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256 Questions. [ASSK\IBLY.] Supply, 

TUESDAY, 19 AUGU3T, 1924. 

The ~PEAl\ER (Hon. \Y. Dertram. Jiuru'i 
took the chai1· at 10 a.rn. 

"\EW ME:'vlBER. 

EL• CTOH.IL DmTRICT oF Bc.RANDA. 

The SPEAKER informed the House that 
on 2r,d August last he had issued his writ 
for the de et ion of a membu for the electoral 
district of Buraudrr, and that the writ had been 
returned r-ndorscd with the nau1e <...'f Edward 
J c•seph Hansou. 

Go\~:=E:\1:-E~T !Y1E~\fBERS: Roar, hear! 

P~\PERS. 
The following papers were laid on the 

b.blc. and ord0red to be printed:
Regulations under the Explosives Act of 

1906. 
Regulations under the Income Tax Act 

of 1902 and its AmendmeEts. 
Regulations under the Land T.lX Act of 

1915 and its Am,mdmeuts. 
Regulations under the Unemployed 

\Vorkers' Insurance Act of 1922. 

QUESTIO"\S. 
APPLIOTIOXS FOR CHAIR1IANCiHIP OF :--JHTE 

WHEAT BOARD. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunninyharn) asked the 
Secretarv for _A--griculture-

" l. How many applications were re
ceiYed for the position of chairman to 
the Statrc Wheat Board? 

"2. Is there any objection to the names 
of applicants being published? 

" 3. \Vas the board asked to make any 
recommendation?'' 

" 4. Did the Board make a recommen
dation?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICT.JLTCRE 
(Hon. \.Y. ::';", Gillies, Racham) replied-

,, 1 to 4. Applications were not called 
for the position. The Act provide, that 
the chairman shall be appointed by the 
Governor in Council, but before filling 
the vacancy the retiring chairman and 
board members were consulted, and they 
are in agreement with the Government 
in their choice of a successor to Mr. 
l\1organ." 

Pr;o;EAP!'LES PuRCHASED BY STATE CANNERY. 

:Mr. KERR (Bnoggem), for Mr. KF:LSO 
(Xundah), asked the S0cretary ~or Public 
Works-

" 1. What quantity of pineapples was 
pm-chased by the Stat" Cannery from 
growers for the year ended 30th J unc, 
1924? 

"2. \Vhat price was paid for it? 
" 3. Vi!hat amount was paid to the 

gro~.vers as a bonus?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, MacX·ay) replied-

" 1. 43,246 cases. 
" 2. Winter pack, 2s. 6d.; summer 

pack. 3s. 6d. per case-at growers' 
-tation. 

" 3. Winter pack, 1s. per case, amount
iug to £1,457." 

SUi-:\PE:'\SIO:\ OF STA:'\DI:'\G ORDERS 
APPHO!'RIATIO:--< BtLL, :\o. I. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thcuriore, 
Chillauo'): I beg to mnvc'-

" That so much of the Standiug Orders 
be suspended as \Yould othenyisc prevent 
the receiYiiH;r of re~oln1ions fron1 Conl
mittet's of Supply and vYays and :\Ie1IIS 
on the same day as thcv shall hanl 
passed in tho'e Committees; a ne! tl10 
pa~sing of an Appropriation Bill through 
all its stage~ in one day." 

Qncstion put and prr"·Jed. 

SL.'PPLY. 

VOTE ON AcCOUNT-£4, 700,000. 

::.\IESS.\GE FRO:\I THE GOVEH~OH. 

The SPEAKER anno<mced the ;·, c ·ipt 
from J-Iis F>\cellency the GoYL'l'JlOr of a 
message recom1ncndin'g that provi::don LP n1ade 
on account of the scrvicl''l of the veal' endinJI 
30th JuiJe, 1925, of a sum of £4,7CC,OOO 

J\Iessage ord0rcd to be refPn-c•d to Com 
miHc~ of Suppl:--. 

GOVER?\J\IEl\'T LOA:'\ BILL. 
J\lEss.iGE FRO>l THE Go\-ERXOR. 

The SPEAKER announced the l'' ,,;nr. 
from His Excellrncv the Governor of 'a 
lllCflsa~e rPc omnH~ndi'ng that th-e !112' r-:-:~nry 
appropriation he n1ade in connection v ith a. 
Bill to authorise the raising of a loan for the 
public senicc of the State. and for other 
J1Urposcs. 

?clessage order0J to be referred to Com· 
m it tee of \Yays and :Yieans. 

POLICE ACTS A::iiEND:.\IENT BII.L 
!XITIATIOX. 

Tl1e HO:.\IE SECRET~-lRY (lion. J. 
Stopford, 5Iount Jforuan): I beg to move-

" That th,·· House will. at its next 
sitting. resolye ih•elf into a Con11nittee 
of the ·whole to consider of the dcsira ble
r.ess of introducing a Bill to atLend the 
Police Acts ~~mcndment Act of 1921 in 
certain particulars." 

Question put and passed. 

Sl'PPLY. 
0PE;o;rxG or CmDIJTTEE. 

The TREASL'RER (Hon. E. G. Tiwoclore, 
Chillauor): Mr. Speaker, I beg to mon

"That you do now lea,-e lhe ch1ir." 

j',fr. MOORE (A.ubiuny): Befol'e you leave 
tlw ~hair, :Mr. Speaker, there are a few 
maf+.ers upon which I would like some infor
mation and also a little discussion, as we 
ha,·e the right before you le.ne the chair 
to discuss gric\~ances before \VC go into 
C')tumittee of Sw··ply. 

The first thing ,,.e have to consider is the 
r lth0r serious financial position into which 
the State has got owing, in 1ny opinion. to 
dv: 'T;anton extravagance and recklessr"'S~ of 
this Administration. 

The TRF\SrRER: Those arc rather S1Yceplng 
charges. 

:\Ir. CYIOORE: They are sweeping, nevcr
thf'less they are true. The position into 
-r,dJich the State has got, wher'""' it has to 
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en dr11l , 'd10lldrture and go 111 for a svstcm 
of rr•rn.,nc1nnent and 1ltogethcr r~c.9uc0 
,alarie-< and break the plcdg 's g·1ven 
to the electors bJ tho GoYemment before 
the last olecrion is, to my way of thinlnng. 
thf' ro'tdt of the maladministration and 
cxtl'aYaganrc of l·he Goyernn1~nt. The:~ h3;v_e 
embarked upon State enterpnses upon whJCh 
up to the 30th of June last, the~· had lost 
£1.010.104; and so long as those losses are 
{ (jnt.inued ir. sec-· m':. to rne that 've arc bound 
to get irit.o a n1uch wvrse position. It is all 
ven· well for the Qoyerninent to nHtko 
cit". ''"' that the position is the 

r he fiiHtneial hold.up in E'l gland 
th · ~~·arcitY of loan monev. Ir j., not 

:-Lt ~· 1hron~gh the sc.arr'it .. - c;f loan nHmf'y 
at bur th:rongh the adn1inistration of the 
Covel'lH!H)nt. wl1ich has rnach~ thf' c~xpPndit:ll'c: 
lc•an np sueh r.n1 enorrnou~ r-xtcnt tl1at thP 
cotinlTY bPe!l brouo·ht to 1hc :-tttc in 
\\ h.\.ch ,\Yl..'. LOW find it. :--, 

I figures to show thL-t Qucrn~-lancl 
has to pay a. considerabh· higher ,rate 
of intcrcot, than anv of the other States. 
a!thou!!h I c·onsidcr that a. State like QuPons. 
lane'. ,~·ith all the wonderful resources behind 
i1, ~honld be in a position to securL rnoney 
at Hw ~anH~ rate of inteN~~t as an_) other 
Stntf' of iho Commonwealth or the Dominion 
of l\"cn· ZPaland. It is on! v because of the 
rnaladministration that has taken place 
during the last eight or nine years that we 
lJ:tyc• had to 11a:.~ that extra e:o,,t for illOlH"Y· 
'Tlw ~C'{ f·t·i'ti'V for Public Land~. whPD ~pPak
j!l!.! :t. f1 :.T dil~\'' ago on the ~..\..ddn~ss in R('ply, 
l)ointrod O'.t 1hat during o1w ~'"Qtlr IYhcn he 
\Ya:; l1l of the H omc Office the lio ern~ 
'"' c11 oxponclod £177.000 on outdoor 
1 ·lid. due to the short·sighted po!ic:; ef thP 
GuveLliJOllt and the light thcv had put up 
,,,-itb financiers in the old "OUntry. 

TlH' ~F _"HET.~RY FOH AGRlC"CLTl'RE: \Ylta :--aid 
that: 

?·L. :\!'<ORE : The Socrr'ta rv for Pn hlic 
La·qrh. If the SecTetarv for . will 
~i'ad the -..pecch dPiiYe~·pd lJ:,~ th0 
t"u·- Pnbli· I~and· on the Addn·='~ 1·:1 RPpl,\, n 
will prub ,!J].'· do him ,a, great cl<•al of ~ Jocl. 
rnd hL' "'.\~j)J find t·he candid admis:3ion.:; 111ad0 
ll,\ his ('OileaguP ill that lebatc c~i\·e gT,'Jt 
food fr · t}Jou,g·ht. and that the GoYCl'fllllent 
~ll'f' p1··~( tif"nll:'.- eonden111l'd out of the nwuth 
nf one ef tlH' Cabin0t ~Hini teTs for putting 
np a U<i'l""' right. The Sec"rotarc- for Pni.Jlic 
L:t~Hh '-'1 that hf' sa\'' the uselc·~~nl'·,.., of 
it bL•c. ,. saw tha• other people \.ere 
uffe1·~n;t, that it \Ya.s tin1e to put an 

Plld to iL He imtified th< action of the 
Prenlif'.' ln Lonclc"n1, and in doing :;;o pointed 
nut th t <.: fight with the financial interc~ts 
only 1:·Hl ]eel to unenlvleynlPnt anrl cnor.1Ious 
iuc~ ('ct:"l' in the ex:jw·nditure on outdoor rulic£. 
and L~ for one '' ,lS going to back the Pn:.:o1n-!er 
lu ,d1at L(• did. Th(' hon. :~cntlenutn did 
uot :rv .... o ffl r n.s to sa,y that the loss in con
~tcctH.Jrt , ith State~ cntf'rpriRC's \Yas also folly 
<l!ld was tending to bring about a. ]os:~ to 
this Sl~ttr fr01n which it \Yill take a Jong 
ti!H'"' ro 'l'ecover. I-le djd not go :<o far as 
to "'· of ihings that llf' might ha nl 
Slticl, Inn did sav some things that should 
ful'lli,!, food for thought on th,: pnrt of some 
of ti;c' peopJo of this State. 

Mr. COLLINS; Especially the Tory section. 

Mr. '.IOORE: I think what "'as said 
'hould "i"'' some food for thought to the 
nov; lcacler of the pariy opposite who was 
<'ledcd f<)r one hour. I think the speech 

1924-s 

ddiYI_Ted b,, ihe Secretary for Public Land.;;; 
~ 1 1o1..:dd gi,-C. the hon. JHPinbcr for BoiYCn 
con-- idf!-ra ble food for thought. and should 
o·i,·e food for thought to othf r people \Y!JO 
7Link along the sanu:' l]ncs as the hon. Il1Clll· 
ber for Boweu. 

Led· u.:; .~oe- the position that th0 Stat£' }~, 
o0ttiP~ into. In 1915~16 the taxable inco_,lc 
~f indiYiclnah as distinguished fron1 eoLl
pnnit, amounted to £12.272.576. wherea.' l1kt 
Y<lar it amounted to £10,905,944. or a redur. 
i ion of 11.1 per rent. In 1915.16 the amount 
l'ccr.i,-ed fron1 taxation from that source was 
5J246.900. and last year it amounted to 
£871.723. or an increase of 253 per cent. 
In 1915·16 the taxable incon'e of compontiP3 
al!JOEnt eel to £4.674,500, and last year it 
amounted to £6.057,795, or an increaoe of 
29.6 per cent. The amount recciYcd in 
taxation from companies m 1915·16 was 
£210.806. and last year it amounted to 
£8;2.683, or an mcrcase of 304.5 JWl cent. 
\Y}1 cn you find an In ere aS(' in taxation and 
a diminu1 ion in the tDxablP income- of the 
people it certainly show, that taxatior, ;, 
br-c{nnin1.2,· so high and dcYclollrnent has h~?en 
arrpstecf to surh an extent that, in~tead of 
pro~peritv follov.-ing the adtninistrution cf 
tl1c· GoYC:nment. e haxc retrogres::;ion ancl 
tilagnation_ 

In taking in1o consideratjon the credit of 
the' <•ountrv with regard to the fixing of the 
rrir·"' \Y(' ftaVC' to r)a-F fOl' lllOTlCy the ::-i.aH..' 
of :hP pro.0 ~)crit.7.' of tht' ("")Untr rnu~t be eon
~id~'I't~d. fn Brisba.nf' :: c,~rtajn amount of 
tl(•ye1opn1cnt i.-. goinq· on-1o which I shall 
l'C'fPJ' JatPr-but i11 th0 couun·.v· drYclopJnent 
is J.oi. taking place to the ~._x.tent that it 
f'hould. and IYC' haYP the country no1Y bc,:OJJJ
in.:.; 0ynrrun 1vith pests of all soTts, bt· '<.Jn ..... c 
of the frar bv investors tn lend monco· for 
the development of the ('Ountt·y ancl because 
of l:hc high cos.t of carryin2,· onl suc.:h. \York. 
The Go\·o<·runent ha, e been L wcvtl0nal1,1· 
fM·ourablv placed with regard to their 
l'C'YP1HIC'. ~ La:3t \7 car there \vas an i11cre tso of 
£828.f)6 oYer the 'l'e\ ellLF' for the prP\-ions 
~'ear, and 1he rcyenu<?- last vear cxcf~rdc•d the> 
C..;;;tirnatcd nn1onnt of rcyc'tn1e by £35.3:939. 
The expenditure last year exceeded the 
""P' '1cliturl of the JH'evious year by £630.950. 
and cxcc<•ded the e·-tim"tc of exjwnditnrc' b:· 
£358.269. In spite of thi., incrca~c oYer tht• 
f'~timate, \Yhich- i, cv ren1arkably big onr. 1]w 
Gon,rnrnellt still find thcrmcln•s in tl:c 
awkward rosition of haYing to incrca.A• rai1-
v. ay freights and fares, of not being ahl~ to 
'lllCI".' the inerca~;,'·:;; to public serYants, aud in 
_.,,...,h a po-,ition that they arc hn ving to 'Hake 

fol' a hnost every act. \Yhrn .:·n 
in JTH'nue amoi"mting to £100.000 

o,-er the prC'Yious y0ar is obtained. it surPl~T 
~h(J\\'.:: that taxation is ha Ying a deh:tcriou;--) 
dYe< t UJ10<l the people, because nearly the' 
'.dtoie of that increa.-<o is secured b.v taxation 
a11d not through the prosperit\' of indEstr: . 

One of th · results-and the worst result
that it is ~~oirH~ to have is the f'urt.ailment 
of aclYaJH es to settlers. The perpetual lease 
polic:: of the Gonernment has made it 
impossible' for settler, to go to anybody but 
the GoYernrnf'nt to seclll'C adYances. \Yhen 
a man hac! a freehold he had a ·' cm·it:: 
on "·hirh he could r;o to a private institu· 
tion and secure aSRistance. Under the per· 
petual lease policy the private institutions do 
not f'onsider the scrurit~· good enough, ronse
quentiy thn.t previous source of assistance to 
the sC'ttlcr is cut off. \YP now line! that. 
owing to the curtailment of funds, the 

Mr. MoO?"e.J 
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GoYernmnnt arc unable to supply the neces
-.ar:v a:-;;;;lstanec for those settlers to carr:.· 
en. Thett is bad enough ae regards 
tbc ordinary ~ctt1l'r, bnt it is caus1ng 
:u1 nnn1en~0 araount CJf hardship and 
trouble to the soldier settlers. I will 
nko but one instance where this hard
~hip is being c {pericnc(Jd; that is, the soldier 
'--E:ttlernent a_t (;, cil Plain~. In IYly opinion" 
whPn a solcl1er :3-C'ttkr has rf'ceiYcrl the Inaxi
tnum achance of £625, the Gon•rnmont. 
in;-;.tpad o£ \Yriting to hin1 and :~.a::ing he has 
exhaustf'cl the acl,·ance that he is entitled 
to, .-;hould 111ake inquirirs into thr position 
of th0 settler 10 ascertain v.hether he is a 
cap.•blc and efficient \vorker. IYhcthPr he is 
Jikf'lv to sttc·c -'d if he a littJe rnorc 
<J~:-,i~l:ancP. and ·whether assc·ts he has 
Jcc Jnlub:ncd on hi~ farrn he took it 
up are suflicient securirv for n1oro n1oncv 
tcJ he ad \·anc:._'{1 to him.· I kno"\Y of n1an;, 

.:::;e.~ ''horl', O\Ying to the last tw-o bad 
:-::;, a~ons, t 11e set+1ors ha Ye lost large nun1ber·~ 
of tlL'ir cattle, and ir i~ onlv reasonable, 
\\hen the:v nrtke application tc; the Goycrn
Jm'nt, that the o'UJWnisor of the settlement 
;-}Jould be a-. to thr•ir finaneial 
Position the po,sibility d thoir making-
,!.!.:onJ. If lh:? report of the supcrYif'or is 
fctYO~lr:-~blc. the GoYCl'llmcnt shonlU a~:::~isr thoF\e 
--t·ttlt'l'F\. ins~Pad of pr::u:tieully pn:"hing thent 
ufi:' their f.,rnw. ~lany of thern are being: 
for.:ed off their farn1:-:: thr rugh no fault of 
their and ~i1nply through the Inaladn11n

of tlr· GoYcrnlnent in financ~~ and 
of thl' Go·.·cruuwnt jn !lOt 

-..upcrYisor. "\Yho v1~;_:-; there and 
''ho 1\...<S iu a posiilon to kHO\\·, \"'..'hc·ther·thes(' 
rnpn "'-Yt'L' in a n-o:Sition ro rrJ,ll·:L' i:toocl or not. 
I haYe had 111~~11~· appl1cttioliS >l'nt ro nw 
1at, l.Y 1Jv YarioE::. ~cttlcr:-; on Plain:-.:, 

::o far I can ont. are in a 
::\Iatw of thl:!1 

rn<'"n with vcxperiencc) 
rnakr> ~:oocl proYidcd the\· 

~~~;"J.stanc;.- · llut theY ha YC he en 
to ~'- t a~·i:tar;_cc out~i<.h-• of the 

O\Ying i; the rcunre lP1der \Yhich 
. took np their ]ancl. La~t :'eJ.r the 

CoYernmcnt brought in an _._.\gricuhural Bank 
~c\mcnclmenr BilL under which all sorts of 
l)l'Omisc- "\YOre 1na-r:lc, but, so far Ui', I can <e,ee, 
no funclc hnYe been made available to carrv 
tJUt those promises. Promi:::{'S \\'C'Te hPld oUt 
'.';hich, if corriecl out. would prssibly enable 
the;.;l~ n1c:n to make a srtccc~·, of th('ir land. 

o"\ving to cireurnstanccs oyer wl->ich they 
no controL theY arc forceLl into tho 

of sacrilici:r~lQ' the 1ncl th:' ·..vork 
prtt into Th ~~ haYc to 1f'aYC' their 

the · stock. a lld will 
lt 1<:; not 

:-t qnc tion of Inotw>· nYailable. 
I aclrnit there 
'-honld net bL arc (,.'" 
t~ar behind tllat no opportunit,\· of 
1 Jukin~~· good, there arc• l!1Cn v;]-n 
an_, '\Yorkcrs to "\Y~tonl aJ'"a~~cc· 
l! ,1- curtailN-1 to o1a 11lc them to 
r[nOt:''h the bad <:;(_'flr~on~ thC'Y l1:1YC' JU~t 
-1 ' "' t1 1hrou,J1. Tho:--r' ;_·_,ruarJ.:~. a]~ply 
· icn1 rl .,. ro t'H• Jlt1ier ('tt1C'r.~ (;1 1• 

_i_)la1ns., ,11thongh tht>rc• arc othc-1· place~ 
llich a :-;irnil 1' ~Jj'(_)(·\'dll.i'[' r._ay can·i· cl 

rut. Tbe GoYPrtlnlent ~1 ,_nd(1 a~ k ~nper-
~.-i .or to ach·ise D.s 10 the chnnce cf the m8n 

nceruprl_ pulling tlJrough. If rh{' l(·pon i-

1llg' 

th :-:::hc}ul--1 mRkf' thr n·_·cc::-sar\· 

[ 1l1 r. Moo re. 

that lU<lll t.l Inal;;:J' go:Jcl.' 

Tr!~nsnl'CT '\' -.. fr;]m)m\t
sinkiug nlmu·~- 111 th\' 

citv and not n1aking· n1one~r ayailabl·· for the 
clc~·,,lopmcnt of the country~--

The TRE.\',JFRER: I \Yas not critici-.i11g thL 
banks on that account, bu.t raihcT fo1· th1 
way they "\Yerc criticiisng the Govcrrnuent. 

11r. MOORE : Tlw reason the 
lending- mono.y for the development 
]H:>perties is the hig-h land tax. 
lmildings w·iJl not rC'lnrn an mnoun1 
to the money inve,ted in the pmpcrty. 
pay the high taxatiou, and thP only thing to 
be• clone is to erect higher building,. The 
Tr0aom·er was attacking the banks for 
advancing moncv to dov,•lop Brisbane 
properties-- · 

The TREASCRER: I said the badcs h · ·:c 1,0 

~TOU1HlM for criticising ihe Govcr~un0111. 

::\Ir. MOORE: I have poimccl 
banks han• l'VPry ground for 
Gov0rnrneut. The -Govornn1ent 
the man oJ, the land from 

th<· 
thP 

ha.-e <"Ut c..'f 

Jn·lvatc bankf The7 have 
a hjgh tax on city pro1 ''rtlf's 
have had to put up higher 
have h:JC! to g-o to the banks for the rnn11ey. 

Tlw SEChETARY FOR AGR!CCTLTURE: \Yhv rh 
they think eountr•.T inv<.)stn1ents an; nr>r ~oozl 
('llOUgh? 

:Vlr. 1\IOORE: Bccaus0 of the p<·l')"H~tual 
lras'' poliev. 

Thf' SECRETARY ron ~-\GRICT~LTrP-- : The·· 
wonld not a(h~ance on freehold propc1·:i ~. 

J'.Jr. :\IOORE: The Goyernrn<•nr ha Ye 
placed th" farn::cr in such a po:::>ition that he 
is thH~atened \Yith awards which wili cripple 
l1i1n. I:IC' has no ~ccuritv to offer, aud natur
al!:: th" bauks are shy cof lending money to 
such n1en. 

)..fr. HOBERTS.: The Govcrnn1ent thP -~~p]yc 
,,~ill not lr<nd the farn1crs n1on 

::'vir. MOOHE: Thnt is oo. Th'· 
of the GoYcrnulcnt ha.., 

~'e;.;triction of priYate n: ·,tint-
Their poli<·~~ of paying 6 pc;· 

6j JW~ <' nt. ;ycr the count,'i' ba~ 
ti10 capacity of priYate financial 
\Yl1o }:-; goiu-~ ro h:nd n1oucv for tLt..• 
rnc·nt of countT~~ outside tlH .jrv 1 

("trl gt>t 6 per ct>nt. to 6~- per cPrit. tax frC'C 
UYt'l' the counter hon1 the Go\'el'tllnent '? 
Again. the G-oYcr11n1cnt 
u~:ing their rnoney; they 

~Hnount of tnoncy 
ill ork" t1u.tt arc 

f-in•nci--;~ 1 'turn~ 
a nu1nhf'r of it i:_, 
thPt tnon Y bn denr. of 
eudcaYoul'i;:Q' to 1mproYt' ihe thP 
Gcl':C'rninc·nt ~n·p continuing io Y:Hf.ll' ItJOJH_•·; 

and unprofitabh"' Yi'OJ1;:. 

b0 ;.;:-;~i~·tin!.t thn Inan 0~1 tlln 
him ·' - r 1ther Lw· 

11in1 in ·_.uth a ihar h' lw~ "() lc·1y 
hi' lnml. 

The :-::nm c; in th· 
1mrn rnihnl\' 
n1cmhcr fo1: Tco\Y0CH!J1; 

.\bout £160.000 wn' m 
Station. ha. 

On neither of 
::\Ioncv e~n be f, nnd 

uf \\ "rk. Lnt !t V c1nnot he 
a.- ;i~tanc- to boni {id·:- ~et tiers 
;;tt}u~ · d to et rlP on thf' land. 

nf 
nf trucks 

"\'\~ll!nw

hcm. 
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the ether day a n1an \\Tote to n1e conlpl:lin
j ng that he \Yould have to dismiss fourteen 
hand~ fron1 his briclnvorks near Too-vvoomba. 
H•· said he had been endeavouring to get 
trucks for three we'ks. as he had 400,000 
bricks to send "'·' av. but trucks could not 
be scru1·Pll. Then aiain, tho coalmines in n1y 
cwn (1i .trict arc working short time, not 
ln~cclll'-'0 orders arc uot available, but becans_~ 
trucks arc not a' ailahlc Lo tak._ the coai 
awaY. Surelv that shows that the shoT(· 
'igh.ted r;olic0; and maladministration of the 
(;OYf'rnnlent are aggravating distecss at the 
present tirrw, a11d not as~iciting to bring about 
u better condition of things .. Lccau~e \YO ha>."e 
not sufficie:n trucks to curcy produce or ·u1,kc 
awa~ the articles that are producr~d. \Ve 
il<-!Yt~ knO'.Yll fLa~ a long tirrLc: ihat Hwro is a 
11·C111endous shortage of ea ttle trucks, and 
< attkmcn have had to hang on to their catt!,, 
long nftc::· the period ,,·hen they should haYe 
been ~r:Ilt to the rnrtrket. That all n1cans 
lms-lo~s to the ·indiYidual and lo~, to the 
:-itate. This po -it ion has been broug:1t about 
b,v the f:xtensiYe railway constructiou policy 
of tlw Government. whi!P theY have not bnilt 
rolli11g-stock in proporriou. V In connection 
\vith an~· railway policv, it must bo recog-nisell 
that it. io; absoluteh· essential that sufficient 
rolling-stock should 'be built e,·en if it means 
a curtailment of the construction of lines. 

I notice that a great deal of monec is 
Loing expended on the Southport-Bur!'eigh 
road and bridge, and I sho,Il<l like a lil tlc 
inforn1 t11on it1 connection thcrnwlth. That 
road 1 .• :as to haYe been npc wd last Easter, 
but it is not open ::et. \Yhcnovcr one got'S to 
Southpon one hears l'Pmark:; about the fear
ful \vastc of money on that 1oad. It is being
built by tllf' Government, and th" Southpmt 
( 'ouncil ha Ye no occasion to worry, beca.u:;e 
1t has to pay a stipnlated ~lnll, and the 
ba}aJ;re of the cost is goin.~ to fall on the 
G-oYC'l'lll11Cnt. As rt result of th0 \YaY iu which 
the work is being cal'ripd 0u1-. j( YviH co«t 
an CI1orrr1ous stun, and the people haYc gra\·L· 
doul)ts a~ to when the road "'~ill b0 opened. 
Sornc :-. t.,\ it 1-rill not L-~ opened for fiYe -years: 
others "'3· it \Vill not be npencd for twenr•· 
years. ~o far. the road ha~ ouh~ l:JPC!l con
strncteJ to I\Ieycr's Ferry, wh~ch is only 
4 miles, and it has to go another 8 mil·os 
past that. The Southpon Council do "ot 
take over the road until it is complotod bv 
thL (~on_•nnnent. I was lold the other n,-: 
tlwt it has cost £80,000 up to the nrr'scnt. 
lmt I haYc 110 definitf~ inforrr1ahon ~~to Yrhat 
ir has cost. 

The 8ECRET.\RY FOR l'cBLlC LAXD'·· That is 
not COlTC'Ct. 

:\fr. :\IOORE: Tlwy toll me that the 11ight 
\Yatchuwu. whose dutv iJ i~ to sc•e that nobod 
1Yal1\:...: across the bridge bchYPCn 8 o'clock il1 
the ('n_~r.lng and 5 o'clock in the Inorning. 
n_~L'j-,·c';; £9 2~. a week. I do net kno1T,- if 
<-1Jytb1 tlg' i~ to be out of that. I ha ye 
-r:'ll 1 he roaU, and know that an cnorn:wus 
anwunt htH; been spent on it. I sa1Y the 
;.t('<:1lli roncr that \Y.{l'<. taken down there to 
roll it. and IYlwn they p:1t tht' rn11C'r on. i1· 
\\-ent through tlw road, and the,- had to use 

- ho1·sc roller. The ~o~t is out of 
to the bonPfit to be roceived. 

Th" SU'RE1'\EY FOR Pt'BLlf' L '.XDS: Th0 C 0 < 
i . .; <-' t=L·ood (i:-al OYer th(' e. h1natc. 

:'.l1. ~lOORE: 
LaY(' ;.;onict11in:.r 

\YtTnld 
to go on. no-,'.-
arc f_"oiYl~.!" to Clll'lflll C'Xlll'lc·\. 

thPy IYill not l1e 
pron11Jtly. To 1ny 

it ·will cost the GoYcrnn1cnt an cn:::::'mous 
SUD1. 

The SECHET.IRY FOR PcBLIC L..\XDS: 'Sha r do 
y(Ju ~uggcst ,,.0 should a~)·: 

J\Tr. l\IOORE: I do nor know that th•c 
supervision has been adequate for the cnry
ing out of the \York. 

The 8ECRETAHY FOil Pl BLIC L\liDS: \\'hoce 
fault i' that ·1 That is the fault d th0 
engineer 

Mr. :1IOOR E : The 'upe•·vision ha' bec:1 
faulty. 

The SECRET.\EY FOR Prm.rc LAXD~ : The real 
diffi('nlt:·· has bet~H in connection vrith the 
quarr~-. 

[10.3C tun.] 

:VIr. }lOORE: That mav have been one 
of the tlifficultics. If rho 'Ministol", instead 
of going down as Secretal"v for Public Lands 
and getting a garbled rePort made to hin1, 
IYould go as a private citizen and see for 
himscdf. I think he would get his eyes opened. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LAXDS: I have 
been there, and my eyes are open. 

:u,.. MOORE: I am glad that the :Minister's 
(':·e~ arc opened, because possibly he will 
rnake sornc alteration. ~\t present no altera
tion has been 1nade. and the sa1ne extraYa
p:ance and wasto is , going on t.D-day as wa::; 
going on six months ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LAKDS : The 
:1\lain Roads Board engineer reported on the 
matter. and the Board is now building the 
road from the other cud and getting th<: 
stuff from the quarrioc. 

}lr. :\lOORE: The waste has not neen 
cbYiated. The }linistcr should see that tlw 
\York is carried on in a 1noro econo1nic :J and 
efficient manner than it i~ at present. It is a 
pure "·astc of money which can be obviated, 
\Yhcn we sec this continuing IY·tsto of n1oney, 
C'Yen alter tho l\llnist·er f.ays his eyes ha.vo 
been opened, it is time some other mc·thod 
\Yn.;. adopted in the construction of Goyern
nH:'nt wo-rks. The whole thing has bevnne a 
rnockerv and t1 b"';-\Vord ·around the countrY. 
Veoplc V are point{ng out the -way in ·whiCh 
ilw GoY:..'rn1ncnt are recklenly {'xpending 
puhlic n1(:me:.-, and then-. is a good Jcal oi 
disgust oYer the \Yhole question. 

Thcr0 is another IY~attee I would like to 
call attention to-that is, in connection Vi~ith 
the n gulatiolls \Yh1ch ha ye been placed on 
tlw table. I that the GoYernment .ar·c 
altering Act Parliarncnt by l'egu!'ltior~. 
Th(' 1·e:o·ulatio1 : under the Surrar \"\ ork·or:-:' 
Pc·r·p;tt~al Lca;e Selections- Act

0

haYe alter<'d 
the Land Ac: in ~o far as the perccn-;·1gc of 
annual rent~ i3 conc·Prncd. Instead of being 
1~ per C'Pn1. on Cro\Yn lands nnd 3 pf:r renr. 
on tnwn~hip allohnents. thC'y have all been 
placed at 5 per cent. It go• · stiil further 
than that. Thev haY·C altered the Loc:d 
Authorities Act in rrhard to the 1nethod of 
Yaluation. That _Act distinctlv states that 
perpetual lease selections shall ·bE' Yolnecl a,; 
freehold; but the new rogulations under the 
Sugar vYorkers' P0rp£tual Lease Selection 
~\et haYc alterPC] that. and \chcy have g·one 
back to the old principle the 
capital Ya]ue at twenty tinlC'S 
J stronf!'ly object to this principle 
)t,_, of Parliarncut h~ rf'gulations. 

put upon the lab];, in this 
veople do not 1oo!.;: at thero. I IYHS sur-

nriserl to f1nd that the Lone! c:nrl tho 
L" l ,\uthorii ir ~\et could be re• cl by 

i1lr . .ill oore. J 
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r.f'u'ulations under the Sugar \Vorkcrs' Per
pc:~ual Lease Selections Act. I do not think 
that re. ulations \Vcre eYer meant to apply m 
i hat ' If the Land Act e ays that per-
pcLwl selections are to be taken up and 
the ro1t is to be 1~ per cc:nt. on the cap1tal 
YaluL'. Jt does not rncan tha[ regulations may 
lw aftenvards under another Act to 

that it shall be 5 per cent. It is 
\•:hen the Land Act provides that 

rc•nh are to be based on 3 per cent. of 
the canital Yalue for township allotments, 
that th,c- should be made 5 per cent. under 
anotbc·r ~~et; but that is \\hat has occurr·ed. 
\Y c ~h:dl get into a rnuddlr, witl~ rega1·d 10 
the 1Ix&tion of rents if \YC are gorng to have 
the p~-o\-i:-:.ions of one ..:.\et altered b~v regu
latlnn-:. n1P..de under a subsequent Act. The 
prin,·iplc is \Hong, and should be objected to. 
I supr1o . .:e it is no good objecting to regu
lations which baye been placed on the table. 
So long ·_ts the Govennncnt haYe the nun1bers 
to - t!wm through, they will go through; 
hut it only right that attention should be 
.c·:J.ll'~l1 tn the principle. which is going on 
n1orc• and n1ore eYery yt<tr, of governn1ent b~.~ 
, eg·ulation::>. Regulations arc made under an 
Act n s .· rncthod of rectifying anomalies anJ 
to .a~:'i"'t in carrying out the proyisions of the 

TlwT- ar·'' not nH'ai-.t to alt0r i he who\(' 
u·1 \\·hid1 l_H'l'\-ioui' ~..\cts of Par]ianwnt 

had 1H· ·:: pn::;.-...ed: but 1hat is what has beeu 
dont· i!-:: '::.;u.:: __ •ctlnE 'iYith the b;o:,-·o sets of regula

. I :!;'lYl. n11'1ltionccl. \Y should ht· · c sm1W 
a>' to the reason for the differ· 

f'' ·_·,·~ lu n !..',·ulations in connec-tion with these 
-"\d~. \Yl·~ mav ha\-(' another opportuni1y 
of di,c ''ill<' these mattero, but I would like 
1 n kr.lJ' · ho~- the GoyernnH'nt ca.n justify the 
lL,tkit'p· ('f these regulations. 

I l:o J;._,t know that it i~ nccu.,sarv for nH~ 
hl rnuch rnorc. I have po~ntc:-d out 

thin;s \Yhich nrc affecting the 
·tt 1hc lll'l'5Cllt time. One thing 

the IJC'Olllc in the country n1ol'n 
aJid on -which it i.;; llC'ce::;~ Ll'~\· 

us to .cJilatP. is the curtailment 
uf to set11Pr~. I kno'iY that ach·ancc:-> 
to 'iYc~-::n·~ for ch;-cllings haYc been curtailetl 
r:L-o. 1cir poi'ition i~ not li 1 .~c that of 
tlw i'1 the counln l'vianv of them 
a rP po5ition that 'thf'/ hnsc alrc ·.dy 
~:ot fl'On1 the Govcl·nrrl(.•nt. at.d thr-\· 
then ('an not g(~t assistance frorr1 anybody 
elf'P Li.it the GoYcrnnH.'llt. I think it is rnost 
unfair that thcv should han' been led on in 
tho hope, bn:" eel on the ~\cts which have 
he~::•n lH ft!, that they would bo able to 
SC'C'lll'C• :.ufficient a"~i:-:tance fron1 the Gc...sPr!l
rne::.t to 1·alT"'V on. ancl then haYe tl1at ar:si"t
ance 1..\cnied ~then1 O\\-in-" to llnan('ial 'fl.trin-

I kno 1,. that nurnbcrf-i of then1 ha-,-c 
nu n_'d do"""l1. and it rnr·•.ns t,hat n1~nv 

tl:t>lrt ar --yoin:-:; to lw forced ofT the lann. 
thl 1 1k: v-ould Le \YPll for the GovC'l'l1Hlcnt 

to Clt:·· whet1H l' it i~ not better to 
c_wlc L\·onr to keep those H_•ttlf'r a1ready on 
the iand rather than start r:.e\v st•ttlcr:->. I 
do nnt a~k tLe Goycrnn1t~Lt to ',;iv" 1h m 
ndYal1l'f indi~crin11natr1y. hnt - itlquiries 
5hould h·· into the cor,,}jtiou~ affcchng 
e\·PrY nrw a::;.k~ for an adyance to asccr-
i a in·,\ lwt her hrt" ~uffici"1;t a~"·Pts to ju~tifY 
tLat ,~..;,i:-tan.:e which i~ nPl'f'S· trY 1o pnablt' 
llin1 to calT·- on hi~ actiYitie-..--:_that j.;, to 
(~ncoura;:. hirn to go on rather thiln to leave 
him in the hu·,h. 

Mr. E.ERR (7\nnrt(/ITU): Dcfore you leave 
thP ch;;ir. :Mr. SpC'.ckC'r. I wcwt to air one or 
i '"'' QTic a nee". Fir>t of all, I would like to 

[Mr. Moore. 

c~ca 1i \Yith the question of tho sold1f'r setLle~ 
ll•.ellt,. o\lthough we haYE· had in Qneenslanti 
a change m the directorate of soldic>r settle·· 
rar•1.1ts, it ~s purely ,,~ith the Govcrrunellt 
pohcy that I wish to deal. Although ol 
~'L:CPnt yL,,,rs we have had onn or bYo change:' 
1n the l\Iinister in charge of these acti\·i.tie~ 
of the GoYermnent. that is no rcasc"l whv '', 
should not criticise the Governmcut polieY. 
and ask them to do the right and proper 
t1nng. l want to refer to one or two rc1narks 
made by the present. administrator of the 
settlements. He had this to sav about them-

'· These criticisms about soldier settle· 
1ncnt arc hardly fair to n1e." 

\Ye ma.\ acknowledge the justic0 of that 
rc1nark, but that is no reason why \\T~ o11 
this sicle of the HothP should not sav t'un. 
JHn-el·thelei;~, the right thing has 110"t Lccti 
done by the Governn1cnt. rrbe~;e :::ettlcnlCnt-
have been in exist('nce for ::;mno tirn0. and it 
is pretty late in th0 day to reply to our 
attacks 1r that way. rrhe J\Iinister in cl•.a,rg-Q 
of the sl "tlemcrrts also sai.J in regard i:o tlle 
tran .. fpr of certain n1en th:.1t it w~1s a doul;t
ful and costly proposition. bo Jong as the 
G-ovcnHHf'nt take the YiC\V that it js a doubt
ful ··nd costl.:.~ Dl'OllO.:'iit:u~1 t.) place ~olci.ie1· 
settlers on clec,;nt land. so long will the 
soldier settlers not be; put in thP position in 
\\·hich \Ye ought to sec ihenJ. r_rhr tim•_1 i~ 
ripe for the Goycrnment to do 'omething 
more than sit back a11d sa-:- that it ]s doubt
ful. and _co_stl:,-. and that thDy are 1 \·illing to 
wntc mdhon', of pounds ofi the settlements. 
The bc::;t wa: io t-ackle the ()UC~tion is not tJ 
talk ;cbout the co~tlincss of a solution. but 
t-o gin_' thu r.nc-11 \Yho hnvc taken up land 
real chance to n1akc good. The TrPasnrer 
aJso l!ad sonlf'tl-Jing to 3a>· in regard to soldier 
settlunPat. Ho had this to say--

The SPEAKER: Ordr'r! The hon. m0m· 
bcr :will noi be in order in referring to .t 

prev10LL" debatP of this session. 

:Vlr. KF:RR: I am not referring to a state
In~·nt 1nade i11 this House by the Treasurer. 
H1s statement was to the effect that the 
f-Jldier.~ 'iYou]d not make as gond settler~ a:
thc ordinary person going on the land. l 
haYe yf!t to learn that such is the cas·'· 

The TREAScRER: I ':.aid that thcr,e probabh· 
would Le a bigger percentage of failurCs 
with soldier settlers. 

J\lr. KERR: Tho hon. gentleman said that 
the soldiers would not make as good settlers 
as the ordinary person. 

The TREASUPER: That is absolu1elv \Yrong. 
That is a garbled report. I admit that I 
soid that there• v;ould probably be a bigger 
pcrce'Jtage of failqres with soldier ' ttlen 
lwcauoe of tlceir inexperience. · 

J\.1r. KERR : Because their selcctiom 
would not be so good in the first instance. 
At the time that I read the hon. gentle· 
rnan's remarks I tDok strong exception tn 
thctn. Let me examine the position and se•~ 
if the Goyernment are justified in their action 
towards the soldier sdtlcrs. There arc two 
kinds of settlers-those who have been 
settled under the group settlement schemes 
a11d those that haYe been settled under fw 
State A<h-anccs Act. Under the State Ad
Yances Act, 2.172 men wore settled on the 
land. and we1·e advanced £998,000, of which 
the: have repaid £132,000 in interest and 
redemption. These men were not settle·d in 
groups by tlw Goyernment. but took up 
selections for themselves, and 2,000 of them 
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ha ,-e made good ana have repaid the full 
amount of int.·rest and redemption, and in 
1;o c·71~e al'f' there an~v arrears of payment. 
That indicate' that the soldier settlers are 
",. & ood settlers as any other settlers going 
on the land to-day. 'Cndor the group settle
ment scheme the sum of £L242,000 has be<m 
0xpended, and only £27,800 has been received 
in intorc-t and redemption, which is about 
aLe-fifth of the amount receive-d from those 
who selected their own blocks, On some of 
the group settlements some of the settlers 
h .ve made good where they have been able 
to produce a marketable commodity in con
n0etion with catlle raising, sheep raising, 
dairying; pig raising, and the growing of 
maizo in the Atherton district. Jl<lany hun
dred settlers are doing well on those settle
ments earr~·ing out those pursuits. They 
have been abk to make good on fairly suit
" l.!e land; I: ut on the land supplied by the 
Gon•rnment-which is of second quality or 
no quality at all-thev have not been able 
to rn:1ke good, and thC Government are not 
making an attempt to transfer settlers from 
;;;.uch placc3 8~ Boetburrun1. I kHoW that a.t 
Coon1in_1 a and one or two other places, where 
about forty settlers starte-d on the land 
1 hPro :·no t'o-day no settlers on those blocks'_ 
H undrod· of houses haY€ been erected and 
arc now empty, Hundreds of chains of fenc
ing have been erected at a cost to the 
GoYPrnn1ent, and no use is being made of 
them to-day. If places like B<eerburrum wer,, 
only being given a trial, I \vould not raiso this 
question, but the same state of affairs exists 
)'Oar after year. The settlers have met in 
confcrcnc·e and h~we approached the l\linis
ror by moans of deputations, and are still 
cnssvtisfted because that which should be 
don!' h'ls not been done, I know that some
thing has been done to trv and alleviate the 
po<:<ition, but the main thing is to take those 
who f'annot make a living at Beerburrurn 
and D 1nce them on decent blocks. It is 
rronli to say that the whole of the country 

at Gl.J~.:-.:hoi..lSe :rdountains and other plar·es is 
<'Omposed entirely of sandv ridges. Action 
should bt" taken to transfer settlers from some 
of the blocks on Beerburrum; but some of 
the land i::1 that vicinitv is most valuable 
and is cccupied more or ~less by independent 
):\Tower'. Ono should not take up the atti-
1 ude that the whole of the land in the 
district is unsuitable. because by doing so 
it will have a depreciating effect on the good 
blocb there. I will not deal any more >vith 
'old1er settlers, other than to ask the ::'llinis
ter definitely, before Supply is granted, 
"·lwth0r he will make arrangements to 
transfer to decent blocks thos·e men who 
have made such a request. It is better to 
cut the loss now than to continue it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:>;DS: That is 
not cutting the los'-

}lr. KERR: What does th<e :Minister 
suggt-'1t? 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC L\:>;Df' : It is 
ere at ing a new lia hilitv, \\'here are the 
GoYcrnment to get the m~oney? 

}lr. KERR: I runember pnintinv out to 
this Hou'e that the Government had not 
takt•CJ advantage of all the money that was 
offering· from the Commonwc,alth Gm·orn
ment for a couple of years. That is a fact. 
and to-day the.v ar0 not going to take anv of 
that n1oncy at all, and, as a. rrsult, tho 
-.('ttlenwnts ~re going to be a failure. If 
tlw iJ01L gentleman will turn up the pagec of 

"Hans ,rd," he will find where I dealt with 
this mati(;r. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: Oh! 

J\Ir. KERR: Yes, the figures will be found 
there. 

The SECRETARY FOR P l'BLIC LA:>;JJS : I ask 
you 1101\- "'rhero you got the information. 

Mt. KERR: I obtained the information 
through que,tions that were asked on the 
subject in the Federal Parlwment, and from 
Federa-l "Han:-;.ard." 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAKDS : You are 
entirely wrong. 

1Ir. KERR: I am not. I know how much 
each individual settler \Ya·,, cornn1itted to 
under the advance, I also knov\~ ho-,\· n1uch 
the Government received, how much the 
other States receiYed jlLr seitlcr, and how 
much their soldier settlers received. If it is 
not possible for one to rnakc a compari~on on 
those figures, it is not possible to make any 
companson at all. rnfortunatel~·, dunng the 
last twelve months the people of Quer•nslanJ 
have had a good deal to put up \Vith. and, 
before Supply is granted b.~.-· _this HoH~l', ''Ye 
f'an verv 1ve1l ,-0ntilate what 1s happenn1g 111 

1his St;tC'. First of all. WC' haY,, hud variou;;; 
:.\lini~ters taking n11 :111 attjtudS' of personal 
aggrandisernent, ~uch a-;; the s('~rct<.n.\: for 
Public \\'arks usurping the funct10ns. ot the 
Treasurer. \Ve have had other l\llmsters 
talking on the exchange problem. 

:VIr. CoLLrKS : And the hon. member for 
Enoggera wnt1ng an article to ·· The 
~,:.tional Revic\v" on Queensland finance. 
iLaughter.) 

:\1r. KERR : And a very good article. too. 
\Yhile we have had this State constantly 
Ftruggling in a state of financial chaos caused 
bv the maladministm tion of the GovNnment, 
\'."e have had the ::lecrPtary for Hailways in 
constant "halts" with the uHio:ns in hi:" 
dr-pa.rtn1ent. These unio~l·~:. haYe bE:en pu1lin~ 
hirn and hiR GoYr-rnnH·nt to l)H'('f_'~. an'{ 
~Iinisters haYe been giYing- the ~wholf· of theil~ 
attention to these nnion~ to thP derrirnent cf 
the State, \Ye have harl the sped 'cle JC ihc 
Sccretarc- for Agriculture Yacillating over tlw 
ratoon coiton question-a guest10n that I' of 
paran1ount in1portance to ('neer:~laiHt, \Ye 
ha\e also had him dcclarin,y that lw hed no 
knowledge of 1 he \(·y~- !l!Uclc on the "otton 
indu~try, nnd atten1pting to put th:\ lJlanH} 
for the whole matter on to the ('ommon
v·ealth Govornme;,t, \Ye have hac' the Go
Ycrnnlent appointing bourds on their own 
adn1inistration-boanl~ to go into th~~, posi
tion of the soldier settlements-and. after 
the boards have bcr:n operating in cc•rtain 
directions, no rcsnlt brin~ obtained from 
them, \Ye haYc also had the fakin,: of pro 
paganda for the Plcctions of the }Icrro\;o!itan 
\Vater and Sewer .ge Bonnl by allP.::~::ttlons. as 
to discrepancies in regard to wo1l;;:-:. =:·a_lTJNI 
out bv (·ontrar1 and da\· lahonr l'E.':~lH '·tJYely. 
\Ye h[rvc thl' GoYerlllilP{lt no\\' Ltci11~· a finan .. 
cia] posi1ion whlch 1ht•y ~hould il,Y•-' fac0d 
in~r0aJ of \Ya~lirur 1hc country's PlPJ:, .'T by 
brin!:.rillg up sndJ, f!l'gnrnc 1.t~ as 1\"E'l'C :~nro
dncC'd to in£1 nPnc·:' tlw l'h•; twns of tl1 1 ::\Ietro
nolit ·n \\~at· r and 8f·Wt'l'Hf.YC' _BDard. It :-.t•p,n,., 

~1ntbinkablo that a- GoYn';lJilCll r should rake 
lliJ the 1nud the~. clitl in tho~. c_lectiml:; ~ir:npl:v 
to assi-t their part:, to gc·t Into pr),,\ .,, on 
the board. 

\Ye ha Ye a]::-o had the tll-:fortunnie 'll'~od(' 
in r0gard to tlw po.,irion d Agc•nt-G,:ncraL 
\Ye ha..-c had all tlw~e thing3 goi!:g un 

llir. Kerr.] 
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indd~uitcl , and. inron\ JYen ·with tltern lla.;; 
be ;_•n the Jntcrnal -:-rrike in the ranks of tiH=' 
UoYctnlncnt party. 1'lw position h'P'l 
Lrought about b,y th0 ::\linisters s .:~ th.•i!· 
; ·r~on'l.l aggrandisPlllCllt. \Y(' th•' 
p,_·un1icr s0eking a transfer to al 
~pltc'l :'. and the Se_·l'ctal''' for 
tlL· ~P fo1 Pubhc \Ye'.~;.:::;, 

~\ .. :;Til·ultnr:> ali ~c to 
poshio/1 the Premi''r ~1cnr ld .... 

\YhilC' al1 this intt l'lJHl :~trifc {•xi·, ~ -~Illl!l 
tl!C' 1·. JJk::; cf th0 GoYcrnn1ent. t(w ~hlf,' i:: 
di·iftiur~· ru:d driftill9,' into f-iun_~:c: d dlrln.~. 
~111d :-:oOl' the GOY('l'])lllC'!1t will 1~0 ]r :l · 
etfd(' 0!1, \YL' haYP 1 ,_'l Jc,i-
liitt ly tllP la:'t "'~.- eck ~r 1'.\·o ; l~·tt 
IS u th Labour part::. IY ,, 
had tlw Add re~, in Repl:: InoYccl 1· · hu . 
Jncmher for Tuv,n·-Tillt•. At the t•'l n ric;l 

tht• hon. llH"'lllbPr\:; ~JlCC\h b l! chrt• .. t 
ilun th' iH:>]Jinttion tr' coantlcs;;. ".)rl-(_,l·~ ~ 
tr Lr· t'onnd in ~oc:iali:)nL :'\o \\n:~cl~,-;_· t::~· 
C~oYt·rllrt1f'1lt haYe takPH their JH' ·.'Lt ttti
ll:dc: ~o \Yonder thcv haYP <'G~1::' t:) th i:;_· 
[.n"~f':ilt state of chao~! To-daY ~lH:· a. 1' 

qHibhln1g aud f!:!.-ding- cxcu· :'i. ' TLr~ 
l~"'lling thP '\orker-" thU:t· the cmploy.c a:.d 
n1tt' of C'Xchaugr• D !'t> l'·C ,pon~ibL· "n· r:1.' 
'hortap:<' of rn:)nc·y. That ~hurt8 ~. 11f 
ruf<..'1T"d t"' i11 the· Statt"' financ ~ 
only bcl'n brought about by the attitude 
arlopU'•l bv the GoYernrnent and bv their 
<.uln1i11i:--trai:ion of this State. ~ 

DPa11ng v:ith t11P quef'tion of in1migration, 
I would like to know if the Tr asurer. when 
he was in the old country, was in agreement 
\\· it·h an Act that ,,-a~ passed in Groat Britain 
in 1922. That Act pl'OYidcd that an expcndi-
1tHP of Jll,500.0Cr:, for the first vcar and 
£3,vJD.OCO a ye -tl' for thP fourt~'en sl1ecceding 
;. ,~·u·;.· v;a~ to be Spl'nt on the Don1inions. I 
\Yant to ~f QLWl'IF,land is going lo take 
it" share.. th'~ inuuigration provided for 
h·· Act. l n•nturc to sa.v that. if our 

bo\\~ tn Tl~tdcs Hall dcnninatiorl. 
not givr ai t 'nt1on to thP PXlHC:oisionE; 

1nade ln· the Trca;::un'J' ln the olcl 
co;u:ny o~l this nl.atu:r. It };:;; all Yerv well 
for the hnn. gcntlen1~n to di~cuss the JH:oblcn1 

dinnpr pnnjc~ _and oth·"'r gatherings on 
r.r].,:r s1dc of lhc \Yor1d, and to sav that 

is ll!..'Cl ·5:.[1.1'~~ if v.·p :n·0 to" nlain
while Au:-1ralia." \Yhat- an', ....... doins 

<Jbout that in1n1igratioll '? ..A!'t' we 
tn tuk<' ach·antage of Great Britain's 

T\lr. II .B.T~.EY: D0 ::on v a1~t· th(' moucy .or 
tbe il!lllljp:runts? I do ~1ot Hunk :·ou kno\Y. 

M: KERR: I <~o not know what the 
hou. lJlC'tnhl'l. i~ lonkiug frJl'. ~orne acrion i-" 
1' l l:-<olu ~l{v ln~ in regard to itnntigra-
tioH. pan.icularly r, gard to our sccondan~ 
indu..;rril ~. \Vr:.- lllHH E~ndeaYonr to stcn "'>'V hut 
]...; known ~u: th!' .. drift to the citv.'' ... 1Ianv 
hunL1rcd:;; arc cmniug to the cif~· nnd a.1·o 

flndiHg- it impos::;ih]c to g(-'t 'Yod~. \\ c a1e 
not dc·aling \Vith that danger in an\ shape 
fJJ' fnrm. Rath·"r than tackle the quc>,tion, 
the Tren>Ul'Or blal,:es the banks for !lot lcncl
J U!" . .r tr.:.olH'\. 1 o those concerned in our pri1nar:? 
indn . ..:tric~. Our St'condan indust-ries ;.2rC 

<Ji' irnportant as o1lr prin1ar)~ indu~-
v·e lud no ~econdarv industrie;, we 

"ou!J to dqwud on the. \corld's pari:_; 
unTh 1norP Ltall pP haYr- to do at present. ~~o 
:jt:.__cntiJn has been giYPn bv the Go,·crnn1eut 
tq thf' ('llCOlJrag-en-u:nt of seCondarv iHdustriFs 
1n Qn{•cnsland. TlH." Go,·ermnet.J.t~ could Stop 
the drift to thu cit~- if they appropriated• 
morP funds for thl' assi~tance of the n1an on 

[Jfr. Her·r. 

the land. Inc0111e tax, land ta-.:. and otlwr 
ta.-x:ation must. he brought to a lo\n:'r 1 'vel if 
onr S('Condar.v iudu::;tri{1 S are to increa::;e. 

T war:t ro ,recall the fact that I pre1·iousl,1· 
Li(·ntiJnccl that ach·antae,"~ was not bei'flg: 
lakl'n of the Au,tralian tariff p::ts·t'd lr· a 
:\ationalist GoYC!'lllnent. \Ve are not taking 
the : ch·antage that \Ye shordcl of that tariff. 
\\. P haYP PYerything in our fa your. and v.·e 
cunld vet"/ well start indusirief; iu this 

Let us take tanneries for a ::tart. 
1(~ factories in Anstrulia Queensland 

}las st:vcntecn onlv. The value of tho output 
of tannerjc; in AU -traliu an1ounrs to fiyc and 
n -h<l] f 1nillions sterling~ and in Queensland-
th.c Stare which srHlulcl be well ahead in this 
r•,gard-the output is less than half a million. 
Xo atteuticn has bPen giyen to tlwsc Inarter .... 
by the GoYernn,l'llt. Tl:en take the soap and 
c:cndie tmcle. The output for _\ush'alia is 
''Jilll'thin" like £3.000.000, while for Queen, 
lcnui il i' £280.000~one-eighth of the Aus· 
tnlli~l.n outl)Ut. The yaluc cf agricult:.. Tal 
i.r1pknwnt: produced in Queensland i.-" unl. 
£100.000. . ~hi le for Australia the output is 
£0.COO,OOO. \Ye arc a prin1ary prcducing
ceuutr,· and will J1!"oduce later on. I hope. 
:1 -;·ultw Ptj_ual to, if not greater than. the 
"aluc produeed in any St.atc in Au:-;tr.alla; 
\'(·\ to-daY •·, c are onlY rnanufacnn·ilP'' 
£100,000 ·worth of implement' out cl 
£.').000.000 manufactured in Australia. The:: 
j f w0- t~lkc engineering \.Yorks. iron 1.vorks. 
~J' 've tind thi~ Sl-ate is producing good~ 
to a Yalue Df £1.150,000. while the output for 
,\iJ<tralia is £21,000.000. While a!J rbis i,, 
going on, a gr2at deal of credit ha~ been 
1akcn by the GoYt .. rnnlc~nt for placin~· order:-> 
], ,IJ]h·. I yentu1e to ~~aY that. if hon. nwm
Lei·;;; ~)ppu~ite ''"ill turn to the l'CLJDrts of the 
. '.f 11_'nt·-Genf:~ral foJ" a nun1bC1' of Year~ .. thev 
wi!l find gc•ods to the Yahw of te~ts' of thol~
:".(11: ls of nound~ haYO l)('en lmuortcd fru,n 
(.;.rcg,t Bri'tu.in and this 1s still )-!:ning- 011. 

\\~lll'n they ;-ay !hat they are plncil1f( (Jrder 
L)f'til_v they an; only rloclging dte if'Stlf'. nwl 
uo1· ~tating the pu.;,:tion how ... ~."Jrl~-. 

rThtn in l'f'2':Lrd to 'l'ailv;ay awJ tr:Jlll',Ya-,· 
,\.{Jl'k~hop~. "hi1e \YC ha ye thC' ]arg(·~t n:!.il( . 
of railwa,· in QuPcnslancl. ~·et \YC' ar 
,pcu.ling £1,000,000 Dll rail·, ay work<hop< 
''' il"~!linst £ll,OOO.OOO spent in ~\u~tc·nlia. 
It i' !he ,·,:n.c if YOu take bi<cuit fal'torir". 
j aP1 f.actoriPs .. pick.les, and boot:-) n nd shoes~ 
in fnct, (~\er~·thiug that you could pos~ibly 
~nP11'.1Dn in COHlwction with se{'ondal'l' 
jr1dndries. These matters ar·' not recclYin;~. 

81 trntion that the\· shvuld rerciyc f)'(Hll 

GoYCl'l1nH nt. The. 1 irnc 1nust come h '!! 

jn·i_lJal'' product::; of Hw St'll "·ill lutY•-' 
t-J l1l e'':JIOrted ud onl' prodnce~·s -~·:ill h::'\ 
t< accept \<.·orld'~ parity, \Yhich \Yill be 
si(~,t· ;_1blv ]G\\'Pl' tlJaq the loea1 uwrkct 

· p(ili('y of fixation of prjl'C·~. 
('\'f'l'Y (''lCOUl'agt>lnf'nt l o 

ind'J ri('S b·, a reduction of ta.:.::atiou. That 
i~ o~l0 of the sirnplest fornlS of ('llCOlHa~~·,_·
P!Cl~t. ..:\ t'otlH·r i:i securi t v or 8 .-~uar·a nt' 0 
of gn~)ll faith. -Cnfoytunai- ly our sociali~til' 
Urlvc-rnn1cnt h.1Yc not gi\·en tlvtt f.!,"Uantlltd~ 
{~f ccod faith. It is well kllO\\TL that y;:n·iou"" 

, fro1n thP cid country haYc cstabli::-lH·d 
tcrics in St- tc.; in Au 1Ti:di~L but 

H_lfo::.·tunatd.v haYc~ not con~e tu Queen....,. 
l" 1iCL S-uu1e British clweolai') finu .... 
1
'l.1YP :-.pent million5:. of paunch ln cqaLli~hillg 
fae1or~es in the Southern State... l~nh•, ~ tl1 .. 
CoYrnlnlent an: lll'f'~)ared to g.i.yc anl]de 
sr<'Erit' and, jf nt'cessar\·, a. rcJuct-ion of the 
\Yhnlc- "of the taxation fOr anY 1ww indu tr•: 
fur at lca~t fiyc ::uu 110 IF'": i du~tri('~ 'Yiil 



Supply. [19 AGGuST.] S'uppiy. 

Quecn~lalJd. Our policy is to 
fron1 taxution for a period of five 

rWI'i' indu;:.t ry stal-ti1lg in Queens
something like ihat \rill haYD 

don' bT~ tht' Go,·crntnent. If that \ C'l'C 

\VC ~hc)uld not haYC our prinHtry pro
''ekinQ' oYcrsr-a InarkPts for th -_it 
l..,u+ ~-ather ould \Yt: hn.YC' a larger 

population. South Australia is a 
ldU''!t 11~ .r- progrcs•·iyc St'lt" than QuPcn'

Ltlld. ',.,~·,ihh· bl'ran%P thev have a differc~:t 
1· llt in that Stat-e, and thev have 

ru Lring out irained arti~ans ancf ski11N] 
nJcn. Ir n-:;_u t be l'PnH'rnbered that p,ery 
a t'tii'rrl! t rought ont here prnvid0s emplovn1ent 
for lt! b L:) are Ul1"~.killed and also for the 

vrodu.ccrs. It a.lso increa~C>\ the 
power of that partic:..dar State and 
of Au~tralia. Th~~ dcYelonrnent 

[11 n.:u.] of secouclary indu·-tr.1· ~hnuld 
rPeeiyc {)Ur b0 t consicleraiion, 

tnc: -U'!H' definite .a"tion shuul':l be• taken bv 
G•JYPr11n1cnt which want to rnake th{s 

it slH:";uld Le. l-n]e'~ we ( ;,tab]i;;;h 
this State IYC C'Hlltot tnako s,_dis

To jgnorc se~ ondar~~ indU:'-
1tic, ('11lCPHt·rate Dn p~·in111ry produrtio11 
alunr· -dwws a ycrv nalTOW vi:'liOlt and thP 
Co-vcr~m1c 11 sho·dcl ri:-;e to the o~r<Isiou u::; 
ot!H.'J' :',tat•' Go\'Ptlln1ents han=' done. and u~ 
thr• ( 'on;nJonlrPaJth GoYernnrL•nt ha Ye done
h.'· t.J•ir protertiYc tariff. \Ye shonld rnakf' 
PI Cl'Y t'H'ort to co-ordinate th£ people Jn ~heir 
work. and IH t plit then1 up iq sf~ctioL-~. 
\\- .-.·honltl not. give lllOl'C attention to 

<tnd c!a:::'~> otganisation than ~sp 
ro the organisatiolt of SE'condary inclu~

If l he c:-0\'Pl'lllll('llt do not \Yakt~ up 
l'n~ition in th<~t regard. the L.·ct llrat 

('lH.;idc• ilrP unr\n1ploycd. that boy~ 
c__::-~·t >.-:ul'l..:_. and thP lack of nlat·kr_•h: 

()(\::_' lH'lHlnr·ts IYilJ r •• et on thL'I1l 'lYl'~· a1 
tl!" JH: ~~ gencr ,J election. 

.\lr. :\IORGAX (Jlmilla): I desire· to sav 
a f£'\\ orcls in rc·"pect to nlattPrs of int·ClT"~~t 
to t~u:'('J13land generall:.T and nry O\Yll ele('~ 
t 'Jl'atu in particular. I v;ould likP to mention 
Olll' ulatter,, in regard to which, in 
nn the GoYernn1cnt are not doin~..:: 
th.ci :· .1.nd '"'ith a Yiew to bringing abou't 
a11 i~l~nroYt·ment. Fir~t of alL I \YOu}d like 
to ch,_I-\V dttPntion to what has happened in 
file 'l ,u· 1 diH rict 'Yith rcsp0ct to the con
struction of the Tara-Surat Railway. That 

ha~ b~en in course 0f con:3truction 
Epon eightc·j··n 1nonth:-:. In reply to a 

which I a.·kccl the 8ecretan- for 
:1. fel\' clays ago, the hon. gentleman 

told n_,. that. notwitlbtancliug· the frrct that 
thi~ 1, ha~ been under ~onstrnction for 
t h' cell months. only 6 miles oi 

laid. Onlv a Y-en· em ,l! 
1Juntht r nf ", orkn1Pn arc crn1~loyed, but there 
]<:: n LLrgr staff of offircr;) 0ng.ag·ed. TlH.) 

cc~uL1 ea·"il~T e1nploy 500 1ncn: ~Yet. 
: 11 1 ound. they ha Ye not been super
dw 1\·ork of n1ore than 100 men durir~ 

l he n.:·~·iod ocrupied in COil::'trurtion. \Vl:-~11 
FC fLni ~·tlf h H large ~taff of officers cng·1ged 
to .... Lij":ql'Yi::.:e .,nch a :-.rnall nu1nber of 1nen. 
;, it ·, onder that the cmr of construdion 
on padicular line-and this applic· to 
()dJP:· 1 int>:" in Qnf'en~1and-is going to cxcee 1 

25 c"nt. or 30 nor cent. the arnount 
~huuld be· nPce>~ 6ar~. to spend on the 
·':1:31Tl:ction. 

a1~~ ·wi::.:h to rcft'r to another in1portant 
math-r--tltat is. <Yith r<"])CC! to the expcndi
itll'f:' (Jll the Day-;·-.:on \ 7a1\cy irrigation scheme) 
infcmu"tion about v. hich has lwcn supplied 

to me. J lunc been told by reliable persons 
1lwt at thE' COinn1enccn1ent it was costing 
7~. 6d. pcl' yarJ to r0n1oYe the mullock fro;1 
the challHf'ls. Contractors \Ycre prf'par·ed to 
rlo tht' 1\·ork at 2s. a yard. but. cnving to 
the int~rf(TcncP of the :\.IY.r .. who would 
not allow the GoyrriH1lcnt--

ThP SECRET.\RY FOR PtiDLIC LAXDS ; \Yho 
told ~-ou it was co:3ting 7":". 6d. a ard? 

J".Ie. ?IIORG,~X; I it from the workers 
1 hcr_u.,Ph-.c,. Before ronc1ude I an1 go in~ 
to a~]~ the. :\lini~t('l' to have an inquirJ 1nadt> 
lnto what i:" really happening in respect of 
n1ortcy IYhich is bclng- expended in that 
schcn10. I am. going to 111ake other .state
ments. I haYe obtained information fron1 
rnen IYhon! I knO\\' mv~e1f. and thev arc 
reliable men. c • 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl-nLIC LAXD' : "Cnh'ss 
you gi \"C me sr1nc definite infonnation a~ lo 
who the men an~, I IYill not take an\ notice 
of that. , 

:\Ir. :\IORGAX: In the first instance. I 
<Yas told b,- a man employed on pick and 
~ho,-el work that it was costing 7s. 6d. a 
vard to shift earth bv pick and sho.-cl when 
it could hnYC been mo.-erl at 2s. a Yard with 
hon<rs and ploug;hs and ·coops. · \Yill the 
'IIini;tcr dPny tha; ? 

Th·' SECBET.\RY roll PcBLTC L\XDS : I coul-d 
nrake good nlOllC'' n1yspli at 7s. 6d. a yard. 
(Lcug-htPr.) 

?\Ir ?IIORGAX: This \York wa.s not donP 
bY < Jntract-that I\ a:-:: the unfortunate part 
of it. The A.\\-.1::. refused to allow the worl: 
to he let lw contract. and it was done bY 
da-,· labour. ·with thP l'l~nlt that it cost 7~. 6d. 
" ~·arrl to shift the muliock when the work 
co~dd ha1-c bec.n done b~· more up-to-date 
nwthurls at a co-t of 2s. a vard. I hnY·0 
had fXpcriPnce of the cost of shifting dirt 
in the con~tnlC'tion of hu1n0l.:;. In tlw \Yirn
li1C'ra district in \~ictoria. where I canu' fron1. 
T wa:~ a rr1Pmhcr of ~,n irrigation tru~t .. and 
SPVC'ra l million nounds were expendPd iu 
channe11inh in 1 he nral1cc country. Thc~
lvorc n1o~tly larger channel:" than ar::: beinrr 
eon~truded ::'t the Da~,y·:;;-.·_nl \~al1ev schenK·, 
but in son~e in::· the~· vvcre,~ perhaps. 
f'Inaller. and on average the n1ulloek 
was being· shifted at a cost o-f 9d. a y·ard. 

Th·.' SECRET.\llY rOll PcBLIC 1\'0EKS: Yes: 
undc'r :-::wPa~ln[ condition". 

:\Ir. "J\fORGAX: Xot unckr c,wcating- con
dition~. Of cDurse. \York \Ya:'3 done oyer :"'• 
n1uch cht~aDcr then th 'n it i~ to-dav. \Yod.;: 
''"hich cost" 9d. a ,-arc! at that ti1~1e '':ould 
f'o~r 2~. to-d<=t-.-. It is the "':ltne with riLg
ho.rking. \Yhen I rame to Qurcns1and fir~t. 
I called tcndNs for ring·barking. ,drich I 
could ha ,-.o got donp at 9d. an acre; h11t a. 
Jrlal1 won1d rpquire 2~. an arre now in order 
to pro,-idc for the incrcn··ccl cost of !i,-ing. 

The SECREI.\llY Fon P-cBLIC LAx ns : Do I 
undc·r~tand tbat von Youch for the state~ne:nt 
that it cost 7'. 6·cl. a yard? 

:\fr. MORGAX; ScYeral of the workmen 
who arP emp1o:.ed on the eon~truction of the P 

pnrt·icu1ar channels :-.ay :"O. "At any rate. I 
undcrstan{l that the ~Iinister is guin~ to take 
a party with him to lcok over the \YOrks 
ot r 1w Dn w~on \'" allPy. 

Tht• SE .~RET ·.nY FOR P·cBur L.\XDS: I .arn 
taking· tl!C'11l '· f:'f\k. ....--\ l1 arranf!:Pnlent" 
n JT t1;ade. I an ~\n•r your cri tici~IH" on 
thP job. 

Jilr. lllorgan.] 
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:\Ir. :\IORGAX: If the :\Iinister is going, 
illlcl I am able t0 accompany him, I shall 
only bt~ too pleased to do so, because I an1 
interested in this work. Another reason for 
making these criticisms is that I do not 
"·ant the DJwson Vallev scheme to be another 
lnkcrman affair. I do· not \nmt the estimate· 
to be exceeded by 200 or 300 per cent. \Vhen 
the time comes, O\Ying to the fact that the 
\\ atPr i" so dear to the 1nen "·ho take up 
the blocks. I do not want to see them coming 
to the Government and asking thc1n to \Vipc 
off 60 or 70 per cent. of th" capital 
expenditure. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc·Buc LA~DS : Xor 
do I. 

:\Ir. l'IIORGAX: I want the ::\Iinister tD 
1i;-;ten to critiri~n1. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : I want 
rl1c criticisrn to be fair. 

:\h. :\IORGAX: I Jm prepared to produc·e 
the rncn if ncce-f'sarv. The inforn1atiou I 
,b.Ot v>as giy,en to n1~ by 1nen cn1ployed on 
the \York. I was told bv a 1nan ·who was 
engagPd there \Vith a hc;rse and ten.!n and 
'ccop that it \Yas discoYered when one of the 
chaunels was 11E'arly rornplctcd that it \Yas 
c)n the "~rang lines. That 1nan i~ a rc···idcnt 
d lllY district; I know him well, aud he 
\\ ould not tell me a lie. If that i' so. the 
:\I_ini8tur ought to kuow in the intere8ts of 
th<> State. ~ 

The SECRETARY roR PrnLIC LA~DS: There 
ha Ye been quite a ntunber of engine·ers sacked 
on th~:it job ':'inct> I haYe been i\Iinister. 

:\lr. :\IORGAX: I am glad to knmY that. 
:\Jc~ experic·ncc is that generally. when an 
('llgir>t:>cr or smneone in a responsible po~,ition 
is 1naking huge blunder:;, costing the Govern
ment hnndreds and thousands of pounds. 
there is nothing said about it, and that 
r,flicial is left to go on p··rpetuating· his 
Jni:-'takes in other places. 

The SE:'REHRY FOR PrBLIC LA~DS : That 
lwppe11s in the case of priY:,te {'ntcrprise. 

:\lr. :\IORGA:-i': J<>,act!y, but, nnfortnn· 
<.~tPh:. the· (~o\('rntnf.'nt ma'' onl...-· haul the 
l- cu1 over the coals lr.- letter dfltl he does 
l;Ot ha Ye- to ~u£l'er the penalt~. Fir"t of alL 
\Yl' ~honld cndeaYOU1' to gPt JllE'll of proper 
qnalii'!C'·1tion~ on onr jobs_. and then. if a rnan 
111akcs a bh.uH]Pr and it is pro\·Pd that he 
ha::. done ,,o, he :->honld not be rf't::i1led lo1~gcr 
,t that work. I do not'"" the''' •hings with 
!lJe idea of g-aining· an~- a(h-antag~· OVt'l' tho 
{_~o\-crnnlcnt; I know the J\1inistcr is not 
l'O·pon~ible }tly objcC't in dra . ..-vin~ aitention 
to tl1i3 particular n1attr•r cR.rl;- in the day 
i,; that ihe \rork. 'Yhieh is perhaps going to 
c ·t millions of ponnd,,, ,hall be done in the 
t'ropcr way. and that th0 n1oncy ~hall not 
be u~elcssly c-xpcr.decl. H' ·wa~ th0 ca~p at 
luk('1'man. The l\IinistPI' cannot denY that 
i e have had f't trrrible \YastP of 1uoilcv at 
tl1at placr. · 

The S'<CP.ET.~RY FOR PrBLrc L \~O:D:-3: \Yhv do 
~-uu not g·o <1ov.-n to ihP \lnrruy RiYer, and 
:--,('.' .-m11e of the~ in·igation '"PttleLH'nts there? 

:l!r. 1\HllHJ.\X: I admit that in tlw earlv 
I ihink uoHlC'r :\1r. Deakin. thc' \~i~-
Go-·ernrrwn1 had to 1.-rip off l·Yc•r.:d 

!J'illion:-5 t-Jf cnpital Pxpcrdcd 011 irrivation 
\Yorks. But \Yh' l!o the- Qncenslancl CoYCrll-
1ncnt not rnJern-'onr to benefit bv thP n1i::-takcs 
',;ad0 b,v Goverr.nH'l1t:-' in orhc1: part~ of An~ 
t1 n~iL instead of going on a:Hl paying fol' 
rlwn own c•xperiencc? It i~ 5'nit.1 that PX])Cl'i
('lJl'C' you pay for is the bc,t cxpt_·ricucc. 1 

[ Jh'. l'ri organ. 

do not think so. I think f~at if o!~ll'l' UI)
VI'rnnJeuts hnsc n1ad0 n1istakL'~. ''"''' ,;;;.hould 
not follo1: t1lPnl, but that we ~houtd bf:mcilt 
bv their experience. \Y'' shonlcl nnl do tho 
sr.1n1e thing .:~ wa~ donr on rh•; ::\Inrra~
RiYPl' or in other parts of Victo1·ia ar:d :::\01. 1/ 

South \Y a]e ... 
The SECRETARY FOil PrBLIC L 'X"'": Each 

llC'Vi proposition brings new problcn1.;;:. 

:\Tr. :MORCiA~: I admit that. htt it is 
r·tllv right for n1ember.3 of P~rli;_;_nlent to 
dra\v attention to ihes(~ thing:S when the work 
i' in its infancY. If the hon. mL·mbcr for 
}1owcn had dra\vn ni.tcntion to -"lh h things 
'·'hen tho Inkcrrnan irrigation schcn1c was 
i 1 t it•, infancy, it is probl'tb!P rhat the _;;;.;:une 
arnount -of Inonev \\·ould uot ba \ e been 
expended. That i~ why, at thi 0arl, .. <tRg••, 
l am rcpC'H.tiu~~· what. I ha\rC been told O~l 
t:;·ood authorit·,--I have nut been at tht' v.·ork..; 
rny~elf. I have alw been told by a man \vho 
knows tlw country exeP})tionally Wl.'lL and h
"' eu it under all conditions for the h<t thirT! 
year,;, that thP town·hip site i.< r>'lbject to 
i1ooding; in fact. he ~a vs that h1· ha~ SPPn 

it under v.-atel". Of C0l..u··~c, ''"he:1 tit(• ;\a. than 
Gorge is dammed and the flow of watl•r 1~ 
prPYented fron1 coining· down indi~crimin
ately. the flooding \Yill he regulated. all(] th,, 
town:-;hip site n1a:, not at any tirnc- bt under 
\Yatcr. 

The SECR.FT.\RY FOR Pr:JLIC L.'XDS: l had a. 
~pceial in\rpstigation n1ade of that 1natter b:: 
surYeyors in my department. The- ::-:a:- that 
the Irrigation Comrni~sioner \\a~ ~, ar:d 
lv_' says he is right. y.r;,.,.hat mn I to 

:\Ir. 1\lORU.A:'\ : It 1s a ,·er~· diffi('n!t 
matter, I admit, but I think it '" ,,,-· dutv to 
point the matrPr out. As. onr• ·.-,·ho b.> ~had 
considerable experience in water collserYa
tion, I am prepared to admit that with thG 
controlling of the water it may h uo~sible 
foe the Comrr1issioncr to preYent the Hooding 
of the town. hut all the same it t wt1ot l!u 
dPJCicd that the 'itc has been flooded on 
,·pry nwn,\- occLL~lons, and tht: sanli_' thin,; 
nwy happ{~n again. 

I \vant to rnention one othc:· n1ati.er 
\Yhich cOHH!''i under the control of the ~ecre
tan· for } nblic Land'; that is, th.: ithholcl
ing~ fron1 settlers whu hav•· anpliPd for the 
\Yire~rH'tting provided h·'< the CcmnlOT} ~ealth 
GovC'rnn1ent because thcv 'J"'f' tht' Govern-
ment for rent for rwrhap·, i w.>. three 
Y{ . .Ll' '• I ha vc had occctsion la .. ,c 
few \veeks to place scvC'ral c thu 
hon. gentleman's dcpartnu:nt. 

The SECRETAR',. FOR p~_·BL!C LA~D · I am 
not ablP to do aw~thing; tLe law 1' agaimt 
it. \Yhen the l'('l;t is r-l't 1,aid ther·· j~ 1:0· 
security. 

:1Ir. ~vi< )Rl; \:\: TJw ~:ini~ter cc11Li ~-'-n~i:-1 
a point and allo\1· the f'cttlers to ~~>t tilt~ 
netting. 

The ~ECRET.\RY r~oR PrBL 1'' I...\~,;;;-::: i call

not break the la\Y. 

:Mr. ~\lORGAX · The hou. gcntlc·ntau ie 
ln·ctkillg the law ]n~ not for~feitin. their 
~dcctimh. It is o11ly 'a qn( .tion of straini~-Jg
a 11oint. I havf· yj,itecl tlH~ departnlf'nt Oll 
~cvc•raJ occasion:; aLont other nLTtt.Pr~. and 
the ofllccrs concerned ha vc b('('ll ag.:.·t'f'U blt: 
to c:training a 11oint. 

ThL• Sr:cn~:rARY FOR Pt.-BLIC L '~D~.,: r:ueen;;:
land i·' the onlv State which has t>ckl'n fuli 
r~d\·antage of tLc Cmnmon\'ICalth"s offt'l". 

Mr: ::\lORGAX: \Ye arcT not ~n Le s .. a1;m 
l)(}Sibon as the, are 111 -=':c\v Sout;J \\ a1cs 
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nnd \~irtcria. In \:-ictorirr C'YC'l'Y011c ha:;; his 
fiYc or ~ix wirC' fence ~n1d h0 d~c.s not nePd 
Jlf'tting, but Quccn~land is the homL' of the 
dingo. 

Th,• SECRETAR;· FOR l'cBLIC LA:»:DS: \Ye can· 
no1· gPt netting fur CYcry 1Hl::_;.torali:-5t \Yho has 
.1 IIYe-wirc-' fence. 

:\Ir. :.\IORUAX: I < •.'rtain]y agree that tlw 
n>~<nt'.Y \Yas not g1YC11 by the Con1n10l1\YCalth 
to a o.;;-;i:-3-t tlv~ big 1nan. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR P l'BLlC Ll:'-:11:< : If :-·ou 
can induce vour fric~nds iu the Con1111011~ 
m•alth to gi~·r us £100.000 worth of it. \VC 

"ill take the lot. 

:\Ir. ·' IORUAX: I \Hmld likP to >cc the 
Gov<'l'IllJWnt take, not £100.0CO \Ym·th but 
£1.000.000 worth of \\'Ire·lJetting. because 
,,-irc-lwt ting is going to be the sahation of 
G,lueensland. This State is the home of the 
good ."hecp~thc rrwrino-and we must rccog
llise that, ·whereas we cannot ah-.;;a.-.;;s settle 
people on land to put it under thee plough, 
iJE~ I.Hl,;;o conditions are not snitablf', vet ''Tool
f!TO\ving is profitable, and a n1an c'an n1akc 
a good li,·ing out of 1,000 sheep and U[HYarck 
On t_he other hand, n1e11 who go in for 
grcnnng \Vhea~ and other erops cvcrv vcar 
InakL' a los~. It is not a bit of good V to~ sav 
that \\'heat-growing y·jlJ turn out a profitabl~ 
nH_ln~try. Take n1y O\Yn di:-:;tril't as n case in 
lJntnt. 

11 a
T' ~;,e SECRETABY FOR Pl.'BLIC L1xns : They 

c ncceedcd at Roma. 

:\Ir. 2\IORGA:\: They haw been growing 
\Ylwat 't Roma for about fifh 'H'ar' and 
with th<' cx<·<•ptiou of about haif ;, doz~n. ali 
~he pcJple engaged in the indu~try are gro\V
Ing poorer. 

The SECR.Ei ARY FOR T'FBLIC L\XJJR : \Yh, ? 
Pr an :e they \vill not cnltiYate their land.· 

:\Ir. :\lORGAX: Bec·au'e the conditiom 
an• not .3uitablc. 

The SECRETARY FOB Prnuc L \:'>:ll;: How do 
tho-·t' :-'ix Ol' :-<PvPn nwn continually gl't e:rops ·~ 

:\h. :\IORGA:\: The'" 'ix or se Yen men 
.!l'P Pnth:L,iast<-1 know them mndf. Thcv 
IYnrk thc•ir land nlrrht and duY. Bnt , Yeil 
thoug·h the:v arc growing wheat succP"-'sfullv. 
c-an they he compared \\'ith the men alongsic-ie 
l hPtu ''\'ho have shc,ep-·on the sa1ne area of 
land? The ;,IinisteJ· cannr.t rret out of the 
po:-;ition. It is no use t•:ying to a make the land 
produce what nature c1id not int-end it to pro
dut;e. l Hty that m Queensland we should go 
111 tor snudl sheep farmR. If "·e can con1bine 
\Y!lf'Clt w~th woolgrowing. ·well and good; b'..lt 
'"neat -..nH onl:v be a ~idc jssue; this vcar it 
mov be profitable. but next Year it nu;:v be a 
f··ilarc .. If ne can han' SilJall sheep 'farms 
and ra1sc sheep and \Yool in thut 
~·a1: Ill k 0 n:-;e of a lot of tlH· lnr'.d of 
land ro t11" hc~t adYant·tge. It does not na\ 
tn har,-c,~t th0 crop in ~ JI:lf' r t:-.c~ bcca\~.~C~ 
the.• l 1ric0 is :30 lo1v. E\"">'Yhodv 111n~t adtnit 
that \Yith 2.0JO shc.p a ilt~ln,<·tn nud-:.0 a 
dt- nt li\-]Pg. If I h~td 2.0:0 n1crino ~huen 
<\t the JllT·,···nt tiruo. I Y\ ould lw 11repart'd t~> 
St.'t out of Parlianlc•nt. I '' :.Hllcl 1-w able to 
r:wk · n1nn• rnorw:T with 2.0CJO _.::.}n•r•n th~ul I 
ca:1 get b_v bPing a 11101nbcr of Parlianwut. 

ThC" TL.O::ASrRER · Surely the· ho11. g:endc
rn<tn i~ not iu P rlian::c1~t fo1· \' h~tt he c:an 
!:!'t"l ll!1 of it'! 

:\Ir. :\IOHGA~: Xo: T um here for tlw 
rood pf th~' ccmntr_,,. I h~tY·:' not Jnac1(' as 
n1u: Ot,t of PnrliuiDf'nt a.s the Trc'a~:.trer ha~ 

clone. I nm not jealou>. but I \\ish I was in 
the HllH!- boat as the Treasurl'r. 

The Trm.\SURER: I thought. you c.:.aid our 
Lo ,t was ~inking. 

:'d r. :YlORGA~: There is no nocd for uny 
p -r.sunalitirs ln connPction with thi~ dcbatr . 
rL-,ughtcr.) Gencral1y speaking, the people 
O!itsidc form the opin;on that rnernLcrs ar,.' 
in Parliarnent fol' an nlt('rior n1otive. Per
bap' that imprc."ion is cr-eated by the PrP'S 
ancl others, bnt I ean lwnc,tly say that Par
liarnent has done nH_' YC·ry litilc good 
finanl'iallv. and I think that has been the 
cn~c of oth"r hon. n1ernbcrs. 

Let nw now deal 'Yith the cattle industry. 
The TrNlsurer has taken a certain an1ount of 
imcrc'st in this industrY: but he should take 
'l Jot 1noro jntercRt. aiid recorrnisP that-. the 
ea ltll' i1J< ... l u:-:tr:v is the ::;cron d 1~1o~t i n1portant 
inclu~trv in the \\hole State. The rest of 
An~~ruiia is in no wa,, dependent upolt th, 
t a ttlc industr;T likC' \Ye ar2 in Queensland. 
\Yhcn '' c find that the sr ,"ond large't indu> 
try of the State is threatened, and has boe1, 
threatened. for man:· ·.-cars. \Yith c lmplet~ 
c·xtinction, then the. T'reasurPr dwnld take 
a :rreater personal interest in the matter ·with 
a -,.iow to bringing about a bett: r state of 
affair~. ._l.t thr prcsc•nt tirne hlls'P fortnnQh 
arc being made out of the industry by those 
engaged in what might be called the 
' ecmdary inclustri of the cattle industry. 
Thf' producer' and ltll' fattom'r' of cattle 
ar(• lo::;ing nimlCJ' and bceon1ing poorer anti 
pourer :vear after ~Tear. The Stale st,atlon::: 
arc a guicL• 10 what i~ hap~)ening. The 
Govcrnn1cnt arc the large;;;t cattlo o'.Yners in 
Que('nsland, if !lr" 111 Australia, and thl' 
Treasurer, ha ,-ing the StatP stations as a~1 
cxampl~ to follow, 'hould iak a k~cncr 
1nter0st in an t~ndf 1-Your to bring about a 
better state of affairs. I am not caving that 
thP consumCl'1' of Qucc-n~land are~ getting 
,h0ir meat too ch:•aply. I belieYc ihcy an'-~ 
paying plenty ior ihcir rneat: but the trouble 
i~ the increased cost between the time tb~.:
lwcof lean's the paddock and the time it 
cpaches the plate of the consumer. Huge 
nro!l ts are heinP' n1ade by 1nterrnediaric~ 
\Ye could increase the price to the producer 
bv at least 5~. per C\\'t. without inrrc::tsing
tllc price 1o tbc conc.Luner at all, and that 
\Ycmld place th<' industry upon a fayourab!r, 
foundation. It is bPC<HlSC' of th .. f'Xi8t. nc'"~ 
of State butcher shops that prin1te butcher' 
are allcnYcd to- ruakr huge profits. Pric:•
fixlng lw.:3 bl'C'll duue a·way with in c-onnection 
with th' sale• of nwat in Brisbane and 
suhqrbs. and the State butcher slwps 
have been al!ov. ed to extort high value-< 
from the public '0 as to be able to make a 
profit out of tl1at enterpri'•''· It is beeau't· 
of that tha.t the priYat:> shops are making 
the huge fortunes they arc making- to·day. 
imagine fillet stc>ak rrt ls. per lb.. and 
l'Ul1l1l steak at 9d. per lb .. w·hen the butehers 
arc t.r.dav. and have been for years, buying 
then· weekly supply at 2d. per lb.. wit;l 
tl1e h,v-produr1o;, throvvn in. That ~;:~atcrncnt 
ca!lnot be rcfut ,d hy the State bntl'hcr 
or cuwbodv el'o. Thi~ is a circular \Yhich I 
rc•c:ciY.cd w'hich was i~sucd by Vit7 • Ang1i~s an~~ 
Cnnlpall)T, "'"Victorja, last Decen1ber~ 

~· \Ve haYe for vears endeavoured to 
enter fot this in~rcasing d _·n1and and 
i1aYC' made arrangem0nts this year for 
almost Llulimited supplies of tho variou 
lines for ,,-hich there is gennally th<' 
g;1 ea test call, but in Yiew of the unusuallv 

Mr . .iVlorgan.] 
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larg0 orders already receiyod for QPPOu;:;.

land ox tongue~, \Yhich at the pri-c·c 
quotPd are exceptionally good YaluP, 
would strongly ad-,·ise you to order early 
so as not to be disappointed.'' 

The above circulrtr was sent to one of 
ihe country butchers in Victoria. The 
pric~ quDted for ox tong·ue is lOd. per lb. 
The aYerage ox tongue weighs from 5 lb. to 
6 lb.,., and in Victoria the producer would 
be paid 5s. or Ss. 10d., each, wherc~s in 
Qlwcnsland the producer would receiYe about 
<id. ln Queensland butchers can buy their 
beef at 2d. per lb., with the by-products 
thrown jn. If a tongue is to be 'sold to a. 
retail butcher "t lOci. p<'r lb .. then goodness 
kEO\"S '.·,·h8t the f'Oll'SUlllCf will haY(' to pa~ 
for it. That sl10ws what is happcnin'\· 
'{encrally throughout the industry in Quepn,. 
land, r~nd tho Go,·crnlncnt arc doing nothing 
to trc· ctnd obtain for the producer a fair 
return for his cattle so that ho can n1ect 
his liabilities to the GoYcrnment. instead of 
hDvjng +·J < Jnle c.~p in hand '·car after ,'" ar 
:askin·: for terms, and asking to be -dlo eel 
to go free of the 10 p0r cent. penalty for 
latE' payment of rent. It is .a dreadful thing 
tD find ihat such a larg·e induetl'\' is in rh(• 
deplornLl<' condition that the cattle industry 
is in at the prc'.cnt time. 

The Secretary for AgTiculture has rctusc-·1 
to be brought into this .stute six draught 
stallions, and, whil~t I admit that the! '"ill 
·do some gocd, still t.hey arc not going to d-o 
vcr.v· much good to\\Tards the improYcnlent 
of the breed of hors·es in Queensland for some 
time i o come. The hon. gentleman should 
double or treble that number. I understand 
that the 3tallions cmt 5.000 o·uinPas. and T 
expect tlw upkeep is at leil•t £200 per 
annum. V\Tould it not have been better if 
the GoYernn1ent had subsiLlisecl son1e person 
to the extent of £150 per annum for threD 
years ·,,·hPre that· person brought into a 
dist,·ict a stallion approved b.v th(! Stallions 
Board. which I lmd<!rstand is now ddunct? 
In that case it would have cost ihP Gm·crn· 
ment: £1SO for three Years. and with th0 sanu• 
amount of cxncnclinire incurred in the bm·. 
ing of eix 'tallions thPv could have had 
thirt~' stallions in Que-ensland tr-day instead 
o£ six. and the Gov0rnn1ent woul·1 haye been 
brin.~dn':"..· n.boui a rPnl -irnproYCJnent in rhc 
hrC>P-d of hor~cs iP difl'f'rC>nt part-.; of QuPC'tJ:---
1nncl. The cost to lhc (;OYt'l'lllllent woulcl 
have hcPn lrss ihan the an1ount thr>'; hnYC' 
expended to dtdc. I b0licTc it ~~ ~ Y.'rY 
gc,oci thing for thP GoYcrnmcnt to nnc1ccn .)l{r 
to improyp the ]JI'{'Cd nf hc1 ,R nrl tho . .
arr ju~tifiP·d in an\ :-tct1on in tlwt 1·r:~~'C'''t. 
but thf'\' .-;hou1d lllnk0 tl1r mOIH'Y 1- +l~ ir 
disrDsflf g{J furlher than i..: thr' c;, .:0 tr)-c~~'"· 
Th0 Go\·0rnnwnt aT(' in thr runrJ.: 111 ihl' 

methods that they have adopt.rl up to the 
prc··cnt timP. 

\\~e havr only S!.'Ot to takr> 1ht: i11u 
tion of the St.'" h viJ:;'.' 
£10.000 1a:;t Year. and nnh· r-x:c-uc.;, off l'rtl 

bv the Con1n1i~')i~n;c·r for Trade 
fl1.30 a.m.] ,, as that an indi,-idual of S'ourh 

;. Brisbane con1peted again~t th0n1 
and they had to reduce the price of meat all 
o\·er Bri:-:bnne. Just inwgiw_, onu priYatf' 
butcher shop at Routh Bri,b:tnc compcllin~· 
the Stat2 butcher shops to reduce thP price of 
1hcir n1cat in Bri~bane and the ctbnrbs t.) the 
accornpanlrnent of a lo~s of £10.000 ~ ~\ pri
vate pcr-.1.111 owning thirt:,· r::r forty :..:}'Oll~ 
would have dealt with that sihwtion bY sell· 
ing rrwat at a lO\V Yalue in a shoi) in. dose 

[Mr. Morgon. 

11roxjn1ity to tl10 prjc0-cutting shop ~~n.d u'?t 
in tlF' wltolc of hl:- ;-;hcp:-:. The pus1i1on )...;, 
1hat. if anY of the pri\ate butchcn re·ol,-cd 
to ]r,_' £2,GOO m· £3,000 by sPlling meat at a 
che~~per rare than 8. ~tato shop in close 
pruximit:-· to it .. the.' t'oulcl force the Conuui,. 

:::ioner fol' Trade to ln--:e a large suru of n1oney. 

?.Ir. 
itJ~-:- t hr> 

: -You ldlht l_a,-(, been re-d
of the Starcdunl Oil TnJ't. 

'J!r. :,rrmGA:\: ::\o. I ha,-e been 
the repvrt of tlH_' L'1-cn1n1issioncr for 

~Ir. C'or.uxc-.: Those are t~1l' ntethod:-- ,J£ tL. 
Oil Tl'U:"t. 

~':.!:r. ~l( JHCA~: < ,Jnditlon of affail·~ 
1.-: ridiculou::.;. but it the :::.ant(· 1n e·)nlh't·~ 
tion \Yirh the \Yhole of thP State hntclH'i' 
shop:-::. \Y c cannot _ t i hP right nH-•1, f•;;_· 
thern. If v:e do. tn·c· intcrf1'r d with 

otht•r~ until tlH'Y ITfn..-:e to l'l'lll<lin i11 
of the Stat1·. ThP ln~sc:-; on S1.•.tt' 
nnFHtnt to on·'r 

' ~> a re raying 5~ per cent. 
)os'. \YhY? Sin1nh, t·O trv 
t<nr_.muni~t-ic polic~Y · o£ the~ 
polit,. \Yhich the ConH11UlJi-,t'3 of th~ parr_:~ 
arl' not satisli0cl \\·itb. I gather from thcrr 
dcbatc·s in the street that the! are dissatidied. 

lion. 'Jl. ,J. KTR'.VA~: Did you staml and 
li::-tcn to their .3peechc ': 

'Jh. ::-IuRG~'.::\: Yes. I was "·ith another 
1Yl1l. n1Prtlbt..,l' who dDc:-; not ,.::.it on this side 
of rhe !-loth~'. Sornc of the spced1C's \VCre 
inrere:-3ting. It a})i,ears that a circular had 
been isstwcl to rh2 public giYing the na,ntcs 
0f hon. n101Ubcrs on thP opposite side of the 
T-IothP \Yho faYonrcd high anrl l{n,· \'Ltgc'. 
~Ir. Thomy:,, one of the speaker3-and it 
·would GL~ of intcn>t to know whcth~~r hi::> 
~~t·1te1nellt w. s fact-madr-• ihe staten1el!t 
that the police been detailed to gather 
up the circulars· to preY' nt then1 being 
circulated. If that i' a fact. it is deplorable. 

Hon. :\I. ,J. KIRI\ '". Thl' police m Ylc
tlria \"Otdrl not havP n1ueh tirne ro gather 
up circnl.ar~. The"· are kept too busy 
l1nnting for crin1inal~. 

~lr ::-IORG~\X: I• i, deplorable to think 
thnt the police should be cngageJ in such 
ridiculous \York. 

:J1r. C'\RTEH: \Ye Da\·c a few \~ictoria:l 
lYl('lUbcrs here'. 

:\h. ::-IOH.G~\:'\: There an some. bur the 
Prcn1jcr i~ not a lH<tiYe of Qu ~n::-iand. 

~{r. C'-\.TTER: ::\"o. bc~t hP con12s frou1 a 
c·-onntr:. that is free fron1 crin1e. 

l\h. :'.IORGA::\: speaker., al o con· 
tPJHJed that their to hold 1ncctingn 
,,·erp conditional on 1hcir criticisn1 of the 
Gon·rn1ncnt being 1noderate and nor too 
Fll'Ollg, 

'Jir. C'.\RTER: They n re Yictoriano. 

;'fr. 'IORGA::\: I remember thr time 
\Yhen a rn·eyious Coyernn1nnt arrc::.;ted certain 
nll'"!.l for spcak~ng without pennits. Tho3e 
men chained tlH'n1sch·c.":; to the posts. I v ·:-ll 
rcm0mbcr 11011. nH'nlbcr:-; opposi1c raving at 

tfll'Y calied tlw injustice tha,t '"a' done 
nll'll bY interference \Yith the frccdotn 

"'Ct•rh. · 

Th" SPEXKER: Order: Order: Tito 
Tht hon. nternbcr n1u t ronfi11c his ren1arks 
ro the :;;ubject-n1:-:.t1cr bcfor_ tlw I-IDu~c. 

:·.Ir. :\IOHG~-'X: I clo not "·alit L> sit 
cluwn before referring to the intcrferen..._,e 
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with freedom of speech by the Government. 
a:-; I bl·licvo it is on~ of onr mo3t Important 
libertic,, 

The· SPBAKEE: Order! Order! 

~lr. ~IORGA=": I am democratic enough 
.io t111uk that you, ~Ir. Speaker. would not 
intcrlt·re \\·ith the fre:'do1n of speech of any
body, csp_cially hon. n1ernbcrs in this :House. 

Thcrf' is a11othcr n1atter I wish to refer to. 
''lld that is tho shortage of tmcks for the 
raila.n· of stor·k. It is very diflicult for the 
:-.:nalf owner to get trucks~ because the big 

iu~·lnding tht meatworks. onlcr truck:-~ 
m and practically monopolise the 
\Yhok ol the available trucks. If a small 
Elan i~he" to send one or t\vo truck-loads 
of cattle to Bri3bane, he has at tinws to \Yait 
~ix Ol' eight weeks. If he .approaches the 
C'onnuj~sioner, it is just possible that t"wo or 
three trucks are made a\'ailable to him. Is 
that iust: It is onh· right that the large 
firm'· should gd tlw.ir cattle down to ihe 
nwrli:1·T. but the 1vholf' .cuppl;· of trucks 
<..:hould not h" l'C'"tl'YE"d for thern to the 
<:r~trimc·Ht of the "rnall n1an. I suggest to 
tlw Jlinist0r that in future when allotting 
tmr·k, !Jc should not allc t the whole of the 
-,ruck: ~:a eh "cek ta thos0 f!nns 1.vho des in) 
to moC~onolisc ihem. but that he should 
l'C··Cl'H' a .few for the small man. 

I t>l~o dc~ire to draw attention to the. con
ditio·! n£ ··orne of the State schools in the 
dPctorde crf :\Iurilla. It is probable that 
~ti.ltl· :-chonl:-:; in other electorates arc in just 
:10 rlc-p],,rabk and dilapidated a condition. 
bnt I il!ll -..pc~king particularly on behalf of 
tile pPuplL' I rcprcs{?!lt. Some of the schools 
are -o oYercrowded that the ehildrcn arc 
CDHll)t•l1ecl to be taught underneath the 

It ycry often happens that after 
{'Ondition of the ground unde-rneath 

is such that th0 children cannot 
be tau~,h eYen there. The- '\York of th2 
'chord i< tlm, retarded. and the conditiom 
al'l' a d1::tn-acc to the departme-nt. EYc-ry 
:·ffor; ,:10nlc! be made to makP the conditions 
!tealthfnl to the children. 'There seems to 
he no diftlcnlty in spending thousands of 
pour:_ds in constru-cting large schools and' pla.:.Y
~hecL in the citv and suburban area2.. but 
an: t1ti1Jg' f.f'Crns io be- good enonglJ when jt 
cnmc•., to the:: countrY districts. I do not 

to the citv :lnd suburban children 
nll the coffiforts that are ncce~sarv, 
not right that they should han the;n 
cktriment of the country children. 

the rit-,· f'hildrc-n hav.e suuh con1forts. 
chikhcn · the bush shrruld at least have 

n 'Thev are entitled to them. 
~tncl thvir wants shoufd be consick~red before 
the GoYerument decide to spend tho largo 
::-um:;;. pf nlOllc-~- they .are doing on building., 
in thl' citv. Take, for instance, tho comtruc
t ion of that large bnilding at the corner of 
Quce11 and Georgc streL·ts. It nu1y be nF..:es
,ary: but \Yhy spend close on £200,000 on 
that building when Tnoney is scarce and hen 
-no:;;t of our'-' coun1ry schOols arc langui~.hing 
for bare ' I am sure that there 
arc' nwnY in the doctorate of the 
ho11. Jllt_'l;!LC'r for Balonnf' that abo require 

::\Iam· of them should bo burnt 
a-; 1hey ~re r'ot fit for the children 

tn a'-~··n1:)1c ii1. Th0 sa1n2 thing applies to 
'he ~lurilL dectorah:. I hope that, when 
tlH: G(J\-f•r;~n1C'nt al'P a1loc:tting- the amount 
of IllUJWY t11 {)y haYt1 to spend thi~ year. the;.r 
"\Yill :2:i n' cyerv consideration an cl attention 
t"o th~· r1•quirei·nent." of the people who Jiy.e 
.in the buoh. 

::\Ir. \YARRE:'\ (JI~tn·und!rt): Before you 
lea\·o the chair ::\Ir, Speaker, I would like 
to get ~onu: infonnation fro1n the Govern
ment rPganling land ::::cttlcrnent. I know t~at 
the GoYCl'ninent ha YP sufficient force hBhrnd 
then; to put their platform on the statute· 
hook of Quoenslancl. bL!t they certainly haYe 
rJo de~ire to do that. Thev also haYe povv·el· 
to brin(•' about thP necc~~a~rv rcforn1 regard
in!..!' l;.uJ~l ~c1tlt'lllcnt. I look upon the land 
:.;pitlcment of quc-rnslaud as son1ething Jnuf'h 
J:Jorc compr":hen:'3iYe than the mere settlc
nwnt of ex·'O],]jpr. on the land. I consider 
that the n1ismanagernc-nt of th1:~ GoYernnH'llt 
in r •o·ard to land -:ettletnent has be-en Yerv 
eel ,,jSerable. ~ 

::\Imw thin~·· been done bv the 
GoYCJ'l;l1lCllt that made the lot of the 
m tn nE the land a YeiT l ·nd one indee,d. 
'J.'h,• Scneran for Pubfic Lands will take 

hlrune upo.n hin1~elf. The lwn. gcnth_':l.nHln 
the hu-.;;inPss capacir~· to effect a remed.v. 

He a~kecl a littlP while ago, in interjection 
tu speakel'. " \Vhcre will I get the 
monc,·? " Tbat is the \\·hole rub. In the 
first j)Jace. t!w whole sehemP of land settl•c
tncut bv thi:-:;: GovPrnmcnr is wrong. Th{~ 
:-chcmc ~of group ~ettletncnt is nearly alway.; 
had. \~ erY ran~hr ha,;; a group settlelnf'nt 
bt'ell ~ucF·es~ful. Take the group settlement;' 
that \\·ere put into operation by the Hm_L 
.J. T. Bell .,,.-h,.-n he "·as Se·~retarv for Pubhc 
Lanck It ' ill iw four.d that hardly any o' 
tho·., ::;p~tlf'r:Jent:::- ha "~.-l' bc-elJ ~uccc-ssful. I 
point rhi: out bf'f'<Hl'·f~ the pres·rnt GoYcrn
nE•nt H1'i' nwkin:..:· th" sa1nc n1istake and per
p('tuating 1hP ~alne blunder. I <;Io not .blame 
a GoYl'l'nmrnt for mnkin_g a l11lfJtake 111 tho 
fir··t }Jlaf'P. ._\n~- n~rrn o'i· GoYC'l'lH11C'nt can 
rnakl' a tni:-nake: but that n1istake should not 
b:~ continued. Thf~Sc 1nistakPs in land settle
lnent arP not onlY a lo:-::.~ to the- GoYernn1en1. 
hut tn tile indi,ri'r1ual ~ettler. The man \VLo 
j, placed on land that is nnfittcd for culti
Yation. ~tnd who .;;pt:>:ld:-~ ~on1e years of }~IS 
time and all hi' monev on that land, Will 

no1 a:.rnin take- up f•rn;ing operations. c-v0n 
en lwtter land, ' 1th the ::;.anH. heart as before. 
Thr:rcforc I saY then rho Goyernn1cnt are 
. 1akin'r a \-crT--"" ;-:;erious blnnder. and shoulrl 

' thP hole uf t:heir larld settlen1ent 

To tart oft', we ::::.hou1d ha\·0 a ~urYey of 
clH' whole' d 1 he land of the State that i' 
l'l'-rhr fo" fnrqJjp:J OJ1('l'atinn-. not on]v that 
'\YlJir'h i.S •aJlot~eJ-c:-t{) S~ldicr~ ~~ttlem<'nt. vv~-· 
-.;;hould 11or put n1cn on inferior land. It 
"f·1· l•'! to 1r:> ro hr· ab.;un1 to put JlF'n on 
hntl rh:-u j~ unfl!tf'cl for the purpo;:;;P and 
1.: nnprodncti'.·e. You '\Yill :r:wt only ca~•:-if' 
tl:o"(' ~I'C'!l to 1o~e nJOPY\". bnt YOU arc taking 
tLt•ln a\n y from 1~cltPr. ::J.Jl'J ~Crf' prodactiYP 
t-~H'J"tio··;~. \YP haYP an~- amount of good 
1·-nlfl in t1w Stntr. ~·) tlH.,·'C' mc.n arp not S:!;oing 
en poor h.ncl bccau~c there is a lark of good 
luud. In~read of waiting-. like ~firawber. 
f0r ~onwrh~n2; to un~ the Governn10nt 
_,!Jonld rlo se ·r agree that the 
St'C'l tnry fur Pubiic Land·, hns a big; problC'n~ 
r·o deal \Yld1. 1 arti(·~darly •xhile h0 is short nf 
1l10l1C'\". T do not SYinr·1thi::;e '"ith the 
f~n\·,,j·unli'Tl1 lK'C~lll:-"0 i}H_-..·y arc• ~hort of 1110nPy. 

'rho:• ,~·af'i-L' 1hnt ha~ hll~C'll j)l::~cc dur]prt thP 
l·1 ·t fe',\" •:0.11"~') \\~onhl n1ok0 nnT~ GoYc.rnnJt'llt 
~hnrt rr: ~HOPt·Y. ·hut it ·would bP cutt-tr1g· the• 
lo:'.s 1f -;,ye- p1:::;cPtl n1rn on good. productive 
land. 

The Sr··'RETARY FOR PLDLTC' LA:~ns: \Yh0rc 
are ~~ou gojn~: to g-et the new n:to:aey to put 
tLCN' men on other blocks? 

lrf r. W a.rrcn.] 
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:\lr. \YARRE::\: You appear 10 ;;et some 
n1onev for :all Your wild schen1es. 

Th; SECRETA.RY FOR Pt:BLIC LAXDS : The 
Con1monwC'1alth GoYern1nent haYC laid it 
down definitely that the:; \Yill giYc no 1nore 
!noney for soldier settln11cnt. 

.:\lr. "TARRE::\: I think \Ve haw gone 
p< ,t the st«g-e of sJlclier setrle:ncnt. Although 
thev sav the soldier has been a failure as a 
settler. ·I ronlend that he has Lern no ll1orr· 
.-o than the aYcragc lllillL In Jnan~: ca~cs 
the \\Toug n1an y,·as dwsen to go on the ]and. 
~le 1ra unfiltl·d frorn llealth Ulld• other 
1~ca~uns to go on the laud. Did .-dJyonc CYer 
lH•ar of such a thing: a~ picking settlers~ 
.-\f' a 1·ule you dd not pid\: <:"ettlcrs: thc~T go 
nn the land luq1hazaH1. you take the1n as 
theY u~mf'. If there ha\-P lH_'en fuilure." in 
the. so1dier ::-.C'1tlen:l•nt.3 1u trreater proportion 
than in other SE.'ttlell!Pllt~. it has been dnr to 
the type of n1.an ::hosen and to the inferior 
lar1d an(~ general b;td nlanap;e.11c•nt on the 
pal t of the Go,-errnncnt. 'Take those "ettl,e
l110nt~. ill rotation. and ,-on \Yill fi1Hl that 
the wor3t was Coomin~·a: then Beer1mrnuu, 
thPn Stanthorpr If :con take the scttlenwnts 
throughout the State. ~·on \Yil1 find they ~ot 
IYol·:-.· ns thr lCJncl got \HH':-3l'. \Yhere the_: 
did bl\';:-.t tlw laud was bc-.t. Thi:-: ]n·oyc,, 
conrlu:,iYch· to .·ny rca~onahle rllld thinkin.--,· 
J:ran that the fanft \Yas 110t with the ~cttlcr 
but with the 'Y'lPm ar.cl the qualit\ cf thP 
I r,d. 

The Serretar\ fo1· Public Lanc1~ kiitnYs 
Jlf'lfectiv \Vf'll that he i~ onJy waitinu· for 
fhc~0 n{0n to be st ~tl'Yl'cl off. Tl-lat is the ._11lain 
truth. The hon. ge11t1ernall appointed a 
Cornrnl:;;~ion to inspe('t the .~ettlen1ents and 
r:1ak0 rccomn10ndation~. and I defy hin1 to 
]1 1It the rPeord;;:; 0f that Cmnmi·~sio"n on the 
re bk of the Houee. The hon. 9:entleman 
kno\\·:-. that h,\ dare nor do it. Tl~at report 
xoulrl conden1n hin1. 

Th:• SECRETARY FOR PcBLlC LIXIlS: \Yhat 
report? 

:\h. \YAHRE::\: The report of the Ccnmnis
.;;.ionc-t·. 

The SECRET.IRY , oe> PcBI.IC LAXDS : I ha ye 
not got ir. 

:\h. \YARRE::\: I kno\\- all about it. 
1 he 1Jcn. g·c·ntlcnlrlll kno\Y:-:i pcrfecHy we1l 
lhat cei·taill rec·onunc·ndation.; haye h,,en 
nwrl0. a~1:--l that those rccolllLllCndat-ions haYe 
l!(Jt heen followed out. 

The :-lECRETARY FOR Prnuc I. •xns: \Yhy 
1wYe thcv not been followed out? 

:\fr. \YAHRE::\: I ,u,,po'e the hmL gentl<•
n~a~1 will --Hy on accon1H of shortage of 
1110!1(',\. 

The SECHFTIR' FOR PCBLIC L :\Il~: The 
\Yrlting off ha.s rakcn placr. 

.:\h. V\T A RRE::\: I a:n not r:tlking 1 bout 
1n irinp; uff. 

Tit" StccRETIRi FOR Pt-BLIC Ll:\!>·: That is 
~,yhat tht) Cornrnis~Io:n ·qh appointed for. 

:\Ir. \YARRE::\: Y l''· the hem. o:entlclltall 
,,,.,lllcrl the i"Lll'. Tlw Commi,siolcl did not 
('Yadc the i~-,uc. 1hc Conuni----lon kno\YS ]H~~·
fc('rlv \Y(~ll t11at thrt'(' are "f'ttler~ on :-'oldior 
sdtlcmrnt··· to-clay that h Ye no possible 
chance of illcklnp; [l 1iYillg fl'Olll the }anJ. 
lwrause there is not ,nfficicnt plant food in 
that lar,d. 

Th" St:rnETAHY roR Pnu_rc L.EJJ~ : If tlw 
Ccnnmission0rs have ~npplied you \Yith infor-

[JJr. lY•trren. 

mation that tl1ev have not vet supplied to 
In<', they will he~ar about it. 

Goi-ER!\)JEKT MnJBERS: Hear, hcu: 
The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS : ThE.'' 

are C>ffi.cers in mv department. and I \vill 
·disrr1is" anv office'r in n1v dcparn11cnt ',",'ho 
ha'· supplied such information . 

Ylr. :\YARRE::\: I do not know about 
dis1nissino:; I v,·ant to ln10\Y if the Secretary 
for Publi;, Lands is going to follow out the 
reconJmC'nc1ations of the Commission. It is 
quitl' time that the report of the Commission 
\Yas laid upon the table of tlns House 

The SECRETARY FOH PcBLIC LAXDS: It has 
not bePn given to me yet. 

Mr. WAHRE"J: It ought to have been. It 
i. downrig;ht bad business that that report 
ha' not been presented i o this Chamber 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:llLIC LAXDS. You are 
going to get sorneonc into serious trouble. 

::\lr. \YARRE~: The hon. g:,,ntlcman is no 
n1ore sincere in his present staten1ent th?-n: 
ho ,, as ~incere in appointing that Comn1B
~ion and he \Yill not b0 Ino-rc sincere ·nhen 
~h-e' report is tabled. He knows .perfcctl:.' 
well !hat he is up against a proposition that 
he is not prepared to face•. It is no use any 
out~ide organi::::ation trying to :o;rnooth the 
:VIinistcr down. It is just as .well fo~:. the 
hon. gentleman to face the pos1twn. a nu It .'s 
jmt as well for the Gm-ernment to face n. 
I arn not going to n1ince Inatter~ VYith tl~t~ 
hon. gentlcnuu1. The hon. gentlerrtan 1 . ..:; 

re>sponsible for the actions of 11r. Coyw' .. 
anU he i~ al:·m re;;;ponsible for the actions uf 
:\1r. Hunter. 

The SBCRET.\RY FOR PcBLIC LA!\DS: You anc 
gE:iting on a different trac~ DO\Y. 1:: on know 
the Com1nission was appmnted to uo a cer
tain thing. 

.:\J:r. \YARRE::\: The hon. gTntlt'nutn 
{ Yadl\d the prin('ipal iP.sue. Instead~ of giving 
the IIll'Dlber~ of the Comrni~sion a freL) hand, 
l1e muzzled then1. I am gan1o ro say th;-t_, 
the mcinLer"' of this Comini:;;sion C\X'' going td 
ni:ake a eertain recommendation. ~:\t anv 
ra1 e, if the-; do not. thev IYill not bP doing 
their dutv. · It \YOuld be· a wise thing if tlw 
Coycrnmcnt. with all their strength behind 
tbcm. would show a little heart and a litt],, 
dccPrlcv towards these settlPrs. I \\ant to 
emphaSis~.• agalu that there ar0 _pnrtions of 
the settlements that I am ~peakmg of that 
arc not bad. and with sympathetic trcat
rnent th0 :;,ettlers \Yould Inake a succt:-:':-> of th,~ 
lntsin{ ... :-3. So far 8'3 lant1 settlen1ent generally 
i~ concerned, unlc-;s there is mcwe liberal 
i.L_atn1ent in the n1ntter of railwa:v freights 
;:~nd in c11hf \Yay.::>, ~,;e arc going to haYP a 
biK eel back. \Y l' kno\Y perfectlY wP!l ho" 
few of the people at present on the land pay 
l11Comc ta~. It is absolntels astoni:'hing ho\~,
fc'\ Jo rm.)- i11conH:> tax, and it \\-oul_d he a 
,-C'r~ sane bu2iness propo~ition ~f t~H' G OYern
n,f'nt, bf'fore lt is too latf', n1ade the country 
a little more attrac·tin•. In spite of ail their 
~chen1cs. the nntn on the ln,nd is not gPttiug 
a fair deal. He i~ uot ·lne pf'nn~~ bcttPr oH', 
but he has to pay g-reater taxation .. -vVhat }..; 
going to happen tF, a re:>tllt of the rnc_reascd 
raih\'a:, rates'? \Vhom are they go111g 10 
hit? They are going to hit one cla~s-tlH' 
man on the land. The Gm'crnmcnt. \\·ithont 
anv thonO'ht- a11d without anv con':'lcleration, 
~it11ply ~a}'. "\YP ha·-E:' to fin(l so n~liCh 1uor·~~ 
monev.'' \YhY han· thev to find Hns money 'r 
It i~ ·because (;f their cn\'n recklessnp:-..::. \Yn 
l1eard a dialogue between the Secretary for 
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l'nblic Lands an•l the hon. member for 
::\'Iurilla about the method 0f excavating the 
channeLs in regard to the irrigation works .. 
The ::\finistor must know that the use of 
shoYel~ on excavation works itl an obsolete 
method. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR Pr~BLIC LAKDS : \Vho said 
they were· using them? 

l\1r. \Y ARRE:\ : Tlw hon. gentleman 
kno\YS they were w.;ing th0n1. The hon. 
ge~1tlen1an cot;}d easily l.,.1avo said, .'· VYe are 
u~1ng sc:oop,._, or '' \\ e are us1ng sorr1P 

-different method,'' but he did not. He evaded 
the i"ue. He started to argue whether it 
\Yas 7s. 6d. or whether it was 2s. a yard, or 
something else. 

Th· SECRET.\RY FOR PBBLIC L'KDS: \Yhat 
"bout \Yarren's Folly' 

J\lr. \YARRE'''.J: ?\ever mind about the 
folly. The issue 11as whether these men were 
using ~coops or vvhether they '""lCre using 
shoveh. It is well known that the Govern~ 
ment ah .. :·s adopt old out-of~dato methods. 
J do not w.tnt to be too hard on the lVlaJil 
}:load~ Board. bcc-Iuse it is a new institution, 
and the Board had to find eno;ineers to earry 
out ib ''arks; but I was informed b\ the 
chairn~au of the Landsborow;h Shire Council 
1 hat the first throl' miles of the road oyer the 
Blackall Range OJSt £40,000. It was not all 
on th0 n1ountain. Can you i1nagine thr~e 
1>1iles of m • in road costing· £40.000 ? That IS 
''nothcr way in which thP)' are going to blcvl 
those pc·oph•. The CoYPrr:mwnt should not 
bP pn:'3hcJ into indiscriminate \\·aste and 
"" tra vagant CX]Jcnditurc by their followen. 
Thcv sh•mld realise that thev should adopt 
Lusi'ne,·~~ lllt•thods, and it is 'about ti1ne the 
people of Qur•cnsland ro~e up and said. "\Ye 
"·ill not haYc this .. art of thing." If the 
(;overnn:t nt dPsin~ to C11TV out their 
mcialistic platform, they could 'put the ,,-hole 
of their platform into operation during this 
:-r:.-,·.ion. bnt thPv are not sinccr0. Thev are 
Hl m or• in cere 'then the Sccretarv for Public 
Lands \\ .d when he talked about this Com~ 
nli::-sion thnt ht• Dppointed and which he 
J.ll1) le"~. H0 is not sincere about the irriga
t i(_Jl1 \YOr~-~. 

The• Sl'E":<,KER: Order: Order! 

::\h. \YARRE:'\: I want to deal with thc·e 
1rrigation ~,','orks. As a n1atter of feet, we 
c· tnnot sc'll the produce \VC are growing at 
th(' prc--d1t tirne, and the Government are 
lJuildi11g lnrgc in~igatiou works a1thoug'h the~. 
kno1; that irrigation settlements have been 
<L cornplt_Lc failure \vhercver they have been 
tried in Amtr:.dia. Yet in spite of that the 
t-::.ovcl":.lnwnt arc S})cnr1ing -~.n enorn1qus RUin 

in {·ounccrlon with a water conscr\7 ation 
:-c·hc_•n1c that ·will be Jnore expensive tl1an the 
Burr"11jack scherne and nlol'e f~xpcnsivc than 
the l\lildllnt scheme. The \\ .Jrkcrs of Queens
l?,nd ar• so blind that thev cannot Sb' that 
in tlw HC'ar future thcs\~ th~jngs are going to 
fdl back on th-.'msclYes. I hope that the 
Go\-€'U1HiCnt will be wise. particularly in the 
1•1atter of .'oldier Hettlement and land settle· 
Jnellt g.·u· rally, and that they will adopt 
better business methods. 

1\Ir. FRY 1K11rilpa): At ihc outset, I want 
L support the remarks of other soldier mem
bers in this Chamber in advocating that, 
Instead of the Secrct.1rv for Public Land,, 
allo1Yin~ soldiers to st~rye on poor land 
that '"ill not grmY anything, he should use 
1he adn:mage that he has in office-his per~ 
Bonalit:·. if he has any, and his sympathy, if 
he has any-to transfer these men from 

Bcerbnrrnm an:l othPr settlements to lanrl. 
o" wbir·h rhev can make a liv·illg. It is thP 
dP~ire of tlH; people of Quecn..;:land. and of 
\ustralia. that thc,e soldiers should haYo 

better conditions than those' which haYe 
already bcPn giYen to them. \Yhen the 
fioldicrs \Yere b0ing placC>d on Beerburrunl. 
the hon. ll1f'll1ber for ~1nrrumba said that it 

as a most deplorabl, gift of the nation to 
her :;;oldicr:;;, 

:\It'. HARTLEY: He di~l not say thai. He 
said the land wa~ .-;u:ond to none in Quecn~
land for cinus fruits. 

Mr. FRY : " Hansard" will bear out what 
I sa id just now. 

::\Ir. HARTLEY: \Yhat ~·ou said is not true. 

:\Ir. FHY: It is perfc'rtl.c· tnw. Thi> is a 
quc~tion that nnu~,_ he faced. 

l\Ir. F. "\. CooPER: The Gon•rnor-Gcncral 
said that the Queensland soldier s •1 tlemenb 
arc the bt:'st in the Connnonwcalth. 

:\Ir. FRY: \Ye know thn when the Go· 
\·crnmcnt take p0ople out to ;;::how thcn1 the 
ianrl. the,· show them the best part of it. 
\Ylwn I IYC!lt up to the BC<Prburmm settl0~ 
nwnr I \Ya:c; tak:>n to the nwsr sncc~·ssfnl 
t'etrl0r. I said to tlH~ official~. "'Yon han_• 
been Yery kind to nlL' this n1o1·ning. I 

would nov; like to look round 
fl2 noon] mvself.'' I and those \\'ilh me 

thrn '' ·nt round onr ... eln·. and 
"·e ··R\Y the other farr;c·' to which \Ye harl not 
Lcr"n taken, and '\"£' got the Yersion of 1 hP 
_.;cttler:". thcrf'. vd1ich ~u; quite contrary to 
thr \'Crsion giYcn b:. the agent of the GoYel'lt
OH'llt. )~.:-:: _, nHnter of fact. {)nC' 1nan said. 
· · }J ow did ~ ou rnanage to gPt round to see 
us·.,. alld I ~-.;aid that after thauking th' 
offier-r \Yho \Ya:-. sho·wing 1ne round I had told 
him 1 ha1 I \Yankd to kok about for !11Y· 

:·Plf. Ilc said. '·If v·ou had not comC' bv· 
h·c~. ·' ou •r;ould. n YC'l' ha ye ~ccn the~·e 

I other hon. lne?ubors in 
arh·oc 1ting· thr.,p nH'n should get better 
con.~ !dr•J·ution and lJL' transferred to blocks 
\Yhich arc n1orr suir-lJl.·. 

!\Jr. l(ERR: And ha ye a propel' aclYance 
m,_•de to thrn1. 

:\lr. FRY: I \\'ant now to ref<·r to a matter 
in ·which th<' Promicr i" ('onccrncd. an 
accouu1 of ·which appl'al'::; in the '· r\nstralian 
S,'allH.'!l'~ ,Journal.., of 1st· August, 1924. A 
n1o..;;t .~·crioug statement is n1ade there, and. if 
it is true, it i .. a sorry rhing for the State and 
for the Premier. It is signed b:v a }Ir. 
O'SulliYan, who declares it to he tnH'. !r 
is publish·d in The Seaman," the officiai 
or.£., all of the Xa1 ional Seamen and Fit -
m<>n ·~ l;llion of Great Britain, by Thon1a:-' 
\Yahh for the Federated Seam0n's Union of 
. .\n.h·alia. at the head office of the Union, 
Trades Hall. :\Iclbournc, Victoria. The 
paper \Yhich pnblishes it knmvs that, if it 
r·lnno1· jLHtify these stat•·nF.mt.::;, it is liab!e 
for criminal prosccuti<Jn for defan1ation. In 
the interests of the public life of Queensland 
th stat<·nwnt should be denied if it is not 
trnr. The Prernicr should n1ake a stah1

-

nwnr. and if it is not true. he should take 
action again~t the paper, and the person ,,:ho 
is responsible for the stat''ment should bo 
prosecntC'cl. I Yie·;. the matter from a most 
serious standpoint. I have brought the 
matter up hPr<'. w that the Premier may haYc 
an opportunity of dcnving the statement; 
cthflrwist\ ir rnu~t ;?;O out to ihe vvorld '1;; 
being- ~111 ab~-olute fact-a sworn statement 
published by a unionist journaL This 1s 

illr. Fry.] 
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the ~tatem0nt. ·which ~:3 hLac1C'c1 .. I{:ing 
Theodore''-

" To the Editor. · Seameu's Journal.' 
'' ThiY nan1 wa~ n1cnrionlcl in an article 

by J."ri.C.. under the headinf' ' King 
rrhendore the First,' in your July issue. 

.. To those una{'quaintecl with the full 
facts of tht> matter it may appear that I 
pla:.·f'd a ::had:,~ pa.rt, Dr. at ll'ast, partici
JHltCd in certain -dc·al~ referred to bv vour 
correspondent." ~ ~ 

.Just to show that this is dealing with the 
finances of the State. 1utcr on there is a, 
statement made that tlvc Premier had pro
lnised to pay certain n1onc·ys out of tht\ 
finances of tbo State_'-

" In ord0r to ::-ave any pot-sible rnifinn
clcrstanding as to n1y appearance in Bris
bane at the time lll<mtioncd b:: J.H.C., 
and rn:v activit:v there. I you to be 
good enough to publi~h follo,Ying 
~tatcn1en1 s. Thcv are extracts fron1 a 
:-'WOrn statt>n1ent. I n1ade before ::\1r. 
c\r'hur Rae, J.P., of 'Common Cans·,' 
at ~hdn0y. on 24th December, 1923:-

.I called at 'Smith's,' . . . in 
::\-ovC'mlwr, 111~· object being to get fixed 
up with a job. and thu~ c:;:tablish co:t
tinuit of employment . . . ~xhlch 
I felt would jn~tify lllC in den1anding 
":Smith's' rede1nptjO!l of thcie pron1i~ .:l 

to pav n1Y fare frunl Lond~_JJl to ~\'dneY. 
ask.cd 1-IcKa• the job that ·r htid 

promiccd nble. Be said 
he ~santPd HL' to rro to Bris

bane as C·ditori~J l'CIHC':"('~~tatiYC of 
·Smith's \Veeklv.· I said rhat whcthN 
I would go dqiended on ·.-·hat the• job 
·was worth. He said L~20 a WC'ck . 
CDnfidcntiall;.~ . ,,_ e hl'C lmcking 
Tlwodorc. Xext \ear he will lcaYc th.l 
State and go int~ Federal politics. and 

he will be the Labour Prime 
.\Jiui:-ttC'r. . Ir 
under thl' 1ap, 
openly in the paper ~:•Jpport. 

· If you take thi' up, and if you like 
it.' continm',l l\IcK. v. ·there will be 
a safe L hour tt in ~m:•nslancl Parlia
nwnt foJ' .nnt ar the elld of it. and I 
<1~:-:tll"C ; ou that Th~·odor _ \\·ill do anv
th1ng ·on wa1n. :-:.aid I found 'it 
1!l0l'C intt'lT-.;t-iiig· to oJ)~f'rYc politics 
than 10 participate in thuu. 
:\Ic Kav replif'll. ' :" do I.· . I 
:-aid 'lr :;.ound" auc1 I tl1ink rH 
!fO. ndd··d that tbt~ 
nHcttt~l' wa· \\·ith Thcodo1·c, 
l tt that 1n ft·W du: , he 
\Yonld l(·t TIJf' know. 

· I rl'tnrncd tc~ 1 nt1 
cl 

ntm·e curt than 
'·ith ' \\',.jl 
tt ·~.·cck. _, 
knn·.,, 

IYa~ 1·; 

~\pparelJtl~· he hn,;; 
it. he eaa 

. . J dor1'r kno· 
lH'C''111:--P lH' 

c.·n ;nH1 
ro o~n 

[Mr. Fry. 

. and 
that job is JJO\Y 

f 'l)lpC I' 

Gi thnr .£20 
~:~10 n \~ cck. 
rl1inking OYer 

£6 ·l \VC'Ck. 

llppo::-t' it's 
:-:. a1Jont ttll he 

lw l:a" h·~, 
·· :--:.n1ith·s.~'.' 

:\1cKay again assured me of the· 
certainty of Theodore standing to the 
arrange1nent. . . . 

' I returned within a few hours and 
reopened the matter with .McKav. 
. . . W c had another long a1!d 
heated argument After a while 

I agreed to g;o up at £16 a 
week. He said. 'All right, that's 
,;ettlcd. Theodore will pay you the £6 
l'Ycry ·veek and we will pa:<' you £10. 
You will bP put on the Government list 
for publicity.' 

'I took th' train to Brisbane. . . 
Thcocloro asked me at the outset if I 
v. :•re aware of the exchanges of notes 
brtwccn himself and McKav. He then 
opened a general conversat:on on ,vhat 
he tenncd was a fnlse view ]lrevailing
in the South regarding Quccmlaml. H< 
said. ' Y\-'"-c are not Bolshevists, ancl 1ve 
\\·ant that made plain, for instance.· 
\Ye talkPd of the matter ami 
. . :i<lr. Theoclore'" . . . attl
iudP. . . . He said, 'I want you to 
gd easy on that, because all thC tin1e 
we n r:> in correspondr11cc govern
ment all,· and l'onfidentiallv on the sub
ject.' · . . Ho show<e.d me thi ,, 

as his helper under the lap 
He said I was not to appear tn 

have favoured entree. 'But,' he salll, 
' a'" I 1vant you to use your jndgn1cnl 
and discretion if ever you think that '' 
situation \Yarrants a special ;;,tatcnleut 
fron1 n1e, you can draw· it UlJ, type it 
out. and ,nbmit i_t to me, and if I think 
1t 1s 0. K. I will let It go through. 

B\ the w:>v-the matter of 
n1onov. Thf'rP is o1il~v one -..va ... ; I c"u1 
fix tl;is. I >vill arrange · to P'' v 
yGn . out of the special cor{
tingenc.. fund of my office, >vhich will 

!lot bP subject to scmtiny by the Auditor
General. This is the best \Yay.' 

' On :\Ionday (tho Monday aft r m:; 
arrival in Bri:;lmne) . . . 'vhPn :r.,h·. 
I-Iin('hclifYe, businc~~ n1anag(_•r (of 
· Sn,ith'.; ') told me h· h•.:J no letto· 
for rne on the subject of rn,Y faro refund, 
I 'hawed my letter of 28th I\ OH'lllber, 
anrl dictated . . . a collcc+ tcl0grm11 
addr"s,.cd Packcr-McKa~-. in v ... hich I 
said 'R0cciv0d no ackno,dcdg·nlent frmn 
you n1y 'letter dated t\c:cuty-c!ig·hth. 
'Culcss ou rc'fund bv 2 o'clock mv· fare 
a-, prmnif'l'd by cablC, I c:·u~c \Vo~·k thi~ 
afternoon.' 

. . Theodorc 'phoned rnc. and 
coid. 'Ylr. O'SuJliyan. 1 recein'ri ">.ire 
il·om J\Ici{ay this rnOrning. asking· llll~ 
to hold in nbf'\allCL' that :·rrnno-pm nt 
>Yith )·on untii I hear fm·tlp;:. from 
him. Ifs ratlwr cryptic.' " 

Tl;C' SPF...\ KEH: Order! I \Yottld iHk the 
llon. n1<:111bcr if the c-,tract i~ yp:_·\- lllllch 

luli~er. It app"ars to 111· that the ho~L n1c:;_11 .. 
~)l'l', co,·cr of a di~cu~sion of grit•Yn nee:-<, 

~l pe1 mud athtck on the Pn'lllier, 
ate f'XC ·odingl_v. 

=\I,·. FRY: \Vc arc ackc<l b,· the GoYC:'ll

yotc 1Lonev for ilwil· 
e;1titlcd to ask 

So far , I ;u1 

abont -i:. 
honot!l' 

PrcmiPr bY 
1-hn . 

<' k 
of r'-_e 

lll' tit ut
who 
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Th(' l'R-:Asr~RER: I -wjJ1 give you cyery 
opponu!Jit:· to lnYP~ti~!'atc it. 

:\Ir. FRY: I do not \Yant- to nwkc an\· 
in-· ~:;:.tigation at all. but. as I haYc rh'e 
::::rcat0't respect for the Premier. in his 
int~_'rU·t~ I \Yant to C"iYc hin1 the chance of 
1 cplYin~. \Laug~1ter.'l I n1ay say thdt it is 
:-i':(HPd b:· Chris. O'Sul1iYan. Pd collcludes-

.. Thr· origirwl frorn 1Yl1ich thc . .::c> an:~ 
r~1ken i~ in ~afe kC'cplr1g. For ruliablc .. 

inn'stigatiou, arn lH'Cl;arccl to 
it." 

cn1d thi~ n1an to-{lay is en1ployed on the. 
of the Sydney Labour cla.ilv ne\Yspuper. 

::Jl!l hore- a~ n reprt~entatiYr- of the veo~jlc. 
and r nn1 a:;;king for i!lfonnation. I ..Jo 
JlOl \\-rtJlt CIHY circnnlstarres to thro'. · 
:-.u :1 11non upon nn:· · cne: I \Yanl to clear the' 

I \YaJH to hay the llHlt1L'l' 

and I Lope that the Prenlit>r \Yill 

Tond1ing the qcneral prosperit~,~ of Quecn~
bJI(l.. I \Yaut to say that we haY~ noth-inM 
for '.1, hi rh to thank the GoYenuncnt. The 
;n·.:"~JlPrity that. y,-e sPe a.hout ns is due to 
1 t1tnral ('UUSC' a.nd to the prodnetiYit.'T of 
tJu-- State. The Sta1c ,,bounds in natnral 
1.rcdth fr,:Jl11 north to :-:outh and cn:'t Ll we ,r. 
J-,,- rywhcl'e there are opportunities to pro-
r1·Ic·r thing':- whi<.:l ,,e can srll oyc~·:-.,_as 
nJ:d \YC' lLccl onrselYcs. and it is the 
·rltlt. the Covcrnrnent to foster thEir lll'O-

( · P _·tion. I-laYe they done ·~ I thar 
\Yhich is t:Yldent in -:n-.-

1:-.. dw: to the Btatc's own Hatur~tl 
n·"·oun:c~ <.:nd to the expcnditur0 of a huge 

of bo:n'O\\'l_•d n1oney. During dlC 
bY-elec-tion la~t wed\: I wcnr rounJ 

h otenc~l to some of the sneeches-I did 
~J<Ji r.d.;:t· nnlc·h part i11 th -crJntest n1~Ysclf-
;;rHl if tlw pc·ople ollh knew what Labour 
lJ;P~!-:!bc·r:-: Yd_'l'L' ~aying 'and the truth \\Thiclt 
~.a~ uot diYulged; they IYoulcl have son1ething 

thinking nlJout. Thi..:;, is 8 nPlttt·~· uu 
·,·(' shon1c1 the GoYcrlnnent, 

lJ;..,ean.::.e~ ~f the: giYe f i:nfonnatioll to thl• 
rc~1pie. ho1Y ( :tn the pco1)lc trust rhetn or 
l1r1\\- l v··o;1le tru5t u~ ·: Let nH' c1uott• 

!'"'" to shmv hm\ the position of 
the las.t (-ight or nine yca1·c; 

(·OJJ'l ·ans lJOsition duri11g t1H: 
· r-=: bf,f:Jn! (;oY('l'lUll('llt too!\: 

l>J7-~ to .1914-15 rhe c·eceipt& ro 
of con-:olidatcd an1oLUH('cl to 

£ ,6_2,37.373, \\"ith £82.299.538 
clnrinc: " from 1915-10 to 
1922-2.3: those periods there 
''ere totalling £17:U?57. 
\•:JWl'C<t'3 ('O'l'l'C~~ponding latE..r })Pl'iLH} 

tiw-.,·e v,-;_J~:; a npt ddi:..·it of no lr,·~s rhan 
i'~Y~2.C "2. That r~flf'ctr no crrdii on the 
Co\::rllll1('llt. .,nd it is llalLirall\T a. c~1u:~C' for 
('Oltnd .~i1:! L hon. _.lunber. ·on thi.::.-
l'L·G- 1907-8 to 1914-15 chrl ~t t 

£5,749A37. whibt in a 
r-oll cc led £21.31'J. 73 

the· fact that .ll tnxat1on 
()t1 to the shoul(lcr, of tlH• 

JlU1Cti.ICC1' and 'Tht> 

£2.:c.l.oc:c. 
_\ t_;o\-~:1:\'~.!:FXI ).IE.:.'IlBU-{ illtf'rjcctcd. 

:\h. FRY : They aT£ true. They ue sup
piicd by the Auditor-General. and I snpposce 
rh at if 1 he Auditor-GoneTa] supplied the 
hon. member '·''ith information, he would not 
qlH'stion 1t. The Govern1nent have lost up
''"rds of £11,000,000 on th,, Tailways while 
thf~~' ha.Yc Lecn iu power. -\nd, b:;,~ the 'Nay, 
when hon. members opposite weTe talking 
about the industries of Queensland they did 
''Ut rr•ll the workers over in Buranda that 
tlwv had let contracts for iron and steel 
Lri(Igca to Enghsh firms when Queew:;la.ncl 
fir .s could have done the work just as w01l 
for a slight increase which was duo to the 
difference between the vvages of the workn1cn 
in F:nglan i and those here, and the fact that 

there they work longer hours. Tl1e 
,asc in fares and freights on the ;·ailways 

this C OYcrnlL_cnt ha vo been in power 
been upwards of 55 per cent. on the 

crag·0, <]though the Gon_:rnnlcnt tnld 11s 
:'( :·ear that it was 17 per cent. and 12 per 

c;'nt. rrspectively. Since tho beginniEg Df 
rhj,~, month there has been a coneiderablc 
inf:l'f'Jlsc, t>speeially in fares ·which haY(' h 
be lJaid by people vvho travel on ou:r trains~ 
C::lHOtJ.l1ting to 7-1; tH'r cont. J\1_or€0Y(!l', D 
fft;d that the ]o~~f' upon the entf'lTHisos eon
trollccl ll' the CommiPsionce of Trade amount 
tc• £~67.355 and the profits to onlv £-!~.611. 
The 1ndr·btf'dnc ..;s to the rl'reasurJ' of those 
,~ wenakings is no less than £2,214,751. On 
tiH _ _._1i11in:; 0nterpri.sc" the lm;;scs bavr been 
£36?.207 and !he profits £8,993, with an 
indebtedness to the Treasury of £1,114,503. 
( :n the '·'t'"'mills there has been a profit of 
£18.414, tut the Stat<1 tra1, lcr and steamer 
'ltu\\ s a loss of £48,560, and the inchbwdness 
trJ t'l0 Trcasmv in respect of !hat under
taking- is £45.792, makiug a total indebted
Le''·.' to the 'L·ea ury of £3,454,814-a sum 
"l11ch will become a dead loss, as it is not 
possible to pay it back from losing concerns. 
The'" arc ,ome of !he things 'Nhich they did 
J,or toll the people during the Buranda by
dcctJOn. Tho net loss on the State enter
prisc.J an1<nmts to no less than 1,010,104, to 
>·}nel~ have to be added unpaid incorne taxa
tion (which vrould have been paid hacl they 
bC'cll run by pnvatc\ enterprise) amounting to 
£164.925, and unpaid interest on capitai 
of £87.425. That rnakc:; a grand total lo~s 
o'" £1.272,454. 

. Then, let, n10 touch on agrjcnltural produc
llon. \Yo had the Sccrelarv for .A:rriculturc 
ll'l1:ng us through tho colur~1ns of tllis 1110l'JJ

in~;' ~. P'lpcr that we are not p1·oducing 
~nfficnnt wheat for our own consurnption. 

h makes one ,,-ondor wh:> that is so. Jt 
'hould be the duty of the Government to 
a~sl··t ·dC'YPlopmcnt so us to n1oot tho demands 
CJ{ the S1~te. It \Yas .an avv:ul adn1i8sion on 
I he of the ..\Iinistcr to confe, 3 to the 

• Association of Kurilpa that 
and f<'rtilc State .ts Queensland 
in:r mfticient whr;:1t to meet local 

I am inclined to think that 
has bPcn cp· ated by the expor

a.~1d wo have now to rely on 
£or our supplic~s. During 

the pc:·iod 1907-14 were 20.257 selections 
uf ag:ricultural Cro1.vn ]and t<Jken up, which 
r(Ldpriscd an nca of 11,518,780 acres. For 
th(' period 1915-22 the number a.Inou11ted to 
011h 10.542. allcl the area ::.elected \Yas onlv 
5.2.:1."'24 ~':-·r( Thrrt3 \YC have good caus·c 
f(_Jl' con1plnint and those figur·CS disclosP ~~ 
~·t·i(",-nl!CC \Yhich th£1 people havf' ngain:-t 
the t_-:o\"C .. 'l'lll~iUlt for the \VUV in which theY 
lLL' can-ice! out their dut,." · 

Tlir. Fry.] 
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The hon. member for Bulimba, when speak
ing on the Address in Reply, referred to the 
11umbcr and output ol factories. The other 
night at Logan road I heard him referring 
to the unemployed insurance and the mater
nity lwnefits brought about by this Govern
ment. but he forgot to tell the people that an 
Oppo>ition member-myself-in 1920 advo
cated unemployment insurance in this House. 
Two Years afton,yards the Government 
thought fit to uring it in. Hon. members on 
this side advocated unemployment insurance 
at that tim_o becJ.use unen1ploymont was so 
u.cute, and JS so to-day. I suppose there arc 
about 20,000 unemployed in Que(•nsland 
to-day. rrhe Saffi8 COllditiOllS CXiSt to-daY US 
exic;ted when l made th8 suggestion about 
unemployed insurance. provision for nursing 
the poor, -which included mntcrnity nursing, 
bush nursing, aHd the e·:tension of the 
operations of uaby clinics, which was asked 
for in 1920 bv n1e and made lavv three ":ears 
later. but n~ credit is given to me~thcy 
':o,im the lot. During the period 1914-21 the 
incrpase in the number of factories v.ras 
shown by the following figures :-

Victoria 
::\ew South vYales 
Queensland 
South Australia 
\Y c'tern Australia 
'fasmania 

1.103 
1,087 

14 
109 
199 

83 
Queensland shows an increase of only four
teen, whereas little Tasmania, which has 
very little recources to support industry, has 
an increase of eighty-three. The increase 
in the number of employees employed in 
factories during the period 1914-21 was-

Victoria ... . 26,477 
::'\ew South Wales 32,265 
Queensland (decrea\e) 1,034 
South Australia 4.297 
\Y estern Australia · 487 
Tasmania 1,205 

Quccnslawl is the only State in the Common
wealth which showed a decrease in the 
number of employees employed in factorie" 
dming that period. 'This statement sho"s 
the comparative, number of factories deal
ing with primary products that arc largely 
produced in Queensland:-

:Factory. 

HidE') and skins 
Boots and shor., 
·wool and cotton and, 

twred mills 
Bacon curing .. 
]~lour milling .. .. 
Jarn, Iruit l)IE'"'crving, 

and pickles 

Yk- :IS"e"iY Queens-
toria. Sontlt land. 

\Yale--. 

48 80 17 
38~ 3US :lG 
1\l 0 ·' 
2~ ]\) () 

4G 6:2 ]] 

50 41 1G 

In connection with the latter we have only 
sixteen factories in Queensland, notwith
standing that '"" are producing fruit to such 
an extent that it is going bad on our hands. 

Ld me now deal with taxation, which is 
a most ~erious matter affecting the wage
earner. I have pointed out on many occo
sions that if a n1an is on the basic 'vago of 
£4 per week, and taxes to the extent of 4s. 
to 5s. per week are levied upon him, then 
his effective wage is only £3 16s. or £3 l5c>. 
per week. Bv the time he pays £1 10s. per 
week for his house-which is an average 
rental-and by the time he pays for food and 

[ 111r. F'ry. 

clothing and other nccesearies of life for 
hi~ family. 11Hlt1cr') press very heavily indeed 
upon him. at•d he is compelled to ask for •m 
i11crcap,c in the basic ·wage. The a1nount of 
taxation received has increased fron1 
£954.457 in 1914-15 to £3,330,885 in 1922-2-3. 
Those figures indicate that in 1914-15 the 
an1ount of taxation per head per .annun1 
was £1 Bs. 2d., which, for a family of fise 
persons-the basis adopted in fixing the 
ha~ic wagc~an1ounts to £7 Os. lOd. pcl' 
atmnm, or 2s. 8d. per week. In 1922-23 it 
amounted to £4 4s. 4d. per head per annum, 
\Yhich means, for the ,,ame family. £81 
ls. Sd. per annqm, or Ss. 1-d. per week. If 
the wage-earner hac to foot such a heavy 
taxation bill, then, instead of getting an 
cffectjve basic wage of £4 per 'veek, he 
receives less than £3 12s. per we9k. The 
public dc•bt has increased from £56.869.008 
to £Z:8,005.000. or an increas·e of £31,136,000 
in Pight years--approximately £4,000,000 pe'· 
annum. The average increase under all 
prPvious GoYernnlClltS was approximately 
£1.000,000 pllr :mnum. The annual interest 
on the public debt has increased from 
£1.975,000 to £3,589,000, or an increase in 
eight years of £1,614,000. In other words, 
the annual interest bill has almost doubled 
in eig-ht :-ears. It is just as well that the 
public should know the increase per head ill 
the iut-crost on the public debt, so that they 
can " call the bluff " of hon. members 
opposite. 

'The intenst on the public debt for the 
YCcar 1914-15 was £2 18s. 5cl., and for a 
familv of five persons £14 12f 1cl., equal to 
5s. 7rl. per wc'ck. In 1922-23 tho interest on 
the public debt was £4 10s. 10d. per head. 
o•· £22 14s. ,';d. per annum for a family of 
fr-,-e persons, equal to Ss. 6d. per week. 

\Ylwn the Government come and 
[12.30 p.m.] ask for an advance, these facts 

inake us wonder "\Vhethor we are 
altogetlwr justiripd in giving them \vhat they 
ask for to continue thP govcrnrn·_ nt of the 
''o\mtrv in this wa,-. vVe want better and 
more 'efficient servlce sho\vn. \Ve want a 
service that is going to be of benefit to the 
State. \Ye want to get a broad national 
outlook uprm the State, its advantages, and 
its opportunitic· Let us do something to 
help on the State in that direction. 

'The wag<' quco.tion \Vas sdtled in this House 
last week, and it is therefore hardly neces
sary for n1e to draw a comparison between 
the wages paid in Victoria and Queensland, 
hut in eYer~ c1SP, with one -or t,,~o c"'Creptions, 
Victoria ;lands in the better position. Surely, 
if \~irtoria can pay thece wage-;, Queensland, 
with all the resources it has at its disposal, 
should bo able to pay similar wages. What 
rlo \YC call an effective wage? I "·ould like 
to know from hon. members on thL Gm-ern
ment side their views on the question. \Ve 
have S<~en them Yote on the question. \Ve 
have seen men with heads of braos and feet 
of clay standing up before us and delivering 
speeches, but immediately criticism \vas 
directed to their 'veak ankles they tumbled 
dmm. \Vould they like to be living under 
present conditions and endeavouring to keep 
a family on a small wage while the Govern
ment were mismanaging the affairs and 
wasting the wbstancc of the State? 'These 
things can be remedied by better manage
lncnt, organisation, and ad1ninistration. 

Let ns take the figures in relation to the 
cost of liYing-. The following figures are 
tak011 from the report of the Commonwealth 
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:Statistician for the quarter ended 31st 
Decembn, 1923, page 71, and show the 
i ncreaso in cost of food and groceries in the 
various States since 1st July, 1914:-

Queensland 
Yictoria 
:\"ew South \Vales 
Tnsn1ania 
South Australia 
\Y cstern Australia 

Per cent. 
65.3 
59.5 
58.1 
58.0 
52.4 
28.2 

Victmia. :\low South \Vales, South Australia, 
and \Ycdc•rn _\ustralia up to that time were 
.controlled by a ::'~ ationalist Government. 
Scn.1th ~..\uf,t:rnlia, ho,vever, was governed by 
a Liberal GoYernment with Sir Henrv 
Tlarwell as PremiPr. Queensland has alwltys 
hurl th~ 1cmest cost of living and still has, 
bec<tuse it is a primary-producing State. 
\Ye are producing right at our doors the 
verv foodstuffs we consume. For that reason 
we 'should be able to live verv much cheaper 
than other States, but the cost of foods is 
steadilY on the increa-e. The Government 
~·ame ;nto office on the promise that they 
would reduce the cost of living by giving 
to the people cheap food, but they have 
failed to carry out thltt promise. In view 
of that. it is worthv to note that the 
Secretary for Agric~lture has confebSed 
that we are not producing sufficient wheat 
to supply our own demands. \V e find 
also thot the very boob we aro wearing
Hot ruy ovvn, because I try tc.J buy local ones 
-ar0 imported. Our hides are sent down 
'~outh, and are returned in the finished manu
frrcturcd article of boots and shoes. 

:!\Ir. I-\::EHR : \Vhy? 

:\Ir. FR'~·: Let the Government answer 
the qncstiun. These are qu~stions which 
rcqui re c;;erious considerition fron1 those 
·, ·ho have ,_,·elf are of the communit-, in 
i heir nn-r. It is possible to remedy 'this 
,, ta te of affairs. 

There other matters whi"h .'hould be 
,-,·ntilatc•d this House vutes the Go-
y, 'HH1tnt .,ny n1ore n1oney. One in1portant 
n1attcr i"' that of fncilitios in South Bris
bane. I corne on to this n1atter. not because 
i~ is alto~ethcr one which I, in preference 
tu other hon. members, should deal with. 
but becanse it is a national question. There 
]c;; a d;.·y dock in South Brisbane, but its 
capacity is so limited that it cioes not permit 
large Yc::.sc~~ to be docked there. I might 
in this connection quote from the remarks of 
JHr. (' Burke. the Seerehrv of the Seamen's 
T.~nion. Ho cstimate;s the' loss to Brisbane 
through the lack of adequate dock facilitie·' 
.,t £25=<0CO per annum. Tbis means that our 
foundries arc idle when they should be work
ln$!'. altd -iron ·sorkPrs and dock hands arc 
forced to take holidays when they should be 
earning w~g(J. There can be no gainsaving 
the fact that there has been wasted- on 
··o-~ialistic experiment,,, motor cars, and other 
luxuries sufficient money to have built a 
first-da>' dock capable of meeting the 
rrequircmcnts of the State for many years and 
thui:l pl'OYiding permanent \York for hundreds 
of n1en. 

We know that many of the State schools 
are in a dilapidated condition and require 
painting. \Ye know that many of them are 
overcrowded. I hope that I am quoting 
the late Secretary for Education right. I 
>a w from an extract of a speech he made at 
\Yoolloongabba that he said it was criminal 
to send children to school when they could 

192~-·T 

not be properly housed through the schools 
being overcrowded. If that is so, why are 
parents forced to send their children to 
overcrowded schools? That is a just griev
ance for hon. members on this side of the 
House to ventilate. 

There is also another matter in connect
tion with South Brisbane thut is of vital 
importance, and that is the question of the 
removal of the railway level crossing at 
\Voolloongabba. It is a dangerous crossing, 
and affects four or Jive street intersections 
I have experienced the trouble that occurs 
there. I have viewed the pedestrian <tnd 
'ehicular traffic, and I say that, if mane~, 
had not l•cen squandcr,'d by the Govern
ment in their a-dministrative acts and wild
cat and speculative schemes of various 
dc;niptions, but had b~en saved, this diffi
culty could have been remedied.· 

I wish to say in conclusion that we rnusr 
pass this motion to give the Govermn< .. 'lt 
n1oney to go on with, for t~,\ o reasons. The 
first reason is because the Government have 
the majori'ty and can outvote us. 

The second reason is that, if '.VC do not dG 
so, the public servants will not bo paid. \Ye 
'.vant to see th m paid. \Ye belie1·e that every 
c•mplo_vPe in the public spn-ice is efficient and 
worth his job. lf he were not doing his job, 
then the Go\·ernmcnt would have told us w. 
If he is doill'' his job, lw should L~ well paid 
I think that., if he h<ts ahvaJ" been doing his 
job, he should not have been subject to the' 
5 per cent. age cut. I arn not a supporter 
of lo'·'' ''ages and of long hours. I think that 
a !llan is \Yorth~' of his hire. If a man use:S 
his brain to improve his job and the work he 
is doing·, then ho is entitled to the best pay. 
If he i, merely going about the job carelessly. 
that is a matter for the attention of the 
f-Upersising organisation. The attack should 
be rn.ade upon the organisation, and not upon 
lh' mdividual. \Ve must vote this monev 
to allow the public servants to get their pa}· 
and keep their wiYcs and £an1ilies going, 

Regarding tho question of the 44-hour week, 
I do not think it is asking too much. As I 
have said L~fore, a ~.;·orking rnan ·who has a 
family to keep is entitled to every considera· 
tion. Onl:v yesterday a man came to my place 
looking· for 1-vork. That rrran \Yanted \Vork 
badl.v. I had pity on him, and without goino 
too far into the case, I may say that he merited 
the 3 1'.'Jistancc given to hirn. He did nDt \,·ant 
n1oney; he ;,ranted \York. I got hirn \vork 
His case is the case of many thoueands of men 
~n Queensland. Thirty thousand ua rnployed 
1s the C''timate llLrt down for the State of 
Queensland. All those unemployed are not 
reg1.stercd at th=: Labour Bureau; rnanv rrlCll 

sa:v that it is useless to register-that thev 
cannot get work by doing ~o, and those 111011 

are endeavouring to get jobs fo.i' thcrn~:-'lves. 

Whilst we arc called upon to vote this monev 
for the use of the Administration, we shoul;l 
not let the Yot • go throrwh without sever"'' 
criticising the Govennncr~t and the carclef''3 
and inefficient methods they have applied to 
their administration in the past. 

1\lr. DEACO:\" (C'unningham): B.efore rising
to speak, I gaYe hon. members opposite a 
chance of ri~i ng and ventilating their griev
ances. \Ye all know that hon. members behind 
the Governm nt have many more grievances 
than hon. members on this side of the House 
and it is desirable that they should expres~ 
those grievances. I will endeavour to do what 
I can to assist them while I am speaking. 

Mr·. Deaccn.] 
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I think that. at least, hon. member' opposite 
and l haYc ono cDn1mon grieYanee. \Ye ·wou1d 
h0th lil; ~· to get rid of rhc present ~linisters. 
Ther0 i3 one thinQ· that is keeping the 
:\Iinistr• in Dffic -a thing that is not at 
ell fair anrl YYhich should be remcdied
rhe prHcnt state of the constituencies. I shall 
~tiYe the numbers on Yarious rolls and draw 
a. comparisDn between country and city elec
torates. It was undec·stood that. yy·hen the 
eJe~Jorates "'e-re rearranged by a Cotnmission, 
rhat Commission allowed Dne-flft.h abo:vc and 
nne-f-ifth belo'' the quota in order to arriyc 
at the diff.erence between city and country 
f·lE•ctorates. M:v comparison will show how 
rhe sehcn1e ·works-

COUNTRY. 

Auhigny 
Cnnningl1am 
\Yide Bay 
Carnarvon 
Warwick 
Dalby 
Xanango 
~Iurrumba 

Cooroora 
J~urrum 
1 'a;.;sifPrn 
Burnctt 
Lockvcr 
.-\Jbdt 
:IIurilla 

Ko. of 
me--
tors. 
6,00~ 
6 •Jg·> 
f<3n7 
6,2i0 
G 336 
(<055 
G,603 

7,002 
7,S~l7 
t}.:2±~ 
fi.:J64 
;),848 
;1,75-1 
7,52·! 

o.l31 

Brisbane 
:IIackav 

l'TTY. 

(~ympi'e 
1'0\VIlSVill" 
ltoekhampton 
:\Iafy borongh .. 

.. Cairw· .. 

{ Bnnda1H~rg .. 
· · Tom-roomba 

Sonth Drh;LanP 
J{eppd 
lpS\\ :(•h 
J~acllam .. 
CllartPrs To" Prs 
Bnranda 

j}!aranoa 
· · \..Flinders 

Xo. of 
Elec
tors. 
G,SJl 
5,083 
4,97:1 
4,478 
-i,K;o 
~>.II:.R 
i""l,Hll 
(),7\l:i 
l1,0G2 
G,-178 
;),787 
fi.-170 
;),5~10 
4,"2:17 
0,804 
4.060 
~.161 

::.\Ir. }'. A. COOPER: } •. re YOn ad\'Ol'ating 
nnother redistrlbntion? , 

Mr. DEACON: I am advocating a fair 
ni>tribution-something that will give coun
ll"Y metnbers a fair representation in th}s 
Parlimuent. All through the country elec
torate,, the proportion is vc1·y much the san1e, 

m! it is 'candalous to think that the country 
people have so little representation as 
<'Omparccl with the towns. 

_\nether grievance that the country has 
again:::t the Govcrninent is becau"e of the 
inercase in raihvay freights. The Govern~ 
1nent. in order to raise further n1oncY. haYc 
increased froighh, and the trouble is 'that in 
1nany instances they hav·e increased freighi'3 
,,-irh falling prices. I have often heard the 
:-;ceretarv for Railwavs sa,- that the Govern
E1Pnt bc;licn; in runil~ng ~railways in ord('r 
to enrourage settlement in the cmmtr::. They 
ha.-o evidently g·iven up that idea now, 
h?l auRe in son1e instan( eR thev have increa~ed 
rhe freight; although prices ha.-e bce11 
, 1 ea d il;c" declining. 

A GoYER:.IJtEl'T MEJIBER: \Yool, for instance. 

:\h. DEACOX : vVool can bear an increase 
,·er~' 1.vcll, but in other ca:;:es prices haYe bce11 
railing- for the last twelve momhs, yc•t the 
freights have been increased. rrhe policy o£ 
the Go.-"rnment in regard to the raih ays 
certainly needs altering. If it is neC'£"'sary to 
cc·ct more monev from the railwavs. then the 
lllCrcaeNJ bl!rct~n should be more fairJv dis
tributed. anrl industries that ar{) hard l)ushcd 

the fll'CS<'nt time should be g-iven a iittle 
At the present time indnstriec in the 

city arc favoured as against countr:·· indur.
rriPs. l~ndcr 1 he present p.ysten1 it is aln1o::;t 
impo,sible for flour-mill to exist in the 
conntrv unless it has sufficient local trade 
for its" outpnt. There is no pD'·sibility of a 
countr~r fiour-rnill :;:ecuring an export trade' 
except at a great disadvantag-e as compared 
iO the citv n1ill.~. That is an unfair dlstjnc
rion to dr.aw between city and country mills. 

[Jlr. Deacon. 

At present every country mill is discussing· 
ways and means of shifting to the citv. It 
is not a good thing for the city to hav0 
everything brought to it, and it is not a good 
thing for the country, and the GDvernment 
~hould devise some means of assisting country 
indu.;:+ries. 

IV e arc voting the Government a large sum 
of money, and some of it will be cxpend9r! 
on the Council Df Agriculture. \Vhen '"" are 
spending money on that body, we should 
insist that it should make better LBE' of the 
newspaper published by the Council. It is 
not an ag-ricultural newspaper at all. The 
articles contained in that paper are not 
alwavs correct and thev are ver"- often 
unfair. They ~re alwa: s "semi-political, and 
the pap-er is regarded with a great -deal of 
contempt by the members of the Loc .•] PrD
ducers' Associations. It does not occupy the 
position it shol!lcl, and it is a pity to vote 
any sum of money to be wasted in that 
direction. I hope something will be done to 
improve that paper. 

I am sorry that, in spite of all the money 
the Government are spending, It i:;; not 
intended to buy any further stallions. I do 
not want to discuss the stallions purrhaP"d 
last ":ear, but it is a pity they bought such 
s'uff. The Government could do a la·rge 
an1ount of good by introducing one good 
horse " year. It would be much b··ttcr to 
lmv one good horse than six infer-ior horses. 

lion. M. J. KIRWA:.I: \Yhat \\-a> wrong 
with those purchased last year? 

::V1r DEACON: They YYcre very inferioe 
horses. 

The PREJIIER: The .authorities wi1o wore 
ad Yising the GoYcrninent said they were ver.v 
excellent stock, and they YYere purchased by 
on expert. 

Mr. DEACON : I neYer heard any g-ood 
jud~e of stock say they were excellent stock_ 
I undcrsto{)(l the man YYho boucht th"m sarrl 
the\ "ere the best he could gd for the 
1no~cv. HP was ~rnt to buy sjx hor:;;es, and 
he bought the best six ho could get with the 
1noncv, but thev arc ju::;t ordinar:-- s1ud 
horse~. Thev YY:ould be all right for an 
ordinary stud farm: but when the Govern
n,ont introduce stallions. thev slwulcl intro
d~TCD high-class horses. There are plenty of 
fair stud horses in the collntry. 

The RECBETARY FOR AGmcr:LTcBE' If there 
are plenty of good stud horses in tlw State, 
there is no occasion for tlw Go.-ernmcnt to 
purchase any. 

::Vfr. DEACOJ\": There arc plenty fair 
stud horses in the State, but there the 
g-reatest difference b~hveen an ordinary fair 
.,tallion end a stud horse. Any hrceclrT 
nndr-r~tands that P_ stud horse is one that is 
u "cl .for getting stallions ,,-hile the-e others 
~tet hor-es- that are onlc· fit for geldin?-·s. If 
1 he Go\·ernn1cnt al'e goiilg to spend any 
monev at all in this direction, tlwy might as 
·"·ell ;pPnd £1,000 on a l'P lly gocd lhJl'SC'. 

The SECP.EIAR', FOR AGRICULTCRE: You .ue 
a ycr:· ungrateful Inan. 

::\Ir. DEACO?\: I am not un, n1dul. If 
tho lton. fl0Dt]('man '\-rants to sec~ \Yhnr a good 
h01 ·C is like, lw should look at tlw illustra
tions in the" Ausiralasian '' a fe1:v vveeks ago 
of horses in1port~d jnto \l-ictoria. TL) r: are 
hirrh-cla> hor~cs. 

I do r.ot \Yant to critici~e the GoY·''T11n1011t 
in rec:rnrd to any otlwr matter. but '\You1d 
llke ~ railway Or two ln n1y electoTrtte, aud 
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I hope that will be borne in mind. I want 
:-..f'Yt~tal schools, and also \Yant a numb('r of 
-chnols paint<'d. I want to see the public 
buildings in all parts of the country kept up 
'" they ought iD be kept up. The Govern
;·nent are allowing public buildings to deterio
rate. not only in my electorate, but in ail 
parts of the State. Even in the electorate 
of the Secretary for Public Instruction there 
.are buildings that need painting and repair. 
It is not a, wise policy to allow these build
ings to deteriorate for the want of a little 
expenditure. 

[2 p.m.J 
Mr. ::\IAXV\"ELL (Toowong) : In speaking 

to the question, '"That you do nnw leave 
the Chair," l\lr. Speaker, I think this is an 
upport unity that we on the Opposition side 
.should aYail ourselvE>~ of, more particularl~T 
in Yie"· Df the events which han' taken place 
and the admissions that have been made 
recer,tly by the .Premier and the Secretary 
for Public Lands. Speaking the other day 
at tlw official luncheon at the Exhibition, 
the Pn~1nicr n1adc use of certain phrases 
which haYe been ably dealt with by the 
leader of the Opposition; but, notwithstand
ir,g that, I propo·e to state my own vim;-
r•oint in that connection. During the course 
cf his speech. the Premier is repDrtcd in the 
.. Daily Standard" of 14th instant as s"ying-

··There is one difficultv which is caus
ing a liHie anxietv. I rCfer to the monc
t;.u·y :-;tringcncy. ~ Tho scarceness and 
(,('arness of rr1oney is hampering dcvelor
l!lent in rural industries and tho position 
i~ ace _.ntualcd l.F'~ the adverse exchange 
:-ituation bet\vccn~ England and Australia. 
The hanks ;Jttribute the difficHity to OYer
lXpeHditure by the Ya.rious Govcrnn1fnts 
u11d the cxce"-.si YC issue of Australian 
}(Jan.~ in London. PcrE!onaHy, I do net 
lJeli.._1 ve that is ihe corr(ct explanation. 
As-,un1ing; that over-expenditure h:1;; 
:rupospd too heavy a drain on the credit 
rc,ources of the country (which, I believe. 
accounts for the present Etringenc_,·), I 
,m; of opiuion that the banks e,nd pr\
'-·ate con(·erns.. and not the Govcrnmu1t~, 
<:.1-L' principally to blan1e." 

It seems to me that that is just like the little 
boy who. finding himscif in a ver:· difficult 
lln~itiou. n1ado all <: x:cuse. If the Pre1nier 
with his colleagues can onlv transfer the 

from themselves and ]l~lt it on to the 
institutions, l10 natnrallc· thinks 
--.vil~ be doing &olnPthing wonder

I want io tell the hon. gentle-
11I<t1J that tbP. objPctive of the Labour part,7 
i.'• something- ihnt does not make for the 
ad-..-nHc(•mcnt of thr indn8triP of Queensland. 
Tr is admitted by the L~bour party that thf -
i:fl. out for ihe socialisation of industrv. It 
" all verv w~l! for tlw Premier to blame 

ii1.'3til utions and priva tc companies, 
. nrll]('siLtingi:- that those institu

r~nn-.: have (1
0HC' n101'C' and -,"ill do more for 

rlw advauCf'T~Jrnt of this ·wonderful State of 
<•llr:-- 1han the gcnt.ltrnt:n wf1o arc occupying 
rhc Trc<lsury l1rnchcs. I de not sU11pose it 
]~ 1 )(_..-,:-,iblP to ~c't hon. ni0n1bcr~ sitting· bC'hind 
thr· Premier to ae;.ccpt the' dieturn that 1ve 

n-.. liY1nr" ln a fool's paradif2, but the sooner 
of this Stn_te realise that ih<> 

'"' ,,-ill be. \Yhen the Premier made 
tlw >pccch I referred to. it was followed b~

rcble c-pcr-::h from his licnienant, tht' 
for Public Lands, ·which was 
YL!':V' strong tcrn1s. I-Ion. rncrn-

here ,,-ij] remember the nmark whicfi the 
Secretary for .Public Lands made. He said, 
" I suppose some of :von think that I ought 
to go on the Opposition side and m<tkc this 
speech," which led cne to believe that he 
was practically criticising the GoYernment 
in regard to the spendthrift attitude which 
they had adopted The booner the Premier 
and his colleagues face the situation, as I for 
one thought they were going to fac'' it the 
other da.<c when the SPcretary for Public 
Lands told them that owing to ad,-ersc cir
cunl,.,tances-o\ving to the stringency of the 
rnnney n1arkct-it was an irr1possibility to do 
ccrta in i hings which YH·re part and parcel 
of the platcorm of the party, the better it 
will be for the COHilll'•. ';\"hen the hon. 
gentleman said !hat I was under the impres
sion that he saw a way out. I thought that 
he had seen the )ig.bt. I do not know whether 
he is buoyed up by the Yictory which has 
been accomplished in Burandv, or ,not, but the 
fact remains that until the Government and 
their follower3 rcaliee the danger of the 
po, ition-and cviclcntlv tho Premier does
st; long shall wo be UJ; against this po>.ition. 
T.ndoubtodly the Secretary for Pubhc L:md-; 
chd right in trying to dra\Y the att<>ntion of 
his followers, and indeed the whole of tlw 
Governm.cn''· charged with the administra
tion of public affait·s right throughout the 
length and breadth of Australia, to the fact 
that their c-ontinual flooding of the money 
Inarket to get loans i" not going to do any 
good. l<'urthermore, the borrowing craze of 
~,}-te GoYcrn1ncnt sccn1s to me rnost peculiar 
w . tho face of their policy, according to 
YYhrch they do nDt believe in borrowing at 
all. In that connection YOU n1a7 remc1nber 
the attitude that was tak'en bv t'he Prcmier
Tn,a_,urer and J\Ir. Fihelh· in 'that wonderful 
pamphlet is·med b~- thc;,1 before the 1915 
flection, in which there i.s just one clause to 
·::hich I would like io dra·.;- the attention of 
tlw Premier. Dealing with what they 
t•'rmecl the spending lw bite Df the Liberal 
Govern1ncnts vd1o precedC'd thcn1,, t.hc:T ~aid-

" No matter hew vou look at Libo,·al 
Finance, its blunder~ are amazing: and 
appalling. Those who rc,:,p the advan
te,gcs of its loosene-s arc thr, land 
rnonopolists, the j)O.\Ycrful financial Insti
tutions who opposed the forma' ion •Jf the 
C'onunon\rcnlth Ba11k, and Yestcd 
Intcn'sts generally. 

" It is to their ad\ antage to haY,, this 
scanJalous Dcflc.:it and Loan svsien~ pcr-

p::>t'_lated. · 
" The "\YOrker is 1hc person ·who suf

fers; tbo producer r::; the pcr':VT! 1-vho 
pays.'' 

Contrast that' with YdJat the" dirl wlwL thev 
attaincr 1 omct'. In 1915 the~ rm.blic deLL Ot 
Qneensland ''"'' left at £56,869,000 b the 
Libt'ral Gon:rnn1cut. This G::wei·nmc,nt-\rhirh 
talked aLout proper n1cthods of fin<Jncc being 
the h"::t of goYcTnn1ult-.,:aisr:d it to 
£88.005.000 in ll·23. The interest ir 1915 was 
£1.975,000, and in 1923 it had increased to 

£3,589,000. ~ow I want to emphasise thd 
point. If, as they say, the wDrker is the 
person who sulfel's ancl the producer is the 

who pa o, hoY.- do the.· think they 
tl'. the '.;orkcr and the producer? 

ln 1915. spent according to them 
111 gross b\- LibcrJl ..::-\.dniin-
1 ,trationf, 1 , h"tvc increased 
that arnount to and 
,till looking for- more nJoncy! The 

Jlr. illa.nt.· ./I 
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char;:; '3 on revenue for periods of eight years 
under tht' two Administrations was £3,259,000 
and £10,544,000 respodively. And it is 
not as if this Government had not had 
plenty c f money to spend. In 1915 the 
ren·Eue was £7,202.000, and in 1923 it was 
£12.599.000. The Governrnent cannot say 
that thev have not had plenh: of mane:· to 
play with, and. w.hen the Tr€asurer makes 
lhc• statement that the banks ar·e to blame, I 
say unhr·.itatingly that he can only blame 
himself and his colleagues on that sido of 
the House. 

Tlw TRE\ScRER: You did not listen to my 
remarks ver,;: carefully. 

:i\fr. 11AXWELL: I did listen to the hon. 
gcntlernan, and I hayo alv. a vs listened to 
him. but I really and trulv 'do not know 
how to take hir,:;, because one day I find 
him ~a.ying one thing and the next day 
he i~ indicating sonlething else. Ono day 
I look upon him as a strong man, and the 
n0xt da,--1 would not like to sa·. ho is a 
jellyfish.::_he is very, very slipper::.' 

The TRPISURER: I did not criticise the 
banb. I explained that they had advanced 
£2,000.C~O and at the same time thev were 
<Titici~ing tne GoYernn1ent for over~expen
diture. 

lYl r. :.L\.X\'vELL: YYhv 'hould thev not 
critiri:-:c ti_,_e Govf~rnnu'-'nt ': ~ The bu-;inosS men 
in the communitv do not come to the Go
yerumen: to heip th0m 10 conduct their 
buf'inc·:-;: <;:_ They go t-o the financial institu
tion•. If the Gm·ernment or anY other 
Gon'rnment are going to do anyth;ng that 
;, "oing to rdard deYelopment, then the 
lnnd..;:~ and private companicb arc perfectly 
jnsti1!t•d in criticising thf' Govcrn1nent. After 
all, did not the Treasurer have to 1nake 
an 3Tl.~ngement \Vith the private companies 
and thn banks in England in conncctjon 
with 1 he renewal of loans? 

ThC' TRE.\SLRER : TlH'Y are not criticising 
1u feE· onr public expe11diture in QLH'-'Cns
hnci. 

:U ·. :\IAX\\ ELL: I am glad the hon. 
gentleuu1n ad111its tha r. I was under the 
im]ll'<'' , m that. when the hon. gentleman 
\vent honl£', there \verc a number of coln
paniP:--. whO v.rere doing that. 

The TI'K\St:RER: Xo-Tho Australian 
bank>. As a matter of fact, I have received a 
lettn from a banker in Queensland since 
I n:ade my statement, aud he says that he 
cntiPl,, endorses what I said. 

Mr. :\IAX\VELL: I am do,ling with this 
InattPr fro1n m~-' own viewpoint, and in n1y 
humblP opinion the Treasurer is excusing 
him,elf for something that has eventuated, 
and nov wallt' to shift the recponsibilitv 
from himself and his colleagues on to the 
l>Rnk.;; ~,ud privat.e CDmpanies. 
Th~ TREA~URER: The hon. gentleman is 

n1isqnoring tho position. 

:\fr. :\IAXWELL: How is it possible for 
the Gowrnment to assist in the de,•elopment 
of the indu,trie' of the State under their 
polic,· Yrc must look to the financial institu· 
tions and private con111aniPs for n1oncv to do 
that. '\Ye hear a lot of talk about capitalists, 
but I comiclcr the only capitalists we have to· 
day are thP financial institutions. Take our 
busirwss men of to-dav-the men whom an 
att·)n1pt i.s being made t.o strangle in their own 
indu,rri. '· I say without fear of contradiction 

[:Jr. JI a.nuell. 

that thev. like the Government, are depen
dent upon financial institutions to ccrrv 
on their business, and the sooner the 
GoYernment realise that the better it will 
be for Queensland, and the sooner th~y 
wake up to the fact the sooner the.v will 
get out of the fool's paradise i~ which they 
are living. I was very much rmpresscd by 
the speeches delivered by the Treasurer 
and the Secretary for Public Lands the other 
day and I felt that we were at last getting 
son{ewhere; but it seems to me that the 
admissions that wo got from the hon. gentle
rnen w~re onlv ma.de in order to whip some of 
their support"ers into line. 

1\Ir. CoLLES: The hon. gentleman must 
J::,"ve had some experience of whipping in 
his tune 

Mr. MAX\YELL: I have never had as 
big a whipping as the hon. member for 
Dm;·en had. lie was well and truly whipped 

Hon. l\1. J. KmwA;:;: No, he was not. 

Mr. MAX\\ELL: I notice that, whilst 
he was a good squeaker son1e ti1ne agD. he 
is very verv silent llO\V. The men whon1 
the Tr;o'asure1· wants to deal with are men on 
his own side. and not on this side. I suppose 
the Trcas1;rer considers that, having 
explained the fmancial positi'?n to tho satiS· 
faction of the C'entral Political Executn:e. 
all is right, but all is not right to. the satis
faction of hon. members on tins side. 

~h. KERR: Or Queensland generally. 

::\Ir. ::\IAXWELL: I am not detracting 
from tiro good work which the Treasurer 
did in London. bnt I want to emphasise 
that it is a pity that he. did not take the 
same conrse in 1920. I bolre'"' that he would 
hav0 done so had it not been for those 
behind him. 

Mr. KERR: Not according to his speeches. 

l\Tr. MAXvYELL : The Government hne 
::;unk a lot of monc:v iu State E-~tcrpn.:.;es. 
Some time ago the Treasurer. admrtt 0 d th"t 
the ,.·hole position in connectiOn With Stah· 
sbtions would have to he reviewed. How 
much further have we got in that. oonncc· 
tion '! The money of the people IS still be m({ 

thrown into these enterprises. I fi1rd. that 
up to 30th Jnn~,. 1923-;-the latPt iq:;ure'> 
aYailable-the positron with regatd to State 
e:ni erpris~~ "\Yas-

::\rt 
Enterprise. 

-----------
Proiit. 

j----------

State Stntions 
Butcher Shops 
Produce A:;.;r;nry 
Canne-ry 1 

Hotel . . . . · · : 
Fish Supply . . · · · · i 
Raihv~y Refn ·-hmcnt~rooms 1 

Sa"\virnlls . . · · · · , 
C'val il_!inc~ . . · · · · I 
ArsPnlC l\I1nes . . . . j 
Chillagoe J\Iincs and Smelters , 

1,703 

:iOA'\:1 
18,414 

.42.1::0 
,,6.,1 

178.056 

\.Ye all know of the sbtement made _b·· tlu' 
Sccrctarv for ;\fines that this enterpl'!se wa5 
going t~ be conductecl on businhs _lines, but. 
i2 a busines" man had conducted his busmess 
on the lines on which the Chillagoe smelters 
and several of the other enterprises have 
been conducted, he would han' had to file '1 
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pt•1ition m insolrency. The other figures 
are-

En terprisc. X et 
Profit. 

X et 
Loss. 

-------------·-----'-----

Irvinrbank Trr-ntmcnt \\~orks I 
Batteries . . . . ' 
Jron and Sterl \Vorks 
Roma Bore .. 
Palmr-r G.-old Minrs 
Het ail Stores · 
Trawler and Steamer 

£ £ 
3:?..665 

5,706 
40.042 
35,8D7 

5,220 

48,5GO 

J,Oio,bc:2 

The summary of these figure3 shows a net 
!c.'s of £1,010,104. Lnder odinary circum
'tanccs the business man competing with 
rhcHo State enterprises would undoubtedly 
1Htve to pay income tax, and it is a fair pro
po-ition that income tax should be attached 
to these enterprises, in which case the tax 
payable would amount to £164.925. It is 
<1 ];oo reasonable and just to add intPrcst, 
"·hich wonld amount to £97.425. making a 
chrcct lo· •, to the State of £1,272,454. B'•t 
that is nc,t the worst viewpoint of the \vholo 
b!i,inoss. \Ve find that. the ca.pital tied up 
by the Gov0rnment in Sh1te entcrpriseJ 
cmmmts to £3,455,000. 

::IIr. C'OLLrxs: \Yhat would you do if your 
p~lrty got in? 

Mr. MAXWELL: How is it possible for 
thP Go>·ernment to continue in the wav thev 
at'~' doing-bulldozing and doping the ]1eoplc 
< ntade? 

Mr. COLLJXS : They \YOu!d not listen to 
: cmr dope at Bura.ndr the other night. 

::\Ir. :\1AXWELL: I did not give them 
dope; I gave them facts. I told them some
thing about the hon. member at the same 
timc>. I may say that statements that I make 
arf' backed up by facts. I do not sav that 
the hon. member for Bowen does not do the 
~a1nr-, but sometimes to rne his statements 
appear somewhat exaggerated. \Ve were told 
of the wonderful opportunities that existed 
, o far as Bowen "\Vas concerned in connection 
with the State iron and steel worb., and we 
have had an experience of it that I have 
read out. 

\Ye have also been told that prosperity is 
rampant throughQut the length and breadth 
of this State. I differ entirely from that. I 
onl: wish it were true. \Ve have statements 
made by the Treasurer and the S'ecretarv 
for Public Lands which contr.adict that. 
Those statements deal with the condition of 
affairs existing to-day. I have a vivid recol
lf'ction of r<1ading in " Hansard " statements 
made by both those hon. gentlemen when on 
this side of the House in regard to the dis
grace attaching to any Government having 
eYen one unemployed man in the State. 
Look at the attitude which is being taken up 
by men in the Labour party in the South er 1 

States with regard to unemployment. They 
blame their Gov-ernments. I do not knm\ 
whether that is dope or what it is, but they 
persist in their attitude. When the hon. 
gentlemen opposite were on this side of the 
House they twitted the Government because 
no arrangement was made to deal with unem
ployment. Now we have the Premier excus
ing himself and his Government on the 
g-round that tbey cannot do certain things. 
In the face of that we are told that this is 

the best State in the Commonweoith w 
fnr as living conditions are c<Jncerncd. 
\Vhen the Labour party took over the reins 
of g(!vernment in 1915 they told the people 
they were goiug to have eh ea p foo-d. I shall 
refer to the Commonwealth statistic to June, 
1924, to show the increase in retail prices of 
food and groceries since July-

State. Increase. 
Tasmania 54.3 per cent. 

J\1r. PoLLOCK: You are the seventh hon. 
member to use those statements. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I am follvwing a good 
example set by the late Hon. 'l'. J. Ryan-'' to 
repcat over and over and over again, ,and to 
emphasise all the time." \Yhen I wa.l speak
ing on this matter the other night, someone 
challenged me and told me these statemento 
had never been made in Parliament. I am 
going to make them in Parliament now. I 
an1 going- to present n1y own opinion on 
behalf of my electors. These figures show 
an increase in retail prices of food and 
groceries since July-

State. Increas0. 
Tasmania 54.3 per Cl'rli. 

Queensland 54.2 per cont. 
New South \Yalos 47.5 per ccnr. 

The TREASURER: \Yhat July is that? 
:VIr. ::\-IAX\YELL: This is from " Com

monwealth Statistics" to 30th June, 1924. 
The 'l'REASFRER: You soid "since July." 

\Vhat July? 
Mr. MAXWELL : I said these were the 

figures fron1 "Coinn10l1\YCalth Statistics" to 
June. 1924. 

The TREASl'RER : Since vchen? C·)mpared 
with what date? 

Mr. MAX\YELL: The increase in the cost 
;ince 1915. 

The TREASC:RER: Since 1915? 
Mr. 1IAX\VELL: The bon. gc nrleman 

may turn np "Commomvealth s·tatistin ., 
and road the fig-ures for himself. 

The TREAS1'RER: \Yhen the hon. !Y.emb< r 
started he told us t ha r this was thl i ncreas·:; 
since J1.1ly. \Yhat July \Yas it? 

Mr. MAXWELL: I did not say since July. 
T said that they were the figures frora 
" Conunonwealth Statistics" to 30th June, 
1924, showing the increase in the retail prices 
of food and groceries since 1st July, 1914. 

The TREASL'RER: That is what I wante-1 to 
know. 

:Mr. PoLLOCK: You said that it was smce 
the last increase. 

Mr. :MAXWELT.: I did not sa'· thrrl. 
(Laughter.) One can quite understand the 
hon. member for Gregory taking up an atti
tude in the House similar to that which he 
takes up at the hustings. 

Hon. ~f. J. KIRWAX: The hon. member 
tried to make you state fads. 

::Wr. MAXWELL: I always do state facts. 
I haYe nothing to gain by misleading- any
body. I am not g·oing to allow an:, hon. 
member opposite to misrepresent mP. My 
comparison will show 1hat, when un appeal 
is made to the Arbitration Court by those 
who are interested, if thev are successful, it 
results in Ql.!eensland showing the highest 
cost of living in the Commonwealth. (Go
vernment dissent.) \\'hat is the use of talk
ing? Owing to the cost of living being the 

Mr. Maxwell.l 
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btg-l!<>st in Queensl"r,d. the workcrs base their 
appli-·ations for inG·ea::-.es. \Vhen an inrrea:3e 
i~ !LTanted, we continue to be the State jn 
whi<:h the cost of living i., the highest in the 
Commonwealth. and wo must give credit to 
the Labour part:1· for accomplishing that. 

Th _ TREASl.TRER: The hon. n1ernhcr 1~ 
\Yr011g in saying this js the dcar<'st State. 

:\Ir. :1IAX\YELL: I did not cav it. I 
said that. when hon. nH'mber•. on the other 
'idc' ;ro to the Arbitration Court to pi cad 
for their unions. thP~" point out to tho 
]lOWl'J'O that be in the c~rbitration Court that 
thi~ i-; ono of the dearest living States in 
the Commonwe,tlth. and thev conteurl that 
b·OCdU· of that thev arc entitled to hi·.cber 
rctnuncration, and,· when they go to- tht: 
cle:,ctors to state their case in ordc•r to get 
.a ccrninuanc0 of power. the~. t0ll the olcrtor-; 
that the cost of liYing in Queensland i~ 
the ]o\vest of an":· State in the vi·ho!e of the 
Conunonwoalth. · 

Th(·n again they said thP:- do r:ot bolieYC 
in uwh extravat:,unt borrovving-thc.; belie\·cd 
in limited borro\\ in;. \Yhcct do \' c· find ( 
Pnblin borrowing \"as only to be clone fc,t' 
reproductive work. Do they rail Stare cntcr
pri~cs reproductive work·: The an1ou11t rJf 

rnon•~:, that is tied np in State enterprises 
is £3.454,814, and I sa0 unhesitatingly that 
that money wonld have been better in the 
hands of private enterprise to develop the 
whole of the Stat~. .As the hen. member 
for Enogg-era said, why not treat the 
soldier settlers in a better manner than thev 
have been treated in the past? \Ve have 
hoard a lot about Beerburrum. Some hon. 
members say that tlw land is no good, while 
oth~r.. say that the land is good. The 
proof 0f the pudding is in the eating of 
it. and a number of these settlers cannot 
get a living. vYhat did the Secretary for 
Pub]ir: Lands try to do this rnorning when 
the hon. member for l\lurilla was speaking? 
He pointed out that in Roma there were 
only 'ix people who conld grow wheat to 
advalJtage, and wanted to CDnvey the idea 
that the rest of the people did not try. 
Gorl klccJWS thes" settler, have tried, and 
it j, tlF> dntv of the Government-because 
the Federal Govermaent have been backing 
up this Govc·rnment in certain things-t<J 
assi~r these men on the land. I have a very 
vi1·id recollection of what the Sccrotarv for 
Public Lands said when they wore opening 
np the Dawson Valley lands. He said it 
wa> proposed to take a number of these 
unfortunate men v;ho had been put on bad 
lands and place them in the Dawson Valley. 
I a! o hc. ,,e a verv vivid recollection that the 
hen. gentleman ],romiscd that members of 
this Parliament. aftC'r tho House rose last 
::.;es~ion, wonld be given an opportunity of 
going throngh the Dawson Vallev with a 
vic;v to seeing what was done. The invita, 
tion has not been extended to us, so we 
do not know what has been done in regard 
to the Da;~son Valley lands. 

I now want to deal with the question of 
borrowing for reproductive works. The 
public debt under a Labour Government has 
increased by £3,891,994 per annum as against 
an increase of £1,000,000 per annum under 
previous Governments, and tho interest pay
able out of revenue has increased from 
£267.852 por annum to £2,131,397. The 
interest on public debt per head has increased 
from £2 18s. 5d. to £4 10s., and finance is 
still the test of Government. 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

Then again I want to deal with thP no'i, 
tion so far as factoricf-o arc concerned,~ and 
I am sony to say that the position in that 
rcspect is· not as good as I would like it 
to be. \Ye were told some yca'rs ago that 
Fed0ration would accomplish something
great-that our factories would go ahead 
b~, leaps and bounds. The following table 
gives a striking illustration of the resulr; 
of Labour administration:-

I 

1914. 1 1an. In, n,,, 
cre~,.se. : rre<be. 

--------------·--
Factoric,~ 

Victoria 
Queensland .. 

0.630 
1,7~'6 

6,733 
l.SlO 

26,4 77 
],!):}4 

That is not the only thing. \Ve find that 
in eonnec!:ion with our boot factories the 
position is somc,,,hat acute. I would ask 
hon. membl'rs opposite if it is not better 
to Prwoura"o industries like these than to 
be bolsteri~rg up and playing with State 
enterprise~ and \\·ild-cat schen1E·" af: the: 
are doing? The chairman of the ~Quecnslanrl 
( 'hamber of Manufac+,m'"'• J'v1r. W atson. said 
m his address on 13th September, 1923-

,. \Ye cmploved 1,565 employee" in 
1900 in the boot trade, and to-day we 
emplo:<· 1,136. The. rl'ason giH'll b:, thf' 
union sccrcta.rv 1n the ' Industr1al 
Ga7.ottc ' iR thaf tllC' retailers are buying 
from the Sonth." 

The other dav I noticed in some of the 
union reports ·that. owing to the informa· 
tion given _b:· them. to . the '· Indnstnal 
Gazette " bemg used m this way_, they ":er8 
not going to give .any more. 1n~onnat1on. 
I snppose they are perfectly JUStified horn 
their own standpoint because they see the 
position in wh_ich they find themse)ves. Thc•y 
sav that. owmg to the competitiOn horn 
th~ Sonth, the people hero cannot make 
an.v hcadwa:-. 

Then let us lDok at the rPsnlts of Labour 
P. dministra tion in connection with the 
Queensland r>tilways. In 1914 the trains 
carri0d goods an(l lin3 stork to the ext0nt 
of 4,970,873 tons, and in 1922-23, 4,20,8.989 
tons, or a decrease of 761,884 tons. 'I here 

is something wrong there. It 
[2.30 p.m.] certainly_ "!"ust ):>c on account of 

the admJnhtrahon of >1 Govern· 
mcnt like this that that condition of affairs 
has been brought about. We are tDld that 
our pr·ospority is reflected in th<' Show wh1ch 
has just been held, and that our prospenty 
is verv groat. I wish that were true. If 
the Pt:emier and some of his colleagues were 
to visit some of our merchants' offices to-day, 
they \Yould be told what I know to be a 
fact-that a number of commercial travell< ,., 
haYe never opened their books to take orders 
during the last few weeks. Things are not 
as good as they appear to be . <;n the 
surface. The loader of the Oppositwn, m 
dealing with the prosperity which was sup· 
posed to exist in Brisbane, said " Prosperity 
seems to be in existence in Brisbane, but 
that condition of affairs does not obtain 
in the countrv." I say that, until the 
Government wa:ke up and realise that we are 
living in a fool's paradise, so long will this 
condition of thmgs continue. 
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Thl'n I ., ant to emphasise the fact that 
·the GoYernment should give an opportunity 
to our own industries. I stre,scd the point 
on the waut of confidence motion, and I 
again stress it this afternoon. r "say unhesl
tatin,(rl:.· that the action of the Government 
in sending overseas to England for bridge 
material which could have been constructed 
here and kept our foundries going and at 
the ;;:arne tinw circulated n1oncy here is 
nndouuw n,. a disgro.ce to the Government. 
I rcaliH3 the difficulties in which the Go
YP1'lllll('11t nrc~ placed-which aro of their 
own c~·cation-but, ·when ·we find the Gov ..:'l'n

rncnr ~ nd th0ir :-upporters saying that they 
f.tarHl :for thp n1anufacture of Australian 
"rticles in general and Queensland articles 
in particular. I say, "By their works ye 
Bha!l know them." Thcv aro not true to 
theinsdvc., in this connccLtion. Even if the 
Government gave an extra £2,000 to some 
of onr local industries. would it not be 
bett·cr to do that and show that they have 
faill1 in the ahilitv of the Australian worker'' 
I am not saying 'a \\Ord against the British 
working men. who are very good; but they 
are "·orkino· under different co·nditions 
altogether. "They are working for lower 
·wagPs than our local n1en are getting. There 
are instances \Yherc our foundries are prac
t icalh idle: Of course we know verv well 
1 hat ·~mne n1en ha Ye rerciYf'd assi.,tal1cc in 
the shapo of Government contracts, but 
nndoukedlv the first consideration of the 
Govcmmen't at all times should be to do 
their very best in the interests of the State. 

Mr. CoLLI::SS: \Vhat did the hon. member 
for \Y,vnnum do about German dredges? 

~h. :\IAX\\'ELL: I am not deoling with 
Cc·rm: n dredges·-I do not deal in German 
.wff e.t ·tll. And in that cor,nection, I would 
n·fcr tho hon. member to the speech maclu 
1•:: hi.< collc,•gue, the hon. member for 
\Yarn'go. \Yho. wh '11 I was dealinG with the 
question of bridges, said, "Yes. a1td mo:-3t 
of thmn are manufactured in Germany." 
I-f O\Y (1Prs the hon. 1ncro bcr for Bo1ven ljkc 
that statement? I sbnd all the time for the 
British manufactured article, and I sa,v that 
thP Au">tralian wod\:n1an is just as good as 
the next workn1an, and the Government 
shonld have shown their sincerity and gin'n 
a guarantcG that thcv have faith in the> 
v:m7kmen nf Quoonslimd to build th, ·<;c 

bridgC>s. 
Mr. CoLLIKS: Is ihis a criticism of the 

FedPrnl GoYernmcnt 1 

l\lr. MAXWELL: This is a criticism of the 
State Covernn1-t'nt) and the hon. n1mnber 
knmn the bridges to which I am referring 
-oH•, the Johnstone, Kolan, and Yandaran 
Hive1 Mr. Gunn, when loader of the 
Laboc;r Opposition in South Australia, criti
cised tnd cha-;ti:,, d Sir I-lpnrv Barv, ell's 
Governn~,,nt for going overseas-- to import 
railway engines. and practically put thorn 
out of office for doing so. Compare his action 
with the action of a Labour Government in 
Queensland sending overseas for bridge•· ! 
There is only one construction to put upon 
ir. I do not want to impute nwti ,-es to hon. 
ntc'mbcrs on the other side, but it seems to 
me that, v hen they could not get certain 
conce,~ion8 fron1 men in ..:-\n1erica, the~,- natur
ally he"d to send their orders to England, to 
the detriment c.f the workmen of Queensland, 
and that, too, notwithstanding the argu
ments of a deputation which waited on the 
Premier and pointed out to him the bad 
died. the action of his Government would 
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lun c-not because of the non-circulation of 
that n1onev but because of the b:td exan1plP 
that La boin would set te its own people. I 
enclorse the criticism of thr> leader of tlw 
Opposition. and I hope that beforo very lone:· 
the Govcrnmcut will rcalioe that thev are 
living in a fool's paradi•e and accept the 
statemellt made bv the Premier and set the 
cxamplo h'· abolishing a number of the State 
enterprises. I belim·e that they were estab· 
lished merely to carry out the policy anrl 
objecti1·o of the Labour pai·ty for the social
i,ation of industrv. l realise too that. 
dthouglt some hon'. members on the other 
side may r:ot think it, others believe that. it 
they can only manctge to control the financia i 
institutions of this community, all will h 
nght. They say to thl"msclYC'S, " So soon a:3 
we can get control in the Federal Parlia
ment and get nur hands on the financial 
if!stitutions all will be well." But tho Pt·e
mier will find that. instead of leading his 
,,upporters to tl10 Promised Land, he will 
take them into a wilclernhs, where indeed 
he has alrec;cly guided them. He led them 
practically up to the g·accs of the Promise! 
Land. o nd then he told them, " ::'\either l 
nor anv of the members of mv Cabinet are 
game to open the gates. If }·ou are game 
to do so, go in and see what is there.'' 

\Ye ha,-c got to such a dead end in Queens
land thd there i' financial stringency, and 
the GoYerntncnr ctnployees cannot be given 
·u1 iucrea:-:.·ed ba:-;ic 1.vag;o or the benefits of a 
44-hour v\·cek. The GoYdrnlnent cannot grant 
tho"~C concc~sioP..s 11otwithstar.ding that, \vhilst 
the Arbitration Court compels the privatf' 
'''nployet' to comply with the law and work 
undc1· a 44-hour \Veek the Govornrnent are 
nut ~-mnpelled to do 'so. The .Arbitratiou 
Court is there to hear and determine what 
the ratH shall be and what the conditions 
,hall be-. but a11 opportunity should be given 
to Gonernment employees to go to the Arbi
tration Court. If we have urived at a posi
tion of financial st:-in2·cncy, as the Treasurer 
state.<, then undoubtedly the Labour party 
who are in poVler tD-day and have been sinee 
1915 are absolutely responsible for th•e 
position. 

:\Ir. CORSER (Rurnctt): \Ye haYe had " 
Labour Government in power since 1915, and 
durin~· that time they have introduced certai" 
legiolation which has b0en claimed to be in 
the intProst of the man who is down, in the 
intere;ts of the man who wants work, and 
in the interests of the workel's throughout 
the StC~te. so that there will be no unemploy
ment. Legislation has been put on the 
statute-book which is claimed to do a way 
with the position of a man unsuccessfully 
looking for work. Loans haYe been floated 
to enable the State to find work for the 
unemployed. Certain conditions have been 
laid down bv the Arbitration Court extend
ing man,v facilities to the workers to enable 
thcn1 to work shortnr hours and to enable 
further work to be carried out. 

::\Iy object in rising is to advocate certain 
thing·s for my electorate, but before doing so, 
although I am a country member and one 
clubbed b~,- hon. members opposite as .a Tor,v 
-which term communists attempt to applv 
to anvone with a fair and honest mind-I 
want 'to sav one word in the interests of 
those who , are out of employment. \Ve 
know that there is a certain section in Bris
Lane to-dav who are claiming work and 
assistance from the Government, and their 
claim is being ignored. Although we hav·e 

Mr. Corset·,) 
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:,card so much about what has been <lone 
during the time Labour has been in power, 
we know that there is a greater amount of 
unemployment to-day than there was in the 
past. These unfortunate individuals, in 
attempting to ventilate their grievance and 
to giYe some publicity to the actions of the 
Government, have di,tributed little leaflets; 
"nd it i, only victimisation on the part of 
any Administration to call upon the Police 
Force 10 take the names of those who are 
distributing these leaflets. \Vhether the act 
of distributing· thos-e leaftfCts be good or bad, 
I sav that in the interests of the community 
\Ye should at least give the bottom man a 
fair go, and there should b· no such victimi
s~rion. \\That Injght this victin1i"ation mean? 
\Ye hear lately that 0110 indiYidual \Yho. when 
wishing to voice the claims of the nnomplo:'·od 
of Brisbane, was told that, if h was allowotl 
to speak and address the unemplo.n•d and the 
c·itizt•ns of Queemland in a public highway, 
r· ,·en though permission had been granted for 
1 he meeting, relief would he denied to his 
comr.1de'. I think it must be agreed that 
that is a case of Yicti1nisation bv a Labour 
Administration. l sincerclv hope that no 
mch vicimi"ation will bo brought about a--, 
ro deny the right of free speech-whether 
for us or again~t us-and that the unfortu
nate man who is out of work will be giYen 
an opportunit.v of addressing his fellow men 
in the open street. That is the l0ast \YC ('all 
giv-e him. \Yhether his case bo right or 
\Hong. it is unfair f01· the Administration 
to dC'ny him any rights and priYileges which 
hP rnlgbt havP of addre"r,;ing a 1r.eeting. 

A GoVERN;IIEXT :Y1E}JBER: Is the leaflet 
authorised? 

:\fr. CORSER: Yes, by "J. W. Thon)as, 
on behalf of the Unemployment Committee.'' 

::\Ir. \Y. CooPER: \Yho printed it? 

:\Ir. CORSER: Jackson and O'Sullivan, 
printers, Brisbant. 

:\Ir. RvAx: And they are unemployed! 

:\Ir. CORSER: Does the hon. gentleman 
insirmate that it \\'as paid for by anyone 
else? It is certain that the Gm·ernment 
1UP1,1bers did not pay for it. 

::\Ir. RYAX: :'\a-the Opposition. 

:\Ir. CORRER : One ser'tion of the Gm·ern
ment party might have paid for it, for thero 
is one section that do('s not let the other 
kno\\· what it is doing at the prcsent time; 
hut I do not think they would offer that help. 
'Ye. heard "Hear, hears!" fro1n the eras~ 
bf'nchcs of the Government partv nnd not 
from the front GoYornment bench when the 
rc ... ult of the Buranda election -l ... ~as announced 
thit' n1orning. The hon. l11L'n1ber for Buranda 
is one of those who Yotod at the Emu Park 
ConYcmtion for a Jiving· 1.17 agc. Ho is one of 
the men of whom tlw Unemployment Com
mittee boasted. He is Eot one who voted 
for what the:' claim to be a stan·ation wage, 
but who voted for "·hat the> claim is a 
living wage Df £4 5s. per· week. The 
'• Colli1es Government" will thus have another 
adherent. and it is no doubt a bit of a sPr
lmck to the front Government bench. This 
l'l('c1 ion has proved at anv rate--

Hon. :\I. J. Kmw.G: \\'hero the Opposi
tion are. 

:\fr. CORSER: That the hon. member for 
Ilurandrt voted for a proposal at the Emn 
Park Convention which the Uon'rmnent 
claim to be an impossible one. 

[Mr. Corset'. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: Wh,1 did :-1ur party 
oppose the Jiving wage-~ 

Mr CORSER: Whv does the hon. g-entle
man ~it behind the P;·emier and his Cabinet 
if he thinks it is possible to give a living 
wage? 

Mr. KERP.: Became he has got a good job. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member for 
Buranda and the ... -\s;.;istant l\:Iinistcr· do not 
agree. 

Hon. M. J. KmwAN: I was supporting him, 
and that is why he got in. 

1\Ir. CORSER: Lot the hon. gPntleman 
support what is claimed to be a livirw wage 
and he will find a solution of tl1c trouble 
.. ,·ithin his party without aski'1g me. The 
hon. gentleman once told us that he could 
save £250,0·00 in the Railway Ikpartmc•nt. 
H" is now getting nearer the position \Yhich 
\Yill give him that opportunit;v. 

Hon. :\1. J. KIRWAK: One thing is c rtain, 
and that is that I car.not politicaliy sayc you. 

Mr. CORSER: ::\"o. because the hon. J.rcntle
man cannot sa,·e himself. I am particularly 
interested in the :,,chcn1C of the Government 
to open up the L:'ppcr .Bmnett. ~ think it 
was in 1917 that I moved a rcsolutwa J!l thl' 
House condemning the wlclicr settlement 
srhcme of the l~ovcrnment at Br-crburrnnL 

The SECP.ETAllY FOR AGRICt:L1TRE: That is 
pretty hand0 lo :,ou. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gcntlc,:;·•n got 
someone to do a thinv.· in an uHdcrhand ·way, 
but I do it in me· own way. He go: some~ 
one to \nite a letter for him \Yhen lw WdS 

frightened to do it himself. 
The SECP.ETAHY FOR AGRICl-LTURC: : He is 

not frightened of you. 
The SPE.AKER: Order ! Order : 

ilh. CORSER: The l<on. g<>Uicnran's 
nct1ons jndi<'ate that he is. The Cl'ltici"nl that 
I lHl'<SCd upon the Govcrnn1cnt at thc-:.t tinH~ 
h!H prov(•d to be true. I said thllt the peopl0 
who were going to suffer would be the 
soldiers taking up the land. That statemelll 
has been proved to be correct. Thee·. an 
thco sulfcrcrs. The suffering throughout the 
soldier scttlomc'nts is a direct re.mlt of the 
refusal of the Mini~tcr and the Govern1ncnt 
to take notice of practical experience wher; 
it -,-as put forward. EYen to-day we fi11a 
that a boast is made that the Queensla!Hl Go
Ycrnn1ent hnsc tlone more for thL soldiers 
than anv other Uo\'ernment in Aw;tra!in. 
The,· have spent certain sums of money in 
roads a.nd ongincerjng, but they haYP not 
done anythjng fo1· the soldiru~. in eo lpan
son with \vhat has been done m the other 
States--

Hon. l\I. .J. KIRWAX: :\'onsense: 
'Mr. CORSER: You cannot fi·,cl am·thi,·g 

to equal the failures in soldier settlemc""t" 
that have occurred in the State of Queens
land. It is unfortunatE that tlw sc,ldicr' 
haYe h"d to suffer through the actions of 
this inexperienced Government. 

Hon. l\f. J. Km wAX : You arc a JNemialr. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

1\Ir. CORSER: Whether I am or not. \Yhat 
I predicted regarding the intcndPd wldit-r 
settlements has corn<' about. I predict• d that 
they would be a loss both to the soldier settlers 
and to the State. The Government han' 
boomed the supposed assistance that they ha Ye 
giyen. They have advertised througlu:Jt the 
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Stare and paid for the• Ldvertisem ·nts: but 
\H' know that in reality the nnfortnnatc 
coldiers ha\ e not received the a"'istance at 
alL I sincer ly hope that the Gon•rnmcm 
scheme of settlement in the Upper Burnett 1s 
go1ng to be a succP'?s. 

A Gon:mnrE .'r ::\1L·',BER: \Yho is making it 
H :"UCCP<:.:"'? 

::;r,.. COHSER: I hope the scheme mav 
l-0 broadcnf'd to the advantage of th·_, 
i:~tpncliug; settler. "Cp to the present tinH' 
t!wre have becu allottPrl 650 of the 1.400 
blocks that \V('l'·2 opent)d sorn:-, month::. ago. 
T're•.·ions to the allotment of thosc' blocks 
the Trea mrer nlC•dc a statement in 1913 
:n Yirtnria that in cat€'ring for the settler 
::1 tllh t area schools \vould be proYid cl right 
'·''"'"· end the Government would trrkc the 
!lC,-.('~~ar:· steps to establish butter factories 
<lll a conuncrcial basis in the arcct. ::\Ionths 
aft r sonw of the settler-> had arriwd I took 
the lotc Secretary for Public Instruction. :\Ir. 
Huxham, through the ar·ea of the "Cpp'.l' 
Burnett. I did this in th~ interest·'· of the 
~ ttlers npd in the hope of securing assistance 
1 n rt'gan1 to schools. In ::;otne portions of that 
crea t hero arc no Jc. s than fortv children 
\\' iting for school accon1modation·: In face 
uf the GovcrnrnC'nt'-;;; f'laitn that provision had 
L.:'~ n m.adc in thjs tnatt('r, it is u11fortunate 
~ h 1 t t ho'>P .chools ha Y0 not l-wen proYidrd. 
~~ _far h:>.hind ar0 thP GoV(1 rllYI1ent in pro
\.H_bng th1s ::~chool c:cccnnmodation that '"e 
find that the Sccrotarv for Publi Instruction 
i:1 .'n unswlr to ~:nr~,, representations n1ad~ 
to hiru rccC'nti:v, clair:1od that the carr~.,in-r 
ot~t of ccrtnln w0rkF which had been pron~ised 
w1tl;rcgard to >"hools depended upon whether 
nuhnc funds wero a,-mlablc or noL YPt we 
ha Ye had this scheme before us for three vear~ 
Applic1tion h~1S been made to the D~par~: 
.,._eut of Pnbhc Lands for a school res rYe. 
\\hen opening thP ~cH1r>mcnt surc1v the 
De •artmcnt of Public Lands could· ha Ye 
><Oi':cd in conjunction with the Department, 
nf Public Instruction and prnYicled school 
~'c .... c n•s bc'fore the :-;c·i tlcrs arriYt'Cl at all. 
C(.·hool accom!llo~atioi_J. i~ 1~0\V being held up 
,~ eau.~-, apphc atFHl 1s bcJng n1aJe bv the 
Dq; .. utn'cnt of Puh] ic Instruction tO the 
Dt·partr::;cnt of PHblic Lanrl."C asking ihat 
rr...:.PrYattons be set n~id(' in one localih· at a 
rirna in the interests of ihe schooh. ' 

The St•.ull:T,mY FOR PrnLIC I;:.;,,TRlTTIO:<:: 
\Ye had to borrow the mono~· from America 
tr· proYirlf' those facilities. 

::\Ir. CORSER: The Treasurer does not 
dann that. He chims that the GoYernnFnt 
1u,uJ the }1l0!1C~V to brinf! about the orwning 
,,[ the l_.ppcr Dunwtt scheme, yet we find 
r hat tLe Govrrnn1ent Llad~. no· n~roYision fur 
t!w sf'!ting aside of Crm; n land~. I t:ll the 
;:)ecrcrar:v for ,Pubhc Instruction that no 
tnor..n~ rcqvjrecl fro1n An1crira Ol' anY
~~here .to provide Crown lands fot' .•.chook 
1 1• ·re 1s plenty of Crown land available. and 
'nly ~ acres of that land need be set aside 
for tlns purpose. 

The SECRETARY FOH Prm.Ic IxsTRrcnox: 
II a n• you been refused .· -

, ~.Ir. _CORSER: I am appealing for greater· 
Jla:o:;.tc 111 the nHtlter. ~ 

The SECHETARY FOH PrBI.IC LANDS : Do YOU 

-"'Y that no land is available for schools-? 

::\Ir, CORSER: Ko. I have not said that 
It 1·•· held up, and I have here a letter which 
:::ays-

" An application has been made to 

the Lands Department for a school 
reserve on the area described above, and 
the department has been requested to 
furnish ad,-ice as to whether a site 
will be granted." 

That is a letter from the Department of Pub
lic Instruction on lst August asking the 
Department of Public Lands if a site for a 
school \Yill be granted, and this is the great 
1:pp0r Burnett scheme that for years the 
GoYornment have sa.id is read•.·! I am 
not 1nakin::r an:v poliiical appe.;d. arn 
making an appcd in the interests of 
th~ families there to-day, and some of 
whom haYc been therr' for six months, In 
some of these groups there are forty children 
who haYe been there for months ready to 
go to schoo 1 and there is no school. \Yhcn 
1 personallv took the Minister to the site, 
he approYcd of schoDis, and after a Jot of 
formalitic;c we arc told that a school is 
apprm·cd but the curying out of the v.ork 
\Yill df·nend on public funds being available, 
How did the moncv come from America if 
the funds are not · rwailablc yet? On top 
of that, further delay is caused \Yhen the 
Dep:utmcnt ol Public Lan<1s is being asked 
if a site for a school building is ayailable? 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC' LINOS: You 
know :;ou arc talking pure bunkum about 
tL" site. 

::\Ir. CORSEH : Tho hon. g·cntlcmau does 
not understand the extreme difficulty and 
priYat1on expcri('ncecl by tbc outf'ide people 
th;-ough having the department administered 
•,o far away. I a1n putting in an appeal to 
the <lcpartmcnt to shake up the department 
that has to do with the providing of schools, 
and I want to instil into tho Gnvernmont 
the nece.'>ity of not waitinfl' ono day longer 
than •. 4 essential in providing schools for 
the new settlers \\;ho have been put on 
the se Df'\V a re as under a scheme that is 
supposed to ha Ye been ready for fiyc yoars" 

The SJOCTIF.TARY FOR PrBLIC LANDq: You 
klloW Yerv \Vel1 there are no churches in 
that area 3-rct. 

::11r. CORSER: I clid not know that the 
hon. gentleman .,·as going to establish them, 
(Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR Prnuc LANDS: You 
hayc been to me for sites for them. 

::\Ir. CORSER: I have been to the hon. 
gentleman, and asked him to make available 
the town sites that have been Purveyed for a 
long time rig·ht through the Callide and the 
rppcr Burnett and other portions. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PuBLIC LA::-iDS : They 
arc not built yet. 

J\lr. CORSER: You cannot build a church 
or a school until you get. the land for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : There 
is plenty of land, 

Mr. CORSER: I do not want to enter 
into a controversv with the Minister. 
only ''"ant to impress upon him the necessity 
for providing at the earliest possible moment 
r·duratiDnal facilities for the youngsters in 
t ho~e netv sC>ttlcinent:;-. In ono instance, we 
know that the Department of Public Instruc· 
tion asked the settlers to build a temporarv 
building and they would send up the furni
ture and teachers; but the settlers have not 
buildings sufficient to accomodate their own 
families in the comfort that the ordinary 
worker in town would require, so you cannot 
expect them to provide school buildings. 
I hope that the ~1inister will give these 

Mr. Corser.] 
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requests for schools in these new areas his 
earlv attention. Schools are 

[3 p.m.] being asked for at Jambin, Bell's 
Creek, Prairie V ale, and Lake 

Pleasant in the Callidc and at Mulgildee. 
Three .Moon, near Dumbaco, Waratah, and 
Cerutodus, in the Upper Burnett Valley. 
The Minister has tacked on to my electorate, 
important as it has always been, this new 
province of the Upper Burnctt and Dawson 
Vallev. I will ask the House to assist me 
\n my representations for new settlers in 
ucw conditions, and I will ask Ministers to 
help me in the Gov"rnment -departments. I 
want to see established thing·s ,-hich are 
essentictl to the succe<·s of the elcctm·ate. 

One of the earliest things which these ne;-. 
sottlt'l's in our :~crub areas want is wire netting 
to keep from their crops the vermin which 
have !Jepn there <•vcr since the blacks left 
that tPrritory; but, when they make applica
tion to the Lands Department for netting-, 
they find that the department has not got 
an)'. The Commonwealth Government a1 
advanclng a certain quantity of netting, but 
thom:.h I have put in applications, they have 
be0 n refused. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIO INSTRUCTION : 
B.v the Commonwealth Gov<'rnmcnt. 

Mr. CORSER: Let the hon. gentleman 
listen to what I have to say; he can make his 
remarks aften' ards ; I am re,ponsible for 
what I say. It is the Lrmds D partmcnt, and 
not the C0mmorn1·ealth Government, which 
has written this letter-I am not giving the 
name of the settler-

" vVith reference' to your representations 
on lwhalf of a settler on the Ranncs.:Honto 
line, relative to his application for wi1·' 
netting under the Commonwealth 
Advances to Settlers Act, I am directed 
to inform you that the Minister for Lands 
cannot at the present stage see his way 
to approve of this application." 

What is the reason for that? It is because 
he ha' not got a title. Under anv other Act 
a title would be given to a settler from 
the date of the license to occupy. 1'\o lease 
is Issued under the Burnett scheme until a 
settler has done six months' apprenticeship 
on that land. During those six months lw 
must. spend his own money. He mav haYe 
felled the scrub and ha1·e 40 or 50 acre~ aYail
ablc for planting, and he makes his applica
tiOn-as the settler I have referred to did
for wire netting to protect hillJ;elf from the 
ra Yages of wallabies and other vermin, and 
he is turn d down becaus<' he h,,, not u·ot a 
title-because he cannot sign a n1~.rtgag-C: . \.~ 
the land belongs to tho Crown, whv does th•' 
Cro"\vn not protect itself. a.s it could do. and 
allow the assistance grar1t <l hy the Common
wealth to be made antibble to thes'' scttl,,r,,: 
Further than that, thEl Lands Departn ;nt 
should provide netting fot' these s~ttlers, 
JS was alwa.ys the case in the past. 
'Under the scheme the netting . hould h:n-c 
been provided, and there is no reason >dw 
I'I'O should be depending only on (\1mmoJ1. 

vrenlth netting when \ve an• going in fo1· the~e 
huge settlement schemes. 

The Minister also has provision in his 
Act for the establishment of butter factorie> 
in the Upper Burnett and Callid" district,, 
but up to the present there has been no m:ul"c• 
by the department in the direction of 
establishing them, and I want to remind the 
hon. gentleman of the necessitv for doing 
so at the earliest possible monient so that 
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theY will be r0adv IYhen the stork is avail
able and the crean~ is there. It is anticipated 
that in this conung spring a greater 
nnmbt'r of tht settlers will be in a position 
to ~upply Cl'f"'UYJ to factories .. and 1 ."'otdd 
n~k the }Ilnistcr to collect InfonnatioJ~ at 
OIJCC'. sr>lcct sitos al~''l draw up plans. ~o tha~ 
e\·crythin2,· will be in rcndine~s to ;;trtl't. 

\Ye tind. too, that th progrc3s ~;·ith r.Jil
'· ny cc-n.-:trucbcn j::; en. using ~omc alJXiL't_,· 

t the~ settler~. Fr01n Ranne~ the rvil
\Y..t•; Lecu tUlBtructed through to Pntiri•_>, 
hut son1c of 1 be :-ottlcr~ ha YL' been sf'l~t t·-~ 
the foot of tho Dw .. Oi" Range in the south, 
nnd thcv are t1nxi-nB thflt thev shuuld L :Yt' 
railway "eonnnunication as soorl a'3 po:-,:-'ib:e. 

Th3 SECRETARY FOR PcHX' Ix'TRCCTIOc-: : 
Do ;'OH thiuk that tht) l3urnett schCinC ;s b) 

L:'Oo~l at alL aud that \P.: E-hould clc:-<C c":o· ·:.1 
~n it? 

=vir. COHSER: I d0 net ag-rc:=.- ,,·ith tht~ 
ho11. gcnt1Pl1ian on tbat. \Ye al.3,-J haYe the 
rai]wav comrnrnced fro1n l\lonL) to Hauuc::;, 
Lm th'c: settlei. think that more push conld 
ill' Jl'.lt into the ,,-ork, and they feel that 
u:ore cinccritv could be shown of the l\lm
is1 er' o de-=; ire" to serve them \vith rail wa.; ~ 
thar. is the ca'e at present. I say that it is 
a fair thing to push on with these railway., 
and giv._ .. the settlers 1vhat it as understood 
the· should have wht'll the scheme \\·as 
stat:ted. 

r:rhe next nece:3sih in these areas is for 
the creation of n101~e ju::tices of the peace. 
\Ye know that, when adYances arc made to 
t hc<;c settlers by the Governn1cnt, eYery onE.' 
0f the selectors 1nust ha ye hi~ n1ortga;;(~ 
signed nnd his signature ·witne';~eL;. b~ a 
jcbticc of the pe"cc. 

Tlw SECRETARY 'OR PUBLIC LAXDS: \Yhy do 
you not submit nii.nlcs? 

l\Ir. CORSER: I put in a list of about 
tw·dltv, and the Go,·crnrnent gave rne. about 
thrcc,c but none of them were in the Upper 
Dunwtt. l made an appeal by way of letter 
that they 11·en' required in tlw Upper Bur
nett and Ca llide districts. which extend over 
a distance of 140 miles, and I submitted 
the nar .. es of settlers which had been gi,·en 
to me bv the Yariou, ne\v organisations. but 
root one "of the ,ettlcrs in the Upper Burnett 
''as placed on the li t and only one of the 
CeJlide selectors, although a week before 
the selection of these names I re,oeived intima. 
tion from the Chief Secwtary's Departme'lt 
that four names of men at J\fundubbera had 
Leen suggested by the local labour organisa
tion. 

The SECHET.IRY FOR PcBLIC IxsTRcCTJO~ 
interjected. 

J\Ir. CORSER: Stop braying and I will 
get on. T>Yo ont of the four names sub
mitted bv a Labour pohtrcal orgamsatwn at 
Illundubbera, were placed on the li,t. bm_ not 
one in the 'l"pper Burnett. I ask the l\hmster 
tu give this convenience to these settlers. 
E·1ch of them >Yill ha' e to sign his mortgage 
to the State--a mortgage of th,· State's land 
of which h•' has a pPrpetual lease-and why 
ask him to go 50 or 60 miles ,,-hen a 
distribution of justices throughout these 
areas would be of such great conveni
f·nce and the absence of ono or bvo rnore in 
the older towns would not be felt; The 
Secretan· for Public Instruction is annoyed 
when ot{e is endeavouring in this Chamber 
to emphasise the needs of people who are 
a wa v out in our backblock;; and far from 
rail\\·ay communication, but I am not here 
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·to pl•c:t-e the ;'IIinister but to e:qwe" my 
owr: (}}Jinion and lht> opinion:::-~ of ihe settler;;; 
·.ylm haq; been placed there by lhe State. and 
to ndn>cato those thing·s which will help to 
n.:tkc rnuntry Jifc easy and the conditions of 
s(•t tll'nH•ni n-1orc fa Yourable. 

Tln SECRETARY roR PuBLIC Ixsrm:cnox: 
Tlw hon. gentl.eman is against the scheme. 

:Yir. CORSER I have alwe.ys supported 
I h• .'r·homo for the opening of the Upper 
B!1rnett district, bnt there are principles in 
the sc·heme which I do not stand for in the 
iuterr <ts of the settlers. I think the scheme 
.hould lu1Yt" been n1ade easier and should 
h:we been <·lnsiderablv broadened. I think 
that the Country party's policy of giving 
[!'reatc•r facilities to the settlers and to make 
their conditions easier from the start would 
han~ been better. I have not entered into 
thct controvc:v. but I must for the present 
ac~~cpr the schl'nl€~ a.;:; it is, and I an1 givino· 

·to intelliq:-cnt 11inister~ some su!Tgt~stion~ that 
might help to incr<>a'e the co;y;forts of the 
l'p]Wr Bm·nett and Callid0 Ya!lev c.,ttler,, 
There aro a numl::.er of \YOnu~n in~ that arc1" 
\Yho are not accustomed to country life. 
Son1e of them have approached me w'ith rt!

gnrc1 ro t.ho pos~lbility of seC;uring bush nur~
mg assistance. Through the kindness of the 
'·'iTctary of the Queensland Bush Nursing 
As'o~JatiOn, Nurse :\Iacdonald, I was able 
to sunply them with considerable informa
l ion as to the cstablishm:nt of bush nursing 
r·Pntres from 40 to 60 mt!er, and more from 
1 ~le 1·nil. head. ,\11 this depended upon finan
cial a:--·,J::tanco frorn ·~mnebodv and it is to 
J,,. h< ]Wd that whiJ .. t the s·ettlemont scheme 
does not prO\·ide for h1sh nursin"' centres. a 
wbsiJ~, in this direction will be ~rovided bv 
the Government when applications are made. 
\Ye ha:r· in our cities baby clinics, hospitals, 
nuttcrrnty hom·cs, and assistance bv alnbu
lancc,, bat nothing is r•rO\-ided in the Bur
net.t scheme for rendering the same kind of 
a8o,;:,Istanre 1n that area. -

Hon. ::\1. J. KIRWAX:. Money was provided 
last Y''ar for bush nurs1ng. 

"\Ir. CORSER: Again I say that there was 
no mono:· provided under the Uppe11 Burnett
C11lidc Valley ccttlenH .. nt scheme for bush 
nursing rcntreR or any such facilities. 

ThP SECHETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRucnox: 
There will be. 

Mr. CORSER: L0t qs have them now. 
The lhtrHett Ambulance Brigade is certainly 
dom~ lls best to bring comfort to those 
pcopd?. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIO INSTRL'CTION : 
The Gm-ernment propose a scheme in the 
hon. gentleman's electorate, and he wishes to 
take a 11 I he credit for it. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman has 
just said I wu.s again:1t the sehon1c. I an1 
trying to obtain benefits for those who have 
settled there, and I want io do mv best for 
tlwm without creating any hostility. Those 
scltlcrs ha vo to look to the Government for 
fir,ancial assistance to enable thf'm to proceed 
wilh improvements on their land. Last year 
a Bill ., as rushed throug·h to make it possible 
to acl' c~nco to each settler a sum of £1 700 
iustead .,f £1.200, as \Yas the case under 'the 
old law. Although it was Tushed through, 
and althou[[h it '"'" claimed by the Opposi
tion on that occasion that it would be far 
better tu advance the full £1 200 than to 
prm·idc a sum which the settl~rs wore not 
I ikely to get, that Agricultural Bank Act has 

not yet become la\\'. The prcsPnt Act is a 
good one, lnJt 1.;;~ \\"UH it 111ore leniently 
administPred. Th~ ·rr-gulations under the Act 
do not give th0 greatei't beneficial results to 
the settler. Another thing which tempted the 
settlers to go on thP l' ppcr Burnett land w.1s 
tlw provision enabling a landholder to apph
for an advance of £200 withou~. any securit_v 
nnder thP Co-oneration ~4.clvance~ Art, 
provided that he clid not own more than a 
minimum number of >tock. TIP regulations 
undPr the .Act prm-ich' that e<•curity must he 
found. The T_~pper Blll·nett settlers who have 
made application under the Act have for the 
most part been refused any as . .;istance at 
all on stock Some of the settlers have 
been askPd to secure from private people 
the loan of some uttle or to purchasR cattle 
on t·..,J'lUS. Several of the1n have done ~o, and 
i·h0y 110\\' \Yant an advance to pay for these 
( nttl0. I am Dnly bri!':!Q.·ing this matter before 
the l\Iinister in onkr that lw may put out of 
operation rhe regulations ,vhich are prevent~ 
ing this Act of Parliament from being admin
istered as leniN1tlv as Parliament decided it 
,·houlcl be. Sccu-rit\ has been demanded. 
Tlw land that the sc·ttlers under the Upper 
Burnctt scheme selected was said to be first 
quality land. and the• areas were said to be 
li ,-ing areas. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Is it not ftrst quality lar::.d ·: 

:Yir, COR;OER: Som· of the land is the be>.st 
in tlle Statf'. I wa.;;; statin~:!; that the land wa3 
f'LinJPd ln: the Gon~rnm'c:nt to br: of first 
ql'ality n1;d tlH <trea::: to be living- area:-<: 
-,-pt theY al'(' net nrtking thL' ad,-ance~ to th0 
~r-ttlC'i':' 111 tho..;;e arf'as that the Act intended 
sho•tld l1e made. \Ye know that in the past 
application~ for ;:uh·ances ha;;e be>en turned 
dO\nl lwcau--e the land was not worth it. or 
hL-c:au~t: the a1·ea wa3 110t a living one, or 
br_-.cau"e no \Yater s.upply \vas a\·ailable ?11 tht~ 
lrnnl. or bC'catbr' tht' sett lcr \V.ts not suitable. 
Tho.se rea '·on:-< :'hould not L•xi:-;t in the L'ppcr 
Bnrnett sclwmc. because the Government have 
administPr-ccl the >Yholc of iL \Vhv then are 
not the Acts on the statute-book being made 
ayailable to the scttleri3? ~.\ssistanre in the 
"'"·liest portion of thP life of a seHler is the 
,-~~rv lwst a:c-.:istancc thR 1 can be g-iven. It is 
far· better to '"''ist a sNtler to-dav than to 
keep him ''"tiring for five v:·ars. E~rly assist
H!lf'f' will c11ablc a s0tti(~r to convert his 
t~clcction fron1 an unpr-oductive to a productive 
O!lP. to purchas? in1plcn1cnts and horse po,vcr 
to convey produce to the factory and thus 
kren the flour bag full. to in1provc his farm. 
and to make life more comfortable. We 
shcu!d not be too hard on the sPttler b:.- not 
nro,-idinp: ~uffici0nt n1one~· to enable him to 
build a homo. \v~c know that the \Yorkers' 
I-fom<'s Act contains lPniPnt proYisions which 
arc comnwndahl ', but in the administration 
of the AdYances to Settlers Act the same 
leniencv is not 'ho"·n to enable the settler to 
enjoy the eomfort of a home. There are many 
cases of \vorkf'Ti' r, reiYing advances of £500 
with wbich to bniJ.d a home. I have letters 
from settlers in the l'ppcr Burnctt who have 
> pplicrl. fot· an adva1we of £50 to improv-e 
their holdings and been offered £32. vVh:-· 
should \Vf' not nroYide a sche1ne to 0nable 
them to have a comfortable home so that 
the children should f'row up in the comfort 
that hom<'s should havo? I appeal to the 
Government ,,-ith all hope to liberalise th "'' 
regulations so that the settlers will have the 
assistance that Parlian1ent clain1cd \Vas essen
tial for their good. I sincerely hope that 

Mr. Corser.] 
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the remarks I have made \vith regard to the 
l'ppcr Burnctt are going t0 be taken in the 
,pirit in which the\ have been made, and 
that these people and those who come after 
dL'rn in this huge l 7

ppcr Burnctt :;:chcn1e are 
goiug to gPt full benefit by it. \Ye know 
that the Minist~r has claimed that 1.400 blocks 
arc open and another 1,400 blocks arc promioed 
to be opened about the end of this yc·.u: so 
th~~ scheme is a'''H1n1lng :-.o1no proportion•'· 
\Vltil't the settlers ar- bein~ >-clcded Lt us 
~c·e that we as:-.i~t thern To I:e1naiu there and 
JnakP thP ~",che1ne a good nne for the State 
and the p ·op]e ,,·ho ha Ye gouc there. 

:\Ir. VOWLES (Dalb,:;): I have a few 
grievances which I would like to ventilate 
on this occa.:1on. ~Iy chief grieYance is 
the improvidence of the Government in the 
past. I sincerely trnst that, whEn rnoney 
b(~CQ1TI0S lllOl'C plf ntiful, it \'I ill be spent ll10r8 
cardnl!y by the Govcmment than has been 
the ca'o in the past. I have only t<J look 
round each week whc;l coming down to this 
IIouse to see son1o very glaring instances 
of the improYidence of the GoYernment star
iug me in tbc face. The first <Jne to be 
~een is in 'Ioo,Yooinba, and is known as 
"Brcnnan's Folly." (Laughter.) Tho other 
day we rcccin'd ia£ormatiun that , .. omcthing 
like £74.000 has been spent in making '' 
loop for one portion of the railway Jine 
adjacent to Too\YOOn1ba, :::on1ev·:here .around 
\\'here the Secrdary for Public Imtrnction 
has his electorate. Ro far a~ I can see. the 
Yvhoic of the earth w-orks are going to piece,. 
\Ye haYe \Yhat in tho future might turn 
out to be a yr~rv 11icc tennis f'onrt or rricket 
pitch. The bUildings may be ereC'ted in 
the swe('t b:.·-and-bye. At the same time 
,. o find that the old engine sheds arc being 
patched up time after tinw, notwithstanding 
the expenditure of this £74,000. This work 
has taken about fouy vcars ~o far as it has 
progressed. The only' time that ''OU ever 
seo a stir there is j u~t before an election. 

The SECRETA,RY FOR Prnuc Ixsrnrcrw;;: 
\\'hat about tho Drayton deviation? It took 
;:,CYe-ntcen years. 

::\:Ir. VO\YLES: It was completed. I say 
that the £74,000 of capital \vhich is lyinc; 
idle on what is known as " Bronna.n's Follv" 
is a disgrace to any Government. It w'ill 
take another £74,000 to put the buildings 
th('l'C--

The SECRETAHY FOR Prnuc I;;srRcCTIOX : 
It v- ill take more-about £250,000. 

l>lr. VO\VLES: If the hon. gentleman says 
that, I venture to say that it will cost about 
£500,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC l;;STRl'CTIOX: 
A good job, too. 

1\Ir. VOWLES: Is it a iair thing to have 
£74,000 lying idle for four years without 
any interest or uso of any kind except 
during elections? 

Again, talking of improvidence. look at 
what is going on in regard to the Tara line. 
Previous to last election a host of n1cn were 
taken into that electorate. Those men 
were put on the roll, booths were erected 
"!I along tho line, and the men were cam
polled to vote whether thev liked it or not. 
They had a holiday, of course. Since the 
<'lcction the number of men has dwindled 
down, and is now practically negligible. 
After all these months-I think it goes back 
two years-the who](' practical result of that 
work is 6~ miles of additional rails laid 
and going nowhere in particular-rails which 
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one could make no use of. That is DOt good 
bu~iness. and it i~ due to this I-Iouso to 
avoid that sort of thing in the futu,·e. 

r\gain, coming do,Yn to Bris}Jane by r~il, 
we find in the vicinity of IpsWlch somc;thmg 
liko £100,000 being spent on the erection f!f 
a new railway station. That capltal B 

lving idle. I venture to say that m these 
three items we haYe nearly £350.000 worth 
of non-productive capital for which we are 
paying interest on borrowed An1encaa 1noney 
at the rate of 6~ per cent. or 7 per cent. 
This is the time wlwn these mattero should 
be dc.1lt with by the Government. \\ e 
have been told in effect that the Government 
a re O'Oin IT to mend their ways, and tna t they 
arc g.Ding to live vvithin. their mea~s; but, 
jf the GoYernn1ent are going to spona 1no_nc~, 
it is a matter of indifference ',•:hetlwr It b 

a large sum or a sn1all surn, unless they ~ec 
that they get proper valne for the money 
expended. That is why ~he Go-. '"'nment 
haYC accumulated ~u-ch b1g arnount·;; o.u 
au·ount of loan monev, and \vhv the p tbhc 
of Qu~ensland are asked to pay such enormcn& 
extra taxation to pa,, the interest on these 
u1oncn ,, that have br-cn un,Yisely expended. 

Lo~king through the rcgulatior>s th tt have 
twcn <'irculatcd sincP this House rr1et. I £u1d 
that hon. members \Yill hitvc to b8 ver: care
fltl and watch regulations \Vho n they go 
through It l:as R.lrcady been poin~ed out 
that, b,v virtue of ono Act. other Acts are 
being amended by regulation I f;nd that 
the Land Act is being amendocl h: regula
tion pa-;.:;;~__•d nndcr the Sugar \Vork~r~' Per
JH'tnal L<'ase Seh,etions Act. The fa~t '' that, 
\chereas under the Land Act the, rental O'I 
perpetual leas~s was lin1ited .to 1~ Pf~r cont., 
bv virtue of thes0 regulatiOns whtch ar,• 
sllpcrseding an Act; o.f :?arlian1ent: tll~,rcnt~l 
has been incrcaPed to 5 per cc11t. i nat h 

Y('fY significa.,nt. The Govornrncnt rnay ha Yt' 

a, rPason for it. It n1ay mean that thP n_1oney 
i1n·(hted in this particular way js_ fUlYlllg' a 
higher rate of interest. If that 15. the rea: 
"-OJl. ,rhy not sav sh·aiQ.·ht out that It 1;:; ~o. and 
·~Iter the original _\et: The reason I _me1;tion 
the matter is this: On ,Timbour, \YhJCh 1s w 
the district I represent, there is a large 
number of selectors who hold pcrpotm'r 
lcascc,, The ,Jimbour Selec.tions Act has been 
repealed, and the settlers now cam;· undc'l' 
the Land Act. By th1s amendment tlL Land 
Board has the po•1·cr for the second t•erm tn 
increase the rental valun from 1~ per cent. 
vp to 5 per cent., and, if there is a_n indica
tion from the Government by a]t,.,rin .J' other 
Acts of Parliament b~: regulation to increac -' 
the rental up to a definite 5 p_er cent., all 
I can "'.V is that it will be an mdH ~t1on to 
the Land Court that the Government desire,; 
that tho 5 per cent. should be charged. If 
1 hat is done. the rental will become a bso
lutcly prohibitive. It is based at present on 
a fictitious capital value, but on account. or 
the rate being small it is not as oppress1ve 
a; it might be; but. if it is going t'O be 
increased. not one seledor will be ablo to 
c,JITy on. under the increased rental. 

I notice. too, that under the v\'orkers' 
Accommodation Act it is necessary fot an 
emplover to provide a yeranda spa :o of 5 
feet by 7 feet for every man. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Xot in all places. 

Mr. VO'WLES: As I rPad it, that ~' so. 

:Mr. POLLOOK: It applies mostly to the 
Downs, where it is neccs,,ary to have the 
accommodation. 
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i\Ir. .,,~OWLES: I do not say the Act 
is carried out in every direction, but. accord
>ng to the regulations so much space must 
be allowed for each person living in the 
11lacc. If this is good for the worker, why 
ohould it not also be good for the school 
children on the Downs • I have an mstance 
at i\iilmenan. I was down t.here with the 
late Sccretar'· for Public Instruction when 
he opeDed th'e new iVIilmerran State .school, 
and the accommodation that was proVIded m 
i hat :nP\V school, as they tern1 it, wa.s not 
.-ufficicnt for 75 per cent. of tho children 
attending the school, and, so far .as veranda 
ac·con1n1odation is concerned, Instead of 
·havir,g a opace 5 feet by 7 feet. there is a 
space of about 5 inches bv 7 inches. I sup
nose' the n .1son is became the children have 
;,o vote. but I hope they will remember thc"o 
things in the future. 

Reference was made previously by one hon. 
nwmbcr tr• the want of sympathy on the 
part of Ministers we have had in the Depart
JlJC'nt of Public InstructiDn towards the chil
dren i>1 ·he countrv. It is all very well fDr 

::\Iinistci·s to tell us that children 
[3.30 ;;.m.] in the country are getting a high 

E:'ducation bv rneans o{ corrc-
P.D01Hlcnc0 circulars \vhi"ch aro sent round 
il1 c--_ ~·C~ vvhere there arc not suffici{·nt 
of tiu 'll to form a school. I admit that 
that !~ better than nothing, but you 
have "..o n:alise that in country districts
llHJrr' particularly in fanning and dair):ing 
·.!istrict,-rwo things ha v·c to be taken m to 
con,irl•'ration in the chil-dren's interests. The 
f1rst i< that the parents have the capacity 
ancl ccluc •.lion to teo.ch their children, and 
.econd!v that they ha' o the time. From what 
I han; after the da,.·'s work is done 
urHh'r conditions-and particularly in 
-,·ic\Y of prices that arc being receiv-ed 
fur tlwi .. prcduce-the hours are so long that 
the ]Jal'<"Jts arc dog-tired when the day 1s 
·l\t'l'. It is not an 8-hour day with them; 
it i~ n(·._l1'f'l' to an 18-hour da~v. They neither 

time nor in rnanv c:1ses the ability 
tlwir children under this system. I 

\YhenPYL r the nun1bers approach a 
;·ea thing, the department shDul_d 
~upply t:he nc0cssary instruction, . b~cau"e lf 
1he.' do not do so, they are depnvmg those 
childrt•n of the very best asset that any 
Aut>trah~.Jn can have. \Vo hav: a good systern 
-,f edu· ntion here, and that svstem should 
lm open to the children in the c~untry as well 
,,s tc the children in the towns. (Hear, hear~) 

Hc'f, .. ,·,·n< '-' has boon made to the f\tate 
Advau es Department. I do not know what 
is '.·.ron•r with that department. There seems 
to be' "·good deal of sympathy <>xprcssod. by 
the hPaJs of the department when applica
tion'_, conH-~ along, but for sonte unkno\vn 
reason 1 ~1c m.one"~ nc>v~r seems to be available. 
If we ore going to have a State Advances 
Department, >ve should have a real live <;me. 
1_--,-ou onlv havo to look at the transactions 
gain~, through to find that on every occasion 
a se lector can be compelled to refund an-· 
portion of his principal if he sells. If '' A" 
·~ntnts to transf.rr to " B," the ftr.st question is, 
" limY much money are you getting?" \Ve 
"·ant a nortion of it. You must reduce the 
debt L-; ·that amount." It appears to me 
that tl1e cnl:>' funds which the department 
has to curv on with are the quarterly or half
~'eativ payments which come in from their 
·va rion3- accounts. and the amounts they can 
gf't on i ransfcrs. 

The SECREHRY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: You can 
see how much wu spent last year by looking 
at the Estimatm. 

. ::\Ir. YOIYLES: I know how many applica
tions were turned do,Yn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS: I can 
assure you we exceeded the Estimates. 

M1·. VO\YLES: We want to develop 
Queensland, and not to retard it. We ask 
pecple to go on the land, and the Government 
cmLc out with a programme and say the\ are 
offering everv inducement. Thcv even adver
tised at one 'time in the old coi:,ntry what a 
wonderful system thry had hero in connection 
•nth the Stat · Bank. If men are induced t6 
come and select and put their little capit.±l 
into the undrciCctking, it should be on the 
understanding· that, when they have done cor· 
tain class0s of work, the,- wili got as a matter 
of right certain funds from the Government 
to help them. Then there is a moral responsi
bility on the part of the Gov-ernment to supply 
tho'e funds to the·•·.e settlers if thev arc suitable 
persons. I regT0t to say that has not been 
don0 in connection 1.vith ordinary settlers, nor 
ha:-:; it been done as fat· as soldier settlers are 
COilCPl'H('d. 

ould like the Sceretarv for Public Lands 
to takt~ into con:;,idt"ration ··a 1 qnP-;t recently 
made to him Ly the soldier settlers on Cecil 
Plains. I have previously referred to this 
!natter when discussing gri.:vances on the 
Lands E'·timate-; I have made requests to the 
late Minister by letter, and so h"ve the 
settlers; and promi, · s have boon made by 
the ::\finist<)r that he would visit the settlement 
and judge the cases on their nwrits. A similar 
l'C'flUP-t is no1.v bc·ing made to the present 
::\Iinistcr. The settlers are asking that the 
arr<'aro of rent ,vhich they owe should be 
funded-the.<· are not a,ki1ig to be let off
or tack cl 011 to their liabilities at the end of 
the term. in order that they may be placed 
Ill a bcttcor position than thev are to-dav 
and 'o mav be able to carry on.' I hope tha( 
when the ::JecrNary for Public Lands gets the 
petition-I ha;-c alrcadv received ir.-ho will 
111xe an insp--c·tion ancf report n1ade and o'o 
into the '"hole thin;r himself. I think he will 
find the repn::.senta'tion3 n1ade are genuine
I knmv no more thrifty lot of settlers-and 
I >incerel:: hope that he will meet their 
rNJUe't when h, gets tho opportunity. 

Mr. G. P. BAR="!ES (1Var·1rick): I suppose 
that not oven the most ardent admire1· of 
the Government, whether in the House or 
outside, would for one moment say that 
the money appropriations to which we haYe 
agreed in the past have been rightly spent. 
The ardent desire of individuals both here 
and outside, when it comes to spending 
the people's mcney, must surely be in the 
direction of having it rightly expended, in 
a way 1rhich will mean the development of 
cnterpri<e, the helping of our industries, 
the creation of employment. Yet I take it 
that ne man here can possibly justify the 
actions of the Government heretofcre. At 
any rate. the ~equcl of the whole thing is 
bad. After having spent millions and 
millio1_1s of money almost beyond count, 
there 1s a state of unrest everywhere unem
plo:vmcnt is more rife, and cons~quently 
one's anxiety becomes 1nore acute than ever. 
It is therefcn'"' all the more necessary that 
in consenting to the expenditure of money 
we should proceed towards the ideals which 
the people and the Government of am· coun· 
try should have in view. I take it that, 

Mr. G. P. Barncs.) 
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when the a11propriarion of public money is 
going to help the consolidation of settlement 
and the encouragemem of enterprise and the 
absorption of the unemplovment, then it 
\vill receive the bh'f'-ing of eYery man. on 
this side of the House. ·\Ye have JUst 
listened to a <peech bv the hon. member for 
Dalby which indicates a very ·,erious and 
shocking expenditure of public rnoney u~on 
one item alone. If the £74.000 to whiCh 
he rcf erred had been expended in other 
directions, employment would have followed, 
the country would have been developed, the 
trade of the State would have been fostered, 
and generally speaking a degree of pros
perity would have eneued. 

I have in mind the extension of the railwav 
line from Dirmnbandi over the l\Ioonie Rive~· 
-a line which should have been proceeded 
with yc:us and years :,go. I think thar the 
expenditure in connectior. with that railv a:.' 
amounted to ~omething: ovG>· £100.000. The 
late Mr. Thallon, when Commissioner for 
Railways, pointed ont that a raihvay going 
into that area would secure an enormous 
amount of trade for Queensland. and he 
became very enthusiaotic oYer it. That trade 
\Yould have been secUT('d to Queensland, to 
"hi~h State it belong's. if £74.000 or £100,000 
had been expendecL That is where expendi
ture of the public money concerns this House. 
If the money is \Yiscly expended. then it is 
going to bring in a return: but. if it is un
wisdy expended. then the work on which it 
is expended simply becomes a Yvhite elephant. 
It i"' unwi~e io expend n1one~,- iH a ce.rtain 
direction unless the Governn1eni· are pre
pared to ca.iTy the work to a corr1pleiion. 
\V hat \ve do v, ant in {'onnection \Yith onr 
{:_ '(_penditurc is to ~ee that it is going to 
bring i-n a return that will help to pay tho 
intenot on the money expended. I ver," 
earnest]~ urgu that in considering our 
nppropriations \\'e should link up and build 
rail-.-'ays along the boYdcr of Queensland 
whieh \Yill conserYe to Queensland thf' trade 
of Queenslaud, and will benefit the S'tate to 
a ',::-ry large extent. 

Let me now deal \Yith the question of the 
0rection of public lmildings. The intense 
interest in regard to bnilr1ing generally seen1s 
to be in the city. If there is anything in this 
world that is -disturbing the man in the 
u,untry at prPsent, it is tllat endlc·--s in1proYe
ments are going on in tlw cit:·, whilst the 
country is being nep;lected completely. I 
kno"· t.h<Lt hundreds of thousands of pounds 
arc being expended in the city. aml. no 
n:nttpr hcHv nn1ch you nrge. you cannot get 
~llfficicnt monev to build a sn1all Y('randa. on 
f1 school in t h~ country or sufficient n1onc;.~ 
to paint 8 building- fast going iuto decay. 
\YE haYe <'onntr~- people pointing this out. 
£n:d i1· is havi!lg a tl'C'lnendou:-:1y di~t:ubing 
illfilH~lH· l in the connn· : and. unlf'ss the 
{ ;ovc~l'lll11Pnt of th>.: da..-- ~tnrn their att..:ntion 
ia conncc6on \Yith appropriation of n1onrv to 
the painting and bnilding up nf countr:v 
centres and the dc'YC'loptnr•nt of the countrJ 
g-CIH'rall.?, then they rnu~t E'Xpc _t dissatis~ 
fartinn to rnl-' cvcr~-,d10re. \Yhat applies 
,,-ithin ihe con1pa~; of nl, own vic,v;C; apphes 
'"'Nywhc re. and doe- not aj1ply to this State 
a lone. It applies cvery\rherc'. The tin1e has 
come when the nrnc-ct attenti 111 of the 
Legislature must be gi...-en to consideration 
o~ those things that lead to the drYel0p~1e~:.t 
ot the. ~ountr?. anrl thPn the clcYe1opnlellt of 
the Clbcs 'nll take aftcnYards. I! 
the Govcrnincnt do 11(Jt that and thus 

[.~Jr. G. P. Banws, 

r~·tain such trade as I haYe ju~t refened to, 
tn('n they cannot haYe entcrpnses startc-:l 
in the greater centres, nor can they hope for 
reward for the mdtvtduals who want employ
nwnt on the land. 

::\1r. HARTLEY: vVhat does the hon. gentle
man suggest should be done that the Go
vnnment have not already done! 

Mr. G. P. BARKES: If the hon. gentle
man had been list0ning to me he would 
haYe heard me pointing out that the Govern
ment have don<? the things which they ought 
not to have done, and he would ha,·e been 
told of something that they should have 
done. Because of a number of things that 
they have done which they ought not to 
ha,-e done, they are staggering the com
n1un1ty. 

~it. H.\RTLEY: T,,Jl us something \Ye ought 
to do. 

Mr. :ilAXWELL: Abolish the State enter
prises. 

:\1r. HARTLEY : I know what we ought to 
do-stop your middlemen charging the price" 
you do. 

An 0PPOSlTIOX J\IEoiBER: ·what is the Com
n1if:.sioncr for Prices doing? 

:\fr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. member 
for Fitzroy seems ven- much disturbed about 
the middleman, but j" could very well enter
tain yw House this afternoon by pointing 
out ,hat. the middlemen have served the 
country hotter than the Government which
the hon. member ,upports. 

:\lr. HAR'fLEY: No, you could not. 

Mr. '-'· P. BAR="JES: All the arch 
exploiters in the State arc to be found on the
Government side. 

:iir. HARTLEY: \Ve ought to deport all 
agriculhual ag-ents. 

:ilr. G. P. BARKES: The chicken' are 
coming home to roost. I see that the Secre
tary for Agriculture has just entered the 
chamber, and that reminds and forces me 
to compare matters about ten ;;~ear~ ago, 
when the cry of the party opposite ,-;as for 
cheap beef, butt0r, bre.td, and so on. with 
to-day. Apparently they micsed the path. 
They have got awav from the conditions on 
which they got into pmver. Only vesterrlav 
the Secretary for A g:riculturo \vas "ar;nroache~l 
by "' dcpuhtion and asked to mal~e cheap 
certain articles of production. Ho wiselv 
replied to that deputation. It i' like a 
boon1crang. rrh.c boomerang has C0111C bDck 
and lodged at h1s feet. Certainly after going 
through a course of making butter. b0ef, 
and bread vrery cheap the Government turned 
their attention to the man on the land to 
cco what they could do for him. Nm,-. having 
gnron h1m hm turn. thn boon1erang- has 
rc1urnerl a!Y~in to their feet. ' 

ThP Sr:'RF.T\RY FOR AGRICT'LTVRE: Did '"ou 
eYer hear me in thi.o Chamber agitate ·for 
cheap land, cheap food, or auything cheap. 

:'1r. G. P. BAR:\IES: I am not quite 
snrc that I have. hut I do know that the 
hon. gentleman has been a ardent 
supportnr of rnany ,-.-ho huYo a. 
chcfLp artic'lc. He cannot d0nv it. I clo 
hin1 thi3 honour. that he has cCrtainlv eon~ 
cPivcd the idc:1 of striYing to :ccrvc th~ man 
on the lanrl. but he rc~lised. as lH' did 
, \'stcrda"', the cxtrcine jlnpossibl1itv of his 
position. I fc0l -orry for him. A l~Htll can.
not lllOYC t~YO \\ ays. 



Supply. [l\) ,\c~GUST.] Supply. 287 

The SECP.ETARY FOR AGRICt:LTT"l\E: 'I'hat is 
whit I have always said in this Chamber
that it is impossiblf> to serve the mtddleman 
aud the farmer. (Government laughter.) 

1\Ir. G. P. BAR:\;ES: I am afraid that 
th~ hon. gentl0rnan. \Yith all his good inten
tion~ to serve the farn1er, has proved IDO'"_t 

.._,xrwn::;ive. I do n?t kno;v ~f any ~an 
"·ho has b0cH more mfhwnt1al In the cbrec
Tion of exploiting the man on the land than 
the hon. gentlc•m_an. 

HoxorRABLE 11E!11BERS: Hear, hear! 
Th0 SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTrRE: You for

c·cr yourself. 

::\Ir. G. P. BARNES: I am not forgetting 
l.l. ,elf. J'\ow that I have been dra.wn off 
t:,~, trark-I know what I am talking abaut 
_,,in the :Minister tell the House that he IS 

satislied that the owners of wheat in the 
"pars 1920 and 1921-and I was as warm a sup
[,ortcr of the ":heat pool as any man in this 
House-got full value when the Government 
gaYc a guarantee of 9s. a bushel for wheat, 
and the' only got 8 '·? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTL'RE : Since 
this Government can1e into power the wheat 
'armc·1· has got a fair deal. 

:\h. U. P. 13.\H:\;ES: Thr,, did no: get a. 
fair .leal. I will go further-af'd this i· 
~'FJrP to the point: The nwn ,,ho had ~~o. 2 
rnilling 1vheat rcceiYcd Ss .. 7d. a busl~el, a!~J 
rhusc who had 1\o. 3 rccetY·Cd 4s. 10d. \\ d! 
the han. gc>ntlcman icll me that when the 
prico of wlveat was 9s. a bushel the m:m ."·ho 
""' 5·. 7d. for J'\o. 2 wheat g·ot a fan· thmg ·: 
:\h belief is that he did not. The thiag is 
an· outrage. To think the,t with a protection 
1-1:p to 9~. a bushel 11 n~an wEo ~Eld 1vheat 
worth within 3d. a busnel of pnme "·heat 
c·at onlv 5~. 7d. ! If the hon. gentlem:J.n \Yill 
;ay th;t those 1ne11 f!:Ot a fair deal, I ·will 
>it down immediately. 

]]Jo SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTcRE: They got 
a. fair deal. 

::\Ir. G. P. BAR:\ES: They did not. lt 
,,.a, the mo~t ,hocking bit of exploiting that 
I know of. I can rca.lily proYe tlwt t_h~ 
(J\'\·ners of 'vhcat of fair average quality 
-ct:rtainlv lo.'t no less than £100,0GO as a 
rcsuh ()f the rnanagcn1cnt of the \Yhe<tt 
Board af that day. 

HARTLEY: There would have been no 
under YOltr Goyern1nent. 

J\Ir. G. P. BAR::\'ES: I know wh".t I a'tl 
talkino- about. I am satisfied \vith the :\Iin
ider :;ccause he is a practical 1nan. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARXES: Do you real!:· think 
he is a practical 1nan? 

::\Ir. G. P. BARJ'\ES: \Yell, l did think ,o. 
\Ylwn a noan has y.·heat vwrth \Yithin 3d. G

bushc1 of the pric(· for prirnc y·heat, a.ncl he 
get> 2s. 5d. a bushel loss, he is not gcttin~ 
a fait· deal. This is a question upon which 
I am at home. 

The deputation which intc<,rviowcd the 
Scf't('t ar:,- for Agricultur ~ yesterday a ppf:lllt>d 
for cheaper bread. \Yhy? rrhc Sccrch:r,v 
ior Agricu1tur1J r.ncl the GoYernn1ont are 

of the reason. How did thev c cploit 
1nan on the land-the peo11l~ in th8 

i'UUJHry? Can a.nyonc explain 1'.-h-- ·yvl1c1t 
'hculd be \Vorth 6c. 4d. in tho countrv aEd 
nd. lose• wlwn d<>]iYered m Brisbane? . \Yhy 
should a higher priu• be fixed upon tho 
article in the country than in the cit:' Can 

anyone explain why the consumers outside 
were explaited to a great extent, because 
en•ry 1cl. a bushel means 4s. in the ton of 
flour, and, if :you multiply that by 7t you 
arrive at £1 lls. a ton? If the farmers 
r;ained in the end, I c-ould understand it, 
but that is not so. This is what happened. 
That very year 1922-23, when that kind of 
thing was done and when there was not 
(•nough wheat in the land for the people, 
1,000,000 bushels of wheat were exported am! 
1,000,000 bushels of wheat imported. The 
result was that thu wheat sold abroad netted 
to the• farm<>r mme 2s. a bue'wl less than the 
pew! demnnded for it in Queensland. Had 
that wheat been sold at a fair price the 
("HJ~urr1cr, on the one ha.nd, would havo gDt 
n cheap·cr loaf. and the farmer, an the other 
hand, a better price. 

I now want to say a word in regard to 
taxation, and I am extremely anxious to 
know whether the Treasurer will be able to 
follow the good example of the other States, 
and whether he will be able to indicate ta 
the House and to the cauntry that there is 
likely to be a reduction in taxation. The 
Fed-eral GovArnmcnt have set a ven- fine 
example in that regard. They .are reducing 
taxation by something like £2,000,000, and 
the incidence of that reduction is going ta 
l.Je Yery widespread. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO LAKDS: V\"hom 
is the tax falling on through the Customs? 
It is falling on thos·o least able to bear it. 

:VIr. G. J>. BARNES: If I understand 
rightlr what is being done by the Federal 
GoYcrnment, they are relieving the people 
of a. very large amount of direct taxation. 

The SBCRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS : Yes, 
and they are getting huge sums thraugh the 
Cu~;;;tmns. 

}fr. G. P. DAH.)JE8: The amount they 
arc getting through the Customs is certainly 
'" ,-cry large sum. and that is paid by the 
/WPple gPiu:rully: but direct taxation i~ 
being reduced to a. very cansiderable extent. 
.\1! per".lllS ruceiving not incomes up to £1,200, 
or 96 per cont. of the taxpayers, will benefit 
through the raising of the exemption from 
£200 to £300. Persom numbering 260,000 
will be relieved altogether of the paYment 
of illunnc tax, and 180,000 others will obtain 
a reduction of taxation, rflhe taX Oll inCOillPS 
gcJWrally will be reduaed by 10 per cent. 
This will benefit 200,000 taxpayers. Then 
thel-e is another point which is worthy of 
note. The profit on gold mining is to be 
exempted from income tax LJntil the whole 
of the 'rorking capital inv0stcd in the indus
tr~· hes been returned to the owners. That 

wi~c thing io do. I 1hink one hon. 
thls 1norning advocated that pf~rsons 

in new industries should be rx0mpt 
from texation for a number of years. That 
i~· a thing- th,1t should receive consideration. 
In tlw m a tier of income tax "·o shaukl follow 
1 he En~;lish {'xmnp10 as far as we c-an. In 
En;;land. a. mau \';ith a family escapes ta'Ca
tion to a large t~"Ytcnt. A man -v;ith a wife 
and family pays less than a singlo man, 
bccause ibe fornlf'~T is p1esumed to have more 
fcunily \hargcs on his incom<~. For the satn.e 
reason a married man with no children pays 
1l.;:;.-. tlr1n a single nuln. A single man earn
in,: £250 a ycetr mnst pay £10 2s. 6d. im;ome 
tax, '"hibt a marripd man with no children 
rrceiYing a. similar inromo pays nothing. A 

man with an income af £500 a vear is 
upon to pay £45 lls. 3d. in income tax. 

Mr. G. P. Barncs" 1 
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A married man without a family earning 
£500 a year pays £25 6s. 3d., while a mar
ried couple with three children drawmg the 
same income pays £15 3s. 9d. 

Th~c SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Vork 
out ,,hat a man with five or six children 
pays in taxation through the Customs 
Department. 
f4 p.m.] 

Mr. G. P. BARJ'\ES: A \Ol"'' considerable 
sun1. \Ye are living in a protCctcd_ count~y, 
and if we are to deYelop our m-dustnes 
.and create new enterprises, 1Ye 1nust protect 
thr industries of the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAxDS: You 
must rC'mornber that th •· Commonwealth Go
vernment have solC' control of the tariff duties. 

YJ:r. G. P. BAR-::-.JES: One must concede 
that the Commonwealth GoYcrnment have the 
rneans of raising revenue, and it is one of 
the regre-ts of members of State Parliament 
that that source of revenue has gone from us. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Instead 
-of being a protecti\' tariff, it has bec-ome a 
i1ugc revenue tariff. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Yes; but on the other 
hand ~-ou cannot pay the high wages _ruling 
in industries now without that high tanff. 

I am hopeful that the Premi-er may be. able 
to indicate whether his Government are hkely 
to participate in connection with the amo~mts 
which will be forthcoming under the Bntlsh 
rnigl'ation scheme. It is said that. Hmo 
£34,000,000 is going to be distributPd lll th~t 
wav. Arc the Government so concerned ill 
settlement 2:cnerally-l judge by the Premier's 
remarks that he is interested in the matter
that they are going to partic!pate in this 
scheme? It seems to me that m these dao:s 
of stringcnc;-, when the raising of money " 
going to be a growing difficulty, we should 
participate to the fulle't extent in any Echome 
that may be forthcoming. 

There is another thing which is very per
tinent to the man on the land, and that is 
the rural credit savings bank proposal which 
has been introduced by the Federal Govern
ment. We have lost our Government Savmgs 
Bank, and are not able to manage our own 
affairs in connection ,.,~ith money::; forthcon11ng 
in that direction as we were at ono tim2. 
Seeing the Government Savings Bank is going 
to be concerned with the rural credit bank 
svstc m. it will be interesting to know how 
the GoYcrnment are going to be influenced, 
in vicv.- of the fact that thev have the right 
to utili· 70 per cent. of the deposits of the 
Goycrnment Savings Bank in ditl:erent <Hr_ec
tions on their own account. W·e want to give 
all the attention we possibly can to this rural 
cr<cdit business. I have just turned up a 
speech that I made in 1920, when the Common
wealth Bank Agre<:ment Ratification and 
State Advances Bill was before the House. 
At that time I advocated very strongly that 
thP saYing·s bank deposits in the country di~
tricts should be made available for expendi
ture in the -district in which the money was 
deposited. You can see what a very fine thing 
that would be. If money deposited in 
eountrv centres was made available for the 
farmers and local authorities in those centres 
at a low rate -of interest, it can be easily ,;een 
what a great development would take place. 

.\h. BuLCOCK: How woul-d newly settled 
districts get on under a scheme of that kind? 

[Jir. G. P. Barnes. 

::Yir. G. P. BARNES: The revenue would 
come from those interested in the district. 
At am· rat<' the Government are coming 
round "to m~ way of thinking, and surely 
nobodv coufd be more interested in the 
right l!SO of money than the man who puts 
it into a savings bank. Why, his interest~ 
would he increased by the development of 
the countrv round about, due to the expendi
ture' which had taken place as a result of the 
inve0.tment of his money. During the discu;
sion of the Commonwealth Bank Agreement 
Ratification and State Advances Bill. l 
said:-

" I feel I would like to say something 
on this matter. I believe that the idea 
is to centralise things, so to speak. I 
differ entirely from such an objective, 
be0ausc I believe that if the people 
are to be served as faithfully as they 
should be served in the direction referred 
to bY the leader of the Opposition, the 
hon." member for Dalby, just now, of 
helping development and the advance
ment of the State, we should aim at 
decentralisation in the application of 
n1onevs which come into the various sav
ings hanks of the State. I tried to find 
out durinrr the elections the amount wlueh 
came in t~ the Savings Bank at \Varwick. 
The figures were not available, but I 
did ascertain that in 1915 the sum of 
£155,000 owr a-nd above withdrawals 
was retained there. I found, further, 
that over the whole period of seventeen 
vears the total sum made available from 
the Savings Bank to the town and dis
trict of Warwick was on!) £45,000. I 
contend that a moiety of the amounts 
deposited in the various Savings Banks 
centres should be made availabl.e for 
the deYelopment of those n spective dis
nic".. I know that there is a scheme 
for a rural bank; but I want to know 
whether a scheme of that kind will 
r<'cC>ivc due protection when the Bill 
is before the House. I maintain that 
if in these da"s of the dearness and 
dearth of money we arc to consider the 
true dvelopment of our country we must 
use the monevs that are immediately 
at hand. I maintain that no community 
has a better right to first consideration 
in the allotment of the funds of that 
communitv than the depositors them
selves. I ·listened to the Premier y<'ster
da\- and he delivered himself in some 
nsr;ects in a way which met wi~h the 
high approval of members of this srd>' 
of the House. He referred, for instance, 
to irrigation. \Vhy should not a moiety 
of the funds coming into the \Varwick 
Savings Bank be made m·ailable for the 
development of a scheme such as he 
hinted at yesterday as being one of 
the grca t developmental schemes of the 
State" (Hear hear !) I think the House 
should demand from the Minister infor
mation as to whether, in the direction 
to which I have referred, full protection 
is going to be given to the requirements 
that may arise in special districts. I 
consider that we would be givmg effec
tive attention to the matter if we secured 
from tlw Minister a promise that at least 
a moiety of the moneys coming into the 
Yarious centres of the State would be 
,;,pplied in the way I have indicated." 

I also made a speech on the same matter, 
reported on page 236 of the same volume 
of " Hansard," and it is rather interesting 
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io find that ti1e trend of things after four 
vea1·s is following along the identica) linos 
"·hich I urged the Houio to take m the 
interests of the man on the land. Thrs 
,course is n1oro urgent now than ever, and 
it would be extremely enlightening if the 
Prornicr delivered hi1112' lf t0 some extent 
on the question. 

c\ t 4.1!) p.m., 
C'mi'liTrEEB (:\Jr. Pollock, 

(/r r [Jorpj the Sveaker in tho chair. 

:'llr . .'\UTT (Stan/cy): I admit that the 
{~uvennuent \VPre clectPd on ccn'tain pr.an1isc~ 
,:tnd received their instructions at the Enu.t 
l)urk C'onn~ntio~l in connection ·with certain 
lcgisl"tion, but I am particularly glad that 
ihov hrtn• decided that some of that legis· 
la1i,on is lrnposP.ib]e aiH1 have n1ore or lcs~ 
put the plug in. Tlwy have let np on tlw 
Land 1\ci Amendment Act, and I am hoping 
tbat that is a forcl'UTllWl' of a further letting 
np on th(~ir instructinus. 1 am ho1;ing that 
they are going to sec the error of their way' 
iJt tegard to perpetual leasehold, and that 
t.hev will h•t un on that. becanse thev will 
hc·lio in the ,development o! the 'State. 
~oon('r CJr 1atcr thl'Y will have to abandon 
that principle in th~· interests of tho peopll• 
in the country, ;:,~.,nd I nn1 hoping that it 1Yi1i 
]JOt b~ ]o:Jg- ~efon· tln:y do so. Boforc the 
{;ci\'Crnnu·nt aro granted this sum of moncJ 
it is jmt U•l well to impr,•ss upon them that, 
LOt'lvithstandinb the huge rcsourC('S of 
QL•ecmbml. dc,·elop!!;ent is not taking plan• 
to thP extent that it --hould. 

The other d1y, whcu speaking of the Bri•· 
banc Valley line, I pointed out that then• 
was a loss of about £40,000 per anuurn on 
ilw tnnning of that linP. and I pointed out 
-rhat. tf there "'··'-' an Iteration in certain 
;..n·a.des nnd curv, ~- th:•t Jo,)s might bo saved. 
1 pointed out that, if th0re "',vas an expendi
ture an1ounting to "\vhat now represents one 
Y<.'ar's loss, iw:,tead of that line being run at 
a Jo~·<;:, YC''ll' aftr.;tr Vt..J,r. as is the case now 
.. !1: n1igh~ po-;~ib]y };(' n1aJe pa::ing CDncern~ 
llwt lme ca.rrie~ a,; much traffic as the 

<'ER_iue,:o; ;-trc capable of Jra'.ving. It 'vas yer:. 
notJccablr, durmg ihc• pa't holidav wcc•k that 
abont 700 or 000 people from Ya;Taman and 
the vicinit, visited Brif'bano to vjcw tlH~ 
Ic"stivities and travelled dmrn by motor car. 
It . yon had 700 or 900 people tra vcll ing b,
rall, the !m::nccs on that ltno \YOuld be con· 
s!.derahl~· impl'Orcd. \Vith the pre,cnt con
UliiOlJs of travelling on that line it is onh
to b0 expectc•d that the people will ftvoicl 
traYellm.c: on that line if they can do so. l 
daresay that next ye.ll', ins!ead of 700 or 9CO 
people travelling by car, the numbr·r will be 
Jnct·ea,eJ to well <wcr 1.000. 

The hon. mcmher for Da]b,· made some' 
l('ferr'ncc to the expenditure on the ne"
Jp"vich Railway Station. I would like to 
Pn,phasise his remarks by stating that I think 
H 1s a calan11ty for <!. Go,~crnment to allo\·. 
the railways to be rnn in such a ,yay as to 
~; vo !1· ~:f'ry 1arg~ snn1 of n1oney practically 
Ic.]c 111 a structu:;·C' a verv t:hort. distanc':'. 
from tlw present Ip,•vich Railwav Station. 
It mid>t just as well be put out of sigh, 
for all the good that the monov is doing at 
the prc:'ent tinH~. If one would onlv have 
a look through the Ipswich railwav rcfresh
l1iPnt.room and thu kitchen where the 
<'mployces ure askf,,j to cook and prepare 
foodstuff.> for the travdling public, I think 
they would agrc(~ that it is a crying shmne 
le> Jw.ve weh dirty aEd dilapidated premisPs 
1n a rlt~- the sjzc of Ips,Yich. I arn rncntion-
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ing this particularly becaus,) quite a number 
of people !nwcl from the top (md of my 
elector a to. rThcy a.ro ton hours in a train, 
which aYera.p;<'s a bout 10 miles an hour. 
They arrive ·at Ipswich, and have to tako 
tho food that is prepared for them there. 
The room in which it is sorred has the most 
miserable accommodation possible. \Vomen 
travelling with children have not room to 
stand oven cdong the bar, if !here are several 
of them. lt is tiwo that something was do>)e 
to build a now station and provide decent 
accommodation for the pnblic at such an 
importaut centre as Ipsv,-ich. 1~arrn._n1an 
has become rt little town. It h":e gl'Own to 
a cu·tain extent, but since there h;,s be ;n <1 

dearth of freehold land in its vicinity the 
bunks there an: not favourabh~ disvosed to 
comidcr the prospects of that ioca!ity unless 
·,ome further freehold land can be opened 
fur sclcc:(ion. or unless they can at least be 
P ·m·ed of the likdihoor! of the Goycrnment 
rnnking- some' alteration in their fort:stry policy 
as regards that locality. "'numb. r of selectors 
c;.;iabl1shed there' art~ in a very precarious 
prcdicanwnL and r.t the present tin1c are 
being forced to rcalis· on their furniture and 
homPs a.t a particularly lo1v rate. A nun1bP1· 
of the men in that locality, including 
lcngthsrnen, an· aHxiou;:;. to grt advancPs 
under the Achances (o Settlers Act or from 
the Corporation that is going to take over 
that business. Manv of iho settkrs have 
contin1w.J \T·orking fOr the improvement of 
tlwir land and ar<' continuing to·day in the 
t·xpcctation of receiving this n1onct.ary assist
ance: but so far Yerv little of such as:-;i~tanee 
!:as lwPn forthcomii>g. The Secretary for 
Public Lands interjected early in the rtfter· 
nuon tint the expenditure nnder that head 
had very greatly mcrcascd. The expenditure 
under this head ~hould Yery greatl~~ Increase, 
because it is one of the Acts which should 
lw a potent force in the future development 
of the State. :VIany of the men right along 
this valley ar0 \vorking to-day in the hope 
that to-ruorrow-and a. very early to-n1orro\" 
-th<.'v will rccciYo assistance. Quite n. 
number of thoon men have been dependent 
for !he last few vears on stock that have 
been loaned to tl;orn. They were on the• 
land when rain came, and, although th0y 
had ,-cry o;ood feed. they were unable trJ 
J1nrchase stock. 8oL1e of t.ho residents in 
the localitv loanccl stock to them, and they 
are working on that loaned stock at t·ho 
rr'>· ·cnt time. \Vhen the AdYrtnces to S, ttlers 
Bill was going through this Chamb<'r I got 
an assur1nce that it would not be long after 
it >vas l'a"ed before it would be put into 
operation. and thftt "omc good would accrue 
directly to the settlers expecting assistanc:: 
Although that Bill \\'aS passed a consider
able time ·n.go. '"" find that ,-er~- many of 
the applications put before the Advances to 
Settlers Corporation arc hung up simply 
through want of funds. 

The SECRETARY roR PrnLrc LAXDs: That is 
no:. true. If ihe hon. member is rcfening 
to the Burnctt schcmc>, funds arc aYailable. 

:'llr. ::'\OTT: I only hope that the hon. 
~:r·entleman's interjection ihRt fund" are av-ail
a blo is correct. and I hope that those funds 
will be made available immodiatelv. I 
know th0re a re many people particularly 
anxious to be kept going by an advance. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I am 
only referring to the Burnott scheme. 

l\1r. NOTT: The Burnett is not the only 
place in Queensland. Other places arc just 

JJ1r. Nott.] 
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as important. Tho Govel'l1111(''1t would have 
had n great deal more Yalue for their n1oney 
heel thcv taken thP trouble to look for land 
<Jdjaccnf to the existing railv~ay sy"tem and 
developed that land before embarking on 
the Burnett scheme. 

There is one thing that happened quite 
. recently that -ticks in my gizzard somewhat. 

Qui to rceently the S'ecrctary for Public Lands 
'Poke on the financial position, an,l explained 
that the inflated cmTc-ncv did not injm·c 
tradp, and so on. In that I thoroughly agre•• 
with him. 

The SEC'RET_\HY roT:. PGBLIC LANDS: It does 
injure trado to tlw extent that it doe•· 

l\Ir. ~OTT: I know that we as a State 
will ha vc to pa,v inm_·cased interest on tho 
monev that has been borrowed. It has been 
indic~tcd that thi. iEcrcasc is not to b0 
obtained bY vvav of taxation, but bv an 
increase in 'frcigl\ts. I think that imposition 
r•n the fn>ights throughout Ql;iJc•nsland is 
particularly irkso1ne tnd very ur:just to tho 
people living av ay from the ciiios, because 
it is lll::tl:::in~· a direct charge 011 tho, o people 
who an' de\ eloping the country. It will hurt 
:t'arnwr~, timbcr-gettc:s, and other workers 
<'SI ablish,•d some distance from the metro
polis. Those arc the people who will dircctl:
pay this inCl'casc-d -··ost. Seein[ that the 
GoYPrnrncnt havl' bc~n clairning that they 
ha Ye dune ev·f'rything to assist the rnan out
side of the metropolis. it is stmngo that at 
their YOJ'Y first opportunity the·: make those 
p<'oplc pay an extra £300.000 o:· £400,000 per 
annurn. I contend that lt ls nut altog"ther 
jnst that thr increased cost should be met by 
., ay of ~.n incrca~e in freight,s instead of by 
omr other method 'vhercb~- the people living 

in the cities woulcl contribute to a much 
grf:•at('l' cxtc1~t. than thry arc at present likely 
to do. 

.'\.t 4 25 p.m., 

Tb(~ SPE'1.KER re::,un1cd the chair 

:\lr. EIJ\YAHJJS (Ta!!anon): l , .. ish ilrst c f 
all tD c lrnplaiu of the lack of int rest shown 

~\IiHish'l's in the discu-.~ion that has tukntJ 
lo-duy. It i.3 dc].Jlorable to sec th~: 

attiturle of :\IinisV~rs in couJwr;tion with the 
irnportant rnnttPrs brought bc,for then1 during 
:--nch a di:::;r'u-.:Jion as "\Ye huYn had this da.·. 
To-day practi< ally the only :\Iinisier who hrt' 
t-tk· r1 any i11tcrc.~t in the proccPdings h .. ""s been 
the St'Cl tar~.- for PuLli:.; Lands, and 1nanv 
of thn huU"L' n1istakcs th:tt h..tvc- occLirlc-C1 
during- the last fo" :-, :tr' have been lar"cly 
cou<ed throug-h th• lack of interc st vn the part 
of ~Jini;;.teri" in 1he discu· 'Jions that Llko place 
in this Ilou,0. Theru i~ no doubt that on 
~~Ycral occasions vrr:v -irnportant n1atte1 .5 ha. Ye 
lw-u discus~ d b•- uteln1wrs 011 this sid~~ of th'' 
Hem;.;·•, but thev~ lutYP bof'll treated \vith con
tempt by }1in{,ters of the Crown, with the 
r' 'n!t that at the pr·es,·nt time Queensland 
linds ibelf in a n1ost ·depl-orable conditiGll 
fron1 the Iinancinl point Df ...-icw as well af' 
fron1 rn;_:ny other points of Yie\V. I hope that 
hon1 thi." out 1iini~h:rs will take~ n1ore notiC'l 
of m·'n who have lL·d practical experience, 
and vvho f(';:djS(' the urgent ncce"~ity thc:to 
i few assist1ncc }JPilig givt-~n to outback settlers 
a~H-1 people \\~ho arc struggling on th2 lanci 
to-day. 

I want to bring- before ih' notice of hon. 
nten1ber::; tlw unforh1nate position, fron1 a 
raillvay point of view, that the people d 
Sonth~rn Burnctt arc placed in. For ycarJ 

[Mr. Nott. 

th'- nce;•:..~it:" of having the connl:cting 
bet\'n'('?l t!JC' Brisbane "'Valley lillf' ::nd 

ihP Scm1lH'i'n Burn0tt. <'.nJ b"tWf'f"')Il the Downg 
and t.hl' Southl'rn Bllrnctt, haYC' be ~n iJrought 
b(-'forc tlw Uo\'('rnn1ent, but so far JJ·Jthing 
has Lccn don' \rhilo I ugroc with -other 
hon. nlentbt>r . .- that lhc tin1c has cmne wht•n 
v-p slJould g·o into tho railvYay constructio11 
~wlic \ YCr\' ( 1rPfullv ind0cd before rnill';-; of 
;,aih,;-ay~ a~·c built u~der the present non-])a~r-
111~ yr't T ~till bt'lievc that th"r;c links 
arr· ·]n !}('('C'Ssary, not only in the 
interest::; of the S(•tt]ers "-ho are strugg1in;.~· 
1.1iL::, a.\'Ll fro1H a seaport and frorn thci~~ 
11rjncipal rnarkct. but they .:lrl' rwcessary alsn 
for the cco!JUHlic vvorki.::_~ of the raihYa:. s. 
The Ycrv nutter that "\Yas mcntioued by the 
}. ,Jr. mPmlw,· for Stanlc-v in regard to the' 
>hnv runnilH( of the train front Yarrarna:1 
( 'r .·ck to Ip<.\Yi, h proves the uecescit:, for tiw 
link lH'hn::Pn ~anango and Yarran1an ·C·rcek. 
If the Go·y 'rll!tlt_•nt wcr0 to corr"Jtruci: 1ha 
l1nk, -,,hi eh i-:; ~o urgent in the inlPl'e::ts of 
tlJ~, er J':omic rtl!1lling· of thl' rail:, a vs. it would 
hrjng thl pcc1j)le o_:_ the Soutlwru Burn0tt lGJ 
':lik. c!o;;:er 10 th-ir IYlarkct, and it -.-.onld Lv} 
<lo_iu~ a thing in thu int '1'( ,ts of ~hP 
n-uli-. ay-; Qn00wdund. The s~u110 rl-llng 
applie,, to tlH· 1iHk connecting t.hc Southern 
Bnrnctt IYith th' Downs. i-\t the prf•,'11t tirn,: 
railwav freio·ht ha to b0 naid for 225 milec 
frc:n Xanan~o to Brisbane~, whereas, if That 
link vverc con~tn.Irted, the\' c'Juld get to Dris
lrH1P in a little o--;C'r 100 ntilcs. Th2 ir-:.crca~'"'-Pd 
rate that h~F ju:--t been in1puscd by tho GoYCL'll·· 

lli{'nt is not ~r0i11p; tn make it an~:~ better fur 
th • d'ttl·rs iu tho.-c arc<:s. The ;:;rune rcn1arks 

ln a lnr~c·r \\'ay in reg-urd to pl"oJuco 
fron~ th(' Southern Jhnnc-tt to the> 

~~uutl]('-rn Hailw<l~~ 1ir.:'. , 1.t the pn•s0nt time 
thi· prodnr has to h0 rdih~d 326 n1ih fron1 
);,ilHJn o to TooiYOOlnba -,vher:.__us it i~ onl 
icv rnt'ie~ ael~)ss enuntr,2, and lf th1, twu 
links 'ere con~t:L·nc:~ d.· it woulll n1 ·kP tht" 
po~ltion a gT('at d al bcttr·~ for the ,,tth r:-. 
in those di:-:f-ri('ts tt11d as:::l~t in L'Onomic·· 

Jrki.1g' of tht· r tihYn "· I hOl)C the c~)\'{'l"ll-
l!H'nt -,~·ill t~1ke these 11t<:.tLr."i into 

Dcfor I le<.t Yt" tho 
/4.30 p.m.-1 n1ilways I v. ant to point out that, 

if the GoY0T~l ncut hatl takc11 
notice of ''chat t!Jo Opposition said some 
rl .('0 in conr-ection "\Yith thr "\YOrking,'" the 
1 ~7ihrnys, tlwy won]d not h:1.YO had to incrcas 
i 'w fans nud frcip;hto, the burden of vvhich 
-,_.jJ] han• to lw horn0 by the pe-ople in 1ht> 
countrv dj;.;tricts. That iS a rnath'r \Yh1ch ha·· 
b t'll Groug-ht up on this •,iclc of thP Jionse 
nn:r and oYer r~:.;·nin. VYc haxc rC'~H~atl'dly 
hid the Go -crmncnt that the railwa:'s hould 
hrtYC bc0n run nnd('r difl~{~f'C·nt condition-;, and 
that g·rratcr f'Onsidcration ;:;hould haYC' been 
,Q,'in~n to ~PttlPr.-: aJong existing railwny.;; ~n that 
th~;y could produce greater quantiti s of pro
duce fo,· UlllY<'~· a nee on the lin0s. Thoro would 
not tlwn hav-e been the loss on the "or·king of 
th0 railwa:-s wltieh has taken plac~·. 

There is another matter I wish tD rdcr 
to. The Premit'l' has been told from this 
:;idc of the 1-Ioil:-JQ <.L score of tinli'S that 
he would ultimately come to tho po.,ition 
to \vhif'h he can1c recently in London in 
connection ·-cith the loans. That is <1 real 
gricvancn on lho part of n1ombPrs on this 
side. \Yo told the l'remi01· in 1920, when 
the loan ,,-ac turned down in London and he 
had to go to America, that he would <'ven
tuallv hav-e to come to the prcoont position 
and · that he would have practically to 
repudiate th' legislation then brought in, 
which he has done to-day. I am not blaming 
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the hon. gentleman for doing th,t. aJ 
think he did the ouly thing l''"'·' ihlo under 
the circurustnnrcs; Lnt in the inL•re.-..ts Df 
Qucpnsland we can justly blame the Qoyern
DlC'nt thnt it \Y:tS not done years ago-that 
tht; en ,l~t of thjs SJ ate "'~.-;·a' not rnaintaincd, 
.and that pl"ivatc wouc.\- was not a1lo·:;7cd tu 
flow into the State for do,·olopmcnt purpc .·· 
It wou'd not only haYo been better for the 
producf'rs and b11sinf'ss r11cn. hut it \vould 
haYo been a thousand times better for thu 
working r11cn in connect ion ,_,·ith th~~ estub
]islnnent qf seconclr~ r-- illdustrics and in othl!-' 
w~v~. There has b(~Cn a din1inutiDn in thu 
in,;e.~tm<=-nt of private n1one~v ]n this State 
for a nurnber of y< ,._trs, and that hflq bEE"1 
detrimental. It is to bo hoped that the 
Premier and the Secretary for .Public Land 
will ta~-w a. Ilrril staLd nncl s0c that thcr(• 
is no interference \Yith inv~ ~tors, and that 
ever:- cncourngerncnt is giY''D to private 
capita.l in the '·tarting of :::.cconclary indus
r.rics, ~o that thP printary prod1H •r::- ·ho are 
battling in Queensland can get a L.ottH 
rnarkct for t.heir proc1ucts. 

The matter of < ount1·y ·.chools has been 
:rncntiouccl thi3 afterHoo:n and on prcvim..I' 
occa-.ion Tt is nnfortuu<1t0 that the Go~ 
Yl~'rnnJcnt do not tak" grca h1r inte~rcst in 
those matters when ihcy arc brought before 
them f1·om timn to time. \Yhilc tho people 
in t h0 countrv dl -tricts n re rrctti11g smne 
assistance frorl1 thQ Gov0rnmc ~1t fr0!11 ;_~n 
educational point of vicv.', thcv are not 
getting tlw same deal a' city people are 
getting. That i::3. n;·tnral \Yhcn \VO r'-'mernbcl' 
tbat where people arc cornbincd 1ogct]u r 
in great ntunbcr~ they can get greater facili
rie<;;. EYcry considcra1ion ~hould, ho\\·e,~er, l> 1 

9,'iYcn to th(' scttlt r~ on the lund in the ''rnT.· r>f 
schcul~. In many of the country dist1·ic;;, 
the schools aro in .t dilapidated ccmditio11, 
lun·infr gone for fifteen to twenty years 
v·ithout repair·. The ar~~mn~nt that a school 
should not bo built jn a gi~.'cn countr7 di:-J
trict bccansc the population 111a:.~ be shifting 
awn; is !"O rnueh rot, b0rauso it is not a great 
dt a! of trouble to build a school which can 
he hookr·d on to a bu11ock tr·1m and draggcJ 
to some other pltw 1 if tlw dq.artment t!nds 
that the attendance is not up to the standard. 
I hopo that in tho near future the Gm·crn
ment will wake np 10 the position, and not 
rm rely dcdart' that a school shall ho built. 
but also build it and see that the countr. 
children get a fairer and " Sf1Uarer deal 
than in the past. so that they will bo put more 
011 an equal footing with tho citv and town 
children. " 

I want to s~y jl[ct a few words about 
soldier settlement, :1ltlJough it has been 
brought up hcro en 1nany occ 1sionf'. I am 
1wt going to criticise the Qoycrnrnent for 
what ha~ boon donc~they have been criti
cised 0nough. and tho Serrctarv for Public 
Lands blushes almost every tim,; we mention 
the subjeot~but I want to e·av that the 
colcliers 1.ho arc on the land an<t are trying 
to make goo-d shonld not he lot down bv tho 
Go,~f'rnincnt. I hope that every assjstanf'e 
will be giYen to them. end that because some 
scttkrs who have not come up to the stan
cla rd ha Ye not been ;cblo to c.trrv on. the"' 
who are left on the land will not be denied 
an~., consideration that can be given to the1n. 

T "t "11f' a !r· mY gri0vanc0s in connection 
witl1 the ·Agrieulinral Bank Act, which we 
h'we hecn talking about for year.'. As some
one \vho knows something about ag-riculture 
and the pioneering part of it. I believe that 

that ~-ict i~ thr 011h· le:zislation \:hlch : . ..; '::-oiug 
rcrtll_v to d,.,-p\op · thc~-backblocks of Queens
land. \Y c h<tYC asked for an agricultural 
bank for Yt1 ars~for ..;mncihinc which ~,, {ndd 
g-iYG jn1n1c-di8tf' a>sistancc to s.ettlcrs~and in 
l923 tlw GoYornment ctmo fo:·,,:ard '-' irh an 
Agricnltcua! Bank Bill, which practi< JJl: 
<Ed awrtv \vith tho State AdvanceR Corpora
tion an.;l the Co~opt~ratiYe Production and 
Adnmces to Fnrmore Act. and we nanually 
i'l1ought that 1Yhat 1vc ·n antr d \var; going· to 
be rc<)Ji,C'cl. But t'~clvc montl-::, have gon-e. 
and ;·e f'tj1l hn.YQ no agticuHural bank. I 
would ask Sccrctarv for Public Lands. 
·~,s one \Yho iutcre. t.ed in thee land scttlc-
nJcnt of Qucc::-'.ln.rH.L :o tEe his i11flue1 CC 1 not 
only to hayc the Act brought intc. operation 
at once, but-\Yhat is n1oro in1pl'rtant~to se\1 
1hat money 1-< rnade avajlablo iinmcdiatel:-
for tbo_,e people 1.~·ho dcsiro it in ordel' to 
enable th"n' to J. n ny on. A lot of the handi
caps upun thP a~riculturist could be removed 
if yon p:aye hin1 a fair and honest deal in 
fmancino· him. 1f it were poriible in tho 
il'torHts of the> St-ate, ' •·.ould g-et rid of the 

atP cnt0l'f1ri~(,., to -.,-llich the Governn1cnt 
b0en ha.nr.·ing on U!"1d- put the n1oncv 

ii1to the agricdltr1r d bank or ,on1e such insti~ 
tution hv ·\\hlch the scttltrs cuuld be financed, 
311d the~1 lean' ilw111 alone to y;orl: cut their 
own cl< din-i{•s. Th0 be ·ltCl' part cf IWoplc 
v~hcthcr agrirultnri,,:t.s or in•lu -h·1al 1, .rk r...; 
ca11 '~'Pll be left. clone to y,·ork o 1 !--..Pit' 
dcstinic ... in tht in1t'tY~t of 
farnili ancl the State. The 
an_• 1:ot g(•tting the a'-~i:-ian<' 1-.: 
nt pr0::;;c::1t. ;:dthongh tllr} offi-:'i~_d:-; <11P dciL::.; 
<n~· .. thi11g JIO~~ibly {'111. ',1011:--, 

Ll!J!g" up monrh ncl ll 

l'Ca.~on. to 111~· n1iLd, than 
funds. )~s mv· hem. :n:11 ,nlwr en thl; 
this aftPI'llOOJ1. tlH'rt· ic; f'OnlC 

thing i-., hung np \\·hich i:: net 
th_., :;;.urfar:o. 

f,JJ' llO 

lack <..: 
F[d:1 :-·lid 
-:h:.~ tk· 

:\fr. I'OLLIX~: You have had '1il th,· _,;Ly 
on that side of tho House. 

l\Ir. EDWAHDS: It is quite noti,:cablo 
how docile and quiet the hon. member ha, 
been since ho \Yas Premier of this Strrt2 for 
a bricd intcryaJ. 

In conclusion. T want to sav that 
the tinw is not far distant ,,,-h~n the 
nwnt will realise the neco~<;ity for anothe~ 
rcdis1ribution of St1 ats. As alroadv n1cn~ 
tionc(L the conntrv people are not g~·ttin~· a 
fair de cl in the rnaHer of rcpre ,entation. 
It is impossible for the rcprcc·entativ'l of a 
countr: district. who has to travoJ miles and 
rnilc:-< to the differ0nt pnl'ts of hi;'; clh'toratf', 
to give the samo attention to it that '" mem
berc~ in th~e metropolitan area is able to gi vo 
to hi' elortoratc. If the Government arc 
sincere in their desire to bnild up, develop. 
and holp the State aq it should he helped, 
then it is tinw for tlwm to be up and doing, 
so as to place the priman and secondary 
industries upon a prop<'' footing, whercb:· 
we can rompet- \\-ith the Southern States 
and manufacture our raw mai·crial nd 
omplo;-- our nlCn 1Yithin our own Statt•. 
Qucstion~That the Speaker -do no·· icavo 

the chair~put a11<l pasced. 

SUPPLY. 
Cm.rMrTTEE--Yom or; Accm:xT. £4.7JD.OJ0. 

(Jlr. Po/lork Orruory. in the chair.' 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thcnr\cll'c. 
Chillagoe): I beg to move~ 

"That there be granted to His Maj<•,ty 

JJlr. Nott.] 
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011 accouEt for the selTice of the year 
1924-~5 a f m·ther sum not exceeding 
£4.700,0JO towrtrds defra,·ing the cxpelbOs 
of t ho y:_:_rious {lcpartn1ents and st~ryjces 
nf the Stat(_~." 

::VIr. :\100RE (Aubign'!): The Treasurer 
has not statc·d '.vhat period this :tppropria
tion is to covf'r. I a1n rather surpriseJ at 
the amcnmt £1,200,000, which is to bo 
:tppropri<ttc•d lt•:,n expc•nditure. At the 
:\la,v Da: ce'c•bt .1tions the Acting Treasurer 
pointed out that loan expenditnrP must bo 
kept wi·fhin ~._:cdJill lirnlts if the Govern-
Inont .. , goiug !o carry on. I cannot see 
fron1 direction the Government are 
;;oing to rnoney for such exrwndituro, 
yPt the expe:1rlitnrc i~ i J ::ro on in just the 
,,,me >\a~-. \YP .. en• told b·· the Treasurer, 
:ll1d ln· thr• Secretary for Public Lands when 
h" cn.nH~ back fro~1 the Trhtsurcrs' Con
fc'rerwo in 1\.lclbourne, that loan expenditure 
\\'Oulcl have to be curtaile-d to a minimum. 
Wo had the Trcaeure;· saying that £5,000,000 
ller annum \VE' nc.:>e,;;ary or the Govcrn1ncnt 
would be faced with disaster. Then we had 
tlw Secretary for Public Lands stating that 
the Government nlUi't c;'~lTV on ,vjthin their 
finm':ldn_] rpo;;onrco:;; and rnu~st cut do,vn loan 
""lwnditure to £1,250,000. I cannot see 
what position we are getting into. \Yr~ know 
that in connection with th~ last conycrsion 
loan "·c ~hall hav<' t.o pay an extra £214,000 
in intereRt, to "-hich must be addecl the 
intere-st of the loan money cxpPnded last 
year. which ,,-j]] bring it well up to £300,000. 
Tbe anmml in+pn;st nn loan monev in 1922-23 
anwunted to £3,589,714. and, aftcl· deducting 
an amonnt of £1,459.317 retLirned from works 
< e>nstruci.c•d by loan m01wy, there is left a 
<"harge on rovorliH' of £2.130,397. To~da,v 
lnan work i~ b('illg ~ontinu€'d at a very high 
{Ost, and we find that last year £4.656,000 
was :"pent on lo.:-~n 'vork, and thcrr:. does not 
::-cen1 to be any cnrtai1mcnt in that dircc-
1-ion. The Trt::tsurcr has giYon us no inkling 
il:~ to ho1.v tl1r• rn:H-t)Y i~ to be• fonnd. rl'hP 
l:on. gc'ntl,·wan · a. considPrcd statC'ment 
in vvb-irh he <ty~ the financial rrsourccs 
of d10 St ne :,vill not bear this jncrPasrd 
p·;pr·nclitnr,,-, ·uHl t'XllPnditurc frmn loan 
fun;l, must be curtailed. This is the first 
appro11riation sincf' that :"taienF•nt was madt!. 
:·et 111" Tree ourcr is ;,sking for £1,200,000 to 
c 1rry on j n tho sarr c ,,. a:'\'' as last. ::ear. l 
,,-am. to know v·hat. the position is that we 
are grttin;:; into) and where the rnoncy is to 
b fonnd to contirnw this expenditure. The 
House should know "-hat prm·ie~ion the Go
,·C'rnnwnt arc n1aking, and \vhcthel' they are 
going to carrv on nnti1 they reach a doad-cnd 
and thc ·1 -.top. The Treasurer might give 
us a litHo information when aski11g for an 
r.rnonnt of momJy such as this as to the time 
it is to bo u· -.ed in and what steps are being 
made to mePt obligations. In the face of 
the recent stat-;menis of the Trea,..urer, some 
f'Xplanation is ner,,•ssary tvhEm an appro
priation such as this does not proYidc for 
nuy decrease in the loan figurr•', 

The TRK>\SURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
("/; '!lrlf/Ot) : Thf" hon. member for Aubigny 
i:" not <.<ll'ff',.t in aburni!lg that this, the first 
Appropriation Bill of this session. provides 
for a greater expenditure than we made 
provision for last :,ear. It is in1po5·,ible for 
me at this stage to go into de!ails and in 
that manner to anticipate the Financial 
Statement which I hope to deliver on Friday 
llPXt. 

Mr. 11ooRE: How long will this carry 
n:-:. on for? 

[Jfr. Moon. 

The TREASURER: The amount which 
it is propo;ccd to a,ppropriate will carry us on 
at least until October. The rate of expend!· 
turo from the Loan Fund Account may not 
be any less than it has been of recent months, 
but. the fina,l amount of expenditure nocessarv 
during the financial year will be less tha~ 
vvhat \Yas nece::sary last year. rrhe an10Ullt 
of appropriation sought for is £2,000,000 
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
£1.500,COO from the Trust and Special Funds: 
and £1,200,000 fl'Om the Loan Fund Account. 
The aggregate rato of cxpondituro from 
the Loan Fund Account may not be very 
much differ 'nt fr-om that for the correspond~ 
ing period of last year, but the e'i:pcnditure of 
loan monPy for the year will certainlY have to 
be curtailed. Loan money will be strictlv 
limited, and, as our reSources are of a 
limited nature, loan expenditure must also 
be limited. 

Question-That the resolution be agreed 
to-put and passed. 

Tho Home resumed. 

The CnA!R}!AN reported that the Committee 
hatl come to a rc·olution. 

The resumption of the Committee was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The r0solution was received, and agreed 
to. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Co}DIITTEE-VOTE o:-; Accoc:NT, £4,700.000. 

(Jir. Pol!ock, Gregory, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
]hillauoe): I beg to move-

" (a) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty on 
account, for the service of the year 1924~ 
1025, a further sum not exceeding 
£2.000,000 be granted out of the Con
solidated Rm-enue Fund of Queenslan~l 
exclusive of the monevs standing to the 
credit of the Loan Fui1d Account. 

"(b) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to Hi, Majesb 0n 
account, for the service of the year" 1924~ 
1925. a further sum not exceeding 
£1,5Gu,OOO be granted from the Trust 
and Special Fnnds. 

" (c) That, towards making good the 
Suppl,;- granted to His Majesty on 
account, for tho service of tho year 1924-
1925, a furthN sum not exceeding 
£1.200,000 be granted. from the monevs 
standing to 1 he credit of the Loan 
Fund Account." 

Quec.tion put and passed. 

The House resumed. 

The CnAIR:MA::-< reported that the Committee 
had come to certain resolutions. 

The resumption of the Committee was 
made an Order of the Day for a later hour 
of the sitting. 

The resolutions were received, a,nd agreed 
to. 

APPROPRIATIO?-i BILL, No L 

ALL STAGES. 

A BilL founded on the foregoing re,olu· 
tions. was introducc-cl, and passed through 
all ib .'!ages without discussion or amend~ 
ment. 
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WAYS A ::\ID MEANS. 
RESU1IPTIOX OF CO}I;IIITTEE. 

(Jir. 0. Polloclc, Gregory, in the chair.) 

GOVERK:\1ENT LOAN BILL. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thcodoro. 
(('hillnuoc): I beg to move-

,, That a sum not exceeding £9,000,000 
l1e rai:·od b.v the issu:.:> of GDvernment 
stock or of inscribed stock secured upon 
the Con·olidatcd Revenue Fund of Queens
land and bearing interest at a rate fixed 
b;;- the Governor in Council according as 
necessity demands, to defray the cost of 
public ''arks and services, the total sum 
uuthoris ··cl to be raieecl to include such 
additional sums as rnay be nece~dary in 
0rcler actually to proJ uce to the Treasury 
the said sum after providing for all costs, 
charges, and expense· connected with the 
raising· thereof or with the rDdemption, 
retirement, or rc·newal of the Government 
stock or inscribed stock issued or created 
in respect thereof; and for that purpose 
to authorise Govcrnm nt stock or inscribed 
stock to be issued or ere a tee! in excess of 
the said sum of £9,000,000; and that, 
pending- the final disposal of any Govern
ment stock or inscribed stock authorised 
to he issueJ or created, the Governor in 
Council may obtain temporary advances 
from any bank, corporation, or financial 
imtitution for such period and on such 
t0rms as to interest or otherwise as he 
thinks fit." 

Thi::: is the usual n1otion in \Vays and Means 
prcliminarv to the iritroduction of a Loan 
Bill. I ask the ConimiHcc to allow the matter 
to be advanced by this stage, so that a date 
nny be fixed for the introduction of the 
Bill, wbDn members will be given an oppor
tunity of discussing the proposal in detail. 

:\Tew authority is required to borrow 1noney. 
The la t. Loa.n Act wao passeJ in 1921. The 
authority under that Act is becoming 
rxlrausted. and in order to get the ncccAsary 
authority to carry through the loan trans
action" tlra t will h• reoui reel for this financial 
year both here and in England, it :is necessary 
to get a fresh anthorit}. It has been usua.l 
for Parliament to authorise the borrowing of 
a certain sum of money, ncc,·ssitating the 
Cm·crnncnt asking- for fresh authority bdorc 
that amount is {'Xh~tustP<L I think it i) not 
unreasonable to ask for the amount set out in 
t ho 1notion. 

:\Ir. ]\lOORE (chthi(Jnp): I did not quite 
r·e,dise that this Bill was going to be intro
duced to-clay, but I recognise that none of 
us can >top it, and that authority must be 
giyen to tho Go.-crnment to borrow the 
requisite amount of money to keep the loan 
work~ going~at any rate, until they can be 
reduced without serious loss to the State. 
It appears to me to be rather a larg-e sum in 
the present state of our finances in Queens
land to tuk for, but, of course, if it is going 
to come before the House at the various 

timcc; the monevs have to be 
[5 p.m.] raised, there is' not such an 

objection to it as there would 
be; if we were asked to authorise a loan of 
£9.000,000 straight off-not that there would 
be the slig-htest opportunity of securing that 
largo amount, judging from the scarcity of 
loan money and the -difficulty in obtaining 
it. I do not suppose that this is the occasion 
on which we can criticise the way in which 

the loan morwy is to be spent, but when that 
vpport.nnlt~T ;hH"' C'Oill·, and the Eill is 
brought iu. hem. rnt~nlbt'rs on f{l1s sidt' will 
haYP :-;omcthiug t.o say. 

The TnEASrRER : If I may be allowed, I 
would sugg0st that the dPbate on the Fin~n
cial Statement would be a better opportumty 
for th c- di~cnssion than can ha vc on the· 
Loan Bill. 

l\lr. J\IOORE: Possibly, on the Bill we shall 
be able to have a (•crt.-in amount of discus
sion whieh will be useful to the Government 
if thcv will take notice of it. Unfortunately. 
the Gcn-crnmcnt have not bo-cn Teacly to take 
r~dyantage of our criticis1n previously. 

Th·c TREASCRER: I think the hon. gent]e
rnau is 11ot ju~tificd in sa::ing that. Since h1s 
leac!Pl'Ship of the Opposition we have accepted 
anv sensible ac1Yico he has tendered. tLaugh
ter:.) 

I\1r. ::VIGORE: If the .advice we have giycn 
hncl been folJoweJ. by tho Govorrunent, ~ve 
would not haYe had the unfortunate finam;wl 
position we arc in to-day. \Ve !lro .aslong 
for a lrrrge an1ount of rnoney, <·ons1der1ng the: 
authoritntiYe .5tatuments made by the .Lrea
stuer nnd thP Serrctu:; for Public Lands a'> 
to th0 difFiculty of securing money. 

The TnEASrRER: I think that in times past 
the amount asked for has not been less than 
£9,000,000. 

:VIr. MOORE: In the past thc;ro has not 
bc0n the san1e difficulty in sccunng 1_noney, 
and the rat<' af interest wa,; not so lugh. I 
consider that at the present tirrto, :v~cn \Ye'" 

tctke into consideration the conc!Itron of 
Queens] and and the mthoritativu statement~ 
whif'h haYc been made by the Tr~.;s~Jn~r ann 
the Secrctarv for Public Lands, lt 1s a vast 
anwunt of nlOllC'.Y to ask for in view of the 
sn1all return we are O'Ctting frorn loan cxpen
dit~r-c. \'\he'll v ' ge~ the Loan Bill '' c shall 
be abl(' to 1-wing forwar.d concrete ca'3os 111 
cmdcayou ring- to point out the extra Yagant 
"~:av in "\Vhich loan rnoncy has been expended 
nnd on -,yhich there will be no return to the 
Sta·! • for ypr~~ n1any ~.Tears .. It i.;:; a question 
whc•tlwr the Statp can continue the rate of 
borrnwinr.r \Yf' are going on ~,':ith to-day. I 
do not t1-;ink it can. I am sorr:7 to S?C such 
a lar~rc an1ount asl{( J for, becau~o It only 
n1eans oncouraging the Gove~·nment t? S·C~mrP 
largeT su1ns of money than. they are .lu .. ~ti~ed 
in gPttinb. vi'l10n. ~'0 U1:_kc Ill~O C?DSiden1t1011 

the financwl pos1hon ot the State. 
Que· tion put rmcl passed. 

The House rcmmed. 
'l'hG C'HAIR}!AX reported that the Committee 

bad D~)m~~ to a resolution. 
The rc-.-·mnlption of Con1rr1ittec \Yas n·wJc' an 

Order of tl-w Day for to-1norro1v. 
Th0 rcEolurion ,yas rC('-'ivod, and agr-_,cU tu. 

c;OYER:'\:'vlE~T LOAN BILL. 
Fmsr RE.IDIXG. 

The TREASURER (Hon. K G. Thcodore. 
Chillar:;o-) prcsentC'd a Bill founded on the 
rcsolntioY> agreed to in Committee of Waye 
and :\fcans. and moved-

" That the Bil be now read cl fir't 
time." 

Question put and passed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made· 

an Order of the Day for Tuesday ncx.r. 

IIJr. Monrc.] 
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DI~E.I.SES I:\ PLA:\"TS ACT AME:'\D 
l\lE~T BILL. 

COMMITTEE. 

IJ! r. Po1 7 JC.1 , G-regor.IJ: in thP chair.) 

Cl a u~~ 1 n-nd 2 put and pa ~se cl. 
~\fr. (A ulirtr·,): Before clause 3 

is ]:Ht. to l110YC an auH:~ndment. 

Tlw CH_UR:\1AJ\': There is no clause 3. 
"Tbe l1on. lncrubcr h<ls lost his opportunity. 

1Jhc lionsc rC,:Ulncd. 
The Cn '.IRoi\l>i reported the Bill \Yithout 

"'ln1c>IH1n.,•nt. 
The' third r~ading of the Bill "as made 

~Jl r 1rd( r of the D~.y for Tuc~:da~,~ next. 

.\ l'PRE:'\TICESHI P BILL. 
CmnHTTEE. 

(J!r. Pollock) G-rcgory, ,in tlte chair.) 

Clau'c 1-" Short title und nnstructl•m oj 
__ [,··'"-put and passed. 

C'Ll'hf' 2~" Jr-1• tpretation)-

:\lr. KEHR ( 1 !IO(}IJeru): I beg to moYo the 
foll(n,ilJ~' nnJcrdrnent:-

On line 17, 1. to owit the v;orJ 
·· undc1·," a YiPw L) i11s0rtillg tlu_-.. 
'.:u:rh--

fourteen ~cars and not 

l_'lll· <ln.n~c w]Jl then read-
.· · 2\linor ' nwans a pC'rson not less thau 

fouri r en ~.·cars of age a:1d 110t lllOl'C thaa 
1 weut~7-o1w :yetrs of age." 

In thr• it )m, been the practice for a 
hay tu "'1rt a~ an apprcntiee at sixteen years 
0£ 1:1ge. l1'or 1nan) years hon. m _)rnbers on 
lhib bide hctve been considering that ago in 
relation to the con1pulsory education age of 
fourtr-cn vears. A Jad n1a~,~ leaye school at 
fatn·tl'PU y~ea.rs, but no proYis'lon has l)rnyiously 
been made for the 0mployment of that lad 
dnrjng the t\·nJ following year;-;, and it lut::; 
!wen " r atastrophe for the boy and for the 
~tate. After rcrn•,,•ntations had bc•t•n made 
frmn t~1-is side, ihe Govern~nrnt is,-;nf'd a rcgn
Iel ion in Scptcn1bcr, 1923. proYiding that a 
minor ehall be " person not less than four
teen :·ears of ago and not more than eighteen 
~·ears of ag -'· Perhaps the l\finister will give 
wmc reason whv in this Dill he ha' made no 
rcfpr(•ncn to th~ n1inin:n1n1 age of fourteen 

. I think that we are justified in press-
tor such a10 exnlanation. and, seeing that 

we are d< dill;; with a Bill to n:;ulate the 
·<·mployntcnt of rcpprenti<:rs, we arc justified 
in askiw; for the inclusion of that minimum 
ag-o in t.hc Bill. Some hon. members opposite 
han: charged m'·"olf and other hon. mem
ber on this side with seeking to exploit child 
labour. I am sure hon. nH~lnbcrs \Yho rnak<J 
that accu·~tion have not read the law relat
Jng to u11ploymcnt in factol'ics, I.Yhich stat0s 
that no persnn U:!JJer fourteen years of ago 

,can bo crnplo0 cd in a factory except by per
mission of the :Minister, and then that person 
Hlli~t not be under thirteen ,11ears of age. VVT o 
have had a Labour Government in Queens
land for a number of years. and, with tho 
l'Xcoption of !'\ew South ·wales and South 
Australia, QueBnsland is 'wor~e off than an.) 
·other State in regard to legislation pro
hibitine; the employment of persons under a 
·certain age. In Victoria, vVestern Australia. 
,-.nd Tasmania no boy under the ago of 
fourtc.on c"C'd'S and no girl nndcr the ago of 
'\lft0t•n :vcars can be en1ployed. 

[Mr. Kc :-. 

Tllis i:-" a ,- Ty in1po:·tant question indec.d. 
In nn opinion. it is one of the 1nost irnportant 
m" stions in this Bill. It is clo-cly associated 
;yit h thC' maxin1un1 school age. The 1\linistcr 
poc ,ibly will refer to clause 20 and sa0 tlmt 
\dwt I rpqncst may be clone under the DilL 
\\ hile I rcc~;n:ise that fact, the it elusion of 
tlw ~rnendment I han· mov0cl will indicat·· 
to the authorities concerned that a bor oYer 
fonrtr:en ycnrs of ag0 can be e1upioyed ln that 
capacity. If the ag·o has been spccificall .. 
emitted from the Bill. then it is an indication 
I hat that is not the age of apprenticeship. 
I \V~UJt to read an 0x1ract from a report of a. 
confer,·'tY -, in Scotland \vhirh soe1na to n1c to 
~urn up Hw po.::;ition. It says-

" In Scotland. where Yerv close attention 
has h cJt paid to the quc;tion of apprcn
ticf'fhip in the engineering trades, it is 
consid<'rccl t·hat, notwithstanding the great 
advalltag-- tJJat accrUC'3 from a boy begin
nillg his apprcnti<o ·,ship only after he hao 
Lceu carried on at school to the hight~r 
age of fifteen years, and has taken the 
intcrnwdiat. certificate of the Scottish 
Education Dcpadmcnt, boys should enter 
tlw employment of the firm with which 
thcv an' o·oillg to train in1meJiatelY on 
lc,a;-jng .-,J.wol; and that the perio~d of 
uns ttlomcnt l>elwccn school and appren
tice-hip 'houhl be ubolishrd. \YhateYCr 
od ut a tion a bo .\' rna v ha ye, a11d even if hi~ 
joLi1 n{· .~1nanship lnll bl~ :--- cquired beforn 
he rea :he., hi' majority, h-, should, it is 
thought. enter the crnployn1ent of the firn1 
a:'i an apprc11tice innncdiatcly on leaYing 
:-.chool." 

I want to press thr~ consideration on the 
(:onnui11ec of allowiLg a boy to be apprcn
ti·_ed 'dwu he leaves school. There arc too 
mun: doacl-Pnd job,; in this Stat·?. A bo_; 
J·lll· t bo allowed to take a job. Many boys 
at fourteen y< ars arc more physically fit to 
take a job than many boys of fifteen. \Yo 
shall 11nd later on the. t 1 he physique of the: 
bo mmt bo a factor in his apprenticeship. 
Tf the Minister says that there is no bar, 
tlwn there should be no objt>ction to including 
thi·s age. I again say th:-tt \Ye should not 
permit the ,\rbitration Court to be the 
rkc-iding fr,ctor. If it is the int.ontim> of the 
"\[inister to permit an apprentice of fourteen 
years bPing employed, that int.'ntion should 
b0 specifically stat:•d in thP legislation; it 
should not be left to thn Arbitmtion Court. 
If it is to bo loft to any body, that body should 
bo an executive composed of experienced 
t•mplo; rs and emplo:-·oes, but I contend that 
it should be specified in this Bill. I hope 
that the Minister will g·iyo a satisfactory 
reason if he will not accept the amendment. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PlTBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Maclcay): I do 
not propos" (o accept the amendment, which 
is ·qnite unnecessary. and smnewhat outside 
the scope of the Blll. The hon. member 
clairr1s as his reason for n1oving it that 
anyone un dcr fourteen years of age can 
be engaged in any i11dustry. The qu.cstiou 
of the compulsory training of ho: s and 
the ago at which they should leave school 
is not dealt with under this Dill at all. It 
is dealt with under the Staia Education 
Acts, and if it is dPsircd lo inrreasc that ag*' 
to fifteen or sixteen years, it should be done 
in the proper way by an amendment of those 
.~cts. I think a good case may be advanced 
for increasing the school age. Persona.lly. 
I would iiko to see the time come \vhen 
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ctlucation may be carried on until the lad 
roaches the ago of sixteen ;. cars, v:hich I 
considoc· the best age at which to commence 
tr:tinine: fo•· a trade. Something might be 
tlonc~ l;ctwcen the ages of fourteen and six~ 
tcc11 in 1J1t' direction of t"c~ndcal training 
to fit a boy for tho trade ho will follow 
later. We know the comrmlsory school ago 
j, now fourteen years, and I think the Arbi
tration Cmut should determine the age at 
which a boy should commence a trade. There 
j::; nn reason in some eallings ,-...,,hy a boy 
ohoulrl not commence :J, tLldo when he 
lcaYP:> school. ThE~ reJ-son whv \Ye provide 
in clamo 20 that the court sh"all deal 11·ith 
this rnattor is that the conditions operating 
in ,~arinus industries are different. Take. 
~or PX"LJ11ple, any trade J.Jl' calling that 
it•YolYf':-:: claEo;cs of \Vork \vt.ich i·!· is not 
desirable thrrt a bov should commciHC too 
Young. li is n. ;natter that shoLtld lw 
thrrr"hC'd ont 1n the ArLltration Court y,-ii ~~ 
all the available evidence beforF the Court. 
For that rP,,~,on I do not propo:-;e: to accept 
l}y~ prolJOsed amendment. 

\[r. C'ORSER (Bur·nr tt): I cannot quite 
•au,Tt't' -with the Sccrctarv for Public \Vorks . 
. -\i fir, t Iny irnpre: si on V of th(• aineudrnent 
did not convey to n1e its real iinport~~licc. 
\Ye kno\\- that, -..vhile an Act of Parlia1nent 
Ill ay n ~Lll:,- read in ono direction, thero are 
~uch things as regulation~-; is:cued bv the 
Gc>\ cn1or in Council, and the unfortunate part 
is tlwr a rcgubtiou i,<;;ll0d b7 the Ciovernor 
iu Council Ina-, be opPn to the construction 
that it is not advi,ablc for <l lad to be 
en gag( d in <L calling uni il. probably, ho is 
-"ixtPPn :v(ars of age. 

ThP SECHEL\RY FOH PUBLIC \YOHKo: That is 
10 LH' l:c't rn1ined by the Arbitration Court. 

:\lr. C'ORSER: That is so, or it may be 
fixed h·· regulation of the Goycmot· in Council 
--that is the unfortunate part. \Vc knm\ that 
;~·o\.P1'llHH'nt by regulation is a 1nattcr hampor
iJJ~~· ll:-- at the nr_~ent tiine, and I arn sonw
\\ hat cnncerrwd in that rcg:.:.rd. It may be 
T:t·Her ro nmkc it qnitc de,:.; l' that \vhcn a 

onng lad i~ prcpnrL' 1.l to k·aYl' school. or so 
.. , r.hc Rtat' regulations permit him to 

10aYc sc-hool at the age of fourt~en. he should 
hc' <'nn bl<'d to enter a trade. I think most 
.11mt. munbc> ag1·.•c that that i.-; the intentiou 
.,f lhu Dill, and there should be nothing to 
1 )l'('\'<'nl us accepting this an1HHlrnent. 

The :-.:r:cRETAHY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS: Under 
·this Bill no boy under fourteen :•cars of age 
"an he· indentured. 

1\.lr. COHSER: That is a ruason why there 
.-hould be no obj<>ction to the amondmmJt. 
'The :mwnJmcnt does not go beyond that. IL 
fixo l}w age at not less than foLuteon year, 
ro JJot n1orc than twenty-one years. 

The· SECHI<:rAHY FOR PusLrc ·wonKS: Thn 
T~ill ~a.v~ "under tw,cnty-onc years." 

'J'hc CHAIRMAN: Order! l:nder tho pra
Yision' of the S-essional Order agt·oo.d to by 
the House on 31st. July, I will now leave the 
{ 'hu5r. report progr _ss, aud ask lea Ye to sit 

The IT ouso rLsumcd. 

The CHAIU>IAN I'L'portcd progrcs·; :md asked 
lea Yf' to sit again. 

Tlw resumption of the Commi\1 cc was maclo 
'>ll Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

Th" llouso adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 
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