat in connection with Mount Hutton and
Cecil Plains.

Mr. KING: What land have the present
(fovernment acquired ?

The TriuasvreER: It is not our policy to buy
land at a high price from private hoiders
when we hiave Crown lands.

M. KING: Hundreds of pcople arc sing-
ing out for land and cannot get it.

The TREASURER: The Government
opencd up 2,000,000 acves recently.
those people along to us.

Mr KING: In 1914-15 Quecensland pro-
duced 155,478,740 lb. of wool, and in 1921-22
she produced 132,579,733 1b., or a decrease
for that period of 22,899,007 Ib. It is a well-
known fact ihat, when this Government
canie into power, they said they would make
the pastoralists squeal.

The TREASURER: No. That statement was
attributed to my predecessor, who denied it
point blank, and hon. membuers opposite are
not generous enough to accept that denial.

At 12.15 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAX resumed the chair.

Mr. WING: I did not know thar 1t had
been denied. If the hon. gentleman says
that it was dented, then I accept his aeeur-
ance. During eight ycars prior to fthe
advent of this Government the quantity of
wool produced had increased by 30 per cent.
And, if the same rate had been maintained
until 1923, the veturn from weol would be
nearly £4,000,000 per annum greater. I do
not want to go into the question of the
trouble with the pastoral lossees. I know that
the Treasaver had to retire from a certain
rosition.

have

Send

The Terasurer: I am surprised at the
hon. gentleman’s arguments this morning.
! L
They are not the hon. gentleman’s own

arguments.

. Mr. KING: They are, and I am sincere
in my argument.

The TrussTrER: The hon. gentleman doos
not sound sincere.

Mr. KING : The Treasurer had to retire
g"uagn a certain position, and he certainly
naa to make concessions to the pastoralists.

The TREASURER: It scems that the hon.
gentleman is handling his hrief so badly
bocanse he does not believe in it k

Mr. KING: Notwithstanding that under
the 1920 Act the grazing farmers were
renalisea to the same extent as the pastoral
lessces the Government have refused to grant
the same concessions to graziag farmers as
are being granted to the pastoralists. Why?

[Mr. King.
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Y¢ not the grazing farmer worthy of the
same justice as the pastoral lessee? Ile hax

‘0 pay a higher rate. I am not one of
those who say that the grazing farmer

should not pay a higher rate. I believe he
should pay a higher rate. There is 1o
equalisation of rent between the pastoral
lessce and the grazing farmer; but, if any
concession at all is made to the pastoralists,
then the same concession should be made to
the grazing farmers.

The TrEASURER : The hon. gentleman’s ownt
Government in 18905 did not make those
concessions.  They gave protection to the
pastoral lessees and not to the grazing
farmers.

Hon. J. G. Apper: That Government was
kept in oflice by Labour support.

The TrrasvReR: The hon. gentleman is
only trying to stall off the question.

Mr. KING: Any concessions that were
granted Dby wprevious Administrations were
granted fuirly evenly. When a drought was
on there was a postponement of the payment
of rent.

The TresasureR: There was the 50 per coent.
limitation, 1

mita ~which was a most distasteful
daiscrimination,
Mr. KING: I wish now to refer to the

position of the State enterprises. The Trea-
surer stated that he Is satisfied with the
position of the State enterprises. If the hon.
gentleman s satisfied with their position,
then he is very easily safisfied.

The Treasvrer: What I said was that the
improvement in their financial position 1
satizfactory.

Mr. KING: They will have to improve
considerably more than they have done to
sotisfactory in any shape or form. A
vy small improvement evidently satisfies
the Tressurer. They are all fantastic sch  ~es
te socialize industry and add to our ind
nes= without giving to the public any cor-
responding  benefits.  An analysis of the
enterprizes on which the Government are
engaged shows that only three of them are
betng worked at a profit, while the total
losses  ~xperienced last year amounted fo
£626,724.  The operations of the State
stations heads the losses with £572,818. while
the State cannery exhibits a loss of £53.964.
and the State fish supply a loss of £35,706.
The total indebtedness of the State enter-
prises to the Treasury on 30th June, 1923
amountes to £2,214,751 5s. 1d. The State
butcher shops on that date showed a total
indebtedness  from  their inception  of
£142.463 125, 3d. I would just like for a
moment, to refer to what is ¢alled the profit
on that enterprise for lasi vear. There is
ne profit at all. I refer to the report of the
Auditor-General for the year ended 30th
June, 1923, where it says that the State
butcher shops showed a profit of £1,708 The
details of the profits and losses since this
cnterprise was commenced are as follows:-—

_ ’ Profit ‘ T.oss

e e

30th June, 1919 oD oog0en 1L

30th June, 1920 L .. |

30th June, 1921 o I

30th June, 1922 S

30th June, 1923 .. ; e ]

30th June, 1924 - 36,715 |
i t
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The rerort states that the net profits, less
the transfer to the State fish supply of
£20.000 and of £5000 to revenue, were
£1,703.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (Albert): While the
Speech delivered by His Excellency the
Governor can be termed verbose, lengthy,
and consisted, as it mainly did, of records of
the supposed legislative and administrative
actions—the self-glorification of supposed
deeds—of his administration, and as window
dressing to gull the electors, the Treasurer’s
Statement, on the contrary, can be classed as
being curt, vapid, lacking in information, and
showing an absolute want of initiation of
bold and progressive proposals to deal with
ihe present serious financial position. One
would have supposed that some boldly con-
ceived policy and actions to deal with the
present serious position would have emanated
from the hon. gentleman. The deflation of
a further number of unfortunate workers,
whom I have heard at different times
referred to by hon. members opposite as the
¢ underdogs "—and who by the action of the
Government will continue to be ¢ under-
dogs ’—the refusal of the Government to
arant an increase in the basic wage and the
contimuation of the 5 per cent. reduction in
the salaries of public employces are miser-
able palliatives $o deal with the present
position, and are absolutely unworthy of the
hon. gentleman. Such a policy is one that
would have been criticised and condemned,
and rightly so, by the hon. gentleman if he
had been sitéing 1n opposition.

Mr. WarreN: With righteous indignation.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I recognise the posi-
tion of the Treasurer, and how travel and
association with men who have to deal with
world-wide politics must have brought to his
mind an outlook such that on his return to
Queensland he saw that his position, so far
as his leadership of the Government is con-
cerned, was absolutely hopeless and helpless.
Fvery leader of the ILabour movement
hitherto whose vision has been broadened by
such cxperience, or by the responsibilities of
office. has admitted as a result of that
expericnee he stands not for a section of the
community but for the people as a whole.
The Treasurer made that admission in the
speech which he delivered in this Chamber
a fow days ago. I unhesitatingly say that
the fate of all those political leaders who
have had the boldness to take this broadened
outlook will be the fate ¢f the hon. gentle-
‘man if he puts into effect the policy gained
from such broadening and experience which
he gave in his recent speech through this
(‘hamber to the clectors. Since the inception
of the Lahour movement, that secret con-
clave which controls the whole destinies of
the party does not view with favour any
leader who cndeavours to stand alone. It
will not nermit anr individual outside of its
own ranks to control or express an opinion,
or endeavour to carry out opinions on

politics which are for the benefit of
the whole of the community, if those
opinions do mnot agree with the par-

ticular tenets of that executive for the time
being. A late and fallen leader of the
Labour party, in deploring this fact, once
«aid to me that this executive will not permit
a man to develop his individuality. but pur-
sues the oid policy of cutting off the heads of
the tall poppies. Such Labour leaders as we
all know whe have endeavoured to give
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expression to their honest opinions have been
relegated to an obscure political fate. I
have seen the flood of the Labour movement,
and I am now sceing its ebb. I have seen
the growth and the decay of its genuine
aspirations. The ideals and aspirations of
its first leaders were lofty ones and worthy
of commendation, but to-day, owing to that
decay, thes have become in their ebb politi-
cally selfish, sordid, and corrupt.

[12.30 p.m.]

It might be well if I were to quote an
article which appeared in the Brisbane
“Sunday Sun” of 3rd August, 1924—

“It 1s said that a great man despises
the popular will-—unless it coincides with
his own. Mr. Theodore is an illustra-
tion. He wanted to abolish the Legis-
lative Council because it was a check on
his will, and as the Council refused to be
wiped out he decided that the question
should be referred to the people. A
referendum was held and the people told
him by a substantial majority that they
did not approve of the extinction of the
second Chamber. It was an emphatic
mandate, but, being ¢ one of the few big
ficures in Australian public life,” Mr.
Theodore deliberately ignored the ver-
dict and applied the guillotine. The
Queensland  Legislative Council was a
nominated body, so he swamped it with
Ministerial microbes, pledged to commit
constitutional suicide, put through a Bill
for the abolition of the Council, and so
violated the intrinsic principle of demo-
cratic rule, and the sanctity of the people’s
expressed will. If it is big to do that
sort of thing then Xr. Theodore is big
—indeed, he is a political mastodon.
But only those who believe in autocracy
or dictators could endorse such a flagrant
defiance of the will of the people. He
not only represented a minority of the
voters 1n the State, but he treated his
own referendum with contempt. It was
indeed strong—in the colloquial or slang
senre,”’

In future, when people look back upon the
public life and the Government of this day,
the present Administration will be termed
“The taxing and spendthrift Covern-
ment.” They will be noted for their squan-
dering and incompetence; as wreckers of the
Constitution and of constitutional liberty.
They have done all that they could have

done to wreck constitutional government and

the freedom of political life in the State of
Qucensland.

I have just quoted from an article dealing
with their capacity as Constitution wreckers.
There we found that, instead of adhering to
what the people advocated by referendum,
they maintained the Constitution only while
it suited them; then it was wrecked.

Then, dealing with freedom of speech, our
own freedom of specch in this Chamber has
been limited. Over and over again has it
not happened that, when our criticism was
of such a nature as not to please hon.
gentlemen on the front bench opposite, when
they did not desire that the electors of the
State should be made acquainted with such
facts, sush criticism has been cut short by
means of the guillotine? The guillotine was
condemned by those hon. gentlemen when
they were in opposition. The party which
posed as the defenders of free speech so

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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soon as the opportunity occurred out-hercded
ITerod as far as the limitation of free speech
was concerned,

Then take the interference with the people
as a whole. One law which has been
referred to by the deputy leader of the
Opposition—enacted  the  institution  of
the Council of Agriculture, by which the
primary producers of this State are practi-
cally enslaved. DBecause they happen to
belong to that section of the community who
are, as the Treasurer himself stated the other
day, paying the wages of the workers of our
State, vet to-day they ave in a worse condition
of serfdom than was ever attributed to the
serfdom of Russia under the rule of the
Czars. They are no longer frec agents.
What is more, that particular scction of the
community which has had to bear the heat
and burde:n of the day so far as the setile-
ment and development of our country lands
it concerned, Is to-day subjected to an extra
method of taxation. That taxation may well
be termed, as hon. members opposite arc
-0 fond of terming it, ¢ a primary producers’
poll tax.” The primary producers have to
pay a land tax upon the land upon which
they grow their produce, It is a small hold-
ing indeed which does nob exceed by
many  hundreds of pounds the exemp-
tion limit. Again, they pay an income
tax upon the net plr\ceeds received from the
sale of the proceeds of the land upon which
the land tax is levied. Then, because they
happen to be primary producers and,
apparently, according to the views of hon.
members of the present Government, unable
to retaliate, a third imposition is placed upon
them whick no other section of the com-
munity is called upon to bear. That is a
levy upon gross proceeds of their sales.
That results because they are considered a
negligible quantity by the present Govern-
ment.

We must realise, further, that the primary
producer is not pmmltted to market his own
produce and that he has to send that pro-
duce, previously sent to agents who acted for
many vears for him, to certain middlemen
selected by the present Administra-
tion because they control the Council of
Agriculture, which deals with the matter.
That creation of monopolistic middlemen is
in accordance with the whole policy of this
Government. In many cases the primary
producer has been compelled to take a lesser
amount for his produce than was previously
the case.

I think you will admit with me, Mr,
Pollock, that I have made out a very good
case, so far as my charge against the present
Administration is concerned, of their being
Constitution wreckers. I think I have amply
demonstrated that they have interfered with
the liberties of the representatives of the
people in this Chamber, and that they have
also interfered with another section of the
community, not only with their liberty, but
that they have placed upon their shoulders
an additional burden which is not borne by
any other section of the community. I ask
whether any other section of the workers of
the State would consent, without a revolu-
tion, to a special imposition or impost being
placed upon them covering the industry with
which they are connected? They “ould not.
1t is only the primary producer—who is con-
sidered by the present Administration to be
a mnegligible quantity—who has had %hat
burden placed upon his shoulders. Incident-
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ally, he hos an additionz] tax placed upon
him in the hespital tax. By thdt po‘l(v of
confralis monvwhuh apparently is the policy
of the present Government—he is no longer
permitted, nor will he ke pf‘um't. 4 oxeept
under exceptional circumstances, te have a
hospital in his own locality, dl"d thercfore,
that contribution may be con: lered to be a
special additional tax levied upon him.

When reference was made to the increase in
ratlway freights by the deputy leader of the
Opposition, 1he Treasurer challenged—I will
not say the acs uracy of the quotation, but
the accuracy of their dpphuatlon If we take
the newht charged in 1914-15 and compare
it with the freight charged in the years
1920-23, we find that the increase per ton
upon the carriage of agricultural produce
amounts to 3s. 2d.  What the additional
increase will be under the present increase
of freights it is impossible for me to say;
but that increasc vepresents an increase of
52.8 per cent., yef organisers and canvassers
in the interests of the Labour party go into
agricultural districts and asth that no addi-
tional imposition by way of an increase in
freights had been placed on the primary
pzoduceh That increase more particularly
affects the small primary producer, because
we know the freight on perishable products
is higher than the {reight, say, on sugax-
cane. That increase in frelght presses more
harshly upon the small primary producer
than upon the bigger man, who 1s generally
the one who is engaged in the sugav industry.

Mr. Mosguan. it affects all his grocerics
that he uses every day, too.

Hox, J. G. APPET.: We know there is a
large number of people who travel at week-
ends to our different seaside resorts who
are also affected, but I take it that they do
not deserve so much consideration in the
matter of increased fares and freights as the
primary producers, because it is a matter
of pleasure with them. I am referring
to the man in the country who vises at
daxbreak and does not crase work until
after sundown, and who is  affected
by the seasons, ‘who has no regular reward
for his labour, and who, on many occasion:
owing to the weather conditions, is deprived
of a reward for that labour. e 1s the man
who is principally affected by the additional
freights levied. Hon. members who sup-
port the present Administration say that this
mcrease in freights will not affect the man
on the land, but I leave it to the primary
producer to say whether that is so or not.
What can we expect, after all is said and
dene, when we heard the remark that fell
flom the leader of the present Government
in connection with the internal discord in
his own party? 1 will not repeat the refer-
ence that was made to a section of the
supporters of the Labour party, but I know
that many years ago a gentleman who repre-
sented the electorate that I now have the
honour to represent by a slip referred to the
nomadie workers of the western districts as
“ dingoes,” and that stuck to him as long
as he lived. The Premier referred in the
same terms to certain members of his party
who did not agree with him, and I am-
wondering whether it will stiek to the hon.
gentleman. We all know that he is a
dictator, an autocrat, and the members of
his party have to bow down to him. He has
got his heel upon their necks, and they can-
not rebel. He may call them ““ dingoes 7’
or anything else, and they dare not “tebel.
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If the same reference was made by a member
sitting on this side of the House, it would
stick to him as long as he lived, and be
rubbed in on every po"mblu occasion in this
Ifouse, but hon. members who support the
present Administration take it lying down.
In one sense, I admire the Premier. I
remember the ¢ Daily Standard” referring
to his despotism. A resolution was passcd
by the Workers Political Organisation of
South Brisbane in which it was said that
it would be u mistake that he should act
as leader, because, instead of being a leader,
he would be a despot. He has proved that
he is a man of strength. He is a despot,
and his party admit that he is, and they
have to lie down to it.

The TrEASURER: You did not exhibit very
much strength yourself on the eve of the
1915 election when you resigned and left
your leader in the lurch.

J. G. APPEL: We have to_smile at
the consistency of this so-called demwocrat,
who, when they are not on their guard, treats
the under section of the community with the
greatest contempt, while at the same time
pretending to make them the repositories of
all power. I think it will be admitted that
that is exactly the position as it stands. The
party sitting behind him certainly may have
thought that some better palliative than the
one I have dlready mentioned could have been
discovered. “ A" few more workers to be
deflated ’—that is the expression used by the
hon. gentleman himself! But they have to
do as they are told. He has refused to
irerease the basic w age by a few shillings per
week, although it is “admitted that the cost
of living has increased. It was a refusal
on the part of the Govermncent to do away
with the 5 per cent. reduction in the case
of workers receiving a small rate of pay,
and it is worthy of the hon. gentleman and
those who sit behind him and support his
policy. 1 would rather see some action taken
which would also apply to the better-paid
members of the public service, if that method
is the only palliative, so that the Lumbler
members—if I may usc that term—of the
State service, who arc receiving but a verr
small rate of pay, may have the 5 per cent.
reduction restored. They receive only a
small rate of pay, and are refused an
advance of a few shillings per weck to mect
the increased cost of hvmg and they are
also subject to a reduction of 5 per cent.
The position is unworthy of the Treasurer,
who has been referred to as a superman—a
super-financial authority. 1 would gladly
have scen the hon. gentleman suggest some
better method by which the financial position
could have been dealt with, so that the
““under dog ”’ in the community—I am wsing
the phrase of hon. members opposite—could
have had a few shillings more with which
to provide for the necessities of their wives
and little children.

Hon.

One hon. member on the back Government
bench referred in a diatribe to the present
loan indebtedness as ““ a bad old legaey.”” If
he referred to the loans which existed when
the present Administration eame into power
as a bad old legacy, T wonder how the pre-
sent loan indebtedness which has been
incurred by the present Administration will
be referred to in future. Wa hear accusa-
tions from hon. members opposite that pasi
Administrations, whether Tory or lemal,
were all concerned in connection with these
loans; that they were responsible whether the
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loans were incurred by a squatter or a
Liberal A(llﬂ]l]lstl"atlnn They accuse us
to-day of being responsible for th\ fact that
50 manvy of those loans fell due in the one
vear. Yo the Treasurcr-—who has an abso-
lute knowledge of the business—tells us that
he has acted on the advice of the finuncial
advisers of the Government in London. Do
hon. members opposite mean te tell us that
in those by-gone days, when Quecensland was
# very poor asset so far as the London mones
nmarket was concerned, the members of those
Administrations wko conducted the negotia-
tions had not to accept the advice of their
financial adviscrs? The thing is abiolutely
ridiculous; but by the reiteration of a
fib it is often aeccepted as being a fact;
and 1t is now brought as an accusation
against members on this side that they are
responsible for those lcans falling due in
one vear. Thoy fail to point out that for
ali those vears we have had those loans at
ar exceptionally low rate of interest. They
have only been bearing 43 per cent. or 3%
per cent. interest. It mmp}y shows that any
stick will do if you are going to beat a
dog. Apparently we are regarded as the
dogs that any stick may be used to beat.
It is for us in ihis Chamber and through
the columns of ‘“ Hansard” to make the
public of Quecensland aware of the actual
facts of the case. Can any scusible man tell
me—surely there are some men of sense on
the Government benches, and the Treasurer
himself above the others—that Queensland
would be in the condition she is in to-day if
it had not been for the expenditure of the
Joan money borrowed in the past when
Queensland was unknown and undeveloped?
Would we have been in the position we have
attained withont the borrowing of that
money, by which a policy of progressive pub-
liec works was carried out for the advantage
of settlement and development of Queensland ¥
We have a population smaller than the popu-
lation of Sydneyr, yet we are receiving to-day
from the people of Queensiand a revenue of
£14.000,000. 1t is all owing to the fact that
this network of railways has been carried
out by means of this “ bad old legacy ”” that
we are in the advantageous position in regard
to settlement and development that we are
irn to-day, and which has enabled us to pax
the enormous imposition of direct and indirect
taxation which has been imposed on the
primary producers and those engaged in the
industries of the State. As the deputy leader
of the Opposition pointed out, there had been
cxpended on railway out of such loans
up to 30th June, 1815, a sum of £30,379,449,
which was the greater propaertion of the
whole of the loan indebtedness at that time.
We had also spent about £2,750,000 wupon
immigration, to bring men here who with
their families have assisted in the settlement,
and development of the State. Upon our
harbours and rivers we spent £2,443,823,
which has made it possible in the case of the
Brisbane, the Fitzroy, and the Mary Rivers,
and at Townsville and other ports to
deal with the shipping and the export
of the produce brought to the ports by
the railways which were constructed
by what has been termed this * bad old
legacy.” I am quite prepared to be
associated with such a ‘“ bad old Iegacy,”
but I confess that I should be very sorry
indeed to be associated with the legacy of
loan indebtedness which the present Adminis-
tration have incurred, and which they will
leave behind them, amounting approximately
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to £33,000,000. As the deputy leader of the
Opposition has alr v pointed out, during
the last nine years the interest on the pubhc
debt has involved a charge on the revenue
of £15,757,835.

Of our total loan indcbtedness there has
beenr: spent on the railways £53,017,922. aud
the intercst charge on the Consolidated

Revenue in respect of that expenditure was
jast vear £1,622449. Doces any member of
this Hou=c or any momber of the community
venture ro say thai the amount of money
expended upon the railways has not been
for the beunefit of the development and scttle-
1%}11* of this State? If so. he
does it cither \\dfulls with the
object of decelving or because he
is absolutely ignorant. We have to realise,
+mthmmou\, that the works were carvied out
according to the existing conditions of the
day. and at a very reasonable cosi per mile
aven In later years. Take the extonsion of
the railway from Nerang to (oolangatta.
which involved heavy bridge work and cut-
tings and one tunnel. The “work was carried
dav labour for approximately £7 000
Yet, in the face of that realisation.
we have the continual reiteration of
hon. members on the other side against
mrembers of the Opposition that this expen-
diture was a bad one and that the loan
indebtednss uf the State, when thev came
into office, did not confer a benefit on the
people of the State. nor was it necessary for
its development.  To what conclusion ean
we come? Kither that the charges are wil-
fully made with the object of misrepresenting
the actual fact= or that they are made
through ignorance.

[2 pan.]

the difficulties of our states-
men in merting the expenditure of the early
d:zys. Consider the wealk financial position

f Queensland as it then was. Let us remem-
ber how small the population was and the
fact that we had no exports. with the excep-
tion of our wool cxports—and, as the Trea-

Let us realise

surer ; it is the exports of a country
which make its prosperity  and establish
financial stabilitv.  We hed no export of
butter and meat.  We had practically no

manufactures, although some penple manu-

factured o little sugar in the district to
which I have alveady referred. C(an we

of the

witat they

wsalise the
those da:

Governments of
had to contend

position
and

1 well remember s a little lad in the
year 1866 when, owing to the failure of
Gurney’s bank, the financial bottom fell out
of this and every other State, and the finan-
cial position in Great Britain was affected,
and the Queensland Gevernment had abso-
lutely no funds because the Bank of Queens-
land—which was the only local bank—had
to suspend pasment owing to the failure of

the bank that I have mentioned. I well
recollect the men employed on railway
construction  from Ipswich to the Downs

marching to Brisbane in files of two like a
compans of scldiers to interview the Govern-
ment in order to obtain food. The Govern-
ment had no money, and they were faced
with a position far more serious than the
Treasurer is faced with to-day. They had
no credit, no funds, and no industries of any
account in the State. There was absolutely
no settlement outside of a few small areas
which wers held by farmers and pastoral
lessees as tenants of the Crown who were

[Hon. J. G. Appel.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Wuays und Means.

growing wool, which was our only export-
able product. I hate to hear those past
administrstors condemned—I do mnot care
what their politics were. They had to mesnt
the situation, and it was a serious situation.
What did they do? They threw land open
for sclection before the survey was made,
and people went out and sclected the land.
In the clectorate which I have the honour
to replmcnt scrub land was thrown open,
and peopie set to work and sclected that
land; and I am proud to say that the
descendants of those families are still on
those same selections and are a credit to the
State for the way in which they assisted in
the settlenient and development of the State,
and for having in recent years borme a con-
siderable sharc of the taxation that has been
imposed on the taxpayers of the State by the
present Administration.

The next item of loan expenditure is
immigration. I am only sorry that that item.
amounting to £2,763,071, 1is not a more
considerable item. Those who are decrying
the loans that were obtained by previous
Administrations with the object of assisting
immigrants should realise that the familics
who were introduced under that systein of
immigration have been a credit to the State.
and their descendants continue to be a credit
to the State, because the great majority of
ithem assist most materially in the settle-
ment and development of this country. The
evidence 1z here in conneetlon with the
lonn  expenditure on harbours and rivers.
Then out of those early loans there was a
network of electric telegraphs provided over
the whole of the State of Queensland when
the Commonwealith took them over. Out of
that money loans were made svailable to
local bodies for water supply and sewcrage.
Money was also expended on the erection of
public buildings which arc a credit to this
Srate and a credit to the Administrations
which erected them in the different portions
of Queensland, following that policy of
decentralisation which has undoubtedly led
ie the settlement and development of Queens-
land. An amount of £1,803,770 was expended
on public roads in country districts of the
State before the inception of loral govern-
ing bodics, With the exception of the latter
portion, all the amounts I have mentioned
were expended before I became a member of
this House, but T am prepared to accept and
carry any responsibilities, because I am proud
of the work that was carried out by the men
who admiuistered the affairs of the State of

Queensland under extreme difficulties. when
Gueensland had no exports at all. Before
we had any exports of such produce, what

was the price of a prime bullock in the State
of Quecnsland? The price in the south-
castern division did not average £2 per head.
What was the value of buiter before we
cstablished an export trade? I remember

when I was on my grandfather’s selection
butter was going to markef and returns
being  received showing thar it did not

average 1&d. per lb. There was no export
trade  for butter, and it therefore did
not have any value. The position was the
same with any other article thar was pro-
duced. The men of those days had to face
and deal with these problems and difficul-
ties. Droughts which dislocated business had
also to be contended with.

The dislocation of business in 1893 has been
referred to. We all know what caused that,
but to say that the Liberal Administration
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which controlled the destinies of the State
at that time had anything to do with it
simply shows that the charge is made with
the desire and object of injuring the party
which is opposed to the present Administra-
tion. I confess that that is not plaving the
game.

The TREASURER :
(Laughter.)

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman
himself has confessed the responsibility
which he felt on his recent mission to
London. and I should not have liked to go
to London to solve the financial problem
which he had to solve. But that problem
was a mere nothing as compared with the
one which had to be solved by the men who
represented, as we called them in my young
days, the squatter and Liberal parties,
They were the men who had to face diffi-
culties and solve the problems, and it is not
to the advantage of any party or their
adhcrents who have only been here a few
vears and have had the advantage of the
fabours of those men to deery them.

Tt is with regret that I have to refer
to the circular which was issued on finance
by the present Administration when in
opposition. When they were in opposition
they were opposed to flotation of loans,
increased taxation, high penalties being im-
posed on offenders, and the curtailment of
public speech in this House; but no sooner
had they become possessed of the Treasury
benches and began to administer the affairs
of the State than we witnessed an absolute
reversal of their previous professions. The
Government have carried out evervthing they
criticised when in opposition. Inter alia, it
was said in the statement issued by the
Government—

“ Just ponder on the awful stupidity
of the policy that permits of our receiv-
ing about £11,000,000. paying back 1n
interest £16,5600,000, and still owing just
about £12,000,000! That is the sort of
Liberal finance that caused the great
bank smash of 1893.”

The Govornment gulled the majority of the
clectors that they were genuine 1n those pro-
fessions. Let us follow that statement out
for a moment.

The hon. gentleman goes to the United
States for @ loan of £2.400,000. Bear in
mind that the hon. gentleman was respon-
sible for those statements which I have just
read ! This lcan of £2.400,000 is over a
period of twenty years, and the interest
comes to £168,000 per annum. In fourteen
and a-haif years the interest paid will he
greater than the amount of the loan. At the
end of the twenty vears the interest will
amount  to  £3,400,000. Underwriting,
brokerage, «nd advertising cost 4 per cent.,
or 100 per cent. higher than in London.

The TREASURER: Not 100 per cent. higher
than in London.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Flotation expenscs
on the loan amounted to £100,000. Queens-
land will pay for £2,400,000 the sum of
£5,900,600.

The TREASURER:
entirely wrong.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That is correct. If
T am incorrect, the hon. gentleman may give
the correct figures when he replies. I am
not going to be interrupted by the Trea-
surer. Reduced to home finance—because this

1924—2 b

It i3 a serious confession.

The hon. gentleman is
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particular appeal to the electors referred to
home finance—they borrow £2,400.000, and
will have to repay £5,900,000.

The TrEastrer: That is nonsensc.

Hown. J. G. APPEL: When we realise that
the Treasurer, according to this pamphlet,
knew all about it, and believed in a certain
line of policy, is it not an extraordinary
thing that he should have acted in that way?

The Treasvrer: Is that pamphiet correct?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: This is one of those
things with which I do not associate myself.
In this particular pamphlet the Treasurer
sald—

“ ¥For instance, in onc particular loan
contiected with a certain Australian State
not 1,000 miles from Quecensland, an item
appears for cab fare of £207. Is that
instructive? ”

Unquestionably the Lahour party gained a

cousiderable amount of support by these
pamphlets. The Treasurer knows that an
item like that 1is a very necessary one.

According to  Smith’s Weekly,” which has
done a great deal to make the hon. gentle-
man known throughout Queensland and clse-
where—the Treasurer discards the use of cuars
to prove that ho is a Demcerat—the hon.
gentleman walks to and from his residence to
his office. 1 wish my residence were a liltle
closer: T think I would do the same thing:
but, in my case, for exercise—

The TreasURER: You certainly have as
much time as I have to do if.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I daresay the hon.
gentleman now often regrets having permitted
himself to indulge in utterances of that kind.
The hon. gentleman interjected about the
Seaforth Tstate. I suppose every adminis-
tration makes mistakes, but is the purchase
of the Seaforth Estate comparable to the
scandal of Mungana, Einasleigh, and Chilla-
goe? When the owenrs of Chillagoe offered
that property to the Government of which
I was a member, I told the then Premier
that if the Government touched it they
descrved the condemnation and criticism of
the Labour party and of everyone else. But
what does the Labour party do? A trans-
action that the Lileral administration would
not touch. - The Liberal Administration
would have nothing to do with that property
because it was absolutely rotten, and the
losses incurred show that that was correct;
but the present Administration, as soon as
they had the opportunity of doing so, pur-
chased it. Take the losses incurred in con-
nection with that concern and other con-
cerns ! We realise that if it had not been
for those losses the basic wage could have
been increased, the reduction of 5 por cent.
which has been taken from the workers of
the State need not have been taken from
them, and In manwy other respects coutent-
ment and happiness might have been given
to the smaller men in the State service
by giving them a decent wage and decent

conditions. The hon. gentieman has the
hardihood to interject, * What about Sea-
forth?” but if all the propositions and

wild-cat schemes on which the taxpayers’
money has been lost by the present Adminis-
tration turn out as well as the Seaforth
Iistate when we get more settlement and
development. I shall be very glad; but we
know that they will not so turn out. We
know that they will mean an absolute loss
to the State of millions of pounds. That is
the party who stood for beiter conditions

Hon. J. G. 4dppel.]
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for workers, and to-day they stand for keep-
ing them under—the ¢ under-dog” still is
kept under. A little quotation from J. 8. Mill
is rather apropos. Mill, in writing on * The
Limits of the Province of Government,”
R ERE
«A democratic constitution, not sup-
ported by democratic institutions in de-
tail, but confined to the central govern-
meng, not only is not political freedom,
but often croates a spirit precisely the
reverse, carrying down to the lowest grade
in qoue*v the desire and ambition of
political domination. In some countries
the desire of the people is for not being
tyrannised over, but in others it 1Js
merely for an equal chance to everybody
of tyrannising. TUnhappily, this last
state of the desire is fully as natural to
mankind as the former, and in many of
the conditions even of civilised humanity,
is far more largely exemplified, In pro-
portion as the people are accustomed to
manage their affairs by their own active
mtelvontlon instead of leaving them to
the Government, their desires will turn
to repelling tyranny rather than to
tyrannising; while in proportion as {111
real initiative and dirvcction resides in
the Government, and individuals habitu-
ally feel” and act as under its perpetual
tutelage, popular institutions develop in
them not the desire of freedom, but
an unmecasured appetite for place and
power; diverting the intelligence and
activity of the country from its principal
business to a wretrhed competition for
the selfish prizes and the petty vanities
of office.””

The CHAIRMAN: Ovrder! The hon.
member has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I have listencd
in this Chamber to quite an number of
Tinancial Statements delivered by  the
Treasurer, but I do not think we have ever
had & morve doleful Statemnent than the one
he delivered a few days ago. It is quite
cvident that the Treasurer himself, while
delivering the Statement, did not feel par-
ticularly happy, because right through the
whole of the Statement there did not appeanr
to be one ray of hope of any kind; in fact,
it was a cenfession of the lamentable weak-
ness and incompetence of the Treasurer and
the Government in  administering the
finances of the State during the last twelve
months.

There are two things which strike one in
connection with the Financial Statement,
snd the first is what a magnificent State
Queensland is.  There is no other country
in the world which possesses such wonderful
resources and recuperative powers as Queens-
land. That is the heritage which the
Treasurer and the Government are called
upon to administer at the present time.
The State of Queensland, I claim, is second
tc none in the Commonwealth of Australia.
On quite a number of occasions when we
have criticised the financial administration
of the Government we have been accused of
running down the State. IHon. members
know that that is not so. No one can stand
up in this Chamber and truthfully decrv
tiie State. We have a knowledge of what
our State is. In endeavouring to dirvect the
attention of members to what happened
years ago, when previous Administrations
had control of Qucensland, the hon. member

[Hon. J. G. Appel.
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for Albert pointed out—and we must all
admit it—that the conditions at ibat time
were absolutely different fromr what they
are to-day. We bad then no industries of
arny kind. Kven the sugar industn which
has grown to such 1arge dimensions in
Queensland in vecent years, was practically
non-existent.

Mr. Dt ax: It would not have
to its present dimensions under
Government’s policy.

Hon. J. G. APPEL:
Government  which
‘1&11’19“

Mr. TAYLOR: When I caine to Queens-
tand about thirty years ago thsre waus hardly
a butter fuctory in the State. They have
practically all come into existerve since
then. At that time the butter produced by
small dairy farmers used to come -inuto the
mwarket in kegs.,  There was rather wore
than people could use, and it was often sold
at very low prices. Then the Governmeut of
that day ltad not only those things to
contend with, but they had also to administer
defence atfairs and the post oflice. I
claim that the early Administrations which
controlled {he destinies of Queensland did
their work well. We owe a debt of grati-
ifude to them, and I think it is vegrettable
that in this Chamber the work of the
rioncars is called into question. Oue can
only put ii down to want of knowledge on
the part of hon. members who do that of
the history of Queensland and of Australia.

Hon. J. G. APPEL:
pioneer.

Mr. TAYLOR: A good deal has Dbeen
said with regard to the financial stringency.
The Treasuver, in making somie el vks at
the recent show, referred to the o of
the banks, and said that thev were mainly
](‘onnslbl(‘ tur the present hn’mum strin-
cency. Docs the hon. gentleman wish us to
believe that. the banks are out to eommit
suicide? Dloe: he think that they are deing
something which will cripple their business
activities and make it more difficult for
them to cavry on than it is at present? In
1803 the Treasurer was only a little chap
about seven or eight years old and ruuning
about in l\m(kerbockcrs, and it would be
a good thing if he would read the history
of that putlcular period in the hisrory of
Queonsland and Austraha e would find
that nearle every bank in Australia, and not
only bank: but other financial insritutions
and warchou=es, with the exception of two
or three, had to reconstruet, and thev were
followed by the insolvency of hundreds of
men who uccupied good positions in society.

[y Srow

vour

It was the Liberal
sent round travelling

It is a crime to be a

That bank crisis did not start
[2.30 p.m.] in Queensland or New South
Wales. It started in Viectoria.

The first bank to close its doors
of the big Victorian banks whose
tions exterded throughout the swhols
tralia.

of Aus-
Those of us who recollect that crisis
—and I recollect it quite well—will remem-

her that perhaps to-day one bank svonld
ciose its doors, and a customer would go
to another bank to open anr account and

put in cheques, and perhaps the dav after-
wards that bank also would close. In several
mstances men were known to open acroults

i two or three banks and get hit up cvery
time, That financial orisis was brought
about largely by the inflation of land values,
particularly in the State of Victoria. and
sfterwards—as hon. members will probably
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know—mei conmected with the Governuaents
of that dd.\ went to gaol in connection with
those affatrs. I rccollect that an ex-Trea-
surer of Vietoria went to gaol in connection
with his financial affairs during that crisis

.ud I take it that what happe ned once may

Lappen again.

The TaEasvRER: Lel us hope that no
wore Treasurers will go to gaol. (Laughter.)

Mr. TAYLOR: I certainly would not like
te see our Treasurer in guol (Laughter.)
But those things happened. At that time
we had a gold currency in Australia—to-day
we have practically only a paper currency—
but, not\'lthqta,ndlng that fact, in 1893 the
<neate~t crisis in the history of Australia
prevailed throughout the country. One does
not want to see another crisis; and if the
banks by exercising care and prudence can
rrevent w repetition of it, all power to them.
If they had ‘exercised fOlOalght at that time
the crisis might not have occurred; and if,
by exercizing carc and prudence—whlch
unfortunately our Government do not exercise
—they arc able to prevent a similar crisis
in this State, they will have done very
excellent work.

The next thing that strikes one in speak-
ing on this question is the absolute incom-
petence of the Government during the past
nine years to control the finances of Queens-
land. It has been blundering finance from
one end to the other—one cannot very well
call it ¢ f'renzied Finance’—the only proper
term for the financial adminis(ration of the
past nine years is simply “blunder.” During
the whole of the period the State’s expendl-
ture has been increasing steadily. If the
revenue of the State had been decreasing,
one could understand the position, but the
Government cannot claim that there has been
a decrease in any way whatever. Indeed,
the rvemarkable thing about it is that as
the revenues of the State have increased so
have the stagnation of industry and unem-
ployment increased. How are we to square
those two things; how can we explain it
away? I do not know, but I say that these
rhm«rs have come about since the present
Government have controlled the affairs of
the State. The present position is solely
and absolutely due to the policy of squander
which has chavacterised the actions of the
Government during the last nine ycars.
To-day the Government find themselves prac-
tically in the position of a mendicant. That
is practically the position of Queensland—
a State which in my opinion has no equal in
Australia. Its Government practically occupy
the position of a mendicant in endeavouring
to get money to develop the State.

We have to be thankful for the fact that
Queensland has potentialities which far and
away exceed her liabilities, so that we can
manage to carry on; but there is no denying
the facts as they exist at the present time.
We claim that the development of the State
has been considerably retarded by the
spendthrift, meddlesome policy adopted by
the (zovornment What I am saying at the
present time is true, and the Treasurer and
the members of his Government and his
supporters know that it is absolutely true.
Enterprises have been entered into, the
result of which has been disastrous to the
community. The worst part in connection
with the State enterprises is that there was
no demand and no necessity for entering
upon them at all. have sald on several
ocecasions in connection with State enterpriscs
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that where it can be shown that an cnter-
prise or a business is being cairied out to the
detriment of the people of the State, or s
not being carried cn at all when it should
be carried on, then thfere is a justification
for the Government coming into the trading
arena and developing that particular induastry
or encouraging it in some way. That is tho
only occasion on which a Uovernment is
justified in trespassing in the way of State
enterprises,

Chillagoe has been mentioned during the
course of this debate. One of the main argu-
ments used by the Secretary for Mincs in
connection with Chillagoe—it is true so far
a3 it goes—was that by the cntry of the Go-
vernment into the mining enterprises at
Chillagoe they had becn enabled to keep a
considerable number of men in employment.
No one gainsays that. The Government have
kept a considerable number of men in employ-
ment; but our point is that the same nuumber
of men could have been kept in employment
in reproductive developmental work. The
money which has buen squandered in
Chillagoe—we shall never sce it again—rould
have been well spent, and the same number
of men could have been employed, in actual
developmental work in North Queensland.
Mining as an activity is a gamble, as we all
know, and has proved a gamble in this
instance, yet we have been committed to this
expenditure by the Government. I am quite
certain that if the Treasurer had his way
he would retrace his steps and sndeavour to
retrieve some of the ground that hns been
lost in that dircction.

At the present time there is considerable
tallk about the cstablishmeni of abattoirs in
Brisbane. Anyene who has any knowledge of
the meat industry, or has seen the abattoirs
in the Southern States, must realise that
Qucensland is a long way behind in that
respect. If there is one State in the Com-
monwealth more than another that should
have an up-to-date abattoir system, I claim
that that State is Queensland, becauss we
have a climate more severe on meat than
13 the case with Victoria or South Australia.
Abattoirs should have been established here
a long time ago.

M. HarTeny:

Why do you not carry them
out? You have the big pastoral companies.

Mr. TAYLOR: When the present Lieu-
tenant-Governor, Mr. Lennon, was Sceretary
for Agriculture, he was fairly keen on the
establishment of abattoirs, and I think I am
correct when I say that a fair amount of
money was spent in clearing certain land for
the establishment of abattoirs at Wolston.
Those abattoirs wers to be used to supply
the metropolitan area of Brisbane, but that
is all that has been done. Tf the Government
had gone on with that scheme at that time.
ingtead of spending a lot of money on what
one can onlv call wild-cat ventures, they
would have had abattoirs at Wolston at a
probable cost of £500,000 or £600.000, and
-vould have had something to show for the
money, and would have been conferring a
benefit on the people of Brisbane and on the
meat industry gencrally. Instead of doing
that, they diverted the money to cnterprises
for which there was no demand, and no
necessity in any shape or form.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

Wait until we get the Kyogle railway. and
vou will sec what will happen then.
Mr. TAYLOR: During the last few weeks

we have been cclebrating the centenarv of

Mr. Taylor.]
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the city of Brisbane. We shall find that by
the end of next year our national debt will
be semeswhere in the vieinitr of £100,000,000,
and about that time the Government will
probably be propesing to celebrate that fact.
When the Government came into power nine
rears ago the natienal debt was £56.000,000.
It is not necessary for any hon. member to
dilate on such figures.

Hon. J. G. Arern: “ Borrow, boom, and
bust.”
The SeCRETaRY FOR PTURLIC INSTRUCTION :

More people pay bigger income taxes to-day
than ever.

Mr.  Maxweln:  They  said  in
' e s : .

Finance is the test of government! ”

Mr. TAYLOR: The Government, when in
opposition, bitterly complained that the
national debi had reached £56,000,000, and
appealed to the clectors to defeat the Go-
vernment who were responsible for that debt.
How have the wnighty fallen!

Hon. M. J. Krrwan: Ves, how have they
fallen! They are over in opposition now.
{Laughter.) The hon. member for Albert,
for instance, the mighty !

Mr. TAYLOR - The Treasurer is one of
the two members of Parliament responsible
for_the publication of the pamphlet referred
to by the hon. member for Albert. In that
pamphlet it stated  Finance is the tost of
government.” The pamphlet pointed out all
the terrible things which were happening to
Queensland. What would the Treasurer now
give never to have written or signed his
name to that pamphlet? e would like very
much if its contents were buried in oblivion,
but hon. members on this side are not going
to permit it to be buried. We are going to
remind the hon. gentleman that he wrote
that parphlet, and the hon. members sitting
beside him of the fact that they subscribed
to it—even the hon. member for Titzroy—
and thas they kave now changed their atti-
tude.

Mvr. HARTLEY : The test of that pamphlet is
the fact that we are still here.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Press informs us that
the Secretars for Mines, in the course of an
interview at Ssdney on his return from
America, said that the establishment and
maintenance of secondary industries was abso-
lutely essential to the salvation of Queens-
land. That is guite all right. We do want
to cstablish senondary industrics. But how
are «ccondary industries to be established
when the Treasurer and those supporting
him are committed to a campaign inaugu-
rated by_the supporters of the Government
for a reduction in working hours, the pay-
ment of & full basic wage to the unem-
ployed. and a canital levy of 15s. in the £1
on all incomes of more than £1.0007 That
is the policy the Treasurer and the hon.
members sitfing beside him are committed
to: vet they fulk about establishing second-
ary industries!

Hon. M. J. KirwsN: What plank of the
platform is that?

The SrCerRETARY FOoR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That is Thompson’s plank.

Mr. TAYLOR: That is
(Laughter.)

Mr. KiNe: It is one issued by the ‘ white
ants *’ which have got into the party oppo-
site,

[Mr. Taylor.
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Mr, TAYLOR : It is the platform to which
the Treasurer and his supporters are coni-
mitted.

The SecrrraRY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Don’t talk nonsense.

Mr. TAYLOR: Let the hon. gentleman
deny it. I am making the charge that the
Treasurer and those supporting him are com-
mitted to that platform.

Mr. Dunsrax: That is not correct.

Mr. TAYLOR : No Government have done
more to hamstring industries by taxation
than the present Government have done.
Thes have preverted the extension of exist-
ing industries and the creation of any new
industry. .
What about the cotton

Mr. HARTLEY :
industry ?

Mr. TAYLOR: That is only a primary
affair yet. We have not got into the

secondary, ‘ thirdly,” or * fourthly ” stages
of that industry. The Government have not
shown anything in their platform to the
effect that they are out to assist the cotton
industry.

Take the wool mdustry! I was not sur-
prised to see the other dayv. in the balance-
sheet of the Ipswich Woollen Mill, that the
enterprise had made a loss. The charges
which have to be incurred and paid in
Queensland are one of the factors causing
that loss.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Nothing of the kind.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was set out in their
balance-sheet that the incrcase in the cost
of production was one of the items causing
the loss.

The SgCRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The reason is that they cannot compete with
your Tory friends in Victoria, and the hon.
member knows it.

Mr. TAYLOR: Why not?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Because they have not the machinery.

Mr. TAYLOR: Why not?
The SicreETsRY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Because 1t is obsolete.

Mr. TAYLOR: Why have they not got
efficient machinery ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Ask them.

Mr. TAYLOR: I claim that we should be
able to compete with Victoria or any other
State in the Commouswealth. We must not
forget that we have in Queensland what
they have not got in South Australia or
West Australia. We have magnificent coal
supplies—a splendid asset for carrying on
secondary industries.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It is the failure of private enterprise.

Mr. TAYLOR : Then, God help the enter-
prise if the Government take it over. I
suppose it will not be a failure then!

Hon. J. G. AppeL: No—a tragedy.

Mr. TAYLOR: During the last twelve
vears I suppose ten or twelve woollen mills
have been established in the other States of
the Commonwealth, but here in Queensland,
where we are producing an abundance of the
finest wool grown, not only in Australia but
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in the whole world, we have two small
woollen mills in Ipswich.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

That is due to your Federal protection.

Mr., TAYLOR: How is it that the other
States can manufacture? Are they not under
cxactly the same tariff conditions as we are?
Is there a different tariff operating so far
as Qucensland is concerned?

The SecrETARY TOR I°UBLIC INSTRTUCTION
interjected.

Mr. TAYLOR: Oh, hold your tongue.

The CHAIRMAN : I ask the hon. member
to address the Chair, and not to invite inter-
jections.

Mr. TAYLOR: Very well, Mr. Pollock.
Next week a wool sale will be held in the
city of Drisbane at which 40,000 bales of
wool will be auctioned. That wool is going
to return to Queensland anything up to
£1,500,000—probably more.

The SEcRETARY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Less bank charges.

Mr. TAYLOR: I hope, Mr. Pollock,
that you will keep the hon. gentleman in
order,

Hon. J. G. Aeper: His interjections are
only silly.

Mr. TAYLOR: Before the end of the
year I understand there will be another wool
sale in Brisbane of similar magnitude. Yet
we are sending that wool overseas and to
the Southern States and bringing it back in
the form of manufactures to clothe the people
of Queensiand.

The SecrETARY For PUBLIc INSTRUCTION
interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the
Secretary for Public Instruction to restrain
himself.

The SEecreTaRY TroR Prsric INSTRUCTION
interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. TAYLOR: There must be a reason

for this, and I claim that the reason is the
excessive taxation which has been imposed
upon the people of Queensland by the pre-
sent Government.

Hon. J. G. Aprpir: Hecar, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR: That taxation does not
show any signs of ceasing. We have in the
Financial Statement the proposal of a 2d.
tax on all cheques. I claim that that is
another tax on industry. Another £25,000 is
going to be collected from the people of
Queensland.

Hon. J. G. AprEL: A little pot boiler.

Mr. TAYLOR: On every marsupial skin
and on every opcssum skin in Qucensland
in the future there is going to be a royalty
charge. That is what is going to happen in
a short time. The Government are endea-
vouring to plumb to its very depths every
possible avenue of taxation. I would sug-
gest to them, now that they are putting a
tax on marsupials of all kinds, that they put
& royalty on fish—charge something for every
fish caught. That may be another source of
revenue.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
We could put a tax on sharks.

Mr. TAYLOR: Then it would be put on
vou pretty lively. (Laughter.) You would
be the first one. These are matters which
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are tending to cripple industry and retavd
development in Quecensland at the present
time. The revenue for the year cuded 20th
June, 1924, exceeded the estimate by
£363,939, whilst the expenditure for the
same period excecded the estimate by
£358,269. The Treasurer’s Financial State-
ment is absolutely silent in regard to the
arrangements made in London. The time
has come when the Treasurer should take
the House into his confidence in regard to
that agrecment.

Mr, HartLey: They ave going to send it
by wireless to Mars. *

Mr. TAYLOR: So long as they do not
send it to the “pa’s” it will be all right.
(Laughter.) All we know in connection with
that agrcement is what has appeared in the
Press, and I presume thar what has appearcd
in the Press is substantially what has taken
place. We were given te understand that the
Treasurer, when in London, offered to do
certain things, with which both parties
agreed. It is not sufficient, in connection
with what was done in TLondon for the
Treasurer to fix up an arrangement of a
temporary nature, which mav be upset by
any Administration which may have charge
of the affairs of Queensland in the future.
Taking it all through, the Treasurer had
a fairly good reception when in London, and
I have not hesitated to say that the work
which he accomplished was to his credit;
but the responsibility rests on the hon.
gentleman at the present time to sec that no
Government which succeeds him in the daye
to come will have power te upset the arrange-
ment that he made. Ile is obliged 1o see
that that agreement is carried out to the
very lefter; and if an Act of Parliament is
required to do it, rhen a Bill should be
introduced. If the Treasurer can do it in
some other other way. well and good: but
whatever is done should be of such a naturc
that it will be permanent in its incidence
and it will be impossible for it to be upset
by any succceding party that may have
charge of the Treasury benches. We have
to retain the confidence of the pecple who
have money to lend. We know porfectly
well that we cannot carry on the affairs of
Queensland  successfully  unless  we  are
assisted by financiers abroad. It is abso-
lutely necessary that we get loan money,
and if anything should bhkappen within a
very short space of time in the way of
upsetting any arrangement which the Trea-
surer made 1n London., then I take it that
our credit will be worse then than it has
been during the last year or two. 1 hope
the Treasurer will realise that what he does
must be of such a character that there will
be no danger of the arrangement being upset.

The Treasurer’s remarks in regard to the
sugar industry are somewhat meagre. The
Board that is handling this business knows
its job and it is doing it. We have had an
uphill fight with the Southern States in
regard o the sugar industry. The people
of the Scuthern States seem to miss this—
that at the point of production of any given
article that article 15 likely to be cheaper
than it 1s anywhere else. Here in Queens-
land, where we are producing sugar, we pay
exactly the same price for our sugar as the
people in the Southern States of the Com-
monwealth, We are prepared, as Quecens-
landers, to accept that position in order that
the industry may be maintained and
stabilised—we are prepared to put a tax

Mr. Taylor.)
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uponh consumers in Queensland in ovder that
the industry may be stabilised. In the
Southern States they appear to have lost
sight of the fact altogether.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER
Federal spirit.

Mr. TAVYLOR:

There is no

In Queenstaud we have
{o import quite a large quantity of focd-
stuffs from the other States, such as flour
snd potatoes. They are produced in Vie-
foria and Tasmania. Now the pceople in
\'icto’ria are getting the itwo lines at a
‘ery much lesser rate than we are paving
in Quecensland, because we have to pay the
transport  charges on them. In Victoria
potatoes have b\/lll ranging from £4 to £4
55 a ton, while in Queensland we have had
to pay, 1 addition to £4 5¢ a ton, the
£2 55’. which it costs to britg them here.
We have not asked the people of Victovia
to supply us with flour and potatoes at the
same price as they are getting them for
Them\dvea yet they have been doing all they
possibly can to block the sugar mdmn'v in
Queensland. Notwithstanding the efforts
that they have made, I sincerely hope that
they will not be successful.

While dealing with the sugur industry
there 1s a 1)0111’5 that I think we have (du‘
fully to watch at the present time. We
Lave a surplus of somewhers, I understand,
about 60,000 or 70,0600 tons of sugar in
Queensland at the present time for wwhich
we have to {ind a market abroad. What we
have to be most careful about with regard
to that surplus sugar is this: When it goos
abroud we want to ke particularly ez reful
to see that it is not sold at a lesser price
than rhe manufacturers and canners of Jams
and fiuit in the Southern States are paving
at the present time. If it should happen
that that surplus sugar is sold at a losser
rate in the markets abroad than the people
ir Victoria are paying for manufacturing

purposes at the present time, we shall bo
giving them a good argument in favour of
pulling down the price of sugar.  They will

2t once say, ‘“ What sort of pvop]o ave they
iu Quconsl(md? They go and sell their
surplus sugar in an ‘outside marker at a
lesser price than they sell to us in Vl(tond,
who are uymg to carry out manufacrures.
That is onc of the things which the Sup
Board will have carefully to watch, and ~of‘
rhal under no eircumstances %Lﬂp]us sugw
is sold at u lesser price than these people are
raying for it for manufacturing purposes.

The Treasurer estimates th t there will
be a total revenue for 1924-25 of £14.147,000,
or an incraase over last year of £718,961. and
an expenditure of £14,137,150, showing an
increase in expenditurve for th(- current veal
of £721,818. Those figures arc eloquent as
1o tl‘o resources of thls great State. I claim
that in 4dmm1ftelmg such large sums of
raoney and in carrying out the activities of
Queensland at the present time the Govern-
ment do not sufficiently realise the fact,
which I have stressed on more than one
oceasion, that they are trustees of public
money. I know that all moneys expended
by o Government cannot he reproductive
and pay interest. Wa know that with regard
to cducation and quite a lot of matters we
do not exreet a direet interest return on
cxpenditure, but in connmection with money
spent on work of a reproductive nature and
uo‘(\lopmgntal character the Goversment
should cxercise the greatest care in carrying
out the expenditnre.

[Mr. Taylor.
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Tast session we discussed the big irrigation
scheme in the Dawson Valley. Since I have
been in Parliament I have not said one
word against water conservation and irriga-
tion, because I think they are among the
thmgs which have been neglected in Queens-
land in past years. We have come to realis:

that over a very large area

[3 p.m.] drought conditions have become

the normal conditions; but there
is no reason why we should suffer such terrific
losses as we have experienced hitherto if we
only cxercise ordinary foresight and care
in water conservation and, where possible,
carry out irrigation schemes. When we were
discussing the Dawson Valley scheme last
sossion, 1 asked the Government to endea-
vour to rocure the serviees of Dr. Elwood
Mead, v ho happened to be in Australia at
that time, with a view to gettlng his advice.

‘This is a scheme running into millions of

pounds, and we have had in this Parliament
a very bitter experience of experts. They
tell the Minister or the head of the depart-
ment that they estimato that a particular job
is going to cost so much, and then in quite
a number of instances we find that the cost
price is double or treble that figure.

My, Duxstan: Just the same as the con-
tractors for the city council.

Mr. TAYLOR: I have nothing to say
about the contractors for the city council.
When we are contemplating the expenditure
of such a vast sum, we should get more
expert advice. The Minister has to bear the
responsibility and the criticism which are
thrown at him if the estimate which has
been supplied to him and which has been
supplied by him to Parliament has been
misleading in any way whatever; and I say
that it would be well if in this matter we
could get further information and advice.
We want to see this scheme a success. We
want to see the Dawson Valley and many
other valleys settled with prosperous farmers.
I think that can only be done in a very
large measure if we can provide the water
facilities necessary to make their activities
successful.

The Treasurer estimates a surplus for the
current year of £9,850, and to his estimate
he adds this remark—

“This result, however, can only be
brought about by cxereising strict
economy and a close control generally
over expenditure.”

And in the next breath he actually proposes
to spend another £700,000 more this year
than last year! 1 admit that of that sum
inereased intercst on the public debt repre-
sents  £459,000, which includes the extra
interest on the conversion loan.

The Treasurer: And £100,000 to the
Prickly-pear Land Commission Fund.

Mr. TAYLOR: I consider that that is a
justifiable cxpenditure. The problem has to
be tackled, and the longer we leave it with-
out the attention 1t deserves, so much more
will be the expense.

I would like to quote a fow figures showing
exactly how revenue and expenditure have
moved during the last few years. On page
2 of the Auditor-General’s report for last year
the revenue for the year ended 30th June,
1923, was stated to be £12,5699,403, and the
expenditure for the same year amounted to
£12,784,382, lcaving a deficit of £184,979.
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The accumulated deficits for which no pro-
vision has been made are—

£
1917-18 409,451
1916-19 171.963
1921-22 188,501
1922-23 184.979
£855,009

There swe have a total deficit of £955.009,
and. after deducting £145,000 paid in 1920-21
towards the reduction of that amount, we
have a total deficit of £810,000. This morn-
ing, when the hon. -member for Enoggera
was speaking, the Treasurer challenged his
statement that £145,000 had been applied in
veduction of the national debt. Ile conira-
dicted that assertion.

The TREASURER: No. What I contradieted
was the statement by the hon. gentleman
that that sum was paid to the trustces of the
Public Debt Reduction Fund.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is practically the same
thing,

The TREASURER: It is
same thing.

Mr. TAYLOR: There 15 not much differ-
ence. The total deficit is still added to the
national debt, and, even if we issued Treasury
bills in order to liquidate the deficits, it 1s
still a debt, and therefore the £145.000 was
really applied in the reduction of those
dehcits that I have just quoted.

Tho TeeasuRER: Surely the hon. gentleman
d}oos not elaim to have made a diwcovery on
that.

Mr. TAVLOR: I do not claim to have
made a discovery. One can discover quite a
lot of things in reading the Auditor-
General’s report

The TRZASURER: The hon. gentleman need
only read the Financial Statement to discover
that.

Mr. TAYLOR: There is an accumulated
deficit of £810,000 for which no provision for
payment has been made.

On 30th June, 1923, there was £430,315

not practically the

excess  of  estimated revenue. and  after
deducting  £33,612, being estimates  not
realised, we have a total of £3296,703. The
amount of expenditure under cstimated
amounted to £112,714, and if we deduct
£107,872, representing the estimates ex-
ceeded. we have a balance of £4.842. And

if we deduct the expenditure under estimated
from the revenue received in excess of the
estimate, we have a surplus revenue for that
vear of £391860. The Treasurer estimated
the deficit for that year at £576.840, but the
actual deficit was £184,980. If we take tho
receipts for several years and the expendi-
ture, it will prove what I said a few moments
ago, that the State has responded wonder-
fully well to the financial calls upon it vear
by year, mntil now the Treasurcr estimates
we  shall reccive £14,000,000 by way of
revenue for the coming year. The total
receipts for Consolidated Revenue for the
vear 1913-14 were £6,973,258.

Mr. Coruixs: There
people here now.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Treasurer estimates
‘that he will receive £14,000,000 during the
current year, or, in other words. he is
‘receiving more than double for 1924-25 what
was received in 1913-14.  The expenditure for
tthe vear 1913-14 amounted to £6.962 515,

130.000 more

are

[26 AvcusT.]
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Jeaving a surplus in that year of £10,742.
The following table shows the roceipts,
cxpenditure, and balances for the period
during which the present Government have

been in office—

i H 7‘
Receipts. | Txpendi- | Deficit. | Sur-

Year.
ture. ; . plus,
e e e e
1914-15 | 7,202,658 | 7,199,300 | .. 3,259
1915-16 | 7,708,363 | T,671,573 | .. 134,702
1916-17 | 7,880,893 | 8,134,386 253,493 © ..
1917-18 8,491,481 | 8,900,933 {409,451 | ..
101839 0,415,543 | 9,587,521 1171,088 | .
C11293,743 | 11,266,900 | . 126,833
12,601,051 | 12,591,201 . 9,550
112)311,378 | 12,409,969 | 187,501 o,
| 12,599,403 l 12,784,382 {184,979

Those figures speak in most cloquent terms
of financtal maladministration.

Opposirion Meusrrs : Hear, hear!

Mr., TAYLOR: What clse can they tell of
when we find a continually increasing
revenue year after year and these enormous
deficiencies? I claim, as other hon. members
have claimed during this discussion, that a
lot of the troubles which the Government are
experiencing at the present time within their
own ranks have been brought about by them-
selves, and bhad they only exercised ordinary
foresight in the expenditure of the public
moneys which they received during those
vears, there would not have been that trouble
within the party. The Government would
also have had no reason to curtail expendi-
ture as they have had to do in connection
with matters which have been discussed
during this debate. The total revenue
recoived in 1914-1915 was £7.203,658, while the
total vevenue for 1822-1928 amounted to
£12,599.403, being an increase since Labour
came into power of the enormous sum of
£5.396,745.  The expenditure for the year
1922-1923 was £12,784,382, an increase over
the expenditure for 1914-1915 of no less a sum
than £5,584,983. The deficits for the years
1916-1917, 1917-1918, 1918-1919, 1921-1922 and
1622-1923 aggregated $£1,208,602. The total
surpluses for the yecars 1915-1816, 1919-1920.
and 1920-1921 amount to £71.454. Deducting
the total surpluses from deficits we have a
total accumulated deficit of £1,137,048, less
the amount of £145,000 previously mentioned,
That gives a total deficicney over the period
of Labour Administration of £992,048. If
vou go back over the whole history of respon-
sible Government in Queensland, 1 think that
will be found to constitute a record for
reckless expenditure.

Mr. Coruins: You went out thirty-five
strong and came back twenty-nine. How do
you account for that?

Mr. TAYLOR : One of the items of expen-

diture which the. Government set out to
veduce was that associated with local
asuthority work. I think that Is most

regrettable That class of expenditure is
well directed and supervised, and the State
is getting an adequate and proper return.
When one looks at the Financial Statement
and finds the small amount of moncy which

it in arrears by the whole of the local
authorities in Queensland, it must he
admitted that the amount due is a small

cne indeed. The work of the local authori-
ties is supervised not only by the local
authorities, but by the Government; there-

fore there is a double check. I take it ro

Mr. Taylor.)
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kon. member in this Chamber like: to sec
a curtailment of expenditure on  local
anthority “work. That money is not lost.
The Government charge interest, and the
payments come in regularly. Very important
works are being carried out with the allotted
money.

I am plecsed to know thst during the
last few months whenever requests were
made for additional railways the Secretary
for Railways told the deputations that he
could not see his way clear to give them
any encouragement during the coming year.
Unless the circumstances absolutely justify
it, I think the time has come when we should
cease the policy of railway building which
we have keen carrying on for some vears.
We have only a small population, and we
have a big mileage of railways fo maintain.
I think that every effort should he wmade to
develop to the fullest extent the country
along the existing railway lines. If the
railways are going to pay at all, they must
carry morc_ goods than they are at present
carrying. When it is considered that the
capital cost of the railways is somewhere in
the vieinity of £50,000,000, I think there
should be very little additional expenditure
cr those railways until they ecarry 50 per
went. to 60 per cent. more traffic than they
do at present. We do not want to sce our
tramns rurning empty, but as full as they
possibly can be. If that policy is carried out
in the futuve, it will be a wise one. It is »ll
very fine to talk sbout the railwazs develop-
ing the State. I am in favour of that as
much as any man in this Chamber; but,
when we have beex running railways thirty
or forty years and they are not paying work-
ing expenses, let alone interest, then some
thing 1s wwvong. We do not _expect raily
to pay when they are first started. but when
they have been in existence twenty, thirty,
and in sorue cases probably fortr vears and
are still showing ‘a loss, then we should
“take a pull” and sce if we cannot possibly
remedy the trouble. To think that we have
had to pay out of the Consolidated Revenue
during the last nine years over £11.090,000
to make up the deficiency on the railways is
rather alarming. ;

Mr. Duxstax: What would you do with
the non-paying railways?

Mr. TAYLOR: Tt is very hard to say
what one would do with them. We know
that in some of the States of the Common-
wealth they shut them down. That is an
unfortunate state of affairs; but they faced
the position and absolutely shut them down
in some districts. If you have a railway
ending, say, 50 miles from Brisbane and
there is an agitation for an extension of that
railway for 20 or 30 miles, and it is extended,
what is the result? You find that the goods
that were carried when the terminal point
was at 50 miles arc carried on to stations
between the 50-mile point and the 80-mile
pomt, and you carry no morc goods on the
railway when you extend it to the 80-mile
point. That is not good business, and it is
not the sort of business that the Government
should stand for. We should give every
possible encouragement to the primary pro-
ducers to settle in all parts of the State, but
we should also endeavour to bring the rail-
ways nearcr to being a paying proposition
than they are at the present time.

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy) : The hon, member
for Windsor in ecriticising the Financial
Statement laid emphasis on the increase in

[8r. Taylor.
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revenue during the period that the Labour
Government have been in power, Un-
doubtedly the people of Queensland have
also noticed the increase in revenue during
that period; but the hon. member took the
increase in revenue as a basis for criticising
the present financial position. It must be
remembered that an increase of revenue
means an inerease of business, and it means
also an increased responsibility. The Govern-
ment have had to face the increased respon-
sibilities that the increased revenue and
oxpansion of business in Quecnsland have
brought about. It must be remcmbered also
that the public estate is not only run for
the present moment, but that whatever Go-
vernment happens to be in power. they have
to prepare that public estate for the genera-
tions that are to come, and in a vyoung
country like Queensland. as yet undeveloped,
as yet practically bare of secondary indus-
tries, the cost of that development is very
heavy indeed. It is on the wisdom of Go-
vernments that the future generations must
depend for their prosperity and happiness.
The hon. member for Albert emphasised what
had been done by past Governments, and [
say definitely and clearly that these past
Governments had to do something and they
muddled through, but always at the expense
of the toiler—always and at all times at the
expense of the working man. They were,
as they have becen accused of being., Tory
Governments. They stood for the old Tory
policy that had been carried out for years
in the old country, and they carried it out
with one hundred per cent. efficiency in
Queensland, and nothing that can be said of
them will clear them of the charge that at
all times they disregarded the bottom dog—

the man who did the real work of the
country.
The hon. member for Windsor also

touched on the question of woollen manu-
factures and other secondary industrics. T
think he mientioned the Ipswich Woollen Mill.
Now there was a time when the Ipswich
Woollen Mill used to send round circulars to
the workers asking them to purchase the
hirts and other things which they produced.
1 can say, as I have worn them myself, that
ihey were a first-class article; but they got
their opportunity during the war when they
manufactured cvery ounce of woollen goods
which they could manufacture. They in-
creased their revenue, but after the war they
failed to devote their capital to the improve-
ment of their mills. The article produced
during the war was of splendid quality,
but they did not produce as good au article
after the war, and they arc not erecting
up-to-date machinery and extending their
operations«, which 1s responsible for the
woollen industry not being so far advanced
as it should be in Quecnsland.

A lot has been said about the conversion
of the losns. During the debate on the
Address in Reply the hon, member for South
Brisbane stated distinctiy—and I agree with
him—that capitalists know no country, and
nothing but hard matter-of-fact business,
cash, and increased interest in connection
with the money loaned out. That being so,
how could the Treasurer or anybodr else be
responsible for anything that was done with
regard to the negotiations with those capi-
talists? The point is that they were out to
increase their interest payments. They had
been given two splendid levers. One lever
was the delegation which went home. Just



Ways and Means.

as hon. members opposite remind the Trea-
surer and the ex-Treasurer of the financial
pamphlet they issued in 1915, and are not
going to let them forget it, so we arc not
going to let hon. members opposite forget
the delegution which went to the old country
and which they supported. That delegation
to a great extent gave to the capitalists of
the old country something on which they
could increase their interest payments—some-
thing on which they could improve their
position as modern Shylocks. There is also
the fact that an ancient Tory Government
had left us approximately £25,000,000 to
convert within two years, which was another
oxcellent lever for the financial intercsts of
Great Britain to ask for a higher payment
of interest.

Mr. Moore: The Government had since
1920 to coenvert £12,000,000

AMr. BRUCE: That is quite correct, but
it does not alter the positton a great deal.
I belicve there has been a concession to the
pastoralists in Xngland, but, if anybody
wishes to imply that the Treasurer person-
allv made a concession, it is Incorrect.
Instead «f charging increased interest pay-
rients, what the money-lenders did was to
geb a larger sum of money from Qucensland
per medium of this arrangement in regard
to rents. There is wo doubt in the world
that thoy are going to get a sum of money

in the shape of pastoral rents; but the
Treasurer’s handling of the case was as good

as any other man could have handled it.
I am satisfied. too. that the Treasurer is one
of the outstanding men in Australia to-day
so far as statesmanship is concerned, but he
has his limits the same as any other man.
It did not matter to these money-lenders
who went to them, because borrowers are
just like any other men of business. A man
goes to his bank and his banker tells him
that he can have moner at a certain rate of
interest and under certain conditions, and
he has 1o accept the terms laid down. Tt
is the same in all ﬁnancml transactions.
What we want to get down to is that finance
has a grip over all things, whether it is the
individual man or whether it is the Govern-
ment; so why this attack has been in many
instances directed against the Treasuver in
the Press and in public T cannot understand,
because many in the Press who attack the
Treasurer know all about the grip of finance
and the ramifications of the present banking
svsterns in the world, and know that the

Treasurer or any other man has to take
what is offered. That is all about that
particular question.

The Treasurer himself had quite a lot to
say on the question of extremists, In my
career as a unionist official and a worker
amongst the men, I have met many who were
classed as extremists. and better men than
some of them it would b impossible to find.

They were men who were to a
[3.30 p.m.] large  extent idealists. They

hoped for a better and broader
life for the people of the State and of the
world to be accomplished. I know of one
particular instance—of Paul ¥Freeman-—a man
who was persecuted by the Federal Govern-
ment of Australia, of all people. That man
was as clean 2 living man as ever stood in
shoe leather. Fe was the acme of courtesy
towards women and children. His life was
beyond reproach. If he met a worker, he
advoeated in the quietest and mildest of
terms that he should join the organisation

{26 Avcust.]
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in the indusiry in which he earned his living.
I have never known that man to bo abusive
or anything but kindly towards wmen in
general. But he made a speech on one occa-
sion at the Duchess. The subjert was the
flags of all nations, and after dealing with
the flags of different nations and polntmg
out, for instance, why the stripes and bars
were on those flags—celebrating wars in which
millions of people were destroyed, as they
were destroyed in this Jast war which dis-
graced civilisation—he finished up by making
reference to the red flag, which is the emblem
of the worker, and which is the emblem of
the blood those people have spilt in the fight
for democracy in the past. In making tha‘r
speech ho was listened to by an expert in
the mining industry, well known in the
Cloncurry dlstl‘l(‘t who made the remark that
he would report him. This man was arrcsted.
1 met him whilst under arrest, and when 1
asked him wrhether he wanted any Ll,ing, he
said that all he wanted wv-as that the people
who caused his arrest should bring some
charge against him under the laws of the
country. The Federal Government were not
able to do it. He was taken from here to
America and from America back here. Never
at any time was he charged with anything.
Finally, knowing that there swas nothing
against him, they dumped him on the first
Furopean wharf at which the boat called.
He was charged wiut nothing; his guilt was
simply that he was a class advocaie. I have
scen the most splendid men amongst his class
—men who wished to gain nothing for them-
selves, whose whole enjoyment and pleasure
in lifc were to improve the lot of mociety as
a whole. Anybody will admit that that ideal
is worth while. One hes only to read—I
need not quote thom—the works of Ruskin.
probably the greatest political economist
from the standpoint of humanity that we have
ever had, to sec what society should be.
Under the present system of society there is
no hope; the problem reverts back to these
men who control monesy-—not the men in
business here in Queensland—not the men
engaged in primary production. They have
nothing to do with capitalismi; they them-
selves arc in the hands of these capitalists.
It is 4t the root of these things that we must
get. While on the question of extremists, 1
want to say that one can be extremely
moderate as well as extremely militant in a
political sense, and there is just as great a
danger, and pxobably a greater danger, in a
man representing the Labour movement
becoming extremely moderate than there is in
b(commﬂ extremely militant. Moderation is
a magnificent thing. 1 take it that it is
perhups the basis of all enjoyment in this life
—moderation in all things—but when you are
out to improve the condition of society, it is
a greater danger to became extremely moder-
ate than it is to become extremely militant,
because unless thore is some fire 1n a man’s
soul, unless there is some desire to improve
things, if he becomes machine-like, he ceases
to be of much value to a democratic move-
ment.

Mr. Kern: You are making a very scvere
attack on the Treasurer.

Mr. BRUCE: Like the Treasurer, I am
able to make a statement clearly and dis-
tinctly, and I am making that statement
without fear or favour of the Treasurer or
anybody else. That is my position.

Mr. Corrixs: Hear, hear!

Mr. Bruce.]
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Mr. BRUCLE: I am having iny say on this
question. I have dealt with that position as
fully as circumstances require and as cleavly
as 1 have been able to deal ~with it.

I would like to refer now to the question
of th, sugar industry. There is a distinct
tendency on the part of the Federal Govern-
ment to leave the sugar industry in the lurch,
and, on the other hand, we have them advo-
atxng the expenditure of a large sum of
_ioney {or the purchase of cruiscrs in defence
of Australiz. It has been emphasised that
she sugar industry is one of the greatest
hulwarks of the White Australian policy. We
need not worry about Burope. The countries
of Hurope have quite enough to do to clean
up their own backyards in an endeavour to
recover the porition which they maintained
prior to the war. It is inconceivable that we
should conte into conflict with America, and
any sane man who will speak his mind knows
perfectly well that there is only one country
that we fear, snd only one countm we ean
come into conflict with, and that is Japan.
The sugar industry is building up the finest
defence that we can ever have azainst Japan.
We have the Federal Government, composed
or men who claim to be statesmen, and they
are now talking about the expenditure of
millions of pourds in the purchase of
cruisers. I want to emphasize at this junc-
ture that they are going to build those
crulsers in Great Bntmn and shift holus
bolus te Great Britain the amount of wioney
that those cruisers will cost: but. at the same
time, ther will give mo guarantee to the
sugar industry, which T regard as a greater
deferco than all the cruisers they can build.
I only a part of the millions which the
('1‘uis«1\ will cost was used as a guarantee to
the sugar industry, therc would be an exten-
sion of that indus try by an increase in the
number of people who would take up sugar
fand, by an incresse in the number of busi-
ness people who would follow those cngaged
iv prodnetion, and we would continue to
bmild up the virile and magnificent race of
nien that 1s being built up per medium of the
sugar industry to-day. What is required is
what has been reiterated time after time by
the Labour party, and will stand reiteration
at all tHmes, and ’rh(.t is a complete embargo
on the importation of black-grown sugar. 1
say definitely that if you are going to allow
sugar grewn by black labour in another
(n)untry to be introduced in competition with
white-grown sugar in Australia. then wou
might as well, except from the social side of
the question, allow black Tabour into this
country fo compete right on the job, because
it would be much more reasonable than
allowing the sngar grown by such labour to
be imported. We cannot get anything defi-
nite at all fiom the present Federal Govern-
n-ent on the quo@hon of a complete embargo
on the importation of black-grown sugar.
Naturally the farmer requires a guaranteed
price for his commodity. Sugar-cane grow-
mg is not a thing you can go in for to-day
ard start busine right away. You take up
a block of land, and it is mobdblv two years
before rou get a crop, and in some cases that
will only be a very light crop. Tt is not
possible to (lnar lind and plant a crop in
less than a couple of years. snd it iz neces-
savy that the abs olute minimnm vperiod for
which a price is guarantced sheuld 1"5‘ five
vears. [ (‘onglatulate the hon. momber for
Mirani upon introducing the :ngar question
in the ecarly part of this sion.  (Hear.
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hear!) T congrutulate him on recognising
that there is nrgent nced for improvement in
the sugar indusiry.
Mr. [yxes: Ilis
(Opposition dissent.)
Mr. BRUCE: I congratulate the hon.
member on having raised th: question. irre-
spective of the party he belongs to, because
every recruit that \\'1]1 support “and stand up
for that mdusfrv is of the utmost importance
to if, and will eventually result in its better-
ment.  The hon. member, though, did not
iutroduce any new matter, dm spoech in
mrmv resperts tallied with the speeches that
delivered when, 2= a Labeur candidate for
tm Senate at the last Federal election, I
tourcd the North and other portions of the
State.
Mr. Braxp: Mr.

was an clection stunt.

Charlton did not give vou
- Hyxes: He gave more help than was
2ot uom the Bruce mo“d

Mr. BRUCE: One of the questions that
I desire to bring before this House is in
relation to the old people in Dunwich. 1
have visited Dunwich several times. I bhave
noticed a paragraph in the Sydney * Bulle-
tin” on Dunwich, and it agrees with what
I saw on vSiLing that place. Dunwich is
not a suitable place for the purposes for
which it is used. It is one of those legacies
that the Labour Government have inherited
from past Governments. I recognise that it
will cost a good deal to make any alteration
in the policy in regard to Dunwich, but that
also is included among the legacies. I hope
that the Government will investigate this
matter and endeavour, before very long, to
do something to select a new site. It would
be a payable proposition. The present site
does not give a great deal of scope for the
growing of vepetables, which many of the
old peon]e would be very pleased to grow
if the ground was suitable. The menu of
the institution could be improved by the
inmstes growing their own vegetables, and
possibly by solhng the surplus and making
a few shillings for themselves. The follow-
ing extract, which I have taken from the
Syvdney ¢ Bulletin,” is truc to a large
extent: —

“ Dunwich (Q.), originally intended as
a retreat for the aged, has latterly taken
on a more comprehensive character; it
has now become a dumping ground for
21l cases which the Government finds a
difficulty in bestowing or accommodating
elsewhere. Many of these cases are badly
served by this concession to expediency.
The island, owing to excessive dampness,
cannot be termed an ideal location for
consumptives. Yet it houses twenty-five
of these unfortunates. The cancer cases,
numerically about as strong, would surely
fare better in the Diamantina Hospital
for Incurables. One cannot cavil so
much at the inclusion of about the same
number of inebriates, though it is signi-
ficant that the laisses-faive attitude
adopted towards these is yiclding poox
results.”

I was sarprised to find in Dunwich patients

who ought not to have been there. The pre-
sent medical staff of one doctor and an

assistant, is not sufficient to treat over 1,000
people who are more liable to sickness than
any other people because of their age and
the number of cases of scrious diseases. The
medical staff should be increased. Therc is
no gainsaying the fact that the aged people
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‘in Dunwich are on the industrial serap heap.
They are people who have worked and
developed  this country. I heard the hon.
member for Albert interject something about
pioneers, but it was not the man or the
companies who took up large blocks of land
who were the }’noneers Many of the people
st Dunwich will be found to be the pioneers
nf this State, and they should be given every
possible consideration. They have done the
work of their day, and are now on the indus-
1eial scrap heap. I should be failing in my
duty to the community if T did not Teall the
attention of the Government to this parti-
cular phase of the work that we should do.

We henr a lot about pioneers from both
sides of the House. There is another section
of the prople of Queensland who should rank
as our ploncers—the prospectors. 1 refer to
the wen who have found our mineral wealth,
aud whe are still endeavouring to find the
wineral wealth of Queensland. The original
|'loneers m Mount Isa were a few pros
pectors who at the time had nothing but
tlour, beeof, and tra in their bags. They
discovered Mount Isa, but did ther get
anything ocut of it?

Mr. VowLes: No.

Mr. BRUCE: In company with the hon.
member for Flinders, the Attorney-{ieneral,
{ approached the Secvetary for Mines and
asked th=t the Mount Isa district =hould be
restricted to miners’ rights claims. Although
we know that even*hdllv Jarge aggregations
of capital must develop these fields. our
object was that the arca should be cut up
o claimis.  The prospectors in that area
would theo have been able to get a few
hundred thousand pounds that are due to
them for the work they have done. The
arcas were roduced to 10-acre blocks, but,
while that was excellent in itself, it did not
meet the object of the hon. member for
Flinders and mysclf. It is history now that
men with motor cars came along and asked
“men, Y Will you lend me your name for a
week or two?” and all that kind of thing.
The prospectors should have consideration,
and I think the Government should move in
this mauner. Any man who can prove that
he has been prospecting for a certain time
orv that he belongs to a prospectors’ assccia-
tion should be grantad a free railway pass at
Christmas time, as are Governument servants.
These men in many cases spend yvears in the
bush, and never save enough moner to geb
out of it. They should be given a holiday,
and I think they are entitled to the cotces-
sion I advocate.

Then there 1s the guestion of o 44.hour
week. It will be remembercd that under
the Industrial Peace Act a- man had to be
working in the industry to represent any
union, and a member of the management to
1rpro=cnf the emplovers 1n  most cases
assisted by legal advice. In 1915 T was work-
ing in the mines at Mount Elliotr and was
dppomted as wunion representative in the
Avbitration Court under the Industrial Peace
Act, On that occasion we secured a 44-hour
week for the men. Ever since then a position
has existed which I think is a ridiculous
one. Year after ycar we have to go into
the court and fight the question of a 44-hour
week. The usual thing is for the emplozer
io ask for a 48-hour week and for the om-
ployeces to ask for a 40-hour week. The
mdﬁm 1s debated before the judze, and so far

ve have always been successful in getting a
“ -hour week.
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The question of averages does not affect
the man who is working fifty hours a weelk.
The fact that the average 1s forty-five and
a-half hours a week is no good to the man
who is working from forty-eight to fifty
hours a week. We have the repres sentatives
of the Government stating that it is the duty
of the Arbitration Ceurt to bring in a
4d-hour weak, and time affer time we have
had the leading judye of the Arbiiration
Court stating that the Government should
introduce legislation to establish a 44-hour
woek. What is the worker going to think
or say when he hearvs the judge of the

trbitration Court on the one side s saying that
(nmlaho”l should be introduced to bring in
2 4d-hour week, and, on the other side, the
Jopum!n!(uivn» of the Government saying
that the Arbitration Court can deal with the
matier? It does not matter who is right, the
vorker wants to know where he comes in,
and between the two he falls. If the
workers are to receive no benefit at all from
increased prosperitv in the country and
from improved methods of production, then
the owners of the means of production will
get the whole of the profit and the worker
remains, comparatively Qpealﬂnn just  as
much a slave as he was in the early days.
A hundred motor tractors are being mtlo-
duced into the sugar and cotfon fields in

the North every mon‘uh, and with that im-
rroved method of cultivation there is not
the slightest doubt that the producers are
benefiting.  They will tell you themselves
that they are benefiting, and there is no
srgument about it at all; but, on the other
hand, the condition of the workers is not
improved in any shape or form. The Secre-
tary for Lands, in his speech in this House
ihe other day, “said that he fought for and
won_the 44-hour week for miners as far back
as the time when he was an organiser or a
worker in the far North. Men engaged m
mining, becaus: of the danger of miners’
phthisis, should have the greatest possible
ronmderahon as regards shortcr hours; but
there are many othor industries that are quite
as onerous, if not quite so dangerous—indus-
tries in which you can prove by statistics that
fer every hour a man works over eight hours
a day an increased number of accidents occurs.
The question of expenses is one—I would not
be correct in saying capable of many solu-
tions—but that is capable of solution, There
is one thing that requires consideration.
When the State butcher shops were first
established the Government purchased State
stations with the object of prevenling a
boycott of the State butcher shops by those
swho owned and controlled the cattle. But
there are State stations to-day which are
not necessary. I know one station in par-
ticular—Dotswood—not very far from Towns-
ville that could be cut up into small blocks
with benefit to the workers, and it would
lead to increased prosperity in that district.
There are many other directions in which
the financial position cculd be improved.

Then as to the effect of a 44-hour week on
unemployment, There are any amount of
industries to-day—not only Government in-
dustrics, but private industries in which
increused employment. would be given with-
out increased cost by having a 44-hour week.
Where overtime is being worked in many
cases to-day, if a 44- hour weel were intro-
duced, an extra number of men could be
found employment at' the same cost. That
would probably affect the figures a great
deal in regard to Govexnmen’c enterprises.

Mr. Bruce.]
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Another question which I think should be
given consideration is preference to unionists.
We find, particularly in the sugar industry,
that the whole of the work is carried on at
the present time with very Iittle conflict or
friction between the employers and em-
ployees where every man engaged in the
mdustry is a. member of his organisation. In
couversation with industrial inspectors, I have
received the admission from them that, per
medium of preference to unionists, they find
they can do their work in a much quicker
and more effective manner than they can do
it where preference to unionists 1is not
granted. I venture to say that moderate
employers will admit that there is very little
friction between them and their employees
to-day, except that the different employers
and employces fight out their case in the
Arbitration Court, and not as they used to
do in the past out on the grass on some
occasions. I think the matter of preference
to unionists is ap important matter for the
improvement of industry as a whole.

Mr. Branp: It is gencrally recognised.

Mr. BRUCE: Tt is generally recognised in
those places where wunions are sufficiently
strong to enforce it. In smaller phases of
industry very often preference to the
unionists is not granted.

Mr. BraxD: If unionists do the right
thing, the principle is generally recognised.

Mr. BRUCE: The question of what is the
right thing is a matter of opinion. In con-
nection with public utilities, I agree with
the hon. member for Windsor that loans to
shire councils are perhaps the branch of
loan expenditure which is best handled.
Weo get a return from the shire councils,
the money is guaranteed, and in the larger
percentage of cases the work they do is in
relation to the money spent. I am reminded
of this, in view of the fact that at Halifax,
a centre in my electorate, they have been
fighting for the last twenty ycars to sccure a
bridge which is of the utmost importance to
that town. Y was somewhat astonished at the
cxtent to which the loan monevs for that
particular purpose had been cut down on
the present Estimates. I trust that whatever
money is available will be lent for the pur-
pose of developmental work in the different
shires in Queensland.

Something has been said on the question
of exchange, and we have had some very
strong statements with regard to the matter.

At 4 p.om.,

Mr. F. A. Cooprer (Bremer).
panel of Temporary Chairien,
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. BRUCE: It is known by =«ll that
at the present time a large amount of money
belonging to the p(‘oplc of Australia 1s
rotained in England owing to the interest
charge which will be mad=2 on the transfer
of that monecy to Australia. T do not accept
the views which have been expressed to the
efteet that the question of exe hange between
wtaer countries and Great Britaiu is on the

one of the
relieved the

same footing as the question of the exchange
hotween Great Britain and Australia It
raust be remembered that the currency in

use in the latter case is identical. and that
this interest charge for the transfer of money
to Australia—here 1 join issue with some
of the speakers—is due to a trade balance
i favour of Australia, not money that is due
to the raising of loans in England. We
have a system “of banking by which Australia,

[Mr. Bruce.
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a huge producer of gold. transfers 1t to
England rer medium. of note issue, not per
medium of any surplus of goods or com-
modities that we receive from Great Britain.

It has been argued that, when we are
dealing with questions overscas, “we must

produce commodities to balance what we
reccive from overseas; but [ say distinetly
that wo have never received the commodities.
{from overseas to balance the gold that has
heen sent to Great Britain from .Australia
ver medium of a movement in banki
The question naturally mtmdn(u SOMe
culty, but the financiers of Great DBritain
are doing thxs in respect of that mwoney:
They say, It is here, and, if you want it.
you have to puxc’ha,w the conumodities we
have to vell.”” They do not want to send
it here to help Australia as producers of
commoditics per medium of sccondary pro-
duction. So long as we are a * wood and
water joey,” so lonw as we ongage solely in
primary ploductlon they are prepared to
assist us—in so far as ther ave at the same
time assisting themselves—but, when it comes
0 a question of making available the money
that is due to us in Australia for the
development of Australia, then thesr put the
brake on per medium of an exchange charge
of 3 per cent.

The TREASURER: Do you sug
could get that money over here?

Mr. BRUCE: No. I say that vou cannot
get it out at a profitable rate, and 1 am
giving the: recason why you cannot. The
argument as to the balance of imports over
exports, whilst it may apply to the rest of
Australia. does mnot apply to Queensland,
Lecause Queensland’s exports have exceeded
her imports from the old country. . The
primary producers of this Staie—nor merely
the workers—nced to study particularly the
question of finance in regard to the diffi-
culties of Australia to-day. People often
nisunderstand the capitalistic system. Tt
is that that we have to understand and
whittle ouv of existence. In it the capitalist
counts for mnothing. The systema ntust be
understood, and I take it that. swhilst our
legislation is wholly a question of pruning
the tree of o Lplhhsnr—and under those con-
ditions it sometimes grows more vigorous—
we want to get to the roots.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear |

Mr. BRUCH: I think that the specch of
the hon. member for Warrego was one of the
finest spreches in regard to the financial
espect of Australia’s difficulties that have
been delivered in this Chamber, not because
ol the lerge area that the hon. member
covered. Ie did say that, per medium of &
certain simple method of trickery, the whole

st that we

of  those ecngaged in production in this
country were defrauded of the fruits of
thetr labour.

My, Hartiey: That is  the word—

“ defrauded.” (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. BRUCE : We have to get down to bed-
rock. This is not a question for joking.
Every hon. member individually is the victim
of this system. We know that this world can
m‘oduco more than is required for the welfare
of the people of the world. We know thau
America to-day holds the largest gold
reserves, is the wealthiest country in the
world—the wealthiest country in the history
of the world—still she has her tens of
hundreds of thousands of people starving,
unfed, and unclothed. Because this is a tre-
mendous hurdle to get over and a stupendous
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task to accomplish, and because we cannot
do it in our time, w2 must not say this is the
end of all things. No matter how ineffective
or futile may be the efforts that we make
towards doing away with the situation, as
thinking men we must set our shoulders to
the wheel and fight this proposition, and not
merely pass:our few years on this earth and
die having done nothing. There is no busi-
ness man here to-day who has built up his
business who has not at some time been in
the hands of his banker, »when his banker
could have quashsd him or let hiin go. There
is no man who does not understand the
banking system to some extent. There is no
man who does not understand that with a
few thousand pounds of capital—not a large
amount—it has been possible in the past, if 1t
i+ pot possible now, for men to get the
wealth of the people into their coffers; and
if they did well, they increased their own
revenue, and if they did badly, they went
* broke.” and the other man lost his cash.

The banks and the insurance companies are
only the collecting mediums to enable a few
men to control the whele of the capital—
1 do not say wealth—as it is represented
to-day. They control the lives and the condi-
tions of the people. I quite agree that the
Treasurer could not have done more than he
did do m England, and I quite agree that
there is a difficulty with regard to money in
connection with the rate of exchange, and
in bringing the money to Queensland; but
unless we keep battling on, we shall do no
good. If we cannct do a thing to-day, we
can Jook forward to dcing it to-morrow.

There is another aspect of the question of
the cash used for carrying on business in this
country. If a worker receives his basic wago
to-day, then at the end of the week it is split
up between the grocer, the butcher, the baker,
etc., and 1s back in the bank in a very short
time. You must not lose sight of the fact
that when a man is paid his wages, he does
not burn the notes. or. if there is a gold
exchange, he does not throw the gold, into
the sea: but that money is still available for
carrying on industry and for other purposes.
After all, the gold and the notes are only
tokens backed up by the wealth of the
country in which they are issued, and at the
end of a very short period the workers’
money goes back to be reissued. It has been
stated here that if a man has surplus cash, he
looks forwird to investment, but if he is
{axed on that monev, he cannot invest. Does
anybody mean to tell me that, because the
Government take that money and it is not
invested in private enterprise, that money
is taken out of circulation? The moneg has
certainly not been taken out of circulation.
T is still circulating. whether it passes
through the channels of taxation or invest-
ments by private enterprise. These are some
factors which have been overlooked in some
ol the statements that have been made on
finance.  Any hon. member representing a
farming constituency knows that the banks
are to-day restricting loans. I know from a
recent visit to my electorate that farmers
offering gilt-edged securities three or four
times more than the amount applied for have
been refused accommodation.

Mr. Maxwern: That applies also to the
Commonwealth Bank.

Mr. BRUCE: I admit that. As the Trea-
surer has stated in this House, time after
time the operations of the banks have also
restricted other public utilities. What does
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that refusal of accommocdation mean? It
means that a man possessing a farm, through
not getting the neccessary accommodation, is
unable to place hix areca under crop, and is,
perhaps, retarded for two or three years.

Mr., Maxwenn: Hear, hear!

Mr. BRUCE: If that man was able to get
accommodation, he could have grown his
crops and—this iz a matter of vital import-
ance to those who represent the Labour party
—given emplovinent to three or four men as
weoil. I do not know sufficient of what is
going on to give the reasons why the banks
are pursuing this policy, but I do not concur
in the opinion of the hon. member for Wind-
sov that it is purely a policy of security to
obviate the position that arose in the great
pank smash in 1893. The country is not in
the position to-day that it was then. We are
not on the verge of another bank smash, and
the banks have accumulated reserves which

completely do away with that fear. The
establishment of the Commonwealth Bank
is also a factor in regard to this matter. For

some reason or other a conservative policy is
Leing adopted by the banks, and that policy
i» holding up development and militating
against the welfare of Queensland. I have
said what I have in the best of good faith.
T am speaking to the Committee as a whole,
and to each hon, member individually. I do
not know whether I have handled the various
matters I have touched on capably or not,
but I have done my best, and they are
matters which in my opinion are of vital
importance to the welfare of this State. The
vers fact that, with all our tremendous
wealth, and increased methods of production,
there is still a section of the public unfed and-
unable to get emplovment, which would be
for the benefit of the State and society, should
be a matter for thought and consideration,
and cause hon. members to devote their
energy to arviving at a solution of the
problem.
FloNOURARLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba) : After listen-
ing to the debate, one must be convinced that
hon. members on the Government side are
beginning to consider the situation. But they
are only commencing to consider it. They
promised in the past very great things to the
workers and State generally. but none of
those promises have been fulfilled. They are
now being convinced that they are unable to
cerry out those promises, whereas other
people came to that conclusion at the time
they were made. They were making pro-
mises that nc law, human or Divine, could
fulfil. T say that advisedly. I know that, if
the Creator wished to perform a miracle, He
could do it, but under human laws the Go-
vernmont could not possibly fulfil their
promises.

Mr. Corrixs: That is something similar to
vour speech that I listened to at Beerbur-
rum.

Mr. WARREN : The hon. member will be
able to speak soon and give us some informa-
tion as to the ‘“ white-anting” in the Labour
party. If the Government were able to
carry out their promises, there would be no
one more pleased to give them credit than
myself. I do not care which party is in
power so long as Queensland benefits. 1T
would be delighted to acknowledge any bene-
fit to Queensland resulting from Labour
administration, but I can think of no benefit
that the present Government have conferred.

Mr, Warren.]
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It is not their own fault. I believe theyw
were actuated by  the very highest of

motives; I believe that they thought they
could carry out those promises and give
cheaper bread and meat to the people of
Quecnsland.

Mr. W. CoorEr: And so we did.
My. WARREN: The Trcasurer himself

described the State stations as a failure, and
in England he advocated that they should
be sold  We know that the very reason
why we have dear meat in Brisbane is that
these Stato stations have been such a shock-
ing failure. The Government could put cattle
on the market and in their own shops at a
cheaper price than could private industry.
They have failed to sell the meat cheaper
because they cannot run their shops in com-
petition with private cnterprise, and so the
price is kept up.

Mr. Morgax: They send their prime beef
to the South for sale and give the people of
Brisbane old cows to cat.

Mr. WARREN: There is no doubt about
that. It may be good business, but it is
not a very nice thing to know that a Go-
vernment who are supposed to stand for the
workers give those workers the inferior meat
to eat. Through this mistaken policy the
Government have created a position that
they cannot sustain. When we hear of
trouble in the party, both inside and out
of this Chamber, we know that it is the
forerunner of something that will be far
more serious than the trouble that now exists.
If the Government wish to do something for
Queensland, they must acknowledge their
faults. I said in a previous debate that no
person or Government should be condemned
because of a mistake. But we have had
those mistakes perpetuated year after year.
The Government have now been In power
ten years, and in the light of previous experi-
ence. it is time they rectified their errors.

When we know that we are the highest
taxed people in Australia it can be readily
understood why we cannot compete with the
people in the Southern States. Hon. mem-
bers supperting the Government seem to take
very lightly the fact that we are sending all
our raw products to the South to be manu-
factyred there. We are not progressing so
far as manufactorics are concerned; we
should manufacture our own raw products.
Until we do that it is no use talking about
land settlement. At the present time we are
over-producing in manr respects. It is no
use the Government talking about a grand
scheme of settlement unless we develop our
secondary industries, Take America! With
2ll their manufactories, that section of the
farming industry that is producing goods
for export is not in a prosperous condition,
but those farmers who are producing crops
which are consumed by the millions of
Americans are doing well because their pro-
ducts are consumed in their own country.
No doubt the Primary Producers’ Organisa-
tion scheme that the Government are
attempting to put into operation was intro-
duced with the very best intentions, but even
that scheme, if it was the greatest success
possible—which at the present time it is not—
would mnot get over the difficulties we are
up against. It would be wise if the Govern-
ment were to take these things into con-
sideration. In spite of the enormous amount
of money that we are collecting from the
people according to the Estimates, we do
not seem to be preparing in any way to meet
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the difficulries that are coming. 1 believe
it used to be the policy of the Labour parry
ot to borrow. I do not say that it was a
wise policy., because any farmer cun borrow
mones wiih advantage so long as he is able
to work hit farm in a common-gense manner.

We have heard a considerable amount of
talk about privete banks not advancing
money. In the district that I represent the
Agricultural Bank is the largest bank, and.
had the Government not wasted millions of
pounds—absolutely thrown it away—on Stare
enterprises and had they not gone in for
equally reckless expenditure in other dirvec-
tions, then ther would have been able to
finance the Agricultural Bank wud have
enabled that bank to advance money to a
greater extent than it has. In the future the
Agricultural Bank is not going fto advance
moneys to farmers to release mortgages.
That is the most important thing of the lot.
1 do not think that, as a rule, the commercial
institutions =re the bioodsuckers that they
have been held out to be by differcnt mem-
bers who have spoken from the other side, bur
I do think that they are very commercialised
machines. Many times they will not ad-
vance sufficient money for the improvement
of a farm. At one time in the history of
Quecnsland men went on the land  with
nothing. .

Mr. CorLixs: They gencrally hud a bag of
flour.

Mr. WARREN: I quite agres with the
hon. member for Bowen, but these sre not
times when a man can go on the land \}‘idx
a bag of flour and a few teols. There 1s a
need of capital now to work the land. Kven
ihe most sucenssful of the returued soldiers
who went upon small holdings, had about
£700 to start with. Right through there
is a necessity for financial assistance under
the present methods. Even at thix late hour
of the dav, it would be wise if some meaus
could he provided to assist the producers. -
the same time I do not think thar 1t is wIsw
to  spoonfeed them. I know thar even
vocently men have been spsonfed and the
mon(\yuhas been wasted; but the money
advanced through the Agricultural Bank has
been judiciously lent, only « very small
percentage not having shown : zon:l retury.
Tf the Government lend moner In this way,

i will not be wasted; the money onlx

changes hands, and the setiler beconmies
. . !

rosponsibic for the interest fo the  State,

sfter all, the prosperity of the people on
the land is most important. The Government
now have to pay a very high rate of inferest.
Tt is not a high rate of interest for a private
individual. because as a rule a private indi-
vidual does not pay less for his mouey ihan
7 per cent., but it 1s very high inlerc«t for a
(overnment to pay; and the only way they
will get it repaid is by lending it to the
farmers or to the shire councilz. There has
been a Jot said about injudicious expendi-
ture by shire councils, but we find they ave
able to pay their interest. While on the
matter of high interest. I wouid rewmind the
Committee that we arc going to hawe high
rates of intevest for a considerable tine.

In reading the Financial Statement one
nust come to the conclusion that 1t ix a very
poor attempt. as are all too many of the
speeches which have been made in the
Chamber, to cover up the mistakes of the
Government. You cannot get away from the
fact that this enormous amount of expendi-
ture is not showing a sufficient return. The
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hon. member for Bowen mentioned that we
have an iucrcased population as compared
with 1914, The cost of government, of
course, rises as the population increases, but
prosperity does not Increase to a very great
degree siinply becausc the cities become a

little largor. The expenses of the city
councils amount to considerably more in
canscquence, but  the enormous rise in

expenditure 1s not accountable for that; that
is due 1o leakage. The worker is getting
morc—I quite admit that—but is he getting
any more benefit? We have bheen discussing
this question both inside and out of this
Chamber for a considerable time, and we
find that there 1s great dissatisfaction
amongst the workers. and particularly the
public servants. Is it justified? I maintain
that it is amply justified, and that there is
no doubt that the public servants
14.30 p.m.] and the people generally are not
able to buy as cheaply as they
were in ypany instances, and, although we
boast of cur high wages, we are very little
better off, if any, than before. We have a
greater amount of money to handle, but the
worker is not any better off now than under
the Liberal or Tory Administration. I
believe that the worker is in the majority,
and I would like to see his conditions better,
and I can quite see that hon. members on
the Government side ars puzzling their heads
as to how they are going to accomplish it.
We hear of the method of acquiring the
banks—one hon. member propounded some
such systemn—but that would not be profit-
able. The position would be worse, because
they would be on the Government’s hands,
and _there would be no hope of bettering the
condition of the sworker or assisting the pros-
perity of the State. After all, the first con-
sideration of the average worker and of the
average business man Is for the State. [
do not believe that the average business man
wishes to sec the State placed at a disad-
vantage, nor do I believe that the worker has
ony such desire. Until we are able to evolve
some plan whereby the State will benefit
with the advancement of the human clemont
we are never going to <o anvthing of per-
manent value to the worker. 1 know that a
man can pay as much as 10 per cent. intereig
on his farm if it is a good going proposition,
but, if he is getting no return, then the
money  borrowed is a desd weight. That
applies to the Government. If the works for
which the Government have borrowed maney
were reproductive and were making interest
or bringing about prosperity, it would he all
right; but they have done no good at all.

We huave the dissatisfaction amongst the

mmemployed. I admit that we have some
unreasonable dissatisfaction, but we have
some  very just causes of dissatisfaction

amongst the workers and the producers and
all classes of the pcople, and, until the
Government wake up to their duty and a
better condition of affairs comes about, wo
shall not have prosperity in Quecnsland.

I do not know any case where the Gover
ment have doune the wise thing in carrving
ont their works. I am alluding now par-
ticularly to the Department of Public Works.
It is going to cost the department consider-
ably mora to do its work than it does the
private individual, and I do not admit that
it is permanently better work. I do not
think the State gains anything but rather
loses a jot. Who gains? Certainly the
worker gains nothing, and I hope ths
(Government and the worker will begin to sec

[26 Avcursr.]
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it. The Government have come (v a dead
end.
My, Corrins: What nonsense !

Mr. WARREN : Absolutely.  One member
on that side. the hon. member for Leich-
hardt, said that he admitted they had come
to a dead end, but he said it was only tem-
porary. The Labour organisations feel that
the Government cannot but admit that they
are absolutely at a dead end. The extreme
section know that. They have been forcing
the Government to do the most reckless

things. Scme hon. members on this side have
stoted that the Governmen®t could have

granted certain things demanded, but I con-
sider that under the circumstances the Go-
vernment could have taken no other stand.
Al! the circumstances point to the fact that
the Government have made a mistake all
along the line, and the sooner it is altered
the better it will be for Queensland. There
had been a waste of cnergy and money by
this Administration. The Treasurer in his
Statement mentioned that a certain amount
of money was being appropriated for the
I am quite con-
vinced that the insects are doing wonderful
work in connection with pear destruction. I
have witnessed two different centres whore
they have been distributed, and I consider
them to be one of the finest means of assist-

‘ance that Queensland has cxperienced in the

last twenty-five years. There is practically
no cxpense. It merely means that the insects
are distributed, and they do the vest. I hope
that the Prickly-pear Commission will give
full consideration to this method of pear
destruction. So long as the insect i1s well
scattered about it will do good work, par-
ticularly in the heavily infested areas. I
know it is early to prove what these insects
car. do, but I hope that the Prickly-pear Com-
inission will keep itself well posted with the
ability of those insects, so that the results
can be fully considered and the settlers can
have the benefit of thiz method of pear
destruction.  There are scveral methods of
polsoning the pear, but I understand the
Prickly-pear Commission is adopting the most
up-to-date method. If there is anvthing on
which I can complimeni the Government. if
iz on the wav in which they are dealing with
this peer problem.

The Government should carry out more
improvement work in connection with our
railways than they have done. Since the
construction of the North Coast Railway to
Gympie there haz been a considerable amount
of development along that line. I want to
call attention to the station .of Palmwoods,
and I dare say my remarks in that connection
apply to other pilaces in Queensland. What
was good enough for Palmwoods forty years
ago is not good cnough to-day. I know of
one or two serious accidents and many minor
accidents occurring along that line.

At 4.35 p.m.,
The Cmaruax resumed the chair.

Mr. WARREN: I am quite convinced
that the Minister or the Commissioner would
put the buildings in an up-to-date con-
dition if the money was available. The
expenditure of a sum of money at such an
important centre, where, to my mind, the
buildings are unsafe, would possibly prevent
an accident and the expenditure of a large
amount by way of compensation. These
matters point to the necessity of having more
funds available. I do not want to blame the

My, Warren.]
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Government for not doing these things when
I know they have not the money to carry
them out, but it would have bcen more
advantageous if the Government had left
undone a lot of the works undertaken and
carried out works for which there was a
greater necessity.

The Government want to-do a fair thing
by the producers. Nothing has been done
by the Department of Public Health in con-
nection with the milk supply for Brisbane
other than the detection and prosecution of
offendevs for watering milk. No one would
attempt to justify that practice, and the
average producer does not stand for it.
There are unprincipled men in every industry.
But there are things worse than watered
milk. I now rvefer to f{ilth and the poor
means of transporting milk., In regard to
the transport question, I regard the Com-
missioner for Railways as the greatest
offender, as some of the wagons supplied are
not fit for the purpose of transporting milk.
1 have secen much better methods employed
on the railways in other States I have
visited. In a hot, damp climate like Bris-
bane, it is necessary to employ every means
within our powsr to ensive a mille
supply. The producers are endeavouring to
do all that 1t is possible to attsin this end.
They have been endeavouring to secure a milk
pool and become collectively responsible for
the distribution of milk. If the Government
had to do with the producers coliectively, it
would be a much easier method than the
present. I have been connected with the
milk trade for a considerable time, not as a
middleman, but as a producer, and I know
that the average man, whether he be a pro-
ducer or an employee, requires to be kept
up to the mark in order that this most neces-
sary article of food for children shall be
delivered in a condition not contaminated.
The Government should hand over the con-
trol of this question to the city council.

Hon. M. J. Kimrwan: Under the Greater
Brisbane Scheme they will handle it.

nnura

Mr. WARREN: I do not know whether
they wiil.  They are very scared of the
proposition. I think the Government and

the City Council should meet the producers
and come to a reasonable understanding.
They could easily do that, and in less than a
year we would have a much higher standard
of milk than we have at present.

I have uno intention of dealing with the
Financial Statement in a general sense, but
if the Government do not realise where they
are, and, if they continue to lead the people
as they have done in the ‘past, Queensland is
going to have a very serious future ahead.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswick): While sitting
here listening to specches of hon. members
of the Opposition dealing with the Financial
Statement I have been very keenly interested
to find if any hon. member opposite had a
solution foy the financial problem now facing
Queensland and other parts of the world.
So far I have not heard one hon. member
of the Opposition advance a method by
which we might better our position. It
seems to be a problem that will have to be
tackled, and in such a way as will get us
somcwhese.

The debate has wandered right around
from millions in the air from the hon. mem-
ber for Eroggera down to water in the milk
from the hon. member for Murrumba. So
far I have not heard, and I do not think
any hon. member on this side of the Chamber

[Mr. Warren.
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has heard, any constructive criticism levelled
that will enable us to find a way out of our
position and better that position. I have
taken the trouble to look up the position of
the Commonwealth finances «during the
periods used as a comparison by hon.
members opposite.

Mr. Mokean: The Commonwealth Govern-
snent are reducing taxation this year by
£2,000,092

Mr. GLEDSON: The following figures
show the revenue that Government obtained
in the vears 1914-15 and 1923-24 :—

COXNSOLIDATED REVENUE.

Year—
1914-15 £22,419,793
1923-24 £78,745,777

That is not taking into consideration any-
thing in regard to the loans that have been
raised. The hon. member for Windsor, when
speaking this afternoon, said that our
Government had double the revenue that
they obtained the vear they took office. The
Commonwealth Government, leaving out the
war debt altogether, have increased the
revenue ut their disposal over three times

trrinee +ha enmma marin

The question of the taxation of the people
was then raised. I say that the Common-
wealth Covernment have stepped in and
exploited the avenuc of direct taxation thar
should have been left to the States. During
the last financial year they collected
£50,852,483 by that means in the shape of
land tax, income tax, stamp duties, war-
time duties, entertainment tax, and war tax.

The hon. member for Murilla interjected
a while ago that they were reducing taxation
by £2,000,000, They can well reduce taxa-
tion by £2,000.000, because last year, includ-
ing the surplus revenue, they took over
£5,000,000 from the people of Australia more
than thoy required to carry on the work of
Australia. The Commonwealth should go
out of some of these avenues of direct taxa-
tion and allow the States to obtain thetr
revenue by those means. The 2bs. per capita
paid to the States out of the surplus revenue
fund could be retained by the Commonwealth
if they were to leave to the States the divect
taxation fromy which they at present derive
vevanue, If they did that, many millions of
pounds would come back to th,u State. and
Queensland would be_ in a much better posi-
tion than it is in to-day. ¥ have the figures
for the vear 1922-1925—which is the last I
could gef—taken from the Budget issued by
the Federal Treasurer

Income tax collected in Aus- £

tralia, 1922-1923 12,904,517
Entertainment tax collected

in Australia, 1922-1923 629,801
Land tax collected in Awns-

tralia, 1922-1923 2,018,875

Total ... £15,553,193
In that vear the Commonwealth Government
handed back to the various States a total
sum of £7,100,551, so that they collected from
dirvect taxation more than double the amount
that was paid back to the States by way of
95s. per capita. The amounts collected by
way of direct taxation by the Commonwealth
in Quecnsland for the year 1923 were—

Land tax 70,398
Income tax 1,209,825
Entertainment tax 66,512

Total ... £1,346,739
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The amount paid to Queensland for the vear
1922-1923 in connection with 25s. er capita
payment was £978,673. That shows that the
Commonwealth Government collected in
Queensland by way of direct taxation nearly
£E00,000 more than was returned to Queens-
land by the Commonwealth.

One thing that struck me in connection
with the Financial Statement is the very
large increase in the interest bill that has
to be paid by Queensland. That is the most
important thing in the Financial Statement.
The interest that has to Dbe provided this
financial year amounts to £4.220.913. That
amount has to be paid to the people who have
fent wus their money for the purpose of
developing the State. The Financial State-
ment says—

“Interest on the public debt is
increased by £459,000, of which the recent
conversion loan is  accountable for
£214,000, the balance being made up of
provision for new issues and for issues
last year on which interest was pavable
only for a porton of the vear.”

If the interest on the mational debt iwas
reduced by 1 per cent.. it would mean a
saving to Quecnsland of praecticalls £1,000.000
a year, so the rate of interest charged makes
all the difference.

One thing that also struck me was that
before we can get anywhere we must tackle
the problem of banking. That must be
tackled straight away.

Mr. MaxwerL: If vou do no better than
vou did with the State enterprises, it will
do you no good.

Mr. GLEDSON: If we do as well with
gencral banking as has been done by the Com-
monwealth Bank, we shall do very well, The
Commoniealth Bank was established by the
Labour party, and it has been an immense
success.  Some of the State enterprises have
not been successful hecause they have had
the opposition of private enterprise right
throughout the piece. Private enterprise has
endeavoured to kill State enterprise on every
possible occasion. We must tackle the prob-
lem of banking. In my opinion, what the
workers of Quecnsland "and Australia have
to do is to concentrate upon capturing the
Treasury benches in the Commonwealth Par-
liament at the next election, and after they
have done that to monopolise and take full
control of the banking of Australia so as to
give the people credit in a proper way.

Mr. Dracox: Take the money?

Mr. GLEDSOXN: I think anyome who
thinks calmly over this matter will see that
it is a matter of credit. I do not think the
bon. member for Cunningham, who interjects,
will say that this question of trade is wrapped
up in people merely sending notes and gold
to one ancther. The whole question of ex-
change is bound up in the question of credit,
and 1t can only be worked successfully by
having conirol of the banking business.” We
know what has been done by the banking
institutions and bankers of the world. They
have so rigged and worked the banks that
they have got the people’s money into the
banks, and through the failure of the banks
they have ruined thousands of workers who
only had a few pounds to their names. They
have done that in every country in the world.
That is one of the reasons why. if for no
other reason, we should take full control of
banking in the interests of the people of
Australia, so that we would be able to give

1924—2 &
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credit not only 5 the industrial workers but
to the farming industry, and lend them
nmicney at such a rate of interest as would
enable them to successfully carry on their
business.  Quite a lot has been said about
the State endeavouring to get its bank
going and advance settlers money to enable
ithem to put their land under crops for sale
and employ laLour. If we had control of the
hanking in Australia, we would be able to
start a proper system of credit,

Mr. MaxweLr: If would be a case of God
help the country if vou did.

Mr. GLEDSON : There is no question that
that is what we have to aim at—getting con-
trol of the banking interests of Australia.

The question of exchange between one
State and another, and the difficulties in
connectien with it. has heen touched upon
by some hon. members. The difficulty would
be sclved if we had control of the whole of
the banking of Australia, because the Go-
vernment would be able so to arrange their
credits between one State and another that
they would be able to prevent difficulties like
those ~which at present exist with regard to
exchange. and to facilitate the transference
of credits from one country to another. We
are told by some pcople that when we had
the gold system in operation we were able to
transfer gold from omne countryv to another,
and that everything was all right, that it
was a question of trade—of goods travelling
from owe country to another. If that was so,
what is to stop us from transferring the
credit of the Bank of England out to Aus-
tralia to-day and thus bringing about an
easy position so far as exchange is concerned ?
The orly thing to stop them is
lack of desire to relieve the posi-
tion. They want to maintain the
abnormal state of exchange so that they will
be able to control, not only the finances of

[5 p.m.]

Great Britain. but of practically all the
British Dominions, and even the world's
finances. from I.ondon and New York,

because the London brokers and the Amerik
can moneyvlenders are working hand in hand.

With regard to the loan proposals, we find
that we are limited as to the amount we can
raise in London this year to a sum which
is less than the amount required to pay
our interest on the public debt. This year
we have to find £4,220.913 interest on the
public debt, the bulk of which has to be paid
in London. including the amount due to
American lenders, which will be transferred
from London. I contend, therefore, that
more than £3,000,000 could be raised in
London. and we could keep cur own money

hore for the purpose of developing our
State.
One hon. member on the other side said

that when railways had been built for 50
miles money should not be spent in extend-
ing them another 30 miles to serve settlers
and get increased traffic, but that we should
allow those settlers to cart their products in
that distance. I say that the hon, member
has the wrong end of the stick. Settlers
should not be placed 30 miles from a railway,
but we should get control of the land suit-
able for agriculture round about our present
railways. where they have a chance of getting
their goods to market.

Another matter which has been discussed
is unemployment. We know that nothing is
worse for a man than to be unemployed. It
is very hard for him to battle along on the
basic wage at present. On £4 he cannot

Mr. Gledson.]
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possibly keep his wife and family without
getting into debt—I know from experience—
and every other man knows that he cannot
do it. But some men are nct getting even
the basic wage—they are unemployed—and 1
can speak from cxperience of what that
means also. 1 have walked from one place
to another looking for work, and I have
gone to grocers and butchers and asked
them to provide food for us until I could
get work., I have gone on like that for
week after week, and, when I did get work,
have had to go on for vears working to pay
off the money. The big trouble in connec-
tion with our unemployed system is that
the TUnemplovment Council only provides
sustenance. We should give to the council
power to find employment for men who are
out of work, and in this connection I would
like to make a suggestion to the Minister
in charge of the Act.

According to the report, there is a certain
surplus, and I would suggest to the Minis-
ter that that money be expended on repro-
ductive work—work that will be of a
permanent nature and work in connection
Wwith secondary industries so as to give
permanent employment, If the Minister is
able to do that, then it will be solving the
unemployed problem in a way in which we
have not been able fo solve it up to the
present. 'We knew very well that when we
obtained loan money in the past, it was spent
on railway construction, irrigation works,
etc. They were very good undertakings,
but, when those railways were completed, the
thousands of men employed on the work were
thrown on to the serap heap again and were
unable to obtain work until another railway
was to be constructed or loan money was tc
be expended on other public works. If we
could pn]y establish permanent secondary
industries so as to manufacture our own raw
products—even if we only manufactured for
our local requirements—we would be solving
our unemployed problem to a considerable
extent, and 1t would ke far better to have
the unemployed working on the manufacture
of our raw material than that they should be
receiving sustenance,

The Dawson Valley irrigation scheme has
been spoken of as a very excellent scheme,
and we zll hope to see it a success; but
‘what is troubling me is not the question of
whether we shall be able to conserve millions
upon millions of gallons of water, and be
‘able to fix up the farms and place men
thereon so that they will be able to produce
in abundance those things which they will
grow, but what they are going to do with
what they do produce and where they are
going to sell it.

That brings me to another question. With-
out waiting any longer, I think the Govern-
ment could very well establish now some
sort of organisation to handle and control
Queensland products. not only those relating
to food, but in connection with all other
articles, so as to prevent over-production
of unnecessary things. and to see that those
things which are not being produced and
which could profitably be produced are pro-
duced, and by so doing we would be doing
-some good for our country. I understood
that the organisation of the farmers with
the Council of Agriculture, the District
Councils, the Local Producers’ Associations,
and all those bodies with the backing of the
Government, were going to carry on that
work, but, sad to say. they have not done so.
‘Up to the present time they have made no

[Mr. Qledson,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Wars and BMeans.

attempt to ascertain the market require-
ments in Queensland or overscas. They
simply seek to place the people on the land
and get them there to produce as much
butter, cheese, ete., as they can, and trust
to chance as to whether they are going to
find a market for it or not. That haphazard
way of doing things is not going to get us
anvwhere. If the Council of Agriculture
and the other subsidiary bodies are not going
to face those matters, then it will be neces-
sary for the (Government to take up the
matter and establish an organisation to
ascertain what our requirements arve.

The same argument could be applied in
connection with products other than food
products. Take coal. So far we have no
proper organisation to deal with the supply
of coal. We have set out to produce coal.
We have in Queensland some of the best coal
that can be found anywhere in the world.
Our mines are just at the point of being abie
to produce as much coal as is required. If
we take the district represented by the hon.
member for Bowen, we find that there is a
splendid coalfield there, and the State mine
could produce double or treble the quantity
of coal it is producing if therc was a market
for it. We shall have to set about to organise
a demand for our coal by finding markets.
There is nothing to be gained by putting
men on to sink a hole in the ground in order
to producs more and more coal if the men
cannot be guaranteed work te keep them
constantly employed.

Some mention has been made in the course
of the debate of a 44-hour week and the
basic wage. There has been quite a lot of
discussion about these matters of late out-
side of Parliament. Any hon. member who
has had anything to do with the workers in
the bulk of our industries will admit that
44 hours is quite long enough, and too long
in some cases, for tiie men to work each
week., Why then, if that is the case, cannot
we have that principle operating? We are
told by hon. members on both sides that the
financial stringency does not permit a Bill
to legisiate for a 44-hour week to be intro-
duced at the present time. Is there any
hope of that financial stringency improving
and the position becoming better in the
future? TUnless we can get control of bank-
ing and the credit system, or get some con-
trol over it, the position will only become
worse.  Qur interest bill now amounts to
£4.220,000 per vear, Next vear we shall
be called upon to convert another £13,000,000
of loan money, which will mean. if the same
increased rate of interest is paid as we have
had to pay on the recent conversion, that
next vear we shall have to provide nearly
£5.000,000 for interest. The financial strin-
gency will then be worse than it is at the
prescnt time. We have to get away from
those conditions, Should we compel the
workers to work a longer period than 44
hours a week? If not, then the industries
in operation to-day should pay their em-
ployees a decent wage. I am not confining
my remarks to public servants. Hvery
industry in the State should be able to pay a
decent living wage for a working week of
44 hours, and they will produce in that
period more than what is required to keep
every man, woman, and child comfortable.
There is no mneed for anything more than
that to be done. I fail to see, as the hon.
member for Murrumba has said, that we
have reached any dead end.

GovesnMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
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Mr. GLEDSON: Hon. members have only
to take a walk down Queen street in the
City of Brisbane any night. pass into
Edward street. and sce on each side of the
street long rows of motor cars costing many
thousands of pounds. How long 1s 1t since
that condition of affairs has arisen? We
find that during the last ten yeusrs that
T.abour has been in office the wealthy people

—the  husiness vpeople. the squatiers, the
graziers. and cven the farmers—have become
richer and richer until they are able to

come down here and have their motor cars.

M. CCOS:ELLO :
motor cav.

Mr. GLEDSON: He has to provide all
these things, and he is the man who should
Yive themn. The man who makes these things
is the man who has a right to their possession.
Tnstead, he has ihe satisfaction of standing
on the footpath, if he is able to get there
ar all. and of watching his Loss and his Jady
with rhon daughters “and sons ride past in
motor-cars. That is the state of things
ithroughout Australia and the world to-day.
Something must be wrong if that is allowed
tc continue. We should not have poor people
to-day who are scarcely able to live on the
rooney thev receive as wages. and the rich
class ~ with motor-cars worth millions of
pounds in the aggregate. In any case, 1t
chows the wealth that is in Quecnsland.

The wage-carner has not a

Mr. CosterLo« That is what the poor get
under the Labour Government.

Mr. GLEDSON : We are told that we have
reached a dead-end and that we can get no
raore out of these peeple to give the w011\01~
what thev are entitled to get. Recently we
Dad the Centenary Celebrations in Brisbane,
and down from the country we had men and
women with their families, living at the
Belle Vae, the Cecil, and other e\pensive
hotels. What does it cost to live there?

Mr. CosTELLO : I have not tried it.

Mr. GLEDSON:
guinea or 2bs. a day.

That is

Not 43, a day. but a

Mr. CornrIns: moderate

estimate.

Mr. GLEDSON: If many of our workers
had that amount a week to live upon, theyg
vould think themselves well off. Yet we find
iion. member: on both sides of the House
ing that we have reached a dead-end in
wattor of tawation—that we cannot tax

nny more. I say that if thesc people have

that mousy and can spend it in that way—

there 1s no need to spend that amount of
money  fo live—it should  he  divided up
smongst the poor. ’lh(w would then he able
. to get some of the things they desire. and

I am going to do the best 1 can to see {hat

those I represent get a fairer share of the

wealth they create.

Before we can get anywhere 1 consider
that we bave to get control of the credit
of the Stare. To do that we must get control
of the credit of the Commonwealth, I want
1o make an appeal to every hon. member on
this side of the House and ecvery worker
throughout Queensland who has the interest
of the Labour movement at heart to put his
shoulder to the wheel and to buckle to
<uring the next few months, when the Com-
bined or TUnited-Nationalist-Liberal-Tors-
Country party will go to piecces and go to the
country because of their inability to carry

a very
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cn. We «hall then be able to get control of
the Commonwealth Treasury and <o some-
thing regarding the credit of Australia.

Mr. CostELLO: No hope.
Mr. GLEDSON: The hon.

Carnarvon is a young man. He has many
vears before him, and I hope that during
those vears he will ute the experience he has
gained in this House for the benefit of those
he represents.  He represents men in a farm-
ing «district who are struggling along day
after day hardly able to get a crust. They
cannot get credits because ‘the Commonwealth
Government have got the finances into such
a tangle, and have allowed private banks to

member for

get control. I know quite a number of
farmers who are struggling along, and 1
hope the hon. member will consider these

things seriously, and that he will go into
the Iibrary and study the books dealing with
the financial problems of the world. If he
does that, he will stand behind us in our
endeavour to get control of ecredit in the
intercsts of the workers, so that we shall be
able to do something for the people of
Australia that will be lasting.

We should have proper organisation of pro-
duction, and be able so to organise our
puma,lv industries that we would know how
much we required, and when it was required
to settle men on the land or settle men in
industry, we would know what to put them
to. We would be able to say we want so
many men in the dairying industry, so many
men in the sheep industry, and so many men
in the cattle industry. We would know
exactly what we wanted, and would not go
along in the haphazard way that we have in
the past.

Mr. LoGax: What about droughts?

Mr. GLEDSONXN : In a time of drought the
country would be carried on in an effective
manner. If we had control of these things,
we would be able to provide credits at a rate
that would enable the people to carry on.
Iz would not be necessary to charge them up
to 10 per cent. for accommodation, as the
private banks are doing at the present time.
1f we had control of credit for the whole of
Australia, they could ‘get the money at a
rate of exchange which should not be more
than 2 per cent. or 3 per cent. These arc the
things that matter, and things those hon.
members representing  farming electorates
should get into their minds. Tt they were
to study thesc things, they would be in a
position to do something for the men whom
‘rhev represent. If we were to take control

¢ banking we would have the nucleus of a
fund to enable us to establish secondary
industries and provide men with payable
work, We should have only a limited
number of men employed casually. The Go-
vernment have endeavoured to raise as much
money as possible, so as to keep men in
work, but the effort has not been successful
because the system has not been right. There
has not been sufficient organisation in the
matter, and until we get an organisation of
the system we shall never be able to get
where we ought to get.

At 5.25 p.m.,

The CualrMAN leoft the chair, reported pro-
gress, and asked leave to sit again.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.
Mr. Gledson.]





