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16 Special Adjournment. [ASSEMBLY.] Question.s. 

WEDNESDAY, 30 JULY, 1924. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram, J1arecJ: 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QrESTIONS. 
ALLEGED DELAY IN TRANSPORTING SICK PERSO:l< 

BY RAIL. 

:::\fr. ROBERTS (Ea.<t 1'ooU"oomba) asked 
the Secretary for Railways-

·• 1. Is he aware that between Helidon 
and Laiclley on Tuesday morning a sick. 
person (a stretcher case), evidently await­
ing train iransport to medical attention, 
was not allowed to be placed upon the· 
vVc,tern mail train, but was made to 
wait for the next following train? 

" 2. \Vill he take action to prevent a 
repetition of such an occurrence in serious 
cases?'' 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Krppel) replied-

" 1 and 2. It is not correct to say that 
the patient was made to wait. Applica­
tion was made for the train following 
the Western mail (seventeen minutes 
later) to stop at a point between Gatton 
and Grantham to pick up a stretcher· 
case for conveyance to Brisbane, and this 
was promptly granted. Although not 
asked for, a first-class compartment was 
reserved, so that the patient and his 
mother could be made as comfortable as. 
possible on the journey." 

DETAILS OF RECEJ\T QUEEJ\SLAJ\D COJ\VERSION 
LOAK. 

Mr. MOO RE ("1 ubigny) asked the Trea­
surer-

" \Vhat are the details of the recent 
Queensland conversion loan, viz.-(a) 
Price at w hi eh issued ; (b) rate of 
interest; (c) term; (d) costs and expen­
se•; (c) actual cost per cent. to redemp­
tion?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McUormack, Cairns), in the 
absence of the Treasurer (Hon. E. G. Theo­
dore, Chillagoe), replied-

,, (a) £99 10s. per cent.; (b) £5 10s. 
per cent. per annum; (c) five years from 
1st July, 1924, or. at the option A the 
q.oYornment, in whole or in part, at any 
tm1e on or after 1st July, 1926, on three 
months' notice; (cl) approximateb £2 2s. 
per cent. The f1nal instalmentl ' cash 
applications was not clue until' 0 1st 
instant, and pending the r'·fi' >t of 
account sales tho exact amount car .cot be 
stated; (e) if redeemed in five cears, 
approximately £6 2s. Scl. per cent:, but 
see ans\ver to (d)." 

TITLE oF '· HoNOURABLE" FOR CABINET 
MINISTERS. 

Mr. KELSO (Nundah) asked the Premier-
" In view of the refusal of the Govern­

ment to recommend that the mayor of· 
Brisbane be designated ' Lord Mayor,' 
will he recommend that, in future, no· 
Cabinet Minister be designated ' Honour-
able'?" ' 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham), in the absence 
of the Premier (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
CMllagoe), replied-

" 'l'his matter will receive the considera­
tion it deserves." 

PANEL OF TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN. 

The SPEAKER : Pursuant to the require­
ments of Standing Order No. 13, I hereby 
nominate the following members to form the 
panel of Temporary Chairmen during the 
present session:-

Frank Arthur Cooper, member for the 
electoral district of Brcmer; 

Thomas Dunstan, member for the elec­
toral district of Gym pie; 

Da.vid Alexander Gledson, member for 
the Plectoral district of Ipswich; 

Frederick Lancelot Nott, member for 
the electoral district of Stanley; and 

Harry Frederick \Valker, member for 
the electoral district of Cooroora. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

PRESERVATION OF QUEEN:SLAND SUGAR INDUSTRY 
UNDER \VHITE LABOUR CONDITIONS­
NECESSITY FOR CONTINUANCE OF SUGAR 
AGREEMENT. 

The SPEAKER: I have to announce that 
I have received the following letter from 
the hon. member for Mirani :­

"Parliament House, 
" Brisbane, 29th July, 1924. 

" Dear J\.fr. Bertraln,-
" In accordance with Standing Order 

No. 137, I beg to inform you that it is my 
intention (on Wednesday, 30th instant) to 
move-' That this House do now adjourn.' 

" My reason for moving this motion is 
that I desire to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, as follows:-

The urgent necessity for a full and 
immediate discussion by this Parlia­
ment of the best m€ans to be adopted 
to preoorve the Queensland sugar indus­
try under white labour conditions, in 
view of the critical position facing this 
industry in the event of pres€nt arrange­
ments not being continued. 

" Yours respectfully, 
"E. B. SwAYNE. 

"The Honourable the Speaker, 
" Legislative Assembly, Brisbane.'' 

The SPEAKER : Is the motion supported? 
Not less than five members having risen 

in their places in support of the motion, as 
required by Standing Order No. 137, 

The u~''EAKER: Mr. Swayne. 

Mr. <W A YNE (Mirani) : I 1:> g to move-­
" That the House do now adjourn." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAND::> 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) : Mr. Speaker, 
I desire to raise a point of order as to 
whether the subject-matter of the motion read 
by you is a matter of urgent public import­
ance. 

Mr. VowLES: That is a matter for the 
Speaker to decide. 

The SECRET_ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I have a rig!1t to re-ise the question; the 
Speaker may decide in his discretion how 
to deal with it. I know that the rulings 

1924-o 

governing this qu-c:;tio,.;' are largely matters 
at the discretion of the gentleman who 
happens to occupy the Chair, but I want to 
point out that the practice of Speakers in 
both the House of Commons and the Parlia­
ment of Queensland has bE>en-and it is 
definitely laid down in " May"-that, if it 
is a matter which hon. members will have 
the opportunity to debate at an early date, 
such a matter is not to be considered a.s 
coming within the meaning of "urgent 
public importance." Now the qu€stion unde1' 
review is definitely mentioned in the 
Governor's Spec'ch--
Govr;R~ME::T MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
And hon. members will have an opportunity 
of dc·aling with this question during to-day 
or to-morro'v. 

GOVEHNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS·: 
I wish to call your att-ention, Mr. Speaker 
to the paragraph in the Speech dealing wit6 
the question on pagJ 3 of the "Votes and 
Proceedings" of to-day. You will see that 
the whole question of the embargo and other 
matters mentioned in the p•roposed motion 
will give hon. m€mbers of this House an 
opportunity to discuss the whole question of 
the sugar industry. especially the question of 
the agreement with the Commonwealth. 

GOVERNMEN'r MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
In support of my contention I ask you to turn 
to page 227 of the 12th edition of " May's 
Parliamentary Practice," dealing with the 
question of motions for the adjournment of 
!·he House on matters of urgent public 
Importance. 

Mr. MooRE: Are you going to move that 
the Speaker's ruling be disagreed with? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS; 
Th€ Speaker has not given a ruling. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! I called 
upon the hon. member for Mirani to continu<> 
his speech. The Secretary for Public Lands 
io quite within his rights in rising to a poini 
of order. It is for the Speaker to decide 
whether the point of order shall be sustained 
or not. 

Mr. MooRE: You have already given a 
ruling. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! I made 
a r<equest to the hon. member for Mirani to 
rise to continue his speech, and it is within 
the rights of another hon. member to raise 
a point of order. The Secretary for Public 
Lands may ask for a ruling on the point, and 
it :will be my duty to give it, and I intend 
domg so. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I quoted th2 page in " May" which deals with 
this particular question, where it is stated-

" The Speaker declines to submit a 
motion for adjournment to the House if, 
in his opinion, the subject to be brought 
forward is not definite, urgent, or of 
public importance. Motions for adjourn­
ment--" 

and this is the point I want to make--
" regarding matters for the discussion of 
which the Committee of Supply or other 
appointed business would afford an early 
opport•mity have been ruled to be out of 
order.'' 

Gov&RNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That is my point-that any matter that hon. 
members have a.n opportunity of discussing in 
the immediate future cannot possibly be dio­
cussed on such a motion. If it is a matter of 
urgent public importance-whieh I a.dmit it 
is, I am not going to deny the importance or 
the urgency of the question of the sugar 
agreement--this House will have an oppor­
tunity to-day or at latest to-morrow of die­
cussing the very question that it is proposed 
that members of this House shall waste their 
time in dealing with this after~<oon. 

The SPEAKER : The discretion is with 
the Speaker. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I raise the question because I recognise the 
discretion is with you, Mr. Speaker; still it 
is within the right of any hon. member of 
this House to raise the issue as to whether 
the matter is one of urgent public import­
ance, or at least whether it should be 
discussed to-day or to-morrow or on Tuesdav 
next. . 

Mr. TAYLOR: You should have raised the 
point earlier. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I !JOUl~ not h~ve raised .it earlier. Why I 
ra~se It n?w Is not particularly because of 
this questwn, but I can foresee that, if it 
becomes the practice to allow motions for the 
~djourn~ent of the House on every matter, 
IrrespectiVe of whether those matters are on 
the business-paper or not, then the time of 
hon. members of this House will be wasted 
in futile discussions. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Can there be a more import­
ant question at the present time? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not deny the importance of the ques­
tion. I do not want to argue the question 
at all. I want to ask you, Mr. Speaker, 
whether you, in your discretion, decide that 
this is a ma.tter of urgent public importance; 
and, having decided that, is it a matter 
that could not well be postponed until the 
m?tion on the business-paper which deals 
with the self-same question comes before the 
House? '.rhat is the point I wish to make 
-that ~he matt.:;r call: be dealt with by this 
House m the discussiOn on the Address in 
Reply to the Governor's Speech, and it is a 
wa.ste of time for mem~ers of this House to 
<lea! with the question on two separate occa­
sions. I desire to bring it under your 
notice, Sir, but have no desire t<J question 
your ruhng. I want t<J raise it at this 
juncture because, if this is permitted then 
I know of no motion that cannot be ~oved 
oven though the questions proposed to b~ 
dt,alt with are the subject-matter of motions 
already on the business-paper. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I should like tD 
refer you, Mr. Spea.ker, to Standing Order 
137. 

The SPEAKER: Does the hon. member 
wish to raise a. point of order? 

Mr. VOWLES: Certainly I wish to raise a 
point of order. I submit that the • Secretary 
for Public Lands is quite out of court. Stand­
ing Order 137 reads-

" A motion for the adjournment of 
the House, other than the usual motion 
to terminate the sitting of the House at 

, the end of the business day, shall not 
be entertained, except for the purpose 
of deba.ting a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, the subject of which 

[Hon. W. McOormack. 

has been first stated to Mr. Speaker in 
writing not less than one hour before tho 
time appointed for the meeting of the 
House." 

I presume that has been done, otherwise you, 
Mr. Speaker, would not have entertained the 
motion. The Standing Order goes on to 
say-

" Any such motion shall be proposed 
by the mover without debate in· the first 
instance, but shall not be put by Mr. 
Speaker unless five other members at 
least rise in their places to support it." 

That has been done. It goes on to say­
" If five members so rise in their 

places, the mover may proccod." 
"Where is the Secretarv for Public Lands, 
the ex-Speaker, with his point of order? 
Five members have risen in their places, 
and I submit the hon. member for Mirani 
has a right to submit his motion, if he so 
desires. I do not want, after the Speaker 
has consented to the motion being accepted, 
to discuss the merits of it. I quite agree in 
some respects with what the Secretary for 
Public Lands says-that there may be an 
opportunity at a later date of discussing it. 
How late we do not know, a.nd we do not 
know what the object of the present motion 
is except that it is a. matter of urgent public 
importance. You, Mr. Speaker, have 
accepted that, and I submit that the motion 
must now be proceeded with. 

The SPEAKER: The point raisod by the 
Secretary for Public La.nds is one that I 
anticipated might arise, and I carefully con­
sidered the question before I read the motion 
submitted by the hon. member for Mirani. 
First of all, the Secretary for Public Lands 
raised the point that the Speaker declines 
to submit a motion for the adjournment of 
the House if, in his opinion, the subject 
brought forward is not definite, urgent, and 
of public importa.nce. I considered the 
motion very carefully, and I considered this 
was a matter of urgent, definite, and of 
public importance. 

0PPOS!'riON MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
'I'he SPEAKER : The second point raised 

by the Secreta'l-y for Public Lands is a.n 
important one. " May" on page 227 says-

" Motions for adjournment regarding 
matters for the discussion of which the 
Committee of Supply or other appointed 
business would afford an early oppor­
tunity have been ruled to be out of 
order.'' 

An opportunity will be given to dP,bate this 
matter, but I am not in a position to say 
whether an early opportunity will be given. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hea.r ! 
The SPEAKER : That is the reason why 

I have accepted this motion. l ~n recall 
an occasion when the hon. ;. Jmber for 
Dalby, who was then the leader ot the Oppo­
sition, move-d a similar motion, and I ruled 
it out of order on the ground that thP matter 
which it was proposed to discuss had already 
been discussed. and that further opportunity 
would be given to discuss the question. I 
therefore refused to accept his motion. Hon. 
members will observe from the business­
sheet that there is some business to come 
before the House before we resume the 
debate on the Address in Reply, and I am 
not in a position to say whether tha.t debate 
will take one day, two days, or a. week. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
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The SPEAKER : As I consider this is a 
>natter of urgent public importance, I am 
prepared to accept the motion moved by the 
hon. member for Mirani. 

0PPOSITIO~ :MEMBERS: Hear. hear! 

Mr. S"VVAY~E (Mirani): Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I am rather surprised at a mem­
ber representing a sugar electorate, like the 
hon. member for Cairns, trying to tell the 
House that this is not a matter of urgent 
pl\blie importance. I only hope that his 
electorate will bear it in mind. I would 
~raw attention to the last few words of my 
letter. namely-

.. in view of the position facing this 
industry in the event of the Federal 
arrangement not being continued." 

I do not believe for one moment that any 
member in the Federal Parliament intends 
to let the industry down, and I believe that 
the present Federal Government are per­
fectly willing and anxious to do what is 
necessary to keep the sugar industry pros­
perous; but, in view of the fact that such a 
set has been made against it in the s·outh 
by members of State Parliaments, it seems 
to me to be the right thing that the Parlia­
ment of Queensland-the State which is 
chiefly concerned-stripping the question of 
all party issues, and not regarding it as an 
attempt of one party to score at the expense 
of another party, should at the present 
juncture, when the whole thing is trembling 
IIl the balance, simply animated with the 
one desire for the welfare of this industry, 
express their opinion that it is desirable that 
the present arrangement be continued, and 
I have every confidence that the present 
Federal Government will do their best to 
-carry it out. 

Mr. HYNES: \Vas not that expressed in the 
Governor's S'peech? 

Mr. SW A YNE: I think t·hat every mem­
ber of the Country party will share with me 
the opinion that we should preserve a White 
Australia as far as lies in our power, and 
that, regardless of party, we will do our 
utmost to carry out the high ideal of making 

. Austrolia white and keeping it white. In 
that great question is intimately bound up 
the welfare of the industry that my motion 
relates to, because, so far, it has shown itself 
to be the only one capable of bringing about 
the close population of our tropical seaboard 
that is necessary if we are to attain the ideal 
of a white Australia. 

To emYJhasise the point I have just raised, I 
would like to point out that at the present 
time we have over 200,000 acreo under sur.;ar­

cane, farmed by 5,000 farme·rs, who 
'[4 p.m.] employ about 10,000 hands, and 

whose expenditure upon land 
and plant I think I am well within the 
mark in putting at something like £6,000,000. 
'Then again, speaking of Australia as a 
whole-including New South Wales and Vic­
tDria, each with its sugar mill-we have 
forty-six sugar mills in Australia employing 
6,519 persons, and paying annually in wages 
£1,137,959. Those mills represent a value of 
£4,531.000. On the other hand, the six 
refineries of the Commonwealth give employ­
ment to 1,740 hands, drawing in wages 
£374,000 per annum, and the value of the 
buildings, plant, and so on represents some­
thing like £2,000,000, and it can be safely 
said that fully 20,000 persons are directly 
employed in Hie industry. 

As showing what this industry is doing in 
those portions of this continent which other­
wise. I take it, would remain unsettled 
tropical jungle, I wol.lld like to say that at 
a meeting of the Musgrave Mill share­
holders the chairman pointed out that the 
three mills in the Cairns district-in the dis­
trict represented by the hon. gentleman who 
has tried to hurke this discussion and to 
block my motion-produced in one year 
£1,500,000 worth of sugar, whilst the most 
northern outpost of the industry-away up 
in the tropics at Mossman-has produced 
since 1895 1,571,000 tons of cane, and ha;o 
paid to the farmers £2,908,000. 

Mr. HYNES: The Labour party are respon­
sible for that position. 

Mr. SWAYNE: That is an area in which 
I do not suppose a white man would ever 
have settled were it not for the sugar 
industry, with its far-flung outposts of civili­
sation. In the face of these facts it is about 
time that the tactics aimed at the extin­
guishment of this industry were exposed. 
What has the sugar industry done for Aus­
tralia? I remember the time when sugar 
was almost unprocurable in Great Britain 
during the war, and the population had to be 
rationed to an ounce or so a week, whereas 
in Australia we had sugar at most reason­
able prices. During the years 1915 to 1921 
we imported 475,000 tons of sugar at a total 
cost of £18,062,000. That was all sent away 
in gold-we did not get the sugar in 
exchange for other commodities-and that 
course was necessary because at the time the 
short-sighted policy which had been pursued 
in the past had prevented the industry from 
supplying all Australia's requirements. But 
during the same time 1.412,000 tons of 
our sugar were sold to the consumers of 
Australia ,at an average price of £25 17s. 
per ton as compared with £37 19s. paid 
abroad-they got it at £12 per ton less than 
people elsewhere-and by that means we 
kept in Australia £36,584,000. If there had 
been no Queensland sugar industry, the 
whole· of that sugar would have had to be 
bought, or rather we would not have been 
ahle to bl\y it-we would have had to do 
with much less. But, had we been able to 
buy that large quantity, we would have had 
·to pay for it over £52,000,000, or a cost of 
£12 per ton extra, so that not only would 
the £36,000,000 which we received for it not 
have been disbursed amongst our own people, 
but as the price of the imported article we 
would have had to send away a huge sum 
in gold. 

The Right Hon. W. M. Hughes, speaking 
on this matter in 1923, put the position as 
follows:-

" Had the growers received the world's 
parity during the period of control, they 
would have made at least another 
£40,000,000, which the consumers would 
have been forced to pay. The agree­
ment enabled the people of Australia to 
enjoy the cheapest sugar in the world. 
The retail price was 3d. in 1915, 3~d. 
from 1916 to 1920, and 6d. from 1920 to 1st 
November of this year, when it would be 
reduced to 5d. These prices compared 
very favourably with those in Britain, 
where, in 1918, the price was 7d.; 1919, 
8d. ; 1920, lOd. to ls. 2d. ; and 1921, 8d. 
In America the prices reached ls." ld. ; 
France, ls. 6d.; Italy, ls. 6d.; and Java, 
lOd. per lb. For the four years, there-

.il(r. Swayna.) 
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fore. Australia had the cheapest sugar 
in the world, and during that period the 
export of jam~, canned fruits, etc., 
showed phenomenal increases." 

'rhose gentlemen in the South \vho have 
been instigated into opposition to us-I do 
not think they know the facts of the case-;­
exported Jam to the value of £90,000 Ill 
1914-15-tlw year !n which the war broke 
out-and in 1918-19 no less a sum than 
£1,847,000. I notice that the Premier. Mr. 
Theodore, speaking on this question ·once, 
pointed out that, t-aking into consideration 
all articles using sugar in their composition, 
the exports increased during the same period 
from £250,000 to over £3,000,000, or some­
thing like twelve times. All thi•' is clue to 
the Australian sugar industry. 

In order to disparage our industry. the 
charge is very often brought against us that 
we arc spoonfed and that we received a 
bounty. I venture to say that we never 
received anything of the kind. There were 
some years-1902 to 1913-when there was 
an excise tax on the sugar grown for Aus­
tralian consumption, but those who complied 
with certain conditions got the excise duty 
back, less £1 per ton. That is to say, there 
was a rebate. The result was that the con­
sumer did not pay but the producer did pay. 
The excise collected during that time, which 
went into the revenue of Australia, amounted 
to £6,593,000, of which £3,899,000 was paid 
back, so that alto get her the revenue received 
through the so-called bounty we~ about 
£2,700,000. I have not time to go fully into 
this phase of the matter, but those few 
figures, I think, are sufficient to show that 
the charge that the sugar industry has been 
spoonfed is entirelv baseless and unwar­
~anted, but that, as" a matter of fact, it was 
singled out for special taxation. On the other 
hand-since it has been so constantly urged 
that we -receive special favours-perhaps it is 
just as well that we should review the con­
<litions under which other primary industries 
work. 

1 have h~re a list of tariff duties showing 
that nearly every agricultural product 
receives a certain amount of protection. I 
have not time to read it, but I would like 
to get it into " Hansard " nevertheless. It 
shows that free trade conditions do not pre­
vail in rs[!ard to any one of them. 

Furthermore, the very people who are 
talking about us are at the same time making 
strenuou• efforts to get the same benefits for 
themseh-cs. I notice, according to the leader 
in the weekly paper issued out of the office 
of the Melbourne "Age," that the broom 
millet growers approached the Tariff Board 
for an embargo on thu importation of foreign 
grown millet. and before doing so they 
moved a r<';;olution to the effect that the 
growers considered it essential that an abso­
lute embargo should be placed upon foreign 
importation. and that a sufficient duty should 
be imposed to ensu"e a paying price for the 
growers. They are already in receipt of a 
benefit of £4 per ton. I notice that the 
dairymen are also asking for some measure 
of protection that will ensure the stabilisation 
of their industry, and in doing so they are 
simply voicing the demand throughout the 
agricultural world at the present time for 
the stabilisation of industry and the freedom 
from all risks and anxiety because of fluc­
tuations which sometimes arise, not only 
from natural conditions, but alSo through 

[Mr. Swayne. 

artificial conditions, such as undue specula­
tion. 

I would now like to mention the fruit 
industry, and in speaking of that industry 
I do not 'peak with any animus >Jgainst 
the fruitgrowers. To the contrary, our intel·­
ests run on the same lines as fellow-producers. 
I believe that, in order to cover up their own 
shortcomings, interested partie-s have made a 
scapegoat _of the sugar industry. The fruit­
growers have received a good deal of assist­
ance, and I say good luck to them. Dr. Earle­
Page, in speaking to a deputation of fruit­
growers, is reported thus-

" The industrv had had several weeks­
jn which to fo;mulate alternative plans 
for consideration by the Cabinet ., 

The report further states-
" The alternative proposal submitted 

by the canners provided that the Govern­
ment should pay half the cost of the· 
fruit when delivered to the canneries, 
and that the export bounty should be 
retained. If adopted, this 11lan would 
increase greatly the liability of the Com­
monwealth. Dr. Page stood firmly by 
his previous offer, and expressed disap­
pointment that the deputation was not 
in a position to discms the details of the 
plan for the payment of the bounty ItS· 

previously outlined." 
The report further states-

" \Vhile in Queensland he l1ad con­
sidered the matter with the Premier­
(Mr. Theodore), and he said he realised 
that the offer was very generous for the· 
pineapple industry. . . . In Aus­
tralia markets were already established. 
One of his (Dr. Page's) reasons for com­
ing into public life was to assist primary 
producers to establish markets, and the 
methods adopted in the last three years 
would not do.'' 

The foregoing report contains the remarks. 
by Dr. Earle Page at a deputation from an_ 
industry which to a co111Siderable extent 
comes in contact with the sugar industry. 
That deputation represented the canners-I 
do not think the growers were represented 
at all-and they were asking for something 
similar to what the sugar industry is request­
ing to-day. The rC'port continues-

" :Mr. \V. Palfreyman, representing 
the eanners, said that the losses which 
1lw Commonwealth had sustained in 
assisting fruitgrowers would satisfy 
:Ministers that thfl business wa& unprofit­
able. The fact that there was m·er-pro­
duction of fruit was not the fault of the­
canners. The value of orchard property 
had decreased from £150 to £140 an 
-acre.'' 

The report continues-
" Dr. Page: You are asking fmc 

£120,000 in addition to the eYport 
bounty?" 

Mr. Palfreyman admitted that such wasc 
the case. Another report on the same meet­
ing says-

" In response to a request from JI/Ir. 
Cattanach, he was prepared, however, to 
make a further concession by increasing 
the bountv to home production of cling­
stone peaches from 9d. -to 1s. per dozen 
30-ounce tins. and on f ;eestone peaches 
from 7d, to 10d. a dozen. This was a 
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very substantial concession, and would 
increase the total subsidy proposod under 
the~ Commonwealth's original plan by 
approximately £14,000." 

'These are the people who accuse us of being 
spoonfed. When the States of Australia 
~greed to federation, certain conditions were 
stipulated by each State, which c<>nditions 
the Commonwealth promised to carry out, 
.and which should now bo honoured by the 
Commonwealth. We know that Western 
AustraJia stipulated for the building of the 
Transcontinental Railway, which has cost 
something like £40,000,000. It may be argued 
that that was an undertaking of national 
importance, but the Queensland sugar indus­
try, which is also Australia's sugar industry, 
is an industry of national importance. "\Ve 
know that Tasmania is receiving annually a 
substantial cash allowance, and that New 
South Wales is receiving a quid pro quo. 
The pledge made by the Commonwealth to 
·Queensland was that the sugar industry 
would be maintained in a prosperous state, 
and we are only asking now that that pro· 
mise be carried out. 

Mr. HYXES: What have you to say about 
the workers in the industry"! 

Mr. SWAYNE: I am coming to that. 
The meat industry has reeently received a 
oonus, and many c.ther industries have been 
receiving assistance ot iate. I am very glad 
-that the hon. member for Townsville has 
raised the question of the workers in the 
industry, and I can assure him that I am 
not going t<> close my speech without dealing 
with their position. 

~fr. I-IYNES: Tell us something about the 
time that you reduced the workers' wages to 
.3s. 4d. a day, 

Mr. SW A YNE: I am sure everyoody 
·must be quite satisfied with the composition 
·of the Commonwealth Sugar Tribunal, con­
sisting of Mr. Justice O'Sullivan, a judge 
of the Supreme Court; Mr, W. P. Minell, 
·<Consumers' representative (Commonwealth); 
Mr. A. R. Townsend, Commonwealth Go­
·vernment representative; Mr. G. H. 
Pritchard and Mr. T. A. Powell (Queensland 
Government representatives). The Southern 
-consumers had representation on that tri· 
bunal, which was recently appointed to 
inquire into the question of the cost of pro· 
duction in the sugar industry. The '' Aus­
tralian Sugar J ourual" of 6th J uno, 1924, 
states-

" The tribunal having been duly con­
stitukd, and having made an investiga· 
tion in terms of the reference, hereby 
·determinPR that the present price of 
£27 per ton should he continued for tho 
1924-25 sea,on." 

The tribunal also found that the wages paid 
in the sugar industry as compared with other 
primary industries were not excessive, and 
that no excessive profit was being made in 
th<> industry. 

Mr. HYXES: The hon. member has always 
said they were excessive. 

}lr. SIYAY:\E: Tlw wages paid in tho 
industry to-day are not excessive under 
present conditions. 

Mr. HYNES: Did the hon. member not urge 
the farmers to go on strike against the 
Dickson award'? 

Mr. SW AYNE: I have paid the wages, 
:and I have nc;t the slightest complaint to 

make about them. but I wioh to emphasise 
that, if prices fall, our ability to pay the 
wages will be considerably impaired. 

Mr. HYNES: Did vou ever assist the 
workers in the sugar· industry to get an 
increase in wages ? 

Mr. SW A Y"<E: I say that the profits in 
the industry under the present conditions 
are not abnormal. The very finding of this 
Commonwealth Tribunal indicates they are 
not abnormal. A plea was lately made by 
some hon. members opposite in the sugar 
workers' case in the Arbitration Court that 
we did Pot have the same consideration for 
them as what they had fo·r us, and that 
abnormal profits were made in th0 industry. 
I think I am right in saying-1 have not 
the ilnding of the Court here-that the 
judges in giving their decision said that the 
profits in the industry were not abnormal, 
that they were only what the growers were 
fairly entitled to, and that in some instances 
they did not cover th~ payment of interest on 
tho investment as well as the employers' time. 
We have, therefore, a definite finding that in 
the average case then~ "\Vt're no Pxcessivc 
profits accruing to the grower, and that was 
the argu1ncnt used to secure an increas0 in 
t·he rates of the employees. I believe that 
!he present rates are a fair thing. 

Mr. RYXES: "\Yhen thn judg-<' increased 
the rates you inducl'cl the farmers to go on 
strike against them. 

Mr. S\VAYXE: The hon. member wants 
rue to say something which I will not say. 
I believe that a g-ood man employed in tho 
industrv can earn those rates, and that he 
fairlv ~'arns those rates. 1 wish that hen. 
members opposite would sink their party 
differences and join with us in attaining 
the ohject we have in view. All I have in 
vie\v is the continuance of such conditions 
in the industry as will enable the industry 
to continue the payment of those wages, and 
to show our opponents that those engaged in 
thn industry are not making extravagant 
profit, or exorbitant wagm•. I think we have 
every ground for asking that our just claim 
on the subject will receive attention. 

I have utterances from leading men in the 
South '111 indicating a desire to give fair 
play to the Queensland sugar industry. 
\Vhat I want to do is to point out the way to 
get that fair play, and I say unhesitating!~· 
that mv r<'commendation is the continuance 
of the i1resent arrangemenL I have here an 
C'xtraet from thP Melbournp " Argus " of the 
4th March, 1923, when the Prime Minister, 
in reply to the Queensland delegation, said-

" \:ou have set Lefore me a. great 
manv facts to show thP value of the 
sugaLr industry to Australia. I want to 
tell vou that I and thP mtcmbers of the 
Mini"strv fullv realise it. w,, an• con· 
vincPd ·that "it is imperative that thn 
industrv should be enabled to carry on 
and to" prosper." 

I have also a statem<'nl made hv tlw Prime 
Minister in Melbourne in ~m·ember. 1922, 
m which he savs-

" Although the proposal.- for a.n in­
creased duty were defeated in the House 
of Representatives, th<> ;y1inistry was 
determined, if rclurnC'cl to power. to 
ensure that a measure' for the protection 
of the industrv would be given <'ffect to 
at the samn time. and other great indus­
tri"' that depended on sugar would be 
protecte-d. by rneans of a rebate." 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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The Federal Treasurer, Dr. Earle Page, 
speaking at the Soldiers' Hall in the Goul­
burn V alley in .June, 1924, said-

" The problems of Australia to-day 
were th<· obtaining of a sufficient popu­
lation dfectiYely to uccupy this con­
tinent; i h<• obtaining of &ufficient pro­
duction effectively to finance the develop­
ment of the Commonwealth; and, most 
urgent of all, the marketing of tJ1at 
productiou !o 0nsure that the standard 
of living of the producer was maintained 
at a suffici0ntly high ]cycJ. (Applause.)'' 

\Ye lind again that thP same "'entleman 
in April. 1922. said- "' ' 

'' As a rC'prcsentativo of a sugar­
growing district, and +he leader of that 
party which essentially represents th<> 
producing int0rests in the Austra.Iian 
Parliament, I stand for the production 
of Australia.n mgar to ihc extent of our 
internal 1wtional m•ods grown under 
\Vhite Australian conditions, and to be 
available at a price that covers the cost 
of production." 

'The SPEAKER : Order ! 01'der ! 'l'h<' 
hon. member ha~ <'xhan,tcd the time allowed 
under the Standing Ordcr·s. 

Mr. MORGA:\ (Jlarilla) : I bee; to move 
that the hon. member fo1· }liraui be grantell 
an extension of l irne. 

The SPEAKER : Order ~ Order 1 The 
hon. member has exhausted the time allL'wed 
him under the Stanrling Orders. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIClJLTfJRE 
(Hon. W. X. Gillies, Rachara): I think, 
Mr. Sp0aker. that your ruling in giving 
the hon. member for Jliiirani an opportunity 
to speak on wJ:>at is recognised as the most 
1mpor~ant agrJCultural industry we possess 
was nght. At the. same time, I question 
very much h1s w1sdom in moving the 
adjournmem of the House to put forward 
his case. I am in doubt from his speech­
or rather thE.' portions of it which I heard­
for he gave us a mass of figures which have 
been publishl'd in " Hansard " from time to 
time~whom th" hon. member wishes to 
impr.ess. It is s~rel~· not th0 Queensb.nd 
Parhament, Judgmg from the mass of 
figures he quoted. vVhom does he wish to be 
mm-ed by the speech he has delivered? It 
m!'y be. his own electors; it may b"' his 
fnends m the Commonwealth Parliament· 
but it is certainly not 1H'cessary to impres~ 
tbe present Queensland Government. 

GOVERXMEXT 1\Tr,:~!BER~ : Hear, hear 1 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIClJLTURE: 
Th~ present Government esolved a policy 
wh1ch has placed ihe industrv-our most 
important ~~gricultnral industrv_:_on a soun<i 
basis. " 

Mr. Vowr.ER: You spoke agai1bt securing 
£2'1 ver ton for ,·aw sugar. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'I'URE: 
As a matt~r of fact, the hon. members oppo­
sJtc; ha_ve oppos~d Avc;ry plank of the policy 
wh1eh 1s now bemg .g1ven effect to, that was 
evoh-ed b:v the F0deral Labour partv. 'rhere 
is no hett •r <'Yidence in Australia of the 
application of the principles of ll<'W protec­
twn, as put forward bv the Fisher Govern­
;nent, than the policy ··evohed and brought 
wto bemg by us m the teeth of the opposition 
of the other side. First of all, we brought in 
arb1tratwn. Thai. was opposed by eyerv 
member on the opposite side of the Hous<;, 

[Mr, Swayne. 

and they dedared that the industry would be 
extinguished, as it could not pay a de<'ent 
wage. 

Mr. MoRGAK: You did not bring in arbi-. 
tration at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I heard the leader of the Liberal Adminis­
tration stand up in the position where I am 
to-ni2:ht. and declare that if the Dickson 
awar'tt wa:-; bronght into operation, in less 
than two years there would not be a stick of 
cane crushed in Queensland. It remained 
for the Labour Government so to amend the 
Industrial Arbitration Act as to enable the 
workers employed in the sugar industry to· 
go to the Court and get a decent return for 
the work th0y performed in the canefields and 
sugar-mills. It also remained for the Labour 
Government to bring m the legislation respect­
ing tho Sugar Cane Prices Board, which 
gayc protection to the sugar-grower. What 
was the party with which the hon. member 
for Mirani is associated thinking about all 
those years when the growers were struggling 
a.long on a miserable pittance? They }lid not 
seck to protect the farmers then. Under the 
Sugar Acquisition Act we acquired raw 
sugar, which secured for the growers a 
reasonable price for the first time in the 
history of the industry~a price that enabled 
the industry to be carried on. The Sugar 
Acquisition Act of 1915 was followed by a 
further agreement. for three years at a higher 
r•rice. It was this Goyernment which secured 
the sugar agreement after long drawn out 
negotiations with the Prime Minister. 

Mr. Hnms: \Ve had to wring it from him. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'I'URE: 
Y os, we had practically to. wring it from him. 
So I am still in doubt as to whom the hon. 
gentleman wishes to impress by bringing for­
ward his motion this afternoon. 

Mr. SwAYl':E: Some of your party. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'I'CRE: 
The hon. memb<>r for Mirani knew that a 
few weeks ago tbe Premier made a clear and 
definite statement with regard to the attitude 
of this Gov·ernment when the pre&ent agree­
ment would come to an end. I would like to 
quote from the statE'ment made by the Premier· 
in the Brisbane "Courier" of the 16th 
instant-

" SuGAR Co~TROL. 
" THE EXIST!l':G SYS'rE~I. 

"HquitabTe to A. iT. 
"Premier's Declaration. 

" ' 'rh··· maintenance of the stability of 
the sugar industry, and of its reasonable 
prosperity is of paramount importance to 
this State. It is our chief agricultural 
industry and the gN'atest wage paying 
industry we haYe, and the only ono cap­
able of supporting a large white popula­
tion in the tropical coastal regions. It is, 
therefore, obyious that it is not merely a 
sugar·growers' matter, but one Yitally 
.affecting the industrial fabric of this 
Stat0. That being so, I say that the 
Quponsland GoYcrnmc>nt strongly supports 
the <•xisting form of control, which has 
!wen demonstrated by <•xpericnce to afford 
the most effective protection to the indus­
try, and is E'quitablo to workers, farme.rs, 
and consumers.' 

" Tht>se remarks were made bv the 
Premi<'r and Treasurer vesterdav In the 
cou·,r;le of .an announcement that 'the 
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Queensland Government had completed 
the agreements with the refining com­
panies for the handling of the 1924 
season's sugar output. 

"BETTER THAN TARIFF PROTECTION. 

" ' At the end of the present year the 
arrangement made between the Common­
wealth and the State Governments ex­
pir<'s,' Mr. Theodore went on to say. ' The 
experience of the twelve months' opera­
tions under the existing arrangement satis­
fies me that a continuation is necessary 
for the welfare of the industry and of 
Australia. I am satisfied that the existing 
arrangement, as a principle, is more 
advantageous to a.ll concerned-producers, 
workers, and consumers-than simply 
tariff protection. For instance, the price 
of mw sugar on the world's market in 
February last was approximately £30; 
to-day it is £17. Any ftxed tariff, if it 
"Ne to protect the home industrv in 
July, would have been an impositio;, on 
the comumer if it operated on February's 
price. The present arrangement is not 
unlike a fluctuating tariff as provided for 
in the Fordney tariff of the United States. 
Hov;·eyer, this has been found to be 
~lif!icult to operate, and I think the 
people of Australia are to be congratu­
lated upon being frc•e from the wild 
speculation and market fluctuation of 
other countries. The tribunal appointed 
by the Commonwealth Government in 
April last found, after investigation, that 
the people of Australia wer<J not being 
0xploited. and that the workers in the 
industry wer-e not being paid excessive 
wages. During my visit abroad I paid 
special attention to sugar matters and I 
returned con vine· d that the 'present 
arrangement as a principle is much ah<:'ad 
of that pr0vailing elsewhere. I mav also 
state that nowhere in my travels a·broad 
did I find sugar retailed to the public as 
low as 4~d. pC'r lb.-the Australian price. 

" RETAIL PRICES COMPARED. 

'' The Sug·ar Board in March was fur­
nished with information regarding the 
Fetail price of sugar elsewhere as foilows : 
-'I'he approximate retail prices, namely, 
per lb. to the consumer for standard 
granulated are: Great Britain 7d., 
Canada 11 cents. United States of 
America 9~ cents, South Africa 5~d., New 
Zealand 4N. And in those cases the 
sugar was the product of black labour. 
I believe that a continuance of the pre­
sent arrang~ment will not only stablise 
the" sugar mdustry, but it secures a 
uniform price free from the speculative 
element to the consumer, and I think also 
that by co-operation between the export­
ing maufacturers and the Sugar Board 
other kindred industries could be placed 
upon a eolid foundation.' 

" Mr. Theodore continued with the com­
lllC'nts with which this r0port opens. and 
said in concluoion :-· I nuite realise', of 
course. that the interests of the fruit­
growers in thiR and the other States 
dese:t'Yf' Pvcr:v consideration, and that 
those industries should be fostered and 
Pncouragod. It is my npinion, howcYer, 
that the interests of the fruitgrowf!rs 
run along parallel lines with those of the 
sugar producC'r-:c.' '' 

That statf!ment was made on the 16th of 

this month, and it should leave no doubt ifr 
the minds of anv of the readers 

[ 4.30 p.m.] of the metropol!tan Press as to 
tho attitude of the present Go­

vernment on this question. Our !1ttitude is 
dear and defined. We stand for a continua­
tion of the present system of control. I 
might say, in addition, that the large organi­
sations-the United Cane Growers' Associa­
tion and the Australian Sugar Producers' 
Association-have passed this resolution, 
which was <1ddresscd to the Council of 
Agriculture--

"THE ScGAR l'oLrcY. 

" Referring to the rf'··olution adopted 
by your Council that the framing of a 
sugar policy be left in the hands of the· 
two sugar organisations, we have now to­
inform vou that our organisations have 
agr0ed tlpon a comn1on policy. which is a 
continuance of the existing arrangement" 
hC>tween the two Governments. \Ve shall. 
therefore, be glad if the Council will 
now endorse that nolicv in terms of the 
beforc-mcntionE'd rcsohition." 

That is signed by :Mr. Pritchard and .Mr. 
JJohcrtv on behalf of those orgamsatwm. 
The Council of Agriculture itself has 
endo"ed the policy of the Government, as is 
shown bv the following resolution which was 
carripd at a meeting of the COl,lllCil held on 
1he 24th and 25th of this month:-

" That the Council support the con-. 
tinuanco of the existing conditions of 
eontrolling the sugar industry, viz., 
0n1bargo, tmgar board, and tribunaL" 

::.low. on the facE' of thE' clear declaration 
made by the Premier a ff'w days ago, th.e­
resolution passed by the two large orgam­
sations representing the industry, and that 
passed by the Council of Agriculture itself 
as the mouthpiece of the farmers of Queens­
land, there is surch· no need to impress on 
1his "Government the necc,sitv or wisdom of 
continuing the pn•sent anangement. There­
fore. I ae:k ag-ain. \vhom doc·s the hon. mem­
ber desire to impress when he introduces this· 
motion for the adjournment of the House? 

Mr. CoRSER: Your leader. Mr. Theodore. 
He said at one time that £24 a ton was­
enough. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I have no hesitation in saying that 
there is no man in Queensland or in 
Australia who has done more for the sugar 
industrv than Mr. Theodore. Mr. Theodore 
was largely responsible, with my assistance," 
in getting Mr. Hughes to agree to the agree­
ment made in 1920. \Ye sat in conference Jn 
Sydney for three daye with Mr. llughes and 
the representatives of the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company, and. although we pressed 
for a fivc-vcar agn~enH~nt, we were not 
successful to that (•xtent. but were enabled 
to 'ecure for the p<eoplP of Quepnsland an 
>Lgreement for threE' years at a price of £3() 
6s. Sd. per ton for raw sugar. \Ve als~> 
approached ~fr. Brure, and impressed upon 
him th0 necp<sitv for PithC'r extending the 
then existing sugar agreement arranged 
betw0en ~fr. Theodorc and Mr. Hughos, or 
bringing about sonll' othPr s.ntf'm of, controL 
"When pr0senting that case to :Mr. Bruce I 
presented a resolution carriPd at a conference· 
which I convened. and which was hold in 
Brisbane just·prior to our meeting Mr. Brue&· 
early in April. This is the resolution-

" That in view of the fact that the· 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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effect of the current sugar agreement has 
been to substantially assist to stabilise 
the industry, and having regard also to 
the very great importance which the 
industry is economically, industrially, 
and nationally, to the Commonwealth as 
a whole, and to the States of Queensland 
and New South Wales in particular, this 
conference strongly urges upon the Com­
monwealth and State Governments the 
urgent necessity of renewing the agree­
ment, at the same price, for a period of 
five years." 

'That was impressed upon Mr. Bruce at the 
time, and. a.s all hon. members know, Mr. 
Bruce would not agree to an extension of the 
Hughes agreement. Instead, he gave us .an 
-embargo for two years, with a fixed price of 
£27 per ton for one year. and he set up a 
tribunal which later fixed the price for the 
eoming season at the same figure. Now tha.t 
system of control. as Mr. Theodore pointed 
-out in the m·ticie I have read, has been 
successful. not only from the point of view 
of the farmers, workers, and millers, but 
from the point of view also of the people of 
Australia. 

There is no doubt, no ambiguity, about the 
words used by the representatives of this 
Government as to their desire for a continua­
tion of this scheme. Personally. I am in 
fa.vour of its being continued for fiv0 year>. 
and I notice that l'.1r. J ones. who lHto; not 
been too generous to the sugar industry in 
the past, in a. speech made at Mackav 
recently. also stands for stabilisation. anCi 
would like the agreement continued for 
twenty years. As a Government we have 
never been so ambitious .as to ask for a 
-continuation of the plan for twenty vears 
but I do think that an agreement for fiv~ 
years at the present price would be fair to 
all parties concNned, including the con­
sumers of sugar. 

I think the hon. member for Townsville yes­
terday left nothing to be said so far as the 
attitude of this Government is concerned in the 
matter of the sugar industry of Queensland. 
'The hon. member for 'l'ownsville made .a very 
able speech, which will occupy a fair space 
in •: Hansard." I listened to the greater 
portwn of the speech, and have read it 
~ince. I ask again, in view of these facts, 
If the hon. member for Mirani wishes to 
impress his friends in the Federal Govern­
ment-the Bruce-Page combination-and the 
Pres~? Ho has quoted from the speech of 
Mr. Bruoe. in which the Prime Minister 
said that he was quite alive to the interests 
of the sugar industry, and he also quotc>d 
from a similar speech by Dr. Earle Page. 
Surely he _does not seek to impress the mem­
ber,s of this Government, whb have a sugar 
policy, and wh0 are the onlv Government 
that ever existed in Queensland with a clear 
and definite sugar policv satisfactorY to the 
~ovorkers, farmers, n1illerS, refineries," and the 
-consumers. 

That policy makes for stability, and it 
!'<'mains onlv for the Commonwealth Govern­
ment to give effect to our wishes, which have 
been clearly declared from time to time. I 
again repeat that there is no need for .anv­
one to doubt the position of the Queensland 
Labour Government with regard to the pre­
sent system of <'Ontrol. Their ideas are 
approved by the three large organisations­
the Council of Agriculture, the mouthpiece 
<>f the farmers; the Australian Sugar Pro­
.d,.cers' Association; and the United Cane 
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Growers' Association of Australia. Wha.t 
therefore is the need at this juncture to start 
to beat the air for the sake of a little party 
kudos? 

I say again that I do not think it is 'Yi•e 
to discuss this question in detail at a time 
when the Press in the South are on the alert 
as to anv move that might be made publicly 
fvr a continuatioP. of the present controL 
The Melbourne " Age " and the Melbourne 
•· Argus" have stated that if the qom­
monwealth Government attempt to contmue 
the present svstem of control, they should 
be fired out of office straight away. I ques­
tion if the hon. member for Mirani is a true 
friend of the sugar industry i_n rai~ing. thi• 
question this aftern?on, and. disc':'ssmg It at 
this juncture, particularly m vww of the 
fact that the GovBrnor's Speech . sets out 
quite clearly what the Government mtend to 
do. I might quote one paragraph from that 
Speech to emphasise my point-

" As the present arrangement betw~n 
the Federal and State Governments m 
respect of the m,trketing of the su_gar 
crop will expire in. 1925, some ,_nxwty 
exists as to the policy of the Comm~n · 
wealth Government for the future. 

::\ot the policy of the State Government, but 
''the policy of the ~ommonwealth Govern­
ment for the future. The paragraph con­
tinues-

" My advisers believe the present 
arrangement for the protection of the 
sugar industry is the best ti_Iat could. be 
devised. The <:>mbargo agamst the Ill· 
portation of sugar, exeept i_n the case 
of a shortao-e in the Australian produc­
tion, and tl~e regulation of the prices of 
cane. ra\v ~ngar, and refined sugar, 
0 nsure equitable treatment for _all con­
cerned, and is a much more satisfactory 
form of protection than any that could 
be afforded by tho enactment of a fixed 
tariff. · 

" If the Commomvealth Government 
consent to a continuation of the existing 
arrangement legislation will b<:> intra· 
duced in th~ Queensland Parliament for 
the purpose of <le~nin15 more clearl.r the 
authoritv and obligatiOns of the ::lugar 
Pool Board.'' 

Could anything be more clear, coul~i any­
thing be more dC'finite, could a.nythmg bP 
more honest on the part of the Governme~t 
than that declaration delivered by H1• 
Excellency at the opening of Parliament 
vesterdav? Yet in the face of that, tho 
hon. me~ber fo; Mirani-because he repre­
sents a sugar district I suppose, and because 
he wants to get his speech printed in the 
'' Mackav Mercurv "-gets up m this House 
this afternoon and takes up the time of hon. 
members in discussing something thl_Lt would 
be best left alone at this particul_ar Jnnctur~. 
because negotiations are proceedmg, and his 
speech ts calculatBd to do more harm than 
good to an industry that is of the greatest 
importance to this Sta tc. 

There is no occasion to impress m~mb~rs 
of this Government. Members on this stde 
of the House to a man recognise the impor­
tance of this f'reat industry. It is on~ '!f 
the gre&test industries in this State, as It IS 
estimated that 80 per cent. of the value of 
the crop is paid away in wages. We recog­
nise the importance of the industry from t):le 
point of view of defence; and we recogmse 
that, without the suga·r industry, the 1\orth 
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.ooast of Queensland in the tropical area 
would be practically deserted. We recognise 
.also that the present policy is the one policy 
·we· can stand unanimous upon. Therefore, 
I say there is no business in the motion 
moved, and no necessity for it at this 
juncture. 

Mr. HYNES: It is to get a little cheap 
.limelight for the hon. member for Mirani. 

Mr. CLAYTON (lVide Bay\: I do not 
·know that there is any absolute necessity 
for this motion this afternoon. I think it 
would have been a better idea to try and 
impress the necessity on some members of 
th" Federal Parliament of moving the 
adjournment of that Parliament to discuss 
-the sugar indmtry, because it is an industry 
-of most vital importance to Queensland. 
'The hon. member for Mirani has quoted a 
.great many figures concerning the industry, 
~nd when you consider that for the 
£240,000,000 invested in that industry we 
get a gross mcome of £12,000,000 per annum, 
it is necessary that the growers should know 
what they have to face in the future. Thev 
:kn'ow what they are going to receive this 
year, but planting operations have been 
going on and will be continued, and the 
growers do not know what return they are 
g-oing to get for the work that thev are 
<;anying out at the present time. We "know 
·that thu world's market price has dropped 
from £30 to £17 per ton, and unless we can 
:.impress upon the Federal Government the 
necessity for continuing the embargo or of 
getting a much higher protective duty than 
nas been the case in the past, the position 
·Of the sugar-growers will not be too 
pleasant. I know the United Cane Growers' 
Association and the Australian Sugar Pro­
ducers' Association are doing splendid work 
for the sugar industry, and the results of 
-their efforts show the splendid results that 
eome from the orgamaation of farmers. 
'Their policy is the policy that we should 
.advocate in the interests of the sugar­
growers, and it is pleasing to know that 
-the policy that they have adopt-ed in regard 
to appointing a tribunal is the policy of the 
Country party. We can only stabilise the 
£ugar industry at the present time by adopt­
ing that policy, and if they support the 
policy of that party, I think the interests 
of the sugar industrv in the Federal Parlia­
ment will be well looked after, and l 
.sincerely trust that. such will be the case. 

Mr. HYNES: I thought the Country party 
;and the U mted party were one? 

Mr. CLAYTON: What about the 
·" Collins party?" (Laughter.) The question 
"'f the production of sugar must receive con­
sideration, and that will he a matter for 
the tribunal from time to time. We are 
pleased to know that Mr. Powell. who went 
"South, expressed the opinion on' his return 
ihat the Southern people are going to give 
us a fair deal. It is Yery gratifying to know 
ihat, and at a conference he attended those 
present were in favour of >the existing 

.arrangement. He says~ 
" I am pleased to say that we will 

get ihe wholehearted support of the pro­
ducers of the Southern States." 

I sincerely trust that we shall g'et the sup­
port of the consumers as well. Mr. Powell 
stated that there were sixteen delega.tes at 
the conference, representing all the States 
of the Commonwealth, and at that confer-

ellce the following resolution was puseti 
with one dissentient:-

" 'rhat the Federal Government bo 
asked to introduce legislation to give 
the Sugar Board statutory powers t.. 
enable it to control the sugar industry." 

'That is what we look for, and I sincerely 
trust that we shall be able to impress upon 
the Federal Government the necessity for 
carrving on in that direction. The Secre­
tary' for Agriculture, when speaking, wanted 
to know whom we wanted to impress with 
this motion. I want to tell the hon. member 
that the people we want to impress are not 
the manufacturers, of whom the hon. mem· 
her for Townsville spoke yesterday, who 
were working .detrimental1y to the Queens­
land sugar industry, but the consumers and 
the consumers' representatives in the 
Federal House, and they will be found 
a,mongst the Federal Labour party. I want 
to quote what was said down there at a 
m:eeting in 1922 convened by Mrs. Glencross, 
the President j;>f the Victorian Housewives' 
Association, to protest against thE' continu­
ance of the sugar agreement and the exist· 
ing high price of sugar. Mr. Charlton, as 
leader of the Federal Labour party, wrote 
to Mrs. Glencross stating that Messrs. 
Brennan, the hon. member for Batman, and 
Scullin, the hon, member for Yarra, would 
rcepresent the Labour party at that meeting. 
'The meeting was convened by i\'lrs. Glencross 
with the object of securing cheap sugar, and 
I want the Secretarv for Agriculture to 
take notice that M;. Brennan and Mr. 
Scull in went to that meeting at the instiga­
tion of the leader of the Federal Labour 
party, 'md they supported this resolution, 
which was passed at that meeting in 
October, 1922-

" That this meeting of citizens pro­
tests against the continued high price of 
sugar, and declares its uncompromising 
opposition to the renewal of any agree­
ment necessitating Government control, 
and supports the Housewives' Associa­
tion in the campaign initiated by them 
in reference thereto. It further records 
its opinion that Government political 
control of tr,ade and industry is per­
nicious and detrimental 'to producers, 
manqfacturers, and consumers alike." 

Messrs. Brennan and Scullin, both Labour 
members, spoke strongly in favour of the 
motion; and Mr. Higgs, Nationalist, who 
attended as a Queensland representative to 
protest against it, w,as roughly handled and 
forcibly ejecte·d. The people we should 
impress in the Federal Parliament are 
Messrs. Charlton, the leader of the Labour 
Opposition, and Messrs. Brennan and 
8cullin. I will refer to what the Premier, 
Mr. Theodore, said in 1914, as reported in 
"Hansard "-

"Mr. THEODORE: As a. matter of fact, 
the Chief Secretary did say that sugar 
should go np ir< price on account of 
things that are happening elsewhere . 
Everyone in th" community is a con­
'umer of sugar. The Minister for Agri­
culture wants to see dear meat, and 
other members o[ the Cabinet favour 
high prices. 

" The Treasurer : Who said they 
wanted dear meat? 

" Mr. THEODORE : The Minister for 
Agriculture said it some months ,ago. 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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" Mr. Hunter: And the Premier said 
to-night that, sugar was too cheap. 

" Mr. THEODORE : Yes, the Chief Sec­
retary wanted a higher price for sugar. 
That wou~,-:1 mean dearer living for the 
people in thi; State. I do not think we 
oon dr.1w anv 0iher inferencf' from their 
remarks. · 

"Mr. E. B. 0. Oorser' £2 per ton 
would not mean much more for the cone· 
sumer~ 

"Mr. THEODORE: Here is another 
expression in favour of dear living; It 
may be orily . Jd. ·per lb., but several 
pounds of sugar consumed each week 

· 'would mean several pence increase." 
If we compare the Premier's remarks with 
those of Federal Labour members, we find 
that they are all advocates of very cheap 
sugar. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber musf only deal with .matters relevant to 
the motion. 

Mr. OLAY'rON: I consider that I am 
dealing with matters of .the utmost import­
ance to the S'ta le in stressing the fact that 
the Premier of Queensland .and the leader 
of thH Opposition in the Federal House and 
other Labour members advocated cheap 
sugar. I do not want to make any offensive 
remarks on this ~ubject. Although we shall 
havo an opportumly of discussing the sugar 
question later on, I think we owe a debt of 
gratitude at all times to the hon. member 
for Mirani for the way in which he fights 
for the sugar-growers and workers .alike in 
his electorate. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): We have heard 
speeches from the representatives of two 
sqgar-growing electonates on this motion. I 
represent the consumers, and I think that I 
should at all times advocate their claims 
before the House. We find that the hon. 
member for Townsville would raise the price 
of sugar to the consumers to the old price of 
6d. per lb., as the whole of his speech yester­
day tended in that direction. I say that we 
are justified in taking the opinion of the 
sugar-growers themselves, who say that sugar 
can be retailed to the consumer at a little 
over 4d. per lb. I take that as being 4£d. 
per lb., and, if that can be done, I am here 
to advocate that sugar should be sold at 
4£d. per lb. If, as is stated in the Gover­
nor's Speech, the present .arrangement which 
has been entered into with the Bruce-Page 
Ministry to guarantee £27 per ton, and 
pl8,ce an 0mbargo on imported '<1gar on 
condition that the consumer gets his sugar 
for 4~d. per lb., is agreed to by Mr. Theodore 
as being an equitable arrangement, I am not 
going to question it; hut, if the time comes 
round when by more efficient means of pro­
duction sugar can be produced at a lesser 
price, it should he made cheaper to the con-
sum er. 

I think it is fitting that this Parliament, 
at the comm,encement of .a new session, 
should pass .a resolution emphasising the fact 
that we are not going to support any 
increase in the price of sugar to the con­
sumer,. and that we are going to ensure to 
the producer .a fair price for the growing 
of sugar. 

Mr. GLEDSON : How can we do that if you 
carry yoqr resolution to adjourn the House? 

[Mr. Clayt()tl,. 

Mr. FRY:. Is it not the greatest act thatc 
any Parliament can do to adjourn for the­
sake of emphasising the seriousness of the 
position to the country? The sugar question 
is of the greatest national importance. I 
am advocating the cause of the people whom 
I represent-that is, the consumers-and so 
long as I am in this House, whether the· 

· Government like it or not, I am going to• 
advocate the cause of the people who sent 
me here. I have not come here to 'be a 
party man. I came here primarily to repre­
sent the people, and I am going to do it. 
I .am not bound hand and foot like the 
Government members are. There is not one 
man on the Government side who can exer­
cise a free vote. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLH1 LANDS : It is. 

not free votes that wo want here, but intelli­
gent votes. 

Mr. FRY: Then the hon. gentleman 
should not vote at all. (Opposition laughter.)· 
\V e desire to impress upon the Federal Go­
Yernment and the people in the Southern 
States the fact that sugar is one of the staple 
in·dustries of Qqeensland. The State of 
Queensland depends to 'a great extent on the. 
prosperity of the wool, cotton, sugar, and 
eattle industries. 

The SPEAKER. : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber must deal with the question before the· 
House. 

Mr. FRY: I am going to deal with it. 
I am making a comparison to show the 
importance of this industry, and, if you 
will permit me, Sir, I should liJ,;e to point 
out that it appears that the cattle industry 
hRo. prettv well ceased to exist insofar as 

exports are concerned. WhR.t 
[5 p.m.1 remains to us? Practically only 

two industries th.at we can rely 
on and fight for. If I were allowed to· 
•m into the; question of the wool industJry, 
I would have to deal also with the higher 
eost of clothing involved by exportation; 
hut in dealing with the sugar industry 
we, are considering a commodity that goes 
on the table of Pvery working man at 
eYery meal to which he sits down. R'very 
wage-earner is concerned vitally with the· 
price he pays for sugar. It is not a luxury; 
it is a necessity; and therefore we must 
stand up and protect his interests. So far· 
as I can see from the argument of the 
speakers who have preceded me, the agree­
ment into which we have entered is a gooa 
one. I want to repeat that, when the price· 
of sugar is brought down to 4d. or 4~d. per 
lb. at the most. I am with it. I am going 
to support the motion, and I am not going· 
to support anyone who wants to get kudos' 
out of this question. 

I think the hon. member for Mirani did: 
well wh('n he introduced the question. I 
had no idea that it was going to come on, 
but, since it has been raised and we find' 
protests from the Government side, we are­
led to ask ourselves, " \Vhom do they sup· 
port?" On the one hand they are fighting 
in Queensland for a higher price for sugar. 
In the Federal Parliament and amongst the· 
consumers in the South they fight for a lower 
price, so that it is very difficult for us to­
find out where the party opposite really 
stand. I am ready to believe that those who· 
reside in the. metropolitan areas are willing­
to do a fair thing, and therefore I will sup­
port the motion moved by the hon. member­
for Mirani for a renewal of the agreement.. 
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The SPEAKER : Order ! The motion 
before the House is a motion for adjourn­
ment. 

Mr. FRY: I know what the motion is, as 
I pointed out to the hon. member for 
Ipswich just now. It is necessary tha,t the 
sugar agreement should be renewed, and 
it is necessary to impress upon the con­
sumers in the South that this Parliament is 
of that opinion. If it is necessary that the 
House should adjourn to convince them, then 
we should adjourn; but. if hon. members in 
their wisdom are of opinion that it is only 
necpssary to discuss the matter in order 
to impress them sufficiently--

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : Do you 
know who refused to renew it? Your 
Nationalist leader. 

Mr. FRY: The Nationalist Leader in the 
Federal Parliament-the Bruce-Page Govern­

the ·present agreement, which is 
the Queensland Government and 

growe-r><. I just sai·d to the hon. gentle­
man that we required intelligent voters in 
this House, and I repeat it. In conclusion, 
I wish to say that I support the motion. 

Mr. NOTT (Stanley) : I think it is quite 
unnece.seary at this time to go intD the 
history of the sugar industry in Queensland. 
I think everyone in this House, indeed every­
one in Queensland, is seized of the import­
ance of the industry to this Sta.te. Just at 
the present time this Government and other 
GoYernments in Australia are looking for 
methods whereby the various agricultural 
industries can be stabilised, and we find that 
th<-) sugar industry has been stabilised by an 
agreement alrea.dy in existence. It is neces· 
sary for us to have that agreement renewed. 
It is. true that a number of persons have 
asked whether an ordinary Customs dutv 
would not do. That point has been argued 
at some length, and it is not my intention 
to go into the matter now; but I am satisfied 
that it has been thoroughly proved that a 
duty in the ordinary sense would not be 
sufficient, and that the various interests con­
cerned would not be protected by it as they 
are under the present· agreement. Therefore 
it is very necessary to have the agreement 
renewed, more particularly because it con­
cerns an industry in which the erection of a 
mill costs £500,000. and before building one 
it is highly advisable to know that there is 
going to be some stability. 

The Secretary for Agriculture wanted to 
know whom the hon. member for Mirani 
wished to impress. To my mind there is no 
doubt that he wishes to impress first and 
foremost the Government opposite, because 
he knows perfectly well that they are a 
J',abour Government. and knows perfectly 
well too that in the South, in Labour circles 
especially, there is a great deal of opposition 
to the renewal of the agreement under the 
impression that the renewal means dear 
sugar. There has been a lot of propaganda 
in the Southern States to foster that impres­
sion. So the hon. member for. Mirani thinks 
that, if he can impress this Government, they 
may do something even to bring into line 
some of their members who are opposed to 
the renewal of the agreement. Another 
reason why the matter should be discussed 
at the present time is that the Federal Go­
vernment have the industry in the hollow of 
their hand, and it would be a good thing 
to show them that this Parliament of 
Queensland is absolutely unanimous that the 

agreement should be renewed. For that 
reason the question brought before the 
House by the hon. member is well worth 
c<Jnsideration. It is even the duty of th~ 
House to show that all sections of the peopl" 
repre.sented by members of the House a"' 
unammous that the agreement should b~ 
renewed for a further period. Oonsiderin!J!· 
the amount of money involved in the indu,;.. 
try and the high cost of milling and cultivat­
ing, it is only right that the people engaged 
in the industry should have ample assurance 
and plenty of faith that the representatives. 
of all sections of the community in this House­
are behind the lengthening of the agreement. 

Mr. SWAYNE (ilfirani): I think it is the 
usual eustom to ask for the withdrawal of 
these motions when the discussion upon them 
has sen-ed its purvu3G, and I intend k> 
ask for the withdrawal of this motion, but 
hefore doing so I desire to exercise my right 
to reply to some of the points which have 
been raised. The Acting Premier--

The SPEAKER : Order ! Does the hon. 
member wish to withdraw his motion? 

Mr. SWA YNE: I understood that I had 
the right of reply. Some of the r-emarks 
which have been made have been replied to 
and discounted by the hon. member for Wid<l> 
Bay; but, as I said in my opening remarks, 
I wished fm- a discussion on the question 
free from all reference to party matters. I 
think hon. members will agree that I have 
said nothing whatever offensive of any party. 
It remained for the Secretary for Agriculture 
to stir up the dirt. His party represents a 
large body of consumers, and that party looks 
to the consumers more than to the farmers 
and pro·due2rs for their support to enable 
them to get into power. Although a 
few of them represent outlying sugar 
districts and try to persuade the producer!l 
that they will extend justice to them, 
still the great bulk of their supporten> 
come from the consumers in the big towns 
and cities. We know that, while Labour 
members a1·e telling us one thing in Queens­
land. other Labour members, like Messrs. 
Brennan and Scullin down South, are tell­
ing the people something directly opposite. 
That is one reason why I haYo brought 
this matter up. The Secretary for Agri­
culture should endeavour to persuade his 
party in the larg-e centres of population in 
the South to follow the slogan of fairplay. 
The fact that the sugar industry is given 
prominence in the GoYernor's Speech is suffi­
cient justification for me and anyone else 
to claim this matter as one of public import­
ance. Hon. members have only to visit the 
sugar distrivts. where our largest agricul­
tural industry is carried on. and where they 
will hear approh.cnsion and fear expressed 
as to the futtue of that great industry, to 
Tealiso what it means to Queensland and 
to Australia. H is the largest wage-paying 
agricultctral industry in our midst, and I am 
surprised that some hon. mcmhers opposite 
are so ignorant of the affairs of their own 
electorate that they do not realise the 
importance of the sugar industry, and would 
go so far as to attempt to prevent me bring­
ing up a discussion on it on this occasion. '[ 
desire to ]Joint ont that the imposition of t;. 

Customs dut:v alone is not sufficient, because 
the industrv is carried ont under peculiar con­
ditions. 'fhis is the only country in the world 
that is successfully producing white-gr<>'IV'n 
sugar from sugar-cane. We have v<ery close 
to Australia the thickly populated country of 

Mr, Swayne.] 
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Java with 40,000,000 people turning out up­
wards of 2,000,000 tons of sugar per annum, 
and paying wages at the rate of ls. 2d. per 
day for males and Sd. for females. What 
protection would be adequate to meet such a 
oose? It only requires an exceptionally large 
orop as a result of a good season to place 
.Java in possession of more sugar than they 
:require for their ordinary consumers, and 
then they have to look for a place in which 
·t<> dump the surplus, and Australia. is the 
_place where that dumping will be done. It 
ha.s always been the policy of those control­
ling the Javanese suga.r industry to dispose of 
the whole year's production, even at a loss, 
before the commencement of the following 
season; and, if we do not continue the pre­
sent sugar agreement in Australia there 
will always be the risk that our pro­
duce will be sold ~t a loss, because possibly 
as much as 300,000 tons may be dumped in 
Australia to relieve the over-supply in Java. 
That is why I am asking for some restriction 
-I do not care what it is called-upon 
importations. quite apart from any imposition 
of duty. It must be obvious that such a thing 
is nooessary. I feel that I am speaking with 
the whole of the industry behind me when I 
assert that any restriction or embargo on the 
importation of sugar is to be applied only in 
the case of black-grown sugar, and I think I 
am safe in saying that in the case of white­
grown sugar the Austr.alian sugar industry, 
like every other Australian protected indus­
try, is quite prepared to take its chance with 
<>verseas white-grown sugar so long as there 
is adequate protection. Seeing that we have 
this black peril so close to our shores, I think 
it justifies us, for the sake of white Aus­
tralia. in asking for what I am advocat­
ing. We know that in the United States of 
America, quitP recently. within a few weeks 
~ugar dropped from nd. per lb. to 2!d. per 
lb. because of the operations of speculators. 
It. is the general feeling throughout the farm­
ing world, irrespective of the class of agri­
eulture, that the agriculturist should be 
prot<ected from the practices of the speculator. 
That is another reason for stating that a duty 
alone would not be satisfactory. 

I would not be in order, perhaps, in con­
tinuing the subj<>ct I wa,s on when my time 
expired and referring further to the jam 
manuf.acturers in the South, but I would like 
to point out that Sir Henry Jones, who is the 
largest buyer in the Commonwealth of fruit 
for jam making, has urged that something 
should be done to stabilise the sugar indus­
try, and it is only by the continuance of 
the present arrangement that the indus­
try can be so stabilised. I do think 
that the fact of the Queensland Parliament 
devoting a portion of its time to a discussion 
of this matter must impress the people 'of the 
Bouth that the whole of the people of Queens­
laud-not only the growers-are with us in 
this matter. I think my motion must impress 
the people in the South that Queensland is 
cietermined, and it should bring home to them 
that Queensland, as a matter of justice and 
as a matter of receiving a fair deal, should 
have the promise which induced Queensland 
to enter Federation fulfilled, and that the 
Queensland Parliament, representing the 
people of Queensland, think that that promise 
~hould be carried out. Having fulfilled my 
object of drawing attention to the matter, I 
now beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

[Mr. Swayne. 

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. 
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, b'acham)': I beg to 
move--

" That the Standing Orders Committee 
for the present session consist of the 
following members :-Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
King, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Moore Mr. 
Gilday, Mr. Ferricks, and Mr. Th~odore, 
and that the said Committee have loo.ve 
to sit during any adjourment of the 
House.'' 

Question put and passed. 

PRINTING COMMITTEE. 
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham)·: I beg to 
move-

" That a Select Committee be appointed 
to .assist Mr. Speaker in all matters 
which relate to the printing to be 
executed by ord•cr of the House, and for 
the purpose of selecting and arranging 
for printing returns and papers presented 
in pursuance of motions made by mem­
bers. That such Committee consist of 
the following members: -Mr. Speaker, 
Mr. Pollock, Mr. Barber, Mr. Gledson, 
Mr. Roberts, Mr. Dash, and Mr. 
Swayne." 

Question put anJ passed. 

LIBRARY, REFRESHMENT-ROOM, AND 
PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS COM­
MITTEES. 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham)': I beg to 
rnove-

" That the Librarv. Refreshment 
Room,_ ~nd Parliamentary Buildings 
Committees for the present session be 
constituted as follow:-

" Library.-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Dun­
stan, Mr. Elphinstone, Mr. Collins, Mr. 
Pease, Mr. Nott, and Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

" Refreshment Room.-lYlr. Speaker, 
Mr. Pollock, Mr. Ryan, Mr. Wilson, 
Mr. Corser, Mr. Maxwell and Mr. 
King. ' 

" Parli-amentar·' Buildings.-Mr. 
Speaker, Mr. P,{yne, Mr. Riordan, Mr. 
E;err, Mr. Petrie, Mr. Morgan, and Mr. 
Theodore." 

Question put and passed. 

DISEASES IN PLANTS ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

INI~'lATION. 

The SECRE.TARY FOR AGRICUL'l'URE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, b'acham)': I beg to 
move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to amend 
the Diseases in Plants Act of 1916 in 
certain particulars." 

Question p11t and passed. 
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APPRENTICESHIP BILL. 
INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Jfackay): I beg to 
rrlove-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desir­
a.bleness of introducing a Bill to regulate 
apprenticeship in certain trades and 
industries." 

Question put and passed. 

\VEIGHTS A!\D :\IIE"ASURES BILL. 
I!<:ITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): I beg to 
lllOYe-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to consoli­
date and amend the law relating to 
weight> and measures." 

Question pqt and passed. 

PUBLIC CURATOR BILL. 
INITIATION. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flindcrs): I beg to move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, re,olve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the 
Public Curator Act of 1915 in certain 
particulars.'' 

Questio•1 pqt and passed. 

AUCTIONEERS AND COMMISSION 
AGENTS ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
~1:ullan, Flindtn;): I beg· to move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the \Vhole to considN· of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the 
Auctioneers and Commission Agents Act 
of 1922 in certain particulars." 

Question puJ and passed. 

JL:STICES ACT AMEC\DME~T BILL. 
lXITlATION. 

The ATTORNEY-GE:"lERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinder.<): I beg to move-

" 'lhat the H o1Fe will, at its next 
sitting, resolve ihelf into a Committee 
of the Whole to co~sider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to make pro­
vision for the admiHance to bail of 
persons committed for sentence on 
charges of certain indietable offences." 

Question put and passed. 

OATHS ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 
INITIATION. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, J?lindn.<) : I beg to move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, l'esolve itself into a Committee 

of the Whole io consider of the d<Jsirabl&­
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the 
Oaths Act of 1867 in a certain parti­
cular." 

Question put and paRSed. 

SITTING DAYS. 

HoURS OF SITTING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUR:I!: 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eaclutm): In moving-

" That, unle,s otherwise ordered, the 
House will meet for the despatch of 
business at nine-thirty o'clock a.m. on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays in each week. and that on 
Tuesdays, \Vedncsdays, and Fridays, and 
after two o'clock p.m. on 'l'hursdaye, 
Government business do take precedence 
of all other business 

"~-\t five-thirty o'clock p.m. on each 
sitting day Mr. Speaker shall adjourn 
the House, without motion put, until the 
next sitting day, but before doing so 
shall invite the leader of the House to 
notify the order of business for the 
succeeding sitting. If the House is in 
Committee the Chairman of Committees 
shall leave the chair at twenty-five 
minutes after five p.m., report progress, 
and ask lelLve to sit again. \Vhereupon 
a mo~.ion for leave to sit again shall be 
moved and put to the House, without 
amendment or debate, and Mr. Speaker 
shall thereafter adjourn the Housro until 
the next sitting day. 

":"lathing in this Sessional Order shall 
be construed to prevent the House ad­
journing before five-thirty o'clock p.m. 
if it appears to be the wish of the 
majority so to do, in which case the 
desire of the Committee or of the House 
may be tested b:y motion (moved by a. 
Minister) t'ither ' That the Chairman do 
now leave th<J chair, report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again,' or if Mr. 
Speaker is in the chair, ' That the House 
do now adjourn,' which motion shall be 
put either in the Committee or in the 
House without amendment or debate. 

" Business interrupted at five-thirty 
o'clock p.m. under this Sessional Order 
shall stand as an Order of the Day for 
the next sitting day. 

" If a divi;ion is being taken either 
upon a question relating to the busin:lss 
before the House or a Committee of the 
Whole House or upon a motion of 
closure. the same shall be concluded 
before the House acljourns, or the Chair­
man leaves tht. chair. 

" Division upon a motion of closure 
shall include al.-o division upon the 
ques~ion upon which the closure has been 
moved. 

"That during the remainder of this 
session, Standing Order No. 17-' Debato 
on Address in Reply '-shall be construed 
ae. if five-thirty o'clock p.m. were sub­
stituted for ten-thirt.y o'clock p.m. 
wherever it occurs in the Stanrling 
Order, and eleven o'clock a.m. for four­
thirt:~ o'clock p.m. 

" 1'hat during th" remainder of this 
session, notwithstanding the provisions 
of any other Standing or Sessional 
Order, Standing Order No. 307-' Days 
allotted for Supply '-shall be construed 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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as if twenty-five minute" after five 
o'clock p.m. were substituted fm· teu­
thirty o'clock p.m. in paragraph 5. and 
'five o'clock p.m.' were substituted fo1· 
'ten o'dock p.m.' in paragraphs 6 
and 7. 

" If on the last dav but one of the 
days allotted for Supply thP whole of the 
votes remaining to be dealt with have 
not been disposed of before twenty-five 
minutes after five ,o'dock JJ.m., tlw 
Chairman shall not leave the chair until 
decisions have been arrived at upon each 
of the remaining votes, and the sitting 
of the Committee and of the House shall 
be continued until the whole of the votes 
have been decided and reported to the; 
House and an order made for reception 
of th~ resolutions from Committee of 
Supply. 

" On the day appointed for the recep­
tion of any resolution or resolutions re­
ported from Committees of SuJ?ply and 
Ways and .Means it shall be w1thin the 
discretion of the leader of the House to 
proceed forthwith with the Appropria­
tion Bill founded on such resolutions, 
notwithstanding that the hour of five­
thirty o'clock p.m has arrived, but upon 
the passage of the Bill no further busi­
ness shall be proceeded with at that 
sitting: Provided that if consideration 
of an Appropriation Bill is entered upon 
at or before the hour of five-thirty 
o'clock p.m., the period for the discus­
sion of the Bill at all stages shall b'' 
limited to eight o'clock p.m., at which 
hour every question necessary for thfl 
<disposal of the remaining stages of the 
Bill shall be put by Mr. Speaker or the 
Chairman of Committees, as the case 
may be, without amendment or deb<Lte. 

" That during the remainder of this 
session, if occasion arises to put in to 
operation Standing Order No, 249, the 
Standing Order shall be co,lstrued as if 
' ten-thirtv o'clock a.m.' were substituted 
for ' four" o'clock p.m.' and ' five o'clock 
p.m.' were substituted for 'ten o'clock 
p.m.' in paragrap·n 2. If the business 
then under discussion is not completed 
by five-thirty o'clock p.m. the Committee 
may continue· to sit until all the clauses 
of the Bill or other matter have been 
disposed of, notwithstanding the provi­
sions of any other Standin~ or Sessional 
Order. Thereupon the Chairman shall 
make his report to the House, and all 
action necessary to complete the busines3 
of the Committee may be taken, not­
withstanding that the hour for adjourn­
ment of the House has arrived.'' 

said: I would just like to say a few words in 
support of day sittings in Pa.rliament. I 
think everv member of this House at least 
is in favour of the idea of day sittings. 
Although there may be some difference of 
opinion as to the practicability of day 
sittings, there is no difference of opinion 
as to the wisdom and common sense of doing 
all that can be done of the most important 
work of tbe country in the day time. I 
should say in moving the adoption of the 
Sessional Order that at the closing of the 
last session of Parliament I forecast the 
wisdom of members giving some thought to 
the necessity of making an effort to carry 
out our business during daylight. I know 
very well that for the last sixty-five years 
P&rliament has conducted most of its business 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

by night. I think the time has come when 
we should make an effort to con­

[5.30 p.m.] duct the business of the country 
in daylight. That seems to be 

the commonsense and natural time in which 
to transact businc~s. There is no doubt in 
my mind that, when hon. members get their 
proper rest at night time, they will come 
refreshed to do the work of the country, 
and will be better fitted mentally and physi­
cally to carry out that work. If we agree 
that the most important work of a member 
of Parliament is in Parliament-we devote 
practically half the year to sitting in Parlia­
ment-and I think we may conclude that the 
most important work of hon. members is 
putting legislation on the statute-book of the 
State-then, in my opinion,. that iJ?portant 
work should be carried out m dayhght-the 
time when it is natural for work to be done. 

I know that it will be said that the innova­
tion will cause considerable inconvenience to 
hon. members who have other business to 
attend to. That in my opinion only applies 
to the city of Brisbane, and the city of Bris­
bane is not Queensland. Hon. members hold; 
ing seats away in the North, the West, and 
other parts, and probably having their homes 
or businesses in those parts, cannot attend to 
their business in the day time and come here 
at night to attend to the business of the 
country. I refute such an argument by say­
ing that hon. members should devote the 
best that is in them to placing legislation 
on the statute-book, and, if the present sala~y 
is insufficient to compensate them for the1r 
time, then that is a justification for increas­
ing the salary, and not a justification for 
making the work of Parliament fit in with 
their private business. 

I know that this innovation will cause 
inconvenience but then no innovation has 
been introduc~d bv this or any other Parlia­
ment that was worth a snap of the fingers 
that did not cause some inconvenience to 
somebody. I venture to say that, if the walls 
of this Parliament House could speak, they 
would sav that they have heard the cry 
of incon\-enience and impossibility many 
times. They heard it when the Labour 
party wanted such reforms as early closing 
and an 8-hour day, and many other reforms. 
These walls would say that they ha,ve heard 
the old Tory argument that " it could not b<' 
done" on each such occasion. I ask those 
who say that it cannot be done to give it 
a fair trial ; and, if they do, we shall discover 
in time that it can be done. Of course, it 
will cause inconvenience to hon. members, to 
Ministers, and posoibly to the general public ; 
but I sav it is the commonsenso thing to do 
to carrv" out in davlight the work for which 
we w01:e sent here. I shall not lose much 
sleep if the innovation is not carried, but I 
sincerely trust the old cry of " It cannot be 
done" will not be unduly stressed, and that 
it will be given a trial. I would point out 
that a few vears a'go it was said that the 
uni-cameral svstem was impossible and would 
make for revolution; but we have abolished 
the Upper House, and are going on all right. 
There are many other reforms to which I 
could refer which haYe met with the greatest 
resistance because it was said that such 
things could not be done. Queensland-! 
refer particularly to the present Government 
of Queensland__:has the reputation of mak­
ing history and doing things without prece­
dent, and many of those things have been 
beneficial to the people gener<t-lly, 
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::Yian:v revolutions have been brought about 
bv hon. members on the other side of the 
House, one being the closurE' and the 
guillotine. Those revolutions at the time 
were claimed to be an infringement of the 
freedom of the subject; but I venture to say 
that there is a growing· feeling outside-it. is 
not growing in me, for it has been my con­
firmed view for a long time-that a great 
deal of valuable time is taken up by repeating 
over and over again arguments such as those 
we heard to-night with regard to the sugar 
industry. We have heard for the last twenty 
years that it is the only industry that will 
keep a settlod population on the coast of 
Queensland. Those statements have been 
recorded ten thousand times in '· Hansard" 
already, and I venture to say that any capable 
journalist, getting hold of any speech made 
by an honourable member of this House, with 
perhaps five or six exceptions, could, with 
110 trouble at all, condense into one-fifth of 
the space all the fresh information on the 
subject supplied by any honourable member, 
no matter how important or unimportant he 
might be. 

I think we might make for economy in 
time if we concentrated on the work of Par­
liament and gave it our best ·efforts; if we 

-came here fresh and made it our earnest 
endeavour to cope satisfactorily with the 
work before· the House. The result would be 
noticeable in our speeches. 

This innovation does not propose to re­
duce the hours-in fact, it will increase the 
averagB hours for the greater part of the 
·work by a half an hour a day. I am confident 
that it will result in improved work by hon. 
members. I think somewhere in the Script­
ures is to be found the statement that, " Men 
-of evil ways love the darkness." While 
admitting that _much good legislation that 
has been passed m the darkness is to f>e, found 
-on the statute-book, I say that we can get 
-on just as well by carrying on in the natural 
time for work-the daylight. The work of 
legislation requires a man to be fit in every 
way. It does not require a man to come 
from his business after expending his fresh 
energies to sit here in the late hours of the 
night and carry out the work of govern­
ment, and the placing of lBgislation on the 
statute-book. That is not fair to the people. 
The time has arrived when the dutv of legis­
lation should demand from hon. me'mbers the 
best that they can give, and if the salary 
is insufficient, that is a good' argument that 
it should he increased, and that hon. mem­
bers should not give the best of their time to 
their business and the fag-end of it to the 
business of the country. 

Then you have to consider the home life 
of hon. members. Surely that is worth some­
thing to them ! ·They surely owe some obliga­
tion to their wives and families. They should 
have> some home life, and they cannot have it 
if they have to sit here half-way into the 
night. Even if the House adjourns at 11 
o'clock at night, it is 12 o'clock before 
hon. members get home, and I am auite 
satisfied, whether a man be ;a physical· and 
mental giant, as the Premier happens to 
be, or otherwiSe, he will wear down in time. 
I am confi,dent that hon. members will have 

. noti_ced that the Premi-er, although young, 
du_rmg the last two or three years gives 
ev1dence of the strenuous work he has carried 

·out and of his great responsibilities. !, there-
~ore, a~k ever:y ht?n· member to give this 
mnovat10n a fa1r tnal. I do not think I need 

·say anything further, because, as I have 

~lrcad.v indicated, although I believe in this, 
1f it proves a failure, we can go back to the 
old order of things. The time has arriv-ed 
when this Parliament of Queensland which 
has _established so many precedents ~nd has 
earned out ,;o many reforms and has led the 
way in the Parliam<mts of the world in many 
resp~cts, should bring about day sittings of 
Parliament so that the work of the country 
may be carried out in broad daylight. I think 
the system should be given a fair trial. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I agree to a 
certain extent with some of the remarks 
that have been made by the Secretary for 
Agnculture, but I was rather surprised at 
one remark he made-that everv member on 
that side of the House agrees with the pro­
posal. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I did 
not say that. I said that every member on 
this side of the House realises the wisdom 
of the proposal, if it is found to be practical. 

Mr. MOORE: It is obvious that many of 
them are prepared to sacrifice their opinions 
for the sake·of an experiment. I can quite 
understand that there are adv,antages to be 
gained by having daylight sittings. It is 
preferable to work in daylight, but there are 
also disadvantages; and it is a question for 
us to weigh well whether the disadvantages 
do not outweigh the a-dvantages. r quite 
see that it will cause a good deal of incon­
venience to certain· individuals, such as the 
hon. gentleman spoke of-that is, members 
who have businesses in Brisbane-and it is 
quite likely that with daylight sittings the 
p_eople may have their choice of representa­
tives to a certain extent curtailed. It is 
quite likely that a man may not be prepared 
to give up a business that he has sacrificed 
a large part of his life to build up for an 
office with an uncertain tenure. After aU, 
when a man gets into Parliament he does 
not know how long he is going to remain 
there. His length of tenure depends a good 
deal on matters over which he has no control 
at all, and he does not like to sacrifice his 
business to take up an office that has no 
~xity of tenure, especially when the salau 
1s not as great .as that which he can earn 
outside. It does not always follow that 
because a man gives what the Premier cal!s 
the fag end of his day to Parliament that 
fag end of the day is not worth more than 
the services of the man who gives the whole 
of . his time to the work. The experience 
g;uned by a man in his business makes him 
mo_re useful to the country in framing legis­
latiOn than the man who has no qualifica­
tion other than that he is prepared to give 
the whole of his time to his parliamentary 
work. 

Of course, it is a usefuJ thing at election 
time to attempt to influence the electors by 
saying that certain people only give the fag 
end of the day to their parliamentary work, 
but that sort of statement does not always 
bear scrutiny. I have known of instances 
where a man's capacity for work, his general 
intelligence, and generally bright outlook 
make him a much more useful man than 
another man who gives up the whole of his 
time. I quite realise also that it will cause 
inconvenience to those hon. members who 
have business with the various departments. 
because they cannot attend to that business 
at night, and they will either have to give 
an extra day to that work or take time off 
while the House is sitting to carry out the 

Mr. Moore.J 
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bl!siness that they have to clo for their con­
stituents. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That will give a good 
opportunity for a few snap divisions. 

Mr. MOORE: It may be a good oppor­
tunity to got a snatch vote. As a country 
member, my own personal predilections are 
in favour of daylight sittings, but I clo think 
it is rather a pity to curtail the oppor­
tunities for getting the best men for Parlia­
ment that we possibly can. The aim always 
has been to get the best men irrespective of 
their occupation, and we clo not want to 
make it more difficult for men to come for­
ward whose experience, perhaps, would be 
of benefit to the State by making the sitting 
hours of Parliament such that it will be 
impossible for them to attend. A business 
mrm gives up a good deal by coming into 
this House. and he is entitled to a certain 
amount of consideration. If the convenience 
of the individual can be stlldied to the 
advantage of Parliament, all the better; but 
I am averse in many ways to curtailing 
the opportunities of securing men who may 
be of great assistance. Some of the best 
men we have had in the Queensland Parlia­
ment have been business men. ancl we would 
not have had those men if it had been neces­
sary for them to give up their businesses in 
order· to come into Parliament. We might 
give the experiment a trial. It may I)Ot 1ast 
long; possibly it may be found that the 
disadvantages look bigger than they are in 
reality, but these t'hings must be considered 
when the Government are bringing in a 
novel sessional order such as this. I notice 
from the motion that it is proposed to sit 
four clays a week straight away. Every 
session that I have attended, although we 
haYe had to sit four days a week, we have 
not started to sit four clays a week at the ye:.v 
beginning. There may be reasons for 1t. 
The Secretary for Agriculture saYs we have 
only one Chamber. The hon. gentleman said 
he was quite sure that no one would think 
about establishing a second Chamber again, 
but it is quite possible it might be done. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Bring 
back a nominee Chamber? 

Mr. MOORE: Not a nominee Chamber; 
but I think it is nonsensical to say that the 
legislation that has been passed by the one 
Chamber has been either satisfactory or 
efli~acious. The whole business paper of 
Parliament is encumbered by amending 
Bills, showing that the legislation was pushed 
through in a hurried manner, ancl that not 
sufficient time was given to discuss it. If 
the extra da ,. means that the Government 
want to get "through their legislation so as 
to ger into recess, I am strongly against it; 
but if it means that greater time is to be 
given to the various measures, so that the 
Opposition will have an opportunity of 
studying the various Bills before they are 
passed, ancl will be able to give that con­
sideration to them that should be given, then 
I have not much to say against it; but I 
do trust that we shall not sit next Friday, 
because hon. members came down here with 
the idea that Parliament would not sit this 
Friday, ancl they have made other arrange­
ment•. Under the circumstances the Govern­
ment might consider the convenience of those 
members by not commencing to sit on Friday 
t·he very first week that Parliament meets. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: If it 
~uits the convenience of hon. members, we can 
agree not to sit on Friday until next week. 

[Mr. Moore. 

Mr. MOORE: I understand from the­
Secretary for Agriculture's remarks that 
this is a non-party question, and that it is 
perfectly open for hon. members to vote 
as ihey desire. The Premier made a very 
defmite statement in the Press to that effect, 
and it is onlv reasonable that hon. members 
on a matter" of this sort. should be allowed 
to vote as their consciences dictate, and not 
as the party directs. After all, it is a matter 
for the Rous<' to <lecide, and if certain 
:::Vlinisters consider tbat thev cannot carry 
out their departmental duties the way they 
should be carried out if we hav.: daylight 
><ittings, them they bhould have an oppor­
tunity of expressing their views against the 
motion. It can hardlv affect the position. 
in the House to any "great extent. · and it 
will give members <W both sides an oppor­
tunity of expressing their views in the way 
they desire, l am satisfied to f.ec a trial 
given to the proposal, hut we should give 
<'Very consideration to, and meet the con­
yenience of, hon. members. I do not say 
we should make it .a matter of paramount 
consideration, but wo want to make it a 
matter of earnest consideration before we 
rashly pass a novel proposal such as this 
to alter the hours of sitting. Members 
came into Parliament under certain con­
ditions, expecting that those conditions 
would be continued, and suddenly to have 
an alteration made during tlw life of the 
present Parliament places them in rather 
an awkward position. I trust that, if these 
clay sittings are brought about, the Govern­
ment will give consideration to members. 
who find it impossible at certain periods to 
be here, and that they will bring in their 
legislation in such a way as not to incon­
venience those members unduly. 

The Acting Premier expressed the opinion 
that this was an experiment, and I presume 
he is going to show consideration to mem­
bers who were elected to the House under· 
certain conditions. I do not think it is 
necessary for me lo say any more. As tho 
Acting Premier pointed out, we gain a cer­
tain amount of c·xtra time-I think about 
eight hours-on the allottrcl time for 
Estimates, but whether that will be a 
definite advantage, I do not know, It seems 
to me that we could have done with another 
eight hours on previous occasions. It will 
perhaps help us to get fuller discussion, and 
perhaps a httlc less hasty legislation on the 
statute-book than we have had during the· 
last three ",;essions since we have had only 
one House. I would impress on the Premier 
the advisability of giving fuller time to the 
<'Onsideration of measures. Last session a 
perfect avalanche of Bills came down upon 
hon. members, and we had scarcely time to 
read them, let alone to consider the effect 
they would have on the community. We 
see the result in the vast amount of amend­
ing legislation which we have had before 
us each session, and this session is no excep­
tion to the rule. If the Government would 
not be in such a. hurry and would give a 
little more time between the introductions. 
and second reading stages of Bills so that 
wo would have a better opportunity to go 
through them properly, the legislation would 
be more effective and would not require the 
continual amendments we have to make each 
session. 

Mr. KING (Logan) : I want to say at the 
very outset thr:.t 'I am going to oppose the>· 
motion. It is all very well for hon. mem­
bers to get up a.nd give reasons why WO' 
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should adopt daylight sittings, but I take it 
that every member in the House is guided 
more ot' le"s by personal or selfish motives­
that he censiders !1irn"clf more than th 
businc"' of the country. I say at once that 
I an1 considering myself to a 'Ter.;- great 
extent; but I recognise that I am sent lwr<' 
bv certain 0lectors to rcpresc·nt them, and Jil 

the mtcrcsts of the Sta to I am going to 
represent them to the best of my ability, 
whether we have daylight sittings or .mghr 
sittings. If the Government were smcerP 
in bringing forward this motion,, they. could 
ec1sily get over the difficulty of mght stttmgs 
by calling us together in April o~ M a;,, and 
letting us sit for a . longer 1 e~wd 111 the 
year instead of rushmg legtslatwn through 
In three months h: forced sittings late into 
the night. The st[·ongest argument adduced 
by the Acting Premier is that. by dayhght 
sittings we shall be able to dtscu,;s measures 
brought before us befon• we beco:nc w<'ary 
in mind and body, and unable to give that 
altention to the businPss that we ought to 
give. But w·e do not prepare our speeches 
or study the proposed legislation during the 
night time. vVe study it during the day 
1v hen "\V£' arc fresh ; and in the afternoon WP 
gi'e cxprcsswrr to well thought-out and 
deliberate views; and we are enabled to 
giyc our best enorgieR and clearest mind:1 
to the subjects under consideration, when we 
are not weary and tired. \V e only give 
expression later in the day to what we have 
thought out in the early part of it. l!nder 
this proposal, when are we going to have 
the opportunity of considering t_hc legisla­
tion brought before LIS, and dcctdmg what 
is best for the countrv" Are we going to 
be able to do it at night-time when we are 
weary and tired, 01· during the day when we 
\ve are otherwise engaged in the House? 
If the Government carrv this motion, it will 
mean that there will be; a pretty fro<' appli­
cation of the "gag." I say with all sincerity 
that the difficulty of night sittings could b<' 
got o\-cr if the Government would only call 
us together a few months earlier. and let '" 
give that calm and proper consideration to 
legislation which we are sPnt here to gtvc. 

The two points made by the Acting Pl'o­
mier were th'lt we could not give proper 
consideration to the needs of the country at 
night-this I have already dealt with-and 
that we arc deprived to a. great extent cf 
that ·social life to which we arc entitled. \V P 

have to !five away a grca!; deal \Vhen wc 
come into Parliament. \Ve have to deny 
ourselves a good deal of pleasure and r<'('l'e~­
tion. \Vhcn I look round the House I ""n 
sero that members on both sides are more or 
les-; engag-ed in other busine~ses. For 
instance, hov.- is the Assistant l\'Iinistcr going 
to carry on his " Go1dPn Casket n bu-,ine:;;s? 
(Laughter.) 

Hon. JYl. J. KIRWA:>l: Did you not see rn:v 
statement on that? 

Mr. KING: How j,, the Secretary for 
Pubhc Instl'uction going to < ury on his 
bar practice tf we h,tve cla~' sittings in the 
House 1 How is the hon. member for Forti­
tuck Valley going to carrv on his Metro­
politan V\,ttor Supply and Scweragi' busi· 
nes' '! How is the hon. member for Mcrthyr 
going to carry on his municipal duties~ 
How is the hon. member for Fitzrov going 
to carry on his turf business during the 
daytime? (Laughter.) 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I rise to a point 
of order. Is the hon. member in order in 
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at1 ributing to nH' a turf business which I 
have no hand in·: I ask for a withdrawal. 
or el'e I will tell the bon. member what 
ht j~. 

The SPEAKER: As tho bon. member fo:u· 
Fjtzroy rr-garcls the hon. rn0mber's state­
UlPnt a.s a reflection on hiw .. the hon. mem~ 
be1~ rnust 1vithdraw it. 

Mr. KI::\'G: I shall be only too glad to 
1rithdraw it, if th' hon. member regards it 
as a reflection. I onlv referred to it 
heC'ause I have seC'n the~ hon. member nn 
a rd('('Cour'c myself. But. if he objeet3 
to it, I ill withdraw it. Last, but not least, 
the hon. n1en1ber for Logan carries on busi­
ness as a solicitor. I do not know how I 
an1 going to carry on 111y business. Ho1Vt~n:_·r 
l arn plaC'(\.(l in a fortunate position b2causo 
I have a good partner whom I can rely on. 
But in all seriousness I cannot see how the· 
business of the country is going to be carried 
on any better than it is under existing condi­
tions. I would lik·o to say, however, that it is 
not only a members' duty to attend the sittings. 
of the House, but he has any amount of work 
to do outsi·de. His time is taken up in attend­
ing· to othPr duties in connection with his 
constituc>nc.v. How is he possibly going to 
[,c able to attend to the requirements of his 
elector·,? A member of Parliament must 

att0nd to the individual wants of 
[7 p.m.] his elect-ors, and they take up a. 

very considPrable part of his time. 
As a matter of fact, I think that in many 
doctorates the individual \\'ants of the electors 
involve more time than the attendance of the 
members in the House, and I know that many 
of the electors appreciate that attention mor·e. 
Therefore I say that, if we are confined to 
attendance at the House during the ordinary 
business hourf", we shall be deprived of the 
opportunity of attending to those requests 
and wishes which arc preferred to us by omr 
electors 

Mr. BEDFORD interjected. 

Mr. KI?\G: And som<' members of the 
House will be deprived of the opportunity 
of carrying out t,hcir capitalistic schemes at 
:\fount Isa. (Laughter.) I shall be very 
sorry indeed if my friend on the other side 
of the House is compelled to neglect his busi­
nc''S just as I shall be sony in the case of 
the poor professional lawyer. 

l\1r. BEDFORD: Those men are sinking the 
shafts on wag·es fixed by this House. 

Mr. KI::\'G: It has llecn suggestBd that the 
<lifficulti<>,, will be oYercome by ::\1inisters· 
having their Under Secretarie' down here 
at the House. I venture to say that, when 
auy me1nl-,cr got.s to intcrriew a :Wlinister, 
the latter immediat-ely rings for his l!nder 
Secretary. who probably has to ('et a staff of 
clc•rks to turn up records, which in turn have 
to he brought to the ::'vlinist.er. That means 
that tho.'<' r<'cords will have to be brought to 
th · House> for perusal by tho Minister you 
arn interviewing. 

:'vir. BEDFOrD: Hm,- oft<>n does that happen? 

Mr. KI::\'G: That means I hat valuable 
rcc·ords which shoukl not be taken out of tho 
office are going to be brought .cJown here 
and run a v·cry big chance of being lost. 
They arP worth something to the House and 
to the people of Queensland, and at best 
the change is going to ere ate endless con­
fusion. 

'I'o summari&e my remarks, I contend that 
the argument which was put forward by the 

Mr. King.] 
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Acting Premier that we would bring clear, 
untired minds to bear upon the subjects on 
which we haYe to d-eliberate falls to the 
ground, because with day sittings the only 
time we shall haYe for thinking out what is 
in the best interests of the State, and forming 
our ideas to present to the House will bo the 
night time, when we are fagged out and dog­
tired-when the country is not going to get 
the best that is in us. Then the suggestion 
.behind all this. as hinted by the Acting 
1'rcmicr. i·< that, if the salary we arc paid 
as members is not equal to our needs; in­
-creased sal a rie., should be provided. I am 
·totally opposed to the innovation, and, if it 
means that the members' salari·es are going to 
be increased; it will be an unwal'nntcd 
fm·thcr tax on the people of Queensland which 
they should not be called upon to pay. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTuRE: Speak 
for yourself. 

Mr. KING: I am speaking for myself, and 
I venture to say I am speaking for other 
hon. members as well. I support the request 
by the leader of the Opposition that, if the 
innovation is introduced, it will not be 
brought into force this week. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnctt): The Acting 
Premier stated that the most important 
-duty of a member of Parliament is to study 
legislative measures and place them on the 
statute-book. That is a very important 
matter, but I do not know that it is alto­
gether the most important. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
business of the country IS of the first 
importance. 

Mr. CORSER: That may be so, but, when 
you come to examine the Parliament to-day, 
vou must realise that hon. members to some 
€xtent, particularly on one side of the House, 
are actuated by the minds of some one else, 
and merely come here as part of a machine. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: Speak for yourself. 
Mr. CORSER: I am one who generally 

wishes to be guided by my own opinion and 
to allow my conscience to be my master, and 
therefore I am not going to allow even a. 
Governmen.t to institute a Parliament or a 
council to dictate terms or enforce conditions 
upon me, and whilst I am a. member of this 
House, in carrying out my duties, I shall 
resist any attempt to do so. Besides interest­
ing ourselves in measures to be placed on 
the statute-book, I find that a very important 
dutv devolving upon a member of Parlia­
ment, particularly a member from a rural 
district, is to see to the carrying out of 
those measures and endeavour to fight some 
of the regulations framed under such mea­
sures. It is the duty of a member to see to 
that in the interests of his constituents. It 
is his duty to try and secure for his consti­
tuents that benefit that is intended by the 
different measures, and which is rendered 
impossible by the regulations framed by the 
Cabinet. 

It has been stated, and probably correctly 
so, that personal motives actuate hon. mem­
bers to some extent in connection with this 
matter. Speaking personally as a country 
member who has endeavoured right along 
to live in his constituency, it is impossible 
for me, if we are to meet here at 9.30 a.m., 
to attend to any duties round the departments 
and still be in my place here, and I believe 
that will also be the case with many country 
members. If we are to sit on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, we shall 

[Mr. King. 

have onlv Saturday to attend to our other 
duties round the departments, and it will 
be impossible for me to get to my electorate 
and back if I cannot get away on I<riday 
night. In that case I would not be able 
to get back before Tuesday morning, and if 
I left my business until Saturday, I could 
not get back until Wednesday, and it will 
be absolutely impossible for me to spend any 
time round the departments if we have to sit 
for four days a week, as is intended by this 
innovation. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Will the hon. member give it a trial? 

Mr. CORSER: I would point out to the 
::Y1inistcr that, whilst I agree that most 
departments have been very fair with hon. 
members and most Under Secretaries and 
officers have as far as possible attended to 
hon. men1bers' requirements, it is sometimes 
necessary for us to go to the heads of 
branches. If the Under Secretaries were 
available here, they would probably not have 
the first-hand knowledge that would be avail­
able to hon. members if they interviewed the 
heads of the various branches in attending to 
the inte1·ests of their constituents. I do not 
say that this is going to do away with night 
sittings either. I am afraid that it is not. 
I do not think anything will do away with 
them whilst there arc unreasonable Govern­
ments in office. The Acting Premier has 
almost endeavoured to make this a party 
question. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No, I 
have not. 

Mr. CORSER: I understood it was not 
to be a party question. The Acting Premier 
stated that all reforms were brought in by 
his Government, and that hon. members on 
this side of the House were always opposed 
to them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I gave 
your party credit for bringing in the closure. 

Mr. CORSER: I give the· hon. gentle· 
man's party the credit of bringing in the 
ban on ratoon cotton. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. CORSER: And then having to lift 

that ban and initiate some new Teform. It 
was claimed by the Opposition that no 
country in the world could grow ratoon 
as we could. It ha& now been seen that 
something new that was instituted ,and 
advocated by the members of the Oppo­
sition has had to be adopted to save 
a rural indqstry for Queensland. I am 
desirous of assisting the Minister as far as 
possible, and, whilst I agree with the Acting 
Premier and those associated with him that 
they will find it easier to have their Under 
Secretaries present· at the House, thus mak­
ing it easier for thom to do their duty, I 
believe it is going to make it much harder 
for the members from the rural districts to 
do their duty. It is very nice, as the Acting 
Premier said, for those members who live in 
Brisbane to be .able to go home to their 
families at night, but the only opportunity 
that the country member has of going home 
to his family is by catching the train on 
Friday night, reaching home on Saturday, 
and then leaving again on Monday to be 
present at the HousG on Tuesday. Day sit­
tings ,are going to make it harder for him 
even to do that. In fact, they will make it 
almost impossible for him to do so, and it 
might force him to take his family from the 
electorate altogether. I do not mind the 
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initiation of any new reform, but I feel that 
-this will be found to be impossible, and hon. 
members will not be able to do the good for 
their constituents that thev have done in the 
past. We shall not benefit by the day sit­
rings, and. I do not know that the country 
will benefit either. If the Minister wishes 
to bring in measures with greater delibera­
tion and give hon. members a greater chance 
of studying the various reforms, the House 
can sit earlier, or, as it has often done, sit 
five days a week, and late hours at that. 
Fixing the hours of sitting is in the hands of 
the GoYernment. but the proposal is not 
going to bring abcut better legislation, but 
will curtail the activities of the members 
around the various departments during the 
day in their desire to attend to the require­
ments of their constituents. 

Mr. KELSO (cTunclah): The Acting Pre­
mier in introducing this proposal seems to 
have confined himself to two, or I might say 
three, stock arguments. He told us that 
night sittings interfere with our rest--

Several interjections being made by hon. 
members. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! This 
dialogue between hou. members must cease. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KELSO: The principal point made 
by the Acting Premier seems to me to have 
i:Jeen that night sittings disturbed his rest at 
night. I think that before the close of last 
session he foreca,t this motion, and he 
referred to the fact that it would be a nice 
11hing fo" every man to spend his evenings 
in the bosom of his family. Now he tells us 
that only the fag end of the day is given to 
legislation if we sit at night-that after a 
man has done a day's work it is impossible 
for him to give of his best in this House. 
'Though he admits that it will be an incon­
venience to metropolitan members if this 
proposal is carried, I think he has only 
touched the fringe of the discussion. 

In discussing this matter I want to look 
at the subject all round. When I rose hon. 
members on the other side suggested " Here 
is another business man coming forward." 
That is so. Like the deputy leader of the 
Opposition, I am frank, and say that it will 
be an inconvenience to most of t'hc metro­
politan members. 

Mr. HYNES: You only make your parlia­
mentary duties 1c side; line. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member is wide of 
the mark, as I hope to prove later on to hon. 
members on the other side of the House. 
Let me take first of all the larger question­
the question of how Ministers arc going to 
do their work. There is a certain responsi­
bility attaching to the office of the Cabinet 
Minister, and I want to know how the Min­
isters are going to carry out their work. If 
they do their duty and come here and take 
part in the debates, they cannot be at their 
offices. They cannot be in two places at the 
£ame time. It is a fact, as the hon. member 
for Logan suggested, that the Ministers can 
have their Under Secretaries in attendance 
here during the time Parliament is sitting, 
but that oertainlv will not make for efficiencv 
in the departments over which those Under 
Secretaries have controL They will be away 
from their offices, or, if not away from their 
offices, they will be called backwards and 
forwards whenever Ministers want to see them 
and ask questions in connection with their 

records. From that point alone thoro will be 
a considerable additional expense fm· extra 
officers who will have to spend ·their time 
running to and from the House getting infor­
llHttion for the Minister. 

I was yery pleased to hear the hon. mem­
ber for Burnett admit that country members 
will be at a disadvantage under this proposed 
alteration. It is a fact that a number of 
country members-and I presume this in­
cludes some hon. members on the other side 
of the House-who live in the country and 
within a reasonable distance of town can 
lean• Brisbane on Friday and get back again 
on Tuesday. Some return on Tuesday morn­
ing, while others cannot get here until 
Tue,day at mid-da:c 

Mr. CARTER : They arc paid to be lH~re 
\'.'hen they are wanted. 

Mr. KELSO : That is quite right. At the 
same time they are her·e to represent their 
constituents, and many of them do a lot of 
work when they go home for the week-end. 
Hon. members who lh·e a short distanc·e from 
Brisbane know that perfectly well. They 
return to their homes over the week-end, and 
interview their constituents on subjects of 
importance. It is their duty to attend to 
that business, yet the hon. member for Port 
Curtis tells us that it is their duty to be here 
to attend to their duty. 

Mr. CARTER: When the House is sitting it 
is the duty of an hon. member to be in the 
House. 

Mr. KELSO : 'i'he hon. member knows 
perfectly well that the House only sits on 
Tuesdays, Vi ednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays, and there is nothing very much in 
that argument. It is a very peculiar thing 
that another ~ectiou of the Labour party 
outside advocates-and they have done so 
successfully in South Brisbane--that the 
local authorities ohould hold their meetings 
at night. One reason why they do that is 
the same as one reason why I argue that 
we should sit here in the evening-not too 
late, because I suggest to the Minister that 
a fair compromise would be that we should 
commence in the afternoon at 2 o'clock, and 
the House should automatically adjourn at 
9 o'clock at night. If we adjourn at 9 
o'clock, every man then could get back, as 
the Secretary for Agriculture says, to the 
bvsom of his family in decent time. The 
l'ress and members of the " Hansard" staff 
could also get through their work perhaps 
an hour later, and thev, tov, could get home 
at a decent time. · ' 

There is an agitation outside to have night 
sittings for local authorities. This is another 
strong point-almost from timP immemorial 
in Great Britain and in the British-speaking 
dominions the public have had a right to 
listen to their representatives in Parltament. 

Mr. HYNFS: Thev have llever availed 
themselves of the "privilege here, except 
member's relations. 

Mr. KELSO: Every time when an interest­
ing· argument is on, or when the Govern­
ment are in a critical position and do not 
know where they are, you will find the 
galleries crowded with people. At any rate, 
the public have had this right for genera­
tions, and I ask why hon. members opposite, 
whc are always crying about the privileges 
of the people-their concern is for the people 
-are going to take this privilege away. If 
any of their electors wish to hear the debates 
in Parliament, they. will have to get time 
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off in the a ftL·rnoon tu hear the words of 
wisdom that fall frorr, the lips of hon. 
m0mbers opposite. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRt:CTION: 
Can ih<'Y not read " Hansard "'? 

.Mr. KELSO: The hon. member has a 
very pocr opinion of himself if ho thinks 
that cold print in '' Hansard" is anything 
lik0 the spckrn word. I urn mrc the hon. 
gentleman \Yil! admit that if a speech is 
listened to by a thousanci pcop!P, it is 
infinitelv more eflcctive than if it is n'ad 
by a thousanLl people. I am very much 
concenwd abont anotl1t'r matter, and I am 
quite- sincere in ibis. I ask hon. nH~mbers 
opposite why it i~, jf you cannot do good 
work at night. that they have their caucus 
mec•tings at night·: 

l\Jr. \YmGIIT: Thcv do not have their 
cuucu;, rnceting~ at n'ight. 

Mr. KELSO: I r0ad in the Press a littlP 
while ago that a certain party sat till 4 
o'clock in the morning. Ministers must not 
overlook this fact-that if we have day 
sittings of Parliament, l:oth parties must 
have their deliberations at nigl1t-not only 
hon. members on that side of the House, but 
also hon. members on this side. I do not 
suppose for a mo:ment that uny hon. mmn­
ber on the oppositE' sic.le will admit that he 
is physically weaker in the evening. Medi­
cal test.imonv tells us thftt we are at our 
worst physically about 3 or 4 o'clock in the 
morning, and that w0 are at our best 
between 6 o'clock in the evening ar.d 9 
o'clock at night; and I would ask hon. mem­
bNs to rc>mcmbcr that some of the finest 
efforts that have been mac.le on the public 
platform, :end some of the finest lectures 
that have eve1· bC'en delivered have bec>n 
delivered between 7 o'clock and 9 o'clock at 
11ight. I certainly am opposed to long 
sittings, Hl1ll I always 1 bought it would be 
a good thing for the House to dose auto· 
rnaticaHy at a certain tln1e. During my timf' 
here I havP noticPd t!mt after 9 o'rlock 
there seems to be a slackening of interest. 
I say that we are at our best in the period 
be tweon rl.inner time and 9 o'c1ock, br,causo 
by that time we have brightened up an<i 
our energies and onr brain capacity-such 
of _us as lutve that brain capacity-are at 
the1r very briqhtest. The whole history of 
thte lecture platform shows that the verv 
best cHarts have bN•n given during that 
timP. 

:Mr. CARTER: Burghrs do their best work 
at night time. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member has the 
adl'antag-p of mo in that respect. He evidently 
knows more about burghtrs than I do. If 
he is _listening to my arguJnents, he \vill know 
that I am claiming that tbe l>est work is that 
done• up to 9 o'elock, hut his burglar friends 
arc gentlemen who come in the small hours of 
the moming-. The effect of this proposal will 
be that every member who takes his parlia· 
mentftry duti·cs seriously, if he is going to do 
certain things for his constituents during the 
day, will have to lcav0 Parliamc'llt in order 
to do that work. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'ULTrRE: VIe are 
not all mdropolitan members. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member for Forti­
tu·de Valley this afternoon, in reply to an 
interjection as to what he was going to do if 
he wanted to attend council meetings, said 
that rt was easy enough to do if he got a 
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"pair.'' If w get into the hablt of getting 
" pairs" on both sidt>,; of the House, the 
attendanc<' will gradually diminish, and the 
debates will suffer in consequence. I think 
thatc that certainly would be neglect of duty 
on thr' part of ho11. members. I regret that, 
notwithstanding statements in the public 
Press that this debate would not oo con­
ducted on partv lines. the Serret.arv fo1· 
Agriculture has told us that the Go,·ernment 
hav0 d<'cided in a certain c.lirection. \Ve 
know that there are certain members on the. 
oth0r side who do not approve of this motion. 

1'lr. CARTER: Not ono. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Have any 

of your side approved of it'! 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. g·entlcman must be 
deaf if he has not heard hon. members rise 
up one after the other and oxpres' their views. 
on the subject. H·o asks if anv of us on this 
side approve of it. Surely 'he must have 
been asleep to make that remark. It is a 
great pity that the Government have not 
given the rank and file of the Labour party 
freedom to express their opinions. It onlv 
clinches the argument that hon. memhe,:s 
opposite, when they are whipped into line, 
have to vote as they are told to do. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC IxsTRt:CTION: 
Give it a trial. 

Mr. KELSO: It is well known that there 
are a number of members opposite who do 
not want these day sit·tings who would be 
prepared to stand up if it was a non-party 
question and advocate their views. This is. 
not a matter of politics, but of the personal 
com·enience of hon. members. I think the­
Minister will admit that it is a matter of the 
personal convenience of every hon. member. 
Some hon. members on this side have admitted 
that they disagree and some that th 'Y agree 
with the proposal: but it would be a propel' 
thing to take a vote of the House and let 
every m0mber be free to express his opinion. 
I sugg~st to the Minister that, if we started 
at 2 o'clock and a.djourned at 9 o'cl~JCk, we 
would get the same number of hours m. W o 
would adjourn at a ro•asonable time and go 
home early, and I think the work would be 
effectively carried out. As the hon. member 
for Logan pointed out, hon. members could 
then attend to their duties outside and have 
time to prcpa1·e their speeches. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRlCULTURE: Arc you 
speaking for yam· party? 

Mr. KELSO: It is well kno\Vn that, so far 
a~ we an~ concerned, ·rYer~v n1an c...tn sp€ak 
for himself. That is evident on the face of it_ 

[7.30 p.m.J 
The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC 1xSTRUCTIOX : 

Prc:"t?nt a unitoU front. as \VC' do. 

Mr. KELSO: Hon. member' opposite were 
not a. Yi'ry united ptrtY the other night if 
the l're'·S is telling the truth. They were a 
\Try di,united part:' at 4 o'clock the othm· 
morninp:. !Opposition laughter.) \Vhat 
about the late leader of the Labour party­
the hon. member for Bowcn? !Renewed 
laughter.) 

ThP :"l'EAKEH : Order! 

:J;Ir. KELSO: I ;; as drawn off the track 
by the SPcretarv f,w Public Instruction. I 
!hi 'lk my proposition is fair and reasonable, 
and will get ovc•r the difficulty. I quite· 
agree with the ban. gentlPman that late sit­
tings arP not a.dYisable. They are a tax on 
everybody, and I think the hours I have 
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mentioned would give us more opportunitv 
to .do our work better, more opportunit~ 
-dunng the day tnne to prepare our speeche"s 
and dn those tlungs which it is our duty to 

-do as members rcpresentmg constituencies 
than the proposed arra~gement, ,and it woukl 
!<eep us from Iong s1ttmgs here at much 
Inconn~ntence 10 vurselves and evervbodv 
else .. I earne>tl:; asl~ .the Acting Premier to 
<:on~Jdcr the PW!•O">LJOH. I intend to vote 
against the Lloti<,n. 

1:fr. KE~R (Eno(JU< m) : One attitude on · 
~~hwh I thmk m·cry hon. member is a~·roed 
r, that the :<ffaus of the people should 
rece1ye the hrst consideration. We must 
Mhmt that every attention should be given 
to the State a:1el tJ:e people in the St,ate, but 
at the same bme It should be realised that 
the members of the Opposition have to work 
ver:f much harder than member' sitting 
behmd the Government. 

Mr. I3EDFORD: .Why'? \Ve have more 
responsibility than you ever had. 

Mr. KERR; It is necessary for members 
of the Opposition at short notice to giye 
much . t1me dunng parliamentary hours to 
the DI!ls that come before the House, ,and I 
venture t.o say that that is better done in 
!he moynmg than at night. If this proposal 
IS earned. we shall have to give a great deal 
of atte;1tion t~ public matters under the 
mght hg~t whiCh wa~ previously given to 
"them durm~ the .mornmgs. If the very best 
legJsla twn 1s desired, I venture to say that 
WP s.~?uld ge~ better leg_islatio~ under the 
~ondJcions wh1ch haYe eXIsted hitherto than 
under th1s proposal. I want to sav too 
how m_1fortunate . it is that party p~litic~ 
should mt:'r.ferc With something which should 
be the pnnlegc of the House. 

It mmt not be oyerJookcd also that. when 
,~anous gentlemen with private occ11pations 
\n'nt befor~ the eledors, they did so on the 
undcrst anchng that their hours were fixed. 
and to that extent this proposal is a breach 
of contract .. contrary. to anything which has 
been m . PxJstencc m Queensland politics. 
\Ve reahse that to~day Parliament is not 
what rt used to be. Various decisions arc 
known to the peo]Jle by reason of the publi~ 
catwn of mformatwn about caucus meetings 
befm:(' Parliament was called together even 
to d1scuss the matters involved. Thus the 
freodo:n of the Houw is being dragged right 
d~w': mto the gutter by a party who are not 
stJckmg to the tenets of men anxious to 
l<;>gislate properly. \Ve should be in a posi· 
bo'; to. propose matters to be dealt with in 
\ogJs!atwn, but. unfortl!natelv, to~dav that 
lS not the case. · · 

Then' is another outstanding point ,vhich 
appeals to nw very much. and that is that 
one of tlw principal re":sons for the present 
propo~al Is to be found m the absence of the 
Pr.emiCr during the reces.•. It was yerv 
:'Yident that he was against the prest'r{t 
mtentwn of the GoYer';ment, but "·bile the 
cat has been mnty the miCe have been at play. 
Durmg l11s. absence a caucus meeting was 
held, a~d 1t was announced in the papers 
that .this proposal. had been passed. The 
Premier, to save Ius facp and to retain the 
supporL of u secl"ion of his partv has said 
"\Ve will give it a trial." Those' few word~ 
C'OVCI' a multitude of sins on the part of 
Gov~rnment member,;. and they are prepared 
io h1de under the cloak of giving it a chance 
rather ~han co;n0 out in the open, as they 
should m Parliament. and vote as indepen~ 

dent mPmbers of the Chamber. In proof of 
my words, I wish to quote from page 17 of 
" Hansard " for 1922. where the Premier is 
reported as having said-

,, In reply to the sugg·cstion put for­
ward by hon. members opposite. I regret 
that the suggestion made is not a prac­
ticable one, because Ministers have to 
attend to their departments in the 
1norning. 

" Mr. JVIorgan: It is only one day in 
the week. 

" The PREMIER : :Ministers are already 
engaged on duties which keep them away 
from their departments a sufficient length 
of time. and, if we held the sittings of 
Parliament in the mornings, it would 
become very embarrassing to Ministers 
to have to attend to their departments 
and to the House as well, and it would 
be difficult for :\1inisters to keep up the 
work of their departments." 

Of course, the reason for the change is to be 
found in the caucus decision. No one is 
against a reform if he is a thinking person, 
and i1 is going to be for the benefit of the 
State; but we want the Government to look 
well ahead, and not merely say. " Give it 
a trial," -as they gave the prohibition of 
ratoon cotton a trial. The present hours 
have worked vorv well for the convenience 
of hon. members: and. after all is said and 
c!one, members who give their energy and 
abilitv and brains to the community are 
entitled to a certain amount of cons.idera­
tion. \Ve know ycrv well that. while the 
Premier was awav. i't was freely mooted in 
the public Press that day sittings were going 
to be brought about for the purpose of 
justifying an increase in salary. 

Hon. M. J. KIRWAN: What paper did that 
appear in? You cannot prove it. 

Mr. KERR: I challenge them to say that 
this question was not raised iu caucus. Yet 
we find that, when the Premier comes back 
and it is a question of a 44~hour week and 
" reduction of the pay of public servants, 
they could not possibly b0 granted. The 
position is as clear as a nutshell. (Laughter.) 

::\Tr. BEDFORD int<>rjected. 

:\Ir. KERR: There is uot much in your 
nutshell. I luwc heard of a picture of a 
man's forPhead with "To let" on it, but I 
think it shoulrl have been "LTnfurnishcd." 
and that applies to the hon. member. He 
should be put in his place. 

J\1r. BEDFORD: I3y a g·enius like ~·ou? 

Mr. KERR: It is just as wPll that we 
should put the hon. nwmht>I' in his place 
nnce and for all. It is no pleasure for 
onvboch· 1o come into the Hous<' and 
ha\·e perwna] interjections thrown at him. 
:"iobod:-· objects to having pertinent interjec­
tious made to him~thcy assist materially 
-hut, when one gets pPrsonal interjections, 
hon. mcmb0rs must recognise that he must 
retaliate. It is verv difficult indeed to 
reconciiP thP proposai made to~night with 
what has oct"uned preYiously since I have 
been in Parliament. During that time two 
additional lVlini:<,tcrs have been created, .and 
on each occasion the only argument of the 
Attm·neY·GenC'ral was that th<C administra-
1ion demanded the appointment of an extra 
::Yiinister. 

He stated 
matters with 

that he had to attend to 
the lTnder Secretary. The 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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Home Secrct.a rv stated that he had to attend 
to every individual application for allowance 
in rPspect of State children. I venture to 
say that the Director of the State Children 
Department will be practically living down 
here, and we shall have a number of Under 
Secretaries and clerks coming to Parliament 
IIouso, and the conduct of business in that 
way is not in the best interests of the State. 
During several sessions \Ve have cram1nod two 
days into ono, and that must show that 
there was not much desire on the part of 
the Govprnment to pass the best possible 
legislation. There must be something behind 
this matter, and, whilst I admit that we 
must give our very best energies to the State, 
I contend that hon. JW•mbers are entitled 
to some consideration. A mE>mber of Parlia­
ment may be very popular t.o-day and secure 
a popular vote, but what is going to happen 
to him when he is thrown out of Parliament'! 
\Ve have to considPr that aspect very care­
fnllv. and I for onf', when I get tossed out 
of Parliament-as 1 possibly may at some 
fu~ure dau~~a1n not going backwards, but I 
\Yant to sec to the future as far as I can. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I suspected that. 

C\Tr. KERR: The hou. gentleman will pro­
bably go and live at :'11ount IFa. It has been 
suggested that the House should sit from 2 
p.m. to 9 p.m., and that \vill very well meet 
tlw tlesirc•s of the Opposition and of some 
hon. members opposite who are not game to 
voice thci1· opinions in this ParliamPnt, but 
retain them for the scaled caucus chamber. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. IV. }1cCormack, ('airns): As one of 
the hon. nwmbcrs \Yho has been abused by 
the hon. ID('ffih{'r for Enoggera--

}11'. KERR: I did not abuse anv hon. 
member. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I think the hon. member abused everybody. 
A good deal has been stated by hon. mem­
bers who have speoken regarding the fact 
that, when a party come to a decision, the 
individual member:' of that party should be 
allowed to come mto the House and vote 
against that decision if their personal wishes 
are opposed to it. That is a YNY fine idea! 
That is one of the troubles that has con­
fronted hon. memb0rs opposite, and which 
they have br•Pn trying to remedy during the 
last four or five years. Thev have been trv­
ing to rpmc·dy that difficulty~ which has pro­
vented them from coming into this House 
and speaking- as om• party. Am I right or 
arn I \\Tong'! 

Mr. VoWLES: The hon. gentleman is 
absolutely wrong. 

'l'ho SECHE'I' AHY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: 
That haB bcpn the aim and object of hon. 
membr·rs opposite for the last four or five 
years. 

Mr. KELW : \Yhv dirl tho Premier say 
that it \\~ould not Go a party question? 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LA?-JDS: 
'l'hPre ha' bepn nothing to supplant party 
Gonmnwut with all its disabilities and its 
abus<', and, if thf'ro is nothing to take its 
place, thPn parties muot remain whole, if 
they are going to gm·ern the country. It is 
useless for hon. members to say that, if a 
minority of a Government or Opposition 
disagree with the majority, the minority 
should come in!.o the House and show their 
disagreenwnt by having a first-class wrangle 
in front of the 'country. I repeat again that 

[Mr. [{err, 

ha.s been the very difficulty that has pre­
vented the Opposition from being an effectiv& 
Opposition eyer since this Government ca;ne 
into power. They have offered no effective 
opposition. 

0PPOSITI02<; MEMBERS : '\Vha t? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Personally, I think it is a good thing to have 
a good sound Opposition in Parliament. It 
is 'good for the Government and it is good 
for the country. 

Mr. VowLES: \Vhy arc you making it a 
party question? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If tho hem. gentleman wants to retain unity, 
he will have to do what every other party 
in the \Vorlcl has don0, and that is to sink 
iLdiYidual opinions for the benefit of the 
\I bole. 

}ir. VowLES: "'c :trc doing th<tt. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Then why complain about this party when­
it is proposing to do that? If I expres_sed 
anv desire to ('ross ovc1~ and vote against 
thi~s proposrtl, my pn rty "\Yould not ask n1e 
to vote for it. It is an unin1portant matter~ 
which affecis nobody so far as the political 
existence of hon. n1cmbers :is concerned. 

Mr. KELRO: \Yhy did the Premier say it 
1vae to be a non-part,v question? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I rlo not kno">. As a good party man-and 
I hold I am a good pari':: man-I thmk 
that wh0n a party come to a decision they 
should stick to that decision, and not go out 
disunited and attempt to tell the peopl0 
that the'' can then gm~crn the country, 
whereas they cannot govern the country. 

}fr. EDWARDS: The hon. member for 
Bowen wiped rou out of office. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:NDS: 
I am not objceting to giving daylight sittings 

"fL trial if thcv can be carried out. It would 
be' a good thing for me if they could bE' 
successfuL I do not \Yallt to be hero aj;, 
night, for· I could spend my time more 
c•njoyubly elscwherf', and so could eYcry hon. 
member. \Yhat I do feel is that it will not 
be :;;ucrc-;sful. Th0 individuals \Vho aro 
going to f'Uff£'r are the nccnpa.nts of the 
Tr<'asurv bench. I know that, and I knm.­
that I 'certainlv will not be able to give 
th,,t close ]wrsonal "ttention to my depart­
ment that I have given it in the pact. If 
thc·re is anything Labour Minist(•rs can be 
proud ,1£, it is 1 he close personal a tten­
tion thc.v giYo to their dc•partments. They 
havG no o1hPt' i11terf'sts to pi·c,·cnt them 
giving the "hole of thc·ir time to their 
dcpa rtnrcnt;;. 

J\1 r. Y o WLES : You ha Ye no other interests 'I 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
}Jinistprs haYO no other interest<. and the 
hon. gentlemar; knows that. They 1mvn 
nothing in the nature of a trade to concern 
them, and hav.o no other interests to attend 
tn. and ··o ('an dc>Yotc all thC'ir 1imc to th0ir 
departments. 

:VIr. CLAY'fOX: IB the hon. g0ntleman net 
interf',ted in :\Iount Isa? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
C\o; but even if I were interested in Mount 
Isa, it \rould not require any of my time tn 
attend to it, because th0rc a.re people to 
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attend to that part of ihe business. \Vhen 
I say Minister> have no othH inter0sts, I 
particularly refer to businesses. 

:Mr. KEBO: Are Labour members unique 
ia their close attention to their departments' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I think so. (Opposition dissent.) One of my 
ob,iections to the daylight sittings is that I 
believe that less attention will be given 
to thE' administration of the depat·tments 
than would otherwise be the case. The need 
for close admini~tration is very great, and 
in my opinjon is as great as the need for 
legislation. Gc;od governments have passed 
a great deal of leg-islation, and in cast'S it 
has been badly administered. 

An 0PPOSITI0X MEMBER : That IS truP. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
H has been badlv administered because t.hme 
administering it "are opposed to the principles 
of that legislation. One of the wcakne,scs 
is that we have to deal with an organisa­
twn that may not believe in the principles 
that we translate into law, and for that 
l'<'as'?n if a Minister who is trying to 
admunstC>t' an Act of Parliament and the 
'enants he is dealing with a{·c totally 
oppos0d to th.~ principles of that Act, he has 
twtce tht! work of the Minister who is deal­
in/3" '':ith a >'taff who 0ntireJy agree with the 
pnnciplPs contained in thu lPC"i''''ation. It 
is not that the officers are at~ all di,!oyal. 
but thPy arc not as oagPr or as c-nthnsiastic 
in carrying- out somo idra that \YC' as a 
party bc·lievc in and which thcv do not 
bc·lieve in, and consequc'mly the' Minister 
h:t' con,,tantly to keep them up to 1hC' prin­
Ciples c!'mtaincd in that legislation. That 
'" the difficulty of tha position. 

Hon. \V. H. BAR~E~: Is that not a reflec­
tion on your :;::taff? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::"i"DS: 
'l'ho hon. gentleman knows quitp well that 
he would not solcDt a 1nan as 1nann.ger or 
head of a t!Ppartmcnt in his owt1 busim'~s to 
c·arry out a. policy which that man had 
openly >iatcd would not bo successful. 

:Mr. CL<\YTO:>r: The Secretary for A<;Ticnl­
ture must huve some trouble with the 
Council of Agriculture. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS· 
They arC> not offic0rs of the department. If 
w<:> are to bo here for foul' davs a week then 
a good deal of the administrative side ~£ the 
work will be neg-lected, and it will be diffi­
cult to do the work. The atmosphere of the 
HmtR,' is against it. I havo found that to be 
the> ease. In att~mpting to do work here I 
have found that my decisions were not so 
satisfactory, because you are drawn awav 
from your work by the atmosphere of the 
House an~ by <;>thC>r matters that keep you 
from dealmg \nth that work in the way it 
should b0 dealt wJth. So far for that side of 
the question. The othm side of the question 
ts as to whether it will succeed. I personally 
would have prufenPd a proposal that this 
House adjourn definitely, say, at 9 o'clock. 

0PPORfTION ME~JBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. KEI.SO: Automatically? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Y cs, if t~e qpposition. without sacrificing 
any of th<>Jr nghts, would undertake that in 
the time at our disposal a certain amount of 
business would be put through. The Govern· 
ment must get the business through. If hon. 

members opposite held up any of our legisla­
tion. then we would put it through aft-er tea 
by the closure-make no mistakB about that. 

Mr. Vowr.ES: ~When you hold us up we~ 
ha Ye to suffer too. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I believe there is a genuine desire to curtail 
the hours of sitting, and it would be a good 
thing if that pwposal were accomplished. Ir 
such a proposal as that was n1ade, and the 
hon. members of the Opposition assisted us 
to g<:'t our legislation through-that is, fair 
legis:ation-somcthing ~would be accomplished. 

::\Ir. KELSO: You never consulted us. 
:VIr. VoWLES: I consultud the Governmeni 

in ~\ugust, 1922. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Quite a number of the hon. members opposite 
agTf'(~ to this prorwsal. If I was a private 
mNnber I would be a " whole hogger" for it, 
because it would give me the night for myself. 
I am here only looking at it from a selfish 
point of view. 

:VIr. ::\loRGA~: It is not a selfish point of 
Yicw; it is in the interests of the country. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LAl\DS: 
I fpar that th0 proposal will mean whole day 
un<i 11lght sit tings. 

:\h. KEL,.o: Do you look upon the busineSlO 
of the country as paran1ount? 

The SECHETARY FOil PUBLIC LAND8: 
I think that eY "ry hm1. nt<'mber of this House 
should. if he does not, look upon the busine.sa 
of the countr0· as paramount; but I do noi 
think this propo>nl will b€ looked upon a• 
paramount in the public interests. 

:\h. En wARDS: You just said it was. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt"BLIC LAKDS: 
fear that we shall be sitting- both in the 

(i:-•. \ an~l at night tirn{:. I would sooner have 
th~' old system, where th<' physical effect of 
hon. rnPmb('rs opposit0 compelled l<'gislation 
-and I say '' compelled'' advisedly-to be 
passed at half-past 10 or 11 o'clock after the 
day had been practically wasted. The day 
may not hayo be0n practically wasted, as 
CY rv hon. member has a right to say what 
he thinks; but the physical effect of their 
action brought ahont d<'lay in the transac­
tin11 of l·ll:;:inP:-;s. 

If the hon. mcmhen of the Opposition are· 
honest a.nd give this proposal a fair trial; the 
:Ylinio,ters maY be the onlv ones who will~ 
suffer. Day ·sitting·s w, re· held during the 
time whc•n I \\'as Speaker. \Ve have also had 
them since. The:· \YPr<' iutroduced, not for 
tlw purposes of curtailing debatE', but to 
gi \ • the House an opportunity to discuss 
tlw Estimates. That is all they accomplished. 
\\'c know that "·c did not get any more busi­
lll'SS through, because aft('r sitting all day 
we had to sit lab• at night just the same_ 
For that~ rPason. if hon. m,cmbers opposits 
will give this tww Se'8ional Or,der a fair­
trial and allow the Gowrnment to get legil!­
lation through in the day time, then th.o· 
dav sitting·s will no doubt be a success. 

i\fr. BD WARDS : You do not blame us for 
trying· to hlock i<'g·islation which we do not 
think is for the good of the country? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not blame hon. members for anything. 
It may be argued that sensible men will do· 
that. After th(' case has been definitely 
stated and well stated opposition thereaft€r 
is mostly futile and critical. After five or six 
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1lpeakers haYe addressed themselves to a 
particular subject, ther·e is very little new to 
say on It. T~e ):mlk ?f the debate that brings 
about late sittmgs rs phvsica] rather than 
mental. A row occurs, a'ird the hon. mem­
bers of tlw Opposition sav "You won't go 
borne. yet." "'' 

Mr. JI..IoRGA:-1 : Doe;; it ever change your 
'l'Ote '! 

• The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
::-;o. For that reason therG is an element 
of success in this proposal, but I am afraid 
that human natur~ ':'·ill get control of things, 
and we shall be sittmg here. not onlv in the 
<iaytime, but in the night time as w'e!l. 

Mr. MAXWELL ('l'oowong): I would like 
to compliment the Secretary for Public 
-~ands on the very mild speech he has made 
~n· connection with this matter. In fact, had 
1t come from .an hon. member on this side of 
the House, notwithstanding the fact that we 
a;·e not looking at it from a party point of 
view, I, at anv rate, as a business man 
would haye looiwd upon the speech as on~ 
absolutely m favour of continuing the old 
SPssional Order and eliminaling thn new 
Sessional Order that has been propo6ed. 

I do not know whether it is a crime to be 
a business man. A section. of hon. members 
on the other side, in the course of their 
speeches. seem to think that the introduc­
tion of a Sessional Order such as this will 
bring ·about a great benefit and boon to the 
country by the elimination of the business 
man from participating in the debate·• in 
this .Chamber. During my experience as a 
pubhc man-commencing first with local 
l'lovernment, and practically ever since I 
have been associated with local government 
-the argument a·dduced bv Labour in 
municipal affairs at anv rate· has been' that 
-night sittings were the "most proper. I may 
say also that I do not remember anv occasion 
where I ever voted against night sittings. 
I remember on one occasion in an outside 
l?cal authority, \Yih'n I advocah;d night sit­
tmgs, that one individual sitting at the table 
-said, "If I were a bmincss man I would have 
nothing to do with shire council work· I 
would not be here." The argument addu~ed 
by Labour supporters, not onlv on. that· 
occasion but on other OC'casion ... _:and I an1 
sure the hon. mf'mber for Fortitude Vallev 
will b0ar me out in this-has been that i"t 
~ives th? peopk ':n opportunity to take an 
mterest m the busmess of their citv or town 
an~ t~os0 who were n?t ·able to participate i~ 
ass1sbng the commumtv at the council table 
mig~t. a~ any ratp, be 'given the ,opportunity 
o0f Jr,tenmg to the debates of their repre­
sentahYPS at tllP table. Mv contention is 
that, if it is good enough for Labour repre­
sentahv<'s to advocate night sittings for local 
government. it is good enough for them to 
advocate and prac·tise it in this Chamber. 
Judging b:- interjections that hon. members 
~1ave th_rown across the Chamber, the object 
IS to ehmmate the business man. I want to 
tell hon. member.' nn the other side of the 
Hous0 tl!ut. although they may eliminate 
some bus;ness ;nen from participating in the 
debates 111 this Chamber .and assistino- in 
the govc>rnment of the countrv thev will not 
eliminate the whole of the bt~;iness. m<>n. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : There is 
110 sugge,tion of doing that. 

Mr. JYIAXWELL: Certainlv we will assist 
to try to mak0 any measure· what we think 
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it should be. I am very sorry that hon. 
members on the other side of the House 
seem to be imbued with the idea that no 
business man has any right to participate in 
the debates of this Chamber. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
entirely ·wrong. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not referring to 
the Acting Premier, because he did not deal 
with that aspect of the question at all-he 
took a different point of view altogether. 

Hon. members on this side know 
[8 p.m.] that interjections have been made 

about business men. Now, with 
the object in view of giving people an oppor­
tunity of participating in local government. 
I find that since Labour came into power in 
the South Brisbane City Council, that coun­
cil has adopted night meetings, 

Mr. FOLEY : The aldermen are not paid, 
though. 

Mr. MAXWELL: They have done what 
th<>y have always advocated, and I have no 
fault to find with them for being consistent 
in their attitude. But where I do find fault 
is when hon. members on the other side of 
the House, in their advocacy of this kind of 
thing, place the onus on hon. members who 
do not believe in it. The hon. member for 
Leichhardt said that there is no payment in 
municipal government, but he is quite wrong. 
Already they have passed a provision that 
allows them to be reimbursed for certain 
expenses. Not only that, but under the 
Greater Brisbane scheme-of course, this is 
only anticipative, although we know that it 
is going through; I have no desire to discuss 
the merits or demerits of the scheme-local 
government representatives are to be paid. 
As a matter of fact, local government repre­
scmtativcs have met and decided that the 
payment shall be £500 a year, and that no 
member of Parliament shall be a member of 
a local authority. They advocate the prin­
ciple of one man one job. 

::\fr. KELSO: Do ~-ou think they are worth 
as much as a member of Parliament? 

Mr. HYNES: \Vlw don't you do the work 
you are paid for? · 

Mr. ::\1AXWELL: In reply to that inter­
jection, I say that hon. members on this 
side of the House arc doing the work they 
are paid for. Also, in reply to some of the 
remarks that have been made to-night in 
connection with the functions of a Minister, 
I have heard it said that Ministers are 
rubber stamps. I would not like to say that 
anv of our friends on the other side are 
rubber stamps, but I will say that so soon 
as they bring into existence a Sessional Order 
such as this, providing for Ministers to be 
housed in little offices here and for the 
Minister to be here instead of at his proper 
office while the business of the countrv is 
going on, if he is not going to be a rubber 
stamp I certainly want to know what he will 
be. 

Mr. EDWARDS : It would be a good thing 
if some of them were rubber stamps. 

Mr. 1v1AXWELL: I do not agree with the 
suggestion made by the Acting Premier that, 
if we had all da:v sittings, members would 
necessarily give of their best in dealing with 
questions under discussion. That says very 
little for the business done during the nine 



Siuing Day.<. (30 JULY.) Sitting Days. 41 

:years in which the Labour Government have 
<Occupied the Treasury benches. You will 
remember, Mr. Speaker, the excitable nights 
we had a fpw sessions ago when we sat from 
early morning right through the night­
~' when the jacaranda blooms" as the Assist­
ant Minister has said. ·I consider that dm­
ing those times members gave of their best, 
but apparently that best was not palatable 
to the Acting Premier. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I would 
not listen to a speech after midnight. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I certainlv remember 
the hon .. gen~leman being here" ana sitting 
';IP a:'d hstenmg to speeches and participat­
mg m some of the debates. To me this 
innovation is contradictory on the part of 
the Government. Night sittings are evidently 
good enongh for municipal government, bnt 
·they are not good enough now for State 
government. 

There are a number of business men who 
have the interests of their countrv at hean 
representing constituencies, and ot"lwrs a<",ir­
-ous of doing so, and I sav honestlv and 
seriously that, if there wa's anv tii'!1e in 
the history of Queensland whe~ the ser­
YICes of such men \Vere requirfld, it is. now. 
when we want the best brains available in 
-this Parliament to assist the State out of the 
trouble into which it has got. It is all ven 
well to belittle or attempt to belittle the 
business men of the communitv. Such men 
as ~he hon. member for vVan,:ick. who is a 
busmess man, are an acquisition to the House 
and I would consider it a great loss if h~ 
were out of it. I contend that vou are 
,going to lose the business men of Queensland 
and pre~'ent .them fro~n participating in the 
~ebates .m ilus House If you bring in such an 
mnovatwn, ana then it will be ''God help 
Queensland." 

Mr. HYNES: \Ve have had thP spectacle 
-of a business man's Government in Queens­
land before. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: And God knows we have 
·had an example of Labour Government. \V0 
have had nine years of it, and after such :tn 
experience, if I were the hon. member for 
'Townsville, I would hold mv tonguP. \V c 
sho1_1ld give all the encouragernent we can to 
busmess men to urge them to assist in the 
·representation and development of this State 
and to place it on a sound and financiai 
basis. That will not be done hy the intra­
auction of this new Sessional Order. If 
th•:t. is approved, you will practically he 
na1lmg upon the door of the main staircase 
entrance a placard reading "No business 
men need apply." I would advocate that the 
suggestion of the leader of the Opposition 
be ':'greed to, and that, at any rate, the 
'~esswnal. Order shall not be put into opera­
-tiOn until next week. 

T'here is an ann1sing side to tl1is ~nbject. 
vVP know that during Olll' Exhibition 
ff'ctivitics a number of countrv folk come• 
to the city. These folk, from' trw Xorth. 
South, Central. and \V estNn <list rict'. comL' 
to the_ci"y, and usually tak0 th0 opportunih 
<:>f seemg the Labour Government in action. 
All that joy of seeing it will be removed. 
'and they will say that the Government arc 
afraid to allow them to see them in Parlia. 
ment,. and they .will have to go back again 
to tlie1r homes without the privilege of seeing 
the Labour Government on the Treasurv 
:benches. " 

I hopt that the Government will listen 
to the rema,rks of the Secretary for Public 
Lands. even if thev will not listen to the 
rc•lllarks of a humble member of the Opposi­
tion, and that they will consider that it will 
be in the best interests of this State to 
secure 1nore bu;dness men as representatives 
than i9 the case in Parliament at present. 

Mr. LLOYD (I(clt·in Grove): Hon. mem­
bers of the Opposition are inconsistent, 
in so far as they deprecate the making of 
this a party question, yet by their intem­
rerate speeches they are doing their best to 
make it a party question. Thev say, as if 
it were an unworthy charge, tha"t some hon. 
members 011 this side of the House art' 
voting for this innovation as an .experin1enL 
Now, as one of tho·c who are supporting 
this purely as an experiment, I consider that 
that is rho strongest reason for voting for it. 
I must admit that I am one of those who 
have yet to be conYinced that it is practic­
able, and I must adrr,it that one very sound 
rc>ason has been mPntioned to-night-that is, 
ihat the grc>at bulk of the public will not 
hear om debates when we have da,v sittings. 
B11 t the ann.Jog:v L·.ehv,.cn local govcrntnent 
matters and State ParJjament matters does 
not hold, ·we advocate night sittings in 
local government so that working men caa 
be elected to the municipal bodies. That is 
not necessarv in Parliament because of thE> 
l'ayment of members. It is natural that 
ge11tlcmen who live in a worlcl of words 
dPspisr- cx.pel'inlcnt-'\vhich simply means 
putting a theory to the test of fad. I sa,v 
fJ anklv I ha Ye yet to be convinced that thl' 
proposal is practieable; but the majority of 
the Ministers--those who will be harde•t 
hit bv the inc01wcniPnce that will arise­
sc·ern to think that they can carry through; 
"nd when we have such a hard worker a• 
the Secrl'tary for A;J'riculture honestly con­
vinced that it is practicable, and when we 
hilve anothc·r hard-working Minister in the 
Secretary for Publie Lands with grave 
doubts as to its praeticability-when we have 
such conflicting evidence as that before us, 
the only way of solving the question is to 
put it to actual experiment. 

Mr. VO\YLES (DaU,y): I was rather 
smprisecl to hear from the Secretary for 
Publie Lands that, instead of there being 
that solidal'it,v that we always hear about 
in the Labom· party, there is a diversity of 
opinion on this matter. Notwithstanding 
that this is supposed to be a non-party 
matter, the r;uestion has evidently been 
decided in caucus. If we are going to be 
confrontc•d with the position that matter• 
which arc non-p2rty are to be determined 
in caucus, and the members of the Opposi­
tion are to have no sav at all in the 
managem<>nt of this House: then I say it is 
rt'greitablP. The Premil'r himself told tb· 
Press that this was going to be considered 
as a no11-party nuttter. 

Mr. HARTLEY: vVhcn did he tell you that? 
Mr. VO\YLES: Wo saw that in the Press. 

and it has not been contradicted by the 
Prcmi0r. As a maiier of pure selfishness. 
I am i11 agreement with the proposed 
~c-::;sional OrdPr, and I was in agreement. 
on another occasion when members of the 
]>resent GoYernment refused to adopt this 
principle. You will remember, lYir. Speaker, 
in August, 1922, when we 'Started to sit at 
11 o'clock in the morning and finished at 
anv time up to 1 o'clock the P.ext morning. 
\Vhen the Standing Orders were being 
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altered and all sorts of restrictions put upon 
us-at tha;; time the application of the 
" gag" was very frequent~ and business ,vas 
being ohovcd upon us and passed without 
consideration-althou~h every effort was 
made b.v the Opposition to trv and improve 
the position, we then askeci that if we bad 
to meet at 11 o'clock in the morning, we 
should be allowed to get awa:_, at 6 o'clock 
on the last. sitting day of the week, S:J that 
cc,untr.v members could get to their homes 
in their <'lcctorates. If ~-ou look at page 
1043 of " Hansard " for 1922, you will find 
this-

" In the early part of the session, 
when ·we decided to sit on Frida;ys. I 
applied to the Premier to meet on that 
day at 2 o'clock and finish at 6 o'clock, 
to enable hon. membere. to cat~h ihPi:· 
trains and get to their homes. \Y c were 
told that it would cause great incon­
Yenicncc-that it would not suit Minis­
ters-they would not bo able to attend 
to their ordinary functions in their 
offices if that concession were granted to 
hon. In embers.:;, 

That was the last sitlinc; day of +he week­
in order to enable members of the Opposi­
tion who wore workin12: double shifts to go to 
their home•. Xow there has been a big 
.-;omers:ault, in caucus, at any ratC'~ not only 
on this matter, but on other matters that th,, 
Opposition han' brought forward. 

M1·. \YRIGHT: Which caucus? 

2\1r. VO\VLES: I presume it is tlw 
Labour caucm. That is tlw onlv eau<'UB I 
know of. I have heard here o£ this Sessional 
Ordet· eliminating the business rnan from 
this Chamber. Let me tell hon. members 
t.hat I am a business man. and I view this 
Session~tl Ordel' pnroly from· a personal and 
selfish point of view. I haYe been thirteen 
years in thi.; House, and I am one of those 
who go back to my electorate C\'ery week­
end while the House is sitting. I trnvcl 300 
miles oYery \\Cek in the train, and when 
you compare me aro,; a business tna,n \.Vho has 
his business to look after outside politics 
with men engaged in a simila1· class of 
l:n;siness in the city, I am at a great dis­
advantage. I am sitting two solid days a 
week in the train, and if this Se,,sional 
Order is going to give me c·clief by enabling 
1ne to travel at nig-ht in a goods train, 
reaching home at half-past 11 on Saturday 
morning instead of at night, it will be a very 
great advantage. At times when we sit on 
Friday I cannot get home at all nnkss [ 
neglect my duties in this House. Of course, 
last sc;:;sion we \vcre given a concession. I 
received the sum of £10 to compensate me 
for my loss of time and mv loh of hotel 
expenses, and there were these two days 
additional travelling ex]wnses. Of eoursP, 
that is supposed to go into· electioneering 
expenses. but 1 am selfish enough to shrd 
up for iho princiJ,le [ advocated on behalf 
of this very Opposition that I am a member 
of no-w, when I asked it for one dny a \Y('ck, 
and I am prepared to support the Govern­
ment in this proposal. Gi,·c it a trial and 
if it is found that it does interfere' with 
the functions of Ministers, and the public 
an~ going to Le ~ufferers, then I a 1n qnito 
prepared to turn round ~tnd support them 
J.o alter the condition: bnt I do ~tsk the 
Govern1nent, \vha"!:ev0r happens, to consider 
the country members; and, at any rate, 
arrange the business of this House so that 
the country members will know for a cer-
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tainty rhat they will be a_ble to get into· 
their electorat~s at stated times. 

Mr. CARTER (P01·t Curtis): It is rather 
pitiful to sit in this C~amber and li~ten to 
bu:;:iness man a ftpr business n1an getting up· 
and pleading for time to look after hts 
priYato business. 

An OPPOSITION ;\IDfBER: You arc a 
business man. 

:VIr. CARTER: I am not in business ~t 
iiw present time. My business is the busi­
ness that tho people pay me to do. I am 
paid £475 a vear to come to this House 
and attend to 'the requirements of the St_ato· 
of Queensland. The people of my constJtu­
''ncy expert mo to give the ":hole of m_y 
time to that work, and I hcheve that IS 
the honed thing to do. I ha YC undertaken 
that particular work, and if_ I ~ad so~ne 
private business that would mterfere wtth 
ihe work that the people pay me to do, 
then I would throw it up. Hon. members­
on the other side of the House have to­
come to this Chamber possibly three months 
out of every twelve and giYe three or four 
<la vs each week during those three months 
to· the business of the country-to the­
,-elfnre of their constitnenries and the· 
people g<'nNally-and they tt•ll us it is 
too much to put in the whole day doi_ng 
that. Hon. members oppostte want to gtvo 
the best of their time to theit· private bnsi­
ness. Some hon. members say they want 
time to prepare their speeches. Jf they are 
s'1eh whole-baggers fm night work, whT not 
burn the midnight oil to prepare their 
speeches? Hon. members arc not much use 
bero at night, and they will give better 
"'rvire in the dav time. The hon. membm· 
for Toowong ha-,.' told us that a i:mmber of' 
the Labour representatives on the City 
Council desired to sit at night. That is quite 
nue. and there is one very good reason for it. 
Those people arc not paid for their services. 
They giYc their services and look after th<> 
ratepayers' interests, and the only payment 
they are asking for to-day will amount to £5() 
a vea1· for the time they spend in the day 
tin1e looking after those interests. ThC' 
hon. membe~ fo-r Toowong knows that the 
business men in the Brisbane Council were 
Eot the best representatives in it. I put in 
some two and a-half years there, when we 
had an example of the actions of these rich 
business men. \Vhen we were making con­
crete street?·, one of the busineS& men insisted 
~ and he got other business men to back 
him up-that only Que~nsland cement should" 
bn used. That gentleman is an alderman 
·:nd also managing director of the cement 
company concerned. That is the sort of 
1 hing ,;e get from business men in public 
life. The money that has been exnended on 
making an a·rtificial harbour at Townsville 
was the result of having a business man as 
the representative of that place in Parlia­
ment. If vou examine the historv of Govern­
ment in Queensland or any ether State in· 
Australia, you will find that the business 
man in Parliament has been the grea.test 
eurse, because he has looked after pri1·ate 
ir..tere"'tS, C'onseiousl:v ot un{'onsriously. and· 
made Queensland or such other State pay for 
it. 

:\Ir. KELSO: Do :you not belieHJ in Queens­
land ecment being used, then' 

M·r. CARTER: I do, but I believe that, 
when Queensland cement cannot be used as 
cheaply as other cement made in Australia, 
that cement should be used which is the 
cheapest. I do not think that a monopoly 
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should be allowed at the price fixed by the 
Queensland Cement Company. 

Mr. KELSO: You would put men out of 
work. 

~1r. CARTER: I would not put men out 
of work at all. That is what results from 
having as aldermen business men who claim 
that they run the council better than anyone 
else. W c have had an example of business 
men in this House long enough. We have 
had political railways put all over the place, 
and we haYe had political harbours. (Oppo­
sition interruption.) \Ve haye had business 
men in the city council. each one represent­
ing his own private affairs. I am satisfied 
that, if we are going to get useful work done 
in this Chamber, it will be done in the day 
tinw. There is not a big business man in 
Brisbane to-day who would go back to long 
hours instead nf 6 o'clock closing. Every 
business man is now a strong advocate for 
6 o'clock closing. \Ve know that T. C. 
Beinw, Finney, Isles, ,and Co., Foy and 
Gibson. or anv of the firms who used to 
sweat girls rig.ht up to 11 o'clock at night, 
are all prepared to stick to 6 o'clock closing 
and so enable the \Yorkers to have better con­
(_ij1ions. 

:\h. KELSO: \Vhat about the "pubs"? 
You used to keep cpen till 11 o'clock, and 
we rnacle yon c!oRo at 8 o'clock. 

Mr. CAH'I'ER : Hon. members do not 
believe PvPn in lr,to hours for drinking, yet 
liwy will <'omc· here and sit all night. One 
wo11ld think thPy h&d no homes to go to. 
(Lau~·ht<'l'. 1 I bfdiPn: that we should come 
her<'· .• nd do Ollr work in the day time. I 
believ0 that the dav time was meant to be 
the proper time far· people to work. Every 
class of work should be done in the day time. 
(Opposition laughter.) The miners have 
been accustomed to work three shifts in a 
day, but there is scarcely a miner who cares 
to work at night time if he ean work in the 
day time. 

:VIr. KEL~O: Have you not heard tho song, 
" Is not the night time the right time?" 

Mr. CARTER: It might be for the hon. 
member. Anvone who has an avocation of 
that kind onh wanh the night to do his 
work. W c have the bakers asking to be 
pNrnitted to work in the day time. For 
grm()ratio·~s the;.~ have ,\-orked at night 
time-I do not kn•Jw why, as nobody ever 
gets fresh bread-.-wd because of that the 
master bakers say that they should still 
·work at night time. )fy own opinion is that 
the hours of work in the various callings anJ 
professions Ol!tsi<lo should apply to this 
HousP. :\lien should come here to do their 
work while they are strong and welL Many 
of them "·ill not be too good in the day 
time when one knows what thev are in the 
night timl'. I am satisfied that the day time 
is the b>'st time. Hon. members opposite 
ha Ye spa kl'n of the necessity of sitting ,at 
night in order that business men may be 
enabled to come into Parliament. The 
leaders of their party haYc been men who 
haYe left tlw Labour ranks, and "·hom they 
have been very pleased to get. That has 
applied in almost <'very Parliament of Aus­
tralia. Hon. members opposite "·ant night 
sitt.ings ~o that business men mav come here, 
but one knows what that argument is worth. 
The proper course is to do our work in the 
<lay ti1ne. 

Mr. MORGAN (J£uri/la) : This debate has 
resolved itself into a question of whether 
business men should not be in .Parliament. 

Personallv. I think business men have a 
perfect right, if the electors think fit, to be 
representatives in Parliament. I think Par­
liament would be a very poor place if we 
had not got business men in it who are 
willing to help to direct the legislation of 
the State. 

Mr. CARTER: That is an awful reflection 
on you. 

Mr. YIORGAJ'\: The hon. member who 
has just resumed his seat is an ex-business 
man. \Yhat is the difference between an ex­
business man and a business man ? 

::\fr. CARTER: One job at a time. 
:\Ir. MORGA~: The hon. member was 

no doubt a succe"'sful business 1nan, because 
he has managed to retire. Personally, I 
fayour the alteration of the Sessional Order 
as proposed by the Government for three 
reasons. I think it will be better from a 
health point of Yiew, and from a legislative 
point of view, and that it will result in the 
saving of a great deal of public money. I 
think it ,,-ill save £30 a night in the lighting 
of this building, as from 6 o'clock an enor­
mous amount of money is spent in thai 
direction. Then again, we have often been 
sittin:.>; here after the last trams have gone, 
and the Government have engaged half a 
dozen or a dozen motor-cars to take their 
members home. It must haYe cost £25 or 
£30 a night to take hon. members home 
after trams and trains have stopped run­
ning. An enormous saving of money is 
going to bP effected by day si ttings. I cer­
tainlv think that better legislation will be 
broug·ht for\\·ard and better consideration 
given to it. I admit that after sitting for 
so many years at night time it certainly is 
difficult to go into day sittings straight 
awav, but after we have tried it for a session 
we ~hall probably wonder why we carried on 
business at night so long. \Ve have been 
endeaYoming to do r1way with night baking­
even at the risk of people not getting fresh 
hrcatl. I am one of those "·ho think that 
Xaturc intended men to work in the day 
and sloop at night. 

An HoxorR.IBLE ME}IBER: ·what about those 
"·ho go to the opera? 

-:\fr. l\IORGAX: The people who provide 
amusement at nig-ht could not get their living 
in any other way, and it is necessary for them 
lo earn their living. A certain number hav<' 
to earn their living in that way. There is no 
rf'a~on \YhateYcr in mv opinion ,vhy \Ve should 
sit at nig·ht. Th,' Scc;·etary for Public Lands, 
I am smTy to say, pointed out that members, 
rcftcr it was decided in caucus that the 
Sessional OrJer was to be altered, should not 
come along and Yote against it. I am sorry 
that this should bo made a caucus matte1·. 
Th '1'0 is no special principle attached to it. 
I quite ag-ree that under our system of party 
government. whether in connection with the 
Labour or Opposition party, after we meet 
I o discuss certain matters which are part of 
our policv and ·decide what is to be placed 
hofore the country, we have a right to vot• 
solidly for it. That is the practice under the 
system of party govcrnment. But this is not 

a party matter. It was never 
[8.30 p.m.] placed before the electors, it is not 

a plank in any platform. it is not 
a principle. It is only a question of whether 
we should m-Pet in t.he day time or at night; 
and I am sorry that members opposite are 
not going to vote as conscientiously as mem­
bers on this side. I am going to .-ate accord­
ing to my conscience. If a division is taken 
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I shall be found voting with th€ Government, 
but I am sorry to say that members on the 
Government side_ who I know are personally 
opposed to day sittmgs, whose consciences t€1! 
them that it is not a right course to pursue 
for many _reasons-good reasons no doubt­
Will be votmg on. the sa~e side as I, knowing 
that they arc v?hng agamst their consciences. 
I "'ou!d be qmte satisfied to be beaten by a 
maJonty. I have my views and I fight for 
the:n .. but the mome.nt I am defeated by a 
maJOrity I a.m yrepared to give in and say 
that the maJOrity must rule. That is what 
should happen in this matter. It should not 
have been made a party question. For in­
stan~e .. the Secretary for Public Lands should 
be sitting on this side of the Hous<l when the 
vote IS taken. It is not ~ matter of principle 
or Pl:"tform; no?ody Will lose any political 
standmg by :vobng one way or the other. 
Personally-and most men look at it from a 
personal point of :view-I am a country mem­
ber, and I thmk I shall be able to attend to 
my duties when sitti_ng in the day time equally 
as. wdl as when sittmg at mght, and I do not 
thmk any other member of the House has 
more departmental business to attend to than 
I ha -.:e. I sha!l h,. vc the opportunity of inter­
vwwmg· Mmisters and Under Secretaries 
here, but a great deal of my work is done 
under present conditions by telephone and 
letters. 

vV c country members are not down here 
when the House is not sitting. For six months 
out of the year we have to attend to our 
political business whilst living· in our electo­
rates, and that means that we have to ·deal 
with :Yiinislers and L'nder Seeretaries by cor­
respondence. We cannot, as members in 
Bnsbane can, walk along to tho Government 
offices. I feel sure that we shall be able to 
attend to our work with day sittings and 
get better work than :we ~ave got in the past. 
At any rate, let us give rt a trial. If it is a 
failure after a few weeks or at the end of the 
se5sioi_I. ): shall be one of the first to say that 
day Sittmgs were not a success and that we 
should go back to the old manner of conduct­
ing b~sin~'ss. At any rate, I am going to vote 
conRcienhousl:v, an_d I am very, very sorry 
to Sa.\· that th!'t IS not the case with hon. 
members opopsite. 

:Ylr. W. COOPER (Rose wood): I have 
heard the. ';rguments urged by members of 
!he Oppositwn and on the Government side 
m favour of clay sittings, and I want to 
say at once that I am in accord with the 
BecrPtary for Public Lands on the question. 
I .am prepared to give the day sittings a 
tnal, although I do not think they will be a 
succ""'· I have !r,tcncd to the hon. member 
fol' Mnrilla saying that he could attend to 
Ius du_t1cs a~ well by letter as by a personal 
mt<'l'YICW With a Minister or Under Secre­
tary. It is a matter of comoulsion with the 
hon. member, but I do not see why this 
f;Iouse _should make it a matter of compul­
swn With any hon. member. I agree that 
It ohould not be 31 party question, and that 
e:cery hon. member should have had tho 
nght to voice his opinions just as he thought 
fit. It has bePn said that we shall be able 
to put in the same amount of work just as 
effectl\-ely as under the old conditions. I 
am of opinion that we shall not. I cannot 
say, after si:: year~' experience, that a per· 
sonal mtf'l'vrew With a Minister or Under 
St>cretary is not more effective than a letter. 
I believe that in 99 ca,es out of 100 a letter 
• 1 cold type or hand writing has not the 

[Mr. iliorgan. 

same effect upon the man \Vith whom you 
are dealing as a personal interview. Any­
how, with day sittings we shall be here 
during the day, and I say \vithout fear of 
contradiction that, if the Opposition arc 
worth their salt-I am not going to say 
they are--they will keep us here working 
day and night. I am prepared to predict. 
that within three months, during the life of 
this session, we shall want to go back to 
the old conditions. 

Some mmnbers on the Opposition side have 
said that the proposal has been introduced 
because we do not want tD have business 
men in this Chamber. I would be very 
sorry not to- see business men in the Chamber, 
but I believe that, if a man is paid for doing 
a certain thing, he should certainly do it. 
On the other hand, there is no comparison 
between the work which a member of a 
local authoritv has to do and that which a 
member of P"arliament has to do, because, 
after all, a. member of a local authority is 
not paid and members of Parliament are. 
In practicP I think it will he found that 
Ministers hPre will have interview after 
interview. The chances are that a Minister 
in charge of a Bill will have caller after 
caller. Members on this side or the other 
side will have men coming down here who 
will insist upon a personal interview with the 
Minister. The consequence is that we shall 
have callers down here day after day, wasting 
our time and their own because they cannot 
get a personal interview with the Minister. 
Let me ask any Minister or anv member 
on the Opposition side who hi., been a 
Minister whether he can attend to his 
ministerial duties as well in this Chamber 
as he can if he is in his office, where he has 
his records and has access to the officers 
who are dealing with the ma.tters which come 
before him ? I say he cannot. But I am 
prepared, as hon. members on the other side 
have said, to gi\'1' the system a trial. If it 
is not a success, I shall be one of the first 
to vote against it, and, let me say, I am 
loath to vote for it to-night. 

Mr. PETERSON (Tormanb.lt): It is my 
intention to support the motion. I have 
been in the House a number of vcars, and 
I have been just as hard worked' so far as 
my constituency is concerned as any other 
hon. member. \Ye should at least give the 
principle of da~' sittings a reasonable triaL 
although it is not so much a question of 
day sittings versus night sittings. The point 
is that unfortunately during the past few 
years the sessions ha vc been too short, and 
too much business has been attempted in a 
short period. If hon. members opposite wore 
so to order their affairs that members of 
Parliament, instead of floating round Queens­
land for nin£' months in the vear on a vaca­
tion, were summoned here about April or 
Mav to do the business of the countrv under 
proper conditions by daylight, no need for 
the motion would have been felt. 

Apart from th'l question of rushing legis­
lation, the only flaw I sec in' the proposal is 
thP intention to increase tlw sitting days 
from three to four per week. I must readil_,. 
admit that that is a hardship on country 
members, who will be compelled to miss 
ihe mail train which enables them to get 
back to their own homes on Saturday. I 
rc·side in Brisbane, and I have no axe to 
grind '.n that respect. If the House met on 
three days a week, I am sure that that would 
meet the objections of many hon. members. 
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T do not think that the majority of the 
people would be concerned i~ we closed 
the House up altogether. I belwvc that we 
arc rather over-legislated for, and we could 
yorv well haYe a t'ruce so fa1· as legislation 
is concerned; and I consider that daylight 
oittings will go a long way towards bringing 
ubout the n1inimising of the •'sausage" leg·is­
lation that we have been having during the 
ra<t few years. 

The IlOC>!E SECRETARY: That has not been 
tl,e experience with the daylight sittings in 
the past. 

Mr. PETERSOK: No. I remember the 
~on. gentleman interjecting this afternoon, 
but he had in mind, as many of us had, the 
attempt to adopt the daylight sittings. which 
failed. The hon. gentleman must adnut that 
at that particular tirne ·we wero rushing 
through eix m- seven Bills a day, and the 
Government reverted to the daylight sittings 
in order to get the Estimates throngh within 
the time specified by the Standing Orders, 
a.nd, comequentl0•. those daylight sittings 
were a failure. If I remember rightly, the 
(lpposition took umbrage for some reason 
<:>r other because their rights had been 
umrped, 2nd they dealt with the business in 
such a way that daylight sittings became a 
farce. I think that the majority of this 
Chamber will be prepared to give daylight 
sittings a trial, and, if they prove a failure. 
then Parliament as the master of its own 
procedure can alter it at any time it wishes. 
I intend to support the resolution, and I 
truo;t the Ch,,mher will carrv it, more parti­
cularly in the interests of health. 

:Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): We have 
listened to some sophistry here to-night. The 
hon. member for Logan and the hon. member 
for Toowong made a rather strong point 
about what they termed the fact of business 
men wanting to have some time to devote 
to their own businesse·~. and being able to 
rome down to Parliament later on in the 
evening to attend to the business of the 
country. I quite belim-e that in saying that 
they were telling the truth, but it is pure 
wphistry to burden the argument by saving 
that they required the morning in which to 
consider and think over Bills. A man ,vho 
is attending to a business of his own has no 
time to devote io thinking over the con­
tr .. nts of Bills, and hon. members know that 
as well as I do. I am one who has no 
personal opinion at all on this question, but 
I think that the Gowrnment should give it 
'L trial in the interests of those who would 
like to get a littiP sleen at night ·and those 
·who arc of u nervous disposition. There arc 
~cnH' :-;uch mf'nlb('}'S hcrp ·who do a lot of 
work in tlw da,·time. and who like to hav<' 
their nights freP in order to get a little rest 
-men np•>11 wlwm the performance of public 
duties f'Xf'rt..:;, a gl {Hl do a l IYlOl't_' pre.:;surc and 
f:irain than it dof-q on ot.b(·rs. I beli('Ye hon. 
tnembers know that the Sc'crctary for Agri­
ndturP is one "'lJO feels the efl'ech of !at<' 
sit ting-s more rh an 1110st oth0r hon. members. 
Sonl(' of U:-i aro !'o strong that it \\Ould not. 
1nnttcr 1vhat hours we sat. and, 'personally, 
it do0s not maim unv difference at all to 
me. For the sake of those "'ho suffer as 
tlw result of sittit>g night after night let 
us giYo .clay sitting::~ a good t~:ia1, and I do 
•incerely l10pe thev will be a success. 

:VIr. EDW ARDR (Xrmango): I came into 
this Chamber to-nig:tt with a perfectly open 
mind on this question, hut I am now satisfied 
that I must oppose the sttggestion of day­
light sittings, and for the same reasons as 

otated by the :::\ecrctary for Public Lands. 
I listened with a good deal of attention te 
his remarks and to his definite statement 
that he did not think that Ministers would 
be able to give close attention to their 
departments if this proposal was adopted; 
and, if we arc going to attend to the affairs 
of the country, then that argument alone 
should decide the question to-night. If 
Mit:isters cannot givo proper attention to 
thmr d10partments during three or four 
months in the year-which are very impor­
tant months, seeing that a large number of 
people who desire to bring questions before 
Ministers come down to the House to do so­
then I am justified in urging that the pro­
posal should not be adopted. For many 
months during the recess-it was particularly 
so during the last recess-it is impossible to 
find Ministers in Brisbane. It has been 
plainly proved that anyone who is keenly 
interested in doing the best for the Stat& 
cannot do so if this proposal is adopted. A 
good deal has been said to-night with regard 
to the business man. In fact, the hon. mem­
ber for Port Curtis stated that no ono should 
have anything to do with a business whilst 
he is engaged in Parliament. I do not think 
the hon. member believes that. 

Mr. CARTER : I certainly do, and I carry 
it out. 

Mr. EDvVARDS: Anv hon. member who 
takes up that attitude ·should be despised, 
because sooner or later, no matter what side 
of the House he is on, he is going to be 
thrown out of Parliament; and. after he has 
been in the House for a number of years it 
means that he must either go back on to 
the labour market, if he is fit to go there, 
or he thrown on the scrap heap and main­
tained by the State. Every man should be 
encouraged to look after a business in the 
St6.te. so that amongst other things he will 
be able to make provision for his wife and 
family when he is out of Parliament. • 

Mr. CARTER interjected. 

:Mr. EDW ARDS : The hon. gentleman 
made most of his money after hours at 
night. The conditions under which he made 
ii I will lea\e for another occasion. 

Mr. CARTER: You sold your farm because 
you could not make it pay. 

Mr. EDWARDS: The House should give 
greater consideratio:t to the people living 
in the country districts. 

111'. CARTER: They should keep the hon. 
member there. 

Mr. ED\YARDS: Then the hon. gentle­
man would not be able to sell sour beer to 
the navvies. He has made his monev out 
of <eiling •com· beer to the navvies. ·r do 
not think that coumrv members should leave 
their elPctorates ancf come and live in the 
metropolitan area. One of the aims of the 
Government should be decentralisation as 
1nu{'h as possible. 

Tho li 011 E SECRETARY : That is the policy 
of t.hi~ GoY0rnn1cnt .. 

:i\lr. EDIYARDS: Hon. members r0pr0· 
senting <'ountry di~tricts haYe n1any calls on 
them for inforlllation, and their con­
stituents would not be able to get such 
infor111ation nnles~ they had personal inter­
views with their members. For the reason0 
I have stated T comidcr it absolui<>'> neces­
sary that reprcscntatin•s should keep in 
their electorates in order to SUf·pl; first-hand 
knowledge to their const;tuents, so far as 

Mr. Edwards.l 



4G Sitting Days. [ASSEMBLY.] Sitting Day8. 

thev are able to do so. Those ace the reasons 
why the Government should giv<J every 
po,siblc- assistance to country members 
during the recess. This prop.•sal is not 
going to help them, becaus''· as has been 
pointed out here to -night, wlw:1 residents of 
the countrv districts con10 to BrisbtLne wltll 
a desjre t~ mef't n, Minist0r, they 'vhnt to 
meet that Minister in his office, as they 
realise that when he is there with all his 
officers around him, he wiil have all che 
information at his finger tips, and will be 
able to give them hr more' inforrrmtio•1 and 
a better deal than if he attendeJ to them at 
this House. I have had the experience of 
attempting to see :'lfinisters at the House. 
I know that other hon. membel's have been 
treated the same. On many occasions I 
1->ave ~:nown people from the country, aft~r 
stttmg in this House the whole night watt­
ing to see a Minister, having to go away 
without any satisfaction whatever. I, there­
fore, hope that hon. members, not only on 
this side but on the other side of the House, 
will view this matt-er with an open mind 
and vote for it, quite apart from all ques­
tion of party or party consideration. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzr-oy) : I hope that 
the proposal to sit during ;;he day will not 
be madr' an excuEe for putting off the 
routine business of hon. members. It is all 
very well to say that we sit in this House 
for three or four months of the year. The 
legislative business of this House--the pass 
ing of Bills and amending Bills-is not by 
any means the greatest work of a member 
of Parliament. Most of his work is done in 
attending to the wants of his constituents, 
which are equally as important, although 
they may not appear so important when 
Yiewed from· a legislative point of view. 

0PPOSI'riON MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. HARTLEY: I do not see for the life 

of me how I am going to adequately attend 
tq these wants and be at the same time in 
this House studying legislation. However, 
as it has been decided by a majority of this 
party to give daylight sittings a trial, I am 
Sf<tisfied to bow to the will of the majority 
of the party, but I want to say here that I 
am not going to give anv consideration to 
the Ministers for any neglect that may 
occur in the general routine business of a 
member. 

Mr. KELSO: Why don't you bow to the 
wishes of the majority of the House, instead 
of the majority of the other side? 

Mr. HARTLEY: We take a vote of this 
party, and we are bound by the vote of the 
majority. \Ve are not bound bv the 
majority vote of the House-only of this side 
of the House, the same as the hon. mem­
bers opposite are bound by the majority 
vote of their party. \V e do not take: our 
instructions or a lead from the Opposition. 
We are here to conduct the business of the 
conntrv in our own 'vav and in our own 
time. 'I want to say that' a verv strict watch 
will have to be kept on the administration, 
of the departments. It is all verv well to 
say that Under Secretaries can come to the 
House, and that hon. members can interview 
Ministers here. What abo-ut the depart­
ments when the Under Secretari<Js are away? 

OPPOSITION l\1EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HARTLEY: In my opinion, it is an 
inefficient move, and we shall very soon 
have to revert to the old order. The Go­
vernment departments at the present time 

[Mr. Edwards. 

rt'quire a pretty strong hand, and every 
one of them requires straightening up and 
putting right right through. I do not see 
how that will be done if the U ndcr Secre­
taries are absent from their offices attending 
the Ministers at this House, and the Minis­
ters at the same tim•J engaged in the legis­
lative business of the Houee, but so far as 
I an• concerned, l accept the voice of the 
n1ajority. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is not a majority of the 
House. 

Mr. HARTLEY: As soo't a' I can r.;et a 
kick, you can rest assured that I will do so. 

Mr. SIZER (8andgate): I have listened to 
the various arguments, and I am quite satis­
fied that. if we were able to follow out the 
lines indicated by the Premier and leave the 
\'ate on this question an open one, the majority 
in favour of the Sessional Order would not 
be very great, and I am rather inclined to 
think from the various expressions that the 
old routine would probably continue. The 
old routine is the better of the two. A 
compromise might be made on the lines sug­
gested by the Secretary for Public Lands­
that the business start at 2 o'clock in the 
afternoon and conclude at 8 o'clock in the 
evening. I must certainly oppose the pro­
posa-l of the Government. From the very 
argument of the Secretary for Public Lands, 
which was based on experience, I cannot see 
how Ministers can administer their depart­
ments. The Secretary for Public Lands, ever 
since he has been Minister, has taken a 
keen inter<Jst in the personal supervision of 
his department. Ministers come exactly in the 
same category as business men. They are 
the board of directors. who carry out the 
decisions of Parliament and give them admin­
istrative effect. A business man does no more. 
The only difference is that in the case of a 
private individual in business his executive 
decisions are in his own interests, while those 
of Ministers are in the public interests. They 
are in that connection on all-fours with busi­
ness men, and will find that their business 
from a departmental point of view will suffer 
just as much as that of the business man. Is 
it not reasonable to think that the Under 
Secr<Jtary if the Minister can be done with­
out for f~ur days in a week, will practically 
be controlling the department during that 
time? The argument might be pertinently 
raised that, if the Ministers can be done 
without for that period, they can be done 
without altogether. There certainly could be 
a great curtailment of the number of Min­
isters, and they could become the nominal 
heads, or rubber stamp heads, to give execu­
tiv-e sanction to the action of the Under 
Secretaries. That must be admitted as being 
logical and sound, especially when it is 
placed alongside the argument of the Secre­
tary for Public Lands, who says that he fails 
to see how he can administer his department. 
I also fail to see it. I fail to see how any 
business man can administer his businesq if 
he is not there. Neither can any Minister 
administer his ·department if he is not there. 
Chaos must certainly be created in the various 
departments. I maintain, whatever may be 
said. that the departments will not be as 
efficiently managed as they hav-e been for the 
last few years. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Hear, hear! 
Mr. SIZER : The danger I see so far as 

Parliament is concerned-and I hav-e long 
•ince realised it-is in the case of hon. mem­
bers, such as the hon. member for Fitzroy, 
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.submitting· themselves submissively to any­
thing that a party majority may agree to­
even though it may be a majority of one-for 
·the purpose of presenting a united front. We 
·have to bear in mind that there was one 
principle which the hon. gentlemen opposite 
used to fight for when they were on this side 
of the House, and that was their rights a~d 
privileges as an Opposition. I can see 111 
·this proposal-probably it is not intended, 
but it will have that effect-that the rights of 
the Opposition will be seriously curtailed, 
'because the position will be as the Secretary 
for PuHic Lands has forecast. If the Opposi­
tion put up a strenuous fight-as we no doubt 
shall on manv measures-much time will be 
·taken up. Although, as the Minister has 
said, it may be tedious repetition to continue 
.a discussion after four or fiye hon. members 
have spoken, there is a duty cast upon hon. 
members to discuss all legislation. It will 

yery oft<m happen that a man has 
[9 p.m.] prepared himself to deliver a 

speech on a particular Bill, and 
'he may not be fortunate enough to catch the 
Speaker's eye until. eight or nine ~embers 

·have spoken. He Will therefore be hmdered, 
.and may not have the opportunity that he has 
prepared hims-elf for. After all, it is from 
·such prepared deliberations that much wisdom 
is derived. Again, it is very likely that the 
innovation will result in tedious sittings. 
"Probably we shall find that little business 
will be transact;ed during the day, and the 
Government will be compelled, as has been 
suggested by the Secr<etary for Public Lands, 
to introduce night sittings and we shall then 
have to sit till the early hours of the morn­

"ing as the end of a perfect, or perhaps, an 
imperfect day. 

I must confess that the innovation will 
interfere with me, but no doubt I shall be 
.able to meet that contingency. 

A very weak argument put forward by the 
Acting Premier was that in which he said 
that men should come here and give of their 
best to the measures proposed. If the hon. 
gentleman had given thought to much that 
has been said by hon. mmgbers on this side 
of the House, he would not have landed his 
·Government in the position in which they find 
themselves to-day. When the cotton question 
was introduced last session we were told 
from beginning to end that we had not given 
sufficient thought to the subject, and those 
who were in favour of ratoon were informed 
that they were !acting against the best 
interests of the country and that they were 
advocating diabolical ideas. It was not many 
days after when the Secretary for Agricul­
-ture and Stock found that, if he had given 
the thought that hon. members of the Oppo­
sition had given to the matter, his Govern­
ment would not be in the po,ition they arc 
in to-day. Incidentally, let me say that I am 
not concerned so much about the Govern­
ment in this matter, but I am concerned 
about the fact that they are here as the 
executors and trustees of the State, and that 
they have done an injury to the State, and 
to the citizens of the State, simply because 
they were not prepared to give that thought 
to the subject which every representative in 
this House should have given. 

I fail to agree with the argument that 
business men want to shirk the respon­
sibilities placed upon them as representa­
tives of the country. This side of the House 
contains more business men than the Go­
<vernment side, and I consider we are quite 

as good as hon. members opposite, and I 
am convinced that, after all, we shall meet 
the new conditions just as well as hon. mem­
bers opposite. 

I am quite satisfied that the passing of 
this innovation will be unfortunate inasmuch 
as a free vote cannot be taken. I believe 
the State will suffer as a result of it, and 
for that reason I intend to vote against it. 

lVIr. BRCOE (F:ennedy): To me the ques­
tion of day and night sittings is simply one 
of progress. There was a time when Parlia­
ments were adjuncts to the business man's 
business-solely adjuncts to his business-but 
the voice of the people for years past has 
been doing away with the business man, and 
he . h.as been. passing out ?f parliamentary 
activity. It IS not a questiOn now of intro­
ducing this innovation in order to force 
business men out of Parliament but to enable 
those who represent the people to carry out 
their work more efficiently. 

vV e had the argument of the hon. member 
for Sandgate suggesting sittings from 2 p.m. 
until 9 p.m. To my mind fixing hours of 
Parliament from 2 p.m. till 9 p.m. and the 
hours that have been previously fixed has 
been prostituting all the interests of Parlia­
ment to those of business. If a man has to 
choose between his parliamentary activities 
and his business activities, that is a matter 
for him personally. Hon. members opposite 
have suggested to-night that they are heart 
and soul in favour of the welfare of the 
people, and they then followed that up by 
a lament that the welfare of the people inter­
fered with their private business activities. 

lVIr. KELSO: There were other arguments. 
Mr. BHUCE: There were others, cer· 

tainly. About fifteen hon. members have 
spoken, and I take it some of those have 
expressed other views. The question of 
what may be done in regard to the work 
of dealing with correspondence, interviewing 
Ministers, etc., can be handled in the odd 
days when we are not sitting. vVe do not 
take every day in the week for our parlia­
mentary duties. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
VVhat about Sundays? 

l\llr. BRUCE: We have other days than 
Sunday, which has been suggested by the 
Secretary for Public Instruction. On Sun­
day we shall be able to go down to Ooolan­
gatta, if we wish. It has been mentioned 
bv some hon. members that we do not sit 
all the months of the year. There are other 
times than when we are sitting in which 
we can carry on important parts of our 
businesP. 

I think the proposal should be given a trial, 
but I am not advocating it simr.)y as an 
experiment. I am satisfied that, if it is 
giYen a fai1· trial, it will become permanent. 
I do not sec any logical reason in the world 
why the work of Parliament should not be 
done in the day time any more than work 
which is not of a continuous nature, such as 
shift work. 

The reference by some hon. member that, 
during show week, people from the country 
would not have a chance of seeing us in 
session, is a weak argument. If parliamen­
tary representatives meet their constituents 
as individuals during the year, they may 
be judged from their individuality; and 
constituents should be able to determine 
whether they are intelligent enough to repre­
sent them in Parliament. I feel perfectly 

Mr. Bruce.] 
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"ure that thev do not see hon. members at 
their best in, this House, because many of 
the speeches are made merely as political 
manocuyres and are not from the heart­
they do not represent the individual. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Speak for yourself. 

Mr. BRCCE: The hon. member for Too· 
wong painted this matter in dark colours. 
(Laughter.) I think he laid too groat a 
stress on it. I feel perfectly sure that, if 
many of his constitutents come from Toowong 
for the Exhibition. thev will much prefer 
seeing son:.o good ,~audc~·ille show to seeing 
their repr0'eutatiYe in Parliament. Having 
said that in reply to an interjection, I want 
;o say that I support the day sittings; I hope 
they will be given a trial, and that they will 
be permanent. 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa) : This question should 
bo approached without any bias one wa:, or 
the other, and it should be approached 
from tlw standpoint of the work of Parlia­
ment. I disagree with those who would 
lead us to bel]eye that it was ,an election 
nnderstanding. It was not an election 
understanding at all. because this House has 
power to regulate its sitting hours. ·when 
the proposition was put forward original!,· 
by the Secretary for Agriculture, realising 
that this is not a party question, I suggested 
that we should have a free Yote of the 
Hou~c, 1ny object being to get a genuine 
expression of opinion from hon. members. 
\Yhcn we got the assurance of the Premier 
that we would have an open Yote, we wore 
quite satisfied. I was quite satisfied, at all 
eyents; but when the Prernier gave it as his 
opinion 1hat it was not going to work, and 
when we got the opinion of the Secretary for 
Public Lands that it would not work, and 
also the opinion of the Secretary for Agri­
culture. who said it n1ight cause incon­
venience to Ministers and to members of the 
public, I started to think that this was a 
problem which had to be looked at from the 
sbmdpoint of what is covered up, and I have 
discovered in listening to the debate that 
the main question for consideration is: 
"W c will try day sittings. \Ve do not think 
it will work, and if it doet not work the 
remedv is to raise members' s,alaries." That 
appea;·s to be the whole thing, because the 
sPggestion that was repeated time and time 
Rgain hy the Secretary for Agriculture was 
an increase of salaries, to which I strongly 
object. 

The SEcRETARY FOR AGRIC<:LTURE: I did not 
'ay that at all. 

Mr. FRY: The hon. gentleman cannot 
expect us to believe that interjection, 
because he repeated it again and again, and 
if hon. members will look up "Hansard" 
in the morning thev will see what the hon. 
gentleman said. I followed him very closely, 
and I jotted down the actual words he made 
uw of, because I wanted to reply to him. V\',, 
hav" !ward "'Iinistcrs sav that. in their 
opinion, the Sce,imnl Order will 'not work­
that they will not be able to giYe the atten­
tion to their dutie' that thov are now giv­
ing-and, that beino; the case, the duty of 
carrying out the work of the departments 
will devolve upon thn ender Secretaries. If 
the L: nder Secretarie' can carry out those 
duties, then the country might economise by 
reducing the number of JVIinisters, and 
thereby save the <·xtra £500 a y"ar and 
expenses. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

[Mr. Bruce. 

JY1r. FRY: V\'e haYe heard hon. memberg. 
on both sides of the House-those support­
ing the Government, and those supporting 
the Opposition-saying they cannot att<'nd 
to the work of their con.stituencics; that 
the'· will not be able to attend the Govern­
ment offices and got the information 
requirl'd by people living in their elec­
torates; and they complain they will be 
seriously handirappNl in carrying out their 
duties. Then the Secretary for Agriculture 
said the public might be inconvenienced. I 
take it that the public have to be con­
eidered. I haYC not heard anv member 
In<'ntion tlw public aspect, and 'I ha ye a 
YCl'Y keen recollection that during the last 
~·c·ar or two deputations from industrialists 
han' been in the lobbies hero night after, 
night ,\·anting to see ::\Ii~isters and wanting 
to ;-.ce nlcnliJPrs. of Pa.rlian1cnt. I am quite­
"'tisficd that by closing the House at 5 
o'e!ock yol! arc going to close out those 
people who cannot come in the day time, so 
that you are imposing on the industrialist 
a disa<eh-antag·c that should not be imposed 
on him_ In the future, if any wage-earners 
wish to come to this House to interview 
l\IinisterR or interYiev,r 111embers, or to listen 
to the debates. they will have to get time 
df from their work and lose their pay. 
That i>< a Yery serious position, and I can 
well understand that Ministers are seeking 
to avoid the deputations from industrialists 
and wag-<'-oarners which have been calling at 
thie House session uftcr session. I follow 
Ycry closely the work of the unions and the 
work of industrialists. I get their reports, 
nor only from QuPensland but from the other 
States of Australia, and I know what they 
are saying, and I know what they are think­
ing. and I give it to you as un actual fact 
that they are complaining that members on 
the Government side are getting away from 
tl1c working man and joining the ranks of' 
tb Q aristocrats. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon. 
m :::n1brr conuuct his remarks with the 
tn )tion? 

Mr. FRY: Thev have a yerv direct can­
t> 'ction. The Teaeon the Gon,.'rnment want 
tiJ clasP down at 5 o'clock is to get ,away 
f'-'om their supporters. 

Thn SPEAKER: Order ! The proposal 
i" not to close dov.·n at 5 o'clock. 

Hon. ::\>1. .J. Kmwn;: Ho does not know 
IYhat the proposal i,,, 

C\Ir. M.iXWELL: He is tuning you up. 

Hon. M . .J. KIRWAK: lie is not tuning me 
llp. 

:\fr. FRY: 'rhe proposal is to close down 
at 5.30 run. It is only a quibble between 
5 o'clock and 5,30, be('~1use a man who 
knocks off at 5 o'clock cannot get his bath 
and get into clean clothes and come up here 
bv 5.30 p.m. Like the average Australian, 
when a worker comes to Parliament he likes 
10 come dean and recpectablo and on an 
equality with those he wishes to meet. 
These men uro complaining that theit· 
representatives are becoming wealthy land­
O\vncrs. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order! The 
hon. member must connect his remarks with~ 
the motion. 

Mr . .FRY: I am referring t.o the public 
standpoint. I am taking the point mentioned' 
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by the Secretary for Agriculture as to the 
inconvenience to the public, and I am here 
as the advocate, I hope, of the public and 
of the wage-earner .and the working man 
generally, because there is nobody on the 
Government side who is prepared to debate 
this point. The industrialists say that hon. 
members c.pposite are becoming, in addition, 
mining epeculators ·and gamblers on the 
Stock Exchange. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! order ! The hon. 
member must obey my call to order. 

Mr. FRY: I do not wish to disobey your 
call, :Mr. Speaker, but I am stressing point.< 
which should be remembered, as they m ' 
reasons why we should vote against the 
motion. Those are the men who at election 
time hon. members opposite go to for their 
support, but now they wish to cut them off 
from being associat€·d with hon. members in 
Parliament House. Not only is this Sessional 
Order going to react upon country members, 
who will be unable to attend to their duties 
and get their work done in the different 
departments, but it is going to rebound on 
members of Parliam<>nt and on the Govern­
ment from the industrial point of view. 
Take the case which, way you like, the 
public should not be shut out of Parliament 
House. The doors of Parliament House. 
after this motion is carried, will be open 
only to those who have no employment. The 
horny-handed toiler will be excluded. 
(Government laughter.) Hon. members oppo­
site laugh when I refer to those men, but 
they do JlO~ laugh at election time. They 
sneer now m the same way as when they 
voted for a reduction of their wages. They 
laugh when I refer to these men, yet, thank 
God, I can stand up here and voice my 
opinion and not be tied down bv .a caucus 
decision, which, after all, may b"e an a bso­
lute minority of thf' House. (Government 
interjectioil.) All this interjecting does not 
do the Government any good. The people, 
as a whole, are realising that this motion 
h~ .a, double side. I thought that we were 
gomg to get a free vote, in order that we 
might test the opinions of members of Parlia­
ment without any shackle at all ; but the 
machine J1as ·Come into operation, the master 
has spokel_l, and the majority must bow to 
the minority, because this motion is going 
to be carried, .as the Government are bound. 
A member should not take any instructions 
from outside with regard to his parliamen­
tary duties. He is elected to come here by 
the peoplt>, who expect him to attend to the 
work of the country to the best of his intelli­
gence. As late as this afternoon I said that 
it was my intention to vote with the Govern­
ment; but, after hearing the speeches which 
have been delivered, I have decided to vote 
agail_lst the II_lOtion. In doing so, I am 
obeymg the dictates of my cons~ience, and 
I feel that I am voicing the opinions of the 
public who are to be shut out of the House. 
I make my protest against the dictates of .a, 
pa.r.ty . ma_chine. Although there was a 
maJonty 1n the caucus in favour of the 
motion, it is really a minority of the House. 

Mr. HYNES: That is the essence of soli· 
clarity. 

Mr. FRY: Solidarity and justice do not 
always run hand in hand. If solidarity shuts 
out the wage-earner from this House then 
it is not justice, and I hope that the w'orkers 
will understand that it is not just to them. 
What benetit will this be to hon. members? 
wm any of them . gp to bed . any. earli.er ? 
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I take it that the majority of those who vote 
for it will sit up to eleven o'clock at night 
and until the early hours of the morning­
just the same .a,s they are doing now. It i• 
ratent to evervone that tho best time to 
study Bills is "in the early n:.orning, from 
fh-e o'clock on. (Government laughter.) 

:vir. McLACHLAN: Do you try th»t? 

:\1r. FRY: I might tell the hon. nv·mber 
that I am the son of poor parents, and bftve 
had to ;;;tudy at night tin1e and again 
111 the early 1nornings in orclpr to get 
on. The howl that mav come fro•n hon. 
n~t"m bers opposito does no!: effect uw one iota, 
ln:-cuuse I hope that I an1 yoicing ·tilt~ views. 
of working 1nen-the yje,;vs of the wa.ge­
earner, and the views of the lllajority of 
the people of Queensland. I do 'o in all 
sincerity, and I again register ruy protest 
fl.gainst the Government preyenting <-l freo 
vote bcjng taken, aud also ag·ai11st a wotion 
which will have the effect of ,f,,>J I .,,. th<ll· 
''age-earner out frmn hp a ring padi~tllle~Jiary 
debates. 

Question-That the Sessional Urd<>t (Mr_ 

Gillies's motion) bo adopted-put; and tht> 
House divided:-

Mr. Barber 
, Bedford 

Brand 
Brennan 
Bruce 

, Bulcock 
Carter 
Clayton 
Collins 
Oonroy 
Cooper, F . .A. 
Cooper, W. 
Deacon 
Dunstan 
Farrell 
Ferricks 

'Foley 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Gledson 
Hartley 

Att<:s, 41. 

l\lr. Hynes 
1\.invan 
Land 
lAlrcomhe 
:McCorrn:1ek 

.. ~fcLachlan 
:M organ 
Mullan 
Kott 

., Payne 
Petpr.snn 
l'ollock 
Hiordan 

., llyan 
Hmith 

, Stopford 
., 'Veir 

Wilson 
~· \.Vin!:itanley 
, Wright 

Tellers: Mr. Farrell and Mr. Riori'au. 

Mr. Barnes, G. P. 
., Bell 

Oorser 
, Oostello 
, Rdwards 
" l<'ry 

Kdso 

~OBS, 14. 

Mr. Kerr 
, King 
, Maxwell 

Moo re 
Sizer 

,, Swayne 

Tellers: )fr. 

,, 'Varren 
Bell and :Mr. Sizer. 

Ans. 
Mr. rrheodore 

PAIR, 

Nor:s. 
:Mr. Appel 

Resolved iR the affirmative. 

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES. 

APPOINTMENT OF MR. G. POLLOCK. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURM 
(:Hon. W. N. Gillies, Bacltarn): I beg to 
move-

" That Mr. George Polloek be 
appointed Chaiqnan of Committees of 
the Whole House." 

I think I might be permitted to eongratulflte 
the hon. member for Gregory upon having 
secured the nomination of the party· for this 

Hon, W. N. Gillies.] 
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important position Mr. Pollock, when serv. 
in the capacitv of Acting Chair· 

L9.30 p.m.] man, has sh,;:wn special know-
ledge of the Standing Orders. 

and has displayed those qualitiPs which are 
essential to make a successful Chairman of 
Committees. and I have pleasure therefore 
in moving the motion. 

Mr. MOORE (.4nbigny): I am not sur­
prised that the hon. member for Gregory 
is Iookt>d upon a' a strong man for th:s 
position. I am quite prepared to admit 
that ho h<>s many of the qualifications for it. 
He is undoubtedly a strong party man, but 
a party man wheu in the position of Chair­
man needs to be careful that he does not 
<oxercise his powPr in the interests of his 
,party. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
You cannot sav that of the hon. member 
for Gregory. He has never been unfair to 
the Opposition. 

MT. MOORE : A member who is a very 
·.atisfactory party man is not alw.ays very. 
satisfactory as a Speaker or Chauman of 
Committees. Whilst I admit that Mr. Pollock 
has strength for the position, we would prefer 
to sacrifice a little strength for a wider view. 
I do not object to strength in a Chairman­
in fact, I appreciate it-I expect his 
~trength to be used towards both sides alike·. 
I do not like him to be strong to one side 
and balance things by being weak to the 
other. I look upon him as having duties to 
perform to see that the Opposition have a 
fair and square " go." His duty is to see, 
for inst-ance, that even if the Government 
have a strong and servile majority, it is 
not used to tyrannise over the minority. 
At times in this House the Chairman 
of Committees has not given the Opposi­
tion a fair deal, because expediency 
·Counted for more than fairness when the 
Government wanted to get its legislation 
through. Every Government desires to get 
its legislation through, but that does not say 
that the Chairman of Committees should 
.:adways carry out the behests of the Govern .. 
ment or the Minister who happens to be in 
charge of a Bill. We all know that a 
Government endeavours to gets its business 
through as quickly as it can, but that is not 
the question of greatest importance. To my 
mind, what is of paramount importance is 
that the business which comes before the 
House should be properly debated, and 
should havo the fullest consideration given 
to it. I trust that when Mr. Pollock takes 
his place in the chair, he will see that the 
very fullest consideration is given to the 
measures that come before the House, s0 
ihat they may be considered carefully. We 
know that we have only one Chamber, and 
because of that fact >ve want to see that 
time is given for the fullest consideration 
of all measures that come before us. I 
trust that Mr. Pollock, now that he has got 
a responsible position-! take it permanently 
-will see that both sides of the House get an 
equal and fair " go." I am quite prepared 
to admit that he is a strong man and has 
many of the qualifications that a Chairman 
of Committees should have, and I want to 
see him give a fair deal to both sides of the 
House, and sink his party feelings so that 
he may be a Chairman of Committees of 
w horn we can all be proud. 

Question put and passed. 
The Ho;,se adjourned at 9.35 p.m. 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

· Questions, 




