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FRIDAY, 19 OCTOBER, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram. J{aree) 
took the chair at 11 a.m. 

SUPPLY. 
RESC:MPTIO~ OF CoM:UITTEE-TENTH ALLOrTED 

DAY. 

(Mr. Jiirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES. 
CHIEF 0 FFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::--<ES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move

" That £15,399 be granted for ' Depart. 
ment of Mines-Chief Office.' " 

The amount placed on the Estimates last 
year was £15,014, and this year there is a 
slight increase of £385. Last year the esti
mate of expenditure was exceeded by tho 
small sum of £223. 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): Quite a lot of 
infotmation is furnished in the report of tho 
Department of Mines. Unfortunately, 
according to the Auditor-General's report, 
we are still losing a lot of money on mining 
in North Queensland. While we are '111 
extremely anxious to see mining prosper 
throughout Queensland, and while I have 
the utmost confidence in the general 
manager, .1\Ir. Goddard, who is a man who 
knows his business pretty well. and whom 
tho department is very fortunate in having 
to carry on the mining work in North 
Queensland, still we must be very care
ful. It has been contended by the Govern
ment that, if they had not entered into 
mining ventures in the way they did, a 
considerable amount of distress would have 
resulted in North Queensland as a result of 
the mines shutting down. That ii' perfectly 
true, but at the same time the engaging in 
actual mining operations is one of the 
activities in which the Government should 
be exceedingly carefu 1 regarding the way in 
which they expend the public funds. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Mining has done a 
bt to settle Queensland. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I quite admit that. As 
long as Queensland has been a State the 
Government have assisted mining, and no 
doubt will have to assist mining in a very 
material way. I think that the object the 
Minister had in view in embarking upon 
these mining ventures in ~ orth Queensland 
could have been as well achieved if the 
money had been spent in developmental and 
productive work of a permanent nature 
which would have given all the employment 
that has been given by the mines during the 
period of their operations. 

I would like to stress what I have said 
here on m·ore than one occasion so far as 
mining !jenerally is concerned. The Govern
ment and the Minister are trustees of the 
public funds. Th" duties of a trustee 
whether acting as trustee for the people of 
the State or for a private iudiYidual or com
pany, is not to irtvest money unless he can 
see that there is !i1tle likelihood of anv loss 
being incurred. I have said before that the 
Minister is very optimistic, and his optimism 
has cost the State thousands of pounds which 
rrJJght have been saved. It is not a bit of 
use for a man to R.llow his optimism to get 
the better of his judgment. Everyone rea!i,es 
that the inve5tment of monev in mi'lin<r is 
to a very great extent a gamble. Notwith
standing all the information the,t we may get 
from the experts of the Mines Departrnent, 
we very often find that they are wrong in 
their estimate as to what is going to he.ppen 
in l'(·gard to cert-dn ventures. In Lh0 r-xpon
cliture of public money public men should 
keep in view the principle that they should 
invest that money in the same manner as 
they would invest their own ,and adopt all 
the precautions that they would then adopt. 
Ministers would not invest their own monev 
in the way they have been investing publi~ 
money for a number of years. 

Mr. MAXWELI,: They would soon be up 
George street if they did. 

Mr. TAYLOR: They would soon be up 
G eorge street or up Queer street. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR MINES: Do vou mean 
by that that Ministers are not as careful 
with public money as they nr8 with their 
own? 

[Mr. Taylor. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not think they are. 
Greater care should be exercised with public 
funds than an individual would qxercise 
with regard to his own money. No matter 
what Government may be in power, they are 
simply trustee' of the public funds. As I 
said a few moments ago, t.ho whole of the 
obJects which the Government have sought 
to n ttain by carrying on mining "Ventures 
ao they have done in North Queensland 
c<>uld have been accomplished by expend
iwr that same amount 0f money in 
,;rks of a permanent and reproductive 
r•atnre. \Ye would then have something 
to show for it. Judging by the reports, there 
is a tremendous amount of yerv valuable 
mdals widelv distributed in !\orth Queens
land. but unfortunatclv the cost of recovering 
th"sc metals and rlacing them on the market 
during the perio,l the Gov1_•rnrrwnt have 
ea.rriPd on operatinns has not been ns saiis
hctorv a5 it might have b~on. We 11 1vo on 
n~cord \vhat ·was lo'3t b:\ the cmnpany Qpc~rar
ing- at C'hillagoe bei,,rn the Gov•crnmon! took 
it over That con~ pany lost ~t coup! 1..1 of 
miliions in trying to} win metals in thar area. 
That fact did not deter the Governn1ent, who 
wa.ded into the ventnrc. and, aJthough chey 
hove provided employment in an indirect 
wav and a et l'tain arnonnt of l'('venuc for 
tl:c; railways by th•'ir operations, I am still 
of thP opinion th·tt the mon,'v could have 
been better spent. I would rather see the 
wo'1ev spont in the WRV of subsidies to pros
necto~s than that the Government should 
~pend it in the industry in the '"'Y they are 
doing at the present time. That would be 
pref0rablo to the haphazard way in which 
we have been going on for so1ne years. 

I notice bv this morning's newspapers that 
Dr. H. I. .J ensen has been appointed con
sulting geologist for a certain oil syndi?ate 
onPrating in Quec'nsland at the present time. 
r· no not know whether he has severed his 
connection with the ]\fines Department. 
TI•ose of us who ha.ve given any attentio.n 
to the activities of Dr. J e11sen sinc0 h1s 
a83ociation with the Mines Department 
regard him as being a very ab1e man. I do 
neot know Dr. J ensen, and I would not know 
him of he entered this Chamber this morning. 
I realise that Dr. Jensen is a man of very 
wide knowledge so far as mining matters 
are concerned. I do not know whether he 
has severed his connection with the Depart
ment of Mines or not, but, if he has done so, 
I am very sorrv. In view of the fact that 
the Government' are so largely interested in 
mining matters just at present in Queens
land. if the matter of salary only affected the 
retention of Dr. J ens en, I consider that he 
should have receiYed an increase of salary. 
I think it is a pity if he is going to be lost 
to the Mines Department. 

There is another matt·er which is a little 
different to metalliferous mining-that is, the 
operations which are being carried on in 
connection with boring for petroleum 
throughout the State. I understand this is 
the mining activity with which Dr. Jensen 
is going· to be associated in the future. The 
discovery of oil in payable commercial qaunti
ties means a lot to Queensland. The Govern
ment have been trying for a number of 
vears to get satisfaction from the Roma bore, 
but unfortunately a number of circumstances 
have operated against success in that area. 
That is to be regretted. as the Roma area 
seems to be one of the localities in which 
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there is an excellent possibilit:-· of securing 
good results. I am sure that it is the hope 
of every hon. member in this ChambN and 
of every man throughout Queensland that the 
Bills w·hich we have been considering in 
this connection will meet with th. success 
which the Minister desires-that is. the dis
eover~ in payable quantities of oil through
out the State. 

The departmental report deals •vith the 
subject of coal. Her · again we are fortu
nately situated as a Stat0. I notice that 
theroL is a possibilit_,~ of three woqllen 1ni1ls 
being established in Queensland, one at 
Brisbane one at Rockhampton, and one at 
Cl•arten• Tmvers. I only hope that they 
will materialise. because thev will mean a 
greater consumption of coal' in the State. 
I do not sec whv coal shoulcl not be the 
property of ihc Government the same as is 
provided with rc·ga1·d to petroleum, with this 
proviso, that in granting coalmine leases a 
cPrtain royalty should be paid to the Gm-ern
menton the coal won. vYe are exceedingly for
hmate that we have coal practically through
out the whole of Queensland. also that the 
major portion of thP coal so far discovered is 
of very fine quality. holding its mvn with other 
coal produced in Australia ancl probably with 
anv other coal in the world. To make coal
Ini.ning the success we desire it to be it is 
abundantly evident that we shall haye to 
proYide fiwilities for the loading of coal at 
the Yarious ports throu~ hout QuuellSland 
so that there will bP some inducement for 
,hips to obtain bunker coal at our ports. 
Delay should be eliminated in bunkering as 
far as possible. Steamships are similar to 
1·ailways. If the railways are run only on an 
average• of twPh o hours a dav interest has 
still to be paid for the tweh:~ hours when 
the rolling-stock is not in actiYe operation. 
As we have to compPtc '"ith the whole of the 
world in the supply of coal. it is quite 
evident that we should prm·ide the latPst 
faeilitiPti for dC'liYPl·ln~: coal into ::-;hip·,; and 
that WP should kE·f'l) thf' tntlt:-,pori cl1aq2:r 
a:;; lovY as po~:-;ihlP. \Y{' callnot ahYaYs 
f'xpect a Yt'ntul.' ~uch ·~ts {'Oal:nlning to 
show an absolute direct profit, but in an 
indirect way thP StatP gain~ through tht' 
freights on our raihYa:-::; fron1 the coal. 
A very considerable amount of money was 
lost during the period the Mount Morgan 
mine was shut down. when the unfortunate 
strike was on, not only to the company and 
the employees, but also by our railways, and 
the Government were perfectly justified in 
granting the subsidy to the M01int Morgan 
Company to enable the mine to continue its 
operations. I do not claim to have the same 
local knowledge as the .Minister, and pro
babl:; other hon. members, with regard to 
that part of the State, but what little know
ledge I have convinces me that, had that 
mine shut down. the town of Mount TIJ:organ 
might as well have been taken off the map, 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Does not the 
se. me argument apply to ChillagoP? 

Mr. TAYLOR: The same argument does 
not apply to Chillagoe. becaus(' in ~o far a~ 
Chillagoe is concerned. the Government 
stn.rted new ventures and new mines, and 
they took over leases tha,t had been proved 
to be unpayable. Until the slump in copper 
took place, Mount Morg-an had been a pay
ing proposition, and had contributed largely 
to the revenue of the Stat;; in the wav of 
taxation and in freight on the railways. "The 
whole plant was in active operation, and if 

the subsidy had not been granted, it would 
have been necessary to scrap the whole show 
because there was really nothing in the 
vicinity in connection with which the plant 
could have been used. ]\fount Morgan was a 
settled township, and the Government were 
fully justified in gra.nting that money to the 
Mount M01·gan Company, as it has enabled 
1.1{)0 or 1,200 men to find employment at the 
:Wount Morgan mine Probably there are 
400 or 500 less miners than were employed 
prior to the strike, and it appears that one 
of the difficulties has been in getting the 
necessary skilled miners to operate the mine. 

If we get a eh-ought we generally find that 
i~ is confined to one State. but the remark
able thing about goldmining is that there 
has been a slump over the whole of Aus-
1 ralia. The falling-off in the gold returns 
has not been peculiar to Queensland. as 
there has been a tremendous falling-off in 
goldmining in vVestern Australia, Victoria, 
and also in :r--;ew South \Yalos. However, 
according to the report. there are one or two 
promising shows in Queensland, and they 
should receive all the encouragement the 
Government can g·ive them, in order to see 
if ,,-e cannot restore the prosperity of gold
mining to some extent. We might not get 
back to the state of prosperity that existed 
in Queensland in the days when goldmining 
•vas .. uch a great succe .... •... Although Gympie 
owed its early prosperity to _goldmining, it 
is a remarkable thing that that town pro
bably was never more prosperous than it is 
at the present time. Of course, it is sur
rounded by very fine agricultural country, 
and as a result of the operations of the 
settlers in that district, it to-day is a 
ver;: flourishing town, and is in no 
way dependent on goldmining. Then 
Croydon, in North Queensland, has practi
cally ceased to be a gold-producing centre, 
-.,yhjrh i~ unfortunate. It was a fairlv 
t bri Ying- piacf' 1YhPn I was there man~~ yc.o<u:s 
flg'O. but it ha~ fa1JP1l away to a very ~Teat 
<·xwnt. I do not think we should pin so 
much of our faith to mining as we should 
to the encouragement of other inclu,tries 
'" hich will be more permanent and , .. titble 
than mining has praYed to be in those dis
' rids. There ar0 quite a number of clirec
i ions in whiC'h -\ve can spend onr n1ol1ey 
nrofitabh-. The hm'. member for Burk•e has 
1uic:ly cfn11e fron1 a very~ interestjng trip 
through Xorth Queensland, and anvono who 
has read the reports of that trip which have 
rq1pea red from tinw to time in tho 1-'ress 
awl the information given with re({m·d to 
th" possibilities of that country will rccog
ni~c that thorf' are ~'Jnle n1agnificrmt str0an1s 
there which are ~econd to none in the whole 
of th<c Stntc;, nnc! \Yhich \Yil! aiel ill the 
dc.-elopment of tlw sheep and ca.ttle 
inOustries. 

The SECRETARY FoR MIXES: The deveJ.op
nwnt of those districts cannot proceed without 
C'Jal. 

'Cvlr. TAYLOR: I am speaking more par
ticularly with rcga rd to goldminin.;- and 
mc'ial mining generally. I give the Secretary 
for Mines credit fN his enthusiasm in this 
matter. I believe that. his desire has been 
to do all he possiblv can to a.s,ist the 
industrv: but I hope th;,t the optimism which 
is su~h' a large pnrt of his make-up will not 
carrv him awav ihe san1e as it has done 
in the past. vVe Wl'l'C told the other day 
rtbout a wonderful diS<'overy of silver-lead 
about 10 miles wide, and I do not know how 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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many miles long. \Ve are> accustomed to hear 
these things in regard to mining. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\liXES: I did not say 
that 

Mr. TAYLOR: We have to takP these 
thing.; not only with a pinch of salt but 
verv often with a whole tablespoonful of salt. 
Until they are properly tested. and developed 
they may simply he the means of a. vcr:.· 
large amonnt of money being lost. ln con
nection with that particular mine in the 
Chillagop area, where the Minister's opti1rism 
leads him astray is in his limitation of the 
leases to such a small area. that I fail to 
Bee that there is going to be any encoueage
ment for people to operate. If it i,; a good 
proposition, he can protect the S•a te by 
pJJowing a more reasonable urea. He pro
poses to limit it to 10 acres. He is carried 
awav with the idea that it is going to be 
another jewell,r's sbop. and ,that :mu are 
going to walk along there and kick out 
payable metal with your boot. When. he 
comes to test it ],e ma v find that it '" a 
more difficult ma.Uer than he nnticipatf•s. 
Even on the strength of the reports which 
he has recciYed. I do not think thut hC' should 
lose his head over the matter. He ~'1n pro
t<'ct the State fully agnimt men taki nr. up 
the countrv who do not intend to work it 
but nNJnir·e it simply for speculative pur
poses and not with the idea of real dt'Yelop
ment; but, if he gives people backyard 
allotment" in order to carrv out mining 
onE'ration~, I do not sep ho,v ~he can expoct 
to succeed. I cortainlv think thot the pro
posed areas of 10 acres are not sufficicnc for 
thf, d<'Yelopment of that find in :\orth 
Queensland. 

I sincerely hope that in the coming year 
th:' price of copper will rise to a ru .'·ab!" 
rate. It is most 1111fortunate Jhat we cannot 
get a more satisfactory price for •·omwr than 
W" are receiving at the present time. Ta!dng 
into considera,tion the position of thmgc, 
not on!:;- in Queensland but throud10ut 
the world, it is evident that productwn 
eo:-ts are not going to be reduced to 
any great extent to as6ist us. If we 
oo11ld find big deposits of a more pay
able nature the wholr difficulty could be 
solved quite easil;~-, and I hope that during 
the >ear on which we have entered we shall 
experience bigger and bettc1· returns from 
the 111ining activities in which vn~ are 
engaged throughout Que·ensland. I hope that 
mining 'vill assist in the development of 
Queensland, as it has done in the past. more 
especial!;~· so far as industrial metals are 
·conrcrnt~d. 

:\lr. RIORDAN (Burke) : Like the I ader 
'Of the Opposition, I regret that the Yrines 
Department is not able to make a more 
encour2ging report. and no doubt a man 
<:>f different temperament from the Minist·er 
would find it very hard to work in conjunc
tion with the officials of the Mines Depart
ment. Outside of the Minister, I suppose that 
a more conservative body of men does not 
exist in the public senicc. The Minister has 
had a very hard row to hoe on account of 
those who are connected with him in t.he 
management of this department. For 
instance. Dr. Jensen recommended the estab
lishment of a State batten· on the Kidston 
field, to be placed on the hill, so as to allow 
of the amalgamation of the mines there and 
the treatment of the ore right on the field. 
1.. mining inspector went along afterwards 
and built a battery down near the hotel about 

[Mr. Taylor. 

3 mile' awav. so that the ore had to be 
carted to the batten·. The battery was thus 
placed a good way .. from the ore, although 
it may have been a little closer to the 
'' booze " and I think that, if Dr. Jensen's 
reconnn'endation had been carried out, work 
would have been provided for a good many 
men for manv v·ears. Kidston is a low-grade 
proposition, and when you have to. pay ca~·t
age for 3 miles on low-grade ore, 1t pra,ctlc
allv takes up all the wages. That field was 
ah\·ays looked upon as a poor man's field. 

I congratulate the Minister upon co.ming 
to the decision which ha.s been mentiOned 
by the leader of the Opposition, not to grant 
leases of large areas on the newly discovered 
field, because we know that in the past 
gambling has been carried on with respect 
to mines in Queensland, and I suppose some 
of the biggest scandals in this State have 
been worked on the people by mining com
panies that have been worked on any people 
of anv countrv. I need only refer to Iguana, 
Consols at Croydon, whe,·e £17,000 was paiq 
for the sinkin"' of a shaft on the report of 
a newspaper 

0

man against the advice of 
o·eoloo-ist,, The man who got the grant 
brougl1t up the machinery from his old 
plants in Croydon and sold it to the com
pany, of which he was managing director at 
a salarv of about £300 a year. Th1s man 
has do1ic more to cripple the mining industry 
in Queensland than any other man. 

The leader of the Opposition referred to the 
optimism of the Minister. It is just as well 
that we haYe in the department somebody 
who is optimistic about mining in Queens
land. 

:Yh. :.\1onG.\X: It 1s costing him a good 
deal. 

:.\lr. RIORDA:"-i: I do not think it is 
costing him as much as it should cost. I 
think he is over-careful. Anyhow, he ~as 
done a lot for mining in Que·ensland. Desp1te 
what the leader of the Opposition may say, 
am·one who has travelled through North 
Q~eensland and seen the operations at 
Chillagoe must admit that, although the 
State is losing a few pounds there, had 1t not 
been for the working of that field thousands 
of men '" ould to-da v be carrying their swags 
round :i'\orth Queenslaml. Although it is a, 
Government venture, I think that the present 
manag-er and the Mines Department '':''!1 
make a success of it. It has been carr1€d 
along bv Mr. Goddard in a very satisfactory 
manner: and I hope that the Minister will 
rro ft,rthcr in a similar direction and estab
lish a treatment works on the Cloncurry 
field, or force those who are holding the 
"·orks there idle to operate them. 

Had the Minister allowed these people on 
M0rmj· lsa and on the new Cloncurry field 
to take up big leases. then what has alwa,ys 
happened to the finder of a field and the 
men engaged in the industry would have 

happened on those fields. Men 
[11.30 a.m.] are prospecting year in and year 

out. Genuine miners walk from 
creek to creek, or pack their mining· tools up 
in an effort to find new fields, and as soon 
as a field is found a mob of sharks rush out 
in rnotoe-cars, pe,~ it out, and then make 
application to the Mine' Department for 
exemption and hold it until such time as 
they can float a company to work the show. 
The granting of only 10 acres to the prospec· 
!ors on the l\fount Oisa and Chillagoe fields 
will enable the prospectors to get what is 
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<elue to them. A show of 10 acres will be quite 
sufficient for them. If the field is a success 
and mining magnates want the mine, let 
them buy it from those who have discovered 
it. Some men have given a lifetime to find
ing these shows. These men devote the 
whole of their life in prospecting in the 
interests of the State, and under this system 
they will be able to get something for finding 
the show. 

The :Minister has been generous in grant
ing· an >tllowance to prospectors. The system 
of allowing £2 a week to men going out 
prospecting is 3- very good one, and the work 
should be carried out on old fields on a more 
systematic basis. Some people take up old 
shows and make application to the Minister 
for assistance in sinking a shaft. Many of 
them have been reopened, and have had a 
<:rushing taken out of them. Dr. Jensen paid 
a visit to the Croydon field in 1918, and 
returned and recommended that the Govern
•!"1ent ser1d a boring plant there to bore along 
the lino of reef, and te••t that field by the 
method of putting down a bore hole every 
few hundred feet. By that method the 
Mint·s Department would have been able to 
find out whether gold still exists at Croydon 
or not, I understand that to-day boring 
can be done cheaDer than it has been done 
in the past, and -that the plants are more 
casilv shifted. I think that Dr. ,J ensen's 
reco1~mendation in regard to the Croydon 
fidd should be given a trial, and the vVoolgar 
field should be also tested. On the Woolgar 
field there are a dozen or twenty men 
ploughing a.long and getting out a crushing, 
and quite recently the crankshaft of the old 
battery broke down. A geologist of Dr. 
Jc·nsen's standing would be invaluable to 
the> Mines Department in Xorth Queensland. 
The department should not consider the 
matter of salary, and should give Dr. Jensen 
a boring plant to have those fields tested. 
The miners are living there hoping for some
thing to turn up, and I am more than con
vinced that, if Dr. J ensen was given a free 
hand for twelve months or two vcars in the 
Chillagoe and Etheridge districts there 
would be a revival in goldmining a'ctivities 
In those parts. At the present time we have 
the C!oncurry field tied up on account of the 
lvng leases there. There arc plenty of treat
ment ;>orks ar~mnd the Cloncurry district, 
y?t It IS Impossible for the prospector to get 
h1s ore treated there, and he has to send it 
across to Chillagoe for treatment and it is 
paying more th:m wages. Wh~n I went 
through the Cloncurry district during the 
time of the elections there were two men 
sent to gaol on suspicion of stealing ore off 
one of the company's lea.ses. If those men 
can stLLl orP oif t]H' con)pany'-;: lPa~e. as thPY 
v Pre al!nged t.o han donP, and ha Ye jt treatt>d 
and make it pay, then whv in the name of 
good fortune is the com]mnv being allowed to 
have its mines closed down? When a com
pany has 25 per cent. copper in the ore it 
should. be compelled by some provision in 
the Mmmg Act to work those leases. 

lVIr. J\!IORGAN: The Government cannot 
make their own copper mines pay so why 
force others to work theirs 7 ' 

Mr. RIOllDA:-J: Let me tell the hon 
gentleman for his information that we caX:: 
make 25 per cent. shows pay. I am speaking 
of a case whm·,, men were committed for trial 
c '1 suspicion of steali_ng copper, and they evi
dently could make 1t pay. There are men 
walkmg about th_e country who arc prepared 
to work these mmes, and work them profit-

ably; and, if the company had done that, it 
would have given employment for the last 
five or six years on the Cloncurry field. 
That would have been done if these long 
leases had not prevailed. The Minister 
would be well advised to establish a furnace 
at Dobbyn or Cloncurry, or in some con
Yement centre, and the prospectors would 
be prepared to work that smelter on a 
co-opcratiYc basis. and with a man like Dr. 
Jensen advising them and stationed in Clon
<'urry, hundreds of men would be ,making a 
living around that district, and many Iiew 
shows would be opened up. The company 
has been allowed an extension of three 
months' exemption to allow it to bring about 
an amalgamation. The company has been 
talking about that amalgamation for some 
time. In certain cases exemption has been 
refused and certain daims have been thrown 
up, but they are hanging on to the good 
stuff. I hope that no further extension will 
b6 granted to them now that coal is avail
able at Bowen, and can be obtained for about 
14s. per ton, or landed in Cloncurry at about 
£1 per ton. Coke can also be obtained. In 
yc,ars gone by it cost from £3 10s. to £4 per 
ton to land coal qnd coke in the Cloncurry 
district. There is a saving there of over 
£2 per ton. Then the Railway Department 
are prepared to meet these peopl<e toy :zinng 
them cen a in concessions in freight over the 
railway line, but they have refusE'd to 
negotiate with the Government. Under those 
circumstances the Government should refuse 
to negotiate any longer with them in the 
way of granting them exemptions in regard 
t ' !heir claims on the Cloncurry field. I feel 
certain that, if the Government threatened to 
start a furnace there on co-operative lines 
and refused to give them any further exten
sions, they would start to operate very 
quickly. 

The Woolgar field is a goldminin,; Geld 
that has not received tile attention that I 
think it should have got. At the present 
time there arc show~ there rnturning- 2 oz. 
to the ton. If this stuff can be in anY wa v 
easily .obtained, it ought to be a p~;; able 
pruposJtiOn I know that the Mini5ter 
intends having a battery put there in order 
to :ts~ist the prcJspectOrs, bccau~e he has 
inforrncd :c1c that he i~ sending a crank~ 
shaft out with a man from Charters Tcl'.vors 
to have the batten· fixed un so that the 
people can get thei1; ore trea t0d. Ther" are 
other fields that lwYe been hampered and 
tiod up by am· old friend priYate en! qrprise. 
W' G have the llrtona field. out on the Robin· 
soil Hiver and down through Pcrcyyille. 
That. is just as good a mineral belt as there 
is in any prtrt of Qneoll'•land, and I predict 
i,hat bofore many years go by Percyvillo will 
be c,ne of !he principal mining districts in 
()uccnsland. The Chillagoe Companv. in 
1914 prior to closiug down. rwgotiat< cl ,,·ith 
thn Denham Government for a loan of 
£30,000 to build a railway to PercyvillG to 
on•tblo thPn to carry on. If thP Denham 
Government had granted that loan, the 
Chilln.goo Con1pany would be opcratint~ in 
Chillagoe to-day instead of the Government. 
A new field would havo been opened up at 
Pcrcyville. and they would have obtn,inod 
some decent ore to work on. There is a 
bcdtery on that field at the present time, 
aml the owner of the battery has P"id back 
to the Governmem the money that was 
ndYanced to enable him to c•rect it. If it 
ha.d not been for the clamour that was miser!, 
I doubt whether the Government would nave 
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been repaid. There is some good crushing 
stone at Ortona, and one party, although 
they have 500 tons at grass, find it impos
sible to get it treated notwithstanding the 
fa.ct that there is a battery hold by a syndi
cate within a few miles of the mine. That 
baHery is held by some of those people who 
come on to mining fields, take up lea'-''s, and 
tie the field up year after year by s•'ouring
expmptions. I hone that the Ministe~ will 
go further in this matter and erect a battery 
for the pros rectors at Porcyville and Ortona 
to C>nablo them to crush their stone. A 
rnvolty could be c-harged on the treatment 
of their ore, and in this way the Govern
ment would got the money expended on the 
bei:tery returned in_ addition to gJVmg 
employment to n1nny mi11ers in t.hoso 
di.-;trictF>. 

I hope that the "1inister will carry on his 
policy of expending money where he thinks 
there is an opportunity of it giYing a re'\-ival 
i<J the mining indu try_ He is n_ot. one bit 
too optimistic about the mining industry. 
The 1nining indu"'try has done much to 
<kvdop this State_ Charters Towers, Croy
don. G;cmpie, and other fields pr<1ctic~lly 
sa,-oJ Qucmsland in the olden days. At 
(W!e time the rnining industry at Cro:,~don 
c,trriod a, population somewhere 111 the 
vicinity of 15,COO. 

Mt. ::Y1oRGAN : It has ruined a lot of people 
Rincc.. 

Mr. R10RDAN: If the hon. member ea,., 
name half a- C:ozen people that Croydon hac; 
ruined let him do so. I have never hea-rd of 
a greater calamity howler in regard to the 
rattle industry, which should be in a pros
perous condition, than the hon. member for 
Mm·illa. If the Mines Department had cat
rice! on its operations in the same manner as 
the cattle industry has been carried on, there 
would be some need for the hon. member to 
criticise the Government. Croydon has made 
many people in Queensland, despite his state
ment. I suppose that not one quarter of the 
t.axation that was received from the mining 
fields in the Gulf and on the Etheridge has 
rJeen expended in developing those districts. 
In the past we had a Government which be
li€·ved in pulling everything to the city. More 
has been done by this Government than was 
cver done previously in developing the country 
with a view to keerJing the population there. 
The Government have not dono anvtl1ing 
e.pproaching the political jobberv that was 
<kne in connection with the Iguana Ouneolo. 
Tbe previous GovN·nment granted that com
pany £17,000 on the eve of an election in 
c-rder to catch votes. 

!'vir_ MAXWELL: 'This Government cannot 
t-llk 011 thos,, lines ! 

Mr_ RIORDAN: No, we rely on the intel-
1ig0nce of the electors. Seeing that the com
pany is winding up, it is the -duty of the 
:\1inister to enforce the claim of the Govern
ment in respect of the machinery. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR l\1rc.;Es : I base got the 
]qt. 

Mr. RIORDAK: You have got a bad lot, 
but it is hotter than nothing. (Laughter.) 
To show wha~ a swindle it was, I might say 
that there IS only one decent piece of 
machinery; the rest was pure],_- scrap iron. 
That was one of the most scandalous things 
that has ever been foisted on the people of 
Qncensland. I am very pleased to hea-r the 
Minister say that he has secured the 
machinery, but I suppose something like 
£8,000 had been spent when he stepped in. 

[Mr. Riordan. 

I hop" that the ~\Iinister will not look upon• 
that £17,000 swindle as the general principle 
on which average people engage in mining. 
The genuine miner is a '""''Y honourable 
man, but there is not a bigger shark on the 
face of God's earth than the mining specula
tor I hope that the :y(inistm·, by refusing 
to grant largo areas to those speculators, ha· 
gi,-en them the kick in Queensland that they 
descne. 

Jiir. CORSER (/]urnctt): I do not think 
that anybody, not even a member of the
Govornnlent. can say that the :1\tlines DPp<n·t
nlent is generous in its administration. The 
hun_ member who has just resumed hiil seaL 
h'"~"\ mado a staternf:nt about the ~viino~ 
T!epartment which even the Oppositioil .,-ill 
'tand up ag-ainst. I rloubt whcthc" the 
Minister will accept his statement. 'l'hP 
h0n. nwcnber for Burke claimed that the 
rcsponsibilily for all things that han• ,-one 
wrong rF'ted with the administra-tors and 
pe ·mancnt heads of the department. He 
r•nt the \vhole of the blame on their sboul
dcn. To save the J\linister the pain of 
haYing to Hack then1 I nnu::t say a '\vord on 
tlwir behalf. 

The SECRETARY FOR Mn:Es : I suppose ymt 
will do the opposite 

Mr. CORSER: It is generally recognised 
that the permanent heads of the the Mine& 
Department are carrying out State functions 
in a manner that is a credit to the Govern
ment and themselvcs. (Hear, hear!) It 
does not necessarily follow that the policy 
of the Government brings about credit to 
their administrators. They are honestly 
attempting to carry out the policy of the 
Government, and deserve the credit that is 
due to them. I feel sure tha,t the Minister 
will acknowledge that they are carrying out 
their duties generously, if they are not doing 
it in any other way. The Minister some time 
ago told us that it was essential. in the 
interests of the State, that the Chilla,goe 
works should be carried on, and that they 
could be carried on profitably. The Govern
ment acquired those works by spending a, 
lot of money. They also acquired the Chi!la
goe railway to make it possible to ca~ry on 
those works. The Government by domg so 
relieved British and other investors of assets 
which wore likelv to fall in value. vVe find 
now that not onfy the railway but the mines 
and treatment works have resulted in con-
1 inuous loss_ The Chillagoe works in 1920-21 
showed a loss of £49.450; in 1921-22 there was 
another loss of £71.786, and in 1922-23 a 
further loss of £58.793. There has been a 
total loss of £178,655. There has only been 
ono profit shown of £1,375. Thus the mine 
that was supposed, under Government 
management, to bring about a reward to the 
State for the investment in the railway and 
the taking over of the mines and smelter 
has resulted in a continnous loss. 

It was proved that under State control 
and State management our mines are only 
likclv to bring about a, greater loss. 
Through our stupidih- in "cquiring privately
owned businesses we have relieved the 
investors by bu::-ing from them something 
that WftS not going to pay, and we have 
placed that loss on the State, merely because 
we were married to State enterprise ae 
against private enterprisr'. 

Mr_ HARTLEY: What would private enter
prise have done with th0 proposition? 

Mr. CORSER : They had got to such a 
position that the railway was not paymg. 
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Whv should we pay back their investment 
and' increase our own liabilities? 

:VIr. HARTLEY: vYe could not ha,~e got out 
of it 

Mr. CORSER: We could. When the Go
vernment were putting themselves into it 
we were told that it was going to be a big 
benefit to the State, and that we were going 
to develop the field in the way only the 
~tate could develop them. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : There has been 
a big depreciation in metal prices since. 

Mr. CORSER: I admit that but that was 
taken into consideration at the time. The 
Minister's statement went to prove that 
eycrythmg was going to be right. Now we 
find there has been an official loss-we are 
not gain~ to say that the officials are respon
sible-It IS the fault of the Government. 

As to Dr. Jensen, I have heard more about 
him here than I have of anv other mining 
man. in Queensland. I am not prepared to 
a,dnut that ?verything he sa5 s is right and 
tnat everythmg everybody else says is wrong. 
If anything, I would rather take the other 
si do. 

The Irvinebank treatment works also show 
a loss. In fact, most of our mining ventures 
have shown losse~. Year in year out we find 
losses aocumulatmg and adding to the cost 
of the State, which is not to our advantage. 
Xot so long. ago we were told by the Depart
ment of Mmes that we were going in for 
a big iron and steel works. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. CORSER: We spent quite a lot of 
money on them. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
gentlema~ cannot show me anything in this 
vote rola tmg to uon and steel works. 

::\1r. CORSER: I can show that quite a 
lot was done in the securing of a lease at 
Yam pi Sound. 

The CHAIR1L\N : I am not going to per
mit the hon. member to discuss the iron and 
steel works on this vote. 

:\h. CORSER: I am not going to discuss 
the Iron and steel works but I sav that the · 
administration of the D~partment" of Mines 
hrought about a lease which I understand 
they have in their possession at the Chief 
Office-the vote for which we are now dis
cussing. If we h_old a lease at Yampi Sound, 
we want some mformation with regard to 
that lease. We do not know very much about 
it. and the Minister has not enlightened us. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

:Ylr. CORSER: I will not discus' it: I 
think it should b" kept in the burial ground 
for all State enterprises. That is the only 
appropriate place for it. 

Our l\1ine3 Department is a very imnortant 
nne. and a groat deal can be done bv con~ 
sidering whether many of our old ~ininv 
fields cannot bo operated under ne\Yer and 
more scientific metlwds of ore treatment. 
l:nder newer svstems and bette1· machinerv 
I think many 'of our old fields mivht b.e 
opened up and manv mines similar to the 
Mount Perry mine, ·which supported largo 
populatwns under prosperous conditions, 
reopened. I trust that the dav is not far 
,listant when we shall be able to reopen 
rr.any of our goldfields like EidsYold and 

Gympie-places that were once working to 
the benefit of the Stat<'. That would be to tlw 
advantage of the State, and I sincerely hope 
that the odministration of the Depart,nent 
of Mines \\ill be able to carry out the scheme 
succes,.fulh~ in the near future. I wish them 
cYcry ]ucl~ 

Mr. HARTLEY (J'itzroy): So far I cannot 
see that the criticism of the Mining Estimate~· 
bas been in anv wav ad,.orse~ \Vhilo it mav 
be said that the Ii'epartment of ::\1ines ha"S 
not done c•• erything that ought to be done, 
and that it might haYe made greater Hoe 
of its opportullities, still I think that the 
Gm·ernment and the people of Queensland 
have a great deal to congratulate themselves 
upon. There is no doubt that in the past 
1 he Department of Mines ·has been a very 
important department in the ad:nini .. tration 
oi the Gmornment. Ono thing that can be 
nid of the whole of the administration of the 
department is, that it has ah' ays been free 
fron1 any charge of anything savouring of 
clishonesty or of a questionable nature. If 
you start off on that basis, you aro on a 
pretty g·ooci wicket. The Department of 
Mines has had as its chief objective the 
('()nduct of its oporationll on straight lines. 
and it has been successful in achieving that 
objective. That is a very big thing. It 
must be remembered that no department 
can give oi its best if it is a starved depart~ 
ment, and I desire to say as flatly as I can 
that the Gc,vernment do not give the neces
sary monetary assistance to the Department 
of :Mines. A department can only go as far 
"' its cheque book will allow. I consider 
that the geological staff and the Department 
of ::Mines have done wonderful work in vie\\~ 
o! the amount of money that has been placed 
at their disposal. A much better result 
could be achieved if a slight alteration was 
made in th~ departnwnt. I believe that it 
is a bad system to have the whole depart
ment under one head. I think that thP 
Geological Department should be a sub
departmon( under the Chief Geologist and 
that he should work in co~ordination with 
the Under Secretary and, through the Secre
tary for ::\fines, should handle the whole 
of the geological and report work on mining. 
That is not the case at the present time. and. 
I am satisfied that a good deal of delay and 
sometimes loss occurs through the present 
system. If a report is wanted. the matter 
must vo thrcugh the ruder Secretary and 
then his instructions go on to the Geological 
Department. If acsays are wanted, they 
ha V<' to go tD the Chief Office and then on 
io the Gon·rnment Analvst. That is one of 
the worst features that· the department is 
::-tag'gering under to~day. It is under~ 
cquipp2d. The Government should place 
;no adequate amount at the disposal of the 
Secretary fm· Mines to enable him to equip 
and staff the Geolovical Department with all 
the necessary appliances for its work. It 
should not be necessary to have to send. 
work on to the Goverm1wnt Analyst. That 
n~·ust havP a hampering effect on the 
efficiency of the department. 

I have heard that Dr. Jensen has relin
quished his services with the Department of 
Mines~ I SLJppose that it must be admitted 
that in manv wavs Dr. Jensen was a valuable 
officer, but· I darosay it was at his own 
desire that he resigned. and no department 
can be made simply the hunting field for 
one geologist or official. While Dr. J ensen 
may havE> been a good officer, thoro are 

Mr. Hartley.] 
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dozens of othcro who are quite as \·aluai>le. 
ii not more valuahl<'. offi~ero. Right through 
the staff we have good men. with one exce;>· 
tion. I am inclined to make an exception 
of the Chief Geologist. Mr. DunRtan. becausP 

I do not likE' a lot of hi" report&. 
[12 noon] although in the past lw ha.s done 

a lot of valu>tble work. which no 
doubt will be ,:ecognised as a Gtand ud 
throughout the State. The work of the oth<'r 
geologists has be<'n of a very earnest and 
valuable nature'. and the on(' man I would 
like to give special distinction to is Mr. 
Saint Smith. No man has accomplished 
greater \vork in the 'vay of travelling over 
rcug-h country and making valuable reporh 
than Mr. Saint Smith. I do not think anv· 
one can n1entiot=1 one instance where l(i.;:; 
report.,_ have been '-'Yrong. That i~ a very 
big thing to s~y in connection with n1ining. 
bec·ause, as L'Vf'ryolle knows, all 1ninjng i~ a 
pretty big gamble. It is a very diffieult 
thing to tell what will occur a few feet 
under the ground. what sort of a lodo it 
will turn out. and wlwther it will last or 
whether it will not. The Government can 
congratulate themselves on having in <their 
eerviee geologists like ~h. Saint Smith. both 
in the North aud in f'E'ntral Qtwensland. 
His reports han' been sp](mdid. 

Hon. mcmbcro opposite. in speaking about 
oil and refer ring to the geolog·ists. said they 
would not take their opinion about this or 
about that. One might just as well say he 
would not take .a doctor's opinion after 
calling- him in. or that llP \Ymdrl not take 
an engineer's opinion aftC'r SPPking his 
advi('e. 

Mr. :\ioRGAX: The opinions of some doctors 
are not worth taking. 

Ml'. HARTLEY: \Yhcther thcv arc worth 
taking or not, a man has only to get a bit 
of a pain and he is off to the doctor pretty 
quickly. Of course, with the opinion of a 
mining- expert it is a different matter. 

I want to give three specific instances where 
the opinion of Mr. Saint Smith was proved 
correct as again··t the opinions of quite a 
number of men who were not geologists. 
myself amongst them. To me it wa., a very 
valnabl• lessorr. A nnmber of geolog-ists will 
not tell you what they think. They will 
give you a "Yes-Xo" opinion, but 1\Ir. Saint 
Smith, if he has any data at all on which 
to base an opinion, will say what he thinks. 
\Vhcn the F airvicw iron lodes were discO\·crerl 
vve were " coek-a-h{)op)" and thought \Y:c 

were all right. \V c thought it was a 
Mount Leviathan. Vi~e were told that at 
Mount Etna there was nearly a pure Iron
stone lode there 10 feet square. So W>' were 
~till tnore optin1istic on the question Df Iron. 
and we said that. if we did not get the iron
works at Broadmount, the Government would 
not be playing fair. Then there was a littl"' 
show at a place called Marmor. and the 
gold taken from tho lode averag-ed from 20 
oz. to 30 oz. to the ton. Mr. Saint Smith 
reported on these three propositions. He 
said the Fain·iow lode was onlv a block of 
ironstone showing over the top o.f a mountain 
and did not go down bclm\ 8 feet. He 
said that the Mount Etna iron or blocks were 
blocks of very pure iron ore on the surface 
ranging up to 12 feet square, but it would not 
go dm\n to any depth. I was with him at 
the time, and I said, " I bet you it goeo; 
right through the hill," and he said, " If 
you go over tho other sidf' of the hill and 
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find one bit of ironstone, I v; ill say you 
might be right." I put in half an hour in 
the scrub trying to find ironstone but found 
nothing that looked like ironstone. W·e were 
not satisfied, and I got the Government 
during the perio-d of unemployment to test 
the matter b:r excavating, and, when that was 
done. it was found that the stone at Mount 
Etna cut out at about 6 feet. The same 
thing occurred when we looked for the iroa 
ore at Fairview. We cut through the iron
s!one there at about 2 feet and underneath 
that was only ordinary stone. With regard 
to the gold-bearing ore at Marmor I got 
the Government to send a geologist there to 
report. Mr. Saint Smith was sent up, and 
his report was that he did not think the 
thing would be of a permanent character
that it was just a patch of g;.Jod stone. I had 
a conyersation with him, and asked if there 
was not a chance of his being mistaken. He 
said he might be mistaken, but, if he was 
ach·ising anybo-dy, he would not advise them 
to put anYthing in it. In spite of that, the 
show looked so good that I not only put in 
£25 m,yself but induced a number of friends 
to put money into the venture because the 
sho1v looked like a. jeweller's shop, and so it 
was for about 6 or 8 feet along the reef. 
and then it pinched out. 'We put in about 
three months chopping all over the plactl 
and nev·er got even a trace of gold. That 
speculation wa' entered into against the 
ad ,-ice of the Government expert, and I 
g·i vc the particulars because hon. members 
on the other side the other night were saying 
that the geologists were no good and that 
they would not accept their opinions. In 
those three s"pm·ate instances the opinion of 
the geologist was proved to be absolutely 
accurate, and, when we have men like that 
in the ·department, we have something to 
congratulate ours,·lves upon. 

~tnother matter I want to refer to is the 
dcar·th of information in relation to the 
Stvx coalnJinl-.. I vvant to sa"f/ as dPfinit0lv 
as" l can that I am very dis,;:ppointed with 
the slow progress in connection with the 
Stvx coalfield. The report says there is very 
fine coal there. 

The SECRETABY FOR MIXES: The best in 
Au~tralia. 

Mr. IJ ARTLEY: Then for the Lord's sake 
get a decent move on and get tho shaft down 
so that we can g-et it out and sell it ! Do not 
talk about it! 

Th' SECRETARY FOR MIKES: The shaft r< 
dow•1 about 500 feet. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Not the big· shaft? 
ThP SECRETARY FOR MINES : Yes, the 

s.lwfL 

, . 
Olg 

Mr. HARTLEY: I am very pleased to 
heac iL The work has gone on a lot quicker 
tha'l up to the last time I inquired about it. 
and I hope that very soon they "ill be down 
on the coal and g·. t it out. Even if it is 
onlv 400 feet nearer than it was two years 
ago, we are that much further ahead. 

Mr. MoRGAN: It mav be so deep that :·on 
wili not be able to work it. 

Mr. HARTLEY: No. We know how deep 
the coal is. It is about 600 feet from the 
surface, if my memory serves me right. I 
am Yery pleased to hear that the work is 
so mucl" further ahead than I thought it was. 
I \Yant to sugp;est to the Government and to 
the Minister that, with three big State coal
mines like Baralaba, Styx, and Bowen, tho 
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business cannot be handled by the general 
deparbnent. as i::i being attempted ; and I 
suggest that they get a first-class man and 
put him in charge of a sub-department to 
manage tho whole of the State coalmines. 
There are two big factors in connection with 
ilhe development and profitable handling of 
~hese minPs-the mining part and the 
<>nginecring part. ?\o Government depart
ment will do it adequately and profitably. 
I have seen evidence in one or two cases 
where the management in the department is 
bringing about delay. I earnrstly advise the 
Mimster to put on a coalmining manager 
with a thorough knowledge of how to get out 
coal cheaply and in the largest quantities. It 
is rather hnny to see the hon. member for 
Burnctt. who the other night was condemn
ing this side right and left for depending on 
the Council of Agriculture and the Depart
n,ent of Agriculture for advice in connec
i ion with the handling of things belonging to 
the farmer, getting up this morning in 
defence of the Mines Department becau&e it 
was getting a little criticism in regard to its 
mining operations. It appears to me that 
when it is their own busine,,s hon. members 
opposire want to handle it their own "ay, 
but when it is something which does not con
ecru them they do not care who handles it. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jiurillu) : I am one of those 
who tbink that the time has arrived when 
the l\1inister should call a halt, and, before 
he sp.•nds thousands of pounds in prospecting 
or deYeloping new ycnturcs, he should show 
us something solid for the money already 
expended. The Minister has a lot of ventures 
in hand at the present time, but very few of 
them are showing a profit. I think that it is 
up to the hon. gentleman to show a profit 
and proye that the State is capable of hand
ling these ventures successfullv. Until he 
does that I do not think he is justified in 
Rpcnding huge sums of money in doubtful 
cd nr;wises \Yhich may land the State into 
t nmble, as we find is the case at present. 
I would draw the Minister's attention to the 
report of the Auditor-General for 1922-1923 
with respect to the Department of l\!Iines. I 
think that this matter requires some explana
tion. The _\uditor-General state,-

" DEPART~!ENT Ol!' MINES. 
" The accounts in connection with the 

following undertakings under the control 
of this department-· 

State coahnine. BoY\'en: 
State coalmine·, Baralaba; 
State coalmine, Styx No. 2; 
State coalmine, Styx No. 3; 
State <trsenic mine, Jibbenbar; 
State store, Jibbcnbar; 

were not finalised n t the date of this 
report, and therefore were not available 
for publication. As three months have 
now elapsed since the close of the finan
cial year, this delay is quite inexcusable, 
and apparently indicates lack of effective 
supervision on the part of the responsible 
department officials. It is hoped that 
there will be no recurrence of such 
regrettable neglect." 

That is prPtty stron!( < nt1{'1sn1. Could :1n 
,official who realises his position use stronger 
language than that? He states definitely 
that thi1,gs arc not as they should be-in 
fact, it is almost serious enough to move for 
a Commission of Inquiry to find out really 
what is happening in connection with these 
matters. The report goes on to say-

" 'l'he accotmts of the above under-

takings will be dealt with in my report 
on the State enterprises, under 'the con
trol of the Commissioner for Trade." 

Why is it that these enterprises are not 
managed in a businesslike way? There have 
been thousands of pounds spent in oonnec
tion with the undertakings mentioned by the 
Auditor-General, yet we find neglect or 
inefficiency on somebody's part-I do not say 
on the part of the Minister, although he is 
the head of the department, and must take 
the responsibility. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I take the 
l'<'sponsibility; I have got an explanation. 

Mr. MORGA;'\i': I am glad to hear that 
tho Minister has an explanation. This is the 
strongest criticism in connection with any 
department made by the Auditor-General for 
some time past. I could not let the oppor· 
tunitv pass without referring to it, and ask· 
ing the Minister to let us know why these 
matters have not been dealt with in a 
business-like and up-to-date way. 

I would like briefly to refer to the State 
arsenic mine and the general cost of pro
duction. 'l'he Minister knows that arsenic, 
like copper, has fallen considerably in value, 
and may fall still more. Befor•J the war 
arsenic equal to that produced at Stanthorpe 
sold for £9 10s. per ton. The Minister 
knows that we cannot produce arsenic , at 
that price; in fact, according to the report, 
it is costing £40 per ton. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The average 
price last year would be about £34. 

At 12.15 p.m .. 
Mr. DI:KSTAN ((;ympie). one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair
man in the chair. 

Mr. MORGA;'\i': In the last report I saw 
thH cost was stated to be about £40 per 
ton. The Minister also stated that he could 
have sold all the arsenic produced at 
J ibbenbar at thut particular tinw at £70 Df ,' 
ton. If the Minister can produce arsenic 'for 
£40 per ton and sell it at £70 per ton, it 
will be very profitable. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We have 
brought the cost of production down as low . 
as £27 per ton, but the average cost ovet· 
the year was £34 per ton. 

Mr. MORGAN: When the Minister made 
a statement he said distinctly that he could 
sell the arsenic at £70 per ton and that it 
cost £40 per ton to produce, and that by 
giving it to the prickly-pear selectors at £10 
per, ton, he was making them a present of 
£30 per ton as far as the cost of production 
was concerned, and of £60 per ton with 
regard to the market price of the article. 
It would be far better for the Minister to 
sell every bit of arsenic in the State mine, 
and not allow the farmer to have one ton of 
it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : '\Yhy? 
:Mr. MORGA~: If the hon. gentleman can 

produce arsenic for £40 per ton and sell it 
at £70 per ton, he is making a profit of £30. 
Instead of giving the farmer arsenic at £10 
per ton to mix his own poison, thereby 
losing £30 per ton-because, according to 
these figures the hon. gentleman would be 
losing £30 per ton if it costs £40 per ton t" 
produce-it would be far better for the 
department to make a profit of £30 per ton 
and give the farmer the mixed poison which 
i-; on the market. The mixed poison would 
be 50 per cent. better than tho pure arsenic. 

M r, M organ.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: And allow the 
manufacturers of poison to exploit the 
i,nner! If you advocated that we should 
make the poison, there would be something 
in it. 

Mr. MORGA).;: It would be far bettN to 
sell the <U'sf'nic for what it would bring and 
118(\ tile profit to manufarture our own poison, 
if 5o desire.], and give the farmer the manu
factmed article. \Vith the £30 a ton profit 
made on th<l s'tlo of arsonic t.he hon. geutle
mm could give the farmer the ready-mixed 
poison, which would be in every way better 
than what he is doing at the present time. 

The SEcR:::TARY FOH NliC'iES: There would 
hav8 been more pc•ar in Queenshnd to-day 
had it not been for the arsenic mine. 

.i\:Ir. MOR.GA),': It is only the out-of-date 
nwn vvho uses arsenic for pca.r poi:-3oning. 
In a fc\\~ rnonth::.' tirnc tbc hon. g(~ntlonHtn 
wiH have no applications for arsen!c for 
th~t purpose. In fact, I think the bulk of 
the• applications for poison are in connection 
"ith the use of it for suckering and dips. 
It soon will be just as much out of date to 
use arsenic to destroy pear a.s it would he to 
u'c o:H: of the wooJen ploughs used in Great 
Hri(nin 100 years ago. I would like to sec 
the, l\1inister use the arsenic in the manufac~ 
t ure of poison, if hr, likes, to prevent exploit
etion and give it to the farmers at n cheap 
r..1tC'. 

l recognise that the Chillagoe smelters are 
g:vmg work to a number of rne11, but it is 
'ery expensive. They are employed in a 
Jo,ing concern. \Vould it not be better to 
place them in some other lo~ality and make 
thorn prosperous or revenue producing? It 
i' all very well for the Government to say 
thn" they !1ave kept 1,200 men at work-we 
arc all glad that they are employed·--but 
they are not producing enough to pay the 
~Gst of their upkeep. If we were to run a 
r,rivate business in rhat way, what would be 
the result? vV e would go down. If you are 
nnning a company and find that the profits 
are not sufficient to pay wages and you make 
a loss of, say, £50,000 a year, you cannot 
r·arry on. The Minister thinks he is justified 
in using State money in a different m~nner 
t-<' the way he would use his own money. 
I say he is not. 

:\1r. HARTLEY : It is developing all the 6me. 
It is improving the a.sseb of the State. 

:\1r. :\IOHGA='J: Chillagoe wa.s exploited 
b:v priv:1tc- enterprise. ~Millions of money 
'Xrre spPnt upon it, and it neyor paid a diYi
<knd; and now, \Vith the bc't brains thr 
Government rould get, and the Government 
,.,.,ources behind it, it is still a loeing 
pYoposition. 

Mr. HARTLEY : 1t is m better order now 
tl1an the company ever had it in. 

I'lr. :\10RGAN: I admit that if copp0r 
g"cs l<P to £90 a ton it may be a. payable 
pro position; but •ve do not produce more 
thon 10 per cent. of the world's requirements 
in copper, and we have no control over 
prices. Personally I think it might be 
injurious to Austl'alia if copper went up to 
a high ptice, because everythin!J; we need to 
develop the State and Australla would go 
up in price accordingly. 

Mr. HARTLEY: How is it that the price of 
copper wire does not come down now? 

Me·. MORGAN: 'I'here has been a. co:>sider
" ble reduction in the price since the termina
tic.J of the war. It has been truly said that 

[Mr.. At organ. 

ever;~- ounce of gold costs about £6 to pr<;
duce, therefore it is not a payable proposi
tion, because the cost is more tha11_; the act~al 
value of thll gold. The same thmg appaes 
to coJpper. If we are getting £70 a ton for 
CO}iper and it is costing m £90 a ton to 
produce. it is not payable. yYhy not. use t~e 
monev in producing somethmg wluch wlll 
cor.1,;and a good market overseas? \Vould 
it not be better to produce another £1,000,000 
worth of wool? \Vould it not be bettN to 
employ the 1,200 m on. who arc workint; at 
r:hillagoe in the •~ool wdustry or elscwhJre 
0::1 the land in a. payable proposiht:;n •vh1ch 
would bring to the country somcthmg w1th 
which to pay the interest on our loans? 

J\1r. RrORDA::-;: Ac0ording to your arguinent, 
we should go ont of cattle-raising . 

Mr. MOHGA="': If cattle prices er con
ditions generally in the cattle industry are 
not going to improve, the best thmg- to do 
is to go out of the ~attle indu~try. 'l'he two 
things are not similar propositiOns, but all 
the same if the cattle mdustry cannot pay, 
one of two things must be done. :Either 
the cost of production has to be redu~cd or 
"" shall have to vo out of cattle altogether. 
'l'hP same thing applies to copper. At one 
time at £60 a ton, 1vit.h wages at £3 a week, 
it was a payable industry and gave e1:1pl~y
ment to thousands of men. Now It IS not 
payable with copper at £70 ~ ton and wages 
at £4 5s. a week. ~Would It not be better 
to have copper at £60 .a ton and have all 
om· copper shows workmg and showmg .a 
nwrgin of profit, with wages at £3. a week If 
thnt wage had the same purchasmg power 
<ts £4 5s., than to have copper ·at £70 a. ton 
<>nd all the mines idle? 

Mr. WEIR: \Ve say the same. 

Mr. MORGAN: If the prices of article.s 
g-enerally were reduced and the purc~asmg 
price of the sovereign came dowu accord.wgl;v, 
we could have thousands of men workmg m 
our mines even with copper at £70 a ton. 
I rememb~r the rime in Victoria when they 
were producing go!d from ore which went 
half an ounce to the ton. Could you work a 
rni ne giving ha. If an ounce of gold to the ton 
to-dfty? 

Mr. WrxsTANLEY: Yes, with a good seam. 
Mr. HroRDAN: It all depends on tho nature 

of the ore. 
Mr. MOHGAN: And on the cost of getting 

it. Some mines have better ores t~an oth~i' 
mines. The point I want to make Is tha~ It 
is not profitable for us to go on los~ng 
£100,000 a year for the purpose of keepmg 
a certain number of men at work. The 
Govemment told us that they could make 
the mines pay with copper in the vicinity 
of £90 a ton. So they could, but they 
bought the mines when copper was at £~0 
a ton, and now the price is falli:"g· It rs 
just the same as what h~ppened m connec
tion with the cattle statwns. The Govern
ment bought them at a time when cattle 
were high in price, and now they have fa)len 
to such an extent that they are not P.aymg. 
The same thing applies to the Chtlla.goe 
n1ines. 

A GovEHN::I!ENT MEMBER: You would cut 
down the men's wages. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Mr. Corbould said that he 
could make copper mining pay with 5 per 
cent. ore in the Cloncurry district. 

Mr. MOHGA='J: I am not advocating Gut
ting down the wages. I know that a man 
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getting £4 Ss. needs every penny to keep 
himself and his family under existing condi
tions, but the point I want to make is that, 
if a wage of £3 were equal to a wage of 
£4 Ss. if prices were reduced, the miner 
would be just as well off and we could pro
·duce copper profitably when the price was 
£70 a ton. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The miner could never keep 
a wife and family on £3 a week when copper 
was £60 a ton, unless he kept them in bags. 

Mr. :MORGAN: No; and they are keeping 
them in bags now. \Vhere will you find 
people living under worse conditions than 
those living on the mining fields to-day? 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is just where you are 
right. 

Mr. M ORGAN: The Auditor-General tells 
ns that the loss on the Roma oil bore amounts 
io o\·cr £36.000. 

1'he SECRETARY FOR :!\liNES: That is not a 
loss; it is an expenditure. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I am very pleased to hear 
it. Then we fmd that the loss on the Bam
f0rd State battery amounts to £4,463. I 
would like to see some of these things paying. 

I finJ that £16,324 has been spent in con
nection with assistance to miners obtaining 
precious stones. Nobody objects to the Go
vernment trying to assist people in this 
industry, but did the Ministry fix the matter 
0n a business basis when they laid down a 
S per cent. margin? 

The SECRETARY FOR ]\fi;;;Es: We paid 9S per 
·cent. on our standard, but we hope to get 
more than that standard. 

Mr. MORGAK: The Government are a 
long time about it. I hope that when they 
do get the money they will be able to give 
a certain amount to the miners by way of 
profit. 

\Ve were told that the \Varra coal mine was 
the best in Australia. That statement was 

broadcast all over Australia, and 
:[12.30 p.m.] now we find that the mine is 

a total failure, although it con
tains the very best coal. It is a. beautiful 
waterhole, but the coal is too costly to pro
·duce. 

Mr. BRUCE: There are always risks in 
mining. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is fair to expect S per 
-cPnt. of successes. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: What about the 
Bow on coalmine? 

Mr. M ORGAN: I find that £49,000 has 
been expended in connection with the Bowen 
iron and steel works. and we have nothing 
to show for it. It is unfortunate that the 
Minister should be connected with it. We 
.are told that the Stvx River coal is an 
exceptionally fine coal: We are told that it 
is the best in Australia, but we have heard 
that sort of statement before. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The eoal is being sold at a 
profit to the Railway Department in the 
Central District, but it is not being pro· 
duced quickly enough. 

Mr. MORGAN: I would like to see some 
·of these things pay so that some of the profit 
may be used in speculating, and then we 
could say we were not losing any money. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : A mine has to 
go through its developmental stages, and it 
.does not pay during that period. 

Mr. MORGA.:\: I hope before long the 
Minister will prove that it has been success
ful. I know he is very optimistic, but men 
who are engaged in mining all their livre 
or for a g:reat nun1ber of years always con
tend that they are going to strike the prize 
in the next hole. They have hearts like lions, 
.and never give up, always belioviag L1.1t 
it will be found in the next hole. 

Mr. HARTLEY: While they have that spirit 
they will keep this country going. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is a very fine spirit. 
Mr. HARTLEY: Do vou not do the 

thing in connection ~vvith droughts? 
fight through one drought believing 
next year i~ going to be a good one. 

san1e 
You 
that 

Mr. MCRGAX: Yes. but the individual 
ftghts the ~drought at his own cost. 

Mr. WEIR: Xo, you do not. 

M1·. MOHGAX: He is not using public 
funds. The Government should be vorv care
ful in expending public funds, and they 
should treat all the,e matters on a busim•es 
basis, whether t]le funds are going to a 
cornpany or to an individual. 

Mr. WINSTJ .. XLEY ({llacnton): The hon. 
1110mber for Mm·illa expressed rather extra
ordinary idc as which. if they were carriGd 
out, would help the country to go back rather 
than go forward. He evidently belieY8' in 
the past rather than looking at the present 
or to the futur0. He claimed that because 
copper wir(.~ and other copper thing;) in 
Australia were so cheap--

Mr. HAR1LEY : They are not. 

Mr. WlXSTANLEY: The hon. member 
said they were. Assuming that they are 
cheaper, he contends that the price for crude 
copper should be cheap also. If there is 
anything in his argument, it would be just 
as well to go from copper to wool. and say 
that because we are wearing woollen tweeds 
it would be better for us to have wool at 1t 

cheap price" and consequently clothes at a 
cheap price. When we come to consider 
the amount of copper used in Auotralia in 
comparison with what we are producing, and 
to say that because the commodity that is 
used is sokl at a cheap price the raw 
rnaterial should also be a cheap price, it is 
simply a nonsensical argument that no one 
who knows anything about the subject would 
use. 

The hon. gentleman also spoke about bring
ing spvereigns to Australia to pay for the 
goods that go out of Australia. A man who 
puts up an argument like that doe~ no·c 
klww anything about international trade
He does not know anything about it when he 
ta.lks about sovereigns coming into ,a countr-
which produces gold. He also said that . 
if wages WE're as low no"\V as they \vere to~1 
or twenty years ago, the country would be 
better off i' the purchasing power was thP 
same. Anvbody who knew the purchasing 
power of £3 per week twenty years ago, and 
what cc>uld be purchased then in comparison 
with what is purchased at the present time, 
vould not put up such an argument. It 
shows that the hon. member has in 
mind what was in the mind of the pecnle 
in Charters Towers when wages were £3 a 
week, when they put up the argument that. 
if the men were prepared to work for £2 
a week or £2 10s. a week, one-third more 
could be employed in the mines. There is 

Mr. Winstrrnley.] 



1774 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

ne doubt that those who argue like that have 
no objection to that being done so l0ng as 
th!'y are not victims of a system which would 
brin[; people absolutely back to the condi
tions of slllvery. There is no doubt that 
to-day people are purchasing· more than the: 
purchased twenty years ago, and they need 
tAJ. Years ago people went without a large 
rumber of things which the:. now get, and 
which they have ~ perfect right to get. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You are wrong. 
Mr. WIXSTA:\'LEY: I am not. I can 

f!Uarantee that the leader of the Opposition 
c-annot by any n1cans or n1cthod or figures 
rro\'0 othfrwise. 

Yl:r. TAYIOR: I went through it myself. 
Yl:r. Wll'\STANLEY: I went through it 

too, and I know what I had to put up with. 
l am "atisfied that the conditions to-day are 
i1etter thnn thev were twcntv or thirtv vears 
ago. I arn spe'llk1ng- of outSide of B1:isbane, 
in the northern and western portion of the 
State, and anyboch who knows anything of 
those coJJClitions will not hanker for them 

comp back-. I hope that they have gono 
en·r. The lcadPr of the Opposition is 

just the eame as the hon. member for Murilla 
}n rrfcrpnce to optimisn1. Had it not been 
'or the optimism of the people who pioneered 
Queensland there would have been no Queens
land. Thn<' is no que"tion that the people 
,;~~~ho 1.vorkcd in the mining districts and 
pwneerl'Cl the mining fields of Queensland 
were of a Yerv optimistic ten1peramcnt. 
Thev would not ·be mine"' if thev were not. 
The;• wen' very optimistic about the way 
they spent their money. and anyone who d1d 
not know them would sav that the,· were 
!cols for the \\~ay in whic-11 they spent it. 

"\ t 12.40 p.m., 
The CHA!RMA,; (:'11r. Kirwan, Brisbane) 

r<'sumed the chair. 
Mr. WINSTANLEY: They have con

fidence in the ventures they put their money 
into, and accordingly they put their money 
into them. Sometimes they win; sometimes 
thev lose. 

Mr. MooRE: Putting your own money into 
it, is different to putting the State's money 
into it. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: According to hon. 
members opposit£ it is quite right to put 
the monov of the State into anything that 
will help· the pastoralist or any other body 
of employers; but immediately any aid is 
given to mining they want to stop it: If the 
idea of the hon. member for Munlla was 
carried out, immediately a proposition be
came a non-paying one all the men engaged 
in it would get the sack and the whole of 
t,hp work W('uld be shut down. Anyone who 
has had anv experience knows that a private 
individual..2.and private individuals are just 
likG private companies-will run his business 
fit a loss for a certain length of time in the 
hopo that the market wiH revive. I know 
of business men who. although there has not 
been work for them to do. have not dis
charged their men. because they knew that, 
when trade revived again. they would find a 
difficulty in getting their men together agai!'-· 
Thev took a risk for four or five months m 
keeping their staffs on in the hope of recouJ?
ing thPmselvPS in the davs to come. There 1s 
no doubt that there is ~n element of gambl
mg- m mmmg. It is men like hon. members 
.;him; opposite who arc the gamblers and 
not the miner, who is a legitimate worker. 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

\Vhen a miner takPs up sha!'t'3 in a mine he 
will work it whether it is paying wages or 
not, because it is to his interests to see the 
mine developed. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Thev do the same as every-
one else does. ' 

Mr. WINSTA?IiLEY: If the speculator 
can ooom up the shares by booming up a 
report, he does so in order to sell those 
shares to his personal advantage on the Stock 
Exchange. That is the way they like to 
make money. 

Mr. KELSO : Do you mean to say that the 
miner is an investor? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Of course, he is an 
investor. 

Mr. TAYLOR: He invests his money to make 
a profit the same as anyone else. 

Mr. WINSTAKL.EY: Charters To.wers 
during the first twenty years of its existence. 
l'\o outside capital was spent in Charters 
Towers during that time. It was not until 
rock drills and deep sinking were resorted 
to and big companies and the speculators 
came on the field and the people began to 
be taken down. I can confidently state that 
if Charters Towers-and though I do not 
know so much about othe,r fields. I suppose 
the same remarks apply-had been kept as 
a legitimate rnining ypnture, and not 
exploited by half a dozen people, it would 
have been working to-day. 

GovERNMExT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY: As soon as the min
ing speculators saw that the mines were 
finished, that there was not much more in 
them so far as they were concerned, they did 
their level best to shut up the field. No 
better class of people come into a, community 
than miners. The discovery of a mining 
field would set Queensland going again. 
A discovery has been made outside Cion
curry, but whether it is a good or otherwise 
remains to be seen. The discovery points to 
the fact that Queensland has not yet been 
prospected to the fullest extent, otherwise 
such a discovery would not be made so close 
to an old mining field. I am positive that 
not only silver-lead mines but gold mines 
will be discovered in time to come. They 
will be discovered by people who are opti
mistic that gold and other minerals exist. 
They are the people who will make the dis
coverv and help Queensland along. Charters 
Towers was developed on practically 12-acre 
lea,·es. Up to the time when deep mining 
and rock drills were introduced th£ leases 
was not more than 12 acres in extent. Those 
leases were quite !arg£ enough to keep the 
companies going for a fairly long time. 
Later on, when deep mining and rock drills 
were introduced, the leases were enlarged to 
lOO and 150 acres. Thev were not half 
worked, and it sometimes happened that the 
eompanies were shepherding one-half or two
thirds of thP leas<•s-si'nplv adopting " 
'·dog in thE' manger" attitude, and prevent
ing others from working them. The Minister 
has acted ,visely in seeing that a handful of 
peonle do not monopolise the new silver
lead field in the Cloncurrv district. After 
some dcYelonmcnt has taken place there. it 
is possible that some of these 10-acre leases 
mav be combined and the area increased to 
20 'acres. So far as the legitimate miner is 
concerned, it is a wise thing to limit the size 
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of the lease, otherwise the whole area may be 
>ecured by one company, which does not 
intend to work them, and it will keep people 
off the field. 

For many years past a sum has been 
placed on the Estimates for the aid and 
development of mines. I am sorry to soo 
that the Government-probably the Treasurer 
-have found it necessary to cut down that 
vote on this occasion. Last year £19,500 
appear<ed on the Estimates for that purpose, 
nnd this year it is cut down by £3,500. 
When that sum is spread over all the mining 
fiPlds in Queensland no one can get a large 
atnount. 

:vir. HARTLEY: ,T ust enough to christen the 
f'rtgine. 

i\1r. WINSTA::'-iLEY: Ten ;ear.- ago a 
rrtine was taken u11 a.t C'.harters To,vcrs whi{'h 
h:td been given U]J a' not worth the l!·oub!e 
of working. The company had spent about 
£200,000 on other leases, and they could not 
l'ai~t· 1noney Pnough. after hrn-ing spent rheir 
fund::; on developing the 1nine, to work lt. 
They approached the previous Government, 
when the hon. member for Albert was Secre
tary for :viines, and he gave them a subsidy 
oi £500. It was not very much, but it was 
('nc,ngh to give thetn a sfart. The con1pany 
did some work with the £500 and things 
look('d promising. For ten years thflt mine 
has bt>cn employing from lOO to 150 men, 
and has be0n a paying proposition s0 far 
a.< the shareholders "ere concerned. That 
subsidy was money \Yell spent. The cornpany 
built up a reserve fund of £4,000 or £5.000, 
but in the last five or six months their luck 
luts been out, with the result that their 
rc;.,crvo fund has been exhausted. Thev very 
naturally are asking- the Government to come 
to their assistanee, and thus keep the IDen 
c·mployed. The Government no ·doubt will 
assist them. The point arises whether, when 
a mine reaches the stage when it doe.s not 
appear to be profitable, it should he shut 
down and thus put an end to operations. 
That should not be done. It has often ha p
pened in mining that, after the original 
r,rospectors have gone away, someone else 
hns come along and, vvithout rnuch \vork or 
wa;ting, has reaped the reward that the first 
pt'ople should have got. From this wmd
point it is quite legitimate that the Gov(•rn
rnent should help the struggling mining com
panies in existence at the present tim<-~. 

The hon. membe,· for Murilla among other 
tltings had something to say about batteries 
iu various parts of the State. The Gnvern· 
rnent have come in for some criticism b1-=.ca.u.3r~ 
£2,000 has been spent in that direction at 
Ch'l.rters Towers. The expenditure of that 
sum has enabled miners to crush 800 tons of 
stone. If that battery had not been then•, 
the prospecting for 'that stone would not 
have been done. Tllat has been dmw, not 
only so far as Charters Tovvers is concen:ed, 
but practically all over the country. Men 
«re still looking for reefs, sometimes r.;etring 
--tone that pays wages and sometime"~ ~)CarcAly 
paying wages, but they are optimistic. The 
mill \Yas £100 short of paying expenses but 
agamst that they have 240 or 250 tons of 
sand which they will treat in the futurE'. 
1 think that the Department of MitJes is 
deserving of comtwmdation for thfl h(·lp rt 
hf1s given to tho mining industry in 
Queensland. 

A good deal of cri tic ism has been levelled 
against the action of the department in con
nection ,vith Chillagoe. If hon. members 

know anything about the subject, they will 
know that, when the railway was first built 
to Chillagoe and afterwards to Etheridge, 
it was on the condition that it was to be 
repurchased by the Government after a cer
tain period had elapsed. There was no 
getting away from that. The company could 
look to the Government and expect payment 
for the railwav when the time fell due. The 
Government thought that, instead of allow· 
ing the whole countryside to lie idle and the 
railway to go to ruin, they might as well try 
to keep the railway in permanent order. 
They preferred to do this instead of taking 
over a heap of scrap iron, and at the same 
Ume they endeavoured to r~vive the mining 
mdustry. Up to the present the proposition 
may not have been a payable one, but that 
is partly due to the insufficiency and quality 
of the ore that has been smelted. I know 
of one mine in Ravcnswood with exception
ally rich ore that always used to send the ore· 
to Port Kcmbla; but when the Chillagoe· 
Cempany started smelting operations, they 
sent it to Chillago<:' and got, not onlv a 
C]uickcr, but a better return than by sending 
lt to tlw South. They appreciated the fact; 
that th(' Chillagoe Company's smelte·rs were 
a valuable acquisition and that they helped, 
not. only Chillagoe, but other places in North 
Queensland. For that reason, I certainly 
think that. when all is ,aid and done, the 
liuvcrnmcnt should be commended for thEJ 
as~ietance they haYe gjycn. 

M~ning is certainly slumping at the pre
S('nt trme, but there are great possibilities 
that Queensland will see a revival of the 
mining industry, not only in gold, but in 
other metals. That is, provided we do not 
becor!'e pessimists. If we become pessimistic, 
rt W1ll mean not only the end of mining, 
bul the end of a number of other industries 
aJ present in existence in the State. 

So far as the officers of the Department 
of Mines are concerned, I have always found 
t~em exeeptional_ly courteous. and .ready to 
g.rve me all the !nformatron ~n therr posses· 
Sl(Jn, wr.th a new to helpmg along the 
mmmg mdustry. For some time past the 
Department of Mines has had a drill 
op~rating at Charters Towers, putting down 
ho,cs in order tD test the count1·y. 'I'o some 
extent the results have not been encouraging. 
But the latest report is that they have gone 
thwugh a farrly large formation with stone 
cont_aining .mineral that, while it may not 
JUStrfy puttm15 down a shaft, certainly justifies 
further expenmentmg. I hope that before the 
dnll rs removed from Charters Towers a few 
holes will be put down in localities where 
old miners are quite co_nfident that gold 
exrsts-where they have tr·red the surface but 
havE> lost the run of the reef which may 
possibly be .Picked up in deep~r ground. I 
am not desrrous of seeing mines worked at 
4.000 feet: I think 400 fed would be more 
comfortable and convenient for those 
wcrking in the mines. 

Taking things all in all, I consider that 
the Department of Mines has done good 
"ork for Queensland, and I hope that that 
good work will be continued in the future. 

::\Ir. PETERSON (.Vormanby): I am not 
one of thosP who disagree with the action 
of the Government in en~eavouring. to keep 
cert!'m mdustrres gomg m connectiOn with 
mmmg. I prefer to see the Government sub
"drse those industries rather than perpetuate 
t.he . system of ra bans and doles to large 
bodres of men from which we can get no 

M1·. Peterson.] 
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!.'et urn. You may make a loss on certain 
undertakings, whether they are private or 
State, but the action is justified when you 
take into consideration the benefits gained 
b.y keeping those undertakings open fDr the 
t1me bemg, from the fact that men are 
employ&d, the railway returns are enhancoo. 
ocmpany taxe> are securoo, and-this is 
upportant-the State is able to secure income 
tax from them. It must also be kept in mind 
that mining may revive at any time, when a 
large reward will be reaped. I consider that 
the alternative of keeping a. large body of 
mnploy·ees on rations merels tends to 
demoralise the men. · 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Thev would be 
much better out prospecting. · 

Mr. PETERSOK: That is so. I have 
always found ~he Secretary for Mines pre
pared to subs1d1sc any reasonable show in my 
elcctorul<e. Up to the present the prospectors 
have not been very successful, but not because 
\hey have not tried nor because they have not 
H:cured assistance from the Government. I 
believe that nD hDnest prospecto1· with a 
rc,\oonable show would have anv difficultv in 
'ocuring assistance from the Jliiinister. ·\\·e 
find this in the .\uditor-Goneral's report for 
1921-22-

" The hon. the JYiinister arranged with 
an experienced miner to carry out the 
testing of the Palmer goldfield as agent 
for-but without expense to-the depart
ment. The transport of material and 
drilling (2,000 feet) is being carried out 
by the Mines Department at a cost 
appr?ximately of £2,340, which is to be 
repa1d by the prospectors." 

fn the Auditor-General's report for the 
following year, 1922-23, we find-

" The arrangement made by the hDn. 
the Minister with an experienced miner, 
representing a syndicate, to carry out the 
testing of the Palmer goldfield, has been 
terminated. Three bores wer,, put down 
to an aggregate depth of 2,165 feet, at 
a total expenditure of ,£4,382 5s. 6d. In 
accDrdance with the agreement the syndi
cate ropaid £2,488, being the original 
estimated CDst, £2,340, together with 
£148 10s. which was charged for drilling 
at 18s. per fDot beyond 2,000 feet." 

:-low th0 agreement was that the department 
of Mines was to m>J.ke this expenditur·e which 
'":;; to be repai·d, yet we find in the last 
report of the Auditor-General that the 
amount has been charged to the department. 
9f cmu·se 1 ?annat say if the Minister thDught 
It worth while afterwards to go deeper. It is 
well, when the Auditor-General draws att·en
tion to the matter. that the Minister should 
give an explanation. The report further 
states -

" The accounts in connection with the 
f< llowing undertakings under the con
trol of this d,epartment :-

State coalmine, Bowen: 
State coalmine, Baralaba; 
State coalmine, Styx, No. 2: 
State coalminE', Styx, No. 3; 
State arsenic mine, Jibbenbar; 
State stme, Jibbenbar: 

were not finalised at date of this report, 
and th 2reforo nDt available for publica
tion. As three months have now elapsoo 
since tht> close of the financial year, this 
delay is quite inexcusable and apparently 
indicates lack of effective supervision on 

[Mr. Peterson. 

th0 part of the responsible departmental 
officials. 

" It is hoped that there will be no 
recurrence of such regrettable neglect.'' 

'J'he :Minister can understand our position 
and that it is impossible for any hon. member 
to discuss the pros and cons Df Stat<J enter
prise unless he has got information from 
tbe Audit<Jr-Generrrl's report or from the 
rc•pcrt of the Department Df Mines. The 
Minister might be able to disabuse our rr.inds 

in that matter and give us some 
[2 p.m.] information as to how t.hc field is 

progressing. Speaking for the 
f'tyx Ri,·er coalfield. I wish the Ministc1· all 
luck in the development of that field. I 
remember when we advocated the Stvx coal
miue the Premier had the temcrih-' to sav 
th~tt there \\ a3 not a wheolbarrD\V full ,;r 
coal in the whole area. Ho ridicuied the 
whole idea and treated the thing as a joke. 
Fortunatelv \\'8 have been able to show that 
th8 Styx River cod is not a joke. It has 
been a1yarded tfle prize medal l,:, the 
Admiralty. That goes to 'how that sometimes 
the member for the district knows just as 
much about these things as thDse in ch<crge 
nf the business. I am very glad to sec that 
th•? optimism of the Secretary for Mines 
lu•s been justified sv far as the development 
of that field is concerned. I understand from 
correspondeace I have had frDm that centre 
that there is a considerable amount of dis
satisfactiDn on the field. I would like tD 
knov; if the :Y.Iinister can give us any reason 
for the dissatisfaction, and why it is contem
plated to reduce the employees. I do nDt 
know whether I am correctly informed or nDt. 
but I understand that there has been a 
reduction in the number of empiDyecs. If it 
is for the purpose of economy, or if the 
appliances are mDre up-tD-date, of courile we 
cannDt take umbrage at the Minieter 
attempting to run the mine on an economical 
bas1s. 

'l'he SECRET.\RY FOR l\1INES: We hDpe that 
the reduction will be temporary only. 

i\Tr. PETERSON: I hope t.he mine will bo 
o. huge success, beoeuse there is no question 
about the quality of the coal. The tests have 
shown that the coal in the Styx area is Df a 
very fine quality. While Dn this matter, I 
would like to ask: Is it a fact t.hat the 
Minister refusoo to grant any leases in this 
area to private ir>dividuals within 60 m· 70 
miles of the Styx Hiver State coalmine? 

The SECRETARY ron MINES : I refuse·l one 
license on the railway line some distance 
from the Styx River. 

Mr. PE'l'ERSON: In other parts Df my 
electorate there are smne very valuable out
cwps, and it does seem a dog-in-the-manger 
p~licy to prevent anyDne else working that 
coal. 

'I he SECRETARY FOR MIKES: I might inform 
the hon. member that the parties applying 
for that particular license had another licr,nse 
for very good coal oountry at Blair Athol 
which they were not wDrking. I would not 
n!!Dw them to takr, up another area when 
they were not working the area they already 
held. 

Mr. PETERSON: If that was so, under 
the Mines Regulation Act the Minister had 
power to cancel their lease at any time. 
'i'.he hon. member fDr Leichhardt inte:rjeoted 
that there were too many coalmines already. 

Mr. FoLEY : Too many Dpened up. 
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Mr. PETERSO;.;-: I remember that when 
the hon. member went up to the Blair Athol 
di,trict he explained to the miners there 
that the reaso11 whv orders for Blail· "\thol 
stopped was bocau:;c the people at Hock
hampton could get the coal cheapL>r from 
the Styx. I:Vhy should the people at Mackay, 
for instance, be rrevented from. getting 
cheaper ooal than they can get it from the 
Styx coaln1i11e for'; 

The HOME SEcRm'ARY: The concession in 
rcbard to ca.rriago vvhich tilt~ Governn1ent 
gu,-e would help. 

Mr. PETEHSO::\: ::\'ot only would the 
·Cc:ncession in regard to carriage assist, but 
,t13o the development of t.he mine by the 
persons c.oncerned. I an1 not an authority 
,o fa.r a.s working charges are concern8d, but 
they estimate ihat they can prDdnce tho coal 
aDd ~ell it n considerably it:- ,s prico ~han tho 
State is asking for the Styx coal. Doth 
n1ine:-: are in n1y district, ,and I an1 anxious 
t) ::,pe the consun1E'rs of coal gottin~ it as 
cheaply as possible compatible with the 
1~1iners getting f,o.ir and ptopPr \Yages: but 
the whole desire 'hould be to do the very 
bc"t <hing for the State. If wo ,ay tha't 
b8ca.use we have a lot of coalrnines in Queens
land nobody else should be allowed to put 
!heir money into the industry and try to 
ccc'l'elop mines of their own and make their 
own markets, we n·e establishing a bad pre
cedent. One hen. member opposito was 
denouncing pessitnism, but it is a sign of 
pe;simisrn if within an area of 300 miles 
we are not going to allow other coctlmines 
than those w)lich a,-e already established. 

'Ihe SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is not the 
c:eneral policy. 'rhis company has applied 
£,,,. an area when they are not working a 
mine which they already have in another 
district. 

Mr. PETERSON : The people I am speak
ing about are not like that at all. They are 
prepared to put. their money down and com
mcuce working the area at the earliest pos
sible moment. Is it fair to prevent somebody 
·else from getting ooal and providing a large 
number of districts with cheaper coal'! I 
hope the Minister will explain this matter. 
and will also be able to give us some insight 
inb the cause of the unrest at the Styx 
River at the present time. No one wants 
to harass the hon. gentleman-"e wish to 
assist him all be can. 

I want to refer to anot.her matter. I do 
not want to be at cross purposes with the 
Minister over it, but I have really to com
plain very bitterly about the action of the 
Mines Department in their treatment of Mr. 
M. Hanrahan, of Wycarbah, in my district. 
It seems that this gentleman bought :t quan

·tity of arsenic from the deputment. After 
he had spent a certain sum of monev it was 
found that the arsenic "as absolutely useless. 
and the wages paid in carrying· out the 
operation was so much money wasted because 
the arsenic was not up to specification. I do 
not want to complain at ·any great length 
en this matter, because I realise that mis
takes are made in all businesses, but the 
trouble is that this man did not make a 
mistake. Acting npon the specifications of 
the Mines Department. he purchased a c<>rtain 
qu~ntity of arsenic. He sent this letter to 
r;ne, and I submitted it to the department 
eight months ago. W:.hat I am complaining 
about IS that although l went to tne depart
ment on four occasions-on thrC'e of them I 

went to se(' the 1\Iinister-1 was referred to 
Mr. Drophy. Mr. Drophy, before he thought 
of resiguinb from the service, promised to 
make an inquiry into the matter, but neither 
::\ir. Brophy nor any other officer of the 
1\linfJ;: Depa.rtment has attempted to andwer 
this claim which has b0en put in. l\Ir. 
Hanrahcn v;rote to me in this way-

" I an1 again going to trouble yon. 
" f::.ome months ago I sent a claim 

through you to the Mines Department 
for £195. which amount I am at the lose 
of owing to the Mines Department supply
ing rn(~ with inferior arsenic-vvhich 
they lmve admitted. 

" As it happened to be in tlw hustle
bustle of 1he eiection no doubt io was 
overlooked, as I have received no answe_ 
so far. 

··Therefore I would be thankful it 
vou would interview tho 1\Iinist·c>r tor 
!Vlines and have this matter adjw.ted. 

" 1 am enclosing a copy of the account. 
" Thanking you for the troubl , you 

have already t",ken." 

This man's claim \\"US 1uade up as follovvs:-
£ 

"\Vages. twelve week:;; at £4 5s. 
]H'r 'veek 51 

Horse and dray. twelve weeks 
at 15'. per day 54 

S~a 00 

£195 ,. 

I undersi'rllld that this man can verifv that 
up to the hilt. I understand h<' used· some
thing like a ton of arsenic. ·whether hie 
clairrr is valid or not mav be open to dis
pute, but he had to go to all thi, trouble. 
In crood failh he crot the aJ"'enrc from the 
dep~rtmcnt. and ·a{the end of the application 
his pear was growing as well as ever, and 
the department said, " On analysis we find 
that the <•.rsenic was not up to specification. 
and ,vc ,Yill send you some n1orc." 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR :MrxEH: \Ye took hi,, 
word that it was bad arsenic and sent him 
another lot. 

Mr. PETERSON: Yes, but in using the 
other arsenic he has incurred an expenditure 
of £195, for which he does not get the 
slio-htest return. I think that the Govern
nce"'nt in common ·with other trading concerns, 
should protect a purchaser where it can be 
proved that he has been injured by some 
neglect or cause over which the Minister or 
the officers of his department have perhaps 
no control. I do not bring this matter 
forward in a carping spirit. but merely in 
an endeavour to make the Minister see the 
justice of the claim or the nece9sity for 
investigating it more than he has done. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I will do that. 

Mr. PETERSON : ,Thank you. If a wrong 
does exist-a.nd I am pretty sure that Mr. 
Hanrahan is not the sort of man to make an 
unjustifiable claim-it should be righted, and 
I shall be grateful if the Minister will push 
the matter forward. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) : I want to say a 
few words in support of the industry which 
in 1867, when Gympie :v~s discovore•d, _lifted 
this State from a conditiOn of stagnatwn to 
one of prosperity. That is a reply to ~he 
pessimism of some hon. membNs opposite. 
In 1902, when there was a great drought i_n 
this State. the only bright spots were Gympw 

Mr. Collins.] 
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and Charter,, Towers, which helped to tide 
u-. over our difficulties, and. judging fron1 
what we can see at the present time. this new 
discovery in the Cloncurry district may be 
the n1eans of enabling us to \Vin a lot tnore 
prosperitv than we enjoy at nresent. At any 
rate, I am ono of those who take off my 
hat, ,so to speak, to the men who in the early 
days went right into the wilderness and lived 
on f'Orned lJecf and dan1per, and who \VCl'e 

"ot at all time' able to get tbat, becauso 
the squatter; were not altogether fa\·our
able to the prospectors because they used 
to disturb their cattle or sheep. The man 
on the land is not the only pioneer of this 
C'ountry, and 1nany of t.hoBe prospectors 
had to sink manv holes before thev struck 
what ti1Py called payable dirt. ·r know 
what it iB to work dav after dav and week 
after Vd_'e-k. and recelv-e not a~ penny for 
my labour. but still g·o on working as hard 
as any n1an in any part of the \vorld, 
e-ndeavouring to get a livelihood and dis· 
cover o-old So f want to sav a word or 
two on~ hehalf of the pionen,· of the nnn
ing indn~try. 

I differ from some of nw friends \vith 
reganl to \vhat they call experts. I want 
to tell the hQn. member for Tomvong that 
there is a ,difference bf'hYcen b0licYing in 
geology and believing in cxperts-a,nd 
there i-, a difference bf't\Yecn the mining 
~·xp<'rt ~llld the gcologiH. The n1ining 
expert is genera.ll::: a man who layE> him· 
eel£ out +o take down the public l1y issuing 
pro~pcctuscs and tnaking ~tatel)lcnts when 
things are not vYhat he says. 

At 2.15 p.m., 
:!Yir. DcXS'fAN (Gym.pi~o), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair
man in the chair. 

::\1r. COLLINS: I have worked at mining 
for twenty-five years, and I know something 
"bout it. and my experience has taug-ht me 
that no matter in what part of Queensland a 
discovery takes place, if I divide it by four, 
I generally get the truth. I hope the 
development that is now taking place a few 
mil<"· from Chillagoe and the Cloncurry dis
tricts will be the means of reviving mining 
in Queensland. 

I was ,m·prised to find no criticism of the 
Bowen State coalmine by the leader of the 
Opposition. I suppose he is now well aware 
that it has reached what might be called 
the producing point. I notice that he is not 
finding any fault with it. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You gave me the figures the 
other day concerning it. 

::\Ir. COLLINS: That was when it was 
a prodncing mine. There a.re two wavs 
in which a mine can pay: There are the 
profits to be made from actual mining look
ing at it from a purely mining point of 
new, and there are the benefits that accrue 
to. a community from the development of the 
mme. Let me use the Bowcn State coalmine 
as an illustration. Before that mine was 
developed we were paying 42s. 6d. per ton 
for our coal in the North, whereas to-day 
we are paymg at the mine 18s. per ton for 
screened coal, 16s. per ton for unscreened 
eo a I, and 14s. for slack. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Look at the number of men 
out of work in the Ipswich district. 

Mr. COLLINS.: Let us examine for a few 
moments what that really means. I have in 
my hand a report by the manager of the 

[Mr. CoUins. 

Bo\\·cn State coalmirH'. which <tppcarcd in 
the Bowen " Independent" of 15th Sep
.tember. He says-

" The railway was complete-d to the 
State mine on 2nd September, 1922, and 
coal production started from this mine· 
on 4th September. and to date (Sep
tember, 1923) 67.713 tons of coal have 
been produced. The rails were not com
pleted to the Consolidated Company's 
mine till Christmas. 1922, and to date 
this mine has produced 9,000 tons of 
coaL" 

If we take the price of 42s. (}d. per ton and 
the price of 16s. per ton for unscreened coal, 
we shall find that there has been a saving
already to the users of coal in North Queens
];.nd of approximat0ly £80,000. 

Mr. VowLES: What about dividing that 
b_; four'? (Laughter.) 

Mr. COLLINS: There is no need to divide 
it }r,~ four. The Bo,ven State coalmine is 
now" producing about 400 tons of coal daily, 
which practically means a saving of £500 
per day as compared with the price that 
was paid for coal imported from the South_ 
That is a benefit to the general community. 
A good many hon. members seem to lose sig-ht 
of the fact that it is not altogether the 
amount of profit that the Minister can show 
on mining, but it is the profit to the general 
community as compared with the price paid 
for coal impm·ted from the South. 

Mr. TAYLOR: From Ipswich. 
Mr. COLLI:'i'S: Assuming that the Bowen 

State coalmine, which is gradually develop
ing, continues its output of 400 tons of 
coal daily for 250 working days in J·he 
twelve months, it means a saving to the 
people of :'i'orth Queensland of approxi
mately £125,000 over and above the amount 
that would have to be paid for coal coming 
horn the South. Is that not a wonderful 
saving? I can quite understand hon. gentle
men who have been trained in what might be 
c-a]],,d the commercial school of thought not 
conceiving of anything paying unless it is 
actually showing a profit, as will be the case 
y.ith the Bowen State coalmine when it 
gets on its feet properly. The Minister 
informs me that that will be so. The possi
bilities are very grea.t in connection with 
that mine, and when the new jetty at Bowen 
i,; completed--it is expected to be completed 
by 1924-we shall then be able to export 
coal to different parts of the world if there 
are the markets for that coal that we anti
cipa.te there will be. I anticipate that. there 
will be a market. The Mines Department 
deserves credit for the manner it has 
dHeloped that mine. I take it that it is 
developing the other State coalmines in 
other portions of Queensland in a similar 
way, and I hope that the good work being 
done will be continued. ; I said a few 
moments ago that there was a difference 
between geologists and experts. While my 
friend the hon. member for Fitzroy praised 
Mr. Saint-Smith, of the Geological Depart
ment, I want to say a word in favour of 
Mr. B. Dunstan, the Chief Geologist. We 
all know that years ago Dr. Jack, who was 
a celebrated geologist and had a great 
reputation, practicalJv put a damper on the 
Bowen coal ficid and retarded its develop
ment by a report he wrote. It was only 
when Mr. Dunstan went up to the Bowen 
coal field and reported upon it that its 
worth was made known. Mr. Dunstan is 
one of the most able geologists in Australia. 
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I am not talking of him as an expert, but 
as a geologist who has knowledge of the 
Jifferent strata that go to make up Queens
land and Australia. 

At 2.21 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Kinvan, Brisbane) 

r8sumed the chair. 

Mr. COLLINS: When Mr. Dunstan went 
up to report on the Bowen coalfield he had 
Dr. Jack's report before him. I happened 
to be travelling np North on the same boat 
that he travelle·d by and he told me that, in 
view of Dr. Jack's report, he was not hopeful. 
The hon. member for South Brisbane was 
then representing Bowen, but he was put out 
ou account of his extremism and later on 
I was put in because of my moderation. 
(Laughter.) Wo are both in Parliament 
still. Through the efforts of the hon. mem
be'l· for South Bl·isbane J\1r. Dunstan was 
sent up to report on that coalfield. I remem
ber meeting Mr. Dunstan subsequently, and 
he was man enough to say to me, " After 
a careful examination of the Bowen coalfield, 
I have come to a different conclusion alto
gether to that arrived at by Dr. Jack, and 
I am satisfied that there is a. coalfield there." 

Mr. FERRIOKS: He told us both. 
Mr. COLLINS: That is the point that I 

want to make-that them is a coalfield there 
-not a coalmine-capable of producing not 
millions but billions of tons of coal. There 
is no shortage of coal in Queensland ; there 
is an abundance of i-t. :;\!"a tu re has been kind 
to Queensland, not only so far as her coal 
deposits are concerned but aleo her artesian 
wo,ter supply. I do not know of any country 
i'l the world where ::'\ature has been so kind. 

I now pass from coal to deal with gold. 
because I represent the second gold-produc
ing centre in Queensland. I speak of ::\!Iount 
Coolon. Only yesterday morning I received 
a letter from Mount Coolon stating that at 
the 100-ieet level at Barclay's claim. on the 
Mount Coolon line of re,;f, the red has 
increased to 25 feE't in width. Alreadv there 
are on the field three 10-head batteries, and 
the writer went on to say that the Mount 
Coolon Company was going to add anothel' 
five head, making fifteen head in all. I am 
satisfied we are going to develop a. fairly 
good goldfield there. I want to thank the 
Minister for ·what he has done towards reviv
ing the old Normanby goldfield, which, in 
thP opinion of some miners, will develop into 
a gold-producer as time goes on. 

I have not anything to ea vi! at against the 
Mines Department. The only exception I 
take is the reduction in the prospecting .-ote. 
\Vhen that vote is spread over the whole of 
Queensland it will be ·recognised that it is a 
verY small amount indeed. I am not one of 
those who believe that we have discovered 
the whole of our mineral deposits in Queens
land. Only yesterday I received a letter 
from a man who is prospecting in my elec
torate, informing me that as soon as he 
received word that his prospecting area had 
been granted more than likelv he would be 
able to announce the discovery of a new 
goldfield in Queensland. We want to 
stimulate prospectors to go out and prospect. 
It is better to give a man £1 10s. a week
which the Minister allows for a single man, 
and £2 for a married man-than to ha.-e 
those men receiving what hon. members 
opposite term doles. I am going to watch 
them very closely in connection with a Bill 

that is going to be passed thmugh the 
House. as to whether they will object to
doles for the cattlemen or not. I would 
prefer to see money spent in prospecting 
rather than in subsidising those who are
unemployed. There are any amount of 
districts in Central and Northern Queensland 
where important discoveries will be made 
in the near future. 

I think that the Department of Mines is 
to be congratulated on its Ohillagoe results. 
As my hon. friend the member for Burke 
knows, that district is practically a territory 
itself-a huge stretch of country. If they 
had not the Ohillag·oe mines in that di,trict 
it \Yould be practically a wilderness, and 
even if we have a loss on the mines \re show 
a profit, inasmuch as we are employing there 
at the present moment over 1,000 men. \Ve 
all know the state of the labour market ; if 
these 1,000 men were not employed in con
nection with the Chillagoe mines and 
smelters they might be on the labour market. 

Mr. YOWLES: They might be out pros
pecting too. 

:\1r. COLLINS: The hon. member cannot 
think of anything but profits. If the pro
position will not pay directly it will pay 
i:r::directly. All that is wanted to make the
Chillagoo district pay is to discover one rich 
vein or lode. \V e used to have a saying 
\Yhen I was working at mining to the effect 
that anyone can work a rich mine but it 
takes a good man to work a poor one. That 
is true of all mining. I am in hopes that 
this new discovery will be rich enough to 
pull Chillagoe out of the mud and make it a 
paying concern. An hon, memb<>r opposite 
,,, 1s dismaved when th<> State batteriPs \YPre 
reported a·s not pa.ying--

Ml·. VOWLES: The Minister is not 
dismayed. 

Mr. COLLIXS: No; the Minister is an 
opt.imist like myself. I am satisfied that 
those State batteries have done good wm·k .. 
The Labour Government are pioneers in 
State battery operations. The Tory \iovern
ment never rose to the occasion and did not· 
gi ;e us State batte1·ies in those bad old Tory· 
days. I was prospecting in t,hose days, and' 
we were riuht out in the eountrv and \'CJ'V 
often had ;0 meat and had to reiv on what 
we shot in the way of wallabies and so forth. 
I made a request to the department for <an 
advance to enable my party to go to Gympie
and get our stone crushed. The Tor:;· Go
vernment gave us ihe huge sum of £6. and 
we had to borrow from a. good neighbour in 
the locality in ord<'r that we might take that 
sione down to Gympie. That i.s ,,]] the 
Department of Mines did for my party in 
the year 1902. 

I say that the present Minister is grvmg 
excellent assistance. I take off m v hat to 
those sturdy old l1ioneers who went out to' 
th'J south of Oooktown tin scratching. It 
would do hon. members opposite who repre
sent farming communities a. deal of good· 
to see those tin-scratchers working. Some, 
of the work occupied twelve months of their· 
time without bringing in a pennv, and they 
had to bring water two or three miles to 
enable them to sluice their tin. There is 
not an hon. member opposite who has passed 
through that experience. 

M·r. OosTELLO: Don't be silly. 

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member has not 
gone through it. I do not know of any 

Mr. Collins.] 
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c.lher district where thev have had to bring 
water 3 miles to sluice tin. 

I have seen men who had no company 
behind them doing that kind of work living 
in the scrub. felling the timber and sawing 
it out to enable them to get the necessary 
ftuming to cross the creeks in order to bring 
the water to their tin-shows. I sav a.ll honour 

. to that type of man: and while 
t2.30 p.m.] that type of man ex1sts 1n 

Queensland there is hope for 
the future of mankind and hope for the 
l.abom· party, because I do not think one 
of those men would vote for hou. members 
opposite. They belong to the class who 
believe in democracv and who de all they 
can to uplift ma.nkin"d and do away with the 
conditions of slaver·: that have existed in the 
past. · 

I want to mention one thing that I over
look ·d when I was dealing with Mount Coolon. 
When Dr. .J ens en visited that district a few 
months ago he reported the discovery of a 
hug·c deposit of iron ore. That was something 
that was not known when we were talking 
so much about the establishment of iron and 
·t ·cl works. Within the BO\ven electorate 
itself we have a huge iron ore deposit, and 
I hope as time go~s on that this iron ore 
deposit will be utilised, and that it will be 
made into iron and steel and that finally 
we shall see the iron and sLel works estab
lished at Bowen. 

:!YL- KERR (Enoggua): Th~> hon. member 
for Bcwen referred jn no uncertain terms to 
what he called the olden days befor-e the 
Labour party came into power, and, if his 
remark< indicate anything, they indicate that 
under th<> regime of the Labour party mineral 
production has gone ahead by leaps and 
bounds. Unfortunately, if you get down to 
tin tacks, you will find that under the Labour 
Adminstration our mineral resources are not 
being developed. In support of my conten· 
tion, I wish to point out that production in 
connection with mining was far greater in 
1914 than it is to-day, as the following state· 
ment will show :-

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF YIELD OF PRINCIPAL 
MINERALS DURING 1914 AND 1922 
RESPECTIVELY. 

I 

1914. 1922. 

Gold 
ozs I 249,468 80,584 

Copper tons 18,4::;5 5,104 
Silver ozs 253,964 

I 
273,036 

Coal tons 1,053,990 958,519 
Tin ore tons 1 2,085 

I 

1,098 
Opal and gems .. £' 17,800 35,862 
Wolfram tons I 249 4 
Molybdenite tons 271 1 
Limestone tons I 119,805 

I 

78,186 
Ironstone tons 48,090 

------------

Mr. BRUCE: What about 1916-1917? 

Mr. KERR: I am quoting the latest 
sta tis,ics. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You quoted the 
figures for two years only. 

Mr. KERR: I have given the figures for 
two separate years-1914, before the GovePn· 
nwnt came into power, and the latest statistics 
available. W-e have hon, members standing 
up in this Chamber and telling us what the 
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Government have done, and telling us about 
men carrying water for miles. All that was 
done in the olden davs. If we have the 
resourcee that hon, m:embers opposite talk 
about. then they are not being developed 
nnrler a Labour Administration. That is 
the position in a nutshell. Mining, as wo 
know is uncertain, That is frankly acknow
ledg-ed, and it certainly seems to be v·ery 
unceri ain from the accounts in connection 
with ihr, Department of l\Iines. The Auditor
Genera~ has a word to say in regard to the 
accounts of this department. 

l\Ir. DASH: \Ye have heard all this before. 

Mr. KERR : At ono time an hon. member 
of thi. Chamber used to sav that it \vas a 
good thing to Sa V it •· 0',-cr and over and over 
ag·aiu."' Look at some of the undertakings 
of th0 Government in this connection. The 
Gon 1 nmcnt hav0 spent £710.000 on one under
taking and lwn• receiv·ed no interest on that 
n1oncy, and Yariun::; other accounts are not 
kept correctly. according to the Auditor
General's statement. 

The SECRET\RY FOR :\lil-:ES: H·e did not sa_v 
that. 

:\Ir. KERR: I mean in connection with 
depreciation. Take the loss in connection 
with the snwlters and ore reduction treatment 
works at Chillagoc. The loss on last year's 
operation \Vas £58,793, and the accumulated 
loss to date is £178,655. 

The SECRETARY FOR :'\1IXES: \Vhat was the 
railway renmue before we started Ghillagoe 
and the railway revenue since? 

Mr. KERR : That is another undertaking 
that is not paying, notwithstanding that they 
get a 50 per cent. rebate on the freights. The 
railway itself does not pay. The Government 
ha vc made concessions all round, and still 
these enterpri,." arc worked at a loss. It 
would pay the Government to put this money 
into other undertakings-give it to private 
enterprise, if necessary, in n1y electorate. 
(Lat<g·hter.) 

Mr. H\RTLEY: How many private mmes 
arc paying dividends? 

Mr. KERR : Let me remind the hon. mem
ber of the silver-lead mine at Indooroopilly, 
which will possibly develop into a very large 
concern. (Laughter.) The hon. member 
laughs like the rest of his colleagues. Their 
vision cannot go beyond their own electorates. 

Mr HARTLEY: What dividend has it paid? 

Mr. KERR: The mine has only reached 
the initial stage of deye]opment, This mine 
was not discoYered by any prospector, but by 
a man who. when he was digging a hole to 
plant a pawpaw tree, came npon a silver-lead 
lode. They are developing this mine and 
hopa to make a great succc,,s of it. At Brook
fl·eld, in my electorate, gold has been dis
cov<>red, and one of the experts has recom
mended that a company be formed to develop 
this mine. 

Mr. HARTLEY: What has the Indooroopilly 
mine paid in dividends? 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member must allow 
for the initial working expenses. (Govern
ment laughter.) These mines have been 
made for them, still the Government are 
drawing money out of the Treasury to make 
up the working expenses. Take the smelters. 
for instance. The taxpayer has to pay to the 
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Treasury £32,000 a y0a.r in connection with 
this business. Since the State has come into 
the sphere of producing coal our production 
has ~?ne down. I want to get some figures 
into ·· Hansard " to show that, in regard to 
Chillag-oc·, the money expended. by the State, 
instead of fostering the enterprise, has 
resulted in a oetback. :!\Jot one penny has 
been obtained out of the business, but private 
enterprise has been pushed out of the busi
ness. The GO\·ernment should giYe encour
agement to prospecting. as the mining 
industry is languishing, and encourage private 
Pnterprise to go into the businccs. It is not >1 

wise thing for the Government to spend the 
people'-. monc'y in connection ·with Ycnturcs 
Htch as I haYe n1cntioned. It is having an 
ill d!ect. and surely hon. members opposite 
can f3CC' that thAt is the ca~e. In connection 
with this particular mture, in 1920 the 
indebtedness was £243,000: in 1921. £292,000; 
m 1922. £525,000; and this year £710,000. 
There has been a great dopres<iion in mining, 
but the GoYc-rnmont should not place them
sell·?' ir. a puei1lon in which it is going to 
,,ffect the finiiJlcos of the State. In con
uecticm with the money put into the Wan·a 
State coalmine, for instance, it is dead and 
buried. 

The PRE)Ilf:R: Do vou know on 1·;hose 
lC•t:JrDlT.{-~ndcujon that :r'ninc was purchased? 
(Laughte-.) 

At 2.42 p.m., 

}fr. PoLLOCK ((r'rr rJfdlfL one of tht> pauPl 
of Temporar:\· Chair;nc1l, relieved the Chair
man in the chair. 

::\Ir. KERR: I do not say that it is all the 
fault of this Gm·crnment, but they have 
intervened and arc developing the co;tlmines 
to too gr0at an extent. The Gm·ernment 
have Ilo right to put the people's money into 
an enterprise in connection with \vhich the;; 
canuo1 re1~Y u11 the nutrkct price of the pro
ducts. \Y L' nrP ~till importing coal into 
Queensland. Tth Railv ay Department is 
bu,,ing cod from :\ewcastle, and c-11 these 
thinir,, Rl'(' happening under a Labour· 
~\dmiiii~tratiou. 

~lr. liLEDSOx: Let ns know where that 
l :)al is being used. 

~h. KERR: The hon. mmnber represents 
n ect! di,trict and ought to know. If he 
does not knm··. it is his business to find out. 
I \\Tant to giYf~ n cun1pari"'0n of tho :;alaries 
and wagi · "paid by this department during 
the financial wars 1914-1915 and 1922-1923. 
\Ye find th;n 'the number of employees has 
tlecreasetl and that the salaries paid in con
nection with the department are not in 
propollion to the' increased cost of living 
in the ~-e,n·s I am quoting. I will give the 
exact figures-

191±-15. 

No. of Employees and Total Salaries and ·wages Paid. 

Chief Office 
Mining Fields 
J\Hning J onrnal 
School of :\lines 

Totals 

Average per employee per nnnn1n 
Average increase per annum 

Xumber. Amount. Number. Amount. 

£ 
4 985 

lt<l-±0 
;;oo 

2,711 

~37 

22 
77 
2 

,; 
6,714 

21,()45 
574-

Average increase per cent. . . . . . . . . . . , 
Increase in cost of living per cent. (Commonwealth Statistics) I 

--------~---------
\Ve hear hon. members opposite talking 

about what they call the old Tory days when 
men were underpaid. but at the present time 
while the cost of liYing has increased b~ 
40 per cent., tho s<tlaries of their owi1 
employees have on]_,. gone up by 20 per cent. 
\Yhere do they stand in this connection? 
They are not genuine. I aY that the Govern
ment have not bceen abo~-e-board in their 
unde,rtaking·s. rrheir accounts, aceording to 
the _\.uditor-General's report, are not in a 
prOJ?Cr state. \Yhen I say that. I am not 
f'astlng- refle2tions on any of the officer::: of 
the public SL'J'\' ice. but 1 f.,a.\ that tlw charge,;; 
account of tho departn"'!.ent clof'~· not ~ho\Y a 
proper result. A bu 'iness undertaking 
demands that interest should be paid and 
that provision should be made for deprecia
tion. Tho Yiines Departmc,nt might very 
\veil br> OYerhaulc<l_ The :-\c·r·rPtan for 
".\lines is a gcntlc'Ul<lll of <lit npt-imi~tic 1;atnrc. 
but 1nere optin1iS1n is not going to improve 
the fin_an9e~ o~ Queenshwd. Any person can 
be optimistiC If he has other people's money 
to fool with. 

Mr. DUNSTAN (G!fmpic): I wish to speak 
in connection with this vote as the represen
tative of a mining field whose reputation as 
a gold producer largely belonrrs to the days 
of the past. This is unfortt~nate, but the 

positiOn of Gympie in that respect is not 
pecu!iat· amongst the mining fields of Queens
land and Australia. Practically all of them 
ha Ye 1 heir pet·iod.s of discovery and boom 
rtnd th<'ir maximum of development, and then 
their decline and dose, with the population 
remainiug as the ghostly relics of the days 
of prosperit~·- But Gympie, I am pleased 
to sav. tYL'll in ito:: declining davs can give 
tc<tinlon,· to the gr-nerous assisfa,nce -which 
has been fti vcn to it by the Secretary for 
;,1incs in the wa v of subsidies for deep· 
f:inking and prosp~'cting. Practically every 
application that has been made by the min
ing men of Gympie through their parlia
mentary representative. backed up by the 
reports of GCJYernment geologists. has been 
granted in 1 Yl?ry generous degree. _I am 
glad to be able to give my personal tcstnnony 
to the excellent ''"ork which the Mines 
Department-tlw :\1inistcr, the official·,, and 
members of the g-eological staff-have always 
clone for the Gympie goldfield. It is regret
table that the efforts of mining men on that 
field have not met with the commensurate 
suc<:ess which we all desire, but it is not due 
to any 1ack of as.:>istance or encouragement 
in a practical form from the Minister or 
officials of the :\1ines Department. 

The Yiinister has been accused of being 

Mr. Dunstan.J 
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c.v~r-o]ltimistic in reganl tQ the big under
takings under his jurisdiction. ·we can all 
Bay that the world loves an optimist. The 
<lptimist at least will make omelettes b_,
breaking Pggs, ·whilst the' pessitnist n1ay 
ne,·er make omelettes al all. In optimism 
.as practically demonstrated in regard tCJ 
ruining· fields there is at least the hope of 
-disco,·ery of new goldfields or mineral fields 
i·1 this State. and probably the restoration 
of those which have come to the days of 
:their ch•cline. 

It has to be recognised also that there 
is an ideo a1nongst practical mining men 
that the eo-called geologist or so-called 
expert is not of any Yalue as cmnpared 
with the practical mining man_ The pro· 
valent >iew of the practical miner is largely 
that of the dictum of Cousin Jack-

,, \Yhere should be, there should be." 

But it must be recognised that in many 
cases the geologist, by his collated data 
regarding the strata of n1ining fields, has 
saved large sums of money. It has to be 
remembered, however. that in practically 
every case in Australia the mining field<> 
were discovered by the denudation of reefs 
and the exposure of alluvial gold prior to 
the location of the strata by the geologist, 
and, in 1ny opinion, it is quite possible 
that aurifer=ou~ strata. mav vet be dis•* 
covered where they ha Ye been· over-laiu or 
covered bv lava flows. and in that connec
tion I hu Ye to thank the Yiines Depart
ment for at'sistancc in putting do\vn a bore 
m the northern area of the Gympie field, 
on the recommendation of Mr. Ball, the 
Go\'Cl'TIIncnt geologist, to prove whether 
the Gyn<pie series extend iuto that area 
and whether tho prospects at a lower level 
than the Eastern ground may not open up 
an equal area of n1iniug development on 
that field. 

I 1Yould like the Minister to give considera
tion as 'oo" as possible to the amendment of 
the :\lining Acts in such a •va v as to enable 
him to compel companies which are about to 
cea~e operations to leave the underground 
workings in good order, so that they can be 
continued by parties of working miners or 
new companies. We have had an instance 
oh Gympio quite recently where such a law 
is desirable. A big low-grade company 
recently abandoned operations, but the water 
from the surrounding strata is steadily 
inundating tho mine, with tho prospect that 
in the verv near future the whole of the 
V.orking area of the mine below will be 
destroyed. and it,s operation hy tributers, 
working n::iners, or a new company will be 
prevented. 

A necc,sity exists also of giving power to 
the JI.Iiniotcr to control the formation of 
n1ining con1panies in the san1e way as he 
has taken power to control companies pros
pecting fo1· petroleum. I have in my mind's 
€ye .a 111ining tenure on Gyrnpie ,vhich has 
been the vehicle for successive flotations for 
the past few years. I am not in an,· way 
against the legitirnate mining proposition, 
but I am against the use of any mining pro
position at the expense of the public for the 
ad,-antage ot those persons who do most of 
their mining above the level of the ground. 
I can speak with personal knowledge of the 
good work that has been done by the geolo
gical staff of the Mines Department. and of 
the consideration given in .a practical way 
lby the Minister to the encouragement of 

[.ilir. Dunstan. 

mmmg development at Gympic, and I hope 
that iu the near future we shall see a 
restoratio11 of mining. particularly gold min
ing, in one portion of the State or another 
which will rival in prosperity .and even 
exceed that of the heyday of mining pro
duction in the earl:r nineties. I am satisfied 
that, whilst it is a fortunate thing for Gym
pie that it i< so situated in fertile natural 
surrounding' as to enable it to continue as a 
prosperous town, notwithstanding the decline 
of the mim's. nc,·ertheless it \vould be a good 
thing for Queensland, as well as for Gympie, 
if a reviyal of gold mining were realised in 
that area. "Whatever ma' be said about the 
temporarv or ephenwnil nature of gold 
rnining ill a general way. nevertheless, whilst 
gold production is of some magnitude, it is 
one of the greatest factors in the material 
prosperity of the community. It is one of 
the great est employers of labour of any 
industry in Queensland, and I am hopeful 
that what has been done b.v the department 
in one form or another throughout Queens
land will enable us to see in the northern 
portions of the State-if not in the South
a re,-ival of mining. both of industrial 
rnetn ls and of g·old. suc>h as will once more 
pnt Queensland in the forefront of the States 
of Australia as a tnineral-producing factor. 
(H0ar, hear~) 

Mr. BR1TE (l1ennerl11): The mining 
industrc· is imeparably bound up with. ~he 
earlv hi,.tory of Australia. The early ClVlh

sation and j1onulation of Australia were d_ne 
t0 it. Tbcr" has been a great deal of qmb
bling· abont the expenditure of the State on 
Inini!lO' and State enterprises in tho mining 
f'.1)hPre~ but iron, coal. oil. and in a lesser 
degree cop;•or. are the foundations ;>f 
n:ttionel prosperitv and greatness. It lS, 

therefore, the dutv of the Secretary for 
MinPs to dPvelop the mineral resources of 
thl' Stntn. and tlw action which has been 
tak<'n bv him. and of which there hM been 
so much criticism in this Chamber to-day. 
io along the righi "lines. That it will co~t 
monev is. of course. well known. When pr:
vate ·enterprise first floats a company. It 
aims first at raising a large capital to develop 
the lodes on which it is going to o:1erate. 
looking to the retnrns to recoup it ultimately 
for its outlav. When the State takes up an 
enterprise ~f this kind, it costs a larg_e 
amount of monev, iust as in the ca~e of nn
vate enterprise.'· Tlw exnenditure of that 
rr.one:'i-T has come in for criticisn1 to-day, and 
the ultimat0 developnwnt has not been con
sidered by members of the Opposition. 

I propose tQ deal for a little wit!~ the 
manner in which mining intP,rlocks with a 
oTeat numhe1· of other industries. The Clon
~urry field i~> practically clos~d down to-?ay 
because the price of copper Is not suffic1ent 
to recoup the companies for working. The 
hon. member for Bmven dealt with many 
phases of the Bowen coalfteld. but I would 
like to stress itc, bearing on the Cloncurry 
copper field The hon. momher fQr M\u~lla 
stated that the reason whv copper mmmg 
was not payable was the high wages, a.nd 
}Je sugg-ested a reduction. Let anv hen. 
1nernbcr a3k anv n1ining- n1anagcr in Queens
land to-dav whether that is so. I venture to 
sav that, 'if he tells him that high wages 
or:erate at all he will say they operate only 
to a very sn.all degree. 

I have it from the manager of Hampden, 
Mount Cutbbert, and Mount Elliott, that 
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the question of \vag-os is only a verv s1nal1 
i tern in- the reasonJ for {he cost 

[3 p.m.] of production of copper to-day. 
On Qne occasion the increased cost 

of ehipping freight on coke from the South, 
which is largely t:sed in the production of 
copper, inc1'oased the cost of the production 
by £2 per ton. By extending the operations 
of the Bowcn i:ltate coalmine and by eewb-
1 iehing a coke oven under the control of the 
State, or dse bv allowing companies to 
establish coke ovens and to obtain coal at 
a~ lov,- a cost as \YP can. we nlaY be ablE' to 
l'Pduce the cost, or a portion ~f the co,t, and 
we shall again see copper produced in the 
Cloncurry district. There is the cost of steP!. 
iron, and machinerv used in the mines and 
in connection with 'smelters. The increased 
cost in this direction has added to the in
creased cost of the production of copper. 
The increased cost of fracteur and •'Xplo
si ves has also adckd to the cost of thn 
rroduction of coppPr. Owing to the in
<-reased co,,t of living, it has been necessary 
to increase the wages of tho employees in 
all sections of the Railway Department, and 
thi:; cost is handed on, cauf.ling a.n increase 
!n the . C·'1st of production of the cop)1er that 
IS earned ovm· the railways. l'cr medium 
ot the Bowcn State coalmine, I am perfectly 
sure that we can largely reduce the cost of 
the production of copper. I do not think the 
tirne :is very far distant when these nrine~i 
v;·ill again be in operation, and, if tho fields 
rc,opcn, there will be from 3.000 to 5,000 men 
directly employed in the Cloncunv district 
o,nd a tremendous l•umLer of men ~ndirectly 
employed, These arc phases t.hat should be 
considered. I was astonished to he:tr the 
hon membL•r fvr M urilla get U\1 and use the 
old, old argument that the onlv wav to make 
>m mclustry prosperous is to r~duc• the 
einployees' wages. The conditions of mining 
arc such, nnd the slackness in the !11ining 
mdustry ha.s been such, thd it will be found 
vecy difficuli Indeed to scc'url~ n1lners '>Y.hen 
the fields reopen. 

Pleas have been put forward on behalf 
of the farmer bv hon. mcm bers on both 
side;, and those pleas are absolutely justi· 
!it,l; but it does not matter how bad the 
co•rJitions of the farmer mav have been or 
ma.y be, I stili state that ":hat the rrnner' 
have had to put ur, with during the last 
five or six years cannot be exeeedod by "'hat 
the farmets have had to put up with. There 
\\NO b,OOO men emploved on the Cloncurry 
field and without one 'moment's notice thov 
w"re driven . throughout the State to seei< 
employment, leaving their wives nnd ch1ldren 
whe1·ever they mig,ilt leave them, and travel 
this State and other States in order to win 
bread for their families. Then the Govcrn
mr·nt commenced operations in the ChiHagoo 
cc.ntre. 

At 3.5 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN (:;\Ir. Kirwan, Brisbane) 
n ounwd tho chair. 

Mr. BRUCE: That to some extent relieved 
the difficulties of those men, but I say now, 
as, I have sa1d for many years !n a capacity 
otner th;m a member of ParhaDJem, that, 
h'd the GoYernment established a furnace in 
the Cloncurry district, thev would have em
ployed a great deal more men and at a much 
nwre remuneratiYL rate than i.s the case in 
the Chil,lagoe _di"trict. I hope the l~overn
ment will c'?ns1der !.hat position, and, if pos· 
;rble, establish a State furnace in the Cion-' 
curry district. 

In speaking of t.hc ol-d fields in the ,,~rlv 
l.istory of Australia, Bendigo, Billaraf, 
Kalgoorilc, C'oolgardie, Mount Mm·gan, 
Croydon, G-ytnpie, and Charter8 Towers '"er.() 
great factors. I know from personal expen
euce that, when you get to the deeper level• 
of mining, from a profit point of view it is 
not a payable proposition to go on with it, 
and from the point of view of the health of 
the miners it should not be continued. Tho 
gnneral tendency of mines is to lose Yalue 
as they go down, because the costs increas~. 
and. these mines should not be worked bpc;mso 
i;hc injury to a m:tn's health increases when 
u mine is worked to a greater depth. 

Mr. KELSO: \\'hat do you suggest? 

Mr. BRUCE: I have been at Ballarat and 
Benciigo, and the practical men have left 
the deeper levels because they have reached 
an unpayable stage and are better ldt alone. 
It is better to search for new fields in tho 
vicinity of those deep minc-e and prospect 
on the surfa.cc of new areas than to {'arry on 
rc,ining at .deep levcls, and the Govern1nent 
should give that matter some encouragement. 

Mr. KELSO: vVould the same number of 
men be employed? 

Mr. BRUCE: It is not a question of how 
many men would he employed. The Go-.ern
rrtt'nf are not carrying on these mining ven
tures merelv to relieve the unemployed. They 
are a.lso ~Uealing ,vith the question ot 
dPveloping our mineral resources and advanc
ing the State. I D.ave known many rJractical 
men who arc entirely againsc working the 
duepcr levels because of the health con
dit,ions. H hon. members had seen men of 
f?rty to tift:y years of age. ,as I ha>P- seen 
tl1em, suffermg from mmers phthl5t.', 1 hev 
ce;·tainly would not support any suggestion 
that men should work at deep levels for 
prospecting reasons after they have reached 
an unpayable stage, as they have m man;· 
centres. 

'ThP h011. mcmlwr for Bo\\·cn. in dt>uling 
v;ith g<-'ologi:--ts and tuining· experts. said that 
the mining expert was a man who generally 
t0ok the pc1blic 1lc•wn. _ The mining expert 
as I kno'v him is considered to be almost as 
clangerous to the general public as lawyers. 
The question of geologists is hardly worthy 
of debate hero. They are men with certain 
k>wwledge in regard to different form.:ttions 
of rocks of the different ages of t,he strata. 
and so ~n. but they are certainly a useful 
adjunct to the mining industrY. In th,l Clon
C'UlTV distri('t, onL' year'~ output of cobalt wa:
estnnated at a value of £20,000. In 1917. 
when the Public \Vorks Commi"ion won' 
btking evidence in connection with the 
Dobbvn-ll-lount Oxide ra1lway !me, ev1dcmce 
v;as given in connection with the existing· 
mine. In giving c•vidence, Mr. Dunsi<ln. thP 
Chief Geologist. Pstimated that !here v, ere 
300,000 tons of 10 per cent. ore in the Mount 
Oxide lode, and th~ t the:· had prospoded the 
lode to a length of 700 feet and a clel1th of 
300 feet. This lode is still undeveloped, and, 
owing +o tlJO slump in the copper market .. 
will probably be undeveloped for a con
siciera.ble time. but the mmerals are there 
and the State should do all it possibly can 
to make those minerals a;-ailable for the 
benefit of Queensland and the benefit of the 
users of those minerals. As I stated before, 
that will probably be possible through the 
to<lvanced policy of the Mir:ister in <_levelop
ing the Bowen State coalmrne. Jl.1mmg and 
the control of mines should be absolutely a 
State function, for the reason that under 

Mr. Bruce.] 
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State management we can have a better 
s. 'tern of ventilation and better methods of 
"·orkine;. There i' no reason in the world 
why a min., should not be made much safer 
th'Ln it is at the present time for those who 
a1·e employed thc•rein. Quite recently we 
know that there have been three or four 
tron1endous mining disa.sters. 

We have had the Mount Mulligan disaster 
in Queensland, the Bellbird disaster in New 
South ·wales, and more recently the disaster 
at Fnlkirk in Scotland. Hon. "rncmhcrs can
not tell me that by proper supervision those 
di>,aslcr-, could not have been prevented. 
Wheu the object is to make greater and 
g1·c•atcr profcts. the welfare of the men is very 
Gftcn neglectPd. JYiining for that reason alone 
should be entirely a State function. There 
is re_ally no money lost on a proposition, 
becauF~ the metals must be recovered and 
nsed. If t.hey arP not produced in this State, 
they will be p_roduced in some other country, 
wlwrc the 11nrc demanded will have to be 
paid. 

The hon. member for Enaggcra dealt with 
the mining statistics for the vears 1914-1915 
and 1921-1922. I interjected· in the course 
d hi" speech~" GivP us the figures for 1916." 
In 1914 unrlPr the old regime thP Yalue of 
the copper won in this State was £1,118,648. 
In 1916, when the Labour party had been 
m powe

1
r for two years (Opposition laughter), 

the va,uo of the copper produced was 
.£2,265,422, or, approximately, 100 per cent. 
more. I do not claim as the hon. member for 
Enoggera did, that the production of metals 
was du·c to the Government of the day. I 
have JUSt as much reason for doing as the 
hon. member did, but while I have the reason 
I have not the justifccation. The hon. mem
ber for Enoggera. kn:nvs ':othing of mining, 
so thoro; was some JUSttfccatlon for h1m making 
that m1stake. I have not that justification. 

I t-rust that in the future the vote for 
mining '':'ill be greater than it is this year, 
as I behov<' that the country. particularly 
the development of th8 Cloncurrv field~from 
a prospecting point of view it· has not yet 
been scratched~is only w<titing to be de
nloped. I hope that the Estimates will be 
sufficient for thP Q-overnment either directly 
or. by ass1stmg pr1vate enterprise to develop 
mmes to _g1ve employment to that large body 
of oplcnd1d men who follow the mining indus
try. It would be a good thing for the welfare 
of the soul of the hen. m0mher for 2\!Iurilla 
and it would increaso his intollig "liCe, know~ 
ledge _of th<' men_ and of what "·ages should 
lw pa1d to them. 1f he would visit some mine 
end sec the conditions under which tho men 
work. If he "cnt into tho stop<'~. up the 
ns0~. or down the shafts and spent a few hours 
among m0n and sa\~, how they hav0 to 
\York, he would never again sug·gcst that their 
"ages should be roduced. 

:\Ir. KERR: He did not suggest that. 
:VIr. BRCCE: He did. 
;y[r. KELSO: He did not. 
Mr. PETERSON : Did not the Premier ask 

th0 miners at 1\iount lYiorrran to accept a 
r<'cluction of 5 per cent.; b 

Mr. BRUCE: I am not dealing with the 
<tatement of the Premier. but with the state
ment of the hon. m-ember for Murilla. I 
doubt whether. there is another man, either 
1'_1 the mtmng mdustry, Parliament, or poli
tJcs, ~ho would suggest that a solution of 
tJJ~> difficulty was a reduction of the wages 
of the miner. 

[111..r. Bn~ce. 

Mr PETERSOX : The:- are being paid reo 
little altogether. 

Mr. BRUCE: I am not antagonistic to or 
charging the hon. member for Murilla un
fairly, but I want to improve his knowledge. 
Am· man who has been among the miner,· 
knows that the .£5 per week, approximate!:, 
that they eam out in the West is not nearly 
suffici-ent recompense for the conditions under 
which they work. Beside' the hardship of 
the \Vork. the d:lllQ.'f'f'-' IllU:it al~o bl' take11 into 
consideration. :\1,anv workers have the blue 
sky above them, bt;t the miners onlv haYe 
the roof of the mine above them. The risks 
in the mining industry are tromendout<, and 
if a man works in a mine up to forty-fcve or 
fiftv years of age, he is certain to fall a victim 
to miners' phthisis. I hope that we shall not 
hear any more suggc~tions of t.his nature. 
Many of tho hon. members of the Opposition 
arc business men. and if they like to go into 
thP cost of production in metalliferous mining 
and consult any min<' managers, they will fend 
that the question of <''lSts will have to be 
approached from a purely businoH standpoint, 
and not from the YiPwpoint of reducing the 
wages of t.hc miners. 

The State is developing several coalfields. 
I h;1YC no experience of State coalfields 
excepting Bowcn. There arc unlimited sup
plies of excellent coal at Bowen, and without 
stressing the matter too far, I wish to state 
that it will be a payable and profctable 
proposition for the Government in many 
ways. Some of the propositions und-ertaken 
by the Government may be unpayable, but, 
as in the case of all e11terpriscs, the Mines 
Department must be taken as a whole. If 
the hon. members of the Opposition arc fair 
in their criticisms, they wiil encourage the 
efforts of the Yl:inee Department. 

Mr. MAX\YELL (Too1cong) : The hen. 
member for Kennedy stated that under State 
managem£'nt a better system of ventilation, 
bottoc conditions, and everything else per
taining to the welfare of those men who work 
in the bowels of the earth, would be giv~n 
than ii they worked under private enterprise. 
The hon. member has made a serious charge 
against the mining inspectors. vV e all realise 
the great amount of risk attached to the men 
working in the bowels of the earth, just as 
wo recognise the risk of industrialists in 
working on a four or eight story building. 
rrhe hon. 111cmber broug-ht a charge again~t 
the mining inepectors. which meant that they 
would not be doing their duty if they allowed 
such conditions to obtain. I deny that those 
conditions do obtain. I have greater faith in 
the Mines Department than the hon. member. 
The Industrial Arbitration Court lays down· 
the conditions under which the miners shall 
work as well as what rates thev shall be 
paid. I yield to nobod,; in my admiration 
of those men who carrv their lives in their 
hands every day while ,~·m·king in the various 
mines endeavouring to win minerals and coal 
from the bowels of the earth. At the same 
time, the hon. member made an unfair state
ment. He wished to make it appear that 
privat0 ent "rprise wou:d not be prepared to 
give tlw same wDrking conditions as the State, 
and in support of his argument instanced 
the disasters that occurred at Mount Mulligan 
and Bellbird collieries. Let us analyse oer
tain statements that were made after the 
hearinp; of the Commissions of Inquiry that 
were appointed in connection with both 
disasters. I have a Yerv vivid r·ccollectic.n 
that son1o indiYiduab -gave evidence u1 
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connection with the' unfortunate epl::;ode at 
Mount Mullig-an that explosives were care
leesl:v ldt lying about. Let us also analyse 
some of the statements made in connection 
with tho Bellbird disaster which we all 
deplDre. Hon. members kno~v that in a good 
many instances familiarity breeds contempt. 

The men are so familiar with the handling 
of dangerous explosives that for the moment 
they forget all about them. In the Bellbird 
inquiry it was proved conclusivelv that wax 
matches were lying about, which may or may 
not haYe been one of the reasons for the dis
aster. I hope that hon. members opposite will 
rise to a. higher plane and tako a different 
view-point to that which they <1.re at present 
adopting when they indicate that hon. mem
bers on. this 'ide of the House are merely 
'upportmg speculators and sacrificing 
hum!'nity for the matt~r Df a few pounds 
slullmgs and pence. '\V e on this side are 
jmt as keen to secure good conditions and 
fan· wages as are hon. members opposite. 
I have heard this afternoon hon. members 
opposite talking about the pessimistic view 
taken by the Opposition in connection with 
the working of the Department of Mines. 
If that_ refers to the working of certain 
rr,mes,. It seems to me that I am guilty of 
pessimism, and, 1f WG did not point out to 
the Government where certain moneys were 
being wasted, I consider that we should be 
failing in our duty. 

Regarding the amount of money spent in 
connection with the Chillagoe Company the 
Auditor-Gcmeral's report for 1922-23 shows 
that the loss, including the accumulated 
mterest, was £178,655 14s. 2d. to the date 
of the teport. I have a verv vivid recollec
tio:' of the. Government's pi·omise that the 
Chillagoe mmes were going to be taken over 
anc) run on b~siness lines. I say unhesi
tatmgly that this does not disclose that they 
llaYe been run on business lines. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Any 
number of other big business concerns are 
bemg run at a loss since the slump. 

Mr. MAXWELL : Two >n-ongs do not 
rr_1ake a right, and the Government have no 
nght to perpetuate what they are doing in 
regard to theu State enterprises. It. does 
not onl~: concern one industry. Take as an 
lllusti:atJOn the_ Warr": coalmining concern. 
Imagme that mme costmg this State £47,000 ! 

. The SE<?RETARY FOR JI.1IKES : That is n<Jt 
nght; It IS less than that. Since then some 
of the machinery has been realised upon. 

Mr. MAXWELL: It ;_, satisfactorv to 
!<now that .. At the ."ame time I have to go 
oy tho Auditor-General's report, and he says 
that the only receipts for machinery sold 
were £9. 

The SECBE1'ARY P?R Mr:,Es: You urged the 
pr:rchase of that m me. That amount was for 
th1s :ve_ar. A lot of the plant was used for 
eqmppmg other mines. 

:\Ir. l\IAXWELL: Regarding· the 1mrcha"' 
of the Mungana mines I finci that in 
" Hansard" for 1922. at page 15, I asked the 
Secretary for Mines-

" \Vill he inform the House from whom 
and when the Mungana mines were pur
chased, an<l what amount of money was 
paid for them by the Government?" 

" The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A. 
J Joues, Paddington) replied-

" From Fredrick Reid for and on 

behalf of himself and Mungana Mines, 
Limited. On 18th January, 1921. the 
general manager, Chillagoe State Smel
ters, by agreement with the owner of 
Jl.iungana Mines, undertook to work the 
mines on tribut<> on a rova!tv basis with 
the right of purchase." o"n the 25th 
M arch, 1922, the option was exercised on 
the following terms and conditions:
£10,000 cash, less royalty and less the 
amount advanced by JYiines Department 
for developmental work, and the balance. 
£30,GOO, to be paid by way of royalty 
8.' the ore is produced at the rate of 
4 per c~nt. on the gross value of metal 
contents of ore up to £5 per ton, and 
5 per cent. (per centum) on ore values 
which exceeded £5 per ton." 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: That is right. 

Mr. :MAXWELL: I am not contradicting 
it. In my humble opinion money has been 
wasted in that connection. 

'I'he SJCCRETARY l'OR MJKES: In what way? 

l\1r. MAXWELL: Regarding the two 
mines that were associated with Mungana 
-" Girofla '' and "Ladv Jane." We knovv 
very well that in the old days of the Chilla
goe ( 'ornpanY thr~r 1niues were the lll.._l-ilt 
sources of supply to the company's smelt.ers. 
We know what happened so far as the Chilla
f(OP Company was concerned. Unfortunately 
-and none of us boasts about the failure of 
an:v f'CHnpany. becau~L' vvc realisf' wha,t is 
going to evPntuate by the failure-the Chilla
goe Company collapsed and the Government 
took over the enterprise. As I said before. 
they stated that t.he proposition was going 
to be run on such sound business lines that 
it would be payable. Acc<Jrding to the 
Auditor-General's report, notwithstanding the 
optimism of the Minister, if any business 
man conducted his business on the ~ame 
systcw of drift, then I say God help him. 
L"ndonbt,dly he would encl. a' I said earlier 
in the day. up George street. This failure 
occurred in not onlv one instance but in 
practically c\·cn· ii1stance in which the 
Gm-ernmcnt has "dabbled in investments such 
as this. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLJC LANDS: It is a 
very well-managed concern. The I!Tietal 
market killed it. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR J'.iTNEf\: Mungana was a. 
well-managed mine. (Opposition laught·er.) 

Mr. TAYLOR: Then you should issue a 
prospectus and sell it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. J\1AXWELL: I am sorry for the 
Secretary for Mine". for he is so very 
optimistic. I am only replying to certain 
stat;omcnts made bv hon. members oe1 tho 
nt her side that the Opposition a.rc pessimistic 
uJtd that t.he Gon·cnment, when thc1· took 
over the Chillagoe rn·oposition. stated 'that it 
would be conducted on businC'se lines. At the 
time the Chillagoe C<Jmpany collapoed the old 
).lnngana Cnrnpany. including the " Gir.Jfia" 
and the "Lady Jane" mines, forfeited their 
h<cses. This is where monev was wasted. 
Th~ Government allowed someone else to 
take up the !cases, and they subsequently 
n·purchased them when they found that it 
was absolutely essential to keep the smelters 
going to secure the ore from the " Girofla" 
and " Lady J ane" mines. I should certainly 
like the Minister to give some information in 
regard tD that matter. That is an instance 
of where practically £40,000 was lost to the 
State. When the Government had that 
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property m their hands 'vh,v did thr•'" ld 
it go? 

'The SECRETARY FOR l\IlKES : "Which pro
pert::? 

Mr. MAXWELL: The "Girofla" and 
" Lady J ane" mines. 

The SECRETARY l''OR MI>rE-S : '\\' e never had 
them. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I am astonished to hear 
the hon. gentleman say that. because in 
accordance with the reply he gave to me he 
indicated that the Mungana people forfeited 
their leases and the Reid Syndicate took 
them over. It would be satisfactory to com
pare the statement that the Minister is mak
ing to-clay with the reply that he gave to 
me wh,m I asked that question some time 
ago. Of course I am not pessimistic as to 
the possibilities of Queensland mining. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I said that 
those mines were part of the Chillagoe Com
pany's assets when they sold out. 

Mr. MAXWELL: 'rh<~ Minister informed 
me in reply to my question that they were 
purchased from Fredrick Reid " for and on 
behalf of himself and Mungana Mines, 
Limited." I have alreadv quoted "Han-
sard" to that effect. • 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Read my reply. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I have already done so. 
I have no de;ire to mislead. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You are mis
leading. I will explain the matter. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I shall be very glad to 
have the explanation. We find the Warra 
coalmine has been a tremendous loss. The 
hon. member for Bowen said that so long 
as men are employed and the railways are 
ru~ and the Goyernment are interfering with 
pnvate e!lterpnse a certain amount of good 
is done. I certainly hope that the hon. 
gentlemaa will give the information, and I 
trust that when the next Auditor-General's 
report is tabled it will bl' found that tllC 
position of Chillagoe and of some of the 
cthPr mines will be better than it is to-day. 
. Mr .. GLEDS'ON (Ipswich): It was not my 
mtentwn to say anything on this vote, but 
we cannot be expected to remain in our seats 
and swallow the insinuations of the hon. 
member for Toowong in connection with the 
coalnuners who were working in the Mount 
:Yfulligan Mine and the Bellbird Colliery. 

I shall leave the Secretarv for 
[3.30 p.m.] Mines to answer the hon. ~em-

ber's insinuations in rerrard to 
"graft '"~bocau~e that is what they "moan~ 
on the part of the Government in connec
ti;on with the purchase of the Chillagoe and 
lhungana mmc·s, as I want to deal with the 
hon. member's statement in connection with 
the inquiry into the Mount Mulligan disaster. 
As everyone who followed that matter knows 
there was an explosion in the Mount Mulli: 
gan JYlinc. when some seYenty-fiyc of our CO!ll~ 
rades were hurled into eternitv and the 
tunnel was completely closed ana' the whole 
mine wrecked. Yet 'the hon. member says 
that it was found that explosives were lying 
about. Of _course, everything was strewn 
a bout the m me through the explosion. You 
could !1ot expect anything else after such an 
explosiOn; yet the hon. member for Toowong 
wants to blame those men who lost their 
h'ves for leaving explosives lving about. 
(Opposition dissent.) The hon. 'member for 
Toowm1g and the hon" member for Enoggera 
get up and make any statements they like, 

fMr. Maxwell. 

and then they think we are going to sit here 
and swallow them without replying. It was 
not becau'e there wer'e explosives lving 
about that the accident took place at Mount 
Mn!ligan. The findings of the Royal Com
mission give us "'Olne information as to the 
cause of the explosion, and it certainly was 
not because explosives were lying about. 

Similar insinuations were made by the 
hon. member for 'l'oowong- in connection with 
the BPllbird rlisa,t<•r. He said that after the 
explosion it was found that wax matche·, 
were lying about the colliery. What a 
ridiculous statement to make ! What a 
ridtculous statement from a member of Par
liament, who is supposed to understand 
these things! He says wax matches were 
found lying about the co!liery, and we know 
that these men were "·orking in the colliery 
with naked lights and there was no sign of 
any ga,; in the mine. Yet he blames wax 
matches for the explosion. Are we to sit 
quietly here and listen to the'e ins1'nuations 
against the men who lost their lives in these 
terrible disasters? I sav it was not because 
of wax match0s Jying" about the Bellbird 
Colliery that this disaster took place at all. 
The remarks of the hon. member show what 
is behind tlw minds of these men when they 
g-et up to t,pcak. They must say somethi:r:g 
to try and mjurc the workers engaged m 
these industric .. They cannot get up with
out attacking- the "·orkers. 2'\o doubt later 
on thev will say that these men deserve all 
they get when "they go down to the bowels 
of the earth to work for the purpose of 
keeping hon. members opposite and their 
friends in comfort dl!ring the cold winter 
n1onrhs. I alll hel'e to defPnd the worker~. 
and to defend the memorv of those men who 
haYe b:en hurled to death. ~against tlw 
insinuations of the hon. member. 

I have had a fair amount of experience in 
comwchon with the inspectors attached to 
the Department of -:\lines, and I say that 
those inspectors do their work to the best of 
their ability and as well as possible in order 
to see that things are made safe for those 
engaged in the industry. It is not possible 
for an inspector to be on the job all the 
time; but during their inspections they do 
the best the:'· can to po{nt out where there 
is any possibility of danger. The managers 
of the mines also are concerned for the safety 
of the workers, and there is to be found no 
better example of rescue work than we had 
latelv in the Maitland district in connection 
with" the Bellbird disaster. We saw there 
that the manager of the mine laid down his 
life trv1ng to saYe the men who were 
entombed through that disaster. One of the 
minNs in his evidence said that no greater 
act of heroism had eyer taken place. These 
men. at the risk of their lives, went into the 
mine for the purpose of saving the men who 
"·ere entombed. The same thing occurred 
in Scotland in connection with the Falkirk 
disaster which took place quite recently. In 
connection with that disaster acts of heroism 
"·ere the order of the dav, and it hurts me 
to hear insinuations made" against these men 
such as we have heard coming from hon. 
members opposite this afternoon. 

The hon. member for Toowong made an 
attack on the hon. member for Bow en 111 
conneetion with the \Varra Coal Mine. Of 
course. we know there has been a loss in 
connection with Warra, and the hon. member 
for Toowong said the hon. member for 
Bowcn does not care so long as the men are 
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.employed and w long as the railway is 
kept running. The hon. member for Bowen 
and every hon. member on this si<le of the 
House does care about the expenditure of 
this State, and we are hNe to see that as far 
as possible the money is wisely spent, and 
to see that as far as possible losses are not 
made in connection wii h our enterprises. 
'There is no branch railwav line to \Vurra. 
\Va.rra is right alongside t'he main railway 
line, and the only things that were built there 
were expensive bins for the purpose of hold
ing the t·oal that they did not get. Thc)se bins 
were constructed by the Railway Department 
for loading purposes. There is no doubt 
that Warra has been a white elephant, but 
it has been a white elephant because the coal 
was not found in payable quantities where 
the shafts were put clown. The coal is there, 
and \Varra could be ma<le to pay if a _shaft 
"·ere sunk further a way from the railway 
line. where the coal is. The £47,000 ex
pended in connection with \Y arra was spent 
for the purpose of buying machinery and 
sinking three shafts. Some of that money 
has been recovered, because the machinery 
has been put to another use, and it is not a 
total loss. The time \vill come when we shall 
get sufficient coal at \Y arra to make it a 
payable proposition. 

As far as tht' general vote is concerned, 
I have not much more to sav. I was not 
going to speak on this vote at· all. but I had 
to get on my feet aftt'r I hear<l the state
mento of the hon. member for Toowong. \Ve 
are hen· to protect th<' miners. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FOLEY (Leiehhardt) : So many points 
ha' e been thrashed out that there is very 
little to a<ld to the debate at this stage. 
In reference to the allegations made by most 
hon. members of the Opposition regarding 
the 1nen concerned in n1ining enterprises 
under the control of the Secretary for lVlines 
that are not payinfS, an anin1u"" Is shown on 
the part of those hon. members in some of 
tha case.s mentioned, which cases I think are 
entitlc<l to a little more analysis on the pa1·t 
of hon. members who condemned them. It 
has been pointed out by other hon. members 
that. it does not follow that because any 
particular enterprise under the control of 
the UoYernmont is showing a loss on its 
actual operations it is not showing a profit 
t0 the State in some other direction. I take 
it that that is what is happening with many 
of the State enterprises in Queensland, and 
alco in connection with the Chillagoo smelt
ing ent<'rprisc. I think that those are the 
only concerns of any consequence which have 
been mentioned here this afternoon. I would 
like to say a wor<l in connection with the 
prospecting vote, which I noticf' has been 
reduced by £3,500 this year. I think there 
is cause for regret on the part of many mem
bers for mining constitueucies. \Ve have 
had brought to our minds quite recently, 
·owing to the •recent finds in the Chillagoe, 
l'loncurry, and Herberton districts, what is 
possible by judicious prospecting in Queens
land. Those arc finds without any prospect
ing grant having been given to the pros
pectors. I think thtlt with a judic·ious system 
0'1 the part of the Minist0r an<l a little 
rnore expenditure in prospecting we should 
he able to develop new fields. Take as an 
illustration the gemfid<ls in the Anakie dis
trict in my electorate. \V e have two pros
pecting parties out there at the present time 
·each individual receiving £1 10s. a week; 

which is much too small an amount to induce 
any bona fide miner to go right out into the 
wilderness around the sapphire-beariug area 
an<l put in genuine work. The result is that 
a good deal of the money is wasted, although 
the miners' committees on the fiel<l are super
vising the operations and giving the <lepa'l't
ment as square a deal as possible. I think 
it is wise for the .Minister to accept recom
m•.ndations from a. bona fide source as to 
t.he qualifications an<l insight of miners who 
are willing to prospect, and to send them 
out and giv0 them a fair remuneration, and 
also give them the advantage of the assis
tance of one of the geologists of the depart
ment. In that particular district mining is 
on the down grade. The last monthly •returns 
show a big falling off in the production of 
sapphn·es there, owing to the fact that the 
two well-known deposits on the field have 
been worked over and over again, with the 
result that there are very few mixed leads tD 
be foun<l on it. But on the other hand we 
have many known deposits many miles away 
from the main camp-Ruby Field and 
Sapphire Town-an<l on the other side of 
th0 \Vestern railway line about 25 miles from 
those camps we have what is known as the 
W ithersfiel<l-all known sapphire-bearing 
country. 

The SECRETARY FOR :i\Ir:-.Es : Our prospectors 
are doing well there now. 

Mr. FOLEY: I a.m pleased to hear that. 
Owing to the fact that the main leads are 
being worked out the }linister should 
endeavour to establish a much wider scheme 
than we have in operation at the present 
time. Personally I have very little to growl 
about as to the way in which the ::\Iinister 
f.as received representations from myself on 
behalf of men wishing tD prospect in 'the 
Leichhardt electorate. A little while ago 
we ha<l a grant of £300 given to a body of 
six rr1iners who are vvilling to sink a shaft 
200 feet on the old Black Ridge Reef in the 
hove of picking Ull a lead m the deeper 
ground. If these miners are successful in 
locating gold, it will mean that quite a 
number of miners will be induced to pros
poet on that lead as the result of what has 
Ueen done. 

I would like to sav a wmd or two in 
rcferen0e to the actio'n of the Minister in 
granting exemptions to m1n1ng companie::-. 
The hon. membe< for Burke touched upon 
this matter a little while ago, and pointed 
ou! that many mining companies are sitting 
clown and shepherding their claims, many of 
them not fulfilling working conditions, and 
others ha.nJ obtained exemptions from the 
Secretary for ::VImes. I have had experience 
in one 11art of my electorate-that is on the 
Blair Athol ~oalfields. I must admit that 
the coal trade at that place is in a verv 
depressed state. but the fact remains thit 
the mining con1panies arc holding areas oYer 
and above the quantity of coal-bearing l.and 
that would suffice to carry on opentions to 
meet any demand that ma:: be worked up 
for the next ton or fifteen years. Although 
the :viinister has done much to liven the 
companies up, I think he would be wise if 
he carefully considered the question of not 
granting further exemvtions to these com
panies when they apply for them. The 
position, as I pointed out in an interjection 
when the hon. member for ="ormanbv was 
speaking, is that there arc too many "mines 
operating on that particular deposit of coal. 
If the operatiOns ''ere concentrated on onf' 
mine, every miner on the field to-day would 

Mr. Foley.] 



1788 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

be getting a fair number of days' work per 
week with the coal orders ayailable at thot 
place. Owing to the action of the Minister, 
I am pleased to say that a large area d 
land has been surrendered by the Blair 
Athol Company and a reorganisation applied 
for in lieu of the count·rv which they h:J:cc; 
surrPndered. I would lil~e at this stage to 
bring under the notice of the Miniscer what 
I consider would be a wise thing fm· him to 
do-that is, at the first avaihtble opportunity 
that ono of the Government bores are avail
able, tu rnnh·p arra11g<~ments to test all thC'· 
country which is being sur-rendered on that 
deposit, with the object of the area being 
taken up by the Government to supplement 
the coal trade which may be worked up from 
Stvx River and Bara.laba at a future date. 
It· is r<'cognised by coal e'<perts that Styx 
River, Baralaba, and Blair Athol coal can 
be blonded in such a way that you can supply 
a coal suitable for the requirements of any 
coal users in any part of the world. I think 
the time will come \Yhen we shall prove th.1t 
it is possible in Blair Athol by stripping the 
OYf'r-burdC'n to minC' coal ehe~qH'r than any 
coal in Australia, and that eventually we 
sha.ll build up a big export trade. I think it 
would be wise for the Minister to take up 
and thoroughly prospect an area on that 
particular coal deposit. 

I \\'Ould like to say in conclusion a few 
words about the sapphire pool established by 
the Government some time ago. A good 
deal of anxiety wa, shown by the hon. mem
ber for Murilla as to whether the Govern
ment were justified in assisting the sariphire 
industry to the extent of £20,000 or £30,000. 
The State has purchased £20,000 worth of 
sapphires from the miners up to date, and 
W<' have not sold any of them. From the 
knowledge which we have of the sapphire 
ir;dustrv, '''e have no. fear but that we shall 
be able' to sell them. To give the Committee 
an illustration of what an asset we have for 
our indf·btedness to the Treasury, let me 
point out that an ounce of sapphires in tho 
rough represents 150 carats. The average 
ounce of stone has cost the Government for 
advances to the miners about £6. It is a 
very poor quality stone indeed if the Govern
ment cannot pick out from every ounce of 
stone 12 carats of first-class gems, for which 
they should be able to realise-when reduced 
to about 4 carats when cut and polished
anything from £2 to £5 per carat. I think 
it must be clear that we have a good asset 
for the money \Ye have spent. and I think 
the Minister has done th0 onlv thing he 
could do to make the pool a success-that is, 
to 'end Mr. Knowles home thoroughly to 
organise th:~ 111arket overseas. (l-lcar, hear!) 
He strikes me as being an efficient gentle
man. He has had a good deal of experience 
for his firm on the markets overseas. and, 
althou?;h hE' will meet with the depre5,,ion in 
Europe which has militated against the di, 
posal of sapphires direct from here by the 
Govmnment at a remunerative price, still I 
think that th<' small amount which we have 
in stock is comparable onlv to a drop in the 
ocean when distributed over the markets of 
America and Paris and London. I think 
that, as he gct.s time to organise things pro· 
perly, he will eventually establish a connec 
tion which will give the miner, not the £6 
per oz. which the GovNnment advanced. but 
something in the vicinity of £12 or £15. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Too?Vonq): The horL 
member for Ipswich, during the course of his 
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speech, endeavoured. to convey to the Com
Jnittee t~hat certain rcn1arks I made \Vore a; 

reflection 0 n the miners. I would Eke to· 
call the attention of the House to the report 
of the Rova.l Commission appointed t<> 
illquire int.o 'tlw :Vlount Mul.ligan disa ccter. to 
b., found iu the "Parliamentary Papers " 
for the ef·ssion of 1922. Yol. IL, at pag·e 78-

" In some places explosives and deto
nators \ ore stored in the crevicOB of the· 
packed "ails. It has been suggested in 
the c\·idencc that explosiVes were hltcd 
and sc.,ttcrcd bv the force of the explo
sion, but this c'an only be applied to '' 
few ir;,!ances. and then to loose <'xplo
si,-cs lyin~ on the floor. In verv few 
cases v~·rr;; cxplosiyos contained in· biJ1y
cun~. In one rase only \Vhcrc 0Xplos1ves 
wf're contained in a ''Toodcn box were 
thev scattered. this box having b~cn 
ovc'rturncd, probably by the force of the 
explof-ion." 

Again, on page 751, there is this finding-

" Expiosives were distributed, carried, 
used, c:_nd storCd underground 111 a care 
less m:· nner, >vithout regard to the regu· 
lati<;ns." 

The hon. member is the greatest misrepre
senter in this House. Irrespective of the 
political OJCinions held by my friends oppo
site he is one of the men ou the other srde 
of the House who would not give a man a 
decent "spin." He would be quite prepared on 
all occasions to misrepresent. He would lead 
hon. 1_nembors and people outside the House 
to believe that he is the only man hero who· 
stands for the uplifting of. humanity. Th:re 
are other men just as annous for the uphft· 
ing of humanity as he-men who are spend
in"' their time and money for that purpose. 
ar.:d who are not calling out about it. and 
who are not being paid for it. It ill becomes 
a man, more partrcularly the hon. member, 
to try to misrepresent the statements I made. 
I know that these men wore brave men. but 
the hon. member tri0d to get circulated 
throughout the length and breadth of 
Queensland that the hon. member for Too· 
won rr wanted to infer that they were not th~ 
cbs; of men he had said they were. Hon 
members know the hon. member, and they 
know me and the people know me, and they 
know hi~. and I am quite prepared to leave 
the issue \Yith them. 

\Vith regard to the unfortunate Bellbir0 
disaster. I quoted from statements whwn 
were made in the southern Pr·ess, that wax 
makhes had been left about, and one would 
be led to brJieve from the statement of the 
hon. member· that I suggested that those.men 
had callously done that. I hurl that msr;ma
tion back a'~ the hon. member. No such rd0a 
passed through my mind. When hon. mcm-. 
hers get up on the floor of the .House and 
sav that ur,dcr the system of prrvate enter
pr;ise men are to be murdered for the sake 
of pounds, shillings, and pence, I grve the 
lie back to them. Private <:_mploycrs are JUSt 
as generous as hon. 1nombers on th? ot~er 
side. Do not !he records ?f the Arbrtratron 
Court prove that on vanous occasrons the 
Government were the first to ?;0 to the Court 
for the purpose of altering the wages and 
conditions of their empl~yees? . But they 
still "\vant to convey the lmprosf'J<?ll, . as an 
election0ering stunt, tha.t we on tlns ~rde do 
not stand for th0 uplrftmg of humamty. If 
that is any satisfaction to th.e hon. member, 
let him have it. I am qurte prepared to 
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allow mv actions to spr,ak for themselyes, and 
I leave 'the hon, member's actions to speak 
for themselves. 

Mr. GLEDSO::-.J (lzmL'ich\: M:v remarks to 
'' hich the hon. member takes exception were 
<"ertainly ma·de on the basis of his own state
ments. The hon. member for Toowong 
raised the question of the disaster at Mount 
::\1ulligan and that at Bellbird, and, if he 
did not do so for the nurpose I suggested, 
what was his reason? Ho us0d statements to 
i<hrm· that ihev occurred from certain causes. 
·when it is pointed out to him that the 
disasters could not occur from swoh causes, he 
:1rru~cs me of misr~nresenting him. The 
hon. membe,- said with a J:ireat flourish that 
the- people of Qucens1and know 111~: and they 
know him. Thev do know the hon. mem-
1-,er, bec:wso we' haYc road the renort in 
a newspaper of a meeting of thf Employers' 
FPderation--

The CHAIR::\L<\ ::\': Order~ 

Jltr. GLRDSON: At which a certain 
'Bri2:adier-Gcneral Thompso•' made the 
statement that " If we onlv had 500 armed 
mer,, we could be able to dofhl it out to the 
v·orkers. Thev could fire low and ln.y out 
a lot of them." 

The people of Queensland do know the 
'lwn. mcmbm· for Toowong. If r.ny hon. 
mPmber gets up end makes statements that 

in m:v opinion are an insinuation 
['l p.m.] against the class that I represent, 

I am going to defend that class 
irn'snective of what the hon. member for 
'Too>vong may think or say. ..\.s he says, I 
am known through Queensland from l\-1ount 
Mulligan to the Southprn portions amongst 
the miners, the mineowners. and a large sec· 
tion of the community, and ·I am prepared to 
allow my character to stand against tha~ of 
the hon. member for Toowong anywhere he 
likRs and at any time. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): I would like to 
hitve son1e information in connection wjth 
t.he gem industry, which was dealt with by 
the hon. member for Leic.hhardt. It seems 
to me that there is over-optimism in con
nection with this industry. \Ve find that the 
Government have advanced £5,716 0n these 
·gems, and up to d&te no account sales ha ye 
been received, and the Government, not satis
fied with that 'position. entered into a 
scheme in February of this year to purc.has0 
·the whole of the g·ems from the field, and 
it must not be forgotten that gems are things 
fvt which there is no market, Under the 
scheme entore>d into hy the Government in 
February last, the;t have ah·ead_-c adY&nccd 
somel.hing like £16,324, and on looking at the 
Estima,tes I find that they arc still not satis
fiPd and are willing to spend an additional 
£20,000 in connection with this sapphire 
fiC'ld. 

:\1r. TAYLOR: They ha,ve plenty of money. 

Mr. KERR: There has to be an end to 
this sort of thing. There is the valuer on 
th(' ground, who pays to the owners of the 
g<1ms 95 per cent. of their value. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR MINES: Not 95 per cent. 
of the value, but 95 per cent. of the standard 
fixed by the Mines Department. 

;\1r, KERR: I take it that the standard 
is equal to the valm'. Gems are like pearls; 
you cannot fix a, price until they arc sold, 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is very dif
ficult to tell the value of an uncut gem. 

Mr. KERR: That is so. The standard 
is probably fixed on the basis of values 
previously rocPiYed. The owm'rs of the gems 
g-~t 95 per cent., and the Government recmve 
the other 5 per cent. I would hke to know 
from the Minister what salary :11r. Knowles. 
who is being sent home. is to receive. and hv 
whom it is to be paid. If it is goiug to L.o 
paid out of the remaining· 5 per cent. it 
dces not look as though he i.; going to get 
any more than £700. I do not think that Mr. 
Knowles would gi,-c hi>, professional know
ledge and take a Yisit to the old country to 
place these gems on the market at a salary 
like that. It seems to me that an explana
tion is necossa,ry m regard to this expendi
l ure. IV c are eneouraging men year after 
vear to sta,.- in an industrv which we have 
i--to 1narket ~for, and year after year the Go
YGrnment pa:;~ large sums of money in this 
connection, That is a thing that is desnrving 
of a.n attack by the Opposition. The Minister 
will use the usual old worn-out argnmcnt. 
"·what would vou do with the men? ·would 
V0U C:lSt them, OUt and allow their families 
to stMvo ?" I think that. as members of 
Parliament, it i' time e, forgot those 
excuses. These men should be provided with 
<"nploymont in other avenue,. Hon. gentle
men oppo.;ite would suggest. with lee.rs 
ru;ming down their cheeks, that the Opposi
ti.)n were out to allow this section of the 
community to stan-c. I am not advocc.ling 
thet. The Minister is fhbsolutely wrong- in 
using that line of "rgument. I do not mean 
anything like thfht at aiL 

'l'he CHAIRMA~: Order ! The hon. 
gt-ntleman has exhausted his time. 

Mr. WARREN Uviurrumba): Mention has 
been ma·do of the Warra, coalmine. That 
su\oj ect seems to be worn out. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. WARREN: The Minister savs "Hear, 
lw~r !" He would like to make this a back 
number. I was down the original shaft of 
this mine before the Government took it 
e.-er, an•l I am of the opinion that there is 
more coal there than there is in the Oa.key 
mine. The coal is all right, yet through a 
rnistake-no doubt it was a miotake, anybody 
is liable to make mistakf's-the Government 
took the machinery away from there. There 
is no coal west of Oakey. 

Mr. MoORE: Any amount of it. 

Mr. WARREN: There is no coal being 
mined west of Oakey. That is what I am 
trying to explain. The haulage of coal west 
of Oakey is absolute deadweight on the Rail
w,,y Department. The Warra cofhlmine 
could have been worked profitably. It seems 
to me that the discuesion has centred around 
the waste of £47,000, 

Th<> SECRETARY FOR MINES: That was the 
am.:mnt that the A•rditor-Goncral pointed out 

'" owing to the Treasurer at the time the 
mine closed down. 

:vrr. WARREN: There was a loss. 
The SEchE~'ARY FOR MINES: No. 

Mr. WARREN: The machinery was worth 
a bout £7.000. There is a cert&in am{mnt 
of structural work there that is worse than 
usAless, because it is an eyesore and a dis
grace to the department, and shows what n 
culossal blunder has occurred. The Minister 
in his reply should give us some information 
as eo why the ma,chinery was removed. Was 
it. that there was not sufficient political force 
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lwhind the Western people to compel the 
fullest development of this mine? The 
eHgine-drivers who have used this coal on the 
railway say that it is of good quality. If it 
is not exactly of first-class quality for loco
ll10tive purposes, it is better than wh;u; is 
being used from Uakey. I do not wish to 
say anything against the Oakey coal. but it 
is up to the department to give some tangible 
n~ason why this ll!achinery was pulled out. 
\Ye know that there were many miners who 
were prepared to work this mine on tribute, 
a11d there was no reason in the world why 
1he men could not have gone about the work. 
Smne of these men are no1v fanning in that 
dicotrict, <tnd they a.re in a pitiful plight as 
a. result of the drought. It would have been 
to the advantage of the country a!Hl the 
\Yestern distri,·t partieularl,\- bad thP rninP 
bec•n deYeloped. 1\'e now baYo tho pitiful 
spectacle of the mine lying idlo when there 
i·; a good prospeer of working it profitably 
and benefiting the \Vestern railwa) line. 

::\Ir. H.\RTLEY (Fitzroy): I just wanted 
to reply to the hon. member for Enoggera, 
but the hon. member for MmTumba has 
practically nmde it unnecessary. The hon. 
member for Enog-g ra asked why tbo Govern
n1ent ·did not. stop putting rnoney into ruining 
Ycntures and put it into something else, such 
as placing men on the land, from which they 
\Yould get some remunerative return. The 
hon. nrcmbrr for lVIurru,n1ba a::;kcd wh:v thP 
machincrv had been taken awav from the 
\\' arra c<ialmine when the farme1:s in a time 
of drought could b[lve worked and won the 
enal. That is the answer to the criticism of 
the GoYernment in sp·eculating State funds 
in n'!ining enterprises. Mining is a pioneer
ing enterprise. If a good mining· field is 
opened up. agricultural settlement will fol
lmY. ::\lining has been the pioneer of settle
ment to the same extent as the cattle station. 
Queensland was first pioneered by persons 
prospecting for suitable gTazing· lands, and 
when they were settled, population and indus
trv grew around thenl. The same ran be 
said of mining. The miner went out, located 
a payable proposition. and settlement fol
lowed. I sav with the hon. member for 
:\funumba that tbo closing down of the Warra 
coalmine was a mistake, in spite of the fact 
that the State lost £47,000 on the venture. 
That loss was due to bad management, or 
immature management, and the lack of pro
per prospecting. Many of the hon. members 
opposite waxed eulogistic when the Govern
ment took ove1· the Warra coalmine. The 
onlv trouble wa.s that they did not continue 
to be eulogistic. They got piqued because 
thev werE' afraid of a little bit of " Courier" 
Aoiging because a loss had been sustained. 
If the sa.me action was taken in manY 
instances a lot of the mines opLTating to-cl a~· 
would not have be,·n worked. The trouble 
,,-ith 1·b" 1\'al'l·a coalmine was that the shaft 
wa' sunk in the >vrong place. This was due 
to hastv management and the lack of proper 
,11·ecautions in not prospecting bv boring. 
The mine >vas on!,- developed to the 200-ft. 
I "Y<'l. where a <mall seam of coal, hard to 
\York. was obtained. It was known that a 
seam of coal existed at a depth of 300 feet, 
_,-bile further down at 500 feet there was 
another se[lm. If the Government ha·d been 
prepared to carry that loss, shift their shafts, 
and mine those seams at a greater depth, the 
loss wculd have soon been repaid in the 
soving of the cost of coal for use on the 
Western Railway. It would be a big saving 
111 tlw haulage of coal for that railway if coal 
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was obtained on the Western line. That 
affords some justification for speculation in 
mining. If ( 'hillagoe bad been allowed t:J 
remain idle, not only would 1,000 people have 
been thrown out of employment, but Mungana 
would not have been opened up and the new 
find, "Nightflower." would not have been 
developed because ·of the absence of treat
ment works. The State can carry the losses 
of mining speculations if ther·e is a reasonable 
prospect of greater development following, 
which will wipe out that loss. When the 
metal market> recO\·cr the State will be 
recoup-ed for all the money that has been 
spent in Ghillagoe and the other mining 
ventures. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I have been sur
prised at the debate on the Warra coalmine. 
I do not blame the Government for getting 
out. of that Yenturc. but I do blame them for 
not taking advantage of the offer of the men 
to work it. The GoYernment, for fear of 
having their bad management exposed, 
refused to let tbe miners take over and work 
the mine. These men were prepared to 
develop the mine and go on with it. In fact, 
thev ca,me to Brisbane and asked the Govern
ment to allow them to work the mine, but 
they were turned down. The Government bad 
made a failure of the mine, and they did not 
want to be shown that fact by the miners. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Vbv did not private enter
prise- subscribe capital to work it? 

:\fr. MOO RE: Those men wanted to run 
it at their own expense, yet the Government 
turned them down. The miners knew what 
they were taking on, and the Government 
shonld haYe giYen them the chance of working 
it., instead of taking down the plant and 
selling it to people from whom they bad no 
chance of getting the money. 

The SECRETARY FOR :Mn;Es: It has been 
sold. 

Mr. MOORE: I 1\ould not give the Govern
ment 4d. for their chance of recovering the 
£10,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\'liNES: We have the 
plant. 

Mr. MOORE: Yes, after taking it back 
from the man whom you sold it to. It was 
a pretty hopeless sale. It was sold to a 
political supporter. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR MINES: Some of it has 
been sold to a butter factory. 

::Vfr. MOORE: Yes, and some of it was 
taken away from the miners, as the Govern
ment were afraid of them using it and show
ing up their own mismanagement. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Which depart
ment turned down the miners? 

Mr. MOORE: The Mines Department. 
The Mines Department bad control of the 
mine. The~ were >Yorking it and closed it 
up. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It was no·c 
closed by the Mines Department. 

::\tlr. MOORE: Was it closed by the 
Treasury? 

Th -. SECRETARY FOR MINES : No. 

Mr. MOORE: It does not matter what 
department closed it. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! It makes a 
great. deal of differenee, because the hon. 
meml::>er cannot discuss it. I would like to 
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point out to the hon. member that he is dis
c-ussing the administration of the Mine~ 
DL'partment. 

Mr. MOORE: I am talking about the 
W arra coalmine. It can hardly he said that 
is counected with the Treasury Department, 
although, unfortunately, the loss falls on the 
Consolidated Revenue. I take objection to 
the whole of the ventures of the Mines Depart
me,-,t. because when one r-eads the report of 
the Auditor-General on the subject, it reads 
like a fairy tale. A man in speculating his 
own money has reason to be optimistic, but 
I havP a strong objection to being optimistic 
with the public funds. 

Mr. HARTLEY: How much would you be 
prepared to spend to develop a coalmine 
on the Western Railway? 

Mr. MOORE: There is coal on the Western 
line. One mine is being developed at Roma 
at the present time, and another at Chinchilla. 

.:VIr. HARTLEY: But not sufficient coal is 
being won to supply the Western line. 

Mr. MOORE: Yes. The Government 
should go somewhere else where someone has 
startr•d a coalmine if thev wish to start 
mining· themselves. There is any amount of 
<·oal west of Oakey. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Ko. 

}fr. MOORE: There are five mines working 
ou the railway at the present time west of 
Oakey. I know a mine within a short dis
tance of trl)'' own horne that is being worked. 

Mr. I-lARTLEY: Is it on the main railway 
line? 

Mr. ::VIOORE: It i' on u branch line. It 
is only 8 miles from Oakev. I am rather 
'orrv I have tol-d the hon. member for 
Fitzroy. because he might go up there and 
do a bit of organising. 

Mr. HARTLEY: There is anv amount of room 
in the Central district for that. 

Mr. MOO RE: Another matter I should 
like to mention is that of the State coal
n1ine. I have SOLne real good "\Vorkers in 
mv district-! do not sav that because thev 
,-otP for me. for th0y are lirst-claos workcr8. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::YirxEs: You are after 
their votes now. 

Mr. MOORE : One of those men came to 
me. and said, " It is no good to me; I could 
kick out 3 tons a da v if I had my boots on 
but I am limited to 2 tons. so I have left 
the job." He said it \Yas the easiest place 
lw had been on. and IH' blamed the Govern
Inent.. He said tbe 1nanagcmcnt was rotten, 
the organisetion was rotten, and the Govern
ment were rottPn. Of course. it is never anv
thing else; when .a failure ocrurs, it ~is 
always the boss who is rotten. 

\Ve see from the Auditor-General's report 
that wherever we have a mine where it is 
easy to get the mat<'rial out the cost of 
n1ining is exce.:::sive. V\.,.e haye a Secretarv 
for Mines who was born optimistic. I think 
he is a speculator by nature. I do not mind 
him speculding on his own behaH, but I 
do object to him speculating with the funds 
of the State, especially when we are showing 
losses year after year. 

The SECRRTARY FOR MIKES: You cannot put 
it that way-that I am speculating witi1 the 
Government funds. 

:VIr. '\IOORE : I do not suppose that any 
man who l,uts money into a mine thinks that 
he is spccdating; he thinks that he is 
d<•veloping the country. 

Mr. HAHTLEY: )la; he knows he IS s·pecu
hlting. 

Mr. MOORE : The hon. member for .B'itz
roy says that he knows he is speculating, 
consequeutly he infers that the Secretary 
for Mines is opeculating with the State's 
n1onev. I cannot sec how we are going to 
o·et o'ut of our pre"ent position. We know 
rhar there an• vast stocks of copper through
out the world, and by continuing an enter
prise in connection with copper-mining we 
arc merely adding to our liabilit)' yea;r after 
year. It is all very well to show us rep_orts 
of material valued at so much. The Audrtor
GPnC'nd 1nakPs sorne YCl'V raustic co.nuncnts 
on the working of these 'Yarious enterprises. 
I think ,.,. have anv amount of develop-· 
mental work that could be carried on that 
would be a benefit to the country, but to' 
keep up tb~sc industries and incur." huge· 
loss is not justifiable. It is becommg far
eical. The continual loeses make it ridicu
lous to keep on. If the Secretary for Mines 
r-ould see tlw end. and say that in twelve 
months the price of copper or of gems is 
going to be considerably higher, it would not 
bo so bad. 

:'IIr. H.U~U.EY: Why don't you cut the 
!lnoa ts of a lot of your cows? 

Mr. :'1100RE: A lot of them are dving 
without having· their throats cut. 

:Mr. 1-IARILEY: The hon. member wants the 
Government to help him to keep them alive. 

Mr. MOO RE: ::\'o: that is where the hon. 
n1en1b£'r for Fitzroy is \Vrong. lVIy opinion 
is that if half the cattle died there would 
be a higher price fOl' the rest. That has 
occurred in the past after a drought. 

.Mr. IIAHTLEY: \\'hy not kill them; 

Mr. :\IOORE: There is no occasion to do 
so. 

:'IIr. liARlLEY: The hon. member does not 
like parting with them. 

:Hr. :MOGRE : I think the hon. member 
knows that people have been killing their 
cah·es. 

Mr. HARH.EY: I know that, because they 
have more than enough cattle on hand. 

:\h. :'IIOORE: Not at all-because they 
have no fodder for them. Anyhow, we do 
not want to talk about killing cattle and 
calves-that has nothing to do with the 
Department of Mines, and I am sure the· 
Chairman would he justified in pulling me
up if I coPtinued on the subject. I think 
the hon. nwutbPr for Fitzroy is trying to dis
tract attention from the misdemeanours of 
the Government in speculating. and losing· 
vast amounto of money, but I want to point 
out that the position is becoming intolerable. 
As I pointed out, if the Minister could show 
that there is likely to be a shortage of 
lllinerals. and that the price is going to 
improve. then• \vould be socne justification; 
but to go on year in year out a.s he is doing, 
trusting to Pr0vicknc~ to let him come out 
on the right side at the end of the next .'ear, 
is no \Vay to manage a country. I consider 
that it is time that the Government endea
voured to put the peg in and stop this huge 
]os€. 

Jir. Moon:.] 
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Mr. WARREN (Jlurru7!lba): The hon. 
member for Fitzroy has made a joke. He 
said that the reason whv the Government 
wont m for these speculations was because 
the land was poor <Ind the droughts so 
severe. 

Mr. HARTUY: I did not. 

Mr. W ARREK: He sai·d that we are 
going in for these speculations to sa vc the 
man on the land. When the Government 
started their speculations in this department 
Queensland was never in a better way for 
the producer. All products were Looming·. 
the price of cattle was high, the price of 
·wheat was high-every mortal thing produced 
'by tlu· man on the land was flourishing until 
tlw Government started this wild-cat specu
lation. Even the seasons were better. 
Unfortunately, the Labour Government 
brought in bad seasons. 

The CHAIRMAK: Order! 
hon. JHemLcr is not going to 
seasons under the vote for the 
of Mines. 

I hope thP 
di~cu:-;s the 

DetJartllll'llt 

Mr. IVARREC'\: I just wanted to correct 
the hon. rr1ernbet· l\-ho gavo that as a rea.son 
why the Mines Department \Yent in for these 
wild-cat schemes. 

;>Ir. HAii1'LEY: That statement W3S not 
made by me; it "'lS advocated by you. 

Mr. \'v' \RREN: I said that under the 
present co11ditious this is the time when I 
would advis' the Government to operate the 
mines that would be profitable. and I was 
particularly anxious that the \Varra mine 
Bhould be \,·orked on tribute. \Vith the hon. 
u,emher for Aubigny, I say that it was a 
wicked blueder on the part of the Depart
ment of Mines that the Warra mine was 
closed do\\ n and the men werP thrown 
out Df work. I mentioned incidentally that 
these ver}· men, or some of them-not all 
of them, for some were actually miners who 
would d<J nothing else-went on the land. I 
"·ant it to be qnite dear that 1f the Depart· 
1r:ent of Mines had allowed the \Yan·a mine 
to be worked there would have been about 
100 men working in the mine and making 
the centre a prosperous one. If the S<>cretary 
for Mines has any tangible reasons for clos
ing the mine down, I think it is up to the 
Committee t<;> know them. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): The lack of min
ing· knowledge of hon. members opl'osite 
astounds me. I have had a httlo expenence 
with private enterprise, and remember that 
on one occasion I was interested in a con
cern w hNe we had tD pay calls I or over 
twentv ,-ear.s. and the mine was finally 
wound u'n. There are 1.nany mines working 
to· dav which worked for ten or fifteen years 
before thev bcPame profitable. Hon. gentle
men opposite do not seem to realise w.hat I 
said earlier in the debate, that m a mmerol 
belt like Chillagoe they onlv need. to dis
rover one fairlv rich lode-and I am m hopes 
that it will be" discovered at an early date
to make the concern a payable one. I have 
known mines not to pay for ten years. and 
then. in a f.,w v<>ars. to pav over half a 
million pounds iri dividends. If we continue 
in Chillagoc it will not always shnw us :1 

loss. I should not be surprised to learn at 
any time that it is making a good profit. 

At 4.30 p.ni., 

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions 
of Standing Order No. 307, and of the 

r.:l1r. Warren. 

Sessional Order agreed to by the Hause on 
18th October, I shall now leave the chair and 
make my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported progress. 
The resumption of the Committee was 

made an Order of the Day for a later hour 
of the sitting. 

CITY OF BRISBANE BILL. 
INITIATION. 

Ho.x. F. T. BRENNAN (1'oowoornba): I 
beg to move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of tbe ·whole io consider of the desirable
ness of introducing a Bill for the good 
government of the City of Brisbane." 

Question put and passed. 

IXCOME TAX ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 
INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
~Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) : I beg to 
move-· 

" Tlmt the House will, at its next 
silting. resolve itcelf into a Committee 
of the Wlwle to consider of the desirable
ness of introducing a Bill to further 
amend tlw Income Tax Act of 1902 in 
c0rtain particulars." 

Question put and passed. 

LA:\"D TAX _.\CT AlVlE~DlVIEXT BILL 

INITIATION. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

IHon W. lUcCormack, Cairns) : I beg to 
ro.ove--

" That the House will, at its next 
&itting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the dcsirahh·
ness of introducing a Bill to further 
amend the Land Tax Act of 1915 in 
certain particulars." 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
RESuMPTION OF COMMITTEE-ELEVENTH 

ALLOTTED DAY. 
(_lir. Dunstrm, Uyrnpie, one of the 1mnd of 

Temporary Chairmc n, in the chair.) 

DEPARTMEN'r OF MINES. 
CHIEF OFFICE. 

Quntion stated-
" That £15,399 be granted for ' Depart

ment of Mines-Chief Office.' " 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. ;r .• Tones, l'addingtou): I must thank hon. 
members opposite, and hon. members on this 
sido also, for their criticisms on this par
ticu !ar vote. I think it is a good thing 
to have criticism at times-! am not afraid 
of it so far as the administration of the 
Mines Department is concerned-and on the 
\Y hole the criticism has been rather favour
D.bl,, to the department. The hon. member 
for Enoggera made some reference to the 
marketing of gems. Prior to the Govern
ment interfering-if I may use that terru in 
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regard to this matter-the gem miners were 
morketing their gems under the open market 
competitive system-that is, foreign buyers 
and others went to the field and bid for the 
product. That was not at all satisfactory, 
aud I am satisfied that the miners on the 
field were not getting anywhere near the value 
of their production. As a matter of fact, 
W•' have marketed •.ome of the best Queens-
1anl! ~apph~res~ana. by the tvay tho _Queens~ 
hnri sapphue field 1s the best sapph1r0 field 
in the w}wle worlcl-ancl some of the best 
·Queensland sapphires were bPing sold .over
.;;eas as Ca.shn1ere sapphires frorn InUia. The 
Gm·ernment marketed in one year £36,000 
~~-oyth of 9,ueonsla.nd gcrns. . Thos~: , were 

f1rBt blues, as the proclan1atron wh1cn was 
isc.ued did uot make a monopol:.- or permit 
the Governn~ent to acquire any other but tho 
'' lin•t blnes"-that is to ~av. ston<:s of other 
{'nlours tha.n blue are not ~1narkctabln ovcr
s-_a -,, The Govcrnrnf'nt by proclan1ation 
"ccquireJ t.he whole of the production in 
QtiPOn-.-lalld, and there is onlv ono field pro
ducing that sapphi;·e-the Anakic field. vVe 
appointed agents overseas in the person .of 
ltubin Brothm, to market tho whole produc
t ior.. \V e ma1·ketc•d £36.000 "·orth of gems, 
rtud the Government did not lose one penny. 
1\oither does tho Auditor-General in his 
rPport say that there hcs been a loss in the 
marketing of those gems. But I believe 
that that scheme was not perfect by any 
w0ans-not that I could or would '""t itnV 
r flection 0n Rubin Brothers. I was satis
ftetl, however, that a better market could bo 
found by arrangin:.; for the Government to 
fit:cl the money and haYe a man overse~s ro 
market the stones direct for the Government, 
and we have done that. Mr. Knowles, of 
Bnsbane, who has proved himself ::t good 
c\ustralian-he has a good knowled.;e not 
'"nly of the marketing of gems, but a splendid 
ktwwlodge with regard to the cutting of 
gc•ws-has been appointed by the Government 
al a salary of £250 for six months and a 
or.,~ll travelling :~!lowance. 

Mr. PETERSON: You are getting him very 
<'heap. 

fhe SECRETARY FOR MINES: He gets 
a commission of 5 per cent. on the first 
£10,000 worth of gems that he sells. He is 
appointed for a probationary period, and, if 
successful, he will receive a permanent 
appointment. w., are not paying Mr. 
Knowles any more by way of commission and 
snlary-in fact wro are paying him less
ihan we paid Rubin Brothers. Rubin Bro
thers found the money in the first place to 
r•urchase the sapphires on the field, and we 
issued a proclamation and paid for the wh.ole 
-of the gems, and marketed them through 
Rubin Brothers. The transactions have been 
above-board with the agents, but I am satis
fied that we can get a better price fr,_. t.he 
miners o.nd producers on that field by the 
s0stPm I have adopted. Hon. members will 
sPe by reference to page 80 of the Auditor
General's report that ·we hn:ve gems overseas 
ready to be marketed of £16,000 in value. 
'The hon. member for Enoggera complained 
that we paid 95 per cent. of the value of the 
!fems to the miners on the field. We pay 
95 per cent. of the valuation placed on the 
gmns by our grade1· on the field, but that is 
n.ot the value of the gems-I can assure the 
hon. membrr that it is much more than that 
--and 5 per cen£. is retained for administra
tive expenses. We have set up a standard, 
and the grader acts according to that stand
ard. We would be very disappointed if we 
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did not get a much higher price fm· the gems 
than the grader places on them when he pur" 
chases on the field. I think that explain,; 
the matter sa tisfactc,rily. 

::\1r. TAYLOR: How many men are on the 
field at the present time? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. membPr for Leichhardt informs 'ne that 
lhPre are about 400 men on the field 1ww. 

At 4.47 p.m., 
The C'JIAIR:\IAX (.Mr. Kirwa.n, JJr,:<uanf I 

re.<umed the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: The 
discussion has ceutr0d round tl.:.e tirst vote~ 
that for the Chief Office of the department. 
I take it that that practically ends the dis
cn::dion on the l\!Iines Estimates, bc,L tuse we 
have tulk0d on e\"ery subject pertaining to 
the department. and I im end to reply b•·iefly. 
r:rheroforo I will ccser the same with~ scnpt' 
as hon. n1ernbcrs bavo covered in thoit criti
cimns. 

A good deal of criticism centred round 
tl;e statement in the Auditor-Gcnt'ral's 
tllport, in which he compbins of the delay 
in the 1\iilncs Departn1ent in connection with 
tl10 finalising of certain accounts. The hon. 
member for Nanango a few days ago >Jsked 
a. question with regard to this matter, and 
the hon. member f.or 1\ormanby also desires 
some information on the point. The delay 
lmo been caused by an alteration in the per
sonnel of the staff contr.olling the State entN
priso•> side of the JYiines Department. lYir. 
Hrophy's connection 'vith the department ha~ 
boon severed, and there has been a change 
also in the accountancy branch, and that has 
caused delav. That delav was nol caused 
with any idea of withhoiding information. 
I have here the sta;:ement of accounts regard
ing the State enterprises to which- the 
Auditor-General makes reference, which I 
intend ro make ava.ilable to the Committee .. 

'l'he first item dealt \Vith is the State 
a,rsenic 1nine,· which this year shows a lo8~ 
in its transactions. as we always anticipated. 
vV,hen the mine wa J elita.blished we did not 
anticipate profits from the production of 
arsenic. The mine was established for thP 
sole purpose of eradicating prickly-pear in 
Queensland. I think the Government deeerve 
some credit-although it may sound boastful 
f.or me to say so, being t.he Minister who 
established the min€'-for being the only Go
H>rnment which have attempted in a prac
tical way to do something ro rid Queensland 
of the prickly-pear which is now becoming 
suc-h a danger. Anyone who knows anything 
about pricldy-pear knows that it has got 
beyond the individual select<Jr, and that it i,; 
not profitable to clear land at 'a cost of £10 
an acre, which, when it is cleared, is only 
worth, say, £6 an acre. Therefore, prickly
pear is a legacy handed down to this Govern
ment, who are forced to deal with it as a 
matter of State concern. This mine has been 
working for some years and, whatever any 
person may say to the contrary, I maintain 
that there would be more prickly-pe<tr in 
Queensland to-day had it not been for the 
arpenic it has pr.odnced. 

Mr. CoSTELLO: H has not done much to 
clc.,ar pear. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. member for Normanby brought up· a 
case which I intend to investigate, and I 
content myself with remarking now that it 
oast a good deal of money to put a ton of 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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arsenic inlo that paddock. Many hundreds 
of tone have been used in Queensland by 
'hire councils which have prickly-pear 
infested areas, and by settl~rs with infested 
lan·l. vVe are selling arsenic to-day to the 
selector for £10 per ton, rail free to his 
nearest railway station, and we were doing 
that during the time when tne price was 
£90 and more- a ton. As a matter of fact, 
I was offered. through the Agent-General, 
£100 per ton for lOO tons of 95 per cent. 
grey arsenic to be sent overseas, but we 
refused the offer, preferring to discharge our 
obligation' to the settler, although it meant 
such a heavy loss. To-day the price of 
white arsenic is over £70 per ton, and 
yesterday I had an offer of £47 per ton, 
f.o.b. Brisbane. The stlttement of the past 
vear's onerations shows that about one-third 
;,f our prodLLction ha~ been supplied to the 
farmer at the special rate I have mentioned 
and that our loss is £1,251 18s. lld., on a total 
sales value of £15,618 15s. 6d., although we 
have on hand 185 tons for which I could get 
£47 a Ion f.o.b. Brisbane. but which the 
.\uditor-General in making up his account 
hao Yalu0d at the cost of production. If 
we had sold that arsenic, there would have 
b"en no !t•es. I am not complaining about 
th0 Auditor-General's valuation-it was the 
proper thin;; to do-but that explanation 
shows that last year we actually did not 
n1ake a lo3s. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You are supplying it at £10 
per ton for local use? 

Mr. CosTELLO: You are not carrying on 
on that basis, ·pending the new legislation? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes. 
\V e are still supplying orders. We could 
import nitric acid and make arsenic pent
oxJde hero. bt<t. that is a matter for discussion 
on the legislation the hon. member for 
Carnarwm has mentioned. I think that the 
proper thing tn do would be to get an 
expert to find out whether arsenic pentoxide 
is the be-all and end-all of prickly-pear 
poisons. 

Mr. PETERSON: Pure arsenic is better. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have 
already explained that there has been a 
change in the Accounts Branch, and, in fair
nees to the officers of the department, I want 
to say that no reflection whatever can be 
east upon the1n. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You must not forget that 
the Auditor-General says that the delay is 
incx< usable and shows neglect. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI;\;ES: I have 
told the hon. member that the accountant of 
the State ,-~:nwrprises Department 1esigned 
and the IJBiltleman who was controlling the 
mining enterprises happened to be changed 
at that time also. The hen. member seems 
to think that the accounts of mining cuter
prises and State enterprises generally can 
be dealt with in the same way as the 
ordinary accounts of a Government depart
ment. I an, not disputing thc accuracy of 
the Auditor-General's report. He has the 
right to make that comment, but I have 
the right also to give the reasons for the 
delay; and no reflection can be cast on the 
<cccountant and the present staff of the 
Mines Department. 

The Baralaba coalmine produced last vear 
38,934 tons cf coal, and used 1,068 tons" for 
boiler put'JlOE>es. The value of that produc
tion was £29,514 Ss. lOd. and the cost of 
production £31,348 6s. 4d. It was paid for 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

at the rate of 14s. 9d. per ton, and, whilst 
our present figures show a loss of £1,833 
17s. 6d., there is a discrepancy between the 
weights of the Railway Department and 
those of the Mines Department-which I 
~!aim ar•e correct, the scales having been 
certified to bv an inspector of weights and 
measures-of '2,274 tons. When we rectify 
that mistake there will be no loss on 
Baralaba, although we are selling tl1e coal 
at the very low price of 14s. 9d. I think 
hon. members will appreciate the fact that. 
I am giYing the actual figures and that 
there has been no attempt on the part of the 
Mines Departmellt or any officer in it to hold 
up the accounts. The re.ference in the· 
)\.uditor-General's ordinary report may create 
that impression, but my statement to-day 
will be verified by his report on the State· 
enterprises wh<m it appears. 

The Styx River mine, No. 2, is a m.ine· 
which the hon.' member for Kormanby 
knows vPry weii. It produced last year 399 
tons used for boiler purposes and 21,497 
tons of coal .~old on railway weights, th<> 
value of which was £25,880 6s. 7d. It cost 
£31,156 1s. 3d. to produce it; showing a 
loss of £5,275 14s. 8d. We have further to 
take into consideration the fact that the 
rnling selling price in that district is 
26s. 7d. per ton, and we put the coal into 
trucks for the Railway Department at £1 
per ton. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Does that cost cover boring? 

The SECRETARY .FOR MINES: No,. 
but it includ;,s the cost of all the develop-
mental work. The hon. member for Fitzroy 
has visited this mine on many occasions, and 
he knows the value of the coal and he knows 
that the selling price at the Rockhampton. 
gas works and other places is 26s. 7d. per 
ton, whilst we have been distributing it to 
the Railway Department at £1 on trucks, 
and we are working in an area which is the 
most costly to operate in order to keep up 
the production of this valuable coal in the 
Central District while we are developing the 
mine. and sinking a shaft on the big undis· 
turbed rrrea. 

\Ve have pro.-ed that field by a. svstem of 
boring for at !oast 6 miles along the line. 
\Vo ha Ye proved seams from 4 feet 6 inches 
to 10 feet within a depth of 700 feet from 
I he surface. The present shaft is down 

nearly 500 feet, and the first 
[5 p.m.] seam we shall work will be about 

4 feet 6 inches at a depth of 
530 feet. and one will be sunk deeper to the 
10-feet seam at 700 feet. Here we have a 
valuable proposition, and we shall produce· 
valuable coal at much less than £1 per ton. 

Mr. PETERSON: Did the analysis prove 
that it was better tha.n Newcastle coal? 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR MIXES: The 
report from the Australian navy shows that 
it is better than Newcastle coal, and we need 
110t go to \V E'·tport or any other place to 
import coal while we have the Styx River 
coal. The Gas Company at Rockhampton 
threw out the N cwcastle coal and took the 
Styx River coal. While the figures show a 
loss of £5,275, we haYe this in our favour, 
that, prior to the opening of the Styx coal
mine, the cost of coal at the Mackay railway 
depot and to the nine sugar-mills operating 
in that district and to the Marine Depart
ment was £3 3s. per ton. 

Mr. PETERSON: Your department should 
get credit for that. 
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The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES: We 
produced it at £1 per ton, the railage was 
10s. 9d. per ton to Mackay, and we saved 
the sugar industry in the Mackay district 
!tnd the Railway Department £1 12s. 3d. on 
every ton of fuel that was used. I venture 
to say that last year the three State coal
mines saved the Railway Department nearly 
£100,000 in the difference between the price 
that it previously paid and the price we sold 
the coal at. That is not credited to the 
Mines Department. In a few months we 
shall be developing our big mine at the 
Styx R !vcr, and I hope the loading facilities 
will be ready. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Is it proper business 
to supplv to a Government department coal 
,,-hich c~sts more than the price charged? 

The SECRETARY FOR :y{IJ'\ES: It 
means a saving to the Railway Department. 
I am not so much concerned about the price 
that is charged to the Railway Department, 
because, when \Ve are working the undis
turbed area, we shall reduce the cost of 
production con,iderably, and we shall be 
able to sell the coal at about 8 per cent. 
above the cost of production. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: Your argument is 
that the Railway Department's returns would 
have been £100,000 worse off if they had not 
obtamed this cheap coal. 

Mr. HARTLEY: No, than they \Yould have 
been if private enterprise had been supplying 
the coal. 

Th,; SECRETARY FOR j\llKES: We not 
only effected a saving for the Railway 
Department, bnt we effected a saving for 
private enterprise in the sugar-mills in the 
Mackay district. 

Mr. PETERSON: But for that there would 
have been a greater deficit on the railways. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes; 
but I am more concerned about the dis
crepancy in the weight. There was a dis
crepancy of 2,274 tons on 38,000 tons in one 
year, which compelled me to show a loss. 
I claim that I am entitled to 14s. 9d. per ton 
for that coal. 

Mr. IlARTLEY: lt is accounted for by the 
slack coal lost in the bad trucks. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: \Ve 
have to pay for its production just the same. 

I now come to the Bowen State coalmine. 
Last year we produced 363 tons for boiler 
purposes and sold 51,367 tons from that mine. 
That was during the r,eried from 1st July 
to 30th June. 'The railway to the coalfield 
was not completed until September, and the 
production to-day is at the rate of about 
120,000 tons per year. We are producing 
between 400 and 500 tons per day at the 
State coalmine at Bowen, and we are supply
ing the \\'hole of the Townsville and Bowen 
railway system with coal from that mine. 
The valne of the production last year was 
£38,969 3s. lld. 

Mr. KELSO: Is the coal sold at less than 
the current price? 

The fjECRETARY FOR !\liNES: Ko. It 
is sold at 16s. por ton, which will probably 
be the established price. 

Mr. PETERSO:>r: \Vhat was the Railway 
Commissioner paying for coal before? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 
was paying 43s. per ton. At the Townsville 

depot we arc <aviniT the Railway Depart
ment roughly £1 p;r ton on every ton of 
coal u~ed. 

lHr. KELSO: h there a loss on the Bowen 
State coalmine? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No; 
there was a profit of £5,369 3s. Taking the 
coalmine- all round in their developmental 
stage, they pan out very nearly equal. Apart 
from that, there i, the saving to the Rail
way Department, taking the figures at the 
Townsville depot. of £51,000, assuming that 
we arc saving £1 on every ton used. The 
amount of yyages paid at the Bowen State 
coalmine last Far was £24,932, at the Styx 
River coalmine £25,340, and at the Baralaba 
coalmine £25.624. That shows the employ
nwnt that has been created at the three 
State mines by the expenditure of £75,896 
In \vages. 

1\lr. liARTLEY: And we are also supplying 
coal of a higher quality. 

:\lr PETERSOX: I agree with that; but it 
has not created any great amount of employ
Incnt. 

:\n 0PPOSITTOx }lE'! BER : Is this coal of 
higher quality than the Blair Athol coal? 

:\lr. HARTLEY : y CS. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do 
not want to say anYthing detrimental to the
Blair Athol coal. but I want to say that 
1 ton of Stvx coal YYill do work that requires 
30 cwt. of Blair Athol coal. The Blair 
A thol coal is a splendid .;teaming coal for 
railway purposes and splendid coal for export 
purpose', because it is not liable to spon
taneous combustion. and, a'• the hon. member 
for Leichhardt said, if mixed with Styx 
River coal. which is of excellent quality. 
and with the Baralaba coal, which is a soft 
coal, it will form an excellent coal fo1· 
export purpose£. If a big export trade 
developed in the Central district overseas or 
with the East. it would be a good idea to 
mix these three coals for export purposes. 

I haYe no desire to detain the Committee 
at very great length, but I was anxious to 
put the'e figures before hon. members. I 
think that the leader of the Opposition, and 
many other hon. members opposite, who were 
very generous in their criticism of the Mines 
Department, will appreciate the fact that I 
have given all the information with regard 
to the enterprises 1·eferred to in the Auditor· 
General's report, and the figures will compare 
favourably with those contained in the report 
on State enterprises when it is tabled. I 
have shown that I have no desire to hide 
anything in connection with these enterprises. 
The coalmi1ws arc a valuable asset, to the 
State. Hon. members opposite may raise the 
question as to whether the Government 
should engage in coalmining. 

Therc is no interference with private 
enterprise in that direction. The Bowcn 
coalfield was kno\VIl to the department forty 
years ago. It remained for a Labour 
Government to eome into power to bmld a 
t"ailway line and deYelop that field, which 
promises to be one of the best fields not only 
in North Queensland but in Australia. 
Queensland is very fortunate in having coal
fields adjacent to the principal ports along 
the seaboard. These coalmines are necessary 
for the establishment of our great secondary 
industries when the time is opportune. 

The hon. members for Burke and Kennedy 
made some reference to the Cloncurry field. 

Hon. A. J. J ones.] 
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TheY said tha.t the smelters at Cloncurry 
could be supplied with coal and coke from 
the Bowen coalmine. I am pleased to have 
this opportunity of stating that, although we 
ha n' been suffering from a great depression 
in the copper industry due to the rapid 
slump in the price, the Gove'l·nment could 
reduce the costs of copper production at 
Cloncurry by £6 per ton by the manufacture 
of coke at Bowen. One hon. member stated 
that it cost £3 10s. a ton to take coke out 
to the Cloncurry field. He made a slip, 
because the cost is £5 10s. a ton. 

:Ylr. PETERSON: ·where from? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: From 
the South. As a matter of fact, the freight 
cha-rged by shipping companies from Sydney 
is less than from Brisbane. It cost ihe 
Goyernment more to take coke manufactured 
at Ipswich to the North because of the 
absurd shipping rates than to take it from 
s~ dney. 

::Vlr. PETERSON: Did not the Government 
charter a boat for the purpose'! 

The SECRETARY FOR l\II:\ES: Yes, the 
Government chartered the "Allinga." 
During the war period they were forced to 
convey coal and coke to the North so that 
the copper companies could continue operat
ing and supply Britain and her allies with 
copper. Tho Government made a profit of 
£b.OOO on the first year's chartC'r. They did 
not charge the sam~ freight as the shipping 
companies, but conyeyed coal from Sydney 
to Townsville for 2s. bd. a ton less and coke 
for 5s. a ton less. The second year showed 
a profit on the charter of £5,000. l'IIy point 
is this, that, if the Cloncurry smelters were 
in operation to-day, coke could be made on 
the Bowen cgalfield, which would enable 
them to reduce the cost of coppe•r production 
by £6 a ton. Assuming that it takes 3 tons 
of coke to smelt 1 ton of blister copper, 
there would be a saving of £2 10s. per ton 
on every ton of coke landed at Cloncurry. 
Ai Bowen the Government have a splendid 
seam of coal, known as the Garrick seam. 
It is 8 feet 6 incheS! in thickness and is a 
splendid coking coal. The standard of ash 
is 16 per cent., and, unlike the Ipswich and 
other coals, there is no necessity to go to 
thl' expense of a washing plant. I called a 
conference of the copper companies operating 
in the Cloncurry district. Two of the com
panies were willing to confer with me. 'I'hey 
received the proposition of the Government, 
but one of the companies held out and would 
not meet the Government or entertain any 
such suggestion. I do not know what their 
reason was, and I have r10t found out. I 
have discussed this matter with the Premier, 
and he said he was prepa·red to recommend 
to the Government that the companies should 
be ·allowed to put up their own coke ovens 
and the Government would supply them with 
the coal necessary to make the coke, provided 
they gave an assurance to the Government 
that they would keep their smelters in opera
tion. They did not even accept our sugges
tion. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It shows their bitter intoler
ance of any suggestion that the Government 
may make. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
price of copper during the war was very 
high. The Government had to suffer from 
the depression in mining and the reduction 
in prices just as the private companies had 
to suffer. 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

One hon. member opposite said that the 
State should not go on producing copper 
when the price was low. The only copl?er 
mine that the Government were worKmg 
was at Einasleigh, and that had to be closed 
down a·' it could not be operated profitably. 
The only copper produced to-day ~n Qu~ens
land is br the State smelter. 'Ihcre IS a 
little bit. of copper recovered that is 
associated with the silver-lead ore from the 
M un rrana Lad,. J a ne, Constance, and other 
mine~ ab~ut Chillagoe. The Government are 
not engaged in the copper-mining industry 
at the present time. I rngrct vc1:;,· !Hhch 
that operations on the Cloncu:-ry fieb a,re 
suspended for the present. It 1s one of rno 
best, though unde. eloped, copper fields m 
the world. Its surface has merely been 
scratched. :Yiany of the gaugers show copper 
with ]Wrceutages as high as 40 per cent. and 
down to 25 per cent. I ·regret that a smelter 
is not working in that district, althGugh 
there are three smelters there. Ar hon. 
n1ombC'r suggested that. the qovernn1en~ 
should erect a smelter. The Governrnen, 
would be verv foolish in these davs with the 
priee of cop[ er so low to erect a re~cerberatory 
furnace or a smelting plant which is nc.t up 
t::> datt·. There is a great 1K~~sibilit5 of the 
cost of producing copper being brought dm,·n 
br the introduction of a new process known 
a:: the leaching process. But even though the 
Government could save £6 a ton on the fuel 
costs. it woLdd be foolish for them to erect a 
smelter while smelters arc already etoci,,d in 
Cloncurrv. There is no reason "\Yl-1y, when 
the amalgamation of the compar:ies is 
effeded. costs of production should not be 
reduced in other ways than by the reduction 
in wag·cs, which has been suggested. These 
costs might be reduced by a reductiou in 
overhead cha.rges and the elimination of 
waste. \Vith copper at £80 a ton there 
should not be the inactivity that prevails. 
I am satisfied that the cost of production can 
be reduced bv the use of Bowen fuel. It 
would be foolish for the Government to erect 
smelting works, unless they are built on the 
,ame up-to·date lines as the processes in use 
in other countries. I believe that the 
mineral wealth of Queensland is great, and 
that the day is not far distant when, whether 
it is done bv the State, Commonwealth, or 
private ente"rprise, up-to-date metallurgical 
works will be established in North Queens
land. The power for those wmks will oe 
obtained by harnessing the Barron Falls, and 
probably Cairns will be the site for those 
works. 

If thNe was anything that would be a 
pilhr of support to the Northern mining 
industry, it would be the up-to-date treatment 
of orP. \Ye know that we had to producP 
our ore at Cloncurry and Chillagoe and that 
ch.ring the war time we had to send it to 
Port Kembla to be electrolytically refined. 
whe•1 it was sent again to the J;i'orth of 
Queensland before being sent overseas. 

vVith regard to Chillagoe, some hon. mem
ber made reference to the Chillagoe opera
tions. The first y-ear's operations were during 
a period when the prices of metals were not 
sc1 lcw as they ha ye since been, and they 
produced a proot of £1.000. That was Yery 
good, c<;msidering the out la v. The plant is 
quit-e different to-day to what it was when 
we tooL over. While we have shown losses 
for three vears, due to the depression in the 
mining· industry and due to price' over which 
we have no control in Australia, I think we 
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did the right thing by keeping the works in 
operation and facing a loss rather than closing 
down. 

The l<•ador of the Opposition justified the 
subsidv of about £1.000 a week to the 
Mount Morr-an Gold :\lining Company. He 
applauded the Government for keeping in 
operation tho :\1ount M01·p;an works-a c_om
pany that has paid dividends almost s1nec 
its incPption. 

1\lr. COLLTKS: Over £8,000.000. 
The SECRETARY FOR MI:\:ES: It was 

at one time the richest mine in the world, 
and it was the third richest in the world up 
to the time when the GO\·ernment came to 
its assist~ncc. Yet it is said we \'\ _•re not 
justiiiccl in keeping the Chillagoe mines open 
and haYiug .a loss. )Jow, the loss at Chillagoc 
has been much less than the subsidv given 
by the Governmc•nt to the Mount ::Vlorgan 
Cornpany. I arn not going to say an:vthing 
about 1ny O\Vn action. The :VIount :::,rorgan 
snbsid. was given in the form of a raih'J.Y 
concccsion, and it amounted to £1,000 or 
£1,100 a week to keep the men in employ
ment. \Vcre the same Gov·:ornment not jnsti
ticd in facing a sirni1ar position in Chillagoc 
and keeping 1,000 men on the pay list rather 
than shut clown during the serious period of 
doprf'ssion, \vhich, after all, was the after
math of the war? 

::\1r HARTLEY: Quite justified. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Before 
we purchased Chillagoc there were many 
mile' of rusty railway lines--

::Wr. HARTLEY : A monument to private 
enterprise. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::VII:'\ES: Dilapi
dated machinerv. broken down machinery, 
hvo 0ngincs that 'Yere running only one::.- a 
1nonth, aud YahEtb!f, ore· produet::.:. ]yiug clor
mant. A few lonely women were living at 
Chillagoe while their husbands \H'•rc all 
over Australia trying to earn monev to s-t•nd 
for them and tak~ them awav from the 
accursed place. -

Hon. W. H. BARNES: You arc getting qui le 
poctJc 

The· SECRETARY FOR :\li:\ES: To-clay 
the place is a hive of inclnstry and prosperity, 
and we have produced yearly more than 
£250,000 in wealth for the country-gold, 
silver, and copper. \Ye ha.yo a State store 
in Chillagoe with prices as cheap as those 
obtaininc;- in Queen street. Brisbane. \Ve 
have a State butcher's shop contmllcd by 
the general manager for the Department of 
:\•[ines-not by the State Enterprises Depart
mcnt-whNo ''e sell the cheapest meat in 
Queensland. The butcher shop and the store 
show a profit, and because there is a slight 
loss-I say it. is a slight loss compared with 
th8 nature of the industrY and the capital 
invo!Yed-we hear a complaint from hon. 
members opposite. \V e showed a loss of 
£178.000 in th!·eo years. and it mmt be 
remembered that over £90,000 of that 
amount is interef't on the ea pi tal expendi
ture. If wo closed down, that interest would 
incur, comparativ-ely, a much greater losE:. I 
say with the hon. member for Bowen, that 
ftnybody can manag-e a mine when the going 
is good and the prices ·right, but it takes 
courage to rnanage a 1nine during a period 
of depression. 

.Mr. Vo\\-LES: And ir tak0e molH'Y· 

Th8 SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
State would have been worse off had it not 

been for Chillagoe. \Ve faced the situation, 
showed a loss, and we are now pulling up. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yon would not ha,·e done 
that with your own mone,-. 

Mr. HARTLEY : It is making the Korth. 
Tlw SECRETARY FOR MINES: \Vhen 

I am able to stand up and say that we have 
made a profit and that the loss is no';'. \viped 
nnt. what will hon. nwmbers say 1 Will they 
give the Government credit for it 1 No-they 
"·ill sa·.· that the undertakmg should be con
trolled. by )Jrivate enterprise and tlw) rrofit 
should belonc: to prn·aic enterpnsc. 1 rn·ate 
enterprise m"adc a failure of the undertak
ing-. 

Tvlr. ELPHESIO~E: \\"hat about the Bowen 
coaln1ine '! 

The SECRETc\RY FOH MINES: I think 
the hon. member \\'as out of the Chamber 
wlwn I made referonc·• to the profit on tho 
<'oalrnjrw at Bo,~;cn and also the great atnount 
of moncv that we saYee! the Haihvay Depart· 
nH nt d~ring the year by supplying jt .with 
coal from the State mines. I am sat1sf1ed 
IYith our rnining C'ntcrprises. The ars~nH7 
mine has done good work, and the coalmmes 
aro pa,vab]f• enterprise~ from an~~ point of 
Yicw von like to take the1n. Ch1llagoe has 
paid indirectly. 

:1\ir. T.GLOR: \Vhat about Yarnpi Sound? 
You did not tell us about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can 
quote from prPvious reports showing that the 
re,·enue of the Chillagoe ra1lway !me \Ya& 
about £200 a vcar. It is some thousands a. 
vcar now. That is another aspect to consider. 
. The hon. member for \Vindsor interjected, 
"What about Yam pi Sound?" That wa& 
purchased by this GoYernment for £30,000; 
but I remember that the hon. member for 
Burnett was called to order for referring t<l' 
\_Tampi Sound, and I a1n not d('slrous of 
bPi11g callr•d to onle1·. (Laughtcr.) 

OPPOiiJTIO:o; ::WE:I!BERS: Don't be afraid. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I clo not 
expect differential treatment. (Laughter.) 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: You are afraid. 
The SECRETARY FOR MIJ'\ES: Ko. I 

challenge the hon. member to raise it on 
another vote. T'he hon. member for 
Toowong made some reference to the pur
chase of the 2\Iungana mines by the Goyern
ment. For t\YO vears since I have been in 
this Chamber th'e hon. member has asked 
that question, and I do not need to hear it 
quoted from " Hansard." The :\Iungana. 
mines were purchased for £10,000 cash and 
£30,000 to be paid by way of royalty as the 
ore is taken out of the mine. They were 
purchased from the Mungana Mining Com
pany, Limited, Ylr. Fred Reid being the 
principal of the company and a prospector 
of those mines, which hacl been deserted by 
the previous company. 

:VIr. MAXWELL: \Vhen they were descrt.d, 
did they not go back to the Government? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Ko. We 
had aclYancecl the :\1ungana Mining· Com
nany, Limited. between £3,000 and £4,000, 
\vhich was paid back to the Depart':lent of 
lihnes from the £10,000. They d1d not 
;·cceivc 1hc £40.000 in cash. The balance 
was to be paid on a royalty basis, and we 
ero stilt paying it off. I considnr that 
is one of the be~t deals that the Govern
ment have entered into. Mungana 1s now 
owe of our largest producer., of silver
lead ore. Included in that purchase was 

Hon. A. J. Jones.1 
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th0 Lady Jane mine. on which we have 
spent some thousands of pounds. \Ve had 
to do a lot of renm ating a.nd spend a lot 

of money in opening the .Muu
[5.30 p.m.] gana mines. Now we have thou-

sands of tons of high-grade ore 
ready to take out. and hon. members should 
appreciate the fact that there will not need 
to be nearly the same expenditure in tha.t 
direction this coming year. According to the 
last report of the genera.! manager at Chilla
goe, we have sufficient ore ·reserves in the 
:iYlungana, Girofla, and Lady J ane mines to 
ouable us to keep going for two or three 
years, independent of the new find and other 
supplier~, a.nd th•,r·o would have been no 
new find at Chillagoe if we had not pur
-chased the Chillagoe works. 

Mr. T.ULOR: Between the fimc these people 
<deserted the mine and you purchased it, had 
't not become the property of the Mines 
Department 1 

The SECRETARY FOR ML'\ES: The 
Departmr"nt of .Mines ne\·er owned Mun
gana till we purchased it, and it was not part 
of the assets of the company from which 
we purchased the Ghillagoe works. 

:Ylr. :\1AXWELL: Did the, not forfeit the 
lease to the Crown? · 

The SECRETARY FOR :\II:\'ES: It was 
Crown land, and was taken up from the 
warden and held as a claim. aud if we had 
stepped in and taken that lease from Mr. 
Heir! anr! his party hon. members opposite 
coulr! justly have accused u., of repudiation. 

Mr·. :\fAXWELL: I am not doing that. 
The SECRETARY FOR :::vii:\'ES: The 

hon. member inferred that the Gm·ernment 
purcha,ed the Mungana leases \Yhcn they 
were o!'iginally part of the a::-'ets of the 
company from which we purchased rhe whole 
of the Chillagoc workc. mines. and railways. 

Mr. :\IAXWELI, : Did not the peopl<' who 
fnrn1erlv owned thP "Girofla" and '"Ladv 
J lllle" ;nines forfeit the leases. which thei1 
re,·orted to the Crown? 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liXES: Xot 
the original pooph~. The original people 
.from whom we purchased the :Ylungana lease,; 
held them from the time they took them up 
till \YC purchased them. 

::\Ir. VOWLES: \Yerc thc:c forfeited? 
The SECRETARY FOR :\II~ES: Of 

·course. they were forfeited by previous 
towners. years before. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Thev reverted to the Go-
vernment then 1 · 

The SECRETARY FOR :YliN'ES: ::'\o; 
they became Crown lands. \Ye had not pur
·chased Chillagoe then. ;\1r. Fr~d Reid h~ld 
the Mungana leases before we purchased 
Chillagoe. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I take it that the Crown 
gave the leases to Rei d. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\HXES: If a 
1eesee finds a valuable lode outside the 
areas we have reserved by proclamation, do 
_you moan to say that, because it is Crown 
lend, I must step in and acquire the lease' 

Mr. MAXWELL: Then the Goyernment 
bought the leases back ""ain? 

The SECRETARY FOR 2VII~ES: l\!Iy 
policy in regard to " Nightflow-er n and 
other discoveries at Chillagoe is to reward 
the discoverer of these valuable fields. in 
accordance with the Act. The hon. member 
wants to infer that the Government should 

[Hon. A. J. Jm•rs. 

ha Ye taken the :\Iung;ana leases, knowing 
that thev were yaJuable, and he wishes to 
infer that they were part of the original 
leases held by the company from whom we 
purchased the Chillagoe works. That is not 
correct. Am·how. the natural inference is 
that if a ma~r forfeits a lease it is forfeited 
because it is no good. Under the Act. a man 
is allowed to surrender a claim and take it 
up as a lease. 

Mr. IlAHTLEY : How long did the Reid 
svndieate own these leases after the Mungana 
Compauy forfeited them? 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\IIINES: The 
Reid svndicate got hold of the Mungana 
leases before we purchased Chi!lagoo 

i\lr. II.IRTLEY : That knocks the argument 
of hon. wembers opposite sky high. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can 
tell the Opposition that there has been no 
maladministration in the Department of 
?.lines since I Oecan1e Minister. 

The ]w,L me1Y1ber for Enoggera stated that 
the production of gold had decl!ned to a 
Yery considerable extent. That IS so, but 
neither the l\Iinister nor the geologrsts or 
other officers of the department are respons
ible for that. It is a regrettable fact that 
the towns of Gympie and Charters Towers 
haye gone Lack ai) g·old producers, but there 
are other goldfields springing up. 

:Yir. KERR: In my electorate there is a big 
ono. 

The SECcRETARY FOR MI~ES: If the 
hon, metnber looks at the records of the 
Department of Mines, he will see that every 
genuine pro!3pector '\vho has c_ome alo:t?g with 
a ]H'on1isin£; show has received assu;tance, 
and tho ~."··i~tance given bv the Governrr1ent 
has been of some "benefit· to the State. I 
'"ill not sav that there have not been a few 
cases wlwre it has been abused. 'vVe have 
alwavs lnd that. hut I contend that it is a. 
good. thing· to giYe this assistancr. If men 
are willino· to o·o out and search for the 
latent we~lth. ~nd probably bring much 
re\'Citue to tlw State. wo should encourage 
them t<J d•J so. and ha vc a better class of 
ncen than those \vho want to hang round the 
citv and not work. I sav that without fear 
o' · offendinrr aJ,vbndv. ·This class of man 
should be e;rourag-erf and we would not havo 
~iis,·overer! these l~Yo sih·cr-lead fields to-da.v, 
whid1 promise to be .,urh valuable wealth
producers. hac! it not been for the assistance 
rriven lw tbc Mines Denartmcnt when the 
;opnf'r d0nre~sion existed in th~ Cloncurry 
district. Bv a-ranting assistance and by mak
inO' advanc~'~ 

0

to the miners against their ore 
ur:til thev could get it sold the Government 
ha,·e ken't a good many go;tg-ers in that dis
trict until at last thev haYe discovered what 
nromises to he one 'of the best silver-lean 
fields in An,·!Talia. 

::\1r. TAYLO!l: Another optimistic statement. 
Th~ SECRETARY FOR MINES: I wish 

Mr. Saint-Smith was standing in my place 
and c1escribing this great field in the Cion
curry dist~ict. 

:YI~. VowLES: Are you a mining expert or 
a geologi:-t: 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
neither, and in spite of what hon. me,nbers 
rnay say regarding n1y optimism, I never 
made anv statement about the Cloncurry 
silwr-lead show or the Chillagoo show being 
equal to Broken HilL I never passed any 
opinion about it. I know too much about 
the mining industry to pass an opiniOI, 
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That opmion was expressed in a report from 
:Mr. Goddard that I handed to the Press, 
and it was credited to me, and, •mfortu-
11ately, I have tu carry it. 

Mr. KERR: Do you contradict it? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I did 
not contradict it. I know too much about 
the n1ini'ng industry to pass any opinion 
aGout the mine, and any opinion I expre,sed 
to the Press was an opinion from the experts 

.of the de partment-fro\Yl the gcologiste or 
'from }lr. Gorldard. who knows all about it. 
He• went ont and yisited the held; and in 
passing I want to say that his appointment 
as gencrrrl rns.nager of Chillagoe was the best 
appointment the GoYernment ever made. 
'The fact remains that we kept the gougers 
going in Cloncurr;r. aw.l thus gave them an 
O[Jportunity of discoYering, as they have dis
<'OYered, a very rich lode. I want to say, on 
behalf of the goug·ers of Cloncurry, that 
i hose rn i 11cn1 are an honest body of 1nen. 
I ha n' had some sad cases brought under 
my notice. During the 1919 depression, I 
think ''' advanced between £2,000 and 
£3.000 to flougers. There was one caS-"' 
where a n'an had paid £16, and owed tno 
Government £42, "\'hirh ha.cJ boon .advanced 
<tp-ainst hi~ ore. This .nuLn died. and his 
widow thou~;ht she had to pay the debt. She 
'ent. £10 or £12 dmm, and applied £.,,. " 
longer per:od to pay the balance. 

Hon. \Y H. B.mxEs: I hope you ser.r it 
l•ack to her. 

The SECRET,\RY FOR Nfi)JES: I was 
just going to say i.hat I hoped no one v.-ould 
object to my having sent it back to her. 
We sent it back and \viped out the debt. 
r belie\'(' that the a.doption of the system of 
paying £1 10s. a. vceek to single men-which 
is uot a \vage but an encouragement io go 
out and prospect-"nd £2 a week to married 
men, is a good thing. I bG!ieve it would be 
2 good thing to form prospecting pertios 
uncler the charg-e of a geologist or a com
petent minor. There is much minora! wealth 
not only in North Quoensla.nd but in South 
Qneensland. \Ve have areas in the South 
which hcn·e not been scratched. Speaking 
broadly on the miuing indnstry, in my 
opinion we have di~-covercd sufficient mineral 
w< alth to go on with for manv years. The 
thing that is wrong with the mining industry 
to-day is not so rnnch not havjng mineral 
wealth di-covered as the method of treatwent 
of ore. It is all a matter of treatment. 

:VIr. HARTLEY: And the control of com
paniP!". 

The SECRETARY FOR :MIXES: Yes. 
an,l the control of companies also. We want 
to reduce the cost of production in the mining 
industry. I am in favour of reducing the 
co,·t of production in every way rather than 
reducing \vages. 

::\1 r. Cor.LINS: Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 

lmv<> forty men and over on the pavsheet of 
the State arsenic mine. \Ye pay 5s. 6d. a 
<by rnore tha.n DUI' neighbours nt Sun
down, some distance away, and the 
miners deserve it. Anvone who has had 
any experience n:nderiround will never 
L('grudge a. miner the highest rate of 
wages pa.id in the State. He sticks a. long 
time to his job in most cases. He often 
suffers from miner.s' phthisis, and is subject 
to the O.angers which miners are exposed to 
in regard to explosions in coaln1ine.:; and 
accidents in other way;;, \Ve should try to 

obtain control of metal prices in Ausll·alia, 
ar.d also to reducG the cost of production 
Tha.t can be done by the elimination of 
waste and the reduction of overhead charg·e,, 
and the chief thin"s we ;:equire to do that i' 
up-to-date plant. o Ko o!J.e thinks of estab
lishing any plant-especially m the copper 
industry-unless it is on . very up-to-date 
lines. Ano·cher thing that rs wrong IS t.~at 
the American copper ring controls the pnce 
of the proJuct. Although we use a let of 
copper in Australia.-w" electncal!y refino 
it and have got all the slnll necessary to 
extract the most minute specks of copper 
from the most refractory and complex ores
we have no control oYer the price. We have 
all the skill in Australia, but there we st.op. 
\Y o do not attempt to manufacture our pro
duct 1n our O\Vn country, and arc subJuct to 
the oversea. price. 

Mr. PETERSON: \Ve have not got enough 
protection. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That i.; 
a matter ior the Fcd.eral Government. The 
hon. member's interjection rerninds 1ne that, 
the Federal Government during the war, 
when wo had an opportunity to g-et big
prices for copper, kept the industrv bDck. 
Under Mr. Hughc;'s Govern!Hent .we. were 
forced to accept the lowest pnce pmd m any 
r·urt •)f the British Dominions, although th" 
nrico of copper wae fau·ly lugh. For molyb
.C1l'ilite, of v:hich ,ve produced rnore tha,n l:talf 
the world's production during tho w~r J?Crw.d. 
and \vhir:h was us.ed for the harGonLng of 
~t.eel and j he making of high-speed steel 
ciuring the war. we were for~ecl. to ta)m 
£525 per ton from Great Bl'!tam, while 
Canada got between £1,100 and £1,200 a. 
ton. ;\1r. H_ughes placed a.n en;~ar&o o,',' ,the 
m<etenal. When we were operatmg m Cmlla
g•Jc we were forced to sell our copper through 
the Copper Producers' Association, an out
sic~e body created by the Commonw.:;alt,h Go
vernment. \Ye were forced to send all our 
copper O.mvn to Port Kembla because of the 
embargo imposed by Mr. Hughes, under 
,,,-hich nothing but refine-d CO])per must l.eave 
.Australian shores. "Vv .... e were JUS~ a.s desirous 
of sending copper to G1·eat Br1ta.1n. as was 
Mr. Hught s. That kept the metal wclustry 
b.H:k for a considerable number of years. 

An 0PPOS1TIOX CIID!BER: All the comptnies 
were subject to the same embargo.. . 

Mr. HARTLEY: ::\'o; they got a I<tg.h.:r pnce 
fot their copper. 

1he SECRETARY FOR MI:'>JES: All 
the companir., had to do this, awl the hon. 
rncrnbor, strange to sa_y, C?uld not futd ~ne 
copper company proclucmg m Austraha. winch 
t1 groed with the ad of \Vrlham, lVlorns 
Hu·-'hos. 'l'hc great lvlount Elhott Company 
ln Cloncurry, early in the -war. placod n, 
little coppet refhwry at Bowen because of 
the emGarg·o v- hich ha.cl boon placed on the 
industry b~- Mr .. Hughcs, m o;·dor th":t, the.Y 
might get a bigger pnce. rhey dra not 
refine a.nv c0pper at Bowcn, as. the hon. 
nlE'mbot· l~no\\'S. 'They were forcea. as "\rert~ 
all copper con1pn nies, t? ?ome undPr th~ 
Copper Produccn' Assocutbon. I, have .t~ 
admit that the Copper Producers As&ecla
tion, formed by Mr. Hug-hcs when he wo 
Prime Minister. "as powerful enough to make 
tb 8 Government of Queensland. come u:r:der 
it ,]80, The new Federal Pnme Munster 
has removed that 0mbargo, and,:ve g:d .£7 a 
ton more fot· our copper by sona1ng 1t ~u:cct 
from Cairns. \Vhcn we produce an arttcle 
in ~orth Queensland we should hav,, the 
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right to send it direct to England from a 
port in the State, and not from a port down 
:':outh and through any particular company. 

The hon. member for Normanby rcfcrrocl 
1 o the svndicate formed on the Palm er for 
deep sirlking. Owing to the high cost of 
living up there, the Government also 
e"rrangcd with the syndicate to pay · share 
of che expense involved, when it exccecled .a 
certain amount. I thought that tt wa.9 a fcur 
thing to pay our share of the expense" Tlwre 
\\ere three men in the syndicate, and unfor
iunatelv tw0 of them died. They were pre
parcd--"anu their executors are .prcparc·d
to spend so n1uch money In suLking n shaft 
to develop the Pelmcr reefs" That under
taking was taken on by myself .on the 
strength of Dr. Jack's report" I ::lann that 
])r" J ark was perfectly correct m ms report. 

l\1r. HARTLEY: Geologists son1ctimes 1nak:: 
n~istakef'. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::VII"2'JES: Geolo
gisb probably do make mistakes. He who 
never makes mistakes never makes anything. 
Dr Jack considered that, as the Palmer 
had produced so much gold, and the gold 
existed down to about 100 feet where the 
sandstone was encountered and the reds 
remained although the gold had gone out, 
we might come into different strata if we 
pierced the sandstone and gold would be 
found again underneath in the slate. That 
has been proved by boring operations, and 
I hope to prove it further by sinking a shaft. 
'l'he syndicate are prepared to go o;n, and 
we are hopmg that we may yet revtve the 
Palmer goldfield. Hon. members may say 
that it is speculation, but mjning is neces
"''rily speculative, except coalmining in which 
io is easv to prove seams by boring. Mining 
is not as certain as some other industries; 
no man can sec very far underground. There 
is no man in Queensland who recognises the 
speculative nature of the industry more than 
I do. I have tried, and I believe I have 
been successful, in encouraging mining to 
some extent, and next session, if I am here 
-and I hope I shall be here-I . it; tend to 
introduce an 'lmendment of the Mmmg Acts 
which will enable us to OH'rcom•· some of 
the difficulties and meet the suggestions 
which have been offered to-day, for which I 
am thankful. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES : Do you believe in 
mining on private property?" 

The SECRETARY FOR YIINES: I think 
W•' should have mining on private property, 
so long as we make adef!uate compensation, 
on the principle that. if there is a greater 
w< alth ill the ground than on the surface, 
the latter should give wav to the former. 
The newspapers-the " Cci'urier" in parti
cular-have described me as a "smiling 
optimist." I much prefer to be called that 
to being called a pessimist, because, if 
anything is keeping Australia back, it is 
the pessimistic cries of some of our public 
lll•'11. not onlv in (~uconsland but throughout 
Anstralia. Hon. members opposite wnnld 
lead people to think that I am so optimistic 
that. when a man comes to me with a 
bottle of oil, I regard it as a great oilfield 
11nd when a man comes to me with a little 
'P<'rimen of gold I talk about a future gold
iield. That is wrong, and a great many 
men who come in with a little worn-out speci
men go out with quite a different opinion 
of the Minister from that of hon. membe.rs 
cpposite. I have no sympathy with the 
quandering of public funds in that way. 
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If anybody is desirous of go!ng out pros
pecting, I assist him to the limtt of the funds 
placed at my disposal .. and we have spent 
quite a lot of money m that way. But I 
denv that I have no regard for the publ~c 
funds and that I would pay away pubbc 
money when I would not pay away rriy own. 
That is an unfair comparison, because I have 
no money of my own and ne':'e.r shall have. 
After leaving a very good posttton I wor.ked 
for £2 10s. a week and put ~1 a week mto 
a. show in the hope of gettmg somethmg 
out of it· and if it had developed well. I 
would ha~-e be'en entitled to something for 
my hard-earned £1 a week. I have worked 
mv own show for three months fo:c a return 
of about 10s. C'iobodv reaiises more than 
I the speculative nature of the mining 
industry, and I am just a•. careful of j)ub!tc 
funds as a man can be. I have no desn·e to 
mismanage them or see any of the m'?n?y 
with which I am charged in the admmis
tration of my department misused. 

Hoxot:RABLE ME:,IBEBS: Hear, hear! 

Question put and passed. 

IN AID OF }fiXING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J .. Jones, Pacldinyton): I move-

" That £16.000 be granted ' In Aiel of 
Mining.'" 

Last year the votP was £19,500, but we did 
not spend all of it. Last year t~e vote for 
prospecting was £13,000 and this year we 
provide £10,000. The vote for " Deep 
Sinking" is £5.000, as last year, but the 
vote for " Roads and Bridges to Gold and 
Mineral Fields and Water Supply" is 
reduced from £1 500 to £1,000. The reason 
is that we have 'now a Main Roads Board 
in Queensland. and many main roads _lead 
to mining centres. so that the expendtture 
of the Mi'nes Department is relieved to that 
extent. I believe that roads should all be 
under one department. The remainder of 
the item is still required. because we have 
casts where it is necessary to get water 
c•uickly. In such a case. where there are a 
~ood many miners. I have wired urgent 
instructions to spend £150 to make a well, 
so that they will be able, to carry on 
operations. 

HoN. W. H. BAR::"JES (Wynnum): I do 
not wish to delay the vote unduly, but I 
would like the :Ylinister to tell the Com

mittee how much was spent la,t 
[7 p.m.] year in connection with prospect-

ing. I notice that last year 
£13.000 was put clown, and this year the vote 
i;; £3,000 less. I assumE' that the explana
tion Is that. as the full amount was not 
utilised last" vear the ::Vlinister do"s not 
expect to spei1d ~o much this year. The 
Minister made reference to the fact that he 
believed in assisting those who go out pros
pecting. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR MINE~ (Hon. 
A J. Jones, Pncldington): The amount set 
down for prospecting last year was £13,000. 

Hon. W. H. BABNES: \Vhat amount was 
spent? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have 
my figu·res here, but they have not be0n 
totalled up. I lmo;v that ~bot:t £1o,qoo w:<s 
spent on deep sinkmg. whteh ts provtded m 
another vote. That Yote was exceeded, and 
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we g·ot permission from the Treasurv to 
transfer part of the money to that vote ·frorn 
this vote. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: As a matter of fact 
the whole amount was really appropriated on 
this yote for prospecting purposes and deep 
sinking? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::-!ES: Yes. 
The total amount of £13,000 was not spent 
on prospecting alone. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarron): I would 
also lilu~ some inforJnation regarding this 
vote. In view of the fact that the mining 
industry has slumped and there is yer/ 
little prospect of the industry being redved 
on the old fields, one of the best things to do 
i» to encourage the prospector. The l'vlirws 
Department and tho :Minister haYe been verv 
liberal indeed in connection with supporting 
prospecto·rs when recon1mondations ha \ye bP(•n 
made. I find that the prospcc·tors in the 
country are following other occupatjons, 
proba.bly because they have lost heart in the 
mining industry. I think ono reason why 
the full amount in this vote was not utilised 
is because no bona fide prospectors can be 
f(•tmd m tho country. I would like to see 
the vote very much more liberal than it is 
now. and I would like the Minister to carry 
out his sug-gestion to have prospCcting vartjc:::; 
u~der geologists or persons of authority from 
ht' department, so that the Yote could be 
expended to the best advantage. When a 
prospector get<, the hacking from the Mines 
Department for three or four months or per
h:tps longf'r, we have to relv entirelv on his 
honou·r. The department n1akes no" attempt 
t<> see that ho gives full return for the monev 
that he obtains. The money is voted iu smail 
amounts. 

Mr. BRUCE: The Minister takes care that 
the vote is not over-expended. 

Mr. COSTELLO: The Government should 
encourage prospecting on a more systematic 
scale. I appreciate this yotc and I am 
~orry it is not a great deal {nore. There 
Is a vote for " Roads fLnd Bridges to Gold 
and ~,inera.l Fiel~ls an~ Water Supply, 
£1,000. The Mnnster w1ll probably guess 
that I am now about to make a request in 
respect to the Sundown arsenic mine. At the 
present time arsenic which is second to 
none. in. the Commonwealth is being 
obtamed m the S~anthorpe district. Excep· 
t10nally fine ore 1s no" being obtained at 
the J1bbenbar and Sundown mines. \Ye are 
looking forward with great hope to the 
Important p~rt that t~ese mines will play in 
the eradiCa(IOn of pnckly-pear. Thoro has 
been. a good deal of activity displayed in 
workmg the Sundown mine. The ore has 
to be carted from the Su11down mine over 
13 miles of rough road to the Ballandean 
siding. It costs £2 10s. a ton to cart the 
ore. That enhances the cost of treating the 
ore, and makes the arsenic cost twice as 
much as it would if there was a better road 
there. I ask the Minister whether he will 
consider a request to make a grant from 
the vot<; for roads and bridges to assist the 
eompames to make the road more trafficable. 
I suggest that the grant should be on the 
b.asis of £1 for £1. A request in that direc
tion was made to me recently. The opinion 
was he.ld that, as the Sur;down mine was 
competmg with the State arsenic mine the 
~inister might not give a sympathetic hear
mg to the r~quest. I asked the companies 
at Sundown If they were sincere in making 

the request to the Minister, as I was sure 
the hon. gentleman would assist in every 
way to develop the arsenic mines in the 
Stanthorpe dist.rict. There is a great oppor
tunity of !1nding a satisfactory market for 
the arsenic in the world's markets. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I now have the 
figures which the hon. member for Wynnnm 
asked for. The vote for prospecting last 
vear was £13,000, and of this amount 
£8,772 was spent. 

Hon. IV. H. BARNES : Then you had a sur
plus of over £4,000? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes. 
Of course £10,000 goes a long way in aiding 
prospecting by grants <?f 30s. or £2. a 
"'eek. The department m very deservmg 
and necessitous citses have made grants of 
30s. and £2 a week. Every genuine ""ase in 
Queensland has been met-I do not say that 
we have not turned a few down. 

Mr. CosTELLO: That shows the difficulty of 
getting genuine prospectors. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
is RO. The vote for "Roads and Bridges to 
Gold and Mineral Fields and Water Supply" 
last year was £1,500, and of this amount 
£1 350 was spent. An amount of £5,000 was 
mO:de available last year for loans for deep 
sinking, and £4,958 was spent. The amount 
now placed on the Estimates is greater than 
the amount expended last year and will 
probably meet the case. With regard to the 
remarks of the hon. m·ember for Carnarvon, 
I want to say that there has been an a~pli
cation on behalf of the Sundown mine smce 
"-e ha,-p bePn operating Jibhcnbar. 1 think 
I granted £500 altogether-! know that one 
grant was for £250. I do not take a 
narrow view of tbe case because these people 
are operating an arsenic mine. The arsenic 
frol11- Sundown, by the way, was of lower 
Yahw than the State mine arsenic. 

Mr. CosTELLO: That grant was made some 
time ago. 

'1 he SECRETARY FOR MI:"JES: Yes. 
Towar&< the end of th<' financial year my 
road grant was <>xhausted, therefore the later 
a.pplication had to be refused. I can assure 
tlw hon. Fcntleman that I have not taken a 
narrow YlCW. 

}Jr. CoSTELLO: I am sure of that. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have 
tri0d to C'ncourago the mining induvtry, no 
n1atier \vhat kind of operations were rtrriPd 
on. 

Question put and passed. 

}llX!~G FIELDS. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES (Hon. 
A. J. Joncs, Parldin(l!On): I beg to move

" That £29,573 bo granted for ' Mining 
Fields.'" 

This amount includes the Geological Survey 
Oflicr·. As far as that branch is concerned, 
I rather r•gret the opinion expressed here 
a few nights ago that the geologists of Queens
land han vcrv little to do. It has been stated 
during this d.ebate that we have severed Dr. 
J cnscn's connection with the Mines Depari,· 
ment. Dr. Jensen resigned his position, bnoi; 
tha.t position was available if he had cared to 
take it again; but he never accepted othe1~ 
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than an appointment as temporary geologist. 
I must admit that he is a gentleman of great 
scientific knowledge and full of energy, and 
that he does not spare himself in field work 
as others do. I notice lw to-dav's paper 
that he has been appointed· consulting geolo· 
crist to an oil company who intend to take up 
~n area and prospect for oil in this State. 
I suppose the appointment comes as . the 
result of the passage of the recent o1l legisla
tion. 

Regarding the geologists of the State, men
tion was made of Mr. Saint-Smith lJy the 
hon. member for Fitzrov in refutation of thP 
stat<·ment that the geologists are not assist
ing the mining industry. Since I have been 
in the Department of Mine•;, I prefer to rely 
on scientific investigation for the development 
of not only our oil but of our mineral fields 
rather tha.n an:v other methods. Some people 
may favour the divining rod to find minerals, 
but I think it is my duty as Secretary for 
Mines not to encourage any other than 
scientific investigations in this respect. W (' 
have a staff of geologists in Queensland second 
to none in Australia. The Deputy Chief 
Geologist is a most able man. and one of the 
most careful geologists in this State. By no 
sir-etch of the imagination can he be described 
at:J being too optimistic or too sanguine. and 
he givel;j very safe opinions on mining matters. 
'J'he other geologists never spare themselves 
irt their work, and I regret the hon. member 
for Cooroora is not here to-night. because he 
made the statement that the geologists of 
{,l,ueensland were not doing· good work. I 
was surprised to hc'ar that from an hon. 
member who has a good knowledg·e of mining. 
The geologists of this State have saved inws
tors hundreds of thousands of pounds by then· 
scientific knowledge. From the Chief Geolo
gist down to the junior assistant in the offic ~ 
thev are ever readv with their advice. aud I 
thi;,k this branch. of the service deserve> 
every encouragement. The fact that Dr. 
J-ensen has accepted a position with a private 
CO!llpany as an oil geologist is proof positive 
of the fact that he is a very capable scientific 
man. We should make the Department of 
Mines attractive to geologists rath01· than 
that they should s0ek work with private 
<.ompanies, as in the department they have 
a wider sphere for scientific investigation5. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I would like to 
draw attention to the difference in the 
amounts appropriated for the various districts 
for" \Vardens, Mining Rogistrar.s, etc." The 
amoun'o for Charters Towers is £2,500, for 
Chillago £745, for Clermont £995, for Clon
currv £1.235, for Cooktown £752. for CroY
don< £430, for Georgetown £744. and so o;1. 
Judging from thC> rC>port of the Department 
of Mines, in some of these districts minin£\' is 
going back steadily, ;:et the sarne expencliiuro 
seems to be incurn•d. Tlw nmount a'lwrl foe 
in connection with Charters Towers is £2,500, 
yet in tho annual report of the department, 
Mr. Lincdale, the warden at Charters Towers. 
speaking of that district, says- · 

"At all centres, with one exception, 
mining actiYity contiuuod to decline, 
resulting in a shrinkage in output both 
of gold and industrial metals. The high 
priceo of all mining requisites which have 
ruloo throughout the past five or six yC>ars 
have militated against the indmtry." 

Ftuthcr on, the report says-

" Tin mining has been ahnost entirely 
neglected. No mining w<ts carried on at 
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Rishton or on any of the provisional gold
fields, but it is probable that Lucky Creek 
will be gi ,·en a further trial." 

Later on it says-

" 'The collections at his office during 
the 0 ear totalled £22,704 lls. Sd., of which 
sum· an amount of £3,000 19s. Sd. was 
received as warden's collections; a de
crease for the latter office when compared 
\\ith the takings for 1921, of £459 3s. 9d.'' 

It has strurk 1nc in looking at the amvunt-> 
rut down for the various districts lha t it 
would be well if the Minister could arrange 
for some economies to be effected in connec
tion with this matt.N. Perhaps the removal 
of some of these officers could be arranged
r do not believe in sacking men-to fields 
where there is likely to be more activity in 
n1ining opertttions. It seems to me th~t. thoro 
i' fWing to be a fair amount of. actlnty. at 
Chi llagoe ·~n connectwn w1th mmmg. l _fmd 
that there is an amount set down a httle 
l>Iter on for the assay office at Cloncurry. 
[ would like to know from the lVimistcr 
whc>ther t.he officer there at the present time 
i' w'eded or whether ho cannot be tra)l'· 
[erred to some other field which is ehowing 
more acti,·ify. Matters soem to be at a low 
ebb at that centre. Probably wmething 
rui{J'ht be done to rearrange matters in dif
fer~nt localities and get better service for the 
money we are spending at the p1·esont ~irnP. 
I am speaking o£ places where there 1s an 
netnal decline in m;ning and there cloPs not 
seem to be anv immediate prospect of an.v 
in1provement. V 

:VIr. G. P. BARc-;ES (War1cick): I would 
like to pnt in a clai1n for some attention to 
]>e .riven to the '\Yarwick district, which I 
;-;n~,l~ose i~ one of the oldest minjng districts 
in· the State Prior to the breaking out of 
the Gvmpie field. there were many place' 
wh>Jre ·gold was f"und in the _IVarwick di,. 
t riot. among-et whJCh I m1ght mentiOn 
Pratlen. I know that a great ma.ny year,, 
acro a former member for Warwick, the late 
~lr .. J acob Horwilz, found gold in various 
localities around ·warwick. The deparfrncnt 
rendered very signal and gratifying serYic~ 
in reporting on wha.t appeared to lw th,, 
di~eoycrv of a. silYer lode some ttnH~ ago. 
Cr·nainG nothing eventuate-d. bui tho de
partment did its level best, and the e!Iort.; 
made in that direction by the departHw:•:; 
were very highly oppreciatcd. Some dl'
coveries of copper have lately been m,".de. 
\Yithout bcmg able to say anyt nmg 
dofinitel v with reo·ard to. the success or other
\\ -i::-e of ~those dis~vcrics, the reports r.;orning
to ha.nd ~how that the indications at a plact• 
called Luclc,' ·vallev aro not at all unfayour
ah:c. The configm.'ation of the \Yarwick di'-
1 rid, I am sure, will indicat"" to the geoloo:pst 
that it is a most likely place for minerals _to 
hP found. I would put in a strOll£\' ch11m 
for consideration in rega-rd to a geologica1 
survev being made of the Warwick district. 
I ha,:e had some conversation with th.• i\1m
i~ter with regard to oil. The. indi~a ti(?lls 
ure sufficient to warrant son1.0 tnvestJ gntlon 
being made, and I earnestly submit. this 
n,attor to the consideration of the :Vllmster. 
I might mention that Dr. Jen~en rc,Jorted 
that the oil-bearing country m Southem 
Queensland would be comprised within a 
line drawn from Beaudesert to vVannck and 
Killarnev and so on right away to Roma. 
Manv ye~rs ago the son of the late Mr, 
Gibson a•sured me that oil had been fauna 
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in the district. a.lthough he never told me in 
what particular r;art it was found. Mr. 
G-ibson passed a\vay, and only somt:' soakage 
of oil has since been found. The attention 
of the scientific side of the •·ervicc should be 
directed to any place where thc,re is a poe
sibility of making good discowrics, and I 
think tha.t in the ex1wnditure of public money 
we should look to other localities than thoss 
which have so far been favoured b' the 
department. I urge on the sympathetic con· 
sicleration of the Minister the desirableness 
of making a general survey of the vVarwick 
district. 

Mr. WARREN (1\'Iun·umba): The hon. 
member for Cooroora has been criticised for 
some remarks which he made the other da\' 
indicating that he did not place much reli
ance on geologists or experts. Probably in 
the past we have ha.d experts, so-called, and 
experience of men like that may set a man 
against them by genera.! analogy. But I 
want to draw the attention of the Minister 
to the fact that the hon. member for 
Cooroora made very flattering references to 
Dr. Jensen and, as a. business man, during 
his term as chairman of the co-operative 
company which controls the Murarrie Bacon 
Factory. he was the very man who brought 
into the undertaking experts who made it a. 
very great success. I want to compliment 
the Minister upon taking notice of his 
experts. I believe that we are living in a 
time of experts, a.nd that they are going to 
make the mining industry. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is why we are over 
here. 

Mr. \VARREN: The hon. member for 
Fitzroy has made a point there-the first one 
he has made to-dav. I do not think we 
have enough Gcientifi~ inYe"'tigation, and I 
do not think we are prepared to offer a 
sala.ry that will bring the very best men 
into our miniug or agricultural departments. 
I ha\'e too much common sense to wish to 
pay high snlaries, but I have sufficient busi
ness acun1cn in n!y composition to wish to 
got the very best men for these important 
positions, and I am prepared to paY a /TOOd 
~alary to get the very best. I believe that 
in the DepartrLent of Agriculture we have 
lost good men because we were not pre
pared io pay them properly, and I am afraid 
rt is just the same 111 the Nlines Department. 
1 compliment the Minister on his declared 
intention of being guided by the experts of 
his department. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES (Waru·ick): I fot·got 
to make reference in my pn,vious rem.arks 
to the discovery "hich has been made in 
Lucky Valley. I understand that a geologist 
has been sent to report upon it, and I want 
to nwnlwn the fact to show that the people 
are ali' e to v;hat is going on. It should 
1mpress on the department the •"ie~nableness 
of uxped;ting a geological survey of the 
Warwick district. 

The SRCRETARY FOR MIKES (Hon. 
A. J. ,Jonee, Paddington): vVit:, refe;·ence to 
lhe point which ha.s been raised as to the 
number of officers at Charters Towers-I 
would like to point out that these officers 
are not only doing Mines Department work. 
They also do work for the Department of 
Justice. The warden. for instance is also 
rolice m.agistrate. In Gympie the' warden 
Is an officer of the :Ylint•s Department, and 

is also the police magistrate for the district, 
and he is paid by the Mines Department. 

'fhere is quite a lot of work to 
[7.30 p.m.] be done in Charters Towers. 

'I'he mineral field is very la,rge, 
extending down to Ravenswood, and the 
officers there have outside work and Justice 
Department work to do. The work is not 
confined to that of the Mines Department. 
It would le unwise to transfer those officers 
to another department. The Cloncurry assa.y 
office Is a very valuable one. The assayer 
is one of the best officers in Austra.lia. Never 
since I have been in the department have 
his assays been questioned. I know many 
instances in which companies have been pre
[lared to accept his assays without question. 
He is of great assistance and does valuable 
work in assaying all ores for Chillagoe and 
the ore brought in by the gougers. This 
office is helping to keep the Cloncurry field 
going, and without it the gougers could not 
possibly keep on. I have to thank hon. 
members for their appreciation of what has 
been do:"le and for their criticism, although 
sometimes ii has been a little unfavourable. 
I am fullv indebted to the loyalty of the staff 
of the Mines Department for the invaluable 
service they render me as Secretary for 
Mines and to the State. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: \Vhat about the mining 
field around \Varwick '! 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES~ There 
is a good deal in 1vhat the hon. gentlen1an has 
stated. The conntrv round there is aul'ift~r· 
ous, and quite a lot' of gold was found in the 
early days round Thane's Creek and Luoky 
Valley. An application was received from 
that drstrict for a boring plant to test a 
certain fif'ld. I an1 not in favour of using 
a diamond drill for boring for gold reefs. 
The drill is a splendid method for prospecting 
roal areas, because coal scatns generally run 
horizontally, whereas metalliferous reefs are 
generally vertical, and a person maY miss 
a very rich gold reef with a diamond drill. 
I en! v favour the use of the diamond drill 
as a ~ n1ethod for prospecting in coal areas 
where there are .-erv hi~ lodes like a• 
Chillagoc, whe~·e the lodes ~re sometimes 20 
to 30 feet wide. and haw alreadv been die
covered and have proYed their extent. In 
the case of the Palmer goldfield the strata 
were proved. There '"e were boring for the 
etrata, and we were able to prove them. 
The same was done in Gvmpie. We did not 
there bore for a reef, but we carried out 
boring operations for the strata. If we 
c·ielded to an application for the use of a 
diamond drill on little fields boring for reefs, 
I am afraid that our action would not be 
backed up by geological opinion. I have 
been advised, and it is my personal opinion, 
that it would be unwise to do so. vYe have 
three or four plants prospecting in Queens
land, especial!} for coal. and we have proved 
our fields. By boring we were able to 
estimate the ton" of coal per acre on the 
Stvx Ri,-er field. the Baralaba field. and the 
Dowen field. Boring for reefs would be 
unsound. I an1 pleasPd ,,,ith the rernarks of 
the hon. member for \\'arwick, and I can 
bear out what he says about the auriferoue 
country around those' parts. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: I wish vou would send 
a man to make a gt-~ological ~survey. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
promise any hon. member in this House that. 

lion. A. J. Joncs.] 
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if he approaches me for the services of a 
geologist, the department will be only too 
glad to send out a geologist to report. 

Question put and passed. 

STA'rE )Jil\IKG OPERATIOXS. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Parlrlinyton): I beg to move-

" That £10,550 be granted for ' State 
3t1ining Operations.' " 

The amount set down last year for the 
State battery at Bamford was £250, and it 
is tlfe same this year. I am sorry to say 
that that is only to cover caretaker's wages 
and the necessary money to keep the battery 
in onJer. Tbero is an amount of £800 set 
down for the Charters Towers battery. That 
battery was pm·chaeed for the small sum of 
£2.000 rat her than allow that field to be left 
without a battery. I make no apology for 
doing that, because I know that a good 
man v hundredc of tons of ore have been 
crushed. The hon. member for Queenton will 
bear me out in that. A fair amount of coal 
has been used, and some men have been kept 
in vvork. Ono year we showed a slight profit, 
but this year there is a loss of something 
under £300. 

::Ylr. TAYLOR: Is that the only battery there? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There 
is Clark's battery there now, and they will 
crush their own stone. Fancy being able to 
obtain a battery for £2,000 when one could 
not be erectetl under £40,000 to £50,000! 
It is just as well to keep one battery in case 
ore io required to be crushed. Last year the 
amount of £4,000 was set down for boring 
for petroleum at Roma, but this year there 
is no expenditure in that direction as some
one cls<J is doing the boring work. An 
amount of £6.500 is set down for Govern· 
ment drilling operations, which is the same 
as the amount set down last year. I claim 
that the drilling plants do good work, especi
ally on coalfields. \Vc have three in opera· 
tion nmY. The difference between the £10,550 
set down this year and the £15,550 set down 
last year is accounted for by the fact that this 
year there is no expenditure for boring for 
petroleum at Roma. The bore has been 
taken over as a water supply for the Rail
vvay Department .. That bore cost £36,000, 
spread over a perwd of about seven years, 
and I claim that it has given us a lot of 
knowledge useful in connection with the dis
co\·erv of oil in Australia. It has given us 
a considerable amount of geological informa· 
tion, and it has encouraged other persons to 
expend a certain amount of money in that 
.crea. 

Question put and passed. 

" QUEENS:'"AND GOVER::-;~fENT :UI~IXG JOURNAL." 

The 8ECRE'l'ARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move-

" That £1,843 be granted for ' Queens-
land Government ;ylining JournaL' " 

The " Queensland Government Mining 
,Journal" is recognised not only in Australia 
lout throughout the mining industry of the 
.,,·orld as ono of the leading mining journals. 
'lbe exchanges from Americn and other cuUn· 
tric·s prove that assertion. It is very often 
quoted in the 1nining journals in America 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

and Canada. The exchange of the "Journal" 
with other journals in yarious other countr1es 
ic im·aluablc. The editor is Mr. Chester 
Reynolds. I-Iis predecessor, Mr. Mm·ley, 
r>~ised the journal to a very high standard. 
It was regarded as a splendid journal. under 
hi< edito1·ship. It has not suffered m any 
wJY since Mr. :\Iorlev handed over the 
cditorship to j_\;lr. Chester Reynolds. I have 
a copy of the last "Journal," and anyone 
interested in the mining indust·ry must adm't 
that C\'Cr\ pagP of It 1s -..vorth reading I 
,, ish to pay a nilmte to the new editor, who 
though he has !Jot been v;ith us very long, IS 

keeping the "Journal" up to its previo~s 
high standard and giyec, evidence that it lo 

not likely to lose any of its value. 

:vir. COLLI:'\S (Bowuz): I congratulate 
the .Minister on the, improved setting up of the 
··JoLtrnal'' under the editorq,hip of :Yir. Chester 
Rcynolds. I quite agree with the Miltister 
that it. is a wry useful production. As the 
hnn. gPnt.len1an has ;::aid, it is recognised 111 
all mining centres throughout the world .. I 
·want to see it circulated rnore in our mining 
contrr:s, and I ~uggcst that it be n1ad"' free 
t.1 all mining centres who apply for it. 

Mr. KERR: You \Yant "Hansard" to be 
m a de free too? 

:\fr. COLLI:'\S: If the secretaries of the 
various branches of the Australian \Vorker,;' 
Union or the Australian Federation of Mine 
\Vorkers ask that the " Journal" be ser,t to 
them, the request should be comp]i.,d with, 
as it contains v-ery useful matte·r. It is useful 
to people outside and within the Common
wealth. as it generally contains all the 
geological reports, which I do not think hon. 
members opposite read too much. 

Mr. TAYLOR: They do. 

:vir. COLLI::\S: I am glad to hear that. 
I read them myself, and have been reading 
them over since the '· Journal" was first 
published. It is a v-ery useful publication. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPART~!EXT OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:'\DS 
(l-Ion. W. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to 
1TIOV8----

" That £54.517 be granted for ' Depart-
ment of Public Lands-Chief Office.'" 

This vote shows a decrease of £1,361 com
pared with the v-ote for la't year. Th~3re 
have been some slight increases of salar!e"3, 
and some decreases in the " MiscellanPoue 
Branch." There has been so much land 
legislation this secsion that I expect the Es~i
matPs of this department will have a rapid 
progres< through the Committee. \Ve have 
discussed land matters practically from A to 
Z during this session. so I will content myself 
with formally moving the vote. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): As the Minister 
has said we have had a considerable amount 
of land legislation during the present session. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Unfor· 
tunately it is not finish~d yet. 

Mr. TA YLOR: :'\o, it is not finished yet, 
and some quite new principles have been 
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introduced in a number of the measures that 
we have discussed. The Minister is verY 
s-anguine and hopeful, as he naturally shollld 
be, that the now Bills will be successful and 
will meet with tho approval of those who a:e 
acquiring land in the State. I hope that his 
wishes in that direction will be realiseci. 
During the passage of some of those measures 
the Opposition made certain suggestions anc! 
brought forwa.rd some amendments which 
they believed would improve them, but the 
Minieter did not eee eye to eye with us and 
would not accept them. 

I want to draw the attention of the hon. 
gentleman to land settlement generally. 
The report of the Lands Department for 
1922 is not yet ready; it does not usually 
come out until fairly late in October. If we 
take the seven-year period from 1908 to 1914, 
we find that the total area selected in 
Queensland was 10,240.214 acres. The total 
area selected for the seven-year period from 
1915 to 1921 fell to 4,816,417 acres. That is a 
decrease for the past seven years as com
pared with the previous senm-year period of 
5,423,797 acres, or a decrease of 53 per cent. 
The aYf'rago area scloctecl per annu1n fron1 
1908-14 was 1,462,888 acres, and the average 
area selected per annum for the 1915-21 
period ''"as 688,060 acre~, or an average 
decrea'e per annum of 774,828 acres. I quite 
realise that during that period the great war 
was on and that it lasted for four years. I 
also realise that for a ve.tl' or two after the 
war things did not ;ettle quite down to 
normal again. At the same time the 
decrease in land selection i" so serious that 
the Government might well consider whether 
their policy is the best policy or not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Those 
figures are very misleading. You want 10 

consider the reports to find out wnat they 
m~an. In some years so1ne big selections 
might be taken up which would give an 
enormous acreage. 'Ye have to consider the 
number of settlers. 

Mr .. TAYLOR: The population of Queens
land In 1914 was 676,707 per:sons, and in 1922 
It had mcreased to 790,522, or an increase of 
17 per cont., as against a decrease in land 
settlement of 53 per cent. The population of 
the Stat_e ha_s grov!n very considerably during 
the periOd m whiCh we are faced with this 
falling off in land selection. One of the 
reasons probahly for this decrease in land 
selection is tho policy of tho Government. 
That policy is the total abolition of the free
hold tenure and the substitution of the per 
petual leasehold tenure. If I am informed 
correctly, in .1'\ew Zealand there is no reap
praisement of rentals under their perpetual 
leasehold tenure. That may he one reason 
why people do not like to take up land under 
the perpetual leasehold tenure in this State. 
:1\otwithstonding what hon. me1nbers on the 
Government side may say, I still think that 
it is an incentive to a man to take up land 
if he has the knowledge that at some futuro 
time the fe.rm that he is working is going to 
be his own. I certainlv think that it is a 
stimulus to the man to put more energy into 
that farm than it is if he knows that at 
certain period~ he i& gving to ha Ye his rental 
reappraised. and that even after thirty or 
forty years the land will not be his. I 
think that freehold tenure is an incentive to 
men to put in their very best in working 
their farms and making them a success. We 

all know ths, and the Minister knows qu!te 
well that it is easier for a man to ra1oe 
money on a freehold than on a leasehold prD
perty. You have something tangible anci 
real in a freehold on which to advanc~ 
money. I do not think that thr 1 and policy 
of the Labour Government ~ommend< it<elf 
to the community generally. Certainly tht~r't' 
n1ay be sonw in3tances \vhere perpetual lease
hold is preferable to freehold. but. by and 
largo, I do not think it is going to tend to 
the suc~e"ful increase of our •ettlemer:': 
throughm1t the State. 

At 7.51 p.m .. 
Mr. F. A. CooPER (lJremer). one of the 

pcnl'l of Temporary Cha irmcn. relie,·cd tha 
Chairman in the chair. 

1'1I-. DcNSTAK: Then' are settlerB in the 
\Vidge<' area who prefer perpetual leasehold 
to freehold 

Mr. TA YLOR: It is quite probable that a 
r,Hmber of people vverc a:-o;ked to take up 
I· nd tlnt was over-capitalis0d, and they 
fcund a, dl:fficultv, on account of advers;::• 
s0asons and one~ t~hing and another, in rnak
ing the land pay. 

VV1th l'C'f!"fd'd to resumption". notice~ haYc 
becn sent out by the department that they 
intend to tesume certain lands. I think the 
l.VIini~tPr '"hould PXPrcisP Q,T('nt care to find 
()llt C'Xartly -·what i~ being derived in the \Vay 

cf income from those lands at the present 
time, and what will be derived after the 
rcsumptions have been made. If the resump
t ions aro gojng to result jn less productivity 
and money coming into the State, I do not 
think thev will work out in the very best 
interests of Qu('ensland. It is vory e'asy to 
talk about closer settlement and r<''umption 
o: land. I believe in closer settlement, but 
I tnink that we should satisfy ourselves that 
those l'Csum ptions. especially where there a re 
railway lim:s, will be in the interests of the 
State. I hope the Minister will take every 
poosible precaution to sec that tho"' resump· 
tions will result in something better than 
what is existing at the present time. 

I desire to compare the perpetual lease· 
holds 'elected during the past four years. 
from 1919-of course. we know the war ended 
in 1918- · 

In 1919 
In 1920 
In 1921 
In 1922 

Perpetual 
Leaseholds. 

Acres. 
609,483 
490.546 
419.886 
250.588 

There has been a decreas0 in the selection 
of perpetual leases in each of those four 
years. The area of pricklv-1war bnd selected 
during the years 1908-1914 WM 5. 723.611 
acre-,. and during the period 1915-1921 
2.176.384 acres-a decrease for the seven years 
during which the present Administration 
hRYP ~een carn.~ing or. their policy of 
3.547,227 acres. Those figur8S speak for them
selves, and show that our land settlement 
roli~y is not encouraging peonle in the way 
it should. I have no doubt the Government 
think it should, but the figures do not reveal 
such to be the case. 

There are quite a number of other matters 
in the E">timates which I do not propose to 
deal with to-night, because we shall be able 
to deal with them later .. I am particularly 
keen with regard to the Forestry vote and 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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the i1 rigation proposals that wc have 
been considcnng durmg this session. Not
withstanding the criticism in the Press and 
by public men, especially with regard to the 
Dawson ungatwn sche!Jle, I think that \VC 

have a right to go on with it. because, if 
the estimates of the men in charge are any
thmg hkc the net result that will be achieved, 
I cannot see but that it will re,ult in o-ood 
for Quecml&nd. If it has been found n~ces
car_v in tl1e other States of the Common
·,ealth-whcre they have a more normal and 
n g'ula1· rninfal1 than \Ve havc~t-o conserve 
wtltcr and go in for irrio·ation, then we in 
Quecmland. where our r;;nfall has changed 
"' much in the last twelve years. must do 
likewise if we ''rant to preserYO our- existence. 
lf we do not do this, we are doomed so far 
as agricuHur0 is concerned. 

::\1r. SWAYNE (Jfinmi): I quite realioe 
th:1t t.horo is a certain an1ount of wisdon1 in 
the policy of opening up new areas. .'l.t the 
.' 'ITIIC tunc, before we go to such expense a.s 
l under.<tand is contemplated in some direc-
1i~ns in opening up new lands and building 
raliwayc. we• 'hould look to the lands in the 
h dlds o• :he Crown that have a good rrtin
h.H and arc "\vithin easv reach of our rail
"' "Y'· I think that the Department of Public 
!•ands n:1ight a;;:.sist the Railway DcparLinent 
1n rnakn1g our railways rnore proGtable if 
~hey cast about and paid attention to their 
lands \vithin ('as..,; distance of our raih:n1ys 
anc' opened them up for closer settl.:cmem. 

The SECRE'rARY rOR Pc:BLIC LA;-.;us: Your 
Covernrr1ent allow~cl private people to a1icn
H!<' them. 

Mr. SWAY='JE: Some time ago I obt<Lined 
1 a1ht~r volun1inous figures from the Depart
ment of rublir Lands on this subject. I have 
r,ct got thc>m all here but I have a precis. 
\Vc have _355 holdings under lease, with an 
~nnual ramfall of bctwec·n 24 and 30 inches 
- which i,, good for agricultural purposes
held m areas exceeding 5.000 acres, the airgre
gatil area bcmg 5,006,179 acres. Somo of 
th_c holdings are very large indeed H nd are 
vnthm 10 miles uf the railwav. Then we 
have land under lease with an~ annu:1l rain
fall . of not less than 30 inches and up to 
60 mches, held in_ <:<re as exceeding 1.280 

ac-res. Of course I know that 
rs p.m.] in many parts an area. of 1,280 

ucres 1s comparatively small and 
when you get into the \Vestern countrv'. that 
1.;; n?t ~e>arly enough; but. when you g~et into 
a chstrrct where_ the rainfall ranges from 30 
Jnches up to 60 mches and the land is within 
easy dist"ncc of a railway, the question arises 
wheth~r omc? of thc-se holdings could not be 
mbdlVldcd. I find that uncle~ that heading 
there arP 929 holdmgs contammg an area of 
9.~55.467 acres. Again I find. with a.n annual 
raufall of bet.wc•en 24 and 30 inches. there 
a re unoccupied Crown lands of a total area 
of 581.231 acres, and with a rainfall over 
30 jnches there are unoccupied Crown lands. 
l'JC'ludmg, 1 eservcs, of an area of 2,635,467 
anes. \\ e ha vc n new :Minister in charge 
nf the department. who I think will be a. 
r;ood Minister, and I would ask him to go 
mto th1s matter and see whether som8 of this 
land with " good minfalt could not b•J sul:>
dtvld,·d mto emall areas so that it would 
maintain a larger popul~tiDn, a.nd by b~ing 
more closc:>ly settled furmsh more freight for 
our railways. 

The SECRICTARY 1-0R :Pl-BLIC LAXDS: \Vherc 
rs that land? 

[Jlr. Taylnr. 

Mr. SW AYNE: I have g·iven the hon. 
gentleman the headings. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Never 
mind about the headings. Where is the land? 

Mr. SW AYXE: Within 10 mile' of a rail
way. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : \-Vha t 
l'ailway? 

Mr. SW A Yl'\E: All the railways. The 
rainialls show that the land must be close to 
the coast. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA;-.;ns : You 
tell me whore it i'. and I will see that 1t i·· 
opened up. 

:vir. SWAY='JE: Surely the hon. gentle
man and his Etaff betwPen them can locate 
that land., It is within 10 miles of the 
existing raaways. 

'The SECUETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS : \Yhich 
railways? \Yhy keep it dark? 

Mr. SWAYNE: The hon. gentleman's de
panmcnt fm;,,nished ihc figures in the first 
place, so they must know where the land is. 

The SEcm;TARY FOR Pc:BLIC LA)!DS: I think 
you ha ye got a bit mixed with thos;, 1igures. 

Mr. S\VAYNE: I know that i,he Govern
nwnt ~re verv anxious that th0 settlers shall 
r.ot g0t anything in thb way of a barg-ain 
in land by anticipating railvi ay co·1struciion. 
Their policy is to build raih;-avs and then 
op0n the la.nd for ePttkment. A great deal 
crrn be said in favour of that policv. but the 
thing can be overdmw. and that policy has 
been oYel'donc in connection with the land 
beh,-ecn Maekay and Bc,wcn. l'\orth of 
~1af'kay then~ an~ some vt~rv fino Crown 
lands. and that land has been held back 
frorn settlement past the time when it should 
have bee'1 opened Directly it was a known 
fact that the l\orth Coast Railway was going
t twough that land. it reached its maximum 
,-,due, and the department could thPn have 
obtained a fair thing for the increased value 
nrising from the railwav. But that land has 
been kept for over two" years after it should 
h1Lve been thrown open, and the result will 
b<l _that the ra.ilway will be languishing for 
heights because the settlu-s will n0t be put 
on that land until after the railwa v is com
pleted. If they had been put on· the land 
when it was first known the ra.ih' av was 
voing through there, the settlers would have 
had. their preliminary work done and they 
would have b~cn in a po_sitiun to grow sugar
c~ne by the tlme the ra1l"ay was completed. 
L1 some instances, too, the settlers have been 
exploited. Adjacent to the North Coast line 
there was _a re.serve-I have not got the par
tteu!ars w1th me, and I am Hot certain that 
there were not tv~o·o rescrves-ho\VCYer I am 
quite sa(e in saying that there was one 
reserve. Tha.t rc.;;e·rYe \Yas put up for sale 
and. a number_ of farmers were hopeful of 
gdllng rt, as It was quite large enough for 
agncultural purpo~cs. The upset price put 
0,'1 by the ·department was £40. and 
t,ne settlers should haYe been allowed to 
ballo~ for it at the upset price, as evidently 
the department considered that a fai1· price. 
\V3 know that in pastoral land the svstem of 
co.mpciition by auction has been doDo ::t.\vav 
wnh. The pastorrrlists do not hanl to sub
rni t to such com]letlt.ion, and I do not see 
why the agriculturist should. In this case 
two sugar-mill cornpanjes wantetl the land 
They did not want it altogether for ;gricul: 
tural pur[loses but. no doubt, they will lease 
H to_ agl'Jcultunsts. They wa.nted it ns :t 
st.trtmg pomt fer a new tramline which 
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n.~:f were building. It was put up to auction, 
ann one of t.hPse co1npa.nies got it nt somC'
' hing like £140 or £150 per acre, although 
the ups.·t price was only £40. The farmers 
who wish,~d to get that land direct from the 
Crown were cut c'ut, but no doubt unC' of 
them will get the land as a tenant of the 
,,1ill. I <:lo not think it is right to bleed an 
ir<t~euding ssttler to that extent. It looks to 
me yery like profiteering at the expense oi 
the settlor. Under the old system of home
si eo d settlement at 2s. 6d. an acre we got 
sPit lers of a good type. I know tha c 'ome 
of thE' selectors in those days had a very hard 
life. but there is no doubt that settlement on 
chc-ap la.nd was a most profitable nansaclion 
to Queensland. as it enable<:! us to secure a 
1-:0o-d type of settlers who laid the foundation 
nf the settlement that we haYc at the present 
1 irne. It is a mist·ake for thte Crown to trv 
mrd "Jueeze the utmost farthing in the way 
of land values from the intending settler>. 

The loader of the Opposition has spoken 
about irrigation schemes and the amount pro
pos~d to be spent in that connection. As he 
"'a id, u-:_oney Rpent wisely and on business lines 
in that direction would be a Yery good thing; 
lmt at thP same time we have large areas 
rJPar the coast with good rainfall where they 
do not want irrigation. The Minister asked 
for the names of these places, nnd I will 
mention onz•-the Eungella Tableland. I haYe 
brought this matter up year after year for a 
long period. I believe the Secretary for 
Public Works visited the Tableland just before 
the last election and promis-rd to do great 
thing., in that connection; and I understand 
that he is going to take the Secretary for 
Public Lands up there shortly, but, although 
l am the member for the disnict, I am neYer 
a,h·iscd of those Yisits. It is disgra.cefnl to 
think that that laud hcts been he!<:! back -.o 
long. T.be few settlers who, :;ince this Go
nrnment took office, went on the land haYo 
br L'n treated very badly. Before this Go
Yernrnent can1e into office there ""~as a pros
pect of good settlement there. The Table
.J;wd 0ompris<'3 13,000 acres of scrub land, with 
a good rainfall and within 5 miles of the -rail
wav. The sum of £17,000 has been spent in 
making a road to it. Just before the 1915 
f"lection, a group of farmers from the Tweed 
<IIHl Richmond rivers. in ~ow South \\"ales. 
a nanged with the Denham Government to 
take up this la.nd and put it under artificial 
1-(rass, an<:! to bring up their dairv cattle with 
them. If those group settlers from the 
~orthern Rivers had been allowed to complet<' 
the arrangement entered into, this area of 
w:rub country would have been cleared an<:! 
put under artificial grass. The department 
nt the time said there was a great d!'al of 
cedar in the area which should be resene<:l 
for the Stat''· The land was opened under 
p rpetual lease to this group from New South 
\~Tales, but they refused to take it uncle:· that 
l('nure, and 3,000 a<"res V\'ere rcsorYed for a 
State forest. After another two or three vears 
had elapsed another body of settlers took up 
prPtty n<>arly the whole of the land which had 
bPPn <lesigned for settlement except the 3,000 
acres deserYed for a State forest. This area 
of 3,000 acres was situated right on the fron
tage, opposite where the road reached the top 
of the range. The settlers found that being 
at the back of this virgin scrub on the fron
tage was too inconv<enient. They could not 
make the necessary roads, and the local 
anthority was not in a position to make 
tlwm. so the settlement ha.s lapsed with the 
<'xception of a few settl<ers who are still hang-

ing on. Since then the area of the State 
forest reserve has been increased. There are 
now between six an<:! a dozen settlers still 
hanging- on and doing their very best, ar_td 
tn ing- to clear the land under great drs
a(ivanta.ges. Some of the settlers have had 
to send their families away to the South. The 
-ettlers claim that, unless it was the intention 
o' the Government to allow the intervening 
cnnntry between thr,ir holdings and the front
age to b(' settled, they should not have been 
allowed to go on the country at all. They 
hold that it is not right to resNve a large 
part of the area, including the frontage, as a 
State forest, making it impossible for them 
to rne"k" a proper road. I have here a lett~r 
from the clerk to t:1e Mirani Shire Counc1r 
callin" attelltion to the matter, which was. 
•ent t--;, the Department of Public Lands in 
192:.-

" I ha vo th& honour by direction t<Y 
again bring before your notice the matter· 
of reli~f by the improvement of roads. 
for settlers on the Eungella lands. 
"l am E'nolosing a eopy of a letter 

rr-cPived bv this council from Mr. C. 
J)nnuing, \vho is in occupancy. of Pe.r
rwtual Lease Selection 1755, portron 48, m 
the parish of Eungdla. 

" A somewhat similar case was brought 
hdore your notice (Messrs. Carr and 
Brooks) in Julv, 1920-see my letter of 
13th J ul.v and :vours in reply dated 7th 
August, 1920, wherein you advised that 
' as the Enngella lands ar·e being opened 
for sE>lection under the Lands Acts and 
not under the Discharged Soldiers' Settle
ment Acts. thE>y will be subject to pay
rnent of rates to your counC'il upon oecu
pation by the selectors, and the question 
<•f improYing the roads serving the lands 
i·, one for the consideration of your coun
<·il.' Assistance was giYen the two settlers 
rPferred to bv this <'ouncil in the matter 
of clearing the road to their respective 
selections. I\o reYenue has. howeYer, been 
derive<] from these selections, and it would 
appear that th·Py have now been aban
doned. These two cases are typical of 
others who havE' selected the Eungella 
lands. Eleven other selections have been 
forfeitoo or surrendered this year. 

" This council has already spent a large 
eurc; on road work within the ar·ea in 
question. an<:! in a large number of cases 
the rates leYied will have to be written 
ofi as bad debts. 

"The Eung-ella Range road in itself is 
a Yery heavy burden and with very little 

· revC'nue to bear same. 

" It is the. des~ re of this council in every 
" 1v to ass1 st rn the settl·emcnt of the 
Eungclla lands, but the present method 
does not appear a sound proposition either 
to the ;;ettlN or to t.he council. To give 
ihC' neC'· ssary relief would take a large 
part of the revcnu0 of this council, and 
it must be eYident that until such time as 
1 oad transport is possible (there is no rail
wav in this area) settlemel"llt on the 
I:ung- .lla lands will be very slow. 

.. Jn the case of the application by 
Mr. C. Dunning-he is locked in by large 
rc-sen·ed areas of scrub. and onl.Y by the 
c-len.rance of same can he expect an outlet. 

" To metal_ and cl0ar the road desire<:! 
by Mr. Dunnrng would be very expensive 
and seeing that he woul<:l be the only 

Mr. 8wayne.] 
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person benefited, the expense would hardlv 
be warranted. · 

. ·' Until the scrub adjoining the roads 
1s cleared allowing the sun to dry up 
same 1t w!ll_be almost impossible to keep 
the roads m trafficable order in the 
Eungella area. 

"The amount already spent since June, 
1920, <Jn road w<Jrk, clearance. and repair;; 
to areas recently selected is over £140, 
mcludmg £5 to present applicant, and 
£12 lls. to previous applicants, Messrs. 
Carr and Brooks." 

'rhe proper thing to do is either to open up 
an additional are;L of this land and get a 
01ufficient number of settlers so that a dairv 
factory and school can be erected, or cls.L' 
recompense the settlers who h&ve been hold· 
ino· on so long and hoping for something 
better to turn up. If they were recompensed 
in oomc way, the whole of the area could thc•H 
be turned into a State forest. I know the 
area well, and there is room for "' fine State 
forest. There is a considerable quantity 
of cedar there. At the same time tlwre i' 
also room for a sufficient number of settl .. r» 
to enable th<' neccssarv facilities I have 
spoken of in the way of-a dairy factory and 
"' school to bo provided. I hope that with 
the advent of the new Minister something 
will be done in this direction. His prede
cessor had the matter broug-ht before him 
year after year, and it is a disgrace to think 
that such a fine area of land, within 5 miles 
of a rail way and with a goo-d rainfall, should 
be locked up as it is. I am.. inclined to 
think that some of the projects which the 
Government have in hand might very well 
stand oYer until land such as this is fully 
settled. 

Mr. WARREN (Jf1u-rumbn): I suppose 
that there is no vote on the Estimates so 
important as the vote for the Departrr,ent 
of Public Lands. In. a new countrv there is 
nothing so important as land selection. and 
i· is astounding that .so little interest is 
taken in the matter. It is remarkable to 
find that not one Minister on the Treasurv 
bench is taking an interest in the vote. Even 
the Secretary for Public Lands is over on 
this side cracking jokes with the hon. 
member for Warwick. (Laughter.) I think 
that when a matter so important as this to 
the future of Queensland is being discussed 
it is 'a sha1ne that we havo nobod..,· listening
to the voice crying in the wilderness. I 
recognise the necessity for reform in land 
settlement, and I want to draw the attention 
of the Minister to the over-capitalisation of 
land, which is the most im,portant thing 
that is wrong with Australia and :'\few 
Zealand to-day. We are only begging the 
question by talking about minor matters as 
being the causes of our difficulties. A man 
with a farm which cost £3,000 but is worth 
only £1,000 commercially must be on a 
losing proposition. He cannot make interest 
on hi~ capital &nd a living as well. I know 
that there is another side to it, and we 
have people who say that the speculator does 
good because he makes men work the land; 
but the man who is only going to scramble 
out a poor living from his lR.nd is not as 
good as a settler as the man who is working 
land in a winning position. I know that 
there are m·any ways of bringing down the 
capital value of the land. The Government 
profess to have solved the problem by their 
system of perpetual leasehold, but that is 
not so. A perpetual leasehold is a negoti-

a.ble title. People can sell the land 8-nd 
n.ake a profit on it. I maintain that it is 
absolutely impossible to get people to take 
up hnd unless than can transfer it. It is 
impossible in a free country to put people 
on the lancl and say, ''You must stay on 
it." Some Government must try to solve thie 
problem. To my mind there is only one 
w&y-and I am not stating this for my party 
but ftS my own opinion-and that is that 
something must be done in respect of the 
u.rwarned increment. I do not mean that a 
man should not bo allowed to make some 
profit out of his land; but, where a man 
buys a property for £300 and holds it for a 
year and pays rates on it and then sells it 
for £400. there is something wrong. (Hear, 
hear !) \Vo can • alk about _perpetual lease
hold, but it is an absolute failure. and h&s 
not touched the fringe of the problem.. It 
1s ·sorse th&n freehold, because you hold 
less interest in the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: What is the 
differencA between perpetual leasehold and 
freehold? 

At 8.25 p.m., 
The CHAIR)IA>i (Mr. Kirwan, Hris/J(lnc) 

l'l'~umed the chair. 
Mr. \VARREN: I presume the hon. gentle

man has gone to school, anci I think that is 
a very silly question for him to ask. If 
there is no difference between them, where 
was the necessity for altering the Act? Take 
Canada ! I do not wish to 'ay that C&nada 
is the best country for land settlement, but 
I know that the cold countries will always 
carry more population than the hot countries. 
'I'he cheapness of the land in Canada is 
remarkable. You c&n get good farming 
propositions there for a little over a dollar 
an acre, whereas we ask enormous prices 
for land which is no better from the pro
ducer's standpoint. While that is so I say 
that we are on the wrong lines, and the 
Government should first of all set out to 
pu1 men on the land, not for the sake of the 
dollars they get from them, but with the 
idf'a of getting a man who is prepared to 
become a farmer to settle on the land and 
produce-not for the sake of Queensland 
but for his own sake. I would not give a 
rap for the man who would go on the land 
for the sake of Queensland alone. I want 
to see men on the l&nd for the sake of 
making something out of it as a business 
proposition. Our system to-day is produc· 
ing a type of man who is here to-day &nd 
gone to-morrow. In nearly every centre you 
will find that the population is constantly 
f'hanging. I know fl man who boa.sts that 
in seven yearB he has sold one farm six 
times. The very commission that he has 
taken out of that land is sufficient to buy a 
decent farm.. That speculative element in 
our farming land or any other land is detri
mental to the Stat" and the producing 
interests. 

I would like to compliment the department 
upon having a businc's man at its head. 
Since the hon. gentleman's accession to the 
office there has been a distinct improvement 
in the Lands Denartment. I do not want 
to say that we ·did not get courtesv and 
attention before, but although I think +hat 
the Soldier Settlement Branch could b' 
nmnag0d a little better than it is, the depart
ment is to be congratulated on the upward 
move that has been made within recent 
months. I am sure that the Minister is big 
enough and strong enough to make reforms 
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if he makes up his mind to do so. He is the 
very man to do it. (Hear, hear!) 

The SECHETARY FOil PUBLIC LANDS : There 
-are a good many smart young officers there 
IlO'V. 

Mr. WARREN: I am glad to hear the 
Minister say that, because, after all, you12,;; 
blood stirs things up. There are defects 
which the hon. gentleman will have to b'' ,.,,n c·ueful to Prarlicato. However, I have 
lwtt0r hopu of the department, and I believe 
rhni it i•. the duty of hon. nwnobers on thrs 
s;cle not only to draw attentiun to its faults 
Ld also to help it to work smoot!oly and a.s 
rowch for the benefit of Queensland as pos
Brbk It is rig·ht for hon. members to giv3 
credit "·here credit i·· due. The department 
should not put men on inferior land. 

The SFr:RETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Did you 
hear the hon. member for Mirani urging 
that we should put men 011 inferior la.nds? 

:'IIr. WARRET\: I did not. I know that 
the l::on. rnc~nbt:l' is too good a. farm~r to 
>Yish to sec land sottlrd which is not ht in 
produce. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: BtE }w 
is a good polit.iria11 too. (Laughter.) 

Mr. WARRE:'o:: Even along the North 
Coast Ibilway thoro is somo very inferior 
l·ncl. <:ne! the pt•ople settlc•d on it find it 
a bsohttcly impossible to make a living. 

Why. a goat would die on it. I 
[B.30 p.m.] do not wonder at people going 

"dillv" on it. \Ve want to take 
these people off the inferior land. It is nm:
scnsical for the Minister to say that he has 
not got sufficient good land. The people on 
this inferior land a.re absolutely struggling, 
al1ll not only is it breaking their hearts but 
they are producing nothing for Queensland. 
It is time that the Government of the d'ly 
\wke up to ths necessity of taking these poor, 
unfortunate devils off the land and puloing 
them on to some useful land. It is no use 
sa) ing there is no useful land even along the 
l'\orth Coe,st Railway. There is more room 
tlwre for settlement. I know that we are 
g 'ing in for better methods o£ farming, "nd 
that is absolutely essential if we are v,uing 
to make this State prosperous. Th it can 
only be done by bottling a greater number 
of people on the land. There a.re very few 
people on the land a.t the preser.t time in 
Queensland. I do not wish to compaP Vic
toria with Queensland, but I know ihat it 
i., hard to get an acre of land in Victoria, 
'Ibe whole of the land has been ali8nated. 
The C\Iinister could find ycry good land in 
the una.lienated Crown land. 1t ;s a bad 
tune now to talk about la,nd >ett!emcnt 
because we are experiencing a drought; 8til1, 
while we occasionally experience these 
droughts, we have got to settle the land in 
Queensland and to have a larger population 
settled on it. We have to go in for SO<Il"l 

s~·stc·m which will rp,,ist droughts. I do not 
mean only by water conservation, but by 
some now method of farming. The setrlers 
should be able to obtain land at a reasom<hle 
price, and it should not be over-capitalised. 

At 8.34 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN: By agreement, and 

under the provisions of Standing Order Nt>. 
307, I shall now lem'e the chair and ma.ke 
my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 
The C'HAIRMAN reported progress. 
The resumption of the Committee was 

made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 
The House adjourned at 8.35 p.m. 
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