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FRiDAY, 5 OCTOBER, 1923. 

The SPEAKER {H •m. \\' Bertram. Jl race) 
1L~· eh 1ir ttt 3.3~ p.!!l. 

QL..ESTIO::\S. 

FI~T T"POSEil o" c·un.ER 1" I""ER~Ll" 
IPRlG\TJO" .\Ru. 

~Ir. ~~\Y_\)~:\E (JfiJ'rll'i\ n--klrl 1l10 Sc•crC'­
ta~:~- £or Pul1:ic L:.tud,.;:~ 

'· 1. \YLat IY-<1~ thr- ~illlflUlll of ilH~ ftn0 

itnp1·-·cd np()lJ a L1:-nH J' 1lw Inkcrn1a11 
a!'( 1 t~J ill rPph· to nn~ 

ion 25th ;:.:.pptumLl ') fl'l'. a brearh 
:·I'C·tii,Jl ~5 of tJ1.r~' Hlg-ht-; ln \Yaier and 

\YnH•r Cl''>.-cn-ntion lllJ~d -Ctili: ·ltion Act~. 
l9j c lo 1915: 

'· 2. \Ya­
l·:·mittcd n:· 

nf 1-[~p fin_r' ~nh-..f'(}l1C'11tl7 
to b1m? 

"3. If lhP Con~wil of _\r-!:rlrnhurc a;;:.k 
1ha~ tlH' tnta1 ~litlnunt ('f the fine hP 
rc,fnurlPcl to Il-iu1. ,,-111 ihc J'l'C}lH ~t be 
cml1p1icd - itJ1? 

"4. \\~Lat \Yn.;;:; 1110 prrri:;-r- nature· nf 
1hr> offC>llCC' for -,-,-hirh hP IY<l~ pttrli::..hrd 'I') 

Tli" SECHET \ T:Y FOR Pf'BLTC L.\::\DS 
·J-Ton. \Y. ::.\lcCornlDC'k. ('uinud repEed-

'· Thi::;. infornla1 ion l1ns alrPach~ be .'11 
:cnnplied. Tho hrm. n;0ndH•r ha:" tlherl(h· 
a-.kr··cl. 1111~ qnt-;;;.tion. J-T,, IYill fln<l thP 
<JH:'Wf'r 1n "\-.-otr·~ and P1·ocef'ding~.'" 

'\Ir. S\\.\Y"r·:: I nH cj cPrtainlv did not a'k 
thi~ qpr:;:1 ion lx·forP. In thP l)rc-,-iou~ que":;. 
tinn th0r0 -,yas no reft•n•ncc to this case 

[Mr. HirU'an. 

D. 
_i._ l<, 

~Ir. ElY\Y~\HD;:.:. (.\Tunilft(l'' 

~(·cn·tnr~: 1"<Jr ~\ii1w:3~-

·•1 \YLn quanti1.~­
cluu•t1 <H t}w Star' 
la-..~ fillHllcial )·par·; 

.; 2. \Yh.at quanrity H. a;;; \''J 
(1;) s-~ld for prickh--;H'at· 
~old within tlw S- 1 ;t! <' for odw~· 

\Y<l,.; t]H' ~t\"('l"~lgl' pl'il"L' 

\\'!L~ pro~ 

dnrjng 

•· 3. \Yha1 qnn11tity of <ll":-t'l"Ljc j ... at 
pre::-Pl!t on hand.·: 

'· 4. Of 1hi'-'. \\"hat qnan1 
fo~· s-1l· for ptnp(),..('-.:. of 
prickl:v-pr•ar. n11d n1 \~·hat pncL· _ 

.; 5. Cctn al""nir· Le tnH·cha"f J at ~1u~ 
~ ;nw prir( fer rhc pnrpu,.;c, of rlp--trnction 
of nndt·rgT(V,Yth nnd noxiou.;. pinnt~ nthf'.i' 
ih1n pi·lckly-pt>ar-(tt) hy local authort· 
tiP': (l;i In· i•:cliYicluols ·: 

"6. >.Yhn' " " tl1c rc»'on ftJr lhC' delav 
in 1lw fiu:-di~in[t of ihe afTOUllh of this 
;:~nil ot1l0r nLderta kill;> HtC'llt ionP(t on 
pag·p 76 of tlH' ~-\nditnl·-Gc1lel'a1':- n\pl)Tt? 

:: 7. \Yi11 hn furn~~h to 1hif' 1-Iun~e as 
Pt:1rl:v a;;; po~·''iblP durinQ' tbe pn ~cnt _?s­
~tnn n ~t;ttC''tH'nt of thP l"P>nlt·· nf tbe 
o~JE rn~1on::; nf tht'C.:fl nndPrtak1ng-~ (hn·ing 
la~: fi.unnf'i:tl ~-pnr ?'' 

The SElTtETAHY FOH 
~.\. ,1 .. J{)tl(';o;, l)wltlinrtfon'l 

•' 1. Production. L'34 ton:-:. lf C\Yt. 

:; 2. (u) ExpnrtPd. 139 1on~ 3 C\YL. at 
£40 8c.: (/;) j>c'rrl' c) 'lTHCtinn. 75 tOJB l7 
C\Yl.. ot £10; (c\ ,,.]c] withi:J State. 205 
ton' l8 cwt.. at £38 15·· 

'· 3. ~\llPJ'CY'Cimntf'1:'-~ 121 lOr::;,., 

"4. TLP ,y}w]·· p1mluct1on 1f npplierl 
f()t'. at £10 p~'r toJ' p1n ... {0.,1 c,£ ron-
1aine""'· 1s .a\·rli!ah~e for ]H'<ll' c1P--nuction. 

'' 5. =.\~o. TlH• pric• of £lrJ per ton .rail 
fpc·.~ j;;, nnly for prjckly-]war dt• trnction 
ptnpo-..t. ;,.. 

'. 6 nlHl 7. S1ah•Jnc·nf-·--.. uf l'(';;,:,q\t-- of 11111'1· 

!lflC'l"<ltiPL:-- \\"jJj lJL' flll'lli:'hPJ \Yith the 
;-.;tall' f'H1 dl'la_,·..::. occ·t-

··i<ll: ~d bY alter:1t 11<'1-if"lllt"' ~taff 
at t•Jld (:f l<lst finnncia1 ~·t"·ar." 

H \CE:'CWHSES BJLL 

Tr:l'ti) n- \111:'\ ;. 

Tht· \TTOH"\E\. r:F:\EH.\L ll<''. J. 
::\In1iti1L ~ Flintl.-r.~·): I i.1t'i2. rn !I:CYf'---

T1Ld tlH' Hill 1 •' 1:( ,, 

ti [\.\'." 

l)whticn p11t ;:nd Jl:l:-:--z·~·t 

Th0 fol10i\·ing ll<l)K'l"..; •s:•!'1• 
ja],]C':-

Onl, ln rnuneil lllHll·r 1 h*' ST;'!f(•ITlO 

Conrt Act of 1921. 
TIP'.rnl<)tion nnc1Pr thr' AnninrH ·"': :1nd 

- C'nnnni~i'i(•ll ~-\gents .A.rt of 1922. 

Order in Council undPl' 1 he :\Lt~i:·< ra t£'3 

Court Act of 1921. 



.'· }ijJ_'t. i .::; 0LTOBJT.I 

,;r C,_:nuiiTTEE--ETGliTH ALLO'l 'II:D 
T).\):. 

•Jfr. itt-"[1//~ ];'n Dane, in the th,:ir.\ 

..:.1r~':'J.Rij:E:\T OF Pl"BLIC \YORK:-=:. 

c::ur:r OFFICE. 

(':~c.;_: -i1 11 

fo:t~ J )r·l '•l ~ '.lliL'llt 

Uflicc•. · · 

:Jlr. ETr\Y.\HD~ \.\-un'lli(Jol: Inn1~· opinion 
tile c:·tnJt:'.v ~Jld(• an• nor n·c. IYi 
CUll"i~_~('Lrt;, r thr \" cl(•sen·e in 
wjth tlH' o( ::'chou1 1 kuu th t 
i l1i~ nl!t'-1 ic,'.: ll<F n ch•bateLl O'. ·'l' and OY<'..,_. 
c!g<ti~~ l'~ 1 t1i~ C'han:br·r. lll'YCl't he 1 ~.-: 1tou, 

tltl',\" bt• l'fl t!l. (;DYl'Cl­

'icJc•. v ,;c<lcl not 
dnt .\· did uot CO le 't nd v 

~n;Hrf'r Hw llotict• of th·(~ 
Tnr Fnblie \York~ anLl hi~ 

lrH.'Il\ iU "-( .' if il i;:;; 1101· ]lO:":"ibJt_--.. 
f!TCaH 1: c~.n -ideratiDn for eountrv 
\\"(' ! ti.~l all adrnit 1hat ~se ou~ht [:) 
greater ion To 1l1C' pcot110 Ji\·iu:; 
rh:• ('!)i~lJ1' :> ~<J far a~ '--'dU('alion ;:-; 
( n-:IC!'V!:t'·tL n nd \Yt' ~]- Jnld a::: -ist to kC'('D 1 hcin 
iJJ tile c~•ll!lil .,- clJ-:ci·ict'"' h·- L ;;_· lifC' 
fi.OfC' CUl~t:t'lli:l-~ nnd ~Jyi{lg thP tllf' 

i.lH.',\' dc.,er•:'.'. _1~~ tlw pi·csent 
~- h;,y(> ::tCJt f0CL'l\-PU lH' 'l:hS~tl'_-

~ilat on o12ca~ions qut·­
Hl<'.UC'I' haYc bcc~1 " .. keel 

I know that thP :Ucrnrt-
n,PIIT 11f ln;;t nfction ha.:; re 1llC'~tct.l rlle 
J)('p<:.rintc·ut Pnbi~c \York:-: to earr out 
a jo"b ;;OHlct:lt:(~fi. inYoh-ing only a fe\\' 
for ]'(•p,{ir ~~y·;n'-;: a.nd tlw 
b<'en l.llr moHth aftl'1' n10llth 
tLe !EC'llC'l'al]~· is that 
rnr-nt ~nc:t rhe~ rnnnf'" 
mn thr' If tlH• 
effC'ct I h 

(!~I ll! <lL districts to rnv 
fer Y(' -~·< run ure it ha~ lx•cE 
en ~t,(' k:nO\Ykd "(' o: lliHllY ot}H' 

t huY(' ht.'l'C' ,tn allr;licottiut1 
a (ll f TtrHittt:f'. :-:f't.in~ out th t 
lt· Y(' .: L~nnl_'l'i' of occ.J .. ~.lon;;;. o· ·.:--r a. 
of ·car~ rr_'olH red 1 hat certain 1-,'(Jl'i\: .-.lt0nld 
LP ('[HTit :: .:m. Ttw \_'(' (•tar· or th' ~c!;or·l 
COITinr~n.! --c:.y.-·. i:1 hi:-- lcttei'. to tlH; l'ndtT 
;:.:~_er et a ){•{;,trtinent ci JJnblic In·~tr;h.'t lcn-

. .JJ 11~: ~.~(' __ ::·::: hayc clalJ.::cd since• 
th ruuch rk-..~rvd 
;::].{; j !lllJ_l'0Yf't!1_citt \Y,';: 

:11'(1 nn nL n ncca...;Jnll~ strwv rhc 1 
tll'r 1Ja-:: lJC'(:YJ brougl1t llllrl"'l' 

Tltt' :'--tun rot ·ll of all 
( r 1 ,' 1."\ ll!•dP;](•, <:<11d o{ tfw y:uion-: Yi it~ 
r-: 11 ~J,l ,·:> l'O!H the \York ... Dl')l '''llt:" r 
~-.: 7 iL 
n~r_,_.-

(l 1 ·~ 
Ir '~"<-~~ an npp:ic<ttinn 

;--:,TiitP schDnl-qdit.f' a. 
tHt n1attt'r, llut 

J attending th t 
Thnt in -r~tnc·e. :'\lall"": !'H-~;h c-ase·~ 
r·un1d be qunt.,_d_ hnpr> thnt the Secrf'tar.v 
fc r Public \\7 orks w~ll see that eYe~· t'1fnn 
j.., nuu1P tc• carrv our. t.htl \YOrk irnn1ediatl).lv 
nf~er thC' ~JJ"·Il('C.tor dec-id0s that it j.g n(·(e~­
Eal y. 1 t woul.d. not be fair for me, as a 

c·('lllltr~ 1 <"'p:·r':--\·nr::tiY 
1 ,·, 11 d t.Sl riC't o:~ r hi.~ 

(,)i.H'C'n".i r1d. 

n:d-: of !11V 
r l-ut{~ :1 

Sf·f'HET_\HY ,-OH l'i .'~.1(' \Yor;K>: \\chat 
cio ynn rcfct· t1J ·: 

I '"'I 
i:t ~;;\f(' :--:"houl. T,_; 

:<r-crctaJ"< for !'nLJic \Ynrk...; and 
ll10:·~:', [ ·atn b<llttlc~ tu ~·ty that ~1t prt·~C'li!i 
; :r(IC' 1lH' 1.\·orL: i:-' rt · to b~~ (Jon0. 
l h1•lJC' dud it ,,-ill lw aud -done au 
r:1'Cc.- TtJL':--(· ali' lltd,~ rJJattcr- bur tho 

re,di:::f.· 

Thr- ,:,EC'HET.\HY rort Pcr,uc \\onKS: Ccrta..in 
\rork has be>t'll app1·u\-('d ,,f ill co!lJicrtivn 
"·itb th• Co0labnnict ,c·hc:ol d!at you lunG 
rl'fenerl TO. 

:Ur. FD\Y : I han' alrc.td,~ sctiJ that. 
Y erv oft0n it ha.:; lJt r·n 'dr cidccl to 
(' cc.t a :--cliU.ol a loc.dlt'-', the work 1s hung 
np for H 11umlwr o£ and it i:-::. quite 
uatnra: for pHrt·J:ts to othel' arrangc-
rncnr~ fnr llw t•dnf ~.ri()n of their children, 
,~~hil0 in sontc <·a:-•·< thf' farnilic~ rcn1oYe 
f1onl tlH· {li:::rrict So:lJctin1c that ltas tho 
Pffcct o~ rednci11£.!" the Inunber of chlldrf'n in 
titn lou·lity and 'c: >chool i' \Yithhdd. to their 
dctrln1tnt.. I du Jlt)1 \\·i~h to disrns-3 this 
tllUt1er at 1f'Yl',,ll, a ... it lw.;:, been :o:ufficientlv 
brought UJ1dPl' the 1~.Hi< ·-' of th(' ~dinj:-tPl'. I 
]H,pC' th~tt the '·' hol of thf' niul!(',\ n . .;;.ked for 
on rhi Yote "·ill lw t•xpc•mlcd. ant! that hem. 
mcrnber !'( -,_,i,~r!1g: P..tarlng· th, t 
IYorks carrird fund~ arc 
w•;a.ilahlr·. 1Yil1 nnt -di...;co~,-f'r that £23,000 
1 'main u:-::exrr ldcd. 

T!w SE:RET.\RY FOP. Pr·BrF \YORKS: \Yhat 
d('l artnr('llt dicl .\·on :-:::l,Y that uc('urrcd in·; 

:\fr. FDWARDS: It" os earricd onr from 
tlw J)('~•art~1H'llt of FubiiC' ln"trnction. 

The SrcPtT\R\ ran Pr~ilLIC \Yonrzs: Tt was 
net c;ari0d o..-c< fron1 m~T d('p<atnu .. •nt. 

:\h. ED\Y 
lH• u·, ·1 for 

: It Y,"H-3 !110llC'~- that CJuld 
purpo~ 

Yr CE:\.~: J.Ioncv,r Thr· :=-:·-:r·P.ET.\RY F0::-::. 
(·:t'l (.n!.- l)• n~( -] f, l' 

H 1. <q.il·,;l!JriatPd 
purpn-. foJ' \YLich 

:\fr. ED\Y_\PIJS: Tn·· cannct 
for rh,• p;~rn._•:- · L 

··.':::r:n< ]]> be' 

, thin~2.·_; ha\-0 
the Ff'lfnrP cf 

thrtt the )Ilni:-:~ 
5eriou~l'.' < Tt"icll'l' ntatt('J' cf prc--

.-ldirlf! nr:·c·nlllln\~(1atinn for th0 rountr,, chi!-
dren c;c:nd :3('(' dL,t tlll:l'.:.• i:-::. 1~;1 jn C'an·y~ 
incr cut \Yurk durintr dH:.' flnnnci3J 
year. 

~fr. :\llLc\C'I-ILA:'\ !Jir +/,rr'l: ha\'e 
li~rencd Y0r· atlr-nti\'C'lY to the debate 1vhjrh 
iJ,,., taken rdace. a"d I hnn• also read with 
pleasure the- r-pel\.'ll c~f tl11.• Seer~tary for 

Jfr. JfcLachlan.] 
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Public \York-:- er~ t lli~ YOt<". Those spee('hes 
t!1at I did not hc•ar dar)11q; the deba1e I 
indulgPcl in the rPcn•ation oi reading. Dur­
ing the dcbu te tltC'rc ha" bl~eu a disctlssiou as. 
L_,· the rclnti,-c rnerjt:;;, of rhe daY labou1· aud 
contract systen1 . ..:. Hon. rnernbers opposite 
haYo taken great pain::- in trying to- :::ho\v 
from th"'ir O\Yn st~r:dpoim that du! labour 
i.::; not in the same "trPet a;:; the contrart 
systpm. In fact, somp of them ha YP gone so 
fUr as t.(J off<'r gratuitous in~ults to the work­
men C!1gagcd in carrying out \vork:3, HOt only 
tn Bri;"bane and Qu"cmland. but in other 
parte of the ConllUOmYcalth. 

TheY haYP cncleaYourcd to stress tho point 
that ,~·orkmen \Yorkin2.' under the dav-labour 
S3 .-;tr-m will 110~ giY(' Cfficient \Vork. and \Yill 

not gin: a fair day', v.,ork for the money 
thev arc rccei,·iEr. Although hon. members 
opposite have made thoee statements, they 
have failccl. so far as I can gather from 
hLDring and rc•"ding th0ir spe0che.8. to prove 
their eontentiot1:'-: in anv in~tance. I intend 
to !:!.:ive sonH· Eaure" this afternoon to show 
the, arh,antao:c a'ccruing to the public through 
c~rrying ant public '.vorks on the day-labour 
~J~tPm, as again~t the contract system. 

During- the la.;;;t few :·cars gigantic ·works 
h:'ve bP('n carric•rJ out in the cit v of BrisLane 
hy public bo{lies, the co~t runnii1g into n1any 
th(,u·.ancls of pound.-:. Sr:n1c of th·3- work has 
},, ·n chrc da',' labour. ttnd \dwn tho 
figurv· hnxe a~;ahscd. it 1J,l8 been Droved 
that the taxpayj•J' ,\·n.;; rec~1vi:1~ a- much 
better r·lenl ntu.lc•r thi~ ~-.~torn than under the 
contract system. 

I t•PJtlC'lnLt·r -; 11~11. '-'- ll··n :.\Ir. Pap:et \Yfl:-' 

P,_;.TC't<LY for f"!·.•ilwa~::--. Ll di ... cu..;::-ion anJ:;.(> .a:-:; 
lr' the l'neriu of th~ ..-J<lv-lalx:mr svstcrn-as 
th{· :\Ijni'-tC't~ h c~aid, ir ConleS up e\·cry year 
-~a!1d :\lr. Pa~~et c1e<lrlv demon~trated that 
5('\ cr<ll rn_ilwa · s had bc-:•n built on the dav­
lt,~JOHl ,.,-;_:;tt-n1: ~Ll1il that rnanv thousands Of 
1 _··tu~ cl:-:; were· ~-a \'l'd ·which \V.ould not havo 
Lc·en the ca;:;;C' lwd cornraetor..; (·arrieJ onr 
th;-l~P work-:_ and in n1r1ny ca;:;;es the \Vork 
\. 1w11 :'!' tlono·. 

Dnring- tlw la~r fe,v :_vPar3 tho J\1etropolitan 
\V. 1cr Stlpp1;.-· ar.d .S· Wf~rage Bna.rrl ha.~ been 

of \York in Bri~\banc­
ToO\O"Ot1C: touched on 

,;pePch. l do not wrt!lt 
to think for one 1noment 

that I nrn tho;::.u 11f<1ple 1vho g0 into 
\\Pr ... ~lw onltL ll'aY(' the :--t•\\":._•r 

:~rk to tho.•.:-::o- peopl(· ,~:ho go into sewers~ 
'1 Rn; 11ot anv rnon· ufed to s€wers 

hon. ·; bnt I propose to deal 
eontl'act \vnrl\. connection ·with sorno 

~)~ the FC'\,~ora _c 1•ndt~rtakingc.i. 

al:i\·~"· "l.>.XWELL: \Yhy not cktl with them 

1\Tr. C\,IcLAC'HT,AX: ha Ye taken out 
<1n1t> flgurc., t() ;.;.how the snsing to the people 

i1F· day-l2hour s:v3r-enL 8on1e time ago 
were ("dkd for a certain length of 

""~''rage \York to be dorH~ in tho city, and the 
{':.t;ineer of tlw Board was asked to submit 
a,t-c·~tin1ah'. It was found that the engineer'-3 
c~finultc. tondPrinr; on the same specifica­
i lOll.,, was £15.000 less than the lowest tender. 
:\ecdless to 'av. the Board had the work 
carriPd ont by" day labour, resulting in a. 
C''ll>idembll' saYing to the taxprtyers, and the 
work was wPll and dficientlv done and 
accorJing to the specifica.tions." The Metro­
pditan Wrtter Supply Beard also had occa­
swn to call tenders for another pieoe of 
wurk recently. and when the tenders were 

[Mr. hi cLachlan. 

s.uhrnittc~d. a discussion t00k place rn the 
!Juanlrooru. \\hen sonlt' 1nembPr"' ..... uoc-t-"-f'rled 
in ~ceuring that thl' work-the Breakfast 
Cnek sewcr-ohould he cione !J, .. dav labour. 
8nLbeqtlf"lltly. at another nH:Prin~ ot the 
Board. sorne H1Crrlbe-rs \vere eviderltl r; sorrv 
for what they had ~lone. and they reopened 
the quc;-;~ion with a vie\v to having this 
\\ ork, winch i hcv had alreadv decided should 
h, done L, dav labour, 'carried out by 
contract. 

Sonw di~cus~ion iook placP. but it was 
found that the cngiwJcr had alrertdy placed 
a con:udcrable arr1onnt of plant in poaition 
for the purpo~e of going on with that work 
b; day l>tbour, and it would haye been an 
cxrwnsiYe undertaking to have ren1oved the 
whole of that plant without, at all events 
giving day labour a Lrial. However, ~ 
cornpron1i~e was effceted, and it 1-vas decided 
to complete one section by day labour and 
1 o let c<mtracts for the othPr two sections. 
Tenders were subsequentlv called for the 
section to b2 done bv da,: labour, when it 
wa.s found that the estima'te of th' engineer 
was £31,000 b~elow the low•••>t tend•" r. and 
the euginoer carried out the work at a 
saving c\·cn on his owu c:-;tit:latl'. That is 
conclusiYP evidE>nCt) ihat nrHJt>l' the sv.stonl 
of day labour in (VfHlC'etion \vith thc~f; jobs 
thcr0 i~ a COIHidcrable sa,~ing to the peoplo 
a.... <Jgainst contract. In the early ::)tages 
uf the carrying out of thP sev\ l"rage work 
t\\·o tender:; \YPre ]et-nno to a 1nan nan1ed 
Adam>. of Xow Zc'aland, fur a S''Ction of 
t~w DEl.ill sC\YCr from 1\udgl'l' road to Break­
fa.3t Cn•ek. and <:.t.tlotlH'r to a n1u11 of the 
na1nc of ~·\..thcrton, vdw \nb repre~cnting 
the En~ . .di:-h f-inn of Rh:v; Jorw:-; . .\1cTuggurf, 
a!ld Burch, fo1· a length of tlw 1naia so\ver 
f1~orn Pinkenba to ~udgc'P. \s C'Vrrybody 
kno\\~. e:1ch of thc:-.c co!dract.s wu:::. aband-oned 
ln- thr_ co:Itrac'-or, a.nd t;lP \York that \Vfl...S 
d~:me faul1 v in thP <'X1 So n1uch so 
that, · thrf'v: eoc1traets, 
rhrrc y,·cn~ t1vo tlw bnsinebs-. 
:111d tlw :\li:trnpolitan \Yatcr Supply and 

Hoard won (•ru.:h ease. bu1 ,_,cas not 
111 ing rtl(\. cJrnpen~ation. The 

fini::.h i lte \Vork tlwt was. not 
hv the-~' ;;1r great 

PXpPrl~'-" ro tl-1c l)- )ple workings 
\Vet·e left. in an un~nfr'- ccnd.itinr:. 'Tht \'""ork 
had 1:ot. h(•rn carr]Pd out .a~ it ~ ha,·o 
bc:c·n carriPd out. and thr- 1vork io be 
f1ni:"hcd bY th0 Board bv dnv It 
sef'rn~ to Ine that in tho~n dtt"vs there- was 
nD1 ~·ufTicicnt nun1ber of l1H'inhPr:3 of fho 

·who we're in fa\·nur 0f duv la.bour, 
b2eause. jf thP-rP had bceJJ. thi:--'. wo\·k would 
hn.vp bPC~l done bv tl~c Board\; own ofricE!r~, 
at! d. efT Ptiv( l dont-, and a con:-;iderablo 
arnount of n1~i1C'\' ·would ha,~,_, bce-1~ saved 
!o thP rat'.:>p l.YC'r:-'·. rr011dC'r~ ~till ~!re calJPd 
f0r ·work in conn{·ction with the \'1i'"ater and 
Se\\'f'l'ag-c Board, but I an1 given to u:ulor­
-t_and that contractors art~ verv charv a.bout 
tC'lHlcring so far as the de.Pp s~e,verage work 
i~ conrernPd. They tend-er at the present 
time for \vhat is kno\vn ,a<;;. reti( ulation \Vork 
-that is shallow work-and they prefer, if 
thev can, to get the easy work and lea.Ye the 
more diff1cult problems to be carried out 
bv the Board itePlf. If the Metropolitan 
\Yater Snpplv rtnd Sewerage Board can-and 
it ha.s proved that it can-effectively carry 
out sewerage work in this city by day la.bour 
and save money to the ratepayers by that 
system, then all work should be done under 
the dav,labour system. Amongst the mem­
bers who constitute the Board at the present 
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tirne then• nr0 ;o;onw \\·ho ~tand for dav 
labour all the tin1c. and there are sorne rrten~­
Dcrs on the Cit; Council who stand for dav 
laLJour al:--;o, an;l th(•y L'lld('aYour to ~Pt' tb;_(r 
all \York in tlH' l'it~; of Bri~llCUH·. "·hich i~ 
IlL•ing paid fol' hy tliL' rat::_•payL'l':'. i~ dunL' in 
dH· rno:-;r cfficit'IH nW.lllll'l' and in tht- clwapc~r 
\Y(l~c pOS~ihlP. 

I was speaking the otlH•r da~- to a gcntle­
n1an in thi~ city who i~ in a fairly large 
\\·u in businl'~·- hPl'l'. Xot onlY ha:-. ht' 
Lu;illP;-,f{ intere:-;t~ in th:: Cit·.· of· Bri::;hmH'. 
hut he ha~ bu:-.iiH'."S illtt'!'L\"'t..:: ii1 till' acljoiniug 
~tatP of .l'\0w sl)Uth \Yak"·, II(· i::-; not Hll 
nth·ocate fol' 11w f'i-llTying ou1 of wod.:: under 
rhc day-lahour s:v~tL'Ill. b:_•cau;-:;u he i:-- a din•ct 
{)~Jp01lf'111 of the Labour pan~- and it;-; 
nH•thod;-;. I'IH' ·otlwr clay :-'OlllL' work ha.d to 
bt.· <lonp in Sydnc·~- in ~rhich ht' had a Lig 
iutf'!T•)t. Tc·urll'l'E' \YL'r~· c·tdlpd for tht• \vork. 
and \Yhc'n tlwy \n•rt' op0n(:d the• din'ctor.., of 
tlw C:OlllDHll\ Wl'fl' ~ati~fi0d thev \Y('l'l' far 
rtlld rt\Ya':. i~1 {'"\:C( -;;_-. of the· pric(: for \rhidt 
, lw 'York ought to lw donl'. Thr·c< decided 
not to ilC'ccpt any of tlio tL·m_L'r" Lut would 
cari'Y out rho work thc·nt:-.(.'lYl':-;. lntrnl'c.li.atl'l\· 
afu•;. iheY arriYod Hl that deci:-;iou. one o'f 
-; lw c·ont~·a('1or~ int('i'Yi(•\Y:•d the"-P bu:-:.inc:--~ 
1ut 11 and ~aid that hr• hnd 1ltac1t• n llti;.:.takl' 
in hi;-; tr'rHlPI' .tud a:-ked to be~ allo\Yccl tn 
;·t·-1l'nder. Thi;-; ~-entl('lllHll .. aid. '· :'\o. You 
\\ :='l'C' g-iyc•n an op)Hll'T1lllity tu rc'n(Ivr. 
_~.lthnuJ..th I ant not in foYOUl' o£ d1.1Y labour. 
I ant g-uing to haYC' thi:- job dont: lJy day 
\;~Uotu.'' llt• had it L1Pllt' 1)\~ tb,- labour and 
~t~\-l•d IllOlJ"Y thc_•t'L'hY. } h:1\~(' 11L.-l'(' :lll {'_\.{l'<t('t 

tCl :--1:o'x tlu~t it 1~ t~ot onh· in ~\n:--rl'alia 
1!1i~ Lv d~tY L.thou.t· ('iltt l-,, 

·the ~-a.--t· on•l'<'a:-'. T rt•:td thi:-:-: 
'<tr.1ct in t!H_' .. Daih- ~taJH_1anr: 1l1P lllll(_·r 
t!n~.-- uot·l('t' that . thC' lwu. lllPJnher fo!' 

i-- f-l1tilin:..;, Lut 1...-:no\Y llt> rt'rtd:-' tlw 
a llil ha... n·ad 1 hi:--. 

~fr. ::,fAX\YELL. I n·aJ ~lil tli'' r-~l])C'r--,, 

::\lr. ::\lcL'>l'ii L\ '\ : Tl1 ;, j, ti1e c•xtnL·t­

'· THE PHoor or THE P~·lJill);G. 
"] lw <it,. Council of ~, :w--t•a, 111 

Y~~ alL':--. n "t.'l .. t 1 ,. clPL id1·d ou a 
"chcnw of it ~l\Y11. tt~JH_1L'i' 
\York ~-. llll'd tt1o l1i ~~) it wa .... douP 
1JY da\ L: hour, ·"it th•_· f·)l~olYi:Jg 
r0stil1 : ~~ 

CoJttr;I('(Ol' 

_-\<-tnal Ul't 

£ 
2GJ.!~Q:) 
L:8.246 

Thcd~ flgnn'"- (an not l>P rl'Lllc'd. Thai i::: a. 
Hatemcnt of \Yhat l1a-- <tctt.ud1y trauspirt.'cL 

I haYC' rt:'H'ITr-d trJ tht' opinion of a 
Sr:c-rctal'\" for Haih\aY::--, \Yho li•Jtlc a 
tion in fhi.;.: ClHtlllLPI: a.;; to tilP gTrnt 
that 'had Lo<)n pffpc·tPd in railY;,av coustrne-
1iou bv dny Ld_HHlr. and \H' lln,:P PYidence 
in thee c.d1~nct I lun·p rC'ad of tLe ::-aying­
\Y]Jic-h i b('illg ~·ff(,r·tpc_l ill \Ya.}p.;;, at'l'O~S the 
S(·n. It Jlill:"t lH_\ gPnf'rall:· od1Hitt0d that, 
v.-lH'n \York i:-' done bY d;-p; laLonr. a fair 
day'r;. 1vork i:'l g·iyen lJ,· t11e lnf'tL ~<Yho do the 
1\_o.rk C'ffif'iPr:tlv nutl 'caiJllOt l1e acruE'ed of 
~hirklng work 'under that sysh:rn. a: has been 
statec~ b:-· 11o11. nwmhpr:- o:Jpu,~itP. 

A good clC'al of trouble ha' taken plaoo 
recentlv in connc.•ction with thP Brisbane rrown 
Hall, ~vhich has become historic because it 
ha:- been 6J'OkPn of for a groat many years 
and if< not yet an accomplished fact. although 

there appear~ to be a po;;..:iUillty of its bein5 
co1nplc•t...,d iu the llP-nr futnrt'. 

~ll\ TIYLOH: It is to be• hoped so. 

:\h, :\IcLACliLA::\: Tlw leader of thEl 
Onpo,itiun smile' ut the prospect of the 
T~"n lla 11 being completed. It "ill probably 
L-· conJpletf~d ln:fore the hon. Hlemher leave-s 
thi" tcrre.,j rial ,phere. (Langhter.) 

:\h, ~I \X WLLL intPrj<•ctPcl. 

::\l1·, ::\IcLAl 'HL.\:\': The hon. member for 
Too\,·ong·, \dto lHt:-. jn~t inH'l'jPt·ted. ha:' a 
~·o J(: dl'a] to ~:tY nbont- thlug~ bl'ing rl'd. anll 
f~ bout the Re(( Flag- but I \Yotdd re1nind 
1lim t hnt llH rP i~ a g-ooll deal of red about 
tlw rnion ,Jack which he >Cl often refers to. 

ThP figures I an1 going to quote show how 
(•arf'ful rncn \Yho re~wcs0nt those \Vho have to 
find th-- n1oncv to ea ITV on anv \York ~hould 
bP inn ,~j:-.;ing.tf'ndC'r5 b-:.:fon• aCcepting ihem. 

\Yithin the lP't three or four 
[4 p.lll.] JiiOlltlb tcnclN' 'Y0l'C ealled, for 

thC' ~ll]H_'r:"tl'UCtlll'P of thP 'lO\VIl 

IIall acconling· to 'plan'' and 'pecifications 
wbmittNl bv the architect'.· and the result 
,hem·, tlw ,iispCJrih ,dlich can lw disclosed 
ln tPJ~der~ put in ~n the :--anH' E'pPcifications 
\1\· IllC'lJ \\'ho ha\"P h._'('ll contrartin~t for yPars 

__:__Hh'll \Yho art! kno\Yl1 to l1P of the hig-hest 
i~JtPgrity in thP c·ity. Thf' tf'nc1c'r~ l'l'CPiv{_\d 
"'l'l'l' as follow:-

_:.rciA'od nrus ... 
A, }lid,nn .. 
D. f}. Carrir>k .. 
Thus. 1\:ef.:'ru.n .. 

Periorl to : 
l'Olllplrh• P(•f t'ent_ 

\YOrk. 

Y· 
l(J 

' \) 
l) 

llq!J. lltl'lilil('l'~ will ~cc 1hat 011 the ';anl' plan~ 
<~!·cl , JH•cilic<ltion:-. tht'l'i' \\·a:-- a diffcl'l'JH ,• 
]H·twf'P~: 1lH' hight>~i and tltf' lowc:;:.t teudcrer of 
][('""'" vf:300,00:J. and thnt there W>1' dilt'ur-
{']]('t' ·o£ o~~h· half <1 iu t1H' 1in1P tlJG 
cxc·l'!lt ion of tlw h11t u d1fl'Pn'nce in tlH~ 
Dt'n 'nlu::·e rattt bct\Y('C'll 6 JK'r cent. alhl 10 
iH·:· C1'JJt. It i~ just pu..;:--i~llf' tlwt \Yho 

the rat"pnyc't>' l1lOll('~· L1oing 
cmnr tc-t arc ,~oiug i11Yol n' thPln in 
hc·tYi~·r C~]H'Jl:o:;c' 

tht- C'Yidl'!!CC' L!.'Clt':-' to 
hP dPnc n;uc·h morl' and 

(']!f•;_q.1:· lJ_-..- cb: labour. 

:\',1\Y lr't lllP qlll tc u ~ 1hle to f.]HJ\Y huw tho 

JH'lTt'l!ta~tC' 

:\IcT-eocl Tlro· 
A. Mid-on 
J). D. ('arrir·k 
Thos. K cenau 

\:ould \York (JUt on tlw 

£ 
10 I ""~>,llliO 

I I~O,GGO 
H ! .->1-±,n:3o 
G 1 .>-t~/liJ 

i 
1,.' I £ 

s~~~no I 001 ~~oo 
,-l.-),;3-!:2 I ~-!.\H-!~ 
.-) 1.7 -t-1 i G:26,G7-! 
:1c,0:3S i C,Sl,\ll:l 

I 

:\ll- KELSO: Did not the architect> give· an 
o.;;;.tinlah' cf the cost? 

:\lr. McLACHLA::'\: The architccL did not 
make an estimate. Anvbodv can see what 
thP~f' figures n10an. If ~)ne ~f those tenders 
hac! bPPn ucc1']1tPrl. we 'Yotlld han· been pa,'o-­
in~- llH' contract{H' yca..rly thP percentage, 

Jlr. JicLachlan.] 
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1."llll1):~nr \llYilit•,( thv llUllllJL':: ut ~'t'al';o:; ut 
\\ lw Elldl'l't\;~ok V} ( mq\lL'1l' 

-ir dl1·c 1\'0Hlll bl' :-<tl<tl'Y 

j ~)b. 
\\·ould 

l'(_'v. i Yl' 11 y·.·~n ful ntlt tlL' 
] <:\1 l lll'l'[l<ll'(' tu ""Y t'nctf it 

_\n~r~ 1_!1tt ~L IJt<.tll 

if ThL' 

Th··"' ale• 
<-1: d J n~r holY \Yha t 

i:- l)''",.;tlJi\ 
l1!P ll~VllflOJl 

l~lt' \Yholl' 
(\:;: fGEl!t.la tim>. 

;: 'lld ·J'\.'l':--. \\ ac~ 
1 li'i:T, b:1 "i cl U~l 

( on~Tnct ."'Y:--1 C'1ll. Lt_·r 
c··~;ti~n<Ht' for 

JLC'lU~l\'C 

:Inch were 1_' ;:iLwt~...·d tu Cf ;,t 
t11c'" cot!lplc•tion ot t~te fon:ldn.-

1\-t't'C cnllt•d .f·Jr tl!() ~nper-
·Conncd dccld(·d 

ruH.l \ ,, cert· ln 
archit ·eh l'l''--'llan·d a 

~~d ot~l~ o£ tht· 
-::u ·.:;nLnnit a ~~ 

lH \\. :--jlC'Cifi_catiUl~. 

::\lr. =.\LlX\\·Li .. I...: That c•::.timat<:' ·-a~ ~uu-
Et~l't _d by the archit...'ctc-. 

:IL'. :IL·L\(_'IILA:\: Lil 

lllitn..•ll <.lll l'-~1iu::.atc in 
the \dlu~t' 

IYhich IYL'l't:' L'~til1l<ltl~'d tO 
point I IY<1l~t t) :n r;:c t.~ 

L'Y1.'l! ut dcr tht' Jll'C':3('llt 

'.:lti('h ).lr. Cr-:rrlt ~: 
· :lpL'l'· t n11.·t·u _. £or 
thC'L' IYill be i1 

the- <1llJOlllt< of 
' ,·tn:, l t."·u~t of ii!.Z'lll'l•· 

c-liu\ · th t th~~ cL:n,tntct :3Y:-:-tenl- h;-,s 
. J ~;, t'ailur•· rh~· ~ .l:O::.L' of ~the To\Yll 

~n~d to \)'..\t thorn inl·J 

h: 
tin1tl' 

C'Ulltl'act. 

under 
till' 

pcvpll~ sec wlnt ca11 
and IYhat i" bcirig­

oi tlL To',dl l-iall Uy 

::\I:c. ~\Y_\.}_~=~E 1 ill'i'l/ 1 · I hnYL' al.·;aYs 
1•oinrc•d ou·, ill COl~ H'c:tion \Yith the que tiOu 
uf daY 1\'C>rk Yer-..n~ c-~ntract, that thL't't.: 
Ct' ~\'' , i:1 \'.hi( ~l Oll i~~ prc[Prablt: TO 

(.thrr. \Yhat I bln1nc th_, GuYernnlPnt fo.:· 
i-.; t~1('1r ll-tnl-nlltl-f.a~t a-dhorenc(~ to the daY­
labour JJohcy in instance-:-; whl'rc- contra~r 
work would nudoubtt-,dly be preferable. l 
haY"- stated that I a1n quite preparc-.J 
tr• ;_uhn1t t·hcro are instancps wher1_ cla,-
labour wuu!d be the b· -t. It h,ls . 
pol~:tc-d out thtt tlh. 1·nnnjng o[ .J. big-
vl':opc·d EkQ Qnccn::.lar:d is rnuclt 

a farrn. On a fnr:u we 
of the \\'Oi'k 

expe-rience in 
clo~c tu IYhcr-: I 
''ou:d like to ask hir~1 
ting lrl. en ne cui·, he 
dfn--lnbottr 5"v-;tt'n"l, or 
ag-njn wJ1~·ther he~ would 
di1 y-lc.: Lour :3y~tcu1. 

The SscR.E'l'.\RY FOR T'cBLIC LA:SD~: Si~ce 
then I h;wc often cut it under the piecework 
systen1. 

Mr. 2\il.nwELL: Which paid the best? 

Mr. SW A YNE: I think we can take it 
that the hon. gentleman got his cane eut 
under the piecework system, and if he grew 

[Jlr. JicLachlan. 

T.i.'::..t' SI~ . en: l 1 :-n~t:c L.\:.;D:-:;: _Eycry-
CI:;e &_:('t~ l.tl:-t..lr:r the piecCIYod~ 
:-~-...:::Clll. 

of 
ha yr~ laid do,,·n 

: ub thev take ie. 
'-'lH' i. .. T.. ~ lubonJ:. In this 

('~JUl~tr-· Yl!Cl1lb _r_ 111osrlv 
~·ettii:g the ntU11bP.l' 

!01' the mcmcy 
the \'01.0 for 

ncrl'a:::.cd fron1 
11ot laying th8 

1n Cll1111f·ctio!l \rith ('~·ectio~t of school 
do"r ('f the ~l!ni::.ter. but in 

districts have been 
re p Children haYe 

\Ylwn they were 
together in bui!d­

ii·p:-.: c-lY~Hlitions that wer1; 
:l!..,tt:litary. to ~a)' the least of it. simply 

wae not ,-otcd foe 
'.:hat has been said 

adrr1ixturo c't 

-; !w p<::-:-t: ~:-,p 
':a ell~- L'r .-u1 in 

;_1.\- l onirncr. 

claY-\YOrk sv,tcm the 
ft'rrthcr. arid a lot of 

1 hat some of -Lho 
snffcr('d ·would 1 !0t 

of the jobs were l~t 

l did nc1t !~Pa:· a11 thar 1- as said by the 
h"n. n·ernbcr io:- :\h·rthn. but I belie,-o he 
pnt up .a. ca!'-e fO!' the da·y-labour sy:::tern. A~ 
t \'( 1'\ rrot'S bY YOU haYO instance& 

· unlln; ':our J;c,ti(·c IY}1erc it 1s praYed 
.Ively thitt pit•cCIV01_'k i..; the better. I 

l'f'Jnernbct· C)ll0ting some' little time ago on 
this cna•.~tion no le~"' au1horitv than the late 
Bnn .... John ~"?-tc11'l'V, who 1rasv leader of the 
Ln bo~tr nartv in N('v,' South \Vales, and who 
""' Pre;niPl: of that State for a time. Thi& 
1 ~ \Yh 't he ~aid about the piecework systexn-

" If thP worker' wanted to go on 
}rrlp!'O\ 1r,g tl1eir po~jtion they rnust st~tiYe 
for 1ncn ,l~"'C'd production at the present 
critical ~tatc nf thing::; national1y rathe1· 
than ccmrnit the of rnaking proM 
d1 ,-t~on D lrnC'st b~ 7 carryjng out 
V\-·ork Yf_T • piecework had 

the \Ynrkc•rs would find 
v. .J3 r;ot dangerou.-'l, but 

H1c wrong-ful appli­
v:orkcrs ·-V,'<.:rc n.blo 

propPrl:.-. he could say, as 
;\ trac1P"n1n:l. th:1t thPI\' experience of 
pit·t \i\'nrk .. ,c,u:-cl then1 ,l!cYcr tc, 
~'J b<1dc :r ::.c~ cby aga1n. 

rUH('n!ber th" t1nt(' -.,,-hen stL•cl ~hips we'!_.e 
in :\""' So<1th \":ales during- the 
thcs{' --·hip:-')"rd~ the qu(~tic:n 

c·.:1n:~:> ll}l, nJOl'C' particularly 1n 

It w~s of national: 
hips should be bc1ilr 
Tho -.,vork \vas going' 

appeared as though it 
before the ships were 

Jer-t onlv that. bnt the· 
rnlpkn·f'f':-; \\ t': •,· :-~,- -r: n1akj llg Y<~r:\· big wage:-::. 
The Natio;Ja]].:t Go,-ernmcnt then 1n power­
decidP<l that thr •vork of buildinES the shirs 
shouln be d0nP by piece\\ork, with the result 
that these ships were g-ot off the stocks m g-ood! 
time, and the H1' n's wages went up from 
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£3 lCs. to over £8 per week. There is this 
very important point also in this connection : 
At that tirne they were carrying on slnp­
building in the "Cnited States of America at 
a great rate, where we are told they carry 
out their \York most proficiently and economi­
cally; yet these Australian-built ships were 
turned out under the piecework system at a 
cost of £12 per ton less than the ships built 
in the "Cnited S'tates. That shows that piece­
work is the best under certain conditions. 

The hon. member for ::\1erthvr had a lot 
to say a bout the cost of supervision in con­
r;ection with contract jobs, and, so far as I 
could follow him, he referred to the erection 
of the Town Hall and the high cost of 
supenision in connection with that building. 
Coming to a more recent date than my last 
quotation, let me quote the hon. member for 
Fitzroy, a member of the Labour party, in 
his remarks about the cost of supervision on 
Government jobs reported in " Hansa.rd" for 
1920 at page 802-

" He did not want to enter into a 
controv-ersy on the question of day labour 
v-ersus contract. The Minister put it in 
a nutshell when he said day labour under 
efficient management gave the b<3st 
results, and so it did. But what the 
Minister had to find out was whether 
Go·:ernment management gave efficient 
management. He had worked for private 
enterprise, and he had worked for big 
industries, and had worked with the 
worst tools and equipment, too; and if 
he were giving an estimate for Govern­
ment work under Government conditions, 
he would allow a 20 per cent. bigger 
estimate than he would if he were con­
tracting under private enterprise." 

Yet that hon. member is pledged to the day­
labour system. Hon. members opposite are 
tied down and have no freedom in · the 
matter. They know they are wrong. The 
hon. member for Fitzroy went on to say-

" They had got as their inspectors and 
foremen men who were not in sympathy 
with the Administration, and whoo they 
were in sympathy-there were some who 
were in sympathy, and they were tiprop 
n1en ''--

Mark these words-
" they were so bound down by redtape­
ism and departmental officialism that 
they could not mcve until they ha-d sent 
about half a dozen wires or letters to 
headquarters in Brisbane. That was one 
of the reasons why they were not getting 
good results in the building busin~ss 
connected \Yith Government contracts, .<tnd 
what applied there applied also to the 
rai!\\·ays. An efficient man in private 
enterprise '"ould not stand some of the 
Government foremen for five minutes. 
\Vhy, the Government had an army of 
inspectors that no contractor would stand 
on a job, and they did not inspect at all 
That was ono of the reason• why the day­
labour principle at the present time did 
not give the same results as the cont!·act 
system; but day labour-under proper 
conditions and canied out by thoroughly 
faithful men and competent inspectors 
with sufficient authority to make altera­
tions in order to meet emergencies as 
they arose-would, in a general way, 
equal the contract system." 

These are conditions inseparable from 
Government control, and because of which 
hon. members on this side consider 
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efficient day work impossible under State 
control, more especially when it Is so­
hrgely political as it is under the present 
Government. That is why these jobs are 
co,tly. It does not matter whether schools­
are built out of loan money or revenue. If 
they are built out of revenue, it means addi­
tional taxation. \Ve a.ll know already how 
this vicious circle is growing, and how high' 
taxation checks enterprise and creates unem­
ployment. If works are paid for from 
rev-enue it i' bad, but if, on the other hand, 
they arc paid for out of loan money, con­
sodering the high rates of interest the State 
is paying, it is again bad. It is therefore 
doubly bad. It is piling up a huge burden 
on posterity which is unfair to those coming 
after us. \Yhilc I am on the relative merits 
of day labour and contract, I wish to quote 
a cable from London which appeared in the 
" Telegraph " of 12th October last year-

" PIECEWORK. 

"CO~!PARED WITH DAY LABOUR. 

"London, 12th October. 
" A striking comparison between the· 

results of time and piece work was 
revealed in the report of the joint in­
vestigation committee of employers' and' 
workmen's organisations in the engineer­
ing and shipbuilding trades. Mechanics­
engaged in fitting watertight and sliding 
shutters on working time occupied 49& 
hours. while on payment by results they 
occupied only 150 hours. When the ship­
'vrights were laying decks, the output 
was doubled when on piecework. In one· 
case, two similar vessels were being built. 
The one on time took 2.601 hours and the 
other on piecework 1.151 hours. Riveters 
on time put in 176 rivets per squad 
weekly, and on piecework 722 rivets­
weekly. There was evidence that the­
earnings on piecework were 33~ to 100 
per cent. above the earnings on time." 

'I'hat is just on a par with the experieDce in 
Kew South Wales, to which I have already 
referred. It shows that, judged on the 
standard of efficiency-and t'fficiency and 
economy are needed in Queensland just now 
-generally speaking. piecework is the best 
system. There are exceptions. but judging 
from the earnings of the workers, it is also 
best from their point of view. If a vote­
of the canecutters were taken as to whethel' 
they prefer day work or niecework, I anJo 
almost sure that they would say, " Give us 
piece,york eYery time." \Ve know that at 
one time the Australian \Vorkers' Union, in 
accordance wth the policy of the party to 
which they belong, did adv-ocate day work 
for canecutting in the Arbitration Court, 
but they dropped it when they found it was 
unpopular among many of their own 
n1embers. 

\Ye want to got the utmost value fol' 
school buildings from the ,-ote of £45,001i 
that we are now considering. The hon. 
member for J'\ anango referred to the hard­
ships and injustice suffered by country resi­
dents through lack of accommodation for 
children. I urge on the Minister again to 
find out whether many of these outside jobs 
could not be let by contract. If the hon. 
gentleman would accept the contract system 
to a modified ext.•nt, he "·ould find that the 
£45,000 would go a great deal further than 
iL does under the present system. 

Before I resume my seat, I wish to refel' 
to a matter that, although not entirely done 
away with, is in abeyance for the time being. 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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I refer to the compulsion on residents to put 
,:tp schools for the education of their 
children. That policy is a relic of the old 
proYisional school days. Twenty years ~go 
.it \vas fairly comn1on, but for a long hn1e 
I had not heard of residents being com­
pelled to erect their ""-n school buildings. 
Quite recently this practice has been r~verted 
to on an increased scale. The rule IS that 
if the inspector who is sent out to report on 
the probable attendance at the school con­
siders it will not exceed twelve, the local 
residents are required to erect the building. 
! am not saying whether that is right or 
M-rong, but in many instances the parents of 
.the;;e twelve children are probably pioneers, 
and having just started are hard up. It is 
not their fault that there are so few children 
in the neighbourhood, and it comes hard on 
them to have to fmd the whole cost of 
building. In the more populous centres the 
schools are erected without question. The 
point I wish to make is that these inspectors 
do not alwavs make a correct estimate. One 
13nch instance has come under my notice in 
rBSpect of a school at Mount J ukes. The 
"'ettlers there were in a small way and could 
ill afford the time, as they were very busy, 
but they erected a very fine school building. 
They were compelled to do so because the 
inspector had reported that there was not 
likely to be a greater attendance than twelve. 
-There were twenty-two children att.ending 
the school within a short time of its open­
ing. Seeing that the attendance was such 
as to entitle a school being built, the resi­
dents should not have been asked to put up 
the schooL :::-;-o doubt the officials in Bris­
bane acted in good faith· on the report of 
the inspector, but the inspectors are not 
liberal enough in their estimates, and make 
them unnecessarily low. That is the sort 
of thing that country members object to. 

\Ve hear a great deal about high schools 
and grammar schools in the cities. We 

quite recognise the necessity 
[4.30 p.m.] and the advantages of second-

ary education, and do not for 
one moment object to it, but we do say 
that primary education should be looked after 
first. The pioneers who build up our 
country centres and open up our backblocks 
;;hould have the first call. The city depends 
upon these men for its very existence. 

I hope that in future the estimates of 
a-ttendance will be dealt with a little more 
liberally than has been the case in the past. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
'iVe are liberal enough so far as attendanoe 
is concerned. 

Mr. WIKSTA~LEY (Queenton): We have 
had a fairly comprehensive debate on this 
vote. but I should like to add one or two 
words before it goes through. I have lis­
tened to the comments that have been made, 
and I must confess that the criticism from 
members of the Opposition in regard to the 
·works Department has not been of a very 
severe character. If hon. mt'lmbers have to 
complain only of their schools not being 
lined. I am sure that is not a severe criticism. 
Certainly a school when lined is much nicer; 
it is moro cor11pact and is ·warmer in the 
winter; but it i, not at all useless when 
unlined. I am quite satisfied that a number 
Df people in outside districts are glad to get 
even the outside walls. 

The SECRETARY FOR PtrBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
That is so. Their residences are not lined. 

[11ft·. Swayne. 

J\Ir. WIKSTASLEY: Nine-tenths of the 
rbidences in the countrv district5 are not 
lined. and many of those c·ountrv people have 
11ot the odighte: .. t conception of'a lined walL 
If they have a 1vooden wall they think they 
are well off. :Man,,- of them have iron walls, 
\Yhich are hot in sunnner and cold. in. \Yinte?. 
I think that hem. members opposite ha.-e not 
much to complain of, all things being 
considered. 

Some criticism has been offered in connec­
tion with the pxpenditure of money by the 
Departwent of Public \Yorks, and a com­
plaint 1vas made that this monev is spent 
in the city rather than in the country. As a 
country member, I should take exception if 
I thought that was true, but the population 
havP to be con-.idcred as 1vcll as other 
things. If anyone goes carefully through 
the list published by the Department of 
Public W arks, he will have to admit frankly 
that the work has been honestly and con­
cicleratclv distributed as far as town and 
country 'interests are concerned. Naturally 
larger and more substantial buildings h>tve 
to be erected in town centres. I think that 
the Minister has not only attempted 1o put 
np buildings where they are needed, but he 
has put them up where they are most needed, 
consequently the vote has been expended care­
fully and conscientiously. 

I am glad to say that, while I have not 
got all that I have asked for so far as the 
expenditure of money in my electorate is 
concerne-d. I ha Ye secured some things. In 
mY electorate, as in others, there are numer· 
ous requests and also some complaints about 
not receiving what is asked for, but I think 
that he is an exceptionally fortunate member 
who gets all he asks for. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

J\fr. WINSTANLEY: We do not get that 
either in or out of politics, and it would not 
be good for us if we did. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: We 
would become too selfish. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I am confident that 
the Minister would have been willing to 
spend more than he did if the TreasHrer had 
been prepared to give the money to him. 
In mv electorate there are buildings which 
need a coat of paint, but I have no hesitation 
in saying that the Minister knows the val':'e 
of a coat of paint as well as anyone else tn 
this Chamber. He knows that it is false 
rconomy to spoil the ship for "' coat of tar. 
But in our own caoos when we own houses 
there are times when we cannot spare the 
money to paint those houses, and the cost of 
doing so is subsequently increased. Other 
expenses have to be met; we cannot de> 
without our tucker or our clothes in order 
to paint the house, and the Minister finds 
himself in a similar position. I am sure that, 
if the monev were a.vailable, he would be 
quite willing' to spend it not only in putting 
up buildings but in keeping them in excellent 
repair. When you have tho buildings up, 
it is a sad thing to see them going into 
disrepair and depreciating for want of a. 
coat of paint. (Hear, hear!) 

A good deal has been said from time to 
time on the question of clay labour versus 
contract. The instances which the hon. mem· 
ber for Mirani has trotted out have practi­
cally no bearing whatever on t!'e su?ject, for 
the simp1 e reason that occupations like cane-
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cutting and shearing are not a fair com­
parison with work which the Department of 
Public \Yorks has to do. That department 
has to pay some regard to quality as well as 
quantity. I do not think this applies tD all 
contracts, but everybody >vho has been in 
the trade knows that some contractors, when 
they get a chance. point and scamp the work. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. WI)JS'l'AC\LEY : I have heard con­
tractors say that no matter how gDod the 
impector put upon the job may be thi?y will 
get the better of him. I am quite sure some 
of them lay themselves out to beat the 
inspector. I know of cases where cDntractors 
using English Portland cement have had a 
few empty Portland cement cases in their 

.Yard. That Portland cement cost them 21s. 
a cask and they have bought German cement 
at 15s. or 16s. a cask, emptied the cheaper 
cement into the Portland cement casks and 
used it in their contracts. 

Mr. KEt.so : \V as that done on any of the 
public buildings constructed undBr contract? 

Mr. WIKSTAKLEY: Yes. 
Mr. KELSO: That is a libel on the officers 

.i.n charge. 

Mr. \YINSTANLEY: I have seen an 
inspector cond.emn bricks that it was pro­
.posed to use in a public building, and, while 
he was away, those bricks were put into the 
wall of the building. I know of a building 
in the North constructed when things were 
slack in the city by a Brisbane contractor, 
-who undercut the local men. That builder 
put bricks that had been manufactured 
locally into that building, and, if they had 
not been cemented on the outside wall, I 
guarantee the building would have tumbled 
down. Those bricks came from only about a. 
mile and a-half away, and there was a 
'barrow-loa.d of dust in every dray after the 
bricks had been taken out. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Someone else beside the oon­
tractor was not playing the game. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: That may be. It 
'Only goes to show that somebody else can be 
got at. I know that this occurred, because 
I was one who had to suffer through that 
kind of thing. The same type of work has 
been done over and over again. I have 
known people contracting for work who, 
when the inspector has turned his back, 
have dumped big lumps of rock into the con­
·~rete foundations of the building and covered 
them over before the inspector came back. 
If work is scarce, contractors cut prices 
down to the very bone and make their profit 
by scamping the work and by extras. Con­
tractors put their heads together and fix their 
pricBs before submitting tenders when work 
is plentiful. Many of them do that kind of 
thing. 

']_'here is also this aspect of the que;;ti:m to 
be CDnsidered-that, when work is clone by 
the Government under the day-labour system, 
i~ere is no inducement for anybody to slum 
l11s work and the Government get ·'· good 
substantial job done. A good many o£ the 
ctatements that are made from time to time 
.about >rorkmen not doing a fair thing are 
11ot true. I know there are some contractors 
who, when they g··\ a job and pay day 
\vages, 'vant the last ounce of C'nerg.\r ..-,_.nd 
tl:e last drop of blood out of the men before 
they get away from the job at night. That 

is not fair to the men anv more than it is 
b ir to the people. It has· been poinh'd out 
h.~ready w.hat the contractors in tl!,!' first place 
<lld for tlw Metropolitan \Vater Supplv and 
Sewerage Board. · 

Reference ha.s bce:J made to the question 
cf whether public works should be buil<· out 
of loan or out of reYPnnc. In days gone by, 
although the bulk of the public 11·orks were 
suppoocd to be built out of loan. wh,' n there 
"\:a.s any idea that there was going to be a 
curplns which would hcwc to go to the 
PL!blic Debt Reduction Fund. cenain public 
>h,rks >Yere built out of revenue in.tcacl of 
out of loan. That h 1 ppenecl on more than 
hro oc~asicns. It \Ya..s not that the Govern­
ll1~nt \Yanted to pay for those \vork3 out of 
ren'llne. but because the.- did nol: want the 
surplus to go to to the Public Debt Reduction 
Fund. 

'l'he hon. member for Murilla made the 
most illogical speech of any member on the 
other side of the House, for the simple 
neason that on the one hand he condemned 
the Government for the monev thcv were 
spending on public works and ;:,n th~ other 
hand he condemned them because the-" were 
n.ot spending sufficient. That hon. r,;cmber 
had something to say about 6e completion 
of the Treasury block at the corner of Queen 
and George streets. If the Government do 
t:.)t set a good example in connection with 
the architecture of the buildings in the capital 
city in which all th8 administrative build­
ings are located, I do not know who is going 
tD do it. I am one of those who think that 
~he architecture of a city has a great 
mfluence on the people who live in the city 
and 0n those who visit the city. It strikes me 
that in days gone by the architects who 
de~igned a great mam· of our public build­
ings were anything but" what they should have 
been. Anyone who looks at the court-houses 
and other public buildings, particularly out­
side Brisbane. would imagine that he was in 
Holland and not in a tropical country. Look 
at the buildings in the country districts in 
Queensland; they are solid, squat, square 
buildings. with no pretence at architecture 
about them. They are stupidly solid and there 
is nothing elevating, nothing uplifting, and 
nothing inspiring about them. John Ru8kin, 
who was an authority on this subject, said 
that be would prefer to live in a cottage and 
have Warwick Castle to wonder at than live 
in Warwick Castle and have nothing to 
wcnder at. The influence which fine archi­
tecture and splendid public buildings has 
on the minds of the people who live near 
them and see them occasionally is perhaps 
more than we imagine. I am sure that 
a.nybody who walk.< along .a street like 
Collins street, in Melbourne, and loob at 
the fine buildings in that etre8t cannot but 
be influenced to SDme extent and uplifted 
and inspired by the splendid architecture of 
some of those buildings. You would think 
they were cathedrals in the first instance, 
but, when vou come to look at them vou 
t[nd thcv are mercantile' houses. insura"nco 
building~. or something of t.hat sort. It is 
a very fine thing for the Government, if they 
t ,m manage it, to put up decent public build­
ings in the upital city. One must also 
remember that these bnildings are being 
put up not merely for ornament, but thac 
there is a utilitv side to them. It is a.n 
infinitely better t"hin!r for the GoYcrnment to 
hwe bt1ilding' of ·their own than to bo 
renting build.ings all over the place. Tho 

Mr. Winstanley.} 
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Government are to be commcndcd fo! corn· 
plcting the Treasury Buildings block at the 
corner of Queen and Gcorge streeb. 

Mr. KELSO: Do ..-ou biamc the Toric' for 
the old 'tyle of bu{ldings that you complain 
of'! 

Mr. \VIXSTA::\'LEY: Whom dse can I 
Uctme? They put them up. 

Mr. Knso: Did tiwy not have architects 
i r1 those days? 

Mr. "VYIXSTA?\LEY: They controlled the 
Dccpartment of Public VVorks. 

:VIr. KELSO : Thev did not instruct the 
officers as to what sort of architecture they 
desired. 

:VIr. WIXSTAXLEY: If thev did not do 
it, they should have done it. ·The Gm·ern­
ment are not doing their duty if they do not 
instruct the officers of the department as to 
what kind of buildings they want. 

Mr. KELSO: I do not think members of 
the Government claim to be architects. 

Mr. \VI='\STANLEY: The Government 
ought to secure all the land in Gem·gce street 
and William street from Parliament House 
w Queen street, so that the public buildings 
may be concentrated in one part of the city. 
If this were done, it would be of considerable 
advantage from an architectural point of 
view, and would be much more convenie:c1t to 
the public. The Department of Public Works 
is to be commended for the work it has done, 
and I want to give my meed of praise for the 
courtesy and consideration which all the 
officers of the department have extended to 
me w.henever I have gone to thEln. \Vhile 
they have not given me all I have asked for, 
t1.le probability is they have given me just 
about my share consJ<d••ring all the other 
demands made upon them. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Wi1cdsor): I ecr:ainly 
think that the Department of Publiu Works 
has done very excellent work in connection 
with the works carried out by that c!Ppart­
m~nt £or a number of years past. I do not 
know where the buildings referred to by the 
lwn. member for Queenton are to be found. 
vr e have only to take the Parliamentary 
Building. the Executive Building. the Trea· 
sm·y Buildings, and the Insurance Building; 
these buildings arc a credit to rho m•en who 
d"signcd them and to the men who carried 
o•!t the work. I do not care whether you go 
to Collins street, :Melbourne, or an:· other 
sued, you will sec no better buildings than 
'" e to be found in Brisbane. If you go to 
Sydney, you will find the buildings there 
w:th stucco stuck on top of them. 01nd this 
is a refug'~' for all the pigeons in Sydney. 
Yon find the public buildim;s dmYn there 
C'" ered from ton to bottom with the excrda 
of binls. Take _.rhe Insurance Building here. 
':ll1~1·e is no refuge on tha.t building foT a 
sparrow, and '1 very beautiful building it is. 
Tt is the same witle most of our public 
huiklings in Queensland. I certain!·: think 
1he,~ are a credit to the men who dE·signed 
then.., and the men \vho carried out the \\ork. 
Coilins btreet, Melb,.mrnc, cannot tectch us 
very much in connection with public build­
ing". Most of the buildings there arc only 
brick coated with plaster, but here we have 
some very excellent structures of freestone­
•tone of a character of which Queensland has 
every reason to be proud. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: The 
Executive Buildings will compare favourably 
with anything in Australia. 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

:\lr. TA YLOR : And there is no ParlianJont 
House in Australia equal to the Qncens:and 
Parlian1ent House, both as to '..:onvenience 
and eYerything else u,ssociatod with it. 

Reference has been made during the com·se 
of this debate to the amount spent on build­
ings in the city of Brisbane and the amount 
spent on buildings in the country. I claim 
tbat I haYe as n1uch desire as anv 1ncm.ber 
in this Chamber to sec tl1at countrv intc,·ests 
;,;et ,a fair deal and a square " go:" In the 
l'<•pvrt of the Department of Public \Vorks 
for the past year it is stated that £84,000 was 
spent on school buildings in the country and· 
a bout £11,000 or £12,000 on <l<:hool buildings 
in the city. Surely in the face of those 
lipues country hon. members cannot say 
that all the money is being spent in the city. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS : As we 
want new schools in the country they have 
to be built. 

l\1r. TA YLOR: It is not a fair thing for 
hon. members to get up in this Chamber and 
say that everything is done for Queen street 
and the citv. ::\'o matter what Government 
was in pmvcr it would be committin!5 politi­
,,a] suicide if it ignored the country mterests. 
and ncg·locted the building of schools 
urgently required in the country. In my 
electorate there are two beautiful State 
schools. and \ve only had £50 spent on them 
last year, so that no one can say that the 
\Vindsor electorate gets a large amount of 
money in connection with the expenditure 
on schools. The report of the Department 
of Public \Vorks contains a list showing the 
amount of money which has been spent in 
the country and in Brisbane respectively on 
public buildings. While there has been con­
siderably more spent in Brisbane on publio· 
buildings, anyone who reaas the report 
impartially cannot but admit that the ~oun­
trv has had its fair share of expend1ture, 
es)Jecially \vhon you realise that qui.te a lot 
of the expenditure which has been mourred 
in the citv of BrisbanE' is in the country 
interests. · \Yhat are the Hamilton Cold 
Stores for' I have nothing to put in them. 
I have an ice chest at home for butter ,and 
milk. The Hamilton Cold Stgres are not 
built specia1ly for the people of Brisbane. 
Thev are hnilt for the primary producers of 
OuE';'nsland i.n order that the perishable pro­
clucts which they arc sending to Brisbane· 
may be stored there and brought out when 
the markets are favourable, or wait untii 
the time arrives when the.,- can be put on 
board a shin and taken overseas to be •old. 
l do not think the countrY districts have 
much to complain of in rerrard to unfair 
treatnwnt 0ither under this Government or 
previous Govcrnn1cnts. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKR: I\o 
GoYernment would do an injustice to any 
section of the c,1mmunity. 

:\Ir. TAYLOR: On going through the 
Tc'1ovt I find that there arc scH'ral branches 
nn'rlc-r the control of the Department of 
Public '"''orb. I \wuld like to get ~ome 
information ,from th<' :\Iinister when :J1e 
replies in connection "·ith a question which 
was asked bv the hon. member for Cooroora 
a few clays· ago with regard to the Unem­
plovmcnt · Insurance Fund. The J\I~nister 
rcnlied that the employers hav-e contnbuted: 
£33,701 3•. Se! .. the employees £33 .. 701 3s. 
8d .. and the State £15,000. Section 5, sub­
section (7), of the Act provides-

" A contribution shall be made in each 



Supply. [5 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1477 

year to the fund out of moneys prm·ided 
by Parliament for the purpose, and the 
sums to be contributed in anv vear 
shall be paid in such manner and 'at such 
times as the Minister may determine." 

'Subsection (8) states-
" Save as is hereinafter provided the 

total e>f the contributions to be made 
by workers and the total of the contri­
butions to be made by employers and 
the total contributions by the State shall 
be of equal amount, so that workers, 
employers. and the State shall each con­
tribute 0ne-third part of the fund." 

As I have said, the employers have con­
tributed £33.700, the employees £33,700, and 
the State £15.000. but I do not see any 
provision for payment of the extra amount 
which is required to make the State's con­
tribution the same as that of the other 
contributors. 

The SECRETARY FOR PT:BLIC \YORKS: That 
will be provided in the Supplementary 
Estimates. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Thank you. The report 
of the department states-

" The building programme during the 
year has been of the heaviest during 
the history of the department. Opera­
tions were hampered considerably owing 
to difficulty in procuring building 
materials, and to the acute shortage of 
skilled labour occasioned bY the heaYv 
demands of pri\·ate builders. engaged o;, 
outside works." 

I tako it that that is a fairlv· healthv con­
dition of affairs, and it is n'ot pecu!1ar to 
Queensland, as I understand that the same 
difficulty· probably is being experienced in 
most of the large cities of the Common­
wealth. Ho"·ewr. it is plea,sing to know 
that conditions ha;-e improved somewhat of 
late, and that the delay which has occurred 
through th•, conditions referred to will be 
obviated to a very large extent in the 
'future. 

There is a reference in the report to 
maternity wards at country hospitals and 
·bab! clinics, which commend themselYes to 
evervone in this Chamber. This is work 
whi~h should han' bePn carried out quite a 
lonf( time ago. However, it is satisfactory 
to know that at this particular time the 
!'.eed for the erection of thesP buildings has 
been recognispd and the 'york is being carried 
out. 

I \vish to refer to the \York0rs' Dwellings 
Branch. The people of this State are t0 
be congratulated on the wonderful success 
Df thE> \Yorkcrs' Dwellings Act. The report 
issued by the State Advances Corporation. 
which is under the control of the Depart­
·rnent of Public \Yorks. gives son1e relnark­
able figures in rogard to the working of the 
Act. It states that the Act was introduced 
in 1910. The value of buildinr>;s approved 
to 30th June. 192:3. was £3.264,619. The 
total ach·ances to the same date amount<•d 
to £2.796.955. The total assistance asl<ed fo1: 
in the 1.121 applications dealt with during 
the year amounted to £559,393, and approval 
was given to 754 applications. amounting to 
£350.865. Only six applications were refused, 
and 106 were withdrawn, leaving 255 appli­
cations awaitinr>; consideration. The total 
applications received for the vear, 1.121. 
were considerably more than for" any period 

since 1916-1917. The average amount applied 
for "· 1s £499, and the average perccntagt· 
approved was 67.26 p<'r cent. The total 
instalments paid during the year amount<:>d 
to £284.634. As I have said. thfl total 
amount advanced since th12 inception of 
the \Yorkers' Dwellings Act amounts to 
£2.796.955. and the securitv value of these 
chvPlling·s amounts to £4.014.091. The total 
indebtedness of borrowers at the end of the 
last financial vear amounted to £1.352.459 
in respect of ·5,337 dwellings. The interest 
arrears-and this is the point I wish to draw 
special attention to-at the end of the :-·ear 
onlv amounted to £409. Bv 31st August last. 
further amounts had been 'received. reducing 
the arrears to £56. showing a very healthy 
state of affairs. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \VORKS: Very 
satisfactorv. In connection with the vVar 
Service Homes in Queensland there is a 
deficiency of £16,000. 

::\lr. TAYLOR: At 30th June. 1923. the 
combined amount of arrears for interest and 
redemption in connection "·ith this large 
amount of money amounted to £2.290, and 
by 31st August· last paymPnts had been 
~nade w-hich reduced the arnour..~ to 
£~56. Houses to the number of 9.0SE hav<' 
been completed since the Board commenced 
operation'- in 1910. and up to 30th June 
last onh- 281 had been taken possession of. 
Of thcsC. onlv two were taken nossession of 
in the last' financial vear. Of the total 
number Df foreclosures seventv-four were 
re~lised without loss. and there were only 
thirteen dwellings at the close of 1922. and 
at the present time only tweh-e in pos~ession 
of the department. From the mceptwn of 
the \Yorkec·s' Dwellings Board in 1910 up 
to the clme of 1919 'the lo<,es written off 
rtmonnted to £476. of which amQunt £446 
was the result of the flood and cyclone in 
Rockhampton in 1918. The report furnishes 
a very interesting comparison of the 
increa>ccl cDst or builrlinf': sinee 1910. The 
rota1 numbrr of C'omnleter1 hon'-E'S since the 
Act came into operation is 9.055. The. tot a I 
numb0r of houses which have been pa1d off 
is 3.796. or m'arlc· 300 a year. and thP total 
number in course of payment is 5.259. 

The SECR8TARY FOR PT:BLIC \Yom~s · As a 
matter of fact. the averag_·e tip1E' taken tD 
pac' off the indebtedness is only twelve and 
a-half years. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It is very gratifying _to 
know that the Act has proved so benefioal 
in the interests of the workers 0f Queens­
land. Several other reports come along to 
us of the work of the department. 'fhere is 
<'lle from the Chief Inspector of J\I,chmery 
and Scaffolding. 1\Ir. Henderson. which is 

another 1nost satisfactor~- account 
[5 p.m.] of the 0 ear's \vork. I~ . shm1:s 

that verc- close supernswn ~' 
being exercised over 'machinery anrl scaffold­
ing. as is !Woved by the very snnll numh.::r 
of a.ccidents which have taken place. It IS 

pointed out that in some instances those 
accidents are due-I would not say to car<:'­
lesBness or neglect-but to the fact. perhaps, 
that the men have become so accustDmed to 
their work that they do not take the precau­
tions which thev should takP, and as a 
r,•sult a.ccidents happen. 

Then we haYe the report of the Chief 
Inspector of Factories and Shops. which 
covers the whole of Queensland. and the 
report on the operations of the \V orkers' 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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Accommodation Act, which affects particu­
larly the shearers in the \Yest and the 
sugitr-\vorkcn:, IL is pleasing to knoiv that 
the reports, by and jaro;e, go to show that 
those who ha.Ye to comply with the Act are 
with very few exccpiions doing their utmost 
to see that it is carried out fairlv and well. 
There are cases where leniencY- has to be 
shown, Hnd where it can be demonstrated 
that lcniencv i;;J necessary it is being 
extended. -

I am not going to ge~ on to t.hc question 
of day labour, except to say that there is no 
rea6on why dav labour should not b£' as 
good as contract labour. Th•' whole thing 
rests on the administration and supervision. 

GOYERX11ENT i'.IEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. TAYLOR: The whole thimr rests 

entirely there, and, pro.-ided proper sun~r­
vision is exercised, there is no doubt what­
eYer but that da v labour should show a 
saving in· the carrying out of public works. 

Lately a Stato Stores Board has been 
brought into existence for the purpose of 
purchasing material necessary for the various 
Government departments. If the men who 
arc running that Board in the interc'sh; of 
thP Department of Public Works, the Home 
Department, and other departments know 
their business and do their work. lhev can 
save this State in the purc,hase of material­
not thousands of pounds but tens of thon'ands 
of pounds annuallv. There is a tremendous 
amount of good to' be clone by the operations 
of that actirity if the men who are appointed 
know their business and are a!lo,·ed to carry 
it out. I always say, when you find Yon 
haYC' a good rnan, let him alone. He \vill 
work it out all right. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR Pc.·BLIC \YoRKS: You 
want a man with plenly of initiati,··c and 
not too much referendum. 

Mr. TA YLOR: That is so. Let tho 
members of the Board have their hc,tds and 
I am satisfied that the saving to the State 
in the cour6e of a year will amount to tens 
·of thousands of pour• ds. 

The SECHETARY FOR FCBLIC \YORKS 
(Hon. \Y. Forgan Smith, Jlacka1!): Some 
hem. members have asked for information. 
and there are points in th(• speeches of 
others to w.hich I would like to reply. The 
first matter of which I would like to make 
mention is the complaint of some hon. 
m<'mbers about the disparity "·hich they 
alleg·e exists between the attention given to 
the t-owns a.nd that bC'stowed upon the 
country. I agree with the leader of th'l 
Orposition that to take np thrrt altitude 
of mind iR to show verv little discernmellt 
or sense of equity. becat!se, after all is said 
and done, it is the duty of every GcJV~rn­
ment to se>' to it that the people in the 
various parts of tlw State are catered for 
with regard to education and other reqnire­
lllf'nts which are filled bv the Government. 
Th0 speeches of the hen. lnember for JI.Iirani 
and the hon. member for :\'an an go \muld 
lead OIP to belieYe that everything wrrs done 
in Brisbane and nothing in the country. 

1\Ir. SWAY:-;E: I di'! not say tho.t. 

The SECRETARY .FOR P'CBLIC \YORKS: 
The fact' are that of thirtv-one school build­
ings which haY€ been erected during- the 
year or which arc in th·~· c.ourse of cr0ciion 
all arc in the country. Of the total, 
t\vcnt:v-onc han• been complPted and ten 
\vill be completed •dtortly. Of the money 

[.Mr. Taylor. 

spent upon additions and alterations to 
school buildings and other buildings, £11,8~3, 
has been spent in Brisbane and £84,376. m 
the country. That €haws that the contentiOn 
1hat the country is being neg~ecte~ is. only 
a chimer a of their own sor-dtd tmagma tlons. 

The hon. member for Nundah made cer-~ 
tain references to the building of what is 
now known as the State Insurance Building. 
It. was originally erected for the State 
Government Savings Bank, but was taken. 
over bv the Commonwealth Bank 'as a result 
of the" a.greement between the State and the 
Common wealth Bank and then repurchased 
by the State at a cost of £150,000, the 
iJ'tyment of which is to be made in fo~r equal' 
a;mual instalments, whic.h are provided for 
in the votes of my department. The hen. 
member for Nundah spoke with all the airy 
assurance of those who lack wisdom and know­
ledge. Had he had _wisd?m,_ he would _have 
taken notice of the mterjectwn by \YhiCh I 
tried to put him right and would not have 
fallen into the mistakes which he made. If 
" Hansard " is looked up, it will be found: 
that the hen. member 'aid first of all that, 
when the figures for the fo_uncla tions ~ere 
taken out tbe day labour estimate was mor­
dinately high, and that contractors beat the 
,;a v la bom· staff all h pteces. The facts are 
th1it G. A. Baumber beat the Day Labour 
Department by £40 in a job which it esti­
mated to cost £6.189 14s. 9d.. his tender 
br,ing £6,149. If the hon. n;ember gets at;t~ 
satisfaction out of that, he IS entitled to It. 
The tenders for that work ranged from 
£6.149 of ;\h·. Baumber to £8,245 of :".Ir. 
Thon1as I(ccnan, and the tender of tho Day 
Letbour Depar'tment was the second lowest. 
:\ ow we come to the superstructure, in regctrd 
to which the hen. member fell into grim·ous 
error. 

YJ:r. Ii:ELSO : He is quite willing to admit 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORR:S: 
1:[0 said that a deputation of master builders 
'" aited upon Mr. Theodore. then S,ecretary 
fr·r Public \Vorks and now Premier, and. 
a;;ked that the 1vork be done by contract, 
and he alleged that }lr. Theodore said that 
hi~ policy was to carry out. the work. by day 
lo hour and by dav labour It was earned out. 
'l'hose 'are the statements made by the hon. 
member and if he desires to challenge them, 
I will 'quot~ tlwm from "Hansard "- I 
have merely given the effect of them. As a 
matter of fact, tenden were called. The Day 
L'1bour Department put in a sealed tender, 
\'".hich was handed to l\Ir. Fowles, who was 
at that time the 'Cnder Secretary to the 
Treasurer, and was opened at the same time 
as the tenders of private eontractors. The 
tender of the Day Labour Department was-

£107,732 for "A" job. 
£98,509 for "B" job. 

Alternative tenders were called for a. building 
of-seven 5tories or eight stories respe•,tively, 
a.nd the eight-story building was finally 
"'1opted. The next tender was that of James. 
:i\Iason and Sons-

£113,567 17s. 7d. for " A " job, 
or a difference in faYour of the Day Le.bour 
Department of £5,835 17s. 7d. 

Th.c tc•nder bv the Construction Branch was 
even less than that. At the time, ~Ir. Quinn, 
the present 'C nder Secretary, was in charge 
of th·· Construction Bra.ncil, and he jt \Vas 
wh'J ver;· careful!} prepar.'d the estimatr· 
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for the Public \Vorks Department. Ho went 
into the thing so fully that, had tho ).1iniste>: 
of th.lt day decided tc do the work bv dav 
lahour and had cab:(·s been sent to England, 
the noaterial would have been shipped 
straight away, and no delay would have taken 
place in the erection of the building, and, 
consequently, the losses that were later on 
incurred by the contractor would not haye 
been incurred. That is the position. The 
then Under Secretary, :\lr. Brady, added 
5 per cent. to :Ylr. Quinn's tender, making it 
still £5,835 lower than the lowest tender 
from a contractor. That is entireh· different 
from the suggestion made by the hon. mem­
ber for ::\'undah. The deputation that was 
held was a deputation-not to the present 
Premier but to the hen. member for Wynnum 
-from the Master Builders' Association, who 
waited on him and asked that tenders should 
be invited. 

::\1r. KELSO: Did I not say that? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Many things were said against the day labour 
policy. The hon. member for \V Ynnum in 
his reply is reported inter alia to haYo said-

" They had reminded him of the high 
cost in X ew South \Vales of some of tho 
work recently carried out in that State, 
but there were no such figures available in 
connection with this department. So far 
as he knew there wa•' no such thing in 
existence as the Government stroke. Ho 
qt<otcd a few ca"es to support his view. 
On the new refreshment-rooms in the 
Gardens, though the work had been 
increased on the original plan bv £200, 
tbey had still saYed £270. In th~ Lands 
Department job the lowest tender was 
.£-134, but they carried out the work for 
£286. In the Geological Branch thev 
saved £234 on a job as compared to tl1e 
]m, est tender. 

" It had been said that in these works 
no charge was made for the work of 
officers engaged, but that \Yes not so. 
Everything \vas properly apportioned. 

" Something had also been said about 
work at Goodna, which was being carried 
out by day labour, but they would save 

Jobs. I Lowest 

I 
Tenderer. 

Goodna-Two new Wards, Nos.l and 21 G. Baumber 

Goodna-New \Yard, No. 8 .. .. A. Keddle 

Rockhampton-Technical College .. J, Doyle 

Rockharnpton-Savings Bank .. J. G. Hobbs 

Babinda-State Hotel .. .. I W, Kerr 

Ipswich-Hospital for Insane .. I A. Keddie 

Totals .. .. I .. 
---·----

Mr. KELSO: Tenders were called in every 
case? 

Tbe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Yes. 

Mr. KELSO : Now give us some of the losses. 

wmothing like £9,000 on the job. If 
they thought the specifications were not 
adhered to, he would be glad to drive 
a part:· of them out to inspect it. 

" It was only fair to the officers to say 
that many thousands of pounds had been_ 
saved by the system at present in force. 

" Ono big work had been mentioned) 
which he would refer to. That was the 
Rockhampton Technical College. The. 
estimate was £12.753, and the lowest 
tender £15,703, and it was expected that 
fully £3,000 would be saved on those 
figures. 

" At Goodna, the estimate for one ward< 
\YaS £16,621 and the lowest tender £20,799, 
and they expected to considerably cut 
under the estimate. He promised to. 
fullv consider their request to call tendero. 
for' the foundations of the Savings Bank 
building." 

The first intel'Yiew with the hen. member for 
\Vynnum was in regard to the foundation. 

)fr. KELSO: Ho did call for tenders? 

ThB SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Yes. \Yith regard to the superstructure, I 
pointed out that tho department's estimate 
was less than the lowest contractor's tender 
by approximately £6,000. 

::Ylr. KELSO: There is no proof that yew 
could have carried it out for that price. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS' 
The contractor has not carried the work out 
at his prir.c. Hon. members will see from 
what I have quoted that the hon. member 
for Xundah "'as all at sea. 

::\11'. KELSO: Xo . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I endeavoured by means of interjections to 
get him on the right track. The facts are 
that under day labour the estimate was 
£6,000 !cos than under the contract system. 
The contract was signed on 29th April, 1915-
twentv-three dan before the general elections. 
The following ·table shows the comparison 
between the price submitted by the lowest 
tendel'er and the actual cost of carrying out 
several "-orks by day labour :-

Price. I Cost. Saving. 
Day Labour, 

£ .. d. £ B • d. £ s. d. .. 41,598 0 0 32,324 9 7 ll,273 10 5 

.. 12,876 0 0 11,085 911 1,790 10 1 

.. 15,703 0 0 12,~39 8 6 3,563 11 6 

.. 5,975 0 0 5,595 17 9 379 2 5 

.. . 7,282 4 g 13,H6 12 e 4,135 12 3 

.. 21,088 12 6 16,748 18 10 4,339 13 8 

£114,522 17 3 91,040 17 1 23,482 0 2 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
A Lcrther interestin"" statement was made· 
the other day, whe; the Premier officially 
opened tho Johnstone RiYer town bri<:lj;;e at 
Innisfail. This steel and concrete bndge,. 
oosting £32,000, is one of tho largest traffio 

IIon. W. Forgan Smith..] 
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tbridgcs in Australia. In the construction of 
that bridge, HO tons of steel and 360 tons of 

.cement were used. The greatest depth of a 
pier is 72 feet. At the ceremony the chair­
man of the Shire Council, Mr. L. J. Duffy, 
in asking the Premier to declare the bridge 
·Open for traffic, stated that the bridge was 
built by dav labour at a saving of .£8,000, 
as against the lmvest tender rccch·ed. 

The hon. member for Kundah then went on 
to attack the workers employed by the 
·Government. His suggestion was that the 
workmen employed by the State Departments 
went slow on the job, and as a result exces· 
sive costs were built up. He mentioned a 
case that he alleges occurred in connection 
with certain railway construction, but he 
never gave any particulars of the case .. If 
any hon. member has proof of such a thmg 
taking place in the department, and he brings 
me evidence of it, I will have the fullest 
possible investigation, and, if the facts are 
as alleged by the hon. member, the people 
responsible will be dealt with. It is all verv 
well to get up in this Chamber and state a 
hypothetical case that "So and so told me 
that somebody told my brothor-in-law',c aunt's 
"ister that so and so's nephew did so and 
so." That is the kind of evidence that is 
·put forward in this Chamber with regard to 
alleged going slow on the job. The leader 
of the Opposition summed up the situation 
in an entirelv sane and satisfactorv wav. 
He said that clay labour, under prope; supe"r­
vision and control, must at all times be satis· 
factory. In that connection I wish to quote 
from a statement made in the London 
" Times " by Sir Vi'illiam Beach Thomas, 
in an article entitled "Australia to·day "-

" At Bundaberg (Q.), where I had 
stopped a day or two, I saw immensely 
heavy crops of sugar growi.ng in what 
seemed to me a temperate zone. The 
cane was being cut by an amazingly 
athletic group of men who, I fancy, 
along with fellow.workers on and about 
this coast, have the distinction of being 
the only white men in the \vorld engaged 
in this occupation. Incidentally, it may 
Le worth saying that on these sugar fields, 
as later in the shearing sheds beyond 
Blackall (the terminus of the ' Turkey 
Express ), rnoro effective energy 'vas 
being exercised, per man per 1ninute, 
than I ever saw before. Kewspapers and 
talkers had succeeded in creating the 
impression that, generally speaking, work 
was at a standstill owing to a prevailing 
habit of going slow, of striking ' on the 
job ' or off the job. It y, as m;: particular 
good fortune to seE> work of a really 
athletic or gymnastic quality, perform· 
ances that might quite fitly be compar0cl 
with the forceful energy of Patterson on 
the lawn tennis court. It is at least a 
cnrious t:omn1ent on modern ch-ilisation 
that all the world should talk with 
admiration of the game-player, and no 
<:>ne at all of the shearer who wa' keeping 
u:) an average of 214 sheep a day. It 
recalls the comment of the gr0at historian 
Thucydi·des, who recorded that the vic­
torious General Brasidas was acclaimed 
by the people ' almost as if he were an 
athlete.' \Yhat a land Australia would 
be, even with its tiny handful of men 
and women. if those reputations of 
Patterson and the shearer were re­
Ycrsed !'' 

'Sir \Yilliam Beach Thomas, a visitor from 
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overseas. made those comments about the 
~\nstralian workmen and spoke of them in 
the highest possible terms of pra_ise. He 
further pointed out that for sernces well 
r~rformed and ·work well done, no m~tter 
in what sphere of industry, men are entnled 
to the praise and esteem of the commtmity. 
l'vluch better results would be obtained in 
the communitv if the wDl'kmen in An;Halia 
\Ycre enC'onraired instead of, by innuen~oes. 
having slanders cast at them by th" .Lory 
speakers in this Hons~ and the Tory Press. 
GOI'ERN~IENT MEliiBERS: Hear, hear: 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 
I come now to the statements made by the 
hem member for l\iurilla. There are nu·ious 
for~s of argument sometimes used in this 
House and b,· different parties in this House, 
but the Country party haY_e become notor!ous 
for their method of criticism of wha.t tmgM 
be called "the lie by under-statement." 
Thev seize on a clause in a cDmponnd sen­
h·nc'e anci quote it as if it contained all the 
fr.cts bearing on the Bituation, It thPn goes 
forth to the world that so·and-so is a fact 
in accordance with their quotation of a pntial 
statement. The hon. member for l\lurilla, 
speaking on the report of Mr. Smith .. the 
manager of the State Advances Corporatwn, 
gave thl.s quotation irom it-

" The difference between the total 
amount approved and the amount octu: 
ally paid is accounted for by contract 
price> being less than a.pprove 1 e>b­
mates,"--

Then he went on to build up an argument 
that a vast sum of money had Leen sa,·ed 
bv the result of carrying out the work by 
ccntract, and the whole of that monev was 
" saving on the estimates of the dopartm•ent. 
Now. there is a. comma where the hon. 
PJember left off, and the manager r;oes on 
to sa.-.--

"" together with the amount of applica· 
tions approved and not taken llJ'? ancl 
the portion of loam not yet pai<l on 
houses uncom1;}eted at the close pf the 
financtal yea.r. 

It will be noticed that there is a vast differ­
ence between the whole statement and the 
portion of it quoted Ly th_e hon .. member for 
l\1urilla. I contend that IS a misrepres~nta­
t.wn of the true position. and. in fact .. an 
endeavour to mislead the House and, through 
tho House. the people of the State. The 
},on. men1ber's staten1ent was seized upon 
l'v the Prees and pu':>lishc-d all over Quc-en'­
h;nd. 'I'hc true quotation reads-

" The difference between the total 
amount approved and the amount actu­
ally paid is accounted for by c.mtrnct 
price'' being less than approved es'''mfl:tc.s, 
together with the amount of apphc:ttiOns 
approved and not taken up. and the 
portion of loans not yet pard on hou;cs 
uncompleted at the cloBe of the financra! 
::ear." 

The hvo factors discarded by th,, hon. 
member for l\Iurilla account for the maJOr 
nortion of the £500.000. For the year ended 
30th June, 1923, the amount of advances 
approved, hut not yet paid on uncompleted 
houses, amounted to £69,440, and the amount 
of advanc<' a.pprovcd, but not taken up, 
amounted to £70,306. This item alone, on 
the same ratio per year, for the year men. 
iioned would aggregate £913.978. or double 
the amount mention£d in the report. md1· 
c~Lting clearly that it \vas not a saYin~ owing 
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to the work being done under contr,td. but 
from a,mounts approved but not taken up. 

'Those arc the facts of the position c.nd 1h~y 
are entirely different from what the hon. 
r.1ember sought to convey to this House. 
The department, as pointed out bv the hon. 
member for \Vindsor, is one wh{ch carries 
cut a, verv useful h;nction. \Ye all know 
that the \Yorkers' Dwellings Department has 
,bcen cminentlv successful. Tt has nrovided 
a large numbe~· of good homes for th'e people 
and will continue to do so. The finances 

,of tha,t department are in a sound condition, 
whiPh gives me satisfaction. and 1he manilge­
ment under Mr. Smith i;; all that can be 
, desired, 

The hon. member for 1\'indsor asked for 
some information with regard to the Unem­
plo:;ed Workers' Insurance Act. He will find 
'that subsection (8) of section 5 reads-

" Save as is hereinaftet' prOI'ided tlw 
total of the contributions to be ma,dc bv 
workers and the total of the contribl~­
tions to be mad2 by employers and the 
total contributions by the State shall be 
of equal amount, so that workers, 
employer&, and the State shall each con­
tribute one-third part of the funds." 

" Save as is hNeina,fter provided'' are the 
important words to remember. Section 8 
,states-

" There is hereby appropriated ont of 
the Consolidated ReYenue. as and bv wav 
of grant to the fund, the sum of £,15.000 
for the financial year ending the 30th 
June, 1923; and the amount of such 
appropriation for ea,eh and everv li'lan­
cial year thereafter shall be rlet;?rrli ned 
as prescribed." 

Hon. W. H. BARXES: \\'hat is the ,tate of 
the fund at present? 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC WORKS: 
vYe are in receipt of an income. roughly 
speakmg, of £18.000 per month. The <>sti­
Jnate·d income for the ensuing- financial vear 
is £250,000. That is quite sa£isfartorY, Thao 
explains the point that the hon. meJ;,ber for 
\Yindsor asked for ;nformation abot~t. The 
statute prm-ides that for the first llnancial 
Jtl'ar the Government should n1ake a grant 
of £15,000. That was done and paid into 
the fund. It is still there. a.nd ''ince the 
commencement of the financial vcar the 
GDvernmcnt have been paving their crmtri· 
butions as proYided bv the ·~1,.ct. 'rhat covers 
ever~ releyant point r:'liscd bY hon. men1bcrs. 
<~nd I think I have 1<i,·en a!!' the informa1ion 
a~kod for, (Hear, htar ~) 

Mr. WEIR (Jlaryborouuh): L'nfortunately, 
on account of some criticism offered bY hon. 
members on the other side of the House, 
members on this side find it necessarv to 
make some attempt to prove that the wo;kers 
in this State haYe not adopted the policy of 
"go slow." It is to be regretted that some 
hon. members opposite-sonw of them new 
members-will persist in this catrh-crv of 
'" go slo\v." ~ 

Mr. FRY: I hope that you do not include 
me. 

can there be on Australian citizens. and 
Queenslanders particularlv, than to be slan· 
dered by men '"ho happen to be in Parlu~­
ment for the time being-perhaps by ace!· 
dent 0 If it were true, I take it that, as 
member' on this side of the House take 
credit for being the leaders .of union thought, 
it would be a b1gger reflect10n on us than on 
the men themselves. The charge is not o!1iy 
untrue but if there is one State in the Cum­
monwe.alth which can throw the lie back ;t is 
this State. The prodLlctivity of the workman 
iP this State is !wad and shoulders a hove 
that of anv other State. Let us examine the 
position at1d see what it means. There are 
other States in the Commonwealth-:'\ ew 
South ·wales. and. particularly recently, Tas­
rrtania-·whose organised industries are yea~s 
ahead of the organised industries in th1s 

State. This is due to two factors 
[5.30 p.m.] -one the age of the industry, 

and the other the up-to-date 
methods which their growth of population 
has allowed them to adopt. Those i'hings are 
r,ot po;sible in some cases in Queensland on 
,;ccount of our small population. In spite o£ 
those handicaps, the authentic records ~f 
"Knibb,, " show that the workman of th1s 
State is better. so far as productivity is 
roncerned. than an,- other workman in the 
Commonwealth-despite the " stinking fish" 
cry of our own people. 

Last vear I used these estimates and 
end ea ,-o{,red to prove to this. House ;vhat I 
am tryin~ to prove this evemng. T~1s year 
I ]mn' again gone to some consl,deraG.Je 
trouble to frame a set of figures ;vh1ch .w1ll 
proYe 1hat this State. far from bemg rumed 
bY the ,vorkers. o11·es more to the worl.;:ers 
f~r its prosperity than to anyone else. and 
that this State is takin'\ more out of the 
worke?s in the matter of industry than any 
other State, I have ~raded these figures 
and }laye f'CgrPgated the ite-n1s. to n1ak~ my 
case clear. into raw materials. fuel and hgh!. 
wag·es. nnd then surplus. The surplus 1s 
wh~t I shall call "swag." The man at the 
top of the pole runs away with all the 
plunder-the "sw,1g." Some belongs to us. 
the ,vorkers, and some to them, but they 
take too much. 

ThP case that I ha Ye built un is based on thP 
No. 15 issue of "Knibbs"-the last that we 
havP. There are some later figures th~t are 
not in this issue, but are in some form 111 the 
Bulletin ::'\o. 92. ,vhich is. unfortunate!:;:: not 
'luite as complete as " Knibhs," \Vhere n has 
been necessarv I have brou~ht my ~gures u~1 
to date by taking the No. ~2 Bulleh.n figure,. 
This is to show that there 1s no desll'e on m~ 
nart to put uD a bogns case, Rather I wan; 
to m·m-c to hon, members that t.hev shoul.''' 
stifle this er~· of "go s]o,v." I thmk there " 
not a man in this House . ,vho !;as .,not ."' 
whole-hearted desire to see mdustnes m th;s 
S'tate beating industries in other States. \'\ e 
know ,vhat successful industr:- means. The 
fee!ino- amongst the people in Thiarvborough 
the other dav 'vhen we received the go~d 
Pews 1hat this State had been succes~ful m 
the tender for the Tully River sugar-m111 was 

Mr. \YEIR: I do not take the ho!L mem· 
ber too seriouslY. It is unfair. in view of 
the statement rP"ad bv the l\Iinister made bY 
a traveller in this "country who was big 
enough to appreciate the fact. to sav that 
there is an~'" "go s1o\v" in this coun~try a~ 
propounded by hon. mc>mbers opposite. The 
Dry is only a bogey. \Yhnt bigger reflection 

remarb ble. Over night it made ht:ndrc-;ls 
of our peo))]e happy for the fir~t tJmc m 
manv months. They had been w1thout any 
prospect of "ork. and now. they have confi­
dence that their job is gomg to last for "' 
couple of years. I think that \Ye 3:11 take a. 
keen interest in wi,,hing that our mdustneii 
~hould do well. 

Mr. Weir.] 
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I a1n n1aking mY case, first of all, on 'vl~at 
industry owes to 'the Queensland worker as 
against '"hat it pays; secondly, on what it 
pays to the worker. 

On page 403 of the Commonwealth " Official 
Year Book," talking now of maxin1un1 out­
put, or-a better term-total production, the 
to~al production per head in the different 
States worked out-

£ 
New South Wales 951 
Queensland 921 
Victoria 753 

showing that the highest figure was in New 
South \Vales, which wao £30 above Queens­
land, but approximately £200 higher than 
ar.y other State. The remainder of the 
States ohow-

South Australia 
Tasmania 
\Vestern Australia 

£ 
735 
699 
672 

I do not propose to weary the House by 
quoting a series of figures; I shall merely 
p;ive the Ci,sentials. Tho latest issue of the 
Bulletin-No. 92-brings those figures up to 
date. I have used it and worked down the 
figures, pr<ning tha i: Queensland ha-; gone 
to the head of the poll, right out of sight, 
instead of being second. The figures show 
Queensland £954, followed by New South 
Wales with £892. This shows that all the 
time our prog1·ess is due to the worker. In 
the last issue of the " Official Year Book ., 
we were second, and now we stand head and 
shoulders abO\-e any other State. 

In my opinion, the total output ic< not the 
best ground for comparison-it is better to 
take productiYity or cost production. But 
I made the preYious comparison at the out­
set to show that OUl' workers arc returning 
a fair thing. 

:B'unher on '"e see in the .growth of total 
~·utput OYer these two periods that Queens­
land has grown by £127 per man, the next 
State being Western Australia with £106, 
<llld so on until we reach Victoria with onh­
£10. This shows that all the time we are 
more than holding our own. Proceeding, 
and dealing with production, we find that 
on page 405 of the " Official Year Book " 
there is a note of special interest, which I 
shall read to show the opinion " Knibbs " 
has on the figures I have given-

" Value of Production of Manufactur­
ing IndustriOli.-The difference between 
the figures given in paragraph 5 and the 
corresponding figures in paragraph 4 
represents the amount added to the value 
of the raw materials by the process of 
manufacture. This is the real measure 
of the value of production of manufac­
turing industries_" 

It is really the added value that I am trving 
to give. The next production value shows 
Queensland with £364 per man, compared 
with New South Wales with £322 per man, 
Victoria with £289 per man, and so on down 
to South Australia with £262 per man. At 
that time we were considerablv ahead. We 
are still growing, anrl are still 'beating other 
States on the productivity basis. The growth 
has been £44 per man in this State as 
a,gaimt the next St8.te, \Yestern Australia, 
with £42, ,and so on to a growth of £8 per 
man in South Australia. 

I contend, and I think rightly, that I can 
very well pass on from those figures, having 

f.Mr. Weir. 

praYed, as I >et out to do. that the nroduc-­
tivitv of the man ;, better in Queensland' 
than' in any other State. 

I am going to giYe further figures to sho\v 
that the working man is putting in better 
serYice in Queensland. and also to show that 
the man on top is still getting a much larger· 
chop out of the " swag" tha,n he shouid. 

[ am now going to compare the cost of 
production with the value of output. Raw 
materials are lower in this State than in 
any other State except \Yestern Australia. 
The cost of fuel and light are less in Queens­
land than in an:7 other State. 

At 5.35 p.m., 
Mr. DvxsTA~ (Gyl'lpic), one of the panel: 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chah·­
man in the chair. 

Mr. \YEIR: On the other hand, unfortu­
natelv, we find our wage<; are the lowest of 
all the States based on the production of 
ihe man. While th8 other essentials, raw• 
materials, fuel, and !ig,ht read-

Per cent. 
Queensland ... , .. 60.51 
New South \Vales .. , 66,09 

and so on, with \Yestern Australia 58.35, 
the lowest. \\'ages are as follows:-

Queensland 
New South Wrrles 
Victoria 

Per cent .. 
16.89 
18.59 
20.17 

and so on, up to \Vestern Aus-
tralia with 25.09 
These figures show we arc not the highesi;· 
by anj" means. Fuel and light figures show­

Per cent. 
Queen6land 
Victoria 
rraBl11ania. 

1.93 
2.06 
2.17 

and so QTI, up to South .Aus~ 
iralia, the highest, with ... 3.15 
Those factors haYe a m:ttcrial effect on tho­
cost of prorlnction, and I contend that we, 
are not having a fair deal in Australi~. 

Dealing with the distribution of the 
"s\.vag," the position is reversed. Queens­
land being the highest with a total of-

20.67 per cent., 
Tasmania being next with-

17.93 per cent., 
down to South Australia with-

10.79 per cent. 
In other words, we are the highest on the· 
.scale so far as '' swa.g " is concerned. 
although our productivity is the highest ar:d' 
cur wages value less than any other State 111 
the Commonwealth. Bulletin No. 92 some., 
what alters that, but the ratio is practically 
the same. I mention the " swag" question, 
·and sav that the "swag" is virtually the 
rake-off. I know that there are such ques­
tions as interest on capital, but that applies 
in everv other State as much as it does in 
Queensfa nd. 

In the case of the " swag," we find that 
of the total output the captains of industry· 
take for their share-

Qwocnsland 
Tasmania 
Victoria 
Westnn Australia 
:'-Jew Seuth \Vales 
South Australia 

Per cent. 
20.67 
17.93 
16.08 
14.17 
12.70 
10.79 
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In South Australia a very well-organised 
State, the "s\vag" was only 10.79 of the 
total output, \Vhilst in this State, where the 
productivity i;; highest, the rake-off to the 
employers was 20.67 per cent. That is not 
a fair thing. If our men are showing better 
results than the men in the other States, we 
claim that they are entitled at least to the 
same percentage of wages based on the total 
output as is received in the other States. 
This is the only instance where we do not 
show to advantage. It might be said that the 
cost of buildings, machinery, and so forth 
ha-; to be taken into consideration. I have 
looked at the thing fairly from all angles, 
and I can say, in ratio, the cost of buildings 
and material is precisely the same in all the 
States. There is not a great deal of differ­
ence. In almost every case the output repre­
sents, approximately, two and a-half times 
the value of the plant and buildings 
annually. 

Page 15 of Bulletin Ko. 92 shows the 
percentage of wages to added value. The 
figures are-

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Percent. 
52.81 
51.96 
46.49 
54.41 
65.08 
53.42 

On the total cost of production, the men 
doing the hard work in this State get the 
least in the Commonwealth. 

Let us go further, and see how the argu­
ment is borne out. Those figures show, if 
they show anything, that it is an insult-it 
is not a fair t·hing, to say the least of it­
for hon. members opposite to carp about 
tbe " go slow" policy. The figures them­
selves belie that, and in decency we ought 
to stop it. The next point· I want to prove 
is. _that industry can carry more responsi­
bJhty, and should carry more responsibility. 

Let UR see what industry pays to the 
workers for services rendered. In a table on 
page 397 of the "Official Year Book," the 
Commonwealth average for wages is £169 
per head. The amounts paid in the various 
States are-

Kew South Wales 
Western Australia 
South Australia 
Queensland 
Victoria 
Tasrnania. 

Per head. 
£ 

182 
173 
167 
161 
159 
151 

Quecnsla.nd pays £8 per man engaged in 
industry less than the Commonwealth 
a-verage. Only two States pay a smaller per­
centagE· to the man who does the work. If 
we take the outout into consideration we 
should in clccenc0: be at the top of the 'poll, 
but we are not. \Ve are more than hal£-wa'· 
do,;:n. Bulletin Xo. 92 shows a bigger dis­
panty-

New South \Vales 
\Vestcrn Australia 
Snuth Australia 
Queenslar,d 
Victoria 
Tar_;:mania 

Per head. 
£ 

186 
192 
178 
177 
173 
157 

We are next to the two bottom ones in this 
scale, although we are still producing higher. 
That is not the only issue, because if we take 

up the figures again, we see that on pa;ge 
880 thew is a table which shows the effective. 
wage. The effective wage, and not the nominal 
wage, is the best basis for argument. ~h€' 
nominal wage does not matter. The effect!ve· 
wage in this State is the highest aocordmg 
to the present record, but that is not due to 
the fact that industry has attempted to do 
the decent thing. It is due to the f~ct that 
a sympathetic Government have mampulated 
or handled the other side of the argument­
that is, the food side. If it had not been 
for the interest we have shown in this State· 
in handling the cost of foodstuffs, our posi­
tion would be, in ratio, worse than it is 
to-day. I am prepared to admit that tJ::e· 
effective wage looks better on paper than 1t· 
is in the other States; but this is due to th& 
efforts of this Government, and not to indus­
try. \Vhat is more. I say the men aro 
entitled to still more. I am saying industry 
can pay still more. No matter what the 
Government do in shortening the price of 
foodstuffs, industry should carry its due 
responsibility. To show that there is a 
surplus, you find in the last schedule to the 
report of the Commissioner of Taxation for 
this year a statement which shows that manu­
facturing industries in this State-private 
concerns and companies-are yielding, 
approximately, £250,000 in taxation. In my 
own opinion, that money should not be there 
in the form of taxation; it rightly belongs 
to the men in the industry. I am contend­
ing that, according to the figures, a rise of 
1 per cent. on the total output means about 
5 per cent. increase in the wages of the men. 
\Ve have figures showing that if we got 
down to where the other States are in the 
matter of "swag." we could give a big pet­
cPntage off the " swag " to the men, and 
every 1 per cent. we cut off means 5 per 
cent. increase in the wages. \Ve are entitled 
to a. better percentage than \ve are getting, 
and we can build up a good case by com­
paring what the other States are doing with 
what we are doing ourselves. 

I have prepared quite a long table, which 
I do not propose to inflict on the House, 
but in preparing this table, I have taken 
the order as per table on page 404 of the 
"Official Year Book. Ko. 15." In this table 
we find in No. 1 class of industry 9.4 per 
cent. of the output goes to the employer, and 
4.3 per cent. goes to the employee. In one 
case \Ye find 48 per cent. of the total output 
goes to the employer, and 27 per cent. to 
the employee. I shall take flour-mills and 
sawmill' as a case in point to bring the figures 
down to something definite. Everybody in 
this House knows that the captains of industry 
associated with flour-mills and sawmills are 
fairlv rich men-men in the main who make a 
good lot of money out of the industry. Their 
industry is a fair mark to take to prove that 
rr,y contention is right, and in the " Official 
Year Book" we find a table re sawmills, on 
page 413, which shows-

" Wages, plus fuel and light £852,288 
Raw materials ... 1,533,933 

Total ... £2,386,221 " 

Total output vahw, £2.971,079, or in round 
figures an outnut of £3,000,000 for a wages 
bill of £852.2~8. As against that, a.lthoug:IJ 
the wages bill is a little over £750,000. we 
find the "swag " to the captains of industry 
runs into £500.000. These men have not 
nearly the interest or the risks th<tt the men 
have, yet in this one industry they draw 

Jlr. Weir.] 
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£500.000 from the workers. while the men 
themseh·es only draw a little over £750,000 
in wages. That shows that my case is sound. 
T~e same thing applies if ~-ou take flour­
mills-page 422. In cone! usion, I want to 
state that any statement or anv suggestion 
that the men in this State are not acting 
fairly or are " going slow " is a dastardly 
-outrage, and an insult to the men. 

At 5.48 p.m .. 
The CHAIR1IAN (Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane) 

resumed the chair. 
Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): I do not think any 

hon. member on this side of the House would 
say anything disparaging the Australian 
worker. The Australian workman has no 
superior in the world, and the Queensland 
workman is equal to the best. That is the 
general opinion of members of the Opposi­
tion. and I have not heard anv member of 
the Opposition refer to their o"wn kith and 
kin in any other language, but for political 
purposes \Ye haYe members on the Govern­
meut side twisting our statements in order to 
get some paltry political advantage. 

Mr. vYEIR: You were out of the Chamber 
wh<:>n I was speaking. 

Mr. FRY: I was not. I heard what was 
said, and I am not going to sit down quietly 
when statements such as that are made. 
Being Australian-bern mvself, I always stand 
up for Australians. " 

A GOVERX1IEXT l\IE1IBER: There are more 
members who are Australian-bern on this 
'ide than on your side. 

Mr. FRY: As a matter of fact, the majority 
of the part:<· to ''hich I belong are Australian­
bern. I believe in going where the best 
sualit:v is. I say that industry has a duty to 
1ts employees, and a first charge upon it 
should be wages. Then there are other charges. 
The capital invested o>hould receiYe a fair 
return of interest. \Yhen the State advances 
mone,-. an interest of 5~- per cent. or 6 per 
cent.-or 10 per cent. in the case of farmers 
who cannot meet their liabilities-is imposed. 
Then there are overhead expenses, stationery, 
rates, taxes, and so on, all of which have to 
be made out of the inciustrv. I contend that 
the whole thing depends i.lpon organisation 
and svpenision. The Australian workman is 
equal to the best in any other part of the 
wol'lcl. but .. unfortunately, the organisation 
and supcrns10n under Goyernment control are 
not alwa:vs as efficient as thev should be. I 
can sa:<' that from experience." 

Mr. D.,SH: \Vhat experience? 
Mr. FRY: Let me give a case in point as 

to organisation. \Vould the militarv machine 
be what it is to-day if it was not for efficient 
onranisation? 

Mr. WEIR: What about the War Service 
Homes ? Is not that a militarv machine? 

Mr. FRY: What about the .Soldier Settle­
ments' That was not a military machine­
it was the ciYilian element which dealt with 
that. The efficiency in the world to-daY 
depends upon organisation of industrv. Th"c 
efficienc,, of Parliament itself denends upon 
proper control. If firm control is taken 
aw·a.? from an organjsation, what happens? 
The same spirit which permeates the heads 
of an undertaking will go through the rank 
and file. not because the rank and file are 
inclined to \Ycaken. but the spirit is catching. 
W? _shall get slackers, even in regard to a. 
Mm1ster of the Crown. \Vhen he is not 
ef:!icien_t and up to his job and does not super­
VIse hJS department properly, the effect is 

[Mr. Weir. 

felt by all the staff. The hon. member for 
l\undah has contended that the lack of 
organisation in Government enterprises is due 
to inefficient control. Take the public ser­
vice, for instance. One man will get more 
efficient work done in his department. than 
another man. because he is more fitted to 
supervise and organise than the other. In 
cc,nr;ection with State enterprises and the 
control of State departments, all depends 
upon the organising and superyising ability 
of those who are in charge of the work which 
is being done. In contract \York and day 
labour the workmen are the same and the 
m,·,tcrial is the same, the only difference being 
in connection with the organisation. One 
man may organise and do the '"ark economic­
ally while another will do it at a much 
greater cost. There is no suggestion on the 
part of hon. members on this side that the 
Australian does not rank amongst the highest 
worker;; in the world. The Australian is an 
industrious man. If he was not industrious, 
he would not be so desirous of acquiring his 
own home and conducting his affairs to the 
best advantage. If you put the Australian 
down in any part of the world, it will not 
be long before he is thinking for himself, 
and finding a way to improye his position 
and get to the goal he desires. It is useless 
for politicians to try and make political 
capital out of a matter of that sort. The 
thing is so obvious that such cncleaYours can 
on)v come from men who are vcrv crude in 
their ideas. · 

I want to sav a little on behalf of mv own 
electorate. vr'e have discussed the qu"estion 
of dav labour versus contract to a dead finish, 
and haYe arrived nowhere. \Vhile the :\1in­
ister has given cases where day labour perhaps 
has been cheaper than contract work, we 
haye on the other hand cases "·here contract 
work has been cheaper than dav labour. One 
important fact is· that, when hon. members 
opposite have wanted work done for them­
selves thev have called for tenders. In the 
last Pariiarnent we listened for twentv 
minute, to a Government supporter telling 
us ubout the virtues of dav labour, yet we 
know that he has employed contractors to 
get work done for himself. The hon. member 
concerned said that contract is all right for 
private work but that it is no good for public 
work. 

I wish to refer to the infant school in mv 
electorate, to which an extension of 21 fee"t 
has been added, but it is inadequate and will 
not meet the situation. I ha.-e previously 
pointed out that the present structure is not 
suitable, and that it should be pulled down 
and a model school built in place of it 'vhich 
would last for manv years to come. \Yhat is 
the good of patching "the present structure by 
putting on a piece here and there, when 
eventually it will have to come down and a 
new school be built in its place? Why should 
we wait another five or ten years. and in the 
meantime spend large sums of mone:-· in 
patching np the present building? If we 
were dealing with a place of our own. we 
would say it was useless to spend £500 this 
year and £1,000 next year, when eventually 
we shall have to put up a model building. 
vVe would have plans prepared of a model 
building, and treat the matter from the stand­
point of economy. If matters were viewed 
from that standpoint in regard to State con­
trol, a great deal of money would be saved 
in the long run. If we adopted that policy 
in State affairs, in a few years we would be 
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able to avoid a lot of unnecessary expendi­
ture >1 Inch takes nlace from time to time. 
If the Minister has-not already giYen instruc­
tions to do so, I hope he will push on with the 
building of a covering to the shed at the West 
End State school. Different Ministers have 
visited the school, and the urgent need for a 
new school for girls and infants and repairs 
aud improvements to the sheds has been 
pointed out bv me. If thev \vent there on a 
rainy day, they would have to put up their 
umbrellas. I would like the Minister to go 
over there on a rainv dav. He then would 
not hesitate about spending a few pounds for 
the comfort and welfare of the children in 
this direction. The roof should be attended 

to immediately, if for no other 
[7 p.m.] reason than in the interests of 

efficiency. It allows the wet to 
come through, and, as a result the wood­
work underneath will fall into' a state of 
decomposition or dilapidation. A parallel 
case w1ll bear out the point I am making. 
The police station at \Vest End was neglected 
for years and the borers and white ants were 
allowed to get into it. I wandered into the 
police station on one occasion-occasionally 
I mal~e it my business to inspect every public 
buddmg m my electorate, whether police 
statwn, school, or anv other-and I found 
in the floor a hole hig enough for a man 
!o go through as a .result of the borers getting 
mto It. The bmldmg was empty at the time. 
The white ants were also in the walls. The 
repairs . t'? that building could have been 
done or1gmally for .£30, but they eventually 
cost the . department a4P.proximately .£300. 
Orgamsatwn and supervision are the key­
notes of the whole business. I suggest 
therefore t~at the Government should pay 
some attentJon to the school-deal with the 
matter in a big way, and give us a new model 
school which will be sufficient to meet require­
ments _for a very long time. Thev have the 
land there, the situation is a good one the 
population is growing, and the demand for 
accommodation becomes greater every year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: The 
matter of repairs will be gone into very 
carefully. 

Mr. FRY: I thank the :Minister but I 
hope that he will add that the matte1: will be 
considered favourably as well as carefully. 
I do not want to hear an" statements from 
ho~ .. members opposite m-isrepresenting the 
opm10n of hon. members on this side as to 
the abiiity and quality of the Australian 
workman. Their statements are not worthy 
of statesmen or me~1 \vho claim to represent 
the Austrahan pubhc. ='Jo one believes them. 
They should not emanate from the brain of 
a man or men who hope to be considered as 
lawmakers and controllers. Such a state­
ment is a libel on the Australian \vorkers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS : I am 
glad to hear you castigating some of the 
hon. members on your own side. 

Mr. FRY : I a.m referring to the hon. 
gentleman at the present time. (Laughter.) 
If he re~ents the castigation, I shall not 
e.ontmue It any further, because I know it is 
taking effect. I do not care how he '<'iews 
the n:atter •. so long as he gives us credit 
and g1ves hunself credit for being big enough 
to look at this question in a big way. 

The SECRETARY FOR PDBLIC \VoRKS: I am 
glad you have seen the error of your ways. 

Mr. FRY:}- I have seen the error of my 
ways by l.;(oking at the hon. gentlema.n's. 

I am one \vho benefits by the experience of 
the past, and, while the :\linister may be 
going along one road, I an1 going along 
the road that leads to prosperity and sound­
ness and the ultimate well being of the Sta tc 
and thP people as a. whole. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: There 
is hope for you even yet. 

:Mr. MOORE (.4.ubigny): The other day 
the :Minister rather accused me of making 
a false statement in this Chamber with 
regard to certain work tha-t had been carried 
out. He said that the conditions of the 
contract svstem in connection with that 
work \Vere" totally different from the condi­
tions under the day-labour system. I want 
to point out that he was mixing me up with 
some other hon. member. On the three 
occasions on which I have placed tenders 
in the Department of Public Wmks for the 
pulling down, removal, and re-erection of 
schools, the conditions have been identical 
with those operating in the department. I 
would like the Minister to give the facts in 
connection with the pulling down, removal, 
and re-erection of the three particular schools 
in connection with which I lodged tenders 
with the department. Two of the tenders 
were accepted, and the work carried out by 
the tenderer. The other tender has so far 
not been carried out. The work I refer to 
was in connection with the Korth Maclagan 
school, and the removal of the schools from 
Cattle Gully to Wirrliegh and from Ra.nge­
more to Nutgrove. There are three definite 
examples which I challenge the Minister to 
reply to. Let him give the estimated cost of 
the pulling down, removal, and re-erection, 
and let him give the tenders put in in con­
nection with the three jobs, two of which 
have been carried out. I know that there 
are plenty of other examples that can be 
given. I have quoted three definite examples 
in connection with which I have lodged 
tender,. If the department was able to select 
its men, I think conditions might be very 
different. The Minister knows perfectly well 
that in carrying out jobs by day labour he 
has to take the men as they appear on the 
list. He cannot select them according to 
their efficiency. You cannot expect to get 
the most efficient workmen in that way. 
\Vhen a private contractor picks his men he 
picks those whom he is able to keep on. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC \VORKS : \V e do 
not keep a man on if he cannot do the work. 

::\1r. ::'IIOORE: You do not keep him any 
longer than you can help. The Minister 
knows that. if certain men are required on 
a job, he has to take the next men on the 
list. He has to take them in rotation, 
\Yhether they are good or bad. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC \VoRKS: You 
are \n-ong there; they have to be good. 

::\Ir. ::\IOORE: I am perfectly certain that 
the department has to take the men 111 

rotation. That is one difficulty that it has 
to contend with. I do not know really what 
the hon. member for :Maryborough was trying 
to prove, but he was proving that the workers 
in Queensland get less than the workers in 
the other States, for the amount of work that 
they do. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Out of the total production. 
Mr. MOORE: Quite so. That is just what 

I am trying to get at. The Minister and 
hon. members on the other side of the House 
on all oooasions a-re asserting that Queensland 

Mr. Moore . .J 
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is moro prosperous because higher wage" 
are paid in Queensland th&n in any other 
nf the States. 

Mr. COLLI"S: The hon. member for J\lary. 
borough said that the effective wctge was 
higher. 

Mr. MOORE: The losseB on the railway~ 
ha Yf) been attributed to the high costs and 
wages. vVhcn it comes to the Department of 
Public \Vorks the hon. member set out to 
provo that the artisans receive less wagoo in 
Queensland than in any other State in Am· 
tralia. He cannot have it both ways. Ho 
must accept the position one way or another. 
I want to read from an article that a ppear~d 
in the Sydney " Bulletin" of 13th September, 
1923-

" Queensland, now in its ninth. vear of 
' Advanced Labour' Government, "is still 
the place where the artisan gets the record 
small share of the value of his output, 
chiefly because the tax collector takes so 
rr.uch, and a grPat deal of the ·rest i• 
wasted. The factory worker is generally 
on as good a wicket a.s anybody, and this 
is what he gets out of every £100 by the 
very late£t figures-

Out of each I Out of each 
£100 Gross £100 Value 

Value of Created by 
Output. I Manufacture. 

£ 8. d. 

. 

£ s. d. 
Western Austmlia 29 19 10 65 1 7 
Tasmania 25 18 7 53 8 5 
Victoria .. 22 9 0 51 19 2 
South Austral~· 22 5 7 54 8 4 
New South Wales 20 3 5 

I 
52 16 2 

Queensland 17 17 10 46 9 10 

" Other things may come and go, but 
Theodore's mismanaged State oan alwan 
be found in the same old plaoo-at tlia 
fool of the wage list." 

It eooms most extraordinary that, when hon. 
members opposite are endeavouring to find 
out why the losses are so great in certain 
industries in Queensland, they say it is 
because the wages paid are higher than in 
any other State; but, when they come to the 
Department of Publio Works to endeavour to 
prove something else, they claim that the 
wages are lower. The poeition must be 
absmxl one way or the other. A great deal 
of the difficulty of the Department of Public 
Works lies in its adhering to the fetish of 
day labour. There are facts which they can· 
not help. I believe that, when a second·ha.nd 
building is pulled down and re·erected, the 
men get double time under the award for 
"·orkillg old timber. The contractDr in a 
country district must therefore have a great 
advantage because he does the work himself. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .WORKS: The men 
do not receive double ·wages, but there is an 
increase to compensate them for the wear and 
tear of tnols in working old timber. 

Mr. MAXWELL: 2s. 6d. a day. 

Mr. MOORE: I was informed bv one of 
the officers of the department that they had 
to pay double rates, and that that accDunted 
for the high prices. that were always put in. 
I would hke to gtve a personal experience 
to show the difference between day labour 
and the contract sy,tem. I purchased two 
ready.to·erect cottages in Brisbane--! do not 

[.Mr. Moore. 

w,mt to give an adycrtisement to the firm by 
mentionjng names. They \Yen: exactly of the 
same value, and were erected within 15 miles 
of each other. One I had erected under con· 
tract for £50, aud I decided to get tho remain­
ing one erected by hYo local men. who said 
thnt they could do it ju,t as cheap. The 
contract one cost £50, and the other one cost 
£115. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC .WORKS: You 
wore unfortuna to in the men you selected. 

Mr. :MOO RE: Thcv were good workers, 
but they did not ha ~-o the same incentive 
to •vork as the other man. The man who 
had the contract went up from Brisbane and 
erected the house in about three weeks, but 
the other men took nine weeks. It is exactly 
the same with the Department of Public 
Works and the private individual. There 
is not the same incentive tD the man working 
on dav labour. That is where the difference 
comes' in. The workmanship was just as 
good in one case as it was in the other. The 
Secretarv for Public \Vorks will recognise 
that, if" these men are being paid by the 
day and they get the same whethe::- they 
work twice as hard as the other man or not, 
1 hev are not likely to put the same vim into 
their work as they would if contracting for 
the job. E,-eryone will recognise that .. Even 
the judge of the A,Ebitration Court sard ~hat 
piecework was 20 per cent. more effiment 
than dav work. A man will not put his 
best work intD the job unless he has a chance 
to make more than the other man. Further, 
the contractor selects his men and can keep 
them in continuous work, therefore he gets 
the pick of the men available. 

Mr. CoLLINS: What becomes of the other 
men? 

Mr. MOORE: They go to the Department 
of Public Works. (Opposition laughter.) 
They go to the Labour Bureau and are taken 
in rotation as their names appear on the 
list. That is one of the reasons why the 
department is handicapped. I am confident, 
by reason of my experience-! have not 
had any experience with lar!;\e buildings i!"­
Brisbane, but I have had constderable experi­
ence with residences and schools outstde-­
that the contract svstem in the country is 
ever so much more- economical and efficient 
than clay labour. The delay that occurs i_n 
connection with the Department of Publw 
Works when it is constructing buildings in 
the country must also be rec;ognised. Occa­
sionally wrong timber is sent up. Time 
after time I have seen delays occur and men 
have become disgusted because the wrong 
timber has been sent along. 

Th SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO WORKS: Can 
.)'ou give me a concrete oase of that dc,scrip­
tion? 

Mr. MOORE: Yes, Muldu schooL 
Mr. GLEDSON: That was four years ago. 

Mr. MOORE Five hundred feet of timber 
for the ceiling arrived first and the job 
was hung up waiting for the other. ess~ntial 
timber. The hon. member for Ipswtch mter­
jected to the effect that this was four ye':rs 
ago. I do not see what that has got to do wrth 
the case. The Secretarv for Public ·works 
asked me for .a concrete case and I have 
given him one. It does not matter if it 
occurred ten :_y0ars ago. I cannot p:_o round 
the district to ~eo whether these thmgs are 
occurring, but I have .£riven one ea e wnich 
actually took place. \Yhcre the department 
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"has several jobs going on in the same dis­
trict it is «ll right. but that dDes not usually 
happen, and thC n1cn haYe to \rait about for 
.:rna terial. All that n1ea ns ,c[eJ ay and expense. 
If a contractor \YHS carrying- Out snrh work. 
}.~.e ·would 3C'e that eYcr:nhing was on the 
spot and that delay did not ccur, thereby 
,.laking the job nwre eeDlc_.,mical _and effi­
cient. I com1dcr 1hat It IS a Imstake to 
'haYe hYo deparbnent-: running ono df~part~ 
·ment. The Department oi Education should 
·carry Dut its mn1 dc;Jartmcnt entirely and 
·have nothing to do with th,, Department of 
Public ·works. Each should expend Its own 
~1mwv. The Secretarv for Public \Vorks 
·would not at all appreciate tfw position if 
he had to go to an.othcr <1cpartmcnt and 
·ask for anv expenditure that h(' thought 
necessary. 1-Ie would put his foot down and 
say "I' have to S)Wnd the money. i'hcrefore 
1 a'm the best fitted to judge how it should 
be spent." \Yhcrr you have dual controL 
as at present, it is unsatisfactory to both 
departments. I do not dr~ire to. delay the 
Committee any more on this subJect. 

I understand that the Minister has given 
instructions that certain small repairs are 
to b8 carried out by local labour. .I trust 
these instructions are going to be earned out, 
becauS<, the most absurd conditions have pre­
vailed in the past in some cases, and the hon. 
gentleman must r;:·cognise. that .the present 
-svnem is a wasterul and meffiCient method 
of carrying out small repairs. I would like 
tn see the Secretarv for Public Instruction 
controllino- his own 'vote. and then we could 
speiLk mo~e plainly to him when things go 
wrong. At the present time we. are some-

· what diffident about complaining to the Sec­
retary for Public \Yorks, because half the 
blame re,ts with the Secretarv for Pubhc 
Instruction. We want to blame the right 
individual. All sorts of estimates can be 
produeed to show the work was done under 
·the estimate. If the department that makes 
'the estima.te carries out the work, you have 
no guide, especially if an estimate is not made 
·by somebody else. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Vi'ORKS: The 
cases I gave this afternoon covered cases 

·only where tenders had been oalled. 
1\fr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman could 

pick out the favourable cases. In some cases 
when it was found that work which was being 

·canied out by day labour was going to cost 
more than the estimate, less work was done 
than was ir.tendecl in the first place. That 

'has been done in order to cut clown the cost. 
I trust the Minister is not going to be obsessed 
with the idea that no good can be done by 
any class of labour except day labour. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: I have 
never taken up the attitude that "No good 
·thing can come out of l'\azarcth." 

Mr. MOORE: If evidence is put before the 
hon. gentleman, he is disinclined to accept 
·that evidence. If it is proved that work can 
be done by local people at less than half the 
estimate of the Department of Public \Yorks, 
it is c.p to the Miu;:;ter to accept the tender 
of the local peor;lP, supervise the work, and 
see that it is carried out properly. \Ve have 
not sufficient money in Queensland to waste 
any. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \YORKS: l'\o 
money is wasted. 

Mr. l\IOORE: Of course, if the policy of 
the Government is to keep a certain number 
ef men cmploy0d and then to say the money 

is not wash d, the:- will do so, but I want the 
:\Iinister to sec that the >vork is carried out 
in the cheapest and most efficient way. 

Mr. WARREX (Jlurrumba): The Minister 
knows perfectly well that the department is 
not doing a fair thing, yet he is in the 
unhappy position of having to justify the 
stand the department takes up. There is no 
lmilding· being erected in the conntry to-day 
thctt could not be constructe-d by the people in 
the countr.>· at a much lower price with the 
n1en \Yorking at a\vard rates. They v;ould be 
"-orking uncler an award just as 1nuch as the 
men working for the Government. The work 
would be passed by an inspector of the depart­
ment, and the work would have to be as good 
as the work done by the men employed by the 
department. Then, again, it is only right 
that the work should be decentralised. The 
carpenters in Xambour should do the work 
required there, and we should not bring men 
from Brisbane to do that work. \Ve know 
that thoDretically this rule is supposed to be 
acted on, but in practice it is not. I do not 
think the Minister will claim that it is done, 
although the department is supposed to do it. 
I wan( to stress the point that, while the two 
c.lcpartments are doing the same work. there 
will nen'r be any satisfaction. The Secretary 
for Public Instruction is sympathetic, but 
s:-mpathy is no good unless WB have some­
thing practical done. Unfortunately. when 
we go to the Department of Public Instruc­
tion we are told that we shall have to stir 
up the Department of Public Works. It is 
sheer humbug, and all the time the children 
of the people in the country-whom hon. 
members opposite call the backbone of the 
country-have to be educated in sheds which 
are hardly fit for a stable. The Secretary for 
Pub:ic Instruction knows that people would 
not put a good trotting horse in some of the 
places I a.m speaking of. The Government 
are supposed to be a humanitarian Govern­
ment, but they do these things, and it is 
absolutely sca.ndalous. These things are not 
done as a temporary arrangement-they have 
been going on for years. Vi'e are always talk­
ing about making the country districts more 
attractive. How can they be more attractive 
when the money is spent in the city? I do 
not wish to convey the idea. that the depart­
ment treats me worse than anv hon. member 
opposite, but the country electorates are 
cribbed and cheated for the sake of the city 
electorates. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Do you 
know that of the thirtv-one schools built last 
year not one was in the Brisbane area? 

Mr. '\VARREJ\': I am not saying that any 
of them were, but in one electorate there 
was a school which was doubled in capacity 
and yrcu could not get children to fill it. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC \VoRKS : V\'here? 

Mr. \VARREX: The hon. gentleman 
knows where it is. The hon. member for 
Kurilpa has given it to him before. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC \VORKS: I do 
not kno"·· 

Mr. IYARREX: I think it is the school 
at X orthga te. 

The SECnETARY FOR Pl:BLIC \VoRKS: That 
school was extended lnst vear. and the 
number now attcndin\' is beyo.nd the capacity 
of the school. The hon. member for Nun­
dah can tell you that you are wrong. 

Mr. KELSO: They have asked for an addi­
tion. 

JJ!r. Warren.] 
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Mr. 1\>~RRE='J : It has only recently hap­
pened tnat the attendance has increased. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO \VORKS: That 
ha,, been the c.ase from the time it was 
enlarged. Your statement rs absolutely 
untrue. 

;\1r. WARRE::'-l: I will withdraw that 
statement. (Laughter.) I do not want to 
say anything that is not true, and I am 
wrry I have referred to that case. The 
statement was made in this Chamber, and 
I never heard it contradicted. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \\'oRKS: It was 
contradicted. It is absolutely false. It was 
stated in this Chamber that the addition 
was made because my children were attend­
ing the school. 

Mr. WARREN: I am not going to say 
that all the money is spent on the city 
schools, but in the country centres, where 
the farmer is living, we cannot get the new 
schools which are so urgently required. The 
fact that I have made one mistake does not 
prove that there is not a real grievance. In 

some cases our schools are eight 
[7.30 p.m.J years behind the times-I am safe 

in saying that one school is quite 
eight years behind the times; and, until we 
get better conditions for our schools in the 
<'ountr:v and so long as such schools are so 
far behind the times, I shall continue to say 
that the country is not getting a fair deal. 
Is it fair that the children of the great 
producing classes of Queensland should be 
brought up under woP<e conditions than 
those of the worker·s in the city or ~he big 
town'? It is not fair. It is wrong treatment; 
and until the whole business is worked from 
the Department of Public Instruction we 
are not going to have satisfaction. The 
Secretarv for Public Instruction should be 
able to" spend money on the schools he 
belieYes to be most urgent. Take the case 
of two new schools I know of. I do not 
want to name them, for thE' simple reason 
that I do not want to prejudice their cases. 
I believe that the applications are most 
likely to be granted. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC .WORKS: You 
do not want them granted? 

Mr. WARREN: I want them both granted, 
but one is more important than the other. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: \\'hich 
one? 

Mr. WARREN : I am not going to say 
which one. I a.m not going to prejudice the 
iHterests of either. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt-BLIC \VORKS: lf I 
tell yon that I will ';ive you ono of rhe hYo, 
\Yill you tell me which you want? 

Mr. WARRE)[: l will, decidedly. But 
Jc.t me take those two schools as an illustra­
tion. Supposing the Secretary for Publio 
Instruction, acting c,n the reports of hio 
impector,, decided that h~, would build one 
of those schools. He would send both pro­
posals ort to the Secretary for Public ·works, 
who would decide which of those schools ho 
would build. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: )[c. In 
the ca"e you cite, if only one school was to 
be built, the Secretary for Public Instruction 
w<mld mark on the papers which of them he 
recommended. 

Mr. WARREN : We are told bv the 
Department of Public Instruction ihat, if 

[Mr. Warren. 

the papers are sent on to the Department of' 
J'ublic 1'\orks. Lhe SecretarY for Public· 
Works will decide which schoof is to be built. 
I sa v that th,~ decision should rest wr th the 
Secretary for Public Instruction. 

::Vir. HTXES: The more schools you get in 
your electorate the sooner you will lose your 
€cat. 

Mr. \VARREX: The more schools therGJ 
are in my electorate the longer I shall be 
h0re. It would not kill me if I did get 
turned out-I would not die of starvation­
·;,,.! I want a fair deal for mv constitum:;.ts. 
A11 I ask is that the children in my elec­
torate shall be educated under the very best 
circumstances. vV,, can talk about the work 
be-ing carried out bv dav labour or contract 
or r)iecework. I d~ not give a rap how it· 
:s carried out. (Government laughter.) I 
do not care whether it costs the department 
£200 or £400, so long as we get the school. 
I say that, although we are paying too much 
under the day-labour system and are not 
getting satisfactory results, it is so important­
that we should get schools that they are 
cheap at any price. The first business of 
the Secretarv for Public Instruction and the 
Secretary for Public Works should be to see 
that the' children of every country electorate 
Rre edunted under the most modern and 
best conditions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC \Vomrs: You 
cnnnot give us the illustration of the YanC.ina.· 
school now. 

Mr. WARREN : The Y andina school would 
he an absolute disgrace to the bushmen of 
Africa. The interj0ction shows how little 
f1e hon. gentleman knows. Yandina is not 
in mv electorate now. It is now in the· 
electoi·ate of the hon. member for Cooroora. 
That school has been a disgrace to any 
ci, ilised, decent, respectable people for over 
three vears. It has been overcrowded to an: 
extent' which has been a positive shame, and 
the people of Yandina had my sympathy and' 
the very b<>st exeri ions of which I was 
ca.nable to bring about better conditions. 
(L1wghter.) It is not a thing to laugh at­
to have chiidrcn huddled awav under trees 
in a climate like that on the"Xorth Coast. 
It >Yas in m:: electorate several vears, and 
the Secreta.n for Public Instn{ction will 
l1ear me out· when I sav that I have inter­
vjt?wcd him about it oil so n1anv occasions 
ihat I have forgotter. the mm1bm:. and that 
I haYe introduced I do not know how many 
r1enutations to him about it. He has alwa.ys 
r-i,:en that beautiful sympathy about which 
, • .-e read in '·cri pturc. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC \YORKS: The· 
"::.oft ans\vcr that t-:..1rneth a\vay \vrath "? 

c\Ir. \YARREX: Yr<. and makes you 
cie'r air all the more If there is anything 
c1kniated to break the ]wart of a country 
ntcmber. it is to go to a department for 
such a ·:ita! thing "' the education of the 
J.;ttJe chilrh·.•n and gel s:vmpa thy but nothing 
C'ise. The ::\Iinister knows perfectly well tha·t 
we do not ask for the impos•ible or for an;.-­
thine: tha.t is unfair. The Secretary for· 
l'nblic Instruction cannot sav that any state­
ment I have made about tli:e schools in my 
c!Pctorate to-nig.ht is exaggerated in the least_ 

Hon. W. BERTRA:II: Are not you!' thanks. 
due to the :Yiinistu for giving you the Day­
boro school ? 

Mr. WARRE='l: Yes, but I do not think 
this is a full-dress rehearsal of gr&titude. 
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,~er-.' ;.:-r~-::.tcEul T~..1 rht.~ }lin.i~tcr 
!:1;.1~ · t1oJ;c 1 o 111v :;:\_·hot'l-;:, 1 do 

a nLni:c·rn th.ar hl' ..,.,.-ill :::.e~Y 
done a tap n1ore t~11.1n :3l~on1~1 

been clone. 

Tne :"ECREBRY FOR PrBLIC L\:\D8: \Yhar 
wuuld he your fa.ir share of >:3chuol~ ·; 

:\h. WARRE:\": I shall not go into ;hat. 
Perhaps th0 :\lini3tcr is not trc;Hing nll' 

v:urse than hnvonc ehe: but. if ~eYelltY-t\YO 
(•iectol·a tes nr'e as :;;hclrncfn1l-- tr( a t(~l a~ 
l\lurnunba, then their treatn1cnt nn1st Le 
Yery ba.:. 

:C.1r. FRY: You 'hould 3CC the Kurilpa 
sc-hool. 

::\Ir. \YAHREX: There is more of Queens­
land than Kurilpa. and if I showed the hon. 
member some of thn sheds and some of the 
schools in my elect<Jrate--

:'\lr. HYXES: Yon should show him some 
cf tl.•' eunntn· sc-hools in Yictoria under a 
Tory GoYernffient. 

:'\1r. \VARREK: I haw i:rayclJecl Australia 
more than the hon. member. I do not wish 
to conve:.· t<J the public or the Press that I 
comicler that our schools are bad. That 
\'1.-ould be wrong. \Y c haYC son1e Ycry fine 
schools in Queensland. The only place \Yhere 
I ~aw 'V')r-·c :schools was on the dC'scrt sands 
of Egypt, "·here they haYc a shade of some 
J;alm leaYe'· uncle1· which there is a form 
comprised of two forks in tlJD ground with 
a stick across. Those schools arc worse than 
son1e that we have. Yianv o! onr schools are 
dangerous to the health· of the master and 
the children. Some of the schools let in the 
rain. and with the cracks in the \Yall I do 
not think there is anv need for doors. The 
trouble in c0nn•·"'.im~ \Yith the enction of 
schooL is surmountable. The main trouble is 
the· c-ost. 

::V1Y. DASH: You ;;;,1iJ you did not care 
w!1at they cD.;:t. 

:\Ir. \YARREX: I clo not care a rap. 
H the ::-Iinister \\·ill gi,-c me schooh, they 
,:rill he cheap at any price. He has not got 
the mone:··. He is poor as Lazarus"s dog. 

. (L2ughter.) 
The SECRETARY FOR P1.'BLIC \YoRKS: You 

cannot. gC't bJoocl Oln of a stone. 

M1·. WAR RE:\": If the }finister \\·as to 
car!:~- on the \vork more econotnicaH~,\ ho 
would haYc more money to spend on schools. 
Supposing that a :3chool \vhich no\v costs 
£1.\:;J to erP t v.-as to be erected for £60C 
-rhcy can bP carried out for £600, and 
it i" no ll~~' tho h{)n. gcntlen1an sa~~ing the:· 
{'ttnnot-thr-.::l'c W01~1ld be rnorc n1oney for otht.: 
schonh. 

'The FOR I'l1BI lC LAXD8 : Are 
not the that let the \Yatcr in cheap 
enoubh for yon? 

:\fr. \YAHRE?\ : I ''""~nt the schools-not 
the water. I c-onsider that 1.ve ha..-·e one oi 
thP gTande::.r c·du _a tional sy, tonE in the 
world: ::-till \Yf ,~ant to do n1ore in order 
to perfect that syst.en1. \Ve do :not ;,yant our 
childr2n t<J be taught in sheds or public 
halls. In manv eo scs these halls are not 
constructed in a manner that makes them 
suitable ior educating ehildr,'n in. They 
are no good to the masters or the pupils. 

Mr. HYNES: Have not the present GO\·ern­
ment clone more to improve the educational 
facilities than any previous Government? 

Mr. FRY: No. 

1923-4 y 

:>.Ir. \YARRE:\": If thE hon. mc'n~ber for 
Tcv:n•Yille is satisfied with that. then he is 
Yer .. , ca':'i]Y satidied. I an1 not complaining 
1 hat the do,·ernment ha,-e not done as much 
in my electorate as they have in other 
electorates. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC L.\NDS inter­
jectGd. 

}Jr. FRY: The hon. member for 1Iurrumba 
i~ a::.king for nvo n1ore schools. 

:>.Ir. \\".\.RRE:\": I am not asking for t\\O 
::-chuols: 1 cnn a.sking for twenty. If I on!y 
required 1 wo ~('hcol··, I ·would not care so 
mur·h. If the GoYcrnrnent would carry out 
their \HH~-\: in ·l 1norc bu-::ine~slike rnanncr, I 
a1n (1ltiH· con\ inccd that. under the present 
cuncl{tio:H. they conld effect the repairs and 
build new cchools for lees money than they 
ore spending HO\Y. I haYc not risen in thi& 
Chamber >implY to ,;omplain. I tbnk hon. 
membete opposite, and patticularly the 
;--:.,_u·ctan: for Public Instruction, \Yill adn1it 
th:•.t rh · c.chools I haYe been referring to· 
. rt' r1 JisgJ.·cu·c-, antl the n1atter should be 
,·em(·li~d. I hope that the Gm·ernment will 
c-onsider tlw po,ition and nor allow the two 
{lepa.rtr:.·;cnu; 1 o \'.'ork in the way they are 
<loi11g r.ow. The v.-hoh-- of the business can 
h· carried out b,· 1lw Department of Public 
Ir:stnwtion; but if that department still' 
require" the Dcpnrtn1cnt of Public \Yorks t,(} 

build t'w cdwob. it ,;an do so. If the whole 
of thP work ·was rarricd out by the one­
ueparttll' nt. I think it would be more satis­
iactory than the present method. 

:>.h. BR"lTE (I{enncdp): During the 
d<'bate. quite a lot ha-c! been said about the 
questicm of contract and day labour, and 
!rgures ha ye been quoted to a considerable 
extent. Tlw objcc·t of quoting tho'e figures 
·~,a.", to ~ho·w ""~-·hich s: srcn1 was tho. n1oro 
profita blc to the employer. I do not m tend 
w quote iisrures: I inl<'ncl to quote my per­
onal experience' rcgardinsr the dfect of the 

oV item on 1 tlP hcaith and li;-es of the 
(.ngagcrl nnder that systen1. ~)r.ac­

all m..- life- I haYe followed the mmmg 
y as ~a \-·orkcr <'Jnd organiser in the 

Cloncu;-rv d istri et. The contract system 
'"'--'r;;;;lL' the dav~labour sYstem was a ve1·y 
burninp: questiOn. It u·:-cd to be my duty, itS 
nrga11iscr: to 0xtuninc the 1nines, and I found 
thc1+ ihf' r0gulations g-oYerning tl:e industr:;­
. erf' l_wokP!t 1n n1an~' case~, o\Vlng to the 
desire of hfYth th0 Pn1p1o~n=•r and the employee 
nndcr tlH1 coi,trnct :-:~ to increase profits 
and c'trning~ rc~pc,'ti'. 

. .\.r 7.46 p.m .. 
"\fr. D1~:."ST.\:" (fi-Jf~- 1 nir), one of the pan0l 

nf Ten-.:.pnnll'v Chnin:n'en. rclieYccl the Chair~ 
:r:a:1 in. the ~-·hair. , 

:>.h. BRCCE: The ""·arc] proYides that 
the tc npcraturc "">Yas not to be n1ore than 8.3 
dr·. r~__· 1 ~ \Y0' bnlb. The 111011 \Vcre put on 
.:.ix-hnur ~hif-- '. })Ut 1llH1cr tt:' contract systen1, 
''" up rises ro feet and 90 feet, I haYe 

Il1C'n \Ynrking- at a tcn1peraturc of 
cc' :tnd 102 df'~:rrces '.Yet and dry bulb. 
:\rcn , arP authorities on this subject ~ay 
rl_;'lr hPnHlll bcjng: cn1not 0xi!'-t under those 
r·ondlrion:::, v0t the 111011 ·were working in that 
hi~h 1cmpcratmc. TheY ''"ere doing that 
\' ith tht· obj0ct of i:~crea.sinp; their earnings 
a c. the': were paid s0 mm h per foot for put­
ting in the risr". \Ye found, as representa­
tives of the union. that thronp;hout the con­
tra.ct systPm it led to 1l1e men endangermg 
their liws by speeding up. 

Mr. Bnlce.] 
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I\ow let n1e con1p to the sugar indnstrv. 
'The t'arni11gs of the canccuttcr,;; workiJ;g 
under the contract "''.·::otcrn are Yerv often 
C:!tJOtetl. but anybody. in touch "·irh that 
iuclustr,v know~ that e...-ery rnan engaged 
under the contract stem in that industrv 
rs. fir~tly. ~Young; secondly. a big physira~l 
,:wcimen of the hum<tn race; and, thirdly. 

"lhe speeJ at \Yhich he works is not to the 
benefit of hunuu1 beings, having regard to 
dimatic conditions. It \>'Oulcl astonish anv 
rnan to sec how c:ancC'utters have to \vork tO 
reap the rewards that thcv obtain under the 
•contract: systen1. One or" the leadjng mine 
managers of the Cloucurrv district once 
·pointeJ out to nw that he h·ad eo many hun­
dred thousand tons of ore that would vield 5 
:rer ce::1t of copper. He said that. if he cot<ld 
imroduce the contract s:·stem, the ore could 
be taken out at 3 per cent. Then he told 
ll story of the ~levelopment of the district. 
.and how the added ca,Jita] could be applied 
to the dewlopment of the Cloncurrv distn'ct. 
He talked of the employment of a great 
number of men. ThP crux of the whole posi­
tion is that that 2 per cent. profit. with whieh 
he was going to dPve1op the di~trict, was to 
he gained by taking it out of the sweat and 
•toil of these men under the contract system. 

Let me now get back to the question of 
schools. I do not agree with the Opposition 
in their objechon to schools being controlled 
'hv two departments. \Ye all know that the 
·Secretary for Public Instruction is \ ery sym­
pathetic and very desirous of providing 
schools and educational facilities for the 
benefit of the people of Queensland. The 
schools can be better built under the Depart­
ment of Public \Yorks. I have no doubt that 
the Secretary for Public \Vorks is equally 
sympathetic, but unfortunately. as the hon. 
Il'ember for lYlurrumba said, the hon. gentle­
rr·an has not sufficient money to carry out all 
·the work. Still, I am very anxious-like 
other hon. members-to have manv schools 
·erected in the Kennedv electorate. "There is 
.a place in the elccto1:ate called Bamberoo. 
There is a very intelligent clas' of people at 
that centre, as instanced by thE· fact that ~t 
the last election I got forty-seven votes to my 
·opponent's three. Those people want to bring 
"'P thei;· children in an intelligent manner, 
and enable them i·o become as intelligent as 
tlcemseh-es, and they want school facilities. 
I have been to the Minister and I have been 
urging their case, and I hope to see in a 
short hme a school at Bamberoo. These 
r1eople are not wage-earners, but struggling 
farmers. That shows that the Country party 
a re not alone in appealing on behalf of the 
~truggling farn1ers. 

It is absolutcl:-· necessaJ':V to provide wind­
mills at the schools in ihe Burdekin Delta. 
Inkerman, and Halifax districts, as the rain­
fall does not give a sufficient tank supply of 
water for the cnildren. 

I have had numerous requests for school 
accommodation in mY electorate. and I onlv 
wish that the appro-priation was larger. so 
that the Minister could afford the school 
f;,cilities required. The most important 
fLmction of Parliament is to improve the 
education of the children of the State. It is 
onr first duty to make this an intellig0nt. 
prospel'OUs, and enlightened State. so that 
1no can stand with the rest of the world .. and 
tiw method to achieve that is bv education. 
Education is the basis of civilisatwn to-dav. 
If the money voted is not sufficient, the Esti­
r;oates sh01Ilcl be incr0a 'Cc!. I f,•cl strongly 

[Jfr. Brzrce. 

on thC' qnC':--1 iu11 of pducnrion; and I feel sure 
tbat nwrnbcrs ou rhe Opposition ~ide of the 
l-Ioase do a~ \Yell in thc1r requests a:;; n1cm­
LPr~ on the c;O\"('fl1ITlent bide _ .. ) ... ny lll.1ll vvho 
hu.s ~tudicd thu :"ocial t1uestion know::; hovv 
de,irable eclnution i,. The man who has 
ed~lcation kno1Ys the increased po"';, er that it 
g-in~s hiw. and the raan 1rho ha' not had 
lh~ b('llefit of education knows -what a bnl'den 
he ha:' 10 can'\' in rnaklng his way through 
life. I hope the Minieter ,vill be able to 
rr-;_ret all horl. n1en1bers as far ft!S possible, 
and nlofe ::-o tho::-e v;ho have reqnt''ts for an 
t'Xtf'll'Sion of tb~C prP-;ent educational facilities. 

Mr. DEACO::\ iC'unnin.gham!: I am sure 
I hat the :Minister· would not like this vote 
t'J g-o throug-h \Vithout its being fully 
l'riticised. (L'aughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC WORKS: ,l revel 
in it . 

Mr. DEACO:\i: The Minister is entitled 
to all the assistance we can give him to 
make his department thoroughly efficient. 
I do not kuow whether it is thoroughly 
<>fficient or not. because it is wry difficult to 
judge by seeing small works carried out in 
tbe country. 

Mr. KELSO: The Minister says it IS 

efficient. 

Mr. DEACO::\: I am going to give him 
th<: benefit of what criticism I can to 5ee if 
it will help him along. and if it does help 
him along, good luck to him. I have hstened 
with interest to the argument as to the rela­
tive meritc, of contract and clay labour. 
There is ono fart I do know. and that is. that 
private individuals have no fear of the con­
tract system or of the possibility o~ having 
inferior timber put into their buildmgs. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: The:v do not build by con­
tract now. 

Mr. DEACO::\: Yes, they do. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: The buildings in Fortitude 
V alley are not being clone by contract. 

Mr. KELSO: What about the Temperance 
and General building? 

Mr. l\1CLACHLA~: \Vhat about the Town 
Hall? 

Mr. DEACO::\: Hon. members might get 
o revelation some dav about the Town Hall. 
However, it is not a matter that concerns the 
countrv. It does not matter to the country 
people" whether the 'l'own Hall is built _or 
not. \Yhat the people of the country desll'e 
is to get as much work done as poss1ble for 
the· monev that is expended in the country. 
The people in the country are not afraid of 
giving their work out on contract, nor are 
the:,· afraid that the contractor is going to 
do them for the material. Ver,· often the 
department could carry some ·works out 
efficientlv by dav labour, and 1Il other 
instanceS it~ ·woul'd save m-onev lf it 'vas 
curried out bv contract. I arn quite sure 
that in the small jobs in the country the 
department would get the work do:1e a good 
deal cheaper by giving it to the man on t~e 
spot. instead of sending a man from Bns­
brr ne at a. good de a I of expense. The hon. 
wcmber for Kennedv said that contract work 
let! to speeding up.· If there is anything in 
that mg·ument, it is proof that men employed 
by the Government on dav labour are not 
gn·ing as much value f01;· their wages as 
the men who ue working for a private 
individual. If that is so, the department 
;;;hould zHA be cc~!nn'liited to a policy in 
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·~1 uildin£.; aud _re!)airing school bnilding:s 
:-.ir11ply -IJPcau.;;e It costs.. n1ore. The Yote for 
.-!cLool building::: this year show":\ an increa~c. 
but I do not knm.- >Yhcther it is yet sufficient 
to meet requin:-n1cnt:-.:, If it is not, \Ye ourrht 
"b make it sufficient. It is fa !se econo';',w 
fer 1 he department to be behind e.-erv Yea'r 
in 1 he requests for educational facilities'. If 
h10t"( schools art· needed, it is better that 
Parliament should face the situation in one 
c·"ear. for the :oooncr the situation is met the 
better. The pn•-,cnt buildings under the 
control of the department arc not being 
kqn m the state of repair that thev should. 
School buildings. as well as public buildings, 
~n c.-ery centre arc urgently in need of paint­
mg. Apparently. the onlv reason thev are 
ncr painted is b~catwe th£ expense i~-, too 
great. and the Estrmates haYe to be cut dmYn 
accordingly. That is false economv. It is an 
Econ_omy that the State will pay ,:cry dearly 
for 111 the future. The Department of Public 
\Yorks shoukl know just how much it would 
·cost to bring all the work under its control 
~1p to da_tc. This House ought to have that 
mformatwn so that, if necessary, it can vote 
"t\le money and acquaint the public with the 
Situation. 

ThPr<· i> another maHPr I wish to refer to. 
'because here again is a svstem of bad 
·economy on the part of the Government If 
u public building is ?es_troyed by fire, it is 
not replaced. The bmldmgs are not insured. 
I. understan~l tl:a t the department takes the 
Yiew that 1t , IS t<;o expen~ive to replace 
~hen:. If the State IS to contmue that policy. 
1t Will l<;se mon.,y, , If the department has 
n<;l pronded a. smkmg fund or some means 
of keeping· its buildings up to date it is in 
a much worse position than when th~ Govern­
ment a~sumed office.. It i~ impossible for 
that policy to be_ contmued. If a building is 
Lurned down It "'hould be immediately 
replaced, and there should be some fund to 
·provide for that. 

At. 8 p.m .. 
The CHAIR)!AX (:Ylr. Kirwan, Brisbane) 

·resumed th<• chair. 

Mr. DEACOX: Reference was also made 
'to_ the suppl;· of water, including that from 
wmdm!lls. It would be a verv good thin"' 
if that supplv could be arrano:ed " 

Mr. CoLLIX~: It would mea; tl;e expendi­
-ture of more money. 

Mr. DE.',CO!\ : But. as we arc alreadv 
short. of buildings. I suppose it is impossible 
~o thmk of water supphes" On the Downs. 
1£ any school committee want a supply of 
VlatPr beyond the water-tank thev have to 
supply it themseh-es. and I r~commend anv-
<me else to follow their example. · 

I am not going to criticise the department 
any longer. ~ have done my best to point 
out to the 1ImHtcr the weak pomts in his 
department. and I hope that in a vear's 
time tlwse will no longer cxisL There is 
no deparbnent in such a .state of e:fficiencv 
that it cannot Le made better. and I trust 
next :vcm· to scr' a better state of affairs than 
exists at the present time. 

, Mr .. LOGAK (Lockycr): One of thn main 
ObJectwns to most departmento.l work-and 
this refers particularlv to school work-i> 
that the Department of Public Instruction 
does not conrrol the expenditure upon work 
to be carried out upon schools" 

The SECRETARY FOR PC:BLIO 'WoRKS: Thev 
could not tnild any more schools for th'e 
money. 

:\IL LOG~\::\: Bcinz cor<lrollcd !J,. the 
Dupartment of Public \Yorb. it means that 
school work is held oyer for a much longer 
neriocl than it :ohould be. \'1 e ha Ye all had 
evidences of delays caused through the 
Department of Public \'lorks not being able 
tu cope ·':it h the \York required tJ be--- done. 
I han, no fault 10 find "·ith the depal"trrH'nt. 
but I think that, if the Department of Public 
Instruction and other departments >Yhich are 
controlled by the Department of Publi<> 
\Yorks so far as the expenditure of monev 
for buildings is concerned. were in a positioll 
to control that expenditure. the matter of 
re1mirs to schools. painting. etc"' >vould be 
carried out much more quickly and effi­
cientlv. T\an1erons instances have occurred 
""here schools haYc been delaved in the 
matter of repairs. renewals. an'd so forth, 
owing to Jhe fact that the department is 
m-er-taxed in regard to the quantity of work 
to be carried out. For this reason I say 
it would be better if the Department of 
Public Instruction. the Department of Agri­
culture, or any other department. had con­
trol nf its owr, funds. 

Onlv last vear I had occasion to approach 
the Department of Public ''T orks with a 
view to getting the residence and the school 
at Lockrose painted. The chairman of the 
school committee said that it was fifteen 
vears since the school had been erected a.nd 
JJainted and twelYe vears since the residence 
had been similarly treated. The report 
from the \Vorks Department showed th:at one 
building was in a particularly good state 
of repair considering the time that had 
elapsed since it had received attention. but 
that the other building required painting, 
and that it was unwise to go on with the one 
building" and not with the other. The work 
\Yas therefore allowed to stand over. I have 
a letter to that effect dated October, 1922. 
'fhat work has not yet been done. I hope 
the department w'ill see to it and keep these 
buildings in repair b:v having them painted. 
MateriaL particularly tim'ber, depreciates 
·,,-hen neglected in the matter of .painting. 
I ah<o desire to point out that only recently 
I was approached by the school committee 
of the Lower Tent Hill school and they 
informed me that the school teacher was in 
danger owing to the fact that his house was 
in a state of disrepair, and there was ,a 
considerable gap between the wall and the 
floor. It appeared to me that the studs 
were not tenoned into the plates underneath, 
consequently there was a gap of horn 1 
inch to H inches right along between the 
floor and the walL When one finds such a 
state of affairs he naturally approaches the 
department to hasten repairs. On report­
ing this to the Department of Pubiic Instruc­
tion, that department reported to the 
Department of Public \Yorks, but that depart­
ment, owing to the small atbmdance in that 
particular district, thought it was not advis­
able to erect a new building. It is difficult 
to say \Yhat they are going to do. conse­
quenllv the tr,,cher's life and the lives of 
his wife nnd familY are in danger. Probably 
a cvclone or a storm shifted- the building 
at some time, and it onlv requires another 
blow to bring it down altogether. 

I c!G noi vvish to labour the question of 
echools too much, as hon. members of the 
Opposition hrrYe spoken pretty freely upon 
it; bnt what mrrinly brou,:ht me to my feet 
is thn t thE> ::'viinister made reference to a 
certain estimate for the removal of the 

Mr. Logan.] 
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Lock,el' Gcnf·:·n 1 Ho~niral. l1c that I 
apprOached tl1c Jcp3rtn1ent informed 
him that I was prepared TO get a man to 
remoyc the hospital for £38C. "·hilst the 
cstimatP from rh~ Department of Public 
\Yorks for the• l'(·Il10Y8l of thi:3 [~uilcling \Yas 

£75C. I did approach l\lr. Quinn. the "("nder 
Se.cr;:tary. ~n;1 poi;1t?,d cut t?. hir:p r,ha~ the 
nrq:nna1 budc~er o: tne ho;:;:.pnal nao. stated 
thar he ~"us ~,vil1ing;~rhis 1ras some t'iVe1ve 
:11onrhs pr.·:·Yinu.sl:.--ro ren1oYE' the hC'spita] 
at thcr time for £375. I did not S<V that 
hP ·was pn·narc~~ to do it at the- tille the 
:.\Iini~rer r(·fer~ lO. I said that I kneov he 
was I)repal·ed to ren1o\·e it at a considerabh.,. 
lower price than the t•stimate of the \York's 
Dcpartmenr. EYidcntl~· th>' department got 
in ton-::'11 "'>Yith th0 gcntlcn1an I refer to, anci 
it apppars ro .me that, he 1va'3 asked to put in 
a tender. I unckr'tand that. no matter what 
the 1Ywu1n of hi~ tCI1{ler -.,ya.s, it \Vas to be 
arrrpted, ~o like a \Yise n1aE he put in 
a higher· t< :1der them he was previomly 
inclined to do the job for. 

Th0 SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC \YoRK:": \Yho 
gaYe ~ ou to undc1·3trand that? 

:Vir. LOG.-ii\:: . .\.' far as I can underotand, 
the Department of Public y,·orks. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC 'WoRKS: :\on. 
ecn'>J? : A 'o~ol ute nonsense : 

:VIr. LOGA:'\: So far as I kno•v. end so 
faJ~ as the flosnital comn1ittce know. tenders 
were not c.·,lJed for the removal o£ the build­
ing. 

The SECRETARY FOE PUBLIC \>;aRKS: You 
saicl that he ··could do the work !or £380. 
l-Ie nut in a render fol~ £523. 

::\1:·. LOG AX: He under·tood that his t.en­
dcr would he seer ;ned, consequently. like 
a wise man. he nut in a tr-nder higher than 
he \Yoald haYe -1one if there had been any 
co'npetition. 

ThP SECRFTARY FOR PrrBLIC \VoRKS: In 
addition tD the t.-nd<'r of the man you men. 
tion another tender for £480 was rut in. 

Mr. LOGA~: It is rather ~trang~ eo m,, 
that thi' ot.htr tender was not n~cr,ptPd. 
seeing that thls gentlcn1an \VRS i:r11stv.·o1·thy 
nr.d a thoroughly competent tradesman. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Vi.ORKS: There 
wa~ no other tender. 

Mr. LOGA'\': T do not want to argue with 
the Minister. I shall jnst quote \vhat he 
sai(1 and h'aYf' it tn 1he Cun1n1ittc·~:'. I :uaYe 
f'C>ne fullv into this matter and I wctn' to 
give tho facts. I do not \vant to n1isl.rJ.d the 
Committee at all. The :\1inistu did not 
rnakc anv unfair re1narks about n1vse1f. bnt 
he said-· , , 

"Ta.ke the state111ent of ths Lon. 
member for Lockyer, who said th,1t 11 

contr.1ctor in his electorate would be 
prepared to do e, certain job for a hos­
pital for £380. That wa6 less t.ha:-1 the 
f'st.imatc of t.he Department of Public 
\Vorks. \Ve supplied him with the speci­
fications -on ·whirh our cstin1at0 'vas 
based, and his e~tima.t(· was in1medintob 
incre~sed to £52:5-a difference of £143 
on one small job." 

'l'here was more than one tender pat in fo1• 
the removal of this hospital. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: Net to 
the. Department -of Public Works. 

[Mr. Logan. 

:11r. LOGA:'\: To the Department of Publif> 
1\'orh. 

The SECRLTARY FOR PrBLIC \YoRKS: The 
-Cnd~_'r Secretary sa~ ~ •· ).;o.:' 

:\Ir. LOGAX: I d0 not want to ph.ce the 
-ender Secretar~ in an <nvkv.7ard position, as· 
I have too much respect for him, but I "·ant 
to explain the posirior, clearly. On 21st 
:'\ oYember. 1922. the 'Cnder Secretar.v "Tote 
to the secretarY of the Lock•er General 
Hoopital. Laidle~·- ' 

"Sir,-\Vith reference to your lettec· 
of the 23rd OctrJber la~t, and prcyjous 
correspondence relative to propo:o:ed 
,·emoval of Lockyer General Hospital to 
ne;-,,- <;;,ite, I hasf' the honour to ir;fonn 

that t\\o tenders have been recuivec~ 
1.he work, viz.-G. E. ~cun1ann. 

an1ount £523, and A. C. Zillman, amount 
£455. 

" I would recommend the acceptance 
of :\Jr. ::\'cnmann's price and have, to 
advioc that upon receipt of a cheque f01· 
ri1e [nJl. amount 1£523) this tcmder will 
be a~,:epted a,nd the work procecd·Jd with 
c;nder the .~npervisicm of this department. 

'' I ha ;,·e, etc.,. 
'• R. X. F. QnKK, 

"-ender Sec-retary and Director of 
Public \Yorks." 

[t was owing tn r.hc fact that the ::Ylinister· 
imerP,,tcd him,Plf euificient]y in this matter 
to make the statement he did the other n'ght 
1.hat I have spoken now: I was not particu­
b~·h· anxions to delve into the n1a.ttcr. as 
the· hospital has been removed and things 
are now quite satisfw tory. But, had tenders· 
been c1llcd, I know perfectly well, and the 
Committee knows perfectly well, that pos­
,cibly Wf~ v.oulcl have got that hospital 
"''moved for £400. have the full corres. 
no:1cknr' h(T<'. and, th2 J\Iinistcr \Yant& 
;n1v n1ore, };e cnn certainl•: have it. I \Vant 
to· inform r.he Committee· that what I said 
to the Under Secrei arv of tho Dcp>trtment 
nf Public \York-:. on tiv"~ occasion I vi:::ited 
hin1 ,,·as p rfcct1y (Orrect. The rna11 who 
ofiercd t., remove thi~ hospital \Vas the g-en­
tleman who originaJl;,: built the hospital. 
He told t.he chairman of the hospital com­
tt!ittee at that time-probably twelve nionths 
bcfor'c I visited :Ur. Quinn-that he was pre­
pared to rcrnoYe the hospital for £375-he 
\\a~ out of work ar. il:c tiJ11o. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC \VORKS: \Yhen 
he ,vas a~ked to put ir~ a tender he increa&ed 
Lhe amount to £523 

~>Ir. LOGA::\': Under the circumstanre' I 
['iYe him credit for p>1tting in a higher 
tcHder. 

Thr SEc;RErARY FOR PcBLIC \VoRKS: Accord­
ing to your statement, you arc giving a. n1an 
credit im tr.l'i ng to take the dcputmcnt 
dovvn. Ac~'ordjng to '.·our -statornent, the 
~; (1rk was \Yorth £38G ~nd he wanted £523 
for it. 

Mr. LOGA~: I said the man told the 
r hairmo1> of the committee that ho wa.s pre­
pC~red, when he wn~ out of work, to ren1ove 
rh· hospital for nbout £375. I honestly 
beJieye that under the present syst<em the 
officer11 of the departrnGnt, 'Vhen thev arrive 
a i an estimate. take care to be on the safe 
side. Anyone woul·d d'l that, but a,t the 
same time the present day-la hour system i> 
c&rtainly not in the brst interests of the 
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~public, because '\Ve haYe numerous in~tances 
-of where public fund> have been wil£ully 
c[) uanclercd. 

1\Ir. COLLES: ProPc ::om· case-" wilfully 
sqnandercd." 

1\Ir. LOGA::\': I wili prove my caoc. The;·e 
\;,·a~ a little school in lll'i.· district v;hich hus 
been closccl. I made representa-tions oor •t 
new f:,-:hool at a nlace 11ot far distal)t fron1 
li1is school t.hal \\:as clo,ecl. and I >skeci for 
on inspector to be sent up to report on the 
matter. He >vent un and approved of the 
closing of the school C,ncl the removal of that 
-,chool to the -other ~itc ·where I had been 
hgjtating for a schooL 1 found out that the 
c:;timat(J co~t of the rcn1oval of thi.3 school 
was £149. \Yhethor that includes pai~ting 
or not. I cannot sa\·. .:·~~ I detS-irecl tD f.'lY:..: 

public funds. I ash; 1 se>·eral io< ol people if 
they >voulcl put in a tender for the removal 
of this school, a,nd also to state their price 
for painting. I recein:•d. cvcral tender3 for 
j ice removal of this >clwol. I do not ilronosc 
to give the nalU€'- just DO\'L but the Conl­
nlit.tee can have the infonnntion if theY 
t

1 e·::-ire it. T.he iirst tender read~- , 
"'For pulling down a school and pur­

ing up again, one· tank 5tand. two -.. v.c.':-, 
one vrindo1.v brokeE. and new tim_bcr 
put in \Vhere it is rcquircd and twl.:'nty 
ne'v sturnp cap:3, t\YO coats of p3.int on 
the outside of school all ronnel. I agree 
to do the \York for the .;;unl of £65 EJs.'". 

J5 again~r £149 e.-:tin1a1ed b:; the Dep;ntnlC'nt 
of Public \Yorks. 

l\Ir. COLL1X::': Thai i~ not proviug your 
~ltse. 

Mr. LOGAX: I "·ant to point om that 
aaothcr gentlen1.1n subrnittr'-d a tE.nde_ \vhich 
~ an1 prepaJ·e~l ~o l1a.nd lD tho dl'p 11 trnenl. 
He is quite vnl11ng to do the job fur £00. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\Il"E'i : '\Y,hich tender 
cljd you HCCC'pt ·: 

i\Ir. LOGAX: It i.; noi >vithin my pn""C" 
to accept any tender. n~ither did l ir·'encl 
tr.J rnislead the~e people \Vhoin I a~S.ked to 
.tender. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc'BLJC \YORl\S: \Ycre 
you askr-1 to get tenders fol' that \York? 

J\h. LOGA?\: :-\o. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR Pl-BLIC \YORl\S: \Yhat 
specification~, were they·; 

:\Ir. LOGA:\': There a.re no specifications 
:required. The school simply has to be pulled 

.down ctnd re-erected, and one man is pre­
pared to do that work for a little over one­
third of the estimate of the department, and 
I aLl not sure whether the e·>timate of the 
department included paintinQ;. Is it in the 
best interests of the public that this sort of 
thing should g-o on? I certainlv say it is 
not. Membe;;'s on the Go,-ernment side 
pa,rticular]y the hon. member for Rosewoocl: 
have asked tin1e and again. " Is contract not 
the same as day labonr ?" I sav. " Of course 
it is." ~--\ certain n1an n1a-..- take on a con~ 
tract for the remova,l of a building or for 
the erection of a new building. He has to 
employ day labour to do it, a.ncl he is 
compe!Ied to pay the award rates. I fail to 
see why that system of contract should be 
d1sallowed. I maintain that the policv of 
the Govprnment in this CJnnection is ;;,bso­
lutely wrong and i~ resulting in a waste of 
n1oney. There are Inanv other instances to 
which I could refer. bu't I wiil not do so, 
bee a use other hon. membe1·s have dealt fully 

with the l~natter, and I do not want to 
reiterate what they ha.ve said. These are 
cases which have been brought prominently 
before my notice. and, after the Minister 
made the statement which he did the other 
night. I armed myself with material to prove 
m_y case. 

A' far· as the Lockyer General Hospital 
is concerned, the people there are firmly of 
opinion that, if tenders had been called for 
the remoYal of the building, it could have 
been clone for about £400. whereas the esti­
mate of the Department' of Public \Vorks 
was £75C. \\"hen " have casc•s like tha.t. 
no one con say that the department is doing 
the best it can in the interests of the general 
public. Repairs to school buildings are 
urgently required in the country districts, 
yet the clepa,nment. when approached. says 
that thPn:> arC> HO funds aYailab1e. ·while it 
squander:;; n1oney in the \Yay that I have 
shown. In nn· criticism of the department 
I have endeavoured to be perfectly fair, but 
the concrete cases which I have brought fur­
ward pro\'e tha,t the best interests of the 
g·eneral public are not being considered. 
There is a huge amount of money being spent 
on public buildings in Brisbane. For my 
own part. I do not approve of this expendi­
hue nt the present time. \Ye know that 
practically all oyer Queensland we are faced 
with one of the worst droughts >ve ha,ve ever 
knmn1 in the history of the State. A person 
has not to go very far to see evid>•nce of 
that. This year may appear to be a.ll right, 
and there is <"Yidence of prosperity about the 
city, hut the city has not felt the pinch. 
\Ye must wait till next :·ear, when the 
returns con1e in. before we kno\Y where \Ve 
stand. \Yho knO\YS when the drought is 
going to break' I cla,im that the curtail­
ment of expenditure in the city would be a. 
\\-j3e thing at the present ti1ne. 

:\Ir. Cmuxs: \Yould that not throw men 
out of en1ployment: 

:\Ir. LOGAX: It might throw men out of 
employment. but how many men are thrown 
out of emplo::m<2nt in the country? No one 
likt•s to throw men out of employment, and 
no one would do more than I to keep men 
in >York. 

:\Ir. GLEDSOx: If you close do>vn public 
\Yorks. you are going to cause une1nployn1ent. 

;\1r. LOGA::\: \Ye are not going to close 
do1Yn public worb. \Yhat I say is. that they 
could be carried out under the contract 
,,-stem just a.s well as by day ]a,bour, and 
tlH;> work \Yonld be done in a more economi~ 
ea! way. That being so, there would be more 
mOJJe\" a,-ailable for public works, and it 
"·oulcl gin· more employment. J1;1oney conld 
hm·e been sa,-ed. for instance. if the £125 
abon~ the estimate of £400 for which the 
building mentii.,ned could ha,-e been removed 
had been saved. let alone the other item of 
£350 to which I han' referred. That would 
haYe gone a long \Ya~- towards repairing the 
re,idence at Lo1ver Tent Hill school, which 
is falling to pieces to-day. ::\'o one can say 
that the policy under ,,-hich the Government 
are can·ying "out public works to-day is i_n 
the best interests of the State. The pubhc 
funds are going t.o be exhausted quicker 
under the da v-lahour svstem than under 
contract. \Ye are practica.lly spending £1.000 
to keep n1en in employment for one week, 
\Y~len that anH1nnt of n1oney spent by con~ 
1Tact as. I s:.1ggest rnight give ernployment 
for two weeks under the contract system. 

Jir. Logan.1 
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I a~ked a question rccenth· in connection 
with the dam a !re done bv -engines w the 
Forest Hill rail~-ray gat-e.s." 

The CHAIR~L\X: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber should haYe discussed that on the Rail­
way vote. 

::O.Ir. LOGAX: I had a definite pur;·pose 
in asking- that questioi!, and I hope in the 
near future to proYe 1ny case. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PrBLIC \V ORKS : You 
will han to g-iYe better facts than you haye 
gi,·en to-llight. 

::O.lr. LOGAN: The ::O.Iinister does not 
appreciate \vhat I have said. 

The SECREL\RY FOR PCBLIC \VORKS: Your 
Hatements are not based on fact-I sav that 
definite],.·_ • 

::O.Ir LOGAX: Tell me \Ylwrc thev are not. 
The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC \VoR~S: I will 

deal \Yith you. 

::O.Ir. LOGAX: I am dealing \\ith the 
:-.Iinister. I haYe eig-ht or nine letters which 
I can read which \Yould back up my argu­
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC \VORKS: Those 
letters do not back up your case. 

::O.Ir. LOGAX: I do not propose to take 
''P the time of the Committee any longer. 

The SECRETARY roR PrBuc \YoRKS: I say 
dcfinitt1 lv that the staternents you 1nade are 
not in ,1ccordance with fact. 

::O.Ir. LOG AX: If the facis are not right 
I am not ro blame-the department is to 
l>lanw. I sincere!,· hope that the :Minister 
and the GO\·ernment generally will see the 
wiscl-lm of altering their policy. When they 
can !!:et \York done for half the mane"<" which 
they~ are now paying, \Yh~- not 1Tiake a 
change·: 

Tiw SECRETARY FOR PeBI.Ir \YORKS: You 
camwt Q:et it done for half the moneY. You 
arc' not staring facts. Your estiillate is 
entirely "\Yrong. 

:Hr. LOCU.X: I \Yill giw the hon. gentle­
man the tender and he will see that I am 
right. 

The SECRETARY FOR PeBLIC \YORKS: The 
tt)nckT is not based on any specification. 

The b,,l! indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 
Quc~tinn put and passed. 

SER\"JCES-PrBl.lC BriLDIXGS. 

Tlw SECRET~-\RY FOR FCBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Jlackay): I beg to 
il10Yl'-

.. Thai £35.450 b,• Q:rantecl for ' Ser-
Yict's-Pub]ic RuildingS. 1 

'' 

This represents an increa~e of £2.200 on the 
Estiinatt• of Ia:=:.r year. due, first, to the 
incn .. "'aH·Ll arcom1nodation required for dif­
ferent rlepnrhnent:'c necessitating increases in 
rent and al~o ro incrca,.,ed costs of "\Vater, 
rare-=. fla:'. a11d other thing-s n1cntionecl in 
tlw sci}Pcluk. ~ 

Qucnion put and passec1. 

B1~TLDTXG8. 

Th 0 SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC ·wORKS 
(Hon. \\'. ForQ;an >:'mith, J[ru·kc 'i): I beg to 
I110YC-

. ·· ~.hat £:0l,CCC be gTanted for 'Build­
Ings. 

'Ihis j~ an increa:;:e of £6,COO on la~t year's 
ef:tiinatc. 

[jl1r. Logan. 

::\lr. ::\L\XWELL i Toalcong): I notice aL 
on1oum of £30,0C>C on this YOte for 
'· General repair:", paintin!r, in1proven1c11t", 
aud incidentals." I \vould ·"nggcst to the 
::O.Iiniste,· that an opnortuuity be giYcn t-e> 
trade:;;n1cn to suln11it ~their esrlrnates to his 
dcnartnwnt. as that \Yill hav0 a tendency re 
r.•;luce the cost of a number of these build­
ing:;;;. During the discussion fi~·ures hayc been 
g·iven hv hon. 1nen1bers opposite proving con~ 
elusive!~· to their own satisfaction that a 
ccrtdin ·svstem is the proper course to adopt 
in connc~tion with ·works carrieJ out by the­
Department of Public \Yorks. As agaimt 
that. we on thi·· side have giYen figures and 
produced rlocumentarc· eYiclencc to prove tlu:t 
tlw ,,-ork could be clone equalh· as well, 1£ 
11or bettPl'. u11d('l' the contract. S~'~tf'lll, as I~ 
\Yould lw under the supenision of officers of 
the department. I yield to no one in n;y 
;Hlmiration of the working men of Anstra]Ja, 
and particularly of Queensland. I. do not 
n~~ociatf' n1vse1f \Yith an~: re1nark:" wh1ch haYe 
he en n1adc · IYith respect to loafing or " slow­
ing down." and I want to n1ake Iny position• 
dear in that connection. If one is to be 
!::tnidl''d bv the \Vork that has heen d-one b-.;:r 
contract, ·comparNl with the estimates which· 
ha ,.e been submitted bv officers of the depart­
Jnent as to \Yhat the wOrk being carried out at 
present is going; to cost, tlwn £30.000 will go 
a verv little distance in completmg the work 
\Yhicli it is so C"'sentjal to have done. It is 
on1y n0cessarv for n1c to deal with a little 
rccCnt histor_':: to illustrate n1y 11oint. During 

the debate this afternoon refer­
rB.30 p.n1.] encc \YU~ 111adc to 0110 o£ t~e 

finest buildino;;;; \YC have In 
Ouccnslnncl-I saY Olll' of tl1e frncst buildings 
i;1 At!nralia-the ExecntiYc Building. That 
hlorK occupies a frontage to thP Queen's 
Gnrden.; and thP Pri11ting: Office lane 
of 23 ... ; feet 2 inches ancl a frontage 
to \Yillimn street and G0orge street 
of 158 feet 2 inch~'. \Yith a >tone ex­
tt'J'ior on all four ~idc:3. It lw~ five ~torie~, 
\\ ith a ba,~ment. It co.>t £142,132 3,_ ?d. I 
do not I'Hlnt to 1ni~lr£t.d-I recognise quite 
fulh· that the cost or building- has changed 
consiclcrabh· since the Execnti,~,, Building 
\Ya:-> erected. both as to the price:-3 of n1ateriai 
a.ml the price of labour. 

Th~~l take another llllilding which has bee~l' 
rcf'Pntly con1pletecl. Thr State Iu.suranc~ 
Building is eight stories \Yith a has0n1cnt, and 
has t\Yo fr-ontage~ of ~tone simi1ar to that of 
the E::-.:ecutiYc 13nilding, rhc working of 
\Yhich necessitate.;;; a great ainou11t of skill and 
labour. It ha' a frontage to Gc'org-e street 
of 109 feet 6 inches and a. f1·ontage to :Elizabeth 
>tred of 137 feet 6 inches. It cost £140,966 
9s. 4cl. Those two buildings arc a crcclit to 
any con1n1unit_v, to the contractors. and to 
the officers of the Department of Public 
·works \diO supeni,cd rheir erection. The 
clcnartn1011t is now con1pleting the Trea'Sur:v 
Building block. The existing· Treasur~- Build­
ing- \Yas erectf'cl in two sections. The first 

as built by Phippard Bmt]10rs for £99.000, 
and the second bY ::O.Ir. Jud0 for £66,000, 
making- a total of £165.000. The new build­
in!'-· will haYe two frontages of stone of a 
characier easier to manipulate than that in 
the ExecutiYe or State Insurance Buildings. 
It ·will have a frontag-e to George street of 
109 feci· 6 inches and to Queen street of 137 
feet 6 inches. It will haYe four stories and· 
a basement, and will continue the wails­
alreed,· completed. so that the t\YO ends of it 
are practically erected and there IS appar~ 
~ntly going to be another w1all amount of 
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ronstrucrion in the for1n of the garden por~ dl: 
ticn at tlw back. Yet we find that nnder 'i1 

the da~ labour ~ystc1n rhat building is C'sti­
matcd to co;t £230.000. If a building; such as 
the Executive Building, co\-ering a \Yonder­
ful area, and displaying magnificent stone 
work could be built for £142,132, and if the 
Sratc ln;nrancc Building could be built com­
paratiHly rcccntk for £140.966-both build­
in;:;s f2:!Yinp: considerably n1ore floor area than 
the propo,ccl new Treasury Building-is the 
::\Iinistcr f'Oing to perpetuate tho system 
under 1'\·hich his department works? 

The SEcRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC IYORKS: You 
know perfectly wcll--

:\h-. :\IAXIYELL: I know JWrfcdlv well 
that on tlw face of it it is -a disg·r~acdnl 
condition of aJfair~. Is it anv \Yonder that 
thf' people nf OnPf'P:.;;L:nH_l nn~ finrlilHT fault 
with th· .;np~lO~I''; "''tn~\ n0:;JlJCr' in tlw ])Pnari­
nH'nt of Publie "\rork:"> ·: There art' tht~ fads­
the official c~timat'' of the hon. ~·cnt!Pman's 
<lcnart n1ent aucl the cost of the , crPetion of 
rwo n-f thr• fino~t lmildings in the Conunon­
\YC'alth 1n· cmltl'.lCt. 

:\Ir. FOLEY: Y<nr nc\"cr mentioned the Town 
Hall. 

Iikc• t;lf' hon. 
,.,:ith the TmYn llall. 

lc·<~Yt' 1 hat to !2'C'll1H:"l'S 

I mn Hot <l· -ociatl'd 

The SECRETIRY ron Prsuc \YonKs: Yon 
are a:-:."'o~·intccl ""·.ith the Enlp~o\-t'r~' Fctlcr::t-
tion. 

:\h. :\!.\ X\YELT.: Tf the lwn. ,,·enr lrrnan 
nny :-<at-i~fn('tinn nllt nf th<:lt i:tt<'l.ifYtion. 

do not tnilld. j.;.; the hon. Q:Pllticnwu n 
mf•!ni,cl' nf 11 nnlou? 

Tiw Sr:cnETIHY ron P1:BLIC \YORKS: Of 
conr~t· I an1. 

:\~r. :\[ .\ X\YELL : Of COlll'><' hn i,, anrl he 
"\Ydllh tn ch'llY to me~ tlH' · cuuc rls:dn. I an1 
11nt ~.-oing to .. :;:cab" on lllY Jnate:-<-rnake no 
n1i~rak1• nhont that~ Tt i~ 'unions :'H('h a~ the 
EmJJlGYl~r:--' FedPratinn anc1 tllC' 1f'~·itiruate 
tradr.! {lnion:.:.:-,Yhich I lwli~~;,-p in-tb~t crc<:d·t' 

l ''trf'l' undt1 l':-'tanc1in,!..:.: iH't'iYC'Pll n1an and 
('111plo~·cr. [t ha~ bPcn ·Tatr'd this 1:1ftt'r11oon 
rhat thP Pnlpln~:t'l' i~ onr 1'.) ,c.:hlln ;-1nd ruln 
rh0 \York ht• i~ ·doln~r. \Y1• h<l n' hnd con­
du~iq• nroof to rhP conirar~ from the officers 
nf the hon. ,!TPntlt•rnan'"'- tlr>pr\rinlt'llL 1rho haYC 
:-'ho·'l'n dwt tht• co111ract ~Y:-:;tcru ha~ been Yf'l'Y 

~ati:-.factor~- b~· p:iYing ro. the contractors thC 
certificatf'S OJl "\Yhich thf'Y h<P"P rf. PiYt1 d l)<1Y­
:n:ent and "\Yhich arc a·n inclicatioll of· tl;e 
1nanner in which tl1ey haYf' their \York. 
The hon. "cntleman hiru<clf to the 
Yen· excellent \YO!"k which lws brrn done. 
It ;, onh· ri"ht that rho puhlic should be 
~nade aY.-al'C of tlw an1onut of Jnnnc....- which 
1t i~ c~timatcd "-ill be spl'llt upon the com­
nletio·l of the Treaenn· Bnildine; block. as 
cnmparc.d with the cost of thr fine buildings 
I ilaYe- nlt•ntioned. -

:\"ain I urge on the ::\Iinieter. lwfore hn 
sends 8 con~tructi()n gang fron1 BrisLanc to 
:-:n1ne pL~ce in thP countrY. to consider 
Y:hcrhcr it would not be as '.Yell to P"in• som<:' 
of t],. loco l JWOple an opportunity to sa\'0 
hl< clepn rrmcm money, irrespectiYc of the 
ro1ic~· of the Gon:r111nent. If. as I said 
br·fme. t hc1· will do the work for comider­
cblY If'" 01; any le" than the c~timatc of the 
Ilcpanmcnr of Public 1\"orks. then let them 
do the work. The department cannot do it 
as cheaplY under the conditio10s under \Yhich 
it "\Vork..:.:,' because: for one thing, traYelling 

tin1c has to lJl1 paid for. The Pnlployer out­
sick has to comply with the conditions of the 
Arbitration Court award. It secm·s to me· 
that the cm11loyer is to be osimcisocl by a. 
section of the community-ham the society 
of gentlemen occupying the Treasury bcnche' 
-nohvithstanding that he is contribnting 
considerablv to the taxation of the State. 
.·md I have :-·et to learn that a great nmnbe1· 
of the <'mplo:-ers of this State have made 
fortunes. I know n great matP· of them 
who ha Ye b0en \Yorking cYcr :-ince- they C'Hn1e 
l:cre, and baY(' to go on working: their 
pocket·" arf' not ss ·wcJl lined af' tho;;;e of 
"'me hon. members on tlw other ~ide of the 
House. On thi,, point, I >vant to remit'cl 
lwn. member' of what I ~aid in this Chembe1· 
in 1922. I want io quote thrs<' crrses in the 
TnwnsYille and Innisfail distrid. 

.\ builclincc erected under tlw rlav-labour 
fl_\·~tr-n1 C"ost £102 pPr squar€'. snd a buiLl:ing 
('J'f'c-i('d for the \Yorkers' Dwellin,Q"s Boarc1 
nnder the contract SY~tem \Yas crPctr-J for £58 
]1Pl' ~quare. Thc~e building;-:; Wt'l'P both :;;uper­
viserl h-: (Jfficet·s of the drnartmC>nt, and no 
111an can ~a)· rhat the building that cost £53 
prr :-:quare \Ya." PrcctPrl in nn inferior \vay to 
thr bnilding co:-;t ing £102 per i'(]lHtn). 

Thr' Sn·nrT.\RY ron PcBLTC \YonKR: \Yherc 
"'<.ls thar ·: 

:\fr. '1.-\ "\YELf, the To•• nsYilJ,, and 
L!ni .... f ,ll di"'1 I l' thP hon. gP'11tlen1an 
to "HatJ.san1 1922. at Jlctge 1224. 

='.h. PoLLOCK: I >hall refer you to rhe 
Tc\\"ll Hail. 

='.!r·. :\IA:"\.\YET.L: The !ton. g<•ntlPman has 
h:, n ou, of tllt' Chamber duriug this debate, 
r:nd knn'iY:-' nothing about it. 

:\ft·. T'or.r.OCE: '/ou \\"\'l'i' a L,rnt when the 
Tc1wn IIall qtll'si-ion "\Ya, discussed. 

:\L·. :\IAX\I"ELL: Tlw hon. gentleman is 
lJ{~t goi1ur to dl'ag n1c- into that---question. I 
can take cn1·c n{ np:self. 

The CIIAIH:\L\": Order~ I hope the 
lwu. gentlernan ,.~,ill address the Chair. 

:\fr. :\L.I,.::\:\YET.T.: I am doing so. I want 
io inlJH"C" upon the :\linister the desirable­
ne"'"· ill tliC' ('XlH'llditnre of this £101.000. of 
~:l\"ing the peoplr outside 'lncl those in the 
("il.v an opportnnit.v of subr11itting an l ~ti­
rnatf' iu connc.;tiou with the 'vork. nn 
r:r:otht'l' Yoit:' I haYc drawn the hon. gentle­
Plau'~ attention to certain buildings that are 
in a stntr of di"·ppair. I elso drew his 
utention to the matter last year when the 
Estimate's \\"ore before the Committee. \Ye 
E<till lw Yl' the s:1n1e buildings in th~ f'Unle 
otatc of disrepail". As the hon. member 
for Qneenton poinied out, negligence in con­
li('ctjon \vith the painting and repairing of 
buildings has a tendency to cn'atc a bad 
impression, and to deteriorate the buildings. 
1 hope the l\Iini.;ter will g-iYe attentio;r to 
the :-ng~cHions I have n1adc, as they arc in 
the best interests of his depattmcnt. 

Box. W. H. BAR)JES (lFr/111111111): I \vmrld 
iikc the :\[inist<'!' to take• a' walk rmud this 
Yer:· building and sec the impoYcrishecl state 
"\\ c· are getting into 1n connection ·\vith E-on1e 
of our cushions. There is et C'ushion her(' 
thr.t is a disgTace to Parliament House. It 
has been lik7: Htat for about a fortnight. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC \YORKS: Yoru 
should report that to the Buildings Com­
mittee. They control that. 

Hon. TV. H. Bar11es.] 
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Hox. W. H. BARC\ES: C\o. The :\IinistH 
'b ·~ a hrrpp) knack o! passing it on to :30nle­
·one else. 

The SECRH.IRY FOR P l:BLIC \YORKS : I pass 
-it on to the people: who are respo!lsiblc. 

The CHAIK\L\.X: Orcler! The hon. 
gc•ntlE'nlan can only dra"\Y attention to it. 
'The hon. gentlenwn kno\YS that the n1a tter 
l:e allude·, to doe>. not come under the con­
trol of the Department of Public \\'orks. 

Hox. \\'. H. BAli.XES: If it doe> 11ot 
f'cme under the l\liuistcr's control. it oug"ht 
·tn do so. ' ~ 

The Cl-IATH.:UAX: The hon. geLtleman 
2hould a{Jdre:::s his l't'l1larks to the Building­
Conln1ittec'. 

Hox. W. H. B.-\RC\ES: I ,hall take 
ach-ice. 1lr. 1\::inY-<-lll, and at thP close this 
·debate I will adclrL·~· the BuilUing Conlln;c­
tcl:. Iu tltP n1eantin1c. I consider it ro be 
v:ithin 1ny duiy to draw attention to it. 

Ther- arc cnw m h o other matters that I 
would like to dmw the :\Iinister's attenri·)n 
·tiJ. To-night the ~Iini~ter has n1ade so1ne 
refercnct to the c·nltl';J.Ct ~ystcrn, 1110re _par­
tirulnrlJ jn rnllll('ction IYith the buildinQ· that 
JJ 13 bt~en e!'Pl':e'l·l at the corner of Ge-or~~e 2.nd 
Elizabeth e!reet>. ~ 

The SECRET.\RY FOR Pt'BLJ" \YORKS: Yes; l 
·C01Tectccl the hu11. 1nen~ber for :::\undah. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARC\ES': The hoiJ. gentle­
)_-nan rnay lw.Yl' (·oJTL'cL·cl tltP hon. nlt:nlOer 
fc•r C\nndah--1 W· · not in the Chamber at 
the tirnc. The• point l waJtt to ntak~· ],..; that 
bt: 1nacle sont:' reh•renc('-I atn twr sugge~ t­
il1'2" that his r0fPrencv Yi·as iHcorn!<'t---t,;J- rhe 
fuct that a tl'Jl(i<'r \\as le-t at about £3.000 
high('l' than the esrinwt12 of the dl'p"-n·tnll'llt. 

The SECRF.T.mY FOR PuBLIC \YORKS: Approxi­
mately £6,000 highN. 

Ho;,;-. \Y. H. BARXES: I think th· hon. 
-~entlen1an is "·ron9,·. l think it \Vas about 
£3.000 highr>r. 13u't. taking hin1 at his own 
'ord, I think that the~ al·coptancc of a tender 
for that work ,,-a, one of the best things that 
en'r happeucd the :';·ate of Qr,eeHdancl. 
'because l ;-enture to cu,- that, if that tender 
had not been acc<..)p-::cd. t'hc rc~ults \Voulcl h8xe 
bt-~en YCrY different. I ,,·as the ~linister who 
sip1Pcl tl!at ·tender. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBUC \VoRKS: Three 
-,veeks tefore the elections. 

Ho~. W. H. BARXES: It "-culd haw 
been a disastrous thing if that work had 
bE·en curried out bv da" labour. I think the 
l\Iinistcr \Yas PX(:·eec.hlu:dY unfortunate in 
n1ttki11g the reference thai he did--

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \\' ORKS : Oh, no ! 

Hox. W. II. BARXF:S: Because the fact 
remaim that if it had been commenced elm­
ins the war ]Je:'iod that building would ha;-c 
cost ,-cry much more than the tender. I 
i bink that is coJtlmon property, and the hon. 
gentleman to-night mnst ha,-e known that tho 
ucceptance of that tcnde!.· meant cl saying to 
the State. 

The SECRETIRY FOR Pcnuc L,,XDS: You do 
r:ot kno-..v all the circun1stances. 

Hox. W. H. BARl'\ES: I know that. gener­
ally S:tleah:ing. \Vhen tbe estimate of the 
departr•'Jcnt anrl_ the tender are Yerv near in 
a big work like tlut, it is very m'nch safer 
to accept the tender Tather than the estinutte 
.of the department. I do not wa-nt to critici.se 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

unfairly. l a111 J,l'('f'~!red to 
conllection ,,_ith rho Goodrw work ,\as 
a trent!_·nJou-: di~l'l'Ppanc.'; bet1. ·pen th~; con­
tract 1rire an-d t)H· dt·purtn1ental estunate. 
I a1n prepared to ad111ir that tv.-ice tPnders 
"-ere ir:-..-ited ior that work. and ulti1natclv 
the work \YU:S carric-cl out. I belie \-e it \\'<l;S 

curried ont at .a. co::.t prctt:, n1uch the 33.nle 
as the c .. tinuue of the department. 

The PRDIIER: Lc•ss than the cstimute. 

IIox. \\'. H. B_-'\.RXES: I am tru't'ng to 
rnPinor)-. 

The ~~l'llETIRY FOR PrBLIC \YORKS: There 
\Ya:::-. a cua:-idt..\rable saYinEt. I quoted the 
fi g:nres this ab err1oou. .__ 

IIox. \Y. H. B~-'\.RXES': Speaking geEer­
allY, \vLen YOU tal<:t' thL' variouf3 \rtH'k:3 that 
hu ~-p been elttl'red upon under the day-labour 
;:-:_.,teal or oilH·nvj~e. l Ycnturc to say ~hat it 
\';ill be fntuni rhnr the contract sy:3tt'nl IS very 
1nuch LH•tt,•r than the dav-labour ~v~ten1. 
Cndcr d11) tlwn? an irlct~lttiYt..:. \Ve 
h .,-p tl~i~ hon. 
(1ppu::-itc. IYhl'll th·•y w::tn, anv -..vork done. 
l'Ot o·el it dulll' "lJy day labour~ but hy 
contr~v1. 

The 
haYP ll.Ct 

\rorl<:. 

FOH Pl'BLIC' LIXDS: Thnv 
orgnni:--a1·icll to ~upl)i'Yi:-0 t:~.e 

IIox. \Y. H. D.-\RXES: I aclmit that. All 
thr m:lt. tht•,- ha ye rhC 111L~lll:- t1) ge~ a.n 

to do the ::-upen·i;;;ion for then1. 
1· ~ rery puor argnrnent by the -::\Iirns­

t'.'l'. I dP uot think the hon. gentll'rnau has 
\"(~t joined the bcnedict~. If lH~ had don0 so 
~u1d had built a lwnH"'. he ~.\-ould lHi.xe found 
ir ,-en- C'n;:..,· ro hnYe g·ct sunlf'Olll' to super,·ise 
the '/\'ark. 'The point- I \vant to n1uke is tl!at 
there has bl'en a con~iclLrabh::. -..vaste of n1oney 
in C:uP n~1and ill coniwcrion \Vith bui!ding3 
bY rcet•on of the fcti'h which has been pr.;c­
t-i'>ed with rcqwct to day labour on all 
occasion-3. 

)t colllJle of :-cars "go 1nen -were sent to 
Scnthnort to do ccrtn in r('pairs. They \vcre 
hvo daY v,-aiting for hn1bcr. They had a 
rig·ht ti.• be pnicf. as they were there readv 
and ' illing to do the work. The fact 
rcn1ain-; that therP is not the san1p Incentive 
i~l connection \\-ith da \' la hour as tlLre is in 
connection with the other system. 

The SECHETARY FOR PrBLIC LAXDS: There 
is no iEcentiYe to put in "crook" \vork. 

Hox. \\'. H. B_\RXES: I am sorry that 
the :\linistcr 1n8kes that reference. because I 
take it that the de;nclmenr-I kno\\' the 
dcnartment. and I kno\\' the officers weil­
v. iil s<:,~ that tht~ -..•.-ark is c~rrie.d out vv;::l1. 
Dnd thev are therP to S(~e that the work is 
carried 'ant according 10 ~pecification~. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl-BLil' LAXDS: \Ve have 
n ntanbcr of tunnels on the C'ai!.·n~ Range 
that ,,-ere built under the contract ~ystcm. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARXES: I do Eor kn0w 
\l·hethcr lt \Yns before the days of the hon. 
gcntleJPan. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PrBLlC L.GDS: Long 
before. 

Hox. \\'. H. IL\ H::\ ES: n the tunnels had 
hen ('On~tructed in his day. they ·would have 
been nYice as bad n~ in the days to ·which 
he n.)fr>-r·:,, That iE' nn isolated case. It i~ 
no n3e i he }Iini:;;ter Q'etting· upon his feet 
and ~ayir:g· that f'VPr~:thing done .3,) fur as 
the cLly-lc;l•uLF sy~~te~n i::: C'J!!l't.)l'!:· (~ nten~l3 
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:;.roflt. At tilllC.-:, it ht12 nH'?..nt prn.-::..t. ~ ':".L~ at 
·other tim~, it ha~ b,.'C'll di~a~tl'{)U'}. 

?vh. KELSO (_Yuw?'!hl: Tl'i' a:~c:·:coon 
the }Iiniotcr ·with gTC'at :.;:u.-.to--

Th~ CI-L\.IR:\L\:'\.: Ord,~r ~ The no:;, :~0:11· 
bcr C'annot reply tu what \Ylli~ o;: p~e-
Yious Yote, or the di~cn<Ssion ;..H! inter-
minable. H0 can di2Clh . ., thi::- YU~t?. 

::\Ir. KELSO. ThP :'.Iini,te:· eo 
n1ade a mi:::;statf>ment on th<" (tuestil);:; 
labo'..n~ as it affects State In~u1:::u:c ~· 

The· CI-LHR:\L\:'\ : Order : T!21' rcon. 
tllPlnbcr HlUSt n::.aJi:;:e that I an! not auin:I 
to permit hin1 to re1)h- trJ ('\·:~~·T; ~tar~~ne:li 
made by the :\Iini.,ter. ·If I dill · otl1e:· 
n1e!nber.s u1ight avail thern~elve.-. 
tunitv. nnd \Ye IYonld i1aYl' 
dis('u .. sed o~.·cr a ncl cn·er 
nleruber shouki ha n:\ risnn 
resnrnPcl his seat and before I ntn 

:\h. KELSO: I \\ i,h to :naJ~c -,; o:e>bna­
·~ion. 

The CHAIR:\L\:'\: The horc. '''"":cc cat! 
-do that at the proper time. . 

Thc- PHK\IlER : On !nctlozt fo!:' tl1e 
.re.c·eption of the l'l 

Question put and pa~:;ed. 

COURT OF IXD'CSTP.I.\L ARBIIR.\.TIO:'-~. 

The SECRETARY FOR ITBLIC WORKS 
{Hon. ·w. Forgan Smith. Jfacbzy·: I h~· 
to Il10YC-· 

'' That £3.43C be ~Tantc<I foe' 'C'oan 
of Indu,triai Arbitration.'" 

This i" a decrease on the Yotc for la-st ~ c::u:. 
'l"he appropriation is ba<Sed "n the aCtual 
co~t of th! sub-f.k•rJartnlent laat year. 

. ::\Ir. sv.-A Y:'\E (Jf',·,.,ni:: The ap;oro:wia­
.twn. for 1922·23 was £5.136, while the o.ppro­
pnatwn for the current Year i' £3.4.30-a 
decrease of £1.753. I woi.Ild like to ;,now 
if tlw reason for the decrcLo,c is tlv: i~1ten­
tion of the GoYClTilllE'nt to n1 d\:P Je::;~ :.lse of 
the court in future. \Yhcn the Act was 
a1~1~1?de~1 to bring the Go\-el·nnlent en1pioyeE'"· 
wltlnn 1ts sC'ope, \YE' \YC'l'£' told that ol verv 
,Jrominent point in the polic.- of the Govern­
ment was that the ArbitJ.lti'on Court should 

·deal \vith the Governrnent e1nployees in the 
sa1nc nulnnt-:r as thev dealt ·with the 
employees of private en1ploc·er.3. The othu 
day a dispute occurred 1vith the en1plovees 
on the Governn1cnt dre-dge.~ and stean1ers. 
That dispute was not de~lt with bv the 
court. In thP agree111ent an:i ved in. it 
.appears that tht: C'ourt is being- cut out in 
tl:e future. Som0 rea::;on shoil1d ~;e given 

'.fer that. I unclershnd that this 'ltoviso 
.:ti:Jpe1r.s in the agTecn1ent- · 

"It i,.:; tnutualh· ngrer•d tlu1t nt.ithe1· 
party 'vill approaci1 the AriJitration 
Courts for n variation during the- tenn5 
of the agreement. In the oo a 
dispute arising upon any n1att('j' the 
ngreen~cnt the point of di-;pute (Je 
referred to the representative o: the 
Governn1ent and thr.> .secrt?tarv of the 
Seamen',, lJnion (Queensiand ~ Bra:1ch. 
Shoulrl they fail to arrive at a satis­
factorv Ucci:.:.ion. the mattl'l' shail thc•n bl' 
referr~d to an arbitrator rnutn::tlly a~reed 
upon, 1Yho3e decision shall be ~lnat and 
binding." 

'Tflat scen1s to L0 .an in1portar:t dP:•1.rture 
.~.n the polic:'i7 of the Governn"!ent, a~d same 
·xpLH~ntion i~ needed. I~ i.-. a :·f>vcT~i·;n tJ the 

old :'_;stern of \\'<lt],'l''3 ~J.):J.rJ..,. I~ i.; ~d.s,) inter-

estino· while on this suhjcC't. to learn \Yhetber 
in th~_: ca:3e of or her '.:-coor:s cf GoYCl'ntnent 
OllDloyf?P.~-the r:::tihvay e~nployees, or the 
P0licP L~nion-the san1e l'lrocedure is to be 
aclopted anLi a ~pecial tril.n1nal crtate-d, not· 
withstanding the fact that we are devoting 
n1one~: e1·ery year for the upkeep of this 
court. Ti1e .\rbitration Court is part of the 
J.1olic\· of the Govenunent, and all n1atters 
cor~rerning their en1ployecs should bJ dealt 
with the court in the sa1ne- Inanner as 

with the en1ployees of ~Jrivate 

Another matte!' to be discus>ed on this 
vote i, -,dwthcr it is right that preference 
shn1dd bt:' gin?n to political bodies. I can 
quite l1nder'3t.and in t.he ca,--e of a trade union 
thiit a ")reat dt..,al can be said as to 'vh;. ... it 
should ha \·e certain priYileges. The- unions 
devote t ~treat dct1 of titne and tnonev to 
improving: .. rhe condition of the 'vorker".' but 

nl"n :-ay no\Y, •· \Ye \Yill con1pel you. 
'· T,'OU like it or not. or ,Yhether von 
bdicYc il1 n cc·rtain cau.o:o or party or ~lot, 
to ~uh:-{'ril ... ,.. to the funJ:=; of that party and 
to ('Crtain llCW~papcrs 1vhethcr you read then1 
nr not." It is gro~s tr~7 anny to nutke that 
the nric,_• of a man being allov•;ed to earn 
his living. I have here the rules of the 
Au"tralial1 \Yorkers' l:nion. \Yhen I said 
jusr no':: that I understood 'vh:: certain 
trade union.3 shonld haYe certain privilege~ 
I had in ;-iew the obiects stated in rule 3 
of the Australian \Yor'i;;:ers' l~'nion-

" (',) To re-gulate and protect tile con· 
ditions of lubznn·. the rt1 lation:; bet\veen 
>sorkn1r:1 and c-n1ployers and bctv,;een 
1-rorkmen and \vorkn1en: 

'· 17J, To regt~late conditions on the 
conduct" nf the trade. business. or indus­
try o~ thc n1e1nbers: 

;' (c) To pron1ote the g·eneral and 
n-:.a terial \Yelfare of the n1e1nbers;" 

and so on. There is no objection to that. 
Those an• the objects that are desirable. and 
which eYer: om' can support. \Yhat I do 
object to i3 where the rules state further 
on in parngTaph (!.·)-

"To rE,pla-ce the present cmnnetitive 
",;tem lw rhe collective ownNship of the 
11wans of production, distribution. and 
exchange." 

The CHAIR:\1A:'\: Order~ I fail to see 
what tlH: constitution of the AustraLian 
\Yorkers· l~uion has to do 'vith the vote for 
the Conrt of Indust1·ial Arbitration. I am 
ccrtainlv not o·oinrr to per1nit the hon. lllE'!11-

ber to (1i~·cu~s~ the
0 

C'onstitution of any union 
undl'i' thi~ vott·. ThP hon. g·entlcman 1nnst 
<li'<·!L"·' rh· nclministration of the Industrial 
Arhltration (-----.{)l1l't, alld not ihe constinuion 
of thP An:-trrr1ian \Yorkrr~' L~nion. 

:\Ir. SIYAY:'\E: I was discussing the pro­
Yi~jons of son1e of the a wards. 

The CILURD.IA);': The hon. gentleman 
wa' not quoting the award, hut the 
constitution of the Austra.!ian ·workers' 
union. 

J'.lr. SWAY:'\E: I was remarking that for 
a man 'vho does not believe in the abolition 
o~ the nresent s~+sten1, and \Yho does not 
bdie,-e in Communism. it is the height of 

t+'rann..- to con1pel hirn to 
[8 p.m.] comply' ,,-ith such c<;nditions. If 

i1on. members oppos1te knew that 
bef..'re they cculd earn their living they had 

Jir. Swa~:ne.] 
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to lwlon;:: to a Liberal Association, or had 
ro ~ubscribc to the "Courier"--

:\lr. GLEDSOX: \Ye were told that we would 
have to do that. 

:\Ir. S\YAY::\E: Thev would consider it 
mmt tyrannical, and so' it would be. It is 
cquallv tyrannical \vhen you turn round and 
,.,,.that a. man must belong to a political body 
"·hich has for its object an aYowedly destruc­
ti' e policy, and that he must subscribe to 
the funds of certain political newspapers 
before he can \York in Queensland. iVhy 
should a man \Yho does not agree with the 
objects of the policy of hon. members oppo­
site have to pay money towards tbeir 
electoral expenses? 

The CHAIRMAX : Order ! The hon. 
mcmbN' has failed to satisfv me that he is 
dealing with the Court of Industrial Arbitra­
tion. The hon. member is discussing the 
constitution of the Australian iYorkers' 
Cnion. 

:\lr. SWAY::\E: I should like to do ,o, 

:\Ir. DASH: The hon. member kno\YS 
nothing about it. 

:\lr. SWAY:\E: I have the rules here, but 
I am not allowed to quote them. 

The CH~HR:\IA:\ : Order! 'fhe hon. mem­
ber must discuss the administration of the 
Arbitration Court, awards, and so forth. I£ 
I am going to permit him to discuss the 
C'omtitution of the Australian \Vorkers' 
~Cnion. other hon. members might discuss the 
constitt!tion of the Employers' Federation, or 
somcthmg of that type. 

:Hr. S\Y AY:\E: I could quote some other 
mlcs, but I do not now desire to do so. 

:\h. HYXES: 'l'ell us something about that 
1916 omgar arrangement. 

:\lr. SiYA Y::\E : I was quoting facts when 
I said that awards contained a proYision 
li!lliting employment to members of certain 
bodies. Those bodies in their turn claim 
the right to dictate to their members as to 
\vhat--

Thc CH~UR:\IAN : Order ! If the hon. 
member does not respect my ruling. I shall 
<ical \Yith him. I desire him to understand 
that. if he wants to discuss preference to 
unionists. he can do so but I am certainlv 
not p:oing to allow hin't to discuss the con­
stitution of any union. If I did so, I should 
haY<' to allow other hon. members to discuss 
the constitutions of various other unions. 
That \Yould not be discussing the Arbitration 
Court Yote. 

:\Ir. SiYAY:\E: I think that I am clis­
cassing the question of compulsory preference 
tO Ul110111St~. 

The CHAIR:iUA::\1 : I would like to point 
out to the hon. member that I decide 
Y;hcther he may discuss that or not. 

:\Ir. SWAYXE: I am gi>ing my reasons 
a"·· to why I object to preference being given 
in certain cases. I have quoted ir,stances, 
pnng any amount of reasons for such objec­
tions. Again, I haYe given other instances 
ar.cl haYe advanced fads showing that I do 
not think it _is right or just that preference 
•hould be g1 ven in those cases. Had you 
allowed me to. continue, :\fr. Kirwan, I 
would haYe fimshed and sat down bv this 
time. You have simply prolonged my 
remarks. because I had to obey your call to 
order: .I do ':ot think that anyone can say 
that 1t 1s a fau thing that a man should be 

[Mr. Swayne. 

cut out of ;·ll employment if he does not 
belong to a. certain political party, and 
contribute from his earnings to the upkeep· 
of tli[Lt party or its Prts~. 

The CHAIR:\L\:\ : Order ! 
:\lr. Hy:-;ES: Did not 'our association 

endeaYour to bring in compulsory member­
ship? 

:\Ir. KERR (Eno[J!!fi"a' Bdore thP Yote 
£·C r~ throngh I :;:houJd like the Mini.;;t('l' to 
indicate 10 the Cmm. ittce the policy of th•' 
(~oYerl1L!('l1t in regard ro the oYcrlapptnp: cf 
the StatP anLl Fcder1l awards. I regard it 
r::-:. a pren~- bjg qnt::,'tion, 2-o far as the 
adn1ini~tration of the law is concerned. ::\ly 
at tcntion ha.s been dra1Yn to 1\yo definite 
st:tten1enrs n1ade Lv thr Secrctar;- for Public. 
\Yorks in rcf.::ard rO rhis InaHcr. :'lnd I dc.-;ire 
to quote thcnL Ir is a ··cry difficult 111atter, 
i!H:ced, to decidr.: ·:hieh statcnv~nt i~ the 
one front ·whll'h a person should dra Vl his 
t ·n1clv~ion fl" to r he action dc~irPcl bY the 
:\linistel' in to dw on·rlapping of th>~ 
Cll.\'a.rd::::. Thi'3 a great deal n1orc in1portant 
rhan n nLrc qn0srion of wages: it is purely 
a qn("~tion of e<..onm11y. and should receiYe 
rbc- conBideration of the Committee. Tho 
Premier is concerned \Yith rcp:ard to a date­
mcnt thnt h0 nu1de ar a cmtfercnce \Yhich 
he Rtlrncled in anotht·r State. I nnder~ia.nc! 
that the Secretan for Public \Yorks '.:as 
ai~o down thc•re. -~'nd, althon'.!h ,~nrion-; ether 
Srate~ to a rertain line o{ <:ktion, he 
tnok to the policY laid clmYn. I 
,1r•sire L) a::-~C'na.in C'\"Licrh~ \Yhere the l\.lini:-::ter 
:::Htn(J" \Yith reg-ard to d1~-= oYerlapping. It i,, 
md right- rhat \\"(__1 .::honld knoY<. Th0 first 
r..1aten1C'Ilt i:;: lJ tb"' tt'r>:--t that the ::\liEii;ter 
cbjcctcd to Federal intc•rfcrcncc, contending 
tl!at--

Thc S£CRETARY FOR PLBLIC iYORKS: \Yhatc 
are ~on qnotiug fron1 '! 

:\Ir KERR: think it i'·· from t!K 
"3tandard."' bur I haYe hot gor the p~1prr~ 
I an1 nor c111itc· -.urc, lnn rhc:-.e arc the word~ 
tl1a-t arc cl'cditeLl to i-hc )tlinister. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBI.lC i\"ORKS: You· 
are ,_llcgin~ rhat, rho~c are the words l 
£aid? 

:\Ir. KERR: Yes. The hon. gentleman Ins 
not Yet heard them. I am sure he will 
admit they arc when he has done so. 

The SEc~.ELA.R\: FOR PcBLIC iYORKS: I hase 
my doubt'. 

:\Ir. KERR: The quotation reads-
.; That iwJustrial peace \Yonld not be 

brom!ht about but the contrary. O\Ying­
to i"mcr,tate clispmes being brought 
about to gain adr11i'3-3ion to the Federal 
Court.'' 

The hon. Q"(~ntlcman cried out at that time 
d1at ;3ta1c.._ cn1ployec~ IYonld be deprived o£ 
the protection of the labour laws of Qneens­
hmcL That ·so.s the contention of: the 
:Hinister. That statement is credited to the 
:\Iinister. and I do not think he will deny it. 

The s~cRETARY FOR PrBLIC ~~~ ORKS : 'l'here 
was a lot n1ore said in aJdition to what you 
haYe quoted. 

:\lr. KERR: Yce, but it merely amplifies 
the case. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC iYORKS: You­
have left out certain salient features. 

Mr. KERR: The :11inister took the atti: 
tr~de that eertaln tn1ployec~ were depriver!~: 
of the protection of the labour laws of 
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Queens! a ncl, according ro the " Standard " 
of 7th Jnnc. 1923, yet he is reported lo have 
u.:::cd rhr.: . .:e word-s in an interview-

.. I think that State employees shculd 
ha:,e rbe san1c advantage;";) as arc 
en_JoyQd by en1ploye~s in private indus~ 
tnes. If State employees a,nd the 
"!''P! ·-yces of local authorities, or 'luthori­
tlP_;;. con~ututed under a State law are 
Jll'l'V<'nted from appealing to the Fed0ral 
Arbitrati'?n Conn .. there is no guaradee 
t,hat a tnbunal will be set up (in other 
~rates l to whrch they could appeal for 
ju:-3ticc." 

And these \vord~ appear in black type-
" It is just as \\~ell to speak plainly in 

these matters. \\ hether the contention 
be right or wrong, it is believed l::v a 
large section of emplo,·ees th\·oughout ~the 
Commom,·ealth that this proposal of the 
nthet' States has been framed with the 
object· of preventin5 State emplo:·ees 
from approachmg the Federal Court and 
'0 t.hat they may be deprived of the 
h_neJits of arbitration." · 

W c , ha Ye , two distinct statements by the 
::\imlstcr-tirst, that they would be robbed of 
the ach·antages of_ the labour laws of Queens­
land, and then, 1f they went to the State 
comt_ od,- they >Yould be robbed by not being 
permlttL'cl to ~>:o to the Federal Arbitration 
Court. The :Uinister should tell us exactly 
where the GoYcrnment st~nd in regard to 
these a\Yards. The Prem1er was down at 
tha r ~onference in 1921. This is an extract 
f1on1 tht' n1inutes-

.. :\Ir. Hnghcs: Then that 1s carried 
uuanin10usly '! 

" Rcsoh·ecl : Proposals made by the 
Prime :\Iinister al1d accepted by the 
Ptc111iers . . , 

That '·as the cstabli·hment of a court con­
'!itutc•d hy the Commonwealth with jurisdic­
bon to determine the basic wage and stan­
dard hours of labour with regard to any 
Ol' all H1Chl'tl'lcs 

I understand that at the end it was decided 
to -clra\Y np a ;ist of industries of a, Federal 
!Jatm·e, and it \Yas also la.id down that State 
n:strumentalities were not to be interfered 
with. That is some little time ago, a,nd there 
has been a. g·oocl deal of trouble since in 
regard t<" the Commonwealih and State laws 
in connection \Yith ihis matter, and the ques­
bon shc,cdd be dealt with as quickly as pos­
sJbl,• by the prcsPnt GoYernment At the 
last em>fcrence. at which the Premier and 
the Secret R ,.,. ~01~ Pul~lic \Yorks were present. 
a h't o' the Jnclustnes was discussed. The 
list conformed 111 principle to the Constitu­
ti~m of tlw Commonwealth. Subsection (35) 
of seen on 51 of i he Commonwealth Constitu­
tion, doalin~ \Yith the n1atH'r, reads-

" Conciliation and arbitration for the 
preYention and settlement of industrial 
disvntc,< extending bevond the limits of 
any one S'tate.'' " 

In 1911 then• \Yas submitted to the people a 
referendum as to \Yhcther that section should 
bo alten•d to read-

" Labour end employment, including­
la i The wag-es and conditions of 

la hour and emploYment in anv trade 
jndu:::try, or calling; " ' 

(/;) Prewntion and settlement of 
i;x]n,nial disputes, including disputes in 
rr-latJOn to employment on or about 
tallways, the propvrty of any State." 

In 1911 the people rc•jected that by a large 
majority. In 1913 the mme questions were 
submitted to the people 1vith an additicna] 
clause added, \Yherebv the conditions of 
employment ancl the ;;,ttlement of disputes 
in the seYeral State raihYay serYices rnight 
be broug-ht '"ithin the jurisdiction of tl1e 
Commomvealth Arbitration Act. That alsc· 
\':as rejected by the veople. In 1915 the 
Conm1oEwealth passed an Act for again sub­
mitting- the matte1· to the people, but it was· 
never submitted to the people. '!'he qLH?e­

tions were \Yithdrawn. On 28th October, 
1919, it wa.s again submitted to the people 
and turned down. 

That shows definitelv that, if a vote of the 
people means anything, it means that we 
should control our O\Yn employees. Speaking 
a~ an independent person, I a1n in favour of 
a Federal Arbitration Court, and of the 
abolition of the Queensland Arbitration 
Court in regard to '"ages and in regard to 
other matters >Yhieh appertain to every per­
son in ~-'1. ustralia. If there are certain condi­
tions of employment that are enjoyed by the 
employees in Queensland, I am in fayour of 
their retention. There is no reason why they 
should not be. In eyery Arbitrat;on Court, 
when dealing with the question of wages, 
the unions ach·ocate the Federal wages, and 
\\'C follow the Federal awards in Queensland 
to a, very large extent. There is a great 
oYerlapping and a great expenditure of 
money in regard to these matters which 
could well be saved. I recognise that there 
are many baniers to be surmounted. Right 
throughout Australia at the present time in 
ihe same industries different hours a-re 
\Yorked and different \vages paid. There are 
different conditions in Queensland in connec­
tion "·ith a, particular article manufactured 
for export to those appertaining to the same 
industry in other parts of Australia. In my 
(•pinion. lt i:'; necessary to haYe n Federal 
rourt judge sitting in Brisbane, 'vith ~ 
Queen, lancl judge if necessary, to control 
industries of a F0deral nature. To proYe 
what I sa:c. I ,;hall quote the figures in con­
nection ,,-ith the different industries. Here 
are tbe ''"orking hours for engineers a.nd 
metal workers in the different States-

:'\ew South \\'ales 
Victoria 
Qnf'E'tl~land 
P-out!o Australia 
\Yeorcrn Australia 
Tasn1ania 

Hours. 
47.14 
48.00 
44.00 
48.00 
45.65 
47.28 

:\Ir. Gr.EDSOX: You want rhem all to be 
forty-eight'? 

Mr. KERR : I am not discmsing that 
question at all. 

l\11-. I-hxE~: You never do say what you 
\vant. 

:\11-. KERR: I want a court of a Federal 
nature. The hours arc shmn1 to be less in 
Queensland than in the other States. I 
frank I,- acknowle-dge that, but \Ye must 
remember that. if it is a court of a Federal 
nahtrc, in ="cw South \Vales thev mav a\varcl 
fortv-four hours in that industry." It is 
nec0ssary to correlate these industries. 

:\h-. HYXES: \Vhat about the delay in g-et­
ting access to the Federal Arbitration Court? 

Mr. KERR: If there was a branch of that 
court i1' Queensland, there \\'Oulcl be no 
delay whatsoeYer, and the interests cf 
Australia would be better serYed. 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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l\li-. GLEDSO:\: You do not know mucL 
about the ~~rbitratiou Court when ~-ou say 
there are no delaye. 

Mr. KERR: '\Yhy cannot it hL remedied? 
It there are dela;·s, they should be prevented. 
The Sccretarv for Public Lands gln·e an 
instance of that the other night. He said 
that if the State Ad.-ances Corporation were 
delaying action, it had to be stopped. If 
delay~ are occurring iu connection ·with the 
Federal Arbitratio:1 Coun. thcv should be 
stopped. · ~ 

llh. GLEDSO:s-: It has been goin[!' on for 
fifteen years, and is not stopped yet. 

:\h. KERR: Let us loe optimi,tic for a 
cha.ngc. 

I\ow let us take the working· hour': in trades 
conuectecl \\·ith food and drink<-

::\ew South \Yales 
Victoria 
Queensland .. 
South Australia 
\Y ester11 Amtralia 
Tasrnania 

Hour•. 
46.55 
47.1·\ 
44.43 
46.41 
47.2l 
4-: \l-1 

rrhere is a difference therP of threC' or four 
hour \Yhich ll1Pan~ a (·on~lderablr• amount. 
'I'hcre a[!'ain the Queensland employees work 
the least nun1ber of hours during the "·c.;::k. 

Xow let us take clothing, boots. etc. These 
con1n1oditie~ are proJnced with the 8an1e 
nu1chincrv and under the san1c con:litions in 
Queemlc11c1 a.• in other parts of Amtralia. 
yN we only produce 2 per cent. or 3 per ee:1t. 
.: the "·hole of our requirements. \Ye a1·e 

:1nporting the balance fron1 the Southern 
,:Oitatcs-

Kcw South \Yalcs 
Yictoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
\Yestcrn ~~ustralia 
TasJuania. 

Honr-. 
44 
45.3:i 
4~ 

41 
41.36 
46.29 

That is to say the hours in ::\e\\· South 
'>Vales. Queenslrmd. and Sonth Australia are 
the same, the other States bL'ing a little 
hi: . .d1C'J', 

In thP book and printjnQ_· traclP thr \YC'ekly 
\Y :IP i':l a~ folio\\-":- -

£ _ ..... d. 
Kc\v South \Yaks 5 2 
Victoria 5 4 I 
Queensland 4 19 2 
South Australia 4 19 
\Yestern Australia 5 10 10 
Ta~nunnia 4 18 8 

Qu0cnslanll i.~ the lo\Yest of an: Ste.te in Aus­
tralia in this particular industrv, but I do 
1:0t \vant hJ labom· that fact. At this stage 
thl·rc i~ not as rrnwh tin1e to go into the 
Q!.!.estion as one ·would like Pxcept in a general 
way. Hol. eY£'r. the tirne is opporh.ln(' for 
the ::\Iinistc•r to state ddinitelv what the 
Gm·ernmem proCJOSC to do in r~gard to the 
oyerJapping of a wards. The operation of 
the Arbitration Act has had the effect in 
Queensland as \Yell as in other parts of Ans· 
trali:t of llot giYing a 1nan a sufficient 1nargiu 
of skill. The Act does not lav da>Yn a basis 
of \Yag-c: it lays down the staridard of liYing. 
ar.d the \Yagcs are worked out by that a.ncl 
other means. The g;raduated scale of the 
h1&her crafbm:<Il, snch ns n1mdclprs. fitters. 
l ll'-S tinishcrs, and patt<·rn-maker•. should be· 
hig·her than it is. They are abm·e the labourer 
in skill, but unLkr the Indush·ial Arbitration 

[Jir. Kerr. 

A.ct thev are not O'ettinO' a sufficient allowance 
for theii· skill. M~re especially i.s thi.- s~ :n the 
RaihYa:;· Department, \vhich is in a depiouble 
condition in that regard. 

2\Ir. D.\SH: \Ye shall ha.-e to allow n,embers 
of Parliament io appear as rcprc:3entatiYes in 
the ~~rbitration Court. 

::\Ir. KERH: I hope that membe s of Par­
liament will be permitted to act as adYocares 
in the court. The margin of skill allo\\cd to­
claY is totallv insufficient. 

The SECR~T \RY FOR Pnuc \Y ORKS : \Yha t 
do ,-o•! think the margin should be·: 

::\Ir. KERR : There shoulcl Le something 
i11 tLe Industrial Arbitration Act to gin• 
a lead to the court. I know that the ::\Iinister 
will say that there is not enough pcnn_'r nnder 
the Act to-da~·. 

The SECRETAllY FOR Pt·nuc \YoRK~ : There 
is llO lJOWer under the Act to do that. 

:i\lr. KERR: The Act says-
'" The court shall be entitled to con­

sider the pro~pcrity r1f the calling an~1 
ilh• .-alue of an cmplo.' ee·s labour to lns 
employ<'r in addition to the standard of 
]iYing." 

That is c]pfmitch· st:ttcd m section S. sub-
section (b). . 

The SECRET LRY FOR Pr:nuc \YORKf' : There 
i~ arrother section with regard to the scale. 

::\h. KERR: There is another sertion \vhich 
,'Hlvs that the court shall haYe pO\Yt:r to Inako 
cui av;ard with reference to a calling or ca~l­
ing~. Ii the pO\YCr 1vith re~·ard to th~~ ~1arg1!1 
of skill is in the Act, all l can sa~· IS that 1t 
is not opcratiYe. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR Pcnuc \YoRKS: What 
do on think the margin should be·: 

2\Ir. KERR: It is not for me to say. but 
I hold that the laving dom1 of the margin 
for un2killcd n1cn ·and not giYi11g sufficient 
ma:,g·in for skill has had a bad 0ffect in 
QLwcnslaml. The hon. member for Ipsw1.ch, 
\Yho is keenl.Y inh'rcstcd 111 the apprentice­
ship queetion, knows that it has had a bad 
effect ou thl' nwn on the lo\Yf'T rungs of the 
ladder. Take a porter in the Hailwav Depart­
Incnt. for insta~1ce, v:ho is an unskilled 111a11. 
I-Ic starts as an unskilled n1an, picked up 
frmn no particular kind of \York. 

::\lr. I-Il::s-Es: Xo class of labour is un­
skilled. 

::\Ir. KERR: That i- all right from a cer­
tain point of Yiew. but not from the point 
of yievc I am ad.-ocating. ~'-.. porter gets 
£221 pcr annum, a11d hP occupies thf' lowest 
gracle in the whole of the servi~c. .. A night 
offi..:f?r nun;;t learn fclcgraphy. ::.tah-on accounts, 
\YOrkinQ.· of trains, signalling-. shunting. and 
other tcchnica 1 work. and hP get-.; .£.+ per 
annum less than a porter. Aiter a porter 
has been in the son·ice fifteen years he may 
lJC:.:on1c a, station-n1astrr. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \Y OllKS : Y Oll 

forg-ot to get this iu on the Railway Esrimates. 

:\Ir. KERR: I am quoting this in passing-, 
as it io very apropos to the question of arbi­
tration. ~\. etatio11~master who has been m 
the son·ice fifteen .-ears has to knos all about 
shunting and checking· work, and ha;; tho 
''"hole c'Ontrol of a sta'tiou, and he only get'3 
J.:l4 ~ year more than the man who cDmes in 
and ncrs a~ a porter. I could go on ad 
infinitum in rt:gnnl to thi:;;. nHttrcr, und quote 
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star!n11 :~~<::'-tt..'rs' ;:;:.alaries in rhe other States. 
A higher Inarg-in of skill is recognised in 
sonH' of the· OTher States. The hon. 1nen1ber 
for Ip>wic:h will confirm mv statement when 
I sav that one of the beot things \\e could ha Ye 
in (-)ueensland to-da~- \Yould be a branch of 
the Federal Arbitration Court. 

::\1r. IIY:\ES: You are confusing skill with 
rc·~pon~i bill ty. 

::\lr. KERR: I am not confusing -kdl \Yith 
re-pon~ibility. If the hon. member had been 
li,teniug. he would h. Ye kn01n1 that I said 
that cYery n1au in rhc \vorkshops has responsi­
bilin~ Tl1e CflH'~tioH of n1argin of ~kill is a 
n1os! itnportant one an1on~· .___.the unions to­
day. :\1any ~npporters of ~~line arc unionists 
-m: en \Yho llaYP giYen a good de a 1 of tin1e in 
the olc: COU11tl'Y to learni~-1!! a ski~lf)d trade­
and thcv haY(.' been in A .. lt·trniia for fifteen 
or t'-~ enty ~-ear~. _\ttt'l' lw-,~ing :->(~r\-ed an 
apprenticc~hiJ) and payiiJg n1oney to l('arn 
the tl ad£> nf n1onlder. bras.-; fitter or surne 
other skilled the,. are · 
little more than earne-d \Jy 
as unskille-d labour. Thls difficulty exists to­
day, 1mt it did not exist to ~nCh a Iarcre 
Extent before this GoYernn1ent took -office. o 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS: \Vhat 
new powers would you give to the Common· 
wealth Arbitra lion Court? 

"-lr. KERR : The principles which existed 
under the Act which was in force before this 
Government took office could verv well be 
applied to-da0-. The Commonwealth Court 
of (\mci!ia+ion and Arbitration has Federal 
authority, and is clothed with ~ufficient power 
t<J enforce its awards in Queensland. I would 
hke to know whether the arrangement pro­
pos,_d at the Premiers" Conference has pro­
gressed in an~.- shape or form or whether 
we are at a deadlock. Does the Premier 
want tc, rob the workers of the benefits of 
tho Queensland labour laws. or does he 
want to rob them of the benefits they might 
obtalll nnder Federal administration? I sav 
rhc time is opportune when this big question 
should receive more consideration from the 
Governm' nt· and when thi-' dual control 
should <"ca,c. 

"-lr. SIZER (S•1ndgatc): The question 
raised by the hon. 1ne1nber for Enoggera 
is worth: of more consideration than is given 
Ll it. The operations of the Industrial 

Arbitration Court largely uffDct 
[9.3C p.m.] the progress of Queensland, and 

it is \Yith that in vievi t,hat I want 
to sny sonH?thing on the question. I am 
not a believer in the system of fixed a\vards 
as being the best system for obtaining indus­
trial cfficiem y that can be devised. I h'we 
bl'cn and still am a believer in the s ·stem 
of 1naking proYision for a n1inirnum ;\age. 
that is, a wage gi,-ir g an adequate living 
as nrc..:cribecl bv thr' Cl \.lrt: but I \rant to see 
a bettt'l' "'~·':-F'111 irnrodnc~~cl. \Yhich ,,·ill per­
mit of S0llwthing- in the nature of payment 
h)' results. It would not be difficult to give 
effect to it h)' arrangement with the court or 
under the old wagc.s board system. by which 
both sidE:s could arrive at some agreement. 
Despite what may be said to the contrary. 
I an1 cJnvinrcd that n1ost o£ the \vorkers are 
prepared and anxious to give a fair deal. I 
say that undoubtedly in the majoritY of cases 
thev do that, but the conditions under which 
the;- arc working do not give them the bene­
fits t<J which they are entitled. I say that a 
flat ratD is not good. \Ve have on the one 

hand to t;;;k,,:- into consideration that, if the 
J a''" Jays down a fixed baeis and every body 
complies ,,-ith it. well and good; but, if it 
is left to the discretion of the employers or 
emplo~·ees to decide whether they will comply 
with it, it i.s merely a form, and no man will 
do what the other fellow is not doing. I 
want the power of the court increased so 
that the judges. haYing prescribed a mini­
ll1Ul11 ·wagel \Yill ha Ye power to make arrange~ 
ments bet"·een employers and employees by 
which a system of bonuses or payment by 
remits or profit sharing--call it what you 
"-ill-can be introduced. 

::\Ir. GLEDSOx: Thev ha Ye full power under 
the Industrial Arbitration _-\.et to do that 
llO\\'. 

:\h. SIZER: I do not thin!~ so. ::'\;o 
Pl1CJurao·cn1ent has been given to then1 to 
do it. o 

::\Ir. HY:-:ES: The average employer will 
keep tlJP \Yorkers dO\nl to the dead leYel of 
the n1inin1un1 \VJ.ge. 

:\1!-. SIZER : The hon. gentleman 1s a 
E"llpportl'r of the Go--.-ernment. 

::\Ir. HYxFs: I ha Ye had a good deal of 
('\per!ellcc in Arbitration Court n1atter6. 

Mr. SIZER: I am aware of that. Just 
rf'ccntl';- I read .--:. ]cl ter v. riUcn 1r.- the hon. 
ucntlPnHn1 at vne tin1e in }fad~ ay. That 
it>tr('r did not ~een1 ~ J give n1uch enconrage­
P1f'nT or incentive to inyboJy, thon:-1;h that 
is bcsiclP the point. Hnn. members on the 
othrr side arG in a, position to creatP an 
i nCf'ntiYe for workers. I am putting- np thi3 
r.\( d_ bee lUSt' I belieYe that greater incentive 
rnea.ns t.,rcater 111eans of production and pros­
perity. [ believe that the Gmernment realise 
r!wt the time has arrived when the1 tc1ust 
p ·~ son1e attention, no*' only tu rlrin1ary 
irr_dn~trir·~ bnt td~o to the e~tab~ishn1e11e of 
new St'C'ondarv indu~tries. The Yerv life­
IJ!cod of this question is wrapped up -in the 
,\1-bitration Court. I believo that brtter 
results could be obtainecl if we conld anivo 
at a.n adequate basis for an equitable sy-;tcn1 
wherebv men wonld recriYc an additional 
rc:nunc;·,nion OYCl' a certain 1nlniinun1. Such 
" ,.,.,tem would be beneficial to e,·ervone. 
TlJiS is r~ot an outrageous rSvstcn1. It i~ not 
e,-cn a ne\v sysrern. It ha; been 11ractised 
i 11 other pari~ of the world. The firms that 
ha Ye a,clopt~~d it arn prosperou&, and the 
Nnplovcc,, working 1mdcr it are better off 
lhan rhe emplcr;·ees on a flat rate. \Vhy 
hon. n1E'llJbers opposii.e '.Yho haye spe-l~t P1ost 
c.f their }iyes in the industrial ranks are 
:1nt r1repar( d to lTIOVC ~t1ong those ]inc-> is 
lwYoitc! me! Hon. members opposite can read 
Lord Leverhuln1e' book. :\~ o one can gain­
. ty thP f8ct thnt lJi;;; nv_•n are ·working under 
i,feal condiri(;ns olld thnr t.h(y get adequate 
2nd bPncfleinl results frmn the profi'i:-"charing 
,,)·srem. There is no question of llw 
c1nplo~·e,:~ ~weating the en1ployees in i.hat 
lm:-;;ine.c.:_-;. ,, 

:\fr. H-,:-;Es: \'\here dicl LeYer Brothers geG 
rhei1· rnillions fronn j_ it wae not fro!n the 
n"cat of 1he worker-s'; 

:\Ir. SIZER: If one was to a.tgue on ,ihnt 
l··asis . .,.., r~ ·would not g-et anywhere. ~o one 
r~n sey that their workers are being sweat~d 
in The true sense of sweating. T.hcre are no 
had conditions resulting from this system 
\Ye can take many small illustrations of 
·d;ere the 'Cystem has been in operation more 
or 1c~s .S 1.1CC'essiu1ly, ]argely due to the 

Mr. Sizer.] 
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amicable arrangements existing between the 
employers and ernploy_ees. The system " well 
, orthv of consideratiOn. and 1t " well to 
realise all its advantages. \Ye could at least 
make a. 6tart bv bringing back the old ,v.1ges 
b(.,lrds and m8.king an· honest ende~vour­
v·bich I belieYe can be done-by gettmg _the 
most skilled employees and prctctlCal 
employer;; to asse'·1 ~ the . val~w of an 
employee's labour. V\ hy not m~orporate tl;at 
snirit in our industnal conditiOns and give 
Jl,,. employePs an opportunity of availing 
themseh·es of it·: J'danv of the employer3 
have machinerv that is ·not \Yorking to its 
fullest capacit~-. and, if the mach!nery is 
not workino- to its fullest capacity, the 
industrv is lo~ino- mon{'v. I maintain that, 
in orde'r to work~ it to iL; fullest capacity, it 
is worth while for the employers to make 
arrangements on the lines I have mentioned. 
nnd it is worth whole for t.he emplojees. to 
work that machinerv to its fullest capacity, 
because they will have some incentive in a 
mon~tarv consideration. \Vhether men be 
communistic or socialistic, the one propelling 
power in this world is still that of the 
pecuniary remunera.tion that one recei,-es for 
his labour. A person may be a Commumst 
in principle. but he Is only communistic with 
individnalistic ideas because he hopes to gain 
bv it. The more vou can inculcate thott idea 
into the workmen and the industry, the 
better we are going to be. I would like to 
sec a trial made in the direction I have 
indicated to give an incentive to the 
employees to take. a further hold of the 
industry, and in an amieable spirit give the 
profit-sharing system a trial. I would like 
to hear the opinions of hon. members oppo­
site on this question, I do not know why it 
is they are alwa.ys partic·ularly silent in this 
direction. 

Mr. GLEDSOX : Ask your leader. 

Mr. SIZER: I am speaking to th·~ hon. 
n,ember at this IYromE>nt. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: Ask your leader. 

Mr. SIZER: I am sure he is not the hon. 
member's keeper. Surely he does not want 
someone else to look after him? We must 
realise that profit-sharing is an important 
factor, and, if it was established successfully, 
it would be a milestone, not only in regard to 
the prosperity of the individual but to 
industry and the State. I cannot understand 
the reticence of hon. members opposite about 
discussing this matter and getting down to 
a workable basis. It can be done and great 
results a.chieved. 

:Yir. GLEDSOX (Izmrich): I would not 
lp n said anything on this vote but for the 
remal'ks of the hon. members for Sandgate 
and Enoggera. who accuse 1nen1ber.3 on this 
side of having nothing to say: or of knowing 
nothing about arbitration. 

Mr. I\,ERR: I did not say that. That is 
ridiculou'. 

1\Il'. SrzER: I say distinct!:· that you have 
had a lot of experience. 

::\Ir. GLEDSO::'\: Members on this side 
of the House understand the question of 
ar1)itration jw::t as "\Yell as hon. 1nen1bers on 
the other side. 

111'. SrzER : \Ye real i'e that. 

Ml'. GLEDSOX: I am pleased h see the 
reduction in tlw \'ote. because it shows a 
certain mnount of decentralisation in rega:'d 

[Jlr. Si.zllr. 

to the Court of Industrial Arbitration. The 
reduction is purely a matter of travelling 
expense,. I understand more of the work 
of the Court is to be done lw the Xorthern 
judge and officials stationed i'u the I\orthern 
centres. The Court of Indu5t:·ial Arbitra­
tion ·.vas brought in to giYe workers engaged 
in industrv a fair deal. which thev \Yere not 
able to get from the friends of ·hon. mem­
J,ers opposite before it came into being. The 
proposal of the hon. member for Sanclgate 
simply 1neans a rever.:-ion to the old sy:3te1n. 

Mr. SIZER: ~o, no! 

Mr. GLEDSOX: Cnder that svstem the 
employer would be able to arran~·e \vith some 
of the girls and women in Bri,bane to take 
out so 1nany blouses, skirts. and othe-r gar­
ments and pay them at the rate of 2d. per 
garment. or ld. per buttonhole. or some 
such arrangement. and introduce a system 
of sweating-. We haYe had this phase of the 
question thrashed out time after time, and 
haYe shown where employers have been able 
to induce unfortunate workers to take work 
home on the piecework, profit-sharing, or 
bonus system. I had thought that the old 
sweatin;. conditions had been done away 
:;.,·ith, a~d that no man wo{Ild dare to stand 
on his feet and advocate a r~turn to them. 
Arbitration wes brought about solely fC!r 
the purpose ot giving the workers a fa1r 
deal. although the workers have not yet got 
all thev are entitled to. ·we have only to 
look at· ihe position of aroitration to see for 
ourselves whether the worker gets Yalue or 
a return for that which he produces by his 
labour. The court does not do anything of 
the kind. The court sets out to fi:'d out 
how little a man, his wife. and three cn!ldren 
can exist upon. Thev give that to hii~ and 
say, " Here y_ou are; you go and ,~x1st on 
that. You will not get any more. 

Mr. KERR: Do you advocate that Parlia· 
ment should fix wages 9 

Mr. GLEDSON: I ach·ocate that a man 
should g·et the full result of his labour 

Mr. KERR: You ·will not answer the ques­
tion. 

Mr. GLEDSON: An employee should not 
receive. as the court lays down, merely what 
is necessary for existence. 'rhe h()~· member 
for Enoggera rLdvocated the abol~twn, of the 
court, and that we should bnng m the 
Federal Arbitration Court and let them deal 
with matters in Queensland. Then the hon. 
member went on to amplify his argument 
and quote the hours. He s>;id. ·: They are 
working forty-eio-ht hours m :!'\ew South 
\Ydes, and on!/' forty-four. in Queensland. 
How can we compete with :\ew. South 
"'ales 9 " And then he advocates fin mcrease 
of four hours " week for thP woi·kers of 
Queensland. 

Mr. KERR: You forget the difference in 
\vages. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: Abolish the Arbitration 
Court in Queensland! Substitute the Federal 
Arbitration Court! Accept the d1ctum that 
the\' have laid down of forty-eight hours and 
inci·ease our working hour:; : 

Mr. KERR: I did not say anything c: the 
kind. You are a twister. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: These are the hon. gen­
tlemen ·,vho get up and say theY have got 
nr;ionlsis in· their electorates VYhc support 
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·.then1 and help to pur thern into Parliament. 
"\\hat for; To increase their hours bv four 
:Lours a \veek ; " 

1\Ir. KERR: I di~~ not ~ay that. 1.-ou are a 
twister. · 

The CHAIR::\1A::\: (>rdcr ! Order ! 

Mr. GLEDSO::\: Let m take ;;0me other 
·sinterrwnts 111 connection \Vith arbitration. 

1\Ir. KERR: I do not take much notice of 
you. You are a born t\vister. 

The CHAIRliiA::\ : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. GLEDSO'\: The hon. member for 
EGoggera indicates that he stands for the 
skilled worker. the man with the big salary, 
and claims that the unskilled labourer is 
·.getting too much. Does the labourer not 
pErform just as nec(~';;·.sar:v work in Queen:;;­
land or anywhere else as the skilled man? 
H,, has made the skilled man. Take the 
·skilled man and find out where he would be 
if it were not for the unskilled man. Take 
d"tE~ en.gine-dri \·cr. who i.s a skilled m1'1 n. 
\Yhat use would he be if you had not the 
navvy to lay down the track and keep it in 
·orJer 1 Y e1 hon. members opposite get up 
and say that the labourer is getting too near 
the skilled man~that he is receiving too 
much. 

Mr. KERR interjected. 

The CHAIRMAK: Orde-r! If the hon. 
member for Enoggera does not obey my 
<>alL I shall deal with him. 

Mr. GLEDSO:\': \Ye have created an 
Arbitration Court which has considered these 
matters, and has fixed a. basic wage which, 
in my opinion is not sufficient to keep a 
man, his wife and " kiddies " in this or anv 
·vther State. \Ye ha Ye Pnabled men. after harcl 
work. to obtain through the Arbitration Court 
a certain percentage of adclitional wages 
for the men engaged in skilled work; but 
those 'killed workers have only been enabled 
to become skilled bv the assistance of those 
working with them.· They are entitled to all 
they get, but the labourer is also entitled to 
anything that he gets. In fact he is 
entitled to more than he gets. I hope that 
the. Arbitration Court of Queensland, so long 
~s It IS '?f any benefit to our workers engaged 
m our wdustnes. will not be abolished as 
the hon. member for Enog-gera desires. 'but 
that it will keep going in its good work. 

l\'h. KERR: You know that I did not say 
aJCything- of the kind. Why don't vou tell 
the truth? You are deliberatelv twisting 
wbat I said. ' 

Mr. GLEDSO::\: I am goincr bv the hon. 
member's statement that he h~pell that the 
Ft•deral Court would take control of these 
matters, and thn 1 the Queensland Court 
would be abolished. 

Mr. KERR: And replaced bv the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court. · 

Mr. GLEDSOK: We do not want the 
"Queensland Arbitration Court abolished. be­
cause it is the onlv Arbitration Court anv­
whcre in Australia· to which a man can get 
expeditiously and which makes awards 
expeditiouslY. The Federal Court does not 
do so. ~ 

The SECRETA.RY FO.R Pt:cBI.IC" \YO.RKS: It takes 
three vf\ars to e:et an U"\Yard through the 
Federal Court. , 

Mr. GLEDSOX: As the Minister says, it 
~omctimC's takes t},rcc years. n,ncl I know of 

one case where it took almost four years 
bdore an a ward was obtainecl from the 
Federal Arbitration Court. This is the court 
that memben on the other side stand uu for 
and which the·,· say should take the place of 
the court \Ye are discussing to-night-a court 
;;hich. with all its faults. certainh· has dealt 
;;ith ·cases expeditiously. 'Ye ·have been 
able to get matters settled expeditiously, 
but \Yhethcr thev haYe been settled to our 
satisfaction or not is a different matter. I 
hope no notice will be taken of the hon. 
member for Enoggera, and that nothing will 
be clone bv this Government to abolish the 
Qneenslanci Court or do anything in that 
matter at all. 

1\Ir. SIZER (Sandgatc): I would not have 
spoken again, but I refuse to allow the hen. 
member for Ipswich deliberately to dist'?1·t 
my argument. He has become qmte 
renowned in this House for clelibera tely 
attempting to mislead the Committee and 
for distorting arguments. 

The CHAIRMAK : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber is not in order in stating that any mem­
ber of the Committee cleliberatelv mislecl 
the Committee or distorted argument. If 
the hon. member for Ipswich made any mis­
statement. the hon. member should have 
risen at the time. 

Mr. SIZER: I say that the trend of my 
argument was distorted bv the hon. member, 
because never at any stage of my speech did 
I advocate sweating. The hon. member 
would be prepared to argue that way far 
sooner than I, and I refuse to allow him to 
misrepresent the views I ha.ve expressed. 
The whole trend of the hon. member's speech 
shows clearly that the one concern of hon. 
members opposite is to get into this Chamber 
on the backs of the workers. They are afraid 
to face the issue and solve the problem. 
They want cliscontent to continue-they live 
on it. Members on this side are anxious to 
see reform. The hon. member for Ipswich 
admitted that the Arbitration Court was not 
giving satisfaction, yet he cloes not propose 
to amend it. He proposes still to stick to 
the flat rate, while we say there should 
be a regulation as to a 1ninin1um \\'age and 
for the prevention of sweating, as I men­
tioned distincth·. and in acldition there 
should be an op.portunity for the workers in 
anv industrv to obtain a reasonable propor­
tio"n of the \vealth they ere ate, and which hen. 
members opposite speak so much about. 
Would it not be far better, in the interests 
of the people whom they represen~ •. !"nd 
\Yhom they allege they are so so!ICitiOus 
about. and far better in their own interesto 
if. instead of making misleading statement• 
and distorting facts~-

The CHAIRMAK : Order ! I mu:st ask 
the hon. member to withdraw that state­
ment. 

Mr. SIZER: In deference to vour wish I 
shall have to withdraw it. but, ~vhen I put 
forward an argument and the hon. member 
a.rC'uses rne of saying something entirely 
different. and he continues to do so after 
I have called attention to it, I can only come 
to one conclusion. 

1\Ir. GLEDSOX: You make statements. but 
you are not prepared to stand up to them. 

~:!r. SIZER: \Ye are prepared to stand up 
to any statements \Ye ma.ke. 'Gnfortunately 
c.\·e are not in a position of affluence We 

Mr. Sizer.] 
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have to work the same as hon. members 
opposite, and we are anxious to get a reason­
able return for our own labour, and we 
naturally expect other people tD be the came; 
but we as legislators should use our intellig· 
ence and attempt to improve the system in 
order to get a better result. The system 
"·!1ich I advocate would give that better 
result, and the workers would have nothing 
to lose under that system. Their rights 
would not be interfered with in any shape 
or form. All I am asking is tha,t the value 
of their labour be assessed according to 
qualit:;·, and that each worker be pa,icl accord­
ing to the wealth he creates. The only solu­
tion offered to the workers by hon. members 
opposite is something mythical-communism 
-and they tell the workers that they must 
own the whole of the world, knowing full 
well tha,t the workers want no such thing. 
Communism would bring about chaos a,nd 
would be detrimental to the workers and not 
to their advantage. \Ve cannot progress 
along those lines, though I am prepared to 
admit wo have progressed under the Arbi­
tration Court. \Ve shonld take a,dvantage 
of the experience we have had and bring 
about a more amicable, more equitable, and 
more scientific system of bringing about the 
results w hi eh are necessary from the workers' 
point of view and also from the industries' 
point of view ~ne! the State's point of view. 

~1r. DASH (Jiundinr;burra): It is most 
rcn1arkablc to hear the scntin1ents oi the 
hon. n1Pn1bers opposite, especially after inYit­
ing lUC'!nbers on this side to gt>t up and 
speak. I would point out to the hon mem­
ber for Sandgatc that it wa6 undorslDOd in 
the early part of the evening that we should 
adjourn at 8 o'clock. 

::\Ir. SrzER : \Vho understood that? 

:\1r. \YINSTAC.:LEY: Your leader. 

:\Ir. SIZER: This is the first I have heard 
of it. 

C\1r. \YrxET/C.:LEY: He knows all about it. 

The CI-IAIR:!\IA:\ : Order ! 

::\1r. DASH: I wish to point out that 
we wer0 honourable enough to carry out the 
~1ndertaking, and that \Yas the reason -why 

.\VC refrained fron1 speaking on this vote: 
but. scE:•ing that hon. n1cn1bcrs opposite \Yish 
us to Epcak, we ha ye no objection to making 
a f~w ren~ark:::.. 

It. is :!nc"t remarkable to hear the speeches 
of hon. · rnerrihcr~, opposite in connection with 
th~ Arbitration Court. If they w 0 uld study 
the Federal Arbitration Act, they would 
realise the difficulties in connPotion with the 
Fcdcnd Arbitration Court. Of course they 
rf'lln1~Cnt t.be ernployers. and ]t i~ always 
their aim to delaj' adion by the court as long 
as they ]l()~sibly can, becanso the a\YJ.l'ds of 
the coedpral Arbitration Court are rarely 
made retrospective. If they are, it is only in 
isolated· cas(·N, and then generally in the 
inb:~n·E.ts of the c1nployer. In connection with 
the Federal ~\rbitration Court it is Yery diffi­
cult to get an <>ward made nnder eighteen 
months or two years. The procedure in filing 
a claim in the couTt is very difficult. You 
have to serve a copy of your claim on each 
employer in an industry if you want to get 
him bound by the award. The Federal Court 
has also no power to enforce its awards. Theru 
is no one appointed, as there i's under the 
Queensland Act, to see that the wages pre­
scribed by the court are paid. Action has to 

[Mr. Sizer. 

be taken inclividualh in that direction. The 
C(JUrt h: s 11 ·, ~ to enforce an award 
nftc· kec•F:nf! unions ···airing for eighteen 
nwHth-., or tv.·~.J yf:<ll"s. I-Ion. nlCinbers opposite 
talk a DGl<' pa:cnwnt by results, and talk of 
rh• bo c'it' ·.vhich \Ycre obtained under the 
\Ya::·cs Act. \Ye do not want to go 
lJatk tn the hon. lll('l.llbcr for vv .... ~nnunl 
{:id ,,v}JC·!~ he •.\ a.s Treasurer for the "state. 
\Yhe:l ;:: {·d rt0r< a ward WJ.S 1nade at R-ock­
harnptoH by rho ,,-ages Board he refused to 

I! that is the sYsten1 which hon. 
cpposite want, 1 l1ope that they "·ill 

ncYel· c-~:r rn1 thu Trc :d3Ul' ... ,'" bcnf'hes to carrv 
- Whecn it ''as left to the employer's 

\Y ages Board to determine the 
oi hottrs and conditions and the rate 

what did we find 1 Even to-clay 
nur SYf-tC'-rn of arbitration~which is the 

hcsr in Au'"trnJia at the present time-it is 
ncc-t>·~"':rv for the rourt to insert in its a'vard.s 
a food 'aJlm,·ance for cmployece. Some of 
the awards state tlw scale of rations or 
ration allowance. This practically applies 
to Y calthy 1 astoralists. and station-owners. 
Thl n w•• i;c ar hon. members opposite talking 
nbout results, 'vhen we cannot even trust 
rhe ,:nJ.nlovP-rs in those industries to fix the 
SCR}C of rations "\Yithout going to the COUrt 
anr1 }JUtting ne an .ar_gun1ent as to ·why our 
claim should be ac2epted. \Ve have to force 

ever-. thing out of them. ThPn 
flO ,'.m.] there should be bathing .acco'!'· 

moclation for men workmg In 
inrlllsn·l,-.:.; 17:here it is nccef'sary for thmn to 
hen• ;, bath after their da·.·'s 'vork, and that 
b ·' t0 tJC IH'PSCribed in an award. If pay· 
mcm r0sults is such a good thing:· why 
do w•' ro enforce all these conditions 
throuv:r Arbitration Court? To listen 
to hon. ode nbe1·s opposite one would think 

tiw' would be fallino; ovPr themselves 
that rhc workers got the conditions 

,., have had to ask the court to pre­
i,; ;hr awards. \Ve had the hon. mem-

Enoggcra gc·tting Yery agitat~d· 
iw said that the hours for certam 

Yv'orkc->~ wore '-'horter here than in the other 
0f the Commonwealth and the 
, were sending their work to those 

tc·" in consequence. If the hon. 
JOwmher Enoggera wants to wipe out the 
Arl1itrat~on Court--

).11-. Kn F.: You ha Ye not been listening, 
a 'srong construction on 

:\h. DASH: The hon. member said he 
"'. antrr1 the One·:·nslend Court abolished. Did 
he r~ot '-1RC' {he ,.\ ord " abolished"? 

Mr. KETIR: And a Federal Court substi­
tuted. sitting i:o 'Qiwemland with a, Queens~ 
!&IH1 judgr 

What is the difference 
Arbitrntion Court judge 

and a Cneenslar.d Arbi­
sitting here? \Yhen our 

iudrrc-~ n1a.ke aL 1 Ward thP: L1.ke into con­
~idc~-a~ion thP r(mdi+ions nf other States. I 
hTr<' IF':.-r' n:ntl11g frrnn thP "::'\orth Qnf'ons~ 
land Regi,+er ' of onJ,. a. few days ago. con­
l"ra:::tin-: the condl1lon~- npcrating in the pas­
toral lTidn~trY pri0!· to th0 in~titution of ihe 
InclustYial Arbitra,tion Courts with those· 
which lun·p existed since. The Barcaldine 
correcponclent of that. paper wrote-

" \\"hen I entered one of our banJ.-,; 
reccntiv I nc1iced a number of men \Yait 
ing the'ir turn to cash cheques. t\yo sheds 
at' least having cut out on the previuu& 
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Saturd1v. ThP 1ncn were all \Yell 
drc~~cd 'ancl ,,·c11 ~Toonif'd, and I kno·w 
the.\' ,·ere not all n1arried. 

'" I co~1ld llOt hL·1 o casting rn-y nunrt 
back fon~~ yenrs or '""L·.J ago. a~nd 1~1entall:v 
contrastin~· the pl'E.:3e~1t~day ~hearer an(1 
shed hand (al1as 'rousie ') 1Yith what he 
\va.s in · the g-ood old daYs.' To-da\ .!1e 
liYC~ in a different Cl1\:ir011lllC'l1t alto-

To-day he is 11aid a good "·age. 
bcttc>r clothL''· better food, and 

:cnentalJ~~ and physically a better man all 
round than ho \Yas years ago~ 'vhen he 
received .£1 pe1· J 00, and generally 
roug11111g 1t. 

"I have in mv mind's eve a shed I 
visiu?d oYer fort:v~ years ago~ne of the 
largest and best on the Barcoo. The 
whole plac0 was fearfully cramped up, 
and I should sav insanitarY. The huts 
or sleeping quarters were of \Vood, iron. 
and bark. some with bagging on !he 
earthen floor. Some of the men had 
tents, and ' dossed ' with some degree of 
comfort. others were occupants of the 
hu+s, and onP could i1nagine 'chats' 
wer • plentiful. One carried out his 
ablutions b~~ n1ea.ns of a basin stuck 
between three sticks forming a tripod. 

'' J\Ieals were serYed in an annexe or 
bough shed; the food was as rough as 
the tin table utensils, but there was an 
abundancB of it. The men's clothing was 
rou~h-the best they could afford, prob­
ably, and when the shed cut out the 
majority humped 'J\Iatilda ' to the near­
est township or to another shed. The 
evep!ngs were spent in smoking. cards, 
yarnmg, for there were no reading~rooms 
or . schools of arts in those days. Then 
umons were formed-first the shearers, 
closely followed bv thP labourers· ev<-n­
tually all classes of labour. to be ~malo;a­
mated into one great whole-the Austl·a­
lian vYorkers' Union. The men's condi­
tions rapidlv improved; they had litera· 
turc provided by schools of arts-news­
papers, magazines, books to improve .,he 
mmd. or the best of fiction; and thev 
physically, too, became better men. · 

" To~day the she(! workers, shearers 
and general hands enjoy all the comfort~ 
of a home, bar the 'missis '; they have 
their m0als cleanly and well served upon 
rlelf; they ha Ye air:~ and romny quarters, 
a comfortable bed fitted with mattress, 
sheets, and blankets, and when work 
ceases for the day he can enjoy what he 
cm't often get in town-a shower bath. 
Some hanl motor bikes or shares in a 
ca1·, and if thev have neither town cars 
go out and bri1;g the men into town, for 
the shearer and shed hand do not walk 
nowadays; they can afford to ride. 

"All. this leads up to the splendid 
en.tertamment got up at Isis Downs 
]Omtly for the benefit of Isisford district 
hospital and Blackall newly formed 
ambulance. _As is generally known, Isis 
Downs shed 1s one of the largest and best 
eqwpped in Australia, and is fitted 
throughout with electric light. Some 
fort .. ~ shearers we1·e engaged, and other 
employeDs numbered about sixty. A 
good sports programme was drawn up. 
and a concert and dance was arranged 
for the evening." 

~he.se are the conditions that have been 
secured by arbitration; yet we find hon. 
members opposite prepared to argue that we 
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,Joould wine out arbitration in Queensland 
Pn,! I;'Ct b-ack to the system of paym~nt by 

The shearers in the old davs w0re 
rc•snlts. The results were \~hat the 

employers thought thcv were entitled to. 
The~; co;llrl not stand np for an~·thing, 
becau:<.c the €'!nplo: crs said, "These are the 
c·onditions. Take them or leave them." 
That IYa~ how the position 1vas carried on. 
\Y n find in Queensland to~ day the matter of 
,._crYing a clain1 is a Ycry urgent and neces­
~ary one, \Yhen you take into consideration 
that you may bo delayed for six months or 
t•. eh~e months before you can approach the 
Federal Court. Is it not better for an 
industry and for the employers and the 
employees to have easy access to the court, 
and be able to approach it when a dispute 
U1'1:3CS "? 

The hon. member for ::\lirani made some 
reference to the agreement entered into 
between the Government and the Seamen's 
·cnion. As an old member of this Chamber, 
he knows that the Queensland Arbitration 
Court could not interyene on that occasion, 
because the Seamen's Union is registered: 
under the Federal Arbitration Court. At the 
present time no application has been made 
to rhc Stare Court to deal with the sea­
men's case in any shape or form, and a!I 
this talk about the agreement with the sea­
men doing away with arbitration is non­
sense. If the hon. member will look at 
the Act, he will find that it is quite com­
petent for \Yorkmen in an industry to enter 
into an agreement with their employer 
without approaching the Arbitration Court. 
The court has po\ver, if it so desires, to 
call a compulsory conference. \V e know 
thar if a dispute arises in one State 
a Federal Court judge cannot intervene, 
Pven if it is a Federal dispute. until the 
dispute extends beyond the limits of that 
State. Hon. members can see why we do 
not fayour the ,,·iping out of the State 
Arbitration Court, and allowing the Federal 
Arbitration Court to deal with these matters. 
~\nyone \Yho has had an" experience at all 
!mows that it would be suicidal for Queens­
land to wipe out the State Court, and get 
back to the same old system as was advo­
cated only a few months ago by the 
Employers' FedPration-gloves off. and the 
strongest man wins. \Ye know what would 
happen to~da:.- if 1 here \YCrc no Arbitration 
Court. when we see the large number of 
unemployed looking for work in many of 
the industries. Payment by results would 
then be, " These are the wages ; take them., 
or hump your s"\vag." L'nfortunatelv that i;:; 
wr.at hon. members opposite are advocating 
to· day. 

Mr. HY:C\ES (Townsrille): I must accept 
the challenge issued by hon. members oppo­
site. They have interpreted our reticence to 
nlean ignorance of industrial matters. 

:\fr. KERR: Xot at all. 

:'vir. HY:\'ES: 2\lost hon. members on this 
side ha.-e had a. great deal of experience of 
tlw oJwration of the Arbitration Court in 
Qnr·~'mland. and we have also had a varied 
expPriencc of the operation• of the Federal 
Arbitration Court. I cntainh· would not 
favmn· the sup;p;estion of the hon member 
for Enop;gera. that we should do away with 
the State Arbitration Court and extend the 
powers of the Federal Arbitration Court so 
ihat it could deal 'ivith all applications to an 
Arbitration Court in Australia. We know 
that there is a good deal of delay in getting 

Mr. Hynes.] 
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-access to !he Federal" Arbitration Court. 
··we know that in the engine-drivers' case 
rthey \vere four years endeavouring to get 
ftcccss to the Federal Court. The wheels of 
industry were stopped for several months on 
manv occasions. and hundreds of thousands 
of pounds were lost by reason of the fact 
·that strike ,,~a::; brought on because easy and 
·CX'1editious access to the Federal Arbitration 
Court was not possibk. 

Mr. KERR: Could not we get over that? 

Mr. HYNES: The methoj of approaching 
ihe Arbitration Court in Queensland is 
simplicity itself. It is as expeditious as it is 
·possible to make it. 

Mr. K•;RR: Quite so. 

Mr. HYNES : Any person can understand 
ihe operations of the Act, and the assistance 
cf a. n1en1ber of tlw legal fraternity is 
not required when n•clress of an imlustrial 
·grievance is desired. That is the reason why 
I remind hon. members opposite that during 
the time the Industrial Arbitration Act of 
1916 has been operating >Ye have had so much 
.industrial progress and peac" in this State. 

Mr. KERR: And industrial unemployment, 
too. 

1lr. HYNES: I strongly oppose the aboli­
-tion of the Quccmland Court of Industrial 
Arbitration and the extension of the powers 

·of the F<Cdcral Cnurt to deal with State 
rnatter~. The hon. 1nr•n1b0r for Niirani n1ade 
son1e disparagillg refprcnce about preference 
to unioni:-:;ts tinoug-h the ~,.l_.rbitration Court.-:. 
The hon. n1erubcr ~-tud pPl'~Oll'' asf:ociatcc1 \\~ith 
hi1n in thC' l-nitcd CalH_• Gro\YCr:"· ~.\~::;ocia­
tiou of Au~iTnlin pa~ .... Pd a. rP.'3olution (•ndors­
ing- the principle. The;- faYour compubory 
n10111bcr~hip o£ cane ~upplif'r~ to sugar­
mills. Even to-day their organisers are going 
·around the districts and using economic 
pressure to compel suppliers of cane who are 
not members of their organisation to become 
members. One of their executive officers 
said, " It is high time we adopted the same 
tactics and methods as a certain organisa­
tion"-which the chairman will not allow 
·me to mention in this Chamber. 

\Ve have endeavoured through the Arbitra­
tion Court of Queensland to bring about an 
amelioration of the condition of workers in 
.this State. We have been able to stabilise 
industry and bring about industrial peace 
within the State. It has been a good policy 
for the whole of the community. There is 
no question about that. When I started out 
·organising the industrialists a number of yE'ars 
ago the condition of the worker, in Queens­
land was worse in many respects than in 
the older <'·ountries. I remember girls in a 
di,trict I was organising who worked in 
the clothing trade industry fot 15s. a week 
and find themselves, although board in that 
district cost £1 5s. per week. 

Mr. KERR: I know girls who are working 
for Ss. a week now. 

Mr. HYNES : The conditions of the 
employees in the clothing trade in Queens­
land during the time the Torv predecessors 
of tho honourable members opposite were 
the Government were as bad as thev were in 
England when Tom Hood wrote ·his cele­
brated "Song of the Shirt." Through the 
instrumentality of the Arbitration Court and 
the efforts exercised by this Government we 
ha.-e been ablo to bring about a condition 
of affairs which, although "not the be-all and 
end-all of our aspirations, hac improved 

[Mr. Hynes. 

the position of the workers considerably and 
'gi.-cn them the decent standard of living they 
enjo\ to-day. I an1 not going to entnnerate 
instances. It is patent to hon. n1en1bers 
opposite and eycryone else that the. Arbitra­
tion Crurt has bC'en a fine institution. not 
oul.- for th<• cnm]o,-ces bnt for the employers 
als~. It has br;ught about an era of indus­
trial peace \Yhich was preyiously unknown in 
this State and is still unknown i>J other 
States. 

1\Ir. KERR: ·There was more work and 
better conditions before its establishment 
than there is now. 

Mr. HYKES: I have here a. letter which 
was written to the bran·:h secretary of the 
Ansnaliau \Yorkc1·.,' l·nion. which supports 
mv contention that it is absolutely necessary 
to' have everv industry in the State covered 
bv an arbih·~tion award. I must congratu­
l~te the Go.-ernment upon extending the 
scope of the Industrial Arbitration Act to 
include rural industries. 

GoVER:-11IEXT :YlE~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

:\Ir. HY::\ES: This letter was written by 
an immi "'rant. I shall not read it, but any 
hon. mct.;;ber may do so at his leisure. This 
immigrant >vas enticed out to these shores 
bv tho Torv Government of New South 
\\'ales. He ;.-as sent to Coraki road, Tweed 
Heads. at 25>. a ''eek and tucker, but the 
person employing him deducted. his fare and 
other things from his wages. wrth the result 
that tho immigrant only received 10s. for five 
week~· Vi-ork. 

Mr. COLLI:\S: Shame ! 

Mr. IIY::\ES: If there had been an award 
operating in that industry in that State. this 
man's interests would have been protected. 
:i.\ow he is asking the organisation to ta~e 
up his case and fight it in the court, and m 
all probability it will come J:>efore a. bench 
of local mao-istrates, who w!ll not take a. 
very sympathetic view of his case. 

Mr. KERR: How do you know that? 

Mr. HYNES : I have had experience of 
them. 

I wish to compliment the Government upon 
appointing a judge for the No_rt_her': DIVISlOII 
of Queensland. \Ye who are hvmg m Towns­
.-ille and north of Townsville have been sub­
jected to a great deal of trouble and delay 
1n reo-ard to our Arbitration Court matters 
bv re';,son of the fact that we have had to 
come to Brisbane and bring our witnesses 
down when we desired to fix up awards a.nd 
deal with industrial grievances. Recently 
the Goyernment appointed Judge Douglas 
as an actino- judge of the Arbitration Court 
of Queensl.?nd. That is .g'?ing. to be most 
beneficial to the people resrdmg m the North. 
It will mean that we shall be able to have 
our cases heard more expeditiously and more 
economicallv than has hitherto been the case. 
I am of the" opinion that the time has arrived 
when a areat deal more attention should be 
givc>n to "industrial arbitra~ion than is give~ 
at the present hme. I thmk ~hat an Arbi­
tration Judge should be appomted for the 
X orthern Division to cond)lct N ort~ern 
matter" and to sit cxclusiv~ly m the Arbltr;a.­
tion Court

2 
because I beheve the. work . ne 

"ould ha.-e to do would warrant Ins a_Ppol_nt­
ment as D full-time judge of the Arb1tratron 
Court. 

I think that tb0 industrial side of our 
Courts in Queensland has hitherto been 
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ucglcc:ted. For instance. a. judge will travel 
out to Cloncurry to hear a case of cattle 
utealing, and it will probably take ten or 
twelve days to deal with that case. Yet often 
roNe find that, on account of not having suffi­
cient judges on our Industrial Arbitration 
.Court bench, a case involving the living of 
1.000 men is hung up for three or four 
weeks. That should not be, and I commend 
to the consideration of the Minister that he 
should, as soon as possible, appoint a full­
time Industrial Court Judge for North 
Queensland. This question has been thrashed 
·threadbare by hon. members opposite, and 
my reason for getting up was to demonstrate 
·that we on this side have taken a keen 
inten·st in the operations of the Arbitration 
Court in Queensland. 

Question put and passed. 

ISSPECTION OF MACHINERY AND SCAFFOLDING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
·(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): I beg to 
!UOVe-

" That £21,895 be granted for 
' Inspection of Machinery and Scaffold­
ing.'" 

There is an increase in this vote. which is 
accounted for by the department taking over 
the administration of the \\'eights and Mea· 
surf:' Act. 

Mr. MOORE (A.ubigny): When the 
\Yeight.~ a11d ~1Pa~un·s Bill -\\'as going through 
the other day, the position of affairs seemed 
to be so unsatisfactory under dual control 
that we could get no reliable information 
in regard to the various districts. Now that 
the administration of the Act is to be taken 
Dver by the Department of Public Works 
1 would like to know whether the administra­
tion is going to be carried out in the same 
manner as previously. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'C'BLIC WoRKS: The 
Chief Inspector is going into the whole 
:natter now and will shortly submit a report 
to me. I think the tendencv will be to 
appoint inspectors in all divl.sions of the 
State, who will be controlled by the depart­
ment. 

Mr. MOO RE: The position previously was 
ao unsatisfactory that any change must be 
for the better. It appears to me to be unfair 
that the Chief Inspector. who will have to 
reorganise the whole business, should remain 
on the same salary. The department was 
apparently so disorganised that no records 
·were kept. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: When 
the department is reorganised I will consider 
the matter. 

Mr. MOO RE: It ought to be considered 
when we are passing the Estimates. 

Question put and passed. 

LABO'C'R, FACTORIES, AND WORKERS' 
ACCO}DIODATIOX. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
·(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, llfackay): I beg 
o!;o move-

" That £28,120 be granted for ' Labour, 
Factories, and W orkcrs' Accommoda­
tion.'" 

Question put and pas6ed. 

THE GAS ACT OF 1916. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS 

(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, J:lackay): I beg 
to move-

" That £1.618 be granted for 'The 
Gas Act of 1916.' " 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) : I would like to 
turn to the Gas Act of 1916 and seek some 
information from the Minister--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You 
are not entitled to discuss the Gas Act under 
this vote. 

Mr. KERR: I am entitled to discuss the 
administration of the Act, and, before I 
discuss the administration of the Act, I 
desire to quote section 11, which deals with 
meters. The section reads-

" No meter shall be issued for the use 
of a consumer by a company until it has 
been first tt'sted and stamped by a gas 
exanriner in accordance with the regula­
tions. 

"Within twelve months, or such 
further time as the MiPister deems neces­
sary, after the comr;oencement of this 
Act every meter in use on the premises 
of anv consumer at the commencement 
of this Act shall be so tested, and, if 
found accurate. stamped. 

" All meters issued bv a company and 
in use shall be agai1i tested, and, if 
found accurate. restamped at intervals 
of not more than seven years. 

"All meters which, after testing, are 
found to be inaccurate shall be removed 
at the expense of the company." 

To my knowledge there has been a good deal 
of trouble and worry to householders who 
have gas meters installed, and there has been 
much d1sagreement with regard to the amou11t 
charged for gas from time to time. House· 
holders have found it difficult to recon8ile 
the amount charged for the gas supplied and 
the amount which they allege they have con­
sumed in connection with gas stoves, light­
ing, or in 0ther ways. Although the meters 
are alleged to be tested by the Government, 
from thE, information I have received and the 
inquirie~ I have made, it appears that the 
meters in the metropolitan area are not 
registering correctly. Out of 9,481 meters 
examined in 1922, 1,172 meters were rejected 
or found to be registering incorrectly. 
Although I have made inquiries, I have not 
been able to ascertain that the thousands of 
meters in the metropolitan area. to-day have 
been examined by the Government as 
prescribed in the Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: They 
are being examined regularly. If you know 
of any case where there is cause for COI?­
plaint, let us know about it and we w1ll 
investigate it immediately. 

Mr. KERR: That i:s a wide statement. 
The hon. gentleman knows that, when a 
rreter is placed i:n a house, the people are 
not in a position to say whether it is regis­
tering correctly or not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: If it is 
registering incorrectly, we will have it 
examined. 

Mr. KERR: The time is opportune to d'Oal 
with the many incorrect registerings wh1ch 
are alleged to take place in connectiOn with 
these meters. In some instances where el.oc­
tric; light has Lecu installed to replace the 
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gas, 1 ht' nl'"'i-f'r h .. i~ regi~ter;._·r1 practicall;: the 
same amount per month as was charged 
befDrr' ~ h, ~._·lee- ic li~ht \\"<:b in~railed. Tlwre 
js inadequate exan1iliation in regard to tlu'se 
111\'tjT.-..: • ..-f'll•::'l't' al'P onh~ t\YO 1lh'Tl'l' CXllll1illf'l'...::, 

and they cannot do th:eir work properly, and 
perhal_-l:-: 1l11' cump~aint:'. arl' .in~tihed. I \Yonlcl 
ask the 2\finister to haYe a test made of at 
least 500 meters. to find out how many of 
r ht>111 i'l' rvg i."'tering· incorrectly. I mn not 
going to say tho gas companies are doing it 
on purpose. 

Mr. CoLLINS : Don't start to apologise. 

Mr. KERR: I am not apologising to any­
body. It may be that the meters are over­
registering or under-registering, but it is 
time that some action was taken under the 
legislation we have on the statute-book. 

I notice that provision is made for pay­
ment of £150 to a gas referee. I would like 
the Minister to indicate when next his Esti­
mates are before the Committee whether the 
£250 which was voted last year was spent. 

At 10.30 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN said: Under the provi­

sions of Standing Order No. 307, I shall now 
leave the chair and make my report to the 
House-

The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported progress. 

The resumption of the Committee was 
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at 10.31 p.m. 




