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FRIDAY, 19 OCTOBER, 1923.

The Speaker (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 11 a.m.

SUPPLY.

RrSTMPTION OF Comgmm——i[‘mm ALLOTTED
AY.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
DEPARTMENT OF MINES.

CHIEF OFFICE.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move—
“That £15,399 be granted for ¢ Depart-

ment of Mines—Chief Office.””

The amount placed on the FHstimates last
year was £15,014, and this year there is a
slight increase of £385. Last year the esti-
mate of expenditure was exceeded by the
small sum of £223.

Hon, A. J. Jones.]
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Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): Quite a lot of
information is furnished in the report of the
Department of Mines. Unfortunately,
according to the Auditor-General’s report,
we are still losing a lot of money on mining
in North Queensland. While we are all
extremely anxious to see mining prosper
throughout Queensland, and while I have
the utmost confidence in the general
manager, Mr. Goddard, who is a man who
knows his business pretty well, and whom
the department is very fortunate in having
to carry on the mining work in North
Queensland, still we must be very care-
ful. It has been contended by the Govern-
rent that, if they had not entered into
mining ventures in the way they did, a
considerable amount of distress would have
resulted in North Queensland as a result of
the mines shutting down. That iz perfectly
true, but at the same time the engaging in
actual mining operations is one of the
activities in which the Government should
be exceedingly careful regarding the way in
which they expend the public funds.

The Homr SECRETARY: Mining has done a
lot to settle Queensland.

Mr. TAYLOR: I quite admit that. As
long as Queensland has been a State the
Government have assisted mining, and no
doubt will have to assist mining in a very
material way. I think that the object the
Minister had in view in embarking upon
these mining ventures in North Queensland
could have been as well achieved if the
money had been spent in developmental and
productive  work of a permanent nature,
which would have given all the employment
that has been given by the mines during the
period of their operations.

I would like to stress what I have said
here on more than one occasion so far as
mining generally is concerned. The Govern-
ment and the Minister are trustees of the
public funds. The duties of a trustee,
whether acting as trustee for the people of
the State or for a private individual or com-
pany, is not to invest money unless he can
sce that there is liitle likelihood of any loss
being incurred. I have said before that the
Minister is very optimistic, and his optimism
has cost the State thousands of pounds which
ruight have been saved. It is not a bit of
use for a man to allow his optimism to ges
the Letter of his judgment. Everyone realises
that the investment of money in mining is
to a very great extent a gamble. Notwith-
standing all the information that we may get
from the experts of the Mines Departrent,
we very often find ihat they are wrong in
their estimate as to what is going to happen
in regard to certain ventures. In the cxpen-
diture of public money public men should
keep in view the principle that they should
invest that money in the same manner as
they would invest their own and adopt ail
the precautions that they would then adopt.
Ministers would not invest their own money
in the way they have been investing public
money for a number of years.

Mr. MAXWELL: They would soon be up
George street if they did.

Mr. TAYLOR: They would soon be up
George street or up Queer street.

The SrorrTARY FOR MiNEs: Do you mean
by that that Ministers are not as careful
with public money as they are with their
own?

[Mr. Taylor.
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Mr. TAYLOR: I do not think they are.
Graater care should be exercised with public
funds than an individual would e¢xercise
with regard to his own moncy. No matter
what Giovernment may be in power, they are
simply trusteces of the public funds. As I
said a few moments ago, the whole of the
objects which the Government have sought
to attain by carrying on mining ventures
as they have done in North Queensland
could have been accomplished by expend-

ing that same amount of money in
works of a permanent and reproductive
pature. We would then have something

to show for it. Judging by the reports, there
is a tremendous amount of very valuable
metals widely distributed in North Queens-
[and, but unfortunately the cost of recovering
thuse metals and placing them on the market
during the period the Government have
carried on operations has not been as salis-
factory as it might have been. We hive on
record what was lost by the company operar-
ing at Chillagoe betere the Government took
it over That commpany lost o couple of
millions in trying to win metals in that area.
"That fact did not deter the Government, who
waded into the venture, and, although they
heve provided employment in an indirect
way and a certain amount of revenue for
the railways by their operations, T ara still
of the opinion thzt the monsy could have
been better spent. I would rather see the
nzoney spent in the way of subsidies to pros-
pectors than that the Government should
spend it in the industry in the way they are
doing at the present time. That would be
preferable to the haphazard way in which
we have been going on for some years.

T notice by this morning’s newspapers that
Dr. H. I. Jensen has been appointed con-
sulting geologist for a certain oil syndicate
operating in Queensland at the present time.
1 do not know whether he has severcd his
connection with the Mines Department.
Those of us who have given any aftention
to the activities of Dr. Jeasen sinee his
association with the Mines Department
regard him as being a very able man. I do
not know Dr. Jensen, and I would not know
him of he entered this Chamber this morning.
I realise that Dr. Jensen is a man of very
wide knowledge so far as mining matters
are concerned. I do not know whether he
has severed his connection with the Depart-
ment of Mines or not, but, if he has done so,
I am very sorry. In view of the fact that
the Government are so largely interested in
mining matters just at present in Queens-
land, if the matter of salary only affected the
retention of Dr. Jensen, I consider that he
should have received an increase of salary.
I think it is a pity if he 1s going to be lost
to the Mines Department.

There is another matter which is a little
different to metalliferous mining—that is, the
operations which are being carried on in
connection with boring for petroleum
throughout the State. I understand this is
the mining activity with which Dr. Jensen
is going to be associated in the future. The
discovery of oil in payable commercial qaunti-
ties means a lot to Queensland. The Govern-
ment have been trying for a number of
vears to get satisfaction from the Roma bore,
but unfortunately a number of circumstances
have operated against success in that area.
That i1s to be regretted, as the Roma area
seems to be one of the localities in which
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there is an oxcellent possibilitv of securing
good results, I am sure that it is the hope
of every hon. member in this Chamber and
of every man throughout Queensland that the
Bills which we have been considering in
this connection will meet with th> success
which the Minister desires—that is, the dis-
covery in payable quantities of oil through-
out the State.

The «departmental report deals with the
subject of coal. Her: again we are fortu-
nately situated as a State. I notice that
there is a possibility of three woollen mills
being cstablished 1 Queensland, one at
Brisbane, one at Rockhampton, and one at
Charters Towers. 1 only hope that they
will materialise, because they will mean a
greater consumption of coal in the State.
I do not sce why coal should not be the
property of the Government the samc as is
provided with regard to petroleum, with this
proviso, that in granting coalmine leases a
certain royalty should be paid to the Govern-
ment on the coal won. We are exceedingly for-
tunate that we have coal practically through-
out the whole of Quecnsland, also that the
major portion of the coal so far discovered is
of very fine quality, holding its own with other
coal produced in Australia and probably with
any other coal in the world. To make coal-
mining the success we desire it to be it is
abundantly evident that we shall have to
provide facilities for the loading of coal at
the various ports throughout Qucensland
so that there will be some inducement for
ships to obtain bunker coal at our ports.
Declay should be eliminated in bunkering as
far as possible. Steamships are similar to
railways. If the railways are run only on an
average of twelv> hours a day, interest has
still to be paid for the twelve hours when
the rolling-stock is not in active operation.
As we have to compete with the whole of the
world in the supply of coal, it is quite
evident that we should provide the latest
facilities for delivering coal into ships and
that we should keep the tramsport charges
as low as possible.  We  cannot  alwavs
expect a  venturs such as ecoalmining to
show an absolute direct profit, but in an
indirect way the State gains through the
freights on our railwawvs from the coal
A very considerable amount of money was
lost during the period the Mount Morgan
mine was shut down. when the unfortunate
strike was on, not only to the company and
the employees, but also by our railways, and
the Government were perfectly justified in
granting the subsidy to the Mount Morgan
Company to enable the mine to continue its
operations. I do not claim to have the same
local knowledge as the Minister, and pro-
bably other hon. members, with regard to
that part of the State, but what little know-
ledge T have convinces me that, had that
mine shut down, the town of Mount Morgan
might as well have becn taken off the map.

The SECRETARY FOR MinES: Does not the
same argument apply to Chillagoa?

Mr. TAYLOR : The same argument does
not apply to Chillagoe. because in so far as
Chillagoe is concerned. the Government
sturted new ventures and new mines, and
they took cver leases that had been proved
to be unpayable. Until the slump in copper
took place, Mount Morgan had been a pay-
ing proposition, and had contributed largely
to the revenue of the State in the way of
taxation and in freight on the railways. The
whole plant was in active operation, and if
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the subsidy had not been granted, it would
have been necessary to scrap the whole show
because there was really nothing in the
vicinity in connection with which the plant
could have been used. Mount Morgan was a
settled township, and the Government were
fully justified in granting that money to the
Mount Morgan Company, as it has enabled
1,100 or 1,200 men to find employment at the
Mount Morgan mine Probably there are
400 or 500 less miners than were employed
prior to the strike, and it appears that one
of the difficulties has been in getting the
necessary skilled miners to operate the mine,

If we get a drought we generally find that
it is confined to one State, but the remark-
able thing about goldmining is that there
has been a slump over the whole of Aus-
trafia. The falling-off in the gold returns
has not been peculiar to Queensland, as
there has heen a tremendeus falling-off in
goldmining in Western Australia, Victoria,
and also in New South Wales. However,
according to the report, there are one or two
promising shows in Queensland, and they
should receive all the encouragement the
Government can give them, in order to see
if we cannot restore the prosperity of gold-
mining to some extent. We might not get
back to the state of prosperity that existed
in Queensland in the days when goldmining
was such a great success. Although Gympie
owed its early prosperity to goldmining, it
is a remarkable thing that that town pro-
bably was never more prosperous than it is
at the present time. Of course, it is sur-
rounded by very fine agricultural country,
and as a result of the operations of the
settlers in that district, it to-day is a
very flourishing town, and is in no
way dependent on goldmining. Then
Crovdon, in North Queensland, has practi-
cally ceased to be a gold-producing centre,
which is unfortunate. It was a fairly
thriving place when I was there many vears
agc. but it has fallen away to a very great
extent. T do not think we should pin so
much of our faith to mining as we should
to the encouragemcent of other industries
vihich will be more permancnt and stable
than mining has proved to be in those dis-
tricts. There are quite a number of direc-
tions in which we can spend our money
vrofitably. The hon. member for Burke has
Tatiely come from a very interesting trip
thrrough North Queensland, and anvonz who
has read the reports of that trip which have
appeared from time to time in the Press
and the information given with regard to
the possibilities of that country will recog-
nizc that there are some magnificent streams
there which are second to none in the whole

of the State, and which will aid in the
development of the sheep and cattle
industries.

The SEcRETARY For Mines: The develop-
ment of those districts cannot proceed without
coal.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am speaking more par-
ticularly with regard to goldmining and
metal mining generally. I give the Secretary
for Mines credit for his enthusiasm in this
matter. I believe that his desire has been
to do all he possibly can to assist the
industry : but T hope that the optimism which
is such a large part of his make-up will nof
carry him awarx the same as it has done
in the past. We were told the other day
about a wonderful discovery of silver-lead
about 10 miles wide, and I do not know how

My. Taylor.}
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many miles long. We ara accustomed to hear
these things in regard to mining.

] The SECRETARY ror Mines: I did not say
that.

Mr. TAYLOR: We have to take these
things not only with a pinch of salt but
very often with a whole tablespoonful of salt.
Until they are properls tested and developed
they may simply be the means of a very
Lnge amonnt of money being lost. In con-
nection with that particular mine in the
Chillagoe area, where the Minister’s optimism
leads him astray is in his limitation of the
leases to such a small area that I fail to
see that there is going to be any encourage-
ment for people to operate. If it is a good
proposition, he can protect the State by

allowing a more reasonable area. He pro-
poses to limit it to 10 acres. He is carried
away with the idea that it is going to be
anothel jeweller’s shop, and ,that you are
going to walk along there and kick out
payable metal with your boot. When he
comes to test it he may find that it is a
more difficult matter than he anticipates.
Fven on the strength of the reports which
he has received, I do not think that he should
lose his head over the matter. Xe can pro-
tect the State fully against men takiag up
the country who do not intend to work it
but acquire it simply for speculative pur-
poses and not with fhe idea of real develop-
ment; but, if he gives people backyard
allotments in order to carry out mining
operations, I do not see how he can expect
to succeed. I certainly think that the pro-
posed areas of 10 aeres are not sufficient for
the development of that find in North
Queensland.

I sincerely hope that in the coming vear
tho price of copper will rise to a payable
rate. It is most unfortunate that we cannot
get a more satisfactory price for copper than
wo are receiving at the present time. Taking
into consideration the position of things,

not only in Queensland but throughout
the world, it is evident that production
costs are not going to be reduced to
anv great extent to assist us. If we
eould find big deposits of a more pay-
able nature the whole difficulty could be

solved quite casily, and I hope that during
the year on which we have entered we shall
experience bigger and better returns from
the mining activities in which we are
engaged throughout Queensland. I hope that
mining will assist in the development of
‘Queensland, as it has done in the past. more
especially so far as industrial metals are
concerned.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): Like the Isader
of the Opposition, I regret that the Mines
Department is not able to make a more
encouraging report, and no doubt a man
of different temperament from the Minister
would find it very hard to work in conjunc-
4ion with the officials of the Mines Depart-
ment. Outside of the Minister, I suppose that
a more conservative body of men does not
exist in the public service. The Minister has
had a very hard row to hoe on account of
those who are connected with him in the
management of  this  department.  For
instance, Dr. Jensen recommended the estab-
lishment of a State battery on the Kidston
field. to be placed on the hill, so as to allow
of the amalgamation of the mines there and
the treatment of the ore right on the field.
A mining inspector went along afterwards
and built a battery down near the hotel about

[Mr. Taylor.
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so that the ore had to be
The battery was thus
although

% miles awayv,
carted to the battery.
placed a good waw from the ore,
it may have been a little closer to the
“ booze,” and I think that, if Dr. Jensen’s
recommendation had been carried out, work
would have been provided for a good many
men for many years. Kidston is a low-grade
proposition, and when you have to pay cart-
age for 3 miles on low- orade ore, it practic-
ally takes up all the wages. That field was
always looked upon as a poor man’s field.

I congratulate the Minister upon coming
to the decision which has been mentioned
by the leader of the Opposition, not to grant
leases of large areas on the newly discovered
field. because we know that in the past
gambling has been carried on with respect
to mines in Queensland, and 1 suppose some
of the biggest scandals in this State have
heen worked on the people by mining com-
panies that have been worked on any people
of anv country. I need only refer to Iguana
Consols at Croydon, where £17,000 was paid
for the sinking of a shaft on the report of
a newspaper man against the advice of
geologists.  The man who got the grant
brmwhr up the machinery from his old
piants in Croydon and sold it to the com-
pany, of which he was managing director at
a salary of about £300 a year. This man
has done more to cripple the mining industry
in Queensland than any other man.

The leader of the Opposition referred to the
optimism of the Minister. It is just as well
that we have in the department somebody
who is optimistic about mining in Queens-
land.

Myr. Moroax:
deal.

Mr. RIORDAN:

It is costing him a good

I do not think it is
costing him as much as it should cost. 1
think he is over-careful. Anyhow, he has
done a lot for mining in Queensland. Despite
what the leader of the Opposition may say,
anvone who has travelled through North
Queensland and seen the operations at
Chillagoe must admit that, although the
State 15 losing a few pounds there, had it not
been for the working of that field thousands
of men would to-day be carrying their swags
round North Queensland. Although it is a
Government venture, I think that the present
manager and the Mines Department will
make a success of it. It has been carried
along by Mr. Goddard in a very satisfactory
manner, and I hope that the Minister will
go further in a similar direction and estab-
lish a treatment works on the Cloncurry
field, or force those who are holding the
works there idle to operate them.

Had the Minister allowed these people on
Mennt Isa and on the new Cloncurry field
to take up big leases, then what has always
happened to_the finder of a field and the
men engaged in the industry would have

happened on those fields. Men
[11.30 a.m.] are prospecting year in and year

out, Genuine miners walk from
creek to creek, or pack their mining tools up
in an_effort to find new fields, and as soon
as a field is found a mob of sharks rush out
in motor-cars, peg 1t out, and then make -
application to the Mines Departmont for
exemption and hold it until such time as
they can float a company to work the show.
The granting of only 10 acres to the prospec-
fors on the Mount Isa and Chillagoe_ fields
will enable the prospectors to get what is
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due to them. A show of 10 acres will be quite
sufficient for them. If the field is a success
and mining magnates want the mine, let
them buy it from those who have discovered
it. Some men have given a lifetime to find-
ing these shows. These men devote the
whole of their life in prospecting in the
interests of the State, and under this system
they will be able to get something for finding
the show.

The Minister has been generous in grant-
ing an allowance to prospectors. The system
of allowing £2 a week to men going out
prospecting is a very good one, and the work
should be carried out on old fields on a more
systematic basis. Some pecple take up old
shows and make application to the Minister
for assistance in sinking a shaft. Many of
them have been rcopened, and have had a
crushing taken out of them. Dr. Jensen paid
a visit to the Croydon field in 1918, and
returned and recommended that the Govern-
rent send a boring plant there to bore along
the line of reef, and test that field by the
method of putting down a bore hole every
few hundred feet. By tihat method the
Mines Department would have been able to
find out whether gold still exists at Croydon
or mnot. I understand that to-day boring
can be done cheaper than it has been done
in the past, and that the plants are more
casily shifted. I think that Dr. Jensen’s
recommendation in regard to the Croydon
field should be given a trial, and the Woolgar
field should be alse tested. On the Woolgar
field there are a dozen or twenty men
ploughing along and getting out a crushing,
and quite recently the crankshaft of the old
battery broke down. A geologist of Dr.
Jensen’s standing would be invaluable to
the Mines Department in North Queensland.
The department should not consider the
matter of salary, and should give Dr. Jensen
a boring plant to have those fields tested.
The miners are living there hoping for some-
thing to turn up, and I am more than con-
vinced that, if Dr. Jensen was given a free
hand for twelve months or two years in the
Chillagoe and ¥theridge districts, there
would be a revival in goldmining activities
in those parts. At the present time we have
the Cloncurry field tied up on account of the
long leases there. There are plenty of treat-
ment works around the Cloncurry district,
vet it is impossible for the prospector to get
his ore treated there, and he has to send it
across to Chillagoe for treatment, and it is
paying more than wages. When 1 went
through the Cloncurry district during the
time of the elections there were two men
sent to gaol on suspicion of stealing ore off
one of the company’s leases. If those men
can steal ore off the company’s iease, as thev
vere alleged to have done, and have it treated
and make it pay, then why in the name of
woad fortune is the company being allowed to
have its mines closed down? When a com-
pany has 25 per cent. copper in the ore it
should be compelled by some provision in
the Mining Act to work those leases.

Mr. Morean: The Government cannot
make their own copper mines pay, so why
force others to work theirs?

Mr. RIORDAN: ZLet me tell the hon.
gentleman for his information that we can
make 25 per cent. shows pay. I am speaking
of a case where men were committed for trial
¢ suspicion of stealing copper, and they evi-
dentlv could make it pay. There are men
walking ‘about the country who are prepared
to work these mines, and work them profit-
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ably; and, if the company had done that, it
would have given employment for the last
five or six years on the Cloncurry field.
That would have been done if these long
leases had not prevailed. The Minister
would be well advised to establish a furnace
at Dobbyn or Cloncurry, or in some con-
venient centre, and the prospectors would
be prepared ito work that smelter on a
co-operative basis., and with a man like Dr.
Jensen advising them and stationed in Clon-
curry, hundreds of men would be making a
living around that district, and many new
shows would be opened up. The company
has been allowed an extension of three
months’ exemption to allow it to bring about
an amalgamation. The company has been
talking about that amalgamation for some
time. In certain cases exemption has been
refused and certain claims have been thrown
up, but they are hanging on to the good
stuff. I hope that no further extension will
be granted to them now that coal is avail-
able at Bowen, and can be obtained for about
14s. per ton, or landed in Cloncurry at about
£1 per ton. Coke can also be obtained. In
vears gone by it cost from £3 10s. to £4 per
ton to land coal and coke in the Cloncurry
district. There is a saving there of over
£2 per ton. Then the Railway Departmant
are prepared to meet these people by giving
them ceriain concessions in freight over the
railway line, but they have refused to
negotiate with the Government. Under those
circumstances the Government should refuse
to negotiate any longer with them in the
way of granting them exemptions in regard
tn their claims on the Cloncurry field. I feel
certain that, if the Government threatened to
start a furnace there on co-operative lines
and refused to give them any further exten-
sions, they would start to operate very
quickly.

The Woolgar field is a goldmining feld
that has not received the attention that I
think it should bave got. At the present
time there are shows there returning 2 oz
to the ton. If this stuff can be in any way
casily obtained, it ought to be a payable
proposition I Lkopow that the Minister
intends having a battery put there in order
to assist the prospectors, because he has
tnformed me that he is sending a crank-
shaft out with a man from Charters Towers
to have the battery fixed up so that the
people ean get their ore treaied. Thers are
other fields that have been hampered and
tied up by our old friend private cnterprise.
We have the Ortona field. out on the Robin-
son River and down through Percyville.
That is just as good a mineral bejt as there
is in any part of Queensland, and I predict
that before many years go by Percyvills will
be one of the principal mining districts in
Queensland,  The Chillagoe Company, in
1914 prior to closing down, negotiated with
the Denham Government for a loan of
£30,000 to build a railway to Percyville to
cuzble them to carry cn. If the Denham
Glovernment had granted that loan, the
Chillagoe Company would be operating in
Chillagoe to-day instead of the Governrnent.
A new field would have been opened up at
Peorcyville, and they would have obtained
some decent ore to work on. There is a
battery on that field at the present time,
and the owner of the battery has paid back
to the Government the money that was
advanced to enable him to crect it. If it
had not been for the clamour that was raised,
I doubt whether the Government would have

Mr. Riorden.]
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been repaid. There is some good ecrushing
stone at Ortona, and cne party, although
they have 500 tons at grass, find it impos-
sible to get it treated notwithstanding the
fact that there is a battery held by a syndi-
cate within a few miles of the mine. That
battery is held by some of those people who
come on to mining fields, take up leases, and
tie the field up year after year by sccuring
exemptions. I hope that the Minister will
go further in this matter and erect a battery
for the prospectors at Percyville and Ortona
to enable them to crush their stome. A
rovalty could be cliarged on the freatment
of their ore, and in this way the Govern-
ment would get the money expended on the

battery returned irn  additien to giving
c-mplpyment to  meny miners in those
districts.

T hope that the Minister will carry on his
policy of expending money where he thinks
there is an opportunity of it giving a revival
to the mining industry. He is rot one bit
too eptimistic about the mining industry.

The mining industry has done much to
dovelop this State. Charters Towers, Croy-
don, Grmpie, and other fields practically

saved Queensland in the olden days. At
one time the rmining industry at Croydon
carried a population somewhere in the
vieinity of 15,C00.

My, Moreax: It has ruined a lot of people
since.

Mr. RIORDAN : If the hon. member can
name half a dozen people that Croydon has
ruined let him do so. I have never heard of
a greater calamity howler in regard to the
cattle industry, which should be in a pros-
perous condition, than the hon. member for
Murilla. If the Mines Department had car-
ried on its operations in the same manner as
the cattle industry has been carried on, there
would be some need for the hon. member to
criticise the Government. Croydon has made
many people in Queensland, despite his state-
ment. I suppose that not one quarter of the
taxation that was received from the mining
fields in the Gulf and on the Etheridge has
been expended in developing those districts.
In the past we had a Government which be-
lieved in pulling everything to the city. More
has been done by this Government than was
ever done previously in developing the country
with a view to keeping the population there.
The Government have not done anything
approaching the political jobbery that was
done in connection with the Iguana Consols.
The previous Government granted that com-
pany £17,000 on the ecve of an election in
crder to catch votes.

Mr. MAXWELL: This Government cannot
talk on those lines!
~Mr. RIORDAN: No, we rely on the intel-
ligence of the clectors. Seeing that the com-
pany is winding up, it is the duty of the
Minister to enforce the claim of the Govern-
ment in respect of the machinery.
| The SECRETARY FOR Mixks: I have got the
ot.

Mr. RIORDAN: You have got a bad lot,
but it is better than nothing.” (Laughter.)
To show what a swindle it was, I might say
that there is only one decent piece of
machinery; the rest was purely serap iron.
That was one of the most scandalous things
that has ever been foisted on the people of
Queensland. I am very pleased to hear the
Minister say that he has secured the
machinery, but I suppose something like
£8,000 had been spent when he stepped in.

[Mr. Riordan.
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I hope that the Minister will not look upow
that £17,000 swindle as the general principle
on which average people engage in mining.
The genuine miner is a very honourable
man, but there is not a bigger shark on the
face of God’s earth than the mining specula-
tor. I hope that the Minister, by refusing
to grant large areas to those speculators, has
given them the kick in Quecnsland that they
deserve.

Mr. CORSER (Burnctt): I do not think
that anybody, not cven a member of the
(fovernment, can say that the Mines Depart-
moent is generous in its administration, The
hon. member who has just resumed his seat
has made a statement about the Mines
Department which e¢ven the Opposition will

stand up against. 1 doubt whethir the
Minister will accept his statement. The
hon. member for Burke claimed that the

responsibility for all things that have gone
wrong rested with the administrators and
permanent heads of the department. He
put the whole of the blame on their shoul-
ders. To save the Minister the pain of
having to sack them I must say a word on
their behalf.

The Secrerary FOR MINES: I suppose you
will do the opposite

Mr. CORSER: It is generally recognised
that the permanent heads of the the Mines
Department are carrying out State functions
in a manner that is a credit to the Govern-
ment and themselves. (Hear, hear!) It
does not mnecessarily follow that the policy
of the Government brings about credit to
their  administrators. They are honestly
attempting to carry out the policy of the
Government, and deserve the credit that is
due to them. I feel sure that the Minister
will acknowledge that they are carrying out
their duties generously, if they are not doing
it in any other way. The Minister some time
ago told us that it was essential, in the
interests of the State, that the Chillagoe
works should be carried on, and that they
could be carried on profitably, The Govern-
ment acquired those works by spending a
lot of moncy. They also acquired the Chilla-
goe railway to make it possible to carry on
those works. The Government by doing sc
relieved British and other investors of assets
which were likely to fall in value. We find
now that not only the railway but the mines
and treatment works have resulted in con-
tinuous loss. The Chillagoe works in 1820-21
showed a loss of £49.450; in 1921-22 there was
another loss of £71,786, and in 192223 a
further loss of £58.793. There has been a
total loss of £178,655. There has only been
one profit shown of £1,375. Thus the mine
that was supposed, under Government
management, to bring about a reward to the
State for the investment in the railway and
the taking over of the mines and smelter
has resulted in a continuous loss.

It was proved that under State control
and State management our mines are only
likely to bring about a greater loss.
Through our stupidity in acquiring privately-
owned businesses we have relieved the
investors by buring from them something
that was not going to pay, and we have
placed that loss on the State, merely because
we were married to State enterprise ag
against private enterprise.

Mr. Hartrey: What would private enter-
prise have done with the proposition?

Mr. CORSER: They had got to such a
position that the railway was not paying.
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Why should we pay back their investment
and increase our own liabilities?

fN.Ir. HartLEY : We could not have got out
of 1t

Mr. CORSER: We could. When the Go-
vernment were putting themselves into it
we were told that it was going to be a big
benefit to the State, and that we were going
to develop the field in the way only the
State could develop them.

The SecrETARY FOR Mines: There has been
a big depreciation in metal prices since.

Mr. CORSER : I admit that, but that was
taken into consideration at the time. The
Minister’s statement went to prove that
everything was going to be right. Now we
find there has been an official loss—we are
not going to say that the officials are respon-
sible—it is the fault of the Government.

As to Dr. Jensen, I have heard more about
him here than I have of any other mining
man in Queensland. I am not prepared to
admit that cverything he says is right and
that everything everybody else says is wrong.
If anything, I would rather take the other
side.

The Irvinebank treatment works also show
a loss. In fact, most of our mining ventures
have shown losses. Year in year out we find
losses accumulating and adding to the cost
of the State, which is not to our advantage.
Not so long ago we were told by the Depart-
ment of Mines that we were going in for
a big iron and steel works.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. CORSER: We spent quite a lot of
money on them.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
gentleman cannot show me anything in this
vole relating to iron and steel works.

Mr. CORSER: I can show that quite a
lot was done in the securing of a lease at
Yampi Sound.

The CHAIRMAN : I am not going to per-
mit the hon. member to discuss the iron and
steel works on this vote.

Mr. CORSER: I am not going to discuss

the iron and steel works, but I say that the -

administration of the Department of Mines
brought about a lease which I understand
they have in their possession at the Chief
Office—the vote for which we are now dis-
cussing. If we hold a lease at Yampi Sound,
we want some information with regard to
that lease. We do not know very much about
it, and the Minister has not enlightened us.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. CORSER: I will not discuss it: I
think it should be kept in the burial ground
for all State enterprises. That is the only
appropriate place for it
» Our Mines Department is a very important
one. and a great deal can be done by con-
sidering whether many of our old mining
fields cannoi be operated under newer and
more scientific methods of ore trecatment.
Under newer systems and better machinery
I think many of our old fields might be
opened up and many mines similar to the
Mount Perry mine, which supported large
populations under prosperous conditions,
rcopened. T trust that the day is not far
distant when we shall be able to reopen
many of our goldfields like Eidsvold and
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Gympie—places that were once working to
the benefit of the State. That would be to the
advantage of the State, and I sincerely hope
that the administration of the Department
of Mines will be able to carry out the scheme
successfully in the near future. T wish them
every luck.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): So far I cannot
sec that the criticism of the Mining Estimates
has been in any way adverse. While it may
be said that the Department of Mines has
not done everything that ought to be done,
and that it might have made greater wuse
of its opportunities, still I think that the
Government and the people of Queensland
have a great deal to congratulate themselves
upon. Therc is no doubt that in the past
the Department of Mines has been a very
important department in the administration
oi the Government. One thing that can be
fald of the whole of the administration of the
department is, that it has always been free
from any charge of anything savouring of
dishonesty or of a questionable nature. If
vou start off on that basis, you arc on a
pretty good wicket. 'The Department of
Mines has had as its chief objective the
conduct of its operations on straight lines.
and it has been successful in achieving that
objective. That is a very big thing. It
must be remembered that no department
can give of its best if it is a starved depart-
ment, and T desire to say as flatly as T can
that the Government do not give the neces-
sary monetary assistance to the Department
of Mines. A department can only go as far
as its cheque book will allow. I consider
that the geological staff and the Department
of Mines have done wonderful work in view
of the amount of money that has been placed
at their disposal. A much better result
could be achieved if a slight alteration was
made in the department. I believe that it
is a bad svstem to have the whole depart-
ment under one head. I think that the
Geological Department should be a sub-
department under the Chief Geologist and
that he should work in co-ordination with
the Under Secretarv and, through the Seccre-
tary for Mines, should handle the whole
of the geological and report work on mining.
That 15 not the case at the present time, and
T am satisfied that a good deal of delay and
sometimes loss occurs through the present
system. If a report is wanted, the matter
must go thrcugh the Under Secretary and
then his instructions go on to the Geological
Department. If assays are wanted; thev
have to go to the Chief Office and then on
to the Government Analyst. That is onc of
the worst features that the department is
staggering under to-day. It is under-
cquipped.  The Government should place
an adequate amount at the disposal of the
Secretary for Mines to enable him to equip
and staff the Geological Department with all
the necessary appliances for its work. It
should not be necessary to have to send
work on to the Government Analyst. That
must have a hampering effect on the
cfficiency of the department,

T have heard that Dr. Jensen has relin-
quished his services with the Department of
Mines. I suppose that it must be admitted
that in many ways Dr. Jensen was a valuable
officer, but I daresay it was at his own
desire that he resigned. and no department
can be made simply the hunting field for
one geologist or official. While Dr. Jensen
may have been a good officer, there are

Mr. Hartley.]
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dozens of others who are quite as valuable,
it not more valuable, officers. Right through
the staff we have good men. with one excen-
tion. 1 am inclined to make an exception
of the Chief Geologist, Mr. Dunstan, because

I do not like a lot of his reports.
{12 noon] although in the past he has done

a lot of valuable work, which no
doubt will be recognised as a standard
throughout the State. The work of the other
geologists has been of a very earnest and
valuable nature, and the one man I would
like to give special distinetion to is Mr.
Saint Smith. No man has accomplished
greater work in the way of travelling over
recugh couniry aud making valuable reports
than Mr. Saint Smith. 1 do not think any-
ore can mention one instance where his
reports have been wrong. That is a very
big thing to say in connection with mining.
because, as cvervoue knows, all mining is a
pretty big gamble. It is a very difficult
thing to tell what will oceur a few fect
under the ground, what sort of a lode it
will turn out, and whether it will last or
whether it will not. The Government can
congratulate themselves on having in rtheir
service geologists like Mr. Saint Smith, both
in the North and in Central Queensland.
His reports have been splendid.

Eon. members opposite. in speaking about
oil and referring to the geologists, said they
would not take their opinion about this or
about that. One might just as well say he
would not take a doctor’s opinion after
calling him in, or that he would unot take
an engincer’s opinion after seeking his
advice.

Mr. Moreax : The opinions of some doctors
are not worth taking.

Mr. HARTLEY : Whether they are worth
taking or not, a man has only to get a bit
of a pain and he is off to the doctor pretty
quickly. Of course, with the opinion of a
mining expert it is a different matter.

I want to give three specific instances where
the opinion of Mr. Saint Smith was proved
correct as against the opinions of quite a
number of men who were not geologists,
myself amongst them. To me it was a very
valuabls lesson. A number of geologists will
not tell you what they think. They will
give you a “ Yes-No' opinion, but Mr. Saint
Smith, if he has any data at all on which
to base an opinion, will say what he thinks.
When the Fairview iron lodes were discovered

we were ‘‘cock-a-hoop,” and thought we
were all right. We thought it was a
Mount Leviathan: We were told that at

Mount FEtna there was nearly a pure iron-
stone lode there 10 fect square. So we were
still more optimistic on the question of iron.
and we said that, if we did not get the iron-
works at Broadmount, the Government would
not be playing fair. Then there was a little
show at a place called Marmor, and the
gold taken from the lode averaged from 20
oz. to 80 oz. to the ton. Mr. Saint Smith
reported on these three propositions. He
said the Fairview lode was only a block of
ironstone showing over the top of a mountain
and did not go down bhelow 8 feet. He
said that the Mount Etna iron or blocks were
blocks of very pure iron ore on the surface
ranging up to 12 feet square, but it would not
go down to any depth. T was with him at
the time, and I said, “1 bet you it goes
right through the hill,” and he said, **If
you go over the other side of the hill and

{Mr. Hartley.
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find one bit of ironstone, I will say you
might be right.” I put in half an hour in
the scrub trying to find ironstone but found
nothing that looked like ironstone. We were
not satisfied, and I got the Government
during the period of unemployment to test
the matter by excavating, and, when that was
done, it was found that the stone at Mount
Etna cut out at about & feet. The same
thing occurred when we looked for the iron
ore at Fairview. We cut through the iron-
stone there at about 2 feet and underneath
that was only ordinary stone. With regard
to the gold-bearing ore at Marmor 1 got
the Government to send a geologist there to
report. Mr. Saint Smith was sent up, and
his report was that he did not think the
thing would be of a permanent character—
that it was just a patch of good stone. I had
a conversation with him, and asked if there
was not a chance of his being mistaken. He
said he might be mistaken, but, if he was
advising anybody, he would not advise them
to put anything 1n it. In spite of that, the
show looked so good that I not only put in
£25 myself but induced a number of friends
to put money into the venture because the
show looked like a jeweller’s shop, and so it
was for about 6 or 8 feet along the reef,
and then it pinched out. We put in about
three months chopping all over the place
and never got even a trace of gold. That
speculation was entered into against the
advice of the Government expert, and I
give the particulars because hon. members
on the other side the other night were saying
that the geologists were no good and that
they would not accept their opinions. In
those three separate instances the opinion of
the geologist was proved to be absolutely
accurate, and, when we have men like that
in the department, we have something to
congratulate ourszlves upon.

Another matter I want to refer to is the
dearth of information in relation to the
Styx coalmine. T want to say as definitely
as I can that I am very disappointed with
the slow progress in connection with the
Styx coalfield. The report says there is very
fine coal there.

The SecrRETARY FOR MINES:
Australia,

Mr. HARTLEY : Then for the Lord’s sake
get a decent move on and get the shaft down
so that we can get it out and sell it! Do not
talk about it!

Th» SECRETARY FOR MINES:
down about 500 feet.

Mr. HARTLEY : Not the big shaft?
The SECRETARY FOR Mines: Yes, the big
shiaft.

Mr. HARTLEY: I am very plecased to
hea- it. The work has gone on a lot quicker
than up to the last time I inquired about it.
and I hope that very soon they will be down
on the coal and ge<t it out. FEven if it 1s
only 400 feet nearver than it was two years
ago, we are that much further ahead.

Mr. MorGaN: It may be so deep that rou
will not be able to work it.

Mr. HARTLEY : No. We know how deep
the coal is. It is about 600 feet from the
surface, if my memory serves me right. I
am very pleased to hear that the work is
so much further ahead than I thought it was.
I want to suggest to the Government and fn
the Minister that, with three big State coal-
mines like Baralaba, Styx, and Bowen, the

The best in
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business cannot be handled by the general
department, as 1s being attempted; and I
suggest that they get a first-class man and
put him in charge of a sub-department to
manage the whole of the State coalmires.
There are two big factors in connection with
the development and profitable handling of
shese mines—the mining part and the
engineering part. No Government depart-
ment will do it adequately and profitably.
I have seen evidence in one or two cases
where the management in the department is
bringing about delay. I earnestly advise the
Minister to put on a coalmining manager
with a thorough knowledge of how to get out
coal cheaply and in the largest quantities. It
is rather funny to see the hon. member for
Burnett, who the other night was condemn-
ing this side right and left for depending on
the Council of Agriculture and the Depart-
nent of Agriculture for advice in connec-
tion with the handling of things belonging to
the farmer, getting up this morning in
defence of the Mines Department because it
was getting a little critieism in regard to its
mining operations. It appears to me that
when it is their own business hon. members
opposite want to handle it their own way,
but when it is something which does not con-
cern them they do not care who handles it.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) : 1 am one of those
who think that the time has arrived when
the Minister should call a halt, and, before
he spends thousands of pounds in prospecting
or developing new ventures, he should show
us something solid for the money already
expended. The Minister has a lot of ventures
in hand at the present time, but very few of
them are showing a profit. I think that it is
up to the hon. gentleman to show a profit
and prove that the State is capable of hand-
ling these ventures successfully. Until he
does that I do not think he is justified in
spending huge sums of money in doubtful
exnterprises which may land the State into
irouble, as we find is the case at present.
I would draw the Minister’s attention to the
report of the Auditor-General for 1922-1923
with respect to the Department of Mines. I
think that this matter requires some explana-
tion. The Auditor-General states—

““ DEPARTMENT OrF MINES.
‘“The accounts in connection with the

following undertakings under the control
of this department——

State coalmine, Bowen:
State coalmine, Baralaba;
State coalmine, Styx No. 2;
State coalmine, Styx No. 3;
State arsenic mine, Jibbenbar;
State store, Jibbenbar;
were not finalised at the date of this

report, and therefore were not available
for publication. As three months have
now elapsed since the close of the finan-
cial year, this delay is quite inexcusable,
and apparently indicates lack of effective
supervision on the part of the responsible
department officials. It is hoped that
there will be no recurrence of such
regrettable neglect.”
That is pretty strong criticism. Could an
official who realises his position use stronger
language than that? He states definitely
that things are not as they should be—in
fact, it is almost serious enough to move for
a Commission of Inquiry to find out really
what is happening in connection with these
matters. The report goes on to say—

“The accounts of the above under-
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takings will be dealt with in my repors
on the State enterprises, under the con-
trol of the Commissioner for Trade.”
Why is it that these enterprises are not
managed in a businesslike way? There have
been thousands of pounds spent in connec-
tion with the undertakings mentioned by the
Auditor-General, yet we find neglect or
inefficiency on somebody’s part—I do not say
on the part of the Minister, although he is
the head of the department, and must take
the responsibility.
The Srcrerary For Mines: 1 take the
responsibility ; I have got an explanation.

Mr. MORGAN: I am glad to hear that
the Minister has an explanation. This is the
strongest criticism in connection with any
department made by the Auditor-General for
some time past. I could not let the oppor-
tunity pass without referring to it, and ask-
ing the Minister to let us know why these
matters have not been dealt with in a
business-like and up-to-date way.

I would like briefly to refer to the State
arsenic mine and the general cost of pro-
duction. The Minister knows that arsenic,
like copper, has fallen considerably in value,
and may fall still more. Before the war
arsenic equal to that produced at Stanthorpe
sold for £9 10s. per ton. The Minister
knows that we cannot produce arsenic at
that price; in fact, according to the report,
it is costing £40 per ton.

The Sromerary ForR MiNes: The
price last year would be about £34.

At 12.15 p.m..

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympie)., one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. MORGAN : In the last report I saw
the cost was stated to be about £40 per
ton. The Minister also stated that he could
have sold all the arsenic produced at
Jibbenbar at that particular time at £70 pee
ton. If the Minister can produce arsenic for
£40 per ton and sell it at £70 per ton, it
will be very profitable,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:

average

We have

brought the cost of production down as low

as £27 per ton, but the average cost over
the year was £34 per ton.

Mr. MORGAN : When the Minister made
a statement he said distinctly that he could
sell the arsenic at £70 per ton and that it
cost £40 per ton to produce, and that by
giving it to the prickly-pear selectors at £10
per, ton, he was making them a present of
£30 per ton as far as the cost of production
was concerned, and of £60 per ton with
regard to the market price of the article.
It would be far better for the Minister to
sell every bit of arsenic in the State mine,
and not allow the farmer to have one ton of
1%,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Why?

Mr. MORGAN : If the hon, gentleman can
produce arsenic for £40 per ton and sell it
at £70 per ton, he is making a profit of £30.
Instead of giving the farmer arsenic at £10
per ton to mix his own poison, thereby
losing £30 per ton—because, according to
these figures the hon. gentleman would be
losing £30 per ton if it costs £40 per ton $o
produce—it would be far better for the
department to make a profit of £30 per ton
and give the farmer the mixed poison which
is on the market. The mixed poison would
be 50 per cent. better than the pure arsenic.

Mr. Morgan.]



1772 Supply.

The SecreTaRY FOR MiInks: And allow the
manufacturers of poison to exploit the
farmer ! If you advocated that we should
make the poison, there would be something
in it

Mr. MORGAN : 1t would be far better to
sell the arsenic for what it would bring and
use the profit to manufacture cur own poison,
if so desiresd, and give the farmer the manu-
factured article. With the £30 a ton profit
made on the sale of arsenic the hon. gevtle-
man could give the farmer the ready-mixed
poison, which would be in every way better
than what he is doing at the present time.

The SECRZTARY TOR Mixes: There would
have been more pear in Queensland to-day
had it not been for the arsenic mine.

Mr. MORGAN : It is only the out-of-date
man who uses arsenic for pear poisoning.
In a foew months’ time the hon. gentleman
will have no applications for arsenic for
that purpose. In fact, I think the bulk of
the applications for polson are in connection
with the use of it for suckering and dips.
It soon will be just as much out of date to
use arsenic to destroy pear as it would be to
use cue of the wooden ploughs used in Great
Britain 100 years ago. I would like to see
the Minister use the arsenic in the manufac-
ture of poison, if he likes, to prevent exploit-
ation and give it to the farmers at a cheap
rate.

I recognise that the Chillagoe smelters are
giving work to a number of men, but it is
very expensive. They are employed in a
losing concern. Would it not be better to
place them in some other locality and make
them prosperous or revenue producing? It
is all very well for the Government to say
thav they have kept 1,200 men at work—we
arc all glad that they are employed—but
thcy are not producing enough to pay the
cost of their upkeep. If we were to run a
private business in that way, what would be
the result? We would go down. If you are
ranning a company and find that the profits
are not sufficient to pay wages and you make
a loss of, say, £50,000 a year, you cannot
~arry on. The Minister thinks he is justified
in using State money in a different manner
to the way he would use his own money.
I say he is not.

Mr. HARTLEY : It is developing all the fime.
It is improving the assets of the State.

Mr. MORGAN: Chillagoe was cxploited
by private enterprise. Millions of money
were spent upon it, and it never paid a divi-
dend: and now, with the best brains the
Government could get, and the Government
resources behind it, 1t is still a losing
proposition.

Mr. HArILEY: 1t is in better order now
than the company ever had it in.

Mr. MORGAN: 1 admit that if copper
gees up to £90 a ton it may be a payable
proposition; but we do not produce more
than 10 per cent. of the world’s requircments
in copper, and we have no control over
prices. Personally 1 think i1t might be
injurious to Australia if copper went up to
a high price, because everything we need to
develop the State and Australia would go
up in price accordingly.

Mr. Harriey: How is it that the price of
copper wire does not come down now?

Mr. MORGAN : There has been a consider-
able reduction in the price since the termina-
tic of the war. It has been truly said that
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every ounce of gold costs about £6 to pro-
duce, therefore it is not a payable proposi-
tion, because the cost is more than the actual
value of the gold. The same thing applies
to eopper. If we are getting £70 a ton for
copper and it is costing us £90 a ton to
produce, it is not payable. Why not use the
money in producing something which will
commmand a good market overscas? Would
it mot be better to produce another £1,000,000
worth of wool? Would it not be better to
employ the 1,200 men who arc working at
Chillagoe in the wool indusiry or elscwhere
o1 the land in a payable proposition which
would bring to the country something with
which to pay the interest on our loans?

Mr. RIORDAN : According to your argument,
we should go out of cattle-raising.

Mr., MORGAN: If cattle prices or con-
dilions generally in the cattle industry are
not going to improve, the best thmrf_r to do
is to gc out of the cattle industry. The two
things are not similar propositions, but all
the same, if the cattle industry cannot pay,
one of two things must be done. Tither
the cost of production has to be reduced or
we shall have to go out of cattle altogether.
The same thing applies to copper. At one
time at £60 a ton, with wages at £3 a week.
it was a payable industry and gave cmploy-
ment to thousands of men. Now it is not
payable with copper at £70 a ton and wages
ai £4 5s. a week. Would it not_ be belter
to have copper at £60 a ton and have all
our copper shows working and showing &
mergin of profit, with wages at £3 a week if
that wage had the same purchasing power
as £4 5s., than to have copper at £70 a ton
and all the mines idle?

Mr. WEIR: We say the same.

Mr. MORGAN: If the prices of articles
generally were reduced and the purchasing
price of the sovereign came down accordingly,
we could have thousands of men working in
oar mines, even with copper at £70 a ton.
T remember the time in Vietoria when they
were producing gold from ore which went
half an ounce to the ton. Could you work &
mine giving half an ounce of gold to the ton
to-day?

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Yes, with a good seam.

Mr. RIorDaAX : It all depends on the nature
of the ore.

Mr. MORGAN : And on the cost of getting
it. Some mines have better ores than other
mines. The point I want to make is that 1t
is not profitable for us to go on losing
£100,000 a ycar for the purpose of keeping
a certain number of men at work. The
Government told us that they could make
the mines pay with copper in the vicinity
of £90 a ton. So they could, but they
bought the mines when copper was af £90
a ton, and now the price is falling. It is
just the same as what happened in connec-
Hon with the cattle stations. The Govern-
ment bought them at a time when cattle
were high in price, and now they have fallen
to such an extent that they are not paying.
The same thing applies to the Chillagoe
mines.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
down the men’s wages.

Mr. RiorpaN: Mr. Corbould said that he
could make copper mining pay with § per
cent. ore in the Cloncurry district.

Mr. MORGAN: I am not advocating eut-
ting down the wages. 1 know that a man

You would cut



Supply.

getting £4 5s. needs every penny to keep
himself and his family under existing condi-
tions, but the point I want to make is that,
if a wage of £3 were equal to a wage of
£4 5s. if prices were reduced, the miner
would be just as well off and we could pro-
duce copper profitably when the price was
£70 a ton.

Mr. RIORDAN : The miner could never keep
a wife and family on £3 a week when copper
was £60 a ton, unless he kept them in bags.

Mr. MORGAN : No; and they are keeping
them in bags now. Where will you find
people living under worse conditions than
those living on the mining fields to-day?

Mr, Hagrriey: That is just where you are
right.

Mr. MORGAN: The Auditor-General tells
us that the loss on the Roma oil bore amounts
to over £36.000.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
Toss; it is an expenditure.

Mr. MORGAN : I am very pleased to hear
it. Then we find that the loss on the Bam-
ford State battery amounts to £4,463. I
would like to see some of these things paying.

I find that £16,324 has been spent in con-
nection with assistance to miners obtaining
precious stones. Nobody objects to the Go-
vernment trying to assist people in this
industry, but did the Ministry fix the matter
on a business basis when they laid down a
5 per cent. margin?

The SeCRETARY FOR Mixes: We paid 95 per
<ent. on our standard, but we hope to get
more than that standard.

Mr., MORGAN: The Government are a
long time about it. I hope that when they
do get the money they will be able to give
a certain amount to the miners by way of
profit.

We were told that the Warra coal mine was
the best in Australia. That statement was

broadcast all over Australia, and
712.30 p.m.} now we find that the mine is

a total failure, although it con-
tains the very best coal. It is a beautiful
waterhole, but the coal is too costly to pro-
duce.

Mr.
mining.

Mr. MORGAN: It is fair to expect 5 per
cent. of successes.

The SecRETARY FOR MINES : What about the
Bowen coalmine?

Mr. MORGAN: I find that £49,000 has
been expended in connection with the Bowen
iron and steel works, and we have nothing
to show for it. It is unfortunate that the
Minister should be connected with it. We
are told that the Styx River coal is an
exceptionally fine coal. We are told that it
is the best in Australia, but we have heard
that sort of statement before.

Mr., HartLey: The coal is being sold at a
profit to the Railway Department in the
Central District, but it is not being pro-
duced quickly enough.

Mr., MORGAN : I would like to see some
-of these things pay so that some of the profit
may be used in speculating, and then we
could say we were not losing any money.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: A mine has to
zc through its developmental stages, and it
does not pay during that period.

That is not a

Bruce: There are always risks in
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Mr. MORGAXN: I hope before long the
Minister will prove that it has been success-
ful. I know he is very optimistic, but men
who are engaged in mining all their lives
or for a great number of ycars always con-
tend that they are going to strike the prize
in the next hole. They have hearts like lions,
and never give up, always belicving tuat
it will be found in the next hole.

Mr. Hartrey: While they have that spirit
they will keep this country going.

Mr. MORGAN: It is a very fine spirit.

Mr. HartLEY: Do you not do the same
thing in connection with droughts? You
fight through one drought believing that
next year is going to be a good one.

Mr. MCRGAN: Yes, but the individual
fights the drought at his own cost.

Mr. Wrir: No, you do not.
Mr. MORGAXN: He is not using public
funds. The Goyvernment should be very care-

ful in expending public funds, and they
should treat all these matters on a business
basis, whether the funds are going to a
company or to an individual.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Quecnton): The hon.
member for Murilla expressed rather extra-
ordinary ideas which, if they were carried
out, would help the country to go back rather
than go forward. e evidently believes in
the past rather than looking at the present
or to the future. He claimed that because
copper wire and other copper things in
Australia were so cheap——

Mr. Harirgy: They are not.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The hon. member
satd they were. Assuming that they are
cheaper, he contends that the price for erude
copper should be cheap also. If there is
anything in his argument, it would be just
as well to go from copper to wool, and say
that because we are wearing woollen tweeds
it would be better for us to have wool at a
cheap price and consequently clothes at a
cheap price. When we come to consider
the amount of copper used in Australia in
comparison with what we are producing, and
to say that because the commodity that is
vsed is sold at a cheap price the raw
material should also be a cheap price, it is
simply a nonsensical argument that no one
who knows anything about the subject would
use.

The hon. gentleman also spoke about bring-
ing sovereigns to Australia to pay for the
goods that go out of Australia. A man who
puts up an argument Jike that does not
know anything about international trade.
He does not know anything about it when he
talks about sovereigns coming into a country
which produces gold. He also said that,
if wages were as low now as they were ten
or twenty years ago, the country would be
better off i¥ the purchasing power was the
same. Anvbody who knew the purchasing
power of £3 per week twenty years ago, and
what could be purchased then in comparison
with what is purchased at the present time,
would not put up such an argument. It
shows that the hon. member has in
mind what was in the mind of the pecnle
in Charters Towers when wages were £3 a
week, when they put up the argument that.
if the men were prepared to work for £2
a week or £2 10s. a week, one-third more
could be employed in the mines. There is

Mr, Winstanley.]
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ro doubt that those who argue like that have
no objection to that being done so long as
they are not victims of a system which would
bring people absolutely back to the condi-
tions of slavery. There is no doubt that
to-day people are purchasing more than they
purchased twenty years ago, and they need
to. Years ago people went without a large
rumber of things which they now get, and
which they have a perfect right to get.

Mr. TaAvLOor: You are wrong.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I am not. I can
guarantee that the leader of the Opposition
cannot by any means or method or figures
prove otherwise,

Mr. Tavior: I went through it myself.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : I went through it
toe, and I know what I had to put up with.
1 am satisfied that the conditions to-day are
better than they were twenty or thirty years
ago. 1 am speaking of outside of Brisbane,
in the northern and western portion of the
State, and anybody who knows anything of
those couditions will not hanker for them
t5 come back. I hope that they have gone
for ever. The leader of the Opposition is
just the sanie as the hon. member for Murilla
in reference to optimism. Had it not been
for the optimism of the people who pioneered
Queensland there would have been no Queens-
land. There is no question that the people
who worked in the mining districts and
pionecred the mining fields of Queensland
were of a very optimistic temperament.
They would not be miners if they were not.
Thev were very optimistic about the way
they spent their money, and anvone who did
not know them would say that ther were
foals for the way in which they spent it.

At 12.40 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN
resamed the chair.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: They have con-
fidence in the ventures they put their money
into, and accordingly they put their money
into them. Sometimes they win; sometimes
they lose.

Mr. MOORE: Putting your own money into
it is different to putting the State’s money
into it.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: According to hon.
members opposite it is quite right to put
the money of the State into anything that
will help the pastoralist or any other body
of emplovers; but immediately any aid 1s
given to mining they want to stop it. If the
idea of the hon. member for Murilla was
carried out, immediately a proposition be-
came a non-paying one all the men engaged
in it would get the sack and the whole of
the work would be shut down. Anyone who
has had any experience knows that a private
individual-—and private individuals are just
like private companies—will run his business
at a Joss for a certain length of time in the
hope that the market will revive. I know
of business men who, although there has not
been work for them to do. have mot dis-
charged their men. because they knew that,
when trade revived again. they would find a
difficulty in getting their men together again.
They took a risk for four or five months in
keeping their staffs on in the hope of recoup-
ing themselves in the days to come. There is
no doubt that there is an element of gambl-
ing in mining. It is men like hon. members
sitting opposite who are the gamblers and
not the miner, who is a legitimate worker.

[My. Winstanley.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane)
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When a miner takes up shares in a mine he
will work it whether it is paying wages or
not, because it is to his interests to see the
mine developed.

Mr. Tavror: They do the same as every-
one else does.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: If the speculator
can boom up the shares by booming up a
report, he does so in order to sell those
shares to his personal advantage on the Stock
Exchange. That is the way they like to
make money.

Mr. Kerso: Do you mean to say that the
miner is an investor?

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Of course, he is an

investor.

Mr. Taveor: He invests his money to make
a profit the same as anyone else.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Charters Towers
during the first twenty yeavs of its existence.
No outside capital was spent in Charters
Towers during that time. It was not until
rock drills and deep sinking were resorted
to and big companies and the speculators
came on the field and the people began to
be taken down. I can confidently state that
if Charters Towers—and though I do not
know so much about other fields, I suppose
the same remarks apply—had been kept as
a legitimate mining venture, and not
exploited by half a dozen 'people, it would
have been working to-day.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. WINSTANLEY : As soon as the min-
ing speculators saw that the mines were
finished, that there was not much more in
them so far as they were concerned, they did
their level best to shut up the field. No
better class of people come into a community
than miners. The discovery of a mining
field would set Queensland going again.
A discovery has been made outside Clon-
curry, but whether it is a good or otherwise
remains to be seen. The discovery points to
the fact that Queensland has not yet been
prospected to the fullest extent, otherwise
such a discovery would not be made so close
to an old mining field. I am positive that
not only silver-lead mines but gold mines
will be discovered in time to come. They
will be discovered by people who are opti-
mistic that gold and other minerals exist.
They are the people who will make the dis-
covery and help Queensland along. Charters
Towers was developed on practically 12-acre
leases. Up to the time when deep mining
and rock drills were introduced the leases
was not more than 12 acres in extent. Those
leases were quite large enough to keep the
companies going for a fairly long time.
Later on, when deep mining and rock drills
were introduced, the leases were enlarged to
100 and 150 acres. They were not half
worked, and it sometimes happened that the
companies were shepherding one-half or two-
thirds of the leases—simply adopting a
“ dog in the manger’’ attitude, and prevent-
ing others from working them. The Minister
has acted wisely in seeing that a handful of
peonle do mnot monopolise the new silver-
lead field in the Cloncurry district. After
some develonment has taken place there, if
is possible that some of these 10-acre leases
may be combined and the area increased to
20 acres. So far as the legitimate miner is
concerned, it is a wise thing to limit the size
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of the lease, otherwise the whole area may be
secured by one company, which does not
intend to work them, and it will keep people
off the field.

For many years past a sum has heen
placed on the Estimates for the aid and
development of mines. I am sorry to see
that the Government—probably the Treasurer
—have found it necessary to cut down that
vote on this occasion. Last year £19,500
appeared on the Estimates for that purpose,
and this year it is cut down by £3,500.
When that sum is spread over all the mining
fields in Queensland no one can get a large
amount.

Mr. HaRTLEY : Just enough to christen the
engine.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Ten years ago a
mine was taken up at Charters Towers which
Lad been given up as not worth the trouble
of working. The company had spent about
£200,000 on other lcases, and they could not
raise money enough, after having spent their
funds ou developing the mine, to work it.
They approached the previous Government,
when the hon. member for Albert was Secre-
tary for Mines, and he gave them a subsidy
of £500. It was not very much, but it was
encugh to give them a start. The company
did some work with the £500 and things
locked promising. For ten years that mine
has been employing from 100 to 150 men,
and has been a paying proposition se far
az the shareholders were concerned. That
subsidy was moncy well spent. The corapany
built up a reserve fund of £4,000 or £5,000,
but in the last five or six months their luck
has been out, with the result that their
ressrve fund has been exhausted. They very
naturally are asking the Government to come
to thelr assistance, and thus keep the men
cmployed. The Government no doubt will
assist them. The point arises whether, when
a raine reaches the stage when it does not
appear to be profitable, it should he shut
down and thus put an end to operations.
That should not be done. It has often hap-
pened in mining that, after the original
prospectors have gone away, someone else
has come along and, without much work or
waiting, has reaped the reward that the first
people should have got. From this stand-
point it is quite legitimate that the Govern-
rment should help the struggling mining com-
panies in existence at the present time.

The hon. member for Murilla among other
things had something to say about batteries
in various parts of the State. The Gevern-
ment have come in for some criticism because
£2,000 has been spent in that direction at
Charters Towers. The expenditure of that
sum has enabled miners to crush 800 tons of
stone. If that battery had not been there,
the prospecting for that stone would not
have been done. That has been done, not
only so far as Charters Towers is concerned,
but practically all over the country. Men
are still looking for reefs, sometimes getting
stone that pays wages and sometimes scarcely
paying wages, but they are optimistic. The
mill was £100 short of paying expenses but
aganst that they have 240 or 250 tons of
sand which they will treat in the future.
I think that the Department of Mives is
deserving of commendation for the help 1t
has given to the mining industry in
Queensland.

A good deal of criticism has been levelled
against the action of the department in con-
nection with Chillagoe. If hon. members
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know anything about the subject, they will
know that, when the railway was first built
to Chillagoe and afterwards to Etheridge,
it was on the condition that it was to be
repurchased by the Government after a cer-
tamn  period had elapsed. There was no
getting away from that. The company could
look to the Government and expect payment
for the railway when the time fell due. The
Government thought that, instead of allow-
ing the whole countryside to lie idle and the
rallway to go to ruin, they might as well try
to keep the railway in permanent order.
They preferred to do this instead of taking
over a heap of scrap iron, and at the same
time they endeavoured to revive the mining
industry. Up to the present the proposition
may not have been a payable one, but that
Is partly due to the insufficiency and quality
of the ore that has been smelted. I know
of one mine in Ravenswood with exception-
ally rich ore that always used to send the ore
to Port Kembla; but when the Chillagoe
Company started smelting operations, they
sent it to Chillagoe and got, not only a
quicker, but a better return than by sending
it to the South. They appreciated the fact
that the Chillagoe Company’s smelters were
a valuable acquisition and that they helped,
not only Chillagoe, but other places in North
Queensland.  For that reason, 1 certainly
think that. when all is =ald and done, the
Gevernment should be commended for the
assistance they have given.

Mining is certainly slumping at the pre-
sent time, but there are great possibilities
that Queensland will see a revival of the
mining industry, not only in gold, but in
other metals. That is, provided we do mot
become pessimists. If we become pessimistic,
1t will mean not only the end of mining,
but the end of a number of other industries
a present in existence in the State.

So far as the officers of the Department
of Mines are concerned, I have always found
them exceptionally courteous and ready to
give me_all the information in their posses-
sion, with a view to helping along the
mining industry. For some time past the
Department of Mines has had a drill
operating at Charters Towers, putting down
holes in order to test the country. To some
extent the results have not been encouraging.
But the latest report is that they have gone
through a fairly large formation with stone
containing mineral that, while it may not
justify putting down a shaft, certainly justifies
further expertmenting. I hope that before the
drill is removed from Charters Towers a few
holes will be put down in localities where
old miners are quite confident thag gold
exists—where they have tried the surface but
have lost the run of the reef, which may
possibly be picked up in deeper ground. I
am not desirous of seeing mines worked at
4,000 feet: I think 400 feet would be more
comfortable and convenient for those
working in the mines.

Taking things all in all, T consider that
the Department of Mines has done gaod
work for Queensland, and I hope that that
good work will be continued in the future.

Mr. PETERSON (Yormanby): I am not
ore of those who disagree with the action
of the Government in endeavouring to keep
certain industries going in connection with
mimng. I prefer to see the Government sub-
sidise those industries rather than perpetuate
the system of rations and doles to large
bodies of men from which we can get no

Mr. Peterson.]
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veturn. You may make a loss on certain
undertakings, whether they are private or
State, but the action is justified when you
take into consideration the benefits gained
by keeping those undertakings open for the
time being, from the fact that men are
employed, the railway returns are enhanced,
ocmpany taxes are secured, and—this is
important—the State is able to secure income
tax from them. It must also be kept in mind
that mining may revive at any time, when a
large reward will be reaped. I consider that
the alternative of keeping a large body of
employees on rations merely tends to
demoralise the men.

The SECRETARY FOR MiNgs: They would be
much better out prospecting.

Mr. PETERSON: That is so. I have
always found the Secretary for Mines pre-
pared to subsidise any reasonable show in my
electorate. Up to the present the prospectors
have nol been very successful, but not because
they have not tried nor because they have not
secured assistance from the Government. I
believe that no honest prospector with a
reasonable show would have any difficulty in
securing assistance from the Minister. We
find this in the Auditor-General’s report for
1921-22—

““ The hon. the Minister arranged with
an expericnced miner to carry out the
testing of the Palmer goldfield as agent
for—but without expense to—the depart-
ment. The transport of material and
drilling (2,000 feet) is being carried out
by the Mines Department at a cost
approximately of £2 340, which is to be
repaid by the prospectors.”

In the Auditor-General’s report for
following year, 1922-23, we find—

“ The arrangement made by the hon.
the Minister with an experienced miner,
representing a syndicate, to carry out the
testing of the Palmer goldfield, has been
terminated. Three bores were put down
to an aggregate depth of 2,165 feet, at
a total expenditure of £4,382 5s. 6d. In
accordance with the agreement the syndi-
cate repaid «£2,488, being the original
estimated cost, £2,340, together with
£148 10s. which was charged for drilling
at 18s. per foot beyond 2,000 feet.”’

Wow the agreement was that the department
of Mines was to make this expenditure which
was to be repaid, yet we find in the last
report of the Auditor-General that the
amount has been charged to the department.
Of course T cannot say if the Minister thought
it worth while afterwards to go deeper. It is
well, when the Auditor-General draws atten-
tion to the matter, that the Minister should
give an explanation. The report further
states —

‘ The accounts in connection with the
fcllowing undertakings under the con-
trol of this department:—

State coalmine, Bowen:

State coalmine, Baralaba;
State coalmine, Styx, No. 2;
State coalmine, Styx, No. 3;
State arsenic mine, Jibbenbar;
State store, Jibbenbar;

were not finalised at date of this report,
and therefore not available for publica-
tion. As three months have now elapsed
since the close of the financial year, this
delay is quite inexcusable and apparently
indicates lack of effective supervision on

[Mr. Peterson.
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the part of the responsible departmental
officials.

“Tt is hoped that there will be no
recurrence of such regrettable neglect.”

The Minister can understand our position
and that it is impossible for any hon. member
to discuss the pros and cons of State enter-
prise unless he has got information from
the Auditor-General’s report or from the
report of the Department of Mines. The
Minister might be able to disabuse our minds
in that matter and give us some
[2 p.m.] information as to how the field is
progressing. Speaking for the
Styx River coalfield, I wish the Minister all
luck in the development of that field. I
remember when we advocated the Styx coal-
mine the Premier had the temerity to say
that there was not a wheelbarrow full of
coal in the whole area. He ridiculed the
whole idea and treated the thing as a joke.
Fortunately we have been able to show that
the Styx River coszl is not a joke. It has
been awarded the .prize medal by the
Admiralty. That goes to show that sometimes
the member for the district knows just as
reuch about these things as those in charge
nf the business. I am very glad to sec that
the optimism of the Secretary for Mines
has been justified su far as the development
of that field is concerned. I understand from
correspondence I have had from that centre
that there is a cousiderable amount of dis-
satisfaction on the field. I would like to
know if the Minister can give us any reason
for the dissatisfaction, and why it is contem-
plated to reduce the employees. 1 do not
know whether I am correctly informed or not,
but I understand that there has bcen a
reduction in the number of employees. 1f it
is for the purpose of economy, or if the
appliances are more up-to-date, of course we
cannot take umbrage at the Minister
attempting to run the mine on an economical
basis.

The SecreTARY FOR MINES: We hope that
the reduction will be temporary only.

Mr. PETERSON : I hope the mine will be
a huge success, because there is no question
about the quality of the coal. The tests have
shown that the coal in the Styx area is of a
very fine quality. While on this matter, I
would like to ask: Is it a fact that the
Minister refused to grant any leases in this
area to private individuals within 60 or 70
nmiles of the Styx River State coalmine?

_The SrcreTaRY roR MiNes: I refused one
license on the railway line some distance
from the Styx River.

Mr. PETERSON: In other parts of my
electorate there are some very valuable out-
crops, and it does seem a dog-in-the-manger
policy to prevent anyone else working that
coal.

The SECRETARY FOR MiINEs: I might inform
the hon. member that the parties applying
for that particular license had another license
for very good coal country at Blaie Athol
which they were not working. I would not
allow them to take up another area when
they were not working the area they already
held.

Mr. PETERSON : If that was so, under
the Mines Regulation Act the Minister had
power 4o cancel their lease at any time.
The hon. member for Leichhardt interjected
that there were too many coalmines already.

Mr. Forey: Too many opened up.
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Mr. PETERSON: I remember that when
the hon. member went up to the Blair Athol
district he explained to the miners there
that the reason why orders for Blair Athol
stopped was because the people at Rock-
hampton could get the coal cheaper from
the Styx. Why should the people at Mackay,
for instance, be prevented from getting
cheaper coal than they can get it from the
Styx coalmine for?

The Home Secretsary: The concession in
regard to carriage which the Government
guve would help.

Mr. PETERSON: Not only would the
concession in regard to carriage assist, but
also the development of the mine by the
persons concerned. I am not an authority
50 far as working charges are concerned, but
they estimate that they can produce the coal
and sell it a considerably less price than the
State is asking for the Styx coal. Both
raines are in my district, and I am anxious
15 see the consumers of coal getting it as
cheaply as possible compatible with the
miners getting fair and proper wages: but
the whole desire should be to do the very
best thing for the State. If we say that
because we have a lot of coalmines in Queens-
land nobody else should be allowed to put
their money into the industry and try to
develop mines of their own and make thetr
own markets, we are establishing a bad pre-
cedent. One hon, member opposite was
denouncing pessitnism, but it is a sign of
pessimism if within an area of 300 miles
we are not going to allow other coalmines
than those which are already established.

The SecReTARY FOR MINES: That is not the
general policy. 'This company has applied
for an area when they are not working a
riine which they already have in another
district.

Mr. PETERSON : The people I am speak-
ing about are not like that at all. They are
prepared to put their money down and com-
mence working the area at the earliest pos-
sible moment. Is it fair to prevent somobody
¢lse from geiting coal and providing a large
number of districts with cheaper coal? I
hope the Minister will explain this matter,
and will also be able to give us some insight
into the cause of the unrest at the Styx
River at the present time. No one wants
to harass the hon. gentleman—we wish to
assist him all be can.

I want to refer to another matter. 1 do
not want to be at cross purposes with the
Minister over it, but I have really to com-
plain very bitterly about the action of the
Mines Department in their treatment of Mr.
M. Hanrahan, of Wycarbah, in my district.
It seems that this gentleman bought a quan-
‘tity of arsenic from the department. After
he had spent a certain sum of money it was
found that the arsenic was absolutely useless,
and the wages paid In carrying out the
operation was 30 much money wasted because
the arsenic was not up te specification. I do
not want to complain at any great length
cn this matter, because I realise that mis-
takes are made in all businesses, but the
trouble is that this man did not make a
mistake. Acting upon the specifications of
the Mines Department, he purchased a certain
quantity of arsenic. He sent this letter to
me, and I submitted it to the department
eight months ago. What I am complaining
about 1s that although 1 went to the depart-
ment on four occasions—on three of them I

1923—5 R
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went to see the Minister—I was referred to
Mr. Brophy. Mr. Brophy, before he thought
of resigning from the service, promised to
make an inquiry into the matter, but neither
Mr. Brophy nor any other officer of the
Mines Department has attempted to answer
this claim which has been put in. Mr.
Hanrahen wrote to me in this way—
“I am again going to trouble you.
““Qome months ago I sent a claim
through you to the Mines Department
for £185, which amount I am at the loss
of owing to the Mines Department supply-
ing me with inferior arsenic—which
they have admitted.
“ As it happened to be in the hustle-
bustle of the election no doubt iz was
overlooked, as [ have received no answer

so far.
** Therefore I would be thankful if
vou would interview the DMinisier for

Mines and have this matter adjusted.
“ 1 am enclosing a copy of the account.
“Thanking you for the troubls you
have already tsken.”

This man’s claim was made up as follows:—

“ Wages. twelve weeks at £4 5s.
per week ... .. bl
Horse and dray. twelve weeks
at 153, per day ... b4
Soda ... o 90
£195 7

I understand that this man can verify that
up to the hilt. I understand he used some-
thing like a ton of arsenic. Whether his
claim is valid or not may be open to dis-
pute, but he had to go to all this trouble.
In good faiith he got the arsenic from the
department. and at the end of the application
his pear was growing as well as ever, and
the department said, ““On analysis we find
that the srsenic was not up to specification.
and we will send you some more.”

The SECRETARY FOR MIxNgs: We took his
word that it was bad arsenic and sent him
another lot.

Mr. PETERSON: Yes, but in using the
other arsenic he has incurred an expenditure
of £195, for which he does not get the
slightest return. T think that the Govern-
rent, in common ‘with other trading concerns,
should protect a purchaser where it can be
proved that he has been injured by some
neglect or cause over which the Minister or
the officers of his department have perhaps
no control. I do not bring this matter
forward in a carping spirit. but merely in
an endeavour to make the Minister see the
justice of the claim or the necessity for
investigating it more than he has done.

The SecrerArY ForR Mrings: I will do that.

Mr. PETERSON : Thank you. If a wrong
does exist—and I am pretty sure that Mr.
Hanrahan is not the sort of man to make an
unjustifiable claim—it should be righted, and
I shall be grateful if the Minister will push
the matter forward.

Myr. COLLINS (Bowen): I want to say a
few words in support of the industry which
in 1867, when Gympie was discovered, lifted
this State from a condition of stagnation to
one of prosperity. That is a reply to the
pessimism of some hon. members opposite.
In 1902, when there was a great drought in
this State, the only bright spots were Gympie

Mr. Collins.]
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and Charters Towers, which helped to tide
us over our difficulties, and. judging from
what we can see at the pmsent time, this new
discovery in the Cloncurry district may be
the means of enabling us to win a lot more
prosperity than we enjoy at present. At any
rate, I am one of those who take off my
hat, so to speak, to the men who in the early
daw went right into the wilderness and lived
on’ corned beef and damper, and who were
not at all times able to get that, because
the squatters were not altogether favour-
able to the prospectors because they used
to disturb their cattle or sheep. The man
on the Tand is not the only pioneer of this
country, and many of those prospectors
had to sink many holes before thev struck
what they called payable dirt. I know
what it is to work day after day and week
after week. and receive not a penny for
my labour. but still go on working as hard
as any wan in any part of the world,
endeavouring to get a livelihood and dis-
ccover gold So T want to say a word or
two on hehalf of the pioneers of the min-

ing industry.
I differ from some of my friends with
regard to what they call experts. I want

for Toowong that
believing in
experts—and

to tell the hon. member
there i1s a difference between

geology and Dbelieving in

there is a difference betweén the mining
expert  and  the geologist.  The mining
expert is generally a man who laye him-

sclf out to take down the public hy issuing
prospectuses and making statements when
things are not what he says.

At 2.15 p.m.,

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympic), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. COLLINS: I have worked at mining
for twenty-five years, and I know something
about it, and my experience has taught me
that no matter in what part of Queensland a
discovery takes place, if I divide it by four,
I generally get the truth. I hope the
development that is now taking place a few
miles from Chillagoe and the Cloncurry dis-
tricts will be the means of reviving mining
in Queensland.

I was surprised to find no criticism of the
Bowen State coalmine by the leader of the
Opposition. I suppose he is now well aware
that it has reached what might be called
the producing point. I notice that he is not
finding any fault with it.

Mr. Tavior: You gave me the figures the
other day concerning it.

Mr. COLLINS: That was when it was
a producing mine. There are two ways
in which a mine can pay: There are the
profits to be made from actual mining look-
mg at 1t from a purely mining point of
view, and there are the benefits that accrue
to a community from the development of the
mine. Let me use the Bowen State coalmine
as an illustration. Before that mine was
developed we were paying 42s, 6d. per ton
for our coal in the North, whereas to-day
we are paying at the mine 18s. per ton for
screcned coal, 16s. per ton for unscreened
coal, and 14s. for slack.

Mr. TavLor: Look at the number of men
out of work in the Ipswich district.

Mr. COLLINS : Let us examine for a few
moments what that really means. I have in
my hand a report by the manager of the

[Mr, Collins.
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which appeared in

of 15th Sep-

Bowen State coalmine.
the Bowen ‘ Independent”
.tember. He says—

“The railway was completed to the
State mine on 2nd September, 1922, and
coal production started from this mine
on 4th September, and to date (Sep-
tember, 1923) 67,713 tons of coal have
been produced. The rails were not com-
pleted to the Consolidated Company’s
mine till Christmas, 1922, and to date
this mine has produced 9,000 tons of
coal,”

Tf we take the price of 42s. 6d. per ton and
the price of 16s. per ton for unscreened coal,
we shall find that there has been a saving
already to the users of coal in North Queens-
Iund of approximately £80,000.

Mr. VowLes: What about dividing that
b} four? (Laughter.)

. COLLINS: There is no need to divide
1t by four. The Bowen State coalmine is
now producing about 400 tons of coal daily,
which practically means a saving of £500
per day as compared with the price that
was paid for coal imported from the South.
That is a benefit to the general community.
A good many hon. members seem to lose sight
of the fact that it is not altogether the
amount of profit that the Minister can show
on mining, but it is the profit to the general
community as compared with the price paid
for coal imported from the South.

Mr. TavLor: From Ipswich.

Mr. COLLINS: Assuming that the Bowen
State coalmine, which is gradually develop-
ing, continues its output of 400 tons of
coal daily for 250 working days in the
twelve months, it means a saving to the
people of North Queensland of approxi-
mately £125,000 over and above the amount
that would have to be paid for coal coming
from the South. Is that not a wonderful
saving? I can quite understand hon. gentle-
men who have been trained in what might be
called the commerciul school of thought not
conceiving of anything paying unless it is
actually showing a profit, as will be the case
with the Bowen State coalmine when it
gets on its feet properly. The Minister
informs me that that will be so. The possi-
bilities are very great In connection with
that mine, and when the new jetty at Bowen
is completed-—it is expected to be completed
by 1924—we shall then be able to export
coal to different parts of the world if there
are the markets for that coal that we anti-
cipate there will be. I anticipate that there
will be a market. The Mines Department
deserves credit for the manner it has
developed that mine. I take it that it is
developing the other State coalmines in
other portions of Queensland in a similar
way, and I hope that the good work being
done will he continued.! I said a few
moments ago that there was a difference
between geologists and experts. While my
friend the hon. member for Fitzroy praised
Mr. Saint-Smith, of the Geological Depart-
ment, I want to say a word in favour of
Mr. B. Dunstan, the Chief Geologist. We
all know that years ago Dr. Jack, who was
a celebrated geologist and had a great
reputation, p1act1calJ_v put a damper on the
Bowen coal field and retarded ifs develop-
ment by a report he wrote. It was only
when Mr. Dunstan went up to the Bowen
coal field and reported upon it that its
worth was made known. Mr. Dunstan is
one of the most able geologists in Australia.
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I am not talking of him as an expert, but
as a geologist who has knowledge of the
different strata that go to make up Queens-
land and Australia.

At 2.21 pm.,

The CHAIRMAN
resumed the chair.

Mr. COLLINS: When Mr. Dunstan went
up to report on the Bowen coalfield he had
Dr. Jack’s report before him. I happened
to be travelling up North on the same boat
that he travelled by and he told me that, in
view of Dr. Jack’s report, he was not hopeful.
The hon. member for South Brisbane was
then representing Bowen, but he was put out
on account of his extremism and later on
I was put in because of my moderation.
(Laughter.) We are both in Parliament
still.  Through the efforts of the hon. mem-
ber for South Brisbane Mr. Dunstan was
sent up to report on that coalfield. I remem-
ber meeting Mr. Dunstan subsequently, and
he was man enough to say to me, * After
a careful examination of the Bowen coalfield,
I have come to a different conclusion alto-
gether to that arrived at by Dr. Jack, and
I am satisfied that there is a coalfield there.”

Mr. FErrICKS : He told us both.

Mr. COLLINS: That is the point that I
want to make—that theve is a coalfield there
—not a coalmine—capable of producing not
millions but billions of tons of coal. There
is no shortage of coal in Queensland; there
is an abundance of it. Nature has been kind
to Queensland, not only so far as her coal
deposits are concernied but also her artesian
water supply. I do not know of any country
in the world where Nature has been so kind.

I now pass from coal to deal with gold,
because I represent the second gold-produc-
ing centre in Queensland. I speak of Mount
Coolon. Only yesterday morning I received
a letter from Mount Coolon stating that at
the 100-feet level at Barclay’s claim, on the
Mount Coolon line of reef, the reef has
increased to 25 feet in width., Alrcady there
are on the field three 10-head batteries, and
the writer went on to say that the Mount
Ceolon Company was going to add another
five head, making fifteen head in all. I am
satisfied we are going to develop a fairly
good goldfield there. I want to thank the
Minister for what he has done towards reviv-
ing the old Normanby goldfield, which, in
the opinion of some miners, will develop into
a gold-producer as time goes on.

(Mr. Xirwan, Brisbane)

I have not anything to cavil at against the
Mines Department. The only exception I
take is the reduction in the prospecting vote.
When that vote is spread over the whole of
Queensland it will be recognised that it is a
very small amount indeed. I am not one of
those who believe that we have discovered
the whole of our mineral deposits in Queens-
land. Only yesterday I received a letter
from a man who is prospecting in my elec-
torate, informing me that as soon as he
received word that his prospecting area had
been granted more than likely he would be
able to announce the discovery of a new
goldfield in Queensland. We want to
stimulate prospectors to go out and prospect.
It is better to give a man £1 10s. a week—
which the Minister allows for a single man,
and £2 for a married man—than to have
those men receiving what hon. members
cpposite term doles.” T am going to watch
them very closely in connection with a Bill
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that is going to be passed through the
House. as to whether they will object to
doles for the cattlemen or mnot. I would
prefer to see money spent in prospecting
rather than in subsidising those who are
unemployed. There are any amount of
districts in Central and Northern Queensland
where important discoveries will be made
in the near future.

I think that the Department of Mines is
to be congratulated on its Chillagoe results.
As my hon. friend the member for Burke
knows, that district is practically a terrvitory
itself—a huge stretch of country. If they
had not the Chillagoe mines in that district
it would be practically a wilderness, and
even if we have a loss on the mines we show
a profit, inasmuch as we are employing there
at the present moment over 1,000 men. We
all know the state of the labour market; if
these 1,000 men were not employed in con-
nection with the Chillagoe mines and
smelters they might be on the labour market.

Mr. VOWLES:
pecting too.

My. COLLINS: The hon. member cannot
think of anything but profits. If the pro-
position will not pay directly it will pay
izdirectly.  All that 1s wanted to make the
Chillagoe district pay is to discover one rich
vein or lode. We used to have a saying
when I was working at mining to the effect
that anyone can work a rich mine but it
takes a good man to work a poor one. That
is true of all mining. I am in hopes that
this new discovery will be rich enough to
pull Chillagoe out of the mud and make it a
paymg concern. An hon. member opposite
was dismayed when the State batteries were
reported as not paying——

Mr. Vowres: The
dismayed.

Mr. COLLINS: No; the Minister is an
optimist like myself. I am satisfied that
those State batteries have done good wortk..
The TLabour Government are pioncers in
State battery operations. The Tory Govern-
ment never rose to the occasion and did not
give us State batteries in those bad old Tory
days. 1 was prospecting in those days, and’
we were right out in the country, and very
often had no meat and had to rely on what
we shot in the way of wallabies and so forth.
I made a request to the department for an
advance to enable my party to go to Gympie
and get our stone crushed. The Tory Go-
vernment gave us the huge sum of £6, and
we had to borrow from a good neighbour in
the locality in order that we might take that
stone down to Gympie. That is all the
Department of Mines did for my party in
the year 1902.

I say that the present Minister is giving
excellent assistance. I take off my hat to
those sturdy old pioneers who went out to
the south of Cooktown tin scratching. It
would do hon. members opposite who repre-
sent farming communities a deal of good
to see those tin-scratchers working. Somse
of the work occupied twelve months of their
time without bringing in a penny, and they
had to bring water two or three miles to
enable them to sluice their tin. There is
not an hon. member opposite who has passed
through that experience.

Mr. CostELLO: Don’t be silly.
Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member has not
gone through it. I do not know of any

Mr. Collins.]

They might be out pros-

Minister is not
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ciher district where they have had to bring
water 3 miles to sluice tin.

I have seen men who had no company
hehind them doing that kind of work living
in the scrub. felling the timber and sawing
it out to enable them to get the necessary
fluming to cross the crecks in order to bring
the water to their tin-shows. I say all honour

to thai type of man, and while

{2.30 p.m.] that type of man exists in

Queensland there is hope for
the future of mankind and hope for the
Labour party, because I do not think one
of those men would vote for hon. members
opposite. They belong to the class who
belicve in democracy and who do all they
can to uplift mankind and do away with the
conditions of slavery that have existed in the
past.

I want to mention one thing that I over-
lock~d when I was dealing with Mount Coolon.
When Dr. Jensen visited that district a few
months ago he reported the discovery of a
huge deposit of iron ore. That was something
that was not known when we were talking
so much about the establishment of iron and
stael works. Within the Bowen electorate
itself we have a huge iron ore deposit, and
I hope as time goes on that this iron ore
deposit will be utilised, and that it will be
made into iron and steel and that finally
we shall see the iron and stcel works estab-
lished at Bowen.

Mr. KERR (Enoggcra): The hon. member
for Bowen referred in no uncertain terms to
what he called the olden days before the
Labour party came into power, and, if his
remarks indicate anything, they indicate that
under the régime of the Labour party mineral
production has gone ahead by leaps and
bounds. Unfortunately, if you get down to
tin tacks, you will find that under the Labour
Adminstration our mineral resources are not
being developed. In support of my conten-
tion, I wish to point out that production in
connection with mining was far greater in
1914 than it is to-day, as the following state-
ment will show :—

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF YIELD OF PRINCIPAL

[ASSEMBLY.]

MrINERALS DURING 1914  anD 1922
RESPECTIVELY.
— 1914. \ 1922,
|
Gold 0zs 249,468 80,584
Copper .. tons 18,435 5,104
Silver 0Z8 253,964 273,036
Coal tons | 1,053,990 958,519
Tin ore .. tons 2,01 1,008
Opal and gems £ 17,800 35,862
Wolfram .. tons 249 4
Molybdenite tons 271 1
Limestone tons 119,805 78,186
Ironstone tons 48,090 ..
Mr. Bruce: What about 1816-1917°?
Mr. KERR: I am quoting the latest
statistics.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
figures for two years only.

Mr. XERR: I have given the figures for
two separate years—I1914, before the Govern-
ment came into power, and the latest statistics
available. We have hon. members standing
up in this Chamber and telling us what the

(M=, Collins.

You quoted the
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Government have done, and telling us about
men carrying water for miles. All that was
done in the olden days. If we have the
resources that hon. members opposite talk
about. then they are not being developed
under a Labom Administration. That i3
the position in a nutshell. Mining, as we
know. is uncertain. That is frankly acknow-
ledged, and it certainly seems to be very
uncertain from the accounts in connection
with the Department of Mines. The Auditor-
General has a word to say in regard to the
accounts of this department.

Mr. We have heard all this before.

Mr. KERR: At one time an hon. member
of this Chamber u~Ld to say that it was a
good thing to say it ** over and over and over
again.”’ Took at some of the undertakings
of the Government in this connection. The
Government have spent £710.000 on one under-
taking and have received no interest on that

Dasu:

money, and various other accounts are not
kept correctly, according to the Auditor-
General’s statement.

The SECRETARY FOR Mines: He did not say
that.

Mr. KERR: I mean in connection with

depreciation. Take the loss in connection
with the smelters and ore reduction treatment
works at Chillagoe. The loss on last year’s
operation was £58,793, and the accumulated
loss to date is £178,655.

The SEcrRETaRY FOR MINEs: What was the
railway revenue before we started Chillagoe
and the railway revenue since?

Mr. KERR: That is another undertaking
that is not paying, notwithstanding that they
get a 50 per cent. rebate on the freights. The
railway itself does not pay. The Government
have made concessions all round, and still
these enterprises are worked at a loss. It
would pay the Government to put this money
into other undertakings—give it to private
enterprise, if necessary, in my electorate.
{Laughter.)

Mr. HamTeEy: How many private mines
arc paying dividends?

Mr. KERR: Let me remind the hon. mem-
ber of the silver-lead mine at Indooroopilly,
which will possibly develop into a very large
concern. (Laughter.) The hon. member
laughs like the rest of his colleagues. Their
vision cannot go beyond their own clectorates.

Mr HarTLEY : What dividend has it paid?

Mr. KERR: The mine has only reached
the initial stage of development. This mine
was not discovered by any prospector, but by
a man who, when he was digging a hole to
plant a pawpaw tree, came upon a silver-lead
lode. They are dovelopmcr this mine and
hopa to make a great success of it. At Brook-
field, in my electorate, gold has been dis-
covered, and one of the experts has recom-
mended that a company be formed to develop
this mine.

Mr. Harrrey: What has the Indooroopilly
mine pald in dividends?

Mr. KERR: The hon. member must allow
for the initial working expenses. (Govern-
ment laughter.) These mines have been
made for them, still the Government are
drawing money out of the Treasury to make
up the working expenses. Take the smelters,
for instance. The taxpayer has to pay to the
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Treasury £32,000 a year in conncction with
this business. Since the State has come into
the sphere of producing coal our production
has gone down. I want to get some figures
into *“ Hansard ” fo show that, in regard to
Chillagoe, the money expended by the State,
instead of fostering the enterprise, has
resulted in a setback. Not one penny has
becn obtained out of the business, but private
enterprise has been pushed out of the busi-
ness. The Government should give encour-
agement to prospecting. as the mining
industry is languishing, and encourage private
enterprise to go into the business. It is not a
wise thing for the Government to spend the
people’s money in connection with ventures
such as I have mentioned. It is having an
ill effect, and surely hon. members opposite
can see that that is the case. In conmection
with this particular wenture, in 1920 the
indebtedness was £243,000; in 1921, £292,000;
n 1922, £525,000; and this yvear £710,000.
There has been a great depression in mining,
but the Government should not place them-
selvas irn a posivton in whick it is going to
affect the finances of the State. In con-
nection with the money put into the Warra
State coalmine, for instance, it is dead and
buried.

The Previen: Do you know on whose
tecommwendaijon that mine was purchased?
(Laughte-.)

{19 OcToBER.]

No. of Employees and Total Salaries and Wages Pajd.

Chief Office
Mining Fields
Mining Journal
School of Mines

Totals
Average per employee per annum

Average increase per annum
Average increase per cent. .

Increase in cost of living per cent. ((lonﬁnouwéiﬂth S't.fxtistiés:) ‘ ;
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At 242 p.m.,

Mr. Porrots (Gregory). one of the panel
of Temporvary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. KERR : I do not say that it is all the
fault of thiz Government, but they have
intervened and are developing the coalmines
to too great an extent. The Government
have no right to put the people’s money into
an enterprise in connection with which they
cannot rely on the market price of the pro-
ducts.  We are still importing coal 1into
Queensland.  The Railway Departmment is
buving coal from Newcastle, and =il these
things are happening under a Labour
Administration.

Mr, Grepsox: Let
coal is being used.

My, KRR : The hon. member represents
a ceal district and ought to know. If he
doecs not know, it is his business to find out.
I want to give a comparison of the salaries
and wages paid by this department during
the financial vears 1914-1915 and 1922-1923.
We find that the number of employees has
decreased and that the salaries paid in con-
nection with the department are not in
proporiion to the jncreased cost of living
in the vears I am quoting. I will give the
exact figures—

that

us know where

1914-15. 1922-23.
T B
Number. ; Amount. | Number. ;| Amount.
_ ; - }
: £ ; : £

21 | 4,985 22 | 6,714

73 L 17,149 77 21,645
3 | 500 2 | 574
11 5 S .. :

107 25,345 101 ¢ 28,93
o 237 0 .. 288
L . 49

[ 209
46%

We hear hon. members opposite talking
about what they call the old Tory days when
men were underpaid, but at the present time,
while the cost of living has increased by
40 per cent.,, the salaries of their own
é¢mployecs have only gone up by 20 per cent.
Where do they stand in this connection?
They are not genuine. I say that the Govern-
ment have not been aboveboard in their
undertakings. Their accounts, according to
the Auditor-General's report, are not in a
proper state. When I say that, I am not
casting reflections on any of the officers of
the public service, but T ¢ay that the charges
account of the department does not show a
proper result. A Dbusiness undertaking
demands that interest should be paid and
that provision should be made for deprecia-
tion. The Mines Department might very
well  be overhauled,  The Sceretary for
Mines is a gentleman of an optimistic nature,
but mere optimism is not going to improve
the finances of Queensland.  Any person can
be optimistic if he has other people’s money
to fool with.

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympic): I wish to speak
in connection with this vote as the represen-
tative of a mining field whose reputation as
a_gold producer largely belongs to the days
of the past. This is unfortunate, but the

position of Gympie in that respect is not
peculiar amongst the mining fields of Queens-
land and Australia. Practically all of them
have their perviods of discovery and boom
and their maximum of development, and then
their decline and close, with the population
remaining as the ghostly relics of the days
of prosperity. But Gympie, I am pleased
to say. even in its declining days can give
testimons to the generous assistance which
has been given to it by the Secretary for
Mines in the way of subsidies for deep-
tinking and prospecting. Practically every
application that has been made by the min-
ing men of Gympie through their parlia-
mentary representative, backed up by the
reports of Government geologists. has been
granted in @ very generous degree. am
glad to be able to give my personal testimony
to the excellent work which the DMines
Department—the Minister, the officials, and
menibers of the geological staff—have always
done for the Gympie goldfield. It is regret-
table that the efforts of mining men on that
ficld have not miet with the commensurate
success which we all desirve, but it is not due
to any lack of assistance or encouragement
in a practical form from the Minister or
officials of the Mines Department.

The Minister has been accused of being

Mr. Dunstan.T
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over-optimistic in regard to the big under-
takings under his jurisdiction. We can all
say that the world loves an optimist. The
optimist at least will make omelettes by
breaking eggs, whilst the pessimist may
never make omelettes at all. In optimism
as practically demonstrated in regard to
mining fields there is at least the hope of
discovery of new goldfields or mineral fields
in this State, and probably the restoration
of those which have come to the days of
their decline.

It has to be recognised also that there
i3 an idea amongst practical mining men
that the so-called geologist or so-called
expert 1s not of any value as compared
with the practical mining man. The pre-
valent view of the practical miner islargely
that of the dictum of Cousin Jack—

“ Where should be, there should be.”

But it must be recognised that in many
cases the geologist, by his collated data
regarding the strata of mining fields, has
saved large sums of money. It has to be
remembered, however, that in practically
every case in Australia the mining flelds
were discovered by the denudation of reefs
and the exposure of alluvial gold prior to
the location of the strata by the geologist,
and, in my opinion, it is quite possible
thay auriferous strats may vet be dis-
covered where they have been over-lain or
covered by lava flows, and in that connec-
tion I have to thank the Mines Depart-
ment for assistance in putting down a bore
i the northern area of the Gympie field,

on the recommendation of Mr. Ball, the
Government geologist, .to prove whether
the Gympie series extend into that arca

and whether the prospects at a lower level
than the Eastern ground may not open up

an equal area of mining development on
that field.

1 would like the Minister to give considera-

tion as soon as possible to the amendment of
the AMining Acts in such a wayv as to enable
him to compel companies which are about to
cease operations to leave the underground
workings iv good order. so that they can be
continued by parties of working miners or
new companies. We have had an instance
or. Gympie quite recently where such a law
is desirable. A big low-grade company
recently abandoned operations, but the water
from the surrounding strata is steadily
inundating the mine, with the prospect that
in the very near future the whole of the
vorking area of the mine below will be
destroyed, and its operation by tributers,
working miners, or a new company will be
prevented.

A necessity exists also of giving power to
the Minister to control the formation of
mining companies in the same way as he
has taken power to control companics pros-
pecting for petroleum. I have in my mind’s
eye a mining tenure on Gympie which has
been the vehicle for successive flotations for
the past few years. I am not in any way
against the legitimate mining proposition,
but T am against the use of any mining pro-
position at the expense of the public for the
advantage ot those persons who do most of
their mining above the level of the ground.
I can speak with personal knowledge of the
good work that has been done by the geolo-
gical staff of the Mines Department. and of
the consideration given in a practical way
by the Minister to the encouragement of

{Mr. Dunstan.
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mining development at Gympie, and I hope
that in the near future we shall see a
restoration of mining, particularly gold min-
ing, in one portion of the State or another
which will rival in prosperity .and even
exceed that of the heyday of mining pro-
duction in the early nineties. I am satisfied
that, whilst it is a fortunate thing for Gym-
pie that it is so situated in fertile natural
surrounding= as to enable it to continue as a
prosperous town, notwithstanding the decline
of the mines, nevertheless it would be a good
thing for Queensland, as well as for Gympie,
if a revival of gold mining were realised in
that arca. Whatever max be said about the
temporary or ephemeral nature of gold
mining in a general way, nevertheless, whilst
gold production is of some magnitude, it is
one of the greatest factors in the material
prosperity of the community. It is one of
the greaiest employers of labour of any
irdustry in Queensland, and I am hopeful
that what has been done by the department
in one form or another throughout Queens-
land will enable us to sce in the northern
portions of the State—if not in the South—
a revival of mining. both of industrial
metals and of gold. such as will once more
put Queensland 1n the forefront of the States
of Australia as a mineral-producing factor.
(Hear, hear!)

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy): The mining
industry is inseparably hound up with the
early history of Australia. The early civili-
sation and population of Australia were due
to it. There has been a great deal of quib-
bling about the expenditure of the State on
mining and State enterprises in the mining
enhere, but iron, coal, oil. and in a lesser

degree copper, arve the foundations of
nafional prosperity and greatness. It is,
therefore, the duty of the Secretary for

Mines to develop the mineral resources of
the State. and the action which has been
taken by him, and of which there has been
so much criticism in this Chamber to-day.
iz along the right lines. That it will cost
money is, of course, well known. When pri-
vate “enterprise first floats a company, it
aims first at raising a large capital to develop
the lodes on which it is going to onerate,
looking to the returns to recoup it ultimately
for its outlay. When the State takes up an
epterprise of this kind, it costs a large
amount of money, just as in the case of pri-
vate onterprise. The expenditure of that
monev has come in for criticism to-day, and
the ultimate development has not been con-
sidered by members of the Opposition.

1 proposc to deal for a little with the
manner in which mining interlocks with a
great number of other industries. The Clon-
curry field is practically closed down to-day
hecause the price of copper is not sufficient
to recoup the companies for working. The
hon. member for Bowen dealt with many
phases of the Bowen coalfield, but I would
like to stress its bearing on the Cloncurry
copper field The hon. member for Murilla
stated that the reason why copper mining
was not pavable was the high wages, and
he suggested a reduction. Let anv hon.
member ask any mining manager in Queens-
land to-day whether that is so. I venture to
say that, if he tells him that high wages
operate at all he will say they operate only
to a very small degree.

I have it from the manager of Hampden,
Mount Cuthbert, and Mount Elliott, that
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the question of wages is only a very small
item in the reasons for the cost
(3 p.m.] of production of copper to-day.
o n one occasion the increased cost
of shipping freight on coke from the South,
which is largely used in the production of
copper, increased the cost of the production
by £2 per ton. By extending the operations
of the Bowen State coalmine and by estab-
lishing a coke oven under the control of the
State, or else by allowing companies to
establish coke ovens and to obtain coal at
as low a cost as we can. we may be able to
reduce the cost, or a portion of the cost, and
we shall again see copper produced in the
Cloncurry district, There is the cost of stecl,
iron, and machinery used in the mines and
In connection with smelters. The increased
cost in this direction has added to the in-
cceased cost of the production of copper.
The increased cost of fracteur and explo-
sives has also added to the cost of the
rroduction of copper. Owing to the in-
creased cost of living, it has been necessary
to increase the wages of tho employees in
all sections of the Railway Department, and
this cost is handed on, causing an increase
in the cost of production of the copper that
is carried over the railways. Per medium
of the Bowen State coalmine, I am perfectly
sure that we can largely reduce the cost of
the production of copper. I do not think the
time is very far distant when these mines
will again be in operation, and, if the fields
reopen, there will be from 3.000 to 5,000 men
directly employed in the Cloncurry district
and a tremendous rumber of men indirectly
employed. These are phases thai should be
considered. 1 was astonished to hear the
hon member for Murilla get up and use the
old, old argument that the only way to make
an industry prosperous is {o reduc: the
emaployees’ wages.” The conditions of mining
are such, and the slackness in the mining
industry has been such, that it will be found
very difficult 1ndeed to secure miners when
the fields reopen.

Pleas have been put forward on behalf
of the farmer by hon. members on both
sides, and those pleas are absolutely justi-
iesi; but it does rot matter how bad the
cewnditions of the farmer may have been or
may be, I still state that what the miners
have had to put up with during the last
five or six years cannot be exceeded by what
the farmers have had to put up with. = There
were 5,000 men employed on the Cloncurry
field and without one moment’s notice they
were driven throughout the State to seek
employment, leaving their wives and children

. wherever they might leave them, and travel
this State and other States in order to win
bread for their families. Then the (lovern-
ment commenced operations in the Chiliagoe
cuntbre.

At 3.5 p.m.,

The Cuarrmax
resumed the chair.

Mr. BRUCE : That to some extent relieved
the difficulties of those men, but I say now,
as I have said for many years in a ceapacity
other than a member of Parliament, that,
had the Government established a furnace in
ﬂ;le Cloncurry district, they would have em-
vioyed a great deal more men and at a much
more remunerafive rate than is the case in
the Chillagoe district. I hope the iovern-
rent will consider that positicn, and, if pos-

(Mr. Xirwan, Brisbane)

sible, establish a State furnace in the Clon.’

curry district.

{19 OctoBER.]
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In speaking of the old fields in the carly
history of Australia, Bendigo, Ballaraf,
Kalgoorile, Coolgardie, Mount Morgan,
Croydon, Gympie, and Charters Towers werg
great factors. 1 know from personal experi-
euce that, when you get to the deeper levels
of mining, from a profit point of view it is
not a payable proposition to go on with it,
and from the point of view of the health of
the miners it should not be continued. Tho
general tendency of mines is to lose value
as they go down, because the costs increase.
and these mines should not be worked because
the Injury to a man’s health increases when
4 mine is worked to a greater depth.

Mr. Kerso: What do you suggest?

Mr. BRUCE: I have been at Ballarat and
Bendigo, and the practical men have left
the deeper levels because they have reached
an unpayable stage and are better left alone.
It is beiter to scarch for new fields in the
vicinity of those deep mines and prospect
on the surface of new areas than to carry on
mining at deep levels, and the Government
should give that matter some encouragemecnt.

Mr. Krrso: Would the same number of
men be employed?

Mr. BRUCE: It is not a question of how
many men would be employed. The Govern-
ment are not carrying on these mining ven-
tures merely to relieve the unemployed. They
are also dealing with the question ot
developing our mineral resources and advanc-
ing the State. I have known many practical
rmen who are entirely against working the
deeper levels because of the health con-
ditions. Tf hon. members had seen men of
forty to fifty years of age, as I have seen
them, suffering from miners’ phthisis, thev
certainly would not support any suggestion
that men should work at deep levels for
prospecting reasons after they have reached
an unpayable stage, as they have in many
centres.,

The hon. wmember for Bowen. in dealing
with geologists and mining experts, said that
the mining expert was a man who generally
took the public down. The mining cxpert
as I know him is considered to be almost as
dangerous to the general public as lawyers.
The question of geologists is hardly worthy
of debate here. They are men with certain
knowledge in regard to different formations
of rocks, of the different ages of the strata.
and so on, but they are certainly a useful
adjunct to the mining industry. In the Clon-
curry district, one vear’s output of cobalt was
estimated af a value of £20,000. In 1917,
when the Public Works Commission were
taking evidence in connection with the
Dobbyn-Mount Oxide railway line, evidence
was given in connection with the existing
mine. In giving evidence, Mr. Dunstan, the
Chief Geologist. estimated that there were
300,000 tons of 10 per cent. ore in the Mount
Oxide lode, and that ther had prospected the
lode to a length of 700 feet and a deoth of
300 feet. This lode is still undeveloped, and,
owing *o the slump in the copper markes.
will probably be undeveloped for a con-
siderable time, but the minecrals are there
and the State should do &ll it possibly can
to make those minerals available for the
benefit of Queensland and the benefit of the
users of those minerals. As I stated before,
that will probably be possible through the
advanced policy of the Minister in develop-
ing the Bowen State coalmine. Mining and
the control of mines should be absolutely a
State function, for the reason that under

Mr. Bruce.]
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State management we c¢an have a better
em of ventilation and better methods of
king. There is no reason in the world
why a mine should not be made much safer
than it is at the present time for those who
are employed therein. Quite recenily we
know that there have been threc or four
tremendous mining disasters.

We have had the Mount Mulligan disaster
in Queensland, the Bellbird disaster in New
South Wales, and more recently the disaster
at Falkirk in Scotland. ¥on. members can-
not tell me that by proper supervision those
dizasters could not have been prevented.
When the object is to make greater and
greater profits, the welfare of the men is very
cften neglected. Mining for that reason alone
should be entirely a State function. There
1s really no money lost on a proposition,
because the metals must be recovered and
used. If they are not produced in this State,
they will be produced in some other country,
where the price demanded will have to be
paid.

The hon. member for Enaggera dealt with
the mining statistics for the years 1914-1915
and 1921-1922. T interjected in the course
of his speech—*“ Give us the figures for 1916.”
In 1914 under the old régime the value of
the copper won in this State was £1,118,648.
In 1916, when the TLabour party had been
in power for two years (Opposition laughter),
the value of the copper produced was
£2.265,422, or, approximately, 100 per cent.
more. I do not claim as the hon. member for
Enoggera did, that the production of metals
was due to the Government of the day. 1
have just as much reason for doing as the
hon. member did, but while I have the reason
I have not the justification. The hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera knows nothing of mining,
so there was some justification for him making
that mistake. I have not that justification.

I trust that in the future the vote for
mining will be greater than it is this year,
as I believe that the country, particularly
the development of the Cloncurry field—from
a prospecting point of view it has not yet
been scratched—is only waiting to be de-
veloped. T hope that the Estimates will be
sufficient for the Government either directly
or by assisting private enterprise to develop
mines to give employment to that large body
of splendid men who follow the mining indus-
try. Tt would be a good thing for the welfare
of the soul of the houn. memher for Murilla,
and it would increase his intelligence, know-
ledge of the men and of what wages should
be paid to them, if he would visit some mine
and see the conditions under which tho men
work. Tf he went into the stopes. up the
rises, or down the shafts and spent a few hours
among men and saw how thev have to
work, he would never again suggest that their
wages should bhe reduced.

Mr. Kerr: He did not suggest that.

Mr. BRUCE: Hc did.

Mr. Kerso: He did not.

Mr. PerersoN: Did not the Premier ask
the miners at Mount Morgan to accept a
reduction of 5 per cent. ?

Mr. BRUCE: I am not dealing with the
statement of the Premier, but with the state-
ment of the hon. member for Murilla. I
doubt whether there is another man, either
in the mining industry, Parliament, or poli-
tics, who would suggest that a solution of
this difficulty was a reduction of the wages
of the miner.

[Mr. Bruce.
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Mr. PeTERSON: They are being paid tco
little altogether.

Mr. BRUCE: I am not antagonistic to or
charging the hon. member for Murilla un-
fairly, but I want to improve his knowledge.
Any man who has been among the miners
knows that the £5 per week, approximately,
that they earn out in the West is not nearly
sufficient recompense for the conditions under
which they work. Besides the hardship of
the work. the dangers must also be taken into
consideration. Many workers have the blue
sky above them, but the miners only have
the roof of the mine above them. The risks
in the mining industry are tremendous, and
if a man works in a mine up to fortyfive or
fiftv years of age, he is certain to fall a vietim
to miners’ phthisis. I hope that we shall not
hear any more suggestions of this nature.
Many of the hon. members of the Opposition
are business men, and if they like to go into
the cost of production in metalliferous mining
and consult any mine managers, they will find
that the question of costs will have to be
approached from a purely business standpoint,
and not from the viewpoint of reducing the
wages of the miners.

The State is developing several coalfields.
I have no experience of State coalfields
excepting Bowen. There are unlimited sup-
plies of excellent coal at Bowen, and without
stressing the matter too far, 1 wish to state
that it will be a payable and profitable
proposition for the Government in many
ways. Some of the propositions undertaken
by the Government mar be unpayable, burt,
as in the case of all enterprises, the Mines
Department must be taken as a whole. If
the hon. members of the Opposition are fair
in their criticisms, they wiil encourage the
cfforts of the Mines Department.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): The hon.
member for Kennedy stated that under State
management a better system of ventilaticn,
better conditions, and everything else per-
taining to the weclfare of those men who work
in the bowels of the earth, would be given
than if they worked under private enterprise.
The hon. member has made a serious charge
against the mining inspectors. We all realise
the great amount of risk attached to the men
working in the bowels of the earth, just as
we recognise the risk of industrialists in
working on a four or cight story building.
The hon. member brought a charge against
the mining inspectors. which meant that they
would not be doing their duty if they allowed
such conditions to obtain. I deny that those
conditions do obtain. I have greater faith in
the Mines Department than the hon. member.
The Industrial Arbitration Court lays down’
the conditions under which the miners shall
work as well as what rates they shall be
paid. I yicld to nobody in my admiration
of those men who carry their lives in their
hands every day while working in the various
mines endeavouring to win minerals and coal
from the bowels of the earth. At the same
time, the hon. member made an unfair state-
ment. He wished to make it appear that
private enterprise would not be prepared to
give the same working conditions as the State,
and in support of his argument instanced
the disasters that oceurred at Mount Mulligan
and Bellbird collieries. Let us analyse cer-
tain statements that were made after the
hearing of the Commissions of Inquiry that

were  appointed  in connection  with  both
disasters. I have a very vivid recollection
that some individuals gave evidence in
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connection with the unfortunate episode at
Mount Mulligan that explosives were care-
lessly left lying about. Let us also analyse
some of the statements made in connection
with the Bellbird disaster, which we all
deplore. Hon. members know that in a good
many instances familiarity breeds contempt.

The men are so familiar with the handling
of dangerous explosives that for the moment
they forget all about them. In the Bellbird
inquiry it was proved conclusively that wax
matches were lying about, which may ot may
not have been one of the reasons for the dis-
aster. I hope that hon. members opposite will
rise to a higher plane and take a different
view-point to that which they are at present
adopting when they indicate that hon. mem-
bers on this #ide of the House are merely
supporting  speculators, and sacrificing
humanity for the matter of a few pounds
shillings and pence. We on this side are
just as keen to secure good conditions and
fair wages as are hon. members opposite.
I have heard this afternoon hon. members
opposite talking about the pessimistic view
taken by the Opposition in connection with
the working of the Department of Mines.
If that refers to the working of certain
mines, it seems to me that I am guilty of
pessimism, and, if woe did not point out to
the Government where certain moneys were
being wasted, I consider that we should be
failing in our duty.

Regarding the amount of money spent in
connection with the Chillagoe Company, the
Auditor-General’s report for 1922-23 shows
that the loss, including the accumulated
interest, was £178,655 14s. 2d. to the date
of the report. I have a very vivid recollec-
tion of the Government’s promise that the
Chillagoe mines were going to be taken over
and run on business lines. I say unhesi-
tatingly that this does not disclose that they
have been run on business lines.

The SpcrerarY ror PupLic LaNDS: Any
number of other big business concerns are
being run at a loss since the slump.

Mr. MAXWELL: Two wrongs do mnot
make a right, and the Government have no
right to perpetuate what they are doing in
regard to their State enterprises. It does
not only concern one industry. Take as an
illustration the Warra coalmining concern.
Imagine that mine costing this State £47,000 !

_The SEcreTARY ror MiNes: . That is not
right; it is less than that. Since then some
of the machinery has been realised upon.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is satisfactory to
}(now that. At the same time I have to go
by the Auditor-General’s report, and he says
that the only receipts for machinery sold
were £9.

The SrereTARY ror Miwes: You urged the
purchase of that mine. That amount was for
this year. A lot of the plant was used for
equipping other mines.

My, MAXWELL: Regarding the purchase
of the Mungana mines, I find that in
" Hansard” for 1922, at page 15, I asked the
Secretary for Mines—-

“ Will he inform the House from whom
and when the Mungana mines were pur-
chased, and what amount of money was
paid for them by the Government?”

 The SECRETARY FOR Mines (Hon. A.
d. Joues, Paddington) replied—

“From Fredrick Reid for and on

[19 OcroBER.]
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behalf of himself and Mungana Mines,
Limited. On 18th January, 1921, the
general manager, Chillagoe State Smel-
ters, by agreement with the owner of
Mungana Mines, undertook to work the
mines on tribute on a royalty basis with
the right of purchase. On the 25th
March, 1922, the option was exercised on
the following terms and conditions:—
£10,000 cash, less royalty and less the
amount advanced by Mines Department
for developmental work, and the balance,
£30,000, to be paid by way of royalty
as the ore is produced at the rate of
4 yer cent. on the gross value of metal
contents of ore up to £5 per ton, and
5 per cent. {(per centum) on ore values
which exceeded £5 per ton.”

The SecreETARY FOR MINES: That is right.

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not contradicting
it. In my humble opinion money has been
wasted in that connection.

The SECRETARY TOR MiNEs: In what way?

Mr. MAXWELL: Regarding the two
mines that were associated with Mungana
—*“ Girofla ” and ““ Lady Jane.” We know
very well that in the old days of the Chilla-
goe (ompany these mines were the main
sources of supply to the company’s smelters.
We know what happened so far as the Chilla-
goe Company was concerned. Unfortunately
—and none of us boasts about the failure of
any company. because we realise what is
going to eventuate by the failure—the Chilla-
goe Company collapsed and the Government
took over the enterprise. As I said before,
they stated that the proposition was going
to be run on such sound business lines that
it would be payable. According to the
Auditor-General’s report, notwithstanding the
optimism of the Minister, if any business
man conducted his business on the same
systern of drift, then I say God help him.
Undoubtedly he would cnd, as I said earlier
in the day, up George street. This failure
occurred In mnot only one instance but in
practically every instance in which the
Government has dabbled in investments such
as this.

The SEcrETARY FOR PusLic Lanps: It is a
very well-managed concern. The metal
market killed it.

The SeCRETARY FOR MINES: Mungana was a
well-managed mine. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. Tavior: Then you should issue a
prospectus and sell it. (Laughter.)
Mr. MAXWELL: 1 am sorry for the

Secretary for Mines, for he 1is so very
optimistic. I am only replying to certain
statoments made by hon. members on the
cther side that the Opposition are pessimistic
and that the Government, when they took
over the Chillagoe proposition, stated that it
would be conducted on business lines. At the
time the Chillagoe Company collapsed the old
Mungana Company, including the ¢ Girofla”’
and the ““ Lady Jane’” mines, forfeited their
Jeanses. This is where money was wasted.
The Government allowed someone else to
take up the leases, and they subsequently
repurchased them when they found that 1%
was absolutely essential to keep the smelters
going to secure the ore from the  Girofla”
and “ Lady Jane”’ mines. I should certainly
like the Minister to give some information in
regard to that matter. That is an instance
of where practically £40,000 was lost to the
State, When the Government had that

My, Mazwell.]
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property in their hands why did thev let
1t go? -

The SecererTary row Mixes: Which pro-
perty ?

Mr. MAXWELL: The * Girofla’ and

“ Lady Jane” mines.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : We never had
them.

Mr. MAXWELL: I am astonished to hear
the hon. gentleman say that, because in
accordance with the reply he gave to me he
indicated that the Mungana people forfeited
their leases and the Reid Syndicate took
them over. It would be satisfactory to com-
pare the statement that the Minister is mak-
ing to-day with ihe reply that he gave to
me when I asked that question some time
ago, Of course I am not pessimistic as to
the possibilities of Queensland mining.

The SecrReETARY FOR Mines: I said that
those mines were part of the Chillagoe Com-
pany’s assets when they sold out.

Mr. MAXWELL: The Minister informed
me in veply to my question that they were
purchased from Fredrick Reid * for and on
behalf of himself and Mungana Mines,
Limited.” I have already quoted * Han-
sard” to that effect.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Read my reply.

Mr. MAXWELL: I have already done so.
I have no desire to mislead.

'The SECRETARY FOR MinEs: You are mis-
leading. I will explain the matter.

Mr. MAXWELL., I shall be very glad to
have the explanation. We find the Warra
coalmine has been a tremendous loss. The
hon. member for Bowen said that so long
as men are employed and the railways are
run and the Government are interfering with
private enterprise a certain amount of good
is done. I certainly hope that the hon.
gentleman will give the information, and I
trust that when the next Auditor-General’s
report is tabled it will be found that the
posttion of Chillagoe and of some of the
cther mines will be better than it is to-day.
. Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): It was not my
intention to say anything on this vote, but
we cannot be expected to remain in our seats
and swallow the insinuations of the hon.
member for Toowong in connection with the
coalminers who were working in the Moung
Mulligan Mine and the Bellbird Colliery.

) I shall leave the Secretary for

[3.30 p.m.] Mines to answer the hon. mem-
) ber’s insinuations in regard to
‘“ graft "—hecause that is what they mean—
on the part of the Government in connec-
tion with the purchase of the Chillagoe and
Mungana mines, as I want to deal with the
hon. member's statement in connection with
the inquiry into the Mount Mulligan disaster.
As everyone who followed that matter knows,
there was an explosion in the Mount Mulli.
gan Mine, when some seventy five of our com-
rades were hurled into eternity, and the
tunnel was completely closed and the whole
mine wrecked. Vet the hon. member says
that it was found that explosives were lying
about. Of course, everything was strewn
about the mine through the explosion. You
could not expect anything else after such an
explosion; yet the hon. member for Toowong
wants to blame those men who lost their
lives for leaving explosives Iying about.
(Opposition dissent.) The hon. member for
Toowong and the hon. member for Enoggera
get up and make any statements they like,

[Mr. Mazwell.
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and then they think we are going to sit here
and swallow them without replying. It was
not because there were explosives lving
about that the accident iook place at Mount
Mulligan. The findings of the Royal Com-
mission give us some information as to the
cause of the explosion, and it certainly was
not because explosives were lying about.

Similar insinuations were made by the
hon. member for Toowong in connection with
the Bellbird disaster. He said that after the
explosion it was found that wax matches
were lying about the colliery. What a
ridiculous statement to make! What a
ridiculous statement {rom a member of Par-
liament, who is supposed to understand
these things! e savs wax matches were
found lying about the coiliery, and we know
that these men were working in the colliery
with naled lights and there was no sign of
any gas in the mine. Yect he blames wax
matches for the explosion. Are we to sit
quietly here and listen to these insinuations
against the men who lost their lives in these
terrible disasters? I say it was not because
of wax matches Iving about the Bellbird
Colliery that this disaster took place at all.
The remarks of the hon. member show what
is behind the minds of these men when they
get up to speak. They must say something
to try and injure the workers engaged In
these industries. Thev cannot get up with-
out attacking the workers. No doubt later
on they will say that these men deserve all
they get when they go down to the bowels
of the earth to work for the purpose of
keeping hon. members opposite and their
friends in comfort during the cold winter
months. I awm here to defend the workers.
and to defend the memory of those men who
have been hurled to death. against the
insinuations of the hon. member.

I have had a fair amount of experience in
connection with the inspectors attached to
the Department of Mines, and I say that
those inspectors do their work to the best of
their ability and as well as possible in order
to see that things are made safe for those
engaged in the industry. It is not possible
for an inspector to be on the job all the
time; but during their inspections they do
the best ther can to point out where there
is any possibility of danger. The managers
of the mines also are concerned for the safety
of the workers, and there is to be found no
better example of rescue work than we had
lately in the Maitland district in connection
with the Bellbird disaster. We saw there
that the manager of the mine laid down his
life trying to save the men who were
centombed through that disaster. One of the
miners in his evidence said that no greater
act of heroism had ever taken place. These
men, at the risk of their lives, went into the
mine for the purpose of saving the men who
were entombed.  The same thing occurred
in Scotland in connection with the Falkirk
disaster which took place quite recently. In
connection with that disaster acts of heroism
were the order of the day, and it hurts me
to hear insinuations made against these men
such as we have heard coming from hon.
members opposite this afternoon.

The hon. member for Toowong made an
attack on the hon. member for Bowen 1in
connection with the Warra Coal Mine. Of
course. we know there has been a loss in
connection with Warra, and the hon. member
for Toowong said the hon. member for
Bowen does not care so long as the men are
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employed and so long as the railway is
kept running. The hon. member for Bowen
and every hon. member on this side of the
House does care about the expenditure of
this State, and we are here to see that as far
as possible the money is wisely spent, and
to see that as far as possible losses are not
made in connection with our enterprises.
‘There is no branch railway line to Waurra.
Warra is right alongside the main railway
line, and the only things that were built there
were_expensive bins for the purpose of hold-
ing the coal that they did not get. These bins
were constructed by the Railway Department
for loading purposes. There is no doubt
that Warra has been a white elephant, but
it has been a white elephant because the coal
was not found in payable quantities where
the shafts were put down. The coal is there,
and Warra could be made to pay if a shaft
were sunk further away from the railway
line, where the coal is. The £47,000 ex-
pended in connection with Warra was spent
for the purpose of buying machinery and
sinking three shafts. Some of that money
has been recovered, because the machinery
has been put to another use, and it is not a
total loss. The time will come when we shall
get sufficient coal at Warra to make it a
payvable proposition.

As far as the general vote is concerned,
I have not much more to say. I was not
going to speak on this vote at all, but I had
to get on my feet after I heard the state-
ments of the hon. member for Toowong. We
are here to protect the miners.

GoveERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear,

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt): So many points
have been thrashed out that there is very
little to add to the debate at this stage.
In reference to the allegations made by most
hon. members of the Opposltlon regarding
the men concerned in mining enterprises
under the control of the bectetalv for Mines
that are not paying, an animus is shown on
the part of those hon. members in some of
th~ cases mentioned, which cases I think are
entitled to a little more analysis on the part
of hon. members who condemned them. It
has been pointed out by other hon. members
that it does not follow that because any
particular enterprise under the control of
the Government is showing a loss on its
actual operations it is not showlnrr a profit
to the Stato in some other direction. I take
it that that is what is hdppemn(f with many
of the State enterprises in Queensland, and
also in connection with the Chillagoe smelt-
ing enterprise. I think that those are the
only concerns of any consequence which have
been mentioned here this afternoon. I would
like to say a word in connection with the
prospecting vote, which I notice has bcen
reduced by £3, 500 this year. I think there
is cause for regret on the part of many mem-
bers for mining constituencies. We have
had brought to our minds quite recently,
owing to the recent finds in the Chillagoe,
Cloncurry, and Herberton districts, what is
possible by judicious prospecting in Queens-
land. Those are finds without any prospect-
ing grant having been given to the pros-
pnvtors I think that with a judicious system
on the part of the Minister and a little
more expenditure in prospecting we should
Le able to develop new fields. Take as an
illustration the gemfields in the Analkie dis-
trict in my electorate. We have two pros-
pecting parties out thele at the present time,
each individual veceiving £1 10s. a week

hear!
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which is much too small an amount to induce
any bond fide miner to go right out into the
wilderness around the sapphue bearing area
and put in genuine work. The result 1s that
a good deal of the money is wasted, although
the miners’ committees on the field are super-
vising the operations and giving the depart-
ment as square a deal as possible. I think
it is wise for the Minister to accept recom-
mendations from a bonad fide source as to
the qualifications and insight of miners who
are willing to prospect, and to send them
out and give them a fair remuneration, and
also give them the advantage of the assis-
tance of one of the geologists of the depart-
ment. In that particular district mining is
on the down grade. The last monthly veturns
show a big falling off in the production of
sapphires there, owing to the fact that the
two well-known deposits on the field have
been worked over and over again, with the
result that there are very few mixed leads to
be found on it. But on the other hand we
have many known deposits many miles away
from the main camp—Ruby Field and
Sapphire Town—and on the other side of
the Western railway line about 25 miles from
those camps we have what is known as the
Withersfield—all known sapphire-bearing
country.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
are doing well there now.

Mr. FOLEY: I am pleased to hear that.
Owing to the fact that the main leads are
being worked out the Minister should
endeavour to establish a much wider scheme
than we have in operation at the present
time. Personally T have very little to growl
about as to the way in which the Minister
Las received representations from myself on
behalf of men wishing to prospect in ‘the
Leichhardt electorate. A little while ago
we had a grant of £300 given to a body of
six miners who are willing to sink a shaft
200 feet on the old Black Ridge Reef in the
hope of picking up a lead in the deeper
ground. If these miners are successful in
lecating gold, it will mean that quite a
number of miners will be induced to pros-
pect on that lead as the result of what has
been done.

I would like to say a word or two in
reference to the action of the Minister in
granting exemptiols to mining companies.
The hon. member for Burke touched upon
this matter a little while ago, and pointed
out that many mining companies are sitting
down and shepherding their claims, many of
them not fulfilling working conditions, and
others have obtained exemptions from the
Sceretary for Mines, I have had experience
in one part of my clectorate—that is on the
Blair Athol coalfields. I must admit that
the coal trade at that place is in a very
depressed state. but the fact remains that
the mining companies are holding areas over
and above the quantity of coal-bearing land
that would suffice to carry on operations to
meet any demand that may be worked up
for the next ten or fifteen years. Although
the Miunister has done much to liven the
companies up, I think he would be wise if
he carefully considered the question of not
granting further exemptions to these com-
panies when they apply for them. The
position, as I pointed out in an interjection
when the hon. member for Normanby was
speakmg, is that there arc too many mines
operating on that particular deposit of coal.
If the operations were concentrated on one
mine, every miner on the field to-day wouid

Mr. Foley.]
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be getting a fair number of days’ work per
week with the coal orders available at that
place. Owing to the action of the Minister,
I am pleased to say that a large area of
land has been surrendered by the Blair
Athol Company and a reorganisation applied
for in lieu of the countrr which they have
surrendered. I would like at this stage to
bring under the notice of the Minizier what
I consider would be a wise thing for him to
do—that is, at the first available opportunity
that one of the Government bores are avail-
able, to make arrangements to test all the
country which is being surrendered on that
deposit, with the object of the area being
taken up by the Government to supplement
the coal trads which may be worked up from
Styx River and Baralaba at a future date.
It is recognised by coal experts that Styx
River, Baralaba, and Blair Athol coal can
be blended in such a way that you can supply
a coal suitable for the requirements of any
ccal users in any part of the world. I think
the time will come when we shall prove that
it is possible in Blair Athol by stripping the
over-burden to mine coal cheaper than any
coal in Australia, and that eventually we
shall build up a big export trade. I think it
would be wise for the Minister to take up
and thoroughly prospect an area on that
particular coal deposit.

T would like to say in conclusion a few
words about the sapphire pool established by
the Government some time ago. A good
deal of anxiety was shown by the hon. mem-
ber for Murilla as to whether the Govern-
ment were justified in assisting the sapphire
industry to the extent of £20,000 or £30,000.
The State has purchased £20,000 worth of
sapphires from the miners up to date, and
we have not sold any of them. From the
knowledge which we™ have of the sapphire
industry, we have no fear but that we shall
be able to sell them. To give the Committee
an illustration of what an asset we have for
our indebtedness to the Treasury, let me
point out that an ounce of sapphires in the
rough represents 150 carats. The average
ounce of stone has cost the Government for
advances to the miners about £6. It is a
very poor guality stone indeed if the Govern-
ment cannot pick out from every ounce of
stone 12 carats of first-class gems, for which
they should be able to realise—when reduced
to about 4 carats when cut and polished—
anything from £2 to £5 per carat. I think
it must be clear that we have a good asset
for the money we have spent, and I think
the Minister bas done the onlv thing he
could do to make the pool a success—that is,
to send Mr. Knowles home thoroughly to
organise the market overseas. (Hear, hear!)
He strikes me as being an efficient gentle-
man. He has had a good deal of experience
for his firm on the markets overseas, and,
although he will meet with the depression in
Europe which has militated against the dis
posal of sapphires direct from here by the
Government at a remunerative price, still I
think that the small amount which we have
in stock is comparable only to a drop in the
ocean when distributed over the markets of
America and Paris and London. I think
that, as he gets time to organise things pro-
perly, he will eventually establish a connec
tion which will give the miner, not the £6
per oz. which the Government advanced. but
something in the vicinity of £12 or £15.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): The hon.
member for Ipswich, during the course of his
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speech, endeavoured to convey to the Com-
mittee that certain remarks I made were &
reflection on the miners. I would like to
call the attention of the House to the report
of the Royal Commission appointed to
inquire into the Mount Mulligan disaster, to
bs found iu the * Parliamentary Papers”
for the session of 1922, vol. I1., at page 78—

“In some places explosives and deto-
nators were stored in the crevices of the
packed walls. It has been suggested in
the evidence that explosives were lifted
and scattered by the force of the explo
sion, but this can only be applied to =
few instances, and then to loose explo-
sives lying on the floor. In very few
cases were explosives contained in billy-

cans. In one case only where explosives
were contained in a wooden box were
they scattered, this box having been

overturncd, probably by the force of the
explosion.”

Again, on page 751, there is this finding—

“ Explosives were distributed, carried,
used, and storéd underground in a care-
less menver, without regard to the regu-
lations,”

The hon. member is the greatest misrepre-
senter in this House. Irrespective of the
political opinions held by my friends oppo-
site, he is one of the men on the other side
of the House who would not give a man a
decent “spin.”’ He would be quite prepared on
all occasions to misrepresent. e would lead
hon. members and people outside the House
to believe that he is the only man here who
stands for the uplifting of humanity. There
are other men just as anxious for the uplift-
ing of humanity as he—men who are spend-
ing their time and money for that purpose.
and who are not calling out about it, and
who are not being paid for it. It ill becomes
a man, more particularly the hon. member,
to try to misrepresent the statements T made.
I know that these men were brave men, bu
the hon. member tried to get circulated
throughout the length and breadth of
Queensland that the hon. member for Too-
wong wanted to infer that they were not the
class of men he had said they were. Hon
members know the hon. member, and they
know me, and the people know me, and they
know him, and I am quite prepared to leave
the issue with them. “

With regard to the unfortunate Bellbi.rﬁ
disaster, I quoted from statements which
were made in the southern Press, that wax
matches had been left about, and one would
be led to bclieve from the statement of the
hon. member that I suggested that those men
had callously done that. I hurl that insinua-
tion hack at, the hon. member. No such idea
passed through my mind. When hon. mem:
bers get up on the floor of the House and
sav that under the system of private enter-
prise men are to be murdered for the sake
of pounds, shillings, and pence, I give the
lie back to them. Private employers are just
as generous as hon. members on the other
side. Do not the records of the Arbitration
Court prove that on various occasions the
Covernment were the first to go to the Court
for the purpose of altering the wages and
conditions of their employees? But they
still want to convey the impression, as an
electioneering stunt, that we on this side do
not stand for the uphfting of humanity. If
that is any satisfaction to the hon. member,
let him have it. I am qute prepared to
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allow my actions to speak for themselves, and
1 leave the hon. member’s actions to speak
for themselves.

GLEDSON (Ipswich): My remarks to
whlch the hon. member takes exception were
<certainly made on the basis of his own state-
ments. The hon. member for Toowong
raised the question of the disaster at Mount
Mulligan and that at Bellbird, and, if he
did not do so for the purpose I su(me=ted
what was his reason? Tle used statements to
show that they occurred from certain causes.
When it is pointed out to him that the
disasters could not occur from such causes, he
accuses me of misrepresenting him.  The
hon. member said with a great flourish that
the people of Queensland know me and they
know him. They do know the hon. mem-
her, because we have read the report in
a newspaper of a meeting of the Employers’
Federation——

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. GLEDSON: At which a certain
Brizadier-General Thompson made  the
statement that < If we onlv had 500 armed
men, we could be able to deal it out to the
workers. They could fire low and lay out
a lot of them.”

The people of Queensland do know the
hon. member for Toowong. If any hon.
member gets up and makes statements that

in my cpinion are an insinuation

[4 p.m.] against the class that I represent,

I am going to defend that class
irrespective of what the hon. member for
‘Toowong may think or say. As he says, I
am known through Queensland from Mount
Muiligan to the Southern portions amongst
the miners, the mincowners, and a large seo-
tion of the community, and I am prepared to
allow my character to stand against thai of
the hon. member for Toowong anywhere he
likes and at any time.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): 1 would like to
have some informatior in connection with
the gem industry, which was dealt with by
the hon. member for Leichhardt. It seems
to me that there is over-optimism in con-
rection with this industry. We find that the
Government have advanced £5,716 on these
eems, and up to date no account sales have
been received, and the Government, not satis-
fied with that ‘position. entered into a
scheme in February of this year to purchase
the whole of the gems from the field, and
it must not be forgotten that gems are thmgs
for which there is no market. Under the
scheme entered into by the Government in
February last, they have alreadr advanced
something iike £16,324, and on looking at the
Ystimates I find that they are still not satis-
fied and are willing to spend an additional
£20.000 in connection with this sapphire
field.

Mr. TavLor: They have plenty of mouney.

Mr. KERR: There has to be an end to
this sort of thing. There is the valuer on
the ground, who pays to the owners of the
gems 95 per cent. of their value.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Not 95 per cent.
of the value, but 95 per cent, of the standard
fixed by the Mines Department.

Mr. KERR: I take it that the standard
is cqual to the value. Gems are like pearls;
you cannot fix a price until they are sold.

The SecrETARY FOR MINES: It is very dif-
ficult to tell the value of an uncut gem.
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Mr. KERR: That is so.
is probably fixed on the basis of values
previously received. The owners of the gems
get 95 per cent., and the Government receive
the other 5 per cent. I would like to know
from the Minister what salary Mr. Knowles,
who is being sent home. is to receive, and hv :
whom 1t is to be paid. If it is goiug so bo
paid out of the vemaining 5 per cent. it
dces not look as though he is going to get
any more than £700. I do not think that Mr,
Knowles would give his professional know-
ledge and {ake a visit to the old country to
place these gems on the market at a salary
like that. It seems to me that an explana-
tion is necessary in regard to this expendi-
ture. We are encouraging men year after
vear to stay in an industry which we have
ro market for, and year after year the Go-
vernment pay large sums of money in this
connection, That 1s a thing that is dewrvmg
of an attack by rhe Opposition. The Minister
will use the usual old worn-out argument.
** What would you do with the men? Would
vou cast them out and allow their families
to starve?’ T think that, as members of
Parliament, it is time we forgot those
excuses. These men should be prov vided with
employment in other avenues. Hon. gentle-
men  opposite would suggest. with tears
ruaning down their cheeks, that the Opposi-
tion were out to allow this section of the
community to starve. I am not advocating
that. 'The Minister is absolutely wrong in
using that line of argument. I do not mean
anything like that at all.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The
gentleman bas exhausted his time.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): Mention has
been made of the Warra coalmine. That
subject seems to be worn out.

The SECRETARY FoR MINES: Hear, hear!

Mr. WARREN : The Minister says ¢ Hear,
heur I’ He would like to make this a back
number. I was down the original shaft of
this mine before the Government took it
cver, and I am of the opinion that there is
more coal there than there is in the Oakey
mine. The coal is all right, yet through a
miistake—no doubt it was a mistake, anybodv
is liable to make mistakes—the Government
tock the machinery away from there. There
is no coal west of Dakey.

Mr. MoOORE: Any amount of it.

Mr. WARREN: There is no coal being
mined west of Qakey. That is what I am
trying to explain. The haulage of coal west
of Qakey is absolute deadweight on the Rail-
way Department. The Warra coalmine
could have been worked profitably. It seems
to me that the discussion has centred around
the waste of £47,000.

The SecrETARY ror Mines: That was the
amount that the Anditor-General pointed out

was owing to the Treasurer at the time the
mine closed down.

Mr. WARREN : There was a loss.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No.

Mr. WARREN : The machinery was worth
about £7.000. There is a certain amount
of structural work there that is worse than
useless, because it is an eyesore and a dis-
grace to the department, and shows what a
cclossal blunder has occurred The Minister
in his reply should give us some information
as to why the machinery was removed. Was
it that there was not sufficient political force

Mr. Warren.]
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behind the Western people to compel the
fullest development of this mine? The
engine-drivers who have used this ccal on the
railway say that it is of good quality. If it
is not exactly of first-class quality for loco-
motive purposes, it is better than whm\. is
being used from Oakey. I do not wish to
say anything against the Oakey coal, but it
is up to the department to give some tangible
reason why this machinery was pulled out
We know that there were many miners who
were prepared to work this mine on tribute,
and there was no reason in the world why
the men could not have gone about the work.
Some of these men are now farming in that
district, and they ave in a pitiful plight as
a result of the drought. It would have heen
to the advantage of the country and the
Western district particularly had the mine
been developed. We now have the pitiful
spectacle of the mine lying idle when there
is a good prospect of Workmg it profitably
and benefiting the Western railway line.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I just wanted
to reply to the hon. member for Enoggera,
but the hon. member for Murrumba has
practically made it unnecessary. The hon.
member for Enogg-ra asked why the Govern-
ment id not ston putting money into mining
ventures and put it into something else, such
as placing men on the land, from which they
would get some remunerative return. The
hon. member for Murrumba asked why the
machinery had been taken away from the
Warra coalmine when the farmers in a time
of drought could have worked and won the
coal. That is the answer to the criticism of
the Government in speculating State funds
in mining enterprises. Mining is a ploneer-
ing enterprise. If a good mining field is
opened up, agricultural scttlement will fol-
Jow. Mining has been the pioneer of settle-
ment to the same extent as the cattle station.
Queensland was first pioneered by persons
prospecting for suitable grazing lands, and
when they were settled, population and indys-
try grew around them. The same can be
said of mining. The miner went out, located
a payable proposition. and settlement fol-
lowed. I sav with the hon. member for
Murrumba that the closing down of the Warra
coalmine was a mistake, in spite of the fact
that the State lost £47,000 on the venture.
That loss was due to bad management, or
immature management, and the lack of pro-
per prospecting. Ma,nv of the hon. members
opposite waxed eulogistic when the Govern-
ment took over the Warra coalmine. The
only trouble was that they did not continue
to be eulogistic. They got piqued because
they were afraid of a little bit of “ Courier
flogging because a loss had been sustained.
If the same action was taken in many
instances a lot of the mines operating to-day
would not have been worked. The trouble
with the Warra coalmine was that the shaft
was sunk in the wrong place. This was due
to hasty management and the Jack of proper
‘)IPCuUthI’lS in not prospecting by boring.
The mine was only developed to the 200-ft.
level, where a small seam of coal, hard to
work, was obtained. It was known that a
seam of coal existed at a depth of 300 feet,
while further down at 500 feet there was
another seam. If the Government had been
prepared to carry that loss, shift their shafts,
and mine those seams at a gleater depth, the
loss would have soon been repaid in the
saving of the cost of coal for use on the
Western Railway. It would be a big saving
in the haulage of coal for that railway if coal

[Mr. Warren.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

was obtained on the Western line. That
affords some justification for speculation in
mining. If Chillagoe had been allowed to
remain idle, not only would 1,000 people have
been thrown out of employment, but Mungana
would not have been opened up and the new
find, ‘° Nightflower,” would not have been
developed because of the absence of treat-
ment works. The State can carry the losses
of mining speculations if there is a reasonable
prospect of greater development following,
which will wipe out that loss. When the
metal markets recover the State will be
recouped for all the money that has been
spent in Chillagoe and the other mining
ventures.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): I have been sur-
prised at the debate on the Warra coalmine.
I do not blame the Government for getting
out of that venture, but I do blame them for
not taking advantage of the offer of the men
to work 1t. The Government, for fear of
having their bad management exposed,
refused to let the miners take over and work
the mine. These men were prepared to
develop the mine and go on with it. In fact,
they came to Brisbane and asked the Govern-
ment to allow them to work the mine, but
they were turned down. The Government had
made a failure of the mine, and they did not
want to be shown that fact by the miners.

Mr. Hartiey: Why did not private enter-
prise subscribe capital to work it?

. Mr. MOORE: Those men wanted to run
it at their own expense, yet the Government
turned them down. The miners knew what
they were taking on, and the Government
shotld have given them the chance of working
it, instead of taking down the plant and
selling it to people from whom they had no
chance of getting the money.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
sold.

Mr. MOORE : I would not give the Govern-
ment 4d. for their chance of recovering the
£10,000.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
plant.

Mr. MOORE: Yes, after taking it back
from the man whom vou sold it to. It was
a pretty hopeless sale. Tt was sold to a
political supporter.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
been sold to a butter factory.

Mr. MOORE: Yes, and some of it was
taken away from the miners, as the Govern-
ment were afraid of them using it and show-
ing up their own mismanagement.

The SECRETARY FOR MiINES: Which depart-
ment turned down the miners?

Mr. MOORE: The Mines Department.
The Mines Department had control of the

It has been

We have the

Some of it has

mine. They were working it and closed it
up.
The SecreTaRY FOR Mines: It was not

closed by the Mines Department.
Mr. MOORE: Was it
Treasury ?
Ths SECRETARY FOR MINES: No.

Mr. MOORE: 1t does not matter what
department closed it.

The CHAIRMAN:
great deal of difference,
member cannot discuss it.

closed by the

Order! It makes a
because the hon.
I would like to
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point out to the hon. member that he is dis-

cussing the administration of the Mines
Department.
Mr. MOORE: I am talking about the

Warra coalmine. It can hardly be said that
is counected with the Treasury Department,
although, unfortunately, the loss falls on the
Consolidated Revenue. 1 take objection to
the whole of the ventures of the Mines Depart-
ment, because when one reads the report of
the Auditor-General on the subject, it reads
like a fairy tale. A man in speculating his
own money has reason to be optimistic, but
I have a strong objection to being optimistic
with the public funds.

Mr. Harreey: How much would you be
prepared to spend to develop a coalmine
on the Western Railway?

Mr. MOORE : There is coal on the Western
line. One mine is being developed at Roma
at the present time, and another at Chinchilla.

My. Hartpey: But not_sufficient coal is
being won to supply the Western line.

Mr. MOORE: Yes. The Government
should go somewhere else where someone has
started a coalmine if they wish to start
mining themselves. There 1s any amount of
coal west of Qakey.

No.

Mr. MOORE : There are five mines working
ou the railway at the present time west of
Oakey. I know a mine within a short dis-
rance of my own home that is being worked.

I.M};. HarTLEy : Is it on the main railway
ine

~ Mr. MOORFE: It is on a branch line. It
is only 8 miles from Oakey. 1 am rather
sorrv I have told the hon. member for
Fitzroy. because he might go up there and
do a bit of organising.

Mr. HARTLEY -

_ Mr. HarTLEY : There is any amount of room
in the Central district for that.

~Mr. MOORE: Another matter I should
like to mention is that of the State coal-
mine. I have some real good workers in
my district—I do not say that because they
vote for me, for they are first-class workers.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
their votes now.

Mr. MOORE: One of those men came to
me, and said, “ It is no good to me; I could
kick out 3 tons a day if I had my boots on,
but I am limited to 2 tons, so I have left
the job.”
he had been on, and he blamed the Govern-
ment. He said the management was rotten,
the organisetion was rotten, and the Govern-
ment were rotten. Of course, it is never any-
thing else; when a failure occurs, it is
always the boss who is rotten.

You are after

We see from the Auditor-General’s report
that wherever we have a mine where it is
easy to get the material out the cost of
mining is excessive. We have a Secretary
for Mines who was born optimistic. I think
he is a speculator by nature. I do not mind
him speculating on his own behalf, but I
do object to him speculating with the funds
of the State, especially when we are showing
losses year after year.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You cannot puf
it that way—that I am speculating with the
Government funds.

{19 Ocrozer.]
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Mr. MOORE: T do not suppose that any
man who puts money into a nine thinks that
he is specelating; he thinks that he is
developing the country.

Mr. HarrLey: No; he knows he is specu-
lating.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member for Fitz-
roy says that he knows he is speculating,
consequently he infers that the Secretary
for Mines is speculating with the State’s
money. 1 cannot sce how we are going to
get out of our present position. We know
that there are vast stocks of copper through-
out the world, and by continuing an enter-
prise in connection with copper-mining we
are merely adding to our liability year after
vear. It is all very well to show us reports
of material valued at so much. The Auditor-
General makes some very caustic comments
on the working of these various enterprises.
I think we have any amount of develop-
mental work that could be carried on that
would be a benefit to the country, but to
keep up these industries and ineur a huge
loss is not justifiable. It is becoming far-
cical. The continual losses make it ridicu-
lous to keep on. If the Secretary for Mines
could see the end, and say that in twelve
months the price of copper or of gems is
going to be considerably higher, it would not
be so bad.

Mr. Havitey: Why don’t you cut the
throats of a lot of your cows?

Mr. MOORE: A lot of them are dring
without having their throats cut.

Mr. HartLey : The hon. member wants the
Government to help him to keep them alive.

Mr. MOORE: No; that is where the hon.
member for Fitzroy is wrong. My opinion
is that if half the cattle died there would
be a higher price for the rest. That has
occurred in the past after a drought.

Mr. HarTrey: Why not kill them?

Mr. MOORE: There is no occasion to do
s0.

Mr. Hariiey: The hon. member does not
like parting with them,
Mr. MOGRE: I think the hon, member

knows that people have been killing their
calves.

Mr. Haritey: I know that, because they
have more than enough cattle on hand.

Mr. MOORE: Not at all-—because they
have no fodder for them. Anyhow, we do
not want to talk about killing cattle and
calves—that has nothing to do with the
Department of Mines, and I am sure the
Chairman would be justified in pulling me
up if T continued on the subject. I think
the hon. member for Fitzroy is trying to dis-
tract attention from the misdemeanours of
the Government in speculating and losing
vast amounts of money, but I want to point
out that the position is becoming intolerable.
As I pointed out, if the Minister could show
that there is likelr to be a shortage of
minerals, and that the price is going to
improve, there would be some justification;
but to go on vear in year out as he is doing,
trusting to Providence to let him come out
on the right side at the end of the next vear,
is no way to manage a country. 1 consider
that it is time that the Government endea-
voured to put the peg in and stop this huge
Joss.

Mr. Moore.]



1792 Supply.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): The hon.
member for Fitzroy has made a joke. He
said that the reason why the Government
went in for these speculations was because
the land was poor and the droughts so
severe.

Mr. Harriey: I did not.

Mr. WARREN: He said that we are
going in for these speculations to save the
man on the land. When the Government
started their speculations in this department
Qucensland was never in a better way for
the producer. All products were booming.
the price of cattle was high, the price of
wheat was high—every mortal thing produced
by the man on the land was flourishing until
the Government started this wild-cat specu-
lation, Even the seasons were better.
Unfortunately, the Labour Government
brought in bad seasons.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member is not going to discass the
seasons under the vote for the Department
of Mines,

Mr. WARREN: I just wanted to correct
the hon. member who gave that as a reason
why the Mines Department went in for thrse
wild-cat schemes.

Mr. HartLey: That statement was
made by me; it was advocated by you.

Mr. WARREN: T said that under the
present conditions this is the time when I
would advis» the Government to operate the
mines that would be profitable, and I was
particularly anxious that the Warra mine
should be worked on tribute. With the hon.
wmiember for Aubigny, 1 say that it was a
wicked blurder on the part of the Depart-
ment of Mines that the Warra mine was
closed down and the men were thrown
out of work. I meoentioned incidentally that
these very men, or some of them—mnot all
of them, for some were actually miners who
would do nothing else—went on the land. I
want it to be quite clear that if the Depart-
ment of Mines had allowed the Warra mine
to be worked there would have been about
i00 men working in the mine and making
the centre & prosperous one. If the Secretary
for Mines has any tangible reasons for clos-
ing the mine down, I think it is up to the
Committee to know them.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): The lack of min-
ing knowledge of hon. members opposite
astounds me. I have had a little experience
with private enterprise, and remember that
on one occasion I was interested in a con-
cern where we had to pay calls for over
twenty vears. and the mine was finally
wound un. There are many mines working
to-day which worked for fen or fifteen years
before they became profitable. Hon. gentle-
men opposite do not seem to realise what I
said carlier in the debate, that in a mineral
helt like Chillagoe they only need to dis-
cover one fairly rich lode—and I am in hopes
that it will be discovered at an early date—
to make the concern a payable one. I have
known mines not to pay for ten yvears. and
then, in a few years. to pay over half a
million pounds in dividends. If we continue
in Chillagoe it will not always show us a
loss. I should not be surprised to learn at
any time that it is making a good profit.

At 4.30 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN : Under the provisions
of Standing Order No. 307, and of the

THr. Warren.
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Sessional Order agreed to by the House on
18th October, I shall now leave the chair and
make my report to the House.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for a later hour
of the sitting.

CITY OF BRISBANE BILIL.
INITIATION.
Hox. F. T. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba): I
beg to move—

“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill for the good
government of the City of Brisbane.”

Question put and passed.

INCOME TAX ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
INTTTATION.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
‘Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): 1 beg to
move—-

_“That the House will, at its next
sitting, vesolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to further
amend the Income Tax Act of 1802 in
certain particulars.”

Question put and passed.

LAND TAX ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
INITIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): 1 beg to
move-—

“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to further
amend the Land Tax Act of 1915 in
certain particulars.”

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
ResvmprioN oF CoMMITTEE—ELEVENTH
ArrLortep Davy.

(Mr. Dunstan, Gympie, one of the puncl of
Temporary Chairmen, in the chair.)

DEPARTMENT OF MINES.
CHIEF OFFICE,
Question stated—

“ That £15,399 be granted for ¢ Depart-
ment of Mines—Chief Office.” >’

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I must thank hon.
members opposite, and hon. members on this
side also, for their criticisms on this par-
ticular vote. I think it is a good thing
to have criticismn at times—I am not afraid
of it so far as the administration of the
Mines Department is concerned—and on the
whole the criticism has been rather favour-
able to the department. The hon. member
for Enoggera made some reference to the
marketing of gems. Prior to the Govern-
ment interfering—if I may use that term in
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regard to this matter—the gem miners were
marketing their gems under the open market
competitive systemi—that is, foreign buyers
and others went to the field and bid for the
product. That was not at all satisfactory,
and I am satisfied that the miners on the
field were not getting anywhere near the value
of their production. As a matter of fact,
wa have marketed some of the best Queens-
Tand sapphires—and by the way the Queens-
land sapphire field is the best sapphire field
in the whole world—and some of the best
Queensland sapphires were being sold over-
seas as Cashmere sapphives from India. The
Government marketed in one year £36,000
worth of Queensland gems. Those were
“ fivst blues,” as the proclamation which was
issued did not make a monopoly or permit
the Governrrent to acquire any other but the
first blues”—that is to say, stones of other
colours than blue are not marketable over-
scas.  The Government by proclamation
scquired the whole of the production in
Queensland, and there is only one field pro-
ducing that sapphire—the Anakie field, We
appointed agents overscas in the person of
Hubin Brothers to market the whole preduc-
tior.. We marketed £36.000 worth of gems,
and the Government did not lose one penny.
Noither does the Auditor-General in his
report say that there has been a loss in the
marketing of those gems. But I believe
that that scheme was not perfect by any
means—not that I could or would cast any
r#flection on Rubin Brothers. I was satis-
fied, however, that a better market could be
found by arranging for the Government to
find the money and have a man overseas to
market the stones direct for the Government,
and we have done that. Mr. Knowles, of
Brisbane, who has proved himself a good
Australian—he has a good knowledge not
only of the marketing of gems, but a splendid
knowledge with regard to the cutting of
gems—has been appointed by the Government,
al a salary of £250 for six months and a
sruall travelling allowance.

~Mr. PeTERsON: You are getting him very
cheanp.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He gets
a commission of per cent. on the firss
£10,000 worth of gems that he sells. He is
appointed for a probationary period, and, if
successful, he will receive a permanent
appointment. We are not paying Mr.
Knowles any more by way of commission and
salary—in fact we are paying him less—
than we paid Rubin Brothers. Rubin Bro-
thers found the money in the first place to
purchase the sapphires on the field, and we
issued. a proclamation and paid for the whole
of the gems, and marketed them through
Rubin Brothers. The transactions have been
above-board with the agents, but I am satis-
fied that we can get a better price for the
miners and producers on that field by the
system I have adopted. Hon. members will
see by reference to page 80 of the Auditor-
General’s report that we have gems overseas
ready to be marketed of £16,000 in value.
‘The hon. member for Tnoggera complained
that we paid 95 per cent. of the value of the
gems to the miners on the field. We pay
95 per cent. of the valuation placed on the
gems by our grader on the field, but that is
not the value of the gems—I can assure the
hon, member that it is much more than that
—and 5 per cent. is retained for administra-
tive expenses. We have set up a standard,
and the grader acts according to that stand-
.ard. We would be very disappointed if we
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did not get a much higher price for the gems
than the grader places on them when he pur:
chases on the field. I think that explains
the matter satisfactorily.

Mr. TavyLor: How many men are on the
field at the present time?

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: The
hon. member for Leichhardt informs me that
thiere are about 400 men on the field uow.

At 447 pa,

The CHAIRMAN
resumed the chair.

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: The
discussion has cenired round the first vote—
that for the Chief Office of the department.
1 take it that that practically ends the dis-
cussion on the Mines Iisiimates, because we
bave talked on every subject pertaining to
the department. and I intend to reply briefly.
Therefore I will cover the same wide scope
as hon. members have covered in their eriti-
cisms.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane)

A good deal of criticism centred round
the statement in the Auditor-General’s
roport, in which he complains of the delay
in the Mines Department in connection with
the finalising of certain accounts. The hon.
member for Nanango a few days ago asked
a. question with rcgard to this matter, and
the hon. member for Normanby also desires
some information on the point. The delay
has been caused by an alteration in the per-
sonnel of the staff controlling the State enter-
prises side of the Mines Depariment. Mr.
3rophy’s connection with the department has
been severed, and there has been a change
also in the accountancy branch, and that has
caused delay. That delay was not caused
with any idea of withholding information.
1 have here the statement of accounts regard-
ing the State enterprises to which the
Auditor-General makes reference, which T
intend to make available to the Committee.

The first item dealt with is the State
grsenic mine; which this year shows a loss
in its transactions, as we always anticipated.
When the mine was established we did not
anticipate profits from the production of
arsenic. The mine was established for the
sole purpose of eradicating prickly-pear in
Queensland. I think the Government deserve
some credit—although it may sound boastful
for me to say so, being the Minister who
established the mine—for being the only Go-
vernment which have attempted in a prac-
tical way to do something to rid Queensland
of the prickly-pear which is now becoming
such a danger. Anyone who knows anything
about prickly-pear knows that it has got
beyond the individual selector, and that it is
not profitable to clear land at a cost of £10
an acre, which, when it is cleared, is_only
worth, say, £6 an acre. Therefore, prickly-
pear is a legacy handed down to this Govern-
ment, who are forced to deal with it as a
matter of State concern. This mine has been
working for some years and, whatever any
person may say to the contrary, I maintain
that there would be more prickly-pear in
Queensland to-day had it not been for the
arsenic it has produced.

Mr. CosTeLLo: It has not done much to
clear pear.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member for Normanby brought up a
case which I intend to investigate, and I
content myself with remarking now that it
cost a good deal of money to put a ton of

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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arsenic into that paddock. Many hundreds
of tons have been used in Queensland by
shire councils which have prickly-pear
infested areas, and by settlers with infested
land. We are selling arsenic to-day to the
selector for £10 per ton, rail free to his
nearest railway station, and we were doing
that during the time when the price was
£90 and morc a ton. As a matter of fact,
I was offered. through the Agent-General,
£100 per ton for 100 tons of 95 per cent.
grey arsenic to be sent overseas, but we
refused the offer, preferring to discharge our
obligations to the settler, although it meant
such a heavy loss. To-day the price of
white arsenic is over £70 per ton, and
vesterday I had an offer of £47 per ton,
f.o.b, Brisbane. The statement of the past
vear’s operations shows that about one-third
of our production has been supplied to the
farmer at the special rate I have mentioned
and that our loss is £1,251 18s. 11d., on a total
sales value of £15,618 15s, 6d., although we
have on hand 185 tons for which 1 could get
£47 a ton f.o.b. Brisbane. but which the
Auditor-General in making up his account
has valued at the cost of production. If
we bad sold that arsenic, there would have
been no less. 1 am not complaining about
the Auditor-General’s valuation—it was the
proper thing to do—but that explanation
shows that last year we actually did not
make a loss.

Mr. TayLor: You are supplying it at £10
per ton for local use?

Mr. CostELLo: You are not carrying on
on that basis, pending the new legislation?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes.
We are still supplying orders. We could
import nitric actd and make arsenic pent-
oxide here, but that is a matter for discussion
on the legislation the hon. member for
Carnarvon has mentioned, I think that the
proper thing to do would be to get an
expert to find out whether arsenic pentoxide
is the be-all and end-all of prickly-pear
poisons. .

Mr. PerersoN: Pure arsenic is better.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have
already explained that there has been a
change in the Accounts Branch, and, in fair-
ness to the officers of the department, I want
to say that no reflection whatever can be
cast upon them.

Mr. TavLor: You must not forget that
the Auditor-General says that the delay is
inexcusable and shows neglect.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have
told the hon. member that ihe accountant of
the State Mnerprises Department 1esigned
and the gentleman who was controlling the
mining enterprises happened to be changed
a that time also. The hon. member seems
to think that the accounts of mining enter-
prises and State enterprises generally can
be dealt with in the samc way as the
ordinary accounts of a Government depart-
ment. I am not disputing the accuracy of
the Auditor-General’s report. He has the
right to make that comment, but I have
the right also to give the reasons for the
delay; and no reflection can be cast on the
accountant and the present staff of the
Mines Department.

The Baralaba coalmine produced last vear
38,954 tons cf coal, and used 1,068 tons for
boiler purpeses. The value of that produc-
tlon was £29,514 8s. 10d. and the cost of
production £31,348 6s. 4d. It was paid for

[Hon, A. J. Jones.
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at the rate of 14s. 9d. per ton, and, whilst
our present figures show a loss of £1,833
17s. 6d., there is a discrepancy between the
weights of the Railway Department and
those of the Mines Department—which I
¢laim are correct, the scales having beer
certified to by an inspector of weights and
measures—of 2,274 tons. When we rectify
that mistake, there will be no loss on
Baralaba, although we are selling the coal
at the very low price of 14s. 9d. I think
hon. members will appreciate the fact that

am giving the actual figures and that
there has been no attempt on the part of the
Mines Department or any officer in it to hold
up the accounts. The reference in the
Auditor-General’s ordinary report may create
that impression, but my statement to-day
will be verified by his report on the State-
enterprises when it appears.

The Sftyx River mine, No. 2, is a mine

which the hon. member for Normanby
knows very well. It produced last year 399
tons used for boiler purposes and 21,497

tons of coal sold on railway weights, the
value of which was £25,880 6s. 7d. It cosi
£21,156 1s. 3d. to produce it; showing a
loss of £5,275 14s. 8d. We have further to
take into consideration the fact that the
ruling  selling price in that district is
26s. Td. per ton, and we put the coal into
trucks for the Railway Department at £1
per ton.

Mr. HartiEy : Does that cost cover boring ?

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: No,
but it includes the cost of all the develop-
mental work. The hon. member for Fitzroy
has visited this mine on many occasions, and
he knows the value of the coal and he knows
that the selling price at the Rockhampton.
gas works and other places is 26s. 7d. per
ton, whilst we have been distributing it to
the Railway Department at £1 on trucks,
and we are working in an area which is the
most costly to operate in order to keep up
the production of this valuable coal in the
Central District while we are developing the
mine and sinking a shaft on the big undis-
turbed area.

We have proved that field by a system of
boring for at least 6 miles along the line.
We have proved seams from 4 feet 6 inches
to 10 feet within a depth of 700 feet from
the surface. The present shaft 15 down

nearly 500 feet, and the first

[5 p.m.] seam we shall work will be about

feet 6 inches at a depth of
5380 feet, and one will be sunk deeper to the
10-feet seam at 700 feet. Here we have a
valuable proposition, and we shall produce
valuable coal at much less than £1 per ton.

Myr. Pererson: Did the analysis prove
that it was better than Newcastle coal?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
report from the Australian navy shows that
1t is better than Newcastle coal, and we need’
net go to Westport or any other place to
import coal while we have the Styx River
coal. The Gas Company at Rockhampton
threw out the Newcastle coal and took the
Styx River coal. While the figures show a
loss of £5,275, we have this in our favour,
that, prior to the opening of the Styx coal-
mine, the cost of coal at the Mackay railway
depét and to the nine sugar-mills operating
in that district and to the Marine Depart-
ment was £3 3s. per ton.

Mr. PrrersonN: Your department should
get credit for that.
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
produced it at £1 per ton, the railage was
10s. 9d. per ton to Mackay, and we saved
the sugar industry in the Mackay district
and the Railway Department £1 12s. 3d. on
every ton of fuel that was used. I venture
to say that last year the three State coal-
mines saved the Railway Department nearly
£100,000 in the difference between the price
that it previously paid and the price we sold
the coal at. That is not credited to the
Mines Department. In a few months we
shall be developing our big mine at the
Styx River, and I hope the loading facilities
will be ready.

Hon. W. H. Bsarnes: Is it proper business
to supply to a Government department coal
which costs more than the price charged?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It
means a saving to the Railway Department.
I am not so much concerned about the price
that is charged to the Railway Department,
because, when we are working the undis-
turbed area, we shall reduce the cost of
production considerably, and we shall be
able to sell the coal at about 8 per cent.
above the cost of production.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: Your argument is
that the Railway Department’s returns would
have been £100,000 worse off if they had not
obtained this cheap coal.

Mr. Harrey: No, than they would have
been if private enterprise had been supplying
the coal.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We not
only effected a saving for the Railway
Department, but we effected a saving for
private enterprise in the sugar-mills in the
Mackay district.

Mr. PETErsoN: But for that there would
have been a greater deficit on the railways.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Ves;
but I am more concerned about the dis-
crepancy in the weight. There was a dis-
crepancy of 2,274 tons on 38,000 tons in one
year, which compelled me to show a loss.
I claim that T am entitled to 14s. 9d. per ton
for that coal.

Mry. IIARTLEY: It i1s accounted for by the
slack coal lost in the bad trucks.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
have to pay for its production just the same.

I now come to the Bowen State coalmine.
Last year we produced 363 tons for boiler
purposes and sold 51,367 tons from that mine.
That was during the period from I1st July
to 30th June. The railway to the coalfield
was not completed until September, and the
production to-day is at the rate of about
120,000 tons per year. We are producing
between 400 and 500 tons per day at the
State coalmine at Bowen, and we are supply-
ing the whole of the Townsville and Bowen
railway system with coal from that mine.
The value of the production last year was
£38,969 3s. 11d.

Mr. KeLso: Is the coal sold at less than
the current price?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No. It
is sold at 16s. per ton, which will probably
be the established price.

Mr. PetersoN: What was the Railway
Commissioner paying for coal before?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He
was paying 43s. per ton. At the Townsville
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depét we are saving the Railway Depart-
ment roughly £1 per ton on every ton of
coal used.

Mr. KeLso: Is there a loss on the Bowen
State coalmine?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No;
there was a profit of £5,369 3s. Taking the
coalmine: all round in their developmental
stage, they pan out very nearly equal. Apart
from that, there is the saving to the Rail-
way Department, taking the figures at the
Townsville dep6t, of £51,000, assuming that
we are saving £1 on every ton used. The
amount of wages paid at the Bowen State
coalmine last year was £24,932, at the Styx
River coalmine £25,340, and at the Baralaba
coalmine £25.624. That shows the employ-
ment that has been created at the three
State mines by the expenditure of £75,896
in wages,

Mr. HarTLEY : And we ave also supplying
coal of a higher quality.

Mr. Perersox: I agree with that; but it
has not created any great amount of employ-
nment.

An Opposiriox MEMBER: Is this coal of
higher quality than the Blair Athol coal?

Mr. HARTLEY : Yes.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do
not want to say anvthing detrimental to the
Blair Athol coal, but I want to say that
1 ton of Styx coal will do work that requires
30 cwt. of Blair Athol coal. The Blair
Athol coal is a splendid steaming coal for
railway purposes and splendid coal for export
purposes, because ir is not liable to spon-
tancous combustion, and, as the hon. member
for Leichhardt said, if mixed with Styx
River coal, which is of excellent quality.
and with the Baralaba coal, which is a soft
coal, it will form an cxcellent coal for
export purposes. If a big export frade
developed in the Central district overseas or
with the East., it would be a good idea to
mix thesc three coals for export purposes.

I have no desire to detain the Committee
at very great length, but I was anxious to
put these figures before hon. members. I
think that the leader of the Opposition, and
many other hon. members opposite, who were
very generous in their criticism of the Mines
Department, will appreciate the fact that I
have given all the information with regard
to the enterprises referred to in the Auditor-
General’s report, and the figures will compare
favourably with those contained in the report
on State enterprises when it is tabled. I
have shown that I have no desire to hide
anything in connection with these enterprises.
The coalmines are a valuable asset to the
State. Hon., members opposite may raise the
question as to whether the Government
should engage in coalmining.

There is no interference with private
enterprise in that direction. The Bowen
coalfield was known to the department forty
years ago. It remained for a Labour
Government to come into power to build a
railway line and develop that field, which
promises to be one of the best fields not only
in North Queensland but in Australia.
Queensland is very fortunate in having coal-
fields adjacent to the principal ports along
the seaboard. These coalmines are necessary
for the cstablishment of our great secondary
industries when the time is opportunc.

The hon. members for Burke and Kennedy
made some reference to the Cloncurry field.

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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They said that the smelters at Cloncurry
could be supplied with coal and coke from
the Bowen coalmine. 1 am pleased to have
this opportunity of stating that, although we
have been suffering from a great depression
in the copper industry due to the rapid
slump in the price, the Government could
reduce the costs of copper production at
Cloncurry by £6 per ton by the manufacture
of coke at Bowen. One hon. member stated
that it cost £3 10s. a ton to take coke out
to the Cloncurry field. He made a slip,
because the cost 1s £5 10s. a ton,

Mr. PETERSON: Where from?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: From
the South. As a matter of fact, the freight
charged by shipping companies from Sydney
is less than from Brisbane. It cost the
Government more to take coke manufactured
at Ipswich to the North because of the
absurd shipping rates than to take it from
Szdney.

Mr. PerErsonN: Did not the Government
charter a boat for the purpose?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Ves, the
Government  chartered  the ** Allinga.”
During the war period they were forced to
convey coal and coke to the North so that
the copper companies could continue operat-
ing and supply Britain and her allies with
copper. Tho Government made a profit of
£6,000 on the first year’s charter. They did
not charge the same freight as the shipping
companies, but conveyed coal from Sydney
to Townsville for 2s. 6d. a ton less and coke
for bs. a ton less. The second year showed
& profit on the charter of £5,000. My point
is this, that, if the Cloncurry smelters were
in operation to-day, coke could be made on
the Bowen coalfield, which would enable
them to reduce the cost of copper production
by £6 a ton. Assuming that it takes 3 tons
of coke to smelt 1 ton of blister copper,
there would be a saving of £2 10s. per ton
on every ton of coke landed at Cloncurry.
At Bowen the Government have a splendid
seam of coal, known as the Garrick seam.
It is 8 feet 6 inches in thickness and is a
splendid coking coal. The standard of ash
is 16 per cent., and, unlike the Ipswich and
other coals, there is no necessity to go to
the expense of a washing plant. I called a
conference of the copper companies operating
in the Cloncurry district. Two of the com-
panies were willing to confer with me. They
received the proposition of the Government,
but one of the companies held out and would
not meet the Government or entertain any
such suggestion. I do not know what their
reason was, and I have not found out. I
have discussed this matter with the Premier,
and he said he was prepared to recommend
to the Government that the companies should
be allowed to put up their own coke ovens
and the Government would supply them with
the coal necessary to make the coke, provided
they gave an assurance to the (Government
that they would keep their smelters in opera-
tion. They did not even accept our sugges-
t1on.

Mr. HARTLEY : It shows their bitter intoler-
ance of any suggestion that the Government
may make.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
price of copper during the war was very
high. The Government had to suffer from
the depression in mining and the reduction
in prices just as the private companies had
to suffer.

[Hon. A. J. Jones.
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One hon. member opposite said that the
State should not go on producing copper
when the price was low. The only copper
mine that the Government were working
was at Einasleigh, and that had to be closed
down as it could not be operated profitably.
The only copper produced to-day in Queens-
land is by the State smelter. There is a
little bit of copper recovered that is
associated with the silver-lead ore from the
Mungana, Lady Jane, Constance, and other
mines about Chillagoe. The Government are
not engaged in the copper-mining industry
at the present time. I regret very much
that operations on the Cloncurry fleld are
suspended for the present. It is one of rhe
best, though undeveloped, copper fields in
the world. Its surface has merely been
scratched. Many of the gougers show copper
with percentages as high as 40 per cent. aund
down to 25 per cent. I regret that a smclter

is not working in that district, although
there are three smelters there. Ar hon.
member suggested that the Government
should erect a smelter. The Government

would be very foolish in these days with the
price of copler so low to erect a reverberatory
furnace or a smelting plant which is not up
io date. There is a great pessibility of the
cost of producing copper being brought down
by the introduction of & new process known
a~ the leaching process. But even though the
Government could save £6 a ton cn the fuel
costs, it would be foolish for them to erect a
smelter while smelters are already erccted in
Cloncurry. There is no veason why, when
the amalgamation of the companies Is
effected. costs of production should not be
reduced in other ways than by the reduction
in wages, which has been suggested. These
costs might be reduced by a reduction in
overhead charges and the elimination of
waste. With copper at £80 a ton there
should not be the inactivity that prevails.
I am satisfied that the cost of production can
be reduced by the use of Bowen fuel. It
would be foolish for the Government to erect
smelting works, unless they are built on the
same up-to-date lines as the processes in use
in  other countries. I believe .that the
mineral wealth of Queensland is great, and
that the day is not far distant when, whether
it is done by the State, Commonwealth, or
private enterprise, up-to-date metallurgical
works will be established in North Queens-
land. The power for those works will ve
obtained by harnessing the Barron Falls, and
probably Cairns will be the site for those
works.

If there was anything that would be a
pillar of support to the Northern mining
industry, it would be the up-to-date treatment
of ore. We know that we had to produce
our ore at Cloncurry and Chillagoe and that
during the war time we had to send it to
Port Kembla to be electrolytically refined.
when it was sent again to the North of
Queensland before being sent overseas.

With regard to Chillagoe, some hon. mem-
ber made reference to the Chillagoe opera-
tions. The first year’s operations were during
a period when the prices of metals were not
so lew as they have since been, and they
produced a profit of £1.000. That was very
good, considering the outlay. The plant is
quite different to-day to what it was when
we took over. While we have shown losses
for three years, due to the depression in the
mining industry and due to prices over which
we have no control in Australia, I think we
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did the right thing by keeping the works in
operation and facing a loss rather than closing
down.

Tha leader of the Opposition justified the
subsidy of about £1.000 a week to the
Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company. He
applauded the Government for keeping in
operation the Mount Morgan works—a com-
pany that has paid dividends almost since
1ts inception.

Mryr. Corwpins: Over £8,000,000.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It was
at one time the richest mine in the world,
and it was the third richest in the world up
to the time when the Government came to
its assistance. Yet it is said we wore not
justified in keeping the Chillagoe mines open
and having a loss.  Now, the loss at Chillagoe
has been much less than the subsidy given
by the Government to the Mount Morgan
Company. I am not going to say anything
about my own action. The Mount 3lorgan
subsid¥ was given in the form of a railway
concession, and 1t amounted to £1,000 or
£1,100 a week to keep the men in employ-
ment. Were the same Government not justi-
fied in facing a similar position in Chillagoe
and keeping 1,000 men on the pay list rather
than shut down during the serious period of
depression, which, after all, was the after-
math of the war?

Mr HartLEY: Quite justified.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Before
we purchased Chillagoe there were many
miles of rusty railway lines——

Mr. HARTLEY: A
enterprise.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Dilapi-
dated machinery, broken down machinery,
two cngines that were running only once a
month, aud valuuble orc producrs Iving dor-
mant. A few lonely women were living at
Chillagoe while their husbands were all
over Australia trying to carn money to send
for them and take them away from the
accursed place.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: You are getting quile
poctic.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: To-day
the place is a hive of industry and prosperity,
and we have produced yearly more than
£250,000 in wealth for the country—gold,
silver, and copper. We have a State store
in Chillagoe with prices as cheap as those
obtaining in Queen street, Brisbane. We
have a State butcher’s shop controlled by
the general manager for the Department of
Mines—not by the State Enterprises Depart-
ment—where we sell the cheapest meat in
Queensland. The butcher shop and the store
show a profit, and because there is a slight
loss—I say it is a slight loss compared with
the nature of the industrr and the capital
involved—we hecar a complaint from hon.

monument to private

members oppaosite.  We showed a loss of
£178,000 in three years, and it must be
remembered that over £80,000 of that
amount is interest on the capital expendi-
ture. If we closed down, that interest would

ineur, comparatively, a much greater loss. T
say with the hon. member for Bowen, that
anybody can manage a mine when the going
is good and the prices right, but it takes
courage to manage a mine during a period
of depression.

Mr. VowLes: And it takes noney.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
State would have been worse off had it not
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been for Chillagoe. We faced the situation,
showed a loss, and we are now pulling up.

Mr. MorgaN: You would not have done
that with your own monev.

Mr. HarTiey : It is making the North.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: When
I am able to stand up and say that we have
made a profit and that the loss is now wiped
out, what will hon. members say? Will they
give the Government credit for 187 No—they
will say that the undertaking should be con-
trolled” by private enterprise and the profit
should belong to private enterprise. Private
enterprise made a failure of the undertak-
ing.

Mr. ErpHINSTONE: What about the Bowen
coalmine?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think
the hon. member was out of the Chamber
when T made referencs to the profit on the
coalmine at Bowen and also the great amount
of money that we saved the Railway Depart-
ment during the vear by supplying it with
coal from the State mines. I am satisfied
with our mining enterprises. The arsenic
mine has done good work, and the coalmines
are payable enterprises from any point of
view vou like to take them. Chillagoe has
paid indirectly.

Mr. TavLor: What about Yampi Sound?
You did not tell us about it.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can
quote from previous reports showing that the
revenue of the Chillagoe railway line was
about £200 a vear. It is some thousands a
vear now. That is another aspect to consider.

The hon. member for Windsor interjected,
“ What about Yampi Sound?”’ That was
purchased by this Government for £30,000;
but I remember that the hon. member for
Burnett was called to order for referring to
Yampi Sound, and I am not desirous of
being called to order. {(Laughter.)

Orprosrrion MEewmBERS : Don’t be afraid.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do not
expect differential treatment. (Laughter.)
Hon. W. H. Bsrxgs: You are afraid.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No. I
challenge the hon. member to raise it on
another  vote. The hon. member for
Toowong made some rcference to the pur-
chase of the Mungana mines by the Govern-
ment. For two years since I have been in
this Chamber the hon. member has asked
that question, and I do not need to hear it
quoted from ¢ Hansard.” The Mungana
mines were purchased for £10,000 cash and
£30,000 to be paid by way of royalty as the
ore is taken out of the mine. They were
purchased from the Mungana Mining Com-
pany, Limited, Mr. Fred Reid being the
principal of the company and a prospector
of those mines, which had been deserted by
the previous company.

Mr. MaxXWELL: When they were desertud,
did thexr not go back to the Government?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No. We
had advanced the Mungana Mining Com-
pany, Limited. between £3000 and £4,000,
which was paid back to the Department of
Mines from the £10,000. They did not
receive the £40,000 in cash. The balance
was to be paid on a royalty basis, and we
are still paying it off. I consider that
is one of the best deals that the Govern-
ment have entered into. Mungana is now
cne of our largest producers of silver-
lead ore. Included in that purchase was

Hon., A. J. Jones.]
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tur Lady Jane mine, on which we have
spent some thousands of pounds. We had
to do a lot of renovating and spend a lot

of money In opening the Mun-

[5.30 p.m.] gana mines. Now we have thou-

sands of tons of high-grade ore
ready to take out, and hon. members should
appreciate the fact that there will not need
to be nearly the same expenditure in that
direction this coming year. According to the
last report of the general manager at Chilla-
goe, we have sufficient ore reserves in the
Mungana, Girofla, and Lady Jane mines to
cnable us to keep going for two or three
years, independent of the new find and other
suppliers, and thera would have been no
new find at Chillagoe if we had not pur-
<hased the Chillagoe works.

Mr. TaYLOR: Between the time these people
deserted the mine and you purchased it, had
it not become the property of the Mines
Department ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
Department of Mines never owned Mun-
gana till we purchased it, and it was not part
of the assets of the company from which
we purchased the Chillagoe works.

Mr. MaxwelL: Did they not forfeit the
lease to the Crown?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It was
Crown land, and was taken up from the
warden and held as a claim, and if we had
stepped in and taken that lease from Mr.
Reid and his party hon. members opposite
could justly have accused us of repudiation.

My, MaxweLn: I am not doing that.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member inferred that the Government
purchased the Mungana leases when they
were originally part of the assets of the
company {rom which we purchased the whole
of the Chillagoe worke, mines. and railways.

Mr. MaxwrLL: Did not the people who
formerly owned the “ Girofla” and © Lady
June” mines forfeit the leases, which then
reverted to the Crown?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Not
the original people. The original people

from whom we purchased the Mungana leases
held them from the time they took them up
till we purchased theimn.

Mr. Vowres: Were thev forfeited?

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: Of
course, they were forfeited by previous
owners years before.

Mr. MaxwgLL: They reverted to the Go-
vernment then?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Noj;
they became Crown lands. We had not pur-
-chased Chillagoe then. Mr. Fred Reid held
the Mungana leases before we purchased
Chillagoe.

Mr. MaxwelL: I take it that the Crown
gave the leases to Reid.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If a
lessee finds a valuable lode outside the
areas we have reserved by proclamation, do
you mean to say that, because it is Crown
land, I must step in and acquire the lease?

Mr. MaxweLL: Then the Government
bought the leases back again?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: My
policy in regard to ¢ Nightflower” and
other discoveries at Chillagoe is to reward
the discoverer of these valuable fields, in
accordance with the Act. The hon. member
wants to infer that the Government should

[Hon. A. J. Joncs.
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have taken the Mungana leases, knowing
that they were valuable, and he wishes to
infer that they were part of the original
leases held by the company from whom we
purchased the Chillagoe works. That is not
correct.  Anvhow, the natural inference is
that if a man forfeits a lease it is forfeited
because it is no good. Under the Act, a man
is allowed to surrender a claim and take it
up as a lease.

Mr. Hartiey: Fow long did the Reid
syndicaie own these leases after the Mungana
Company forfeited them?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
Reid syndicate got hold of the Mungana
leases before we purchased Chillagoe

Mr. Harriey: That knocks the argument
of hon. members opposite sky high.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can
tell the Opposition that there has been no
maladministration in the Department of
Mines since I became Minister.

The hoa. member for Enoggera stated that
the production of gold had declined to a
very considerable extent. That is so, but
neither the Minister nor the geologists or
other officers of the department are respons-
ible for that. It is a regrettable fact that
the towns of Gympie and Charters Towers
have gone Lack as gold producers, but there
are other goldfields springing up.

Mr. Kerr: In my electorate there is a big
one,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If the
hon. mewmber looks at the records of the
Department of Mines, he will see that every
genuine prospector who has come along with
a promising show has received assistance,
and the assistance given by the Government
has been of some benefit to the State. T
will not say that there have not been a_ few
cases where it has been abused. We have
always hid that. but I contend that it is a
aood thing to give this assistance. If men
are willing to go out and search for the
lztent wealth, and probably bring much
revenue to the State, we should encourage
them to do so, and have a better class of
men than those who want to hang round the
city and not work. T say that without fear
of offending anybody. This class of man
should be encouraged, and we would not havo
discovered these two silver-lead fields to-day,
which promise to be such valuable wealth-
producers, had it not been for the assistance
given by the Mines Department when the
copper denvession existed in the Cloncurry
district. By granting assistance and by mak-
ing advances to the miners against their ore
until they could get it sold, the Government
have kept a good many gougers in that dis-
trict until at last they have discovered what
promises fo be onc of the best silver-lead
fields in Australia.

Mr. TavyLor: Another optimistic statement.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I wish
Mr. Saint-Smith was standing in my place
and describing this great field in the Clon-
curry distriet.

Mr. VowLes: Are vou a mining expert or
a geologist

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
neither, and in spite of what hon. members
may say regarding my optimism, I never
made any statement about the Cloncurry
silver-lead show or the Chillagoe show being
cqual to Broken Hill. I never passed any
opinjon about it. I kunow too much .about
the mining industry to pass an opinioh
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That opinion was expressed in a report from
Mr. Goddard that I handed to the Press,
and it was credited to me, and, unfortu-
nately, I have to carry it.

Mr. KerR: Do you contradict it?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I did
not contradies it. I know too much about
the mining industry to pass any opinion
about the mine, and any opinion I expressed
tc the Press was an opinion from the experts
of the department—from the geologists or
from Mr. Goddard, who kuows all about it.
He went out and visited the field; and in
passing T want to say that his appointment
as general manager of Chillagoe was the best
appointment the Government ever made.
‘The fact remains that we kept the gougers
going in Cloncurry, and thus gave them an
opportunity of discovering, as they have dis-
covered, a very rich lode. I want to say, on
behalf of the gougers of Cloncurry, that
{hose miners are an honest body of men.
I have had some sad cases brought under
my notice. During the 1918 depression, 1
think w.o advanced hetween £2,000 and
£3.000 to pgougers. There was one case
where a man had paid £16, and owed the
Government £42, which had been advanced
against his orve. This man died, and his
widow thought she had to pay the debt. She
cent, £10 or £12 down, and applied for o
longer period to pay the balance.

Hon. W. H. Birxes: I hope you sernt it
Lack to her. ’

_ The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I was
just going to say ihat I hoped no one would
objeet to my having sent it back to her.
We sent it back and wiped out the debt.
I believe that the adoption of the system of
paying £1 10s. a week to single men—which
is not a wage but an encouragement ic go
out and prospect—and £2 a week to mayried
men, is a good thing. I believe it would be
a good thing to form prospecting perties
under the charge of a geologist or a com-
petent miner. There is much mineral wealth
not only in North Queensland bub in South
Qneensland. We have areas in the South
which have not been scratched. Speaking
broadly on the mining indusiry, in my
opinion we have discovered sufficient mineral
wealth to go on with for many years. The
thing that is wrong with the mining industry
to-day is not so much not having mineral
wealth discovered as the method of treatment

of ore. It is all a matter of treatment.

Mr. Harteey: And the control of com-
panies.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes,
and the control of companies also. We want

to reduce the cost of production in the miring
industry. I am in favour of reducing the
cort of production in every way rather than
reducing wages.

Mr. Connins: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
have forty men and over on the pavsheet of
the State arsenic mine. We pay 5s. 6d. a
cuy 1more than our neighbours at Sun-
down, some distance away, and the
miners deserve it.  Anyone who has had
any experience underground will never
begrudge "a miner the highest rate of
wages paid in the State. He sticks a long
time to his job in most cases. He often
suffers from miners’ phthisis, and is subject
to the dangers which miners are exposed to
in regard to explosions in coalmines and
accidents in other wayvs. We should try to
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oblain control of metal prices in Australia,
and also to reduce the cost of production
That can be done by the elimination of
waste and the reduction of overhead charges,
and the chief things we vequire to do that i
up-to-date plant. No one thinks of estab-
lishing any plant—especially in the copper
industry—unless 1t is on very up-to-date
lines. Another thing that is wrong is that
the American copper ring controls the price
of the product. Although we use a lct of
copper in Australia—we electrically refine
it and have got all the skill necessary to
extract the most minute specks of copper
from the most refractory and complex ores—
we have no control over the price. We have
all the skill in Australia, but there we stop.
Wo do not attempt to manufacture our pro-
duct in our own country, and are subject to
the oversea price.

Mr. Prrerson: We have not got enough
protection.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is
a matter for the Federal Government. The
hon. member’s interjection reminds me that
the Federal Government during the war,
when we had an opportunity to get big
prices for copper, kept the industry back.
Under Mr. Hughes's Government we were
forced to accept the lowest price paid in any
part of the British Dominions, although the
vrice of copper was fairly high. For molyb-
Jdenite, of which we produced more than half
the world’s production during the war period,
and which was used for the hardening of
steel and the making of high-speed steel
during the war, we were forced to take
£595 per fon from Great Britain, while
C'anada got beiween £1,100 and £1,200 a
ton. Mr. Hughes placed an embargo on the
meterial. When we were operating in Chilla-
goe we were forced to sell our copper through
the Copper Producers’ Association, an out-
side body created by the Commonwealth Go-
vernment. We were forced to send all our
copper down to Port Kembla because of the
embargo imposed by Mr. Hughes, under
which nothing but refined copper must leave
Australian shores. We were just as desirous
of sending copper to (Great Britain as was
Mr. Hughes. That kept the metal industry
back for a considerable number of years.

An Oppositiox MeuseR: All the companies
were subject to the same cmbargo.

Mr. HarTLEY : No; they got a lighor price
for their copper.

1he SECRETARY FOR -MINES: Ail
the companics had to do this, and the hon.
raember, strange to say, could not fird one
copper company producing in Australia which
wgreed with the act of William Morris
Hughes. The great Mount Elliott Company
in Clonecurry, carly in the war, placed a
little copper refinery at Bowen because of
the embargo which had been placed on the
industry by Mr. Hughes, in order shat they
might ‘gei a bigger price. They did not
refine any copper at Bowen, as the horn.
rmember knows. They were forced, as werc
all copper companies, to come under the
Clopper Producers’ Association. I have fo
admit that the Copper Producers’ Associa-
tion, formed by Mr. Hughes when he was
Drime Ministor, was powerful enough to make
the Government of Queensland come under
it also. The new Federal Prime Minister
has removed that embargo, and we get ‘.{:37 a
ton more for our copper by sending it direct
from Cairns. When we produce an article
in North Queensland we should have the

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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right to send it direct to England from a
port in the State, and not from a port down
South and through any particular company.

The hon. member for Normanby referrod
to the syndicate formed on the Palmer for
deep sinking. Owing to the high cost of
living up theve, the Governminent also
arranged with the syndicate to pay @ share
of the expense involved, when it exceeded a
certain amount. I thought that it was a fair
thing to pay our share of the expense. There
were three men in the syndicate, and unfor-
tunately two of them died. They were pre-
ared—and their executors are preparcd—
to spend so much money in sinking a shaft
to develop the Palmer reefs. That under-
taking was taken on by mgyself on the
strength of Dr. Jack’s report. I elaim that
Dr. Jack was perfectly correet in his report.

Mr. HaRTLEY : (cologists sometimes mako
mistakes.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Geolo-
gists probably do make misiakes. He who
never makes mistakes never makes anything.
Dr. Jack considered that, as the Palmer
had produced so much gold, and the gold
existed down to about 100 feet where the
sandstone was encountered and the reefs
remained although the gold had gone out,
we might come into different strata if we
pierced the sandstone and gold would be
found again underneath in the slate. That
has been proved by boring operations, and
I hope to prove it further by sinking a shaft.
The syndicate are prepared to go on, and
we are hoping that we may yet revive the
Palmer goldfield. Hon. members may say
that it is speculation, but mining is neces-
sarily speculative, except coalmining in which
it is easy to prove seams by boring. Mining
is not as certaln as some other industries;
no man can see very far underground. There
is no man in Queensland who recognises the
speculative nature of the industry more than

do. I have tried, and I believe I have
been successful, in encouraging mining to
some extent, and next session, if I am here
—and I hope I shall he here—I intend to
introduce an amendment of the Mining Acts
which will enable us to overcome some of
the difficulties and meet the suggestions
which have been offered to-day, for which I
am thankful.

Hon. W. H. BarnNes: Do you believe in
mining on private property?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think
we should have mining on vrivate property,
so long as we make adequate compensation,
on the principle that, if there is a greater
wealth 1n the ground than on the surface,
the latter should give way to the former.
The newspapers—the ‘¢ Courier’” in parti-
cular—have described me as a * smiling
optimist.”” I much prefer to be called that
to being called a pessimist, because, if
anything is keeping Australia back, it is
the pessimistic cries of some of our public
men, not onlv in Queensland but throughout
Australia.  Hon., members opposite waould
lead people to think that T am so optimistic
that, when a man comes to me with a
bottle of oil, I regard it as a great oilfield
and when a man comes to me with a little
specimen of gold T talk about a future gold-
field. That is wrong, and a great many
men who come in with a little worn-out speci-
men go out with quite a different opinion
of the Minister from that of hon. members
cpposite. I have no sympathy with the
equandering of public funds in that way.

[Hon. 4. J. Jones.
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If anybody is desirous of going out pros-
pecting, I assist him to the limit of the funds
placed at my disposal, and we have spent
quite a lot of money in that way. But 1
deny that I have no regard for the public
funds and that I would pay away public
money when I would not pay away my own.
That is an unfair comparison, because I have
no money of my own and never shall have.
After leaving a very good position I worked
for £2 10s. a week and put £1 a week inte
a show in the hope of getting something
out of it; and, if it had developed well, 1
would have been entitled to something for
my hard-earned £1 a week. I have worked
my own show for three months for a return
of about 10s. Nobody realises more than
I the speculative nature of the mining
industry, and I am just as careful of public
funds as a man can be. I have no desire to
mismanage them or see any of the money
with which I am charged in the adminis-
tration of my department misused.

HoxovRABLE MEuBERS : Hear, hear!
Question put and passed.

IN AID OF MINING.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I move—

“That £16,600 be granted ‘ In Aid of
Mining.” >’

Last year the vote was £19,500, but we did
not spend all of it. Last year the vote for
prospecting was £13,000 and this year we
provide $£10,000. The vote for * Deep
Sinking’’ is £5.000, as last year, but the
vote for ‘“ Roads and Bridges to Gold and
Mineral Fields and Water Supply” is
reduced from £1,500 to £1,000. The reason
is that we have now a Main Roads Board
in Queensland, and many main roads lead
to mining centres. so that the expenditure
of the Mines Department jis relieved to that
extent. I believe that roads should all be
under one department. The remainder of
the item is still required, because we have
cases where it is necessary to get water
quickly. In such a case. where there are a
good many miners, I have wired urgent
instructions to spend £150 to make a well,
so that they will be able to carry on
operations.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I do
not wish to delay the vote unduly, but I
would like the Minister to tell the Com-

mittce how much was spent last

[7 p.m.] year in connection with prospect-

ing. I notice that last year
£13.000 was put down, and this year the vote
in £3,000 less. I assume that the explana-
tion is that, as the full amount was not
utilised last year, the Minister does not
expect to spend so much this year. The
Minister made reference to the fact that he
believed in assisting those who go out pros-
pecting.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A J. Jones, Paddington): The amount set
down for prospecting last year was £13,000.

Hon. W. H. BarNes: What amount was
spent ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have
my figures here, but they have not been
totalled up. I know that about £10,000 was
spent on deep sinking. which is provided in
another vote. That vote was excecded, and

(Homn.
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we got permission from the Treasury to
rransfer part of the money to that vote from
this vote.

Hon. W. H. BarNus: As a matter of fact
the whole amount was really appropriated on
this vote for prospecting purposes and deep
sinking ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes.
The total amount of £13,000 was not spent
on prospecting alone.

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarven): I would
also like some information regarding this
vote. In view of the fact that the mining
industry has slumped and there is very
little prospect of the industry being revived
on the old fields, one of the best things to do
is to encourage the prospector. The Mines
Department and the Minister have been very
liberal indeed in connection with supporting
prospectors when recommendations have been
made. I find that the prospectors in the
country are following other occupations,
probably because they have lost heart in the
mining industry. I think one reason why
the full amount in this vote was not utilised
is because no bonad fide prospectors can be
found in the country. I would like to sce
the vote very much more liberal than it is
now, and I would like the Minister to carry
out his suggestion to have prospecting parties
under geologists or persons of authority from
his department, so that the wvote could be
expended to the best advantage. When a
prospector gets the backing from the Mines
Department for three or four months or per-
haps longer, we have to rely entirely on his
honour. The department makes no attempt
to see that he gives full return for the money
that he obtains. The money is voted in small
amounts.

Mr. Bruce: The Minister takes care that
the vote is not over-expended.

Mr. COSTELLO: The Government should
encourage prospecting on a more systematio
scale. I appreciate this vote, and I am
sorry it is not a great deal more. There
is a vote for ‘“ Roads and Bridges to Gold
and Mineral Fields and Water Supply,
£1,000.” The Minister will probably guess
that I am now about to make a request in
respect to the Sundown arsenic mine. At the
present time arsenic which is second to
none in  the Commonwealth is _being
obtained in the Stanthorpe district. Excep-
tionally fine ore is now being obtained at
the Jibbenbar and Sundown mines. We are
looking forward with great hope to the
important part that these mines will play in
the eradication of prickly-pear. There has
been a good deal of activity displayed in
working the Sundown mine. The cre has
to be carted from the Sundown mine over
18_miles of rough road to the Ballandean
siding. It costs £2 10s. a ton to cart the
ore. That enhances the cost of treating the
ore, and makes the arsenic cost twice as
much as it would if there was a better road
there. I ask the Minister whether he will
consider a request to make a grant from
the vote for roads and bridges to assist the
companies to make the road more trafficable.
I suggest that the grant should be on_the
basis of £1 for £1. A request in that direc-
tion was made to me recently. The opinion
was held that, as the Sundown mine was
competing with the State arsenic mine, the
Minister might not give a sympathetic hear-
ing to the request. I asked the companies
at Sundown if they were sincere in making
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the request to the Minister, as I was sure
the hon. gentleman would assist in_every
way to develop the arsenic mines 1in the
Stanthorpe district. There is a great oppor-
tanity of tinding a satisfactory market for
the arsenic in the world’s markets.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): 1 now have the
figures which the hon. member for Wynnum
asked for. The vote for prospecting last
vear was $£13,000, and of this amount
£8,772 was spent.

Hon. W. H. BarnNes: Then you had a sur-
plus of over £4,0007

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes.
Of course £10,0600 goes a long way in alding
prospecting by grants of 30s. or £2 a
week. The department in very deserving
and necessitous cases have made grants of
30s. and £2 a week, Every genuine case 11
Queensland has been met—I do not say that
we have not turned a few down.

Mr. Costerro: That shows the difficulty of
getting genuine prospectors.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That
is so. The vote for *“ Roads and Bridges to
Goid and Mineral Fields and Water Supply”’
last vear was £1,500, and of this amount
£1,350 was spent. An amount of £5,600 was
made available last year for loans for deep
sinking, and £4,958 was spent. The amount
now placed on the Estimates is greater than
the amount expended last year and will
probably meet the case. With regard to the
remarks of the hon. member for Carnarvon,
I want to say that there has been an appli-
cation on behalf of the Sundown mine since
we have been operating Jibbenbar. 1 think
I granted £500 altogether—I know that one
grant was for £250. T do not take a
narrow view of the case because these people
are operating an arsenic mine. The arsenic
from Sundown, by the way, was of lower
value than the State mine arsenic.

Mr. CosTeLLo : That grant was made some
time ago.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes.
Towards the end of the financial ycar my
road grant was exhausted, therefore the later
application had to be refused. T can assure
the hon. gentleman that I have not taken a
nparrow view.

\r. CostELLo: I am sure of that.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have

tried to cncourage the mining industry, no
matter what kind of operations were carried
on.

Question put and passed.

MINING FIELDS.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move—
“ That £29,573 be granted for ¢ Mining
Fields.”

This amount includes the Geological Survey
Office.  As far as that branch is concerned,
1 rather regret the opinion e;pressed here
o few nights ago that the geologists of Queens-
land have very little to do. It has been stated
during this debate that we have severed Dr.
Jensen’s connection with the Mines Depart-
ment. Dr. Jensen resigned his positlon, bus
that position was available if he had cared to
take it again; but he never accepted other

Hon., A. J. Jones.]
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than an appointment as temporary geologist.
I must admit that he is a gentleman of great
scientific knowledge and full of energy, and
that he does not sparc himself in field work
as others do. I notice by to-day’s paper
that he has been appointed consulting geolo-
gist to an oil company who intend to take up
an area and prospect for oil in this State.
I suppose the appointment comes as the
result of the passage of the recent oil legisla-
tion.

Regarding the geologists of the State, men-
tion was made of Mr. Saint-Smith by the
hon. member for Fitzroy in refutation of the
statement that the geologists are not assist-
ing the mining industry. $Since I have been
in the Department of Mines, 1 prefer to rely
on scientific investigation for the development
of not only our oil but of our mineral fields
rather than any other methods. Some people
may favour the divining rod to find minerals,
but I think it is my duty as Secretary for
Mines not to encourage any other than
scientific investigations in this respect. We
have a staff of geologists in Queensland second
to none in Australia. The Deputy Chief
(teologist is a most able man. and one of the
most: careful geologists in this State. By no
stretch of the imagination can he be described
as being too optimistic or too sanguine, and
he gives very safe opinions on mining matters.
The other geologists never spare themselves
in their work, and I regret the hon. member
for Cooroora is not here to-night. because he
made the statement that the geologists of
Queensland were not doing good work. I
was surprised to hear that from an_ hon.
member who has a good knowledge of mining.
The geologists of this State have saved inves.
tors hundreds of thousands of pounds by their
scientific knowledge. From the Chief ‘Geolo-
gist down to the iunior assistant in the offic
they are ever ready with their advice, and I
think this branch of the scrvice deserves
every encouragement. The fact that Dr.
Jensen has accepted a position with a private
company as an oil geologist is proof positive
of the fact that he 1s a very capable scientific
man. We should make the Department of
Mines attractive to geologists rather than
that they should scelk work with private
companies, as in the department they have
a wider sphere for scientific investigations.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): 1 would lxl\_e to
draw attention to the difference in the
amounts appropriated for the various dl%tl‘lCtS
for ¢ Wardens, Mining Registrars, etc.”” The
amownt for Charters Towers is £2,500, for
Chillagos £745, for Clermont £995, for Clom
curry £1,235, for Cooktown £752. for {'roy-
don ~£430, for Georgetown £744, and so on.
Judging from the report of the Department
of Mines, in some of these districts mining is
going back steadily, vet the same expenditure
seems to be incurrod. The amount asked for
in connoction with Charters Towers is £2,500,
vet in the annual report of the depaltment
Mr. Linedale, the warden at Charters Towers,
speaking of that district, says—

‘At all centres, with onc exception,
mining activity continued to decline,
resulting in a shunl\age in output hoth
of gold and industrial metals. The high
prices of all mining requisites w hich have
ruled throughout the past five or six years
have militated against the industry.”

Further on, the report says—

“ Tin mining has been almost entirely
neglected. No mining was carried on at
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Rishton or on any of the provisional gold-
fields, but it is probable that Lucky Creek
will be given a further trial.”

Later on 1t savs—

“The collections at his office during
the vear totalled £22,704 11s. 8d., of which
sum an amount of £3,000 19s. 5d. was
received as warden’s collections; a de-
creasc for the latter office when compared
with the takings for 1921, of £459 3s. 9d.”

It has struck me in looking at the amounts
put down for the various districts that it
would be well if the Minister could arrange
for some economies to be effected in connec-
tion with this matter. PPerhaps the rernoval
of some of these officers could be arranged—
I do i i i to fields
where there is likely to be more activity in
mining operations. It seems to me that there
is going to be a fair amount of activity at
Chillagoe in connection with mining. 1 find
that there is an amount set down a little
later on for the assay office at Cloncurry.
[ would like to know from the Minister
whether the officer there at the present time
is needed or whether he cannot be traps-
ferred to some other field which is showing
more activity. Matters seem to be at a low
ebb at that centre. Probably somcthing
might be done to rearrange matters in dif-
ferent localities and get better service for the
money we are spendlng at the present time.
I am speaking of places where there is an
actual decline in mining and there does not
seem to be any immediate prospect of any
improvement.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Wearwick): I would
like to put in a claim for some atteution to
be given to the Warwick district, which I
suppose iz one of the oldest mining districts
in the State DPrior to the breaking out of
the Gympie field, there were many places
where gold was found in the Warwick dis-
trict, amongst which T might mention
Pratlen. I know thal a great many years
ago a former member for Warwick, the late
Mr. Jacob Horwitz, found gold in various
localities around War“lck The department
rendered very signal and gratifying service
in reporting on what appeared to Do the
discovery of a silver lode some time ago.
Ceriainly nothing eventuated, butl the de-
partment did its level best, and the efforts
made in that direction by the depaltm(m.
were very highly appreciated.  Some dis-
coveries of copper have lately been made.
Without being able to say anytning
definitely with regard to-the success or other-
wise of those discov cries, the reports coming
to hand show that the indications at a place
catled Lucky Valley are not at all unfavour-
able. The configuration of the Warwick dis-
{riet, T am sure, will indicate to the geologist
that it is a most likely place for minerals to
be found. I would put in a strong claim
for consideration in regard to a rreologlca
survey being made of the Warwick district.
1 have had some conversation with the Min-
ister with regard to oil. The indications
are eufﬁmcnt to warrant some investigation
being made, and I earnestly submit this
niatter to the consideration of the Minister.
I might mention that Dr. Jensen reported
that the oil-bearing country in Southern
Queensland would be comprised within a
line drawn from Beaudesert to Warwick and
Killarney, and so on right away to Roma.
Many years ago the son of the late Mr.
Giibson assured me that oil had been found
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in the district, although he never told me in
what particalar part it was found. Mr.
Gibson passed away, and only some soakage
of oil has since been found. The attention
of the scientific side of the service should be
directed to any place where there is a pos-
sibility of making good discoveries, and T
think that in the expeunditure of public money
we should look to other localities than thoss
which have so far been favoured by the
department. I urge on the sympathetic con-
sideration of the Minister the desirableness
of making a general survey of the Warwick
district.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): The hon,
raember for Cooroora has been criticised for
some remarks which he made the other dav
indicating that he did not place much reli-
ance on geologists or experts. Probably in
the past we have had expertls, so-called, and
experience of men like that may set a man
against them by general analogy. But I
want to draw the attention of the Minister
to the fact that the hon. member for
Cooroora made very flattering references to
Dr. Jensen and, as a business man, during
his term as chairman of the co-operative
company which controls the Murarrie Bacon
Factory. he was the very man who brought
into the undertaking experts who made it a
very great success. I want to compliment
the Minister upon taking notice of his
experts. I believe that we are living in a
time of experts, and that they are going to
make the mining industry.

Mr. Hartiey: That is why we are over
here.
Mr. WARREN: The hon. member for

Fitzroy has made a point there—the first one
he has made to-day. I do not think we
have enough scientific investigation, and I
do not think we are prepared to offer a
salary that will bring the very best men
into our mining or agricultural departments.
I have too much common sense to wish to
pay high salaries, but I have sufficient busi-
ness acumen in my composition to wish to
get the very best men for these important
positions, and I am prepared to pav a good
salary to get the very best, I believe that
in the Department of Agriculture we have
lost good men because we were not pre-
pared to pay them properly, and I am afraid
1t is just the same 1n the Mines Department,
I compliment the Minister on his declared
intention of being guided by the experts of
his department.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): 1 forgot
to make reference in my previous remarks
to the discovery which has been made in
Lucky Valley. I understand that a geologist
has been sent to report upon it, and I want
to mention the fact to show that the people
are alive to what is going on. It should
impress on the department the desirableness
of expediting a geological survey of the
Warwick district.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, LPaddington): Wit reference to
the point which has been raised as to the
number of officers at Charters Towers—I
would like to point out that these officers
are rot only doing Mines Department work.
They also do work for the Department of
Justice. The warden, for instance, is also
police magistrate. In CGympie the warden
15 an officer of the Mines Department, and
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is also the pelice magistrate for the district,
and he is paid by the Mines Department.

There 1s quite a lot of work to
[7.30 p.m.] be done in Charters Towers.

The mineral field is very large,
extending down to Ravenswood, and the
officers there have outside work and Justice
Department work to do. The work is not
confined to that of the Mines Department.
It would Le unwise to transfer those officers
to another department. The Cloncurry assay
office 1s a very valuable one. The assayer
is one of the best officers in Australia. Never
since I have been in the department have
his assays been questioned. 1 know many
instances in which companies have been pre-
pared to accept his assays without question.
He is of great assistance and does valuable
work in assaying all ores for Chillagoe and
the ore brought in by the gougers. This
office is helping to keep the Cloncurry field
going, and without it the gougers could not
possibly keep on. I have to thank hon.
members for their appreciation of what has
been done and for their criticism, although
sometimes it has been a little unfavourabte.
I am fully indebted to the loyalty of the staft
of the Mines Department for the invaluable
service they render me as Secretary for
Mines and to the State.

Mr. G. P. Barnes: What about the mining
field around Warwick ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There
is a good deal in what the hon. gentleman has
stated. The country round there is aurifer-
ous, and quite a lot of gold was found in the
early days round Thane’s Creek and Lucky
Valley. An application was received from
that district for a boring plant to test a
certain- field. I am not in favour ol using
a diamond drill for boring for gold reefs.
The drill is a splendid method for prospecting
coal areas, because coal scams generally run
horizontally, whereas metalliferous reefs are
generally vertical, and a person mayv miss
a very rich gold reef with a diamond drill.
I only favour the use of the diamond drill
as a method for prospecting in coal areas
where there are very big lodes like at
Chillagoe, where the lodes are sometimes 20
to 30 feet wide, and have already been dis-
covered and have proved their extent. In
the case of the Palmer goldfield the strata
were proved. There we were boring for the
strata, and we were able to prove them.
The same was done in Gympie. We did not
there bore for a reef, but we carried out
boring operations for the strata. If we
vielded to an application for the use of a
diamond drill on little fields boring for reefs,
1 am afraid that our action would not be
backed up by geological opinion. I have
been advised, and it is my personal opinion.,
that it would be unwise to do so. We have
three or four plants prospecting in Queens-
land, especially for coal, and we have proved
our fields. By boring we were able to
estimate the tons of coal per acre on the
Styx River field, the Baralaba field, and the
Bowen field. Boring for reefs would be
unsound. I am pleased with the remarks of
the hon. member for Warwick, and I can
bear out what he says about the auriferous
country around those parts.

Mr. G. P. Barxes: I wish you would send
a man to make a geological survey.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I

promise any hon. member in this House that.

Hon. A, J. Jones.]
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if he approaches me for the services of a
geologist, the department will be only too
glad to send out a geologist to report.

Question put and passed.

STATE MINING OPERATIONS.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Puddington): I beg to move—

“That £10,550 be granted for ° State
Mining Operations.” ”’

The amount set down last year for the
State battery at Bamford was £250, and it
is the samc this year. I am sorry to say
that that is only to cover caretaker’s wages
and the necessary money to keep the battery
in order. There is an amount of £800 set
down for the Charters Towers battery. That
battery was purchased for the small sum of
£2.000 rather than allow that field to be left
without a battery. I make no apology for
doing that, because I know that a good
many hundreds of tons of ore have been
crushed. The hon. member for Queenton will
bear me out in that. A fair amount of coal
has been used, and some men have been kept
in work. One year we showed a slight profit,
but this year there is a loss of something
under £300.

Mr. TavLor: Is that the only battery there?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There
is Clark’s battery there now, and they will
crush their own stone. Fancy being able to
obtain a battery for £2,000 when one could
not be erected under £40,000 to £50,000!
It is just as well to keep one battery in case
ore is required to be crushed. Last year the
amount of £4,000 was set down for boring
for petroleum at Roma, but this year there
is no expenditure in that direction as some-
one clse is doing the boring work. An
amount of £6.500 is set down for Govern-
ment drilling operations, which is the same
as the amount set down last year. I claim
that the drilling plants do good work, especi-
ally on coalfields. We have three in opera-
tion now. The difference between the £10,550
set down this vear and the £15,550 set down
last year is accounted for by the fact that this
vear there is no expenditure for boring for
petroleum at Roma. The bore has been
taken over as a water supply for the Rail-
way Department. That bore cost £36,000,
spread over a period of about seven years,
and I claim that it has given us a lot of
knowledge useful in connection with the dis-
covery of oil in Australia. It has given us
a considerable amount of geological informa-
tion, and 1t has encouraged other persons to
expend a certain amount of money in that
area.

Question put and passed.

“‘ QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT MINING JOURNAL.”
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move—

“ That £1,843 be granted for ¢ Queens-
land Government Mining Journal.” ”

The ‘‘ Queensland Government Mining
Journal” is recognised not only in Australia
but throughout the mining industry of the
wworld as one of the leading mining journals.
'The exchanges from Americy and other coun-
trics prove that assertion., It is very often
quoted in the mining journals in America
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and Canada. The exchange of the ¢ Journal’”
with other journals in various other countries
is invaluable. The editor is Mr. Chester
Reynolds. His predecessor, Mr. Morley,
raised the journal to a very high standard.
It was regarded as a splendid journal under
his editorship. It has not suffered in any
way since Mr. Morley handed over the
cditorship to Mr. Chester Reynolds. I have
a copy of the last “ Journal,” and anyone
interested in the mining industry must admit
that every page of it is worth reading I
wish to pay a tribute to the new editor, who.
though he has not been with us very long, is
keeping the *‘ Journal” up to its previous
high standard and gives evidence that it is
not likely to lose any of its value.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowcen): 1 congratulate
the Minister on the improved setting up of the
“Journal” under the editorship of Mr. Chester
Reynolds. I quite agrce with the Minister
that it is a very useful production. As the
hon. gentleman has said, it is recognised in
all mining centres throughout the world. 1
want to see it circulated more in our mining
centres, and I suggest that it be madas free
to all mining centres who apply for it.

Mr. Kerr: You want ‘ Hansard” to be
made free too?
Mr., COLLINS: If the secrctaries of the

various branches of the Australian Workers’
Union or the Australian Federation of Mine
Workers ask that the ‘“ Journal” be seut to
them, the request should be compliad with,
as it contains very useful matter. It is useful
to people outside and within the Common-
wealth, as it generally contains all the
geological reports, which I do not think hon.
moembers opposite read too much.

Mr. TavLor: They do.

Mr. COLLINS: T am glad to- hear that.
I read them myself, and have been reading
them ever since the * Journal” was first
published. It is a very useful publication.

Question put and passed.

DEePARTMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS.

CHIEF OFFICE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{(Hon. W. MecCormack, Cairns): I beg to
move—

“ That £54.517 be granted for ¢ Depart-
ment of Public Lands—Chief Office.””

This vote shows a decrease of £1,361 com-
pared with the vote for last year. There
have been some slight increases of salaries,
and some decreases in the ¢ Miscellaneous
Branch.” There has been so much land
legislation this session that I expect the Esti-
mates of this department will have a rapid
progress through the Committce. We have
discussed land matters practically from A to
7 during this session, so I will content myself
with formally moving the vote.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): As the Minister

has said, we have had a considerable amount
of land legislation during the present session.

The SECRETARY For PusLic LaNDs: Unfor-
tunately it is not finished yet.

Mr. TAYLOR: No, it is not finished vet,
and some quite new principles have been
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introduced in a number of the measures that
we have discussed. The Minister is very
sanguine and hopeful, as he naturally should
be, that the now Bills will be successful and
will meet with the approval of those who are
acquiring land in the State. I hope that his
wishes in that direction will be realiseqa.
During the passage of some of those measures
the Opposition made certain suggestions and
brought forward some amendments which
they believed would improve them, but the
Minister did not see eye to eye with us and
would not accept them.

I want to draw the attention of the hon.
gentleman  to land settlement generally.
The report of the Lands Department for
1922 is not yet ready; it does not usually
come out until fairly late in October. If we
take the seven-year period from 1908 to 1914,
we  find that the total arvea sclected in
Queensland was 10,240,214 acres. The total
area selected for the seven-year period from
1915 to 1921 fell to 4,816,417 acres. That is a
decrease for the past seven years as com-
pared with the previous seven-year period of
5,423,797 acres, or a decrcase of 53 per cent.
The average arca selected per annum from
1908-14 swas 1,402,888 acres, and the average
area sclected per annum for the 1981521
period was 688,060 acres, or an average
decrease per annum of 774,828 acres. I quite
realise that during that period the grcat war
was on and that it lasted for four years. I
also realise that for a year or two after the
war things did not settle quite down to
normal again. At the same time the
decrease in land selection is so serious that
the Government might well consider whether
their policy is the best policy or not.

The SecrReTarY FOr PuBLic LanDs: Those
figures are very misleading. You want 1o
consider the reports to find out wbat they
mean. In some years some big selections
might be taken up which would give an
enormous acreage. We have to consider the
number of settlers.

Mr. TAYLOR: The population of Queens-
land in 1914 was 676,707 persons, and in 1922
it had increased to 790,522, or an increase of
17 per cent., as against a decrease in land
settlement of 53 per cent. The population of
the State has grown very considerably during
the period in which we are faced with this
falling off in land selection. One of the
reasons probably for this decrease in land
selection is the policy of the Government.
That policy is the total abolition of the free-
hold tenure and the substitution of the per
petual leasehold tenure, If T am informed
correctly, in New Zealand there is no reap-
praisement of rentals under their perpetual
leasehold tenure. That may be one reason
why people do not like to take up land under
the perpetual leaschold tenure in this Statc.
Notwithstanding what hon. members on the
Government side may say, I still think that
it is an incentive to a man to take up land
if he has the knowledge that at some future
time the farm that he is working is going to
be his own. 1 certainly think that it is a
stimulus to the man to put more energy into
that farm than it is if he knows that at
certain periods he is going to have his rental
reappraised. and that cven after thirty or
forty vears the land will not be his. I
think that freehold tenure is an incentive to
men to put in their very best in working
their farms and making them a success. We

[19 OcTOBER.]

Supply. 1805

all know this, and the Minister knows quite
well that it is easier for a man to raise
money on a freehold than on a leasehold pro-
perty.  You have something tangible and
real in a freehold on which to advance
money. I do not think that the land policy
of the Labour Government commends itself
to the community generally. Certainiy therw
may be some instances where perpetual lease-
hold is preferable to freechold, but. by and
large, I do not think it is going to tend to

the successful increase of our settlemer*
throughout the State.
At 751 p.m.,

Mr. . A. Coorer (Bremer), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen. relieved ths
Chairman in the chair.

“Mr. Duxstax: There are sottlers in the
Widgee arca who prefer perpetual leasehold
to freehold

Mr. TAYLOR : It is quite probable that a
rnumber of people were asked to take up
Isnd that was over-capitalised, and they
feund a difficulty, on account of adverse
scasons and one thing and another, in mak-
ing the land pay.

With regard to resumptions, notices have
been sent out by the department that they
intend to resume certain lands. I think the
Minister should exercise great care to [ind
out exactly what is being derived in the way
of income from those lands at the present
time, and what will be derived after the
resumptions have been made. If the resump-
tions arc going to result in less productivity
and money coming into the State, I do not
think they will work out in the very best
interests of Queensland. It is very easy to
talk about closer settlement and resumption
of land. I believe in closer settlement, but
1 tnink that we should satisfy ourselves that
those resumptions, especially where there are
railway lines, will be in the interests of the
State. I hope the Minister will take every
possible precaution to see that those resuwmp-
tions will result in something better than
what Is existing at the present time.

I desire to compare the perpetual lease-
holds selected during the past four years,
from 1919—of course; we know the war ended
in 1918—

Perpetual
Leaseholds.
Acres.
In 1919 609,483
In 1920 490.546
In 1921 419.886
In 1922 250.588

There has been a decrease in the sclection
of perpetual leases in each of those four

vears. The area of prickly-near land selected
during the years 1908-1914 was 5.723.611
acres. and during the period 1915-1921

2.176.384 acres—a decrease for the seven years
during whick the present Administration
have heen carrving or their policy of
3,547,227 acres. Those figures speak for them-
selves, and show that our land settlement
policy is not encouraging peonle in the way
it should. I have no doubt the Government
think it should, but the figures do not reveal
such to be the case.

There are quite a number of other matters
in the Estimates which I do not propose to
deal with to-night, because we shall be able
to deal with them later.. T am particularly
keen with regard to the Forestry vote and

Mr. Taylor.]
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the irrigation proposals that we have Mr. SWAYNE: I have given the hon.
been considering during this session. Not-  gentleman the headings.

withstanding the criticism in the Press and
by public men, especially with regard to the
Dawson Irrigation scheme, I think that we
have a right to go on with it, because, if
the estimates of the men in charge are any-
thing like the net result that will be achieved,
I cannot see but that it will result in good
for Queensland. If it has been found neces-
sary in the other States of the Common-
wealth—where they have a more normal and
regular rainfall than we have—to conserve
water and go in for irrigavion, then we in
Quecnsland, where our rainfall has changed
so much in the last twelve wvears, must do
likewise if we want to preserve our existence.
If we do not do this, we are doomed so far
as agriculture is concerned.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): 1 quite realise
that there is a certain amount of wisdom in
the policy of opening up new areas. At the
same time, before we go to such expense as
1 understand is contemplated in some direc-
tions in opening up new lands and building
railways, we should look to the lands in the
hands of the Crown that have a good rain-
fall and are within casy rcach of our rail-
ways. I think that the Department of Public
Tands might assist the Railway Department
in making our railways more profitable if
they cast about and paid attention to their
lands within casy distance of our railways
and opened them up for closer settlement.

The Secrerary #or Pusnic Laxvs: Your
Government allowed private people to alien-
ate them:.

Mr. SWAYNE: Some time ago I obtained
vather voluminous figures from the Depart-
ment of Tublic Lands on this subject. 1 have
not got them all here but I have a precis.
We have 355 holdings under lease, with an
annual rainfall of between 24 and 30 inches
--which 15 good for agricultural purposes—
held in arcas exceeding 5,000 acres, the aggre-
gate arca being 5,006,179 acres. Some of
the holdings are very large indeed and are
within 10 miles of the railway. Then we
have land under lease with an annnal rain-
fall of not less than 30 inches and up to
60 inches, held in areas exceeding 1,280

acres. Of course I know that

{8 pom.] in many parts an arca of 1,280

acres is comparatively small, and,
when you get into the Western country, that
is not nearly enough; but. when vou get into
a district where the rainfall ranges from 30
inches up to 60 inches and the land is within
casy distance of a railway, the question arises
whether some of these holdings could not be
subdivided. I find that under that heading
there are 929 holdings containing an area of
0.065.467 acres. Again I find. with an annual
rainfall of betwecen 24 and 30 inches. there
are unoccupied Crown lands of a total area
of 581.231 acres, and with a rainfall over
30 inches there are unoccupied Crown lunds,
mcluding reserves, of an area of 2,635,467
acres.  We have a new Minister in charge
of the department, who I think will be a
good Minister, and I would ask him to go
nto this matter and see whether some of this
land with a good rainfall could not be sub-
divided into small areas so that it would
maintain a larger population, and by being
more closely settled furnish more freight for
cur railways.

~ The Secrurary 1OR Pysric Laxps: Where
is that land?

[Mr. Taylor.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDs: Never
mind about the headings. Where is the land ?
Mr. SWAYNE : Within 10 miles of a rail-

way.

The SECrETARY FOR PrsLICc Lanps: What
raiiway ?
Mr. SWAYNE: All the railwavs. 'The

rainialls show that the land must be close to
the coast.

The SecrReTaRY rOrR PusLic Lanps: You
tell me where it is, and I will see that it is
opened up.

Mr. SWAYNE: Surely the hon. gentle-
man and his staff between them can locate
that land? It is within 10 miles of the
existing rajlwaxs.

The SeCRETARY FOR IPUBLIC LANDS:
railways? Why keep it dark?

Mr. SWAYNE : The hon. gentleman’s de-
parunent fugnished the figures in ihe first
place, so they must know where the land is.

The Secrerary ror Prstic Lavps: I think
you have got a bit mixed with those figures.

Mr. SWAYNE: I know that ihe Govern-
rient are very anxious thai the settlers shall
rot get anything in the way of a bargain
in land by anticipating railway construction.
Their policy is to build railways and then
open the land for settlement. A great deal
can be said in favour of that policy, but the
thing can be overdone. and that policy has
been overdone in connection with the land
between Muackay and Bowen. North of
Mackay there ave some very fine Crown
lands, and that land has been held back
from settlement past the tirie when it should
have been opened. Directly it was a known
{fact tizat the North Coast Railway was going
through that land, it reached its maximum
value, and the department could then have
cbtained a fair thing for the increased value
arising from the railway. But that land has
been kept for over two years after it should
have been thrown open, and the result will
be that the railway will be languishing for
freights because the settlers will not be put
on that land until after the railway is com-
pleted. If they had been put on the land
when it was fOrst known the railway was
going through there, the settlers would have
kad their preliminary work done and they
would have been in a position to grow sugar-
cane by the time the railway was completed.
In some instances, 1co, the settlers have been
exploited. Adjacent to the North Coast line
there was a reserve—I have not got the par-
ticulars with me, and I am not certain that
there were not two reserves—however I am
quite safe in saving that there was one
reserve.  That reserve was put up for sale
and a number of farmers were hopeful of
gotting it, as it was quite large enough for
agricultural purposes. The upset price put
o1 by the department was £40, and
the settlers should have been allowed to
ballot for it at the upset price, as evidently
the department considered that a fair price.
W know that in pastoral land the system of
competition by auction has been done away
with. The pastoralists do not have to sub-
mit to such competition, and I do not see
why the agriculturist should. In this case
two sugar-mill companies wanted the land.
They did not want it altogether for agricul-
tural purposes but. no doubt, they will lease
it to agriculturists. They wanted it as a
starting point for a new tramline which

Which
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they were building. It was put up to auction,
ana one of these companies got it at some-
ihing like £140 or £150 per acre, although
the upset price was only £40. The farmers
who wished to get that land direct from the
Crown were cut out, but no doubt one of
them will get the land as a tenant of the
mill. T do not think it is right to bleed an
intending settler to that extent. It looks to
me very like profiteering at the expense of
the settler. Under the old system of home-
stead settlement at 2s. 6d. an acre we got
seltlers of a good type. I know that some
of the selectors in those days had a very hard
life, but there is no doubt that settlement on
cheap land was a most profitable transaction
to Queensland, as it enabled us to secure a
good type of settlers who laid the foundation
of the seftlement that we have at the present
time. It is a mistake for the Crown to fry
and squeeze the utmost farthing in the way
of land values from the intending settlers.

The leader of the Opposition has spoken
about irrigation schemes and the amount pro-
posed to be spent in that connection. As he
said, money spent wisely and on business lines
in that direction would be a very good thing:
but at the same time we have large areas
near the coast with good rainfall where they
do not want irrigation. The Minister asked
for the names of these places, and I will
mention one—the Eungella Tableland. I have
brought this matter up year after vear for a
long period. I believe the Secretary for
Public Works visited the Tableland just before
the last election and promised to do great
things in that connection; and I understand
that he is going to take the Secretary for
Public Lands up there shortly, but, although
T am the member for the district, I am never
advised of these visits. It is disgraceful to
think that that land has been held back so
long. The few settlers who, since this Go-
vernment took office, went on the land have
been treated very badly. Before this Go-
vernment came into office there was a pros-
pect of good settlement there. The Table-
Jand comprises 13,000 acres of scrub land, with
a good rainfall and within 5 miles of the rail-
way. The sum of £17,000 has been spent in
making a road to it. Just before the 1915
clection, a group of farmers from the Tweed
and Richmond rivers, in New South Wales,
arranged with the Denham Government to
take up this land and put it under artificial
grass, and to bring up their dairy cattle with
them. If those group settlers from the
Northern Rivers had been allowed to complete
the arrangement entered into, this area of
serub country would have been cleared and
put under artificial grass. The department
at the time said there was a great deal of
cedar in the area which should be reserved
for the State. The land was opened under
perpetual lease to this group from New South
Wales, but they refused to take it under that
tenure, and 3,000 acres were reserved for a
State forest. After another two or three yvears
had elapsed another body of settlers took up
pretty nearly the whole of the land which had
been designed for settlement except the 3,000
acres deserved for a State forest. This area
of 3,000 acres was situated right on the fron-
tage, opposite where the road reached the top
of the range. The settlers found that being
at the back of this virgin scrub on the fron-
tage was too inconvenient. They could not
make the necessary roads, and the local
anthority was not in a position to make
theni. so the settlement has lapsed with the
exception of a few settlers who are still hang-
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ing on. Since then the area of the State
forest reserve has been increased. There are
now between six and a dozen settlers still
hanging on and doing their very best, and
trying to clear the land under great dis-
advantages. Some of the settlers have had
to send their families away to the South. The
settlers claim that, unless it was the intention
of the Government to allow the intervening
country between their holdings and the front-
age to be settled, they should not have been
allowed to go on the country at all. They
hold that it is not right to reserve a large
part of the area, including the frontage, as a
State forest, making it Impossible for them
to make a proper road. I have here a letter
from the clerk to the Mirani Shire Council
calling attention to the matter, which was.
sent to the Department of Public Lands in
1927 —

“Y have the¢ honour by direction to
again bring before your notice the matter
of relief by the improvement of roads
for scttlers on the Eungella lands.

“T am enclosing a copy of a letter
reecived by this council from Mr. C.
Dunning, who is in occupancy of Per-
petual Leasc Selection 1755, portion 48, in
the parish of Eungella.

“ A somewhat similar case was brought
hefore your notice (Messrs. Carr and
Brooks) in July, 1920—sce my letter of
13th July and vours in reply dated Tth
August, 1920, wherein you advised that
“as the Eungella lands are being opened
for selection under the Lands Acts and
not under the Discharged Soldiers’ Settle-
ment Acts, they will be subject to pay-
ment of rates to your council upon occu-
pation by the selectors, and the question
of improving the roads serving the lands
iz one for the consideration of your coun-
c1l.”  Assistance was given the two settlers
referred to by this council in the matter
of clearing the road to their respective
selections. No revenue has. however, been
derived from these selections, and it would
appear that they have now been aban-
doned. These two cases are typical of
others who have selected the Eungella
lands. Eleven other selections have been
forfeited or surrendered this year.

““ This council has already spent a large
euri: on road work within the area in
question, and in a large number of cases
the rates levied will have to be written
off as bad debts.

“ The Eungslla Range road in itself is
a very heavy burden and with very little
‘revenue to bear same.

“ It is the desire of this council in every
wiay to assist in the settlement of the
Fungella lands, but the present method
does not appear a sound proposition either
to the settler or to the council. To give
the necssary relief would take a large
part of the revenue of this council, and
it must be evident that until such time as
road transport is possible (there is no rail-
way in this area) settlememt on the
Eung=lla lands will be very slow.

“In the case of the application by
Mr. €. Dunning—he is locked in by large
reserved areas of serub, and only by the
clearance of same can he expect an outlet.

“ To metal and clear the road desired
by Mr. Dunning would be very expensive,
and seeing that he would be the only

Mr. Swayne.]
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person bencfited, the expense would hardly
be warranted.

* Until the scrub adjoining the roads
is cleared allowing the sun to dry up
same 1t will be almost impossible to keep
the roads in trafficable order in the
Kungella area.

“ The amount already spent since June,
1920, on road work, clearance, and : (,palr:.
to areas recently selected is over £140,
including £6 to present applicant, and
£12 11s. to prevlous applicants, Messrs.
Carr and Brooks.”

The proper thing to do is either to open up
an additional area of this land and get a
sufficient number of settlers so that a dairy
factory and school can be ecrocted, or clse
recompense the settlers who have been hold-
ing on so long and hoping for something
better to turn up. If they were recompensed
in some way, the whole of the arca could then
be turned into a State forest. I know the
area well, and there is room for a fine State
forest. There 1s a considerable quantity
of cedar there. At the same time there is
also room for a sufficient number of settlers
to ecnable the necessary facilities I have
spoken of in the way of a dairy factory and
a school to be provided. I hope that with
the advent of the new Minister something
will be done in this direction. His prede-
cessor had the matter brought before him
year after year, and it is a disgrace to think
that such a fine area of land, within 5 miles
of a railway and with a good rainfall, should
be locked up as it is. I am, inclined to
think that some of the projects which the
Government have in hang might very well
stand over until land such as this is fully
settled.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): I suppose
that there is no vote on the Estimates so
important as the vote for the Department
of Public Lands. In.a new country there is
nothing so important as land selection, and
i© is astounding that so little interest is
taken in the matter. It is remarkable to
find that not one Minister on the Treasury
bench is taking an interest in the vote. Even
the Secretary for Public Lands is over on
this side cracking jokes with the bhon.
member for Warwick. (Laughter.) I think
that when a matter so important as this to
the future of Queensland 1s being discussed
it is & shame that we have nobodv listening
to the voice crying in the wilderness. I
recognise the necessity for reform in land
settlement, and I want to draw the attention
of the Mlmster to the over-capitalisation of
land, which is the most important thing
that 1s wrong with Australia and New
Zealand to-day. We are only begging the
question by talking about minor matters as
being the causes of our difficulties. A man
with a farm which cost £3,000 but is worth
only £1,000 commercially must be on a
losing proposition. He cannot make inferest
on his capital and a living as well. 1 know
that there is another side to it, and we
have people who say that the speculator does
good because he makes men work the land;
but the man who is only going to scramble
out a poor living from his land is not as
good as a settler as the man who is working
land in a winning position. I know that
there are many ways of bringing down the
capital value of the land. The Government
profess to have solved the problem by their
system of perpetual leasehold, but that is
not so. A perpetual leasehold is a negoti-
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able title. People can sell the land and
make a profit on it. I maintain that it is
absolutelv impossible to get people to take
up land unless than can transfer it. It is
impossible in a free country to put people
on the land and say, *‘ You must stay on
it.” Some Government must try to solve this
problem. To my mind there is only one
way—and I am not stating this for my party
but as my own opinion—and that is that
something must be done in respect of the
unearned increment. I do not mean that a
man should not be allowed to make some
profit out of his land; but, where a man
buys a property for £300 and holds it for a
year and pays rates on it and then sells it
for £400, there is something wrong. (Hear,
hear!) We can falk about perpetual lease-
hold, but it is an absolute fgllurc and has
nof touched the fringe of the problem, It
is worse than freehold, because you hold
less ‘interest in the land.

The SECRETARY FOR MinES: What is the
difference between perpetual leasehold and
freehold ?

At 8.25 p.m.,

The CHATRMAN
resumed the chair.

Mr. WARREN : I presume the hon. gentle-
man has gone to school, and I think that 1s
a very silly question for him to ask. If
there is no difference between them, where
wage the necessity for altering the Act? Take
Canada! I do not wish to =ay that Canada
is the best country for land settlement, but
1 know that the cold countries will alwa.ys
carry more population than the hot countries.
The cheapness of the land in Canada is
remarkable. You can get good farming
propositions there for a little over a dollar
an acre, whereas we ask enormous prices
for land which is no better from the pro-
ducer’s standpoint. While that is so I say
that we are on the wrong lines, and the
Government should first of all set out to
pul men on the land, not for the sake of the
dolars they get from them, but with the
idea of getting a man who is prepared to
become a farmer to settle on the land and
produce—mot for the sake of Queensiand
but for his own sake. I would not give a
rap for the man who would go on the land
for the sake of Queensland alone. I want
to see men on the land for the sake of
making something out of it as a business
proposition. Our system to-day is produc-
ing a type of man who is here to-day and
gone to-morrow. In nearly every centre you
wﬂl find that the population is constantly
changing. T know a man who boasts that
in seven years he has sold one farm six
times. The very commission that he has
taken out of that land is sufficient to buy a
decent farm. That speculative element in
our farming land or any other land is detri-
mental to the State and the producing
interests.

I would like to compliment the department
upon having a business man at its head.
Since the hon. gentleman’s accession to the
office therc has been a distinct improvement
in the Lands Department. I do not want
to say that we did not get courtesy and
attention before, but although I think that
the Soldier Settlement Branch could be
managed a little better than it is, the depart-
ment is to be congratulated on the upward
move that has been made within recent
months, I am sure that the Minister is big
enough and strong enough to make reforms

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbanc)
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if he makes up his mind to do so. He is the
very man to do it. (Hear, hear!)

The SECRETARY FOrR PUBLic LaNDs: There
are a good many smart young officers there
now.

Mr. WARREN: I am glad to hear the
Minister say that, because, after all, young
blood stirs things up. There are defects
which the hon. gentleman will have to be
very careful to eradicate, However, I have
better hopes of the department, and I believe
rhat it iz the duty of hon. members on this
sicle not only to draw attention to itz faults
Lrt also to help it to work smoothly and as
teuch for the benefit of Queensland as pos-
stble. It is right for hon. members to givz
credit where credit is due. The department
should not put men on inferior land.

The SrereTary FOR PubLic Lanps: Did you
hear the hon. member for Mirani urging
that we should put men on inferior lands?

Mr. WARREN: I did not. I know that
the hon. mewber is too good a farmer to
wish to see land sctiled which is not ft to
produce.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Bu: he
is a good politician too. (Laughter.)

Mr. WARREN: Even along the North
{oust Railway there is some very inferior
lond. and the people settled on it find it
absolutely impossible to make a living.

Why. a goat would die on it. I

[8.30 p.m.}1 do not wonder at people going

“dilly” on it., We want to take
these people off the inferior land. It is nown-
sensical for the Minister to say that he has
not got sufficient good land. The people on
this inferior land are absolutely struggling,
and not only is it breaking their hearts but
they are producing nothing for Queensland.
It 1s time that the Government of the day
woke up to the necessity of taking these poor,
unfortunate devils off the land and puthing
them on to some useful land. It is no use
saying there is no useful land even along the
North Coast Railway. There is more room
there for settlement. I know that we are
going in for better methods of farming, and
that is absolutely essential if we are going
to make this State prosperous. That can
only be done by settling a greater number
of people on the land. There are very few
people on the land at the present time in
Queensland. I do not wish to compara Vie-
toria with Queensland, but I know that it
i3 hard to get an acre of land in Vicsoria.
The whole of the land has been alienated.
The Minister could find very good land in
the unalienated Crown land. Tt is a bad
time now to talk about land settlement
because we are experiencing a drought; still,
while we occasionally experience these
droughts, we have got to settle the land in
Rueensland and to have a larger population
settled on it. We have to go in for somne
svstem which will resist droughts. I do not
mean only by water conservation, but by
some new method of farming. The settlers
should be able to obtain land at a reasonsble
price, and it should not be over-capitalised.

At 8.34 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN: By agreement, and
under the provisions of Standing Order No.
307, I shall now leave the chair and make
my report to the House.

The House resumed,

The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at 8.35 p.m.
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