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City of Brisbane Bill. [24 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1925 

THURSDAY, 25 OCTOBER, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. IV. Bcrtram, Jiarce} 
took the chair at 11 a.m. 

VOTE CF CREDIT. 
ON AccoeNT 1924-5. 

The SPEAKER announced thP receipt from 
His Excellency the Governor of a me s:1,gO 
rec01nmending that, provision be mflde, on 
account, for the service' of the several 
departments of the public c,-,rvice for the 
year ending 30th J uue, 1925, of the following 
SlUYlS :-

From the C'onsolidatcd Revenue Fund of 
Queensland. exclusive of the moneys 
standing to the credit of thn Loan 
Fund Accouni·, the sum of £1,200,000; 

From the Trust and Special Funds, the 
sum of £700.000; 

From the moneye standing to the credit 
of the Loan Fund Account, the sum 
of £600,000. 

The message w_,, or.clcred to be rdc•,Ted 
to the Committee of Supply. 

SUPPLY. 

REsu~IPTION OF Co1nJITTEE-SIXTEENTH 
ALLOJ1'IW DAY. 

(Jir. Kincrm, JJrisl>ewc, in th- chair·.) 
TRuST ANn SPECIAL FuNDS. 

PUBLIC LANDS-}IAlX RO.\DS FUND. 

Question stated-" That £614.612 bo 
g-ranted for 'Deparhnent of Public La.Hc-:s
:!\lain Roads Fund.· ., 

Mr. CLAYTON (Trirlr Day): I should liko 
to point out the disadv:,ntago under \\hi eh 
hon. members labo~n· in discussing a. voic of 
this kind when thev have not before them the 
J.:i1nn:tl report for iho pn·vious year. YE'ste!_·
day w•> ha-d to -discuss the Yoto for State 
c·rd:crprises without the report of the Com
n.is~:ioner for Trade. It rSecn!~: to n1c that 
the policy of the ~,J a in Roads Act is wrong 
and th>tt if, in accordance with the phtform 
o£ the Country pare,-. ma.in roads wow built. 
hv the State and hand-e-d over to local 
n:lr.thorities to 1naintain as feeders for our 
raih" a :vs and oth~~l' importan1 ccntt·e:;:, it 
would be more in the intere;;ts oi Quce!lslancL 
I h:we nothing but praise for the \Ya.y in 
whir:h tho chairL!.al; of the Boar~l has 
attcmied to all th•? details of his work ancl 
fnr th<:: wa-,;- in which tho oth•.r memly•ro of 
the Board. have diBcharged their duties. 
The~,~ are most courteous and do cv£l'Y"I::hing
possib1e to aesist the member for the district 
w.hen he has to call upon them; bui I think 
that the regulations of the Board are alto
gether too drastic and in coLmtry disirich 
make the roads too costly and therefor., too 
lw·:lVy a burden on the ratepayers. That is 
the fa.ult I have to find with respect tP the 
r.hires in my electorate. and l think ui her 
hou. members on this side haYc had 'imilm· 
experience. I propuse to quote one or two 
in~i.anccs of the 1r---,J,vy cost of main roads. 

"'.,. e often ha.ve discussions concerning con
tract and -day labom, and it is intorcstir.g to 
note that the chairman of the Main RCJad~ 
Board in his report for 1922 says-

" It has been found more economical 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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for shires to lot contracts for ccrtoin 
works, such as the cartage of metal spalls, 
the erectton of bridges, etc." 

There you have a sta.tement b,- a m.1n witb 
f'i'actical knmdedgo of the e~tPnsivc' work 
'(';nTi·:0. O!Jt by tho different shires, who sayR 
tnat Jt rs proved that a g1·eat saving is 
('{;·,d· J by shire coLmcils carrying CJUc thu 
con.:;.truction of brl.dges under the contract 
S.)T<t'll1 instead of under the day-labour 
,-,s -ten1 .. I s1ncerely hope that the GoYorn~ 
n1cnt '\Vlll take tho3D remarks into considnrh
tion, but I am indined to think that some 
hen. members oppc,ite will be in fa ,·cur of 
the chairman beinc· carpeted for da,cing to 
put such a remark rn his report. 

I was very pkas~d to note that in a great 
rnany 111stances, \\·hen vvork '\vas carried out 
by thc Board, the men living in th' locali
tJcs },ad an opportnnity of getting the work 
on those roads. In my own elcctor.~te, where 
a farr1y large su~1 of money has been spent 
?n a. nl:li_n road, I was Yery p'leased to know 
dwt, ow1.ng to H:o. dry conditions prentiling 
all<] ihe rmpossrbrllt/ for farm0rs io r;1ake '' 
:r<.-'asonablo living, n~_,thing was placed in the 
>va,' of pre,-onting them from getting the 
work on the main road, and I can assure this 
ConHnitt<~C that those rnen were a credit to 
any Main Hoads Board. 

The present regnhtions could be mndified. 
»·hioh would have the effect of reducing tho 
})fespnt eost of construction. In the eountr, 
districts the Board ie going to an encrmmis 
('XTJPDst- In taking ;··~·adcL· off hills, vvhich is 
n.;.gkjng the cost too great for t)lo ratep.1ycr ... 
to carry. It is verY nice to tra.vol on such a 
r~u·l. but the burclL'Jl is toe hcavv for th0 
[JC>Ople conc0rned. If the regula tion3 "\VCl'e 

rnodificcl and were not quite F.o drastic, the 
mount of money <:xpended conld g-o further. 

Ju.ot recently the Main Roads Board took 
0ver the road beLween ::VIa,-,-borough unCi 
~Iiaro, a distance uf 15 InilCs 9 n1ilcs of 
which are in the BmTum Shire: It was the 
i ~lh'ni ion of the f . .hire council to borro,\
£1,70~ for the conJCJ'tJCtion of the flrst nine
tenths of a mile, but the Main Hoads Board 
took over the road z,nd conf'tructod it. It is 
onl.:, fair to say thn ;- the road was nut con-
iructcd unrlPr the Board's supervision. but 

-was constructed unde=-' the sup~rvision of 1 he 
Pngineor of the municipalitv of Marvborough. 
1Tlrat engineer sta{-.P(l thnt~ he hadv to cira\\ .. 
11p hi~ pfans accorcl1ng t-J rho existing rer;ula.
ti m "· and he could not cheaiJen the cost in 
an~· way if he hfld to comply ,~:ith tho•e rcgn
j,, trom. V\' 0 wrtno,sr>d there' the trrking up 
of onc of the line:sl foundations thac ever 
ex} it>~-l for ~ road. the carting of iL ;tway, 
rrnd_ tnc carting- L~·l'k of anDtbcr foundation, 
"Y]ljcll n1eant incun·jng nnnecessar:,- cx:lr'Hse. 
as wns TH'OYed by the engl!lcor from the ).lnin 
Roads Board. >Yho came up \\·heu the work 
Y\'as Yery nearly nonlpleted and stated that 
t:;at hnd all h0en so much unncc"':::o- Jrv expense. 
The Main Roads Board officers sh~uld haYe 
f'een 1hat that oxp( :1:-;e was not incnrred, foL' 
then this nine-tenths of a mile would not 
ha Ye <eost the ratcp,vcrs £2.4nO. Thcv c,r. 
i aiPiy hctvo a good m'a.d. but ·they could ln.-e 
had ju.'t as good •1 road if it had bo0n r m
s~ r11rted in the v. a:· ~lH{g( sted b:v the Boa rd)s 
eEginr~Pr when ho ,.~jsited the t:ite at a timrJ 
when the road ,·as a bout complet~d. 

The capital ,-nine of the di.-ision is £35.000. 
Jf the mtppa:-crs have to repay ihe cost of 
the roatl m-er the llPxt thirtv vears ai the 
nte of £35 per .£1,000 in additi~n to half the 
<ost of mCLintenance, it ,rill cost !hem £109 

[}!i1·. Clayton. 

per annum. That means the imposition of 
a rate of ~d. in the £1 for nearlY every mile 
of the road. It will be seen what the rate 
is going to be if the Board is going to 

·build the additional 8 mil0s of road 11t the 
same cost. It will bo an impO'·sible burden 
for the ratepayers to cany. I .appeal to 
the Board to modify the regulatwns. The 
Burnun Shire Council is pn:pared to let the 
Board construct a road wrtlnn the shire, but 
it wants it done at a chca.por cost. The 
cost can be cheapened. I have practically 
ananged with Mr. Kemp to visit the Mary
l•orongh district next week, when . I hope 
that sonwthmg will bo done wh1ch wr]] allow 
the Board to proceed with the roads at a 
cheaper cost per mile. The Board ha.s also 
taken oYer the J.Vfaryborough-Bundaberg 
road. It has engaged ?.Jr. Price, ihe cit.:, 
engineer of D/I:aryborough, to inspect and 
c:ra w up ;;pecifications for the first ·ection. 
Th<e estir,,ated cost of the constructwn of th,, 
first 9.000 feet is £4,000. "i'atnrally the 
courwil has had to turn that proposal dO\·, n 
becaus<' an additional 9 miles of road w;l! 
lJaso to be constructed before it is con1!)let('d. 
There i~ no uso constructing 1~ miles and 
leaving the balance. If f.he construction of 
the road is proceeded ,,·ith on that specih
cation, the cost for the 9 miles will be 
£21,119 17s. 3d., which will mean that the 
ratepayers will have to find £735. per annum. 
Tlnt is another ,-ery small divrsron, and the 
ratepayers arrJ not in a positlOJl to {. •.trr~ 
slich a burden The pre~ent rate ~truck ir:!. 
the di,-iciou ;, 4~d. in he £1. which pro· 
vidcs an annuol revenue of £1.062., If this 
road is constructed. it will mean that only 
£.300 "·ill be left to cerry on the general 
\\ ork of tlH~ ell vision. rrhe Board ha"' beF'll 
advised by the council to lecwe the proposal 
in. abe-:-ance for the tlm_e being The Bo~~rd 
has al~o taken oYer the l\larybo~·ough-Pi.1-lba 
roacl. The residents of ?.1aryborough make 
use of that road more ihan the famus or 
lTSich'llb' of Pialba. It is on!~- fair, there· 
fore. that .Maryborough should boar a portior 
nf dw cxpe~ll~_iture. lt will be roatly a ro::td 
for the motori-ts of ~laryborough. I hope 
that the .;.vlini>tel' >vill sec that justice is 
clone to the ratepayers of the Burrnn1 shire 
b_y }faryborough ap-,uming its just propor~ 
·bon of the burden. Two or three years ago 
the Bnrrum Shire Council construcJ ed a 
bric'gc on that road oYer S ltwnter Creek 
at a cost of £3,000. The (~o,·ermncnt in 
lh._d iu ~tauc(~ called upon 1Iaryborongh to 
rncct the Burrunt Shire Council in the cost 
act a l •sis of 40 per cent. to 60 per cent. 
rrhe GoYt~r!lnlCnt 'VO~lld only lJC Joing a fair 
thing if they saw to it that Mcryborough 
took n ,bar•e of the cxpcndi! ur~ of th • road. 
I rcccnt1Y trnYclled OY('l' the road fl.llll 
Coorov to' T. wantin. iu the clPctorate of the 
hon. t~cmber for Cooroora. Son1p very fine 
wmk has bee:1 don" bv the Bortrd 011 that 
roarl. \'\-hen g·oing alo.ng that road we had 
to lcaYe it, because the people are waiting 
for ihe con"tntt:tion of a bridge in a ccrtajn 
place. The onl~ obstruction to prcYent 
]lC~oplc .q·uing ::dong that ro<1d \\·a:~ a ~apling· 
on two forkccl bticks. I mentioned the 
matter (o the hon. member for Cooroora, 
!!nd he admitted ho"- cxtrcnwh- dangerous 
it wa• · th~_t in anT,- case ]t sh;uld h~~ve a 
light at ni;:rht. Tile 1:t~sn1t \Vas that last 
Saturdav, when a bod-:~ of railv: '1YlnPn fro::l 
Gyn1pie Lv. ere going out in a rar fr~rn Cooro~-. 
the,- follmYecl the road and \Ycnt on·r th0 
cmbnnknJent. and the accident very Er~rly 
resn!tl!d in a loss of life, grr•at dg,n1age being 
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done to the car. That was due to neglec·t 
on the part of the Main Roads Board in 
not proceeding with the work and of the 
shire council in not safcguardjng the public. 
I believe that the hon. member for Cooroora 
will deal with the subject when he is di;
<Cussing this vote. 

Mr. BRUCE (K cnnedy): The activities of 
the Main Roads Board are of vital impor
tance to the people of the country districts as 
a. means of conveying produce and passenger 
traffic to raihvay lines) and abo in the 1nattor 
·of facilitating motor traffic between towns. 
Motor traffic is becoming more important 
throughout Australia as a means of trans
rortirlg produce and passengers. The policy 
of railway constructiOn that hus been actively 
-pursued by th8 Govcrnme!lt has, in many 
cases, isnbttcd towns by diverting the course 
uf traffic from routes that previously existed. 
As in the past, these main roads arc of 
great im]'Jortance to the whole of the 
State. They have meant the populating 
.of areas that 'Yere once unoccupied, and 
they will be the medium of restoring our 
depopulated centres to their normal pros
perity by connecting them with the railways. 
An outstanding nse is that of the town of 
Halifax, in th · Kcnnedy electorate. Halifax 
is a prosperous to'\Yll connected 1.vith the 
·outside world through the nort of Lucinda 
Point, which also feeds Ing~ham. The lack 

<>f con1n1unication faciljtics has caused mo~t 
of the products of the district to pacs 
through Townsvillc, with the exception, of 
~ourse, of raw sugar. Inghmn holds tho 
balance of pov;er in the Hinchinbrook Shire 
Council, and all the efforts of the resi
dents to get an up-to-date road and 
approach between Halifax and Ingham and 
to Lucinda. Point have been umwailing. 
'The Government were prepared to grant 
loan money to the Hinchinbrook shire for 
this purpose, but the offer was not accepted. 
Tho road is a nece-.ih aml vvill be the 
means of incren..c-in~ the pro-;;pet.i.ty of the 
di~trict through which it passes. As the 
,,hire cmmcd has Failed, I look fonv·arcl con
lldcJ_Jtl:i to the time when the people of 
Halifax and Ingham will luve their wants 
attended to by the Main Hoads Board. 'J'ho 
difficulties facing the Board were mentioned 
by the hem. member for Oxlc'' in his speech. 
It 1s a grcnt COllCephon and is onlv in its 
initial stage ·, ancl l am confident <that it.-: 
<efforts vv-ill meet ,,.i th succcs.'. 

Our Queensland \\orkPrs arc as crinab1o 
and a-~~ efficient as any in the other Stntc3 
of -flustralia, and, if i he nHllHtgcrr1cnt is 
eificJont, tho roads mav be constructed 
soundly nnd vtcll and at ~a rcnsono ble co~t. 
I trust that the acti.-itios of th·• Mcin 
Roads Board Y>ill be increased so thet· the 
rcquuernPnts of countn: resident:, \vill be 
met. The race that I· ha.-e mentioned in 
Tegard to I-Ialifax en1phasizc :_: the DC'l c';.,slt -
fm< the :\Iain Hoads Boards Act< and I am 
11articularly anxious that the l'Iain Roads 
Board "·ill extend its acti-;ities in that district 
so as to meet the wishes nf <he people of 
Halifax. 

Question put and passed. 

WARBEGO RABBIT DISTRICT FUN~. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. K. Gil!ics, l;'achan'): I beg to 
1IlOYC-

" That £14,500 lw granted for 
' \Varrego Rabbit District Fund.' " 

Question c>ut and passed. 

AGRICULTT:RE AND STOCK-COTTON TRADING 
FUKD. 

The SECRET~'I.RY FOR AGRICULTURE 
1Hor:. W. N. Gil!ies, Earharn) : I beg to 
Inove-

" That £400,000 be granted for 
' Department of Agriculture and Stock
Cotton Trading· Fund.' " 

31r SvYAYNE (:liirani): I notice that 
thi;; vote has increased from £250,000 for 
1922-3 to £400,000 for the current vear, and 
I take it that that is an indication of an 
P:dcnsion of tho <.Jtton industn, and I am 
very pl~ased indeed to learn that such is 
the case. I notice that tb 're is a difference 
in this vote from what pro.-iousl:.- obtained, 
inasmuch as the £400,000 is only for the 
purpos<' of purchasing seed cotton, and the 
12 inning· and hundling of san1e; and I would 
l ik0 to urge on the Minister, in view of the 
facts that are constantly coming to light in 
regard to ratoon cotton, that before we 
definite!:;- pass this vote be should seriously 
consider whether more consideration should 
not be given to the qw-stion of ratoon cotton. 
_\s ar1 indication of the information that is 
constantly coming to light on this question 
I might say that the day before yesterday 
a telegram vns sent to Bond and Co., cotton 
lclillers in Svdney, Kew South ·wales, in
quiring whether the:y \Yere \V'Orking ratoon 
cot ton, and n reply can1e to hand yesterda;.T 
"-hich shows that they have been working 
ratoon cotton within the last few days. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Yhat do 
yuu mr-on b:: ''working 1·atoon cotton"? 

Mr. SiVAYXE: Manufactnrim; it. I have 
a I ,o seen a letter from the C,_,nt ral Di·"trict 
Council, Rockhamplon, sigTJed by ~1r. 
Ritchie, in vchich he states that the farmers 
there m·0 willing to furnish the money to 
S<'nd I\Ir. Dan Jones to Great Bribin for 
lhc purpos,o of investigating this matier, in 
order to ascertain '"hcther or not there is a 
111arkct for ratoon cottOll. Xo ono \vill dis
pute that, -wbcn the farrnPrs in ~uch a. season 
as this ar·e willing to put their hands in their 
01.·. n pocket-s in order to finance .J.n jnqniry 
of that kind, the least the Government might 
clo is to clay their hand in the matter until 
the qur,tim1 has been deflnit l:v determined. 
The PYidcnro brought to lir~:ht in tlw discus
sion that took place in this House on the 
mLt1rT is bv no n1eans conclusiv-e. and the 
Yi·ei,'ht of CYirLnce has been in faYour of 
r Jt0oning. The fnrrrwrs in thu C·entral 

at the present time are saying they 
1nust allo1.vrd to gro'\v ratoon cotton or 
,.;,c they will have to apply for relief rations. 
In Yio,, of •·.·hat· I have said, and the facts 
I ha•·o brought fon;arcl to shmv that private 
pconlc intcrcsh:d in the industr~v arc ·willing 
to dc·fray the cost. of im~ •:.tigation in Great 
Britain on this subject, and that there arc 
n1ills now in Australia IYhich are ·working 
ratoo1• cotton, I think the JUinister must see 
that he has bcnn precipitate in this matter. 
It is my opinion that he has been led away 
b1· bincod and in tore stod evidence on the 
quostioc I would ask before it is too late 
that part of this sum of £~00,000 should be 
made applicable for the purchase of ratoon 
cotton. I vYotdd also urge on the :Minister 
to delay bringing the Cotton Industrv Act 
into force fm at least six months, Rurelv 
there can be no objection to that! \Yo 
hase been gro,co;·ing ratoon cotton, I suppose, 
for sixty years in Queensland, ever since the 
American civ-il war. \Ye know that Quccns-

Mr. Swayne.] 
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land cotton has held its own in the markets 
everywhcl'c, and sorne of it has been ratoon 
cotton. Surely in view of tho almost unani
mous request of those who arc in the industn 
it is onlv reason<tble that the matter shonl~l 
be held ·over for six months ! After sixtv 
years of cotton-growing, an additional si~ 
months should not make :1ny ·difference. Let 
the matter bo settled by inquiry through 
other sources than the one group of buyers 
whom the Minister has tied himself up to 
in this matter. 

Mr. PETERSO::'-J (Tormanby): I cordially 
support th2 contention of the hon. member 
fo~· ]vlirani, and earnestly pkacl with the 
1\1mister to defer the operation of the 
Cotton Industry Act for six months. I pro
pose to submit further evidence to strcngthPn 
our case, but before doing so I wish to 
con1rrwnt on a telegram "\vhich was received 
from Bond and Company, who are very 
large manufacturers in Sydney. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Will you 
publish that telegram? 

Mr PETERSON: I will publish it and 
produce It. It SC'em .• L'markablo that dm·in" 
the progress of the debate it was stated that 
Bond and Company were a-dverso to ratoon 
cotton. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1:LT1:RE: :\o: it 
was stated -deliberatE,]y by ldC that Bond 
and Company offered lOci. a lb. for ratoon 
cotton and ls. 4cl. a lb. for plant cotton. 

Mr. I'ETERSON: We have evidence that 
Bond and Company, who manufacture a 
delicate article-silk stockings-some hon. 
rnc·mbers should be authorities as to that, 
~a-nn?; co1ne from draperv establishn1ents. 
tLa ugbter.) " 

The CH.AIRJ\IAN : Order! The hon. 
member is not in order in discussing silk. 

:\h. PETERSON: Thev mix ratoon cotton 
with silk,. and by doing that they get better 
silk stockmgs. (Laughter.) The hon. gentle
man po!ntcd out that Bond and Company 
\\ere usmg ratoon cotton. Bond and Com
pany, who have such a great name in con
nection \\-it.h the Dlun11fadure of 
nrtich~s of clot'Jlng. lPmLl not USf' 

which was going to deteriorate their manu
factures. If we can my that Bond and 
Co~npany. are prepared to use ra to on cotton, 
It 1~ n. Sino qu& nou that rat:1on cotton is 
used in other parts o£ the world. ·while the 
:".1inister has pronosed to increase the 
Yote by £150,000 this year, this fact must 
not be lost sight of. The Minister stated 
during the previous debate that the depart
ment had lost a considerable sum of money 
through ih guarantr-p; but the dr>nartrncnt 
has not been the on] v loser a, the resuh 
of this. D~spite the fact that the guarantee 
has been g1vcn to the farmers, the farmers 
thcmselvee have lost a considerable amount 
of money. I received a letter yesterday 
morning from one of the lar,e ·st UTO\VCrs of 
cotton in Central Queensland, Mr. J. H. 
Bukow,ki, and the letter speaks for itself. 
It is an earnest appeal to the Minister and 
Parliament to ddn th" operation of t.ho 
Cotton Industry Act. The letter is written 
from vVilliam street, Rockhampton. and is 
dated 22nd October, 1923, and inter alia it 
states-

" I ~111 ::;;1ue t~at, taking .n1;T crop as 
a basis, there IS nothing in growing 
cotton as an annual crop. The profit per 

[il'lr. Swayne. 

acre is much less than I have shown 
here, as I omitted to deduct the cost of 
planting and of pulling out the cotton 
after it has come up, what is called throw
ing out. It would take a man all his time 
to do 2 acres a day, in fact most men 
would do less, so that is a further charge 
say of 6s. per acre against this profit. 
The growing of annual cotton cannot 
pay, b€cause my crop as an instance 
was a better crop than the a Y·crage by 
50 per cent. at the ]east, and was a crop 
that had a Yery good average rain, and 
it is hardly likely that the growers of 
Queensbml \Yill get as good rains, on 
the whole, as I had. 

"I£ the ::Ylinister would show the 
a Yerage poundage per acre for all the 
acres planted, he would find there was 
a very big loss in the industry by the 
farmer, as well as the amount spent by 
the Government, £57,000." 

That is evidence from the grower of some of 
the best plant cotton in Central Quecnsland
a man 1.·.ho was favoul'ed bv thundcrstorn1s 
when eyenbodv else was not eo fortunate
but, despite t11at fact, an analysis of the 

result shmvs that the crop v.as 
[11.30 a.m.] practiclll!y lost to him because it 

was not ratoon cotton. Had he 
had the opportunity of growing ratoon cotton 
and taken the responsibilit:· of finding a 
market in common with the rest of the 
growers of ratoon cotton, he would have been 
able to earn three times as much as he did. 
Snrelv it is time the Minister awoke to the 
pc '.iti'On in whi. h hundreds and thousands of 
gro·wers are placed. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I have 
been a"·alw while you have been asleep. 

Mr. PETER SON: I have not been asleep 
on my parliamentary duties, and I can hold 
up my end of the stick so far as that is 
concerned. 

The SECRE'L\RY FOR AGRIC1:LTURE : You 
haye been 1nanufactnring certain article::, 
when I haYc been dealing with the cotton 
qum:tion. 

Mr. l'ETERSO::'-J: And the hon. gentle
man has been manufacturing other things. 
If I received the s.rmc salary as the hon. 
gentleman, probably I would be able to do 
more for Queensland than the hon. gentle
man. I am pleading f01· the vast majority 
of the gro\'\ ers o£ Central Queensland, and 
am ad<ing other members of the Central dis
trict to be true to themselves and to those 
\Yho put them in Parliament. It is astound
ing that the•·e people should b(e prohibited 
from gTO"\Ying ratoon cotton under any cir
cumstances whatcYer. ·what is Parliament 
bnt a place where >YC can submit the require
ments of the people for the consideration of 
hon. members., \Vhy shank! we be called 
together if 've cannot pre-.cnt evidence from 
the producers' point of view, oven though, 
wh··n we do got the opportunity to present 
that evidence, members on the other side 
are afraid to get up and express what they 
honestly believe? They sit dumb and are 
prepared to s:wrifice the farmers. (Govern
ment dissent.) All I can say is that time 
will tell its own talc. and if the movement 
to send 1\1r. Daniel J ones to Lancashire is 
successful the Minister will be in a very sorry 
position indeed when the report comes back. 
It is not too late now. There is no need for 
heat, insult·, or mud-throwing. All we aFk 
is that the :Minister will give an opportunity 
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to the growers of ratcon cotton to prove 
their case, instead of absolutely prohibiting 
the cultivation of ratoon cotton. I suppose 
this is the last opportunity we shall have 
this session of appealing to the Minister, and, 
on behalf of the vast majority of growers of 
Central Queensland, I endorse the applica
tion which has been made by the hon. 
member for JY1irani for a reconsideration of 
the decision of the Government. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (lVarwzck): On the 
Cotton Industry Bill I referred to the fact 
that Captain Sn~nscn had grown a good 
deal of cotton in tho Solomon Islands at one 
time and received very satisfactory prices for 
ratoon crops. Of course, some years have 
pas,ed since they wero engaged in cotton
growing there, as I explained at that time. 
The crop was put in when the land was being 
planted with cocoanut trees and the crop 
was taken off from time to time. By the 
goodness of Captain S'vensen, some of the 
returns have been obtained, and it may 
interest the Committee if I give an indication 
of the result of some of the shipments. In 
1910 the British Cotton Growing Association 
wld on account of thf' Solomon I lands nine 
bales of ratoon cotton at 14d. per lb. I 
understand that it was a very good crop and 
that the price real iced ''as a good one. In 
1911 two bales were c·old at ll~d. per lb., 
seven bales at 11d., four bales at ll~d., one 
bale at 11~ .. one bale at lld., and ten bales 
at 12d. per lb. I am sure that hon. members 
will understand that nobody is desirous of 
interfering with the development of the 
cotton-gro,ving industry, and t.he Govern
ment may be perfectly right in their decision 
-or they may be quite \\'rong. The evidence 
in favour of rutoon seems so strong that it 
would appear right to allow those who are 
readv to cultivate ra.toon cotton to do so, 
provided they take the full responsibility for 
their actions. As in the case of ether com
modities, the produce is graded, and if it is 
not up to the mark we mav rest assured that 
the remedy will soon be forthcoming, because 
the growers will receive very much less for 
their article. In this connection I am not 
sure whcthe1· hon. members have noti<'ed a 
cablegram which appeared in the "Tele
graph" of the 23rd of this month-

" Cairo, 22nd October. 
"The law restricting cotton cultivation 

to one-third of the cultivated area is 
expected to end with the prc'C>nt cotton 
season, and will not be renewed. The 
intention of the law waJ to reduce the 
output and enforce fallowing, in order 
to maintain quality, but cultivators in 
recent years have not heeded the rostric
tion3." 

It is quite evident that tho authorities in 
Cairo are changing their viewpoint, and it 
would be well for the department to ascer
tain tho experience in Egypt and see whether 
it does not clearly indicate the unclesirablo
ness of a general prohibition of ratooning. I 
quote these facts and figurf's in order that we 
may arrive at a fair and just decision in 
dealing with an industry which I suppose 
we all hope will develop beyond any dreams 
we may cherish of its success. 

\Ve are going on right lines in pinning 
our faith to the article that we can export 
and for which there is a market. I hope 
that the Minister will give full attention and. 
a degree of sympathy to the men who are 
urging their case in the various parts of the 
State to be allowed to grow ratoon cotton, 

It would be a distinct unkindness to them 
if they were interfered with, if we could at 
the present time make regulations safeguard
ing the industry so that no harm could come 
to the State. 

Mr. KELSO ("Vunr/ah): I have much plea,
sLuo in supporting the request of the hon. 
lnt•Inbcr for Mirani. It has been suggested 
by the Minister, by ·.vay of intorjoctivn. that 
if W<' refuse to rahfy the agreement made 
with the British-Ardralian Cctton rLsoeia
tion, .Limited, we would btJ encouraging 
rqmdiation. 

The SECRETARY kOH AGRICULTURE: I did 
not soy that. 

Mr. SwAYKE: Th·~ Minister admitted that 
the qnestion of rato")ns was not mcntioncci in 
the agreement. 

l\Tr. KELSO : 'Iho Minister said that we 
wonlJ be repudiatil!;;· the ag"cemcnt. I do 
not think there has been the slightest sus·ges
tion about repudiation. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTGRE: Do not 
get the agreement mixed up with ratoon 
cotton. Ratoon cotton is not mentioned in 
tho Lt grocmcnt. 

Mr. KELSO: Can the Minister ~o on with 
the agreement ind~p.cndent of d1e ratoon 
eo tton question? 

TLe SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: The 
r>1iocr< cotton' has n•1 relation to tho agree
ment. The agreccncnt proVIdes foT' the 
giw1ing of the cotton by the Associat<on. 

lVJr. KELSO: I just wanted to clear up 
the C1Uestion of rep1 cliation. I consider that, 
if th~re is any deia:,- in the matter, it is not 
a onc,.,tion of ropud;<ltio~1 at all. 

The CHAIRMAJ'\: Order ! I do nut wish 
to mstrict the deb·1 ie on this vote, but I 
wonlrl point out to bon. members that Par
Ji,WJ0nt has alread"· pa"ed through all its 
stages a measure \> ;1ich prohibits the grow
EH( nf ratoon cotton in Queensland. Hon. 
r"r'n1 bors will thcrdore real is~ the futility 
of proceeding with a discussion as to the 
arlvi"ableness of ratoon cotton being grown 
\\hen an Act of J'arli.tment aJread:· pro
hi'Jits it. 

]\[r. PETERSOX : \Y o are asking that tho 
Act be postponed. 

Mr. KELSO: Se ,!Jg that the Bill lws not 
been read a third time I ask the :Minister 
lo 1econsider the quc_~stion. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTCRE 
iRon. W. X. Gillieo, Hacharn): The Dill has 
boon read a third 1 ime. This is a very im
pm:tar•t ma.tter il1i'.,:cc1 for Queensland, /cus
tr,'lilL. and the Empire. The hon. mcn1ber 
for Mirani and the hon. member for :Nor
wnnby stated in effect that a telegr>'m had 
been sent to Bond and Company, v.'ho aro 
the only spinner" in Australia, and they 
rcnliocl that they were working ratoon 
cotton. I should li"Iw to know what is melnt 
b~r the expression ''working ratoon ccttcn.'' 
I hope that the [c:il text of that telc'c~ram 
will be made avaihole to this Chamber and 
the 1 .rblic. I stato6. during my scconcl read
ing S]Jeoch on tho Cotton Inclustrv Bill 1.hat, 
,,hneas it had been ttatcd-I bclwve by Mr 
Daniel Jonei;, a gen-::-]eman \vho is going to 
bc sent home by cr:tain pcople-tha>, Boncl 
and Companv \vero prepared to tako :n11 oo~ 
cotton at the full guaranteed price-which 
would be equal roughly to 1s. 6d. per lb. 
in Liverpool, or 15. 4d. per lb. in Sydney-:
thc facts are that ihe Department of ,\gn
culture advertised rh·~ s<tle of ratoon cotton 
and Bond and Coru;Jhny offered lOd. per lb. 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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for ratoon cotton and 1s. 4d. per lb. for 
plant cotton, which is a difference of 6d. 
per lb. I have never stated that Bond :md 
Company would. not manufacture ratoon 
cotton, but. I have _found that certain people 
are conveymg the nnpression that Bond and 
Company are prepared to take ratoon cotton 
and pay the full guaranteed price for it. 

Mr. PETERSON: 'rho growers are pePpared 
to ta.ke a lower price. 
. The SE_CRETARYFOR AGRICULTCRE: 
What pnce are the growers of Queensland 
prepared to take for ra to on cottDn in ths 
6N>rl 1 I ask the hail. member for Mirani 
a:>d the hon. rnembPJ' fo1· Normanbv tD fur
msh that informai·iDn. When the acid test 
was ,put on Bond and Company it was found 
that lhey would otter onl0 10d. per lb., and 
then tenders wore called for ratoon cotton 
and McD_onn<ell and_ Ea·t offered 1s. per lb., 
wh1ch pnce detern.mcd the value of raloon 
cuhor_ 111 Queensland and Au::>tralia, and 
Doncl a:>d _Company subsequently agreed to 
take a limited qua:o~ity of ratoon cotton at 
1s. per lb., '~hich ic the grower would be 
wot·th somethmg Wsc. thail. 3d. per lh in th·' 
seed. Meesrs. Bond and Company have now 
agreed to purchase 100 bales of ratoon cotton 
~" st,ore _at 1s. per lb., to be delivered 111 

«~·ba;c lots per month. deliver d in October. 
J\oYcn1ber, December, and January. Tha.t 
offer has been accepccd. That offer w~s th,, 
result of calling _tenderfl and rocoi\6n 1r ls. 
pt.~r 1L. as the higb·':;t t0ndor, and saving to 
Bon? ancl Con1pan.:v, "If 3·ou arc pfeparcd 
to gl\·e the same pn(~~~ as the highe,,t to1Jdcrer, 
you ca-1_1 have the ratoon cotton." That is 
the pm<It;on 'vith re~ard to ratoon cotton ~o 
far as, Bond and Company arc concemed. 
The fc11lowmg fignrt' show the amount paid 
by the Queensland Government in respect of 
cotton harvested to 24th October, 1923-

10,986,320 lb. at 5~d. 
184,941 lb. !lt 5d. 
62,554 lb .. tt 4cl. 

707 lb. at 3°d. 
1,951 lb. at 3!,d. ... 

376,838 lb. ·t 3d. (eatoon) 
117 lb. at 3d. ... 
116 lb. at 2~d. 
470 lb. at 2d. 

£ s. <l. 
251,752 14 3 

3,852 18 9 
1,038 4 8 

11 0 11 
!.:8 11 11 

4, 710 9 6 
1 9 3 
1 4 2 
3 18 4 

11,613,824 lb. £261,401 12 2 
Ou_t o i tho total a me> nnt of £261,401 12s. 2d. 
pan! for the cotton crop, the sum of £4.710 
9s .. 6a. was paid fm· ratoon cotton. which is 
ev1dence of the <mall porcenhgo ·of rai.oon 
cottor,_ harvestnd. . _\.s a!r,ady promised, 
CXlJPnn1cnts arc v,o1ng 1 o be n1ado. It is 
!J<>Hcr that we shocdc! wait for two 0r three 
yc:a,rs_. and make .o';:pori'neni"~ and jnqnirio'-~ 
Witn regard to t\le 1nanufacture of ratoon 
cotto?- to sec if the spinners aye prcprtred to 
bny 1t, rather than make a mistake no, awl 
ruin iho whole prost;octs of a ;;rcat industJ"'· 
by n11cndng ra.toon cotton to be gronn1 \Vo 
are ,vjse in takins that step on the evidence 
furHi>hed to the G,,,-ornment by the pcoph 
\', ho are gomg to buy ~he product. .\ft.or 
all, they are the people to whom W<' must 
!"ten, because they arc the people who are 
prcpfll·ed to buy th<e product. 'The/ a ro ]11'0-

ptrecl io pay a price that will enable th8 
fanner to live as white men should live and 
pa:y 1 l~?asonab!e vvages to their mnplo:y-c:-·s, 
,.-]Hen I subm1t cannot be done on the priCe 
the;· are prepared to pay for ratoon 
cotton .. In addition, there is the danger of 
damagmg the w.hcle reputation of plam 
cotton. 'l'hc amount of advances paid in 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

cDnnection with plant cotton as disclos-ed 
b:- ,my figures is a very big item. Tho 
Government aro wise in the action the,
have taken, and thBy are going on \vit!1 thei~~ 
policy and at the 'ame time carrying out 
C'ertain inYcstigations. 

Mr. SW_'\. Yl\"E (Jfirani) : It will be very 
poor consolation to t·hose at the present tim,-, 
who have to put in seed cotton, which 
perhaps will not germinate, and root out 
th0ir r::ttoons, to tinci in two or three venrs 
that they are right but in the r;:.eantiwe-lhey 
havo lost their crop, It would bo far better 
to allo,v the embargo to ~tand over for 
:tlloth•:'l' six months, especially in vi,:w of the 
'"""'p!iona.!ly bad season that we arc experi
<·Jwing, and allow the settlers to ha vc- the 
ben cut of the ratoon crop. \Y c have been 
gTO\'\'ing ratoon cotton for sometbi11g like 
sixt:~ years, and f'u_rely another six 1nonth~ 
will l<ot make any c;ifference. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE : TPII the 
Committee what the Commonwealth Govern
ment have to say nbout it. They are about 
to share the guarantee with us. 

Mr. SIV A YNE: I am not concerned about 
that. Growers say they will take the risk. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCHE: \V e are 
concerned about it. 

Mr. 13WAY2\i'E: I maintain that there is 
ample evidence forthcoming to justif:· the 
postponement of the embargo. I have seen 
this telegram which has been mentioned, and 
it stated that ratoon cotton was being spun 
into 16's. It also stated that A grade cotton 
was being spun into 30's, and it also men
tioned that rntoon cotton was rather short 
in staple. During the dis<:ussion that took 
place on the Cotton Industr0 Bill it was 
pointed out that there arc ratoon cottons 
<]uite as long in staple as seed cotton. I take 
it that. seed cotton can also be produced too 
short in staple to be classed as A grade. As 
the hon. member for Normanbv interjected, 
the growers of ratoon cotton h~ve intimaled 
their willingnPss to take a IDwN price. \Ye 
proclurnd evidence during the debate on the 
second reading of the Bill showing that there 
are raloon crops just as long in staple as 
seced cotton. The telegram that I saw from 
Bond and Company certainly did say that 
ratoon cotton ,,.,-as being spun jnto 16's ¥-~hile 
another p;rado 'yas being spun into 30's 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhat 
are 16's? 

Mr. S\YAYXE: The hon. gentleman knows 
eo much about. it !hat he ehonld know. That 
is the information from the people spinuing 
it. They aro ·"inlilar tol'l11S to those nsr'd in 
the v ool-spinning industry, but I do not know 
much about it. As I undcrstancl it. it means 
a certain nun1ber of fibres in a certain 
circnrnfcrencc. l\Tan7 growers arr; qnite 
prepared to take a lower price for ratoon 
cotton. bee a use of the ad Yantagcs at t cndmg 
its cultivation. 

The \!I-IAIRi'viA='f: Order ! I hope that 
the hon. member will not pursue that <ubject 
any hnthcr. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnctt) : I want to add 
mv protc;t to the embargo on ratoon cotton. 
I 'am r,icasod to know that the Minister is 
,.loing somethir~g in the nature of { llT,YJng 
out the experiments which were ach-ocated by 
the growers. I am only sorry that those 
experiment;- \Vcro not made before ratoon 
cottDn was banned, in orcler to show that 
L1tooning is not detrimental in the interests 
(Jf the State. 
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have alreadv 
T'Ointed out to the hon. member for Nunda!1, 
'nd I make the suggestion again to the hon. 
member for Burnett, that, while I have no 
-de-ire to restrict the debate, this House has 
nlready ]Hssed a Bill in which the question 
of growing ratoon cotton was dealt with. 
'Ihe hon. member must realise that it is 
!utile to purcuc the subject any further out
side of mggesting that the inquiry should be 
-exronded. 

Mr. CORSER: I do not think there is 
'<nything in the Standing Orders that pre
vents me from complimenting the Minister. 
(Laughter.) The telegram from Bond and 
Co. offering to take ratoon cotton breaks 
~own the argument that ratoon cotton was 
impossible because it did not enable the mills 
lo '\'Ork as thev should. 

The SECRETA~Y FOR AGRICULT<.:RE : 'Vhat 
-quantity will they take up to? 

::\1r. CORSER: They will certainly take it 
at ls. per lb., and they may pay more. The 
·;:r ewers expect to be paid a lower price for 
1atoon, but against that fact is the larger 
·production and more certainty of a crop than 
if they ~-row plant cotton. It doe~ not seem 
to have boon established and we have had no 
prcof that it i, not a legal tender. I con
gr.Jtulate the Minister on the things that he 
1llls not >aid and the things he does not do, 
'lll order to please you, Mr. Kirwan. 
1Laughter.) 

:Y1r. PETERS'ON (Xorrnanby): The Minis
ter wa•, good enough to state that the price. 
to be received for ratoon cotton under the 
scher:ne he spoke of this morning will be 
conSJderably less than that received for plant 
cotton. rrhat is not a fair comparison, for 
the simple rea,on that it has been proved 
tJeyond doubt that it has been a failure as 
regards the poundage return per acre. A 
1nan growing ratoon cotton will get. four 
tin1cs as n1urh per vcre as the man who grow.:; 
plant cotton. \Vhat -does it matter if he can 
on!,· gd 600 lb. of plant cotton per acre if 
11c f:'ets. far more from his ratoon crop? 

:0.1r. CORSER (Burnf'lt): There is just 
this matter in regard to the ban that has 
been placed on the production of ratoon 
cotton: \Vo might as well condemn all our 
'beef became the British people have put a 
ban on beef with nodules. 

The SEcRETARY FOR AomcuLT'CRE: \Ve are 
11ot condemning all cotton. 

Mr. COH.SER: The Government might 
jmt as logically say that \ve should onlv 
export veal. " 

. Mr. MOORE_ (A.ubigny): \Yhon the :\:Iin
lstcr 1vas speaking he askc•d ·wbat the Corn
l':'ouwealth Government thought of ihis ques
tron and of the guarantee. 'The gro" 'rs of 
ratJon cotton are not asking for a guar
antee, and are agreeable to its elimination. 
~ Mr. P!·:1'ERSO:\: They are not asking for a 
hxcd pncc. 

Mr. l\IOORE,: :\"o; they arc only asking 
that someone snall bo sent home to test the 
market. It seems extraordinarv that the 
Government should impose thrs embargo 
before the mbject has been definitely tr,te-d. 
The department admit that it has not been 
dofmitely prm·.cd, because they propose to 
conduct cxperunents for the ne,ct two or 
ihree years to see whether it is a profitable 
marketable commoditv. The growers are 
prepared to take the risk, w that it cannot 

tfTect the State or the Commonweaith Govern
ment one \\·a\' or the other. The individuals 
who arP gro\~'ing ratcon cotton are prepared 
io put their hands into their own pockets to 
tec.t the market. I ask the Minister to be 
reasonable and allov· thece people to carry on 
~heir b:tsineo" in a \vav which will be most 
p1·ofitable to themselves. 

Question put and passed. 

THE DrsE.\SES rx SToc!.;: AKD THE BR 1:\DS AcTs. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \V. X Gillies, Eacham): I beg 1..' 
n1ove-

'· That £49,794 be granted for 'The 
Diseases in Stock and the Brands Acts.' " 

'\1r TAYLOR (Windsor): In the yote for 
"Coniingoncics" under thi .. heading, the 
ite1n " Printing Brands Directories, Gazettes, 
etc." has increased from £850 last vear to 
£2,000 this year. It is a fairly subst,mtial 
increase, and I should like to lmmv its cause. 

1Ir. CLAYTON (11' id c JJay) : I should like 
to bring Gefore the Committee the question 
of the 'tock inspectors that I referred to in 
my speech on the Addres; in Reply. These 
oflicers arc doing· good work, but the Govern
ment want to make it possible for them to 
move about in the country more than they do. 
The stock inspector at ;';Iary borough has a 
very largo district to coyer in addition to 
bis duty in issuing pennits for tra\~clling 
stock. Provisiou is abo mad2 that, in his 
abscrJcc, the rneat ins11ector for J\iaryborough, 
1.vho oc:cupics the snnre Dfficc. may issue per
mits. Unfortunately, and to the inconvenience 
of the many persons \Yho have to remove 

stocl<, both those officers are 
[12 noon] occasionallY absent at the one time 

attending 'to their various duties 
dscv:l·crc. If it is vossible, I should like the 
Mimsicr to devise a plan whereby people 
dt -;irous of getting pennits rnay get them in 
some otCer way. For instance, if :1 junior 
wcr<e appointed in the inspocton' office it 
would ,,]]ow both of ihem to go a''l'ay, as IS 

necessary in tht~ efficient couduct of their 
dutie . Better \York woucd be done, and it 
IYould be a grt.:at conn:r~il'n( 0 to stocko11 ners. 

I think that the police in tho suburban 
clistricts around Maryborough should be per
mitt--d to issue permits for stock to travel 
or to- be dipped. That \YOtdd sa Ye rnanY men 
rroing into tuwn and baYing to 1vait until the 
inspectol _ · oflir" is open. An instJ.ncc han~ 
pone-cl onl_v the other day "·here a man desired 
to {'lltrain a horse h·orn 11nryboron;h to 
Kingaroy. He bookc.l his truck and paid for 
it. ancl then ,,-('nt ronnel to g-ci the permit, 
hc'C<HlS0 the Raih1·a~· Dcpartinent 'vould not 
L1k<' tlw animal \Yithout a permit. l-Ie found 
both officials absent and was unable to go on 
with his business. If tbo office had been kept 
opal• by haYing a junior there, it \Yould have 
lll'C:\"!}lltcd rnnrh incon\'C'llicnce and loss of 
time to the settlor. The same thing applies 
to th~ .,al2s conducted at Croydon ,Junction 
yard. On some occasions the stuck ins]Ycrtor 
is t],cro, but on other occasions his duties hko 
him elsewhere. If the police were permitted 
to issue permits for persons to take the stock 
1hcy purchnsc to their horncs or for thos? 
who are unfortunate enough not to be able 
1 o sell to remove their stock, it would be a 
g-rca[ conYf'nicnce. Again, D'iving to th: fact 
that stock htn·e to tran,] through ihe muni· 
cipality of J\laryborough, it is necessary to 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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get a permit for this purpose from the police. 
If one permit could be issued to suit all pur
poses it would be a great benefit to the people, 
"md I hope the Minister will devise some 
means whereby this convenience may be given 
to stockowners. 

Mr. CORSER (Burn( tt): This vote deals 
with the Government Bacteriologist and the 
Experimental Sta.tion at Yeerongpilly. I 
have always ho11ed that this sub-branch would 
be made more practical, and that the know
led;:e held by the officials of that institution 
shoulo be available to the people of our 
country districts. vVe know the tremendou" 
danger attaching to the feeding of human 
bein;J"S, particularly childre11, with milk from 
a cow affected in the udder. vVhile we have 
occasicnally had lectures illustrating the 
troublos that arc likeh to be brought about 
throug·h carelessness in t.his matter, it is 
scarce! y known to our farmers. I would 
suggest to the l\Iinister, as a humanitarian 
suggestion, that a pamphlet be drawn up b:; 
the Bacteriological Department at Ycerong
pilly, to bo issued to the country people, to 
make them appreciate tho dangers arising 
from the use of infected milk or from storing 
milk in places where it might become con
taminated from unwholesome odours. This 
subject is eyen more important than that of 
rato<m cotton, because it aff<'cts the welfare of 
our people and children. ~We also know that 
it has not received public attention in the 
pa<t. It is most ec'f'ntial that this should be 
remc·diecl. }Jilk is probablv the most wholc
··onw of our foods, but, i( neglected b:· the 
people using it. it bc>comos oxtrem0ly 
dangerous. I make tho suggestion that thtl 
}Iinistor should issue a bulletin pointing out 
the dangers that are likolv to fall on our 
youngsters in to·wn and C'oulltr .. ,~ districts and 
which may be guarded against' through care, 
provided that us.•rs of milk have a little of 
the knowledge that is at present aYailable 
at ·Yecrongpilly. 

tine for six we<-ks and more and to be sub
jected to dipping, and have them sent to 
Kcw South \Vales as fat cattle. Wo realise 
that the tick question can only be dealt w·ith 
in a practical manner and not in the: 
theoretical manner that is hampering our 
gro\vers at present. 

In the matter of diseases in stock, wo know 
-and I think it can be attributr•d to the want 
of kloowledge of th• tick problcJ,J in :0/ew 
South Wales-that our stock are at present 
meeting with opposition at tho border. This 
is onh- brought a.bont bv :\'c·v South vYales 
interests -which arc agai"nst the introduction 
of Queensland cattle. and which are backed 
up, unfortunately, by want of knowledge on 
the part of the authorities in New South 
Wales a .. to what is a suffici<>nt precaution 
to prevent the introduction of ticks across the 
border and as to what might be tho result if 
the.>· appeared across tho border. In Quoens
~and \~e h~ ve clc>an areas, tho same as they 
na,-8 1n :\ew South \Valos, and ,-o have 
not the stringPnt prcYentiYc rncthods 
demanrled by Now South \Vales authori
ties. Those areas . have not and probably 
neYcr will have t1ck<, because thov haye 
been proved to be non-tick areas. '.Whilst 
I understand that ticks might occasion
ally get across the border. that fact 
1s not likely to cause a tick area in 
Xew South \Vales. I think that we are losing 
a tremendous amount of income mving to the 
want of knowledg on the part of the Now 
South \Vales authorities in regard to ticks. 
If tv-:o dippings, . as has been suggested by 
practical people 111 the State and has been 
backPd up by departmental experts, are not 
sufficient to prevent the spread of the tick 
in new districts, then I know of no precautions 
that are likely to be effective. It is impossible 
£or us to have our cattle placed in quaran-

[1111·. Clayton. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacharn): With regard 
to the question of the leader of the Opposi
tion, who olled special •attention to the 
item " Printing Brands Directories, Gazettes, 
etc.,., this year as co,rnpared with last year, 
the reason for this is that in 1915 the then 
Secretary for Agriculture amended the Act. 
which prior to that provided that the brand 
register should be printed every year, cost
ing roughly about £1,200. Now it is only 
printed every two years, and, in my opinion, 
the Act should be amended again to mako 
the period greater, because I think tlut sup
plenentary printing would be sufficient. The 
extra money is wanted now to print the 
brands directory. 

·with regard to the suggestions made by 
hon. members of the Opposition, these will 
receive consideration, and, if they are found 
to be practicable, they will be put into effect. 

Question put and passed. 

THE HEGl"LATIO~ OF SUGAR CAXE PRICES ACT. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. ::-.i. Gillies.. Eacham): I beg to 
ll10VC-

.. That £15.715 bo granted for ' The 
Regulation of Sugar Cane I'rices Act.' " 

Question put and passed. 

S GGAR EXPERDIEJ\T STATIOJ\S ACT. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(lion. W. ::-.i. Gillies, Eacliarn): I bog to 
illOYC-

" That £13.E7S. bo gran,t<;;l for ' Sugar 
Expcl'IlT!ent Statrons Aet. 

Que,tion put and passed. 

STATE ADV.·IXCES CORPORATIOX-ADV ANCES TO 
SETTLERS llRAXOH. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'rURE 
(Hon. W. ::\'. Gillies, Eacham): I beg to 
lllOYO-

" 'I'hat £408,581 be granted for ' State 
.. A.dYancos Corporation-Advances to 
Settlers Branch.' " 

::\Ir. CORSER (Bumctt): I notice that this 
vote has been reduced by nearly £70,00{), 
and. being ono who has alwa:y' held that the 
State Ach·anccs Corporation h11s not 111 an.Y 
1vay boon as lenient to its borro\vcrs as rt 
n1i;:;,ht have been I certainlv do not agree 
th,:'t there should' be e. reduction in the vote. 
I understand that a Bill has to bo introduced 
t'J remodel the AgriCL!ltural Bank, tho St~te 
Advance·• Corporation, and other adv~ancn_Jg 
institutions, and I hope that that Br!l w1ll 
make provision tn obviate ~he complam~s 
that we have had to make m the past m 
reo-ard to these advances. l could not allow 
th~ vote to go through without saying that 
in the past the State Advances Corporatwn 
has not carried out the opirit of the. Act, 
and unfortunately has hampered qUJte a 
number of settlers who have been refused 
adyances or who have been offered an 
advance' that was not in keeping with 
their requiremenh and they have therefore 
had to refuse it. 
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Mr. VO\VLES (Drllby): The practice at 
present followP.l by the Stale AdYa.nces Cor
poration when applications are made for a 
transfer should bo altered. I undereta:od that 
it is the practice to rcquiro a certain a1nou~t 
of the loan to be repaid before consent IS 

giYen to a transfer. There is no fixed rule 
as to what percentage of lhe loan should 
b<> repaid, and, if it was fixed definitely that 
consent will only be granted on the repay
ment of 10 per cont.: 15 per cent., or 25 
per cent. of the loan mono:··, then the people 
would be in a better position to make 
arrangement·· for the sak of their properties 
than they arc to-da,·. A fixed perc<mtage of 
the debt· should be· required to be repaid or 
Jlothing at all. ~Chis n1ati-cr is cau~,ing a 
good deal of delay and trouble in tlw country 
districts, and I hope a. different practice will 
lw followed in the future. 

::Wr. IVIC\STANLEY (Quanton): In 
recent time' I haYe had a good deal more 
to do \Yith this department than I had in the 
past, and, generally speaking, th. State 
Ad,·aLces Corporation is both fair and reason
able to the people whose cases I ha vo brought 
under the notice of the officials. One dif!-iculty 
that is experi 'Jlced-1 do not know whether it 
"pplics all over tbu State or not-is to get 
an inspection and get a report when an 
application is 1nadc. 

.\Ir. Co•RER: It has greatly improved m 
that reg:trd. 

?>Ir. WI:\S'l'Al"LEY: The position may 
ha ,-e improvecl bur. there i' 'oom lor further 
improvcr11ent in the northern 11art of the 
Sta tc. The inspector for the northern divi
sion live~ in Cairns, anJ he has to travel 
from Cairns right dovYn to Tow!l~Yillc and 
out west of Charters Towers. and evcrvbodv 
l,no\rs that it is beyond the capacity of 
or:o man effecti.-ol:i to inspect and report 
within a reasonable time on the applications 
received. In the majority of instances, if 
a man desires to borrow·, he likes to kno1v 
as soon as possible whether he can get the 
money, or whether he cannot get it; and 
if thoro is one thing that is discouraging, 
it is to be ke11t 1vaiting threu 'veck·, or a 
1nonth, and "{nuotimes six weeks. after 
making an application before getting a reply, 
and then perhaps g·et an adYer"e reply. 
Some improvement might bo made in lhat 
ro~Rrd. Perhaps it is not fOf"ible to haYo 
rnorc inspcetor.s) but in exceptional cases the 
C:ro>Yn land ranger hcu been asked to 
report, and on other occasions other people 
have bPen asked tn rnakt~ a rcr)ort 1 and the.:
haYo complrtinod 1hat thcv arc "sked to do 
work that they should noi bo callc'd upon to 
do. and they arc not very considor<tte. 
bomcthir,g ·.houlci be done to ' •;pedite 
wattcrs, in order to get an in ·pcction fairly 
quickly, and got the report down to head 
oi!ice so that the m c.ttor can be dc'fmiteh' 
decided upon, so that a 1nan \Yill know 
where he is, and will kno\\· if he cannot gd 
the adYance fron1 the ~.tate Advancc3 Cor
r·oration, lhat he will either have lo abandon 
the project or try some other financial institu
tion. V er7 often when applications are sent 
in the officers here cannot locate the inspector 
by >virc. and the inspector gets back to Cairns 
bcforG he receive" instructions to inspect, and 
h<' has thou to let tlw matter stand OYer or 
rctrac0 his steps-which is unfortunate for 
him, unfortunate for the applicant, and 
unfortunate for the office down here. lf any
thing can bo done to remedy that kind of 
thing, it will be bighly appreciated both by 

members who have to look after their clients 
and by the applicants thcm,ch-es. 

Question put and r~nsscU. 

I'EPART}IE:\T OF l!IXES-CHILLAGOE STATE 
S.:\fEL'l'ERS. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLT!JHE 
(Hon. \\". ::'\. Gillics, Eaclwm): I bog to 
rnovc-

,, That £275,000 be granted for ' De
partnwnt of }1incs~Chillagoe State 
Smelters.' " 

Mr. TAYLOH iTV;ndsor): Thi .. Yote puts 
m" in mind of Cl liver T". ist. \Yho ,,.as alwa vs 
~ailing for more. Althoug·h 1 his entorpri;e 
IS a forlorn hope, the Minister is still asking 
for n1or1.'. 

The SECRETARY roR i\IrNES : You want to 
send Dan J onps hon1e to England. 

Mr. Tc\YLOR: If Dan Jones had been in 
charge of tho .Mines Department he could 
not haYo lost more mono; than the Minister 
luu.. l am hoping the day is not very far 
-ch<tant when we shall see these votes for 
minin!-5 C'1irninatcd fr01n our Estimates. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR MINES: You do not 
\\·ant n ny 1nini ng at all. 

::\Ir TA YLOR: The Minister is going the 
'Jf!llt \\ av. in his administration of the 
Departme~'t of rdines, to ha Ye no mines in 
th'' futme. .-'\lthough I quite believe that the 
hon. gentlc:mau has the very best intcntjon::> 
in regard to mining, I still think he has 
eort~rni1 fed the most grieyous blunders in 
<DC~Ht·ction v 'th the department during the 
h.st f cw ~\·c;1 1·s. 

Ho~. W. H. BARXES (Tr1;nnum): I notice 
t!ut the amount appropriated last voar for 
the ChiJlc,voe State smelters was £250,000, 
tmd I should [,n glad to know if the Ministf'r 
can tell us what >vas the actual amount 
expended last year. In connection with such 
!Jig· :1JllOlll1ts it is of int0rest to hon. members 
to know exactly what has been spent. My 
c");periencP ns a 1\ijnistcr "\Va.3 that .sometime·., 
a~1 appropriation ,_·:a'i exceeded, and sonJe
' i nJP.-; tht: \Yholo o£ the :unount voted was not 
pent. \Yhcn an increased amount was put 

do\\n fc.r the following year it was sometimes 
a11 iP<hc<,lion Tlmt the amount yoted for the 
rn·p.yjous year was not sufficient. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Parhlington): The figures are 
~-iyen on page 87 of the Auditor-General's 
report nnder the heading of " Trading 
Account.'' The snm placed on the Estimate' 
la-·t year was £250,000, and the vote was 
t"lXC'PCdE:J. 

l-Ion. \Y. H. BARXES: By how much? 

The SECRETARY FOR l\1Il'\ES: An 
cxpencliture of £319,838 5s. 3d. is shown by 
tho . .'ll!clitor-Gcneral's report. The amount 
placed on the Estimates this year is £275,000, 
ancl we shall probabh- keep within the 
estimate-we ma;c l)p a f<•Y: thousand ponnd' 
oyer or nnclc·r~it c annat 1natter ycry n1uch. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARKES: From a financial 
point of YiC>·. it matters a great deal, other
wise the Estimate' arc misleading. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We try 
to keep within the yotc as much as possible. 
Last ypar, despite the reference of the leader 
of the Opposi1ion to this matter as a forlorn 
hope, I kept within the vote. With regard 
to the Chillagoe works, the Auditor-General's 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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report shows that last year the loss \vas 
£58,793 15s. 1d. That included interest on 
the capital expended, namely, £32,440 lls. 9d. 
That. loss would have been increased if we 
had taken the advice of hon. members oppo
site and closed the works down during the 
mining depre~sion; the actual lo~s \Youlcl then 
have been about £36,000. 

Mr. TAYLOR: \Vho advised you to close 
dU\Vl1? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\II:'\ES: Our 
fricndc, 

r,Ir. T.HLOR: \Yiw are the friends who 
did so' 

ThP SECRETAHY FOR ::\11:'\ES: Our 
friends opposite. Chillagoc was cle,cribed 
a:c. "Thcodore's circus" and "Jones's folly," 
but we kept the mines open. 

Mr. ::\lOORE: Did the po-ition improve? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\II:'\ES: Of 
course the position ha-: in1proYed. Hon. 
members should appreciate the fact that it 
has improYed.2 not bec.tuse n1etal pri<..es have 
improved, but becatF0 \VC have improved the 
conditions in the mines. \Ye "'pent a good 
deal of the monev placed on the Estimates last 
vear in developing- the Lady Jane, Girofla, 
Consol' and othm· mines. I have no desire 
h ston-~wall but I nm not going to sit here 
quietly and 'be deccribccl as the '\Iinister of 
forlorn hopes 'vithout offcnng on1e vvord of 
protest. (Laughter.) I hope. h~n .. m~mben 
onpo~ito \vill take a n1orc optlmishc Ylew of 
the mineral \Ycalth cf our great State. Thoro 
is no other ccuntr\· in the world i11 \\·hich the 
mineral rc:::ourrf'~ ~arc ro great a:' th0y are in 
:\'orth Queensland, particularlY in the Clon
l'llrrv 11nd C~1illngoe cll~1 rict ~. and in th ~ 
Bowen district with ree:m·d to coal. 

1\Ir. CoLLI~S: IIoar: hear. (Opposition 
bughter.) 

"'\Ir. ft_)n . .:::.sn: Y".~c ~· 1 ·(u1r1 1i1i:e to hear ."iOllJC

t!Jin;~ nbcut 1:-<:nnp1 Sound. 

The SECHETc\HY FOH :\II?\ES: I did 
not have an opportnu;t•.· when the Estimates 
in Chief were under di.;:cus~ion of inforn1ing 
hon. nH:mber·-:c that we haYC' had an offer for 
the purcha:;c of the Yampi Sound lease. 
Yampi S,Jund will onp clav be ono ?f the iron 
producers of the world. I was adnsed to sell 
it because of its vvcalth. 

The Auditcr-Gcneral points out in his 
report how the departnwnt has suffered from 
nnrtua1ions in metal prices. On 30th June, 
1920, corJpcr \vi re bars "-ere £95 per ton; on 
30th .June, 1921. £76 per ten: on 30th June. 
1q22 £71 per ton; and on 30th JunP. 1923. 
£73' 16s. 2r1. per ton. The quotation_ in this 
mornin~'s paper is "'0l11f'i-hinv, like £Go. This 
is f<>r olrrL·olvticall · refined copper: so the 
nwhl prirH haYe net impr.,Ycd. Lead in 
1920 \\'Oc, £33 )1N ton; in 1921. £23 2s. 6cl. 
oN ton: in 19?2, £24 14s. per ton; and in 
1923. £24 18·,, 7rl. per ton. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: What justification haYe 
you for believing prices will improve? 

The S1~CRETARY FOR ;yn"'ES: I hope 
the·.· will. \Ve have no control over metal 
prices in Australia, unfortunately. JUr. 
Godclard is a splendid manager, and ono of 
the best in Australia, and he is endeavouring, 
without interfning with the wages and the 
conditions of the workers, to make the metal 
nriecs and tlw cost of production meet h,
having up,to-date nlant and keeping the 
mines in go<ld condition, and I believe he 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

will succeed in doing so. Only this morning 
lw told .me that, 1f lead remains at tho 
present price of £26 per ton, we shall be 
all right. He has brought Chillagoe up to 
such a condition that we have ore supp1ies· 
for two or three years. \Ve have learnt 
that it is no uso having a State mine, or 
anv other State concern in connection with 
mi"ning, unless the State has reserves of 
its own-as y'ou cannot expect producers of 
ore tD send it to the smelters whon ore is 
low in price. \Ve take as much as we can 
get. but we have our own reserves to fall 
back upon. I am satisfied from the work 
Mr. Goddard is doing that Chillagoe will 
not a!wrtys bo showing a loss. The loss i~ 
infinitesimal when 'compared with the great 
benefit which has accrued. The actual loss. 
is £26,000. the interest on capital expenditure 
being £32,000, and if we close down wo· 
must shoulder that loss 

Mr. TAYLOR: Could you not sell the land 
for use in other ways? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::\'ES: You 
cannot sell the land at Chillagoe; there i& 
no timber there. I do not suppose thG 
country would carry a beast to 20 acre~. 
Comparing Chillagoe to-day with what 1t 
was five years ago after it was closed clown 
b'; private enterprise, we have kept gomg 
ai1proximately the ayerage number of 
employees-between 700 and 800-and there 
a re other people dependent on those em
ployees. After all, there is an obligation 
on the Govemment to feed people who 
cannot get work, and it is better to provide· 

work even at a little lo'·S than 
[12.30 p.m.] to create a whole army o~ un-

employed. J\1oreover, the rarlway 
revenue has increased to such an extent that 
the advantage to the Railway Department 
is greater than the loss in the Mines Depart
ment. In fact, if we considered all these· 
things together, wo would not show a loss
at all in view of the compensating advantage 
lwing- more than the £24,000 I have 
mentioned. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: What is the value of 
those reserves? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
have about 250,000 tons in one level o£ the 
Girofla mine. 

Mr. G. P. BAR~ES: vYhat is the value of 
the ore at grass? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR MINES: When 
I speak of ore re·,erves I mean ore that has 
l1een developed in the mine by the neceesary 
underground connections to enable it to bG 
rci,cd convenientlv and put into the smelters. 
We ncPd not c'!ose clown the Chillagoc 
smelters for the next two ''Cars even if we
depend only on our own ore reserves. Hon. 
members opposite should endcaYour to appre
ciate the fact that we have suffered from 
the denression in metal pricFB. Only a day 
or t~.\·c; ctftPr th0 EstiJnat<•;;-in-Cll1c'f of th · 
::\lines Department were discussed I read a 
report in tlw " Courier" to the effect that 
tho \Vallaroo and :\Ioonta copper mmos m 
South AmtraJia had lost £137,000. Although 
I appreciate the gentlemanlY way in which 
the leader of the Opposition handled tho 
subject. I cannot see that his arguments 
wore correct. Although he said that we wore 
nnt doing wrong to subsidise the Mount 
Mm·gan Compan:: to keep the mine .. tJ:ore 
going--or words to that effect-he cnhc1sed 
our action in regard to Chillagoe. If it is 
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right to subsidise Mount Morgan, one of 
the richest mines in the world, it is right 
to keep Chillagoe going even at a little J;>it 
of a loss. I hope that hon. members opposite 
will take a more optimistic view of their own 
State and not be so pessimistic regarding its 
great wealth. The policy of this Govern· 
ment is to "Produce, produce, produce." 

l\1r. CosTELLO: " Produce for use and not 
for profit l" (Opposition laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Useful 
metals arc required for our industrial enter
prises, and on the present metal prices we 
are producing between £800 and £1,000 
worth of copper per day, and I hope that 
the time is not far dista.nt when we shall 
be producing those metals for manufacture 
in our own country and not merely for sale 
over"'eas. 

Hoc-;. W. H. BARNES (TVynnum): We 
are all obliged to the Minister for furnish
ing us with the information he has given, 
but I am sure the leader of the Opposition 
was correct when he said the hon. gentleman 
was optimistic. I think some of the glasses 
in the Cha.mbcr must be out of order this 
morning. It reminds me of the man in 
charge of my egg department, who finds it 
necessary to wcrtr glasses. His trouble be
gan when he looked at the eggs, because then 
all the small eggs became big eggs. (Laugh
ter.) I am very much afraid that the glasses 
which the hon. gentleman woa.rs are the 
kind of glasses which my man has. (Re
newed laughter.) I quite agree with the hon. 
gentleman that we should do all we can to 
develop the mineral resources of the State. 
but let us look at Chillagoe for a moment. 
The Minister referred to the loss last year, 
but might I remind him that on the ve>ry 
pa,ge of the Auditor-General's report to 
which he referred the total loss i- given 
as £178,000? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR 3.1IXES: That is for 
three years. 

Ho:>. \Y. H. BARXES: Exactly. The point 
I want to make-and we in Queensland have 
to face it-is thi~: Can we everla"tingly go 
on with various undertakings which are 
showing losses? I take it that in this Com
mittee there are at least some bu ·iness men 
-vvho "", _•uld s,_tv that if it wen' -" bu:..;itws .. .; 
matter it could not p-o on. \Vlwrc ;, ~lw 
State going to drift if we continue along 
the line·- we arc following in St~tB enter
prises? How much mono)' has been lost at 
Chillagoe, not only by the Government but 
aleo by the company which previously owned 
it? Evidently, except in 1919-20, when thoro 
was a profit of a little over £1,000, there 
have bc~n lo~ses rig-ht along the lino. The 
IVIinistcr was complaining because the loader 
of the Opposition refct-red to ;\fount 11organ, 
but the hon. gentleman was verv unfair 
when he comprrred Mount Morgan with 
Chillagoo. The Mount Morgan Company 
has paid its way year in and year out till 
quite recently. 

Mr. Cor.r.I~S : It has paid £8,000,000 to its 
shareholders. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The pity is that 
\Ye havo not a number of COinpanil''~ \Yhich 
have paid £8,000.00~ to their shareholders. 
It would be a very good thing for the State. 
It was unfair for the hon. gentleman to 
compare the two places, because one has been 
a failure and the otlwr has not. \Vc can 
only hope that the anticipations of the Minis-

tor will be realised-because we all admit 
tha.t the success of an industry concerns the 
whole State-b':'t, alth~ugh I have had very 
little to do With mmmg, and the little I 
have had to do with it has made me want 
to have less, I know that miners are about 
the most optimistic people in the world, and 
tho hon. gentleman has a very difficult task 
before him. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): Hon. members 
6pposite have had a good deal to say at 
different times as to what private enterprise 
can do as against State enterprise. Private 
enterprise is responsible for a, good deal of 
the loss that has occurred at the Chillagoe 
State smelters. For the last ten or eleven 
years the Chillagoe Mines, Limited, has been 
engaged in trying to produce fuel for the 
Chillagoe smelters at Mount Mulligan, and 
g-ot the Government to put in a railway to 
help it. It has ma.de a complete mess of the 
whole concern and has had to admit failure, 
and the loss on one small mine at Mount 
Mulligan goes a good way towards equalling 
the loss which the Government have made 
on the Chillagoe undertaking. 

Not only ha.ve they made a complete failure 
of that, but they l:avo ruado such a, mess of 
the po.sition through their mismanagmnont 
anr] bungling of the business i.hat it will be 
scrrwtirno next ye:tr before the Government 
will be able to g-et their coko fuel to run 
these State Bmelters At present th0y are
not able to get an cunce of coke, owing to the
n•.jr:management of private enterpri~;o. In 
addition to that, they ha.-e spent thousande 
of pounds in putting down expensive 
rnuchincry and aJt,,ring the whole of tbe 
',"orkings down below, and now the manage
ment has to pull the whole lot out and 
\', •)rk the thing on a different basi' a.lto
gdhcr-all through the failure and mis
rrrai.!.rtgcJnent of ptiva to enterprise. Private 
enterprise has IJractically retarded the 
don-lopmont of th3 Chilla.goo State smeltere 
and ha1 been pracr,icallc- responsible for the 
loss on those smelter,,; becrmsc you have to 
talce into account ,,,hat it coots to 0btain 
tlH) fuel to-da', a,· C"nnparcd with_ w~1at 1vas 
P"itl to bring it from other parts of th< 
Sb1te and from othe States. Private entcr
pr'iS<' hung on to this one brig-ht spot, and 
often Btated what it wa- going to do, and 
now within the ID I' few months it has had 
1-o {K' handed ovm~ to the Government, and 
the Government i1ave to take ,-tops to remedy 
this ncismanagomcnt and failure in order to 
c 1rry on the work. 'I'he Auditor-GeiFcral, in 
his ronort in CO'l'Ioction with the Statn 
smeltei~S at Chilh;o~, says that a lar<.;o 
ammmt has boon spent in devolopmentrtl 
work and obtaining means whereby ihr.> ' .'e 
will b- obtained and pla.cod oil tne '"ar:rc;,_ 
Th,rt cost is spread over tho whole period' 
t!wt the State smc·ltor" have been there .. 
Most of the work ,,, as developmentn l work. 
\\ know that it is not wise to obiair, any· 
nH:tab unless t.hero i:: a payable rnarket for" 
thc'm, and the idea. all along- tho line in 

,, c,o(ablishing the smelters at Chillagoe wa9 In
keep ihc populatio'l in the ~ortb. I had 
the opportunity o£ Yisiting Chillag-oc a ftor 
pri,· ate enterprise had failed and the pia eo 
was closed down, o.nd I found that all the 
pcersons employed on tho w.holo of the work<" 
nurnh0red Dine. I wa.s tolcl Lhat provicus!y 
th0n were something' iko 1.000 men emplnyed' 
on the field. Thc,r0 was a large towmhip, 
wi1h eight or nine horels, and the whole place, 
went to rack and ruin through the £ail ure-

JYlr. Gledso11.] 



1936 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

of private enterprise to keep it going. Quite 
aparr horn the cart. the Go>-ornmcnt have 
s!artc·d those work· and kept t.he people 
omployed in the North. The Minister hrts 
very aptly pointed ont that we have a-Ctually 
no loss because we havo been able to keen 
the rnen in employrncnt instPad of hav-ing 
an army of men re~eiving relief from tho 
GoYcrnmont. The !:aihvays arn running, and 
the men on the railways are employed. 'The 
sloreh·cpcrs o.re still going, a.nd in all there 
mmt be 2,500 men employed indirectly 
!Ll"Clugh the State --mclters. Not only aro 
the rc.rn in the Chillagoc district em 1Jloycd, 
but it moans cn1.ployn1Pnt for all the cotwtry 
bcbYt:~n Chillagoo and c_ irns. 'Jlhen WO have 
tn take into consici ·ration the famili~:_•;:; of 
tltose men. These things have to be. looked 
into in a broad \va.v. Tho Government aro 
doing the right thing in keeping Chillagoc 
going eYon if there' is a srr:tall loss, _as it is 
~oiniT to be the means ol developmg the 
~liiH~al resources of the North and enabling 
us to take advantage o-£ the ma,rkcts whon 
thcv Etre available) thus recovering frmn th0 
pn}~c-nt loss. rrhe Ct.r~iion of the Govcrnrnent 
vvill keep an army o~ 1nen and \YOlllOn in ~he 
l'\orih for the dev.eJOpment and protcclwn 
of that part of our State. 

Mr. i\100RE (A ubign:11): I was rathe:: 
ir.ll'l't'cted with th.J ''pec·ch of the l\lm,ter, 
in \Ybich he drew r_uch an attractive pi{'turc 
that it. was like reacling the "Arabian 
Nights." He &poke' about thr, amount of 
"":'Hh that was nn-lerncath the grounu, and 
the ollh trouble "'ems to lx the ,., 't of 
gctti:ng 'it up) and ln_' fJUi for~~vard the propo
siti0n that it did not matter whctlwr tho 
cost was more than the mctrtl was worth. 
-:o.J long as \t·o kept 111en employed. 

i\1r. FoLEY: The cost ha.s been in dovelop
rn(·nt al "\vork. 

i\Ir. -:\fOORE: When >OU get past the 
flcvdorJmcntal stage) it do~cs 11ot n1attt.:•r hovv 
nalC'h rnctal is recovered, it i5 useless to go 
en \\"ith it unless it C>ln be obtaineri prufit
ablv. The Ministot never attcmptet.l to prove 
that it could be obtained profitablv. 1-h; 
argumc•nt seemed t0 be that the cost did not 
n; n ttc~r, so long as ihere \vas a laFgo nurnbcr 
of men in the Norih and the rarlways were 
kept going. 

Mr. FOLEY: He -did nm; sa,l that. 

lVir. MOORE: He is one of thel most 
optimistic J\1inisters we have ever had. 

The SECRETARY tOR 11nms: There' arc 
lwndils to compensate; for the loss. 

J\1:-. MOORE: Are wo going to carry on 
StJte ontcrprisc,,: on a s:v,~tcm ofcompe!lSllting 
bcnPfits for" the ioo'' to the Sr.atc so as tn 
kl'cp a number of uen employed? It r0mmd' 
me of a.n illnstratr•m placed before me t\vo 
or three 'cars ago, when on~ of tl1c 1ncn 
V. cJl·king on the 'aiJways adrmtted that the 
raiiwtP s at that timo were consulerably 
ovc"·stt;ffed, but he considered it was far 
bc•ttor to keep men employed on the railwa0 s 
than have them obbining relief. lf we ore 
r;cing to run our ~taio enterprises on the 
basls of moroly kee~)ing a certain nurnbcr 
of men employed in a certain districl, ~·athcr 
thnn put them out of work, WG are gomg· to 
lnnd this State in serious financial difficulties. 
There is no po"sibiliiy of getting thi., enor
mous wealth to the top unle'' by some such 
method as AladdiE's lamp. The Mmreter 
clrew pictures of iJCtmtiful caves full of rro!cl 
atid silver undernB:1th the ground, anrl sa1d 
that it did not rc·1lly matter what it cosc to 

[Mr. Glcdson. 

gPt tbo metals to the top, so long as it kept 
men employed in :1 certain district. It is 
time that that sort of thing was stopped, 
and sr,me benefit accrned to the State. It 
woulcl be bott'"' to do that rather thrtn keep 
ntPn err1ploycd in an industry '''hero tho cost 
of production, exceeds the ya]uc of the 
'"'!icle produced. 'l'he Minister did not give 
any information to show that the price of 
metals was likely to increase to such an 
extent in the future that it would be profit
able to go on with this work at the present 
lime. If he did that, there would be some
thing in it. The -:\1iuist"cr hoped that at 
some future date lllt tal prices would gu up. 

'l'ho SECRETARY li"OR 1\-llmcS: Do you advo
cate that a farmct' should leave his land 
bu~.luf:.8 he has ont~ year of depression 1 I-Ie 
has to stick to it. 

:Mr. MOORE: l do not adn1cate tho..t. If 
a fn l'JY:cr hms a year of ~1epre::. .ion, ho has to 
liYe on loss and has to be content with a 
lP!<;or 1·eturn, but be is not allowed to pile 
Hi1 a load of dob~ c1uring that pcrioJ. If 
he wNe able to e;•?t the same rate of wages 
in a bad season as in a good season, and 
trusted to luck whe1her he would get his 
mon•cy back agaill. farms would he in tho 
saP..w positon a-, E"Lany of th(~ State cntcr
J'l'i3E•>. vre a,re '"ked to subscribe to the 
propo~ition of ku.~piHg an industry going, 
irrc ::;poctive of whoth8r it i8 payable or not: 
rne:ttJly to keep a utunber of rnen en1pluYod 
in a certain district. If we are goin~; to 
ccn!inue that, thPn unfortunately \\"O shall 
g0t t.ho State into such difficulties that we 
,hall not be able to cany on. 

Mr. POLLOCK 1 Orcgory) : I take it that 
'v (~ aro di ,cussing the source from which tho 
on;cltPrs obta.in their ore. Very short!:. the 
new silver-lead field will be supplying ore 
tu th, State smeltl'l"'S at Chillo.goe. 'l'o-day 
in 1\orth Quecnslan:~ thoro is an inHux: of 
c JlYliHLny promoters and other sharks on the 
new field outside Duchr-ss that woald do 
credit to auy new oilflolci in Arnoric-1. 

Mr. MooRE: \Yhcre did those sharks who 
\Yould do credit to America get their experi
ence'! 

Mr. POLLOCK: I said that they would 
do credit to A1nerica, because "\vhen new
oilfields aro di•covered there they live on 
the earnings of others. The field that has 
boon opened near Duche~s giyos every pro
mise of ~Jcjng a big one. If it doc'3 any~ 
thing like \Yhat people imagine it \vill do, 
it oug·ht to enable Queensland to wc~ther a, 
drought. If it does, it will not be the first 
i inw that 1nini11g has comC' to the ..1 id of 
Quecnelancl wlwn tinws were had. It will 
he re<nembcrcd that, when boom times were 
on on the oldficlds in \Vcstern Atntralia, 
·:t did not ~'natter verv rnnch whether the 
cattle ar sheep men 'or orchardists were 
doing well. Sir.c" the decline of tho gold
fields IY e, tern ._\.ustralia is practically a, no
man's-land with the exception of those dis
trich 1vhcro fruit farming is 0ngagcd in. 
Queensland could do with the discovery of a 
good 111ining field to-day, and there is every 
indication that such fields have been dis
covered in the Chillagoe and Dtwhes,- dis
tricts. I an1 not sure, and I an1 convinced 
that the Government are not sure, that thE.'> 
policy of granting 10-acrc leases on the 
Duchess field is a very good one. From 
what I understand ever:' advantage is being 
taken of the find hy men who arc bona fide 
prospectors to evade the Act for the purpose 
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of acquiring some of the land for people 
cd1o are not entitled to it and who will 
not v:ork it. The sooner son1c repr('scnta
tiYc of the GoYermnent ,·isits the lidd th<:> 
better it ·will lJU for all concerned. I suggest 
to the Minister that lu should visit the 
field immediatclv the House risPs. I v·ould 
like to ~cc the J;H1ll 1-~"ho could \York out an 
or.chnnry rniuing clairn in n lifetin1o on a 
sih-or-lcac1 ~how. A mining clai1n i- 300 
feet by 200 feet. The policy of granting 
leases insteE~d of n1i11ing cJairns is not a good 
unr.! in the jllt ere As of tho.sc prospector·::; and 
gougc~rs who ha vc starvPJ OH the off-chaHC8 
of findinQ.· 5DlllOthing pa> aLl". ThP~e 111"n 
in the Duches. district hcne for four or 
five "'·car::' been in 1nany ra.·Ps living on 
kangaroo at times. Thoro are scores of pros
neC'tors in that district ·who 11uxc starved 
;nd blazcrl the _,·av. \Yhen this chow vvae 
iound the very flr",t men to take up the 
10-acr.~ lcuse~ where thr bu::;ine~s 1nr.n1 of 
Cloncurry and the adjacent to\Yns, '' ho ha cl. 
noYcr gone outside the shadP of their veran
dahs to prol,poct tho field. The trouble with 
a new field is that the men who get out to it 
first and peg out a 10-acre lease arc thD 
Inon 1vho fleeurc tho ground. The pro:~p0ctor_, 
who arc out in the conntrv with onlv ~ 
couple of poor. brokcu·do,\·n horses "arc 
usuallv srn;cc'zcd out. For that rt'R;on 
GovC'r~nmc:nt ought to be oppo:3:.. ::1 to 
ftrantin::r of 1ea:-)CS on that fir1d. T'ie ]p·l cs 
that ha~·C' been pt'?,"g·cd out hl YC' l•t 'lJ .~.·cn;~~_~d 
bv f'torel;:r•c;n('rs. who havP C:~·n ah1c lr.' then· 
o\vn nlotor.-r;c·:~. 0r hY hiri·1~ a 111'-;~nr-un 
to gd to the field and peg it ont. That is 
not fair, Lccausc tho··e men will n0t leave 
tbeir h1Jsine"-- ~ to \vork thC' ~bow. "·hi.lc the 
n1Pn who lwYc br0n pl·ospPci in~: ''"ill ~tftrve: 
as the~~ appPar too 1ate on 1hr ~n(·. Ln]e·=-, 
the Go,-c_ nment rreon~idor t}H'ir dori :~1<Jl1, 
the Gelrl \'·ill pac· into tho hands of lJic;
conlpanic--~. If thf' cl aim :"_vsh.,nt i~ a~optcu. 
there is re tson to belieYe that ten tim s 
the nurnl.:(.,r of men, aR com1H1r0tl "·ith the 
lease svstelll, ,,iJl sell out th,Pir intere·ls to 
the big COll1:)nnics. ).-lol'P niDlie'' \Yill go 
~round amongsl: the p1·o·.prrtor:-:; bnt. as I 
said. the field will cYcntually pa ;s into the 
ha11ds of thr lJig ron1panlP~. :.::; f1c~· y;i11 'Jc 
able to ktndle it more 0conomicallv. The 
Government ha yo cvorythin<J," to iain by 
aesisting the JFOS)Wdor. The prosp0ctors 
in HlY electorate-.. have rPr0iYcd .a YCrY fair 
deal in the matter of assistance. and j hope 
that the iuno will come whrn that deal will 
be extended a little farthc1·. The ::Yiinister 
or hi~ l.'"nfier Serrctary or representatiYo 
should yisil the field at the earlies: pc· siblo 
moment an cl sec that the rnPn v; ho blazed the 
trail get a fair deal. 

Question put ctnd passed. 

c\PPHIRE TR\DI;;;G FUND. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC.TLTCR!<: 
(Hon. IY. X Gillies, Eacham) : I be~ to 
:nove-

"That £20,000 .he granted for ' Sap
phire Tt adiug Fund.' " 

HoN. W. H. BARXES (TT"!I''''"m'): 
would like the ::Y1inister to tell us the 
reason for increasing the vote from £3,500 
in 1922-23 to £20,000 in 1923-24, and as to 
how much money was spent in 1922-23. 

:Mr. FoLEY: You can g-et that information 
from the report of the Auditor-General. 

1923-6 0 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: This i" the place 
to get ihe information. Is £20.000 likely 
to be sufficient for the requirements this 
yeax? I >Yould also like to know whcthPr 
the hon. g-entleman thinks he will be able 
succcS<O!ully to clca·l with the Sllpphircs. Ttw 
public "nd ruiners are intere'"ited in this 
:natter as "'sell as this Conunittrc. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\1INES' (Hon. 
A. J. J one-, l'addinqton): The hon, member 
for \Y ynnum asked the reason for the 
incrcv.sccl yote thi , year. It \Yill be observed 

that £·3,5CO vvas appropriated 
[2 p.m.] la"t y0ar, and that this year we 

reqmre £20,000. The reason is 
that the sapphire trading schorno \vas inau~ 
guratcd during the la~t financial year, and 
dw £3,500 "a • not spread over a whole year. 
\Vo a11ticipate that £20.000 will be adequate 
to con;r the gPln production this year. 

The first scheme adopted by the Govern
ment was a scheme of relief during a period 
of deprc~,:.ion, and we a{h·anccJ ccrtajn su1ns 
weekly to the prodt!C"l'S of sapphires. Now 
\VO ha\·e ~·yo]vc~J. a greater --chemc, and are 
taking the ·whole prr.:duction of bluo ~ap
plliro;) fiOnl tlw field and n1arkoting the goms 
over·.eas our''lOlYe::~. 1\ir. Knovdcs has been 
appointed for this purpoec, and he has now 
arriYed in London, llo will take over the 
,.ccumulatcd sapphire cud market thorn. \Vc 
have about £30,0CO worth of thew gems 
OVCL,PUS. 

. Mr. KERR : How many years' accumula
twn does that represent? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI;\JES: "\bout 
ono ::car's accumulation. Although we ask 
for tlw sum of £20.000. we do not anticipate 
that that will be the .-aln'c of the sapphires 
produced during the y{''ll'. Anyho\v, we are 
hoping·. in the interests of the miner:c, that 
a greatc•l' sun1 of 1nonc .. - will be received than 
i.s being' arh·ancctl. \\" c ha vc had an offer 
for thc;sr, gems, but v·e declined th0 offer 
bc~canso \VP thought it \Yas r;ot high enough. 
l.~nd{'r the pr0~0nt schrrnc we arc allowing 
for I he actual out-of-pocket expenses of the 
Depcutment of ::\1ines and the actual cost of 
mining. It ]., my desire to market thP sap
phire; oyrrscas .;nd charge the miners only 
with tho actual cost of marketing. I believe 
that :VIr. Knowles has a good kGO\Yledge, not 
only of the fiPlds and of the sapphire's. but 
of the gem indmtn generally. A valuable 
trade can be established, and wo desire to 
etabilise the indusl-rv. It must be remem
bered that under the competitive system 
about £46,000 worth of npphircs were 
ma.rkcted in one sra~on. It must also be 
remc,mbt'rod that the c;apphirc is not alto
gether n. gem that !s used for ornnm0ntal 
rmrposcs, ~uch as n1aking tie-pins and rings. 
I do not think sapphires have much value 
for those purposes. 

For industrial purpoocs tlw sappbir0 is a 
ver:v Yaluable gem. and it is used in the 
manufacture of vcatrh"s, gran1ophoncs. and 
for other purposes. Tho difficult> .,, ill be in 
marketing tho ~ems beo·mce al read" there 
is on the n1arkct a ~ynth0tic getu which is as 
brilliant as tho true sapphir •, and for orn:>· 
mental purposes j.;: just as good ns th(-. trno 
sannhire. However, I "nticipate that .£20.000 
will be adequate for the year, and v;e antici
pate that in the spending of that money we 
shall get a good advance on the prices pre
v1ouslv naid to the miner. Our desire as a 
Goyormnent is to give t,, I he pro due·. n the 
full value of the sapphires they are market
ing. In order to bring- that about to the 

Hon. A.. J. Jones.] 
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fullr·~t extent a lapidary would need to be 
established b:; tho GoYcrnmont, be<"lUSe the 
true value of a g 'm is not known until it is 
cut, r.'ipcciall~ a gem used for ornrunental 
purposes. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzrop): I would like to 
know from the Minister whether any attempt 
is bt'ing made in the disposal of gems from 
S•lpphiro fi·elds to exploit markets other than 
the European or the English 1narket. It 
appears to me that o'' ing to the position 
Europe is in ut present the\ arc not likely 
to buy our gems. Thoro are tll'o or thrc• 
nations ready to fly at each other's throats 
and those who arc not fit to f!\ at each 
other's throats would be more likelY to bny 
pot a toe_. than gems, and I do not think 
" John Dull" is like1y to patronise us '"- ry 
much, because he has to pay off "L'ncle 
Sam" the money he borrowed from him to 
}la~~ for the V\ clr supplic,::; h..: got. and as 
America is the home of niil:ionaircs
a tremendous lot of n1illionaires \VCl'O 

en ated there during the la.;t war~and 
they hav,, nearly ail the English gold, 
I would mgge "t that Mr. Knowlos should be 
.sent over to A1nerira to s_•e if ho can sell our 
sapnhires there. The Government are justified 
in attempting to rsta blish a market for our 
~em-~. but I do not think we aro proceeding on 
sound lines in trying to sell our beautiful 
sapphires to the people of Europe, and I am 
>atisficd that "John Bull" will not have 
much inclination to dabble in gems until he 
has paid off " Unclo Sam." and I therefore 
suggest that this agent should go and see 
'' Uncle Sam." Some of these millionaires 
in America may take a fad into their heads 
to d(corate their P."jamas '' ith s tpphiro 
buttons, and then the whole question \vill be 
sohT{)d. 

The SECRETARY FOR MDIES: You don't have 
buttons on pyjamas. (Laughter.) 

:l\Ir. IL\RTLEY: I do not know what the 
::\1inistor has, but, if thoro Wf'l'O no buttons 
on my pyjamas th~re would bo trouble. 
(Rcnc,vod laughter.) 

Th" SECRETARY FOR ::\U:\'ES (Hon. 
A. J. Jonrs, l'addcnuton): In repl:.- to tho 
hon. n1crnbcr for Fitzrov I \Yish to sa•,T that 
\Ve arc trving to e•.tablish a market in 
America, and when ::\Ir. Knmdcs has com
pleted his work in Europe he ·rill go on to 
America. \Ve already hrwo placed a qnan
tit:; of sapphir·cs of different standnrds with 
reputable firms in America. \Yo have sold 
~on1e at reasonable priceco, and "\VC arc trying 
to •·•labli,.h market there >Yith reputable 
fn·ms. The diflicultY in America is that a 
duty of 10 p·r rent. is imposed, ,vhich is 
rather a he a':. duty on our valuable gems. 

1\Ir. FOLEY (J;eich!umlt): The ::\Iinistcr 
pointed out that Pndc~avours arc being rnado 
in America to find a markc1: for Queensland 
sapphires. Thoro is a groat quantit:; of 
Queensland sa11phires already marketed in 
America and purchased by 111e gem merchants 
of An1crica in Paris frorn firms \Yhich have 
connections with agonb on the Continent. 
Then, again) \YC have eYldcnce: of a nun1bcr 
of agents '-' bo ha vo in the past purchased 
sapphire'l from the miw•rs in a small way, 
and made periodical trip3 to America and 
marketed the .. apphircs thPy have purchased 
to connections the.v have built up. There i.,; 
n good deal in 'vhat tho hon. member for 
Fitzrov sa;;s, and an endP'1Yonr should bo 
mado to e,;ploit tho markets in some of the 
richer countries of the world in preference 
to Europe. I nnder,iand that ::Yir. Knmvles, 

i'Hon. A. J. Joncs. 

who has a good grip of the position, intends. 
tu cxr1loit the London n1arkct for a start, 
and later on, Paris. Paris, it is \vell knov\-"Il,. 
practic.dly has takf·n rontrol of the gem
cutting industry, which wa;.:. previously under 
the control of tho German gem merchants 
and lapidaries. They had fl'·actic,dly the 
control of the whole of the sapphires pro
duced at Anakie in the past. Af:; a matter of 
fact, the town of ldar, in (~cnnany, has been 
built up during the past twenty years from 
a stnall village, where ll~rsons used to come 
and polish sapphires handed out to them 
in tho winter 1nonths, into one of the largest 
gem-cutting town~ in (i,,nnnn:,·. Tho indus
try, of course, has slun1ped o"'\ving to tho 
dislocation caused by the \Yar. 

\Vo aho haYO another valuable market for 
a certain quality of sapphires produced on 
the gem fidds~that is what are known as 
Roconds. Frorr1 ever:" pared of gen1s pur
chased as first-claP."J blue~.;, onlJ a percenta.ge 
of those sapphires whc11 they arc cut and 
poli:ched can bo cold in the r•,tail trade as 
gems. The bulk of them~somewherc in the 
vicinih of thirtv car a t·~are classed in the 
gem tJ~ade as seconds after the.~ are cut and 
polished. It has been the custom to market 
those seconds in sorne of the Balkan States, 
and also in Russia, where a great quantity 
wero used by the people fo1· ornamental 
purposes, and for the adornment of the 
ikons in their churclwf,, and also in connec
tion with all kinds of ornament,, such a~ 
cigarette cases. Since the war that market 
has boon closed to us, but I under•tand from 
what I have read that thoro is a tendenc1· 
for the 1narkct in R ussia-which 1vas ono o~f 
the bHt markets for that class of stone~to 
irnprovc in the very near future. ..L'tlthDugh 
wu are not taking much of this class of stone 
from the miner-what are knoivn as seconds. 
on tho field~yet there is a chance of things 
i1nproving in the vcrv near future. Czecho
Slovakia -is another State which also handle& 
a lot of the sa pp hire· produced on the 
Anakio field~cntting and polishing thorn and 
Inarketing them in An1erica, .Paris, and 
London. J\Ir. Knowles, with "·ham I had a 
conversation, intends to get into direct touch 
with the lapidaries in Paris, Czecho-Slovakia, 
and wherever there is an,v busincs1 doing .. 
By that method \vc hone to get the irue 
economic value of the saJ;phircs that are pro
duced in Queensland. In the past th" gem 
mNchants hav'" had control of the sanphire 
industr:"· at ~\nakio through their ag:cnt, on 
tho f1eld who, to the number of about twenty, 
\vere occasionally rccniving J;;rants frorr1 their 
firms and purchasing sapphues. 

Those merchants have sold in turn to small 
merchants, who in turn ·ell to other merchants 
and dealers. with tho result that, when the 
sapphires reach the lapidary~the man who 
really cub and polishes the stones and dis
pr '.os o£ them~ho has to pay an exorbitant 
price, and the price obtained by the miner is 
sn1all jn con1parison. \Yith the actual economic 
value of the otones. 

\Ve are reallv trying to create an organi
'ation for dealing with these goms, and I 
would like to tell tho Committee that I do 
no1 i hink it is going to be an 0asy task for 
Mr. Knowleo. He will naturally meet with 
a good deal of opposition from the gem mer
chant' alrcaclv established in tho trade, who 
will trv all ldncl' of methods to defeat him, 
indudi'ng, perhaps, boycotts; neverthele" the 
small CJuantity of stones which he has for 
sale is infinitesimal in comparison with the 
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total quantity Rold. I have met men who 
have been making periodical trips to 
America. and from the information given by 
them tbe Minister and I find that they have 
received better price, fur the lower grades 
of stone which are used for industrial pur· 
poses than for the actual gem stones, for the 
reason that thp-·\T \V ill stand an enorn1ous 
pr0~:::>urc-a grca'ter pressure than synthetic 
stones. It can he n adily understood that 
\vbere a n1nnufacturing firn1 is drr:nving 20 or 
30 mile-, of copper or ol her wire, the steel 
or othec tempered metal through which it 
may be drawn will suffer a certain amount 
of wear and tear, hut by using the sapphire 
they can go on indefinitely with the wire
drawing, and the gauge will be exactly the 
'ame at the termination of the length as at 
thL beginning. For that reason. \vhcn the 
nwrkct is properly organised1 \YC can expect 
to got much better pnees for the industrial 
classes of stone than iu tho past. Hitherto 
the n1incr has been receiving practically a 
n1cre song for that clas.s of stone. 

Tben wo have what is known as the corun
dun1, v:hich is practically the ,ame elmnent, 
although not in a cry,tal form. It is non
transparent, and it serves the purpose of 
mixing ,,-ith different base•; fur the cutting, 
polishing, and grinding of implmncnt~. 

I ha' e no doubt that we shall recoup our· 
selves for the azh·ancc of the money already 
n~adf'. As a matter of fact, ono firm vdth 
whom \\'C end<'Jvourod to do businc5' offered 
to take the whole of the stones from the 
Govcrnillent at a price ·which can1o 1.vithin a 
few pounds of the amount adyanced. The 
reason vi·hy it offen::d a price son1cn·here in 
the vicinitv of the amount advCLnccd is that 
it ha' an agent on the field who could form 
a fair idea of the aYerage price the Govern· 
n1ent wero pa:.-ing to tho miner and could 
then got into touch with his fum, who would 
quote a price accordingly. It is well known 
that these merchants sell to prominent firnB 
in Europ0 and .. :-\..mcrica, and surely ~lr. 
Kno\YI< s should have no trouble in realising 
at least as much as this firn1 has offered, 
with the pos•,ibility of buildinv up an organi
,;uicn "·hicl1 ,,-ill giYo to the miners a greater 
price than they have received in tho past. 
(Hear. hear!) 

The actual br•ncfil that \\ill result to the 
sapphire fields will hu that where tlwy have 
to 'work fair1:.- high-gra.de wush-\vJ1ich. i:J 
YOrY scarce on th(~ leads ihcv u re \vorlung 
at ilrc··,cnt~oneo thc,y recciYt> ~ n better price 
for their article thcv will be able to wo k 
much of the lo>;pr-gr'Udc wa~h, ·,\·hich is quite 
plentiful on tho fields. 

Quc,,tiDn put and passcJ. 

tiTA1'E ARSENIC WORKS (JIBBIXB.\R). 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLTUim 
(Hon. IV. ~- Uillic's, f:aclw m): I beg to 
n~ovc-

"That £15.000 he /Zrantor! for ' Stat0 
Arsenic Works (Jibbinbar).' " 

Qnestion rnt and pnsscJ. 

SI'AL~ B.\TI'LRY A:\Tl TREAT)JT\I \YORE:.;, 
IR \-JXEDA:\IC 

The SECRETARY FOR AC'UC1:~LTl;RJ;; 
(Hon. \·\~. N. Gillics, l:ac!JUI!i): I be~ to 
move-

" That £4.500 be grant•,d for ' State 
TiattPr:v and 'Ircatrncnt \'-~arks, Irvine-
bank.'" 

Que5tion put and passed. 

STATE OOADHXES. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. IV. X. Gillics, Haclwm): I beg to 
move-

" That £105,0CO be granted for ' State 
Coa1rniues.' " 

::\Ir. MOORE (illtl,iun!f): I would like 
sorrw inforrnation on this \01T The Auditor
C~eneral in his report on the Department of 
:r-dinc,,~ says--

" The accoant:3 in connection \Yith the 
fo1lo ,, ing nnd0rit'L tine;.:; under the r•m
tro! of this deprtrltl<l'ltl-' 

St.l te coalmir:e. Bo ,, c·n ; 
State coahninu, B-ara.laba; 
State coalmim·, Styx :\o. 2: 
State coalrrunl', 8tyx !\o. 3; 
~.tate arsenic nJinc. Jibbinbar: 
~tate f:ton:. Jibbinbar; 

were noi finalised at dato of tbi~ report, 
and therefore arc 1:ot available for 
publication.'' 

2:Jr. TAYLOR: That has been explained. 

Mt. :VlOORE: I did not know thr1t. There 
is a big increase in this Yotc, and I canuot 
sc0 vvhat it is for. l suprw.se the coahnincs 
arc \Vorkiug, but coal i:-J not a. cornmodity 
that can be kept or ,._,pnt ovcrsea,::; for ,.;;ale. 
b it not <JlJ as it is produced, so as to 
keep the mine going? Is this amount from 
Trust Fund~ for furthc·r den:Joprneutal work? 
I understand that th0 Ininc:::; haYe gone pa,.t 
the dcvelopmcutal stag(~ a:r;.d ha'.'c rc•ached 
the producing ,,tagc. 1 can CJL!ite umlcrstrrnd 
'l'rnst Funds bei!lg expended for den·lcp
meHtal purposes, with the iJc rr of •,:ctting 
that cost aftor,yard.s \Vhen the 111inc is 
actually producing. but I cannot understand 
v, hy such a largo amount of Trust Funds 
ehould be· expended on coalmines when the~ 
have reachcJ their 11roducing stage. 

:\lr. HARTLEY (Fitcro.11): Like the: hem .. 
mf'rnbcr for Aubigny, I desire some infor
mation on thi;; vote. 1 \Vould like son1e 
detailed information as to bow this £105.000 
is to bo allocated, n1orc varticularly \vith 
respect to Ba1ealaba and Styx RiYer. I 
understand that the State coalrnino a,t Bow en 
has gone beyond the de velopnwdal stage 
and has reached tllP producing stage. That 
i:1 not the !';Uf'O at thp Stvx Hivcr; ancl 
whether it is justified or n~ot, thcro i~ an 
impression iu m 0· district-! mLbt admit that 
nntil I ilc 'rd thf) l\iini~tcr sp(·aking on the 
}line-; Estimates the oHwr night, l 1:;-as 
rather inclined to favour tht' impression that 
y, GS going round-that the Covernrncnt \YOre 
a little bit shy abom goi"~ nhcad with the 
St\'X River field. I do J'ot lctww that. there 
sh;mld be rw:; grotmd fm- beoitation wlH'n 
the Go,-crnn10nt haYe pro3pcctPd a. fiel·d 
thoroughly and tt.'tcc! it tbnronghl:.'. as they 
lmve dono with the Stvx River fic,lcl. Th,,v 
have a pretty good ido~ of tlw e-dent of th'C 
coal mc'!suros and the depth they ha,,c to 
go for thon1. \Vt:! have not seen up to the 
present anything in proporTion to \Yhrtt has 
LH'f'n speHt at l3o\\en. Th,, quality of the 
r:oal at Stvx River is cqw·,j to the Bmvcn 
coal. I would like to kllow whcthc'r it is 
the intention of the GoYcrnrnrJJt to erect 
coke oYens at the St>·x Hive1·. Coal i~ pro
duced at the Shx Rivet· oqnal to an; thing- in 
Queonsl>tnd. It is a hi,;h·c]Ua]it,- gas coal. 
I would also like to kno·; whetber the Mines 
Department contemplate ercd ing fr1cilities 
for the export of coal, or whc•thet· the'' are 
prepared to join with the Rockhampton 

.Mr. IIartley.1 
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Harbour Board in erecting coal facilities at 
Broadmount. I am particularly interested 
as to \Yhat stage of development has been 
rr-achecl at the Shx River. I know that a 
numlwr of shafts lictvc ueen sunk, but I want 
to know whether the big· development shaft 
i' going do\\ n with all the celerity with 
which it can be sunk. 

l'vlr. COLLIKS (Bowcn): Like the hon. 
members for Aubign0 and Fitzroy, I would 
like tho Minister to give the Committee some 
information on this vote. It is more than 
lik ·ly that in the ver,\ near fLtiure, owing 
to the recent developments in the Cloncurry 
dic:tricl, coke "·ill be required for the smelt
ing of the silver-lead ores. I have neon 
reading in the ne\\spapers, that it is a 
fairly large field. In that case a large 
quantity of coke will be required for smelting 
the ore. Do the Gov Tnment propose under 
this vote to spend any money in the erection 
of coke ovens at the Bow on coalfield? The 
State should be in a position, if the occasion 
arisu, to supply thG Gloncurr:, mines with 
coke as well as coal. \Vhen the Cloncurry 
rnines were \Yorking son1o years ago all tho 
coke required "~as in1portcd fron1 Southern 
Qm,cnslancl or ::\cw South \Vales. The 
:\Iinistcr stated the other night that a con
siderable saYing could be eliccted in srnelting 
cost. be ,~cLtriug coke from the Bowen State 
coalmine. Although the full details of the 
transrrction for the past year \\Tcre not av-ail
able for inclusion in the re'1ort of the Auditor
GenPral, it was stated that the profit on the 
'' orkin;:r of the B(xwcn eoalrnin • for the past 
financial vcar was £5,369. That is ,·er' 
satisfactor\·. I would like to know whether· 
that is the profit after allowing for interc it 
and n'clemption on the £70,0uJ that was spent 
in its deLlopment. 

Mr. GLEDSON (I1~swirh): This vote is 
for th ·wol'l;:ing of the Stato coahuirH'''i, and 
not for their dcYelopmcnt. I do not want to 
talk about the fnrther development of these 
eoalmincs. but about the development of the 
markets to consume tho coal that is at present 
bei up: produced. lt is not good busiuess for 
the State to open up a rnipc, de,·olop it, 
and produce coal if the coal is going to 
remain at tho n1inc and practically no work 
be found for i ho men to do. 

c\lr. HARTLCY: It would b,' rather awb,·ard 
for the priv atl'ly-ownecl mines at Ipswich, 
wouldn't it? 

Mr. GLBDSON: I do not know what the 
hon. member for Fitzroy is talking about. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTOKE: He is an expert. 

l\lr. GLEDSOK: The coalmines of Ipswich 
do not supply North Queensland or Contra! 
Quo< nsland with coal. 

:Ylr. HARTLEY : TheY used to do so. 

l\1r. GLBDSO:\: If the hon. member 
knmvs anything· about it, he knows they do 
not sur,ply cnal to those districts, and the 
Ipswich mines therefore do not come into the 
matter at all. \Vhat I do know is that the 
men at Bowen arc not able to g-ot work 
brcausc more cr>al is being produced than 
there is a market for. 

[2.30 p.m.] 

:vir. KERR: \Vhat about coke ovens there? 

l\lr. GLEDSO~: What is the use of hav-
irlg coke ovens if you have no market? 

Mr. KEB.R: \Vhere does the coke for 
North Qneensland come from? 

iil£"'. Hartlcy. 

Mr. FoLEY: From New South Wales. 

C\1r. KERP. : Yes, and our coke ovens are 
lying idle. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The position ic that at 
present Chillag·oe would be getting coke 
from Mount :Ylulligan if we were able to 
supply thorn, but at present l\lount l\Iulligan 
is not .able to do so. 

Mr. H,1R1LEY: \Vhv not get it from 
P:;,ven or the Styx Ri\·er 't 

:11r. GLEDSO:\: It is all yory well to 
~ay that, but the Governrncut woufd be YPry 
foolish to put do\vn a ba ttcry of coke oven~ 
for the pnrpose of supplying coke to Chilla
goc just be ~n use the l\Iount :Yiulligan 111ine 
i-~ out of ecnunis.;;;;ion. If there i< no n1arket 
for that coke \\'hen the ovens art) put down, 
'':hat is the use of spending £C:J.OOO or 
£60.000 on the venture? 

:\fr. PETERSOX: l\lount 1lorgan COTISLU11CS 
a large h~nount o£ coke. 

l\Ir. GLEDSOK: Since the Bar:daba mine 
,~, uted :'.Iount :\lorg·an has used a lot of 
r·oal. T'his has ]H'flchcally L'llt out thH 
I ps1.vich supply. The -:.\1 \i'dilt 1Ior~a~l 1n1nc 

ll'<'d to take from 18 000 to 20,0:JO tons 
r1JllllH!.ll\· from tl1'"' ·· '1'ivo1i ''!)line·. bnt 6ince 
lhra!al;a started thcv have Htbsiitut:_,d coal. 
nnd that coal is nrting in the sa1ne c 1pacil/ 

coke did r)reviou~:l~. 

:\h. PET'CP~OC'i: \Youlc1 that !COt im"h- tl1at 
\..'rtl woul(l be nscd to a ~J'f .tcr cxt~~lt :· 

}h·. GLEDSO:\: It •nmlcl tkpcnd on the 
rpudity ol tho coaL 1h (vlm.un J\:lorgan. 
r·okc "\Ya:-J u~c'd in the fl.uxing of li.nestone 
nnd f0r otlwr purposes. Bara1aba coal. is 
nO\Y nscd for tho-se PUl'llO,·\~S. The CJUCStlo!l 
of th,, Shx Hiver is another maiter that 
,honld be, g·one iuto. and 1 chould like the 
l\Jini~tr1· i~) go into it carefully in the 
cn.dPaYotu to find n n1n.rkct for St\x Ri-~-er 
roal. I -can sec that in the ncflr future 
t!w .~haft will be tlrJWil and coal \Yill be pro
duced. but th0re ,.-ill b" no I'·lnrkct for it. 
\Ye an~ producing far m

1
orc cnal in. Quc<~ns

land tJ1au we <an finn consumption l.Or. 
I make the plea that the Government d1ould 
c!o something to as.sist the rollier,Y propn
(•tors 1n Queensland, with tbemsch~c0, to 
fulCl ovcrsea;) .!.narket~ t-o ta1({~ onr surplus 
nroduction of coal and so enable onr Queens, 
iand rnines to keep going. Instead of \York· 
ing tlnce d·>ys a. week as they have been 
cloing-not only 111 the pnvate but 111 the 
State mines-thf'v would be able to \mrk 
ihe or six days and produce the coal prol!t
abl). 

Mr. COLLE\S (Bozccn): I do not want 
the imrHc~.:ion tu go .abroad, b;l rc'a~on of 
the ron:arks made bv the hon. member f<Jf 
Ipo•viclL. that at the 'Bowen State coal mim, 
the men have been out of work. I understand 
that it is onh- within the la.,t momh ihat 
ihey ha' e been pLlt on short time. LJl till 
then thev wore~ on full hme and I thmk 
thev \Vere the on!;. coal miner; in Queenslctnd 
on' full time. I do not \nwt that false 
impression to go a.bron.d because, as hon. 
m£'m bers are a ware, there is a ne\v j ett:: 
being constructed at Bowen, 11 considerable 
sum of money has already been spent upon it, 
and it will be completed next year. That 
j ctty is being built solely for ihe purpos0 of 
assisting the export of our coal. 

Mr. liARTLEY: That will not get you 
orders. 
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::'vlr. COLLI::\"S: Inquiri<'s have already 
been made in Java and other centres in the 
East in reference to a market for the coal. 
Il: we were to rercivc an order to-n1orrow 
for 100.000 tons of coal we \vould not be 
in a position to ship it. I have no doubt 
q1a t the Gc:ve~'nlnent are n1aking prcpara. 
t1ons no1· only In connection \vith the Bo,ven 
Stab• corrl 1nine6, but in connection ,vith 
all other State coal mines with a view to 
finding a n•arket for the coal. As I hav~ 
saicl on prf'Yious occasions. l.VO have an 
abundanc? of coal in Qucel1sland, but \VO 

cannot s,!np coal from BmYcn until the jdtJ 
1.'3 con1p1Ptcd. I unc~erstrrnd that the elec
trical machinery for the jeitv \Yill arrive in 
Queensland in January next year, when steps 
will, lw ( ken to or_ect it and make the jetty 
rcany for the loadmg of coal. 

I rose to attempt to prevent any rumom 
gettmp: abroad t.o the effect that \Ve aro 
not able to employ the miners in the Bmnn 
State coal mine; short tirrw. I ha vc been 
informed. has been in force only within the 
last month. · 

::\lr. FOLEY (~rirhhardt): Like the hor, 
mc'nihcr for Ips,vich, I an1 rather anx~ous 
to know "\vhcthcr anvthinrr is bcinrr done 
toward' building up an CXCJ10rt for the coal 
tlvti 1s hkely to be produced in the near 
future. In my clcctornto \YO have a splendid 
coal deposit-one c,f the lariTcst in the •vorlcl 
In con1pnri~on \vith it thc

0 

StYx Ri·n~r and 
Bowen cnalfiPl·ds are insignific~nL (Opno.,i. 
hon lau3hter.) ·what I sav is correct. Even 
gTantin'!, that the estimate for those coal
fl:'lcls _,is about forty. fifty or . say seventy 
m CI"oh m1lhon tons, at Blau Athol \YO 
haYP ouc dPpo,,it of coDl with an nrca of 
5 squ~rc n1iJcs whirh, on a low estin1atc, 
runs mlo 150.000,000 tons. That coal is 
available without going down into the bmYcls 
of tlw cctrth. It is lying flat just under the 
~urfacc 

The point I am brinv,ing forward is that I 
do not believe in bcirpr too ontimistic in 
building up this export tnc:c. I make this 
:-:tntcmr-nt as a sort of "\Yarnintr to the 
::\finister-that 4.500,000 tons of eo;;) go past 
our door C'YCr~ yc,ar fron1 the roahnines 
of :'\~wc:·stlc. \Ye have been endeavouring 
to gl't some of that tra-de for quite a number 
of years ancl have got very little of it up to 
!he present hmc. If \\'0 arc to o·ct it WE' 

must sell our coal at. .a pric;, that 'will 
compel·• with Ne•vcastlo coal. I have yet 
to lenrn that that can be clone with S!Yx 
Ri-ccr coctl or Bowen coal. c 

:\fr. CoLLI)o;S: You can land coal frocn 
B0wcn cheaper than the Southern coal. 

::\1 r. J'l.tOORE: ln Bow en it takes t.hrpe men 
to load a case of tomatoes. (Laughter.) 

::\lr. _FOLEY: I undcrsbnd the Secretary 
for ~lines can land coal at Rroadn1ount at 
wmelhing- in the virinitv of 308. a ton. 

:\fr. Cor.LJJo:s : Don't you belieYe it. 

Mr. FOLEY: I understand that it costs 
20s. io produce, and on top of that it has 
to be railed 100 miles to Broadmonnt. which 
1vould bring it up another 5f'. a ton, maki:r.:g 
about 25s. ~cwcao:tle r-oal, \Yhich is n~eog
nised as one o£ the best standard coals rn 
the \'"Oriel. is put on boats at an ayeraiTe 
price of £1 Os. 6d. a ton. ·enlcss vou c~n 
lflnd our coal at the wharf at a price~ taking 
mto con'lclerabgn royalties, hand!iP.g 
charg-es, etc., lower than the :1\ewcftstlo 
r:rire, you are r:ot going to get much of the 
trade. The Government in the near future 

will have to consider the competition from 
Blair Athol coal. 

Jl,h HARTLEY: At what price can you 
land Blair Athol coal at Broadmount.? 

Mr. FOLEY: In the near future tho coal 
ckpo·its at Blair .\thol will bo woricccl on 
a dJ{terent principlo to "'.vha.t the~'" have heen 
"orkcd in the past. I quoted instancoe in 
this Chamber of what has been done in the 
State of .A..lab<tma, i_n Anu~rivL, 1vhcr·J they 
ure si rippir:g 30 f,, t <Jf cart;, for the mupo e 
~1f rr~ining a 28-inch '"cam of coal, and with 
tolcck.Tn machinery a.nd up-to-date methods 
\hey arc doing it pro!itably. At Blaic Athol 
wo haVf' ·~n aver1.g-e of 60 feet of light 
stripping, and, when that is ren1oved, 1ve 
lw vo an average of 6[) feet of clean colt!. 

Mr. KELSO: Is lll&.ir Athoi a private mine? 

Mr. FOLEY: Yes. but I cm not going 
intD t.hat aspect of r.he question. If America. 
can rnino coal prof1~ably on those Inethods
cngin€·ers in An1.cricn look "'nTith a certain 
nrr.ount of antipathy to going 1nto the bovvels 
of the earth to mine coal-if r he:;· can strip 
and mine 28 inches of coal profitably, it will 
cmly be a matter of a shor1 lime when 
0ng·inccrs from that countrv "\Yill con1c to 
Blair .\thol and m;no coal thoro at 1s. 6d. 
CJl' 2s. per ton. Th~1 is not stretching things 
b~~~ any rneans, as it is being done in r\'Jlerica 
at tho present time. Blair Athol coal i,, not 
so good as Bowen or Stvx River coal a.s it 
has~ S per cent. or 6 pe~e cent. lc::Js h~<trini 
eapHelty, but in tho nea.r future 1ve shall be 
produc·ing coal at Bhir ,\thol in the Yicinity 
of 2s. or 3s. per ton, and with lls. r:tilway 
freirrht and a couvlc of shillingc for handling 
cha:·p:es we sha.ll bJ a blc to land th:tt coal at 
Broadmount at a Ul'ice much cheaper than 
coal can be landed iron1 H1e State coalrninLs. 

The SECRETARY ron l\1INES: You must take 
into consideration :he .-alue of tho Styr R;ver 
cunl. 

1\fr. FOLEY: 'I'ho fact of the price boin~ 
lowor will compen ~·.te for the lower heating
va.lue of the coal. I a'k the l\Iinis!or to 
tnko notice of this point, and not io wait 
tiH a large cxpendittn'£ has b. en jncnrr(xl in 
building a pier at Howcn or othcr\Yjsc before 
attempting to find a m'1rkot cwerseas. The 
Govc~rnmcnt should et once n1ake arrange
ments to charter a boat :md load th"t boat 
to iho clocks with GOal, send it io the Ea>'Jern 
S·t ah~s) give tho coal awa v to the big- users 
of CCJal, and ask thmn to~ send an order on 
the merits of tho coaL That is being- done 
bv Blair ) .. thol compa.nios at tho present time. 
'The 1nanap;er there has con1c to the conclusion 
ilw.l thttt is the onh pmsiblo wav of estab
lishing· an export ua'dc in the futui·e. If that 
is clone, the position indicated by the hon. 
!YlC'lrJbc·r for Ipswich will be broug;hi· about. 
We have had ,a slw111) at Blair Athol for tho 
last two years, nncl tlw miners there do 
nnt \vork more th:-~.n a da"l or a 9-ay and 
e.-hc.lf a week, and the same thing \nl1 occur 
at !he State coalmines onGe t.lwv are 
de,elc•pcd to such ar, extent that they can 
produeo more than the local consumption, 
if we have no over>ea market for tlw coaL 
The Government sl~<mlcl make cvcrv endea
vour to exploit tht~ O\ ersea 1narkei, ~in 01 cl er 
to fine! a m,trkct for our coaL 

1\~r. PETERSON (~Torm.anb.ll): I must 
come to the conclusion tl:at the hon. nw:nber 
fer I.eichhardt ha wunded the clc:ath knell 
of the State coalmines, if the hon. member 
is not talking with his tongue in his cheek. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Jir. Peterson.] 
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Nlr. PE'l'ERSON: The hon. membet etotes 
ihat the Blair Athol Compa11y undPi' thei,· 
lH'W ·ystem of stt·inping coal wiJI be '"bh 
to produce coal for trade in the vicinity 
0f 1<. 6d. per ton, and, if that is Sll, t.hc 
Mini;ler ought to t.cke the ;cdvice of one 
of his ovvn suppm_ t2rs nnd close up th(~ State 
-conlmmes. That is the logic of th'" hon. 
n:•'nlher's argument. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\liNES : He did not s:ly 
th tt. 

:\fr. PETERSON: He inferred it. Hc> wae 
Ycry cloqurnt as io what wtts to be i he out
rome of the development now taking place 
at JVair Athol. Everyone knows that the 
Bhi;· At'1ol Comr: <ny was badly stung by 
tho development of the Stvx River and 
Baralaba coalfields, but as a result of the new 
process of stripping they ,,-ill be able to land 
coal in Rockhampton or Broadmount at a 
much lower price than coal can be landed 
from Bowen, Baralaba, or the Styx River. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You do not accept the 
figuiC'S that they can mine' coal for 2s. or 3s. 
per l~m. 

;vir. PETERSON : I honestlv believe the 
remarks of the hon. member for Leicl:l:rrrdt. 
and I rnn Rorry to .3tate that, as a rc:1ult of 
the operations of tloat company, the Sra to 
·coalmine in my cwn electorate will be 
brgely affe-ctcd. The hem. member for 
Fihrov admits thac the Stvx coal is a better 
c;nalit.~ coal than the Blair Athol coal; but, 
if the Blair Athol Company can sell their 
<'da1 a.t a rDnsiderably less rate thnn the St~-x 
H.iYer coal, even taking into considcratiOr1 
the better quality r,f the Styx HiYcr coal, 
thn uEers \vill purd!aso tho cL2aper coaL 

The SECRETARY FOR l\1r>:ES: VVe will export 
tlw S1yx River cml1 and u::;o their coal fol' 
n~ihn:1y purpose;;;. That :is its best us2. 

;\fr. PETEHSOK: I heard a difiercnt 
story -~on1e yea"rs ago. \Vo ·were to1d that 
1 iw S::\ x coal stood out on its o·,yn conlf)nrcd 
with Blair Athol coal fur raih' av pUl'fJf,sl's. 
"The hon. gcntlcrnan has ~aid ~1hat manv 
tinws, and it has not been dieproYed by the 
{'lJgin~.-:-drivcrs jn the Central District. rrhe 
hon. ~;entlonan ~s changing his grounn j f 
lw Blair Athol coa.l will 1 akc lhe place 
of coal. 

The SECRETARY tOR l\ITXE3: I say th<, St·-x 
Iti\CJ' coal j~ :-..trperior {,Hl.l. lt i;:; t(~O valuaL1e 
L) H:'(' fo1· railwa:- pul·po,r>" 

f.Ir. PETERS()l\ : ·where doe 3 the hon. 
,~c~r~tl('ITian propos.'::' to find a llL rkct for ihat 
,-a in blc Styx Ri ,-er cord? 

'l'i-. SECnL,:ARY roR }llxL, : OvC'n,cas. 

I1lr. PE'l'EHSO:\': IY•' lmn1 miss:>tl the 
'buc:; ~o far n_~ rhP O\'ersca n1arkt, s are 
cc•IH'l'rllcd. During the ·~; Ll' then• wn· a 
tn~nlenrlous dcmHLlJ;i for coal, bnt th-crP were 
no suitab1c loadius }'laces for coal fn•nt th~ 
f1clds in ;my part of Queensland. \Ve had 
the opportlntit, then of a lifcLiL_e, bec:tl1'3C. if 
we hod bni!t np a Jcadc dnring that period. 
we• \\onid hnYe !wen able to hold it and wouU 
have lwd n.. field of opctations for a large 
;l.l,lllllH/ of y~cars. T'11at ~pportunity was h?st. 
l11c l-,-qvornn1ent \Ycr~:::. asKc·d to Pr< f't loarhng 
ft~cl1iti0'3 jn the Central Di~trid,: but \s·hllt 
cl i,J they do? TlH, bnii t a slipshod sor;; of 
alT<lllguncnt ,Lt Be·xldrnount. 

Mr. EARTLEY: OnlJ on the advice of the 
Blair ~\thol engi1u~c:· and ar,p,inst tho ad\'icc 
"'.Jf :rny;t:lf and oth9r Government n1err;bcr:;. 

Mr. PETER SON: I am not going to gain
say that, but the hon. member will admit 

[.Mr. Peterson. 

that it is a slipshod arrangement. I am 
open t.o correction, but I understood that it 
was built on the advice of the Railway 
Department in consultation with their 
c!lginecrs. 

::\Ir. HARTLEY: In consultation with the 
engineers of the Blair Athol Company. 

:Mr. PETERSON: Then the Government 
arc partly responsible for the mistake if that 
is so. The point is that we have State mines 
in opcrn.tion at Styx River and Baralaba 
producing coal, and it would h11ve been very 
good business if the request of the hon. mem
ber and mysplf with regard to the State 
o,yning shipping appliances had been g·iven 
effect to four or five years ago. I am pleased 
that we are taking time bs the forelock at 
I3o,vcn, and if ,,.e receive largo orders for 
that coal we shall be rca·dy next year to 
supply those orders. That will be a factor 
in bringing· about the success of that field. 
The hon. member for Leichhardt pointed out 
that \YO had about 450,000 tons of coal cam
in,; to Queensland from Newcastle. \Vhy is 
there such an anxi'oty to open up the·,e new 
coalmines? Wh, is there this desire on the 
part of hon. membrrs opposite to take away 
trade horn their fellow-workmen down South 
and sturye them? 

J\Ir. GLEDSOX: He did not sav there were 
450,000 tons. • 

:Hr. PETERSOK : I am open to correction 
-the hon. member fm Leichhardt said that 
a large amount of coal came up from Ncw
castlc-I take it that he meant it came t<> 
some Queensland port. 

The bECRET.\RY FOR ?11INES : There is some 
corning here. 

:\Ir. PETERSO::'\: I could understand that 
objection coming from hon. members on this 
side, but I cannot understand it coming from 
hon. nJPmbcrs oppo"ite, seeing that they are 
part ancl parcel of the one union, and the 
other unionists down there have just as much 
right to liYe as they have. 

::\lr. HARTLEY: \Ve are· standing for State 
enterprise a against priY<ete enterprise. 

Mr. PE'rERSO::'\: There was no harm in 
the hon. member for Leichhardt the other 
cl a v asking for the assist a nee of the Govern
uH?nt in finding markets for coabnine owners; 
but, of course, the Government are out to 
find markets for thcmsclYcs. I trmt that, as 
the St~-x coalmine showed a 11rofit last year, 
according to the figures, it y ill be able to 
flgnro in future Auditor-General's reports as 
a yer~,. ~uccc~sfnl venture. From tho analysis 
we kno\. that it is a mo·t excellent coal, and 
I hopo that the l\Iinister will do all he pas· 
~ib1y can to bring- it to a producing stage at 
the earliest 110~siblo 1110n1ent, so that 'vc can 
be recouped some of the mane~· spent in 
d< ,·elopment. I would ask the Jlilinisttn· also 
if he has taken iuto consideration the shortage 
of water at the Stvx mine. I trust that he 
"-ill have something done in regard to that 
matter. 

The next question is with regard to homes 
for the miners. I notice from the report 
that there is a fine class of miners' cotta~·es 
put. up at the Bowcn coalfield. I believe 
that in i·.olatcd centres such as the Styx 
River and other places it is the dut'' of the 
Government to provide decent accommoda· 
tion for miners, v.'ho will pay rent, so that 
theY rrw\ liYc nnd Tear their families under 
ciY~lieed ·conditions. It will be interesting 
to know what the Minister proposes to do 
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in that respect. I shall do everything I pos
sibly can to aqsist in gi·dng these men better 
conditicns in that wav. I am sure that 
nobod v will object to the Minister doing his 
be ,t in that direction. I hope that the 
example with reg-ard to miners' cottages will 
be followed on the Styx River field. 

:\!lr. HARTLEY (Pit. ray): The criticism 
which has been raised by hon. members oppo
site will not cause the Secretary for Mines 
any loss of sleep. It simply means that this 
party has to come to the position as to 
'' hcther they are going to stand for the 
·socialisation of industry because our State 
"nterprise- will affect different districts, or 
whether \Ye are going to whittle down our 
·policy. 

Mr. VOWLES: You have done it already. 

Mr. HARTLEY: We have not done it. 
"The hon. member for Ipswich talked about 
vur State coal not displacing the Ipswich 
coal, but it has displaced a lot of orders. I 
have not been here for nine years advocating 
the development of State mines without 
knowing tl1e pccnliar influences which are 
.behind the coal trade in order to prevent the 
best quality coal from State mines getting 
into the Railway Department. It has been 
vne long period of vigilance and effort to sco 
that !hP Slate coal was used on the railways. 
There ie no doubt that, if we had not been 
careful in that re"pect, a lot of these mines 
would haYe been condemned, and would not 
'be under operation by the Government at the 
present time If we cannot justify our State 
coalmine·,, again,.t either Blair Athol or 
Ips,vich mines, then we are willing to chuck 
them overboard. 

J\1r. ?.IoRGA~: You cannot. 

Mr. HARTI.ET : Take the Ipswich coal, 
for inste,ncc·. Fol' vcar,, before this Govern
ment carnc into po\ver there was a series of 
reports about the rotten quality of the coal 
npp!icd to the Raihvay Department. 

l\lr. MOORE: And it is still going on. 
l\Ir. H \RTLEY : The more 11 e de,-clop the 

high-quality coalfields as an asset to the 
·Stato the greater will be the returns from 
that coal and the less the inconvenience to 
:t'ailway pa::-·o;engers. There \vill be an advan
tage all round. 

Mr. :.\IooRE: Are you going to throw men 
-out of \York'? 

l\Ir. lL'\RTLEY: That is the cry of hon. 
tnernbcrs oppo· ite, bnt it is pure ,.~kicl." It 
i~ g.an1mon, prctcnoc~ hurr1bug, or any other 
thing you like to call it. It is the purest 
'' kid-f'takcs " on the part of hon. Incn1bers 
oppo ,ito to nsk if we are going tD throw men 
out of \York. 'rhcy .do not care t'lvopcnce 
\\ hl'ther thc.v arc going to throw men out of 
work or not. \Vhat IYill happPn if the State 
"'iucs arc rloYoloped sullicicutlv and all tho 
Sbte requirements are drawn 'from them is 
that all the workers IYill be State employees. 
cl'hat will be the only difference. \!Yhat will 
be Ycry grioYous to hon. members opposite 
'is that the big profits which previously wont 
into 1he pockets of private owners will :.:o 
int0 the coffers of the State. That is the 
·"nigger in tho wood pilo." \Vith regard to 
Blair Athol. I h;we known Jack Hethering
ton and other Blair Athol shareholders for a 
very long time, and they are not at all con
,cernod in the interests of the minors. The:v 
ar<' concerned about the interests of Jack 
Hotherington and the Dlair Athol Coal and 
Timber Company's balm1ce-sheet. They can 

come any time thov like for a contest with 
o1ther the Styx coal or any ether State coal, 
and they 1Yill go to the wall. I have seen the 
important features of the Blair Athol scheme. 
and I know something about the removal of 
the overburden. I worked in connection 
with the removal of 0\erburden at Mount 
:\iorgan, which v. as under the control of the 
~~econd eng-ineer in charge there. \V o did not 
remove n~ordy 30 or 40 foot-in places we 
removed anything from 60 to 80 feet from 
a cliff on the lDp of the Mount J\1organ mine. 
Wo took eight or nine months to do it, and 

we had a Yankee steam shovel 
[3 p.m.] in operation. I know just about 

what it cost, and I am satisfied 
that where our cost was about Is. 6d. or 2s. 
per cubic yard, Blair Athol Company could 
not shift its oyc•rburden for 4s. or 5s. per 
yard, for thr simple reason that after it has 
taken the oYer burden from a 40-foot face it 
has to haul it to a level before it can tran,fer 
it again io the trucks to take it away and 
dump it 

:.\Ir. EDWARDS: They have a contract at 
ls, 6d. per yard, 

Mr. I-IARTLEY: Contract my foot! 
(•Laughter.) The next disability the Blair 
Athol Company is under is that it has 246 
miles of railway carriage to a port, against 
12o miles from the Styx River, with this 
difference: that, if it could run the quantity 
of coal it would have to run to pay the 
capital cost of the removal of that over
burden, the Central Railway would not be 
able to accommodate the wheeled traliic. It 
could not get the coal clown to the coast; 
but, if it could get it down to the coast, its 
cost wonld be not 26s. a ton, as the hon. 
member for Leichhardt \\~ould lead us to 
believe, but somewhere in the vicinity of 
36s. a ton. The Stvx Hiver coal can be 
mined for 16s. a ton "and delivered in Hock
hamptDn for another 10s. a ton. That is 
not a conservative estimate, so that there 
is a difference of 10s. in fa ,-our of the Styx 
River coal. The ne,ct disadvantage is that 
15 cwt. of Styx River coal will do the 
same work as 1 ton of Blair Athol coal, 
that is to say, the user saves 5 cwt. of c0al 
in every ton he burns. 

Mr. FoLEY: You are not right. 

Mr. IIARTLEY: The hon. member is up 
against a big propoeitiDn. This talk about 
offering· a choice bctwenn Blair Athol coal 
and Styx River cmd is like asking a boy 
to d0 something and saying to him, " Here 
is a penny, and there is 3d. \Vill you t:tke 
the bit; one or the little ono?" If the kid 
lmm' J anything-and he generally does if 
he is a Queonslander-he takes the 3d. That 
is what the coal user will do when yDu offer 
him his choice between Shx RiYer coal and 
Blair Athol coal. I remember that they 
\Yanted to close down one Central Queensland 
coalmine because they ,,_~id the coal could 
not be burned, and I entered intD a challenge 
with the Commissioner for Hailways that I 
'<"OU ld burn the coal. They made three secret 
trials in the Railway Department and found 
that what I said was correct. and that mine 
is in operation to-day because of that 
challenge. 

The hon. member for Normanby said some
thing about a contraption we put at Broad
mount for the loading of coal. I want to 
tell the hon. member that we put it there 
at the request of the engineer of the Blair 
Athol Company, although we wished to put 

~~11·. HaTtlcy.] 



1944 Supply. [ASSE:\IBLY.] Supply. 

a much more adequate arrangement, so that 
the Government are not to blame. But it 
only cost about £2,100 and it loaded 40,000 
tons of coal for the Northern ports. 

There is no need for the Minister to worry 
about whether we have a market. \Ve have 
a market in Queensland for all the coal we 
can produce. 

The bDII indicated that the hon. memb0r's 
time had expired. 

Mr. KELSO (1rurzdah): I move-
" That the hon. member be granted an 

extension of time." (Laughter.) · 

The speech of the hon. member for Fitzroy 
is so informative that I am sure members on 
both sides would like to hear more. (Laugh
tor.) 

The CHAIRMAC\: : Order ! The hon. 
member cannot submit that motion in Com
mittDe. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowcn) : I want to point 
ont some advantages which the Bowen State 
coalmine has in comparison with most other 
coalmines. The Bowcn State mine is 54 
miles from the jetty. That is advantage No. 
1 wh<m comparing it with other coalmines. 
That brings me to advantage No. 2. \Ve 
argue-and I think logically-that we can 
put co.al on ships more cheaply than they can 
at NowcaRt1e, or at least just as cheaply, 
and \Ve are much nearer to tho Ew,tern n1ar
kets. As the Minist<'r said in his speech 
a fair aYorag-e price for our unscT('encd coai 
would be 16e. a ton, and the freight on the 
J•aihcay on coal for export is 2s. 4d. a ton 
landed at the jetty. or a total of 18s. 4d. 
per ton. Allowing for loading charges, we 
claim that we can pnt it on board the boats 
at Bowon just as cheaply as thcv can at 
KPw-:'.•<>.._l.P. Boiled do'\vn. our advalltages are 
that the Bowen State coalmine is the nearest 
to any sc>:tport in Queensland. its quality 
enabl"'· us to compete succec·fulh with other 
coal. and we have an unlimited ~npply. \Ve 
haYe four chfferent seams of coal. of which 
onlv 0110 is being opented. The Bowcn seam 
is 12 feet thick, thD Garrick is 8 feet thick, 
the Dcnison is 8 fed thick. and the Scott 
is 6 foot thick To use the words of Mr. 
Dunstan, the Chief Government Geologist. 
every square milo contains 44.000,000 tons of 
c•a.L nnd othf"'r ,Q'<'nlog-ist s!lid to n>f' 
on on0 ilnt, ·,,.he,;· ot.hcr roolficlch 
arc "·ork0d ont. tho Bowcn coalncld '.vill 
~till be in t,xi~tcnc0, bc·cnnf'f' 1hc•rP arc 
not only 44.000.000 tons of coal to the square 
1mlo but manv more millions of tons in 
sight. \\"hat ~v friencl the hon. member 
for Leichhardt should ad,-ocate-I am advo
cating it for mv own electorate~is the 
establishment of 'a big woollen factorv in 
Central Qn0er:oland so that it will become a 
great manufacturing centre such as exist in 
other parts of the world. Bowcn has a 
splendid climate The temperature never 
reaches a,.; high ns it does in Brisbane. and 
the fact that it has such cheap coal supplies 
'houlclmakc it one of the bc't manufacturing 
centres in thG State. 

Mr. FOLEY (Leichharrlt): Mv two collea
gues, the hon. member for Fit;rov and the 
hon. member for Bowen. have pu't up verv 
good ca"CS for their coal. and I am not one 
of those who trv to depreciate State enter
prises. I am looking forward to the time 
when t ho Secretary for Mines will see his 
Wa\ clear to vtork some of the coal country at 

[Mr. Hartley. 

Blair Athol which has reverted to the 
Cl'Own and cannot be operated by anybody 
else unless he g-ives approval, or which 
is, perhaps, still held by private companies. 
\Yhat I said was more in the nature of a 
warning to the :Minister and other member& 
that thev should not be carried away by 
the thought that they have a supply of good 
coal, but that they should consider th? cost 
at ,,-hich it can be produced and dehvered 
at the port. That is the only point. 

:\1r. I-IARTLEY : You do not want to take too 
much notice of Jack Hetherington. 

l\fr. FOLEY: I dG not take ony notice 
of \Yhat anYbodv tells n1c until I have pro
perly investigat~c! the question. so as to be 
able to speak about it. There JS ': good 
deal of con1n1on "cn"e in the contention. I 
am not uncler-estimatin<Y Uw valuo of Styx 
River coal or the value af the Bowen coal. 
:'\either ctm I cri1 icising the cost at which it 
mav be landed at the port. I am 
cn1i)hasi~ing, "'" I menlionr•d l~cfor0, that. if 
" 30-foot overburden can be stnpped to mme 
2~ inches of coal, a-; as Jonc in An1crica 
with modern machincn• then Blair Athol 
in the n0ar futnr0, with 'the san1c machinery 
and at pmctically the same cost. will ?c able 
to strip the overburden and produce tne coal 
very cheaply. 

~Ir. I-I.\RTLEY: The conditions are not the 
sa1ne. 

l\Ir. FOLEY: The conditions aro better. 
The Blnir Athol coal, the Barala ba coal, and 
tlv Stvx Hin'r coal, ·;hi eh "·ill eventually 
ha~·p t~o find an export rnrn·ket. can be so 
[llpnd••d as to meet the desire., of any coal
nscr in any part of the "·orld. In the near 
future. as \YC get in touch 1vi1 h oycrsea 
markets, different kinds of coal ".cill probably 
be required. I am looking for-Yard to the 
time when the Minister will prospect the 
areas that he has at his disposal at Blair 
.'\.thol to see if it is not possible to open up the 
dt~no:;;its there cheaply, and \vork then:- in 
conjtmction with the pnscnt State coalmmes. 

The SECRET_\.RY FOR MIXES (Hon. 
A. J. Joncs, Paddin(!IO·): I have no desire 
to cnt0r into thi•, controyersv or take s1de 9 , 

on the question. · 
1\lr. MonGAN: You should be the referee. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\fiXES: The 
hon. member for Aubign:.· raised some matter 
contained in the Auditor-General's report 
which I explained vcr. £nlly y, hen the 
Estimates-in-Chief ,,-ere being disctF·scd, but 
tho hon. gentleman wn, not present. 

Mr. MooRE: I ha,·o since looked that up. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\II:'\ES: I have 
a lrcad~r given the figures jn connPction with 
the Stato coalmines, which show that we 
lu!Ye come out on the right side. Last year 
the Bowen State coalmine showed a profit 
of £5,369 ;',, I want to emphasise the fact 
that during· the year we oupplied tho Raihvay 
Department at their depbis at Towns-;'Jlle 
and Bowen with 51.367 tons of coal at £1 
per ton cheaper than they had received it 
previously. I contend that that was a profit 
to the Railwav Department and to tho 
Go.-ernment, and that the opening of the 
Bowen coalmine has proved very profitable 
to 2\'orth Queensland industries also. The 
sugar-mills have been supplied with that 
coaL The same a11plies to the Styx River 
mine, from ·which coal is sent to nine sugar
mills. At ihe present time the mills in the 
Mackay district are receiving Styx River 
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coal at £1 10s. 9d. per ton, including railage 
from the mine to J\1ackay, whoroas they pre
Yiously paid £3 3s. per ton. Strange as It 
may seem, while the sugar-mills are taking 
Styx River coal, tho gasworks at Mackay 
still continue to take ;'\ewcastle coal, and 
to pa:.· £3 per ton, when the Government are 
prepared to eupply g-as-producmg coal of 
equal qualit}' at £1 10s. 9d. per ton. 

Mr. Hv"ES: The Townsville Gas Company 
are taking Bowen coal. 

Mr. DEACO": \Yhat is the reason for the 
action of the Jl..lackay Gas Compan;c? 

'.r'he SECHETARY FOR MIKES: I can
not as;~ign any reason. I am now 
negotiating with tho-o people, and I believe 
that eventually they wili take our coal. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Have they entered into 
contracts? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: They 
ma.y have. 

The hon. member for Fitzrov "ants some 
information about the Styx Hi'Vcr cocJmine, 
The biggest portion of the money spent last 
year wa spent in developing the Styx River 
mino and tho 130'< on eoaln1ino. Son1e n1onev 
wa'3 spent in developing tho I3aralaba rnine. 
The biggest amount to be spent this year 
v. ill be spent on the c!C>vclopmcnt of the Styx 
RiYer n1iuc. 1 arn uot rcfcrrin[I to loading 
facilities, but only to the development of the 
rnino and rnine equipment. 

Mr. i'.IOORE: Aro loading facilities included 
in the £105,000? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'\ES: :'\o. 
The amount would be greater if it included 
loading facilities. The leader of tho Country 
partY rightl0- saiu that these mines have to 
go through the developmental dage, and he 
askcu if it was not a fact that these mines 
had gone through that stage. I contend that 
they ha vc not. During that stage you cannot 
show very big profits. Itt the case of the 
Bowcn Sttttc coaln1i11c \VC hnve sho,vn a 
profit and carried on a lot of developmental 
"ork also. Tho hon. mcmbu for Bowen 
wanted to know, and rightlv so-and it is 
information that hon. membei:s ,]JOule! have
whether thG proiit shown wai the profit after 
allowing for the payment of interest and 
redemption. It is. \\' e pay int,,rest and 
redemption; and, further · wo have not 
included in that amount {ho royalt- naid 
by priYate mincowncrs of 6d. per ton: or 
1•,,, per ton, as the case 1nav Ue. \Ye have 
credited the royalty to the clepartmcnt. and 
we still show that profit and bring o bout a 
big savmg for the Railway Department. 
Therefore, I rightly contend that the State 
coalmines of Queen5land are indeed .-cry 
pr?fitable for the ~trrte, and have a very 
bnght future; parbcular!y so, as we have 
t-h!'C<:: fields of clean coal of exceptional 
quahty to develop. I h:1\'e followed this dis
cussion ':cry. carefully, ~nd I would point 
out that 111 diScusslllg coa1 It must be remem
~cred that there is a very great difl'erence 
In Its uses. It is v;rong to make a com
parison between different coals, because each 
ha~ its :3pocial use. l.~OI;l may get a, very 
good ga.o·prodLtcing coal, v.-hich would not 
bo suitable for other purposes. You mav 
get a coaJ that i. suitabh fm· cokemaking, 
and that Is Its onlc· use. I ask hon. members 
to keep_ that fact in mind when discussing 
the varwus coals. The Blan _'\.thol coal is a 
very valuable railwa~~ coal, but vou could 
not utilise it for producing gas. -

Mr. H.\RTLEY: It is low-u'ficiency coal. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1',11:'\ES: The 
Styx River coal is one of tho best iri. 
Australia. 

Mr. MOORE: Is it not too volatile? 

l\fr. HARTLEY: X o. You knmc very little 
about it. 

The SIWRETARY FOPc 1\II;'-;'ES: We 
have what is kno',YD as the Garrick ~;:am at 
the Bowcn State ·coalrnine, which is a 
splendid coking coal. The stanclanl of ash 
i' 16 per cent., and it do:os not require to be 
washed. It is one oi the best coking coals 
in Queensland. 

That brings mo to the qw ,tion of the erec
tion of coke ovens. 'vV e ca",not erect a coke 
oven in th». Central district until there is 
some bi~ rnining development. The Nlount 
1\'forrran Con1pany ·would not be likelv to 
t~koD our coke. They have thcjr own co~king 
coalmine, and they mix their coke with 
Baralaba coal. IY e are supplying them 100 
tons per day from the Bar ,Jaba mine, and 
the·,- do thoi1· .'melting part!y with coko and 
pai:tly with Baralaba coal direct from the 
n1ine. resulting in a reduced cc-.t of pro
duction. 

The same thing applies to Bowcn. Jf new 
dr-.yc_•]opn1ents occur in the Cloncurry district 
nl'ld the smeltors r( "Hmc operation:::, coke can 
];c produce-d at Bowon. \Ye would not think 
of rn·oclucing coke at Bowen to supply Chilla
g-oo, because it would ha•. ·· to be shipped from 
Ho\• r'n to C<tirns, whereas the~ J.Iount Mulli
~an SLate coa.lrninn i~ an adjunct to the 
Chj][ugoo works. The department lmvc t •.ken 
over a·nd arc rcno·•at ing the :l\lount Muliigan 
ccnhuine. All th0 coke ncccssar:· for the 
Chillag-oc worb \:ill bo made there. The 
consumption of < Jko at C'hillagoe is about 
1,200 ions per wee~~. 'rhc hon. rr1cn1bt'r ~or 
Enoggera, by interjection, raised the question 
of itC~porting coke from the South. I -,,culd 
like 1o ron1ind the hon. n1crnbcr as one 
.:\ ustralian addrcs'3ir{~ anot~1cr that, after 
Cl!!, ::\ew South \V->lc is a pctrt. of Au tmlia. 
I horcc that hon. members will not hd<o tho 
narrow vio\v tha.t Hlen in Now Souih \Vales 
nr<• being done out of \vork by the f'stab!ish
ruent of coke ovens in Quocms1and. Scrne 
wen come from New South 'vV.des to Qucom
land to engage .in this work bocltusf) mor,.J 
work is otroring, th8 conditions arc b(,tter, 
:me! L>ccauso the i'ltate is governed be a pro-

sivo Government, and they arc pleased 
accept 'vork under a La.bour Goycrnrnent. 

I w"s severely 8ritlcisecl prior to the last 
gt•nrral election for bringing coke t,o the 
Chi\lagoe •vorks from tho South, The Mo~mt 
~1ulljgnn coalmine had closed HO\vn not\vrth-
tlmciing the fact that the GDvernmeut had 

cornc to jts assistauce by a.dvancing thous:1nds 
of poun:ds. The Covcrnment. had th~n to 
make big contracr, for coke m tho South. 
1 vdrs '>rongly c:riticisod not only by ~he 
Prc,c but by the cod producers of [pswiC'I 
(tE:·cause the coke-protiucing ·works the,·c had 
1 000 ions of coke on hand. That was only 
:cLout !he con6umpt·ion for Chillagoe for a 
week. \V e had t,o make contracts a.hea d or 
allow the Chillagoo works to be closc<l. I 
r.crsonally made tire contract in Sydney. The 
i,-,,neral manager . of tlw works '?cmld not 
tr" vel down, and I acted under Ius Ins~ruc
tions .,g to the staP.dacl of coke he reqc,uo?. 
The shipping eomp.1nie'·· are interestnd m 
coalmines, and, naturally, supply coke. I 
believe that tho freight from Sydney to 
Cairns is £1 3s. per ion, and fron1 Brisbane 
to Cairns, I stand c"rrcctod, it is the "'me. 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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The freight from 'rownsville to Cairns is £1 
per ton. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You can easily underotand 
the difference. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I wo~ 
criticised at the tin:e for not procuring the 
~oke from the Ipswich district, hut althoug-h 
I '"-'[IS instru1nentai in getting a reanonablc
quoie from t.he Sccrdary for Railways ther.:J 
won Id still have beLn a difference of 17s. per 
ton between the Irswieh and Southern ccke. 
l hope that the d:w is not far distant when 
we sh.Jl not only P.'"ko coke in Qucem·iand 
for our indu&tries but when we sha.ll metke 
it compulsory to havr- it made on up-to-dat.; 
lines. There are wonderful by-prod!!~~.; in 
coal. but for ever · ton of coal th~t is uwd 
for coke-making \vo lose in by-products an 
mnoullt equal to the cost of the coal. 

Mr. MooRE: Can you sell t,h 0 m? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The' by
products can bo u:,f_;d as fertilisers, dyr:s, and 
for innumerable other purposes. 

:'.Ir. MooRE: The Coal Products Company 
could not sell them. They only sold limited 
supplies. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Wo 
in1port chemicals from overseas, induding 
sulpinn~ic nnd nitrh acids. which arc derived 
frorn coal. \Ye ha·.re a by-product oven at 
Mount Mulligan. 

J'.1r. HoORE: Hfl ''e a talk with the Go' ~rn
mont Analyst. and he will tell you what 
cbanC'O there is of ',,,t!lling· thorn. 

The SECRE'l'AH Y FOR ;,nNES: The 
Government will 'Fell them when our indus
tries are -",tablished. The hon. ml'mber for 
lpo\Yich knows th-tt what I have SQid is 
perf<·ctly correct. 

2.\Ir. GLEDSO~: You ar) quite corn~ct; you 
took all the coko chey had. 

'l'ho SECRETARY FOR MINES. The 
criticis1n Vi as so sc,~f're that ont~ 1vould tbink 
the Govcrnn1cnt il·~d ir Jported cok~, ftom 
J apnn or son1e oth(·r foreign country, \vhrrc lS 
we imported it horP a sister Stai•. Hon. 
r!1C'm bers should tak(' a n~oro .1\ustralian vic\v 
of this and other qnestiom. 

l\h. KELSO: If th·re was a State mine at 
Ipswich, you wouid h:LVo tak-_n it from th<~re. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\IINES: :'.Zo; it 
was rurcly a bnsira?s.:i transaction. 

~fr. l(EnR: If :yon c :n producn coke in 
Qnl -:ns-land, you should do so. rrht'ro arc 
dozens of coke ovens idle here. 

The SECRETARY FOR :'>II~ES: I want 
to illform the hon. member for Fitzroy, in 
reply io his inquiry, that a good sum of 
HJC•ncy will be spent in the deYelopmc,nt of 
the Sivx RiYcr coalmine. A diHicult•· hrts 
br·r_-·n c;~pcrie·nced in getting tbc cord u ft·orn 
the n!ine. The ~1)rr.ft is vcrv noarl-~ down 
on (o tho seam. lt io hoped "to be dO\nl on 
it in a \\ eok or two. Tho Secrctctrv fo:.: 
Hailv-nys and Il1Y~{']f have ~rone ini:O the 
quc."iiou, \Yith the TrPasury, of ('.:itablishing 
:m m·m·seas tra.de. 'l'hc hon. member for 
Ipt::\Yich is quite rig-ht in saying th·lt 1Y1oro 

.coai ;, being prouueed in Quccnslan•i than 
can h~ sold. 

Mr HARTLEY: Il0w me1eh of the er ·1! pro
c1nc~ol b'-' the Stato mines i& the R "ihvay 
[J;'partn1cnt taking? 

'The SECRET ArtY FOR :1H:'\:'ES: 'They 
ar~ 1 .tking the \Vh0lo of the output front the 
coalmines in the ~ o.-t h, and a. large propor· 
tion clsc\vhcre. \Yo arc trying to enc:JU!.'ago 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

the me of coal for domestic purposes. The 
E~~~~<·re1 ary for Rai]·ways is novv engage,d in 
strengthening the railways to oncouragG the 
Gxport tra-de from Blair .\.thol, Styx River. 
anfl B<tralaba. The Styx Ri,-er coal will 
make an excellent export coal. 

Nir. HARTLEY: The ou&tomers will choo'"" 
and mix the coal for themseh-es. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: The 
R::.ilway Department. has ordmed two cra.nes, 
ono <•f which will be erected at Port Alm~ 
and !he other at Broadmount. 'l'ho work of 
providing facilities for the export of coal at 
flrwten i proceeding as rapidly as possibk. 

Mr. KELSO: You said a little while ago 
that you were gmng to use Blair Athul coal 
for the i'ailways. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\1IKES: I said 
that every ounce of coal that could si-and 
the test "ould be exported from the Bow en 
and Styx River mines to the av<cihtble 
markc ts. I hope thrtt the Government will 
have some power to interfere and RCe that 
the fJrst shipment oi coal from QuP·"nJand 
is gcod coa1. If good coal is -.vanted, it can 
be procured from the State mines. Prc"au. 
hons are necessarv in order that tlk first 
shiprrwnt shall not lna.r our :n-orseas trade. 
(Hear, hear!) 

It stands to reason and is clear to the 
average 12•incl that every ton of coal that we 
ship overseas is going to foster our trade: 
it will enable us to compote with Kcwca;;tle 
coal and will make it easier for private 

n1incs to supply our railways. 
[3.30 p.m.] The difficulty. at prc~cnt is that 

we arc producing- more coal than 
\YC can rcnsu1nc, and ·we arc nov\~ busv 
endeavouring to secure oYersc£r, trad(!. \VC. 
cannot expect order~} frDnl overseas until 
',\'C ha vc loading facilities avaib blc. I claim 
that our Bowcn 1nine has reached a stage 
of procluction that will enable us, as soon 
n.s loading facilities art:> aYailablc, to com
pete for oYcrsca trarle. Quite rcccnily I 
,cas unable to accept an order for 100.000 
ions of coal for overseas brf'ansc \Ye could 
not lo?J_d it quid.:]~· enough. Thnt JHOYcs thf1t 
the price and quality of our coal \YCYC right 
and that thrrc is a IJ0'3~ibility 01 our pro
curing orerseas trade. 

J\Ir. :!\loom: \Yhen vou said that :-·ou 
hoped Go-\·ernnH.mt inte1~fc>renct would stop 
the s])ipn:Pnt of anythin:; but the beet coal. 
did vou 1ncan that the G-o,~orrunent ·would 
in any way interfere >Yith Dlair Athol? 

The SECRET,\RY FOR ~1IC\'ES: I 
not sup~Jofln \YO shall intcrf rf' Y;ith n.nr 
1ninc-I do not 1hink \\0 hayo th:1t pc\Y('l'-

but th' eo a I mYners ~hould take the 
of qualit~, into consideration. It . be 
Yf'rV scrion~ if YCC' f:cnt roal to n b:~· coal-
1)"iDg- cour:try and our Grst -shipnlr>!!t ''as 
not l.1n to thC n1ark. Bu-.:inos~ is buii~ unon 
rcputiltion, and \YC should supp1:v only our 
beet con I. I do not sa v am·thing a bout 
Bl;lir Aihol coal. .\coal ;"".Y be Yer-:· Uc'dul 
for one purpo'3e and be useless for r:nothcr. 

The hon. memlJcr for C\'orma'1bv r~i NI the 
qucstio11 of 1vatcr suppl~,- for the 'Styx Hivor. 
The ,,-ork is already bcj!1g proceeded \vith. 
and we nre }ayinrr a n1nc lino to en:-:ure a 
L )od ,v-Arr s{lpplv. \Ye have to lace a 
serious difficulty in the shape of an out· 
break o' fever. 

:Mr. FRY (l(urilpa): I wns very pleased 
to hear the Minister refer to the by-products 
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.of co::tl. If our coal-minirO' n:mtnn,.s arc 
-going to pay it will be bv rc';,son of the bv
produr·ts. If tl~ere is any nlP-ans of prCYC'ntiilg 
waotc and puttmg the system of handliniT coal 
upn~J an efficient basis, it will be "\Yhen ,;e are 
<'nablcd to use our by-products from coal in 
chemical as 11ell as fertilising channcb. ·when 
that day arnvb the coal proposition will be 
more profitublc. 

I should like to remind tlw 2\1inister that 
t.lw grc.atest opposition to his purchase of 

-coke from the South at the time he referred 
i:o was cansed by rea~on of the enormous 
number of unemployed thot we l:nd in 
Qu 0 ensl"nd. If he will cast his mcmorv 
hack to tlnt ]Wriod, he will remember tha't 
the coke ovens at Inswich were idle and 
that the men needed work. That is our 
<chief objection. 

The SECP.ETARY FOR MINES : \Y c wore not 
in a position to supply the coke quickly 
enough. 

:\1r. FRY: I should like to know the 
·truth a bout it, but I assure the Minister 
o,ur main concern is that the suppliers of 
tne State should be g·iven f;r-t consideration. 
I do no_t 1nak_o. t~ose rPm arks in any spirit 
of carpmg cntic1sm. I should like to see 
our coal industry dev0loped so that the 
h• -prodncts will be made the chief feature. 
;Elr1ctricitr is g-oin2; to play a great part in 
Industrial undertakings in the future, and 
will ta 1·e the place of coal. Therefore to 
kr?~) our mines going v~~e must \-uccrssfulh~ 
ubhse the by-products. · 

Question put and passed. 

The SECRETAHY FOR MIXES (Hon. 
A. J. Joncs, l'addinrrton): I beg to move-

" That £65,000 he QTanted for 'State 
:\IinC', l\1ount l\iulliga;J.' " 

Question put and passed. 

LOAN Fuxn Accoc:xT. 

PRE:1IIER AKD CHIEF SECHET.\HY-~OLDIER 
t'd~TTJ.E)..TENJ.' AND REP.\TRIATIOX. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLT"CRE 
!Hon. vY. X. Gillies, Hru:lw -.1): I beg· to 
lllOYC-

'' Thrri £,50,000 be granted for 'Premic1· 
and Ch1c-r Secretary's Department
Soldice SC'ttlerncnt a:r{d Rcpatri::dion_;" 

Queetion put and pa'scd. 

PcllLIO \\ ORKS-COXSTRcCTI")X BR\XCH. 

The SECRET~\RY FOR AGRIC1~LTDRE 
(Hon. \Y. ;\[_ Gillics, Bar-ham): I beg to 
!11DVC-

"'That £16.744 lw grantwl for 
'DcpartmPnt of Public \\'arks-Con
struction B!'anch.' n 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): I visited the West 
End srhnJl rccentlv and SU\V the \YRlls eaten 
with whi;-, anb a'nd drv rot. I hone thrrt 
·Lhc l\Iini~ter will carr,,~ O'..It the nCcessar1;~ 
repairs before the building got< into a wors'e 
state. 

Question r·ut and passed. 

ESTI11ATIXG, PC:RCHASIXG, AND COSTING BRANCH. 

The SECHET.l.RY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(lion. W. X Gillies, };aclwm): I beg to 
n.ove-

" That £5,565 be grmctcd 
mating, Purcha2ing, and 
Branch.''~ 

Question put and passed. 

BUILDINGS. ETC. 

for ' Esti
Costing 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICFLTUHE 
(Hon. \V. N. Gillic·-, Hach'lm): I beg to 
Yl10VC-

" That £394,100 be granted for 'Build
ings, etc.' " 

Question put and pa··sod. 

''"ORKERS' HmiES. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC"CLTURE 
(Hon. vV. 1\. Gillies, Eacham): I beg to 
l11DVC-

" That £50,000 be granted 
' \Vorkers' I-:Iornes.' " 

Question vut ancl vas'lcd. 

TRKbCRY-LOAJ.;,-; FOP LOCAL BODIES. 

The SECRETAHY FOH AGHICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): I beg to 
ITlOYO-

" That £600,000 be granted for 'Trea
SEr: -Loans to Local Bodies.' " 

Question put and passed. 

CEc;TRAL SFGAR-i\IILLS. 

The SECRJ<:TARY FOR AGRICuLTURE 
(Hon. \Y. ?\. Gil!ics. Eacham): I beg to 
lllOYC--

"That £100.000 be granted for 'Cen
tral Sugar-1nill:::.' " 

Question put and passed. 

PUBLIC L\NDS-WIRE XETTic;G. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. }\'"_ Gillios, Eacham): I beg to 
Inove-

" That £25.000 be granted for 'Depart
ment of Public Lands-\Vire Netting.' " 

1\Ir. PETEHSOX (Xormanby): I would 
like the jllni:-tor to giYc us some inforn1a
tio:n in connection with 1ho disposal of this 
wi::_·o nPttillg. I a.1n receiving quite a nun1-
lwr of ldt0r' re~rarrlin£ the del a vs that occur 
in connection \,·ith tlw execu-tion of the 
nrcl0rs, and I woul-d like to know if the 
:;\Iinistcr can pjye us EDE1e cnljghtenmeni· as 
u the came of dclav--. and whether it is not 
po:3sihle to inCTf' -:"-c·~ the an1ount placed on 
tlH-" Est.imrdes. Tho '''ire nPtting is not being 
~iYen away, a:- the scttlrrs have to pay for it. 

i\Ir. COSTELLO (Carnar,.on): The 2\1inis
Lr has been leadin~r the settlers to believe 
that the:- \Ycre to gCt wire> netting· on tcnns 
similar to those grantor] before the war, but 
np to tlw prc·,ent we have not been able to 
tret any definite information from thee Depart
ntc>nt of Public Lands as to what is going to 
be the procedure in regard to this wire net
ling. In manv cases the settlers have their 
fent'Ps crect0d ·waiting to put up their wiro 
netting·, but they cannot get any information 

1Ji1·. Costello.] 
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from the department as to when the wire 
netting will be available. The Government 
are not losing oYer this netting, as they 
receive interest and redemption yearly, and 
it is a short-sighted policy on the part of 
the Government to provide onh- £25,000 for 
this purpose. The vote should be increased 
to at least £60,000. Any country that is 
made dog-proof is worth a good deal more 
than country that is not dog-proof, and I 
hope the Secretary for Public Lands will 
realise his responsibilities in this connection. 

:VIr. l'ETERSON (:Vormanby): I received 
a letter to-day asking for inforn1ation as to 
-whv a cPrtain farn1er in mv electorate cannot 
receive wire netting when his application has 
been approved of. He planted 50 acres of 
cotton which he is de,;irous of netting, but 
so far he has been unable to got the netting. 
\Vhcn the department undertake to supply 
wire netting for which they are being paid, 
the least they can do is to notify the settler 
when he can get that wire netting. The 
settlers aro under son1o n1isapprehension 
yegarding this \vire netting grant. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC LANDS : There 
is a denJand for 1nore wire netting than v:e 
can find mono: for. 

:\Ir. PETERSOK: That may be all right; 
but I am dealmg nov.' with delays in supply
ing netting for which applications have been 
granted. 

The SECRENRY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 
will bo attended to. 

l\Ir. CLAYTO::"J (Wirlc Bay): It would be 
in the best interests of settlement if the 
GoYernment could sec their \va v to increase 
this yoto. There are manv fa;.mer settled 
adjacent to forests, and the-e foreots are the 
breeding ground for pests. It is almost 
impossible for those farmers to grow crops 
on account of the pt<(,ts, and more monev 
should bo made aYailablo for the purpose o.f 
supplying the farmers with wire netting. 
These settlers arc an asset to the State, and 
wo should assist them in every way possible. 
I am plea,,ed to know that it is possible the 
Government will get a g-rant from the Federal 
GoYcrnmcnt for the purpose of providing 
wire netting, and I -was glad to get an assur
ar,ce the other day from the Minister that 
he would consider the quc•,tion of spending 
some of that grant in my electorate. I can 
assure him that it is urgently needed, and I 
hope he will give the matter the considera
tivn he promised. 

Question put and paSoed. 

RESD~IPTJOXS. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \V. N. Gillios, lo"ucham): I beg to 
lllOYe-

" That £518.000 be granted for ' Re
sumptions.' " 

Question put and passed. 

LAXD SETTLEo!EXT. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon W. N. Gillies, Eacham): I beg to 
move-

" That £55,200 be granted for 'Land 
Settlement.' " 

Question put and passed. 

[Jl11·. Costello. 

P"CBLIC ESTATE DIPROVE1IEXT. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \V. K. Gillios, Eacham): I beg to 
1110Y8-

" That £20,570 be granted for 'Public 
E~tato ln1provement.' " 

Question put and passed. 

FORESTRY OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. X. Gillies, Eacham): I beg to 
rnovo-

" That £30,000 be granted for 'Fores
try Office.' " 

),lr. TAYLOR (Winrlsor): There is a reduc
tion of £12.000 in this vote, and I would like 
to know if the activities of the Forestry 
Office are being curtailed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:'\DS 
(Hon. \Y. l\IcCormack, ('airns): \Ve did cut 
down the Yoto, but wo decided to restore it 
to the full amount. It would have meant 
breaking up the organisation of the office if 
vce had k<'pt our Estimate down, and I have 
inducc•d the Treasurer to agree> to restore the 
amount to enable us to continue the same 
organi~,Hion as previously. 

Question put and passed. 

IRRIGATIOX A'D "~.VATER S"GPPLY C'OThDIISSION. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

(Hon. \Y. N. Gillies, Eachant): I beg to 
lllOYC-

" That £281,210 be granted for ' Irri
gation and \Vater Supply Commission.' 

::\Ir. PETERSON (Tormanb1J): I would 
like to draw the }Ylinister's attention to a 
fault in regard to the channelling in the 
irrigation area. I an1 not finding fault, but 
more!,· _,-ish to pre1·ent "hat will be a costly 
miitakc. In the channelling work going on 
in the Dawson area the earth excavated from 
the channels is being pqt right on the edge 
of the channch, and with the very first heavy 
\\·oathcr the whole of that earth will silt back 
again. The practice followed in dam. sinking 
is to cart the excavated earth a constderable 
distance from the cdgo of the dam. The 
earth cxca .-a ted from the channels i'n cun
nedion with tho i\,1urrumbidgee scheme was
taken a considerable distance away, so that 
it \muld not silt back again. It is no good 
denying that these things occur. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It is a 
matter for the Commissioner. I don't know 
anything about channelling. 

Mr PETER SON: Thoro are a lot of 
things which the Minister will admit ought 
to be kno\Yn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : If I 
did that work, I would want the salary the 
Commissioner is getting; I would not be 
here. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PETERSON: I admit that, if we 
want practical men to run these State under
takings in the interests of the whole of the 
State, they are being badly paid at the pre
sent salaries. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I should 
vay that if Mr. Partridge is doing \Yrong 
he is not fit for his job, but you mu;t show 
that he is wrong. 
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Mr. PETERSON : I am only giving the 
-statement made to me. 'What I am con
cerned about is that the whole of the cost 
-of that inigation work has to be charged 
to the settler. Therefore, in order to a void 
any superfluous charge from being put on 
th sottkr. I thiuk the matter should bG 
brought before the Commis,ioncr. l\Ir. Part
ridge is n, first-class 1na:n. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Vhy 
·don't you talk to him about this? 

Mr. PETERSON: It is not my duty to 
go into his office and toll him these things. I 
am representing the sett!Prs in the N ormanby 
electorate. vVo arc "sked to Yote a certain 
sum of money, and it is the function of mem
bDrs of Parliament to bring up these ques
tious hero. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : You 
know my position. l\lr. Partridge is a highly
paid officer in charge of the undertaking. 
How can I tell him he is doing anything 
'Hong'? I a m not comp0tont to tell him. 
'The political head is not competent to tell an 
t'ngineer ho\v to pcrforn1 h1::-> \York. 

"'>fr. PETERSON: There is no engineering 
about this at all. It is simply a matter of 
exc,n.ttions taking place in channels and 
the earth being put on the side of the drains. 
\Vith the first wet weather it will all go back 
again. :'\Iilos and miles of this excavation 
ar(' t'J be gone ou with. I nn1 ju~t a~ anxiou~ 
to sPc tlw of that ~chomo as the hon. 
geutJen1an bccapse I an1 an irrigationist, 
but I do 11ot vvant to see any of the OYerloading 
that has takcu place in COJmection with Inker
mcta in connection with this settlement. I 
am not in a position to give advice. 

The SI:CRE1'ARY FOR PcBLTC LAxns: The 
·Corn111issjon8r has be,~~n on tbese scttl ~ment,, 
all hi;; life. He ought to know the right 
method. He wns thr>re last week, and he 
has just returned. \Ve must put our con
fidence in him. I certainly cannot chock 
him in these things. It wm:l!d be the worst 
sort of political interference if I started to 
tell him how to make irrigation drains. 

Mr. PETERSON: It may savour of poli
tical interference, but we see from the report 
on the Inkerman irrigation area the other 

day that Mr. Partridge practically condemned 
in toto the work of ::VIr. Eklund, the pn:vious 
eng-Jne"r. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : He may 
come under the criticism of some futurD 
-engineer. 

Mr. PETERSON: I have said already 
that I do not want to make a noise about 
the thing other than to protect the settlers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: He will 
read what you say in " Hansard." 

J\Ir. PETERSON: I do not think he will 
read it. Ho is far too busy to read " Han
sard." I believe that the Minister picked 
the right ma.n in Mr. Partridge, and I hope 
that the information I have received is not 
·corrrct. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I am rather 
surprised at the Minister's attitude with 
regard to the statement of the hon. member 
for Normanb•:. The hon. member is not 
asking the Mi"nister to tell the engineer how 
to do his job, but is simply voicing the 
<:>omplaint that has been made to him. All 
he is asking the Minister to do is to pass it 
on t<J Mr. Partridge. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LANDS: Suppose 
Mr. Partridge told me that the statement is 
absolutely wrong? I ntust acr_;ept his stute
rnents. 

Mr. 'l'.A YLOR : The Minister said that the 
hon. member for Normanby should have 
gone to Mr. Partridge. I think a complaint 
like that should be sent on to Mr. Partridge 
by the Minister. 

The SECRET AllY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : A thing 
like this has nothing to do with my depart
ment. 

Mr. TAYLOR: One item which I am 
pleased to see is the grant of £5,000 to 
local authoritie· for small water conservation 
schccme,.. l hopP that amount "·ill continue 
i·o gro'"~ i11 the future in connection with 
tJw::;c ir::.·iga t1 oa propo:- -ds. 

Mr. MORGAN (JluTilla): If the criticism 
of hon. members is not convoved in some 
way to departmental officers it "is useless to 
g"t up and criticise. 

'Ehe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Criti
cism on political matters. 

Mr. ::'viORGAN: On matters pertaining 
to all work carried out by the Government 
-it may not be political. ThD remarks of 
the hon. member for Normanby bring to my 
mind what occurred at one time in Victoria 
in connection with the construction of chan
nels. In the first work thev did there they 
just dug the soil out and pit~hed it alongside 
the gutter, and in the first hcaYy rain which 
cc1me along all the soil fD!l back !nto _the 
drain. I was a member of the trust m wh1ch 
it happened. \Ve wore supposed to have 
one of the best engineers for work of that 
dcs~ription. \Yhen a dam was constructed 
in Victoria, under the specifications the soil 
had to be remoyed to a distance of 16 feet 
from the side of the dam in order to stop the 
'oil during heavy rain from re-entering the 
clam which had been constructed. The same 
thino- applies to these irrigation channels. 
If ,~·hat the hon. member for Normanby 
n•entions has taken place in the Dawson 
Y alley, it is similar to what happened at 
c ne time in Victoria in connection with the 
c ·JDstl·uction of similar drains for the supply 
of water. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L•NDS: Judging 
by the photographs of the channels in the 
irrigation area, it is true. 

:VIr. MORGAN: If it is true, the Minister 
n1ust achnit that, when rain con1es, it is 
likely to wash the soil back into the channel. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Not if 
the grass grows. 

Mr. MORGAN: It may take years for 
couch grass to grow on it and bind it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
chief danger is from yabbies. 

:VIr. :\1'0RGAN: Rain may come a f<Jrt
night or a month after the soil has been 
rornoved. They will then have to go alo!lg 
the channels and clean them all out agam. 
I am surprised that a man with Mr. Part
ridge's experience is allowing this to ;lap
pen. I think the information must be more 
or less correct. His attention should be 
specially drawn _to. the matter, so. t!'at he 
will be able to mtimato whether It IS true 
or not and, if it is true, he should let us 
know -~·hether or not the rains will have the 

}1-ir. Morgan.] 
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effect of ea using the soil to re-enter the chan
nels. There ha" been a lot of money wasted 
in other places in this respect. A similar 
thing happened in Victoria, and we had to 
pay for our experience there. vV e do not 
want these mistakes to occur in connection 
with tlw channelling in the Da.\Yson \1 allo~Y. 

Mr. DEACON (CunninghrLJn): I disagree 
with the hon. member for :l\:ormanby and 
the hon. member for Murilla. (Laughter.) 
The Commissioner may have very good 
reasons for having tho soil put close to the 
edge of the channels. (Hear, hear !) I 
have seen drains where the soil was put close 
to the edges purposely, and it may be that 
in this case it was clone to protect tho irri
gati0n channel. 

At 4 p.m., 

The ClL\liUL\:\: Cncl:•r th0 prm·i,ions 
of St~lnding Onlt:r Ko. ~07, and o: tJlc Sc3" 
~imutl Order agT~'f'd to Ly the IJou;:;o on 
J.Rth OctohN, [ shall now proceed tD put 
the Zor the YOt0 under eonsidcra · 
tion; the r;:·n::tining· LJ..:l\'Oi~~~l for the 
Department of Public Lai1cls; the balance 
rcmninin,.: nnvotcd fro·_n the Loan Fund; 
th(' Su:ndcmcntarv E~timnt-:s, Revenue. 
1922~23: '· ·supp](~llH~~ntar,\' E--timatP''·, rrru~t 
Fnncls. 1922-23: Supplrn10ntnry E~tlrrwte~, 
Loan Fnncl. 1922-23; and the Vote of Crcd;t 
on account 1924-25. 

Question-That £231.210 be pranted for 
'Irrigation and \YatPr Supply {~orrnni:;:sion · 
put ancl pao,_,cd. 

The follo\Yin~; itcnl'3 \'\'! n then put nnd 
passed :---

" DL1 partrncnt nf PEhli L:1.nds (b;_tlan'"~ 
of ,-ot<e), £496,000; 

"Lonn Fun cl E. ti:11<:t,: (ba1ancC! nf 
notes\, £2.394.517; 

:' 8t1p~:k···Jr-nt ,n.' E~ti-._nntfs. Rcycnuc, 
1822-23, 08173,6~'] Q.;_ 1d.; 

"8up:)ll'nl~'l1t::rv V-tlmntf';:;. Trust 
Funds, 1922-23. £3·J-1,6 'J 3s. Sd. ; 

"Supnh'lnnntnl'\' F-.:tirn ltC'c;, Lcnn 
Fund, 1~<2-23, ,,C216.0t2 1'. 4J.: 

"Vote of Credit ou acunnt 1924-25, 
£2.50J.OOO." 

Tho HonsL' n•sumecl. 
The CH.\nt::.L' ~r n'l \oi·tr'd tl1:1t the Cmr1n1itteo 

had ccrno to certain re;;:;olution3. 
Th0 rch-1l'l1Tli io-1 nf ilH' Comn1ittre \Yas 

mat1o an Order c.I the Day for to-molTO\V. 

RECEPT!O); OF RE~OLUTTOXS 

The SECRET.\HY FOR AGIWTLTL'RE 
(I-Iool. \Y. :\. Gillico. I:ac/ill/11): I bep; tn 
/llOYC-

"That the resolutions be rocciYoll 
to-morrow.'' 

Quc>tion pnt and pa"crl. 

QUESTTO:\S. 

G.n\XT FOR PPICELY -FE\H Dr' TRCCTTO::-.: OX 
nnCJOL ).1AG \ZEE RESERYE. 

HoN. W. 1-L BAR~ES, in the absence of 
Hr. Pct-rrson (,Tormrmby), asked tho Secr<'
r •r:.· fo-- Public Lands-

" L vY .s the snm o: £350 allotted hy 
his dcp~rtmcnt abont the year 1914 for 
"tlH~ lHHlV' <-' of rll stro~·ing: prirk ly-pear 
on the Bajool :VIa gazinc H.escr-:e? 

[Mr. JJlorgan. 

"2. \Yas this amount exJWndcd m such 
destruction ? 

"3. If not the full amount. how much. 
o£ the £350 grar:t was ISO expended?" 

The SECHETARY FOR PUDLIC LA~DS 
(T:-lon. \Y. ~1eL'orrnack, Cairns), rcp.i(•cl--

,, i i\o. 

"2. and 3. See answer to i'\o. 

PRoPoS.\LS oF J or;.;T CATTLE CmnnTTH ~<:-;]). 
Cou;.;crL oF ~-\omccLTcnE r:-< HE :IlEAl' 
1:-;DCSTRY. 

Mr. EDWARDS (~Vanango) asked the 
s~crctar.Y for _\griculturo~-

"1. \Ycrc thP proposals of the Joint 
Cattlf' t e (n 1llTsentir!g the cattle 
O'>'dH'r. Qn~'eus:aud and 1he C<",.luncil 
of Ap;r'culture) for the bettcrnwnt of 
th, -l :)nditions in tlw rncnt industry eub
ruitt, d for his GJJproval? 

"2. Did he di~approvc of such pro
po.sals; and, if ~o. for \vhat reason': 

"3. b it the intention of the Govcrn
mr'nt to intrnc~uce ]P'.\i:dation to giYf' 
effect to the:-;c JHO/_JOsals, and, if ~o, 
when?" 

'lhc SECHETARY FOR .\GRIC'FL'l'CRE: 
(H~n. \Y. :\. Gillic-, H<tcllfu) n•pliccl-

': 1. Yes. 

"2. and 3. ~o, bnt the s,,]icitor
Gt'IlPraJ, c.1 the 4t!l oi ~\u~n~L callPd' 
attc~n1ion 1"1} s"rious Con:,tittltiollt1l dift[. 
eulties. r:!_'hc lJl{J t il11L)(Jl't:u~t of thc<Se· 
·was that the prorws:1l; if Pmhodit'd in 
legislation, could not affcrt. the nll<)lutc 
fre-\don1 of intcrstut~' trade. co:nmerce. 

intcrcour~e ,:;:ccur ·d L•.\T se ':hem 92' 
tho Fccl<•ra 1 Con;·titntion, aJ:d that 

the proposyd t;x would not npply to· 
intcr~ta to trflnsaction~. L'YC'11 in C'L:"t:'S 

where tlw cattle "·ou1d not lw required 
by the transaction to k·1.-e th0 State." 

LEGISLATJOX T::l ::VlAKE I'Wl1'1 ICJX fOR \VATER 
S-cPPLlES Fl.H~ SETTLEW3. 

Mr. ED\VARDS (.Tanrmr;o) asked the 
Sccrdarv for l'ubl ic I mcls--

" Rrf 1_Trlng to th.-:- \\ r:t0r ~upply sch0n1c 
for pro~.-i~~on of ('CI.·nnnlnlll \Yatcr supn}]p,:;; 
and for provi:;;ion of ,._ ater supplies for 
ind;\·idnal sctt}pr;;;, wl1ich \YaS lat0h di,:
ClF -d bY and rc<'Pin·d the apy)royal 
of tbC' C:.:uncil cf .t\p-l·iculture, is it the 
iPh'n1-i~n of the GoYc-rnn10nt. to int:·nduce 
]Pgi;;;lution to §tiYC' t•ffl'c>t to this ~ r:hrme 
duriGg the present ~~.jon?)' 

The SEC'HETARY FOR Pl~13LTC L.'.:\DS 
(Hon \Y. IIIcCormack, Ccu:rns) replied-

'· The Bill is rudy antl "-ill be posscd 
nrxt "'( s;;:ion." 

AYER\GE C'OST OF SLAt"GllTERJXG AXD RETAJL
IX>.)- IX STATE J31JTCI1ER!E~. 

Mr. ED\YARDS (Nmwnr;o) asked the 
Secretary for Public \Vorks--

,, Can he furnish particular of the 
aYcrA Q.'C co~t in the State hutrhrr f'hOfb 
rwr 100 lb. of hecf for slaug-ht<'ring and 
retaillr~g ?" 
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The SECRETARY FOR PT)BLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Jiackay) replied--

" Yes." 

RAILWAY RouTE FRmi CAsiXO ro 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon) 
Secretary fo1· H.ailways-

KILLARXEY. 

asked the 

" 1. Has his attention been dra···' n to 
the proposed visit of a New South Wales 
Parliamentary party to inspc··'t the rail
wav route from Casino to Killarney, 
arr'iving at Killarncy on 4th :\"ovcmber 
next? 

'' 2. :Have any arrangement·:; b,•en rnade 
for representatiYcs o£ _the Govcrnrncnt to 
1nect this party with a vic\V to encourag
ing th" oonstructiQn of this railway? 

" 3. Is he aware of the advantages this 
line would provide in the opening- up of 
markets for the produce of the Darling 
DownB and Granite Belt?" 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombo, Krppel) r•plicd-

" 1. No inti1nation has been received 
by the Railway DepartiTICllt regarding 
this matter. 

"2. and 3. See No. 1." 

DE:\TAL, OPTICIAKS. ,A-:\'D PHAmiACY 
BILL. 

L>ITIATIO)f. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \V. )J. Gil,}t_'s, Eacham): I bl·g to 
rnove-

"That the House will, at its noxi 
si~ting, resolve itself into a Con;mittcA 
of tho ·whole to consider of the ucsirc. blc
r.css of introdnc\ng n Bill to amend the 
Dental ~'>et of 1902, the Opticiar::s Act 
of 1917. and the Pharmacv Act of 1917 
111 e-0rtain partiC'ulars.'' ~ 

Question put anJ !)aPsed. 

PRICKLY-I'E:AR LAXD BILL. 

I:"ITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS 
(Hon. vV. McCormack, Cairus) : I b2g to 
lnorc-

" That the House \Yill, at its next 
silting, resolve itself into a Con•J<cittcr~ 
of the Whole eo consider of the clesir:lblo
""''' of introducing a Bill to ma.ko bdter 
provision for ihe ndministration of lands 
infested with prickly-pear withi.~ the 
State, and f0r other conscqucntir,l 
purposes.'' 

Quc·tion put and passed. 

FRUIT MARKETING ORGANISATIOX 
BILL. 

I )[I'riATION. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT1.JRE 
IHon. IV. N. Gillir:s, Eaeharr): I be!', to 
rnove-

" That the House will, at its ,,cxt 
sitting~ resolve 1·t~e1f into a Con11r:iHro 
of ihe vVhole to comidor of the dcsir:• 'Jle
r:c:<:<s of introclueing a. Dlll to provide for 
1he on:;anisation of the marketing of 
Qun0nsland fntit." 

Que>tion put anri pa~wd. 

MEAT I::-i"DUSTRY E.\"CnURAGKvlE::-i"T 
BILL. 

SECOli"T! READDiG .. 
The SECRETARY FOE AGRICLiLTGRE 

(Hon. W. N. Gillle>g, E'ucham) : Then' will 
r.ot bf· a very gn'u i. deal of difference of 
cpinion about this measure, particular!:.- when 
l romind the House that it is rE.t:ly vat of 
a I•'edcral scheme, agreed to by the repre
sc'ni:atives of the industr_;, themselves, sitting 
in conference on 19th and 20th September ]aet 
year. I-Ion. men1bor-: \vho ,,ere prt!t:CEt at 
the conference ar0 familiar with the uis
cussion, which resulted in a Federal 1'vJeat 
Ach·isory Boar-d anc! a State :Heat Adviwry 
Board bPing appointed. This Bill is to 
ratify the decision arrived at at that con
ic'rr."uce. There ser_~ms to be sorne coufusion 
in tht: minds of :sorne peorJlo as to the con
ncct(on between thu scheme in the Di:J and 
enother scheme submitted to the Go\'c,·nment 
by the Council of Agriculture as th•.· result 
of soyeral conferences in QuccnslawJ, par
iic11lar!y the conference held at Roma, where 
ccrtair~ resolutionJ. 'A"Cre pa.-: ,ed, and, ::ts the 
rcsnJt of subsequent ronforenc~~s with a sdccr. 
comcnittee of ~he Council uf Agriculture. 
'I'h,It schctne was entire! v diiferent. It ha.d 
f.;r it' object t.ho marketin~ of muat or 
ecttlc•. This scheme has for its obj.r·t the 
nr0;anication of a purely advisory body, and 
is ..,,bat can be refeJTcd to lis Mr. Rodbers's 
schcrne. 

I wish to .show the attitude that I took 
up with regard to Uw question at tho confer
f'nce in Melbourne. I pointed out then tha.t 
:-orncthing 1norc thnn an advi"~ory scheme was 
necessary, and I also pointed out that no 
State scho11e could bo of air.- advantage 
hecaU"8 of constitutional difficu!t.jr • a nu 
bccausf' the industry was a.n Australi.,n-·, ide 
industry. Amongst other thing-;, I urged on 
the ccnfcronce, pal'ticLJlarly on the chaiL.lan. 
:u,·. Rodgers, the ,..;sdom of the confer<mce 
fulJy considering iho schern" which :.1 r. 
lVIa~~ey brought In Jn New Zealand, '.vhero
lw created a Board t<J control the whole of 
the export of meat. I pointed out Lhat, if 
thie State, which is the la.rgcst cattle-pro
dueing St1te in tho Coinn1oawealth, did 
anything in the ·way of mark..._,ting nH~at or 
ccntrol!ing- prices of meat, our actions wonlc! 
conflict \Yith section 92 of the Commonwealth 
Constitution. At that conference I g1wted 
scnH} of ~J:r. 11-Tass(~v's r01narks when i1ltro
du(_·ing the Bill wh·;c.h bccan1c la1v ~n Nev.r 
Zc .land in Februarv. 1922. Those rcma.rks 
can be quoted in th'is Chamber p<>rtinlarly, 
l <'cause. \i hile this advisory scheme might 
bo d advantage with regitrd to new markets 
and giving aclvie--. gcncrn1Iy, the yarious 
Sta.tes of the Cornrncnwealth still reel th1t.. 
if the indu,try is going to be placed on a 
::;ound foot.ing, sorne ~1u:;o co-operative
n:arkcting scheme IfJUSt be cvol•tl1·d; arh1 e-n'n 
~.hat .scheme, as is the cas,~ wiLh Mr. l\:TR'¥'~~y's 
schen1e. Innst involv~ a n1easnre of rmnpvl
sion. It is all very fine to talk abo,lt the· 
f<"eNlom of the individual to do as he likes< 
and in the next breath tr> ta.!k <lbont eo
cperation. You cannot hoxc both. ?.1r. 
Jowctt cightly pointed out at that' conference
that. in his opinion-which should earr:, 
ccn~idcrablo ~~vcight ~on1iTI'2,' fron1 such an 
indiYiduali~t-the ti1ne bad arrivcrl ~n tho 
hhLory of this greed· Con1monwealth v hr>n 
iho tlefaulter '"ho wanted to eta.c· outsid•: 
of a. voluntary s-che~ue fllld n 1 rciv0 ;he' full 
bcncfi1s witho{Jt taking the responsibilities
just the same as a ''scab" worker cndPa
;'ours to remain out'li-de a un1on and obtain 

lion. W. N. Gillies.l 
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all tho advantages-that individuctl should 
be s!ibjoct to some fMm of com;oulsion by the 
Government to compel him to fall into lino 
,_·ith any great co-operative markciin)! 
schenw that might be brought forward. At 
th~t conference I quotcu Mr. j,iassoy, when 
introducing his Bili, as sa•. ing-

,; During the discussion, I, or someone 
eho. expressed :he opinion that it was 
a pity that we could not go bade to 
something like the commandeer which 
was in cxistcnc.; in \var ti1ne, and ~-on1e 
of the n1cmbo•"·s 'vho have since been 
rnon1bors of the con1mittoe askod 1nP 
\,rhethcr, if the./ ,(jrc\v up a report making 
Eugge~tions to gc ; oYer the prc..:cmt diffi
cultv and on d1c lines of the corn· 
marldocr, I \Vou1n be ·.villlng to cOIJ.·,ider 
1r. I oaid I would. I th::wkcd them fo:· 
tho suggestion rtnd asked thorn to g-et. to 
\IOl'k as soon as possible, and they did." 

'The Bill was tho result of that suggcotion. 
I quoted Mr. Ma3soy further-

" The Act, which is call,,d the J'viea'O 
Export Control Act of 1922, l'lrl)owors 
th<· Doard-

(a) To direct and control all export 
~nJes und :Ji.11pn1cnt uf =-"Jc\v Z(:aland 
frozen mcu,r, :of the 1921~22 ~cnsoL' 
output, and fo1.: such periods thcr;;:~~ 
after as .-hall be duterminod; 

(b) To take cor,twl of all nwa'; 
derived from stock slaughtered for 
export as soon a<;J it is plac0d in the 
frcPzing· ch~nnbers in good and rn"l'-
f'hnntable c •)r·1~ition 1Jnd &'5 

rcquireu t' thu Boaru. rna:v 
fro1n time to tlrn0, a•s it 
able, decide as to a1.1y cla:---· or 
of such mont which it: will not uccc~pt 
n.s suitable for CXllOl't." 

I think )Ir. ::.\1as~~cy wa~ \Yi8c in rr:.--ognising. 
as l1c c,·identlv di6, that iho tiwl~ had 
C\rrivcfi when tho ' xportcr should uot }yo 
allowed to send a.ny old thing to the London 
1na rkot or to fo~.·cign n1arkct8 where \VU 
de.,ire to build up a reputation. He there· 
fure created a Boar cl on '' 11ich iho rnvducor~1 
":·,·ere don1inant, and gave Lhorn po\-vor to say 
tlutt not 1 oz. of mpat could go frorr' "cw 
z, aland unlPos thev were satisfied ihat it 
wu' right up to tho quitlity they .ksircd 
and C'Dn1plicd ·with Elll the condition3 ns to 
quality and other things C\oential in connec· 
tion with an export trade, so that the ootl 
name of New :6oaland would not be injured 
by any exporter for hi:5 own gain. l ,'!tatccJ 
at the conference-

" A Board snoh as that constitntcd in 
Now Zealand should reprc,ent the pro
ducers. The producers should sco that only 
tho best of meat went on to the London 
market. In this wav we would retain 
the good name that 'wo ha.ve or endea
vour, as one delegate said, to improve 
that which we have at the present time. 

"'The conditions of the New Zealand 
Ad continue-

(c) The Board fr:om time to time 
asses·..- the no:t value of the n1t•at 
delivered into st:ore at the worb. The 
Government, through the Bo;Hd. to 
advance to thC' o~tvrJer a norcontagc, t() 

be agreed upon, of such r!et value, with 
recourBe against tho person from whom 
such advance is made, and in addition 
to advance such sums as will oover 
charges for slaughtering, freezing, 
bagging, railage, putting f.o.b., freight, 

insurance, cxcha.nge. anci all IJV0rscas 
siorage and s01ling charges, takiu~. as 
security stor•J 1.-varrants, bills of lhding, 
er other documents of title. 

All by~produds to remain the uncon· 
twlled propettc· o [ the owner of the 
stock slaughtered for export, who may 
make such arrangement as he tllinks fit 
y,ith freezing compa.nic~ or othur> in 
regard to samo. 

(d) 'Tho Board to make, sales of 
n1oat f.o.b. or c.i. f. or to c.oG~ig1: 
:rncat for sale ovors• ::ts at its .di~,:retion, 
according to v:hat it con~·iders to bo in 
the best interE'it> of pr:otlucers. 

(c) 'To ncgoti :te ffeig-ht contracts and 
freight arrang·t·Jnonts for the ov·•rs(.as 
carrla.go .of fr'J:on n1eat. ~o con~ract 
to be entered into until approYcXl b:; 
the Governrrwnr ." 

I pointc•d out with regard to the question of 
frei,e:ht-Dnd I an1 satisfied every ruornber 
agreed with me-that a board, constituted as 
I\ fr. l\Iasscv ha rl constituted it in :N cw Zea· 
land, to sp;•ak for the \Yhol0 of th exporters 
of Aw tra 1 ia. .,~ould b'.' a hle to go to the 
shipping lines-not go cap in hand aflking the 
GoYcrnrnont to use thPir iuflut'neo-hnt to go 
aEd .::ay, '' \Yn arc the sole PxportC'r~, and 
our price for frolght is so nluch." rrbe titno 
is past \Yhcn one part~1 should dictate what 
the conditions should b·~. That condition of 
affaii'S oxi2tcd years n go with regard tJ tho 
'~·orkcr; but the work0r hns nO\Y :--,onlo say as 
to Y'hat \\·ages n.nd conditions hc shall \?ork 
unclcr. If tho council fixed n price, the~r could 
: 1~· to n :-,hipping line, "\\~0 are sati~flcd 
that :-,uch-and-~nch a fn•ight is a n•asonnblc 
frc:ght, and we ask you io considc>1' that, 
othfT1.Yiso we \vill havo to consider the 
advisability of having our own boats." Thut 
is an in1portant power that v.a~ plc1r d. in 
the hands of the board under the Ma;oey 
scheme. 

I referred the marketing scheme brought 
forward by the Council of AgTiculture to 
the Solicitor~Gencral, Mr. \Yebh. v;ho pointed 
out, as I did, the constitutional difficulties 
which faced tho State undc1· the scheme. 
While the scheme brought forward by the 
Council of Agriculture would be a very good 
ono if the constitutional difficulties could be 
ovorcon1P, they cannot be ov·rrcorno b=,· any 
State scheme, though the:·· could be over
com3 if the Commonwealth Government 
acted on the sugg~c,tions I made on that 
occ8sion. I am not nutking any comparison 
bc•twcen the t;vo schemes. There seems to 
be some confusion in the minds of men out· 
side in relation to the s·oheme for marketing 
hrought fonnard by the Council of Agricul
ture and tho organising schcrno on1bodied in 
the Bill of \Yhich I am moying the ,ccond 
reading-. 1\Ir. \Yebb, i11 dealing ;yith the 
marketing scheme put fonYard by the Council 
of AgJiculture, said this-

" Briefly the proposals are-
(1) That a cattle board be <>mpowered 

to fix a minimum price for stock for 
slaug~hter; this price to vary with cost 
of oroduction. 

(2) 'That the board be empowered to 
impose a percentage tax on sales of 
cattle in Queensland. 

(3) 'That although the board is to be 
elected only by g-raziers owning 100 
or more head, the tax be paid by dairy 
farmers O>Yning less than 100 head. 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 
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(4) That the tax be applied inter alia 
to reimbursing losses incurred by cattle 
vnd n1cat exporters. 

(5) That butclwrs and slaughtcrers 
be licensed by the board and keep 
arcounts of purchases. 

(6) That the penalty for breach of 
Lgulations be £50 or double the levy." 

Mr. vVebb also says this in regard to the 
schcnw-

" These> propcsals, if cm bodied in legis
lation. could not affect the absolute 
frf)C'donl of intc•rst~tc tradl'. comrncrce. 
nnd intrrcourse secured by section 92 of 
the Federal Constitution. 

" The proposed tax would not apply to 
interstate transactions, eYon in cases 
where the ca.ttlc would not bo required 
by the transaction to l0a.ve the Shto." 

This is important. That is to say, the tax 
propo"'d to be levied under this scheme 
would not be imposed on interstate transac
tions. Mr. vYebb goes on to say-

" And, of course, the 1ninimum price 
could be fixed only for local sales." 

That is to say, if somo busirwss man came to 
Queensland and made a purchase. he woulJ 
not be subjecl~ to any levy that the local State 
Board propo··ed to impose on all cattle within 
the State. That practically de,troy. cl the 
scherrw so far as a State levv was concerned, 
and so far as interstatn contracts "ere con
cornr>d. Th0 n1inin1U111 p1·iro can only be 
fixed for local sales. The Council desired 
to fix a pricr for all meat produced in 
Queensland. Mr. \Vebb further states-

" ::\>Iacarthur v. Queensland. 29 C.L.R., 
530 at 545 and 549. 

"This moans that t.ho whole burden 
of the proposal-the tax and the mini
mum price-woLdd indirectly fall on local 
coneumcrs." 

It was not the do.ire of the Board only to 
impogc a tax on the Qtwcn~land consumer. 
What they proposed to do was to orp;ani '~"" 
the meat industry of Queensland m as to be 
able to fix the price for the whole product, 
and to put a levy on the whole of the products 
to reimburse tho3o who lost by exporting the 
surplus 

Mr. TAYLOR: That is the wholcsak price? 

Th8 SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes. 

Mr. EnwARDS: 
Ag1iculture write 
opin1un? 

Did not the Council of 
an explanation on that 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes 

Mr. EDWARDS: They did not agree with 
the opinion, did thC\y? 

The SECRETARY FOR. AGRICULTURE: 
They did not agree with the legal opinion of 
Solicitor-General, but. I am not going to 
accept the Council of Agriculture ao a legal 
authority. Their knowle·dge of the industry 
may bo vary groat, but on a legal question 
I am compelled to accept th · opinion of the 
Solieitor-General. If the Council of Agri
cultC~re had obtained the opinion of an 
erninent eounse1-not an ordinarv lawver 
practising in Brisbane-and he had diffe~·ed 
from the Solicitor-General, then I ><ould 
have gone further into the legal aspect of 
tho que,tion. I have not done so. I expres,e-d 
an opinion in Melbourne on the constitutional 
difficulties long before the Council of Agri
culture put forward their marketing scheme, 

1923-6 D 

and I suggested that the Commonwealth 
should do whrtt the f'ounci! of Agriculture 
desired the States to do. 

I wish to sav just" a few words in regard 
to the Bill itself. It is no use wasting too 
much time in its elaboration, because it is 
a Hill on >Yhich there will not be any great 
difference of opinion, as it is sirnply carrying 
.>ut a promise th,tt I made and th,tt the 
Prrmicr JnacL to enact an~;· ConHtlOll\Yealth 
'cb me which would have for its object the 
betterment of the meat indu>'try. IV e pro
Hti~cd tfwt such a :;;chPme would havo tho 
support o[ the Qtwonsland Government. A 
Federal Bill was dmfted and submitted to 
all the cattl·c-producing States in the Com
mon\\ l'alth, and I am pleased to say tlmt 
(.J,.tccnsJand is the first of those States to intro
duce the Bill. The Bill will become law by 
proclamation. \Vhat I moan is that. Jf the 
other States do not keep their part of the 
contrnct, and if the Commonwealth recedes 
from its idea, it will be no use Queensland 
putting this Bill in operation. 

Mr. T,\YLOR: If the Commonwealth stands 
out and some of tho other States disagr·ee, 
wlrat then? 

'l'hc SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTuRE: 
I am satisfied that Queensland will uot stand 
out if sufficient of the other States agree. 
The Bill will be broughi· into op~ration by 
proclamation is soon as there i3 a reae,on:-tble 
chance of making it cfTt~cti,Tc. The scheme 
was ovo!.Yed last year at a very large and 
important conference. 

Briefly, the scheme provides for the creation 
of an Australian 1\fca t Council. The func
tions of the Council ar0 ndYi5orv. The"" arc 
to aclvise the Federal Gcwernme'i,t on c'xport 
~nd otlwr matt,.,r, affecting th·o industry. 
A State Meat Advisory Board will also be 
coustitutod. I have appointed that Board in 
acco1 clar.c<> with the promise I made. The 
Board will hold office for .omo time after the 
Bill bccomc>s law. Its functions will bo to 
advise the l\1ini~tcr, act as the agent of the 
Australian Council; making levies and 
U':)St'S.'Jincnts, and d 'al \Vith rncasures ''Chi eh 
rnay be ,decn1cd necessary to incrLase produc
tion, the improvement of methods in the 
industrv, standardisation, etc. The rnaxi
mum lcvv ·,,-ill bo ld. a head for cattle and 
ono-sixth of a penny a head on sho:•p, with a 
minimum of 100 head in the c~se of largo 
Clock and 500 sheep. Owners of loss than 100 
cattle and 500 sheep or less will not hav·e a 
vote or be taxed under this scheme. It is 
bolieyecl tha.t the maximum levy will not be 
noccs,arv, or that it will not b· necessarY 
to n'&k~' a levy every year. Fifty stock
mvners ha.vo the P01' er to demand a poll 
before a second le.vy is madP. I insisted on 
that clause mvself. It is n"cessarv to make 
a levy to carry on as soon as t~ho Bill comes 
into operation. ~o fnrther lc>vy will be 
made unlce ·: the poll, if demanded b~, fifty 
otockowrwro, is taken and th<' majority of the 
stockowners decide on a levy. 

Mr. T.\YL,1R: .Aro those fifty '"·er the ,,·hole 
o[ the Commonwealth. or to be in one State 
only? , 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
In ono State only. The Bill provides for the 
apJ1ointmont of a first Board, which has 
already br."n appointed as a provisional 

Board. After that. elPctions 
[4.~0 p.m.] will take nhc0 for th0 appoint

ment of the Board. I think I 
might refer to the sy,;tem of voting. I did 

Hon. TV. N. Gilli.ss.] 
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Eot agrc'e altogether with the system of 
vor.ing--I thought the prin.ciplc of 0110 n1an 

one Yote should aprlly. bLlt there were strong 
arguments put up in favour of the man with 
the large herd having greater voting povver, 
and we agreed on the fol]o\ving scheme:-

Under 1,000 head of cattle or 6,000 
head of sheep-ono voto. 

On'r 1,000 and under 5.000 he<1d of 
cattle, or over 6,000 and ·under 30,000 
head of shcep-t~Yo votes. 

5,080 head of , attle or 30,000 head of 
sheep and U]»' ards~-thre" votes. 

The triennial election·. will take place upon 
a day to be appoint("] by the Board, and the 
first Board will be appointed by the GoV·'"'JJor 
in Council by notification published in the 
" Gazette." No doubt, that Board will be 
the provisional Board that has already boon 
elected. Then it is provid0d that-

" All acts done by such Board and 
appointments and elections made by it 
shall be [Llld remain valid as if this .\et 
had been iu force, and such Board shall 
be de<'mod to ha\'f; been cmJ.tituted under 
this Act. Such Board shall remain in 
office for a term to be fixed b;· the :\linis
tcr, not exceeding one yea~~ after the 
comn1oncerncnt of this ~\.et." 

That is to say, if the provisionai Board .is 
confirme ·J when the B;ll becomes law, it shall 
onlv hold ofllce for not more than twelve 
morJths, when [Ln election will take place. 

Clause 15--" l'owers of Board "-is an 
imporunt one. It roado-

" The Board may : t all times-
( a) Advise the Minister on all matters 

relating to this Act; 
(6) Act as the deputy or ag;ent of the 

Australian l . .\leat Council in the 111akin...; 
of levies anti asse.s·)n1ents! and in each 
and every 1natter in t't':::pcct of which 
the said council is mnpowered by its 
constitution to dolegat< its authority 
to the Board; and 

(c) Deal L::onerct!ly with respect to 
anv measure which it mav deen1 
neCessary to increase the proUllction of 
br;ef and mutton and theil' by-p!'Oducts, 
and to improve the methods at any 
tjrne in us0 of breeding, carrying, 
killing, cold-storing, or selling stock 
and rnco.t and other prodllcb thereof." 

Those arc briefly the powen and dutic' of 
the Board. 

Mr. TAYLOR : Does not tbe Rill deal with 
by-producb? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It does not deal with any forrr of trading. 
The relation tu the Australian 2\Ieat Council 
is that before every general election of mem
bers of the Australian ~dc•at Council the 
Board in duly constituted meeting, o[ which 
not loss than thirtv days' cle>Lr notice has 
been giv0n. shall choo8R and nominate four 
persons to L'-' its repro~entativcs upon the 
Australian Moat Council in the following 
manner:-

" (a) Those of its mmnbcrs who arc 
rrpresentat;:y~,., of the nlclt"Vi'orks lntere:-t 
shall, all of them hgether, in writing in 
a. singlL' docnmL·nt over th0lr ~cYrral 
signctturof.'", norninntc one p~?rson; anci 

"(b) Those of its n1r-n1bers ·who are 
repre,entativcs of tlw cattle interest and 

[Hon. 1L N. Gillies. 

the shec p interc>st, respectively, ~halt 
!:1-1 eh, according to their sections and in. 
like n1anner to the rL·presL'Iltative'-1 of the 
1neat'.n1rks, norninate three persons 
accorJing to tho follo\ving proportions, 
nan1ely-·the cattlr~ inten-':t, two persons; 
the bheep inte1CHL, one person." 

I do not think the1·,, is anything els,o that 
I u~ed to expound at this juncture. I do not 
anticipate that there will be much criticism 
or objection to the Bill. I admit th>tt there 
are one or two slight. alterations in the Bill 
as submitted bY the _hJ'tr.d.ian l\leat Coun
ciL It was pr·oposed in the original Bill 
that a fund should be vested in the Trcct
surer, and that the Treasurv ~houkl collect 
the money. It wets thought 'better that the 
cattlemen should coUect the rnonev them· 
sPlves. and the Agriculture Department, of 
course, ·will a~c::ist thorn in every \Yay. The 
cattlcmBn will establish their own fund in 
some be nk, to b: decided upon. The Govern
meEt really have no control in this matter 
other than to pass the Act and give effect to· 
the principles embodied, and the representa
tin•s of the industry themselves will carrv out 
tlw schcrnc. ~ 

have much pleasure in rnovjng-

" Tlm~ the Bill be now read a second 
tin1e." 

:\lr. BELL IFassifcrn): I rise to support 
the second reading of the BilL I desii·c to· 
congratulate the G-ovnnment and the :\linis
ter on introducing this nroasure-, because it 
is following out the recommendatiom that 
were made at a conference held in 
Melbourne in September last year, at which 
all the Australian States wer? reprc>sented. 

The swing of the pendulum has affected. 
all primary industries, and those of Aus
tralia, in common vvith those in other parts 
of the world, han~ felt th0 depression 
SOYerel'' rrhe responsibility rests, not only 
vvith the producer, but with the Government 
to do all that is pos ible to improv-e stock 
and affect economies in production and dis
tribution. This is dNtmnded bv the 
impoverished condition of the world to-day. 

The Government can help very consider
ab!:: in doing their bharc b_v r·· ducins rents 
and granting ch(;ap raihtgo--becau:'CJ it is of 
Ycry great in1port.ance, not only to Qucpns
land, but to all the Empire, that the meat 
industry shall be en., bled to c •.lTV on. The· 
ncD.d foLr organisation in the indu~~try is Yery 
great indeed. It is one of the ·"·orst
organised primaty industries in Australia 
to-day, and it is high time th.1t we had 
so;ne organiE.:tion which ·will link us up 
with the other States of the Common1·.C>:1lth 
-an official organisation v, hich will enabl< 
us to have so1ne conlrol of our great export 
trade. 

I might just mention some 0£ the functions 
that this Board will undertake. First of 
all, the duty of the Board will be to r'ncoJu
ago the improvement of stock. In that 
matter Australia is rather behind some of 
t)w other countries of the \YorlcL The Boo.rd 
'rill hav-e to encourage early turmng off 
and fattening; beasts will have to be turned 
off wh0n they are two and a-half years old. 
We have seen that theory applied in Arg·en
tina. our greatest ri\-al. and it has enabled 
thrm to mJrkct younger stock and get l1etter 
m·ircs in the markets of the world. It will 
;,)so be the dub of the Board and the Aus· 
tr<dian Meat Council to encourage scientific 
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investigation. \Vo have lagged behind too 
long in this matter. Doctor Leiper. who. 
I think, is one of the greatest authorities 
on parasitical diseases, says that Australia 
i;; grca tly lacking in thi::. rc:'pcct. \Ye ha vo 
tic-ks, nodules. and other pests. ·with 
eefcren~e to nodules I might .say that othor 
countries of the \:vortd nre also affiicL'd w1Ll:;. 
then1, and the~' are known as the ( )uchocerca 
group. \rYe have the •• Ouchol·erca Gibsoni," 
which attaeks our beasts but 13 not found in 
other :lart of the wo.rld. Doctor Cilento, 
of the Tropical Diseases l-Ioepital in Town,. 
YilJe. ha~ IlO\\' ~ 1 iSCOVPrt"J that this pa.ra~E0 
is spread by a fly which he calls "Tabauus 
Gerrnanicus." \Y o hnse n1ade a ~tE:l) in 
the direction of cmnha1ing· thr,A: pe~t~. \Ye 
know the came of the pans!tc and probably 
shall be able to ap]JlY a romcdy in the 
futnrf'. T'h·1 l- i.:J a 111attcr for inYPstigation, 
and I r~hink tlwn~ is a very big field ~n~,-aiting 
-Bcicntdie i 11' C~·tigators in Au.:-;t ·ali:t to-day. 
Also: it T\'ilJ 1nnkc• 1nvc..:tigations and on{'our
agc C'XpcrimPnts in dcfr,_<:.:ting. The Con1-
IT10Il\H'alth Governmc1~t haYe ('~rri('d ont 
cxperimf'nt- in Enp:lanc1 in connr·ction ';-:ith 
one process. and th0r0 i-s nl~o an electriC' 
procc>S ,,!Jich is 1Jcing cxpcrirnc•ntf'd ~"·ith 
to-clay. If a perfect system of defrosting 
is invented. i1 \Yill be of cDnf-ideraLie advan
tage to Anstralia in connection ''"lih our 
export trade. and ·~lso the Southern trade. 
which we hope to sec dl \·clDpecl to a vt~1·y 
much greater extent. 

Then it is also propcsed to establish a 
bureau of information. Stockowners of Aus
tralia can apply to the Australian Meat 
Council, and thE'Y will get Information about 
n1arkcts in other parts of the ·world, or any 
infor1nation affecting the industr:?. in Aus
tralia. It is aleo proposed to carry on propa· 
g-anda in Great Britain and in the larger 
centres of the world. and also in the East. 
\Ve have been :~eking that there should be 
some sort of prderPnce granted to us by 
Great Britain. \Ye do not expect very much 
from tho British Parliament in the way of 
direct preference. but we do S1Ho:gest that 
the report of tlw l3ridgeman Commission 
should he adoptecl. anc! that all importers of 
foods1-u-IT3 into Great Dritnin should bD 
liccn~cd, and a condition of thc•ir ljccnse 
;;houlcl be tha.t they handle a certain propor
tion of Dominion-.g-r,·v;n goods. Il 1\ ill also 
he the function of the State Boards and of 
the Australian Meat Council to advise the 
Federal and State Governments on any mat
ter· affecting the industry. 

I vvould like to draw attention to what tlw 
An tralian Meat Council has accomplished 
up tc the present time. \Ye have been suc
CC3,~ful in getting a subsidy grantcJ by the 
Fc'dcral Gove1·nmcnl on meat exported. I 
do not clairn that sub\;idies are a solution of 
Hn~ prcblen1. b'ubsidies are not ecnnomjca] 
and thev are not sound. but tho conditions in 
the indc1stry demand that something should 
be done. Fnder that sub-idy Queensland's 
ehare in 1922 amounted to £100,GOO. Then 
"·0 \YCre suc~c!'-:ful in inducing tlH' nl~at
works to I~eduf'c their treatment charges, and 
ihc shlppjng cornpanie:;; to rc'durf' the shin
ping freights. In 1913-bcforP the '';ar-the 
freight from lwre to London v :>s 9 116d. per 
lb .. v.-hile in 1922 they were as high as 1~d. 
per lb. The Australian ::Heat Council, bv its 
endeavours, has been able to get that fr~ight 
reduu'd to 1d. per lb, and we are hopeful 
tl,at the shipping companies will be induced 
stili fm·ther to reduce the freight and so 

place Australia in n position tD compote with 
other countries of the world. 

I wish now to deal with the question of 
the interstate livestock trade. ·wee have seen 
within the last few months high prices ruling 
in the South, but Queensland stockowners 
wore debarred from participating in these· 
high prices. As we know, '· Schedule S " is. 
the area in Queensland which is affected by 
ticks, and stock from that area are not 
allowed to go to the South except under con
ditions of mspcction with a three months' 
quarantine. " Schedule \V," in \<:'hich is. 
included one-third of the stock of the ::Otate, 
is free fron1 ticks. '' Schedules rr and Z " 
arc buffer areas or.(. the Darling Do·wns, and 
stockowncrs in those areas can also send their 
stock to tho South subject to certain restric· 
tions and inspections. It does not seem right 
or fair that (JueeiJsland stockowners should 
he debarred from taking advantage of high 
prices in the South. \Ve claim that with 
proper dipping and in·cpection~, when our· 
stock arc free from tick the stockowner should 
he at liberty to send their stock to New
South vVales, South Australia, or Victoria, 
pl'OYided he has a certificate from the inspec
tor at the border. \\' c have kept the area 
within " Schedule \V " free from ticks, and 
it is quite possible, by proper supervision, 
to sec that no ticks are introduced into N eY\ 
S'outh \Vales or victoria. It is proposed to. 
interview t.he rcprc,entativos of the Southern 
States and the chief stock inspectors of the 
Yarious Govcrnn1ents with reference to having, 
the':C re.;;triciion·. rcinoved} so that stock
owiwrs i11 Qucen='land. in 1in1cs of high price~._ 
"·ill be a .. ble to take lHhantage of those higit 
prices in the South. \Ye have seen stock in
Victoria bringing up to £28 a head when we 
could not get much more than £8 10s. a 
head in Bri .. ,h<l110; and in Sydney similar 
stock y;ere fetching up to £23 a head. 

Those aro some of the functions that the 
State i\1oat Board·. and tho Australian :\feat 
Council vvill carry out. I have already 
pointed out what has been accomplished, and 
I think the stockowners of Queensland will" 
be amply repaid for any small lovy that may 
be made upon them. 

I will not deal with the constitution of the 
State 2\leat Boards and of the Australian 
::Y1cat Council, as the :Ylinister covered that 
p·ourcd. ·cp to the present time the Austra
lian Meat Council has spent a sum of £9,400. 
vYhich include, an amount of £5.000 to send 
t \YO ddc g-.,tcs to the East to ascertain if there
are now markets there, and to report upon 
the p0ecibilitv of an expansion of trade in 
the East. Thev haYo alroadv visited the 
Philippines and' Japan, and they are no'"" 
comjng round via Singapore and Java, and 
shortly wo should receiYo a report as to the 
possibility of opening up trade in the East. 

It is also tho dutv of the Australian ;vleat 
Council to search for now 1narkets and tc 
accertain the conditions operating in other 
countries of the world. If vyo cannot carr >' 

011 our iudustr: in A ll5tndia cconmnically, 
then we shall either h<we to find fresh market'· 
or the industrv v;ill bo reduced to mch all 
extent that wf> shnll onl bo able to rear
liYcstork to supply our O\Yi-r internal 1narkc·s. 
v.-h-irh wi1I mean a Yerv great le".;;, not on1y 
to Queensland, but to Atutralia generally .. 

Aln. it might be necoccarc- to subsidise 
~hops in England and subsidise 80mpanies 
who will open cold stores in the East. The 
great dif!icnlh in the distribution of meat in 
the Eust is that there arc not sufiicicnt cold 

1Wr. Bell.] 
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,tores available. If the Australian Meat 
Couneil think it advisable and that it will 
assist the im!ustry in Australia, it will prob
ably .<::ub::.-;idi~e shoos and have some control
ling inf!ul~nce over~ distributing shops in other 
parts of the world. 

There have been many propositions put 
fmward for the protection of the industr.f. 
·we haH' had su~gestion of a cattle pcol. 
Pools are Y<>ry rlifticult to vvork, and the 
system v.as not feasible, and, as the Secretary 
for "\gricu!t_uro. has pointed out, it would 
no:: be const1tu11onal. 

I notice that .\r~entina has just passed an 
Act of Parliament providing that no beef 
can b" exporter! unleos the producer receives 
a minimum price. Thev realise that the 
meat companies there haV::e cole control over 
the distribution in Britain, France, and other 
countries on tho Continent of Europe, and 
they :-~ay, '" VYe will not givo you pcrn1ission 
to export this beef unless the producer is 
as~ured a minilnUln price." Argentina can 
do that, but vYe in Queensland could not 
pass Buch an Art. as it would be against the 
spirit of the Fe.ckral Constitution. 

I do not anticipate that the State Meat 
Advisory Board or the Australian Meat 
Council are going to be a complete solution 
of out difficulties. They will not be a 
panacea for rt!l our troubles-we shall have 
to do something else. It has been suggested 
to !he Premier that he should establish 
abattoirs in the Brisbane area, Hnd also in 
the Central and the Northern divisions, as 
required. I might say that we suggested 
a bigger proposition. \Ve suggested that the 
J\Ieat and Dair0- Produce Encouragement 
Act of 1893 should be re-enacted, and a levy 
I!lade on the whole of the stock of the State 
to ''nable the stockowners to acquire meat
works in the North, the Centre, and the 
South. To get over the greatest bugbear of 
the operators in Quconsland-lack of con
tinuity of operations-it was sugvc:oted b:o, the 
'tockowners that theo;c should bl' dedan'd to 
be central abattoirs for :'\orth, Centre, 
and South. However, the Premier sug
gested that there should first of all be 
abattoirs in the Brisbane area, and I 
think it is high time that abattoirs were 
established here. This is the only capital 
State in the Commonwealth that has not got 
abattoirs. There would be proper inspec
tion and supervision and the people would 
be supplied with healthy food, as the inspec
tion would be centralised. Under the present 
system we have some sixty slaughter-houses 
in and around Brisbane, and under such a 
system it is impossible to have efficient con
trol of the cattle slaughtered. Further than 
that, it is not economical, because there is a 
great deal of waste. Under a central abattoir 
sy;tem there would be a great saving in the 
by-products alone. \Ve would also suggest 
that the abattoirs should be big enough for a 
stockowner to have stock treated on his own 
account, so that, if he v. as not satisfied with 
the price he received he could either export 
his rrwat overseas or send it to the South in 
a chilled condition, as that is done in con
nection with the Metropolitan Meat Industry 
Board in New South \Vales, where they 
have ono of the finest abattoirs in the world. 
\Ve would like to see such abattoirs estab
lished in Brisbane. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: When the railway 
connection is made between Beaudesert and 
Kyogle it will be an advantage in that direc
tion. 

[Mr. Bell. 

Mr. BELL: It would be of very great 
ao' istancc if the Kyogle connection was built 
We could then send chilled beef either by 
train or boat. The proper way to tranship 
bed from the North to the South is in a 
chilled condition. People in the South would 
g·et a wholesome product, and we would 
provide work in Queensland for our work· 
men. \Vc would also treat our by-products 
-our hides and so on-and we would pro
bably have more competition, as buyers for 
thrse by-products would come here. In estab
]i,hing abattoirs I would suggest also that 
an abattoir Board should be appointed on 
similar lines to the Meat Industry Board of 
l\cw South \Vales, which is a Board of three. 
There they have control also of the sale
yards, and I think that "uch a Board should 
lwYe control of the saleyards in Queensland, 
bee a use we look upon the saleyards as a 
public utility. 

I hope that the Bill will pass, because it 
will place in the hands of the producers in 
Queensland some means of organisation-it 
will co-ordinate the activities under one head. 
\Yhon we have one hDad to appeal to it 
will be yery much more satisfactory. 

The Minister explained the provisions of 
the Bill vvith regard to the system under 
which members are elected to the Board. 
Owners with under 1,000 head of cattle or 
6,000 head of sheep are to have one vote; 
owners "·ith over 1.000 and under s,roo head 
of cattle or over 6,000 and under 30,000 head 
of sheep. two votes, and owners with more 
Jhan 5.000 head of cattle or 30,000 head of 
sheep three v-otes. That is similar to the 
proYisions under the Rabbit Act in opera
tion in Queensland to-day, which has been 
cnried out most successfully. The principal 
clause in the Bill is clause 13, which refers 
to polls which may be demanded by fifty 
owners. This is a democratic idea and pro
bablv one which the Government might try 
in their taxation Bills; but at the present 
time the industry is going through such a 
bad period that no matter what taxation is 
proposed the taxpayers will vote against it. 
I propose at the Committee stage to suggest 
an amendment to provide that at least 60 
per cent. of the stoekowners who pay the 
assessment shall vote, and that the question 
must be carried by a three-fifths majority 
of that number. I would ask the Minister 
if there is to be only one poll in Queensland. 
Clause 13 'tates-

" After a first levy of an ass<"~sment 
has been made under this Act, any num
ber of owners of stock, not being less than 
fifty such owners, who have duly paid 
such assessments, shall be entitled to de· 
mand that a poll of stockowners liable 
to pay asses~ments under this Act shall 
be t~ken on the question whether a 
further levv of assessments under this 
Act shall be made or not." 

Is there only one poll to be taken after the 
first assessment has been paid, or can they 
have any number of polls so long as fifty 
owners ask for them? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is 
intended that they shall have any number of 
polls, but it is not quite clear. We shall 
have to alter that. 

Mr. BELL: I want to be clear on the 
point. If it is the intention to have more 
than one poll, I think there shou.ld not bo 
more than one poll in a period of three 
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years, and I will moye an amendment in 
that direction. 

Then there is a slight mistake in clause 
23, which says-

" EYery such complaint shall be made 
by the chairman in his official name of 
'the Chairman of the State Meat In
dustry 13oard.' " 

The asscssHient is only proposed as a maxi
mum lev:/ of 1d. per head of cattle and 
one-sixth of a penny ver head of sheep, and 
it is proposed on!.) to rai~e half of this in 
the first year, which amount, it is hoped, 
will carrv us on. The Federal Government 
made av~ilable to the Australian Meat Coun
cil £50 000 for organisation purposes. We 
as a Board are to do out' best to see that 
that is paid. If, aftpr a poll is taken, it is 
decided that the Board shall cease to exist 
and there arc to bo no n1ore levi{'s, it means 
that the Board will go out of existence. 
The first year's assessment we estimate will 
produce £40,000-that is, ~d. per head of 
cattle and one-twelfth of a penny per head 
of sheep. 

::Wr. 1dORGAN: Is that for Queensland 
alone? 

Mr. BELL: For the whole of Australia. 
The Northern Tenitory has signified its 
intention of coming under this Bill, which 
will be sanctioned bv an Order in Council. 
J'\ew South \Vales· is also very much 
interested and will probably come in; Vic
toria will come in; and Tasmania has signi~ 
fied its intention of coming in. \Vestern 
Australia and South ~\ustralia arc doubtful 
-in fact, they say they do not want to come 
in at present; but I think that, if this Bill 
is passr_~d and the ot.bC'r Ea3tern Stqtes of 
the Commonwealth fall intD lino, \Vesrern 
Australia and South Australia. will also fall 
into line. 

I would like to point out the need for some 
organisation in the meat industry in \ustralia 
to-day. \Ve have been carrying on the indus
try for the last three years at a great loss. 

At 5 p.m., 

The CnATR\JA~ OF Co\Df!TTEEB (:VIr. Kinvan, 
Brisbane) relieved the Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. BELL: \Ye have mld onr products at 
l<'ss than the cost of production. In proof of 
that ~tatemcnt, I would like to draw the 
attention of the House to some figurf's in 
rderence to State stations. In 1921-1922 it 
cost the State £21?,466 17,, lOcl., including 
interest and depre·:iat·'on and all other 
charges, to run the State stations. spread over 
208,837 head of cattle, which works out at £1 
Os. Sd. per head. In ordinary seasons, the 
normal cast from this number of stock should 
be 11 per ccmt., or about 23,ono head. This 
would me an that the Government ought to 
rc·ceivc £9 Ss. per lwad for their fat stock 
to enable them to pay working n:penses and 
interest on their C'tttle prop<'rtics. Acsuming 
that the cattle anoragc 600 lb. in weight, this 
would represent 32s. por 100 lb. HoCJ. mem
bees know that that is far abm·e what we 
hayc b('Cll rcccivin()"' on thn ayeraO'(' Th·on 
the Governrncnt Hl~ free t~·orn ~ lia~~bi.litv f~r 
Federal and State taxation, and, the 
priYate ov. ncr does not get his borrowed 
mono.' at as low a rate as that charged 
to the Gonernrnent cattle stations-that is, 
5 ]Wr c·c,nt. and 6 ncr cent. from Loan Fund 
and Trnst Funds. respcc·tiYcly. In 1922-1923 
the· cost of running the State stations was 
£224,717 3s., spread over 218.413 cattle, or 

£1 Os. 7d. per head. So hon. members will 
realise that we are not getting anything like 
thn cost of production, and the industry 
caunot be carried on unles~ \ve are r.retting 
at least that cost. It. therefore, behoves 
the Govcrnrnc11t to giYc evpr·y ns:Sistanco 
they can, not only to the C?.ttlc-gro-,·.-ers who 
remain in the industry, but alw to those who 
<:an convert their tountru,- into ::;;hoep~carrying 
country. Largo areas of couittry at present 
carrying cattle run c J.rry sheep, but the 
owllel's have gone out of ~hel'p bec,cu-.:c of 
the enormous cost of dealing with rabbits, 
dingoes, and other pbtS. I thiuk thr GoYern
ment should provide cheap wire-netting on 
extended terms so that that country can 
again be made profitable for sheep. 

I hase n1uch pleasure in giving n(y support. 
to this Dill, and I hope it. will haYe a S]J"ody 
passage through the 1-[ousc. 

Mr. FULEY (Lr·i, !tlwrrlt) : I apprPciate 
the fact that ::::orno n1ove is no,;y being n1ade 
to organise the eatOe industry on a firm 
footing, although the Bill is really a 
machinery Bill with ycry little in it lwoides 
provision for the E'stilblishment of thr' Advi
sor.v Board a_nd a fund to carry on. It is to 
be hoped that when the cattlemen have tho 
opportunit,', of appoiuting their officers on the 
State and Federal bodies, they will be intelli
gent enough to appoint rr1en \vho ,,.,ill carry 
out their duties in the intere·,ts of th- cattle
Jnen yjgorousl:, and ·""''€11. The industry is 
in ,uch a position to-day that every thinking 
n1a n n1ust regard the outlook \Vith n c :Ttain 
ammmt o£ alarm. l have received this letter 
from the secrc'tarv of the Australian Labour 
partY at Withcrsficld, on the Central Rail-

"\Yithersfield, 14th October, 1923. 
"F. A. Foley, M.L.~~-

" Just a few line·., to Jet you know hO\\" 
\VC are getting on here. 

" It is keeping very dry and ea ttlemen 
arc having· a pretty rough tirne, not 
only with the dry \\Utther, but they are 
also • rooked' by the " ring.' 

" Though ''.: kno1s yvu are unv.,blc to 
alter present conditions, still the infor-
1nation mav be of use to vou in so1nc 
future debate, as we hrr \G tlo doubt the 
Govemment will tr: to make things 
better. A ca~e in point: One of our 
members sent thirtv hear! of fats to 
Rob·rt Duncan and Company last month, 
which netted the o\Yner 7s. 6d_ per head. 
'\Yith beef at the price it is in Rock
hampton, this is simply robbery. This 
is not the only case, ancl should c'OU 
require it, I will forward fLlll particular& 
at any time. 

" \\'ith good wishes from all here, 
" Yours fraternally, 

" (Sgd.) Sm. A. MASO~, 
"Hon. Sec. A.L.P." 

The cattlemen ar., apparently at the mercy 
of the middleman. 

1\fr. ELPHIKSTOXE: The State butcher 
shops. 

1\Ir. FOLEY: :"-rot nccessarilv the State 
buteher shops. ='io doubt their b~Iycrs attend 
the sales at Rockhampton and Brisbane. but 
it cloes not follow that thee attend cYery 
sale. From the remarks of 1\Ir_ :\1ason, it is 
evident that there is a.n impre"ion that 
some influence is operating at the cattle
vards to the detriment of the stock pro
duc·cre. of the State_ It should be apparent 

ilh'. Poley.] 
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to ever ,one that a fat beast should bring 
more th'an 7>. 6d. to the O\• ,,er who has onlv 
to send it 120 01· 180 miles. Something i.s 
\.\Tong somc\vherc when that prico only could 
be obtained. Somebody is making some
thing out of it, and it will be up to the 
Board, ,.-hen established, to sec that the 
organisation covers every bl~anch of the 
industry and endeavours to prevent such 
things as I have indi.,atcd. 

Practically two-thirds of the catno we pro
duce in Australia aro consumed in Australia. 
-I think rny figures are approxirnatel,v cor
rec-t-and ,,-ith a little organisation it should 
l•o yJOssible so to regulate the supplies on 
the Australian markets that a fair and stable 
price could be obtained. and the cattle indus
try sa,fcguard{:d againSt bankruptp,y. That 
is all that is necessary, and it is to the 
discredit of the cattleman of Queensland 
and of Australia generally, that he I as not 
had some sort of organisa1 ion before now. 
With the hon. member for Fassifern, I have 
much pleamre in giving m.:;· heart} support 
to this measure, which I hope will lead to 
better times for the cattle indwtry. 

Mr. :\IOHGA)J (.lfudl'a): I am Yery 
pleased to know that the Minister is not 
altogether satislied with this Bill. I cer
tainly am not, because all !hat we are doing 
i, to create what we might call a <team. 
h~mrr1er to crw;h a nut. \\.,. e are nracticallv 
l.·reating a Board to rnakc 1evies for raising 
funds. There is nothing in the Bill directing 
the Board in the expenditure of the money. 
or mying anything as to the bcneflts that 
are likely to accrue to the people engaged 
m the indnstrv. It seems to me that it is 
,.]most irnpo ,ible to expect that all the 
bt<ttes will carry similar me'"'ures. Although 
WL' ma:· carry the Bill, I do not think it 
\vill corne into opPration gcncrallv through
out Australia, because scv•e1·al of the o1her 
States will not p s·;;: similar logislatio;l, and 
I wonld snggest the dPlction of the clause 
which provicl(,s that the Bill shall not come 
into fm'Cc. or tlw Board be formed, till the 
Commonwealth has pas.sccl an Act consti
tuting the Australian :Meat Council, so that 
after a certain time, if the :\Iini,ter so 
deoirPs, the Ouc>enslanJ .\ch·ison Board Ye ill 
be able CDlT:V on operatiun:' ,i·hether other 
.:::;iates our cxan1plc or noJ. 

\Y c in Qu('(~n;;;la1Hl 1norc than in 
require ~JO\YCl' 1o n~::;ula1t"} 

~-rjc~, of lH'cf. ~\ftcr f-hayo quat< 
!i;.L,'t'S hon. rncrnhers \Yill ~-j_'--'C' tl1,d J-h0 
CJ\'t>! nHHkct is co,t:I"C'rl to~ £.Jt-tPnc·d 
in ('n(·cuslallu. The fo1lcwiug •::.how 
the' nn!11ber of cattle hTid slH~l'l> in \'ill'ion-; 
Strll('":-

Queensland 
l\.,.c1v South \Y<.;ie-; 
Victorb .. 
Sc1uth \nst r.1 Hn 
\\'astern Au-,tr;tlia 
'T;tsm:lnia .. 
Northern Territory 

Ca'tle. 

fi,O:JS,Dfi:1 
3,6Jfi,;):)() 
l ,IS'i,\60 

J 10,107 
038,6:3() 
21 0.10± 
650.840 

ShCl']l. 

lz,n~I .o?l 
<Jt .lt, ,JO~ 
11. 76:),;-i:?() 
fi,:2J7,0;)~ 
G,t1D4,on;; 
1,55 ~ ,273 

Qn' :•ne land possesses 48 per cent. of th~ 
c.tt!lc and 22 per Cl'nt. of the sheep o: the 
(\JltJJYtornycalth. Quo::onsland po:; .,:sse~ 70 pe1· 
ccnl of the beef caUlo of "\ustrali:. In 
:'-iC\' South \Yale'< <•,nu Victoria (hev haYc as 
~D,Lil_Y, if not 1110-::e dairy cattle vth -;.n <:1Xb 

po~~e~:::ed in ~uecn~o]anJ. but V id ori:t.. 

[i11r. Poley. 

pc~~~e.~se::;, compara":!,Tely speaking. only n. 
~:rnnll number of bo{,_•i ca1tlc-not sufficic,nt h) 
fcc•d the people liviPg ;n that State. Th" 
same thing a.pplim to South Australi~ and 
T: smania. Queenslat.d and ·western l,us
t:·cclia are practicallv the onlv Stah,.; that 
po~ ·( :;s n1orc beef c~::ulc than "are nec~.:-ssarv 
1o ~~eed the people 1lving in those StatL~. 
One n1ust thercf::;re como to the; con
clllsic•n tha.t the bod industry is conflncd 
~~ hno:,t exclusively to Queensla;d. 

TLe SECRETARY ron l'cBLro ·woRKS : \\~hat 
do you think of \Jw prvposetl containeJ in 
tho letter that I rc;:td yc.stcrcl.n~'? 

Mr. JHORGAN: It was a wonderful!~· gocd 
proJ,osai, and I am going to deal with it 
later on. Queonsbnd possesses 8.58 head of 
cnttlc per heaJ of the population, and 
\\""ste:rn Australic" possesses 2.57 h<.acl o£ 
C·lttlc per head of tlw population. Some of 
the ~tates do not pos.;· · i one bea>t per h~ad 
of th<) population. During the last five 
yean~ Queensland ha':! slaughtered an .lvcra.ga 
of 475,000 head of cattle, incluJing c.1h-es. 
Dnrir:.g· the last .(i,·-e years Quccnsh.nd has 
l'YJ10'"1Cd beef j)rt"S 'l'YCd lJy the C0]J r>ro8ess 
w the ya]no of £4,000,000 per annum. Thu 
l:nitcci Kingdorn wa.:; our best cu:-;-torner. 
with Egypt next; LBt year we obt::t.ined :1 

lW\Y (;uston1er in lt·1 !y, and '"e sent £62,000 
v;ortlt of 1Jl'E'S8rYed n1eat to that COl!Dtry 
from Australia; The foUowing figur._·::; show 
I he ,-~lue of th~ l'xport irado fronr the 
Cmnn1nnwealth for ihc year 1920-21 :--

Queensland .. 
Nen South Wale, 
Victoria . . . . 
Western J.nstralia 
South Australht .. 

Lb. Valuecl at. 

150,4(,.1,5:3:2 
12,-tOl,:)n/ 

1,011,841 
5,7.)6,1:W 

168,583 

£ 
3,301,8H 

3-l6,+65 
4~,803 

123,86.) 
J,8\a 

Tlw HJnonnt cxportcol fron1 Qucenslar,(1 wa5 
E3.3Gl. ~14 and from iho other States of the 
Cotnm"mwalth onl0· £518.027, so tho.t Quecns.-
1ancl exported s1x-scr.:_'nth.; Thef'-c Jig-ures 

conclmivcl:·, apart from \Yha1. other 
n1av think ::>_L·lut in)proving the~ Llccf 

. drat Que"n,lauJ i, llrinc1pall~ cor.· 
Cl'J nccl. 1\c\Y ~outh -\Yale-~. Victoria, <:L_:d S•;nth 
..--\11:oLl·alia rn·incir }!r CXllort mniiott an•t 
lamb. whilo Qnc.nshmd unfortumd oi v cloc•s 

:ittlo in that c:irC'ction. The f:Lntihern 
_ are n1ore corcPrncd ab-out lht~ · .Juo 

,)r: n:Htton than the valnP of bcc-L Thn«. ~ 
81 ;-:jc, clo not \l!'o~r;c .' wfficicnt beef for their 
rn:n rc•quiren-~t:nL, <•.nd the~· cl,'Jll'l!d on 
Qnet•nsl;,ucl crrttlo :·or it. It lHJS been d 

b\· the hon. n;e~~·ber fen· Fa"~ifcl"1 
it dnubtful wlw!hN )Jew So11th \Vales 
ILtcncls to come into thi~ ,.,-;hcn1C'. IL: has 
:..nforn1ed us l'hat Victurja and Tt1:::.1nani~t 
h~n·e agTC'ed to cmnc in. \Yf_·;;~ern A11~:lrali.::1 
ard ~.c,11th .Anstrali:=t J·<.Lvc aln'.:-Ldy ann~nnrcd 
l:haJ the.v do not intend to ask their r( )C~tiYO 
G<;Yf:l'nrncnts to pa~-; sirnilar lcgislrrtJoE. 

If thn fnll amount of ld. rwr head 
on cattle and onC·''ixth of a penny n<..:r 
head on ~hc~L'P is lcyicd in Qu0on:z~ 
land. thcrP will be obtained about 
£2G.OOO from cattle' and £10.000 fronl 
shec·]1. If ::'\ew Sontb \Yales came into th2 
;cci;emc'. that State would contribute £30.000. 
]wing- £10.000 from cattle and £20,00;1 from 
·1ll't']l. The Bill prCJYid 'S that, if a person 
PU"i!Sscs less Hmn 100 h"ad of cattle 0r 500 
hood of sheep, he wJil not come under the 
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·cp~rations of the Ril:. ! have a very c:nod 
knowlC>dge of the poiition in Victoria. and I 
know that the average shc(epowncr thc,·e who 
gc•l'' in for breeding lamb' principally for 
export does not poss('6s 500 head of sheep. 

VVimmera is tho principal sheep or lamb 
raising district in \-ictoria, and the aycrage 
farmer there does not posse""' more than 
from 250 to 350 owcc. From thoee he breeds 
his lambs for export and uses thorn in con
junction with wheat farming in the locality. 

"The fact that Victoria is going to come under 
the scheme will not bring much revenue to 
it. I cstimato that Victoria w·i!l not con
tribute from the whole of its resources of 
sheep and cattle more than £3,000, cn'n 
if the maximum levy is mado. Tasmania 
will contribute little or nothing at alL It 
would he difficult to find any p •rson in 
rrasmunia who possesses xnore than 500 sheep 
,or lOO cattle, so that the fact of Victoria and 
Tusnutnia coming into the schen1e \vill not 
help QLtcensland in any shape or form. Both 
thl'C States ar dependent for their cattle 
-on Queensland and the otlwr States. That is 
whv I advocate that we should g·o on with 
the BilL 

I trust that the Minister will accept certain 
aint lJ·L:nwnts I intend to nlOY·r" in connection 
with the Board. I would like to see tho 
Board called a Meat IndL>strv Board and not 
a Meat Advisory Board. \Vo want some
thing 1nore than advice to put our cattle 
indu~ti'.Y onrf' rnore on a solid and sound 
foutJdEtion. \Y·2 want a Board t.hat will not 
Dnly be able to operate and collect a levy, 
but 1>:hich IYill a~:;~ist in co-onerativc entC'r
prisc., eonl rol slaughter-~, ard~, an cl) gencr
allj speaking, control thP cattle from the 
tinre they leave the fattcning paddock until 
the moat is placed on the plate of the con
sumer. :c\o pool or comtml .ion to do this is 
r<·quirccL All that is HO<'ded is a certain 
controL If it ··Has found that rings were in 
opPration, and that certain influem: s operated 
dctrirnentally to the conf'urn(•r, the Board 
would he-' in a pu:-~ition, \Yith the Gon•rnn1ent 
behind th'--111. to ch:fy th0 grcuto,;,t tru:-)t or 
con1bin~, in thi c, St,ltP. _.:\ con1binc or trust 
,vith their millions might be ab),, to fie;ht the 
Board, but with tho Gonernmont behind the 
Boarcl thov will have to fight iho State of 
Q·,wcnslantl, and the Sbtc will be tJm>ednl 

nough to lH'CVCilt them frmn inttTfcring. 
Th0 opinion is held lJ\~ ornc that it is 
ahsolutcl!· it~lperative thni: the oYcrsca n1arkct 
..,hould ho iruprov(_•d. The ;)olicv of Grc:tt 
Britain ic to supply cheap n,cot, ·bread, ::ne! 
all tbc n "~"uif ,. of life to the people. That 
has hN•n the policy of Grca t Britain for the 
lu~t hundred years. In facL no COYf'c·nrncnt 
hus cn•r sur\-iycd in the United Kingdorn 
that ha,, bo<'ll in frrvour of taxing foochtuffs 
and iEc·''t ts:ng the price to the coHsun1cr. 

The· SECRET.\RY FOR l'cBLIC \Yom's: Sir 
J-l011r"~,- Car11nbell Banncrrnan obt 1 a. 
rccur~J rnajo1~ity in 1905 o.n tho cheap 

1\Ir. 'IoOR£: So did the Queensland Go
yernrucnt in 1915. 'rhat is how they g·ot 1n. 

SECR!c1'.1RY FOR PcBLIC vYoRKS : -IY c 
rho loaf. 

Mr. :\loo nE: You ruined the loaf. 

}h. ::\IORGJ,X: The point I want to mako 
is that onl" the cattle inrlustrv i down and 
out. Good prices ar\_;. bejng realised for 
mutton, !ambo, and wooL but not so with 
cattl~. \Yu <'Xpod on]~- 19 per cent. of the 
cattl" slaughtered In this State. w:ly should 

19 JWr cent. rr e:ulate the price of 81 per cf'nt." 
If an organi:.ation is created undor this Bill, 
it will be able so to ro:rulatc mutters that. 
\vhilc c:onsunl<'rs get nH:::'at at a reasonable 
rate, the producer will get a price for his 
cattle that ·1: ill not onlv allow the industrv 
to carry on but returu"' him a prolit. Th'e 
general body of \\'Orkors recognise that an 
industrv which is down and oLtt and fmanciallv 
bankrupt must go out of business. \Vhife 
such a condition of affairs might make for 
cheap moat for a year or two, they would 
soon be called npon to pay exorbitant prices 
vhon the herds wore reducPd to 3,000,000 or 
4,000.000. The Board should be able to 
l''"g;ula to the rnarket so that beef would not 
reach r>xorbitantly high prices or fall to the 
ruinous prices which exist at the nrr ·~ent 
moment. That is '\hv I sav that the Bill 
is b:v no mefl.ns pcrfec( and f hope the Min
i:-3tcr vrill ac-cept an1ondnwnts in Conunittce 
to enable this Board to be c .. tablishcd. The 
::VJinisicr should bring the M' .Lt Industry 
Board into existence by proclamation even 
if onnw of the other States do not fall into 
line and the scheme cloPs not come to 
maturity. I admit that th,, Au,tmlian Meat 
Council has done good work up to the pr~
scnt. I also admit that the State Advisorv 
Boarr1. which has been in Pxi~tcnco for elcvefi 
or tv\-dve 1nonths~ has done guocl work. It 
succeeded in inducing the Federal GoYern
mcnt to renew the subsidy for last year, and 
in getting a ;;::.ubstant.ial reduction in ovcrsca 
h-eight,, a reduction in the freight of cattle 
on the railways, and a 1 :duction in the 
killing cluug ~ in the freezing works not 
onl,v in Queensland but in other Slates. It 
has also su<:cceded in finding 1~cw nwrkr~ts 
for our hcPf, a lthoug·h not on c~ ,-ery large 
cale. It has a], o gone into the matter of 

"hilled or froz<•n nH•at and dcfro,ting- ,,r 
IroZl"U ,tneat. The dcfrc;:;,tlng of frozen n1eat 
rr ullv 1nc•ans that our rnnat, \vh1ch at tinH_s 
ha, hc0n frozrn for Sf'vel'al n1unth:., or year~, 
when it r.•achcs its de:-~tination oyersens j~ 
placed jn a cha111lwr and brought back in 
appearance, t iSte. and quubt.,T, to th coiltli
tion of the chilled moat that is importee! into 
Grt'ht Britain frorn Argentina, and other 
pla,~{'3. 

The SrCRE'NllY FOR PFBLW \Youxs: Tlw 
objection to hoz0n m,•at in Tiritain i~. raised 
in th" intere,ts of the chilled [,ccf from 
/\_rgc·Htina. 

:!\[r. T\IORG)tX: I have had the opportunit," 
of haYillg plaC'ccl be-fore rne fresh, frozeu, aud 
'hillcd m ut, lmt I could not iasic• the diff
f'runcf'. Froz,;n nwat can he piek0d out hefcn2 
it i~ cook0d hccttUS(~ is hnrd and solic1 a 
~,ronc. -:\Ir. Jcr\\"C1t in Eng·laud 
a rll 1 mhe1· o£ C'xp •ris to <-l""SPnlblP nt a p]~·ep 

lh> had frozen, chilled, and frc,h beef 
on tlw ta blc bdorc them. vYhen the 

men t wos cook:" cl his guc,ts could not tell the 
difference bob: ccn the f ·ozcn [~, d frm.1 :\1''
trati:~. fresh hod from Scotlaud., or chilled 
be,~[ from Arg-t'niina. T1le rnajority of the 

]Wople did not lmmv ,,-]yihcr they 
[5.30 p.m.] "'· ,Tc eating the frpsh meat from 

Scotland Oi' 1 he frozen IIIf'ai fron1 
Australia. That will dcmonstraiP the fact 
that our fl·ozpn moat does not drtcriorat , 
and that we arc sulfering more],,. through the 
11ropuy:<l11da of ihos,:: people who 111akc more 
profit b~, tr._tding in meah 8CCU1'Cd ont~id of 
,\ustraliu than b.,. selling· <\ustralian meat. 

It is an in-c•futablc fact that the best meat 
sent frun ~\usi.ralia has boon marked up and 
cold by the rctailor;c ao Argentine moat, 

Jlr11·. lliorgan.] 
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while the worst cut' have been placarded as 
coming fronr Australia. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vY ORKS : As a 
matter of Iact, the butchers selling Austra
lian nwa ts have sold the best cuts as home
feel meat. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes; and the second 
quality io sold and placarded as coming from 
Australia. This takes away all the credit of 
our excellent first-qualit.y rneat. lt is noces~ 
sary for the now Board to be in existence 
for th;, purpose of counteracting methods such 
as that, which are injuring our meat indus
try. rrho nwat sent a\Yay fl·orn Australia 
during ihe past twelve months or b1o years 
was equal to any meat from any part of the 
world. During the \Var, o\ving to the fact 
that the article was so badly needed, we sent 
anythjng across the ,~·atcr-our old cows, 
stags-anything-and quality did not connt. 
After 1 he war there were 7.000,000 tons of 
ALlstralian meat that had been some four 
year;;:, in England awaiting consunrption. The 
Imperial Government. instead of dumping 
that moat or sending it to feed the people of 
sorne European country in necc-;:;sitous circum
::;tanccs, placed it on tho open market. and it 
damaged our name ~on .iderably. Since the 
war tho cxeollont qualitv of our meat has 
partly re-established our -good name. 

Th>e hon. member for Fassifcrn mentioned 
that it was necess'<rv to fatten our cattle in 
two to two and a-h:1E years. I agree with 
him up to a cert<Lin point. I contend that 
we in <,;:uccl!slanrl shcJl never ha,·o cattle at 
thP ago of two and a-half years fit for the best 
markPt unk '"· 1-vc go in for artificial feeding 
-urti{Jcial gra.: ..;es or lucerne; as the case 
may be. Our natural gra>5cs will not bring 
c;ll tlc to the proper proportions in two and 
a-half years. The ArgPntine cattle people 
are able to do this successfully owing to the 
hundreds of thousauds of acres of alfalfa 
grmvn there. Thev take their cattle from 
tht' prairies .. wherP tht5 arc reared, to tho 
artificial feed and fatten them for the market. 
In Qup<mshond we may eventually come to 
that. On our natural grasses we can fatten 
cattle satisfactorily in three and a-half or 
four years and have them equal to cattle 
prodnr·ed in any part of the world, other than 
those produced by stall feeding. 

I shall quote a fe\Y figures to show the 
state of the cattle industry throughout the 
\Yorld. British India, which is the largest 
producer of cattle, possesses 129,000,000 head. 
The l:nitcd S'tat~s of America, the next 
largest produc0rs, have 67.000,000. Arg-entina, 
\vhich 1s fifth on the list, has 27,000,000-
twice the number of Australia, which is 
seventh on the list and has onlv 13,500,000 
Brazil is coming into promincnCcJ and will 
be a gr0at factor in the supplv of meat to 
the United Kingdom in the near future. It 
possesses 37,000,000 head. W c have much to 
fear from Brazilian competihon. The 
United Kingdom has for manv vears obtained 
an Pnormous supply of me;,t' from Brazil 
o\ving to the fact that the Argentina Govern· 
mr-nt has thought. it necessary to prohibit tho 
·•·ale of beef for export unless it is purchased 
at a certain price. I think thP\' ·were ''rise in 
doing that. as the.v assured to the grower a 
:-5uffiricnt rL•tnuncration for the work he had 
put in. L:nfortunatolv. we in Australia can
not lcgi~late in that fashion, because we aro 
not CJ£ sufficient importance. \V c supply ';nly 
about 3 per cr·nt. of the meat n0cessary for 
consumption hy the people of the cnited 
Kingdom, and it would not make "' great 

[Jlr. JJforgan. 

deal oi difference to the British Isles \vhether 
thcv \YCrc supplied with Auotralian beef or 
no( VIe should concentrate upon such 
markets as Italy. There is no reason why 
\YC ,J1ould confine the whole of our attention 
to the British market. If Italy· is prepared 
to buy our meat, ;~c should oPll to them. I 
am pleased to kno'.r that last year they took 
from Australia £G2,GOO worth of meat. If 
this n:urket and the markets of the East are 
properly exploited, we shall haYe no diftjculty 
iu g·e:ting rid of our meat. \Ye only need 
tc find a market for 19 per cent. If our 
pPpulati-on goes on increasing, and sheep 
multiply and cattle decrease-and I sincerely 
hope that sheep \"ill increase enmmously in 
pla<>e of cattle-in ten years we shall not b<> 
able to produce any more beef in Australia 
for <'xport, as we shall need it for our people. 

All we want is a measure to enable us to 
regulate the Qucensl,md and Australian 
markets. \Vc need not \\Ol'r}' a great deal 
abou': n1oat g-oing oyerscas. If ';\·e could get 
a fair price for the 81 per cent. of the beef 
consumed in Amtralia, it would not matter 
much whether \VC sold the remaining 19 per 
cent. That could be sold perhaps for a loss. 

I am pleased that this Bill has come into· 
c xistencc, because \Ye knoV\' fron1 experience 
that something must be done to regulate 
pricc3 and to C'<Jntrol the rings operating in 
Australia. \\'e know that meat that was 
bought by Queensland me::tworks at from 
15s. to 16s. per 100 lb. IS gomg to the 
Southprn States and that huge profits are 
being made. The producers of the cattle are 
11ot making those profits; thev had to sell at 
a low nJue. Those ";ho handle and freeze 
the meat aro making- the huge profits. Had 
we had co-operative meatworks operating in 
Queensland we would have participated in 
that profit. \Ve would have got for our caitl<> 
the same price that the meatworks paid in 
the first instance. and then, when the meat 
\Yas sold in tho South0rn markets. \VC would 
huve got the extra profit. Tlw high nricec. 
ruling in the Southern markets during the 
last three Ol' four months have been caused 
by thu drougbt in Australia. The co-opera
tive companies would have participated in 
tho " high prices, and would have been able 
to distribute a bonus to the producers from 
the profits made on the distribution of meat 
in the South. Until the producers of cattle 
have their own co-operative mcaiworks and 
are able to control the beast from the time 
it leave< the fattening paddock until the beef 
reaches the consumer. we are not going to 
receive any great benefit. \Ve have received 
a subsidv from tlw Commonwealth Govern
ment and a reduction of freights on the rail
wa~·, but the greater proportion of that 
mone;· has gone to the meatworks. It has 
not gone into the pockets of the producers at 
all. That is what we want to prevent. and 
it can only be prev<'llted by ha.'·ir;g a Board 
properly constituted and consisting of the 
best men obtainable. 

I would like }Jrieflv to deal \Yith one 01· 

h o matters contain~d in the Rill. First 
of all. I would like to delete the proviso 
that the proclamation fixing the date on 
which the Act >hall come into operation 
shall not be made until the Parliament of 
the Commonwealth has passed an Act 
defining the Austral'ian 2\IIcat CounciL That 
prO\·iso should b0 eliminat0d. and the Go
vernment shoulrl have pov.~<'r to declare the 
_\et in op0ration independE:'nt of wb0ther 
tho other States fall into lino or not. Then 
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the name of tlw State "1\Icat Advisorv Board 
should be altered. It should be callNI the 
"StatP l\Ieat lndustrv Board." It 'hould 
l•0 '·Onlething more th~1n nn advi:-ory board. 
The election to the Board should take place 
~ix monthB after the Act has hecn proclaimed 
in force. Tweh·e months is too long a 
1)eriod. Th0 nrc:::.c1 nt Board has not bC'cn 
,, looted lr the producers : it has been 
e~ppointod "h:· the ::\1inister. I have no fault 
to find with the Board. but the sooner It 
heconws electin, the lwttor it will be fm 
the people intercetcd. The Bill provides that 
fiftv owners may demand a poll as to whether 
anv fresh levy "shall be made or not. That 
nu~nber 15 too few. and I ~.,'ould like the 
:Yiinistor to increase it to 10n. I a(Yl not 
in faYonr of Pny proYiso that a vote 1nnst 
be carri('d li:v~ a three-fifths majority a~d 
that nt least 60 per cent. o,hall \"otc. \\ c 
live in a d01nocTatic age and ~in1plo 
majoritv· should be sufficient. bm wo 
nre put to the cxp0nse of having a poll, 
at least 100 stockowm·r'· \Vho contri'.mte to 
the func15 of the Board shoulcl dc•tnund such 
polL There Bl10uld nlso lJ(~ a proYi~ion thnt 
tht: Boar{l can b,, tl'rrninatPcl bY a yotc of 
the producc>rs who pay levies. if the:· have 
po·wer tD crc'atc thP Bonrrl. thf'y hould haYo 
po\YC'r to tf'rminlltl: thP Board if it ontlivcs 
it usdulnc·ss. Tlw lcn· should be collcctccl 
in the ~an1c manner .:ls ]e,~ic ... z re' collcr?tecl 
under tht:> Discasps in Stoek Aci: and tho 
"!-1ranJs .:-\cL A forrn is issuf'd ca.f'h :vcar 
bv the dcpartnwnt to tho'<' who de-ire it. 
a;1d all that would be necessary would bo 
to add another column to that form. _\t 
the prer.cnt timf', Jcyic nnd0r th0 Dlsc:tses 
in Rtock Act and under the Brands Act are 
naid to the clerk·, of ]Wtt:>· sessions in the dif
ferent districts. and ,,-hen t.h? stockowners 
nr0 pa> ing these leYics the~~ could also pay 
the levy in respect of rho State ::\1eat 
\dvisory Board. The maehinet ,. :tlrc·ady 

1n cxistcnc~ {'Onld b0 n~pa tlw purpose 
of collecting these levies tlw stock-
cnvncr, and 110 furth£'' ex~1f':ISC 11ccd he 
1UC'l11TC(]. 

The Stato ::\leat Ach·ison- Board should 
control tiw fund. Tilis Diil provide< that 
ilrc moncv has to be sent to the An tralian 
Moat Cm~ncil. That Council might romist 
of anyone. That is an nnsatis·~actor~· provi
sion. '\lion \vhn l<nn• not been elected hv 
thco prodLrrers to the State :\Ieat Achi,"ory 
Board may bPcomP lYlC'nlbcr::: o{ tho Au:::.tra~ 
linn 2Vlc"t" CouPcil. and the leviPs HP to he 
sent down to that CounciL which \vill send 
back a f't•rtain an1ount to C'OVC'r th0 cxpc;:;;,_ .. f\ 
of tho State :i\Ieat Ach·ison- Bortrcl. ':'.Te 
shonlrl contribute our prononion of tho 
0xpcns0s of the AuHralian :NlPat Council and 
the balan<'P of the fnnds should },e mod for 
local n•quiremcnts. I ha\·e alreach· explained 
that Queensland will contribute £30,000 under 
this schPnw. while Victoria will contribute 
about £3 000. and Tas~ania a little ov0r 
£1.000. Thoflc arC' t:lro onh· thrpo StatC's 
that so far have clcflnit0h- decided to pass 
leg:islation o£ this kind. · 

I ohjC'ct to the ronstitution of i~P Austra
lian ~\leat Council. That Council ttllLY be 
e1ectcc1 fron-1 :Melbourne n1cn or Southern 
!11011. \vhPreas it 5hou1d con~i«t of 1nen elec
ted b': t.he nrodur-er' in tlH' diffcrout State~. 
\Ye aro entitled to send three• renrcsPntatiYCS 
to the Council-two rc•prc"'.'ntr>tiYP·· of the 
cattle industry and one ro-prc~rntatiYC of n1R 

~heep industry. Th0~c rPprescntariYes s~onid 
be members of the State l\Ieat :\sVIsory 

Board. vY" should not be allowed to elect 
others to repre-ent us on the Australian 
:\float Council. I also object to the form 
of the ballot. The Bill provides that the 
State ::\leat \dv1sorv Board shall consist 
of four C\Vners of Stock reprcscnt.ing the 
cattle intr-rcst and two owners of stock repre
SPnting the sheep interest, in addition to 
three reprt·sentetiYe< of the mcab,·orks of tho 
State and a Government representative. '.rho 
shecprnen will hav<" an opportunitJ of voting 
for th,, rer•re'•Cnbtivc, of tho cattle interest 
and the cattlemen will have an opportunity 
of voting for the repre,enta tive·· of tho 
sheep interest. Tl1oro Btwuld be t.';o baliot
pnpcrs: one for the c·tttlc rcproc"cntativcs. 
and onlv the cattlemen should have a vote> 
as to w'rw the cattle representatives should 
be. The same thinp- should apply jo sheop. 
Th0 ballot-papers should be sent to the sheep
mPn, who :,hould have a sav as to who should 
rrprcsc'nt them ,m tlw Board. It is not 
rig·ht that one .section should havf~ the whole 
YGICP in the clection of mcmbNs of tho 
Board. I£ rt man is [~· \r~srrl in rPgard to 
both cattle and 'hc~p, hP .shonld havo ~ ballot. 
paprr sent to him as an ownPr of cattle and 
··hcc'p rc!'pPetiv~ly. In my opinion that is 
the only way in which it properly can bo 
done, 

The DEPGTY SPEAKER: Order! '.rh' 
hon. Dl< ruber has cxhaus-::cd the tirno allo\\"Cd 
hint und0r the StanJing Orders. 

::\ft-. DEACON (Onn.linghan): I move-
" That t.he h"''· member for I\l[nrill<t 

he gTantcd an c-xtPn~ion of time.'' 

The DEPUTY SPEAKEH: Is it the 
rlo, <urc of the Hou·,, that the hon. member 
for :Murilla be allo•·:c'.l an extension of lime? 

HoxoDRABLE MEMBERS: Hear, he,11· ! 

Mr. MOHGAN: I !.hank hor,. members for 
their courtc.,:;--1 shal! onlJ bo t1vo or three 
r.linui·es longer. The Bill does not provide 
fer ilH~ lime- withiJ.1._ which voti~ng-pape1·s have 
to be sent in after nomillul.ion. 

The St:CRETARY FCHc _\GRICULTLRE: That will 
be done by :regulation. 

::\Ir. Jl.10RGA"': I t.hink not loss than six 
wc.c·k should clap<<' f1·om the day of nomina
l ion until the return of the ballot-paperB. 
fJ:1hcn we ought to be 1norc dcmocra.tic in 
1"( :ran} to the witnC>fSing of signaturE_,, to 
'.-~·ting-papers. I:, is re·dly quite sufficient 
if Hlf• "ignature rs "ctestcd by an elector of 
the State. 

I ,c]o not intend to occupy the time of the 
IJc:tL.:c much further. I ha.vc a numb0r of 
amc·ndments whi('~l I 11ropm~t-· moving in 
Committee. I hope that the Minister will 
not treat the Bill a., a prrrty measure. The 
hon. member for Fassifern represents ono 
oqran1sation in the C'<lttle industry and I 
:::Tj~l'e~ent ::1 different organisation; bui., whilo 
w rr av disagree in some• matt'3rs, generally 
~neaki!u;~· v.·c aro in accord in our views with 
rr,g:tn1 ~to the indu,,ry. \Ve recognise that 
t::nrnt'thing rr1ust bo d(Jl10 to place the indu~try 
npon a solid fonndai wn. \\' e arc losing too 
much in Queensland, and \VB ha vo no r~ght 
:1> '' State to sit ctill and wait for other 
StatE'; or other parts of the .·orld to come 
lo our rescue. 

The moat industr- has b('en ridicn1cd as 
a disorganised industry vvhirh has done 
noibing for itself. 1 agree with tha;, and 
the in1putation is jn.~tly dc-ser :eel. \Ve haYo 
bo(~n trying to do :-:mnething 1aiel;", :1nd we 

JJ1r. Morgan.l 



1962 111 eat Industry [ASSEMBLY.] Encouragement Bill. 

h<tve u co~operati~le co1r1pany 111 course of 
iorm&tion; but O'Ying to the state of the 
induo(ry we find ii. difficult to get suffic;cnt 
mmtey. \Ve hope thr,t it will cventuallv bo 
S11CCE'~-,ful. Certain measures are g'oing 
thr'Jugh the House which •.vi!! help m. 
CattJe1non recognise that tvYo thini_~:3 a.re 
pcccsearv. One is to have thi5 Board ~reatcd. 
and tl-a~" other is to have co-oporatiYe v1orh:S 
to compete aga.ins!- the present private com
pan1c"-not to aboli:;;~1 thorn or run tht•1n out 
of bmincss or bmld now works. \Vl' intend 
to fl Cf!uire existing works, not by ot 
:Tpu<iiation or seizure, but by wav pur-
chof3C'. V\..,.c recognise that ihcre aro too rrutny 
rnc·ct•, ork"3 in Que"n..-,land at the present tin1c 
to dt'8l with our co.tUt'. vVe think that meat· 
works in Brisbane, Hockhampton, Tvwr. ,vi !le. 
and one at Port Curti3 will bs quite su!Eciont. 
lYe think that we ;;hould have abattoirs in 
Hrlsh; ne run nndc1· co-operation. rrhoy 
.sf1oula not bo run by the GovornnHJ:lt, but 
undrT co-operation, <::nd wo could sb.:Jg,ht'"'r 
for the whole of cho people. That >voufd do 
a1vay with the prr -~nt insan~t uy conditions 
\vhich a.riso throu~h baYing forty or fifty 
slu.ughtcr-houses. \Vu would slaughtee fo~· 
tl'c butchers :md supply th ,m with their 
bc'd ,' nd mutton, "!td a ft:'r tlmt sPnd the 
surplus vvorscas ,1nd do\vn South. O!!r idoa 
is io keep the \Yorks in operation all the: Cfl_r 

rour1d, instc.td of ior four or fivt~ morths, 
"' d pn•,cnt. \Ye could have a, chilled meat 
tmd0 with lho Sodh. a,nd haye l"<'e;ular 
scrv-i('(':\ running t<1 f)~-dn.cy. 1Iolbournl',._ and 
Adelaide, and, if there w<ts anythin,; ldt 

that, it could b:. S\)nt to the .En.n or to 
1narkrds. Thn pt Dplc \V'lnld get ~ood 

7TIE'nt at a cheap r9t·-•. V\'o ·would do as ~,vcll 
as. lf not bctt(?t' thaH, 1 he bntchcn3 t·..tn do 
at the prec;,ont tim(·. \Ve \Youkl not: iEtt>rferc 
with their trade; the moat would be; undet· 
[Jl'Oljer supervision. and there \c onld b(· a 
cnmt,:nt supply. Thnse who h""" fat c1ttlc 
f'Puld send thetn <:llon{r to the works, or ha YC 

l hcn1 treated et th0i~ oT1vn expcn' ,; if 1hc~:· 
liked. and thcv could t)o ;\·hat th0v lilu~d 
\Yith thPir o\ n · nH•at. That is the ol)icct wn 
have in vio·w, and v·r \V~tnt tho · 
to ~~: ist us. I anticipate that 
\Vi~l cio a g-reat c_~c~1l to anjst to 
the prosperity of tho cattle i"dustry 
;:)~nh•. 

~ Ir. IV ETR : I v:ant to ~on-
f''l nh1lato the on the: introduciion 
of 1 his mctsnrc. :::arnc titnc, the cattlP-
rnon are a very po1verful ort_;anisation. and 
WP nr0 under no ol}1Jgation to thcrn. 
ure the gcntlcrn0~1 \1rl1o }p,yo pourc•cl 
Inon_<:-~y down Uw dra.i u in y~.._ 
nnd. when tho bad :-::o;:tson5 come, 
a.nd corne along to the GoYcr:1n1o11t 
lh<'rrt. 

!" 
Sf1lH ~1i 

'hPJp 

Thf'rC' is another this ran tter ',Y]1 ic h 
fi1·ikcs rn0. YiC\"'~" rho hnn. ~r;tnbc 
fnr ...:-nnilla :Did !\" o one r>an q uc·.::i ion 
the fn~t that the bJn. m cm ber ha-; g:iven 
lH cr~c of the da1nnin:~ indidD1cnts. 
of private (~nl·erpt thi.;; a[iPl'llOOL that 
gnyono coulLl gi,-c'. 1-Ic ~ho\vcd th<lt tl1c 
rnn rkcU; oYcrsca hrr.y d been ruined o..,-_·in;:{ 
to tht· corruption of priYate r-nf.crpriRr· in 
Rr·nd.ing ovPrs(~as bf :~f of infl•rior Cf'--l;djty. 
Thal" indjctmPnt is a[(u.inst people vdto h(n·:lt'd 
for blood during the \V~ll' and sent inferior 
rneat to the soldiers. rrlJOsc arc not 111\
-.-.\"0J"Ch-·. but those of the hon. n1e;11lJt1 r fo-r 
J\Imilla. He admit.t<Cd candidlv that not 
only did they send bad stuff t{) ih" soldiorc 
b•,tt thc;y ruined th industry· in order tc, gd 
their pound of flesh out of the soldiel'S. It 

[M1·. JJiorgo11. 

is well rhat, even at this late hour, thesn 
pcop!c should b<' brought to judgment. It 
is \Yd!, in the int•:~rests of the country, that 
we should know i·rorn their ovvn rnouths 
what Lappened during the >var. The argu, 
nwnt will be raised that the Labour Govern. 
rncnt arc \vet-nur.'3ing . .-till another inctustr:,· 
The fact of wet,nm"in,; this crowd will be 
that, as "i:·oOn as tht:y are financially strong, 
t.hev \Yill use still n;ore n1one~ in the 
nd;nicus practices th~t, dw big cattle people 
of rh is country ha v•' adopted in the pa,st in 
trving to defeat tlw Labour Govomwcnt. 
It' is our dnty to put them on their foci. 

:\h. Th100RE: \Yh:' are' you sqtL·alin£i about 
it': 

Mr. 'WEIR: I am no> squealing about it. 
rrhi~ Bill is only post'.~blP on account 'fof_ the 
f:H:t that our party is behind tho ::\dmstcr 
j n :r!'l;roducing- the rnt;l~tn·c. I w:tnt _the 
h'JHSO to n·alise this. This matter hu,s had 
io go through our cat.__lcus rneeting.5 and ~HlS 
i he RLunp at the eaucn~ upon i I aiP. gon1g 
tn support the Dill !wcause I thinic il is 
?,cu: ary. Those pOJl)le hav•" ru1n;_c tl1e 
J:,dt,dry, and it is up to us tu do W<Jat wo 
can to rehabilita-te it. 

_}Tr. l'\IOORE: You arc the biggest cLLttle-
{l\YHer in QuccnsLtnd. 

At 7 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 
11r. \YEIR: I suppose I am-I have one 

cow. (Lau>rhter.) 
Mr. JYioo~!E: I me<tn tlw Governm,,nt. 
!VIr. \VEIR: Clause 15 contains ]WO\ is ions 

which, allow the cuuncil in :l uu couroe to deal 
with the question of the beet metho:ls to 
adopt in connection with tho selling pnce of 
beef. Bc·forc the tcrt adjournment. I n I erred 
to the speech of the hall. member for !Vlunlla, 
and the \va·1· in ''"·hi('h the overs·e>as meat 
market had ,been damaged. Corruption and 
priYatc cntcrpri~e in,-ariably go hand 1~1 hand. 
One luB on!'.' to look at the history of the war 
to ;.,cc that- that is so. Inferior rubbish v, as 
bein!! ~ent to the roops~ \';hi!.-~t rtJPn like 
ihc hon. n1crubcr for :J.luriilFL IYC:.~o ho~. iing 
for blooJ. L\t that tit,,c ,.c >Yore saying 
that this would happen. and wc•rc boit>g 
charged with di~lo,~alr , IVCl'L' evt~u 
threatened wjth proceed1r;.gs in the crin1inal 
courts. 

:\Jr. ~\1AX\VftL \Vho Sctid that inferior 
rnent YIHS ~t?nt to thu troops? 

\YEIR : If I nnJerd:tnd English 
ho11. 1nernbPr fol' -:.1 urjl1n J id 

hv i hr~ B:·itj~h 
Jid not i~kc 

~.tat thc_·:· c·lt. 
durillr-r \u.lr. llo 

rnent;ioncd "stag --rrlc•at.': I-I{1 C'OllVl'.\T'·'d 
this House the iwprcssion th~1t tl:at as 
Olll' of the real r:- i.bOE for the brr:tking 
do\Yl1 of the r•ea 11t trket. A not her fact 
of \Yhich I to remind the llC'u~c is that 
during the carlv .c:t:J.gos of the slnn1p it \\as 
diH:icult io get 'n10at place 1 tho 
n1a rkets h('Cln::;e there wns a 
of meat th<'1 , nnd it was until the 
British C~o..-cnnncllt _.<lw fit to !:tet 1·id of a lot 
of lHC'-'lt at a. veT low rato t'hat a consign

fronl Puc':!:!:·:iand-1 think to 
1\-P in turn dcri\·f~d son1e b0nefit. 

It was men of the kind of political 
thoug"ht as the lwn. for i\fnrilla who 
in the old ·world >.\'C:ro re" pon 3ible for the 
war. and 1.Yho ct·catcr1 thD IJO,'::ition -..,\·e an~ in 
to,day. There <tre millions of people on the 
other side of the world hung0l·ing for meat 
'md unable to get it. HPl"C we haYe a 
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·handful of people with ton.i of meat which 
lh~:- ("lnnot ,(']]. The who]" proc ,o.c,; of •,upnl:; 
.and dom_and, the 'vhole procc:-s of rnarketin~, 
was do•troyed from ond to end, _just ns the 
whole structure of human life and happi
nes::; wa5 destro.r"'ed. 

Mr. MoRGA,-: What happened in Russia? 

Mt. WEIR I am just trying io tdl the hon. 
member. Had the ruling classes of Britain, 
instead of acting as harpies on the Russian 
people, trying to starve the lifeblood out of 
them, treated them rationallv aud decentlv 
-as they have been forced to do recent!:.--:. 
had they regarded them as human beings 
anJ dcecnt n1en and vvornen. insiead of as 

-criminab, we would have had an additional 
n1arket for our beef in Russja, and have 
been able right through the piece to get 
rid of some of our surplus meat there. vYhat 

.applies to Russia applies to otl1er countrie,, 
I heard the hon. member for Bowen men
tion what I have heard him sav bdore about 
what might have happened hac! we spent our 
efforts. in tr:'\'ing to build up a n1arket in 
Ital.v aho. I am one of those' whu holicve 
·that it has come to this-that it is onlv the 
Labour C:oYernrnc~nt that has done 5orne'thing 
for the man on the land. 

Mr. MORGA,-: We arc onh· asking for leo-is-
iation. ~ 

0 

~1Ir. \YEIR: Of course vou are. But whv 
-eornc to thi;;.; Labour GoYe~J.'11Jl1Cnt for lerris]~
tinn? What has been done in other Stat~s bv 
the Go.-ennnents of hon. member·, opposite·, 
They htwe turn0d them down with a thud. 

JUr. I\JORGA){: :;'\o. 

Mr. WEIR: Xobody knows betier tban the 
hen. member for Murilla that certain market-, 
in Victoria have closed their doors to the 
moat industry of this State throuah some 
~tupid tick regulations. If thent was a 
Labour GoYernmcmt in t ho Fc·dL1 ral Parlia
ment to-cl 'Y the moat trade "·ould be pre
cNved and those doors would bo open and 
tlH ea tt le ring in the South would n~t bo 
~qu0ezin~ iho Ycry life out of the cattlemen 
of this Sta1 c. The hon. member for }lurilla 
lwmn perfectly well that the hon. member 
for Fa· ,jfcrn and himself h;n-c strained every 
11 "1::-e i11 th0ir o1.Yn organi~ations, amongs~t 
then· own people, and amongst tho people 
of their political thoug·ht in tho Fedora! and 
'St>tte spheres la trv and arrive at the samo 
position as has bc;n arriYed at to-night by 
a Labour GoYernment and tJw,· haYe failed 
disma!l:·. The:- know' that. a,;d the,- come 
('ap in band to this Go\7 (~rtnnent aDd ~av. 
~;For Goers sakr; :~avo us frorn our"'::'lves i" 
\Yo are .s:-n·ing- thc1n fron1 theinsclycs. I 
v.-an~ to rcn1ind hon. nH·rnbers opposite, and 
partJcnlarl:· t!JO Country party section, that 
the Bill _ls. in cffc}ct, tho verv best proC('~S 
w'1orebv the cattle people u.n look after tlwir 
own Lusim•.,s. It i·• a machinorv Bill for the 
very purpose of protecting· the c8.ttlc1ncn from 
thcmH::ln•s. \Yhat would thov sav if I as n. 
rPpre~cntatin: of a union. hn~d cOnu~ h~rc in 
the earl,1· day • :m_d askccl this House to pas•• 
a nlPasur(' ;_dlov::nlg W3 to forrn a union? 
Hon. rr,ornlw--s onposito allm.-ed '" to form 
a Police l'nion-I don't think~ If the Aus
tralian \Yorl..;::c'rs' Union n10n1bers in this 
House had got· up in the old davs and ad.-o
cated the p Hing of a similar m~chinerv Bill 
for the c.<trrbl i,;hment of the Austi·alian 
\Vorkrrs· 1__-:-nlon in the same vvuy af:. we are 
pas•ing- a Bill for the cattlemen to-niaht. 
I~on. member-; opposite ,.-ould have ho,~lo-d 

the Honse down. Here we have the Labour 
party, first of all, wet-mu·sing the farmers. 
I say advisedly we have wct-nui'sod the 
farniCrS right throug-h the piecc2 and then \VO 

spent tho sum of £70,000 to organise them 
and allow them to form a union to protect 
thomselve' from themselve.;. 

JYlr. :\IoRGA){: We are not getting a penny. 

J\lr. WEIR : When we got that far the 
cattlcrncn corne along and say, "Gi-n5 us a 
nreasuro and rnake us organise!"' That is 
,. hat this Bill means. I admit that they do 
not got one penny. It looks as though they 
hav~ not got one penny yet. 1\o doubt, 
when this measure is passed, we shall get 
n1any 2 pplic:1 tions for assistance. 

::\lr. l\IoRGA!\: \Vo expect the State stations 
to contribute their quota. 

I\lr. VI'EIR: Of course you do. That is the 
first lc:ophok. They admit candidly that as 
won as this scheme is oD the stocks they are 
going to conu __ , cap in hand to the Govern
rncnt and ask us to subscribe SDn1ething in 
the "·ay of £ s. d. to lwlp thc~rn organiso 
thcn:sclY("3. I run not going to ::ay for one 
n1ornent that the GoYcrnnlCnt are going to 
be nnall in these matters. I hope that the 
Labour Gon:rnnwnt >Yill alwa:cs be big in 
thcoe thit''·.''; hut I want to r<'mind the cattle
rncn that llu~ir L "'e is a st1·iking indictment 
of the-ir ov"·n nli'3rnanagenlcnt, 1vhich has 
brought them to this poeition. They lmvo to 
con1c, a~ it wr-rc, cra\·:ling on their stomachs 
to a Labour Gn.-crnmcllt whom they detest 
tnd ahominate. Lnd ::-:, ·-.,;. "For God's sake 

::; tYC' us frorn ourseln~;;. t'' 'rhat is \Yhat they 
are doing to-night. If you look at the history 
0f Gol·pr·nmcnL fairlv in the faco and do a 
little unbias't'd thinltine:, as men can do if 
tlwy try. I say -ddlr;itoly that the only 
Go,·cnmwnt that hrn·" tackled this question 
haYP 11cl: bPcn the GoYcrllnlcnt:; of bon. mern~ 
Lcr.-: oppo.-;ite. but OL1r f'\Vn Labour Govern~ 
1nent. C<Jmpo:;;;r~·d of nu'n -who hayc not b{'cn_ 
bred in rural occupations. but brcr1 in indus
tries in the citv. It is thcv wh~ hfl\'0 c.-olvul 
a plan such ".· thi., to · thr -.o cottl · people 
fron1 thP raprc-it:_v nnd corruption of their 
o,,-n priyatc ent rprisc systen1. 

:>Ir. \Y~\RREN ('lfi'l'l'"ml;a): I ,-,ould like 
to conf!ratul<ltc• the il1ini \tc~r on the iutroduc~ 
t ion ol this BilL which l bdicvc will benefit 
tlw cdtle indu,try. It i., cc pcn·c, clean Bill. 
with ll(;t CYC'il a. Llrag-nct elausc in it. I 
tlu.rk Gocl that the hon. g·cntlcman is not 
1ikP the hor~. , 1'-_:_aryborough. 
That 1wn. n10:nber nH: of the rnan 
\\-ho he1~ out nn arnle to his child 1 nnd? 
whrn ihr• child put his hand out for it, ho 
~hpppd hi1n in the f<1cc. The llo11. m~ruber 
pokP of rho of tho GoYernrncnt, 

bw H10 · re ,, u·ivin~· nothin-:~ in the 
Bill. Thev arC' cnlv prrmittinv, thr machin

of Go\·0nnn0nt' to be u rc1 to alJo,,: the 
tc) organise their own indu~try. 

::\Ir. \\'Em: Forcinv, them by Ac' of Pulia
Jnt'nt to oq:::,lni--c. 

~Ir. \YARRE?-J: The hon. member is so 
ungcnrrous as to slap thmn in th0 fact~ vvhon 
they ask for this privilege. I hold no brief 
for the bc'ei barons, but they were very 
ne<· ·;sar:· in the early histor;.- of Queensland. 

Mr. \VEIR ·. And in the war too. 

I\fr. W c\RRE;-;: If the hon. memhcr had 
had to cat >ome of the American beef like 
I had to do, he would have different views 

1i:fr. Warn:n.J 
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on this question. The hon. member also 
talked about " stag " beef having been 
shipped overseas, but it was preferable to 
some of the American beef that was stuffed 
down our throats there, and the tinned meat 
was equally as bad. A lot has been said 
about Australian meat, but my experience 
of it was that the troops would run after 
it in prefmcnce to eating other beef. The 
meat industry in Queensland is in a bad way, 
and genNous-hcarted men who desire to see 
the State prosper will not stick a dagger in 
its back and kick it when it is clown. I liko 
the Bill because it seems to hold out a hand 
to the men in the industry. In the course 
of time the men now engaged in the industry 
will make ay for other men. It is only 
right that they should. We hope for the 
time when there will be no squatters, when 
the land will be so populated that there 
\nll be no large holding,, and the land will 
bo put to better use than it is at the present 
time. l:ntil that stage of development has 
been reached we ··hould do ail we can to 
save the indu·"try. '.rhcrc is a great amount 
of interest and money at stake. \V e are not 
worrying about the individual, but the State. 
Means have to be originated to enable the 
cattlemen to meet their working expenses 
and payments to the Crown. \Ve should 
approach this Bill in a tru0 perspective. 
The cattlemen have asked for something and 
the Government have been generous enough 
to g·ive them practic,.llv "·hat thcv ask for. 
?Chc Government at the ·sa.me time are adopt
mg proper safeguards for tho industr ;·. 
There are specific clauses which will preve;1t 
~~hC' cattle-cnvner br~co1nillf; a tyrant in thf• 
mdustry. vVe have reached a time when 
schemes of co-operation and pooling have 
become the rage. I am afraid that they 
have become too much the rage. \Ve have 
heard a lot about the industry being .vet
nursed. I do not know what profession or 
trarlo the hon. member for J\llaryborough 
followed before he entered politics, but I 
want to give an emphatic denial to his state· 
ment that the farmers have been wet-nursed, 
or nursed at all. They have not be'm given 
a fan chance up to date. Perhaps the hon. 
member meant theY were wet-nursed when 
the Department of Agriculture stole their 
butter, or wh~n they were suffering from 
excessive t:axatwn through the extravagance 
of t~e Government. I may be mistaken, 
and It may be wet-nursing, but I have never 
yet seen any instance of it. The Govern· 
ment brought in an organisation scheme and 
have subscribed to the upkeep of it. It is 
a very quc~·tionable schen1o any way you 
like _to take. it. The Minister will probably 
admit that It has become a tyrant. \Ve all 
know that the consumer ha~ a reasonable 
case to put up, and any scheme that is put 
forward that is going to injure the majority 
of individuals is not going to do any good 
for the State. This Meat Industry Encour· 
agement Bill is not going to injure the 
peop~e. The cattle industry is in its present 
positiOn through no fault of those concerned 
in it. I dare say that, as a class of men, 
theY are as hard to organise as any other 
At the same timP ii is merelv a matter of 
circumstances that hac, put the industry in 
its prc,,,_•nt position. It is no me hon. mem· 
bor'· opposite saying that the industry is 
goi11g to bccon1e a dangerous organisation. 
The hon. member for Fassiforn, when speak· 
ing on the Bill, represented the pastoralists, 

[Jlr. Warren. 

and he outlined a very fine scheme that 
should benefit not only the industry but 
Queensland generally. I do not think there· 
is the slightest danger of those in the indus· 
try going to the Government for money. 

Mr. CARTER: Oh, no; they wont't go to tne 
Government! 

Mr. \VARREN: I am not going to worry 
about it-they would not got very much out 
of the Government. 

Mr. WEIR: What about your crowd? They 
got £70,000. 

Mr. vVARREN: I never saw any of the 
£70.000. This scheme must finance itself 
if it is going to be a satisfactory on8. I am 
of the opinion that the cattlemen and sheep· 
men of Queensland are quite able and willing, 
once they have the machinery, to put the 
machinery into operation and effect their 
own salvation. I did not quite agree with the 
hon. member for Mm·illa when he said that 
the pastorali't must put the meat on the 
plate, because I am afraid he might take it 
off again. All schemes must enable the pro· 
ducer, as nearly as possible and in the 
course of time, to evolve a plan that will 
put the article produced into the user's 
hands. I know that any scheme of a revolu· 
tionary nature, if it is not built upon a sound 
foundation, will be a failure. If the pas· 
toralists will accept the responsibility and 
put their best leg. forward, I sec no reason 
whv this scheme should not derive the bene· 
fits' pointed out by the hon. member for 
Fassifern. 

1t is no use denying that it is possible to 
breed a class of cattle that \vill develop much 
quickPr than the aYcrag:• herds in Queens
land tc -dav. I do r"ot bcliPYe that the 
people· of ·Queen,land have CYPr pd thrir 
minds to the production of an early maturing 
beast as they have. done in other parts of the 
world. The idea in the past ·"as to hold 
bn!locks; the older the bullock the better 
thev thought the meat was. A selwme of this. 
description will do more to bring about a 
bf>tt'T system in the pastoral industry than 
h~ts eYer bc•Pn followed before. I was m 
J'\ew Llcalami a few years ago, and the people 
of :'\! ew z, ~land are much m or<' adyanc ·d m 
thC' matter of co~opcration thr~n we arc. 
Small holders who arc breNling lambs for the 
market have established a S'> stem und?r which' 
they can c~trry twice as m~ny sheep on theii· 
small holdings as they could preYiously. It 
did not matter hmY small the paddocks wt·re. 
the flocks wero chang d to a difl'crcnt pa-d
dock each dav. They had seven paddocks
that is ono for each dav of the week. That 
s.' f'.tcm was brought about by co-operation, 
and the scheme providPd for in this Bill is 
;roinQ· to bring about a bdt0r condition of 
thin~s in the pastoral industr~·. I would 
not lle a bit surprised in a few years, if the· 
best men arc put forward by the pastoralists. 
to see a Y<'rv much better svstem followed 
in the pastorit! industry, with -tlw Nsult that 
wo would have a gr,"at deal more beef to· 
send mvay from Australia. 

:\lr. COLLIJ'\S (Bowcn): Like the hon. 
member for l'daryborough. I am surprised' 
that we haYo to pass a Bill to organise what 
aro generally termed the capt tine of industry, 
The captains of industry having failed in· 
moclPrn society, it has nmv been left to a 
Labour Go,·ernment, \dlO represent the collec. 
tiye school of thought-who would not hav<Y 
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been on those Treasurv benches had they not 
had sufficient intelligmwe to organise the 
workers, "-ho placed us in the position we 
!lOW occupy. vVe have tried to organise 
the agriculturists if they can be organised
I admit thee' are a -difficult class to organise 
-anr! no\V \Ye arc starting to organise the 
cattle-owners and shcopownors. 'Those are 
the people who at ono time told us we 
v: .•re not fit to govern; that we had not 
sufilcient cxpcrienco in the goYcrn1ncnt of 
mankind; and now. when the_v get into a 
difficulty-owing to tho disadrous war which 
they help 'd to bring about-they come to us 
for assistance. Do not forget that the capital· 
istic s:o<stcm of society was responsible for the 
war. It was r __ ,ponsible for all the millions 
killed in Europe. and it was rc-.ponsible for 
the slump that took place in regard to cattle. 
I am not finding any fault with them because 
they have to app0al to us, recognising· as thev 
do that in app~'aling to us we have superior 
intelligence. In this measure, provision is 
made for a Council and for a Board, and 
pmrcr is given to that Board to levy assess
n1cnt~o.. I notice thrv cannot assC'ss over and 
abov,, Id. per head, for cattle and one-sixth 
{lf a pennv per }wad for sheep. Then I notice 
that thC're are to be certain exemptions. The 
exemptions are 100 head of cattl and 500 
head of sheep. Let us examine the cxemp
tjo!l~. because it i::; very interesting to kno\v 
1Yhmn Y aro really legislating for. Let us 
examine the number of people who own the 
cattle in Queensland. I am going to quote 
fro'n the latec .. t report to hand-that for 1921-
1922-of the Department of Agriculture and 
8iock, page 101. I find that we have got 
48,719 cuttle-m1ners in Queensland. How 
manY of that number will be exempt? Th
fi_guros al'e-From 1 to 100 head, the number 
of O""ners is 41,009, owning 1,178,980 head. 
Thl'se will be exempt from the assessment. 
Now we come to the cattle-owners who will 
ha vc to pay the asscssinent~ 

Cattle. 

From 101 to 300 
From 301 to 1,000 .. 
From 1,001 and upwards 

I I No. o' 
0\vners., 

No. of 
Cattl•·. 

1--
4,846 
1,850 
1,005 

1 

817.130 
976,396 

4 074,56-1 

It will be noticed that 1,005 owners own over 
4,ono,OOO of the cattle in Queensland. Those 
are the l attlo barons who have proved that 
th0y cannot organise themselves, and it is 
l ft to men who have come from the mines, 
the fact01·in, and the shops to show them how 
to organise-to lift them out of the difficult.ies 
thcv find themsolves in. The total number 
of cattle in QL!censland is 7.047,376. Let us 
examin·! the sheepowners \vho are to be 
as~C'o'3Cd undPr the meap.ure, and ascertain 
hoY. many of them will be exempt. 'There 
arc onlv 4,090 shcepowners in the whole of 
Queensland. These people make more noise 
than the whole of the rest of the population. 
Th:se few cattle-owners on the one hand and 
tho few shec•powners on the other hand are 
able to create more noise than anybody else 
owing to the economic pressure th?y can exert 
from time to time. Owing to the fact that 
they control the means of production to a 
large extent and also the financial institu
tions. and are able to apply pressure all 
round, they can kick up a noise in their daily 
papers from time to time. I will give the 

li<;!Ol'l'S with regard to shocp from page 10' 
of the report already quoted-

Sheep. 

From 1 to 500 
From 601 to 1,000 
From 1 ,00 l to 2,000 
Frorn 2,001 to 5,000 
From 5,001 to 10,000 
l<'rom 10,001 to 20.000 
From 20,001 to C>O.OOO 
From 50 001 to 100,000 
From 100.001 an:l upwards 

Total 

• ~o. of I 
01vners.l 

l,~g?, 
4118 
i)5~ 

4"6 
~]] 

157 
47 
I:3 

Xo. of 
Sheep. 

170 074 
23~, 1 0~ 
fllZ,\1:2.3 

J,HCH,:J6:l. 
3,0~6,201 
.:2,<J.S.~,081 
4, 710,684 
3,10:2-,:?.il 
1 ,53~,508 

vY e find from these figures that there arc 428 
owners who o·.\ n 12.479,554 shocep out of a 
total of 18,402.3°•9. Four hundred and 
twenty-eight ... heepowncr'' o-.,-n the bulk of 
our shcCil and 1.005 110r~ons own thr- bulk of 

' our <'attle ! 'I'hese a re d1e people 
[7.30 p.rn.] who could not or!?.tnise them-

sPlves-thc people wrth whom the 
C'ountry party are allied, the, hon. rnembt'r 
for BurnctL and others! 'lht '·' haxP got 
themselves into a quagmire. and the_;- come 
to the Labour party to get them out. It rs 
lrft to the Labour party, who represent and 
look after tho intN··sts of the ,vhol:' com
nlunity, to sho\r them ho\v to organise. 

Let us exantine these fignrcs n1orc closely 
fDl' a few moments. Of tlw total number 
of o'YllNS of sheep, 3,662 per ,ons own onh-
5 922.845 sheep, whilst 428 owners own over 
12,lJO.OOO. Is it any wonder that the people 
han~ Leon saying that the shecp(nvncr;3 have 
been on a good wickc·t' These 1,005 owners 
of cattle and thc,e 428 owners of sheep arc 
the ones who pull th,, ··-!rings and make the 
puppets-the small cattle aud sheep owners
jump. V\'p ha..-e to come to then· rescue and 
chow them how to o:ot nd of therr surphu 
c<•ttlc. There is the hon. member for :\lur!lla, 
1.-rho saYR thcv are not aptlroachlug the 
GovernrYH_•nt f;r a,ll', n~.;;i-,tancc, but who 
expects the State cattle stations to contribut' 
to their fund. 

i\Ir. WARRE:\ : Why not? 

:Ur. COLLIKS: Why not! \Vhy do they 
net do as we did? \Ve bad no Govel'nmont 
l!l~hlnd us in the earlv davs of our move
nwnt to organise U:). \1\r c Ol:ganiscd our~elve 1 

and suffered in the doing of it. I have 
watched >NV closelv the ]Pgi"larion which 
has gone through · this Chamber, and I 
realise with all other thinking men, that it 
indica.fw, the brcakdoYt·n of the capit.alist 
S' stem. As ihc hon. member for Mary
Liorough sa'S \VC wonld neyer hav0 hlld this 
clifficulb If ' we hctd a Federal Labour 
Govcrnn1cnt v;ith broad views, concerned 
not so ILnch ahout the interests of a section, 
but concerned for the masses of the JWople
not concerned for 428 sheepo' ... -ncrs and 1, O:J5 
cattle-owners, but for the whole of the 
people. I am not goinQ" to loJge an,- ob:,·c
tion to the measure, because I recognise that 
it is good to organi~e. and '''C' rca1i"e that 
thev liave not the brains to do it. \Vc who 
bel~ng to tl1e masses must show them how. 
\Ve who belong to the masses had to pull 
them out of the war, jmt as we shall have to 
pull thE·m out of the difficulties which they 
are in in Great Britain because of the war, 
so that there wili be people in Great Brit a in 
who will be able once more to consume the 
beef of which e have a surplus. 

11-ir. Collins.] 
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I do not intend to speak any longer. 
1 just rc>o to lot the pcopln of Queensland 
kno·,\' that, nlthongh we h('ar 1'') n1uch about 
the pc:or slJCPfJO\Vller and the poor cattlc
O\YllCT, 423 pPrsons O\Yll 12.00 \COO of our 
shr:cp, aud 1 .. 005 pc1'.-HiflJ O\Vn thP bulk of our 
cattlL~l CHlpha~i~f' the }Joiut! 

Mr. CL \YTO.\" interjected. 

Mr. f'()LLl'iS: I would PXfLt th:J hon. 
member for \Yidc Ba:c to bo in sympathy 
\rith the Llg bu~i:nf'~ .. ~f's nnd the bj~~ eattl(~
OHners. Iic is rncrc con~{'nT:tivl'. and the 
Conn1-r-"~":" party an' n:oJ\ (O'FrTYative than 

the hon. mornbcr fer \Ynmum: and, 
he is const:1Yati\·c enough! 

c\Jr. CORSER (lJ>Jrrc tt): An Anstr:tlian 
crg-atti·-~~tion of the c t1le iudnstr~' i:::: c~•scn
tial. \Yt· nr0 Pot f'alli1lg' upon the Labour 
nart~,T ln thi;:; ~tntr~ 1o f.(iY(' the jn'[u,:;try an:~

arc• only a:-<l(lng for a Bill whic.h 
us into line with the pcoyJlo in 

undc,r nu- a lHl ru he pasgcd 
i<l accor(:ar1ce · ·ith n ~chen10 Jnnn1 

UjJ nw caHlc jut l'f'·t-3 them;;; lYe..::. The 
caitlc JWOJll" m ihi.' f'!ftt" "re ]Jractically 
do\vn and Ollt, and throtq;lt t1H'il' oqranis,"l-
1ion· t}H'Y ha\.(' ('','OlV<'d a. ~c}H'nlf' 1-Yhic:l \Ye 
::Jrl' ao:kc~11(> rahfY. BPcnn-~' the\- {jlftr> to 
tltis Hnwc ,,;th H Jlill for tint · hon. 
IlHmbcrs oppo··i1 1-:· tb:tt \\-c to c··awl 
to tl1c LahnuT party t) !JR'i.-3 ~~H11ethi11g to 
saYc thern f:.·o~n ck'structiou. 

}Ir. \YnR: Fn:n1 thC'Pl~Ph·e~. 

}Tr. CORSE~~: 1£ 1hut 1s ~o. dncs the hon. 
rnernbc-r claint tlwt tfw -~JH' . .,p·· 1c 1 ~re c1o·wn 
and out and era \Vlin~ tn llt• ~:n·eJ frorn 
rlH·nbclYz\s---bt:·au-c tlu'v arc ic.cL-,dPd in thi; 
Dill'? Tho ea ttl('ll1('ll llr0 1~ot ; ~kir~g to be 
~-a \·ed from thc-rn dYe~, but o::l_ for a fair 
nJean~ o nmblt' t11t'P1 tc' brilt':!' a 

of tl)('ir indn~tl"/, .·\nd ]t net 
for the c;1 tt le p: nple a lotH'. but 

nf _\n ... lr~:lia. n(,: only fur the 
a\ u h·· f)i• .->rkPl: 

in the indu~h·y. ~i1:cc th' irJn·h\ hrls 
practicrdiy ruinC'd. we h:-:vf ha· 1 to' gu to t!w 
shipping cmnpan ic·-. tl ·.' lla il•· 
IlJPnt. the m·. at-:\·ork~. aEd p·, ur 
\Yith a rclj_UE'st t1lat th0y .;.lwu]cl l10lp 
r(·ducc tlw of nrodurt:on. .~) as to rnakf' 
it po.~~iblo u;:; i~) sc,1l our J.roduct O!l the 
other side of the wmld. 

:\Jr. \\-Em: And we hnYc to pc:c through 
tht~ no~C' for it l1,--:·rc'. 

~Ir. Ci )H~En: Yo11 haYo 11nt: and if vou 
ha·;c to pa~7 through tho no~e at a t;mc 
1\ hPll th(' grn\\'( r \Y •:" recei-.,·ing n, pt·ic:::.• 

h:ch was not C'Cilw,l to the cu-:t. of }Jroduc-
lioTJ, it ~'3 f:-1nH of YO!Lr O'.Yn Cfn,'rnmPnt. 
\Yhai· is nsc of· the f'lonJtni:---:imwr of 
P<-iccs, of the Shtr bnt ·her ohnp or of the 
State stntion~'! '\Yhpr, the ca1tlc-·-ro'-.cr call
not ntnk(~ \1<-l~-.,-c'" or pa,~· his rcllt i~1 a 1 irno of 
drought and lo ~· pric0s. th:' re rnuo:t h' ~ -un10 
lnck of org:ntisat·inn i11 the 1-ixati:JJJ of 
if t.hc hon. nwmlwr has tn pay t 
thl· no.~c- :or l:J:; pro'1nd. ..All we· 
C(Tnr>d abont 1~ to rru1 ke it- pn.;_~illlc' 
growt>r io n'CPl\'0 il J'P!uuncration. 
Wl' ;ne no1 (~oYPr:~nH'nt Ln' one 

~-o\ lrn~Jron'rr:cnt of concli-
or fnr ni·.:·;1ni•c:Jt1cr.. Po·.~:rr i;:;; 

fought in the Bill 1o Pn ~ltl(' thP cattle-
0\\'ncrs to IT1<Jkc~ lcYi(•s upn~1 1hcrn ,f ~YC'", 

l\Ir. \',"Em: 
do n~:t pa'. 

[.~Jr. ('oliins. 

:\Jr. CORSER: If the people in an industn 
nrc 11oi a1JCJl.\Pcl to oro·ulli"C IYhat rirrht have
the Lf~bot>r p2rtv t; :::.a:~ .. ' ihut C'.H;;llulsor\~ 
unionisn1 is ('"-JCn.tinJ? The"': sav that it i.fl. 
nt'cn,sary to con::.p0l people to o'i·gflni.:,_, anrl 
to penali~c them if thev do not. join with 
r ne another. Thev preac·h the doctriJC~ and 
put. on t.he ~tatutc-book rnca'3ures of C'OJll
pnhDry unior.isrn. and, hC'causp IYC' conlt' here 
with a Bill proYiding for co-opt'rativf' n~€0 
-ciations bcty;een ono gro\vcr and anntner, 
jhry drcry ns a.nd sa:, that \YC' arr' n.:;1'--·:ng 
for <onwthing from the Labour part_, .. that 
lYe (ll'P do1Yn nnrl ont. that. IYf' "Cl·:-· c~!' in 
hancl. or that \YC cra\vl to the GoYorn:Jio'no. 
I t[o noi think that is fair. :·nd I .a1n sorrv 
10 hear hon. members on the Governmen't 
benches so C'-:prC'~::ir.g thf:'nl~rlYf'S when nHln 
(ll'C' ·down and ont. \Yhcn mrn an-.. .-:lown 
~'nd 011t. wh0n they ran!1ot pa~.- iheir rents and 
rait~s. ,,-·hen thev cannot liYe in the con1fort 
thr·~, haYc Pnjr;~·cd in the pa:;;t., IYhen fhc:v 
nre con1nf'llec1 to live under the condition~· 
which thP union~ permit, it is no timr to 
nur in th•-' 11-oot. Be'( 1u~ \YC' , re looki1~p; 
for r;rg;nJl•.ltion c1nd h'Jpir:~r for a:::~1~tanct 
f.lr IY'Jrkcr":' cf th0 Sta t(' it clo:' ~ not sn~ 
t 1 ~<lt W(' r(' ('l'tnding and cnmin~ ('Ull in 
hand. '' P u~ front our.::p]l~,_-~." saY-s the· 
hon. 1n0ndJ0r ::\I 1rshornu.cd1. · 

:\Ir. IYETR: T brmoe:ht Yen to :·our feet. 
I hcl\'C llHldP you ho1Yl. · 

~I:. C'ORSER: Whether I am hmY!ing or 
)lrJt, whnt I a,11 "-1Yiu~; i~ ,~·0nlrin0 and r' .am· 
f'.inr 'l'C'. Th0 lton. ·nH·:mlwr for }'Inry1_ )fOnf!:h 
said t!1at the caJt]f'lncn hnd dour, nothing 
Z(;r th(1 n, -c·h-p;;; Jnd th; 1 t thP.\' did 110t attempt 
to org-nni··<'. Thcv c.;i.-1 cl~dulYOUl' to org Lni~,e 
d:.1.ri11g t1w 1 i111e- to be· 
1•n ;ne-rot~~. l1t1t the 
tha1 pro.,rerity l'" 
t")tllmndit~: and 
;e~rl the lwk of thr> ncoplr' of Qur'<'mland 
<'t a p:·if'f' that did r1ct ll<l_\' the QTO"·f'r. 
(GnY('f11PIC'nt lnug-ht( r l Thf'y also increased 
thPir J'f'lltnl::; out- nf' all reason. 

.}lr. I\.:rRW.\X: Yon arc not game to quote· 
Bookcr''3 Sp{ crh Qll that. 

:Mr. C'ORSER: The hnn. c·ror1tlcmnn can 
quote what he like'· I am ;.c,·pon,iblo for 
v.,hat I hl·tvc to ::-.n"·. '· Sayn n~ front our-
~rlvf's," savs the l~on. lllE.'tllbc>r for .:...1arv
borouf2:h ~ ~II0 al:::,J ;;:ay~ th(lt ll1e cattlE 

La,., to eo:11c to the Go,·ernment 
\\Thon1 l~irl tlH' \Fn·kcr~ com0 

\' ~11tr:.l to ed·:blir-h nnirn:-: in 
Thcv <111'" in paot Lih0ral 

,\c!,.,inietrnti-nm. \Ye hac! union' estalrlisherl 
in Qn0011'-lrlr~rl heforp the L:.tbour IHlrt:,· ever 
('' ~·10 iPtn f'xi<::tnnre. 

Th0 SPEAK ER : Orclc'r ~ 

:\!>-. C'OHSER: Thi.~ Bill is onlv to ratifv 
rn fl'~Tf'(Tll('nt rrnrl i·o (;i,·c stntu{or: nowc'r 
for o~·r""1ni:;:.1tlon nnd 1ht' eolkction of Jcyjp-.., 
~ 1·d \Ye' rr. r~oi doing- any n1orr' than an.;, 
rth0r •cticn of tlw colnntu!"!.it-· .,-ht n \YC' n.:;k 
for th'~t. Becuu· -~ hon. l1 1 "l)lLcr' 0npositc 
do r:ot al·,,avs agr0c 1llY 1:iill -:::n1:H!' 
nf 1:1c ,' 11'11<; are int~"r· in. ihi.:.: .P.ill. is. 
i:lflt nn·.- rca~·on \YhY 1h0Y -hnn1d Yil"\Y thi<;', 
ni!l .,_{'('()tdincdY? Th(• . hon. YJlOmlwr fnr 
::'·la;-rltcrn;wh · 1atcrl that it v·,, left l.n the 
T lh.,ur Goi·rrnnlPnt to s~Y0 thi, incl11stry. 
TlwY haY<' not ~rtYod it. It i~ 1ho C-ommo~1-
1YC''~1th GnYf'rnrlPnt ·who 1FlY0 ~nvf rl ihc 
ir;:ln.·tl'v. The Sh.t0 Govrr~nncnt haYf' (~OD('· 
ncthin:?· t0 -::V(· the indn~trY. Tl)is i..:: nrt 
1h0ir ~,C'h n1r. This is the iro\Yerq' schcinc_ 
During the \Yholc tirnc of the deprC's~ion in, 



I'd wt Industry [25 OcTOBER.] Encouragement Bill. 1967 

the cattle industry the State Government 
did not do one thing towards saving the 
indmtry. 

::\1r. KIRWAX: What has the Common
wealth Gov·ernment done' ::\othit'g! 

:\fr. CORSER : During the year 1921-22, 
the Commonwealth GovernmeHt adv anccd 
£100,000 to this State by wav of subsid,- for 
the cattle industry; the'v ad~·anced £100.000 
during the year 1922-23: and they will 
probably advance another £100,000 this year. 
Out of £140.000 advanced bv the Common
wealth by way of subsidy to the cattle indw
try, £100,00G Clme to this St.;de. That has 
given us encouragcnlellt, has made it pos
si.bl{~ for us to organi~e Olll' indnf'tr:v, has 
g·1vcn u::; hope for the iuture, .and ha"& 
enabled us to push forvv arc! with leo;iclation 
similar to this in all the State•., w!]ich will 
bt hettC>r than anv GoYernnH'nt :-.nbsidv. 
It will cm.blc tho ;,attlemen to •·avc· the.ir 
industry through their OVYH cHcleavours 
instead of looking for subsidies. Thi-s war 
we expect another £100,000 by way of 'sn b
stdy. 

:Wr. KIRWAK: The cattlemen reeeivccl 
£200,000 from this GoYernment by vv-ay of 
raihvay concessions. 

Mr. CORSER: The Gowrnment ha-d pre
v-ious]:, increased the frc•ights b: 63 per ccnL 

:VIr. Bm;cE: \Vhv ar., :: ou stonn.-alling 
the Bill? ' 

:\h. CORSER: If the Labour Gon'rnmont 
had not been in povver "c v.onld not hav-e 
found it nEcessary to con1e for,yar,d a11cl ;_ ~k 
for this measure, and tho cattl£' industr•; 
would not bn in its present position. Tho 
gTower.5 in ·victoria have been able to get 
a fctir price for their cattle and hav-e been 
able to ma.rke1; their < d tie. The L.tbour 
Gov-ernment in this St<tte have made it 
impossible for the meat to he marketed and 
impossible for the grower here to make a 
fair liYing in tin1c of {1cprC>ssion. The hon. 
member for Murilla said that 70 per cont. 
of the cattle of Australia were ov•nNl in 
Queensland. That is the rcaoon whv this 
Bill shenld concern e\·erv leo:isl .tor in 
Quecn;land more than it should coJH E'Tn any 
oth0r Pnrlinn1cYJt in the CommonwerHh \VC 
should not look. at it from the J10i~t of 
nevv- that those cattlemf>n are down and 
kirk them and kern them do,,·n and sav, 
" Why Rhonlcl we allow them to got up a~d 
!.3ave thcmseh·cs fron1 thctno:sclYcs ?" 

Mr. ·WEIR: You forgot the tear. 

:Wr. CORSER: Seeing that we hold 70 
p0r cent. of the cattle it is ncc2s~a r" for 
ns to snvc this industry not onlv fo~ tlw 
O\>:ners of the ~tock. but' in the illtcrests of 
the employees in the i"clustrv eo that theY 
< m look {or something better" in the fuhm~. 
which ran only be brought about b:v giving 
them better conditions when they arc 
engaged. 

Mr. WEIR: Do you think they are paid 
decent vvages now? 

Mr CORSER: We are pa;:ing what the 
union asks. 

:Yir. ·WEIR: Look at the hon. member for 
Fassifern ~-rinning at you. 

J\1r. CORSER: The . hon. member for 
::Vlaryborough said the farmers were being 
wet-nursed. 

Mr. \VEIR: So they arc. 

]\fr. CORSER: I wonder who are the 
parasites on the farn1ers who are ~itting 
opposite? 

1Hr. CosrELLO: They are parasites on the 
\Vorkers. 

-:\Ir. CORSER: The hon. member for 
Bow0n gave a con1pilation of figun., and 
said that 1,005 cattle-ovv-ncrs hold the 
majoritv of cattlo in the Stato. He did 
not sccy- that the Siatc was excluded from 
that compilation and that the State is the 
biggcc·t holder of cattle in the State. 

0PPOSITIO:--i ME1IBERS: Ah! Ah! 

Mr. CORSER: If the State as a cJtt!E·
,-:p-,ynl'r is taken into r Ol!:::ideratlon, thu1 1·hat 
average would b0 reduced conoidcrabl~. 

11r. COLLIXS: I took my figures from the 
dock rf'turns. 

Mr. CORSER: Thn hon. member for 
B(,Wt'D quoted cnn1rai;ies 'cs ind1·,-1dual 
o·,vnc~:s. Those compai 1 fPs probaL1y reprc~::;ent 
hundreds of share.hohl.-'1'!:--V. idows and others 
\\·Lo have put the;,. money into ea ttlc. 
iGoYC'l·nment laughter.) :1\ian / incliYidna].5 in 
~.hese CDD1panics 1H1Vtc.~ put their mon·-:_1 into 
Qnecn,iantl industrie :me! vv-c• shonlrl stick 
ro i.ht>m. Probably rn<U· y "'\V;)rkers through 
ccr1·ajn institution~ have put their 111onoy 
irrto the cattle indust··:·, and, as that is the 
~_:Tt :-ltest indnstry, tho~r~ cOJnrmHies should bt-· 
CCHlflliJ~lcntcd and no'::: counLed as one big' 
ron1bl1Je Dr ono bi~ indiYidual holding raltL~ 
to the value of mi!Iions of rounds. Those· 
c&..ttle arc not worth 3.11ything on the 1narkc~t 
r.t 1!1c prcsr,nt time ~-~ou could not ~:lispose 
of 1html. They arc 01 no eoznnwrciai \ ttiue. 
1'his Bill is to enable ihe industry to org-nnise 
co-rxpt>rativcly and coU(·ct the levies that aro 
e"ential so as (o pa_; '"·-rerts to handle this 
meat properly anrl bl·k aftN the '11<:rkcts 
in other parts of tho wodd. It is 01J!y to 
1"':> the people to c.;rry out those dutie& 
which the Agent-Gen. rn.: has failed to c:nry 
f1ltT. (Govcrnmcn~ lar;,ghtcr.) \Ve ha- e not 
h:1d one iota of a.ssieVt.llCO fro1n the Ag"ent~ 
(~~'W'~·al in connection \\·ith our n1cat in~h:t3try 
in Groat Britain, an,l that is ono o£ our 
1. rc::lie<t trouble--. \Ye kno"· that durir;g the 
\var and after the \'i'H.r our great troubh~· 
ir, <he catt-le indusn ""s State co:;trol. 
:St a 1 e eontrol in the ::et ttlo indusi rv h~:s to 
a Ycry groat extent brcJnght about the prPscnt 
c~d>aclc. The hon. HH!m ber for B~·Jsbano 
w,t\·cs his hand becaa~t; ho is getting plont:,· 
uf chc <p steak. 

:'.Jr. KIRWAN: I am getting ,_,]enty of your 
cheep tripe. 

~lr. CORSER: The hon. member for 
CT<'(·or:" in a vcrv 1n~.: /Osting speech to*·da:· 
,.,ra!cd that thcro WP1'0 n1inC'rS in tbc 1\orth 
who bad only two fcc"'s of mcai. a. v(a"<'. 'l'hc· 
c;ovcrnrnent should "e' to it that those 
v;orkers obtain n10at horn the State stntlon~:;'
to en .. cble them to ha Ye rt feed at le, si.. en'rv 
~undr,-. Th~ handling, of the meat market: 
nuring the war b~· lne GoYE:'rnnw-:-1t ha~ 
brought a.bout this dcb (·\(~, They contrn~·tc'd 
fot' and ·ic-nt" the lllC'J j· 0v·nv to J3ritajn. The 
t~aitlc~o1.vneri::> had no indi~~idual rcpL·•'scuta
tion t.berc. The ct-J>'<' in Great Rritain 
became choked with meat, and vYhen the 
war terminated millions of pounds of beef 
\\"ere iying in the stcroc. uncEstributed to the 
]!( ;J]t~ in the countrir" 1,·hcrc it n1ight have 
bt·(•n sent. \Vhy r\ as it a.llo"'\\T•d to ·1· run1u~ 
late'( rrhe Govcrnmcmi: vvcrc the np;C~:li.S foi· 
the people. Its accunu,lation was due tn lack 
of fwesig-ht. After t.l.. war it was found 
E<'C< .'-sary to sell £5,GOO,OOO worth to Vesteys, 
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and the vvorld's 1na:·k,! wa8 held up for 
.son1o time ovving to tiwt sale. If the Jnf' tt 
had h·on handled by t:'" co-opc·r,.tivf' meihodo 
that arc sought to be oel up under this Bill. 
the rna.rkets would llt:\'r·r have been [;lJo~JoU 
tu f!Ct into th·• condici·cn thev did g ·t int>. 
It is sincerely hoped th:It 'all the crcttlc
owncrs will bo includPd in the organi~ lion. 
<Hld that the State .. -ili be indudod. It i. 
hopod and desired that the State will pa,v 
its contribution, just «S the owner of 100 
or 300 cattle will have to do. The Stat'' 
sho1.1ld not back out oi the organis.·.tivn, 
con,iciering that notb:n;;· has boon dun,, by 
it to help the industrv. Some hon. mewbcr.s 
on the Government si~le appear to hold so,mc 
grudge ar~ain't the industry, and now th •t 
it is down wish to keep it down. I hope 
that hon. members wiil not repeat the sbtc
mer·ts that have been made to tho '!feet 
thai the industry has Lot boon able• tc> do 
anything for itse<f, :1nrl that it has to go 
cap in hand to the (;overnment to save it 
frum itself. No suc(t dti'lg JB asked for. vY c 
are only asking for tlw ratification of "· 
PJea~ure which is ~;_)intl' to opcraiP right 
throt:ghout the Commomvcalth. vVc' ,h,tll 
r:ot get the maxim;:t" of g-ood fror!l the 
indvstry until \YO ha,,,-:. eo-operation arnong 
the vvholo of tho 1ncat ~ntercsts in Ans~r:t!ia. 
When that time arrive>< the industn will 
be saved from the trouble it is in to-1b,y. 

1\fr. KmwAN: More State socialism. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The Bill we arc 
con,idering to-night is the outcome of a con
ference of meat interests which took place 
last year in lVl<·lbourne in order to devise 
some method to organise the industry \vhich 
played a very important part until the last 
two or three yeaJ'S in the development of 
Queensland and Australia. The function of 
any Government is to assist and encourage 
industrie' of the State as far as they possible' 
and reasonably can. With the knowledge wo 
have of what the industry has meant to 
Queensland in years gone by, and what it 
will mPan to Queensland in the days that 
arc to come, the necessity was forced on the 
Government to do oomething in its interests, 
The Minister was at that conference, which 
was attended by the roprr,entatives of the 
cattle industry in all the States. It was 
thought that some means or methods could 
be .dev-isod by which the whole of the cattle
breeders in Australia could be brought into 
line to save the industry from practically 
being extinguished. That fact was on the 
horizon then as well as it is at the present 
time. It would be very disastrous for 
Queensland if anything of the kind happened. 
We have lwen told during the debate that 
Queensland was responsible for six-sevenths 
of the total quantity of meat exported from 
Australia in 1921. A fair proportion of the 
value of that export for the Queemland 
interest amount0d to over £3,000,000. \Ve do 
not want to see anything happen that "'ill 
cause this industry to stagger and fall, as it 
is prac! ically doing at the present time. The 
State is interested in the preservation of the 
industry just as much as the individual 
owners. The State is the owner of big sta, 
tions and a very large number of cattle. 
Those of us who are not engaged in the 
industry are cognisant of the accumulation 
ot stock that is taking place at the present 
time, and for which no remunerative market 
can be found. When the cattle reach a 
certain ago thev depreciate in v-aluE' and 
quality. We ha~e been told that the demand 
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in Groat Britain is for cattle of two and 
a-half to three years old. vVe must supply 
cattle of th<1t age to satisfy the consumers on 
the other side of the world. \V e ha' e not 
lwc n able to prove up to the present time 
that we arc able to do so. The council that 
is to be a ppoillted under the Act is going to 
take oyer the n1anagcn1ent of all que.;;tions 
concerning the industry. Scientific methods 
arc to be employed to Improve the quahty of 
stock, not onlv in this State, but throughout 
"_\ustralia. lt 'must be patent to anyone that, 
no matter how c 1reful the cattleman may be 
in a selection or brood of hi,, stock, their 
quality deteriorate,,. in :::easons su~h as have 
prevailed in Queensland for qUJte a long 
time. If the cattle do not get the be,,t fodder 
or oTass to. 1naintain thcn1 in good ronclition. 
that high quality which Great Britaii_J and 
the oih0r consun1ing countries destre \VIll not 
he attained. \Ve hear a good deal at times 
about the world's parity. If the price in 
I~ondon comes down below the cost of pro
duction, that is no argument why th~ con
sumers in Australia should pay a stmdar 
price to what is being paid in London. T 
contend that the people of Australia have 
CYf'ry right to paY sl!ch a price for their 
primary prodnce as w1II return to the pro
dneer the· full cost of productwn and some
thing over, so that he will be able to make 
a living and hold his own. The fact that the 
·world's parity comes dovi.Tn to a po1nt below 
the cost of produetion is no argument why 
that price should prevail here. It is only 
during the la,<t few y0ars that these troubles 
have come upon us. vYe have been told that 

these troubles have been brought 
[3 p.m.] about bv a breakdown of the 

capitalistic svstem, and quite a 
number of other reasons 'arc ac.signed for the 
trcuble tha.t the world finds itself in to-day 
in so far as food supplies arc concerned. I 
ccrtainlv do not think that it is a break
down of the ea nit alio:tic system. I think the 
results of the Vl'ar have been much more far
reaching- than anvone of us anticipated they 
would b0. \Ve only have to consider the 
position of Germany at th.e prcse~?t moment, 
where the people are pracbcall:<' Wl1 bout foo~, 
The unfortunate part of this Europe!'n po,J
tion is that. although wo in A':'straha .could 
trade with them bv takmg the1r promissory 
notes if thoro wae ~ possibility of the_ir beinz 
honoured, wo find that those countrll·s have 
neither cash nor credit. \V e cannot afford to 
be so philanthropic as to g-ive away our 
nroducts that are 'O badlv needed by the 
European coqntries. If "'" adopted such a 
policy. it woul-d mean that wo \\·ould soon be 
in a similar position to them. 

1 welcome the Bill and think it is a etep 
in t1to right .cJiredion. and that it wili assist 
to :-:h1 hi lisP whn t is f1DC' of thP g-l'C 1t0st 
indusl-rl('s not onlv in Ouccns1and l:nt in 
"\'"h'. !ia. I consich thrt the~ immc·nsc• 
rtr('as ro·w gnnvinr-; Cdttln will for ma.ny ~'ra,rs 
he ntilised for th»t pw·poso. and t.h-tt. the 
i11du~1rv will rcrnain \lYlC of ou1~ pnnnp3.l 
Jt1chndr~es. One th~n~ 1hat has \'tood to Ufi 
in {)uprnsland. and in An~tralia generally, 
h'" been the high pr:co that we h"-"" boon 
able io secure in the rnark0ts of the wcrld 
for 1ho wool fro:-n r,,. sheep. Thi, has 
eHablcd Australia. to t'cle over <t verv dif!icnlt 
nc;·ic-d. I think that this Dill should be 
rr~n:-ldcred and discu~:.40d a~ a non-pari·,'' JTIPtt ~ 
sure. and with th'' cnire to assist the 
i'lr1n-•.try, which is in a YC'Ty pa.rlous condition. 
Tf \\e can bv this ler:idation put i<; on its 
fe·et, we shoiild do so: There may be some 
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<:lifficultv in getting the other States to pass 
similar legislation. but perhaps the7 will do 
'30. There is oue difficulty that I foresee, and 
thal ic. that, if a c•<l't<i;• nnmber of pou,hral
isi-s 111 ='Jo'lr South VYal·~cl, Victoria, and South 
Australia do not desire to have a second ievy 
made upon them 11fter the CoLmcil h.b bet•u 
brouG·ht into exi:;;tcn· ~. it is probaLlo;_~ the 
whclc schernc n1ay brl:ak do-..vn. I-lowcvC'r, 
wo hayc to take that risk. and I sincerely 
hope that the mcasur,; will be ctdopted by th·~ 
whole of the States of the CommomYealth. 
and that it will not be long before we see 
the 1ndnstry again OC( Llpying the positio11 
it prGviously held. 

Mr MOORE (Aubi,yny): I recogn;se lhat 
tlw cattle Industry j_, in svch a ]JUSition 
to-day that it is absolutely ncce,,sary tu givG it 
an opportu?-~ty to recoYc~r. I ~trongl:.~ object 
to the pos1t10n tab;n up be hon. members 
Dn th~ other side of the House when thev 
sa:,7 that the catlle jn,dustry i::> going· ca]J 
in hand to the Government and asking for 
w~·i:-:t·a.nce. Those f'O:-tccrned in the c .ttle 
industry are not asking for •any assistanC'P, 
but merelv for a Dill that \Vill allow them 
to organis~; and so right themselves. There 
i~ no que·.Jtion of ::t- Covernrnent ~ub3id · ; 
it is simply a que.,tton of onablir1g tho 
i1~dnsiry to organisA it:,.,_Jf on ,::,in1ilar lines In 
other industries throw;hout Australia. \Ye 
ha,d t.ho' :.r\Iinistcr. when introducing tlh~ 
m0a ~nre, stating thn r co-op(• ration would 
TI( 1. Pl' be success full 'T established un1<-~;;..:; it 
wa.:; eornpulsory. Th,ai is bunkun1. I-Iu alsc• 
n,ade a statement thd it would be a '!'OOil 
thing that the indn'-iry, -~v-hen it ~: "\Ya-'5 

-organifed, instead o; ;.::oing cap in h~uHl to 
the sl1ipping eompDllif,,, cJuld dontrtE,d ;~, 
::0a]e of rates F::tti~L1cror7 to the inci,l~trv. 
He .might a8 1-vcll 5ay 1 hai the «-11ipping co~i
rnr;a' had the 'oaHL" right to go 10 the 
!~;Jtt]e pooplo ancl '·~ty tho.v shoulct ]owPr 
their cost of production w that the freights 
rhar[\·ed could be paid That is ridicLtlous. 
There is no CJLleet,ion of the industry demand
ing rat"s when it is organised; but it will 
be able to makP contracts and have a regular 
suppl'-, thus enabling an agreement of a satis
factory nature to be made. The idea of going 
to shipping companies and compelling thorn 
to chargo a certain freight is ridiculous. 

'We have to recog-ni;;e that tbe otltcr Shtcs 
have t~l como into the ;;;:chontt'. I am nnher 
doubtful whdher they will or not; but. even 
if they do not. this Bill will still be of some 
assistance to Queensland. \V 0 ha ye to remmn
ber that the Go' Prn,ment have a largo interest 
in cattle; in fact., thPy are a.-; murh jntcreqed 
as otliPr c.1ttlc-gTo"·f'rs. It is all ycr;;· Ji11c to nut 
~lw 1--!arno on crrttlc-}:.,..:'ni\'Ol'S for the destl'W'
tic11 of tho oversca IY}:c rket_ "\Vo kno ·' 1 ha.t 
C'ontracts wore 1nadc during 1 he ·war, wheu 
food_ was scarce and l [1;re was a, difficulty ;n 
get1 mg It 0verse<ts O'inr:_g to tho dislocation 
uf sh_ipping, and thFn D larger qnanhiy of 
lJJf('l'lnr foodstuffs wa8 _,hipred front },u~
tralia. That was not the L,u]t ,,f rrivatc 
cntE~rprise. rrhe Govcl·nmont undertook tht~ 
~npPrYision of tho~c ~·xr1orts, and it is nut 
a question of blaming the industry for supply
mg poor foodstuffs but the Goyernment for 
aUowlng those f.oor!stuffs to go out of th~~ 
e;r,untry. A simila1· po3it.ion aro:-o in 3·ep:ard 
to other industries. and it ha, iaken a- lot 
of time to recover our good name. DL:ring 
tho "\ ar contracts \VOre Ioo~ol,v drawn np. 
and people took <tdva.ntr,gc of the "owi<·rful 
1n:~.rknt to got rid of jnierior focd pr'hluct:;;_ 
I'eop1P \YC'l'O going l'Ouncl endcaYOUI'ing to 
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~een:·c food produciS of all dcs(:ript.iOllS. and 
thl're was a big risk '''hen sending thL'Hl 
( Y('1'.seas_ A lot of onr consignments \YCnt 
to the bottom and ncYPr reached 'their 
<l£·,tination. Not onl~v woat but jarns, tinned 
fruits, cheese, and butter wen supplied of 
infc>ricr quality. I con~idcr 1hat jt '"'a>: a 
(jlle~1lon of faulty ill":J 1::_etion, and th -t the 
inferior products should not haYe left the 
ColiilllDnwcalth; and there is no O( _'asion fur 
]wit. Inenlbers oppusil·(: tu gc+ np :111d cn{k:L
\Olll' to hang- all the blame <:•n the caitle
f:'!'O'i t}!'S for having ruliJ(·d the n1arkct. 

This Dill is bro,_rghr in with th·' dcfini! ' 
aLjcct of organising d1c 1neat industry in 
A'.IStralia, if possible. If that is llDl P·''·'Jbll'. 
:t, \Ylll at an\ rato Ot'.:::nni.sc the indll:;..ir".r r~. 
little better than it is~ at present so far· as 
l:.!vc·ens]and js, concernN:. It is no u~c sa,ying 
that there are ringB anci co:nbines~ or of 
lJJ<~,rYJillg priva.te eni~_rprise for exi_Jlniting 
tit.' public. It appc·,rs to be only poElie 
fl'l' hon. members to vy this, and the~- nrc 
L·.ndeuvouring to 6CCUl'C '-OtPs. rrhis Biil goes 
a .st0p in the right din·clion, becauSL' it gives 
the Hoard an opportlP1ity to in1proYc the 
('OJv!itions and devjsc ro.c-thods of 1narkcting 
and distributing. Afler all, if \H' .-cw get 
indivic1uals to help thc~wf'elves to brin6 about 
such a. state of afFairs Jt is going to be of 
grc·a L advantage, not onl-..-~· to Queensland, but 
tll . \u~tralia. rl_lhis \VIJi. be particnlady so 
ii tilt' Bill is made a Commonwealth lldl. 

I take groat exception to hon. members 
opposite putting the whole of the blame on 
the cattle-growers of the State. '\Ve know 
that they were prepared to make a deal that 
was satisfact orv to the British GoYernrnent. 
\Ye han: hon: members going round the 
countr:; saying th,"t tho British Gm·ernment 
robbed the producors of this country because 
they sold meat which they obtained from 
Arp:entina at a gre-ater price than we in 
Australia were able to sell meat to the British 
Govornn1cnt. ?\ ovv. merelv lJC'cause \ve 
ha Ye a Bill like this, the cattle-growers are 
blamed for ruining the market through send
ing bad beef to Great Britain. You cannot 
haye it both ways. The cattle-growers rose 
to the occasion and shipp<:•d home all the 
meat that \Yas possible. They did not get 
haH the price for that meat that was obtained 
by people in other parts of the \\·orld, and 
they should not now bo blamed merely because 
the situation and the financial position in 
B~urope have made it difficult to re-establish 
the· markets of the world. l!ntil those 
markets can be ro-csi:tblished. it is neoessarv 
to have smno form of orgarlisation so tha~t 
the supply shall be organised in a better way 
than it was in the past. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): .Just a 
word or two on a ver.v pertinent side of the 
quec,tion before the House. The criticisms 
of members on the other side would seem
ingly indicate an intense want of sympathy 
with the measure bdore the House. '\Vhile 
the d iscussi'on has been proceeding, I have 
taken out the figures in regard to the exports 
from Queensland for a number of ,-cars. For 
the years 1914-15 to 1918-19 our total exports 
amounted to £59,071,704. Of that amount we 
exported wool. meat, tallow, and hides of 
no less nlue than £49.752.870. All that 
tbere is left for other goods exported, includ
ing butter, is a ,,urn of £9.318.834. 'Whilst 
1ve hayc- bc0n ralling againe-t th() rnc·at
gTO\Yc-rs and th0 wool-producers of the coun
try, it is those indn~tries that h~-tYP carried 
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tho country, and without the value of these 
exports-which has meant bringing gold to 
Queensland-we could not have existed. The 
whole of our lives we have been cntirelv 
dependPnt and will continue to be dependent 
upon the industries which hon. members 
opposite have found so much fault with. The 
r<'al trouble with hon. members opposite is 
not that sanction is being obtained for the 
rrwvement that is in progrec;s just noYli', 
but that the Government have not taken the 
matter in hand, and have in some coercive 
\Yay rog·ulated this industry as they intend 
doing in connection with other things. I 
simply rose to put this absolute fact before 
the· House, so that hon. members mig·ht 
understand how dependent the wellbeing of 
this country is on the prosperity of the wool 
and meat industries. 

Mr. BRUCE (Ii ennedy): After spending 
day after da:; in attacking the Government 
for not making· progress with their State 
enterprise" and in boosting private enter
prise, members of the Opposition must feel 
1·ery melancholy when they contemplate the 
failure of private enterprise in regard to the 
meat industry. 

Mr. EDWARDS: The Government have 
failed, too. 

Mr. BRUCE: As I pointe-d out m a 
previous speech, they have to come to a 
Labour Gm·crnment and make use of their 
business acumen to try and save them. The 
leader of the Opposition claimed that the 
Australian consumer should pay the grower 
the full productive cost of meat. I would 
ask the hon. gentleman and those who sup
port him, i.f they are not prepared to accept 
world's parity for meat, not to put forward 
the argument that the workers of Queensland 
should accept the deflated rates of pay of the 
European workers. Day after day we have 
them stating that wages mljst come down in 
Australia in conformity with wages in other 
countries-that is, the world's parity in wages 
must be accepted by the Australian worker. 

Mr. 'I'AYLOR: Absolute nonsense. 
Mr. BRUCE : That has been said day after 

day by members of the Opposition and by 
eYery paper that supports the Opposition 
party. It has been continually reiterated, 
and I am asking the leader of the Opposition 
1i he supports that. I shall be very pleased 
if he says that he does not support it, or if 
members of the Opposition ''"ill say that they 
do not support it. When it is a question of 
the worker selling the only cDmmodity he has 
to sell-his labour-we find these attacks on 
the price that he should receive for that 
labour. All the energies and all the organi
sations of the anti-Labour party are used to 
keep the price of thal: labour down. That is 
why th' Labour party are in power. 

The hon. member for Murilla said the 
reason for the destruction of the meat market 
was that, while ~he war was on, cattle· 
grmycrs-he claimed to know something about 
cattle-growing and cattle-growers-sold stag 
beef and cow beef, and that when this beef 
was sold on the European market it 
dcestroved that market. He stated that dur· 
ing a' time of stress, when members of the 
Opposition party were supposed to have all 
the patriotism in the world and when Great 
Britain was fightint;" for her life, the cattle
growers sold them a poor article. 

Mr. MoRGAN: 'The British Government 
wanted every pound of beef they CDuld get. 

[M~·. G. P. Bcrnes. 

Mr. BRUCE: A !though they wanted every 
pound of beef they could get, it was not a 
wise policy to sell them cow beef, because· 
thev wanted the cows to produce more beef. 
Covv bee£ was what thev sold to the British 
soldiers. , 

Mr. ~10RGAN: The Government are selling: 
cow bee£ every day. 

Mr. l3RUCE: The hon. member for 
Burnett said the Imperial Government were 
responsible for destroying the market 
beumse of the fact that they had nnllwns 
of pounds worth of beef left on hand when 
the armistice was signed. \Ye knm1 perfectly 
wc•ll that in a war such as that, when we 
had millions of soldiers at the front ~tnd 
millions of people in Great Britain wJ::o had 
to be sup11orted, it 'vas a w1se pohCJ:" to
have millions of pounds worth of beet on 
hand, aEd it was only natnral. that they 
would be left with a large quant1ty of beef 
on hand when the armistice was s1gned._ 
The1· also had millions of pounds worth of 
oth~r commodities on hand. The hon. mem
ber was so illogical in his conclusion that. 
he said the surplus was responsible for the 
de~truction of the meat market. We have 
had a different arg·ument from each speaker· 
as to why the meat market was destroyed. 
\\' e have had-a very wrse pronswn,. too
to make provision for the workers to msure 
themselves against unemployment. VV ~ know 
that, although the cattle industr:\' IS no" 
in a desperate state, at one penoJ huge 
prolits were ma.de in it; and why should the 
cattle-owners not be made to msnre them
selvh in regard i.D their position, just the 
same as the workers are made to wsure 
themselves against unemployment'! I think 
that should be done. These people were 
selling beef at one time in _large quanti~ies. 
on a high market and makmg huge profits. 
There was a collapse of the beef market, 
and no doubt they are now in a desperate 
condition. I would point out that the· 
worker has only one commodity to sell
that is his labour. Wages did not keep up 
in accordance with the increased cost of 
living, and the worker was act'!-aily selling 
his labour at a lower pnc" durmg the war 
than he was be±ore thP war, as his wages 
were not raised in accordance with the 
increased cost of living. He has had to 
insure himsel! agaimt unemployment
against the loss of the market for his labour. 
There is no reason why these people should 
not insure themselves against the loss of 
their markets or be made to do so oy the 
Government. ' They come cap in hand ask
ing for a scheme of organisat~on to be 
ratified by the Governm<:'nt. Certamly, many 
of the suggestions in the Bill were made 
by representatives of the cattle indu,try-it 
was only to be expected that those mtcrested 
in that partwular industry should make 
suggestions as to the lines on which the B1ll 
should be drawn-but I am of opinion that 
even with all this suggested machinery we 
shall not get much further ahead. You 
cannot introduce legal machinery of any 
kind to contend mcce"fully against the fact 
i.hat the purchasing nations are not able to 
g·ive the necessary price for the commodities 
we d0sirc to selL It is just the same with 
re~ra rd to the metal market, which is 
depressed to-day, and in regard to the fact 
that the cost of production in Australia will 
nDt meet with the purchasing power of the 
impoverished people of Europe; and so it 
will be in the cattle industry. I hope, as 
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<cnc' hon. member anticipated, that the popu
lrrtion of Australia will so increase that we 
shall be able to gd our beef c-on•.umed b." a 
ciass of people who will haYe a high pur
chasing power through the wages they 
receive. Seeing that the beef industry is 
destroyed b:; the low purchasing pmYer of 
the people in Europe, duo to the low VI ages 
received by the workers, we should seriously 
consider any attack on wages and the reduc
tion of the purchaeing power of the workers 
in Australia. I think that this Bill may do 
some good, beoflusc I realise that the 
collapse of any industry is not for the benefit 
of the community in general. (Hear, hear !) 
There is not an individual in the communitv 
who does not suffer by the destruction of any 
particular industry. The hon. member for 
Warwick said that we depended on this 
industry. ::\'o man who sits down to dinner 
sees beef on his own pia tc >tnd Lread on 
another plate without knowing that he is 
dependent on bPef and bread and other com
modities: but he must remember that the 
wages of the. :vorkers who aro producing 
the--e commodlt!Cs have to be paid. There 
arc men engaged in looking after the cattle 
aud in producing wheat aiJC! the many 
commodities that we use. 

::Vir. G. P. BARKES: That is why you should 
support the Bill. 

Mr. BRUCE: Naturally, if an industry is 
destroyed, the result is disastrous to those 
who are engaged in the production of the 
commodity and to <;verybody in the com
mum~y. I d<! not thmk that any legislative 
machmery will do much towards creating 
a demand for beef. That depends entirely 
on the purchasing power of the people in 
other countries who require it; still at the 
same time I hope that the Bill will do some
thing to stabilise the beef industry. 

:\fr. EDW ARDS (N anango): One is at a 
loss to nnderstand the attitude taken up by 
hon, members opposite in connection with 
this matter. The speeches we have heard 
from the GoYernment side of the House 
would lead us to believe that this measure 
has been introduced to enable them to 
" slate " and denounce the cattlemen of 
Queensland. If there was any truth in the 
statements of the hon. member for Bowen 
and the hon. member for Maryborough to
night when they said that the cattlemen had 
come crawling to the Labour party and asked 
them to bring in this measure, it would ill 
become public men, who should show a better 
standard to the people of Queensland to 
kick a man when he is down and out'. I 
am not surprised at the hon. member for 
Maryborough, because I do not think he 
knows any better; but I am astounded at 
the attitude of the hon. member for Bowen 
in connection with this matter. I rose parti
cularly to contradict a statement made bv 
the hon. member for Kennedy, who stated 
that hon. members on this side are constantly 
saying that wages in Queensland must come 
down to the level of those paid in other 
countries. That is absolutely untrue. 

The statement of the leader of the Oppo
sition that the consumer of Queensland should 
pa:;· a fair price for his beef in comparison 
with what it cost to produce it was a fair 
and reasonable statement. As the hon. mem
ber for Kennedy stated, all our industries 
must be kept going in the interests of the 
State. The workers are a big factor, and 
the industries of the State are another factor. 

The sooner we realise the necessity for 
working hand in hand and assisting not 
only workers but everyone in our industries, 
the better it will be for Queensland, msteadc 
of continually bickering and introducing 
party feeling into the discussions. I contend 
that there is no reason for that. EYery hon. 
member on both the Government and Oppo· 
sition sides of the House should welcome this 
measure. I do not give the Labour Govern
ment any credit for it, because the cattle
men have discussed this question amongst 
themselves for months past. They have prac
tically brought the Bill into being, and the 
Labour Government being in power they have 
naturally asked the Government to bring in 
the legislation. If hon. members opposite· 
realised what is going on at the present time 
in connection with the cattle industry, they 
would not only welcome this measure but 
thev would ac"ist the c<1ttle,men to get out of 
the· difficulties they arc in. There are men 
roaring cattle who have not made one shilling 
for the last two years. If any working man 
in the cities or elsewhere expects an industry 
to go on under these conditions, he is not 
playing the game with his fello';'':'an. The 
sooner we cut out the party pohtrcs so fre
quently introduced into such measures as this 
the better it will be for the worker and 
everyone in the State. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

COMThf!TTEE. 
(Mr. Il.irwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Clause 1-" Short title "-put and passed. 
Clause 2-" Commencemrnt of Act"-

Mr. :MORGAN (Murilla): I move the 
omission of the following words on lines 12 
to 15:-

" Provided that such proclamation 
shall not be made until the Parliament 
of the Commonwealth of Australia has 
passed an Act providing for and defining: 
the Australian ::\!feat Council." 

The omission of these words will enable the 
Minister, if the other States do not fall into 
line to bring the Act into force by proclama
tion' so that we can work under it in Queens
lanrl. If those words are allowed to remain 
in the Bill, the Minister will not have the 
power to bring the Act into operation unless 
the Commonwealth and the other States fall 
into line. I claim that, whether the Com
monwealth or the other States fall into line 
or not, we should bring the Act into force in 
Queensland. This measure is very important 

to Queensland. I have already 
[8.30 p.m.] given figures to show that we 

ha Ye 70 per cent. of the beef 
cattle of Australia in Queensland. and that 
for the last five or six years only a very 
small proportion of the meat exported from 
Australia went from the other States, and 
the bulk of the beef which went from other 
States was from Queensland fed and fattened 
cattle. Much of the beef which was shipped 
from New South ·wales went from the south
western corner of Queensland, and much of 
the beef which went h·om South Australia 
went from the far western portion of this 
State, so that practical!~· the whole of the 
beef which went overseas during the last 
five or six Years was from cattle bred and 
fattened in· this State. I contend that the 

JJ1r. Morgan.] 
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amendment is important. We do not wa~t 
to lose this Bill. We want the power It 
gives, anyway. It is going to be beneficial 
to the State, and it will help the State 
stations. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRLCULTURE 
(IIon. \V. X Gillies. Eacham): I should like 
to point out to the hon. member that thi' Bill 
is part of a Commomvealth scheme, which 
l'annot con1e into op0ration unless the c·om
monwealth Parliament passes a Common
wealth Ad; so that there would be no advan
tage in accepting the amendment. The Go
vernment have not framed this 'cheme-it is 
part of a Federal scheme agreed upon at tho 
('Onterenco la,sL vear. No scheme can work 
unlccs the Commonwealth Government pass 
en Act and gi,·c the Auotralian Meat Council 
legal standing. 

Mr. MORGAN' (.llurilla): I want to make 
it clear to the Committee that. if the Com
monwealth Government do not ,;aFS an Act, it 
will mean that twelve months will have to 
elapse before \V_ can got any organisation. 
If the Commonwealth do not pass an Act
and thev will not do it unless the other States 
fall int~ line, and wo haYe been told that 
Xew South ·wales is doubtful and really only 
two Sta t. s otlwr than Queensland will cer
tainl:v agree-we shall have ro wait till 
another session comrucnco"> before vvo can get 
a.n~,~ or~anisation. If vve accept the amend
ment we can collect the levies and use them 
localh·. \V e n0cd not even send any to the 
Comffionwenlth Govcrnrncnt unless I.VO \Vish. 
It seetEs a pity that we should have to wait 
hPlvc months until Parliament meets again 
before WP can g·et a Bill passed. The pro
ducer is in favour of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICC'LTURE: The 
Fedpral Parliam<•nt meets next :March. 

l\Ir. MORGA).[: And if it does not pass 
an Act \\'C sh"ll have to wait until the n."xt 
scssiun of the State Parliament twelve months 
from now before we can introduce another 
Bill. 

ThA SEC'RE'L\RY FOR AGRICCLTURE: \V c will 
not introduce another Bill. Don't get a>vay 
from that. 

Mr. MORGAN: \V? have not a daY to lose 
in the l)xtrctnitv "\Ve a.ro in. The a1ncndrnrnt 
is not going to. intcrf0re with the principles 
of the Bill, and, if the Minister does not 
want to proclaim the Act, the am~·ndmcnt 
does not compel him to do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~\GRICULTCRE: It is no 
use collecting money to hand oYe-r to thr Com
monwealth if the Commonwealth Parliament 
doco;; not pa::;s an _i\._c1. 

Mr. MOHGAX: I ha\ • an amendment to 
movo later on which will allow the Board 
to collect the lcvie'• and control them and send 
an~v portion it de sit·cs to the Con1n1mnYc&lth 
GoYCrnn1Pnt in repay1n· nt of their adsauccs. 

Th<' SECRET.IHY FOR J\GRTCcLTcRE: You 
want to make it a State matter. 

:\1r. J\IORGAN: If tlw other States do 
not come in. kt us ignore the other Stotcs. 

The SECRET.\R', FOR AnmnuLTURE : It is not 
so much the other Sh\tes as the Common
wee it b. 

'\Ir. :\10RGAN: P<•ople from tho other 
Stat"'' come over here and buv our cattle
the bulk of thorn go to Kew South Wale~-
and the workers there get all the benefit of 

[J''ir. JJlorgan. 

the employment created. while our meatworks 
aro Prnpty for tho greater part of the year. 
Th ) are taking adyantngo of our dis
organispd conditions, and apparently the 
Gon>rnment arc not going to help us. vVe 
have 70 pcr cent. of the beef cattle in Aus
tralia, and not one of the other States pro
rluces enough for its own requiren1cnts, \'et 
tlw Minister is going to leave us at their mercy 
for anoth 'r twelve months simply because, if 
the other Stat·cs do not fall into line and the 
Commonwealth do0s not pass an Act, he will 
not proclaim this Bill. Under the amend
nwnt he may proclaim it or not as he wishes. 
V\~e mav he able to convince him that. if 
the other States turn it down or if the Gom
n:cpwealih doe·, not pass an Act, the scheme 
;..;Lould bo brought into operation here, and, 
if so, he should have power to do it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'l.TRE 
(Hon. vV. N. Gillies, Eacham): I haYe already 
pointed out that it is not so much a question 
of what the other States do as of >vhat the 
Commonwealth does, and, if the Common
wealth does not pass an Act making provision 
fen' the scheme, it is r:o use putting this Bill 
into operation. The essence of the thing is 
that it is part of a Commomnalth scheme. 

Amendment (Jlr . • lforgan) negatived. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clause 3-" lntcrprctation"-

Mr. l\IORGAN' (Jfurilla): I bog to move 
the omission on line 23, page 1, of the word

., Advisory," 
wrth a view to inserting the >Yard

" Industry." 

I think the Board should be more than an 
Advi,,ory Board, and I have another amend
n,cnt L) r>ropos: later on to give it greater 
power It should he something more than a 
collecting hod',. If I thought that this Bill 
w:•s rllerel:v to come into operation for that 
purpose, I would vote against it. We would 
merely collect £30,000 and send it down to 
:Melbourne to b, operat0d on there, and we 
would get no benefit at all. The people who 
do the work and collect the money should 
spend it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'GLTURE 
(Hon. \V. N. Gillies, Eacham): I do not 
think it is ad,·isable to accept the amendment. 
\V-o are only ratifving what the conference 
of stocko>: ncrs decided, and we cannot make a 
tru ding- Bill out of it. 

Am. ndment (J/r . .ll organ) negatived. 
Clause put and J'la8',cd. 

Clau"' 4-'· The JJoard-Est'<l.blis!tment "
put and pas,ed. 

Clause 5-" Qualifications of mcmbus and 
f'ln torB "--put and passed. 

Clau6' 6-'• Azrpointm cnt of first Board"-

::\1r. MORGAX (Jfuri/h): I beg to rr.ove 
the omission, on line 14, of the words-

" one :,·car,'. 
vvith a vic'\Y to in:Jcrting the words-

" ~ix months." 
~\ftc•r the Act luu heon proclai1ncd 2;nd 
fw:'onu·-l lcnv six months i': a sufficient penod 
to elapso. The ::\Iinister has power to caus'' 
an election \vithin three n1onths or Within 
any period not l'XC'ePdiug one year. The 
rwoplo \Yho flnd thr. m one."· i' ant to elect 
their 01' n Board, and I think Cl!1e year is 
too long. 
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The SECRE'I'"\RY FOR ~\GRICULTURE 
(Hon. IV. :YI. Gillios, Euclwm): I do not 
think the time shoul-d be limited to six 
rnonths, as it mny not be J10ssiLie tJ carry 
out an election within that time'. I think 
we might tru't the men who hav• bDcn 
ehdccl to the- Provisional Board until such 
tinw as wr haYc an election. I '\vill under
take that no unnf>C'f'\"'"•arv delav 1.vill occur 
in g·iving the ~~oLkownor~ au o{;portunit:v of 
electing tho Board, but I do not think it 
ig adYi' .. a blc to limit th0 p8tiod to stx 
DlOllths. 

A.mendment (Jir. Jioruru I r:egatiYc<l. 
Clause put and pac.scd. 
Clauses 7 to 10, both inclusi,·c, put and 

pn:"sed. 
Claus0 11-" Fund "--

:\Ir. MORG 1 .:\ (Jiuri/lu) : I lwg to move 
the on1ission, on lino 46, clause 11, of the 
words-

" Australian l\l('ut Council.'' 

·with a yiow to lnt,erting t.ho 'rorcl.s
,. St,-te l\1eat Ac1visoty Be'', rd.'' 

Th,, SEcimTARY FOR Pt:BLIC \Yomcs: That 
principle ha' been defeated on ,.011r amend· 
nwnt on clause 3. · 

}Ir . .:\IORGA:\: Ko. The Bill provides 
that levies arc to be col1Pcted and the rnoney 
·c,ent to "- fund down vmth which I do n~t 
think is right. The origi~1al draft of the 
Bill pro,·id,,d that each Advicn·y Board 
woulcl collect its own funds and contribute 
"J much to the Auetralian 1\leat Council. 

Tlw l'RE1rJER: The AlL'tralian .Ylcrtt Coun
cil or the State :Yleat Ad,·isorv Board must 
have altered that subsequent!)~. 

:!'.lr. :\10HGA:"\: It was not altered at the 
conference con;;,i~ting of rcprescntatiYr-·., frorn 
different States. That consultation \vas of 
nwre in1portar1Cc than anv actio11 bv <.!.11\ 

otbcr Lody iu raaking ,.ub:-cquPnt arl:ung~
mcHts. \Y c may ra i"' £30.0fJO. Yictori" 
£3_.000. and Tasmania £1,000; they arc the 
only three States con1ing iuto the .:-:cheJYH?, 
and th' Au-tralian :u, :tt Council will con· 
sist of an equal number of de leg a tcs from 
those tbrcc Stat<'s. Is it fair that that 
Council should hav0 the eontrol of £30,000 
fro:n Queonsland, \vhen only £3.000 comes 
from Yictoria, and £1.000 fJ·orn Tu~nutni,:.? 
1\~hy, the people of Que"nsland v;ould vote 
against thi3 n1cai'mrc if that \Yerc EO. I 
·would Yotc again,,t it rnvsclf. It is not 
right to allow thP people·' in tlw South to 
have th<• control o£ £30.000 from Quecnslancl. 
Th<' State J\lrat .·\dvison Boarrl will be 
clcdcd by the taxnayers who find !he moneY, 
and tbc•n the mon"v is to bo scut to another 
Conr1cil 1-o pay itS C'XlJCnsc~. Tlw t is 11ot 
in accordancp with ~enera1 pradico. and I 
bop< thco Minister will accc:1t the amend· 
lnC'nt. I am surpri-sed that t.he GoYrn1n1cnt 
haYC' forcsaken their O\Yl1 principles in this 
matter. 

"C.h. \V\RHE::\i (Jiurnnd. 1): The hon. 
mcn1bcr fm· J\tlur;lla EP0lns to tnke n \YI'Oil~ 
vil'\Y of thi . ..; rnntt-:"14

, B0C'au~• t·h<' nwneY is 
going to th( h0adqnarl er:-:. of nn Oi :ani~a
lion 1h(lt is not to Sa\ th ,t Qncnn~land'~ 
needs will not bP attm1rlocl to If i1 doe" 
happen. then we ehall YPr,. soon get out of 
the sdwmr. I am of tbe opinion that the 
clause dwulcl ho a Ilowed to stnn•l It is just 
as \\·ell to say that W<' should not pa,· 
our ifl('Oll1C' tax bPeausP the rnoney goes- to 
lVIelbourno. In a lusincss matter like this 

I ,, ,.sumc that th0 State ::\Ieat Advisor,· Board 
will be strong enough and 1.·i:3e cnouf:h to 
SC'!~ that th(' ri,.~ht thing is done. The rnattcr 
c honld be allmi·ecl to stand as it i" 

The SF:CHKL\HY FOH .i.GRICULT"CRE 
(Hon. \V. l\I. Gillies, Eurham): The clause 
C'll:tainccl in the Bill is practicall.v identical 
with the elrnf'c set out in the original draft 
Bill. I canr,ot understand where the draft 
rnme from that has been furnished to m& 
by the hon. member for l'.furilla. 

Mr. MonG.\N: I g·ot it from one of th6 
delegates. 

Tbe SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'Il:RE: 
If this anoer,.c]mcnt is ag-reed to. it \vill prac
ticnll v makP it a State' ~clH'lllP and not a 
C01miwnwealth ochemc. Per,on<illy I thought 
it wa-; unbir that the bulk of the monov 
should go to the Australian l\Icat Council, 
hut it is rcco(rni~ed thnt th0 Cmnrnon
wp~]th B;Jard sb~1tdd 1·eprc~t~nt tlw whoL' of 
the StatPS. \Y(: arc rJcnling \Yith u Corrn_non
wealth iJCdu trv, althotq·h 90 per cent. of 
th0 cattle ma~' gTow m QuccuslanJ. \Ye 
hnve a 90 per e0nt. int0rc . .-t in the ~ucccss 
of the ,chome. The stockowners control the 
scheme \Yhcn all is 'aid anrl done. and by 
<1CrPpting- the an1r~1flmcnt the schc1ne as a 
FedPral schcn1c ,y:-mld he upset. 

Am0ndment (lir. Jioryan) mgatived. 
Clanec put ancl passed. 
Clausr~ 12-"' 1-eries "~ 
1\Ir. :\IORGA~ (Jiuri/la): I beg· to move 

the omission, on line 28, page 5, of the word~ 

"ten" 
with "' vic\v to inserting the >vord

" eight." 
A penalty of 10 per cent. is too high, and 

8 per cent. is sufficient. .A 10 per cent. 
peualtv is imnoscd on s0le<'tors for n.rrears 
of rent. and ,;,.e a re continually complaining 
about it as an exorbita11t penalty. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. V.'. 1\. Gillics, E "·hem): I smrgest to 
the hon. member for :Murillrc that lw with~ 
draw his amendment, as I haYc a prior' 
amcnOrr1ent on line 26. I propose, to rnov(~ 
llw omission, on line 26, of the word "fifty," 
with a YiQ\V 1o inserting the word '· ten." 
We should not reduce the p0nalty, becansc 
it is not n1uch encouragement to a n1an to 
pay hjs asse;;:sment. and if a n1an does not 
pav his assc- 'Sment the soh? me cannot 
succPt'rl. After a 11, a penalty of 10 per cent. 
is not a ]urge one when con" idered in tho 
iight of a penalty. 

:\1r. :\1oRG,\N: I ask leave to \vithdraw my 
amendment for the time being. 

Amendment iJir. Jioryan), by leaxe, >vith~ 
drawn. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. K. Gilliu, Eaclwm): I bog to 
lllOYC' the OJni.-,sion, on line 26. of the 'Yard

" fifty." 

with '"· Yie11· b insc•rting· the >vord
.. ten." 

Amendment Ph. (Ji/lirs) ugreed to. 

1\lr. 1\LORG~'\.::\i (Jfuril/a): I moYe the 
om i~:-;ion. on line 2:J) of the ''Tord-

"' ten," 
with n yje,, to insc'rting the ·word--

·• eight." 
Anwndmont (Jfr. JI oruan) negative.1. 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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:\1r. ~fORGAX: I beg to move the omis
sion. on lino 33, of tho \\ ord-

" frfty," 
with a view to inserting the words-

" ono hundred." 
The clause provides that fifty stockownors 
who have paid their assessment·· can demand 
a poll as i o whether a further levy shall 
be rnade. In 1ny opinion, lift:-;· is too small 
a number to be able to d<•mn.nd a poll to 
ddeat a Je,'Y, anr! l think that the number 
shoulcl be increased to 100. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICGLT'GRE 
(Hon. \\'. X. Gillios. Eaclwm) : I am pre
pared to accept the amendment. 

Amendment (JIT . .liorr;an) a.grf.'ed to. 
:i\lr. DELL (Pass£/('rn): I bev to mow the 

omi,sion, on lines 45 awl 46. of tbe "·ords
"thc n1ajority of stockowners voting 
thercat decide," 

\Yiih a view to in::;erting the \Vonls-
" at !oast 60 por centum of the stock
o\vners PntitlFd to vote thC>reat have 
voteJ, am! ot least thrPc-fifths of the 
~tockov.·ncrs voting thcreat have 
decided." 

My object in' moving this amendment is to 
ensure ihat a n1ajority of E<tockowners 
exercise their vote. It would not be fair if 
only 40 per cent. of the stockmnwro voted 
that this scheme should be practically wiped 
out by a bare majority. 

Mr. MORGA"" piurillaJ : A simple 
majority should rule. I am opposccl to a 
three-fifths majority. If tlw Board is not 
doing Its dutr or carrying out it> functions. 
it has a right to be abolished. At least 60 
per cent. of the stockowners should record 
their votes, but a simple majority should 
rule. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \YORKS: In that 
·case a minority could upset the scheme. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE 
(Hon. \V. K Gillies, Eacl!arn) : I am 
inclined to agree with the hon. member for 
Mm·illa in so far as the first part of the 
amendment is concerneJ. I suggest to the 
hon. mcmhcr for Fassifcrn that he should 
agree to the insNtion of the follmving worcls 
after the "·ord " taken," on line 45 :-

" at least 60 per centum of the stock
owners entitled to vote thereat have 
voted, and a majorit;;- of the stockowners 
voting thereat have decided." 

'That would cut out any suggestion about the 
ihrce-fifths majority, which I do not agree 
With. I think it is a fair thing to sav 

that at least 60 per cont. of th'e 
[9 p.m.] stoclcowners should vote, but I do 

not agroP with the latter part of 
the amendment. If the latter part is 
withdrawn I am prepared to accept the 
amendment. 

M,· BELL (Fassi/e1·n) : I am prepared to 
accor>t the suggestion of the Minister, and I 
therefore ask leave to withdraw my amend
ment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. BELL (Fassifern): I now move the 
omission, after the 'vord " taken," on lines 
45 and 46, pag·e 5, of the words-

" the majority of stockowners voting 
thorcat decide," 

with a view to inserting the words-
" at least 60 per centum of the stock
owners entitled to vote thereat have 

[Mr. Morgan. 

voted and a majority of the stockowners 
voting thereat have decided." 

Amendment (Mr. Bell) agreed to. 
Mr. BELL (Fass,:fun) : I bog to move the 

in,;ertion on line 48, after the word "Board," 
of the \\ ords-

" upon the taking of any poll on the 
qut,stion of the lcvyins of assc;;s:n1ents 
under this Act. during the period of 
three years following the taking of such 
poll. no further poll on such question 
shall be taken." 

Thoro secm.3 to be some donbt as to whether 
oE!v one poll shall be taken m· a succession 
of 'polls. lt is provided that lOO siock
owners who h:we paid their assessments 
o-hall be entitled to demand a poll of stock
owners liable to pay assessments under this 
Act on the question as to whether a further 
levv of aS'·?Ssmenh shall be made or not. 
If 'that mPans that a number of polls may 
be takc'n. I think it onlv reasonable to pro
vide that during the p'eriod only one poll 
shall be taken. My idea is that the poll 
sh11ll not be of a frivolous natnre, and that 
the stcckowners, if they desire to wipe out 
the le·. ,v on a futuro occasion, shall have 
tlw right to do so. I desire to ask the 
J\linister whether only ono poll is to be 
taken. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULT'GHE 
(Hon. \V. X Gillies, Eacharn): I think the 
m•wndment of the hon. member will make 
the position quite clear. 

L\mondment (Jir. Hell) agreed to. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clause 14-" Rchnns "-

~1r. M ORGAN (Jiurilla): Regarding sub· 
clause (3) of elause 14, should the return 
which h 1s to be forwarded by each clerk of 
petty sessions to the Department of Agricul
ture be a monthlv or an annual one? I 
think that at present the clerk of petty ses· 
siuns nu1 kos a return annually. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
\YOrdin(! is. corrcrt The returns are made 
month!}: by the clerk of petty sessions. 

Clanse put and pa•sed. 
Clame 15-" Power" of Board"-
Mr. MORGAJ\" (_}Imi/la): I beg to move 

the insertion on line 29. after the word-
" thereof," 

of the words-
" and (rl) Recommend financial assistance 
for the establishment of co-operative 
meatworks, abattoirs, or factories, for 
the manufacture and preparation of pro
ducts and by-products." 

If that amendment is carried, it will mean 
lha t the Board will have power to recom
mend to the .\ustralian Meat Council that a 
cc1 tain amount of fnnds shall be used for 
such a purpose m certain States. The 
Queensland Meat Advisory Board might 
recommend the establishment of meatworks, 
'abattoirs, or factories, and they might :do1 
recommend the establishment of retail shops. 
\Ve know that one of the things that is 
likely to affect Australia more than anything 
else is the establishment of retail shops in 
Great Britain. If tho Australian Meat Coun
cil cor:,idered on a fnture occasion that it 
would be advisable to take such an action, 
they would then have power to do it. If 
they have not such power, I consider they 
are going to do little or no good. The 
present intention is only to find markeb for 
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the meatworks in existence and to find new 
places to send our produce to, but not to 
participate in the profits. At the present 
time "o know that the meatworks have 
bought our meat for about 15s. per 100 lb. 
and have sent it to Sydney and made enor
mous profits. If we had our own co-opera
tive meatworks, the people producing the 
meat would get the profits. There is not 
much harm in inserting the clause, as it only 
means that the State Meat Advisory Board 
mav make the recommendation. I have 
delctE>d the wor_d " Render " appearing in 
the printed amendment sheet and substituted 
the word " Rc'Commond." My original amend
ment \\aS prepared on the assumption that 
m:-- earlier amendments would bo carried. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGGLTURE 
(Hon. W. ~- Gillics, Each am): The altera
tion of the -word " P~.-ender" to " Recommend" 
make-, the mnendment less objectionable, hut 
I point out again that I do not think it will 
acco1nplish an:';-thing, because this is not a 
trading Bill. However, as there does not 
seem any serious objection to the amend
ment, I shall accept it. 

Amendment (1fr. ;}Iorgan) agreed to. 
Clause put and passed. 
Cl a uses 16 to 20, both inclusive, put and 

passed. 

Cluuse 21-" Electior:' to Australian Jieat 
Omuu·il"-

AJ:r . .MORGAN (Munila): I bog to moye 
the insertion on line 24, after the word-

" persons," 
-of the words-

" who must be members of the Board." 
At the present Lime• llw Bill doe' not make 

it c·lr H that the rcnresent.1tivb on the 
Anstr·a lian :Yieat Cou,'.cil must be elected 
h·orn 1he members oi the State :v1eat Ad.,..j;;;ory 
Bo rcl. At the prc .. enL time, if the State 
M':at Advisory Boar··J likes to e]p;·:- men 
·onL-)ide the State who are not n1embcrs of 
the Doard, it can do so. I do nol cLink 
that is a proper thing. 'The Council of 
Agriculture is eompned of men who have 
been elected by the Local Producers' Asso
ciations to the District Councils. 

The SECRETARY l OR AGRICDLTcRE: I accep~ 
that ;,mendment. 
~\mendment (Jir. J[orr,an) agreed to. 
C1ause, as an1ended. put and passed. 
Cl::uso 22-" racanC1j 1n rczJr[Scntati')fl , __ 

put and passed. 
Clanse 23-" Pcnaltu J '~-

Mr. BELL (Fas;.ifcnzl: I befl' to mov.' the 
·o.mission, on line 56, of the word-

" Industry," 
with '" view to inserting the word

" Ach-isoru\ ." 
'This is only a consoqut.'ntial alnendnH~n~~. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTuRE: I accept 
that. 
"~_nwndment (il:fr. JJdl) agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, pnt a11.d pa.sse(l. 
ClauBe 24-" llegula! inns"-put and pa~.-;ec~ .. 
First Schedule-" Rules for Elections of 

.il1:r,,t,bers on the Stock !?;terest:."-
Clause 4-" Secntar11 to prrpare annual 

Toll''- · 

l\1r BELL (Fassifern): Subclause 2 of 
da11se 4 roads-

" 'l'he said list, "·hen so certified, c·hali 
Lo deliycred by the secretary to the 

returning- officer, HH:i shall bo the roll 
{::f electors to bo lJ'•("d at every ~Jlec:rion. 
P.l!d such roll dmll continue in for,;;:, until 
a 11ew roll is n1aJ e." 

l beg to move th- inM'"iion on line 49, dtcr 
the vord-

" L·lf'ction,;' 
of the words

'" or poll." 
ThaL will prm·irlo fhat the certified liot 

>.hall be the official <.oil to be used at e,-ery 
c·i('['1ior::. or poll. 'Cho-:(• who pay lc~vi:',~ are 
'""titled to vote a.c o- PJ"y poll, and [ think 
d~_~, insertion of tlwsc~ ~/,or eh will make it 
dear. 

T11" SECRETM-lY FOR AGIUCULTURE 
•lion. IV. J\'. Gi!lieJ, l;'aclwm 1: The P;alia
ntr-ntarv Draftsman point-s oul: that clanse 13 
of +lw· Bill contains a paragraph v:hich 
l'l'ad:--

" Thereupon the Doard sha.ll cause such 
poll to be taken, .. r,d the prO\-i·ion.; of 
\l1is Act relati.ng tr1 elections of rcpre
sentatiyes of the o<tock inten~sts shall 
(so far as appiic:.LlcJ apply to cvcq 
such poll." 

The amendrncnt is i1H_·reforc quite unnccos
Si'tl'Y· 

1\I~·. BELL: I only {~esired to n1ako suro 
thnt th 1t was ::,o. f lh(;rcforc ask lLa.vo to 

jtJ,draw the amendn:cnt. 

..-\Jncndinent, by leav·t\ \Yithdra\vn. 

Clause 13~" r~oting-papers "-

1\Jr. :\IORGAN Uhriila): i beg- to moYe 
the omission, on line 28, of the words-

'" in two section::," 

with a view to inserting the words

" vn t\YO ballot-p'lpers." 

This clause proviJos : Lat the ballot-paper;.:· 
sha.H contain the names of those nomin,tLed to 
l'Cll.!'e·,,~_,nt the catt~c interests and those 
nui11i11ated to rep::.·e;;out the sheep inierco;t;", 
and the persons who pay levies for sheep 
wili haYe a vote in <ki·crmining who shall 
repre:3-ent tho cattle in tcrests, and i hose 
persons who pay levl·3S for CC~ttlo vrill hano 
" ',,ie f!S to who shal! represent the sheep 
:niercstcc. It is quite po'siblo, if the ballot-
11~-tpor is sent ont in tha.t rna.!lner, that the 
~hc0pn1en ·will dorninate the whole position. 
Thf'v can elect the four representatives to 
rep1·csent the cattlemen. I do not think that 
is fair. We ha ye decided that there shall 
be four reprcsentati\·n: of the ownurt:i of 
l'::ti :-;e and two reprc':<C'll1-atives Df the ownnrs 
of >heep, bocaus0 the c,.Ule industry i;; more 
imnortant than the sb'op industry. If ihe 
l-'1li0t-pa.pcrs are sent OlJt in the way p1·ovided 
in the schedule the sheepmen can elect the 
\\'hO;O of the represent .ttives. rfhat \V<t3 not 
the i r:~ention of t.he c:onference, and I do 
nd think it is the L,c'-Jtion of the BilL If 
the amendment iB ar: ,-eed to, it will mum 
that a ballot-paper will be sent out to all 
th<-Se who are entitlc:d ro vote for the election 
of the four rE'presermttiYos of tho cattlemen 
and n,nother ballot-papn will be sent <>ut to 
1 hose who arc entitled to vote for the elP~Lion 
of ti1e two represent'lii\Tes of sheepn1cn. It 
a 111an is both a cattle and ~' 11eep tvower 
and pa_vs both leYies, he will get hoth ballot
rap•Ts. This is a P.ltJ:O.:t in1portant anlf'l1d
··1lt>Et, because tho two industrF'El- are sct.:nrate 
and distinct and tht organisation-:' are 
separate and distinct. All along the cattJ.e-

Mr. Murrtan.] 
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men haYe heen subservient to the shcepmen, 
~ncl thc,v arc dctol'ln:~wJ to get a·wa fron1 
t1'"'c :;::]~-ceprncn. Their i:-,H~rcsts a.rc not :llwaYs 
id<1 ntical. Iu many import'tut matt0rs they 
cla"h. For instance. the ·cnited Graziers) 
A-.:-.•)ciation could plck out a li~t of candi
dates ufter the nomiuation day is ftxcd and 
a_,l;;: their rnernbcrs 10 vote a~ l!.csJn~ti, and 
time rule the whole roc.,t. The :Vliniekr wiii 
agree that \Ve arc iu:::tiiitrl in pro1-.~'ctin'~ 
our olY('S. LC't the cat+-lcrncn lwso thctr nwr: 
n'}H'-·--cntativrs and r:De shc·eptnQn also han~ 
th2!l' o-wn relJrescntatl'iyPs. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): I could not 
acept the amendment if I wiolL'd to do so, 
as it would upset the who],e schc,no of trw Bill, 

V\ hich recognises onlv ::;tockowllCl'S as ;,uch anti 
does not make any "difference between sheep. 
men and cattlemen. The ballot-papers pro· 
vide that each owner shall have a vote. I 
think the industry may very well be trusted 
to look ,\ftor itself in this rcs)wct. I do not 
think there is any danger of either the sheep
men getting the whole of the representation 
into their hands or of the ea ttlemcn doing 
so. To alter the wording as proposed bv the 
hon. member would not alter the scheme, 
which, rig·ht through the Bill. rccog· 
nises stockownors. For that reason I cannot 
accept the amendment, although there may 
be some logic in the hon. member's argu
ments. 

Mr. :VIORGAN (ltiurilla): I am sorry to 
hear the Minister say that the amendment 
would spoil the Bill. 

Tlw SECRE'rARY FOR AGRlCUL1'UllE: There 
are many men who own sheep as well as 
cattle. 

2'.1r. :YIORGAN: The amendment will give 
an owner who has a sufficient number of both 
sheep and cattle the right to give a vote in 
each case. l:nder the Bill the control of the 
matter will be placed in the hands of the 
sheepmcn. It is practically giving the United 
Graziers' A"ociation power to elect the 
whole of the Board. The Minister says the 
Bill JWovides for stockowners. It provide-; 
that four of the members of the Board must 
be cattleowne1·s and paying a levy in that 
respect, and also that two of the members 
must be sheopmen. \Vhy is the discrimina
tion made of haYing two sheepmen as against 
four ea ttlernen ? It is done for a purpose
because cattlemen are going to contribute 
twice as much as shoepmen-they are going 
to contribute £20,000 and the sheepmen 
£10,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
shocpmen are going to contribute £10,000 
to help an industry which is down and out. 

Mr. l\10RGA:t\: Yeo. and although the 
cattlenwn arc nlpposccl to haYc the riD"ht 
to control the industrv, it will rea,rt r.gaon t 
them. because the sheepmen are the more 
numerous and are members of the United 
GraziNs' Association. which is going to 
contl"Dl the election of the whole of the six 
repncsentatives. The J\'Iinister is going to 
ullow that larg-e ass'lciation to domin:ttr· thP 
· ituation. On behalf of the cattlemen I pro
test ag·ainst it_ and ···ill do all I po"iblv 
can to bring about a different system. It is 
a wrong thing to place in the Bill, and is 
against the interests of the cattlemen whom 
we are out to try and assist. 

Amendment (Jir. 'lioryan) negatiYcd. 
Clause 16-" Filling up of ballot·pape1·s"-

[Jl!Jr. lliorgan. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I move ths 
in><crtion on line 24, pag·e 11. after the "·ord

,, close,'' 
of the '·•·ords-

" \vhich must be not Ic·"-;e; than six lNech::& 
after the date of nomination." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): I have con
sulted the Parliamentan Draftsman, who 
says that this is alread·y provided for in 
clause 11 of the schedule by the following 
words:-

" (not being less than twenty nor more 
than forty days from the day of nomi
nation"). 

There is therefore no necessity for the 
amendment. 

Y!r. MORGAN (21,Iurilla): The words 
" not less than twenty days" mean that the 
papers would be rcqUlrcd to be sent in within 
hYcnt.-·-one cla··s. ;yhich would be impos· 
sible. It would be impossible to get ballot
papers returned from distant northern 
centres within three weeks. 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY: It says " nor more than 
forty days." 

Mr. MORGAN: Ballot-papers might be 
sent out and the voters might not be allowed 
more than three weeks in which to return 
them. The short€st time in which they could 
be returned might be six weeks. \Vhy not 
n1ake i :- six weeks? 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: \Ve are 
not dealing with criminals in this Bill. 

Mr. }'[ORGAN: It is all .-ery well for 
the hon. gentleman to talk like that-he does 
not seem to care much about this matter. 
\Ve know that twenty-one days is too short 
a period. It would be impossible to get a 
true vote in that time. If you want to " rig" 
the thing and not give people a fair chance 
to vote, have it twenty-one days; but, if 
you want to give the people a fair chance, 
let them have sufficient time. The shortest 
period should be forty-two days. 

c\s the :Vlmistcr will not accept the amend
lllent in the way in ;yhich I have moved it, 
I euggest that he amPncl clan-e 11 of the 
:-chcdnlc by pro~iding that the returning 
officer, ...,_t th0 clcdaration of the' norninations. 
shall announce a day, not less than forty 
days nor more than sixtv da>s afterwards, 
as· the da.y on which the poll shail cwse 
instead of a day not more than twenl,v days 
nor more 1 han fortv dav, from the d 1,v of 

nomination. as at present. That 
[9.30 p.m.] v.ould mean that stockowners 

,\ ho wc~rc a\YUV fron1 raihvav 
communication v,onld be c flble to recor;l 
tlwir yotcs. althong·h I think forty d11ys is 
hardl. enoug·h for people in lhc f11r northern 
narts of the State, where it take· the boat a WC'Ck to go UD; ancl the Jnail another '.YCPk 
to go out, and another hYo -.·:ceks for the 
mail to n·turn. 

The SECliETARY FOR AGIUCULT"CRE: 
(Hon. \\'. I\. Gillie<. J,·arluun): If the hon. 
member will withdraw his amendment. I 
will a grce to an amendment in the cl a use of 
the edwclule lw has mcntioncL1. The Bill 
·will huYc to b(' recon1n1ittcd. 

:\Ir. :VIoRGAN: I ask leav-e to withclmw my 
D nu~ndn1cnt. 

Amendment, Ly leave, withdrawn. 

Schedul<' agreed to. 
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Seconr1 Sch0dnlo-" Rulrs 
dr·ction of mnnhcrs tn 
intr rr sts ~'-·agreed to. 

The IImiH l'CSUtiiCd. 

rdatinrt to the 
tltr mcatworl's 

The Cn\lmU.N reported the Bill with 
.n1ncndmr-nt· 

Th-, tlEl:UETARY FOR AGIUCULTCRB 
(l-Ion. W. :'-i. Gillics, E"chrnn): I beg to 
]}1{_)\'(>-

'· That the Dill be recommitted for iho 
purpo~c· of further <:on:--idoring clause 
11 oi rho First Schc'dulc." 

Quc•tion put and pd.,,cd. 

R ECmDIITTAL. 

(Jfr. J(inrun, Bri.,.l;anc, in the cltuir.) 

First Schedule-
Clause 

dutts"--
11-" ~Yotifications of cnmli-

The SElRET~AHY FOH AGIUCVLTURE 
(Hon. IV. ="!. Gillics, Eachum): I beg tu 
moye the omission, on line 1, vagc 10, of the 
\v·ords-· 

"twenty " and " forty," 

with a view to in~el'ting the \Yards
,; thil'ty'' and " Slxt.y.'' 

respectively. I think that will meet the viov 
of the hon. member for J\Iurilla. 

Anwndment (J1r. Uillies) agrcc·d to. 
Schedule~. a::c anH~·ndccL put and pa~-cJ. 
The Home rc,untcd. 
The C:H.mc~f.\X reported the Bill with 

furthL'r amondnwnts. 

The third rPading of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for Tuesday n · xt. 

S"CGAR EXPEH.DIE-"iT ;c:;TATIOKS ACT 
A'YIE0;Dl\IEXT l3ILL. 

SECOKD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(IIou. vV . .1\'. Gillics, Eaduun J : I need not 
take up Yery much time in explailling the 
principles of thi"' Bill. Its object is to pro
vide for the systematic destruction of p"sts 
in the wgar industry. The request has 
been made by the sugar-growers, am! has 
been approved of by the Council of Agricul
tur '. The Bill gi.-cs poV.'('r for the crc1tion 
of Boards in gazcttcd di.;trici -., and gives 
thcr11 power to 1nako cDrnpu]sory levies of a 
n1axi1nun1 of 3d. per ton on SU3"ar-canc on 
the basis of the gnywcr~ paying one-half and 
the millns paying ono-half. The Board "-ill 
ron1pri-,. three elcd L'd rcprc~cutativcs of the 
grovn•rs ancl two olect.'d l'Cpresentatives of 
the millers. The Boat·d will have power to 
do all things rwcessary to control the fund 
and exterminate the pests. 

The present Act provides for a leYY and 
also a subsidy to the funrl. That subsidy has 
lwen paid hitherto. but there sef ms to be some 
clou bt as to the dlicacy of the scheme, an cl 
this Dill will cll'ar up that doubt and will 
.rnake it possjblo in eYer:~ district \vhcro cane 
pcots affcd the industry for the farmers to 
make a rcqu(•,-,t for a district to be gaz?tted 
and a Board elected, and for funds to be 
collected so as to deal with the pest3. The 
prc•·0nt Yoluniary s~. "ltCnl dof's not opt. rate 
too well. In some districts thev have done 
wonderfull:r good work uuder 'that system, 
hut I believe that the com,mlsorr systun will 
op~wtc much better and will enable the pest 

to b<' dealt with. In some of the districts 
HH'Y ::tro be-coming very :c;erious and crops are 
:-;nfl'cring vt-ry severely. 

I havt' much plcas"urc in Inoving-
" That the Bill be uow read a second 

tirnc." 
:\h. SWAYXE (Jl>ani): As the Minister 

poiutod out, this Bill provides machinery for 
<loing work that for hvonty-ftvo ~'cars :was 
pcdmmcd by voluntary action. I c 'rtamly 
agrc•o with the principles contained m the 
Bill. Before the old system w<>. done away 
with splendid wade was done. I remember 
twcnt.: -fiye years ago, wben I was sccrct~ry 
of v hat '·'as called the C'ntral lle>structJOn 
Fund, which ('OYCn~d a big district, something 
like £2.000 passed through the accounts of 
the ceutral committee. which accounts were 
m'"k up of two-third contributions by the 
indu~tr:v and one-third subsl,(ly frorn thr Con
:m!iclated ReYcnuc. vVe accounted for 40 tons 
beetles one season, and we pretty well cleared 
that di<trict, and e;~er since work on those 
linos has been carried out. There hns :dways 
bepn the diffi.culh- that certain neonle who 
}wnditcd by the V,·ork would uot- co!rtrihute, 
but under the Bill all those '.c·ithin the al'ea 
will haYe to pay their ehare of the expense. 
Speaking- as one 1vho has con1o jn contact 
with the pra,ctical conditions in the past, I 
think the Bill is a good orw, though I thrnk 
the l:,vy of 3d. per ton is rather high. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTliRE: It is the 
rnaxi:rnum. 

1\Tr. SW A YNE : In the past the levy _could 
onh be imposed on those willing to cont~rbutc, 
but' under the Bill the matter will be 111 the 
hands of the elected reprceeutatives o_f the 
oTowers and millers. ~\lthough the max1mun1 
leYv is large, the r,,present.itivc,; elected ?v 
the' contributor-' will see that no unnecessarrly 
large levy is declared. The maximum levy 
under the principal Act is 1d. Lact year a levy 
of ~d. was made. and I fmd from the report 
of the .\uditor-General that there was a 
balance to the credit of the fuml of £21,000, 
although £1,855 was used in various loc~~:li
ties. It quite boars out '"hat 1 have sard, 
that the maximum levy in this Bill seems 
1·erv large. The Board has I>Ower to deal 
with other posts that in the pa,•t have called 
for attention. The [lOwer to compel all to 
contribute is a good one. 

I ,-.-ish to point out before I sit down the 
L1iffcrencf' between the sugar industry and 
other industries. Under the principal Act 
the work of the sugar experiment farms 
has beeP carried on at the expense of those 
cno·a;:rcd in the industry. All such work 
cm:'ricd out in connection with other farming 
operCltions unc!er the direction of the Depart
ment of Agriculture is .mpplicd with funds 
from the Consolidated Roverwe. In this case, 
as in most other case>;, the sugar-farmers pay 
out of their own pockets for anything they 
g-et. 

Question-That the Bill be 11ow read a 
second time-put and passed. 

Cot.T~ITTTEE. 

(Jir. Eirn·an, !Jri bnne. in thP chair.) 
Cl::tuses 1 to 6, both illclusive. put and 

passed. 
rrhe House rcsnrned. 
The CHAIR~IAN reported the Bill without 

amendment. 
The third reading of the Bill was made 

an Ordr;r of the Da:- for Tucsrlay next. 
The House adjourned at 9.45 p.m. 

Jlr. Sn·aynr.] 




