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TUESDAY, 26 AUGUST, 1924. 

'l'he SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bcrtram, .1fan •) 
t-ool;.: the chair at 10 a..m. 

QUESTICJ:'\. 
SALES oF C.ITTLE FRmr STAL :::;rnroc:s. 1923-24. 

::Vlr. MOORE (Aul!i(l".'l), ior ::\lr. C"or•0r 
(liurnr 11), .tskcd the Sec:r:•tary for l'ul.Jli" 
\York&-

" 1. How mn,nv hr: ;;-} f cattle 
solll from State stations durill!;' 
finanrial vpar to oth-('r ~rate~. ~tariug­
number. respectively? 

"2. \Yhat was the ,1ver<l,,_.1:' pric(• 
realised, respectively'!" 

The ATTOR"\EY-GE?\ER),L t.Hon. .J. 
?<.1ullnn. Flindcrs), for thP P-ccretarv f{)r 
Public \Yorki. (Hon. \V. Forga.ll Smith. 
J1ackay), replied--

" 1. 10.381 head from Dillaiah dnd .Ke.•· 
roongooloo stations. 

"2. 211 at £9 93., 170 ot £9 5s .. an(i 
10,000 at £7 16s. 3d.-nn trucks nearr ·t 
station.'' 

PAPER. 
Th•· following paper was laid on the table, 

and ordered to be printed:-
Report of the _\.gent-General for Queens­

land for the year 1923. 

DISEASES I:'\ PLANTS .V'T A:\IE:'\D-
1\fENT BILL. 

THIRD READI'IG. 

The PHE:i\IIER (Hon. Ji:. G. 'fheodorc, 
Ghill"f!Oc): I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now r<•<td a third 
tin1c." 

Question put and passed. 

WAYS AND ME.\.NS. 
FINAKCIAL STATEMENT-RESU~IPTIOX OF DEBATE. 

(J1r. l'ollnck, Grcgory, in the . hoi•·.) 

Question stated-
" That towards making good the 

mpplies nccc~sary to defray Hie 
Majc·.t.v's public expenses and makinc; 
an addition to the public revenue-

There be charged, levied. collected, 
and paid stamp duty of tho amount 
following :-

On every Bill of Exchange pa:.-­
ablc on demand or at sight. or on 
presentation, Ol' in which no time for 
paymunt is expressed, the sum of t\YO· 
pence, in lieu of tho sun1 of 0!1P 

penny, presenlly chargeable on every 
such Bill of Exchange." 

Mr. KEHR (Knoggera): When the House 
adjourned on Friday I \Yas dealing with 
the loan expenditure. I had pointed out that 
the public debt has now reached the cnor· 
mons amount of something in the vicinity of 
£90,000,000. and I mentioned tlhct the return 
from public works and services on which the 
money has been expended was very small 
indeed. To meet the interest charge on that 
debt only £1,547,894 was received last year, 
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whereao £3,761,140 had to be paid in interest. 
L'p to 1914 our loan exjwnditure amounted 
to £56.POO.OOO. Since that time we have 
expended another £30,000,000 or £35,000,000 
from tho Loan Fund, yet we am to-day 
rPcei ving £160,000 less than we r<-~ceivod in 
1914 as interest on our loan expenditure. 
If 1vo are receiving less now on .a greater 
expenditure than was received in 1914, then 
the only logical conclusion we can come to 
i•. that we aro getting absolutely no return 
•YhatevN on the money expended since that 
) car. If a man spends £100 in 1914 and 
obtains sufficient to pay the interest on t.hat 
InDlLY, and then a number of year~ after­
ward: spends another £100 and receive•, less 
on tho"e hvo amount~ of n1.0DPY than he 
receivFd on the exnendibro of the former 
stun in 1914, there iS sornr~thing wrong sornc­
wher(•. Yet, tnat rs the position of the 
finances of iho State to-dPv ill eonnectlOH 
with loan oxponditurc. I know that some 
of the a"-sets of the State may possibh lw 
-,, om out, and that is one reac,on why we 
are not getting a sufficient return on the 
money expended; but the Government during 
1 he last ten \ears should ha vo m a de some 
provision, by ~vay of a sinking fund or othor­
_,-ise, to have those assets replaced. The only 
>"ano solution of the finances of the State is 
to see that this £90.000,000, representing 
oxpcnditure from the Loan Fund, brings in 
a sufiicient return to pay, or Yery nearly 
pay, the interest on that money. If one 
studies the tables relating to the Treasurer's 
Financial Statement, it will be seen that. 
where in 1914-15 the percentage of revenuA 
required to meet interest charges amounted 
to 3.72 per cent. of the revenue, it now 
amounts to 16.48 per cent. of the ro,-enue. 
In 1m4 taxation was not required to meet 
intorut charges. but to-day a considerable 
amount of income is required from that 
source to meet interest charge· on loan 
rnonev v:hich is not n1aking a sufficient 
rrturn. 

The Government have consistently sh1ned 
sound investments, such as the advancing of 
money to local authorities, end at the same 
ti1no have invested the n1onov in v·ild-cat 
schemes. The local authorities have been 
compelled to go to other F.ourccs fot· money 
for electric light schem<'s, water channelling. 
etc., wid1 the result that the trading enter­
prise~ and industries of this State have been 
Hnanciallv restricted because of the fact of 
local authorities having to go to private 
banks instead of being able to get financial 
assistance from the Government. Quite 
recently a confere:10e was held between the 
Treasurers of the State·; and tho Common· 
wealth with a view to establishing one bor­
rowing authoritc'· It will be necessary in 
the very near future for the local authorities 
nf Queensland to agree to one borrowing 
authoritv, imtcad of all the local oodic" 
being allowed to borrow independently after 
the issue of an Order in Council, othen\ i,,, 
the taxpayers of Queensland, "ho aro 
already heavily taxed, will have to make some 
provision different from that which exists 
to-day. Last year the balance of the Loan 
Fund was £2,672,325. I would now like to 
deal with the Trust Funis, which are in as 
disastrous a condition as the Loan Fund. 
To-dav the net balances of the various 'l'rust 
Funds show a deficit of £889.797. That onlv 
meane one thing. The debit of the Tru;t 
.~ccount·' has reached nearly £1,000,000. 
The State has had to pay somewhere in the 
vicinity of 6 per c<mt. interest on that mom•y, 

im·olving an E;xtra interest charge on the 
revenue of £60.000. That alone is fairlv 
heavy. I know that the Treasurer may rd<;r 
to the fac~ that in 1914 the Trust Accounts 
'YPre OYerdrawn to rt very large extent. 

The TREASl:HER: 'l'hat is quite right. 

;\Jr. KERR: I want to be quit~ fair, but 
since that date, b; means of the Govern­
n1cnt Savings Bank money~, ·we V\'ere able 
to reduce that overdraft. But, notwithstand­
ing what has been done, the Government arc 
nm' spending trust moneys in exacily the 
~amo v.Tay as loan money is being expended 
to-day. 'When the Government have not 
bc~n able to squqrc the Loan Fund _\ccount, 
th< y have been taking the money at credit 
of the Trust Accounts, such as the assurance 
funri nndor the Real Property Act and the 
Public Service Superannuation Fund, amount­
ing to Lns of thousands of pounds, and using 
it in State enterprises such as the Chillagoc 
smelters There is no wonder that the Trust 
_-\.ccotmts are in debit to th<:> extent of nearlv 
:Sl,OOO.OGO when that has occurred. The 
r~_llreasurer \ViJl acln"!.OVVlodge that, in order 
1 o get over the difficulty of treating each 
trust account separately, he la~t year an1alga~ 
mated these accounts, giving him the right 
1 o use the money in various a venues. I 
am going to ~how exactly how this vvorks 
out. The a' suram.e fund under the Real 
Property Act was in credit to the extent of 
£135.000. while the State Public Service 
Superannuation Fund was in credit to the 
wdcnt of £458,523. 

I haye mentio':od that this money is being 
spent m unc,rtam enterpnsPs. I am going 
to take one of those uncertain enterprises in 
which this money is being expended to-day 
because loan money has not been available 
to t~e State. ~ want to take, first of all, 
the State coalmmes. Last year the expendi­
tun• under this heading from trust funds 
was £141,596 and the receipts £128.568, mak­
mg a shortage m the State coalmines on 
trust funds accounts of £13.028. }1anv thou­
sands of pounds of loan money ha vc al~o been 
spont in the State coalmines, but, irrespec­
ttve of what fund the money is being 
expended from, a considerable loss has been 
experienced in that undertaking. I want to 
read an extract from the " \Vild Cat" column 
of the Sydney " Bulletin" of last week in 
this connection-

" The Thcodore Government's policv of 
nationalising the coal indust.rv has badlv 
pinched good unionists in tho "Blair Atha"l 
collieries; the operations of the State 
mines at Ba:ralaba and the Styx have 
meant rumatwn to that field. Of course 
neither of the State enterprises is work: 
ing at a profit. hllt a desperate effort is 
now being made to put the Bowen State 
colliery on a payable basis. Blair Athoi 
collieries can mine so much cheaper than 
the St) x and Baralaba tha.t despite 
heavier freight charges, thev co~ld secm·" 
the local market if the two "former had to 
trade on their own merits. As it is, 
Blair _Athol returns are beggarly now; 
the p1t.s turned out only 2,493 tons for 
,June, and nnners are luckv to got more 
than two shift, per week." 

Here WP have tlw trust funds of the State. 
in addition to moneys expended from the 
Loan Fund, being invested in a losino- pro­
position, and the loss being footed l~y the 
taxpayer. That is not the only thing that 
has happened, for the Blair At.hol miners 
arc only working two shifts a week by reason 

J.lf r. K er1'. J 
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of the interference of the Government in the 
coal industt·Y. The efforts of the Govern­
m<:nt in Sta t"e trading in coal have boon very 
unsucce~sful, notwithstanding their experience 
in regard to the \Varra coalmine. Tho Go­
vernnlont have also had other experiences 
with coalmining, and, although they are 
unable to make advances to settlers, they are 
able to expend trust moneys to the extent 
>Jf £141.000 a year on tlw:;e losing mining 
\'cntnrcs. They are restricting advancc9 to 
'otilcrs, alleging the ea use to bo financial 
:~tringcney. 

J\1r. HARTLEY: And they are saving 
£30,000 pr ,. annum in the coal bill of the 
Raihnty Do•· artmcnt in Central Queensland. 

Mr. KERR: I shall deal later with the 
alleged saving in the coal bilL It is all vNy 
well to say that ono particular asset of the 
State is hdping another; but if you take the 
whole of the returns of the State, includi:1g· 
n;nts of land and other things, it will bo 
found that none of them makes up the 
interest on the public debt the loss on State 
enterprise', or the waste of trust funds. 
Taking one ri:turn with the other, I am 
unable to see any eompcnoating factor, and 
I should like the hon. ?nom ber for Fitzrov to 
:;;how where it exists. u 

The THEASURER: VVhat about the £50,000 
,·, year sc:ved by the Northern sy,tem of 
railways through using Bo'.ven coal? 

Mr. KERR: I admit that the Gonmment 
are 1naking a strenuous effort to make the 
Bowen coalfield a succe's, but no one has yet 
,-con any definite benefit to the State. 

The TREASURER: The Railway Department 
i' saving £50,000 a year through the Bowen 
coalfield. 

Mr. KERR: I want to know how much the 
Railway Department i,; losing over Blair 
"\thoL 

The TREASURER : It is lc'sing nothing. 

1fr. KERR: Yet it 1s only possible for the 
Blair Athol mines to work two shifts a week. 

The TREASURER: The State minf'l at S'tyx 
and Bcrdab:< also supply coal to the Rail­
way DE,partment. 

Mr. KERR: We know that the coal of 
Stvx and Baralaba is being mixed to-day, and 
it 'is not giving eyer.'- satisfaction. In letters 
written to papers, the enginemen state that 
the wear and tear resulting to engines from 
the use of this second-rate mixed coal is 
costing thousands of pounds a year. 

1\Ir. HARTLEY: \Yho says that? 

"Ylr. KERR: The "Railway Advocate." 
Mr. lLIRTLEY: A few engine-drivers ,,-ho 

ha v-c an iEterest in Blair Athol. 

Mr. KERR: I do not know that that is 
right. I am not an authority on this matter 
ex("ept that I have received my information 
fron1 experienced tncn. \Ve gain our know­
ledge by reading. The hon. member will 
have "n opportunity of presenting his facts 
during thrs debate. The letters published iu 
the '· Railwrry Advocate" are used by me as 
In"': basis of informatjon. 

Mr. I-IARTLEY: And yotr call them facts! 

Mr. KERR: That paper caUs thorn facts. 
·\v e ha Yt~ tD ac ,.::cpt a.s facts a certain amount 
of what we read. 

;',J:r. ILIRTLEY: Take m.'· tip-when reading 
any Tory paper, deduct 98 per cent. as being 
other than facts. 

"[Mr. Ken·. 

Mr. KERR: This is not a Tory paper-it 
is a Labour paper-the workers' paper. That 
is ono thing that is causing the drift to 1 he 
cih, There is no doubt that this indiscrimi­
nai·e spending of 1noney causes to a great 
exh'nt the drift to the city, and thP Govern­
ment must take their share of the blame. 
The list I shall ql!oto will f'mphasise the 
gravity of tho position. 

Porc:LATIO:-l STATISTics, QuEENSLAND. 

Cities. 
1911 census 
1921 census 

141,565 
214,076 

An i'lC case of 51.2 per cent. to the cities. 

Towns. 
1911 census 90,518 
1921 census 125,345 

.\n inucase of 38.5 per cent. to the towns. 

Shires. 
1911 census 368,292 
1921 census 423,859 

. \n increase of 15.41 per cent. to the shire:<. 

The Government should do whatever they 
possibly can to stop this drift to the cities. 
I vcntnro to say that, if the Government 
caused all the money that is at pr-esent bein::; 
wasted to b" diverted to the use of thcl 
f armcrs o ~ tho country and madE' sufficient 
adyances and allo\vances to create extta work 
on tho'o farms. it would result in the son,; 
of farm0r3 and 1nany other'.:- being retained 
in a pl'o~perous condition on those farm-;. 
Eather thov are rc'·tricting advances to 
farmer;, an{! the result is that the young· 
fellows on the f.:rms have not tho money to 
rnako irtllHOYenlents~ and th0y haYe to drift 
to the cities. One would not think that in 
this yea,- 1924 tho GoYernment would have 
spent' lP'\3 in advances to fanner:-. 1han they 
spent in the year 1916. In that year th0 
Gm-ernmcnt spent £414,187. In the subS<'­
quC'nt yl'ar:-- tlH' amount advanced was 1{':::<5 
and le's untii in 1921 it was £240.000. In 
1922 Lho amount increasc'd to £251.000, and 
in 1923 i~ increased la £355,000. while in 
1924 it amounted to £412.000. That is. the 
amount adva11ced to farn1cr3 i:;; less to~day 
than it wa' in 1916, and the absoluto result 
shown lw the census is that thC'rc is a drift 
to the cities. 

Tho Gon:rnmcnt are encounqring that llrifr 
iD the citv rather than cncoura.ge the lJC'ople 
to rcmajn~ on t.hc land bv u:ivinfi advancef' to 
the farrnPr.s. Primary p~rodnc~ion is .of pant~ 
mount importance to this State. rrnrl n shoulcl 
be enC'ouraged by giving adYanC'es t.o 
farmers; but, instead of doing- that, the Go­
Ycrnrncnt arc re"jtricting thcsl' advances a~d 
arc spending loan 111onoy and trust. n1oney I!l 
another direction which is no good to thu; 
Shto, and which has the c ffcct of decrcasing­
cn1ployutcnt. 

\Ye must acknowledge that. '')]llctimes the 
L:ttering of the Opposition ar.(a.inst the' (;o­
Ycrnlnent has a good result. In : hJs Charnb('l' 
clurinrr thE' la't fortnight tlw kader of the 
Oppo:-ition and various othr-r rnPr:Jber;;; on 
this sick of the House hfLYC comp1a lllC''d that 
the Agric,;ltural Brmk Act of 192.3 has not 
been proclai111cd, althoug-h pat.sccl la.st SPS~ 
sion. vVhat do ,.,.B find? Be-· an se tho loader 
of the Oppositiou and vfll'ions {)ther 1nembcrs 
on this side haYc hcklecl the CoH'mmcnt on 
this quc~tion there is a :.:tatcn1Pnt in thn 
papers this n1orning proclairning- that the 
Act is to be put into forct'. 

::\lr, BARBER: \Vhai: bunkum! 
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Mr. KERR: Although tho Act >ras passed 
i wch·c uionths a-go, the Uon.:rnn1ent never 
proclaimed their own legislation; but, as n 
I"Csuli of the criticism of the Opposition in 
!he House during the last week or two, the 
Govcrnrncnt havo decided to put the _\et 
into operation. But wha! do the:· do? 
AccLc·ding to the Act, £1.700 is the maxi­
xnum <u110unt of advance to fann(~r'b, and the 
Secretary for Agriculture n1akc~ this cxtrrr­
ordinar:; sta.ten1ent-

'1 It ]s necessary for fnnds to b,~ used 
in the best int<ere'sts of the State." 

D1d :_\ ou ~ v0r hear such a thin:_, in :·our life'? 
\ftcr ten year• it is a bout time for the 

Go·. ernnwnt to make that tat{~rncnt~the 
n1ost cxtraordina.rv statcn1cnt I have ever 
heard. It is time~ they spt'nt rr1onc\ in the 
beet interests of the Statn. Instnad of allow­
ing a-n adv··nc<J of £1,700. as fli"OYidcd by the 
ACt. thcv state t11e..-.T an" lirnlting the adY'lllCC' 

to £500.' Whet is tlw good o_f passing an Act 
if yon aro not going to car,·'.T it out'? Finan­
cial st,·ingency! That does not onter into 
tlH~ (lucstion ,_,hen tho Govcrn1nr~nt want to 
-pend tens of thousands of pov.ucis on State 
enterpri6-cs. The Gove'·nn1cnt ha vc spent 
'omcthing in the vicinity of £700.000 on the 
C'hlllagoc State •~n1cltcrs, and. if this n1oncy 
had bc,'n adn.nc<>d to the sc!tlcrs. there 
would not L'B anv nceessitY to talk about 
financial stringcnC-~T. Tht~ ·Govornn1ent. can 
~pend tens of thousands of pounds in llnlvar­
rantcd channels to-da~Y: Uut, 1vhen it C'Olllf'::<. 

t<> giving farmers the benefit of the le;·isla­
tion pass -_cl, they eay. owing to financial 
stringenc:--, theY are only rtlhnvcd to advaneu 
11p to £500. You cannot get a-,. -l-· fro1n thcs0 
facts \Vhile the- ar,, restricting advanceo 
[c) settlers on the lall(l, the- Chill ago<' 
~nlf'ltcrs sho•Y the enorn1on:) dPbit of £723,00') 
to the Trust Fund. The trus! moncv which 
should h.tvo been a.dvanred to ihc" sPtrlcr·~ 
has bcL'fl ~pent on the Chillap-nc .::.rnPltcr.". 
\Yhile thi.-, flnancia] ~tr]IigC!K~" allcg.__:dly i~ 
or.., workcr2l· dwellings and othPr thing~ 
"hould stou. I-Iovv is it. 1Yhi1c this financial 
>tringency'ic on, that they arc abie to expend 
from Trn<; Fund on that State enterpris<• 
tht· following amo·1nt.~-

1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 

£ 
300,000 
248,000 
321,000 

And last ··e;tr-thc financial , triugcn< y year 
-they wore able !o spent trust money to the 
Pxtent of £420,000 on the C'hillagoP State 
~mclt~'rs. That 1~ n1ore than the fanners in 
Queensland rec jycd in advanc:cs. This is 
\Yhere the policy of th(' G-ovPrnrncnt is wrDng 
-the n1oncy should b0 givt'n to JarnF'l':-1. 
'\Yhat is more, the farmers nav lhe fnll 
intcrel3t and redemption. aud tlH'r£~ ]., no los~. 
a-s thoro is in the other case. Tho loss on tlw 
working of Chillaroc last year v. as £26,000. 
and the unpaid Illt{'.rcd in addi6on '' .ts 
£32,000. These concnns an• not ~ble to pay 
interest, and taxation ha"· 1 :) be irnpo~ed to 
make up the lo,, . But it do<'S not Hop there. 
The sbttoment is macl.c that thc·rc is somP 
benefit to the Railway Dopal"trncnl from t.he 
C:hillagoc smeltc:s. but 1 he' fact is OY<'l'­
looked that there is a raihvav rebate of 50 
per cem. allowed, which me~ns a gain to 
the Chillagoe smelters of over £9,000 a year. 
The railways are not gaining by these State 
smrlters. As a ma-tter of fact, the railways 
are carrying the baby for them; and, in 
addition to the smelters losing money, the 
Railway Department are losing their ordinary 
due' because of this reba-te of 50 per cent. 

1S2·1-2 c 

There 13 another account that I d{)sire to 
refer b-thc Harbour Dues Fund, which is 
indebtcJ to the extent cf £50,000. If the 
Trust .1.\cuounts are amalgan1atcd as indicated 
by the Treasurer, I would appeal to him that 
<Lt J.east t!Jc· receipts from lunbo!Jr clues should 
be spo'lt on tlw harbours instead of being 
.pent in these 1\ ild-cat schemes of the Govern­
ment. It is only reawnable that anv surplus 
Teceipts from harbour ch'e' should be used, 
for insL1nce, in our own river. Pri' it-1 c entP-r­
pri'e in Brisbane has ,assisted to make this 
harbour, ac \Yell as the Government, and 
there af0. good metal quarries in my elec­
torate which have been used in t.his direc­
tion. 'J1he metal is carried on the river. 
There is a surplus of receipts ovm expendi­
ture in connection with harbours, but 
it is being expended in Stat..__, cnt.crprises, anJ 
our ri VC'l' is Lcing neglected as well as the 
intcresl3 of the settlers. 

I want to show the differ·cnce between the 
1914 method of financing ancl the 1924 
method. It'. 1914-15 there \','as an expendi­
ture on harbours of £158.E49, and a revenue 
of £103,710. \V e spent £54,000 in 1914 mon• 
than the receipts, but to-day, when the 
expencli!me is £81,000 and the receipts 
£95,000, m· £14,000 above the expenditure, 
the GoY('rnrncnt are spending sornething likf' 
£77,000 less on harbours than was spent in 
1914. The shipping· to-day wants a grea1' 
deal mo o ,attention from the Government in 
regard to harbour facilitiee. Our harbour 
to~day in Brisbane is an absolute disgrace. 
\Ye have not got the nece"ary docks for 
:-hips, and, while the revPnuc is greater than 
the ex] ndituro, we fmd the Government 
t akin~ the surplus revenue from the harbours 
and SJ}ending it in State enterprises of a. 
losing nah<rc. 

1\Ir. f'ou.1xs: \Yhat obout Mount :\Iorg-an? 
That is private cnterpri ,,_ 

Mr. KERR: Yoll <>annat get away from 
those fi~ures. \Ye have a statement also-I 
think ov the SPrrctan for Public \\'arks­
in rc_sa~"d to an effici'ent Trust Account-it 
is jn regard to unen1ployment insurance. 
EYcn the "Daily Standard" states that the 
c'xcoeJ of receipts over disbursements on 30th 
J uno 1ast was £124.000. Last vear the expen­
diture on unPn1ploy1nent lnsuranro was 
£165,000 and the rcc8ipts £229,000, or a 
credit in that year of £64,000. While the 
Trust Accounts are in sne:h a bad 1vav, I atn 

not going to be an adYO'cato at 
[10.30 1u 1.] this stage for extending be_nefits 

under tha uncmployn:-ent Jnsur­
mce scheme. bllt we hav<' there allegcdl_v a 
'mplus of £124,000, whiclo has been taken 
fron1 industry, from en1ploycc::;, and partly 
from tll8 Government. In mv estimation 
that m01:ey should not be spent upon State 
L•nterprisc·. bu! should be used to reduce the 
paym· nts bj the employees. I have s·een 
some nf the books of the e·nploycrs. Talk 
a 1•out a stamp album ! Talk about a picture 
g-allery! I ha ye never seen anything so 
<'ntertaining as this Unemployment Insur­
ance Fund. People will sav that. it is 
noc a great hnrdship to make the pay­
ments, bui these continual pin pricks will 
n'act in the Ion~· run, and opportunit:· should 
be taken to give back to indu,try some of 
that £124,rOO which has been aecumulated 
i11 a fow -,hort n1onths over a vcar. The 
money is then•. It is not required by the 
State. 

:!\fr. \VIXSTAXLEY interjected. 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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:\Ir. KERR: It !JOhiiJly is. If this fund 
'Ycre kept scpar-<ttc~and in my opinion it 
"honld be kept sepa1·ate~it '\vould not be :;;o 
c.u~y to u::-o it on enterprises "'.dlich ate lo;~ing 
mmwy. It is no wouder that tho institu­
tion ~f " 44-hour week is a difficult matter. 
Is lt <:tiV "\\Olldc'r that the Go· •::'l'lJ~H· ·1t h.tYO 

to rcduc~ the s, laries of their sen-ant, b. 
5 per C(~nt. ? \Yh~. is aH tl1i3 
spent in t~1is way, \,·hen tens 
of pound_:; are bc·iJJg la~t annuully? ThPl'C 

ouly one Y oy to tackle the problem. 
thut is to sdl all the State enterprises 
cnn bC' c_,-nriccl ont by private indwJtry. Tht.. 
Stat:J should onl,, c-n1bark upqn an enter1Jriso 
\'rhen it eannoi be undL'l't:Iken L;:' privat.;-: 
individu .ls. To kct•p on the n1in( s .... nd 
the :tor'-, in ntilling in all 
unJ. thorn - after year rnea 11:-; 

that '.\·P funds o/ thi~ Stato 
it1t0 

Ju,~t in conclu-,ion I 1vant to point out 
g·enerally that last ~-crrr the c timatcd 
ex pc mlitnre was ?13,(57,063, but the GovPl"ll­
mcnt excccucd it by £358,269. 'That is to say, 
they o ... ~er.::;r,cnt by ~h~t a; 1cnmt. On tL otllf_·r 
hnnrl the c timateti revcmw wns £13.06 1,100, 
aud the adnal rC'\'Glluc excc0ded the "''tiunte 
Uv £363.939, anfl we were able 1o ~--.ho\v ~\ 
stll"l)!Us of only £12,707. ?\o money was paicl 
to the trustees of thc Public Debt Redth tion 
Fnnl:, apDTt altof_;c1her frmn the far~t that 
the ~Sinking· fund pn.~·1nc:.:ts wl_ro ~uspended 
bch·T<'n 1918 and 1922. The pre•,ent Gcwern­
nlcllt have llf'\'CT bcc•n able to rcdnC'e their 
public d0bL Tho Co1dn1mnrcalth GoYl~rn!Yl,_,nt 
nrn doing it. Every other ,State in Aush·cdia 
i~ doing it.. Thi:· Govt>rnrnent unfortunatcl:'t' 
a1nendeU the Act so that thcv are not cmn­
pellrd l•y law to 't1 i:J~ the pct!~rnellU., and 1hc 
rc:~ult is t,h:J.t to-da;-- we are not rnaking any 
proQ-ress in the reduction of our debt. 

'rho 'fr:r\SLR•~l~: \Yhat dot'-; the bon. rnc·n1-
b:>r mean wht;Jl ho oays that wo have madP 
no dt"ort to reduce the public debt by way of 
.":'lnking fund RrrPngemcnts ~ 

:Oir. KERR: The Government suepc:cl'i ·rl 
the prryrnPnts, and there is only one ·way 
to rcdnre the publie debt aprtrt from them, 
__ tnd that is to pay the surplu~ of revf~nuo 
oyer expenditure to tho trustees of thee Public 
Debt Reduction Fund. 

The TUEAB"l:RER : Th,, Inn. :nemher· said 
that every State hut Queensland is doing it. 
How much has ·western Anstralia done in 
the last 10 year-s ont of surplus revenue? 

l\Ir. KERR: At the same time thev are 
appropriating money fro1n tin1o to ti111c to 
wirH· nff the pnh1i, .. dr:>lJt. Tht~ · :-L~ne thj11g· 
has not. been done in Queensland. Thcrr~ is 
onl;.~ one \Y ,~· to wipe it off, apart fron1 sink­
ing fund arrangcn1cnts, and nearly PYt'-<":V 

year before this Government c1me into power 
'"certain sum ',\ "' paid t l the truskes. This 
Government have done nothing except pa v 
about £145,000 in ono year. 

I recollect that' quite well. The Gm·ern­
mcnt wen' not gamo to tell the people of 
Queensland that they had a surplus of eo 
much. ,,o the"' covered it up bv navinc: a 
ccrt-:tin ar>10unt to the trustees of the Public 
Debt Reduction Fund. 

The TREARt::RER: That is an nb<olu' el0 
erroneous statement. 

Mr. KERR: I made th0 statement t'tal thH 
Bum of £145,000 had been paid to tbe trustees 
of the Public Debt Reduction Fund fo rPducc 
our public debt. That .statement i", correct. 

[Mr. Eerr. 

Tho THE\Sl.lU~H: It is absolutch7 ir1· Ol'l"l'·.-·t 

to ''-'l} that. there was an un.scc~l su'rpLt-:. 

Mr. KEH.R. Mr. Fihcllv wu Trea>nrer rtl 
the time th·lt tho £145,00.0 was paid to the 
trustc·Ps. bu~, thoro v, as a, consid{'rable anJOlHH 
ot unt~mploynTcllt in QucenG:and, 1.nd. if tlH' 
Governn1cnt had disdosed tho snrplus of 
£145.000, H::crc would have born a prPrty big· 
scpwal froLl somewhere. \Vh 1t dill the Go· 
Yernn1ent do? Instead of sho\Yinrr that 
Hl110Ul1t US a S11i'fllus, as any other t_;oy~rn­
rnont wonlrl have done, they pa.id '" con icier­
a blo amount to the trust r·, of the Public 
Debt R.f:.cluction Fund-a most unusnal thing­
-and actually showed the very srnall sur­
plus of £9.000. 

The rfREASLRER: rrhe hon. ~ontkrnnu 1'• 
entirely ·wrong in stating that there ~·, <L"i ~uch 
a payment to the trustees of the Public Debt 
Reduction Fund. 

Mr. KERR: I make the statomm1t a;;ain. 

The TREASURER • I -~111 one of the tru:-;tec:-;. 
and I assur' the hon. gcntl0man th.l t he i~ 
Wl'OllR:. 

:;\Ir. KERH : If that amount. wn,s not paid 
to the tmstcco of the Public Debt Roduction 
Fund, will tho Treasurer say to \Vhat a.(•c·oull1 
the mollf'\" wa > paid? 

The TREA~1'RER: If the hon. gentleman \Yill 
re,',d the Financial Statement frr the follow­
ing ye u, he can aGDortain that for himself. 

::\Ir. KEHR: Did that amount go toward< 
the reduction of the public debt? 

The TmcASl"RER: It \\·ent to liquid>Lte wmu 
of the d<'ficits in the public ac:c·mnts. 

Mr. KETIR: Exactly the sam" thiwc. 

The TREASt:RER: No. 

:\Ir. KERB.: \Yh~tt arc doGeits 
said and done.' Thev are all 
the public debt. · 

all i5 
<a to 

The THEASCRER: The deficite are like rncr­
drafts. The hon. gcntl0rnan a tnorn\n-::: a~ro 
called attention to the fact tlwt the Urwcrn­
ment liquid;;ted certain deficit'. There are 
other deficits that we will liquidate later on. 

::\1r. KliRR: I cannot for the lifp 0f me 
see how the GoYernment arc going to liquidate 
d"ficits if they are going to spend the n1onc:. 
in the ay they have been doing. 

T,he TREAS1:RER: The transaction mentioned 
1H· the hon. gentleman waB not c nried out 
bv ·the trustees of the Public Debt Reduction 
I<\md, but \\"as ca.rricd out by the Treasur: . 

J\Ir. KERR : That is what I s".id. 

The TnE\SCRER: The hon. gent! •n1n ditl 
not. 

l\11-. KERR: My point is tlmt £145.000 
< .mld ha Ye b~en very well shown as .< surplus 
for that year. 

The TunscHER: The hon. g-entleman on 
tho one hand criticised the Gover:unonr fo1· 
showing- a deficit, and on the other hancl 
criticiP-es the Government for sho·wing a 
Sl,rplns. 

Mr. KEHR: I am not doing anything- of 
thee kind. That £145,000 wa.s paid to mis­
cellaneous accounts-put it that way-instead 
o:f being ~ho,vn as a surplus. 

T,he THEA·:·l"RER: Tho hon. gentleman knmYs 
that this year it is intended to liquidate 
some of the accounts, as is shown by the: 
Financial Sta.ten1Bnt. 
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:Y1r. KERR Y '-'"· Some of the Loan Fund 
to credit in tho b<l nk is being used as a1.~. 
overdraft for trust ~cconnt". 

The bell indicated that tlw hon. gentleman's 
timo had expired. 

:VIr. FOLEY (Leit/,lum!.t): I do not intend 
t J de- d ·with many iten1s in tho Financial 
Staten1ont bnt l V do~.ire to n1ake a few 
ruuarks r~ainly for the puq1c ~t' of Jea~ing 
\Yith the position general!:.· and posstbly 
vutting for\vard a fc\Y Eug·gcstions. I rnu;;;t 
agree Y•ith hon. nlt'rnbPrs on the other side, 
that the position as outlined in the Trca­
sui·er's Finaucial Staten1ent is a serious one\ 
and ono 1.vhich d1o.tdd givP hon. n1ernbcrs on 
both sides a good d,,,d food for thoug.ht. 
One has to consider the thnall (2 ~h-
Inatcd incrcaG,o in revenue tho financial 
year, our incrcas0d interest and the fact 
tha.t, whilst in 1914-15 the chctrg<· 
on roYenuo an1ount.f'd to 3.92 fH r cent., it 
amonnts to-drrv to 16.8 per c:>nt. \Ye have 
to rcn1cn1bcr 'that our loan expenditure is 
refitrictcd, local authoritie~ with in1portant 
projects in hand arc compelled to mark tirrw, 
urgent necessar~, requirement::\- for t~1o rail­
way service nro held in abeyance. cxpenJi­
turc on school construction is restricted. and 
practically every Goyernment d.cpartn1cnt 
has to ,,~ait until the position is more 
favourable before prDcoeding with important 

1 projects. 

:\'otv. ith,tanding that position, I cannot 
agree ~.i;-ith the hon. n1cmbcrb opposite that 
th•1 Government arc mainly respo113ible for 
the present financial position. The hon. 
member for W arrcgo struck the right note 
on Friday last when he mentioned that 
previous Governments paid very little regard 
to the difficulties they were imposing on the 
Govol'hmc'nh of to-day when they arranged 
for th.,ir loans to fall clu,. altogether. It is 
becau3P of that fact that the, Governments of 
to-clay are suffering snch inconvPnience. 'I'hat 
fact, ccnobined with the diilicultics of 
exchange-which hon. n1cnJbers aro a\vare 
affect not onlv thP Gm·ernment of this Statu 
but Governments of ull the other State" and 
pl'actic:ally eycry GoYornu1C~nt in the \vorld­
has compelled the Government to face the 
present position. 

During the course of tho debate, hon. mem­
bers opposite have referred to the mission of 
the Tr0asuror to London. and have denounced 
the conversion terms that he arranged for 
the loans falling due. This was a matter 
that was well thrashed <ut in the debate on 
the Adr!ress in Reply, but some hon. mem­
bers insi.,t on harping upon it. I consider 
that tho Treasurer did much better than most 
men wodd have done in the face of the cir­
cumstances he was confronted with overseas. 
The C<llYI!jaign of the Treasurer to break 
down <ll•l oppo· ition in London was watched 
very c~rdully by me. I "\\"atched it from the 
time that he appealed to the country m 
defianrJ of the finan~iers of London and 
brought his party back a,, a Government, to 
rho time when certain resolutions supporting 
him in his stand W<ere carried at the Emu 
Park Labonr Convention, and his efforts in 
practicalh' every public statement since, 
where he had an opportunity to touch upon 
the question, to break clown the financial 
opposition on the other side of the world. I 
might n,c•ntion that he goi very little assist­
ance frC"m the financial institutions in thiF 
country. vVe all know what the arrange­
ments are, and, in my opinion, the terms are 
much better than I expected they would be 

\vhc:n thn rTrf''t:::-urcr L ... "'ft \tu1ralia. \Vhcn 
dra1in;~; \-:·lth que,tlou of thi:3 <Ht. one n1ust 
reroglli:'c the enonnous po\ L'r that tll'' n1onc~· 
lords po:..sc·,:;;~ o -('r Govc; 1HllC'llt~. To put it 
quite plaii,ly. Gove1 nu1cnts. \vhcther the=~ bf 
Labour Uo\-C'rurnents 01· ::\f'ation<: L 
ment..,, G11ly poc··l',,S !Jo:mlnal nrxvver. 
p<Hvor depend on the c \Yllership wealth, 
and tlF· n1oney Ju,'ds in London. Europe, and 
America arc real! v the controllers of thr; 
wealth of thc> Wf;rld. Consequently they 
pos<~::s n 21 power in the world to-day, an cl 
c:1n \Yield that power ever any Government 
pncsing legis1ation which to any c~'\Jent affect~ 
their intcre .t~. It is i1:tcresting to con~idcr 
thE' terms that the Treasurer w .. :s so success­
ful in alTE<.nging, and co1nparc then1 vrith tLt 
terms iinposC'J iu 1007 or, ::V1r. l1oo..Je\-clt. 
then Prcoidt'nt of the Unit. d StaLs ot 
~'tiuericn. }luny peo;?le, no doubt, ha YC' 

forgottea that incident, but at that time• 
lll.r. Rooccvelt was dc.t!ing v ith the Y ankce 
tru;.;t C(uDbinc. IIo y, 3S succc::sful thl'ough 
the Suprcn1e c,)UJ't of } •. rnerica in prost... .:utin)l; 
the Oil rrrust and having iufiictc:l upon it 
penalties to the extent ul 29,000,000 dollars. 
The ro'ult on thrrt occasion wa' that tlt<' 
h·usts. ti" Standard Oil Company's bank, 
under Rockcfollcr, !hJ Stool Trust under 
Piorpont .iYiorgan. and rl·c Beef Trust under 
the Arnic·ur (;orr1pany, ClJternd into an alli­
ance against President Rooscvelt. I shall 
point out the terms that they forced upon 
the Prcsidonr. and the people of Qur·msland 
will thc'n be in a pc"ition to compare thoce 
terms wit}. those \vhich the Treasur~•r of 
Queenslund was succc -:"'ful in arrangin~· 
against ju:;t as ;;;trong an opposition as vva--, 
levelled again,•t Prc.id~dt Roc,evelt in 1907. 

The combined trusts were so successful, 
by dosing or threatening to close the hanks. 
throughout .-\m0rica, that they compelled 
President Rooscvclt to meet them, and they 
laid do,Yn ihQsc tcrn1s-

" (1) That Rooscyclt drop hie anti­
trust can1pajgn; 

" (2) That no effort bo made to collect 
Standard Oil fines; 

" (3) That no furthN action be taken 
against trusts or con1bincs controlled by 
Rockcfeller. Morgan, or Armour; 

"(4) That portion of the Sherman anti­
trust reg-nla tion be dropped; 

'' (5) That moMy previously paid into 
the Federal Treasury for bonds be left on 
deposit at private banks." 

Tho "New York Herald" of 25th Nn. ember, 
1907, had this tCJ say-

" Roo::.;cvelt has received his lesson, and 
1vc shaU hear no more of his a.ttaek npoH 
trusts.'' 

The Londo11 ''Daily :\ows"' of 6th Dc'(·embcr, 
1907, said-

" The trust magnates hardly ·(:c1ned 
to havt• mm·ed a finger, yet they have 
made their power felt throughout the 
civilised world. Thev have made no 
sacrifice. bnt on th,, contrary will c>merge 
IYealthif~r rncn than br.fore [ rl,hev have 
brought th<> most powerful Govei·nment 
in i.he world to it'. knees, and ha.ve fo'rced 
it to suspend certain laws, and have 
made it promise not to intNferc with 
them any n1oro." 

\Vhcn one makes that comparison-and the 
odds in each case were practically similar­
one must agree that our Treasurer'., visit to 
London \Yas a most successful one. Th& 

Mr. Ji'olcy.] 
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recent illustration of the opposition to our 
Treasurer of the financial lords. and the 
better illustration in _\m erica :twa v ba·ck in 
l ~07, brings us to the question, "\Vhat are 
we to do to get from under the enormous 
power wielded over us by the financial lords 
of to-day?" 

In n1y opinion, there is onl~, one thing for 
_._\_ustralians to do, and that is to l1o succcs')· 
ful in cstablishin::; a Labour Government in 
the Federal arena and so secure cmllrol of 
Federal insurance and finance gonoTally. 
::\Iany ma:· say that that is an impossible 
task. At this stage I am not quite clear 
as to the powers the Federal Constitution 
,lllotc ""', a Governrnent in regard to na tionalis· 
ing finance in An· tra]ia. For the informa­
tion of hon. members, I shall quote an extract 
from the ''Labour in the -"'ow \Vorld," 
"·rittcn by Mr. Philip Snowdon. the present 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in England. Ho 
deals with the matter and points out that 
really the problem is not quite as large or 
formidabl" as would appear at first sight-

·' ~'o ExTRA CosT BY AcqnsiTION. 
" Share capital raised by joint stock 

companies is just as much a debt as 
'vou!d be tho capital raised by the State 
for the acquisition of, say, the banking 
and insurance. 

·' There is no real difference between 
rlw debt owing by a joint stock com­
pany and a. debt that wonld be owing 
by the State on bonds and shares it 
is~ned for the acquisition of a business 
concern. 

·' If the State owned the mines, rail­
ways, or the whole of our industrial con­
cerns, thore v.rould be no increase of debt, 

"The State 'vould have as,umed the 
position of the companies, and would 
have accepted their responsibility for 
the capital that "as subscribed by private 
individuals. 

"It might be asked \\hat advantage 
tho State would gain by acquisition of 
industrir3, banking and insurance. 

" I might ilrst beg the question by 
asking what advanta~c. capit:tListic 
Governments and nnulicinalitie<.; and 
public bodie' controlled by .business men 
have perceived in pursuing the policy of 
uationalisa+~on and nlnnicipalif~ation in 
the past? 

'' By stopping for the future the pro­
fits beyond a f1xed rate of interest going 
into the pvckets of a few private indivi­
duals, at the expense of the community. 

·' Each ve ~tr there is an cnonnous 
tribute lev-ied npon the community in 
the form of rent and intere··t and profit." 

The hon. m cm her for VV arrego outlined quite 
dearly the enormous pro lite that the banking 
and financial institutions of this State were 
extracting from the people, and, although 
'.:c must admit that it i·' ra.ther a big task 
for any Government to undcrtnke, the task 
nm··t be undertaken if the people of Aus-
1-ralia wish to nlftke any advance tovyards 
emancipation or towards the perfect State. 
\Vhen banking a.nd finc<llce haw, been 
nationalised by the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. a great deal more can be done to 
bring about better results for the workers of 
Australia. As a result of their control of 
finance, they would ha,·e po»·er to finance 
the workers in the acquiring of the indus­
trial concerns of Australia.. Tho f act<JrS 

[Jfr. F'olcy. 

which really constitute the real power in 
societv to-da v are the control of finance and 
the control of industry. If you do not possess 
control of both these factors, the GoYcrnment 
rectlly pos;ess no power, or have on!: ·, . .-hat 
can be termed a nomina.! po\Ym·.· The• 
power possessed by those having control of 
finance V"\~as empha.sisod quite recently in 
England whnr the Allies were conferring as 
to the best methods of bringing about 
stabilisation in Europe and putting tho 
European countries iu the way of becoming 
better organi,ed than thev arc at present. 
They were told by the financial organisation•. 
through the l'rc'" that, nnless certain definit<· 
arrangements were made at the conference 
and agreed to bv France and Gern .. anv, no 
loan would be forthcoming to assist Ger~an:v 
and the European States generally. Then 
just recently, on the cve of the signing of 
the trade agr(;"'ll1cnt with Russia, we again 
had an illnstration of the po'>c·er of fimtncc 
to dictate to the British Government, or at 
lea,;;t to try and infl nonce them against 
making any agreement -with Russia until such 
time as certain arrangcn1onts were made by 
Russia with certain bondholders in England. 

vYhat I wish to discuss is the position in 
Quecn:::,land to-day, and I am pointing our, 
b: illustration the effect of the money power 
on this State in particular, and I also wish 
to point out what is being done b:' the 
Labour movement in Queensland to put the 
workers on a better basis than th0y are at 
the present time. 

Take tb, union mo\·emcnt as an illustra-
1 ion. Th0y have concentrated on organisa­
tion for <c numbcl' of yc•urs, but while build­
ing up their organisati,Jn, they have mainly 
concentrated upon adjustment of wages and 
the bci.iNing of conditions bv the reduction 
of hours and other m< thods in tho work­
, hops, !lclds, and factories. Then we have 
1he Trade c; and Labour Council, which is 
r-eally body represented by the bulk of the 
unions in Queensland. In regard to that 
particular council, ::\lr. rrim J\Ioroney, one 
of jts rron1inent men1bers. points out that 
it rPallv is onlv what could be termed a 
disputesu corrnniftee; lt has practically no 
power to do anything for the workers, and 
its function at the present time is to adjust 
disputes bchYeen union .;:uJd union or between 
unions and e1nployers. I\ o'v Tom JVIann is 
quoted in the " Standard " of last night and 
the "Dailv :;,'[ail" of to-da.'< in the cable 
news a;i hUving been vromirlent in what is 
known as the " I\' ational J\1 inority 1Iove­
mont " m Engla11d, and he emphasises the 
point tl1, t I am coming to by pointing out 
that th•" unions of Ell!riand-and the same 
applies to Anstralia-havc· overlooked the 
main object-that is, the controlling of indus­
try, and that is "·hat they are concentrating 
on nor in tho ne'v ITJI)V{~rriont over there. 
There is a tendency foe union leaders 
to throw the onus o'u the Government of 
doing things which coulr' be well done in 
many instances by themselves. As I have 
emphasi'ed, yer,- little has been done or 
'lttcmpt"d by unionism in Queensland towards 
acquiring the control of industry. On the 
other hand, Labour in poli1ics has concen­
trated mainly upon :rcassing legislation, 
which, no doubt, is necessary for the govern­
ing of the State, and at th8 same time doing 
what it can to acsist not only the industrial 
section of the community but also the pri­
mary p1·oduccrs. Bl!t I would point out 
that the Queenslaml i:ito.te Labour platform 
has practical!:.· been put into operation by 
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the Labcur Government. The fifth plank in 
the fighting platfmm with regard to the 
initiative and refcrenchun, has not been 
attempt-xi yet, but it i,; only a principle, and 
does not to any gr.eat extent aff.ect the 
industri>tl condition of tbe worker·s. 

[11 a.m.] 

The seventh plank is, " Improved system 
of land settlement.·• That has been 
attempted by this Government. The others 
arc-

8. A 44-hour week-that is in the pro­
gramme for this 6-Pssion. 

9. A_ worker<;:' homes scheme-alrca.ch.1 

put into operation. " 
10. Organisation of farmers for protec­

tion against middlcmen-alreadv in 
operation. • 

11. Co-operation in agriculture-alreadv 
put iuto operation by the Gov<>rn­
ment and going -trong. 

12. Extension of education. 
13. Suppression of " wild-cat" companies. 
14. Baby clinics and maternity hospitals. 
15. State supervieion of insurance com­

panies. 
All those planks are practically in operation. 

17. Liquor re_lorm. 
18. Proto'Jtion of Statn against slanders 

of newspapers and politicians. 
19. Amellded Jury Act-already in opera­

tion. 
20. Right to work and nncrnploycd. in.:lttr· 

anrc-uncrnplDycd insurance has 
already been placed on t.he '"tatute­
book and is working- satisfactorilv. 

21. \Va-ter consen·ation-that has ,been 
attempted. 

22. State or co-operative sugar-mills-
alread:v in operation. 

And so on. . If we go through the other 
separate headmp-" of our platform, it will be 
found that_ the _great bulk of it ha. been put 
rnto operation s1nco ,~,Te have come into po,ver. 

The point I am coming to is the fact that 
this session's progra.mrnf" contn ins only t'vo 
industrial measures. One i~ the 44~hotu~ wc"k 
and t.hc ?ther _is the Aptwcntice·hip Bill. 
The rcinainJng rt-ems are no donbt no:= ;f' ;:,,• ary 
for the carrying on of State af!'airs 01nd fo~· 
the making- of the machinery of governnu•nt 
wol'l~ 1noro easy, but that point stand:-J out 
~that only two industrial rnca -.un's are to be 
dealt with this session. 

One might ask, " \VIr- arc there onl v ""'O 
industrial reforn1 IueUsures in our" pro­
gran1nlO ?" r_rhn answer is quite plain to 
most hon. mcnJbcre. It is that industrial 
and social reforn1s dcp0nd upon i-inanct:>. and 
apparently, a.ccording to the Financial 
Statcnient tv.hich has been pr0sPntE:d) finan­
cial conditions will not allow us to go mv 
further at present. ' 

Another point arises. Has the Labour 
n1oYcment in Queensland reached a dead 
end. T.hat is onl:- a fair question to ask when 
one rev:iews the 'Yholc position as I :;J,ffi 

a.tte'!lptmg to do. I, for ono, am not pessi­
mrshc enough to adopt the attitude that it 
has done so. but I must admit that tempo­
rarily a.t lca·'t there is a hold~up. and that 
m the future we mu,t take difl'eront st•cps 
and adopt other methods towards •>ron·e" 
or stagnation will set in and ve;·y 'Jit.tl~ 
advance in industrial and social reform will 
be possible. Here I ha Ye a suggesti0n to 
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offer which I think is workable and ''Olllcl 
well be taken up by this Government a.nd the 
union n1ovcmcnt outsjdo. It is that ,Dml'" 
steps be taken by the unioniet'· to help them~ 
s('lves, 1vith as-;istance bv this Gov2rll!YtPnt. 
\Vhat I have in mind is this: A little wh;],, 
ago. when the Premier laid down a cchem·J· 
of organisation for tlw prirnar..~· proJuccrs. 
<L large amount of public money was oio­
vidcd for their assistance, v·. ith the ro·•ttlt 
that we sec what is known as the Council of 
Agriculture and sever·al hundred .Loul Pn­
ducers) Organisations) Dr units of the 5chcn1o 
of the Primary Producers' Organisation. 
throug.hout the State. rThose unjt:;; are 
rccPiving in various parts of the State assist­
ance from the Government £or the purpme 
of co-operation. \\'hat is wrong v.ith the 
unionists of this State rnn l{ing a step in '-~ 
similar direction' The obj<'Ct of the f>u'"'''" 
is to acquire control of his indnetry. lt 
would be impos,ible for the "·orkcrs of thi~ 
State to acquire control of industry by unc· 
other method than that w.hich is boing 
adopted b:.- the farmmg community of 
Queensland. They are gra.dually acquiring 
control of their industry and bailding np 
huge organisations all over ~\uPtralia, v;,Thilst 
on the otlwr hand the large body of workers 
-unionist rnember, to the nurnbcr of oYer 
100,000 registered in Quc;ordand-cannot 
claim ownership of asseh to aw extent what­
over. 

:\fr. CoLLIKS: They 0\\"11 two now. llt'!·"rs. 

Mr. FOLEY: They cpcn f'1"0 newspaper~. 
but that although quite' a ··:m·thy project. 
i.~ different altogether front \VL~tt I have in 
n1lncl. Tho:-;e newspapers are conrlnuall~ 
ach'oca ting the control of i nd m try by the' 
\YorkL'rs, but no :':iP[!::. art being ta kPn b2. th(' 
\vorkers tOY\ ards tlu1· end. PersonallY. I 
claim that co-opnai.ion bY th<o workers. 
a"isted b': the Government· by .,, <1'' of loa.11 
to fmancc their proj.,ct •, wir'l Lri~w about 
the complete control of inductry. \\'P ha·c;,' 
ju other. parts of the \Yorld illu:·trnt-1ur ~ of 
what tho 1.nwkers havC' dotH' by \·.H.\ <d. e:u­
opcration, and it must b0 adrnittcd tb _t 1hc~­
a.rc n1nch n1oro advanc2-d a~ l'~'f.sa .. rd~ th0 {On­

trol of indu~trv t ban \VC in _1.\u::tralia. =\lr. 
Saxton, the n'e,vlY-elcctPd .idcnt of thL' 
British lo-opcrf~tiYe Se In hl:-3 
inaugural spccc,h, gives a ourlir:-:: of 
the assets the \vorkcrs ha,·~~ bnjlt l!ll in 1hP 
British Isles. Ht• i thus n·poeted- ~ 

" In a fc\v brief be n·<tced 
the g-rmYth of the mm-emcnt. 
To-rla~,, it ha~ ovtT a-half n1illions 
members. Its share capit .. 1 in 1922 was 
£81.629.702; and its retail trad<: amounted 
to £169.582.357 · h;Jot at that time its 
stock was valued n.t £33.049.622: whiln 
the rescn-c funds wPre £10,912.636. and 
the nC>t surplus £15.199,008. The• total 
nurr1bcr of workers ,,, a;0: 100,195." 

I have helT also son1e otht-'r inforn.1J..tion fron1 
another source, but it is rat.hor longer than 
the extract that I have read. It points out 
that, although the movement has been a long 
while in bui"lding np tlw as;cts which I hctYC 
HJentioncd. Btjll their n1agnitudr is evidence 
that workers have son1c ;::a.:· in thr carrying 
on of the Lusinc·,s con~erns Cl! the l'nited 
Kingdom. 

There is another point tlnt I would like to 
bring forwhrd an.J. emph'1 ··is,,· Per~or..aLy 
I believe it is true. vvnile a\.tonding a le,:t",-'' 
on co~opcrution 111any years ago nt L;t: 
SoC'ialist.,,' Hall in S,-dney I hoard r.n ttdYo­
catc (lf co-opcrntion tryii1g to convince tlJc~ 

1J.1 r. F oley .1 
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-.ucialist movom0nt in ?\c\.Y f.!-Jnth \YaJ0- 1lu:t 
co-opcr,1,tion 1vas the best nwthoJ :or th0111 

10 a{lopt. Ho ftated that. if the nnion:,t of 
Audr::Iia ere to pay their yc<trly \\·ag't'S ovPr 
th0 counter~ of their O\Yn ro-npPrati\~' rl'Ltil 
:-;tares, they would accumulate in twt·l :::- and 
a-half years sufiicient funds and ·J.,,~.-'l'Yt~S io 
acquire the y,,hole of the l'Ptail di:s!·rilnlti11

1
.!.' 

and productive ageurios of Aush·i~ li.1. That 
1va s a big statC'n1cnt tD nu: kP, hut l1(~ br1t"Pd 
11is statPnH~nt on the progre· . .-:. lH~l•lc' by 1hl' 
f'o-operative InovcnH~nt in All2.1 ·c1\;.:·c. \YlH·!l 
i1 i~ '111 analysed, it is fouucl to be not ~ud1 
a ~Teat sctcrifico on the part of lhe lCJO.OOO 
unio11I:3ts ju Quc'.nsland to contrilm1·'"} t{ \Yard::: 
this end so as to acquire. first, th" co· 
Oi)C'l'ativo rct,tii agencirc thrc.n-" lFJut Qnr ._'11:3-
!and, and later, as their a':i~•'ts u.nd l'(',';cn·cs 
grow, to go further ]nto the co-operative 
arPn&. .A .. lcv~. of 3d. per 1St)(•k wcuJ,d rai~·~ 
£25.000 in a J'<'ar. ancl that ,um. u!, idif,pd 
bv the Govcnun0nt on a o-th; rcl lw.--.is hv 
\\~ay of a. ]oan, lVOtdd give them il f•on-.,irl_t 1:_ 
'"ble · um and ,a good kick off. If theY were 
to lt~YY -on then1sch-cs a shillin~~- lH'l' ('('k. 
t],ev \\·ould rai;>c £100.000 in th., v<:ar. and 
that :;;nn1, :-.ubsicli·-0d b:v the liovernit~r nt on a 
1To-tltird hasiB by wav of a 1oa.ll. y·oulc~ _~,'i\·e 
them £300.000. \; hich. would b'' :, Y,'Y:V c-on· 
,;dcrable wm and would go far towards 
giving· the workPr~ a step in the direction of 
the c)bjt_ctive of tl~':: Labonr wove1ncnt in 
.\ustralia. 

Se·~ing that I haYC' rcfprrcd i.T' the Council 
of Agric-u!tnl\~ and the cffor't, of the GoY('l'll­
lllC'JJL in appointing that Couucd for Llu~ pnr­
rn..oP of putting thP- farrnPl'S ;Jli 1 b rig;d· 
road co-operatively throughout Queensland-;t 
i., al~o l'eco;;ni~cd that the fannt..~rs thf'Hl~eh·es 
:1rc doing good -work through th(~ {'onncil of 
~\Q.Ticnlturc-I -,,:ouLl .a~k -what i.:-~ 'vronp; -;,virh 
rl~(~ cstablishnH::nt bv the GovcrJJHL~lH ·of an 
Indmtrial Council 'composed of rcp1·0 · 'nl a­
tive.j frorn our industrial org·a1~1:-:atlons for 
r he purpose of first confining its act i\·i tit:s 
n'.:tinl-. to prJpaganda, orgnnic.·1h:.Jn, i nYr .:,tJ­

gatiot~. and acting in an advi:3o:..·v cap<l('it~· 
'to the Government in contwction with 
nn:: rrojects that :rnay be reCOY!llt,('n.ded '? I 
think it \..;. llp to the Gov(-rnn1eni· ~f'rion~ly tn 
consider so1nething along tho~f' !i.n(''~. Th,. re 
is no g8tting a'vay frnm the fnct· thn.t the 
Financial Statement as prP ·'llti d l,:v 1lw 
Trcasu.r0r gives fDod for ,s,:ri·,)q:;:; ihr;up;ht., and 
the mnn:' one anaJyt-)08 it the~ 1norc onP reco.s-­
ni~f'" that ;.;on1cthin!;' bas got to lJe done rf 
<H' intend to advance an,· further tmYards 
the ohjt:_ciivc of unioni~n1 and labour 
v·Pnf'nt1ly in .. :\ ustra 1 i a. 

The hon . .lncnlbcr for Enoggcra maclr: some 
,·emrrr:<s concerning· the Blair Athol colliery. 
I do not intcnc1 to deal <<ith his remarks, 
but I would point out that, one of tho things 
lht<t cCJuld ·be attended to by the GoYernment 
>~nd '' hich Vi-~oulrl. have a hig- hearing upon 
-"-he, ftnancP~ o£ the State in the near futuro 
i th0 huilchng up of an export co:cl trade. 
Cp to date it has been practi,all:v. imposoible 
fo·· the Gm,nr.mC'nt to act. and 1t has also 
lJccn imno ... sible for the nYining companies 
t') rlo rn;~rh :in that rt'"PCct. As rncntionc;l 
lv; the hon. member for Enoggcra. Blan· 
l,:thol has one of the largest coal seams in 
the world. On investigation I find that the 
,·cports of th2 General.Manager of Railwac·s 
in C0ntr&l Queensland are in fayour of the 
us0 of Styx Hivcr and Barahba coal as 
:u:;ainst Blair Athol coal for th" Rock­
hitmpton depOt. I am not going- to argne 
that matter just now; but I would point out, 
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as I haYI.~ elnph,tsi:--wd before in this Chaml)Pr. 
that it is possible to produco coal from that 
r;eunl ·at a ycry lo\v cost. VVith some af,<;;ist­
anu~ fron1 the Government bv \\7 av of a 
rebate on freights. or a further' rNluction in 
freights so "' t{) enable coal to be landed 
at port b:c <Yay of a trial, we could then 
see if it is poc -ible to build up an export 
tracle, which I fPcl sure would be a good 
moYe fDr Quc0nsland gr:nerall.y. Tho~o who 
han• followed up thP export trade of 
AmNica and how it was built up oYer a 
1nunber of years until it practically equal~ 
the coal trade of the L;nite.l Kingdom can 
easily the adyantagcs that would accrue 
tv this gt.atc. At the present time ;r,c an:­
receiYinc; no royalties whatever on export 
nal from the Blair Athol coal, seam. and 
\\·r: nre only recPiving ro: a1ty on a. fe"· 
thousand tons in connection with the local 
coal trade. The GoYcrnment could casih· 
forfeit bv v:ay of reduced freights the ro< ai­
tics that' the~ would receive if a hig CXJJOrt 
coal trade could be built up from some port 
in Qnoemlancl. That is the only hope for 
that pnrtion of the State. If something is 
not donp, along those lines, Blair Athol 
might as well ;.,lose up altogether, becans<' 
nt the nrF;ent time i.t i~ liYi.ng in ,!niser~~ on 
Cl~C' (Jav:s work a WPCk. The onlv ,«olutioll 
fo,. Blair Athol is the building ·L1p of an 
export trad0 with the East. :Mr. Cohen, in 
his addr<'SB h••re last wc~k pointed out thP 
ach~ant-ugc~ of organisation in f'onne-ction 
<>ith the buil.din{! up of a trade with thP 
E~Cst. Dm·ing· hi' addrees he mentioned thP 
coal trade, and pointed {)Ut that it wa' 
possible to place largo supplies of coal in the 
C' stern 1na.rkets provid0d there 1.'\'as an 
organisation to do it. \Yith 5ome a;;<"'istancc 
from the: Government, and with an effort on 
th part of the mining cornpaniPs at Blair 
,\thol in the direction of a rodnction in the 
proclncti•m cost,, I feel confident that an 
<'xport trade can be built up which would 
mean a big- thing for the State and "ould 
}Hn~,e a big bearing upon any future Fjnancial 
Statement. 

At tlw pro· enl time a good deal is being 
don0 3nd ,mid in unjon circles in connection 
wi1h the unemployment problem. I under­
stand that some steps arc being taken to 
hold a conference to soe if it is not possibh' 
to lav down eome df'finitc nlan fol· pn o,pnta­
tion 'to the GovC'rnnwnt wh<>reby this proh· 
!cm can bo solved. PPrsona llv. I wish them 
lhc- best of luck in their deliberations, but 
I want to sav that I have rertd quite a 
llurnher of hooks authored lw mastor minds 
on social proble1ns, and the" 1Inernn]o~,_''1Pnt 
problem r.pp0ars to me to be:1t the whole lot 
of them. and how it is po"ible for uB to solYc 
it compl0tely I do not ~now, though it mav 
bP po~sibl0 to do f'mn0tl11ng- to•,Tard;;; rni!limif:l­
ing iho effect. The Unemployed_ \Vorkcn 
InsurancP Act has n{) doubt ass1skd con­
f;idcrablv in rrdnimifiing the cffpct of unPnl­
ploymo~t in tlw communitv, but I thi_nk 
more could be done bv the Government w1th 
ro-opC'l"ntion on the 'part of tho workers. 
when the position is favourable, in the direc­
tion of carrying out irrigation V\~orks, anrl 
at the completion of that work those engaged 
thcrcon could be established at the pl.ace 
instead of having to leave thP job and go 
on the lmernployod market as J·hey have to 
do at present. 

I understand that a scheme was presented 
to a previous Government ~y o_ne of their 
irrigation experts under 'vhK'.h 1t wa~ pro­
posed that through .a co-operative arrangP-
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rncnt henvccn tho workers and d10 G ovcrn~ 
mcnt ::'Oinething could be don£: along these­
linos. That appears to me the most practical 
IYav of dealing with the unemplo0·nwnt difii­
cultv. \Vhilo I do not ,_, rrree with i hG hon. 
1nernbPr~ opposite in iherr r(1 marks on the 
:adrninist~rution of the Govornn1cnt. I hav·O 
al- least to abTOe -with them up to a point. 

OrPOSITIOor ME}IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

:>Ir. FOLEY: The administration of the 
Governrnent, howcyor, is n1uch bott0r than 
it hn:-: hcl'n under prcYious GoYl'rnnwllis. 

1-{on. J,L t). 1\.rnvvA:-.r: ~o "honr. hears! " 
tlO\Y. 

J'vh. FOLEY: I earn{·qt[y sug-gnt to tho 
Goy cmmcnt that some steps be taken in the 
Dcpa rtmcnts of Public \Yorks and Railwa_y ·, 
HYtcl othp~· departments, too, .alollg the lines 
adopted in various parts of I3ritai:J to-day. 
There arr, in existence there bodies that ar·e 
known ;;-s shop stewrrrd comrnittc("J. The 
1110\.C'L:( :1t is approveJ o£ by the: Labour 
movcnlen;-, and is doing a great deal of good 
·work f(\-~" the union moyemcnt in bettr'ring 
! b.c• coucl~tions of the \Yorkmen in the \York­
-.hop~. 1 do not ::tl'gw" that by giYing tho 
·;m·kl'r.;; ··,rmJe sa-:· in the control of indu~trv 
it i:-; ;;oinF solve tho uncrnplo:nnent prob-
!c•In; hnt ha vo menticmcd tll(~ fact as a 
tep that can. be taken toward" Get' ring tho 

arlrnini·tration of this State bv the GO\·ern-
mcnt, " Hl we could advance _t· groat deal in 
Jha1 dirretion by giving· the \Yorker~ 
r·mphvecl by the Government a sharr• in the 
cnutrol of the \VOrk on similar lines to thoso 
.,hieh btYI' been adophd by the Gon,rnment 
and private concerns in Great Britain. 

:\lr. Kl:\!G (Logan): I quite agree with 
the ho;L rnemher for Leichhardt, who stated 
that thn Financial State1nont giYcs us very 
"'rious food for thought. It is refreshing to 
lmo.r an hon. member on the Government 
'ide cay that there is plenty of room for 
improv<'ment in the administration by the 
( ~O\'Pl'l11llCnt. ' 

0J>POSITTON J'vlEc!BERS: Hear, hPar! 

l\Ir. KING: I ha.-e not onlv carefullv 
rwruscd the Financial Stateme'nt, but I 
listcuccl attentively to th" Treasurer when 
he was d 0 livcring it. I regret to say that in 
it I cannot find any hope for comfort so far 
as the future progress or developmPnt of this 
SLdc ;:-; concerned. The!'e is no progressive 
policy outlined in it for thG establishment of 
•cecondary industric., or tho development of 
the primary industries of the State. \Ve 
have, on the one hand, the Secretary for 
_:-\g-ricu1ture, as ~\cting Pre1nier, stating that 
the futurP success of the State depends upon 
the en cc uragcn1ont of tho prin1ary industries. 
anc1 on the other hand the Secretary for 
}IitH'~ H'Inarking in tho course of an inter­
,·iew in SydneJ' that cmr only hope of salva­
tion is in the encouragement of our secondary 
industries \V e want to encourage to the 
utmost of our powers both our primary and 
'econda ry industries if we desire to make any 
rrogr.es;:; \vhatever. There doe:-1 not socrn 
from 1 h•' Financial S'tutement to be any 
prospect of lessened taxation on the ah·eady 
overburdened taxpayer, but on the contrary 
jt scck3 to i1npose n1ore taxation. The 
Gov.crnn1rnt -do not semn to possess any pTO­
~l'e'Sive policy with respect to the require­
ments of the local aqthorities for the develop­
ment of their areas and the carrying out of 
their pt·oper functions. 'The Financial Stat-e­
ment is u. drab and colourless one, and does 

not in any deg-rcr' coincide \Yith the policy 
put forward by this socialistic Go.-ernment 
when scr,king the suffrage" of the people. 
It shows that thev find tr"cmscl.-cs up ag-Jinst 
a financial brick 'wall. Late in the day they 
lwvc found that thrJir extra vagancc apd 
financial prof!igac:c have lead to the only 
d ad-end possible. They rw1v practically 
admit that the·; have come to the limit of 
i heir powers of taxation and can hleed the 
laxpayl_'l~ no 1noro. In lS03 the Philp_ Govern­
~nr\nt brought down c~rtain taxation pro­
tJosals. amongst which wac one which had .for 
ih purpose increasing the stamp duties from 
1d. on a gr..tduatcd scale up to 6d. The 
matter \venl" to a vote, :tnd the Philp GoYorn­
Tnent only had a rnajority of hvo, the voting 
being ~3 ·to 31. There were no proxit>s then 
in cxict.pnco. The Government under those 
rircun1stances \\ ould not carry on with a 
majoritv of two. How very different to ihe 
present" Government ! On that occasion the 
Government hoped to raise a little extra 
n1oney by increasing the taxation on r-eceipts, 
and here we have a similar proposal. The 
Government in 1 hj~~ instance hopf~ to raise a 
littlo extra n1onev, estimated at son1c 
£25,000. by incrcas"ing the ~tamp duty on 
cheque forms. It is quite possible that what 
happ,,nc-d in 1903 may happen hero. S_mall 
bccrinnjnn·s verv often have largo ondrngs. 
\Y~ do 1~t kno'w bt1t what this little bit of 
inrrc a sed taxation mav briug about the do\vn­
fall of the Govemrnent later on. This 
increased taxation is trivial, and is going to 
pnt a tax on the thriftv man and small trader 
who happen to have a banking account. It 
i~ not going to affect the la rgc finann al 1nan 
to any g1cat extent. 

The fmancial year showed a small credit 
balance of £12,707. The Secretary for Puhl~c 
Lands, ~ .. d1o 1-vas ...._1\cting Prcrnier when th~s 
re:-'Jlt was announced, cornmcnt"d on thrs 
wonderful surplu•· and sought tD derive a 
rrroat deal of s.ttisfaction as a rnult. He, 
l~oweYer admitted that care and prudence 
1\'ould l;avc to be exercised in the future. 
His ide-a of prudence and mine may not 
agree. He would ha Ye us believe. that his so­
called prudence has hcen pract1sed by the 
Government in its wild, reckless, orgy of 
maladministration of the last nine years. 
I am afraid that the majority of s:en~ible 
busincs.s n1cn ,vou1d not agTce with lns 1dea 
of prudenc~ if it involve:::> a continuation of 
that policy. 

I want to show how this wonderful surplus 
has been bronght about. J,a, t yEar the 'l'rea­
mrPr 0stimated the revenue would be 
£13,064,100, while he actually received 
£13,428,039. 'fhat showed an excess of 
reconue ov~r the estimate of £363.939. The 
cxpcnditure was estimated at £13,057,063, 
while the amount actually expended wa,; 

£13,415,332. That shows an 
[11.30 a.m.] excess of expenditure over the 

estimate of £358.269. The Trea­
surer went all astray in both estimates, and, 
if the estimate of revenue had heon anywhere 
near the mark. the result would have been a 
deficit of £351.232, because the eo,timated 
revenue wtts £13,064,100 and the actual 
cxpendit11re was £13,415,332. 

The TREASURER: On the same as,,umption. 
if we had realised the actual revenue and 
kept within the estimated expenditure we 
would have had a surplus of £370,000. See 
how foolish the argument is ! If we had not 
received higher revenue we would not have 
incurred higher expenditure. \Ve have met 

JJ[r. 1{ing_] 
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nrtain charg:0s. Apparently the hon. gentle­
man did not listen to or read the Financial 
Stat0ment. The matter is set out quite 
clearly there. 

Mr. KING: On such a basis it '"ould have 
meant deficits of over half a million in two 
years. 

The TREASDRER: If certain eventualities 
had happened, we might have had either 
£1,000,000 of a deficit or a surplus. 

l\fr. KING: Deficits have certainh· been 
the rule of the present Government.· Only 
in six departments has expenditure been cur­
tailPd and boon less than the previous year, 
while there are increases due to railway 
activities and the constanilv increasing 
interest on the public debt. Added t-o the 
departmental outlays and intr>reet on the 
public debt, expenditure from Trust accounts 
to the extent of £6.642,000. and £4,650.000 
from the Loan Funds. we find that the Go­
vernment have boon 1·esponsibk during the 
last twelve months for the disbursement or 
nearly £24,750,000, the greater part consti­
tuting additional burdens on the unfortunatP 
taxpayer, I have a table showing-

1914 
1924 

TAXA~'ION PER HEAD. 

£ 
1 
4 

-<. rl. 
8 0 
9 2 

An increa":e of nearly 216 per cent. 

Let us '80 for a moment how the record 
of taxation has been increased. The follo\\-­
ing list will be of interest:-

IxCREASE IN TAXATIOX. 

RECORD Ol>' TAXATIOX. 

1906tol91:\. l\115 to 1\l~J. 

1906-07 
1907-08 
1908-119 
1909-10 
1010-11 
1911-1Z 
101~-1:1 
1918-14 
1914-15 

Tohls for 
9 ye.-~rs 

£ £ 
540,7:>7 1 !l15-16 ].J;J5.:J58 
52£>,541 1010-1 7 J ·~~-!,?~~ 
535,1\l-t. !!117-18 ],161,.~.Jt) 
584,007 HHS-1 n ~. 772,:3(;;) 
H87,1 D6 1 01 0-~0 :3)~:2:-{, 7 -t.G 
787,577 10:20-:2 J :),Elt=\:2,64:2 
B06,G77 10:21-:Z:Z :),4:20.20() 
RR7, 7nt~ 1D2:Z-2:3 :),~:W,8bJ 
9;)4,-1:"')7 10:2;)-:.?,J :).(Jl/,~01 

Total>; for 
G.290,171 0 yctrs :Z-J-,H27 ,Gi-t. 

Estimatrd taxation for 1D2J-2.} £:l.7G!J,UOO 

That is a record of taxation which showi 
an 1ncrPasc in those nin(~ vcars front 
£6,290,174 to £24,927,674-a , tremendous 
1ncreaso. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 

}lr. KE\G: That is a p:reater taxation 
than the people of Queensland can carry. 
The Tn~an1rer no\\ says that ho is going to 
raise a fnrther sum of £350.000 bv additional 
taxation through increased fares ,;nd freights. 
and a further £25,000 from persons. as I 
have said before, who arc thrifty and have 
a banking account. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Persons owning cheque 
books. 

Mr. KING: The polic} of the Govern­
nwnt should be to use loan money for repro· 
ductivc "arks and the reduction of taxation, 
according to the plank of their platform. 
I shall quote a list of loans, the amount of 
interest on loan expenditure 'vhich has had 
to be paid out of Consolidated Revenue-

Period 1906-15 
Period 1915-24 

[Mr. King_ 

£ 
3,689.585 

15,757,835 

During the period the present G<>,·ernmcal 
haYe been in office the public debi ha· 
increased from £52,000,000 in 1915 to­
£91,000,000 in 1924. That shows an inct·C'ase 
under socialistic rule of neariy £40,000.000. 
The Government have set thewselvcs an 
<'Xpcnditun' of £5,000,000 per annum from 
loan monev. If that policy of expending 
£5,000,000 of borrowed monCJ per annurn 
at. a cost of 6 per cent., with approximatel0 
the same returns as at present, is continued, 
at the end of five years the approximate 
additional charge on the rovenu · >vill he 
£900,000. 1'\early £1.000,000 of c,1otwv! 

Just a word about our railways. 
l:ndoubtecllv before this Governnwnt came 
into povverv our raihYays were practicall~v 
our biggest asset. \Ve know that the last 
Secretary for Railways prior to the itdYettt 
of this Government left a surplus of £49,000. 
The railways \Vcre then paying a fair rate 
d interest. The conditions arc far diffNcnt 
nn\v. The following figures sho\r thr• com­
JHlrativo construction of railways:~ 

1906-1915, total number of miles 
nnstructed 

Average nu1nber of mile-s per 
annum ... 

1915-1923. total number of miles 
con~~ructed 

AYerngc nu1nber of milt·~ Pt'l' 
annun1 

1,701 

213 

1.067 

194 

The raihYay deficits have mount• .J np 
vc,n after vear. For the nine years aflcr 
l906 there ,,:as a net deficit of onlv £220,000 
That \vas under Liberal a·chninistrP tio11. For 
t.hc following nine years, 1915-1924. under 
Labour il{~_n1ir_istration. \I'O have a 11et dcfic-ii 
uf £11,5tl0,000. 

Thf' df'f'Jclt:-; utnlf'r thC' Lalvur .-\d1ni·Ji ~rr:t 
tion \vcre~ 

1915-1916 
1916-1917 
1917-1918 
1918-1919 
1919-1920 
1920-1921 
1921-1922 
1922-1923 
1923-1924 (approximate) 

£ 
sos.?q 
73VC.~ 

1.028.002 
1,-+21.32:: 
1.229,579 
1, 739,475 
1,743.370 
1,475.192 
1,622,449 

rrota 1 for nino ~·ears £11,51)5,033 
1\.lr. FARRELL: That is because LhP 1vorkPI':' 

e:;ot an inrrP1"£' in wage~. 
:\Tr. KI:'\G: Tt cortainlv has 1' t m 

c::-~tcmdiug dw railwa~,T syStt>-nl, nor effi~i-
ency cith,'r. During the last financid yt':n· 
the department earned a rcvenuP of 
£5,684.653 for an expenditure of £~.990.749. 
leaving onl:, £693,904 to 1ncet a-n intcre~t 
bill of £2.316.353. 

'rho Govr-rnrnent propose to L' rail~ 
\;·ay far('~ by 7~ per f'nnt. nnd fn_,ig,ht-
jn somn directions b:· 20 per cnnt. 'rhe fol~ 
]owing table shows hov. this 7~ per. cent. 
workr: out, :::U)\ b?hve~n here u.r:.J C1evo­
lanrl:-

1 

I 
w 
~c) "". o·. 

~o 

·~~ ~~ 
C'~ 
L 

I '-

I c. i r;. ~ 
Melbourne Street to I i I 

Cleveland- I s. d. s. d. 

I 2nd class siugle fare 2 z jz 5 0 11 ~ 
2nd class r('turn .. ~ !l 

I i 2 I) 11 
Week-elH! fare 

I 
:J 0 4 I 0 11 

Platform ticl<els 0 2 I 0 3 I 0 ::;o 
-'------~ 
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If the increased raihvav fares are to be on 
the same basis all over 'the State it is going 
to be crlmething vitally different from the 
increa .c of n per cent. mentioned by thr· 
Treasurer. I suppose the increase ·will "\York 
out at 11 per cont. or 12 per cent. 

:\1r. FARRELL: The mctropolitan people arc 
i u ~t verT: favourable position as con1pared 
1\ ith the country people. 

:\Ir. KI?\G: I do not think the metro­
politan people are in an:, better position at 
all. I arn quoting second-class fan',~,, and you 
will find that this is going to hit pretty hare! 
the worker who prefer' to live at \Y:·nnnm 
o. 1vithin an e:csv clist.mco of the citY. I 
do uot think it is- a fair ~..-barge. · 

l\Ir. F.IHRELL: Jf YOu take a similar clis­
hlnro in the conniry, you ,,·ill flud the increase 
j., ~till greater. 

1\Ir. I\.:ING-: The incrca~' will be grcat0r 
there, and I think this action is in the wrong 
direction. It 11 ill realise practical!) only a 
small amount. bnt it is going- to hit the 
"·orkcr a good deal harJcr than is generally 
llllclerst0-od. 

Mr. HAR'l'LEY: Ycu wa.nt big wrplnsc' and 
('h<•ap fares. 

1\fr. I(I:\G: I 1.\ ant alJ thP snrpluscs we 
can get, and I 1vant the cheapest fare~ \Ye 
('an vet combined with efficiency. 

Mr. HARTLEY: They \cill ha Ye to l'"Y for 
f;t'rvicp~ rendcrC'd. 

At 11.45 a.m., 
l\fl'. F. A. CooPER (l1rn1" r). one of tho 

panel of '1\~n1porary ChairnlPll, rclicve·d th0 
Chainnan in the chair. 

J\Ir. KI::'\G : Tho hon. nwnJbcr for \\'ar­
rogo spoke a.bout tho l<''{rtc,•· of the Tory 
Govcrnrncnt. and he 1wice Inrule nsc of the 
f'.'qH'eB:;;lon '·a bad old leg~cv." I \Y:_Lnt to 
quote th0 fi;_nres in regard tn this lrgacy of 
loan indebtedness to sho\; hat it as beioro 
this GoYcrnment c U11P prn-;-cr. r_rhc 
follo1Yiug ta blc sho1vs holY t hf' loan nJoncy 
\:a~ ~pent by the pr-P\·;ons Ad1ninistration-

Rnih1. a vs 
Trn!nisrl:~tti< n 
I-farb~ur- and RiYCl'3 

Elcctl'io 'l'clcgr. ph 
vYa tor Supply aml Sewer­

ago .. 
Loans to local boui<'s 

(other than hr \Yatr•r 
Supply) 

Public Building> 
Public Hoads 
Dnfenco 
Other 

£ 
36.379,449 

2.763.070 
2.443.822 

996,587 

2.121.403 

2.741,219 
1.726.229 

932.103 
363,084 

1.803.707 

Total '" £52.270,763 

Can any body 'aY that that money was not 
wdl spont? Was it not justified? Having 
re1:rn rd to thr c~,-wc]oprncnt up to nine yoa1·~ 
ago, I 1vould like to know how Queensland 
would hcn·e developed had that money not 
boon wiwly -pent. \Vhen the Labour Go­
nJrnmr nt came into pm; er they did not find 
Qncensland a barren waetn 11 ith nothing done. 
\Vo 1vcrc ; prog·ro~Bi·ve ar:d growing com­
rnunit¥,~. Onr natural r. ~ourccs were \vell 
,]o,·olopcd: :,<'t t,l1e hon. mcmlw,· for 
\Vur0go cannot understand whY there was a 
lc•gacy of loan indebtcdncs , Did ho think 
for a moment that all this progress could 
bavc boon brought about without any ]oa.n 

expenditure whatever? That "as a vcrv 
r::ecessary expenditure in connection lfith 
work done by past Governments. 

Eyerv-onB must admit that one of the finest 
pieces of legislation ever brought in by an,. 
Government was the Workers' DcYollings Act. 
That the pre.-ious Government g:li'e every 
C"lconra.gomt>nt to persons 1vho df "ired to 
build theiJ· own homes is Rhown by the fact 
that in 1914-1915, 1,586 homes v;ero con­
strncted nndor the Workers' Dwellings Act. 
Since the present Administration took office 
the number of houses built under the 
\Vorkers' Dwellings Ad has been consider­
ably less, as is indicated by the fc,llowing 
table:~ 

Year. 

1915-1916 
1916-1917 
1917-1913 
1918-1919 
1919-1920 
1920-1921 
1921-1922 
1922-1923 

Xnmber of 
completed 

hou~c\3. 

·1,069 
632 
345 
252 
344 
500 
290 
609 

l\lr. FARRELL: \Yhat about workers· homes·: 

:\lr. KIXG : I will give the hon. member 
a little about the workers' homos direct],-. 
From 1910-11 to 1914-15~a period of fivo 
year".-tho previous Liberal Adn1inistration 
erected 5,014 buildings~an a.-erago of 1,003 
per annum. The hon. member asked on 
Friday last if we could point to any year in 
'"hich 1,000 workers' homes were erected, and 
I h::-Yc oivcn hitn those fi.rr-urc::; as cYirlcnce. 
From 19b15-16 to 1922-23, or a period of eight 
~\cars, under the present .Admini·;tration­
the term I mentioned preYiously W.'s fiY<' 
vcars~'he number erected was 4,041, the 
ayerage per annum being only 505, or half of 
what the proYions Liberal Government had 
done ln a tnnn of five years a,., co1upared 
1rith eight year'3. 

}Ir. FAHRELL: They V\ ere fl ve years of war. 

:\Ir. KIJ'\G The wm· is over, and 0 om· 
bc,t voar since the war lws unh been 609~ 
that ~as lac;t year. . 

Mr. F'RRELL: The cost of material has 
gone up. 

l\1r. KING: I know that perfectly well. 
The \Y orkcrs' Homes Act was passed in 
::'\ovembcr, 1919, but nothin.c- was done in 
1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, or 1923 ror that matter. 

1\lro HARTLEY : Y cs, there was. You should. 
110t run away with that idea. They were 
putting them up. 

::vtr. KING: In reply to a question asked 
by the hon. member for Toowong on 31st 
.Julv 1923 the Treasurer stated that the 
nuu"1ber of' applications reorived for workers' 
homes was 182 of which 139 were approved. 
The number of houses completed was " nil" ; 
thf' numboY of houses in course of erection at 
30th ,J unc, 1923. was 28; and the total esti­
mated cost of h·ouses in course of erection at 
30th J nnc, 1923 (excluding land), was £14,853. 
That v·as four vears after the Act had been 
passed. · 

Mr. FABRELL: The Act had been in cpera­
tion five months. 

Mr. KING: \Vhy was it not in operation 
before? 

:\fr. HARTLEY: Nearly all the homes on a 
part of the range at Rockhampton are 
workers' dwellings. 

iJJr. Kinr;.J 
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Ml'. Kii\G : I now want to rcfN to the 
advances tc local al!tltoritios. The Financial 
Statement mentions a sum of £700.000 for 
local bodies. The Government are continn­
ally finding fault with the loco.! authoritic·; 
for not carrying out their functiorh properly. 
The Government admit the nece ,ity for the 
local authorities to have loan money for 
roads, draiLLge. health, and general utilit:-· 
purpose', but apparent!, they are incompe­
tent to aesist the local authorities. \Vhy >vill 
tho GovcrnnH:-nt not enlarge the borrowing 
powers of local authorities, so that, if they 
cannot get tho n1oncy from th·, GoverLmpnt. 
they rnay get it fron1 other sourrcs and be 
able to function properly, inste.1d of being 
r·cstricted and hampered in the work which 
they wish to carry out? It is a sorry position 
for any Gm·ernment to be in; but whilst 
they recognise that £1,500,000 is required to 
enable local authorities to carr" out imme­
diate works, tho Government cftn onl;, gjyc 
them facilities to get half that amount. The 
local authoriti€s cannot carrv out their 
duties. I want to compare the advances 
made b,· this Government with the advanu.s 
made by the previous Gm·ornmcnt for a 
con·c"::~ponding period in proportion to the 
total cxpenditnro on public worh. 

The TRtU,SURER: \\Thy not make an actual 
eornpari:o·on between the aTnonnts ;_u{yanccd by 
this Government and those advanced bv 
prcviou.-3 Goverrunont,, for local authoritY 
\VOI'k? 

i'vir. KlXG: This is a fair comparison. 
It is the total expenditure on public works. 

The Tm:;suRER: There is the same number 
-of local o.uthorities now as there was then. 
·why not make " comparison between the 
amount, advanced by the pre,·ious Go.-ern­
mt'nt and thi. Government? lt is so easy to 
compan' the actual amounts advanced this 
year CJ.nd last ,-car. but why not compare the 
1noney advanced by previous Goycrnn1ents 
fo1· local :wthority purposes with the amount~ 
advanced by thi" Gover11ment? 

:VIr. KING: I think I am perfectly ju-ti­
ficd in the method I am takin:. 

The Tnl''>S'CRER: It is not an honest com­
parison. Th0 hon. member knows, for 
instan:e, that we expanded £700,000 la·,t 
year m cannection with advancps to local 
authorihc c, and the general GoYcrnmcnt ex­
rense··· were so much. 'iV ould not that be a 
fair con1pari~:wn to make·: 

;:vir. KING: I would not my that. 

The TRr'SURER: You have the figures. If 
the hon. member tries to work it out in 
proportion, he. will have to take all other 
accounts, such a<:: soldier scttlcn1cnts and 
public works expenditure. 

}Jr. KI::-JG: This ;, public ,.orks expen­
diture that I am basing my con1parison on. 
I think it is a fair comparison. 

The TREASURER: I think it is an unfair 
con1parison. 

Mr. KING : The total expenditure on 
public \\·ork~ for a period of seven years to 
1916 was £12,474,574, and the .amount lent 
to local bodies for that period £739.388. 
being a percentage a£ 5.9. For the seven 
years ended 31st December, 1922. the total 
f'xpcndituro on public works was £19,295,664. 
u nd the amount lent to local bodi€s for that 
period wrro £765,531, or 3.9 per cent. 

The THEASTCRER: In connection with public 
~yorks rxpcnditurc there ·was la:-;t yC'ar a sum 

[Jlr. King. 

of £496,000 spent on m<tin roads, which does 
not figure in the earlier y0ar~. That has to 
be taken into account. It is really local 
authority expendiiure. 'The basis of com­
parison tho hon. n1e1nbcr is taking is really 
unf<tir. The hon. member ought to be fair 
wheu making a. con1parison between the two 
periods. A considerable portion of the 
£496,000 \YUS out of loan. 

Mr. KIXG: It was a grant from the Corn­
Juan wealth. 

'l'ho TREASUHER: It was not a grant from 
the Connno1:nvcalth. There was .an expendi­
ture in Queensland la.st year of £496,000. It 
i,' giycn in the Fi11ancial Statcnwnt. 

Mr. KING: I now want to deal with 
prjnutry production generally. rrhe Secretary 
for Public Lands, ,,-hen replying en the want 
of confidence Inotion, said that the success of 
the State depended on primary production, 
and I ~grce largely with that statement. I 
\Yant to krtow how the Gon?rnmcnt have been 
trying to tlssist primary production. Lot me 
go back to the year 1915, ·"hen a drought 
"''" ra,;ing and cattle were dying. 'l'ho 
Go.-crnmcnt started off to encourage the 
prirnal'y producers by increasing the land 
tax. 1That "\\as tho encouragcrncnt they gaYc. 
It hurt the small farrnt'r and nearly ruined 
the dairyn1an. 

The TREASDRER: The small farmer with 
1GO,On acre .. 

}lr. 1\.:ING: rrho hon. gontlenutn ha.:, D1.Ct 

~01110 of thern. 

The TnE\SURER: The hon. member is not 
giYing his O\Yll opinions. 

:\h. KI"\G: I got this fro"1 the farmers 
in the Logan district, and they make no 
mistake about it. One man said, "If they 
come hero to try and collect the land tax 
from me, I wilt shoot them." They were 
pretty strong about it. It is just as wcl! 
that wo should not forgot these thing,., ana 
that is why I am reminding the Treasurer 
and the people of them. In 1916 they imposed 
ih:>t tax upon stock crossing ihe border in 
flcarch of u.gistr:uent country. 

The TREAScRER: Arc you talking about 
the poor hrmers now? 

:\Ir. KING: This is the wav the Govern­
Inent aRsititt:U primary produCtion. In one 
of the worst droughts Queensland had over 
experienced they seized the farmer's butter 

and compelled him to accept 15s. 
[12 noon] io 32s. per cv: t. lt>ss than he 

could ha ye got in London. In 1920 
i he dairvmcn We r· forced to sell their buttPr 
at cost iwico, and the loss to them, accord­
ing to an officirtl report, amounted to no 
to,, than £242,000. I know perfectly welt 
that the Treasurer would like us to forget 
these thing", but it is our business to see 
that he i.- not allowed to forget them. The 
Govcrmnent also commandeered the primary 
producer's meat for us•J in the State 
butchories at a price 25 per cent. less than 
ihev paid for meat for Groat Britain. Then 
they brought into being the costly Council 
of "\griculture. I do not know whether it 
is going to bring about good results for the 
farmers, but it is going to bring about heav: .. 
lev·i''"· 

Then let us compare the land policy of 
this Government with that of the last Go­
vernment, dealing particularlY with closer 
settlement. The land opened for selection 
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11nclcr the two Admini~trat1•)11S 1v ~s as 
follows 

Tenure. 

At;ricultural farms .. 
At,rricnltnr<ll homesteads 
Free homc·,tead:-; .. 
Gncontlitional ~,elections 
Perpetual lc.tsc 
:-)ernb selection .. 
Pr:ickJy-pe ll' 'clclcctions 

1007-1-L 

Acres. 
4,171.\ ~~,) 

l~!l,O~il 
l2,U1~ 

112,:3:2:-) 
liO.-l~~ 
:lll,~l-l 

5, 7:33.~ ll 

_.\rrcs. 
-l~o.:,on 

;),.:.!:)() 
':wu 

~.til-l 
:2,:!01, 1-tO 

.'lil 
..:., 1/Li,:3~-t 

The TREASURER: The laot Government were 
-nong in giving out prickly-pear land. 

::\Ir. KING: This Government have been 
inst as Arong in giving out prickly-pear land, 
but they will only gi,e a perpetual leasehold 
remxro. I believe that the Govcmmont rocog­
ui'e the seriousness of the prickly-pear 
trouble, and th1,t they arc n1aking an honest 
'ndeaYour to cope \vith it. 

Hon. IV. H. BARNES: They have a prickly­
pear on that side. (Opposition laughter.) 

:VIr. KI::\'G : The total area of land opened 
for closer .. ettlomcnt by the previous Adminis­
tration was 10,240.864 acres, as compared 
with 4,816,417 acres, or a decrease of 
5.423.797 acres under the present Adminis­
tration. 

The TREASURER: Do you not know that 
;Juring the gre'Lter part of our pcnod there 
1vas a 1.var on? 

::\Ir. KING: Now let me giw some figures 
in connection with forfeited selections:-

1916 
1917 
1913 
1Sl9 
1920 
1921 
1922 

No. of Forfeited 
Selections. 

774 
543 
937 

1.013 
1.044 

812 
702 

5.825 
That shows a remarkable record of selec­

tions forfeited in seven vears of Labour rule. 
The Government passed" a Closer Settlement 
.Act. which was supposed to be in the best 
interests of the primary producer. 

Tho 'l'RE>.RuRER: It was supported by the 
l>rimary producers. 

:\Ir. KIKG: Under that mea ·m·c, as under 
other land measures of this Govemmont, 
the only tenure which is possible is perpetual 
]pasehold, and it ;, well under·tood that 
financial institutiOns will not make advances 
nmlor tlnt tenure. And, by the way, we 
'"·ere told the other day by the S-ecretary 
for Public Lands, when a protest was entered 
hv the Opposition in connection with two 
points in regard to the regulations under the 
~ugar \Yorks Act of 1922, that is to say, the 
alten'd basis of rating and valuation~-

The 'l'RF.ISUHER: You must recollc>ct that 
wt' have not altered the b?sis of rating fixed 
h,- tlw Act. vVe have provided for a new 
basis an'(l ne\v rental:::. 

::\Ir. KIXG: I undrrstood that lca,es have 
been g-iven and that the basis had bee-n 
a l tercel afterwards. 

The TRriSVHER: No. 
::\Ir. KI?'iG: That would have boon quite 

<\Hong- if the Government had done it. 

rrho TRK\SCHER: I would not atternpt to 
justify such action. 

Mr. KING: I ,,-ac pointing out in regard 
perpetual leasehold that generally that 

tr:nurc means that everY S('[cctor would havo 
to go to the Governm~nt for advances, be­
cause it i,_ geiPJ'ally undcr-tood that finan­
cial institutions will not lend money on p8l'­
pctnal lea.se tenure. 

The TntcASPHF:E : Thev will lend so soon as 
the se]E,ctor gets his tc'nure for twenty-eight 
...-,·ears. 

" :Mr. KING: I think the hon. gentleman 
will find that the advance i3 made on the 
stol'k and in1provemcnts. 

'I'ho Tn- _,~UREH: ?\o. One·" a m:cn draws 
Lis selection he can obtaill a.:1 ad 1 :1n<'C. 

:VIr. HARrLEY: They a\han< c i1im IEoncy to 
Luy stock 

11r. I([:\"G: Then a n1odgngc i_.; taken 
<li'E'r the stock. 

J\-fr. 1-IARTLEY : The n~ort.~;·tl go is tal.::.:_ .1 on 
tlle lea-se. 

::VIr. KTKG: It i.s not t akc 11 on 1 he loa:"' 
Ht all. I have a lot to Jo wit11 JHortg~tgT 
;:u:d I kllO\V th:1t thev arc :ak0n on the 
, tock and impron'mcnts. L'ndN tlw c\ct I 
h--tve rnentioncd tho sPlcctor .i~ not cnt irelv 
Lis 0\\'11 1r.a•:.ter. lie has to (lUt a c'-->rtai;l 
cl_Crear·t~ under crop-. If he mak~'s default iu 
1hat respect. his selection is liable to for­
fPituro. 

Tho TREASrHER: That is a Yt'rv sJnnd 
polic,_-·, and one ad\·ocatcd by lllil.~JY hon. 
uen1b0rs opposite. 

Hon. J. G. ,\Pl'EL: The troub[,, i that it 
is het1d to direct what crop.s hall be gr-own. 

:Wr. KI::'->:G: In 1914-15 thcr, wore 876.621 
ions of agricultural produce ( dTicd on our 
1·< ihvay~, brinf!ing in a. reveno" of £26-i-.036, 
\':hirh \vorks Dut at th0 rate of t -. per tun. 

ln 1922-23 thc're W!'re 1.191,871 tons caniPd 
OYCP iho t·ailway~, bringing in a rPn'l~uc of 
£5-15,103, \1.-hich works ont at <l ratt\ of 9~. 
2c!. per ton. showing o,n inrrc !SC of 3s. 2d. 
~,or ton. or equal to 52.'] per cent-. 

The rrREA:"::>t:RER: Surt~y the ~lOll. g"C'nth'nHtn 
kno\YS that is :1 fallariou,_; nrgunH•ut. The 
Cornn1issionf'r for Railways httS nointPd out 
t~in1o aucl ugain that you~ haY~ tO take into 
nrcount the class Df produec carried. Some 
classes carr~- a higher freight rate than 
others, and there is certainly a greater 
\uluine of a CPrtain chss Df produre carrif:"d. 

Mr. KU\G: I am quite prep:ned to admit 
that I think the rates in Qnc<->nsland are 
lower than the rates in the other State­
but there has been that incrcacc of 52.8 per 
cent. 

The TREASURER· Ko. The hon. gentlernan 
is wrong. 'The only increase that has taken 
place in recent years on agricultural prrJclucc 
is the 5 per cont. this yea-r. 

Mr. KING: During the period 1907-1914 a 
previous Administration acquired 232,639 
8,cres of !r .. nd for closer settl0ment. That 
a rea includes-

Jimbour 
C:oorov 
Mary;ale 
Widgec 
Inkernutn 

Acres. 
121.061 

5,507 
29,156 
46,827 
80,088 

282.639 

Mr. Kin~!.] 
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The 1'REASURER: Is the- h{ln. gcntl~~:11an 
accusing this GoYernrr~cnt of rnaking tlwsc 
purchaccs? 

Mr. KI:'-JG: No. A preYion' Aclministrn· 
tion made those purchases. The [Jrcsent 
Goycrnment are not a-:- artiYC in acquiring 
land for clusl:r settlen1cnt as preYious GoYC'rll­
Jnents. 

The TREASURER: ="'early eycry o:w of those 
purchases was a rotten 1n·opositiou to the 
State. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Widgec '! 
The TREASURER: \Vc ha Ye had to giyo 

three or four rneasurcs of relief to Jimbour. 
JY1r. Moi~GAN: The GovPrnrncnt aro doing 

that in connection with Mount Hutton and 
CPcil Plainr, 

Mr. KL\G: \Yhat land ha Ye the present 
C-oycrnn1cnt acquired'! 

'I'he TRJ~>.SURER: It is not our policy to buy 
land at a high price from pri,-ate hoiders 
\:h0n \Ve h.1 ye Cro-wn land::.. 

~h. KI"'iG: Hundreds of people arc sing­
iflg out for land and cannot get it. 

The THEAS1iRER: The Go,-ernmcnt ha ye 
opened np 2,000,000 a.cees recently. Send 
thosn people along tu us. 

~Ir KING: In 1914-15 Qucenslaml pro­
duced 155,478,740 lb. of wool, and in 1921-22 
she prod Geed 132,579,733 lb.. or a decrc,tse 
f<'r that l'"riod of 22,899,007 lb. It is a well­
known fac:t that, \vhen thls Goyenlincnt 
('arno into povvcr, they said t1H'Y v;ould 1nake 
the past.oralists squeal. 

The TREAS1iRER: Xo. That ·.tatement was 
attributed to my predecessor, who denied it 
point blank, and hon. ml~Jnl.J1_ r2 OlJpo:-;it" arc 
not generous enough to accept that denied. 

At 12.15 p.m., 
ThP CH.\IRl\IAX l'(h,umed the chair. 

J\!Ir. KI:\G: I did not kno" thar it had 
been dcnild. If the hon. gcntlcnwn 2ay~ 
that it wa; denied, then I acl'cpt hi' :t···,ur­
ance. During eight years prior to 1·l1e 
advent of this Governn1ent the quan1 · t"', of 
,,·ool produced h<td increased by 30 per cent. 
A .. nd, if tht' sarne rate had been Inaintaincd 
until 1923. tlw return from ·,n ·.rl \nmld be' 
nearly £4,000,000 per <tnnum g,caJ-cr. I do 
not want to go into the qt;estion of thP 
ll·ouhiP vdth the pastoral les'"' · I lwow thot 
the 'rr~a jurer had to retire fl'mn a certain 
r qsition. 

ThP T..._,_n\SURER: I mn ~nrnrised ,'lt tho 
hon. gentleman'.;;; argu1ncnts !his mornin!!. 
'rhcy aro not the hon. gf'ntlellHn:l's O\Vll 
ar gun1c11t'< 

;vir. KIJ\'G: Thcv arc. and I am sincere 
in my argnn1c,nt. V 

The Tm:hT;RER: The hon. o·c·ntloman doe" 
not ~ound sincere. ~ 

:VIr. KING: The Treasurer had to retire 
fu·rn a Cf'rtaln positi011, and he cPrtainJv 
had to 1nako concessions to the pastoralists. V 

The TRFASUHER: It SePms I hat tlw hon. 
gQntleman is handling hi.-, l:niQf so badlv 
!J,ca,se he <loe,; not believe in it · 

l\Tr. Kn\G: Notwithstandin.~ that under 
the 1_92Q Act the grazing farmc·rs were 
penahscn to the samo cdcnt as the ]lastoral 
h"~Sl'es tho GoYernn1cnt ha vo rcfust~d to grant 
the ~a me concp<:'.sions to grazing- fanners as 
are boing granted to the pastotalists. Why·: 

[Mr. King. 

I~ not thP S?Tazing farn1cr v.-orth:~" of the 
sarnc jnstief' as the pastor.1l les:::~:e ·~ Ilc ha-" 
· 0 pay a higher rate. I arn pot one of 
those who say that t.he graztng farn1e~· 
~hould not pay a higher rate. I bc•lwve he 
t)hould pay n higher rato. Therf~ IS no 
equali~ati<Jn of ren.t betvecn the p~~ton1 l 
ksscl~ and the grazing farnlc'r; but, 1f ~ny 
cc,ncc-;~ion nt all is Inado to th•--' pr:sto!_·ah~t-;, 
thon the s<tll1P C'Oncession should be nwde to 
the g-raziug farrners. 

rrho rrHEASCBER: The hon. gentleman's OWl! 

Governnieilt i11 1905 did not make tho~e 
conct·<s'3ions. r:I'hcy gaYc protection to the 
pastoral lessees and not to tho gTazHlf.!: 
farmers. 

Hon. J. t+. APPEL: That GoYerrunl'nt " 
kept iu oflice by Labour support. 

The TREAScRER: The hon. I(Cntkmaa Io 

cmly trying to stall off the qucHion. 

c\1r. KI::'\G: Any concessior.s that \vc•rc 
granted lJ,v previous Administrations \YCl'l' 

granted htirly evenly. vVhen a droug·ht \Ya' 

on there was <t postponement of the paymem 
() f l'P!lt. 

'l'he TREiS1iRER: There ··.as the 50 lJ<'l' cPnt. 
limitation. which was a mJc.t d1stastl'ful 
(iisrrirnina tiou. 

l\Ir. KI.:\G: I wish now to refer to the 
position of the State enterpriBos. The Trea­
Blll't'l' st:.tod that he is sat'slled with th• 
rosition of tho State enterprises. If the ho11. 
g-entlt~mhn is satisfied with 1:-heir position, 
then he is very easily satisfied. 

The TmAsT;RER: 'What I sai-d was that the 
il1lprovcment in their financial position 1 

sal isf actory. 

}Ir. KI.:\G: They '"ill have to imprm·c 
CC•Ilsidcr.tblv n1oro than thev have dono to 
be :-:J~Jtisf:w'torv in any shape or forn1. ..::\._ 
n:r~- snwll i111provemcnt evidently satisfies 
the Tree -urcr. Thev are all fantaBtic sd> '"' 
tc ~oriali"c indu:_,tr~c and add to our ind 
tl.<'~,. wit.ll(mt givi:rlg to the public any <:Or~ 
rcspourling benef-its. _\n analysis of the 
pllf('rpri..::c:::.. Ol.i \Yhich the Govcrnrncnt art> 
eng-aged showo that only three of them arc 
b< ing- \YOrked at a profit, while the total 
lo,;S( -· ' c,:pc ricnccd last :.·oar amounted to 
£626.721. The operations of the State 
stations lwr.tls iho losses with £572,818. whil,, 
the SLtte eonnerv exhibits .a loh o; £53.964. 
and the State fish snppl;.- " lo .. s of £35,7~6. 
The total indPbtednoss of the State enter­
prises to the Treasury on 30th J uno. 1923. 
amonntc-1 to £2,214,751 5s. 1d. The State 
huiclwr shops on that date showed o total 
ir)debtodnr~~ frou1 thej r inception of 
£142.4GJ 12s. 3d. I would jll't lik.-, for it 

moment to refc:' to what ic, < allPd the profit 
oYI thai 011tcrpriso for las;l year. Th0rc i;;; 
no profit at all. I refer to the rcpo"t ·of the 
Auditor-General for tho }'Cflr ended 30th 
.June. 1923. wh0re it savs that the State 
butcher shop c. shm,·cd a profit of £1,703 Tlw 
details oi the profits and loescs suwc thi'i 
cntcrprist' ,,~·a..-; rornmenced arc as fo11ow~ :--

_____ -= -__ 1 Profit._']_:·oos. 
: £. I -£ 

30th June, 1010 
30th June, 1020 
30th June. 1021 
30th Junr, 1022 
30th June, 102:1 
30th June, 1 DZ+ 

I 94,960 ! 

I 
.. I 3u,71G 1

1, 

---~ 

1 +/1\)G 
1:'.02:l 
1 :).:):21 
L).~2(i 
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rhe re·~:ort statr, that the net profits, less 
tlw transf<er to the State fish suppl~ of 
£20.000 and of £5,000 to revenue, were 
£1.703. 

Hox. J. G . .APPEL (Albert): "VYhile the 
Speech de!iv~rcd by His Excellency the 
Governor can be termed verbose, lengthy, 
and consisted, as it mainly did, of records of 
the supposed lcgi,lativc and administrative 
nctiom-the self-glorification of supposed 
deeds-of his administration, and as window 
drccsing to gull the electors, the Treasurer's 
Statement, on the contrary, can be classed as 
being curt, vapid, lacking in information, and 
~ho\vinp; an absolute want of initiation of 
bold and progressive pro)osals to deal with 
i hn pn,-~ont serions financial position. Ono 
>muld havB supposed that wme boldly con­
ceived policy and actions to deal ith the 
present serious position would have emanated 
from the hon. gentleman. The deflation of 
a further number of unfortunate workers, 
whom I ha> e heard at different times 
referred to by hon. members opposite as the 
'" underdogs "-and who b: the action of the 
Goyrrnnlent 1vill continue to be " under~ 
dogs "-the refm,al of the GDvornment to 
,2;rant an increasn in the basic 'vage and the 
continuation of thP 5 per cent. reduction in 
the salaries of public employees arc mieer­
able palliatives to deal with the present 
position, and are absolutely unworth~- of thP 
hon. gentleman. Such a policy is one that 
would have been criticised and condemned, 
and rightly so, by the hon. gontkman if he 
had been sitting in opposition. 

:VIr. "\\ ARilEN: \Nith righteous indignation. 

Hox. ;r. G. _\PPEL: I recognise the posi­
tion of the Treasurer, and how travel and 
""ociation with men who have to deal with 
"·orld-widc politics must have brought to his 
mind an outlook such that on his return to 
Queensland ho '"'' that his position, so far 
H:-3 his lf'adcr,hip of the G{)vernment. is con­
' orned, was absolutely hopeless and helpless. 
EYerv leader of the Labour movement 
hitheito whose vision has been broadened by 
such experiPnc,' or by the responsibilities of 
officP has admitted a;; a. result of that 
Pxporicnce he stands not foe a section of the 
\'Oll1tllll!Lit:'-'" bat for the people as a , .. -hole. 
The Tn·a,;urf'r made that admission in the 
'twerh which he do]i,cercd in this Chamber 
a few clays av,o. I unhesitating·ly say that 
nw fate o' a]]. those political leaders who 
haY<' h td tho bol,Jll(,- to takP this broadPned 
nutlook will bo the fate of the hon. gentle­
man if he puts into effect th<e policy gained 
from such broadening and experience which 
he gave in his recent speech through thi~' 
Chamber to the electors. Sinc0 the inception 
of th€' Lahour mo,,ement. that secret Don~ 
cl a'. e "-hi eh controls tbe whole destinies of 
the part;· does not view with favour any 
]Pndcr >Yho endeavours to stand alone. It 
IYill not nermit aw~- individual outside of its 
own ranks to C'ont;ol or express an opinion, 
or endeavour to carry out opinions on 
politics which are for the b0nofit of 
the whole of the communitv, if those 
opinions do not agree with the par­
ticular tenets of that executive for the time 
being·. A late and fallen le,J.dcr of the 
Labour party, in deploring this fact, once 
,aiel to me that this executive will not permit 
a "ll1an in develop his individuality. but pur­
H!Os the old policy of cutting off the head, of 
the taU poppies. Buch Labour l0aders as we 
all know 1d10 haye endeavoured to give 

expression to their honest opinions have been 
relegated to an obscure political fate. J 
lmYc seen the flood of the Labour movement, 
and I an1 11ow ::,ceing it, ebb. I have seen 
the growth and the decay of its genuine 
aspirations. The icloals .md aspirations of 
its flrst leaders were loftv ones and worthv 
of commendation, but to-~lay, owing to tha't 
decay, the,,~ llflYe become in their ebb politi­
' 1lll:: "elfish, sordid, and corrupt. 

[12.30 p.m.1 

It might be well if I were to qnote an 
article which appeared in the Brisbane 
" Sunday Sun" of 3rd August, 1924-

" It iii said that a groat man despis<es 
the populao: will-unless it coincides with 
his O\Yn. ::\ir. Theodorc is an illustra­
tion. He wanted to abolish the Legis­
latirc Council because it was a check on 
his will, and as the Council refused to be 
wiped out he decided that the question 
should be referred to the people. A 
referendum was held and the people told 
him by a substantial majority that they 
did not approve of the extinction of the 
second Chamber. It was an empli.atic 
mandate, but, being 'one of the fe" big 
figurl'S in Austrahan public life,' Mr. 
Thoodore deliberately ignored the ver­
dict and applied the guillotine. The 
Queemland Legislative Council was a 
nominate-d body, oo he swamped it with 
Ministerial microbes, pledged to commit 
constitutional suicid.o. put through a Bill 
for the abolition of the Council, and so 
violated the intrinsic principle of demo­
cratic rule, and th" sanctity of the people's 
exprt''sed will. If it is big to do that 
sort of thing then :2\Ir. Theodore is big 
-indeed. he is a political mastodon. 
But only those who believe in autocracy 
or dictators could endorse such a flagrant 
·defiance of the will of the people. He 
not only represented a minority of the 
voters in the State, but he tr-eated his 
own referendum wi+.lr contempt. It was 
indeed strong-in the colloquial or slang 
senH~.'' 

In futur~, when people look back upon the 
public life and the Government of this day, 
the present Administration. will be tm·med 
" The taxing and spendthrift Govern­
ment." They will be noted for their squan­
dering and incompetence; as wreckers of the 
Constitution and of constitutional libertv. 
The;; have done all that they could ha~e 
done to , .. reek constitutional government and 
tho freedom of politic tl life in the State of 
Queensland. 

I have just quoted from an article dealing 
with their capacity as Constitution wreckers. 
There we found that, instead of adhering to 
what the peopl,e advocMed by referendum, 
the.'c maintained the Constitution only >Yhile 
it suited them; then it was wrecked. 

Then, dealing with freedom of speech, our 
own freedom of speech in this Chamber has 
bc,•n limited. Over and over again has it 
not happ€'Ecd that, "\vhcn our criticisrn \vas 
of such -a nature as not to please hon. 
gentlemen on the front bench opposite, when 
they did not desire that the electors of the 
State should be made acquainted with such 
facts, sw'h criticism has been cut short bv 
means of the guillotin"? The guillotine was 
condemned by those hon. gentlemen when 
they were in oppositioH. The party which 
posed rrs the defenders of free speech so 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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soon as the opportunity occurred out-hcroded 
IIcrod as far as the limitation of free speech 
was concerned. 

Thrn tah: the i11tcrfcrence with the people 
as a whole. One law which has bL'L'n 
referred to by i.he deputy leader of tlw 
Opposition-<macted the institution of 
the Council of Agriculture, by which th.:• 
primary prodnc·crs of this State are practi­
cally cnslaYccl. Dccausn they happen to 
belong to that section of the community who 
arc, as the Tr0:tsurer himself stated the other 
day, paying the wages of the worker: of. om 
State, vet io-day they arc in a '\vorse conchhon 
of serfdom than was ever attributed to tlw 
serfdom of Russia under the rule of the 
Czars. They arc no longer fr<ec agents. 
\Vhat is more, that particular section of the 
communit·; which has had to bear the heat 
and bl!r<k:c of the clay so far as the settle­
ment and deYelopment of our country lands 
i conc~rned, is to-day subj.ected to an extra 
method of taxotion. That taxation may well 
be tcrm<~'d, as hon. members opposite arc 
'0 fond of ierming it, " a primary producers' 
poll tax." The primar;,· producers haYe to 
pay a land tax upon the land upon whie·, 
thcv arow 1 heir nrocluce. It is a small hold­
ing' indeed which does not exceed by 
many hundreds of pounds the ':'xcmp· 
tion limit. Again, they pay an mcJmP 
tax upon the net proceeds receiYod from the 
sale of tho proceeds of the land upon which 
the land 1ax is levied. Then, because they 
happen to be primary producers and, 
apparently. according t•> the views of hon. 
members of the present GoY£rnment, unable 
!o retaliate. a third imposition is placed upon 
them which no other section of the com­
munih is called upon lo bear. That is a 
levy ';,pon gro·,s proceeds of their sales. 
That results hecause they arc conFidered a 
negligible quantity by th0 present Govern­
ment. 

\V c mmt ri"alise, further, that the primary 
producer ice not permitted to market his own 
producP and that he has to send that pro­
duce, previously sent to agents :who ac!ed for 
1nanv veaT-t for hin1 to ccrtarn mrddlemen 
selected by the ' present Administra­
tion because they control the OounCJl of 
.Acrriculturc. which deals with the matter. 
Tl~at creation of monopolistic middkmen is 
in accordonce ,,-ith the whole polio:; of this 
Governmc·nt. In ma.ny caseq the primary 
producer has been compelled to take a lessor 
amount for his produce than was proYiously 
tho cJ. .. ~,e. 

I think YOU will admit with me, Mr. 
Pollock, that I have made out a very good 
case, so far as my charge against the. present 
Administration ic. concerned, of thou bemg 
Constitution wreckers. I think I have amplv 
demonstrated that they have interfered with 
the liberties of the repres<mtativcs of the 
people in this Chamber, and that they have 
also interfered with another section of the 
community, not only with their liberty, but 
that they have placed upon their shoulders 
an additional burden which is not borne by 
anv other section of the community. I ask 
whether any other section of the workers of 
the State '~ould consent, without a revolu­
tion, to a special imposition or impost being 
placed upon them covering the industry with 
which they are eonnectecl? They would not. 
It is only the primary producer-who is con­
sidered by the present Administration to be 
a neglig1blo quantity-who ha< had that 
burden placed upon his shoulders. Incidcnt-

[J:lon. J. G. Appel. 

a1lv. 11P an addition" 1 tax placed uro11 
hi1;1 in hc,;•ital tax. By that policy of 
cen!ruii'!ltioJJ-whil'h apparently is il1c policy 
of tht• prc c:nt Governn1c11i:--hc 110 longe,· 
pennittcJ, nor will he Cc cxccpr 
uuder E'XCP!Jtlonal circumstanc23, to have 2 
ho8p!ta1 in his ov~n locaJit.:,T, and, tLercfon:. 
that contribution rnav bo con -Jt~red to be a 
special additional taX leYicd upon hin1. 

\Vhen reference was n1ndc to tho incn:ase in 
raihYay freight . by the deputy leader of th< 
Opposition, lho Treasurer challongcd-I \Yill 
not :::ay the ac -~uracy of the quotatjon, but 
the accuracy of their application. If we take 
the freight char,red in 1914-15 and con1pare 
it with the freight charged in t.hc y(·H' 
1920-23. we find that the iErrease per ton 
upon th2 carriage of agr~cultural produce-> 
amounts to 3s. 2d. 'What the additional 
i11crcasc \Vill bo under tho present increase 
of fr0ights it is in1po:-sib1c for rnc to say; 
but that inr.rcaso repr,:sents an increase o£ 
52.8 per cent., yet orgauisers and c~rrvassGr:: 
in the intcrr ~ts of the Labour party go into 
agricultural rli t.ricts and assert that no addi­
tional irnposition by vvay of an increa.,e in 
freights had boon placed on the primar.\' 
producer::>. That increase InDro pal'ticularly 
affects the sn1all prirnary producer, l)ecauso 
we know the freight on perishable products 
is higher than the freight, say, on sugar· 
eanc. That increase in freightc presses more 
harshly upon the small primary producer 
than upon the bigger rnan, who is z;cnerally 
the one \vho is engaged in the sugar rndustry. 

lV1r. 110rtG:A_r:.. lt a-ffects all his groccric'~ 
that he use,, every day, too. 

Ho!', J. G. ,APPEL: \Vc knm' there is" 
huge number of people who travd at week· 
ends to our d-ifferent sen' ide re --ori-s \Vhn 
are also afroctcd, but I take it th .. t they do 
not deserve so :much consic1cr.ation in the 
matter of incrcnsod fares and freights as the 
prirnary producers, because it is a mat.tl'r 
of pleasure with them. I am refernng 
io the n1an in the couiJtrv vYho l'iscs ar 
da.\ break and does not c·~o.so \'York until 
after sundown, .and \Vho i~ affected 
by the sc.a sons, '.-vho has no regular rew_ard 
for his la hour, and who, on many occaswn .. 
owin~ to i he weather conditi.~ns, is deprived 
of a ~·award for that labour. He is the man 
who is principally affected by the additional 
heights ]C\·icd. Ho':·. members who SUj)· 

port the pro.", ant Adm1mstratwn ,say that th1s 
increa>;;~ in freights w1ll nJt affect the 1nan 
on the land, b1it I leave it to the primary 
producer to say whether that i3. so <;>r not. 
\Vhat can we expect, after all 1s sa1d and 
done, when we hoard the remark that fell 
from the leader of the present Government 
in connection with the internal discord in 
his O'sn party? I will not repeat the refer­
ence that was made to a section of thL 
supporto1·s of the Labour party, but I know 
that many years ago a gentleman who repre· 
scntcd the electorate that I now have the 
honour to represent by a slip referred to the 
nomadic workers of the western districts as 
" dingoP,," and that stuck to him as Ion~ 
as he Ji,,ecJ. The Prem1cr referred m the 
sa1nu terrns to certain rnmnbers of his part~.­
,yJlO did not agree with him, 'md I am 
wondering whether it will stick to the hon. 
gentleman. vVo all know that he lS a 
dictator an autocrat, and the members of 
his part'v have to bow down to him. He has 
got his heel upon their necks, and they can· 
not rebel. He may call them " dingoes ., 
or anything else, and they d:ue not rebel. 
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If the same reference was made by a member 
,itting on this side of the House, it would 
stick to him as long as he lived, and be 
mbbod in on every pocsible occasion in this 
Hou,c, but hon. members who support the 
present Administration tako it lying dov,m. 
In on0 scn~0 I admire the Premier. I 
rcnwm bcr the " Daily Standard" referring 
to his despotism. A resolution was passed 
by the W orkcrs' Political Organisation of 
South Brisb<tnf' in which it was said that 
it v.·ould be a mistake that he should act 
as loader, bouwse, instead of being a leader, 
he would be a despot. He has proved that 
he is a man of strength. He is a despot, 
and his party admit that he is, and they 
have to lie down to it. 

The TREASUHER: You did not exhibit very 
much strength yourself on the eve of the 
1915 dection when you resigned and left 
your leader in the lttrch. 

HoN .• J. G. APPEL: \Ye have to smile at 
the consiotency of this so-ea !led domocra t, 
\'\rho, \vhen they aro not on their guard, trca.t8 
the under section of the community with the 
grcat0st contempt, while at the same time 
pretending to make them the repositories of 
all power. I think it will bo admitted that 
that is exactly the position as it stands. The 
party sitting behind him certainly nmy have 
thought that some better palliative than the 
ono I have already mentiom•d could have been 
discovered. " A fo1v more 1vorkers to be 
deflated "-that is the expression used by the 
hon. gentleman himself ! But they have to 
do as thoy are told. He hac refu,od to 
increase the basic wage by a f<n• shillings per 
1'eek, although it is admitted that the cost 
of living has increased. It was a refusal 
on the part of the Government to do U\Yay 
with J·he 5 per cent. reduction in the c:"c 
of \.Vork0rs r{~ceiving a srnall rate of pay, 
and it is worthy of the hon. g0ntlcrnan aw] 
tho'e who sit behind him and mpport his 
policy. I would rather see some action taken 
which would also apply to the better-paid 
members of the public sonico, if that method 
is the on!:· palliative, so that the l.umblcr 
members-if I ma' use tlutt term-of the 
State service, who val'O reec•iving Lut a Ycr:? 
small rate of pay, may havo the 5 per cent. 
reduction ;·E~torcd. They receive only a 
sn1all rate of pay. and are refused an 
advance of a few s.hillings pN '""''k to meet 
the increa ·Cd cost of living, and they arc 
n.lso subj0ct to a reduction of 5 "[)('l' cent. 
The position is urnvorthv of the Trpasnrcr. 
\Vho has been referred tO as a superman-(~ 
super-financial authority. I would gladly 
have s-0cn the hon. gentlen1an suggest sonrc 
brttN method by which the financial position 
;,ould have ,J;cen de,.]t with, so that ~-he 

under dog m the commun1b·-I am mmg 
the phn·~o of hon. members opposiu;-could 
have had a few shillinc;s more with which 
to provide for the ncccsoitics of their win, 
and little children. 

One hon. member on the back Government 
betJc.h referred in a diatribe to the present 
loan indchtodncss as " a bad old legacy." If 
he referred to the loa.ns which existed ''hen 
the present Administration came into power 
as a bad old legacy, I wonder how the vre· 
ecnt loan indebtedness which has been 
incurred by the prcseut Administration will 
he referred to in future. \V" hear accusa­
tions from hon. members opposite that past 
Administrations, whether Tory or Liberal, 
wore all concerned in connection with those 
loans; that they were reoponsible whether the 

leans were; incurred by a squa ttcr or FL 

Liberal A.drnlnistration. Thoy accuse us 
to-day Df bc:ing respon~iblo for ~tlF~ fact that 
::::D nlan~- of the~D loans fell duo in tho ono 
Y('ar. Y""ct the rrromnrcr-~who has an abso­
iuto kno·.dcdgo o.f the busineso-tells us that 
he hac acted on the advice of t.he fin.,ncial 
advisers of the Government :in London. Do 
hon. members opposite mc1tn to toll us that 
iti those by-gone days, when Quccnshmd was 
;1 vory poor a 1·,sct so far as the London monc:­
rLarkct y·as concerned, tho rncrnb~·rs of those 
Administrn.tions who conducted the negotia­
tions had not to accept the advice of their 
financial advisers? The thin~ is ab.solutcly 
ridiculous; but by the reiteration of a 
Jib it is often accepted as being a fact; 
and it is now brour,ht as an a,ccusat.ion 
against rnenJbcrs on thjs side thctt thDJ arc 
rcsponsihlo for those loans falling duo in 
ono ::car. They fail to point out that fm· 
all those Years we have had those loans at 

cxcept{onally low rat<1 of intorc,t. '.rhey 
only been bearing 4~ pc•· cent. or 3~ 

per cont. interest. It simply shows that any 
stick will do if 0ou are going to boat ;, 
dog. Apprtrently we arc regarded as the 
dogs that any stick may be used to boat. 
It is for us in ihis Chambn· and through 
the columns of " Hansard " to make the 
public of Queensland aware of the actual 
facts of the case. Can any somible man tell 
Ino~ .. mrclv there are some men of sr'nsc on 
tlH Government benches, and the Treasurer 
himself above the other---that Queensland 
would be in the condition she is in to-day if 
it had not been for the expenditure of the 
loan money borrowed in the past when 
Queensland was unknown and undeveloped? 
\Yould wo have been in the position \VO have 
attained without the borrowing of that 
rnonrv, by which a policy of progressive pub. 
lie works waf: carried out for the advantage 
of settlement and development of Queensland·,· 
\V e have a population small or than the popu­
lation of Sydnc~t, yet we are receiving to~·day 
from t!w people of Queensland a reyenue of 
£14.000,000. It is all owing to the JRct that 
this neb~ ork of raihvays has been carried 
out by n1eans of this " ba~._l old lega< y" that 
\Ye are jn the a.dvantagoous position in regard 
io settlement and dev0lopment that we are 
in to-day, and which has enabled us to pay 
iho enormous imposition of direct and indirect 
taxation \d1ich ha.s been imnoecd on the 
primaey producers and those engagoJ in the 
industries of the State. A·" tlw deputy leader 
of the Opposition pointed out. there had been 
expended on railway out of such loans 
up to 30th June, 1915, a sum of £36,379,449, 
\Yhieh \\as t.~lO greater proportion of the 
whole of the loan indebtedness at that time. 
\Vc had also spent about £2,750,000 npon 
jn11nigration, to bring n1Pn here 1vho with 
their familic'e have assisted in the settlement. 
a.nd development of the State. Upon our 
harbours and rivers we spent £2,443,823, 
., hi eh has made it possible in the cas,·, of the 
Brisbane, the Fitzroy, and the ::VIary Rivers, 
<md at Townsvillo and other ports to 
deal with the shipping and the export 
of tho produce brought to the ports by 
the railways which wore constructed 
by what hc{s been termed this "bad old 
legacy." I am quite prepared to be 
nssociatcd -with such a " bad old legacy,'} 
but I confess that I should be Ycrv sorrv 
indeed to be aosociated with the lcgaov ~f 
loan indebtedness which the present Adn;inis­
tration have incurred, and which they will 
lea vc behind them, amounting approximate!} 
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t~ £33,000,000. As th<' deputy leader of the 
OpjlG ition has aln ad:; pomtcd out, durma 
thP last nine years the interest on the public 
rlebt ha.~ involYcd a eharge ou the revenue 
of £15,757,835. 

Of our tohl ioan indcbtedue -~ thPl'•' has 
been on th~._ ra.ilways £.53,017,P22, a11d 
the t c:ha·rgo on~ th<.~ ConsoliJatcd 
EcYcnuc Ul lT~IH'l't of that cxpcndittuf' was 
L1.st venr .£1,622,449. lJO('" ru\ mcrnher of 
rl11'3 rlou··(' or anY uHmbcr of tlw cornnnJnit\· 
ycnture •o say tlw the arnount of mnne~­
C'xpcmlcd npo~J iho railways ha· not be:.•JJ 
for the berw:it of the dcYclopment ,md settlf•-

l• c•nt of this Stu,t._ ., If :·O. he 
[2 )J.Jn.J does it either wilfully with thu 

obleet of deceivi:n&r or' bc('au~t' h0 
is absolutely {guorant. \Ye Ea.,, to re disc. 
tnrtlH'l'1110fl'. that the \Vorks ,,, c·rc c·atTicd ont 
:lc·(·onliPg to dw PXistinr~- conditions of thn 
clay. and <11. a ycry rca.sonablf' co:::-i: per rnil0 
"Y{'ll in later Yl'ar..-. Tak{; the ext--nsion f)f 

the raihl'ay (ronl ~erang to Cool~ngatta. 
\\ Lirl:. inYoh·f'd he:J.Y) bridge work and cut­
ting~ or d on(' tumL·L The \\·ork was rarried 
out b.~.· da:· labour fur cqlpro··.jrnatcly £'t',OOO 
" mile•. yet, in tlw fat n of that r< 'llisation. 
we haY' the continual reiteration of 
hon. men1bers on the other side against 
n;cmbcrs of the Opposition thnt thif' f''qJcn­
dirurc wa~ a l·"lld one and that tbe lon11 
indcbtedn~5f' of th··· State, vthen thp~· c.~cmc 
into oflicP, did not. confer a bc•Jlefit on tlw 
rjroplf- of the Stat('. nor was it necc·-~a~·v for· 
.its dcYcLJprnont. T'o \vhat conc1n-iou' c.·1n 
we cornc '! Either that the ch:ng-cs arc wil­
fully made with the object of min0prcsenting 
the actual fact' ur that theY arc made 
through ignorance. • 

Let us rut.liso the diffi"ultie~. o£ our st nes­
nll n in liW"ting the expenditure of tht• E\"Lrl~­
{b.ys. Con~ldcr tll'~ \ 1 eak finan~ial positiDn 
of Qucenslant1 as it then wa·-. Let us rf'11ll:lll­

hl"r h(nv :-1nall tlJO population \.Ya:-; and tlw 
fact that \VC' had 110 cxporb. with the L":cep­

tion of our ~,vool c·xporl~~and, as the Trc :t­
&urcr kllO'., .3, it is the export of a -LuU~l1 ry 
\vhich n1akc it-.. pro'!-lJt rity and f'\-tabli~h 
finan"ial ,:,abilih'. \Ye h'·d no cxnurt. of 
!JCiticr and meat. \\'e had )>l'actic;llly no 
r:Jlnufacturc~. a.lthouU"h pc )pJc nuUlll-

fad.urcd n Ettlv , the dis1rir·t to 
which I ltaYc rc'fE~ri'E'(l. ('an 1:·p 

::·-'" :tlj~e the pusitloll tht' Gv ernrrlcllts of 
those da, o and \\'Jiat they had 1u colltP<Hl 
\\'ith ,, . 

I well remember s ::1 little lad in the 
year 1866 \dwn, owing to the failure of 
Gurney's bank, the financial bottom fell out 
of this and C\·ery other State, and the finan­
cial posiUon in Great Britain '\Vas affected, 
and the C)uccnsland Government had abso­
lutclv no funds because the Bank of Oueons­
land.::_which o,mr the only local bank-had 
to suspend pa: mont mving to the failure of 
the bank that I h1ve mentioned. I well 
recollect the men employed on raih;ay 
con,truction from Ip "·ich to the Downs 
marching to Brisbane in files of two like a 
compan' of soldiers to interview the Govern­
ment in order to obtain food. The Gm·orn­
mcnt had no money, and they were faced 
with a position far L<Ore serious than the 
Treasurer is faced with to-day. They had 
no credit, no fun<ls, .and no industries of any 
account in tho State. There was absolutclv 
no settlement outside of a few small area's 
which ,, er" held by farmers and pastoral 
lessees as tenants of the Crown who were 
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growing \VOol, ·which was our only export­
able product. I hate to hear those past 
administru.ton; condemncd-I do not care 
\Yhat their politics were. They had to me0t 
1 he situation. and it was a seriou~ situation. 
\Vhat did they do? They throw land open 
for selection before tho survPf -..vas 1nadc, 
a11d people went out and selected the land. 
In the electorate which I have the honour 
to represent scrub land was thrown open, 
and pcopiu set to work and selected that 
land; and I am proud to say that the 
dosccnclanis of those families are still on 
tho o same selections and arc a Cl'{)(lit to the 
State for the wav in which they ""istcd in 
the settlonwnt an~l development ~f the Stat~, 
and for having in rc·cent ye" rs borne a con­
siderable share of the taxation ilutt has been 
imposed on the taxpayers of the State by the 
present .. A.d1ninlstration. 

The ne-xt item of loan expenditure is 
iininlgr:dioE. I arn only sorry that tL:tt iten1. 
amounting to £2,763,071, is not a more 
considcrablt· iten1. Those v;ho .tre decrying 
the loan, that \CCre obtained by previous 
Administrations with thr object of assisting 
immigrants should realise that the families 
-who wore iutroduced under thLLt sv~tc1n of 
immigration haYo beAn a, credit to the State. 
and their descendants continue to be a. credit 
to the State, because the great 1najority of 
them assis1 most materially in the sott1

"­

mont and deyelopmcnt o[ this country. Th<' 
evidence i here in connc<:HDn with thE· 
lu ~n cxps·IH1iturc on harbour::; an cl ri\ 2rs . 
Then out of those early loans there was ·a 
nct\york d electric telq:·raphs provided over 
1 he whole of the State of Queensland when 
nw CommomYoalth took them OYOI'. Out of 
that rnonev loans \vore made "'·ailable to 
local bodic~ for water suppl:y and s~;:\YC!age. 
J\Ioney \Vas also expended on the erection of 
public buildings which arc a cre-dit to this 
State anJ a credit to the Admiuistmtions 
v.hich Ncct.cd them in the different portion, 
of Queensland. following that policy of 
dccentralioution which has uudoubtcdlv h cl 
ie the settlement and development of QL~ePns· 
land. An amount of £1,803,770 "a'' expended 
on public roads in country di:;;tricts of the 
Stato before the inception of lo~,al govern­
ing bodies. \Yith the exception of the latter 
portion. <lll the amounts I haY.' mentioned 
"·ere expended before I became a member of 
thi, House, but I am prepared to accept anti 
calT_, any responsibilitic';;, becau~f' I an1 proud 
of the "·mk that was carried ouj· bv the men 
"·ho aclmiuistercd the affairs of th; State of 
Quee1nl>tnd under extreme difficulties. \dJen 
~ueen:-3lanLl had no exports at a 11. Befon• 
we had any exports of snrh pr~,durc. what 
was th0 price of a prime bullock in the State 
of Queensland? The pric" in the south­
('astcrn diYision did not aVf'l'ag·c £2 p0r head. 
\Vhat was the value of bm bdore '"'' 
eetablishcd an C':port trade·: I L•mcmbcr 
when I \Yas on lllY grandfath"r:s ;;;plE· :tion 
butter was going to nuukc< und r0turns 
b, ing roc·Pived showing th· t it did not 
<lY0rage l~d. per lb. There wns no export 
trndr> for butter. and it therefore did 
1:ot 11a YO any Yaluc~. The positlon \Yt<S diP 
sarne 1/:ith anv other article thar 1Yas pro­
duced. The men of those daY> had to face 
and dtal with thcc"o probloni·" and difii"nl­
tios. Droughts which dislococtcd busine's !tarl 
also to be contended with. 

The dislocation of business in 1893 has boon 
rdcrrod to. \Ve all know what caused that. 
but to say that the Liberal Administration 
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which controlled the destinies of the State 
at that time had anything to do with it 
.-imply shows that the charge is made with 
the desirD and object of injuring the party 
which is opposed to the present Administra­
tion. I confess that that is uot pla:·ing the 
gan1c. 

The TREASURER: It is rr serious confession. 
(LaughtN.) 

Hot". J. G. APPEL: 'l'hc hon. gentleman 
himsdf has confessed the respon~ibility 
which he felt on his recent mr:•swn to 
London. and I should not have liked to go 
to London to solve the financial problem 
\Yhich he had to sohe. But that problem 
\Yas a 1ncre nothing .as ron1parnd v:ith the 
one whi.h had to be soh·,,d bv the men who 
represented, as we called ther~ in my young 
clays. the squatter anfl Liberal parties. 
Th.,,- \YCre the men who had to face diffi-­
culties and solve the problems, and it is not 
to the advantage of an;-, party or their 
,adherents who hav0 onlv been here a few 
years and ha.-e had th,; adyoJltag-e of the 
labours of those men to decry them. 

It is with regret that I have to refer 
to the circular which was issued on finance 
by the present Administration when in 
opposition. \Yhen they \Ycre in opposition 
they were opposed to flotation of loans, 
increased taxation, high penalties being im­
posed on offenders. and the curtcailment of 
public speech in this House; but no sooner 
had the0 become possessed of the Treasury 
benches and began to administer the affair,:, 
of the State than \Ye witn0ssPd an absolute 
rPver~al of their previou:-:. profc2Hions. The 
Goyernmont haYo carried out oyen-thing thev 
criticised when in opposition. Inter alia, it 
was said in the statement issued by the 
-Go 1.-crnn1ent-

,, .Just ponder on the awful stupidity 
of the policy that permits of our receiv­
ing about £11,000,00°. paying back in 
mterost £16,500,000, and still owing just 
about £12,000,000! That is the sort of 
Liberal finance that c:lUsed the great 
bank smash of 1893." 

'The Government gulled the majority of the 
''lector'" that they were genuine in those pro­
fessiOns. Let us follow that statement out 
for <t moment. 

The hon. gentleman goes to the Unitod 
States for a loan of £2.400,000. Bear in 
mm cl that the hon. ge-ntleman "as respon­
'ibl<' for those statEments which I have just 
t'oacl' This lean of £2.400.000 is over a 
period of hYenty years, and the interest 
comes to £168,000 per annum. In fourteen 
and a-half years the interest paid will he 
,;roater than tbe amount of the loan. \t the 
end of the twenty years the interest will 
ilmount to £3,400,000. Vnderwriting, 
brokerage, :._nd advertising cost 4 per cent., 
or 100 pc,· cent. higher than in London. 

Tlw TREASURER: J'\ot 100 per cent. higher 
than in London. 

Hoc, .• J. G. APPEL: Flotation 
on the loan amounted to £100,000. 
lanrJ Wi!J pay for £2,400, noo JhP 
£5.900,000. 

0xpensc.s 
Queons­
sun1 of 

The TREASURER: The I10n. g-rutleman rs 
-er1tirely \Yrong, 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That is correct. If 
I an1 incorrect, the hon. gentleman rnay give 
the correct figures when he replies. I am 
not going to be interrupted by the Trea­
surer. Reduced to home finance-because this 
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particular appeal, to the electors referred to 
hom0 finance-they borrow £2,400.000, and 
will have to repay £5,900,000. 

The TREASL:RER: That is nonsense. 
HoN. J·. G. -H'PEL: \Ylwn we realise that 

the Treasurer, according to this pamphlet, 
kne'v all .about it, and belle\·ed in a certain 
line of policy. is it not an extraDrclinary 
thing that he ~hould have acted in that way"? 

The THEAccUREH: Is that pamphlet correct '1 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: This is ono of those 
things with which I do noi .associate myself. 
In this particula· pamphlet the Treasurer 
sairl-

,, }'Dr instance, in one particular loan 
conrtccted \Yith a certain Australinn StatP 
not 1.000 miles from Queensland, an item 
appears for cab fare of £207. Is that 
instructive·: '' 

l'r;quostionably the Labour party gaine,d a 
c<llJsiderable amount of support by tnesc 
pamphlets. The Treasurer knowo that an 
itf'In like that is a verv nC{'C35arY one. 
.\ccording to "Smith's vVeekly," which has 
douc a g-eCltt deal to make the hon. gentlf'­
man known throughout Que0nslancl and clso­
·wherP-thf' TrcaslHPr djscards the ll::Jf' of c~J..r;o; 
to proyc that lL' is a Dcmf rat-thr hon. 
gnntlPman \Ya]k:;; to and fron1 his ·resiclcncl' to 
his office. I wish mv rt'sidcnre \;YT'H' a Iiitlt~ 
rlo'<'r: I think I would do tho sanw thing: 
but. in Jny case~ for excrcjso--

The 'l'RE.\SURER: You certaiuly have as 
mueh time as I have to clo it. · 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I claresay the hon. 
gcutleman now often regrets having permitted 
himself to indulge in utteranceo of that kind. 
The hon. gentleman interjected about the 
Seaforth Estate. I suppose every adminis­
tration 111fi1H·"~ rnistakos, but is the purcha-,c 
of the Seaforth Estate comparable to the 
scandal of ~1ungctna, EinaslfJigh. and Chilla­
goe? \V hen the owenrs of Chill agoe offered 
that property to the Government of which 
I was a member, I told the then Premier 
that if the GoYernment touched it they 
deserved the condemnation and criticism of 
the Labour party and of eYeryone else. But 
wlwt does the Labour party do·: A tr-ans­
action that the Lihcr~l administration would 
not touch. · TlH' Lib, ral .Admini~tration 
would have nothing to do with that property 
because it "as absolutely rotten, and the 
losses incurred show that that was correct; 
but the present Administration, as soon as 
they had the opportunity of doing so, pur­
chased it. Take the losses incurred in con­
nection with that concern and other con­
corns ! \Ye realise that if it had not been 
for those loss<:s the basic age could ha YC 

been increased, the reduction of 5 p''l' cent. 
which has lJC'Cll taken from the 1.rorker:-; of 
the Stat" ncNl not havo been taken from 
thern, and in rnan,· other co-atC'nt-
Incnt and happiness n1ight have givPn 
to the smaller men in the State service 
b7 giving thPn1 a decent wcq::c and dec('nt 
conditions. The hon. gcnticman has the 
hardihood to int0rject. "What about SPa­
forth?" but if all the propositions and 
\vild-cat schemes on which the taxpayers' 
money has been lost by the present Adminis­
tration turn out as well as the Seafor1h 
Estate when we get more settlement and 
development. I shall be very glad; hut we 
know that they will not so turn out. \Ve 
know that they will mean an absolute loss 
to the State of millions of pounds. That is 
the party who stood for better conditions 
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for W·>rkers, and to-day they stand for keep­
ing- llwrn under-the " under-dog-" still is 
kept under. A little quotation from J. S. Mill 
is rat her apropos. l'vlill, in writing on " The 
Lirrlils of the ProYincc of Government," 
:::ays :-

"--:.\ dcmocra.tic constitution, not sup­
ported by democratic institutions in de­
tail, but confined to the central govern­
ment, not only is not political freedom, 
but often croates a spirit precisely the 
rcv<:rse, earrying down to the lovvest grade 
in socictv the desire and ambition of 
political 'don1ination. In some countries 
the dh ire of the people is for not being 
tvranniscd over, but in otbcrs it is 
,;;erely for an equal chance to everybody 
of tyrannising. L:nhapj1ily, this lasr 
state of the clcsire is fullv as natural to 
nlankind as the forrner' and in many of 
the conditions even of civilised humanity, 
is far more largely exemplified. In pro­
portion as the people are accustomed to 
manage their affairs by their own active 
intervention, instead of leaving them to 
the GovNnment, their desil'es will turn 
to repelling tyranny rather than to 
tyrannising; while in proportion as ull 
rcal initiative and direction reside., in 
the Government, and individuals habitu­
ally feel" and act as under its perpetual 
tutelage, popular institutions dc,·elop in 
them 'not the desire of fl'ecdorn, but 
an unmeasured appetite for place and 
powcl'; diverting the intelligence and 
activity of the country from its principal 
busine·.s to a wretc-hed competition for 
the s?lii~~ prizes and the petty vanities 
of ofhce. 

The CHAIRMAN : Ordcl' ! The hon. 
member has exhau•.tecl the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

11r. TA YLOR (Windsor): I have listonccl 
in this Chan1 ber to quite n nun1bcr of 
Financial Statomcuts delin,,·cd bv the 
Treasurer, but I do nol think we ha,:e ever 
had a more dolcfLtl Statement tha.n the one 
lw deliv<:'red a few days ago. It is quite 
l'vidcnt that tlw Trea·nrer himself, while 
.:lolivcring the Staton1ent, did not feel par~ 
ticularly happy, becauc.c ril;ht through thP 
whole of the Statement there did not appe::r 
to be ono ray of hope of any kind; in fact, 
it ,, :ts a cenfession of the lamentable weak­
ll<'';s and incornpetencc of the TreasUl'C'l' and 
the Govennnent in administering the 
finance?. of the State during the laH tv\clYo 
months. 

T'here are two things ,vbich strikt~ one in 
connection with the :F'inaw:jal Statement. 
, nd the first is what a magnificent State 
Queensland is. There is no other country 
in the world which possesses such wonderful 
u~sources and rcGnperntiYc powers as tJuc~cn~~ 
land. That is the hcritagr' which the 
Treasurer and the Go,-ernment ar.' called 
upon to administer at the present time. 
The State of Queensland. I daim, is somnd 
to none in the Commonwealth of \11stralia. 
On quite a number of occasions when we 
have criticised the financial a·dministration 
of thE' Government wo hayc been ~tccmerl of 
running clown the State. Hon. members 
know that that is not so. Ko one ca'1 st1nd 
up in this Chamber and truthfullv decrv 
tire State. \Vc haye a knowlcdg<' of "·hat 
our State is. In endeavouring to dio·ed the 
attention of members to what happened 
years ago, when previous Administrations 
had control of Queensland, the hon. member 
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for Albc n pointed out~and we mn,t all 
admit it~that the condition at i.lwt tiJ!lL' 
\\·r-rc absolntclv diffLrcnt frD .. E '' ;.n t ~hP,­
arP to~daY. \\...,.c l1 1..d then no inf1u:-:;trie;-; o'f 
ar,y kind~ En~n tho e.ugar lndusirY. ·which 
}:o.S gro\vn to such large {J.in1cn~iou.-; 111 

Queensland in .recent years, was pradically 
JJon-exist0nt. 

:\ir. D1;x:,J'A;,: It woulcl not haY' gTo' .. 11 
to its p.iT3ent di1ncnsion:; u11der yout 
UovcrnUlC'Ill 's volicy. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: It Wa8 the Lil>cral 
Gon~rnnu. ·1t which sent •rotmd tra ,.~_,!ling 
,jairies. 

:Ylr. TA \LOR: \Vhcn I cam· to Oneem­
[and about thirty years ago th l'O was lrE<rdly 
a butte1· LJctorv in the State. Th0v hav'e 
practically all "co1ne into cxistPJ:i.'(, since 
then. At ihat time the butter producC'd l>y 
sn1a1l dairy fnrnwrs used to corne ·into the 
rt·m:·ket iu· keg-\. rrhcrc \.\as rat.h0l" ll10l'P 

than peol>lc conld use. and it was oftr'll so]d 
at very lo\\- prices. Then t.hc Govor!lnH'IJt cf 
ihat day hac! not only those thing' to 
contend ,,-ith, but they had also to administer 
clefcmco affairs and the post oflic·e. I 
clain1 that. the earl, Ad1ninistrations whicl­
controlled illl• dcstrnios of Queensland did 
their \York \\ell. \Ye owo a debt of gntti­
iude to them, and I think it is n'~l'Ntahle 
that in this Cha.mber the "·ork of tlw 
r-ionr.-·rs i~ called into que~,tion. (Jue eau 
only put 1L do-.,,~n to \Vant of kno\det.lgc ou 
tho part c1f hon. members who do that of 
the history of Quccneland and of Australia. 

Hon. J. (;, APPEL: It is a 'rime to lw " 
pioneer. 

:Yir. T~'l YLOR: A good dt•al h'" bcr:J> 
~n id with rega.rd to the financial stri~lg'L'I.tcy. 
The Trc,ls:ncr, in making sonlP lTlnarks ;;1t 
the rcrent show. refc·rrcd to the a.-·t ;011" of 
1hc bank~. and :said that thcv wcrP 1nainlv 
ref'ponsiblc fur the present financial ~triJ~­
f-'enry. ])fJC'~ the Jwn. gcntlcnn1n wi:·-h us to, 
bdieYc 1hat the banks arc o11t to '>mm it 
wicidc '? Doc.c he think that tlwv m·<' doing· 
f!nn1cthing \Yhich will cripple thCir lm~inc-~~ 
nctiYitiPs and n""!ake it rnore difficult for 
n~('Ill to ( <.t\TV on than it is at nrc:.;e-nt .! Ill 
1803 the TreaSUl'Cl' was only a littll' chop 
a.bout SC'Yf'11 or eight years olrl. .and rutining 
about in knickerbockers, and it wo,t!d ht· 
a good thing if he would read the !Ji,tory 
of that particular period in the hisnry of 
QuocHsland and Australia. ll" >Yould find 
t,hat nearl:' every bank in Australia, ancl not 
Gnlv brtnk:. but other finanC'ictl insribJtious 
and warehou"·", with the exception of two 
f•r three, had to rccon.;;;trurt, and thPv were 
followed l1y the insolYcnc,;' of hnndn•ds of 
n1en who cwcupier1 good position.:;; in :-uc-iety. 

That bank crisis did n01 ,,tart 
[2.30 p.m.] in Queensland or :'\cw Soul h 
· \Vales. It started in Yict 1ria. 

The first bank to close it::, doors ';\a:-~ onP 
of the big ·Victorian banks whn~e ratJ:ifi.ca¥ 
lions extNtded throughout tlw .. cho! · of An ... -
tralia. ThosP of us \Vho rt.'',~ol1ect th,1-t" crl. ]~ 
~and I n:colloct it quite wc>i!--will n·mem­
hcr that perhaps to-day one bauk ··n1dd 
close its doors, and a customPI' 1vculJ gu 
io another bank to open au <tccount aud 
put in chcquPs, and perhaps tho day after­
, •. -arcls that bank also "'ould clo>c. IH scY<'ml 
ir.stanre:; rncn were knO\\:n to o_}Pn ter·onni ;-; 
jr.:. two or three banks and get hit up t ,-ery 
time. Th:.lt financial -crisis 'iql.S bronght 
1cbout largely by the inflation of lancl y·alur"'· 
particularly in the State of Victoria. and 
,,fterwards-as hon. members will probably 
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lnlO\Y-·mc:l connetted v.ith the: GoY~l'lY:1Je~tts 
of that dav vvcnt to gaol in colllH_~--·tton \VIth 
those afl'air~. I recollf'Ct. that, an cx-I\·c-a­
"l~l'('r of Victoria \Vent to gaol in coniwetion 
-,\·ilh his ilnancin] uffaii.·s Juring that crisi·", 
r•.ncl I take _it that what happened once may 
Lappcn a;:sa1n. 

The TREASURER: Let ns hor>r> thal no 
1.1~0l'O Tre<l~-.urers v·ill go to gaol. (Lauo htor.) 

::\Ir. TAYLOTI: I certainly would not liko 
te see our Treasurer in gaol. (Laughter.) 
But those things happened. At that time 
we had a gold currency in Australia-to-day 
we have prJctically only a paper currency­
but, notwithstanding that fact. in 1893 the 
•n·eatest crisis in the history of Australia 
prevailed throughout th<• country. One does 
not \Yant to se8 another crisis; and if the 
banks by exercising care and prudence can 
prevent ·• repetition of it, all power to them. 
If thcv had exercised foresight at that time 
the cr-isis might not have occurred; and . if, 
by exerc;,,ing care and prudcnce-wlnch 
unfortunately our Govc,'nm<mt do not exercise 
-they arc able to pruvent a similar cl"isis 
iu this State, they will have done very 
excellent work. 

The next thing that strikes one in speak­
ing on this question is the absolute incom­
petence of the Government during the past 
nine vcars to control thr· finances of Queens­
land.' It has bcou blundering finance from 
one end to the other-one cannot very well 
call it "Frenzied Financt'"-the only proper 
term for the financial administration of the 
past nine years is sin1ply "blunder." Durin~ 
the whole of the period the State's expendt­
turn has beeu increasing steadily. If . the 
revenue of the State had been decreasmg, 
ono could understand the position, hut the 
Government cannot claim that there has been 
3 decreace in any way whatever. Indeed, 
the remarkable thing about it is thM as 
the ren~nucs of t 1le Rtate have increased so 
have the stagnation of industry and unem­
ployment increased. How are we to squar_e 
those two things; how can wo explam 1t 
awav '! I do not know, but I say that these 
thin'n-s have come about since the present 
Gov~rnment. have controlled the affairs of 
the State. The present position is solely 
and absolutely due to the policy of 'oquandcr 
which has characterisPd the actions of the 
Governmcnl during the last nine years. 
To-d&y the GoYernment find themselves prac· 
tically in the position of a mendicant. That 
1s practicolly the position of Qneensland:­
n State which in my opinion has no equal m 
Australia. Its Government practically occupy 
rho position of a rnendicant in endeavouring 
to get money to develop the State. 

·we have to be thankful for the fact that 
Queensland has potentialities which far and 
awa,· exceed ha liabilities, so that \Ye can 
man'age to carry on; but there is no denying 
the facts as they exist at the present time. 
\Ye claim that the development of the State 
has been considerablv retarded by the 
spondthri ft, meddleson;'e policy adopted b:,· 
the Government. \Vhat I rtm saying at the 
present time is true, and tho Treasurer and 
the members of his Government and his 
supporters know that it is absolutely true. 
Enterprjses haYe been entered into, the 
result of which has been disastrous to the 
C':l!11J:TI11nif:v. Tho worst part in connection 
''· ith tlw State enterprises is that there was 
no dema,nd Rnd no necessity for entering 
upon them at all. I have said on several 
occasions in connection with State enterprises 

that ~·:here it can bC' sho\vn that ar~ c•nh•r­
pri:-;.c or a bn~ine~s. ]~ b~in,g { arricd out to th.l' 
dc•trimrnt of rh(' 1 W.ople o~ rhc State. ur 1~ 
not being carriPd 

1 

on at all whc~1 it .. ~lHJ~llrl 
be ca.rricd oll, then thC'rt' is 'J, JnstlflC'at~on 
for the Go,~crnn1L'nt con1ing into the tra·d.rng­
arena and devdoping thut particular industr~~ 
Ol' 8llC0Ul'aging it in S0Ill8 "\V[l,V. rrhi1t is thy 
on1v occasion on which a UovernnlL'nt 1s 

justified in tL6passing in tho way of State 
enterprises. 

Chillagoe has be<:n mentioned dm·inf( t.lw 
course of this debate. One of the main argu­
ments l;St'd b:' ("c Secretary for Mine in 
connection with Chillagoc--it is truo so far 
a3 it goes-'.- os that b.v the entry of the Go­
Yernmcnt into the n1ining 0ntcrpri~cs at' 
Chi!lagoc they had be< n enabied to keep a 
considerable nurnb{'r of n1en in cn1ploymcnt. 
Xo ono gainsays t.hat. The Govornrnent hctvc 
kept a considera.blc• nnmbor of men in employ­
ment; bnt onr point is tha(- the same numbN 
of men conld haYP br-('n kept in en1ployn1Pnt 
in ,:eproductive developmental work. The 
money which has been S·Juandered in 
C'hi!lagoe-wc shall never seo it again- ,ould 
have bo('n ,, Pll spent, and tho snmo nun1bcr 
of men c-ould baYC been 01nployed. in actual 
dcvelopmcma.l work in North Queensland. 
Mining as a!l activitv is a gamble, as we all 
know, and has proved a gamble Ill thF 
instance, yet we have been committed to this 
expenditure by the Government. I am quite 
certain that if the Treasurer had his way 
he would retrace his steps and c·ndeavour to 
retrieve some of the ground that ho.s been 
lost in that direction. 

At the present time there is Qonsidnablt' 
talk about the establishment of abattoire in 
Brisbane. A1wonP who has anv knm ledge of 
the mea,t indt;stn:. or has see~ the abattoirs 
in t.be Southern' States, mnst realise that 
Queensland is a long' way behind in that 
rcc,pect. If there is one State in the Com­
monwealth mor( than another that should 
haYe an up-to-date abattoir s:;,;tDm, I cla.in1 
that. that State is Queensland, bccauc we 
have a clin1ato 1nore '·Cven=- on mC'at thau 
is the caso with Victoria or South .\ustra.lia. 
Abattoirs s}:J.Ould haYe bc<'n ostablishPd hero 
a long time ago. 

Mr. HARTL':Y: \'lhy do you not carr: them 
out? You have the big pastoral companies. 

Mr. TAYLOTI: When the present Lien­
tenant-GOYC'rnor, Mr. Lennon. was Socr0tary 
for Agriculture. he was fairly keen OH the 
eBta.hlishment of abattoirs, and I think I am 
correct when I srty that a fair amount or 
money was spent in clearing certain land for 
the establishment of abattoirs at \Volston. 
Those abattoirs were to be used to Stippl,· 
the metropolitan area of Brisbane, but that 
is all that hRs been done. If the Gov<'mmont 
had gone on with that scheme at that time. 
instead of Bpending a lot of money on what 
one can onlv c.dl wild-cat vPntures, thev 
would han' had abattoirs at \Volston at a 
probo blo cost of £500,000 or £600.000, and· 
·o·ould have had something to show for the, 
mon0y, and wou]d havE been confcn·ing· [1. 

benefit on the people of Brisbane and on the 
meat industry general!;-·. Instead of doing 
that, they di,·ertod the mono:r to enterprises 
for which there was no demand, and no 
n0cessity in a,ny shape or forn1. 

'Tho SECRET_\lll' FOR PvnLic h<STRlTUO:>;: 
\Yait until we get the Kyogle railw<J.y, and 
you will sec \Yhat will happen then. 

::\1r. TA YLOR: During tho last few wePks 
we have been celebrating the centenary of 

Mr. 1'aylor.] 
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the cih· of Brisbane. \Ye shall fmd that by 
the end of next veur our national debt v;ill 
be scrnc"chero in 'the vicinit:· of £100.000,000. 
and about that time the Government will 
probably be proposing to colobrato that fact. 
\Yhcn th0 Govcrnn1cnt can1c into 11owcr nine 
·.ears a~:o tho r~ticnal debt was £56.000,000. 
ft i~ not ne( 2~>ury for anv hon. n1cn1bcr to 
dilate on such figt;rc~. " 

I-T on. J. G. APPLL: ' 1 BotTO'Y. boon1, and 
lnu~t.'' 

The SECRETAR~ FOR Pc:BLIC IxsTRccnoK: 
More people pay bigger income taxes to-day 
than CYC.C. 

:\h. JUAXWELL: Thev said 1n 1915 
o; Fina!l{'f' is the t(~-,1 of g:OY('!'lllllCllt : " 

\Ir. T AYLOR: The GovPrnmc•nt. when in 
''[lposition, bit(erly complainNl that the 
nahonal debt had reached £56 000 000 and 
appealed to the electors to defeat' th~ Go­
vornnwnt who "err; rcslJOnsihle fm· that debt. 
Hm.- have the mighty fallen~ 

Hou. M. J. KIP.WAN: Y0s, how ha ye they 
fallen 1 They are m·er in oppoGition now. 
(Laughter.) The hon. member for \lbert 
for iw·lanCr-~ the :mighty! ' 

:\Ir. TA YLOR · The TreasurPr is one of 
the t .-;o 1nembcrs of Parlia1nent rf·'·ponsiblo 
for the publication of the pamphlet referred 
to by the hon. member for Albcrt. In that 
prcmphlct it stated " Finance is the test of 
goYcrnn~ent." The llUinphlet pointed out all 
the tcrnb]o thing-~ Yrhirh were happening to 
Quec!lsland. \Yhat would the Treasurer now 
g-iYc no, or to havp wrir1-en or signed his 
JJaYnC' to that pamphl0t? He v·onld like vcrv 
>nuch if its content, wPre buried in oblivion. 
but :hon. mf •nbc:rs on this sidC' are not going 
to p_ertnit it to be buried. Y\;o arc going· to 
rcmmd the hon. gentlPman that he wrote 
that par1phlct. ;,n,( the hon. members sitting 
beside him of thl fact that tlwv subscribed 
to it-even the hon. memlwr f~r Fitzrov­
OJnrl that thev haY(' now chanrre{1 thc'ir rhi-hHlc. < • ~ ~ ~ ' 

:\lr. H \RTLEY: The test of that pamphlet is 
the· fact that w<· arc still hl~l'P. 

:\lr. TAYLOR: The Prc~s informs us that 
the Secn•tar' for :\line'. in the course of an 
intPryiew at s\ dn('y On his return fronl 
\m erica. said t,ha t , the cetabli,hmcnt and 

rnaintenanec of se<--ondarv industries 1va:;; abso­
lutely essential to thP osa]vation of Queens­
Lend. That is qui10 all right. IVP do want 
to "' tablish se•;ondarv industri0o. But how 
a re · cconda ry inclustrie,,, to be established 
\vheu thL TrtasnrPr and those ~Supporting 
hlrn arC' C.'Jlnlnirtcrl to a campaign inaugu­
rated by the supporters of the Government 
for a r~ductiDn in Y-.:orking hours. the pay­
lnr:nt 01 ·a fuJl basu wage to the uncrn­
plovC'd. and a ea' .ita] lcvv of 15s. in the £1 
on 'all income> of more than £1.000? That 
is the policy tho Treasurer and the non. 
rne1nbers sitting be3ide him are comn1itted 
to: yet they t<ilk about e<tablishing second­
ary indu:-lries: 

Hon. M. J. KlRWAN: ~What plank of tho 
platform is that'? 

Tl](' s~rRETARY FOR PuBLIC I'iSTRcCTIOX: 
That is Thompso·1's plank. 

Mr. TAYLOR: That rs plank 49. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. KING: It is one isscwd bv the " "~·hite 
ants " which have got into the party oppo­
~ltc. 

fJ!r. Taylor. 

:VIr. TAYLOR: It is the platform to which 
th< Treasur0r and bis supporter, arc COill­

mittcd. 
The SECimLiRY FOR PuBLIC INSTRuC'l'IOX: 

Don't talk nonsense. 

:Vir. 'TAYLOR: Let the hon. gentleman 
deny it. I a,Jn n1aking the charge that thP 
Trca:,urer and thG."e supporting hi1n are com­
mittcd to that platform. 

:\fr. DUNSTAX: That is not correct. 

l\Ir. TAYLOR: No Government have douc 
n1on~ to h~LJ11string inclu~trics by taxation 
thrcn the pro,ent Government have don0. 
The' ha vo prevel'tcd the extension of cxist­
inv; industric:> .antl. the creation of alro- 110\Y 

indn·"try. 
:N1r. HARTLEY : What about the cotton 

industry? 

Mr. TAYLOR: That is only a primary 
aff<tir yet. '' c have not got into the 
secondary, "thirdly," or "fourthly" stages 
of that industry. The Gm·ernment have not 
shown anything· in their platform to the 
eff0et that they are out to assist the cotton 
industry. 

Take the wool industry ! I was not sur­
prised to sec the _othnr dav. in ~he bala.nl'C· 
sheet of the Ipswrch 'IV oollen M1ll, that the 
enterprise had made a loss. The !'barges 
which haYe to be incurred and paid in 
Queenslnnd are one of the factors causing 
that lo<s. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTIOX : 
Nothing of the kind. 

Mr. TA YLOR: It was sot out in their 
balance-sheet that the increase in the cost 
of production was one of the items causing 
the lo"'· 

The SECRETARY FOR P1iBLIC IxsTRUCTIOX : 
The mason is that the•,, cannot compete with 
your Tory friends in Victoria. and the hon. 
member knows it. 

Mr. 'I'_\ YLOR : Why not? 

Thn SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IKSTRUCTIOX: 
Because they have not the machinery. 

}fr. TAYLOR: Wh? not? 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRcCTIOX: 

Because it is obsolete. 

}1r. 'l'AYLOR: Whv have they not got 
efficient machinery ? ·~ 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC IxsTRUCTIO"' : 
_\sk them. 

]\lr. TAYLOR: I claim that we should be 
able to compete with Victoria or any other 
State in the Commonwealth. \Vo must not 
forget that w8 have in Queensland what 
they hfl,ve not got in South Australia or 
"\V est Australia. \Ve ha,ve magnificent coal 
supplies-a splendid asset for carrying on 
secondary industries. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTRUCT!Ol\: 
It is the failure of private onterpribe. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Then, God help the enter­
prise if the GoYernment take it over. I 
supposu it will not be a failure then! 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: No-a tragedy. 

J\1r. 'l'A YLOR: During the last twelve 
years I suppose ten or twelve woollen mills 
have been established in the other States of 
tho Commonwealth, but here in Queensland, 
where we are producing an abundance of the 
finest wool grown, not only in Australia but 
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in the whole world, we have two small 
woollen mills in Ipswich. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC I;-rsTRUC'riO:-l : 
That is due to your Federal protection. 

Mr. TAYLOR: How is it that the other 
States can manufacture? Arc they not under 
(•xactly thP -.amo tariff conditions as we are? 
Is there a different tariff operating so far 
"'' Queensland is concerned? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTRL:CTIO:-l 
interjected. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Oh, hold your tongue. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member 
to adJreos the Chair, and not to invite inter­
jections. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Very well, Mr. Pollock. 
)iext week a wool sale will be held in the 
city of Drisbane at which 40,000 bales of 
wool will be auctioned. That wool is going 
to return to Q.ueensland anything up to 
£1,500,000-probably more. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic IxsTRUCTIOl'i : 
Less bank charges. 

11r. TAYLOR: I hope, Mr. Pollock, 
that you will keep the hon. geutlcman in 
order. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: His interjections are 
only silly. 

::Vlr. TA YLOR: Bpfore the end of the 
year I understand there will be another wool 
sale in Brisbane of similar magnitude. Yet 
wo arc sending that wool overseas and to 
the Southern States and bringing it back in 
the form of manufactures to clothe the people 
of Queensland. 

The SECRET-ARY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRUCTION 
interjected. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the 
Secretary for Public Instruction to restrain 
himself. 

The SECRETARY FOR PBBLIC IKSTRUCTIOl'i 
interjected. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

::Vfr. TAYLOR: There must be a reason 
for this, and I claim that the reason is the 
excessive taxation which has been imposed 
upon the people of Queensland by the pre­
sent Government. 

I-Ion. ~J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 

Mr. TAYLOR: That taxation does not 
show an;· signs of cea3ing. \Ve have in the 
Financial Statem<•nt the proposal of a 2d. 
tax on all cheques. I claim that that is 
another tax on industry. Another £25,000 is 
g-oing to be collected from the people of 
Queensland. 

lion. J. G. APPEL: A little pot boiler. 

:VIr. TAYLOR: On every marsupial skin 
and on every opossum skin in Queensland 
in the future there is going to be a royalty 
charge. That is what is going to happen in 
a short time. The Government are endea­
vom·ing to plumb to its very depths every 
possible avenue of taxation. I would sug­
g-est to tlwm, now th"" t they are putting a 
tax on marsupials of all kinds. that they put 
'' royalty on fish-charge something for every 
fish caught. That may be another source of 
1'8\'E'nue. 

The SECREV.RY FOR Pt::BLIC INSTRUCTIOX : 
\V e could put a tax on sharks. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Then it would be put on 
you pretty li.-ely. (Laughter.) You would 
be the first one. These arc matters which 

are tending to cripple industry and retard 
aeYclopment in Quepnsland at the present 
time. 'l'lw revenue for the year ended 30th 
June, 1924, exceeded the P'timate bv 
£363,939, whilst the expenditure for th~e 
some period exceeded the estimate bv 
£358,269. The Treasurer's Financi"l State­
nwnt is absolutely silent in regard to the 
arrangerncnts n1ado in London. The time 
has come when the Treaourer should take 
iho House into his coufidence in regard to 
that agrc~ment. 

1\Ir. J-IAH'l'LEY: They are gDing to :;;end it 
by wireless to Mars. · 

Mr. TAYLOR: So long as the} do not 
send it to the "pa's"' it will be all right. 
(Laughter.) All we knm' in com;cction with 
that agreement is what hac appeared in the 
Press, and I presume that what has appeared 
in the Pree is substantially what has taken 
place. \Ve ,,, ere gi \'en tc understand that the 
Treasurer. \Yhen in London, offered to do 
certain things, with which both parties 
agreed. It i·, not sufhcient. in connection 
\Yith what was donP in London for the 
Treasurer to fix up an arrangenl<cnt of a 
temporary nature, which mav bo upset by 
any ...._L\.dmiiJistratiun \vhich rr1a: have charg0 
of the affairs of Qneemland. in the future. 
Taking it all through. the Treasurer had 
a fairly good reception \Yhen in London, and 
I ha\'C not hesitated to say that the work 
which he accomplished ·"as to his credit; 
but the responsibilit· rests on the hon. 
gentleman at the pros<ent time to seo that no 
GoYernment which succeeds him in tlw dap 
to come will have povn~r to upset the arrange­
ment the1t he made. He i•- nbligert to see 
that that agreement is carried out to the 
Ycr,\ letter; and if an Act of Parliament is 
required t> do it, , hen a Bill should be 
introduced. If the Tr< asurer can do it in 
some other other way. well and good: but 
whateYcr is done should be of such a na turo 
that it \YiH be pernHlTIC'lH in its inrlclencc 
and it will be impossible for it to be upset 
by any succeeding party that rn.ay hav-e 
charge of the TrE•asury benches. \Ye ha.-e 
to retain the confidenee of the pi;nplc ',yho 
have money to lend. \YP know p:>rfectl~, 
well that we cannot cctny on the '-'ffairs of 
Quepnsland succc,sfully unless we are 
assisted by financiers a broil d lt is abso­
lutely ncccc,.o;;ary that \H; g(•t loan rr1oncy, 
,md if anything should bapjWn \Yithin a 
vPry ghort spac,~ of tl1ne in the way of 
upsetting any arrangf'nH-'Dt which the Trea­
surer made in London. thon I take it that 
our cn'dit will be worse then than it has 
been during the last year or two. 1 hope 
the Treasurer will realise that what lw does 
must be of such a character that thoro will 
bono dang.cr of the arrangen1ent being upset. 

The Treasurer's ron1arks in regard to the 
sngar industry are sorncv/hat meagre. The· 
Board that is handling· this busimss knows 
its job and it is doing~it. \Ye haYe had an 
uphill fight with the Southern States in 
regard eo the sugar il"dustry. The people 
of the SoPthern State" seem to miss this­
that at the point of production of any given 
article that. article is likely to h- f·heaper 
than it 1s anywhere else. Her-e in Queens­
land, virhere we are producing sugar, "\VO pay 
exactly the same price for our sugar as the 
people in the Southern State' of the Com­
momyoalth. We arc prepared, as Queens­
landers, to accept that position in order that 
the industry may be maintained and 
stabilised-we arc prepared to put a tax 

Mr. Taulor.l 
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upon consumers in Queensland in order that 
the industry may be stabilis0el. In the 
Southern States they appear to ha.-e lost 
sight of the fact altogether. 

A GovERNMEXT :\IEofBEH: Tl"•t·e " no 
Federal qiirit. 

::Vfr. 'TAYLOR: In Quepn·laud w•• ban• 
io import quite a large quantit\· of focd­
,:uffs from the other Statu. sueh a' flour 
'J,nd 1mt1.toes. They are produc('d in Vir­
J.orin and TasrnHnia. No·~r the pl'oplc· in 
\''ictoTia <..~-re getting the two lino:s at a. 
':Pry n1uch lossE~r rate than \VC' a . .re paying 
in Quccn.Jnnd, because \'\.~c haxc to pay tlw 
transport chr~rge · on then1. Ill \'ict oria 
JlOtntocs h,~.vc bc:t·n ranging frm,l £4 to £4 
5s. a. ton, while in Quecnsl.and \V··' have had 
to pRy, 101 addition to £4 5-. ton, the 
£2 5s. w hi eh it co~ts to b1·iug here. 
\Ve have not asked the people of Yictoria 
to supply us with flour and potatoes at the 
, ltYll' price as thc5T are getting tllern for 
themselvm, yet they have been doing all they 
]los.,ibly can to block the sngu.r industr? in 
Qu<'c>nslaml. N oh,·ithst..tnding the dtorts 
1hat they have nut-dE~, I sincprely hop(~ thnt 
1 he,~ will not bo suecessfnL 

\Yhile dct1Jing \Yith thP sug~tr induqr~,'· 
tl,crp is a point that I think "e ha n' eare­
tull,,- to ·.atch at the prese.ll time. \\"e 
l JYP f:.urplus of soine~dwr,-·, I unclc•r:::tand, 
about 60,COO or 70,000 tons of suc;ar in 
QuC'f·nsJaHd at the present titut~ for l,:hich 

hano to fmcl a market abroad. \\'hat ,-;e 
to be lilO'·t careful about v.ltll l'eg;n·d 

1r; 1l1at surplus sugar is thi.;;: \YlH ·1 it tw·" 
tdwo: cl we want to bo particu !a rh· c ,:dnl 
ro ~f'l' that it is not ~ol(l at a le-:~"('1' price 

rho manufacturers and cnnncrs of j~tnls 
,r_._·uit in the ?outhc:rn ~tatc•s are payi1~g 

at tnc pnseut tJme. If 1t should happen 
that that surplus sugar i:S soid at a 1csi'0r 
•·atP in the markets abroad than the people 
1r \.7ictoria are pa:~ing for rnannfacturing 
pnrpo~es nt the prc~:,f'nt tin10, ~lt1ll b0 
giyjng thc1n a good argnmPlH in fnyour of 
['nlliilg down}h? price of sug cr. 'TllP,Y ··ill 
"l once c t,IT, \\hat sort of pc•opll' lll'l' they 
m Queensland? The.'' go 'lnd sell their 
~-,;:rplus ~ugar .in an outsid(' 11Hlrkt•r at a 
)psser price. than they sell to us i11 Victoria 
~\·ho aro t:tying tu carry out n1t~nufactnrPs." 
That is onu of the things which the l::ltt;nr 
Bonrd will have carefullv to "·atch and sen 
!ha,t under no circt_unstitncr·.;:; suqJ{us su~:·d.' 
JS sc:Id at a. _lesser pnce than th0::-;c pcoplP arc 
!.a.yTng for 1t for n1anufacturing pnqloseE=. 

Thf' 1-,reasurer f>~timatf.".s that there VYill 
be a total revPnue for 1924-25 of £14.14'7.000. 
'll' an incr case over last year of £718,961. and 
!<11 expenditure of £14,137.150, Khowin<r an 
increa'.e in expenditure for th~~ current 

0

Ycar 
nf £721.81.3. Those fig-ures are eloquent as 
to the rc.:.orrrccs of this great Stab.:'. I clain1 
that in adr~1ini~tcring such larg, :-;um3 o'f 
I·lOnc:~ and In currying out the aeti-..~itics of 
l)uernsland at the present time tl1e Goycru­
Incnt do not sufficiently realisn t liL' fart, 
\,;hieh I haYo stressed on more thnn ouc 
occasion, that they arc trustPes of JlUhlir 
money. I kno,,, that all n1o11('3"' expcndt:cl 
hy a Go,~crnmcnt cannot be reproductive 
IItH! pay o':terest. \V0 know that with ecgartl 
io cc!ncatJ-on and qurte a lot of 1nattrrs \H~ 
do not cxr: u~t a direct interest rrtu:_·n on 
LqH'nditure, but in connection with n1uncv 
~ppnt on '\YOrk <Jf a reproductive 1r:turc a .. nJ 
dc";clopmental character the ( oycr--ment 
~Jwuld C'Xt)YCiso the greatc"t earl' I! carrying 
>~.'nt tl1{~ cxpcnUit.ntc. 

[Jlr. Taylor. 

Last session we discussed tho big irrigation 
'"heme in tho Da'i.'Son Valley. Since I havo 
been in Parliament I have not said one 
\l'ord against water conservation and irriga­
tion, because I think they are among the 
things which have been neglected in Queens­
land in past years. \Ve have come to realisJ 

that over a very large area 
[3 p.m.] drought conditions have become 

tho normal conditions; but thoro 
is no rr.1son whv we should suffer such terrific 
locsos as we ha\·e experienced hitherto if we 
only exercise ordinary foresight and care 
in water con~'~l~vation and, "\vhere possible, 
carry out irrigation schemes. \Vhen we were 
di·cu·sing tho Dawson Vallev scheme last 
sossion, I a'·ked the Governn~ent to endea­
vour to ··ccure the services of Dr. Elwood 
Mead, >•ho happened to be in Australia at 
t·hat time, with a view to getting his advice. 
This is a scheme running into millions of 
pounds, and ,,-o have had in this Parliament 
a very bitter experience of experts. They 
tell the Minister or the head of the depart­
ment that they estimate that a particular job 
i:3 going to cost ~o much, and then in quite 
a number of instances we find that the cost 
price is double or treble that figure. 

JYll'. Du"SHX: ,Just the same as the con­
tractors for the city council. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I have nothing to say 
about the conti·actors for the citv council. 
Y\'hcn .,.e are contemplating the c,;:ponditure 
oi such a v.,st sum, wo should got more 
expert advice. The Minister has to bear the 
responsibility and the criticism which are 
thrown at him if the estimate which has 
been snpplied t.o him and which has been 
supplied by him to Parliament has been 
misleading in any way whatever; and I say 
that it would be well if in this matter we 
could get further information and advice. 
\Ye want to see thie scheme a success. \Ve 
,,c;ant to see the Da wson V alley and many 
other va.lleys settled with prosperous farmers. 
I think that can only be done in a very 
large measure if we can provide the water 
facilities necessary to make their activities 
successful. 

'The Treasurer estimates a surplus for the 
current year of £9,850, and to his estimate 
he adds this remark-

" This nsult, however, can on! v be 
brought about by exorcrsmg strict 
economy and a close control generally 
over expenditure." 

And in the next breath he actually proposes 
t J spend another £700.000 more this year 
than Jac.t 0 car! I admit that of that sum 
increased interest on the public debt ropre­
sl'nts £459,000, which includes the extra. 
interest on the conversion loan. 

The TnEASlTRER: And £100,000 to the 
Prickly-pear Land Commission Fund. 

Mr. 'TAYLOR: I consider that that is a 
justifiable expenditure. 'The problem has to 
be tackled. and the longer we leave it with­
out the attention it deserves, so much more 
will be the expense. 

I would like to quote a. few figures showing 
exactly how revenue and expenditure have 
moved during the last few years. On page 
2 of the Auditor-General's report for last year 
the revenue for the year ended 30th J uno, 
1023, was stated to be £12,599,403, and the 
cxpenditul'e for the same year amounted to 
£12,784,382. leaving a deficit of £184,979. 
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Thr• .tC'C'lUnulatf~cl def1c.it for y;,-hieh no pro­
Yl5iinil has been n1ade arc-

1917-18 
1918-18 
1921-22 
1922-23 

£ 
409.451 
171.9G3 
188.591 
184.979 

£955.009 
Thl'l'L' wo have a total deficit o' £955.009. 
and. after deducting £145.000 paid in 1920-21 
inwa r·ds thn reduction of that u JllOUllt·, \Ye 

han· a total deficit of £810.000. This morn­
in!!, IYhcn the hon. -mmnbCr for :EnoggPra 
wes S]Waking. the Treasurer chall<'nged- his 
.ratenwnt that £145.000 had been applied in 
Tt'cluction of thl~ national debt. I1c C'0111ra­
dictcd that a·:sert.ion. 

Thn Tm::.\SDRER: -"Jo. vYhat [ C'Olltr~didcd 
\\-a~ the .statnment Lv the hon. 2,·pntlt•nwn 
that 1~ai stun was 'paid to the tru~tc't'-3 of t1te 
Pu Llic Debt Reduction Fund. 

:\lr. 1'.\ YLOR: It i; practicalh- the -.amP 
thillg', -

Tl TREASURER: It is not pnctic:dly the 
:-am(' thing. 

:\Ir. TAYLOR: There is !lot much diffpr­
t'lH'P. Tiw total deficit is still added to the 
na tiona 1 debt, and, oven if we i~:'Hlcd Troasurv 
hills in order to liquidate the deficits, it i's 
,Jill a. dcht, and therefore the £145.000 was 
rc:tlJ~~ .applied in the rcductiDll of tho.:;;,e 
.rleccits that I have just quoted. 

Tlv:. Tn,:ASURER: Surely thf' holl. g('ntlmnan 
doe:- nnt elaim to hnxc :n1ade a di -cover~v ou 
Ourt. 

:\lr. TAYLOR: I do not claim to have 
1r:adc a d]~covor;". Ono c.an di··f·ovt:•r quite a 
lot of things in reading 1hc Anditor­
G ('ncra I' s report 

ThP TR~ASURER: The hon. gr'ntleman necrl 
t!}l.I.~· read the Finnncial StatC'JllC'Ill to discon~r 
ftldL. 

:VIr. TA YLOR: There is an acr·nnmlatE•tl 
dt•ficit of £810.000 for whiclt no prm-ision for 
1 '<iymcnt h[::; been rnado. 

On 30th June. 1923. then' vvas £430,315 
L'X<'P:'i:-3 Df e.::tirnutcd revenue. a11d after 
deducting £33,612, being <•,timatcs not 
rc•alisrr1, we have a total of £396.703. Th0 
amonnt of expenditure undPr {_'stin1atPd 
;rmonntNI to £112.714. and if wt' deduct 
£107,872. reprcsentin;r the po,timaics ex­
ceeded. \nl have a balance of £4.842. And 
if we deduct the expenditure uncler estimated 
from the revenue received in excess of the 
e.3ti mate. we- have a !'Urplns rPYcnun for that 
. '·E'ar of £391,860. The Treasnrer estimated 
the <kftcit for that year at £576.840. but the 
actunl deficit was £184.980. If we take the 
receipts for .se-veral yoars and the expQndi­
t-un\ it VYill prov~ what I ':,aid a ff'-w n1on1f'nts 
~go. that the State has responded vvonder­
full:,- well to the financial calls upon it :-·car 
b;<- ye 1.r, until now the Treasurer estimates 
wt' ,,hall receive £14,000,000 by way of 
revenue for tho coming year. Tlw total 
rcceint.-; for Consolidated Revenue for the 
.1-ear .1913-14 'Nerc £6.973,258. 

:\h. CoLLIXS : There are 130.000 moro 
JWoplc here now. 

:VIr. TAYLOR: The Treasurn estimates 
that he will rect'ivc £14,000,000 ·dnring the 
rurrf'nt year, or, in other "~orc1!". he is 
reecivi11g more than double for 1924-25 what 
was l'Cccivod in 1913-14. The cxpondirurf' for 
;'lw ,-,ar 1913-14 amounte·d to £6.962.51'. 
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J0aving a surplus in that year of £10,742. 
The following table shows tlw J"•<:eipts. 
expenditure, and balance. for the period 
during which thP prc3ent Government have 
l~cen in offrce-

Year, Receipts. :Exprndi- I Deficit. Snr-
true. plus. 

£ £ £ 
i £ 

1014-15 7,202,658 7,100,30\l 3,2J0 
1015-16 7,706,:3GG 7,671,57:) 34:,70:2 
lUlG-17 7,880,8!13 8,134,:1813 253,4H:1 
Hll7-18 i',491A81 8,\l00,1)3:J 40!),451 ! •• 

1018-l D 0,415.343 n,G87,s:n 111,nss 1 .. 

1[)]\),20 11,203.7-13 11,2!l6,00!l . . -,:zo,s:n 
1920-21 12,601,0')1 12,5Dl,~Ol ' 

0,b-;O 
1 021·22 12,311,378 12,-+D9,06D 187,3Dl 
1022-23 12,599,403 12,78-!,:382 184,979 

Those figures speak in UlOf,t eloquent tcrn1s 
o~ financial nu:Jladnlinistration. 

OPPo:nTIO:X :\IE'\IBERS : Hc-u, hear ! 

:i\h. TA YLOR : What else can they tell of 
when we find a continually increasing 
revenue vcae after vc.:tr and thcso enorn1ous 
UcfiCienciC.s? I f']ai~, as other hon. n1en1bers 
hnse clain1cJ du1·ing this di~cussion, that n 
lot of the tronblPs which the Government arc 
exp~~·iencing at the• prcoent time within their 
own ranks have been brought about by them­
selves. and had they only exercised ordinary 
fon"ight in the expencliturP of the pubhc 
1110TI('YS vvhich thcv l'f•cmved dur1ng those 
yem·s: there would not have bPen that trouble 
··-ithin the part\. 'The Government would 
also have had no re-rson to curtail oxpendi­
t.ure as they have had to do in connection 
with matters which lmvo been dtscussed 
during this debate. The total revenue 
received in 1914-1915 was £7.203,658, wh1le the 
total revenue for 1922-1923 amount'-'.cJ to 
£12,599.403. being an increa3c since Labour 
tame into po'>Vf'l' of tho enorn1ous sum of 
£5.396.745. Tho expenditure for the year 
1922-1923 was £12,784,382, an increase over 
the ex]wnditure for 1914-1915 of no less a sum 
than £5.584.983. The deficits for the years 
1916-1917; 1917-1918, 1918-1919, 1921-1922, and 
1922-1923 aggregated £1,208.502. T.h0 total 
snrplmes for the vears 1915-1916. 1919-1920. 
and 1920-1921 amoi1nt to £71.454. Deducting 
the total surpluses from deficits we ha.vc a 
total accumulated deficit of £1.137,048, less 
the amount of £145,000 previously mentiomcd. 
That gives a total deflciency over the period 
of Labour Administration of £992,048. If 
you go bar'-< over the w·holc history of respon­
sible GoF•rnmcnt in Quccnslalld, I think that 
will be found to constitute, a record for 
reckless c~pcncli tu re . 

Mr. CoLI.TNS: You went out thirtv-fivo 
'twng and came back twenty-nine. Ho\v do 
you account for that? 

Mr. TA YLOR: One of the items of cxpen­
ciiture \\~1ich the. GoYernrncnt 3et out to 
;·educc was that as~ociatcd vvith local 
a.uthoritv work. I think that is most 
n'grcttabl~ That class of t~xpenditnro i:-; 
vvell tlirccl!'cl and supervised, .tnd the f:\tlltP 
is getting an .adequa.te and rn·o11C:r rDtunJ. 
\Yhen ono looks at the Financial 8tatcn1t~111 
and finds the small amount of money which 
i' in arn·ars bv the whole of the local 
uuthoritif-;s in VQueensland, it 111ust hP 
rcdmitted that the amount due is a small 
c•no indeed. The work of the local authori­
ties is mpcn·ised not only l1y the local 
authorities. but bv th<' Government; there­
fore there is a dOuble cherk. I take it ro 
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hon. n1cntber in this Chan1bce like.-: to see 
a curtailment of expenditure ou local 
"''thority work. That money is not lost. 
The Government charge interest, .and the 
payn1ents come in rogularlv. Verv in1portant 
v:orks are being car·ried ou·t \Vith · he allotlecl 
n1oney. 

I am ple<esed ID knmv thp' during the 
lhst fev, rnonths wheneyer 10quosts \Yore 
n1ade for additional raih'1 a vs the Serrctar' 
for Railwvys told the dep{.,htiom thai h,, 
could not seo his wa.y clear to giYc thern 
an:; encou~·a.gcment duri11g the co1ni1Jg year. 
Unless. the circumstances absolutely j,;stify 
Jt, I thmk tho time has come when \Y< "hould 
u~asc thn poliLJ" of railway buildillg- '•Yhich 
we ~a vo been ('a,rrying on for ~ JlllC years. 
\Ye 11ave only a small population. and we 
haYf'_ a big rnilcage of rnih\·ays 1o nwinU1in. 
I trunk that every effnrt should be '•lRclP t'J 
cl ·v-elop to the fullest extent the eountrv 
<!long the existing railway lines. If th~' 
railways are goini tc pa:y ~t all, they n1ust 
carry. 1norc g·ood:-: .than they are at pr( 'JC'lll 
car>:ymg. \Vhen It is coJ;sidercd that thP 
('apital cost of th0 railways i~ somewhf'rc in 
tho ,~icinit} of £50,000,000. I think ther" 
should be YC'l'Y little additional expenditure 
er those raihvays until th~y carry 50 por 
•.>ent. to 60 per cent. more t m!fic than tlwv 
do at present. \Vo do not want to see ou·,, 
trains running en1ptv, but as full as thcv 
possibly c>m be> If t11at policy is catTiod ou't 
m t!Jo future, It will be a >v-ise one> It is o ll 
~~cry fine ~to hlk about thP raihva: s decelop~ 
1ng the btatc. I a1n 111 fayour of tbat as 
:tnuch as UDJ n1an jn thi, Clwmber; but. 
"\\·hen wo have bee~~ running ·rajh\~ays thirty 
?r forty years and thl'Y are Hot. paying work-
1l1B' e~penf;es, let alone int.t:rcst, then ~onll'-
1 h1ng IS Y ._·ong. '\Y c do not_ C'xpect ra.ih;r;~ -,-s 
to pay when they are firot started. hut when 
they _have been in cxi~tence hn~nty. thirty, 
and In SOL<e case~ probably forte- ve.:.trs a11cl 
ure still :-howinr,- a loss,· the11 V ,fe should 
•· tnkc~ a pull" and sec if Wt' caunot po·-;ibly 
l'ClllL'dy the trouble. To think that \H' have 
heLd to out nf the Consoli,lated H<'Yl'nuc 
dur1ng last nine years o\·cr £11.010,000 
to n1akt~ up the d0ficicncy on tLc r..tihYaYs is 
rather alanning. V 

Mr. DuESJ'A"<: \Vhat would you do with 
the non~paying railways? 

Mr. T_\ YLOR: It is yery hard to say 
what one would clo with them. \Ve know 
that iu some of the States of the Common· 
>Ycalth th••y shut them down. That is an 
unfortu~~te state of affairs; hut they faced 
the posttwn and absolutely shut them down 
in ?Ome districts. . If you have a railway 
endmg, sa;;~, 50 nul'" from Brisbane and 
there is an agitation for an extension of that 
raih:a_y for 20 or 30 miles, and it is extended, 
what IS the result'? You find that the goods 
that were carried when the terminal point 
was at 50 miles arc carried on to stations 
be~ween the 50-mile point and the SO~mile 
pn!nt, and you carry no more goods on the 
railway when you extend it tD the SO~mile 
point. That is not good business and it is 
not the sort of business that the Government 
shon_ld stand for. We should give every 
poss1ble cncouragomont to the primary pro­
ducers to settle in all parts of the State, but 
we should also encl_eavour to bring the rail­
ways nearer to bemg a paymg proposition 
than they are at the present time. 

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedp): The hon. member 
for 'Windsor in criticising the Financial 
Statement laid emphasis on the increase in 

[111r. Taylor. 

revenue during the period that the Labou' 
Government have been in povver. Dnw 
doubteclly the people of Queensland have 
also noticed the increase in revenue during 

_that period; but the hon. member took the 
increase in revenue as a basis for criticising 
the present financial position. It must be 
remembered that an increase of n•vcmue 
1ncans an increase of busines;;, .anJ it 1ncans 
also an increased responsibility. The Govern­
ment have had to face the increased respon· 
sibilitics that the increased revenue and 
''xpansion of business in Queensland have 
brought about. It must he remembcn'd also 
that the public estate is not only run fnr 
the present moment, but that >Yhatoyer Go­
YCrnmont happPns to lw in l"'' ,.,. the:. ha Yf' 
t·o prepal~e thnt public estate for tht~ genera­
tions that arc to con1e, and in a young 
country like Queensland. as yet undeye]oped. 
as yet practicaJI~~ bare of secDndary indus~ 
tries, the cost nf that development is ver:<~ 
heavy indeed. It is on the wi,dom of Go­
vernments that the future generations must 
clepencl for their prosperity and happiness. 
The hon. member for Alhert emphasis0d what 
had been done by past GDvernments. and I 
say definitely and clearly that these past 
Gnvornments had to do something and they 
muddled through, but always at the e'<:peme: 
of the toiler-always and at all time's at the 
expense of tho working man. They were. 
as they have boen accused of being. Tory 
Governments. They stood for the• old Tory 
policy that had been carried out for years 
in the old countn·, and thee· canied it out 
,~ith one hundre'd per cent. ·efficiency in 
Queensland, and nothing that can bo said of 
them will clear them of the charge that 'lt 
all time.s they disregardPd tho bottom dog­
the man who did the real York of the 
eountry. 

The h011. mmnber fol' \Yind~ul' aL~o 
touched on the question of wooliPn mauu~ 
facturcs and other seeondan indu,tri' s. I 
think he mentioned the Ips\'.,ich \Yoollen :V1ill. 
::-iow the,·.• was a time when the 1 pswich 
\\' oollen l\1ill used to send round circulars to 
the workers asking th<Om to purchase the 
hirt• .. and other things which they produced. 

I can sav, as I have worn them mysplf, that 
i hey wero a first-cla•·, article; but they got 
their opportunity during the v .. n when they 
HHU1Ufae1 ured cvcrv ouLn{~ of woollen good::; 
which thl'l" could manufacture. Thev in~ 
cn•ased their revenue. Lut .aft~r the wm; the·: 
failed to ocvote their ""pi tal to tho iurpt·ow;~ 
ment nf their mills. The article produced 
during the war was of splendid qualit,~, 
but they did not produce. as good au al'ticlP 
"ftcr the \". ar and thev arc not erect inn· 
~p-to-dato Ina~hincr~y alld extending thri7· 
operation which js responsjbh") for thP 
woollen i,;uustry nnt being so far adYanced 
as it should be in Queensland. 

A lot has been said about the WJJYcrsion 
of the loo ns. During the debate n n the 
Address in Reply the hon. member for South 
Brisbane stated distinctly-and I agree \'."ith 
him-that capitalists kr:ow no country~ and 
nothing but har-d matter~of-fact business, 
{__ash, .and increased intere~t in connection 
'•ith the monev loaned out. That being .-o, 
how could the 'TreasuPr or anybod·. else bP 
I'esponsible for anything that was done with 
regard to the negotiations with those capi­
talists? The point is that they wore out to 
increase their interest payments. The,~ hacl 
been given two splendid levers. One level' 
was the delegation which went home. Jus> 
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,,·, horL n":mbero opposite rcrnind the Trea­
"Ul'Cr and th(' cx-rrroasurcr of the financial 
pamphlet they issued in 1915, and are not 
going to let t hen1 forget it, so wo arc not 
goi11g- to le' hon. Incn1bcr::r opposite forget 
the deleg<ltion which went to the old countr;, 
awl Y"hich they supported. That delegation 
to :1 gTc<tt extent gave to the capitalists of 
l he old country something on which they 
L:"nuld increase their interest payments-soinc­
ilJing· 011 ,-,-hich they could improve their 
posltion ilf' Inod£~rn Shv!odz:J. There is also 
the fact that an ancient Torv Government 
had lc•ft ll' approximately £25,000,000 to 
conYert YYiihin two years. ,,-hich was another 
<'xcellc•nt len'i' for the financial interests of 
Great Britain to ask fur a higher pavment 
of interc •t. • 

~fr. j,lnonE: The GoYPrnmcnt had since 
1920 to CHJWrt £12,000,000 

:\h. BRUCE : That is quite correct. but 
i; does not alter the position a great deal. 
I believe ilwre has been a conces·,ion to the 
pa~torali~i..; in Engla.nd, but, if anybody 
wishes to imp!)- that the Treasurer pcrson­
all:,v n1adc a con('C''' '.ion, it is incorrect. 
lnst('ad (,~ charging increased interest pay~ 
r~tcnts, ~.d1at the Inoney-lcnclcr.:) did was to 
get a lal'ge::.· ;;:urn of money from Queensland 
per n1ediun: of this arrangement in regard 
to rents. Thoro is CJO doubt in the world 
that th~:y are going 1o g.et a surri of· n1oncy 
in the shape of pastoral ronts; but the 
Tn~<:v~urC'r':::; handling of the case was as good 
as anv other man could have handled it. 
I am satisfied. too. that: the Treasurer is one 
of thP outstanding n1cn in Au"tralia to-day 
:-;o fal' a:-:; t-tatt ,smanship is concerned, but he 
has his limits the sa1no as anv other n1an. 
It cliu not matter to these inunev-lenders 
\vho went to thorn, because borroV\crs are 
just like any other m0n of business. A man 
goes to hi'< bank and his banker tells him 
that he cai< have mono·: at a certain rate of 
intcrc<;;t a11d under certaln conllitlons, and 
he ha3 10 accept the terms laid down. It 
j~ t}•c sanu~ in all ftnancial tran~actions. 
VYhat \YO want to get d(nvn to is that finance 
has a grin oyer all things, v:hcther it is the 
individu;}l rnau or \vhrthcr it is the Goyern­
nwnt; eo why this attack has been in many 
in~~tances dirf•ctcrl against the Treasurer in 
the Press and in public I cannot understand, 
because many in the Pr-ess who attack the 
Treasure-r know all about the grip of finance 
and the ramificatiom of the present banking 
systen1s in the world. and know that the 
'i'reasurcr or anv other n!Ull has to take 
what is offered.' Thrlt is all about that 
particul:n qu-estion. 

The Treasurer hinBclf had q1!ite a lot to 
say on i.hc qur,,tl_on of 0'\:i rcn11si .... In rny 
career a a unionist officlal and a worker 
amongst tho rnen, I ha ,-e rnPt n1any \Vho lYCro 
cl a s"cd as Pxtrcrnists. and bcii<>r men than 
some of them it would L·' impos_,iblc to find. 

Thev were men \vho were to a 
[3.30 p.m.] brgc' extent idealists. They 

hoped for a b0ttcr and broa.der 
life for the pooplo of the State and of the 
world to be accornplish<•d. I know of one 
rurticular instance-of Paul Fn~Pman--a nran 
who was persecuted bv the Federal Govern­
ment of Australia, of-all people. Tlmt man 
'"as as clean r, living rnan as eve-r ~Stood in 
shoe leather. He was the acme of courtesv 
towards women and chilcln•n. His life wa':s 
beyond reproach. If he met a ,,-orker, he 
advoca.tccl in the C]Uietest and mildest of 
terms that he should join the organisation 

in the indu5lrv in \Yhich he earned hi:-- living. 
I have never 'known that man to b,· abusive 
or anything but kindly towards men in 
general. J3ut he made a speech on one occa­
sion at the Duchess. The subjo-·t was the 
flags of all nations, and after dnling wit.!, 
the flags of different nation;o and pointing 
out, for instance, why the strip!-; and bars 
v:ere on tho'c flagB-celcbrating wars in which 
millions of people were ck,troyccl, as they 
were dcstro>cd in thi' last war which dis­
graced civil]sation-he finished U!l b} making 
1·efcrcncc to the reel flag. '\c hi eh is the e2'1blcrn 
of the worker, and w.hich is tlw embkm of 
the blood those people have spilt in the figh:. 
for democracy in the pasL In making that 
speech ho was listened to b a11 expert in 
the 1nining industr:,\ IY0ll known in the 
Cloncnrry district, who made the n•mark that 
hu would report hirn. 'rhis rnan was arrc"tecl. 
1 met him whilst under arrest, and when l 
asked him \,·hcther ho \Vantcd anything? he 
said that all he wanted v::lS that the people 
who caused his arrest should brine; some 
charge against him under the hw.o of the> 
country. The Federal Goyemment ,,-cro not 
able to do it. l-Ie was taken from hero to 
An1crica and fro1n America bar~\: here. ~eVL'l~ 
at any time -was he charged. '"-~ith anything. 
Finally, knowing that there v. as nothing 
against him, the;y dumped him ou the first 
European \\ harf at which the boat called. 
He was c~arged wiLd nothing; hi::: guilt wa.s 
-,in1ply that he \Yas a d·~~.~ adYOC<UP. I haYo 
seen the most splendid n1c11 an1ongst his clas:-> 
-men who wichcd to gain nothing for them­
sclycs, \vhosc 1vholo cnjo,;,-:ucnt and plea'i.ure 
in life were to improve tlw lot of Jciet:· a,, 
a whole. ~\nybody will admit that that idea I 
is worth while. One ht•s onlv to read-I 
need not quote them-the' works of Ruskin. 
probablj the greatc,t political LOnomis1 
from the standpoint of humanity that we haYc 
ever had, to sec \Vhttt :::oricty shonld be. 
Under the prc.cnt system of society there ie. 
no hope; the problem rcyerts back to these 
men who control IYlOll( :, ---not the n1en in 
business here in Queen~land-not the men 
cn~s,tged in primary production. They hav_e 
nothing to do >sith capitalism; they them­
selves arc in the hands of these capitalists. 
It is .tt tho root of these things that we must 
get. \Yhile on the question of extremists, 1 
want to sa v ~,hat one can be cxtrc~melv 
rnod0ratc as~ vvoll as extrcmelv militant in ;t. 
political Sl'nse, and there is ]uet as great tt 

danger, and probably a greater danger, in a 
man representing the Labour movement 
becorning extremely n1oderute than 1 here i~ iu 
bccoruing cxtre1nely militant. 11odcr.ttion is 
a magnificent thing. I take it that it is 
perhaps the basis of all enjoyment in this life 
-moderation in all things-but when you ane 
out to improve the condition of society, it i> 
a greater danger to bee0nw extremely moder­
ate than it i, to become extremelv militant, 
hecause unles:-3 there is some fire fn a rnan's 
sDul, unle,;s there is ·son1e desire to in1provC" 
things, if he becomes machine-lib , he cease.c 
to be of much \alue to a democratic moYc­
mcnt. 

J\:h~. KERR: ~~Du arc :nlakinsr: n, Yen· -:::cycre 
attack on the 'rrcasurer. '- " 

:VIr. J3RCCE: Like the Treasurer, I am 
able to make a statement clearly and dis­
tinctly, and I am making that' Jtatement 
\' ithout fear OJ' favour of the Treasurer or 
anybody else. That is my position. 

::VIr. CoLLINS: Hear, hear! 

Jl1 r. Brucc, 1 
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:VIr. BRCCE: I am having· my ·'"-'" on thi' 
quc,!ion .. I have dealt with~ Lh,;l po·iti,on ~' 
full~? as nrcninstnL-ces require and U6 Clt:'al'.L." 
as I have been able to deal "ith it. 

I would like to refer now to the CJU< ,tion 
of tho sug1r i>1dustry. 'There i, a distinct 

on thee n.:rt of the Federal Govern­
ment to ~vc th,; sugar industry in the lurch. 
and, on the other hand, wo ,ha Ye then1 <Lh-o­
cuting the txpenditure of a large sum of 
_wncy ror the purchase of cruisers in dcfpnce 
of Austral.ic. It has been empha,isecl that 
-)be sn~ar indust.ry is ono of the grcatc -t 
hulwarks of the White Australian policy. We 
need not ,.-orry about Europe. The countric­
of Europe haYo quite enough to do to clean 
np thPil' o"\n1 backyards in an endeavour to 
rccovc1· the pofition which they maintained 
prior to the war. It is incon('oiYahlc that \VC' 

should con1c into conflict vvith ~lincrica. and 
nny snno rnan 'vho 1,vill ::,peak his 111ind l~now;; 
perfectly well that there is onl:; one country 
that ,,~e fear, .,nd onlv ono countrv ·we { 111 

como into conflict with, an.d that ;s Japan. 
Tho bug;ar industry is building up tho fine.ot 
do£cnco that we can ever haYf' a':"·ainf't Japan. 
\Yu ha\~e the Fedoral Govcrnrncnt, cornpo~crl 
·OI Elon '"ho clain1 to bo stat,( :,mpn_ and thf'~· 
arf' now talkin~ ahout tlw (''\ponditurc of 
millions of pounds in the purchac e of 
eruisC'r>. I "\V ant to emphasi ~:~ <:Lt thi6 junc-

that they n.re going to build tlwse 
in Grt· 1.t Britain, a~ d shift holus 

ho]us to GrDat Britain the amount of luoney 
that tho,o cruic'Crc' will cost; but, at tlw same 
tin1c, the:~ will give no guarantee to thP 
15ugar incll>>try, v.-hich T regard H:" a greater 
dt•f(•Eco than all tbe cruiser~ the•. can buiJd. 
Ii nnly a. part of the rnillion: '.':hich the 
cruis( r~ \Yil1, cost vvas uspd as a guarantee to 
1 he industry, thero would b<> an exten-

that indv.3try by an increase in the 
<Jf pr-opl0 ·who \VDuld takP up ~ngar 

land, hv an '6P in tho nu m her of busi-
lwss p00plc v. W·ould follov.- tho:::p cngagpd 
i u p:;_·odnrtinn. n ncl we ''Yould continue to 
Lnild llp the virik and m:~gnif)cf'nt race of 
111cn thrlt is b<'ing built un ner medium of the 
~ugc\r indu~try to-day. What is required is 
"hat has been rcitPrated time after time by 
the Labour party, and will stand r0ih~ratio11 
fl L aH bnH "': and thut is a C·OJ11]11ctc ern bar go 
on th0 importation of black-gro\YIJ .:mgar. I 
""! dcfinitdy that if yoa are F;oing to allm\ 
stwar IT!'GW!l by black labour in another 
c~)~ntr'~/" to be in't!.'oduccd i::1 competition wlth 
whitP-!rrown sugar in Australia. then You 
might ae :well, ,;.,copt from the social side <;f 
the ouesbon. allow black labour mto thr< 
t>ount~·y to rompcto right on the j-oh. hecaus(' 
it wrmlcl be much .morp rpa,onablP than 
allo-H·in~ th ... snQ'ar gTo"\vn by H!f'h laLour t,o 
be imported. V\7P cannot get anything dcfi­
r>.ih' !lt ,tll L.Jn1 tho nrcscnt Federal GoYCnl­
n·ent on the que:;:.i1oll of a: complctP c-~nhargo 
nn the ifnporiation of black-grown sugar. 
Nataralh- the farmer rcquirec a guaranteed 
pric0 for his con modity. Sngar-cane grow­
-ing is not a thing :von can go in fc)1~ to-dB~, 
aPrl Bhlrt busin(>- nght away. You take up 
a hlock of land, anrl it is probably two ycan 
hPforc ; ou get a crop, and in ',Onle tJlSP~ that 
will only be a very light crop. It is J1?t 
po~sihl0 to clear l; nd and p1an1 a ('1'011 111 

lcsR th11n (I_ couplo of vear.s. <-"nc-1 it if) PP''C~­
~i\l'V that iho ab olutcv ,n1initnllm ]wriDc1 for 
v·hich n rJricc is guaranteed ,.;l1cu!d he flyp 

vears. I congratulate the hon. JJJrml•er for 
~-'irani npon in troUncing the 11f"3 r rpic- ... tion 
in the t>arly pad of this s. 'ion. (He .r. 

[Jlr. Bnlce. 

heal'!) I congr •. tulatc him on rccogni~ing: 
that there is urgc11t need for improv~cm0nt in 
tho sugar indu£tJ·.v. 

:\Ir. IlY"ES: His was i\ll election ctunt. 
(Opposition disscnL) 

:VIr. DRCCE: I congratulate the hon. 
lilClllber on haYing rai:.-cd th ~ question. in·c­
Sl1ective of tho pa1 ty he b£'lnn~s to, because 
eYe!y lt..'Cn1it that ·will SU])port and stnnd up 
fo~· that industrv i3 of thu utmr.1t inlportancn 
to it. and >rill ,;.,centuallv rceult in its bctter­
Jnr·nf:. The hou HlPrnLcr. though, Oit1 not 

IWW Inatte1·. IIis sp0cch in 
manv talliccl "·ith the speeches that 
I dc'li\~cred v,·hcn. ~~~- a Lalwnr candidate for 
the Senate at the last Federal election, I 
toured the ::'\orth and oHwr portioJ;, of the 
State. 

~lr. JhtAXD: Mr. Char1ton did Hot give ,vo~1 
n uch ]Jp]p. 

:;\1r. IIYX~,-,: II(~ gaye n1on• hPlp than \·-a:-. 
g·ot front the Bruec" Cl'O\Yd. 

il1r. BRCCE: Ono of the questions that 
I desire to bring before this House is in 
relation to the old people in Dunwich. 1 
have Yisited Dnn,vich several times. I have 
noticed a paragraph in the Sydney." Bulla­
tin" on Du1n-rich and it agrees vnth \vhat 
I saw on visiting that place. Durnvich is 
not a suitable place for the purposes fm· 
\vhich it is used. It is one of those legacrcs 
that tho Labour Government have inherited 
from past Governments. I recognise that it 
will cost a good deal to m::tke any alteration 
in tho polio: in regard to Dunwi<:h, bLlt that 
also is included among the logacres. I hope 
that the Government will investigate this 
matter <rnd endeavour, before very long, to 
do something lo select a new site. It would 
be a pavable proposition. 'rho present site 
does not" ITivc a great deed of scope for the 
growing ;-;f vegetables, which many of the 
old people would be very pleased to grow 
if i he ground was suitable. 'Tho menu of 
the in·tit.ution could be improved by the 
lnn1:...tes growing their own vegetables, and 
po\sibly b_v selling the surplus and making 
a fe,,- shillings for themselves. The follow­
ing extract, which I have taken from the 
S.-dnov " Bulletin," is true to a large 
(~tent~:-

" Dunwich (Q.), originally intended as 
a retreat for the aged, has latterly taken 
.on a more con1prehensivo character; it 
has now become a dumping ground for 
"1! ca<,cs '.d1ich the Government finds a 
difficultv in bestowing or accommodating 
elsewhoi·e. Many of these cases are badly 
served hv this concbsion to expediency. 
'The island owing to excessive dampness, 
cannot be' termed an ideal location for 
consnmptivos. Yet it houses twenty-five 
of these unfortunates. 'The cancer cases, 
numerically about as strong, would surely 
frtre better in the Diamantina Hospital 
for Incurable-... One cannot cavil so 
much at the inclusion of about the same 
number of inebriates, though it is signi­
ficant that the laissez-fairo attitude 
adopted towards these is yielding poor 
resnlts.'' 

I wao surprised to find in Dunwich patients 
who ought not to have boon there. 'The pro­
sent medical staff of ono doctor and an 
assistant, is not sufficient tD treat over 1.000 
'Jcoplc who are more liable to sickness than 
~ny other people because. of th_eir age and 
the nnmbcr of cases. of scnous d1seaseR. The 
medical staff should be increased. 'l'here is 
no gainsaying tho fact that the aged people 
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1r: Dun·. Ieh arc on tho industrial scrap heap. 
They arc> people who have worked and 
developed this country. I hoard the hon. 
rnember for Albort interject something about 
r)ioncers, but it was not the rnan or the 
companies who took up largo blocks of land 
v:ho wore the pioneers. Many of the people 
rn Dum,-ich will be found to be the pioncere 
nf this State, and they should he gin·n everv 
Joossibk considortttion. They have done tbf:. 
1wrk of their day, and are no" on the indus-
1 i'~al S('rap hE ip. I should be failing in my 
dutv to the communitv if I did not call the 
attention d the Government to this parti­
ccdar phase of the work that we should do. 

\Vc· hc•r a lot abont pionCPl'" from botl1 
.;.id0s of Lhe I-Iousc'. There is anothr•r ~('('lion 
nf the prorJlo of Quccn,,la.nd \Vho ~bnnlJ 1·ank 

out· pionccrs~thc prospector". I l'efcr to 
men "\\ ho hay0 found our Iuinl•ral wt•altlt, 
\Yho are still cnclcavoLuin.u: 10 find th0 

I1•inrr.nl \,. _alth of Queensland. Tlt0 original 
1 ·ionccrs ni 1\Iou 1t Isa ~.vet·t• a f('l' 'pro::;­
! l(~Ctor.~ wJ1o a.t the time hJ 1 nud1in~~- lmt 
flour. Leef, and t 'a in thPll' b;1g They 
discoycred ~IDunt Is a, bnt ,_;id 1 hP" g0t 
anything out of it? 

:\lr. Vov LES: ?\o. 

Mr. BRUCE: In company with th.., hon. 
rncmbcr for Flinde!.'S, tho _._L\:ttornev-Ucner 
I approach•J th" Secrcterr fnr .\lim•e 
a .ked th t the Mount I sa dietl'iet ltotdd be 
restrictr·d td n1irwrs' rights .clainb. Although 

kno:v that eventually ]argt' ·ag:rn\<:;aticn~ 
. cap1tal must dcYclop the e fi,.Jck our 

obJ<'Ct Ya' that the area should lw cut up 
1nt.o clauns. 'The pro3pcctors 1n that an'a. 
1\'0uld t!Fn hayc been ablf' to g·pt a fc•.-.· 
hundred thousand pounds that are due to 
1 hem for the work they ha Ye done. The 
al'CUS ,,-ere rc;duccd to 10-acre bJocks but 
,,-hilc that was excellent in itself. it did not 
.neet the object of the hon. member for 
Flindcr ancl myself. It is history now that 
rnen "\Yith n1otof cars came alonn·, and asked 
n1011, " \V1Jl vou lend me vonr t"lnam0 for a 
.'', cck or two·;, rl!ld all that kind of thing. 
lhe p>·ospectors ehould haH; consideration 
and I t!link the Government should' mm·c i1~ 
this n1anner. _4._ny man who can proye that 
he has been prospecting for a cr•rtain tim" 

<ll" that he belongs to a prospectors' associa­
non should be grantc>d a free raihYav pass at 
Christn1as time, as are Governnwnt ·:-Prvant~. 
TlH~se 1ncn in 1nany cases spend vPar~ in the 
hush, a~d never save envugh rrlnney to geL 
uut of 1t: They should be giv~n a holiday, 
and I thmk they are entitled to tlw coHccs­
.swn I o.d,-ocate. 

Th0n there is the qupstion of r, 44-h:;ur 
IYeek. It will be remember<';] that uHder 
rhe Inductrial Peace Act a man had to be 
' m·king in the industry to reprccr•nt anv 
union. and a n1ember of the n1anagcn1ent t~) 
represent tho emplovers, in 1nost cac.;e') 
assisted by legal advice. In 1915 1 was ,,-ork­
ing in the mines at Mount Elliotr and was 
appointed as union represcntatiYe in the 
Arbitration Court under the Industrial Peace 
~-\et. On \hat occasion we secured a 44-hour 
\n~ek f~r the men. Ever since thr•n a position 
has ex1sted which I think is a ridiculoue 
one. Year after year we have to go into 
rhe court and fight the question of a 44-hour 
, eek. The usual thing is for tlw c'rrmlo, er 

to a•k for a 48-hour week and for the ~m­
nloyees to ask for a 40-hour '"cok. The 
matter is debated before the jud;:-e, and so far 

," han; always been successful in getting a 
-.-hour week. 

The question of averages does not affPct 
t!_1c man v.ho is "·orking fifty hours a \Yer•k 
'Iho fact that the aycrage is fortv-fivo and 
a-half hours a week is no good t; the man 
1\'ho is working from fortv-eirrht to fiftv 
hours a week. \Ye hay~ th{; roPrc,cntativr~~ 
uf the GovernmC'nt statin<r that it is the dutv 
of the Arbitration . Ccr;';·t to bring in a 
44-hour \VW-'k, and bn1e a Her tinw \V·C ha vc 
had the leading jud·r,e of the Arbination 
Court stating that the Go.-ernmcnt should 
nnroduce legislation to establish a 44-hour 
··,eek. ·what is the worker going to think 
~1· ?"Y ."·hen ho he an the judge of the 

__ rl;li ra.t1nn Cc,urt 011 the one side f aying that 
l<·grslatwn should be introduced to bring in 
a 44-hout· >ycek, and, on the other side, the 
rcpn::-;~~nhdJv:~s o.f the GoYernmont saying 
that the .c\rbJtratwn Court can deal with the 
lllatl er 1 It does not matter who is right, the 
v. o~ker v;ants to kncJ\v ,...-here he comrs in, 
cnu between the two IH' falls. If the 
>;orkers are to roceiyo no b0neflt at all from 
mcreased prosperitv in the country and 
f om improved methods of production, then 
tho OWIH-'rc~ of the n1cans of production '"'ill 
gL't the whole of the profit and the worker 
l'L'Inain--; 1 C'DlnparatiY-!ly speaking, just as 
n1urh a slave a:::: he \Yas jn the Parly days. 
-~ hundred motor tractors ar·c being intro­
GLicecl mto the sugar .and cotton fields in 
the North every month, and with that im­
p·o.--ed method of cultivation tlwro is not 
the slightest doubt that the producers are 
bt'ncfiting. They will tell vou themselves 
that they arc benefiting·, ar{d there is no 
: rgument about it at aJJ; hut on the other 
hand. the condition uf the ,;orkers is not 
illlprovod in any shape or form. The Secre­
tary for Lands, in his speech in this House 
ilw other day, said that he fouo·ht for and 
\'Von the 44-hour week for minors" as far back 
<1S the t~rao when ho~ \YBS an organiser or a 
v·orker 111 the far 1'\orth. Yien engaged in 
lntntng, bccaus, of the danger of miners' 
phth_isis, should have tho greatest possible 
('Onstderabon as regards shorter hours; but 
there are many other industries that arc quite 
as. on:rou~\ if not quite so dangerous-indus-
1nes m whJCh you can proye by statistics that 
fer ovcry. hour a. man ,,~.-urks over eight hours 
a day .an HlCrcased ntunber of arcidents occurs. 
'The question of expenses is one-I would not 
be correct in saying capable of many solu­
tions-but that is capable of solution. There 
is one thing that requires consideration. 
\Vhen thu State butcher shops were first 
<'stablished the Goyemment purchased State 
sbtions with the object of preventing a 
boycott of _the State butcher shops by those 
•,. ho own<><:i and controlled the cattle. But 
there aru State stations to-dav which are 
not neceo,ary. I know one station in par­
ticular-Dotswood-not v-ery far from Towns­
ville that conld be cqt up into small blocks 
'>'ith benefit to the workers, and it would 
lead to increased prosperity in that district. 
There arc many other directions in which 
the financial position cculd be improved. 

Then as to tl,e dfcct of a 44-hour week on 
unemployment. There are an1 amount of 
ir,dustries to-day--not only Government in­
dustries, but private industries in which 
incrcc<sed employment. would be giycn with­
ont increased cost by having a 44-hour week. 
·whore overtime is being worked in many 
case'' to-d"y, if a 44-hour week were intro­
duced, an extra number of men could be 
found employment at the same cost. That 
''"ould probably affect the figures a great 
''ea] in l'egar-d to Government enterprises. 

Jfv. Brnr:e.l 
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Another question which I think should be 
given consideration is preference to unionist~. 
\Ve find, particularly in the sngar industry, 
that the whole of the work is carried on at 
the present time with very little conflict or 
friction between the employers and em­
ployees where every man en:;-aged in the 
industry is a member of his organisation. In 
conversation with industrial inspectors, I have 
received the admission from them that, per 
medium of preference to unionicts, they find 
thcv can do their work in a much quicker 
and more effective manner than they can do 
it where preference to unionists is not 
granted. I venture to r-ay that moderate 
employers will admit that there is very little 
friction between them and their employees 
to-day, except that the different employers 
and employees fight out their case in the 
Arbitration Court, and not as they used to 
do in the past out on the grass on some 
occasions. I think the matter of preference 
to unionists is an important matter for the 
imptovoment of Industry as a. whole. 

Mr. BRAND: It is generally recognised. 
Mr. DHTJCE: It is generally recognised in 

those place·>, where unionJ arc sufficiently 
strong to enforce it. In smaller phases of 
industry very often preference to the 
nnionists is not gmnted. 

Mr. BR.\ND: If unionists do the right 
thing, the principle is generally recognised. 

::\Ir. DRUCE: The question of what is the 
right thing is a matter of opinion. In con· 
nection with public utilities, I agree with 
the hon. member for \Vindsor that loans to 
shire councils are perhaps the branch of 
loan expenditure which is best handled. 
\Yll get a return from the shire councils, 
the mone:c is guaranteed, and in the larger 
percentage of cases the work they do is in 
relation to the money spent. I am reminded 
of this, in view of the fact that at Halifax, 
a centre in mv electorate. thcv have been 
l1ghting for the-last twenty year~ to secure a 
bridge which is of the utmost importance to 
that town. I was somewhat astonished at the 
extent to which the loan moneYs for that 
particular pnrpose had been cut down on 
the present Estimates. I trust that whatever 
money is available will be lent for the pur­
pace of developmental work in the different 
shires in Queensland. 

Something has been said on the question 
of exchange, and we have had some very 
"trong etatements with regard to the matter. 

At ·l Jl.ln., 
::VIr. F. A. COOPER (Brcm; r). one of the 

panel of Tcn1porary Chair~:.-:!en, rclicYcd the 
Cha.innan in. the chair. 

:\fr. BR UCE;: It is knmm by ell that 
at the prc.ent tin1e a large amouitt of n1one:,' 
be]oJJging to the people of Australia is 
r~:tained in England owing to th:~ inJ·cres1 
chaTge \Yhich ·will be Jna c!:: 0n the transfer 
,,f tlwt money to ~\ustralia. T do noi accept 
the YiP1vs -,Yhich ha vo bor-n cxpros3L'rl to the 
dl'0ct that the qnc-:-;tion o exchange bPn\·ccn 
\t-t H'l' countries and Great Britaiu is on tlw 
~:t111n footing as the question of the exr'haugP 
~Jl't"'.Yf~cn Great Britain and Australia. It· 
f·~t~,~t bP l'Cnlcmbered that thr' cn!Tenr""'.- iu 
use in thn latter case is identical. and "that 
thi"l intL"rcst charge for th0 tran:-fcr of n1onev 
to Australia-hcro I join issue ,,, ith 130ln0 
0f the speakers-is clu,, to a trade balance 
ir fayom· of Australia, not money that is due 
to ibo raising of loans in England. \Vo 
ha Ye a system of banking by which .\ustralia, 

[Mr. Bruce. 

a 1nigc p1·odu'"'f'r of gold. tran:3fer."- lt to 
E'ngland r'Cl' n1edium. of note iSMll', llOt pt>r 
JHeditun of any surplus of !_[,ouds {11' .co~11-
JnoditiPs that '''e rccciye fron1 th·eat Lnta1n. 
It has been argued tbat] when \YC Rl't' 

dea.ling ''.riih questions ovc1 ,0as. ,,.P In u--t 
rroduce eon1111odities to baL1nre "hat IYl' 

receive fron'l ovorsea·o·; but I di::.tlnetl.\' 
that wo have never received the commodities. 
horn OYPrs0:1s to balance tlw r;ol·d that has 
been sent to Great Britain fl~on1 ~:luslralit~ 
ner n1cdin1n of a HlOVClTit..~nt in Lankin~. 
The question naturally introducL'~ <,VnlP ?-if~i­
cnltv. but the financiers of Groat Bntam 
..1re ~ ~·loing this in resper+ uf th<\t n'..ollcy: 
r.rhc:y say, ''It is here, and, if yon want it. 
you haYr: to purchase the CO!llllloditit.1 ~ "(' 

hay0 to ~·ell." Thev do not ·,~·a!lt to se11(1 
it he1·e to help Au.Stralia as proJu('el's <,£ 
comJnoditlol:' per 1ncdium of sueondary pro­
ductiou. So long as \VC arc> a. ·· wood and 
water jony," so long as ,,~ e ongage solely in 
] rimary production, they are ]H'e],arccl to 
assist us--in so far as the":.' arc at the san1P 
t~n1c assjst-ing thernedvcF-but~ \Yhon ir co1nr~ 
~-o a question of n1ak:ing available tlw nwnc.\ 
that is due to us in Australia fm the 
devdopnlC'nt of . \ustralia, then th0.-- ~>ut thP 
l1ra.ke on 11cr medium of an exc hangl' eharg(~ 
uf 3 per 'ent. 

Tho TREASURER: Do you sug,~·l·st that we 
could get that rnoney over here·: 

illr. BRCC'E: No. I sa.v that vou cannot 
g-et it out at a Pl'ofitablou rate. dlld l ant 
giYiu~ tho reason "'\Vhy you cannot. The• 
argument as to the balancP of irnpori~ onT 
exports. "hilst it may apply to the rest of 
Australia. does not apply to Qucc'nslancl. 
bccan~e (~ncen:-;land's exports hayo C''XlPCclerl 
hf'r irnports fron1 tlw old conntr;.~. Tht• 
p1·irr1ary lll·oduccrs of this Strlc-,not rtH!rcly 
the ''orkers-nced to study particctlarly the• 
question of finance in regard to the diffi­
cnlties uf Australia to-dav. Pconle often 
misnndf'rst(i.Dcl the ctpitai~stic ~<\"Stein. It 
is that that \Ve have to undPr::-.tand und 
whittle 011r of cxlstenc0. In it the capituli~T 
(·ount~ for Hothing. The- f;.r~teru 111ust bt' 
under·stooci. and I take it Ht.tt. '>Yhibt our 
legislation is wholly a question of prening 
tho tree• of c:tpitllism-and undl'r thooe CO'I­

ditions it son1etlmes grows n1ore Ylf! 'l'OU~­
·,vp 'vant to get to tho roots. 
GOVERN~IENT ME}fBERS: Hear, hear ' 
1\Ir. BRL'C:F;: I think that thl' SJ><'t'ch nE 

the hon. member for \Yarrego was one of the 
fincf't ~p~ '-'chc':l in ·regard to the fiuanci81 
t>pect of Australia's difficulties that h"'" 
lH:-cn dPii\~C'rcd in this Chan1ber, not bccalhn 
of thr• ~ )rge a!'C"a that t.hc hem. ltH~-,:1l'wr 
<"OYG!'CC!. He did >•ay that. pl'r medium of a 
certain simple method of trickery, the whole 
~~A t1Jose cngaprecl in production jil this 
20untrv '\Tn~ d0fraudcd of the fn1 its of 
their l~lwur. 

:\'Jr. HARTLEY: That IS thP ··oi·d--
" defrauded." (Opposition laug-hter. I 

Mr. DRCCE: We have to get clown to bed. 
rock. This is not a question for joking. 
Every hon. member individually is the victim 
of this svstem. We know that this ,. orlcl can 
produce ·mom than is required for the welfare 
of the people of the world. vVo know tha" 
America to-clav holds the largest gold 
reserves. is the wealthiest country in the 
world-the wealthiest country in the history 
of the world-still she has her tons of 
hundreds of thousands of people stan·ing, 
unfcd, a!).d unclothed. BocauSB this is a tre­
mendous hurdle to get over and a stupenclou-
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task to accomplish, and because we cannot 
do it in our- tinu.', \V'? must not say this. is the 
end of all thing>. :::\o matter how ineffective 
or futile m a v be the efforts that we make 
tcnyards doin~g a1vay ·with tho situation, as 
thinking n1eL \\'C nn1st set our shoulders to 
the Yvheel and fight this proposition, and not 
merely pass our .f<'W years on this earth and 
die having done nothing. There is no busi­
llCSS man here to-day who has built up hi· 
lmsiness Yvho has not a.t some time been in 
the hands of his banker, vrhen l1is banker 
could haYf' ouasb_cl him or let hiln go. Thoro 
is no man · who does not understand the 
banking svsten1 to sonle extent. rrhero is no 
man "~ho ·does not understand that with a 
few thousand pounds of capital-not a large 
amount-it has be0n vossiblo in the past, if it 
i not pos8ih1e now, for men to get t,ho 
\\·oalth of the people into their coffers; and 
if thev did wPll. thcv increased their own 
l'l'wmie. and if they· did badly, they went 
" broke." and the other man lost his cash. 

The banks and the :insurance compa.nies are 
only the collecting mediums to enable a few 
men to control the whole uf the capital­
I do not say wealth-as it is represented 
to-dav. 'l'hev control tlw lives and the condi­
tions· of the 

0 

people. I quite agree that the 
Treasurer could not have done morf' than he 
did do in England, nnd I quite agree that 
there is a difficulty with regard to monev in 
t·onneC'tion with t~hc rate of ex< ~ange, "'and 
in bringing the money to Que;msland; but 
unless we keep batthng on, we shall do no 
good. lf we e'tnnc t do a thing to-day, we 
can look fonYard to ck·ing it to-morrow. 

There is another aspc·ct of the question of 
the cash used for carrying on business in this 
{'ountry. I£ a worker receives his basic wago 
to-day. then at the end of the week it is split 
up bf'tween the grocer. t 1,e butcher. the baker, 
Pte., and is. baek in the bank in a very short 
time. You must not lose sight of the fact 
that vd1cn a nHtn i~ paid his ''\ages, he does 
not bum the notes. or. if there is a gold 
exchange. he• does not throw the gold, into 
the sea: but that monev is still available for 
carrying on ,industry arld for other purposes. 
r\ fter all. the gold and the notes are only 
tokens bach·d up by tlw wealth of the 
cotmtr~~ in vchich they arc issued. and at the 
f'nd of a. Ycry short period the workers' 
rnonPy goc·_, back to be reis3uf'd. It has been 
stated here that if a man has surplus cash, he 
looks fan,· .rd to inYe~tmcnt, but if he is 
L,xed on thnt ;none , he cannot invest. Does 
anybod:,~ mean to tell me that. because the 
Government take that monev and it is not 
im~c.,,tccl in private entNprisc. that money 
is taken out of circulation? The mone\' has 
certainly not been taken out of circulation. 
It is still circulating. whether it passes 
throng·h t,l;w channels of taxation or invest­
lnents by privatE enterprise. rfhese are some 
factors Yvhich have been overlooked in some 
o[ the statements that have been made on 
finance. Any hon. member representing a 
farming constituenc:· knows that the banks 
arc to-day restricting loans. I know from a 
recent visit to mv electorate that farmers 
offering gilt-edged securities three or four 
times more than the amount appli0d for have 
been rdnsf'd accommodation. 

Mr. MAXWELL: That appliPs a.!so to the 
Commonwealth Bank. 

Mr. BRCCE: I admit that. As the Trea­
SL'rcr has stated in this House, time after 
time the operations of the banks have also 
rcctricted other public utilities. What does 

that refusal of accDmmodation mean? It 
lllertns that a tnan posse-ssing a farm, through 
not gcthng the necessary accomrnoda tion. is 
unable to place h1--: area under crop, and IS, 
perhape, retardPd for two or three yean·. 

'Ylr. 'YL\XWELL: Hear, hear! 

Mr. DRUCE: If that man was able to get 
acemnmodation, he could have gro"\Yl1 his 
crops and-this ic a matter of vital import­
ance to thosp who represent the Labour party 
--'6Yell cn1plo~rn1ent to three or four n1en a3 
"ell. I clo not know sufficient of what is 
going on to giye the rl'a:-ons \vhy the banks 
are pnrsuing this policy, Lut I do not concur 
in the opiuion of the hon. member for \Vind­
>Ol' that it is purely a policy of security to 
obYiatc the position that arose in the great 
llflllk sn··ash in 1893. The country is not in 
the. position to-cl,:· that it was then. vVe arc 
nor on ihe Ycrge of another bank srnash, and 
tho banks hayo arcun1ulatcd rC'·erves vd1ich 
c·c.mpletely do away \vith that fear. The 
cst<tblishlllellt of the Commonwealth Bank 
is also a factor in regard to this matter. For 
son1e roason cor other a conservative polic:v is 
being· adopted by the banks, and that pol_icy 
i··· holding up dc·vC'lopmcnt and militatmg 
aoainst th0 welfare of Qupf'nslancl. I have 
.,;id what I haye in the best of good faith. 
I am speaking to the Committee as a whole, 
and to paeh !con. member individually. I do 
not know whether I have handled the' various 
matter, I have touched on npablv or not, 
bnt I have done my be>t. and they are 
rnatters v.-hich in lll:'; opinion are of vital 
importance to the yyelfarc of this State. The 
ver'· fact that with all our tremendous 
we,ilth. and inc1:ca,, eel methods of production, 
there is still a section of the public unfed and 
unable to get employment, which would be 
for the bendit of the State and society, should 
be a matter for thought and consideration, 
and cause bon. members to devote their 
energy to arriYing at a solution of the 
problem. 

HoNOl:RABLE IVIEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

::\ir. \VARRE:'\ ("">Iurrumba): After listen­
irw to the debate, one must be convinced. that 
ho~L Dlt'lnbcrs on the Governn1cnt .;ide aro 
beginning· to consider the situation. But they 
r.r<' only commencing to consider it. They 
promised in the past very g-reat things to the 
"::orkcr& and Statp generally. but none of 
those promiece have been fulfdlcd. They are 
now being convincPd that they are unable to 
C''-:rrv out those pro1nises. \Yherea.s other 
people came to that conclusion at the time 
thev were made. Thcv were mctking pro­
mi;PS that. no law, hu,;}an or Divine, could 
fulfil. I sav that advisPdly. I know that, if 
the Crcato1: wished to perform a miracle, He 
could do it bnt under human laws the Go­
w·rnrncnt ~ould not possibly fulfil their 
pr<J.miscs. 

Mr. COLLINS: That is something similar to 
your speech that I lidened to at Beerbur­
rum. 

:VIr. WARREN : The hon. member will be 
able to speak soon and give us some informa­
tion as to the " white-anting'' in the Labour 
party. If the Government were able to 
carrv out their promises, there would be no 
one 'more pleased to give them credit than 
myself. I do not care which party is in 
power so long- as Queensland benefits. I 
would be delighted to acknowledge an,· bene­
f1t to Queensland resulting from Labour 
administration, but I can think of no benefit 
that the pro,ent Government have conferred. 

Mr. Warren.] 
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It io not their own fault. believe the:•c 
wen' actuated by the very highest oi 
motives; I beli<'ve that they thought they 
could carry out those promises and give 
cheaper bread and meat to the people of 
Queensland. 

11r. IV. CoOPEH: And so we did. 
Mr. '\VARREK: The Treasurer himself 

described the State stations as a failure, and 
in England he advocated that they should 
be sold \Vo know that the very reason 
whv \V8 have dear meat in Brisbane is that 
those Stato stations have been such a shock· 
ing failure. The Government could put cattle 
on the market and in their own shops at a 
cheaper price than could private industrv. 
They hrtvc faild to sell the moat cheaper 
because they cannot run their shops in emu­
petition with private enterprise, and so the 
price is kept up. 

Mr. MORGAc-;: They send their prime bed 
to the South for sale and give the people of 
Brisbane old cows to cat. 

Mr. WARREN: There is no doubt about 
that. It may be good business, but it is 
not a very nice thing to know that a Go· 
vernment who arc supposed to stand for the 
vvorkcrs gi \·p those workers the inferior meat 
to eat. Thrm1gh this mistaken policy the 
Government have created a. position that 
they cannot sustain. \Vhen we hear of 
t,rouble in the party, both inside and out 
of this Chamb0r, we know that it is the 
forerunner of •omething that will be far 
more serious than the trouble that now exists. 
If the Gqvernmcnt wish to do something for 
Queensland, they must acknowledge their 
faults. I said in a previous debate that no 
person or Government should be condemned 
because of a mistake. But we have had 
those mistake·; perpetuated vear after year. 
The Government have now, been in power 
ten years, and in the light of previous experi­
ence. it is time thev rectified their errors. 

\Vhen Wf' know 'that we arc the highest 
taxed people in Australia it can be readily 
understood why we cannot compote with the 
people in the Southern States. Hon. mem· 
hors supp,'Tting the Government seem to take 
vory lightcly the fact that we are sending all 
our raw products to the S'outh to be manu­
£actt1red there. \V e are not progressing so 
far as manufactories are coneerned; we 
e.hould manufacture our own raw products. 
Until we do that it is no use talking about 
land settlement. At the present time we are 
OYer-producing in man..•7 respects. It is no 
use the GoYernment talking about a grand 
scheme of settlement unless we develop our 
,;ocondarv industries. Take America! With 
ill! their' manufactories, that section of thee 
farming industry that is producing goods 
for expoct is not in a prosperous condition, 
but those farmers who are producing crops 
which ar•' consumed by the millions of 
Americans arc doing veal! because their pro· 
ducts are consumed ;n their own countrv. 
Ko doubt the Primary Producers' Organisa· 
iion scheme that th" Government arc 
fttte1nptin~ to put into operation was intro­
duced wit11 the very best intenl ions, but even 
that scheme, if it was the greatest success 
r:ossiblc-which at the present time it is not­
>Yould not get over the difficulties we are 
np against. It would be wise if the Govern· 
mcnt were to take th•'se things into con­
sideration. In spite of the enormous amount 
of money that we are collecting from the 
people ace01·ding to the Estimates, we do 
not seem tc b3 preparing in any way to meet 

[Mr. Wan·en. 

ilw difi1Lldti0:3 that arc conting. I lwlieYt' 
it qsccl to bP the policy of ll1c Labotu· parn· 
not to boJTO\V. I do 11ot ~·...Ly that it \Ya:3 a 
wi~>e policy. lwc:ause nny farw:_•r e<-:11 bcnTO\\­
rriont}' IYitl~ adYantage f'D long as he j,., able' 
to '''ork hj,_ farn1 in a cornrnon-~.·"·1.s0 111<.-1 nncr. 

Vfc h.:tve h0ard a con···iderab1·e anwunt of 
ia.lk aLoLlt priY ~tc hanks not advancing· 
moneY. ln the disnict that I repn-cnt the 
~\oTic~ultural Bank is tll€ largP-;",t bank. and. 
h;d the GO\·crnment not waotcd millions uf 
poun(ls-ab~olutcly thrcnvn it av-ay-on_ Starl' 
enterprise''~ '-·tncl had th.cy no~ go~1e 111. for 
0qua1ly rock]o~s GxpcndiLnrc 1n ol-ner dn·r...::_­
tions, then the>· would ha YP hef'l! t;b!e to 
{ina.ncc the ~-\gricultural B·1nk .;.1nct haYL' 
cnablt_•d that b:~nk to advanct' 1nonp~- to a 
greater cxt<'llt than it has. In the future the 
Agricultural Bank is not p:oir!g to a'l1Ya1Yt.' 
monp\ ·, to farm0rs to reloa~c· nwrtgagl':-:.. 
That 'is the most important thintc of the lot. 
I do not think that, as a rul0, the f'Onl:ncrcjal 
institutions .. re the bloodsucln 1 rhat tht'~­
haYe been lwld out to be b)· diftpr·nt mew· 
bers 1vho have spoknn from thP other ;-;ido. bur 
I do thinlc that they are v:;ry commerciali"··''<l 
machines. Many times they will not acl~ 
yanee sufife:ient money for the nnJH'OYcment 
of a farm. At ono time in tlH' hi,;torv of 
Queensland n1cn went on th0 Lt nd \Yit h 
nothing. 

~1r. COLLl~S: They generally lL l .a bag of 
fiour. 

Xl"r. Wc\RREJ\': I quite 'ith th•~ 
l1on. n1ernbPr for Bowon. but -·re nor 
tirnes when a rrHtn can go o·1 1and \Yitlr 
a bag of flour and a few too''· . Th<'t"L' ,is a 
nPcd of capita1 now to ,sork the land. ~~Yf'll 
J he moet suco,gsful of the rdu,·tH'cl sulotPr­
who w0nt upon small holdings, had about 
£700 to .otart with. Right through there 
i::; a ll('{'es:-.itv for financial a<::.;;i~tanec nnclPr 
the prc>011t llwthods. Eve'! at_tlti" late hour 
d the da\' it would bP WlSC It H!Cull.·· 

could be i,/ovidecl to assist the 'CS .• \t 
1 he samt' time I do not think . 
to spoonfcerl thcn1. I know .tnat t·Y?ll 
rccC'nth· n:en have been ~lh~or:frcl and tlll' 

111011('V" ha~ been wasi-cd; but thP ntOnry 
advanced through the Agricultttral B ·,n];: ha' 
been judic-iously lent, only ,, v;'n· small 
pPrCPntag·c not having sho,yn 
T f the G.nnnment lend monr'" 
i1, will not be wasted; 
chang·E'S hands, and the 
rc;ponsib1c for the interc'-t to 
_',ftC'r a.!l. the prosperity of the 
the land is most important. 'fhe Gon'rnmellT 
~lO'iV ha ye lo pay a ver;t ~igh rah of iuh~re:-:.r. 
Tt is not et high rate of mtcrc,,t for ' :n·Jyat<' 
indiyldual. because as a l'u1P a l;nY tt' lEch­
' idual dors not pay le"';.s for hjs n:o~H'!>- 1 ban 
7 per cent .. but it is ver.v high intm·•, t for :t 

CovernnlL'IIt to pay; and ih(' on1,v \'v·a_v ih''Y 
"·ill got it repaid is by lending it to tlt•' 
farmers or to t.he shire counctk There ha" 
been a lot said about injudicior :J c•xpPndi­
tnre bv ~hire councils. but \Y0 find tlwy an' 
able to uav their interest. 'Vhiic o11 tl«• 
matter of high interC'''t. I \\Ou;c1 lllinJ tlw 
Con1n1ittC'e tf1at we aro going tn ce high 
rates of interest for a considcr:1bk 

In reading the Financial Statc:!lH'JJt orH1 

nrust come to the conclusion that it ;, a YCl''> 

poor attempt. as are all too 1'1any of tlw 
speeches which have been ma,dc in t.IH' 
Chamber, to cover up the mistakcs of tl~<' 
Government. You cannot get away from the 
fact that this enormous amount of expendi­
ture is not showing a sufficient return. Th<' 
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.i1on. mernb('r for Bowen nwntioncd that we 
l1ave an increased population as cornparcd 
with 1914. The cost of government. of 
course) rist'S as the population increases, but 
prosperity doe>" not incn~ase to a very great 
d~:gren siu:ply because tho cities bccornc a 
'ittlo la!'gor. The expenses of the city 
councils nn1ount to considerably n1Dr0. in 
cnnscqucncc, but the cnonnous rise in 
r,xpPndituro is not accountable for that; thttt 
is due to leakage. The v•ork(-:r is getting 
1noro-I quite ad1nit that-but is h0 gctriug 
<tny 1nore benefit Y \Ye ha Ye been discussing 
this question both inside and out of this 
Clwn1b0r for a C'onsiderablo tirno, and \Ye 
find that there is great diF-;atisfaction 
amongst the workers. and p>trticuhrly the 
t•nblic sen·ants. Is it justified~ I m1intain 
that it is amply ju~tif1ed, and that there is 

no dot1bt that 1he publie son-ants 
r4.30 p.m.] and the people gcneraJl:, arc not 

able l.o bu,;- as cheaply as they 
.,,.-ere in many instances, and, although '.""c 
Lloast of cur high wages, we are very little 
better off, if any, than before. \Ve haYe a 
gTeater qmount of money to handle, but tho 
1wrker is not any better off now than under 
the Liberal or Tory AJrninislration. I 
beliPve that the worker is in 1he majorit,·. 
unJ I would like to see his conditions better. 
nnd I can quite see that hon. membets on 
the Govern1nent sido are puzzling their heads 
a.s to how they are going to aceornplish it. 
\Ye hear of the method of acquiring the 
l::anks~ono hon. illE'lnber propoundPd some 
wch system-but that would not be profit­
able. The position would be worse, because 
they won ld be> m> the Gm·ernment' s hands. 
and th0rc would be no hopo of bettering i.ho 
condition of the 1· orker or assisting· the pros­
perity of the State. Aft0r all, the ftrst con­
!3ideration o£ the average wod:;::OJ' and of the 
average business n1an is for the State. I 
do not believe that the a Ycrag(~ busines:) rnan 
wishes to seo the State placeci at a cliead­
vantage, nor do I b0lieve that the worker has 
t•ny such de,irc. Until we are able to evolve 
~orne plan \YherPby t-hp Statr> ,,~ill Lenefit 
v.-ith the adYancerncnt of the hunut.n cleniCnt 
wo arc llP\·cr going to do anythi_;_ . .s· of per­
tnanC'nt value to the ·worker. l loiO\-Y that n 
1nan can IHl.Y as n1uch a.s 10 pr:r cent. i11tC'n '·t 
n11 his fann if it is a goo-d going proposition, 
but, jf he is getting no ·return. the11 the 
rnon~y bon·owcd ls a de;; d •YcighL That 
applies to the Go,·crnrnent. If tho vvork:-; for 
which iho GoYPrnn1ont have Lorrowccl moncv 
were reproductive and wore making interes·t 
or bringing about prosperity. it would h~· all 
,·ight; but they lmve done no good at all. 

\Ye ha \·c the dissatisfaction an1ong.~t the 
nnemployed. I admit that we havu eoiLw 
unreasonaLlc dissatisfaction, but we hayo 
:-·on1c vc.:·y just rauscs of dissati8faction 
H-rnongst the \VorkPrs and the fJl'oducer·-. and 
all dasseo of 1he people, and. until thr; 
GoYernrnent \vak·~ up to tboir duty and a 
l1etter conoition of affairs co111es about, \\"C 
ohall not haYe prosperity in Queensland. 

I do not know any cas<> wlwre tho GoH'l'll­
ruent have done the \·,'iso thino· in carrvi11o· 
o_nt thf~ir works. I am aJlud~ng now ·pa1~ 
11cularly to the Departrn0nt of l'ublic \\'orb. 
It is going to co'1 the dPpartment con,ider­
ably mon to do its work than it doPs the 
private individual, and I do not admit that 
:t is permanently better work. I do not 
ihink the State gains anything but rath0r 
lr.ses a jot. \Vho grtins ? Certainlv the 
-.,orker gains nothing, and I hope th8 
Uovernment and the worker vvill begin to sec 

it-. The Covc·rnment have come ~-> a dead 
r·ntl. 

.:Vlr. COLLl~~: \Vhat nonsc•nsc' 

.:Vir. W.\HIU-::i':: Absolutely. One member 
un tl,a t side. tho hon. member for .Leich· 
h~rdt, said tlnt h" admitted thev had come 
to a dctcl en cl, but he said it w ~s onlv torn­
pO"ary. Tlw L&hour organisations fc~l that 
the Gm·c-rnment cannot but admit tht1t thcv 
are absolutclv at a dead r1nd. The cxtrc.m;, 
'cction kno·.-.: that. They haye bce11 forcing 
th0 GoYernlnPnt to do the rnost reekle~~ 
things. So.rne hon. mcn1bers on ihis sille haYe 
<L'ted that the Governmcnc could havr' 
granted. certain things demanded, but I con­
sicl~ r tha.t under the circurilstances the Go­
,-ernrrwnt c·Juld have taken no othPr .stand. 
Al' th0 circumetar.ces point to the fact that 
the G-oYcrnment have !nade a n1istakc all 
along the line, and the sooner it is altered 
1 lw hotter it will be for Queensland. There 
had been a \Yaste of energy and money by 
this Adminif.tration. The TrE.a~,urer in his 
Statement rnentioned that n, certain an1ount 
o£ money ·was being appropriated for the 
Prirkly-pear Comrnission. I a1n quite con­
;inccd that the iEsects are doing wonderful 
work in connection '' ith pear dc-.truction. I 
lw n':! vvitnc'''3ed t\vo different centre..; 'vhore 
thev have been distributed, anJ I consider 
1hcru to bo one of the finest moans of assist­
. ance that Queensland has experienced in the 
laet twenty-five ycetrs. There is practically 
no cxpon-.c. It merely moans that the insectB 
a,-,, distrilmtcd, &nd thev do the rest. I hope 
that the Prickly-pear {jornmissi-on ·will giYc 
full consideration to this method of pear 
destruction. So long as the insect is \Yell 
.scattc<rctl a bout. it will do i<Ood work. par­
ticularly in the heavily infested areas. I 
know it io f arly to prove what these in, ects 
t c11 {]o, but I hopo that the Prickly-pear Corn· 
Jr,iesion ,,-ill keep it.Jelf well posted ,,-ith the 
ctbilih· of trose insects, so that the results 
can he fullv considered and the sPttlers cm1 
lian• the benefit of thi' method of pear 
<lostrudion. There are "Several methods of 
poisoning the pear, but I understand tho 
Prickly-p0ar Cmnr)1is~~ion is adopti11g the most, 
vp-to-date method. If there i., anything on 
which I em compliment, the Government. 1t 
j;;;; on the ,\·ay in which they are dealing with 
thi,, pee,r problem. 

The Go,·crnmont should carry out more 
irrn)roycrrlcllt \vork in connectiOn ·with our 
raihv-a·ys than thov have done. Since the 
condn!ction of the North Coact Railway tcJ 
Gym pie there ha' been a considerable amount 
of dl·\·clopmr nt along that line. I want to 
call attention to the station of Palmwoods. 
and I dart' .say rny remarks in that connrction 
apply to other places in Quoemland. VVhat 
;\-as g·ood E'nough for Pal!n\voods forty year~ 
.ago is not goo-ti enough to-da~•. I kno':' of 
on0 or two serious acf'idents and 1nClny nunor 
accidents oreurring· along that line. 

At 4.35 p.m .. 
The CHAIR1IA>; resumed the chair. 

:!\fr. WARREN: I am quite convinced 
that the :Yiinister or the Commissioner would 
put the buildings in an up-to-date con­
clition if the money was available. The 
expenditure of a sum of money at such an 
important centre, where, t.o my mind, the 
buildinvs arc unsafe, would possibly prevent 
an accidrmt and the expenditure of a, large 
amount by way of compensation. These 
matters point to the necessity of having more 
funds ayailable. I do not want to blame tho 

M1·. Wan·en.] 
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Go\'ernmcnt for not doing these things when 
I know they have not the money to carry 
chem out, but tt would have boon more 
Mh an tag cons if the Government had left 
undone a lot of the works undertaken and 
carried out works for which there was a 
greater necessity. 

The Government want to· do a fair thing 
b~ the producc,rs. Nothing- has been done 
by the Department of Publtc Health in con­
nection with the milk supply for Brisbane 
other than the detection and prosecution of 
offenders for watering milk. No one would 
attempt to ju<tify that practice, and the 
average producer does not stand for it. 
There arc unprincipled men in every industry. 
Bm thoro are things worse than wa terod 
milk. I now refer to Hlth and the poor 
means of transporting milk. In regard to 
the transport quection, I regard the Com­
missionel fur llailways as the greatest 
offender, a' some of the wagons supplied are 
not fit for the purpose of transporting milk. 
J ha,-c seen much better methods employed 
on the railwavo in other States I have 
visited. In a hot, damp climo,te like Bris­
bane, it is ncccssJl..ry to en1ploy every means 
within our now" r t.o PllRln·n ~ nn1~0 ~ilL­
supply. Tlw- producers are ondea~ouring to 
do all that it i.< possible to art •in this Pncl. 
They have been endeavouring to secure a milk 
pool and become collectively responsible for 
the distribution of milk. If the Government 
had to do with the producers coiiectivoly, it 
would be a much easier method than the 
present. I have been connected with the 
milk trade for a considerabl" time, not as a 
middleman, but as a producer, and I know 
that the avcroge man_ whether he be a pro­
ducer or an employee, requires to be kept 
up to the mark in order that this most neces­
sarv article of food for children shall be 
delivered in a condition not contaminated. 
The Government should hand over the con­
tt"ol of this question to the city council. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: Under the Greater 
Brisbane Scheme they will handle it. 

}lr. \Yc\RREN: I do not know whether 
they wiil. The~- arc very scared of the 
pwpo,ition. I think the Government and 
the City Council 8honld moot the producers 
and come to a reasonable underdanding. 
They coul<l easily do thc·t, and in less than a 
ycat· we \\"ould have a mnch higher standard 
of n1ilk than \YO ha YC' at present. 

I have 110 intention of dealing with the 
Finanrial State1neut in a general sens-e, but 
if the GO\·ernment do not realise where theY 
are, and, if they continue to load the peopl~ 
as they ha n done in the 1Jast, Qnocnsland is 
going to haYo a very :._,crious futuro ahead. 

:i\Ir. GLEDSO::\ (l}iswich): While sitting 
ht->re Jl;::.tcnlng to speeches of hou. mernbcn;. 
of the OpJ•Osition dealing with the Financial 
Statemf'llt l have bchn very keenly interested 
to find if any hon. member opposite had a 
solution for the linanciai problem now facing 
Queen-hurl and other parts of the world. 
So far I have not heard one hon. n1ember 
of the Opposition advance a method by 
which \YC might better our position. It 
se0ms to be a problem that will have to be 
tackled. and in such a way as will got us 
SOnlO\Vhl'_:_'f'. 

-The d£·hate has wandered right around 
fmm millwns in the air from the hon. mem­
ber for E: oggera down to w.tter in tho milk 
from the hon. member for JY1urrumba. So 
far I hare noG heard, and I do not think 
any hon. member on this side of the Chamber 

[Mr. lVarren. 

has heard, any construoti ve criticism lm·clled 
that will enable ns to find a way ont of our 
position and better that position. I have 
taken the trouble to look up the position of 
the Commonwealth finances during the 
periods used as a comparison by hon. 
members opposite. 

JYit-. MoltGAN: The Commonwealth Govorn­
,nent arc reducing taxation this year by 
£2,000,00': 

:Mr. G LEDS02'\: 'fhe following figures 
show the revenue that Government obtained 
111 the :vear·s 1914-15 and 1923-24 :-

CoxSOLIDA'l'ED REVEKC:E. 

Year~ 
1914-15 £22,419,798 
1923-24 £73,745,777 

That is not taking into consideration any­
thin~ in rc~ard to the loans that have be'"' 
rais.:'d. Th~ hon. member for \Vindsor, when 
::'peaki11g this afternoon, said 1 hat our 
Government had double the revenue that 
thev obtained the voar they took office. The 
Coflunonv~,ealth G0Yernrrwnt, leaving out the 
war debt altogether, have increased . the 
revenue "t their disposal over three t1mes 
;l., ... ;'V">,-.. +h..-. "'"''"V\'"' ..-- ..... ~,~r.rl 
~~T~~~" q~;~:ti-;,-~--~f th~--t~~ation of the peopl<' 
,, as then raised. I say that the Common­
wealth Gc,vernmcnt have stepped in and 
exploited the avenue of direct taxation t!tat 
should have been loft to the State··. Dunng 
the last fmancial year they collected 
£50,852,483 by that means in the shape of 
land tax. inco1nc tax, stamp dunes. war­
tinle dutit>.;;, pntortainmcnt tax, and. \var tax. 

The hon. membct· for J\lurilla interjected 
a "\vhile ago that they were reducing taxatiOn 
bv £2,000,000. They can well reduce taxa­
ti'on bv £2,000,000, because last year. mclud­
ing tl1P snl'plus revenue, they too}~ over 
£5,000,000 from the people of .\mhaha more 
than thcv refluired to carry on tlw \YOrk of 
Australia. Th<' Commonwealth shonld go 
out of .some of thc~e avenue of dire._ct tax~­
tion and allow the Sta.tes to obtam thou· 
r-pVCllUC bv t110SC Ineans. rrhe 25s. per eapJta. 
paid to tl1c States ant of th<' 'urpluo rovenue 
fund could be retained by the CJmmomvcalth 
i[ thcv ,, ere to leave to the State'" the c!troct 
taxati'on fmm which they at prc'c'l!t dcnvcc: 
revenue. If they did that, many nnlhons of 
pounds would come back to tlw State. and 
QucPil'>]and '''ould be in a mn('h b.f'ttCl~ pos1~ 
tion than it is in to-day. I have' the figure,; 
for the '"Car 1922-1923-w.hich is the last I 
could get--taken from the 13ur!gct i"ued b;c 
the FederrLl Trcasnrcr-

lncome tax collected in .\us- £ 
tn!lia., 1922-1923 ... ... 12,904,517 

En tort ainmcnt tax collccterl 
in Australia. 1922-1923 629.801 

Land tax collcei<'d in Ans-
tralia. 1922-1923 2.018,875 

Total £15,553.193 
ln that vear the Comrnomvc~lth Government 
handed "back to the various Sta.tc, a total 
Bum of £7,100.551, so that the"· collected horn 
direct taxation more than double the amount 
that was paid back to the States b:: way of 
25s. per capita. Tho amount, coll0cted by 
wa\ of direct taxation bv the Commonwealth 
in 'Quecn,land for the ~"Car 1923 \\-ere-

£ 
Land tax 
Incon1e tax 
Entertainm{'nt tax 

Total 

70,398 
1.209.828 

66,512 

£1,346,739 
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The amount paid to Queensland for the y-ear 
1922-1923 in connection with 25s. >er capita 
pa:;mcnt wa'· £978.673. That sho\YS that the 
Commmm·ealth Government collected in 
Queensland by way of direct taxation nearly 
£500.000 more than was returned to Queens­
land by the Commonwealth. 

One thing- that struck me in connection 
with the Financial Statement is the very 
large increase in the intereet bill that has 
to be paid by Queensland. That is the most 
important thing- in the Financial Statement. 
The interest that has to be provided this 
financial vcar amount'! to £4.220.913. That 
amount has to be paid to the people who ha.ve 
lent us their money for the purpose of 
developing the State. T.he Financial State­
lnC'nt says-

" Interest on the public debt 1s 
increased b.'· £459,000. of which the recent 
<•onversion loan is accountabll' for 
£214.000. the beJance being made up of 
proYision for new issues and for i8sues 
last y0ar on '\\ hich inter0st ·was payable 
only for a portion of the year." 

If the interest on the 11ational debt \vas 
reduced by 1 Jler cent .. it would mean a 
saving to Queensland of practiealh· £1.000.000 
a year, so the rate of interest charged makeo:::. 
all the dificr<'ncc. 

One thing that also struck me was that 
befme we can get anywhere we must tackle 
the problem of banking. That must be 
tackled straight a\vay. 

::\1r. MAXWELL: If you do no Letter than 
you did with the State enterprises, it will 
do you no good. 

:\h. GLEDSOX: If we do as well with 
general banking as has been done by the Com­
monwealth Bank, we shall do ven- well. The 
Commonwealth Bank was established hv the 
Labour party. anc! it has been an inuiH:-nse 
success. Some of the State enterprises have 
not been sucecBsful l>ecause thev have had 
the opposition of priYate cnte;·prise right 
throughout the piece. Private enterprise has 
endeavoured to kill State enterprise on everv 
po.,gible occasion. \Ye must tackle the prob­
lem oi banking. In my opinion. what the 
workers of Queensland and Australia have 
to do is to corJ.cen1rate upon capturing thP 
Trea.sury benches in the Com.monwealth~Par­
liament at the next. election. and after th,,,, 
have done that to monopolise and take fuil 
control of the banking of Auotralia so as to 
grve the peopl.e credit in a proper way. 

::1-lr. DEACOX : Take the money" 

::\ir. GLEDSOX: I think anyone who 
thmks calmlv m er this matter w!ll see that 
it is a matter of credit. I do not think the 
hon. member for Cunningham. >vho interjects. 
,,·ill say that this qt:estion of trade is '.Yrapped 
up in people merely sending notes and gold 
to one anvther. The whole question of ex­
change is bound up in the queeiion of credit, 
r.nd it C<l '' only be worked successfully by 
having control of the Lankin'l' business. We 
know what has be<>n done by the banking 
institutions and banke" of the world. They 
have so rigged and worked the banks that 
they have got the people's money into the 
banks. and through the failure of the banks 
they have ruined •housands of workers who 
only had a few pounds to their names. They 
have done that in every country in the world. 
That is one of the reasons why. if for no 
other reason. we should take fu'Il control of 
banking in the interests of the people of 
Australia, so that we would be able to give 
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credit not onlv t·J the industrial workers but 
to the f annln,v: industr;.·. and lend thcrn 
n1oncy at such~ a rate of interest as would' 
enable them to mcccssfullv carry on their 
business. Quite a l.ot has' been ·,.aiel about 
the State endeavouring to get its hank 
going and a,dyanr<• ::-ettlers 1noney to enable 
ih0m to put their land under crops for sale 
and em1~loy lalJour. If we had control of the 
htinking in Australia. we wonlcl be able to 
, tan a proper ~ystem of credit. 

::\1r. ::\1.\XWELL: It \Yotdd be a case of God 
help the country if you did. 

:\It. GLEDSOX: There is no question that 
1hat j, \\-hut "iY(' have to .ain1 at-g'('tting con-
1rol of the hankin~ i11tere.-;ts of Australia. 

The CJ1H's1ion of Fx_ehallge between one 
Stat•• and anotlwr, rwrl the difficulties in 
conuocticn \Yith it. ha::; bPen touche.cl upon 
bv some hon. membPr'. The difficulty would 
b~ ,<clwd if wp !we! control of th0 ,;-hole of 
tht• banl~inu; of Au~tralia, becau_.e the Go~ 
'crnnH'nt ,,':oulcl bt• abl{' so to arrange their 
credits het\reen one State and another tha.t 
thcv wonlrl be able to prevf'nt difficulties like 
thoSe whid1 at present. exist with regard to 
exchang-e. and to facilitate the transference 
of (·rcdite. fron1 one <'ountrv to another. \\~e 
a re told by som0 pf·ople that 1vhen WP had 
the golcl. ~y~tcn1 in opt~ration \YE' were abl0 to 
tn~n:3fer g·old frDn1 one country to another, 
m1d that· eYf'n-thin" >ras all right. that it 
was a quc::-t.imi of t~arle-of g·oods traYelling 
frmn orw countrY to another. If that was .'30, 
l.Yhat is to srol1 us frmn t-ransferring tho 
credit of the Dank of Erwland out to Aus­
tralia to-day 4nd t.hu5 b~:inging about an 
casv position ~o far as exchange is concerned? 

· The on!.'· thing to stop them i_s 
[5 p.m.] lack ef d0<ire to relieve the posi-

tion. Tl>ev want to maintain tho 
almormal <late of exc-hange so that they will 
he able- to eo!!trol. not onl,- the finances of 
Great Britain. but of practically all tho 
British Dominions, and r·vcn the world's 
finances. from London and X P1\' York, 
bt'C"anse the London brDkers ..and the An1eri--­
can n1oneYlcnders are working· hand in hand. 

\Vith r~rrard to the loan proposals, we fine! 
that >Ye a ;.e limited as to the amount we can 
rais0 in London this yern~ to a sum ·which 
i; ]es>< than the ammmt required to pay 
our imen,st on thP public debt. This year 
we haYe to find £4.220.913 interest on the 
public c!Pbt. the bulk of which has to be paid 
in London. including the amount due to 
American lenders. which will be transferred 
from London. I contend. therefore. that 
'nore than £3.000,000 could be raised in 
London. and >Ye could keep our own money 
hcrp for the purpose of developing our 
State. 

One hon. member on the other side said 
that >Yhcn railways had been built for 50 
miles monev should not be spent in extend­
ing them another 30 miles to serve settlers 
and get increased traffic. but that we should 
allow those settlers to cart their products in 
that distance. I say that the hon. member 
has the wrong end of the stick. Settlers 
should not be iilared 30 miles from a railway, 
but we ><hould get control of the land suit­
able for agriculture round .about our pres~nt 
railways. whArc they have a chance of gethng 
their goods to market. 

Another matter which has been discussed· 
is unemployment. We know that nothing is 
worse for a man than to be unemployed. It 
is vcrv hard for him to battle along on the 
basic 'wage at present. On £4 he cannot 
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po,,ibly keep his wife and family without 
getting into dobt--I know from experience~ 
and ew>rv other man knows that he cannot 
do it. }~ut some men are net getting even 
the basic wago~thcy are unemployed~and I 
can speak from experience of what that 
n1eans also. I have vvalked fron1 one place 
to another looking for \York, and I have 
gone to grocers and butchers and asked 
them to provide food for us until I could 
gPt \York. I have g·one on like that for 
week after week. and, \vhon I did get work, 
have had to go on for :n:ars working to pa~ 
oft the money. The big irouble in connec­
tion with our unem]>lo~ cd system is that 
thr• L.:nemplovmcnt Council only provides 
mstenancc. \Ye should give to the council 
po\Yer to fint1 employment for men who are 
out of work. and in this connection I would 
Jike to n1akc a suggestion to the Minister 
in charge of the Act. 

According to the r·eport. there is a certain 
surplus, and I would suggest to the :Mini,­
ter that that money be expended on repro­
ductiYe worl,~work that will be of a 
permanent nature and vvork in connection 
,hth secondary industries so as to give 
permanent employment. If the :Minister is 
able to do that, then it will be solYing the 
unemployed problem in a way in which we 
ha Ye not been able to so h-e it up to the 
present. \Ye knew Yer:v well that when we 
obtained loan money in the past, it was spent 
on raihvay construction, irrigation works, 
Etc. The.v were Yery good undertakings, 
but. when. those railways were completed, the 
thousands of men employed on the work were 
thrown on to the scrap heap again and werP 
unable to obtain work until another railwav 
was to be constructed or loan monev was t;, 
be expended on other public works~ If we 
could only establish permanent secondar:v 
industries so as to manufacture our own raw 
products~even if we only manufactured for 
our local requiroments~we would be solving 
cur unemr.loyed problem to a considerable 
<'xtent, and it \\·ould be far better to have 
the unemployed working on th0 manufacture 
of cur raw material than that thev should be 
receiYing sustenance. ~ 

The D<J.wson Valley irrigation scheme has 
been spoken of as a. yery excellent scheme, 
and we all hope to see it a success; but 

·what is troubling me is not the question of 
whc1her we shall be able to conser\-e millions 
upon millions of gallons of water, ancl be 
abJ.e to fi" up the farms and place men 
tlwreon so that they will be able to produce 
in abundance these things which thev will 
grow, bu~ what tlwy ere g·oing to do with 
what they do produce and where they are 
going to sell it. 

That brings me to another question. 'With­
out \\·aiting any longer, I think the Govern­
ment could verv well establish now some 
sort of organisa'tion to handle and control 
Queensland products. not only those relating 
to food, but in connection with all other 
<trticles, so as to prevent over-production 
of umwce- sar7 1 hings. and t.o see that those 
things whirh are not being produced an,d 
which could profitably be produced are pro­
duce·d, and by so doing we would be doing 
·eome good for our country. I understood 
that the organisation of the farmers with 
rho Council of Agricultl!re, the District 
Councils, the Local Producers' Associations, 
and all those bodies with the backing of the 
Government, were going to carry on that 
work, but sad to say. they have not done so. 

·Up to the present time they ha Ye made no 

[Mr. Gledson. 

attempt to a><certain the market require­
ments :n Queens] and or overseas. They 
simply seek to place the people on thl' land 
and get them there to produce as much 
butter, cheese, etc., as thev can, and trw't 
to C'hance as to whcth(~r they arc going to 
fmd a market for it or not. That haphazard 
"~ay of doing thing~ is not going to get us 
rmvwhere. If the Council of Agriculture 
an~l the other subsidiary bodies are not g·oing 
to face those matters, then it will be neces­
'<:tr.. for the GoYernment to take up the 
matter ,and establish an organisation to 
ascertain what our rcquirm11ents are. 

The sam,, argument could be applied in 
connection with products other than food 
pro.cluct",. rrako coal. So far we haye no 
proper organisation to deal \Yith the supply 
of coal. \Ye have set out to produce coal. 
vYe have in Queensland some of the best coal 
ihat can be found anvwhere in the world. 
Our mines are just at t'he point oi being able 
to produeo as much coal ae is required. If 
we take the district represented by the hon. 
:nember for Bowen, we find that there is a 
splendid coalfield there, and the State mine 
coulcl produce double or treble the quantity 
of coal it is producing if there was a market 
for it. \Ye shall have to set about to organise 
" demand for our coal by finding markets. 
There is nothing to be gained by putting 
:nen on to sink a hole in the ground in order 
to produca more and more coal if the men 
cannot be guarant·eed work to keep them 
constantly employed. 

Some mention has been made in the course 
of- the debate of a 44-hour week and the 
basic wage. There has been quite a lot of 
discussion a bout these matters of late out­
side of Parliament. Anv hon. member who 
has had anything to do 'with the \vor\{ers in 
the bulk of our industries will admrt that 
44 hours is quite long enough, and too long 
in ~on1e cases, for the men to work each 
week. \Yhv then. if that is the case, cannot 
wo have that principle operating? \Vc are 
told bv hon. members on both sides that the 
financial stringency does not permit a. Bill 
to legislate for a 44-hour week to be mtro­
duccd at the prc~ent time. Is there any 
hope of tha!' financial stringencc- improving 
and the position becoming better in the 
future'? L.:nless we can get control of bank­
ing and the credit system, or get some con­
trol over it, the position will only become 
\Yorse. Our interest bill now amounts to 
£4.220,000 per Year. Xe·d ;-ear we shall 
be called u])on to convert another £13,000,000 
of loan morwy, which will mean. if the same 
increased rate of interest is paid as we have 
had to pay on the recent conve~sion, that 
next year we shall ha vc to provrde nearly 
£5.000 000 for interest. The financial strin­
gency 'will then be worse than it is at the 
present time. \Ye have to got away from 
those conditions. Should we compel the 
\Yorkers to work a longer period than 44 
hours a week'! If not, then the industries 
in operation to-dav should pay their em­
ployees a decent wage .. I am not confining 
mY romar·ks to publrc servants. Every 
industrv in the State should be able io pay a 
dPcent ~living wagC' for a \Yorking \~'eek of 
44 hours. and they will produce m that 
period more than what is required to keep 
merv man, woman, and child comfortable. 
Ther:e is no need for anything more than 
that to be done. I fail to see, as the hon. 
member for ::\Iurrumba has said. that we 
have reached any dead end. · 

GovEBNMEKT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
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l\[r. GLEDSOl\: I-Ion. members haY,) only 
to t,tkc a walk down Queen street in the 
CitY of Brisbane anv night. pa~.:i into 
Ed~,-ard street. and SC'e~ ou each side of the 
street long ro\YS of rnotor car3- cos~in~ n1.any 
thouettllth of pounds. Ho\Y long IS It "mce 
that condit-ion of affair, has arisen? We 
find that during the la ,t ten years that 
Labour has been in office the Y.-caltby people 
~the l1usin(·~s ;H'oplc. th"· squahers, the 
grazicro::. and 0Ycn the fanners-ha' 2 beron1o 
richer and richer until theY arc able to 
co1nc d!J\Yn hPre and ha,~c thejr motor cars. 

=.\Ir. C'o~-~ELLO: Tlw v;ag(~-u.nner hct.S not a 
:uotor ca1·. 

}lr. ULEDSO::\: He has to [HOYidc all 
i:wsl~ thing:::. and lw is the 1nau who :"hould 
1' _ YP thC'ln~ 'fhP n1an who nutkr:s 1 hest' things 
is the man who has a right to their possession. 
Instead. ho ha:" the satisfaf'tion of ~tancliug 
en the £ootpath. if he is able tu get there 
at all. rrncl of waiching his boss a.nd his ladr 
'\'·ith their daughier~ .and ,ons ride past in 
motor-rar,. That i> the state of things 
throug·hout Amtralia a.nd the world to-da,·. 
So1neihing rnust be wrong if that is allowed 
to eontimw. \Ye should not have c>oor people 
to-da> who are scarcelY able io )i,-e on the 
rnone\• th,~\- receive as' wages. and the rirh 
class ~ 'vith motor-cars worth millions of 
rounds in the aggregate. In an;v ca::-~e. It 
,haws the wealth that is in Queensland. 

7\Ir. Co.-;TELLO: That is what the poor get 
under the Labour Goycrnment. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: We are told that we have 
Tearhed a dead-end and that we ran get no 
rnore out of these people to give the '""orkers 
\Yhat the,- are C'ltitled to get. Recent!:- we 
1>ad the Cc,nlenarv Celebration~ in Brisbane. 
and do\;v·n fl·orn the countrv \Yl' had n1en and 
y;o1nen wirh their fa1nili~e~. living at thP 
Belle Yue. the Cecil. and other expensive 
hotel>. What does it cost to live there? 

l\Ir. COSTELLO: I have not tried it. 

}Jr. GLEDSO::\: ="-''n 4s. a day. but a 
gninra or 25s. a day. 

:!\Ir. COLLI:\S: That IS a YCry mode,· ate 
estin1ate. 

7\Ir. GLEDSO?\: If many of our worker-; 
had that nmount a. week to Jiyc upon, the_,­
;·;ould think t.hemsch-cs \Yell off. Yet \iO fincl 
hon. nwmber' on both sides of the .Honi'c 
"-.'l\'ing- 1h:1t \\'e haYe reached a Uearl-end in 
thC 'l~nttcr of ta-<<ation~that 'Ye cannot tax 
m .. more. I say that if these people haYe 
thai IllOtl''~· and ('a~1 spend it in that v';ay~ 
there is no need to ~;)rnd thnt a.mount of 
1'.1011£>\' to li\-c-it :-hduld Le• diY.idi•cl up 
~~nlon'g·st the poor. Tht'y \Yon!d then be ablP 

. to gt>t sonw of 1hP thing:-:;. thPy desire. and 
I am going- to do the bc,t I c:cn to soo that 
thosr I rq)re '·cnt gl't a faire1· sha.rc of the 
y;ealth they el·eatc. 

13cforP we can g0t anywl1erc I con:::idcr 
that we !Jayc to get control of the credit 
of the Start·. To do that we mu't got control 
of the credit of the Commonwc•alth. I "ant 
i-0 make un appeal to every ho11. rncmbcr on 
1his side of the House and c·yery worker 
throughout Queemla.nd who has the interest 
cf the Labour moYemcnt at heart to put his 
i'houlder to the whed and to buckle to 
.during the nE'xt few months. when the Com­
bined o;· Lnitcd-Xaiionalist-Lihcral-'l'or.·.-­
Country party will go to piccb and go to the 
-country because of thei-r inability to carry 

en. \Ye chall then be able to g-et control of 
1 hP ( 'on1mo·nyea!i h TreaF Llrv and do .;;ou10-
1 hing re~·a:. cling the credit of· A ll:-;trali (1.. 

}lr. CoSTELLO: Ko hope. 

I\Ir. ULEDSOX: The hon. member for 
Carnarvon is H young man. lie has n1.any 
years before him, and I hope that dnring 
thoeo :vears he will uce the experience he has 
gained in this House for the benefit of those 
he represents. He represents nwn in a farm­
ing di-trict ,yho are struggling along day 
after day hardly able to get a crml. They 
callnot get credit.:; Lccause the Common,vealth 
GovNnment ha>-o got th finances into such 
a tangle. and have allowed priYate banks to 
get control. I know quite a number of 
fm·rner:s who arc struggling along. and I 
hope the hon. m cm bcr will corhsidcr these 
things seriously, and that he will go into 
the library a.nd study the books dealing with 
the financial problems of the world. If he 
does that, he will stand behind us in our 
endcayour to get control of nedit in the 
interests of the workers, so that we shall be 
able to do something for the people of 
Australia that will be lasting. 

\l'e should have proper organisation of pro­
duction, and be able so to orga.nise our 
primarv industries that we \\·ould know how 
much ,;-e required, and when it was required 
to settle men on the land or settle men in 
industry. we would know what to put them 
to. \Ve woul-d oo able to sav we want so 
many men in the dairying ind{tstry, so many 
men in the sheep industrv, and so many men 
in the cattle industry.' IV e would 'know 
exactly wha.t we wanted. and would not go 
along in the haphazard way that we have in 
the past. 

Mr. LOGAX: ·what about droughts? 

Mr. GLEDSOK: In a time of drought the 
countrv would be carried on in an effective 
mannc•;·. If we had control of these things, 
we wonld be able to prm·ide credits a.t a rate 
that would enable the peopl<' to carry on. 
I: would not be nccessarv to charge them up 
to 10 11cr cent. for acc'Ommodation, as the 
priYatc banks arc doing at the present time. 
li we had control of credit for the \\-hole of 
Australia., they could get the m one:; at a 
rate of exchang-e whirh shonld not be more 
t 11an 2 11er cont. or 3 per cent. The>e are the 
thing, that matter, and things those hon. 
men1bers representing farming electorates 
should get into their minds. If they were 
to study these things, they would be in a 
position to do something for the men whom 
they rctwesent. If we were to take control 
of bankins· \ve \Yould have the nucleus of a 
fund to ena.blc us to establish secondary 
iEdnstries and provide men with payable 
;·:ork. We should have onlv a limited 
number of men employed casuaily. The Go­
vernment have endea,·oured to raise as much 
money as possible, so as to keep men in 
work, but tile etrort has not been ,.ucccssful 
because the system has not been right. There 
has not been sufficient organisation in the 
matter. and until we get an orga:nisation of 
tlrr system we shall ne,·cr be able to get 
where we ought to get. 

At 5.25 p.m., 

The CHAIR)IAN lcft the chair, reported pro­
gress, and asked lBa.ve to sit again. 

The resumpt-ion of the Committee was made 
ar; Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned nt 5.30 p.m. 

Mr. Gledson.l 




