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1468 Ioercpes B30
FRIDAY, 5 OUTOBLER, 1923,
The]SPElxI\FR (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
< vie chanr ar 3.30 poaa.
QUESTIONS.

Trve INPosEDn ON YETTLER 1N INKERMAN
IrRIGATION AREA.

F‘»\}i‘z«\liXF {(Wiraniy asked ihe Secre-
frn' Pubiic Lands—

What was the amount of {he fine
impoe ~<(1 upon a farmer in the Tnkerman
arcy {referred to in his mnl\ to my
ulw-lmn of 25th September ) for a breach
of section 35 of the R]rrhh n Water and
Warer Conservation and Ctilivation Acts
19iC to 19157 ‘

“2 Was anyv of the fine <ul>~(‘qu(‘nﬂ
remitted or refurded to him*
"‘SA It the Council of Agrieulture ask
that the mia‘ aipount of the fine be
rofuuded  to n'm will the request be
cowmplied with?
4. What  was the precise nature of
the offence for which he was punished?”
_The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
“Hon, W. McCormack. Cairns) replied—

“This information has alreads beon
:‘111’)111‘9(1.' The hon. wember has already
asked {his question.  He will find the

answer 10 Votes and Proceedings.” ”
Mr. Swavxe: I meat certainly did not ask
this question befom In the previous ques-
tion there was no reference to this case

{Mr. Kirwan.

[ASSEMBLY.]

ARsENIC ProODU

AT BTs

Ay ERWARDR  (Nunangn
Secretary for Mines--

RIS

N wias
mine during

1 Wioat quantity of
duced at the Stars arsenic
last financial vear?

9. What quantity = (1} exporred,
(h) s ,ld for ])110‘ Iv-near destruction; i¢)
sold within the State for other purposess

and whet was the wuverage price charg
respectively 7

“ 3. \\hm quantity of ar-enic iz at
present on hand?

4. 0Of this, what quantity i~ available
for =ale for purposes of destruction of
prickly-pear, and ai what price?

5, Clan areenic be purchased at the

same price for the purpuse of destruction
of undergrowth and noxious plants Ot.m.

than prickly-pear—i«) by local authori-
ties: (4 by prdividuals?
“ 6. What was the reuson for the delay

in the {inalising of ﬂw accounts of this
and other underrakings mentioned on
page 76 of the Auditor-General's report?

Wil be furnish to this House as
carly as poszible during the present -2s-
sion a statement of the results of the
operasions of these nndertakings during
last finaneinl yvear?”

The
AT

SECRETARY FOR MINES
Jones, Paddivgion) replied—

(ITon.

“1 Production, 434 tons 18 cwi.

2. () Exported, 139 tons 3 cwr., af
,,,40 8s.1 (#) pear destruction, 75 tons 17
cwt.. at £10; () =old within Srate. 205
tons 18 cwr.. at £38 157,

Approximately 121 1ons.

4. The whols production. if applied
for. ar £10 per ton. plus cost of con-
jainers, is available for pear desrruction.

5. No. The price of £10 per ton rail
foes anly for prickly-pear destruction
PULIPOSCE.

“ 6 and 7. Statements of vesulss of min-
fnv operations witl be furnishe.d with the

othes State enterprises, delavs beinzg ocea-
sionad by alterations in persenue! of staff

at end of last (inancial year.”

RACECOURRES BILL.

FIRD READING.
The NPTORNEY-GENERAL How J.
NMallan, #lndirs) s T heo 1o move—
*Thut the Bill Lo ey w third
tle.”

Question put and passed

PAPERS.

The following paners weoere a1 the
{ahle :—
Orders in Council wnder prema
Conrt Aci of 1821,
Regulation under the Aucrionesrs and
5
C'ommission Agents Act of 1822

Ovder in Council under the Jlagistrates

Court Act of 1921,
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cun, Srechane, in the eloedr)
Puric WORKS.
(\_‘,, 3

g
for Depariment

Office.”
‘Mr. BT

hat £22,630 be granted
Public Woerks—Chiet

bl \Vm«m(/m In myv opinion

are uot recoivisyr the
C m consection
ng ol >cnoo’. I kuow thet

1= Lo debated over and over
this Chamber, neverthelsss hon,
whoethy be on e Governs
the Opposition side, would not
duty 1if they did not constuntly
atrer wader the notice of the
fm- Pub Works and his depare-
tf it 13 not possible to obiain
n-ideration for country children.
ought io give

all admiv that we
consideration 1o 1110 1\001)10 hv.nrr in

tacmbors,
ment side or
Lo deing 111( dy
bring this
Secrota
ent o
greater
[
greater

the counrev ditvd <o far as educarion.
concerned, and we skauld asist fo keep th

in the counnry distviets br making th

wore cutgenial aand ﬂvlnrr the children the

dese

education the TUp 1o the pic
tone they have not received that nece
sistance. T know fhat on occasions que
(o:‘ ~oraing this macrer have been =:ked
I know that the Depart-

K ndmb\
ment of Pu b]u‘ Insiruetion has re pested the
Deparmrent of Public Works to carrs out
a job sonictimes invoiving only a few novnds
for doing repair work “and the work has
been held up month after month and then
the reply gencrally is thuat the latter dq)alt
ment haz not the monev available to carr:

out the wvor It mv finister realis d what
effcet 1the lack of school buildin ha~ on
the country peaplie and vhe country cohi'dren,
he wounld make a special offort to son thar the
work i1~ carvvied out.. This has been going
on inoali country distriets to my knowledge
for vears. wnd I am wuve it has been going
cn e knowledwe of wmany other bon,
membne I have here an applicativn from
a schieol esmmilitee. setitng out thet thes

heve o a mumber nf oceazions ovar n period
of wears requested thar cortain work sheuld
be carvied et The socsetary of the sclool
COMMiTTe in his letter to the Under
Seerets Departienr of Public Tnstraction—

Tl

© AMuny wears have now clapsed since
' waticn for this mnch desired
required jmprovement  was

et

apd on mans accasions emro thet
tier haz been brought und:-v sour
e sum ovotal  of all this

~pondence and of the varions visits
rops trom the Works Doporetmet

e WO WOre seven ¥

towas it for—a

DWARDS: It

was an appication
fining of &

\’m te school—quite a

B7ich ignificont matter, but a big
Hv ing to the childrer: attouumv thit schonl.
That is only olie instance. Maly such casts

ceuld be quoted. I hope that the Sceretary
for Public Woy wiil see that everr effors
is made to carry our the work immediately
after the inspector decides that it is neces-
caly. It would not be fair for me, as a

UUNE {5 Ouronrm. |
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CORMETE 1epr v ospeak ounly of my

vorr disteier o this virer, beeause o kiwow

that the same conditions apply practicallv

throughout  the  length  and  breadin  of
sueensisud.

The SFCRETARY 70R 1 What

«chool do you refer 107

Mr. EDWARDS: I am veferving to rtho
Cooluby Seate school, T i‘r‘ Iu i to the
reeretary for 1’uh<w Works and hiz depare-

I am bound to say thar at
e the work s recommended
I hope that it will be dono.
Tiese are  Hitle matte but  the
Vinistor must realize thar they mean evers-
to the children in the counn T hope
v the Lon. gentleman will wee his way clear
» have these works carried our by econtract,
has Dbeen suggesied on wans ocessions
om this side of the House.  The children
rending  country  schools would {hmn
Iy be able to obrain the benefic of the
re o facil bur  the i puartment
\\ulhd find systern: very much better and
cheaper than the present system of  day
labour.

The SECRETARY FOR Prpric Works: Certain
work hias been appruved of in connection
with the Coolabunin scheol thar vou have
referred to.

Mr. FDWARDS:

ihe preseng
to be done.
aud done as

nos

I have already said that.

Very often. after it has Dbeen decided 1o
c:rect a school in a localire, the work is hung
up for a number of vears. and it quite
natural for parents to make other arrange-
ments for the educarion of theivr children,
while in some ; the families remove
from the disrict  Sometimes that has the
effect ot reducine the number of chiklren in
tire locsliry and @ school is withheld, to their
detviment. I do nor wish to «iscuss this

matter at lengih, as it has been sufficiently
brought under the rorice of the Alinister. I
hepe thut the whols of the money asked for
on this vote will be expended. and that hon.

m(\m’)m after v ving le stating thob
works wiil he carried out when fund\ are
available.” will net discover that £23,000
romains unexpended.

The SECRETARY ¥or PuBLIe WoRkS: \\I.Qt
depavtment did vou say that cecurved in?

Ar. FDWARDS: It was carvied over from
the Devartment of Public Instruction.
Works: It was
department,

The SECRETARY TOR 1PUBLIC
not carried over from my

Mr, EDWARDS: It was money thar could
be used for this parpos:
The Sneeerany rox Posnie W Monevw

boonsed for f’f‘“ purpose for which

appropriated

3, EDWAPRDS:
o =pent for the p
distalkes mav o

Toec monhey cannct
s ve indicated.
nalls b(' made in build
ing srhools in the wrong posiu Neees
cating their 1 val. Al theen thi have

tendenes to militate azainst the swelfare of
the corntre districts. T hope that the Minis
tor will seriously crnsider the matter of pro-
viding acconuncdation {or the countrr chil
dren and s o is no delay in car
ine cur work daring the present financial
vear.

Mr. MceLACHLAN (Mesthp): T have
Hetened very attentively fo the debate which
has taken nlace. and I have also read with
pleasure the specen of the Secratary for

Mr. McLachlan.]

ve
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Supply.

Public Works on thiz vote, Those speeches
that I did not hear during the debaie 1
indulged in the vecreation of reading. Dur-
1ncr the debate there has been a discussion as

to the relative merits of the day labour and
contract systems. Hon. members opposite
have taken great pains in irving to show

from their own standpoint that du labour
i not in the same street as the contract
system. In fact, some of them have gone so
far as to offer gratuitous insults to the work-
men engaged in carrving out works, not only
in Brisbane and Qu“@l)\l«llld but in other
parta of the Comumonwealth.

They have endeavoured to stress the point
that workmen working under the day-labour
system will not give cfficient work, and will
not give a fair v's work for the money
thev are receivin Although hon. members
oppoqto have nnde those statements, they
have failed. so far as I can gather from
hearing and rezding their apecches, to prove
their contentions in anv instance. I intend
to give some figures this afterncon to show
the ad\ antage accruing to the public through
ving out public works on the day-labour
sfem, as against the contract Watem

Durinq the last few rears gigantic works
have been carried out in the city of Brisbane
kv public bodies, the cost running into many
thousands of pounds. Seme of ths work has
Leen doue by dar labour. and when the
figurces have been analysed, it bas been proved
that the faxpaver was recciving a much
better deal under this sestern than under the
contract system

1 remember that. whon Mro Paget was
Soeretary for Rotlwas: 1011 AroEe as
te the werits of the ‘ld‘—AAl]L“OUT syvstem—as

Minister hss said, it comes up every year
—aud Alr. !’fmot clearly demonstrated “that
scveral railwars had heon built on the day-
labour system, and that many thousands of
pounds were saved which would not have
Leen the case had contractors carried out
those works. and in many cases the work
voas hetror done.

During the last few years the Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sowerage Board has been
¢ a great amount of work iu Brisbane—

the hon. member for Teowong touched on
this ques tion in his speech. 1 do not want
thhe hon. member fo think for one moment

that T am one of those people who go into
sewers—lie zaid he sonld leave the sower
orle to those people who go into sewers—
becawse I am not any more used to sewers
Bian the hon, mombor ; but I propose to deal
with contract work in conneetion with some
of the sewerape vadertakings,

Mr. Maxwenn: Why not deal with them

all?

Mr. McLACHLAN: I have taken out
some figures to show the saving to the peopls
under the day-labour systeni. Some time ago
tenders were called for a certain length of
s« erage work to be done in the city, and the
rgineer of the Board was asked to submlt
stimate. It was found that the engineer’s
imate. tendering on the same specifica-
{ions, was £15,000 less than the Jowest tender.
Necdless to say, the Board had the work
carried out by day labour, resulting in a
censiderable saving to the taxpayers, and the
work was well and efficiently done, and
according to the specifications. The Metro-
politan Water Supply Beard also had occa-
sion to call tenders for another plece of
work recently, and when the tenders were

[Mr. McLachlan.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

discussion took
when some members succeeded
that the work—the Breakfast
Creek sewer—should be done by day labour.
Subsequently., at another meeting of the
Bouard. some members were evidentle sorry
for what they had done, and they reopened
the question with a view to having this
work, which they had already decided should

submitted. a
boardroomn:,
i sccuring

place in the

Le done by dav labour, carried out by
contract.

Some discussion took place. but ir was
found that the engincer had already placed

a considerable amount of plant in position
for the purpose of going on with that work
by day labour. and it would have been an
expensive undertaking to have removed the
whole of that plant without. at all monts
giving day labour a wrial. However,
compromise was effected, and it was dec lded
to complete one section by day labour and
to let coutracts for the other two sections.
Tenders were subsequently called for the
section to be done by day labour. when it
was found that the estimate of ths engineer
was £31.000 below the lowest tendsr, and
the engineer carried out the work at a
saving oven on his own estimate. That is
conclusive evidence that under the system
of day labour in connecetion with these jobs
there is a considerable saving to the people
as against contract. In the carly stages
of the carrying out of the sewerage work
tTwo tC‘l‘LJ(‘I) were ]‘f—ﬂrl(\‘ to a man nﬂ.nled
Adams, of New Zealand, for a section of
the main sewer from Nudgee road to Break-
fast Creek, and atother to a man of the
name  of Atherton, who was representing
the English firm of Rhvs Jones, McTaggarr,
and "1 for a length of the main sower
from Pinkenba to Nudgee.  As evervbody
knows. each of these coutracts was abandoned
by the coutractor, and the work that was
done was faulty in the extreme. So much so
that, when they threw up their coutracts,
there were fwo law cases over the business,
and the Merropolitan Water Suapply and
ssewerage Board won each case, but s not
suceessfol in getiing any compensation. The
Board had to finish the work that was not
compirted by these contractors, at great
expense to the prople be » the w oergs
were lefs in an unsafe condition. The work
had not been carvried out as it should have
n carried out. and the work had to be

finished by the Board by day lzbour. It
secms to me that in those days there was
not a suflicient

pumber of members of tho
Board who were in favour v labour,
because, if there had been, this work would
have been done by the Board’s own officers,
and  effectively  done, and a  considerable
amount of money would have been saved
to the ratepavers. Tenders still are called
for work in connection with the Water and
Sewerage Board, but I am given to under-
stand that contractors are very chary about
tendering so far as the deep sewerage work
is Conoernvd They tender at the present
time for what is known as retic alation worlk
—that js shallow work—and they prefer, if
thev camn, to get the easy work and leave the
more difficult problems to be carried out
by the Board itself. If the Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage Board can—and
it has proved that it canueﬁeotlvely carry
out sewerage work in this city by day labour
and save money to the rdfepavers by that
system, then all work should be done under
the day-labour system. Amongst the mem-
bers who constitute the Board at the present
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time there are some who stand for day
labour all the time. and rthere are some momn-
vers on the City Council who srand for day
tabour also. and they cndeavour to see thar
all work in the City of Brisbane. which is
being paid for by the ratepayers. is done in
the most efficient manner and in the cheapest
way possible.

I was speaking the other day to a gentle-
man in this ecity who is m a faulv large
way in businest here, st only has he
business interests in the Citr of Brisbane.
but hie has business interests in the d(lj()lll]llff
State of New South Wales, He is not an
advocate for the careying our of work under
the day-labour svstem. bocause he is a direet
opponent  of the Labour party and  its
methods.  The other day \omu work had to
be done in Sydney in which he had a big
interest.  Tenders were calied for the work.,
and when they were opened the directors of
the company were satisfied they were far

and awar in eoxcess of the priee for which
the work ought to be done. They decided
not to aceept any of the tenders bur would
carry out the work themselves.  Immediately
after they arrived ar thar decisiou. one of
ihe contractors  inteeviewnsd these  business
wen and said that he had made a mistake

asked to be allowed to
ye-tender. This gentleman said. = No. vou
\\ 2re given  an oppormunity o render.
‘lthough I aw not in favour of day labour.
T am gumn to have thiz job don¢ by day
labour.” Ile had it dene Ly day labour and
saved monay thereby, I have lieve an exrract
to show that it is vot only in \ll\(ldlxd thar
this zaving by dax labour can be obrained,
but ir is also the case overscas, T vead this
dct in the v Daily Standard” the other
I worice thar the hon. member for
ong 1s &milin . but T know hv reads the
“Rtandard” and hax probabiy read this.

1 thee

in his tender and

My, MaxwrenL: I oread
Mr. McLACIILAN . This is the ex

STHE PPROOT OF THE DPUDLDING.
“dhe City Council of %
Yales. resendly

&

papers,

ansca, In
decided on u housing
scheme of 11e own. The tender for the
work seomed too hizh, so it was doue
by day  labour. withr  the following
result :-—

Contractoy’™s price
Actual cost

Saving to rarepavers

Thase figures ¢
stateiment of

cannot be refuied.
what has zcrually tran

I have reierred to the opinion of a former
Secretary for Ratlways, who made a declara-
tion in this Chamber as to the great saving
that ‘had been effected in railway constrac.
tion by day labour. and we have evidence
in the extract I have read of ilie saving
which is being efferted in Wales, across the

sea. It must ho generally admitted that,
when work is done by dav labour. a fair

day’s work is given by the men. who do the
work cfficiently and cannot be accused of
shirking work under that svstem, as has been
stated by hon. members onposite.

A good deal of trouble has taken place
recently in connection with the Brisbane Town
Iall, which lm~ become historic because it
has been spoken of for a great many vears
and is not vet an accomplished fact. although

ER] Supyla. 1471

there appears to be a possibiliry of its being
compietad in the near furure.
Mr. TavLor: It iz to be hoped so.

Mr. MeLACULAN: The leader of the
Opposition smiles at the prospect of the
Town 1Iall being completed. It will probably
L+ completed before the hon. member leaves
this terrestrial sphere. (Laughter.)

M. MAaxWwWELL interjected.

Me, MeLACHLAN : The hon. member for
Toowong, who bas jusr interjected. hus a
eona deal to say about things being red. and
about the Red Flag bur I would remind
him that theve is 2 good deal of red about
the Union Jack which he so often refers to.

The figures I am going to quote show how
careful men who revresent those who have to
find ths money to carry on any work should
be in revising tenders before accepting them.

Within the last three or four

4 p.m.] mionths tenders were called for
' the superstructure of the Town
Ilall according to plans and specifications

snbmitted by the architects, and the result
shows the disparity which can be disclosed
in tenders pur in on the same specifications
Ly men who have been contracting for years
—men who are known to be of the highest
integrity in the city.  The tenders veceived
vere as follow:—

Period to;

|
|
Tenderer. | Amount. complete ¢ Per cent.
‘ i work.
|
| ¥
MeLeod Bros,.. o 825000 14
AL Midson e 7
D. . Carriek .. | O
Thos. Keenan .. ! 5]

¢

Qi

. nieinbers will see that on the same plans
specifications  there was o difference
hetween the highest and the lowest tenderer of
nearly £300.000. and that there was a differ-
eiice of ouly half a vear iu the time for the
exceution of the work, but a difference in the
pereermage Tate between 6 per cent. and 10
per cont. It is just possible that those who
are spending the 1<1{'“1 cers” money in doing
vorls by contract ave golug 1o m\ol\(‘ them in
a much heavier exponse t
since the evidence goes to show that the work
could be dene much more efficiently  and
cheapls by dax labour.

Now let me quote @ fable to show how the
Ccostoto the mlopawn would work cur on the
pereentage hasis

Tenderer.

McTeod Bros.,
A. Mid=on

D. D, Carrick
Thos. Keenan

1626,674
1581,013

Mr Krrgo: Did not the architects give an
ostimate of the cost?

Mr. McLACHLAN : The architects did not
make an estimate, Anybody can see what
these figures mean. If one of those tenders
had been accepted. we would have been pay-
ing the conmractor yearly the percentage

Mr. McLachlan.]
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amonn divided by the number of vea

which he uadertook to complere the 5
'llml. w effect, would be the salavy he would
pohy venr iu e ont 1‘1\ wo!

pre pxn wiro
GoulalL {m
0L POTEOL
i gor a man fo

But purting 1 .
would ouly cost the v

Ht m:.

NOR

st £82,500 if the

fost tender had ln i accented. Thaose ave
tuniusiing o, and just chow whar
stble ung T ot svstem, Ler
mivion that the original imate for
whole buailding wes« £430.0070, inclusive
undations, which were estiinated to ¢ost

0,000, After the completion of the founda-

tenders  were called for the super-
structure, but the Lty Council then decided
e alter the ficavious and hove certsin
SrETions The architeers prepared

g wl oune of ovions
kod to submit a srvaightout
the new specification.

the T

My, MaxwenL: That estimate svas sub-
mirted by the avehirects,

CLACITLAN: The avchitevts sub-

estimate i the first ~m“<=

for the whole building, incinding

tions, which weve csrimated to cose

2130, The point I want t make iz that

even  utder  the present  arran nt by

witich 3y, Carvrich undertakes o build the
saperstructare for lutip sum of £465.000.
there will be a shortage of £111,000 berween

the awmount of the original loau and the
cotundl cost of the work.,  Those nmu

mw' T the. contract system  has

in the case of the Town

1o put them int

the pc\)ph, see what can
dax labour and what 1= ocm“
crection of the Town Hall by

Jnm
done i
contract.

AMp. SWAYNE (3firaudy: I have always
pointed o counection with the question
of day work versas contract, thas there ave
coso~ In which ons is preferable 1o the
ather.  What I blame the Government for
15 tneir hard-and-fast adherence to the day-
labour poliey in instances where contrac
work would undoubtedly be preferable.
have alveady stated that I am quite prepared
te admit that there are instances where day
Tabour would be the best, It has been
poiuted out that the running of a big uad
veloped country like Qlu(‘ntl ud much e
rame as running a favm. On o farm we find
that some branches of the work can bhe bes
done under tha plecework system. and some

he

\Hl(lL‘l‘
the

bmn“‘ es can b better earvied ocut under the
day-work or weekly svstem. I know that
the ;c:tluan'y for Public Lands had some
cxperionce in farmi He was canegrow:ng
close tu where T w at one time, and |
would like to ask him if when he was get-

ting his cane cut, he got it cut under rho
dav-labour system, or 1f he was to grow cane
again whother he would get it eut under the
dav-labour system.

The Secperary For TPrsLic Laxps: Since
then I have often cut it under the plecework
aystem.

Mr. MaxwrrL : Which paid the best?

Mr. SWAYNE: I think we can take it
that the hon. gentleman got his cane eut
under the piecework system, and if he grew

[Mr. McLachlan.

ir cut under the

CLANDS :
nl'um the plecewo

Kvery-
e

T

> are clagees of work
1 plecework system,
k 1 can best be
w-work system. I
ter personally for this
a victim of the poliey
- have laid down the
- ob they take in
< lubour. In this
tre membuers mostly
ting the number
for the moncy
the voie for

sy be dope
vote, 1t coucorns o
is the ovil that we ¢ not g

schools that weo should get
i vered, I ouerice
schoel  buiidin has been iner from
£20.000 o ¢, T am not laylng the
fault 1n connection with the erection of School

butldings at the doov of the Minister, but in
the the country districts have boen
Ladly «erved in this respect.  Children have
had ro sit on the ground when they were

heing taught, and crammed together in build-
irgs or tents under condifions that wers
msaiitary. to the least of it, simply
theient mones was not voted for
hat has been said,

Y S
Precaiune

ihat purpose. Tn spite of
T maintain that by 2 judicious admixture ot
piecework  with the day-work system the

ey \m'zM go much further, and a lot of
these evils and drawbacks 1hat some of the
country residents have suffered would not
have occurred if many of the jobs were lot
contract,

H
FRE
T did nm

hen, membe

hear all
Merthyr,

that was said by the
but T believe he
As
vear gees by vyou have mstances
it under vour notice where it is proved
lwavely that pilecework is the better. I
'nmoml“ quoting some little time ago on
this question no less authority than the late
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£3 10s. to over £8 per week. There is this
very important point also in this connection :
At that time they were carrying on ship-
building in the United States of America at
a great rate, where we are told they carry
out their work most proficiently and economi-
cally; yet these Australian-built ships were
turned out under the piecework system at a
cost of £12 per ton less than the ships built
in the United States. That shows that piece-
work is the best under certain conditions.

The hon. member for Merthyr had a lot
to say about the cost of supervision in con-
rection with contract jobs, and, so far as I
could follow him, he referred to the erection
of the Town Hall and the high cost of
supervision in connection with that building.
Coming to a more recent date than my last
quotaton, let me quote the hon. member for
Fitzroy, a member of the Labour party, in
his remarks about the cost of supervision on
Government jobs reported in “ Hansard” for
1920 at page 8(2—

“He did not want to enter into a
cantroversy on the question of day labour
versus contract. The Minister put it in
a nutshell when he said day labour under
efficient management gave the bast
results, and so it did. But what the
Minister had to find out was whether
Government management gave efficient
management. He had worked for private
enterprise, and he had worked for big
industries, and had worked with the
worst tools and equipment, too; and if
he were giving an estimate for Govern-
ment work under Government conditions,
he would allow a 20 per cent. bigger
estimate than he would if he were con-
tracting under private enterprise.”

Yet that hon. member is pledged to the day-
labour system. Hon. members opposite are
tied down and have no freedom in -the
matter. They know they are wrong. The
kon. member for Fitzroy went on to say—
“ They had got as their inspectors and
foremen men who were not in sympathy
“with the Administration, and when they
were in sympathy—there were some who
were in sympathy, and they were tiptop
men

Mark these words—
“they were so bound down by redtape-
ism and departmental officialism that
they could not move until they had sent
about half a dozen wires or letters to
headquarters in Brisbane. That was one
of the reasons why they were not getting
good results in the building business
connected with Government contracts, and
what applied there applied also to the
railways. An efficient man in private
enterprise would not stand some of the
Government foremen for five minutes.
Why, the Government had an army of
inspectors that no contractor would stand
on a job, and they did not inspect at all
That was one of the reasons why the day-
labour principle at the present time did
not give the same results as the contract
system; but day labour—under proper
conditions and carried out by thoroughly
faithful men and competent inspectors
with sufficient authority to make altera-
tions in order to meet emergencies as
they arose—would, in a general way,
equal the contract system.”

These are conditions inseparable from

Government control, and because of which

hon. members on this side consider
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efficient day work impossible under State
control, more especially when it is so
largely political as it is under the present
Government. That is why these jobs are
costly. It does not matter whether schools
are built out of loan money or revenue. If
they are built out of revenue, it means addi-
tional taxation. We all know already how
this vicious circle is growing, and how high:
taxation checks enterprise and creates unem-
ployment. If works are paid for from:
revenue it iz bad, but if, on the other hand,
they are paid for out of loan money, con-
sidering the high rates of interest the State-
is paying, it is again bad. It is therefore
doubly bad. 1t is piling up a huge burden
on posterity which 1s unfair to those coming
after us. While I am on the relative merits
of day labour and contract, I wish to quote
a cable from London which appeared in the
“ Telegraph » of 12th October last year—
‘“ PIECEWORK.
““ COMPARED WITH DAY LABOUR.
“London, 12th October.

“ A striking comparison between the
results of time and piece work was
revealed in the report of the joint in-
vestigation committee of employers’ and
workmen’s organisations in the engineer-
ing and shipbuilding trades. Mechanics
engaged in fitting watertight and sliding
shutters on working time occupied 496
hours, while on payment by results they
occupied only 150 hours. When the ship-
wrights were laying decks, the output
was doubled when on piecework. Ia one
case, two similar vessels were being built.
The one on time took 2,601 hours and the
other on piecework 1.151 hours. Riveters
on time put in 176 rivets per squad
weekly, and on piecework 722 rivets
weekly. There was evidence that the
earnings on piecework were 334 to 100
per cent. above the earnings on time.”

That is just on a par with the experience in
New South Wales, to which I have already
referred. It shows that, judged on the
standard of efficiency—and efficiency and
economy are needed in Queensland just now
—generally speaking. piecework is the best
system. There are exceptions, but judging
from the earnings of the workers, it is also
best from their point of view. If a vote
of the canecutters were taken as to whether
they prefer dayv work or piecework, I amx
almost sure that they would say, ‘ Give us
piecework every time.” We know that at
one time the Australian Workers’ Union, in
accordance wth the policy of the party to
which they belong, did advocate day work
for canecutting in the Arbitration Court,
kbut they dropped it when they found it was

unpopular among many of their own
members.
We want to get the utmost value for

school buildings from the vote of £450006
that we are now considering. The hon.
member for Nanango referred to the hard-
ships and injustice suffered by country resi-
dents through lack of accommodation for
children. I urge on the Minister again to
find out whether many of these outside jobs
could not be let by contract. If the homn.
gentleman would accept the contract system
to a modified extent, he would find that the
£45,000 would go a great deal further than
ii does under the present system.

Before I resume my seat, I wish to refer
to a matter that, although not entirely done
away with, is in abeyance for the time being.

Mr. Swayne.]
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T refer to the compulsion on residents to put
ap schools  for the education of their
children. That policy i3 a relic of the old
provisional schcol days. Twenty yvears ago
it was fairly common, but for a long time
T had not heard of residents being com-
pelled to crect their own school buildings.
Quite recently this practice has been reverted
to on an increased scale. The rule is that
if the inspector who is sent out to report on
the probable attendance at the school con-
siders it will not exceed twelve, the local
residents are required to ercct the building.
I am not saying whether that is right or
wrong, but in many instances the parents of
these twelve children are probably pioneers,
and having just started are hard up. It is
not their fault that there are so few children
in the neighbourhood, and it comes hard on
them to have to find the whole cost of
building. In the more populous centres the
schools are erected without question. The
point I wish to make is that these inspectors
do not always make a correct estimate. One
such instance has come under my notice in
respect of a school at Mount Jukes. The
settlers there were in a small way and could
ill afford the time, as they were very busy,
but they erected a very fine school building.
They were compelled to do so because the
inspector had reported that there was not
likely to be a greater attendance than twelve.
There were twenty-two children attending
the school within a short time of its open-
ing. Seeing that the attendance was such
as to entitle a school being built, the resi-
dents should not have been asked to put up
the school. No doubt the officials in Bris-
bane acted in good faith- on the report of
the - inspector, but the inspectors are not
liberal enough in their estimates, and make
them unnecessarily low. That is the sort
of thing that country members object to.

We hear a great deal about high schools
and grammar schools in the cities. We
quite recognise the necessity
[4.530 p.m.] and the advantages of second-
ary education, and do not for
one moment object to it, but we do say
that primary education should be looked after
first. The pioneers who build up our
country eentres and open up our backblocks
should have the first call. The city depends
upon these men for its very existence.

I hope that in future the estimates of
attendance will be dealt with a little more
liberally than has been the case in the past.

The SecrRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
We are liberal enough so far as attendance
is concerned.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): We have
had a fairly comprchensive debate on this
vote, but I should like to add one or two
words before it goes through. I have lis-
tened to the comments that have been made,
and I must confess that the criticism from
members of the Opposition in regard to the
Works Department has not been of a very
severe character. If hon. members have to
complain only of their schools not being
lined, T am sure that is not a severe oriticism.
Certainly a school when lined is much nicer;
1t is more compact and is warmer in the
winter; but it iz not at all useless when
unlined. I am quite satisfied that a number
of people in outside districts are glad to get
even the outside walls.

The SECRETARY rOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION:
That is so. Their residences are not lined.

[Mr. Swayne.
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Mr. WINSTANLEY: Nine-tenths of the
residences in the country districts are not
lined. and many of those country people have
not the slightest conception of a lined wall.
If they have a wooden wall they think they
are well off. Many of them have iron walls,
which are hot in summer and cold. in winter.
I think that hen. members opposite havé not
much to complain of, all things being
considered.

Someo eriticism has been offered in connec-
tion with the expenditure of money by the
Departinent of Public Works, and a com-
plaint was made that this money is spent
in the city rather than in the country. As a
country member, I should take exception if
I thought that was true, but the population
have to be considered as well as other
things. If anvone goes carefully through
the list published by the Department of
Public Works, he will have to admit frankly
that the work has been honestly and con-
siderately distributed as far as town and
country interests are concerned. Naturally
larger and more substantial buildings have
to be erected in town centres. 1 think that
the Minister has not only attempted to put
up buildings where they are needed, but he
has put them up where they are most needed,
consequently the vote has been expended care-
fully and conscientiously.

I am glad to say that, while I have not
got all that I have asked for so far as the
expenditure of money in my electorate is
concerned, I have secured some things. In
my electorate, as in others, there are numer-
ous requests and also some complaints about
not receiving what is asked for, but I think
that he is an exceptionally fortunate member
who gets all he asks for.

OrposiTiON MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. WINSTANLEY : We do not get that
either in or out of politics, and it would not
be good for us if we did.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: We

would become too selfish.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : I am confident that
the Minister would have been willing to
spend more than he did if the Treasurer had
been prepared to give the money to him.
In my electorate there are buildings which
need a coat of paint, but I have no hesitation
in saying that the Minister knows the value
of a coat of paint as well as anyone else in
this Chamber. He knows that it is false
economy to spoil the ship for & coat of tar.
But in our own cases when we own houses
there are times when we cannot spare the
money to paint those houses, and the cost of
doing so is subsequently increased. Other
expenses have to be met; we cannot do
without our tucker or our clothes in order
to paint the house, and the Minister finds
himself in a similar position. I am sure that,
if the money were available, he would be
quite willing to spend it not only in putting
up buildings but in keeping them in excellent
repair. When you have the buildings up,
it is a sad thing to see them going into
disrepair and depreciating for want of a
coat of paint. (Hear, hear!)

A good deal has been said from time to
time on the question of day labour versus
contract. The instances which the hon. mem-
ber for Mirani has trotted out have practi-
cally no bearing whatever on the subject, for
the simp'e reason that occupations like cane-
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-cutting and shearing are not a fair com-
parison with work which the Department of
Public Works has to do. That department
has to pay some regard to quality as well as
quantity, I do not think this applies to all
contracts, but everybody who has been in
the trade knows that some contractors, when
they get a chance, point and scamp the worlk.

Mr., Corring: Hear, hear!

Mr. WINSTANLEY : I have heard con-
tractors say that no matter how good the
inspector put upon the job may be they will
get the better of him. I am quite sure some
of them lay themselves out to beat the
inspector. I know of cases where contractors
using Inglish Portland cement have had a
few empty Portland cement cases in their
yard. That Portland cement cost them 21s.
a cask and they have bought German cement
at 15s. or lfs. a cask, emptied the cheaper
cement into the Portland cement casks and
used it in their contracts.

Mr. Krtso: Was that done on any of the
public buildings constructed under countract?

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes.

Myr. Krrso: That is a libel on the officers
in charge.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I have seen an
inspeotor condemn bricks that it was pro-
posed to use in a public building, and, while
he was away, those bricks were put into the
wall of the building. I know of a building
in the North constructed when things were
slack in the city by a Brisbane contractor,
who undercut the local men. That builder
put bricks that had been manufactured
locally into that building, and, if they had
not been cemented on the outside wall, I
guarantee the building would have tumbled
down. Those bricks came from only about a
mile and a-half away, and there was a
‘barrow-load of dust in every dray after the
bricks had been taken out.

Mr. TAYLOR: Someonse else beside the con-
dractor was not playing the game.

Mr., WINSTANLEY: That may be. It
only goes to show that somebody else can be
got at. I know that this occurred, because
I was one who had to suffer through that
kind of thing. The same type of work has
been done over and over again. 1 have
known people contracting for work who,
when the inspector has turned his back,
have dumped big lumps of rock into the con-
«crete foundations of the building and covered
them over before the inspector came back.
If work 1is scarce, contractors cut prices
down to the very bone and make their profit
by scamping the work and by extras. Con-
tractors put their heads together and fix their
prices before submitting tenders when work
1s plentiful. Many of them do that kind of
thing.

There is also this aspect of the question to
be considered—that, when work is done by
the Government under the day-labour system,
there is no inducement for anybody to slum
his work and the Government get a good
substantial Job done. A good many of the
statements that are made from time to time
about workmen not doing a fair thing are
not true. I know there are some contractors
who, when they got a job and pav day
wages, want the last ounce of cnergy and
the last drop of blood out of the men before
they get away from the job at night. That
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is not fair to the men any more than it is
fair to the people. It has been pointed out
already what the coniractors in the first place
did for the Metropoiitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board.

Reference has been made to the question
of whether public works should be built out
of loan or out of revenue. In days gone by,
although the bulk of the public works were
supposed to be built out of loan. when there
vsas any idea that there was going to be a
surplus which would have to go to the
Public Debt Reduction Fund, certain public
works were built out of revenue inztead of
out of loan. That happened on more than
two occasions, It was not that the Govern-
ment wanted to pay for those works out of
reventue, but because ther did not want the
sEl‘u'p(lﬂus to go to to the Public Debt Reduction

und.

The hon. member for Murilla made the
most illogical spcech of any member on the
other side of the House, for the simple
reason that on the one hand he condemned
tiie Government for the money they were
spending on public works and on the other
hand he condemned them because they were
not spending sufficient, That hon. member
had something to say about the completion
of the Treasury block at the corner of Queen
and George streets. If the Government do
uot set a good example in connection with
the architecture of the buildings in the capital
city in which all the administrative build-
ings are located, I do not know who is going
to do it. I am one of those who think that
the architecture of a city has a great
influence on the people who live in the city
arid on those who visit the city. It strikes me
that in days gone by the architects who
designed a great many of our public build-
ings were anything but what they should have
been. Anyone who looks at the court-houses
and other public buildings, particularly out-
side Brisbane. would imagine that he was in
Holland and not in a tropical country. Look
at the buildings in the country districts in
Queensland; they are solid, squat, square
buildings, with no pretence at architecture
about them. They are stupidly solid and there
1s nothing elevating, nothing uplifting, and
nothing inspiring about them. John Ruskin,
who was an authority on this subject, said
that he would prefer to live in a cottage and
have Warwick Castle to wonder at than live
in Warwick Castle and have nothing to
wonder at. The influence which fine archi-
tecture and splendid public buildings has
on the minds of the people who live near
them and see them occasionally is perkaps
more than we imagine, I am sure that
anvbody who walks along a street like
Collins street, in Melbourne, and look:z at
the fine buildings in that street cannot but
be influenced to some extent and uplifted
and inspired by the splendid architecture of
some of those buildings. You would think
they were cathedrals in the first instance,
but, when you come to look at them. you
find they are mercantile houses, insurance
buildings, or something of that sort, It is
a very fine thing for the Government, if they
can manage it, to put up decent public build-
ings in the capital city. One must also
remember that these buildings are being
put up not merely for ornament, but that
there is a utility side to them. It is ar
infinitely better thing for the Government to
have buildings of their own than to be
renting buildings ali over the place. The

Mr. Winstanley.}
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Government are to be commended for com-

pleting the Treasury Buildings block at the
corner of Queen and George streets.

Mr, KELSOo: Do you blame the Tortes for
the old style of buildings that you complain
oi?

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Whom else can I
blame? They put them up.

Mr. Krrso: Did they not have architects
in those days?

Mr, WINSTANLEY : They controlled the
Department of Public Works,

Mr. Krrso: They did not instruct the
officers as to what sort of architecture they
desired.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : If they did not do
it, they should have done it. The Govern-
ment are not doing their duty if they do not
instruct the officers of the department as to
what kind of buildings they want.

Mr. Kerso: I do not think members of
the Government claim to be architects.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The Government
ought to secure all the land in George street
and William street from Parliament House
10 Queen street, so that the public buildings
may be concentrated in one part of the city.
If this were done, it would be of considerable
advantage from an architectural point of
view, and would be much more convenient to
the public. The Department of Public Works
is to be commended for the work it has done,
and I want to give my meed of praise for the
courtesy and consideration which all the
officers of the department have extended to
me whenever I have gone to them. While
they have not given me all I have asked for,
the probability is ther have given me just
about my share considering all the other
demands made upon them.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): 1 rertainly
think that the Department of Public Works
has done very excellent work in connection
with the works carried out by that depart-
ment for a number of years past. I do not
know where the buildings referred to by the
hon. member for Queenton are to be found.
We have only io take the Parliamentary
Beilding. the Executive Building. the Trea-
sury Buildings, and the Insurance Building;
these buildings are a credit to the men who
designed them and to the men who carried
out the work. I do not care whether you go
to Collins street, Melbourne, or any other
streat, you will see no better buildings than
are to be found in Brisbane. If you go to
Sydney, you will find the buildings there
with stucco stuck on top of them, and this
is a refuge for all the pigeons in Sydney.
You find the public buildings down there
covered from top to bottom with the excreta
of birds. Take the Insurance Building here.
Theve is no refuge on that building for a
sparrow, and a very beautiful building it is.
it is the same with most of our public
buildings in Queensland. 1 certainlvy think
ihev are a credit to the men who designed
there and the men who carried out the work.
Collins street, Melbourne, cannot teach us
very much in connection with public build-
ings. Most of the buildings there are only
Lrick coated with plaster, but here we have
some very excellent structures of freestone—
stone of a character of which Queensiand has
every reason to be proud.

The SrcreTaRYy For PusLic Works: The
Executive Buildings will compare favourably
with anything in Australia.

[Mr. Winstanley.
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Mr. TAYLOR : And there is no Parliament
House in Australia cqual to the Queensiand
Parliament House, both as to convenience
and everything else associated with it.

Reference has been made dquring the course
of this debate to the amount spent on build-
ings in the city of Brisbane and the amount
spent on buildings in the country. T claim
that I have as much desire as any member
in this Chamber to sec tnat country interests
get a falr deal and a square “ go.” In the
report of the Depariment of Public Works
for the past year 1t is stated that £84,000 was
spent on school buildings in the country and
about £11,000 or £12,000 on school buildings
in the city. Surely in the face of those
figures country hon, members cannot say
that all the money is being spent in the city.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIc WoRkS: As we
want new schools in the country they have
to be built.

Mr., TAYLOR: It is not a fair thing for
hon. members to get up in this Chamber and
say that everything is done for Queen street
and the city. No matter what Government
was in power it would be committing politi-
cal suieide if it ignored the country interests-
and neglected the building of schools
urgently required in the country. In my
electorate there are two beautiful State
schools, and we only had £50 spent on them
last year, so that no one can say that the
Windsor electorate gets a large amount of
money in connection with the expenditure
on schools. The report of the Department
of Public Works contains a list showing the
amount of money which has been spent in
the country and in Brisbane respectively on
public buildings. While there has been con-
siderably more spent in Brisbane on public
buildings, anyone who reads the report
impartially cannot but admit that the coun-
try has had its fair share of expenditure,
especially when you realise that quite a lof
of the expenditure which has been incurred
in the city of Brisbane is in the country
interests. ~What are the Hamilton Cold
Stores for? I have nothing to put in them.
1 have an ice chest at home for butter and
milk. The Hamilton Cold Stores_are no¥
built specially for the people of Brisbane.
They are built for the primary producers of
Queensland in crder that the perishable pro-
ducts which they are sending to Brisbane
may be stored there and brought out when
the markets are favourable, or wailt until
the time arrives when they can be put om
board a ship and taken overseas to be sold.
I do not think the country districts have
much to complain of in regard to unfair
treatment either under this Government or
previous Governments.

The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: No
CGovernment would do_an injustice to any
section of the community.

\Mr. TAVLOR: On going through the
renort I find that there are several branches
nnder the control of the Department of
Public Works. I would like to get some
information from the Minister when he
replies in connection with a question which
was asked by the hon. member for Cooroora
a few days ago with regard to the Unem-
plovinent Insurance Fund. The Minister
renlied that the employers have contributed
£33,701 3s. 8d.. the employees £33,701 3s.
8d.. and the State £15,000. Section 5, sub-
section (1), of the Aect provides—

“ A contribution shall be made in each
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vear to the fund out of moneys provided

by Parliament for the purpose, and the

sums to be contributed in any year

shall be paid in such manner and at such

times as the Minister may determine.”
Bubsection (8) states—

“Save as is hereinafter provided the
total ef the contributions to be made
by workers and the total of the contri-
butions to be made by employers and
the total contributions by the State shall
be of equal amount, so that workers,
employers, and the State shall each con-
tribute one-third part of the fund.”’

As 1 have said, the employers have con-
tributed £33.700, the employees £33,700, and
the State £15,000, but I do not see any
provision for payment of the extra amount
which is required to make the State’s con-

tribution the same as that of the other
contributors.

The SecrRETARY FOR PrBLIc Works: That
will be provided in the Supplementary
Estimates.

Myr. TAYLOR: Thank you. The report

.of the department states—

“The building programme during the
vear has been of the heaviest during
the history of the department. Opera-
tions were hampered considerably owing
to difficulty in  procuring building
materials, and to the acute shortage of
skilled labour oceasioned by the heavy
demands of private builders engaged on
outside works.”

1 take it that that is a fairly healthy con-
dition of affairs, and it is not peculiar to
Queensland, as I understand that the same
difficulty probably is being experienced in
most of the large cities of the Common-
wealth. However, 1t is pleasing to know
that conditions have improved somewhat of
late, and that the delay which has occurred
through the conditions referred to will be
obviated to a very large extent in the
future.

There is a reference in the report to
maternity wards at country hospitals and
baby clinics, which commend themselves to
evervone in this Chamber. This is work
which should have been carried out quite a
fong time ago. However, it is satisfactory
to know that at this particular time the
need for the erection of these buildings has
been recognised and the work is being carried
out.

I wish to refer to the Workers’ Dwellings
Branch. The people of this State are io
be congratulated on the wonderful success
of the Workers’ Dwellings Act. The report
issued by the State Advances Corporation.
which is under the control of the Depart-
ment of Public Works. gives some remark-
able figures in regard to the working of the
Act. It states that the Act was introduced
in 1910. The value of buildings approved
to 30th June, 1923. was £3.264,619. The
total advances to the same date amounted
to £2,796.955. The total assistance asked for
in the 1,121 applications dealt with during
the year amounted to £559,393, and approval
was given to 754 applications, amounting to
£350.865. Only six applications were refused,
and 106 wero withdrawn, leaving 255 appli-
cations awaiting consideration. The total
applications received for the year, 1,121,
were considerably more than for any period
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sinee 1916-1917. The average amount applied
for was £499, and the average percentage
approved was 67.26 per cent. The total
instalments paid during the year amounted

to £284,634. As I have said. the total
amount advanced since the inception of
the Workers® Dwellings Act amounts to

£2.796.955, and the security value of these
dwellings amounts to £4,014.091. The total
indebtedness of borrowers at the end of the
last financial vear amounted to £1.352.459
in respect of 5,337 dwellings. The interest
arrears—and this is the point I wish to draw
special attention to—at the end of the year
only amounted to £409. By 3lst August last,
further amounts had been received. reducing
the arrears to £56, showing a very healthy
state of affairs.

The SecReTsRY FOR PUsLic WoORks: Very
satisfactory. In connection with the War
Service Homes in Queensland there is a
deficiency of £16,000.

Mr. TAVLOR: At 30th June. 1923. the
combined amount of arrears for interest and
redemption in connection with this large
amount of money amounted to £2.29C, and
by 3ist August last payments had been

made which reduced the amouni to
£356. Houses to the number of 9.05f have

been completed since the Board commenced
operations in 1910. and up to 30th June
Iast only 281 had been taken possession of.
Of these only two were taken possession of
in the last financial year. Of the total
numher of foreclosures seventy-four were
realised without loss, and there were only
thirteen dwellings at the close of 1922, and
at the present time only twelve in possession
of the department. From the inception of
the Workers’ Dwellings Board in 1910 up
to the close of 1919 the losses written off
amounted to £476. of which amount £446
was the result of the flood and cyclone in
Rockhampton in 1918. The report furnishes
a very interesting comparison of the
increased cost of building since 1910, The
total number of completed houses since the
Act came into operation is 9.055. The total
number of houses which have been paid off
is 3.796. or nearly 300 a vear. and the total
number in course of payment is 5.258.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: As a
matter of fact. the average time taken to
pay off the indebtedness is only twelve and
a-half years.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is very gratifving to
know that the Act has proved so beneficial
in the interests of the workers of Queens-
land. Several other reports come along to
us of the work of the department. 'There is
one from the Chief Inspector of Macbmer.,v
and Scaffolding. Mr. Henderson. which is

another most satisfactory account

[5 pm.] of the sear’s work. It shows

that very close supervision is
being exercised over machinery and scaffold-
ing, as is proved by the very small number
of aceidents which have taken place. Ti 1s
pointed out that in some instances those
accidents are due—I would not say to care-
lessness or neglect—but to the fact. perhaps,
that the men have become so accustomed to
their work that they do not take the precau-
tions which they should take, and as a
result accidents happen.

Then we have the report of the Chief
Inspector of Factories and Shops. which
covers the whole of Queensland. and the
report on the operations of the Workers’

Mr. Taylor.]
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Accommodation Act, which affects particu-
larly the sheavers in the West and the
sugar-workers, It Is pleasing to know that
the reports, by and Jarge, go to show that
those who have to comply with the Act are
with very few exceptions doing their utmoss
to see that it is carried out fairly and well.
There are cases where leniency has to be
shown,  and where it can be demonstrated
that leniency is necessary 1t 1s being
extended.

1 am not going to ge’ on to the quesiion
of day labour, except to say that there is no
reason why <day labour should not be as
good as contract labour. The whole thing
rests on the adminisiration and supervision.

GovERsMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR: The whole thing rests
entirely there, and, provided proper super-
vision is exercised, there is no doubt what-
ever but that day labour should show a
saving in the carrying out of public works.

Lately a Stato Stores Board has been
brought into existence for the purpose of
purchasing material necessary for the various
Government departments. If the men who
are running that Board in the interests of
the Department of Public Works, the Home
Department, and other departments know
their business and do their work, they can
save this State in the purchase of material—
not thousands of pounds but tens of thousands
of pounds annually. There is a tremendous
amount of good to be done by the operations
of that activity if the men who are appointed
know their business and are allowed to carry
it out. I always say, when you find vou
have a good man, let him alone. He will
work it out all right.

The SecRETARY For PursrLic WORES: You
want a man with plenty of initiative and
not too much referendum.

Mr. TAYLOR: That is so. TLet the
members of the Board have their heads and
I am satisfied that the saving to the State
in the course of a year will amount to tens
of thousands of pounds.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon., W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): Some
hon. mewmbers have asked for information.
and there are points in the speeches of
others to which I would like to reply. The
first matter of which I would like to make
mention is the complaint of some hon.
members about the disparity which they
allege exists between the attention given to
the towns and that bestowed upon the
country, T agree with the leader of the
Opposition that to take up that attitude
of mind is to show very litlle discernment
or sense of equity. because, after all is said
and done, it is the duty of every Govern-
ment to see to it that the people in the
various parts of the State are catered for
with regard to education and other require-
ments which are filled by the Government.
The speeches of the hon. member for Mirani
and the hon. member for Nanango would
lead one to believe that everything was done
in Brisbane and nothing in the country.

Mr. Swayxe: I did not say that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The facts ave that of thirty-one school build-
ings which have been erected during the
vear or which are in tha course of crection
all are in_ the country. Of the iotal,
twenty-one have been completed and ten
will be completed shortly. Of the money

IMr. Taylor.
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speni upon additions and alterations to
school buildings and cther buildings, £11,833"
has been spent in Brisbane and £84,376 in
the country. That shows that the contention
that the country is being neglected is only
a chimera of their own sordid imaginations.

The hon. member for Nundah made cer--
tain references to the building of what is
now known as the State Insurance Building.
Tt was originally erected for the Staie
(Government Savings Bank, but was taken
over by the Commonwealth Bank as a result
of the agreement between the State and the
Commonwealth Bank and then repurchased
by the State at a cost of £150,000, the
payment of which is to be made in four equal
arnual instalments, which are provided for-
in the votes of my department. The hon.
member for Nundah spoke with all the airy
assurance of those who lack wisdom and know-
ledge. Had he had wisdom, he would have
taken notice of the interjection by which E
ried to put him right and would not have
fallen into the mistakes which he made. If
“ Hansard ”’ is looked up, it will be found.
that the hon. member said first of all that,
when the figures for the foundations were
taken out the day labour estimate was Inor-
dinately high, and that contractors beat the
Gay labour staff all to pieces. The facts are
that G. A. Baumber beat the Day Labour
Department by £40 in a job which it esti-
mated to cost £6,189 14s. 9d., his tender
being £6,149. If the hon. member gets any
satisfaction out of that, he is entitled to it.
The tenders for that work ranged from
£6.149 of Mr. Baumber to £8,245 of Mr.
Thomas Keenan, and the tender of the Day
T.abour Department was the second lowest.
Now we come to the superstructure, in regard
to which the hon. member fell into grievous
crror.

Mr. Kerso: He is quite willing to admit
that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS:
He said that a deputation of master builders
waited upon Mr, Theodore, then Secretary
~r Public Works and now Premier, and
asked that the work be done by contract,
and he alleged that Mr, Theodore said that
his policy was to carry out the work by day
jabour, and by day labour it was carried cut.
Those are the statements made by the hon.
member, and, if he desires to challenge them,
I will quote them from ¢ Hansard”— 1
have merely given the effect of them. As a
matter of fact, tenders were called. The Day
Labour Department put in a secaled tender,
which was handed to Mr. Fowles, who was
at that time the Under Secretary to the
Treasurer, and was opened at the same time
as the tenders of private contractors. The
tender of the Day Labour Department was—

£107,732 for “ A’ job.
£98,503 for “B " job.

Alternative tenders were called for a building
of seven stories or eight stories respectively,
and the ecight-story building was finally
adopted. The next tender was that of James.
Mason and Sons—

£113,567 17s. 7d. for “ A7 job,

or a difference in favour of the Day Labour
Department of £5,835 17s. 7d.

The tender by the Construction Branch was
even less than that, At the time, Mr. Quinn,
the present Under Secretary, was in charge
of the Construction Branca, and he it was
who very carefully preparved the estimate
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for the Public Works Department. He went
into the thing so fully that, had the Minister
of that day decided t¢ do the work by day
labour and had cab:cs been sent to England,
the material would have been shipped
straight away, and no delay would have taken
place in the erection of the building, and,
consequently, the losses that were later on
incurred by the contractor would not have
been incurred. That is the position. The
then Under Secretary, Mr. Brady, added
5 per cent. to Mr. Quinn’s tender, making it
still £5,835 lower than the lowest tender
from a contractor. That is entirely different
from the suggestion made by the hon. mem-
ber for Nundah. The deputation that was
held was a deputation—not to the present
Premier but to the hon. member for Wynnum
—from the Master Builders’ Association, who
waited on him and asked that tenders should
be invited.

Mr. Kerso: Did I not say that?
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :

any things were said against the day labour
policy. The hon. member for Wynnum in
his reply is reported inter alia to have said—

“They had reminded him of the high
cost in New South Wales of some of the
work recently carried out in that State,
but there were no such figures available in
connection with this department. So far
as_he knew there was no such thing in
existence as the Government stroke. He
qucted a few cases to support his view.
On the new refreshmentrooms in the
Gardens, though the work had been
increased on the original plan by £200,
they had still saved £270. In the Lands
Department job the lowest tender was
£134, but they carried out the work for
£286. In the Geological Branch they
saved. £234 on a job as compared to the
lowest tender.

“ It had been said that in these works
no charge was made for the work of
officers engaged, but that was not so.
Everything was properly apportioned.

¢ Something had also been said about
work at Goodna, which was being carried
out by day labour, but they would save
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something like 4£9,000 on the job. If
they thought the specifications were noctl
adhered to, he would be glad to drive
a party of them out to inspect it.

“ It was only fair to the officers to say
that many thousands of pounds had been
saved by the system at present in force.

“One big work had been mentioned
which he would refer to. That was the
Rockhampton Technical College. The.
estimate was £12,753, and the lowest
tender £15,703, and it was expected that
fully £3,000 would be saved on those
figures.

“ At Goodna, the estimate for one ward
was £16,621 and the lowest tender £20,799,
and they expected to considerably cut
under the estimate. He promised to
fully consider their request to call tenders
for the foundations of the Savings Bank
building.”

The first interview with the hon. member for
Wynnum was in regard to the foundation.

My, Krrso: He did call for tenders?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS -
Yes. With regard to the superstructure, I
pointed out that the department’s estimate
was less than the lowest contractor’s tender
by approximately £6,000.

Mr. Kerso: There is no proof that yow
could have carried it out for that price.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The contractor has not carried the work out
at his price. Hon. members will see from
what I have quoted that the hon. member
for Nundah was all at sea.

Mr. KrLso: No.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

I endeavoured by means of interJections te
get him on the right track. The facts are
that under day labour the estimate was
£6,000 less than under the contract system.
The contract was signed on 29th April, 1915—
twentyv-three days before the general elections.
The following table shows the comparison
between the price submitted by the lowest
tenderer and the actual cost of carrying out
several works by day labour :—

Jobs, T%g&v::;' Price, Dayclf(j:sx%our, Saving.

£ s d. £ s d. £ s d

Goodna—Two new Wards, Nos, 1and 2 | G. Baumber 41,598 0 0| 32,324 9 7 9,273 10 &
Goodna—New Ward, No. 8 A, Keddie 12,876 0 0| 11,085 9 11 1,790 10 1
Rockhampton—Technical College J. Doyle 1‘5,703 0 0] 12,180 8 3,563 11 6
Rockhampton—Savings Bank J. G. Hobbs 5,975 0 0| 5595 17 379 2 5
Babinda—State Hotel W, Kerr .7,282 4 9| 13,146 12 & 4,135 12 3
Ipswich—Hospital for Insane A, Keddie 21,088 12 6 | 16,748 18 10 4,339 13 8
Totals £114,522 17 8| 91,040 17 1| 23,482 0 2

Mr. Keuso: Tenders were called in every
oase?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

es.
Mr. Kreso: Now give us some of the losses.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKXS:
A further interesting statement was made
the other dav, when the Premier officially
opencd the Johnstone River town bridge at:
Innisfail. This stecel and conecrete bridge,
costing £32,000, is one of the largest traffie

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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bridges in Australia. In the construction of
that bridge, 140 tons of steel and 360 tons of
cement were used. The greatest depth of a
pier is 72 feet. At the ceremony the chair-
man of the Shire Council, Mr. L. J. Dufty,
in asking the Premier to declare the bridge
open for traffic, stated that the bridge was
built by dayv labour at a saving of «£8,000,
as against the lowest tender received.

The hon. member for Nundah then went on
to attack the workers employed by the
‘Government. His suggestion was that the
workmen employed by the State Departments
went slow on the job, and as a result exces-
'sive costs were built up. He mentioned a
«case that he alleges occurred in connection
with certain railway construction, but he
never gave any particulars of the case. If
any hon. member has proof of such a thing
talking place in the department, and he brings
me evidence of it, I will have the fullest
possible investigation, and, if the facts are
.as alleged by the hon. member, the people
responsible will be dealt with, It is all very
well to get up in this Chamber and state a
hypothetical case that “So and so told me
that somebody told my brother-in-law’s aunt’s
sister that so and so’s nephew did so and
s0.””  That is the kind of evidence that is
put forward in this Chamber with regard to
alleged going slow on the job., The leader
of the Opposition summed up the situation
in an entirely sane and satisfactory way.
He said that day labour, under proper super-
vision and control, must at all times be satis-
factory. In that connection I wish to quote
from a statement made in the London
“ Times” by Sir William Beach Thomas,
in an article entitled “ Australia to-day -

“ At Bundaberg (Q.), where I had
stopped a day or two, 1 saw immensely
heavy crops of sugar growing in what
seemed to me a temperate zone. The
cane was being cut by an amazingly
athletic group of men who, I fancy,
along with fellow-workers on and about
this coast, have the distinction of being
the only white men in the world engaged
in this occupation. Incidentally, it may
Le worth saying that on these sugar fields,
as later in the shearing sheds beyond

Blackall (the terminus of the ‘ Turkey
~ .

Iixpress ), more effective encrgy was
being exercised, per man per minute,

than I ever saw before. Newspapers and
tallkers had succeeded in creating the
impression that, generally speaking, work
was at a standstill owing to a prevailing
habit of going slow, of striking ‘on the
job’ or off the job. It was my particular
good fortune to see work of a really
athletic or gymnastic quality, perform-
ances that might quite fitly be compared
with the forceful energy of Patterson on
the lawn tennis court. It is at least a
curious ¢omment on modern civilisation
that all the world should talk with
admiration of the game-player, and no
one at all of the shearer who was keeping
up an average of 214 sheep a day. It
recalls the comment of the great historian
Thucydides, who recorded that the vic-
torious General Brasidas was acclaimed
by the people ¢ almost as if he were an
athlete.” What a land Australia would
be, even with its tiny handful of men

and women, if those reputations of
Patterson and the shearer were re-
versed !

Sir William Beach Thomas, a visitor from

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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overseas, made those comments about the
Australian workmen and spoke of them in
the highest possible terms of praise. He
further pointed out that for services well
performed and work well done, no matter
in what sphere of industry, men are entitled
to the praise and esteem of the community.
Much better results would be obtained 1in
the community if the workmen in Ausiralia
were encouraged instead of, by innuendoes,
having slanders cast at them by the Tory
spealers in this House and the Tory IPress.
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS:
I come now to the statements made by the
hon, member for Murilla. There are various
forms of argument sometimes used in this
House and by different parties in this House,
but the Country party have become notorious
for their method of criticism of what might
be called “the lie by under-statement.”
They seize on a clause in a compound sen-
tence and quote it as if it contained all the
facts bearing on the situation., It then goes
forth to the world that so-and-so is a fact
in accordance with their quotation of a partial
statement. The hon. member for Murilla,
speaking on the report of Mr. Smith, the
manager of the State Advances Corporation,
gave this quotation from it—

““The difference between the total
amount approved and the amount actu-
ally paid is accounted for by contract
prices being less than approved esti-

mates,”’—

Then he went on to build up an argument
that a vast sum of money had been saved
by the result of carryving out the work by
centract, and the whole of that money was
a saving on the estimates of the department.
Now. there is a comma where the hon.
member left off, and the manager goes on
to say—
“ together with the amount of applica-
tions approved and not taken up and
the portion of loans not yet paid on
houses uncompleted at the close of the
financial year.”

Tt will be noticed that there is a vast differ-
ence between the whole statement and the
portion of if quoted by the hon. member for
Murilla. I contend that is a misrepresenta--
tion of the true position, and, in fact, an
endeavour to mislead the House and, through
the House, the people of the State. The
Lon. member’s statement was seized upon
by the Press and published zll over Queens-
land. The true quotation reads—

“ The difference between the total
amount approved and the amount actu-
ally paid is accounted for by contract
prices being less than approved estimates,
together with the amount of applications
approved and not taken up, and the
portion of loans not vet paid on houses
uncompleted at the close of the financial
vear.”

The two factors discarded by the hon.
member for Murilla account for the major
portion of the £500,000. For the year ended
30th June, 1923, the amount of advances
approved, but not yet paid on uncompleted
houses, amounted to £69,440, and the amount
of advances approved, but not taken up,
amounted to £70,306. This item alone. on
the same ratio per year, for the year men.
{ioned would aggregate £813.978. or double
the amount mentioned in the report, indi-
cating clearly that it was not a saving owing



Supply.

to the work being done under contract, but
from amounts approved but not taken up.
“Those are the facts of the position wnd they
are entirely different from what the hon.
raember sought to convey to this House.
The department, as pointed out hy the hon.
member for Windsor, is one which carries
cut a very useful function. We all know
that the Workers' Dsellings Department hag
‘been eminently successful. Tt has provided
a large number of good homes for the people
and will continue fo do so. The finances
.of that department are in a sound condition,
which gives me satisfaction, and 1he manage-
ment under Mr. Smith is all that can be
-desired.

The hon. member for Windsor asked for
some information with regard to the Unem-
ploved Workers’ Insurance Act. He will find
-that subsection (8) of section 5 reads—

‘“Save as is hereinafter provided the
total of the contributions to be made by
workers and the total of the contribu-
tions to be made by emplovers and the
total contributions by the State shall be
of equal amount, so that workers,
employers, and the State shall each con-
tribute one-third part of the funds.”

‘““Save as is hereinafter provided’ are the
important words to remember. Section 8
-states—

“ There is hereby appropriated out of
the Consolidaied Revenue, as and by way
of grant to the fund, the sum of £15.000
for the financial year ending the 30th
June, 1923; and the amount of such
appropriation for each and every finan-
cial year thereafter shall be determined
as prescribed.”

Hon. W. H. Barxes: What is the state of
-the fund at present?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS:
We are in receipt of an income, roughly
speaking, of £18,000 per month. The esti-
mated 1ncome for the ensuing financial year
is £250,000. That is quite satisfactory. Thas
explains the point that the hon. member for
Windsor asked for information about. The
statute provides that for the first financial
vear the Government should make a grant
of £15,000. That was done and paid into
the fund. It is still there, and since the
commencement of the financial vear the
Government have been paying their contri-
butions as provided by the Act. That covers
every relevant point raised by hon. members,
and I think T have given all the information
asked for. {(Hear, hear!)

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): Unfortunately,
-on account of some criticism offered by hon.
members on the other side of the House,
members on this side find it necessary to
make some attempt to prove that the workers
in this State have not adopted the policy of
“go slow.” It is to be regretted that some
kon. members opposite—some of them new
members—will persist in this catch-cry of
“ go slow.”

Mr. Fry: I hope that you do not include
me.

Mr. WEIR: I do not take the hon. mem-
ber too seriously. It iz unfair. in view of
the statement read by the Minister made by
a traveller in this country who was big
enough to appreciate the fact. to say that
there is anv “ go slow” in this country as
propounded by hon. members opposite. The
wory is only a bogey. What bigger reflection
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can there be on Australian citizens, and
Queenslanders particularly, than to be slan-
dered by men who happen to be in Parfia-
ment for the time being—perhaps by acci-
dent? If it were true, 1 take it that, as
members on this side of the House take
credit for being the leaders of union thought,
it would be a bigger reflection on us than on
the men themselves. The charge is not onty
untrue, but if there is one State in the Com-
monwealth which can throw the lie back it 1s
this State. The productivity of the workman
i this State is head and shoulders aboyve
that of any other State. Let us examine the
position and see what it means. There are
other States in the Commonwealth—New
South Wales, and, particularly recently, Tas-
mania—whose organised industries are years
ahead of the organised industries in this
State. This is du? tohtw_o gaci:cors
5.30 p.m.] —one the age of the Industry.
: P ]and the other the up-to-date
methods which their growth of population
has allowed them to adopt. Those things are
rot possible in some cases in Queensland on
acoount of our small population. In spite of
those handicaps, the authentic records of
<« Knibbs:  show that the workman of this
State is better. so far as productivity 1s
concerned, than any other workman in ‘rhS
Commonwealth—despite the ¢ stinking fish
cry of our own people.

Last vear I used these estimates and
endeavoured to prove to this House }vhat I
am trving to prove this evening. This vear
I have again gone to some consx'derab.le
trouble to frame a set of figures }vhlch will
prove that this State, far from being ruined
bv the workers. owes more to the workers
for its prosperity than to anyone else, and
that this State is taking more out of the
workers in. the matter of industry than any
other State. I have graded these figures
and have segregated the items, to make my
case clear, into raw materials. fuel and light.
wages. and then surplus. The surplus 1is
what I shall call “swag.”’ The man at the
top of the pole runs away with all thﬂe
plunder—the * swag.” Some belongs to us.
the workers, and some fo them, but they
take oo much.

"he case that T have built up is based on the
Ng.hl; issue of ¢ Knibbs’—the last that we
have. There are some later figures that are
not in this issue, but are in some form in the
Bulletin No. 92, which is. unfnrfu_natel}:_‘ not
quite as complete as ¢ Knibbs.”” Where it has
been necessary I have brought my figures up
to date by taking the No. 92 Bulletin figures.
This is to show that there is no desire on m;r
part to put up a bogus case. Rather T wanz
to prove to hon. members that they should
ctifie this ery of “go slow.”” I think there 18
not @ man in_ this House_who has ot &
whole-hearted desire to see industries 1n ’rh}s
Qtate beating industries in other States. We
Tnow what successful industry means. The
feeling amongst the people in TIarvborough
the other dav when we received the ;roqd
rews that this State had been successful in
the tender for the Tully River sugar-mill was
remarkable. Over night it made hu.ndre(_{s
of our people happy for the first time 1n
many months. They had been without atgy
prosbeet of work, and now they have confi-
dence that their job is going to last for a
couple of years. I think that we a:ll take a
lkeen interest in wishing that our industries
chould do well.

Mr. Weir.]
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I am making my case, first of all, on what
industry owes to the Queensland worker as
against what it pays; secondly, on what it
pays to the worker.

On. page 403 of the Commonwealth ¢ Official
Year Book,” talking now of maximum out-
put, or—a hetter term—total production, the
toral producticn per head in the different
States worked out—

£
New South Wales ... ... 951
Queensland ... 921
Victoria .. ... 153

showing that the hig.hest figure was in New
South Wales, which was £30 above Queens-
jand, but approximately £200 higher than

any other State. The remainder of the
States show-—
£
South Australia ... 135
Tasmania ... 699
Western Australia ... .. €12

I do not propose to weary the House by
quoting a series of figures; I shall merely
give the essentials. The latest issue of the
Bulletin—No. 92—brings those figures up to
date. I have used it and worked down the
figures, proving thai Queensland has gone
to the head of the poll, right out of sight,
instead of being second. The figures show
Queensland £954, followed by New South
Wales with £892. This shows that all the
time our progress is due to the worker. In
the last issue of the * Official Year Book “
we were second, and now we stand head and
shoulders above any other State.

In my opinion, the total cutput iz not the
best ground for comparison—it is beiter to
take wvroductivity or cost production. But
I made the previous comparison at the out-
set to show that our workers are returning
a fair thing.

Further on we see in the growth of total
cutput over these two periods that Queens-
land has grown by £127 per man, the next
State being Western Australia with £106,
and so on until we reach Viectoria with only
£10. This shows that all the time we are
more than holding our own. Proceeding,
and dealing with production, we find that
on page 405 of the “ Official Year Book
there 18 a note of special interest, which I
shall read to show the opinion ¢ Knibbs »
has on the figures I have given—

. “Value of Produetion of Manufactur-
ing Industries.—The difference between
the figures given in paragraph 5 and the
corresponding figures in paragraph
represents the amount added to the value
of the raw materials by the process of
manufacture. This is the real measure
of the value of production of manufac-
turing industries.”’
It is really the added value that I am trving
to give. The next production value shows
Queensland with £364 per man, compared
with New South Wales with £322 per man,
Vietoria with £289 per man, and so on down
to South Australia with £262 per man. At
that time we were considerably ahead. We
are still growing, and are still beating other
States on the productivity basis. The growth
has been £44 per man in this State as
against the next State, Western Australia,
with £42, and so on to a growth of £8 per
man in South Australia.

I contend, and I think rightly, that I can
very well pass on from those figures, having
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proved, as I set out to do. that the produc-
tivity of the man is better in Queensland
than in any other State.

I am going to give further figures to show
that the working man is putting in better
service in Queensland. and also to show that
the man on top is still getting a much larger
chop out of the “ swag” than he should.

I am now going to compare the cost of
production with the value of output. Raw
materials are lower in this State than in:
any other State except Western Australia.
The cost of fuel and light are less in Queens-
lard than in any other State.

At 5.35 p.m.,,

Mr. DuxsTaN (Gympic), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair--
man in the chair.

Mr. WEIR: On the other hand, unfortu-
nately, we find our wages are the lowest of
all the States based on the productien of

ibe man. While the other essentials, raw
materials, fuel, and light read—
Per cent
Queensland ... 60.51
New South Wales ... 66.05

and so on, with Western Australia 58.35,
the lowest. Wages are as follows:—

Per cent..
Queensland ... 16.89
New South Wales ... 18.59
Victoria . 20.17
and so on, up to Western Aus-
tralia with ... 25.09

These figures show we are not the highesi:
by any means. Fuel and light figures show—

Per cent.
Queensland 1.93
Victoria 2.06
Tasmania 2.17

and so on, up to South Aus-
iralia, the highest, with ... ... 3.15

Those factors have a material effect on the
cost of production, and I contend that we:
are not having a fair deal in Australia.
Dealing with the distribution of the:
“swag,” the position is reversed. Queens-
land being the highest with a total of—
20.67 per cent.,
Tasmania being next with—
17.93 per cent.,
down to Scuth Australia with—
10.79 per cent,

In other words, we are the highest on the-
scale so far as ‘‘swag” is concerned,
although our productivity is the highest and
cur wages value less than any other State in:
the Commonwealth, Bulletin No. 92 some-
what alters that, but the ratio is practically
the same. I mention the ‘‘swag’ question,
and sav that the “swag’” is virtualiy the-
rake-off. I know that there are such ques-
tions as interest on capital, but that applies
in every other State as much as it does in
Queensland.

In the case of the “swag,”” we find that
of the total output the captains of industry-
take for their share—

Per cent.
Queensland .. 20.67
Tasmania 17.93
Victoria 16.08
Western Australia 14.17
New Seuth Wales 12.70
South Australia 10.79
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In South Australia a very well-organised
State, the “swag’” was only 10.79 of the
total output, whilst in this State, where the
productivity is highest, the rake-off to the
employers was 20.67 per cent. That is not
a fair thing. If our men are showing better
results than the men in the other States, we
claim that they are entitled at least to the
same percentage of wages based on the total
output as is received in the other States.
This is the only instance where we do not
show to advantage. It might be said that the
cost of buildings, machinery, and so forth
has to be taken into consideration. I have
looked at the thing fairly from all angles,
and I can say, in ratio, the cost of buildings
and material is precisely the same in all the
States. There is not a great deal of differ-
ence. In almost every case the output repre-
sents, approximately, two and a-half times
the value of the plant and buildings
annually.

Page 15 of Bulletin No. 92 shows the

gercentage of wages to added value. The
jgures are—
Per cent.
New South Wale, ... 5281
Victoria ... 5196
Queensland .. ... 46.49
South Australia 54.41
Western Australia 65.08
Tasmania .. 53.42

On the total cost of production, the men
doing the hard work in this State get the
least in the Commonwealth.

Let us go further, and see how the argu-
went is borne out. Those figures show, if
they show anything, that it is an insult—it
18 not a fair thing, to say the least of it—
for hon. members opposite to carp about
the ‘“go slow” policy. The figures them-
selves belie that, and in decency we ought
to stop it. The next point'I want to prove
is that industry can carry more responsi-
bility, and should carry more responsibility.

Let us see what industry pays to the
workers for services rendered. In a table on
page 397 of the * Official Year Book,” the
Commonwealth average for wages is £169
per head. The amounts paid in the various
States are—

Per he,;éa.d.
New South Wales 182
Western Australia 173
South Australia 167
Queensland 161
Victoria 159
Tasmania . ... 151
Queensland pays £8 per man engaged in
industry less than ~the Commonwealth
average. Only two States pay a smaller per-

centage to the man who does the work. If
we take the cutput into consideration, we
should in decency be at the top of the poll,
but we are not. We are more than half-way

down. Bulletin No. 92 shows a bigger dis-
parity—
Per head.
£
New South Wales 186
Western Australia 192
South Australia 178
Queensland 177
Victoria 173
Tasmania 157

We are next to the two bottom ones in this
sgale, although we are still producing higher.
That is not the only issue, because if we take
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up the figures again, we see that on page
860 there 1s a table which shows the effective
wage. The effective wage, and not the nominal
wage, is the best basis for argument. The
nominal wage does not matter. The effective
wage in this State is the highest according
to the present record, but that is not due to
the fact that industry has attempted to do
the decent thing. It is due to the fact_that
a sympathetic Government have manipulated
or handled the other side of the argument—
that is, the food side. If it had not been
for the interest we have shown in this State
in handling the cost of foodstuffs, our posi-
tion would be, in ratio, worse than it is
to-day. I am prepared to admit that the
effective wage looks better on paper than it
is in the other States; but this is due to the
efforts of this Government, and not to indus-
try. What is more, I say the men areg
entitled to still more. I am saying industry
can pay still more. No matter what the
Government do in shortening the price of
foodstuffs, industry should ecarry its due
responsibility. To show that there is a
surplus, you find in the last schedule to the
report of the Commissioner of Taxation for
this year a statement which shows that manu-
facturing industries in this State—private
concerns and  companies—are yielding,
approximately, £250,000 in taxation. In my
own opinion, that money should not be there
in the form of taxation; it rightly belongs
to the men in the industry. I am contend-
ing that, according to the figures, a rise of
1 per cent. on the total output means about
5 per cent. increase in the wages of the men.
We have figures showing that if we got
down to where the other States are in the
matter of ‘“ swag,” we could give a big per-
centage off the “swag’ to the men, and
every 1 per cent. we cut off means 5 per
cent. increase in the wages. We are entitled
to a better percentage than we are getting,
and we can build up a good case by com-
paring what the other States are doing with
what woe are doing ourselves,

I have prepared quite a Ilong table, which
I do not propose to inflict on the House,
but in preparing this table, I have taken
the order as per table on page 404 of the
¢ Official Year Book, No. 15.”” In this table
we find in No. 1 class of industry 9.4 per
cent. of the output goes to the employer, and
4.2 per cent. goes to the employee. In one
case we find 48 per cent. of the total output
goes to the employer, and 27 per cent. to
the employee. I shall take flour-mills and
sawmills as & case in point to bring the figures
down to something definite. Everybody in
this House knows that the captains of industry
associated with flour-mills and sawmills are
fairly rich men—men in the main who make a
good lot of money out of the industry. Their
industry is a fair mark to take to prove that
iy contention is right, and in the ¢ Official
Year Book” we find a table re sawmills, on
page 413, which shows—

£852,288
1,533,933

Total ... £2,386,221 7

Total output value, £2,971,079, or in round
figures an output of £3,000,000 for a wages
bill of £852,288. As against that, aithough
the wages bill is a little over £750,000, we
find the “swag ”’ to the captains of industry
runs into £500,000. These men have nos
nearly the interest or the risks that the men
have, yet in this one industry they draw

My, Weir.)

“ Wages, plus fuel and light
Raw materials
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£500,000 from the workers, while the men
themselves only draw a little over £750,000
in wages. That shows that my case is sound.
The same thing applies if you take flour-
mills—page 422. In conclusion, I want to
state that any statement or any suggestion
that the men in this State are not acting
fairly or are ‘ going slow’ is a dastardly
outrage, and an insult to the men.

At 5.48 p.m.,
The CHAIRMAN
resumed the chair.
Mr. FRY (Kwrilpa): I do not think any
hen. member on this side of the House would
say anything disparaging the Australian
worker. The Australian workman has no
superior in the world, and the Queensland
workman is equal to the best. That is the
general opinion of members of the Opposi-
tion, and I have not heard any member of
the Opposition refer to their own kith and
kin in any other language, but for political
purposes we have members on the Govern-
ment side twisting our statements in order to

get some paltry political advantage.

Mr. WEIR: You were out of the Chamber
when I was speaking.

Mr. FRY: I was not. I heard what was
said, and I am not going to sit down quietly
when statements such as that are made.
Being Australian-born myself, I always stand
up for Australians.

A GOVERNMENT MEwBER: There are more
members who are Australian-born on this
side than on your side.

Mr. FRY : As a matter of fact, the majority
of the party to which I belong are Australian-
born. I believe in going where the best
quality is. I say that industry has a duty to
its emplovees, and a first charge upon it
should be wages. Then there are other charges.
The capital invested should receive a fair
return of interest. When the State advances
money. an interest of 54 per cent. or 6 per
cent.-—or 10 per cent. in the case of farmers
who cannot meet their liabilities—is imposed.
Then there are overhead expenses, stationery,
rates, taxes, and so on, all of which have to
be made out of the industry. I contend that
the whole thing depends upon organisation
and supervision. The Australian workman is
equal to the best in any other part of the
world, but, unfortunately, the organisation
and supervision under Government control are
not always as efficient as they should be. I
can say that from experience.

Mr. Dasu: What experience?

Mr. FRY : Let me give a case in point as
to organisation. Would the military machine
be what it is to-day if it was not for efficient
organisation ?

Mr. WEIR: What about the War Service
Homes? Is not that a military machine?

Mr. FRY: What about the Soldier Settle-
ments? That was not a military machine—
it was the civilian element which dealt with
that. The efficiency in the world to-daw
depends upon organisation of industrv. The
efficiency of Parliament itself depends upon
proper control. If firm control is taken
away from an organisation, what happens?
The same spirit which permeates the heads
of an undertaking will go through the rank
and file, not because the rank and file are
inclined to weaken, but the spirit is catching.
We shall get slackers, even in regard to a
Minister of the Crown. When he is not
efficient and up to his job and does not super-
vise his department properly, the effect is

[Mr. Welr,
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felt by all the staff. The hon. member for
Nundah has contended that the lack of
organisation in Government enterprises is due
to incfficient control. Take the public ser-
vice, for instance. One man will get more
efficient work done in his department. than
another man, because he is more fitted to
supervise and organise than the other. In
cennection with State erterprises and the
control of State departments, all depends
upon the organising and supervising ability
of those who are in charge of the work which
is being done., In contract work and day
labour the workmen are the same and the
reaterial is the same, the only difference being
in connection with the organisation. One
man may organise and do the work economic-
ally while another will do it at a much
greater cost. There is no suggestion on the
part of hon. members on this side that the
Australian does not rank amongst the highest
workers in the world. The Australian i1s an
industrious man. If he was not industrious,
he would not be so desirous of acquiring his
own home and conducting his affairs to the
best advantage. If you put the Australian
down in any part of the world, it will not
be long before he is thinking for himself,
and finding a way to improve his position
and get to the goal he desires. It is useless
for politicians to try and make political
capital out of a matter of that sort. The
thing is so obvious that such endeavours can
only come from men who are very crude in
their ideas.

I want to say a little on behalf of my own
electorate. We have discussed the question
of dayv labour versus contract to a dead finish,
and have arrived nowhere. While the Min-
ister has given cases where day labour perhaps
has been cheaper than contract work, we
have on the other hand cases where contract
work has been cheaper than day labour. One
important fact is” that, when hon. members
opposite have wanted work done for them-
selves thev have called for tenders. In the
last Parliament we listened for twenty
minutes to a Government supporter telling
us about the virtues of day labour, yet we
know that he has employed contractors to
get work done for himself. The hon. member
concerned said that contract is all right for
private work but that it is no good for public
work.

I wish to refer to the infant school in my
electorate, to which an extension of 21 feet
has been added, but it is inadequate and will
not meet the situation. I have previously
pointed out that the present structure is not
suitable, and that it should be pulled down
and a model school built in place of it which
would last for many years to come, What is
the good of patching the present structure by
putting on a piece here and there, when
eventually it will have to come down and a
new school be built in its place? Why should
we walt another five or ten years, and in the
meantime spend large sums of money in
patching up the present building? If we
were dealing with a place of our own, we
would say it was useless to spend £500 this
year and £1,000 next year, when eventually
we shall have to put up a model building.
We would have plans prepared of a model
building, and treat the matter from the stand-
point of economy. If matters were viewed
from that standpoint in regard to State con-
trol, a great deal of money would be saved
in the long run. If we adopted that policy
in State affairs, in a few years we would be
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able to avoid a lot of unnecessary expendi-
ture which takes place from time to time.
If the Minister has not already given instruc-
tions to do so, I hope he will push on with the
building of a covering to the shed at the West
End State school. Different Ministers have
visited the school, and the urgent need for a
new school for girls and infants and repairs
and improvements to the sheds has been
pointed out by me. If they went there on a
rainy day, they would have to put up their
umbretlas. I would like the Minijster to go
over there on a rainy day. He then would
not hesitate about spending a few pounds for
the comfort and welfare of the children in
this direction. The roof should be attended

to immediately, if for no other

[7 p.m.]

reason than in the interests of
efficiency. It allows the wet to
come through, and, as a result, the wood-
work underneath will fall into a state of
decomposition or dilapidation. A parallel
case will bear out the point I am making,
The police station at West End was neglected
for years and the borers and white ants were
allowed to get into it. I wandered into the
police station on one occasion—occasionally
I make it my business to inspect every public
building in my electorate, whether police
station, school, or any other—and I found
in the floor a hole big enough for a man
to go through as a result of the borers getting
into it. ‘The building was empty at the time,
The white ants were also in the walls. The
repairs to that building could have been
done originally for £30, but they eventually
cost the department approximately £300.
Organisation and supervision are the key-
notes of the whole business, I suggest
therefore that the Government should pay
some attention to the school—deal with the
matter in a big way, and give us a new model
school which will be sufficient to meet require-
ments for a very long time. They have the
land there, the situation is a good one, the
population is growing, and the demand for
accommodation becomes greater every year.
The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Worgks: The
matter of repairs will be gone into very
earefully.

Mr, FRY: I thank the Minister, but I
kope that he will add that the matter will be
considered favourably as well as carefully.
I do not want to hear any statements from
hon. members opposite misrepresenting the
opinion of hon. members on this side as to
the ability and quality of the Australian
workman. Their statements are not worthy
of statesmen or men who claim to represent
the Australian public. No one believes them.
They should not emanate from the brain of
& man or men who hope to be considered as
lawmakers and controllers. Such a state-
ment i1s a libel on the Australian workers,

The SECRETARY FOR PyaLic Works: 1 am
glad to hear you castigating some of the
hon. members on your own side.

Mr. FRY: I am referring to the hon.
gentleman at the present time. (Laughter.)
If he resents the castigation, I shall not
eontinue 1t any further, because I know it is
taking effect. I do not care how he views
the matter, so long as he gives us credit
and gives himself credit for being big enough
to look at this question in a big way.

The SecRETARY FOR PUBLIC WOREKS: I am
glad you have seen the error of your ways.
Mr. FRY% I have seen the error of my
ways by ldgoking at the hon. gentleman’s,
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I am one who benefits by the experience of
the past, and, while the Minister may be
going along one road, I am going along
the road that leads to prosperity and sound-
ness and the ultimate well being of the State
and the people as a whole.

_ The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
is hope for you even yet.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): The other day
the Minister rather accused me of making
a false statement in this Chamber with
regard to certain work that had been carried
out. FHe said that the conditions of the
contract system in connection with that
work were totally different from the condi-
tions under the day-labour system. I want
to point out that he was mixing me up with
some other hon. member. On the three
occasions on which I have placed tenders
in the Department of Public Works for the
pulling down, removal, and re-erection of
schools, the conditions have been identical
with those operating in the department. I
would like the Minister to give the facts in
connection with the pulling down, removal,
and re-erection of the three particular schools
in connection with which I lodged tenders
with the department. Two of the tenders
were accepted, and the work carried out by
the tenderer. The other tender has so far
not been carried out. The work I refer to
was in connection with the North Maclagan
school, and the removal of the schools from
Cattle Gully to Wirrliegh and from Range-
more to Nutgrove. There are three definite
examples which I challenge the Minister to
reply to. Let him give the estimated cost of
the pulling down, removal, and re-erection,
and let him give the tenders put in in con-
nection with the three jobs, two of which
have been carried out. I know that there
are plenty of other examples that can be
given. I have quoted three definite examples
in connection with which I have lodged
tenders. If the department was able to select
its men, I think conditions might be very
different. The Minister knows perfectly well
that in carrying out jobs by day labour he
has to take the men as they appear on the
list. He cannot select them according to
their efficiency. You cannot expect to get
the most efficient workmen in that way.
When a private contractor picks his men he
picks those whom he is able to keep on.

The SeCRETARY FOR PuBLic WoRks: We do
not keep a man on if he cannot do the work.

Mr. MOORE: You do not keep him any
longer than you can help. The Minister
knows that, if certain men are required on
a job, he has to take the next men on the
list. He has to take them in rotation,
whether they are good or bad.

The SecRETARY FOR PTUBLIC WORKS:
are wrong there; they have to be good.

Mr. MOORE: I am perfectly certain that
the department has to take the men in
rotation. That is one difficulty that it has
to contend with. I do not know really what
the hon. member for Maryborough was trying
to prove, but he was proving that the workers
in Queensland get less than the workers in
the other States, for the amount of work that
they do.

Mr. CorLixs: Out of the total production.

Mr. MOORE: Quite so. That is just what
I am trying to get at. The Minister and
hon. members on the other side of the House
on all oocasions are asserting that Queensland

Mr. Moore.}
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is more prosperous because higher wages
are paid in Queensland than in any other
of the States.

My, Corrins: The hon. member for Mary-
borough said that the effective wage was
higher.

Mr. MOORE: The losses on the railways
have been attributed to the high costs and
wages. When it comes to the Department of
Public Works the hon. member set out to
prove that the artisans receive less wages in
Queensland than in any other State in Aus-
tralia. He cannot have it both ways, He
must accept the position one way or another.
I want to read from an article that appeared
ilgzghe Sydney * Bulletin” of 13th September,

““ Queensland, now in its ninth year of
‘ Advanced Labour’ Government, is still
the piace where the artisan gets the record
small share of the value of his output,
chiefly because the tax collector takes so
much, and a great deal of the -rest is
wasted. The factory worker is generally
on as good a wicket as anybody, and this
is what he gets out of every £100 by the
very latest figures—

Out of each | Out of each

£100 Gross | £100 Value

Value of Created by

Output. |Manufacture.
£ s d. £ s, d.
‘Western Australia . 29 19 10 65 1 7
Tasmania .. .. 25 18 7 83 8 5
Victoria. . .. .. 22 9 0 5119 2
South Australia ..l 22 5 7 54 8 4
New South Wales .. 20 3 5 52 16 2
Quesensland .. .. 17 17 10 46 9 10

‘“ Other things may come and go, but
Theodore’s mismanaged State can always
be found in the same old place—at the
foot of the wage list.”’

It seems most extraordinary that, when hon.
members opposite are endeavouring to find
out why the losses are so great in certain
industries in Queensland, they say it is
because the wages paid are higher than in
any other State; but, when they come to the
Department of Public Works to endeavour to
prove something else, they claim that the
wages are lower. The position must be
absurd one way or the other. A great deal
of the difficulty of the Department of Publio
Works lies in its adhering to the fetish of
day labour. There are facts which they can-
not help. I believe that, when a second-hand
building is pulled down and re-erected, the
men get double time under the award for
working old timber. The contractor in a
country district must therefore have a great
advantage because he does the work himself.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Works : The men
do not receive double wages, but there is an
increase to compensate them for the wear and
tear of tools in working old timber.

Mr. MAXWELL: 2s. 6d. a day.

Mr. MOORE: I was informed by one of
the officers of the department that they had
to pay double rates, and that that accounted
for the high prices that were always put in.
I would like to_give a personal experience
to show the difference betwcen day labour
and the contract system. I purchased two
ready-to-erect cottages in Brisbane—I do not
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want to give an advertisement to the firm by
mentioning names. They were exactly of the
same value, and were erected within 15 miles
of each other. One I had erected under con-
tract for £50, and I decided to get the remain-
ing one erected by two local men, who said
that they could de it just as cheap. The
contract one cost £50, and the other one cost
L1715,

The SecrETARY FOor Prrric Works: You
were unfortunate in the men you sclected.

Mr. MOORE: They were good workers,
but they did not have the same incentive
to work as the other man. The man who
had the contract went up from Brisbane and
erected the house in about three weeks, but
the other men took nine weeks. It is exactly
the same with the Department of Public
Works and the private individual. There
is not the same incentive to the man working
on day labour. That is where the difference
comes in. The workmanship was just as
good in one case as it was in the other. The
Secretary for Public Works will recognise
that, if these men are being paid by the
day and they get the same whether they
work twice as hard as the other man or not,
ihey are not likely to put the same vim into
their work as they would if contracting for
the job. Everyone will recognise that. Even
the judge of the Arbitration Court said that
piecework was 20 per cent. more efficient
than day work. A man will not put his
best work into the job unless he has a chance
to make more than the other man. Further,
the contractor selects his men and can keep
them in continuous work, therefore he gets
the pick of the men available.

Mr. Coruins: What becomes of the other
men?

Mr. MOORE: They go to the Department;
of Public Works. (Opposition laughter.)
They go to the Labour Bureau and are taken
in rotation as their names appear on the
list. That is one of the reasons why the
department is handicapped. 1 am confident,
by reason of my experience—I have not
had any experience with large buildings in
Brisbane, but I have had considerable experi-
ence with residences and schools outside—
that the contract system in the country is
ever so much more economical and efficient
than day labour. The delay that occurs in
connection with the Department of Publie
Works when it is constructing buildings in
the country must also be recognised. Occa-
sionally wrong timber is sent up. Time
after time I have seen delays occur and men
have become disgusted because the wrong
timber has been sent along.

Th SecreTaRY FOR Pusric Works: Can
you give me a concrete case of that descrip-
tion?

Mr. MOORE: Yes, Muldu school.

Mr. Grepsox: That was four years ago.

Mr. MOORE Five hundred feet of timber
for the ceiling arrived first and the job
was hung up waiting for the other essential
timber. The hon. member for Ipswich inter-
jected to the effect that this was four years
ago. I do not see what that has got to do with
the case. The Secretarv for Public Works
asked me for a concrete case and I have
given him one. It docs not matter if it
occurred ten vears ago. I cannot go round
the district to see whether these things are
occurring, but I have given one case which
actually took place. Where the department



Supply.

‘has several jobs going on in the same dis-
trict it is all right, but that does not usually
happen, and the men have to wait about for
material. All that means delay and expense.
If a contractor was carrving out such work.
he would sce that everrthing was on the
spot and that delay did not cocur, thereby
weking the job miore econsmical and effi-
cient. I consider that it is a mistake to
%ave two departments running ono depart-
qment. The Department of Education should
carry out its own department entirely and
have nothing to do with the Department of
Public Works. Hach should expend its own
‘money. The Secretary for Public Works
would not at all appreciate the position if
he had to go to another department and
ask for any expenditure that he thought
necessary. e would put his foot down and
say, ‘I have to spend the money, therefore
1 am the best fitted to judge how it should
be spent.” Where you have dual control.
as at present, it is unsatisfactory to both
departments. I do not desire to delay the
Committee any more on this subject.

I understand that the Minister has given
instructions that certain small repairs are
to be carried out by local labour. I trust
these instructions are going to be carried out,
because the most absurd conditions have pre-
vailed in the past in some cases, and the hon.
genileman must recognise that the present
Syeiem is a wasteful and inefficient method
of carrying out small repairs. I would like
to see the Secretary for Public Instruction
conirolling his own vote. and then we could
speak more plainly to him when things go
wrong. At the present time we are some-
what diffident about complaining fo the Sec-
retary for Public Works, because half the
blame rests with the Secretary for Public
Instruction. We want to blame the right
individual. All sorts of estimates can be
produeed to show the work was done under
‘the estimate. 1f the department that malkes
sthe estimate carries out the work, you have
no guide, especially if an estimate is not made
by somebody else.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC WORKS: The
cases I gave this afternoon covered cases
.only where tenders had been called.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman could
pick out the favourable cases. In some cases
when it was found that work which was being
-carried out by day labour was going to cost
more than the estimate, less work was done
than was intended in the first place, That
‘has been done in order to cut down the cost.
I trust the Minister is not going to be obsessed
with the idea that no good can be done by
any class of labour except day labour.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic WorkS: I have
pever taken up the attitude that ‘‘ No good
‘thing can come out of Nazareth.”

Mr. MOORE: If evidence is put before the
hon. gentleman, he is disinclined to accept
4hat evidence. If it is proved that work can
Le done by local people at less than half the
estimate of the Department of Public Works,
it is up to the Minister to accept the tender
of the local people, supervise the work, and
see that it is carried out properly. We have
not sufficient money in Queensland to waste
any.

The SECRETARY FOR
money is wasted.

Mr. MOORE: Of course, if the policy of
the Government is to keep a certain number
‘of men employed and then to say the money

Pusric Works: No
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is not wasted, they will do so, but I want the
Minister to sce that the work is carried out
in the cheapest and most efficient way.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba) : The Minister
knows perfectly well that the department is
not doing a fair thing, yet he is in the
unhappy position of having to justify the
stand the department takes up. There is no
building being erected in the country to-day
that could not he constructed by the people in
the country at a much lower price with the
men working at award rates. They would be
working under an award just as much as the
men working for the Government. The work
would be passed by an inspector of the depart-
ment, and the work would have to be as good
as the work done by the men employed by the
department. Then, again, it is only right
that the work should be decentralised. The
carpenters in Nambour should do the work
required there, and we should not bring men
from Brisbane to do that work. We know
that theoretically this rule is supposed to be
acted on, but in practice it is not. I do not
think the Minister will claim that it is done,
although the department is supposed to do it.
I want to stress the point that, while the two
departments are doing the same work, there
will never be any satisfaction. The Secretary
for Public Instruction is sympathetic, but
s¥mpathy is no good unless we have some-
thing practical done. Unfortunately. when
we go to the Department of Public Instruc-
tion we are told that we shall have to stir
up the Department of Public Works. It is
sheer humbug, and all the time the children
of the people in the country—whom hon.
members opposite call the backbone of the
country—have to be educated in sheds which
are hardly fit for a stable. The Secretary for
Pubtic Instruction knows that people would
not put a good trotting horse in some of the
places I am speaking of. The Government
are supposed to be a humanitarian Govern-
ment, but they do these things, and it is
absolutely scandalous. These things are not
done as a temporary arrangement—they have
been going on for years. We are always talk-
ing about making the country districts more
attractive. How can they be more attractive
when the money is spent in the city? I do
not wish to convey the idea that the depart-
ment treats me worse than any hon. member
opposite, but the country electorates are
cribbed and cheated for the sake of the city
electorates.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Do you
know that of the thirty-one schools built last
year not one was in the Brisbane area?

Mr. WARREN : I am not saying that any
of them were, but in one electorate there
was a school which was doubled in capacity
and yeu could not get children to Il i5.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Where?

Mr. WARREN: The hon. gentleman

knows where it is. The hon. member for
Kurilpa has given it to him before.

The SrcRETARY FOR Pusrrc Works: I do
not know.
Mr. WARREN: I think it is the school

at Northgate.

The SecreraRY FOR PusLic WoRrkS: That
school was ‘extended last year, and the
number now attending is beyond the capacity
of the school. The hon. member for Nun-
dah can tell you that you are wrong.

Mr. K5Lso: They have asked for an addi-
tion.

My, Warren.]
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Mr. WARREN : It has only recently hap-
pened that the attendance has increased.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIc WoRks: That
has been the case from the time it was

enlarged.  Your statement is absolutely
untrue.

Mr. WARREN: 1 will withdraw that
statement. {Laughter.) I do not want to

say anything that is not true, and I am
sorry I have referred to that case. 'The
statement was made in this Chamber, and
I never heard it contradicted.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLICc WORES: It was
contradicted. Tt is absolutely false. It was
stated in this Chamber that the addition
was made because my children were attend-
ing the school.

Mr. WARREN: I am not going to say
that all the money is spent on the ecity
schools, but in the country centres, where
the farmer is living, we cannot get the new
schools which are so urgently required. The
fact that I have made one mistake does not
prove that there is not a real grievance. In

some cases our schools are eight
[7.30 p.m.] years behind the times—I am safe

in saying that one school is quite
eight years behind the times; and, until we
get better conditions for our schools in the
country and so long as such schools are so
far behind the times, T shall continue to say
that the country is not getting a fair deal.
Is it fair that the children of the great
producing classes of Queensland should be
brought up under worse conditions than
those of the workers in the city or the big
town? It is not fair, It is wrong treatment;
and until the whole business is worked from
the Department of Public Instruction we
are not going to have satisfaction. The
Secretary for Public Instruction should be
able to spend money on the schools he
believes to be most urgent. Take the case
of two new schools T know of. I do not
want to name them, for the simple reason
that I do not want to prejudice their cases.
I believe that the applications are most
likely to be granted.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
do not want them granted?

Mr. WARREN : 1 want them both granted,
but one is more important than the other.

The SecreETaRY FOR PTUBLIC WoORKS: Which
one?

Mr. WARREN: T am not going to say
which one. I am not going to prejudice the
iuterests of either.

The SecreTaRY For PrsLic Works: 1f T
tell you that I will #ive vou one of the two,
will you tell me which you want?

Mr. WARREN: 1 will, decidedly. But
Jet me take those two schools as an illustra-
tion. Supposing the Secretary for Publio
Instruction, acting on the reports of his
inspectors, decided that he would build one
of those schools. He would send both pro-
posals ont to the Secretary for Public Works,
who would decide which of those schools he
would build.

The SecrETARY FOR Pusric Works: No. In
the casge you cite, if only one school was to
be built, the Secretary for Public Instruction
would mark on the papers which of them he
recommended.

Mr. WARREN: We are told by the
Department of Public Instruction that, if

[Mr. Warren. .’
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the papers are sent on to the Department of
Public Works, the Secretary for Public
Works will decide which school is to be built.
I say that the decision should rest with the
Secretary for Public Instruction.

Mr. Hyxes: The more schools you get in
your electorate the sooner you will lose your
scat.

Mr. WARREN: The more schools there
are in my clectorate the longer I shall be
here. It would not kill me if I did get

turned out—I would not die of starvation—
bot I want a fair deal for my constiluents.
A'l T ask is that the children in my elec-
torate shall be educated under the very besk
circumstances. We can talk about the work
being carried out by day labour or contract
or piecework. I do not give a rap how it
s carried out. (Government laughter.) I
do not care whether it costs the department
£200 or £400, so long as we get the school.
I say that, although we are paying too much
under the day-labour system and are mot
getting satisfactory results, it is so important
that we should get schools that they are
cheap at any price. The first business of
the Secretary for Public Instruction and the-
Secretary for Public Works should be to see
that the children of every country electcrate
are educited under the most modern an
best conditions, ’

The SecreTary For PueLic Works: You
cannot give us the illustration of the Yandina
school now.

Mr. WARREN : The Yandina school would
be an absolute disgrace to the bushmen of
Africa. The interjection shows how little
tiie hon. gentleman knows. Yandina is nof
in my clectorate now. It is nmow in the
electorate of the hon. member for Cooroora.
That school has been a disgrace to any
civilised, decent, respectable people for over
three vears. It has been overcrowded to amn
extent which has been a positive shame, and
the people of Yandina had my sympathy and
the very best exeriions of which I was
capable to bring about better conditions.
(J.aughter.) It is mot a thing to laugh at—
to have children huddled away under trees
in a climate like that on the North Coast.
It was in my electorate several years, and
the Secretary for Public Instruction will
bear me out when I say that I have inter-
viewed him about it on so many occasions
ihat T have forgotten the number. and that
I have introduced I do not know how many
deputations to him about it. He has always
given that beautiful sympathy about which
we read in seripture.

The SecreTary ¥OR PrBLic WoOrks: The
“soft answer that turneth away wrath 7 ?

Mr. WARREN: Yes, and makes you
despair all the more. 1If there is anything
calenlated to break the heart of a country
member, it is to go to a department for
such a vital thing as the education of the
little children and gel sympathy but nothing
eise. The Minister knows perfectly well that
we do not ask for the impossible or for any-
thing that is unfair. The Secretary for
Public Instruction cannot say that any state-
ment I have made about the schools in my
clectorate to-night is exaggerated in the least.

Hon. W. BertraM: Are not your thanks
due to the Minister for giving you the Day-
boro school 7 )

Mr. WARREN: Yes, but I do not think
this is a full-dress rehearsal of gratitude.
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arcful to rhe Minister
aone 16 my schools, I do

k< for a moment that he will say
hus done a tap more than should
have been done.
The RECRETARY FOR PrsLic Laxps: What
would be vour fair share of schools?
Mr. WARREN : I shall not go into that.

Perhaps the Minis tor is not treating me

worse than anvone el but. if seventy-iwo
electorates are  as .,rmmoiull*’ treated  as
Murrumba, then their treatment must be
very bad.

Mr. Fry: You should see the Kurilpa
school,

Mr. WARREXN : There is more of Queens-

land than Kurilpa. and if I showed the hon.
member some of the sheds and some of the
schools in my electorate

Mr. HyxNEs: You should show him some
ef tho country schocls in Victoria under a
Tory Government,

Mr. WARREN : I have travelled Australia
more than the hon. member. I do not wish
10 conve" to the public or the Press that I
consider that our schools are bad. That
would be wrong. We have some very fine
schools in Oueorhland The only place where
I saw wor-c schools was on the desert sands
of Egypt. where they have 2 shade of some
palm leaves, under which there is a form
d of two forks in the ground with
a stick across, Those schools are worse than
some that we have. Many of our schools are
dangerous to the health of the master and
the children. Some of the schools let in the
rain. and with the cracks in the wall I do
not think there is any nced for doors. The
rouble in connection with the erection of
schools is surmountable. The main trouble is
the cost.

My, Dasu:
wnat ’(t‘P‘ CO3T,

Mr. WARREN: I do not care a
If the Minister will give me schools,
will be cheap at any price.
the moner. He is
. (Lcu"hrer )

The RETARY FOR PumLic WORKS:
cannot get blood out of a stone.

Mr. WARREN: If the Minister was to
carry on the work more economically, he
would have more money to spend on schools.
Supposing that a school which now costs
L1.06W to erert was to be erected for £600
—they can be carried out for £600, and
it is no use the hon. gentleman saving thex
cannot—ihere would be more money for other
C&u‘()")}

The ‘RETARY FOR I’UBiic LANDS:
not the schools that let the
enough for you?

Mr. WARREN:

not care

vou did

rap.
they
He has not got
poor as Lazarus's dog

You

Are
water in cheap

I want the schools—not
the water. I consider that we have one of
the grandest cducational systoms in  the
world; sitl]l we want to do more in order
to perfect that system. We do not want our
children to be taught in sheds or public
halls. In many cases these halls are not
constructed in a manner that makes them
suitable for educating children in. They
are no good to the masters or the pupils.
Mr. HyNgEs: Have not the present Govern-
ment done more to improve the educational
facilities than any previous Government?
Mr. Fry: No.
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AMr. WARREN: If the hon. member for
Tewnaville is satisfied with that, then he is

very easily satisfied. I am not complaining
that the Government have not done as much

in my electorate as they have in other
clectorates.

The SecreTary FoR PrUBLIc LANDS inter-
jectad,

Mr. Fry: The hon. member for Murrumba.
1z asking for two more schools.

Ar. WARREN : I am not asking for two
schools: I am asking for twenty. If I only
1eqmled TWo ~(hcol I would not care so
murh.,  If the Government would carry out

their work in » morve businesslike manner, I
am quhe convinced that, under the present
conditions, they eould effect the repairs and
build new schools for less money than they
are spending now. I have not risen in this

Chamber simply to ‘OIPpldln I tkink hon.
members  opposite, and particularly the
Seererary for Public Instruetion, will admit

+ schools I have been referring to
i grace, and the matter should he
remedied. I hope that the Government will
consider the position and not allow the two
deparuments 10 work in the way they are
doing row. The whole of the business camn
he carried out by the Department of Public
J“nu(tzon' but if that department stil}
toqune~ the Department of Public Works to
build the "hoo&s, it can do so. If the whole
of the work was carried out by the one
department, [ think it would be more satis-
factory than the present method.

My, BRUCE (Kennedy): During the
debare, quite a lot had been said about the
question of contract and day labour, and
figures have been quoted to a considerable
extent. Tho object of quoting thosze figures
was to show w hl(h s¥stems was the more
profitable to the emplover. I do not intend
m quote figuves: I intend to quote my per-
onal experience regarding the effect of the
contract system on the heaith and lives of the
vorkers engaged under that system. Prac-
tically all my Tife T have followed ‘the mining
indust:y as a worker and organiser in the
Cloncurry  distrier.  The contract system
versws the day-labour tem was & very
‘;u;mna question. It used to be my duty, as
organiser, to examine the mines, and T found
that the regulations governing the industry
were broken in many cases. owing to the
desire of hoth the emplover and the employ ee
under the contract svitem to increase profits
and carnings respectively.

At 746 pm..

Mr. DuNsTAN (G pic),
af F(’A‘)VH’H‘V Chairmen,
man in the chair.

Ay, BRUCE: The awavd provides that

one of the panel
relieved the Chair-

the t inpnrarm“o was not to be more than 83
d(: »s wet bulb. The men were put on
«ix-hour \hlf“. bhut wnder the contract system,

i going up rises 80 feet and 90 feet, T have
r»’vld the men working at a temperature of
G2 degrees and 102 degvees wet and dry bulb.
AMen 1 ho ave authorities on this subject say
that hueman beings cennot exist under those
conditions, vet the men were working in that
hwh 1(nm{'ra‘rmo Thm were doing that
with the object of increasing their earnings.
ax ther were paid so much per foot for put-
ting in the rises. We found, as representa-
tives of the union. that throughout the con-
tract system it led to ihe men endangering

their lives by speeding up.
Mr. Bruce.]
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Now let me come to the sugar industry.
The earnings of the canecutters working
under the contract system are very often
guoted, but anybody in touch with that
industry knows that every man engaged

under the contract system in that industry
1s. firstly, voung; secondly. a big physical
specimen of the human race; and, thirdly,

1he speed at which he works is not to the
benefit of human beings, having regard to
<limatic conditions. It would astonish any
man to see how caneceutters have to work to
veap the rewards that they obtain under the
wcontracy system.  One of the leading mine
managers of the Cloncurry district once
pointed out to me that he had so many hun-
dred thousand tons of ore that would vield 5
per cent- of copper.  He said that, if he could
introduce the contract svstem, the ore could
‘be taken out at 3 per cent. Then he told
a story of the development of the district.
and how the added capital could be applied
to the developmert of the Cloneurry distriet.
He talked of the employment of a great
number of men. The crux of the whole posi-
tion is that that @ per cent. profir, with which
he was going to develop the district, was to
be gained by taking it out of the sweat and
toil of these men under the contract system.

Let me now get back to the question of
schiools. I do not agree with the Opposition
in their objection to schools being controlled
by two departments. We all know that the
Becretary for Public Instruction is very sym-
pathetic and very desirous of providing
schools and educational facilities for the
benefit of the people of Queensland. The
schools can be better bullt under the Depart-
ment of Public Works. I have no doubt that
the Secretary for Public Works is equally
sympathetic, but unfortunately, as the hon.
member for Murrumba said, the hon. gentle-
man has not sufficient money to carry out all
the work. Stili, T am very anxious—like
other hon. members—to have many schools
erected in the Kennedy electorate. There is
a place in the electorate called Bamberoo.
There is a very intelligent class of people at
that centre, as instanced by the fact that at
the last election I got forty-seven votes to my
cpponent’s three. Those people want to bring
wp their children in an intelligent manner,
and enable them to become as intelligent as
themselves, and they want school facilities.
I have been to the Minister and I have been
vrging their case, and I hope to see in a
short time a school at Bamberoo. These
seople are not wage-earners, but struggling
farmers. That shows that the Country party
are not alone in appealing on behalf of the
struggling farmers.

It is absclutely necessary to provide wind-
mills at the schools in ihe Burdekin Delta.
Inkerman, and Halifax districts, as the rain-
fall does not give a sufficient tank supply of
water for the cnildren.

I have had numerous requests for school
accommodation in my electorate. and I only
wish that the appropriation was larger. so
that the Minister could afford the school
facilities required. The most important
function of Parliament is to improve the
education of the children of the State. Tt is
our first duty to make this an intelligent.
prosperous, and enlightened State, so that
sie can stand with the rest of the world. and
the method to achieve that is by education.
Liducation is the basiy of civilisation to-day.
If the money voted is not sufficient, the Esti-
mates should be increased. I feel strongly

[3r. Bruce.
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on the guesiion of education; and I feel sure
that members on the Opposition side of the
House do as well in their requests as mem-
Lers on the Government side. Any man who
has studied the social guestion knows how
desivable education is. The man who has
cducation knows the increased power that it
gives him. and the man who has not had
tho benefit of education knows what a burden
he has to carry in making his way through
life. 1 hope the Minister will be able to
mceet all hon. members as far as possible,
and more =0 those who have requests for an
extension of the present educational facilities.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): 1 am sure
that the Minister would not like this vote
to  go through without its being fully
criticised. (Laughter.)

The SecRETARY FOR Pubric WoRks: I revel
in it.

Mr. DEACON: The Minister is entitled
to all the assistance we can give him to
make his department thoroughly eflicient.
I do not know whether it is thoroughly
efficient or not. because it is very difficuls to
judge by seeing small works carried out in
the country.

Mr, KELSO:
efficient.

Mr. DEACON: I am going to give him
the benefit of what criticism I can to see if
it will help him along, and if it does help
him along, good luck to him. I have listened
with interest to the argument as to the rela-
tive merits of contract and day labour.
There is one fact I do know, and that is, that
private individuals have no fear of the con-
tract system or of the possibility of having
inferior timber put into their buildings.

Mr. Porrock: They do not build by con-
tract now.

Mr. DEACON : Yes, they do.

Mr. Porrock: The buildings in Fortitude
Valley are not being done by contract.

Mr, Krrso: What about the Temperance
and General building?

Mr. McLacHLAN : What about the Town
Hall?

Mr. DEACON: Hon. members might get
a revelation some day about the Town Hall.
However, it is not a matter that concerns the
country. It does not matier to the country
people whether the Town Hall is built or
not. What the people of the country desire
is to get as much work done as possible for
the money that is expended in the country.
The people in the country are not afraid of
giving their work out on contract, nor are
they afraid that the contractor is going to
do them for the material. Very often the
department could carry some works out
efficiently by «day labour, and in other
instances it would save money if it was
carried out by contract. 1 am quite sure
that in the small jobs in the country the
department would get the work done a good
deal cheaper by giving it to the man on the
spot, instead of sending a man from Bris-
bane at a good deal of expense. The hon.
member for Xennedy said that contract work
led to speeding up. If there is anything in
that argument, 1t is proof that men employed
Ly the Government on day labour are not
giving as much value for their wages as
the men who are working for a private
individual. If that is so, the department
should nct be commiited tc a policy in

The Minister it is

says
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{uilding  and  repairing school buildings
simply because it costs more. The vote for
school buildings this vear shows an increase.
but I do not know whether it is yet sufficient
to meet requirements.  If it is not, we ought
tu make it sufficient. It is false economy
fer the department to be behind every vear
in the requests for educational facilities. If
more schools are needed, it is better that
Parliament should face the situation in one
~ear, for the sooner the situation is met the
better.  The present buildings under the
control of the department are not being
kept in the state of repair that they should.
School buildings. as well as public buildings,
i every centre are urgently in need of paint-
ing. Apparently. the only reason they are
net painted is because the expense is too
great, and the Estimates have to be cut down
accordingly. That is false economy. 1t is an
-economy that the State will pay very dearly
for in the future. The Department of Public
Works should know just how much it would
-«cost to bring all the work under its control
up to date. This House ought to have that
information so that, if necessary, it can vofe
‘the money and acquaint the publie with the
‘situation.

There is another matter I wish to refer to.
‘because here again is a system of bad
-economy on the part of the Government. If
a public building is destroyed by fire, it is
not replaced. The buildings are not insured.
I understand that the department takes the
view that it is {oo expensive to replace
‘them, 1If the State is to continue that policy,
it will lose money. If the department has
not provided a sinking fund or some means
of keeping its buildings up to date, it is in
@ much worse position than when the Govern-
ment assumed office. 1t is impossible for
that policy to be continued. If a building is
burned down it should be immediately
replaced, and there should be some fund to
provide for that.

At 8 p.m..

The CHarrMAX
resumed the chair.

Mr. DEACON : Reference was
#o the supply of water, including that from
windmills. It would be a verv good thing
if that supply could be arranged. N

Mr. Corrins: It would mean the expendi-
‘ture of more money.

Mr. DEACON: But. as we are alreadv
short of buildings. I suppose it is impossible
%o think of water supplies. On the Downs.
if any echool committee want a supply of
water beyond the water-tank, they have to
supply it themselves, and I recommend anv-
one else to follow their example. )

I am not going to criticise the department
any longer. I have done my best to point
out to the Minister the weak points in his
department, and I hope that in a vear's
time these will no longer exist. Thers is
no department in such a state of efficiency
ihat it cannot be made better. and I trust
next year to see a better state of affairs than
exists at the present time.

AMr. LOGAN (Lockyer): One of the main
Objections to most departmental work—and
this refers particularly to school work—is
that the Department of Public Instruction
does not control the expenditure upon work
to be carried out upon schools.

The SECRETARY FOoR PusLic WORKS: They

could not Luild any more schools for the
money.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane)

also made
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Mr. LOGAN: Being controlled by the
Department of Public Works, it means that
school work 1s held over for a much longer
period than it should bhe. We have all had
evidences of delays caused through the
Department of Public Works not being able
to cope with the work required to be done.
I have no fault 1o find with the department,
but I think that, if the Department of Public
Instruction and other departments which are
controlled by the Department of Publio
Works so far as the expenditure of money
for buildings is concerned. were in a position
to control that expenditure, the matter of
repairs to schools, painting. etc., would be
carried out much more quickly and effi-

ciently. Numerous instances have oceurred
where schools have been delayed in the

matter of repairs, renewals. and so forth,
owing to i1he fact that the departmen$ is
over-taxed in regard to the quantity of work
tc be carried out. For this reason I say
it would be better if the Department of
Publie Instruction. the Department of Agri-
culture, or any other department, had con-
trol of its own funds,

Only last year T had occasion to approach
the Department of Public Works with a
view to getting the residence and the school
at Lockrose painted. The chairman of the
school committee said that it was fifteen
vears since the school had been erected and
painted and twelve years since the residence
had been similarly treated. The report
from the Works Department showed that one
building +was in a particularly good state
of repair considering the time that had
elapsed since it had received attention, but
that the other building required painting,
and that it was unwise to go on with the one
building and not with the other. The work
was therefore allowed to stand over. I have
a letter to that effect dated October, 1922.
That work has not vet been done. I hope
the department will see to it and keep these
buildings in repair by having them painted.
Material, particularly timber, depreciates
when neglected in the matter of painting.
I also desire to point out that only recently
I was approached by the school committee
of the Lower Tent Hill school and they
informed me that the school teacher was in
danger owing to the fact that his house was
in a state of disrepair, and there was a
considerable gap between the wall and the
floor. It appeared to me that the studs
were not tenoned into the plates underneath,
consequently there was a gap of from 1
inch to 14 inches right along between the
floor and the wall. When one finds such a
state of affairs he naturally approaches the
department to hasten repairs. On report-
ing this to the Department of Pubiic Instrue-
tion, that department reported to the
Department of Public Works, but that depart-
ment, owing to the small attendance in t_h'alt;
particular district, thought it was not advis-
able to erect a new building. It is difficult
to sav what they are going to do, conse-
quently the teacher’s life and the lives of
his wife and family are in danger. Probably
a cyclone or a storm shifted the building
at some time, and it only requires another
blow to bring it down altogether.

I d¢ not wish to labour the question of
schools too much, as hon. members of the
Opposition have spoken pretty freely upon
it: but what mainly brought me to my feet
is that the Minister made reference to a
certain estimate for the removal of the

My, Logan.]
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Lockyer General Hospital. He said that I
approached the department and informed
him that I was prepared to get a man fo
remove the hospital for £38C, whilst the

estimate  from the Department of Public
Works for the removal of this building was
£75C. I did approach Mr. Quinp, the TUnder

Secretary. and romtnd cut to mm rnat the
original builder of the hospital had stated
that he was ing—this was some twelve
months pr remaove the h("bpltﬂ]
at that time for £375. I did not say that
he was prepaved to do it at the time the
Minister refers to. I said that I knew he
was prepared to remove it at a considerably
lower price than the estimate of the Works
Department.  Evidently the dehaltmert ¢ot
in toush wirth the gentleman I refer io, and
it appears 1o me that he was asked to put in
a tender. T understand that, no matter what
the amount of hié tender was, it was to be
accorted, so like a wise man he put in
a higher r(‘lder thin he was previously
inclined to do the job for.

The SECRETARY FOR Pusnic WORKS:

Who

gave wzou to understand that?

Mr. LOGAN: As far as I can understand,
the Department of Public Works.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIc WORKS: Non-
sense | Absolute nonsense !

AMr. LOGAN: So far as I know. end so
far as the hospital committee know. tenders

were not called for the removal of the build-
ing.

The SECEETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You
said that he would do the work for £380.
He nut in a tender for £523.

Mr. LOGAXN : He understood that his ten-
der_wou]u he &accspted, conseque:n’rly. like
a wise man, he put in a tender higher than

he would have :done if there had been any
CO‘?]p(’ﬂTlOn.
The SECrRETARY FOR PusLic WoORES: In

addition to the tender of the man you men-
tion another tender for £480 was put in.

Mr. LOGAN: It is rather strange to ma
that this other tender was not accepled,

seeing that this gentleman was trustworthy
and a thoroughly competent tradesman.

The SrCRETsARY ¥OR Pupric WoRxS: There
was no other tender.

Mr. LOGAN : T do not want to argue with
the Minister. T shall just quote what he
said and leave it to the Committee. I nave
gone fullv into this matter and I want to
give the facts. I do not want to m)yf’m the
Committee at all. The Minister did not
rmake any unfair remarks about myself, but
he said—

“Take the statement of the bLon.
member for Lockyer, who said that a
contractor in his electorate would be
prepared to do a certain job for a hos-
pital for £380. That was less than the
estimate of the Department of Public
Works. We supplied him with the speci-
fications on which our estimate was
based, and his estimate was immediately
increased to £525—a difference of £143
on one small job.”

There was more than one tender put in for
the removal of this hospital.

The SECRETARY FOR PubLic WORKS: Net to
the Department of Public Works.

[Myr. Logan.
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AMr. LOGAN : To the Department of Publie
Works.

The SecreTary FOR PusLic Works: The
Under Secretary says © No.”
Mr. LOGAN: I do not want to place the

TUnder Secretary in an awkward position, as
I have too much respect for him, but I want
to explain the position clearly. On 21st
November, 1922, the Under Secretary wrote
to the secretary of the Lockyer General
Hospital, Laidley:

Sir,—With reference to vour letter
of the 23rd October last, and previous
correspondence relative to  propozed

removal of Lockyver General Hospital to

new site, T have the honour to irform

vou that two tenders have been received

for the work, viz.—G. E. Neumann,

a:emount £323, and A. C. Zillman, amount
485.

“T would recommend the acceptance
of Mr. Ncumann’s price and have to
advise that upon 1‘“celpt of a cheque for
the [} amount (£523) this tender will
be azcepted and the work proceedsd with
under the supervision of this department.

“ 71 have, ete.,,
“R. N. F. Quixy,
“ Under Secrerary and Director of
Public Works.”

It was owing to the fact that the Minister
inferested himself sufficiently in this matter
to make the statement he did the other nighi
that I have spoken now: I was not particu-
larly anxions to deive into the matter, as
the hospital has been removed and things
are now quite satisfastory. But, had tenders
been called, I know perfectly well, and the
Committee knows perfectly well, that pos-
stbly  we  would have got that hospital
removed for £400. I have the full corres.
rondence here, and, if the Minister wants
any more, he can certainly have it. I want
to inform the Comrittee that what I said
to the Under Secrelary of the Department
nf Public Works on the occasion I visited
him was perfectly correct. The man whoe
offered t» remove this hospital was the gen-
tleman who originally built the hospital.
Fe told the chairman nf the hospital com-
mittee at that time—probhably twelve months
befors I visited Mr. Quinn—that he was pre-
pared to remove the hospital for £375—he
was out of work at the time.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Works: When
he was asked to put in a tender he increased
the amount to £523

3r. LOGAN: Under the circumstances T
give him credit for putting in a higher
tender.

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLic Works : Accord-
ing fo your statement, you are giving a man
credit Tor trying to take the depirtment
down. Acﬂoromg 1w voul staternent, the
work was worth £380 and he wanted £523
f{!l’ lf

Mr. LOGAN: 1 said the man told the
chairman of the committee that he was pre-
pared, when he was out of work, to remove
the hospital for about £375. I honestly
believe 1hat under the present system the
officers of the department, when they arrive
at an estimate, take care to be on the safe
side.  Anyone would dfx that, but at the
same time the present day- Jlabour s system 13
certainly not in the best interesis of the
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public, because we have numerous instances
of where public funds have been wilfully
gguandered.

My. CoLLins: Prove zour case—** wilfully
sguandered,”

Mr. LOGAN : I wili prove my case. There
was a little school in my district which has
been closed, I made representations for a
new sehool at a place not far distant from
this school that was closed, and 1 asked for
an inspector to e sent up to report on the
matter. IHe went up and approved of the
closing of the school and the removal of that
school to the other site where T had heen
cgitating for a schooi. 1 found out that the
estimated cost of the removal of this school
was £149.  Whether that includes pairting
or not. I cannot As T desired to save
public funds. I asked several local people if
they would put in a tender for the removal
of this school, and also to state their price
for painting. T received several tenders for
tire removal of this school. 1 .do not propose
to give the names just now, but the Com-
mittee can have the informarion if they
Jesire it. The first tender veads—

“For pulling down a school and purt-
ing up again. one tank stand. two w.o.’s,
one window broken. and new timber
put in where it is required and twenty
new stump caps, two coats of paint on
the outside of school all round. "1 agree
to do the work for the sum of £65 10s.”".

as against £149 estimated by the Department
of Public Woriks.

Mr. CoLrpixs:
cise.

Mr. LOGAXN: 1 want to point out that
another gentleman submitted a tender which
I am preparved to hand o the department.
He is quite willing to do the job for £50.

The SEcRETARY ¥OR MINEZ: Which tender
did vou accept?

Mr. LOGAN: It is not within my power
1o accept any tender. neither did I intend
to mislead these people whom I asked to
tender.

Tha:

is not proving your

The Secrerary ror PusLic Works: Were
vyou asked to get tenders for thar work?

Mr. LOGAN : No.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
specifications were they?

Mr. LOGAN: There are no specifications
required. The school simply has to be pulled
«down and re-erected, and one man is pre-
pared to do that work for a little over one-
third of the estimate of the department, and
I an: not sure whether the estimate of the
department included painting. Is it in the
best interests of the public that this sort of
thing should go on? 1 certainly say it is
not.  Members on the Government side,
particularly the hon. member for Rosewood,
have asked time and again. ** Is contract not
the same as day labour?” I sav, ¢ Of course,
it is.” A certain man may take on a con-
tract for the removal of a building or for

What

the erection of a new building. He has to
employ day labour to do it, and he is
compelled to pay the award rates. I fail to

see why that system of contract should be
disallowed. I maintain that the policy of
the Government in this connection is abso-
lutely wrong and is resulting in a waste of
money.  There are many other instances to
which I could refer. but I wiil not do so,
because othey hon. members have dealt fully

{5 OcToBER.]
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with the matter, and I do not want to
reiterate what they have said. These are

cases which have been brought prominently
before my notice, and, after the Minister
made the statement which he did the other
night, I armed myself with material to prove
my case,

As far as the Lockyer General Hospital
is concerned, the people there are firmly of
opinion that, if tenders had been called for
the removal of the building, it could have
been done for about £400, whereas the esti-
mate of the Department of Public Works
was £750. When w» have cases like that.
no one can say that the department is doing
the best it can in the interests of the general
public.  Repai to school buildings are
urgently required in the country districts,
vet the department. when approached, says
that rhere are no funds available. while it
squanders money in the way that I have
shown. In my criticism of the department
I have endeavoured to be perfectly fair, but
the concrete cases which I have brought for-
ward prove that the best interests of the
general public are not being considered.
There is a huge amount of money being spent
on public buildings in Brisbane. Ior my
own part. I do not approve of this expendi-
ture at the present time. We know that
practically all over Queensland we are faced
with one of the worst droughts we have ever
known in the history of the State. A person
has not to go very far io see evidence of
that. This vear may appear to be all right,
and there is evidence of prosperity about the
city, but the city has not felt the pinch.
We must wait till next year, when the
returns come in, before we know where we
stand.  Who knows when the drought is
going to break? I claim that the curtail-
ment of expenditure in the c¢ity would be a
wise thing at the present time.

My, Corrixs: Would that not throw men
out of employment?

Mr. LOGAN : It might throw men out of
emplovment. but how many men are thrown
out of emplorment in the eountry? No one
likes to throw men out of employment, and
no one would do more than I to keep men
in work.

Mr. Grepsox: If vou close down public
works, vou are going to cause unemployment.

Mr. LOGAN: We are not going to close
down public works. What I say is. that they
could be carried out under the contract
svatern just as well as by day labour, and
the work would be done in a more economi-
cal way. That being so, therve would be more
money available for public works, and it
would give more employment. Money could
have been saved. for instance, if the £125
above the estimate of £400 for which the
building menticned could have been removed
had been saved. let alone the other item of
£350 to which I have referred. That would
have gone a long way towards repairing the
vesidence at Lower Tent Hill school, which
is falling to pieces to-day. No one can say
that the policy under which the Government
are carrving out public works to-day is in
the best interests of the State, The public
funds are going to be exhausted quicker
under the daxv-labour system than under
contract. We are practically spending £1.000
to keep men in employment for one week,
when that amount of monev spent by con-
tract as I suggest might give employment
for two weeks under the contract system.

Mr. Logan.]
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I asked a question recently in connection
with the damage done by engines to the
Forest Hill railway gates.

The CHAIRMAN : QOrder! The hon. mem-
ber should have discussed that on the Rajl-
way vote,

. Mr. LOGAXN: I had a definite puwpose
m asking that question, and I hope in the
near future to prove my case.

The SecrersRY ror Prbric Works: You
will have to give better facts than you have
given to-night,

Mr. LOGAN: The Minister
appreciate what I have said.

The SECRETARY FOR Praric Works: Your
starements are not based on fact—I say that
definitely. )

My LOGAN: Tell me where they are not.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIc WoRks: I will
deal with you.

Mr. LOGAN: I am dealing with the
Minister. I have eight or nine letters which
I can read which would back up my argu-
ment.

The SEcRETARY ¥OR PUBLIc WoRKs: Those
letters do not back up your case.

Mr. LOGAN: T do not propose to take
up the time of the Committee any longer.

rj:hc_» SECRETARY ¥OR PrBLic WORKsS: I say
definitely that the statements you made are
uot in accordance with fact.

Mr. LOGAN: If the facts are not right
I am not to blame—the department is to
blame. I sincerely hope that the Minister
and the Government generally will see the
wisdom of altering their policy. When they
can get work done for half the money which
they are now paying, why not make a
change?

The SECRETARY For Pustic WORKS:
cannot get it done for half the money.
are not stating facts. Your
entirely wrong.

AMr. TOGAN: T will give the hon. gentle-
man the tender and he will see that I am
right.

The SECRETARY FOR PrsLic WORKS:
tender is not based on any specification.
_The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Question put and passed.

does mnot

You
You

estimate 1is

The

SERVICES—PTUBLIC BUILDINGS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Swmith, Mackay): I beg to
move—

- That £35.450 be granted for ° Ser-

vices—Public Buildings. ”

This represents an inerease of £2.200 on the
Estimate of last year, due, first, to the
increased accommodation required for dif-
ferent departments necessitating increases in
rent and also to incrcased costs of water,
rates, cas. and other things mentioned in
the schedule.

Question put and passed.

BUTLDINGS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mack I beg to
move—

o I}lat £101,CC0 be granted for * Build-
mgs.
This is an increase of £6,000 on last vear's
estimate, )

[Mr. Logan.
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Mr. MAXWELL (Zooweng): I notice am
amount of £30,060 on this vote for
“ General repairs, painting, improvements,
and incidentals.” I would suggest to the
Minister that an opportunity be given to
tradesmen to submit their estimates to his
department. as that will have a tendency te
reduce the cost of a number of these build-
ings. During the discussion figures have been
given by hon. members opposite proving con-
clusivelv to their own satisfaction that a
certain system is the proper course to adopt
in connection with works carried out by the
Department of Public Works., As against
that, we on thiz side have given figures and
produced documentarr evidence to prove that
the work could be done equa as well, if
vot better. under the contract rem, as 1%
would be under the supervision of officers of
the department. I yield to no one in my
admiration of the working men of Australia
and particularly of Queensland. I do not
associate myself with any remarks which have
bheen made with respect to loafing or ¢ slow-
ing down.” and I want to make my position
clear in that conmection. If onc is to be
ouided by the work that has been done by
contract, compared with the estimates which
have been submitted by officers of the depart-
ment as to what the work being carried out at
present is going to cost, then £30,000 will go
a very little distance in completing the work
which it is so essential to have done. It is
only necessary for me to deal with a little
recent history to illustrate my point. During

the debate this afternoon refer-

[8.30 p.m.] ence was made to one of the

finest  buildings we Thave in
Queensland—I say one of the finest buildings

in Australia—the Executive Building. That
blocik occupies a frontage to the Queen’s
Gardens and the Printing Office lane
of 23& feet 2 inches and a frontage
to  William  street and George street
of 158 feet 2 inches, with a stone ex-

rerior on all four sides. It has five stories,
with a basement. It cost £142,132 35, 7d. 1
do not want to mislead—I recognise quite
fullv that the cost of building has changed
conziderably since the Executive Building
was erected, borh as to the prices of material
and the price of labour.

Then take anotlter huilding which has beexn
recently completed. The State Insuvance
RBuilding is eight stories with a basement, and
has two frontages of stone similar to that of
the Executive Building, the working of
which necessitates a greatr amount of skill and
labour. It has a frontage to George street
of 109 feet 6 inches and a frontage to Elizabeth
street of 137 feet 6 inches. It cost £140,965
8s. 4d. Those two buildings are a credit to
any community, to the contractors, and to
the officers of the Department of Public
Works who supervised their erection. The
department is now completing the Treasury
Building block. The existing Treasury Build-
ing was erected in two sections. The first
was built by Phippard Brothers for £99,000,
and the second by Mr. Jude for £66,000,
making a total of £165,000. The new build-
ing will have two frontages of stone of a
characier easier to manipulate than that in
the Executive or State Insurance Buildings.
It will have a frontage to George street of
109 feet 6 inches and to Queen street of 137
feer 6 inches. It will have four stories and
a basement, and will continue the walls
alreadyr completed, so that the two ends of it
are practically erected and there is appar-
ently going to be another small amount of
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constructient in the form of the garden por-
ticn at the back.
the dav labour system that building is esti-
mated to cost £230.000. If a building such as
the Executive Building, edvering a wonder-
ful area and displaying magnificent stone
work could be built for £142,132, and if the
Srate Insurance Building could be built com-
pardt' Iy recently for £140 966—Dboth build-
mgs giving consldorablv more floor area than
the mopmed new Treasury Building—is the
Minister going to pmperuate the system
under which his department works?

The SECRETARY FOrR PUBLIC WORKS:
know perfeetly well——

M. MAXWELL: I know perfectly well
thar on the face of it it iz a disgraceful
condition of affairs, Is it any wonder thas
the people of Queensland arve finding fault
with the supvosed extray aganee in the Depart-
ment of Public Works? There are the facts—
the official estimate of the hon. gentleman’s
depariment and the cost of the crection of
rwo of the finest buildings in the Common-
wealth by contract.

You

Mr. Forry : You never mentioned the Town
Hall,
Mr. MTAXWELL @ T leave that to geniuses

like the hon. memhor, I am not associated
ith the Town ¥lall
The SECRETARY FOrR Pusric Works: You
are asseciated with the Emplovers Federa-

tion,

My, MAXWELL: TIf the hon. eentleman
vets any =atizfaction out of that e jection,
I do nor mind. Js the hon. gentieman a
memier of a unlon?

The SecreTARY ror Pusrnic Works: Of
course T am.

dres MIANWELL . Of course hn is, and he
wants 1o deny to me the same right., I am
not going to *seab™ on my mates—make no

mistalke ahout that | Tt is unions such as the
Employers” YVederation and the legitimate
trade unions—which T helieve in—that create
1 better understanding  between man  and
emplover. It has heen «tated this afternoon
that the f‘mplm er iz out o flum and ruin
the work he is doing. We have had con-
cluzive proot to the contrary from tho officers
mf the hon. gentleman’s department. who have
shown that the contract system has been very
actory by giving to the contractors the
certificates on which tho*‘ have received pay-
ment and which are an indication of the
manner in which they have done their work.
The hon. gentleman himsclf veferred to the
very excellent work which haz been done.
It iz only right that the public should be
made aware of the amount of moenev which
it is estimated will be spent upen the com-
pletion of the Treasury Building block. as
compared with the cost of the fine buildings
I have mentioned. )
Again I urge on the Minister.
sends a construction gang from Brisbane to
some  place in the country. to consider
whether it would not be as well to give some
of the local prople an opportunity to save
his department _money, irrvespective of the
policy  of the Govornmen(‘ Tf, as I said
before, they will do the work for consider-
ahly less or any less than the ostimate of the
Dmm tment of Public Works, then let them
do the work. The depm‘rmem cannot do it
as cheaply under the conditions under which
it works, because, for one thing, traveiling

before he

Yet we find that under

[5 OcToBER.]
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time has to be paid for. The emplover out-
side has to (,ompl' with the conditions of the
Arbitration Court award. It seems to me-
that the employer is to be ostracised by a
section of the community—from the society
of gentlemen occupying the Treasury benches
~—notwithstanding that he is contributing
considerably to the taxation of the State.
And I have vet to learn that a great number
of the employers of this State have made
fortunes. I know a great many of them
who have been working ever sinee they came
here, and have to go on working: their
pockets are mnot as well lined as those of
some hon. members on the other side of the
House.  On this point, [ want to remind
hon. members of what I said in this Chamber
in 1922. 1 want to quote these cases in the
Townsville and Innisfail district.

A building erected under the
system cost £102 per square, and a building
crected for the Workers’ Dwellings Boavd
under the contract svstem was crected for £58
per square. These buildings were both super-
vised by officers of the department, and no
man can say that the building that cost £53
per square was ervected in an mfe‘l ior way to
the huildi fing costing £102 per square.

dav-labour

The SECRETARY rOR PrBLIC WORKS:
was thav?

My, MARXWELL

Where

In the Townsville and

i=fail disteicer, I refer the hon. gentleman
 Hansard 7 {or 1922, at page 1224,
AMr. Portocx: I shall refer rou to the
Town Hall.
AMr. MAXWELL : The hon, gentleman has

been oui of the Chamber during this debate,
and knows nothing about it.

Mr. Porrock: You were alent when the
Town Hall question was discussed.

A3e. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman is
net going to drag me into that question.
can take care of myself.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T hope ths

hon. gentleman will address the Chair.

Mr. MANWELL: I am doing so. I want
to fmpress upon the Minister the desivable-
ness, m the expenditure of this £101.000, of
gnmg the people outside and those in the

city an oppoltumtv of submitting an csti-
mate in connection with the work. On
another vole I have drawn the hon. gentle-

man's attention to certain buildings that arve
in a state of disrepair. I also drew his
sftention to the matter last year when ths

Istimates wera before the Commltfea We
still have the same buildings in the same
state of disrepair. As the hon. member

for Quecnton 1)01111001 out, negligence in con-
nection with the pamtmrr and repairing of
buildings has a tendency to create a bad
impression, and to deterxolate the buildings.
1 hope the Minister will give attention to
ihe suggestions I have made, as they are in
the hest interests of his department.

Hox. W, H. BARNES (1Wynnum): I would
iike the Minister to take a walk round this
very building and see the impoverished state
we are getting iuto in connectmn with some
of our cushions. There is a cushion here
that is a disgrace to Parliament House. It
has been like that for about a fortnight.

The SrereTary FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Youn
should report that to the Buildings Com-
raittee. They control rhat.

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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HHox. W. H. BARNES: No. The Minister
has a happy knack of passing it on to some-
one else,

The SECRETARY fOR PUBLIC WORKS :
it on to the people who are responsible

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
gentleman can only draw attention to it
"The hon. gentieman kuows that the matter
ke allades to does not come under the con-
trol of the Department of Public Works.

1 pass
le.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: If it does not
come under the Minister’s control, it ought
0 do so.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. gentleman

should address his remarks to the Buudmo
Committee.

Hox. W. H. BARNES:
advice, Mr. Kirwan, and 4f the close of this
«debate I will address the Building Commit-
tee. In the meantime, I consider it 1o be
within my dutr to draw attention to it

Thers arc one or two other matters that I
would like to draw the Minister's attention
#a.  To-night the Minister has imade some
reference to the contract system, more par-
ticularly in connection with the bulldmo that
has been erecied at the corner of George and
Elizabeth streets,

The SECRETARY FOr PubLiz WORKS:
-eorrected the hon, mewmber for Nundah.

Hox. W. H. BARXNEN: The hon.
man may have corrected the hon.
for Nundah—1 was not in the (hdmbel at
the time. The point I want to malke iz that
he made some referenco—I atn not 5
ing that his reference was incorreet-—ro the
fact that a tender was let at about £3.060
highor than the estimate of the department.

The SEcRRTARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Approxi-
mately £6,000 higher.

Hox. W. H. BARNES:
‘gentleman is wrong. I think it was about
£3.000 higher. But. taking him at his own
vord, I think that the : '(,than(?e of a tender
for that work was one of the best things that
ever happencd the Srate of Queen\land
‘because 1 venture to say that, if that tender
had not been accepted. the results would have
been very different. I was the Minister who
sizned that tender.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic WORKS:
weeks before the elections.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It wculd have
been a disastrous thing if that work had
been carried out by day labour. I think the
Minister was exceedingly unfortunate in
making the reference that he did

The SECRETARY For PusLic Works: Oh, no!

Hox. W. H. BARNIS: Because the fact
remains that if it had been commenced dur-
ing the war period that building would have
cost very much more than the tender. I
1think that is common property, and the hon.
‘gentleman to-night must have knowun that the
acceptance of that tender meant a saving to
the State.

The SECRETARY FOR Prsric LANDS:
rot know all the circumstances.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I know that. gener-
ally speaking, when the estimate of the
department and the tender are very near in
a big work like that, it is very much safer
to accept the tender rather than the estimate
«0f the department. I do not want to criticise

[Hon. YW. H. Barnes.

I shall take vour

Yes; 1

gen;le-
nigmper

T think the hon.

Three

You do
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unfairly. 1 am pr epned to admit that in

connection with the Goodna work thers was
a tremendous discrepancy between the con-
tract price an\l the departmental estimate.

I am prepared to admir thar twice tenders
were invited for that work, and ultimately
the work was carried out. I belicve it was
carried out at a cost pretty much the same
us the estimate of the department.

The Predrier: Less than the estimate.

Hox. W. H. BARNIES: I am trusting to
menory.

The RETARY FOR P’rsric Worxs: Ther
was a considerable saving., I quoted the

figures this afiernoon.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Speaking gener-
ally, when you take the various “mkc that
have Leen entered upon under the d
Byvatenm or oiherwise, I venture to sa

X thaL it
will be fourd that the contract system is very

much  berter than the day-labour system.
Under ihe former there '1~ an inceutive. We
huve this experience—thar hon. members
GPPOSITS, W hen th: oy wany any work done. do
vot ger it done by day labour, but by
contract.

The Secprmaey ror PUBLIC
have not the organisatien to
worl.

oy, W. . BARNES: I admir that
the saine, thev have the means to an
architers to <o the supervision for them.
That @ vers poor argument by the Minis-
ter. T do not think the hon. gentleman has
yor ]Oll”‘(l the bonodmh If he had done so
and had built 3 home. he » vould have foun d
it very casy fo liave got someone to super
the work. The point 1 want to make is that
there has been a considerable waste of money
in Que:nsland in connection with buﬂdmcr:
by reason of the fetish which has been prac-
tised with respect to day labour on all
oceasions,

Lixps: They
SUpervize tie

All

A couple of vears sgo men were senr to
Scuthport to do certain repairs.  They were

two days waiting for timber. They had a
right to be paid, as they were there ready
and willing to do the work. The fact

remains that there is not the same meentive
it conpecrion with daw labour as there is in
connection with the other system.

The Secrerary ror PusLic Laxps: There
is no Incentive to put in *‘crook” work.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am sorry that
the Minister malkes that reference, because 1
talke it that the departmenr—] know the
department, and I I\no“ the officers well—
will sco that the work is carried out well
and they are there to sce that the work 1s
carried out according to specifications.

The SEcRETARY FOR PraLIc Laxps: We have
a number of tunnels on the Cairn: Range
that were built under the countract s

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I do not know
whether it was before the days of the hon.

gentleman.

The SecreTsRY rorR PrsLic Laxps:
bLefore.

FHox. W. H. BARNES: I! the tunnels had
been constructed in his day. ﬂ]ev would have
Leen twice as bad as in the days to whieh
Tie refers. That iz an isolated case. It is
no use the Minister getting upon hh feet
and saying that evervthing done so far as
the dav-labour svstem is concernsd rueans

Long
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oﬂt At times it has meant pr
-other times it has beeu dizastrous.
CMr. KELSO  (Nundah :
the Minister with great zusto

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! The ho

Lo; cannot ).Cpr w \\Im wa

afrernoon

minable. He can dis thl:

M. KELSO: The Minister
:i”ll‘d.de a ]]]lﬁsf&ltf‘lll(‘lll on tb(\
labour as it affects State Insu

it

said

The CHAIRMAN: Order' The 1.
member must vealise that I am not going
to permit him to reply 1o e stateme:

made by the Minister. "If I did so the other
membel: might avail themselves of the oppor-
dunity, and we would have {

1 the fi
discuszed over and over aguir The

vote
hon.

member should have risen aftex the Minister
the vote,

resumed his seat and before T pu
CMr. KELSO: T wish to make &
$ion.

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. me
«do that at the proper time.
The PreMer: On rhe
reception of the reeoluticus
Question put and passed.

-
=
e

meotion for

COURT OF INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION.

The SECRETARY FCOR PUBLIC WORI\Q
{Hon. W. Forgan Smith. Maclay:: 1 beg
'*o move—- -

“ That £3.436 be granted for * Court
of Industrial Arbitration.’ ™

i’{hxs is a decrease on the vore for last vear
The appropriation is based on the
cost of the sub-devartment last vear.

Mr. SWAVNE (M/iranis: The appropria-
tion for 1922-23 was £5,135, whiie the appro-

priation for the current vear is £35.430)—j
decrease of £1.753. I would like to know
if the reason for the decrease is the inten-

tion of the Government to make less use of
the court in future, When the Act as
amended to bring the Government omgvoveem
within its scope, we were told that & very
prominent point in the policy of the Governﬂ
ment was that the Arbitration (011** should
-deal with the Governmeni employees in the
same manner as they dealt with the
employees of private '3111{)10"913 The other
day a dispute oceurred with the employees
on the Government dredges and steamers.
That dispute was not dealt with by the
eourt. In the agreement arrived at. it
appears that the court is heing cut our in
the future. Some reason should be given
‘for that. I understand that this wnroviso
Aappears In the agreement— )

“Tt is mutuallv agreed that neither
party will approach the Arbitration
Courts for a variation during the terms
of the agreement. In the event of a
dispute arising upon anv matter in the
agreement the point of d1~pq<P shall be
referred  to the representative of the
Government and the secretary of the
Seamen’s Union (Queensiand Branch'.
Should thev fail to arrive at a satis-
factory decision. the marter shall then be
referred ’ro an arbitrator nmtx wlly azreed
upon, whose decision shall be 7inal and
binding.”

“That scems to be an important dath
irt the policy of the Government, and some
explanation Is needed. a reversion to the

id svstem of wWages hos It 1s also inter-

[o]
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esting, while on this subject. to learn whether
in the ca e of other sections cof Government
employees—the rall\\"t\‘ employees, or the
Police Cnion—«he same procedure is to be
adopted and a special tribunal ereated, not-
withstanding the faet that we are devoting
money every vear for the upkeep of this
court, The Arbitration Court is part of the
poliey of the Govemment and all matters
concerning their emplovees should be deals
wirth by the court in the same manner as
it deals with the employees of private
employers.

to be discussed on this
vote is swhether it is right that preference
should be given o political bodies. I can
quite understand in the case of a trade union
that a great deal can be said as to why it
should have certain privileges. The unions
devote a great deal of time and money to
mnno\mw the condition of the workers, but
thew alsn say now, © We will compel vou.
whether vou like it or not. or whether vou
believe in a certain cause or party or not.
to subscribe to the funds of that party and
to certain newspapers whether you read them
or not.”” It is gross tryvanny to make that
the price of a man being allowed to earn
his living. T have here the rules of the
Auwsiralian Workers” Union. When I said
just now that I understood whx certain
trade unions should have certain prnneoe
T had in view the objects stated in rule 3
of the :\ustraliau Workers' Union—

Another matter

“(#) To regulate and protect the con-
ditions of labour, the relations between
worknien and emplovers and between
workmen and workmen;

“ihi To regulate conditions on the
conduct of the trade. business, or indus-
ry of the members:

“{e) To promote the genera] and
material welfare of the members;”

and so on. There is no objection to that.

Those are the objects that are desirable. and
which evervone can support. What 1 do
object to is where the rules state further
on in paragraph (i)—

“To rveplace the present competitive
svstem by the collective ownership of the
means of production, distribution. and
exchange.”

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I fail to see
what the constitution of the Austrailan
Workers” Union has to do with the vote for
the. Court of Industrial Arbitration. I am
certainly not going to permit the hon. mem-
ber to dizcuss the constitution of anvy union
undo thi= vote. The hon. gentleman must

5 the administration of the Industrial
ion Court, and not the constitution
Australian Workers” Union.

Mr. SWAYNE: I was discussing the pro-
visions of some of the awards.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. gentleman
was not quoting the award, but the
constitution of the Australian Workers’
Union.

Mr. SWAYNE: I was remarking that for
a man who does not believe in the abolition
or the nresent system, and who does not
believe in Communism, it is the height of

fyranny to compel him  to

3 p.m.] complv with such conditions. If
hon, members opposite knew that

befcre thes could earn their living thev had

Mr. Swayne.]
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to belong to a Liberal Association, or had  cut out of &ll employment if he does nob

ro subscribe to the “ Courier”

Mr. GLEDSON : We were told that we would
have to do that,

Mr. SWAYXNE: They would consider it
most tyvrannical, and so it would be. It is
vquﬂlv tyr nmucal when you turn round and
say that a man must belong to a political body
which has for its object an avowedly destruc-
tive policy, and trhat he must subscribe to
the funds of certain political newspapers
before he can work in Queensland. Why
should a man who does not agree with the
objects of the policy of hon. members oppo-

site have to pay money towards their
clectoral expenses?
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.

wember has failed to qatlsfv me that he is
dealing with the Court of Induatllal Arbitra-

tion. The hon. member is discussing the
constitution of the Australian Workers’
Union.

Mr. SWAYXNE: I should like to do so.

Mr. Dasm: The
nothing about it.

Mr. SWAYNE: I have the rules here, but
I am not allowed to quote them.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber must discuss the administration of the
Arbitration Court, awards, and so forth. If
I am going to permlt him to discuss the
of the Australian Workers’
TUnion, other hon. members might discuss the
constitution of the Employers’ Ifederation, or
sontething of that type.

Mr. SWAYNE: I could quote some other
yules, but T do not now desire to do so.

Mr. Hy~xes: Tell us something about that
1816 sugar arrangement.

AMr. SWAYNE: I was quoting facts when
I said that awards contained a provision
limmng cmiployment to members of certain
bodics.  Those bodies in their turn claim
rhlv right to dictate to their members as to
what

The CHAIRMAN: Order! TIf the hon.
member does not respect my ruling, I shall
deal with him. I desire him to understand
that. if he wants to discuss_preference to
unionists, he can do so, but I am certainly
not going to allow him to discuss the con-
stitution of any union. If I did so, I sheuld
Lave to allow other hon. members to discuss
the comnstitutions of wvarious other unions.
That would not be discussing the Arbitration
Court vote.

Mr. SWAYNE: I think that I am dis-

cussing the question of compulsory preference
to unionists.

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to point
out to the hon. member that I decide
whether he may discuss that or not.

Mr. SWAYNE: I am giving my reasons
as to “hv I object to preference bemo given
in certain cases. I have quoted 1nstance~
giving any amount of reasons for such obJec-
tions. Again, have given other instances
and have advanced facts showing that I do
not think it is right or just that preference
should be given in those cases. Had you
allowed me to continue, Mr. Kirwan, I
would kave finished and sat down by this
time. You have simply prolonged my
}emarks. because I had to obey your call to
order. I do not think that anyone can say
that it is a fair thing that a man should be

[Mr. Swayne.

hon. member knows

belong to a certain political party, and
contribute from his earnings to the upkeep
of that party or its Press,

The CHAIRMAXN: Order!

AMr. Hyxes: Did not vour association
endeavour to bring in compulsory member-
ship?

AMr. KERR (Enoggera): Before the vote
gres through I should like the Minister to
indicate 10 the Comusittee the policy of the
(tovermment in regard to the overlapping of
the Srate and Federal awards. I regard it
as-a pretty big question, so far as the
administration of the law is concerned. My

attention has been drawn to two definite
statemenrs made by the Secretary for Public
Works in regard ro this matter. and I desire
to quote them. Ir is a very difficult matter,
indeed, to decide swhich statement is the
one from which a person should draw his
conclusion as to the action desired by the
Minister in regard ro the overlapping of the
awards. This is 2 greav deal more important
than a more question of wages: it is puldv
a question of economy, and should receive
the consideration of ‘the Committec. The
Tremier is concerned with regard to a state-
ment that he made ar a conference which
he atiended in another State. I understand
that the Secretary for Public Works was
aiso down theve, »nd, althouvrh various other
Strates qmmd to a cerrain line of artion, he
took objecrion to the pohcv laid down. I
desive to ascertain evaerly wlere the Minister
siands with vegard to tins overlapping. It is
onle vight that we should know. The first
gratement i= 1o the <ffect that the Minister
cbjected ro Federal interference, contending
that

The SECRETARY FOR DUBLIC WORKS:
are rou guoting from?

AMr. KERR T think it is from the
Standard.” bur I have not got the papu.
am not quite sure, bur these are the words
that are credited to the Minister.

The SECRETARY FOR DUBLIC WORKS: Yow
are alleging that those are the words 1
caid ?

Alr. KERR: Yes. The hon. gentleman has
not vet heard them. T am sure he will
admit they are when he has done so.

The Secpetary FOr PrRLIC WORKS :
my doubts.

Mr. KERR:

* That industrial peace would not be
brought about but the contrary, owing
to interstate dispures Dbeing brought
ahout to gain admission to the I’cuetal
Court.”

rJho hon. gentleman cried out at that ‘11110
that Staie employees would be deprived of
the protection of the labour laws of Queens-
lend. That was the contention of the
Minister., That statcment is credited to the
AMinister. and I do not think he will deny it.

The SreRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoORKS: There
was a lot more said in addition to what you
have quoted.

Mr. KERR: Yes,
the case.

The SECREFARY FOR PTUBLIC WORKS:
have left out certain salient features.

Mr. KERR: The ’\Imls\er took the atti-
tinde that certain emplovees were deprived
of the proteetion of the labour laws of

What

13
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I have

The cquotation reads—

but it merely amplifies

Yow
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- Queensland, according ro the * Standard”
of Tth June. 1923, yet he is reported 1o have
used these words in an interview—

1 think that State employees should
have the same advantages as are
enjoved by employess in private indus-
tries.  If State cmployees and the
emplevees of local anthorities, or authori-
ties constituted under a State law. are
prevented from appealing to the Feceral
Arbirration Courr, there is no guarautee
that a tribunal will be set up (in other
Srates! to which they could appeal for
justice.”

And these words appear in black type—

* Tt is just as well to speak plainly in
these matters. Whether the conlention
be right or wrong, it is believed ky a
large section of employees throughout the
Commonwealth that this proposal of the
other States has been framed with the
object of preventing State emplorees
from approaching the Federal Court, and
so that they may be deprived of the
bunefits of arbitration.”

We have two distinet statements by the
Minister—first, that they would be robbed of
the advantages of the labour laws of Queens-
land, and then, if they went to the State
court only they would be robbed by not being
permitted to oo to the Federal Arbitration
Court. The Minister should tell us exactly
where the Government stand in regard to
these awards. The Premier was down at
thar conference in 1921, This is an extract
from the minutes—
*Mr. Hughes:
unaninously ?
““Resolved: Proposals made by the
Prime MMinister and accepted by the
Premiers,”

Then that is carried

That was the establishment of a court con-
stituted by the Commonwealth with jurisdic-
tion to determine the basic wage and stan-
dard hours of labour with regard to any
or all industiries )

I undevstand that at the end it was decided
to draw up a lst of industries of a Federal
nature, and it was also laid down that State
Jrstrumentalities were not to be interfered
with. That is some little time ago, and there
has been a good deal of trouble since in
regavd to the Commonwealth and State laws
in connection with this matter, and the ques-
tion should be dealt with as quickly as pos-
sible by the present Government = At the
last conference. at which the Premier and
the Becreravy for Public Works were present.
a list of the industries was discussed. The
Jist conformed 1 prineiple to the Constitu-
tion of the Commonwealth, Subsection (35)
of section 51 of the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion, dealing with the matter, reads—

" Conciliation and arbitration for the
prevention and settlement of industrial
dizputes extending beyond the limits of
any one Strate.”

In 1911 there was submitted to the people a
referendum as to whether that section should
be altered to read—

* Labour and employment, including—

fa; The wages and conditions of

Tabour and employment in any trade,

industry, or calling; ’

(8) Prevention and settlement of
industrial disputes, including disputes in
relation to employment on or about
railways, the property of any State.”

[5 OcToBER.}

Supply. 1499

In 1911 the people rejected that by a lavge
majority. In 1913 the same questions were
submitted to the people with an additicnal
clause added, whereby the conditions of
employment and the settlement of disputes:
i the several State railway services might
be brought within the jurisdiction of the
Commenwealth Arvbitration Aet. That also-
was rejected by the people. In 1915 the
Commorwealth passed an Act for again suh--
mitting the matter to the people, but it was:
never submitted to the people. The ques-
tions were withdrawn., On 28th October,
1919, it was again submitted to the people
and turned down.

That shows definitely that, if a vote of the
people meaus anything, it means that sve
should control our own employees. Speaking
as an independent person, I am in favour of
a Federal Arbitration Court, and of the
abolition of the Queensland Arbitration
Court in regard to wages and in regard to
other matters which appertain to every per-
son in Australia. If there are certain condi-
tions of employment that are enjoyed by the
employees in Queensland, I am in favour of
their retention. There is no reason why they
should not be. In every Arbitration Court,
when dealing with the question of wages,
the unions advocate the Federal wages, and
we follow the Federal awards in Queensland
to a very large extent. There is a great
overlapping and a great expenditure of
money in regard to these matters which
could well be saved. I recognise that there
are many barriers to be surmounted. Right
throughout Australia at the present time in
the same industries different hours are
worked and different wages paid. There ave
different conditions in Queensland in connec-
tion with a particnlar article manufactured
for export to those appertaining to the same
industry in other parts of Australia. In my
cpinion. it is necessary to have a Federal
court judge silting in Brisbane, with a
Queensland  judge if necessary, to control
industries of a TFederal nature. To prove
what I say, I shall quote the figures in con-
nection with the different industries. Here
are the working hours for engineers and
metal workers in the different States—

Hours.
New South Wales 47.14
Victoria 48.00
Queensland 44.00
South Australia 48.00
Western Australia ... 45.65
Tasmania 47.28

AMr. Grepsox: You want them all to be
forty-eight ?

Mr. KERR: I am not discussing that
question at all.

Mr. Hyxes: You never do say what you
want.,

Mr. KERR: I want a court of a Federal

nature. The hours are shown to be less in
Queensland than in the other States. 1
franklv acknowledge that, but we must

remember that, if it is a court of a Federal
nature, in New South Wales they may awazxd
forty-four hours in that industry. It is
necessary to correlate these industries.

My, Hyxes: What about the delay in get-
ting access to the Federal Arbitration Court?

Mr. KERR : If there was a branch of that
court in Queensland, there would be no
delay whatsoever, and the interests of
Australia would be better served.

Mr. Kerr.]
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\Ir GrepsoN: You do not know much
bout the Arbitration Cour: when you say
tAleze are no delays.

Mr. KERR: Why cannot it be remedied?
It there are delars, they should be prevented.
The Sccretary for Public Lands gave an
instance of that the other nighr. He said
thar if the State Advances Lorporatlon were
delaying action, it had to be :topped If
delays are occurring in connection with the
Fedéral Arbitration Court, they should be
stopped.

Mr. GLEDSON: It

has been going on for
fifreen yea

5, and i3 not stopped vet

Mr. KERR: Let us be optimistic for a
change.

Now let us take the working hours in trades
connected with food and drinks—

Hours,
New South Wales 48.55
Victoria 47,14
Queensland 4443
Scuth Ausrralia ... 45.41
Western Australia 47.21
Tasmania . 47 Q4
There is a difference thme of thwe or four
hours, which means a (onqdemllo amount.

There again the Queensland emplovees work
the least number of hours during the weak.

Now let us take clothing, boots, etc. These
commodities are produced with the same
machinery and under the same conditions in
Queenzland asz in other parts of Australia,
yet we only produce 2 per cent. or 3 per cent.

=f the whole of our requirements. We are
importing the balance from the Southern
Hrates—
Hours.

New South Wales ... 44

Vietoria L. 4533

Queensland U A4

South Australia JUUR: At

Western Australia 44.36

Tasimania .. ... 46.29
That 1= to say the hours in New South

Wales, Queensland. and South Australia are
the same, the other States being a little
higher,

In the book and printing irade rnf\ weekly
e is as follows:—

£ oxd.
New South Wales ... 5 2 1
Victoria 5 4 7
Queensland 419 2
South Australia o419 2
Western Australia ... 5 10 10
Tasmania 418 8

Queensland is the lowest of any State in Aus-
tralia in this particular industrs, but I do
not want fo labour that fact. Y this stage
there is not as much time to go into the
question as one would like except in a general
way. However, the time is oppoltun(\ for
the Minister to state definitely what the
Government pronose to do in regard to the
overlapping of awards. The operation of
the Arbitration Act has had the cffect in
Queensland as well as in other parts of Aus-
tralia of not giving a man a sufhclent margin
of skill. The Act does not lay down a basis
of wage: it lays down the standard of living,
ard the w ages are worked out by that and
other means. The graduated scale of the
h}“he' craftsmen, such as moulders. fitters.
; s finishers, and pattern-makers, should be
h gher than it is. They are above the labourer
in smn, but under the Industrial Arbitration

[Mr. Kerr.
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Act they are not getting a sufficient allowance
for their skill. More e~poma11v is this 30 in the
Railway Department, which is in a deplorable
condition in that regard.

Mr. Diss: We shall have to allow members
of Parliament to appear as representatives in
the Arbitration Court.

Mr. KERR: I hope that members of Par-
liament will be permitted to act as advocates
in the court. The margin of skill allowed to-
day is totally insufficient.

The SECRETARY TOR PTUBLIC WORKS:
do vou think the margin should be?

Mr. KERR:

What

There should be something
in the Industrial Avbitration Act to give
a lead to the court. I know that the Mintster
will say that there is not enough power under
the Act to-day.

The SrerErary FOR PusLic Works: There
is no power under the Act to do thar.
Mr. KERR: The Act says—
“ The court shall be entitled to con-

sider the prosperity of the calling and
the value of an emploree’s labour to his
emplover in addition to the standard of

living.”
That iz definitely stated in section 8. sub-

section (B).
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Works: There

is another section with regard to the scale.

Mr. KERR : There js another section which
says that the court shall have power to make
an award with reference to a calling or call-

gs. Ii the power with regard to thn margin

skill is in the Aet, all 1T can say is that it
is not operative, )

The SECRETARY FOR PPUsLIc WORKS:
do wou think the margin should be?

Mr. KERR: It is not for me to say, but
I hold that the laying down of the margin
for unskilled men and not giving aufﬁcmnt
margin for skill has had a bad effect in
Quconland The hon. member for Ipswich,
who is keenly intercsted in the apprentice-
ship question, knows that it has had a bad
effect on the men on the lower rungs of the
ladder. Take a porter in the :Rd.ll“'il}' Depart-
ment, for instance, who is an unskiiled man.
He starts as an unskilled man, picked up
from no particular kind of work.

What

Mr. HyYNeES: No class of labour is un-
skilled.
Mr. KERR: That iz all right from a cer-

tain pomt of view, but not from the point
of view I am advocating. A porter gets
£821 per anaum, and he occu 11)105 the lowest
grade in the whole of the service. A night
officer must tearn telegraphy, station account:\,
working of trains, signalline. \huntmv and
other technical worL, and he gets L4 per
annum less than a porter. Aitﬂr a porier
has been in the service fifteen vears he may
become a station-master.

The SecRETsRY For PrBLIc WoRks: You
forgot to get this in on the Railway Estimates.

Mr. KERR: T am quoting this in passing,
as it is very apropos to the guestion of arbi-
tration. A station-master who has been in
the service fifteen vears has to know all about
shunting and checking work, and has the
whole control of a station, and he only gets
£14 2 vear more than the man who comes in
and acts as a porter. I could go on ad
infinitum in regard to this matrer, and quote



stat the other States.
A higher margin of is recognized in
some of the other States. The hon. member
for Ipswich will confirm my statement when
I say that one of the best things we could have
in Q@ueensland ro-day would be a branch of
the Federal Arbitration Court.

Mr. TIYNES:
responsibility.,

You are confusing skill with

Mr. KERR: T am not confusing skill with
responsibility.  If the hon. member had been
listening, he would have known that I said
that every man in the workshops has responsi-
bilitv  The question of margin of skill is a
most important one among the unions to-
day. Many supporters of mine are unionists
—men who have given a good deal of time in
the old country to learn a skilled trade—
and thev have been in Awstralia for fifteen
or twenty vears. After having scrved an
apprenticeship and paying money to learn
the trade of moulder., brass ftter. or some
other skilled crsft. thes are getting very
little more than is earned by what is known
as unskilled labour. This difficulty cxists to-
day, but it did not exist to such a large
extent pbefore this Government took office.

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIc WoRKS: What

new powers would you give to the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court?

Mr. KERR: The principles which existed
under the Act which was in force before this
Government tock office could very well be
applied to-day. The Commonwealth Court
of Conciliation and Arbitration has Federal
authority, and is clothed with sufficient power
to enforce its awards in Queensland. I would
like to know whether the arrangement pro-
posid at the Premiers’ Conference has pro-
gressed in any shape or form or whether
we are at a deadlock. Does the Premier
want tc rob the workers of the benefits of
the Queensland labour laws, or does he
want to rob them of the benefits they might
obtain under Federal administration? I say
the time is opportune when this big question
should receive more consideration from the

Government- and when this dual control
should cease,
Mr. SBIZER (Nandgatc): The question

raised by the hon. member for Enoggera
is worthy of more consideration than is given
to it. The operations of the Industrial

Arvintration Court largely affect
[9.3C p.n.] the progress of Queensland, and

it is with that in view that I want
to say something on the question. I am
not a believer in the system of fixed awards
as being the best system for obtaining indus-
trial efficiency that can be devised. I have
been and still am a believer in the tem
of making provision for a minimum wage,
that is, a wage givicg an adequate living
as preseribed by the ccurt: but T swant to see
a Getrer sysrem introduced. which will per-
mit of something in the nature of payment
by results. It would not be difficult to give
effect to it by arrangement with the court or
under the old wages board system, by which
both sides could arrive at some agreement.
Despite what may be said to the contrary,
I am convinced that most of the workers are
prepared and anxious to give a fair deal. I
say that undoubtedly in the majority of cases
they do that, but the conditions under which
they are working do not give them the bene-
fits to which they are entitled. I say that a
flat rate is not good. We have on the one
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hand to take into consideration that, if the
law lays down a fixed basis and everybody
complies with it, well and good; but, if it
is left to the discretion of the employers or
emplovees to decide whether they will comply
with it, it is merely a form, and no man will
do what the other fellow is not doing. I
want the power of the court increased so
that the judges. having prescribed a mini-
mum wage, will have power to make arrange-
ments between employers and employees by
which a system of bonuses or payment by
resultzs or profit sharing-—call it what you
will—can be introduced.

Mr. Giepsox: They have full power under
the Industrial Arbitration Act to do that

1OW.

My, SIZER: I do not think so. XNe
cncouragement has been given to them to
do it.

3Mr. Hyxes: The average employer will

keep the workers down to the dead level of
the minimum wage.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman is a
supporter of the Government.

Mr. Hyxes: I have had a good deal of
experience in Arbitration Court matters.

Mr. SIZER: I am aware of that. Just
vecentit 1 read a letter written by the hon.
gentleman ar one time in Mackay. That
jetter did not seem Yo give much encourage-
ment or incentive to anybody, though that
iz beside the point. Xoen. members on the
rther side are in a position to create an
incentive for workers. I am putting up this
rles because I believe that greater incentive
means greater means of production and pros-
perity. [ believe that the Government realise
that the time has arrived when they must
ey some attention, not only to primary
industries but also to the establishmens of
new secondary indusiries, The very life-
bleod of this question is wrapped up in the
Avbitration Court. believe that better
results could be obtained if we could arrive
at an adecuate basis for an equitable svstem
whereby men would receive an additional
remuneration over a cartain minimum. Such

system would be beneficial to everyone.
This is not an outrageous system. It is not
even a new system. It has been practised
in other parts of the world. The firms that
have adopted it are prosperous, and the
cmployees working under it are beiter off
than the emplorees on a flat rate. Why
hon. members opposite who have spent most
of their lives in the iudustrial ranks are
not prepared to move along those lines is
hevond me! Hon. members opposite can read
Lord Leverhulme’s book. No one can gain-
vav the fact that his men are working under
ideal conditiens and that they get adequate
and beneficial results from the profit-sharing
stem.  There is no question of the
uplorers sweating the emplovees in that
ines )

Mr. Hyyes: Where did Lever Brothers get
fieir millions from 17 it was not from the
sweat of the workers?

o

N

SIZER : If one was to argue on .lhat
Fin we would not get anywhere. No one
can sey that their workers are being sweated
in the true sense of sweating. There are no
had conditions resulting from this system
We can take many small illustrations of
wlhere the system has been in operation mors

1 successiully, largely due to the

or less
Mr. Sizer.}
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amicable arrangements cxisting between the
emnployers and employees. The system is well
vorthy of consideration, and it is well to
realise all its advantages. We could at least
make a start by bringing back the old wages
beards and making an honest endeavour—
which I believe can be done—by getting the
most  skilled employees and  practical
emplovers to assesz the value of an
employee’s labour. Why not incorporate that
spivit in our industrial conditions and give
ihe employees an opportunity of availing
themselves of it? Many of the employers
have machinery that is not working to its
fullest capacity, and, if the machinery is
not working to its fullest capacity, the
industry is losing money. [ maintain that,
in order to work it to its fullest capacity, it
is worth while for the employers to make
arrangements on the lines I have mentioned.
and 1t is worth whole for the employees to
work that machinery to its fullest capacity,
because they will have some incentive in a
monetary consideration. Whether men be
communistic or socialistic, the one propelling
power in this world is still that of the
pecuniary remuneration that one receives for
his labour. A person may be a Communist
in principle, but he 1s only communistic with
individualistic ideas because he hopes to gain
biy it. The more you can inculcate that idea
into the workmen and the industry, the
better we are going to be. I would like to
sec a trial made in the direction I have
indicated to give an incentive to the
emplovees to take.a further hold of the
industry, and in an amicable spirit give the
profit-sharing system a trial. I would like
to hear the opinions of hon. members oppo-
site on this question. I do not know why it
is they are always particularly silent in this
direction.
Mr. GLEDSON : Ask your leader.

Mr. SIZER: 1 am speaking to the hon.
wember at this moment.

Mr. GLEDSON : Ask your leader.

Mr. SIZER : I am sure he is not the hon.
member’s keeper. Surely he does not want
someone else to look after him? We must
realise that profit-sharing is an important
factor, and, if it was established successfully,
it would be a milestone, not only in regard fo
the prosperity of the individual but to
industry and the State. I cannot understand
the reticence of hon. members opposite about
discussing this matter and getting down to
a workable basis. It can be done and great
results achieved.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswick): 1 would not
have said anything on this vote but for the
remarks of the hon. members for Sandgate
and Enoggera, who accuse members on this
side of having nothing to say, or of knowing
nothing about arbitration. )

Mr. Kgrr: I did not say that. That is

ridiculous.

Mr. Swmer: I say distinctly that you have
had a lot of experience.

Mr. GLEDSON: Members on this side
of the House understand the question of
arbitration just as well as hon. members on
the other side.

Mr., S1izer: We realise that.

Mr. GLEDSON: I am pleased o see the
reduction in the vote, because it shows a
certain amount of decentralisation in regard

[Mr. Sizer.
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to the Court of Industrial Arbitration. The
reduction is purely a matter of travelling
expenses. I understand more of the work
of the Court is to be done by the Northern
judge and officials stationed in the Northern
centres, The Court of Industrial Arbitra-
tion was brought in to give workers engaged
in industry a fair deal, which they were not
able to get from the friends of hon. mem-
hers opposite before it came into being. The
proposal of the hon. member for Sandgate
simply means a reversion to the old system.

Mr. Sizer: No, no!

Mr. GLEDSON: Under that svstem the
employer would be able to arrange with some
of the girls and women in Brisbane to take
out so many blouses, skirts. and other gar-
ments and pay them at the rate of 2d. per
garment, or ld. per buttonhole. or some
such arrangement, and introduce a system
of sweating. We have had this phase of the
question thrashed out time after time, and
have shown where employers have been able
to induce unfortunate workers to take worlk
home on the piecework, profit-sharing, or
bonus system. I had thought that the old
sweating conditions had been done away
with, and that no man would dare to stand
on his feet and advocate a roturn to them.
Arbitration wes brought about solely for
the purpose ot giving the workers a fair
deal. although the workers have not yet got
all they are entitled to. We have only to
look at the position of arbitration to see for
ourselves whether the worker gets value or
a return for that which he produces by his
labour. The court does not do anything of
the kind. The court sets out to find out
how little a man, his wife. and three children
can exist upon. They give that to him and
say, ¢ Here you are; you go and exist on
that. You will not get any more.”

Mr. Krrr: Do vou advocate that Parlia-
ment should fix wages?

Mr. GLEDSON: I advocate that a man
should get the full result of his labour

Mr. Kerr: You will not answer the ques-
tion.

Mr. GLEDSON : An employee should not
receive, as the court lays down, merely what
is necessary for existence. The hon. member
for Enoggera advocated the abolition of the
court, and that we should bring in the
Federal Arbitration Court and let them deal
with matters in Queensland. Then the hon.
member went on to amplify his argument
and quote the hours. He said, ‘‘ They are
working forty-eight hours in New South
Wales, and only forty-four in Queensland.
How can we compete with New South
Wales?” And then he advocates an increase
of four hours a week for the workers of
Queensland.

Mr. Kerr: You forget the difference in
wages.

Mr. GLEDSON: Abolish the Arbitration
Court in Queensland ! Substitute the Federal
Arbitration Court! Accept the dictum that
they have laid down of forty-eight hours and
increase our working hours!

Mr. Kerr: I did not say anything ¢ the
kind. VYou are a twister.

Mr. GLEDSON : These are the hon. gen-
tlemen who get up and say they have got
unionists in- their electorates who support
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them and help to pur them into Parliament.
‘What for? To increase their hours by four
fiours a weelk !

Mr. KERR: I did nor sax that.
twister.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Ovder!

Mr. GLEDSON: Let us take some other
istatements in connpection with arbitration.

You are a

Mr. Kerr: I do not take much notice of

you. You are a born twister.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!
Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for

Enoggera indicates that he stands for the
skilled worker, the man with the big salary,
and claims that the unskilled labourer is
getting too much. Dees the labourer not
perform just as necessary work in Queens-
land or anywhere else as the skilled man?
He has made the skilled man. Take the
skilled man and find out where he would be
if it were not for the unskilled man. Take
the engine-driver. who is a skilled man.
What use would he be if yod had not the
navvy to lay down the track and keep it in
order? Yei hon. members opposite get up
and say that the labourer is getting too near
the skilled man—that he is receiving too
much.
Mr. KERR interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Ordes! If the hon.
member for Knoggera does not obey my
wall, I shall deal with him. "

Mr. GLEDSON: We have created an
Arbitration Court which has considered these
matters, and has fixed a basic wage which,
in my opinion is not sufficient to keep a
man, his wife and ‘“ kiddies > in this or any
other State. We have enabled men, after hard
work. to obtain through the Arbitration Court
a certaln percentage of additional wages
for the men engaged in skilled work; but
those skilled workers have only been enabled
to become skilled by the assistance of those
working with them. They are entitled to all
they get, but the labourer is also entitled to
anything that he gets. In fact he is
entitled to more than he gets. T hope that
the Arbitration Court of Queensland, so long
as it 1s of any benefit to our workers engaged
in our industries, will not be abolished, as
the hon. member for Enoggera desires, but
that it will keep going in its good work.

Mr. Kgrr: You know that I did not say
arything of the kind. Why don’t you tell
the truth? You are deliberately twisting
what I said. §

Mr. GLEDSON: I am going by the hon.
member’s statement that he hoped that the
Federal Court would take control of these
matters, and thai the Queensland Court
would be abolished.

Mr. Kerr: And replaced by the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court.

Mr. GLEDSON: We do not want the
Queensland Arbitration Court abolished, be-
cause it is the only Arbitration Court any-
where in Australia to which a man can get

expeditiously and which makes awards
expeditiously. The Federal Court does not
do so.

. The SECRETARY rOR Pueric Works: It takes
three years to get an award through the
Federal Court.

Mr. GLEDSON: As the Minister says, it
sometimes takes three vears, and I know of
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one case where it took almost four years
before an award was obtained from the
Federal Arbitration Court. This is the court
that members on the other side stand up for
and which ther say should take the place of
the court we are discussing to-night—a court
which, with all its faults, certainly has dealt
with cases expeditiously. We have been
able to get matters settled expeditiously,
bur whether they have been settled to our
satisfaction or not is a different matter. I
hope no notice will be taken of the hon,
member for Enoggera, and that nothing will
be done by this (Government to abolish the
Queensland Court or do anything in that
matter at all.

Mr. SIZER (Sandgate): 1 would not have
spoken again, but I refuse to allow the hon.
member for Ipswich deliberately to distort
my argument. He has become quite
renowned in this House for deliberately
attempting to mislead the Committee and
for distorting arguments.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in stating that any mem-
ber of the Committee deliberately misled
the Commiitee or distorted argument. If
the hon. member for Ipswich made any mis-
statement, the hon. member should have
risen at the time.

Mr. SIZER: I say that the trend of my
argument was distorted by the hon. member,
because never at any stage of my speech did
I advocate sweating. The hon. member
would be prepared to argue that way far
sooner than I, and I refuse to allow him to
misrepresent the views I have expressed.
The whole trend of the hon. member’s speech
shows clearly that the one concern of hon.
members opposite is to get into this Chamber
on the backs of the workers. They are afraid
to face the issue and solve the problem.
They want discontent to continue—they live
on it. Members on this side are anxious to
see reform. The hon. member for Ipswich
admitted that the Arbitration Court was not
giving satisfaction, yet he does not propose
to amend it. He proposes still to stick to
the flat rate, while we say there should
be a regulation as to a minimum wage and
for the prevention of sweating, as 1 men-
tioned distinctly, and in addition there
should be an opportunity for the workers in
any industry to obtain a reasonable propor-
tion of the wealth they create, and which hon.
members opposite spealkk so much about.
Would it not be far better, in the interests
of the people whom they represent, and
whom they allege they are so solicitious
about, and far better in their own interests
if, instead of making misleading statements
and distorting facts——

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
the hon. member to withdraw
ment.

Mr. SIZER: In deference to your wish I
shall have to withdraw it, but, when I put
forward an argument and the hon. member
accuses me of saying something entirely
different, and he continues to do so after
I have called attention to it, I can only come
to one conclusion.

Mr. Grepsox: You make statements, but
vou are not prepared to stand up to them.

Mr. SIZER : We are prepared fo stand up
to any statements we make. Unfortunately
we are not in a position of affluence. We

My, Sizer.]

I must ask
that state-
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have te work the same as hon. members be taken individually in that direction. The-
opposite, and we are anxious to get a reason- court hess no power to enforce an award

able return for our own labour, and we
naturally expect other people to be the same;
but we as legislators should use our intellig-
ence and attempt to improve the system in
order to get a better result, The system
which I advocate would give that better
result, and the workers would have nothing
to lose under that system. Their rights
would not be interfered with in any shape
or form. All I am asking is that the value
of their labour be assessed according to
quality, and that each worker be paid accord-
ing to the wealth he creates. The only solu-
tion offered to the workers by hon. members
opposite is something mythical-——communism
—and they tell the workers that they must
own the whole of the world, knowing full
well that the workers want no such thing.
Communism would bring about chaos and
would be detrimental to the workers and not
to their advantage. We cannot progress
along those lines, though I am prepared to
admit we have progressed under the Arbi-
tration Court. We should take advantage
of the experience we have had and bring
about a more amicable, more equitable, and
more scientific system of bringing about the
results which are necessary from the workers’
point of view and also from the industries’
point of view and the State’s point of view.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra): It is most
remarkable to hear the scntiments of the
hon. mombels opposite, especially after invit-
ing members on this side to gei up and

qpea]\ I would point out to the hon men-
ber for Sandgate that it was understood in
the early part of the evening that we should
adjourn at 8 o’clock.

Mr. S1zgr: Who understood that?

Mr. WINsTANLEY : Your leader.

Mr. Sizer: This is the first I have heard
of it

My, Wixet: : He knows all about it.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. DASH: I wish to point out that
we were honourable cnough to carry out the
undertaking, and that was the reason why
we refrained from speaking on this vote:
but, seeing that hon. members opposite wish
us to spoak, we have no objection to making
a few remarks.

It is most remarkable to hear the =peec‘ms
of hon. members opposite in connection with
the Arbitration Court. If they would study
the Federal Arbitration Act, they would
realisc the difficulties in connection with the
Federal Arbitration Court. Of course they
represent the employers, and it is always
their aim to delay action by the court as Iong
as tnoy possibly can, because the awards of
the Federal Arbitration Court are rarely
made retrospective. If they are, it is only in
isolated: cases, and then nenera]lv in the
intercsts of the employer. In connection with
the Federal Arbitration Court it is very diffi-
cult to get an award made under eighteen
months or two years. The procedure in filing
a claim in the court is very difficult. You
have to serve a copy of your claim on each
employer in an industry if you want to get
him bound by the award. The Federal Court
has also no power to enforce its awards. Thero
is no one appointed, as there is under the
Queensland Act, to see that the wages pre-
seribed by the court are paid. Action has to

[Mr. Sizer.

after ping the nnions waiting for eighteer
months or two yvears. Hon, members opposite
tallt about payment by results, and talk of
the berefits which were obtained under the
Wages Boards A(r We do not want to go-
back ¢ the hon. member for Wyrnnum
id wher was Treasurer for the State.
When & carters’ award was made at Rock-
hampton by the Wages Board he refused to
accent it If that is the system which hon.
members coposite want, 1 hope that they will
never ger nn the Tw@m;' benches to carry
it out. When it was left to the employers.
and the Wages Board to determine the
question of hours and conditions and the rate
of wages, what did we find? Even to-day
with our rstem of arbitration—which is the
best in Amrr lia at the present time—it is
neceseary for the court to insert in its awards
a food allowance for employees. Some of
the awards state the scale of rations or
ration allowance. This practically applies
to wealthy ypastoralists. and station-owners.
Then wo i ar hon. members opposite talking
about results, when we cannot even trust

r}‘e employers in those industries to fix the
scale of rations without going to the court
and putting up an argument as to why our
claim should be accepted. We have to force
evervthing out of them. Then

[10 snm.] there should be bathing accom-

modation for men working in

indust where it iz necessary for them to
have a bath after their dav’s work, and that
hax to be prescribed in an award, If pay-
ment by results is such a good thing, why

do we have o cnforce all these conditions
through the Arbitration Court? To listen
to hon. members opposite one would think

that thev would be falling over themselves
to wce that the workers got the conditions

which: we have had to ask the court to pre-
seribe in the awards. We had the hon. mem-
ber ‘for Enoggera getting very agitated
)

he said that the hours for certain
were shorter here than in the other
of the Commonwealth and the
ivors were sending their work to those
Btetes in consequence. If the hon.

Cth@

rrember for Enoggera wants to wipe out the
Arhitra*mu

(;(mrt

dr. DASH: The hon. member said he
wantedl the Ques ~n<land Couyt abolished. Did
he not nse the word * abolished 77 ?

Mr. Kenr: And a Federal Court substi-
rated, sitting in Queensland with a Queens-
tand judge.

Mr. DASH: What is the difference
between a Federal Avbitration Court judge
sitting in Queensland and a Queensland Arbi-
tration Clourt judge sitting here? When our
judges make an sward they take into con-
tideration the conditions of other States, I
have heve a cuiting from the ¢ North Queens-
land Register 7 of only a few days ago, con-
trastin the :01mmop~ operating in the pas-
toral industry prior to the institution of the
Industrial Arbitration Courts with those
which have existed since. The Baicaldine
ccrremondent of that paper wrote—

«When I eniered one of our banks
recently I ncticed a number of men wait
ing their turn to cash cheques, two sheds
at least having cut out on the previvus
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Saturday.  The men were all well
dressed and well groomed, and I kuow
they were not all married.

“ 1 could not help casting my mind
back forty vears or =0 ago., and mentally
contrasting the preseni-day shearer and
shed hand (alias ‘ rousie ') with what he
was in ‘the good cold days’ To-day he
lives in a different environment alto-
gether. To-day he is paid a good wage.
hence better clothes, better food, and
mentally and physically a better man all
round than he was vears ago, when he
received £1 per 100, and generally
rougling it.

I have in my mind's eye a shed I
visited over forty vears ago—one of the
largest and best on the Barcoo. The
whole place was fearfully cramped up,
and I should say insanitary. The huts
or sleeping quarters were of wood, iron,
and bark, some with bagging on the
earthen floor. Some of the men had
tents, and ‘ dossed ’ with some degree of
comfort, others were occupants of the

huts, and one could imagine °chats’
wer> plentiful.  One carried out his
ablutions by means of a basin stuck

between three sticks forming a tripod.
“ Meals were served in an annexe or
bough shed; the food was as rough as
the tin table utensils, but there was an
abundance of it. The men’s clothing was
rough—the best they could afford, prob-
ably, and when the shed cut out the
majority humped ¢ Matilda ’ to the near-
est township or to another shed. The
everings were spent in smoking, cards,
varning, for there were no reading-rooms
or schools of arts in those days. Then
unions were formed—first the shearers,
closely followed by the labourers; even-
tually all classes of labour, to be amalza-
mated into one great whole—the Austra-
lian Workers’ Union. The men’s condi-
tions rapidly improved; they had litera-
ture provided by schools of arts—news-
papers, magazines, books to improve ;he
mind, or the best of fiction; and they
physically, too, became better men.
“To-day_ the shed workers, shearers,
and general hands enjoy all the comforts
of a home, bar the ‘missis’; they have
their meals cleanly and well served upon
delf ; they have airy and roomy quarters,
a comfortable bed fitted with mattress,
sheets, and blankets, and when work
ceases for the day he can enjoy what he
can't often get in town—a shower bath.
Some have motor bikes or shares in a
car, and if they have neither, town cars
go out and bring the men into town, for
the shearer and shed hand do not walk
nowadays; thev can afford to ride.

“All this leads up to the splendid
entertainment got up at Isis Downs
jointly for the benefit of Isisford district
hospital and Blackall newly formed
ambulance. As is generally known, Isis
Downs shed is one of the largest and best
equipped in  Australia, and is fitted
throughout with electric light. Some
fort: shearers were engaged, and other
employees numbered about sixty. A
good sports programme was drawn up.
and a concert and dance was arranged
for the evening.”

These are the conditions that have been
secured by arbitration; yet we find hon.
members opposite prepared to argue that we

1923—4 z
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should wipe out arbitration in Queensland
and get back to the syvstem of payment by
results, The shearers in the old days were
paid by results. The results were what the
employers thought thev were entitled to.
Thev  could not stand up for anything,
because the emplovers said, ©“ These are the
conditions.  Take them or leave them.”
Thar was how the position was carried on.
Wo find in Quecensland to-day the matter of
serving a claim is a very urgent and neces-
sary one, when vou take into consideration
that you may be delayed for six months or
tviclve months before you can approach the
Federal Court. Is it not better for an
indusiry and for the employers and the
emplovees to have easy access to the court,
and be able to approach it when a dispute
arises?

The hon. member for Mirani made some
reference to the agreement entered into
between the Government and the Seamen’s
Union. As an old member of this Chamber,
he knows that the Queensland Arbitration
Court could not intervene on that occasion,
because the Seamen’s Union is registered
under the Federal Arbitration Court. At the
present time no application has been made
o the State Court to deal with the sea-
men’s case in any shape or form, and all
this talk about the agreement with the sea-
men doing away with arbitration is non-
sense. If the hon. member will look at
the Act, he will find that it is quite com-
petent for workmen in an industry to enter
mnto an agreement with their employer
without approaching the Arbitration Court.
The court has power, if 1t so desires, to
call a compulsory conference. We know
thar if a dispute arises in one State
a Federal Court judge cannot intervene,
even if it is a Federal dispute, until the
dispute extends beyond the limits of that
State. Hon. members can see why we do
not favour the wiping out of the State
Arbitration Court, and allowing the Federal
Arbitration Court to deal with these matters.
Anycne who has had any experience at all
krnows that it would be suicidal for Queens-
land to wipe out the State Court, and get
back to the same old system as was advo-
cated only a few months ago by the
Employers’ Federation—gloves off. and the
strongest man wins. We know what would
happen to-day if there were no Arbitration
Court, when we sce the large number of
unemployed looking for work in many of
the industries, Payment by results would
then be, * These are the wages; take them,
or hump your swag.” TUnfortunately that is
wkat hon. members opposite are advocating
to-day.

Mr. HYNES (Touwnsville): T must accept
the challenge issued by hon. members oppo-
site. They have interpreted our reticence to
mean ignorance of industrial matters.

Mr. Kerr: Not at all.

Mr. HYNES: Most hon. members on this
side have had a great deal of experience of
the operation of the Arbitration Court in
Queensiand, and we have also had a varied
experience of the operations of the Federal
Arbitration Court. I cerrainly would not
favour the suggestion of the hon member
for Enoggera that we should do away with
the State Arbitration Court and extend the
powers of the Federal Arbitration Court so
that it could deal Wwith all applications to an
Arbitration Court in Australia. We know
that there is a good deal of delay in getting

Myr. Hynes.]
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access to lhe TFederal Arbitration Court.
“‘We know that in the engine-drivers’ case
ithey were four years cndeavouring to get
access to the Federal Court. The wheels of
industry were stopped for several months on
many occasions, and hundreds of thousands
of pounds were lost by reason of the fact
that strike was Dbrought on because easy and
expeditious access to the Federal Arbitration
Court was not possible.
Mr. Krrr: Could not we get over that?

Mr. HYNIES: The method of approaching
the Arbitration Court in Queensland is
simplicity itself. It is as expeditious as it is
possible to make it.

Mr. KerR: Quite so.

Mr. HYNES: Any person can understand
the operations of the Act, and the assistance
of a member of the legal fraternity is
not required when redress of an industrial
grievance is desired. That is the reason why
I remind hon. members opposite that during
the time the Industrial Arbitration Act of
1916 has been operating we have had so much
industrial progress and peacs in this State.

Mr. KERR: And industrial unemployment,
+o0.

Mr. HYNES: T strongly oppose the aboli-
tion of the Queensland Court of Industrial
Arbitration and the extension of the powers
of the Federal Court to deal with State
marters. The hon, member for Mirani made
some disparaging reference about preference
to unienists through the Arbitration Courts.
The hon. member and persons associated with
him in the United {ane Growers Assocla-
tion of Australia passed a resolution endors-
ing the principle. Thexr favour compulsory
membership  of cane suppliers to sugar-
mills. HEven to-day their organisers are going
around the districts and using economic
pressure to compel suppliers of cane who are
not members of their organisation to become
members. One of their executive officers
said, “ It is high time we adopted the same
tactics and methods as a certain organisa-
tion”’—which the chairman will not allow
me to mention in this Chamber.

We have endeavoured through the Arbitra-
tion Court of Queensland to bring about an
amelioration of the condition of workers in
#his State. We have been able to stabilise
industry and bring about industrial peace
within the State. It has been a good policy
for the whole of the community. There is
no question about that. When I started out
organising the industrialists a number of years
ago the condition of the workers in Queens-
land was worse in many respects than in
the clder countries. I remember girls in a
district I was organising who worked in
the clothing trade industry for 15s. a week
and find themselves, although board in that
district cost £1 Bs. per week. :

Mr. KeErr: I know girls who are working
for 8s. a week now.

Mr. HYNES: The conditions of the
emplovees in the clothing trade in Queens-
land during the time the Tory predecessors
of the honourable members opposite were
the Government were as bad as they were in
England when Tom Ilood wrote his cele-
brated ‘“ Song of the Shirt.” Through the
instrumentality of the Arbitration Court and
the efforts exercised by this Government we
have been able to bring about a condition
of affairs which, although not the be-all and
end-all of our aspirations, has improved
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the position of the workers consiﬁde'raAbly and
given them the decent standard of living they
enjov to-day. I am not going to enumerate
instances. It is patent to hon. members
opposite and everyone else that the Arbitra-
tion Court has been a fine institution, not
only for the employees but for the employers
also. It has brought about an era of indus-
trial peace which was previously unknown in
this State and is still unknown in other
Srates. )

Mr. Kerr: There was more work and
better conditions before its establishment
than there is now.

Mr. HYNES: I have here a letter which
was written to the branch secretary of the
Australian Workers' Union, which supporis
my contention that it is absolutely necessary
to have every industry in the State covered
by an arbitration award. I must congratu-
late the Government upon extending the
scope of the Industrial Arbitration Act to
include rural industries.

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. HYNES: This letter was written by
an immigrant. I shall not read it, but any
hon. member may do so at his leisure. This
immigrant was enticed out to these shores
by the Tory Government of New South
Wales. He was sent to Coraki road, Tweed
Heads, at 255, a week and tucker, but the
person employing him deducted his fare and
other things from his wages. with the result
that the immigrant only received 10s. for five
weeks' work.

Mr. CoLriNs:

Mr. HYNES: If there had been an award
operating in that industry in that State, this
man’s interests would have been protected.
Now he is asking the organisation to take
up his case and fight it in the court, and in
all probability it will come before a bench
of local magistrates, who will not take a
very sympathetic view of his case.

Mr. Kere: How do you know that?

Mr. HYNES: I have had experience of
them.

I wish to compliment the Government upon
appointing a judge for the Northern Division
of Queensland. We who are living in Towns-
ville and north of Townsville have been sub-
jected to a great deal of trouble and delay
in regard to our Arbitration Court matters
by reason of the fact that we have had to
come to Brisbane and bring our witnesses
down when we desired to fix up awards and
deal with industrial grievances. Recently
the Government appointed Judge Douglas
as an acting judge of the Arbitration Courf
of Queensland. That is going to be most
beneficial to the people residing in the North.
Tt will mean that we shall be able to have
our cases heard more expeditiously and more
economically than has hitherto been the case.
I am of the opinion that the time has arrived
when a great deal more attention should be
given to industrial arbitration than is given
at the present time. I think that an Arbi-
tration Judge should be appointed for the
Northern Division to conduct Northern
matters. and to sit exclusively in the Arbitra-
tion Court, because I believe the work he
would have to do would warrant his appoint-
ment as 2 full-time judge of the Arbitration
Court.

T think
Courts in
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neglected.  For instance. a judge will fravel
out to Cloncurry to hear a case of cattle
stealing, and it will probably take ten or
twelve days to deal with that case. Vet often
e find that, on account of not having suffi-
cient judges on our Industrial Arbitration
Lourt bench, a case involving the living of
1,000 men 1is hung up for three or four
weeks. That should not be, and I commend
to the consideration of the Minister that he
should, as soon as possible, appoint a full-
time Industrial Court Judge for North
Queensland. This question has been thrashed
<threadbare by hon. members opposite, and
my reason for getting up was to demonstrate
that we on this side have taken a keen
interest in the operations of the Arbitration
Court in Queensland.

Question put and passed.

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY AND SCAFFOLDING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): I beg to
move—

“That £21,895 be granted for
¢ Inspection of Machinery and Scaffold-
ing.””

There is an increase in this vote, which is
nccounted for by the department taking over
the administration of the Weights and Mea-
sures Act.

Mr. MOORE (Awbigny): When the
Weights and Measures Bill was going through
the other day, the position of affairs seemed
to be so unsatisfactory under dual control
that we could get no reliable information
i regard to the various districts. Now that
the adminjstration of the Act is to be taken
over by the Department of Public Works
T would like to know whether the administra-
tion is going to be carried out in the same
manner as previously.

The Secrerary For PusLic Works: The
Chief Inspector is going into the whole
matter now and will shortly submit a report
to me. I think the tendency will be to
appoint inspectors in all divisions of the
Btate, who will be controlled by the depart-
ment.

Mr. MOORE : The position previously was
80 unsatisfactory that any change must be
for the better. It appears to me to be unfair
that the Chief Inspector. who will have to
reorganise the whole business, should remain
on the same salary. The department was
apparently so disorganised that no records
were kept.

The SecreTarY FOrR PusLic WorkS: When
the department is reorganised I will consider
the matter.

Mr. MOORE: It ought to be considered
when we are passing the Estimates.
Question put and passed.

LABOUR, FACTORIES, AND WORKERS
ACCOMMODATION.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): I beg
¢t move—

“ That £28,120 be granted for ¢ Labour,
Factories, and Workers’ Accommoda-
tion.” ”’

Question put and passed.
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THE GAS ACT OF 1816.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): I beg
to move—

“That £1.618 be granted for
Gas Act of 1916.7”

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): I would like to
turn to the Gas Act of 1916 and seek some
information from the Minister——

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoORkS: You
are not entitled to discuss the Gas Act under
this vote.

Mr. KERR: I am entitled to discuss the
administration of the Act, and, before I
discuss the administration of the Act, I
desire to quote section 11, which deals with
meters. The section reads—

““ No meter shall be issued for the use
of a consumer by a company until it has
been first tested and stamped by a gas
examiner in accordance with the regula-
tions.

¢ Within twelve months, or such
further time as the Mirister deems neces-
sary, after the commencement of this
Act every meter in use on the premises
of any consumer at the commencement
of this Act shall be so tested, and, if
found accurate, stamped.

¢“ All meters issued by a company and
in use shall be again tested, and, if
found accurate, restamped at intervals
of not more than seven years.

‘““ Al meters which, after testing, are
found to be inaccurate shall be removed
at the expense of the company.”

‘The

To my knowledge there has been a good deal
of trouble and worry to householders who
have gas meters installed, and there has been
much disagreement with regard to the amouit
charged for gas from time to time. House-
holders have found it difficult to reconcile
the amount charged for the gas supplied and
the amount which they allege they have con-
sumed in connection with gas stoves, light-
ing, or in eother ways. Although the meters
are alleged to be tested by the Government,
from the information I have received and the
inquiries I have made, it appears that the
meters in the metropolitan area are not
registering correctly. Out of 9,481 meters
examined in 1922, 1,172 meters were rejected
or found to be registering incorrectly.
Although I have made inquiries, I have not
been able to ascertain that the thonsands of
meters in the metropolitan area to-day have
been examined by the Government as
prescribed in the Act.

The SecreTaRY FoR PusLic Works: They
are being examined regularly. If you know
of any case where there is cause for com-
plaint, let us know about it and we will
investigate it immediately.

Mr. KERR: That is a wide statement.
The hon. gentleman knows that, when a
meter is placed in a house, the people are
not in a position to say whether it is regis-
tering correctly or not. )

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRks: If it is
registering incorrectly, we will have it
examined.

Mr. KERR: The time is opportune to dsal
with the many incorrect registerings which
are alleged to take place in connection with
these meters. In some instances where el=c-
tvic light has been installed to replace the

Mr. Kerr.]
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gas, the moter has registered practically the
same amount ner month as was charged
before the clecivie light was nl\railvo There
is inadequate examination in regard to these
meters. There arve only two meter examiners,
and they cannot do their work properly, and
perhaps the compiaines are justilied. Iwould
ask the Minister to have a test made of at
least 500 meters, to find out how many of
them sve registering incorrectly. I am not
going to say the gas companies are doing it
on purpose.
Mr. Corrins: Don’t start to apologise.

Mr. KERR: I am not apologising to any-
bedv. Tt may be that the meters are over-
registering or under-registering, but it is
time that some action was taken under the
legislation we have on the statute-book.

I notice that provision is made for pay-
ment of £150 to a gas referee. I would like
the Minister to indicate when next his Esti-
mates are before the Committee whether the
£250 which was voted last year was spent.

At 10.3C p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN said: Under the provi-
sions of Standing Order No, 307, I shall now
leave the chair and make my report to the
House.

The House resumed.
The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at 10.31 p.m.





