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THURSDAY, 31 JULY, 1924. 

The SP!:<IKER (Hon. \V. Bertram, .llarre) 
tcok the chair at 10 a.m. 

RESIGNATION OF MEMBER. 

HoN. J. HuxH.nr. 

The SPEAKER: I have to inform tho 
House that I have received tho following­
letter from the hon. member for Buranda:-

" Qualtroug-h street, 
" Brisbane, 31st July, 1924. 

" Dear Mr. Speaker,-
" I hereby tender my resignation as 

member of Parliament for the electorate 
of Buranda. 

"Yours faithfully, 

"J. HuxHAM. 
" The Hon. the Speaker, 

"Parliament House, Brisbane." 

SEAT DECLARED VACANT. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacha.rn): I beg to 
1nove-

" That the seat of Hon. John Huxham 
hath become and is now vacant by reason 
of the resignation thereof since his elec­
tion and return to serve in this House as 
member for the electoral district of 
Buranda." 

Question put ,;.nd passed. 

QUESTIONS. 

INTENTIONS OF GOVERNMENT IN RE LEGISLATION 
TO DEAL WITH PILLAGING. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong) asked tlu• 
liome Secretary-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
the comments made by His Honour Mr. 
Justice Lukin at the recent criminal 
sittings of the Supreme Court that steps 
should be taken to amend the Act to deal 
with pillaging? 

"2. In the face of His Honour's state­
ment; also the recommendation m&de by 
the Federal Commission as to the amend­
ment of the laws of Queensland dealing 
with pillaging, is it the intention of the 
Government to take the necessary steps 
t<J introduce this amending legislation 1" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, iliount ,¥£organ) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. 'I'he matter will receive considera­

tion.'' 

RECENT LOAN CONVERSION-LETTER FROM 
BRITISH-AUSTRALIAN COMPANIES AFFECTED 
BY LAND AMENDMENT AcT OF 1920. 

)'llr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Pre­
mier-

" In regard to the conversion negotia­
tions in London, will he lay on the table 
of the House, or read out in answer to 
thi~ question, the full contents of the 
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letter from the two British-Australian 
.-ocietir.s chiefly affected by the disputed 
Land Act Amendment A~t of 1920, m 
which the following appears to be part:-

' ,\, a full and final settlement of 
the -controversy and a demonstration of 
goodwill that you (Mr. Theodore) make 
this offer. having regard to the new 
stroniTl:v held here (London) that tht' 
.\et ~~i~i alter the existing contracts. 
and vou recognise that the I;,nghsh 
corn panics affected by the Act of. 1920 
:He convinced that they have legitimate 
grievances ,,~hich you \vish to rcnlOVB 
and desire to satisfy investors that 
Queensland is as faithful to contractual 
obligations as any other portion of the 
Empire'?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
{Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham.), in the 
;absence of Hon. E. G. Theodore, Chillagoe), 
replied-

., Yes, I will lay the lett<>r on the 
table." 

\VATER SUPPLY FOR CALIORAN SOLDIER 
SETTLEMENT. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnar1;on), in the 
J~~.bsence of Mr. PETERSON (Norm.anby), 
.asked the Secretary for Public Lands-

" 1. \Vill he place at the disposal of the 
soldier settlers. Calioran Settlement, at 
an early date; an irrigation officer in 
order to discuss with him the feasibility 
or otherwise of a water supply for their 
district? 

"2. Would he extend the same assist­
ance for water facilities to the above 
settlers as is provided to settlers on the 
Burnett and Callide areas? 

".3. If he is unable to agree to either 
of the above requests, would he make 
arrangements, on suitable terms, fo·r the 
transference of settlers concerned to such 
areas that have facilities for a water 
supply?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
~Hon. W. JlilcCormack, Cairns) replied-

" 1. The Commissioner for Irrigation 
has submitted a proposal to the settlers 
at Calioran for their consideration. 

"2. No. 
"3. Bee answer to No. 1." 

REQUEST TO GOVERNMENT FROM LIQUOR TRADE 
FOR RECONSIDERATION OF HOURS OF SALE. 

Mr. MORGAN (J1urilla), in the absence of 
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby), asked the Home Sec­
retary-

" 1. Has the Government recentlv 
received petitions from persons interested 
in the liquor trade requesting the recon­
sideration of the hours during which 
hotels may be kept open for the sale of 
liquor? 

" 2. Is it the intention of the Govern­
ment during this session of Parliament to 
comply with the requests (or any of them) 
contained in such petition?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Mount Morgan) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. The matter will be considered." 

SPECIAL ADJOURI\'MENT. 

" 'That tho House, at its rising this 
day, do adjourn until Tuesday next." 

Question put and passed. 

ADDRESS IK REPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. MOORE (:iubigny), who was received 
with Opposition cheers, said: I rather sym­
pathise with the mover and seconder of the 
Address in Reply, owing to the difficulty they 
had in working up sufficient enthusiasm over 
the programme that l1as been put before us. 

Mr. BEDFORD interjected. 

Mr. MOORE : The mover of the motion, 
the hon. member for Townsville, was not so 
bombastic, and certainly has not been so 
careless of thu rules of the House, as to 
interrupt me in my very first sentence as 
has the seconder, the hon. member for 
Warrego. Perhaps, when that hon. member 
has been a little longer in the House and 
gains a greater knowledge of its procedure, 
he will extend similar courtesy. However, 
the hon. member for Townsville, to overcome 
the difficulty he had in showing enthusiasm 
for the Speech, made .a very excellent speech 
about the development of the North and its 
requirements. Everybody in this House 
recognises what a rich heritage we ha.ve in the 
North, ,and it is the desire of everybody in this 
Chamber to see that the North is adequately 
developed. The motion moved yesterday by 
an hon. member on this side of the House 
had for its object the securing of the best 
possible conditions in the North. 

The hon. member for Warrego, after nine 
years of Labour administration, made the 
discovery that many more reforms are prac­
tically impossible owing to the difficulties 
that are facing the Government. His idea 
for bringing about prosperity to Queensland 
was for the Commonwealth Administration 
to nationalise insurance and banking, so that 
they would have control of ,all moneys. 

I suppose the most important thing we 
have to discuss is the success of the Premier 
when he went to England for the purpose of 
arranging for the conversion of maturing 
loans. I want to congratulate him this time 
on showing ordinary common sense. He 
looked the facts in the face, and made an 
agreement to rehabilitate Queensland. The 
only pity is that he did not show ordinary 
common sense previously. After his last trip 
home he came back to Queensland petulant 
and with his moulh full of boasting and 
vituperation. Evidently, the lesson has been 
learned, and this time on his return we are 
able to congr~tulate him on making an agree­
ment by whwh Queensland is placed in a 
considerably better position. We are all 
pleased that the prestige of Queensland has 
been retrieved. We are all pleased that 
amicable relations have once more been 
established between England and Queensland, 
because, as the Premier sta te·d, it is going 
to make a vast difference to this State. We 
are not going to fall down and worship the 
Premie.r as a superman. To my mind, he 
only did the thmg that should have been 
done long before. 

Mr. HARTLEY : He only undid the bad work: 
your party did in damaging Queensland. 

Mr. Moore:] 
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Mr. MOORE: He only did something to 
retrieve the position brought ,about by the 
stupidity of his own Government. 

Mr. HARTLEl : He refuted the slanders of 
your party. 

lVIr. ::VIOORE: In England he was acclaimed 
a marvellous otatesman because he arranged 
an ag-reement which was satisfactory to the 
financiers. The roaring lion of Queensland 
became th0 cooing dove when he got to 
England. 

:Ylr. HARTLEY: That must have been a 
miracle. How could a roaring lion become 
a cooing dove ? 

1\Ir. lVfOORE: It is by no means an extra" 
ordinary thing to cornplimcnt a man for 
doing the right thing after he has done the 
wrong one. If \\·e go back to the Bible we 
get the parable of the man who had 100 
she<>p-

.. If a man ha·ce an hundred sheep, and 
one of them be gone astray, does he not 
leave the ninety and nine in the wilder, 
nee;, and go aher that which is lost until 
he find it. And when he cometh home, 
he callet.h together his friends and 
neighbours-sayi11g, 'Rejoice with me, 
I have found my sheep which was lost!' 

" There shall be more joy over one 
sinner that rcpenteth than over ninety 
and nine just persons which need no 
repentance." 

That, roughly, is th<c principle adopted by 
the financial people over the repentance of 
the Premier. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: The rejoicing is all the 
more ;f the lost sheep has not been shorn. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. MOORE: The remark of the Premier, 
in order to secure sympathy when he started 
Ol!t on that mission, that-

" The task was a more difficult one than 
any of my predecessors has had to 
handle"-

is, in my opinion, extremely naive. None of 
his predecessors act~d in the way that he and 
his Government did, and there is no excuse 
for the stupid act which was committed in 
spite of the warnings on the other side of 
the world and in spite of the warnings given 
in this Chamber. I would like to refer to 
an article in the London " Times " in 1918, 
in which the position was exactly pointed 
out-

" It is feared that the Government 
may, by the appointment of its adherents 
to the Upper House, obtain the latter's 
consent to the passage of a Bill remov, 
ing the limitations referred to. It may 
seem almost incredible that a State of 
the British Empire should contemplate 
any such suicidal proposal as that with 
which it is credited. To alter adversely 
the leaseholders' contractual position 
without their consent would be to adopt 
a species of Bolshevism which could not 
fail to destroy the confidence of British 
investors in the good faith not only of 
Queensland, but of Australia generally. 

" If it is not repudiation for one 
Government to induce lessees to come 
under an Act hy promising to insert a 
protective provision, which was inserted 
and on the faith of which lessees did 
come qnder the Aet, thereby acquiring 

[Mr. Moore. 

contractual rights, and at a latm· stage· 
for the Theodore Government to take 
away, without the Jes"ees' consent, the 
provision which induced them to come 
under the Act, then it would be interest" 
ing to learn what Mr. Theodore's defi, 
nition of ' repudiation' is." 

\Yhen the Act was going through, :Mr. 
Gunn, the then hon. member for Carnarvon, 
as reported on page 2623 of " Hansard " for 
1920, uso·d ihese wmds-

" I want "to have a few words on this 
Bill, because I value the honour of my 
country-I value the integrity of this 
State. I !hink !hat when we have to 
borrow money Et the other end of the 
world, if we pass this Bill, we shall find 
we shall be penalised to a greater extent 
than many of us expect. vV e shall not 
float loans on "nything like as favour, 
able terms if we p-1ss this repudiation a& 
if we did not." 

That is exactly what happened, and, ratheF 
than admit the mistake, Quec'llsland's credit 
was sacrificed. The State has had to pay 
through the nose for accommodation which 
was vitally necessary, and we have also been 
humiliated by having the finger of scorn 
pointed at Queensland throughout the Empire. 
The last election was won by appealing t<Y 
the passions of the people and by frothy 
vapourings about the " money kings dic­
tating the internal policy of Queensland," 
and the ncce~sity of securing loan money foF 
the State in America, where we secured 
money on the most stringent terms that any 
State or any of the British Dominions has 
over had to accept. Then, like the fox which 
lost his tail and endeavoured to persuade all 
the others to cut theirs off, we find the 
Premier talking in this strain in his policy 
speech in 1923-

" At the last election the State was 
faced with a critical position with regard 
to loan funds owing to the operation 
against us of a political boycott on thE> 
London money market. The sinisteF 
designs of our opponents were entirely 
thwarted bv the success of the Govern, 
ment in gaining access to an unlimited 
market in New York. Our success in 
establishing a. connection with that 
market has been of considerable benefit 
to the whole of Australia. The London 
money-lenders can no longer dictate the 
domestic policy of Australian Govern, 
ments. On the contrary, in fear of losing 
more customers, they ha>e shown thE> 
greatest alacrity in agreeing to all reason, 
able loan propobals put forward from 
the various States." 

\Vhen he came back the last time he made­
this statement-

" The suggestion is made that there is 
a kind of climb.down, that the money 
power of EnlJ'land now rules, and that 
to that extent cur self-governing rights 
are limited. Such an assertion is wholly 
erroneous and ill-founded. The inde, 
pendence of Queensland is more secure 
to-day than it was six months .ago when 
I left Queensland. We could get money 
in New York before, but the extent to 
which we could borrow. at any time was 
limited because of what was happening 
in London, and the terms we had to pay 
were governed by the conditions ruling 
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in London. A settlement has been 
arrived at now. and we have aceess to 
,,ither London or New York on an abso­
lutelv free market. Some critics have 
said 'that rather than appear to concede 
anything we should haye gone to ~ew 
York." 

It just shows the unrcliability of his remarks. 
·During the election campaign he stated that 
there was an entirely unlimited market for 
money, but now. when the dispute has been 
settled. he points out that the market in 
New York was limited bv the conditions 
which obtained in London. The loan obtained 
in New Yo·rk, at a. !Cost •of £619s. 5d. pe1· cent. 
in interest last vear, carries the most onerous 
conditiom for its full term. If it were states­
manlike on this occasion to take ·a short-dated 
loan fo1· fi\·e years because the monev market 
might fall. ,~-hy was it not a statesmanlike 
thing to get a short-dated loan also when we 
went to America. instead of allowing it to con­
iinuc for the full term? The monev market 
was certainlv considerablv more likeiv to fall 
then than ;JOw, Possihlv there a.J:(, other 
reasons why tbl' loau is ShoJ't-datPtl ou thi~ 
-cceaslon. it nla""; h" that th0 ftnancicr:-~ in 
London wunt to ~CC" that the Uovernm0nt ar<' 
u-oinp· to carrv out the aoTE:'0mPnt made- bv 
the i)rcn1i0r b(•for0 they ag~~pe to a long-date~-l 
loan. I ,;nbmit th,d" t.h<> onlv wav in which 
'vc can 1nakc sun~ that th0 agl·pen1cnt i~ 
going to b0 adhered to is the Ollf' indicated 
bv the SPcJ·P!arv for Public Lands wh0n he 
fii·st heard of th;, flotation of the loan. to the 
effect that l0g-islation would be ne0e>,sary, but 
I go furtlwr and sa,- that the tPrms ought 
to be endorsed on thP lea.ses so that W<' 
cannot bt.' plaeed again in tl1e unfortnna tP 
position in which Queensland has found lwr­
self during the last four vears. The latP 
Agent-Gcn.<'Tal emphaticall:v' stated that th<' 
1wople of Queensland had hP<'ll hoodwi,,kcd. 
He wa.nh to knm\· the full tPrms anrl <'•Jll­

'flitions ~·f thi~ eone0ssion, and I n bo ft•el 
tha! tlw nluHtry ough: to know. "-nc-n tlw 
Premi<>r we>Jt to Englnnd he stated rin1t th<> 
first part .of hi.-. stay there was cmpl~J~:ed in 
·what h0 r0rnwd "erea.ting· an attnosphPrc." 
Since he 1·eturnnl to Queensland he has been 
doing exactly the same thing, He has been 
"' croa ting an a tn1osphere'' in Australia for a 
different purpose-that of hoodwinki'l•' th1· 
discont0nied in his own part:v aud .;:rnr:J.J1:1Jing· 
awa:v difiiculties in the Hcrbprt. And 0;1 

hi.-3 l'eturn l10 f:tated that the ~llTf!llP,l'll~to!lt 
,,·as not a l'Once-;sion, that it was " a n1erP 
formula to <'nable the pastoralists to assent 
to a settlement of the dispute.'' but that was 
too much fo1· his followers to swallow. so hP 
"·em off nn a n0w tack to this effect-

,, To attPmpt to justifv mvsPlf b; 
placing the whole of the Piuds ~non the 
tabk would imperil our good r0lations 
.,-ith London. It would te,)t! to reawaken 
th<' animosity whieh existed, and which 
rearted against Queensland. as well a.s 
erP.a.tc cnorn1ous difficul6es of an I1nneTial 
naturP in the heart of the F:mpiro itself." 

So th_at now .. appnrently, inst0ad of saying 
' t"l-]at Jt \Ya;:.; '· a nwrP fonnula," hf' wants to 

shelter behind the ]llea that anv other course 
would have created diffintlt.ios" in the dire<:­
-tion of getting away fron1 th~ En1pire. Tlw 
't.ateme;>ts are so ~ontradictory. ~spePially in 
view of the elechon pledges given by the 
Government. tha.t it is almost imperative tha1 
we should g<:'t a clear statemont of the fact" 
and the acitlal position, so that we may know 

where Wf' arC'. The Pretnjer':- statPlli('llt lS 

first--
" A .. s a result of a great n1any eo1:­

ferences and consultation" wit.h bankc~3 
underwriters. financiers. eon1n1ercw..l men. 
and n~ wspaper Pclitors, I succeede-d . in 
creating a new atmosphere, _ winch 
<'nablPd thP sdtlPmcnt to be arnved _at. 
'The offer of the stabilisation of existwg 
rents dUl·ino- the •remainder of the term:; 
for those holdings which have already 
h<wn rpassesse-d under the Land Act of 
1920 has bepn desPribecl as a concession. 
In fact, it was a mPre formula to enable 
the! pastol'alist~ to as,ent to a settlf'nle~t 
of the {lispute. In agreeing to this basis 
the pastorali;ts yielded a groa~ deal; the 
GovernmPnt viclded verv little. No 
~ettle1ucnt w:::S inyolvPd, i1o RaC'rificc of 
principle on the part of the. GovPrnme;tt. 
and ne~ n•cftntation of polH'.v. I notlCP. 
that t hP opinion is held in Qu<'Pmland 
thatc the sPttlemcnl will involYP legisla­
tion to amend tlw La.ml Act of 1920. 
That is contrarv to thP legal opinion I 
obtainPd in LcHldnn during·- 1hP negotia­
tions. TndC'er1. lcgi~latlon -i~ not a f'OD­

dition of tlw '"ttiPmenL which expressly 
states that Executive and administra­
tive pjfpct shall lH' g-ivt'll to the settle­
nwnt. HoweYPr, if it is found that full 
cfl"ed cannot lw o-i,-en io thP settlement 
withont lco·islatio~, a- Bill will be intro­
dueed. but such lPp;islation will merely 
stabilii'e thP ('xisting Yf'nh. and -wi!l not 
affect the principle of the 1920 Act. Nor 
does tlw concPs~ion irl\-olvo an.v gr0at loss 
of pot entia! rcn•nue .. bPcau"' it on!;.: 
applies to tl1osc holdmp;s th<' rents of 
whieh have h•f'n -determin<'d ree<'ntly b:v 
the Land Court without limitation, and 
as the i<'a.sc-<, of most of the large sheep 
holUing~ expire duri:ng the- 110xt ten years. 
it will be• seen that thP 'o-called con­
ee•·--;ion ]:;:. of no mon('tary Yalue tD thcn1. '' 

Then th0 n0w ap;recn10nt WC' haYl' lH'ard about 
is as follows :-

"·without prejudice to tlw l"ight. of 
]pss<>es to a pp]:\· to the Lay-rl. Court for a­
l'('dnci ion of rent in an~~ Illdn-T1dual C'a-Se. 
t-he Queensland ~J:ovcrnrnent !lg:rees . to 
tu.li:e suPh Executn-e and admmJst.rahv<' 
fiCtion as i~ ncc0ssa,r~· to giv0 cfff'f't to 
the followino· arrano·pnHmt :-That in tlw 
<'asP of all "those j~a.sloral leases where 
rcmb have'. on 30th ::\laY, 1924. been 
reassessed 1111<lf'r the Lan;l Act of 1920 
and which appPar in the sN:ond schedule 
of the Land .-\et of 1910 as being lea.ses 
entitled to limitation of increasP of rent, 
the rnaxirnurn r0nts to be paid in respect 
of the unexpired term of such leases ehall 
be the rents in force on 30th May, 1924." 

Speaking· of that .agreement at the Labour 
Dav fnnetion at the 'l'rades Ilall. the :"ec­
rPt~ry for Pnblic Lands said-

" Briefl,-, th<' poeitio11 is this: The 
a rrangcmeni that haR bf:l('ll 1nadL' js R 

('OnlpTomisc. I a1n not going to tell _\·ou 
that then· is no compromisE'. 'I'hPrP has 
hE'Pll a. eotnproiniB('. . . . rrhc C'Olll!>I'O­

l11iRC' gin.:>n to the l)astorali::;ts for tht' 
stabilisation of rents fixed lJy the Land 
Court" since the nassagC' of ·the a.llegcd 
rPpudiation APt j>rm-ides that tlw exist­
ing rent shall be the maximum for the 
remainder of the term of their leases." 

" The an1ount of the concession is not 
known to anvbodv. because none know 
"-hat rent would. have been fixed for 

1lir. lJ!Ioore.] 
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the remainder of the term. It might be 
said that the Land Court would have 
increased the rents. If wool remains 
at 4s. per lb.. there certainly would 
have bcPn an increase. That was beyond 
argument, but it was one of those ques­
tions which made it difficult for them 
to at'ses8 the Yalne of the concession. I 
say nobody can tell what this concession 
is, nor anything except that we do know 
they were able to compromise. That is 
tho point I want particularly to mention. 
While th<' Government thought it could 
stand on no con1promisc there wore 
factors which compelled that com­
promise." 

The SECRETAHY FOR PuBLIC LA:-;DS: That 
is a ratht)l' good speC'rh. 

::\Ir. :'v100RE: It is qnitc a good speech 
and quite c.wdicl, and if the Premier had 
been more candid, we probably would have 
had more information. It is a candid state­
ment that we "·ant, so that we shall know 
exactly the position in which we stand. 
It is impossible to make any definite estimate 
of the ya]ue of the concession without know­
ing the prP,ent r0ntal of each of the leases 
concerned, the date of the last reappraise­
ment, etc. \Yithout allowing for resumptions 
sinc·-P 1910, th0 following figures show the 
number aud area of the pastoral leases 
covered by this agreement \Yhich ex pi re in 
1930 or later:-

Y rar of Expiry of 
Lea:-;cB. 

X umber. Area. 

----------+----------------'-- ------
Sq. m>Jes. 

60 6!277 
10 1,460 
11 2.581 
44 11,152 
55 ;i,088 
:);, 5,046 
5:) 9,774 
HJ 16,864 
58 14,278 
55 9,550 
5:l 10,042 

1980 
1931 
19:12 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
193\l 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944' 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
194\l 
1950 
1951 
1952 

• • 1 :26 4,945 
8 2,460 
7 2,3Hl 

40 20,791 
23 11,695 
so :34.755 

!l 4,849 
if, 16,272 

!l 4,814 
:\ 2,653 
1 38 

Total:-; 

l _____ :;__i, __ 1,874_ 

\ 782 ! 199,577 

Allowing for resumption of one-fourth of 
the aboY<' area since 1910-which is a. liberai 
allowanc<,-it l<'aves the area of leases 
cDn~recl by the agrePment at 149,683 square 
mil<'s, c•qual to 95.797,120 acre>'. The total 
arpa of Belections of all kinds standing good 
on 3ht }farch, 1922, was 90,536,623 acres. 
PractiLaliY all of the above leases are sub­
ject to oi'JP reappraisement beforo expiry­
many of these reappraisements arc duo as 
from June, 1924-and the majority of these 
are oubject to two or three reappra.isements. 
The Land Act Amendment Act of 1920 was 
assented to on 9th Ma-rch, 1920, and most 
of the reappraisc>ments of rental under that 
Act took place; in 1920, 1921, and 1922. 
Rental values of land depend on many 
factors, including closer settlement, a. big 
demand for a. particular class of land, and 

[Jlllr. J1foore. 

market prices of products. So far as ~heep­
land is concerned, the undermentiOned 
figures relating to wool p~·ices show that a. 
sharp rise has occurred smc.e the maJOrity 
of the lea,ces were reappra1sed under the 
1920 Act, and no one can say that th<; pr'_'sent 
prices will not at any rate be 1:1amtamed, 
Dr. <'vcn if they slump, be agam reached 
within the next twenty years. Another war 
mav occur - and prices of both wool and 
be~£ may ;·each a very hi~;h level, or oti:er 
factors may bring about !his rc•sult. Agam, 
it is well known that owmg to. the de :nand 
for ,,heep country, new selec!wns smta.):>le 
for carrying sheep a re contmual!y bemg 
o1wned at higher rentals than 0x:stmg graz­
irw splections of the same qualny and m 
th; same locality, and much higher r.entals 
than existing pastoral holding, of s1m1l.ar 
nualitY. This must certainly tend to rmse 
the r0nta.l values of the existing selections 
and holdings. The followin.g table makes 
a compariwn of the wool pr1ces :-

Average Price Per Bale. 

1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 

£ ,,. rl. 
15 2 0 
13 6 3 
17 7 5 
22 16 11 
24 13 6 
25 4 7 
25 18 1 
17 7 11 
20 17 11 
28 7 5 
35 0 5 

ThP Pr<>mier, in his policy speech delivcrod 
on the lOth September, 1920, stated-

" Last vcar. the aYerage rent paid by 
the squatters 'and pastoralists in Queens­
land was 16s. per square mile, wh1le the­
average rent paid by the grazing farm~rs 
and sC'lectors was 59s. per square n:1le, 

. . . X obody but a. one-eyed partisan 
of tho rich squatters could see any 
equity or justice in th<> old statute. The_ 
Labour party for many years a,clvocat~ 
the reform o_f the land laws to equ,a.:;se 
the pastora.hsts and ;doctors rents. 

The Laoour platform of 1923 states-
" Equalisation of rents payable by 

pastoralists a.l';d grazing farmers. ,~o 
special concessiOn to pastoral lessees. 

The present averaO"e rentals paid on pastoral 
leases and grazing" selections. as disclosed by 
the annual n•port for 1922, arc-

" Pastoral 1;,ases 
Grazing selections 

£ s. rl. 
1 6 9 
3 17 10 ., 

If this agreemPnt is " a nu•rc forn1ula." are­
the Government prepared to ~pply the .sam~ 
formula in the case of grazmg selectwns. 
Will it pass legislation directing the L'!nd 
Court that in all reappraisement,, of gra.zmg 
selections. it-s principal C'onsideration must 
bo tho rental payable by pastoral lessee& 
holding land of Bimilar quality in the same 
neighbourhood? Will the Secretary for 
Public Lands direct that the rcnta)s of all 
new land opened tD grazing selcctwn must 
bE' goyerned by the same cDnsideration? 

The statements that have been made are 
so conflicting that it is ahsolutely essential 
that a. clear and definite understanding 
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should be given to this House,, cnm if that 
statement is going· to make for moro diffi­
culties on the part of the Government. The 

blundering that has occurred has 
[10.30 a.m.] meant a l.arge increase in the 

interest bill and a verv difficult 
situation for the State. The rcst'i·iction of 
private enterprise and the increas0 in the 
activities of the State haYe meant that such 
a large arrny of workers are now en1ployed 
bv the State that .anv increase in the 
iiitcrest bill will impose a very huge burden. 
If a fair return was secured on the monev 
invested, or, as the platform of the Labou"r 
party says, the "reproductive \Yorks" \Ve1·e 

brought to that state the position would not 
he w bad. The latest figures I have been 
able to obtain in regard to the returns from 
public services and charges on revpnue form 
interesting reading-
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'l'lwst• ligurt•s show that thl' w-called rcpro­
<luctiYe works in Queensland are not return­
ing to the State anything like the amount 
they should. and the charge on reypnue is 
l)econ1ing such a heavy buracn that it necPs­
'itates the hoavie>'t taxation in any State in 
the CommomYE'alth. If private , PnterprisP 
wa~ en(·ourag·f'd and factoriPs de\velope.d at 
the ratP they should be. and if the earning 
capacity of the people \Yas such as it ought 
to be in such a State as Queomland, tho 
burden would be considerably lighter. In " 
statement prcpar:>d at the request of the Pre­
mier of Tasmania, the Hon. J. Lyons, Mr. 
Giblin shows the tax-paying capacity of the 
States and a comparison of its severity. 
Queensland shows up in this return the worst 
of any State. In Queensland the tax-paying 

capacity decreased from 1915-1916, taking-
1,000 as the index numher, from 1,149 down to 
to 789 in 1920-1921. The comparative severity 
of taxation on these figures shows the crude· 
rate to he 84s. in Tasmania and 106s. 6d. in 
Queensland, the highest of any of tho States. 
It surely must be apparent that some alter~­
tion in the policy of the Government IS 

worthv of consideration when wo come to 
such a condition of affairs. The industrial 
dcvt>lopment of Queensland should not be so· 
br behind the other States. The factorie;; 
Rtatistic·, from 1913 to 1922, though, show­
that in the percentage of increase in tihe 
mnnbcr of factories, the number of factory 
<'mployl'es and the percentage of salaries and 
wagPs to the Yalue of the output. Queensland· 
i,; bv fa1· the worst State in the Common­
we.cith. To mv mind that should not be. \Ve 
han• the ra'~ material available and the 
npporttmitic,, here. and it only requires the 
eneouragemcnt of capital to adequately 
clen•lop our s0condary industries. In Queens­
land from 1913 to 1922 the increase in the 
number of factories has only been forty, the 
increase in the factory emplovees 1,040, while 
from 1917 to 1922 the percentage increase in 
faciol':V employees has only been 4.25, and 
the perc<'ntage of salaries and wages to the 
value of the output was only 17.89. In com­
parisorl with every other State, Queensland 
is the lowest in the whole Commonwealth. 
To my mind, in a rich State like Queensland, 
that should not be w, and it is high time that 
state of affairs should be altered. It only 
wants a. system to he adopted adequately to 
,•ncourage priYate enterprise, which should be 
giYPn equal opportunities to those enjoyed 
in the other States. 

Tht> following statement given by the Pre­
mier wh·, n he came back from London 
illustrates the position we haYe como to-

" T1wv had set themselves as an absolute· 
n11mmum a .£5,000,000 per year pro­
grannne frorr1 loan 1noney. If ov-ersea. 
nlarkets were closed, could they raise that 
£5.000,000 within Queensland or Aus­
tralia'! No. The present Federal Trea­
sur-c•r had reported to the Australian Loan 
Council some time ago that, after Clj.n­
vassing the · situation thoroughly and 
examining the individual programmes of 
the various States of Australia, the 
maximum amount that could be advanced 
to Queensland under a scheme of generous 
allotment was under .£700,000 for the 
,·ear"s ioan money. They could see from 
this that if they did not have access to 
OYPl'' 'a loan money, the State would be· 
faced with disaster." · 

IT<' \W'-nt on to say-
.. Queensland carried a small popula­

tion. and inordinateh- heavy burdens, 
nnd therefore it hail to draw upon 
eapital, knowing it had th0 rPsources 
\Yhich would be turned into rPal assets 
later on. and that the new eapital 
induced awl 0xpended >vould be no great 
lmrrl<~n upon fnturp generations.'' 

I suppose that no greater condPmnation lw,s 
<'YN b<•en offNed by anyone opposed to the 
Govcrnmcm than was offered bv the Premier 
himself when lw said that thi• Government· 
consider that £5,000,000 a year was the mini­
mum amount of loan n..~oney required, other­
wise the State would be faced >vith disaster. 
I cannot recom·ile the statement t.he Premier 
now makes with the following statement 

lt[ r. M oore.] 
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which he made in 1913, when hf' was in 
-opposition-

" T,here se-erns to be a great desire on 
the part of the Premier and the Trea­
surer to blink our obligations in regard 
to the matter of loan ex-penditure an~! 
the matter of a sinking· fund or some 
othe1· effecti:v0 means of pavino- off our 
publi<' C:ebt in due <'OUn<'. · Thev seem 
to he satiefied to gn on and allow the 
public debt to outlive <'ntirel.y the public 
works that have been e<;tablishcd bv 
means of the loans which have bee;1 
f!oatf'd. They seem to have nn dPsire 
to reduce the public indebtedness of 
Queensland. They are well enough satis­
fied to shuffle out of thf'ir responsibility. 
and to allow future ;:;en<'rations to take 
up thC' burden-a rnost ungenerous and 
unc-haritable aud. withal. nnwi6e policv, 
and quitP unne0essary. '' ' 

'The Seer ·tar) for Public Lands a short time 
ago, wh<'n acting as Premier, pointed out 
·that the Pxpenditure of loan monev must be 
·curtailed. Aft0r the recent 'l'r·easl{rers' Con­
ference, at which he was present, Sir Arthur 
Cox, Trnasuror of New South \Vales, is 
-r-eported to hav.c said-

" There must be a curtailment of spend­
ing by the State GoYernmcnts. He added 
that it was recognise-d hv everv Tr·casurer 
who attended the Loan· Coun~il that the 
Cabinet must realise the necessity of a 
diminution in the spending- programme, 
unless they were determined to act against 
the advic0 of financial autharities in 
J'cg-ard to th" trend of public borrowing. 
It was impossible' fpr the Government to 
suddenly reduc0 their expenditure by 50 
per cent .. but. on th0 other hand. it was 
equally impossible to go on spending in the 
same way in the future as had been done 
in the past. The monev was not avail­
able, and a curtailment ;;vould have to be 
f'ffected voluntarily or <>lse outside forces 
would compel a diminution in the expendi­
ture of borrowed money." 

After those statements made by the Acting 
·TrBasurer, and in the statements published 
by the Loan Council, it surely stands to reason 
-that it is impossible for Queensland to spend 
loan money, as the Premier stated. at the 
rate of a minimum of £5,000,000 per year. 
The State will not be able to stand the 
strain o~ the interPst bill. and the whole 
position must be reconsidered. The financial 
position is b0coming a most disastrous one, 
and, although we have been successful in 

-getting access to the English loan market, 
we cannot afford to spend at the rate fore­
cast by the Treasurer. 

I would like to say a word in regard to 
the appointment of the Agent-General. In 
the light of the statements that hav.e been 
made by the late occupant of that office, it 
seems to me a. most extraor.rJinarv thing that 
.another political appointm<>nt sho;.,ld be made 
lit an increaspd salary. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS.: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MOORE : The late occupant of the 
office says that the position is a farce. He 
says that the office should be abolished· but 
i~ spite '?f his suggestions, and in spite of 
his expenencr, the Government still go on 
makmg the same class of appointment. I 
have roceived a ldter from the hon. member 
for C<;>oroora, who is at present in England, 
.and his statement to me confirms what he has 

[Mr. Moore. 

cabled recommending the appointment to the 
office of a man who thoroughly understands 
the commercial requirements of Queensland, 
and he says that such an appointment would 
be of immense benefit to this State. Such 
an appointment, he states, would be the means 
of saving thousands of pounds in the. market­
ing of our products, and also be of i:tJmense 
value in instructing the Government m what 
is best to be done. Instead of that, we find 
the same principle being established, by 
which· an appointment is ma-de to find a 
billet for a nolitical colleague who has served 
long in the Labour party. ~n my opiJ?.ion 
that is absolutely wrong. I smcerely behev_e 
that a young and capable business man, 1f 
s<ent to England as Agent-General, would be 
invaluable to the State, but I do not believe 
in the present idea of making it a political 
appointment. If the increase in salary that 
has been giv.en is meant to help the Agent­
General to withstand the temptations that the 
late occupant said are always before the 
"\gent-Ge1wral in the shape of graft, it i~ 
a thoughtful a~tion; but if the value of 
his services is so little. as 1\'as stated by 
the late occupant. then it is a wasted 
expenditure and shouLd not be passed by 
this Hous0. 

I >Yant to 11ass on to the question mentioned 
bv the Premier the other night and which 
i; evidenced in the Governor's Speech-that 
of the 44-hour week. Before the Premier 
lc>ft for England he mado a speech to the 
Trades and Labour Council in which he 
pointed out the absurdity of reducing the 
industrial werk to forty-four hours. He 
pointed out that it was absolutely impossible 
for the industries of Queensland to compete 
with Southern industries if this eoncession 
were granted. He also pointed out that it 
was the prerogative of the Arbitration Court 
to grant such a concession if it were justified, 
and if I had time I would like to quote 
several of the remarks he made to the effect 
that it would be out of the question to grant 
that concession. Now the strong man of 
Queensland has climbed down, bf'Cause outside 
pressure was put on him and he has agreed 
to grant a 44-hour week. 'What it will mean 
to the prodMcer and the agriculturist outside 
it is not difficult to understand. The Premier 
is going out. of State politics, and he does 
not mind what happens to QueenslaNd. He 
will feel safe enough in the Federal sphere. 

When the railway employees applied to 
the Arbitration Court for a 44-hour week, it 
was pointed out by the presiding judge in his 
judgment that such an innovation would 
n1ean an estimated additional expenditure 
of £120,000 per annum to the Railway 
Department. This will haYe to be made up 
out of fares and freights, and the burden to 
a tremendous extent will fall on the producer. 
It means that the people who to-day are 
working fourteen and sixteen hours a day 
will, with their families, have to work still 
harder and suffer greater hardships and have 
their wages reduced, in order that a favoured 
section of the community may work only 
forty-four hours a >veek. 

To my mind it is absolutely wrong. in view 
of the present disastrous an-d disorganised 
conditions which apply to the producers of 
Queensland, to place this additional burden 
on them. I remember, when the Premier 
brought in his Laidley programme for the 
organisation of produce1·s, that they were 
pr-iwtically living in n. state of slavery, yet he 
proposes to place this oulditional burden on 
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i;hem in the shape of increased freights and 
fares merely to enable a favoured section of 
-the community to have a. 44-hour week. He 
does this rather than leave the matter to 
the Arbitration Coctrt, which should deter­
mine whether the industry and the country 
oan stand it. This extra burden is going to 
oring about greater congestion in the towns 
a.nd cities, and will mean a. loss of produc­
tion in the country. 

The wav in which the Government have 
handled the cotton question has been nothing 
·but a series of blunders from beginning to 
end. The most extraordinary part of the 
position is that the man who has obeyed the 
law is to be penalised, ,and the man who has 
-disregarded the law is going to be subsidised. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear. hear ! 

Mr. MOORE : I cannot understand the 
position adopted bv the Government. Volu­
minous and sound evidence was placed befor~ 
them. and they should h<tve allowed the 
matter of ratooning to stand over for twelve 
months until further facts ,and evidence were 
produced. Instead of that, they put into 
force a regulation which has do11e verv mnch 
harm to the countrv. and has resulted in 
1nany prospective cOtton farn1ers becomino· 
-disgusted _ and going out of the busines~ 
resultmg m a loss, not only to them, but to 
ihe State. 

To my mind the hc-simting and vacillating 
policy of the Government of Queensland has 
had disastrous consequences to the State. 
'They have hampered and restricted our pro­
~uction. At Roma they have tied up large 
areas of land. although many people are 
ready to take up and test the oil possibilities 
of that land. The present Government do 
not do anv work themselves on that land 
_and refuse to allow others to work it: 
Repeated applications have been made bv 
persons to allow them to develop sections of 
the State, but the Government have refused 
those applications, and are thereby retarding 
the development of the State. 'They have 
ample oil legislation to enable them to secure 
-themselves and get a large revenue without 
tying up the huge area of Queensland. I 
think there is no j u;t excuse for such " dog­
in-the-manger" action. 

The legislation of the present Government 
-!tas been short-sighted aJ?d has been stupid 
m many cases, rcsultmg m great loss to the 
Bta~e. Their hesitating and vacillating 
pohcy has retarded progress, while their 
nationalising .aJ?d socialistic policy has suc­
·ceeded m dnvmg Jl1dustry and capital to 
other places. Their policy of production for 
?se and not f~r profit has induced people to 
mvest money 111 other States rather than in 
Queensland. Statistical tables show that 
industrial development in Queensland is 
'behind that of every other State in the 
-commonwealth, and I therefore beg to move, 
by way of amendment to the Address in 
'Reply, to add thP following words :-

"But we desir0 to inform vour Excel­
lency that the Government does not pos­
sess the confidence of this House." 

I think everybody can see the unfortunate 
-position into which' the State has got and I 
am perfectly justified in proposing ;uch an 
»mendment. The statement from the Premier 
as to the concessions which have been made, 

so conflicting with his election pledges, 
and the disastrous financial position into 
which the Government have got, all point to 
the absolute necessity for a restriction of 
expenditure by the State. In addition, we 
11111st consider the disastrous position of our 
industries in Queensland and the st-agnation 
of development which we have had to put 
up with during the regime of the Govern­
ment. There has also been a decrease in 
land settlement of almost 50 per cent. in 
seven years, and these facts all combined 
tend to show that the administration of the 
present Government has been unsatisfactory, 
and that development has been nothing like 
what it should have been in a S'tate with 
the advantages and fertility of Queensland. 
That being so, I now beg to move my amend· 
ment. 

Mr. KERR (Xnoggr:m): I desire to second 
the amendment moved by the leader of the 
Opposition. In doing so, I want to set out 
as clearly and as concieely as possible seven 
or night points and rcaeons why a motion of 
censure should be passed on the present 
Co,·ernment of the State. 

A good deal of water has Tun under the 
bridge since the last election, and the Govern­
lll<'!lt, by their va1·ious actions during the 
interim, causeJ nutny reasonable persons who 
have given the subject consideration to desire 
that the Government should be brought to 
book for some of their recent actions. 

I first want to deal with the Premier's 
negotiation;; in reg;'trd to the loan conversion 
in London. 

Before the Premier departed from Queens· 
land for thP purposP of propaganda. he 
hoast~d that he was then negotiating for th<' 
conver'ion of .£25,000,000 of loan money. A 
good .dc-al of capital, was made out of that 
staicmellt, and he tried. to raise sympathy 
in Queensland prior to his departure by say­
ing Jhat it \Ya~ soinething nc,~er accmn­
plislwd in QuPensland beforf'. We only hav<> 
to turn to the vca r 1915 to find that the 
i hen Administration renewed loa11s amount­
ing to £11,728,000. The Premier on this 
oceasion only- had to renF\Y loans a1nounting 
to £12.703.080-£1,000,000 more. enfortu­
natel~·. bv his own actions and by the actions 
of hi" Government, it was much harder on 
this occasion to get a satisfactory deal for 
rhc -Stat" than it was on the previous occa­
sion. I want to refer also to the prospectn< 
that was i&sued bv the Banlc of England in 
regarJ to this mattN. The loan was shown 
io be at 5~ per cent. issued at 99~. It must 
be remembered that of the £12,703,000 to be 
converted a sum of £4,764,000 was paying 3;i 
pN cent .. and £7,939,000 was paying- 4 p<>r 
eent. That is the reason whv the Govern­
H•cni· should bP censured. The call down of 
the Premier a': tlw Trades Hall is no con· 
cern of mine. Bv reason of the extra 
interest pay<l ble fo~~ securing a conversion 
of the I oan QLwensland has suffered tremen· 

_ douslv. We find that the list closed in 
Lond;'m in April, 1924, and I want to qubte 
other issues about that date to show that, 
whik Queensland has had to pay 5~ per cen_t. 
for conversion monev, ·no other State m 
Australia. ;Jml no other countrv in the world. 
paid such a hi2:h rate of 'interest. The 
Premier ma,- have been guided by the Bank 
of England,' but who guided the Bank of 
England in this matter • The legislation 
previously passed by the. Government was 

Mr: Kerr.] 
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the decisive factor 60 far as the Bank of 
England was concerned. In April,, 1924, we 
issued our prospectus for the Queensland 
ronversion loan. In the same vear loans 
were floated bv the following St~to' on the 
following term's :-
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Qu(•t>nsland, for the £12,703,000 conversion. 
was the only countrv in the world at that 
time, or within a fmv months before or after 
that datc, which had to pay as mnch as 5~ 
per ecnr. for a <hscount loan of 99~. A 
g-reat deal has been made of the fact that 
the Quc(•nsland loan was oversubscribed. =" o 
wonder it was oversubscribed when ~uch a 
high rate of interest was to be paid by the 
Queensland Go,·ernrnent. It is the best gilt­
<'dged security that has been placed on the 
market for some time, and the Premier 
cannot take credit for it having been over­
subscribed. It was only oversubscribed 
because of the high rate of interest allowed. 
I have a note here which gives the summing 
up of the leading critics-

'• A careful perusal of the conditions 
of the principal financial papers at the 
time of issue of the Queensland loan dis­
dosed vcrv few critics who favoured the 
short loa no policy. The only one of any 
11r.porta.nce \Yas the 'Times.''' 

As against that, we haH' the outburst of 
the S('cretarv for Public ·works that "We 
must. haYe inoney." The Gov~rnmC'nt aro 
just in that position that they must have 
money, and it i;, unfortunate that, in order 
to get more money, thev ha Yn sacrificed the 
interests of the taxpayc·r and the interests 
of the whole of the community of Queens­
ll_md. Someone has to pay for it, and it is 
tune Quc('nsland sat up and took notice of 
the financial conditions. 

There is another point, too. The extra 
interest charged means a further charge of 
£208,000 a year. If you look at the loans 
floated by the various States, you will find 
that, owing to the high rate of interest paid 
by Queensland '" compared to that paid by 

[Mr. Ket·r. 

the o.th"r States, Queensland will have to· 
meet an extra interest bill. 

As compared with­
\V estern Australia, 

Annum. 
Queensland £ 

49,001l pays au extra. ... 
South Africa, Queensland pays an 

extra 
New South \Vales, Queensland 

pays an extra 
South Australia, Queensland pays 

an extra 
Common wealth, Queensland pays 

an extra .. 
X cw Zealand, Queensland pays 

an extra. 
?\ ew South \Vale,, Queensland 

pays an extra. 

32,000 

32,000 

35,000 

77,000 

56,000 

63,00(}' 

That is what the conversion of £12.703.000 
1ncan:-; to QuQen, land o1ving t{) the high rate 
of int•·rcBt to he paid '" compared to the 
iHtnest paid hv the other States for their 
loan n1oney. There is :no reason why 1NO 
shoulu haY<> paid that ·price for the renewal 
of that loan oth1•r than the repudiation 
legislation whi<'h has already been dealt 
with. bccausco at that tim0 other Queensland 
stock was c>n 1he same level in London as 
tlw dock of the other States. Queensland 
6 per cent. sio.c·k waq quoted at £105 7s. 6d.; 
CommonW(•:!lth 6 pPr c'~nt. sto.ck at £105 Ss.: 
);ew South \Vales 6 pco1· cent. at £104: and 
Victoria 5~ ;Jer <<>ll1. at £103 2s. 6d. I say 
distinctlY. thr·rdor0. ihat thP Premier has 
been g,u.ilty, and hiS Govern1ucnt have be~a 
guilty. of making a di~tinct gift to. the peo·ple 
in thl' old cnmtn. There waR no necessity to 
g·o to the r>xtPnt ~,f crippling the industries of 
Queensland to a large extent by making the 
taxation 1nuch hcaYier than 1-vas necessary, 
and I a gain ~ay that a Yote of censure is 
Vf·ry nece.ssnry. 

Mr. FoLEY: Dn you sngg·est that he shank!' 
ha vo gone to Amer·ica for the money? 

:VIr. KERR: The position woul,d have been 
much worse if he had gone to America to· 
get this money. 

Mr. FOLEY : H" only had one alternative. 

:VIr. KERH: Ho had an alternative, and· 
he took the alternatiw. He was told what 
eort of IettPr to write to g-et the money. and 
he turned l'OUild and wrote the letter.' The 
letter ha< heen placed on the table of the 
House. and we wero informed of the facts 
this moming by the Acting PremiPr. There 
i' nothing· cC'rtain in regard to the future· 
mane,· >ituation. The Premier says he has 
a rran'.red for tlH• renewal of further loans, 
J-.ut the,·e is nothing definite about. that. 
Anotlwr £ll.OOO.OOO or £12,000,000 will have 
b be renewed at an ('>trlv date. and we have 
no eertaintv that anv ac'tion has been talq:m 
in r·pgard io that n1attor whatsoever. 

I want to d0al with one or two other matters, 
especially with the police tangle. I want· 
to tackle this from th,o point of view that 

the Govprnment nearly brought 
fll a.m.] the State to a verge where there· 

might have been an exhibition of 
rlislovaltv in c,•rtain sections of t.he public· 
sNvice. · I do not desire to touch at this 
stage upon thc rights or wrongs of the police, 
but J want to emphasise publicly that, in my 
opinion, the Polict• Force conditions should be­
at least equal to those in New South Wales, 
and on other occasions in the House I wilr. 
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take the opportunity of stating my views in 
that regard. 

Mr. HYXES: Your predecessors refused to 
give the po1ioe a vote. 

Mr. KERR: We have had hon. members 
opposite in power for eight or nine years, 
and yet in the adjoining State the police 
conditions are better than they aro here. They 
have so administere<:l affairs that the Police 
Force has had to come with a pistol and place 
it at their head. and the Government have 
back<'d Jown. To avoid an explosion the 
Government in their wisdom have climbed 
Jown. It is denlm·able that we have a Govern­
ment in pow ,; who have not got the wisdom 
or fore,ight to seo the trouble that would 
ensue if the police con<:litions here were not 
ma<:le <'qnal to those in the other States. The 
Government are equivocating still in regard 
to the matter, but let us hope they will be 
wise and do the right thing. When the 
Government place themselves in a position like 
this the people outside should take cognisance 
of their actions. 

Another reason why a vote of censure should 
be carrir<:l against the Government is because 
of their disregard of the interests of the young 
boys who arc coming on in Queensland. I 
venture to say that there arc over 1,000 boys 
who hav" not had an opportunity un<:ler the 
administration of this Government of learning 
a trade. If that is not deserving· of censure 
I think nothing is. I could quote cases of 
hundreds of men who are at a dead-end to-day 
because of the' action of this Government, and 
the dominance of unions and the Trades Hall 
who will not allow mPn to take a job when 
the.v can get it. A silly regulation has been 
in {'xistencc for y{'ars requiring an arithmetic 
sum to be worked by a boy who wants to be 
an apprentice, and because he may not to able 
to w·ork a fifth class arithmetic sum correctlv 
that boy is deprived of his future living as ;, 
ski!l,•d tradesman. It is only because of the 
opposition on this side that we have been 
enabled to remove those restrictions, and it is 
through our efforts year after year that we 
are now ab!<> to tell a boy that he can take a 
job without ha.-ing to work such a sum .. 

I want to refer to another matter. A man 
who to-day .is out on the street unemployed 
cannot take a job that is offered to him un<:ler 
existing conditions. I am going to fiO'ht in 
this House until such time as a ma;;_ who 
has a job off·c'red to him can take it. 

Mr. HYNES: Don Quixote used to do a lot 
of fighting. too. 

Mr. KERR: It is about time the hon. 
member started fighting, too. I have had a 
concrete instance of men to-day who have 
been offered jobs not b.'ing· allowed to take 
them. For instance, a man was offered a job 
in connection with the sp1·eading of hi<les at a 
slaughter-yard. Ho went to the union, and 
was told that the books "·ere full and he could 
not t.ak<• the job. ·what is happeningto-day as 
a re,nlt of this kind of thing, is that men and 
1'heit "·ivc' and families aro drawing State 
aid. Is it rig·ht to stop a man from getting 
a job'! It is against common law. 

::VIr. HYXEB: Your predecessors made them 
work for rat;ons. 

J\Ir. KERR: There are manv men 
walking about the tow!\ to~clay wh;, could 
get a job, but they are not permitted to get it 
because of the legislation passed here. Some 
men want to make a monopoly of jobs, and 
th<>~· are working with the Government to get 

that monopoly. A man who can get a job 
should h.e allowed to take it, and until that 
time arri.-es the Governm-ent will be censured 
by the Opposition year after year. 

Another point I wish to make in regar<:l 
to tho need for censuring the GoV<;rnment ·is 
this: Only the other night we had time an<l 
ag·ain statement' made that engineering and 
other wol·k was going to be don<J in this State. 
That should be tho policy of the Government, 
but they have not carried it out. In 1920 we 
boue;ht ·£356,910 worth of material from Lon­
don. The railways alone indented £340,896. 
In 1921 we indented £303,018 worth of material 
from the old country, the railways purchasing 
£253,715, and so on, year after year, we have 
been indenting material from the o!.d country 
which should be made in this State. All the 
talk of making rolling-stock and other things 
in this country is all "eyewash." and the vote 
of censure is being moved to-day to try and 
make the Governm;,nt <:lo the right thing, 
and giv<' employment to the men of Queens­
land. 

I want now to deal with a fmancial matter 
which I think will intere,t most of the rate­
payers in the area of Greater Brisbane, that 
i< in connPction with the Brisbane Tramway 
'£rust. \Ye can recall the n"gotiations in 
reg·ard to tbo purchase of the tramway system, 
and they are doselv connected w;th the 
loan con\·orsion in regard to which tho Pre­
mier visited the old country. My own opinion 
is that w~ have paid in a spirit of conciliation 
manv thousands of pounds too much for these 
traiTI\Yft:VS-

Yf:t·. GLEDSOX: '£hat is the fault of your 
ov.~n rCJHCS0ntatives on the Trann~:ay Tru~t. 
'fho.v agreed to that. 

:\h. KERR: The hon. member practically 
a<'knowlcdo·es that too much has been paid. 
The Lond;n " Times " had this to say with 
rco·ard to tho Brisbane tramwavs-

n " It is another indication. that Qucens-
lan<:l is Jesirous of improving her status 
on the British market by getting rid of 
all contentious matters." 

The time ·has pasc,ed when the Stat• can afford 
to give away what we are giving away to-clay. 

T franklv admit that we might have to 
,!1,'1YP awav · ::t concession to repair an a-cknow­
h•dged w'rong. as the Premi<'t' did, ).mt why 
sl!ould \\'0 giyc awa:v- our n1on0v 111 other 
cases as if \Ye had many thousands o~ pounds 
to spare'? Our po\vers of taxat1on wre 
<'xhaustod. 'I'Iw timc :ha.s arrived whon 
peoplc haY<' to take stock careful~y of what 
iiwy have to pa~· out, and notjnn!!' should 
he given a\Yav without corrtplete JUStlfica.t,Ion. 
I admit that' from an accountant's point of 
Yif>w- the position of t hr· tramway business is 
undoubtedlv somewhat obscu1·e. It is .-cry 
diftirtilt to· ·get ,;t it dearly. bnt 1 pror,ose 
to show "'" far as I possibly call what the 
a:-:··et'-' of ihP Brisbane Tramways Cornpany 
\vf're. according to th0 Company, when the 
Trust took thern over. Th<> ·Brisbane Tram­
ways Company tJok over the old horse tram 
SYstem. for whid1 was allocated a sum of 
£105.148. The actual cost of the work dune 
ln~ the B1·isbal1(' rrrannvav Construction ConJ­
J:anv was £229,812, ancf the work <lone by 
the 'Prisban<> Tramwavs Investment Company 
to 1919 ;·eprosentcd another £555.632, o·r a 
total of £890,592. To these fif<ures must be 
a•ldPd the expcnJiture since 1919. including 
work clone by the Investment Company, 1920-
22. of £14.711, and stores on han<l when the 
undertaking was acquire<:l by the 'l'rarr,way 

Mr. Ilerr.] 
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Trust of a ntluc of. say. £120,000. making a. 
t.ctal of £1,025,303. Now we are to pay for 
tlw undertaking £1,400,000. I want to know 
how it is that we have to pay 80 much more 
than the assets represent. Th" Government 
did nM let the appeal go to tlw Pl'iv.\· 
Council. Had they done so. it might haYP 
<cost us £10,000 or £20.000. 

Ban. M. J. KIRWAN: If ;ve had gone there 
you would have said that we• ought not to 
have gorw. 

:11r. KF;RR: As a governing hod;, tllf> 
Gnvernment ha.ve to carry out the law, an~! 
they should ha vC' tested the position accord­
ing to the laws of the land. and not give11 
a w~.y thousands of p<JUnds for the purpose of 
trying tn get 011r conYersion loan~whiC'h 
w_lren we did get it we on!:-· got at the 
1nghest rate possible for a Sta tc to pay 

Mr. GLEDAOX: Yon ought to makP that 
i-peech to the Tl"annva:-· Trust. 

::YI-r. KERR: They can read my speech. 
One of thc·ir first actions has bePn to trv to 
raise. thP fares. In my electorate a protest 
meetmg has ah·eadv been held which I 
<ltt~ncled. and at ;i·hi<·h I suppol'tt>d t!lP 
act10ns of thf' pcoplt>. The profit, ar(' so 
grf'a..t at 1 hP pl'P~t~nt t inw that ther0 is no 
j ustifica tiou VYhatf"Yf'l' for an inc1·oasf' of fa res, 
and I am a ha id that this atlt>mpt to increase 
i hen1 is onl.v a beginning. 1 protest a:-: 
strongly as I can against it ·while profits arc 
being madP. 
~h. GLED~OX: Did you not oppose taking 

'Over thP trannn:t\-~, RaYinO' that there ·would 
})(> !10 profit~, but' a lo:-:~? n 

:Mr. KERR: Did I., I ask the hon. mem­
ber to produce his proof, and to show 
me any spc-cch I PH'r made in which I 
made any such statement. It must not be 
forgotten that this moncv which is to be 
paid a wa0· has to be provi.ded for, which. of 
cou.r:;;r•. 1 h0 connnunit~T have to pav. ThP 
fir,t balaHCP·shPet of the Brisbane 'I't·amway 
JnvestnH'rll C'ompanv, December. 1901. Jlllts 
tlw value ol t '"' ,hari's at £1.150,719. although 
the ~l'UIHW.ty undertaking \vas shown as rl'pre­
ienbng· ''"h· £732,089-a discrepancv of 
£418.630. In 1922 tho assets siood at 
£1.653,073. although in 1919, when the 
acc?unta.ni:, m_adc their report. tlw full 

:-aprtal ex]wnd1ture was giYen as £890,592. 
The chfferPnee of £747,770 appears to repn'· 
;;ent share' and dE'hE'ntures for "·hirh no 
tangible o.ssrts exist. Apparentlv the Govern­
ment ha"" sacrificed the interests of th0 
pe?ple by ac·quiring th0- tramw~tys at a higher 
p~~rcp for the• sake of getting then1selvC'':1 out 
ot tlw muddle th0y found themseiYE's in as a 
,·esull of tb0 repudiation Aet. 

Mr. FARRELL: Do you nnt know that :\h. 
\Iacrossau ad ''iRPd it·: 

::\Ir. KERR: I do not know. :\Jr. }Iac­
::.'ossan 1nay be ·well YOl'Red in la,v, a.nd an 
el!linent barrister. undoubtedly he is rccog­
msed as such, but. when qualified accountants 
take out figures such as those which han· 
been given to us a.nd th0re is a .di~('l'C}HI ney 
of many thousands of ']Jounds. it is YE'rY hard 
£or a HHtn of commou sense to RCC' Jlow \ve 
llre justifi(~d in giYing a.way so 1nuch for 
apparently nothillg. ThE' question has been 
J'aisecJ that no valuation had been made of 

·thP undertaking, and we find in the first 
,·epmt of the Trust some statements in rco·ard 
to the condition of the assets- b 

. " Much of the plant in the power-house 
Is obsolete and inefficient compared with 
Inodern Inachinery." 

(M1·. Kerr. 

\Ye houghi "a pig m a poke' .. , and it is 
going to react upon us year aft('r year. As 
t·1 tho shortage of cars. the rl'port sa:vs-

" Tho Trust's difficulties are accen­
tuated bv the bad condition uf many of 
the cars,· particulwrly as regards obsolete 
and inefficient motors. also by the bad 
condition of the wheels. ineffic;ent main­
tenance of !he insulation of dectrie cables 
underneath the cars, and lPaky roofs.'' 

Then as to the maintenance of track>. tlw 
f('port says-

" Bdm'P the Trust took charge the 
tracks and road surfaces had been allowed 
to fall into a serious state of disrepair." 

Even-where You turn vou find justification 
for l:P]It'a.ting" the arg·uments we on this side 
ha ye used: and vet we have the Premiet· 
gc)ing hon10 and offering £1,490,900 for some­
thinoo which on the facP of It IS not worth 
tlmt M figure. But tll(' '·London Tirr:es" 
<''-plains that it is one more contentwus 
J'Jat1€"r out of the ,yay. 

I want to follow the leader of the Opposi­
tion in r<'gard to the stupendou' bltmder 
v;hi('h was lllado bv the Govornnwn1 in 
regard to the cotton 'industry. I admit that 
it is not n1uC'h good crying over spilt n1Ilk. 
and I arr1 not going to take up that attitude 
at all. This is not a motion of censure only 
for what has been done, but also for what is 
not being done. ThPl'<' is no equitY in the 
l•roposeJ H'lTangement regarding the -con­
ditions to rectifv the Government's own 
bungling. \YP fitid ours0IY0s in this position 
-that c-ertain legielation is un the statute­
book. So nu). cotton-grO\Vt.'r~ ha YC' carrif'd out 
the prm·isions of that law. and han' 
destroYed their means of Ji,·elihood and 
cn•dit.' !lther men haye defied the law. and 
th<>v are to be compensated for so doing. 
by ·reason of the fact that they have a crop 
and can sell it. Are the men who destroyed 
thE'ir ratoon cotton in ac-cordance with the 
GoYernmcnt's Act 0f Parliament going to be 
compensated? I say that the Government 
haYe to do the right thing. So far the Secre­
tary for Agriculture has indicated that no 
action will be taken, but I yenture to say 
that the Minister will again have to crawl 
and crayfish out of the position he has created 
and agree to pay con1pensation. 

The SPJ<;AKER: Order~ The hntL mem· 
her must withdraw the word "erawl'' as 
applied to the Secretary for .\gricultm·0. 

Mr. KF.RR: I withdraw it and say, '· walk 
backwards." It is well that, when we cen­
sure, we should also point out the right 
line of action to ta.ke. I am quite sure that. 
if an open yote we·re taken in this House 
after a eonsidf'ration of the point,s which have 
hcf'n brought forward this morning, th(' 
GoYC'rl1ffi('nt \vould not last fiYP n1inute:-. 

Just in conclusion, I wa11t io sa~· that tlw 
most- important subject with which we as an 
A&,cm bh· can dea:J is the admiuistration 
"·hich 11as to follow the pa·-sage of our 
various Acts of Parliament. 

\Ye an' reaching a stage io-day in the 
adrnini~tration of our finances whC>n con­
sidvration should be given to reduction in 
taxation. Thv Commonwealth GoYernment 
haYo s0en fit to reduce taxalcion. but. whilst 
that Government are in a position to do so, 
it will bP found that such a reduction will 
not benefit Queensland because it will be 
all mopped up by the Statv Government. 
I want to emphasise that this Government 
should endeavour to make that reduction a 
benefit, and not mop up all the benefits that 
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the Commonwealth Government are extend­
ing to the people. That state of affairs' 
will bring about a great deal more unem­
ployment than exists to-day. To-day our 
secondary industries are in a stagnant condi­
tion because money is so tight, and that posi­
tion has been brought about by this Govern­
ment taking· away so much in taxation. A man 
in busine&o to-da v does not deem it wise to 
extend his business by the expenditure of 
money because of the heavy taxation and 
sometimes because he is unable to obtain 
the n1oney. 

Hon. M. J. KmwA;.;: The hon. gentleman 
must be blind. If he \vould go down the 
street, he would see buildings extending in 
every din)c6on. 

:VIr. KERR : The hon. gentleman mav · 
be quite right, but I would point out thaf, 
although in walking down Queen street one 
may see th0 T. and G. building and various 
other buildings whi"h certainlv make thi& 
city look prosperous, still those large and 
magnificr•nt buildings are no indication at 
all of the progress of the city or the State. 

Mr. GLEDSO~: Then \yhat is? 

:VIr. KERR: If. instead of standing in 
the street and looking at the buildings, hon. 
members. ·would enter those buildings, they 
would find thercm hundreds of indent 
merchant.s in little offices, not more than 
20 ft. by 20 ft. What are they doing? 
They arP sending out the various manu­
factures from the Southern States. 

OPPOSITION ::1-lEOfBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KERR: I ddv hon. members to 
point to a.nv industrv that is springing up 
in the subu"rbs of B"risbane. The different 
buildings and magnificent offices are only 
!enanted by men who act as agents for firms 
111 the southern parts of Australia. \Ve have 
~·cached a stage to-day where the deposits 
m the Queensland banks are not represented 
by local assets, but they arc being sent down 
to the southern parts of Australia, and being 
invf'~ted in industries there. I do not know 
whether this Government could prevent that 
or not. In Queensland, the deposits placed 
in our banks are in excess of the local assets 
whilst in the southern portions of Australi~ 
the assets greatly exceed the amount of local 
deposits. .That can only. mean one thing, 
and that Is that the eap1tal of this State 
ra~sed by means of the sale of wool, etc., ;; 
!l'omg to the southern States and is being 
mvested there. The perusal of any statistics 
relating to banking returns will bear out that 
I am saying what is corJ·Pct. \Ve all con­
tend that Queensland is the most solid State 
from the point of view of production from 
soil and the finest State from a climatic 
point of view, and, if the money that we 
receivP for our wool, sugar, and other 
primary products immediately leaves this 
State and goes to the southern States into 
certain industries there, there must be some­
thing wrong. \Vould it be correct to sav 
that what is happening is the fault of this 
Government? I venture to say that it is 
because of the exce,sive taxation loss of 
business confidence, ,and various oth~r factors 
operating against the interests of this 
State. The finances of Queensland gene­
rally are in such a deplorable condition 
that one cannot restrain himself from cen­
suring the Government for bringing about 
such a bad state financially, and then reduc­
ing the public servants' salaries by 5 per cent. 
The Government are not in a position to pay 

any increases to the public servants, and, 
in fact, are unable to pay the existing 
salaries because of their bad financial 
administration, and have called upon the 
public servants to refund 5 per cent. of 
their salaries. 

Mr. FARRELL: The hon. member is sore 
because he lost a portion of his c,alary. 

::\ir. KEHR: That does not hurt me a 
bit. While the Government were retrenching 
and reducing the salaries of tht'ir employees, 
other lirms in Queensland were giving 
increae,es to their employees. The Common· 
wealth public servants have not onlv 
received inc~·ea~es in salary, but they enjoy 
the automatic mcreases as well. The public 
,;ervants in Queensland to-day are giving 
of their vel'\' best> in the interests of the 
conutr::, but" because of the bad state of 
the f1nanees of the country they have been 
ea llcd upon to forfeit a portion to the 
Government in order to help the Government 
out of their difficulty. ~ot only have the 
employees been compelled to give 5 per 
cent. of their salaries, but some of them 
have lost their positions altogether. The 
penalt;c- is very great. The Government 
>Yt're also able to save hundreds ·of thou­
sands of pounds by compelling hundreds of 
employees to pool their work. I refer to 
engine-drivers, guards, shunters, etc., who 
for months and months pooled their work. 
As a. result of the 5 per cent. reduction and 
the pooling of work hundreds of thousands 
of pounds were returned to the Government 
to assist in overcoming bad administration. 

If the people would sum up the operations 
of this Government during the last twelve 
months, they would realise that it is time 
that thev rose and definitelv demanded to 
kn.o'':" the position to which" the country is 
dnftmg. The hon. member for Townsville 
in speaking on the Address in Reply, mad~ 
son;e . remark hailing the advent of 
somahsm. Another sneered at the words "God 
save the King!" \Ve should endeavour to 
make Queensland a !oval countrv and not be 
swa:y:ed b~ any sordi.d p~rson~l or party 
consideratiOn. The time IS opportune for· 
the people to return to Parliament men 
with a certain amount of loyalty, if not to 
thems~lves and the old country, then loyalty 
to then own countrv. Perhaps what I have· 
just said will not ha"ve very much effect upon 
hon: members opposite. There is an inner­
feelmg m regard to this question that hon. 
members opposite cannot wipe out. En­
deavours should be made to inculcate in the 
minds of the younger generation in the 
course of their school career a fine sense of 
loyalty. I hope the time will never come 
when the Government will inculcate in the 
minds of the younger generation views con­
trary ~o those tha~ have been held for many 
centunes, and wh1ch have made the British: 
pcoi?le the finest race in the world. Those 
sentiments are never held by hon. members­
opposite, and the quicker the people realise 
that the better it will be for themselves 
and for this glorious State. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jfurilla): In the comse 
of my speech I propose to furnish proof 
that during the time that the present 
Government have occupied the Treasu,ry 
be~ches, instead of making the progress. 
whiCh should have been made in Queens­
)and and the progress that has been made 
m other parts of. Australia, we have actually 
gone back considerably. The Government 
have well earned for themselves the title 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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of " The Blundering Government." \V e 
daily see Ministers being placed in humiliat. 
ing positions when meeting deputations in 
asking the deputations to forgive and forget 
the Government's past blunders. 

It is only a littl~ while ago that the 
Premier admitted that a blunder had been 
made in regard to State stations. He stated 
that the Government had made a mistake, 
but that all Governments were liable to 
make mistakes. That mistake has caused 
the country an expenditure of some hundreds 
of thousands of pounds. Recently the Secre­
tary for Agriculture admitted that a mistake 
had been made with respect to the cotton 

industry. He again asked those 
[11.30 a.m.] engaged in that industry to 

forget and forgive. Men who 
have been ruined financially owing to the 
blunders made by the Government are now 
asked to forget and forgive. 

Mr. FARRELL: To let bygones be bygones. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes-let bygones be 
bygones. 

Mr. WARREN: Are you not satisfied with 
that? 

Mr. MORGAN: We are all pleased to 
know that the Premier was successful in 
getting the loan money that was necessary. 
Before leaving Queensland a suggestion was 
made that he should in some way agree to 
meet the financiers of Great Britain in a 
spirit which would bring about reconciliation. 
He evidently took that advice, and decided· 
to grant to the pastoralists of this State 
eertain monetary concessions which had been 
taken away from them by way of repudia­
tion. Had the Premier come back and told 
the people of Queensland what he had actu­
ally done, .and admitted that, in order to 
obtain the renewal of the loans, it was neces­
sary to give certain concessions it would 
have been all right. Instead of that, the 
moment he arrived in Western Australia he 
delivered a speech, stating that he had prac­
tically given .away nothing. A few days 
after that the Secretary for Public Lands 
made a statement, in which he said it would 
be necessary to bring in an amendment of 
the Land Act in order to ratify the conces­
sions made by the Premier to the financiers 
of Great Britain. We now find that even 
-the Secretary for Public Lands has been 
whipped into line by the Premier, because 
the hon. gentleman now states that it is not 
necessary to bring in an amendment of the 
Land Act, but the Land Court will not be 
asked by the Lands Department to deal with 
any reappraisemcnts of rents. That means 
that the Lands Department is going to ignore 
the Land Act for the time being. The Min­
ister now admits that he is going to ignore 
legislation passed by this House and placed 
on the statute-book of Queensland. His 
latest statement that he does not intend to 
ask the Land Court to rea pp raise the rents 
<Jf ·pastoral holdings when the time for reap­
praisement arrives amounts to that. 

Mr. HARTLEY : The time is not due for 
another ten years. Why worry about that 
now? 

Mr. MORGAN: The Land Court will not 
reappraise the rentals because no application 

. will be made by the Lands Department for 
it to do so. As the leader of the Opposition 
ha:s told us, there are any amount of pastoral 
holdings falling due for reappraisement next 
year. As a matter of fact, some are falling 
due next year, yet the Government are not 

[Mr. Morga.n. 

going to place the matter before the court. 
T would like to know if that action is fair in 
view of the agreement entered into by the 
Premier. The decision may bind the present 
Seeretarv for Public Lands. who may hon­
e ·tly de.sire to respect the wishes of the 
Premier in that regard; but what will 
happen within the next few years when. 
perhaps, the present 11inister is not in that 
position? vVhat will happen when the present 
Premier goes out of office, as he is endea­
vouring to do, to become a Federal member'! 
Will his present decision bind the Minister. 
whoever he may be, administering the Land 
Act in the future? If he is a fair and just 
man, he will say that the Act provides that 
these holdings must be reappraised every ten 
y,ears. If he does his duty as Secretar:y: fc;>r 
Public Lands, the people of Great Bntam 
who lent the money to Queensland on certain 
conditions will discover that the word 
of the present Premier is not being 
kept. They will have to depend entirely on 
whoever may be the Government in power in 
the next ten, fifteen, or twenty years. If 
the Government are going· to do justice to 
the agreement entered into by the Premier 
with the financiers overseas, they as honest 
men should bring in an amendment of the 
Land Act to provide exactly the terms of 
the agreement entered into. Unless the Act 
is amended, .another Government can call 
upou the graziers tc have their leaseholds 
reappraised. An amendment of the Land 
Act is the only fair thing to be done undm­
the circumstances. The moment that the 
Premier goes out of the State Parliament, no 
matter what position he may hold, there .will 
be nothing on the statute-book and no rat1fied 
.agreement to show that he made any com­
promise with the money-lenders of Great 
Britain. It is no use the Government or the 
Premier endeavouring to say that the loans 
are only being renewed for a period of five 
years because money is likely to be cheaper 
then. We know that taxation is not likely 
to be reduced. We also know that money 
has reached a certain value, and that that 
value is more likely to go up than down. 
The true reason whv the Premier could not 
get a loan for a longer period was because 
it was the only weapon the money-lenders of 
Great Britain possessed in order to ensure 
that the present Government recognised _and 
carried into effect the agreement entered mto 
by them with the Premier. If the Govern­
ment do not fulfil that agreement, in five 
years thev will be called on to repay the 
£12.000.000. 

Hon. M. J. K~RWAN: Why all the tears? 
Mr. MORGAN: They will not be able to 

repay it. It is the sword of Damocles hang­
ing over the neck of the Premier of the day 
waiting to chop off his political head if the 
agreement is not fulfilled. 

Mr. HARTLEY: If that is so, they have got 
it hung up by a chain which is not likely to 
break. 

Mr. MORGAN: We know that the Govern­
ment of the day, if Labour, will break the 
agreement if it suits them. Unfortunately, 
it has been a costlv lesson for Queensland. 
The first loan with America was, in my 
opinion, entered into from a disloyal point 
of view . 

Mr. COLLINS: Cut that out. 
Mr. M ORGAN: That step was taken 

because of the fact that the Government were 
going to interfere with the moneyed interests 
in the State. Great Britain at the time was 
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up against it. She wa> fighting certain 
internal troubles, and the Uovernment of 
"the day thought that they w~uld do Great 
Britain a certain amount of lllJUry 1f they 

,could obtain loan money in America. They 
went to America. but what was the result"? 
The amount of monev that was received 
from the graziers through increased rentals 
has had ro be sent across to America to pay 
for that loan. The people of Queensland did 
not gain bv the increased amount of money 
taken frorr; the graziers of Queensland. The 
people who have gained are the American 
money-lenders. Queensland is no better off. 
as she had to send the extra £200,000 or 
£300 000 obtained from the graziers in 
high~r r<entals acros;; the seas to America, 
instead of the morwv being used to develop 
the country portions of this State. Queens­
land is the poorer by that amount each 7e_ar. 
That is what has happened through obtammg 
a loan from America. That is what this 
superman has done-the man who is credited 
throughout this State and throughout Aus­
tralia as being something special ! When I 
ask members on the Government side of the 
House or the people of Queensland in this 
particular to point out what the Premier has 
done-why he has earned his title-can they 
do it? I admit the Premier has been boosted 

"by the Press, but it has been proved by ques­
tions asked in this House that he has been 
boosted by money taken from the Treasury. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: You will say any­
"thing but your prayers. 

Mr. M ORGAN: We know that "Smith's 
Weekly" was paid an enormous sum of 
money-it appears in "Hansard "-for the 
purpose of writing up the Premier. We know 
that the Press does not generally conduct 
'business on a philanthropic basis or from a 
charitable point of view, and when any 
favourable publicity is required by an indi­
vidual it is usually paid for. The Government 
of the day though unfortunately they are not 
prepared to run the business of the country 

-on a businesslike basis, are sufficiently busi­
nesslike to subsidise articles boosting the 
Premier and other Ministers. 

Mr. HARTLEY: How much was paid? 

Mr. MORGAN: With respect to an article 
"that appeared in a Roma paper at a cost of 
£50 we know that that was written about the 
late Agent-General, Mr. Hunter, praising him 
up to the skies and telling people what a 
great man he was. We asked th<J question 
and found that the article was paid for. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Then you have not got much 
hope of getting over here, for nobody wants 
to pay to boost you. 

Mr. MORGAN: Tlw Premier knows the 
valuB of securing articles in the Press, par­
ticularly in the Press not politically in his 
favour. He recognises that, if an article 
appears in a publication that does not support 
his party politically, it is of greater value 
than if it appeared in the " Standard " or 
some othBr paper subsidised by his Govern­
ment. Such boosting has caused his reputation 
to be built up. If we were to go into figures 
and facts. we would find that Queensland has 
not progressed under this wondBrful Labour 
Government and the superman, the Premier 
of Queensland. Instead of that we are daily 
going down, down, and down. 

The Assistant Minister, the hon. member for 
Brisbane, asked whether hon. members on 
this side of the House ever walked down 
•Qu:een street. I am sorry· to say that the 

prosperity of Brisbane is not reflected through­
out Queensland. If it were, we would have 
nothing to complain about. I admit that 
money can be borrowed to-day for the purpose 
of erecting buildings in Queen street-for 
bricks and mortar in the capital town of 
Queensland-but unfortunately the same 
amount of money-or practically any money­
cannot be obtained for the purpose of develop­
ing the country portions of this State. It was 
point0d out by the hon. member for Enoggera 
that Brisbane is only developing by reason 
of the fact that it is building offices for those 
who sell articles that are manufactured in 
Southern States. We have fewer factories 
in Queensland to-day than we had ten years 
ago. We are really a State upon which the 
rest of Australia dumps manufactured articles, 
and we se!! them, use them, and consume 
them. 

Our workers are not getting the benefit of 
our industries. Our cattle, for instance, have 
been going to the Southern States to be 
killed, while our workmen have had nothing 
to do, and have had to apply to the Govern­
ment for subsidies. Instead of helping those 
workmen by giving them work, we are a~low­
ing our cattle to be sent away and killed, 
anc' the Southern people to have the benefit 
of that \York of slaughtering and handling the 
stock. 

\Vhat is the Pr,emier doing in respect to 
the present agitation from the public service Y 
To-day there is agitation right throughout 
Queensland. Every department of our State 
service is a seething mass of discontent. The 
police, the railway officials, and everybody 
else is coming forward and asking the 
Premier to do certain things. He has decided 
upon certain conditions that a Bill be intro­
duced into this House that will not come into 
operation until 1st July, 1925. By that delay 
he will throw the bul'den of a 44-hour week 
on those who follow him. He does not care 
a rap what happens to the financial position 
of Queensland once he gets away. He is just 
the same as a previous ex-Premier when he 
took from Queensland all his capital and 
inv,ested it in other States. The Premier does 
not care what happens the moment after he 
wins the plebescite for, the Herbert. He 
knows that the eiectorate for which he wishes 
to stand is strong in the matter of public 
servants. and he is therefore promising to 
benefit them in the future and so endeavouring 
to get one over the hon. member for South 
Brisbane. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! 'I1he 
hon. member is not in order in imputing 
improper motives to the Premier. 

Mr. MORGAN: There is no doubt that the 
Premier is endeavouring to make his marble 
good by saying that these things will. be 
brought into effect in the future. It will be 
noticed that he is not proposing to bring 
them into operation during the time he will 
be Premier of the State. He knows w!hat 
will be the consequences of such legislation, 
and he is not prepared to take the risk and 
carry the burden. He is allowing those who 
will follow to shoulder the responsibility. 
Perhaps they deserve all they will get, becausB 
they are forcing these things on the Premier 
at the pr,esent time. 

Regarding the cotton question, while we 
admit that the Secretary for Agriculture may 
be genuine in his endeavours, we know what 
a fearful mess has been made of the cotton 
industry· through Government interference. 

Mr."' Morgah~] 
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Had the industry been allowed to go on and 
grow, like the wool industry for example, it 
would have been a. success. The Government 
did not foster the wool industry. Its success 
is due to the graziers and sheep owners, and 
it is now proving the salvation of Australia. 
It did not receive assistance from any Go­
vernment; rather, it was continually pestered 
and burdened by Governments. 

11r. HARTLEY: What about Kidston estab­
lishing wool sales in Brisbane? 

Mr. ::YlORGAN: To-day it is the stand-by of 
Australia. \Ve find that the Government by 
interfering with the cotton industry, which 
was likely to achi·eve the same success as the 
wool industry, have strangled that industry 
through their blunders. vVhy did thev not 
allow the cotton induustry to sink or sw1m by 
the endeavours of the growers'? They did not 
want Government interference. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You had to get the Govern­
ment to buy your ginneries for you. 

Mr. MORGAN: We want the industry to be 
conducted and controlled bv the growers, 
and to sink or swim on its merits. 

:Mr. 1-IARTLEY : You are on a 6 per cent. 
guarantee with your cotton. 

Mr. MORGAN: Through the interference 
of the Government insects that have never 
been seen inland from the coast have pene­
trated to the West, although it was pointed 
out that cotton seed was likely to carry such 
insects. Those insects were taken to the 
West in the seed that we buy from Brisbane 
and the coast. 

Mr. W. CoOPER: How do you know that? 

Mr. MORGAN: I know it is a fact, because 
I have lived in Queensland for seventeen years 
and have grown crops of all typ·es. It is 
only since cotton has been taken up-and this 
is the experience of others-that we have seen 
these insects. They were not there previously. 
It was known that they were prevalent in tho 
coastal districts, and now we find them 
ravaging the cotton in the western portions 
of Que·ensland. 

Then again, take the railway freights and 
fares. We find there is going to be another 
increase, and the people in the country have 
to pay railway freights both ways. That is 
to say, if I am a producer and have some·· 
thing to sell and send it to Brisbane to be 
sold, I pay the freight from my town to 
Brisbane. Then if I want foodstuffs or wear­
ing apparel or machinery manufactured in 
Brisbane, I pay the freight from Brisbane 
up to my country town. The city people do 
not pay railway freights at all. Now we 
are told that an extra burden is going to 
be placed on the country people of this 
State. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The man who buys your 
lucerne pays the freight. 

Mr. M ORGAN: The man who buys our 
lucerne does not pay the freight. Unfor­
tunately \Ye sell our lucerne in the city, and 
the freigb t is charged to us by the merchant 
who sells the lucern~. We sell our stock in 
the Enoggera yards, and we pay freight on 
our stock down to Enoggera. Why is it 
that the population of the cities is increasing 
to such an extent over the population of 
country districts, and why is the country 
population drifting to the cities? Figures can­
not lie, more especially figures that are pre­
pared by the Government Statistician, and 
this is what has actually happened in Queens-

[ Mr. Morgan. 

land <luring the eight years of Labour· 
Administration and during the eight years 
}Wior to the Labour Government taking 
office in Queensland:-

DRIFT OF POPUI,ATlOX. 
DRIFT OF POP1:J,ATIOX TO CITIES. 

Bight years to 1914-
Cities and Towns 
Shires 

Eight years to 1 022·­
Citir o) and 'l'O\\'TIS 
Shires 

Increase. Increase 
Per Cent. 

[>~,688 1 23·2 
l 04,881 3±·2 

6±.005 22·0 
16,6±8 -1·± 

__ j__ 

The cities have gone ahead by 22.9 per cent. 
while the countrv districts have only increased 
hv 4.4 per cent. during those eight years. 
T·hat does not even represent the natural 
increase bv births in the country districts. 
Those figu.res show that the people of the 
country are drifting to the cities under a. 
Labour Government. Why? 

Mr. HARTLEY: Showing that you are hunt­
ing them off the land because you won't pay 
a decent wage .. 

Mr. MORGAN: No. It shows that the 
productiveness of the country is not suff!.­
cient to enable us to employ labour. It IS· 

not sufficient generally to enable us to make 
a decent living on the land ourselves. That 
is the reason for the drift to the cities, and 
not because we do not pay decent wages. 
The countrv is being denuded of its popula­
tion and what have this Government done? 
\Vh~n members on the other side were on 
the Opposition benches they were always 
c-rying out for the opening of l_and for closer 
settlement. Thev have been 111 power now 
for eig-ht or nine years, and the following 
table shows conclusively that there has been 
less land opened for settlement during the 
timo they have been in power than was 
opened during the eight years prior to the 
Labour Government taking office :-

LAND ACQUIRED FOR CLOSER SETTLEMENT ADJACEN'l' 
TO EXISTING RAILWAYS. 

·---;----

Acreage. I Name. Cost. 

------------ I __ _ 

1907 to 1914 Jimbour 
Cooroy 
Maryvale 
Widgee 
Inkerman 

Totals 

1915 to 1022 Cecil Plains .. 

I 121,061 I 
5,507 

29,156 
46,827 1 

80,088 1 

282,639 i 
120,947 i 

£ 
423,713 

10,465 
87,468 
02,534 

180,143 

744,323 

241,894 

SETTLE11ENT OF AGRICUJ,TURAL CROWN LAN~ 

8c1ections. Area. 

Acre~. 
1907 to 1914 20,257 11,518,708 
1915 to 1922 10,542 5,221,924 

Deficit 9,715 6,296,784 

Not half the area of land has been opened 
during the regime of this Government that 
was opened prior to their taking control of 
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the Treasury benches. Previous to taking 
office members of the Labour party were 
continually abusing the Liberal Government 
for allowing I and to be held in large areas. 
vVhat have the present Government done in 
respect of the land that was proposed to be 
opened in the Roma and Goondiwindi dis­
tricts? During the last election they obtained 
a number of votes under false pretences, 
inasmuch as they told the people that they 
were going to resume vast areas of land 
and cut it up for' closer settlement. Have 
they done it? Ask the hon. member for 
Maranoa whether they have resumed the 
land that it was proposed to resume. They 
have not resumed land in the Goondiwindi 
district that they said they would resume­
beautiful land for sheep which could be cut 
into blocks of from 5,000 to 10,000 acres. 
All they have done is to serve notices of 
resumption on these people, and they have 
gone no further. Just for a little political 
kudos before an election they said they were 
going to do this and do that, but they have 
done nothing up to the present moment in 
that regard. 

Now I would like to draw attention to 
what has happened in connection with rail­
way construction. The Government are 
always taking credit for building railways. 
We are told that they have built railways 
in the North. They may have built railways 
in the :\orth, but very few rail¥.ays have 
been built in the Southern portion of the 
State. 

Mr. HARTLEY: All the "dud" railways 
have been built in the South. 

Mr. M:ORGAN: The following figures in 
regard to railway construction are very 
illuminating:-

RAILWAYS. 

1

1907-8 to 1915-16 to 
1914-15. 1022-23. 

---,---',---
Mileage constructed and 

1 

Miles. Miles. 

opened for traffic . . 1,701 1,067 
Average mi1eage per I 

annum . . 213 134 

Nearly 700 miles more of railway were built 
during the last eight years of the previous 
Government than were constructed during 
the eight years of Labour Administration. 
Yet they pride themselves on their railway 
construction policy. 

Mr. HARTLEY: V\'rong. 

Mr. MORGAN: My friend says, "Wrong." 
I knew the figures would surprise hon. mem­
bers. They go out into their electorates, 
and say, "Look what we have done in rail­
way construction. Look at the millions of 
acres of land that we have opened up to 
settlement." The figures show that they 
have not opened for settlement anything· 
like the amount of land opened b:r the 
previous Administration, and the figures 
bhow that they ha v" not constructed the 
same mileage of railway during the last 
eight years that was constructed during the 
last eight years of the previous administra­
tion. 'fhe Labour G-overnn1ent have only 
constructed an average of 134 miles por 
annum, whilst the Liberal Administration in 
the same period constructed an average of 
213 miles per annum. Are those figures 
wrong? Unfortunatl'ly, those figures are 
not known generally throughout Queensland, 
and the people have a right to know them. 

1924-F 

There is a general idea on the part of the 
people that the Government have made won­
derful progress in lund settlement and rail-

way construction, and that our 
l12 noon] rural population is increasing, 

but the figures show that that 
opinion is erroneous. Thr'y show that the 
Lttbour Government have not opened up 
within 5.000,000 acres the area of land that 
the Liberal Uovornment opened up in the 
previous correcponding period, and that 
they have not construded by 700 miles the 
same mileage of railway that the Liberal 
Government constructed during a similar 
period. Statistics also show that our popu­
lation is leaving the rural areas in the States 
and coming into the towns. I admit that 
it is almost impossible to keep young men 
and women in the country; but it is deplor­
able to t.hink that our most valuable people 
are ~orning i11t.o the cities and swelling the 
vopulation there while the areas in the 
country are being denuded. Our country 
to,vns to-day are not tho s.tme as the." were 
twenty 0"ears ago. lf we take any town west 
ot rroo\YOOmba as far out as Cunnarnulla, 
•vo shall iind that there has been Ii ttle prC>­
gros~:> made during the last seven or eight 
years, und the people threre are worse off 
tooday Cnancially than they were then. I 
will admit that Brisbane has gone ahead 
wonderfully; but, unfortunately, Brisbane is 
not Queensland. The prosperity of Queens· 
land generally is judged from the fact that 
huge buildings have been erected on every 
vacant ~i!lotment in the city. We arc told 
then that Queensland is prosperous, but it 
is a false prosperity. I say that a big city 
hkc Brisbane cannot be prosperous when 
men of the city are forced to go into gamb­
ling games, and to break the law of the 
State in order to raise rnonev for the 
centenary celebration;;. I see po~ted up in 
different places where I go the words-

" Oxley founded the city. Your 
fathers built it. Will you honour it?" 

I am sorry the Attomey-General is not here. 
I saw one po:oter which had that heading, 
and underneath was writtrm the words-

" ' Morry · Barry and ' J ohnny ' 
Mullan ha.-e disgraced it." 

And so they did by allowing gambling to 
b0 carried on in the Albert Square. Urdi­
nary persons who carried on the same 
games as wero permitted in Albert Square 
would be arrcc,tcd, and those who permitted 
thorn were as liable as other citizens to six 
rr,onths in gaol. The Attorney-General. 
allo" ed a game to be carried out, while 
under the _'\.et the man who plays it beco·,nes 
a criminal if he is convicted. Our friend, 
l\Ir. 13arry, may wish to have his portrait 
placarded all over the place because ha 
happens to be mayor· of the city during the 
ccnter>ar; celebrations, but he cannot deny 
the fuct that, when they were asked to allow 
these games to be played, they wen· being 
asked to disgrace tho fair name of Brisbane. 

I want to refer to State trading concerns, 
to show what a huge blunder tho Govern­
ment have made iu that respect. Other 
Governn1ents, unfortunately-even IfcdCral 
Governments 1.:vhich wen~ not Labour-went 
i11to State trading conccn1s with disastrous 
rc,mlts. The lessee throughout Australia 
to the taxpa> ers in respect of State trading 
amount to £7.000,000, after allo•.;ing for the 
profits made on some of them. The annual 
interest bill on the £7,000,000 an1ounts to the 
huge sum of £420.000. We are paying a lot 

Mr. Morgan.] 



66 Address ~n Reply. [ASSEMBLY.]J Address in Reply. 

of interest annually on the money lost 
through the different Governments of tho 
State, and Commonwealth going into trad­
ing concerns. Th" Federal Government up 
to 30th June, 1923, made " loss of not less 
than £4,274,000-a huge loss, one must 
admit. The New South \Vales Government 
made a lose of £772,711, after allowing fm· 
profits from some of them. The Queensland 
la<' amounted to £823,665, and that was 
after the market values of the cattle on 
the State stations had been increased con­
sidcra bly over and above their true and 
market value. In \VPstcrn Australia the loss 
was £467.000, and in lit!Je Tasmania they 
lost £77,000. Yet we have Governments 
which arc scill dcoirous of perpetuating 
State enterprises. I do not care \Vhat Go­
vernment n1ay be in power. Governrnent:s 
cannot ·UC{'Cssfully run these (:lltC'riJrises, 
simply because the man who makes a busi­
ness a succ 1'SS n1ust Le a trained n1an ·who 
has been in the business from infancy, and 
knows ever?thing necessary for it::; successful 
conduct. Governrnent2- have put in charge oi 
State trading concerns n1anag(~rs who were 
not able tu make a success of their own 
tmrticular business. That applies to all Go­
Ycrnnlent:'. No Ciovcrnment, 1vhcthcr 
LiLeral or Labour, can conduct ~tatc enter~ 
prises successfully, and the consequence is 
that the taxpayers have to bear the burden, 
and huge su1ns arc added to our interest 
bill year after year. 

I would like to rcfet· to iho speech 
delivered by the seconder of tnc motion for 
the adoption of the Address in Reply, the 
hon. mernbl".r for \\l""arrego. I once heard 
it said that England was "th<' home of cant. 
humbug, and hypocrisy." '!'hat may he true. 
I do not know whether the hon. member 
for \Varrogo was born in England. but one 
·would think he must have been, otherwise 
he would not have made those rlisloval 
tttV'rances that he n1ado during hi.-; ~peeuch, 
ancl at the same time second the motion, 
which I "-ill read-

" \Ye, His Maje,ty's loyal and dutiful 
subject·,, the members ol the Legislative 
Assembly of Quec,nsland, in Parliament 
assembled, desire to ao ure Your Excel­
lency of our continued loc alty and 
affection tovvards the Throne and Person 
of Our Most Gracious ~ovcroign, and to 
tender ou1· thanks to Your Ji;xcPllenc·.­
for the Speech with which you have bee;, 
pleased to open the present Session." 

Mr. POLLOCK: vVhat did he sav that was 
disloyal! ' 

Mr. 1\IORGAN: One would naturallv 
think that a man with the sentiments which 
the hon. member for \Van·cgo expressed 
would not have seconded that resolution. 
One would. have thought he would haYc 
rcfuecd, and said. " No, I possess different 
c-pinions"; yet he seconded the resolution 
of loyalty to the Throne. We know by the 
sentiments he Pxpresscd that that is not his 
opinion. 

Mr. POLLOCK: What sentiments did he 
express which were disloyal? 

Mr. MOR.GAN: If the hon. memher read 
his speech he "ould sec them for himseif. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I road his 5peech, and I did 
not see them. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I would point 
out to the hon. member that it is not in 
order to ftccuse any hon. member of dis­
loyalty. 

[Mr .• li organ. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I am not accusing the 
hon. member of disloyalty; I do not w1sh to 
accuse him of that. I say that those who 
n·ad his speech and also read the resolution 
which he 'econded in connection with the 
Address in Reply will form their own 
conclusion about the matter. We know that 
there is general discontent right through­
out the public service of this State, although 
th<? public servants have got their pet Labour 
Con,rnmcnt in power. Why is there that 
discontent? It is bccaus"' the Government. 
\··hilo they have benefited some. have caused 
g,oat hardships to others, and those who 
have not got th:' easy, cosy positions are 
1caturally discontented, while the few who 
ktve benefited by the advent of the Labour 
CoYcrnment arc contented and satisfied 
with what is going on. We sec by the 
deputations ' hich wait daily upon th3 
Premier or the :Ministers of the variom, 
dcparttncnL that the service is discontented. 
\Vc haYC only to look at the papers published 
by the various branches of the public 'orvice. 
such a-, t 1Jo " Raih' ay l.tdvocate," " r:rhe 
Police ,Journal," and the journal published 
bv the echool teachers of the State, or an:.· 
other organ issned on behalf of the various 
sections, to find that the whole of the public 
s8rvico is discont<mted. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed to him 
by the Standing Orders. 

~Ir. KELSO (~~·und({h): I listened very 
carefully to the speeches delivered by the 
mover <md seconder of the Address in Reply, 
and it seemed to me that there was a very 
etrong ondeayour on the part of each of 
those hon. nwmbers to deal with His Excel­
lency's Speech as little as possible. The hon. 
nwmbor for Townsville dealt very briefly 
with it; the greater part of his time was 
taken up in working the parish pump. He 
told the House that he wanted certain things 
done in Townsville. and by using a good 
d0al of his time in airing the wants of 
his cons1 itu(mcy I have no doubt that he 
rlid good service to himself from the point 
of view of a future election. 

Notwithstanding the disclaimer which was 
made a few minutes ago about the disloyal 
statements of the hon. member for Warrego, 
the impression was left on my mind that, if 
the hon. member did not actually do as has 
be0n suggested, he was, .at any rate, sneering· 
at loyalty. I consider it is a disgrace for any 
man to stand up in this Chawber and take 
up the attitude the hon. member adopted. 
lt is possible that he knew he was skating 
on thin ice. but perhaps he was "cute" 
enough to do it so carefully that you, Mr. 
Spe,!lwr, could not pull him up. Certainly 
the impression was left on this side of the 
House that he was sneering at loyalty, 
although he was seconding a motion which 
sa;-s distinctlv-

, " \Ve ~ssure your Excellency of our 
continued loyalty and affection towards 
the Throne and person of Our Most 
Gracious Sovereign.'' 

\Vhen the Premier was about to leave for 
London in order to take up this great task 
of com·orting the loan, we met in another 
part of this building to give him a friendly 
send-off. and the loader of the Opposition 
and the kadcr of the Country party sent him 
off, so far as they were concerned, with the 
very best wishes. He had the very best 
wishes of every member of this House, and 
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I give him the credit of publicly acknow­
ledging that evening that nothing had been 
done on this side to injure the prospects of 
floating that loan. But the Premier stated 
without any reservation that he viewed with 
grave concern the reception that he would get 
in London. If the hon. gentleman had had a 
clear conscience, he would not have antici­
pated that there was going to be trouble 
when he went home. If he had been a mem­
ber of our party, he would have gone home 
with such a clear conscience that he would 
ban• been confident that the financiers at 
home would rush him with monev because 
they knew that the interests of the State 
were safe in the hands of such ,a party .as 
ours. But ho had a guilty conscience, and 
he got what he was looking for. Immediately 
he got home the discontent which had been 
smouldering for the last four years mani­
fested i tsel£ in no uncertain form and 
he has admitted that he had a most difh­
cult task. He has nid, in fact, that he 
spent a considerable time in creating a 
fayourable atmosphere. He had conferences 
with all the men interested in pastoral, 
financial, and other important circles, and he 
says he successfully created an undcr;tanding 
that what the Government did in 1920 when 
they introduced the amendment of the Land 
Act was not repudiation but the verv oppo­
site. ·when the hon. gentleman came back 
to Austtalia-whether owing lo the fact that 
he had had a good trip across and was feel­
ing in good fettle, or whether he had been 
communing with people >vho had verv 
correct methods of dealing I do not know_::_ 
he :vas, at any rate, in very good talking 
stram. and. according to the Press when he 
landed in Fremantle' he made certain state­
ments. I may say here that so far as I ca.n 
judge the hon. gentleman seems to have 
become more reticent the nearer he got. to 
Qne<:'nsland, · and whatever he said at Fre­
mantle was watered down bv the time he 
got back here. He ha.d one story out there 
and another here. Perhaps when he neared 
Quepnsland he began to fpar what sort of a. 
reception he "ould get from his confrercs 
on the other side. so that, as a metropolital! 
journal described him, he might well be 
called. ''Mr. Theodore Facing-Two-\Yays." 

The Sr.cRETAUY FOR AGRICcLT'CHE: 'fhe 
country is not much concerned about ':our 
description of the l'remicr. " 

Mr. KELSO: The Acting Premier has his 
views and I have mine, and I represent a. 
constituency just as he does and the views 
of my constituents are just 'as important as 
those of the hon. member's. In an interview 
after the return of the Premier, the hon. 
gentleman said-

" There has been some criticism of the 
terms of the settlement of the Queensland 
controversy in London. These attacks 
can only arise from failure to realise the 
conditions which prevailed in London 
with respect to the dispute or misunder­
standing of the nature of the settlement. 

"To answer tho charges categorically, 
there has been no climb down on my 
part, no recantation of Government 
policy, no surrender of self-governing 
rights to overseas financiers, no in1posi­
tion of the will of others npon the Go­
vernment of Queensland with regard to 
the land policy of the State. On the 
contrary, the Land Act of 1920 remains 
on the statute-book, and will not be 
repealed. The 50 per cent. limitation to 

rental increases, which was the privilege 
enjoyed by squatters for many years, will 
not be restored. No refund of extra 
rents will be paid to squatters, no exten­
sion of leases will be granted to them, 
yet these latter conditions were but part 
of the terms demanded by the pastoral 
companies as a condition precedent to 
Queensland appearing on the London 
n1oncy n1arket." 

Then he went on to sa.y-
" To fully appreciate the position 

which exi, ted in London, it must he 
remembered that the demands on the; 
Government were supported not only 
by Anglo-.Australian pastoral compar1ies, 
but by the London Stock Exchange, the 
Association of British Chambers of Com­
merce, and bwkers, bankers, and the 
financial Press. It vvas n1y task to break 
down the hostility of these powerful 
interests, to have the impossible demands 
withdrawn, to 'atisfy the large body of 
British investors that the Queensland 
Government was straight in its dealings, 
and restore the crRdit of the State, which 
for four years had been vindictiYclv 
a::::sailed." ~ 

The hon. gcntl<lman admits that he met some 
of the most intellectual men in Groat Britain. 
The long list that I have read shows that 
there must have been some great discontent. 
and shows that these men at home-men of 
hononr, men who are unbiased, such as the 
. .\."ociation of British Chambers of Com­
merce-where could you look for a more 
unbiased set of men than they ?-were so 
incensed by the Government's .act of 
repudiation in 1920 that the hon. gentleman 
said-

" They had boon saving 'this up for 
four years." 

\Ve know perfectly well what happened 
the last time the Premier went home and 
when he went to the American money market. 
On this occasion he came home a repentant 
man, and tried to make us belieYe, after 
going homo and consulting tho rncn repre­
senting the great interests concomed, that 
the large body of British investors werE' 
prejudiced against him. IIo cannot say that 
all those British inve,tors were absolutolv 
prejudiced. He stated on his return on the 
last occasion that he had created an atmos­
phere that enabled him to restore the credit 
of Queensland. If the Pre'mier is correct in 
saying that, then how does he square it with 
his statement made here that he has not 
given anything away at all? He stated-

" My offer of a stahilisation of the 
C'xi..:.;ting rents during the rornaindcr of 
the tcrrm for those holdings which have 
already be(n reasscsoed under the Land 
Act of 1920 has been ,rJucribed aR a con­
cession. In fact, it was a mere formula 
to enable the pastoralists to a,,,ont to a 
settle>ment of the dispute. In agreeing 
to this basis the paetoralists yielded a 
great deal, and tlw GoYcrnment yielded 
verv little. The settlement involYed no 
sacrifice of principle on the part of th0 
Government and no recantation o.i 
pol~cy." 

Do tho public believe that the Premier is 
telling the truth when he make, that state­
ment? The public know very w0ll that the 
Premier went he me nnd met shrewd bl~'iness 
men-men of intelligence-and made an 
arrangement with them which involved the 
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l'(•traction of what the Government had done 
in 1920. The arrangement provides that 
thoro shall be no further increase in rents 
during the term of the present leases. If 
that agreement is carried out, it certainly 
means that the revenue which the Govern­
ment would have obtained under the 1920 
Act is actually to be given back as a present 
to the prtstoralists. It is impossibl.o to esti­
mate <:!efinitoh the value of that concession; 
but. if vou -take into consideration the 
length or' time that the leases have to run, 
and. estimate the increase in the rents b} 
50 p('r cont., then how on earth can the 
l'r0mier hope to persuade us to believe that 
he has not given anything away? I have no 
doubt that the Premier tried to persuade his 
),arty and sunpcrters here that no concession 
was given; but no fair minded man cculd 
argue that suc:h a state of affairs exists. 
This morning the lea·der of the Opposition 
'tatod that probably with the existing high 
price o{ wool, had the present rents been 
reasse· <ed, not only would there have been a 
50 per cent. increase, but there would ha,-e 
lwen a much larger increase. It is impos­
sible to know the exact amount of the con­
cession, but it must be an enorrnous amount. 
An cnorrnou~ co11cession has been given to 
the pastoralists, and is it reasonable to 
belioYo that th<' Premier at home was able 
to persuade those men that by doing what 
ho did he \V a~ not giving the1n a concpv,sion? 
They know pel'fortly well what sort of a con­
cession they were grtting-a very handsome 
concession-but it was a concession which 
was an act of justice. Before the Premier 
left Queensland he stated that, although the 
Act had been amended with regard to the 50 
nor cent. limitation. still the lessees had no 
legal right in that ·respect because the pro­
vision was not ir:clnded in the lease. That 
is nothing n1oro or lE>~'" than a bit of special 
pleading. No hono't Government would 
induce people to take up land on the 
assumption that they \\'NO taking it up 
under a certain Act of Parliament, which 
would bind them down ·during the })Cried of 
that contract. and then purposely, appa­
rently, when the lease is drawn up leave out 
that verv clause dealing with the 50 rwr runt. 
limitation. If that were done purposely it 
would l e a disgraceful thing to do. Will 
the Government bo prepared in the future 
to em bodv the full conditions in the lease? 
Has a m·an when he gets a lca.se not the 
right to know exactly what the conditions 
wi!I be during the term of that lease? All 
those <:onditions oua;ht to be embodied in 
the l.eas0. so that the lessee or anyone who 
intcrpr0ts the lease for him will be able to 
know if the lease can be abrogated during 
its term. If a man took up a lease on the 
assumption that during the term of the 
lease thoro was to be no alteration in the 
conditions set out. and then further condi­
tions are imposed, that is repudiation of 
the grossest type. That man would 
have been induced to sign that lease 
nnder false pretences, and nothing could be 
more disgraceful than that. The lessees took 
up their 1' :1s0s for a period set out in the 
schedule of the Act. The Premier also 
stated on his return that, although it might 
app<-ar that a concession had been granted, 
still the g-reater number of the lPases would 
oxnire during the next ten-year nerlod, and 
there would be no reappraisements of rent. I 
think the loader of the Opposition this morn­
ing- g-avp very convincing proof~unfortu­
natel.y many hon. members were absent from 
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the Chamber-that a very large proportion 
of these leases will fall due for reappraise­
ment-not only once, but two or three times. 

Mr. \YINR'fANLEY: How could th<'y fall dut' 
two or three times? 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why did 
the hon. gentleman not say five or six times? 

::\1r. KELSO: I am simply stating facts. 
'The SECRETARY FOR /I.GRICGLTURE: Can the 

hon. g -ntleman tell me the length of the 
leases"! 

Mr. Kn:G: They are al.l set out in the 
schedule to the Land Act. 

Mr. KELSO: The leader of the Opposi­
tion pointed out this morning that the leases 
falling due between 1930 and 1952 number 
782. embracing an area of 199,577 square 
miles and allowing for the reoumptiOn of 
on ··-f~urth 'of that area since 1910, there is 
left an area of 149,683 square miles, or 
95,797,120 acres, covered by the agreement. 
t·lc also pomted out that the total area of 
selections of all kinds standing good on 31st 
Dceember, 1922, amounted to 90,b66,623 acres. 
Those )oases are liable to be appraised every 
IPn year,, a11d prubably some of them would 
have been appraieod. t\Vo or three times-not 
rix tin1cs as the Acting Prcrr1icr suggested I 
.huukl say-before expiry. We do not know 
what the price of wool will be dunng that 
time, but \YC certainly believe that for many 
veare to come the price of wool will not go 
down· and if the ront is to be assessed on 
the ~arnin'g capaC'ity of tho land, it is 
reasonable to as~ume that at tho YPI'Y least 
the assessments would not be less than those 
which obtain to-day, and which hop. mem­
Uers opposite claim .arc very n1uch In Pxcess 
of the assessments under the Act of 1910. I 
claim that the Government have not only 
given justice to tho extent of the 50 per cent. 
limitation, but that they have g1ven the 
lf'.::.seet:- a greater -conrcssion than they vvould 
have askNl for if the 1920 Act had not been 
brought into operation. 

During the time that the Premier was at 
hornc condurting these nrgotiations New Zea.­
land anrl ::\ew South Wales floatAd loan, 
Kew Zealand floated a £5,000,000 4:i per 
cent. loan at 95 on 8th May, 1924. The 
coet of redemption of that loan amounted to 
£5 Q,. lOd. per cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC"CLTUHE: \Vhat 
were th,, terms of that loan? 

Mr. KELSO: I do not know exactly, but 
they were fair terms. 

Hon. M . .J. KrRWAN: Quote the New Routh 
Wales Government's £5,000,000 loan when the 
Premier got his offer of £60,000,000. 

Mr. KERR: The rate of interest in con­
nection with the Queensland loan materially 
affected the Now South Wales loan. 

Mr. KELSO : I am not going to miss the 
Now South Wales loan. That Government 
fl0ated a £5 000 000 5 per cent. loan at par. 
The hon. me.mb~r for \V an·ego has informed 
us that a great amount of that loan was left 
on the underwriters' hands. That may be 
eo but the underwriters were satisfied at 
ady rate that it was a good proposition, and 
I have no doubt that now the whole of that 
amount has been absorbed in England. What 
do we find as regards Queensla,nd? We were 
told in r, ply to a question that the Queens­
land 5~ per cent. loan was floated for five 
years at £99 10s., and that the costs amounted 
~pproximately to £2 2s. per cent., and, if the 
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loan is allowed to run for its full term, the 
rate of inter ~st will be £6 2s. 5d. per cent. at 
£99 10s. We know perfectly well that, when 
financial interests at home are concerned in 
the flotation of loans, they will naturally try 
to get the best rate they can. Queensland goes 
hon1e disgraced. The Premier goes in sack­
cloth and ashes and asks for forgiveness, and 
the money interPsts say, " \Ve will renew your 
loan, but we will make you pay a little 
stirfcr rate of interest," and they put on an 
extra half per c ·nt, The cost to the taxpayer 
for the sins of the Government in 1920 are 

now coming home to roost, as it 
[12.30 p.m.] will mean they will cost £65,000 

in extra interest. That is the 
penaltv the State has got to pay for the Go­
vNnment not running· straight. Their 
chickens arc coming home to roost. Who has 
got to pay that~ sum? Kot the members of 
the GoYcrnmont, but the whole community. 
Th- PrPmicr admitted in a speech on one 
occasion that all taxation has ultimately to 
be borne by fhe whole of the people; and 
the whole of the people represent a larg·e 
proportion of workers who arc simply on 
wag-es. That is the trouble that the present 
Government have brought on Queensland. 

Last session during the discussion on the 
Financial Statement the Premier threw out 
a challenge. He was. so delighted with the 
woiHlPrful succ ss of hJS New York loan that 
he challenged any criticism of the figures, 
and I took up the challenge. In " H ansard" 
appears a statement made by me which has 
nevN been contradicted. If I had made any 
mistake in my figures, it is certain that the 
Treasurer wonld be the first person to have a 
column in the newspapers the next day 
pointing out what my mistake was. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Not at 
all. Ho would take no notice of it. 

Mr. K~LSO: The Acting Premier is very 
pessimistic this morning. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The Under 
Secretary to the Treasury does not read 
" IIansard." 

Mr. K~LSO: I think the trouble of the 
Acting Premier is due to the chilly feeling 
through sitting in the morning, which he is 
not used to. He is always best at night after 
7 o'clock, and the ho;,. gentleman would 
have b<'{'n better had he agreed to evening 
siHings so as to appear at his best. This 
mornin~~t's attendance bears out what we said 
last night inferentially-that the sittings of 
t~e. House would not be well attended if day 
s1ttmgs were adopted. That is borne out 
to-day. Look at the attendance here this 
m<;rn!ng. The Premier, amongst other things, 
said m 1923 that the cost of the loan floated 
in New York was £5 12s. lOd. per cent. In 
the course of a epeech I made. in this House 
in 1923 and which is to be found in "Han­
snrd," page 623, for that y·ear, I quoted the 
following statement from the speech of the 
Prerrlie-r-

" The rate of interest on the not pro­
ceeds is £6 Os. ?d. per cent. but as the 
realisation has been £116 1s. 'sd. per cent. 
the eficctive cost (including redemption) 
works out at £5 12s. 10d. per cent." 

Those are the figure~ ·which the Premier 
told us could not be controverted. 1f hon. 
member· want to go into the technicnl 
cldails. thrv can look np that srwcch in 
"Hansard." I thoro proved~ and it has not 
boon contradicted, that the effective interest 
rate at that time was £6 Jls. 10d. per cent. 

even on the figures then submitted. I also 
showed that as time wonl on that rate would 
be incre:,sed. Even at ihe present time the 
pound r,terling is at a discount iYl Ne\v 
York, <1nd every half-year we have to send 
there a cc·rtain amount of interest and 
redemption on the whole of the money ''-e 
borrowed. \Ve lost on that money last year 
a bout £25,000, and that will be continued 
during the whole term of the loan. When 
the loan is finally repaid tho probability is 
that we shall find it works out at consider­
ably mm·e than 7 per cent. The Premier at 
that particular time was very cocksure about 
the fact that he had dished the London 
financiers. and thai he had made a snlendid 
arrangement with "'-'ew York, and that the 
rate of intc1·~,t would be down to 5 per 
cent. in the long rnn. \Yhon the hon. gentle­
man wec~Jt home this time he proceeded via 
New York. He admitted in his interview 
aL Fremantle that certain offers wer made 
to him, and he had not taken them up. He 
went over to London. If the negotiations 
had bc~en turned down in London, the l're­
rniei· kne,·-h" admitted it-~-the difficulty 
would be that if he wont over to Now York 
the New York financiers-the friends he 
hung to whcn ho was in trouble-would ha,·e 
squecr.ed him for what rate of intemst we 
do not know-probably anything up to 10 
per cont. We give the Premier every credit 
foe- having done what he did under difficult 
circumstances, but it is our duty at the same 
time to point out that, if th0 Govm·nment 
had run straight, he would have done far 
better than he did, an.l saved ~ per cent. 
int0rest on the loan that has been floatcd. 
\V c do not know what rate of interest will 
be put on next year for the wrong-doing 
of the GoYernrr"ent. 

Last year the Acting Premier was the 
strongest advocate for the encouragement of 
the cotton in<lustry. The Government, in 
spite of the strongest protest of the Opposi­
tion and the splendid fight put up by the 
members of the Country party, who gave 
chapter and verse for their conclusions, for 
fOD1e unknown reason persiste~ in banning 
ratoon cotton. The Secretary for Agricul­
ture told us that ratoon cotton was not 
legal tender. A suggc,tion w11s made to him 
fr0m this side of t~ho House that ratoon 
cotton should be allowed to be harvested for 
one year, and if during that time it was 
found that the pests whieh were supposed 
tu be floating about rnanifc>ted themselves, 
it would then be time to bring in legislation 
to protect thrl State of Que<msland from 
them. What do we llnd? We find, just as 
the hon. member' of the Opposition fore­
told, that ratoon cotton is legal tender, and 
that the farmer by gTowing ratoon cotton 
can makP moro than ho can with hi, plant 
cotton, that th" crop is more certain, that 
there is more likelihood of having a succrss­
ful crop with ratoon cotton, and that the 
difficulties of drv seasons to a certain extent 
wilf be minim{;wd, because if the plants 
have bcPn in for thrc" year,, he has had 
two years' ratoon. All those things that 
were prophesied from this side of the House 
have come to paH. \Vr, find now that law­
abiding citizens under the penalty of the l::tw 
prtc,ed last year, dug up their raioon plants 
in obedience to the law. \Ve find that 
another section who did not do so will now 
harvest their cotton, and the men whose 
ratoon cotton had to be dug up will have to 
bo compensated. \Vhat the cost will be to 
those law-abiding citizens is not known yet, 
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but it is estimated at about £150,000. If tho 
Government are going to allow ratooning 
for one year, the question is-are they going 
to compensate those most unfortunate 
irH~ividua.ls? 

'Ve do not know. There is no Minister 
with pluck enough to say whether these men 
are to be compensated for obeying the law. 
My friend, the hon. member for Mirani, 
reminds me that the Minister stated that 
no compensation would be given. If that is 
eo, it is disgraceful. Those men obeyed the 
law and dug out their ratoon plants; they 
are now under a heavy penalty for doing 
so while those who failed to obev the law 
arc the gainers. • 

What is the effect of such action on the 
cotton indnstry? "\V e hear remarks all over 
the plaee that men who conscientiously went 
on to the land will not plant any more 
cotton. They have no faith in the Govern­
ment in the face of their previous treat­
ment. That is only a sample of many other 
actions on the part of this Government. 
Reference has been made in past years, and 
will be made again this year in detail, to 
the calamitous undert-akings known as State 
enterprises. Up till last year the strong 
point the Government had was the State 
butcher shops. and I remember, when dis· 
cussing the Estimates last year, that the 
Secretarv for Public "\Vorks tried his best 
to keep back the report of the Commissioner 
of State Enterprises. At last, when it was 
presented, we saw that the State butcher 
shops, instead of being the prim profit-maker 
of th0 St:'.t~ ~!:t'::rpl~b~::;, hud i:.·ufft:a'ed. it 

tremendous loss. A most extraordinary 
statement was made then that the reasoi1 
why they made a loss that year was that the 
private butchers had undersold them. I 
dare say the Go,-ernment would like to have 
the opportunity of fixing the price and hav­
ing sole control, but oven a GovPrnment such 
as the one we have must pause some time 
when they see the colossal losses they have 
made in their State enterprises. 

Again, in the matter of our railways, last 
year the Secretary for Railways told us in 
effect that it was not rPally necessary for the 
railways to pay. Ho said they were a great 
national asset which developed the country, 
and, if they did not pay, the advantage to 
the country more than compensated for any 
loss. Last ye>ar c find that the railways had 
more than '· vane a miliion "-they lost 
£1,300.000. Evidently the loss was so great 
that th~ Government put on their thinking 
caps to see what could be done, and we now 
find that they have incr0ased freights and 
fares by 7 ~ per cent. One year the Govern­
ment, which has such business capacity, tell 
us it is not necessary for the railways to pay; 
next year they come along and tell us that 
there must be an incre~so of 7~ per cent. in 
the freights and fares. 

Perhaps good will come out of evil, because 
at last a ceriain section of the people who 
were always prepared to vote for the present 
Government will find that the increase in 
fares hits them in the pocket, and they will 
begin to study these gods they have supported 
for such a long time, and ask themselves 
whether they are worthy of their support. 

·when the Premier started his election tour 
he was quite prepared apparently to carry out 
the Emu Park Couvontion policy. And that 
policy was a pretty stiff one. "\Ve find now 
that on the Government side of the House 
there are two seetions. One is what is 
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called a " Moderate " section, and the left 
wing is one which may be variously termed 
"Red " or "Advanced,'' or any other name 
that will convey the idea that they are pre­
pared to go the whole hog. (Government 
laughter.) 

We saw l.ast vear, and have noticed during 
the last couple of months, that there is a 
great difference of opinion between these 
two sections. I say that it is the duty of the 
pre~ent Government to carry out the pro­
gramme on which they were elect~d. T~e 
Premier and his partv have been domg their 
level best to water down the policy they said 
they would carry out. I give the. Premier 
credit for watering down that policy, even 
during his election campaign, and by so 
dcing he tried to persuade electors of the 
metropolitan areu that he was a good demo­
crat. 

The Emu Park Convention carried certain 
resolutions, and certain hon. member~ on the 
othi'r side of the House are pushmg the 
Government along, and ·saying that they 
were elected on certain pledges, and that, if 
thev are hone,t, they should carry out those 
pl.cdg<'S. The Government at the present 
time a re between the devil and the deep 
blue sea. and .do not know what to do. 
'Vhethcr the~· are going to carry out their 
policy or net this •session will shO\~. At >;ny 
rate. this is the Government which claims 
to have such ability to carry on the opera­
tions of the Srate. 

Ri!!ht through the last few years_ we have 
fnu1Hi rhat 1eg-i:-lation goes year attcr :vear 
in a certain' direction. The Governn1ent 
were warned that lef!·islation in that direc­
tion would be inimic.:tl to the Stato. A year 
or two aftenvards we find a whole sheaf of 
Bill., romi1w up. showing that the Govern­
rLeni; eithe; bv hastv le>gislation or through 
inro;,petence ,;r somcthi;lg of t.he kind, have 
f<•1md that the measures wh1ch th0v put 
bdorP the HonsP were incomplete an-d undi­
gf'stecl. and experience shows that the>y were 
ab,olut0ly unworkable. 

If the JWnplc of the State aro .""tisfied 
,. ith that cor! of thing. they are oasily sabs­
fiNl. a matter of fact-and various hon. 
members tonrhod c;pon this-wo find that 
ihrcno:hout tlw rountrv a mild n'volt is 
p;oi~1g· on. \Ye' ~ee> cvl~l0n~PS of it in tho 
paprn rverv <lay. even m the B1hk of hon. 
mr•mhe1 oj)posite, the "Dail:v Standard "­
n hoilincr OYf'r h0r0 and a bo1hng nv0r there. 
Democr:~cv has 1Jcen bdog!!ed. The people 
have b0ci1 tol.d certain things, ond those 
thiu!!' have not materialised. The whole 
pnbl ic ~l'rYiC'P i~ in rt stntP of ~00thing ~is­
f'Ollh1nt, :111r1 v~·0 actnally find thn pohce 
iakirw thin<"S into their own hands and 
[1 "~0rnng th~i"l_~ ri~.rhts. This RC's~ion we are 
to have an -amendment of the Police Act. 
,\hnn't at the noint: of the bayonet theee 
rr.en <HC> enforci1~g their rights, and thP G?­
VPrnn10nt nr0 slovdy giving 1\'n:v. Then~ 
r+:lrk('ns are con1ing- bomP to rooct. and the 
Cn bin et ha ye to do these thing·s whether they 
like it m· not. 

A' a matt<'I' of fact, thcv broug·ht all this 
trouble on their own heads because at a 
cerhin period they forced cYN.Y, man in the 
public service to be00~e a umo:nst. Now 
thes<e men are demandmg their nghts. The 
!Yl<'mbcrs of the Cabinet are tal~ing- up the 
attitude that ihe public servants should not 
TJress tho GoYernnwnt too hard, but t~esc 
men are saying, "\Ve have been forf'cd Into 
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unionism; 'Ye have our representation, and 
our r~present~tivcs arc going to insist upon 
our nghts bemg observed." That is quite 
right. I think unionism is a good thing-not 
the brand that hon. members opposite stand 
for---

Hen. M. J. KIRWAN: vVe know the brand 
~' ou stand for. 

Mr. KELSO: Where a few leaders bull· 
doze the rest-but I consider that a man is 
<>ntitlcd to express his Yiews and do the best 
he can for himself. The public arc begin­
ning to realise that thev have been led by 
th0 nose for a number of years, and they are 
now taking charge. Why, even in the caucus 
the rank and file are taking charge. (Go­
vernment laughter.) I am sorry that the 
hon. member for Bowen is not present, so 
tbot I could congratulate him. For a few 
hours he has been the leader of the Labour 
partv. 

Mr. GLED~O!\": They put that into you, too. 

'.\lr. KELSO: However, caucus members 
could not make up their minds: thcv had 
another vote, and thing·s turned back· again 
to the old order. 

"Mr. GLEDSON: By Jovc, yonr l.eg is easily 
pulled. 

Hon. M. J. KmwAN : There was not much 
Enity on your side last night. 

J\Ie. KELSO: 'l'he hon. gentleman kno\YS 
perfectly well that we on this sidt> of the 
House \VPro frco to vote aR \V(' desired-­

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: I am not talking 
about that. 

Mr. KELSO: And hon. members on the 
<Jther side of the House were tied up. In 
spite of that to his credit be it said one 
Minister got up and expressed his' own 
views. Ho knows perfectly well what 
happened. 

Mr. KERR: Jelly fish. 

Mr. KELSO: They were not jolly fish: 
tlwy were heel un so that thev could not do 
anything. < ., 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: That is a new simile­
a ti·cd up jelly fish. I would like to see one. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. member 
for Nundah has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): Of all the 
huge bungles that the Government have 
been guilty of I suppose there is no greater 
bungle than the Beerburrum Soldier Settle­
ment. It has been said that we as a party 
are scared to touch this proposition, but such 
1s not the case. Unfortunately, in tho first 
place the Government were misled. I quite 
agree that the Government were misled as 
much as they were misled in connection with 
the cotton bungle; but at the present time 
the mistake is so apparent and the loss is 
so great that it is time the Government 
granted a Royal Commission of inquiry finally 
to settle the Boerburrum problem. Some 
statements are in circulation at the present 
time that are misleading. One statement that 
is misleading is that what is known as Beer­
burrum Settlement is a total failure. On 
some portions of the Beerburrum land the 
settl-ement has not been a failure, and it is 
wrong and stupid of certain people to say 
that Beerburrum Settlement is a complete 
failure. What I wish the Government to do, 
and what momb-:rs on this side of the House 
and particularly soldiers' associations hav~ 

been trying to bring about is for the Go­
vernment to take stock-have a proper 
inquiry, and have the land that is unfit for 
use cut out completely and those settlers who 
have made an honest attempt at farming 
given the right to take up fresh land. There 
is any amount of land held by the Crown at 
the pr<>sent time that is suitable for agricul­
ture, and on which it would be wise to put 
these men. At the present time the men on 
blocks that will not produce are having their 
hearts broken, and they are becoming unfit 
to be farmers. We must admit that at the start 
many of these men were unfit to be farmers 
because they were mechanics and had never 
attempted to do anything of the sort, and had 
had no initial training in the work, and they 
were recognised to be failures from the start. 
But many men \vho were farmers were put on 
this poor soil. I say " poor," because an 
analysis of the soil proved that it is the second 
poorest soil in Queensland. 

Mr. ::\lOORE: In the world. 

Mr. \YA R REN : I will not say that, be­
eau"' I mppose some of the unoccupied 
countr;v nlong the coast is as poor as any 
class oi ~ountry anywhere. That country 
rannot and will not bo used for farming or 
for grazing purposes. I must say that in the 
fh·st place the Government acted in good 
faith. but, although the Secretary for Public 
Lands i~ a goocl businc;:.;s man, he has not 
sufiicif!nt stl"cngt h to go into this matter and 
cut ant the ,,·hole trouble. The loss has 
bPcll too great. If you read the papers you 
,,-ill find "'"''ry now and ag&in that on Beer­
Lurrum thcrr• i.; a sale of the horses and 
n'hic1Ps of departing soldiers-of those men 
who have h<·•"n durwrl into taking up blocks 
wlwre tho soil is of no value whatever. The 
littl<' bit of humus in it is not sufficient to 
produce a first ceop. Never previously in 
any part of tlw world has settlement taken 
place on land of that description. We always 
reckon that land must be capable of pro· 
ducing tho first few crops without fcrtilisa 
tion bcfon' it can be classed as agricultural 
land. But in this case the settlers had to 
f-'rtilise to produee the first crop of pines. 
'l'lHtt i · absurJ. It is an absolutely stupid 
proposition, and the reason I am bringing 
it up to-day is because the settlers are still 
}wiug· kept 'therr"~. Son1e of thcm1 are living 
on and \Yorking· their farms in the hope of 
being· grunted nn exchange; that is, that 
the, CoYu-nme!lt will sec flt to act in a 
kincllv \Ya\ towards those men who went on 
this land "bliwlfold. First of all I want to 
contradict the statement that the Minister 
has f(_'fusPd io receive a deputation. That is 
not so. Th0 Minister has merely put off the 
date for roceiying that deputation. In fact, 
I undNstand the hou. gentleman is trying 
to work out a scheme to settle the Bcer­
bnrrum question fina.lly. I hope that is the 
ra::'0. There are rnany '\ays in 1vhich the 
failure of this scttlmnont is hurting the dis­
trict. Not onlv does it hurt the district 
because the settlers arc not making a profit, 
but only 55 per cent. of those settlers are 
paying their rates to the shire council, and 
the Shire of Landsborough, in which Beer­
burrunl is situated, has no money to 1na.ke 
roads. In fact, the subdivision that Beer­
burrum is in is indebted to the shire council 
to the extent of about £200. That is to say 
the ratepayers in other districts have had to 
put that much capital into the Beerburrum 
settlement. That is not fair neither to the 
shire nor to the settlers who were settled in 
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this foolish manner; and it is the duty of 
the Gov"rnmcmt, when the thing is practi­
cally obvious, to meet the settlers and clear 
up the whole thing in a proper way. Several 
deputations have asked the Minister to 
receive them on this Dcerburrum question so 
that they can cl0ar up the whole thing .. I 
do not condemn the Goyernmcnt for puttmg 
tho sottiers there in the first place, but I do 
condemn tbcm for continuing the error that 

was made in the first place. Not 
[2 p.m.] only has this Decrburrum question 

boon raised in the House on 
repeated occasions, and not from a political 
point of vic•w at <:!ll, but different bodies and 
people in the country have taken it up, and, 
guncrally speaking, have given a ver .. fmr 
idea of I he condition of the soldier settle­
ments. I have hero a cony of a letter, 
dated 14th J uiy, 1924, which has boon sent 
to the Secretary for Public Lands by the 
SailDrs and Suldiets Fath.:l's' Association of 
Toov.oomi.Ju, which I wish to place on 
record---

"SAILORS AND SOLDIERS FATHERS' AssociA­
TION, Toowoo~!BA BnANCH. 

" 14th July, 1924. 
" The Hon. tho Minister for Lande, Brisbane. 

"DEAH Sm.-By invitation of the 
digger settlers, we decided to pay a visit 
to the Beerburrum Soldiers Settlement. 
Pl"(wiously we had visited Cecil Plains 
and are pleased to know that on our 
representation your Government v~ as 
plea.scd to relieve the settlers there over 
a critical period. 

" \Ve do so ·appreciate anything done 
for ex-soldiers. In sending you a oopy 
of the report (read at our last meeting) 
we urge that you will see the wisdom of 
transferring those settlers who desire to 
go to other centres. \Ve believe you will 
easily frame up regulations consistent 
with the Government's soldier settlement 
policy so that relief may be afforded 
these good fellows towards whom you 
have already shown goodwill. Ono need 
not be an agriculturist to recognise 
Beerburrum is not worth all that has 
been sunk in it. The grass trees are an 
index to the spewy nature of the soil­
everybody knows that it is no use culti­
vating whore grass trees grow. \Ve would 
suggest that you examine our report in 
connection with official figures you may 
have, and we believe, as we hope, that 
you will find a way out so that those men 
on Becrburrum who have put their hands 
to tlw plough hoping to make good, 
should now be traneforred to some other 
area in the Southern division or to the 
Tnlly River lands to be opened up on 
24th July, to landless and approved 
ox-service men. If you are satisfied. as 
we believe you are, that these men have 
given Beerburrum a good spin, WR trust 
you will agree they are doubly entitled 
to :_vo1..n: consideration, first, because of 
their war service, second, because of their 
clo<ygod determination to prolitably pro­
duce fruit on Boerburrum when the ele­
ments were so mixed as to doom them to 
failure. 

" We are sure a personal visit by 
yourself would load to something being 
done that would give these men a fair 
chance and be a further indication of 
your goodwill. 

[Mr. Warren. 

" Thanks in anticipation of what you 
will do for them, 

" Yours truly, 
'· (Sgd.) Enwm PRICE, 

"Hon. Secretary." 
I do not knuw whether Dr. Price and the 
gentlemen who went to inspect Beerburrum 
ar0 experts, but I ~tm game t<l say that even 
the Secretm·v for Public Lands will not 
dcnv anvthi11g that is contained in that 
lc'tter. f do not plead here for the soldwrf 
-boca use no soldier could stand up and 
plead for another soldier; we do not come 
begging as soldiers-we think that we can 
come and demand fair treatment. vV e hear 
a lot about lovalty, and all that sort of thing, 
but I am c~nvinccd that no Government 
in the world have ever given the ex-soldier 
a fair " spin." I say that the Government 
"ho place men on the poorest soil in Queens­
land, and ask them to scratch for a living--

Mr. HARTLEY: You said it was fine soil 
for citrus and pineapple growing. 

Mr. WARREN: That is not true. 
Mr. HAHTLEY: I heard you say it, and 

others heard you. 

Mr. \VARREN: The hon. member cannot 
say that with any truth. 

i\1r. HARTLEY: I can show it in the Press 
report of the opening of the Beerburrum 
Settlement. 

Mr. WARREN: My statement was that 
i" was poor soil. My first statement was 
made in a naner called "The Loader," 
published bv the soldiers of Queen"land. 

11r. HARTLEY: No. It was made at Beer­
burrum at the opening of the settlement. 

Mr. WARREN: I wrote down the facts 
for and against the settlement, and I pointed 
out that the soil was easilv worked. and 1f 
the analyses had been sati'sfactory. it could 
have been worked profitably. The hon. 
mc.mber knows n:Jthing about soils. 

Mr. HARTLEY: " Second to none in Queens­
land for citms and pineapple growing"­
those were your \vords. 

Mr. W ARRE;\1": Nobody in his senses 
would describe that soil or any soil of that 
description as good soil. \Ve know that 
pineapples can be produced on what are 
com1nonlv called \veak soils, and I am con­
vinced that at Beerburrum there is land 
which can produce; but there is no com­
parism1 between Dccrburrum. and the hold~ 
ing of 'clw Secretary for Agnoulture. and 1! 
YOll take the farm of the hon. m"mber who 
has been int"rjecting, you will wonder that 
he ever went on to a farm, though you 
would understand him making interjections. 
It i., ab-olutol·· inferior stuff t.hat wallabies 
would not go on to. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You cannot buy it, anyhow. 

Mr. WARREN: I can understand an hon. 
member who has taken up a block of that 
dbcription setting up as an authority and 
irtorjecting to a farmer. 

Mr. HARTLEY: A farmer Yvho has sold all 
his land. 

Mr. WARREN: Anybody who has an 
itJterest in Queensland e.nd m settlers 
gcneral!y-I am not going to say soldiers 
only-desires to sec them prosper, because, 
after all your business capacity will tell 
you, M1:. Speaker, th~t t~Pir prosperity 
moans that Queensland 1s gomg to prosper. 
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It is the greatest mistake for the Lands 
Department to put men, whether soldiers or 
anybody ehe, on land whom it is impossible 
for them to make a living, When there 
are thousands of acres of good land right 
along this coast, to let men occupy inferior, 
rotten stuff, is a waste of energy of the 
very worst description, ,a disgrace to the 
organisation of the Go;-ernment, and cnlls 
for the greatest censure. I do not say that 
other places have not done the same thing, 
but I say ihnt we have got so much good 
lnnd that it is absolutely stupid :md wrong 
to put men on land such as they are being 
placed upon at present. I'Ve ha;-o unoccu­
pied houses on this land which arc going to 
rack and ruin-I understand some of them 
are being shifted--and it is an eyesore for 
them to be left there. Where the analysis 
of the soil shows that the land is absolutely 
inferior, it would be far better to cut the 
loss and get rid of them. 

After all, it is not a matter of my opinion 
or the opinion of hon. members opposite as 
to whether land is good or noL \Ye hnvo 
our Department of Agriculture and our 
agrif'ult.ural ch0n1ists. In connection with 
the smaller soldier settlements the Govorn­
mc.nt hr vc cut the lo,,, VVhy, at Coominya, 
thP soil was 'o poor that a worm would not 
crawl thrDugh it. rrbe GoYernment recognise 
that a largP portion of BePrburrum soil is of 
no us0. and it is " crying shame that theY 
do not rcm[\nisc that a proportion of thosc 
settlers are merely ploddin!.\ along and just 
eking out an existence. The settlers have 
invest0d the proceeds of their war gratuity 
bonds in tlw scttlemcmt, and ha vo given a 
good many years of hard work, together 
with every mortal thing they own, towards 
making; it a BllCCe'''\ and som8 of thmn have 
walked off the settlement without anything, 
Just. the other dav horses which a short time 
ago had bl'Cn 'PUrchased for npproximate]y 
£18 pci' head were sold for from 16s. up­
ward'. and one of the settlers "tnted thnt 
he doubted if thcv were worth 16s. I do not 
want to do an injury to some of the settlers 
there who are able to carry on, but I want 
to emphasise thnt the poor sections of t.he 
area arp death to m-erything that touches 
them. They arc death to the Go;-ernment, 
and ~oath to the Lands Departml'nt, Why 
is it thnt the ·Secretary for Public Lnnds 
do~s not desir0 to rec0in' a ·deputation from 
these men? It is not because he docn, not 
know th0 fach, but he is ]jko Mica>Ybor of 
old-waiting fm· something to turn up, I 
consider that he >vants to sec these ex­
soldier settlers starvPd off their holdings, 
The soldi0r wac all right when he went away 
and risked his life; hut when he came back 
he i::: rrg-arde-d .as a confounded nui',anc0, 
and the ~Government descrn· censure for 
their artions in connection 1vith soldier 
sPHlors, particularly during the pa~t year. 
Matters haye br-en getting ·worse and worse, 
and if th<c Minister do0s not make a move 
these- men who arc ha.-ing their very life 
blood sapped out of them will become worse 
and worse cit.i7,ens. Thcv will probably have 
to start afresh as orclinarv labourers, but 
what energy will the7 ha\·e after having 
been stf!rvcd ont o£ this miserable scheme? 
Then what is the financial aspect going to 
be? I recoll<'d an ex-Labour Treasurer, 
when opening the Beerburrum Hospital-one 
hon. gentlc1nan opposite can bea1~ mC' out in 
this~f'aying: " The Government lost 
£500,000, but what is that? " He said it in 
just the same way as he would say " Come 

and have a whisky!' What is £500,000 to a 
Govornn1ent that arc '' gone a million " ? 
The Government consider that that i.s noth­
ing to then1, as they are working on bor­
rowed rnon<•Y· That is the opinion of a 
Government whose party policy used to be 
not to borrow. They are going to lose not 
only £500,000 but £1,000,000 on Becrburrum, 
and tho sooner they cut the loss the better. 
I would give the GovernmPnt credit if they 
.,·oul.d say: "\Ve hnve lost £1,000,000, hut 
we are going to make the very host of a 
bad job!' The Government have deemed it 
ach-isablc to write ·down the cost of the 
Inkerm an irrigation wotks by thousands of 
pounds, and I do not condemn them for 
dcing that. 

The decision of the Government in that 
matter was correct. But why treat the settlers 
up there different to the settlers on Beer­
hurrum? We talk about the scheme of organ­
isation or classification of land that was 
entered into at Boerburrum about a year ago, 
but the whole thing is absurd, The land is 
not worth anything. What business man 
would buy any portion of Beerburrum? It 
is a well-known fact that before this land 
was reser;-cd for a soldier settlement it had 
been lying idle for years. Some of the f_or.­
feited selections are now being let to outside 
settlers, not for farming purposes, but for 
residential purposes, and a few areas are 
being taken up in that manner. The settlers 
are being charged quarterly rents, and it 
looks as if the Government are going to get 
the full year's rent out of them. Everything 
that can be done is being done in order to 
bleed the poor unfortunate men on Beer­
burrum. It seems to me it is death to attempt 
to grow anything on that poor soiL Anyone 
who has ever farmed land knows that a 
I iving cannot be made out of inferior land, 
I want to emphasise this point, that whatever 
the Government intend to do, the need of 
going into this question of Beerb_urrum is 
obvious to anyone who knows anythmg about 
the settlement. The very uncertainty of it is 
wrong. I ask the Government to take immedi­
ate steps to rectify the whole scheme of 
Beerburrum not only in connection with the 
affnirs of the shir·e council, hut in connection 
with the unfortunate men who were placed 
on that mis'·rable soiL So far as the various 
failures of tho Government are concerned, 
rho Government have practically admitted 
that they made a failure in the case of cotton 
-a question which I am not going to labour­
but the very first principle of decent and sane 
government is to face failure and get over 
the difficulty as quickly and easily as possible. 

A lot has been said about tho wonderful 
structures that have been going up in the 
various cities in Queensland. I am surprised 
absolutely at the Assistant Minister making 
the statement he did, We ar·e not a manu­
facturing people. The statement that the 
buildings in Brisbane indicate the wealth of 
the State is very peculiar to me. It does 
nothing of the kind. It only indicates how 
much money the money lenders aro prepared 
to lend those who are willing to put up these 
great business places. I came to the con­
clusion when I heard that the Federal 
Troasu}er, Dr. Em·le Pag·e, made the state­
ment that the grPat cities indicated the 
wealth of the country-he used this argument 
as " reason why we should hav·e new States 
and further great cities-that he was taking 
up a wrong stand. I would rather see that 
money being used for the development of the 
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State and the establishment of secondary in­
dustries. That wouJ.d show signs of solid 
progress. Why are we making the country 
so unattractiv<J as we are doing? The country 
is less attractive to-day than it has ever 
been. There are a good many r·easons contri­
buting to this end, but one of the greatest 
reasons is the lack of interest the Govern­
ment take in the country. What is the recent 
decision to increase fares and freights going 
to ·do? Will it make life in the country 
more attractive. 

Mr. CosTELLO: No. 

Mr. W ARRE:N: The fares and freights 
already are altogether too high. I find that 
men are considering whether they will pur­
chase motor vehicles in preference to using 
the railways. At the present time motors 
can compete fro·m Redcliffe to Brisbane 
against the railway to North Pine. If this 
sort of thing is to go on, what is going to 
happen to the enormous debt on our rail­
ways, which is now in the vicinity of 
£60,000,000? We must have railways and 
trunk lines, but to a great extent we are 
ove!'doing our railway construction policy 
in so far as the development of the country 
is concerned. vVe should develop the land 
that we are already occupying. I will givP 
an example. At Glass House Mountains 
thPrc· is an area of about 7,000 acres which 
i~ termed a swamp. The water overflows 
this area, and it is absolutely the richest 
land in Queensland. The land that was 
rec·ently reclaimed 11t Coolum, and which is 
growing such beautiful cane, is not half so 
good as this land. For the slight expendi­
ture of £600 the whole of this 7,000 acres 
of lan<l could be l'r-claimed. and we could 
put into that little coentre hundreds of people. 
This would not entail one single sixpence of 
expenditure so far a~ the raihvays are con­
cpnwcL I contend that it is a bad business 
tha i the Government are not developing the 
laud along the railway lines. 

Mr. DEACO~ (Cunningham): The pro­
sent Government do not show signs of 
improvement. Throughout my expenence 
in Parliament I haw, encloavourccl to keep 
an open mind in regard to anything the 
Governnwnt. have attempted to clo. I am 
Borry that this se,,sion tho:v appear to be 
submitting a policy which endeavours only 
slightly to aroontl old errors, >•nd which 
proposes to commit many rnore fresh errors. 
Their fresh errors outn'umber proposals to 
a1nend o}d errors. 

As we have seen from the daily P re", 
the Government of late-or the Miuistcrs. 
at any rate-have shtTWn so1ne evidcncP of a 
dcsin' for reform. We have also seen from 
tlw sam0 authorities that hon. members 
supporting the Ca,binet are still believers in 
the old syst.em. They think they can have 
everything they want by simply grabbing it. 
or by passing a Bill to carrv out their 
desire. Hon. members of t>hp Cabinet havP 
shown that they appreciate the possibilities 
of doing no good and a great deal of ha,rm 
by their legislation, and it is a pity that 
thev are not more successful in their endea­
vmirs to take their followers along. with 
them. I wish th<~m luck in their endeavoun. 
and I hope that as time goes on thov will 
be able to c01wince their followers that there 
is a neceBsity for caution and a more useful 
expenditme of money. It is not very likely 
that will happen, as I am afraid hon. mem­
bers behind tho Government are determined 
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to go tlw whole "hog," and do not care 
what the consequences are. 

I shall take the errors of the Governn1ent 
in the past, and which they have shown 
some slight desire to amend. They found 
out that they made a tremendous error in 
connection with ratoon cotton. '£hey were 
warned about this, and should have pro­
ceeded cautiously, but they were so 
obstinate in their desire to commit an error 
and so absolutely certain that they werP in 
the right, that they would. not. listen to 
anvboc:iv nor would they mqmre. They 
,irr,pl~' "had their own way, and the •·csu;t 
is they had to crawl down. It must have 
been very humiliating to th_e Secret>1ry for 
Agriculture. One day he said he was gomg 
to enforce the law, and the next day he said 
he was going to alter it. 'l'heh, later on, 
he said it was fully considered, and the Go­
vernment were going to insist upon the law 
boirw enfol'Ced, and then a few days after­
wards we learned that the law is not to be 
enforced, and that the growers arc to have 
their own way. I hope the Government 
will remember that they put some cotton­
growers to considerable ,loss, and that they 
will pay full compensatiOn to those people 
who carried ant the law, and thereby made 
a loss. 

I notice from the Govern01·'s Speech that 
it is propos,,d to bring in a Bill to deal 
,,ith the aporenticeship question. I hope the 
Government will not make a bigger bungle 
0f this matter than they did in the past, 
when their aetion absolutely stopped any 
apprenticee being taken on at all. The 
trouble with all apprentices is that it does 
not pay a man to tt·ain a lad. He qoos ;:tot 
ITet amthino· out of it, and no man IS gomg 
to tak~ the trouble and go to the expense of 
traininv, an apprentice unless he is likely 
to receive wme benefit. I hope that, when 
we do come to deal with the Apprenticeship 
Bill. the Governm<'Ut will show some evi­
dcnc<' that thev do grasp tho situation, and 
that thcv do krww what are the reasons why 
lads ar<: not being trained, and that they 
will seriomh- ondoavom' to make it possible 
for youths 'to be trained in the differ~mt 
tncles. \Ye have a number of boys growmg 
ttp in the country \vho, under the pres!"nt 
conditions. have 110 possible hope of learnmg 
a trade. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: Whom 
are you talking to? 

J\Ir. DE"\ CON: I was talking to the 
1\linister who has only just wakened up. I 
realise the Minister is a very hard worked 
man-one of the hardeet worked in the 
1Tinistry-and I can quite understand his 
relaxation for the moment. 

\Ve haw not heard anything from the 
Government in regard to an amendment of 
the Land Act Amendment Act or the 
"Repudiation" Act. 'vVe know that the 
Premier made certain promises to the finan­
ciers in England. and we have been told 
that it will not be necessary to make any 
amendment in the Act in order to give effect 
to the promise made. We do not know 
exactly what promise he did make. Pro­
bablv his followers know, and no doubt the 
men" with whom he made the bargain know. 
I am quite certain that the British financiers 
know exactly what they are to expect, but 
it would have been better for the sake of 
the country if t.hat agree~ent were placed 
before the House in a Bill. We ought to 
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know just exactly what has been promised, 
and what effect it will have on the future 
revenue of the country. If the Premier has 
made a promise, it is best to let the people 
know what it is. It must be remembered 
that the present Premier may not always be 
there and the present Ministry may not 
always be there, and. if that promise was 
made with the intention of its being kept, 
then we Ol!ght to know what the promise 
was. If only for the sake of the finances 
from the revenue point of view, any future 
Treasnrer should have it put beyond his 
power to make any infringement of the 
promise made by the present Treasurer, 
which it is intended should have full effect 
for a long term. The Premier says that the 
promise can be given effect to by adminis­
trative act, but nobody knows what has 
been promised, and it w'ould be much better 
if the terms were 1Jiaced before the House 
in a Bill. 

I notice that His Excellency in his Speech 
congratulates the Government on the success 
of the main roads policy, but perhaps he 
does not know-perhaps Ministers do not 
know-just how much of a success the mainJ 

roads policy has been. You can 
[2.30 p.m.] see all over the country little bits 

of good roads here and there. 
There is a large sum collected by way of taxes 
from motorists to keep up those little bits of 
roads, but I do not know whether anybody is 
getting any particular benefit from them. 
If one. mile of really good road is made at a 
high cost while another 39 miles are not 
improved, and are not likely to be in the 
present generation, it is not much benefit to 
anybody. If a man cannot go in bad weather 
over the 39 miles of road, what is the good of 
having just one mile built well? I think the 
l\'Iain Roads Board could do much better work 
for the country if they would adopt a cheaper 
style of road and build longer lengtbs. 'rhey 
have excellent examples in the roads built 
by the shire councils at a cheap rate over 
long dishncos, which will carry all the 
traffic which comes along without any restric­
tion. Those roads have stood the wear and 
tear of twenty years' hard work. Of course. 
I know that the Main Roads Board will show 
us some photographs which they hawe had 
taken of little pieces of roar! here and there, 
and say that these are typical of the roads 
built by tho shire councils. They pick out a 
bad part and put a photograph of it in their 
report. Then they take a new road built 
by the Board at a very high cost, and say, 
"These are the roads that we arc going to 
build." In the report last year· I saw a great 
d!'al of misrepresentation of the situation­
! do not say it is deliberately done, as I am 
quite sure that the members of the Board 
think that the illustrations giv·cn in their 
report arc correct-but it so happens that 
there is one illustration given in the last 
report which is absolutely incorrect, and it 
has been rep2ated in several other Govern­
ment publications, including the " Queens­
land Agricultural Journal." A little bit of 
road which I know quite well is shown. It 
is a very bad bit of road, and the Main Roads 
Board say, " This is an instance of a road 
built by a shire council at £25 a mile after 
wet weather." Then there is a photograph 
showing what they say is the same bit of 
road before wet weather; but it happens that 
they are not the same bit of road, but two 
entirely differ·cnt parts. The road shown as 
a good piece of road is there yet, and has 
never been in a bad state. The illustration 

which IS given is very misl<mding. It would 
be vcrv much better not to construct our 
main i·oads parallel with existing lines of 
railway, and rather than build the roads we 
are doing at such a high cost it would be 
much t·heaper and better for the district 
to build a light line of railway. I am quite 
sure that there is no comparison between the 
cost of building a light line of railway and 
building a road, and a light line of railway 
would afford cheaper carriage and better con­
nenience to the residents. 

I notice that we are to have an amendment 
of the Income Tax Act. I hope that considera­
tion will be given to equalising the taxation 
bctwecn income tax payers in the city and 
those in the country. The present system is 
altogether unfair to those who make their liv­
ing off the land. It 1s impossible for a farmer 
to say exactly what his expenses have been 
ovN' a certain period, but it is very easy for a 
man in a business to do so, as he has got his 
actual expenses clearly shown every week and 
knows where he is. It is altogether different 
when vou come to ·deal with a farm business. 
A man may work the whole year on a farm, 
and may incur all his expenses in that one 
year, while the receipts for that year may not 
cnm in till the next year, the receipts for the 
two years all being received in the second 
~·car. I hope that an endeavour will be made 
to <equalise matters in that dir.,ction. 

I do not see any indication of an amend­
ment of the land tax, which is a measure 
that oug·ht to be brought in. No Govern­
ment can be said to be justly considering all 
ela"<'s of the community when it imposes a 
Iand ta.x. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: I 
thought you approved of the land tax? 

:.\lr. DEACON: I do not approve of the land 
ta\:. 

Tlw S2cHETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: \Vhat 
te•cation do you approve of? 

::\I1·. DEACON: Income tax only. 
TlH' SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .WORKS: Would 

~·ou like that increased? 

Mr. DEACON: Yes, and the land tax taken 
off. 

The Sc.CRETARY FOR PcBLIC WORKS: What 
incr,•a ~c' '! 

:.\Ir. DEACON: I do not know-whatever 
is ncc"s'nv. If vou take off the land tax and 
put the arnount' received from it on to the 
income tax. it would be a much fairer way of 
raising rcYcnue. 

Tlw SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You must 
pay a hig·her income tax than land tax. 

:Jir. DEACON: I do not pay any land tax, 
Lnt holding the position as I do of a member 
of this Assf'mbly I have not to pay much 
iucon1c tax. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Don't you 
earn an incorne outside? 

:Ylr. DEACON: The hon. gentleman knows 
Hrv well that no man can earn an outside 
income and attend to his duties in the 
Assembl:-.·. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The busi­
n~SS members did not say that last night. 

::\1r. DEACON : Hon. members opposite 
forget \\hP!' they put a land tax on fr:eehold 
land that in the case of the producer rt can­
not be passed on The land tax paid by any 
lmsinc•,s man in the city is added to the 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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cxpons<··· of his business, and the buyer of 
the comrnodit,y ho sells pays it. It is put on 
to the rent if he is letting a house, or on to 
the cost of the article he solk But when 
you come to 1 he land tax on the man who is 
gcttin~· his Jiving out of the land, you find 
that it is not papcpd on. 

_1-Ir. CoLr.TxR: You admit that a land tax 
ca11not be p<u,scd on. 

J\h. DEACOX: It cannot l1e pas,rcl on by 
tho primal',\' producer. It can be, and ts, 
passod "" bv tho man in the citv. 

:Hr. HART~' v: You are wrDng: 

l\!1·. DK\CO:'-J: I am right: and. if the 
hon. m cm her had a house to let am! he had 
to pay land to x, the very (i r6t thing he 
·would do would be to add his land t tx to 
the rent. 

:Mr. \VD:STAxLEY: Ho cannot do that. 

lHr. DEACON: He cannot do anything 
else. I-Iow cou1tl h0 nay hi; land tax u.nl0-;s 
ho passed it on? For' the sake of getting 
at ono or two speculators, why put a land 
tax on to the man who is working the 
land? I do not hope to get any reform in 
this direction, because there is no hope c..f 
A'.ctting any n~forrn from hon. mrtnbr !'~' (,ppo­
ette. Pnt them in the minority, and tlwu >Ye 
1!1a." gf't. some rcfor1n. 

fhc bit;"f"'·t 01TOr the GoYernment P"OPO'"C' 

!o em~tmit during this se-:siDn is to try to bring 
m a 44-hour week. I do not think that hon. 
ne< lltbors who have forced this on the 1:1binct 
rca]i,o;e tlw full extent of the injnrv th<ev arc 
going to ·do to the country. \\~ p ·ha Y0 • onl v 
to quote the Premier and· the Sec·rctar·, for 
Pultlil' Works to show that it is o·oir;IT to 
jnjur(~ i:ndu~try, and to prOYC' thr,t l1on. 
rr,ornher~ sitting behind the GoYrrnJll(\nt do 
not tak.- any notice of what their l0adcn so.v. 
The~- have no respon$ibility. Th,•v ai·e 
determined to have a 44-hour week ,,,l;ate,- 'r 
the result, They tell ns sonwtimcs iklt tlw 
farme1· will not he affPdcd, but e knmv 
ver.> well that .he is going to be affec:Pd and 
Lrcng-ht unrlcr the operations of tl1e Indus­
trial Arbitration Court. V\'o lmo\v for a 
certainty-so far as it is pos,;iblP to sa,- that 
anythino; i" a ccrtaintv-that there ,;ill be 
an U\\'nrd for thf' farrlling; indu~trY. \Vhen 
we cnnsider that the board making 'the invc··­
tigation f'Onsi~t'l, of four D1f'n1b0r~-two frmn 
the Labour side and hro from the farmers, 
with a chairman appointed hv tlw GoYPru~ 
l11 "Ylt-i! i~ :1n n bsolutc cortailltv that their 
rl?rmnqwndntion will bo in farour of n1aking 
nn a~y~rd. .:'\nd when it com('R to a quf':-tion 
Df a 44-hour week for the farmer, it will be 
found that it will be .impossible for him to 
employ nwn on the farm. It wiU simply 
mNHl thnt ev0rv tnan emp1ovcc1 on a farn1 
will have ID flpd work and ·a living some­
where f'l~P. TbPro haf' been no quarr0l 
bot\VPPn th0 f1rmcr and the nutn workinO' 

-for him. Thcv have alwa:vs been able t~ 
scttl0 th0ir diff0rencc-; and agTCP on rPason­
abie \VFtg·p~ ~Jnd rcFt::;onablo ''yorkina hours. 
It will nwan that the man on the land \Yill. 
havP to go 0 1lt of farming .altDgf'thcr unless 
he hn, a snfficiont familv i·o pnablc him to 
rnrry on without cmplo~~ing- labour. If not. 
if ht' is a hie; man. ho will have to o;o in fOJ' 
~hef1P rn i~ini; if he is a smaller 1nar'i. he will 
go in fer OYJP-n1an farn1ing: and. aJi houg-h 
onP-man farming may be all right for thu 
farmc·r. it i.o no good for the countrv. And 
after all, if wo arc going to be in a ·position 
to pay interest on the loans and make up the 
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shortag('..: of reycnno in th0 nPar future, \Ve 
sh11l ha\ c to ·produce a gr<'at deal 1norc and 
"end a gTf'at dral more OVPI'Seas" and get a 
great deal rnore monc:v back than we have 
been doing. It would ha\'e lH'eJJ a great 
deal better fo1· thn Govcrntllcnt to leave the 
situation in the fanning iududr-v as it is, 
Dnd for ernplover and ctnp1oycc to agree 
upon their conditions ratht r than make them 
ouhjPct to conditions a1YardP<l by the Arbi­
tration Court. Ono hon. HlPrnber opposite 
,c::-tid tLat thP farmers ought to ywy the 
Pmplo.· eos higher \\·age'·. They do pay thrm1 
fair \Yages at prc :iOnt, anJ they pay also 
their full c!unc of the hig·bcr 1·. ages IYhich 
arc paid in c ·en· other iuclusiry. The men 
0ng-agccl in (~YPJ;y trade-< "ll'pPntcrs, brick­
lavcr\S, and o1hcr~~all get fair wages. and 
~nly man \\ ho i~ good enough to he -L 11lcd a 
farmf'l' h1.s to pa:v his share of tho~':iO men's 
hj<~·hcr \Vllf',"f'S and shortPr hours; .and a~ly­
tlnng th~d is n:oin~· to illf'all higher taxation 
of the man on the land and an increased 
cosi of thn article nro{]uced in the country 
n1nst. be bornt' bv fhc farn1er. The farmer 
"ill al wn ys pa v 'his full share of taxation 
"nd of th0 high,cr <'XjlC'nditmc which will he 
·!nvoh-ccl bv the institution of a 44-hour week. 

Tlwn I~ \Ynnt to have :-omething to say 
about the upper Burnett land settlement 
sr herne. So far as I can understand, only 
60Q selections have been taken up, or only 
about half of the total number thmwn open. 

The Sr.cnETARY FOR Pcnr.rc LANDS: More 
i ban that. 

Mr. DE~'I.CON: I am near enough with 
my figures. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : If the 
hon. gontl8man went to a bank manager 
for an Dvcrdraft, and said that a cDuple of 
hundrerl pounds extra made no difference, 
the manager would not agree with him. 

Mr. DEACON: Perhaps it would be as 
well then to give the exact figures. Fourteen 
hundred blocks were thrown open in the 
first section, and not more than half were 
selected. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC L.\NDS : More 
than half wert~ selected. 

Mr. DEACON: Just a little moro than 
half. \Ye should compare thu sele<:tion Df 
that land with applications for land In othm· 
parts of the State. Sometimes there are a 
tloousand applications for ono block, 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC l.\NDS · That 
is not a comparison-that is a "Golden 
Casket." 

i\11-. DEACON: In the Burnett district 
there was not tho full number of applicants 
fm· the firet section. and thoro are other 
sections io follow. Again, look at the advan­
tages that arc being offcr<'d in the way of 
the Government building railways and push­
ing· them on with all pDssible spee~. th~ 
building of butter factories, the makmg of 
roads, nnd the advancing of large surns of 
ruonoy in connection with tlll1 Rurnott area. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR Pt;BLIC LANDS : Does 
the hon. gentleman not think that 800 new 
settlers in a new district in six months Js 

good going? 
Mr. DEACON: It is not good gDing; it 

is poor going. 
The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLlC LAXDS: There 

is not that nunlb(:r of selectors in the (hon. 
gentlemn,n's district. 

Mr. DEACON: Yes, there is. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: No. 
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Mr. EDWARTlS: If they are to be settled 
in the way that they werP settled on the 
Coominya Soldier Settlement, it will not be 
much good. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS They 
were better settlers than the hon. member 
for N ana.ngo. 

Mr. EuwARUS: They "towelled" you up. 

Mr. DEACON: If the Government had 
resumed land for settlement in other parts 
of the State, they would have had more 
than one applicant for each block, and the 
land would not now be. lying idle. lf they 
had opened up land elsewhere. they could 
have built hundreds of mile·s of good road. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : We are 
transferring the roads now to other districts. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. DEACON: The hon. gentleman 
knows that things are not the same now as 
they were before t•he last caucus meeting. 
He cannot do as he likes now. At one time, 
if he proposed to do a thing, he did it, and 
his word \\as law; but it is not so now. 

The SJ:CRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS: Don't 
;vou give misleading facts on those grounds. 

Mr. DEACON: I had hoped that the 
Burnett scheme would have been a much 
greater success. I do not know anything 
about the land, but it must not be too good, 
or it would have been a greater succ~ss. 
Perhaps the Government are trying to block 
settlers tha i they do not a pprovo of. 

The SECRETARY I' OR P CBLIC L \NDS : That is 
true. There arc thousands of applicants. 

Mr. DEACOK: I cannot say whether it is 
true or not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : If the 
hon. gentleman would go to the Inquiry 
Br<tnch of the Lands Department he would 
got considerable information. 

Mr. DEACON: I have been there, and 
obtained full information on behalf of the 
settlers who went there. 

The SECREHRY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
were out in your first gu<css. 

Mr. DEACON: I know from people who 
have been 011 the area that many settlers 
with very little money have been given blocks 
of land. The Minister has stated that there 
are 800 scUiers therc-I take his word for 
that--but I can safely say that when the 
Agricultural Bank commences to handle 
these men 400 of them will not be there. 
Let the Minister do his best, let the oflicen 
·of the department to do their best, and choose 
the settlers as they may, still they will not 
all remain. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Does 
the hon. gentleman say that the present 
•ettlers there will not be there bter on? 

Mr. DEACON: The hon. gentleman can 
safely reckon on losing half of thorn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : How 
wili I lose them ? 

Mr. DEACON: There are some settlers 
to whom you cannot lend money at all, and 
the Agricultural Bank will find on investi­
gation that the settlers have not the assets 
that they said they had. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : They 
are putting their own money in. 

Mr. DEACON: I know that the Agricul· 
.tural Bank generally makes pretty careful 

inquiries concerning the men who go on the 
land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: We are 
doing that before they go on the land. 

Mr. DEACON: It is impossible to say 
whether a settler can use an axe until you 
actually see him using it, or whether he can 
plough until you have seen him on his block. 
All that has to be inquired into, and the 
Minister will find that the Bank will turn 
down a lot of those selectors, and they will 
not remain. 

Tbe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: What 
are you going to do about it? 

Mr. DEACON: I am explaining the 
situation to the Minister. When he likes to 
get out I shall tell him what I would do. 
He has got to deal with this scheme, and 
I think it is only right that I should tell 
him what I.think. He should have his eye~ 
opened, if they have not been opened already. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You 
have to have your eyes well skinned these 
days. 

Mr. KING : Jf they are not shut for you. 

Mr. DEACON: The Minister has probably 
had his eyes opened already. I suppose 
some settlers have come along to him and 
asked to be allowed to be freed of their 
responsibilities. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'uBLH' L\KDS: Tell us 
what vou would do-that is what I want 
to kHOw. 

Nir. DEACON: It is a pity, for the sake 
of the money invested, that there does not 
seem to be any possibility of the scheme 
being the huge success that everybody hoped 
it would be. 

The SgcRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : The hon 
gentleman has not told me what I should do. 
I will undertake to do what he suggests. 

Mr. DEACON: When the other blocks are 
opened up the Minister should act on the 
advice that is tendered to him. He should 
road what was said when the scheme was 
first diecussed in Parliament. Plenty of 
advice was tendered to him from this side on 
that occasion. 

The SRCRETARY FOR l'L'BLIC LAKDS : Ask the 
hon. member for Burnctt how the settle­
ment is getting on. 

Mr. DE.\CON: The hon. gentleman was 
told when the scheme was introduced that 
t!w areas wore too small and that it was not 
possible for men to make a living on such 
an•as. H c did not listen to that advice, 
and some failures will be caused through the 
small areas. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle­
man has exh,m<ted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. LLOYD (Ti~olt-in Grove); I rise to 
oppose the amcuJrncnt. It is unnoco aary, 
futile, and most improper for the gentle­
men-with their profes ·ions of loyalty­
on the other ~ide of the House to introduce 
it at this stage. The original motion is an 
assurance to His Excellency-

" of our continued loyalty and affection 
towards the Throne and Person of Our 
Most Gracious Sovereign." 

Hen' are these gentlemen, who are ready 
to fight on the matter of loyalty, and usually 
go loud in their profe,sions of it, ignoring 
the main issue altogether, and obtruding 

Mr. Lloyd.] 
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their own imaginary and concocted griev­
ances without giving a thought to the main 
issue before the House. It is hard to know 
where this kind of thing is going to stop. 

Will they want to amend the 
[3 p.m.] singing of "God Save the King," 

and introduce a verse invoking 
Divine aid to scatter thL officials of the 
Taxation Department in such a way that 
thcv will not be able to collect the land 
tax·? (OppDsition dissent.) I dD not know 
whether I have in the few minutes I have 
boon speaking wasted the time of the 
House, but I would point out to the hon. 
mcmbL•rs Dpposite that peDple who live so 
obvioudy in g!as, houses cannot ,afford to 
throw stone'•. Ra·;ing said what I have 
about the lovaltv of the members on the 
opposite side 'of the House, I wish to Tefcr 
11ow to general topic·, the discussion of 
,,-hich is generally admitted at this stage. 

I wish first to congratulate the hon. mem­
ber for ;\;orth Brisbane on his admission to 
the Cabinet. His presence there at this 
prd'ticular time \:ill be most valuable 
because ol his knowledge of the metropolis. 
There was a time ,vhen the metropolis got 
too much attention. vVhen this Government 
came into power they endeavoured to bal­
ance that state of affairs by giving more 
attention to the outside districts, no matter 
wlwther thoy gave us political support or 
not. If we go mu··h further in that direc­
tion, the balance will bo in the opposite 
direction. The advice of the hon. member 
for Nor1h Brisbane will be most useful at 
this stage, when a serious difficulty is like!;; 
to arise through the action of the Brisbane 
Tramway Trust. The Brisbane Tramway 
Trust has introduced the thin edge of the 
wedge in the matter of increasing the fares. 
\Ye have for years insisted that the maxi­
lDl1ll1 tra1nway faro for carrying a person 
from any part of the suburbs into and 
throug-h Queen str••et should be thre<>pence. 
That fact was clearly laid down by the 
Government to the late company. The 
Tramway Trust, after a few months of office, 
have come before us and practically admitted 
their inability to give the same service as 
the old Brisbane Tramway Company at the 
,ame rate. 

:\Ir. CosTELLO: Hear, ·hear ! 

:vir. LLOYD: Drastic action is necessary 
on the part of the Government to deal with 
that matter. The Government apparently 
must have in some way given their general 
sanction to an increase in fares; but that 
sanction must have been obtained by mis­
representation on the part of those '"ho got 
i i. It certainly has been abused, and I hope 
that the Government will lose neither days 
nor hours in withdrawing that sanction. 
Thoro is absolutely no justification for that 
increase. The Trust works under no dis­
adYantagos. In days gone by the control of 
a public utility by the public was faced with 
cm·tnin disadvantages. The Government 
paid better wages and granted better work­
ing conditions than the private companv did, 
but for the last eight ;vears, through the 
legislation of this Government, the company 
has been forced by the Arbitration Court, 
whet:hor it liked it or not, to conform to 
the same conditions as public departments. 
The proposal of the Trust is unbusinesslike. 
and will not secure more revenue. It will 
lead to less revenue being received than if 
the maximum fare of threepence was main­
tained, because the people will not settle in 
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those outside places. The man on the basic 
wage will be compelled to live in the outer 
suburbs and pay the fare demanded. The 
increased fare has only recently been intTo­
duced with respect to the Ashgrove exten­
sion, the greater part of which is in my 
doctorate. It is the thin edge of the wedge 
for a general increase in fares, as there 
is no rpason whatever wlty Ashgrove should 
he treated differently to any other suburb. 
The propo"al is unbusines,liko and opposed 
to the best interests of the community, and 
in particular to the class which this Govern­
ment haYe boon most concerned about. 
Last year we introduced legislation which 
fixl'd the mi11imum size of an allotment 
at 16 perches, and councils in their 
zeal for better housing conditions have gDne 
further and, in some cases, 1n.ade their mini­
lllllm 24 perches. That will make the cost 
of land for building purposes clearer than it 
otlwrwisc would be. The man on the basic 
wage who is lookinz for a piece of land on 
which to put his r«mse will be obliged to 
buy. say, 24 perch~es if he wants to settle 
within tt radius of 2 or 3 milos from the 
city. If he goes out further, then there is 
the Tramway Trust waiting for him there 
'"ith the fourpcnny fare. Between the two, 
un]w,s he is a very fortunate man and a 
particularly thrifty man, he will have to do 
without a house' of his own at all. Ho will 
ha YC to reYert to th•J obj ectionahlo practice, 
becoming all too common in the city, of 
two families liYing in the one house. It has 
bPPn the special concern of the party on this 
side of 1he Rouse and Government to pro­
Yidc better housing conditions for the worker 
on the basic wage, and splendid work has 
already been achieved in that direction. That 
will be largely undone if we permit the 
outer suburbs, whic:;1 are attractive to the 
working man, to suffer these impositions. 
(Hear, hear!) The man on the basic wage 
for a few more years will be able to get 
a homo within the inside radius of the city; 
but in the course uf time he will have to 
fall back under these conditions to paying 
rent ,t]] his life. I am quite certain that it 
is onh neces'a''Y to mention this matter here 
for action to bo taken. There need be no 
misg·iYings as to the feelings of the public 
on the matter. In the municipality of 
Ithaca. part of which I represent, there is 
practical unanimity on this matter. I know 
that the whole of the members of the Ithaca 
Council arc unanimous in their opposition to 
this measure, although only a small part of 
the municipality is directly affected or likely 
ro be affected. because the greater part of 
it is well within the two-mile radius. 

Passing from thttt matter on to one or two 
other matters in the Speech, I notice that 
mention is made of the Greater Brisbane 
scheme, and Wf' sec this-

" My advisers desired that the1 people 
and authorities concerned should httve 
the fullest opportunitv to become aware 
of uhe groat change which is to be 
effected." 

It is satisfactory to know that the Govern­
ment recognise the need of the people being 
fully aware of the great change that is being 
dfccted. Last year, epenkiug on the Address 
in Reply, I suggested that a Bill should be 
introduced one session, should be left for 
public discussion during the recess. and then 
should be submitted to a referendum of the 
people concerned, and I have in no way 
altered my opinion on that matter. In fact, 
everything I have seen since has confirmed 



Address in Reply. [31 JULY.] Address in Reply. 79 

my opinion that the wisest thing for the 
Government to do with the Greater Bris­
l•ane scheme is to submit it to a referendum 
of the electors-not to a vote of the councils. 

Mr. COST~!.LO: To the ratepayers? 
1\lr. LLOYD: Not to the ratepayers-to 

the electors We have had too much of the 
ratopavcrs in t•he past. I would therefore 
suggest that the Government consider the 
advisability of taking a referendum on the 
zone plan. If they talm the inside part of 
the city first. regarding which thern seems 
to be an almost unanimity of opinion that 
consolidat-ion is ncces~ary-thcn ta ko ono or 
more zones outside, and then frame their 
final measure on the evidence furnished b;:· 
thi~ nvans. 

1\1r. SIZER : If you n.dopt any smaller zone, 
what is .;oing to hap]wn to the piece you 
chop off? 

Mr. LLOYD: I notice that the great evil 
of unemployment Js referred to in the 
Speech-

" The question of unemployment has 
been one of gtave concern. JI/Iuch of the 
wealth of Quec>nsland is derived from 
industri"s which provide only seasonal 
Pmployment. but dPmand bhc services of 
largo numbers of men, and the 
immediate r<:'sult i·~. that every year 
manv workers are thrown on the labour 
market with no opportunity to sell 
their labour." 

It is very gratifying that ibis has been 
the first GovPrnmt>nt, that has doni' anything 
practical in the way of relieving the neces­
sities of the unemployed. (Opposition 
laughter.) 

Mr. SrzER: It is the first Government that 
has created unemployment. 

Mr. LLOYD: \Ve have to recognise this 
most important point that thf' Government 
have taken responsibilit,- for the wplfare of 
the individual, and if they cannot fmd that 
indiYidual any rcmnnerative work, they 
rea lisc they must protect him from want in 
a way that implies no stigma or humilia~ 
tion. A step has been taken in that direc­
tion. but it is a small step, and I hope that 
more will be done in the future. \Ve are 
humane enough not to allow the unemployed 
man to starve. but he should not be snp· 
parted through the humiliating step of 
accepting charity from other peopl0. \Ve 
went to f<lVe him from that, and the wav 
onl of the difficulty is to cxt<'nd the provi­
"ions of the 1J nernplovment Insurance Act. 
and not by running 'ilnrernuncrativo relief 
work. Bv the latter mc'hod the Government 
f'pond nnd \Vasto t.en tirnes) twenty tirnes, or 
perhaps one bnndred titnC's. as nnwh as is 
necessary i.o cfl:'ect the objective which they 
have ill view. 

At 3.15\].J.m., 
The CHAIRMAN 

l'ollock, Oregory) 
the chair. 

OF CoMMITTEES (Mr. G. 
relieved the Speaker in 

J\Tr. LLOYD: In that respect I hope that 
a little more liberal policy will be resorted 
to in the relief afforded to single m·en. The 
rnarrled man is given at least bare sustenance 
for himself and his family, but the single 
man is often reduced to that most objec­
tionable of all expedients-that of soliciting 
alms from people ',<chom he meets in the 
street. That kind of thing should not go on. 
vVo must at all cost find everv citizen some 
sort of sustenance. It is a pi'actice to send 
the indigent man from one centre to another 

looking for work. That is no use; he cannot 
make work. He goes along to a farmer and 
asks for a. job. There is no job, and the 
farmer gives him a feed. That is only an 
indirect form of begging. We shall have to 
face that position. I recognise that this kind 
of thing is very much abused, and it is 
almost impossible to prevent it; but some 
relaxation of the position in that direction 
appears to me to be very necessary until 
times improve a bit. 

Touching upon matters of less prcosing 
importancr, reference is made in the Speech 
to the CniYersity site-

" My advisers fully recognise the noecl 
for rcruoval fro-rn the present cran1ped 
building .... The erection of new 
buildings at Victoria Park will be kept 
stcadi ly in mind until circumstanc1•s 
admit of the project being put in hand 
and rapidly carried through." 

I am afraid that that phrase " will be kept 
stc>udily in mind " is pninfully significant. 
\'F(, recog-nise that the need exists, but there 
is no money to go on with the improve­
ments. \Vhat are we going to do in the 
meantime? I have a practical suggestion 
to put before the House. In Melbourne, 
when the· question of housing the Common­
wealth l'ar!iament came up, the State Par· 
liamcnt moved out and gave their building 
t" the C,,mmonwcalth Parliament. Now we 
are putting additions to the Trea•urv Build­
ing, and two floors on the State Insurance 
Building would amply accommodate this 
House. We IH<ve a great deal of space here 
at the present time that we do not want, 
anc1 more still when we are not sitting. I do 
not propose this as a petmanent oh ange, 
hnt as a means of getting over the difficulty 
of the University Building. This building 
could be handed over temporarily to the 
University, and the need for another build­
ing for the University until we got hack 
h0re '"mld then be " kept steadily in mind " 
until something eventuated. 

I wish to repeat what I said last year 
with regard to the saving of time at the 
opening of Par]iUlncnt. \Ve v, astc nenrly tho 
\Yhole of orw da:v oycr the Go\ crnor's Speech. 

:\fr. SJZER: Have you become disloyal? 

::\Ir. LLOYD: The ceremony is out of date. 
~vir. KELRO: What would you like-a 

\-,tndeYi1k e1.dcrtainmcnt? 

:\Ir. LLOYD: The hon. mcmhcr who intor­
jcch i' for mouJ ridiculous than a vaudcviiiP 
c~n1-rr; ainmf'-nt c-YC>r claimeJ to be. Being 
ridicnJon i~ not being hurr1orou"J. 

Th{' 1 irne occupied at tb0 npening of Par­
lianH'tlt in l'l'~.r!ing- th" Governor's Spc~t'h 
couhl ho saved by publishing the Speech in 
the ·' Gnzt•itL•." Then it could he nad bv 
hen. mt:Inhcrs, who rould pr0paro thci'r 
3pccchc~, hdore W<' mcPt in the House, and 
IYC could get a v~holc day's work in on the 
lh-,,t da::. Then this S} stem of giving ticket'" 
:1s a priviJcgo for persons to be prec;ent at 
the opening cerernony is ohjectionable. At 
any ntc. it is objectionable to tlw princ,iple>< 
that ibis party stand for, and I hope ihe 
G(JYC'rid:ncnt ·will 3criously consider the necos­
::-:itv of Jnnking snn1c alteration in that con­
nection. 

::\1r. SIZER (Sand(Jate): The hon. member 
for K0lvin Grove •oaid he was opposing tho 
<ttncnclment. It is just as well that he did 
say that, otherwise we would have been 

Mr. Sizer.] 
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ju~tified in assuming that he was prepared to 
join the ranks of the Opposition in con­
demning the Government for their acts of 
maladministration. In fact, I do not think 
ho had cne bright thought for the Govern­
ment during the whole of his speech. 'The 
bon. member quite> unconsciously condemned 
the Government for the attempt to increase 
fares in Brisbane by the Brisbane 'Tramway 
Trust. quite unconscious of the fact that pro­
vioion to increase the fares was provided for 
in an Order in Council which was approved 
of by the Government of which he is a sup­
porter. 

Mr. LLoYD : I said so. 

Mr. SIZER: 'That is one matter in regard 
to which he joined with us in condemning 
the Government. and we certainlv thank him 
ior prDviding further ammunition for Dur 
guns if it were needed. 

:\fr. LLOYD: You need it. 

Ml'. SIZER: He provided further ammu­
nition to .help us to force through this 
2 mendrnent. 

A further question the hon. member dis­
cussed was the question of unemplDyment 
I was very sorry the hon. member did not 
l'Ylend himself Dn that matter. He must 
have been unmindful o£ the fact that retrench­
ment is taking place at the present 
mDment. He must have fDrgotten it. Evi­
dently he did not read in the Press the Dther 
day that these retrenched workers up in the 
Winton district had called upDn the Govern­
ment to resign-(Opposition JYiembers: Hear, 
ht>ar !i-and that individual members sitting 
behind the Cabinet should restore the Collins­
Payne Ministry. 'The fight which has been 
g-oing Dn in the caucus during the last few 
days is only a replica of what is going on 
outside, and the inevitable will happen. Hon. 
members opposite have gDne so far as to 
move the Premier out of the chair and to 
keep him out fm twenty minutes. 'They have 
gone that far, and the time is fast coming 
when the people outside and the continual 
resolutions that are being passed by the men 
I have mentioned will bring about a drastic 
change, and I would advise the hon. member 
for Kelvin Grove to reconsider his positiDn 
befDre he opposes the amendment, and I 
would suggest that he read up and get in 
touch with the mDvement that we stand for. 
I shall have much more to say on the ques­
tion Df unemployment before I resume my 
seat. 

If ever an amendment was justified in this 
House of Parliament, it is the amendment 
which has been moved by the leader of the 
OppositiDn to-day. From the time the Go­
vernment first took power up to the present 
day they have made one oolDssal blunder 
after another. A large majority of their 
acts have been wrong, and their badness is 
only a question Df degree. 'This session pro­
bably will be the culminating pDint in their 
mistakes. As I mentioned last night, from 
the day Parliament opens till they go intD 
recess they will be on the penitent's form 
repenting of their sins in the amending 
legislation which is to be put befDre us. 
Prautically speaking there is no new legisla­
tion promised or likely to come befDre us. 
All we propose frDm beginning to end is 
to amend, amend, and amend. If we have 
in the Premier the wondrerful administrative 
rend legislative genius which we are led to 
believe-if he is the superman that sDme men 
sDmetimes suppose-why is it that we always 
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have this amending legislatiDn? Why is it 
that there is such a diversity of Dpinion in 
caucus? If he is the superman some men 
believe him to be, then why to gDodness do 
not the party-which is suppDsed to be united 
-why is it they cannot agree to suppmt him 
without carrying on these tremendDus party 
feuds till the " wee sma' " hours of the morn­
ing? It shows conclusively that the decisions 
Df the caucus are arrived at by a very 
narrow majority, and that wmetimes the 
alleged superman has a majority and some­
times he has nDt. ·when he has a majority 
he carries on, and when he has not he calmly 
gives wa.y and loses what8ver power he is 
alleged to have. The power of this superman 
is an absolute myth, and the records of 
Parliament and the records Df the statutes 
put into operation by this Government as 
time goes Dll will shDw more and more that, 
instead of the Government being a Govern­
ment of exceptional ability, or the Premier 
being a man of excoptiDnal ability, they 
have been a GDvernmont without ability, 
and that their acts will cause tremendous 
disaster in channels which at the moment 
\Ye arc un.Wle to imagine. 

I wish to review one aspect Df this LDndon 
agrcemeut. as that probably is Dne of the 
main points that we must consider. 
Although we must agree with the Premier 
that he made a success Df his mission, I say 
there noYer should have been any need fDr a. 
London mitsion. I certainly do not consider 
that it is an act of statesmanship to pursue 
a course which you know leads to a dead 
end and to the doors being clDsed against 
you, and then, when the inevitable disaster 
faces you, to repent and give way. 'That is 
the pDsition this supposed superman finds 
himself in. It is a position we have been 
forced to realise, and in the interim we have 
been subjected to unnecessary humiliatiDn 
which could have been avoided had it nDt 
been for the obstinacy of hon. members 
opposite. By the time the whole monetary 
value of the concessions that have been 
granted has accrued the State will be in a 
worse position financially than if the Govern­
ment had never increased the rents which 
caused all the trouble. 'The amendment of 
the Land Act which caused the trouble gave 
the GDn,rnment for the time being a certain 
amount of new revenue, but I maintain that, 
owing to the harder conditions that have been 
laid down by the financiers and to the con­
cessions entered into in London by the 
Premier, the whole thing will be a lDsing 
proposition from the financial point Df view. 
I always understood that the party oppDsite 
was a party that did not believe in secret 
diplomacy. \Vhen we were discussing the 
question of peace or war hon. members Dn 
the oppDsite side of the House argued that 
one of the prices of peace shDuld be the 
abolition of secret diplomacy. If ever in the 
history Df Queensland there has been secret 
diplomacy, it is in connection with this 
London agri·cmcnt, which the public should 
kno"" rnoro of, but for some reason unknown 
the Government seem to be afraid of giving 
it publicity. There is nD gainsaying the 
fact, in the absence of all evidence, that 
tremendous concessions have been given. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: 'Tell us what they 
are. 

Mr. SIZER: 'That is the unfortunate part 
of the business-we cannot tell. 'The Agent­
General wants to knoV\r more, and he was 
in London some of the time. 'The fact that 
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in1n1c11se concc:;.sions were granted c1n bo 
arriYecl at by the sin1ple reason­

[3.30 p.m.] ing· that the financiers evidently 
· held the kev of the posrhon. 

That i" ,elf-evident. The mere fact that 
thcv relaxe-d the position is reasonable evi­
clericc that they \'!ere satisfied with the 
concession that they got. If no conces­
sion has bN'n rnaclc, i~ it reasonable to think 
that 1ncn \\·ha were fighting for a principle, 
and who had the upper hand and the key 
to th0 position, would be likely to relax 
unlc •. , thev were satisf1ed ,;·ith the deal that 
thev mad·e ·: iYe shoulcl for that reason 
know more of tho.se terms. If there \Vas 
an~.·thinrr in the argument that the Premier 
retunJCd hom England in 1920 boasting that 
he had clcf1ccl the capitalists and that his 
action ''"a" cndoncd by the public, then b;c 
the sanw line of reasoning when he returns 
from London and "'lmits that he has con­
ceded tNms to the capitalists, he must reap 
conden1natio:n in~1ead of the cougratulations 
•,vhich he received in 1920. 

}lr. F.IRRELL: That is hypocrisy. 

}1r. SIZER: X o; it is pure logic. One of 
the eYidcnccs j::; that a tacit understanding 
was con10 to bet\v(\Pn !he GoYel·nmcnt's repre­
sentativ-es and the people who were conduct­
ing the affairs of the Brisbane Tramway 
Tru~t. und that the tranlVi'HY purchase pnco 
played a yery large part in the negotiations 
in London. The cddence which I hope to 
place bdme the House will lead up to that 
point, and I hope to be able to quote London 
authorities to suppol't me in this vie\\". iVe 
know that at the time the t\YO sets of 
nc~otint ions 'YPrc g·oing on n1ore or less 
simultanrouslv, and in December, 1919, the 
a, ~ountants v'rho \rent fullv into the assets 
of the Bri,bane TramwaJ" ·company shO\\·ed 
that the full amount cxpc,nded by the com­
pany w,s £890,592. But at the same date 
tho company's books showed that there were 
149.893 shareholders with a share capital of 
£1.638.363. Thus there was a difference of 
£747,770 betwepn the amount which the 
accountants said had been expende-d and the 
amount which the company showed. For 
that £700,000 odd there were the usQal shares 
and debenturPs. but no tangihlc assets to 
place alongside; which is a fair implication 
that thNe had been a great deal of water­
ing of stock. There was a further £75,000 
which was paid in bonus shares in 1912. The 
point I am coming to is that on that date 
the Tramwavs Companv had spent £905,303 
on th" whole tramway' system of Brisbane, 
and would have approximately £120,000 
worth of stores, making the total assets of 
the companv at that time £1,025,303, or in 
round figur~s. according to the accountants, 
£1.000,000. Y<'t the Government, through 
their representatives, haYe .a?;r<'cd to pay 
£1,400,000, or £400,000 more than was sup­
posed to be the total amount expended by 
the Tramways Company, and with no pro­
Yision for dcprcria.tion. In round figures, 
there was a deprecicttion of £250,000, so that 
we probably gaye £650,000 moro for th<' 
tramways than it ·appears from the figures 
thev were worth. :\fy argument is that that 
was a portion of the concessions which have 
been granted-a portion of the price which 
has been paid-and that thPro was a tacrt 
understanding that litig-ation would be 
d rapped on 'aceount of that settlement, and 
that it would be used as a part of the means 
to re-establish Queensland's loans on the 
money market and to rehabilitate our posi-
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tion there. That is a reasonable argun1ent, 
<m-cl I can substantiate that fact by some­
eon:ments of the citv editor of the London 
'· Tin1cs '' ,who said,· speaking of tho tra1n~ 
wa v :-ettlcn1cnt-

. " It is another indication that Queens­
land i~ at last 1111proying her status on 
the British market by getting rid of all 
c·ontcntious n1attcrs.'' 

'there was no contentious matter as regards. 
the Tram" ays Company. That matter was 
to come bcfnre a judicial tribunal which was 
actually ~jtting wLcn the authorities on ea.ch 
side asked fol' an acljm.Il'Dn1cnt as negotia­
tions \Vf'l'C' going on. 

Mr. FARRELL: Th,lt happens every day in 
the \Yct•k. 

:\fr. SIZER: It 'ml:: proves that our sid-e 
\Ya~ \Yilling to snbn1it the 1natter to the 
tribnnal. Therc "·as no dispute as to the 
basis of settlement. rndoubtedly arrange­
rnents \Ycre 1nade in Lo1nbar.cl street, \Vhere 
financiers control the sitqation, that the pas­
tor·al matter and the tralll\Yay purchase were 
to be put side b: side. and the _Premier _was 
con1pellPd lo n1ake conccssio.ns 111 two dire.c­
tions. ThP pa.;;toralt~ts haYing f'.ucceeded In 

f'Stablishino· the yaljditv of their contracts, 
krww full ~' e li that the~' were going to reap 
tremendous benefits hv 'the concession ''"hich. 
1ws bern rnade. and Ut the same tin1e they 
were able to get an ad \'antage of somethir:g 
like £600.000 in the pmchase of the Errs­
banc tramwavs, th-e price of which was 
settled by conipromis~ bchYeen the respective 
partic~. 

The :-lECRr:TARY FOR PcBLIC L.\XDS: That is 
untrue. 

J\Ir. SIZER: I do not know that it is 
untrue. l sa~' that the evidence points to 
it. The hon. g0ntlcrnan says it is untrue. 
\.Vill he lav beforp the House the whole of 
the ncgotlittions jn London? 

0PPOSITIOX :\'IE3!BERS : :::\ o. 
Tlw SECRETARY FOR PeBLIC' LAXDS : The 

Tramwavs Company's negotiations? \Vhy 
not? · 

:\fr. SIZER : The whole of the negotia.­
tions in connection with the Premier's 
London financial mission. 

The f'EC'RETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : Wlay 
not 'i You are making a '"ild assertion. 

J\Ir. SIZER : It i< not a ''"ild assertion. 
If the hon. gentleman had been in thoe 
House, he would haYe understood it. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR I'UBLIC LAXDS: I was. 

Mr. SIZER: I\o. von were . in the 
:\1inistcr's room, and ·clid not hear my 
l~gure<. If the hon. JTJe<mbcr had heen 
li,tening to my rcmo,rks, he \Yould have· 
!ward me say that the Gov-ernment have 
agreed to pay £1,400.000 for an assd that 
i.' shown on the booh of the company to be 
worth oulv about £1.0CO.OOO, without allow­
ing for d~preriation. Af'f:Ull1i!Jg a dcpref'.ia .. 
tion of £200.000 oi' £250.0GO, 1t appears that 
the people of Brishanc have paid £600,000 
n;orp than the asset is '''orth. Furthermore, 
I say that it wa,, largdy done at the instiga­
tion of iinaneiers in C'onnection w-ith the 
;;0ttlement which the Premier had to make 
and tl1C' terms of which the Government wiU 
not disclose. 

The SECRETAR\: FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It had 
no relation to it. 

Mr. Si.lwr.] 
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:\IL SIZEE: The hon. gentleman may say 
so. 

The SEC'RET.\RY FOH l'T:DLIC' L\:\m': I am 
:-urc of ir. 

~Ir. SIZ_ER: The hon. UlClllbPl' ~aid. whc·n 
thu Prcn1ic1~ ·was in London. rhat \YC hacl to 
haYe lc~·i."latiDn to giYC' cfirct to the arran£;P-
lr·ent. \Yill that b;• nee. ·ary ·• ' 

The SccnFT\R\ FOR Pc-BL!l' L.\:;m;: The 
L:n-Y,\ ..:.'1'~ n.:- it \Yi1l not. 

~L·. STZ_ER: Do{ the hon. g'('ntlcman say 
.30: 

The SECHSHRY FOR l'cBL!C L\Xllfl: I >ras 
\Yl'Ollg. 

::\l1·. SIZ ER: The hon. gentlcinnn achnits 
h ~ v atS wrong. 

The SECHET.\RY FOH Pl'BLTC r_ \Xll': Of 
cour::-c the hon. gc'ntlenuln doe-; not <Hhnit 
·that he \VllS \Yl'Ollg .. 

::\Ir. SIZER: l.'nfortunateh· I have to 
admit that I am. Yery Dft~'n ~wrDng, Lut I 
azn not \Yrong on this point. 

The SECHETARY FOR Pc:BLIC L.\xns : Y on aro 
wrc1ng about the trannntys. You nutkc the 
a'sertion outsid0 this Chamb0r that the tram­
way arrangcit.Lcnt hall anything at all to do 
with the loan. 

:\Jr. SIZER : I say that on the figures 
which I have put bdore the House and the 
conuncnts of the citv editor of the "Times'' 
that they \Yere int0rwoyen. 

The SECReTARY FOR l'cBLIO LAxns : Thev 
vrere not. rrho Prc1nier was not there ·whei1 
the- arrangement was n1udc. The Prctnier 
.did not conduct these negotiations. 

Y!r. S!ZER: Until we g·et from the Go­
Vf'rnment the full facts of the London nego­
tiations we are entitled· to put whate~er 

.construction on thc1n \Ye can. 
The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LAXDS: Before 

a trial you aro going to condemn the 
tni~oncr. You arc going to defame evcry­
·body \vithout giving them a hearing. 

}lr. SIZER: That is not so. But l0t me 
SR'7 that tho hon. gentlo1nan was on trial iP 
caucus the other dav. and he was found 
guilty, but he rr.:rnag:ed to get back again, 
and he evidentlv has not taken much noticc> 
of what happened 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIO LANDS: If von 
get out of it as well as I have clone, you ha.-e 
nothing to fear. 

Mr. ,SIZER: I quite admit that the 
}"!on. gcntlenian got out of it~ Yery ·welL It 
is a rco.sonablo cor:clusion, in n1y opinion, 
r.Dtwithetandino; what· the hon. gentleman 
~rrys, thr~t the tw<> position:' ~ovcro counceted. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLTC LAXDS: I chal­
lenge you to n1ake that stat('nl0ut outsid0, 
';vithollt living in a co1vanl' castle. :1lako 
th.lt staierr1cnt out· idc, and you will see 
what \vil.l ha ppcn. 

:'.Ir. SIZER: I yn·obablv >vill mak0 it out­
side. Th~ valuf..' of the cOnre~,ion is a 111o~t 
d.ifficult thin~~· tc c~>timat(', but ~ovc can leave 
that to the i1nagination of the people. who 
know the trcmeudou~ we a 1 th of the indus­
tl'ics concer11cd. considering that son1c of the 
leases extend tD 1952. that fortv-fivo lcasn 
aggregating 16,272 square miles extend to 
1948. and that eig·hiy leases comprising 
34.755 square miles extend to 1946. If we 
ealcuhte on the basis of the values which the 
grazing farmers pa:-· for similar areas of 
land, wo shall get at a fair and reasonable 

[Mr. Sizer. 

iclL'a a"' to the• anJOUIH of the concession which 
has LePn gl'af!t~:'d. At any rat<>. I an1 ph'a~ecl 
that tlH· Go,·c'rill1lC'll1 haYf' rer·tifird a wrong. 
\Ye' :-:;houlrl JW\-t'r baYl' bPC'll in 1l1c humiliat­
inu; condi tiun iu 1vhich W(' found oursch~e;:. 
Ali I hop0 i- that they ,,-ill now do the rii'ht 
tbillg·. and follo\\· on the ~uggc~tion of thP 
Se<'l'Ptarv ~\n· PnLlit" Lanth and jntroL1nce 
k·gis1ati(.Hl fDr the purpo3(' of 1)utting into 
eff<'('t the con1p1·omi:w agT<'rd upon in Lon­
dcl'l. I knmv that the proposal is that it, 
can be d:1ne h.\- -<Hhnini:::.tratiun. 

Tl1c S·=cHFT\HY FOR PcBLTC L.\XPS: Do ~,-on 
)~no\Y that dw arraPgenicnt dPfillitcl~- ~t~ttes 
ihat it b to be d-one by arhni11istratiYe 
net ion': 

::VIr. SIZER: Lcgi . .;;]atiYc or adrnini~tratiYe 
ac:tioll-\\·},atf'\Tl' 1nav l10 nt'cr '.sa l'Y. 

The SECR,.T_\HY FOH. P l:BLIC L\Xll~ : :\ o, 

Mr. SIZER: \Vhatever is necessary, the 
Go,·ernment have to do. 

ThP SECRET.\UY FOR PUBLIC LAc;DS: Xo. It 
ea n be done ad m inistra tivcly. 

::\Ir. SIZER: The position woulcl be more 
clcarl:c defined if there was legislation setting 
out the rental exactlv in an Act of Parlia­
nwnt and in the leases. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: That is 
not the agrPcment. 

::VIr. SIZER: It is the spirit of it. The 
ahitude which the hon. member and his Go­
yernment are going to take up is that. no-w 
application has to be made to the Land 
Court bv the Cro>Yn for a reappraisement of 
rent, they do not attend to appear in court 
and ask for a rea 11praisement. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Very 
well. 

:\Ir. SIZER: Thev assume that the lessees 
will not make any .. application either. and 
that therefore it will be a case, practically 
speaking·, of "nolle prosequi," and the old 
conditions therefore will prevail. But sup­
po~e the le~sec does appear and a~k.s for a 
reduction of rent? The Crown then will have 
to come into the case and can argue for an 
innease of rent, and there is nothing to 
prevent the Land Court from gi v\ng that 
increaso of rent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : The 
pastoral people understand that. 

:Mr. SIZER: Nohodv would ever have mado 
a sdtlcment in London on such a flimsy, IoDiSe 
arrangement. I can also see that the Govern­
ment's attitude will be very much miscon­
strued in London. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAc;DS : It is 
thoroughly understood by those people what 
the agreement is. 

:Yir. SIZER: Was it understood when they 
were asked to ag-ree to it that it was not to 
be done by lcgisla tion? 

The SECRET.\l<Y FOR Pc-BLIC LAXDS : The 
pastoral companies fully understand the 
agreement n1ade. 

:Ylr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman is not 
prepared to say that that was the under­
standing arrived at. 

Mr. Wic;STAXLEY: Do not put words into 
his mouth. 

:Yir. SIZER: I do not want to do so. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I suggest to 
the hon. member that he address the Chair, 
and not invite interjections. 
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:Jir. SIZER: I want an interjection from 
'dw Secrctan for Public Lands which he will 
r:ot ~iYL'. but \Yhicb, I think. \Yr:tlld bf' \YOrtb 

vhile. That is the methocl which the Go­
vernment propose to adopt to overc.ome the 
difficult 0• to put into effect the arrangement 
which \\a madP. 

Tl1c :'lECRELI.RY FOR PrBLIC L.\:>;DS: You arc 
1 otcd for Your in1agination. 

:\I r. :'\IZER : I am not fn from thd 
rig·ht conclu:;.ion. Even n1v v;rilclcst ilnagina­
tion ,,-ould nen'r allow me" to think that that 
is the spiriT of the contract to \vhich these 
prop1e oveF _·as agreed. I an1 inclined to 
think. irnaginative or not, that the Govern­
mcm will probably be accused of quibbling 
ancl of another breach of the arrangement 
made in London. 

Tht: SECRET.\RY FOH PrBLIC LA~ns: You 
nu1~ Le ::;nrc \VC will carry out the agrcc­
l.l.1ent. 

1Ir. SIZER: I do not think that cvcr'­
bodv feit so sure. because the term of tlie 
loa1i i~ ;:xcd at tive years. 

The SECRET.I.HY FOR Pt:BLIC L.I.XDS: L that 
wh:, nearly £70,000.000 was oilercd '! 

:\lr. SI/';EH : I sincorelv trust the Gm·crn­
m~m will bring in a cfefinito proposal to 
dear the whole matter up. Although it may 
b·-' quitP cl0ar to the present Secretary for 
Public Lands-he mav be Premier in a short 
Epace of time. and !nay not be the Secre­
tary for Public Lands \Yhen this question 
arises "gain-stilJ eomobody ma.y , put a 
vrrong interpretation upon the best Intentiol_l~ 
of the Minister to-da:·. The whole affmr 
should be made clear by Act of Parliament, 
and the intention of the c..greement placed 
in the leases in some way, so that those 
·concerned will know where thc•y stand. 

The SECRETARY FOR l't:BLIC LANDS : It is 
quire olnious from the hon. gentleman• s 
remarks that the Opposition would stir up 
the trouble again if they could. 

:\1r. SIZER: Xo. I a,,k the hon. gentleman 
'il·hether the corrcfopondence and dher docu­
ment' ,-elating to the negotiations and to 
tlw agrcen1eni clra wn up jn London 1vill bo 
<La de a Yailable, or will be laid on the table 
d the House. 

The SECRETAHY FOR l't:BLIC LA:>;DS : You 
had better giYo due notice of t.hat. 

Mr. SIZER: 'The hon. g.:;ntlcman rs 
,quibbling again. I could quite unagino 
-,,hat an ob:-.treperou.s per:-:on the hon. gf'ntle­
Ela:n ·would be if 11c vYero in Oppositiou 
dcn1a11cling inforn1ation on a question like 
tbis. 

The SECHEnHY FOR l'cBLIC LA~DS : After 
ilw hon. gentleman·s r .'sh statement about 
the tram\YaYs, I would want to write out 
...tll answer t~ his 0nestion, bectnsc h(• would 
1~1islead. 1-lis irnagination is running riot. 

:\Ir. SIZER : As \Ye are discussing a 
c0nsurc rnobon. another line of attack if' in 
rbpect of th<' · ratoon cotton question. 'The 
::-:ecretary for ~'\.griculturo will probabl> 
think that he can e~cape criticism because 
he is intro-ducing au amending Bill. He 
told a deputation that he could not waste 
twentv minutes of his valuable time in dis­
CH"iJ)g this question. yet he has wasted days 
and weeks in destroying an industry by 
refusing to take notice of the evidence placed 
before him. \Vhen the time arrives for the 
men engaged in the industry to be com-

pellet! h pll'a<! with him to saYc tlH• State 
and ~a,-c thrir o1vn industl'v, he h•lls thc1n 
iu 11 Lln11t sort of \YW that~ the~.· "·ere• \Yast. 

ln~ hvcnt.\' rnjnutes \of his valuable tirnP. 
Judging frf'nl the re~nlt~ ihnt he ha;; pro­
duced in conn0etion with tl1c cotton indn~try, 
hi, tin1c is r_ot verv Yalaabl0. It would havt~ 
been Inuch cltcapCr for thP Stare to have 
F• id him a handsome sum of about £50.000 
lo lli:l\'<: gone aiYay. and Jlen'r introduced 
bi~ legislation. 

The S£C'Hl.T.'RY FOH Acmcn.TrHE: It may 
1~ot be too lnte yet. \Laughter.) 

).Ir. SIZER: Tlw greatest loss that there 
has been to the State has bc•Pll through 
the· Uovern1ncnt bungling on the> ratoon 
cct ton quc:--tion. There is no n1on_., ne"~ 
c·Yicknce to-da:r than there 1vas twelve 
n:ur"ths ago when we debated thi< qL<estion. 
The onlv bit of eYidencc that is ne\\· is the 
]ll·icc that 3.Ir. Daniel ,Jom was able to get 
fur ratoon cotton in Liverpool. Hon. mem­
bers on this side assured hon. rnembcrs 
opposite lu3t yea1· that ratoon f'Otton \Vas 
lc·gal tcntlpr and wa~ a YaluaLle product. 
Sample bales haYe -:.iuce been sold) and tho 
GoYt'rnrricnt ha vo Lecu showu the price 
rc:tlisccl, but when the mattPr was bpfore 
them twe]ye months ago, they refused to 
listen to what was said on this side. The 
]o,s that has accrued to the State i' tremen­
dous, and the setback to the industrv is 
tren1endous. If there is one question I;10l'C 

than another on which the (;overnment 
clr•serYe to be dofcai.ecl. it is the handliug 
o£ the, ratoon cotton. Imagine for a moment 
uu ordinary chairrnan of directors so mls­
nianaging ~an ordinary small business and 
p1·escnting such a position as i·,, presented by 
the GoYernment with regard to ratoon 
cotton. He would be immediately passed 
from the position that he occupied. Yet a 
Minister of the State without any practical 
knowledge can sit down and dictate and. 
rule to the detriment of thP whole of the 
co!lllnunity, and bring hardship, penury. 
and want into the homes of thousands of 
people who arc trying to do the best for 
thcn1selvcs, and 1nake them crin1inals for 
defying the law. and still be able to carry 
on smilingly, with no more comment than 
just a. mcYe ~nigg·cr about wasting hventy 
minutes of his time. If ever a Government 
,' tood condemned, m· if cYer a 11inister 
stood condemned, the present Government 
and the present Secretary for Agriculture 
stand condemned for maladministration in 
refusing to _listen to the advice given, and 
the 1finistcr has proYed hims0lf entiret· 
incompetent to occupy his present position. 
I am going to ask the Government what 
arc the', goi11g to do with the cxpcrb3, on 
whom thee relied so much. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGHICl"LTT"RE: \Yhoso 
adYice do you think we should ha;-e taken? 

Mr. SIZER : \Vhoso adYico are the Go­
Ycrnment going to take now? 

'l'he SECHET-IHY FOR AGRICl"LTt:RE: Are we 
to take t_,hc ad \Tieo of " porrnnies " like you? 

Mr. SIZER: Whose advice is the hon. 
gentleman going to take now'! He talks 
about "pommies." He took the ad,-ice of 
Mr. Crompton Wood. \Yhat is he? 

0PPOSIUO:>; JI.;1E}!BEHS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. SIZER : He came along and throw 
dust in the hon. gentleman's eyes. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICcLTl:HE : ·whom 
should we take advice from? 

Mr. Sizer.l 
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1J r. SIZER : \'i'hom i> tlw hon. g-entleman 
going to t'1kc ath·icc• from: He has taken 
the adYice fron1 one ~ourcc, and it ha~ takC'n 
him so far. \Yhmn is lw g·oing to take it 
from now that he• has lifted the ban? 

The SECRET.\RY FOR c\GRICCLTCRE: \Yhat 
are hon. members opposite going to do with 
1\Ir. Elphimtone' 

l\1r. SI/';ER : He• will sneak for himeelf. 
Here i~ lhP triYiality cf a' rnan who aspin'S 
to b0 Prcn1 icr ! He rndeaYollrs 1 o pas;:; tho 
r0sponsibility of tlw colossal blunder which 
he has n1ade in thi~ hngt' industry on to 
priYr..t0 ll1f'IYlbCr~ on thi~ sill0 of the House. 
and at tl1e :-amc tin1~~ refuses to accept any 
adYiee fronl u~. 

The• 8£CHET'.RY FOR Aamcn.TrRE: 'l'here 
was no cotton grown in Quecn:;;.land until I, 
as Sccl'ctary for ..:-\.griculturc, took up the 
matter. 

:\Ir. SIZER: It \Yould haYe Leen a good 
sound police· if the :\lini·t~r had left the 
responsibility of developing that industry to 
men who uncler>tood it. as '"'' then wonld 
haYe nuHll' §;,l'(•ater progrcs=-' \Yith the indus­
tn than '"' loave clone. Instead of the 
1tc;n. gPntlPlllall rnaking pro!;res-:. he ha:-; 
rct&nlcd tltc indnsn-y. He hao ignored facts. 
I Ynnlt to a~k hin1 no\\' ·what has becon1o 
of bis cx.pert~. 

J\lr. FARRF.LL: Sack t heEl and get you. 

:\h. SIZ:ER: I am not a cotton expert, 
bnt I can tl~e c0111n1on sense \Yhen it is 
sho\Yn to Ine. and it ,~.-as sho\Yn to the hon. 
gentleman and lw could not use it. ·what 
gn_ ... atcr cbargL' of inconJpetl•nc~· can there be 
than thot '! I r0pcat ag-ain that. if ever a 
GoYernnlellt ~tooJ coude1nned. if ever a 
}lini::;:ter ::.:toocl co::!dctnned. tlJi:-; Gover:uncnt 
stand condemned in the eves of all the 
people on the question of their cotton policy. 

()pposrnox :\in!BERS : Hear. hear! 
At 4 p.m .. 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. SIZER: The GoYernmem also stand 
eond0n1ned in so far as its adn1inistration 
of the public sc·n-ann; is conrerrwd. They 
haYe r0duccd thC'ir salaries and wages 5 per 
cent.. and tlwy have incre.asc•d their hours 
10 per cent., so that the public eerYants are 
15 per cent. wor,.c off und('l' the present 
regime than they were under any other 
regime. 

:Mr. FARRELL: \Vhich other regime-surely 
not yours? 

Mr. SlZER: I have never been behind a 
Governtnc11t. 

Mr. FARRELL: I workc•<l under your Go--
Yermncnt for £2 a week. · 

Mr. SIZER: Probably you were paid all 
you were worth. (L·wg·hter.) 

l\!Ir. FAHRELL .: In the same degree you 
would be \Vorth about a dollar a week. 

Tlw SP J•~AKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has Pxhauc;tcd the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. F:DWARDS (Xanango): I rise to sup­
port the amendment rnoYed by thA kader of 
the Opposition. Never Lefore in the history 
of Queensland have a Government deserved 
a resolution such as this amendnwnt more 
than this GovGrnmc:lt. In refleeting on the 
destrucii vc policy pursued by the Govern· 
ment for a number of Years in this State 
one cannot wonder at the Opposition, in the 
interests of the people of Queensland, mov-
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ing to bring about son1e alter a don. cn~n 
though the Government ma,· continue to 
hold the Treasur' bc·nches. \Yhen this Go­
n·rnmcnt came ir1to office in 1915 then' was. 
a rcycnue surplus over a period of eleven 
years of approximate],- £200,000. The pub­
lie debt totalled £56,000,000, 0qnal approxi­
nuttcly to an an•rage of £1,000,000 per 
annum. The present GoYcrnment have 
brought about during their nine yearB' reign 
in Queensland a net deficit of approximately 
£980,000, and had increased our public debt 
at the end of the financial vear. 1922.23. to 
£38,000.000. 'l'he increase 'in public debt 
since they took office has approximately 
been at the rate of £4,000,000 per annum. 
Those points in themselves, taking into con­
sideration tlw vast pos•:ibilitics of Queens­
land. prove beycnd all doubt that. the 
GoYernm~nt have failed financialh·. If we 
have to take anv notice of the statements of 
th0 Prcn1i0r. itnd the ex-Treasurer. J.\Ir. 
Fihell:;·. in days gone h:;·-that " finance is a 
h•st of all Goyernments"-then tho present 
Gowrnment. haw absolutelv failed. If the 
staternents which have b0er! nut fonYard bv 
the hon. m cm bcrs of the 0\oposition fron1 
ti1110 to ti1nn had been taken anv notice of 
by tlw present Government. we '"ould haYe 
been in a YCr)· differpnt condition in Queens­
land to·da.-. The Secretarv for Agriculture, 
during- the' >pePch of the htst spectk-er. asked, 
in COlincctior1 ,,,ith the cotton indu~trv. whorn 
the GoYcrnment were to take any n"otice of. 
or whom they 1rere to be guided b:-·. If 
the Serrctar~; for Ag-riculture refers to the 
debat0s in "IIansard ., when the Cott<Jn 
Indmtry Bill ,-as going throngh the House, 
he will sec oyer and oyer again the argu­
nwnts put up by practical men on this side­
of the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRirrLTrRE: Yon \Yere 
only shmYing your opposition to the Bill in­
the same manner as you have opposed everY 
other reform. 

~fr. EDWARDR: It was not opposition to 
the Biil. The Ylinieter was asked oyer and 
over again not to in1pose the ban on ratoon 
cotton.' If he had been advisGd, as he should 
have b0en. bv men who know something­
about ag-ricult-ural pursuits in Que~nsland­
men of knowledge ouch .as J\lr. Dame] Jones 
-the present position in regard to the cotton 
industrv would not haye ariqen. I remem­
ber the. Secretary for Agricultnre getting up 
in his place in the House during tho progress. 
of that, Bill and stating that l1P himself knew 
as much about cotton as did ::\lr, Daniel 
J ones. ~ow. after t\ve!Ye months of difficulty 
and trouhle \Yith the cotton growers· of 
Queensland. he has had to come to the con­
clusion that. aftN all. the knowledge and 
oxperien('e of such men as Mr. Daniel .Jonc~ 
·were ·well \Yorth listening- 1 o. He ha~ no"~ 
come to the conclusion that it is necessary 
in thG interests of that all·important indus­
try to lift the ban off ratoon cotton. I hope 
the hon. gentleman will not only do that, 
hut that he will entirely lift the' restrictions 
from the people who are attempting to deve­
lop cur primary industry, and lcaYc them 
alDne. 

I arr1 onP who LclieYes that no ag-ricultural 
pursuit can possibly he c.arriPd out under 
the direction of departmental inspectors. and 
I think the Secretary for Ag-riculture would 
oc well advised to lift all rPstrictions from 
the cotton-growers as I have suggec;ted. I 
am sa tisfred they can he trusted as growers 
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.and nl(riculturists. and that th0v are not 
going to dr anything to injure tlle industr.\­
or the State. 

::\h· arg·umcnt 1s that it is th<' function of 
a doYC'l'Hinf'nt to assi:-t in eyery po~~ib]P 
shap{_. a11d fonn in furthering agrirnltural 
pursuits and industri<'s with finance: that 
tlw_v should assist them. and not )JUt restric•­
tlon~ on thon1 \vhiC'h are going to bl~ detri­
mental. 

I \vill l(O a little further and dral \vith 
the manner in which the Gm·ernment hav-e 
<;onductecl the affairs of our State. In 1914-
15 {)tu· ntilways s'howecl a elear profit of 
£42.0GJ. Since then freil(hts haw been 
incre1:~:--t'tl on an aycragc of 55 per cent.. antl 
110\Y Furtlll-r i1:CJ'C< ~3C'S arc to be n1ade. The 
total ]o~~f':'. OYC'l' a period of eight ~·cars 
amount to £10.000.000. That in itself ]n-oves 
that th~> Go\·C'rnnH~nt haYe failed so far a~ 
the nmnin~ of tlH~ raihYays <Jf the State i"' 
concenwd. :\ot onp nHu{ on thr• oppo.-.it(• 
::idp c,f thr). I-lou:-:L' can .:..tand up to-dav and 
~ay tll<H th0 Goycnnnent haY0 made ~ ~uc-
1."0~:" cf onr railwaYs. Th0v have 1naJe a 
H>tal failure of thc1;1. ' 

:'\h. FIRRELL: DDn't bt• silly. 

:\h. EDIYARDS: Then we rn>tY look into 
the C]llP..;ticm of thP d(•\-elo]Hll(:nt of th<' 
;;;t>cor:dar~.~ inrluJtrie in thi~ State. In thP 
GoY0l'noi·'~ Speech we find this ,,;;tntcmenl-

'· J.Iy ~lch·i;;:r-rs haY£' endcaYoun)d to 
keep ~~ n1uch work \Yithin the State a~ 
po-sihlP_,. 

Tc' ilfn-.:.trate- hD,,- th('v 1taY0 -"HC'C'f'('(led in 
k-:-epiEg cl~ lllllC'h WOrk as pos~ilJJe ·within thi::; 
State in .t.:"'onncc1 ion ·with ~ccon(lary indus·­
trif'~. 1 will quote a few fig-ure~ in (·c)nnC>ction 
·with the in;:.·rua·4_•.;;. in factories in Qnepnsland 
as <'OJllpnro.-1 V\ ith other Stateg-

,. In Qnecneland. jn 1923. thPrf' >wre 
1. :78 fadorie'. employing 43,463 hands. 

'·In ::\cw South \Yale,, in 1923. ilwrr 
\n•rc 6.698 fadori0s. Ptnployjng 152.205 
hn11cl~. 

"'In Victoria. in 1923. there \YCre 6.753 
frrctories. employing 144.870 hands." 

·That prove< beyond quc,tion or <louLt that 
the· Gov(•rnn1C'Jlt haYe not ll('en sincere' in 
tlwir polic:-· of d0v-elDping- the serondar_v 
indnstri<'' \dtlnn our State. At the present 
time ,,·c· are nlaccd in the unfortunate po~i­
tion of :c-:0ndir~g our raw n1aterial front 
Qucen,.land to );e,,- Soutb \Vales and Vic­
toria. hnYing it manufactur0d there. and 
1woug-ht back at a big expense to the people 
in Dur own Sta tP. 

::\Ir. B~DFORD: \Vhat does that matter? It 
is jn Australia. If our sunerior industrial 
conditions do that, good lucli: to them. 

Mr. ED\YARDS: If that is the hon. gentle­
man's jdea of the way to develop this great 
StatP of Que-ensland, then jt is to be hoped 
that he never gets on to the Treasury benches. 

i\Ir. BEDFORD: It is your little mind I am 
exposing. ·· 

Mr. ED\Y ARDS: I quitE' understand th<> 
hon .. mcmhet· has a .-cry big mind, and, if 
he 1s not careful, the top will fall off. 
(Laughter.) I am adyocating the ·develop­
ment of the sccondan· industries of this State 
in order thaJ· on~· p1;imary products may be 
manufactured wtthin the State. I quoted 
figure,; to show the number of factodes and 
-the number of employees in the different 

States. ::\ow I desire to give 
to the different factories-~ 

" Hide and skin facto6es­
\lictoria 
Xew South \Yales 
Queensland 

'' Boot and shoe factories­
·v·ictoria 
::\ cw South \Yalcs 
Queensland 

the figures as 

48 
18 
17 

334 
302 

36" 

\Y c must take into consideration. too. the 
fad that Queensland is the largE'st producer 
of hides and skins in the Commonwealth. 
Th0 raw· rnatl'l"ial required for the manu­
facture of boots and shoes i;; produced to a 
greater ..:xtent in Queensland than in any 
other Statp in the Commonwealth. Therefore, 
if the GoYC'l'lllllrnt hayc anv intPrcst in the 
welfare of the bu,in<'S'-' of this State, every 
con~ideration and assi~tancc should bo given 
to tlH' de,"elopm·t'llt of tbo ~econdary industries 
within our ov, n State. \Yhilc I n~rco to son1o 
PxtcnJ with the hem. memL0r v;ho interjected 
thd it is hc·tter to hav-e these g·oods manu­
factured in the Commonwealth than in 
foreign countries oYcr~eas, stlll it is far 
l>PttCl'. whPn IH' proclncc the nnY n1aterial. to 
haYP the good~ nwnnfaC'tnn'cl 111 onr O\Vll 
Stai('. 

Mr. BEDFORD interjected. 

::\lr. ED\YAHDS: Tf the hon. member is 
not too cardul ,~-hen opening that trap-door, 
the whole top mll fall off. 

The RPEAKER : Order ~ Order ~ 

Mr. BEDFORD: You arc as ronl(h as sand­
papC"r. 

:VIr. Eil\Y.-\RDS: There js no occasion for 
an,- sandpaper with the hon. member. 
(L~Hg·htcr.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ~ Order ~ The hon. 
men1ber for \Yarrrgo must c0asc interjecting. 

:i\Ir. EDWARDS: Xow take woollen and 
cotton factories-

Victoria has establish<>d 19 
::\cw South ·wales has established 9 
Queensland has established 2 

Ther<' has been no interest taken jn the de­
velopment of these industries to ·enable the raw 
material to be manufactur-ed in our own 
State, and thP time has come when the 
workers of thjs State should wake up and 
realise that the,· are not gettjng· the con­
sideration, so far as work is concerned, that 
they should get. Industries ha ye been forced 
to the Southern States, and men who have 
abiEtv ha.-e had to follow them down there 
if they require work. That js not a position 
that should be taken up in this State. If 
the business of tbe State counts at all in the 
development of the State, then the Govern­
ment should use Pv-ery means in their power 
to develop the jndustries of the State. 

One could go on quoting figures in connec­
tion with land s-dtlement Qncl in connection 
with manv other jndnstt·jes within the State 
to prove beyond doubt that the Government 
ha,·c not giYen the facitities for development 
that should haYe been given. 

If one thjng 'tands out more than any­
thing <:>!se in the Statr- to-clay, it is th<:> aLsD­
lute faj]ure of the Gov-ernment in connection 
with soldier settlement. At Coomjnya there 
were thousands and tC'ns of thousand~ of 
pounds spen1. and until the hon. me!llbrr for 
Stanh'y and myself went on to the estate 

111r. Edwa.rds.] 
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and kirkc.cl up a row in the IIousc there as 
110 con~idcration gi n}n to those settlers at 
all. The Gon•rnmont only then \Yoke up 
to tlw fact that it .\\·ould be a good plan to 
grt ~o1ne of the sm.ls at Coo1ni11va analvscd. 
The analy,es proyocl that the soils ,,e,:o of 
no <'Ollllllt)lTial val-:.10 1vhatevcr. That \\'US 
after tens of thousands of pounds had been 
~IJCllt and yc'ars of hard labour \.Yasted jn 
hying· to deYolop that estate. At the present 
ti1nc, I unJcrt'tand tllcrc are on]v 11vo ~cttlcr::; 
~eft at Comninya. Bcerburrun; is another 
mstance of failure. l say that these failures 
show that the GoYcrnm(,nt should not only 
hnYc a vote of censure pa:-;scd upon therrl. 
bnt tha 1· the people of ({uoensland should 
wake up to the attitude of the GoYornment 
m connection with land settlement and put 
rhem out of office. 

OPPOSITION 111E1IBERS: Hear, hear! 

2\lr. ED\YAH.DS': I think it would haye 
been in the interests of Queensland if the 
Collins GoYcrnment had takE'n charge, be­
cause tlte pre,,ent .:!Jiinisters are onlv thro\Y­
ing dl.!~t in the eye" of tho pcopl~. They 
a 1:P b01ng forcl"d st(~p by step jnto line 
\nth those !Wople in thi' State \Yho stand 
foe cxtrcn1c socialisPl. The }linisters kno\V 
that tlw:-· cannot stop the trend of that mon'­
l}lcnt; b~t, rathPr than giv0 up office and 
lo~~ tlwn· ('Inolull1Lmt:5, thPy still go on 
trymg to thnw· dust in tho eves of the 
pcoph•. I hope the time will eo m~- \dll'n the 
GoYernnwnr \Yill realisE' that this cli--astrous 
pohr:v \Yill lu:tYO to be ::.toppPc1 ~OOllPl' or 
la1cr. an~l that it ;s tin10 to cut it out and 
put tlw :-;tato on >t business footing·, \Ylwu 
they consider tlH' incrca~c 1vhi~h it iA 
announced is lo tnke plae0 in frpiu:hb and 
fan•: rhrou~.d1out the ~tab:-, tht~,v 1nn~t 
realise that thr-ir rrescnt polic~,~ i's disJ.~­
ti~ou~. Th0 prinuny producf rs in ·1nany 11arts 
O~ Quccn~_Jancl can scarcely get a crn:-~t to 
eat. It. 1~ no n..:c talkiug of prospcrit..--. 
because It doe~ not exi:-~t in 111anv places ln 
Queensland. \Ylwn the GoYcriH~1ent. aft0r 
the. tl'oublc these pcoplt> haye been through, 
~lclil10ratcl~- ImpO:"(' n1orc taxation upon then1 
~n .th~:.• .way of iHcreu~ccl frPight:-; aud fnrps, 
1~- 1s CYidc·.nt that they arc not going to ron­
siC-l_f'r thP In~crc~ts of the• producer from anv 
pomt _of Yicw. If thl' Goyernrnent thini< 
that tlns Is go~ng to bit the large centres, 
they a1·0 rnaktng a great n1istak0. The 
people ,y]w will hayp to carry the extra 
b_urd(:n of freight~ Dnd fares a1~f' those who 
hYe m the eonntry districts. Tho further 
they hYe frotn large~ ccntr0s the greater ,vill 
be the burden tlwy will ha ye to ea rrv in 
th•.!t connection. Anymw who trayels <lll the 
raihYays n;ust realise, that the people are 
not tra Yellmp; as tht'y used to do. and tlw 
!'(•ason is that they have no rnonev to do 
it .. Tnn:el1iug is YC'ry Pxpcn~iYf'. a~d sonic~ 
t hmg \nll lw YO to be done• before we can 
,!let th(~ ppopJ0_ to use the raihsays alld n1ake 
thcn1 pay a~ 1n days gone by. 

There ;, auothN thinp; \Yhirh ,1Jonld eon­
d~mn the Gon;rnment-~that is th0 position 
"\nth 1'Pgard to clO:"f'l' S(•ttl0n1ent al(nJo· the 
raihn1y~. La~t :-::<cs::-iun :->ratPnlelit:-> ,Ycre C'>n1ade 
on 1 ht1 front Go-rernn1P11t b('nch tha·~ the 
GoYPl'lln_IPilt 'n'l'f' ~~oin[:;' to, restunc Jargc 
0~ta tc~ ~n ('OUntry f!l~tncts tor the pnrpo~e 
o.f ~etthng· peoplE'" along cxi~ting ranwa~~ 
llDc'. A :-·car ha' elapsed since then. but 
t~f'_l'f' d-oes no~ ~ccn.l to be any niOl'C possi­
bdny of getttno; tfH?-~P 0Stat(•s c:nt up for 
do~Pl' ~ettlL'lliPnt purposes than there was 
twclY(1 Inonth:,. ago. 

[Jlr. Edwa1·ds. 

There 1~ another n1attt1 l' ·v.-hich. in 111Y 
opinion. L" ::;-oing a long waY to\Yard,~ corl­
fknlning tl1P GoYPl'Ilnlcnt. · :-::;oldier ~ettlc­
Illent-;, nnd other settlcnlellt"'i arc taking pLtcc 
30 to 40 n1ile~ a,yay frOJll a railwaY. \Yill 
the Secretary for I'>ublic Lands sa·" thar il' 
1~ j)O~;o;jb]c f~)]' n ~mall farffi('l' tu fiTOW pro­
due-l' under ~nrh conditions, cart it oyer l)ad 
rnrld~. and then pay inrrr-as.cd far0s and 
freiq;ht::? Tf tr.e~c large c~tatcs w1Ji-ch I 
h8YC uJcntioncd \YCl'C f'ut up. and ~nch 
frrrmcr~ \Y('rt' ~,,ttJcd on thcnl alon!2:~id0 r-xif;t+ 
ing· raihYays, it ''""ould be to tlH•, ach-anta~c 
d th<' pooplP of Queensland in eYer0- \Yay. Ii 
i:"3 Ditifui to sec ntcn tr~·ing to grow n1aizP 
nncl {·oiton nnrl other product~ long distance~ 
froin raihn1_n~. It i~ quite in1possible for 
tl)cll\ to rnake g-ood under those conditions. 
Thit~ i.s L matt0r 'Yhieh ~hould rt•eciYc the 
1lc~t ('OlF idt•ra tion of anv Goycnunent as 
qniekly as possible. · 

I repent that before IYC f'an gl't a 1narket 
for our prinHll'."' product3 1h0 GoYt'l'lllllPilt 
will haY(' to ronH' to thf' D''~i:-:tanrc of the 
Pl'Opk IYhD wish to build np the ''eC'ondary 
indu.srriPs of the State. The figuro~ to 
\'. 1,;, h I ha ye rderrccl cli.,elo,;e a co1Hlition 
\Yhich hn lurQ·eh· been bronQ:ht abont by the 
lnt0rfPI'f'llCf' o"f the GoYf'rnnl~:-nt with pr,i-rate 
{'apital h:Y t<~xatio!t and in lll<lll,Y nthcr way~. 
with tlw r0~ull tbnt expenditure lw~ lwPn 
('llrt"ll(•cl lJy 11lP!l "\Yho wt•rc prcpal'Pd to 
buiJd up s0ronJar.\T indu~tries ~ln{l PmplD~~ 
our o'Yn n1cn and find tnlark('ts. but who 
haYP bPen driYcn a1yay tn ::\py; South \Y·alc's. 
<lllcl \~i("tnrirr. and f>\-f';l to o1hcr peat~ of the 
1\-nr!d. T hopP thut the GoY('l"llll1f'tlt IYiJl 
tnkp ail th('~C' u~aHor~ iuto ~crion:-; eD!l-idern­
tion. thal they ,,-ill drop th0ir ''lll]Jid polic~­
(lf ~oriaE~ntion. ancl att<•mp1- nt lPa~t to put 
thi:::. Sta10 on a lmsine~"- footlu_g aud run it a~ 
<:! Stnt0 f'honlcl Le run. 

Tlw i'iECRE'L\HY FOR .\GRICT:LTlTE 
I!Jon. \\'. :'\. Gilli<'-. g,trluun): I snpp0''' 
thut p<~rlianwntar:'-~ cDnrrr;;;..\· dPmand~ t1Jat. 
ns leadPt' of tl10 }J.onst• at thC' lll"C-sent time. 
I should s t~~ a f0\\' word~ in l't.•p]y. Conunon 
courtc . ..;~v in parlia 1nent ar~· prof'E"'' .. hue 
<IC'mands. too. that the leader of the Oppo-i, 
tion ~llOu]d haye at ]east giYcn n1e ::'Otne 
Jloticf' of his intC'ntion to n10YC his a1ncnd~ 
mont. 

I 'Yant io say right here. hoY\-0Ycr, 
1-hat I urn not ' in an~· 'yay perhubcci 
at tlw anH•ndment to the Address in H.eply. 
110r do I or the GoYC'l'JlllH'nt tak(' the 1nattcr 
::-;priously. If any proof ,yere needed of 
tho \\'ant of sineerit\· behind the motion 
for \Yant of confidr;ncc proposed to be 
~ont to Jlis Excellcncv. it i~ to be found in 
the fact that during' the afternoo11-and 1 
haYe li~toned to 11Jost of the :"pPc•ehcs-YPry­
l irrle interest ha~ lwcn tak(1ll in tlH• {lohat0. 
EYon ''""hc'n thP lr•adPr of the Oppositiou 'n1s 
tuoying the 1notion only three or four of his 
:.upport::rB v-('l"(' pr0sent. and th0 Gou_•t'TilnC'nt 
part.\ certainly did J:,Jt take the llJaltcr Ycry 
.;;;.Priotisl~Y. 

l\lr. }[ORGAX: Thf'l'(' are only four Uo,-t•rn~ 
Il!Plli supporter;;; there 110\\·. 

1\h. KERR: \Y c harl ai kast fourh>rn lH're 
\Yhcn the !eadN of the Opposition was 
f'Pf'aking. 

'The SECRETAH.Y FOR AGH.TCD.TCRE: 
It is a well-knmYn fad-and I think it ig 
well kno,Yn to Pa.rlinmcntari<JI1s like· thoso 
Yrho intprjpctc(l .iust 110\Y-that wht1 ll a _Yote 

nf censure is before the House. all lmsmec-s 
stands still. On a proYious occasion when 
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a votC' of con~nrc \Ya'-' llH.1YPc1 in thi-" Hou;;c, 
mY late 0stcenterl leader, tlw Hon. T .. J. 
H.~·an. c-alled att0ntion to the inconsistenc:: 
aud the "\Ynnt of sinceritv in those who nwyeJ 
it by relating the fa'ct that during the 
cmTencv of tlw ddJatp lw awl othPr ~\Iinis­
ters ha;! been a]Jproachcd by country mem­
bers anJ a:::kocl to go and open sho\Y::> in their 
di~rrirt a fortnight nnd three weeks ahead. 
If tho~C' hon. mc~n1bcrs had been sincere 
and belicvNl that the Yotc> of censure would 
be carried. the·. would not have made such 
arrangcnH'nts. ·This afternoon, \vhile I wa-:; 
sitting on this bench, son1e hon. rncrnbcrs 
frorn the Salll(\ parry approached n1e on 
GoYcrnnH•nt and de11artn1ental btt~incss. 

:\1r. li.IORGAX: Is JJot that playing rather 
lmv down., 

Tlw SECRETARY FOH. AGH.ICULTUH.E: 
In listening to the futile criticism anrl the 
rrory platitndl'S of hon. ll1C'rnbcrs opposite, 
and in notici11g that they llaYe to go back 
it'll or Jifteen vcard into ancit-nt hif'torv in 
o1·der to produ~c-e sor.r1e eYidellt'C to HUp,port 
the want of confidence nwtiou, and tlw con­
tradictor;c nature of their complaints, it 
'truck me that the Opposition resembl<>d yery 
do,ely a certain clog that the law H.ev. Dr. 
Spnr::;con ~., 1·oh~ about. A farmer had a dog 
which howlc·cl all the timc> it ,,yas on the 
chain~ ancl \Yfl~ perfectly rniss'rable \YlF'll it 
\.~.as h•t loose. Prcyjously, ho11. n1cn1bcr:-; 
oppDsite \Yho haYe bePn ('l'iti('i~ing the 
Gon'l'lllll(•nt this aficrnoon ·were perfect]~' 
micnrable because theY said the credit of the 
<'Ollntry had been rui1ied; now thPy arc pPr­
fN·tl:, unhapp;- and an; ho,ding because thf' 
Prl'Inicr ]Jas accolnp1i~hcd the al!nost s.upc-r­
lnnnan ta~k of undoilH£ the work of their 
(lc]pgation. :\{Jt onl:,· \,-a~ that de,legation 
respmbible for the trouble, but the delega­
tion and their friend~ 1vho sent t1H'In tlwre 
continue to foul th(~lr O\YD ne~t. ThPY were 
unable' to 'top the buo!t fire that 'tarted 'befon' 
it reac·hecl thc' proportions ir did re>ach on the 
other sidP of the \vorld. :::\ot onlv did the 
l'rPmier of Qnct>Jls!ancJ ltaYC a moet difficult 
task Dn that account. but it wa::-:. tnade n1orP 
difficult for him bv Ton- Governments thirt v 
or forty years ago ~in boiTo\Ying large sutns D.f 
loan n1oncy without 1naking proyision for 
~inking funds or the tnaturing of those loans 
ut an opportune tinw. :::\nt only was the i"ask 
a difficult one, but it \vas one that no other 
Premier has had to face. and lw mccP<'d<'cl 
in a. rnarkcd c1cgrec. 'lllrl bccau~c lw 
;;;nccecd('d l1on. nlentbpr..;; oppo;;;ite, likt· Dr. 
Hpurg('on's dog. arc hovdiug now b('Canse 
of his sncccs,. Those 'vho haYe criticisc'd the 
unclcrt aking ,,.0re Yt>ry loud in their f'ondern­
uation of thP Gove!rlllllC'llt going to An1Prica 
for nwne~-. Thc'y tall\:('d abonl s~'YC'ring the 
silkl'n cord. dislovaltv, all(] tlw influ0llce 
that Arnerica would haY(' OYer thls e·ouniT\7 

jf \Ye opeuPd up fi11ancial nC'g-otiations \Yith 
that f'OnDh·~-. :\ow they haYC 1}H~ SI'OS-.. 
cheek and brazen efl'ronter,\ tu snggt..'f't that 
1hc PrPrnicr :-;.honld not haYe gone tu Lond-)n 
to :...t'Cll1'C ihP 1noncv thPrf' on faYont·ablL' 
tc·l'lll> for the ]JOO]Ill' of this Slate. hut should 
haYe gmw to "'""" Ymk. Ho•1. nwmbers 
011positc :-:hould take up OJH' at.titudt' or the 
01 hPr. and say th<~t tllP Prt•nliPr did riu:ht in 
.,f·cnring thP ;.('lH'\Yal of those' loiLils iu ·Gl'cat 

Britain. Ol' that the'!- wer{' wrong \Yhen the,\ 
eonde>m110d tlw Uon•rnmPnt in 1920 for 
goiEg· to Xew York to f'Cf'nrc n:onpy tll('rP. 
I an1 not roncenwcl abont th0 0!biC'..; or 
jdeas of good goYernrncnt as laid clo\Yll b.'· 
Iny 011ponents. The real question is: GiYC'Il 

a country and a people, the test of good 
goyernn1cnt is how can those people so goYern 
thentsPlYcs us to giyc the greatest a1nount of 
happiness to the ,;reat<"t number of men. 
\Yomen, and children within their borders'? 
On that te>t, and that test alone, the GoYel'n­
ment were judged at the last elections, "·hen 
they were returncKl \Yith a Yery large 
majority. The Government haYe done noth­
ing sinee the last elections to forfeit the con­
fidence of the people of the S'tate; in fact, we 
haYC eYidence eYery\Yhere of increasing sup­
port, particularly from the rural community, 
because of our policy of agricultural 
deYC'lo]Jmcnt. The 'a-called Country L'al'i~'· 
\Yhen th00· composed their differences \nth 
ihc :\iational paTty. surrendered all their 
Country party plankf'-I haYc seen eYidc~ncP 
of that this afternoon-and gaye o\·cr the 
\\hok control to the middlemen, exploiter>, 
nucl prolitec-J·s. If they had Lot done that, but 

had had sufficient. courage and 
[4.30 p.m.] maulincss they woulrl support 

the Government. who have do:oe 
so much for the rural community. I submit 
that the real test of g"OYL'l'nment is: ~\re 
the people lwite>r f0cl, a re the peopl<' better, 
housed. are the ;wople better elad, ancl. 
geuNally. are the people more comfort a bl~' 
situated 110\Y than they "\YC'l'C ten years ago· 
~, 1, hen the :--o-called ::\ational party \Ya-.. in 
)10\Yl'l'? 

:\I r. KERR : :::\ o, they ar" not. 
Tttl' SEC:RETARY FOR AGRHTLTL EE: 

TlH•rp c·tn be no rlonbt in thP 1nincls of anv 
1:Jir-1nindt'rl. 1Hif'l1is.rent nHtll or v ,)J):nn ii1 
thi~ S_tate that the ~-onnnon ]ll'OlJ]t~. g'l'Uel·n1ly 
:-.pPaknlg-, an• lH•tt{'l' otl'. I Jo not for a 
lll.Ol1ll'llt claiHt th::1t the• Labour GoYPrnmC'nt 
ha,-r~ nccolllplislu'd tlH• in1po'-'siLle. \Y~' haYe 
110t Groucrht about thf' millenninn1, lllll' a 
lwaY('ll on 0a1·th: but \\-ithin thP point:-:. of 
lirnitation of the ~.-slPlll nndcr whiC'h \Ye liYe, 
1 saY again 1n~ hnYe ncf'ornnli ,heel ,~er\~ nut eh 
11wrC than our lH"C'('t'des;-;oi::-3- diJ duri.ng the· 
\\"liole of th' ir hi>tory. 

:\..lr .. KE~~~~o: You lwYt~ ~pc.•nt far !.llOrc' l9an 
llWlH':: tlla11 ycnu lll"C'dPep-...;or~. 

The SEC'HETAHY FOR AGIUC't:L1TR£: 
I <:UJ: not voing to reply to the nnn1C'rous 
lmcldin!!," Trc.·a~u.rers on 1lw othPr side nf thz' 
Jlon.:;e 'who haYP critiC'l~cd ihr: fina11ciai ]Jo'"'i­
liou of the.' State. nnd thP negotiations 1nudc 
by the Pru11icr in l'C'gard to sc.'<'lll'illg a 
renl'wal of the loans falling due. b"!.lr I 
repeat ugain that fe\Y men, inside ol' Dubidc 
tl1C' IIou>l'. inc,]wdive> of thc•ir politics, 
c-on1c1 hD.YP done as well a;:; the Preniil'l'. aJld 
no n1an could haYe clone better. I . .;av d':!.·ain 
ihat 1hL1 positio:1 in regard to thosf. l~ans. 
wa-- hrong·ht ,;Lout ll\· Ton: Goycnnuents 
thirty ane"l forty ~:('HI'~· ngo. · ~lneh of ~hat 
ItlOIH'Y \Yas spent ill a \Yay in which it .,Jwuld 
not ha \-P lH'('ll ·~!Jf'nt, and no proyi.c ~ 'Jll was 
nwclP for tlw loan:-- falling· -due ut a ('('11-
,.Plli('llt tinu~. Tlw lwrcnlf''an ta~k of :--('t'Ur­

ing a l'f'Ill~\Yal of :-:'neh .a huge uJnount of loan 
n~on0y wn~ left to the prf'~ent PrPnll<'l'. :'!nd 
he a< JUitlccl himo;elf in the iask in &n 
ltonolii'abk and lm:-:inc~-"lik0 11Wllll('1'. 

}Jr. { 'oR:-:.En: \Yhai proYI~ion haYt' 1hc 
prth·('ll1 CiOY('1'1llllf'nt nwde for ihr:- rt•rl·"lllp­
tion of tlte L'-<Jll~? 

Tl"' RE{'RE'l'AHY FOR AGHI(TL1THE: 
I nm llVt !2;oin:1,· to rc;lllY. a~ I ~aid. tD the 
('l"it ici.'-illl of l)lu1<1in9: Tr;·a~ur0rs. TheY had 
their opportunity in clay-s gonf' by .to do· 
lwttl'r. but thP_v nPglPctPd it. They }Jracti­
< all:• clici nothin).: for th<' \Yagc-oarnf'r~. tht:: 
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farn1l'l'f'. th(' 1nlner~. or the pcop1o oi thi~" 
o-('OlJlltry-the ffi0l1 IYho arc carrying: Oll thP 
work of the' c•ountn-lmt left them to th0ir· 
fatl'. It was lcfr tc; the Labour GoYcrnntent 
to pLH·c• the \Yorker,, the farme1 ·. anrl r:l 
who arc doing u:sefnl work on a bette~· {eat­
ing than 0YC'r before. 

:!.Ir. :!.lmlG.\X: You do not bl'lieyc that 
your~elf. 

Tlw SEC'HETAHY FOR AGlUCL.~LTT'HE: 
Judging- by th0ir attitude and speecl1c-s, ti1c 
Oppmition '!ill de>en·c the title of i>c·iEp; 
the low '\vag;(_\ dear land, and profiteering· 
party. 

}Ir. I( ERR : 1:~ cu art• the ·wage rcduc0r~. 

The SEC'RETAHY FOH AGHICTLTCHE: 
Th('l'f> i,-,. am1JlC" cYiclPnce in support for !JIY 
~tate~TIC'llL rrhP { \_mntry Jlarty had .;:;onH' 
Mmb!ancc of a 11ohc,- befon~ thcv aHHtlo-a­
ll1atrd 1vith thP ~-at.ionnl part:-,., ·and .::t~1k 
t11eiv cliffpr~~net): nud hL•cnnH:o a l_,_nitE)d pnrt','· 
··while tlwv !ll"'''ened their scparatp entitv 
i·hc•y did_ haYL' .sUJnc idoa:-; about thP Lu·ntini; 
('{)fl1lilUDtty. 

0PPO~IT10X :!.lDIBEll: You don't like it. 

TlH' SE{'REL\ l{Y FOR .\taHCTLTI'l(E: 
Tho C'otJntr,\· pany ha:-< now bPell ab~~ll'bt·d 
hv tlw IniddlPtJ:PIL In this cih· of Bri~bruw 
ti;f'n' arc• more midcllPlllf"l ~nd profitef'rl" 
than in the citic'·- of SHlrlC'Y and ),.clt'laidt' 
t0~H·t hL'l'. . . 

~fr. CoR~ ER: TheY \Y('l'(.' (Tf'ah•tl b~· :''lE 
GoYel'·HmenL · 

The ~EC'HEL\HY FOH ACIUCCLTDlE: 
YN hem. nwmbc•r, opposip bittcrlv foug·ht 
thP lPgi..:;lation I PndcaynurPd to pu't on 'the• 
~tat'll'c•Tbnok ln tht' la t two Y('ar:-; to r0lllOYP 
the farn!('l" frcnn thP jnfinel~C(' of the pro, 
fit(•('r. The Country p<l.rt.-,, ha~ now been 
ah<orhcd aDd swallmYed UJJ 1"· the micldle­
n1an part~v. and \YC' haY("- thC. ~pectaf'lP of 
tho'-c men trying to gPt up RlH.l convincP this 
House thrrt the Go.-cmnwnt does not Jl05"(''" 
the con!itlrncp of th<' ]Wopl<'. In epit0 of th,. 
difficul.tics undN .,-hich '"" han• ha-cl to 
-contcncl-fhe+ of all the war, then the 
aftprJEath of >Yar. choug·ht. and the heri­
tao:c of job l"aih.-ay lines constructed 
b:v pn·•·iou0 Tory Gm~ernments. the flnan­
<'ial bovcntt. and the system of usurv 
obtaining tn··da~·-wp haYe. done lllOl'f' fo'r 
QuPPnBland during thP p0riocl we have b('en 
in officf' than was done during the preYions 
fifty Years of Tory aclminiHration. After all, 
ilw prosperity of Qnecn;.J.and depends on her 
nri1narv industrie.". Our secondarv indus­
tril'.< a;·e really only in their infanrv. The 
Sllf'CP"<.·f' of thi~ State depPnd~ Illainl.v' on hr-r 
prin1;1ry industric~. I \Vant to giYP a few 
figures. first of all. to show how the Tory 

-Governmr•nt spent the loan moncv that the 
present Premier \Vas able so snrC"essfully to 
renew. The loan was for £12.973,824. 

0PPO~ITJOl(; interjections. 

The- SECRETARY FOH .-IGRICTLT"CRE: 
J\'fr. Spc>aker. when this babble of voices di"­
eontinnps I shall be able to get on \Yith my 
~peech. 

The SPEAKER. : Order! I must ask hon. 
members to desist from undue interjection'. 
For some time th<'re has been a continual 
stream of interjections. 

:'Y1r. CORSER: And abuse from that man. 

The SPEAKER: Order! If mv call to 
<Order is nut obeyed. I intend to ·have the 
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hon. nwmhPr responsible remo.-ed. I hope 
that hon. mcmbNs .,-ill allo,Y the Secretarv 
for Agricnitme to pmceerl. The hon. gentle­
rnan is entitled to speak 'vithout interrup·· 
tion. 

1lr. CoRSER: \Ye do not want soap-box 
oratory; \Ve- \Yant politics. 

The SPEAKEH : Order 1 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:LTGRE: 
I thank You, ~1Ir. Speaker, for calling hon. 
membNs 'opposite to order. Their beha,·iour 
is cert<1inh- not Ycrv creditable. The onlv 
conclusion 'r can con.;e to is that n1v ren1ark~s. 
are 11ot acceptable. They are , certainly 
damaging to thC' so-called United party in 
this HousP. 

The tlgures I am quoting hayc been -up­
plied b,· the Treasury. The loan of 
£12.973,831 which was cmn·erted in London 
bv thu Prcn1icr wa:-; spent in Queensland in 
t!"Je follm1·ing way. I might mention that 
these loans werr• raised under three differc>nt 
Acts-1894 Art Xo. 1. 1884 Act :\"o. 2. and 
the Loan Act of 1889. The total expcndi-
htrcs \Yere :-

On Huii\Yfl~' con~truction 
On Dd0ncp 

£ 
8.695,834 

100.000 
On Loan deficits 155,000 
On Electric telegrapb 335,000 
On Ilarlmurs ami l'l\·ers 666.000 
On Immigration 1.400,000 
On Loans to local bodies 515.000 
On Public buildings 522,000 
On Roach< and bridges 285,000 
On \Vater supply 300,000 

Mr. KERR: Die! not om· GoYernment pay 
tlwir full interest before your Government 
came into power? 

The RECRETAHY FOR AGR.IC'CLTL:RE: 
Contain vourself. It is quitn safe to say tha.t 
of the £8,695.834 spent on railwavs. mnch 
'vas spent Dn job railways-for then .. was 
no " betternwnt svstem'' in those da vs, and 
th0re was no Public \Yorks Commission to 
inquire into raihvay con~truetion. 1\Iany of 
those raih.-a vs were built for friends of the 
predecessors· of hon. members opposite. and 
these arc the railwavs which our Torv friends 
are pleased to call the " Gone a.' million 
railways,'' Thev talk about the railways not 
paying, and say that an effort s~ould be 
made to place them on a sound footmg; yet 
thev dissent when it is proposed to increase 
freights and fares to bring about this objec­
tive. 

Gcncrall.\v speaking, our raihYays are the 
cheapest railwavs in the whole world. 
Further than th'at, the late leader of the 
Opposition. the hon. member for \Vindsor, 
in his policy speech last year .forecast a_n 
increase in railwav fares and freights. It 1s 
verv diflicult to , say how hon. gentlemen 
op])osite acted when 'they came togeJ·her ancl 
anangcd the differences between the two 
partif's, lmt I have evidence that. so far as 
the Countn· partv policv is concerned, it has 
practically' gone "out o( existence; the mid­
dlemen now dominate it. 

\Vith regard to the loan conversion. not 
onlv ,]id the bankers and the gentlemen 
rep!·eseming the commercial interests of this 
city gin• the Pr,.mier a very tltting farew.ell 
and express the wish that he would accomplish 
the work that he set out to do, but they 
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have also since expressed their satisfaction 
and pleasure at the consummation of hi" 
mission on the other side of the world. 
Practically every paper opposing the present 
Go,-ernment has been fair enough to recog­
mse that the Premier did splendid scn-ice 
for the country, and splendid service for tho 
people of this great State in bringing about 
a satisfactorv conversion of these loans. Not 

-only was he complimented by financial 
authorities iu this State, but he was corn. 
plimented by the gonrnor of the Bank of 
England and the London Pre;;s itself on the 
very satisfactory 1,yay in which he 1nanaged 
the most difti'cult ancl delicate negotiations 
-on behalf of the people of this State. 

I ,,-ant to gin• a. few figures with regard 
to the progres8 of agriculture sinco this 
partv has been in power. Thev show that 
the ~ memberf' of the " J erelui-ah n and. 
':stinking fish '~ par1y arc prepared to foul 
their O\Yll nest in order to secnr0 son1c 
political kudos and some ~rcdit in the eves 

-of tho electors, and that they are prepai·ed 
to damage this fair State. It matters not 
to them how much the rt'putation of thi~ 
fair State is darnag·ed. Like the del<wation 
thPy sent to Engla.;Hl in 1920. they ar~ prc•­
pared -at all times to damagc the fair 
reputation of this State. as ha::; bPC'll sho,yu 
by their spcp('hr~ this afternoon. I -want to 
quoto ~orr1c offieiaJ figur0::; to sho"- the pro­
grc~A agriculture. despite a ~cries {d drought 
years, has 111ade during the tin1c thP 
prr-.;;t•nt Govcrnn10nt has been in poWL'r, 
and also to show that tl1e uJ.!ue of a~ricul­
tural products in this bta1e has go~e np 
b~· leaps and bounds. and to show further 
that bccaust> of thP policy of organisation 
and stabilisation of prices brought in bv 
this party in the h'etlt of Opposition ancl 
('ountr.v party members, wo have been able­
to place agriculture in a better position and 
on a better footing· in this State than it is 
in any State in th<> Commonwealth to-day. 

Mr. S!ZER: What about the pink boll 
""V0l'll1? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE: 
'Tlw hon. gentlemal1 has probablv ~ot a 
touch of the pink boll worm on the brain. 
I will deal with the pink boll worm. and 
I will deal 'vith the hon. member too. 
'There are one or two members on that sidP 
of the House who, I take it. are fair-minded 
enough to want to know the exact progress 
that has been made with regard to agricul­
ture while the Labour party has been on 
the Trcasun benches. First of all the 
policy of the' Labour party is a decent 'wage 
to the worker, whid1 enables the worker to 
pay a decent price to the farmer for his 
-product, and secondly decent pricps to the 
farmer for his product and good conditions 
for the who)p of the members of the com­
munity, thereby making for the prosperity 
-of the State. In 1914 the dairy pro­
.:luds produced in Queensland were' worth 
£2,390,000. But despite the various diffi­
-eulties under which the dairv farmers have 
been working during the iast twenty or 
thirty years, according to the latest figur0s 
the industry to-clay ic worth over £7.000,000. 
That shows very substantial progreso, and I 
want to remind hon. members that the area 
under artificial grasses since this partv came 
into power has increasPcl by over 130 pei· cent., 
showing conclusively that the dairying indus­
try is making rapid progress1 and that this. 
party has been responsibl<> fo1· the progrPss 
-of this industry. The following table also 

indic.ates 'that great progress has taken place 
1n oul' prin1ary industries:-

" _.\gricultural Crop. 

1914 
1921 

" Primary Industries. 

1914 
1921 

£ 
5,670,000 

10,500,000 

£ 
59.000,000 
68,000,000 

":;o;-umlwr of Owners Cultivating. 
1914 22,000 
1921 24,500 

" ::'\umber of Cattle-owners. 
1914 
1921 

39.700 
48,700 , 

An 0PPOSITTO~ ;yJniBER : Do you take 
crPdit for that? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLT1:RE: 
The hon. member wants to know if I take 
credit for r he progress shown hy these 
figure~. I lcaye that to ihe con1mon tten~c 
of thp people. 

~'l.n 0PPOSTTIO~ l\1DIBER: \Vhat about wool? 

The SECRETARY FOR _\GRICUL'T'URE: 
The figures in regard to wool arc still more 
com·incinp:. and they show that the wool 
anrl sheep indn~try neyer was more .pro~­
pcrous. I saY that the test of good g·m·ern­
ment is whether the people are b<>tter fed. 
better housed. and better clothed. The Yer~· 
fact thrrt this Government, notwithstanding 
ihe financial difficulties, built over 1,000: 
homes for the workers last year under the.· 
new policy brought in by my colleagl!e thl' 
Secretarv for Public \Yorks-which 1s the 
m<l't lib;eral of its kind in the Commonwealth 
-~hows that 'Ye are endeavouring to hons#\ 
the workers of this State. 

The figures I have disclosed with regard t._ 
agriculture show that the agricultural com­
munity have a groat deal to be thankful for 
so far as the present Government are con­
cerned. I am not going to say that there are 
not some country 'members opposite. who, if 
thev were free to do so anrl could get n. 
numerical backing up in Parliament, '!':Ould 
not have done something for the farmer, but 
they are associated with traditional enemies 
of the farmer-the middlemen-and are tiPd 
hand and foot, so that they will never be 
able to do aonvthing for the farmers of this 
Stat<'. Th0v imow, of cour'>e, that there is 
no chance of carrying the country with them, 
but what thcv are alarmed about-and the 
same kind of alarm is to be found in the 
rank;; of all anti-Labour politicians and anti­
Labour newspaper;; to-day-is the rapid pro­
gress that is being made by democracy. 
\Yhat alarms these people is the fact that the 
principles of tlw true democracy are sound 
and im·incible because they are right and 
just. They know that democracy is gradu­
allv but sure!)· going ahead. \Ye may expect 
set~backs-all progressive movements get set­
backs-but slowlv and surelv democracy is 
marchino· forwarcl becausp the princinles of 
democra~v arc right. In 'fory Great Britain 
Ramsav ·:MacDonald is able to carry on 
beeausf. Hw people there realise that the only 
hope of p0ace in .Evrope is to haYe Labour 
Goyernments in power. Ramsay McDonald 
has earri<>d on in Great Britain without a 
majoritv in the Home of Commons, and he has 
been ablf' during the few months he has been 
there to do more. to nromote peace throughout 
thf' world than all the other Goyernments 
which have met at \VestminstN. In South 
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Africa. in France; in fact. all owr the 
ciYiHscd world) there is Cvidence to-da v 
of the gradual coming forward of the 
pcoplc"s GoYcrnincnb-. Under one na1ne 
or another the workers are gradually real­
lsing that it is their right to rllle in 
the interests of the workZrs and toilers. 
In the Yarious States of the Commonwealth 
there is onlv one Statc-l'\ow South \Vales­
that is not" ruled at the present time bv a 
Labour Goyernment. That is why those 
people who are represented on the other side 
arc alarmed and concerned. Hon. members 
of the Opposition make a noise and go back 
into ancient historv, and utter a lot of 
platitudes and shibbokths which thev think 
will confuse the electors outside: The 
Plectors submit GoYermnents to a different 
test to-day t)lan the} did when the party 
oppos1tc was m power. Thcv want the goods. 
Th9 Labour party in QLwensland have 
dchYered the goods. The place of hon. mem­
bers opposite is in opposition and there thev 
will remain for many a long 'day, unless they 
are able to put forward a policv which is 
democratic and whicl1 thcv have s"ome chance 

framed than all the other I~t>rties which ever 
carc·e into this House, and the indications are 
that tho people are realising that as time goes 
on we shall be able to do more and more 
for those 'vho toil. As Secretarv for Agri­
cultun'. it is my particular job to l.ook 
after tho \vorkcr on the land. and I beheve 
that there is evidence that the farmers 
arc waking up to the fact, and that the orga'!-· 
isaiion of the farmers brought about by th1s 
pa rtv is going to be the first step in the 
direction of gettin~ rid of the middleman 
rncl bringing the rn·oducer and the consumer 
together "for the benefit of both. \\"hat about 
the attitude of hon. members opposite to the 
fruit marketing scheme·: They opposed that 
bccausp their rniddlcn10n \Yerc concerned. 

of carrying into effect. They cannot agree 
upon a common policv or on anythinrr for 
iho lwndit of the poopie of Qneensiand." The 
\Yorkors, farn;·ers, 1n_incrs, small business 1nen, 
and the pubbc se1·nce have had some rea~on 
to .lw ,thankful to the Labour Government of 
ilns State. thou~h none of them maY ha\·c 
"'cured all thev 'rould like or ail theY 
dcserYe. ~ ~ 

\Yith regard to cd.tH'Utiou. IYf' recogni~P du11 
H h;~l?J,-~ cdueatcJ JH'oph• 1nakes for better 
r·on{hhcms. For that reason we have been 
ulJ!.c to find money for education and to-dav 
11'C spend considerably more th~n twice a"s 
much on the education of the children of this 
~tate as was spent b:<' the anti-Labour Admin­
Jotratwn. Their concern for the children of 
this Stat• is shown by the fact that thev 
stancd education .. They were not prepare,(! 
t0 look ~fter the chddren m i he way that we 
an' loobn~ after them at the pr,'sent time. 

I want i o say one or two words about the 
sugar industry. If there is any party in this 
House wh1ch should keep quiet about the 
sug_ar industry, it is the anti-Labour party, 
whJCh advocated black labour and said that 
the industry could not be carried on \vithout 
it; in fart. their ancestor." nwnurPJ the fle1J~ 
nf Queensland with the blood and bones of 
the kanakas, until public opinion ruled against 
them and required thr.t black 1 ab our should 
be sent out of the country. Then thev 
declared tl1at £1 2s. 6d. a week was too 
much for a white worker. Members now 
sitting in Parliament declared that £1 5s. a 
week. was. too much for a man to be paid for 
workmg m the canefields. \Vhat did they do 
nbout the sugar _industry? They left it to 
the tender merc1es of the Colonial Sugar 
Rrfimn~ Company, nnd it remained for this 
Government not only to protect the worker 
by allowing him to go to the Arbitratwn 
Court and providin~ for his adequate accom­
nwdC'ration. but al:-;o to prote<'t 1 he farn1c•r bY 
exh,ndillg the principles of arbitration to th'e 
price of cane and giving him the Regulation 
of Sugar Cane Prices Act. \Vhv did hon. 
m Pm bers not attempt to do something for the 
sug-ar-gro\\ .r when they had the opportunitv? 
I say that we have done these things. \V e 
have not talked about them-we have done 
them. \Ye haYe accomplished more in a 
ohort space of nine years, in spite of all the 
diffkulties with which we have been con-
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Mr. C'LHTOX: ::\o. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

Thcv said that it should not ha Ye been brought 
m. · :\"ow we ha Ye an organisation under that 
-~et whcrcb,· the growers themselves are 
wark,,ting tlwir own fruit, and because it 
has bpen a ~UCCL':3~. thPy say·-a~ the:v ::;:.ay about 
all our rdorms afrer they have succeeded­
that thcv belicYcd in it all the time. 

::VIr. CoSTELLO : It \Yas supported by the­
Conutry party. 

The SJ;X'RETARY FOR AGRICULTL_:RE: 
Xo1v I ,..,-alli to s:J.V one or hYo \Yords ubout 
\Yhat hon. 111PlUbCl~:3 0pp0sitL rll'C' pleased tO 
de:-cribe J..S tht~ >~ cotton bn11pJC'." I f:UlJllOSr:> 
that r]wy arc not pleased at the action which 
the Go~·,,rmncnt !,a Ye decided to take, 
becau thPv \Yonld otherwise haYC been ablo 
to get up i'a this I-I~nl:'C and (?Ccupy _four or 
Ji;;c or u~n or t\YeiYP day:-. 111 urg1ng the­
GoYL'l'lllllPllt to relax the Pinbargo on :ratoon 
l'ntton. and \Yotdd haYl' said. ·· \\"c rnadc you 
do it.'~ I ~av that thl:::. i~ another evidence 
of rht~ Jll'l'YL'l<t tlL'S.;, of hon. 11H.'I11bcrs opposite. 
lf \Yt' had no1 l't'lHOYCd the- Plnbargo. they 
1:onld haYP critici:;:ec1 u:::.: uud IIO\V, hcctu~c 
\\'C ha Ye: remoyed it or propose to re no Ye It, 
the.'· arc ho\Yling the \Yholc tin1e. l 1nal~c 
no apolo~~· for the lcgi~l~1tion bronght Ill 

la~t ~c.3.sion. bccau:::e I said then that the 
policy of the Goyernn1cHt \Ya~ " safety 
Jir;-::.t.'' rfh2 e1nbargo Oll ratOOll cotton \Yag. 
Lrong-ht in on the adYice of the c·s:pcrt6) 
,yho ';vcr'' hrought here to advise us. 

An ClPPOSITIO:\ }IDIBER: V cry poor 
C'X[JCris. ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I prcsun1c tha,t hon. JUC111bcrs opposite aro 
pkasecl that they adYocated ratoon cotton,. 
because tlw market for 1t to-da.'· happens 
to be at such a high ilgure owing: to tho 
fnct that the cotton crop in America. has 
fail(~d to a largo 0xrcnt. If these \Yisoacrcs, 
\vho urg('d the Go\'l'l'llmcnt to relax tho 
0111bargo because thL' fanners ')ay the~v want 
it and it \Yill haH· it. find in fonr or five 
years' tirnc that the 11ricc of ratoon cotton 
\yill drop to ,, price \Yhich does not pay for· 
cnltiYation with \Yhiw labour, they-as I 
think it wa,~-,yilJ not have such a lot to 
boast about.· It is onlv reasonable to expect 
that J!w Arbitration c,~urt in its wisdom will. 
!->OOncr o:· latf'l'. proYid<' an <nYard for the 
('Otton iudu~trY \Yhich \\·ill C'naL]c the ·workers 
in it to g"l't' a reasorwble liYing wage­
(Oppo~ition'- iutt'lTllpticnl)~Ll"eause no jn~1ustr:r 
in thi~ countrY js an\T good unless Jt. can 
pay a rea~ona"bJe wag0. That _is why \Ve 
al'l' cndl'aYouring to place agnculturc on 
a sound footintr. guaranteeing prices~ etc. \V e­
rcrogni:'e that that tin1c n1u~t f'OlllC, .and I 
hopo that when nn award 1s made m the 
cotton indu5try, and if in time to come th& 
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price of rntoon cotton lanquishcs m1d falls, 
tliP"0 people. -..sho thi':' afternoon arc making­
such an outcry oyer such a great Yictory, 
,,-ill be men enough to say that probably tlw 
GoYC'l'lll11PI1t \Ycrc right after all in advocat­
ing tlw growing of the bes,t. The farn1crs 
~a~- to-day through the new~papers and their 
rcpresf'ntatiYcs in the country, "\Ye want 
the cn1bare:-o r·ernoyed." The Government are 
going tu rcmoYc that embargo, but they \vill 
La,-c to protect iho:;:;c ·who ,~:ant to gro\v 
annual cottrm and who proc1uco the yory best 
article. because I bclic>vo ihat only by pro­
ducing- the v.•ry best article can Australian 
conditions b0 carrif:'d out in this industry. 
The GoYernn1Pllt arc relaxing the err1bargo 
because t1H~ fanners have asked for it, but 
if :in the course of three, four, or fiyc year.; 
it js pn_1Yed that ratoon cotton is a fa-ilure 
~---..n~ know tlnH it is generalJy inferior to 
annual eotton-then hon. members opposite 
who ha-..-e ~aid t:'O n1nch this afternoon about 
relaxing the cm b<1rgo ,,-ill have tG takt' the 
responc:ibility of saying that after all the:-' 
1ver0 -..-..-rong. and the Go-..-ernmcnt w0rc• right 
in their attitude>. 

:\Ir. SrzEH: An' the Gon:.-rn:ncnt going to 
compeneate thcbP \Yho olwyecl the la\Y' 

Tlw SE~'RE'L\HY FOH AURICTLTDRE: 
CiYC' notic<' of that qne"tio11. (Opposition 
laughtN.) I might mention that, when the 
Cotton Inclustrv Bill \Yas lwfore the House 
last )·car it ,\·as "'pported b,v the lea.ckr 
of the Oppo,ition and b:c th<> hon. member 
for Oxl(•y. The l>ltter g·entkman went to 
the old coull1l'\- with thC' one intention of 
findiw: out all 'a]Jout ratoon cotton. awl has 
cablc>d ont to ""' that the ratoon cotton 
0n1bargo ;-;bould b.C 1naintainPd. and he has 
not cba11gc'd bi." -..-iew \Yilh l'Pgard to that-. 
lia-..-iug pointt•d ont the incon:;;i~te·ncie, ant1 
the hypocrisy of hon. n1embers opposite 1'\'ho 
haYE~ ~pokt>n ihis afH'rnoon on tht~ Yote of 
eensm·<'. RII(I lwvin~· c1ealt with al1 tlw othrr 
Jnattl'r~ rai~(''-1. I dP~irc to say to the countr~,, 
that th0 polic~- of the GoYt .'·nnH'nt i~ ~oun~l 
and jusL ancl that \Yl' continue to stand for 
a fait· deal for dH~ pPoplr~ who arc doinrr 
u~rful \York jn this connh·Y. b 

, GOYERX,IJ::\T ::\lDIBER~: li0ar. !war: 

::\Ir. \'LAYTO::'\ (Trirlt lJ!/.If): I haw nnwh 
plea:-urc> in supporting thP Yotc of censure 
moved ll\· the lcadn of th0 Opposition. Tlw 
Acting PrPlllier. in speaking, said that \YC 

Wf'l'P not taking- hi~ rPlnarks in un acC('ptablc 
wny. ::\c~tun-d.ly we WPre 110t, because he wa:-; 
failing to dPtll "·ith th0 criticisn1 ad-..-ancPd 
from this side of the House. He evaded all 
tlw critieis:11. and flt th0 conclu-sion of his 
r;pcr•ch n pologi~ctl for l1itnself and. l1is Go­
n_TlHncnt fm· thc>ir action in connection with 
ratooJ! cntulll. I do not thi11k thP Actinc:r 
PrPmi('J' i~ in L:..-onr <Jf ratoon cotton. and {t 
Y'.ClS Ollh· t]JI'OU! .. dl tlH' fig·ht that t}H' ~f'lltral 
QuPt·n....;LJlld cot lcn--gl'OW('l':-\ pnt np. n;1d tht' 
fight put np Ly hon. nE'rrllH'r~ on thi~ ~id<·. 
that he ''"'" l'Olllpr·llcd tu lift th,, ban. 

Eflch ~pcuk<>r oppo~ite ha-s congratulatf-J 
thP- Pn'lnir·r on hi~ achiP-..-Plll<'nt in rf'nf'\Ying 
thf' 1Dan wheu l1(~ wa~ iu Lonclon l'f'Cf'ntlv. 
but th0~~ ft'r!..!.·f't that thP troublf> was brought 
on b .. \ the Prt'llliPr a11d his party. 

IIo!l. :\I. .T. KrH\\' IX: You cannot \\ash 
your haud.' lik<' that. 

:Ylr. CLA YTC·::'\: Thn0 wNe ollwr l'rc>­
Inier:-- going- hun1t· for loan n1oney ab{)ut the 
;;.an1{' timl' a:-:, uur Pr<'niiPr. but 'the Queen.-;­
land Premier is lH~ing n1atlt' a lwro of 
bceau~p he gut rh'-' nJoJwy. but- it is forgott0n 

that he 1wrl to pav a higher ratr be(:a11':3t' of 
cc·rtain l<•gi:;;]at ionL that h0 introduced into 
thi:-; 1IcnP·t'. and which \YC on this ~ide 
Y:arncd hin1 \vould rpact on him 1n the 
futnn•. \YP haYE' the DlOYcr and the 
~Pcondei' of the Add rei':;; in H..t ply sa~~ing tbat 
pro,;]Jrrit\' c>xish in Qurrn,land. ltnd that 
the po2ition of affair.:; iB 1nfinitd;; better 

no1Y than in ~-cars gonf> by. 
[5 p.n1.] There n1av bt' an artificial 1vaye 

o, prospe.ritv. bui \Yh~, should 
dwrP not bt:. when the GoY('rlllllPnt are 
spcn,Jinc: >t!Jout £3,000.000 of lmm money 
Nl('h year ·without- Illaking any lH'OYision for· 
thC' d<-1~' of red-:oning? 

QppQ>TTJOX :\lDIBERS: Ilc>ar. hear~ 

)fr. CL'\. YTOX: The people are not satis­
fwd wiih the conditions that exist. Thel'l' 
.are cYident signs of diecontrnt rig·ht through­
out tho length and brPadth of Queensland. 
:\Inch has lwen eaicl about ihe primary pro­
ducr'r. but in certain industries there is no 
more di,contentcd man to-dav than the 
prinutr:-..~ producer. There is discontent in 
the Police Force>. the railway employees arc 
at the throat of the Government making 
certain dernand~. the wages of tlw rai1wa~ 
0rnplo~-cQs ha-..-ing bet'll reduced as \Yell ns 
the \Yagcs of the Go-..~ernnwnt cn1ployces 
genera1ly. The tnnttf~r of ~-..-age reduction 
earne ll!) nt the Emu Park Labour ConYPl1-
hon la~t ~-('a_~_·. Ahhough it Waf' adopted 
there>. I \\'Onld like to quot0 from the 
" .... t\d\'OCD1 " .. , the organ of the raihYay e1n· 
nlovee~. a n~~olution that \Ya" Lrought for­
~ya;· 1 and dehah.•d there on thi~ subjCrt-

.. Thnt thf' GoY0l'l1111C'llt restor(' the basic 
\Yngl' of £4 5:;;. p0r wec'k nntil snf'h tin1e 
;1s th·) ArOitrailon _.._.i,('t is ~nnended to 
iudnd(• [l ]Jl'OYi~ion that ihc basic 1-..-ago 
bP fixE'd on the standard arriYecl at by 
thP Piddiagton Conn11is~ion. '' 

Tho "_.,\flyocatc•" ]Jrint-~ tl1e diYislon list 
:1 t ti10 reqnc .1- of a num her of HH'Inbcrs of 
thr' Qnr .'lh'hn<l Hailwa:-' 1'nion for the infor­
ln~ction of !lH'nlb0r:; ~CIH'i'a lly; .and for the 
lwn<'fi.t ol' 11D1L nlCinber~. and f;O that- ·we can 
llfl\'(' it rPeorded in ·• Ilan~arcl," I \Yould 
likP to rparl out how tlw nll'm hers of the 
Goyern1ncnt parry- 1Yho \YPl'C' t1H•rc .as dele~ 
!..!:at<-':-; Yoted on that all-inl})Ol'tant qut>stion. 
\Y c haYl' in the list of wage reducers the 
names of :\Ies~rs. '1'. \Vilson. D. A. Glodson. 
.J. Dash. E. G. Tlwodore. J. Larcombo. T • 
. \. Folr"·· .T. ::\Iullan. A .. J . .Jo1ws, T. Dun· 
stan, G. JlarbC'l'. V. J. \Yinstanley. \Y. 
::UrCornwck. G. Carter. T. Fal'l'ell. J. St<Jp­
ford, and G. Pollork ::\DI.L.A.; also R. J. 
\YcbstPr, the Labour candidate for ::\anang•, 
and other'. 

::\f!'. FRY: \Vhni do yon say they Yotcd 
for-lcnrE'r wagl'S? 

Mr. C'LAYTO::'\: Yes. thos<' are the> mrm­
lwrs of the GoY0rnnwut and \YOuld-l)& 
mc>m bcrs \Yho volt' cl for the rpcluction in 
·wages. ThPn' \Y•'r(' 011l:v hYo lllCtnbcrs­
nf the GoYernmcnt party \Yho Yotcd for 
it. and thC'Y wore ~Ipssrs. ~I. .... --\.. Fcrricks 
and H. L. (JarileY. I admire thosP two hon. 
lllPlllbPJ':-' for the' !'.t-and the-..- took. because 
<'YPl.Y OlH' of ihc lwn. niC'lllh,er~ on that ~ide 
of t'hP ]louse pron1isPd th0 p]Pctor~ when 
~ceking· their :-nffrrtgf'~ that lH' would do 
('Y(~l'_vthing lll' 11ossihly could in the interests 
of the workf'l's. \Ylwn thl'Y had an oppor­
tunity of doing son10t-hing. 'thi:;; i~ \Yhat they 
rlid: That di l"ision list .,hO\YS P:-cactlY who 
are tl10 fri<'IH1s of the> \Yorkc>re. I haYC clone 
se>rvice to a great n1an;: \YDrkers in haYing 

JJ1 r. Clayton.] 
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those nan1c:;.:. in:-:;crtcd in "I-Iansa.rd.'' so that 
thP\. ean "'C who are their fr.icnds m this 
Hot!Sl'. 

l\Ir. J-IYXES: Th<' only thing· ~-ou people 
won't do for the \Yorkers is get off their 
.backs. 

!\fr. PETERSOX: You ha Yt' bcrq1 on then!. 
'for a long while. 

:\h. CLA YTOX: The Acting Premier 
·dPalt with the question of the cotton indus­
try. It is plc'asing io learn that the Go-.-ern­
ment arc going to lift the ban on ratoon 
·cotton_ berau:"c lt is essential in the interests 
-of the cotton inc1ustrv tlutt we should be 
allov:cd to harn'st anr\ market ratoon. The 
Actin~:~: l 11'Clnier at a conference tho othcl' 
cl a v tboug·ht he could round off the who!l' 
n1itte_._· b.~~ ~-in1pl,v saying to the delegates 
pn,scnt. " Let bygones be bygones. and let 
1lf' work together in the best interests of the 
State." I \\·oulcl just like to read one 
in:::tancp of thousandS- of isolat{~d casel4 show­
ing hmY the gro\Y·'r suff('r<'d throug·h the 
aeriou of the Labour Go.....-el'!l}l1\-nt in placing 
the ban on rat')<':1 cotton. The instance I 
~nl quoting i:; oi a gro"'er in the \Vondai 
<listrict. ~'l. settler \vho is a larg-o cotton­
grmver made this statement to the \Yonclai 
concsponclrnt of the "Daily 11ail":-

" ' In 1922 I planted 1.000 acres on 
lle\d- ft'llccl scrub.' lw ,-aid. 'It ncarlv 
all cliccl and had to lw replanted, an~! 
cYcn a ihird time up till Christmas of 
ihat Y('lll'. rrhcre WaS S0111C rain and a fe\V 
plants lived. which. when picked, showed 
a ,-erv small profit. In 1923 I made 
arrangon1cnts V,'jth ~har(' farm-ers to 
Pradicate the ratoon cotton and plant 
seed cotton. ThC'v hoed out the ratoon, 
;;;mnctin1c~ a:::; d0cp as 3 inches, and 
planted seed cotton between the rows. 
J<:yentually they gave it up, for two 
reasons: One y, as that the ratoon cotton 
beat them. they could not keep it clown; 
tht' other reason was that the seed cotton 
died. Then. in orciN to comply \Yith 
r0gulations. I let the cattle in and sowed 
Rhodes grass to get a burn.' " 

That was on account of the law that came 
into force at that time. This grower obeyed 
the law. and you wiU sec how he suffered~ 

" 'The ratoon crop would easily haYe 
netted £2,000 after picking. I walked 
with one of the inspectors " mile to the 
-end of the cotton field and bark again, 
and we only discoycred one grub. Then 
in 1923 I feUed 1.100 acres of forfeited 
prickly-pear selections, thus eradicating­
the pear. turning- a national pest into a 
national asset, and planted the area 
with cotton. Drv weather killed a lot. 
It was rcplantPcl and a lot more died, 
and all missPs wPr<' replanted ag-ain. 
Then rain fell in Februarv and March. 
<~nd tlw plantings promised to be a 
splendid crop. experts estimating- it 
would vielcl 750 lb. to 1.000 lb. to th<> 
acrP. --'-\ frost can10 at Easter. and n1or0 
frosts towards tht> end of MaY, ,and I 
doubt nmv if it will go 300 lb. to the 
aere. l~Yer~T sort of pest seems to be on 
it slight!~-. while the preYions year's 
crop as ratoon of 1,000 acr<>s. as stated 
previously. is quite d<>an. I consider 
next year this 1,100 acres of newly­
plantPcl cotton. if allowed to be ratooned 
and picked will easily yield 600 tons.' 

" \Vlwn asked 'if he would trv cotton 
ag<~in. :\fr. 1\IcConnel said: ' C'ertainly 

[JI-11·. Clayton. 

not. unless one could ratoon the previous 
.year's seed cotton. ConsiL1ering gro1Yers 
cannot be supplied with uniform pure 
seed, I think it hard lines that first 
ratoon shoulrl not be allowed to be 
picked.' 

" PER1IISSIOX C.UJE TOO LATE. 

" \Yhen pen11is~ion was granted to pick 
11nd forward ratoon. most of the lint on 
'\Ir. McConncl's area had fall<>n to the 
~;round, and pickers were unable to n1ake 
wage~. This meant a serious loss to tho 
11·orker. and unless till' Go,·ernment 
1ccompcnscs J\{r. l\fcConnel he will suffer 
a great. losf:. ThB (:.an1e applies to other 
grower~ i!l rwwly fcliNl rcrnb land. 
Therefore. the State has lost thousands 
of pounds r,.tcrling from this district 
<done. and the picker< have lost an 
opportnnity of a wider scope of cmploy-
111Pnt. On the occasion of Colonel EYans' 
visit. :-~on1e rnonth:-; ago. tlw BoondounHt 
1.100 acre block ,;as inspectNI. It showed 
a fine healthy growth, was remarkably 
\vl'll boiled. and a striking- feature was 
the absence of g1'ubs ,and oth<'r pests 
'vhich plavf'd such havoc with the ftrst 
year's plallting, wh_ich was t_t1so inspected 
011 the sarnc occasrOll. Thrs absence of 
pests has put all tlw Pxperts' opinions 
in th0 :;,hade. when it is n~niomberocl on 
their ach·icc the Government made the 
quest ion of pests one of their excuses 
whv the~,, woultl not ('ncourage the gro\Y­
jng~ of r~atoon. 

Th£' point i~ thi:-;: The Uoyernrncnt put a 
lJrt11 on ra to on cotton and made that bEl n 
:he Lnv of the land. This cotton had to 
bP pradlcated. :iYiany growers did not obt?-y 
the law. and the Government allowed them: 
to harvest :>ne! sell their cotton: but those 
men who obeyed the law. as this man die! 
when he let his cattle on to his cotton . .lost 
aH the money that thf'y expected from their 
c·0p. Are those men going to get any 
compensation? I want to know how tlw 
Government are going to treat the men 
who obeyed the regulations and snff<>red a 
considerable monetary loss. I thmk wo 
should bring that matter strongly before tlw 
Government. and see that thes0 men get 
justice. 

'fhere is another matter in the Gov<>rnor's 
Speech in w hi eh I am p.a,rticLllarly interested 
ou account of the needs of my electorate, 
and that ;, afforestation. In the Gympie 
district. we have n very large area of land 
reserved for State fore~try purposef'. Sotnc 
time ago that district wa.s 8imply a !)old­
producing district, but owing· to the failure 
of the mineral wealth we had to engage 
in rgricultural pursuit~. and we haYc· tlone 
exc<>edinglv well. \Vhen I state that the 
value of the primary product' at the pre­
sent time is g-reater than the annual value 
of the g-old yield was in thP pa,t, hon. mem­
bers will ag-ree that we ha V<' expanded very 
largely th<>re. especially i1; tlw outsi.de dis­
tricts. \0Vhat we complam ahout 1s that 
the GovNnment have shut up to0 much of 
the rich ag-ricultural land which is adjacent 
to existing- railways. Inst€·a<l ?f sp<>ndmg 
huge sun1s of n1oney in construchn~ ra~h,:ay~ 
into areBs where the rainfall is vCl'y hmtterl 
and conlined to about two months of the 
year, the Gov0rnment would be wise if ther 
sent an officer thl"ongh these State forestry 
reserves to ascertain wheth<>r they could not 
relea>e some o£ tlw land for agricultural 
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purpo~es. T~e follo\Vjng figures ·will sho\v 
the area that IS locked up as State reserves:-

Acl·cs. 
Fourieer:. forests with a total 

ar2a of 87,075 
Thirty-six timber forests with an 

area of 216,386 
Xational parks with an area of 106 

Total reserves ... 303,567 
'That is the area r0srrYecl for reafforcstation 
purposes. Although I believe in reafforesta­
tion to a ccrta in extent, I think the 
Government \voulrl be wise if thev were to 
release omc of this land so that· we cou!J 
settle people oE it. The land is exceptionally 
good. Only r0cently a private cstato up 
there was cut up, and it brought a higher 
pnce than £1G an acre, That shows the 
value of the land th~ Government arc t!·ing 
up, and. I trust tho Secrr•tary for Public 
Lands \Hl! listen to tlw representations that 
are made from time to time by the hon. 
memb?r f?r ~~,vmpic; and the p~ople in the 
Gymp1e d"tnct·, ann do· somcthnw to allow 
some of this land to be cut up" for closer 
settlement. I _om eontinuall_v recei,·ing 
!~Hors from mdtnclna], and from nssocia­
t~ons in rcf!'ard to thiR matter, but the 
:B ore,tr,v DPpartmcn~ cannot sec their \V ay 
to ass1~t us 111 any d1rection at all 
. "\Vhilo I a•n "'; the <]uestion of. afForesta­

tiOn, I would like to bring a matter lwiore 
thTc IIonse that 1 bi·ou[(·ht fonvard last vcar. 
yv c· arp thr0atc•ncd with n ,!Jortaw' of ti;nbe1· 
Ill QueenslRnd. C'~pccially Df pi11e logs, yet 
n;embers of the Gnn•mmPnt know fnll well 
tnat at a pia<" cai!ed 2\lanumlmr, 36 miles 
fro1n GoomP~I. IYC' have a vPr;\~ large area 
he)d by thf' J• Mc·otry Department.. which con­
tains 120.000.000 Feet o; matured timber. 
T~at Is 111 addition to the timbcr held on 
pnvate c'tateR adjacent to that area, and it 
wonld be a verv Wl~P lhing if the Govern­
n:J('nt \Y~rp tD f'01JnPct ·with that area lrv a 
l~i!ht miiw:;v so that we c-ould gPt to that 
ttmber. I Juwe bePn informed, through thf' 
Fore~_tr~v DcparimPnt that '\vhen one n1atured 
tree 1s removed :"aturp provides that three 
young-;r tn•;•s IYil~ cot_nc un in its plaf'e. 
Thcrerore,. ="atm·e '' ·rlmng the work that the 
Gor0rnm0nt are f:pendino· rnanv thousands 
of poun?~ on in .and arot7nd G.vlnpic. That 
~~f'rub wilJ. rr:turn an inf'on10 right from the 
<irrte that It I's cmmect.ed with a railwav and 
if that matured timber is cut out we' 'shall 
~aYe_ another scrub coming on. FurthermOl'C\ 
I~ wd,l he the nocans of allowinrr us to g·ct 
hmbcr m to the sawmills in JVT aryboronrrh 
and Bt~ndaberrr. and thus proYHle work for 
the workers th<'rP. vVe have three of thn 
most up-to-date sawmills in Queensland in 
Maryborough, and they onnot gf't 61lfficient 
t1mber to supplv their or•l0r·o. One miller 
there told me th" other nii!ht th"t he was 
forced to go down South and import 
2.000,000 sn1wr, fpf't of timber to supply an 
ord<•r m the :'-iorth. It looks rather stranrre 
when we have all this timber standino· thc;,:e 
that we cannot get the Government t;; mak~ 
that land aece,·ihle so as to allow us to 
remove an ass.':>t whic·h is f'Terv dav d1vintl­
ling in value o ,Ying to tbn tirnl;er bCino· in a, 
matured state. I, tPmt that matter .,';'ill he 
d0nlt with, and t'1rtt the Government will do 
something not onlv to relieve the sawmillers 
in M"ryborourrh, ·but something also which 
will be ·beneficial to the State. 

Another matter mentioned in the Gover­
nor's Speech is the dairying industry, which 

is not a1 lHCsent in th0 pro--~·pcrous condition: 
in ,,.hiclt \H' \Yotdd like it to be. \Ye havE~ 
been through -..-cry adyrrse season~.., but the 
Jlla:in tr-ouble is that ihc oycrsea Jnarkets 
han• bef\n hac1, and ''"" have not had the 
,j 2 bilisa tion of priees throug-hout Amtralia 
that '"c should have had. \Ye know that the 
(~ouneil of ...:\gTiculturc is ll10Ying· in that 
direction, and I feel confident that, if it 
can put a ,,·henlf' lwfore ::'dr. Bruee \vhich. 
lh0 law will rliow hin1 to a~sist in. sonlc­
thng- "·ill he dont' b,v the Fed;ral Govern­
nKnt. \Yh0n the Pri1nary Prouuccrs' Orga­
ni:;at_ion Bili \Ya'' going through. th~, I-Iou~e 
I, With other hon. 1nernber~ on this ~H1C, s.ard 
that ,,-e "·ould not be a!Jlc io bring about the 
taLilisation of the price of butter nntil it 

IYas rn~Hlc n.n An~tra1inn concern. and I \Vent 
f~;rtbcr and aid that \VC _,]wuld combine 
;'\cw Zcalancl in our moyement. Cnder the 
F('drral Con$titution w0 haYc free trade 
bc~t":e0n the State', and cflch State i.s allowed 
to romc into competition "·ith thQ others. I 
fr., our c.:! eh Stt~t0 baYing a board of control 
nrer its own affairf', and that we should all 
eo n1 biuc and haY(~ ~ r~'l n·cst'nto tiYe s oversca '"' 
to cpe that om· butter i, pnc inio cold >torflge 
~nd ."'old thrnu.rrh c·o-opcr~tiYo .agenrics. The· 
di:--irict I l'C'JHP:"<'nt i" to a g:·L~at extent a. 
dairying district. Tn the Gyntpic district 
"·e arc putti :1;,: UJ · one of the most up-to-date 
ffl('torjps. in Au:;;:tJ'a]in at a co~t of something 
like £64.000. \Y0 haYc provided that the· 
cmt of that fnctorv will ]myc to be taken 
f1 om tbe cream e;lliS. The Secretary for 
..:\gricu1tnrc rrfu~ed the hon. 111Cn1b\r for 
{\-oroora an adYnncc for the renoYatwn of 
the Gympie factory. The . hon. member 
rcfn~ed to apnroaeh th0 :Yhn1 "tcr again for­
tl~~i~cnncf'. and ihC' far 1llf'rs who v.·ill have to~ 
foot the l1ill. asc;i;tcrl Lv the influential citi-
7.011s who 'tancl for thf'. prog-rpss of the dis­
trict. are putting the factory up. 

The cost of tlw Council of Agriculture to 
clatl' amounts to betFeon £50,000 and 
£60.000. I ,(and for the 'Success of that 
Council. bnt it should be run on different 
Jir:cs. I ani a rnember of a Local Producers" 
/·~·:csoriation. and att('nd its 1neotingt', but I 
<lo not think thai suffici0nt businccc.s is done· 
at thosP meeting-s to justify many ne<:ple· 
eorninQ' the long .distance to the mcetmgs 
th&t they ha.-c to come. 

I contend that we Rhould make our Local 
Producers' .Associations 1nore sectional, so· 
that each association would deal with the­
industrv in which its members are specially· 
interested. 'l'he 01·~·onisation of the United' 
Cane Growers' Association is successful owing 
to this fact. The mcmbl'rs of the local asso­
ciations are all cane growers and the sugar­
question is discussed at their meetings, a~d 
their l'esolutions are taken to the D1strwt 
Councils and from there to the executive 
head. I think that, inst0ad of combining 
int1u:3trics. v:e should move in a sectional 
1• av. For instance, a majority of represen­
tatives on the Biggenden District Council 
are interested in the dairying industry, and 
ihe one sugar representative upon it has told 
me that it would bo infinitPI,v better if he 
could meet other delegates from a larger­
area at a meeting where sugar solely was 
discussed and allow the dairying section to 
discuss matters in connection with their own 
i ndustrv, I think a move in that direction 
\vould be bendicial to the producer and make 
for the better working of the organisations 
generally. 

.Although \Ye haYe the Government telling 

Mr. Clay-;,m.] 
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us that the:. arc going to do so lllllrh for 
the agricultural indu.'3tr:.- generally, ''Te have 
the salnc GoYcrnnlPnt earning along with an 
award for the cmployeec engaged in it. Before 
thev have achieved much that is beneficial 
the~ fanners arc• faceJ with the position of 
having to nH:ct a rlain1 brought forward 
in the Arbitration Court bY the Austra.lian 
1\.orkcr,! rnion. I know 'that the Council 
of Agrirulturc is going to i1nancc the 
farmers in f:~·hiin.:. the claim. and that excep· 
rion i:s being takJ'n to that course by a 
{'ertain section of the Labour party. l\Ir. 
Dunstun-who i- n~pre:::cnting the Australia11 
'\York0rs' l~nion and clOP'~ not know the 
conditions nnJer whirh the fn nn0r has to 
live or the limited income \\hich ihe dairv 
frtrmer and other>' are able to make-states 
that farming employees should receive the 
"ame wage" a'; "\vorkcrs in any other industry. 
I do not think anY reasonable-minded farmer 
is oppo'<•cl to pa'ying fair wages. but until 
you can stablisc the price he receiYes for his 
commoclitj" how on earth is he going to be 
able to meet the demands '"hi eh are being 
made upon him by the Australian \Vorkers' 
'Cnion 7 'Cntil something of a beneficial 
nature is done, ::ou will find that farmers 
will not be able to employ labour. and that 
the demands thal: are made will bo the 
means of putting more unemployed on the 
lalxmr market and thus be a detriment to 
Queensland. \Vhen "·e are placed in the 
position of having a certain income, .as in 
the sugar industry, we shall not object to 
going to the Arbitration Court, but until 
that is done we shall strongly oppose any 
claim which is brought forward. 

J'\ow I should like to deal with the fruit 
industry. The Committee of Direction are 
·working to a certain extent in a very satis­
factorv wav. and I am inclined to think 
that they in ay go further than is in their 
interests. They have provided, so far as may 
be, for the marketing of fruit right through­
out the length and breadth of Australia. 
Just now I want to confine my remarks to 
the banana-growing industry. That industry 
is one which at the present time employs 
a. great number, including returned soldiers. 
The Committee of Direction haYe moved in 
the matter of the limitation of agents in the 
South, but I am inclined to think-speaking 
solely of the banana industry-that, if they 
do not exercise the greatest care in such 
limitation, there will be a clamour by those 
agents and consumers for the introduction 
of the Fijian banana. \Ve trust that such 
will not be the case. I have a newspaper 
:report which reads-

" Sydney, 29th July. 
"A deputation from the fruit mer· 

chants' section of the Syc\nev Chamber 
of Cmn1nerce waited upOn the lVIinistcr 
for Tracle and Customs (Mr. Pratten) 
this morning. and asked for the free 
importation of Fiji bananas. 

"The ::'.linister, in reply, said th:>t he 
was in sympathy .with any object to 
supply bananas to the public at a reason­
able prier and suggested that the Cus­
toms Department might meet the 
importers in the matter of a rebate on 
' stalks.' So far as he was personally 
concerned, added the 1Iinister, as long as 
there was a reasonable industry in Aus­
tralia to support against an industry that 
depended on black labour, the present 
duty would remain on the statute-book." 

It is very pleasing to know that we have a 

[Mr. Clayton. 

::\Iini,ter for 'Trade and Cnstoms "~ho is going 
to give us p0rsonal consideration in that 
regard. ancl who emphatically states that he 
is going to ':·Upport white-f?ro.wn fruit_ in 
preference to black-grown frmt If h-> possibly 
can. I think the Acting Premier "~ill see 
that all the representatives from this side 
nre anxious to protect those engaged in this 
industry. The po>ition in the Gympie dis~ 
trict \vith regard to bananas is not a~ good 
as \VC wouid \vish, berau~c recently \Ve \Vc·rc 
troubled by a pest Hot very "·ell knmYn to 
the people of Queensland, ancl not very weli 
known bv the experts in the Department of 
"\ "Ticulture. In that district \YC are doing 
cv~rything- we possibly can to cope \Yith this 
disease, which is kno\Yll as banana rust. 
The hon. membPr fol' Gympic and m~~self 
approached th0 J\linistcl' recentl;\¥ with regard 
to takincr certain action, CLncl I n1ust thank 
the hon." gentleman for the "·a~~ in which he 
n1et our reqnosts. l-Ie kno\YS the seriousness 
of the position from wlwt "~e told him, and 
we want to imprebs upon him and the clepart­
Inent the necessity for pursuing those inYesti¥ 
p;<ttions, because I .am inclined to think that, 
lf we do not cope cffectiYely with this 
disease the existence of the banana mdustry 
will be' at stake. 'The Gympie district has a 
lot of fine banana land and depends a great 
{kal on the production of bananas. and if 
the pest is ailowed to ;:et a hold, then I 
can hal'dly imagine "·hat "·ill be the position 
of affairs in the future. 

The SPEAKER said: l7nder the pl'ovi­
sions of the Sessional Ordel' agreed to by 
the House on the 30th imtant and of the 
motion agreed to at an early stag<' _of this 
sitting, the House now stands adJourned 
until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m. 




