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[:21 AU0UST.] Questions. 

FRIDAY, 22 AUGUST, 192<1. 

The SPEn;£R (lion. IV. Bortrum, Jfarec) 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
CASES OF :\Ice\ \'OY '1'. 1'\JLSOC'< AC'<D 'L\RRAc;T 1'. 

:.\TeA \'OY. 

'l.lr. :'\lAX\YELI, ('l'oo,"on.r;), for Ho,. \\'. 
H. Barn('' (ll'!JlihUm ), ac.ked tht: ·'J.ttorney
Gcncral--

'· 1. \Vill h · lev upon tho t~ble of the 
IIouse all papCl in eonnc:"t10n vvith the 
cases of McAYov v. Nilson and Tarrant 1. 

:\IcAYo,-. t.·ied In the· first place bcforP His 
Uononr ::'v1r. Shand, and then bofon• the 
Fu11 Court. t:ucl1 papcr.1 to inc1udc any 
furthf'r c~·j,d 'nee f'Ub~{~quontly obtained by 
Sub-In,~ pector Don11elly? 

"2. \Yill he hin1sclf pC'r, ;nally in .pt>ct 
all papers therein, c. :d if he is of the 
opinion that any 1nisrarriag·e of justice 
ha" taken place. as y ·vea1ed by c .. ·idr11ce 
:-;inco thc> dt)cision of the Court, will he 
takP the necessar.\ action to 1n·otect the 
parti€'<: concerned?" 

The ATTOR::\"EY-GENEHAL iHon. J. 
:\Iullan. Flin.lers) replied-

" 1. rrh<' papers hl these DaSef' are lil 
the eustody of tlw Supreme Court. I am 
11mtbk• to lav thtcm on the tablP of the 
]{ons<', but ihc hononrabl HiCnlber 1nav 
in;pcct the,n in the Sunruue Com:t 
Hegistry. -

·· 2. Sub;, qucnt to the hearing of tlw;c 
cas( Tarrant y; as procecdA<d P- gain:-;t in 
tho police court on a eh uge of perjury, 
a11d comtnittc{} for trial at the_• Suprenll~ 
Court. The Cro\d1 Prosecutor (:J-Ir. F'. 
'\Y. Dickson), aftt'r fully con~i.cJ··ring all 
th(~ c·Yidenct_•, rer::on111lf'lldE'd that as tbPrP 
\V[l"' no <·:l::ic to go to ih8 jur.y no true bill 
be filed." 

Al-iTHRAX Ot:TBREAK T;RACEABLE TO JAPANESE 
SHAVIXG BRUSHES-EXAMINA:ICION OF HAIR 
GooDs J:\IPORTED FROM CnrNA. 

:'\Ir. BEDFORD (Wrurcgu) aekcd the IIom,' 
Scr•rctary-

" 1. Is the Health Deparnacnt In
forrncd of the Tecent outbreak CJf a.nthrdx 
at !\1aitlaud, :\',\V South \Yalco, traceable 
to Japanese shaving brushci-' (of \vhich 
50 {lozon have been sciz-:d) irnportcd 
through England to secure dH' bcnc·fit 
of the _\.ustralian prefnc·ntia.l .d:li.y 011 

articles of alleged British or {Ylrt1:. 
Brjti-.h 1nanufacturc? 

"2. I< he UW.tl'le that thl importation 
of hair goods n1unufactnrcd in China a11d 
imported to Australia throL1gh England as 
partly British rni<nufacture 1s subject onh
to sin1ilar perfunctory cxurnination? 

"3. As. in these n1at t~rs thr· Cmnmcm
·wcalth GoYcrnn1cnt ohvicnPlv faih in its 
duty, will the State Health- Departnwnt 
0xcrcisc. the maximun1 of 1(igilan0e ?'' 

Hon. M. J. KIRW A2'\ (Brisbane) rc;1licd
" 1. No. Inquiry is being made'. 
"2. ::\o. 
" 3. The Health Department will con

tinue to cx~\rcise tho rnLximurn arnount 
of vigHancc as in the p!'!st." 
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EGG POOL ADVANCES AXD PA'l:cEXn. 

:Vlr. DEACON (Cunningham). hr ::\1r. 
Edwards ("Yanungo:'. Hked the Secretar0 for 
Agriculture~ 

" 1. I-Ias the Gov-ernn1ent n1ade uny 
a•lvan·.0 to the· Egg· Pool Board. If so, 
how much? 

" 2. Did the Egg Pool I3o-·'rd for the 
fu·st fv\v rnonth•, make progn:s~ pay1nen1s 
to duppliers of E~ggs? 

"3. If so, haYe anY further -:ums hcen 
paid to such supplie1:s of egg', and how 
rnuch per dozen? • 

.. 4. If not, will further payments be 
n1adc-how rnuch per dozen; and \Yhen ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) rcplioJ~ 

'1. Yes, in the shape of a gu·nantce 
onl;r against SE:~curjtv giv-rn by the pool. 
Amount guaranteed up to £10,000. 

"2. Progress payments were made from 
September, 1923, to 12th January, 1924. 

"3. No. 
" 4. Further payments will br made 

after the pool's balance·slwct has h<'cll 
<tuditod in Septembm·. As soon as the 
rrudit has bce:m completed. the progrces 
payment will be made " 

INSURANCE OF .WHEAT CROPS BY STATE lNSUR-
Aei"CE DEPART'IIENT AGAIXST DHJAGE BY 
HAIL. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) asked the 
Treasurer-

" 1. What amount was paiJ by the 
State Insuran~e Department n.so,inst 
cln.1ms for damage by hail to wheat cropJ 
in the years 1922-23 and 1923.2;, respcc
tiYely? 

"2. \Vhat amount \t as rccciyed in prc
rniunur for each of these financial vcars: 

" 3. Wha.t is tho profit or loss i; each 
car'? 
"4. Does thE> Jepartment intend to 

take part in this bu~iness 111 r11njunction 
with other con1panio.s for the cm.:.1i11g 
\Yhe.1t crop?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. K U. Tlwotlore, 
Chiliagoc) replied~ 

"1. Claims paid~ £ 
(a) For yea!'· ended 31st 

De"t:mbcr, 1922 1.580 
(b) For vear ended 31st 

Dccc'nlber, 1923 277 
"2. Prmnium~ rcceiyed~ 

(a) For vear ended 31ct 
DE>ceniber, 1922 733 

I b) For year cndtcd 31st 
December, 1923 Kil 

"3. (a) For year endc'l 31st 
December, 1922 Loc,., 1.030 

J>) For vear ended 31st 
December. 1923 Lo8:-:., 277 

"4. 'I'hic matter is under consideration." 

FIRE BRIGADE STATISTICS. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Home 
Secretary--

" 1. I-Iovi,- many fire districts \vere in 
existen o in 1920 when the Ad came into 
force? 

"2. Since, that date how many new 
districts have been consti tutcd : ·· 

" 3. How many fire brigad~·.; are in 
Queen,land, and what is the total 
strength of pcnuan0nt 1ncn? 

" 4. How much was ccllected 
local authorities during the 
yBars ended 1922, 1923, and 
ac,•orchnce with the .\.et; 

from the 
fincll1Cia] 
1924, lll 

"5. \Yhat mte in the pound on the 
unimproved Cclpital value doeo thi· repre
sent in each of the districts concerned?" 

HoN. :VI. J. KIR\YAK (JJrisbrtrH) replied~ 
" 1. Thirty-one. 
"2. Six. This does not include the 

Metropolitan Fire Brigade district which 
was constituted by the c.tmalgamation of 
seven fire brigade districts, viz.~Bris. 
bane, South Brisbane, Hamilton, Ithaca, 
Toombul, Toowong. \Vindsor. 

"3. (a) 30; (b) 118. 

"4. 1922 
1923 
1924 

£ 
14,996 
14,292 
14.677 

"5. Information not aYailable. 'I'ho 
are·a a.nd rat0able value of the majority 
of the fire brigade districts is unknown." 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on the 

table, and ordered to be printed:~ 
First annual report on operations under 

the Unemployed \Vorkers Insurance 
• Act of 1922. 

Regulations under the Unemployed 
Workers Insurance Act of 1922. 

Amended regulations under the Inspec· 
tion of Machinery Act of 1915. 

Return in accordance with section 9 of 
the Mining Machinery Advances ~'l.ct 
of 1901J. 

TREAS'URER' S FIXANCIAL TABLES. 

The TREASl:RER (Hon. E. G. Theodore. 
Chillagoc) presented the tables relating to 
his Financial Statement for the vear 1924-
1925. . 

Ordered t~o b 0 printed. 

ESTIMATES-IN·CIIIEF, 1924·1925. 

The SPEAKER rPported the receipt of a 
message from His Excellenc0· the GoYcrnor, 
forwarding the Estimates of Probable Ways 
and Means and Expenditure for the year 
ending 30tl1 J uno, 1925. 

Ordered to be printed and referred to 
Committee of Supply. 

WAYS A:'\'D MEANS. 
(.tfr. Pollock, Grcgory, in the chair.) 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore. 
(Chillrt{fO'.): Mr. Pollock,~When submitting· 
the Estimates for the financial year just 
closed I anticipated a surplus of £7,037. The 
actual excess oi receipts over expenditure 
\1 as £12,707. 

The e~timated and 

Revenue 
Expenditure. 

actual results were-· 

Estimated. Actual. 
£13,064,100 £13,428,039 
£13,057,063 £13,415,332 

Surplus £7,037 £12,707 
Revenue over estimate, £363,939. 
Expenditure over estimate, £358,269. 
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Although there is .a comparatively small 
difference between the estimated and the 
actual surplus, the following tables show 

that there werP substantial differences in 
both the revenue and 1ho expenditure as 
compared with the Estimates:-

REVENUE, 1923-1924. 

' 
Head of Revenue. 

I 

I Estimated. Actual. Increase. Decrease. 

-------------1----- ------1-----1-----

Commonwealth ... 
Taxation ... 
Land 
Mining 
Railways ... 
Other Receipts 

Totals 

Increase 

Schedules ... .. . 
Interest on the Public Debt .. . 
Executive and Legislative .. . 
Premier and Chief Secretary 
Home Secretary 
Public Works 
Justice 
Treasurer 
Public Lands ... .. 
Agriculture and Stock 
Public Instruction 
Mines .. . 
Railways .. . 

Totals 

Net excess 

... 

1,' £ £ 
1,008,000 1,004,892 

£ 

3,340,000 3,617,201 277,201 
1,551,500 1,480,450 

28,600 34,005 5,405 
5,700,000 5,684,653 ... 

£ 
3,108 

71,060 

15,347 
1,436,000 ' 1,606,838 170,838 

13,064~~13,428~ ~.-4-44--i---R-9-,5-0_5_ 
... 1'-----£363,~----'i '-----£363,939 ____ ___, 

EXPENDITURE, 1923-1924. 

Appropriation. 
__ E_x_p_e_n_d_6c_l._[ ~v~ _ 

£ £ I £ 
39>,932 466,670 j 

3,696,072 3,761,140 
24,535 25,007 

101,099 108,692 
1,385,936 1,392,078 

214,143 213,654 4S9 
149,270 150,954 
3o7,295 449,802 1 

298,729 I 279,117 I 19 612 I 

Eycess. 

£ 
71,738 
65,068 

472 
7,593 
6,142 

1,884 
92,507 

201,4±8 1 195,783 , s',665 I 
1,s13.9o9 1,313,789 1 uo ... 

73 J65 I 69,7B7 I 3.568 I 
4,846,330 4,928,849 ... 143,519 

------------------------
13,057,063 I 13,415,332 I 29,454 i 387,723 

'----··£358,269 _____ I~---- £3G8,2tJ9 ____ _j 

i 
-------- --------------------------------- ------

Income taxation exceeded the estimate by 
£200,044. The rm enuc under the headmg 
of "stamp dnti ,, was £60,528 more than 
estimated; "other receipts'' returned 
£196,956 over the estimate, a, the result. 
mainly, of crediting to revenue £180,000 of 
the accumulated profits of the Savings Bank, 
which profits were retained by the Treasury 
upon the transfer of that institution to the 
Commonwealth Bank. 

Tho expenditure for the year sllO>YS a net 
exc< aS over th·' estimate of £358.269. the 
principal items being achedules, interest on 
the public deb1, Treasurer, and Railwavs The 
grant to the fund created under the· Un<:'m
ployed Workers Insurance Act (£70,683) is 
responsible for prac1ically the whole of tho 
excess under onhodules. The extra amount 
for interc·,t on the debt was 1·equired owin·3" 
to the " over-the-count-er" loans being freelv 
applied for. The> excess of £92,000 under 
Treasurer is the result, mainlv, of the adjust
ment of the following Tru;t Accounts for 
which no pro,-ision ltad been made on the 
Estin1ate~ :~ 

Advances to Settlers Fund 
]\"erang Mill (Central S'ugar 

Mill Fund)' ... 
Irvinobank State Treat-

ment \Vorks ... 
Steamer "Douglas JYiaw

son" \Y or king Account 
Public Estate Improve-

ment Fnnd 

£ ~'L cZ. 
1,521 0 8 

4,066 1 0 

31,705 15 4 

14,140 611 

39,391 211 

£90,824 6 10 

The amount for the Adc nnces to Se1tlers 
Fund '"as the d.<' bit balanro oi the fund at 
the Trcasun-. The £4.066 for the old ::'\crang
sug-ar-mill ;-epresented the overdraft at thE' 
Treasury on account of operating losses 
prior to the closing of the mill. The surnc. 
for the IrYineb<-•nk State trr·at-a1ent \\.Torks 
and the stcame,- •· Dot!glas }\;Jawo·on" were 
provided to adjust the losses on these ser
vices. Expenditure for public <c·8tate im
provement will. in future, be charg·.ed to 
Rnvcnuc and Loan Fnnd, and the abOY0 
adjustment free:; the Trust r~,und of thi~ 
overdraft. 

Raihvays expenditur• exceeded the csti 
mate b~- £142,519. The establiehment of the 
through service between Bri, bane and Towns
ville and the l<:rge unoxpectul traffic in the 
South-\V os tern Division in live stock and 
fodder, necessitating- the long- haulage of 
empty wagons, considerably added to. _the 
expenditure of this department. In addrhon, 
a large ~urn was required to repair tho 
-damage caused by flood \\ .tters, principally 
in the Central and :\'orthern Divisions. 

Particulars .-,f the r0venuc- and expenditure 
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund arc 'et 
out in the Budget tables, 

TRUST FuND''· 

The tran.S<lctions of the various funds v.ere 
0xceeding-ly hea.-y for th<e ,-ear. receipts 
totalling- £6,318,810 and " expenditure 
£6,642.379. 'fhere was thus a.n excess of 
expenditure over receipts of £323,569, but 
in se.-eral funds thiil was brought about by 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.J 
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r::redit~ not con1ing in until afttT the rlose 
of the financi1tl vear. To illustrate: At 
30th' Jum), 1924, 'the Central Sugar :Yiills 
Fund was overdrawn to the extent of 
£207,077, and the Cotton Trading Account 
by £243,631, but outstanding credits at that 
dab will liquidate these overdrafts. 

Receipts and expenditure and thP balance· 
of the various Trust Accounts Hrc giycn in 
Table, D. D l, and D 2. 

LoAN FuxD. 

At the close of the year nnder renc" the 
balanc'' of the Loan Fund was £2,672,325, 
but nnfortunatclv this amount was not avail
able in cash. \V e arc carrying, in our Cash 
Account, anumJJlated revenue deficits tohl· 
ling £810,000, and the net balances of the 
Yarious Trust E'unds give an overdraft of 
£890,000, making 1 total of £1,700,000. which 
has to bo provided for out of our c;,sh 
balance. 

During tho pe1iod July, 1923, to February, 
l;J24, rn isJd £1,:33,000 by loan i · 'U '' 

'' over f<')Untcr'' a.t interest rat·~ of 
E"~ per c:cEt. and 5~ p :_r cent. As thl· Coul
n,onwealth Go\ernrrwnt inicndcd maS.ing a 
local loan i the Federal 'I rC'fH1ll',_'l' 

desirous that States should be off 
rnarkot a11d a•;oid eon1p~.._ htlon an cl 
higher During FdJruar.v 
quccnsland a cl an offc•r fro !U the Uorn-
n~on-wcalth C ovcrn1nent of ..; loan of 
£1,250,000, with th.c condition that thi.i 
-hould di,;continuc selling bonds and 
for the rf'rnaindcr Df the financial -v~car 
1923-1924. The rate of inter' ··t \\·e pa,,· 011 

1L.is loan is 6 per cent.; the currency, he\'
c er, has r.ot vet been advised, as the> Corn
mon\vealth lo[tn issue, whirh included the 

~mount for this State. gaye subscrib!'rs thf' 
option of selecting a terrn of thrco, five, or 
1cn years. 

Tl;c loan. Pxpcndituro of tho State for tho 
year 1923-1924 totalled £4,650,198. which is 
o loo ut £380,000 less than the vnwision made 
on the Estimates for that year. Some of the 
r:.I_""~propriations, hovycyer, proved in'"uffici0nt, 
\"l'!.-~ 

£ 
Solcli<•r settlllmont, bv 50.064 
Wo~kers' Homos, by" 87,~51 
Loans to lonl bodies, b"· 57,871 

:Notwith,tanding the high co~t o£ building, 
the provisions of the \Vorkors' Homes Act 
'.>ere verv freelv availed of, and funds had 
to be n~ovidcd for about 1,000 dwelling' 
during 1a.st year. This 1ne.ant that the pro
-.;'ision on the Estimates IVaJ totally 
in~tdcqnato and had to bo supplemented by 
t5J.c al'oY0rnr-ntioncd aiY~ount. 

In respect to loans to local hodies. it is. 
of course, difficult to e"timatl' at what rate 
cnuncils '.Yill proceed with the works fO'r 
'·hich loans have been granted, and although 
tho Jargr amount of £600,000 was lH'OYided 
cL. t.he ]~'3tinlatc'" 5 it wa::. inc-ufficient to n1cet 
;:pplications foL~ adyanccs ngai11~t loans 
C',l!J)rOYCcJ, 

. 'fhc. sum of £30,872 was also expended in 
f:"iYing relief to fa-rn1ers on ncoount of 
drought. 1'\o provision I" as 1n:vle on the 
E.<timates for this ite~n. 

_--\ga.in~-t the foregoing excesses in appro
pYiutions there "cro substantial saying.:; i11 
the \Vorks and Lands Departments, amount
ing to £126.000 and £517,000 rPspcctivelc·· 

The following table shows the operations 
of the Loan .Fund during the year 1923-
1924:-

LoAN Fnm. £ £ 
Balan<'e at lPt .July, 1923 
Heceipts during the year-

Loans from CJnnnonwcalth ,, , 
Xet proceeds of sales of Tn:asurv bonds and in"eribed stock 
Amount received from C:nmmmiw"alth Bank under clause 10 

o£ the Commonwt.Jth lhnk Agreement Ratification and 
State- AclvanccB Act o.f 1920 

Instalrnf'ht',, received on acec,Jnt of Conversion Loan raised 
in London in April, 1924 ... . .. 

Repayments by local a.uthoritics. soldier settlers, &c. 
Receipts under Land Sales Proceeds Act ... 
Ca;;h deposits by insurance companies under the Insurance 

Act of 1923 
Refund from Commom.>:ca1ih of Australia of portion of 

expenses charged in connection with a loan of £4,000,000 
~9t6ed by the Commmmcalth on behalf of the State' in 

Expenditure during tho year
Expenditure as per Budgel Table E2 
Amount of 'var gratuity bonds rpe0ived fron1 soldier settler~. 

paid to Comn1onwealth GoY0rninent 111 reduction of 
soldier sd.tlement loan indebtedness ... ., ... 

Amount pa.id t<J Sinking Fund in terms of agreement with 
the Common-:sea.lth Government on account of loans 
advanced for local authorities ,, ... . .. 

Redemption of debentures nnttnred 23r.d April. 1924 
Redemption of debentures iHtH'd on account of deposits bv 

insurance companies and cancelled to oomply with the 
provisions of the Insurance Act of 1923 

Amount paid to Bank of Ewrland on a.ccount of loans 
maturing 1st July, 1924 

Deduct-
Amount of adjustment bctw(•cn Trust and Loan Funds 

Balance at 30th June, 192,+ 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

3,60 i,560 

1,250,000 
1,536,293 

571,000 

l.430,000 
452.407 

3,816 

567,695 

5,180 
5,816,421 
-----

£9,423,981 
4.650,199 

316 

4,000 
166.800 

486,000 

1.430,000 
6,737,315 

-----
£2.686,666 

14.341 

£2.672.325 
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LoA::.:r CoxvERsto:-.;~. 

Arran:;raments were Inado dunng- ul"; -rcc0nt 
\-isit to England for tho issue of a rCfunding 
!oan t0- n1ect the 1924 London nlaturii-)P~ 
,,hich amounted to £12,703,734. A short-tern~ 
l"'Sllr' '' recomn1cnd£'d by OLU' finnn('iaJ 
lld,-j~PTS u:, being the n1ost favonra-ble in the 
t xisting tDnditions of the Inr-n·kct. It ,. a:-; 
1 hought desirable that we should be in ,, 
position t,o take: advantage of the impl'OYU
lHent 1n the rnterest rates \\·hich. it is 
Cl r~ticlpa.ted, will ta.ko pla< l' durii:g tlH' 

·C'tJrrcnc.r of this loan. ' 
Th• prc .p~cius for tho loan was i• .ncJ 011 

7tl April, 1924, and applications cJo.. •l on 
2 ;th April. The loan was ven wcil rcceiycd 
i1"1 the ';t\: ar~d 1not \vith a1:1uzing ~u('cc.ss. 
lcoh apphcatwm totalled :t-66,066,G .. 'O ,-_]](] 
the 'Jn'. ~rsion application; £7.C,l8.639. 

tota.l applied for <1i £73.684,639. 
,~or conycrsi_on wer0 gTai~t~">d 

~11ct1ne~t, and cash appltr.-Llion-j 
It? a~ follov. ~: ~'r(10 plying 

£100 •received alwtn1ent 111 • 0YC1' 

£100 md UCJ to £4,000 wore a.llottcd '£:0·J: 
oyer £4,0GO received about 6 per cent. of tho 
<t_monnt. ~pplwd for. The conYcrsiou applica.
lt0ll:-t UL.tJunted to ab•.Jnt 60 pl'-;_' cent. ()f the 
lnan. The i~ no price ·was £89 10.-;., thP 

5~ per cent., and the ]('i'dl i- rt~dl'f'tl> 
. ill par on the lst ,July, 18:9. or at tlw 

optiOn of the Go\·ernnlcnt. in "'\\halt' or in 
!'c•!-t, t m;y tim,• after the l;t J ulv, 1926. 
Jf the loan rnns to tho fnll term, the. rduru 
~o1 InYe~to_rs :vill be, in intcl'C~t only, £5 lUs. 
~c., nnd Jn Intcr(~st and rcdcn1ption £5 12s. 
:d. TL.d co_st ~o the Treasury uftcr prvviding 
~or dc•Jn~·-)clatlnn and the expcnF::0:-3 of the 
L·'Ul' woeb out at £6 1s. 10d. As the 
i1Jten:st on tho loan did not co•nntellCP 
,-nbl 1st July, \HlS no oYcrlapp1ng 
pP:!'ioU i~ int,- •'est paynH::-nt5, \Vbieh son1utinws 
l'' unavo1da.ble in eonversiou transaction·). 
T~o ay l1as now been opened for the 

raiSl_Ylf!. of new lTIDIWy in London, and thc
tn:chnH:nar.~.- arrangmncnts haYf> been n1adp 
1nth 1ho Ila•1k of England and the Govern
~ncnt l~rS,!~~~rs0 for ~ , rf'funding _loan to 1neut 
1 I le £1~, ~ .... o,SOO "\V hi-eh 1natures Hl London on 
tlw l't April, 1925. 

STATE E'\:TERPRISES. 

It i, r<ot possible at this date to furnish 
{:r>mpl~;to infonnation in rc.~tJcrt of tho 
1t.1anc1al results of the entcrpl.'i·-es for thP 
,vear JUSi cr:ded, ?ut the brtlancc-shects and 
rcp?rts '"eaJ!ng w1th the operations of these 
;:ntJVJtles ''"ll be made available to hon. 
r·1en1 bers as (~.-trly as possible. · 

I nii_ght sa:y, lw,vc-· er~ that gcncrallv the 
c.pcrahons for the past year ha Ye be£'n ~satis~ 
f.cctor:c·. ;nd ~s a ·result the financial position 
hae bu·n cons1derably strength<·nc·d. 

BANK OF ENOL.\N'D .AGREEO!ENT. 

The agreumcnt made in 1914 for the 
m_anagcrrent of our _stock and loan issues was 
chscussN. by 1nc w1th the governor of the 
Bank of Englal_ld, and the request put for
ward that certam reductions shonld be made 
m respect to the chr:rg-es. I also represented 
that tho State at times found itself embar
rassc_cl owing to the fact that, after arrang
mg 1ts loan works. prog:ramme, it happened 
that thoro were delays m placing the neces
:-.ary loan. rrlus ~_ometimes inYOlYcd a closino
down or curtailment of works in progr~s~ 
and deferrmg the commencement of other 
works of an url?ent character. I suggested 
;hat th,, bank m1ght allow the State financial 

accommodation pending the issue of a loan, 
and so obviate these disabilities. As a 
result of the negotiations. the bank has 
agreed to allow us overdraft accommodation 
to th? extent. of one or two millions sterling 
pendmg the Issue of a loan. This will allow 
us to await a favourabl{~ n1arket. The bank 
also has consented to substantially re-due-> the 
rnanagcment charg0s. These reductions 
effected a saYing to the State of £12 500 on 
the recent convprsion loan, and will shovv 
corl'-L'"ponding r0ductions for the lnanago
ment of the loan maturing in April next. 
For new loan i _ 3ucs the reduced charges will 
mean a saving of £1,250 for each million 
pounds of the issue. The full text of the 
arrangen1ent \vill be given in the Treasury 
report upon the stock inscription operations. 
Tho h1nk also agreed to my suggution that 
all loan -dividends and redemption moneys 
unclaimed for a period of ten years should 
be hand-ed over to the State. \Ve -hall 
receive in this respect the present accurnu
lated balance. The amount has not yet been 
ascertained, but it will be in the vicinitv of 
£5,000. 

TAXATION AGREEC\fENT. 

In October last finality was rouched in the 
ncgotiaiionf; for constituting· one authorit:v 
for the assessing and collcctinc: of both 
CommomV(ealth -'.nd State income taxes and 
for the use of one form of income tax return 
to m et the dual requirements. The amalga
Ination is working satisfactorily, (tnd general 
approval has bee-n expro'oCd by the public. 
The arrangement is undoubtedly saving tax
pa.ycrs much inconvenienc-e and it will also 
effect con;;iderublc economy. 

SUGAR. 

The Commonwealth Government relin
quished control of sugar as from 30th June, 
1923, but agreed to a two years' embargo on 
the importatio•1 of sugar subject to the for
mation of a Queensland sugar pool. The 
Queensland Government acquirer! the 1923 
season's sugar by proclamation under the 
Sugar Acquisition Act, and also established 
an advisory board upon -,.vhiC'.h raw suga.r 
manufacturers, canegrowers, and tho GoYcrn
m.ent arc repl'e~ented. 

The board, which was constitut0d early in 
July, 1923, took over from the Commonwealth 
the surplus sugar on hand at the 30th June, 
1923. It also completed arrangements with 
the refining eompanif's for the refining and 
di.-tribution, fol' Australian requirements, of 
the surplus sugar, and the 1923 production. 

Arrangements were also made with th<' 
Commonweahh Bank respecting the financ
ing of the surplus sugar, portion of which 
"·as later exported by the board. 

The board r-ecently has been successful m 
obtaining reduced rates for the carriage of 
the raw sugar from Queensland portJ to 
refinerie"'. 

The price of raw sugar for the 1924 seas&n 
has been fixed, after inv-estigation by a 
Commonwealth tribunal. at tho samo amount 
<>s last season-viz., £27 per ton f.o.b for 
94 net titre. In view, however, of the esti
mated production in excess of Australian 
requirement,, the sum of £1 per ton >vill be; 
withhold in the meantime and made avail
able towards the cost of exporting the sur
plus st:ga.r. 

The constrvction of the now Government 
mill at the Tlilly River is proceeding satis-

Hon. E. G. Theodm·e.] 
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factorily, and it is anticipated that the mill 
will be compkted in time to permit of a 
small crushing during next season. 

In re,' ponse to requests from suppliers of 
cane in the Babinda sugar-work& area, the 
Government agreed to hand over the mill 

to the suppliere conditionally upon a poll 
disclosing that not less than 65 per cent. 
were in favour of the transfer. 'The Yoting 
resulted in 146 being agreeable to the pro
posal and 18 against it, and the mill is no"· 
being worked under the new managenwnt. 

E~rnrATES, 1924-1925 

Ruenue. 
The following table gives the amounts received during last year and estimate,( for tllr 

current year under the main heads of revenue:-
EJtitnated fo1· 

1924-1925, 

Amount from Commonwealth 
Taxation 
Land revenue 
Mining receipts 
Raih,ays 
Other recei pls 

Total revenue propel' 

It will be seen that a total increased 
rm·; nuo of £718,961 is anticipated for the 
current ;v<'al'. In round figures the increases 
ure-

From the Commonwealth (on 
account of the per c-1pita pav- £ 
ments) 29,000 

Taxation 152,000 
Railways 750,000 

whilst decrer.s,_ are estimatrd fwm-

Land rcv.cnue 
Mining 
Other receipts 

£ 
105,000 

3,000 
103,000 

Th(~ largo- increase in taxation i"' accounted 
for mainly by an extra £100.000 expecterl 
frmrl inconh' tax atul £40,000 fro111 stamp 
duties, of which £25,000 is on account of a 
proposed increase in the ch,que duty from 

Received. 
1923-1924. 

£ 
1,004.892 
3,617.201 
1,480.450 

34.005 
5,684,653 
1,606.838 

£13,428,039 

£ 
1.034,000 
3,7('1.000 
1,375,000 

31.000 
6,434,000 
1.50-lOOO 

£14,147,000 

1d. to 2d. A Bill to anthorise this increaser! 
duty ·.vill be introduced at an e:.rly date, 

Tlw receipts fr<Jm land settlement, etc, ar 
estimated to return £24,000 lus than last 
Year, and the pastoral holdings £81,000. The 
relief ".Yhich rnav l1e given und"r the Land 
Acts (Review 'of Cattle Holding RPnts) 
Amendment Act of 1923 and the Prickly-1war 
Land Act of 1923. passed last ·-~ssion, will. it 
is anticipated, amount to o-£130,000. and t]ll'• 
accounts for the <Cstimated Lducod rc1 enuP, 

In the railwavs the sum of £400,000 is allowed 
for the naturai expansion of the busiuc ;s, a neT 
£350,000 for increasrd fares and frpi g·hts 
details of which have already be. n puhlishod. 

The derr<'ase in " ;tlF'l' r('cei~t-,~' j:-- o\\ in\~ 
to the fact. that laet vcar had the b, •tclir of thtc 
transfer of th~ pro,fit of the Savin~s Bank, 
'1hich I have pr<•viously mentioned, 

]<;~xpr ndi tu re. 

vfhilst, in the framing of the Estimates of Expenditure• for the : e,u, the l'C<jUli'L'llW!llc 

of the State• ha,vc hecn kept in mind, th0 pressing need ihat exists for economy in public• 
expenditure has not been ovcr1ookC'd. The anticipated expenditure for thr, year sho·ws an 
increacc of £721,818 over 1923-1924, and thf' following tablP gives rho xpcnditurc for 1923-
1924 and the estJmated for 1924-1925: ~ 

Schedules 
In ten ot on the public dobt 
Executive and Legislative 
Premier and Chief Sccrctarv 
Home Secretary · 
Departm,,nt of Public \Ym'k' 
Department of Justice 
The Trea<mrer , 
Department of Public Lands 
Department of Agriculture and Stock 
Department of J'nblin Instruction 
Department of J\1ines 
Department of Railways 

Total expenditure 

It will be seen that sch0dulcs show an 
incrccse of £144,000, of which £100,000 is for 
payment to the Prickly-pear Land Commis
sion Fund. Honourable members will remem
ber that the Prickly-pear Land Act appropri
ates the sum of £100,000 per annum for the 
purposes of the ~\et during a period of ten 
\ "ars from 1st ,T ul;v, 1924. There is also 
required und0r schedules £36,000 additional 
for payments to sinking funds in connection 
with loan•, and £10,000 fm· the Government's 
contribution to the Unemployed Workers 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

Expended. 
1923-1924, 

£) 
466,670 

3. 761,140 
25,007 

110.134 
1,392,078 

213,654 
149,512 
449,802 
279,117 
195,783 

1.313.789 
69,797 

4.988,849 

< « £13.415.332 

Est in1-l tcd for 
192:,.1825. 

610.7~0 
4,220,913 

26,322 
111.706 

1.363.77 4 
233.565 
156.237 
374.371 
284.555 
155.096 

1,369,196 
70.23~1 

&.16:J,Z36 

£14,137.150 

In"lrancc Fund. IntPrest on th0 public debt 
is increased b~ £459,000, of which th< lTCf'llf 
convcr,ion loan is accountable for £214.000 
t!1 ' balance bclng n1adc up of proyi-.:ion fol" 
n~,,~ i:--.:ncR and f(n· jssucs last year on whic+ 
interest 'vas payable only for a pori i<>tl <)f tlu 
yea.r. 

The \Yorks Departn1cnt's rrquirerncnt, are 
£20,000 more than c,;pended last year, a 
larger sum being allocated this year for 
buildings and services of public buildings. 
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For Publie Instruction Department an addi
tional £56,000 over last year's expenditure 
i ·bring provided, the principal incrca'<' being 
an rtdditional £34,000 for State schools. 

Railways show an increased appropriation 
of £171,000 mving· to the larger volume of 
businese to be handled, and which will be 
rofl, cted in increasr•d returns. 

The Treasury shows an apparent decrease, 
but it must be remembered that the Treasun 
di·-bursomc•nts last veu wore inflated bv the 
Pxtra amounts f'ha1:g-ed to l'evpnue to a~djnst 
certain Trust Funds. 

The rrr!uctions unr!or the Sahrio• Act haye 
11ot been lifted. but for those public son-ants 
rccelving under ,£600 per annurr1 provision is 
..,nade for tbp grade increases necessitated by 
ihc Arbitration Court awards and the public 
'"l't·vice ela,·<>ification. 

It is c•·timatecl that the result for 1924-1925 
will be-

Total rev.- nue 
Total expenditure 

£ 
14,147,000 
14,137.150 

Surplus £9,850 
This result hov. ever. can only bo brought 

about by exercising strict cconon1y and a 
c]o:o:;e control generally OYer expenditure. 

TRCST FUXDS. 

~.\_ n•forcne~ t.o the Estimate'· di"c:1~c:s that 
the anticipl1tecl expenditure for 192·1-25 from 
these fuuJ·. totals £6 454.965 as rtg·ainst 
£6,642,379 cxpendc'cl last year. The Cotton 
Tradin~; Account has an incTeascd appropria-
1 ion, OYer last vc•ar's CXJ!Cnditnrc, of £100 000 
to prm-ide for· the large crop to be handled, 
u.nd there i· a new item of £191,000 for 
c·xpenditurc under the Unemployed \Ym·keb 
Insurance Act. ln order to meet increased 
business the State Insurance Ollicc \Yill 
require an additional £85.000 on last Year's 
{(isbursemcnt. ' 

It is esti:nated that the recci1d, from Truct 
Funds for the year will toL·l £5,966.000, thu, 
lt aying an exc:;..-:; of (Xpenditnr' ovcT rL<_·c'irJt'> 
c,f £4b9,00D but this •··ill Mljust itsc·lf "hen 
:tl] rl·cdits. for the~ YL'ar arc LronglJt to 
"''count. 

Lo•,x Fmm. 

Ovvinr: to tho ftnancial stringency '''hich 
}1as been brought u bout Lv the . xcha11ge 
nosition, Jho Co111mornveaJth and a1l th(~ 
~tatps have agreed that it is ncce.-·~:tr} to 
curtail lortn expenditure until the position 
ac~justs ihclf. Quecn.::,land must limit it'-J 
;-)O!Towings OYerseas for the current, financial 
year to £3,000,000. and the Commonwcfdth 
j,. to raise .a. loan in Australia, for the States. 
of £10,30,),000, of which th's State sill 
rpcei,-e £1,340,000. \Ye haYe agTeed that 
these two. sums, totalling £4,340,000, ,hall 
be the lnmt of our loan icsuc, fm· the 
Jinancial year 1924-25. It i~ proposed to 
cocpend from Loan Funds durmg the current 
financial yc•ar £4,381,731 as against an expen
diture of £4,650,199 in 1923-24. For solc1icr 
settlement the !ll"OYision is £50,000. rom
narccl with an expenditure last vear of 
£97,443; t,he reduced amount will, it is 
considered, meet all requirements. The 
W Ol'ks Dc'partment ha YO been allotted for 
l uildings, &c., £285,212, hich i> about 
£2,000 lcs, than was expended last year. 
Tho ]lrovi~:ion for workers' hornf'''l atllonnt-> 
to £190,080; J.,st year's cxpenditm·e for this 
purpose was £137,451. The sum oi £~'00.000 
which has been set down for loans to local 

be-dies Js about £42,000 more th>tu was 
(·J> pcnded last year. 'rhc demands. made 
upon the Treasury by local authorit1es an' 
C"~"Ceptionally heavy, and it has beeu a most 
difficult nattm- to decide ,,-hich cf the 
applications must be posrponE>d. I h!ll,. 
rcrognice the necessity of loc,! authonties 
obtaining xnoney for \Vater schemr'l:. drainage. 
and other he;dth and utility purpoees which 
<ll'G obligations upon councils 1o carry out. 
but it is rhis year impoHiblc to pro,-icle any
thing like the amount required. I might 
rncntion that we are alreadv committed to 
amounts totalling £1,563,000. and further 
applications totalling £900,000 ha Ye yet to be 
<:calt with. 

Provision is made on thi~"· vear's Estinta tos 
for £450,000 for the Tully :\1ill and £50,000 
on account of .ar new dredger for the Er1sb~lno 
River, which has become an urgent nc<"C''~rty. 
The total provision for the Lanr!s Department 
is £592,169, w'hich is less than last year\; 
expenditm<' by £316,762; the appropriation 
for the !.\hin Roads Board will be £296,000 
le's than'· a, provided la .. t yE'<:r. 

Agriculture and Stock shm. ·' a rt'duction 
on laet ycitr's expenditure of £52.702. prin
cipally on nccount of two non-recurring itcrn~ 
-relief i·o farmers £30 872 and erection of 
"·heat-storage sheds £7,910. The Railway 
Department has been allotted £1.938.953 as 
C')n1IJared \vith a.n expenditure la-st year of 
£2,318,204, aithough an additional £318,000 
has Lc0n ~.et aside for rolling-stock -.~Tbi('h j~ 
urgently required. 

Naturally the amount of mOlH'Y to be 
ra.iscd goyr,rns our loan expcndltul't'. aud 
keal authorities and othc!·e mu .. t realisP that 
their full require1 .. 1ents c.1nnot be met "·hibt. 
i be State it. .. clf is being rationed. limY long 
ihc present financial "tringency ''·ill l"'t it 
is dillicult to c.~y, but I am hopeful that. 
before the end of this financial V·car nor•llal 
conditions will haye returned. · 

Mr. Pollock,-I moYe-
;, r_rhat toward3 1nakiug goocJ thP Sup

plie, neco•,.,ary to defra:· His :;\laj<'•t.v's 
public cxpensr:s and rnaking an addition 
to tlr 0 nublic ·revenue-There be charged. 
lcvird, 'collected, and paid stamp dut;\- of 
the amount following :-On ClYery bi!l of 
exchange payable on demand or at srl?·ht. 
or on nrc~sentation or in which no tintc 
for pa~'mcnt is e~pressed, the ~nn1 of 
twopence, in lieu of the sun1 of one penny 
prcscnily chargeable on m·cry snch bill 
of exchange.'' 

That r.·lates to an increa .. cd stamp duty on 
cheques. 

Mr. l\lOORE (_iubign!J), who, on rising·, was 
rec~ivcrl with Opposition cheers, said: I 
1 istenod with great interest to the Financial 
Statement which has just been deliY:'rcd. 
The Treasurer just stuck to tho bare State
ment, which I consider is a most depressmg 
Statement-one of tho most depressing· I have 
eYPr listened to. 

The TREASURER: Very depressing to the 
Opposition. 

Mr. MOORE: No, depressing to Parlia
ment and to the country. It is a tacit admis
sion of failure on the part of the Govern
ment to meet the situation we have got mto_ 

The TREASURER: It shows that we are meet
ing it. 

Mr. MOORE: The position is being met 
temporarily, but ther€ is no SUfY!J"Cstion of 
endeavouring to extricate ourselves from the 

Jlr. Moore.] 
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position ,,~e arc getting into. Then~ is no 
~ugge-stion that the amount of n1oney which 
is going tD b:: spent thls year-\vhich is going 
to be a rerord-is going to place us in [L 

better position tn.·clvo months hence> than WP 

are in to-day. The Statement does not say that 
there is going to be any development by which 
the situation will be relieved when the dead
end comes as the result of the gr~at expendi
ture which is being incurred. There is nothing 
in the way of encouragement to private cntPr
prisc to start factories which will crca·k 
employment. and reliev-e' the position >vhen 
our loans will necessarily have to be curtailed. 
V{o know that they will hav;, to be curt 1iled 
at some period-the Tr·easurer >'oukl like to 
curtail them to-day if he were in a position to 
do so. There is apparently no justification 
for this loan expenditure in the spending of 
money for the W'cessary development of this 
State. There is no excuse for keeping this 
enormous expenditure going except that, if it 
wore to stop, a large nun1bor of rnon v;ould 
be thrown out of work. Does this expenditure 
that· we are going on with promis0 to makP 
the '>osition any better at the end of the 
Y-'ar? 

The TREAS'CRER: TherE' is £100,000 extra 
for prickly-pear destruction this year. 

:Ylr. MOOHE: h that goin!\ to •""c.'::' it any 
br:ttcr as regards the Qifficuli-ics tbu~ C'J~lfroul; 
the Go'- nunont Lo-day? Xothi~~g is sug
gcf-lted in the Treasurer's Stntc-n1ent bv which 
this difficult~- is going to be mrt. After nine 
ycurs of socialistic F•::perinu"nt '""c~ haYe got 
into this pnsition-th:'t. unko ovu- £4,000,000 
{)f Jean n1oncy is spent ov'-ry year, there ,,--jll 
he a large an1ount of unomplo.-;:-rnf'nt-that \YC 
m!'st sp01Hi wmething like that sum e.-cry 
yoaJ\ not o\ving to the neccssit~- for op~'ning 
up ne': portions of the State or further 
dPvolop1nf'nt of our industrict\ hut m2rcly 
because of the fact that a curtailment would 
<:al:.".G unen1ployn1ent. It is a most sc•riou:.; 
posihou. In many directions the loan expcn
·diture will ha•·e to be cut do'·.n-possiblv not 
thi~ ~·ear. because arrangements haYc al;e<;tdy 
been made, but at some time or other. The 
Treasurer recognises that it muot be cut dowH. 
·when the Acting Treasurer rc·turne·d from 
Melbourne he stated quite clcfinitcl:c· that the 
loan expenditure must be curtailed. 

The TREASURER: Because of a more or less 
temporary monetary stringencJ. 

Mr. :MOORE: The expmditure of public 
rnom•y npon the works on whi"h it is being 
<'xpcndrd is not returning the money that is 
required for intorc3t. and the result is that 
we a re getting further and further into debt. 

The TREASURER: Some loan expenditure 
may not ret.urn to the State the full amount 
of interest and redemption, yet it may be 
very profitable expenditure for the State. 

Mr. MOORE: That may be, but at the 
present time our rate of expenditt<re is very 
high and the rate of interest is high, and 
it seems to me that we arc not g·etting the 
amount of interest that we should get. The 
amount of money that has to be found out 
of ordinary re\enue rather than vut of the 
services that arc rendered by the works on 
"hich the m one)• is expended is becominc; 
greater year by year, and \VC are gettjng to 
that st8.go wh1?re it is hoco1ning a big burden 
for the countr:)' to bear. If the expenditure 
·•f this loan money were going to bring about 
a condition of development in its train and 
vve were going to receive some bPnefit :in two 
<Jr three years, we could see Rome relief from 

[Mr. 1¥Ioore. 

the position, but I do not see any such 
prospect. In tv.clvo months the hon. genH<·· 
man knows that the position will rwt be any 
bet tor. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member takN; 
too gloomy a yiew of the :cdtuation. 

::\Ir. IY100RE: In the Treasurer's own 
:Financial Statement is an admission that. 
unlcs.:; a larg""~ amount of money can bo 
expended, the position will be serious. Even 
when tho hon. gentleman came back from 
his trip to England he said that it was 
necessary to find £5,000,000 a year of loan 
n1onev. 
Th~ TREASl.CRER: I did not sav that. "V\' hat 

I said was th."t there w.as sufficient justifi
cation for an P':pcnditurc on public works 
"nd development of £5,000,000 a year, and 
11 c could cart on with that. 

::\Ir. MOORE: The hon. gentleman saicl 
that, unless wo could spend £5,000,000 a 
ye.a1\ it would lead to dictstcr. 

The TREASl!RER: That is n ridiculous dis
tortion of m v si a tcment. To say that wo 
would be f~ccd ·with dis:1stor would be 
absurd. 

Mr. MOORr~: I can gd the statement, if 
the hon. gentleman wi,hes. If he thinks 
that I am making a fals0 statement and ho 
did not sa"l· that it w_t~) ncr.P·"sary to spend 
£5,000,000 'a year, the published statement 
should be contre.dicted. 

The TREAS1'RER: I challe!lge the ban. mem· 
her to show that I made any such statement. 
He is misconstruing my statcm,ent. 

:Yfr. :YlOORE: I cannot get that statement 
now, but I will get it immediatd.v after I 
ha vc fmished. 

iYhcn the policy of the Government "'ue< 
fire<t outlined it was contended that the estab
lishment of State enterprises was going to 
rotricv0 tho porition, that taxation was goiug
to he reduced. and that the profits that had 
pr0viously gone into privat :' enterprise would 
go to the Scatr. All that has been a hopelc'-' 
failure. All thP State butcher shops have had 
nracticallv to close up. and last year the 
Gowrnment had to admit that they <'onld not 
compete with private enterprise. The State 
fish business, which was going to provide 
ch0ap fish for the people, turned out to f>n 
~ hepde88 failure, and had to be abandonPd. 
The State Sawmills were going to prm·idP 
cheap hom0s f.or the people, hut we find the 
Tr0asurer in his Statc1nent saying-

" :Notwithshnding the high cost of 
building, the provisions of the Vv~orkers' 
Homes Act were Vf'l"Y freely avmled of. 
and funds had to be provided for ab0nr 
1,000 dwellings during last year." 

The Tr·?asurer marvels at tho amount of 
n1onev required in this dirPrtion. According 
to the report is,ued by the Workers' Dwellings 
Branch of the Stai·c .\dvances Corporatwn, we 
find that for a similar class of house the cost 
of construction in 1915 was £255, whereas last 
year it cost £483. showing an increase of 89.4 
ppr cent. \Vhen one finds a statement to thP 
effect that a cert.ain policy is going to result 
in a certain direction, and then w: find that 
the direct opposite has resulted, and there is 
no indication in the Financial Staternent a,~ 
to ha\'· there is to be any improvement in 
wl1at is going to happon in this State. we 
worcler how the State is going to g;et into a 
better position. En'rybody knows the st'riou' 
financial position that we have got mto 
through the continuall:· mounting expenditure. 



TVays and 1J,1eans. [22 AL"GUST.] Wa;~;s and Me 'ns. 

:Ocnnc notice should be taken of the position, 
and smne endeavour should be: n1adt' to stop 
'cme of the financial lea,ks. The· Treasurer 
in his pDlicy speech on 9th i\ pril, 1923. 
'1id-

" C'"lreful administration and ·cconom~v 
have enabled the Government to carry on 
tlw service of the State without sNiou• 
difficulty. The po-ition of the Conwli
dakd Rev ·rme Fund is well in lwncl, as 
i~ ::-:ho\vn b::" the reducing P ~Pcnditnre. 

. Tho t dk of public oxtrava,;anc" 
n.ud fir -~ncial instn.bility in QucC'nsland 

L .bour rule is the re:Jult of a 
distortion of tlw facts lF the 

":· e-nd 'l,ory j_1oliticians, an~l ha5 
slightc> .. t foundation in fact.'' 

To~day-. instead of rcdueing our cxpcnditun._', 
se llaYf' an -~nnuall~7 incrc.Jsinr:s -expenditure, 
I'Csulting in incrc1sod taxation. In 1923-24 
thP Trea:-:urer expected io rc~cciY0 1n reYC'IlUf' 
.£464.697 morn than in 1922~23, and he actually 
n_·::ciYcd /~~28.636 more. I-1(' expccrPd an 
1ncrea~e in expenditure of £272,681, and 
actuall... spent .£63J, 950 mm than the pro· 
Yious yrar. For 1924-25 ho cxpcc+.., to receivP 
£14,147,000, or .£719,039 more than he 
rPccivrcl last year. lie anticipates a surplu3 
of onh· J:9.850. He also cxp< cl . to rocciYo 
£6.454.965 from Tmst Funds and .£4,340.000 
frotn the Loan Fund. In all, he ('Xpect::; to 
1TCPive aln1o~t £25,000,000 fron1 all sources. 
Fm· the forthcoming- year it is proposed to 
c:qocnd about £5.700.CIO more~ than ""S 
expended during the yc::tr 1921-22. 1'\ot~,,-ith
sranding- all the loan conferences and all the 
warnings issu,•d in the Press as. to ;,;-here this 
extravagance is bringing tho 'State. and not
withstanding- tho statement by tlw Acting 
TreasurQr regarding the ah,:olute nccc)sity 
for thP eurtailn1ont of loan ('XpPnditurc, W.P 
an' proposing to g·o along at the ~arnc old 
Tate of expenditure, which is more than the 
;=:jtatC' can Lcar. 

I -would no~,\- like to d-eal ,,-ifh th0 l1igh 
cost. compared with other Statf''. rhar Queen -
land has been subject to in connection with 
borrowing money through the legislation 
enacted. 

The hon. g-entleman cndeannued in his 
policy speech before the general elections 
last year to point out that a,ny amount of 
money was available for this State at a 
low rate of interest. He s,.id this-

" LOANMONGERS COME TO HEEL. 

"At the last t'lection the State was 
faced with a, critical position with regard 
to loan funds owing to the operation 
against us of a, political boycott on the 
London :rn.onoy market. The sinister 
duigns of our opponents were entirely 
thwart(.><:! by the success of the GoYern
ment in g~ining access to an unlin1jted 
n1arket in New York. Our success jy~. 
establishing a connection with that mar .. 
ket ha· .. been of considerable benefit to the 
whole of Australia. The Lon-don money
lenders can no longer dictate the domes
tic policy of Australian Governments. 
On the contrary, in fear of losing more 
cmtomers, thPy have shown the grf'c,,tcst 
a,lacrity in agreeing to all reasonable 
loan proposals put forward from the 
Yarious State~." 

·when it came to the redemption of the 
loans and the period when the Premier was 
about h' go hcmc to secure their conyersion, 
\\'O found him making an appeal for assist-
1l!1Ce owing to the difficult situation which he 

had to face. The Acting Premier, Hon W. 
Iv'fcCormack. at the last Labour Dav dinner. 
,,-as asked whv the Government di·d not go 
to Now York 'for their loan money, and he 
"'plied-

" The interj actor did not und.erstami 
the position. The ~ ew York financiers 
were just a' hard as the Bntish finan
ciers. Kationa1itv mado no difference 
with the "'oney~bags." 

The TREASURER: That is a very S·cnsiblc 
'tatemcnt. 

Mr. MOORE: It i:c, but it is an absolute 
c·•ntracliction of the shtoment made bv thc 
hon. gentleman in his policy speech 'when 
he said that th0 financial people w·re rush
ing Qucr~nsland ·with offers of loan 1noncy at 
a low rate of interest. 

The TREASrr:rR : You ' :1nnot depend too 
1nuch on newspaper reports. 

:Yir. MOORE: This was not rr r>cwspaper 
r0port. This vas a statement frorn the 
policy speech of 1he hon. gentleman. I 
want to shv,y the diametrical difference 
tJPtween wh«t vas promised by the hon. 
gentlmnan when he \Yas .£~IH1cayouring to get 
intD power and the po~ition as he finds it 
now that he ha·, attained that position. 

The TRE.\SURER: I have boon able to sue· 
ccssfully arrange the conversion. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. g·cntleman has 
also pointed out that an attempt at the 
dictation of 1hl' policy of the Government 
;1ad boon made by people outside. Tho 
_Arting Prcrnier, when speaking- at the 
L'lbour Day dinner, said-

" If we ,vant real control of our own 
affairs, without dictation from the 
lenders of nconey, then we will have to 
cut out loan expenditure to about 
£1,250,000 a year. and dismiss thousands 
of men ,,-ho ar·e employed on loan 
\Vorks. '' 

The Troaem·r"· admits that, if wo continue 
our present ratr, of loan expenditure, >VO are 
going tc- get n1orc and more dictation as to 
how that money has to be spent, because the 
security we arc offering, though good 
enough, is liable to fluctuate. The financial 
circles also take into consideration the 
cxtra>'agance of the Government. 

The TREASURFR: 'What I said was that an 
expenditure of £5,000,000 from loan was 
necessary for the proper development of the 
State-not that, if we could not reach 
£5,000,000, there would be disaster. 

Mr. MOORE: I consider that und·er the 
present circumstances and the high rate of 
intere3t that hfl..s to be paid that is a suicidal 
policy. 

The TREASuRER : The local authorities will 
absorb £1,500,000 of that sum. 

Mr. MOORE : The G<lvernmcnt get a very 
g-ood return on that m one::. I also want t_o 
point out that, although the Trea~urcr 1s 

pleased that the way for raising new loan 
money has been cleared, and is pleased with 
the preliminary arrangement» tha,t have 
been made for the conversion of the matur
ing lDans, Queensland is pa.ying a higher 
rate of interest than the other States and 
Xew Zealand are called upon to pay. The 
Treasurer himself st&tes that. after provid
ing for depreciation and expenses, the new 
loan will work out at £6 1s. lOd. pN cent. 
Let me compare these terms with the terms 

JJir. Moore.J 
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secured by New South \Yaks on loans 
floated in London since December, 1923. On 
6th March, 1924, New South Waleq floated 
a redemption loan of £12,000,GOO. The 
issuing priee was £97 10s. per cent., and the 
rate of interest 5 per cent. The interest. 
aJter allm1 ing for expenses of flotation at 
£2 per cent., worked out at £5 4s. 8d. per 
cent. The term of the loan was from eleven 
to thirty-one years, with the option of 
redemption on or after bt October, 1925. 
That term is not so much longer than the 
term of the recent conversion loan floated bv 
the Treasurer. They got their loan at 
practically 16s. per cent. cheaper than 
Queensland. On 28th Mav, 1924, New South 
Wales raised a loan of £:10.000,000 at par; 
the rate was £5 per cent. Irrtm·est, allow
mg for expenses of flotation at £2 per cent., 
was £5 2s. per cent., term eleven to thirtv
one years, with option of redemption on ;r 
after 1st October, 1935. The interest co,t, 
including redemption in 1935, was £5 4s. lld. 
per cent., and in 1955 £5 2s. 6d. per cent. 

That is practically £1 per cent. cheaper 
than Queensland obtained its loan. That 
shows the price wo have to pay for the mal
administration of the present- Government. 

Recently, New Zealand floated a loan for 
£10,000,000. The interest cost, including· 
redemption as £5 Os. lOd. per CPnt. If :-\ow 
Zealand is able to secure lllOllCV ~o fav.our
a,bl0 in the same year as Queensland secured 
its n1oney, there is somP cause for complaint. 

The TREASURER: It was in the same yoa,r. 
but the market fluctuates. 

Mr. MOORE: The fluctu11tion should not 
be from £5 Os. lOd. and £6 ls. lOd. 

The TREASl:RER: The m to varies " g,-c,t 
de a.!. 

Mr. "'100RE: It' does, but not to that 
extent. vYhat I am endea\·ouring to [1Dint 
out Is that the Queensland Go1 ''rnmont. 
through maladrninistration of the afl'air" of 
the country, havo caused uB to lHt", rnore 
than we should for the ace JrnmodatiOn we 
require. rrhe rrrcaSUl'Cr pra.ctically admitted 
that a mistake had been made and the 
Secretary for Public Lands als; admitted 
that a mistake had been made. The l<1ttor 
hDn. gentleman put tho ca,uso down to unom
pl'?yment. I~ my opinion. it is a stupid 
thmg to corrtmuc borrowing when we have 
to pay £6 ls. lOd. for the monev with which 
've arc to construct our va~·ioun, public 
works. It looks "'' though mam· of our 
works arc only going to bring in I' per cont. 
or 1~ l_ler cent. The biggest part of the 
money 1s expended Dn rail· 1·ay constl'uction, 
and a lot of that is not going to bring in 
any revenue for a considerable 6me. 

The TRE.ISDRER: Is it your a-rgument that 
we should close up those worko until they 
can return 6 per cent.? 

J\lr. MOORE: X o, but there should be a 
prospect of a reasonable return 1vithin a 
rea·Jnablo time. The whole cxcu<e is not 
that the n; cessity exists for dm·cloping the 
country, but rather that we should keep a 
great number of men in ark-that that 
work should not be curtailed. That 1s 
absolutely wrong. 

The TREASURER : Tlwre is no such refer
ence in my Fina-ncial Statement. 

_ :Mr. MOORE : J\'o, but that is clearly the 
mference all the way through it. To mv 
mind, the silence of t.he Financial State
ment is most eloquent. There is no sugges-

[Mr. Moo.re. 

tion that the position is to be relieved ir 
the future. This money is going to be spent 
merely because unemployment would accrue 
to an enormous extent if the 1nonev \vere 
not spent. That is the position after nine 
vears of experimenting by the Government. 
The position wants reviewing. I'Ve should 
consider whether it would not be more bene
ficial to start new industries and to a"~ist 
private enterprise. It would he better if 
this loan n10ney were spent to encourag_,J 
men to invest in lucrative industries. As Jt 
is this loan money is expended to kc·"P men 
i1{ work, and as soon as it is zone, thoso n1en 
have to fall back on the Unemployment 
Insurance Fund or Government relief. That 
is intolerable. Every year we find that 
n1oro a.nd more goods are con1ing to Que~ns
land from the South. If a person goes mto 
any shop in town, he will find that most of 
the goo,ds sold come from l'\ow South vValeq 
o1· Victoria. There ;,vas an Increase 1!1 
certain classes of goods coming into 
Queensland from the South bot":een the 
vears 1920-1921 and 1922-1923 of near!·, 
£2 000,000. Take such things as boots and 
s.h~os, ·wearing a-pparel, preBerved fish. frui_ts 
and vcgehbles. The following table wdl 
prove most interesting:-

Il\IPORTfi INTO QVEENSJ,A~D FROl\I OVERSEAS. 

I 102~22. 
Apparel .. 

1 

258,4 71 
Boots and S!1oes 9,858 
Drapery . 12,t,\l80 , 
Preserved fish .. 

1 
109,4:38 ' 

Fruit and \t' 1~p,. 1 37.LJ7 

£ 
511,980 

21.6=\l 
228,830 
IH,OOO 
.)8,084 

talJ<'s I 
H~~~~vare st~-:-.Ion 1,579,3:2~ 2,2::.5, ~07 

manufacture-;) I 
Hats and raps .. I :w,5.)i 
Leathrr awl 0,70:3 

L.171 
21,:.::23 

£ 
~J3,51;) 

11,881 
103,H21 

-±,562 
1,777 

043,-!8:> 

22,510 
11,460 

}Htther goods I i 
TextHe material~: 2,145,-±2:3 12,/60,0(2 I 6:24,530 
:)Iachint:s antl I 450,:-w:J f 10,072 260,66U 

rnnehtnf'r;· I . j ---
£..t-,773,72i ,£6,736,044 1-£1,060,317 

I I 

1\lr. BED>-ORD: In spite of th .t Quecnsiaml 
is the onh· State y h1ch has an ex css of 
exports OYC!r imports. 

.:\Ir. :YIOORE: That may be. That position 
\V<1S brought about beca.use YvC have SLlCh tt 

hrge 0xport of wool. That has sa YOd t hr• 
f-ituation. \Yhat I want to got at lS th1s: 
If \VC \verc to give encouragnmcnt by 0~1: r 
lo<1n cxpc.ncl-ituro to industries to start 111 

CJuf'enshud and give then1 the sa.n1o ?PIJOr
tPnity for 0'Lpausion as thev hR,VC 1n the 
S;Jutbern States, our \v-ork0rs would find 
employment im~tead of being cast o:. the 
~treet. 

:VIr. F. ~"- COOPER: You want to set• us 
gro·wing ·Cauliflowers instead of sht·cp. 

::\J:r. MOORE : It is all veq well for the 
iron. mornbcr to make fun of the position. 
'Iho fact lTlnains that we ~t.re drawing mo~t 
of the stuff that should be made in C~ueens
knd from the Southern Statco-" m· from 
abroad bctause conditions are better in those 
places than they are in Queensland. 

The TRI:\SURER: vVhere do the other States 
get their sngar from? 

YJ:r. MO ORE: Thev get their sugar from 
Queenslan-1 beca.use we are in the fortunate 
r1osition, because of clin1atic conditions, Di 

iwing able to grow sugar to better advantagC' 
than they can in the South. 
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The TREAScRER: And th" Southern States 
,,re in a bettN position to p1·oduce certain 
goods than we are. 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER: CauliflowC'rs, for 
instanrc, grow better in Vic~oria thaP in 
Queensland 

Mr. MOO RE: Industries should he 
encouraged in Q~1eensland insteLLd of being 
d ircouraged. 

The State enterprises a.gain ha 'Te been a 
drag on the State. The 'T-reasurer, in his 
Staterr1ent, sas ~.,_ 

" It is not possible at this date to 
furnish ~ Jmplete inforn1atlon in respect 
of the financial results of the enterprises 
for the year just ended, but the balance
sheets and reports dealing •Yith the opcra
tiom of those actrvitieP •Yill be made 
ayailnble to hon. 1nernbPrs as early Ch, 

pos-ible. 
" I rnight say, howcyer, that gener .dly 

the oporatiom for the past year have 
heen dttisf .. cto·rv. and as a result the 
financial positio~1 has been considerably 
strengthened." 

I do not know what the Treasurer considers 
satisfactory. Doe he consider it satisfactory 
because ~.vc did not have quite a:} big a- loss 
1 his year ~l!S we had last year'! , 

The 'filE.\''DRER: Any improvement is better 
ih:tn nonP. 

:\Ir. :\100RE: The position may uot br 
quite EJ disas~-~·ou.s a.s lt was last vcar. but 
it is anything- but satisfactor0• The follow
ing table shows the position so far as th~ 
various State enterprises are concerned:-

Net loss to 30th June, 102".: £1,010,10-J. 
Loss on Incmne TJx-

State . . n+, 726 
Commonwealth 110,1 DD 

l' npaid inter ut .. 

Total 

16-!,D:Z::> 
~)7,42;) 

The losses for last vear have to be added 
to this accumulated ·loss. Yet in his State
ment the Treasurer says he considers the 
operations for the past year have been 
satisfactorv. He considers a loss of over 
£100,000 tO be satisfactory. He is a remark
ably easily ;atisficd man if he considers a 
position like that satisfactory. After all 
the promises which have been made as to 
1 be benefits Queensland would derive from 
1 hese State enterpricPs. the people arc not 
nne whit. better off than thev ere before 
1 bcsc Statt• cnh'rpriscs \YC'r~--. established. 
There ~U'L' 110 rnO!'(· n1en ernployccl; v·c harP 
a considerably IM·ger int('rest bill to pay ; 
tlw people arc uot serYod aw: better; and 
the GoYernin<·nt have succeedt>d, so far a::; 
foalmines are ooncernE->d, in stopping \VhFlt 
might hrn> developed into a. Luge traclP. 
... :-\. large nun1ber of 111en \Vho would have bN'n 
JucratiYcly employed Cannot nm"". find cmplo_,._ 
1aent. merclv because tho State insisted oH 
c -tablishing- 'state coahnine.:,. 

I think thot anybody who reads the state
ments which were made bv Blair Athol 
cc.,alminers will realise that the experiment 
of ondeaYouring to develop Stato coal mines 
in opposition to mines which are better able 
to provide for the needs of the railways is 
an extrayagant and costly one. With regard 
to income tax the Treasurer sta I ed in his 
policy speech at Cairns-

,, Not only was it anticipated that 

there would be no necessity for addi
tional tax,•tion, but wrth a continuance 
of commercial and industrial activitv 
there w:~s Pverv likelihood of a lessOil
ing of the burdens of taxation where it. 
was foun•:l on investigation that the 
pr2sent tax applied with undue severity." 

I do not know what has happened-whether 
the continuanc·~ of commercial and industrial 
activity has not been what tho hon. gentle
man <>xpccted it to be-but, at any raie. we 
have here an irwrcase in taxation in that 
direction of £25,000, which is not v·cry much, 
errtainly; but there is an increaso of 
£350,00J in regard to fares and freight,,, and 
that is taxation of the people who use the 
railways just a' much as if it ha·d been 
imposed on them in a direct manner. 

So far as I can see, the increasing expen
diture mn"t increase. I would like to examine 
the position as we find it to-day Taking 
the amount of monev v. hich comes from 
public "arks and services on which loan 
monev is sp ·nt and the amount which falls 
on the reycnue what position arc we likely 
to get into supposing- we continue this policy 
which wo arc going on with this year for 
another four or five years? 

The following table sho\' s the re"ult of a 
policy of Pxpenditurc of £5.000,000 of bor
rotyed n1oney per annun1, costing 6 per cent .. 
and g·iving approximately the sa1ne return 
as at pnsent :-

Year .. A1nount 
borrowed. 

Additional 
Interest. 

Approx.! "\pprox
imatc i imatc 
ret.urn 1! addi
lrom 

1 
tional 

Loan , charge 
Works I on 

and Revenut" 
____ Servkes.\ ___ _ 

l---£---·---£--1 £ £ 

1924 25 
1925-26 
1026-27 
1027-28 
1928-29 

5,000,000 300.000 120,000 180.000 
\OOo,ooo Aoo,ooo ·

1 

•. ~J'r~oo,, 0o0~0o ~;oo.ooo 
5,000,000 !JOO.OOO ~.40.000 
5,000,000 1,2()0,000 I 480,000 720.00fJ 
;,,ooo,ooo 1 ,5oo,ooo 600,ooo aoo:ooo 

____________________ ! ----

No one can say from the manner in which 
money is being spent that things are likely 
to improYe in the futLire, and it will mean 
that in four or five years we are going to 
haye £800.000 or £900,000 more of an annual 
interest bill, which has to come out of direct 
taxation or be obtained by some other method 
from reYenuc. There is nothing in the 
Stat-ement which enables us to look with any 
r·onfidonee on the position that the develop
mmt of the State is g-oing to lead to an 
indirect benefit in the way of greater revenue 
uccruing. In fact, nearly all our incrc·ased 
l'OYenue is COIEing from taxation. vVith 
regard to expenditure the Treasurer states-

" vVhilst, in the framing of the Esti
mates of expenditure for the year, the 
requirement of tho State have been kept 
in mind, the pressing need that exists 
for econom0 in public expenditure has 
not bPen overlooked. The r>nticipated 
expenditure for the year sho\vs an jn
creasc of £721,818 oyer 1923-1924." 

But for what purpose is it • vV e do not 
seem to be getting an:v further ahead. If 
the Treasurer had said that any of the 
expenditure pn•posed. although it was "ex
tremely large, was likely to place us in a 
better position to enable us to meet the 
expenditure in the shape of a. high interPsi. 
bill at the end of the year. one would be able 

Mr. Moore.] 
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to see sorne hor)(~; but under the prr·'·ent 
conclitious I say that next year, if the loan 
conditions arc unfavourable-and po,sibly 
they -will be, a n1oncy s,een1s to bo getting 
dearcr-wp ~hall be placed in exactly the 
san1c po~itio11 again, and we shall continue 
to go on in that position unless there is '" 
rhangc of policy, and unlcv, the rl\~.ea.·<H'CY 
looks round and secs where leaks can 
be stopped. If a businc" man finds that he 
is spending more than his business can stand 
he does not go on trusting to luck or to a 
n1iracl0 or an net of Proyidence to place hin1 
on the right side of the ledger at the end 
of the Year. H•J endeavours to find out what 
Ieaks can be '·.topped, v.·here extravagances 
exist, and whether the difficulties c'tn be met 
by a simpler method-if the same resnlb 
cannot b<J secured by a more economical 
method. vVe do not find the Treasurer doing 
that to-day. He says that he will keep an 
eye on the expenditure, but that is all; we 
do not get any further. At the end of the 
Statement he has a remarkablv lame state-
ment-

0 

" l'\aturallv the amount of monev to 
be rui:ocd go~-Cl'D" our loan cxpenditti:ro." 

Apparently but for the difficulty of exchange 
and the "'arcity of loan money, the sky 
would br cloud]c;s, but, owing to the finan
cial stringency, the hon. gentleman is forced 
to keep within a loan expenditure of 
£4,380,000. If the stringency did not exist, 
it is to he inferred that there would be no 
limit to the amount which would be spent. 
\V e ar" increasing our expenditure. year by 
year. If from the expenditure of loan money 
we have been indulging in for the l>J,st five 
or six years \Ve were in any better position 
to mod the situatiGn to-day, I should bo 
glad to keep it on; but each yeuY. n1eans an 
increas0.cl cxpendi,turc because vvc L~Ye morr~ 
men depending Gn the Government solely for 
their Gf'Cupation. 

:\lr. BEDFORD: \Vhat is the rernodv-sdl 
the railways? 

0 

1\Ir. :;,rOORE : Possibly they might be run 
in a better way ihan they are to-day. 

Mr. BEDFORD: \Vould you sell them? 

Mr. :\100RE; No; hut I would use a 
portion of the loan moneys \V.C are g"etting 
to assi~t- new industries to start in Queens
land and help to make the conditions in this 
State equal to what they arc in the South. 

Mr. BEDFORD : Would it not be better to 
retain Australian money here instead of the 
banb sending it abroad? 

Mr. MOORE: The banks are im·esting 
1nonev to an enormous extent in Australian 
'ecunbes. One of the principal reasons wh) 
we have to pay such a high rate of intereot 
for money for developmental purposes is 
owing to the money which the Government 
have extracted from the banks. \Ye know 
that the banks were forced to find money on 
two or three occasions under threats, and it 
ha,s meant the withdrawal of monev from the 
development of IH'imary and "6PCOndarv 
industry. 

0 

Mr. BEDFORD : Is it the money of the 
public? 

Mr. ::VIOORE: It is private im·estors' 
money, and it should he used as far as 
possiiJle for developmental work. The mot·e 
monev the Government take for State enter
prises. the le~s there is for devolopmenhl 
works. 

[.illr. Moore. 

").Ir. BEDFOHD: \Yhut nbout tlv_' :..;k,,.· sr-ra LH-'l' ... 
in B!·i~Lm~H'; 

:viOORE: That i:, all q_·r" ,,-,•11. b:lt 
the Jll(~rnb01: must rc·LollC'c! TlLt thL' 
building of 1n Brisb:,:,e is the 
clirc·cr n•sult of of Go-\-- rnrncnt. 
\Ye knoF 1 -•rfecilv well +h, tax 
nndeveloprd laud 'and ordlnnrv tn~ntion 
so hE•a,--- that ihe people tll'C ~CO!ll]JC'Jll'd ro 
bui]d Pxpen _ivc• high budd;llg6 '· ·ith la LT'(' 
~ultes of oificcs. 

The TR,•: scm:R: \Vhat do you say compels 
t hPr1, to huiJd? 

:VIr. MOORE : The 
\Yhich cau~t:s then1 to erect 
tlw city of Brisbane, and 
ac1ilalJh_• fot· de, Ploprrwnta1 
The Treasurer himself 
Lllnn0r last that th1_' 
wa:-: (roing on the cii v nf 
thRt n the banks \\'0l'IC o 

deYclopnlCllt in Brisb" JH' 
countr_\~. 

'The TRE_\SuRER: I diu n 'r .• th t. 

l\1r. l\lOORE: The ba11ks forc(~d i11to 
tlw position of churgin>; rate of 
interest bv the continued of the 
Go'\·ernmc:~t. to secure loans, ·<·hen tlk 
land tax was put on, dw ]Wople had to distri
bute the bur"lcn OVE'r a larger <trea, so tha1 
Inon~y ·was spent in buildings in~tead of on 
the dcYclopment of the country. The "-hole 
thiug is a rrsuh of the polie~· t: Goven,·· 
n1cnt. Taxation hus beconw .-o that thL 
po ition is alarn1ing. I do not kihHY whether 
t1H' Tn a~ur0r rr-alises Hw ac'-:wl }lnsition ot 
affairs, but, when thP A<" TrPasur('r 
returned frorn his visit {;ouncil 
incctings. he \\as Ycry his state 
lll.Cnt a• to the absoluu• lL, -·s::1t~" (:f curtail~· 
ing·loan expenditure. In view of yvhat he said. 
I thought that some cndc tYours ,,-onld ha Ye 
been rnade whcrebv \l~o \Vould have been able. 
if not at once, at 'any rate in tw{~lve rrlonth:-.' 
time, to curtail it. Instead of 1 hat \YC are 
ftoing on and 011. \Ye kno· .. furthermor-·. 
that \'·:o arc hcavilv taxed il! add it ir)n, EverY
one n1ust recognis-e that ·with tlw p~)pnlatic;n 
''n~ haYr 1/J~ cannot go on c:ontinual1·v incrt•a 
ing taxation and liYing at t] e rate v:c ar ·. 
In 1914 our average ran· of taxuiion w-a-
£1 Ss. 2d. per h0ad, and it i-; £4 9s. 2d. 
--·~an inercnsc of 216 per 112 -:.11110 yt•nr.~. 
:\'"o <'ountry, unle~s it WHs a m(.r,t \...':dra-ordi
Hary country-and I realis.' that QuPPusJand 
i3 an extraordinarv counn,·-could have stood 
it so long. But Qucensl~nd cr.nnot stand it 
in,1efmiicl~v. VV 0 cannot go on spt~nding at 
that ratr> and getting no )lny man 
ca1! have a g·ood 1inH>, j£ owns privatt-
propcrt~·, so long as he can holTO'>Y n1onc~·; 
but when that time ends he mu't gPt out or 
thoro n1nst be a restriction. So fa~ as I can 
make out. there is a considerable balance of 
our as,c>ts on -,yhich vve hav ~p0nt loan 
1noney of la.h~ years \Vhich are not realisablt'. 

The TREASt.:REH: \Yhat nons~""'': Thcv 
are all realisable. · 

Mr. MOORE: We arc not 15etting the 
return from them that W<l should be gcttinf(. 
and the result is that taxatio·n has to bP 
increased year by year to provide the int,_-rc,..,t 
on that money. 

The TREASURER : Taxation iL~ 1101 1ncreasu1g 
:;·car by year. 

Mr. YIOORE : The increose has becll 
cnormons OYer a number of yetuH. 

The TREASURER: You are' referring to the
Cornmomvealth. 
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JHr. MOORE: I am rderring· to the State 
t.Lxation It hn incr<•asc•d in QLieousland. I 
have hero a record of taxation from 1915 to 
1924-

1915-]6 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920 21 
1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 

Taxation 
Receipts. 

£ 
1.455,358 
1,564.045 
1, 761,233 
2.772,269 
3,323,745 
3,u32.642 
3,420.296 
3,330.885 
3,617,201 

Tho TREAS1TltKR: (',Jn -;Tou quote any country 
in the world where thew haYe not had to 
inrrca~e their n~Ycnue · during the same 
p0r1od? 

Mr. :'\fOORE: Of course there haY2 been 
increases, but taxation has not been increas
ing in other countrif'" in t1H~ sn,n1o proportion 
,,., in QucensL.nd. l\forPOYcr, our population 
i• not increasing in the sam'' r..._ho. 

The TREAS1:RER: The hon. member must 
know that in the two States to the South
::\o;y South \Vales and Victoria-their 
lncreases have been great Tin proportion than 
the increase in Queensland. (Opposition 
dissent.) 

Mr. MOORE: I do not know that. I 
!:now that, although their ro;·enuo may ha.vo 
been increasing, a largo an1ount of it has 
been devoted to dlwelopmental work owing 
lO the wi'o expenditul'o of money by their 
Governments. In Queensland our loan 
oxpenditm·e is not returning annually the 
<tmount required to pay interest, and the 
t·estdt is t},,t we have to pay the deficit from 
ordinary rcycnue, \Yith th~ !_~csnJt th,·~tt taxa
tion ha.s had to be incl'cased. Just recently 
the Go,-ernment have had to increase the 
fares and freight, on the railways. 

The TREASURER: In X c;-; South \V a lee the 
f.,rcs and freight-; ha .-c Loon increased by 66 
I·l'r cent. 

}ir. :MOORE: I shall deal with the railwav 
faros and freights later on. Just now 'I 

ant to 1 •oint out th, t the total taxation 
for the nine years prior to 1915 amounted 
to £6.290,174, and for the nine years follow
ing 1915 to £24,927.674. That means that 
from a limited population £24,000.000 in 
h~xation lws been collected in nine vca.r·,. 
Th:1t means that the money is taken, from 
the cn·emt •s of natnral doYelopmcnt. with 
the l'Pstdt that we ha.-e to import goods from 
cut ,ide Quc"nsland. 

='Jow I want to deal with the positiOn in 
the raihvay..;. There \Vas ~gain a los'l in 
1923-24 of ;cpproximately £1,600,000, making 
'' total accun1ulated loss in nine vea.rs of 
£11,482,184. This in "•Pite of the fact that 
<·arnings per train mile- have increased fro1n 
6s. 4~cl. in 1915 to 9s. lli,d. in 1923, or 55 per 
cPnt. ,The following table will indicate tho 
increa.s1 in the a.verage revenue per ton 
utrried :-

----------

Tonnage of Avcraac 
Year. Goods and Revenue. i Rcven~e 

Livestock 

I 

per 
Carried. Ton. 

---~--: 

£ s. d. 
1915 4,970,883 2,516,380 10 l 

1924 4,208,989 3,290,471 15 8 

Average increase in freight per t.on carried, .Js. 7d. 
Average increase in freight per ton caiTied, 55 per cent. 
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That is an Pxtraordinary incre;_tso to pi ace 
upon the people. One has to rccoguiso that 
jn Queensland we ar{' approaching the stago 
\vhere increases in freights ancl fa-!'l'S Yrill nol 
rr~turn the C3timated amuunts, becnuse to-day 
·.•:e hayo the competition of mo!or Ychiclcs 
running alongside the railw:.ys. In tho 
cvuntry district.:;, for instance, \ve haye motor 
cars with tenders running in and out of the 
(cwns 30 or 40 miles and making profits. 

Mr. BEDFORD interjected. 

Mr. MOORE: Naturally the people who 
li.-e in tho country want the best moans of 
gcttin(i about. They do not want to be 
::~1 bj t~·\-:t 1 o inaon veniencc, and, if they ea n 
<J,void stopping the night anywhere and also 
::yoid paying higher rat.es in fares by using 
raotor ca.rs or trucks, they ,vjll do so. The 
lnOl'C you raise fares and freights on the 
railways the more will the ,receipts bt• 
affected in that way. I do not ;vant to soo 
tlw Go.-crnmcnt continue to build railways 
with money borrowed at a cost of 6b per 
cent. and 6 per cont. when they are on!:: 
returning 1 per cf',nt., and it is no use~ 
<mdea youring to remedy the position by 
increasing tho fares and freights if that 
<.. ourse d.!_·i vos poo_tJle a. way f~ron1 the raihvays. 
'l'ako the butchers. They have all been in 
the habit of trucking their cattle from Too
woomba to Brisbane, but there are hardly 
a.ny butchers doing that now. They travel 
their stock from Toowoomba to Brisbane 
because drovir~g is more economical than 
railway carriage-the freights have gone up 
so much that it is cheaper to dro;-e. It is 
n0t likely that that course is going to benefit 
tbo Railway Department or the re.-enue of 
tnis State. I rccDgnise that people who arc 
very far out and are not in a position to use 
motor cars must use tho railway:;, but people 
who arc not living vorv far out-within lOO 
and 150 miles-wiJl avoid using the ·railh'ays 
if the far"'' and freights are so high that it 
is cheaper tc get to market in any other way. 

If the railways arc going to supply tmcks 
at a more economical rate than the facili
ties supplied by private tractors, then. 
natnrally, the people will use the railways. 
To endeavour to compel the people to pay 
higher rates is not going to case the posi
tion, and I rather doubt the anticip11tion of 
the Treasurer that ho will receive• £350,000 
n:tra in this direction. 

I would like to stress thB difficulty experi
enced by soldier settlers, especially in rpgard 
to some who arc not getting th"' '· fair go" 
that they should get. If a settler has drawn 
the maximum amount of £675. he should 
not be pushc·d off his holding merely 
because ho a .. ks for a further advance to 
tide him ovf'l' Lad times. There is a super
visor in c.hn.rge of the Cecil Plaius settle
ment, and if tbe Government receive appli~ 
ea tions for a "'sistance from those sdtlcrB 
who could Le plac.-,d upon their feet with 
ven- little further assistance. thcv should 
for~varcl those appliccttions to the s'upervisor 
to make inquiries into the character of tho 
man who has ma.de the applicrrtion. what 
proprerty he has got, and what work he ha .. 
clone on thr,t property, so that he might be 
granted further assista,nce beyond the 
maximmn of assistance permitted. Under 
the present Sj otem, when a ,,ett]er applies 
for further assistance. he is told that hD has 
reached his limit and can recoine no further 
benefit. Perhaps it would not be wise to 
give some of them who han' not reached 
the limit any .further assistance on their 

Mr. JJ1oom] 
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holdings: but there are many who, owing 
to bad climatic conditions and other causes. 
should be given EOD1C further assistance to 
enable them to rocoYCr and get on their 
feet. If they appl:, for that assistance, it 
should be given to them. There is no doubt 
t.hat many of them are fighting a. hard 
battle, and are not receiving the considera
tion that thev should receive. It iF all vor"; 
fine to cncmiragc people to go cm tho land. 
but if thev arc to be tro,ted in that wa•·. 
and are going to be forePU off the lurid 
\vhcn a sn1aJl a1nount of assi..,tancc ·would 
a''"ist thPn1 to rcrnajn there, then that is not 
going to be encouraging to other settlers. 

There is one item of £191.000 from Tn"t 
Funds for expenditure under the 1)nem
ployed ·workers Insurance Act. I cannot 
quite understand that, but l presnnw it is 
t:J put into operation some of the clauses 
in the Act nucking it compuloory for local 
authorities to con1n1cncc f'ertain \;ork. That 
might help to relieve the position in regard 
to certain applir cttions which the Tro>tsurer 
savs he has had to turn dmvn. \Ye know 
th~t at the pre;ent time th0 cost of local 
auj;.l,ority wmk is remarkably high, and the 
local authorities have just as much difficulty 
jn securing funds to ea rry out necessar~-
work as the Government. but I cannot make 
out what this £191,000 is for. I do not 
know whether it is to be- us0d in a dis
criminating way between one local anthDrit,· 
and another. or whether it is put there .for 
sorr10 specific purpose. l do not know 
whether tbe local authorities in the Korth. 
\Vherf' work is of such a seasonal nature, arc 
going to be forcrd to accept certain ::;urns 
of monev to carrv out certa.in work under 
the Unei-nployed "\Yorkers Insuranc~ Act or 
not. Pocsibly the Treasurer will be able 
to give an explanation of that sum later on. 
The position appears unsatisfactory. rrhe 
Treasurer has not :.d out any contempla tcd 
attPmpts to de:J with the pr:'oent fin><ucial 
position, except temporarily. It is a 
terrible position to find loan moneY being 
continua1ly expended, especially vvhcn it i~ 
recognised by i}w Govemment that cLutail
ment in that direction is absolntclv essen
tial. They go on merely trustiHg to R 

miracle to g-et them out of an a wlnYard 
position, whirh is not playing fair to the 
State. and is not giving- to the people of tlH' 
State a fair chan~c. 

The Government hayc to look fonvard to 
the prospect of continually increasing taxa
tion. \Ye arc creating a class cornp1·ising 
an enorrnons number ot rncn \vho a re '·oleh· 
dependPnt upon thP Govprnment for thei'r 
occupation. The increasing nurnh0r of 
public senants and the number of men 
depend<'nt upon the GoYcrnmcnt i the most 
regrettable feature of the whole position. 
The GoYernn1cnt are vlaced in the pJoSition 
of having to c.nry out YYorks th1t the~ deem 
inadYisablc, and th0y c mnot postpone those 
works at. an;. tin1c. sirnply bc'cause a large 
number of men is dependent upon them for 
employment. and i hose men force the State 
into a position T\\ ~ich it has no right to 
occupy. The onl,\- r0asonable mcthocl to be 
adopted is for the Go\ ernment t.> expend 
kwn rnoney in such a v\·a~,- as to giYe ~~ist
ancO to indiYiduals or co-operative RS·-)ocia
tions which will ena.ble them to start indus
tries on favourable terms. so that wh0n the 
dead-end in connection with public works 
i-; reached. the1·e will be opportunities of 
absorbing the workers rather than that they 
should be thrown out of employment. We 
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are going along ten1porising eYcry day, and 
endeavouring to secure enough loan rrwnL'V 
to keep men employed, hoping against hopc 
that something will turn. up to remedy ih" 
position, but all the time we arc getting
into a 1.;-orso po"ition. Every ~:car n1oro n1cn 
tome to Queensland, hoping to get a joh 
h0m the Government in connection with 
railway works and other public '' orks. \Y.hen 
the time arrives for those J1Ub1ic ,yorks to 
be closed do"·n-.1nd the Cabinet recognier> 
that thcv should be closcd down-tbcv will 
find thCrn~eh·es 1n tt hopelcs~ poSition. 
bPcanse io close down such ·works "\vill menn 
disaster to a largo number of men. The 
whole position is absolutely unsatisfactory. 
and the sooner tho Govcrniiwnt recognise 
that and alter their policy so as to enable 
t.ho money to bo cxpendod in such a manm'r 
as _will get 11s somevvhere rather than h'ad 
us to a dr•ad-end brick wa.Il, tlw better it 
will be for this State. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrrgo): To the speech 
delivered by the leader of the Opposition I 
have listened with interest, tinged with re
spectful pity. The hon. gentleman s-eems to 
consider that. because we arc in dillicultie, 
as to loan money, the only thing to be done 
is to crawl up a hollow log and die. We 
clid not create the loan position that is here 
to-day, nor has any act of ours during the 
nil_~.e v0ars that we have been in power beer> 
Tesponsiblc· for it. (Opposition laughter.) H 
is a legacy of the bad old Government of 
which the hon. member for Albert "as a 
1nen1ber. 

Hon. J. G. ~"PPEL: \V e h::d something to 
show for it. You have not. 

Mr. BEDFOHD I know the hon. gentle
man ha.s something to show. \Ye have the 
fact that we have to pay nearly £4,iJOO,OOG 
per annum in irtercst in London, which sum 
represents 28 per cent. of our income. 
Although we have succeeded to that legacy 
and have accoptNl the responsibility. "·e are 
perfectly ready to face the difficulty. 

Hon. J. G. ArPEL: Your GoYerllmcnt. haY0 
doubled it. 

::Vlr. BEDFORD: And doubled the pros
perity of the mas,es in this country. (Oppo
sition laughtec·.) The position to any hon. 
member reprc>enting a country electorate is 
ono of great scriou•mess, seeing the large 
qnantity of public works required, the 
n.mount of assistance wn.nted bv selectors for 
the purchasP of netting, and the money 
wanted for the purposes of water oupply and 

iuigation. It is a bad thing to 
[11.30 a.m.J sec the Estimates of ihe Lands 

Department cut down as the.' 
have been, in face of tho greater necessities 
of this vear m·cr last vear. The interest on 
the public debt has ·expanded by nearly 
£500,000, a.nd the position is that 28 per cent. 
of our total reYenuo goes in paying interest 
on foreign loans. This is not only the case 
in Queensland. but it is the case :1!1 over 
~\ustralia. Th's interest is mostly for mone0' 
wasted ir; the bad old times, when lllen served 
in Parliament without payment and for the 
honour and glory of the job of getting a 
railwav built intc their back ,·ard. Hon. 
member,. can see money wasted in this way 
in cYerv Stat" of Australia. h1 NeYv S'outh 
\Vales · £4,000,000 has been wasted in an 
att8lnot to rnake N O\Vcastlo a port, wb il0 
Port Stephens, a. few miJ.es away, a betteJ' 
harbour than Sydney, is in the position of 
Sydney in 1798. In our own State we can 
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"'C money wa~ted at Townsville in building 
" harbour because the vested interests of 
Burns. Philp, and Company, Limited, neces
, itated that money should be spent the_re 
and Bc.wen l:ept in the background, while 
'l'ownwil!o should have been nothing better 
than a railwav station. Hon. members can 
see how the ~ested interests of Rockhamp-
1on dem •.nded that a port should be made 
at the end of a drain while Port Curtis was 
Iving idle. 

J\Ir. J-LmTT~Y: You want a. railway made 
up to ]\fount Isa. (Laughter.) 

}Ir. BEDFORD: When the mines develop 
to offer the height, yes. In Victoria mil
lions of loan monf'y havo been spent in 
P<aking a harbour at the end of a drain at 
:\Idbourne "n::! at the end of a sandpan at 
Gee-long in order to ke·ep \V {~stern Port anrl. 
Portla~d, which did not have such strong 
nted intere,ts, in the background. 

The conditions y;e han• to face are not of 
to-dav's creation; but it is a question for 
the ,:hole future of Australia as to whether 
it shall energetically grapple \\'ith the 
problem of finance. The fad that loan 
rnom,ys to the extent of £147,000.000 arc 
falling due before 1927 signifies that oven 
1mtting off for a few years the• £25,000,000 
o£ loan money falling duo in Queensland 
does not get :\.ustralia out of the wood. and 
the Australian position will react on all th0 
States. The tr-ouble is th>tt v.·e ha.ve been 
continuously taught to wonhip the fetish of 
British ickas of govet·nmt'nt. c;on•rnment 
by th, ruling classes in England has placed 
that nation in the position it is in to-day. 
S'l that since 1919 no less than £227,000.000 
has been pai-d in unemployment doles. 
Although the sum expended in th. t direction 
last year 11mountod to £20,000.000, it is now 
£47.000.000. Adherenc0 to the political and 
fiscal ide<Lls of Brit>in has rcsultPd no1 onlv 
in putting .ft.._ustralia where ~he is to-day:, 
but also in thrdatening a larger lTIClHlCC in 
the future. If we take the case of restricted 
wo1·ks and c1nsidcr for a. 1nm-nt~n1. -we n~alise 
1 hat anything we can do 1nust be only a 
palliative against a recurrcnf'e of the ~·an1c 
positim~. There .i~ the vif'ious systc~n going 
()11 .in AustraJla of exporting nlone,\ to pay 
interest on foreign loans when it should be 
exported in goodc. Even if we had tb'' 
exchangL· position in our faYolu on the other 
side of the world. \VC would 'till be '"skcd 
to take onr credits in goods o-wing to thP 
, rtificial tax of 3 per cent. on industrie' 
rcprc,ented b;c exchange. 

Thmro is one item that the whole of the 
\\·orld must hft:·e, and that i., Austra.lian 
wool. The wool clip tlois yc'u \vill probable· 
be worth £60,000,000. \Y c < ould in t.his 
particular staple dictate te:ms t.J tlw people 
who nro bu;ving. \Vc could dicbtte thoer• 
term' sufficiently strongly to P2C<''sitc,te 
credits being made in Australia for the pur
chac" of that wooL (Hear. hear!) \Vc are 
ln a bad po~ition in connection \Yith all our 
other exports of primary producp because 
the British market loves th<' "dcrcr Aus
tralians" who help<'d them in the war so 
much that it would buv butter from 
Denmark, or even the dcvi'!, for ld. a lb. 
less, ·while vested interests or the Argentine 
have captured the Briti:,h moa.t trade 
apparcnth· for ;, ears. or for n. long tin1<: 
ahead. That means we cannot dicJ~te terms 
for any other staple than wooL \Vo are too 
much in the habit of believing that this 
l~mpire has so expanded and grown thaL it 
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will last for ever. Ko <'mpircs do. Thee' 
all go. The first sign of decay is rottenneso 
at the heart. 'l'hat is whCI'e rottenness first 
sta.rts. Britain is rotting at thD heart, and 
any enlightened pcr"con follo1.Yin~ . current 
affairs n1nst so interpret t.he)'n. For In;;;tancc, 
not onlv has Britain spent £227,000.000 in 
unmnployment doles since 1919, but hst year 
her imports exceeded her exports by 
£212.000,000. and between 1921 and 1923 bel' 
national debt grew £190,000,000. The posi, 
tion in Amtmlia is practically as hvl. That 
is to s•.y, it i..s bad proportionately, and 
worse for us, considering that \YO have a. 
large public estate, comp_arativcly cheap 
land and one of the most fnntfu1 countnes 
that' the sun has ever shone on. The posi
tion of Australia last vcar was that her 
imports amounted to £140,000,000 and her 
exports to onlv £119,000,000. A real 
national Aw3uU1ian Government v;:ould 
retaliate bv a. high tariff and a national 
svstcm of" banking. The Commonwealth 
started as 11 trulv national bank. At least. 
that wa'l the intention of its founders. The 
present position of finance is not due to tha 
Labour Government. Lot us revww the 
finance of private enterprise. Take what 
socialism did fo!' flnanco in 1893, and 
it mav be found necessary to save 
private~ cntcrpri:3e banking again unlefls 
we put it out of business first. Mr. 
Ed\\·ard Miller, the chairman of the 
Bank of \Tictoria. suggested at a recent 
meetino· of shareholders the importation of 
Bank ~f England notes in order to relieve 
the po5ition. He also wept becHlSe pnvatn 
banks were not now pormi ttcd to make 
their own note issue and carefully evaded 
the fact that his own bank in 1893, \vhen it 
did put out its own private note issue, 
suspended payment and had to be brought 
back to a position approaching solvency by 
sociali:3n1. r:rhe Govornrnent is asked to do 
things that do not always pay. It ha,s to 
run the roilw,ws. The hon. member for 
~\ublg-ny suggcsD_~·d, in one of the 1nost hope
less speeches that an hon. member has e:er 
made in this Hou5e, the only ''ay m "lo1ch 
be thought the:-· should be madP to p;;y. 
TheN! are onl,v two ways to make them pay. 
One is by grinding the forehead_ of the 
employees on the doorstop for dJvide~ds. 
a.nd the other IS to put Up fares. rhe 
hon. member objected to fares being raised. 
because he says' that people will travel h:v 
n1otor drivf'n tl·ansport. 'rhcy ·will take 
the roads to travel bv, and at the same 
time he and all loud ;,uthoritics ar" press
ing the Govcrnrnent for n1ore rnonev to 
build those roa.ds. 

:Yir. Kn\G: You put 10 p r cent. on the 
second-cla-ss fares. 

Mr. DEDFOHD: Why not, if i1. is neces
sary' There is the fact. The only way the 
hon. member can ask us to c..-:ca pc frmn our 
present position is by making the railways 
pay and yet not put up the freights and fares. 
One thing thio Government will never do. 
and that is the old Tory ahernahve of 
making· the working man pay at both ends. 
About the alleged trouble in the Labour 
ranks, from which the Opposition hoped 
so much, there was never any debate as 
to the justic-e c•f higher wages-only a deba.t0 
as to finance. It is necessary for me to put 
the position to the people of the State gencr
<tllv to show that it is not our fault, but that 
it 'is a legacy which we cheerfully take on 
and intend to make good. 

Mr. Bedford.] 
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Let us examine the constitution of bunk•; 
!Ct-nd illsuranco cornpanics. I :-;hall tako a_ 

few haphazard to shc,w the •.:ay tlwy lun·e 
democracy ]eg-irnned h~: privately controlled 
linanco. I shall gi "'' a sample ot the systew 
of the private banking of the world One 
of the worst samples that I can remember 
is that of a little suburban bank in \V ashing·
ton in the District of Columbia. That bank 
had a capital of 150,000 dollars-£30,000 
actual ea pi tal. £20,000 of that money was 
Tcprc entcd by a depo•it with the Federal 
Deposit Bank. which \Yas nccc-sary to enable 
them to can·~,· or. bus1ne;:_,. rThe capitalised 
profit had inorcas9d the capital to about 
250,000 dollar·.. and all of th · t was r, pre
sented bv a building. It had depo,its of 
7,000,000 'dollars. 3.500. ~00 dollars paid no 
intereot, and 3,500,000 dollar, represented 
sayings b'1nk UC 0 0unts at an intnrcst of 3 per 
cent. That is, the bank had 7,000,000 dollars 
at 1~ per ecnt., and 1 his enabled them to 
make the profits thev did by letting tllE' 
money out at 8 per cent, 10 per cent., and 
15 per cent. to \V all Street on loan at call. 
That bank used tha 1~ trust money praetically 
for the purpose of making pools m that the 
man who had a deposit in tho savings bank, 
when he migl1t take e .. little flight of specct
lation, would di cover that he was being 
killed by his own money that he had placed 
with that bank. 

"'cl though we have not such a flagrant caoc 
of the iniquity of the confidence trick called 
private banking, yet \VG have plenty of 
c<Fl-i, ROIT1C of '"hlC'h I will now go through. 
In 1922 the Queensland ?\ 'ttional Bank paid 
12~ per cent., 1111d now its dividends aro to 
be kept at 10 per cent. It made £186,000 
profit' last year, p11rtly because socialism 
saved it, and it has o\·er £3,000,000 deposits 
for eYer at 3~ per C•cnt. If an individual 
did that, it would be theft; but \\ ith this 
confidence trick of banking it is not theft but 
business. 

'rho Bank of ::'\ew Zealand made profits 
of £335,000 last year because in 1893 socialism 
guarante~d its issue of £2,000,000. The old 
banks havo a contempt for the new, just "-' 
the sncccssful confidence man has a great 
contempt for the pickpocket; and you ha;o 
onh· to read the comments of established 
ba~ks on the little Primary Producers' 
Bank-which, of course, is filled with the 
nobl-e idea of helping the farmer, and inci
dentally taking all the profit-as is even 
commission agent. The nominal capital of 
the Primary Prodncers' Bank is £4,000,000, 
and it might as wdl be £400,000,000, because 
it is only marks on pieces of paper. Its 
subscribed capital is £1,475,276, and it has 
paid up in real money £156,258. It has 
deposits of £300.000. In its fll·st year it 
made a profit of £976, but it refuses to allow 
anybody to see its books. Here is a case 
where, with a little money, mostly repre
sented be- buil-dings, it is possible to double 
in a year the working capital of a concern 
by using the public's money. It is a. case of 
that money being used as a bludgeon to 
give industry another black eye. 'rhat is 
the position of every upholder of the present 
banking syc,tem-he is only attempting to leg
iron and do violence to industry. 

The Bank of Australasia has a paid-up 
capital of £4,000.000. It is only Australian 
in name as it a foreign bank-a London 
bank. £1.000,000 of its £4,000,000 represents 
capitalised profit, and capitalised profit is 
only another name for successful oyercharge. 

[J1r. BecZforcl. 

Everybody knows th,~t the rate of ex.c!tange· 
from one Au:-,t1·alian State to another is quite 
antiqua1C!d and extortionate. 1l'herc' is no 
question of ~ending n1oney to CloncurrY, on 
vvhich you ltaYe to pay a charge of i per 
cent. hc,m ::\Iclbournc, it is only a matter of 
a telcgra1n or a book entry. y,ct .t\.ustralian 
industry and inter- and intra-State industry, 
too. are held down by the large Yolume of 
exchanges, one of the 'vays in \dlich banking 
makes its prc.fit. 

The Bank of Now South \Vale.' has 'L 
capital of £6,000,000 and rcscrn•, of 
£4,000,000, the result of overcharge. It has 
deposits of £85,000,000, and its confidenc0 
trick is so gilt-edged that the marke< Yalue 
of the shares is £12,000,000. 

Tlw Bank of Adelaide has -a paid-up capital 
of £875,000 and reserves equal to that 
amount. the result of overcharge. It ha 
deposits amouUing to £6,000,000, o.nd pays 
dividench of lG per cent. 

The Engli,h, Scotti,oh .and Australian Bank 
has a paid-np c rpital of £1,500,000 and 
made a net profit in 1923 of £470,8.\8-partly 
because it has £2,340,466 of old deposit--' 
locked up as perpetual stock at 3~ pL•r cent. 
So they profit by their own crime of thirty 
years ago, rmd have £12,000,000 free-of
im-erest depc,its, ancl £13,000,000 bearing 

. interest. The wages of sin in this ~a~c are 
12~ per cent. dividends. 

The ·west Amtralian Bank has a paid-up 
capital of £378,000, of which £50,000 repre
sents capitalised profit, and oven with that 
\ratered sto~k they pay a dividend of 17! 
per cent. 

In the- n1attcr cf in~uran( ,' we 
tn eon:;idcr the cost of insunuiC<' 
State In~urancc· Office started and the 
<'ost. The fi.uanec of i11suram e 
c- .~en 1nore l'lJtten thun ihc finaw ' 
C'Olllpanic,.:. rrfwv arr both la die<; of C. fl..'-'< 
':irtuc. but OlJC" ·js bcttPr drc ··d tlwn th'P 
other. ThP Life Insura1w0 Coup ln:v of 
A11'!nllia has a nominal capita' of J.,250.0JO, 
a paid-np capital of £71.500, and total funds 
of .£334,633. Although th• y ;ne not in that 
paying position, the Australian ProYidC'ni 
A~'"Ociation, another concci·n that de 1Ht1H.L a 
polic.:-man to accon1pany its nutna,...i..'BH'ni, 
ha ye p;cnP so far as to pay £1 10s. for th<' Li f,, 
of Australia'~ 10s. shares. 

:.\1.r. I(EHR: A pretty "crook'' wqr:c1. i::; it 
not"? 

::\llr. BEDFORD: 'V ell, when I luclk at the 
hon. member who interjected, I eh, Lot think 
jt is as "crook" as it is silly. 

The Trustr''''• and Rxccutors 
pany of :\ PW Zealand pays <.J 

of 15 per c 'nt., while tlw Bankers antl Traders 
Inf.urance Con1pany of Sydne:; haR a Jlominal 
capital of £1,000,000, a paid-np capital of 
.£87,600. and a reserve of £30, 7~-1. This rcSDn-e 
of 35 P" r cent. of its capital aftrr only three 
yca.rs of life is the result of ovcrchnr.'."· The 
lVfv.tual Lifl.:' and Citjze-n:;; Compan:-;· is one 
of the worst. This was started with an allPg-ed 
capital of J:5,000, but by Pxtorti-on and OYer
charg-es for Sl'r\·icc and fraudnlcnt rnc-thods iu 
securin;_2; the lapses of industrial po1icir sit has. 
incTc•st•d its ('apital out of capitalisfxl profiL
np tc- £200,000. Y<::>.rs ago I published ihc 
true and fal:;;c balanr~-shects of that eornpany 
f'irle by side. The cpmpauy is~tH::1 Dnc false 
balance-'~l!Pct to the public with the divirl<'nds 
concealn.d in an item called " honuse~ surr ·n
·dcrecl, etc." But apparently, being of a v0ry 
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religious turn of mind-on Sundny ol· after 
ollicc hours-tlwy decided tlry would not com
n1it pPrjury in thC' declaration ncccssar:;r to 
the Registrar of Cornpani:-s, and there they 
111dde a tru£' rPturn, ~ho'\ving that they ~,,·ere 
pnyi11g thenl~t'lYPS .£:100,00LJ a yc\tr on an 
o;·ig·irw I capital of £5,000. 

'J]1e Au;;;tr.t1ian 11C'tropol1tan Lift:> hr>s paid
up capital of £131,000: total funLls amountin!',' 
to £422,822. Its di \-jdPlJd::; arc also about 
20 per cent., though hidden like the Citizens 
Cornp<lny. 

::\c\Y Zealand TnsurallC"f' Company has a 
capital of £900,CCO (J..\50.000 of it capitalised 
'ince 1912); £1,127,312 in n•servos. Its diYi
dcnd is 15 per cent., which r: ally amounts at 
tho least to 30 per cent. 

Standard Insurance Comnan:v has an allc•gcd 
paid-up capital of £100,000. of which £25,000 
are reserves capitalised inco 1919; the divi
dend (as declared) is 17,!, per cent. 

The Perp(~tual Trustee Cotnp:111y ha~ a. capi
tal of £125,000, of which £25,000 arc < apita
lisr!d profits, rcscn·cs £158,000, and 12~ !JCr 
cent diYidend. 

Equitable Life of Queens! and-which is I "ss 
Queensland than life. and kss equitable than 
cith0r-has a pa,id-up capital. of £59.833-of 
t~:hich £7,500 was thf) }JI'ornotcrs' cut. Its 
last year's cost rate of iusnrauc ~ was 164 per 
cont., and the cost of floating and establish
ment took £25.230 of the capital. Contrast 
the State Lif0 Office of Queensland with thj, 
and talk of the wastefulncs, of the Gm·ern
mcnt ownership OYf'r private PntorprisP. 

The Colonial l'rovid'•nt Life (Sydney) 
im·ests first is~uc, of capital, £150,000 the 
other day, and the promoters got £17,000 of 
that. 

The Commomn'alth Life Assurance Socin·: 
has a paid-up capital of £99,257, of which 
£5,000 w'1s paid to the pwmotcrs; and a! 

the end of the third :1 ar they arc still spend
ing 29s. lld. for CH'l7 £1 received. 

The Producers and C'itizeJls' Uo-opcratiYC' 
~.-\_ _ ~;uranef' Cornpa uy has n1ore a:-· ·-urancP tha;1 
co-operation; a paid-up capital of £103,956. 
of which the promoters' cut was £14,000. 

The United Insurance Company has a paid
up capital of £350,000, of which £225,00J 
rep1 :scnts watered stock. This cornpany pays 
10 JH'r cent. on d1C lot, or really 25 per C<'llt. 
on the actual capital. 

The South British I~suranc, C'nmpany of 
:'\e"· Zealand has a capital of £773,730, of 
\Yhich only £67,686 \Yas roal mone:: paid b,v 
shareholders. The capitalised profits siliCC 1917 
amountPd to £450,000. The nominal dividen<l 
is 11;; per cent., but the actual divid.nd is 
abcut 150 per CPnt. 

The Permanent Trustee CnmpQny (Sydney) 
has actual ca,pital of £60,000, but they pay 
a dividend of 7~ per cent. on £110,000, which 
is almost 15 per cent. on the actual capital. 

The People's Prudential Assurance Company 
has a <"'lpital of £10,000. This company lumvs 
tho dividends and expensPs and has an in:-<ur
anC< fun,,! of £135,000. 

The Qt,censland Insurance Company has a 
r·aio-up cq)ital of £500,000. of which only 
£75,000 was paid in cash, and £425,000 repre
sents capitalised profits £r,om extortionate 
charges. It pay,; 12~ p·•r cent. on £500,000. 
but really 83~ per cent. on the actual capital 
put into the concern. 

So that we must nationalise banking and 
fmance 'wd cut out preference. \Ve must 
insist on Australian credits fot· wool; increase 

the p:encr I tarifL dccJ\'H:->1_' i1nport 
mor-n 1o pay fon•ign d{'Ut; and 
('al tarif-1':-. Fith any onr good 
1•.ith. \\'0 mmt look at 
! ·osuls through a tnicro~vopt'. 
Donald's o!Yt•r of £34.or J,OOO to a"i r iumi
gTation is no good, as thc- inunigru1lt'3 will 
not come in our ehips, and the £34.000.000 
will come in good.:; that \\"O do not want. \Ye 
n1ust rnake the Commonwealth Bank v.-hat it' 
founders intended, alld not permit it to be 
w.hat the American Federal Re·"ervc Bank 1~ 
-the v, et nur~c of pri-ratP bankin; ... ,' that in 
its turn \Yet-nurses trusts to beat the 
'Yorkcr, no n1attcr what St11tc lc:risla1 ion i-3. 
made for hi'n. ' 

Mr. KcRR: I thongln it ., as out- of ordc1· 
to read a spPPch '? 

1\lr. BEDFORD: It 
order not to listen to 
rncmh2r is getting his 
is sadly nccck. '. 

i.~ vz~ry nnwh out of 
iL ~ hopt~ thr- hon. 

irnprovl•(l as it 

Other HaihYaY Dcparrrne:nts of ~\llstralia 
have been quoted as showing that the GJucpns
land department \vas crJsting too rnuch. and 
I 'vish to call attention to certain statement" 
made by the 2\lPlbournc •· Age ''-an anti
Labour paper-which made these statement' 
just prior to the defeat of the l'en<·o~k Go
Yernrnent, and which did not intend to \\-rite 
auothe1· line for the purpose of putting 
anotl:Icr Labour Government in po\vcr :-

,, Sha1nrning ignorance amidst popula1~ 
contempt, tho StatP Government, t:hich 
has ju.:;t been l'{'novatPd and repa.inted, 
was an (~x.arr1ple of egregious weakness. 
rrho Federal Government is indinPd to 
::-tiflc n1entinn of ~-\.nsiralian eong ~ b:_v 
resounding shouts of 'Ernpirc.' 

"The con1bin(", that prey npon the people 
in restraint of trade ha"e an intra-state 
as 'n~ll a.s an inter-state a'-'pcct. ~rhcir 
controllers have chos0n on man',~ OC( 

sions to giye them that, aspcct-tr; repre
sent their operations a" being within the 
State-as if the State Gov~rnment were 
a tried and trnstv friend novo·· 1 i kel' to 
thrcatl'!1 any lo~,· of prc rits. . . . 

" It is rPtnarka.bJe how forn1lda.blc the: 
a ppcar to the ordinary political and 
official rnind 'vhcn action is propnscd to 
the di,ach·antagc of great wealthy 
interests. 11110 disci osure·..; made· from 
week to \YCPk about the tvra,nn·:;· of c,Jlll

bines intE'D"'ify public opin"ion a gel inst the 
ruling partie~. 

"The r,'tail price of foodstuffs had 
long been a scondal. Numoroue appeals 
were made for protection from the gange 
'vho, by n1enns of combine;·, rin,z~. and 
'undcrstandings,' wore deliberately bleed
ing the eon1munity. The GoYP-'nmcnt 
protested impotence and prcctised indif
ference. 

"}1inisters made a grave error in judg
ment \Yhcn they d0cided that the high 
cost of living problem v:ould vicld to 
the cuBtomary treatment. All da"cs of 
citizens arc feeling the pinch too keen]:, 
to sub1~1it to the extortioners t,amPly. 

"The Victorian citizen is ,pcciall:· 
entitled to voice his indignation. For 
his State has throughout been the black 
F,heep, the awful example. In increased 
cost of living Victoria is not only lea.d
ing the \Yay, but at time; it ha>: been 
leading by a great length. 

":'\o Government mav affect to be im
potent \VhCn the mass of its citizens arc 

llir. Bedford.] 
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obviously being made the victims of 
organised imposition practised for the 
pecumary benefit of wme fPw. The 
offenders are taking the fullPst care to 
keep their methods cunningly screened. 
But that methods are at \York, and arc 
responsible for the unnatural iniquitous 
position that at, present exi~ts, no sane 
<liBinterested person in tlw State for a 
moment doubts. 

''Indeed, th0 GoYernmPnt of Victoria 
might well rogud the Commonwealth 
Statistician'~:~ rcctuTcnt figures as a 
series of votes of ~~Bn;:;urc. 

"That local profitecring in foodstuffs 
i::;: ran1punt is notorious. The fact seen1s 
a glaring ~"-lvcrti~en1cmt of the futilit;,~ 
of rnodcrn goc e-rnmcnt as displayed at 
least in this State. 

'' BotwPon the Governn1l'nfs in1y1otcnee 
and tho profiteer'::; impertinence the cit.i
znns stand helplcl;(s victin1s. 

" The WP~lthy banking combine is not 
too proud to point out with a \vhinc that 
the proposed increased cost will mean 
only a few pPnce a v.rcck. These few 
pence will amount to nearlY 2s. in an 
a . ..-eraged-sized family, and it will prob
abl,- mean that man\ au alrcadv ill
nourished ehild will ha~-c to go even-more 
hungry. 

'' 1Y1r. Eggluto!l sneer- at the vague
ness of Labour's allusions to profitrering. 
\Yith greater vagueness he allcg•?s that 
the ::\linistry had a perfectly definite 
•;ay o_f dealing with the profiteer. Tho 
High Cost of Living Commission is the 
only visible effort this precious Ministrv 
has madf'. And as long as men and 
"'Ymncn remember. thev will rcmen1bcr 
that Commission with· derision. !\ever 
did any Government make " di.play 
more impotent. To-day the operations 
of trust and cmnbino arc ran1pant; their 
influence i- c.-ident, and the food we 
produr ~ here is clearer to our p0oph~ 
tha.n to people at the other <'nd of th< 
parth. 

"If the nev~~ ~Iinistry pursues its pro
po~cd lino of action dPternlincdlv it will 
make a welcome breach i11 that .. hitherto 
impenetrable barrier betwC>n the nc
tin11"-,£'d consurner and the rapac1ous 
exploiter. And, if the Premier is true 
to this latc·;t pledge, he mav settle him
self fairly assuredly in his' 1Hinistcrial 
chair. · 

': rrhe n-e\\' JHinistrv is no\\~ the nublic's 
hope. If it probes .. this bread ;nystery 
thoroughly there is a strong probabilit,l· 
that the oitizen will be delivered from 
these audacious attempts ut extortion." 

In a more rocnnt is~uc the " Agn ' showed 
t.hc condition o.f the railwavs: the train miles 
run; a.nd the cost of ~raill mile age run \vas 
less in Queensland than in Victori<L, a.lthough 
Victoria is a small compact State ·.yith ono 
of the busiest railwa,- svstems in the world. 
and -with an in1n1cn6c amount of suburbfLn 
traffic to handle. 

Labour will win through so long as it 
remembers that it is Austr~lian Labour. 
\V e have the best of good feeling towards 
Labour all o;-er the world; but if we stopped 
for the democracies to march with us shoulder 
to shoulder, we should have to wait fifty 
year, for them to catch up. Our fmance also 
is not improved by stupid immigrant Com
munists, who ask the Australian trade unions 

[:llr. Beclforcl. 

to lend £200,000 t-o Russia. {Opposition 
laughter.) As a matter of fact, they are 
so stupid that it is a wonder they are not 
sitting oYer on the other side of the ChambP!', 
Such Communistic immigrants as the Gar
dens and the \Valshes are so anti·"'lcustralian 
that. if charitY did not believe them unnt· 
tcrably stupid-, it might learn to belieYe 
them corrupt-even if only corrupted by 
their own vanity. 

lVIr. KERR: You are reading your speech 
arc you not., Thnt is against the Standing 
Orders. 

Mr. BEDF( IHD: Do you think so? 

:\1r. KERR: Yes. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You know something. 
then. (Langhter.) Australian labour will 
go on in its own good way, learning by 
mistakes and trying to do better. It will 
remember that its three most extreme immi
grants--Cook, Hughes, and Holman-were 
extreme onlv until Australia fed them, and 
tha.t they Cleserted Australia at the con
scription call of the Imperialism that had 
stanecl them in their youth. It will learn 
to avoid the extremist in its own ranks as 
a kind of invcrtf'd Tory and help Australia 
to a safer position than the money power 
holds it in at the moment. There is not 
the slightest doubt that Labour is firmly 
fixed here. \Ve know that the difficulties 
which will probably arise will be the means 
of enabling us to prove our quality if we 
have any-we know that the Opposition have 
none. (Laughter.) Recognising these facts. 
and seeing that most of our trouble is due 
to a bad old legac:- which we assumed with 
the responsibilities of office, we are quite 
satisfied-and the country is quite satisfied
of our ability to put Queensland on the 
right road to development. 

At 12.5 p.m., 
:\Ir. F. A. COOPER (Hrr!.Lcr), ono of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

:\1r. G. l'. BARNES (H'arzcick): I shall not 
follow on the !in'~' of the last 'Peaker. I 
am not disposed, at any rate in the first 
instance, to cut out items in the Financial 
Statement which may bG significant in a 
giYcn direction, and allow of congratulations 
to the Treasurer and his Government, as 
they stand out in very bold relief against 
the appalling facts which arc revealed in 
the Statement. 

First and foremost, I think the Treasurer 
is entitled to congratulations in connection 
with tho succesoful flotation of the loan. 
It i, not everyone who is manly enough 
to make amends .tnd undo a difficulty which 
has been created. This is where I differ 
from the hon. membf'r for \Varrego. I 
think the Treasurer did magnificent service 
to the country. Ho showed wonderful 
diplomacy, and the success, at any rate, of 
having received applications for £73,000,000 
as against some £12,000,000 of loan money 
required really speaks for it,elf, and indicates 
intelligent diplomacy, the merits of which 
cannot well be over-stated. That senice 
was note"·orthy, because all Queensland-and 
further tha.n that, all Australia-was directly 
interested in such a successful achievement. 
I think the " Trustees' Quarterly Review " 
expressed what the true attitude of Queens
land should be regarding this matter. It 
states-

" ·whatever may be said by extremists 
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on either side. we think it will be 
admitted by all fair-minded and unpre
judiced persons that whilst the principle 
of the sanctity of contracts has been 
amply vindicated in the arrangement 
come to, Queensland has not been unduly 
humiliated or penalised by the terms 
which J\fr. Theodore has accepted. The 
Government of this State has agreed 
to take such executive and administra
tive action as 1nay bo necessary to give 
effect to the arrangement that where 
rents of pastoral leases have been re
assessed under the Act of 1920. though 
appearing in the second schedule as 
entitled to limitation of increases of 
rent, the maximum rents payable in 
rasped of the unexpired term of such 
leases shall be the rents in force on 13th 
May, 1924." 

That has been quoted from the " London 
Times"-

" In a letter from the two British
Australian societies chiefly affected, it is 
stated, in announcing to JHr. Theodore 
the acceptance of these terms, ' as a full 
and final settlement of the controversy 
and a demonstration of goodwill ' that 
' you make this offer. having regard 
to the view strongly held here that the 
Act did alter the existing contracts, 
and you recognise that the English com
panies affected by thu Act of 1920 are 
convinced that the5: have legitimate 
gricvanc cs ·which you \vish to remove 
and desire to satidv investors tha.t 
Queensland is as faithful to contmctual 
obligations as any other portion of the 
Empire.' 

" A notworthv feature of the same 
letter is the statement that the societies 
W(ere influenced by the considerations 
that the Queensland Government had 
been advised that the 1820 Act did not 
constitute a broach of contract. other
wise it would not have passed the Act. 
Although no mention is made of legisla
tion being required to give effect to 
this arrangement. it is understood hero 
that in view of judgments of our Supreme 
Court, an amendment of the Land Act 
Amendment _\et of 1920 will be necessary, 
and this no doubt will readil:r be passed 
by Parliament at an earl;. p<criod of 
Its next session, a fev' months hence.' " 

take it that that is about the attitude 
in which Queensland viC\Vd the arrangernent 
made bv the Trcamrer. I think further 
that congTatulations are warranted in regard 
to thP fact that the Treasurer shows a credit 
balance for the year, notwithstanding the 
great and alarming expenditure that had to 
be co;·crcd. However much \Ve may squirrn 
over 1t and regret that such an expenditure 
\Vas necF ,,ary, I think there is food for 
thankfulne'··. that Queensland was able to 
stand up t<J the very heavy imposi
tion that has fallen upon us. \Ve have 
been able to stand up against wasteful 
expenditure to an extent that we have never 
known in Queensland heretofore-and I 
doubt if it has ever been known in Australia 
-but we have been equal to the task, and 
the Government have come down with even 
a small credit balance. After all, there 
is room for congratulation. It is true that 
the surplus is the result of unexpected hap
penings, but these arc alwavs coming about. 
These happenings aggregate some £363,939. 

That result i'·· brought about by the foilowing 
inrreases and decreases :-

: lncn•ase. I Dert (•ase. 
--------- ---£--~-----=--

Commonwealth rcc<'ipt!? ' :1,1 OK 
Taxation :!.77.'!.n 1 
Land 
1\iining 
Railways .. 
Other receipts 

5,405 
7 l.OGO 

I :1.347 

The gross increases amount to £453,444. and 
the g1oss decreases to £89,505, or a net 
increaf.e of £363,939. In addition to that. 
1 here is an amount of £180,000 oi accumu· 
lated profits of the Government Savings 
Bank, retained when the bank \Yao trans
ferred to the Common·· nlth Bauk. That. 
£180.000 cmn0 in very irappily, and made it 
pos,_.ibl0 for thf· 'Treasur£>r to show [1 surplus. 

I think the Treasurf'r should receive ,-edit 
for the clear and reasonable way in which 
tho Statement has been presented. \Yhen 
the Statement might have been c"mouflaged 
in :::.omo vnty, and the hon. gPntleman pre
sents it clearly. we should acknowledge his 
presentation of the state of affairs of the 
-country in Ul! appropriate n1anrwr. But. 
ho\i\'8Ycr full our congratulation~, n1ay be. the 
hard bold facts which arc pre,;ented even in 
the Statement itself nnd the figures it con 
tains force us to cxprf'ss the do0pest concern 
at the condition of thinc·c · hich obtains to
day. It is impof1:.ib1c tor the P.t:ttP to go 
on as i-:-; is moYing at pre~···-'nt. For the l:1~t 
nine vcars there has beon an increase in 
expenC1ituro in an unbricUed vvay. ThPrc ha:-. 
been ne check '' tlwrP ,;]wuld LJ.. o been. 
There has bee~ a great incrL tSL in t 1 Xpendi
i:urc gonerall:. and the hPuvy rise ir ta:\.ation 
is heroming, i£ it. haf' not alrf -1d:;~ bccon1e, 
a prcs~ing burclr>n upon the IH:oplc. 

:'vir. COLLIKS: Terrible ' 
:'vir. G. P. BAR:'\ES: I am ,ure rhat no 

truer ''"orcl CTer canll1 from the hDn. n1crn bcr 
for Bov en, hcLJUSO it ha.:.: a terrible influence 
on the life o: !hi,; community. Te-da,- we 
S{'C the result of it in tbc va,;;t . .._ rmv of uncn1-
ployed and di~.-:atisfied citizens V uu C'Y0r;~ 
hand. But th:~ Trf'asurf l'·;o:. Statclnent 111akcs 
no n'al acknowlc'd':':'lllP!lt. of JH' f~tatc':" 
critical financial pos1tion. 1t rncrol_v sn~·s-

" \Yhilst. in the framing of tlw Esti· 
mate~ oi cxpendihn·e for rh~' :V'='ar. the 
rcquir·Cl11f'nts of the State haYe bccE 
kept in mind, the prc,sing need that 
exists for economy in public expenditure 
has not been overlooked." 

And jn referring to the LotH~ Fund he 1nake~ 
this remark--

,, Owing to the financial ~tring<'ney 
which has been bronghc about by tlw 
exchange po:;:.itlon, tho Commonwealth 
and all the States haYe agreed that it 
is ncf'eS~\try to C'Urtai1 loan .expenditure 
until the position adjusts itself. Quocm
land mu~t 1irnit its borrowings ovPrsca·, 
for tho current fin.mcial vcar to 
£3,000,000. and the Commonwea,lth is to 
raise a loan in Australia for the State··-. 
of £10,300,000, of which this State will 
receiYe £1,340,000." 

That giYes the hon. gentlmnan rathPr le~" 
than he anticipated, because he is reportPcl tu 
havo said on hi:;:. arrival in Queensland-

" The, h,;d to set themselves an abso
lute mmnnnm o£ £5,000,000 per year 

Mr. G. P. Barnrs.] 
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progr:tmrne frmn loan mo11c:;.·. If oversea 
markets were clo-ed, could thcv raise that 
£5,000,000 within Queemlancl or Aus
tralia 9 No. They could see from this 
that if the;· did not have acce's to overcca 
loan money the State would be faced 
·,·it':t disa~ter. Queensland carried a small 
population, and inordinately heavy 
burdens and, therefore, it had to draw 
upo!t capital, knov:ing it had the resources 
which would he turned into real assets 
later on, and that the new capital induced 
and expended would be no great burden 
upon fu1ure generations. They either 
had tD go on with that policy of develop
inn· and borro\\·ino- or have stagnation 
anJ an ancted p~licy of development. 
,,-hich no s<ensible public man would 
atlvocate or tolerate." 

Th(• TREASURER: I said that, if we did not 
have access to the overseas 1nurket, it would 
be ornbarrassing. Do not misquote 
,rhat s-aid. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That is as the hon. 
gentl-eman was reported. From that it would 
appear that the only thing that troubles the 
GoYernment to any extent is that they cannot 
~:et n1oney to ~pcnd-a possible failure in 
·!H'W money-and it is noteworthy that. 
althouvh many hon. members on the other 
~idc arc overlaFtingly blaming the C'apitalist, 
here i.- an cxprc~sion of the deepest concern 
that c·c:pital should be introduced into the 
country and the assuranc.e that, when it is 
introduced, it will bP put to the best use. I 
take it that t.hP Government should bo 
gripped with some o1her thought than this. 
I ren1ember that on a previous occasion when 
the outlook wa,, black the present Treasurer 
called a ttcntion to the finances of the country 
and not only spoke to members of his own 
party but also very boldly and wiwly made 
a strong appeal to hon. members on this 
,ide of the House to step in and aid him in 
the task he had ahead. Speaking for hon. 
member,; on this side of the Chamber, I think 
that vr herever economy could ~1a ,,c been 
exercised we have always been de~irous of 
assisting to bring it about. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS : If the 
recommendations of the Opposition on the 
last E·,timates had been carried out, the 
expenditure ·.vould have been incl"eased by 
95 per cent. 

2\Ir. G. P. BARNES: That is alwavs the 
cas<'. Ever? member has at his elbow his 
own local requirements, and it is his duty 
to present to the Government at(\' requests 
that may be made to him from time to time. 
I do not say that I hav-e got all that I 
would like, but it is certainlv due to the 
Treasuter to admit that the Q(;vernment are 
always disposed to listen to the requests that 
are made of one kind or ,another and mak-e 
an effort to meet them. 

[At 12.20 p.m.] 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

}\1r. G. P. BARt\ES: I think it is regret
tnble t.hat there is in the Financial State
ment an absence of any indication that the 
conditions which exist will be remedied. 
'I,hosc conditions are -responsible for cxtrerne 
taxation and the unemployment that is rife 
1 o-da ·,·. There is no indication that the 
excnr ion into mad State enterprises is tD 
end. 1ndeed, t.hc little that is said indi
cah" a degre-e of satisfaction thttt all is 
<;<;oing well with State enterprises; but thr; 
inforn1ation voueh:cafed is so Pxtn.:-~11ely snudl 

I Hr. G. 1'. Barncs. 
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that it ts to be looked unon in the light of 
f-uspicion, and on the r~cords of the pa:-;t 
hon. members can only feel extremely 
;ocf'ptical a3 to whether any good can come 
nLit of State enterprises There is no indica· 
tion, such as we might well have expecte-d. 
that di·rcct taxation will be reduced. and 
tbere is no encouragen1ent to enterprises 
:hich in turn would swallow the uncmplo:vod. 

'I'hcre is no indication that the Government 
ld~opose to chn,ng~_~ their policy vvith a Yiew 
to bringing about a cessation of nnmnploy~ 
ment and creating a high sta.to of prosperity 
i11 DUl' State. There is no indication of 
encoura.gcn1ent iu connection 1vith :;;ettlcrncnt. 
or with an;v 1nig1·ation schornc. There is nof 
a whisper abDut those all-important things. 
::\To thought of the Government availing 
tlwmsclvos of the offer of the British GOI·orn
n>ent of that money that may be forth
ccn1ing! Surely .a statement in t(~gard to 
that might have found a plac0 in the' 
Financial Statement in these davs when 
\YC are hard up and -desirous of Ioatl money ~ 
r:rhere is no expression about the alarm~ 
ing gro1vti1 of the public debt, and v·ery 
Fttle said with regard to tho r;reat ineYcase 
in the interest bill. There is no word about 
c~ur producing interests. or about helping to 
fi11d markl1t~. The Treasurer adrnits that 
there is a lack of mono'· for the dcvelonment 
o~. our industrjes; yet 'the Governn1Pn{ haYc 
Etrangled~ and a.re strangling, many of our 
( nterprises. 

Mr. COLLINS: That is nonscn '"· 

Mr. G. P. BAR:"JF,S: The money that 
s}JQUld haTf' been used in this \vay has beP.n 
appropriated and wasted. 

:VIr. COLLINS: It ha' been di-tributecl 
au1ong~t tla_'- people through incrca.~0d pro
duction. 

:VIr. G. P. BAR.NES: The Goycrnmc>nt 
ha.ve nothing to show for expenditure in 
that regard. 

Mr. COLLI:t-;S: The hon. gentl<'man adopts 
a false idt?<:t of econornics. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The Government 
have been in power for nine years, during 
which timo things have been fairly prosper
ous; and the p'eople. though crash< d to a 
la1·ge extent, have been able to respond in 
the direction of direct taxa<tion and indirect 
1 axation nnd other impo~itions by 1 he Go
vernment. Consequently the Go,-ernment 
haYe sailed along, until to-day the country 
has practically come to a dead-end. 

::\lr. COL!.INS: No. 

Mr. G. l'. BARNES: For the nine vcars 
[,·om 1906 to 1915 the revenue of the State 
"·as £49.869,218, whilst for the nine yea.rs 
vf Labour administration between 1915 and 
1824 the revenue had increased to £96,852.221. 
or, in other words, the present Government 
ha,-e been in receipt of nearly double the 
amount recci,-ed by thei·r prcdec('Ssors. 
Iluring ti,e period mentioned, preYious 
Governments expended from the Loan Fund 
a sum of £17,000,000, whilst the present 
Government have expended in the san1c tirne 
a bout £30.000.000. Altogether, the present 
Um·crnm''ni have handled £126.747.389 as 
'gainst a little under £68,000,000 ha.ndled 
l1y their i>redeccssors. 

::\1r. COLLINS: To be fair, the hon. gentle
man should now quoto the population for 
the respective pc·riods. 

;yir. G. P. BARNES: I am 5oing to quote 
the population directly. 0He aspect that 
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ttlust n1:~ko rnen think i~ tlw unprodurtiyc 
ioan expenditure CnfortunntPly. eyery 
Coycrnn.1ent is responsiblP fo1· a. certain 
<'n1ount of unproductive locLll l'XlH~ltditurc. 
J1'or the J·e>ars 1906 to 1915 pl'CY10ll i (;OYCl'll

ll~Ullt.~ were re3ponsiblc fnr £3.6''CJ.585 in 
rnnnec+ion vvith unproductiYo loau expPndi
iurP, whilst the present Gon~rnmt ~Jt have~ 
t'J their debit in that diroctit)ll a ~Lllll of 
£15,757,335. Surely the fact of that umount 
rc·turning nothing whatever to the State
'\ h1ch :s yet only in its infanc~·---s1tould 
ll1akP n1cn thjnk. 'rhc reYf'"!lUe rcceiYcd Lv 
the Govo- n1ncmt last year wa,s just. abot{t 
{:oublc what they receivw-1 in 1915, when 
t}ley c nno into office. \Vc c·"~pccl natural 
- ~-'o;dh. and we arc only too glad to :-,~u 
La .. turaJ ,f;TO\Yth; but, notwiUtstm:diug lho 
l'xcc~~iYo revenue received during their nine 
y~:ars of (Hi cc, the country find~~ lt~c-l f to-day 
"·ith an accumulated debit of £810.000, and 
" cn·dit pf only £12,000 for !he pa·t :ecu, 
The iutt·rest on the public deut i' £3,761.140 
11e1' nnnurn, ,,-hich is ju:::.t about doliblo what 
1 t wa~ in 1914. The interest has incrca;wd 
!~ccan~e uf the increase of the puL 1 jC debt. 
Thai clcb~, which otood at £56,801l000 in 
1915. has noy,- reachl'd the ellO!'ll10U Jif,;Ul'e 
ot £91.200,000. One would not mi••d if 
"!hPn' \V·<IS an.vthing to show f(ll' it; lJut I 
defy anyone to place hi~ fing!_l' upoP whnt 
Ju1s be('H produced by that lJLtgc: lllll of 
11l.OllC'=.-· I said a 1non1ent ago :hat there was 
the sum of £15.575,835 E'Xpcnd0d in unpro
-ductiYo work, vvhic~ is not a very satisfactory 
fact to know. \Ye 11nd that unt of the groat 
incrca,.o in the public debt, only half •Jt tho 
incrf'aSP in borrowed rnoney is earning all,Y
tLiug- in the country, and bccau::;c of that 
he peuplP are being burden0d in 0ther dirce-
iolb. In 1914-16 the revenue per hectd of 

the popuhtion was £10 12s. lOd., wh<Tcas 
tc.-day it is £16 lls. 1d. The expenditure 
per hcar1 for 1914-15 wa'• £10 12 . 9d., "lH•rcas 
to-day it i5 £16 10s. 1d. 

YV-· arc a.dvis·cd that thf're \vill bf• a degree 
of it;crcasc-,l taxation through additional 
,tamp duty, which is ei'timat<•d to bring in 
,J.:25,0~G. \Ye also haYc the fact that therP 
!'· tf' b:J an increase in indirect t<txation of 
_tnG,O'JO or £370,0C0 through the llailway 
l>r'l><~rtrnent. Taxation is still going on, but 
in thi:.; i11stanc• it is being spread about. and 
unfortunately the greatest sufferer in comwc
tion with this increased taxation wiil be the 
luan on the land. I raise n1;; olJjection to 
that In conn\-:-ction with iHcreaPed taxatior1 
;..on1ctLi11g ·rlsc is being done in prefer0nce 
t c; putting it directly on the goods required 
h· tho,,• doing the dcn>lopnwntal work of 
th 0 country. Direct tctxation in 1915 vieldeLl 
.f2954,000. H now yields £3,617.201. 'It has 
r;s 'fl from £1 Ss, 2d. per C"ipita in 1915 ';,) 
£4 9,, 2d. in 1923-1924. 

:\,; matter how we regard the ),dminis· 
trati;m, the records of the Gon•nmwnt ar' 
di::;a;;;trons. Hon. members cannot get awa:, 
from that fact. :"Jo thoughtful man can 
I"' satisfied with the pre,entation of the 

Statement that has been placed 
112.30 p.m.] beforc us, Notwithstanding that 

the revenue ha" been douMPcl. there 
is au acuunulated loss of £810,000, \Ye arc 
f<:cf'd "ith the lamentable truth to-dav that 
1hc e: '-'h balances and trust funds b_' twef.~n 
thelll arc practically in debit, and Qut>cnsland 
i::; running on a local overdraft to tht~ tuno 
of J01,700,000, Evcr:y source of rcvcnun has 
bf'Pil exhaust d. and we arf' sln1pl~- falling· 
hock nn an overdraft. Is that a record to be 
proud nf? The national debt has been 

increased to over £90,000,000. The railways
which 1,: er0 a fine profitablP concenY \V'hL~a 
this GoYernment can10 into ofii-c'~--nov.~ sho\\' 
an accumulated loss of £11,483,000. Then• 
ha._; been no atternpt to explain that, an-d no 
,, J] attempt made to remedy iL \Yhat posi
i ion ca.n be lllOrt~ e.'rious than tl1a~? Land 
s~~tllcrnent is <.lt ::1 v-ery lo\\-' ('bb. Taxation 
has bcofm increased, and the amount levied 
in t:lx<.:tioll i11 nir:0 vcar~ bY the Govcrnm<·nt 
totals .c£24,927,674, a~· against £6,290)74 levied 
l '.Y their predecessors in the prPvious ninP 
Yl'ars The atnount of taxation levied i11 
f XL',''' of the amount levied under the prL'
v-ious Adrninistration in a sin1ilar period if' 
J:l8,637,500. That is the amount that the 
Government ha,·e frlched out of the pockf't' 
of the taxpayers and the people on the lund 
over and above thPir prcJec:··'30J'S OV('r ,1 
p('riod of nine yc'ai·::; ~ Surcl,y no fact ('Ould be 
rnorc serious than that ! Tho increase 
amounts to 216 ]JOr cenL l\,Iy contfmtion is 
that if that capital had romai1wd in the 
hands of th peopie, it ;yfmld bar' been 
C'XiH-'ndt~d in priYate cnt(~rpriso to a"sist .in 
developing the country, and thus WOLlld have 
provided more ernploymenL H £17,000,000 
arc taken out of crdinarv channeL of busi
LC'S~". sorrw real check n1~1st he 0xpccbJd in 
eo11scqucncc, as that rnoney would ha vc been 
largf'ly invc;tod in enterprises. 

Then' has been a loss on Sb t enterprises 
of £626,'143. There is also the lo~s of om' 
SaYing-s Rank. which in th(' past we con
.,;ldPl'Cd was sonwthing io gl-ory in. Tht~ State 
formerh rnack cxeell ·nt use of the bank in 
li'Hny \\~ays. \V c ha Ye to-day a. public service 
which is distiuctl:v unsdtled. with the public 
,,pryards frmn one end of the State to the 
other di>·satisfkd. Although tlw credit of 
tloc State has been restored ,,s a result of 
wise diplon1acy. we neyu·the]ess suffered 
before its rc->storntion. Then we have lHlC'l11-

ployment rife. To remedy all these mattt'rs 
we shall hav0 to t.urn our att.r~ntion t.o doing 
things in a very different way from the way 
we have b0 ·n doing them. The burden of 
taxation should in some way be lifted. 

:\Ir. COLLixS: That is quite true, but you 
cannot get a\vay fr-on1 thf~ idea of low· \Yages. 

Mr, CORSER: You tackle your own Govern· 
ni\_ nt on that question. 

Mr. G. P. BAR::\ES: A mistake has been 
nwdc in the pa"t in taxing the wrong people 
A hL!ge blunder has been cornmitkd in the 
lssue of GdYerrnnE,nt bonds free of taxation. 
I do not say that this State is 1110ro respon
sible than an:v other State in raising loa1: 
monev bv that means, The direct result iB 
that the· man Yvho puts his mone:v into pri· 
vatl' enterprise is taxe-d, and half the business 
people of the land would be very much better 
off if their 111onev \Vas inves-ted in Govern
ment bonds fn \) ~f taxation than in private 
enterprise. TheY would then be free from 
the \vorry of business. The same thing 
i·" happening in America. and sirnilar com
plaints to that which I have been making 
arc being rnado there on this very que-stion. 
The " Dry Goods Econon1i~t," of N O\V Y ark. 
on thi~ qneMion states-

" As has alreadY boeu pointed out in 
thc·e eolumus, the effect of the high 
surtaxes amounts to a practical nullifica
tion of the income tax law, for the simple 
::_'ea son that the excessive surtDx -'~ aro not 
paid. In other words, through the high 
in-com{' taxation imposed on them, men 
of swollen fortunes have been led to avoid 
the payrncnt of iucomc taxes as far as 
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lirs in their power. And their power 
to avoid payn1cnt is very great, thanks 
to the constantly increasing opportunitiP; 
for investment in tax-exernpt ~ecurit.ies. 

" 'l,his is, indc·?d, a case \\·here one 
CYil quickly brought another in its train. 
The opportunity offered to states. coun· 
tics, townships, and municipaliti<es to 
borrow mon0~v, in proportions undrean1ed 
of prior to the creation of the demand 
for tax-·rxempt securities. has been 
availod of until almost unknown is the 
community that has not a gTeater Ol' 
less amount of floating indebtedness. 

" Tho degree in which the pa;anent of 
Federal inc:ome taxes bv nx·n of swollPn 
fortnnes has shrunk, as a result of the 
opportunities for tax-exe1npt. inve~tn1cnts 
and of the urge to aYoid the t·ax when 
exccssiV'l'' rates are imposed Ly la,,·, is 
unmistakeably indicated by tlw tax 
rot~_lrns. 

"In 1916 there wore 206 r~ersons in the 
United States who paid mconw taxes 
on incomes of 1,000,000 dollars or more. 
In 1921 this numb.r had ~hrunk to hwnt 
ono. These figures need no con1n1cnt. 
':rhcy speak 'vith the ntrnost Ploqn('11CC'. 

" Such tax: dodging canuot go on with
out an unwarrantPd tax burden being 
laid on othel' shoulders. T1w tax returns 
fi[(ures show that in 1921 the total ammmt 
of taxe;, paid on income~ of 1,000,000 
dollars apd over totalled only .+9.411,329 
dollars-Just ono-fourth of 1 per cent. of 
1 he total amount of ] ncorrw ta Xf'S pa 1 cl 
in the United States in that vun. 

That is just wha1 I am urging-th~t the per
sons who should pay tax as a re<·.ult of these 
tax-free bonds that haYe been issued, not 
onl• bv tlois Go.-crnment, but bv the r'ommon-
\\'ealth and otlwr Government:, taxa· 
tion, and this is having a Y~T~ effect 
Oil OUr fintUlC0S. rrho man \Ybo l11'0fcrs 1:0 sit 
do" n and do nothing towards hdping his 
country to progress is escaping taxation, 
1·hilst 1he man who does his lPvel best b·; 

his brajns to n1ako it prosperous b:v taking 
upon hrmself the bur-dons of ordinarv cnt r· 
prise is thP man \';ho pay t·he tax' in tho 
cmmh·~,. Th1s paper goes on to ~ay-

" There is another po1vcrful r0asou -..vhv 
the indurem(2)nts to tax ·rva~ion bv th'c 
o1vncrs of ('XCPssivo incomes \\'OJ'ks ·han11 
to our citizens in gcnero.L This is-the 
diversion of funds frorn Cl'0atiYc- channel-> 
into Ya.rious forms of public outlavs non
proJuctivc of new nationctl \\ aith." 

I am sure that quotation is worth noting 
because the influences that are referred t~ 
there arc identical with the influences that 
are abroad in Queensland in matters of 
that kind, 

I made the remark just now that taxation 
!s interfering with our development. There 
1s proof on eYery hand that such is the 
case, a." will be shown by the following 
companson :-

FACTORY WORKERS PER 10,000 }[EAN POPCLATION. 

1014. 

Victoria 832 940 108 
New South \vales:: 626 6!l5 00 
South Australia 611 670 50 
Tasmania 450 470 20 
Western Au;tralia'. ·. 545 5±~ :l 

Queensland 641 5±1 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

In Queensland we haYe a decrease of 10u. 
There is a concrete fact indicating that 
something has influenced to , .r fearful dis
advant.lge the employment of labour. 
Instead of increasing pro rata with the other 
Statc:s we have gone down 100. 

\Vo are told very frequently in this llouS<' 
that the doing away of the middleman will 
\Vork .a wonderful advantage. I ha'.· been 
totalling up the cost to tile commuuitc of 
some of our State enterprises. Many people 
in the country seem to have the icl0a that 
if ~ State runs an enterpri"e it i. done 
"'free. gratis, for nothing" a.--. it is put 
~omctime"'. The expenses are ~·, huge thtd; 
they arc "orth noting hcrc. Th:~, to tu! 
exp,.nditure incurred in son1e of our Statn 
f'ntcrpris~, .. , cornprising State station~, 
butcher shops, cannery, hotel, rcfrr·hnwnt
rooms. fisht~ry, and produce n ,-:::enLy. \Yas 
£521,Cn6 for twelve months. Things arc no1; 
done for nothing. Sometimes we hear of the 
Wheat Board doing wonderful things, but 
the expenditure is high; they hnv-e \Yages 
to pa::, also shipping clues, etc., as has the 
middlmnan and the manufacturer. The 
exprmcliturc of the 'Wheat Board for the years 
1920-21, 1921-22, and 1923-24, totalled no less 
a sum that £372,442, so that the proclncer· 
\Yho imagines that things aro being clone 
for nothing is sadly mistaken. Indee~. 
after all that expenditure the State still 
had to come forward and make its contribu
tion of some £20,000 in order to balance 
the account. 

I think the time has come when there 
should be an imistence upon tho Govern· 
rnent doing something in the matter of State 
('ntcrprisos-. \Ve ha\ t~ son1ething- likr:: 
£3.500,000 mnk in those enterprises anrl the 
losses incurred are £626,000. wdl as 
other los-,P.s in connc\:::tion with tnt \V le}~ 
and other things, which makes a total of 
eomothin!Y OYer £1,000,000. The Govern· 
ment ha\ c courage, and it is time that thc'y 
''hould hf1Ye the courage to ::ay that thic 
thing muc·t 0nd. Is it to go on for eYer? 
The onlv indication in the Financial Stai c· 
lt!Gnt rcgm·cling State enterprises is that 
thcr are somewhat satisfactory. \V0 havo 
to wait nntil son1othing 111ore satisfnct<Jry i~ 
pl'Ocluccd. The records of the past in regard 
t-o State enterprises arc so unsatisfactory 
that any GoYernnlC'nt of courage should 
irnmecliatclv come to the c•mclusion that 
expcndi1nrC on those enterpri~es should C'ease. 
Onr' looks forw:trd to an exercise of the 
courage ''hi eh has been shotvn in other 
directions bv the Gov-ernment. The'. should 
wipe out these things which interfere with 
our grmYth and prosperity, which are a 
menace iD us. and which are strangling our 
operations. If the Government had the 
courago to do that. they would C('rtainl;; wi_n 
the high approvrtl of the general public 
of Queensland. 

l\lr. CORSER (Burnrtt): On the hst occa
... ion when the Treasurer delivered his 
Financial Statement he indicated that con· 
trol of finance had been oxercis0cl in all 
departments and the Government had been 
placed under the necessitv of exercising 
economy During the last financial year quite 
a number of necessities in the· de .'elopment 
of our industries have suffered on that score. 
Yet we find that the Government ha\'o 
handled no less than £363,939 in excess of 
the Treasury estimate, and have spent 
£358,269 ovpr and above the estimate when 
the Treasurer last spoke on the question_ 
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\Ye arc vlcased to find that a surplus of 
£12.707 was realised. 

It might be well for me first to deal with 
tlw eta-tempnts of the hon. member for 
\Yarrr'e:o. Ill' 'ftid that there was a bad 
old legacy handed to the GoYernment by 
th<'ir prcclec-··ssors in tho shape of railway 
construction--that it had brought about much 
lo··· of exvenditure in the, past. 

I •hall first refer to the impression that 
one getJ in li:-tening to the Financial Stato
rnents as delivered bv the Treasurer from 
year to year. It i,; that Queensland in the 
hands of Labour may be depicted as a 
strangled b(;ast--

GO\'Lll~DTEX'f :vlE;IIBEHS: Hl•ar. hear! and 
laughter. 

Mr. CORSER: Aml the ~.\dministration 
c. ·• Bolsheviks \Yhich have picked the eyes 
anJ C'YCI'Y available part frorn it in the 
hopt' of continuing their existence. From 
the last Statement and the present one, we 
find that WC' are a ra tioncd State. The 
Gm·ernment have brought us to the position 
that they are rationed in their loan supplies. 
rrhey have gone to their lirnit on the money 
Jnarket and now have to ration all n1onev 
avnilablc'. The position in Queensland has 
occasioned sornc action bv the Con1monwealth 
Government. and an offer was made by that 
Gm·ernment. which the Acting Treasurer, 
on behalf of this Gove1·nment, has been 
plc ased to accept. 

A ratioued Uovt't'llf11Cll1 1 ~.\ Uuvcrnrnent 
v1:ho have .increased thc•ir expenditnr0 year 
a{tpr year, and increa:~{~d the ]lUbliC' debt to 
such a h'('JlH:~Edous dc~~TPt', 'lvith inl'rnascrl 
intcrc't: \Ye know that the polic:· laid down 
by Labour before it got into power \VU-'! that 
it did not want to borrow monr·· .. and that 
loan rrwnPv should be n•dprrncd b~v r~~vC'nnc. 
Thf'y did· not believe in a dcYcdopmental 
policy. \vh·ich gave to ont:;:.idc·r~' the mnnPy 
I'Cccived. Yl~t WP find tht'V ha\P c•st·~blishPd 
a r('C'ord in that direction. ·The hon. JTIC'Inbct 

for \Yanego said that the public del;t which 
·was due bv this State -.,.~h<'n Lah:mr took ov(·r 
office was· a hac] old legac~·. This " bad old 
lt'gacy." 8"> it has bLen tcrn1cd, bnilt the 
lireat 1\'Ps!ern Railwa:v. and developed the 
soulhcm portion of Qlll'<'nsland and the 
\Yar1·c·~~·o elcctornJf'. Xot tlw CX}Wnditure of 
this Government. but the expend it nrc of pttst 
Governments developed in that huge territory 
the great \Yool inc!nstrv of to-dav. This" bad 
ol·r1 lr·gacv. '' a it ,v;s tcnned lL an hon 
rnembCr ~vho \\as not in (~Jueens(and \Yhe~ 
thl'Sl ll1011C.\S \\C'rC SIWllt, built the railway 
Donncction to Rockhamv!·on. the Grr•at Cen
tra] \VC'~tcrn llaib\'UY extension, anti tho 
cxtC>nsion Irorn 1~o\vn.:::vilh• io Cloucnrrv. 
Whilst 1 -cannot claim. nor eau anv memb~r 
of this House claim. that he is r'esponsiblo 
for the spending of these mmwvs. not one 
oi: us Lut would be pleased to th~nk tha~ he
was asflociatcd ·with the GoYcrnmcnt that 
had the foresight to build thc,sc railway3 
under a hig developmental policy as against 
manv of the railwavs con,tructed b, the 
present .Administration, which. as well ~s the 
expenditure on many of the pnblic \York~, 
i,, a shocking example of the maladministra.· 
lion of Labour in Quec·nsland. From a table 
which has been compiled I find that practicallv 
the wholl' of thl' loan monpy cxnended b:;. 
previous Governrncnts \Yas PX[H:~ndcd on r~
productive work. Iu 1914-15. of the total 
arnount of loan n1oncy expended only 
£267,000 failed to be reproductive. 

:\Ir. HARTLEY: That is !he first half year 
we \Vere in office. 

l\lr. CORSER: .:-.low we shall "'C ,,hat is 
the position aftcr the Labour Government 
ha vc· been in office for ·"'Pvcral vc:1r::<. In 
1923-24 the unrcproductive loan expenditure 
amounted not to £267,000 but to £2.213,000 
for one yPar. \Vherc is the truth in this cry 
about wild-cat railwa\o' \Yhere is the 
truth in the argument, about political rai]. 
vvavs and "bad old legacies,:. ·,"·hen we find 
sud1 a large expenditure of loan money 
under the present GovcrurrF'lJt is unrcpro
ductivc as against the expenditure b.7 pre
vious Governments? This Cl'l,. a-bout a " bad 
old ]pgacy" wonld give ncople out,ide an 
idea that thP present GovernmPnt \verc not 
responsible for increasing tlw pnlJlic debt; 
that the public debt was something that sorno 
old Tor,· conservatives rr1ay have been re
sponeibl~ for in the past. ·and ,,-hich the': 
were going to mend. \Ve knm,· that bcfom 
they came into office they told the people 
ove1· and over again that they WE're against 
public borrowing vVhat happened" Thi,. 
"bad old legacy." as it is termed. in 1915 
had reached £56,000,000. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: After ixty :cca1·s. 

l\lr. CORSER: After Jift.,. or eixtv years 
of responsible goyernmont the national debt 
in Qtwonsland amounted to J;;56,000.000, the 
greater part of which was paying inten~st. 
rrhe prr-s('nt Government have b0, n in povver 
for about nine :vears, and \VC find they haYo 
increased the public dc•bt trJ approxirnntcly 
£91,000,000. 

Hon .. J. G. APPEL It i.s a trag-edy. 

Mr. lXJLU:iER: Thev show an increase in 
the loan inclcbtcdness o'f practically £ ;. 0 00.000 
a year. l:nrler the last Administration there 
vva:;; soma sort of n1a.nagenu~nt 111 eonn'-·C'tion 
with the expenditure, of loan money. Past 
Ci-ovcrnm('nts clai1n that an cxpcndjtnro of 
£3,000,000 vear of lc~n money was suf
HciC'nt, and that £2,000.000 on railways was 
CllOUgh. rrhat expenditure ~-~('l1CI'ally Wu"

CO!lsidered to be a. sufficient t:,x on the State 
and <mfficient to absorb the unemployPd. Last 
vear the Labour Government set out to 
spend £5,000,000 of loan money. The:: did 
not spend all that amonnt. but they dtd 
spend £4,600,000, and, in spite of thllt huge 
expenditure, unemployment this year is rife. 
That hugo amount vvas expended because 
there was an election on at the time. This 
~-ear the Government do not propose to 
expend more than £3,000,000. 'l'hcy ha Ye 
spent a largo arrwunt of n1on{'y in tJtarting 
quite a number of public works. and many 
of them are not being contimwd. I have seen 
30 miles of earthwork;; and bridge work done 
for a railwav, but no rails have been laid. 
Those earth1vorks have been complct<:;d for 
the last five or six years, t..nd rwthing has 
been done, C'xcept by nature. which has 
washed the embankments "'"ay. The Go
Yernment have done nothing to savP from {iro 
the bridge that has been constructed. The Go
Yernment have boa.,ted a vreat deal about 
what they have done. 'I'hey have only 
started huge works hero and there at elec
tion time and have ceased operations when 
the elections were over. T.hev started irri
gation works at Natha.n's Gorge and have 
spent a large amount on the Dawwn Valley 
Irrigation Scheme. and nm' it is proposed 
to doSB down on that scheme because of the 
want of money. I would like to contrast 
tho actions of the Government on these 
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rnattcrs 1vith the actions of pnst Acltnin
i~trations which were criti{'isrJ h,- the 
hon. nu~ m ber for \Varrego. Cl) til! 
1915. 1,700 miles of railwav h:td beeu 
construetc•d by past Adminisiration and, 
although a greater mnount of rnonc~· ha" 
been sp< nt by thi;; Administration, onlc~ 1,067 
n1iles of rn i hva-, hnsc he on const rnctcd :: ince 
Labour took office in 1915. 

:VIr. y,·,:rGHT: Your Governnwnt paid the 
men Ss. a dr.y 

:vir. CORSER: The "age lJrrid at that 
tln1o 1.:ras of n1ore Yalue than th-f' 1vagt> paid 
at: the prco:ent da~r. To-day the Go\'Prn
lnont are paying hu8'C wage to :-:.pecinl1:;;.t;:; 
in some industric-;:;, Lut there is a lrtrgf' r- unl
bPr of n10n \vithout work at all. It is a 
Goycr:.1men! 1vhich is run in th2 inir re .,ts 
oi a fc~L and is not a demorratil Go\Tf'rll
ment. The Government should work for tlw 
benefit of the wboh' of the people of the 

Sta,to. r_rhc hon. rneinhcr fc·r 
r2 p.m.] \Y urrcgo claimed that the Ru~oian 

Communists had appealed io the 
trade nnio11s of Australia for a loan of 
£200,000. Just imagine tbe Communists on 
nne side of the c:uth thinking that tlw 
S0cialisb on the other side \\'Pre goiug to 
<'t·ch·ancr: thf'nl a !oan-und t.heir O\· n nHH1CV: 

l1 would be a !I right if thcv \:en• l<>ndi;~~
t~wnl otb,~r people'::; n1oncy. ~ '\Ye hea:· tlw 
rernark rrt:1do thHt Great Britain should find 
for Russia the amount of n1o.ncv ·whiC'h i:
cs>:.cntial foe that country, but irn~1ginc• thcrn 
t;dking of asking the tradL' nnioJJs of ~\u~
tndia. to adnwcc them £200.000 ~ 

\Ye fincl that the rcsponsibilitt<'· of offi,.., 
nre to ~ome extcr1t contradicting th(' nreach
illg· of the Adn1ini5tration. The Tr2asurer 
~tatct::i that he lw~ n1adc• a ::-uflic1cut , '"'ttle
r:lent fol' our C"red·it in Great Britain. He 
has found that the statement' of ti>c> ()ppo
·_ition that the stJ~ict fulfilm0nt uf contl'act 
j, the fonndation of credit i;•, afi<'r all, tlw 
ng·ht policy to adopt. \'Vc know that Gon•J'll
u:cnt l1lCJnbers :n·c agn.inst anything in th<' 
natnro of oecret diplomacy, but we find that 
{J!l this oec:sion, in order to sc•enl't' a cn~d-;! 
i1: this Shte. they haye had to ad.Jpt 
c!iplor11acy. and secret arrangc-1ncnH 
bLcn made of \Yhic:h Quccn;;la::d 1cnmv' 
I~othing-of whiC'h th0 Labou~· IrlOYeJncn! 
l.:now~" nothing-oxcclJ1· that Jt i~ ju~t a 
:-:c·crct arrange1ncnt, as against an nrntllf{C
r,:cnt that the people outside stand up tor 
through tbeir ('leetcd reprefif:'ntatiYes in 
Parliament. \\'e know that th0 rospomibilih· 
fer a Sf~ttlen1ent la~· \Vith the r_rl'Ca~\ll'£'1", lnit 
the responsibility for the trou bit, alc.o lay 
\vith him, Whilc,t I am not going to make 
hnn respo11~ible for all the oxtrQm(· dPf'iJ'P~ 
{•f hi, party. he must stand up to the criticism 
uf actions ..-·;hich a.ro only cnterf..'cl upon when 
he is a con~enting party. 

Since the Labour Governn1ent took nHicc 
we ha YG had an orgJ- of expc·nditure. ThP 
total expenditure from reyennc fro'Yl 1906 
to 1915 as £67,000,000. In the following 
nine yr~trs of Labour it has been-not 
£67,000,000, but £126,700,000. Yet wo haw 
unPrnplo:nnent, and we want larger amounts 
<,f loan rnoney to carry on with. \Ye haYe 
cotne to a state of affairs in wl.lich \VC l:aYt' 
had to pour oil on the troubled watero at 
JwnH\ and have to depend on rai::;ing loan 
funds in Australia. 'The expenditure per 
l1ead of population was £10 12··. 9d. in 1914-
15. while it was £16 10s. 9d. in 1923-24. In 
1914-15 the sum of £7,200,000 was »nfticicnt 
rl::-Yenuc to carry on vyith, but we antif'ipute 
fJ'om the Treasurer's Statemt .:tt to-day a!l 
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Pxpenditurc of £14.137,150 for 1924-2E. (lu 
>cvcnue has incrca';r'd bv £6,944,00r, O!' 

p1·actically £7,000.000, in the period of nine 
y: ar~ under reyicw and our FXi)('nditurp by 
p~·actically the :::,arnc arnourn. 

If f1nance is the sc:cret of good governn1ent. 
it must be admitted th,ct we have Ct rt<tinlv 
had vcrv bad govern1nent inco Labou"T 
camp into po"·er, ·judging by the facte which 
are revealed bv the Financial Statement. 
The record of t:';xation sine.c 1914 shows that~ 
in the financial year 1914-15 ·a sum of 
£954,000 was collected, wher, as last year 
£3,6l0,000 wa '· not enough, and dnring the 
cur1.c·nt flnnncial vear it 1.s c·)timated that 
£3,769,000 will be· obtained. 

;\fr. CoLLD:s; Hear, hear! 

}h. COHSER: On the last occasion when 
the rrrc>nsurer mu de his Financial Statenwnt 
lw prcdic·tod that there woclld be no increase 
in taxation, )Tct this yoar, although \VO have 
collected £1.J0,000 more than it was esti
mated we would receive, the hon. gentleman 
predicts a further increase in taxation, and 
thn hon. Ine1nbcr for B{)\\'Cn says, " licar, 
hQar !" If \YC \vant a picture of a success
ful country where employment is plentiful, 
\\"C rnust go to a cou11tr_y \Yhcre the taxa
tion i~ lo\V. Tho Con1mon\vcalth Govf'rnnlcnt 
are able considerably to reduce their taxa~ 
tion. 

}Jr. Conns: By increasing the Customs 
l'OYCillH'. 

:\Jr. CORSER: On the other hand, 
although the Treasurer and the Government 
of this State-for which the hon. member 
for BmHn must take his share of responsi
bilit.v-anticjpatcd no increase in taxation, 
they have secured £360,000 more than they 
oxpccted. N evortheless this year they bring 
in two increases in taxation-an increase in 
cotamp duty on bills of exchange and a rise 
in railwa~· fares and freights. The hon. 
member for vVarrego said a little while 
ago, "Look .at the public debt of Australia! 
SoP what a debt the Commonwealth has! 
Queensland is not the only Government 
rc,pon,ible for a huge public debt." Does 
the hon. member not realise-or will he not 
realise-that the Commonwe11lth Govern· 
mont's huge public debt was incurred as a 
roSLllt of war, and that the Queensland Go· 
vernment were not saddled with one penny 
of war taxation? Yet the Commonwealth 
Government arc able to reduce their taxation, 
whereas \Ye have to increase ours. As a 
matter of fact, this Government received 
some advantages financially from the war, 
v0t th0v arP forced to increase their revenue 
tremendously, exploit every avenue of taxa· 
tion, pick the eyes out of everything, and 
wherever possible defray public expenditure 
out of loan funds. Since 1914-15 our taxa
tion has risen from £1 18s. 2d. a head to 
£4 9s. 2d.-an increase of 216 per cent. 
And this from the Government who were 
not out for undue taxation, who wore going 
to carry on by produ~tive works, and who 
were going to pay the1r way ! 

This innease in ta'fation is duo to malad
'Illlllstration in financial matters. For 
instance, the Government .are reducing the 
expenditure on the Department of Agricul
ture from £195,000 to £155,000. In other 
words, they are killing the hen that lays 
the golden egg-they are reducjng expendi
ture on essentials and increasing it in other 
directions, pa.rticularly on the ever-increasing 
reliC'£ of unemployment. 
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),Ir. CoLLINS: Your party went out with 
thirtv-foue members and came back with 
t\vonty-nino. 

:VIr. CORSER: Because of tlw wav the 
[~ovcrnmont were able to shufHc· ancl jug·glc 
! he caeds. it is a wonder that YYC have anv 
rcpr •scntatives here at alL Thov haYo the 
power, and they can adjnst th{' s't'atB in the' 
n·a.v that any In an \\ ho is unfair can nJ.ju"'t 
" pack of cuds before handing them out. 
The Govcrnrnf'nt wiped out three fl'Pt'(~s:~)nta
rin's fron1 th] .. side before we vveut to the 
elf'ctionR. and novv the- hon. mcnJber for 
Bowon has th£' audacity to boast that. they 
cnme back Yvith a majority in this Honse 
notwithstanding the fad that they eecein•d 
13.000 votes less than the Opposition. That 
11·as all urought about throug·h tlw tadics of 
the GoYcrnmcnt, occasioned b_y tlw cxpendi
rurc of public 1noncy. 

}Ir. COLLINS: A considerable amount of 
money has been spent in thf' hou. genth_•rnan'B 
dodo rate. 

i\lr. COR'lER: And, despite that feet. 1 
am still horc. It goes to show that thf' elec
torate hns been very well represented by me 
when more than half of the total. railwa 
'XJwnditure in Southern Que •nsland for last 
year occurred in the electorate rhat I repre
,;.:.cnt. 

:VIr. 'i\.ruoHT: The hon. gentleman is a 
hrcky n1an. 

:VIr. CORSER: Hon. membcT.s opposite 
eou ld not do any better even if the·. had 
n~·o. Ol' three, or. even six T ,::1 hour rrH:mbers 
rPprcscnting that area. All those circum
stanc•es go to show that I was able to secure 
1ll thc essential expenditure in eounection 
\rith railwa:v construction in that an::a. 

But what I am concerned about is the wav 
in which the Go.-ernmcnt arc stwnding that 
money. \Vhy -do th?y 1 <Jt go on with railwayc, 
in a bu:;ine.c.::s-1ike \va~· ,'~nd bring the \York 
to a conclusion? \Vhy not sho·w :;;mnP lnu;;.inr_,s 
abilitv in the way o(dewlopiug and opening 
that laud by the construction of those rail
ways, instead of fiddling about from month 
I'O month until the settlerc, do not know 
-whrther the railwa:v is g-oing on or whether 
it has Etopped? That is an nnsa tisfactorv 
position for the men, and they ha.-c founrl 
ir neccs~ary to protPst again~t the rlosing 
down of work in certain distri<:tR. 

Tlw Treasurer has claimed quite a lot of 
credit for his ~ndea.-ours 011 the other side 
of the world. He tells us that 110 less a sum 
than .£66.000,000-or a total of .£73,000.000 
connting the previous subscrilwr2-was applied 
for by pcrs·ons. looking for financial accom
nJodatiorl. 

The TREASURER: I\ot £73,000,000 from per
'OrlS looking for accommodation. 

:VIr. CORSER: It includes £7,000.000 from 
·the present holders. · 

The TREASURER: Yes-that is the most 
significant part of it. 

:Yh. CORSER: What the old Tory Go\'(•rn
ment h>td borrowed by paying 3~ per cent. 
for the Treasurer had to offer 5~ per cont. 
at .£99 10s. Under the circumstances it is 
only natural that the present holders should 
a I low their bon~]s to. be con.-ertPd. Thf' 
point is that it was claimed that there y, as 
no money in Great Britain for Queensland. 
hat as soon as the Treasurer rnade pro1nises 
to certain interests, he receiYL•d his offer of 
c·~'3. ooo, ooo. 

lion: ,J. G. APPEL: IIe did the right thing. 

I\lr. CORSER: Of coLHO>' lw did. but hon. 
g-cntJen1en on the othPr ~ide du eot agree 
with us in that. nor do ~omc of i.hPnl a~·rce 
with the Treasurer. In this case secret diplo 
1nacv has wo11 out, and hon. gentlcmeu 
opposite ha Ye got t.o submit to it. ·The la't 
cnnvcrsion loan is to be redeemed in 1929, 
or the redemption is optional in 1926. How 
nre we o;oing to redeem the loan iu 1926 or 
1929? The interest bill wi 11 be incrcn,ed by 
c£295,000. 

We have £12.000,000 of loan money at 
4~ pet c~nt. falling due in 1925. W o 'hall 
probably ha Ye to pay 5~ per cent or 6 per 
Cf'nt. for th·e conver'sion of that loan. The 
Government ha,-o not attempted to make 
any rd~rangcnlent to prov,ont such a largo 
snm of loan money falling due at one period. 
They arc continuing to do the .-cry thing 
for which they bhmed preYious Govcrnmrmts. 
'l'hcre is still a ehance of this £25.000,000 of 
loan money being required again in a year 
or two, as as the case in the past. :iVIore 
and rnore lllOlloy· is '' anted, and more and 
more n1aladlr1ini~tration is taking place on 
the works whrre this 1noney is being 
cxpendcd. IV e know that iu the past the 
Government ha.-o boon accommodated locally 
Y.ith r<,.;pect to loan money, ancl one hon. 
m em be!' clainwd that was a proof of the 
< onfidence of financial companies in the 
Govei'nment. Hon. members know that these 
people were practically forced to subscribe 
to those loans. They know that legislation 
''"as contorrtpl.atcd 1 and threatened if the 
financiers of Quccnsland did not put their 
mon.ev into those lo"ns. Therefore that 
mone~z was practically forced from those 
companies through the action of the Go.-ern
mcnt and thP -con1n1androring methods \YhidJ 
are known on]v to such Governrnonts as is 
in power in Queensland to-day. In 1914-1915, 
£2,638,000 was expended from loan funds on 
railway construction, and a sum of not more 
than £2,000,000 should be spent on railways 
in anv one ,·car. \Ve find that £4,650,000 
was Spent lUst year from loan 1noneys o_n 
those '.\'Orks, and 've want to know \vhen this 
borro,ving crZtze is going to cease. 

0PPOSITIOX ::Vfll>TBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. CORSER: The Government should 
inform the House when this unlimited 
borrowing c1aze will come to an end. The 
policy of the Government should be under
stood if this country was carr~ ing a huge 
population, a.ncl if large numbers of people 
would otherwise be unemployed. 'When are 
we going to get on to sorno solid basis? 

Mr. CoLLIKS: Ask the hon. member for 
\Vynnum. 

Mr. CORSER: It will be agreed that in 
times of stresJ, when oqr staple inJustries, 
such as the wool, sugar, and cattle indus
tries, are suffering from drought or some 
other cause, ic is a good thing to have 
a venue·, of ft"ance available for exploitation 
to secur·e money. 

When in times of plenty we find large 
numbers of people dependent on the expendi
ture of loan money it is obvious that there 
is something wrong with our system. No 
hon. "'ember will ag-ree that the proe-ress 
or development of private entorpris·e is satis
factory. We ha.-o to look for ihe reason, 
and we find it in the want of confidence m 
the Government. If we look a little further, 
WO shali find that the Government have 

JYir. Corser.] 
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not encouraged thrift, or the spending of 
money in industry, becausb they have not 
respected the rights of the people who havB 
put their money into it. 

0PPOSITIO:-! ME~IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. CORSER: We also find that. when 
the opportunity comes for hon. members 
opposite to kill an industry, they seem to 
avail themselves of that opportunity. Let 
me give this one word of warning. I con
sider that, whilst both the Federal and 
State Governments are exploiting our local 
markets in Australia and not introducing 
new capital, wo are hampering new industrit •-. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. CORSER: We are not a country like 
Denmark or Belgium, whore industries have 
bee_n established for many years. Vvo are 
trying to convert our forC•3ts and scrubs into 
a payable asset. \Ve are trying to place 
people thereon, and we have to trv and find 
the necessary funds to do it. 1'\~e inust build 
ur, our industries throughout the countrv to 
n:ake it possible for our population, both 
town and countr.v, to make a good living. 
We should allocate an amount of money to 
bring about the improvement of private 
enterprise instead of putting that money into 
Government securities on f:vcry poflsiblc 
occasion. 

\"\.,..e have ever-increa""ing revenue from the 
railways, a.nd surely the running of those 
railways and the payment of inter0,t by the 
Railway Department should b0 guid0d to 
some extent-for it is expc'cted that it shonld 
be guided by its actual operations-by the 
amount of ca.sh it receives from the users 
of the railways. During the ninH years from 
1906 to 1915 the railwavs showed a net 
deficit of £220,000, while· during the, subse· 
quent nine vcars, under a Labour Adminis
tration. thoSe railways sho-wed a net loss of 
£11.500,000. and this with eyer-increasing 
r0ceipts. Vi c find that the larger the rr,'eipts 
from our railv~·ays the gr'f'ator sec1ns to bo 
the deficit. The more raih,-ays '"c open the 
fewer miles our trains run. \Ye a.re reduced 
eYon to this ,,tatc of affair,,. \Vhilst the 
Treasurer fon~shadovvs a.n ever-increasing 
expenditnre for the construction of engines 
and rolling-stock, we learn tha,t the week 

bdor_c last one train in Maryborough, running 
to P1alba and supposed to lea.-o :Uan borough 
at 5.30, did not leave until 6.30. That was 
because there was no engine. (Langhtor.) 
It was the only train running to the Bay 
that day-the business train-and the authori
tio''· had the whole day to arrange and build 
that train. The tickets were inspected at 5.20 
p.m., but the train did not lean' until 6.30 
p.m. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Thev were' lnckv that it 
went at all. (Laughter.)· · 

Mr. RIORDAN: Yes, without an engine. 
(Rcne,,-ed laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: The Minister with the 
" bunchy top" in his button-hole who was 
going to efl'ect a saving-~. (Laughter.) 

Hon .. M. J. KIRWAN: Don't be per<>onal. 

l\1r. COR.SER : I was not being persona I 
but merely referring to the hon. gentleman's 
co~t. (Laughter.) The hon. gentleman was 
gomg to saYe us £250,000 in the mnning of 
the department, and he now dares to inter
Ject when I am criticising the Raih' av 
Department. · 

[Mr. Corscr. 

Hon. M. J. KmwAN: I never interjected. 

;\fr. CORSER: \Vhen the hon. gentleman 
promised to bring about that saving he was 
put on a Commisison to show how it could be 
done, and produced a report. As yet the 
hon. gentleman has saved us nothing:, A<> a 
matter of fact, we have increased our trouble 
ever since, so far as the Railway Department 
i; concerned 

\Y c find, according to thG Treasun~l'\; 
Statement, that a sum of £30,872 ,,-a,; 
expended in giying relief to farmers ou 
account of drought. I would like to ascer
tein just what this expenditure was, if it 
was not d;rect relief. I would like to know 
\Yhere it '"as spent and how it wus Epent, 
because it was not direct relief. I am hoping 
that the Secretal'y for A gricul tu re will n1ak o 
this math•r clear. \Ve know that we passed 
a Co-opC!nf-iYf' Agricultural Production and 
.1\dyances to Furrners Act, 'vhich wa;; to 
provide OYer £200,000 for farmers who had 
not suflicicnt ca.pital tD purchase dairv herds. 
It was to giYe assistance to the pcr~on who 
could not help himself. If a farmer hac! 
not a certain number of cattle, he conld 
sccm·c £200 to purchase cattle practically 
without. Eecurity under this ne"· liberal 
uwasurc. 

TJw SECRETAHY FOil AGRIC CLTLCRE : 111c 
rneasnre l~a.:;: been a great success. 

::Ylr. Cl'RSRR: \Vo shall sec what a 
St<ccess it Las b0c11. _According to the Prcf'.~' 
C•l. 19th December, 1923. " doptltation, repre
senting farmers who had lost thei1· stock 
d11ring th0 drought, lntc·rYiPwcrt the :1linister 
nncl applied for relief under that Act, aml 
the hon. gentlcrnan expressed his thanks to 
the- deputation for comi1;g aJon[;', but he said 
ihat thi, relief was onlv available for 
beginners. \Vhen this Jepu'fation ca.n1o fron1 
f1r11Wrs on the Darling Do1-vns who were 
t·f-!taLli~hcd b0forc the -drought can10, and 
·;hen rPqucsts \\ cr0 1na.de b,~ settler.:; in the 
Burnctt district at tho tiinc of the la,,t 
tlroughL the ~1inistPr said that af.'sistance 
undc'r t1ris Act was only ayailable to 
Lcginncrs, and the drough:-stricken farmer:-; 
·,,ore cut out altog·ether. If it is a.-ailable 
t0 beginner:,, "-h:7 is it that last ·week and 
'ho week before I received from settlers in 
!he l:ppcr Bnmett replies which tlwy harl 
receiYed from the Advances to Settler,' 
DPpartmcnt in ansv:cr to rcque~ts for assi::;r
r nee, stating that they had boon refusNl 
achances under tho Co-operative Agricul
tural Production a11d Adv~tnces to Far_.:.!er~ 
.Act a.;; thP~,T did not con1o under it. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: IV ere tlrcy beginners '1 

Mr. CORSER: The0 wNc beginners. 
They had only just been placed there. \Yh~, 
'u·e w0 not told that there is no n>onOY '! 
These new set tiers went there boca use tho 
~et prm·idod that they could get that a'sist

ance for the purchase of cattle and for other 
purposes enumerated. The Sccretarv for 
.. :\.gricultur-::; in 1923 introduced a new~ rnca
sure. H c ~a-iel, '' You can only get £1,200 
io-day, but 'Ye arc g'oing to broaden the 
Act," as Labour broadens over~·thing~·· and 
,,.f> are ,q;oing to give you £1,700.~' 

The SECHETARY FOH AGRICUL1'UllE: :">lake it 
possible. 

Mr. COP.SER: "Mako it possible," the 
:"~Iinister says! They are going to make the 
impossible possible. To show how impossible 
it is to secure that advance, I need only 
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.-'nle that, although that Act was passed as 
ctn urgent measure in 1923, it is not law 
"et. It bas not been gazetted. But all 
~1wasurcs dPaling with taxation haye bc:_'n 
gazetted. These unfortunate settlers. claim 
tLat they ought to rccmye the ass1stancD 
Htat Parlian1cnt provided, but, lvhell these 
unfortunate drougbt-strickon settlers who 
have lost all their stock make application to 
the Government they find that the Labour 
(;oycrnment arc only generous by word of 
ntouth. \Vhen it comf'~ tn giYing anything 
lo a section th"'t is not their own, those 
l,r:oplo h._,,ve as rnuch chance of grtting assist
'' nee as the Socialists in Russia had of 
getting it from the Socialists and the Tr.ctd''"' 
Hall here. The audacitv of these Russians 
in asking their cornradcs"in Australia at the 
Trades Hall for a loan of £200,GOO ! 
(Laughter.) 

:\h. KBHR: _.\ncl pa:. inte'l·est? 

:\Ir. CORBER: They would not pay interest 
on anything. The party opposite thought 
their Rui:::isian coinradc'\ had et yer:; great 
1n1pertinence in rnaking such a request for 
a loan. -

:\!fr. KERR: Birds of a feather. 

:VIr. CORSER: The increased revenue 
which the Treasurer is boasting of is to 
,ome extent taken from the primary pro
ducers. The hon. gentleman in his Statement 
refers to the increasingly heavy cost of 
bnilding workers' homos. We must remember 
that the producer has to build a home too; 
but who is responsible for tbis every increas
ing cost of the workers' home? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is not 
the worker a. producer? 

:\1r. CORSER : It all depends upon just 
what he works in, but no ono is "' greater 
producer than the man who is delving and 
struggling in the backblocks. The Treasurer 
states that the ever increasing cost of the 
workers' homes is respon>ible for the large 
amount required for the building of 1,000 
workers' homes; but who is responsible for 
t.hat? \Ye find that the timber royalties 
<·ollectecl by the Department of Public Lands 
in 1914-15 were £75,277. In 1923-24 this 
Labour Government-which is out allegedly 
for the people-took from royalties the sum 
of £223,137! That is the reason for a great 
part of the increased cost of our workers' 
homes, and one of the reasons why settlers 

in our ne'v districts have been 
l2.30 p.m.] refused advances for homos at 

all. One settler in my district-
1Jc ,,-as a ne-.y settler in the Upper Burnett
ntadc appli( at ion for an advance, and was 
offered £32. That would not provide him 
"·ith a home; it was only sufficient to pro
vide for the clearing of some scrnb. Until 
our ever-increasing revenue is devoted to 
assi<ting to a. greater degree the people in our 
back blocks to settle on the land, making 
it possible for them to get a remunerative 
<>xistonce, there must be some leak"'ges in 
connection with our expenditure. 

\Vo find that the men on the land, who 
are overtaxed, paid in 1914-15 when this 
Government came into office the sum of 
£961,000 in direct revenue by W"-Y of rents 
to the Crown. This Government in 1923-24 
mllected-not £961,000 but £1,480,000. The 
Treasurer states that out of the increased 
expenditure £100,000 is provided this year 
for the Prickly-pear Board; but, if £100,000 
is placed on the estimates for that purpose, 
it must be remembered that the rent settlers 

a.re paying on pear land is so excessive 
that not £100,000 but probably millions of 
pounds have been taken from them which 
it was not right to take. We should not 
boast becat~oe £100,000 is being devoted to 
assisting these persons, w ben we know that 
fault has lain with the State in collecting 
too much from them in the past. 

On page 4 of the Financial Statement I 
find that savings h"'ve been effected in con
nection with the Works and Lands Depa,rt· 
mcnts of £126.000 and £517,000 respectively. 
\Vhen we find that the Government have 
expended £360,000 over and "'bove their 
'stima tc, and that, nevertheless, there has 
been a saving to that extent in the expendi
ture of one dcpartn1ent, we 1nust realise 
that things are not panning out as they 
should at all. \Vhen we go further and 
consider how they are treating the Dopart
rnent of _\griculture, ,,-c n1ust realise that 
we are not giving that attention to our 
pl'imary industries which was given to them 
before Labour came into power. In his 
policy speech on the 9th of _'l.pril, 1923, the 
l)ren1ier said-

" Careful adrninistra tion and economy 
have enabled tbe Government to carry 
on the services of the State without 
serious difficulty. 'The position of the 
Consoliclatcd Revenue Fnnds is well in 
hand, as is shown by the reducing expen
diture." 

Yet to-clay he has told us of increased expen
diture, so that we have in no way got out 
of the trouble of last year as we enter a 
new one. In the same speech he said-

" Not only is it anticipated that there 
,,-ill be no necessity for "'dclitional taxa
tion, but, with a continuance of com
mercial and industrial activity, there is 
every liklihoocl of a lessening of the 
burdens of taxation, where it is found 
on investigation that the present tax 
applies with undue severity. The earliest 
opportunit,· will be accepted to increase 
the income tax exemption to £300 and 
to increase the deduction allowed for 
children and dependant relatives to £50." 

y,,t we are to have, as I say, an additional 
tax on cheques as well as an increase in rail
way farce and freights instead. 

That brings us to the question of our 
State enterprises, in launching which the 
Treasurer, ihrough his then Secretary for 
Public Lands, indicated that they were insti
tuted k~ the benefit of the whole of the 
people of the State. Yet we find that the 
Sta1 c meat shops have been responsible for 
the high price of meat. When the department 
controlling them saw that if the price Vtas 
reduced it would mean a very big loss on 
the cattle stations and meat shops, through 
their price fixer they established such a price 
as enabled them to be pulled out of the wood 
and made possible big profits throughout 
the State. Those eng"'gecl in the cattle 
industry were struggling to got so!lle assist
ance to enable them to pay thmr rentals 
because they conld not export their corn· 
moclity, but they found that nothing was 
done to increase the price to them. Action 
,.-as taken merely to increase the price the 
consumer paid in the State meat shops. Hon. 
members will realise that, "'s in the case of 
the butter industry, the Government have 
always found it possible to reduce the price 
of a commodity when the consumer found 
it to be too high. This Government-who 
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would point the finger at the Federal authori
ti<'S for not immediately stabilising the price 
of butter-had no difficulty in reducing the 
price when the consumer thought it was 
too high; hut, on the other hand, they have 
done nothing to increase the price of meat 
to the producer when he found it too low. 
They stn rtod an agitation against the Com
monwealth GoYernmcnt. 

DecallSC that Government do not do some
thing which cannot b:· done they arc to b<J 
blackballed. The Commonwea 11 h Gm·ernrncnt 
ha,·e bc;·n aci"'d to clo something which the 
Labonr Government in Quc,-,nsland y, Juld not 
do-that i3, : o allow the producers to have 
tl12 :::ole right of fixing the- prirc of their 
commodity. \Vould a Labour Governmpnt 
g·.ivc to the \YatPrside workers the right to fix 
the price of thPir services? Viou1d they givo 
to the meat produc··rs the right to lix the 
price of their commodity'! Ha Yf' they given 
to the egg producers and the fruit producers 
the rig-ht to dctcrn1ino vdmt is a fair price 
ior th."ir commoditv' No. Thev would not 
give the butter pe.ople ilw rig-ht to fix the 
price of their commo<lity, yet they ask the 
Federal Govrrnn1cnt to give the butter pro
duccrs that right. V\hen they knew that the 
Federal Gm·ernmNrt "<'re out to do this, the 
Queensland Gm·crnrncnt started ont on a 
Tlolitica] campnign and made use of tho 
dr,sires of the farmers-not in the direction 
of deriving some benefit for the farmers, bnt 
for the Government's own political purpo··cs. 
\Ve have claimed that, if the farmers and 
the butter producers of Australia were g·ivcn 
a board on which they had fair re]Jrcsenta
tion, that would meet the nse; and we have 
long urged this unsympathetic Government 
to give to the primary producers thD right 
of establishing a board to deal with the 
fixation of prices rather than have an indi
vidual price fixer. W c asked the Gm·ern
mcr,t to establish a board g·iving the producers 
full reprPscntation, hut instead of that, they 
appointed one 1nan. Th!Ir. Ferry, to a position 
"·hich should have bc,•n occu]1ied by a board. 
ThPv appointed this individual so that he 
might adjudicate along the lines th~ Govern
nlPUt wished in connect-ion \\-·ith one industrv 
and another to the detrimEnt of the industries 
ccncer1wd. The priruary producers can hopo 
for nothing from this Government so far as 
the fixing of the price of commodities is 
concerned. It is idle for the Government or 
their supportPrs or agents to spefLk of the 
shurtcon1ings of auother Government \Vhf'n 
the~ cannot keep tlw stones fLWay from their 
own glass house. The Go:vernmcnt shpuld 
n;rneinber that gPnerosTty starts at home, and 
lf thP:,· \Vant to do anything gen~Tous for an 
industr-', the:v should start at· home and help 
the butter industry. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Did thev not confiscate 
the butter? · 

::Yl!-. CORSER: Thev not onlv confiscated 
the butter, but they ··old it at a loss. They 
ftxed the price at 140s. per cwt. in 1917, when 
the farmers could have secur<>d 186s. 6cl. per 
cwt. on the Victorian market. By seizing the 
butter and hawking it round :Melbourne at a 
loss, they broke the hearts of the dairymen 
when it was possible for the dairymen to make 
up some leeway because of the fact that 
Queensland possessed butter whilst the other 
States did not at that time. By regulation the 
Government denied the farmers that adYan
tage. and now that the industry is clown the 
Government cannot produce any regulation 
to help those men. It would be as well to 

[jllr. Corser. 

t<::tablish our butter indw~tr·; on a 'li.rcH orrra~ 
nised ba:,Js. \\~e want nn · politiea1 ('Ulltl;ol 
bn1· we want. 1hc industry placed iu tlw hand~ 
of the growcl'. \V0 want ihe cniton indusii·~,' 
c~trlblisb~'l on that footing. \Ye \rant thC· 
indnstriec to be controlled absoluteh bv those 
0ngaged therein. \Vc \vant 1he rn.ol'u~v thctt 
is Yoted here to be spent in enclr a wa· .. that 
th()Se engagf~d in th.._ industr:, vvill rec•i~·0 the~ 
grc"Ltc.~t ach·nntage. 

;\Ir. Cor.LI!\S: Syndicalism. 

Mr. CORSER; No. The only idee' of 
~~~ndicalisn1 in the mind of the hon. gentlP
man is to collar 1hc produce of somebodv d-,c 
and cut it up amongst hi~ own surYpo~rt<?r~ 
Jkrnncracy thc0' call it-gm·crnrncnt c of the 
]1CoplL' by the people for the people ~ Th·' 
hon. ~~cnth_•n1an's domocracv is nlisu-oYf'l'11Il1Pllt 

of the people bv a s<>ctior1 of the 'communitY 
llt t~J() intere~ts ·of a fcv;;, · 

:\fr. 1\iOTT (St•,nlc1J): I was imprc,,ed 
\\·ith the complet'' silence with which hon. 
mcrnbers opposite received the Financial 
Statement after the Treasurer had delivered 
it. 

OPPOSITION 11EMBERS ; Hear, hr·ar ' 

Mr. '\"OTT: Tbcre was not onD " Hear, 
hear!" when the Trea.suror sat do\vn. 

Mr. KERR; And it io his last one, too! 

:111". KOTT: It is not a particularly happ)" 
Statement, because on n·ading it through 
and reflecting upon it ono does not sec an)· 
hope of things brightening very much in Hw 
immediate fnture. In fart., it seems that 
\\G must make up onr minds to the imposi
tion of considcrahl:, higher taxation and the 
further m is' pending of consider<Lblv larg<! 
arnounts of rnoney. VYe kno"\Y that. v,rhen 
hon. n1em bers oppoBite sat on t,his side of 
the Chamber, they professed to be an anti
borrowing party. They have now cast that 
policy to the wind<, and have decided that 
thev n1ust either " borrow or bust." 

It is interesting to compare the rate of 
taxation per head in Queensland with the 
other Sta.tH of Australia during; t.he la't 
twenty years. During that timo Queensland, 
with a ·Labour Government in office for nirw 
years, has a taxation of £4 9s. 2cl. per 
capita. ='Jew South Wales has had a Labom· 
Government for eight years during that 
period, and the taxation there an1onnh. to 
£3 lls. 9d. per head. South Australia ha'< 
been afflicted ,,·ith a Labour Government for 
eight years in the :,amo period, and the taxa
t~ion there amounts to £3 10s. 9d. In ·western 
Australia-vvhere a Labour Govcrnn1Pnt has 
lwld office for five years in the period under 
reYicw-thc !'nation amount;; to £2 17s. 5cl.: 
while Victoria-which until recently \va'> 
~:ot afflicted with a Labour Government-ha,; 
a taxation per head of only £2 lls. 3d. 

Mr. FARRELL c Do ,·ou think that is a fail· 
basis to take? 

Mr. )!OTT: H Victoria is burdened in the 
future with a Labour Government, the peopic 
there will know exactly what to expect. 

Mr. FARRELL: \Vhy don't you compare the 
taxation with the salaries paid in the Yarious 
States? 

Mr. NOTT: The late Mr. D. Bowmar. 
speaking in this House in 1910, when he v:a~ 
leader of the Labour party, said-

" Speaking for myself, and I know a. 
number of members agree with me, while 
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\YO are prcpar~~d to support a borrowing 
policv fur r{'productiv!' \\ orks \Ve should 
be can~ful in the a.rnount we borrow. 
\Ye should ouly lmvc re ·b·icted borrow
ing. I think it would bo a big mistake 
for this, or aw· other Government. to go 
in for bolTO\VIng indi~'Ti1ainatcly." 

The Treasurer in 1913 utter{_;d these remarks 
when talking about the olcl Tory Govern
ment which had left the iega.cy about which 
the hon. member for \Yarrc;:o had so much 
to say-

" Thcv S('CHl io have no desirn to 
reduce 'tho indebtednc ' of !)ncensland. 
They ar0 well enough Htisfiod to shuffle 
out of their responsibilities and to allow 
future ;;orwrations to take up ihe burden 
·-a. n1ost ungcncrous, nncharitable, and 
\vithal urnvise polie:·, and qui.to unncccs~ 
sary." 

An 0PPOSITIOX 1VIE11BEH : Who said that"? 

::\Ir. :\'OTT: The Trcasurel". 

Hon. W. H. BAHNEf-: Ho has become con
verted. 

Mr. ~orrT: The hon. gt'niJenian, speaking 
a little later, said-

" There is no doubt that the interest 
burden in connection with the e'Cpendi
ture of loan money is borne to a large 
extent by the primary producers and to 
an enormous extent bv the workers of 
the State, w.ho do not· enjoy the benefit 
of the expenditure of loan monDy in tho 
~ame pr,~portion as speculators and 
lllVCStDrs. 

In tho f ,eo of !hose hYo statements by the 
Treasurer, it is rather roma.dmble that the 
Labour Coycrnnrent ha Ye changed their 
policy ar•d haYe ontdorno the old Tories, 
the people \Vho, acc•ordlng to the hon. Inen1-
l~c·r for' _IYancgo, loft thi:< tremendous legacy. 
l'\cgardn1g t.hat lc;;a.cy I ,,,·ould like to point 
out that i he Io:lll ir•clebtcdnt ss of Queens
~ and ll]J to the iir;H" the Labour part} ran1c 
l'ilto pow<~r was II!Cl'C'P<~ing at the rate of 
about £1.000.000 per ,annum. Since the 
L~bonr party c".mo into power our indebted
noes has not increased by £1,000,000 but by 
£4.000.000 per annum. 

It is ratht.·r inioresting to exan1iuo ~owe 
of th.c fignn~s in rf--'gard to quite a nurubcr 
of '!r!ferr-ul. of expenditure during 
1hc period that Labour party hayc !wen 
ill po\n_\r. Jnst as the amount of the loa-n 
indebtc.dnes~ of Qctconsland has increased 
w;der th m by about ~00 per cont., so these 
'arious l'XlJenditureq have increased to the 
shmo extcu·t. I haYr: so1ne tablea here sho-w
ing the Pxtent io V\t~hich loan rnone', has 
failed to be rol1ro-duetiye, and gi...-ing the 
amount of interest which has had to be paid 
each year out of the Consolidated Revenue. I 
,hall not inflict the various amounts for each 
'"Car upon hon. members, but will show the 
~~n1onnt o ·pr nine-year periods. The total 
a.n1onnt for the nine :vears prior to Labour 
coming into office was £3,669,585; for the 
11ine years Labour has been in power 
£15,757,83.5. If you multiply expenditure bv 
Libenl Goyernmento by four, you will haYC 
about the amount expended by Labour in 
dw ~'tn1c time. 

Again, in r<'gm'd to taxation tbe total 
amount r<'cci vod for the nine years prior to 
Labour coming into office was £6,290.704. 
For the nine years Labour has been in pcnYer 
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it lras !wen increosed to £24,927,67-'t. Again. 
if you ctup1oy the tnet,hod uf rnultiplying 
L;beral i,txation by four, yon about the 
~,l:rtH'!- amount as that itnposed LaLour lll 

n si1nilar period. 
.N1r. FARRELL: .A.nd about t''-YCI!(~ tir:tlP~ ··u; 

l•luch progrcs·;. 

::\Ir. J\iOTT: I do not think iht>re has 
dJlything like a'_, rnuch progress. If 
was born in Queensland and js not n1crc]y a 
r~c,vcon1er, he ha.s only to cast bi,--; 1nlnd 
L 1.ck nine or ten years and look at the pro
gress that "\vas made und{:~r the LibL'raJ 
~\Jministration wjth an expenditure of abonr. 
£56,000,000, and that made under the Labom· 
Adnlinistl'a.lion for a si1nilar period with nn 
<'xpenditm·,, of £129,000,000. 'l'he cu:npari
. on sho1vs 1nuch greater progr ~ss r:;_nder the 
Liberal Administration. Not onlv that. but 
under the Liberal Administratio;; we ucYcr 
suffered at any tin1o during our hist..or~- fn1111 
iho amount of unemployment that now exists 
nndor LnLour Administration. 

2\ir. BHUCE: Tbere has been a ''· ll' oince 
then, you knoY:. 

Wh. ::\"OTT: A number of members Jn tho 
GoYcrnment side have madn a. gn:at song 
about the foolishness on the part of previous 
Governments in allowing such a largo amount 
of loan money to fall due at tlrc one time. 
That statement is somewhat misleading, 
because in 1913-1914, when a loan for some
thing oYer .£11,000,000 was renewed, the due 
date was fixed at 1925, but the Queensland 
GoYernment had the option of redec_ding it 
at any time after 1st April, 1920. There was 
nothing therefore to prevent the present Go
vernment, which was in power in 1920, 
redeeming that loan at any time within the 
last three or four years, but the-e failed to 
do so. On,, reason why the Gon'rll'ment could 
not redeem the loan before 1925 was that in 
1920, when this !Dan of £11,000,000 could have 
been rcdeernerL the present GovPrnmPnt 
passed the so-called " Repudiation" Act. Bv 
thDir own adion they made it impossible fo"r 
them to redeem that loan at that time, and 
it was imyros·,ible for them to reclcorn the 
loan until they had come to an agreement 
with the money-lenders in regard to the 
"R.cpudiation:, Act, as was done quite 
r0cently by the Treasurer when in London. 

The Trea~urcr in his Financial Stutc1nent 
states tha.t thore has boon a considerable 
lmprovement. in regard to State cntcrvriscs; 
but most of us who have had any experience 
with those enterprises do not hope for anv 
great imprm-cment. \Ve do not sec how it i's 
possible that there can be any gro1t improve
ment. According to Table Dl of tile Trea
surer's !able>'. the amount received for the 
:vear 1923-1924 on account of thP Chi!lagoe 
Stat' Snwlters Fund was .£174,420, and in 
Table D2 the expenditure in e:onnoci ion "ith 
the same fund is shown at £426,277. On 
that Statt' entt'rpriso, therefore, there was a 
lo.ss of something oyer £250,000. I am 
surf! that not only members of the Opp_osition 
but also lTIClnhers of tho GoYcrnin{'nt. in tho 
light of the experience gained in the last few 
years, know t~at they can expect very little 
rmprovement rn the State enterpris:>s at any 
trrne, and that inst• ad of these activities boing 
of benefit to the State thev arc likely to be 
a drag on the country urltil such tlrncs as 
1 hey are dispo.eod of absolutely. 

The Financial Statement aho ~ays that 
thc~re has be '11 a deeroase in revenue fron1 
land settlement. 'l'hat decrease should be taken 

Mr. Nott.J 
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as a ',\ arning by tho G-oYernment, because 
in a young countr:v likl~ Qurf'llsL. nU., ·w·ith the 
rich bnd that we have, as well as the quantity 
of land and thc> climat{•, the revenue from 
land ~.cttle1nent, inst0aJ of being a di!llinish
ing- factor, should bt' an increasing factor. 

\Ye kno\Y that. the GoYcrnmcn1 
[3 p.m.] re embarking on particulady 

large sclwmes of land sett lemPnt. 
Tho:30 schc·m·'" arc' likelv to be Yf'rv cost1:-. 
By ~pending 1n01H'Y in that dircetion.'. without 
hl'inp: cortnin that the rnen Yrho arc pnt on 
the land are going to n1ake a F1UC'":C"-'"' of it, 
great ·clisa~tor is likely to ocenr. Th:' larg~' 
an1ount of n1onev invested in these schcmPs
eBpecially when .they are heing administered 
H:"i theY are bY the GovcrJJment-·will mean a 
i remcndouslv" increased cost to tlw s£•ttlcrs. 
So long- a3 . th0 Govcrnn1Pnt find tht•se now 
settlers the money to improve thci r selections 
-and they also hase monrv of tlwir m>n to 
spend anci c-'tablish their homes-things arc 
likely to be satisfactory; but "' soon as th,, 
homes an built and the sE•tllcrs have spent 
the monc•: obtained from the Govcrnmcni 
on clcari1i.g \York, the question of a tnark t, 
will arise. 'l'heY will then f1nd that thcv 
are a long \\;,.ty" frorn market. During thC 
last fc•w years th0 men who han• bePn gro•sing 
th.·se products have been on a particularly 
poor wicket. \Vhcn that jtr•riocl an·in·s there 
is likely to be a great deal of discontent. 
It wil] ruin :end drive to the cities moro
settlc>rs of th tc pe which Queensland n•quires 
than an:-·thing else can do. The mon<•y that 
is borrmn'd and spent on that particular land 
will to a very grc'lt extent be ·,·,·astcd; per
haps not to 13U('h a dPgree as n10nc>:r has bPen 
\vasVJd on Coon1inva and ~orne of the other 
:-;oldier settl('m('nts·. whcrp the> monc.·,· spent 
has be•n a],.olutoly wasted, and the land 
is going llack to a state ·of undergrowth. 
Son1c of the good in1provorncnt~ have be-:'11 
rnoY0d, but the fpnccs and \\~ire which are 
there at the present. t.imo will be an absolute 
loss to the State. Thoro will be ahsolutoh· 
nothing then•, and the land wiil not ]w.,-;, 
even the redeeming feature' of bt>ing put to 
any future use. 

'l'he hon. member for \Varrego said that, 
so far as irnmigration is concerned, we have 
to look at it with a microsc,ope. \V e have 
been trying by immigration to settle our 
land with groups of farmers and other men 
who we hope will become farmers at a 
latel' date. I think the community settle· 
ments .arc likely, as they have done in the 
past, to end in failure. There is only 
one wa:-· that I can sec to bring about success
ful settlement in Queensland, and that is for 
mmr to be ready to come and take up la,nd 
for themsehes, incitPd to do so bv the fact 
that the rn<.~l they see on the land a'i·e making 
comfortable livings and doing well. To 
nw mind thoro is nothing else which is 
gO'ing to do anything towards bringing about 
a succ<'·sful immigration policy. If that 
happens and men go out and produce raw 
material of their own free will and with their 
own money-and they will do so if they see 
that tlw men on the land are doing well
(Hoar, hear !)-plenty of opportunities will 
be offered for the establishment of secondarv 
industries. On that question I would like 
to remark that, although I agree with the 
leader of the Opposition that it is most 
decidedly nccc'' ary that monetary assistance 
,;!10uld be forthcoming-which has not been 
given-npvcrthe1ess in addition -we must have 
the goodwill of the man who is hoping to 
establish secondary industries. because no 
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man will come here to establish them unless 
he can feel that he is safe in doing so. 
If he feels that he is liable to be headly 
taxed to an cver~increasing an1ount, he wilt 
not be so anxious to come. So also if he 
is going to be interfered with industrially 
if the industrial k<si,Jation is not more in 
his favour than at the present time. He 
is not frightened of paying high "·ages, 
but he is afraid of being unfairly interfered 
with and of being placed in such a position 
that he doe, not know exactly whore he 
stands. lie is also just a little hit afraid 
that. when he does get a start. he will be 
vvcakencd bv strikes. That can happcn1 

and it does 'happen. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: In every part of the \Yorld. 

J'>Ir. J'\OTT: Remarks have been made 
about the succpss of the wool industry and 
the ,ugar industry, and I suppose that of all 
our industries in Quecnsland-particularly 
primary industries-those two are the most 
successful. I d0 not think the Government 
can claim to h<tve had very much to do with 
bringing the \Vool industry to its present 
condition. H has been done bv the hard 
work and the indomitable cour'age of the 
old pioncCl'f'J who were not aflaid to go 
n1iles from rivilisation in its est a bljshnH:>nt 
or to spend large sums of money in develop
ing thooe types of wool which give us the 
.advantage of the markets of the whole 
world. J'\or do I think that the Government 
can claim to have done anything to establish 
thP sugar industry, although it has cert,~inly 
heN! very useful to them and to Queensland. 
It wa,; established long before this Govern
Inent can'le into puwer. 

Mr. COLLl~S: It waJ establish"d by the 
kanakas, ·whosC' bones manure the ~uga~~ 
li clds of Queensland. 

Mr. NOTT: The hon. member for Bowen 
and ev0r•; other Labour man, as I think I 
have rcn~·arked before, ought to be prepared 
to bend their knees to the kanaka, because. 
without him. a Labour Governmf'nt would 
never huYe had a sncccssful sugnr industry 
in Queensland. \Vhatcver you may say 
about him. the b~st monunwnt to the old 
kanaka i, the prc,ent state of thP industry. 

VVn had an opportunit~T of P'itab1ic;;.hing 
another agrirultural industry ~n Que0nslancl 
qnit0 rcrcntlY. There is not a ~hadovv of 
doubt lmt that this Government damnPcl that 
industry. I rPfcr to the rohnn indtt-_.l,r:_;-. 
"\Vc had an opportunit:~ -of producin':"!" a trf'· 
nlPndous arr1ou1H of cotton for Pxporr. and., 
being a prin1ary product. it "\YOnld hav(' 
b10ught n<'w mone',' into Qncenslnnd froru 
outside. That industry has ,impL· heen 
ruined bv the -stand taken bv thP Govern
n,ent. Had they given th.c farmc•rs of 
Queensland an opportunity of establishing 
tha.t industrY, I think that to-do,· ,,.,, would 
have been e'xporting at least fmi;· tinH's the 
amount of cotton that will be cxportcoll. 

ThP GoYornn1ent rc;;diso that p"'inl<n·,,~ lll'O
ducHon rnnst. lw stimulated and onc-ouragcd. 
P. is only right that this Gon'rnmPnt Ol' an· 
nth Cl' Government shonld do a 11 t lH'v can in 
that direction. The Government have lX'en 
endcaYonring· t-o assist jn tha1 dirrct1ou by 
htablishing pools with a view to ~t•tbilising 
prices. In so1nc C"lsrs 1 bc11c,·c the pools 
rnay be YCn: nec?ssary, but on the iYholc 1 
believe they should onlv be rcdoptPcl as a 
temporary expedient. \Vhen• \\'C have to 
ccmpcte in tlw world's markd I tlo not think 
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that any permanent benefit can b0 expected 
from pools operating in COllll<'etiou ',vitb cer
tain products. To my mind there is only 
one method to adopt whereby we can achieYc 
anything that is likely to stabilise the price 
of primary products in Queensland, rtnd that 
is .for the Governmc>nt to do all thee JlOs,ibly 
,can to secure a bounty on export. If that 
is done, the price to the primary ptoducer 
<~an be increased, and it can be r1ono ,Yithont 
having inexpol'ionccd or PxpcnsivP boards or 
]Jools as we have at the present tinw. ::\Iem
bcrs of the Government ha ,.0 often stated 
that •ve should do away with the middleman. 
It, sPcnn to mo that that. is a futilf' -5ngge::;
tion. In doing a.way with the middleman 
and adopting a ~vstom of pool,.. or bo::trds. it 
seems to me the Governrnent a.rc onlv remov
ing a moans of distribution th<tt is n t, present 
·controlled and whipped into a state of pffici
ency by cornpctition and setting np in its 
plaee & body which will haH• no competition 
and which will becon1e inefficient; and it 
will not be very long before the coot of die;. 
tribution through thcJe inefficient pools will 
be increased two or three times more than it 
oasts ti,e p1·oducer to distribute ihmugh the 
varlons individual ag·Pnt:3 at p1'C3Pnt. I ce-r. 
ta.inls Lclicve in co-operative P11tPrprise and 
selling, but not to the extent that would do 
a\>a:' with private entorpri~'t'. 

:1-lr. FARRELL: You do not vvant to do a\vay 
with th,, agents. 

J\!Ir. NOTT: The middlunen is necessary 
for the co-operative system to keep it up to 
the mark. If private competition was 
<>limin,ti:ed, co-operative bodies would simply 
~ay, " They cannot go any1vherc else to buy 
the produce; they have to come to us, so 
why •vorry? \Ve will allow them to come " 
'The 0xpensn would therefore pile up to an 
.inordillate degree. 

I h:_l_,YC seeJ1 one or two letters t('comrrlcnd
ing a bounty on exports, but the opinion i~ 
expressed in those lettNs that the bountv 
should be paid by & leyy on the particula~· 
industry. I do not think that should be 
the 'a se. If a bounty is to be paid, it should 
be paid out of the consolidat0d revenue. 
This is a matter for the Fpderal Govern
ment, but there is no reason whv the State 
Government should not do whatc,·er th€v 
can to induce the Federal authorities to pay 
the bm1nty. I say that the bounty should 
.b~ paid from consolidated n>venuc. because 
the t fund is to a largo extent dependent upon 
duties collected on various commoditic<, used 
by the primary producer. The duty placed 
on those commodities is for the benefit and 
advanL',ge of the manufacturer or trader. 
The primary producer therefore pays those 
duties directly to the ach-antRge of the 
;.:.ecDndary induBtry concerned. 

It appears from the remarks from some 
hon. members opposite that there are only 
two ways of improving the condition on our 
raih,·ays. Their method is eith{'r sweating 
the employees or reducing the amount paid 
to them. and the other is the raising of fares 
and freights. I belie Ye that both of thPse 
methods are quite impossiblC'. 

Hon, J. G. APPEL: Thev have both bc'cn 
adoptc,l by, the Governmen.t. 

::VIr. NOTT: Thl're is only •vay of bringillg 
about a betterment in the condition of our 
railways, and that is by paying the emplo=·ees 
good wages and seeing that thcy cun their 
money. If a job on our railways is worth 
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a good rare ot pay, then it should be shown 
in the return of the senice rendered. 'I'he 
Railv ay Department shonld see that efliciency 
is rendered fo,· the wages paid. If that were 
done, it would be quite unnecessary to 
increase fare; and freights. I «m confident 
that during the next twelYo months the 
increase in freights will not give the dp,ired 
r-esult. I am satisfied that a tremendous 
nmount of passenger traffic is avoiding the 
railwav' as much as possible, not only 
bccau :., of th•, slowness and discomfort but 
becausa of the continued dirty ,tatc of a. 
great man:v of the carriages. I know that 
many hundr-ed . of people came down t,, tho 
recent Exhibition by motor-c:u in preference 
to coming by train. In previous years they 
used to come down by train. The increase 
in freights and fares is only likely to accen
tuat<' that position. I know that from round 
about whore I live about 800 people drove 
down to the Exhibition. 

::\lr. FARRELL: Thcv cannot be too badl." 
off if they came do,.:n by car. 

:\1r. ?\OTT: Then there arc farmers \Yhn 
have quite a lot of produce on hand which 
ther would send to market if the freights 
we1~c low enough. I do not refer to lucernP 
chaff or ether hig·h-priced commodities, but 
to low-value material such as pumpkins and 
pic-n1elons. The farmer::; ha' e quite a lot 
L)f nwlous and pun1pkins on their farms. I 
know of clistriets where there arc hundreds 
of tons of both pumpkins aucl pie-melons 
~oYhirh \vill ncycr be U8<:d for an~;thing 
hecauoe of the cxpenee of selling and the> 
h:rrh frcighh, If freights were lmYcr, tlH•re 
is no qw:st ion that a lot of that typ,: of 
r~ro<luce \"Ould go on the rail·.·,-ay u.nd not 
c"llv would the railways obtain that ft-'ight 
bv1 the fanners wou1d get a fe,,· shillings 
in return . 

Hon. J. G .. ·\PPEL: Hear, boar 1 

11r, ::\O'I'T: ,\ short timi' ago. when 
f~trl11(1 l'S nt down pumpkins and pi0-1nelon~. 
1herc was a good f'ha.nce. vrhcn the-y got 
their returns back. of their lu1Ying hJ send 
a little: Htonev to settle the diifPrcn<>c. I 
cnly hope that the Raih: &y Dep&rtment "·ill 
11ot be long in recognising that a reduction 
in freights will bo, perhap,, better than an 
jncr(dlse. 

There arc other methods of t"xatio!l to 
-··hich I wish to refer. At one time tlw 
1"_'1·casurE'r ~t.ated thero was IiHle likelihood 
<1f an increase in taxation. Ko\v 1H' is readv 
to "drnit that there will bL' an increase ii1 
taxation, and ht~ has decided io incl'ht ·,o 
.<,L;unp dutlf'S and railway freights. To n1y 
1nind, that is not a particultl'l'ly nico way of 
allocating the increased taxation. It •Yould 
l,e far better if he were more bonest and 
dccidocl to raise the desired amount bY direct 
tuxation instead of by incro:<sed stami} duties 
and railway freights. Sorne tirno ag~) thi~ 
Government wero kind enough to the primary 
producers to commandeer their butter ut 
'l'nsiderably less than the market value, and 
·urnc litt]n time after that the GoYCl'fh:trellt, 
tl1rough the Price Fixing Uornr11is~ioncr. 
f arced th,, buttCJ' producers il'. Quo"rc-lantl 
to accept 238s. per cwt. for their bLitter when 
they could ha.Ye got something over 273-;. 
r-eT f'wt. h-,T Pxporting it. By the,·~ t\,-o acts 
of adn1inistratjon the dairv fanners of 
Queensland lost a consideraGlo arnounr of 
1110IlCy. 

The Premier, when introducing a Bill to 
provide for the establishment of the Council 
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of Agucultuto, asked the ft1l'mcrs to let 
b\ gont'S be b:'i- gonf's, and he said that ;:-OlTit_'

thing wonrkr!ul \\ould be done for them 
through this Counc-il of Agriculture. The 
Couneil was inaugurated, and la,-t year tht-~ 
Secrctnrv for Agrienlture appeared to rt'<:;eni 
the Com;try partY being somewhat impatient 
in rE>gard to the v ·Jrk accomplished by the 
Council of A.c:ricnltnre. He explained that; 
the Council \vas only jn its infancy. and bn 
a- kPd :hat it be gin·n a longer trial-that 
\\C should wait another twelve months before 
condemning it. \YP hayc \\ aitcd those 
tv .. •lvc months. The Council of Agriculture 
has been ·vvorking under GoYc·nunent control, 
but I an1 at a loss to seE~ ,,rhat practical 
good it has done •o far. It is receiving the 
~upp~)rt of the fanners generally throughout 
t h0 StQh', n~ tho~r ho]1C that son1e good 
·.-.ill rcc.ult from it, and l hope that the 
GovrrnmC'nt ,,·1ll S('C' that the Counf'll does 
something that will benefit the farmers, 
nnd do it before long. Nobody lmm,·s 
better than the Treasrrcr that the agri
enlt1Fist is a long-suff('ring· individual, .and 
th~_, hon. ::rcntleman i;, takjng eycry advan· 
taO'O of that. I notice that the estimate• 
fo~ tlw Dep,rtmen~ of Agriculture haYo brcn 
rocluerd thi' y.e.r. The department has 
been rolieYod of the expenditure in connec
tion \Vith the Ccmnoil of Agriculture, but 
in order to n.:1kP up that cxpPnditure tho 
farmer is compelled to pay a l0vy. If a 
farmer sells £10 or £11 worth of produce, 
he sees on ihc ~taten1cnt sent him by tho 
produce merchant a 6d. duty stamp which 
is his contribution to the Council of Agn
culture. H" consickrs that it is up to him 
tn get something for ihat 6d .. and I trust 
it will not be long before tho Councrl of 
c\griculture does ""mething that will be 
of practical benefit to the farmers. l:p to 
tho present it lms not clone anything that 
'"ill benefit them in the matter of pounds 
~hillings and pence. A great number of 
them certainly have boon losing a consider
able amount of time attending meetings. 

and in many cases they arc get
[3.30 p,m.] ting tired of it. The producerc; 

in cDnnection \vith a good rnany 
of the Loc·1l Producers' A~~ociations arc 
begirming to think that a lot of their work 
is going for nothing, and they cannot be 
blamed for that. That position is going to 
be accentuated when they have to pay a 
levy on the produce they sell. And it is not 
only that levY, but there are various return" 
that they will haYe to submit to which will 
be very irk·-')me. A man selling material 
privately will have every now and then t.o 
send in his returns to the Council of Agn
cultun and the sending i"n of those returns 
will be particularly irksome. A farmer very 
often does this buying and selling busines3 
in a very haphazard way, and b0corncs 
involved in various transactions. For 
in!3t::tnce, he may S\Vap a horse and tak~' 
something to boot. 

The Secretary for Agriculture has proudly 
referred on mon-~ than one ocf',lsion to 1 he 
increase in dairy products in Queensland, 
and he takes a great deal of CI·edit for it. 
I think that the greatest amount of credit 
for that is dm· to the natural wealth of the 
prrstures of Queensland. To my mind, it 
is particularly blameworthy on the part of 
the Department of Agriculture that we have 
not further education given to the farmers 
in regard to dairy products. The product.s 
that the Minister is so proud about are 
prectically only butter and chcc' :'. There 
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aro 1nanv otl1c•r dairy product~ th- t 1wuld_ b.~ 
produced in Qnrcnsland that a1e n·;t bt•lll~: 
produced. There is a litt!o HHlHPr ·whicJ 
('arnp undr>r b\ notif'~ in regard Ln y,·hich 
I think the dc;partmcnt haYo been dilatory 
Son~c little ti1nc ago I had occa:,io:n to v;r1t 
to the :\1ini,ter about the establi·lnllr nt ut 
a ncvv industl'y in QucenslanL: in ~ornt •ctio""G.. 
with milk products, and the quesiwn of the 
Yalue of ~,kin1 1nilk came up. The d"part 
nH:nt in ibeir lettr-r to rne E:tatcd that they
ronsidcred ~kirn milk was worth et least 
l~cl. per gallon, yet in some parts vf_ Qncens
land skim milk is being bought-for lll.tance, 
in the localit··· in which I live-at ~d. a 
g-allon by ?\p'stle's Proprietary. ThP pro
dnccr~., in n1,. electorate get frorn a ld. to a 
~d. a g-allon for skim milk, and, if the 
clcpartn1ent- con~idcr tbat l~d. a gallo11 ia
thc price '" hich the farmer, should get for 
utilising it in other \Yays~ it is only right 
to expect the department to give the infor 
mation to the farmers in that locality that 
thc:c are selling thoir product too cheaply 
n that they may be able to get the aclvantagr· 
ot tho increaeod value which the dopartmen' 
says the product is worth. 

Hox. \Y. JL BAUNES (1V:· -,vJ,,, \va> 
rrccivc'cl \Yith Opposition cher•r.:.., I ''·ant 
fir ·t of all to c·xm·css my >tpprcciation of thr> 
conrtps~.- of the Trcasnrer in handing rn lHt' :L 

copy of the Financial St8temPnt bef~n' tlH~ 
Hou~e ffi('t to-daY. rrha.t \VftS ( mtruulu or 
somP n,dvant.lgP · to n1c; bnt I " 1nt to 
Pmphasisc th(' point which T m a .--le last f'VPll

ing· and to sav that abundance of evidcnc<• 
has' been ot1erPd to-da.v that it was unfni,~ 
for thP Tr{'flSl!l'C'r ro iri.,-ist on onr OJ? 

with this de bat<' to-dav. So fm· as r 'Ill Cm· 
ber. it is the firot time that hr.s over ~"'.P 
penecl in the hi;ctory of Queensbnd. 'Hear. 
hear!) 

Mr. Cm'I'EH: Everything happen:' a lir" 
time. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAHNES: Of cou«<>. an•1 
something happOllf'd with the h<m. 
a fll'st tim0. (LaughtPr.) Can we uct 
that tlw Finnn~ial Statement. ospe 'iall,- in 
its bPa-ring on Queensland as it is to-da_v, H 

tht> rnost irnpm·tant st'1tement that it i--; pos
sible for an hem. member to have lo dPal 
'\vith. . It. i-:; not mcrelv Romothing- that. 
recounts a number of figures requiring tlw 
dos0st srrut.1nY. Is it not a qu~·-:tion on 
which CVPI'\' ~01nhcr, no D18ttcr of what 
partv, rcqn.in:s lirnc for considPration? Irr 
the interests of Queensland is it not im)l''l'H· 

tive that th<O YCl'V best that is in him should 
be given to it? 'Is it possiblD for who 
have been sitting her<' all dav to g" at 
night-T am rdNring to those' of us who 
WNe fayourcrl with rt copy as I 1·. a>-and 
then come hack here the next clav and do 
justice to it and place before the countrv to 
the fulle't extent the views whid1 \W think 
·hould be brought before its notice· 

::W r. :\>fA X WELL: That was the reaoon. 

Hm.;. W. H. BARNES: I do not know 
\l;.hcther that wa~ the rc:tson. but I do know 
tha.t anvone vvho rAads the StatcnH ::_t c8.r('
fullv \Yill come to the conclusion that it wa.> 
hur~·icd for ~on1L' reason or othr-r. It is not 
a vcrv full Statement. It could be rneparcd 
!n a \-E'ry short tin1o, and it is not in kC'f'p
ing with the StatPm<'nts which the 'f;·c'!l urrr· 
hqs bc0n in th0 habit of presenting to ns. 
\<Ye differ in politice-hon. nwmbor' nhn•' 
know \Y.herE' to gPt EH~--neverthelcs~ "\\ r: shnnlc1 
haYP had a Statement which would rln Ci'<'clit 
t'l Qucen,land at this puticular jundure. 
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\Yhat is the StatPrncnt! Yon go throni{h 
it. and you find that it is YPry largely dC>Yoid 
of meat for tho pc'ople of Quccn,lanu. 

:\Ir. CAUTER: Why talk about it? 

Hox. vY. H. BAR:\"ES: Are WC to S('l' 

tncat ihings facing QuPcnsland and not talk 
c bout them? I shall show step by etnp rhat 
the• GoYcrnn1rnt lHtYP been cons1sicnt in onlv 
one th1ng-that if>, jn being sn absolutelY 
spenut.hrift Government. I shall procc0d to 
"how by facts which cannot be disputed that 
thev .are such a Government. Let ns hark 
bac'k to the time ,. hen the" co,mc into office. 
\Yhat eloqncn<'e >Yns displayed by tlw Scr 
rct:ar. · for Public Lands then ! 

The SECRETARY FOR Pr·BLlC LAxns : 
forg-Dttcn it. It is so long Dgo. 

hav<> 

Ho;;. ',V. H. BAR:\fES: Or cmn" tbnrp 
".re things we wonld all likP to hC' ]Jurird 
iu the past 1nu forvotten. I will tell the 
bon. rrcntlernan what he ~aid. though. jl{_J.·

haps Jt would be < onvcnient, in the light of 
<-':.n exiEting- statcrnent, to bury what wa..; 
said in 1915. 

The SECHF:TARY FOH PuBLIC L.\);!lH: SurPh-
1he hon. gcnt1C'nlan clocs nut keep thcH' stat~
Hlcnb'( 

Ho);. W H. lL\R:\'ES: Ye<; they '··,er 
l'xtraordinn,:ry statcnH~uL. and I kept th~.._ ·1. 

\Yould net tlw GoYernment now like to haYc 
a bonfire and do \Yith ihf'·Je stateJllC'Jlt·- \'-:hat 
the:. do ith ihc ballot-p qwrs aftt'r an 
{_']cctlon, v,·hen thr·y get an order fro1n thi:-; 
I-Iouse to ha Ye thcrn burllt'd: )::" ou ('alllJnt 
burn the.::c. I an1 ·.-uing 1 o qnotL~ ~on1e of 
the statement", and I cun sure the·, \\·ill hL' 
'>cry i11con,·cnirnt to hon. n1en1bcr:-; "oppo~itc. 
\\'in· were the GoYernment elected to office; 
It Y;"as because of tht> cTv of PXtH'Inf' tax:-. t\011 
illH.-l high cost of liYing·. The pcoplt \Y0rL' 

p1·on1iscd cheap food; , tlH" \Htnted c·hcap 
food. That cheap food is still in tlw di.'· 
t~nce. It is jmt the' bunch of carruls that 
is still being held out to the country. 

The S>:CRETAHY rou PuBLIC L.\XDS : Did """ 
f:'"Ct those ('arrots fro.Ln thQ hon. gcntle1uan 

Ho~. W. H. BAR:c\ES: Xo. The carrots 
\\'(~ handed o\·er rcprr ,,entcd sound govrrn
mcnt. Look at lhc f'orr.r UH>j.~ that Oucens~ 
land has got into financially since thP Labour 
party can1L into office in 1915. There are 
hon. rncrnbcrs sitting on the Govcrnrrwnt 
benches who are doiug their ver.;- utmon tn 
~trungle IJ\rory conuncrcia.l venture in Qucem:;
lnnd to-day What is happening'! Take th0 
::1nswer that was giYen to-day to a question 
ac.ked by tho hou. nwmber for Nanango. 
fiaying adYanced £10,000 with regard lo a 
pool that was formed, they must be· in a 
position to know what is happening in cou
llcction with that pool; yet there is nothi11~ 
forthcoming. aud we arc told to "ait. \Ye 
are told that comething will turn Uc1. \Yhut 
is the position? I say deliberatel:· to-day 
that the (i-ovc~·nmcnt have created a corn
bine. I thought the_1' were up against all 
combines! \Yhat is the position of manv of 
the poor unfortunate egg producers? I 'will 
tell the Committee. 

lion. J. G. APPEL: The GoYernment are 
1naking criminals of them. 

IIox. W li. BARNES: I am not going; 
t,, rcf0r to a case that is pending. They 
"'\·ere receiving lOd. per dozen vvhen they 
<·ould have received ls. 2d. per dozen else
wlwro, rrnu they were told to wait until a 

<jistr1butiou rook pb( c I r11ake 1he atC'~ 
nlC'nt clPlil-~''raH_·l·- to--daY Uwt ll' of the 
-:nall n1en lu:tYl· 'r!·acticr~lly l.Jl'C'll into 
a 111ns1 deplorablt• lJO'~ition. This ll'Jt a 
LtH~·hing llHtlt''l ; I arn clealu1g Vi thi." 
nwttPr ~.r·l·i'-}U:-lY. 1 f n1cn ~Ht... bt>ing- driYt n 
out of the inlh;sn;·. 1 hen the pool } acting 
w th0 dc·,rimcni of QucPmbnr1. and, if the 
report is true that it is costing 6~d. pcl' 
~lozc'n to o-cll throug·h tho pool. 
then ii is tinw tiw joll~, 
,. ipecl out and done' rt"\Va•- \vitlt, 
i~> smnet.hing that '··hould not be cxi~tin~:. 
l1cre if~ a GoYC>rnrne·nt who hay·· hr:d 1n do 

ith corr1bitH' This blue pclper Trill tPll 
P~ . ...:onlethinrr abnut ilH' stat. of inc.hntn. 
I:; C:lueens!a1;d going to thriYc on com binf' ·~ 
'lfle Gon:-rnn1Pnt lw\·o said thc.:_t t 1f'\' a!·e 
n.gain:-:.t co·nLjp,- TlH~y 6trLrted Statr• ,t nh'l'
j-:,risc.-: to p:...:t at peouJc \vho, they said, \\·en' 
c·rcating cr_)1nbi1w~; yet-and this is tht' point 
I W[Jnt, the' Con·!nittcl' to noticP-\\'i1lt th<' 
L'xistcncc nf ~~tate Produce' ~\g·,_.L ... t roH-
1rollrd hv tlw GoYor:nrlent-:a~ t c:tt1-.;:.ide 
{;Ontrol-tiJcH, erl'ttteJ. an -:O'o· pool t.o cntel' 
into ('Olnpl·iition ~. ith C1ei; ow~1 bu lnp~·~. 
I could hn n' lillclt'r~tood ihe GoyernnlPJ!l 
lPanir:g toW<ll'd"' (·otdLlnc-, after thr 'rrcaslll'('l" 
returned from rh"• old couutl'\', but I 
und.Prstand it.~ acriolls bcfor'C:1and \Vi, itS-
policy. 

The THt:ASL'REV: }:'" ou could 11ot unc~cr~ tnd 
it being donP lwforP Ill> tinw 't 

IIm:. \V. H. IU.U:c\ES: The Trea.,lmT ha, 
:nr:.dP ~ornc .-1mner ,fltdts. ancl ,.-vhcu a n1an takes 
to ''0llH'I'::UU1ting, you Y1CV(1 T <..Ull tl'Jl when: 
he is going to land. (LaughL r.) I \Lint to 
..::,hov~· that the GnY('l'lln:rnt nr0 a Gnvcnn11("llt 
of absolutelY broken promise-~. They hc11·o 
ab.soJut0ly broke~t PY('r:v prorni~·~ th~'~' r11ade 
\Yhen they canH' into llOW'f'l', and they bavc 
had to rcpudiat0 tho·;,e pr01nisc8 and adopt 
another cour·,p \Yhi('h c Tlainl,,, 1Yas not in 
accordance with the policy they laid down 
before the countrY when they >Ycrc returned. 

I must refer to :-;onL' things which hayc 
happenPd. I fUll bound to fL·fcr again to 
that famous parnphld. of which no donbt. 
Mr. Pollock. you haYe a copy among your 
treasures. That pamphlet was prepat·Nl by 
the Tr0asurPr and Mr. Fibdly, and in it 
tlwv told u~ that " Finance is the tc"'t of 
goyt>nunent .. , Just look at. the position a:'\ it 
rcaJly is. J f ·· firtaJICP is the test o; govern
ment," then the Government have failed ab,o
lutely, because wlwn they came into office the 
total amount of taxation-and there '<'.as then 
no land tax-amounted to £954.000. If hm1. 
nu~mbers care to talc:> the trouble to look up 
the Financial Statement tabl"d lasr vca,-, 
they will find t>,at. in the previon., ·year 
£3.600,000 "as t akPn from the pockets of t lw 
people Df Quccn,Jand. This is the Go,·crn
mcnt who said that there should bP no 
increase in taxation and tha.t there should be 
something ·done in the way of reducing it. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The:,: wcre nut the 
GoYcrnm nt ,y]" !l they said that. 

Ho~. \Y. 1!. BAH:\fES: 'I'lw Govnr;!lncnt 
han' cxploit<'d tlw people in evel'} pan[cnla'' 
direction. 

:\f.o Financial Statcment has ever !JP,'!l 

placed bdoro ihis House which has l:ecn su 
unsa1 isfactor~7 fl"om a financial point of YiLn.v 

as the one tabl<'d to-·1ay. I ,,-ill prov. my 
.'tatenwnt rig-ht up to thP hilt. When the 
GoYcrnrriCnt cm:nc into office notwithstundi11g 
their protcstatiom anu the reference macl<' h}· 

Hon. 1Y. H. Barnes.J 
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tlw Treasur r in 1915, they had £2,100.000 
ldt in 1he Trca,urv. What was the position 
on 30th June last, as shown by the TreaslU'' r? 

Tht· TRE.~'~'URER: You say you left 
£2.100,000 in the Treasury? 

IIox. W. H. :RARNES: Ye .. 
The TREASURbR: And vel YOU withhold 

from dlO Government em]iloyec:, th2 .£10,000 
that \\Duld havp gi-ven thcru their £10 
incrC'a:-;e::"'! 

BARi'\ES : If the 'l'roasnror 
cares to the trouble to turn up the 
rc<"orrl:", ~('e that it was the Govern-
nlcnt of l was a n1e1nber that 1nado 
it poc;:· .. iLlc for his Goverurncnt to pay those 
incrPtB -•s. 1 ~ ... P hun. gentlen1an is only tr.5 ing 
to :"ide-tr._:_c·k nu_·. lfo ha~ statt•d that an 
Pxpt·mliture of £2.100,000 aumwll v on loan 
workE< i' too littlL What a sorry 'spectacle! 
At thP 1 :1d of June the Loan Account showed 
.£972.325. 'fh Treasurer cannot deny it. 

Tlw TRnScRER : I do deny it. The ho11. 
n1en1ber i"~ c,ntirely ,vrong. The I .. oan 
.-\ccount Yli a,s very much more than that. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: 'The Trca-urer 
said that thu Trust Account ''as £890,000, 
and, if you add to that the £810,000 and 
the £872,325, you got the total amount of 
loan 1non.ey. 

The TREASFRER : No , you r;·ct the cash 
balance-not thr total amount. 

Ho:>". \\'. II. BARNES: Well, the cash 
halanc :· Y cc, t after vear the Treasurer 
deliberately carri('d O\~er the ;.eficiencies 
imtcad of dealing· with them from time to 
time. Thoe:; deficiencies arc included in 
the £810,000 to which I have referred. 

The TREASFRER: Does the hon. member 
still say that wecs the loan balanc•. ? 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES': At anv rate the 
·cash bala.nce •:,·a., £972,000 odd. The Trea
surer Paid that 'vas the position. Provision 
had to be made out of. the loan money. 

Tht' TREAST:RER: The same thing existed 
under your GovE:nHnent. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: It did not. Hon. 
n1ombers will notiee how the hon. gentlcn1an 
~idctracks again. 

The TREASURER: I did nor mix up the 
cash balancu with the loan fund. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle· 
man told us that he had to take the amount 
out of 1'lu; !oa•t money? \Vhy? I would 
not be a bit surprised if his b"nker, said 
that money was tight and asked him to 
rdie;-e them uf the existing o;-erdraft. It 
is a. ~urry thing for the Treasurer, who has 
increased ox1,enditure to such an alanning 
extent since he took office. to find himself 
in his present position. I Y·enture to sa~c 
that. if hon. members went throughout Aus
tralia, excluding" Tasmania, they could not 
find any other Government in such a 
dilemma. Vv'hy are we in such a dilemma? 

The SBCRETARY FOR PUBLIC L.\XDS: At the 
last Lo:m Council Conf-erence everybody 
there tried to make out that his State was 
1-.:orse o1f than \VO were. 

HoN. W. H BARNES: I am quite sure 
that they did not succeed in doing so, 
though thev might have made the attempt 
in order t.' g. t the money they desired. 
The Secretary for Public Lands will have 
an opportunitg to tell us how he stood. 

Th"' SECRE1'ARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: H-o 
succeeded all right. 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle
man will be able to prove that, possibly, 
when he has a say after me, because he Y as 
Acting Treasurer at the tirnc. I have here 
a Yery interesting paper, and I shall qurJte 
from page 13 of this paper. Very be"utiful 
sentiments aro expressed b:,~ the Troasnrer in 
the year 1915-I am not now dealing with 
the £810,000--

" And the Government hoLds the view 
that all exponditqre for services and 
administration, interht and public debt, 
payment for sinking fund and non
productive work should be made, so far 
as i 3 praC;ticable, out of revenuo of the 
vear in which it occurred, and that it 
;Yould be unwise to pass on a deficit 
obligation to add to the burden of future 
yeD rs. It is therefore proposed to meet 
tht• shortage in certain directions." 

The TuEASURER: Hear, hear! Very wise 
sentiments ! 

Hox. \V. H. BARI'\ES: The hon. gentle
man has fallen from graoo. Those sentiments 
have not be~n carried out. I wonder how 
he faced the English financiers before he 
came tu heel? Did ho get out by a back 
door? 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: 1'\o, he recanted. 

'HoN. \Y. H. BARJ\ES: Dealing with the 
Financial State1nent again, .and taking the 
Trust Fund, I want to point out to. the Com
rnittee how \'VC have gone back In t\velvc 
months. Here we find a debit of £889.797. 
It is dmost incredible that we should have 
gone back in this way. It will be known 
that in 1922-1923 we had a debrt balance m 
the Trust Fund of £34,974--

[At 3.55 p.m.] 

The CHAIRJI.V\.N: Order! In the 
absence of all of the Temporary Chairmen, 
I call upon the hon. member for Port Curtis 
to take the Chair. 

JI.Ir. CARTER (Port Curtix) thereupon 
reli-t·\·od the Chairman in the chair. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I would like to 
congratulate you, Mr. Cart-er, on getting 
into the chair, and it may be. wrth all duo 
respect, that my course may be a little 
easier. (Laughter.) 

The TREAS1;RER: I hope you do not intend 
to cast anv reflection on the Chairman. 
(Laughter.) 

0 

Hox. W. H. BARKES: ?\ot at all, Mr. 
Garter. I ·was referring, of course, to your~ 
self, sitting in your usual place in thr• 
Comjllitteo. (Renewed laughter.) In 1922-?3 
the Tmst Fund debit was £34,974, whrle m 
1923-24 the debit was £889,797. Look at it
£854,823 gono to the bad in twelve months 
in connection with the Trust Funds, and the 
Treasurer ha.s to admit it ! 

The TREAST:RER : As a commercial man, do 
you say we haYe gone to the bad to that 
extent? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I have subtracted 
the balance in 1922-23 from the balance in 
1923-24. and I know ichero is a. difference of 
£854,823. 

The 'fREAScRER: Does not th<' hon. me,nbcr 
know that the c0tton credits were not included 
in the account or the sugar proceeds? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: They sa.y the way 
tv a certain place is pnYcd in a certain 'va:y~ 
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and I am sure the hon. gentleman's ''"ay out 
i paved in a certain way. 

The TREASURER: I thonght the hon. member 
was a straight business man. (Laughter.) 

Hox. W. H. BAR~ES: Of course, I am a 
straight business man. (Laughter.) 

The TREASGRER: That is why I pnt the 
question to t'w hon. member. Is it a fair 
thing to assutne that, because tht~re is a 
difference of £854,823 in the debit balance 
that indicates a drift to the brtd? 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES: I rtm quite pre
pared to admit that thBre may be asset·· 
representing that amount, but the Treasurer 
has said very little about the assets. He 
certainly made ;;ome reference to cotton pay
ments. But, if you notice, every possible 
~ ve_nue has been scarchPd to get money, and 
1t 1s amusing to me how the Government 
have got any at all. 

This loads to another Yery important 
matter. A0"ording to the figures which have 
been given hl us. our public debt now is 
£90,138,352. Might I refer again to that 
famous document in which reference was 
made to a debt of £56,000,000? :My, have 
they not been " J ohnny \V alkers going 
strong" themsel VC"·· since then? 

ThB TREASURER: \Vhat do vou know about 
"Johnny ·walker"? (Laugl1ter.) 

Ho~. W. H. BAR;\fES: I have seen the ad
vertisements, and I know there is a reference 
on them to "Johnny \Valker going strong." 
To have increased the loan indebtedness bv 
£33,000,000 in nine years is pretty strong, i's 
it not? If it had been done b,- members on 
this side, ,.-bother they be Liberah, Countrv 
party, or Nationalists, it would haYc been 
said that it was in accordance with their 
traditimts, because we haYe always believed 
in reasonably spending loan money. But 
here a Government that came into office on 
one cry find tha.t they haYe gone back w·ry 
badly. 

At 3.58 p.m., 

The CHAIR>IA~ resumed the chair. 

Ho~. vV. H. BARNES: I was vcrv much 
amused at the statement that there were sub
stantial savings in the IVories and Lands 
Departments. I shaH show later on that it is 
a singular thing that every time the Govern
ment want to sayo n1oney they have always 
gone to the \Y orks Department. T.ha t depart
ment. which mBaDs Pmploymcnt for people 
outside, they assail straight awa3. Hero we 
are told-

" There W<'re substantial savings in the 
\Vorks and Lands Departments. amount
ing to £126,000 and £517,000 respec
tively." 

I should have thought that. if there wore two 
departments that wanted care, v·atrhfulne··s 
and 'helpfulness, it would have been these: 
but apparently this socialistic G ovcrnmcnt, 
who aro <>upposed to be everlastingly looking 
after the worker, have said that the first 
thing they can do is to attack the empJo,·ce 
by n•ducing the expenditure in the Works 
Department, and it >\DS a poor thing at the 
Yery best. 

[4 p.m.] 

Then there is a very great deal said about 
the short term loan. I will repeat vvhat I 
said in the debate on tho Address in Roplv 
-that it would have been fatal to Queen~-

land if the Tn'asun~r had not rnade arrange
rnents for the rene\Yal of the loans. ~\o ont: 
'"\·ho take:::: a wide and in1partial vi~~w of the 
intcrcBts of Quoe11sland vYould -think dJdt the 
Treasurer should ha.ve got on the high horse 
and said, " I am not gDing to bo converted.'·' 
It would 11cvcr have done for him to han' 
said that, because, if he h~d !.ack tc 
Queensbnd without arranging for r0newal 
of the rnaturing loans, it \\;.Jnld ha.\·e been 
disastrous to Queensland_ The 'Tn tsurct· 
savs in his Statc,ment that tl:le rene\v d is for 
fi;e years because it is antici~)atcd ~h(tt tht~ 
conditions will be better later ,m_ 

The rfREASCRER: Surcl'"; thr_ hon. 1Et~lllbf'l~ 
does not objert to that? · 

HoK. W. H. BAR.NES; I r:Ly differ 
from the Treasurer politicallcc·, but I 'vould 
neyer differ from him "·ith regard to his 
ability. 1 am not a public man who cannot 
recognise the ability of the hon. gentleman. 

The TREASl:RER: The hon. member cast a 
reflection upon the accurctcy of my statement. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: 1'.10- su.,picion is 
that the people at the othe1· end said, " We 
want to prove your faith by your \Yorks." 

Tho THEASCREH: You must accept my 
statement. 

HoN. iY. H. BARNES: Uf c.Ju.rw I must 
accept the Treasurer's statement. 

The TREASL'RER : As I mentioned in the 
Financial Statement, 
recommended b2 our 

lioK. \Y. Il. B"\RNES: I iiucept hon. 
gcntlen1an's statement, but a 
~1vould conclude that it was .ono the n1eans 
adopted to bring the Tr{ ,surer into line. 
\Yhat has been the effect of :-he expenditure 
of our loan 1nonev? 'The cx;Jenditure of loan 
mono:!' is all right if it i:; in the proper 
direction. but our loan mone.'· s have not been 
''xpendod in tnc proper direction in the 
rnain. There is a very intcrc,ting paragraph 
in the Treasurer's Financial 8taterncnt n1ade 
in 1915. 

The TREASCRER: Do you store up my past 
Financial Statcn1ents? 

Hox. W. H. BAR~ES: l have copies of 
them here, and, if I am not riristaken, I 
think it was tlw hon. gentleman who did 
mo the courtesy of supplying me with them. 
(Laughter.) I Yaluc them just a, I yalue 
oome of the cartDons of myself in the 
"·worker." (Laughter.) This ;._ what the 
Treasurer said in 1915-

" The Government linds that the fish 
supply to the public is in a most unsatis
factory condition in the metropolitan 
area and the larger towns. It is our 
intention to enter into this business and 
place it on a. thoroughly sound hating. 

"I-Ionourab1e :vrcn1bers: I-Iear, hear;·· 

I do not know whether the hon. member 
for Bowen said " fipar, hear !" to this-

" The TREASURER : Delivery of the 
catch will be taken direct from the fisher
rrwn, and, if practicablP, wo will intro
duce trawlers into the industry. Proper 
proyision will be made for expeditious 
marketing and distribution. 

" V nder this scheme it is believ-ed 
that this wholesome foc-d, which is now 
denied to many people, will be made 
available to all, and that the existing 
practice of dumping good fish into thh 

Hon. W. H. Barnes. J 
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,. 'a, when there is a temporary glut in 
iho market, will be entirely abolished." 

The TREAST.:RER: What is wrong with It? 

lloN. vV. H. J3ARNES · The only thing is 
that the fish trawler has gone by tho board. 

The TR£ASURER: We had to do awa·, witn 
the in~<tnitar_r markets in existen<'e under 
~-cur Govcrnrnent. 

1-lo;;. IV. H. BAIU\ES: Th• hou. g-<'utlcman 
wants to knO\\ what i:" vvrong 1vith it. I 
wan+ to. kno"'>' what iB -..vrong vvith the poor 
tra·.yJer, which "'as sold for about half its 
co.st? vYlwrc is the fish that we v. <'re g-oing 
to gTt so rheap? This i~ oue of the things 
into ·.hieh rnoncv \\a~ which ha~> Lel'Il 
lost by the PtatC. In ' interests. of the 
i-'dvnnr;cnlCnt of Qu_e~n-:land, that Dl·Onoy 
ruuJd hav<' heed sp('nt YL'rv nuLh h '1 tPt in 
raihvaT construction. · 

ThC' Treasurer :no doubt will turn round 
and ~ay, "\Vo sp0nt ever ~o n1uch rnore than 
von did." In 1914-1915, I find th<' loan 
0xpcndlhll'f' on railw.ty.:; ,,~.·as ,£1,739,156, and 
in 1923-1924 the corre,porHling ·cxpPnditurc 
".'" £2.318.205. Hon. n"'rnber·s ''ill notice 
that. although thf' co~.:t of rnatc,rial a1Hl other 
1 hin~ . .t:" has advancPd con~idt•rabh7 • the amount 
"'pent last n'ar wns onh £500,GvJ n!o:·e than 
in thE~ last ypar of th~· ·JJc•nJ1n 111 GnYPl'lJHll!nt. 
If ,orne of this monev which has lJecn put 
into these cloubtful entPrprises lLcl bLdl used 
in }wiping- t.he devC>lopmcnt of Qm'P!•,lancl. 
1t \\·ould have 1)ppu a gr{·~"t deal better for 
i ln: St•t·_'. 

Th"' n let us look at thP net rctnrn from 
tl1·· Haihvu.v Dopar1.mc,lt. Sonwo1w will ~ay 
thnt I believe in ::;;woating people. I do not. 
nor .loc-.. any man on thi~ ~idP uf thP I-lousL'. 

(lPPDliTION 1VlE::\IBER'··: }]ear, hear~ 

HoN. vV. H. BARNES: I bdicn' that men 
~·,hotd{1 g_ t a fair rctnrn for their labour. 

~Jr. C'OLLINS: Six shilling:; a day! 

Ho;;. \Y. H. BAHNES: I do not km w 
what the wag-e was in 1914-1915. bnt the 
chances arc that. "..-hatPYC'r it \Yas, the cost 
of living then was onlv half what it i now. 
The llet r0turn from th-;, Railwav Department 
in 1914-15 was £1.379.355. ·whereas the 
return in 1923-1924 was onlv £W3.9C4. and ii 
~-on take prcvlou:;; years, ):ou \Yi1l iind that 
tlw 1wt return v. as '" low as £~90.COO. It 
cannot be said that the Railway Department 
ha·,, been brought into this cJrHlition bv 
rf'a·;oa of rcduc .,d frPighh. I arn going; to 
;;ho\Y that ihi~ Govcrnrnent canH.: into office 
increasing freights. and the YPJ'V last thing 
they havp done has boon to impose another 
increase in frPig-hts. At- CYCl'Y turn the,_.,. 
i11crNiSO ra ihva:v frci g-hts. T n ln·oof of my 
"<tatcmPnt, I f'rnd. on page 16 of the Financial 
Stntcmont for 1915, the following· para-
g-raph:- . 

" r:i_lhcrc has been a r0vi~iou of the rates 
f·hargcd fo.:.· the ("arriagP of par-c0ls; and. 
a revision .Jf fr-right:", Yarying fron1 2~ 
prr ,..:_,ent. to 10 per cont. on prcYion~ rates, 
on WO{)], produce, coal and coke, rllincrals 
general mcrC'handise, and on other goolls ( 
and from 5 per c,•nt. to 20 110r cent. on 
Jiy,, sUJck alld log timber, the rate,, for 
'"hich havt bc,•n <"<coptionally low. In 
rt"•vising tho freights, due consideration 
l!as bc,"n given to poop le resi cling in the 
intt~rior. ThP maxi!nunJ rates on mer
eh m disc sent to the \.YPst \Yill lw the same 
"" heretofore, a.nd rcbat ·s IYil! still be 
allo·-;pd on goods sent !ono- dista11ccs from 
d11:~ Tai1v\·a,·, -lines.'' o 

l Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

As I -.a this Government came into office 
itv·rcasing frPigh1s and fares, and only. r,·
ct>ntly tlH~ sarno thing has been donp aga1n~ 
donl' by a Goyprrnncnt supposr>d to be liberal 
in pv·rv rcspPct! In 1914-1915 the charg·p 
irr1poserl. by thP l{ailwav Df'partmPnt Oil 
rOYenne W~S 3. 72 per cent.; in 1923-1924 it 
had increased to 1618 per cent. 

Earlier rhis afternoon I stated th:.ti I \\'Onld 
r'rOYt' that the Governn1ent had JJOt put an7 
H\OJH'V into conc!•rn;J that had b('t'll he!pful 
1o the worker. I loww that tl.Pre hue been 
~~ ll the nccPssary padding in Financial 
Statements and public utterances, but. tlw 
Uovcrnment ha \'C not put 111oney into tho ,i' 
things which would help the workPr. T;,.kP. 
if you will, the workers' dv't'llillg'"'· I sup
r)ose tlla-t CYery hon. llH)lnber in th]~ Con[
illittec will admit that the cost of building in 
1014-15 w.1s Yen wuch less than it is to-cla.'. 
Jn 1914 those 11;ho had to do with lc;:rislntio:r 
dealing \Vith the erection of worker-~' chvell
ings spent £453.808. One would lnve thought 
that with the Pxtra cost of building and 
with the increased population-all must admit 
that there has been an incrcasn iu population 
"--thP figur._, to-cL~t:- 'vould be vcr.-,· ntuch 
l)igger. 

The THUSl.'HER interjected. 

Hox. \Y. H. B~-\RNES: If the Trn Lll'<'t' 

rose to tiH' cccasion. he would knovv th . .J, 
instead of our populution being 1vh~tt it is 
1n-Ja~-.,. (t vvould have bc~~n 1nuch greater 
if he had gin~n any cncou·rJ.gcnH~llt- in that 
~in'ction. How can a countn- like this. 
with all its territory, OYOY' pro~pcr unlc"~ it 
i;c,s an increased population'! In 1923-24 tlw 
u.tal expcEdcd 011 v;orkers' (hyo]liugs \Yas 

£495,282. 

.:.Ir. FAHB.ELL: 1-Iovv- ntw..:h was spent on 
~,~-orkcrs' homP"\ ·: 

Ho:s. W. H. B~\RNES: The sum of 
£137,451 \\as spent on v;orkcTs, horne~. 1.'ht
snm of £453,808 expended in 1914-15 ,,-ould 
l'cprcsent considcrubl? nw·rc Yaluc than the 
sum of £496,282 spent in later years. If 
d~e hon. n.:.einber will turn up my lH'CYion·:.• 
spc 'eh, he will see that I quoted freely to 
slww that the \Vorkers' DwP!lint;,; Bru!lch 
,-.'as being acllninistcrcd h.~7 a G-ovL'rn:nent 
which did not belie ·c in them. 

:iir. KEHR: The people want nothiug clst•. 

Hox. \Y. H. B.ARXES. The Unn:rnment 
do not Ldic·;e in thcrn be:--~ause it is against 
1 heir po liey. 

~\Ir. FAHRELL: We spent £137, ;51 on 
1Yorkers' hornes. 

Hox. \Y. li BARXES: T·hat is the milk 
in the cocoanut. Thev do not believe in 
v,rorkc1 ,,, eh"< ellings. and they sidetrack the 
>'.'orkcrs cm to a leasehold tenure. 

:iir. F.umELL: Did vour Goyernmcnt CYCl' 

h1ild 1,000 homes in ;ne year'! 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Tlw cYiLl nee is 
snch that iL will knock out complct.ciy any 
inquiries the hon. gentleman 1nay rnakc. 

::,rr. FAHRELL: Did vour GoYcr11rnent {~Yer 
Luild 1,000 homes in 'one year! 

Hox. W. H. BARXES: 'l'here were 110 

- ·orkers' homes during the tinw I "·as ltl 

eflict>. 
::\lr. FARHELL: Did vour GoYC'rlllllCLt e\-,_.l.. 

build 1,000 honws in one year '! 

:\Ir. KrxG: Yes-1.465 in one ye~r. 
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Hox. \\-. H. BAR~\IES: Tit<• pr: 'cnt Go
vernment claims to be the fri,nds af the 
farml·r~. and they ban~ b0c11 dninrr all thp~.' 
po::;:--ibly t ,lll to a'nglc for the ( 'onn7r,. part:-:. 
\Y1Htt j::.; 1h(' position: \cC'{)rdiug to thr
Trf'nc·un·r·, Table< for 1914-15. the .• um of 
£332.793 had been adyuuced by ill'CYint· 
UnYPrnnt('nts to :-3Citlc!-·;;:, and in 1920-2._·~ the 
adYancr- to ~.ettltws \\~a~ onlv £412,697. L"nder 
1his Coyc•rnn1cnt there haS not been tht• pro
f.:T<•:-;;:;, aud .1dvancc in ':\ettlernent that- thPre 
( 1ugbt tu .1a ve ber-ll. Dp·'aking· as <1 

>l'l1ti'ttin• l;f vvhat rnuv bl• call~d 
(·onntr~.· ( I ~hold thn.t, 
Ln YP :-it._-: il'nH'nt the count Y. 

FlP 
l9Ql, 
1910 
191_1 
1'!12 
1012 
19:~ 

1915 

be ·,-hat it aug·ht to be. 
rule bN '"een 1908 ar I 
, '-"Upat1on wa:--

..:\(']'{':-;. 

285.000.080 
305.000.00n 
31:-l nltO,t-OG 
332.UCI,r!00 
3\3, ,, 10 000 
34o.0d0.000 
353.001,00u 
3. \JGO.OCO 

'The flgnn :-- ur:.d-·_ r Labour rull' arr•-

19lo 
1917 
1913 
1919 
192:! 
1921 
1922 

~\cn-:-,. 

353,0--•J.uf] 
3 ,•7.000,000 
322.000,0CO 
352.000,000 
351,000.000 
=~2.00J,Q,•') 
328.001 .000 

.\ ?omparison af the two periods will show 
~t ttPc•r.:·asP n:1d0r thl' Lahour~Sceialistlc rulf' 
of 32.0JO,OGO acrC'~. rrhat is ~ltrt>lv u1:.J.;_i,:•,. 
]Jrngn•:-;..; hac·~war~l:'. Then" 1~ ~onLthiu~ 
\Yroug whr•IJ that tal.u~s place. 

.~!Ut f~r _a r ~llOltlellt _to rcfpr to page 22 o( 
tlw l• JmtmH\1 lables la1d on the tab],, of ilw 
I1oust' 1-r. th Tn .t:--urer thi:-:; mor11ino· to 
..o:ho-.;·· 'i:·lw1 rhP monP;;.~ goe~. I not~ an 
f'"'\:IH'l1di7 1.rt' f! ,)111 tht• TIT_3t Funds for 1923-
l92c; of £1.0J5.833 in 'onnPctivn ,-ith St ,tp 
Pllt01') n·l~( ::. That j~ vvhr•re r ht' monc•y lw::' 
ht'f'll p:olll.l~-tn thf'~(' thing~ which h~tY(; bePli 

a "'\\hJ1(' r'!~'lJhrnn: VYhcn_ the• nw11 .'mploy(_~d 
on tlw ;·a1hva~, con::;;.truction \Yor.k:..-. are -di:'· 
n1it~s-:>d. 'sheu th?se requesting railways are 
told t:lL,t then! 13 no 111011 ,Y f(·t· their cou
"iruciwn. and when the local a.uthorities 
arp told whr~n r· 1 ki11g a..nplir . ..,tlon~ for loan-, 
1-~lHt tlw Loan Acr.ount ~is f'Xhauf-itcd tb.>·, 
han' R ri;:rhr to put that fact dO\\ll t(1. Stat~' 

Tlw:: ftre the fariors which an• 
it in1pos~ible for lll('U to get bread 

nnd lnnt.Pr to-daY. 

()Ppo,.;rnox :YlniBERs: llear, hear~ 

)Ir. C'C'LU~S: Do YOU sav tl~t:t morp men 
\Y.nul-d r~)f' cmpl~)_VPd. by ];ri\·;·tt..' enterpr}::;n 
on th~> ;--;,tatc stahons than t h0re <:'i n• t'lilplo.> pd 
io-clv.--

11ox. \\- I:I. BAR:\ES: 1 aru not. arguin~· 
on t,hn"f' _ lVIy kno\-,~ledgP of statio11s i::i 
not Jarg..:: and 1f I Ycntured a11 opinion, you, 
at lfast, Mr. Pollork, would know whethPf 
1t \"> ::orrect or not. I .do :-a~ .. hcv~ :ver, 
that mone:,· that was use-d for th• purchrbr 
of S+~·tc ::;tation"~ could have been ll5Cd l110l.'C 

<l(h·ant:•geously in another din ctio11. 

:VIr. Mn:wnL: The TrPasurer him,clf said 
},, eould have used it better. 
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IIm:. W. H. BAR='IES: I made some refer· 
Pl1{' to thP mannl'r ln which tlw J)ep.utn1ent 
of Public \Vorks was being treated. In 1914-
1915 the dcpartiTIClJt :;;p0nt~frorn rcvcnuP, not 
from lmn'--£190,438: and in 1923-192-~ £99,931 
--a shortag-e of nearly £100,0CO in a pL•riod 
of about tc~n ."'·car:-:. 

Th. TRHOiliHER: Y :JLl "<'r·· Yer--· w,tstciul 
in those da~Ys. 

Hox. \Y. H. l3AR='IEf': Fanc'- the Tru 
'lll'l'r~the mo;t v. c.stoful Trc .sm:n that has 
t Yf'l' :;;at on thl' front bcnchl'B-~-talking ahou':. 
•. 1 tl'Lduf · ~ 

0PPOSlTIOX :}lt::\IIL RS: Ilear, hear! 

Box. \Y. H. BAR:\ES: Thcr' are two < r 
1 hre"-' "'.'ay~ in -..vhich I rnighL rernind th 
hon. gPntl(~l11al1 about \Va,tPfuluc<'. I knov .. · 

1:1 gentlc•n1an \vas rt~allcd frorn the position of 
AguH-GPu ral in the old country, tu:d \\f' 

JH'\"PJ' kllt'Y. thP reu~on ·of it. I also knov\' 
ano~hcr g'l'ntlernan ~.dJo \vent there :'.hortl-" 
afterwards and rarnc baek aEJ n1ct th:: TrPn~ 

UJ'C'l' in America. Of coursP. both thl ""'f' 
g·entlcrrcn WPllt for nothing, and yet the ho11. 
o·(•nilPn'an has th·• audaritv to t}now acro~~-; 
~hi::;.('b;Inher :1 ~tatE'tnt'.l t about wa~te~ulncs.:.:;: 
ThP '" a.-:.t.( fulnc:-;s ha~ been with his Govt'l'll· 
mcnt.. l want to put anotlwr factor in that 
J"c~a:::rl b fan) the llouse--and I Dln not iuclud
ing to an extent the Treasurer, LcciHlSP 1 
hold that. jf a Treasun'r goes on a rnif·"'ion 
tq thP olJ countr_. J he has a right to ro in 
<l wa· \Yhich is a credit to his c_ c:::untrv: b·· 
,]wuld not eta' at some back-street hotel. If 
t1tP Go,·crnln~nt 1rill table thP ( x1)cnd1tui·r· 
incurred by it:3 l\Iinisters, th{• Treasurer '\vil1 
sec that his hns been an exceedingly '"astcful 
GoYenllncnt. 

The TRE\Sl'RER: Do you mrtkc that state
mcllt ll·ith the fL11! kH<n~'lc.dg-< of the expen···"·' 
of the hon. memb.r for Alb-.-rt when he mad 
hi:~ offic-ial Yisit. X-orth as llon1c bucretary: 

llox. W. H. 13~\H"\ES: The hon. mcmbPr 
for Albert will ans\' er for himself. 

2\lr. )L\XWELL: The majority of hi; party 
"t·-ere Labour rneu. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I have repeatedly 
suid that my appreciation of the hon. gentle
lnan is very groat. 

Tm1·ards the end of the Fi11ancial Statement 
thoro is a reference to an incrLase in taxa
tion. I notice that the Treasurer proposes 
ctlreadv to raise an additional sum af moneY 
lw i11c.reased taxation. The hon. gontlema;r 
nointed aut last vear that there "ould be 
lw jncreasod taxation. rThe increase is to 
be in the stamp duty imposed upon cheques 
end drafts, the duty being increased fsvm 
1d. to 2d. Previausly there was a remis
sion up ta £2, and it could very well take 
pla('u again. 

The TREASt:REH: It is very difficult ta 
discriminate. 

I-Iox. \Y. H BAR"\ES: It was done before. 
I come n<m- to the Secretary for Pub] ic 
Lands. I am sure we all follawed very 
carefully the speech the hon. gentleman 
delivered on the Address in Rep]~·. when the• 
Gm-crnment were in a tight corner. The 
hon. gentleman made reference ta the fact 
that he did not wunt to go through an 
experience that he had preyiausly gone 
through when Home Secretary, when he had 
had ta find £170,000 for outdaor relief. 
The Treasurer asks far a sum of £70,683, 
but I admit that is under the Unemployed 
\Yorkers Insurance Act~ 

Hon. TV. H. Barnes.] 
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The TREASL:RER: That is an entirely 
different thing. The workers contribute to 
that. 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES: As a matter of 
fact, the Government contrib,lte towards it. 

The TREASURER: Does the hon. member 
criticise that scheme? 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES: I h"ve never at 
any time criticised the scheme. I appreciate 
anything in the direction of preventing unem
ployment. Unemployment is no good to the 
country. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS: I saw 
one of vour hon. n1embers in close association 
recent!}- with that chap O'Driscoll. 

Hm:. W. I-I. BARNES: It was not me 
that the hon. gentleman saw. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Oh, no, 
I am sure the hon. member would not give 
him any encouragement. But it was a mem
ber of your party. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: I have enough 
to do to attend to my own busine'•S, and I 
have nothing to do with what any oth01· 
hon. member may have done. \Vhen the 
Treasurer went to !he Exhibition luncheon 
last week he had a tilt at the banks, and 
I do not think he was as discreet as usual 
"·hc>n he tilted at the banks. 

The Tl!EASL:RER: Didn't you appreciate my 
sentiments'? 

l-IoN. W. H. BARNES: No, because they 
were not accurate. I shall read from the 
Sydney " Morning Herald " of Friday, 15th 
August, to show whether those remarks were 
accurate or not:--

"JYIH. THEODORE'S FALLACIES. 

" Mr. Theodoro is no different from 
the ordinary politician. He wanted to 
explain at the Brisbane show why money 
"as short. Ho blamed, not the poli
tician for borrowing money for State 
works, but the banker for lending too 
much money. J\1r. Theodore quoted 
fi.gurt.::l of advances, which, we n1ay take 
it, had been supplied to him. It would 
perhaps throw some light on the reason 
of his outbreak if the source of his 
information were known. His argu1nents 
arc familiar reading. The figures on 
which Mr. Theodore based his arguments 
are not applicable. He stated that the 
advances of the banks of Australia 
between March, 1923, and March, 1924, 
had increased by £20,000,000. Such an 
increase can only be arrived at if we 
take the figures of the trading banks 
in Australia and New Zealand and the 
Commom,ealth Bank The total included 
under the term advances, for these banks 
for the March quarter of 1923, was 
£296,212,941. for the March quarter of 
1924, £316,342,372. That is how the 
increase of £20,000,000 is arrived at. The 
term ' advances ' includes Government 
and municipal securities held by all 
banks. The proper basis on which to 
found an argument is the advance' of 
the ordinary trading banks of Australia, 
excluding the banks in New Zealand 
and the Commonwealth Bank. In the 
March quarter of 1923 the advances 
made by the ordinary trading banks 
in ~\ustralia amounted to £197,994,984, 
and in the ::Yiarch quarter of 1924._ to 

{Hon. 1Y. H. Barnes. 

£212.446,077. rrhe 'increase was 
£14,451,093. That is a very different total 
to £20 000 000. Nor was Mr. 'Iheodore· 
more hapr;y in the references which he 
made to the objects for which the trading 
banks made advances. Mr. G. J. Cohen, 
at the annual meeting of the Commercia[. 
Banking Company of Sydne:,·, stated 
that all the deposits received by that 
bank from rural industry, lei\s 10 per 
cont. for cash reserve, which was not 
as much to the amount generally used 
as cash reserve, were used as loans on 
rural industrv, and he had no doubt 
that other banks could speak similarly 
It is indeed notorious that tlw bank. 
haYe large advances frozen in the cattle· 
industry of Queensland." 

]-;:; \vas a ta-eil-c:.;:.,;; thing to n1ake an atrack on 
the banks. Let ns be fair! VY,ho ban_~ {lOlH' 

the f-inancing in Quecn~land in <.'ulii!L't'tion 
with wheat' 

The TRFU~CRER: l\ot the t.radi~~s Gn11ks-· 
tho Con1n1on\YL'aith l3nnk under (;o\·~;nuuf'nt: 
guarantee. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: All the· banks han1· 
0ngagcd in this bwsin0 ~s. and, \Vh(~n .lh~ lwn. 
gentlernan is strjking a.t the banks ht~ 1s HOt 

doing that '>ich is going to help th•' tinann•s 
of this country. Everyone n1ust adnnt thttt 
at the present xnornent the finaneiai po:-'itiott 
i.~ acute. 1\lonpy is tight: it is U"L' any 
n1a n getting up and saying L'i not. 
But in striking ai, the bankinr: ,ritutions 
of the State, whom 1\'P want in a i ine of 
crisis to encourage, the TreasurPr cmnrnitted 
a grave error. He had 110 right tu Jo jl. 

The< TREAf:.L"HER: Do vou noJ :,, iJW that I 
have a, lette-r on the sufJject? 

HoN. \Y. H. BAR:NES: I am told t.1tat tlw 
Treasurer has a letter, and I wcnlcl like tG· 
f:C'e that lett-er ou some occasion. 

The TREAS1'l!ER: I will show it to von. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARI\ES: This Uo\>'riHJwut 
'trangled the Slate SaYings Bank of (.lneerh
Lnd, and what is the position? l m.r: havo 
used this varagraph boforo, but 1 ani . goin.g 
to repeat it. The Auditor-General 1n hts 
rq)ort of lrtst yc•rrr, pages 106 anJ 10:1. says
this is not Pxactlv 1.vord for wor-d lw t h(~ 
said, but it is ::t cOrrect sun1rr1ary~-

" Sinct• the datf' of trans.er :Ll 30th 
Septembc'r. 1921, to 30th June, 1923. three 
and t hrce-q uarter years, the~ q na rterl~\ 
increase~ in depositors' balnnt.'L'"' have 
totalled £2,398.737, which, if the· State 
had retained the Savings Bank. rupn'
-sents the increased amount the Htatt~, 
would ha.YP had the use of at 3; per <'Pnt
Instead of this, ho1vevcr, urllkr clans(_' 
10 of thl' agrJement, we recciv~_,d front 
the CornmonweaJth only 70 per ' Ol' 

£1.664,000, for which we give tlw 
n:wnwealth 4 per cent. inscribed i'tock. 
Thus lwrP alone we lose the u-e of 
£734,737 in two and thrc•2-quar,,.,. :··are." 

[4.30 p.tn.] 

Tho THE.\f:.FHER: The hon. memb r Jnust 
not fo1·gct that undel' the S :tvin'2." Ballk 
<.1gre.ernent \Vf' haYP the uso of a la.J·,::., • pro
portton of the money at call. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I know all that. 
The Governn1cnt were in extremis. and had 
lo makC' ::;:orriP· arrangement with the ('orn
monwealth. I challenge the T!'eaourcr tD 
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<~PJl\' tlwt a ,imilar agT('Plilt'llt ,,~as 
io 'the piC'vions Gon•rnnteni and 
down by iLern. 

ofif•n•r1 
turttC'd 

TIJC• Tiu:.\:4t:.H.:R: ?\ot a sin1ilar agn•0nH•1Jt. 

Ho);. W. H. B_'I.RXES: SonH'what oiinilar 
--I have a COllY of it. 

The TR)'\SUHER: A Yaotlv diff,'rellt agrN·-
l:lt·llt. ' 

llol\. IY. H. B.AH?\ES: It was tmnerl 
do-.,vn . by ll". but thP lJrPsont Go, f'rtl lll'td 
"\Vero Ut f'J:fn 111 U5. and had to accept it. 

B(•fon•, l ~it <;Io\nl. I ·~\ant to ~tnnrnarisc> 
what I n,tvr> ~atd tln::; aftPrnoon. TlH' Go
' ('J'llmen1 ~ll'P a •· cotnbine ., Gon_•t·llLlC[!f. 

_.\ GO\'EH~:.\IEXT lVlE-~IBEH: =~0. 

llox. '\". 1!. 13.-\Hl'\ES: ThP\ came i11t•" 
po-wer a::; :1 G?n:rnrnc11r oppo:s;d to e-verv 
form_ ol combmP. Then thev slau~hterecl 
the GoY('l'Unt,cllt Et-•,yings Baul~. but I 11ave 
<dl·cady dw•:i:. upon that. The Yer•.· best 
asset dmt (~ueen-land had thev olaurrhtered 
~ .. \Eel tbrpw, i· on•r to thP Connno~nrcaitl~ 
CoYl~rnr~H'nt.. I <'-l!lnol undprstand a r'Cntle~ 
Juan \nth t!IP k0clu~c~s of thL~ Trcd."'-Urer 
allow1nU,' 1-h::- ll!Ollcy to go fron1 Queensland, 
and, \~hen 1 t came. back, to pay 1 per cent. 
~~~~.re for It: 1 f th1s is buRinC'·'3, the11 I ~av. 
~avu n1.e fron: a ~-orialistic Govcrnrn0~1t thitt 

runs Lustne~::' llt that \Vay." 

~h ·n I S'l)" that this is a Government 
\dllch i; killing enterprisP. Through the 
DepartnH'Ilt of Agricullure rnoro part{cularlv 
th('Y an out t0 kill Qu0cnsland. · 

. 'l'he. Tm:.\Sl:R~R: Yol.! are not ag-tinst the 
( ouncr I of .Ag1 Hmlture '! 

Hox. \Y .. H. K\R.:\'ES: I have -aid 
;\othn\!~- t:gaHlM the Council of Agrjculture. 
ih~' Ccn~{.'l':nment are not pursuino· a polirv 
whwh \nil tend in the direction ~f iwlpin~' 
Q_ueemland. lnn rather one which will b~ 
disastrous to the :State. ThPy arc a GoYPrn
r~lcnt who ;"! n• con','tantly SPcking to b1anw 
tf1·:· otlwr ft>llow. If tltPrf' is anythinr· e-oud 
~1t ·Lh_)('"' not l!Iatter " .. ·hothrr it is thc~ir ~O\Yll 
or not-tlwv _Jump ~t it with both i::ncml>. 
~1nd "!!.'"·.··V\' L' -rhd 1t ., ; but anything that 
J.S obJc·chcnaLIL' they pas; on to the other 
fellow. 

, I say, in corlC'lusion, that th<· hic<torv of this 
~tat0 ::;hows that the Gcvn;·nn1cnt · ~rc> an 
absolutely recklPss Gcn·ernnwnt, and have 
brouglrr _1 he co_nntry into a positiun vvhich i:-, 
Yery s~'rwus. l noticJd a rartoon this aftr'l'~ 
lluon_ .,lll the '· ~.:.ti_lway Advocate,'" sho\x.Tinr
the ll'C):I.SUl'L c Sitting on tbc lap of a bier 
money lender in the old country. I that 
althoug-h thp Gon'rnment have be0n a spend
thnft Gm:0rmnent. tlw TrPasurcr by rloin~ 
('~·rta 1 n. 1 hillg's in the old country in' ronnr~~ 
ti_on w.th the renewal of the loans. did the 
nght tl:nng_ in the i.nter0~t_, of th,,-.:. 1;yorker. 
more partiCu_larly m accepting the loan 
mane,·, and, 1f he had not accepted it. the 
\<"orkcrs \\ould haye been tlw lint to kick 
h1m for 11ot [t('-cpp 1 ing it. I rongratulat'~ the 
Trea~urpr. as I did p!·eviously in regard io 
t h'~a1 mntter. There, i, hope for him. 
(bo,~oJ·nmrnt laughter.)' All I can sav in 
conclmion is that I hope the Premier~ will 
conhnu" to adopt 'ound princinlos ,tnd to 
thro"· off '0ll!C of rhos<' things ,\·hich in th<> 
r~a:-;t ha ,~c l>C'f'.' snch a detriment to OuPflns~ 
land. · · · 

:\Jr. LOGAN (Loclyr r): It is a -rlifficult 
matter to deal \Yith the> Financial Statement. 

It is rather regrettable that w' are f:lCcd 
with ihr: difficulty in re1~ard to tlw money 
rnarkets) as so1nc of our rnost irnportant 
industri-es a>,, going to be dopri\·ecl of .'und' 
which are nc-cossary to enable them to carry 
on operation;, I regret Yery much the rtduc
tion uf the vote of tho Department of _1_gri
C'ultur~. Anv Govern1nent \\'ho do not 
1·ecognis.,~ tlJC~l' obligations in carrying 011 

the agricultural and land settlement in a 
right yyay fail to realise that the. are not 
encouraging the most important indu,;;;tries 
in the> way they should be <>ncourag0d. 
That inclicateo that the Government are 
not looking after this important indnstr? in 
the mann<~r they should. I had the nrivi
lPgo recently of making a c-i::~it to the G~atton 
Colleg.,. r\lthough that institu, ion is LOt 
r.cgardccl altogether a::: an Agrirultura l 
College, and has been placed under th0 
Department or Pu_blie Imtruction. it ncver
t he less plays, oe will play, an important part 
in agricultural education, and I am [,lad to 
see that some interest has be-en arouse<'. in 
it by the foresight of the principal cif the 
institution in endeavouring to introduce 
so1nething new into it in the form of a tractor 
class. I un<krstand that it is the fir,t of 
its kind in Australia, ,a,ud I look forwa,·d to 
thf' timl' wh0n it will be of great adYL~nb1ge 
not onk to that district but to the whole 
of the ·s'tate I think that all the visitor·,, 
to the colle:5·1'; on that occasion v.Tere very 
much iEtere~ted in vthat thev ::;av: there. 
There i.; no doubt that not e~ough interest 
h:t'> beer, taken in the institution. and not 
enough has. be0n don0 to i1npl'O\"C' i1. For 
a nnmbPr of yr-ars it has been sorcc-v1hat in 
the background, and, repre~cnting Gatton 
a3 I do. I Ul\l cxtr·Cnlc1v de~irou~ of ~eeing 
this in~titutiou do some~ g;ood \Yorl~. EYcry~ 
ye:tr wr~ hav•.' had a pretty large arnount 
pla0ed Ol' tlw Estimate-, for tlw colle!'e. and 
there have be<>n times whPn the public of 
Queensland ha ,.e thought that the expendi
ture lws rwt been \V.a tTantt'd, but "~-Jy th<' 
institution of this tractor c:a.ss ,ornething 
fresh has lwen introduced, t.he 0fiect ,,f which 
I trust will not be lost. 

Refcrrncc ha~ alrondv been r.nade to the· 
inrrcasrs jn f;jrcs and ~freights on the rai]
vvaY~, a11d in this regard I ·want to point out 
tha't th>:> agricnlturist is not iu 2uch a pch:;jhon 
that he can affcrd to have i'lcr-eascd burdens 
placed on his shoulders. He has cnouglo t.n 
hear without having increased taxatiou 
imposE'd on his produce. \Ye have just 
passed through a period which has be0n 
Ycry {leprL~::'inb to all prirnary produ0c;rs, 
&nd novv thev find that inrrcas0d taxation_ 
is placed on ihem at every opportunity that 
comes along. I think it is unfair. and I 
v ant tc protest against it. The <ere 'tcr part 
of the £350,000 which will Lo sccnn'd by th<' 
Rail" a:, Department will be an extra burden 
placed on their shoulder . The hon. member 
for Shn•ley pointed out that a few shillings 
(•xtra jn. frc)ght in1poses a VPry awlnvard 
handicar on a.n agriculturist scnc.ling produce}, 
to the southern markets in competition with 
others nearoc· to them. There have becu 
times when the farmers in my district have 
fon\ .udccl their produce and ha,-o rt'reived 
'o little for it that af!Pr paying height and 
commission they have had to send along 
a cheql.!e for freight later on. 

At the present time the farming community. 
nn the "\V hole, hav · promise of fair return~. 
'\Yith good seasom they can generally produce 

lifr. Logan.j 
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sufficient to pay a fair ren1uneration in the 
industry, but because of the~ past good season 
there UrC C' rtuin rn~oJucts which ha Ye bf'Pll 

gTO\\·n and -...vhich to-da,v are pn.t.<'tic~lll,V un 
markc•table. This itern, iu COlUH't:tinn witi1 
an increase in freights ou the raihvays, is 
going to impc,_:e a furthet hanl--;hl 11 ou thot:iP 
priinary proclucerR, and because so1ne CDll1· 
moditie':. ::-uch as pun1pkins, are -!lmo:3t un
tnarkf'tah1P it is g,oing to takl' away the• 
littlP bit of profit that is clue ro th('lll. J 
think the Gowrnment ban' not acted wisPlv 
in going on \Yith railway construdiDn ii1 
di:;;trict~ \vherc sett.lcnwut is not yet assul'ed 
TlH'l't.' arc a ntunber of rail\\ r,- ,·t·Hions that 
have b(;vn :-.tandiug partly coi;.-;tructe.J for ~ 
lllnnbt'l' of YUlrs and havt' l::t~en }r :ld u.; 
hL1 ltLlS(' fnnd~-, n re not ayailable to allo-w th~' 
,·-ork being COlnplct('cl. One cnuld n~fer to 
'urh ,;tatinr'" as lpowich and L"idlcv, wirich 
arP on the 1nain 11nP. ThP fonndati-~n work 
for both th~sn stations has been r·omplcied for 
a good 1nan~ years, and 1nany thou~{1nds of 
pounds haYf' hc(~ll sprnt on thcrn alrlad;'. 
but the ·wor3:: is alltH\'cd to dcpn~ci 'lt' and fall 
into ruin. If the Govcrnn1ent }J:td conlplet('\1 
th{' job~ tbc·y had in hand. tl1cv v ould he~ Y~' 
~till gin'u cmployrr1ent to v;,·orkf·rs and 
v,:oulJ ha.\ c been L~rryiug out ··Yorks ·which. 
perhap:'i. Vi·ordd ha\·0 bcr:n n1ore n~'-llUfH1 1' .t~Y(' 
if t!H,,. had been completed instc ~d of being 
left in their present unfinished state. 

T tvonld like to '"av a fc,v \\·ords in ('On~ 
tl{'C'tiDn with th0 building of ihP railw~1y line 
fron1 Lanflfil'ld to Roscvaie. This line was 
approYt'd b7 a pn~Yious Go\"L'rnnwnt, and l 
lllltll"rqand th ·n an a mount of tnonr v wa~ 
placed on the F,,tirDatPs for thP constr.t1dion 
of thilt line, btu unfortun'ltd:v the pr0scut 
Go\ PrntnPnt c:11n0 into po\Yf'l', and nothing· 
h.":-:: lwt:n done ;;;in(C. I hop0 thvt, Ydtcn fund~ 
H re aYailab]c, t~H~ Govcrnnvnt -..,,-jll carr~,- out 
their ]dt>dg0~ in co!lnoction ', ith that" lin(' 
aftPr 1J<n-ing con1pl0ted thl' ccrvtruction of 
thP l'ailwa--:: linfl~ in the Burnctt ·district and 
other plaC·l3, ·which \York ] dc"irc 1o Sl'l' 
compiPtN] nov that it has !well started. 1 
lwYc no doubt but that the lin<' fr-om Landi,ld 
t.J Roscya]e \Yill prove a pa;:ing line. I do 
11or antll'l]Hltc that this line vi-ill pay fdr 
the· fi1·~c ")Par or htn, but 1h n. will be an 
incn'a~c in the area vut nnder f'l'O)) through 
thf' const~:uction of this linP, whic·h wlli IYHElH 

hlg11-:cr rf'turns to Dthcr dcpar1rnE~JJt·;.; by \Vv: 
of mr-omn tax payments thmugh greater 
prodnction, and nll thoR(I circu1n~tan:cs \\'ill 
rmnpcnsate for that expenditure of monev. 
It -r; iJJ bring in InOn' l\~YCllliP than the ":trtt,~ 
i:-:; rccc'i\-ing fro1n that 'district nt th' prf'Sf:'lH 

time. .:\ot onlv will the line l"'lldii Ho:, -
vale. which I ~·cell s:lfely say i .. one of tlw 
finr-::.t luct:rno-producing f,ortiOu:-; of the State, 
/)ut- ot1v ,· g·ood land \"/i]l b0 opc•w'd up and 
"·ill be prO\Pd to [,p cxcPptiouallv "Ood land 
"C'v.,pablt' of grow in , prac1 ir .. illY an\'t~7iil:!:. ThP 
]},Iou11t \Yalker an~d ~vfonnt- ~fort ~li~trict~ and 
vther countr.' at th· back of Hospvalr- ''ill lw 
benefited. an.J then' will [,p '· -. r-ry Lig c,n'" 
of first-cl,,,, agncultura I land handv to the 
uit:v. ,,-hich in future \\-ill carrv hYo 'or i-llrCc' 
hrnP'· thr~ population tbut the liu J is carrviJJ~r 
~~~- . 

I notice that £24,000 le,s i' provided in the 
<'Rtimates for the Lands Department. Perhaps 
the Secretary for Public Lands will at a 
later stage tell us if that reduced expendi. 
ture has been brought about bv a reduction 
in land ecttlcment. The anticii>atecl surplus 
reyenuc for the financial year was about 
£5.000. It actually amom{tec! to £12,000. 

[ n! ,. Logan. 

I am pleased to notic~ that there has been 
a slight improvement m th1s dJl"octwn, but, 
althona·h we have snch a small surplus, 
it is <7crtain1v not in cotnparison with thn 
incr•'as0d interest on our public debt. I 
unhcsitatincrlv sav that, if our expenditure 
from loan ~noncy c is to go on at the rate the 
Treasurer suggested wa" necessary--about 
£5,000,000 a year-then Qnc·,nslancl v~ill 
rtuickly be in financial di[]icultios from vd11ch 
it will be almost nnposs1blc to extr1cate 
her. 

A great deal has be<•n -a.id ~ durin,; tho 
debate a bout the chearv-/, age {]oyernnlcnt. 
Hou. members opposite will no doubt 
e1Hl2avour to show that the \Vorktng n1an 
to-dav i,; much better off than he y:as under 
thee ]lrevious Admiuist.ration. I fail to sec 
how tha.t is conect. Cnbinly. wag;:os havP 
been increased. but tho cost of liv1ng ha:::; 
ri"nn disproportionately. Any hon. n1smb~~r 
,~·ho ha:;; perused the la:-t "Q1~ar~er.1~~ Stat~~
tics" of the Commonwealth StatiSticJan vnll 
sco that the cost of living is much higher 
to-dav bccauso the valuo of the sovereign 
,~, miiCh loss than it was in 1911 under a 
Liberal Gorernment. In the face of state 
ments that the people are much better o~ 
1o-dnv undPr a Labour GoYE'rnrnent. 1t w1L 
be f,;uncl from those stcttistic-; that it takes 
~3s. 7d. to-day to purchase what a £1 would 
pnrcha.oc in 1911. 

Mr. COLLIO:S: The people arc better 
dressed and better o:!l' in ov-ery wa.v than 
th('v w~re under the lll'Pviou~ C::on :nrncnt. 
You have only to walk dmYn the street to 
see that. 

}1r. LOGAN: 1 would like to quote c. 
statement that was made by the Treasurer 
during the last election carnpaigu. Ho 
said-

" Xot only are nominal wages higher 
in Queensland than in any other Stat~, 
but the effective wage, arc higher, 
because the cost of living is lmYei'. And 
the effecti Ye wages in Queensland to·dfly. 
especially for Government employees, are 
substa.ntially higher than they were m 
1911." 

The "DailY Standard" on 14th March. 1922. 
also said-· 

" The actual mmwy Yalue of the 
)lrbent high v. ages is 11 per cent. lcs~ 
than during the pre-war penod. A~ ''· 
matt,•r of cold fact. the Austrahat> 
workers ,::ere rpceiving- higher wages ten 
years ago than at any period since." 

That is a statement from a newspaper whic:1 
is standing behind the Governmc1_1t to~dav 
and consequcntly ,,-e eau take no tire of lt. 
Then the " Railway Advocate " of lOth 
February, 1922, said-

" ThP basic wage in 1911 "as 5ls. 3d., 
equal to £4 17>. 4d. in J anuar)', 1922. 
Therefore the present basic wage ,; 
17s. 4d. p~r week less than in 1911." 

In dealing with this " dear wa~c '' GoYPrn
:::uont, onr, ran easily sep froru a ruport such 
as this. that althoug-h the Gon'nmwut a'ho
(ate and say so n1ueh about in~..-rL'.i.Slng wag~ 
and itlll1rOY.ing the status of ihC' \Yorker. tht_'.'-''' 
~tatL'll1Pnts frorn their ow11 Pref.-) certainly 
ccntradict thPir claims. 

}Ir. CoLLINS: Do vnn lwli,'n' ''n'rythii':~ 
.:. ou rL1d in t1t0 Pre"~? 
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:\lr. LOG.4'l· I cPrtainl·· h"lie• that. 
I'he hon. n1en1bl'r;;; havo reta(l vricc';. accord

to stati,tic.J rrturns, and it •··ill be found 
in 1911 th,, • aluc of thl' pound sterling 

\\<:h gef'atcr in Brisbane than it sa~ in ~tn\ 
other to•.,·n or citv in Queensland. To-rla:. 
1t costs 33s, lld. to buy what could '"' pur
cha•.ecl for .£1 in 1911. Takine; 1hP whoh1 of 
1 he Con!l.!Orl\Y chh we ftnd therl' if' a gT•_,atcr 
IJ:CTNt··, in (_ ost of living in QtH'f'llS]and 

thn1_1 v,:i :·"' i.lll.V othe-r StatP. ThC' highest 
c~tlntal { l.t'\1 1;-; Jh·islmrH', ··sith au iucl'('U:-<c' of 
52.9 pp:· c··nr.. · .. hich i:-< follo-.,yc.zl bv ~lclbourih' 
\. ith an ln~__-rc.~~··· of 54.8 pc·r cent·. 

to ··efQr to certain matt"r" Ill 

u\~ n .-·torat('. Lut bc,fore duing so I 
10Lh h on_ St·HQ cntcrpl'isr·. It i regrrttable 
il

1
lat the (3ov•:~-'llDl_cnt _have• seen fit to curry on 

lLlf'·)L' enH'r]'TlSC'·~ 1n YlC'\Y of tht' fact that thcv 
<l rp :-'Hch an ('rtOl'l.lO:.ls loss to the Sta i c. Th 
at:.ouut of public monc•v ~mnk in tho.;;p cnter
pri>l', l:as bcc'n ••·ithhefd from developmental 
works m other place'. In addition to com
peting with ;1rivate Pnterprise. it lws the 
elf c:ct vf rv inp: up a good deal of public funds 
Yvhrch conll at be spcut prulirablv in 
n prodnC'! l\'l' ~ 

I aru s.orrv to .~ay th.P dair~ tng i11dnstry 
i ... not flonri;·hing- a"' Jt ... hou~d. In djff('rent 
]\art~ uf tll~~ St<th: to~da, \YL' f!nd that a 
drought still .''xist,, In the nci"hbourhood 
o: mv m\n <:Jau,v '.H' have only had 71 points 
ol I.dll f1Llrlllg thf' \•-hole \VIntcr, and I an1 

lYe]! situated :-'O far u.S rainfall is conc,·nlt~d. 
1-t~for1unat"1y. v.·e hayc not hrPn favoun'd 
tlus v<-u. Of course, that doe not appl,
all on•r the State I am pl<'a>c:rl b sav tluit 
the gTC'Jtl'r part of the Staic has LCf'll lx~f1cfited 
by gor1d ra ill:". 

Rderrinz to the cotton indusll',-. which the 
Cr,n~nlrnPnt have practioal1:;y ':'tran(~lcd--

:'vir. C'OLLIXS: \Vhat nonsCJ"C ~ 

:~Ir. LOG..:\ X: J)uriug the di~cu _:;~011 on tlw 
( 'otton In.--:lu:-.tr:v BilL rnv fil·,:-t ~tatC'n1C'llt w ··; 
that I stood behind the t;atoorwt". The SPcrc
tary for Agriculture interjf'ctcd ... You st'lnd 
behind th0 sn1al1 Queensland· r.'' I arn -s-pry 
plea.;<'d indeed that the Secretary for \gricul
ture has at leaet gJYcn me credit for standing 
hehmd the '·small Que cmlantlcr.'' If hon. 
lllPm_bcrs \Yi1l h~111t np "IIansard,'' thl'y \Yill 
:;.tl' tllht my statc'mcnt is con·c·..:t. I do stand 
behind the "sn1all QucC'n~laiJdf'r" ill this 
nwtter of ratoon l0gislation. 1 nn1 PntirPlv 
syrnp_athctic towards hirn, bceaus0 I kno,\· 
the dr-advantag<es and deprivations he has suf
fered from under this legislation. The Govem
mcnt 11ov.-. intend to arnend the 1Pgi8lat.]on, 
but unfortunate!:· the harm hos bc<'n dmw. 
\Yithout exaggerating, one mav sav that those 
lJI'in,U 1'.\', .producers \Yho Were vgro~, iug C<;tton 
IHIYI' suiL·red a good ded fmm tlw dfcnt of 
1 he· anti-ratoon legislation of this GoYl'rll
Incnt. Thoro is no doubt tbar thf' rncn who 
obeyed the la VI and -clC'•,tro,·cd thc·ir cro1Js ha.-c 
l1een f.!T dt sufferers. and on this O('Ca~don 
1 he man who di oobeyod tlw hnv has certainlv 
Lcen the ono who has benefited. \\'lrile th~· 
Got ernnv'nt support tho nHln who h:1s di~
uheyc<l the law as again·-1 those v, ho have 
loyallv ob0yed the law and thcrebv haY<' been 
depl'iYcd of many of thC' I• c:es~.a;·ies of lif0 
the.'- arc certainly not \Vorking in the interest; 
t;f th0 ~State. I_ haY(~ haU nu~rnerous request;;:, 
11"0111 tarmcrs In my el ctorate who have 
<'nclea,·onred to obe:v the law am! haYe de
'trov<•d their annual cotton plant at tho end 
)f tlt0 80a~on. The,,e pcoph~ are seeking 

compensation, but 1v0 arc told that it i~ not 
the intention of the Go\ -'l'llllll'nt to conlp('l!
sate ihcrn. For rn:v own part I 111ust- sa-.- 1 ha1 
1 d0 not sec that it is pos~ihL~ to cornpe:nsat' 
them because the amount irwol.-cd would be 
toe groat. 

During the debate iaet· y{•ar on the Esti· 
mate" of the Department- of Pnblic \V orb• 
I broug-ht undPr the notill_' of the St'C'retarv 
for Public \Vorks several pnblie bnildirws irt 
n1y electorate tbat nccd('d a.th'Htion, ar~d in 
come ca3es I had to condemn the dqwrtment 
fDr the mannPr in which they wore neglect
mg pubhc lmildings. Lp to dale thc,c 
buildings have not recrin:d attention, and I 
haYe still rf'a:;;;oll to *'nter a prutE·st b0canse of 
the n1anncr in wJ1ich -some of these buildings 
arf' ... :llo\n~d ro I'l'n1a.]n in a ,tai•' of di"l'C'pair. 
There is an old ,.,ying that ·· "\ stitch in time 
'liVe~ nine," and,. if a hhk 1mint wcro 
apphcd to eomc et ~he l3Chool LniLiings ln 
my electorate. it would f,avP consid{;raLle 
('xpcnse lat::r on. One ::whool building- in the 
electorate which has been built oYer soven
!ce~ yea~'s has IlCVQr ha.d a coat of p<.int on 
1t stncc 1t 'v,a, built. That rncans dPtcriora
~ion and fh_·,:rcciation, and it is c· 'r1nin1y not 
Hl the bc"t 1ntcrestf' of the St1 t•. \Yhcn \YO 

are nn the \\Tork _Estinuth'" <v~·ain I jutend to 
draw the l\lini~1cr'H attC'ntioll to t.hc 'tato of 
that schooL and I hope 1 hat on this nccasion 
~"'OmDthing- 1Yi1l be done. 

I hopo will r" snfficiently 
good to enable CioYPrnmcnt to get a 
:-;ufficicnt. surplus rlXf1 nue to n1ake np the 
lcc:•~Y m the matter of repairs to publie 
bmldmgs. I hope alsCJ that tbP Government 
will use the pnbllr D10n0y ]n a rnanncr Yhit;h 
\\ill be of urlYantage t~ the Stale and not 
~quander it in the way they have in the past. 

Mr. KERR (Jo'normera) : Hon. members 
opposite are vNy silPnt. and apparently do 
not desir, to take rntrt jn this dc>batc. Pos
sibly the subdnecl atmosphere is due to tho 
comewhat gloomy Budget clelin'rPd bv the 
Treasurer. (Laughter.) I--Io\YCYer, I rt'~ollcct 
reading the Treasurer's Financial Stat0n1ent 
of the pn ending ,-cm·. ,, hen he said th:tt few 
P.eoplc 1\-ould cn,-y thP Tl'casurr-r in his posi
iwn at that limP, UndoubtPdly fpw people 

·would have cnYicd the Troasure1~ 
[5 p.m.] then, and no one· would Pnvv him 

on this occn,ion, I do not< think 
it would be po.~ib!c to havP a less satisfac
tory Financial Statement than the present 
o_ne placc>d before us, espe.cially in a State 
lrkc Queensland, whic':l has a great futuro 
before it if the administration o; a.ffairs is 
handlPd properly. While we are (old in the 
Statement that the accounts aro balanc0d. 
that does noi indicak ,·er:. much to us. If 
we turn to the accumulated deficit shown in 
the Auditor-General's report, mentioned by 
prevwus speakers, of £810,000, which the 
ba1_1ks ha.-e had to carry with loan money 
whrch rs there to the credit of Queensland, 
we shall see that our small surplus will be 
turnE'd into a. tremendous loss if the Govern
ment make due provision jn connection with 
that 'amount. That. of coursP, would be 
added to the public debt, and tlw interest on 
that sum would be vNy great. That interest 
alone would absorb enough revenue to wipe 
out the surplus which appears in tlw report. 
As the years roll on there are deficits year 
after vear, a.nd, when thev arc iacked on to 
the pt;blic debt, one is inciinPd to forget that 
there are such things as deficits. In 1917-18 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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there was a deficit of £400.000: in 1918-19. 
£171,000; in 1921-22, £188.000; and in 
1922-23, £184,000, in round figureo. 

In the Statement there is no provision 
made in the current year without proper 
safeguards. A comparison between different 
periods with regard to deficits is very illum
inating. In the eight years from 1907-1908 
to 1914-1915, under the JWevious Administra
tion, there was :a. surplus every year, the 
total being £179,957. For the eight years of 
office of the present Government, from 1915-
1916 to 1922-1923, the deficits have amounted 
to £992,000. The deficits alone have added 
an annual interest charge to the revenue of 
something in the vicinity of £50.000 or 
£60,000 a year, which is a. pretty heavy 
burden to carry. The loan money. instead 
of being spent in productive works, has been 
used for paying the salaries of public ser
vants and in meeting ordinary revenue cam~ 
mitments. To make a further comparison, 
we find that the revenue collected in eight 
years under the Liberal Government wa.s 
£46,000,000, while under the eight years of 
the present Administration it has been aug
mented to £82,000,000. In itself that means 
nothing. The greater loan expenditure you 
have in a State the greater the revenue that 
will be received in the ordinary cour-"e of 
events. • 

The Government have also increased the 
public debt from £56,000,000 when they took 
office to £88,000,000, or by £32,000,000 in 
nine years. So we have the interest on the 
public debt automatically rising from 
£1.575,000 to £3,589,000. These figures alone 
-the increase in the re\'enue, the increase 
in the public debt, and the increase in the 
interest on the public debt-indicate nothing 
unless vou consider the source from which 
you aro going to get the interest. That is 
the thing of paramount importance, and 
[ want to examine the position from that 
point of Yiew. In the eight years before 
this Government came into power the works 
and services the cost of which had been 
defrayed by loan money gave a return short 
of the interest charge by £3,259,000-so 
that actually only that sum had to be made 
up by taxation in eight solid years by the 
previous Government. During the succeeding 
eight years, under a Labour Administration 
we were short by £13,544,000. We have had 
a good deal of ta.lk in this Chamber about 
financial stringency, and we have heard 
mauy reasons why the Government find them
selves in their present position, but I want 
to say straight out that, if the ,,ame propor
tion of return on the public debt had been 
received by this Government as under pre
vious Governments, vve would have been on 
the right side by somewhere in the vicinity 
of £8,000,000. That is where the loss 
occurred-in OYer-borrowing. For fifty-six 
years we bon·owed and the expenditure gave 
u2 practically a sufficient return to meet 
all interest charges and sinking fund pay
ment,;; but under this Government 
£32.000,000 has been received by way of loans, 
and, instead of the return being 3~ per 
cent. and 4~ per cent., it has been about one
half per cent, There is only one method 
by which the deficiency can be made up, 
and that is taxation. The Secretary for 
Public Lands told us the other day that 
taxation had to stand stilL 

\Ve can gain much instruction from the 
fortunate position of the Commonwealth 

[.Mr. Kerr. 

Government, under the administration of 
another party. I have some figures worth 
quoting, taken from the Federal Budget 
of this year. It disclosed a. surplus of 
£2,587,084, and an accumulated surplus of 
£10,015,758, less an amount paid off the 
National Debt of £4,915,003. When a Finan
cial Sta tcment is brought before the House, 
we expect to have disclosed to us some 
method whereby the State is going to be 
financed during the current year, and, if 
vou turn to the Commonwealth Budget, 
delivered by a non-socialistic Treasurer, vou 
will find that he proposes to use his surplus 
in this way-main roads, £500,000; market
ing primary products £500,000-I particu
larlv draw attention to that-defence and 
naval construction in Australia. £3,500,000; 
and the balance to the reserve fund. 

The debt,; of Australia are tremendom. yet 
the Commonwealth Government-a Govern
ment not tainted by State enterprise,; or the 
unwise spending of rnoncy or the spendin~~ 
of n1oney on unproductive work~\\ -::re able, 
in 1923-1924, to pay £4,915,755 off the national 
debt from the accumulated surplus and 
£1,430,191 from a Sinking Fund. They were 
nblP to pay from re:venue to the British Go
:vorn!llent a sum of £1,117,682, and frmn 
Sinking Fund the sum of £1,578,092. making 
a total pa:vmcnt of £9,041,670. '\;Yhile the 
Cummonwealth Government of Australia are 
able to repay part of their national debt, 
the Que0nsland Government are not able to 
reduce their accumulated deficit of £810,000, 
or even try and make provision for it. 

Mr. \YIXSTANLJCY: Thoc f'ommcnwealth Go-
Yerument collected ovel' £30,000,000 111 
Customs duty. 

:\-fr. KERR: PNhaps they did; but this 
Gov<'rnment should have been able to collect 
more than the amount they did from their 
investments. The stringency of the monetary 
position should never have been advanced as 
a reason vvhv there could _not be an increase 
m ",, ,_,.,_ It is all vcrv well to talk about 
the m~ney being in Lon.don. If the Govern
ment had not V\asted their money. they 
should havP been <tblo-as I shall shm,
hcfore I finish-to have sufficient money to 
grant not only a. 44-honr week but a restora
tion of wages as vroll to their employ c '· It 
is. all Ycr:.- w0ll ~~a:vinp; that the money is tight 
i1: London. The Acting Treasurer, after nine 
ycan of deplorable financing in this conntry, 
p;nins an ofducation after going to a Trea
s.urrr's C'cDf~"rf'nre. IIo is ten :~n<trs g.Jininf!, 
cn1 erl:H a1 ~m1, but t.he State has to suffer in 
the meaJJlit·J~· bcranRo of th'• h~( k of education 
on the J>Ctl't of t hosf' responsible. That is 
why Qu"'""l;.ncl is suffering to-day. 

The Cormwnwealth Government ha< ' also 
1Y~(~ll able to increaf>e the incon1c tax <'X('tnp~ 
tiun • frGl' £200 to £300.- relieving 260,000 
pcrRcns C'f th:;: necessity for paving inconH' 
tax and granting relief in 38Q,OOO cases. 

111'. FARRELL: They should not bx at all. 

Mr. KERR: I quite agree with tlw ho11. 
~:c·nth man, encl probably before long tlw 
C:ommo!lWt' dti1 \\'ill g:o out of the fic·ld of 
direct 1axn1 ;en. The Commonwealth GoY€'1'11-
nJcnt do not proposr" to tax profits made 
through goldmining because of the depres
sion in thf' mining industry, and the total 
reduction jn incon1c tax is •estin1ated at 
£2,000.000 per annum. Why are the finances 
of the Commonwealth Government in such 
a very fine position to-day? There is no 
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1wccssity for them to roduc:• the wages of 
their employees. They employ many thou
>and, of employees, but because of proper 
and wi>c admini~tration thev will not be 
compe!Jed to reduce the w-age;; o£ their 
employees. The Queensland Government 
complain that, because of the financial strin
gency, they cannot get the money. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Arc the Common
\Yealth Govermnent treating the T.B. soldiers 
as th~y should be treated? 

}Ir KEHH: They have done a gooJ deal, 
and possibly this Government could help them 
a little more. 

The HOME SECRETARY: What have they 
done? 

:Yir. KERR: I Jo not know whether the 
}JOlL gc,ntlcman has been to the various sani
taria. I have, anJ I know that the Common
wealth Government have done a great deal, 
o,nd I hope they will do a great deal more. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: A for
lorn hope. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman had no 
hope at all the other day; ho was right down 
on the rocks. I have been in this Chamber 
for four vears, anrl I hav-e never kuown a 
c,Iini.itcc· of th<· Crown bring down the Go
n·rnmcut .-o wuch as the Secretarv for Public 
L>n ], di .: tiw ctlwr day. He explained to 
thi.., Cl1an1l)f:;r tbat the Governincnt w--re in a 
hopeless pmition. If the.Y are in a hopeless 
;Josition, thL"u i~ is through the I wk of ability 
!lll Ll1c 1-t:~rt of thL· adlni11istrators. \Vhilo 
1HH"rowing i:; a Yirtue, I consider that over
bon·o,ving a1. l th:; unvviso inve~tn1ent of that 
Inone·y is a vice. Every Labour Government 
Jl;ts p1·rachcd th'-' poliuy of " No borro\Ying." 
:YL·. Churl1on. the leader of the Federal 
Labour part_.' recently told an audience that 
it was time that oversca borrowing ceased. 
Labour .h:t"- ~d\.ays preached a non-borrO\Yin); 
policy. vVhat has been their record? We 
h;-tJ ~Jr. Sc·h{lder· in \Vcstcrn Australi-!, a~:d 
\le.- . .-rs. 1\Jc Cow~n. Story, and Holm a" in 
::\ cw South \Vales at the head of Labour 
G ovcrnmcmts which proved to b · spendthrift 
A,lministrations. Their records show that 
the, squandered money, and the Labour Go
,~?l"lmHml in Queensland has not been behind 
the tirnc$. 

There is no necessity for the Government 
t) create the gloomy atmosphere which they 
have done out"ide this House in Queensland. 
They have created an atmosphere which is 
not in the best interests of the State. The 
Treasurer and his colleagues both in and out 
of Parliarrwnt ha.ve assisted in this direction. 
They have only got to look at the financing 
of the Federal Government, which has pro
duced a large surplus. They are able to set 
aoide money for purposw,, of defence, assisting 
primary producers, grants for main roads, 
and in other directions to assist in the 
development of this great country. The 
Federal finances are in a very healthy state, 
and possibly more healthy than those of any 
State in Australia. 

Mr. FARllELL: Have you read Mr. Scullin's 
speech? 

:Mr. KERR: The aggregate public debt of 
Australia is about £1,000,000,000, and . the 
States during the years 1921, 1922, and 1923 
have borrowed not less than £100,000,000. 
The Australian Governments collect in 
revenue £145,000,000 a year of which amount 
£70,000,000 is in direct taxation. These 

figures do not worry me because the Common
wealth h<. vo not over bonowed. They have 
made every provision to pay the nationa.l 
dBbt created by the war in a number of 
years time, and I venture to say that the 
predictions of that Government in that regard 
will be realised. 

The revenue from public works and ser
vices disclose the fact that, while there has 
been no over-borrowing in the other States, 
there has been in the case of Queensland. 
The returns from the public debt in works 
and services in the various States show the 
revenue return to be-

New South Wales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
\Vestern Australia 
Queensland 

63 per cent. 
58 per cent. 
58 per cent. 
56 per cent. 
43 per cent. 

I will quote a reason later on as to what 
is happening in this State, particularly in 
the Department of Public \Vorks, causing the 
small revenue return from our public works 
and services in Queensland. The Depart
ment of Public Works has been responsible 
to a large extent for spending loan money 
in excess of the amount expended in 1914, 
and I have averaged that excess out some
where in the vicinity of £100,000 a year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: You 
will say anything. 

Mr. KERR: I am telling you the facts. 
You cannot get way from figures, and my 
deductions are right. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: Your 
deductions are quite wrong, and I proved 
that on the estimates last year. 

Mr. KERR: When we have figures show
ing that the department in 1914 spent a 
certain sum of money from revenue and 
another sum from loan account, it is an easy 
matter for an hon. member, on perusing the 
figures for 1923-24, to see that these figures 
have been twisted round and that the loan 
expenditure is now greater than the expen
diture from revenue. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: You 
are twisting the figures. 

l\1r. KERR: I am not. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You 

are making wrong deductions. You would 
spend millions and growl over threepence. 

Mr. KERR: I am not growling over 3d.; 
I am growling over £100,000 a year. 

I want to have a look now at the position 
with regard to borrowing. The position 
was-

In Victoria-
" Loan expenditure 

1914 
1922 

per head was
£ s. d. 
2 6 4 
7 12 3 

and Victoria has had to contend with the 
same difficulties that we arc faced with 
to-day. 

Mr. CARTER: A cabbage garden? 

::\Ir. KERR: I am not talking about cab
ha ~-e gardens, but about the loan expenditure 
per head. In Qneen·-lancl the loan expendi
ture rer head was--

1914 
1922 

£ s. d. 
3 7 6 
3 5 11 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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Th~1 ha-- been no difference in the spencliw; 
capacih of ;he people SD far as loan moiH'!

was concerned, yet that loan money has not 
been utilised as it "honkl have been. 

I hn, .. -, n c )npk· of notPs hrre ·which ':',ill 
interPet the f\Pcretary for Public \Yorks, Tlw 
nropr:::tion of loan money has incrc,'',ccl frorn 
28 per cent. in 1914-15 to 64 per cent. to-da:·
rrhat shO\VS a marg;in of increase of alrno;;;t 
th1 P ti tncs the original an1ount. Tlw hmL 
gcntlcn1an c~tnnot gc:t oYer tl1at. It n1ea:Js 
rn inc·n "'"d intPrc-t bill of £50.000 if th,, 
loan ll1UIJL'_, u ud reyenue ls spent (J nd you 
~till h:r.T<' a u rp]n~. Sf'Yen or ·eight year.; 
·.-ould soon run Y'lU into 1nillions of pounds 
There has been an over-expenditure of loan 
money in public works. \Vhen we look 
at thc•c thing-s it is no wotJdcr that the 
Qoyr~rnrncnt haYc to retrench. I rcfPr no\v ttJ 

State enterpri:e- I know that there has been 
a suspension of grants for \Yorkcrs' dw:' lling~ 
for six wnnths. ·would it not be wiser to 
suspend cxpcncliturc ou those StatcJ enter
prises and let the workers g-et their home,? 
The hon. member for Rockhampton asked. 
"\Vhcn dirl vour Government ever build a 
thousand hmi1es ?" For his information I 
will quote from the official report of the 
Department of Public Works. 

In lr14. priOL' to this GoYcrnrnent being in 
powe··. therr' were 1,591 house" compl. tecl: 
in 191<-:-15 there were 1.586 houses com
pleted. Since Labour came into power this 
numl1cr has be·:·n cut right down to as low 
aq 252 hou~<:>s completed in one year. ?\o one 
ean gainsay that it is to the detriment of 
the, worker that there should b" a suspension 
of the grants under the \Vorkers' Dwelling,. 
Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS : There 
has been no suspension under the \Y orkcrs' 
Dwelling·s Act. 

Mr. KERR: Will the Secrctarv for PnhJi,, 
Works grant an advance up to £500 within 
the next six months? 

The Sr:cnEL\RY FOll PunLIC vVORKb: Yt "• 
if the application come, within the living 
conditicn8 c£ the applicant. 

Mr. KEHH: The hon. gentleman said that 
there would be a sus1wnsion of grants for six 
months. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: No. 

;}1r. KERR: The Act la vs down £800 as 
a maximum ach·ance, and the Secretary for 
Public W arks, by Order in Council, on hio 
own prerogative brought that down to £500. 

The TRE.\SURER : Ther0 is a preference 
clause to applicants. 

Mr. KERR: I say that, if the Act stipulate< 
£800. that should be granted. 

The TREASURER: That is the maximum. 

Mr. KERR: \Vhat is the g-ood of bring-ing
in an Act of Parliament if it is not going 
to be adhered to? Onlv the other day "o 
had a comiderable debate on that particular 
question .. If a man wants to have a worker's 
dwelling he shoulcl rcceiYc tho full amount 
prescribed under the Act, if he so desires. 

At 5.25 p.m., 

The CHAIR~L\N left the chair, reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

The rec.umption of the Committee was mad.) 
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 

[Mr-. Ken·. 
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