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TUESDAY, 16 OCTOBER, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, JI·aree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTIO:'<S. 

PROPOSAL FO CoNSTITUTE CO}IPL'LSORY BuTTER 
AND CHEESE PooL. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Buy), in the absence 
of Mr. Walker (Cooroora), askod the Secre­
tary for Agnculture-

." 1. Hcferring to the propoeal to con­
stitute a compulsor.1 butter pool in 
Queensland under the Primary Products 
Pools Act, is he a ware that the Director 
of Agriculture in a recently issued pam­
phlet expressed his opinion that a com­
pulsory pool would be inadequate to 
satisfactorily meet the case of butter and 
cheese, and that it was not suggested, 
because it was belieYed there was ,a 
better way? 

"2. Can he furnish details of the 
alternative scheme hinted at by the 
Director of Agriculture' 

" 3. In face of the known opinions of 
many practical co-operatiYe directors who 
are deeply interested in the sale of butter 
that a State cOJ:npulsorv butter pool for 
yarions reasons would. be unworkable, 
will he undertake to make arrangements 
so that the arguments for and against 
a compulsory pool will be placed fully 
before all dairymen entitle-d to a vote on 
this question before the poll is taken? 

" 4. If not, will he endeavour to have 
the question debated in this House dur· 
ing the present session with a view of 
endeavouring to bring about the forma. 
tion of a Common" ealth butter pool" " 

The S:IDCHETAHY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) replied-

,, 1 to 3. The Government, acting upon 
the recommendation of the Council of 
Agriculture, has issued a preliminary 
notific:1tion regarding the formation of a 
butter pool under the Primary Products 
Poolc Act. This Act provides for the 
determination of the issue by the pro· 
ducers themseh·es. 

"4. Xothino: would be gained bv such 
a course, as ·the present Cornn1on~vealth 
Governwont haYe repeatedly declared 
that they are against the formution of 
any compulsory pool." 

PROGRESS PAY>1ExTs MADE BY EGG PooL, 

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture-

" 1. When was the fll'st progress pay­
n1ent for eggs made by the Egg Pool? 

" 2. How much per dozen was paid' 
" 3. \Yhat salarie' or allowances are 

being paid to members of the pool staff 
and it_, elected representatives, giving 
details? 

"4, \V hen will progress payments be 
made in future-weekly, fortnightly, or 
monthly?'' 

Tho SRCRETARY FOH AGlUCrLTGHE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillics, Eaclwm) replied-

" 1 to 4. I would refer the honourable 
membe~ to ::\Ir. K. C. Smith, secrctarv to 
the Queensland Egg Board. as I do· not 
ronsider it desirable for the i\linistor to 
interfere 1vith the internal Inanageinent 
of a Board elected by the producers 
without there is some good and sufficient 
reason.'' 

CoxFERENCE HELATIVE To CoxsTRL'CTrox OF 
BRISBANE·KYOGLE HAILWAY LINK. 

Mr. BELL (Passifern) asked the Secretary 
for Railwap-

" 1. Heferring to the recent conference 
between the ·Commonwealth. Queensland, 
and New South Wales delegates relative 
to the proposed Brisbane-Kyogle railway 
link, will he furnish particulars of the 
understanding reached? 

"2. Is it probable that this railway 
will be commenced at an early date? " 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS 
(Hon. J. La1·combe. I{eppel) replied-

" 1 and 2. This matter is still under 
consideration." 

PAPEHS. 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Inquiry Board appointed 
to inquire into and report upon the 
statements made in the Legislative 
A3sembly on 29th Aug·ust, 1923, b,V 
Mr. F. A. Cooper, M.L.A., regarding 
the administration of the Hailway 
Workshops at Ipswich? 
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The following paper \Yas laid on the 
table:-

J\Iinutes of proceedingc, and minutes of 
evidence taken lwfore the abov8-
named Board. 

HOSPITALS BILL. 
IxrrJATJON. 

Hox. li'. 'l'. BREXNA:'\1 (Toozcoom.ba): I 
beg to mo\7 c--

" That the House will, at its next sit­
ting, r0solve itseli into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness oi iJ,troducing a Bill to make better 
provision for the n1aintena.nce, manage­
ment, n::Jd regulation of hospital~, and 
for other purposes." 

Question put and passed. 

COTT0:'\1 I:'\!DUSTRY BILL. 
SECOND READINtl-RESlDlPTION OF DEBATE. 

:\fr. SvVAYNE !Afimni): Two most import­
ant phases crop up in this 1noasure. Firstly, 
it has to do with the development of ::mr 
natural rnfv)urces. and all such measures ~re 
of the utmost importance; ,econdly, it intro­
duces a 7cry drastic feature of control-I 
might almo.st say coercion. 

Dealing with the first question-it'· bearing 
npon our primary p}·oductivoneqs and pros­
perity-there i-; no getting a\\ay fro1n the 
fact that thi3 industrv has come into 
prominence in Queenslan'd at a most oppor­
tune time. We know that it is most urgent 
that we should get our waste places settled, 
and wo have arrived at tho point in connec­
tion with our primary products which nr2 
dependent upon our own market at which our 
home markPt is already full) supplied or 
there is vory little margin loft. This applies 
to such r::rops a~ maize, potatoes, Eugar-cane, 
and so on. There are other industries such 
as wool, n1,,,1t, butie>r-and now we have 
cctton .. that are salable on the markets o: 
the world, and I think that the proper uti!is1l­
tion of our lands, now unproductive, lie, in 
the growth of such products that are not now 
applied to any purpose. I might point out 
that as ectcfl o£ these indu,trios develops it 
hdps those iJ;dustries which are dependent 
on local mavkets. As those engaged in thes.e 
industries increase in number. so do the 
1narkets increase for those crops vvho:-:e 
O}'portunity for sale is limited to loc~l 
dcn1ands. Ifnrthermore, more particular!:~, in 
connection with this industr.v, it seems to me 
that at the present time there is an Empire 
need. ',\-e know that unemployment is 
dreadfully rife in Groqt Britain, and w~> 
also know th.tt the cause for that partly lie.s 
in the fact that the factories, more pa.rticu· 
larly in the textile industries, are unable t'l 
get a full supply of raw material, and by 
thP fact that the purchasing power of some 
o£ our cmtomets on the Continent of Europe 
is restricted bv the troubles that are occur. 
ring there. As regards the first cause­
thP want of raw material-this industry is 
going to supply a marked need in that 
regard. As bearing upon this feature, I 
would like to draw the attention of the 
House to some recent utterances in England 
of Mr. Brucr·. the Federal Prime Minister. 
This que,.tion. is most keenly acute at th" 
present time, a.nd I find that, according to 
a cablegram· from London, Mr. Bruce in a 
newspaper interview, said- ' 

"I >errs filled with indignation at the 
spectade of distress and unemployment, 

fMr. Swayne. 

and of so manv British families on thc 
bread line, when we had a vast Empir<r 
lying idle for wr.nt of development. We 
must cure these ills and improve the lif& 
and prospects of every British citizen." 

That is the position there. On the sam& 
point I quote a ea b:e of the 12th October 
with reference to the control of cotton-

" A demand for the reYiYal of the 
Cotton Control Board v.·as made at a 
mce!ing of prominent representatives of 
the export section of the Lancashire 
trade. The speakers pointed out that 
the development of cotton-growing within 
the Empire v. as tlw solution of the Lanca­
shire raw material difficultY. but sevl'n 
years must elapse before ·the Empire 
gTo\Yn cotton wonld haYc an appreciable 
eff ·et.'' 

'l'hat boe.rs out the point I have just made, 
that expan,ion of the industry is one of the· 
factors by which the unemployed difficulty 
could be relieved on the other side of the 
world: and whilst I am on this subject, I 
should like' to refer to :Wr. Brnce's utterances 
reg"arding the stabilisation of prices of this 
and other commodities. since they may be 
reg-arded as in accord with one of the main 
features of the policy of the Country party. 
Mr. Bruce said-

" He referred to the great combines 
handling the foodstuffs of the people of 
Australia, and took the Yiew that we 
should have our own products, and should 
ha,-e the firot rig·hts to our own market, 
and we r0coguised the British producers 
shoul-d lwve th.' same rights, but in so 
far as the British farm0r was unable to 
cupph· the British requirements, then the 
Dominion producers should be placed in 
a position to supply the deficit." 

Later on he said-
" The method he \Vould suggest was 

stabilication. Fluctuations onh blml'fited 
the middleman. The producer rarely 
received the whole Yalue of the incrPase, 
bnt th · consumer im·ariably paid it." 

The se· me argument would applv to the raw 
material. The stahili~ation of prices has 
alv. ays been a prominent plank in the plat­
form of the Countrv party, and I would like 
to point out that, if the prices of this product 
could b·' ··tabilised on a basis which would be 
remun<>rative to the producers here, there 
would be no difficnltv in prm-iding employ­
ment in Queensland for thousands of the 
unemployed of Great Brituin in producing 
a crop here which in turn would help to 
keep their fellows at work in the factories 
on thn other side of the world. So that, I 
am qcite satisfied that this question comes up 
at a most opportune moment in respect of 
the great probJ.em which is causing so much 
concern to our statesmen. The opportunity 
was taken last week by the Country party 
to send a cablegram to :Mr. Bruco congratu­
lating him upon his utterances in this respect, 
and pointing out that the cotton industry 
was one which particularly lent its·2lf to action· 
along the linos he then indicated. 

Vi~ e must realise the importance of the 
quc·tion with which we are dealing, and we 
must not lose sight of the gr "at need that 
evorv action we take on this matter is welf 
thought out and is only taken with a full 
conviction of its wisdom. and that it is not 
forced upon us merely by circumstances. In 
introducing the Bill the Minister pointed 
out that cotton would be readily salable in· 
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the markets of the world, but we know that 
once it gets outside of Australia-unless some 
arrangement such as vcas foreshadowed by 
Mr. Bruce can be arrived at-we shall be 
open to all sorts of competition. The cost of 
production, therefore, is a matt•r that must 
be kept prominently in our minds. 

Coming to the drastic feature of the Bill 
which I have mentioned, it is provided that 
the farmer shall be prevented to a gnat 
extent from growing cotton in the manner 
which he believes to be most suitable to his 
requirements, the conditions of his district, 
and so on. I say that before any intorfcrcucc 
of this kind is imposed bv legislation, the 
fullest investigation should be made. On this 
point almost the whole Bill-at any rate, the 
chief que,tion in it-is the prohibition 
imposed on the growers against growing 
ratoon crops. I think we all recognise that, 
if thoro is a practice which is to the ·detri­
ment of the whole industry, it should be 
preventf'd. 

I have listened kecnlv a; an agriculturist 
t<> the discusoion that ·has taken place on 
this matter, but it ha, not yet been proved 
~·onclusively that such action is necessary. 
It has been stated that this action should 
be taken so that the sale of ratoon cotton 
will not detrimcntallv affect tho whole of 
our cotton output. It has also been stated 
that such action is neces'"ary to prevent the 
iittroduction o£ pests. The latter contenti:m 
i.' absolutely nonsensical. How can the 
growth of ra toon cotton increase the pest" 
when they are not alreadv in existence? 
To talk about the increase in the ball 
weevil is simply wasting breath. The boil 
weevil which has injurPd the cotton indus­
try in the United States doe, not exist in 
Queensland, therefore the fact of growing 
ratoon cotton is not going to bring it here. 
There are other p<'sts which are in existence, 
therefore the whole point is whether the 
growing of ratoon cotton is likely to 
encourage an increase in pests we already 
ha,·e. 

Let me come to the matter of quality, and 
whether the growing of ratoon cotton will 
result in the injury of the sale of our cotton 
product as a whole. I think we have no 
evidence that such would be the case. I have 
here a letter which appeared in the Mackay 
" Daily Mercury" of 9th October, written by 
a neighbour of mine, Mr. McO!ymon, who 
comes from Manchester, who has worked in 
the industry there, and who would not say 
anything he was not sure about. The letter 
says-,, 

. . Cotton is manufactured 
into a thousand different varieties of 
articles. From voiles and delaine.... to 
lampwick is a good range, also from 
cambrics to corduroy and moleskin, 
dhooties, Indian shirting, flannclettes, 
guncotton, etc., etc., so that you can 
scarcely class butter and cotton as 
parallel cases. I have passed thirty 
years of my life in Manchester and dis­
trict, and a good portion of that was in 
the cotton industry, and I never met any­
one who could enumerate the variety of 
articles manufactured from cotton. We 
have recently had a visit of a party 
of glorified company promoters, accepted 
by the Government as delegates and the 
last word in the cotton industry. This 
party did not represent the spinners and 
manufacturers of Lancashire, but an asso­
ciated comnanv. and not a dominant one 
at that. They' succeeded in drawing the 

cotton over the eye, of the Yiinister, 
Council and Director of Agriculture, and 
even of the Governor and the Premier, 
and in spite of anything the Under Sec­
retary for Agriculture may say, they 
have e;ot the monopolistic control of our 
cotton crop for a term of three years­
i.e., until 31st Juh-, 1925-on most advan­
tageous ·terms for t hemseh-es at the 
expense of the industry. I think I .am 
correct in saying they have the ginning 
of the cotton at an increased price of 25 
per cent., and I know that the commis­
sion for the ~ale of the cotton is 66 per 
cent. above the usual commission paid. 
Not too bad at al! for the delegates, but 
what about the growers? These dele­
gates, not satisfied with the bargain made 
with the Queensland Government, whPn 
thoir advice vvas sought re ratoon cotton, 
which is an unknown quantity to them, 
and apparently not wanting to have the 
trouble of putting it on the m a rk,,t, 
instead of admitting their ignorance, 
followed the well-known railway axiom. 
'when in doubt, stop.' They cried 
' Stop !' and the Go\ emment accepted 
their (;ici:un1 and yetocd the gro\ving 
of ratoon cotton. 

" Now, Mr. Editor. this really resolves 
itself into two questions, the l'irot and 
most important being. \Vill ratoomCJg 
encourage the posts and be a source of 
danger to the plant crop and the indus­
tr~- generally? This should be decided 
from a Queensland viewpoint. and with 
the assif;tance g£ our own enton1ologists, 
and not an American view of it. (There 
were some sinister rumours about the boll 
weevil a few years ago.)" 

He goes on to point out the great number 
of varieties of cotton used, and the use to 
which such cotton can be put. 

Let me again return to the question of 
th,, different grades of cotton, and whether 
the growth of some of them, which may not 
be as good as others, could affect the sale of 
th2 best quality cotton. Has it been so in 
th0 case of the wool indust·rv? Does the 
fact that the wool sweepings off the shearing 
floors are collected 'and baled affect the 
sales of the be't merino wools? It does 
not. There is wool for all classes of buvers. 
All that is necessary is to see that· the 
buyer is not deceived' as to quality. It has 
not been shown yet that ratoon cotton is 
inferior. The evidence has been rather 
the other way. If it was inferior, com­
pulsion should be used to compel the grower 
to bale it scpa·rately .and sell it as ratoon 
cotton, and then the buyer could not com­
plain. I have some correspondence bearing 
011 the question whether it is inferior in 
value. I have a letter written to Mr. A. ,J. 
MacDona!d, Sydney, by Messrs. ::\1. H. 
::\IcFadden and Co., Chestnut street. Phila­
delphia, dated 8th September. 1920, furnish­
ing a copy of the value of Queensland cotton. 
A liet of eight Yarieties. of Queensland cotton 
is given, and scYen of them are ratoon. The 
letter says-

" They mention that out of 12.000,000 
bales grown in the United State, onlv 
1,000,000 bales a·re more than 1~ inch i~ 
length. Australia·n cotton more than 
1{ inch should be able to compete with 
"F;gyptian. PeruYian, and American long 
staples .. Therefore Vi'e urge growing long 
staples m your country." 

Then. again. I han' a lettct· receiYed by 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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::v!:L Daniel J ones. While I am on this 
subject I would like to speak, with other 
speakers, of the debt we owe to Mr. J ones 
in connection with the cotton industrv. For 
many years he has unceasingly imi1·ressed 
upon us the great pos,ibilities that exist for 
Queensland in this connection. His advocacy 
fo1· years has been borne out by the position 
o£ the industry to-day. Seeing his ad,-ice 
has been so good and effective in the past, 
we may do 11 orse than folio· .. , his advice at 
the present juncture. The reference by the 
Minister to him was uncalled for. He spoke 
o£ him a" a hard-headed practical farmer, 
who could not be •regarded as an expert. 
vVe have experts and experts. I remember 
W<: had an expert connected with the sugar 
industry who was paid a salary of £3,000 
per annum, and I am perfectly sure he did 
not earn his salary. I also know of my own 
experience that, although we have known 
Dl very able men who have been styled 
experts, many people hayo been led into 
trouble through acting on the advice of 
others also termed experts. I wish to quote 
this letter :\fr. J ones received from Messrs. 
MacDonalcl and Co., manufacturers' agents 
and importers, Sydney, written on 16th 
September, 1920-

,, I submitted the samples yDu gan' 
me to the largest cotton operators in 
the 'Cnitecl States of America, and they 
were much Impressed and surprised. 
They have written me a long letter and 
placed a Yalue on every sample but I 

ant to submit it to you J>erson~lly and 
discuss it with you." 

These are the values I have just refenecl 
to. They run from 2s. Bel. to Is. 3d. per lb.-

" 2V1y friends a re of undoubted 
integrity and their financial standing is 
of the highest, and the samples you gaYe 
me have been se<bjectccl to dose 
e-xa1nination in their laboratories. T'hev 
haYo buyers in Egypt, India, Peru, and 
other cotton-producing countries and 
finance plantatiDns, etc. The ;wop~sition 
they make is on the bacis Df -buYing the 
cotton straight out." • 

Seven out of the samples referred to a.re 
ratoGn cotton. I have here a.nothcr letter 
received by l.lr. Daniel Jonos from John 
Atkms, of 13 St. Ann street. Manchester. 
under date 6th August, 1906. He speaks of 
h;gh-gracle cotton rmsed by Mr. .)ones as 
being of ''v~_:ry bright, good coJour, the .staple 
of regular length and fairly fine." That 
was in 1906, when prices wc:re much lower 
than they ure at the present timP. a.nd again 
rhe cotton referred to is ratoon cotton. 
Furthc•r on the same correspondent says-

'_' But I can. assure you that, in my 
opmwn, there 1s better business for the 
gro\ver in my friends' propo"it.ion than 
there is handing ov<>r the cotton at a flat 
rate to any Association." 

Con1ing now to America, \Vhcre it is st:-t ted 
Hwy have IJD ratoon cotton, I shall quote the 
official l'CJ1Gl't of the College of AgTiculture in 
California. It is headed " .A.g·riculiural 
Expurimcotal StatiGn, Uniycrsity of Cali­
f(Jl·ma, 1st .July, 1922," and reads-

" ExpPritnents 1vith sucl\.Pr cotton Y;'(}re 
reporteu b,- ::viackie and Gear fr'>m the 
Imrv•rial 'valley Exp('riment Station. 
Seeded cotton, and first-year wcker crop 
and thil'cl-year .--ucker crop of t.ho Pimcc 
long staplo Egyptian cotton, grown in 
1921, g·avc the following n·sults :-A 
numbet· o£ the cotton plar,ts died out as 

[l'I:Jr. Swayne. 

the ag8 increased. The strength and 
quality of the fibre were unaffected when 
good conditions of culturf: were rnain­
tained. 

" The second-year sucker crop was the 
heaviest and the plants earliest to mature, 
as well a.s the largest in size. 

" The tensile strength of the lint is 
being teotecl as lint aucl as cloth." 

Mr. Longfielcl Smith. Agronomist in cha1·ge 
of the Yirgin Islands Experiment Station, in 
a report issued on 23rcl May, 1921, said-

" Sea Island cotton crossed with St. 
Croix Native ga vo good results the first 
year they were tried in the first genera­
tion, as the plants wore almost immune 
from blister mite. 

"Furthermore, it was found that the 
plants could be ratooned and thus ma.cle 
to give large yields the second yea-,·." 

0. F. Cook. in a report on "Results of Colton 
Experiments in 1911," sacs-

" 'J',!le utilitY of hvbricls would be 
increased if b\;O or rno'i·e crops of cotton 
could be obtained from the• 'dme p]a.nts. 
The winter, of Southern California are 
not cold enough to kill the root', and the 
Egyptian cotton has the habit of forming 
subterranean shoots when the stalks are 
frozen to the surface of the ground below 
the level of the original sce·d leavc3." 

The College of Agricu!Jur,•. Cni-.-eroity of 
California. BPrkele:v, in "Circular 1\o. 121," 
issued in October, 1914. says-

'" Volunteering C'olton from_ y~~a.r to 
year has praYed to be a profitable prac­
tice and is being followed •1uit,• exten­
sive!:·. If rows are ridged up well in the 
last cultivation, the earth about th'l stem 
prevents the freezing of the buds and a 
good stand is secured 1-rithout re -u~tting, 
while if not ridged many of the planb 
are ki llc.d." 

The npxt letter is fwm LiverpooL It reads-
" \Vith reference lo a sample of ratoGn 

cotton from \Vest<'rn Australia .. ll.fessrs. 
Tanner, Boxweli, Son, and Compan·;, of 
LiYerpool, write under date lOth J anu­
arv, 1923 :-' \Ve a.re in receipt of your 
sainplcs of cotton, for which wo thank 
VDU. \YC' have cardullv cxamiaed the 
;,otton and find it tc, be; of good staple 
but rather brown in •colour and would 
compete with brown Egn1tian. \Ye haw' 
no d9ubt that cotton of this quality would 
find a readv sale in this rr arket. an cl on 
to-da:> 's prlc(''1 would ho Yalned about 
15kcl .. per lb. \Vith rcfcren~e to your 
re;Htrks that son1c Yisitor~ fron1 Lan( it­
shire nassed thmugh ;,-ollr cli_str;et and 
that they condemned pcrrnmal cotton, 
saying t.hat spinners would !'•Ot use 1t, 
\VC' 1nust fXprcss our surpnse. as \Ve 
cannot a,~ree \Yith them on this point. 

"\Vc -handle rerr hrgel: PontYian 
and Bmzilian cottor1, all of \Yhich is 
perennially grown and j_., grcwn in all 
countries where the plant will str,nd the 
rigours of \Yintcr. Shoq]cl the opp_or­
tunity <lrisc of your being- able 1 o COl!~Ign 
anv cotJ on to this market for sa lP, we 
sh~ll haye much pleasure in handling it 
for you." 

The ne'lt letter is from 1\IE·',,srs. :;.;'icho]son and 
\Vrigley, and deals with the Yalue of ratoon 
cotton. It is from Liverpool, and is dated 
18th July, 1923, and reads-

" \vo are in receipt of your faYour 
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of yesterday's date with cnclo,un·,, ><lea 
the two small samples of Queensland 
cotton. These samples arc> too small to 
say much about, but "\VC sec no reason 
why Lancashire should not use this cctton 
if it came here. We understand the 
great objection to ratoon-grown cotton is 
discase"-

I have already given opiniDns to the con­
trary-

"and that is the reason it is not allowed 
to be ginned in the same gins '"s the 
annual grown cottor1. 'rhe same kind of 
machine would certainly do. 

"If similar cotton w-ere here to-dav 
and as regular in staples as those small 
samples appear to be, W<' think No. 2 
would be worth 15d. to 16d. per lb., and 
the other about 1d. less." 

In a letter dated 27t.h July 1923. the same 
firm write- ' 

"In further reference to Your kitcr 
of tlw 17th instant with reg~~rd to the 
sample of Queensland ~oitou, '"'' have 
gone very carefully into the malior wit1l 
one or two spinners, and "e do not see 
any difficulty in using this in La.nca:;hire. 
The value they put upon the same is :'\o. 
1 about 12~d. and No. 2 13~d., as this 
will compare with midc!ling American 
which is bought in Sept.em-bcr-Octcber, 
to-day's price being 12.72 to 13. 

""-io. 2, they make to be 50 points 
better than No. 1. The sampl0 you ;;end 
is .srnall to pas:-3 an opinior\ on,· J.nd our 
srnnn:'rs suggest that you get a .-ample 
of a tew bales made, which t.hev guaran-
tee to dispose of." · 

That is in 1·egard to the attempt that is 
being made to restrict- the growing of cotton 
1'n Queen,land to annual cotton. The con'e­
spondence which I have quoted shows that 

there are markets for all cottons. 
[4 p.m.] I have here a paragraph from 

the "Wool Letter" published in 
the "Brisbane Courier" on the 27th Novem­
ber, 1922, which says-

" Peru cotton is a fa vourito for 
blending with wool and mungo, ac it 
approaches more ncarlv to the wool fibre 
than any other class of cotton, being the 
roughest o£ its kind. For th1s reason 
woollen JO!annfacturcrs buv Peru cotton 
in p:eference to either, Egyptian or 
Amencan cctton. 

" American cotton when blended with 
wool 'lnd mung:o makes a. som0what hard­
handling pieDe; but that is uot the case 
"hen Peru cotton is use-cl. If the Queens­
land ftbJ'e J·s of the same species as Peru 
it would do admirabl v for the woollen 
trade, and this is a 'point well worth 
studymg by those interested in the sale 
of Queensland-grown cotton." 

I may mention that Peruvian cotton is 
a perennial, and, therefore, is ratooned. In 
-a subsequent article tho san1e writer men­
tions the fact that the production of this 
class of cotton should be the lint object 
of the Queensland grm\ cr. In speaking 
of tree cotton he also refers to the high 
return. . I have . already given reasons 
why it 1s not w1so to place the whole 
thing in the hands of one small section of 
buyer '• and it is pointed out in the letters 
I have read t!lat there is a market other than 
the Lancashire market. There is a market 
in Bradford, where thev manufacture fabrics 
composed partly of wool and partly of 
cotton, and it appears to me that an attempt 

is being made to limit our output to the 
requirements of one small section of manu­
facturers in Great Britain, and as far as 
possible to prevent Queensland from growing 
other kinds of cotton that would be suitable 
for the requirements of other people. As I 
have already poil'ted out, if different kinds 
of cotton were allowed to be grown in 
Queensland, it could be made compulsory to 
keep each kind separate, and, if the growers 
were compelled to describe fully the quality 
and description of the cotton on the bales or 
packages, that would prevent the presence of 
one variety on the market being detrimental 
to the sale of another variety. Each variety 
could be sold on its merits just the same as 
each variet~, o£ wool is sold on its merits. 
Why I lay >O much stress on this question 
of ratooning is that, being engag-ed in agri­
culture myself, I realise the advantage in 
our variable climate, with the dry seasons we 
have from time to time, of having a crop in 
the ground that we know will give us a 
return no matter how dry the season may he. 
If the growers are allowed to ratoon, they 
w1ll not have to run the risk every year of the 
seed germinating, and that risk will have to 
be encountered every time the seed is sown; 
but if the roots are alread,- established in 
the ground that risk will ·be obviated. I 
have a letter here from th(l Central district 
which deals w1th this phase of the question 
VCJ'Y clearly. The letter is written by Mr. 
Pearson, and it says-

" I also intend to allow all my crop 
to ratoon and devote my time to plant 
more land. I think if those folk under­
stood how hard it is to get an early 
gerrninatiDn of seed they would perhaps 
alter their opinion. I think nearly every­
one here intends to do as I will. as this 
gives us something- to fall back on if 
plantjng fails.'' 

I sometime, wonder when people talk about 
ratooning whether they really understand 
what is meant bv that word. I am told that 
ratooning is when you cut tho bushes down 
to the level of the ground. On level ground 
that can be done with a mowing machine 
very cheaply, but, of course. when the cotton 
is planted on scrub countrv that has not 
been grubbed the ratooning 'will have to be 
done with a cane knife or something- of that 
wrt. After the plants aro cut down they 
arc burnt off, and that doe,. a.1va:v with any 
risk from pest·. l\lr. \Villi am Soutter, a well­
kno\vn horticulturist in Queensland, in a 
letter published in the " Courier'' of to-day's 
date, d0:iling with the system of ratooning 
of cotton, sa:i ;;-

"I have --.et to learn that the act of 
pruning the' cotton plant reduces either 
the length or strength of the staple. 
All the tradition. relative to the use of 
the pruning knife since the dawn of 
history have been eloquently in favour of 
the pruninc;- knife as an aid to the 
betterment and constitutional development 
of plants. increased fecunditv. better 
quality of flowers. fruit (seed), and other 
characteristics; anrl the cotton plant is 
no exception to thi~." 

'ilr. Daniel .Tones, in a letter published in 
the "Courier" recently, deals with the risk 
of poe-ts as a result of ratooning, and from 
what he wriics, instead of ratooning encour­
aging pests, the reverse is the case. Ra toon­
ing apparently minimises the risk of pests. 
This is what ;\1r. Jones says-

~< \Vith rc'pect to the fear of breeding 

Mr. Swayne.l 
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pests, it is remarkable that in the Central 
American States, where ratooning is 
practised, the original home of the 
dreaded bol! weevil, the ravages of this 
post are not nearly so much in evidence 
as in the United States, where cotton is 
annually so\vn.'' 

I feel qnite sure Jl.1r. J ones wonld not have 
said it unless he was sure of his facts. If 
he is correct, it destrovs the Ministol''s case. 
The letter continues-· 

" This is the evidence of the better 
di'sea,se-resisting character of ratoon 
cotton-the general experience in Queens­
land and New Caledonia for the last 
thirty years or more_ If ratooning is 
further discouraged it will be difficult to 
put our scrub areas into profit, as it 
will not pay to clear tho land for only 
one crop of cotton.'' 

It most certainly will not, because it will not 
pay to plant every year while stumps arc 
still in the ground. and it is a matter of 
years before you can burn or grub the stumps 
out. The letter goes on to say-

" Had those unfortunate farmers who 
unwisely ploughed out their plant cotton 
acted otherwise, there would now be no 
need for the Government, as requested by 
the Dawson Valley representatives. to 
provide relief for distressed growers." 

I have nfll, time to read all the correspond­
ence which ~ have here bearing on the ques­
tion, but I might refer to a letter written 
by Mr. J .. J. O'Brien. who was a field officer 
of the Briti:>h Cotton Growing Association. 
Writing 'rom Yeppoon on 26th April, 1919, 
before we lmd this scare, he said-

" In the Central district it can le.; 
grown as a perennial ; the frost, serving 
as a natural pruner, keeps the plant at 
a workable· height. It is sufficient to 
replant every five years." 

I think I have shown that most certainlv 
there is <1 case for further investigation 
bdore we shut down definitely in regard to 
the matter of ratooning, as it is proposed to 
do in this measure. But there is another 
phase also which presents itself to my mind, 
and that i3 the question as to the wisdom of 
tying ourselves up to one buyer only. As far 
as I can gather, the reason giv<m by the 
Minister was the fact that the Association 
were prepMed to sp(md £100,000 in the erec­
tion of ginneries. In the case of a Govern­
ment who have so much money to spend­
they arc spn>lding something like £23,000,000 
or £24,000,000 per annum-for the sake d 
£100,000 is there any reason why we should 
limit the buyers of this great product to 
one buyer ouiy? In the '90's, when the legis­
lation was pa"ed which led to the establish­
ment of the big sugar mills which have done 
so much {or Queensland, what would have 
been saiJ if, in connection with those mills, 
which were going to cost £500,000 <lr 
£600,000, th;, then Government had gone to 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company and 
said, " Y on build the mills and we will give 
you a monopol:· of all the sugar-cane grown." 
In 1911. when the Denham Government spent 
£800,000 or £900,000 on sugar mill", if they 
had said, " We will not spend the money, hut 
we will get the Colonial Sugar Refinin;7 
Company ur some other big company to 
build the mills for us and give them a 
monopoly of all the cane in the area." what 
a howl the1·e would hm-e been! Yet for the 
sake of assictance to the extent of £100.000 

[Mr. Swayne. 

we are being placed in this position with 
regard to cotton. The Minister told us that, 
when he g-rew cane for the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company, he was limited to certain 
varie~ies of cane. I also grew cane for the 
corr.pany, ar•ri I say that the limitation wa" 
not always a wise one. We get far better 
results now in the cane industry \1 hen we 
sell according to quality. There is no com­
pulsion now, yet the quality of cane is far 
higher than it was when this arrangement 
obtained. That is because the growers are 
paid by remits, and they know that, if they 
do not ITrow a salable article or an artielc 
which i,;' -_,-orth a fair sum, it will not pay 
them. The quality of cane under such a 
S',-stem as that is much better than it ever 
was before. \Vhy could the matter not 
have been lefc to \York out on the same lines 
in regard to cotton? I am quite sure that, 
if ratooning is done properly and the bushes 
are all lJu,·nt after being ratooned, it will 
kill all the insects thoro are. 

l think wo; can dispose of that feature of 
the subject_ So far as sale is concerned, 
once the grower had ratoon cotton left on 
his hands which ho could not sell, he would 
not grow any more, and that would put nn 
end to the di!ficulty. just the same as the 
difficult,· in selling some kinds of sugar-cane 
has put an end to the growing of those 
varieties. I think that those should have 
been the lines to work on in connection with 
cotton. 

We have evidence from many quarters in 
America of the. value of ratoon cotton. \V e 
have information of its value furnished not 
only from Br11dford and other parts of York­
shire, but ako from Manchester itself where 
the Cotton Delegation came from, and from 
other firms there who, I understand, are of 
repute in the cotton manufacturing industry, 
showing that they are giving a. definite price 
for ratoon cotton. I do not think the value is 
below thgt ol Reedling cotton. However, if 
it was fo'lnd that by ratooning you would 
reduce your cost of production by fully one­
third if nut one-half, it would be a great 
advantage. and probably many growers 
where the climate is variable would find 
it paid th8m to grow cotton slightly less in 
value because thev would be sure of the 
crop, and would perhaps have two crops of 
ratoon where thev would only have one crop 
of the other_ That should be borne in mind. 

Manv criticisms have been made on the 
drastic' character of this proposed legislation. 
I would lilw to read another utterance by 
Mr. Daniel Jones. who is an expert in this 
matter and posse,ses a good local knowledge. 
He has not only had experience as a grower, 
but I und<Jrstand was connected with the 
cotton mill in Ipswich many years ago, so 
that I take it that he has experience and 
knowledge of both sides of the question. I 
wish to quote from " The Cotton Farmer " 
of 15th May, 1923, the following article:-

" SENTE:":CED \VI'IH01JT TRHL." 

"GIVE THE RATOOK A Hl<CARIXG !" 
" In the first place, the ban on ratoon 

cotton does not appear to be general even 
among cotton men in Liverpool, it being 
authoritatively stated that practically 
the whole of the Peruvian and Brazili<t'" 
cotton is from ratoon plants, and there 
is no e,rgument about placing it on the 
market. Brazil produced 75,000 metric 
tons of cotton in 1919, and 119,500 tona 
in 1920. Of the latter crop 24,696 ton' 
were exported, and was valued at 
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£5,502.000, realising an anragc of 24d. 
per lb., the aYerage price of An1erican 
S(:Cd ~-otton in that year being n1uch les~ 
Ttt:'l' 1h. Peru producPcl 33.588 n1Ptric 
tc!1s of lint from 226.160 acres in 1919. 
\Yhich "orks out at 308.7 lb. of lint or 
92.6.1 1b. of seed co1ton llC'l' acre. \Yhich 
::: n1u;;.t be adn1itted i~ a YCrY fair aver~ 
a~·c· for an outlaw. The yftluc of hce 
eltron cxpcH·ts \Yas £6.656.845 in 1919, 
and ±.4.533.216 greater in th. following 
year. ::-o that growing the ratoon is a 
Yig-oro'.H and lucJ·ative proposition therP.. 
Ui the totai exports from Peru 29.2 per 
cent. went to Great Britain. and 8.2 per 
cent. of t h, total fron1 Brazil \vent there 
aho. 

'
1
'An industr,\· that pr-oduces an export 

wuue "£ £11.19C.061. as in the case of 
Poru-£.3.268.000 of which found its way 
t-:1 tllf' Englj'3h rnarkct. -where it i::; no•\· 
Etated the sanF~ kind of Queensland 
,otton '.YN!ld be denied-is worthv of con­
~ideration. whether it con1e~ off a bush 
th .t i::; onh- fiyp or ::.ix n1onths old or 
from the same bush that is allowed to 
grow 1>lllil it is just oYer a year old. 
The v a! ue of ra toon cotton exported from 
Peru io nearlY a third of the total 
exporb, and there \V<,nlcl be consterna­
tion if the sa1ne exC'omn1unication W2r8 
uied there as has been put into effect 
in Queensland. 

"Climalica]h-, there is a marked 
similrcrity betlveen the climate of Brazil 
and Peru and that of Queensland." 

It secnB to me that we are Iikelv to be 
too much influenced on this question bv what 
is done in the 1;nitcd Stat· s, but evei·vbDdv 
know.s that in the rnited Statu there. is n;, 
nltooning- of sun·ar-cane for a Y0l'V croo;-l 
reason. '·would a csugar farmer in QucenJand 
pay any attention to a sugar £arn1er fl·orn the 
Uuitcd States who can1e here and ~aid, "You 
n1u~t not ratoon yonr sugar-cane, becanse we 
do not mtoon in tho rnited States"? \Ye 
knew that the climatic conditio!ls of the two 
places arc different, and that thev enable us 
to ratoon sugar--cane snccr'ssfully here and not 
there. In Java thev clo n~t ratoon for 
another reason altogether, and \Yhat reason 
woulcl \\'O have for taking notice of a .Jav;, 
sugar. growN· •..-ho told us, " You must not 
ratoon your sngar-cane"'? 

CoHon-gT0 1.1'ing is nor a new industrv in 
9ucensland. The growing {Jf cotton just ~110\Y' 
1~ .~ rccTudc.s('cnc} of an old industl'Y, n11d 
ir i~ a reel·uclc~cencc on a larp:e .;;cal,; I atn 
ph"a:;;(',-1 to ~·-{?e, and I would br> the last to 
wish that an~·thing I have said or quoted 
wotdcl be rl··ntmcmal to 1t: but. at t!w same 
tir.nc. Wl' haYc .sufficie11t expcricllcc of \Vhat 
has i1nppencd in the pa::-r to knoo,\- ·what w·~· 
arc likelv to lw a Llc to do in tl1c futur·c. Is 
lt desirable that once a cron has been estab­
lish~·] mcccs·cfulh· a prohibition should be 
put upon it'? It ~ccnh to me tlwt once it 
has been proved rhat it can produce a salable 
articl~\ it is ~o.st nnwi:-;e to cut it right out, 
especwllv as 1t anpears that owino- to the 
dimatic ·conditionS in certain' distri~t~, it is 
diffiPu]t to gTow plant cotton en•rv vear. and 
in some years there n1ay bo no g.erlnination. 
At an:- rattc'l.. it :3C n1s to be most un\Yise to 
cut out such _~n indu.5try unh_,,,s the cast' 
ag~in::;t it ha;, been proved right up to the 
hilt, which, in this instance, it most certainly 
has nDt. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Wynnwn): I have 
fDllowed the vm:ied speeches of hon. members 
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'ery carcfull:-·. I take it that this is one of 
the ~ubjectf' on which eycry person who is 
cnxious to do the best for Queensland should 
act altog-ether in a non-party way. and I 'vant 
anv remarks of mine to be collSidered in that 
light. I feel that. at an~· rat", we are dis­
cnssing a Bill which ha·' for one of its objects 
the benefit of an industrY of the State, 
although there ma:-· be many differences of 
upinio11 rcgarclinb its proYisions. 

Is is interesting to r,call the variety of 
opinion \Yhich has b2cn expressed Dn this 
question. The :i\linister \Yas most emphatic 
as to \Yhat he believed \Vas right in the 
interPsts of Queensland and of the industry, 
and he \Yent to verv considerable trouble in 
placing informatim1 before the House in 
stJpport o£ his view. He was followed by 
the hon. member for Burnett, who Dpened 
the dc·batc for this side. who went very fnlly 
into the question and very largely argued 
on the other side, that is, in favour of ratoon­
in!Y. Those two sneakers were followed by 
others who sought to put before the Chamber 
the opinions which they held. I take it that 
both the hon. members to whom I have par­
ticular!,· refenecl ha ye performed a very 
c·onsiderable duty tD the House, because I 
am surf' that CYer:v hon. member is glad to 
haYe information of this character, some of 
it from th.• standpoint taken up by the 
:\linistn and the rest of it largely from the 
··tanclpoint adopted by the hon. member for 
Burnctt. 

Therf' haYe been points of agreement in 
the• n·mark< of all hon. members. I have not 
ri~cn this afternoon to profess for one motnent 
that I can direct the House in the best course, 
because' I am not a man who actuallv has tO> 
do with the cultiYatiDn of crops, and there­
fore it 11·Duld be out of place for me to say 
1vhat I think should be done in this matter. 
Bm there ha ye been phase'' of the question 
on which both sides can agree. \Ve all 
bC'li;·...-~: that the cotton industry is mo.Et 
imporwm to the State. Queensland doe;:. 
11(' •d new industries, and anything in the 
direction of creating or assisting a neTf indus­
tn- is \Ymthv of our consideration. There 
hci~ be _n a co.nscnsus of opinion on that point, 
and I assume that no difference of Dpinion 
whatever 1•·ill be disclosed during the remain­
der of the debate. 

Hon. members, too. bcli.cYe that the ques­
tion is a nationc I om'. I think I shall be 
ahle to .show before I sit down that it is 
national in n1ore senses than one-that it is. 
national from the \u.stralian point of view 
as 11·ell '" from the Queensland point of 
,.j \':. and-let nH~ ~a.~.· a an En1pirc n1an­
rhat it i:-' national frorn an Etnpire point of 
\-iev;-. \Ye n1u::-t recognise that it concerns 
not onh Queensland but other parts of the 
Empire as >Yell. 

I think the :\Iinistor said thet there are 
millions of acres in Queensland suitable for 
the growth of cotton. I do not know whether 
that is conect. Let us hope that it is so. 
It ''~'Pears that there ie an unlimited market, 
and if that is al~o true and the price is a 
fa it· one-becaus, that is the crux of the 
position-the conditions seem in our favour. 
\Ve ma:v have lands that can grow a great 
deal of cotton, but if there is no market for 
it at a payable price, it is not much use 
producing it. If there are millions of acres 
suitabl·e for the growth of cotton, it is a good 
thing for Queensland. I believe that we shall 
discover in the case Df cotton what I believe 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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will br fount! to ],c trn>c in the ca'c of other 
prima1·~· iuJn~trie..... l think. for instanv·, 
:that land ·which "\Ye arc not nolv u~in~ for 
wiwai g-rov:ing \Yill br found suitable f01:- that 
ptu·po::;r·. to the Yery great adyantagc of 
Qucc•mland. 

But, whilst one may n~Tec that there is a 
f.!Tt'at d al of land a\·ailablc for the cultiYa­
t:oll of eotton, it i~ e~.sential. as the 1\Iinister 
enicl, tlMt WC' Fhoulcl etart right. I thiuk that 
was reallv the stallcl the Minister took in 
opp00itiori to the ratooning of cotton. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGlUCTLTURE: Hear. 
hr_..ar ! 

Hm.:. \Y. H. K\R?\ES: He insi,tecl that 
LO mistake should be made at the outset by 
t!w n1cn engagL•cl in the industry·-that they 
should start off on a footing \Yhich \Yould 
be absolutc>lv sound so that there would be 
no doubt wiwtcYCr on that score as to their 
success. H" al-o remarked that it was 
necessary that we should produce the best 
aeticle. \Yith that I agree. I be!ieYc that 
in the past ~\ustralia has lo~t a yery great 
,deal because she has not been careful enoug·h 
.in that regard. I belieye that quite a num­
,bet· of persom who ha Ye had to do with 
Australian trade-I do not sav intentionallv 
-haye pel'haps unintentional!}- produced an 
article which ha' not been the best artide 
for the market they ha ye supplied. 

I agree with the Minister t~wt it' is 
e55ential that we should produce absolutely 
th2 best article. and I am sure even-one will 

agr~ce on that point. There are 
[4.30 p.m.J points on which we all agree. 

I take it that no one would 
hc·,,itate for a momem to say that the pro­
·duction and the growth of wool in Queens­
land are most Yital. \Ye must agree that that 
i~ one of those industries which i·' vital to 
,m and has yerv much to do with our wel­
fare. A <:omoai·ison has been made between 
wool and cotton. I submit that we know 
exactly what wool means to us. but unfor­
tunately it does sometimf's happen that. 
when we get to the top of the tree with 
.regard to wool. a drought comes along and 
;the flocks perish. which is a national loss_ 
\Ye must admit that there is an increasing 
-demand for cotton. It is one of those things 
for which. there will always be a big demand 
110t only m Australia and the British-speak­
ing countries. but in other countries of the 
v or! d. There seems to be a considerable 
difference of opinion, but we are told that 
there is az:- increasing desire on the part of 
cotton spmners and millers in the old 
('()Untry to a ,-oid risks which arc said to be 
attached to ratoon cotton. I sav again that 
I a1n not in a position to spca~k Dll ratoon 
cotton, other thim that I know thNe has 
l_-,ecn a. differr-ucc of opinion in this Hou~e 
1.1 regard to the maiter. \Yhat is the posi­
tion to-clay in (,Jut'('l!S]and' I would like the 
J\Iini,-ter io fc•!lm,· me Ye,.,. closelY in this 
reg:C~l'll. \\'e haY<' to admit that 'the hon. 
I:Jetnbor for Bnrnett Yoiced the feelings of 
n .gr('at nu1nbPr of pco!)lc in 1 h0 conlnlnnit~,~ 
v;-lw \V<:Ult t;) gTo\v ra tcx:n1 cotton. Thcv do 
nor \-rant to be prcyented fron1 gTO.\Yiug 
rn..toou cottoiL 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTrm;: Onh- 4~ 
per cent. of the gro\rer~ of Quuenslrrua 
de,ire that. 

At 4.33 p.m .. 

The CHAIR1L\X OF CmDIITTEES. :vir. Kir\\-an 
;Brisbane), took the ehai1· as Deputy Speaker. 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

IIox. \Y. H. Bc\RXES: I \\·ant to point 
out that thC'rL' hn-..·c lwen influences. at -..York 
in this direction. OnP of the stJ,J!lgt~3t 
inflnence, that lns bN'n at -..~·ork. tho 
~liniE-tcr nn1st a(hnit. is thn t the nwn ·who 
are g'oin!.r to cnrninne to £?.Tc\\- ratoon cotton 
arp i1ot going to be lJait.:f the sarnc rate us 
ot!lcr 111011. \Yh0n you touch the pocket­
it llla~- be that parliamentariam do not 
1nind 1 hP pocket que~tion at all-gPl:.erally 
Y'JH touch a vel·~· ..-iral point indC'('d. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGmCTLTCRE: It i,- " 
YC'l'Y S('nsiti..-e part. 

Ho:-,-. \Y. H. BARXES: So it i-. I take it. 
in conJWrtion with the p{ opl0 \\·ho want to 
grow ratoon cotton. Then '"" are told that 
th<· Lanca,hire cottnn spinners object to 
ratoon cotton. "-har are tlw reasom for 
the objc(·tion ': Son1c say thal it is not long 
0nough in .-;taplC'; ~onre ·say th~rc al'e other 
reasons why the:, ,hocdcl object to it; but 
th0 real reason which the }Jinister has 
fu,·nished this House has been that he is 
aft-aiel of rhe pest> \Yhich will get into ratoon 
cotton. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTCRE: ::\o . 
said that, in 1ny opinion. was a secondary 
objeetion. My frr:;t objection was the 
inferior quality. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR:\ES: I must accept the 
Yfinbtcr's st.atcn1ent that that js a secondarv 
obj<>dion. \Yhat is the position with regard 
to this matter·: I heard the hon. member 
for Burnctt drav .. ,ing attention to the faet 
that sonw of the ratoon cottnn displayed at 
thP Brisbane Exhibition reeeiwd lint place 
because of its quality. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LTCRE: The 
qnestion is vvho ·was the j ndge; 

B ON. \Y. H. BARXES: I am exceedingly 
sorry that the 2\finister should take up that 
s:and. I do not know who the juclg<' was. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'GLTCRE: That is 
..-ery irnportant. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARJ'\ES: I have judged 
products at the Exhibition. and I am per­
fectly certain that nothing 1eould deter me 
frcrn judging in the way that I belieYe to be 
right-I am now placing myself in the posi­
tion of the f'otton judge-I would judge 
according to what I belieYed to be right. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE: Quite 
so; but you arc not a cotton grader. 

Hox. W. H. B:\R::\ES: Xo; I would not 
undertake a task that I did not understand. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTl-RE: That is 
the point. 

Hox. W. H. BARXES: I claim that I 
perwnall.'- \Yould do what I believed to be 
right, and I nrn~t. gi..-e that credit to every 
orl1cr man who is a judge. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTliRE: I am 
not for a llll)rncnt reflecting on the hone.3ty 
of the j udgc. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARXES: I accept the 
}liuistt'r::-. as~nr.ance. If he is not 111 any 
'\ay reflecting upon the judge. then the 
other infcrcne0 i.s-I hope I an1 not n1is­
judgino; the .Hinistf'r-that the judge was 
not capal;lc. or lhat he \\'as prejuchced in 
fa your of ·ra,toon cotton. 

Tlw SECRET.IRY FOR AGRICrLTCRE: I do not 
,~ay that hP \Vas prejudiced. but I sa~- that 
lF~ -....-as not capable. I f-<1-,\- tl~at. because so 
far fl~ I kno,..- there were no cotton grader:' 
ill Auslralia at the time. c 
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Hox. \\". II. lL'\R::\E~: I do not know th0 
juds'e f~·on1 Acla111. ln~r, if hL\ did not under-
~1and \Yllat \Yas clonH::·. he .should not haYe 
und('rtakE•n '. ·ork. L.-I \Ynnlc1 like to sa~· 
further that l tl;ink the• J.Iini~tt:r is vi·rong­
in ·suggt_'"ting that at a big show like the 
Bri:;:bane Exl1ibition tho:c responsible would 
appoint auyonc ·,yho did not understand 
\:-L,n he \\·a~ doin!!'. The (;oYe,rnnH'lH .cay 
thc'Y are ont to s~tft•guard the indu:Stry and 
prc:tcct it fron1 pest:". Durin~ the -debatP 
,..,-,_:. haYP Lt•cu told tha.t a certain an1ount of 
iguora11c·c has JH'('yailed in counectiou \Yith 
raroon cotton n1ore particularly. and it ha.s 
eyen been sur.::~restcd that. if inYP:-3-tigation 
\ 1, ns 111acle intO~the pc~Lc· and disease.~ \Yhich 
haYe in other land~ atracl\:C'd what is known 
to them as ratoon cotton. it would lw found 
thal· that ratoon cotton is not at all the same 
as Queensland l'atoon cotton; in other \Yards, 
that the Yisitors from the old land haye 
InaJe a. n1istake so far as ratoon cotton in 
Queensland is concerned. I would suggest 
that in the interests of the industry a special 
inquity should be made as to the danger of 
growing ratoon cotton or otherwise. Sup· 
posing there is a grave clernent of danger 
{·onnerterl VYith it and that it is going to 
spread disease', who are the people who are 
1roing to suffer as a re~nlt of that"! \Yl1v 
the farmers themselYe'·· ! The man ,wh;, 
gTO\YS it is the lH'rson \vho is going- to suffer. 
The ::\Iinister must realise that~ there arc 
people jmt JS earnest as he is--I take it 
that the lllinistN is earnest-and he should 
take smnc steps to seC' whel'C ratoon cotton 
is being Q.TO\'Hl no\v. That should be 
speciall5· lll"'Otected. The Uoyernment should 
spend a little money in protecting it and 
see wha-t the result is going to be. \Ye 
must bear in mind that, if it tnrns out all 
right. there is going to be less work with 
it than there \\ould be in plantino· cotton 
year after year. Surely it shoutd be a 
streng argun1ent as to why action should be 
takeu by the Goyermnent. In connection 
with sugar-! am not saving that the 
GoYernment han' not intei·fered with the 
sugar indust!T, but I know what I mn 
~peaking aboUt in connection with it-I 
remember that \vhen I was Treasurer there 
was. some kind of cane that did not produce 
·-ufhcicnt sugar to warrant people continuing 
to grow _It. and naturally the people who 
were cultiYatmg it realised that it would not 
pay them to cultiva-te it anv further. There­
fore the :Ylinister in the ·interests of both 
sic~es-l~ePping ab~olutely in1partial and not 
bemg mfluenced by gentlemen like Colonel 
~yans-I ,azn. not 111ak:ing any reflection on 
~olonel EYa.I's-should take the matter in 
hand and see that no prejudice shall be 
allowed to step in in any wav to a.nnov or 
irritate m· cast out that' \Yhich mav be' the 
Yery best thing to retain in the interests of 
us all-namely. ratoon cotton. 

\Ye c.mnot pass lightlv by the fact that 
there are' thoee \dlO have 'been associated 
v~-ith the' in~lu.Hry ~or a long period \YhD ~ay 
·~nat the ::V~rn.rster IS \\Tong. That being so. 
If I \H'rc Il1 the position of the :iYlinister, I 
would be Yery ea rcful and would go into ths 
·whole '!latter to sec. that the objection was 
cnher fully substantwtecl or that tlw other 
,,ide recciyed a filir go. \Yhat ar~ the objects of 
the Bill?. The primary objec-t is to seek to 
help the 1nclustn· in QueenBlancl. As I said 
jn rny opening rC·1narks. lYe should deal with 
ir in the broadc~t possible ·wav. not onlv as 
it benefit· Quepn.,]and but as ·it benefits' the 
F.:n1J1irP. The hon. n1e1nber for ~Iirani n1ade 

1efnpnee. and ridlt]y "'· 1o the c·ffc·ct that 
a shortag·0 of rofton ·has· on the industry in 
the olcl countrY. The trou:,lc in Lauea:-3-hire 
uwny Year-s a~·o, whl'll then' \Yas ;:o 1nurh 
tnle~;lploynwnr.'"· ~Ya~ due to shortag:e o·i co!tou. 
In looking at the que~tion ro-da:: IYC haYe 

t<l feel that \Ye arc part and parcel of the 
.Empire. nncl \YC .should s_cck nr~t on~y to 
benefit our,t']ypc but tlw mdustnes ol tlw 
Ernpirc W' a whole. If by benefiting our­
~cl>cs \\·e can assisr ilw old land. \YP shall 
lw doing· a ~ig·na1 Imperial 8CrYiCP. \YC' are 
linked up with the old land. and ;vc haYe a 
ri~ht to help it. As far hack a 1398. 
34~000.COO !G. of cotton were importe-d from 
foreicrn countries into Britain. There is 
ther~fore a dntv ca·"'t on us to do our be·,t 
ln· tlw indusnv: The ::\linister-I S)Wak sub· 
jc'ct to correc:tion-,·aid in his SJWCch that 
the ya]nc of the output last year m Qrwen6· 
lanrl was £250,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LTl~RE: It was 
slightly oyer that. 

Hox. W. H. BAR::\ES : If the crop was 
\YDl"th that. ,yJ,y should ''"e not aim not only 
to haYe £250.000 worth prgcluced. but to. go 
on vear bv -..,·eal· increasin.g the prodLlruon, 
especially 'wli.en there is such an unlimited 
market? (Hear. hear!) It is important to 
j,lace the industry on a sound footing. Tl:e 
rotton indu~tr\~ can onlv be n1aintained In 
Queensland or' anywhere' else so ]gng as the 
price is sufficiently good. 

Rcierence was made this afternoon to the 
fac:t that years ago· we had the industry in 
Queencdan~L \V e know hmv the mills were 
subsidised bv the Go,·ernment of the da,· to 
trv to keep' the industry going. All about 
Ij}swich \YerC' a number of _ ginneries. ar;rl 
:Yiessrs. G. H. Wilwn and Co. had a null 
there. Cotton was grown at that time on _all 
the ,·acant land in the Yicinity of Ipswich 
and BooYal. The industry went out of exJ.st­
ence at that time largely because the pnce 
did not paY to culti,·ate it. Past GoYern­
lnents spEnt a lot of n1one.v in connection 
with the industry. 

I haye read the Bill very carefully. I 
notice that its objects briefly are-a 
guaranteed price : the Minister wants to 
guarantee a price in conjunction with the 
Commonwealth GoYernment to rat!iy an 
ao-reement that has been made: to make 
ad,·ances: and to deal with pest6 as they 
arise. The Bill giYes very drastic power~ in 
that direction. Inspectors haYe J1Qwer which, 
if they are not wisely used. may become an 
instrument of clang·er to the pr:ople engaged 
in the industn·. Care will have to be taken 
when appointing inspectors to see not only 
that thev are not dealers in cotton-because 
the Bill" sa vs thev must not be dealers-b~1t 
that ilwv 1inderstand it. The :'!Iinister said 
that the' judges at a certain show 11rob~bly 
ciir1 not under~Land 1,1hat they \Yere Judging-. 
\Yhere are we !ZOing to get peO])ie. :vho 
understand the ·11ests and different thilli,(S 
that crop up in connec-tion with this crop If 
we are fortunate enough to l1ave it? The 
penaltie-s see1n to n1c to he Ycr~~ ex:tre1ne. 
A penalty_ of £1_.000 Ol' imJ;risonment _for 
one year 1s prOYidecl for 1nrnngenwnb of 
certain prc\·i,sions of the Act. That seems to 
be a terriblv extreme penalty. I do not kno:v 
what the oi",inions of hon. members on tlns 
siclc of the House are as to th1s legJslatwn, 
but to me it i,s rather going to the extre1~1c, 
nnd is going to deter people frot_n. entern:g 
the indmtry. I hope that the "'IImster \nil 

Hon. 1Y. H. Barnes.] 
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see that ·r•C'!J :hs and irnprisonn1er..t are 
reduced. Gove.r:nrnent are to be given 

., IJsolutc hand under the Bill. (Jn{'e 
1-r pa~~se·d can do absoluteh· what theY 
iike. The. .arc 1n po<?ition T'o 1nake ai1 
, dYance c£ 5~(:. ~ I(·Y on aH cntton gro\YH 
Oll_ an __ a~ nor 0XC'ecding se acre8. I anl not 
qrl.ltc snre abont that clause. I understood 
the ~Iinister to ~ay that the GoYernrnent paid 
cut }ast sec.~o12 £5Cl.OCO in order to rssi:St the 
industry. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRJCL'LH'RE: Yes, 
lO::ighly that :· DlOlUl'.:. 

Ho;.;. 'IY. H. BARNES: If bi,- indusbT 
is to be e~t.: blished, then tile n1e; ·who are 
prenarcd f.'J <'Olne in and who are willinfr to 
helP thc i~1Jusrrv ><hould 1:._/o rnade to re;li.se 
that the GoyernrDent ;:)re not going to ha1nper 
them right at the ven- jump. TherE' 'hould 
be no Hil.L"!i"~tlon rs 'to the area. I notice 
tflat the Gc.·yern~nent re giYen full power to 
sell the crop. I also notice ~hat. the ovn1ers 
~ave to f·an~y out at the point of the revolver, 
f!guratively speaking. wl1atever the inspec­
tors direct them to dr. The inspectors have 
absolute immunity horn bccing prDceeded 
against when taking any act-km under the 
Bill. They mhy r,ot, howeYer, hav0 this 
ln1munit.y-I aHJ ·:-fJeaking as a peaceful 
rnan, and do not aclvo(~ate t~1is Inethod­
when thev nrobahi" have tc deal with an 
il'ritated farfner \Vh(J rnaY resort to fisticuff.-:. 

The SEem '!'ARY FOR AGRICL'UTRE: It will 
bt:: a surYivtd oi rf1c fdtest then. 

Ho;.;. W. H. BARNES: I do not believe 
ln that. In t}Jls c,.:mn·ection I 1night relate 
a little etory that, came to my kno,vledg-c 
'F h0n I hapr;ened to be Sccretar~.- for Public 
Instructio.n. ~\n it.inerant school teacher 
a~kcd s'\atic1D owner if he could take a 
ehort cut through the daticn propern·. The 
proprit:tor, or manager, said "~o: ~'On arc 
not a friend of 1ninC': vou \vill have tD go 
rcunci.'·' The ~tation 1;:-wn. looking at hiln 
]n the bug:gy-i1e was a big fellow, 6 feet 
hlgl1, said. "You urc no ~ood, and if :;-on 
get out c•f t'1at I ap I will show you that 
;ou .an~ nu gond. ·· Th0 t~,ach£>r said in his 
not" to ,ne, "\Vhat ronid I do i:mt g-et 
do1vn? I got do,;·n, and I 1vas able to sh'cnv 
him that I w.·s some good. (Laug-hter.) He 
rhen turned 1ne and said, 'You can go 
through now. :is all right, a.nd you can ":O 
throuu:h '·henever vou want to in future. • ·' 
I cnpi;osc tiw ::\linister would not, of 
such conduct. I wrDto across J}aper: 
" Ordinafil_y tht :Yiini::;tPr '"-ould not .a11proyc 
<:>f such conduct, in this < ·~•se ti,e end 
justifies tbc 1ncans. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTULE: Ir '' 
nr-c:Ps".:ary t•J gc:; dcnr,, to first princ-iple;, 
svmeti n1eB. 

Ho:--;. \V. H. B_\R,:"\IES: ThP inoper;or' 
1vill be \visc, when pr_·rforming thci r dutie~. 
not to irr~~rd ... n1e11 1vho .ii'C' hn.ving h1rd 
times. I pn,,- tlw Ll<m on the law'. 

The SEr:mnRY 1 OR AGRICGLTl:RE : The 
in~pectors '"j]l a ha{! tjn1o frorn the :.'\Iin-
jslcr if tht_~y th(~ fnnnel';;:. 

HoN. \Y. H. BAR:"\IES: I am ;::lad of that, 
end take credit for ha.virw elicited that 
intimation from the :Minister:~ 

Mr. GLEDSO::\i Jpsu.·ich\: I df'sire fir,t of 
&1J to congr:dulatc• the Minister on 1 he valu­
able inform,ttion that he g:1ve to the Home, 
and elso to congratulate the deputv leader 
Df the Coumry party for the very able address 
that he made on this Bill. I have been very 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

r;.lud1 inrercst12d in rhe cotron bn~incss for a:. 
nurnber of Tears anti ha Ye 1 .trefnl!v watched 
r,rocee-dings: I an1 surprised by t11e rcn:arks 
n1ade hY the hon. member for \Vvnnum in 
the latt~r portion of hi& "pccc!L becauf'e I can 
reme1J1ber a. tin1e when I 'i\'as before the hon. 
g-entlen1an in connection ·with a gas strikP in 
fp<wich, when he orderccl m<' out of his office 
for inciting- strife. :'\ow ,,-e haYe the . .hon. 
nl0n1bor saying that son1e irritated fanner 
'·.·ill be eoming- a!Dng and rcwrting to ilsti­
cn~f-'3, and justifying his act ioll. 

Hon. \Y, H. BARXES: That man 'youlc: 
ha YC' a case; you had not. 

:\1r. GLEDSO:'\: Thio Bill is a. ycrv im­
portant rncasurc, and it cen.ainlv has~ son10 
feJtnres in it that are deastiC; but we 
('ndea vourecl to find 1 he reason. \Yhen I 
first came to QuPensland 111any years ago, 
people vvcrc growing cotton about the Bun­
dnmba. district. It was grmvn arDtmd Ipswich' 
right out ro Hedbank Plains and the Booval 
c~istrict-. This area was at thal' time the 
greatest cotton-growing {1istrict in Queen.sland 
and wa'4. larger than anv area. on which 
CfJtton ha~ since been gro~1vn. As the hon. 
n'ember for \Yynnurn said. ginncries "''ere 
esrablishcd, and Joycc Brothers operated a 
mill in the district fDr a number Df vPars. 
They sn-uggled along und<'I' n ry ~civcrse 
clrcun1stances trying to keep the mill in 
operation) but wen.' unable iG do ::.a, for tiYO 

re-asons. The first re a2.on was the ~hortage 
d supplies of cotton, and the other, I under­
:-;land, was on aCC{)U1lt of the Yarietics of 
c·1tton. which \Ye-re not nniforn1. 

That is the position '"e iJnYc to consider, 
<!_Dd there arc seYera! n1atter.; whirh have to 
he dealt with. The Clpposit ion a.llegcJ that 
the Bill gi,·es the right to c>ne compnnv to 
be the solc bm·er of Du,· CDtton. The :\Iin­
istPr explainec!'r.lw rc•ason for this H'ry fully, 
but it nu1~T Lo necessary to explain the n1 tter· 
again to hon. nwmbc·rs of the Opposition, 
For years back there has bcPn practically 
n0 cottCJu grown in Queensland. The snu:dl 
quantity rha.t wa5 grown was tak.._;n lJy 
::\IcDonnell and East. ,vho mecl it for the 
purpo~e cf making mattre55es, pi1luw:;:, ond' 
qnilr-. \Ye were therefore faced wirh the 
fact that we were net a cotton-g-wwing 
c-olllHry. and that something had to be done, 
\~·-ht:n the Premier was in Eingland he was. 
in duty bouud to end ea \·our to fmd son1c com­
modity that c,>uld bo produced in Qucemlwct 
fo!' which the1·e would be a market. 1're­
vioush7 one of our tronbles hos been that lH' 

nroclu<:e col'!.lmodities for which IYC han! no 
;Yiarket. consequently the workn1f'11 en ~a~eJ 
in those industrie-s do not·. 'ivork full 1·in1C', or, 
i! they do, surh a poor price i~ obtained for 
rhe connnodit.ies that it dl'C'S not p11y to 
nroducc rhorn. The Premier found that ther'" 
~1• as a den1ancl in England fol' cotton. and he 
rrot in touch with rhose interc,tPd in the 
business. It. 1-vas beli•v0d that thPrc woulJ 
be a shortage of cotton throughout thl] "\Yorld 
rlJrDugh the failure of the American cotton 
( rop. The tnatter 1vas brough1 pron1inentls· 
bc·forc the Qw:eu:slancl Govcnnnent. anc1 E.!f.Cps 
\Yero tak{'l1 to introduc0 the jndu~tr"\' into 
~;hccnslancl. An offer was made bv the 
British-Amtralian Cotton Growing Associa­
tlon, who sa~d. " \Ve 1-viJl a.sslst vou t') estab­
lish the industry in Queensland; we will 
m-range for the erection oi ginneries, and 
fmd a market for the cor ton c'OU grow." 

The Government, looking after the onterests 
of the growers, accepted the offer. l say 
that any Government that refused to accept 
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-.urh an offE: r \Yould not ha Yt~ beer. act in~ in 
the bC'~t- i~Herest:s of the ccuntrv. If thj~ 
offer had lHJt been ac·c·L•pted, tiwre would 
h[tYC been no ginneries E'l't.'Ctt:·d a.nc1 no cotton 
grown. and \Ye :3hould haYf' bc·en in 1he snrnL' 
position that \YC \YCrt: in a fe,v years ago. 
This comrany han' put their money into the 
se:heme aud ha Ye now spent so1nev1here in the 
vicini!>· of £200.000 in machinerv ~\ll that 
the;: ,1re goin9; to ;:,·L·t out of it 'is the sati;;;­
fr:ction of establishing an ~ndustr·: here in 
Quecn,]and-- ·· · 

Mr. :\IORGAX: How mam· milliom did tlw 
Colonial Sugar Relining 'Con1pan~~ spend·: 
Yet you arc always Ol)l)Osed to th:_nl. 

Y..Ir. GLEDSO"\: \Ye arc opposL;l to the 
Colonial Sugar RC'fii1ing Con1pany having a 
Plonopoly of the suga.r indnf'tl'y and grinding 
du\Yn the pc~oplc \Yhu -~-ere cngagctl in it. 

1\lr. Cou.E~-: Hear. Lcar! 

i\Ir. GLEDSO"\: 2'\oi. oulv h'"l ihl '; ~ 
monopol~- of the refining. bur they o"·nerf the 
n1ilh and CYC'n owned the farn1er-:. bodv ancl 
soul. That is the rrason '"h'-7 \Yci·(· nn 
against thcn1. The Cotton Gr·o,Ying ~\2socia'­
~ ion do not own the fnrn1s or the Q.TO\Yer:;.. 
They n1ercly say.'' ).~on grow yonr rot1on, < ncl 
\\·c 1,;ill nutke arrangcrncnt~ \Yith YOnr Gn­
v0rnn1ent to erect n1achinery for gi'nning it. 
_'nd then ""X~;;~ \Yill n1akc arrangc111ents to bu:.7 

:ell the cotton thal you produce." 

The ,.-holr' of tlw argument of hon. mem­
ber, opposite is . "You should all:w· the 
farmers tn grow thPlr cotton and then ul]ow 
them to sav where tlwv \Yiil sell it." Ha,·e 
these farnl~'rs not had~ this OP11ortunity for 
the last ftftv vcar~ '? TheY bave Jh_·t ta.ken 
aclvantage t~f the po:;;itiun." and th0 Go\-n·n­
rnent h·1ye had to do sc,n1e~hing ro e~tablish 
the cotton illdustry. 

l\Ir. :\IORG.\X: The c;naramce csbb[i, heel 
the industry. 

1111-. GLEDSOX: The Go_vernment would 
be foolish to guaranteE' a price unless they 
saw son1e n1ethod of ginning and n1arketing 
the cotton. Became they do this. the Oppo­
sition. who claim to be the representatives 
of the grower-of cour::;.e th(y are not, the~­
onl.v claim to be-get up and say. "\Yhv do 
yon want to n;akc thi3 agreen1ent? \Yhy don't 
you allo\V the gro·wers to rnake an agreen1ent 
and be at the mercy of e_v-ery Ton', Dick, and 
Harr:~ who likes to come along and make 
..arra:r;_gement~ to bny their cotton?" I a1n 

.-orrv that mv old friend. ::\Ir. 
[5 p.m.] Dan~el Jones. has been introdur0cl 

into thi' ,(Jcbate. Opposition 
taembrrs arc using hitn a11d taking hin1 to be 
an ach·ocatc of ratoou cotton. :\h. Daniel 
Jone.- i' the one mau in Australia who ha> 
had faith throughout in the cotton industr0·. 
Right fron1 the tinH~ he \Yas a cotton-grov:er 
n1any year::; ago he ha~ been th0 onE' nwn \Yho 
has conlinuallv as, istcd the Government. He 
.has been tbe ·one 1nan "\Yho has continualh"' 
placed his sen·ices at the disposal of those 
who \Yere out to help the cotton indnstry: 
but \H-! find now·. bcc·anse in good faith hP 
told tht farmer> that if the;.· g-rc\v the ratoon 
cotton there would be a market for it, mem­
ber~ ... of the Opposition are u~ing his staten1ent:; 
and '": ing he has ach·ocatcd the gro\Ying· of 
raioon cotton. He may be quite right for the 
first y('ar of tatooning. I have gone full~ 
into this matter. and from the information 
I can gather. the first :-;ear's ratoon cotton 
J~a:v be good. I "-Upposp that. if you got an 
.('Xped- cotton gradl'r and gan.' hin1 a. boll 

r:o1 
het ,c•cn til t\YO. It ~11av \le 
the differPlF">:.'. be-Cdll~e -thn"'L \Yho haYc had 
ex:pericnct~ in rhe rotton industry tell rn2 that 
in the tir:--t vear of rtuoonin..';· there is Ycrv 
1itdo differCnrL'. an~ somct-itnes the fir.s"t 
ratoon cotton i~ cYen better than the annual 
rotron In a t.h·v se:::uon YOU n1a \" nor the 
Hlnh: lenQ.·th of ~tal)lc· fro;n d1r- ~ cotron 
1 hat YOU- wou!d <J.'t:t fl'o~ll nnuon cotton. but 
I iin~1 fro1n v.-bit I ha\~e read about the 
busine-;-:: that the tr.)uble l"i rhat the 8taple 
dc'tcrioratt:'.OS not onh· in leugth. but al~D in 
stren:.nh: and th1t · aft1T rllc tirst vt1 ·u· the 
1"tl(J(J~l cotton cl~)~' nor ~:iYc thr sam·1_· len£rtil 
et ...,tapic the 3-allll.::O ~t1~engtl1 of a; i5 
lll"CH1·;rP•1 aunual cotron. Thi:;; been 
in·'JI-c·l rl:lOllghout the \vorlt1 L~- n1en 1vho 
have n:adc a "'tnd>: of rh·-:. indusu·....-. It ha:" 

t-xpLtinC'~l to Illt~ thc1t tbl\ ~pinning 
to ~nit cotton of a cert~-,in 

are three tlii1t-:.rent 9.·ear:-. 
:'"'tanle it ~int r­

tht: -thread and 
bu.-.jne;o;~- and if 

ThP Bill ha~ br·t\n int1·oL1ucPtl to pro,-idc 
that onl. tiw !Jl'-t eotron shall he produced. 
As the ~Iini~rcr 'er:.- aptl~- pointed out. \vl;.en 
\'it' are P··rabli::;hing- an i!ldustr~, we n1ust see 
that on~:v the l.Je::;t t.. nton is produeecl. . .. ·-\)1 
the infonnation we haYP bu.:-n able to obtarn 

to proYc that the best cotton is produced 
the a11nual plant. thPrt fore the Govern­

IllC'~lt are quite rig-ht in prohiUiting the grow-
liE!' ratoO!l cotton ~o that the industl':'-~ 
rna1. C'~tabli--hed on a :'Ound ba:"is. \Ye do 
nc,t 'Y.ll!l to estQblish an industry that will be 
~~uc, ·.'::-~ful onh- when there is a shorta~:e in 
tht"' -.,r:llll's Production of cotron. ancl one 
that will b~ unprofitable to the grower3 when 
dt!ter countries produce nonnal sup11lics. The 
hem. n l'mber for Bm·netr and other hon. 
Ill:.!--nl1cr~ opposite "\Yant the right to gro\v 
eitl1e1' annnal cotton Ol' ra roan cotton. and 
thev f'a'.- the ratoon cotton could be use.d 
for.othe~· purpo~ps than spinning. That Inight 
be d11 right so long- as we could keep control 
of th~:.• lnt:::.incs:':, but if v e allO\Yeli ratoon 
cotton to be grown. how \'rould '"e kno\Y, or 
bo\v would anvbodv cbe kno\L that tlw cotton 
coming into the glnneric' to be export_ed \Vas 

rrll annual c-otton? \\' e ha_vc entered m to an 
agr ~elEent \Yith the Briti&h-~~ustralian Cotton 
A . ..,sociaUoJt to f'lliJlll:v thcn1 v:ith the best 
<trticle. and this Bill will Jn·o_vide, so far as 
we Kn:)\V, that onl 0• the be>t cotton will be 
J..;L"OWlL and \YP can only produce the be~t 
r:otton b.\ plrnning annuall~,. 

I \Yas sorrv to hear the hon. l11E'll1lwr fo1 .. 
\Y ~ nEunl sa,,- tha r the GoYl'l'ntnent should 
no.t L-2 infltu~uccd b• expert-:: \Yho con10 here 
to J.~sist tile GoYe.rnnu:-nr to est a bli.~h the 
c )tt()Jl ir~dustn:. I did not like that rL>marK: 
at all. bcrau::;C I 1 nke it the Govcrnn1ent are 
"' 1 likel0 to panclP1· to the B1·i\ish-Australian 
Cotton Assoria1inn or to anYone else. \Ye are 
oui to scf> that onl~- thE"' 1~e~t articlt- j.-; pro­
duced: "-p arc ont to SC'C' rhat we grow an 

we art""• able 10 sell. Tho ~Iini~ter 
rn spe0rh pointE'd out that th<' serYices 
cf a t',"cntlctnan had been offer0-cl to us to 
help establish the indmtrv on a >'otmd com­
nu•J< :fll basis. Thar wa::-' a \-ery tine. offer 
ilH~ced. Thc11 gcntlt·man is now here wnhout 
mn si!lish~r n-totiy(·. There ,,·as nn need for 
h irn to corne here. TherP was no need for 

Mr. Gledson.} 
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tlw Briti,h-Amt nllian Cotton _\"ociation to 
J~e.n hi:' -.:en·iccs to n:S at all, but '"~' haYP got 
Lu.~. nnd IYP are thankful to kncny that" \YC 

haYe :-;omeonc '>Yho is a:1 expert ia tlw Lu~i-
11('':3. \Ye :<.a.\- thc•n) is no sini~tcr lnfluence 
behind hi." IHll'k in cmnLcbon ''ith tlw c~talJ­
Ii:dHnent of rh~ indnstr.Y, and I a1n ~on·y that 
rhe ~t<.ltClllE'llr th<-.tt ~uch a thing is being do11c 
at u~l ~lH;uld ga1n crrdencc. 

It \Ya' al,o -t:ttcd that tlw indu,tn cannot 
Le cctah]i,Jlf•d \Yithout the expenditi.u of a 
(·f'danl an1ount of l11011CY. Thl1 ::\linistf'r ha~ 
.-tated that \Ye hu.-e already spent £50,000 in 
t1·::! ne: to l's1·abli.:::..h the' iuduHrv on a sound 
l~:t-i•. He also \\-ent further ,;m] ec.aid that, 
Jf Jt ro;t J:250,0~0 to c•,tablish the cotton 
Jndu::'try on a ~onncl cornn1c·rcial basis, it 
:\·oul_d be good buf-iu~~ss for Qupensland. So 
1t, \nll be goocl busim'"' for Que:'nslancl: but 
"\\Td:-;t ='l1f'l1rbng that arnount of rnoney, we 
1nust SL'() thal· the rountry is protect eel and 
then thP_ L1rn1crs tHe not allo\Yed, e\~f'n if 
!hc:v dc:su\ to do so, to t!.TO\\" ratoon cotton 
1£ Jt \nil mjure the industn. Thcv should 
uot lw allowed to do anything ini;ni;al to 
!he Inter ·sts of the country or inimical to the 
Jn_te~·ests of other fanners ·who are quite 
'' 1llmq· to produce the Lest cotton. \Yhile 
t)stabli~bing th~~ indu"tr~- \\"L) haye a Tight to 
Jll'otcct tho-"'P fan1wr·:- fl·om th laz"/ fanner" 
Y ho want to put in cotton cYery fiye or six 
year:-:; and Hot pla.nt Dnnually, as is necessary 
to gTow the Yer.v beot quality cotton. I do 
not mten~l to take up any further time. I am 
pleased tnat the Bill prot ccts the farmer who 
1~ atten:ptrng to do. the right thing, and the 
Gcn·el11111Pl1t arc qurtc right in seeing that no 
loopholes arc left open for auyone to make 
a nH::,.-:: n£ an Induf;tr:v ·which can and :;;houlcl 
b '· L"rablished on right commercial lines. 

}lr. ?\OTT (Strwlry]: I think we are all 
at one _as to the great .-alue of establishing 
a lle\Y Inc~ustl'y,. E':3perially a prin1ary indus­
try, at this particularly tt·ying· period in the 
history uf (~w•ensland. It is not onlv desir­
able that \Ye should establish the· cotton 
~nd.ustry m Qw•enslaud for our own sakes, but 
It JS alw de_"rablc that it should be estab­
hs~cd for the sake of industrv in Great 
Br1taw. In regard to that matteT there is 
a lntle prehee here to a book bv :Mr. 
Dunstan of ihe Imperial Institute which I 
would hkc lo read, because it illustrates the 
n,cce~sity of producing cotton within the 
En1pn·e. It says-

. " Among the industrial problems aris­
mg· from the \Yar one of the most impor­
~ant IS. that of the future of our textile 
mdm.trH"·, especiallv in relation to the 
sources fl'om which they deri.-e their raw 
mater1al, an,d the possibilitv of drawing 
these to a wrger extent than \Yas the 
case before 1 he war from countries within 
the Empire.'' 

I. think that, both from Queensland's point of 
Yiew and the" En1 pire' s point or Yie,y the 
e~tabli~lnnf'n~ of the cotton industr""',~ is' parM 
tJcularly dc,Iro.blc. ' 

\\-c knm1· that in Years o·one bv there has 
!wen more than one 'attem~t to ,;stablish the 
cott~n mclust•·c- in Queensland. I han• been 
p.a.rtirnlarh~ irJi0rc:::ted in cotton cultiYation 
fm· 'ome\Yhere about thirty years, especially 
i\'ht•n I 'Ya"' a ~Ug'ar-gTO\Yer and a. rnillnwner: 
a~ \Yt..., IYPre YPry anx:.iou::> to obtain a crop 
th8.t ,- _oulcl a.ct b:"~ vi-a~~ of a change iYhen 
ploug·hmg out and before replanting sugar­
rane. ! ~UPlJOSP the n1ost coinn1on crops 
grown for thu purpose used to be maize, 

[Jlr. Gledson. 

pun1pkin~, a"!rl in ~on1c ca.::.es potatoes; but 
111 ::-orae Jnst(l.nces cotton iYaS tried. In 19'27 
o1· 1908l spcakint.; fron1 n1ernory. thcrc iYcro 
o"\-el' 70 acres of cotton of different" ki11d~ 
planted up in the ::.\Iul~TaYe area, and tho 
''Ottotl procluc·ecl there all had to he artifici­
allv clried. A number of those cotton fibre~ 
''~ c'iT ~cnt to Gcnnanv and En~dand for te;;.t~ 
ing by the Torchon ~1nethocl o't ir-s6ng, a1~d 
of the 5;1n1plcs '2t'nt the ratoon cotton san1ple~ 
hC'ld their own in regard to strength and 
cle>irability from a textile and manufacturing 
point of yjcy,·. PreYious1."'· Dr. Tho1natis, of 
Cajrn~, prodncf•Ll what he ('allcd Carayonica 
cotton. I had the pleasure of obtaining son1e 
of the first >cccls of that cotton and sendino; 
them do'Yn to Bnndabcr,;. The cotton pro-­
duced on tho·c shrub' qscd to .-ary with the 
seaw.on. For i1~-:tance. if the season was a 
particularly gc,od Olll', pCI'haps the fourth 
ratoon cotton .-.-ould be superior to the second 
or m-en to th<' firs!" ratoon cotton. That 
cotton grew there for about hYcl.-c or thirteen 
year·· After the:- had been growing for 
about nine yf•ar~ the cotton \Yas sent to 
}lanchester f~r tectiHg. where it \Yas reported 
upon as being particularl:, desirable in regard 
to quality and strl'ngth of staple. \Yhen we 
had the rot! on in<lustn here in pre.-ious 
years, it \Yas not that the cotton was not of 
a goocl qualit,- ur that it did not grow Tight 
-it was not in,:cct pests or the fact that it 
\ns ratoon cotton that put an end to the 
industry, but simplY that the price was 
unrcn1uneratiYE'. }laking inquiries in re~rard 
to other coqntries certainl.v is .-cry desirable, 
but vou ha.-e k do it \Yith a f.\l'Cat deal of 
caution. Are conditions which 'hold good in 
other countries applicable to Australian or 
Queensland conditions~ \Ye knmY that if 
you are cxperin1cnting here ·with crops gro1yn 
in other parts of the worlcl-I ha.-e had the 
pleasure of doing a great deal of e•qJeri­
lllCllting- in one way or another-you 1vill g:et 
r0:::.ults fron1 gTO\Ying ::;:red'3 fron1 other coun­
trie8 -which m·e rather surprising. I have 
g"rown a plant called okra-and. be- the way, 
it happens to be· a near relation of cotton­
and se.-eral other plants. In the very first 
season a naii ,-c insect attacked them and 
almost wiped them out. \Vc ha.-e plants 
belonging to the cotton family here. so that 
we can expect a number of our natural insects 
to prey on the cotton bushes. 

\Vhen speaking on a former Bill during the 
present session. the leader of the Country 
party instanced the fact that, when he first 
< ame to the Downs he was quite sure that 
he could raise lambs. He set out to do it, 
but found that it was not profitable. Then, 
if I remember rightl,\·, he turned his attention· 
to \Yheatgrowing and stuck to that for about 
elm-en vears. and he found that the loc.al 
people ,~-ere rig·ht in each case when they told' 
him that it "·as not the class of husbandry 
that should be carried out in that localit.-. 
He then took up dair.-ing. and I think he 
has found that far more satisfactorY th u1 

Pither of the other h.-o bmnches of iJ1dustry. 
I arr1 Jneni-loning· that ju~t to show tha't, 
although the lion. member had experience in 
Vietoria, lw found the conditions here so 
mark0d that hi:::. Southern f'XpPrif'ncc did not 
hold f!Ood in Qu,•ensland. and much lees so 
will the cxpl'ricnce af another country hold 
good. 

J.nothrr thing· I \Yould like to dra\Y atten­
tion to is our ._fiura. Con1pare tht) flora of 
Australia and Quee,.-land \Yith those in any 
other part of the world. They ha.-e in other 
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p~rt;3 of the \vol'!tl ]~:avc:-: of varim.1s :-;hapcs. 
1\ hen 'Ye come to (~ueensland 'Ye find that 
cxceJJ.t in ~l1r• sc~'ubs, the eucal~:pti have d 
peculiar k1ncl 01 leaf -which is not verv 
common in other parts of 1hc world. Then 
aga111, "\Yho would have thouo·ht fron1 the 
expcricncp in other parts of the world that 
s1da retu~a, noogoora ~urr, or even prickly­
pear 'yould haYe run not as thcv haye done 
111 (~ucen,land? In regard to this there is a 
little incident in regarCl to a certain kind of 
ban1boo that can1c under 1ny notice 1nanv 
years ago. It was plantE'd in Queensland 
somewhere about 1886. There were t'yo plants 
p~1t 1n,. and there \Yas no sign of then1 run­
lung l'lot or sending their suckers under 
the groun~ and ron1ing up a distance away, 
and they JUSt about hold their own till after 
the 1902 drought. "\Yithin a period of six 
months after that drought a gang of thirty 
or forty men had to be put on to try to keep 
the growth from those two little plants in 
check, and for the next three or four years 
gangs of about the same number of men had 
to be put on at different times to try and 
:xtermmate 'Yhat had become a peot, and 
1t was eYcntually .exterminated. Then again, 
our fauna aho Il_lustratc the fact that in 
~.\l!straha the conditions arc diff0rent to those 
ll1 ~my othe:· part of the world-our mar· 
supwls, for Instance. and then we have the 
platypus and the ceratodus. Xot Yery long ago 
people used to say that m Australia the birds 
were h1ghl:v coloured, but that thev had no 
son~. .~-\m angst our birds, . a.s evCry good 
~..\n~traluu_l know~, ar0_ song bnds-in Queens~ 
]and partrcularly-whrch beat any 'ong birds 
m a?y other .Part . of the. woi·ld. (Hear, 
hea,: .) 0': th1s _pomt another little illus­
rratr_on wh1d~ IS rntcre;;ting· is the result of 
the rntroductwn of rabbits. \\"hen thev were 
broug·ht h<:re nobody thought that the:;, were 
gOillg' to ll1Crsase and OVel'l'Ul1 the CUOUlltl'V 

as tl1ey haYe {[one. Even experts would no't 
haYe _dreamed that the rabbit would have 
done m Australia \vhat it has done. 

I "·ould like to make a few remarks with 
reference bJ C'xpcrt opinions as to ratoon 
cotton .. I shall refer to one or two para­
graphs m the report by Mr. ·wells and Mr. 
Evans by way of illustration. In one place 
he refers eo th~ inferior class of cotton O'rown 
in India am: China. I would just lil<e to 
~ay here that the chief reason why tho cotton 
1!1 In~-h~. to-cla,y has deteriorated to such an 
e;--tent rs be~ause the s~me policy as the 
Govcrnrr1ent are propos1ng to enforce in 
Queensland was adopted there many Years 
ago. In sur>port of that statement :i: ,vould 
hke lo ']UOte from a book written bv Mr. 
Erncst. Gou_lding, D.Sc. (London). F.I."C., of 
the ScJenti11c and. Technical Department d 
tl~" Impet·Jr.l Insntute, with a preface Ly 
V\ yl1l:ham. R. Duns tan, C.M.G., LL.D., 
F.R.~ .. DHN·tor of the Imperial Institute. 
The hook ·· 1.~ '"l'lt~(1 ~l not Ycry long ago for 
1he purpose of adYising and assisting in the 
productwn of cotton in the British 
Donumom. lt explains that Indian cotton 
almos\ cx::lns1Ycly ~npplicd the British n1anu­
fac1 unng ll~·-!ustr.v till it was replaced by a 
product 'Jf tlw ·cnitccl States-

.. IncJ[,:_n cotton \Ya~ aln1o~t cxclusiye} .... ,r 
cp1J:lo~.-r:'~:l in the Briti~h cotton indu~tr~~ 
dunng Ii::; early year:;:, but \\as sub::~c­
O~lCntly t~placccl b:;· the product of the 
l mted ~'rates. :\Inch of the fibro 
forn}erly produced in Inclia was of a high 
grade~ bi:t. dnring the last 100 vcars en~ 
.~o. a ~tri~ing change has takci1 11lace. 
tshort-~taplE.:d, inferior Yari~ties have 

app0ar:_,_l, and h<tYC bccon1c cli::JtriLurcd 
tl!roLq1Jouo the country. whilst the culti­
Yation of finer kinds has been great1":­
l'C'~'t rictc;d.' ~ " 

Xo doubt the GoYcrnmcnt ''ant to sec thar 
only the Lest is gro\Yn in Queensland, anl~ 
the .. are sEttinr; out to clo it. But just listen 
to the canoe.; which brought it about-

" Tlw t a uses of thi3 change 1nay be 
briefly indicated. In the l1rst place the 
introJuction uf gi11njng n1achincr.J; led 
the growers in n1a1r:. localiticR to cea:38 
their cus~on1 of ginrling their cotton 11,: 
hand '"'" resen-ing their seed for sow­
mg, aliCl induced them to send their 
prodncc to the public ginning factories, 
wrth tlic result that cotton from widely 
separated areas \Vas rnixC'd together. 
The S('ed was returned to the cultiYatOis 
without discrirniuation, and thus it 
common!:- happened to be quite unfitted 
for the particular locality in which it 
was to bo sown.n 

I submit :lmt is exactly .,-hat happened last 
season. I understand that the Governn1e!1t 
hud some particularly good seed, but t ho 
sr,~d they are distributing· to us to plant for 
th1s commg cwp has been obtained in exactlv 
the. :'ame "ay us the book describes th0 
Inchan seed was obtained. 

Another paragraph from the report of the 
expel'ts I would like to quote to hon. mem· 
bers is-

" Ratoon cotton endangers the mainten­
ance oi the purity of well-bred strains 
of cotton." 

If :;·ou lHtYe c. well-bred established strain of 
cotton, by gelling seed from it-by ratooning­
and _not gro,ving any other var~ety in the 
locahty-~'OU are "lll'C :vou are going to keep 
that YaJ·iety i but, if you are going to 
distribute seed, every tin1e the flovver appears 
there is a chftnce of cross-fertilisation. If 
you keep 011e ratoon plant year after yea1· 
you can n1aintain the same ;-:,train of cotton 
from that plant; but the more often you 
plrmt seed obtained as the seed which is 
being distributed this vear has been obtained, 
the loss chaJoce you ha~·e of getting pure seed. 
In my cotton patch there are at least seven 
Yarieties of cotton, eYerv one of which has 
a different length of staple and a different 
twist in th0 lib res; and besides those seven 
\"arictics tht L'O arc perhaps a dozen crosses 
between ihoo.c varieties. \Yhcn I send that 
cotton to the ginnen·-as I haYe been scndinrr 
it this w~r-nobodv can tell me that it ]~ 
cotton ,;f equal sta1;le, and I would be sur­
prised to k110w that anv cotton of a more 
unequal '3taple was sent" away from Queens~ 
land. But it seems to me that even cotton 
oi o~n· unertual staple 'vas of son1c use. 

J\1r. BcLCOCK: \Yould that not be accen­
tuated if you ratooned that crop? 

2\lr. XOTT: Xot necesoqrily. It might 
be CYPncd np. becau::-e certain varietil'S ·will 
bccolne dcnninant jn a. certain loca.lltv. rrhose 
Yarietics which suit a l)articular localitv 1vill 
11roJuce the hcaYiC1't crop:" and overshado-w 
1he unsui~abic Yarictie8, ;:;o that in the second 
yc'ar they wiH g·i....-e you a greater crop th'lu 
:,~ou can get fron1 your n1ixed cotton. That 
contention has been clen1onstratcd in the 
sngar ticld·"· \?"on can plant all the mix~d 
Yarictie' \ J cane you like. but certain Yarie­
ties will dominate and kill out the others. 

Another argument put by Mr. Evans and' 
:\Ir. \Ydls-I am picking out these extracts to· 

Jlr. 1Yott.] 
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!:-how the yn,]nc of the opinion of these 
•CX,'Jerts-rc)fcr~ to the nnrchabilit-r of sprin6 
o·ainfall. H i" said- · 

" It 11>ts been said that the unrcliabilit·: 
of sprill~~· rainiall ir11perils the prospec:t 
of oar I v gern1ination. provPd so desira Lle 
during thL' ])ast sea:-son's operations. Thi.s 
i-z not lJ.ccossarily true." 

,i little -~vhilc ago lYe saw in the "Dail;-t 
1\Iail" a graph Hlustratin; the soa::·011S of 
·QucC>n;.o.lan:-1. 'Ye haYe rnctorologicd data for 
sixty y0a ·:s to show that Q1<e2nslancl does. 
uHfortunah:l;, \,uffcr from dry springs, anJ, 
·when an expert fron1 ..:\n1~'rica n1akos 'Uch 
a statcn1ent as that, his opinion should bG 
d:.countccl t0 a great extent. On that point 
I would just like to quow the heading of an 
.crtjcJe in the .. Sunday Tirnes'' of \Yestere 
_._-'\.ustrnlia-I shall no~ 'take up the tirne of 
the Hou -e by reading extracts from the 

rticlc itself-
" The Curse of the Imported Cotton 

Expcru." 
There they co;"'idcr that the imported cotton 
-experts ha''' been responsible for throwing 
Lack the coi tOll inclustn- for two Years. Here 
\H' hav·c had <- number 'Of experts" from differ­
<' ut parts of the world. \\' c hud c; YC!'Y 

.Lighl_y paid l'XpPl t i!l the ;,ugar indnstry­
Dr. ~\Iax\-c>ll. 

J\Il'. Hn:,:·\: You de not blame the Labnu;· 
party for l~is appointn1cnt, do you': 

l\lr. :\'OTT: X o, but I know a good deal 
about tbe (Jncstioll, and I kno\v ho\V much 
he did fur the sugar industry. ~-\s to 'vhr, 
-'.ppointcd him. what abrmt the importe·l 
driller 1lf tlH~ Hon1a bore? In ncarl v evt~rv 
instance \Yf.) have Lc(·n sorry for in1.portinG­
lhese experts. 

Th•J SECRET.\Rr TOI! AGRICrLTCHE ·. If that 
.i~ ~ :)Ur argurncnt, v;hy did vou go to German7 
.tn be educatPd ;· • · 

J\Ir. XO'I''l': I went i o Germanv to com­
{Jlete my experience as well as mv 'education 
and I think the ,-i.~it was particul'Urlv useful { 
but let nw tell the l1on. gentlema'n that I 
was an Aush·alian-trainecl bm till I fm·tun­

.ately got the opportunity to go to Germanv 
o"nd other parts uf the 'world to extend m~­
:~.gricultun:d kno·wlcdge and experience. and 
I would lnvc, been foolish and wantin~ i:-t 
Australiun Lrains if I had not acceptel the 

-<:hance. 
[5.30 p.m.] 
The SECHETAHY ron AGRICCLTcHE: It was a 

good inve.<tmcnt on your part. 
~,Ir. NO'I'T: I was an Australian who went 

a Lroacl to learn. 
The SECHETARY FOR AGRIC'CLTCHE: \Yhy 

conde1nn experts? 
. Mr . .::\OTT: I am not condc·mning cxpc-rts, 
'..;tH they should obtam sufficient experience 
of a country before thcv give advice n.Cout 
ir. The Go ferntnent ha {·o on son1c occasions 
ACcepted expert advice. There at·o case~ 
\1" 1lere they ha vo taken C'xpcrt a-dvice in wbich 
.they .have hccn very sorry fo: it, and I am 
certam thac there are many returned soldiers 
'ho are also sorry. The Secrf'tar.- for Public 
Iustruction and the hon. rnemLer for Bremer 
a little while ago said that the GoYemment 
had tak0n expert uch-iee on thP esta.blishrnent 
or the Coominya Soldier Settlement. Look 
--; [ lt no IV. 

l\fr GLED30X: The expert was a local man. 

1 
i\Ir. NOTT:, I am not denying thnL In 

··{J1_at case the Government took expert Dclvice 
wnhout dw' care-that is what I am cira.w­
i<:..1g attention i.o. 

[Mr. Nott. 

Dealing with the qm'stion of ratoon eotton. 
I am satisfied that in n1anv of rhe other coun­
tries ·where they uch·ocate~ annual crop~ tbf'y 
\Yontcl be• only too g·bd to ratoon if 1hc~· 
could. Th,,,- do not ratoon. simply beceu>e 
1 hey canuoi prod nee ratoou eo1 ton. The 
ratonn cro11S in other parts of the \Yo:dd q-ivc 
a dccr.:asecl yield as cDn1pareJ 1.vi th the 
a~1nual erop. whereas in ~-\u.stralia I think 
you will find that there is an increased neld 
;Jf 50 per cent.. 100 pc1· ccm.. ot· 150- per 
c .. "'nt. jn th0 ratoon crop DYC'r the annual r··op. 
The ~li:liHl'r said that we bad vc•L'\- little 
rcitoon rott.:)n in Queensland. I d:lre say 
there yra5 not a great deal of ratoon <anon 
reported .. but I can irtforn1 hon. nH~n1hor:--: 
that a farmer in one loca.lit -,- that I know of 
f.:" nt in plant cotton and recCiYed a return of 
£30 Pl'l' ao'P. Between that patch aud his 
rH:ighbour·~ 'qts onJy a \virc ft'll('P, ;::nd the.-;e 
two pcr:->oll'- in talking till' Inntte;· o•;1' \n~re 
agreed that the ratoun cotton ·yras the supenor 
('(ltton and l)H.'v sPn1" it doY'i-"11 a.:- pL1nt C'otton 
and receiYecl ·at the rate of £48 per acre 
fnr it. 

The SECHETARY FOH AGHICCJ.TCHE: Do yon 
encourage that kinLt of thing: 

i\lr. :\OTT: It did not conw from m:· 
(·lrctor<HC'; it caJnC' fron1 '\Yilhiu 50 Jniles of 
Bl:islnue. ~ r11 hl' }k'l':'fJD C011Cf'rllC'd .3Cllt do\Vll 

a sn1all quantit~· ilr.st a.nd a:5ked for ~t l'CliOrt 
Clll it. and hC' wa~ toht that it -..va...: ,;rorth 
5~d. per lb. ColH'qnently the rest of it -.ns 
sent do,VIl as plant t")tt·)n. The Look I ha...-c 
1nentionN.l. in dealing ,,-ith the cultivation of 
cotton in Eg·ypt, sa)·:-:;.-

" Jn recellt vcars the ti.n1e of n1atnrit\· 
of the rrop hh~ been acrc•Jc.ra.tcd by s0lcC. 
tion. and in addition jt is no~.\- ron1n1011 
for 70 per cent.-cO per cent. oc the crop 
lo Le gathered at the 'first pi~king-. The 
Ja~t l- n·tion of the crop is picked as 
an interior cot ton. It i.s not Jnixcd with 
the other portions of the cJ.'Ol\ but is .3old 
separately.'' 

That is nor the picking of ratoon cocton; it 
is the picking of plaut cotton. The book 
further :-;tates on the san-1e s.uhject-

" There is little daub,, that in earlv 
time the cottons of Indi ,. were grmY;l 
entirely a.s perennials, and r.he san1e is 
true of those of Egypt. rhe cotton p]a!lt 
which was introduced into thP htter 
countn· bv JumcL in 1820. being described 
as a p.L'rc'nnial tree. As the demand for 
cctton in(TC'ascd. it was donbtlC?s::. 
obsen-cd that a mor'' rq·nlar crop could 
be obtained by planting afresh each year. 
and probably" for this nason the peren­
ninl fDl'nJS v;cro g1·aduaJly replaced by 
annuals.'' 

So it ,, ill be the case in other countries . 
" ::'tloreover, \vhen the plant is culti­

,-ated in a climate \Yhich during part of 
the •·ear is hostile to its growth, the 
plants naturallv die off during the 
unfaYourable sE'a.son, and annual plant­
ir:g thus becomes inevitable." 

The opini(lll I an1 going to quote w:l~ come 
io after a stuch· of the cotton quesnco:> all 
oYer the ~,". orlci, especially in the Bri ti~h 
Dorninlon~-

" The cation plant is exceeclingl.>·.liable 
to ,-ariation. and con~equcntl,\_. e:x:1sts. 1n 
yen- mmn· forms. The chief fRctors 
v,h]ch infhience this tcndencv to var;ation 
are diH\:-rc>nces in .oil, clitllate. and en~ 
Yironn1cnr.·' 

1 hope the Government will not forget that 
these main features cnunt ior a lot. C)n the 
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,question of pure seed l wo~tl..l like io point 
c 1t that in Hawaii. in 
a good drnin of cotton 
its iclcntitJ) it ha:' bt:en fnun• 
Jesirable to plant euttin~:--. Tha-; l:':' an nn­
portant n1aiter, and worthy .IJt Y·~·r:" cJ:;_·c-fui 
cGnsidcration. \Ye ha~,._, a. c~·op3 
other than cotton that can a~;d 
pruned. PTuning a i the· \\T<'lh .. 

\-0ar or incorrccth- hn~ n -., -
~-:tfect on the produC·t. IYhc·rea..; prnn­
]p~ usually inlproYt\s the product that ~.-on are 
:-ru:leavoul'lng to grow \Y,· that 
lt!Ccrnc ancl sv.ga.r-cant::· 
·ti1nc and tinlP again. 
rnen1bcr for I\liraui 
that, if you gPt c .pen,; 
the world, theY 1 -oulLl 
rn ad to ra to01; 
o! the world. nlOl'l~ 
-._hey only grow it n.s an anEuctl 

raioon it for a nutnLc.: ot 
not very far aw,ty irmn 

If thr'y \Vant to keep the ·!Cc1 
to another. theY haYL' 10 L·o-.:c·r 
Q.TOund a.nd pu't trash OYC'l' H tu 
from the verv hean· fm>t'. 
r11an fron1 tliat pa1:t of t:lc 
thought of ratooning ~·ugar-c 
ho would tell vou that ou it. 
Even in v:hcatbrowin.Lr ~:e 111 

that we allcvi-' sheep on the whcnt 
sta.gE". I contL'ud th~~t th~· ratoon cntton 
olant IYill stand the clrcuglL. D l2.Ll I c_~-~n g j 

80 far ns to say that rat0on {'Otto:l Wll.t pro­
ducp a good crop v h,_·rc i1 is inll>o:.:.;sibll' to 
cbtain a crop from t.:h' annt;_al cot·Lon It 
looks as thongh \Yl' are g·Jing tn lEtYt.' a great 
df...rr.l >Of trouble in c~tabli5hin~ au annual 
crop, vvhcreas, if ·we are nllo\\'.._·d to t:ttoon it 
tho plants will he tbere. Thc·rc i- one 
advantage in ratooning- ·which has not yet 
been Rtro~sed Yerv rnnch. and th.:L i3. if Y\-'e 

·C'lll get decent sl)ring l'ain. \\·e 2hall be able 
10 harvest the crop in Dccen1ber. \vherca . ..:: 
1vit.h the annual crop we can onh· h1r..-e~t it 
in February, J\Iarch, or ~-'lpril. - SonH> lJOn 
rnembors haYC spoken about thl· effect of dry 
weather on this crop. \Ye lwpe to h~,·e wet 
seasons again in Queen,larnl-it wouL1 Le 
disastrous if we diu no~ g-et rhem. 

\Vhen our nonnal y,·et SC'a:':-on:-. r('tnrn, 
.cottDn throughout Queensland will ha.ve .a 
very bad time. Hundreds of thousands of 
plants will bo destroyed. \Ye u~ua.ily get 
oul' "\vet seuson in FebruarY or ::\larch. If 
·cotton is planted Pady, tl'e Loll-; will then 
be rea.dv to burst. and n trernendou:;: 
qnantity, of cotton will be beaten down to 
the ground and will be clcstrovN1 through 
being· unable to dry. \Ye ,;lJO;Ild try and 
have our crop harvested from December 
to July rathe1· than from :\Iar~h or April 
t:> July. I would like tn sn·e-::;..;; the l)oint 
tha.t tho Uoyc•rurnent ha Ye a Yerv 
grave error in connection v;it~. 03tablisll-
Jnent of tho cotton indu;.;.l ry in Qucen.-:Jland. 
The Governn:u~nt should ha Ye taken the prc­
cau1ion to grow a nun1bcr of ::-ee1l.:.. oi good 
staple cotton in yarious di~trict:- in Queens­
lan~l SC? as to st~pply the• particular "C'Cd 
v:lnch 1s n1ost suited, insteaJ of ~uppl;·ing 
the Yery heterogeuou~ ::::on1pks that theY 
haYO been dojng. It :.:(·Pins tl) nH. .... that up t'O 
the: present the GoYc-rnni'?llt ha Ye not done 
a. yery gYeat deal to inlpro\-e tl1e quality of 
cotton. As far as I can 5-ee and hear. \'ve 
haYt' just been gDing al )n~· a~ best v·e can 
-Dll seed snpplied fro1n the -ginnc:!:il'3. just as 
.the seed is supplied to tbe grower> in India. 
I hope that one nf the firSt L. .. rions of the 

Goyernn~Pnt er of thP Britis:n Australiar: 
Cotto:-r Growin£r As~oei<.nion \Yill b(' to 
irnrJort -,~·irhour ,_ dPlay good pure ~uain3 o£ 
see·d fur nlanring- rhroughout Qucensla.nd. for 
th'• pu~·pOsl' of~ finding· \Yhat Yaric·ties ·are 
suirflbll'. and th0n ~urq-1ly the· Yaricty proYL'd 
l.lO:'-T ~nita..ble i(ll' our diln<.ltt.:. 

~lcntiun been UJac1e b:>- certajn hon. 
mondJP ·~ Df Opposition o_t rhl' fact th~lt 

cortun 1-n.:, u1ken pnzP.s <H certain 
I k:HJ\Y of a. at a- sho\\- not 

Lu iro1n Bri~ban~ at <1 Go\"l'l'l~rnen~ 
c_-x!w·rt ·,\·a::: J udg1n9.·. ,., hen' a. san1p1e O.L 
ratcO!l cotto:n \Ya:.:.; fl\\-ardL'd iir::;t p::.·izL~. The 
::.necc ~.-~ chic\-cd ]y-,- n snlu.ll Siin1pk can be 
ac 1-:i,_ veL: \Y.it~j_ a l l'~'L'l' san:plc. In a fe~<r 
Yt.dl' ra:-oon cotrot1 in Queensland \vill 
· plaut cot~·on in c1ual~ty. lcngtl~: and 

of :-:.ta;_)ll'. 1,\ c l.laY0 a cntnare 
:suitable for grn\·;)ng l'clt.oons, 

a~ re·_a-rd"' ::-ug·ar-·:allL' and cotton. ....<\ 
of rhc .. 1·ra tc~~t inllJOl"tJ.nce to t~ueens­

distrilnlting the·- industr~- oYer a..; 
tl!'C'H nnd in n . .; QTCa t lH'Ol)'Jl'tlOllS U '' 

in the sho1·rcq tnne. ....-\ bjg: price i~ 
at Jll'esctn offered for cotton. and the n1oro 

"~SP can export the n1ore 1non0y \\·ill 
into t.JuPl1 W.dand and circulated. 

R J.tr)Oll cotton \Yill he1n tu thnt end YPry 
l11c.~t'~'l'iallv·. T'he n1an C';'O\Ying- rntoon cot:on 

{£ nllO\YC'd tO"' lP<1Yt._~- it. \\"ill plant 
CTOlJ. "·hcrca·'. if the ratoon crop 

lla> to Le' d0stmyed, no further cotton will 
be vtu~ted in it.': StPad t'nis YC<ll'. If the 
nrnlosed enlbarQ·o on ratoo'n cotton is 
iwp-osr'd. \n~ shall be rn·cYC'lltl1 d frotll t,'1_king 
a.ch- Jlna::.c of the \Yorld's n1arkcts to~day 
The e1nG_, rg-o will JWeYenr the cheapening· of 
the co~l of production in queen~land. That: 
-will help rh,• cot1on indu3try \Yorked in other 
r·oulHl·ie:' \\-ith black lal.J.our and cheaper 
labour tiwn in Queensland. \Yhat appeal"' 
t0 n'le nlO:-'t is the fart that th2 Secretary 
for ~"'-~Ticulture in a Labour Cabinet is 
adyoca"ting an en1bargo v:hich will place 
the gro\n::>-l'S in Queensland at a disadYantage 
.a-; co1npared \vith grov er3 in other part.s 
of the world \\·he-re chc<~p labour is employed. 

There i' one important fea.mre that I 
would like to offer a few rerna.rks on before 
I conciude. and that is in regard 10 the 
disease~ of plant and ratoon cotron.. From 
obseryation extending- oYer a considerable 
pericd-not with la~·'ge areas plEl:nted with 
cotton but an cxpenencp oYer qulte a nun1-
ber of Years, and I haYe Yisited over 100 
cotton fanns during the last twelYe or 
eighte0n 1nonths-I llaxe co1ne to the opinion 
that there is less likelihood of ratoon cotton 
plants being affected \Yith c~i.:Jt'~se than plant 
cotton. I know instance' \nth only a barbed 
wire fence between the t1vo crops where in 
eig·ht cases out of ten ratoon cotton i~ freer 
fn)~n disea:::e than ll]a,nt cotto!L The reason 
a,:.cribcd fo-r that is that the rr.H~JOll cotton 
i~ a nlO:i'l~ yjg·orous pla1lt. and gro\YS n1ore 
Yigol:oush-. 5.-Iost oi the ratoon varieties 
ha\-e little hairs growing right up the leaL 
and. wlH~n the plant is gro\ving Yigorously. 
thev >tand particularly v ell out and prevent 
tlH~~ s{'ale and other inscets fr·Jlll getting to 
the p1unt. Any Yip;orou"' gro\Ying plant can 
with:':-ta.nd J-lC':-'t'3 bette1' than a \Yilting: plant 
L~nfortnnarch- -chu·ing rhe 3pring or early 
o;;:unllllc··· the· ~;onna· cotton plant will \vilt. 
\y .... h·:~yc onlv too oLserYe how the n1aize 
plant' wilt a·t that period. Some people 
haYC o·ot their cotton plants through the 
soi.l a~d then lost the1n. T'hen:> is one 
particular imect which makes itoe!l felt on 
my farm. It is alsc. particularly prevalent 

Mr. Nott.] 
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in Bri:3Lan(' Q'ardcn.s, \\-here it attacks the 
hiL1-:<US trees ~tnd cycu the sida rctu:::-a. Tlns 
in~cc~ attacks one- Yaricty of cotton, and the 
orhc1· Yarieti<'~ are alnw~t £1·ee fron1 it. I 
haYl'· knoy 11 ·w!tel'C SCYCl'<ll plants het.YO C0111C 

UJ-' fron1 :::.L'L'd togcthl'l'~ and, though inter­
lniugled, OllL' yc_uiL·ty is attacked to o greater 
l'Xteut than the others b\ this scale insect. 
The (;o,~erll!JWni \·;ould Ge well ach-iserl to 
t~ncouuv)·e the planting of those ya·rieties 
whjch rcsjst the natiyo insect pests. The pef't 
llwt I rdel' lO .hao been c.dled b,~ ::\Ir. H. 
Tryo11. Gon:rnnwnt Eutoinolo'iist, as 
Lect~niun1 ::\~ignu11. It is a nutiYo of ~-\.us­
tl'alia am! is pre,~aJent all O\~el' it. The 
Sydney " ::\Iail" of 26th September last con­
H!incd an article ·with the headline ,; The 
Cotton Doll \Y eeYiL" \Yhich }w.d quite a lot 
to say a.bout the cotton Loll wceYil. 

·' \Tarious reports have got abroad that 
the boil \Hevil has been fou.nd in different 
Jlart< of Amtralia. The Government 
(·JltOlliOIO!.ti~t~ <lS3Ul'e U.S th:tt there i,s 110 

truth in the rurnours, but if growers per­
si,,t \Yith wtogu cotton the ·danger of thr· 
e'tablisbmcnt and spread of disease is 
great."' 

It should b0 notPcl that it says "the dang-er 
of the c ... taLlishnwnt and spread of dif3ease is 
gn'at "--11ot the S]ll'eacl of the boll >Yorm. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!Cl.:LTcRE: ::\o-anv 
di:-:-easc. · 

:\h. ::\OTT : That is one of the misleading 
articles that ha H' been rlissemina tecl to tn 
to frighten the public. As hon. members 
kno\v, if you put ten hen eggs under a 
turkev the \Yill not come out ducks. 
(Laug:hter.: · 

The DEPL:"TY SPEAKER: Order ! The 
hon. member has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing· Orders. 

::\lr. \Y. COOPER (IIoseu·ood): It appears 
to me that the ·dis"ussion on this Bill has 
hingt'cl on the point as to \Yhether or not it 
i' advisable for the Government to permit 
the ha1'Yc.sting- of ratoon cotton, or vvhcther 
it would be ·better to establish the cotton 
inth1str:,- on a sound basi3 by prohibiting 
ratoon cotton and practicaily forcing 
farrners to grow annual cotton. I hav-e 
listened to hon. members on both sides of 
tf"' Hout-e using various arguments as to 
\vhich is the better course. I acknowledge 
that I am no eo !'ton expert. I know very 
little about the growin;r of cotton, yet the 
statements marle bv hon~ members have 
nppNred to me to be very stl·iking. Hon. 
members of the Opposition have advocated 
ratoon cotton, saving that the scl'ub farmer 
cannot plant am1ual cotton and make it a 
payable proposition on account of the 
amount of labour he \viJI ha,-c to employ in 
0raclicating the old plants as compared with 
the stuall amount of labour im~oJved if he is 
<~IIowcd to ratoon. In my opinion. there is 
;• ,-,,, t diff0rencc heh,-een ra to on cotton and 
IYhat is con1n1onlv kno·wn a" stand-over 
cotton. Ratoon. ae I understand it. is the 
plallt that has been allowed to mature for 
one yem· and is then cut down. perhaps, level 
·with the gmund, and allowed to spring up 
a <raiu to ))]'oclucp the cotton ball. I think 
that is thn. corrrct ver:"ion. I know sonlP­
thin;:; of the scruh farmer, of how the farmer 
hami[e, d10 enub, of \\~hat takes place after 
it lvH bec:o ft'Iled, and how crops fare that 
n1av l>e ·,own in ~nch areas. 'Cnder orclinarv 
<'irCunl~tanres a fartner is Yery fortunate if, 
::;fter planting cotton follO\ving on the falling 

[Jlr. Nott. 

o£ l1is ~cnt!J, ~~nd l~net' allo\Ying it to ratoon, 
he :!.'·_cL·ivc;:; <U1Yrhin::!: at all for :;uch rutoon1 
cotton. L1 .·l'C;ls ,d;('l'C there is a large rain­
fall tilat cott-.:m ,\-ill be overgrown with weed~, 
and it \Yill C'C.'-t tllC' farn1cr 1uorc in labour tL, 
kcq1 it clcnn Than it \Yill another farn1er tc 
plough hi~ laud rhat is free of stumps ancl 
plant an ftl11 1 nal crop. Anyone kno1ving any­
thing about :3crub far1ning knows that. 

to me that the principle invoh~ecl 
action is the prohibition 

of ra toou c·orton. One phnsc has not been 
tuudH. d lllHHr in rl1is debate, a11d. that is that 
no hon. n!PtlllWl' oppo~ite has given any 
reason \Yh' 1l1l' nHuJufactnrrrs of Great 
Britain arC a;kin~· ~ 1Ccif!callv for annual 
cotton and not fO~r 1~nroon cOtton. Thosl 
l11<.111Ufactt!':'C'r~ desire 10 hayc a~ lTitiCh cotton 
as po"iblc prodllce<l in Queensland--

Thc SECREJ ARY FOR ),GRJCl.:LIURE: And to 
get it a~ cheap as the.., eau. 

::\1r. IY~ COOPER: So that they may get 
it as r-lteap a> po,ible. Their interest would 
not be sen·ed if thev retarded ratoon cotto" 
i£ ratoon cotton i~ a"::; good as hon. 1nember.s 
oppoc·ite say it is. That is the "~hole of the 
argunwnt. EYcry paper :-:ho,vs that there I~ 
a :'horta!},'l1 of rotron throughout the world, 
und the .... C cotton companie~ \rant as 1nuch 
cotton as rhcv can 1.ret to :::nin and l).lake into 
cotto!l fabriZ·s. I· am ro.nfident that the: 
would not' tell us that thev did not >Yant 
ratoon CDtton if it posse~.;;ccf the advantages 
claimed by the Ojl]!Ofition~ 

:\h ::\IORG;x: TllC ". ha Ye had no ex,I?eri­
f'U<:e n: Qnu'n:dan{I ratoon cotton. . Ih~y 
ha\~e had t 1xr,eriencc ·with other countnes 111 

the \\~oriel onl, . 

::\Ir. \Y. COOPER: I do not know \Yhether 
the hon. Il1t1 lllbcr has had any experience in 
this direction. The GoY::'l'HJllent. hayc been 
advisecl i1)~ oxpNt.s in the past, and the~: 
haYe not ahran been led astray, :Man,~ ot 
tlw exprn" to:,ta ... employed by- the British­
.-\.ustraliall { 'cttoi1 Growing Association ~re 
not experts merely fl'om a theoretical pomr 
of Yicw. In HlY opinion, a man who handles 
cotton yea:c aficr year. and puts it through 
the spinning lllills, and who has been sent 
through ,_ ariou:3 foreign countries to pur­
chase cotton, is an expel't. Are the men sent 
out here Lv the Cotton Gro\ving Association 
tHen of thUt catr-gory or not? 

\Ye cannot afford to permit a sed ion of 
dw farmers of Qucemland. because they are 
unfortunate enough to have a &t2rub fann or· 
ftl'C in a dry area~. to gro'V a daBs of cotton 
which would JHeYent the other farmers of 
Quccnsiand from obtaining the highest ~os­
sible price in the OYCrseas market. By clm~g 
.,-o \'\'0 \Yould bl1 lacking iu our duty. I reahso 
that it doe~ not nwtter verY n1uch to hon. 
nlemhcrs Ol'ro~ite. ~o far a; their political 
('flr(•cr i~ <'OJJcerncd) whether tl1P GoYernment 
adopt one attitndc or. tho other. because, 
after alL the Go,-ermnent are takmg the 
reepomihility oi establishing the industry on 
the best pos-ible bas1s, so that \VC may assure 
to the man wlto QTO\Y,; cotton the fullest 
result- for his induStry. 

GoYERx)!E:\T ::\IDIBERS : Hear, hear! 

:\h. '\'\~ COOPER: If \Ye permitted 
fanners to do otherwise \YC IYould be doing 
r-mncthinst drtrinlt'ntal to the industry in 
Quc£>nslailc1. and in a few year~' t_ime we 
eho11lcl 11roLabh fmd that the cotton m·dustry 
would ~·o out of exinencc altogether becauee 
we had._neglencd to protect it and supply the-
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verY b~.._':--t 1"! tticlc for export overseas. The 
bon·. _lllCl)dJL'~' for Stt:nllcy spoke .about cnd0a­
Younn~: to g"C't paniC'nlar cla~:-;0s of seed for 
prrr1iculnr di;;;trichs2 aucl tbat YYC should 
permit D farmrr to ;2:row the cotton 1no~t 
sniteblc k1· hico district·, and then plant from 
h1s own :-::;t:..1 rd a~ai11. \Ye kno\v that in 
Qucpn-.lnnc1 plc,nt~- of lucerne i· gl'O\Yll, and 
\VC kHow. t ht1 opini.nn of the rnajority of 
fanner.o;. IL rontwrhon \Yith lurerne Rcccl. 
1'-Jincty-rrinc ont of 0110 ln1ndrccl will tell von 
that the be>t se<'d io -rcurccl from the Hmiter 
RiYel". I couoider that it is lwtter than any 
Qn('C'Il:31and luc<'l'Jl(' ;;;r•cd. rrhcrc are also 
place:;:. 1<lwr · you canuot pro.:-1ucc seed pota­
toes or JlOi.atof'.:;: that \Yill o'iYc YOU the vrrv 
be-st ::-Ped for the next ypa~·. · · 

At 7 p.m., 

The SrE_\KER rcsun1ed the chair. 

:VIr. \Y. COOPER: :\1cmbers of the Oppo­
sition are of the opinion that it would be \Yell 
for. th~ GoYernment to adopt a conciliatory 
atbtudc and grant those farmers who arc 
anxious to gro:v ra,toon cotton a certain length 
of tnwe m wh1ch to see whether their conten­
tions arc correct or not. There would not 
be Ycrv much harm done if that permission 
'"tcr:_) granted, provid('d the ratoon cotton is 
kept spparalc from the annual cotton· but 
it is a quest ion whether the Governme'nt or 
any experts,. advi~crs, or in:5pcctors can pre­
vent a certain an1ount of ratoon cotton fron1 
getting mixt•d with the annual cotton and 
if that were done, it \Yould have a dam~ging 
effect on th0 OY<'rsca markets. On considera­
tion I do not .think very much damage can 
be done to the mdustry by placing an embargo 
on ratoon cotton because, if the contentions 
of the Governntcnt are 1vrong, it "\Yould not 
be very manv years before it would be found 
out, and perhaps not any years at all. It is 
no use the farn1ers or anvone els·2 contendino· 
that ratoon cotton is go.od and can be sold 
overseas when t.hese n1cn \Ylw are dealing in 
cotton and who are buying our products 
absolulPl;v refuse to purchase ratoon cotton. 
\Ve waut to see that the markets for Queens­
land cotton an' not spoiled as the butter 
market was spoiled in the past by permitting 
the export to Great Britain of an inferior 
product: Ir: the past we had to place restric­
tive leg1slahon on the statute-book in r·eO'ard 
to the products we are exporting over~eas, 
such as beef, wool, butter, and practically 
all the prn_nary products of Queensland, in 
orde!· to brmg about an improvement in the 
quahty of those products. Assuming that 
we pern11tted. ratoon cotton to be grown in 
9ueensland \nthout placing an embargo upon 
1t _and that our markets were damaged by 
domo- ihat, we CYentuallv would find that we 
would haw' no market a't all, and the loss to 
Queensland would be almost irreparable. The 
contcnt1on of hon. members opposite is that 
the farmer_, \Yould have a burden placed upon 
ihcm on ~ccount of th- extra amount of work 
entmlccl m the rultiYation of annual cotton 
~on1pnrPd w1th thC' work which is ncce~sarv 
m order to keep ratoon cotton clean. It ha"s 
been my experience in thte Rosewood elcc­
toratr that- the ~mall farn1ers gro\Y annual 
coeon. They <H:0 engaged in rnixed farn1ing. 
It has been clamwcl that the farmers coufcl 
allow cattle to go on the land in the interYal 
between tlw operations in connection with 
cotton-f!.rO\Ying and dairying, and thereby get 
a C(lrvun <-unount of pasturag··e. But once 
C'lttle p:o on to lane! \Yhere there has been a 
crop tlwy do damage that cannot be remedied 
\V e know that. if in a \Yet season cattle wer~ 

pennittcd to graze on a cottou patch, it 
\Yonld bP inlJ10~~iblc Juring the next yC'nr, no· 
1nat tcr '~hat was donC' to the land, to prod nee 
a t·l a::-~ of cotton \Y hi eh would bring the 
hig·he.>t murl" 1 price. The cliJierence bl'tv. cen 
the cuitiYalion of ratoon cotton unJ annual 
cotton is that in connection v-,'ith annual cotton 
the farmer ploughs out tlw old plants and 
kPep~ dH) land as clear frmn 'Yceds as pos~ 
siblc, i\ncl tlJc only extra \York is to plant 
cotton. \Yith raroon cotton lw would b<? 
lalJonring und:'r Yery great difficulti0s. because 
he could not go \vithin a ccrta.in distance of 
the plant. Th(' ground ]:3 rnuch harder and 
far rEore difficnlt to cultiYatc \Yith ratoon 
eotto!l thau i1 i-; with annual cotton. ~..\fter 
all, tlu farn1er has an opportunitv of g·ctting 
his land into a fair and l'C'asonahlP cm-Idition 
fm the planting of annual cotton. I see noth­
ing· that y..-·ill b injurious in placiug an 
cinbargo on ratoon cotton. The SecrPtary for 
Agriculture has g·one to a great. length to 
obtain all the expert adYice possible, and he 
has gone to unknown trouble to do v:ha t he 
belieycs to be the right thing to safeguard 
this great industry. If the GoYern1nent are 
weak-kneed t'nough to permit some men who 
are anxious to grow ra to on cotton to dictate 
that policy to a vast number of farmcrs­
and I venture to say that tlw number is 
75 pet· rent. greater tllan tlw number of those 
who \Yant to grow ratoon cotton-it will be 
something we shall regr('t in 1he very near 
futur<'. I hope that the :\1inister will not 
go back on anything he has said in this 
Chamber and permitted to g·o out to the 
Stat<e at larg·e, and I hope that he ''ill insist 
ou placiug an embargo on ratoon cotton. If, 
aftpr preventing ratoon cotton from being 
grown for b,~elve n1onths or two vears, we 
can find a market for it that wiil not be 
damaging to the intl'rests of the State, we 
shall not haY-e lost verv much if \Ye then 
remoYe the embargo; but if we permit ratoon 
cotton to be QTO\Yn and the buvers oversea 
refuse point brank to purchase i( the farnwr 
who gro\\~s it IYill be the loser, and to a great 
Pxtent there will be a loss to Queensland 
which " ' cannot repair. I had some difficulty 
in coming to a conclusion as to \Yhat attitude 
to adopt, but after considerable thought I 
have concluded that the Minister and the 
Govenoment arc quite justified in the ·decision 
to \vhich they have come, and I feel sure 
that no one in this Chamber will regret it 
more than the Minister if he has done some­
thing which im-olYes a loss to Queensland. 

Mr. KEHll {Enoggera): I hope that the 
industry , •. l~ are Discu"--;ing will not, in the 
course of time, become the football of party 
politics, aJ hn, been the case with a uun1ber 
of somewhat similar industries qnite recently 
in Queensland; but anyone who looks 
through the Bill and reads the speech of the 
Secretary for Agricultnre can see that in a 
conple of years a situation is likely to develop 
ill which the GoYernment will perhaps be 
forced into doing something prior to an 
('\('(·iion. That would make the indnstrv the 
football of part:> politiLS and WOUld be c]etri­
Hl('l1tal to the interests concerned in it. 

\Yith qll other hon. members, I \vish for 
ihe cotton iudnstry in Queensland the yery 
best pos~ible future. For man~,~ years it has 
had its ups and dov:nfl. \Ye have productc;d 
as much as 7.000.000 lb. of cotton in a year, 
ancl ~t :>tiwr rimes the industrY has almost 
pc=no ont of cxistenrc. To-daY \ye are start­
ing U!10ll '':hat \Ye trust "ill be an era of 
pro>perit:v in an ind,Jstry for the produce < f 

llir. Ke1·r.] 



l6EO Cotton Inclustty B:Zl. [.-\SSK\IBLY.] Cotton I nclustry BJ)l. 

which there is a good demand in the markets 
of the \;_-oric1, and .. although at present we 
ca11not comriete in t~.o.se rrtarkcts and giYe 
the gro\vers the full benefit of their labour 
at the price offering. we hope that in the 
near future the:: will be such that the grower 
will not reC[uirc a subsidy from the Govern­
nlent. 

I rcpresc·nt an electorate part of which-­
the Pullcn Yale c:i,trid-is capable of pro­
cluciug \Veil o1·cr 1.000.000 lb. of carton, and 
I should lib. to take the opportunity of 
readi11g a_.1 extract fron1 the prir..1ar:v pro~ 
dacer:s · nrgau to sbo,v ho-w the crop has do~1c 
this ,·car it•. that localih-' 

. " DesjJitr) the ex,ccptionally long dry 
,pelL cotton-picking is in full S\Ying <;11 
"C""~,-eral f~nn1s, and con~idering the fact 
that little or no rain fell during practJ­
·c·ally • he \Yhole of the growing period. 
the ::i•cids are ·aiel to b0 mrprisirgly 
larg·e aml of good quality. A cottrm 
npert v.-ho visited Pullcn Yale district 
recPntly expressed great snqwise at t.ho 
condition of local cotton crop'. 'In a 
nonu tl sca:;;o11,' he ~aid. • ~-ou people 
ha Ye r!. fortune bc.::fore ;. on.' 

"Jn days gonP by oYer 2.000 lb. of 
cotton per acre ha~ been harYcstcd iu 
this di:;.trict." 

Here is an area only 12 miles from the 
C'.pital of Queens!ancl \Yhich can produce 
oYer l.GO'J.f·~O lb. of cotton. without any 
main road or light 1 r,-~ nnYa v or other trans­
port facility. \Ye haYe had at different 
tin1es large schen1es to bl1ild railways or 
provide 0~hcr con,·eniences. but this district 
·with it.s brg-0 nuinbe1· of producers has had 
no comidcn.tion gi,·en to it. I am going io 
ohow ho\Y this Bill applip, to the farmers 
there, a10d naturally \Yhat i.s applicable to 
them is applicable ic, tlw rest of the pro­
ducers in the cotton indmtrv of the State. 

Tlw :\Iinisicr stated lha.t .the Bill is intro­
chwed to give legal effect to the policy of the 
GoYel·nrr1ent. Considering the matter nr.de:: 
all po:-;sib]e circunl:-'tance:~. this polic:v 
~~r·qn:ires the -rcr~ cl os est scrutiny ind0r~d b:: 
t-his Cha1nbcr. There are n-tanv factors in 
connection \Yith the Bill that I l:_ope to deal 
.,-ith. I sav definitelv ihat the (;oYernml'nt 
han' not stood up to their obligatiom in 
!hie matter. Queensland has pro-duced tnan_,. 
million ponnds of cotton. In the past it ha' 
.::inner! its own cotton. \Y" f1nc1 to-da ,- \\'P 

~tre producing some\Yherc~ in the Yicinit_-: of 
12.000.000 lL. of cottDn. and the conditiow' 
which were attachable to the' production of 
cotton in pnst years :in Queensland should bc 
the san1(' to-da3. _I wanr to an1plify n1:v con­
h.ntion lha.t the GoYernment han failed to 
stand Ull to their obli_g·atiOJh j{, th0 m"n who 
is produciug cotton. Tht• Secrc·tan,- fot Pnblic 
1\"orks in his ,pcech on the Sctgat·"\Yorks Act 
said. •· The co-operatiYe prinri11lc i:::. ~ate in 
the hands of the Government.'' 

The SECRICTARY fOR Pl-BLIC \\'ORKS: That is 
right. \Ye arc not defenders of the sYstc>m 
Df placing low-grade product' on the miu·ket. 
1_-.,n stand for putting on 1he nutrkct pro~ 
dncts tha 1 aro not of fi1·~t-rla.---. qu<tEty. 

:\lr. KERR: ThP hon. gentlem,,n does not 
know \Yha t I sta :1d for. If he would wait. 
r.nd see. he would lc·arn something-. 

The SPE~-\.KER: Ch·de;·! ~l'h~ hon. 
gcntlen1an i~ not in order !P referring- to a 
previous debate of this session. 

1\Ir. KERR: ThE> speech wa· not delin•red 
this session. Mr. Speaker. I want to s.how 

[Mr. K err. 

what haye been the ac·,ions of th·, GovNn­
ment in the past a.nd the ~t·'ten:_C'nt~ th.:1t 
have been made lnv hon. llH.·rnbcr3 oppo:'tte 
cc.nccrning this industry to prov~._· that the~ 
al'r not standing up to tho~>- ~tnrer:J'_~nt.;;. l 
take it that I am entitled ot' this Bil! to 
shovv that. 

The SPEAKER : Thc• hon. 
n;_,t be in order in quoting 
delivered this ',·ession. 

wiE 
cch 

~[r. I(EHR: I an1 not going to do that. 
The Su~ar \Yorks Act of 1922 io in1ituie,i-

" ~c\.n Act to authori~c the consn·uc l iDn, 
C"stablislnnent. nla.intC'naJ:ce. 
nwnt and control of sugar works by 
State. and fo1· other lJurpo-.l-,'3 ... 

The Sccrdan· for I'ublic \Yc-rb ft.1h'•.1 that 
it ,~·afi 1hc G'oye:._·un1ent's poljcy to intr.o(;UC'.J 
rhe co-operatiYc principle into JYi'L~t.ar~· 
inrlu~tr~c:3- in Queenslund, bnt they han~ fru!cd 
misCI"abh- io do ''"· The,- prr;pO'C to !Ilclude 
that pri~1~iplc in a nun\bcr of ~_1ll.:o. to l?e 
di ;cus~C'd this session. Tlu• ~lrn1s~cor 1n 
introducing this JJiil did not cxplai1.1 :..-I:.v 
there ha.d been a departure fl~Jn1 a L 1 l'lnc:p~e 
\'i-hich is not only in the Labour part~-.s 
platform bni also in the Cmtul Jnrty_, 
platforn1. The principle of co-operation In 
c-cnncdion with OUr lJl'illlltl'\"" 11i'ZX1nri:;;. IS 
plank of the Cnitcd part;··, 1 'cttform. and <o 
long- as it is ':0 I iutcnd to adYo.C'rrte. ir. 
That principle should ahJ bP cmbodted 1n n. 
Dill dealing \Yith this inclusL·c·· \Y!nch wdns­
trv ·we hoi1e 'iYill rrach ]argc proporLion~. 
Ir; connection \Yith thii' depc;rtnrc frorn the 
pl inciple I ha Ye mentioned. let me quote 
\\-hat the Brisbane "Conrier" had to so.y on 
26th April. 1923. It bears out _my cont' ntwn 
that the Go,·crnment arc Jumpmg from perch 
to perch and do not kno\v v;~_ere the:,· .sra.nd. 
\Yhen an1: person, corrDration, a.s.30Ci(ltl0ll, 
or anv bOciv con1es along to the GoYcr:-unent 
f::n~ the pui'·posc of entering into an agree~ 
menr the G overnm1211t, in defiance of any 
e>xisting legislation. enter into. t~e agn:cnlc·.nt. 
The GoYernn1ent haY£' done 1t 111 t :)nnection 
\\ith petroleum , nd cotton. They arc 
juggling with the people who are producmg 
to-dav and with the people who an' hk»ly 
te oomc to this State. They do not know 
\\here thcv are. TA1is article bears out my 
C'intention" in that regard. It says-

" L\.nothPr instance of the way in which 
the ~ expa;sion of Queensland is being 
held up owino· to the present Go.-ern­
ment being ir': power is afforded by_ a 
letter recci,-cd from a Sydney firm wluch 
states that efforts have be.on made for 
the past two months to get capital to 
handle Qucellslancl cotton lan~ls. but 1t 
1s not a\vailablc. a~ person::; v:nth llloney 
art? afrai-d a-; to their fntnn' trcabne~1t 
by the Gonrnmcnt. One company _m 
course of flotation had to withdraw Its 
prospectus nd return applicants for 
shares their n1oncy. ' Since the Govern­
ment'.; declaration of a further three 
vcar~' guarantee ~o1ne n1onths ago,' .the 
\vriter states, ' it has made three ralhcal 
change.-:.' " 

That is correct, too-
,, First. it added a limit to tlw staple; 

second, it excluded ratoon cotton; thir,;l, 
it reduced the guarantee to 5d. per lb. 

That is a condition of affairs existing under 
the Goycrnment lo-dav. It is no \Vonder that 
Queensland is not ;·eaping tlw benefit !t 
should be receiving from its reo<onrccs. This 
article goes on to say--
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The SPEAKER : Order! I hope that the 
hon. member will only quote the article, and 
that he will not interpolate into it remarks 
of his own. 

Mr. KERR : The article goe~ on to say-
" A reduction of ~d. per lb. is a serious 

matte.- to the grower, as it means £2 ls. 
8d. per acre for a 1,000-lb. yield, or £104 
3,. 4d. for a 50-acre plot. These actions 
may all be capable of explanation, but 
1vho j-, going to do it? ~feanti1ne, taken 
in conjunction with the historv of the 
past six ~\car~, they set up th8 gravest 
doubt.& in the minds of people here as to 
···.·here mole.tation or interference bv "our 
Government will cease. Under th'e ·best 
of conditions it is difficult to persuade 
}:eople to touch new things at present, 
but the c·onstant fear of Government 
interference, i£ not repudiation, makes 
the task almost hopeless." 

The S'ECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLTt:RE: 'What are 
you quoting fron1 now? 

:VIr. KERR: I mentioned that I was 
quoting from the " Brisbane Courier" of 26th 
April. 

The SECRETARY FOR _-\GRICCLTURE: A leading 
article'! 

Mr. KERR: :\ot a leading article-a ne>vs 
paragraph. The Government ha,-e not done 
the right thing or included the correct prin­
ciple in this Bill. I want to refer to the 
matter of co~operation a little more than I 
have done. I ha.-,3 perused papers in con­
nection with the cotton agreement, and I 
found ther<' a copy of a cablegram dated 
5th July, 1921, to the Agent-General. It 
reads-

,, If the department has to undertake 
,Ln_ giu:ning, 11C\Y rnachincry will be 
required.·· 

The MinistH srrid that the alternati.-e to 
the agrt"'Clncnr ',',as the expenditure by the 
Gonrnmcn.t of £150,00C to undertake the 
work of ginning the cotton. It was a 
grave lPck of foresight on the part of the 
Go.-ernmcnt ;,ot to foresee the position that 
has arisen in connection >vith the industry. 
It \vas a graYc 111isdeed on the part of the 
Government not ro permit the building of 
cotton glr1ncrie~~ oE the sa1ne principle as 
sugar-mills hcn-c been built 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: '\Yhat do 
TOU 1nean by " pcnnit "? I-Iow do 'Ye stop 
th0n1·? 

11r. K'ERR : This ag,·eement stops them. 
The SECRETARY FOR _-\GRICt:LTt:RE: Xo. 

'1\,lr. KERR : Then the Bill stops it. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:LTrRE: This was 

bef(JTC tht' (( '.'fCCJ11('l1t. 

1\lr. KERR: The Government could have 
kept abreast of the tin1cs. 

The SECEEr.\R.Y FOR AGRICt:LTt:RE: You are 
a rcguLll' Jcrpmiah. 

Mr. KERR : I am not. I am only telling 
the Governmcm what they should have done. 

The SECRET/,RY FOR AGRICULTT'RE : You are 
what the late John Xm·ton called a. "gerry­
madiddler." 

Mr. KERR: If the hon. gentleman can 
show me that the Go.-ernment did the 1·ight 
thing. I am prepared to withdraw my 
remarks. The misdeeds of the Government 
came about through their not meeting the 
situation as developments took place. It 

may be tha r on suddenly discoYering after 
g·etting in touch >Yith the Agent-General that 
it was going to cost £150,000 to erect gm­
neries the Go.-ernment thought something else 
had to be done. I want to give every credit 
to thP Acsociation >vhich is now operating 
those ginneries, and which came in after the 
Government had failed to meet the situation. 
They stepped into the breach and have spent 
£250.000. I wish them every possible luck 
for the sake of the growers and the Asso­
ciation. The Premier said that Messrs. 
Crompton \\' ocd, Harold Parker, and others 
were not only buyers of cotton, but large 
investors in the cotton industry here. \Vhen 
the Government failed to carry on, we have 
these people stepping into the breach­
brokerage and milling interests who have 
undenvritten pi actically the whole of the 
capital for rhe ginning plants in Queensland. 
Thev were able to do this only because of 
the Government's lack of foresight. This will 
bring home to hon. members something which 
perhaps words could not convey to them. 
These are the ger,tlemen who are going to 
buv our cotton fol' their mills. In that con­
nection we find-I think it was in 1920--

The SECREBRY FOR PcBLIC \VoRKS: Has 
not the purchaser the right to say what he 
shall buy'? That is the gist of it. 

::\Ir. KERR: I \Yould like to ask the hon. 
gentleman what ha.ppened to the 7,000,000 lb. 
of cotton many years ago? Did we sell it·? 
We did; and it has not yet been proved that 
there is no market for ratoon cotton. I 
understand we are annually importing 
£270,000 wortlr of low-grade cotton for filling 
mattresses. In 1920 a. deputation waited on 
the Commomvealth Minister for Customs 
urging the stimulation of the cotton industry. 
the obj~ct being to erect manufacturing 
plant, in Yidoria. Victoria, of course. is 
Australia, m1d the industry would be Austra­
lian. \Ye can ,,.,. rhat advances have been 
made in Australia for tlw manufacture ·of 
our secondarv industries, 'vhich mean so 
much to the cotton indmtrv and so much to 
Australia. Reports were· made by cotton 
n1anufactLU'ers, and I can sec how under this 
agreemc:ot n,o,t of the cot ton produced in 
Australia is going out of Australia irre~ 
"pcr•tiv0 of quality. :\o :3a.fcguard has been 
providetl agD.inst that. Are our Australian 
rnanufact~ner.;; going to be .-;acrificed, or are 
thev going· to have the same onportunity 
of buying as any other person? Regarding 
the visit of :\lessrs. Crompto:< \Yood and 
Harold Parker. rhP·.- wrot•· to the Premier 
on lOth October last, saying-

,, Ra',,on cotton is not legal tender." 

Yet in the >mne lett-~r they admit that they 
ha cl had no a dual reports with regard to 
Australian ratoon cotton. That is the whole 
contentirn of the Opposition. The word 
·• ratoon " "\Yas not kno-wn in the old country 
nntil recently. :md they had not received any 
information justifying them in bardng ratoon 
cotton r rom Que(·nsla nd. If there is to be 
any differentiation. it should be in fayour 
of the farmer being allowed to ratoon his 
cotton. Further. the lctLr said that the 
writers pl!1c·et1 " bollv " cotton and ratoon 
cotton iu thP sarne Categol·y. The laynuu1 
knmn t.h,lt thcs0 are two entirelv different 
things. .. Bolly'' cotton is a co1hJ11 unopened 
in the boil and requires special gins to 
deal with it. It is also a very low~grade 
cotton, :vet here we have Queensland ratoon 
~otto:r pla.ce·l in the same category as this 
mfenor !Jolly cotton. The letter also said 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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that tlw rnit0d Statb of America hac! 
35,008,000 ancs of bncl under cotton, but 
thev had practical!,, no ratoon, That may 
be 'so, but the•c gentlemen failed to state 
that BradforJ >voollen manufacturers tmport 
annuallv from Brazil 24,969 tons and from 
Peru 33,533 tons of ratoon cotton, ancl that 
the total quantity of r·atoon cottof,l fror~ 
Central Arnc'nca produced £11,000,000 ster­
ling. of whi' h 29 11er cpnt. \-rent to Gr0at 
Britain, Our Queensland ratoon cotton has 
a stronger antl longct staple than the 
American ntoon, and I , confi_dently state 
that. granled :3iruilar conditions, 111 an expeTI~ 
ment between ratoon and, plant cotton the 

former "·ould grve the longer a~d 
[7.30 p.m,j stronger staple of th0 two, {' e 

finci Atnenca can £nd a 1narn:ct 
j 11 this connection. I want to qnote noy,~ 
from the " Producer,' Revie.,-'' of lOth ApnL 
1922, >vhich has this to say-

" vYhv i< ratoon cotton condemned? 
And ,,-h~o c~ndemned it '1 The Lancashire 
c'>tton qoinners did not, for they pur­
chased j housands of pounds YYorth of 
ratoon cotton, spun it, and pronounced rt 
as being ot first-cla.s quality, ape! wanted 
more of it if procurable, ~ow, as, It 
happens, ratoon cotton is a term, qmte 
unknown to the British cotton spmner: 
but thcv are up against what they term 
bollv cotton. which is quite a different 
thing.'' 

That is just ,,-hat I han _explained. I haw 
a lettet' here from a spmmng manager of 
the Shellc>v road mills dated 26th :Ylar~h, 
1923, This. gentleman is :Mr._ B~n W, Robm­
son, and he is actually a synnn1ng 1nanager, 
and this is what he sa,-s in regard to Queens­
land ra.toon cotton-

" The sample of Australian cotton 
shown to me is what I should call !on!!>' 
staple, and of a good grade for' cleanli­
ness. Similar sample and grade should 
<·ommand a good price for the ' fine 
counts spinners.' '.rhe bulk of the st~ple 
is 1~ inchb long, Ours for medmm 
counts aYerage 1~ inch, and we pay 200 
points on the month of American futures. 
March futures at pr<:>sent say at 15~d., 
add on 200 points equal to 2d, equals 
17~d. I should say the sample of 
Australian cotton is worth about 400 
points on, equa.l to 19~d, per lb. at pre­
sent price of American cotton," 

This letter has not been produced b,-- the 
Minister to gin' the ra toon side of the 
question. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It does 
not sa.y that it was ratoon cotton. 

:Ur, KERR: It was ratoon cotton. The 
hen, gentleman kno"-s perfectly well that all 
cotton sent from Australi"' prior to thi, year 
was mixc'd cotton, I am firmlY of the 
opinion that there is n1ore iu it thavn appears 
o~1 the surface in this 1nattcr of banning 
ratoon cotton. \Yhcther in the future there 
will be onh- one buver for th.c.t da.ss of 
cotton, and 'that the Lancashire people will 
b.o able to SilY. " This is our price, and 
this the only pricC'," I do not know ; but at 
tl1e prc2cnt tin10 the-re is no ·reason to ban 
ratoon cotton. I \Ya-nt to quote the ren1arks 
of :.Ir. Harolcl Parker, one of the delegates 
lrho cn,1ne out here. In an inte.n·ie\v on hi.s 
a.ni,--al in Brisbane he said-

,, One lot of the Aw;tralian-grown pro­
duct 'vhich he vurchased had proved so 
scttisfactor:-- that he had bought 10,008 

[Mr. Kerr. 

bale:: which we're now lying a.t Li\·erpool 
a'\Yaiting Juanufadurc.'' 

lie said ratoon cotton 1.-::- Lot legal tender, 
yet he has 10,000 bales awairiug maHufacture 
and he is hig·hly satisfied v-ith it. It is only 
since his arriYal here and otlwr influences 
haTe c01ne in that the po~ition has !xen 
shifted to >''hat it is to-da 1'. :Ur. l'arker 
also had this to say- c 

''Great Britain ditl not want an inch 
and a quarter staple. but Australia should 
conrcntrate on an inch and one-eighth 
and one inch and one-sixtpcnth stap!P. '' 

:J,Ir. Parker does not want a long f'taple 
cotton; he "ants a shorter staple and he is 
going to get it from this Go.-crnment. 

I take it that these doenmcnts are 
autheutie ancl that there is no doubt about 
th<:>nL I understand that :\Ir. l'owell is 
editor of a paper at Rockhampton, and lw 
obtained samples of ratoon cotton which he 
sent to America to be examined, and the 
'I'cxtile Department of the Dniwrsity of 
Georgia-it ought to be all right. seeing 
that our ginning machinery came fron1 
G(orgia-exa1nined this cotton. and there is 
nu n1istaking the O!(inion of the authorities 
there, Mr. C, R SeaL Textile Department, 
V ni ,-ersity of Georgia, in a letter to Mr. 
Powell, say~-

,, The two samples of cotton submitted 
to me for cxa.1nination are found as 
follows: -Plant cotton from to lk 
inches in length, wry strong·, and grad­
mg considerablv higher thau the best 
.A.n1eriean upland. Ratoon cotton. rang­
ing from 1 inch to 1~ inch, equally as 
strong as plant cotton, but a little more 
inogular in length, HoweYer. as the 
length is somewhat longer. I would say 
that they are of about equal .-alues." 

Here you ha.-e two position,. You ha,--e 
plant cotton which is of shorter staple and 
which is required in Lancashire under the 
agreen1ent, and you ha Ye ratoon cotton of a 
longer staple and which is said by experts 
to be of equal Yalue to the plant cotton. 
You cannot get away from these facts, no 
matter how you turn them upside down, 
Colonel E,--ans has had a good deal to say 
in regard to the cotton industry, and 
undoubtedly we appreciate his ad,-ice yery 
much, He was asked a question about 
ratoon cotton prior to the date when he 
"Tote the memorandum a.t Townsyi!le which 
was quoted by the :Vlinistcr. E,--identlv w-hen 
he v·as at Townsville he was asked t~ make 
out a case against ratoon cotton. If he was 
asked to n1a.-ke out a case again:<.t ra,toon, 
undoubt~dly he made out a ,-E'n- decent case. 
but before he made out this' case ag-ainst 
rutoo11, in reply to a question he said~ 

'· I ant not going to nwke any cc>ln~ 
me m on thE' point of "-het he,· ra.toou 
cotton is 'leg;al tender' on thr- world's 
cotton mm·ke't. You ha Ye had l\Ie''srs. 
Crompton \Yoorl and l'arker our he.re 
and heard their Yiev on the subje, t. 
If the~- cannot tell nm what leO'al tencle1' 
in cotton is there· i.~ no Dne-=> el::.:.c who 
can." 

Col.oncl E,-an,,;; did nof rcpl:v to the question 
winch was asked of him. He side-tracked 
the questiou on that OCdl~ion and said that 
WC lrad :Ylr. Crompton \Yood and others_ vYho 
~r~ the~v ~ I ~1aYe cxpl_aincd that they ha Ye 
mteresb m th1s connectiOn. A 5 lod deal has 
been saicl in regard tu our old cotton frienJ .. 
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Mr. Daniel Jones. J\lr. Jnm" ha' !wen ,·cry 
·habbily trcali'd by the GO\·ernnwnt. lle is 
an ·rxpert, and hi"" serYices haxe been »ought 
in 1nost parts of A-ustralia~ including \Y est ern 
Australia, and his ~llh-icc ha=-- been ,.:-c:.r:· sotE1d 
on evpr_,. occa3ion. £Ii" ach-ic>:> on this ques­
tion is in fa,·our of the gTo\v·ing c.,.: nttoon 
cotton because it i~ Yer~v suitable to Queens­
land conditions. I admit :\lr. Joncs has also 
dealt "·ith the marketing side. All thL same. 
that is a secondar.v consideratiO!l. It is all 
vel·..-,- fine to sa v that. }f a rf'rtn in section 
will not buy our· product. we "·ill not produce 
it. Eggs of a sn1a1l ~ize are not exported 
because the people oversl'a vrill not bu~· them, 
but that does not 'av we should kill the hens 
that lay the small e;;gs. I\Ir. J mw~ qu11s up 
the position Yer:, well in the;c word.;-

" 'rhe ~pring rainfall Il('CC5:-,ar:-· for 
sowing eotton cannot be rt: 1 ieri on in 
generaL hence it i:; that ratooning under 
such conditions is fayoured hv all of our 
experienced cotton-g-rowers. · Realising 
that its chid merit is r ,la tee! to the fact 
that it sustains life on'r long periods of 
dryness, and produce.'< its crop luxuriantly 
months after·wards when thP rain co1nes, 
and all other crops arc onl:v a withered 
memory. Then the stand-oYer time V\ a it· 
ing for rain might be just long enough 
to turn the crop from a legitimate seed 
plant to the illcgitin1ai:e ratoon." 

There vou have a line of demarcation made 
by legi-slation as to when a thinC2: i:;: ratoon 
and when it is not ratoon. The Government 
cannot stand out against ratooning. I have 
letters here from constituents of mine-letters 
from dozens of Queensland farmers who have 
said that they have shown ratoon cotton and 
plant cotton to the experts on the spot, and 
the experts have Le ,n unable to tell the diff­
erence. Either the writers of these letters are 
awful liars or they are not, and I am inclined 
to believe what they say. endoubtedly, in 
some instances, you may be able to tell the 
difference by the strength of the staple, but 
generally speaking, it is impossible to tell the 
cliff ·rence. The '' Daily Mail " of 8th }larch, 
1923, publishu.i a letter written to Mr. D. 
J ones in regard to a sample of first ratoon 
•cotton sent to Liverpool. The cotton was 
grown in the Kimberley country in the north­

"West of vV estern Australia. The letter reads-
" :ii!Iessrs, \V. Tanner, BoxwelL Son, and 

Cc.mpany, Liverpool, under date lOth 
Janu~ry, 1923, write as follows:-' We 
ar<:> in receipt of your samples of cotton, 
for which we thank vou. \Ye have car,e­
fully examined the cotton. and find it to 
be of good stavie, but rather brown in 
colour. It would compete with brown 
Eg-yptian cotton. -we han· no doubt that 
cottmt of this quality (such as your 
Sdmple) would find a read,. sale in this 
rr.arket, and on to-clay'e. pt:icc' would be 
valued about 15~d. a lb. \Yith re£< rence 
to your ren1arks that somf' Yisitors 
recently pa':·sed through your district. and 
that they condemrwd the perennial 
cotton, saying that svinncrs \Yould not 
use it, \Ye rnust expi'C:-'" our surpri::::.e, as 
we cannot agree with tlwm on tbis uoint. 
\Ve handle very largely Peruviar; and 
Brazilian cotton, all of which i~ Derw 
ennially grown. and v.-e find a r0:1dy Sale 
to all Lancashire spinn 1·s. 

'" ' So far as our inforrnation goes v-re 
bdicve that perennial eotton i~ grown in 
all countries where the nlan~ will stand 
tht• rigours of vvintf'r. ft is only grown 

in the L"nitcd State~ as an annual. because 
the \Yinta fro>ti' kill otr the plantc. As 
.VoLt ai·c a .tre. "·e handled all D". 
Thomat's cotton. and :vou arc p,·obably 
acquainted ·with the re:;;ult~. 

'··\Ye arc sure :-.njnnprs \Vould to~dav 
be YerY interested hud \YC anv of vou~t~ 
cotton .to offer them. Should the oppor· 
hu.~.itv arise of Your being- nblr> to cousig-n 
a,nv ~otton to ~thi,-, 1narl~et for ~ale, ~ve 
:--L~lll bun_: ll1Hch plcrL3ure in handling 
it.' .. 

I-Terc are fact,.;; prcn-ing that people ar(~ \Yill­
ing to < ke thi3 cotton. There arc- oi her 
cc;rmtric' in the world that arc h"ndting 
cotton. \Yith regard to Japanese cotto:1 1nills 
it is sta tPd-

" Arcor<1ing to official reports. tlw 
cotton-~plnn1ng indusrr,v- in .] apa.n had 
a satisfactorY vear in 1921. Fiftv-wven 
eompanics. :,it'h a total paid-up 'capital 
of 295.000,000 wn. . . The amount 
of cloth woven bv the thirtv-thrf'c corn· 
panies during the year Is given as 
700,000,000 y:trcls, or an av·era.gc output 
of 46.36 yards per loom per day. The 
amount of cloth vvoven in 1920 iotollcd 
760.000,000 yarus. The number of opera­
tiYes i~ returned a~ a·n'raging 7,000 nlf'll 
per clay and 28.000 women." 

I have anv amount of information here I 
have a 'letter from Philadelphia \vith 
zegard to co~t. 1vhicb reads-

" Sinl"'c. in addition to the ccst of r;lis­
ing your crop, there is the cost of ship· 
ping the cotton to the Cnitccl States of 
Americ ,, it would be diflicult fm short· 
staple' Australian cot ton to compete with 
A1nericLtn short~staple cotton, but owing 
to the premiums received for long s(aplPs, 
Australian cotton of more than 1~-inch 
in length should be able to compete with 
Egyptians, Pernvians, a.nrl American long 
staples, and bring a good profit to the 
farmer. Therefore, we vrge the growing 
of long-staple cottons in your country." 

If we \\'ant long-staple cotton. one means of 
getting it is ratoon cotton, which will give 
the long-staple cotton. 

I want to refer to the que,tion of the bear· 
ing disease has upon ratoon cotton .. It has 
struck me forciblv that the whole t•sue In 
rpg-ard to ratoon. cotton derends upon the 
question of legal tender. As soon as . the 
question of logal tPnder can1e up. Yar1ons 
people tur'led round and said that disea,,e 
would overtake ratDon cotton. It has been 
mentioned in the Chamber to-night that plant 
cotton is more subject to diSt a se than ratoon 
cotton. \Ve have the faet that there arc bvml' 
pests attacking the cotton plant which .~·ou 
will ncyer c'radrcatc by stoppmg rcttoomng. 
Colonel Evans, as reported in the '' Courier'' 
of 11th April. 1923, says-

" I anived a.t Broome on 7th Fobru· 
arv, and found that tlw plots in the 
nclghbomhoocl. wh\ch had been . plant<'d 
on light sandy so11. \Verc not hkc~ly fet 
sucrP<::'rl. In the prc-cinC'ts of th(' to1vn 
itself. ho\Vc·ver. a fe1v plot~ of Egyptian 
cotton \vcre lwinQ' Q.Town under irrig-a­
tion, and I found et hat the'C wen' !lcavil<r 
infl stPd b,- "·hat I suspected to be the 
pink boil \vorm pc~t. \Vith 1.vhieh I. was 
well acquainted in Indi.L Some ot the 
garden~ round a bont \vere grovnng 
ratoon cotton, and this also \VU,'- found 
to b0 infected. I at once sent specimen3 
to Encdancl to Professor H. Maxwoll 

c Mr. Kerr.] 
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Ldroy, head of The Bureau of Ento­
rnolog- of the Ro;cal College of Science, 
England, who-5e repon: hss not ye: been 
received." 

Here was cotton in \V cstNn AusrraJia alleged 
to be attacked bv a pest kno\Vn as the pmk 
boll \.vorm. and ~,.-hen the report came fron1 
Professor Lcfro" in London it was stated 
that, as a result of his inspection of rhe 
hibiscus worm sent from Broome l1e l·ad 
formed the opinion that it was no known ball 
worm. \Ye are told that rho American boil 
weevil is not in Au.,tralin, but it is snpposccd 
to be, and 1 he "'-'PPosi tion is that that is the 
reason whv ratoon cotton is being prohibited 
to-day. Colonel Evans was ;,sked a question 
m March, 1923-

" Do you think \Ve stand in dangeT of 
the importation of the American boll 
\vecYil into Australia?" 

He replied, ""-io, I do not think so." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICt:LTt:RE: Because 
<lf the preca.utions we have taken. 

Mr. KERR : One man who was growing 
cotton told me about the Government's pre­
cautions. He said that the officials came 
out to his farm with spra:.s and went 
round spraying in the fidd. I say that 
it is not the Government who have stopped 
the disease, from coming into Australia. 
What a claim for the Government to make ! 
They would daim anything aft,or claiming 
that. I am satisfied that ratoon cotton is 
going to do no harm in regard to fl''sts. I 
am satisfied that, if it is not legal te1:der, 
there is a market for it in th0 world. I am 
satisl1Nl that it is a drought cotton which 
will give the farmer his bread and butter 
when other things fail. \Yh> 'honld the 
farmer plant c>orn, ,,-heat. 1naiZe. v.-hich the 
drought kills, :<nd be asked to plant cotton, 
which the drought al50 kill>,, There is noth­
ing against ratoon , oiton. Here is the 
or.mion oi :\1r. IY. \V. Turner. as quote<l in 
tlw " Courier'' of 12th October la'!t year-

" :::Vll'. IV. \\'. Turner, a Yl'larbon 
grazier, who was in \Yar1vid\: on Tuc·s­
day, < onflrmcd previous reports. of till~ 
enthusiasm with which the cultiv'<tiou of 
cotton ib being taken np in 1:,.. elarbon 
a.nd distrid. He quotes the experience 
of one grOwer who, two year~ ago, ex­
perinlented in the crop, and was 1'0\"\ .1nled 
with " net profit of £8 per etcrc. The 
crop wae allowed to stanrl OYCL and t.he 
ratoons, a!tcr being pruned, yielded rr 
net return of £15 per acre in the second 
year. A furtlH_'r trial is being given this 
year for a, third ( ,·op off the sanw rl ·nt­
ing.n 

rrho dcc]:=:-ion ,,-ith regard to the ('111 bar go 
on rntoon cotton should be dclaved. Plots 
shouH he ;•etablished in Yarim;s pari of 
(.,lue~nsland lo test the matter from all points 
of view. bnt \ve shonld not (~f'(~ide fr JlY: one 
point of view only. Taking into con::;idcra­
tion the requests of those who grow ratoon 
cr,tton, the Government would be wcll-<Hh·ised 
not to make a football of this bminco ·, but 
for twelve months to come gin• ra.toon cotton 
every te•t which it is possible to make. 
Let ratoon cotton be grown and marketed. 
The farmers are content to find their own 
markets. To beat the Government in this 
matter they have appealed for funds, and 
I think they will get them. To come down 
with this legislation and prohibit something 
which it is really impossible to prohibit is 
going too far. 

[Mr. Ket·r. 

I want to rt_a.d in C'onclusion a couple of 
ktter,. (),-,.• ;,, frorn Pullcn Vale. Indooroo­
pilly. m my district, from ::Ylr. Hugh 
:Uc:\IartJn, whose people are known through­
c,ut Ausrraiia. Thev have done exceptional' 
service t.:J the State 'in connection \vith \vool. 
:VIr. l\1c:\1art.in is a Yery fine type of pro­
ducer, and an excellent citizen. This letter, 
which is Ye:y pertinent to the matter, 
states-

" In clan to come, when the ruination 
of .- J1ruu~ising industry is viewed in jts· 
proper light. those whose names ar.e 
'"sociat~d with the pas,cing of the anh­
ratoomr.g clauses of cotton legislation 
will ho ·:e cauee to feel ashamed of t.he 
artitudL• the' adopted. 

" The cotton industry, before people 
began to fool and tinker with it, offered 
a 'solution of the Australian farmer's 
most clrf!icult problem-the uncertainty 
uf our rainfall. \Vith a field of cotton 
well rooted the man on the land could 
go r·heerfnlly ahead, happy in the know­
ledge that enn should a drought come 
'1is '>' a he would get something to keep, 
the pot boiling. The ratoon crop was his 
.saver. 

""-iow-welL he might just as well' 
plam wheat, corn, or anything else, for 
couon is ju::-r as ' touchy ' in its early 
f'tagc~;. as any other crop. 

" Orw thing about the cotton industry, 
it ':!as produced the biggest crop of 
darrln,:_d li:J.rR po;;siblo to im'agine, men 
who bolstc,r up a rotten cause are pre­
pared to nan,Jianure as much falsehood 
and mi:Srcpre~entation as they deen1• 
nu-e~ .ar": to '10odwink the unthinking and 
disimerc,red of our community. The 
gr, cdy profiteering wretches that sit 
behind the scenu making the balls for 
their noi,y fuglemcn to lire are a dis­
gra ·c to thl' name of British trade. The 
~plrit < c tuaring their present move of 
d(•]iberatcly injuring the struggli~g 
prlrnary }1roducers of Queensland. and In 
man·." c,,,,,~, particularly the scrub cotton 
farn;n. mpletel!· ruining them, is the 
~ame spirit of coerciYe trading that 

the long,suffering American 
L oloni>t ,, tc resort to arms and finally 
hurl th<,ir oppresmrs {rom their midst. 
~o n1.:a,nr~ has CYcr done so much to 
weaken 1hc ties that bind us to the 
rnothr~'r con11trv, at least v.-ithin the eyes 
(lf ?. ]ar":e scC·tion of ihc primary pro­
dncc·s. "'this anti-ratoon kgislation if it 
is rm.Je into law. People will sacrifice 
rnuch on -::he altar of patriotism if they 
belicYe the canc,e just one, but if you 
get n11J1 belieYc, as n1any of our cotton 
farrm•rs bclieYe, that they are th~ 
victim~ . .; a low-down trade 'stunt 
worker\ tiwm bv people for whose 
safet:· welfare 60.000 of the flower 
of 'Jur nation have latelv died-well. 
patriotisn' will give way to a feeling of 
loathing and contompt. 

" Pers0ncJlv I belilwe that the late 
,o,,-e.Jlc<: ' British Cotton Delegation' 
· . ..-a,, no more or less than a scouting 
party frow the British Cotton Combine 
-which party. when they saw the vast 
possibilities our wonderful country 
offered could thev but bend our cotton· 
grov, ~rs to their' will and rompel them 
to grow only th<> cotton they desired, 
fairly jumped with joy at the prospect. 
·what a gorgeous promise for the­
profitee!s' future bliss ! ·A rush of lies, 
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Cackul wiTh the pretence of expert 
authu.nry tOr financial aidJ carrying the 
Jnini~L'rial heads of the State tcmpora1·ily 
off th0ir b>iancc ancl causing them, while 
~o llp~-.?t. to rnakf' foolish pro1nises-the 
in~ta1li11g- ot IYatchdogs on the premis0s 
t.o "ca.-:_·e oft any other cotton n1agnares 
who rr:1t=ht happen along. a year or t\VO 

cf comr: cratively high prices (subsidised\, 
and then the old. olcl tale of no competi­
tion. anJ the price that the only buyer 
cares to J;lYe.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL::LT"GRE 
!Hon. \Y. X. Gillics. Each!lm): I ask that 
the hon. membe-r be required to lay tl:at 
letter on the table of the House. 

The SPEAKER: The !1on. member has 
exhausted the time cdlowcd to him by the 
Sta11ding Orc:er····· \Yith regard to reading 
letter~ or u,,_~~,·spaper extracts, I should like 
to point ont that .~ }la:y" has this to say--

" 1 t is also irregular to read extracts 
from ncwepapcrs. letters, or other doc!l­
mcnts rcierring to debates in the House 
in the same Sbsion. Indeed, until 1840, 
the reading of any extracts fro1n a. news~ 
pap,•r. -·:hethcr referring to debates or 
not. !wd bPcn rc~tra1ned as irregular. On 
the 0th }'!arch, 1840, the Speaker ha,-ing 
ea Ded " member to order who \YHS re<d­
ing an cxtrar:· cut out fron1 a newspaper 
as part of his epeech, Sir Robert Peel 
'aid it would be drawing the rule too 
tightly if n1en1bers \\'0l'C restrained froru 
reading- rcic,·ant extracts fron1 nc\vs~ 
)Japers .. ; and \Yith the acquiescence of the 
House, th,• member proceeded to reCJd 
the pa;sagt• fron1 the ne\vL;paper ." 

I haYe Do desire to restrict debate, but I 
ha.ve obsen-ecl an inclination on th<> nart of 
some hon. mcmbt•rs to quote too le!tgthil:.­
from newspapers. I hops that in future hon. 
members will only read relevant extracts in 
making their speeches. I have no desire to 
curb disc1"sion. but the speech of the hon. 
member for the last l\ventv minutes has con­
sist0d almc"L exclnsiveh o'f letters or quob­
tion::'. fron1 1H''",·8papc .. r~. · 

Mr. KELSO (T11nduh;: I beg to moYe-
,, ·:rh{:.t. the hon. men1ber for Enoggera 

be grartcd an extension of tin1e. '' 
Question put e,ncl passed. 
Mr. KERR: I thank hon. nwmbcrs :!'or 

their conoidcration. I shall not. continue 
with that particular letter, but I "\Vant to 
quote in ' ow:lusion a lettcr from ::\Ir. G. H. 
B. Hohne", \\ho S.<:tys-

" ~I:r rntoon cotton ha:: turned out 
slight(c better than the nlant cotton. 
nlt.hou[d1 you could hardly ~ee thP plants 
for Wt·cck The plant I k:,pt clcan, but 
when tnc Governmenr Dnt the ban on 
ratoon. J stopped working it. If I had 
kept- it dertn it would bavc beaten 1hc 
annual cutton easily. The ratoon cotton 
has luns- wa'' the better nanle."' 

Another letter I desire to quote ~omes from 
l\1r. J. \V. S111itD, of Gunniwin, Yia Roma-

" I "'''" sa:. I have a splendid twclvP 
acre "'1tin[;- of cotton, which did not g-0t 
a fair g,) this year, but if ratoon should 
pay welL Do you think there is anv 
likelihood of the embargo of ratooning 
being lifted 1 The Australian Cotwn 
Association says 'No.' I would verv 
much like to hear vour opinion on the 
matter." ' · 

Mr. J. H. J. Koet'. of Deeford, says-
" The discoyery I made was a beetle 
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m 1 he• cotton field close to ratooneJ< 
cotton. This beetle rPsembled so per­
fecth· 1~10 Mexican ball weeYil that I wes. 
scared ,tncl \\'OUlcl not continue to fight 
:or ra toon cotton. ~'-n entomologist 
satisfied me, howeyer, that it was not the 
real weevil and that ratoon cotton, when 
p1:opcrl~: clc::aned. ~nd ct~ltiYated, during·. 
winter. 1n lns opinion, \VIll not propagate 
11ests more than annual cotton. I ani.• 
satisfi~d Oi1 this point, I can go along· 
a o-ain to do mv lwst for the ratoon cotton 
c~use, and all 'through the Dawson Valley 
vou ,·an hear the farmers, with the excep­
tion of an odd one. quite in faYOlll' of 
ratoon ~otton on account of the results.'' 

::\Ir. J. l,Y. Smith, of Gunniwin, also says in 
another letter-

" I k~Cow onlv too crnellv what it win 
nwan tP me. and there are'hundreds Jikt> 
n1e. Scrub :;elections are a source of 
grca t expense. Sun~ly we ought not 1;0. 

be tied do\vn to any such laws." 
I again a.'k the GoYernment to take each 

aspect of the question into consider~tion ::nd 
>~·e if th~y cannot, for the time bemg, Wl_th­
];old their anti-ratoon legislation, pendmg 
inquiries as to the rnarkcts and pec;,tR, and 
!'ending the establishing of plots to test 
r.cloon colt<Jn. That is all that is asked. 
Xo guanmcc is required from· the Govt:rn­
ment; the people arc prepared to bear the 
expense tilcmselYes. The question is such ,a, 
big one that the Go>crnment would do well 
to comidcr it fully before finally deciding. 

::\Ir. ELPHIXST02'<E iO:r'cy): The diver­
sity of intcrccts im·olved in this important 
quE-~tion naturally n1akes it a son;~.ewhat com­
plicated prol>lem. The great pomt we have· 
'0 bear i:1 mind in discussing it is the fact 
that we ),·,·;e to look to outside markets for 
the sale of ow· product,, ·when we are deal­
ing \Vith " product all of which is consumed 
within the sbores of ~..\..nstralia, we can make 
our 0\\'11 rnl<e·s and regulations and controL 
the whole oituation. But when we arc look­
mg to the n:arkets of the world and have 
to con1petc \vith other countries \Vith the.ir 
':-On1etinH.'S cheaper production, then "\'re haYe, 
to reali~e tha~ we: have not onh:- ourselves 
w consider. It seems to me that a number 
of spcerl1es which "·e haYc heard savour 
rather of the parochial. and of considering 
too much the Queensland side \vithout studJ-­
ing what mi,:;ht be termed both sides of the· 
question-that i,, the side of the growers 
anL1 the side of the consun1ers, which n1u:--•, 
go hand ir~ hand in a question of this sort. 
l::.1 appro'J:ching this question-and I have 
t ndf'aYour•'cl ro giYe a lot of thought to it­
we ha,:c to consider both sides. I happen­
nnf.ortunately, as son1e may consider-to be 
an Euglishn1an, and therefore I can und-er~ 
srand the con;;:;crvati~n1 of Englishn1en, and 
the vie\Ypoint of thr home buyer of this com­
moclio". Therefore. perhaps I am qualified 
to express an opinion from th< two stand­
point>. and I shall endeavour in the remarks 
I intend to make to throw out some sugges­
tions which may help the situation. 

Thf• fir.,t point we ha•::2 to consider is that 
Gn·J.t Britain is intcn!'c]y conser\·atiYe. \Ye 
have to rely on Great Hr]tain in this matter. 
The old <'OUntrv is making the growth ,.[ 

cotton an Empire proposition. 
l8 p.m.] and is proposing to sprmd a cer-

te.in amount on developing the 
~rowth of cotton throughout the Empire. 
We have every reason to know that Grua~ 
Britain is very conservative. Those of u" 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 



Vl66 Cotton lnduslr7J Bill. [ASSEl'IIBL Y.] Cotton Industry Bill. 

who have been introducin"' Land Act Am0ud­
ment Acts dm·ing the pas~ two or threP YL',ll'> 
ha\"e reason to kno·w that Great Britain i'3 
con"ervatiY0 in a llHlttcr re~pecting nn 'blJ~ 
gation; ther0forE'. here again \YE' ha Ye to 

remember that Great Britain is eonservati·,T0 
in a que!Stion a1)pertaining to cotton-gTO'-'-iilll:. 
Another point that has to be borne in ncmcl 
is. that cotton i~ playinA a n1ost itnp-ott:ut:: 
part in our land scttlelllent srhcnlf'S in 
Queensland. \Yhen we obtain the 10.0(10 
settlcn that ''"'' proposP to put on tlw lam!. 
~rrcl of whon1 WP have heard so much duriug-

this ~Ps:-ion. we ha YC' to realiBe that cotto~1 
c-ultiYation \Yill play an i111portaut part in 
the prospects of those settlers. Therefore, 
to place any unnatural or unfair handicrtp 
upon thos{:' settlers in one of their IIOl.eful 
produetions-that is. cotton-will ad as a 
deterrent and a drnnper at the Yery inC'ept~on 
o£ their opf'ratiom'. It seems to me that it 
·i.' the dutv of th(· Gm-ernment to take n ,-cn­
"broad vie\v of this question. They have o;ot 
to study it from the viewpoint of the market 
·which they expect to establish for the cotton: 
they have got to study it from the viewnoint 
of the settler: and they bave g.ot to study it 
from tlw viewpoint of Queensland in regard 
to cotton production: and out of these three 
issues they have to draw deductions and take 
a definite step in the direction which they 
rultimately fi11d to be a wise one to pursue. 
I want to say quite frankly and fearle,sly. 
after having studied the question frm.n all 
viewpoints. that I think the Government 
have no other course open but to introrh;ce 
'legislation Qf this nature. (Hear. hear!) 

I an1 going to giYe rea:-ons ·why I a1n of 
that opinion. In the first place, there are 
1 !w statements of those people who have been 
sent out to advise us upon this question of 
-cotton-growing. \Ye have gone to other parts 
o1 the world to get advice. and they have 
lent to us men of high repute. men of educa­
tion, and mPn eminently qualified to voice 
opinions npon tl1e mbject that they have 
been sent to expound. Therefore, to disre­
gard that advicP when we are entering upon 
a nev: era in cotton-growing would he unfor­
hmate in that, if anv mistakes E'ventuate. 
this wou1d natnrall~- be flung in our teeth: 
"You diEregarded the advice of world 
exnerts. and carved ont Your own destinv, 
therefore ~·ou cannot look' to us to help you 
out of vour difficulties." Another point is 
that we· ar•· dependent upon the spinners of 
Lancashire for our market. and I ,hould be 
snrev if we looked bevond the markets of the 
Ern1\ire for DLI'' cotton. because I am quite 
~ure-and this \Ye ~hall appreriate a:::. vve get 
older and a~ our prob 1ems becmne 1nore arute 
-tbat thPqe probleJ_ns can be better tackled 
hv looking fDr n1arkcts within the E1npire 
t(wn bv looking- for scatterer! markets in dif­
ferent ·parts oft he world: thNefore. in that 
regard. I ant in 0ntir0 syn1pathy 1Yith our 
('resent Prime :1Iinister in his mis~ion to 
GrPat Britain in tr,,ing to incnlcat" into 
the n1ind. of th0 nlel·chant.;;. n1anufacturers. 
and ronsnmPr<S. in Great Britain the idea of n 
1--elf-rontainPr! EmpirP. The cotton spinnPrs 
in L'lnca~hire haYe a very in1portant voice 
in connertipn with th0 question of ratoon~. 
It may be. nncl probably i'. that the:.- do not 
u11der::;i and the rntoon qnP~tion a~ \Vf' under­
stand it in Quecmland. It ma: .. · he that the,­
have formed .an entireh- wrong conclusion as 
to what WP unckr>tan"d to b'e It 
mav be that the\- are confnsilH( ,. 
Botion with onr rU roon c0t+r."; : n'eYer~:heks'3. 
at th(\ preSE'nt juncture. \.YP are nwrc or le~.3 
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in the hand, of those spinners who are our 
1narket. and \vho are going to 1nake or break 
to a verv large lxtPnt the de~ti1rr of our 
cotton prcduction in Queemland. 1'herf'fore, 
I think at this otage it would he unwise to 
Llo anything that >nm!cl dec;troy the confi­
dence of tho~e people who l!aYe alreadv 
shown an indication of bein:; vrcpared tO 
extend a helping hand to us in this distant 
rart of the Empire in what "·e believe to be 
ollP of our n1ost pron1i~ing primar,'"- product5. 
Another point is that we ha,-e alreadv 
recei,-ed financial assistance from the Britislil­
r\ustralian Cotton Growing A:~,Jociation. and 
" · expect to recein> more from tha.t same 
channel. The Minister has complained, if 
one may u-.e that expression, that they 
ha ,·e not received all the financial assist­
ance from tl!at source that he thinks we 
a.re entitled to expect. That ma.v or maY 
not be, but I am quite sure 1l1at if .,:<' 
showed that AssDciation that we intend to 
follow the ach-ice th0,- extend to us. and 
the ach-ict> of their exiJerts, we shall loosen 
their purse string·s. and they will begin to 
appreciate that this is the producing end of 
the cotton iEdustrv whilst theirs is the con­
suming end. and that the two intereste are 
abwlutel_v wrapped up one with the other. 
and it is to their int0rests from all points of 
Yiew that they should assist us in that regard. 
If we defy them, and say. "You have got 
ycur own old con:;:crYative ideas. and -,.ve in 
our greater 1Yisdon1, or supposed greater -,.vis~ 
dmn. ure going tn grow ratoon cotton. ~<vhich 
is jnst as satisfactory as annual cotton." 
what will be the position' There is a 
diversity of opinion on the question of 
whether we can grow ratoon cotton as satis­
factory as annual cotton. That may be 
correct. or it may not. One thing is certain. 
and that is that the Lancashire people seem 
to be of thP one opinion. and that is that 
annual cotton is the only cotton the:-' require. 
Seeing that we in Qlleensland can grow the 
annual cotton .. it seems to me to be rather a 
pity if we go out of ollr way to take excep­
tion to that attitude. and perhaps take up a 
line of action and argument which is going 
to throw Dur growers into conflict rather 
than educate them and assist them and pro­
ceed on the even tenor of our wa v without 
quarrelling amongst ourseh~es, aS so fre­
quently follows when we approach a new era 
in rE'gard to some braneh of primary produc­
tion in Queensland. I have endeavoured by 
questions in this House to ascertain what is 
the position in regard to the British-Aus­
tralian Cotton Growing Association. Here 
've have a bodv of men who are essen­
tiall> business men. who have in Queens­
land 111 agreement of a yerv short duration, 
and \Yho have spent ~omething like £300.000 
Dn Psta blishing ginneries. One would 
itTW£rine that their ~Te tt obj0rt is to get as 
nuwh cotton to g-in a~ the, pos;::ibh- can. 
bcrau~.:.p the mor2 'C.ott<)l1 they' gin thE' 'biggt-~r 
,,-ill be tlw return for their expem1iturP. 
Still the>e rnH1 bv thci;· utterances haYe said 
that they are oi1posed to the growing of 
ratoon roti011 in Queensland. I hrn-e tried t0 
arrrue the J)0f'ition~ ont. I rannot undPrstand. 
how the Briti~1l·Au::.:tralian Cotton Gro1ving 
Association could possibl:.- opnosc thE' g-row­
ing of ru toon f'otton unlcs~ the,,- \Ye re ab~o­
lntelv convinced that it 1;•onJ.d be a mistake 
for thf' welfare of the industry for ra toons to 
be ;::o grown. As. I ha,-e a1rr~dy pointed out. 
i~ rato01.'\ 1vere pern1ittcd. the ginnpries. 
·would be rnore freouentlv and more con­
sistently occn:,ied t11an >vould be the case 
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ith the growth of annuak out 1! theoe 
ratoons c~re to be eliminated then the opera· 
t.ion:; of the ginneries will Le curtailed. and 
that being so I eannot illlagine what po~sible 
object tbe A'sociatiou could have in clis­
·couraging ratoo11s unleoS·'-' it be for the fact 
that thev and those associated \vith it and 
intereste~l in it in other parts of the world 
with. perhaps. a greater knowlPdge of this 
industry. see in it a danger to the welfare o: 
Queensland's cotton. Let us view this posi­
tion a little doser. Here is an Association 
that has spent approximately £300,000, and 
which has a tenure under the agreement only 
up to 30th June, 1926. One can only explain 
this by assuming that they anticipate the 
permanency of the cotton industry in 
'Queensland. This Association's policy evid­
ently is that its future in Queensland depends 
upon the permanency of the cotton industry. 
Therdore its argument is that we should 
grow annuals and not ratoons. because by 
doiw; so we would help to establish the per­
manency of the industry, and thereby ensure 
the welfare of all concerned in it. Another 
point is that £50,000 of the taxpayers' money 
has already been spent in substantiating our 
guarantee to the growers. 

\Vhy are wc renewing this guarantee? 
Why is it that the taxpayer is finding this 
money? The Government speak somewhat 
airily of this guarantee. They speak of it 
as redounding· to their credit for the way 
they are doing it. But it is not their money; 
it is the taxpayers' money. The people the 
Opposition are supposed to represent are the 
people who are paying this £50,000. It is 
<those people who coni inue to make up these 
subsidies to the cotton-grower. \Vhat justifi­
cation is there for the payment of £50,000 
if it is not to aosist a new production 
rto become a permanent industry in Queens­
lctnd, which will rise. as I hope it will, 
to Bnch a height that its reputation will 
be equal to the reputation that our wool 
has won and is enjoying at the present 
moment? I cannot justify or reasonably 
argue for the continuation of these subsidies 
-to the cotton-grower unless it is on the score 
of giving assistance to the industry in the 
early days of its production, or in the direc­
tion of estab]i,hing permanently an industry 
which will redound to the credit of Queens­
land and all associated with it. 

Another point is this: Even assuming 
that the ad vice given on the question of 
ra.toon and annual cotton is not reliable­
assuming that it is not correct-I argue that 
at this stage we should not stop to reason 
on that point. \V<' have got ootton interests 
I<>E>hind us which have been established for 
generations. \V'c have opinions given wliich 
we must respect for the time being, as the 
interests are interwo,-en the one with another. 
It is a great pity if we break away from 
the advice giyen to us on this important 
question, and I suggest that we leave the 
question of whether ratoon is as good as 
annual cotton for inyestig·ation and subse­
quent determination. 

The Minister in his speech-in my jnck­
ment it was a Ycr:;- con1prehensiye one­
expressed the hope that cotton would occupy 
as important a position in the industries of 
Queensland as our wool. I reciprocate that 
feeling. 

At 8.12 Jl.m., 
Mr. Du;,;sT_\K ((;?f""IJir), one of the panel of 

Ten1porarv Chalrn1enJ relieved the Speaker 
in the chair. 

:\Ir. ELPHic'\STONE: I see no reason 
why the cotton indnstr~- of Queensland should 
uot be just a~ inrportant to us as our \vool 
is, but there \rill bL' this very great difff'r· 
enc. 111 n1y judgtnent-that wherea:3 \YOol is 
the product of big statjons and the inYcst. 
tnent of large sun1~ of rnoncy. cotton scenB 
to me a. prcduction upon which we must 
reh· on the small cultivator to make a 
suc'ce'G of it. 'l~he more one irrn'stig-atc~ this 
question the n1orP conYinced 011e .._ becomes 
that the futnre of ihe cotton industrv is in 
the hands of the man who looks to it a,; 
a side crop rather than as a main crop. 
It seems to mE· that it will be the salnttion 
of the dairyman if he can put 5 to 10 acres 
of land under cotton cultivation and by so 
doing add £100 or £200 to the common 
exchequer and find occupation for his family 
and himself between the times he is engaged 
in his milking. Those seem to be the 
lines along which we should proceed. In 
that direction it ic quite a different class of 
primary production to wocl. but just as 
,-aluable and calling for as much judgment 
as wool has don<>. 

ThNe have been severa I arguments raised 
in favour of the ratooning of cotton which 
l'equire a little examination. One of tilE' 
argutnents adYanced is a Yery potent one 
indeed-that is, that the sowing season for 
cotton is generally a dry time in Queensland, 
and the spring rains in that portion of 
Queensland where cotton cqltivation is show­
ing the greatest progress are not sufficiently 
r£>liable to encourage the planting of annual 
cotton. There is a good deal in support of 
that contention. and those who support the 
ra tooning question could not have found a 
season more favourable to their argument 
than the present one. \Ye are suffering from 
an extraordinarily dry spell. It is some­
what unfair to base all our argument ia 
favour of «ltooning on the conditions as 
tlwv exist to-dav. Nevertheless, records show 
that spring raii1s in the Central district are 
not t<>o reliable; but for an annual crop 
those rains must be enjoyed, otherwise 
the grower will miss his opportunity and the 
seed will not germinate. That is a forcible 
argument by those in favour of ratooning. 
vVh£>ther we can overcome that-as I pre­
wme we shall endeavour to overcome it in 
certain directions by irrigation-! do not 
know. but I do think that irrigation will help 
to solve th£> problem. It is certain that, if 
annual cotton is to take that prominent 
position in our exports which we hope it 
will. some means will have to be found to 
assist a spring gro,vth. 

Another point that the advocates of ratoon 
cotton can reasonablv advancf' is that tlw 
Goycrn1nent are din1'inishing the guarantee 
in regard to annual cotton. and by this 
action the o-rower will be i hrown more and 
mon" back ~1pon ratoon t'Otton. There is. a 
certain amount of truth in that argument. 
After next vear, if n1v memorv is ~correct. 
the Gov£>rnrnent propose to · reduce the 
guarant<'f' in regard to other than la-inch 
Biaple cotton. This shows a tendency on the 
part of tlw Gon'rnment to reduce the 
gnar.mtf'e, ancl thereb,- withdraw from ~he 
cotton-grower the main protection to h1m, 
which has been the guarantee. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LTl"RE: There 
will still be a g-uarantee of a flat rate of 
5d. per lb. 

Mr. ELPHI:'\STO:'\E: That is ~d. per lb. 
less than the prPsent gt1arantee? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!Cl"LTURE: Yes. 
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Mr. ELP HI:\STOKE: The :\1inistcr also 
Hated that he is uncertain as to how long 
this c:uarantee ;, going to last. Although the 
}fini~ter rna:r be on quite safe ground. and 
is perhaps keeping within the four walls of 
his responsibilities by being g·uarded in h1s 
l'C'lnarks. rhe fact ren1ain~ that bY sho\Ying 
a tendency to u:ducc this guar'antee the 
Gon?rl11TIC1H arc ~trengthening the argnn1ef!-t 
of the ratoonist. because he saYS that. if th1s 
,euaranrc did not Pxi~t. it \YOnld never pay 
hin1 to gro,..- anuual rotton. 

_-\not her polnt I ·wjsh to touch upon is this: 
I do Jl(Jt ~·?O how the Govcrnuu:nt e:an po;:;sibl~· 
\vithdra-,,,r thut guarantee \vhilc they put 
n::~tl·iction~ on rhc aro\ver a.3 to the class of 
cotton iJE• shall gro\Y:· The fact of the Gm·ern­
rncn: g-iving !his guarantee i~ th"ir safe 
anchorage in in1po.sing rho conditions under 
wllich cotton i::;. to be grown. If the Go1,·ern­
n1ent did not. give an:v guarantee as to the 
price. thee· would have no ju,tilication what­
ever for innoducing this Bill. Th Tefore, 1t 
.•. eems that so long a • the Government 11lace 
re~tric-tions on the grower in the n1anner in 
\rhich thc-~Y are doing, so long must they 
maintain that guarantee. It should not be 
a difficult n1aner r,o 1nainrain that. h~~cause 
if our cotton is of the excellence which our 
experts t.cll us it i~-there •secn1s To he no 
diYf.'rsity of opinion in that regard-it \vill 
not be long before Qu ·ensland cotton will 
c:-:tablish for itself a rerlutarion on the n1arket 
which will demand a!Jd command a price 
which only t,he best can attain, such as is 
tlie case with our wool to-dav. Therefore, 
the n:taint"'nance of a guarant~e on all fours 
1Yith that v1hicl1 exist:" to-da"","" ~cen1~ to be 
a bsolute]_y nc-ee~~ary whilst ,i\:e in1pose c-On­
ditions on the grower. In 1n;· judgn1ent, it 
is safe !"O long a~ thosf· eonditions preyail. 
be< au'e by "'' doing you will undonbtedly 
e-nsure a longer stapl0 and a high quality 
of cotton. 

Another YNy forcible a,·gunwm that has 
been raised is in rvg-ard to the difficulties 
experienced L!-- the illl'll on scrub lands. I 
ha Ye ht ard on or two speakers on the Go­
YPr11mnn bcnche~ speak rather ·disparagingly 
and slightiDg·]y oi those 1ncn -who are engaged 
in thE: prob1Pln:-o; of ~ctth :Ylcnt on our scrub 
lands. I would remind thos hon. members 
that wP haYP to rei:-"" on the ('0-opcration of 
all cla"cs of s..ttlers ro make Queensland the 
cou!ltry we dc•sirc to wake it. and that the 
problems of th • man on scrub land ·hould 
b-~, our problem. Ii we nu help him by 
cncouragi11:c- him in t.he gro··-·th of cotton. then 
i\·e arc n.'3"isting uPr>5clYc•s a:-:;; \\·ell as hirn. 
\Yhat ls rhe proble1n i11 ~·er.;ard ro thP srrub 
settl0r? Ho argues that he cannot afford to 
clem· his land in !he ordinary wa,--that th•e 
onlv '''·a~· wit11in hi-., J1:leans is 'ro feil and burn 
the' sc·n~b and plant his cotton an1ongst the 
root~, allo,ving time 1o rot the roots out. whpn 
they may be- broken up and removed. Of 
cours€'. that _is quite correct; but it ~,een1s to 
me that the Government can come to the ··C'rub 
farmer's assistance. and instead of inritin,,~ 
his hostilitv-as a mea~ure of this nature ,viH 
ct? unle:-:s ;orne kind of assistance is giYen to 
l11m-help him in the clruing of his land. 
The,,e scrub farmers cannot afford to buy the 
plant for th0 clearing of their land. yet plant 
<>an be obtained which will vel'V effectively 
and easily dear scrub land. :No one can argu~ 
that any reasonable farmer would rather 
plant cotton promiscuously amongst the roots 
of trees than clear his land with the proper 
implements and then plant the cotton 
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symnwtrically, permitting of easy ~ultivatiol1! 
and attention. The question then JS why the 
GoYN!In!Cllt do not place at the disposal of 
tllC' ;ccrub farmer the 11ecessar,· implements 
with which to clear the land. \Ye want nim 
to grow cation, and the Government might 
reasonabh· make a,·a1lable to hm1 such land­
dearing ln1plements on ]oan as would permit 
of th" clearing of the land \vithin the course 
of a week or t\'.~o. when the implements could 
l1e passed on to wmeone else to do likewise: 
The scrub-settler could th0n go ahead and 
&!'row his cotton in the manner the Govern­
iHent think nercssar:v. I a.rgue that it would 
bt> a thousand pities if the Government pro­
ceeded ,,-ith this measure. which may seem 
particularly ha1 sh to a man who does not 
m;derstand the true significance of it, and 
allo1Yed cotton-grmYers to be cliyided into 
two camps on this important question. This 
should not be a party question. It is a 
rnatter of endeayouring: to establish another 
great primary production. \Ye are told 
throughout th0 length and hreadth of the 
ciYili;ced world that Que nsland cotton IS 

pre-eminent. Therefore. let us approach the 
m a tteY from that point of Yiew, and instead 
of pitting one method al;iainst the oth~r, let 
tLo carrv out that doctrme of prc-emmence 
amongst the growers and show them what I 
bc·lien~' is the brou,der view. Let us encourage 
the growers to look at the question frotn 
that standard, g-iYe them practical ·encourage­
ment, and a~ssist them in their temporary 
difficulties-whieh are possibl.' tremendous in 
their sig·ht. but which may surely be oYer­
con1e in...._ suC'h an in1portant i5sue as this, if 
\\·c all pull together. 

Another Yerv important point that the 
~ltpporter of ra~toon adva.nce5 is that there is 
a nutrk<?t for ratoon cotton and that the 
Lancashire ~pinner L1oes not understand our 
ratoon cotton. Admitting that this may be 
~n. I argue th~tt this i~ not the stage at 
which to c take a definite stand on this issue. 
Let us b;> all means ha Ye experimental ctation,, 
and other rnf'ans '" our disposal to test out 
r-hi:;: raloon qnc)::;;tion thornnghly and sincerely! 
n~A wit~ tlw .nh1C'ct of dcfC'dting the grower, 
bur 1Yitl1 th oiJject of producing an article 
\Yhich j~ going to work out to the best 
adYa-ntagc of our Quc('nsland industry. If 
it cap_ b.--_. ]1rOYod that ratoon cotton can be 
prodn• eel of the qualit:;- menJioned by Opposi­
tion llll'ltlb,~J·.", ~nrely it Trill be po:'5sibl(~ to­
crJnYincc dw spinn·~r in Lancashire that 
Queensland ratoDn .is a ypry different !Jl'Oposi­
tion to ratoon r·oHnn from other parts of 
t'he "·orlrl. Tf i1 r ,n Le demonstrated !hat 
cur ratoon is on <:l. lHil' with the Le~t cviton 
frrnn other parts of the \Yorld: t,h(m Queens­
!~nld C'OHou is goin!! to he pln~..:ed on a 
wondert\d ncde~tal. If our l'tJtoon is so PXCPl­
if·llt, hO\\" .TJH1C'h lY•itl'l' ·will be CUr UllltUL~i 
1 :Jtton ·: 

1 ha.YI' ~''1ll1caYonrcJ to throw 1\:"h.1t I hc-li0Ye 
fo b0 :.. f('W arlditionaJ lights on this quc~tion 
1-.('l'Flll'"' I f"hould h~ jn-tC'nsc]~· Y:.:>x0d .if it 
dr_•ve!of,ecl into a illC'l'C' partv. CplP~tion tha I' 
~.,-uuld tcud ro ~top 1hC' dryr~lopn1011t of sud~ 
2Jl irPpurtaut industry. The question should 
l'.' ea pu ble of solution. and. if th(' grower 
who is :-PizC'd vvith the advisability and 
nr,eess~ty of gro1Ying ratoon cotton were able: 
to Yiew the question from the broad 
Empire point of vie,-, I think. it eould be 
solved. If his conientioJl is correct, the i.1n1e 
"·ill undoubtedly come when his arguments 
will be substantia led; but, "ceing !hat we are 
on the threshold of what promises to be om' 
of our 1nost important primary productions,. 
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this i~ not the t~m~ to indulgl' in party nr~u­
r.:!ent-5 of a C'onfltcung nature which ar0 going 
·to destroy the cont!dence of our prospective 
buyers. 

In a.n interjection of mine on the Min­
ister's second reading speech. I SUD'gesttd that 
the visit of the Pl'ime }linisrer to Enuland 
should he lake11 advantage of to advanc';, our 
cause in reference to further assistance being 
obtained from the Empire Cotton Growing 
Dorporation, and I suggested that. if the 
Minister will take action, advantage will 
.accrue. \Ye kno\Y quite well that our 
Prinw lVliui~ter is intenselv interesled i11 
this question of cotton culti,-idion in Queens­
la.nd and it is quite in keepinu with his 
policy tha.t our Empire should be self­

·contained that our cotton industry in Queens­
land should be developecl. I o m quite certain 
that, If we look adHlntage of his presencE' in 
England-a11d a,pparentlv he is attractinO' 
sorne little notoriety-to "advance our clain1~ 
io the special considerntion of the British 
Empire Cotton Association. it would be to 
·our advantage. Particularly can he do that 
w!wn, . as l presun10 will be the cas·~, this 
Bill will ha,-e become la.w. The authoritie' 
o.t home will understand that. much as it is 
against the grain of manv enO'aged in tlw 
·Cotton industry in Queensland a~d of some of 
those who are acting af' our adYisers ·we haYe 
yet seen fit to be guided by British' demands 
and are preycnting the gro\Ying of ,ratoon 
·cotton. This woula certainlv bE' the means 
of gaining the sympathetic ear of those 
interested in the industry at home. 

I cannot let this opporl unity go by without 
ma.king son1e bnef rcfC'rence to the extra~ 
ordi~ary position which is being taken up by 
the Government m these da,·:. Here we have 
~1 Go,·ernn1ent ostensibh: romn1itred to 
socialism that is bringing forward a measun~ 
?f restriction at the direction of proprietary 
mterests, at the directiOn of capital, of indi­
~·1t.iu~hsrn .. ~ an1 not saying this in any 
captions spn·n. I do not know cxacilv where 
·we are in these days-- ~ 

~Ir. \YEIR: You never die~ know. You 
have chang-ed your position three tin1es 
rf'cently: 

:\Ir. ELPHI:'\STO:'\E : If the hon. o·entlc­
men opposite \Yill listen to me I will show 
tha.t. until a few months ago. hon. gentle­
men opposite. \Yhen on the hustinO's were 
ach-ocating th'e sociali;:-;ation of indn~t~·v and 
exchang·c. Xow we ha Ye the ycrv "same 
Minister who said that production" should 
be· _f~:n~ U:'3~ and not for .profit, saying whca 
making lns second readtng speech that the 
grower \Yas perfectly cutitled to f..l.TO\V thosP 
crops for \Yhich he would e·et ~the most 
return. cmcl. if l1e could not get that sa,tis­
faction. he "as entitled to ·· l'huck it up." 

Cnde1· sociali~nl that tnan \Yould 
[8.30 p.m.] have to continue to grow cotton, 

. because that \Yould be the parti-
·ndar mdw that l1e would be supposed to 
fili IJe.-r. The ::\Iinister is quite sound in his 
argun1cnt ia sa~cing that the ronsHrner at 
home~in this ca,c it is the capita.list. the• 
md.1ndualrst. the emploH·r·--should. direct 
the da~,, ot cotton he \Yant~. and as he directs 
S·? .n1ust \YL' .<'otnply. Let Jlle c:o1npare tl1is 
~·rnt('DlCllt ·qth vdtat \\-L' u~ed to hc)ar in 
tht; rabid day:-; of sociali~:m nvt .so YCr, long 
u..;~:o when hon. 0 cntletlH:'ll oppo:Site u~f:·d to 
dcfTY all the la\YS of supl1ly and ·der11and a1Kl 
&a~·. '" \Ye in lJueendaud nre going to set 
the pace an cl make 1 he \\~or! cl roe the line 
iu accordance with \Yhut \Yl' direct." 

Th;- PRE:\liER: It is po~.::;ible for a :c:-ocialtstic: 
Stare to supply a capitalistic tnarket. 

:\Jr. ELPHIXSTOXE: The Premier no 
doubt is preparing statements which he will 
probably find a good use for in a few months. 
Ii horL gentlemen studv the situation. thev 
must look with interest upon the rransitiorl 
stage through which the Go...-ernrnent are 
passing- at the present 1non1ent. Thev sPenl 
to be ca,sting off the shackles of socialism 
and becon.1ing an indiYidua.listic {_~ovenllnent, 
and candrdlv I must admit that it is verv 
difficult to i,no\Y just \\·here thev stand ir1 
these days. · 

The PRDIIER : Do vou admire u' as we 
ar":' or a;;; WE' \Yere? (Laughter.) 

Mr. ELPHI:'\STO:'\E: I admire them 
Yery n1uch more as they are. Lecau~e I have 
no tin1c for these ridiculows socialistic 5tunts 
"·bich most of them do not believe in. but 
\\hich t.hey talk about to tickle the palates 
of those \Yho do not kno\\~ any better. 

The DEP'CTY SPEAKER : Order: The 
hor1. member has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

~\Ie. FARRE.LL (Rotkhrun pton): As my 
eh:-ctorate is the eentre of one of the biggest 
eotton~growing districts in Qu.een~land. and 
"·" I have ta,ken a considerable interest in 
the cotton industrv since it has been estab­
lished in Queensiand. and particularly as 
Iny predecessor a.lso took a considerable 
iEterest in the industrv, I would like to sav 
a few words on the ail-important subject a·f 
ratoon cotton. To n1e the big part of the 
Bill is whether or not we should grow ratoon 
cotton in Queensland. That is the burning 
argun1ent. I \YOnld like to congratulate the 
:\lmister first of all on the stand that he 
has taken in regard to this quc .. tion. The 
policy tha,t has been followed in Australia 
for a. considerable time of •· Anything is 
good C>nough" ha~ to be put -a stop to 
sooner or la.ter. \Y c "Ce the same thing in 
the fruit indusl r.1· in Amtralia; \Ye see the 
same thing in the 1ncat indns1ry of ~-\u3tralia, 
where the policy of not catering for the 
best and th0 best only has ruirwd practic .. dly 
two of the biggest industries that we haYe in 
this Commonwealth. Xoboch- eau denY that 
the m0a t industn· in Australia. has· been 
mined chiefly on a'ccount of bad marketing­
neglect in ('Onnection \Yith the export of our 
meat to the othel· side of the world-and the 
Argpntine with in n1ore up~to-datc ruethods 
and \Yith its policy of producing the best 
arti~le has captured our trade in that line. 
.\> the Secretary for PuL,lic \Yorb pointed 
ont to n10 when discu~sing thii3 n1atter with 
him ~·csrertlay. the ~a1nc tl1jng applie:3 to 
the fruit indrtsh·Y. (hYino· i·o cal·clc-: .... nc.;;..s in 
th0 class if." i11g c;f fruit ~_,nd owing. to ~·are­
less cannin,g· of the fruit \Ye hayc lost trade 
\Yhjcl1_ l~gi'i<iinately_ belong::: to Quec1~sland, 
nnd H 1:-; now gn1ng to thC' other ~tares. 
For that reason I atu going to adYoCJ.te the 
policy of supplying nothing but the best 
cotton :;;.o that Quceni3land cotton, b\- its O\Yll 

nt ]Uf' (l nd by itS IYOllClCl'flll tPXtLLU'f-'. 'Yill 
Lllacf' it~clf \Yithout any ach·rrtisiiJQ.' right 
o<t tlw top of the market> of the '"''rlcl. the 
~ame as our \Yool i:" doing at the> pre­
selit tiuw. If that policY i:" pursued in con­
llC'ction \Yith all tlte OthL'1' iudustrie~ jn 
Qupen.:.lnP{L tltn tin1r 1Yill uot· be lnn::t ,,-hf'r.t 
\Y'' ::hall be a~)lP 7o cur out the n::;plt_;~~"' corn~ 
lni:-;-.iOJJ0l' .. I\ ' arc• ~endir:e: 1n thP Eu:-t and 
otlll'l' snt :1 u:::elc ... ~ ,Jfticial.;;. who. «t big 

Jlr. Farrell.] 
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t::xpen:"l', nn" a tTL•n1pring to adYcrtisc our 
good:'. in tho~l' vounrrit'~. I know that the 
:\linin,•r iu )dacing this Bill before the 
llou-=.u ha:;: n1<111~· int('rcsrs to consider. He 
ha, fir ,t of all ro comider the State and 
the indn,tn, and he has to consider the 
gTowt·r.. But \\ ha.t ]:; of 1norc in1portance 
ro 1110 1::;: till" 111an who -..~·arks on the farn1-
the labom·cr~and that amect of the ratoon 
cotton qn<'stion in Queenslcllld has so far not 
lwen touch{~cl upou b:,· hon. InenlbCl'S, 

::\Ir. :\OTT: It is easier to pick ratoon 
cotton. 

:\Ir. FARRELL: It may be easier to pick 
ra!oou cottou, but ca.:-,ier, a:"> lllY friend will 
set>, to get cheap labour to pick ratoon 
cottou, and ~hat i~ the policy he stands for. 
L~:t us f'XilDnne the facts as thev exist. The 
:\l ini..:ter, iu bi~ seeoud reading~ ~peeeh, told 
dlL~ Bon~L"' that the "·orld's p:!:ice for ratoon 
cDtton a n~rages between 2d. and 2~d. per lb. 
In the \Ycwau cntton fields in the Dawson 
Valle,., aud on the ~otton fields at Archer, 
Biqocl, aud Dalnw, 'ituatcd round Rock­
hampton, tL• P!'icc> paid to tlw labourer for 
Jnckrng cot ror1 1s 2d. per lb. If the farmer 
1lllll:-'Plt 1.;; onl)· going to gt)t 2~d. per lb. fo1· 
ratoon cotton, YYhai is going to happen to 
tlw labnLHL'l' \Yho has to pick the cotton on 
1:h.t'~l' f ann:--·:. TJu~ natural thing that. 111y 

friL'IH]~ oppo.sTtL~ :-'tand fot--giye the labourc'r 
Id per JlJ. fol' It~. _-\uytl~iug i::-; good enough 
for the Inau vd1o I:-'. work1no· on the farn1! 

:\Jr. Con~EH : Ht• i,; likel}~ to take it. \\:hat 
HllOL!t t!H~ Industrial ~-\rbitration ~..\f't '! 

:\Ir. F.\RRELL: \Yhat i' the goocl of an 
Imlu,;rw! chbllntion .\et if the wage lard 
do\~11 ~~ 2~1. lH~l' lb .. for. pic!ring- ratoou cotton 
<Jilt._ the '' L)rlcl s ]H'IC'C JS oul~,- 21d. per lb.~ 
~h. U._ !'. B.IHXES: \\'hat is the good of 

talKHig hkL' that·; 

:\h. F,\RRELL: I would ,ooner belicn) 
the }1Hu"'tl'r than LL'licye the irresponsible 
:-..tatPlllt~Jns ~lf nH)luLe·r~ oppo~itP. Tl1at is the 
arg unwr;!. fro,n IJIY point of Yie'\V, iu fa'.·our 
~)f gTO\\:l!Jg' _annual eotton for "\Vhich the 
fanner 1...-, pant froill 5d. to 5~d. per lb., so 
that t,IJP _labuun•r can still get his 2d. per lb. 
for ]llckm!:' the cotton and thus be able to 
~~1~a~\_~ 

1 
c~ h;-uJg wage. If t!1e fanner only 

~' "' 2~u. m 3d. _llt'r lb. for h1s ratoon cotton 
thet'c. JS no ]lOS'rbility of paying the laboure{· 
a hYing \YagP. 

:\11·. ConsEn: That stuff is all right on the 
kero:_l.CJlC box. 

:\Jr. FARRELL: And it is stuff the hon. 
l.l!PJn.bcr does not like,. In .looking up the 
'. c tm m of the. cotton gmncd Ill Rockhampton 
for tlve. hut hvc "·ccks of the present year 
\.find tlwt the annunl cotton ginned at ~}_.~ 
);oc;th Hockhampton ginncry during that 
JWnod !uta llc'd 1.229 tons 9 · cwt., allC! the 
Yaluc ''"''s ,£62.~82; while the ratoon cotton 
f~~11crl <h;_nug: the "'arne period a1nounted to 
".:J~ tons 1 I mYt .• ail(! wa,; Yalued at £3 653 or 
Jn otlH'l' ·wr .. :d~1 .. there \Ye re ten tin1cs c~s n;uch. 
m:n.(Ial ~_ . h1n g·Innetl. at that gjnnery as there 
"'' d::- ratc'-•n C'~Jtton guJnct1. and the Yalue of 
tlH' ninnwl clttotl wn:-; ninPtecn tj 111 p 5 tho 
'u.Int:> .nf rh-· : ll :J~lll cnH011. That if' an aro·u­
lllf'IH Ill fayon:· of COI111nuing to grow· ann~wl 
cotto~I nrn,ltJd Hoc·kha1npton in preference to 
l'atoon ,__onoll. 

:\h C\:>R,,ER: It can not be ratoon cotton the 
first year. 

:\h. F.-\HREI.L: 
retuLH ior :h :-lr:-'t 

[Jfr. Farrcll. 

I an1 "Pt~aking of the 
li Yt' \Ycek':' of this year. 

Cotto.o Jmluslr!J Biil. 

The Iwn. nH~Inbt'l' for Bnrnctt doe::; not under­
stand the conditions in Central Queensland, 
and he> dot's not understand YYhat I am talkiq; 
al1ont. 

}lr. CoRSER: There i"" a large area unct~-r 
cotton in n1y clcclora te. 

:\Ir. FARRELL: T think there is a larger 
art>a in the di .... trict I an1 speaking of. During 
the last State election campaign I had the 
priYil·ege of touring the biggest part of tha 
Keppe' electorate and a large part of the 
:\'ormanbY electorate with the SecretarY for 
Rail"' a:~:f' · and ~eeing for 1nyself son1e of the 
farn1s lvhere ratoon ('Otton was g-rown anli 
.o;onH· w11ere annual cotton \Yas grown, and I 
haYe JIO hestitation in saying that, if the 
ratoon fanning we saw outside ::.\Iarn1or, and' 
.,-!Jich more resembled a lantana scrub than 
fanning. is a ~an1ple of ratoon-cotton farn1ing· 
g<'ncJ·aJJy. thr ~ooucr ratoon-cotton fan11ing 
is YYI!h'cl cut in Queensland the better it YYill 
lH' for thP industry. DriYing along the road 
you could sec farmers plucking from ratooe> 
ple"nt s "hi eh had been cultiYated I am sura 
for t\Yo years, and hon. n1e1nbers opposite 
surelv will not sug'gest that the cotton from 
this place will be an:dhing like the best which 
should !JP produced in Qucenslaud. I quite 
agree with the hon. member for Normanby 
tlMt ther·<' '-l'l' cPrtain fanners, like ::VIr. G. 
:\lcDonald of Callioran, sincere farmers, who 
wouU cultiYatc ratoon crops profitably, but 
against that there is the unaus\'\~erable argu­
ment, ·' \Yhat are you going to do with it 
if you grow ratoon cotton·.". That subject 
Jw, been mentioned lw other hou. members of 
the llou,c, so I will ;wt deal with it. It w~s 
thrown across the Chamber bv the hon. mem­
lwr for ~Iurilla that, YYhile the Government 
arc :-;u:1pn!·tiug au a 9,l'l'Pnlcnt between the 
British-Australian Cotton Growing Associa­
tion, Limit:·d, aud thcmsch·es. they are con­
tinually up against the Colonial Sugar Refin­
ing Con1pan:_v and other such monopolie::. 
ThcJ'C' 1night be smue r0a~on for their argu · 
ment if we did not know that up to the, 
pres~nt f rme the British-Australian Cotton 
Growing Association, Lin1ited, has not re­
ceiYed one pcni(V by way of return _for the 
n1on•:ov it has inYested in Queensland. Hon. 
1nc1nbers know that this co1npany has n1ade 
aYailable shar·P' for Australians to take up. 
To show what Yaluc the shares are at the· 
present time, I mig·ht mention that on my 
last Yisit to Rockhampton a business man 
there offered me 100 shares at 18s. 6d. each 
that he had taken up in the company. Surely 
that shows that the Association and thoeB 
YYho bought its shares are not making any 
handsome profit. out of the business. There 
i< no analog·y between the position of the 
British Cotton Growing A<sociation and the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company, which has 
made millions of profit aucl Pxploit-ed the 
worke1' rig-ht throug·h. In Rockhampton 
alonP, the Association has established a gin­
nery at a cost of between £65.000 and £70,000, 
and auother ginnerv at \Yowan at a cost of 
iwtv n £4C,OOO a'ncl £45.000. :\Iv friends 
the hon 1110111lvr for Fltzro:v ttnd th0 Secretary 
fo1· HttiJ"ays and n1Yself haYe continuallv 
]H'()~"'rd the rlain1s o( Rockhanlptoll to ha-r'e 
an oil mill <•stablishecl there, and I am pleased 
t.o ~F'C bY a Pn~ss report the othPr dav that 
our l'C'lll:t'selnations in that J:natter haY~ been 
succes..,fuL I hnYe hacl scYeral interyie\YS 
"·ith :\[r. Yaug·han. th:· secretary of the 
~\:-.":'c~ciation . .::uHl the kcvnotc of hi;;;; ~COllYC'l'~a­
tion nll along \Ya~ as to· what was going to be 
the po:-:ition \Yhen rhc a~rE::c·n1('JH bet\Yccn the 
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Govenoment ~'nd the AS>ociation expired. All 
the time Wf' wer·P tr:Ying to get an oil 1nill 
<·,talJliohcd in Rockhampton in opposition to 
the propo<al of the A"ociation to establish 
it ~ r another centre. Tlu• argnn1cnt of J.Ir. 
\

7 aughan. the ::.crrPtary of the Association, 
wcH " ~What facilities can Rockhampton 
giYc nf'., ~o that \Yhen the agrC'en1cnt expire:-; 
we shal! he able to rompcte favom·ably 
again;:..t any other co-operati,~e concern or 
Stat.c-nv.-ned conrern .,.,vhirh n1ight gro\v up 
aH •r t'1at time. :VIr. Yaughan has faith in the 
rotton irjdnf:.try in QtPen~1and. and I am sure 
m_,- col!eagnes share this Yiew. \Ye have tho 
S>amc faith in the industr0• in Central Queens­
land. and we look forward to the time, not 
many 0~, ~r' distant. when we shall have, not 
0 11iv woo] ~•~ales established at Rockhamrtc~n 
but also cotton sales. I feel that the industrv 
in CP1:tral QuPensland is going to grow tO 
such large proportions that that will be the 
""tcral outcome of the industn- there. \Vc 
>'hall haYe cotton sales there, notwithstanding 
the Jeremiah arguments adduced on the 
opposite side as to whether we shall g~rt :t 

market for our crop. It will be found that 
lm_vers will come to Central Queensland to 
buy QuePnsland cotton. because the Govern­
ment will b~'e to it that nothing but the best 
Gotton is producer!. ~ 

. 1 do nor want to take up any more of the 
nnH' of the Hou~c. I was asked to expl'C'-'S 
n1y Yicw::;;. on the question bv farn1ers in Cen­
tral Queensland, who have ;net me on several 
deputations during the last four months. I 
v•;ant t0 :-:.ay that for rhe pa~t four ~,·ears \Ye 

have had four of the worst season~ on end 
that han' been kno\\'n in the historv of Cen­
tral Queensland. \Yhik· >'Ome of the farmers 
arc mffning hardships through the bad 
"'asom. I am inclined to think that that has 
n~a{it' their Yi~w on this question slightly 
l1!&ssecl. I hPhPYe that, if we had two or 
d:ree $!.'COd ~easons in which th0 fanners ,,~ould 
gc·t an excellent return fron1 annual cotton, 
1l1c r·rc::.ent fight for the continuaiiC'c of ratoon 
:cc•tron would cease altogether. I belie>· that, 
1f the Government's policv \\'as put into force 
-and I am sure it nwcts \vith the approval 
of the· majority of the fanners in Central 
Que ·riSland-the result would be that in a 
-:,_,w Years the cotton of Queensland would be 
in the foremost place in the markets of the 
>rorld, the same as our "·ool is at the present 
tin, c. 

GOYER:\:IIEXT :YlniBERS : Hear, hear 1 

:\fr. TAYr.CJR (ll'indsnr): In the discussion 
which ha, j a ken place in connection with 
1 his que.;;;ti(Jn, which all rnen1bers admit is ?_ 

YU'Y illlportant one. a lot of interesting 
matter 1uts been introduced. The importance 
of the \~ 1-onT industry to Queen~land _h~s 
b~..:en r(lall:-.(~d oy hon. n1P111bers on both sH~L ~ 
of the House. It is felt that the future ef 
the cotton industry in Qneensland rests with 
what we do in Parlian1ent in connection 
with rhi.- Bill. Therefore we 1vant to clis­
cuss the IY<a11 er tJS far as \Ye pos~ibtv can 
frorn a t10JJ-pa.l'ty point of Yie'v iu rho 
intcre~t3 ~..1f A.nstralia and Qur-ensland. and 
.Jso. ,as the hclll. m:mbcr for Oxlcy pointed 
1)JH. Iror11 ~he Ent}1ll'e point of Yiew. That 
there is •c genuine shortaQ'e of cotton throuzh­
nut ::he ',yurld to-dn: e~-::Pl'\'OIH~ arhnit~. ~!1d 
-rhat that ~hortagf' i~ going to continnr' fm: 
ctuite a long t in10 i~ ,-er~- c~·idcnt. In tr-,:·ing 
ro arri .. .-e ar a ~arisfactorv :::o1ntion o( the 
:1uesrion _. . ..-~.._ a,r.e c1iscu:-:,,ing' Wf' haYe to tako 
n~to confidcranon \\·hat i~ hRppening in t11e 
cthc!_· breat cotton-pro-ducing countries {)f 

the \Yorki, ~o that we :3-hall not nwke any 
111i~takcs in \Yhat we are doing at the prc:5ent 
titne. \Ye do not \Yant to t::tkc an:· fq,} .. 
:--H'p~ or 1nakc an~,· Ini::takes \vhich it 1~ 
;Kssibh• to a,·oid. · 

ThP :\Iinister made a \'cry long and con·­
prehensiv~· speech. the whole of which I haHJ 
~ince read, and he brong;ht forward ~o.mo 
'r·ry stro,Ig· argutnents against the grov;!:1g 
of ratoon c0tlon. I take it that in this 
I1nu~e \ve haxc to be guidc-d to a Yery gr·(·:.tt 
extent Ly ntcn who clairn to haYe ~peci.a.l 
kno·;vledge of cotton-grcnring, not only in 
AmtraJia but also in other narts of th•J 
world. Ii not, then bv whom :trc w~ to b•J 
~uided? Yr c have not~ been so long in Lttfi­
ne::-.s in Queen~land that we can clail!.1 tO· 
have a sn~ci;i! knowledge of what is really 
r;c·ce~sarv at this tin1e. There is scm1ct~l1Hr 
'rhich ls quite cYidcnt. The Lanca~1;ir~ 
Sl)inner:'l hs,Yc told us with no uncprtain voice 
that they 1Yont a particular kind of cotton. 
The quc.~tion '"e have to ~sk ourselYes i~: 
Are we vn•parecl to produce that cotton? 
~-\re we willing to do all we can to assist 
thn spinnf;rs of Lanca.;~hirc by proYiding the 
cottou which they say is necessary to enaL:e 
them to carry 0n their business? If not, 
then the sooner \\'e let them know it the 
better. Tl1P relatiYe value of the t·wo cottons 
ha' been di,cnsscd during the debate, cmd 
it has been stated by some hon. members 
that it is impossible to distinguish ordinarily 
between ra 1 von cotton and annual cotton, 
B~· obscrvatim, it may be quite impossible to 
tell them apart. but we at·c• told that some­
tbng- besidc•s obscnation is going to tell 
w \Yhirh ie< th~ bt'tter. The spindle is really 
going to be the test. and we ha Ye to JJe 
prepared :o supply the best article we can. 

\Ye han• reached a stage from which '~'.'>' 
cannot go back. Certain things have been· 
done b~"· ·~l1e Govcrnn1cnt, and I give thtT!:.l" 
nc>clit for +ne ven bc't intentions. I belie.,-,, 
the,- have done 'all thcv could to stabih"" 
thiS indu~try in QueenslUnd by guaranteeing 
a price to thl' growers and by 1naking the 
agrePment with the British Auslmlian CottC'l 
~-\ssociation iu order that it 1nay be penna-n­
IH•nth mccl•ssful. \Ve do not want rhe 
industry j o nm along for one or two years 
and tl1en collapse. 'During the period f,,l. 
\vhich the industry has been operatl"f\' 
already, "''' hrcve not experienced the condi­
tions \Ve would have liked to give it tho 
necessary "kick off," but it is satisfactory 
to know that the production during the last 
two vca,·s has been considerable. The 
Cottm1 Delegation, liftcr visiting all the 
States-I bcJieye they saw Queensland firsj­
came to tbe conclusion that this State offencd 
the greate··t possibilities nl:" success; and' 
the British Australian Cotton Association is 
prepared to back up that opinion by pro­
Yiding the rnoney necessary to build ginnerit:-:, 
end oil mills here to the e:xtent of £250,000. 
I venture hl sav that had it not been for •he 
diorts of the A.;;;.sociatjon, the same succe~-: 
\Yould not hav·~ be0n achieved. ~either thr3 
cJTorts of tlw Government nor co-opcratiYs 
l'l-:terpri:3e-rnuch a~ l belieYe in co-operation 
-\Yonld h•we brought about jhe succe.•s whicl2~ 
has followt'.i the actiYities of the Association. 
I think i~ ha;; built about half a dozen 
<riuneries ·' nd t\\'O oil mills. The oil mills~, I 
UlHlcrstaiFl. arc nca1·ly read~~ to operate, 
elthough I nPderstancl the A"ociation do·~" 
not intend to start thern until Sanuarv cf 
the· coming yectr. The establishment of these 
rnills IneaEs a great deal to us during such 
a dry tin11?, bccau:-:o it n1eans the production~ 
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Cotton Industry Bill. [ASSK\IBLY.] Cotto.1 Industry Bill. 

•of cotton meal cake and oil and one or two 
side lines. I find that the analysis of the 
•cotton me~<l in particular shows that it com­
pares most favDtnably with oats or wheat 
for feediug J•llfiJOses. If that is so. it will 
11., a fine thing for the State. and we should 
.br.· glad that the industry has been esrab­
Ji·•hed in Olll' midst. 

I should lik·.: to quote here from the annu1l 
rc·port of th-e Commonwc•alth Bureau of Com­
.merc" and lEtiustry for 1922. on page 231 of 
which ~h. E. S. Little. who, until a fen· 
\Vt>Pk~ ago was Trade Com1nissioncr for the 
l'omnlDnwcalth in tlw East. 5peaking of 
C~hina in particular, sa.ys-

" The value of imported cotton-ma•·!e 
fabrics and >tmdries amounts to about 
Tls 250,COC,OOO (£80,000.000) per annum. 

" About a quarter of a. century ago, to 
be precise, aft~r the China-Japan war in 
1894, the first cotton mills were erected 
in China. The number is constantly 
growing, for new mills are being erecteJ 
in all pit rts of the country. 

"Chi:u is reckoned as the third largest 
cotton-,.;rowing nation in the world. The 
staple of Chinese cotton is very short, 'o 
that fine counts cannot be made. Long 
stapled cotton is imported from foreign 
countries for adrnixture 1,-.,~.:.!:h Chinese 
cotton in the production of various kinds 
of cloth." 

He also tnlis us that seYenty-seven mills are 
owned by Chinese and thirty-one by 
Japanese. He says that the imports of 
foreign cotton amou!1ted to £6,000,000 yearly. 
'The remarkable thing about it is that, 
although they import a large amount of 
•cOtton, they also export £10,000.000 of raw 
-cotton yearly, chiefly to the "Cnited States 
2nd Japan. 11r. Little goes on to f·ay-

" There are no reliable statistics JH'€· 
pared iu China under official auspices­
but the most reliable estimate is that of 
the Chinese Cotton 2.\lill Owners Associa­
tion, which gi,·es the figures as 1.868.00!) 
bales of 500 lb. gross grO\m on 4.75UJOO 
acres of land. 

"It is estimated that the mills produce 
250,000,000 lb. of yarn and 60,000,000 
yards vf cloth annually. 

"A vast quantity of cotton is u<ed in 
the preparation of w>tdded garments and 
"·added quilts and bedding. 

" The capital now im·ested in up-to­
d>t te cotton mills in China is over 
160,000,0GO dollars. The·'C mill3 are 
equipped wit'h 3.200.000 spi,1dles and 
26,000 looms run by 50,000 horse power. 
of which more than a half is electric. 
The number of ha!Jcls ernplo:·ed is 100.000 
pcrso:n:-,_n 

Hun. memben will see from those ftgurcs 
<Yiw t La"~ to expect from China in the 
,ra~- f'or;llY t1tion ·when we get this indtbtry 
g-oing. Tl.te fact thnt China }.;; growing 
mmtlv a second-class cotton should not be 
dl 0l1cotuagcn1C11t to us to f!.TO\V unythin.:: 
of a second-class natlll'C if \Ye can })O~~ib]:.-

firs.t-da.s,:;:, cotton. If lYe cannot. then 
i~ a horse of another colour. In tlH: 

:·t·;_Jort of til<~ Bureau of Science and Industry 
il::.Pli. it is ~tatecl:-

"Another industr:r which dt:.·scrv(\;; close 
attention is the cotton-gro1Ying industry. 
The last tlvo vears have seen a. ren1. rk­
n bl0 revival ~ in C'otton-gro1ving. 1.nd 
ahe.1.dy this H·asou'> cotton has proved 

[Jlr. 'l'aylor. 

to be from 25 to 50 per cent. better 
quality than the American crop, which is 
the \1·orld's standard.·· 

f9 p.m.J 
" That cotton-growing will lead to the 

n1anufacrure of the cotton fabrics is now 
certain. for one enterprising firrn is 
already establishing a cotton-spinning 
plant. nnd several knitting con1panies 
are turning iheir attention to the 1Uanu­
facture of cotton garments. The ,·alue 
of the marker can be realised from the 
fact that Anstralia has recentlv been 
importing about £10,000,000 worth of 
cotton goods annually.'' 

\\' e ha.-e to ask ourseln•·, the question of 
\\'het her the propcsed legislation that we are 
discussing is going to extend the industry 
or is going to han1per it in any way. 
Personallv. e\·er· siuce the Cotton Grov.ring 
Association came to Australia and to Queens­
land I thought that all we as Queenslanders 
and Australians were asked to do was to 
get behind them and support rhem in eyery 
possible \Yay. I baye felt that there was no 
doubt about the industry being a success so 
long :ts they were prepared to come here 
and back it u~, with their capital in the way 
thev ha.-e done. \Ye know what thev have 
spei1t, and we know that they contemplate 
spE'nding another £250,000. The first gin· 
11ery was established here just a little over 
twel.-e months ago. On 31st August last the 
first ginnery was establish0d in ::\ew South 
\Vales at \Varatah. near Xewcastle, and it 
was opened bv the Premier, Sir George 
Fuller. I ha n: an account of the opening of 
that gimwry, and I find that at the opening 
special strc" was laid on the fact that 
quality was to be one of the first considera· 
tions and that they were going to hold their 
own as a cotton-producing State. Sir George 
Fuller is reported as saying-

" This Association had clearlv caused 
a consd0rabl0 area to be planted: and last 
year suflici,,nt seed was issued to plant 
'7.533 acn•s. Despite the dry season, a 
total vield of 78,000 bales was the result. 
The :demand fot· seed this vear was 
largely increased. and it was" approxi­
matelv e"timate-d that from 15.000 to 
30,000. acres \':ould be planted in cotton." 

He also refened to the fact that the Queens­
land production increas('d from 1,000.000 lb. 
in 1921 io 12.000.000 lb. for the season just 
closed. That shows clearly and definitely how 
the industn· has ::-:ro\\·n in ::\ew South \Yales. 
Professor Elwooci' :\Iead. "·ho was in Queens­
land and X Pw South \Yales a short tin1e ago, 
!'ays of Queensland-

" I do not think thNe is anv doubt 
.a bont t hP gTPa t opportuniti(~S for ~rrowi11g 
cotton in (}llccnsland. I an1 eqnall:'-- sure 
that rotton eau be grown succe3,,ful1y in 
11a rts of :\ 0\Y South' \Yale'< T an1 sure 
C'Otton ( Ln be• Yer:v sucrc~sfully gro\Yll 
far >outh oi the f\ueensland border. I 
speak of Queensl,ind "·ith coHfidPnce. 
because on m,· last Yisit to ~~nstralia I 

~.,\· colton ~Towing· in Rockhampton 
which bad ht·n 1JrmHrht here in 1365. 
It v. as Sea Island c·otton, the n'ost 
·nduablt., yaricty QTO\Yll in the l~nited 
StatP;;;. ,. 

T haYP ('ndc1YOU"f'tl tn g-et all the po"ible 
lnforn1ati~n I could to ·what wa3 happening 
with ratoon cotlo!i the other States. and 
last Wl'Pk I spnt a \\ to }I0"~"· Bond and 
Co .. Ltd .. Sydn".'. Tlwy h:ne 'l'111P of our 
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11?atoon cotton down there for manufacturing 
purposes, and I ai'ked them to let me know 
how it turned out. I got this reply from 

•.them-
"Regret cannot give you any infor­

lnation regarding Queenaland ratoDn 
cotton as we ha YP not yet run throug·h 
our 1nachine~. 

"BOKD.'' 

I was very sorry to get a. reply like that. In 
order to find ·out exactlv what the other 
States were doing I got Into conununcation 
with the New t)outh \\"ales Department of 
Agriculture. J fonnd that. alrhongh they 
vvere not introducing legislation such as \\'e 
are introdueing in Queensland. they are 

·doing practi~ally the surne thing in another 
-direction. They say-

" An .a.gr2e1nent has been n1ade behveen 
this dep:ll'trnent and the British-Aus­
tralian Cotton Association. Ltd., setting 
out the terms on \vhich the As"'ociation 
shall receive, gin. press, bale. i'hip. and 
market cotton. Seed cot ton is not 
acquired by the department. but is 
treated on the farmers' account on the 
terms set out in the attached leaflet. 

"Steps have not been taken to acquire 
seed cottvn from the farm<>r>, as it is 
considemd that the guaranteed price is 
sufficiently high to attract all the seed 
cotton that is available. and that it would 
be against the inter<>sts of the farmer for 
him to dispose of his seed cotton in any 
other wa.y than through the channel 
provided ty the department.'' 

·The covering leaflet says-
" The New South \Yalt>s Governm<>nt 

guarantees to pay the following prices for 
seed cotton grown in I\ ew South \\~ales 
upon the conditions set out:-

Season 1922-23.-Fivepence halfpenny 
(5~d.) per lb for all seed cotton of 
~-inch staple and over. 

Season 1923-24.-Fi.-epeuce (5d.) per 
lb. for all seed cotton of 1;\-inch staple 
and ov-er, and fourpence halfpenny 
(4~d.) per lb. for all see-d cotton of ~-inch 
to 14-inch staple. 

Season 1924-25.-Fourpence halfpenny 
(4~d.) per lb. for all s<>e-d cotton of 
1~-inch st<tple and over, and fourpence 
(4d.) per lb. for all seed cotton of 
~-inch to 1~-inch staple. 

The above prices will be paid on 
seed cotton deliYcred at the ginnery, 
provid~d it be of good quality, pro­
.perly packed and con>igned as directed, 
and is received in good condition. 

' Seed cotton' 1nean.s cotton dcriyed 
from sec'd planted annually. 

' Good quality cotton· meam seed 
cotton that is clean, free from disease 
or darn._tge by insects. disease, \Veather, 
or through any other cau5e. and js not 
in11narun', stained. dirtT .. or other\Yise 
da.rnagcd, and i: not ra\oou cotton. 

'Ratoon cotton' means cotton derived 
from plant~ of n1ore than one ;;;e.ason''"'. 
growth. 

Seed cotton ihar cannot bP accepted 
as good quality COl ton n1ay be paid for 
at a price to be determined b,- the 
1\linistPr at hi~ option or hn:ange~ 
n1cnts nut Y bP Illa{h"" for Htch cotton 
to be treated and solei o!l o·- ner s 
account. or othe1·wi,.-::e de-alt '"'s the 
Mini~t<:'r may decide. 

Should ratoon cotton be mixed with 
seed cotton, the whole consignment will 
be rej eded at the risk and expense of 
the sender. 

The guaranteed price will be paid 
onlv on seed cotton deriYed from a.reas 
not~ exceeding 50 acres." 

:\h. HARTLEY: That is a [l!'Ptt:,· stiff CO!:l-

deinnation a:· ratoon carton. 
At 9.8 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resunwd the chair. 
}Jr. TAYLOR: Yes. They ;·o on to say 

further that, although they arc not intro<:tuc­
ino· a. Bill on rhe line;::. \Ve are d1scuss1ng, 
cl;u~e 19 oi their proposed Plant Disedse Bill 
proyides-

.. All cotton plants before the 31st 
August ir:. each year to be uprooted and 
dE"Stl'OYCd." 

That is \\~hac thev are doill'" in .:\'ew South 
\V ales in regard 'to cotton. 

0

They are_ doi~g 
practicatlv the scune as we are dou1g lll 

Queensla1ld, only in a difft""rent forrn. \\~ e 
ha vc to be o-uided to a verv great extent Hi 
these nwtt('r~ bv tYhar is taklng· place in other 
countries if ,,~e are going to arrive at a 
satisfaetorv solution oi the problmn. The 
infonnatio'n I l1ave given the House w~& 
obtained direct from the department, and 1a 
authentic. and can be perused by any hon. 
member. 

A small ginnery has been established in 
South Australia. As I said at the commence­
n"'!e11t :Jf n1v renlark'3. it is quite eYident froru 
what ha'< 'been done in Queensland by thE' 
Association that thev consider that Queens­
land is going to be th~e cotton-prQducing State 
of the Comn;omvealth. If they had thought 
that I\ ew South \\"ales would give them aa 
o·ood a field for their ::ctivitic.; as Queensland. 
~r that South Australia could provide just as 
o·ood an outlet for their capital. there is no 
doubt thev would have started in one or 
other oi ti,ose State· in a larg·er way than 
thev ha,·e done up to the present time. The 
Premier told the deputation which waited on 
him on 9th ::\Iav that onh- 240 acres of ratoon 
cotton was han:ested in Queensland this year. 
That i. a very 6mall quantity. indeed. That 
is the whole area under ratoon for the 
present ,-ear. Frorn those 240 a<?res there 
would be only about 30 tons of lint cotton 
produced-a ver~- fair aYorage rehn:n for the 
present season. I fail to see how Jt ca_;-1 be 
arcrued tha1 the ratoon cotton ~ent to Great 
B1~tain has decided what the British-Aus­
tralian Cation Growing Association Bhould 
do in reo·ard to our cotton. The hon. n1e111~ 
her for Oxley stated the case of the British 
Cotton Gro\ying A'330('iation coining to 
Queensland to secure cotton. If it \Ya~ ra toon 
<'ohon, if it answered their purpose. there 
'"as no lJl'(l'"::'itv fol' th0n1 10 imp0:3l' an:.~ 
rcstrjcl ion Drl i't-s produC'tion. They '-rune 
here tO SE'Clll'(' all the COtton it "\YUS 1)0~-::ible 
to o·ct. UlJd frolll .all the infonnation \V2 have 
\Ye t"lfin.d thrtt the annual clc-1nand for cott,Jn i ~ 
becun1ill2· 2TCater e,~lr:-7 ~-l~ar. \Yhat sufficed 
last vem· w~ill HOt suffice to mcd the demaml' 

uli YPU r. ThPrc ·wa~ 1 hercforc no ne~e:;:.­
f..itY whn. t<'Yl'l' for 1 he Briti5h Cot ton Gro\Ylng 
A-' .... \)ciatiou to cnc1Pavour to limit the output 
or n]ace re ·trirtions nf an~· kind on the pro­
duc."tion of cotton in Qn€'cnsland. 

The ::.\Iiniqer 1vcnt to a ronsid, l'ah1e 
amount of trouble to sho··; \Yhat \Yas done in 
South Africa a11Cl Yniou~. otlwr parts of 
AhiC'a in order to produrc the Yl?l')" be:=;t 
artil'le. The firrnroB he u-aYe con~ 
Yin<:ing. lH!Clusl• thrv rcG1h- efforts 
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1674 Cotton Industry Bill. [.\SSE:\fBL Y.] 

I or a nun:J~cT of , car:::: to establish l'atoon 
(·ottc:n in that part· of the En1pire if it 1vas 
Jlo~sl bl'-"' to be done ou a coninlercial La~ is, 
and in ordPr tlJat thov 111io·ht l1old their own 
a'-' a c_ot tor.-producin'g- c~111try. Bnt they 
fou;1d that 1:atoon cotton "·a:S not. a ~uccess, 
-<-llHt rctur11ell to annual eotton. which we are 
<'"ked to clo in Queensland. \Ye realise the 
u1any difficnltic~ onr settlers will have in 
rcgnrd to the growth of annual cotton. A_ 
c on~idcrc1 blt' a1nount of labour and expense 
\Yill be illvc;ln~d in uprooting the Lxistiug 
f'otton plunts and n'ple::.nting. That is going 
to acid to dw cost of production. The hon. 
membN for Oxlcy suggested that the uproot­
mg process of the present ratoon crop might 
h,, chcapenNl by the introduction of some 
Ryl3tcn1 of t__C:-operatiQn. Dl' s01ne ahistance bv 
tlw Go..-cnllli('I~t in proyiding plant to uproo~t 
the ra room. 1 hat "·ould ha Ye to be a chariTe 
a~ainst the snecccding cro]J. Quite a nun1b~r 
of gTO\YC'l':-' carry on operations on a sn1all 
":ale, and it would lw cost!,· for them to pro­
n_clc the Eecu"ary plant to do this work. 
\\ e han• to consider all the interc,,ts that are 
mYoln•d-thc interests of the grower. i·he 
consun1€'r. and the nwnnfacturer. A .. s far as 
we l~Ds.sibly. ean we want to p1·eyent any 
daslnng of mtercsts. \Y0 want to shmY, if it 
Is po"1bh• to produce cotton here. that there 
wi11 be a ~a1isfartorv retnrn to the OTO\YPr 

that thf' gin11cr will' get adL•quatc p;y, a;1{i 
that tlw lllanufadurer will receiYe the article 
he \Yants. l:nlcss we can do that we must 
get out of the business. I do not intend to 
detain the House unv furthl'l' in connection 
with this matter. 1 haYe quite '' lot of 
Jnatcnal. but ~o llluch has bc'cn :::.aid that I do 
not think T can t1ll'O\Y anv more Jio·ht on thE~ 
quPstion. l stand bPhincl' the ao;re~nwnt that 
has b<'cn made. (Hear, hear~) The agTee· 
llll'llt is not only in the be,t interests of the 
grol'iTr6. bui :is in the YC'rY best :interc:-r~ of 
t.he Stat<'. and I believe the work that has 
hccn done. during 1.he period the atn·ecment 
has l1een 111 operation has been :in the verv 
best intf'n'sts of tlw who!!' of the parties <'Grl· 
ce-rncd. I trast that 1vhatcvcr is done in 
<·onnP<-~rion "·ith fhi~ lf'o-i;o;lation the Q.Tolver"" 
will realise that we inr- this Parlian1'ent are 
not np ag-ainsf them or out to f,ght them in 
an,· shape or forn~. \Ye \Vi~h to protect their 
~ntercsrs. and "·hl10 we are ]1rotef'ting their 
1nteresf~ \VC .nre protecting- the interests of 
Queemland and Australia 'also. 

Th0 SECRET,\RY FOR AGRICl:LTl:RE: Hear, 
h0ar! 

::11r. LOG.-\_:"\ (Lodyrr): \Ye have heard a 
good deal ot argument from both sides of 
th0 Hou~e in favour of and against ratoon 
uotton. I \Yant to say decidedlY that I stand 
hchind tlw ratoon. · ' 

The SECRLLIRY FOR AGRIC'cLTl:RE: You 
Btand !"'hind the small Quecnslander. 

. :\Jr. LOGAX: The <'xperimH'e of the 
tarn1~:n: 111 the Yari~w'' fli~trict~ throughout 
the t'.ta te. ~ho\YS that r hP ::;;ccond or ra toon 
~_rop n ni·w~t:·s the hra\'icst crop. \Ye have 
ri>t~ncd to the argunwnt put fonYard bY tlw 
Mnn,;tcr . to ,<how that the ·econrl or ·third 
<'rop Is lrp-~Jter 1hau thP .unnnal crop. Thar 
nw,, be"' m other parte of tlw 'vorlcl. hut <o 
far a-; Qn0rn~land it3 eonrcrncd it is certainhT 
rwt CCJITcr-::-. Evidrncc can bP procured frOJi1 
an5 fanner or any 8S~ociation in this State to 
f'hov? that the ~cc>ond or ratoon crop. T'(·hen 
n·a~onabJ:'-T cultiYated, ha:;;. been bv far die 
hf'~lYiPr crOJl. B_v way of illu5trftting thi:3 
point I ·want to quote a l0ttcr frmn a ~enr1c-

[Mr. Taylor. 

little cxperin1cnt on a; 
electorate. Some tim0 

the Department of 
Agriculn.ne -<1.:--ked ll1P if I knew of a plot of 
1anc1 where he could !.!:et a farmer to cultivate 
a half or 1 ,:ere of ratoon cotton, so that the 
rc~Sults obtained f·ould be con1parod IYith a 
similar area of plam cotton·: Subsequently 
the de11arhncnt clf'cidcd to exper:in1ent on 
a 7~-acre plot on :\1a :\Ia Creek, and they 
a.l'!o had an area of 7 a('rcs put under 
]Jlant cot10n. In other parts' of the world, 
particularlY Eg:":pt. ratooning n1ay not be 
succ·c·,,sful lJc,cause of the huge difficulties they 
haw to contend with. \Yith in·igation the 
roots of the plants become sickly and stunted, 
and naturallY the best re;;ults cannot be 
obtained h0111 that plam. It is interesting 
to compare the results from the plant crov, 
and the ratoon crop frDn1 those plots in t:1c 
(hanthanl di:3tricr. 

The £.;·ent1f'nHln rcff'ITcd in 'vrites to 1118 
under ,]ate 15th Se-ptember. 1923-

" Thi~ is a report of 7~ acres of ratoon 
cotton on an exp~rimental plot established 
on my farm. The Department of Agri­
culture :o:en1 a n1an to nH~asure the land 
and took all details in th<.• working of the 
land. thP prvYiou~ crop before it \Ya~ 
ratoonetl. and rainfall up (o the timo on 
the 9th February, 1023." 

So. 0videndy, thi~ was a third sr-ason's 
ratoon~ 

··For your infonnatlon \\'(' gathered 
20 balr-< of <'otton alld consigned same in 
three different lots 1 o th,, Department of 
Agricuhun."' 10 Rmua Street, Brisbane, 
ancl I ''""' pa.id at the rat/' of 5~d. per lb., 
and each bal(' \Ycighed on the ave}·age 
uw,r 400 lb. The uett weight of the 20 
bales was 8.716 lb. of seed cotton. The 
rainfall. from Septl'mber, 1922, to July. 
1923. was 8~ inches. I had 7 acres of 
new plant co1ton from seed. which ~·ip]ded' 
5,08C lb. m'tt ,,-eight. [ have shown 
sample- of ra-toon and nlant cotton to 
men and rhcy could nor- distinguish the 
difien'nce betwc•en the two samples. I 
nil! han' samples ,,f the two clacoe3 of 
cotton ]eft. 

" F. A. KAJEWSKI." 

To gd coufirmation of these facts the Min­
ister has only to look up departmental 
;-ccords. which will pro,·e that I am correct. 

I sha lJ go into the question of comparison 
of yield ancl return ancl see what ca.n be got 
fol· one year fron1 ratoon cotton an-1 ·what 
can be got from plant cotton for similar 
p0riocls. The ratoon cotton is from a. 7:2-ncre 
rnea-half an act·e bigger than th'" plant 
cdton area. The ;ecd output from the rRtoon 
nrea was 8.716 lb., and from the plant area 
5.080 lb. The ratoon cotton yielded per acre 
1,156 lb. uud the plcmt cotton 726 lb.-a 
difference of 430 lb. IH'r acre. The value of 
the ratoon cotton w,;-s £26 8s. lOd. rcn acre 
and the plam cotton £16 12s. 9d., a difference 
of £9 17s. lcL per acre. The total profits 
fron1 the \vhole area nf ratoon above that 
oi plant cotton \\'Cl't' £74 18s. lOci. 

KnmYing t!Icse facts and knowing that this 
nop wa~ JH'Othu·L•d fron1 <:1. plot under the 
supQt".-ision of rhe Dcpann1ent of Agriculture, 
we n1n:;..t t<lkc a clear Yic'v of the evidence 
on 1Jc1Jalf of nuoon rotlon. 

The PRD!lER : The r<'tnrns \Yerc at 5~cl. a 
1b. You unno: get 5~d. a lb. for ratoon, 
cctton on the <~pen 1narket. 
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Mr. ~OGAC\1: That i.; all .-er0· well. but 
''.:Htt nouJ the guarantee after 1926? 1-Yhat 
gnal·~nnec ha Yt~ we then of getting S~d.? 

,;l'he ~ECR· TARY FOR ;~GRICCLTCRE: ::\one at 
fJ11 :f you produce rubmi'h. 

:ur. LOG.\:\: The Go.-ernment ha.-o 
already d0parted from the guarantee. They 
J?l'€YlCHl~I,,- 1nade rhe guarantee of S~d. for the 
f-ln;:r three Yl'ar~, but befo1·e those three vears 
\\'(:·~:_-:. Up thP CiOYC'l'lllllf'llt ha\'C S0l11Cl'Ra~ulted 
ow1ng to the fact that the cielegatiou ean1e 
cut~-

The :"EcRnARY roR AcmccLTcnE, you 
•hould t~l the truth. 

The Pn£,IIER: The qualification was a 
gparantCt' irorn the start. 

~h:- LOGA='\: I say that there was a differ­
ence m the qualification about the quality. The 
guara!Hee read ~or good elean seed cotton, 
bm Lhd not cay It was not to be ratoon. 

The PnE,IIEH: The qualification was good 
~cetl .. rottun, 1rcc fro1n d1sease, and of good 
quality. 

.:\lr. LOGA:\": If that was so it does not 
my that It is not to be ratoon.' 
Th~ l~RE)!IER : That qualification doe; say 

that rt ts not ratocn. 
:\11'. LOGA='\: The hon. member for Enog­

'\"ra rea;l a .l~tter from ~he manager of the 
bhelley hoad Spmmng 1\hll, Preston. I have 
tn my hand a copy of the letter from that 
~entlernau, and he shows us in this letter 
that Queensland ratoon cotton was worth in 
l'r,,ston, 4d. per lb., more than the best 
Amenca.n t·orton. I desire to point out that 
t]~Ls rato~n cot~on was a, sixteen-year crop. 
~~hat. lnb the Premier to say about ihat '! 
Kno•nng_ t,hese facts I would not be iust to 
wy consntncnts tf l came here and sai'd that 
I \Ya:3 111 faY~tu· of doing a·wa.y wlih rcnoon 
c_ctton. I thmk the Go.-ernment are qe>ite 
llght 111 teslm[(' tins matter, but in my opinion 
they nrp startmg; at the wrong end. If thev 
wc;nt. to do ) U::illC~ to the farn1er, the right 
'' ~~- L; t<? aJI_ow t.ne fnrn1cr to grow ratoon 
twtd It Is disco.-ercd that ratoon cotton is 
n,ot In the br·st Intcref'tS of t,h( indu~try. The 
GfGYe;·n.mcnt .'hould then enforce legislation 
~1. a. ~11o_11lb11IYC' nature .such as thev are IJO\V 

mtroctncmg. \Ye should con,idcr the unfor­
tunate n1an who is having· a bad tirrH' on 
accom~t of 1l1e dry season and who finds it 
chffieurt to ma~e ends meet. He is compelled 
h..1 do a.:\~ay \nth ratoon cotton and a chance 
nf g:etnng a profit. I know that on this 
J:articula;-. farm this man Kajewski, who cul­
tivat_ed t11IS C'Xpernn~ntal IJlo.t, planted S0111C 
o_f hJS cotton three times and did not get a 
srrgle boiL In Queensland \Ye are subject 
tfl floods .. and dr?ughts and ne.-er know 
where we 'tand. \\hen ,,-e ha Ye a sure ihing 
:o:ueh~ as raroon cotton. it is a wise thing for 
the tarnwr ro hang on to it. 

I ha.~·p bt•Pn son1C\Yhut struck bv the evi­
ckncc m fa.-om· of the a!Jolition ·of ratoon 
rr21ton 1d11eh ha" Lccn prepared Lv l\I(•ssrs 
\\ clh and E.-ans. Some of their ,;rgunoent~ 
Hppor to me .to be altogether ridicnlons from 

farmc'r s pomt of .-ieYY. In the first ;Jlace 
gt1 Ilt1Pnlen .remind ns that the nli1nbe1: 

. " _I·m~'l':" grcnnng cot ton in >'f'rub :1r£·a.::-. is 
~llimnt·:"_ll1l.a1-that the5-· are a 1ncre h:u1c1fnl. 
1 sh;:mld like to remind those gentlemen that 
tht u:f:!Z;'~l (OltOn-gro\YCT in QuCC'll.S]and QTFW 

n:- h~~ co,tton uu scrub countt·y. Ir.'" n1v 
the tRITncl.s arc• fe1Iing scrub eYe!·;· 

t h\ ptupo~l~ of gro"·ing i.h i '3 ne\\r 
t11at [ll'onn~C.3 to giYe such a good 
Y"lHUl't' t? say that ii will g-iYe 

returns 1 f 1 hey a. re allo-vved to 
t;;:l 1n n r(a;,~JTwLic \Yay. 

To plant seed an1ongst the shunps jn. 
:>:l·rub l'OU1ltry and expec·t the farn1cr to 
pull out that 1>lant l'Otton after tlw first 

vr-ar';; f!TOwth is absolutelY out 
[9.30 p.m.J ~,f the question. It has got a 

good grip, and to cut the cotton 
out is a !most equal to falling the ecrub in 
the first instauce. The expense is going to 
bo so great that ir certainly will not pay 
the farmer to grow cotton in that class >f 
connny. \Ye h~'tYC the promise of builcling­
np au industry equal to ihe wool industJ.·y, 
and I honestly belie.-e and sincere!~· hope 
that this industry will eYentually grow to 
the magnitude of the wool industry; but. if 
\H are con1pellccl to do away ·with the raroon 
crop that has been most bpncficial, then a 
.great llUinbee of fanners who arc (rro',"~>·nvr 
4..'0tton to-day \Yill <'C'l'tainly go out:::> of th~ 
Industry. Last week I asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture a. question jn connection 
with the quantity of seed obtained from the 
1922-23 cotton crop and also the area under 
ra toon cotton. and the answer was that there 
were approximately 1,000 acres under ratoon 
cotron for the y<'ar 1922-23. It seems strange 
that in ans•.-er to my question the Secretary 
for Agriculture should say that approxi­
IIHJ.tr:h- thPr(l \YC'l'C 1.000 ac1·cs under ratoon 
cottmi oLtt of an ap1;roximate area of 28,695 
acres. am! thot the .-ield from the 1.000 acres 
of ·ratoon cotton '"~s 376.838 lb., whilst the 
Premier told a deputation from Rockhamp­
ton earlier in the Year that there were- 246 
rt('l'P~ unr1cr ratoon ·l'otton. which vielded the 
"tll!e amonnt of cotton. \Yhy this discrepancy 
bc't\Yec~u tire two set~ of figures: If the 
at'ca under ratoon eotton was 1.000 acre~, 
it scents to me· that the di.scrcpancy has been 
brought about in mcler to show that a less 
qumii ity of cotton \Yas produced on that 
arc~a. If \Ye ha.-e 1.000 acres of ratoon cotton 
and the yield was 376.838 lb., that only shm:s 
a rctnrn of about 377 lb. per acre; but, tf 
w<' ouh· hac! 246 acres under ratoon cotton, 
tlw rctu·rn was somewhere about 1.532 lb. 
l"'r acre. In m:: opinion the figures quoted 
Lv the Premier were nearer than those 
q~JOtf'd by the Scnetary for Agriculture, 
bee a use we know frDn1 experience that 
ratoon cotton has certainly l'C·turned a bigger 
~-ield than 377 lb. to the acre for the year, 
\Ye ha Ye been told that ratoon cotton IS 

a failure anrl that it is not wanted on the 
Lancashire market. \Ye haYe the statement 
made bv ::\lr. Harokl Parker that some 
of the ~.\ustralian cotton that has nassed 
through his mill has proyed highly· satis­
factorY. I do not Yvish to tire the House 
by re~ding the long statements thdt h:ne 
been made, but they ha ye been abs<'Jlut'ely 
in fa.-our of ratoou cotton. \Ve <J.l! know 
in Australia that our women folk, :f they 
are going to bn~v an:, calico, g·e~lera 1ly 
a~k for llorrocks's calico, \Yhich contains 
a.bont 30 per cPnt. of ratoon cotton. If 
ra toon cotton is no good, how is it that our 
women folk. who !mow cotton fabric prob­
ably better than some of our experts. wish to 
lm~- ca1icn ,,·hic1l conrains a. large percc-ntag~J 
of ra toon cotton? The ·• Brisbane Courier" 
o£ 27th :\oyembl'r. 1922. in a lctt0r fro1n its 
Bradford t'OITc~nolHldn. ;:;;.1wakinu: ~of the 
perennial Pcrn ;-iau Yarictics of cotton, 

.. If the Onccn,]ancl fib1·e i' of rha 
"'allH' spcci0s ~as that of Peru, it \\·onld 
,'dmirabl~- .;;nit fm· the \Yoo11cn trade, 

rhi::; is thP point ~Yell worth studying 
r1w~c interc...:t('d in the ~ale of Quecn~­

Ct;tton .. , 

Jlr. Logan.] 
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Mr. Crawford Vaughan in tlw "Daily Mail" 
of 22nd January. 1923. says-

" \Ye don't want the grower tD be 
fooled into producing cotton which can­
not hP sold on thP world's market at 
profitable rate~." 

This in face of the fact that growers "·ere 
cmting out. on tlw a<h-ice of tlw officials of 
the Bti!ioh-Australian CottGn Gwwing Asso­
ciation. the vc1 ,. class of cotton welcomed in 
Bradford. As ·furt!H'e corroboration of the 
urilit v of this das~ of r·otton the· special 
cortP~pondPnt of tbP ·· Brisbane Courier.,. 
dated 11th :\lay. 1923, weiting from Yarwun. 
nH!ntions that gro\Ying Tif'ar the hon;-e v. a~ a 
plot of teec cottou. Thi> \Yas the rcmlt of 
Sc'ed QiY<'ll to :'Ill's. Hoolc\· bv :\h. Danid 
.l..J Ollc.~~ Th, y had b<.:>Pll g.rO\Y~ng for thrr>e 
ve-ar:-;. and b. cl ll'il-cl1ed a. gTz~at heighr. For 
tvro Yl'ar·· dJ;;:-:P fifty tre< ·~ l;ud r('tUIJWd about 
£3 ~·a1uc of cotto1l ('ach ~ea~o11 :::old to the 
ginn£'1~·. Le:::.idE':-. :-;on1t' rC'tain0d for lHnnc U:·l' 

fen· rrtaking quilts. and ~('{'In' d ro be ahra~::. 
be~nillg. 

\Yhen you have a emp in bearing all the 
yeat round. !?Yen though it nuty be sold. at a 
lower rate on the London market. w1th a 
ver:': nuwh heaYier yield the grower;:; are not 
going to he eo much out of pocket. A great 
deal h:Js bPcn 3aid about tne inferior cotton 
grown in America, but that is the .. holly" 
cotton which has been confused \\ ith the 
ratoOJl cotton grown in this country. The 
'• ball v '' cotton come' a Her the first vear's 
crop. · and is known as stand-over.· and 
cvnsequcntly is no good for ginning. 
Our ra to on cotton in Queensland is of very 
hig-h quality. One other thing \Yhich has 
struck me as rathe1· funny is that at a time 
when farmers hav. hard ·,York to keep their 
stoc-k alive the:v are denied the right to pur­
cbas· the seed cotton which is essential for 
feP<!. \\'hilt> I do not object to the cotton 
··?f'll Ll1 ing· ~old for oth0r purpo~e:-;, "-e do 
cornplain that, when therP i~ a shortage of 
ft.o:·d. CPI: farn10rs are not able to buy seed 
cotton for feed purposeo. It is a remarkable 
thing- that the British-Australian Cotton 
Growing Associat~on ha~ under the agre:~ 
ment a rnonopol~· H1 the State and can bu) 1t 

____Q_t_£la ton while the fa.J:.lll~<m-t,l~"'"t 
f,•ed have to pay £5 10,. a ton foe it. In the 
early da:v> Kitchen and Son had to pay 
<£+ 13s. 4cl. a ton, which is equivalent to tho 
1 •i'iCL' the farmer~ are paying to~day for the 
.scotl thov ha\·e to nlan1. The SP<'d we buv 
for planting co~ts fcL a lb., which brings i't 
up to £4 13s. 4d. a ton. vet the same seed 
when wo want it for feed 'costs us £5 10s. a 
ton. That is tlw discrepancy "·hich I cannot 
nnderstanJ. I do not kno\Y whv the) fanner:;; 
should be denied the rig·ht o( getting· that 
sPed at tht' sant(' 11rice as the As:-'ociation 
[rt.>t-: it. Th0 hon. n1c1nb0r for Enoggera 
ref~:_:rrPd to \Y•stern .Australia. and I have a 
l<'!ter hPrc from i\lr. Tecsdalc, Yvhich appeared 
in the ·• Daily :\lail." of 4th Aug·ust. 1923-

•. SH.\RP iYESTERx Ar5TRALIAX 
ATT\CK. 

" ' The curse of in1portrd cotton 
C'XJX-'rts ' was the ti tlc of an article in the 
Perth ' SundaY Times.' bv :\Ir. F. \Y. 
Tcosdale. and· he excused· the use• of it 
b~· in;-iting inspection of the Derb:: cotton 
plots-' that nnfortunaT(" expc-rinTent 
whirh Colonel EYallS conclemncd in such 
dra:3tic tenus.' 

'' 'To-da,, this Pindall soil. ti1at he 
said \Vas tofally usel...:s.;;. for corton cultiv.,_-

[Mr. Logan. 

tion, has a splendid crop of healthy, well­
grown bushes. sorrw of then1 2 feet in 
heig~t. plenty of lateral growt~, and 
beanng a good_ show of blosson1.. Mr. 
Tee&dale wrote. ·Certainly. the height of 
the plants might be bettt•r. but this IS 

directlv attributable to the utter lack of 
rrood tilth for sceding-oue of the most 
Gnpo~·tant es.-:.entials for ::.uccessful cotton­
gTov.-lng. 

" The lack of knowledge shown right 
throu,;h the experiment is deplorable. for 
which the officials in Perth 1.verP In no 
waY responsible, any n1ore than in th~ir 
unfortunate selection of the perso!l wno 
-was responsible to a great extent for !he 
failun'. Right from the start trouble 
\\'a:; experienced. and it i'3 regrettable 
that a competent man from _Queensland 
wa. not :-:ecunld to take the entire lnanage­
nwnt. \Yheu the Queensland expPrt 
apr>row-cl of the vicinity of Derb:: for 
cotton-oTowJnO' he \Yas dou1g so '\Vlth a 
£ort.v ;y~ears' ~~perience i~1 soils. \V.l~en 
Cclonel Evans' condemnatiOn was bruned 
all over Australia. the Queensland man 
\note to the writer. telling him not to be 
discoueaged with the first set-back. that 
the o-rollltd was still all right, and time 
woul~1 show Yvho wa> ri~ln-the imported 
ex]wrt. or the Aust~alian _with his 
thcrough knowle-dge of Australian condi­
tiOns. 

" ' Time has shown, and to-da:v the lie 
direct has been given those. whc:. on a 
few hours' inspection of the sod, and 
relvino· a o-ood deal on those who knew 
about~ as ~mch as they themselves did 
as to the soil suitability, uttPrly con­
demned the whole undertaking· and dis­
courao-ed eyer,~bodY connected \Yith it. 
\Yhv. nit is nm;· prcn·ed by departmental 
ana'!nis that the onlv soil of the sampl<>s 
subn1ittPd b;; Colonel Evans that is free 
from salt is the identical Pindan so1l so 
uttPdv -damned and outecl by that ~ame 
g-entleman.' 

"J\Ir. Teesdale also stated: ' He then 
discoYcrs a fearsonH~ pest in the shape of 
a caterpillar (that was never lost). in the 
scrub flowers particular!;- the hibiSCt!§,____ 
and suggested that a_n entomologist be 
disJ'atchPd to detennme the extent of 
the countrv affected bv this in&c'ct when 
an·.- :\' oe'-\V ester coulcl have told him 
th~t it extends from Carnarvon to Port 
Darwin. Specimens "\Yere sent to E11gland, 
and the suspected prr·sence of the deadly 
boll "·eevil in \Y utern Australia duly 
printed in block heading~ in .Eng:lish 
paper~. r-fhis ~an1e caterpillar 1:3 ng~1t 
through Queen::..] and, nnd eau;.:;.~~ a c~rta1n 
rnnount of ·rLtnu\gl' na;t~~·ally, but 1t not 
tnkf'n at all scrwusl~--

I want to s~v that these gentlemen who 
con1e her··' a £~:·q1erts in thi:-; brapch _of agr_i­
culture uced to bP Yery careful 111 tht•u· 
utterance'· The,- ,horllcl reflect that the 
countrT- is a .. nt'~Y one to thern and that, 
gE~nerr{lly f'-peaking. they ·~o ~1ot 1n~ovr the 
conditions \\hich ]Jl'p\·ail 1rt lt. \\ c ha Ye 
been in f'nntact vvith these caterpillar~ whi~·h 
8l'C spokc•n a be ut ever :-;incc I have bC'en 111 
Queell.:dand-a nutth..,r of about forty ye::tl'f, 
&!1d I rhi lk there is not a rnan ·who come" 
from the oil Yvho does not know that the:· 
ha Ye been pr .. YY<:dent ever gince Queensland. has 
be· m Queensland. On!:: ,- c;terday I receJYed 
a letter fron1 the \Vondai district stating 
that there Iw.J been a plague of n1oth.s. vvhich 
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in turn me:tns a. plague of caterpillarr,; yflt 
w0 have expert" coming here and telling us 
that this :,cot is geing to be a serious menace 
to the cotrun industry. \Ye know perfect!" 
well that 1t is going to be a serious menrrce 
to the cotton industrY. \Ye know that the 
same pest will clear the ground of everything 
green in front of them. I have seen them 
strip tlw leaves of growing corn with the 
cob on jr and lecn·e nothing hut the stalk, 
rrnd they are more likely to destroy the 
annual cotton than the ratoon cotton 
allhough tney may certainly eat the boil~ 
and take everything green off the plants. 
My bwth0,·. who has been cutting lucerne all 
through the drought, has had to turn his 
horses on to it owing to the fact that thi3 
very ;wst bn got on to the farm and would 
otherwise have destroyed it. \Ye have the 
corn grub, which will perforate the cotton 
boil. I ha vc seen hundreds of boils destroyed 
by it. 

h does not matter \Yhether it is plant 
cotton (,r r::ttoon cotton. the san1e pest will 
attar,];: those plant'. Therefore I sav \'.e 
req11irc 111en 1vith ycar6 of kno\Ylcdge i~ this 
State or the countrv ~enerallv to sav ,,,hether 
tl1ese l•est": are ioi~1g to be injUrious to 
p]ar,ts or hOt. \Ye have to remember that 
many families on the land are absolutelv 
<1 ep~nclent on their cotton crop, and thei'r 
only prospect for the next season is the cr.op 
thev mav obtain from their ratoon cotton. 
Th{s Jeg~slation prohibiting the gro,Ying of 
ratoon cotton is going to strike a Yery deadly 
b1o\v to tho6e people who nre struggling to~ 
day. In thei,· interests I ho11e the GO\-ern­
ment will JCot go on \Yith this legislation. It 
is quite rig·ht for the department to find out 
\'\'hcther rdt.ooning is not in the best interests 
of cotton-growing. But the:-- should do as I 
~uggt ~.t. an•J start at the other end, and con~ 
:-.ider 1.Yhert> the~· are at the present tin1e. 
There would be some justification for that: 
but to come at this particular time, after 
having- boo~tc'd up the industry and got the 
farmer, to g:o in for it to thei1· full capacity, 
.and th0n tell ihe;n theY cannot continue, is 
not a fair de,'!, and I 'for one do not stand 
for it. 1:~ou hayt' not got to go far to _get 
evidence tbat; the fanner-s arc oppc~ed to this 
~ort Df thing. "'nd h<nY they fear this kind 
of lcgi~lation. Is it '"!l10ther systen1 o£ out· 
side conL.)l '? \Yhat doer it meon? \Ye were 
tDld son1c time ago by the Premier, ·who out· 
lined the sdwme at Laic11eY. that the Govern­
Jnent \Vcrc lnanc1,1ing nn agTicultnral ::.chf'1nc. 
aEd they proro.;;ec1 fo ronHiturc a Council of 
Agric nlturr, on P,'hich the farmers \\·ould have 
di,rect representation. and that they were 
going to ::;·iye 0ff0"t TO the wishr~ o! th8 
fanne'.:~. Y1-~hat ht1Ye \YC got to-day? \Ve 
have the Council of Ap:ricnltnre directly 
oppo~cd To tl1is sort of thino;. On another 
nccasicm. wh0n an in1nortant Bill affe<:'tin 5 · 

tho fnnncr.·J ronJil1p; before th0 House. 
the Council Agriculture were reftm•d the 
rjght to s.1v \YJl(•thcr th0Y \YCrC'- in fayour of it 
or not. That 1~ done bY 11 GoYernment ·who 
claim tktt the .. arc one· to bdriencl the man 
Dn tho ]aJHL I fail to sPo where they are the 
friend of thn man on the land. There is every 
reason ttO bdievt· ily this h'gislation that the 
Governm('nt arc not going· to give th0 
farmers thP beet hdp they possibly can. I 
would ask the Minic<ler to withhold the pro­
hibitive clidl~rs for the tin1e being, and go 
in for experimental nlots of ratoon cotton to 
ascertain if the growing of ratoon cotton will 
introduce cntain pc--,ts. and then, if it is 
found that the growing of ratoon cotton 

operat ~ di~astrou:;;.}y again~t the industry, 
by all mcc .. ns bring in legislation for prohibir­
iHg the ratooning· of cotton. If that ·were 
dDne everv hon. member· on this side would 
~.ive c_.,-er~- assi:;;tance in that direction. ~4..t 

t'-he pre~en! tin1e no P\·idenc0 has been brought 
fonYard to show that the ratooning of cotton 
i~ injurious to the industry. It n1ay be in 
other countries. because they are not working 
vndcr the sPn1e con{litions. In An1c-rica tho 
frost cuts do·wn the cotton. and it is not 
po.;;;sible for thcn1 to ratoon in n1any place:::. 
~-\ f1Teat deal of thiB legislation is framed on 
con(TiTions cbta ining in An1erica . .and not in 
Au-tralia. \Ye should create legislation in 
the interests of the Australians. :\'ot verv 
long ago America \Vas told that she could not 
>pin her cotton properly or make her own 
clorh. She was told by big interests in Eng· 
land and mhcr places, and they were the 
r,coplc to do all that sort of work. The 
American people showed that they were not 
g-oing to be bluffed, and they \:vent ahead 
\vith the establishment of spinning factories, 
and me,nufactured their own cloth. I say to 
the Australians, '· Do not be bluffed by those 
who say it is not possible, owing to climatic 
conditions. to spin cotton in Queensland." 
IY e han• be-en told that because of the dry 
conditions tlH· thread will break. \Ve must 
110t b0 blnffed in thar way: \Ye must g·ive it 
a uial. I have here a sample of lint calico 
spun in Ipswich in 1904. IT is half-ratoon 
ancl half plant cotton. I \Yould like to show 
it to any expert. and ask if he could produce 
nnything of the same quality to-day and at 
the same ;nice. I haYe also a sample of 
1 atoon cotton r.pun in Gennany. These 
san1ples art' good enough for any purpose. 

In the interests of the indnstrv I want. to 
ask once again that care should be exercised 
ill what ·we are going to do. I quite agree 
that rho lico:vernment should have a full 
inn'stigation mad<' of the whole industry, 
bnr. I cannot set" that they are working in 
thC' hen interests of the inclustr: by com­
pc'iling (!;rowers to do away \Yith ratoon 
crops. \Y0 have been told that th,•re are 
onl)- 240 acres of ratcon cotton in Qu<'ons­
l:md, -.,-hilc it has also ueen said that there 
are approxima-tely 1.000 acres. Approxi­
mately there• are 2S.oro acre•, nnd0r cotton 
in Queensland. \Y c hRve also been told. that 
there is not ~D n1uch ratoon cottoD. goin~ to 
~he Engli:,:h n1arket. Fron1 n1y own oxperi­
C'!KC I kno\V there is a great deal 1nore 
ratoon cotton gro\vn in Queensland than 
credit is given for. and there is also a great 
deal more ra loon cotton 0xported to England 
than is stated. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRJCCLTT;RE: Are 
~-on :::.ugprr::::tlng that th farwers haYc been 
<ending in ratooi! cotton for plant cotton! 

Yir. LOGAX: I 8!11 nor snf(ge~tinp; any­
thing-, but I am n1crcl.v suggesting what the 
:\Jinister or anyone eLe wonld do if they 
\Ye re in lhe indnstr~-. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR Pt·nuc ViORKS: ThaC 
is a p'Jor lcka of L,ir J0aling. 

:\1r. LOG"\;'\: I think it ie. fair dealing, 
and I only "'k the Government io give the 
farn!ers a fair doal and let ihen1 ~·ontinne 
tr• grow ratoon col.ton until it is definitely 
ci iscm-ered to be detrimental to the industry 
to do so. I a>k the Government to listen to 
the a ppcals of the Council of Agriculture 
and the various Local Producers' Associa· 
tions throughout Queensland. 1'he'•8 

Mr. Logan.] 
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Associatione were formed to enable the man 
on the la.nd to have a voice in all quescions 
affecting his interests. The Premier in his 
speech at Laidlev said that the Council of 
Agriculture and the Local Producers' Aswcia­
tionS \Vould reflect the op~nious of the man 
on the land, and that the Gm·ernment woulrl 
be guided in their leg-islation by those ex­
pressions. The position a" \VC find it to~,da:v­
is that a director absolutely silences the 
Council of Agriculi nrc. He blocks them 
ahsolutely from saying what they wish by 
suggesting the legislation that would be in 
the best interests of the induc.trv. The Go­
vernment should take notice of ·the man on 
the land through the Council of Agricul­
ture and endeavour to meet him in his 
demands. It has been oaid time a.nd again 
that the man on the land is the backbone 
of the country. He is up against it at the 
present time; and, when he is up against 
it, no endeavour should be made to take 
a.way from him his bread and buttet' by plac­
ing- an embargo on ratoon cotton. I am not 
talking moonshine. I have pioneered two 
or three times mvself. I know what it is 
to watc.h the clouds and wait month nfter 
month and vear after vear for a crop. 1 
know the position of mru:y of these strugg-ling 
farmers to-dav. I know that thev are look­
ing to the ratoon crop. 'They ha,:e not been 
guaranteed that they are going to get suf~ 
licient rain to bring up their plant cr<;P· 
Time and again it has been ruined by m­
sufficient ra.in. The man I refererd to as 
having ha·d that experimental crop at Ma 
1\'Ia Creek failed three times witt his phnt 
crop. I am only using that case as an ill_us­
tration because he wa.s under the supPrvtswn 
of the 'Government. Their official,; were in 
a position to i:nvestigate that experiment and 
satisfy themsel\--es as to what was bemg done 
on the farm. 

It is all yery well to argue in favom; of 
plant cotton from the spinners' point of vte~, 
but the main point brought forward !Il 

opposition to ratoon cotton is that it is going 
to introduce pests and vermin. If that is so. 
ovhy ha.ve our grape Yines. sugar-cane-. and 
other things not introduced these pests 'I 
If it applies in one case. it applies in t~e 
other; yet we are told that ratoon cotton ts 
going to bring such an awful lot of pests 
that it will ruin the industrv. For mv own 
part I do not believe it, fl!ld I ho11e the 
Government will seriouslv consider the pro­
position before putting through the Bill. 

;).Jr. CLAYTOX (ll"id(. Bay): I consider 
tbat this is one of the most important sub­
jects with which \Ye haw had to deal this 
ECs~ion. It was pleasing to hear the yery 
lnminous speech delivered b.'- the Secretary 
for AgTiculture. He gan' us a lot of infor­
nJation. I think that second reading speeches 
of Ministers generally have improved greatly 
this session over !hose of last session. The 
lwn. member for Burnett also delivered an 
excellent address and put the case for the 
ratoon-cotton gro,ver6 ii1 a splendid "-ay. I 
think his spec,ch has been the means of 
making e\·en hon. members on the GO\-ern­
ment side give very ;:erious consideration n.s 
tn whether they \Yould allow this drastic 
legislation to go through or not. 

I notice that the Bill is known as 'tlw 
"Cotton Industry Bill." I sincerely hope 
that before long we shall have an oppor­
tunity of putting through a Bill which will 
not only deal \Vith cotton in the raw state 
but that we shaH han' a Bill before us 
dealing \Yith the manufacture of cotton. I 
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think that \voulU br> so111ethi:ur that \vould 
greatly benefit G2ueensland a-llcl Australia, 
generally. 

I'he G-on:rnn1ent 1nust be givc·n credit for 
what they ha.ve clone in com1ection \\-ith the 
cotton industry in Queens1and. It ha'3 gone 
ahead splcndidl.'- anrl is an industry whirh 
at the prf:~ent tinw of high prices of cotton 
oversea,; is likely to be of great benefit to 
the State. I notice from !he Commonwealth 
'· Official Year Book" that as far back a.s 
1906-7 we had a haunt.'· paid on cotton. The 
Federal GoYernnu:nt then gave a bonus of 
10 per cent. on all raw cotton produced. 
The maximum amount of that !Janus in one 
year \Vas £6,000. It is intercoting to know 
that during- the vear 1916-17 the bonus was 
paid on 13,751 '!b. That goes to show 
that even with a. bonus we in Queensland 
were not in a position to grow cotton at 
thB very lo\v prices then existing. Owing to 
the present high price of cotton we are now 
enabled to surcessfulh· cngagf~ In thi5 
industry. · 

[10 p.m'.] 

I notice the,t Mr. Crompion vVood, a mem­
ber of the delegation that came to Australia, 
oa his rf't•Irn to Svdnev after his tour of 
Queensland said~ ' · 

" C:olton could be grown in Australi<t 
at 3d. a lb. in the seed and 9d. in the 
lint. Other nations could not produce 
it so cl1eaply, and in Australia a man 
with a wife and a few children could run 
a farm of 100 or 150 acres, and produce 
at as low at lkd. a lb., at which price 
no ~ompetition need be feared." 

I should sa.y that no competition will be 
feared with cotton at 1~d. per lb. It is 
utterly impossible for us to think of uro­
ducing ra;v. cotton a~ a. profit at 1,\-d. per lb. 
If the Brtbsl1 Assoctatwn looks to the time 
when cotton will be produced at 1~d. per lb., 
then I can say it will get very little so far 
as Queensland is concerned, :l\Ir. Crompton 
·wood furthu· says-

" The Government had done wisely in 
offering to buy at a big price to encour­
age cotton-growers, but production at a 
profit should not be accomplished too 
easily, lest tlw necessary steps to pr<> 
duce scientifically and cheaply might not 
be taken. vVhite labour was best and 
in the long run Australia would 'score 
by having white, and nothing but white. 
labour." · 

Mr. Crompion \Yood, the man who has been 
intimate! v hssociated with the establishment 
of the cotton industry in Queensland, makes 
the statem8llt that white labour is the best 
in the cotton industry, and in the same 
brca th ho says we can produce cotton n t 
1~d. per lb. That is utterly impossible. and 
I do not think we can place Yery much 
reliance on the statements hP rna.k(-3 with 
regard to ratoon cotton. I\fr. Harold Parker, 
allother delegate, said-

" Great Britain did not 'rant 1!" inch 
staple'. bnt Australia shoulcl conce~1trat-e 
on 1~ inch and 11/16 inch 'taple. ~wen­
t-ually the Chinese market might be sup­
plied. Euglancl could not compete with 
Australia on that market. bcca.u>e of the 
reduced costs of delin·rv. Then there 
'"ere Java. India. and ~other markr~t.-?, 
and the Commonwealth would become 
~me of tho chief points of the Empire, 
mstead of an outpost. It ;, as futrcd the 
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limitation of markets v. as being reached 
as regdnls Au::itrahan fruit. and t'he out­
look "·' not bright. \Vhile the initial 
diffiC'ulties were grear( r. f'otton solved 
irrigation difficulties. and while costs 
w·ould be higher. quality would be higher 
also, and a greater price rea.lised." 

vVe have plcwed on the statute-book this 
session legislation .,-h ich allows those engaged 
in the primary industries to go to the Arbi­
tration Court for an award. and if the price 
of cotton falls very much below the present 
price it is going to be in1possible to pay 
white men a decent wage to produce cotton 
at any ·sort o£ profit to the man who produces 
it. I do not think we shall han• anv difli­

·culty in muketing the cotton we p1:oduce. 
became there is a shortage of cotton through-

· out the world at the present time. I agree 
,,-ith other speakers that we should look to 

'Great Britain to give us preference in reg·ard 
to our raw n1aterials. and it is pleasing to 
know that Mr. Bruce is at home now looking 
alter our ir.terests in that dil'ection. If we 
in Australia are going to purcha·se from 
Great Britain the finished article. it is the 
duty of the old countr.v to reciprocate and 
purchase from us as mLtch cf oul' raw material 
as possible. In connection with the matter 
cf ratoon cotton, I think that the clause in 
·the Bill dealing with that matter is most 
eevere, and the penalty ,-cry great. 

I am not going to speak on the question of 
ratoon cotton at any length. because it has 

'been dealt with alreadv. but it will be most 
harsh if the Govermnei1t compel people who 
·have ratoon cotton coming on to root it out 
after this Bill Lecomes law. I hope that, if 
the Government are going to put an end to 
ratoon cotton, they will allow these people 
first to harvest their crop and sell it. They 
have spent a. great deal of 1noney in clearing 
the land and growing the cmp. and it \vill be 
a. great injustice if the Government deal 
·'harshly with them in this matter. 

The GO\-ernment should o;ive consideration 
to the many requests made by the members 
of the District Councils of Agriculture which 
have been dealing with this matter, and 
which are composed of men who have prac­
tical experience in connection with ratoon 
and plant cotton. The Premier, when he 
outlined his agricul~ural policy. said that if 
the farmers orgamsed the;v could control 
their own industrv, which would be in their 
own hands, and he asked who could make a 
greater success of it than thoo;e \'l'ho are 
engaged in the industry. I understand that 
'the Central District Council represents sixty­
six Local Pro-ducers' Association;,, and that 
Council has rarried certain resolutions asking 
the Goverrn11cnt to refrain fron1 introducing­
this legislation. These people ''cill lose con­
fidence in the Government if the Go.-Prnn1Pnt 
do not pay heed to their re~-olution~. C'on;.ing 
to mv own Disirict C'ouncil-1\o. 7 Dietrict 
CounCil-a nlotion l.YHS carrie·d ~upporting the 
Rockhampton District Councii in their endea­
vour to g-et the Governnv~nt to refrain frorn 
puttinp: this embargo on ratoon cotton. The 
0hairman of that District Council i~ a mern~ 
ber of thr• ·Council of Acrricultnre. and h0 
stated that the Counc·il of Al!riculture had 
~iven the nu;tter QTC'at cons.ideratiDn, and 
V.?as ·~uggesting to tl)e Goyernr1er.t the estab­
lisln.11ent of three experiment d plots of ratoon 
cotton. I would like to if the C.Iinister 
is going to giYc heed to r·:'~1UE'~t of the 
Council of Ag-riculture ill res:.eet. He is 
chainnan of the Cour.cil. 

The SECRETARY FOR dGRIC'LW'URE: \lYe will 
carry out those experitnent.3. 

Mr. CLAYTON: I think the hon. gent!ro­
man can go a long w·ay further, and allow 
thos0 who have ratoon crops in to harvest 
them. The hon. gentleman will be doing 
e.omething then in the interests of the farm­
ers. and instead of carrying out these 
experimental plots at a big cost to the State 
he> will ha.-e an opportunity of letting the 
farmer' themseh·es carry out the expenments. 
As regards dimatie conditions, I do not think 
that in other countries they ha Ye been going 
into the matter of ratoon cotton as we do 
here. In most CDlmtries where ratoon cotton 
is p own, the climate is so severe that they 
cannot ra!oor, in the same wav as we wish 
to do. TLe hon. member for Barcoo quoted 
a c~l~e \\here an An1erican g-rower lost all 
his cror through the frost coming on and 
the bolls not ha.-ing opened. At Cinnabar, 
in my district, where there was a big crop, it 
was the frost that opened the balls. One 
farmer hnd sacked his men because the boils 
were at a certain stage and did not show 
any signs of going any further. He was very 
despondent, but when the frost came along 
it was the means of opening the balls and he 
got a record crop. That shows that the 
climatic conditions in Australia and America. 
are quite different. 

Now, I want to quote on this point the 
resolutions which were carried bv the Central 
District Council of Agriculture_:_ 

" 1. The Council has unsuccessfully pro­
tested against the action of the Goyern · 
ment in introducing anti-ratoon legisla­
tion. and the Council of Agriculture, 
Brisbane, has supported the District 
Council by voicing its disapproval of the 
GC\·ernment's action. 

"2. The Council, constituted as it is 
of sixty-six Local Producers' Association 
reprcsentati.-es from cotton-bearing dis­
tricts. that in the aggregate produced 
just 50 per cenL of the total cotton grown 
in Queensland last year, feels justified in 
the prominent and determined stand it 
has taken in the interests of the industry. 

"3. The Council is qtrengthened iu its 
determination to test the home and other 
markets bv the fact of its being .in 
P·Josession of authentic information inti­
ruating' that a ready market exists for all 
rnioon cotton that eau be grown. and at 
a price that will pay thousands of growers 
to produce it where they can only produce 
a:anual cotton, on an ayerage, in about 
one year in three. The Council is, there­
fore. impressed with the undeniable fact 
that it is infinite!;: preferable to grow 
rair:on cotton in those areas than ii is 
to gNJ\\" nothing at all." 

And that is what will happen on manv farms. 
Owing to the very light rainfall in the spring 
months the farmers will not be able to grow 
plant cotton; but, if ratoon cotton has proved 
one thing, it has proved that even if there 
is a dry spell the farmers are sure of having 
a decent crop. 

'I'her" ha ,-c been a great many speak<ers 
from both sides and the question has been 
debDted .-ery fully. I sincerely hope that the 
1hni8tf'J· \Yill considl'r the ratoon growers 
and that he \Yill not press this Bill as it iJ 
printed. lmr will ace 'Pt amendment>. I wonld 
like tc' r, mind him that when hP was speaking 
he quoted what the Colonial Sugar Refining 
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Ce1upany did in regard to a variety o£ sugar­
cane of whif·h it did 11ot apprOY'2. I do not 
think that the Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
pany con1pelled the farnH•rs to chop out that 
cane' in!lnediatelY, but gaye them notice that 
it v;as not a YarietY \Yhich could be crushed 
in thE' best inter ~ts of its factories, and 
intimated that i1, future it \Yould not take 
an]· more of it. It did not compel the farmers 
tn cut out their raroon cane at once: but the 
Govern1nent arc con1pel1ing the fanners to 
root out th£'ir ratoon cotton when there is a 
possibilit:.· of getting· a fair price with very 
lit;::le cxpendirun". \Ye hear hon. n1e1nbcr:s 
on the other side talking about n1onopolies 
and how th1•y cripple induetries: but here is 
an instance of wher0 the Governn1cnt are 
going to be harsh 1virh the gro\,~er£3, whilst 
the other concern dc-.1h \Yith them in a much 
more lenient \Ya". I hope that in Committee 
the Minister will accept amendments. \Ve 
have. a recollection of his accepting a great 
man·v amendment~ on the Prin1arY Producers' 
Organisation Bill. I understaJ1d that the 
hon. gentleman accepted about se,-enteen 
amendment>', and I think he is convinced 
that w~2 were the means of assisting him to 
improve that measure. If he \\·ill accept 
amendments on this Bill from men of 
experience on this side. h~ will have placed 
on the statute-book a Bill that is going to 
be lenient with many people on \vhom he is 
now going to inflict a hardship. 

11r. \YARRE:\' (Jlurrumba): I am not for 
a n1on1ent go in[!' re hold 111 \·self up as a 
cotton expert. b~t I feel that "this legislation 
]5 of so 1nuch irnportance to the agricultural 
people of Queensland that it is nece'sary 
for a n1cmber rcpre-~enting an agricultural 
district to exprc.;;~ an opinion on it. The 
main feature of rlw Bill is the prohibition 
of the growing· of ratoon cotton. It is of the 
utmost irnportancc to the industry to allow 
the gro\ving o! ratoon cotton. I a1n so 
convinced on the n1attcr that I con~ider 
that unlef'S ·we haY0 ratoouing there will be 
no cotton at all. It is all nrv well fo-r 
hon. n101nbcrs to quote C':perts. L and it is 
all yery well for them to say that thue a.re 
cert·ain people_· offering- to buy a rertain 
article. Fo1· years they haYc b(cn buying 
thn ratoon cotton. and theY diJ not know 
the difference. If that i~ ~o. then whv in 
the rw.rne of ron1n1on :::-0l1s0-that i3 ~Ome~ 
thing more than expert adYice-should we 
v-vant to cut out this claF-.:> of cotton at the 
preH nt jur.cturc? It is a, well~ known fact 
that in the i'kmthern parts of Queensland 
if }OU prevent ratooning ,~ou will not h11Ye 
any cotton. .About seycmcen years ago l1lr. 
Daniel J ones Q.':t ve n1e so1ne cotton SCl'd. I 
haYo heard it ~--aiel rhat :Jlr. Jone~ is not a.n 
expert. I .vant to knO\\ ho'v we get experts. 
I· it not by exp0riencc? Is not an expert a 
IP.an who up~•lies hin1·-::t)lf to a certain, nro­
fession or t.radc '? ~lr. Jones i~ n1orc t~han 
an expert. He }:;:. a prophet so far as cotton 
is < onc~·rned. It is. all Yerv well to ea.st a 
cht·~·-P snc(•r a bout )..lr. .J onE-s onl:~ hoing an 
ordnwry farn1er. He lloinred Ol1t to rne 
seycntcen years af"0, at a tin1e when nothing 
\vas b0ing clone• \Yith cotton in Quccnsla1HL 
that it could be produced here in payable 
quantiti0s. 1-I 0 \Vas so intere~ted jn the 
matter that he used to carrv a fc1v cotton 
see-de round in hi~ pocket. A'lthough I came 
from a wneat belt I was i'O interested in 
this man being m '1ntch impressed with the 
possibility oi growing cotton for a livelihood 
in Queensland that I attempted to grow it 
also. I grew it in my cultiYation for three 
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year::;:. The first crop was oul,\ a bare crop,. 
the :-.eco:1d ~ t:ar ,", <ts an a bnndan t crop, .and 
rhe third '"·oar·s ratoon crop was considerably 
better than the first year's crop. I haYe 
handed sa.121ples nt that ·ratoou cotton to 
n1pn \Yh 1 ha\ e IYOl'kcd in the cotton factories 
ir1 the' old counn·~-. 

It is all Wl"Y ,,~ell for the ::\Iinister to rise 
in. a ~c:lf-a.:;~ui'eL1 1nanner and say that no 
criticisn1 wor:h conslderjng· has been offered 
to the Bill. Anv sc>11e man would take con­
siderable notice of the criticism that has been, 
offered during the discussion. If it was not 
for the mtoon cotton Yery few plants of 
annual cotton would be gro\ving to·day on 
ac-count of tl19 dry spring. As the hon. 
member foe ~tanley pointed out, the State 
would still ha..-c its ratoou crop, whether 
there was a drT spell or not. That is a 
simple fact, because if the plant itself is 
stunted fron1 ·want of rain it is the new 
shoots that produce the cotton. Consequently 
that cotton in that sense is ratoon cotton. 
This scheme• i, not altogether right. We 
should not he s.:uided bv " boodle" as to 
what '' e sho•tld~ or shou.ld not grow. \Ve 
haye all heard hon. members opposite talk 
about the power of ·' boodle," but, if it 
were nor for the• power of ·· boodle" behind 
this machine, tLere would be no necessity for 
comiclering this matter to-day. Had the 
GovernnH~nt bC'en sincere in their great 
co-operative driYc, we would have had a 
cc.-opera tlYC c:1tton n1ovement instead of a. 
propriet<u~~ 011r of 1hc very worst order. 
I ac!mir that the British-Australian Cotton 
Gro,ving .Association has done an amount of 
good work, but it is wrong in principle that 
this Association should be allowed to have 
control cf the indmtry. 

I was rather pleased to notice that, 
a.s the debate pr·oceeded, the speakers 
dicl not touc-h upon the argument that 
ratcon cotton encouraged disease. It is 
a bsnrd ro saY that n1ore disease wi'l be intro~ 
due< d if ra'toon crops are grown. Where 
the fields are pwperly \\'Orkcd and the plants 
plTl.nf'd rhcrt· i3- no n1ore danger from disease 
being introduced pe!' n1edium of ratoon crops· 
than the annual erop, and probably not as 
much. It i' possible that planting seed· 
annually v-·ill haYe the effect of introducing 
diseaft'." I ha'. c watched the small areas of 
r·ot.ton grown jn the Yarious parts of the· 
~·tatc - ith the k0enest jnterest for some 
yr-a r~. and I have not seen any sign of 
disea.'e otht·r rhan the corn grub and the 
peach n1oth. Lasr year the crop was Yery 
sc1·ions1~~ affected b~- thes<~ pe~ts. It is not 
an importE;] pesr. but a local one, and one· 
that is l1c•ru to 'tRY. The :\1inister did not 
point !,{_; :n1y ~n0'rific in:,tance of ratoon 
cotton breedinQ" rliscase. He simply made a 
bald staH•mcnt; bnc bald statements are not 
facts. The (:l"'at uouble exnerienced by the 
cotton-aro~.'H~-r i!1 QueenslanCl has bee:rl the 
Jack of ·pr]ng rain;;:. 

\V e can just. as easily as they can in 
Egypt. our soils arc just as friable a:'d. 
~uitahle: bur we have not a rogular rain­
fall or the \vatPr supply that they have. It 
has been c a id that theY ha Ye cut out ratoon­
ing in Egyot. It is qtiite a different proposi­
tion th( -re where t-he\ have the "\Vater. Plant 
cotton is ~-he natur3.l "\vay of doing things, 
and probably we would be ad\'ocating it as 
strondv on this side of the House as are· 
the Go'vernment if we had the same condi­
tions as obtain in Egypt and .America. 
\Ve are only asking, and I understand tha!r 
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the Council of Agriculture has asked the 
same thinrr, that this matter of ratooning 
;Jhould be 

0

helC: up for a certain length of 
:time. I know that the Minister and ~he 
Government profess to take notice of the 
Council of Agriculture. Personally I do not 
think t'hat the Council of Agriculture is an 
authority, but, if it is permitted to bring 
in laws and practically supersede the Depart­
ment of Agriculture, it is right that its view 
·should be- heard. I do not consider that 
·only a few people are affected by this Bill. 
It will :df~c• the majority and not the 
minority. If I thought that there was the 
slightest danger of ratooning endangering 
the cotton industrY, I wonld range myself 
on the side of those who are attempting to 
abolish ratooning. I am a farmer and know 
something about farming. I know that 
cotton is a very hard thing to produce. 
There is a kt of labour conn0cted with it, 
and a lot of the profits go into the picking 
cxpen .. es. If it is not a better payable 
proposition than it was prior to the present 
boom, it will not give us the return we were 
led to expect. 

I do 11ot want to delay the debate, but I 
wish to s~y that I feel .-cry much concerned 
on this mo~tter. If the Government really 
bdieve tho..t ratooning is an ovil, I think they 
ought to show us something more than they 
have done in the way of evidence and quote 
greater authnrities than they have done. I 
do not think that it is the duty of this StatA 
to injure any single grower, but I think that, 
if this Bill is passed into law, we shall not be 
merely injuring a single grower-we shall be 
injuring the greater rnunber of growers and 
the whole industry. 

Mr. ED'WARDS (Nanango): I was rather 
astounded to hear the Minister say that no 
argument had been put forward that was 
really worth answoring. The arguments 
advanced a.re important for more reasons 
than one. I take it we are discussing n 
most important que;Jtion. It has not been 
definitely decided by any authority in 
Queensland who has had any practical know­
ledge of local conditions of ratooning that 
this branch of the industry is an evil. With 
all due respect to the experts who have been 
sent here from time to time at the instance 
·of the Government, I maintain that the 
conditions applying in the different countri~c'<l 
in the world make it difficult to decide the 
question as it affects Queensland. I know 
from persoaal experience-and hundreds of 
others who ha,ve come from Victoria have 
experienced the same thing-that growing 
on~~ product, say, ·wheat, in Victoria, is 
quite a different proposition to growing it 
in Queensland. If farmers attempted the 
same methods in Queensland that they 

·employed in Victori& they would "go broke." 
That proves beyond all question how very 

·careful we should be in this matter. I feel 
that the Minister would be well advised to 
·stay his hand on this occasion. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I do 
unt want to interrupt i,he hon. member, but 
I wonid lih to point out that the Bill has 
bHen under discussion for two dMs, and the 

hon. member is repe~ting argu­
[10.30 p.m.J ments that have been usod at 

i0ast a dozen times already, and 
I do not propose to allow tlw hon. member 
to do so. The hon. member mav be unfor­
tunate in not having spoken earlier in the 
.debate, but I do not propose to allow him 
to repea.t the arguments already advanced. 

1923--5 L 

Mr. EDvVARDS: The question of ratoon· 
ing cotton in Queensland. is a very important 
onB, n1ore particularly seeing that we have 
such great difficulty in getting a crop of plant 
cotton. Arguments ho,ve been used that this 
year should not be taken .:.s a criterion of 
what mav happen in future vcars, but I have 
had mally years' 0-x.perience in Queensl;~nd 
and I have seen many dry springs. In many 
years I can safely sa.y it would have been 
impossible to get a decent plant of cotton. 
Only last vcar. after the piant cotton had 
come a bovc the ground, hundred, 0f acres 
tilroug.11out Queensland \vcro corrtp1L-tely 
dc>stro:;·od by some grub. That proves how 
•:areful the Government should be before 
deRtroying u plant. that is in existence a.t 
tflc prosent time. 

Those who have a knowledge of the con· 
ditions j!! regard to gro1ving cotton on scrub 
lnnds must n·alise that it will cost up ro £1 
an acre to cut the cotton bush out after the 
cotton has been picked. I do not think any· 
nnc woulJ gTOIY cotton under those conditions 
on our scrub lauds in Queensland, and I 
know that the Bri;tish·Ali'traJian Cotton 
Growint: Association-{ give them credit fer 
what thev ha vc done--have laid thcm>elves 
out Oll every occasion to induce people 
to take up scrub land in Queensland for the 
rmrpm'" of growing cotton. It seems to me 
that. if ,, P do what we propose to do to· 
night-that is deny all the evidence of those 
men who have had practical experience on 
OL!r scrub la.nds. and toll the growers that 
thev will have to cut out the cotton bushes 
after the:; have picked the cotton-it will 
prevent the planting of cotton in scrub 
country altogoth••r. 

The growers in Central Queensland have 
.definitelY decided that, if the Gov0rnment 
will lea ~e them alone, they will not ask for 
a guarantee, and they are prepared to find 
their own market. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 
Mr. EDWARDS: When a body of men who 

have had years of practical experience in 
producing an article arc prepared to under­
take the finding of a m&rkct, an) Govern­
YJ1Pilt. unless the plant grown is a danger to 
the State, should allow those people to 
market that product. Then' is plenty of 
time, after we have established the industry, 
t'J decide whether ratoon cotton is injurious 
to the industry or not. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. :::-J Gillics, Eacham), in reply: I 
would not impose a speech on the House at 
this late hour were it not for the importance 
of the Bill. I realise that in this Bill we are 
making historv. I want to say that the 
speeches of the hon. member for Barcoo, the 
hon. member for Ipswich, the hon. member 
for Rockhampton, the hon. member for Rose­
wood. the hon. member for Oxley, the leader 
of the Opposition. and ·part of the speech of 
the hon. mrrr,bcr for Wynnum were in strik­
ino· contrast to those delivered by members 
otthe Countrv party. In brief, the criticism 
has centred on three subjects-the advocacy 
of ratoon cctton; the attack on the experts 
of the department; and the attack on t_he 
British-Australian Cgtton Growmg Associa­
tion which has been described as a monopoly. 
'The' word " foreign " has been applied to the 
Association by members of the Country party. 
I do not propose to reply to all the state­
ments which have been made, but I say that 
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they do not strike me as being effective critic­
ism at all. They come from those members 
of the Opposition who criticise the action of 
the Government in legislating in this direc­
tion ; they come in my opinion from men 
who are unable to rise to a high plane, or 
•vho have not sufficient vision to see the possi­
bilities of this great industry. They speak 
a,; small Queens! anders appealing to the 
selfishness, the cupidity, and the short­
sightedness of a small section of the people 
who deoire that ratoon cotton shall be grown 
at all costs. 

Mr. EDWARDS: That will apply to the 
Council of Agriculture too. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'I'l:JRE: 
:\'o: but it applies to tho hon. member who 
has just rewmed his seat. 

Mr. EbwARDS: And to the hon. gentleman 
w·ho is speaking. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I would like to summarise the points made 
by the hon. member for Oxley, who I think 
reached a very high standard to-night in his 
outlook with regard to this important indus­
try. He realised, as members of the Govern­
ment realise, the possibilities, and he is able 
to look ahead and to see that a narrow out­
look now may injure or prevent the growth 
of a great industry with great possibilities 
not only to the State of Queensland het to 
the Empire. At present the Empire wants 
cotton and other raw material. and those 
p€"ple who talk about their patriotism can 
~how it now by endeavouring to place an 
industry on a sound footing which will not 
only do a lot for Queensland in the way of 
attracting immigrants here to make perma~ 
nent homes for themseiYes. but assist the 
Empire, which is in need of raw material. 
The position in America to-day is due to the 
mistakes made by the early politicians there. 
because it is twenty-five years since the boil 
weeYil came over the Mexican border into 
America, and to-day it is destroying more 
than ono-third of the total crop, and hrcs 
paoo"d over 90 per cent. of the total growing 
area. Tt is due to the failure of adequate 
action being taken that the boil wee>il has 
destroyed more than one-third of t':!e crcJp 
to-day. I should be very sorry. as I said in 
my SE'oond-rE>itding speech, to nay so much 
attention and give so much of my time to 
establish this important industry, and advise 
the Government to expend a large sum of 
monev in subsidisin[\' it, if in the course of a 
few short years, when the price may have 
slumped, Queensland had not embraced the 
opportunity and placed the industry on a 
sound and lasting footing. I should be very 
sorry, indeed, to be a member of a Govern­
ment which made that mistake. Now is the 
time to start right and e'tablish our reputa­
tion. 

I would like to emnhasise and endo•·se 
the points of the hon.- member fm Oxley, 
which in brief sum up the whole position. 
It is not a question whether Australia may 
be different to all other countries-prob­
ablv it is different to all other countries. 
and ratoong may possibly be grown and 
wc may p·roduce a different article to what 
i-: produced in other parts of the world. 
'I'he hon. member for Oxley said to-night 
-and it is endm·sed by Mr. Crompton 
Wood-that the British Empire spinners are 
the most conservative manufacturers in the 
world. Mr. Crompton Wood said that not 
only would they refuse to take ratoon cotton 
from Queemland, but that, if they thought 
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there was a small percentage of ratoon 
cotton in the bales, they would refuse to take 
any of the cotton. Those are the persons 
who are askin15 us to supply a good article. 
I .admit that t.nere is a big demand for low­
g-rade cotton. If our growers in Queensland 
are preparec: to grow cotton for 2d. or 2~d. 
per lb., let them grow ratoon cotton, but if 
they want. more than 2~d. per lb. they are 
not going to grow ratoon cotton unless the· 
attitude of the people who buy that cotton 
chang·es. If we can change that attitude, 
well and good. To sum up the position, the 
hon. member for Oxlev said-

Mr. MoRGAN: Great minds think alike~ 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

He said, first, that Great Britain was con­
'enativc. Secondly, he said we must take 
notice of what the spinners or the buyers of 
cotton want. I do not think there is any 
getting away from that. If two parties 
make a bargain and the buyers say they 
want plant cotton-it does not matter if all 
the evidence in the world com·inces the 
Government or Queensland that ratoon 
cotton is the better-they should haYe pla.nt 
cotton. It has been pointed out that the 
spinners are agreed that ratoon cotton h·as 
been a failure, not because the staple is 
short but because it is not even. and f01· 
mallv other reasons which it is not necessary 
to r'epcat. Thirdly, the hon. member for 
Oxley said that the Government must take 
no•ice of the experts. \Vhat is the good of 
the Government going to England and 
America and asking for the bPst ad.-ice they 
can get from men with lifelong experience, 
bringing them here and putting them in 
charge, if they are not going to be guided 
by their advice? Are we to be guided by 
old-timers like Mr. Dan. J ones, who does not 
know anything about modern cotton-spinning. 
He is not an expert any more than I am an 
expert. I havP said aiready that he has 
done a great doal in bringing before the 
people of Queensland the possibilities of 
cotton-growing; but, if he is going to make 
a nuisance of himself by trying to induce 
the people of Queensland to ruin the 
industry now that we have established it, he 
will lose the good name he has won. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: He is a supportm· 
of the Labour pa.rty. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'GLT'GRE: 
He may be. He certainly told me that, if 
the Labour party had been in power ten years 
ago, the cotton industry would have been on 
a sound footing to-day. He said that we wera 
the only party which had a policy in regard 
to cotton. That is on record. He may be a 
supporter of the Labour party for all I 
know. Anyhow, I am not concerned about 
that. I say that, if Mr. Dan. Jones advises 
the people of Queensland to grow ratoon cot­
ton against the best advice we can procure, 
he is doing a disservice to Queensland, and 
the good work he has done in placing the 
nPcessity for cotton-growing before the people 
of the State will be largely discounted if 
he continues to ad.-ise the Countrv nartv to 
support ratoon cotton, as he hHs been doing 
for the purposes of their speeches. 

Briefly, the Country party say we should 
wait awhile. Why should we? \Vhy should 
we not get the best? Wh,.· should we not 
profit by the mistakes of the past with refer­
ence to meat, with reference to fruit, and 
with ref<'ronce to our butter in the early days 
-the mistHkes made bv Aust·ralia with refer­
ence to almost everything she has had to 
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export, the mistakes that Mr. ::Massey, the 
Prime Minister of ~ew Zealand, had to 
rectify the other day by passing two drastic 
Acts, the one dealing with the export of 
any meat and the other with the export of 
any lout~er '? It i~ easy to say that ratoon 
cotton will be all nght, and after the damage 
was done we might want to hide behind 
somebody else and sa1.- it was not our fault. 
~ow is the time when we have to act and 
take no risks. Why should we not accept 
the advice of Mr. Wells and Colonel Evans 
-men who have been employed by the 
Government, the one at a large salary and 
the other one paid by the British Empire 
Cotton Corporatwn, and sent out here with 
absolutely no axe to grind? These men have 
l'eputations to lose, and it is unfair for any 
member of Parliament to take advantage of 
hio position and say that they are not 
absolutely honest and capable of advising 
the Government. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is not a question of 
honesty, and you know it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. m:mber must know that they are 
able to ':dvise, and he must question their 
honesty If he says they do Hot advise to 
the best of their abilitv. I want to mako 
some -reference to a s"tatemcnt which has 
appeared in the Brisbane " Courier" on this 
question .. The Press. generally has risen. to 
the occasiOn. Certamly anonymous letters 
have appeared in the papers and from honest 
write;s over their names,' advocating the 
growmg of ratoon cotton but leaders haYe 
appea.red in many pap_e'rs and, generally 
speakmg, the Press has nsen to the occasion. 
It would be as well to quote the following 
leaderette which appeared in the " Courier" 
of 12th instant-

" It is unfortunate that some members 
of the Opposition, in the debate on the 
second reading of the Cotton Bill shouLd 
be speaking of the British-Au'stralian 
Cotton Association as a monopoly, be· 
cause, by some curious evolution, that 
word seems ~e have gathered around 
Itself an unJustifiably sini'&ter 1signifi­
cancc.. The Association is a monopoly; 
but, hke ma:>y more of the kind, it is 
one. from whwh the general public may 
denve grea~ benefit.s. The company has 
~ very limited perwd to run, yet it is 
mvestmg a great deal of capital in 
Que~nsland without any certainty of 
makmg much money, or even securing a 
reasonably good return. When it comes 
along and starts an industry in a way 
that onlY a powerful company could do 
it is hailed as a benefactor· but as soo,;, 
as it _has spent its money a,;,d has placed 
the mdustry on a sound basis it is 
sn'.'ered a~ as a monopoly. That is 
neither fall' nor common sense. In this 
particul_ar ins~nce the company cannot 
benefit Itself Without conferring a benefit 
on the farmers and on the State· and 
without it there would be no ~otton 
industry here at all. A good case as 
w<; mentioned in an article on Tuesday, 
might be made out for permitting 
farmers to retain ratoon crops for this 
vear, because there is a danger that 
the ,,,nnual cotton crop might not he 
planted owing to the dry weather. There 
is certainly no cause however for 
adverse criticism of the compan~. It 
has said from the beginning that it will 
not take ratoon cotton, and so it is the 

plain duty of the farmers to supply what 
th~ COJ:!lpany wants, and not 'Yhat they 
thmk It ought to take. It IS a pity 
for Queensland that we have not a few 
more useful pioneering monopolies of the 
kind.'' 

I think we can all endorse that article. 
A statement was made by an hon. mem­
ber opposite this afternoon that we should 
encourage co-operation. He knows as well 
as I do, and the farmers know likewise, 
that there is an Act on the statute-book 
of Queensland which enables the farmer if 
he so desires, to establish a co-operative 
gmnery on finding one-third of the money, 
but they did not do so because they realised 
that the ginning of cotton required expert 
advice, and the GoYernment had no alterna­
tiye but to make an agreement with the 
Association, and that agreement has been of 
di2tinct advantage to the people of Queens­
land, to the growers, and to the Association, 
which has spent £250,000 and has not made 
any profit at all. 

:\1r. MORGA;;;: The Government established 
sugar-mills-why not cotton ginneries? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT'CRE: 
There has been no one in this Chamber more 
hostile to State enterprises than the hon. 
member for Murilla. If this Association 
had been like the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company and the millers who had exploited 
the farmers in the past, there would be 
some justification for complaining that the 
Government had handed the farmers over to­
a monopoly. The agreement terminates in 
1926, and the farmers have to get busy and 
erect co-operative ginneries. The farmers 
are offerPd 49,000 shares in this company, 
ls. on application, ls. on allotment, and ls. 
per month for eighteen months, if required. 
It is true that 345,000 shares have been sold, 
mostly in Australia, up to the present, 
and there is no reason why the ordinary 
ehares should not be bought by the farmers. 
The Association has spent £250,000 in 
Queensland in establishing up-to-date gin­
neries and oil mills. It also proposes 
spending another £150,000 in this State. 
\Vhy should it be sneered at and termed a 
foreign company by men who believe in 
privatB enterprise? What alternative had 
the Government than to accept the Asso­
ciation's offer. 

\Vas it not favourable to the growers of 
Queensland? Would anyone say, after hav­
mg read the agreement that I have tabled: 
in this House and after having read the· 
correspondence leading up to it, that the 
Government did not make a good deal on 
behalf of the people of Queensland? 

I am not going to deal with all the ridicul­
ous statements made by the hon. member for 
Burnett, who evidently spoke for the Country 
party, but there are one or two statement& 
that I do wish to reply to. I wish to quote 
Colonel E'vans's reply to the statements made 
by the hon. member regarding the habit and 
growth of ratoon cotton. Colonel Evans 
says-

" IV i th regard to his statements about 
the habit and growth of ratoon cotton: 
The fact is that when the first rains come 
the plant suckers from the base of the 
stem and produces a large number of 
small fruiting branches, and very often 
bears a heavy crop of small boils ; but 
the tendency is for the plant to pro­
duce more boils than it can bring to 
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maturity, both from the point of the 
availabl<e plant food and also from that 
.Qf the ava-ilable moisture during dry 
spell>,. The conseq'-';ence is that the 
ratoon cotton contains a large per­
centage of short and badly developed 
:fibre,, which =use it to be wasty, this 
being due to the fact that a number of 
short :fibres pull out a-nd cannot be spun, 
with the result that there is a great deal 
of waste in the mill. If properly picked, 
ratoon cotton is very often difficult to 
distinguish from annual cotton on the 
grade alone, and the final test of its 
quality must remain with the spinner." 

Hon. members of the Opposition said that 
the final to't of these so-called experts was 
their not being able to tell ratoon from 
annual cotton. I am not concerned about 
that. Th<tt does not affect the question at 
all. Who arc the exports referred to? I 
explained by interjection that until a fort­
night ago there was no man in Australia 
or Queenslc~nd who could claim to be an 
expert roUon grader. Severa.l members of 
the British Cotton Growing Association who 
have been in the State to a.dvise the, farmers 
what to grow have been cited as cotton 
experts, just as Mr. Jonos has been cited as 
an expert. I deny that thoy are experts. 
The onlv men "'cognised as experts are those 
who hav•c been appointe<l by the Government 
to advise them. There is nothing in all 
this talk about th~se so-called experts going 
about the shows to judge cotton. They wer0 
not cxperL,, although they porforme~ their 
duties honestlv, and we are not gomg to 
accept their statements as to certain cotton 
being of good ginning quality or not. We 
have to occept the statements of our experts. 
Colonel Evans further states-

" Mr. Corser eulogises the ratooo 
cotton as grown in Queensland and says 
that it is superior in staple to cotton 
grown in America. Ho also states ih.at 
everyt:.vdy knows that the 1922 crop was 
largely ratoon cotton and that it was on 
that erop that we have made the name 
we have to-day. 

" The first spinners' reports on our 1922 
crop are now coming to light and are 
not so satisfactory on the whole as we 
should have hoped for. There is a cer­
tain amount of complaint about the 
quality of our cotton. and it has been 
privately stated that some spinners who 
bought lest year's cotton do not want 
this season's cotton.'' 

That is duo, as several speakers asserted. 
to the fad that ratoon cotton had been 
sent in as annual cotton. Mr. Parker and 
Mr. Crompton Wood said that, if any ratoon 
cotton was sent to the old country, it was 
good-bye to the cotton industry. Colonel 
Evans further states-

" It is necessary to counteract this 
sort of thing if we are going to mainhin 
our reputation for quality; and if it is 
a fact. as Mr. Corser states, that the 
1922 erop contained a large mixture of 
ra.toon, this will account for some of the 
disappointing reports that we are receiv­
ing from the spinners on that crop. His 
remark that the Queensland staple is 
superior t.o the staple of cotton which is 
grown in America is somewhat sweeping, 
as so m·a.ny different qualities of cott.on 
are produced in the States over an acre­
age 0f 36,000,000." 

Yet the hon. member for Burnett gets up 
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in this f]hamber and tells us that the staple 
of Queensiand cotton is superior to that 
v·hioh is grown in America. Colonel Evans 
goes on to say-

" In reply to Mr. Corser's remarks on 
the ;ubject of kapok, it may be stated 
that tl:ere is little probability of ratoon 
cotton ever replacing kapok. Kapok is 
used in Australia for mattress making 
and for stuffing furniture. In the United 
States of America this is replaced largely 
by !inters, which are sold at from 2~d. 
to Sd. pPr lb. of lint." 

This would €nsure about 1d. to 1~d. per lb 
to the grower for ratoon cotton in the seed-

" It is a by-product of cotton seed oil 
manufacture. It is anticipated that as 
soon as our oil mills are in operation 
there 'vil~ be ample !inters available for 
this pu1pose and tho need for importing 
largo quantities of kapok will therefore 
no long-or be necessary." 

That disposes of tho wonderful discovery 
made bv the hon. member for Burnett. 
'\Vh•m one st«temont of a responsible member 
of Parliame,nt i, discounted, the whole of 
them can he discounted. In regard to anotheF 
statement of the hon. member for Burnett, I 
want to appeal to the practical men in this 
Chamber, like myself, who haYe had some­
thing to do with clearing scrub. The hon. 
member £or Burnett submitted two tables. 
and I want to show in that connection how 
ho attempted to mislead the House. The 
first table in ·regard to the annual crop on 
new scrub land of a 10-acre block that he 
gave was~ 

£ s. d. 
"Falling scrub at £1 15s. 

per acre 17 10 0 
Staeking and burning tim-

bHr at 15s. per acre 7 10 0 
Plaiu w1re 1 16 0 
Wire 13 19 0 
Ereci.ion of fence 1 19 0 
Cotton seed 0 6 3 
Planting, four days at 13s. 

tJer day 2 12 0 
Thinning cotton, six days at 

13s. per day ... 3 18 0 
Hand chipping, forty days 

at 13s. per day 26 0 0 

£75 10 3" 

I am quite prepared to give him in the item 
of 6s. 3d. for cotton seed, although it wao 
supplied free, but that does not concern the 
hon. member very much. He then stated 
that the cost of cultivation for the ratoon 
crop was-

£ s. d. 
" Destroying previous year's 

bushes, twelve days at 
13s. per day .. . 7 16 0 

Firet chipping, thirty days 
n,t 13s. per day 19 10 0 

Second chipping, twenty 
days at 13s. per day 13 0 0 

£40 6 0" 

This compares with £75 10c. 3d. for the 
gi'Ow th of the first crop. I am satisfied 1.hat 
hon. members who know eomething about 
clearing scrub understand what I am trying 
t'} point out. The hon. member for Burnett 
was so unfair as not to point out th<~t the 
ratoon crop should have borne its propor­
tion of falling the scrub, fencing, and burn­
ing-the permanent imp~ovements. I have 
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worked it out and the figures show that the 
plant crop would have cost £54 3s. 5d., 
whereas the ratoon crop would have cost 
£61 13s. 

In order to arrin' at the co>ts I have 
charged half the cost of fer.cin;r, half the 
cost of burning off, and half the cost of 
falling the scmb to the ratoon crop. \Vill 
ar.y hon. member in this Chamber "'Y that 
tl:at is not a fair thing? 

J\Ir. l\iORGA:c;: Yc>o. It nnght to be spread 
over a term of twenty yea.rs. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If that were done vou wonid arrive at the 
S'lmo basis. vYas it 'a fair thing for the hon. 
rr.cmbN for Bm·nett to try to misle~td this 
Chamber? The cledring- nnd fencing are 
lw.ting imprm·mnents. The scrub would not 
grow up again for some considerable time. 
and the fence would not have to be renewed 
foJ· another twcntv ,-cars. Yet the hon. mem­
ber. in order to b~lste" up the very poor case 
that he put forward, omitted to add that pro­
porti<m of the cost to. th0 ratoon crop. I am 
not going to delay the Chamber any further 
with reg-ard to the statement,, of the hon. 
member -for Bm·nett. 

I now want to make a brief refercnc' to 
the mistakes we have made in the paot with 
rt•gnrd to exporting produce from Austmlia 
without proper classific11tion. Our success in 
wool is largely du.c i:o the fad-we could not 
very well help ourselves-that ,,he mfljor 
portion of our Queensland sheop are merino. 
The comparison with other countries shows-

Australia, 84.23 per cent. merino; 
Argentine, 98.3 per cent. cross-bred; 
New Zealand, 98.1 per cent. cross-bred; 
Grent Britain-practically all cross-bred; 

which shows the greater proportion in other 
countries to bP cross-bred, while in Austra\i01 
we ha.ve mostly merino. which acconnts 
largely for our Success in wool. 

Some hon. members have urged that we 
should have cotton •bu:;·c·rs .-isiting Australia 
!.lie same as do the wool buYers. I h lVG men­
tioned in my speeches several times that we 
look forward to the time whc•n cotton buvers 
will come here and buy our cotton just as 
wool buyers come and buy our wool. But 
that will not be brought about until we have 
as good a reputation for our cotton as we 
r.ov1-~ have for onr \'\~ool, in which we are 
producing the very best article and produc­
ing a sufficient quantity. 

HONO"CRABLE l\1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRET ) .. RY FOR AGRICL'LT CRE: 
The main factors in valuing \VOOL3 are--the 
.v ield, the c-pinning quali t:, and the length 
of staple. 

\Yith regard to other products, I should 
like to mention the report of Mr. Ward, 
our Fruit Expert from Tas:J:lania. who 
mentioned that Tasmania and New Zea­
land suffered vcrv considcntblv from the 
lack of grading- displayed in exioorting- such 
pmducts as apples. Thev did not send their 
best article, and, through the carelessness 
Gf those concerned, lost a great amount of 
business. The expor1·s onh· caused people 
on the other side io believe that our products 
could not be relied upon. This wa~ so also .in 
regard to the shipment of a r;uantity of Aus­
tralian wheat, which was badiy infested with 
\V!?-evi1s. 

Mr. MOHGAX: \Vas that some that the 
Queensland Government sent over? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE: 
With regard to the meat market, I think the· 
hon. member who just interjected knows 
something about the question. I am con­
fident that he will ag-ree with me :hat, the 
time has anivcd when Australia-and I 
urged this jn his prf'"·Cnce Dt the meat 
conference in :'\[clbourne when I urged lVIr 
Rodgere, the Federal :VIinister for Trade· 
and Custon1:--. to establish a n1eat pool on the 
lines set on( bv :\" cw Zcaland-shoulcl enconr­
~ttre its meat IJ~'oducPrs to send only tbc~ir \cry 
!J,:,t products to Great Britain. That " 
'-\hv Argentina. has beaten us. That country 
achieved a good reputation by producing and 
exporting the Yen· best me~t. 

Then we come to copper. 'I'he best copper is 
electrolytic copper, then best selected copper, 
standard copper. and blist"r copper. When 
''"' come to deal with butter the same thmg 
a]cplies. T:'.n ,-cctrs Queensland butter had " 
bad nan1c, anJ 1t wAs only boca.usr• we pass8d 
leo·isl~;tlon and because the factories \Yoke up 
ton the fact that. thev must produce the very 
hest article that we· got a reputation. Den­
rna.rk. 1Jccaus0 l1Pr fa.rrners were educated, 
and because they WPre progressive, has a 
name for her butter that is worldwide, and 
Dan~sh butter can alwavs command a higher 
price than Anstra.lian butter.. :'\ew Zealand 
butter even can command a higher pncc than 
Australian butter. These are lessons that we 
should take to hPart. When we ar-e establish­
ing- a new industrY we should start wel!, and 
•ve shculd legislate in order to put this mdus­
try on a sound footing-. I could jl"O on 
quoting- othu industries, but Mr. A!fstm, the 
Commissim10r for Trade. has furmshed me 
"-ith a YCrv important statement to-day hich 

· I would like permission to have 
[11 p.m.] printed in " I-Ia:1sard" as it. is 

of such great Importance With 
reo·ar<l to fruit and other things in Queens­
la~d that are exported, and the ach-ice given 
bv the an·ents an-d the Agent-Genu-a] in 
L·~)ndon. n 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the statement be printed in 
"Hansanl'" ·without havinp; been read. 

HOXOURABLE ME>IBEHS: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC"CLTURE: 

The statement reads--
" The prosperity of this State is so 

larp:ely dependent upon its export trade 
1 hat the manner in which tlus trade rs 
handled is a matter of vital conc0rn to 
t h1s GoYernment. 

""Cn'ortunateh- to-dav O\\ mg to 
m.·thod~ ,-hich c~n almost' be descnbed 
as 'crin1inal,' son1c of our products have 
putctically no standing in the world's 
markets, by reason of the fact that, not­
withstanding the repeated requests from 
the poop I e who buy our goods to send 
home onh- a certain standard of article­
,-iz., the ·h-st-and have shown us what 
that standard should be, traders have 
continued to send home goods which are 
inferior in quality, in size, and in get-up. 
to that demanded by the export market. 

" I submit. that no other word but 
' criminal ' can be applied to the action 
of any pe-rson or persons \vho, know~ngly­
i.e., after having been fully appnsed of 
the position-exports goods which are not 
;n accordance with those requirements, 
and t,hereby injures for years to come, 
if not altogeth0r, an industry which can 
bring prosperity to so many of our 
settlers. 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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'· In the meat and fruit industries. we 
are suffering to-day from action such as 
I have set out. and undoubted evidenc<> 
is available to prove that both of these 
great industries have suffered terriblv 
as a result thereof. · 

" Our export values of both meat and 
fruit would be far higher to-dav had the 
representatives of these industries seen 
to it that the article which was asked for 
and required during the past five years. 
say, had been sent. and not the inferior 
class of goods which went forward. 

" Whilst to-day. in these industries, 
eyery cffo~t is being ma.de to export the 
ng·ht quality goods. and it can be stated 
that there has been a considerable 
improvement in this regard, the fact 
remains that, through the bad reputa­
tion these goods ha. ve earned on the over­
sea market in the past. difficultv is even 
now being experienced in overco.mino- the 
prejudice against our goods. 

0 

"Take, for instance, canned fruit-Ko 
oversea buyer will now make a firm pur­
cha:;n, the1r. only method of. handling the 
b11smess bemg on a cons1gnment basis, 
wherein they take no risks. · 

" Surely the remarks of the Hon. the 
Minister for Trade and Customs at the 
formation of the Australian Meat Council 
~an _be applied to the position now exist: 
mg m so far as the cotton industrv in this 
StatP is concerned. -

" In addressing the representatives 
present at the conf<>renee, Mr. Rodgers 
stated-

Thi:::; conferen('c_• ha-; be0n ronYPned in 
order that you. with your experience 
and knmdedge of the nwat industn. 
mav assist the Government in their 
ear~1est d_esire to organise it upon 
natwnal hnes-tha t 1s to say, in such 
a way as to preYent the special interests 
of any section of it beino- O"iven undue 
consideration as compa~ed wi~h the 
ir,terosts of the who!:•. 

Unless the Government is backed up 
by the industry, and consequently the 
mdustry 1s supported bv the Govern­
ment, it cannot be established on the 
basis of a great national organisation, 
and thus be enabled to succosfullv com-
pete in the world's markets. ' 

Xow is the opportunity for you tcl 

help your Government to place th"e meat 
!ndustry. of this countr:y upon an orga~:­
Jsed bas1s frorr, a natwnal standpoint. 

. "Far ab'?ve. t!"e interests of any indi-
ndmd or mdJvJduals there is involved 
l!l th1s cotton industry the national aspect. 
rtnd the Qu-eensland Government would 
J:le failing in its duty if it allowed the 
n~dustry to be established on an unsound 
foundation." 

With regard to the statement that ratoon 
cotton is just a' good as annual cotton, a 
statement has been attribut0d to Mr. Dan 
Jo_nes in the> "Courier' of 13th J anuarv of 
th1s year. I do not know whether the state­
ment wns made by ::VIr. Jones, but it is 
headed "Mr. Jones's Views." It is a tele­
gram from Rockhampton, and concludes with 
these words-

" :Mr. Jones also stated that Bond 
Limited, who had 700 acres under cotton 
cat Archer and JYiarloorough, intended to 
purchase 3 tons of ratoon cotton at a 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

g·uaranteed price of 5~d. per lb. This 
"·ould b~ sent awav for treatment. and 1f 
the result was satisfactorY the firm in 
future would lmv all the, ratoon cotton 
grown, which would be treated at its 
Sydnt~y \Yorks." 

Bond and Co .. of Sydney, are the only cotton 
spinners -tt present in Australia. They have 
established larg,e works in Sydney, costing a 
quart0r of a tnillion. They are progressive 
people. and that statement was made about 
them hv Mr. Dan Jones. I want to show 
how re'!'iable ::VIr. Dan J ones's statements are 
v·hen h~ get' out of hio depth. I referred 
this matter to the British-Australian Cotton 
AS>ociation, and in a letter they say-they do 
not nJention :VIr. Jone.:;'s nan1e, but I haYP 
lt.:> doubt that it is his statement that is 
refe:!TPd to--

" On 13th J anuarv last a statement was 
published in the Brisbane Press to the 
effect that ::\Iessrs. G. A. Bond and Co. 
were nrepared to pav the then guaranteed 
price 0£ 5~d. per lb. for 3 tons of ratoon 
cotton, conveying the idea to the general 
public that in their opinion ratoon was 
equal in value to annual cotton. As our 
expert' were of opinion there was a 
marked difference in the value of the 
two cottons. we telegraphed Messrs. Bond 
and Co,. asking if the statement a~ pu):l­
lished was correct, and they replied m 
the affirmatiYe with the exception that 
they were prepared to take 3.000 lb. 
instead of 3 tons. After the cotton had 
been g-irmed samples of ' A ' and ' B ' 
u:rac1es- of annual cotton were. at Messrs. 
Bor:d oni! Co.'s request. submitted to 
them with a view to their purchasing 
their n'quirements for their spinning 
mills. The samples were c.pproved of by 
their expert. and an qr·der was placed by 
theln for 580 bales at Liverpool rates, less 
ld. pnr lb. as confirmed by your dep_art­
nlent. and the price of the hrst consign­
ment will be approximately ls. 4d. per 
lb." 

Equal to ls. 6d. per lb. at Liverpool. 
Th0 SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle­

man has exhausted the time allowe-d him by 
the Standing Orders. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKI:i 
(Hon. \Y. Forgan Smith. Jiackay): I move­

" 'I'hat the Secrctarv for Agriculture 
be a-ranted an extm1sion of time to 
enable him to finish his speech." 

1\Ir, MORGAX: This is not a second reading 
speech . 

'The SPEAKER: am afraid that the 
motion is not in order. The Minister 
,,-ill han' an opportunity of replying in Com­
mittee. 

Th,, SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If anyone ohjeds, I wiil not continue my 
remarks. but I will finish in about five 
Ininntes. 

_:Yir. MoRGAX: ~Vc 1? not object. We will 
give you a. fa1r go. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I want to complete this important state­
lnf'nt-

" A sample of ratoon cotton was then 
submitted to ::'.Iessrs. Bond and Co., 
which their expert valued at lOd. per lb." 

That is what I want to emphasise. They 
naid ls. 4d. per lb. for the annual cotton. 
but. notwithstanding :Ylr. Daniel Jones's 
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'BbtemPnt, which was broadcast all over 
Australia, that they were prepared to pay 
'S~d. in the seed for ratoon cotton, this firm 
conld only offer lOd. per lb. for the ratoon 
cotton sent. Thus it is seen that the onlv 
spinner in Australia values-when it come's 
to the real test-ratoon cotton at 6d. per lb. 
less than annual cotton. That should satisfy 

.. o.nv advocate of ratoons. So much for a state­
ment of that kind! The hon. member for 
Burnett was very indignant the other night 
when I stated that I could produce a state­
ment in the Press to the effect that Mr. 
HughPs. the then Prime Minister, had indi­
cated at Rockhampton during the Federal 
<eleetions that his Government were prepared, 
if certain statements made by the growers 
were true, to make up the price of 3d. per lb. 
paid by this Government for ratoons and the 
5~d. I will give the newspaper reports in 
support of my statements. On 12th Decem­
.b€r. 1922. the Brisbane "Telegraph" had the 
following:-

"RATOON COTTON. 

" GUARANTEE ::\IAY BE PAID. 

" By Fed<:>ral Government. 
" Rockhampton, December 11. 

":\h. J. W. Nuttall. chairman of tlw 
X ational Democratic Council, has receivf'd 
an intimation from Mr. Hughes respect­
ing the exclusion of ratoon cotton­
grow<:>rs from the guarantee. Mr. Hughes 
had previously said that if inquiries 
showed that the representations were cor­
rect he \YOUid recommend the Federal 
'Government to pay the full subsidy on 
this year's ratoon ~otton. 

·' ::\Ir. Goode was commissioned to 
inve,tigate. and ::\lr. Kuttall has now 
been advised that :\fr. Hughes has 
rcque,ted Mr. Crawford Vaughan to give 
'pecific findings as early as possible." 

The '·Brisbane Courier" of the same date 
01mplifies that, and makes it quite clear what 
Mr. Hughcs had in mind. It stated-

" RATOON COTTON. 

"GUARANTEE QUESTIOK. 

" Federal Inquiries. 

" Rockhampton, December 11. 
" lt will be •remembered that advice 

was received from the Prime Minister 
that he would cause inquiries to be mado 
at once regarding the correctness of the 
representations made to him on behalf 
of the farmers who followed the advice 
of the State Government, and allowed 
thei1· !•1st year's cotton to ratoon, and 
in respect of which the State Govern­
ment intimated that the subsidy was 
withdrawn. Tho message also stated that 
if the report supported the representa­
tions he would recommend to the Federal 
Gov<'rnment the na vment of the full snb­
sid, for this vear's ratoon cotton. The 
mu'nager of the Rockhampton branch of 
tl1e ~-'l.ustralian Cotton Growers' Associa­
tion (Mr C. Goode) was commissioned to 
·conduct the investigation, and further 
reprcscntatwns were then made to ensure 
that this would be along the lines of the 
pomts raised, and which already have 
appeared in the ' Courier.' The pre­
sident of the National Democratic party 
of Central Queensland (Mr. J. W. 
Kuttall) now has received advice from 
Mr. Hughes that he has requested Mr. 
Crawford Vaughan to ask the repre­
sentative to give a specific finding along 

th<·se lincq at the ca·rliest possible 
mornent. Furthermore, Mr. Hughes 
points out that the Commonwealth is 
pledged to pay it' quota of any payment 
made hy the State Government for 
ra to on cotton." 

Mr. CoR~ER: Has he gone back on any­
thing he said? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That is for the cotton-growers of the Central 
district to sav. I have not heard that thf' 
cotton-grower; got 5~d. per lb. fm- ratoon 
cotton, and I venture to say that, if they had 
received 5~d., the supporten; of the late 
Prime Minister in this House would have 
told the public all about it. I am not going 
to say any more, but will conclude by stating 
tlmt the GO\ ernment a,re going right on 
v;ith their policy of doing the statnsmanlike 
and the right thing with regard to this 
industry. As recommended by the leadm: of 
the Opposition and the hon. member for 
Uxley, we are quite unanimous about it, and 
are doing the right thing. It may appe'ar 
ch~:.:l stir and may injure a few growers. . I 
have sympathy with those grower~ who will 
wffer by the legislation which we 11re pass­
ing, but legislation, if it is worth anything 
ut all, cannot he any good to the country 
without somebody suffering inconvenience. 
The GoYornn1ent are going right on \vith 
their policy of protecting and fosteriug the 
cotton industry. (Hear, hear!) 

Question-That the Bill be no\\· read a 
second time-put and passed. 

The consideration of the Bill in Committee 
\\'as made au Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The Home adjourned at 11.11 p.m. 




