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Questions.

TUESDAY, 19 AUGUAIT, 1824.

The Seeaxzr (Hon. W. Bertram, Muarco
took the chair at 10 a.m.

NEW MEMBER.
Erzororal DISTRICT OF BURANDA,

The SPEAKER informed the House that
on 2nd August last he had issued his writ
for the clection of a member for the clectoral
district of Buranda, and that the writ had been
returned endorsed with the name of Edward
Jeseph Hanson.

GovIRNVENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

PAPERS.
The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed : —
Regulations under the Explosives
1906.
Regulations under the Income Tax Act
of 1902 and its Amendments.
Regulations under the Land Tax Act of
1915 and its Amendments.
Regulations under the Unemployad
Workers’ Insurance Act of 1922,

Act of

QUESTIONS.
APDPLICATIONS FOR (CHAIRMANSHIP OF STATE
‘WHgeaT BOARD.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham)
Secretary for Agriculture—

“1. How many applications were re-
ceived for the position of chairman to
the State Wheat Board?

2. Is there any objection to the names
of applicants being published?

‘3, Was the board asked to make any
recommendation ?”’

“ 4. Did the Board make a recommen-
dation?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, ¥acham) replied—

1 to 4. Applications were not called
for the position. The Act provides that
the chairman shall be appointed by the
Governor in Council, but before flling
the vacancy the retiring chairman and
board members were consulted, and they
are in agreement with the Government
in their choice of a successor to Mr.
ilorgan.”

asked the

PINEAPPLES PURCHASED BY StATE CANNERY.

Mr. KERR (#noggera), for Mr. KELSO
(Yundah), asked the Secretary for DIublic
Works— )

‘1. What quantity of pineapples was
purchased by the State Cannery from
growers for the year ended 30th June,
19247

‘2. What price was paid for it?

‘2. What amount was paid to the
growers as a bonus?”’ -

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied—

“1. 43,246 cases.

“ 2. Winter pack, 2s. 6d.; summer
pack, 3s. 6d. per case—at growers’
station.

« 7

3. Winter pack, 1s. per case, amount-
ing to £1,457.”

[ASSEAMBLY.]
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SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
ApPROPRIATION BILL, No. L.
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagor): 1 beg to move—
¢ That so much of the Standing Orvders
be suspended as would otherwise prevent
the receiving of resolutions from Com-
mittees of Supply and Ways and Means
on the same day as they shall have
passed in those Committees; and the
passing of an Appropriation Bill through
all its stages in one day.”
Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
Vore oN Account—=£4,700,000.
MESSAGE FRCM THE GOVERNOR.

The SPEAKER announced tihe rm;if)t
from His Eucellency the Governor of a

message recomumending that provision be made
on account of the services of the vear ending
30th Juue, 1925, of a sum of £4,7CC,000.

Message orderved to be referred to Com-
mittee of Supply.

GOVERNMENT LOAN BILL.
MESSAGE FROM THE (fOVERNOR.

The SPEAKER announced the

regeipt
from His Excellency the Governor of a
message recommending that the nesessary

appropriation be made in connection with a
Bill to authorise the raising of a loan for the
public service of the State, and for other
purposes.

Message ordered to be referred to Com-
mittee of Ways and Means.

POLICE ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
INITIATION.

The HOME SECRETARY (Ilon. J.
Stopford, ifount Morgan): I beg to move—
_“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Commities
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ress of introducing a Bill to amend the
Police Acts Amendment Act of 1921 in
certain particulars.”
Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
Orpexixg oF COMMITTEL.

,The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Clillagoe): Mr. Speaker, I beg to move —
¢ That you do now leave the chair.”

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): Before vou leave
the chair, Mr. Speaker, there are a few
matiers upon which I would like some infor-
mation and also a little discussion, as we
have the right before you leave the chair
to discuss grievances before we go into
Committee of Surply.

The first thing we have to consider is the
rather serious financial position into which
the State has got owing, in my opinion. to
the wanton extravagance and recklessnass of
this Administration.

The TRrsSTRER: Those are rather sweeping
charges.

Mr. MOORE: They are sweeping, never-
theless they are true. The position into
which the State has got, whers 1t has to
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curtail exvenditure and go in for a system
of yorrenchment and  altogether reduce
salaries  and break the pledges given
to the electors by the Government before
the last election is, to my way of thinking.
the vesalt of the maladministration and
extravagance of the Government. They have
cmbarked upon State enterprises upon which
up to the 30th of June last they had lost
£1.010.104; and so long as thosc losses are
continued 1t seems to me that we are bound
to get inro a much worse position. It is all
well for the Government to make
chavges and say that the position is the
rosult of the financial hold-up in Eugland
and the war(lrv of loan monev. It ix not
sitogeshier through the scarcity of loan money
at all. bur through the administration of the
Government, which has made the expenditure
fcan up to such an enormous extent that the
couniry been brought to the =ztate in
which we now find it.

Yus
HER

T can give figures to show that Queer
has had to pay a considerably higher
of interesy than any of the other States,
although I consider that a State like Queens-
land, with all the wonderful resources behind
i, should be in a position to secure money
at the same rate of interest as any other
State of the Commonwealth or the Dominion
of New Zealand. It is only because of the
maladministration that has taken place
daring the last eight or nine years that we
have had to pay that extra cost for money.
The Secverary for Public Lands, when speak-
iny u few days ago on the Address in Reply.
pointed out that during one vear when he
was tn charge of the Home Office the (o orn-
weent had expended £177.000 on outdoor
of. due to the short-sighted policy of the
Gmelﬂm ut and the fight they had put up
with financiers in the old country.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTULTURE :
that ¥

b

Who

said

MOORE: The Secrctary for Publie
1f the Seeretary for Agriculture will
vd the speech delivered by the Secrctary

for Public Lands on the Address in Reply. it
will probably do him a grear deal of ;J()'l
and he will find H]e candid admissions made
by his coileague in that debare 3 areat

food for thought, and that the Gov
are practically condemned out of the mouth
of one of the Cabinet Ministers for putting
up a useless fight. The Secretary for Public
Lands A that he saw the uselessnoss of
it becer=e he saw that other people were
suffering, and that it was time to put an
end to ji. He justified the action of the
Premior in Lordon and in doing so pointed
out thst u fight with the financial interests

wie tad ]‘u te unempleyment and enorious
m\_rnw' in the expenditure on outdoor relief,
and hie for one was going to back the Premier
in what Lo did. The hon. centleman did

uot g so far as to sav that the loss in con-
swcetion with State enterprises was also folly
and was tending to bring about a Jloss o

this State from  which it will take a long
time 1o recover. He did not go so far as
to s a ot of things that he might have
said, but he did say some things that should
furnisi: food for thought on the part of some
of the people of this State.

Mz, CovriNs: Especially the Tory section.
Mr. MOORE: I think what was said
shovld give some food for thought to the

new leader
elected for

1924—¢

of the party oppositc who was
one hour. 1 think the speech

[19 AucusT.]
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delivered by the Secretary for Public Lands
shovld give the hon. member for Bowen
cons iderable food for thought. and should
give food for thought to other people who
Think along the same lines as the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen.

T.et us sce the position that the State i
getting into. In 1915-16 the taxable incoine
of m(hwdual as distinguished from con
panies amounted to £12.272 576, whereas lass
yvear it amounted to £10,905,944, or a reduc-
tion of 11.1 per cent. In 1915-16 the amount
recnived from taxation from that source was
£246.900. and last year it amounted to
£871.723, or an increase of 253 per cent.
In 1915-16 the taxable income of compamnies
amounted to £4.674,500, and last year it
amounted to 96,057,790, or an increase of
29.6 per cent. The amount received in
taxation from companies in 1915-16 was
£210.806, aud last year it amounted to
£852.683, or an increase of 304.5 per cent.
When you find an_ increasc in taxation and
a diminution in the taxable income of the
people it certainly shows that taxation is
becoming so high and development has been
arrested to such an extent that, instead of
prosperity following the adwinistration of
the Covernment, we have retrogression and
staghation.

In taking into consideration the credit of
the country with vegard to the fixing of the
prire we have to pav for money the state
of the prosperits of the country must be con-
sidered.  In Brishane a certain amount of
uo\c]opmont s voma on—to which I shall
refer later—but in the country development
is ot taking place to the extent that it
should, and we have the country now besom-
ing averrun with pesis of all sorts, beranse
of the fear by investors to lend money for
the development of the country and because
of the high cost of carrying out such work.

The Government have been cxeeptionally
favourably placed with regard to the
revenue. Last vear there was an increase o
oo

=828,636 over the revenue for the previous
rear, and the revenue last year exceeded the
cstivnated amount of revenue by £353,939.
The expenditure last yvear exceeded the
expenditure of the previous year by £630,950.
and excoeded the estimate of expenditure hr
£368,269. 1In spite of this increase over the
extimmate, which i3 a remarkably big one, the
Government  still find themselves in  the
awkward position of having to increase rajl-
way freights and fares, of not being able to
allow the nereases to public servants, and in
~ch a position that they are having to make

excuses for almost every act. When en
mersase morevenue amounting to  £300.000
over the previous yeay is obtained, it surely

shows that taxation is having a deleterious
cffect upon the pe ple, because nearly the
whole of that increase is secured by taxation
and not through the prosperity of industrs

One of ths results—and the worst result—
that it is going to have is the curtailment
of advances to settlers. The perpetual lease
of the Government has made it
sible for settlers to go to anybody but
the Government to secure advances. When
a man had a freehold he had a s-curity
on which he could go to a private 1nst1tu—
tion and sccure asﬂs’canco Under the per-
petual lease policy the private institutions do
not consider the security good enough, conse-
quently that previous source of assistance to
the settler is cut off. We now find that.
owing to the curtailment of funds, <he

Mr. Bgore.)
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Government are unable to supply the neces-

<ary assistauce for those sertlers to carr
an. That is bad enough as regards
the ordinary settler, but it iz causing
an  immense amount of Thardship and
trouble to the soldier settlers. I will
taks but one instance where this hard-
ship is being ¢xperienced; rhar is, the soldier
settlement at 1 Plains. In my opinion,

when a soldier wti r has received the maxi-
mum advance of £625, the Government,
instead of writing to him and saring he has
exhausted the advance that he is entitled
to, should make inguiries into the position
of the settler io ascertain whether he is a
capable and efficient worker, whether he is
likely to sucevad if he gets a little more
assistance, and whether the asscts he has
accamulated on his farm since he took it
up are sufficient security for more money
1o be advanced to him. I know of many
ases where, owing to the last two bad
seasons, the settlers have lost l‘u oe numbers
ot their cattle, and it is only xedsonable
when they make application to the Govern-
ment, that the supervisor of the scttlement
should be coranited as to their {inancial
l)oﬂtlun and the possibility of their making
cood.,  If the report of the supervisor 1is
f,uvo zble, the Government should assist those
scttle instead of practically pushing them
off their farms. Many of them ave being
forced off their farms through no fault of
their own, and simply thmm)h the maladmin-

istration of the Govmnmvm in finance and
the carelessness of the Government in not
asking the supervisor, who was there and

who wus In a position to kuew, whether these
men wero in a position to make good or not.
I have had many applicatouns sent to me
Tately by various settlers on (ecil Plaing,
and, so far o+ I can make our, they ave in a
vory presari position. Many of them
arve hard workers and men with experience,
and would plo.)al v make good provided thex
oot further ¢: bur they have been
nnable  to tance outside of the
Government (\W'Pg ia the tenure under which
thes took up their land. Last zear the
Government brought in an Agricultural Bank
Amendment Bill, under which all sorts of
promises were made, but, so far as I can see,
ne funds have been made available to carry
out those promises. Promises were held ous
which, if carvied out, would peossibly enable
these men to make a success of their land.
\ow owing to circumstances over which they
have no ('ontrol, they are being forced inta the
icing the lard and the work
Th:r have to leave their
and will
It 1s not
available.

thes
holdings through the loss of stock,

put into it

income.

now bo unable to get anw
4 question of making much mon
I admit theve arce some cases w here assistance
uhould not be given, some sottlers ave <n
fur behind that ther have no opportunity of
good, but there arc men  who
workers to whom advances shonid
not be curtailed to enable them to pull
rhrouch the bad seasons  they have just
:d throug Those remarks apply par
alv to the soldier settlers on Cecil
altheugh there are other places in
a simil=y procedure may be carried
The Government should the super-
to advise asz 1o the chances of the man
(‘!‘11(*& pulling through. If the report 1=
urab]c, th'v should make the nocessary
nee te enable that wan to make good.

making
are eood

fulminat-
mioney i the

'ih(‘ other day the Treas
ing againet the banks sinking

[Bir. Moore

[ASSEMBLY.]
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city and not making money availabls for the
development of the country
The TREASURER: 1 was not criticising the
banks on that account, but rvather for the
wayv they were criticiisng the Government.
Mr. MOORZIE: The rveason the banks are
1ondmg money for the development of city
the high land tax. The older
huildings will not return an amount adeguate

to the money invested in the prope: and
pay the high taxation, and the only thing to
be done is to erect higher buildings. The
Treasurer was attacking the banks for
advancing money to develop Brisbane
properties

The TREASTRER: I said the banks have uo

grounds for criticising the Governmenr.

Mr. MOORE: I have
banks have every ground for
Government. The Gm ernment have cut 6
the man on the land from assistance from
private banks. Ther have aiso placed such
u h]gh tax on city proporties that the cwners
have had to put up higher buildings and
have had to go to the hanks for the money.

The SECEETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why do
they think country investments are nnr good
cenough ?

Mr. MOORE
Irase poli

The SECRETARY FOR  AGRICTLIURT
would not advance on frechold properi

Mr. MOORE: The Government have
nlaced the fa in such a position that he
is threatened with awards which will eripple
him. e has no security to offer, and natur-
ally the banks are shy of lending money to
such men.

My, RoserTs: The Government theuselve
will ot lend the farmers monoyr.

Mr. MOORE: That is so. The whole
HIs of the Govermment has been rowards
the restriction of prnato financial fustfita-
tions.  Their policy of paying 6 per cent. nd
6% per emt. aver the countor has rostricted
the capacity of private financial institutions,
Who is going to lend money for the d:velop-
ment of countrs outside the <ity when he
can get & per cent. to 6 per cenf. tax free
over the counter from the Government?
Again, the Government are so extravagant in
using their money: they have tied up such a
large amount of money in State enterprises
and in works that ave problematical 30 far

pointed out that the
criticising the

Because of the pepetual

he:

financiz! yaturns are concerned—sat lea:zt for
a number of vears—that it 15 oniy natural
that mon vy should be dear. Imstead of

endeavouring to improve the posivion. the
Government are confinuing 1o waste mones
on uvseless and unprofitable work.  They

should be the man on the land bv

advancing him moeney, rather taan placing
him in such a position that he has o leav
his land.

The sum ¢f £74.000 was sunk in the Willow-

burn railway works mevely to help hon.
member for Teowoomba to hcld cat
About c£16O GO0 was Ipswich

unk in the ne
tion. which has hern
On nexrh"x of ‘the\o
Money ean be frund for
of work, but it connot be fou
istance to bond fide settlers
induced to «ctrie on the land.

Arvother vhing that is causing
of distress and ursmployinent iz
of trucks in the Railw

g idls

R'w]\\d\'
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the other day a man wrote to me complain-
ing that he would have to dismiss fourteen
hands from his brickworks near Toowoomba.
He said he had been Lndnaxommg to get
for three weeks. as he had 400,000
ks to send away, but trucks could mnot
be secured. Then again, the coalmines in my
cwn  district are working short time, not
because orders are not available, but becaus»
trucks are not available to tak. the coal
away. Surely that shows that the short-
sighted policy and maladministration of the
Government are aggravating distress at the
present time, aind not assisting to bring about
a better condition of things, Lecause we have
not sufficient trucks to carry produce or iake
away the articles that ave produced. We
have known for a long time that there is a
tremendous shortage of cattle trucks, and
cattlemen have had to hang on to their cattle
long after the period when they should have
Been sent to the market. That all means
loss—loss to the individual and loss to the
State. This position has been brought about
by the extensive railway construction policy
of the Government, while they have not built
rolling-stock in proportion. In connection
with anxy railway policy. it must be recognised
that it is absolutely cssential that sufficient
rolling-stock should be built even if it mieans
a curtailment of the construction of lines.
I notice that a great deal of moneyv is
Lung expended on the Southport-Burleigh
oad and bridge, and I shouald like a little
imorni 1tton in connection therewith., That
road was to have been opened last Easter,
but it is not open yet. Whenever one goes to
Southport onc hears remarks "tboul the fear-
ful waste of money on that road. It is being
Luilt by the Government, and the Southport
(“ouncil have no occasion to worry, because
1t has to pay a stipulated sum, and the
balance of the cost is going to fall on the
Government. As a result of the w av in which
the work Is being carried out, it will cost
an enormous sum, and the pf‘ople have grave
doubts as to when the road « il be oponod
Some say it will not ke opened for five vears:
others say it will not be opened for twentw
vears. So far, the road has oulvy becn con-
structed to Meyer’s TFerry, which is only
4 miles, and it has to go another 8 miles
past that. The Southport Council do not
take over the road until it is completed by
the Government. T was told the other
that it has cost £80,000 up to the present,
but I have no definite information as to what
it has cost.
The SECRETARY FOR PPUBLIC LAXNDS :
not correct.

Ay, MOORE :

That is

Thoy tell me that the night
\\‘&lf(‘hmdl] whose duty it is to see that nobod:

walks across the bridge between 8 o’clock in
the mer\mg and 5 o’clock m the morning

vecoives £8 2s. a week., I do net know it
«nything is to be gt out of that. I have
seen 1he road, and I know that an enormous
amount has been spent on it. T saw the
steam roller that was taken down there to
roll it. and when they pnt the rolier on, i
went through the road, and ther had to use
an or fmaw horse roller. The cost is out of
all proportion to the benefit to be received.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LoxD

i.s a g‘oo(l deal over the estimate.

MOORE : If it was ﬁm»«hed we would
Ve ~O)}i(‘}hl] o to go on. l( l’lllbl nosw
he Government ave going ’ro curiail expenrcs

will not he able to

dive
To my mind,

, they

a(l promptly,

.
b
'l
in rhm
complot

[19 AvgusT.]
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it will
sum.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
vou suggest we should dn?
Mr. MOORE: I do not know that the
supervision has been adequate for the carry-
ing out of the work.

cost the Government an enarmous

What do

The SecrErTarRY ForR PUBLIC Lanps: Whose
fault is that? 'That is the fault of the
engineer

Mr. MOORE: The supervision has been
faulty.

The SECRETARY FOR PrrLic Laxps: The real

difficnlty
quarry.

[10.30 a.m.]

Mr. MOORE: That may have been onc
of the difficulties. If the Minister, instead
of going down as Secretary for Public Lands
and getting a garbled report made to him,
would go as a private citizen and sece for
himself, I think he would get his eyes opened.

The Secrerary ror Prsric Laxps: I have
been there, and my eyes are open.

\Ir MOORE : I am glad that the Minister's
are opened, because possibly he will
]ilul\@ some alteration. At present no altera-
ticn has been made, and the same extrava-
cance and waste is going on to-day as was
going on six months ago.

The Srcrperary ryor Pursoic Lanxps: The
AMain Roads Board engineer reported on the
matter, and the Board iz now building the
road from the other end and getting the
stuff from the quarries.

Mr. MOORE: The waste has . not been
cbviated. The Minister should see that the
work is carried on in a more economical atd
efficient manner than it is at present. It is a
pure waste of money which can be obviated.
When we see this continuing wasie of money,
cven after the DMinister says his eyes have
been opened, it is tirne some other mcthod
was adopted in the construction of Govern-
ment works. The whole thing has become a
mockery and a byword alound the country.
Deople are pointing out the way in which
the Government are vrecklessly expending
public money, and there is a good deal of
disgust over “the whole question.

has been in connection with the

There is another matter I would like to
call attention to—that is, in connection with
the regulations which have been placed on
the table. I say that the Government are
altering Act: of Parliament by regulation.
The regulations under the Sugar Workers’
Pmp@tu?l Lease Sclections Act have altered
the Land Aci in so far as the percentage of
annual rents iz concerned. Instead of bcmcf
1} per cent. on Crown lands and & per cent.
on township allotments, they have all been
placed at 5 per cent. It goes still further
than that. They have altered the Local
Autherities Act in regard to the method of

raluation. That Aer distinctly states that
porpetual lease selections shall be valued as
freehold; but the new regulations under the
Sugar Workers’ Perpetual Lease Selections
Act have altered that, and they have gone
back to ﬂxe old prmuplo of asscssing the
capital value at twenty times the annual rent.
I cnongxlv object to this principle of altering
Acts of Parliament by regulations, Whlch
are just put upon the table in this House,
and people do not look at them. I was sur-
izsed to find that the Land Act and the
1 Authoritics Act could ke altered by

Mr. Moore.]
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regulations under the Sugar Workers’ Per-
petual Lease Selections Act. I do not think
thut reculations were ever meant to apply in
1f the Land Act says that per-
selections are to be taken up and
the rent is to be 15 per cent. on the capital
value, it does not mean that regulations may
be made afterwards under another Act to
provide that it shall be 5 per cent. It is
not richt, when the Land Act provides that
the ronts are io be based on 3 per cent. of
the capital value for township allotments,
that thes should be made 5 per cent. under
ancthicr Aet; but that is what has occurred.
We shall get into a muddle with regard to
the fixation of rents if we are going to have
the provisions of one Act altered by regu-
fations mede under a subscquent Act. The
prin is wrong, and should be objected to.
I suppose it is no good objecting to regu-
lations which have been placed on the table.
So long as the Government have the numbers
to carry them through, they will go through;
but it iz only right that attention should be
callad to the principle, which is going on
more and more every vear, of government by
cegulations. Regulations are made under an
Act as # method of rectifying anomalies and
10 assist in carrying our the provisions of the
Act. Thew are not meant to alter the whole
basis ou which previous Acts of Parliament
had beon passed: but that is what has been
done 1y setion with the two sets of regula-
tion- I bave mentioned. W should heve some
explanation as to the reason for the differ-
sees ju regulations in connection with these
Acts.  We may have another opportunity
of diseussing these matters, but I would like
10 krnow how the Government can justify the
walinrg of these regulations.

I do know that it is necessary for me
to way very much more. T have pointed out
some the things which are affecting the
people <losely at the present time. One thing
ihat ailects the people in the country moie
than another, and on which it 1s necessary
for samoe of us to dilate. is the curtailment
of advances to settlers. I know that advances
to w tor dwellings have been curtailed
also. but their position iz not like that of
the «ortlers in the country. Manyv of them
ave in the position that th have alveady
cot advanees from the Government, aud thev
therefore cannot ger assistance from anybody
else but the Government. I think it is most
unfair that they should have been led on in
the hope, based on the Acts which have
been pe-sed, that they would he able to
secure sufficient assistance from the Govern-
mert to carry on, and then have that assist-
ance denied them owing to financial str
gency. I know that numbers of them have
been turned dosen, and it means that many
of them are zoing to be foreed off the land.
1 think it would be well for the Government
to coneider whether it is not better to
cudeavour to keep those seitlers already on
the iand rather than start new scttlers, [
do mnot ask the Government to give thm
advances  indiscriminately.  but  inguiries
should b made into the corditious affecting
cevery one who asks for an advance to ascer-
tain whether he has sufficient assets to justifv
that wssista hich is ry to enable
him to carrs his activities—that ix to
encourags him to go on rather than to leave
him in rhe lurch.

(Fnoggera) : Before you leave
. Spesker. T want to alr one or
cances,  First of all, T would like to

Moore.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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dea! with the question of the soldier settle-
ments.  Although we have had in Queensland
a change in the dircctorate of soldier settle-
ments, it i3 purely with the Governmeut
policy that T wish to deal. Although of
recent years we have had one or two changes
in the Minister in charge of these activities
of the Government, that is no reason why w=
should not criticise the Government policy,
and ask them to do the right and proper
thing. I want to refer to onc or two remarks
made by the present administrator of the
settlements. He had this to say about them—

¢ These criticisms about soldier settle-

ment are hardly fair to me.”

We mav acknowledge the justice of that
remark, but that is no reason why woe ou
this side of the House should not say that,
nevertheless, the right thing has not becen
done by the Government. These settlemoents
have been in existence for some time, and it
is pretty late in the day to reply to our
attacks 1t that way. The Minister in charge
of the seitlements also said in regard to the
transfer of certain men that it was a doubt-
ful and costly proposition. o long as the
Government take the view that it is a doubt-
ful and costlr propositicn to place solaier
scttlers on decent land, so long will the
soldier settlers not be put in the position in
which we ought to see them. The time is
ripe for the Government to do something
more than sit back and sa< that it is doubt-
ful and costly. and that thay are willing to
write millions of pounds off the scttlements.
The best way io tackle the question is not o
tallk about the costliness of a solution, but
to give the men who have taken up land =
real chance to make good. The Treasurer
also had something to sav in regard to soidier
settlement. He had this to say

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will not be in order in referring to a
previous debate of this session,

Mr. KERR: I am not referring to a state-
ment made in this House by the Treasurer.
His statement was to the effect that the
soldiers would not make as good settlers as
the ordinary person going on the land. I
have yet to learn that such is the casze.

The TruasTRER: I said that there probably
would be a bigger percentage of failures
with soldier settlers.

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman said that
the soldiers would not make as good settlers
as the ordinary person.

The TriasurER: That is absolutely wrong.
That is a garbled report. I admit that I
said that there would probably be a bigger
perceatage of failures with soldier settlers
because of their inexperience. ’

Mr. KERR: Because their selections
would not be so good in the first instance.
At the time that I recad the hon. gentle-
man’s remarks I took strong exception to
them. Let me cxamine the position and see
if the Government are justified in their action
towards the scldier settlers. There are two
kinds of settlers—those who have been
settled under the group settlement schemes
and those that have been settled under the
State Advances Act. Under the State Ad-
vances Act, 2,172 men were settled on the
land, and were advanced £998,000, of which
they have repaid £132,000 in interest and
redemption. These men were not settled in
groups by the Government. but took up
selections for themselves, and 2,000 of them
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have made good and have repaid the full
amount of interest and redemption, and in
1o case are there any arrears of payment.
That indicates that the soldier settlers are
us cood settlers as any other settlers going
on the land to-day. Under the group settle-
ment scheme the sum of £1,242,000 has been
expended, and only £27,800 has been reccived
in interest and redemption, which is about
oxre-fifth of the amount received from those
who selected their own blocks. On some of
the group scttlements some of the settlers
hsve made good where they have been able
to produce a marketable commodity in con-
nection with cattle raising, sheep raising,
dairying, pig raising, and the growing of
maize in the Atherton district. Many hun-
dred settlers are doing well on those settle-
ments carrying out those pursuits. They
have been ablc to make good on fairly suit-
able Tand; kut on the land supplied by the
Government—which is of second quality or
no quality at all—they have not been able
to miake good, and the Government are not
making an attempt to transfer settlers from
such places as Beerburrum. I kunow that at
Coominya and one or two other places, where
about forty settlers started on the land,
there are to-day no settlers on those blocks.
Hundreds of houses have been erected and
are now empty. Hundreds of chains of fenc-
ing have been crected at a cost to the
Government, and no use is being made of
them to-day. If places like Beerburrum were
only being given a trial, I would not raisc this
guestion, but the same state of affairs exists
vear after year. The settlers have met in
conference and have approached the Minis-
rer by means of deputations, and are still
dissgtisfied because that which should be
done has not been done. I know that some-
thing has been done to try and alleviate the
position, but the main thing is to take those
who cannot make a living at Beerburrum
and nlace them on decent blocks. It is
wrong to say that the whole of the country
at Glasshouse Mountains and other places is
composed entirely of sandy ridges. Action
should be taken to transfer settlers from some
of the blocks on Beerburrum; but some of
the land in that vicinity is most valuable,
and is cccupied more or less by independent
growers. One should not take up the atti-
tade that the whole of the land in the
district is unsuitable, because by doing so
it will have a depreciating effect on the good
blocks there. I will not deal any more with
soldier settlers, other than to ask the Minis-
ter definitely, hefore Supply is granted,
whether he will make arrangements to
transfer to «decent blocks those men who
have made such a request. It is better to
cat the loss now than to continue it.

The SECRETARY FOR Pusric Laxps: That is
not cutting the loss

Mr. KERR: What

suggest ?

does the Minister

The SecrReTsRY For Pusnic Lanps: It is
creating a new liability. Where are the
Government to get the money ?

Mr. KERR: I remember pointing out to
this House that the Government had not
tukken advantage of all the money that was
offering from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for a couple of years. That is a fact,
and to-day they are not going to take any of
that money at all, and, as a result, the
settlements are going to be a failure. If
the bron. gentleman will turn up the pages of
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“ Hanssrd,”” he will find where I dealt with
this matter. .
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS: Oh!
Mr. KERR: Yes, the figures will be found
there.
The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC Laxms: I ask
you now here you got the information.

Mr. KERR: I obtained the information
through questions that were asked on the
subject in the Federal Parliament, and from
Federal ‘ Hansard.”

The SrcrETaRY FOR PrsLic Laxps: You are
entirely wrong.

Mr. KERR: I am not. T know how much
cach individual settler was committed to
under the advance, I also know how much
the Government received, how much the
other States received per seftler, and how
much their soldier settlers received. If it 1s
not possible for one to make a comparison on
those figures, it is not possible to make any
comparison at all. Unfortunately, during the
last twelve months the people of Queensland
have had a good deal to put up with, and,
before Supply is granted by this House, we
can very well ventilate what is happening
ihis State. First of all. we have had various
Ministers taking up an attitude of personal
aggrandisement, such as the Secretars for
Public Works usurping the functions of the
Treasurer. We have had other Ministers
talking on the exchange problem.

Mr. Coruixs: And the hon. member for
Enoggera writing an article to " The
tional Review” on Queensland finance.
(Laughter.)

Mr. KERR: And a very good article. too.
While we have had this State constantly
struggling in a state of financial chaos caused
by the maladministration of the Government,
we have had the Secretary for Railways in

constant ““ holts >’ with rhe unions in his
department. These unions have been pulling
him and his Government to picees, antd

Ministers have been giving the whole of their
attention to these unions to the detriment cf
the State. We have had the spectacle of the
Secretary for Agriculture vacillating over the
ratoon cotton question—a question that is of
paramount importance te Quectsland., We
have also had him declaving that he had neo
knowledge of the levy made on the cotton
industry, and attempting to put the blame
for the whole matter on to the Common-
wealth Government. We have had the Go-
vernment appointing beards on their own
administration—boards to go into the posi-
tion of the soldier settlements—and. after
the boards have been operating in certain
directions, no result being obtained {rom
them, We have also had the faking of pro
paganda for the elections of the Metropolitan
Water and Scwersge Board by allegations as
to discrepancies in regard to wor rried
out by contract and day labour re vely.
We have the Government now faciug a finan-
cial position which they should hiave faced
instead of wasling the country’s 1moncy by
bringing up such arguments as were 1niro-
duced to influence the elestions of the Metro-
politen Wats)r and Scwerage Board. 1t scems
unthinkable that a Government should rake
up the mud they did in those elections v
to assist their party to get into pos
the board.

We have alzo had the unfortunate «
in regard to the position of Agent-General.
We have had all these things going on

Mr. Kerr.]
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indefinitely, and. immv oven with them has
been the internal srrike in the ranks of the
Covernment party. The position haz heen
ought about by the Ministers sceki their
rsonal  aggrandisement.  We o have  the
ier seeking a transfer fn the Federal
and the Seovetary for Publie Lanf
Secretary for Tablic \‘.c"
v o f alture, all :
position the Premisr now linlds.
\\'bilo all this internal strife oxi within
the vanks (f the (ﬂ)\mnment the mtare 1z
Lll'fh’l" and  drifring into finnneisl chao
and soan the Government will no
ahle

the

0 ¢ on.  We have hoes rold ded-
uitely during the last week or two that thor s
is a2 ach in the Labour partr. We have
had the Address in Reply moved b+ the her.
member for Townsvill At the oy inetion
= the hon. meuibe cech e & elaved
that the 171\])11 ition e countless vworkers is
te be found in socialism. No wouder tie
Government have taken their pr sont atii-
tzde ! No wonder the o have cowme to their
}mwm state of chaos To-day they a.e
cuibbling and fvding excuw:s. 7 ars
relling the workers that the cmployes an Ld the
rate of exchange ave responsible tho
shortuge of money. That shortag  of mone
referred  to im the  State  finances  hax
only been brought about by the attitude
adoptad by the Government and by their

‘ulnmu\natlon of this State.

Dealing with the question of immigration,
I would like to kunow if the Trrasurer. when
he was in the old country, was in agreement
with an Act that was p ed in Great Britain
in 1922. That Act provided that an expendi-
ture of £1,600,0C0 for the first vear and
06,000 a year for the fourtsen succeeding

: was to be spent on the Dominions. I
Want to kuow if Queensland is going to take
s share of the immigration provided for
7 that Act. I venture to say that, if our
yoliticians bow to Trades Hail domination,
they will not give aitntion to the expressions
of opinion m,n]o by the Treasurer in the old
connrry on this matter. It is all very well
for the hon. gomlanmw to discuss the ])101)10111
ot dinner parties and other gatherings on
e athior and to say that
if we are to main-
white Australia. What are wo doing
g about that Immigration?
to take advantage of Great Brirain

side of the world,
immigration is necessav
aln o

RILEY : Do rou want the morney or

rants? I do not think vou know.
M“ KERR: I do mot know what the
hon., member is locking for. Some action is

wholutely 1no<wb.uv in regard to immigra-
tlrm particularly in regard to our sccondarv
industrics, Wa st m,dea\'om to step what
s known as the = drift to the city.”  Many
hundreds are coming to the ciry and are
finding it impossib ]Q to get \1011\ We are
not Hrrahn;z with that dangpr in any shape
or form.  Rathzr than tackle the question,
the Treasurer blames the banks for not lend-
ing monev o those concerned in our primary
industrics.  Our secondary  industries are
equally as impor tant as onr primary indus-

{ries. Ir we hud no secondary industries we
would have to de )nml on the world’s pariiy
muech more tx(dll we have to do at present. No

atiention has been given by the Government
to the encouragement of secondary industries
in quomlanu The Government could stop
the drift to the city if they dpplOpI‘la!(‘Ll“
more funds for the assistance of the man on
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the land. Income tax, land tax. and other
taxation must be brought to a lower livel if
our sccondary industrics are to increase.

T want io recall the fact that I previously
rientioned that advantage was not being
111\01'\ of the Australian tariff passed br a
Nautionalist Government. We are not taking
the wdvantage that we should of that taviff.
We have cverything in our favour, and we
could very well start industries in this
eountry.  Let us take tannerics for a sravt.
Out of 164 factories in Australia Queensland
has seventeen only. The value of the outpus
of tanneries in Australia amounts to five and
a-half millions sterling, and in Queensland—
the State which should be well ahead in this
regard—the output is less than half a million.
No attention has been given to these marters
by the Government. Tren take the soap and
candle trade. The output for Australia is
something like £3.000,000, while for Quecns-
fand 1t is £280,000—one-eighth of the Aus-
trajian ouiput. The value of agriculivral
inple menl ploduccd in Quoeaaland iz onls
:810” 000, while for Australia the output is
£3.000,000. We are a primary producing
ceuntry and will produce later on, I hope,
a wvalue equal to, if not greater than, the
value prum\d in any State in Australi 18

vet  to-dav  we ave only nmnufa(numg
£100,000 worth of implements out of
£3.000,000 manufactured in Australia. Then

works. iron works,
is producing goods
while the ourput for

if we take engineering
e we find this State
to a value of £1,150,000,
Australia is £21.000.600. While all this is
going on, a great deal of credit has been
taken by the Government for placing orders
focadly. I venture to eay that. if hon. em-
bers opposite will turn to the reports of the
Agent-General for a number of years. they
will find geods to the value of tens of thou-

& of pounds have been imported from
(Great Britain, and this is still going on.

When they say that they are placing orders
locally they ave only dodging the issue. and
not stating the position honestly.

Then in rvegard to railway and tramway
workshops, while we have the largest mileage

of railway in Queecnsland, vet we ar: only
spending £1.000,000 on railway workshops
ainst £11,000.000 spent in Australia.

Tt is the sane if vou take biseuit factories.
jam factories, pickles, and boots and shoes—
1 fact, overvthing that you could possibly
menuon  in comnnection  with  secondary
indostries.  These matters ar? not reeeiving
the aitention that they should receive from
is Goverument.  The time must come = he

primary products of the Stats will
to by e’:])orted :nd our producers will
ti_accept world’s pavity, which will be con
siderably lower than the local market price
undny policy of fixation of prices. unle:

we give overy encouragement (o dar,
industries by a u‘dudmn of taxation. That
iz one of the simplest forms of encourage
ment.  Arother is security or a guarantece
of good faith, Lr\fmrlmar Iy our socialistic
(rxelmnnnr have not given that guarantoe
od faith. It is well known that various
rom the cld country have established
factevies in various Ststes in Auwstralia. but
wafortunately they have not come to Queens-
T'ud Some of the British chocolats 1%
have spent miliions of pounds in establishing
factories in the Southern States. Unless the
Lm\ernment are prepared to e ample
security and, if necessary, a reduction of the
whole of hn taxation for any new industry
for at least five years, no new isdustries will
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be started in Queensland.  Our policy is to
relicve from taxation for a period of five
vears any new indusiry starting in Queens-
land. and something like that will have

to be dons by the Government. If that were
dope, we should not have our primary pro-
ducers socking oversea  markets for their
byt rather would we have a larger
pepulation.  South Australia is a
progressive State than Queens-

=5ibly because they have a different
vt in that State, and they have
had ro urmg out trained artisans and skilled
men. It must be remembered that every
brought out here provides omplovment
Lo are unskilled and also for the
primary producers. It also increases the
conswiing power of that particular State and
of Australia. The development

[i1 2.} of secondary industry  should

receive our best consideration,

md seme definite action should be taken by
env Gaovernment which want to malke this
what it should be. TUnless we establish
ories in this State we cannot make sati
ory progress. To ignore sccondary indus-
and ¢oncentrate on primary production

alone shows a very narrow vision, and the
Government shoald rise to the ocecasion as
other Srate Governments have done. and as
the Comwmonwealth Government have done

by thewr protective tariff.  We should make
offort to co-ordinate the people 1 their

and net split them up in scctious.
should not  give more attention fo
vaionisim and  els organisation than we
Cive 1w nisation of secondary indus-
tries. If the Government do not wake up
to 1 e position in that regard. the fuct that
vie outside are unemployed. that boys

et getr work, and tho fack of mavkets
for our produers will renet on themsolves at
next genersl election.

Mr. MORGAN ’Uzui[lu} ire to say
a few words in respect to l’ndlti‘l\ of intere
to Queensland generally and my own clec-
orate in pdn\culdl I would like to mention
one or Iwo matters in vegard to which, in
my opinion, the Government are not doing
their dutv, and with a view to bringing about
an tmprovement. First of all, T would like
to diaw attention to what has happened in
the Tars <istrict with respect to the con-
struction of the Tara-Surat Railway. That
railwev has been in course of construction
close upon ecighicen months. In reply to a

51 which I asked the Secretary for
- few days ago, the hon. gentleman
t;;ld ne tl at. notwlth:.ran(hng the fact that

reilway has been under construction for
the last eighicen months, only 6 miles of
rails have been laid. Only a wverr small

number of workmen are employed, but there

s a staff of officers engaged. The
cfficers could easzily employ 500 meon: vet,
takon ol round. thLV have not been super-

w work of more than 100 men during
16d ocrupied in construction. W
we fiad such a large staff of officers engaged
to super such o small number of men,
is 1t any wonder that the cost of construction
i particular line—and this appliex to
©s in Quovnﬂ]mm—ls going to exceed
cent. or 30 per cent. the amount
W hxch it should be noce'sar; to spend on the
‘cost of eomstruction,

I also wish to refer to another important
matter—tihat is. with vespecr to the expendi-
ture on the Dawson Valley irrigation scheme,
information about which has been <upphod
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to me. T have been told by reliable persons
Hmt at the commencement it was costing

7 per vard to remove the mullock from
the chanucls, Contractors were preparved to

do the work at 2s. a vard. but. owing to
the interference of the A.W.U., who would

not aliow the Government—

The SecrETaRy ror Pustic Lixps:
told you it was costing 7= 6d. a yard?

Wir. MORGAN :

Who

T got it from the workers
themiselves,  Before 1 conclude I am going
to asl the ’\«Iiniitm to have an inquiry made
into what is really happening in respect of
money which is being expended in that
scheme. I am going to make other state-
ments. I have obtained information from
men whom I know myself, and they are
reliable men.

The SecrETaRY FOR PrpLic Laxps: Unless
you give me seme definite information as to
who the men are, I will not take any notice
of that.

Mr. MORGAN: In the first instance. I
was told by a man emploved on pick and
shovel work that it was costing 7s. 6d. a
vard to shift earth by pick and shovel when
it could have been moved at 25, a vard with
horses and ploughs and “COOPS, Will the
Minister deny that?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L\\DS T could
make good mones myself av 7s. 6d. a vard
{Laughter.)

Mr. MORGAN : This work was not done
by eontract—that was the unfortunate part
of it. The A.W.U. refused to allow the worl:
to be let by contract, and ir was done by
dax labour, with the vesult that 1t cost Tz, 6d.
a vard to shift the muliock when the work
could have becun done by more up-to-date
methe at a cost of 2: a wvard. I have
had experience of the cost of shifting dirt
in the construction of tunnels. In the Wim-
raera district in Vietoria. where I came from,
T was a member of un irrigation trust, and
several million pounds were expended 1n
channelling in the mallee countr hey
were mostly larger chaunels than are beings

constructed st the Dawson Valley scheme,
but in some inmances they were, perhaps.
smaller, and on the average the mullock

was being shifted ar a cost of 9d. a vard.
Tha SECRETARY TOR PusLic WoOBkS: Yes:

under sweating conditions,
Mr. MORGAN: Not under

ditions, Of course, work was
much cheaper then thsn it is to-day.

sweating con-
done ever sa
Work

which cost 9d. a vard at that time would
cost 25, to-day. It iz the «ame with ring-
barking. When [ came to Quecnsland first

I called tenders for ringbarking., which 1
could have got done at 9d. an acre; but a
man would require 2s. an acre now in order
to provide for the increased cost of living.

SecrrTaRY For DPrsLic Laxps: Do I
rrstand that vou vouch for the statement
that it cost 7s. 6d. a yard?

Mr. MORGAN: Several of the workmen
who are employed on the construction. of thesr
particular channels say so. At any rate, I
understand that the Minister is going to tal
rty with him to lcok over the works
at ‘no Dawson Valley.

The
tuling
are made.
the job,

\

ror Prriic Laxps: I am
cek.  All arvangements
wer your criticirms on

SECRETARY
them next
T will an

Mr. Horgan.]
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AMr. MORGAN: If the Minister is going,
and I am able to accompany him, 1 shall
only be too pleased to do so, because 1 am
interested in this work. Another reason for
making these criticisms is that I do not
want the Dawson Valley scheme to be another
Inkerman affair. I do not want the estimate
to be exceeded by 200 or 300 per cent. When
the time comes, owing to the fact that the
water 1s so dear to the men who take up
the blocks, T do not want to sce them coming
to the Government and asking them to wipe

off 60 or 70 per cent. of the capital
expenditure.,

The BSeEcrETsARY FOR PrusrLic Laxps: Nor
do 1.

Mr. MORGAN:
listen to criticism,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
the eriticism to be fair,

Mr. MORGAXN : I am prepared to produce
the men if necessary. The information I
got was given to me by men employed on
the work. I was told by a man who was
engaged there with a horse and team and
sccop that it was discovered when one of the
chaunels was nearly completed that it was
on the wrong lines. That man is a resident
of my distriet; I know him well, and he
would not tell me a lie. If that is so, the
Minister ought to kunow in the interests of
the Ntate.

The SEcRETsRY FOR PPusnic Laxps: There
have been quite a number of engineers sacked
on that job since I have been Minister.

Mr. MORGAN: I am glad to know that.
My experience is that generally, when an
cugineer or someone in a responsible position
iz making huge blunders, costing the Govern-
ment hundreds and thousands of pounds,

I want the Minister to

I want

therc is nothing said about it, and that
official 1s left to go on perpetuating his
mistakes in other places.

The SECRETARY rOoR Pursric Lasps: That

happens in the case of private enterprize.

Mr. MORGAN: Ixactly, but, unfortun-
ately, the (Government may only haul the
man over the coals bx letter and he does

not have to suffer the penaltr. First of all,
we should endeavour to get men of proper
qualifieations on our jobs, and then. if a man
miakes n blunder and it is proved that he
has done so, ho should not be retwined longer
at that work. I do not say these things with
vhe idea of gaining any advanrage over the
(Government; I know the Minister is not
responsible. My object in drawing attention
to this particular matter car in the day
is that the work, which is perhaps going to
oot millions of pmmd shall he done in the
proper way, and that the money shall not
be usclessly cxpended. es was the case at
Inkerman.  The Minister cannot deny that
Ve }'lave had =« terrible waste of money at
that place,

The S=crETARY rOR PreLic Laxns: Why do
vou not go down ro the Murray River and
sev some of the Irrigation =ettleraents there?

Mre. MORGAN

admit that in the carly
days. T think ander My, Deakin. the Vie-
rorian Government had to wip - off weveral
willions  of (*zmit‘l experded on irvigation
works.  But why do the Queensland Govern-
ment not endeavour to beneiu by the mistakes
smade by Governments in other parts of Aus
tralie instead of going on aw] })dwugb for
thelr own expert ence? It s I that experi-
cnce you pay for is the bwr (‘\1)I)ICULO I
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do not think so. T think if other Go-
vernments have made mistakes, we should
not follow them, but that we should benctit
by their experience, We should not do the
same thing «s was done on the Murray

River or in other parts of Victoria and New

South Wales,
The SECRETARY FoRr IPUBLIC Laxng:
new proposition brings new probiler

Mr. MORGAN: I admit that, hut it is
cenly right for members of P’whux went to
draw attention to these things when the work
is in its infancy. If the hov. member for
Bowen had drawn at‘rontlon to such things
when the Inkerman irrigation scheme was
in it« infancy, it is probablp that the same
amount of money would not have been
expended. That is why, at thi: early stage,
1 am repeating what 1 have been told ou
good authority—I have not been at the works
myself. I have also been told by a man Wlm
knows the country exceptionally well. and ha«
scen it under all conditions for the last thirty
vears, that the township site iz subject to
(locding; in fact, he sayvs that he has seen
it under water. Of course, when the Nathan
Gorge is dammed and the ﬂow of water is
prmgnred from coming down indiscrimin-
ately, the flooding will be regulated. aud the
township site may not at any timc be under
water.

Each

The Secrerary vor Pr BLIC Lixps: I had a
special investigation made of that matter by
surveyors in my department. Th ax that
the Irrlgahon Commissioner was g, and

What am I to <lo?

Mr. MORGAN: It is a vers difficult
matter, I admit, but I think it is ;o> duty to
point the matier out. As one who hus had
considerable experience in water counserva-
tion, I am prepared to admit that with the
controlling of the water it may bu possible
for the Commissioner to prevent the flooding
of the town, but all the same it cannot he

he says he is right.

dernied that the site has been flnoded on
very many occasions, and the same thing
may happen again.

I want to mention one other matter

which comes under the control of the Secre-
tary for Fublic Lands; that is, the withhold-
ing from settlers who have applied for the
Wire—nrrtting provided by the Commonwealth
Government because they owe the Govern-
ment for rent for perhaps ene. two. or three
vears, 1 have had cccasion durving thne la-i
few weeks to place several ¢ wiove the
hon. gentleman’s department.

The SecrrtaRy rorR PusLic Laxps: I am
not able to do angthing: the law 1: against
it. When the rvent is net paid thero 13 1o
security.

Mr. MORGAN :

L

The Rlinister could s

a point and allow the seitliers to wet ihe
nctting.
The SECRETARY rOomr Pusry: Laxus: 1 can-

not break the law.

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. g
breaking the law by not forfeiting th
selections. It is only a question of straining
a point. 1 have visited the departieent on
several occasions about other maf and
the officers concerned have been agreeable
to straining a point.

The SecrzTary ror PusLic Liwps: (ueens-
land is the only State which has taken full
advantage of the Commonwealth's offer.

Mr. MORGAN: We are not in the
nosition as they are in New South

sanie
Wales
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and Victeria, In Victoria evervone has his
five or six wire fenee and he does not need
netting, but Queensland is the home of the
dingo.

The SecreTARY FOR PUBLIC Laxns: We can-
not get netting for every pastoralist who has
a five-wire fence,

Mr. MORGAN: T certainly agree that the
nirmey was not given by the Commonwealth
to assist the big man.

The SecrETsRY For PrsLic Laxps: If vou
can induce your friends in the Common-
wealth to give us £100,000 worth of it, we
will take the lot.

My 2TIORGAN . T would like to see the
Government take, not £100,000 worth but
£1.000.000 worth of wire-netting, because
wire-netting is going to be the salvation of
Queensland. This State is the home of the
good sheep—the merino—and we must recog-
nise that, whereas we cannot always settle
people on land to put it under the plough,
hecause conditions are not suitable, yet wool-
growing is profitable, and a man can make
4 good living out of 1,000 sheep and upwards.
On the other hand, men who go in for
growing wheat and other Crops every vear
make a loss. It is not a bit of good to say
that wheat-growing will turn out a profitable
industry.  Take my own district as a case in
point,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Laxps:
have succeeded at Roma.

Mr. MORGAN : They have heen growing
wheat 2t Roma for about fifty v, and.
with the exception of about half a dozen, all
the people engaged in the industry are grow-
ing poorer,

The SECRETARY FOR TURLIC Taxps: Whe?
Peranse they will not cultivate their land.

Mr. MORGAN:
are not szuitable.

The SECRETARY FOR PrsLic Lixns: How do
those six or seven men continually get crops ?

Mr. MORGAN: These six or seven men
are enthusiasts—] know them mrvself. They
work their land nieht and dav. But .ven
rhough they are growing wheat successfully,
can they be compared with the men alongside
them who have sheep—on the same area of
land?  The Hinister cannet get out of the
position. It is no use trying to make the land
produce what nature did not intend it to pro-
duce. I say that in Queensland we should go
in for smalil sheep farms. If we can combine
wheat with woolgrowing, well and good; but
wheat will only be a side issue ; this vear it
nay be profitable, but next vear it may be a
failure.  If we can have small sheep farms
and raise sheep and woo! in that way, we
can make use of a lot of the land of Quoens-
land ro the hest advantage. Tt does not n
to harvest the crop in some cases hecause
the price is so low. Evervbody must admit
thar with 2,000 sheip a man ¢ make a
decont livieg, IF T had 2,030 merino sheen
2t the present time, T would be prepared to
gcr out of Parliament. I would be able to
make more money with 2.000 sheep than I
can get by being a member of Parliamoent.

Th(\. TrzaSTRER: Surely the hon.
man is not in Parliament for
aer aur of qr?

Mr. MORGAN: XNo: T am here for the
cood of the countrs. T have not made as
prwis out of Parlismnent as the Treasurer has

They

Because the conditions

gentle-
what he can
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done. T am not jealous, but T wish T was in
the ame boat as the Treasurer.

The TRUASURER:
bost was sinking.

Mr. MORGAXN : Theve is no need for any
p-rscnalities in connection with this debate.
(Loughter,)  Gencerally speaking, the people
outside form the opinion that members are
in Parliament for an ulterior motive. TPer-
haps that impression is created by the Press
and others, but I can honcestly say that Pax-
fiament has done me very little good
financially, and I think that has bcen the
casc of other hon. members.

I thought you said our

Let me now deal wvith the cattle industry.
The Treasurer has taken a certain amount of
interest in this industry; but he should take
a lot more interest and recognise that the
caitle industry is the second most important
industry in the whole State. The rest of
Ausiralia is in no wav dependent upon ths
cattle industry like we are in Queensland.
When we find that the second largest indus
try of the State is threatened, and has been
threatened for manv with ceomplete
extinction, then the Treasurer should take
a greater personal interest in the matter with
a view to bringing about a bett'r state of
affairs. At the present time huge fortunes
are being made out of the industry by those
cengaged in what might be called the
s'condary industrizs of the cattle industry.
The producers and the fattencrs of cattle
arc losing moncsy and becoming poorer and
poorer vear after year. The State stations
are a guide to what is happening. The
Government are the largest cattle owners in
Queensland, if nc. m  Australia, and the
Treasurer, having the State stations as an
example to follow, should taks a kecner
mterest in an endeavour to bring about a
botter state of affairs. I am not =aying that
the consumers of Queensland are getting
heir meat too cheaply. I believe they are
paving plenty tor their meat: but the trouble
15 the increased cost between the time the
b leaves the paddock and the time it

reaches the plate of the consumer. Huge
pronts are being made by intermediaries

We could inercase the price to the producer
by at least 55, per ewt. without incressing
the price 1o the consumer at all, and that
would place the industry upon a favourable
foundation. It is because of the existince
of State butcher shops that private butchers
are allowed to- make huge profits.  Price-
fixing has been done away with in connection

with th» sale of mcat in Brisbane and
suburbs, and the State butcher shops
have been allowed to extort bigh values

from the public o as to be able to make a
profit out of that enterprise. It is becaurc
of that that the private shops are making
the huge fortunes they are making to-day.
[magine fillet stealk at I1s. per 1b., and
rumy steak at 9d. per Ib., when the butchers
are te-day, and have been for years, buying
therr weckly supply at 2d. per lb.. with
the by-products thrown in. That statement
cannot be refut'd by the State butchers
or anybody else. This is a circular which I
reccived which was issued by W. Angliss an!
Company, Victoria, last December—

“We have for years endeavoured to
cater for this increasing d-mand and
nave made arrangements this yvear for
almost avlimited supplies of the varion
lines for which there is genevally the
croatest call, but in view of the unusually

Mr. Morgan.]
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large orders alrcady received for Quecns-
land ox tongues, which at the price
quoted are exceptionally good value,
would strongly advise you to order early
so as not to be disappointed.”

The above circular was sent to one of
the country butchers in Victoria. The
price quoted for ox tongue is 10d. per lb.
The average ox tongue Welghs from 5 1b. to
6 Ibs., and in Victoria the producer would
be paid 5s. or bs. 10d., each, whereas in
Qucensland the producer would receive about
o6d. In Queensland butchers can buy their
beef at 2d. per lb., with the by-products
thrown in. If a tongue is to be sold to a
retail butcher st 10d. per ib., then goodness
krows what the consumer will have to pay
for it. That shows what is happening
zenerally throughout the industry in Queens-
land, and the Government are doing nothing
to trv and obtain for the producer a fair
return for his cattle so that he can meet
his liabilities to the Government, instcad of
having to ¢ome cup in hand vear after vear
asking for terms, and asking to be allowed
to go free of the 10 per cent. penalty for
late payment of rent. It is a dreadful thing
to find that such a large industry is in the
deplorable condition that the cattle industry
1z In al the present time.

The Secrctary for Agriculture has caused
to be brought into this State six draught
stallions, and, whilst T admit that they will
do some goed, still they are not going to do
very much good towards the improvement
of the breed of horses in Queensland for some
time to come. The hon. gentleman should
double or treble that number. I understand
that the stallions cost 5.000 ouineas. and T
expect the upkeep is at least £200 per
annum. Would it not have been better if
the Government had subsidised some person
to the extent of £150 per annum for three
yvears where that person brought into a
district a stallion approved by the Stallions
Board, which T understand is now defunct?
In that case it would have cost the Govern-
ment £150 for three vears, and with the same
amount of expenditure incurred in the buv-
ing of six stallions thev could have had
f'!mty stallions in Queensland to-rday instead
ix, and the Government would have been
about a real improvement in the
breed of herses in different parts of Queens-

fand. The cost to the Government would
have heen less than the amount they have
expondvd to date. T believe it 15 a vory

good thing for the Government to
to improve the breed of heres
are justified in any action in that
but they should make the mone
dispogal go further than iz the ¢
The Government arve in the wrone in the
methods that they have adoptid up to the
present time.
We have only
tion of the St
£10,000 Tast

endeavoul

wot to take the illusrra-
butcherie: having les
wear, and the enly exeuse offared
by the Commissioncr for Trade
[11.30 a.m.] was that an individual of Sbuth
Brisbane comp(ted against them
and tnov had to reduce the price of meat all
over Brisbane. Just jmagine one private
butcher shop at South Brisbane compelling
the State butcher shops to reduce the price of
their meat in Brisbane and the suburbs to the
accompaniment of a loss of £10.000 A pri-
vate person owning thirty or forty shops
would have dealt with that situation bv sell-
ing meat at a low value in a shop in clos:

[Mr. Morgon.
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pro\m)n\ to the pl‘xco -cutting shop and not
i the whole of his sheps. The postiion is
that. if any of the private butchers resolved
to lose £2,0600 or £3,000 by selling meat at a
cheaper rare than a State shop in close

proximity to ir, thes could force the Commis-
sioner for Trade to lese a large sum of money.

- e
AIv. Corrivsg: You waust have been resd-

ing the hiztory of the Standard Oil Trust,

My, 2IORGAN: No. I have been reading
the report of the Cemmissioner for Trade.

\h Corrixs:
Oil Trust.

. MORGAN: That condition of
iz ridiculous, bur it iz rthe same in
rion wirh the whole of the State burcher
shops,  We cannot got the right meun for
them. If we do. they ave interfersd with
by others uniil they refuse to remain in
rhe employ of the State. The losses on Srate

Those are the methods of the

affairs
connerc-

srterprise amount to over #£1.030.000, {\:2\1
Weoare pay ing 55 per cent. interest on thar
Smml\ to try and justifs the

Corzmunistic poliey of the Tahour partv—

policy which the Communists of the p:mrv
are not satisfied with. I gather from their
debates in the strect that they are dissatisfied.

Hon. M, J. Kirwax:
listen to their speeches?

MORGAN: Yes. I was with another
hon. member who does not sit on this side
of the House. Some of the speeches were
interesting. It apypears that a cireular had
been issued {o the public giving the names
nf hon. members on the opposite side of the
House who favoured high and low wuages.
My, Thomas, one of the speale and it
would be of intersst to know whether his
spatement v a fact—made the statement
that the police had been detailed to gather
up the circulars to prevent them being
circulated. If that is a fact, it is duplomb‘e.

Hon. M. J. WiRwAXN:
taria would not have much
up circulars.  Thev are
hunting for criminals,

Mr MORGAXN: Ir is deplorable to think
that the poli should be ongaﬁ"d in such
ridiculous work.

Mr, CARTER:
members here.

My, MORGAN: Theve are some, bur the
Premier is not a native of Queensiand.
No. but he comes
that is free from crime.
MORGAN: The
that their permit

Did you stand and

The police in Vie-
I

time to gather
kept too busy

o

We nave a few Viciorian

My, CawTER:
country
TR
tended

1 rom a

alsn con-
mectings

speakers
to hold

were conditional on their criticism of the
Government bheing moderate and nor too
strong.,

.Mz, CartEr: They arve Victorizns.

My, MORGAN: I remember the time

when a previous (fovernment arrested certain
men for speaking without permits. Those
men chained themselves to the pos I woll
remember hon., members opposite ing at
what thev calied the injustice that was done
to those men by interference with the freedom
of sneech,

The SPEAWKER: Order! Ovder! The
The hon. member mu+t confine his remarks

ro the subject-matier befors the House.

My, MORGAN: I do not
down before referring to the

want to  sit
interierence
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with freedom of speech by the Government,
as I believe it 1s ona of our most important
liberties.
The SPEAKILR :
Ar. MORGAN:

Oxder! Order!

I am democratic enough

io think that you, Mr, Speaker, would not
interfere with the freadom of speech of any-
body, iaily hon. menlbms in this House.

There is another matter I wish to refer to,
and that is the shortage of trucks for the
railage of stock. Tt is very difficult for the
xan owner to get trucks because the big
firms, including the meatworks, order trucks
in advance and practically monopolise the
whole of the available trucks, If a small

cwman wishes to send one or two truck-loads
of cattle ro Brisbane, he has at times to wait
six or eight weeks. If he approaches the

Conunissioner, it is just possible that two or
three trucks are made available to him. Is
that v It is only right that the large

firms “should get their cattle down to the
market. but the whole supply of trucks
should not be reserved for them to the
detriment of the small man. I suggest to

the Minister that in future when allotting
trucks he should not allet the whole of the
wrueks cach week to those fiems who desive
o monopolise them, but that he should
veserve a few for the small man.

#l:0 desire to draw attention to the con-
(html of some of the Ntate schools in the
electorate of Murilla. It is probable that
State ~chools in other electorates are in just
ax deplorable and dilapidated & condition,
but I am speaking particularly on behalf of
the people I represent. Some of the schools
are =0 overcrowded that the children arc
comneiled  to be taught underneath the
schools. It very often happens that after
vain the condition of the ground underncaih
the «chcol iz such that the children cannot
be rauch: even there. The work of the
school 12 thus retarded, and the conditions
are a «izgrace to the department. Every
cffort =hould be made to malke the conditions
healthfu! to the children. There scems to
be no difficulty in spending thousands of
pounds in constructing large schools and play-
sheds in the city and suburban areas, but
anrthing secms to be good enough when it
come~ to the country distriets. I do not
ohj to the city and suburban children
having all the comforts that are necessary,
but ir 1s not right thar they should have them

to the detriment of the country children.
Before the city children have such comforts.,

the children in the bush should at least have
bare n ties. They are entitled to them,
and their wants should be considered before
the Government decide to spend the large
sums of moncy they are doing on buildings
in the city. Take, for mstanoo the construc-
tion of that Iarrre building at the corner of
Queen and (xoow‘fe strenh It may be neces-
sary: but why spend close on £200,000 on
that building when money is scarce and when
most of our Couuuv schools are languishing
for bare necessitie I am sure that there
are many schools in the electorate of the
hon. e >v_for Balonne that also require
atrentior Many of them should be burnt
as they are not fit for the children
mble in. The same thing applies to
the Murills electorate, I hope that, when
the Government ave allocating the amount
of money they have to spend this year. they
will ve every consideration and attention
to the rvequirements of the people who live
in the bush,

[19 Avcrost.]
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Mr. WARREN (3 urrumibn): Before you
leave the chajr. Mr, Speaker, I would like
to ger some information from the Govern-
ment regarding land settlement. I know that
the Government have sufficient force behind
them to put their platform on the statute-
book of Queenslard, but thev certainly have
1o desire to do thar. They also have power
to bring about the necessary reform regard-
ing land settement. I look upon the land
seltlement of Queenslaud as something much
wore comprehensive than the mere settle-
ment of ex-soldiers on the land. I consider
that the mismanagement of the Government
in regard to land settlement has been very
covsiderable,

Many thing: have been done by the
Goverument that have made the lot of the
man on the land a verv hard onc indeed.
The Seeretary for Public Lands will take
no blame upon himself. The hon. gentleman
has the business capacity to effect a remedsy.
He asked a liitle while ago. in interjection

to }')“3.]\91 fWhere will I get the
money ?’ hat is the whole rub. In the
firsr place, the whole scheme of land settle-
ment by this Government is wrong. The

scheme of group setrlement is nearly always
bad. Verv rarely has a group settlement
been successful. Take the group settlements
that were put into operation by the Hon.
J. T, Bell when he Sezretary for Public
Lands. Ir will be found that hardly any of
thoer sertlements have been successful. T
point this ovr becawse the present Govern-
ment are making the same mistake and per-
petuating the same blunder. I do not blame
a Govermment for making a mistake in the
first place.  Any man or Government can
make a mistake: but that mistake should not
be continued. These mistakes in land settle-
ment are not only a loss to the Government,
but to the individual sertler. The man wko
is placed on land that is unfitted for culti-
vation, and who spends some wvears of his
time and all his money on that land. will
noi azain take up forming operations. even
cn better land, wirh the same heart as before.

L

Therefore 1 say that the Government are
riaking a verry serious blunder, and should
review the whole of their land settlement
heme.

To stavt off, we
the whole ef vhe
rosdy for

should have a survey of
land of the State that is
arming operations. not only that

which is allotted to soldier settlements. We
should nor put men on inferior land. It
secnrs to me to he absurd fo put men on

Innd thar js unfirted for the purpose and
i= unproductive. You will not only cause
thete men to lose mor but you are taking
them awey from bherter and more productive
cverztions, We have any amount of good
Iand in the State, s» these men ave not going
cn poor land because there is a lack of good

land. Instead of waiting, like Micawber,
for something to turn up. the Government
shonld do scomcthing. I agree that the

Seepetary for Pablic Lands has a big problem
ro «deal with, rarticalarly while he is short of
money. T do not sympathise with the
Government because they are short of money.
The waste ihat has taken place durivg the
Iast few vears weould make anvy Govermmuont
short of moeney, but it would be cutting the
loss if we placed men on good. productive
land.

The Sesmretary For Pusnic Laxps: Where
are vou going to get the new money to put

those men on other blocks?

Mr. Warren.]
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Mr. WARREXN: You appear to get some
money for all your wild schemes.

The ©SECRETARY FOR PusLIc LAxDS:
Commonwealth Government have laid it
down definitely that they will give no more
money for soldier settlement.

Mr. WARREN: I

The

I think we have gone
past the stage of suldier settlement. Although

they say the soldier has been a failure as a
scttler, T contend that he has Leen no more
s0 than the average man. In many cases
the wrong man was chiosen to go on the land.
He was unfitted from health and’ other
reasons to go ot the land. Did suyone ever
hear of such a thing as picking settlers?
As a rule you do not pick settlers: they go
on the land haphazard:. vou take them as
thev ceme.  If there have been failures in
the soldier settlements in greater proportion
than in other settlements. 1t has been due to
the type of man chosen and to the inferior
land and general bad management on the
pait of the Government. Take those :zettle-
ments in rotation, and vou will find that
the worst was Coominya, then Beerburruni,
then Stanthorpe. If wou take the settlements
throughout the State. vou will find they got
worse as the land gor worse. Where thes
dicd best the land was best. This proves
conclusively to sny reasonable and thinkine
wan that the fault was not with the seitler
but with the system and the quality of the
lind. ’

The Secretary for Public
perfectly well that hv i only
theie men to be srarved
truth. ~ The hon. gentleman appointed a
Commission to inspect the settlements and
rake recommendations. and I defy him to
put the records of that Commission on the
rable of the House. The hon. gentleman
knows that he dare nor do it. That report
vould condemn him.

The SECRETARY ror Prscic Lixns:
report?

Mr. WARREN : The report of the Commis-
sioner.

The SECRETARY vom PusLic Laxps:
not got it.

Mr. WARREX: I

The ben. gentleman

Lands knows
waiting for
off. That is the plain

What

I have

know all about it.
i knows perfectly well
certain  recommendations  have heen
made, azud that those recomuendations have
1ot been followed out.

The SECRETARY FOR Prsric LAxDS:
have thev not been foliowed out?

AMr. WARREN : I suppose the hon.

Why

gentie-

wan will say on account of shortage of
maoney.

The Secrerary rorR Prpric Lixns: The
writing off has raken place.

Mr. WARREN: I amn not talking about
writing off.

The BreRETARY For Prstic Laxos: That is

what the Commission was appoinred for.

Mro WARREN: Yes. the hon, gentleman
vvaded the issue. The Commission did not
evade the issue. The Commission knows pes-

foerly well that theve ave settlers on soldier
settlements  to-day that have no possible
chance of meking a living from the land,

because there is not sufficient plant food in
that land.

The SEeRETARY FOR Purriic Laxns:
Commissioners have supplied

[Mr. Warren.

If the
you with infor-

Supply. [ASSEMBLY.]
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mation that they have not yet supplied to
me, they will hear about it.
GOVERNMENT MEVBERS : IHear, hear
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Lanps: Thew
are officers in my department, and I will
dismiss any officer in mv deparrment who
ha= supplied such information.

Mr. WARREN: I do not know about
dismissir I want to know if the Secretary
for Public Lands is going to follow out the
recommendations of the Commission. It is
quite time that the report of the Commission
was laid upon the table of this House.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Laxps: It has
not been given to me yet.

Mr., WARREN : It ought to have been. It
iz downright bad business that that veport
haz not been prescnted to this Chamber.

The SECRETARY FOR PULIC LavDs: You are
going to get someonc into serious trouble.

Mr. WARREN : The hon. gentleman is no
more sincere in his present Statement than
he was sincere in appointing that Commis-
sion, and he will not be more sincere when
the report is tabled. He knows perfectly
well that he is up against a proposition that
he is not prepared to face. It is no use any
cutside organisation trying to smooth the
Minister down. It is just as well for the
hon. gentleman to face the position. and it is
just as well for the Government to face it.
I am not going to mince matters with the
hon. gentleman. The hon. gentleman i3
r(’<p011~1ble for the actions of Mr. Covne.
and he is also responsible for the actions of
Mr. Hunter,

The SrECRETARY FOR Pueric Laxps: You arve
getting on a different track now. You know
the Commission was appointed to do a cer-
tain thing.

Mr. WARREXN: The hon. gentleman
evaded the principal ijssue. Instead of giving
the members of the Commission a free hand,
ke muzzled them. I am game to say that
the members of this Commission are going to
make a certain recommendation. At any
rate, if ther do not. they will not be doing
their duty. It would be a wise thing if the
Government. with all their strength behind
them, would show a little heart and a little
decency towards these settlers. I wants to
Om])hdﬂw again that there are portions of
the settlements that I am speaking of that
arc not bad, and with sympathetic treat-
ment the settlers would make a success of the
business. So far as land settlement generally
is concerned, unless there is more liberal
treatment in the matter of railway freights
and in other ways, we are golng to hfu'o a
big sct back. We know perfectls well how
few of the people at present on the land pay
income tax. Tt is absolutely astonishing how
few do pay income tax, and it would he a
very sahe business 1)10]30\1?1011 if the Govern-
ment, before it is too late, made the country
a little more attractive. In spite of all their
schemes. the man on the land is not getting
a fair doal He is not one penny better oh.
but he has to pay greater taxation. What 1
“mng te happen as a result of the increased
railway rates? Whom are they going io
}nt'? hey are going to hit one class—the
man on the land. The Government. without
any thought and without any consideration,
simply say. * We have to find s0 much mora
money.”  Why have they to find this money ?
It is because of their own recklessness. We
heard a dialoguc between the Secretary for
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Public Lands and the hen. member for
Murilla about the method of excavating the
channels in regard to the irrigation works
The Minister must know fhat the use of
shovels on excavation works is an obsolete
method,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
they were using them?

Who said

Mr. WARREN The hon. gentleman
knows they werce using them. The hon.
gentleman could easily have said, ©“ We are
using scoops,” or ¢ We are using some
different method,” but he did not. He evaded
the issue. He started to argue whether it
was Ts. 6d. or whether it was 2s. a yard, or

something else.
Th~ SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC L:iNDS:
about Warren’s Folly?

What

Mr. WARREN: Never mind about the
folly. The issue was whether these men were
using  scoops  or whether they were using
shovels. It is well known that the Govern-

ment alwivs adopt old out-of-date methods.
T do not want to be too hard on the Main
Roads Board, because it is a new institution,
and the Board had to find engineers to carry
out its works: but I was informed by the
chairman of the Landsborough Shire Council
that the first three miles of the road over the
Blackall Range cost £40,000. It was not all
on_ the mountain. Can you imagine three
railes of m=in road costing £40,0007? That is
another way in which thov are going to bleed
these people. The Covernment should not
be pushed into indiscriminate waste and
o\fra\dqdnt expenditure by their followers.
They should realise that 1hov should adopt
Lusmeu wicthods, and it is about time the
people of Queensland rose up and smd “We
will not have this sort of thing.” If the
Government desire to carry out their
soclalistic platform, they could ‘put the whole
of their platform into operation during this
session, but they are not sincere. Thev are
1:0 more sincere then the Secretary for Public
J.onds wss when he talked about this Com-
mission that he appointed and which he
nivzrled. He is not sincere about the irriga-
tion works.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WARREN: I want to deal with thesc
rrigation works. As a matter of fect, we
cannot sell the produce we are growing at
the present time, and the Government are
Luilding large uutratmn works although the;
lnov that irrigation settlements have been
a complete failure whercver they have been
tried in Australia. Yet in spite of that the
Goverament are spending an enormous sum
in conncetion with a water couscrvation
scheme that will be more expensive than the
Burrrnjack scheme and more expensive than
the Mildura scheme. The workers of Queens-
Jand are so blind that thev cannot ses that
in the ncar future these things are going to
fall back on themselves. I hope that the
Government will be wise, particularly in the
ratter of soldicer settlement and land settle-
ment s rally, and that they will adopt
better business methods.

Mr. FRY (Kuri’pa): At ihe outset, I want
tu support the remarks of other soldier mem.-
bers in this Chamber in advocating that,
instead of thu Secretary for Public Lands
allowinz soldiers to starve on poor land
that will not grow anything, he should use
the adv,\nmge that he has in office—his per-

f he has any, and his sympathy, if
dr'y—~to transfer these men from

Order !

he has
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Beerburrum and other settlements to land
or which they can make a living. It is the
desire of the peopie of Queensland. and of
Australia. that these soldiers should have
better conditions than those which have
already been given fto them. When the
soldiers were bemv placed on Beerburrun.
the hon. member for Murrumba said that it
was A most deplorabh gift of the nation to
her soldiers,

Mr. Harriey: He did not say that. He
said the land was second to none in Queens-
land for cirrus fruirs.

Mr. FRY : “ Hansard” will bear out what
I said just now.

Mr. Hartoey : Whar you said 1s not true.

Mr. FRY : It is perfectly true. This is a

question that musr be faced

Mr. F. A Cooprr: The Goyernor-General
satd that the Queensland scldier s ttlements
are the best in the ('ommonwealth

Mr. FRY: We know thet when the Go-
vernment take people out to show them the
jand. they shO“ them the best part of it.
When I went up to the Beerburrum settle-

ment I was taken to the miost succossful
setiler. 1 said to the officials, “ You have
been very kind to me this morning. I

would now like to look round

[12 roon] myself.” I and those with me

then went round ourselves, and

we vaw the other farms to which we had not
been taken, and we got the version of the
settlers there, which =wwas quite contrary to
the version given by the agent of the Govern-
ment.  As & matter of fact, one man said,
“ How did vou manage to get round to see
and I said that afrer thanking th-

officer who was showing me round 1 had told

him thar I wanted to leok about for my-
wolf.  Ile said. “If you had not come Dby
vours#lves, vou would nsver have scen these
farma."" I support other hon. members in

arlvocating that these men should get better
consideration and be transferred to blocks
which are morve suitabl..

AMr. Kere: And have a proper advance
mede to them.
Mr. FRY : I want now to refer to a matter

in which the Premier iz concerned. an
account of which appears in the © Australian
Scamen’s Journal,” of Ist August, 1924, A
most serious statement is made there, and. 1
it is true, it is a sorry thing for the State and
for the DPremier. It is signed by a Mr

O’Sullivan, who declares it to be true. Ir
is publisk=d in * The Secaman,” the officia
organ of the National Seamen and TFii
men's Union of Great Britain, by Thomas
Walsh for rhe Federated Seamen's Union of
Australia, at the hecad office of the Union,

Trades Hall. Melbourne, Victoria. The
paper which publishes it knows that, if it
cannot justify these statements, it is liable

for criminal prosecution for defamation. In
the interests of the public lifc of Queensland

th+ statement should be denied if it is not
true.  The Premicr should make a state-
ment, and if it is not true. he should take

action against the paper, and the person who
is responsible for the statement should be
prosecuted. T view the matter from a most
serious standpoint. I have brought the
marter up here, so that the Premier may have
an opportunity of denving the statement;
othorwise, it must go out to the world as
being an absolute f a swornh statement
published by a unionist journal. This is

Mr. Fry.]
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the statement, which iz headed * King
Theodore”—
* To the Ediror. © Seamen’s Journal.’
¢ My nams was mentioned 1n an dltl( 1o
by J.H.C.. under the heading ! King
Theodove the First,” in your July issuc.
“To those unacquainted with the full
facts of the matter it may appear that I
plaved a shadr part, or, at least, partici-
pated in certain deals referred to by your
correspondent.”’

Just to show that this is dealing with the
finances of the State, later on there is a
statement made that the Premier had pro-
mised to pay certain moneys out of the
finances of the State—
“In order to save any possible misun-
derstanding as to my appearance in Bris-
ane at the time mentioned by J.H.C,
and my activity there, I ask you to be
good enough to publish il following
statements.  They are extracts from a
sworn statement I made before My,
Arthur Rae, J.P., of ‘ Common Caus:,’
at Sydney, on 24th Decemiber, 1923:—
‘1 called at ¢ Smith’s,” . . . in
Novembor, my object being to get fixed
up with a job, and thus cstablish con-
tinuity of employment which
I felt would justify me in demanding
* Smith’s’ redemption of their promiss
to pay my fare from London to Sydney.
I asked McKay for the job thatr I kad
beon promized Ly cable. e =said
.o he wanted e t6 go to Bris-
bane as cditorial representative of
 Smith’s Weekly.” T said that whether
1 would go depended on what the job
was worth. He said £20 a week
Confidentially . we are ’nacking
Theodore. Next year he will leave the
State and go into Federal polities, and
he will be the next Labour Prime
Ministor, Tr will be vour job to,
under the lap, help Theodore, aud
<>])0»1h in the paper support. . .
“If vou take this up, and if you hLL
it, continued N fcK ‘there will be
a safe Labour seat in Ques 'nxhxnd Parlia-
ment for you at the end of ir, and I
assure you that ThvodOL will do any-
thing wou want.” I said T found it
more interesting  to  observe politics
than 10 partich in them. . . .
MceKay replied, do I
said < It sounds ¢ and T think Tl
go." . . . Mec added that the
matter was not finahizred with Theodore,
bt that in o« few days . . . he
would let mie know.

* I rerurned to my holiday, and . . .
wired L. z:s\ingif the matrer were
finalizsed. MceKay wired fAm
aow in correspondence on subject. and

when  finabise will  advise”
MceKav wired sgain, asking if T “could
conte up to B wvoand see him. . . .
¢ I saw MceKar. who apprared to he
miore curt than formerly. and who
grcoted me with V\(U that job is now
worth £16 a SAPPGe
vou should know R of thar £20
Theodore was w0 v a2 week,

Apparently he has en thinking over
it, . . . he can (,mv do £6 a week.

T don’t know, but { =appose 1t’s
beeause he thinks that's about all he
can go, end that. perhaps, he has less
o gain out of ir than ° Smith's.”)

[Mr. Fry.
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. . . McKay again assurcd me of the
certainty of Theodore standing to the
arrangement.
‘T returned within a few hours and
reopened the matter with McKay.
We  had another long and
heated argument After a while
P | dgleed to go up at £16 a
week.  He said, ¢ All right, that’s
settled. Theodore will pay you the £6
every week and we will pay you £10.
You will be put on the Government list
for publicitv oL
I took th» train to Brisbane. .
'lh(*odom asked me at the outset if I
ware aware of the exchanges of notes
between himself and McKay. He then
openced a general conversation on what
he termed was a false view prevailing
in the South regarding Queensland. He

said, * We are not Bolshevists, and we
want that made plain, for instance.’
We talked of the matter . . and

M. Theodore’s atti-

mdo. . He said, ‘I want vou to
go casy on that, because all the time
wo oare In correspondence  goveri-
mentally and confidentially on the sub-
ject” . . . He showed me this
. as his helper under the lap
. . . He said I was not to appear t¢
have favoured entree. ‘But,” he said,
“as I want you to use your judgment
and discretion if ever you think that a
situation warrants a :pecml statement
from me, you can draw it up. type it
out, and ‘aibmit it to me, and if I think
it 18 O.K. I will let it go through.
By the way—the matter of

There is only one way 1 can

I will arrange . . WP
vou out of the special con-
tingency fund of my office, which will
not be subject to serutiny by the Auditor-
General. This is the best way.’

‘On Monday (the Monday aft-r my
arrival in Brishane) when 1
Hincheliffe, business manager  {(of
*Smith’s ) told me hs had no letter
for me on the subject of my fare refund,
I showed my letter of 28th November,
and dictated a colleet telegram
addressed Packer-MeKay, in which I
said ¢ Received no acknowledgment from
vou my Jetter dated twenty-eighth.
Unless vou refund by 2 o’clock mv fare,
as pmmm‘d by cable, I cease work this
afternoon.’

‘. . . Theodore ’phoned me, and
eaid, * Mr. O’Sullivan, L received & wire
from McKay this morning, asking me
to hold in abeyance that srrangem-nt
with you until I hear fmt}n from
him. It's rather cryptic.” :

The SPEARER: Order! I would ask the
hon. member if the act 1s very much
longer. It appears to m~ that the h rlont
bcl, under cover of a discussion of gr
1s making a perronal attack on the Premier,
which I deprecate exc edingly.

Mr. FRY

money.
fix this,

We are asked by the Govern-

ment to vote woney for their use. and in
doing so we are entitled to ask how they
are handling the monev. 8o far =3 I an
conesrned, I know nothing aboutr ir. T ask
the Premger to defend the henour of the
Stare and of himself Premier institut-
ing a prosecution against the peopte who

ins ke these 41]0&‘\21013- or in some otlier way.
I it 1s true, we ought to know all about it.



Supply.

The TReasvrRER: I will give
apportunity fo mvestigate it.

Mr. FRY: I

you every

do mot want to make any
investigation at all. but. as I have the
atest respect for the Promier, in  his
sts T want to give him the chance of
e, {Laughter.! I may say that it is
.~i'_jj2n‘,~(1 by Chris. O’Sullivan. snd concludes—
" The original from which these are

"ﬂ en in safe keeping. ITor reliable,
open  investigation, I am preparcd 10
produce it,”

and this man to-day is emploved on the
stafl of the Sydney Labour daily newspaper.
T am here as a representative of the pecpile,
and I am only asking for information. I o
ot want under any civeumstavces to throw
saspicion upon any cne: I want to clear the
watter up. I wanr 1o have the matter
clucidated. and I hiope that the Premier will
clear it up.

Touching the general prosperity of Quecns-

fand. I waunt to say that we have noth
for which to thank the Government. The e
nrosperity that we see about us is due to

:muml causes and to the productivity of
the The State abounds in uamrzxi
‘om north to south and cast to wesr,
veryvwhere there are opportunities to pro-
dice those things wh ve can sell overseus
and which we need owrselves. and it is the
-rhlt_: of the Government to foster their pro-
duction.  Have they done so? I say thar
ANy Prosperits which is evident in Gueons-
land to-day is dus to the State's own natural
resourees and to the expenditure of a huge
aracunt  of borrowed money. During the
Buranda by-clection last week I went Tound
and listened to some of the sneeches—I did
noi tule much part in the contest myself—
(\nd if the people ouly knew what Labour
mbervs were saving and the truth which
not « \umed, they would have something
vorth thmkmrv about, This is a matter on

w Rich »,,\ should censure the Government,
hocan f they give mfmmatlou to the

Preaple, ho\v can the 1’\001)1(\ trust them or
how can the prople trust us?  Let me quote
f figures, to show how the position of

T te <uring the last ¢ight or nine tears
coirpares with 1ts position duving the eight
vears before this Gevernment took coffice.
L,o“, 18075 to 1914-15 the veccipts ro the

credie of consolidated
£46.237.378, as
during a

revenue amounted to
compared with £82.299.638
milar  period from 191516 1o

1922.23. For the first of those periods there
were eight surplus totalling £179.957.
whereas for the corresponding later period
theve was a net deficit of no le than
£052.048.  That reficers no credit on the
Government, and it is naturally a cause for
commplaint v hon. inembers on  this side.
Fron 1907-8  to 1914-15  direct  taxation
amonnted to £5,749,437, whilst in a similar

1oviod this Government collected £21.310,
il that despite the fact that ail e
falls ev on to the shoulders of
progueer the consutner.  The taxation
i o apita and in
The tot«l
sae
£88,000,000, and
had grown from
The inrerest on
from revenue during
increased from £257.000 10

73

and
i 1914-15 was £1 8s. 2d.,
had visen fo £4 4s, 4d.
iebredness Inerensed during the

1 £55.000,000 to

11 interest hill
o £3.500.000.
bt pavable f

riod

~MeNT MEMBER interjected.
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My, FRY : They ave true. They are sup-
plied by the Auditor-General, and I suppose
that if the Auditor-General supplied the
hon. member with information, he would not
question 1t. The Government have lost up-
wards of £11 000,000 on the ra,llways while
they have Leen in power. And, by the way,
when hon. members opposite ‘were talking
about the industries of (Jucensland they did
not tell the workers over in Buranda that
they had let contracts for iron and steel
bridees to Knglish firms when Quecensland

r could have done the work just as well
for a slight increase which was due to the
difference between the wages of the workmen
in England and those he1e and the fact that
over thore they work lonfreﬂ“ hours. The
inerease in fares and f1elghts on the railways
since this Government have been in power
has been upwards of 55 per cent. on the
average, «lthongh the Government told us
wst vear that it was 17 per cent. and 12 per
it. respectively.,  Since the beginning of
month there has been a considerable
ircrease, especially in fares which have te
be paid by people who travel on our trains,
amounting to 74 per cent. Moreover, o
find that the losses upon the enterprises con-
trolled by 1the Commissioner of Trade amount
to £567,355 and the profits to only £40,611.
The indebtedness to the Ireasury of those
vadertakings is no less than £2,214,751. On
the waining enterpriszes the losscs have been
£362,207 and the profits £8,893, with an
indebtedness to the Treasury of £1,114,503.
(i the sawmills there has been a profit of
£18,414, but the State trawler and steamer
shows a loss of £48,560, and the indebiedness
to the Treasury in respect of that under-
taking is £45792, making a total indebted-
ness to the Treasury of £3,454,814—a sum
which will become a dead loss, as it is not
possible to pay it bdck from Iocmg concerns.
These are some of the things which they did
not tell the people during the Buranda by-
election. The net loss on the State enter-
prises amounts to no less than 1,010,104, to
which have to be added unpaid income taxa-
tion (which would have been paid had they
becn run by private enterprise) amounting te
£164.925, and unpaid interest on capital
of £Y7.425. That makes a grand total loss

T £1.272,454.

Then, let me touch on agvicultural produc-
tion. We had the Secretary for Agriculture
1elling us through the columns of this morn-
ing’s paper ’rhat we are not producing
s rﬁuu't wheat for our cwn consumption.

It makes one wonder why that is so. It
should be the duty of the Government to
assi-t development so as to meet the demands
of the State. It was an awiul admission on
the part of the Minister to confess to the
Housewive Association of Xurilpa that
such a large and fertile State us Queensland
is not producing sufficient wheat to meet local

"‘qdl ent:. 1 am inclined to think that
the rhonage has been created by the expor-

tation of wheat, and we have now to rely on
the Houthern States for our supplies. During
the period 1907-14 therce were 20,257 sclections
of agricultural Crown land taken up, which
an arca of 11,518,780 acrcs. For
191522 the number amounted to
and the area selected was only

. aores,  There we have good cause
for compwmr and those figures disclose o
erievance which the pcop]e have against
the Uovernment for the way in which they
have carvied out their duty.

Mr. Fry.]
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The hon. member for Bulimba, when speak-
ing on the Address in Reply, referred to the
number and output ot factoriecs. The other
night at Logan road I heard him referring
to the unemployod insurance and the mater-
nity benefits brought about by this Govern-
ment, but he forgot to tell the people that an
Opposition member—myself—in 1920 advo-
cated unemployment insurance in this House.
Two years afterwards the Government
thought fit to bring it in. Hon. members on
this side advocated unemployment insurance
at that time because unemployment was so
scute, and is so to-day. I suppose there are
about 20,000 unemploved i Queensland
to-day. The same conditions exist to-day as
existed when 1 made the suggestion about
unemployed insurance, provision for nursing
the poor, which included maternity nursing,
bush nursing, and the extension of the
operations of baby clinies, which was asked
for in 1920 by me and made law three wears
later, but no credit is given to me—they
ciaim the lot. During the period 1914-21 the
increase in the number of factories was
shown by the following figuves :—

Victoria 1,103
New South Wales ... 1,087
Queensland ... 14
South Australia 109
Western Australia 199
Tasmania . 83

Quecnsland shows an increase of only four-
teen, whereas little Tasmania, which has
very little resources to support 1ndustlv, has
an increase of ecighty-three. The increase
1n the number of employees employed in
factories during the period 1914-21 was—

Victoria ... 26,477
New South Wales .. 32,265
Queensland (decrease) 1,034
South Australia 4,297
Western Australia 487
Tasmania 1,205

Queensland is the only State in the Common-
wealth which showed a decrease in the
namber of employces employed in factories
during that period. This statement shows
the comparative number of factories deal-
ing with primary products that are largely
produced in Queensland :—

! Vie- l New “ Queens-
Factory. | toria. | South | land.
i | Wales. ‘
Hides and skins i 48 ‘ 80 17
Boots and shocs Coo33L | 302 36
Wool and_cotton and i 19 9 2
tweed mills ‘ 1
Bacon curing .. .. 22 ‘ 19 6
Flour milling . - 45 62 11
Jam, fruit pre\cnm" 50 | 41 18

and pickles ' ‘ [

In connection with the latter we have only
sixteen factories in Queensland, notwith-
standing that we are producing fruit to such
an extent that it is going bad on our hands.

Let me now deal with taxation, which is
a most serious matter affecting the wage-
earner. I have pointed out on many occa-
sions that if a man is on the basic wage of
£4 per week, and taxes to the extent of 4s.
to bs. per week are levied upon him, then
his cffective wage is only £3 1bs. or £5 15
per week. By the time he pays £1 10s. per
weels for his house—which is an average
rental—and by the time he pays for food and

[Mr. Fry
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clothing and other neccessaries of life for
his family, matters press very heavily indeed
upon him, and he is compelled to ask for an
increase in the basic wage. The amount of
taxation received has increased from
£854,457 in 1914-15 to £3,330,885 in 1922-23.
Those figures indicate that in 1914.15 the
amount of taxation per head per annum
was £1 8s. 2d., which, for a family of five

persons—the basis dd01 pted in fixing the
basic wage—amounts to £7 0s. 10d. per
annum, or 2s. 8d. per week. In 1922.23 it

amounted to £4 4z 4d. per head per annum,
which means, for the same family, £21
1s. 8d. per annum, or 8. 1ld. per week. If
the wagc-earner has to foot such a heavy
taxation bill, then, instead of getting an
cffective basic wage of £4 per week, he
receives less than £3 12s. per week. The
public debt has increased from £56,869,000
to £88,005,000, or an increase of £31,136,000
in eight years—approximately £4,000,000 per
ammum. The average increase under all
previous Governments was approximately
£1.000,000 per annum. The annual interest
on the public debt has increcased from
£1.975,000 to £3,589,000, or an increase in
cight years of £1,614,0600. In other words,
the annual interest bill has almost doubled
in cight years. It is just as well that the
pubhc should know the increase per head in
the mtem%\ on the public debt, so that they
can ““call the bluff” of hon. members
opposite.

The interest on the public debt for the
vear 191415 was £2 18s. 5d., and for a
family of five persons £14 12s. 1d., equal to
5s. Td. per week., In 1922-23 the interest on
the public debt was £4 10s. 10d. per head,
or £22 1ds. &d. per annum for a family of
five persons, equal to 8s. 6d. per week.

When the Government come and
[12.30 p.m.] ask for an advance, these facts

make us wonder whether we are
altogether justified in giving them what they
ask for to continue the government of the
country in this way. We want better and
more eflicient service shown. We want a
service that is going to be of benefit to the
State. We want to get a broad national
outloock upon the State, its advantages, and
its opportunitics, Let us do something to
help on the State in that direction.

The wage question was settled in this House
last week, and it is therefore hardly neces-
sary for me to draw a comparison between
the wages paid in Victoria and Queensland,
but in every case, w ith one or two exceptions,
Victoria stands in the better position. Surely,
if Victoria can pay theie wages, Queensland,
with all the resources it has at its disposal,
should be able to pay similar wages. Whas
do we call an effective wage? I would like
to know from hon. members on the Govern-
ment side their views on the question. We
have seen them vote on the question. We
have seen men with heads of brass and feet
of clay standing up before us and delivering
speeches, but immediately criticism was
divected to their weak ankles they tumbled
down. Would they like to be living under
present conditions and endeavouring to keep
a family on a small wage while the Govern-
ment were mismanaging the affairs and
wasting the substance of the State? These
things can be remecdied by better manage-
ment, organisation, and administration.

Let us take the figures in relation to the
cost of living, The following figures are
talken from the report of the Commonwealth
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Statistician  for the quarter ended 3lst
December, 1923, page 71, and show the

increase in cost of food and groceries in the

various States since st July, 1914:—
Per cent.
Queensland 65.3
Victoria 59.5
New South Wales 58.1
Tasmania 53.0
South Australia 52.4
Western Australia 28.2

Victoria, New South Wales, South Australia,
and Western Australia up to that time were
«controlled by a Nationalist Government.
South Australia, however, was governed by
a  Liberal Government with Sir Henry
Barwell as Premier. Qucensland has always
had the 10\*\9% cost of living and still has,
because it is a primary-producing State.
We are producing right at our doors the
very foodstuffs we consume. For that rcason
we should be able to live very much cheaper
than other States, but the cost of foods is
steadily on the increase. The Government
came into office on the promise that they
would reduce the cost of living by giving
to_the people cheap food, but they have

failed to carry out that promise. In view
of that, it 1s worthy to note that the
Secretary for Agriculture has confessed

that we are not producing sufficient wheat
to supply our own demands. We find
also that the very boots we are wearing—
not my own, because I try to buy local ones
—are imported. Our hides are sent down

South, and are returned in the finished manu-
factured article of boots and shoes.

Mr, Kegr: Why?

Mr. FRY: Let the Government answer

the question. These are questions which
require very serious consideration from those
who have the welfare of the community in
their trusr, It is possible to remedy this
state of affairs.

There

are other matters which should be

vontilated before this House votes the Go-
vesmment any more money. (ne important
matter is that of facilities in South Bris-

bane. I come on to this matter, not because
it 1s altogether one which I, in preference
to other hon. members, should deal with,

but because it is a national question. There
is a dry dock in South Brisbane, but its
capacity is so limited that it <oes not permit
farge vesscis to be docked there. I might
in this connection quote from the remarks of
AMr. . Burke. the Secretary of the Seamen’s
Union. He cstimates the loss to Brisbane
through the lack of adequate dock facilities
at £253,000 per annum. This means that our
foundries are idle when they should be work-
ing. and ironworkers and dock hands are
forced to take holidays when they should be
earning wages. There can be no gainsaying
the fact that there has been wasted on
socialistic experiments, motor cars, and other
luxuries suflicient money to have built a
first-class  dock capable of meeting the
1pquuomonts of the State for many years and
thus providing permanent work for hundreds
of men.

We know that many of the State schools
are in a dilapidated condition and require
painting. We know that many of them are
overcrowded. I hope that 1 am quoting
the late Secretary for KEducation right. I
saw from an extract of a speech he made at
Woolloongabba that he said it was criminal
to send children to school when they could

1924—1
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not be properly housed through the schools
being overcrowded. If that is so, why are
parents forced to send their childven to
overcrowded schools? That is a just griev-
ance for hon. members on this side of the
House to ventilate.

There is also another matter in connect-
tion with South Brisbane that is of vital
importance, and that is the question of the
removal of the railway level crossing at
Woolloongabba. 1t is a dangerous crossing,
and affects four or five street intersections
I have experienced the trouble that occurs
there, have viewed the pedestrian and
vehicular traffic, and I say that, if money
had not been squandercd by the Govern-
ment in their administrative acts and wild-
cat and speculative schemes of various
descriptions, but had been saved, this diffi-
culty could have been remedied.

I wish to say 1n conclusion that we must
pass this motion to give the Government
money to go on with, for two reasons. The
first reason is because the Government have
the majority and can outvote us.

The second reason is that, if we do not do
50, the public servants will not be paid. We
want to see them paid. We believe that every
employee in the public service is efficient and
worth his job. If he were not doing his job,
then the Government would have told us so.
If he is doing his job, he should be well paid.
I think that, if he has always been doing his
job, he should not have been subject to the
5 per cent. wage cut. T am not a supporter
of low wages and of lo ong hours. I think that
a man is worthy of his “hire. If a man uses
his brain to improve his job and the work he
is doing, then he is entitled to the best pay.
If he is merely going about the job carelessly,
that is a matter for the attontion of the
supervising organisation. The attack shouid
be made upon the organisation, and not upon
the individual. We must vote this money
to allow the public servants to get their pay
and keep their wives and families going,

Regarding the question of the 44-hour week,
I do not thmk it is asking too much. As I
have said bifore, a working man who has a
family to keep is entxtled to every considera-
tion. Only yesterday a man camc to my place
looking for work. That man wanted work
badly. I had pity on him, and without goint
too far into the case, I may say that he merited
the assistance given to him. He did not ‘.«'am:
money; he wanted work. I got him work
His case is the case of many thousands of men
in Queensiand. Thirty thousand un mployed
is the estimate put down for the State of
Queensland.  All those unemployed are not
registered at the Labour Bureau; many men
say that it is useless to 1eg1stelﬁthat they
cannot get work by doing so, and those men
are endeavourinﬂ‘ to get jobs for themslves.

Whilst we arc called upon to vote this money
for the use of the Administration, we shouldl
not let the vots go through without severe:y
criticising the Gmelnment and the careless
and ineflicient methods they have applied to
their administration in the past.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) : Before rising
to speak, 1 gave hon. members opposite a
chance of rising and ventilating their griev-
ances. We all know that hon. membels behind
the Governmsnt have many more grievances
than hon. members on this side of the House,
and it is desirable that they should express
those grievances. I will endeavour to do whas
I can to assist them while I am speaking.

Mr. Deacon.]
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I think that, at least, hon. members opposite
and 1 have one comimon grievance. We would
both like to get rid of the present Ministers.
There one thing that is lkeeping the
Ministry in offic'—a thing that 1s npot at
all fair and which should be remedied—
the present state of the constituencies. I shall
give the numbers on various rolls and draw
a comparison between country and city elec-
torates. It was undesstood that, when the
electorates were rearranged by & Commission,
that Commission allowed one-fifth above and
one-fifth below the quota in order to arrive
at the difference between city and country
electorates. My comparison will show how
the scheme works—

C'OUNTRY. CTeY,
No. of No. of
Tler- Elec-
tors. tors.
Aubigny 6,002 Brisbane . 5,881
Cunninghanm 6,292 Mackay .. B
Wide Bay (tympie
Carnarvon . Townsville
Warwick .. tockhampton
Dalby .. Maryborough ..
Nananeo Cairns
Bundaberg
Murrumba Toowoomba
Cooroora South Drisbane 7
Burrum Keppel . 7
Tassifern Ipswich 7
Burnett Jacham .. 9,030
Lockyer Charters Towers 4,237
Alvert Buranda 6,804
e S Maranoa 4,969
Murilla *  Flinders 2,161
Mr. ¥F. A, Cooper: Are you advocating

ancther redistribution ?

Mr. DEACON: I am advocating a fair
zistribution—something that will give coun-
iry members a fair 1eplosontat10n in this
Parliament. All through the country eclec-
torates the proportion is very much the same,
sud it is scandalous to think that the country
people have so little representation as
compared with the towns.

Another grievance that the country has
against the Government is because of the
increase in railway freights. The Govern-
ment, in order to raise further money. have
increased freights, and the trouble is that in
many instances they have increased freights
with” falling prices.” T have often heard “the
Secretary for Railways say that the Govern-
ment believe in running railways in order
to encourage settlement in the countrs. They
have eudentlv given up that idea mnow,
hecause in some instances they have mcreaqed
the freights although prices have been
sicadily declining.

A GOVERNMERT MEMBER : Wool, for instance

My, DEACON : Wool can bear an increase
very well, but in other cases prices have been
falling for the last twelve months, vet the
1101‘Thta have been increased. The policy of
the Government in regard to the railways
certainly needs altering. If it is necessary to
pet more money from “the railways, then the
mereased burden should be more fairly dis-
tributed, and industries that ave hard pushed
at the present time should be given a little
relief. At the present time industries in the
city are favoured as against country indus-
tries. Under the present system it is almost
impossible for flour-mill to exist in the
country unless 11 has sufficient local trade
for its output. There is no possibility of a
country flour-mill securing an export trade
except at @ great disadvantage as compared
ro the city mills. That is an unfair distine-
tion to draw between city and country mills.

[Mr. Deacon.
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At present every country mill is dkruasing'
ways and means of shifting to the city, It
is not a good thing for the city to have
everything brought to it, and it is not a good
thing for the country, and the Governmens
should devise some means of assisting country
industries,

We are voting the Government a large sum
of money, and some of it will be expended
on the Council of Agriculture. When we are
spending money on that body, we should
insist that it should make better use of the

newspaper published by the Council. It is
not an agricultural newspaper at all., The
articles contained in that paper are not
always correct, and they are verv often

unfair. They are always semi-political, and
the paper is regarded with a great deal of
contempt by the members of the Local Pro-
ducers’ Associations. It does not occupy the
position it should, and it is @ pity to vote
any sum of money to be wasted in that
direction. I hope something will be done to
improve that paper.

I am sorry that, in spite of all the money
the Government are spending, it is not
intended to buy any further stallions. 1 do
not want to discuss the stallions purchased
last wear, but it is a pity they bought such
stuff. The Government could do & large
amount of good by introducing one Uood
horse a year. It would be much batter to
buy one good horse than six inferior horses.

Hon. M. J. Kmway: What was wrong
with those purchased last year?

Mr. DEACON: They were very inferior
horses. .

The Premier: The authorities who were
advising the Government said they were very
excellent stock, and they were purchased by
an expert.

Mr. DEACON: I never heard any good
judge of stock say they were excellent stock.
T understood the man who bought them said
they were the best he could got for the
money. He was sent to buy six horses, and
he bought the best six he could get with the
morey, but they are Just ordmarv stud
horses. They would bée all right for an
ordinary stud farm; but When the Govern-
ment introduce statlions, they should intro-
duce high-class horses. There are plenty of
fair stud horses in the country.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE : If there
are plenty of good stud horses in the State,
there is no occasion for the Govermment to
purchase any.

Mr. DEACON : There are plenty of fair
stud horses in the State, but there is the
glov‘eﬂt difference between an ordinary fair

tallion and a stud ho1se Any breeder
undomtandc that = stud horse is one that is
wind for getting stallions while these others
gct horzes that arve only fit for geldings. If
the Clovernment are going to spend any
money at all m this direction, thov might as
woll spend £1,000 on a re !v goed ho

The SECRETAR: FOR AGRICULTLRE. You are
a very ungrateful man.
Mr. DEACON: I am not ungrateful. If

the hon. gentleman wants to see what a good
horse is like, he should lock at the illustra-
tions in the © Australasian ” a few weeks ago
of horses imported into Victoria. Tha<e arve
high-class horses.

I do not want to criticise the Gov crpment
in regard to any other matter. but I would
like a railway or two in my electorate, and
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I hope that will be borne in mind. I want
several schools, and also want a number of
schaools painted. I want to see the public
buildings 1 all parts of the country kept up
as they ought to be kept up. The Govern-
ment are allowing public buildings to deterio-
rate, not only in my electorate, but in alil
parts of the State. Tven in the electorate
of the Secretary for Public Instruction there
are buildings that need painting and repair.
It is not & wise policy to allow these build-
ings to deteriorate for the want of a little
expenditure.

2 pm.]

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): In speaking
to the question, *“That you do now leave
the Chair,” Mr. Speaker, I think this is an
apportunity that we on the Opposition side
should avail ourselves of, more particularly
in view of the events which have taken place
and the admissions that have been made
recenutly by the Premier and the Secretary
for Public Lands, Speaking the other day
at the official luncheon at the Exhibition,
the Premier made use of certain phrases
which have been ably dealt with by the
leader of the Opposition; but, notwithstand-
ing that, I propose to state my own view-
point in that connection. During the course
¢f his speech. the Premier is reported in the
“ Daily Standard’” of 14th instant as saying—

“There is one difficulty which is caus-
ing a little anxiety. I rcfer to the monc-
tary stringency. The scarceness and
Cearness of money is hampering develop-
ment in rural industries and the position
is accentuated by the adverse exchange
situation between England and Australia.
The banks attribute the difficulty to over-
cxpenditure by the various Governments
and the excessive issue of Australian
loans in London. Personally, I do nct
believe that is the correct explanation.
Assuming  that over-expenditure has
imposed too heavy a drain on the credit
resources of the country (which, I believe,
accounts for .the present stringency), I
am of opinion that the banks and pri-
vate concerns, and not the Governments,
are principally to blame.”

It scems to me that that is just like the little
bov who, finding himself in a very difficult
position, made an c¢xcuse, If the Premier
with his colleagues can only transfer the
blame from themselves and put it on to the
Taanking institutions, he mnaturally thinks
thot ther will be doing something wonder-
fully ¢lever. I want to tell the hon. gentle-
man that the objrctive of the Labour party
i mething that does not make for the
ucement of the industries of Queensland.
Tr 1= admitted by the Labour party that thev
arc out for the socialisation of industry. It
is all verv well for the Premier to blawe
banking institutions and private companies,
Lur T say nnhesitutingl that those institu-
rions have done more and will do more for
the advancement of this wonderful State of
curs than the gentlemen who are occupying
the Treasury lenches, I do not suppose 1t
i ble to get hon. members sitting behind
Premicr to accept the dictum that we
zre living in a fool’s pavadise, but the sooner
the people of this State realise that the
Lotier it will be. When the Premier made
the speech I referred to, it was followed by
a very able speceh from his licutenant, the
Seceretavy for  Public Lands, which was
couched in very strong terms.  Hon. mem-
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bers wiil remember the remark which the
Secretary for Public Lands made. He said,
“ I suppose some of you think that I cught
to go on the Opposition side and make this
speech,” which led one to believe that he
was practically criticising the Government
in regard to the spendthrifi attitude which
they had adopted. The sconer the Premier
and his colleagues face the situation, as I for
one thought they were going to face it the
other day when the Secretary for Public
Tands told them that owing to adverse cir-
cumstances—owing to the stringency of the
money market—it was an impossibility to do
certain things which were part and parcel
of the platform of the party, the better it
will be for the countrr. When the hon.
gentleman said that I was under the impres-
sion that he saw a way out. I thought that
he had seen the light. I do not know whether
he is buoyed up by the viclory which has
been accomplished in Buranda or not, but the
fact remains that until the Government and
their followers realise the danger of the
position—and cvidently the Premier does—
so long shall we be up agaivst this position.
Undoubtedly the Secretary for Public Lands
did right in trying to draw the attention of
his followers, and indeed the whole of tho
Governments charged with the administra-
tion of public affairs vight throughout the
length and breadth of Australia, to the fact
that their continual flooding of the money
market to get loans is not going to ao any
good. XFurthermore, the borrowing craze of
the Government seems to me most peculiar
in the face of their policy, according to
which they do not helieve in borrowing at
all. In that connection you may remember
the attitude that was taken by the Premier-
Treasurer and Mr. Fihelly in that wonderful
pamphlet issued by them before the 1915
election, in which there is just one clause to
which T would like to draw the attention of
the Premier. Dealing with what they
tormed the spending habits of the Liberal
Governments who preceded them, thev said—
‘“ No matter how vou look at Liberal
Finance, its blunders are amazing and
appalling. Those who reap the advan-
tages of its looseness are the land
monopolists, the powerful financial insti-
tutions whe opposed the formation of the
Commonwealth  Bank, and  Vested
Interests generally.

“ Tt is to their advantage to have this
scandalous Deficit and Loan svstern per-

petuated.

“The worker is the person who suf-
fers; the producer is the person who
pays.”’

Contrast that with what ther did when they
attained office. In 1815 the public debi of
Queensland was left at £56,869,000 br the
Liberal Government, This Government—which
talked about proper methods of finance being
the test of govermment—iaised 1t to
£88,005.000 in 1623, The interest ir 1915 was
£1.975,000, and in 1923 it had increased to
£3,589,000. Now I want to emphasise that
voint. If, as they say, the worker is the
person who suffers and the producer is the
pereon who paws, how do they think they
Lisve treated the worker and the producer?
in 1915, £55,868,020 spent according to them
in gross mismanagement by Liberul Admin-
istrations ! In 1923, they have increased
that amount to £63,005,000. and they are
«till looking for morce money ! The interest

Mr. Maxw:ll ]
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charge on revenue for pericds of eight years
under the two Administrations was £3,259,000
and £12,544,000 respectively. And it is
not as if this Government had not had
plenty <f money to spend. In 1915 the
revenue was £7,202,.000, and in 1923 it was
£12.599,000. The Government cannot say
that they have not had plenty of money to
play with, and, swhen the Treasurer makes
the statement that the banks are to blame, I
say unhesitatingly that he can only blame
himself and his colleagues on that side of
the House.

The TREASURER: You did not listen to my
remarks very carefully.

Mr. MAXWELL: T did listen to the lhon.
gentleman, and I have always listened to
him, but I rcally and truly do not know
how to take him, because one day I find
him saying one thing and the next day
he is indicating something else. One day
I look upon him as a strong man, and the
next day—I would not like to say he is a
jellyfish—he is very, very slippers.

The TRrASURER: I did not criticise the
banks. I explained that they had advanced
£2,000.000 and at the sume time they were
criticising tne Government for over-expen-
diture.

Mr. MAXWELL: Why should they not
eriticise the Government? The business men
in the community do not come to the Go-
vernmien: to help them to conduct their
businesses. Ther go to the financial institu-
tions. If the Government or any other
Government are going to do anything that
is going to reotard development, then the
banks and private companics are perfectly
justified in criticising the Government. After
all, did not the Treasurer have to make
an arrangement with the private companies
and the banks in FEngland in connection
with the renewal of loans?

The TrEASURER: They are not criticising
us for our public expenditure in Queens-
land.

Mo, MAXWELL: I am glad the hon.
gentleman admits that. I was under the
impres-ton that, when the hon. gentleman

went home, there were a number of com-
panies who were doing that.

The TreEastRER: No—The Australian
banks. As a matter of fact, I have received a

letter from a banker in Queensiand since
I made my statement, and he says that he
entirely endorses what I said.

Mr, MAXWELL: I am dealing with this
matter from my own viewpoint, and in my
humble opinion the Treasurer is excusing
himself for something that has eventuated,
and now wants to shift the responsibility
from himself and his colleagues on to the
banks und private companies.

Th~ Treasurkr: The hon. gentleman is
misquoring the position.

Mr. MAXWELL: How is it possible for
the Government to assist in the development
of the industries of the State under their
policy ¥ We must look to the financial institu-
tions and private companies for monev to do
that. We hear a lot of talk about capitalists,
but I consider the only capitalists we have to-
day are the financial institutions. Take our
business men of to-dav—the men whom an
attompt iz being made to strangle in their own
industrivs, I say without fear of contradiction

(&fr. Mazwell.
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that they, like the Government, are depen-
dent upon financial institutions to carry
on their business, and the sooner the
Government realise that the better it will
be for Queensland, and the sooncr they
wake up to the fact the sooner they will
get out of the fool's paradise in which they
are living. I was very much impressed by
the speeches delivered by the Treasurer
and the Secretary for Public Lands the other
day, and I felt that we were at last getting
somewhere; but it seems to me that the
admissions that wo got from the hon. gentle-
men were only made in order to whip some of
their supporters into line.

Mr. Corrixs: The hon. gentleman must
kave had some experience of whipping in
his time.

Mr. MAXWELL: I have never had as
big a whipping as the hon. member for
Bowen had. Tle was well and truly whipped

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: No, he was not,

Mr. MAXWELL: I notice that, whilst
he was a good squeaker some time ago, he
is very, very silent now. The men whom
the Treasurer wants to deal with are men on
his own side, and not on this side. I suppose
the Treasurer considers that, having
explained the financial position to_the satis-
faction of the Central Political Executive.
all is right, but all is not right to the satis-
faction of hon, members on this side.

Mr. Kerr: Or Queensland gencrally.

My, MAXWELL: I am not detracting
from the good work which the Treasurer
did in London, but I want to emphasise
that it is a pity that he did not take the
same course in 1920, I believa that he would
have done so had it not peen for those
behind him.

Mr. Kerr: Not according to his speeches.

Mr. MAXWELL: The Government have
sunk a lot of monev in State enterprises.
Some time ago the Treasurer admitted thet
the whole position in connection with State
stations would have to be reviewed. How
much further have we got in that connec-
tion? The money of the people is still being
thrown into these enterprises. I find that
up to 30th June, 1923—the latest figures
available—the position with regard to State
cnferprises was—

Net ‘ N:tﬂ

Enterprise. Profit. | Los
State Stations .. .. o J 572,818
Butcher Shops 1,703 | N
Produce Agoeney .. rdf,(// 7
Cannery e ‘ 53.064
Hotel .. 8,475 e
Tish Supply .. .. .. e 35,745
Railway Refrezhment-rooms 30,443 ..
Sawmills .. .. 18,414 i e
C'oal Mines .. . .. ! 49,] 1,0
Arsenic Mines .. .. .. I ,—AVAFED !
Chillagoe Mines and Smelters | .. i 178,656

We all know of the statement made by the
Secretary for Mines that this_enterprise was
going to be conducted on business lines, ‘but.
if a business man had conducted his business
ou the lines on which the Chillagoe smelters
and several of the other enterprises have
been conducted, he would have had to file a
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petition in insolvency. ‘The other figures
arc—

S Coxet | et

Enterprise. i Profit. | Loss.

i £ £
Irvinebank Treatment Works . } 32,665
Batteries .. .. L .. I 5,708
Tron and Steel Worlks | 140,042
Roma Bore .. .. o .. i 35,807
Palmer Gold Mines ! . |
Retail Stores 1,703 ‘
* I

Trawler and Steamér' '4.8,560

60,728 ‘ 1,070,852

The summary of these figure: shows a net
loss of £1,010,104. TUnder ordinary circum-
stances the business man competing with
these State enterprises would undoubtedly
have to pay income iax, and it is a fair pro-
position that income tax should be attached
to these enterprises, in which case the tax
payable would amount to £164.925. It is
also reasonable and just to add interest,
which wounld amount to £87,425, making a
direct loss to the State of £1,272,454. But
that is not the worst viewpoint of the whole
business. We find that the capital tied up
by the Government in State enterprises
amounts to £3,455,000.

Mr. CoLLins :
party got in?

Mr. MAXWELL: How is it possible for
the Government to continue in the way they
are doing—bulldozing ard doping the people
cutzside ?

Mr. CowurNs: They would not listen to
vour dope at Buranda the other night.

Mr. MAXWELL: I did not give them
dope; I gave them facts. I told them some-
thing about the hon. member at the same
time. I may say that statements that I make
are backed up by facts. I do not sav that
the hon. member for Bowen does not do the
same, but sometimes to me his statements
appear somewhat exaggerated. We were told
of the wonderful opportunities that cxisted
o far as Bowen was concerned in connection
with the State iron and steel works, and we
have had an experience of it that I have
read out.

We have also been told that prosperity is
rampant throughout the length and breadth
of this State. I differ entirely from that. T
only wish it were truc. We have statements
made by the Treasurer and the Secretary
for Public Lands which contradict that.
Those statements deal with the condition of
affairs existing to-day. I have a vivid recol-
lection of reading in ““ Hansard ”’ statements
made by both those hon. gentlemen when on
this side of the House in regard to the dis-
grace attaching to any Government having
even one unemployed man in the State.
Look at the attitude which is being taken up
by men in the Labour party in the Southera
States with regard to unemployment. They
blame their Governments. I do not know
whether that is dope or what it is, but they
persist in their attitude. When the hon.
gentlemen opposite were on this side of the
House they twitted the Government because
no arrangement was made to deal with unem-
ployment. Now we have the Premier excus-
ing himself and his Government on the
ground that they cannot do certain things.
In the face of that we are told that this is

What would you do if vour
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the best State in the Commonwealth so
far as living conditions are concerned.
When the Labour party took over the reins
of gevernment in 1915 they told the people
they were going to have cheap food. T shall
refer to the Commonwealth statistics to June,
1924, to show the increase in retail prices of
food and groceries since July—

State. Increase.
Tasmania 54.3 per cent.
Mr. Porrock: You are the seventh hon.

member to use those statements.

Mr. MAXWELL: I am following a good
example set by the late Hon. T. J. Ryan—"‘ to
repeat over and over and over again, and to
emphasise all the time.” When I was speak-
ing on this matter the other night, someone
challenged me and told me these statements
had never been made in Parliament. I am
going to make them in Parliament now. T
am going to present my own opinion on
behalf of my electors. These figures show
an increase in retail prices of food and
groceries since July—

State. Increase.
Tasmania 54.3 per cent.
Quecnsland 54.2 per cent,

New South Wales ... 47.5 per cent.
The TreasvRER: What July is that?

Mr. MAXWELL: This is from ¢ Com-
monwealth Statistics ” to 30th June, 1924,

The TreEAsURER: You szid ¢ since July.”
What July?

Mr. MAXWELL: I said these were the
figures from * Commonwealth Statisties 7’ to
June, 1924.

The TREASURER:
with what date?

Mr. MAXWELL: The increase in the cost
since 1915.

The TREASURER: Since 19157

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon.
may turn up ‘ Commonwealth
and read the figures for himself.

The TREASTRER: When the hon. wember
started he told us that this was the increasz
since July. What July was it?

Mr. MAXWELL : I did not say since July.
T said that they were the figures froma
“ Commonwealth Statistics” to 30th June,
1924, showing the increase in the retail prices
of food and groceries since st July, 1914,

The TrEASURER : That is what I wanted to
know.

Mr. Porrock: You said that it was since
the last increase.

Mr. MAXWELL: I did not sav that
(Laughter.) One can quite understand the
hon. member for Gregory taking up an atti-
tude in the House similar to that which he
takes up at the hustings.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: The hon.
tried to make you state facts.

Mr. MAXWELL: I always do state facts.
I have nothing to gain by misleading any-
body. I am not going to allow any hon.
member opposite to misrepresent me. My
comparison will show that, when an appeal
is made to the Arbitration Court by those
who are interested, if they are successful, it
results in Queensland showing the highest
cost of living in the Commonwealth. (Go-
vernment dissent.) What is the use of ralk-
ing? Owing to the cost of living being the

Mr. Maxwell.]
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highest in Queensland, the workers base their
applivations for increases., When an increase
is eranted, we continue to be the State in
which the cost of living is the highest in the
Commonwealth, and we must give credit to
the Labour party for accomplishing that.

The Treasvrgr: The hon. member 1s
wrong in saying this is the dearest State.

My, MAXWELL: I did not say it 1
said that, when hon. members on the other
side go to the Arbitration Court to plead
for their unions, they point out to the
powers that be in the Arbitration Court that
this is one of the dearest living States in
the Commonwealth, and they conteud that
bocauss of that they arc entitled to hizher
remuneration, and, when they go to the
clectors to state their case in order to get
a centinuance of power, they tell the electors
that the cost of living in Queensland is
the lowest of anr State in the whole of the
Commonwealth.

Then again they said they do not believe
in such extravagant borrowing—they believed
in limited borrowing. What do wo find?
Public borrowing was only to be donc for
reproductive work. Do they call State enter-
prises reproductive work? The amount of
money that is tied up in State enterprises
is £3,454,814, and I say unhesitatingly that
that money would have been better in the
hands of private enterprise to develop the
whole of the State. As the hon. member
for Enoggera said, why not treat the
soldier scttlers in a better manner than they
have becn treated in the past? We have
heard a lot about Beerburrum. Some hon.
members say that the land is no good, while
others say that the land is good. The
proof of the pudding is in the eating of
it, and a number of these settlers cannot
get a living. What did the Secretary for
Public Lards try to do this morning when
the hon. member for Murilla was speaking?
He pointed out that in Roma there were
only six people who could grow wheat to
advantage, and wanted to convey the idea
that the rest of the people did not try.
God krows these settlers have tried, and
it is the duty of the Government—because
the Federal Governnient have been backing
up this Government in certain things—to
assist these men on the land. I have a very
vivid recollection of what the Secretary for
Public Lands said when they were opening
up the Dawson Valley lands. He said it
was proposed to take a number of these
unfortunate men who had been put on bad
lands and place them in the Dawson Valley.
I also huve a very vivid recollection that the
hon. gentleman promised that members of
this Parliament, after the House rose last
session, would be given an opportunity of
going through the Dawson Vallev with a
view to seeing what was done, The invita-
tion has not been extended to us, so we
do not know what has been done in regard
to the Dawson Valley lands.

I now want to deal with the question of
borrowing for reproductive works. The
public debt under a Labour Government has
increased by £3,891,994 per annum as against
an Increase of £1,000,000 per annum under
previous Governments, and the interest pay-
able out of revenue has increased from
£267.852 per annum to £2131,397. The
interest on public debt per head has increased
from £2 18. 5d. to £4 10s., and finance is
still the test of Government.

[Mr. Mazwell.
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Then again I want to deal with the posi-
tion so far as factories are concerned, and
I am sorty to sav that the position in that
respect is not as good as I would like it
to be. We were told some years ago that
Yederation would accomplish something
creat—that our factories would go ahead
by leaps and bounds. The following table
gives a striking illustration of the resules
of Labour administration :—

De-
crease. [Crease,

Factorici— ] ‘ i
Victoria ..o 5,630 1 8,753 1,103
Queensland .. ¢ 1,786 ; 1,810 1L

Employees  in 1 |

Factories— | i o
Victoria .. 118,399 1 144,876 26,477

Queensland .. © 43,282 | 1,034

12,248

That is not the only thing. We find that
in connection with our boot factories the
position is somewhat acute. I would ask
hon. members opposite if it is not better
to encourage industries like these than o
be bolstering up and playing with State
enterprises and wild-cat schemes as the}v
are doing? The chairman of the Queensland
Chamber of Manufactures, Mr. Watson. said
in his address on 13th September, 1923—

“ We ecmployed 1,565 employees in
1900 in the boot trade, and to-day we
employ 1,136. The reason given by the
union  secretary in  the ¢ Industrial
Gazetie ’ is that the retailers are buying
from the South.”

The other day I noticed in some of the
union reports that. owing to the informa-
tion given by them to the ¢ Industrial
Gazette ” being used in this way, they were
not going to give any more information.
1 suppose they are perfectly justified from
their own standpoint because they see the
position in which they find themselves. They
say that. owing to the competition from
the South, the people here cannot make
any headwar.

Then let us look at the results of Labour
administration in connection with the
Quecensland railways. In 1914 the trains
carried goods and live stock to the extent
of 4,970,873 tons, and in 1922-23, 4,208.989
tons, or a decrease of 761,884 tons. There

is something wrong there. It

[2.30 p.m.] certainly must be on account of

the administration of a Govern-
ment like this that that condition of affairs
has been brought about. We are told that
our prosperity is reflected in the Show which
has just been held, and that our prosperity
is very great. I wish that were true. If
the Premier and some of his colleagues were
to visit some of our merchants’ offices to-day.
they would be told what I know to be a
fact—that a number of commercial travellers
have never opened their books to take orders
during the last fow weeks. Things are not
as good as they appear to be on the
surface. The leader of the Opposition, 1n
dealing with the prosperity which was sup-
posed to exist in Brisbane, said *‘ Prosperity
secms to be in existence in Brisbane, but
that condition of affairs does not obtain
in the country.” I say that, until the
Government wake up and realise that we are
living in a fool’s paradise, so long will this
condition of things continue.
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Ther I want to emphasise the fact that
the Gowvernment should give an opportunity
to our own industries. 1 stressed the point
on the want of confidence motion, and
again stress it this afternoon. 1 say unhesi-
tdtm glv that the action of the Government
in sending overseas to England for bridge
material which could have been constructed
here and kept our foundries going and at
the same time circulated money here is
undou oldly a disgrace to the Government.
T realise the difficulties in which the Go-
vernment are placed—which are of their
own creation—but, when we find the Govorn-
ment and their supporters saving that they
stand for the manufacture of Australian
articles in general and Quecnsland articles
in particular, I say, ‘“ By their works ye
shall know them.” They are not fruc to
themsclves in this connection. Xven if the
Government gave an extra £2,000 to some
of our local industries, would it not be
better to do that and show that they have
faith in the ability of the Australian worker?
I am not saying a word against the British
working men, who are very good; but they
are \\mking under different conditions
altovet’ﬂel They are working for lower
wages than our local men are getting. There
are instances where our foundries are prac-
tically idle; Of course we know very well
that some men have received assistance in
the shape of (Government contracts, but
undoubtedly the first consideration of the
Government at all times should be to do
their very best in the interests of the State.

Mr. Corrins: What did the hon. member
for Wynnum do about German dredges?

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not dealing with
(:um’ n dredges—I do not deal in (Jerman
wuff at 2il.  And in {hat connection, 1 would
refer the hon. member fo the speech made

Ly his colleague, the hen. member for
Warrego, who. when I was dealing with the
question of bridges, said, ‘“ Yes, and most

of thom are manufactured in Germany.”
How does the hon. member for Bowen like
that statement? I stand all the time for the
British manufactured article, and I say that
the Australian workman is just as good as
the next workman, and the Government
should have shown their sincerity and given
a guarantee that they have faith in t.lo
workmen of Queensland to build these
bridges.

Mr. Cormins: Is this
Federal Government?

Mr. MAXWELL: This iz a criticiem of the
State (Government, and the hon. member
knows the brluges to which I am referring

a criticism of the

—ovei the Johnstone, Kolan, and Yandaran
Rivers. My, Gunn, when leader of the
Labour Opposition in South Australia, eriti-
cised and  chastised Sir Henry Barwell’s

Clovernment for going overseas to import
railway engines, and practically put them
out of office for doing so. Compare his action
with the action of a Labour Government in
Queensland sending overseas for bridges!
There is only one construction to put upon
ir. I do not want to impute motives to hon.
members on the other side, but it secms to
me that, when they could not get certain
concessions from men in America, ther natur-
ally had to send their orders to hnglanu to
the detriment of the workmen of Queensland,
and that, too, notwithstanding the argu-
ments of a deputation which waited on the
Premier and pointed out to him the bad
effect the action of his Government would
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have—rnot because of the non-circulation of
that money but because of the bad example
that Labour would sct te its own people. 1
endorse the criticism of the leader of the
Opposition, and I hope that before very long
the Government will realise that they are
living in a fool's paradise and accept the
statement made by the Premier and set the
example by abolishing a number of the State
enterprises. I believe that they were estab-
lished merely to carry out the policy and

objective of ‘the Labour paity for the social-
isation of industry. 1 realise too that
althouglt some hon. members on the other

side may not think it, others believe that, if
they can only manage to control the financial
institutions of this community, all will be
right. They sav to themselves, “ 8o soon as
we can get control in the Federal Parlia-
ment and get our hkands on the financial
institutions all will be well”” But the Pre-
mier will find that, instead of leading his
supporters to ths Promised Land, he will
take them into a wilderness, where indeed
he has already guided them. He led them
practically up to the gates of the Promised
Land, and then he told them, ¢ Neither 1
nor any of the members of my Cabinet are
game to open the gates. If you are game
to do so, go in and see what 1s there.”’

We have gor to such a dead end in Queens-
land that there is financial stringency, and
the Governinent employees cannot be given
an increased basic wage or the beneﬁrs of a
44-hour week. The Government cannot grant
those concessions notwithstanding that, whilst
the Arbitration. Court compels the private
employer to comply with the law and work
under a 44-hour week, the Government are
nog compelled to do so. The Arbitration
Court is there to hear and determine what
the rates shall be and what the conditions
shall be. but ar opportunity should be given
to Government employees to go to the Arbi-
tration Court. If we have arrived at a posi-
tion of financial stvingency, as the Treasurer
states, then undouhtodh the Labour party
who are in power to-day and have been since

1916 are absolutely responsible for the
position.
Mr. CORSER (Buractt): We have had a

Labour Government in power since 1915, and
during that time they have introduced certain
Iegislation which has been claimed to be in
the interest of the man who is down, in the
interests of the man who wants woxk and
in the interests of the workers throughour
the State, so that there will be ne unemploy-
ment. Legislation has been put on the
statute-book which is claimed to do away
with the position of a man unsuceessfully
looking for work. Loans have been floated
fo enable the State to find work for the
uncmploved. Certain conditions have been
laid down by the Arbitration Court extend-
ing many famhtlos to the workers to enable
them to wolk shorter hours and to enable
further work to be carried out.

My object in rising is to advocate certain
things for my electorate, but before doing so,
albhouOh I am a country member and one
dubbed by hon. members opposite as a Tory
—which term communists attempt to apply
to anyone with a fair and honest mind—I
want to say one word in the interests of
those who are out of employment. We
know that there is a certain section in Bris-
bane to-dav who are claiming work and
assistance from the Government, and their
claim is being ignored. Although we have

Mr. Corser.]
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ieard so much about what has been done
during the time Labour has been in power,
we lknow that there is a greater amount of
unemployment to-day than there was in the
past. These unfortunate individuals, in
attempting to ventilate their grievance and
to give some publicity to the actions of the
Government, have distributed little leaflets;
and it is only victimisation on the part of
any Administration to call upon the Police
Force to take the names of those who are
distributing these leaflets. Whether the act
of distributing those leaflets be good or bad,
I say that in the interests of the community
we should at least give the bottom man a
fair go, and therc should bs no such victimi-
sation. What might this victimisation mean?
We hear lately that one individual who. when
wishing to voice the claims of the unemployved
of Brisbane, was told that, if he was allowed
to speak and address the unemployed and the
citizens of Queensland in a public highway,
cven though permission had been granted for
the meeting, rclief would be denied to his
comrades, I think it must be agreed that
that is a case of victimisation by a Labour
Administration. I sincerely hope that no
such viciimisation will be brought about as
ro deny the right of free speech—whether
for us or against us—and that the unfortu-
nate man who is out of work will be given
an opportunity of addressing his fellow men
in the open street, That is the Teast we can
give him. Whether his case be right or
wrong, it is unfair for the Administration
to deny him any rights and privileges which
he might have of addressing a meeting.

A GovernMmENT MEemBeR: Is the leaflet
authorised ?

Mr. CORSER: Yes, by “J. W. Thomas,
cn hehalf of the Unemployment Committes.”
My, W. Coorer: Who printed it?

Mr. CORSER:
printers, Brisbane.
Mr. Ryax: And they are unemployed!

~ Myr. CORSER: Does the hon. gentleman
msinuate that it was paid for by anyone
clse? It is certain that the Government
werabers did not pay for it.

Mr. Ryax: No—the Opposition.

Mr. CORSER : One section of the Govern-
ment party might have paid for it, for there
is one section that does not let the other
know what it is doing at the present time;
but I do not think they would offer that help.
We heard ¢ Hear, hears!” from the cross
benches of the Government party and not
from the front Government bench when the
result of the Buranda clection was announced
this morning. The hon. member for Buranda
is one of those who voted at the Emu Park
Convention for a living wage. He is one of
the men of whom the Uncmployment Com-
mittee boasted. He is net one who voted
for what ther claim to be a starvation wage,
but who voted for what they claim is a
living wage of £4 5s. per week. The
“ Collins Government” will thus have another
adberent. and it is no doubt a bit of a set-
back to the front Government bench. This
clection has proved at any rate—

_Hon. M. J. Kirwax: Where the Opposi-
tion are.

Mr. CORSER : That the hon. member for
Buranda voted for a propcsal at the Emu
Park Convention which the Government
claim to be an impossible one.

[Mr. Corser.
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Hon. M. J. Xmrwan: Why did dour party
oppose the living wage?

Mr. CORSER: Why does the hon. gentle-
man sit behind the Premier and his Cabinet
if he thinks it is possible to give a living
wage?

Mr. KERR: Because he has got a good job.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member for
Buranda and the Assistant Minister do not
agree.

Hon. M. J. KirwaN : I was supporting him,
and that is why he got in.

Mr. CORSER: Let the hon. gentleman
support what is claimed to be a living wage
and he will find a solution of the trouble
within his party without asking me. The
hon. gentleman once told us that he could
save £250,000 in the Railway Department.
He is now getiing nearer the position which
will give him that opportunity.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax : One thing is cortain,
and that is that I cannot politically save you.

Mr. CORSER : No, because the hon. gentle-
man cannct save himself. I am particularly
interested in the scheme of the Government
to open up the Upper Burnett. I think it
was in 1917 that I moved a rvesolution in this
Hcuse condemning the soldier. settlement
scheme of the Grovernment at Beerburrum.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is
pretty handy to you.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman got
someone to do a thing in an underhand way,
but I do it in my own way. He got some-
one to write a letter for him when he was
frightened to do it himself.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUREZ: He I8
not frightened of you.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentieman's

actions indicate that he is. The criticism that
I passed upon the Government at that time
has proved to be true. T said that the people
who were going to suffer would be the
soldiers taking up the land. That statement
has been proved to be correct. They are
the sufferers. The suffering throughout the
soldier settlements is a direet result of the
refusal of the Minister and the Government
to take notice of practical experience when
it was put forward. Even to-day we find
that a boast is made that the Queensiand Go-
vernment have done more for the soldiers
than any other Government in Australia.
Ther have spent certain sums of money 1
roads and engineering, but they have not
done anything for the soldiers in compari-
son with what has been done in the other
States—
Hon. M. J. Kmwax: Nonsense .

Mr. CORSER: You cannot find ansthing
to equal the failures in soldier settlemeuts
that have occurred in the State of Queens-
land. It is unfortunate that the soldiers
have had to suffer through the actions of
this inexperienced Government.

Hon. M. J. Kirwax: You are a Jeremial.

The SPEAKFER: Order!

My. CORSER: Whether I am or not. what
I predicted regarding the int:nded soldier
settlements has come about. I predictzd that
they would be a loss both to the soldier settlers
and to the State. The Government have
boomed the supposed assistance that they have
given. They have advertised throughout the
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SQtate and pald for the sdvertisemouts: bur
we know that in reality the unfortunate
soldiers have not received the assistance at
all. I sincer:ly hope that the Government
scheme of settlement in the Upper Burnett is
going to be a success.

A Govervymest Meuser: Who 1s making it

a success 7

My, CORSXR: I hope the scheme may
te hroadened to the advantage of th?
intending settler. Up to the present time
there have been allotted 650 of the 1,400
blocks that were opened somes months ago.
Previous to the allotment of those blocks
the Treasurer mede a statement in 1913
in Victoria that in catering for the scttler
in that area schools would be provid:d vight
awav, end the Government would take the
neeessary steps to establish butter factories
on a commercial basis in the arca. Months
aft r =ome of the settler, had arrived I took
the late Secretary for Public Instruetion, Mr.
Huxham, through the area of the Upper
Burnett. 1 did this in the interests of the
s-ttlers and in the hope of securing assistance
in regard to schools. In some portions of that
area there are no less than forty children
writing for school accommodation. In face
of the Government’s claim that provision had
becn made in this matter, it is unfortunate
thet those schools have not heen provided.
So far behind are the Government in pro-
viding this school @ccommodation that we
fiird that the Sceretary for Public Instruction,
m an answer to some representations made
to him recently, claimed that the carrring
out of certain works which had been promised
with regard to schools depended upon whether
nublic funds were available or not. Yet we
hiave had this scheme before us for three vears.
Application has been made to the Depart-
sient of Public Lands for a school resirve.
When opening  the scttlement suvely the
Department  of Public Lands could have
worned in conjunction with the Dopartment
of Public Instruction and provided school
reserves before the seitlers arrived at all
School accommodation is now being held up
brcauss applivation is being made by the
Department of Public Instruction to  the
Department of Public Lands asking that
reservations be set aside in one locality at a
time in the interests of the schools.

The Suwcrrrary ror PusLic INSTRUCTION :
We had to horrow the money from America
to provide those facilities.

Mr. CORSER: The Treasurer does not
claim that. He claims that the Government
had the money to bring about the opening
of the Upper Burnett schieme, yet we find
that the Government mads¢ no provision for
the setting aside of Crown lands. 1 tell the
Secretary  for Public Instruction that no
morer was required from America or any-
where to provide Crown lands for schools.
Thore is plenty of Crown land available, and
cnly 5 acres of that land neced be set aside
foy this purpose.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IXSTRUCTION :
Have you been refused?

Mr. CORSER: I am appealing for greater
haste in the matter, N
The SecreTaRY rOR PrsLic Laxps: Do vou
say that no land is available for schools?
Mr. CORSER: No. I have not said that.
It i held up, and I have here a letter which
says—

‘“An application has bcen made to
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the Lands Department for a school
rescrve on the area described above, and
the departmont has been requested to
furnish advice as to whether a site
will be granted.”
That is a letter from the Department of Pub-
lic Instruction on 1st August asking the
Department of Public Lands if a site for a
school will be granted, and this is the great
TUpper Burnett scheme that for years the
Government have said 1s ready! I am
not making any political appeal. I am
making an appes]l in the interests of
th> families there to-day, and some of
whom have been there for six months. In
some of these groups there are forty children
who have been there for months ready to
go to school and there is no school. When
T perscnally took the Minister to the site,
he approved of schools, and after a lot of
formalities we arve told that a school is
approved but the carrying out of the work
will depend on public funds being available.
Flow did the money come from America if
the funds are not available yet? On top
of that, further delay is caused when the
Department of Public Lands is being asked
if a site for a school building is available?

The SECRETARY ForR Prnnic Lanps: You
know you are talking pure bunkum about
thn site.

Air. CORSER: The hon. gentleman does
not understand the extreme difficulty and
privation experienced by the outside people
through having the department administered
<0 far away. I am putting in an appeal to
the department to shake up the department
that has to do with the providing of schools,
and I want to instil into the Government
the necessity of not waiting one day longer
than .s essential in providing schools for
the mnew settlers who have been put on
these new aveas under a scheme that is
supposed to have been ready for five years.

The SecreTARY For PUbBnic Lanps: You
know very well there are no churches 1n
that arca yet.

AMr. CORSER: I did not know that the
hon. gentleman was going to establish them.
(Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
have been to me for sites for them.

\[r. CORSER: I have been to the hon.
gentleman, and asked him to make available
the town sites that have been ?«ur.veyed for a
long time right through the Callide and the
Upper Burnett and other portions.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS:
arc not built yet.

Mr. CORSER: You cannot build a church
or a school until you get the land for it.

The SrcrerARy FOR PueLic Lanps: There
is plenty of land.

Mr. CORSER: I do not want to enter
into a controversy with the Minister. I
only want to impress upon him the necessity
for providing at the earliest possible moment
educational facilities for the youngsters in
those new settlements. In one instance, we
know that the Department of Public Instrue-
tion asked the settlers to build a temporary
building and they would send up the furni-
ture and teachers; but the scttlers have not
buildings sufficient to accomodate their own
families in the comfort that the ordinary
worker in town would require, so you cannot
expect them to provide school buildings.
I hope that the Minister will give these

My, Corser.]
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requests for schools in these new areas his
early attention. Schools  are
[3 p.m.] being asked for at Jambin, Bell’
Creek, Prairie Vale, and Lalke
Pleasant in the Callide and at Mulgildee.
Three Moon, near Dumbaco, Waratah, and
Ceratodus, in the Upper Burnett Valley.
The Minister has tacked on to my electorate,
important as it has always been, this new
province of the Upper Burnett and Dawson
Valley. I will ask the House to assist me
in my representations for new settlers in
new conditions, and I will ask Ministers to
help me in the Government departments. 1
want to see established things which are
essential to the success of the electorate.

One of the earliest things which these new
scttlers in our scrub areas want is wlre nettmo
to kecp from their crops the vermin which
have been there ever since the blacks left
that territory; but, when they make applica-
tion to the Lands Department for netting,
they find that the department has not got
any. The Commonwealth Government ax
advancing a certain quantity of netting, but
though 1 have put in applications, they have
been refused.

The SEcRETARY FOrR PuBLIc INSTRUCTION :
By the Commonwealth Government.

Mr. CORSER: Let the hon.
listen to what I have to say; he can make his
remarks afterwards; I am responsible for
what I say. Tt is the Tands D partment, and
not the Commonwealth Government, which
has written this letter—I am not giving the
name of the settler—

* With reference to your representations
on behalf of a settler on the Rannes-Monto
line, relative to his application for wire
netting under the Commonwealth
Advaness to Settlers Act, T am directed
to inform you that the Minister for Lands
cannot at the present stage see his way
to approve of this application.”

What is the reason for that? It is because
he has not got a titl@ Under any other Act
a title would be given to a settler from
the date of the license to occupy. No lease
is issued under the Burnett scheme until a
settler has done six months’ apprenticeship
on that land. During those six months he
must spend his own money. He may have
felled the scrub and have 40 or 50 acres avail-
able for planting, and he makes his applica-
tion—as the settler I have referred to did—
for wire netting to protect himself from the
ravages of wallabies and other vermin, and
he is turn-d down because he has not got a
title—because he cannot sign a mortgage. .is
the land belongs to the Crown, w hv does the
Crown not protoci itself, as it could de, and
allow the assistance grant<d by the Common-
wealth to be made available to these settlors
Further than that, the Lunds Departmant
should provide mnetting for these settlers,
as was always the case in the past.
Under the scheme the netting should have
been provided, and there is no reason why
we should be depending only on Common-
wealth netting when we are going in for these
huge settlement schemes,

The Minister also has provision in his
Act for the establishment of butter factories
in the Upper Burnett and Callide districts,
but up to the present there has been no muve
by the department in the direction of
establishing them, and I want to remind the
hon. gentleman of the necessity for doing
so at the earliest possible moment so that
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they will be ready when the stock is avail-
able and the cream is there. It is auticipated
that in this coming spring a greater
number of the settlers will be in a position
to supply cream to factories, and 1 would
ask the Minister to collect lnfounatlm ats
ouce. seleet sites and draw up plans. so that
everything will be in readiness to start.

We find. too, that ths progress with rail-
way censtruction s Causing some ;mxwt;w
amongsg the settlers. From Rannes fhe ail-
way has been )n\mmted through tc ¥Yrairie,
but some of the rettlers have been sent 1o
the foot of the Dawes Range in the south,
and they are anxious that they should have
1<ul“ ay communication as soon as possible.

The SECRETARY roR PURLIC I\vm(cno\:
Do vou think that the Burnett scheme
wood at all, aud that we should clese down
on it?

Mr. CORSER;: I do not agres with the
hon. gentleman on that. We also have the
railway commenced from Monto to Rannes,
but the settlers think that more push could
be put into the work, and they feel that
more sincerity could be shown of the Min-
ister’s desire to serve them with railway
than is the case at present. I say that it is
a fair thing to push on with these railways
and give the seltlers what it was understood

thes should have when the scheme was
started.
The next necessity in these areas is for

the crcation of more justices of the peace.
We know that, when advances are made to
these settlers by the Government, every one
»f the selectors must have his mortgage
signed and his signature witnessed by a
justice of the peace.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
vou not submit names?

Ar. CORSER: I put in a list of about
twenty, and the L;O\elnment gave me about
three, but none of them were in the Upper
Burnett. 1 made an appeal by way of letter
that they were required in the Upper Bur-
nett and C‘\“lde districts, which extend over
a distance of 140 miles, and I submitted
the narmes of settlers which had been given
to me by the various new organisations, but
rot one of the settlers in the Upper Burnets
was placed on the list and only one of the
Callide selectors, although a Weok before
the selection of these names I received intima-
tion from the Chief Secretary’s Department
that four names of men at Mundubbera had
been suggested by the local labonr organisa-
tion.

The SECRETARY
interjected.

Mr. CORSER: Stop braying and I will
get on. Two out of the four names sub-
mitted by a Labour political organisation at
Mundubbela were pldced on the list, but not
one in the TUpper Burnett. 1 ask the ‘Minister
to give this convenience to these settlers.
Fach of them will have to sign his mortgage
to the State—a mortgage of the State’s land
of which he has a perpetual lease—and why

Why do

FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

ask him to go 50 or 60 miles when a
disteibution of justices throughout these
areas would be of such great conveni-

¢nce and the absence of ons or two more in
the clder towns would not bhe felt? The
Seerctary for Public Instruction is annoyed
when one is endeavouring in this Chamber
to emphasise the needs of people who are
away out in our backblocks and far from
railway communication, but I am not here
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to please the Minister but to express my
own opirion and the opinions of the settlers
who have been placed there by the State, and
to advocate those things which will help to
miake country life casy and the conditions of
settlement more favourable.

The BECRETARY TOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The hon. gentleman is against the scheme.

Mr. CORBER: I have always supported
the srheme for the opening of the Upper
Burnete district, but there are principles in
the scheme which I do not stand for in the
interests of the scttlers. I think the scheme
should have been made easier and should
have been considerably broadened. I think
that the Country party’s policy of giving
greater facilities to the settlers and to make
their conditions easier from the start would
have been better, I have not entered into
thet controvesy, but I must for the present
acvept the scheme as it is, and I am giving
o intelligent Ministers some suggestions that
might help to increase the comforts of the
Upper Burnett and Callide Valley sottlevs.
There are a numkber of women in that aren
who are not accustomed to country life.
Some of them have approached me with re
gard to the possibility of securing bush nurs-
ing assistance. Through the kindness of the
sceretary of the Queensland Bush Nursing
Association, Nurse Macdonald, I was able
to supply them with considerable informa-
tion as to the establishment of bush nursing
centres from 40 to 60 miles and more from
the vail head. All this depended upon finan-
cial assistance from somebody, and it is to
be beped that whilst the setflement scheme
does not provide for bush nursing centres, a
subsidy in this direction will be provided by
the Government when applications are made.
We have in our cities baby clinics, hospitals,
maternity homes, and assistance by ambu-
lances, but nothing is provided in the Bur-
nett scheme for rendering the same kind of
assistance in that area. -

Hon. M. J. Kmrwax: Money was provided
last year for bush nursing.

Mr. CORSER : Again I say that there was
no money provided under the Upper Burnett-
Callide Valley settlement scheme for bush
nursing centres or any such facilities.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Theve will be.

My, CORSER: Let us have them mnow.
The Burnett Ambulance Brigade is certainly
doing its best to bring comfort to those
people.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The Government propose a scheme in the
hon. gentleman’s electorate, and he wishes to
take all the credit for it.

. Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman has
just said I was agsinst the scheme. I am
trving to obtain benefits for those who have
seitled there, and I want 1o do my best for
them without creating any hostility. Those
settlers have to look to the Government for
firancial assistance to enable them to proceed
with improvements on their land. Last year
a Bill was rushed through to makoe it possible
to advance to each settler a sum of £1,700
iistead of £1.200, as was the case under the
old law. Although it was rushed through,
and although it was claimed by the Opposi-
tion on that ocrasion that it would be far
better to advance the full £1,200 than to
provide a sum which the settlers were not
likely to get, that Agricultural Bank Act has
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not yet become law. The present Act is a
good one, but we want it more leniently
administered. The regulations under the Act
do not give the greatest beneficial results to
the settler. Another thing which tempted the
scttlers to go on the Upper Burnett land was
the provision enabling a landholder to apply
for an advance of £200 without any security
under  the  (o-overation Advances Act,
provided that he did not own more than a
minimum number of stock. The regulations
under the Act provide that security must he
found. The Upper Burnett settlers who have
made application under the Act have for the
most part been refused any assistance at
all on stock. Some of the setilers have
been asked to secure from private people
the lean of some cattle or to purchase cattle
on torms.  Several of them have done so, and
they now want an advance to pay for these
cattle, I am only bringing this matter before
the Minister in order that he may put out of
operation the regulations which are prevent-
ing this Act of Parliament from being admin-
istered as leniently as Parliament decided it
should be. Security has been demanded.
The land that the settlers under the Upper
Burnett scheme selected was said to be first
quality land, and the areas were said to be
living arcas.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Is it not first quality land?

Mr. CORSER : Som: of the land is the best
in the State. I was stating that the land was
claimed by the Government to be of first
quality and the areaz to be living areas:
wet they are net making the advances to the
settlers 1n those areas that the Act intended
shonld be made. We know that in the past
applications for advances have been turned
down because the land was not worth it, or
hecause the area was not a living one, or
because no water supply was available on the
land, or because the settler was not suitable.
Those rearons should not exist in the Upper
Burnett scheme, because the Government have
administercd the whole of it. Why then are
not the Acts on the statute-book being made
available to the settlers? Assistance in the
earliest portion of the life of a settler is the
vory hest assistance that can be given. It is
far Dbetter to assist a settler to-day than to
keep him waiting for five years. Harly assist-
ance will enable a seftler to convert his
selection from an unproductive to a productive
one, to purchase implements and horse power
to convey produce to the factory and thus
keep the flour bag full, to improve his farm,
and to make life more comfortable, We
should not be too hard on the settler by not
providing sufficient money to cnable him to
huild a home. We krow that the Workers’
Homes Act contains lenient provisions which
are commendabl:, but in the administration
of the Advances to Settlers Act the same
leniency is not shown to enable the settler to
enjoy the comfort of a home. There are many
cases of workers riceiving advances of £500
with which to build a home. T have letters
from settlers in the Upper Burnett who have
applied for an advance of £50 to improve
their holdings and been offered £32. Whye
should we not provide a scheme to enable
them to have a comfortable home so that
the children should grow up in the comfort
that homes should have? T appeal to the
Government with all hope to liberalise thuse
regulations so that the scttlers will have the
assistance that Parliament claimed was essen-
tial for their good. 1 sincerely hope that

Mr. Corser.]
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the remarks I have made with regard to the
Upper Burnett are going to be taken in the
spirit in which they have been made, and
that these people and those who come after
them in this huge Upper Burnett scheme are
going to get full benefit by it. We know
that the Minister has claimed that 1,400 blocks
arc open and another 1,400 blocks are promised
to be opened about the end of this year: so
the scheme is assuming some proportions.
Whilst the scttlers ars belng sclected it wus
sce that we assist them 1o remain there and
make the scheme a good cne for the State
and the prople who have goue theve.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I have a few
grievances which I would like to ventilate
on this occasion. My chief grievance is
the improvidence of the Government in the
past. I sincerely trust that, wheun money
becomes more plentiful, it will be spent more
carefully by the Government than has been
the case in the past. 1 have only to look
round each week when coming down to this
House to see some very glaring instances
of the improvidence of the Government star-
ing me in the face. The first one to be
seen 1 in Toowoomba, and is known as
* Brennan’s Folly.” (Laughter.} The other
day we received information that something
like £74.000 has been spent in making a
loop for one portion of the railway line
adjacent to Toowoomba, somewhere around
wherve the Secretary for Public Instruction
has his electorate. So far as I can see, the
whole ¢f the earthworks are going to picect.
We have what in the future might turn
out to be a very nice tennis court or cricket
pitch. The buildings mar be erected in
the sweet br-and-bye. Ag the same time
ve find that the old engine sheds arc being
patched up time after time, notwithstanding
the expenditure of this £74,000. This work
has taken about four years so far as it has
progressed.  The only time that wou ever
see a stir there is just before an election.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

What about the Drayton deviation? It took
seventeen years.
Mr. VOWLES: It was completed. I say

that the £74,000 of capital which is lying
idle on what is known as ‘° Brennan’s Folly”’
is a disgrace to any Government. It will
take another £74,000 to put the buildings
there——

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Tt will take more—about £250,000.

Mr. VOWLES: If the hon. gentleman says
that, I venture to say that it will cost about
£500,000.

The SECRETARY FOR
A good job, too.

Mr. VOWLES: Is it a fair thing to have
£74,000 lying idle for four years without
any interest or use of any kind except
during elections?

Again, talking of improvidence, look at
what is going on in regard to the Tara line.
Previous to last election a host of men were
taken into that electorate. Those men
were put on the roll, booths were erected
all along the line, and the men were com-
pelled to vote whether they liked it or not.
They had a holiday, of course. Since the
clection the number of men has dwindled
down, and is now practically negligible.
After all these months—I think it goes back
two years—the whole practical result of that
work is 65 miles of additional rails laid
and going noewhere in particular—rails which
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one could make no use of. That iz not good
business. and it is due to this House to
avold that sort of thing in the future.

Again, coming down to Brisbane Ly rail,
we find in the vieinity of Ipswich somcthing
lilke £100,000 being spent on the erection of
a new railway station. That capital is
lving idle. I venture to say that in these
three items we have nearly £350,000 worth
of non-productive capital for which we are
paying intcrest on borrowed American money
at the rate of 64 per cent. or 7 per cent.
This is the time when these matters should
be dealt with by the Government. We
have been told in effect that the Government
are going to mend their ways, and that they
are going to live within their means; but,
if the Government are going to spend money,
it is a matter of indifference whether it 1s
a large sum or a small sum, unless they see
that they get proper value for the money
expended.  That is why the Government
have accumulated such big amounts ou
account of loan money, and why the public
of Queensland are asked to pay such enormcus
extra taxation to pay the interest on these
moneys that have been unwisely expended.

Looking through the regulations thar have
been circulated since this House met. I find
that hon. members will have to be vers care-

ful and watch regulations when they go
threugh It has already been pointed out

that, by virtue of one Act, cther f%cts are
being amended by regulation T find that
the Land Act is being amended by regula-
tion passed under the Sugar Workers' Per-
petual Lease Selections Act. The fact is that,
whereas under the Land Act the rental on
perpetual leases was limited to 1% per cent.,
by virtue of these regulations which are
superseding an Act of Parliament, thf;vrentz}l
has been increased to 5 per cent. That 13
very significant. The Government may have
a reason for it, It may mean that the money
invested in this particular way is paving i
higher rate of interest. If that is the rea-
son. why not say straight out that it is so. and
alter the original Act. The reason I mention
the matter is this: On Jimbour, which is 1u
the district I represent, there is a large
number of selectors who hold perpetuat
leases. The Jimbour Selections Act has been
repealed, and the settlers now come under
the Land Act. By this amendment the Land
Board has the power for the sccond term to
increase the rental value from 1 per cent.
up to 5 per cent., and, if there is an indica-
tion from the Government by alteriny other
Acts of Parliament by regulation to increass
the rental up to a definite 5 per cent., all
T can say is that it will be an indication to
the Land Court that the Government desires
that the 5 per cent. should be charged. If
that is done, the rental will become absc-
lutely prohibitive. It is based at present on
a fictitious capital value, but on account of
the rate being small it is not as oppressive
as it might be; but. if it is going ro he
increased, not one selector will be able to
curry on under the increased rental.

I notice. too, that under the Workers’
Accommodation Act it is necessary for an
emplover to provide a veranda spase of &
feet by 7 feet for every man.

Mr. Porrock : Not in all places.
Mr. VOWLES: As I read it, that is s

Mr. Porrock: It applies mostly to the
Downs, where it is neccssary to have the
accommodation.

0
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Mr. VOWLES: I do not say the Act
s carried out in overy direction, but, accord-
ing to the regulations so much space must
be allowed for each person living in the
place.  If this is good for the worker, why
should it not also be good for the school
children on the Downs? I have an instance
at Milmerran. I was down there with the
late Secretary for Public Instruction when
he opened the mew Milmerran State school,
and the accommodation that was prov1ded in
{hat new school, as they term 1it, was not
sufficient for 75 per cent. of the children
attending the school, and, so far as veranda
accommodation is concerned, instead of
having a space 5 feet by 7 feet, there 1s a
space of about 5 inches by 7 inches. I sup-
nose the reason is because the children have
no vote. but I hope they will remember these
things in the future.

Reference was made previously by one hon.
member te the want of sympathy on the
part of Ministers we have had in the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction towards the chil-
dren in the country. It is all very well for

Ministers to tell us that children

[3.30 p.m.] in the country are getting a high

education by means of corre-
spondence circulars which are sent round
in cescs where there are not sufficient
of them to form a school. 1 admit that
that is better than nothing, bui you
have o realise that in country districts—

more particularly in farming and dairying
districts—two things have to be taken 1nto
consideration in the children’s interests. The
frst iz that the parents have the capacity
and oducition to teach their children, and
secondiv that they have the time. From what
T have seen, after the dar’s work is done
under bad conditions—and particularly 1n
iew of the prices that are being received
for their produce—the hours are so long that
the parents are dog-tired when the day 1s
t is not an 8-hour day with them;
it is neerer to an 18-hour day. They neither
have the time nor in many cases the abilify
Y their children under this system. I
sy th whenever the numbers approach a
veasonable thing, the department should
supply the nccessary instruction, because if

they do not do so, they are depriving those

children of the very best asset that any
Australian can have. We have a good system
+f eduration here, and that system shoulo}
be open to the children in the country as well
as to the children in the towns, (Hear, hear?)

ferenes has been made to the State
Advances Department, 1 do not know what
is wrons with that department. There seems
to be & good deal of sympathy expressed by
the heads of the department when applica-
tions come along, but for some unknown
roason 1he mones never seems to be available.
If we are going to have a State Advances
TDepartment, we should have a real live one.
Vou onlv have to look at the transactions
going through to find that on every occasion
a sclector can be compelled to refund any
portion of his principal if he sells. Tf A
“wants to transfer to © B,” the first question 1s,
“ low much moncy are you getting?’ We
want a portion of it. You must reduce the
debt by that amount.” It appears to me
that the only funds which the department
has to carry on with are the quarterly or hali-
vearly payments which come in from their
‘various accounts, and the amounts they can
get on transfers.

[19 AvucusT.]

2

Supply. 285

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LaXDS: You can
see how much we spent last year by looking
at the Estimates.

Mr. VOWLES: I know how many applica-
tions were turned down.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
assure yvou we exceeded the Estimates.

Mr. VOWLES: We want to develop
Quevnsland, and not to retard it. We asik
people to go on the land, and the Government
comie out with a programme and say they are
offering every inducement. They even adver-
tised at one time in the old country what a
wonderful system they had here in connection
with the State Bank. If men are induced to
come and select and put their little capital
into the undercaking, it should be on the
understanding that, when they have done cer-
tain classes of work, they will get as a matter
of right certain funds from the Government
to help them. Then there is a moral responsi-
bility on the part of the Government to supply
those funds to thesc settlers if they are suitable
persons. 1 regret to say that has not been
done in connection with ordinary settlers, nor
has it been done as far as soldier settlers are
concerned.

I would like the Secretary for Public Lands
to take into considevation a request recently
made to him by the soldier settlers on Cecil
Plains. I have previously referred to this
matter when discussing gricvances on the
Lands Estimates; I have made requests to the
late Minister by letter, and so have the
settlers; and promisss have been made by
the Minister that he would visit the settlement
and judge the cases on their merits. A similar
request is now being made to the present
Minister. The settlers are asking that the
arrears of rent which they owe should be
funded—they are not asking to be let off—
or tacked on to their liabilities at the end of
the term, in order that they may be placed
in a better position than they are to-day
and so may be able to carry on. I hope that,
when the Secretary for Public Lands gets the
petition—I have alrcady received it—he will
have an inspzction and report made and go
into the whole thing himself. I think he will
find the representations made are genuine—
T know no more thrifty lot of settlers—and
I sincerely hope that he will meet their
request when he gets the opportunity.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): 1 suppose
that not even the most ardent admirer of
the Government, whether in the House or
outside, would for one moment say that
the money appropriations to which we have
agreed in the past have been rightly spent.
The ardent desire of individuals both here
and oufside, when it comes to spending
the people’s money, must surely be in the
direction of having it rightly expended, in
a way which will mean the development of
enterprise, the helping of our industries,
the creation of employment. Yet I take it
that no man here can possibly justify the
actions of the CGovernment heretofore. At
any rate, the sequel of the whole thing is
bad.  After having spent millions and
millions of money almost beyond count,
there is a state of unrest everywhere, unem-
ployment is more rife, and consequently
one’s anxiety becomes more acute than ever.
It is therefors all the more necessary that
in consenting to the expenditure of money
we should proceed towards the ideals which
the people and the Government of any coun-
try should have in view. I take it that,

Mr. G. P. Rarues.|
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when the appropriation of public money is
going to help the consolidation of settlement
and the encouragement of enterprise and the
absorption of the unemplovment, then it
will receive the blessing of every man on
this side of the House. -We have just
listened to a specch by the hon. member for
Dalby which indicates a very serious and
shocking expenditure of public money upon
one item alone. If the £74.000 to which
he referred had been expended in other
directions, employment would have followed,
the country would have been developed, the
trade of the State would have been fostered,
and generally speaking a degree of pros-
perity would have ensued.

1 have in mind the extension of the railway
line from Dirranbandi over the Moonie River
a line which should have been proceeded
with vears and years ago. I think that the
expenditure in connection with that railway
amounted to something over £100.000. The
late Mr. Thallon, when Commissioner for
Railways, pointed out that a railway going
into that area would secure an enormous
amount of trade for Queensland. and he
became very enthusiastic over it. That trade
would have been secured to Queensland, to
which State it belongs, if £74.000 or £100,000
had been expended. That is where expendi-
ture of the public money concerns this House.
If the monecy is wisely expended, then it is
going to bring in a return: but. if it is un-
wisely expended. then the work on which it
is expended simply becomes a white elephant.
It is unwise to expend moner in a certain
direction unless the Government are pre-
pared to carry the work to a completion.
What we do wani in connection with our
expenditure is to see that it is going to
bring in a return that will heip to pay the
interest on the money expended. I very
earnestly wurge that 1in considering our
appropriations we should link up and build
railways along the border of Queensland
which will conserve to Queensland the trade
of Queensland, and will benefit the State to
a vory large extent.

Let me now deal with the question of the
crection of public buildings. The intense
interest in regard to building generally seems
to be in the city. 1f there is anything in this
world that is disturbing the man in the
ceuntry at present, it is that endless improve-
ments are going on in the city, whilst the
country is being neglected completely, I
know that hundreds of thousands of pounds
are being expended in the city, and, no
matter how much you urge. vou cannot get
sufficient money to build a smalil veranda on
a school in the country or sufficient money
to paint a building fast going into decay.
We have countrs people pointing this out.
and it iz having a tremendously distarbing
influenes in the country; and, unless the
Government of the dar turn their attention
in connection with appropriation of monev to
the painting and building up of country
centres and the develomnent of the country
generally, then they musi expest dissatis-
faction to ruls everywhere. What applies
within the compass of my own views applies
everywhere, and does not apply to this State
alone. Jt applies everywherce. The time has
come when the earnest attentinn of the
Legislature must be given to consideration
of those things that lead to the deveiopment
of the country, and then the development of
the cities will take place afterwards, If
the Government do not do that and thus
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retam such trade as I have just referved to,
then they cannot have enterprises started
in the greater centres, nor can they hope for
reward for the individuals who want employ-
ment on the land.

Mr. HarTLEY : What does the hon. gentle-
man suggest should be done that the Go-
vernment have not already done?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: If the hon. gentle-
man had been listening to me, he would
have heard me pointing out that the Govern-
ment have done the things which they ought
not to have done, and he would have been
told of something that they should have
done. Because of a number of things that
they have done which they ought not to
have done, they are staggering the com-
munity.

Mr. Hartiey: Tell us something we ought
to do.

Mr. MaxweLL: Abolish the State cnter-
prises.

Mr. Harteey: I know what we ought to
do—stop your middlemen charging the prices
vou do.

An OrrositzoN MeMBER: What is the Com-
missioner for Prices doing?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. member
for Fitzroy scems very much disturbed about
the middieman, but T could very well enter-
tain the House this afternoon by pointing
out that the middlemen have served the
country better than the Government which
the hon. member supports.

Mr. Harriey: No, vou could not.

My, G. P, BARNES: All the arch
exploiters in the State arc to be found on the
Government side.

Mr. HarTLEY: We ought to deport all
agricultural agents,

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The chickens are
coming home to roost. 1 see that the Secre-
tary for Agriculture has just entered the
chamber, and that reminds and forces me
t0 compare matters about ten wears
when the cry of the party opposite
cheap beef, butter, brend, and so on, with
to-day. Apparently they missed the path.
They have got away from the conditions on
which they got into power. Only vesterday
the Secretary for Agriculture was approached
by & deputation and asked to make cheap
certain articles of production. He wisely
replied to that deputation. It is like a
boomerang. The boomerang has come back
and lodged at his feet. Certainly after going
through a course of making butter. beef,
and bread very cheap the Government turned
their attention to the man on the land to
see what they could do for him. Now, having
given him his turn. the boomerang has
returned again to their feet. .

The SE\"P.F,T\P.‘%’ ¥or AGRICULTURE : Did you
ever hear me in this Chamber agitate for
cheap land, cheap food, or anything cheap.

Mr. G. P. BARNES:

I have, but T

I am not quite
sure that T do know that the
hon. gentleman has been a most ardent
supporter of many swho have advocated a
cheap article.  He cannmot deny it. I do
him this honour. that he has certainly con-
ceived the idea of striving to serve the man
on the land, but he realised. as he did
vesterday, the extreme impossibility of his
position. I feel sorry for him. A nan can-
not move two ways.
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULIT&E: That Is
what I have always said in this Chamber—
that it is impossible to serve the middleman
and the farmer. (Government laughter.)

My, G. P. BARNES: I am afraid that
the hon. gentleman. with all his good inten-
fion: to serve the farmer, has proved mosb
expensive, 1 do mnot know of any man
who has been more influential in the direc-
wion of exploiting the man on the land than
the hon. gentleman.,

HoxoTURraBLE MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You for-
oet vourself.

Alr. G. P. BARNES: I am not forgetting
weself. Now that I have been drawn oft
the track—I know what I am talking about
—will the Minister tell the House that he is
satisfied that the owncrs of wheat in the
vears 1920 and 1921—and I was as warm a sup-
porter of the wheat pool as any man in this
House—got full value when the Government
gave a guarantee of Os. a bushel for wheat,
and thex only got 8.7

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Since
this Government came into power the wheat
farmer has got a fair deal.

Mr. G. P BARNES: They did not get a
fair Jeal. I will go furthev—and this 1t
wiore to the point: The men who had No. 2
miiling wheat received 5s. 7d. a bushel, a}"xd
those who had No. 3 received 4s. 10d. Wil
the hon. gentleman tell me that when the
price of wheat was 9s. a bushel the man .\\‘ho
<ot 5., 7d. for No. 2 wheat got a fair thing:
My helief is that he did not. The thing is
an outrage. To think that with a protection
up to 95, a bushel a man who had wheat
worth within 3d. a hushel of prime wheat
cot only 5s. 7d.! If the hon. gentleman will
sav that those men got a fair deal, I will
sit down immediately.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They got
a fair deal,

Mr. G. P. BARNES: They did not. [t
was the most shocking bit of exploiting that
I know of. I can readily prove that the
owners of wheat of fair average quality
certainly lost no less than £100,000 as &
result of the management of the Wheat
Board of that day.

MMy, Hartiey: There would have been no
difference under vour Government.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I know what T am
talking about. I am satisfied with the Min-
ister because he is a practical man.

Fon. W. H. Barxes: Do you really think
he is a practical man?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Well, I did think so.
When a man has wheat worth within 3d. a
hushe! of the price for prime wheat, and he
gets 2s. 5d. a bushel less, he is not getting
s fair deal. This is a question upon which
T am at home.

The deputation which interviewed the
Sceretary for Agricultura yesterday appeeled
for cheaper bread. Why? The Secretary
for Agriculture and the Government ave
aware of the reason. How did they euploit
the man on the land—the people in the
country 2 Can anyone explamn swhr wheat
sheuld be worth 6s. 4d. in the country and
72d. less when delivered in Brisbane? Why
should a higher price be fixed upon the
article in the country than in the city ¥ Can
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anyone explain why the consumers outside
were exploited to a great extent, because
every 1d. a bushel means 4s, in the ton of
flour, and, if you multiply that by 73, you
arrive at £1 1ls. a ton? If the farmers
gained in the end, I could understand it,
but that is not so. This is what happened.
That very vear 1922-23, when that kind of
thing was <done and when there was not
enough wheat in the land for the people,
1,000,000 bushels of wheat were exported and
1,000,000 bushels of wheat imported. The
result was that the wheat sold abroad netted
to the farmer some 2s. a bushel less than the
pool demanded for it in Queensland. Had
that wheat been sold at a fair price the
eonsurer, on the one hand, would have got
a cheaper loaf, and the farmer, on the other
hand, a better price.

I now want to say 2 word in regard to
taxation, and I am extremely anxious to
know whether the Treasurer will be able to
follow the good example of the other States,
and whether he will be able to indicate to
the Fouse and to the country that there is
likely to be a reduction in taxation. The
Federal Government have set a very fine
cxample in that regard. They are reducing
taxation by something like £2,000,000, and
the incidence of that reduction is going to
be very widespread.

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLic LAxDs: Whom
is the tax falling on through the Customs?
It is falling on those least able to bear it.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: If I understand
rightly what is being done by the Federal
Government, they are relieving the people
of a very large amount of direct taxation.

The SrcrETARY FOor Pusnic Laxps: Yes,
and they are getting huge sums through the
Customs.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The amount they
are getting through the Customs is certainly
@ very large sum, and that is paid by the
people  generally; but direct taxation is
being reduced to a very considerable extent.
All persons receiving net incomes up to £1,200,
or 95 per cent. of the taxpayers, will benefit
through the raising of the exemption from
£200 to £300. Persons numbering 260,000
will be rclieved altogether of the payment
of income tax, and 180,000 others will obtain
a reduction of taxation, The tax on incomes
gencrally will be reduced by 10 per cent.
This will benefit 200,000 taxpayers. Then
there is another point which is worthy of
note.  The profit on gold mining is to be
exempted from income tax until the whole
of the working capital invested in the indus-
try has been returned to the owners. That
is @ very wise thing {o do. I think one hon.
member this morning advocated that persons
engaging in new industrics should be exempt
from taxation for a number of years. That
1= a thing that should receive consideration.
In the matter of income tax we should follow
the English example as far as we can. In
England, a man with a family escapes taxa-
tion to a large extent. A man with a wife
and family pays less than a single man,
because the former is presumed to have more
family charges on his income. For the same
reason a married man with no children pays
less than a single man. A single man earn-
ing £250 a yvear must pay £10 2s. 6d. income
tax, whilst a married man with no children
receiving a similar income pays nothing. A
single man with an income of £500 a year is
called upon to pay £45 11s. 3d. in income tax.

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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A married man without a family earning
£500 a year pays £25 6s. 3d., while a mar-
ried couple with three children drawing the
same income pays £15 3s. 9d.

The SecreTary ror Pusric Lanps: Work
out what a man with five or six children
pays in taxation through the Customs
Department,

[4 p.m.]
Mr. G. P. BARNES: A very considerable

sum. We are living in a protected country,
and if we are to develop our mdustu%
and create new enterprises, we must protect
the industries of the land.

The SkcreTaRY ¥or PuBLic Laxps: Yon
must remember that th> Commonwealth Go-
vernment bave sole control of the tariff duties.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: One must concede
that the Commonwealth Government hava the
means of raising revenue, and it is one of
the regrets of membels of State Parliaments
that that source of revenue has gone from us.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIc LanDs: Instead
of being a protectiva tariff, it has become a
huge revenue tariff.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Yes; but on the other
hand vou cannot pay the high wages ruling
in industries now without that high tariff.

I am hopeful that the Premier may be able
to indicate whether his Government are likely
to participate in connection with the amounts
which will be forthcoming under the British
migration scheme. It 1s said that some
£34,000,000 is going to be distributed in that
way. Are the Government so concerned in
settlement generally—T1 judge by the Premier’s
remarks that he is interested in the matter—
that they are going to participate in this
scheme? It scems to me that in these days
of stringencr, when the raising of money is
going to be a growing difficulty, we should
participate to the fullest extent in any scheme
that may be forthcoming.

There is another thing which is very per-
tinent to the man on the land, and that is
the rural eredit savings bank proposa] which
has been introduced by the Federal Govern-
ment. We have lost our Government Savings
Bank, and are not able to manage our own
affairs in connection with moneys forthcoming
in that direction as we were at onec time.
Seeing the Government Savings Bank is going
to be concerned with the rural credit bank
system. it will be interesting to know how
the Government are going to be influenced,
in view of the fact that thev have the rlght
to utili=~ 70 per cent. of the deposits of the
Government Savings Bank in_difterent direc-
tions on their own account. We want to give
all the attention we possibly can to this rural
credit business. 1 have just turned up a
speech that I made in 1920, when the Common-
wealth Bank Agrecment Ratification and
State Advances Bill was before the House.
At that time I advocated very sirongly that
the savings bank deposits in the country dis-
tricts should be made available for expendi-
ture in the district in which the money was
deposited.  You can see what a very fine thing
that would be. If money deposited in
countrv centres was made available for the
farmers and local authorities in those centres
at a low rate of interest, it can be easily seen
what a great development would take place.

Mr. Burcock: How would newly settled
districts get on under a scheme of that kind?

(Mr. G. P. Barnes.
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: The revenue would
come from those interested in the district
At any rate, the Government are coming
round to my way of thinking, and surely
nobody could be more intorested in the
right use of money than the man who puts
it into a savings bank. Why, his interests
would be increased by the development of
the country round about, due to the expendi-
ture which had taken place as a result of the
investment of his money. During the discus-
sion of the Commonwealth Bank Agreement
Ratification and State Advances Bill,
said : —

“I feel T would like to say something
on this matter. I believe that the iden
is to centralise things, so to speak. I
differ entirely from such an objective,
berause I believe that if the people
are to be served as faithfully as they
should be served in the direction referred
to by the leader of the Opposition, the
hon. member for Dalby, just now, of
helping development and the advance-
ment of the State, we should aim at
decentralisation in the application of
moneys which come into the various sav-
ings banks of the State. I tried to find
out during the elections the amount which
catne in to the Savings Bank at Warwick.
The figures were not available, but I
did ascertain that in 1915 the sum of
£155,000 over and above withdrawals
was retained there. I found, further,
that over the whole period of seventeen
vears the total sum made available from
the Savings Bank to the town and dis-
trict of Warwick was only £45,000. I
contend that a moiety of the amounts
deposited in the various Savings Banks
centres should be made available for
the dexelopment of those respective dis-
tricts. I know that therc is a scheme
for a rural bank; but I want to know
whether a scheme of that kind will
receive due protection when the Bill
is before the House. I maintain that
if in these days of the dearness and
dearth of money we are to consider the
truc dvelopment of our country we must
use the moneys that are immediately
at hand. I maintain that no community
has a Dbetter right to first consideration
in the allotment of the funds of that
community than the depositors them-

sclves. I listened to the Premier yester-

lar, and he delivered himself in some
respects In a way which met with the
high approval of members of this side
of the House. He referred, for instance,
to irrigation. Why should not a moiety
of the funds coming into the Warwick
Savings Bank be made available for the
development of a scheme such as he
hinted at yesterday as being one of
the great developmental schemes of the
State? (Hear, hear!) I think the House
should demand from the Minister infor-
mation as to whether, in the direction
to which I have referred full protection
is going to be glven to the requirements
that may arise in special districts. I
consider that we would be giving effec-
tive attention to the matter if we secured
from the Minister a promise that at leass
a moiety of the moneys coming into the
various centres of the State would be
applied in the way I have indicated.”

I also made a speech on the same matter,

reported on page 236 of the same volume
of “ Hansard,”” and it is rather interesting
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4o find that the trend of things after four
vears is following along the identical lines
which I urged the House to take in the
interests of the man on the land. This
course is morc urgent now than ever, and
it would be extremely cnlightening if the
Premiecr delivered hims#lf to
on the question.

At 410 pam.,

The Cuarryax ov Coaarrires (Mr. Pollock,
Geeaory) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. NOTT (Stanlcy): 1 admit that the
{zovernnient were clected on certain promiscs
and reccived their instructions at the Emu
Park Convention in connection with certain
legislation, but I am particularly glad that
they have decided that some of that legis-
lation is impossible and have more or less
put the plug in. They have let up on the
L.and Act Amendment Act, and T am hoping
that that is a forerunner of a further letting
up on their instructions. [ am hoping that
they are going to sec the error of their ways
in regard to perpetual leasehold, and that
they will let up on that. because they will
help in the development of the State.
Sooner or later they will have to abandon
that principle in the interests of the people
in the country, and I am hoping that it witl
not be long before they do so. Before the
l{;ovcrnmum arc granted this sum of money
it 15 just as well to impross upon them that,
notwithstanding  the  huge  resources of
Queensland, development is not taking place
to the extent that it should.

The other day, when speaking of the Bris
bane Valley lne, I pointed out that therc
was a loss of about £40,000 per annum on
the running of that line. and I pointed out
that, if there v an zlteration in certain
grades and eurves. that loss might be saved.
I pointed ong that, if there was an expendi-
ture amounting to what now represents one
vear’s loss, insiead of that line being run at
a loss year after vear, as is the case now,
1t might possibly be made @ paying concern.
That line carries as much traffic as the
cngines are capable of drawing., It was vers
naticeable during the past holiday weck that
ahout 700 or 900 people from Yarraman and
the  vicinity visited Brisbane to view the
festivities and travelled down by motor car.
It you had 700 or 900 people travelling by
rail, the finances on that line would be con-
siderably tmproved. With the present con-
ditions of travelling on that line it is only
to be expected that the people will avoid
travelling on that line if they can do so. I
daresay that next vear, instead of 700 or 900
people travelling by ear, the numbrr will be
increased to well over 1,000

The hon. member for Dalby made some
veference to the expenditure on the mnew
Ipswich Railway Station. I would like to
emphasise his remarks by stating that T think
it is a calamily for 2 Government to allow
the railways to be run in such a way as to
have a very large sum of money practicallv
idle in a structure a very short distance
from the present Ipswich Railway Station.
It might just as well he put out of sight
for all the good thai the money is doing at
the present time. If one would only have
a look through the Ipswich railway refresh-
nient-room  and kitchen where the
employees are asked to cook and prepare
foodstuffs for the travelling public, I think
they would agree that it is a crying shame
to have such dirty and dilapidated promises
in a city the size of Ipswich. I am mention-

1924—
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ing this particularly because guite a number
of people travel from the top end of my
electorate. They are ten hours in a train,
which averages about 10 miles an hour.
They arrive at Ipswich, and have to take
the food that is prepared for them there.
The room in which it is served has the most
miserable accommodation possible. Women,
travelling with children have not room to
stand even along the bar, if there are several
of them. It is time that something was done
to build a new station and provide decent
accommodation for the public at such an
important ceutre as Ipswich. . Yarraman
has become a little town. It h=s grown to
a certain extent, but since there has hecn a
dearth of frechold land in its vicinity the
bhanks there are not favourably disposed to
consider the prospects of that locality unless
some further freehold land can be opencd
for selection, or unless they can at least be
a=sured of the likelikood of the Government
making some alteration in their forestry policy
as regards that locality, A numb.r of selectors
established there in a very precarious
predicament. and &t the present time are
being forced to realise on their furniture and
homes at a particularly low rate. A number
of the men in that locality, including
lengthsmen, are anxious to get advances
under the Advances to Settlers Act or from
the Corporation that is going to take over
that business. Many of tho settlers have
continued working for the improvement of
their land and are continuing to-day in the
expeetation of receiving this menetary assist-
ance: but so far very little of such assistance
kas been forthcoming. The Secretary for
Public Lands interjected carly in the after-
noon that the expenditure under that head
had very greatly mcreased. The expenditure
under this head should very greatly increase,
because it is cne of the Acts which should
ke a potent force in the future development
of the State. Many of the men right along
this valley are working to-day in the hope
that to-morrow—and a very early to-morrow
—they  will receive assistance. Quite a
number of these men have been dependent
for the last few years on stock that have
been loaned to them. They were on the
land when rain came, and, although they
had very good feed, they were unable to
purchase stock. Sorie of the residents in
the localitv loaned stock to them, and they
are working on that loaned stock at the
present time, When the Advances to Scttlers
Bill was going through this Chamber I got
an assurance that it would not be long after
it was passed before it would be put into
operation. and that some good would accrue
directly to the settlers expecting assistance
Although that Bill was passed a consider-
able time ago. we find that very many of
the applications put before the Advances to
RQettlers Corporation are hung up simply
through want of funds.

The SECRETARY FOR PrUBLic Laxns: That is
not true. If the hon. member is referring
to the Burnett scheme, funds are available.

Mr. NOTT: I only hope that the hon.
gentleman’s interjection thet funds are avail-
able is correct, and I hope that those funds
will be made available immediately. I
know there are many people particularly
anxious to be kept going by an advance.

The SrcrETARY FOR PusLic LaNps: I am
only referring to the Burnett scheme.

Mr. NOTT: The Burnett is not the only
place in Queensland. Other places are just

Mr. Nott.]
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as important. The Government would have
had a great deal more value for their money
had they taken the trouble to look for land
adjacent to the existing railway system and
developed that land before embarking on
the Burnett scheme.

There is one thing that happened quitc

- recently that sticks in my gizzard somewhat.
Quite recently the Secrctary for Public Lands
spoke on the financial position, and explained

that the inflated currcney did not injure
trade, and so on. In that I thoroughly agreo
with him.

The SecRETARY ror Pusnic LanDs: It does
not injure trade to the extent that it does
salartes.

‘«Ir NOTT: T know that we as a State

will have to pay increased interest on the
mon‘oy that has been borrowed. It has been
indicated that this increase is not to be
obtained by way of taxation, but by an
increase in freights. I think that 1mp051t1on
on the freights throughout Queensland is
particularly 11k=ome wd very unjust to the
people living away from the cilies, because
1t is making a direct charge on those pecple
who are developing the COthlV It will hurt

farmers, timboy- ”etto s, and other workers
established some distance from the metro-
polis. Those are the people who will directly
pay this increased nost.  Secing that the

Government have beon claiming that they
have done everything to assist the man out-
side of the metlopol‘ it 1s strange that at
their very first opportunity they male those
prople pay an extra £300.000 ov 5400,000 per
annum. 1 contend that it is not altog-ther
just that the increased cost should be met by
way of an increase in freights 1nst"ad of by
some other method wherebx the people living
in the cities would contribute to a much
greater extent than they are at present likely
ta do.

At 425 p.m.,

The SPEARER resumed the chair

Mr. EDWARDS (Fanangs): I wish fivst of
all to complain of the lack of intrrest shown

Ministers in the discussion that has taken
place to-day. It 13 do))loml)m to sec the
attitude of Ainisters in counection with the
important matters brought befor: them during
\u(h a discussion as we have had this day.
To-day practically the only Minister who ha
taken any interest in the plocc(‘dnms h“s been
the Secr tary for Public Lands, and mzmy
ot the huge mistakes that have occurre
during the last few years have been largely
caused through the lack of intercst un the p'xrt
of Ministers in the discussions that take place
in this ITouse. There iz no doubt that on
several occasions vory important matters have
heen discuss d by members ou this side of the
Housa, but they have been treated with con-
tempt by Mintsters of the Crown, with the
meuly that at the present time Queensland
finds itself in a most deplorable condition
from the financial point of vicw as well as
from many other points of view. I hope that
from this out Ministers will talke more notice
of men who have hsd practical experience,
d.)d who realise the urgent nccessity there

« for assistance being given to outback scttlm“
‘md people who arc itrugghng on the lana
to-day.

I want to bring before ths notice of hon.

members the unfo1tunaro position, from a
railway point of view, that the people of
Southern Burnectt are placed in. For years

[Mr. Nott.
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past the necossity of having the conne
links beiween the Brisbane Valley line end
the Souihern Burnett, and botween the Towns
and the Southern Burnett, have been brought
before the Government, but so far nothing
has been dou. While I agrce with other
hon. members that the time has come when
we should go into the railway construction
» y overy <1rofu]lv indecd before miles of
railways ave built under the present non-pay-
g system, _vf‘t T still believe that these links
are absolutslr necessary, not only in the
interests of the scttlers who are struggling
taifes awas from a scaport and from their
principal market, but they are nocusau alsn
for the economic work
The very matter that w

5] mgntloned by the

kon. member for Stanlev in regard to the
slow running of the train from Yarraman
& : to Ipswich proves the nceessity for the
link between Nanango and Yarraman Creek
If the Govormment were to construet tha:
link, which s0 urgent in the intevests of

the cconomic running of the railwavs, it would
bring the people of the Southern Burnett 103
sniles closer to thoir market, and it would be
doing a big thing in the interests of the
railways of Queensland. The same thing
applies to the 11111\ (on‘w(tmﬁ the Southern
Burnett with th Downs. At the preseils tima
railway freight hd to be paid for 225 wmiles
fl‘("‘,"l Nanango to Brisbanc, whercas, if that
link were constructed, they eould get to Bris-
bane in a little over 100 miles. The inereared
rvate that has just been imposed by the Govern-
ment s not going to make it any better for
the sottl-rs in thosze are The same remarks
apply in a larger was in regard to produce
sont from  th Soathern Burnett to  the
Southern Railwayx line. t the present time
thiv produc has to be railed 326 miles from
Nanango to Toowoomba, whercas it is onls

100 miles across country, and if thess two
Iinks were constructsd, 1t would make the
position a great  al better for the sottlers

in those diztricts aud assist in the ceonomic
sorking of the railwa T hope the Govern-
ment will seriously take these mattoers into
considerstion. DBefor: I leave thoe
railways T want to point out that,
if the Government had taken
notice of what the Opposition said some years
890 in connection with the working: of the
railways, they would not have had to increas:
the fares and freights, the burden of which
vell havo to be borne by the people in the
country districts. That is a matter which has
boen brought up on this side of the Honse
')\‘01' and over again. We have repeatedly

nld tho Gorernment that the railways should
have been run under different conditions, and
that greater consideration should have been
oiven to settlers along existing railwavs so that
they could produce greater quantitis of pro-
duce for converance on the lines. There would
not then have been the loss on the working of
the railways which has taken placs.

[4.30 p.n1.1

There is another matter I wish to refer
t04 The Premier has been told from this
side of the House a score of times that

he would ultimately come to the position
fo which he came recently in London in
connection with the loans. That is a real
grievance on the part of members on this
side. We told the Premier in 1920, when
the loan was turned down in London and he
had to go to America, that he would even-
tually have to come to the present position
and that he would have practically to
repudiate the legislation then brought in,
which he has done to-day. I am not blaming
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the hon. gentleman for doing that, as I
think he did the only thing posiible under
the circumstances; but in the int
Qduxmland we can justly blame the Govern-
ment that it was not done years ago—that
the credit of this State was not maintained,
and that private moncy was not allowed to
flow into the State for development purpgse:
It would not only have been better for the
producers and business moen, but it would
have been a thousand times better for the
working mien in connection with the estab-
Hshment of secondary industries and in other
ways. There has bheen a diminution in the
lnvcjtmcnt of private money in this State
for a number of yeurs, and that has been
detrimental, Tt is to be hoped that the
Premier and the Secretary for Public Land
will take a fivm stand and soc that there
iz no interference with investors, and that
every cucouragement is given to private
capital in the starting of sccondary indus-
tries, so that the primary produesis who are
battling in Queensland can get a better
market for their products.

The matter of country #chools has been
mentioned this afternoon and on previous
occarions It 1s unfortunate that the Go-
vernment do not taks greater interest in
these matters when they ave brought before
them from time to time. While the pecple
in the country districts are gefting some
assistance from the Government from =an
educational point of view, thev are not
getting the same deal as city people are
gotting. That 1s nutural when we remember
that where ])oopm are combined together
in great numbers they can get gloatcr facili-
Every consideration ~hould however, b»
L to the settlers on the land in the war of
scheols.  In many of the country distriets
the schools are in o dilapidated condition,
having gonc for lifteen to twenty years
without repair. The argument that a school
ﬁhauwd rot be built in a given country dis-
trict beeause the popu]atm.] may be shifting
away is so much rot, because it is not a great
deal of trouble to build a school which can
he hooked on to a bullock team and dragged
to some other placs if the department finds
that the attendance is not up to the standard.
I hope that in the near future the Govern-
ment will wake np fo the position, and not
merely declare that a school shall be built,
but also build it and sce that the (’Ountl«
children get a fairer and a squarer deal
than in the past, so that t hey will be put more
on an equal footing with the city and town
children.

I want to say just a few words about

soldier settlement, althcugh it has been
brought up here en many occssions. I am

not going to criticise the Government for
what has been done—they have been criti-
cised enough, and the Seeretary for Public
Lands blushes almost cvery time we mention
the subject—but I want to sav that the
soldiers who are on the land ana are trying
to make good should not be let down by the
Government. I hope that every assistance
will be given to them, and that because some
setilers who have not come up to the stan-
dard have not been able to carry on, these
who are left on the land will not be denied
any consideration that can be given to them.

Tot me air mv grievances in connection
with the "Agricultural Bank Act, which we
have beon talking about for years. As some-
one who knows something abont agriculture
and the pionecring part of it, I believe that

119 Avarsy.]

Supply.

that Act is the only legislation which 15 zoing
really to develop the backblocks of Queens-
Jand. We have asked for an agricultural
bank for years—for something which would
give immediate assistance to settlers—and in
1923 the Government came forward with an
Agricultaral Bank BRill, which practically
did away “ith the State Advances Corpora-
tion, and the Co-operative Production and
Advances to Farmers Act, a'ld we nmurally
thought that what we w anted was going to
be realived. But twelve montks have gone,
and we still have no agricultural bauk.

would ask the qh(roiarv for Public Lands,
ss one who is interested in the land settles
ment of Queensland, {o use his influerce, not
only to have the Act brought inte operation
at once, but—what Is more impertant—to see
that money i made aV{hlabh' immediately
for those people who desire it in order to
enable them to ¢ayry on. A lot of the handi-
caps upon the agriculturist could be removed
if you gave him a fair and honest deal in
financing him. f it were possible in the
intereats of the State, 7 uld get rid of the
Srate enterprises to which the Government
have been Ivau ing on and put the money
into the agricaltural bank or some such insti-
tution by which the scttlers cculd be financed,
and then leave ﬂ)(ﬂn alone to work cut theiv

own destinies.  The better paet of ‘%(\pl«
whether agriculturists or industrial woviors
can well be lefé alone to work osn: iheir
destinics in the interests of themscives, their
famili-«, and the State. Thoe ilg)'i(ﬁu‘finuf*
are not getting the assistance thev shoulc

at present, although the offivials ave doiug
eversthing thes possibly can. Applicaiions
are hung up for months sud mwonth- for no
cther reason. to my mind, than the lack «f
funds. As one hon. member cn this side said

1 the
nct gnite ¢lear on

this afterncon. there is some rcason =
thing is hung up which 15

Mr. Corrixg: You have had all the say
on that side of the House.

Mr. EDWARDS: If is quitc noticeable
how docile and quict the hon. member has
been sinee he was Premier of this State for
a brief interval,

In conclusien, I want to say that I
the time is not far distant «
ment will realise the mnecessity for another
redistribution of seats. As already men-
tioned, the country people are not getting a
fair desl in the maiter of representation.
It is impossible for the reprezentative of a
country district. who has to travel miles and
rniles to the diffevent parts of his electorate,
to give the same attention to it that a mem-
ber in the metropolitan arca is able o give
to his electorate. If the Government are
sincere in their desive to build up, develop,
and help the State as it should be helped,
then it 1s time for them to be up_and doing
so as to place the primary and secondary
industries upon a proper footing, whereby
we can competr with the Southern States
and manufacture our raw material and
ecmploy our men within our own State.

Question—That the Speaker do now
the chair—put and paszed

hope
hen the Govern-

leave
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CoMMITTEE—~-VOTE Ox Accotnt, £4,730.000.
(Mr. Pollock Gregory, in the chaiv)
The TREASURER (Hon. E. (. Thendore,

Chillagoe): 1 beg to move—
“ That there be granted to His Majesty

Mr. Nott.]
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ot account for the service of the year
1024.85 a forther sum not exceeding
£4,700,000 towards defraving the expenses
of the various <epartments and services
of the State.”

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): The Treasurer
has not stated what period this appropria-
tion is fo cover. 1 am rather surprised at
the amount of £1,200,000, which is to be
appropriated for loun expenditure. At the
AMay Day celebrations the Acting Treasurer
pointed out that loan expenditure must be
kept within certain limits if the Govern-
ment were going (o carry on. I cannot see
from what direction the Government are
woing to obiain money for such expenditure,
vet the expenditure is 19 go on in just the
same war., We were told by the Treasurer,
and by the Sccretary for Public Lands when
he came back from the Treasurers’ Con-
ference in Melbourne, that loan expenditure
would have to be curtailed to a minimum.
We had the Treasurer saying that £5,000,000
per annum wan necessary or the Government
would be faced with disaster. Then we had
the Secretary for Public Lands stating that
the (fovernment must carry on within their
financial vesources and must cut down loan
expenditure to £1,250,000. I cannot see
what position we are getting into. We know
that in connection with the last conversion
loan we shall have to pay an extra £214,000
in interest, to which must be added the
interest of the loan money expended last
vear, which will bring it well up to £300,000.
The annual interest on loan money in 1922-23
amounted to £3,583,714, and, after deducting
an amount of £1,459.517 returncd from works
construcied by loan money, there is left a
charge on revenue of $£2130,397. To-day
loan work is being continued at a very high
cost, and we find that last vear £4.656,000
was spent on loan work, and there does not
scem to be any curtailment in that direc-
tion. The Treasurcr has given us no inkling
ar to how the marvey is to be found. The
Lon. gentieman makes a considered statement
in which he says that the financial resources
of the Siate will not bear this increased
expenditure, and  expenditure from loan
funds must be curtailed. This i1s the first
appropriation since that stalement was made,
vet the Treasurer is asking for £1,200,000 to
carry on in the same way as last year. 1
want to know what the position is that we
are getting into, and where the money is to
o found to continue this expenditure. The
House should know what provision the Go-
vernment are making, and whether they are
going to carry on nntil they reach a dead-end
and then stop. The Treasurer might give
us a little information when asking for an
amount of money such as this as to the time
it is to be used in and what steps are being
made to meet obligations. In the face of
the recent statements of the Treasurer, some
explanation is mnecoassary when an appro-
priation such as this does not provide for
any decrease in the loan figures.

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
(‘Iiilugoe) : The hon. member for Aubigny
1s not ¢orrect in assuming that this, the first
Appropriation Bill of this session, provides
for a greater expenditure than we made
provision for last vear. It is impossible for
me at this stage to go into details and in
that manner to anticipate the Financial
Statement which I hope to deliver on Friday
next.

Mr. MOORE:
us on for?

[#Mr. Moore.

How long will this carry
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. The TREASURER: The amount which
it is proposed to appropriate will carry us on
at least until October. The rate of expendi-
ture from the Loan Fund Account may not
be any less than it has been of recent months,
but the final amount of expenditure necessary
during the financial year will be less than
what was necessary last year. The amount
of appropriation sought for is -£2,000,000
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund,
£1,500,000 from the Trust and Special Funds,
and £1,200,000 from the Loan Fund Account.
The aggregate rate of expenditure from
the T.oan Fund Account may not be very
much differsnt from that for the correspond-
ing period of last year, but the expenditure of
loan money for the vear will certainly have to
be curtailed. Loan money will be strietly
limited, and, as our resources are of a
limited nature, loan expenditure must also
be limited.

Question—That the resolution be agreed
to—put and passed.

The Ilouse resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resumption of the Committec was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The rosolution was received, and agreed
to.

WAYS AND MEANS.
CoMyIrTEE—VOTE ON Accotnt, £4,700,000.
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Jhillagoe): I beg to move—

*“(a) That, towards making good the
Bupply granted to His Majesty on
account, for the service of the year 1924-
1925, a further sum not exceeding
%2.000,000 be granted out of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund of Queensland
exclusive of the moneys standing to the
credit of the Loan Fund Account.

“(5) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty on
account, for the service of the year 1924-
1925, a further sum not oxceeding
£1,500,000 be granted from the Trust
and Special Funds. .

“(¢) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty on
account, for the service of the year 1924-
1925, a further sum not exceeding
£1.200,000 be granted.from the moneys
standing to the credit of the Loan
Fund Account.”

Question put and passed.
The House resumed.

The CuairMaN reported that the Committee
had come to certain resolutions.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for a later hour
of the sitting.

The resolutions were received, and agreed
to.

APPROPRIATION BILL, No 1.

ALL STAGES.

A Bill, founded on the foregoing resolu-
tions, was introduced, and passed through
all its stages without discussion or amend-
ment.



Ways and Means.

WAYS AND MEANS.
RESUMPTION orF (COMMITTEE,
(Mr. G. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)
GOVERNMENT LOAN BILL.

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
(C"hillagoe): 1 beg to move—

““That a sum not exceeding 4£9,000,000
lre raised by the issuc of Government
stock or of inscribed stock secured upon
the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Queens-
land and bearing interest at a rate fixed
by the Governor in Council according as
necessity demands, to defray the cost of
public works and services, the total sum
authorisrd to be raised to include such
additional sums as may be necessary in
order actually to produce to the Treasury
the said sum after providing for all costs,
charges, and expenses connected with the
raising thercof or with the redemption,
retirement, or remewal of the Government
stock or inscribed stock issued or created
in respect thereof; and for that purpose
to authorise Government stock or inscribed
stock to be issued or created in excess of
the said sum of £9,000,000; and that,
pending the final disposal of any Govern-
ment stock or inseribed stock authorised
to be issued or created, the Governor in
Council may obtain temporary advances
from any bank, corporation, or financial
institution for such period and on such

terms as to interest or otherwise as he
thinks fit.”

This is the usual motion in Ways and Means
preliminary to the introduction of a Loan
Bill. I ask the Conimittec to allow the matter
to be advanced by this stage, so that a date
may be fixed for the introduction of the
Bill, when members will be given an oppor-
tunity of discussing the proposal in detail.

New authority is required to borrow money.
The last Loan Act was passed in 1921. The
authority wunder that Act is becoming
exhausted, and in order to get the necessary
authority to carry through the loan trans-
actions that will be required for this financial
vear both here and in England, it is necessary
to get a fresh authority. It has been usual
for Parliament to authorise the borrowing of
a certain sum of moncy, necsssitating the
Government asking for fresh authority before
that amount 1s exhausted. 1 think 1t is not
unreasonable to ask for the amount set out in
the motion.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): 1 did not quite
realise that this Bill was going to be intro-
duced to-day, but I recognise that none of
us can stop it, and that authority must be
given to the Government to borrow the
requisite amount of money to keep the loan
works going—at any rate, until they can be
reduced without serious loss to the State.
It appears to me to be rather a large sum in
the present state of our finances in Queens-
land to ask for, but, of course, if it is going
to come before the House at the various

times the moneys have to be

5 p.m.]

raised, there is not such an

objection to it as there would
be if we were asked to authorise a loan of
£9,000,000 straight off—not that there would
be the slightest opportunity of securing that
large amount, judging from the scarcity of
loan money and the difficulty in obtaining
it. I do not suppose that this is the occasion
on which we can criticise the way in which
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the loan money is to be spent, but when that
opportunity  does  come,  and ‘ﬂ[m Bill s
brought in, hon. members on this side will
have something to say,

The TreastREr: If I may be allowed, I
would suggest that the debate on the Finan-
cial Statement would be a better opportunity
for the discussion than e can have on the
Loan Biil.

Mr. MOORE : Possibly, on the Bill we shall
be able to have a certsin amount of discus-
sion which will be useful to the Government
if they will take notice of it. Unfortunately,
the Government have not been ready to take
advantage of our criticism previously.

Tho TREASURER: I think the hon.'genﬂt_}—
man is not justified in saying that. Since his
leadership of the Opposition we have accepted
any sensible advice he has tendered. (Laugh-
ter.)

Mr. MOORE: If the advice we have given
had been followed by the Government, we
would not have had the unfortunate financial
position we arve in to-day. We are ~asking
for a laree amount of money, considering the
authoritative statements made by the Trea-
surer and the Secrctary for Public Lands as
to the difficults of securing money.

The TrEasTRER: I think that in times past
the amount asked for has not been less than
£9,000,000.

Mr. MOORE: In the past there has not
been the same difficulty in securing money,
and the rate of intercst was not so high.
consicier that at the present time, When we
take into consideration the condition of
Quecnsland and the authoritative statement§
which have been made by the Trexsuver ana
the Secrotary for Public Lands, it is a vast
amount of nioncy to ask for in view of the
small rerurn we are getting from loan expen-
diture. When wa get the Loan Bill we shall
be able to bring forward concrete cases 1n
endeavouring to point out the extravagant
wav in which loan moncy has been expended
and on which there will be ne return to the
Qtatn for verv many vears. It is a question
whother the State can continue the rate of
borrowing we are going on with to-day. I
do not think it can. I am sorry to see such
a larse amount asked for, because it only
means encouraging the Government to secure
larger sums of money than they are_justified
in getting when we fake into consideration
the finaucial position of the State.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHaIRAAN réported that the Committee
bad come to a resolution.

The resumption of Committee was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The resolution was reeeived, and agreed to.

GOVERNMENT LOAN BILL.
FirsT READING.

The TREASURER (Hon, . G. Thoodox‘g
Chillagor) presented a Bill founded on 7‘tho
resoluticn agreed to in Committee of Ways
and Means, and moved—

“ That the Bil be now read a
time.”

Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next

Mr, Moore.]

first
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DISEASES IN PLANTS ACT AMEXND.
MENT BILI.

C'OMMITTEE.

(3Er. Pollacl, Gregory, in the chair.)

Clav 1 and 2 put and passed.

Ay, MOOURE (Auiigry): Before clause 3
is put. I desire to move an amendment,

The C"‘IRV»\\
The hon.

The I{ouse resumed.

The Crammany reported the
amendnient,

The third reading of the Bill was made

There is no clause 3.
member has lost his opportunity.

Bill without

an Order of the Day for Tuesdar next.
APPRENTICESHIP BILL.
COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Pollochk, Gregory, in the chair.)
Clavse 1—*“ Short title and construction of
{ —put and passed.

)

Clanise 2—“ Ipterpretation

My, XERR (#neggera): 1 beg to move the
folloving ame \r linent: —
On line 17, pags 1. to omit the word

der,” with a view to inserting the
wirds—
*not less than fourteen years and not
ro than,”

The clause will then read—
¢ Minor ’ means a person not less than
fourteen years of age and not more than

rwenty-one years of age.”’

In the past 1t has been the practice for a
boy to start as an apprentice at sixteen years
of age. For many years hon. members on
this side have been considering that age in
velation to the compulsory education age of
fourteen years. A lad may leave school at
fourteen years, but no provision has previously
been made for the employment of that lad
during the two following years, and it has
been a catastrophe for the bov and for the
State.  After representations had been made
from this side, the Government issued a regu-
letion in September, 1923, providing that a
minor shall be « person not less than four-
{fecn vears of age and not more than cighteen
vears of age. Perhaps the Minister will give
sonie reason why in this Bill he has made no
reference to the minimum age of fourteen
xe*p. 1 think that we are justified in press-
ng tor such an explanation, and, secing that
we are de aling with a Bill to 1(Tulate the
employvment of apprentices, we are justified
in asking for the inclusion of that minimum
age in the Bill. Some hon. members opposite
have charged mpyeelf and other hon. mem-
bers on this side with seeking to exploit child
labour. I am sure hen, members who make
that accusation have not read the law relat-
mg to cmployment in factories, which states
that no person under fourteen vears of age
can be cmployed in a factory except by per-
mission of the Minister, and then that person
wist not be under thirteen vears of age. We
have had a Labour Government in Quecnsa
land for a number of wears, and, with the
exception of New South Wales and South
Australia, Queensland is worse off than any
other State in regard to legislation pro-
hibiting the employment of persons under a
certain age. In Victoria, Western Australia,
2nd Tasmania,,. no boy under the age of
fourtean years and no girl under the age of
{ifteen years can be emploved.

[Mr. Ec

MBLY.]

Apprenticeship Bill.

This ix a vory Inl])O tant question indeed.
Tn my opinion, it is one of the most important
aucstions in this Bill. It is clozely associated
with the maximum school age. The Minister
porsibly will refer to clause 20 and say that
what 1 reguest may be done under the Bill.
While I recognise that fact, the irclusion of
the amendment 1 have moved will indicate
to the authorities concerned that a bor over
fourteen years of age can be employed in that
capacity. If the age has been specificalls
cmmed from the Blh, then it is an ndication

that that is not the age of apprenticeship.
T want io read an extract from a report of a
conferonee in Scotland which seems to me to
surt up the position. It says—

“In Scotland, where very close attention
has b-en paid to the question of appren-
ticeship in the enginecring trades, it is
considered that, notwithstanding the great
advantage that acerues from a boy begin-
ning his apprenticoship only after he has
been carried on at school to the higher
age of fifteen ycars, and has taken the
intermediat= certificate of the Scottish
Education Department, boys should enter
the cmployment of the firm with which
they are going to frain Immediately on
leaving school; and that the period of
uns . rtlement hetween school and appren-
tic(«hip <hould be abolished. Whmever
cducation a hov mayv have, and even if his
Jjourne :1ndn~.h|p will be (caunul before
he reaches his majority, ho should, it is
thought, enter the employment of the firm
as an apprentice immeadiately on leaving
school.”

I want to press the consideration on the
Committee of allowing a boy to be appren-
tized when he leaves school. There are too
many dead-end jobs in this State. A boy
must be allowed to take a job. Many boys
at fourteen years are more physically fit to
take a job than many boys of fifteen. We
shall find later on that the physique of the
boy must be a factor in his apprenticeship.
Tf the Minister says that there is no bar,
then there should be no objection to including
his age. I again say that we should not
nit the Arbitration Court to be the
ding frctor. If it is the intention of the
Minister to permit an apprentice of fourteen
vears being employed, that intention should
be specifically statsd in the legislation; it
should not be left to the Arbitration Court.
If it is to be left to any body, that body should
be an exccutive composed of experienced
omplovers and employees, but I contend that
it should be specified in this Bill. I hope
hat the Minister will give a satisfactory
reason if he will not accept the amendment.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Iion. W. Forgan Swmith, Mackay): 1 do
not proposs to aCcept the amendment which
is ‘quite unnccessary and somewhat outside
the scope of the Bill. The hon. member
claims as his reason for moving it that
anyone under fourteen - years of age can
be engaged in any industry. The question
of the compulsory training of bovs and
the age at which they should leave school
is not dealt with under this Bill at all. It
is dealt with under the State Kducation
Acts, and if it is desired to increase that age
to fifteen or sixteen years, it should be done
in the proper way by an amendment of those
Acts. I think a good case may be advanced
for increasing the school age. Personally.
I would like to see the time come when
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oducation may be carried on until the lad
reaches the age of sixteen years, which I
consider the best age at which to commence
training for a trade. Something might be
done between the ages of fourteen and six-
teen in the direction of technical training
to {it a boy for the trade he will follow
later. We know the compulsory school age
1= now fourteen years, and I think the Arbi-
tration Court should determine the age at
which a boy should commence a trade. There
is no reason in some callings why a boy
should not commence a trade when he
leaves school. The reason why we provide
in clause 20 that the court shall deal with
this matter is that tlie conditions operating
i ous industries are different. Take,
mple, any trade w1r calling that

s el of work which it is not
desirable that a bov should commence too
voung., It a matter that should be
thrashed out in the Arbitration Court with
all the available evidence before the Court.
Tor that reason I do not propose to accept
rhe propesed amendment,

W, CORSER (Burneté): I cannol quite
wagree with the Sceretary for Public Works.
At fir-t my impression of the amendment
did not convey to me its real importance.
We know that, while an Act of Parliament
may really read in one dirvection, there are
such things as regulations issued by the
Governor in Council, and the unfortunate part
is that a regulation issued by the Governor
in Council may be open to the construction
that it is not advisable for a lad to be
engaged in a calling until, probably, he is
sixteen vears of age.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Works: That is
1o be det rmined by the Arbitration Court.

Mr. CCORSER: That is so, or it may be
(ixed by regulation of the Governor in Council
—that 1s the unfortunate part. We know that
government by regulation is a matter hamper-
ing us at the prosent time, and I am some-
what concerned in that regard. It may be
Detter to make it quite clesv that when a
soung lad 1= prepared to leave school, or so
iong s the Stat> regulations permit him to
leave school at the age of fourteen, he should
be enabled to enter a trade. I think most
hon. members agrae that that is the intention
»f the Bill, and there should be nothing to
prevent us accepting this amendment.

The SzcrETarY FOr PunLic Womxs: Under
this Bill no boy under fourteen years of age
«can he indentured.

Mr. (CORSER : That is a reason why therc
zhould be no objection to the amendment.
The amendment does net go bevond that. 1L
fixea the age at not less than fourtcen year:
to not more than twenty-one ycars.

The SECRETARY ror PusLic Works: The

Bill says ““under twenty-one years.”’

The CHAIRMAN : Order! TUnder the pro-
visions of the Sessional Order agreed to by
the House on 31st July, I will now leave the
Chair. report progriss, and ask leave to sit
HAZR.

The Iouse resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress and asked
lcave to sit again.

The resumption of the Commitiee was made
an Order of ths Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.

Questions.
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