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TURSDAY, & OCTOBER, 1823,

The Seesxir (Hon. W.
ook the chair at 3.30 p.m.

Bertram, Maree)

RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

ASSENT.
The SPEAKER announced the receipt
from His Ixcellency the Governor of a

wessage conveying His Txcellency’s assent to
this Bill.

TPPER BURNETT AND CALLIDE LAXND
SETTLEMENT BILL.

ASSENT.
The SPREAKER announced the receipt
from His Excellency the Governor of a

message conveying His Excellency’s assent fo
this Bill.

AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT.
PrBLIc AcCcoUNTS.
The SPEAKER announced the receipt
from the Auditor-General of his report on

sthe public accounts for the financial year
1621.1922.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS :
Ordered to be printed.

Hear, hear!

QUESTIONS.

TRAVELLING HXPENSES OF SECRETARY FOR
AGRICTLTTRE.

Mr. CORSER (PBurnett) asked the Secre-
tary for Agriculture—

‘““ Referring to his statement of his
travelling expenscs for last financial year,
given in this House on Friday, 14th
instant, amounting to £859 11s. 5d., does
this amount represent his total e\pend1~
ture charged to the department for the
vear, and “does it include all his expendi-
ture so charged for motor-car and cab

hire? If not, what was such total
expenditure, and the expenditure on
motor and cab hire, respectively?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. W. N. Gillies, KEacham) replicd—
“The statement made by me on the
Agricultural FEstimates refers to and
includes the whole of my own personal
travelling expenses.

STeeESTED EXCAGEMENT oF DRr. BLwoon MEaD
170 Reporr ox Dawsox  IRRrIGATION
SCHEME.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor) asked the Chief
Secretary-—

“As it is reported that Dr. Elwood
Mead has been engaged in reporting on
irrigation schemes in New South Wales,
will the Government consider the advisa-
bility of endeavouring to sccure his
services to report in connection with the
Dawson Valley irrigation scheme?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
“Hon. W. N. Gillies, Zacham), in the
absence of the Premier (Hon. E. G. Theo-
dore, Chillagoe), 1ephed—

“No. It is understood Dr. Elwood
Mead has left Australia for Palestine.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions,

ProroseD CONFERENCE IN RE SUGAR
AGREEMENT.
Mr. BRAND
Secretary—
“1. Has
from the

(Burrum)

asked the Chiaf

recelved
canegrowers of the Mackay
district, through the TUnited Cane
Growers” Association, asking that a con-
ference be convened at Mackay, consist-
ing of growers, millers, workers, refiners,
flmtnoweb and consumers, bm"n repre-
senrative of all interests concernmed, for
the purpase of considering the advisable-
ness of entering into an “sconomic sugar
agreement for a period of ten years?

“2. If so, 1s there any intention of
convening such a conference?

any request been

¢ 3. Should the conference be convened
will he see that adequate representation
is provided for ihe fruitgrowers of this
State?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE,
in the absence of the Premier, replied—

“1 2, and 3. The matter is receiving
consideration.”

PavMENTS TO RAILWAY JEAMPLOYEES FOR
WorkiNG ON ELectioN Day.

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba)
the Secretary for Railways—

asked

1. What was the amount paid in
accordance with Order N 1623—(a) To
railway emplovees to whom holiday was
granted; (b) to railway employces who
were required to work?

“2 What was the number of railway
employees to whom a holiday was granted
on election day?

¢3, What was the number of railway
omplmeeq required to work on election
day?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Burgnda),
in the absence of the Secretary for Railways
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel), replied—

“ 1,2 and 3. The information is being
compiled.”

EXPENDITURE BY BRITISH-AUSTRALTAN COTTON
GROWING ASSOCIATION IN QUEENSLAND.

Mr. PETERSON
absence of AMr. Elghinstone (Ozley),
the Sccretary for Agriculture—

“1. What amount of capital has the
British-Australian Cotton Growing Asso-
ciation exprnded in Queensland as the
outcome of its agreement with the
Government?

“2 What further capital expenditure

does the association contemplate before
31st July. 19267

€3 1f he cannot furnish actual figures,
will he give his estimate under each
heading ?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) replied—

“1, 2, and 3. Inguiry will be made of
the British-Australian Cotton Associa-
tion, Limited.”

(Yormanby), in the
asked



Sugar Workers Etc., Bill.

Proumsiriox of RaToox (OTTON.

Mr. PETERSON (YNormanhy), without

sotice, asked the Secretary for Agriculture—

“ Has Cabinet taken into consideration

the request of the Certral Queensland

District Council of Agriculiure relative

to the proposed embargo agzainst .the
growing of ratoon cotton?

“ Would it be possible for the Govern-
ment to withdraw the Cotton Bill unril
such time as the matter has been
thoroughly investigated in England?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham) veplied—

“The Government have fully con-
sidered the question. Even if the Bill
is passed. there iz room for people to
make further representations.”

Reporr OF COMMISSIONER FOR TRADE.

Mr. KELSO (Yundal), without notice,
-asked the Secretary for Public Works—

“In view of the reply given to me
last week by the Secretary for Public
Works that the annual report of the
Commissioner for Trade would be tabled
within the time allowed by statute, 1
desire to ask when he will be prepared

to table such report?”’
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
‘{Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied—
“The report will be submitted within
the time mentioned in the statute. In
the schedule to the Act it is provided
that the report should be tabled on or
before the last day of October. The hon.
member for Nundah has a copy of the
statute in his hand. bur is apparently
not aware that the schedule was amended
three or four years ago, some time before

I came into office.”

JURY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
TuirD REsDING.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon, J.
Mullan, Flinder beg o move—

_“That the Bill be now rcad a third
time.”

Question put and passed.

LLOSER SETTLEMEXNT ACTSR
MENT BILL.
THIRD READING.
The SECRETARY FOR PURBLIC LANDS
{Hon. W. McCormack, Ceirng): I beg to
move—

¢ That the Bill
time.”

Question put and passed.

AMEND-

be now read a third

BUGAR WORKERS PERPETUAL LEASE
SELECTIONS BILL.
Discraree oF OrDER FOR THIRD READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. W. McCormack, Cuirns): 1 beg to
move—

“That this Order be discharged from
the paper, and the Bill be recommitted
for the purposc of amending clause 3;
and furthm that, when the Bill has been
reported. the thnd reading may be then
proceeded with.’

[2 OcTOBER.]
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When this Bill was before the Committee I
B.CCf‘DtLL]. an amendment moved by the leader
of the Opposition which had for its object
the allowing of a selecter on one of thrse
blocks to live in a township while performing
the residence conditions, but I have since
found that the insertion of the amendment
moved does not ac(’om])hsh that purpose. I
brought the matter under the notice of the
;allmmentmy Draftsman, and he has
drafted an amendment which definitely
accomplishes the purpose aimed at. It is
my intention to move the insertion of that
amendment in Committee.

Question put and passed.

RECOMMITTAL.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)

Clause 33— Provisions
applicable ’—

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): 1 beg to
move the omission, on lines 37 to 49, page 2.
of the words—

(¢) The selection shall be subject to
the condition of personal residence by
the selector for at least six months in
every year during the whole term, and
such” condition shall be performed by his
continuous bona fide personal residence
on the selection during such six months
at the least of every year; and the pro-
visions of the first paragraph of section
cighty-six of the principal Act shall not
apply, but the provisions of section
ninety-one thereof. excepting the proviso
to subsection two, shall otherwise
apply 7’—

of principul Act

with a view to inserting the following new
paragraph :—
 {¢) The selection shall be subject to
a condition that the selector shall him-
self bona fide personally reside on the
selection for at least six months continu-
ously in every vear during the whole
currency of the lease; p10v1ded that
while the selector Lun\elf bona fide per-
sonally resides upon and is himself bene-
ficially interested in any town. suburban,
or country land situated at a distance not
exceeding fifteen miles from the nearest
part of the selection. he shall for thse
purposes of this provision be deemed to
be himself personally bona fide residing
on the sclection.”
Amendment agreed to.
Clause, as further amended, put and passed.
The House resumed.
The CuaumMaN rteported the Bill with a
further amendment.

THIRD READING.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): 1 beg to

move

“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Question put and passed.

DAWSON VALLEY IRRIGATION
UNDERTAKING.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

{(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move—

“That vou do now leave the chair,

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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and the House resolve itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole to consider the
following resolution—That the House
approves of the proposed scheme for the
establishment of the Dawson Valley Trri-
gation Urdertaking.” )
My object in doing so is to take the discus-
sion in Committee. . It iz more satisfactory
to get a wider scope of discussion on the
matter, and we can arrange that hon. mem-
bers be reported in the first person. the
same as when the House is sitting. That is
usually dene on railway proposals, and it
will be a wore satisfactory method on this
not a great deal of

occasion.  There is
difference in the time allowed for discussion.

Hon. W. H. Banxes: It is twentv-five
minutes in  Committee as against forty
minutes in the House. Tach man will lose
fiftecn minutes.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
No. he is entitled to fifteen minutes, ten
minutes and ten minutes, but he has & much
wider scope in discussion in Committee,

Mr. RoBERTS: Twenty-ive minutes as
against forty minutes—fifteen minutes, five
minutes, and five minutes,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
If hon. members desire to proceed to dis-
cuss the matter at this stage it makes no
difference to me, and I will deliver my
speech at this stage. l

HoxourssLe MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
At the outset I desire to briefly refer to
irrigation in other countries. As hon. meni-
bers will know, irrigation projects have heen
established in almort every country in the
world. Here in Australia we have also some
very big Irrigation projects cstablished, and
I propose to refer briefly to these projects
in passing.

Originally the irrigation of land was car-
vied out in countri where there was
swampy land which was subject to periodical
flooding. Later on in some countries small
welrs were built and the water was diverted
on to low-lying country. Latterly the idea
of conserving water by impounding has sup-
plemented largely the original schemos for
using natural flowing water for irrigation.
I think there can be little gained by the
investigation of schemes on the other side
of the world. We have our own climatic
and geological conditions. consequently we
must denl with projects in Australia from
an _Australian  standnoint. I fnd from
reading the history of irrigation that there
is very little additional information to be
gained from it. As a matter of fact, our
Australian schemes, so far as they go, com-
pare more than favourably with schemes in
other countries of the world. In America
of course ther have some very fine irrigation
schemes,  California offers a very fne
example of the judicious use of water owing
to the high cost of conservation of water
high charges that are necessary because the
water is carried such an immense distance—
but. so far as the actual application of irri-
gation niethods are concerned. I think we
can_get all the information necessary by a
study of projects in our own country.

Mr. MoRrGaN: Are there many financial
successcs in irrigation in Australia?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Not vet. I hope the hon. member will read

[Hon, W. McCormack.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Irrigation Undertaking.

the Treasurer's speech on the second reading
cf the Irrigation Bill last year, which deals
with that aspect of the case, Australia has
not the natural advantages for irrigation that
some couvntries have, as we have very few
snow coversd  mountains  in  Australia.
Ifurther, we have heavy rains at one period
oi the vear, and we have long dry periods.

This compels some attention to the ques-
tion of irrigation. There is ample rainfall
in the bulk of the settled districts in Aus-
tralia, but it all falls in one portion of the
wear.  We have no snow storage, as they
have in other countries—there is practically
enly one place where there is any snow
storage in Australia—so we are compelled to
give attention to the only other available
method of the conservation of water for the
nrigation of the land by building weirs in
cur cxisting streams, and thus impounding
the water which is then available during the
dev poriods of the vear. We have in Aus-
tralia some big irrigation schemes on those
lines. Hon. members may say that some of
them have becn unprofitable, but I propose
t» show that the conditions governing them
—particularly the Murrumbidgee scheme—
and which make them unprofitable, perhaps
do not exist in connection with the Dawson
Vallov scheme.  That is oue of the out-
standing  factors which have rcceived the
attention of the Government, and have
enabled us to arrive at a decision to pro-
ceed swith this very important scheme.

The first application of irrigatien to
Queensland was on a small scale with the
artesian water in the pastoral industry. As
hon. menmbers krnow, a good deal of irriga-
rion, 1 for growing crops. but for stock
purposes, iz carried on in Western Queens-
fand under the sysiem of artesian bores. A
great portion of that part of the State would
be to-dav uninhabitable were it not for
artesian hores,

Ay, Moreax: That is not irvigation.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
It is. I wention it to lead the House up to
what I have 1o say later on, and to show
what a great benefit it is.  Even though in
that case the conservation of the water has
beenn a natural conservation, we have been
able to take advantage of it, with the result
that what otherwise would be one of the
least productive portions of the State is able
to carry on a profitable industry and create
great wealth. That is due to the fact that
irrigation in a small way is in operation
there. I know that that is only an illustra-
tion, but it shows the advantage that can
accrue to the countrv if water is available by
conservation, even it only for stock purposes.
This form of irrigation is purely for water-
ing stock. but it enables us to run millions
of sheep upon country which would otherwise
certainly be deserted in dry years.

The conservation of water could be success-
fully carried out in a number of places in
Qucensland. Their suitability for the purpose
is due to the low cost in damming large and
important rivers. The scheme under dis-
cussion will not require a great capital
outlay for the building of the dam. Indeed,
the capital cost will be small in comparison
with the enormous amount of water that will
be conserved. Nature has given us a narrow
gorge in a very rocky portion of the country
through which flows a large river from a big
catchment arca, and one of the outstanding
features of the Dawson Valley scheme is
that the construction of a weir 800 odd feet

=z
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long will back up what will be, I believe,
the largost conscrvation of water in the
world. That is a factor that will,
undeubtedly, make for the success of this
scheme.  Other schemes not impounding such
a large quantity of water have incurred
double the expense for their dams, I think
hon, members will realise that nature has
given us in the Dawson Valley a great
opportunity to dam up an immense quantity
of water for the use of man by irrigation.
This brings me to the scheme under discus-

sfon. I shall briefly give to the House an
outline "of what we proposed to do. The
scheme comprises a main storage dam,

situated in the Dawson River at what is
known as the Nathan Gorge. The dam will
impound something like 2,480,000-acre feet of
water. The water will be carried from the
dam by gravitation along the natural bed of
the river to what is known as Delusion Creek.
which i+ 27 miles further down the river than
the dam site.

Mr. Tavyror: Is that where the first irri-
gable land commences?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
No.  The jrrigable land commences below
that point. At Delusion Creek there will be
a welr built—as is shown in the pieture in
this Chamber—which will really impound the
water end raise it to such a height as will
enable it to run into channels and be carried
over the irrigation arca. From the weir at
Delusion Creek the water will be diverted by
main channels and lateral chanmels over the
whole area. That will be the commencement
of the irrigation area, which is divided into
several zomes extending  from that poing
right down the river. Castle Creek will
be about the contre zone of the settlement.
At the dam it is proposed to establish a
hydro-clectric plant, 1o be operated by the

water a: it comes from the sluices. The
power from {het plant will be supplied
over the whole of the arca. Most of the

arex will be frrigated by means of gravi-
tation, but to the higher avcas to be used
for stock purposes and to other adjacent
highe: levels the water will be pumped by
mealis of the cheap electric power at hand.
The cstimated cost of the proposal is
£1.968.600. The annual charge for mainten-
ance and management is estimated not to
exceed £41.300, and the amount proposed to
be set aside for interest and sinking fund is
£137.670 per annum. The detailed estimatoed
cost of the scheme is—

B

Construction of channels and
diztributories 650,000
Dant and structure 961,000
Hydro-electrie plant 127.000
Land resumptions 100,000
Administration 80,000
Contingencies 50.000
£1,968.000

We propose to spread the cost of this
scheme over a number of years. It is antiei-
pated that it will require something like six
years to complete the whole scheme, After
d}sousclm} “.']fh the Commissioner of Irriga-
tion, I give to the House the estimated cost
for each vear until the completion of the
whole scheme. The cost in 1923-24 will be
£200,000.

Hon. W. H. Barxgs: Will yvou be able to
compiete the scheme within the estimated
amount ?

{2 OcroBER.]
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4 p.m.]

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The hon. gentleman might as well ask me
whether this will happen or that will
happen. That is in the lap of the gods.

Hon. W. H. Parxes: It ought not to be
quite so.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
T am giviug the estimate of a highly quali-
ficd man, who is paid a high salary to give
that estimate—the estimates are not mine.
They are those of the Commissioner. Whether
he will exceed or keep within the estimate
is a contiugeney that is bevond my power to
foretell. Let us hope that the cost will be
L:low the estimate.

TTon. W. H. Barxes: Success depends so
largely on keeping within the cost.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I agree with the hon. member. The success
depands on the capitalisation. The danger
is over-capitalisation. Some of the other big
schemes that have been mentioned have been
over-capitalised, not only on the cost of con-
struction but on the value of the land in the
area, and these have made them unprofitable.
The estimated expenditure is as follows:—

£
1923-24 200,000
1924-25 300,000
1925-26 400,000
1926-27 300,000
1927-28 300,000
1928-29 300,000
192%-30 160,000
Making a total of . £1.960,000
Hon. W. H. Rarxes: Roughly spraking,

£2,000,000.

Thr SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Yes. voughly speaking, £2.000,000. The esti-
matod annual revenue when the whole scheme
is in operation is £211,500. The revenue is
made up as follows:—

e

Tand aund water rvates on the

irrigable arca f 200,0000

acres, at 20s. per acre ... 200,000
Lend and water rates on 200,000

acres for stock and domestic

supply, at ls. per acrc 10,000
Flectrical energv—sale of energy 1,000
(Crop waterings, 5,000 acres, at 2s.

per acre . 560
Total esiimated rovenue . £211,560

If {he scheme can be carried out at the cost
estimated and on the interest and redemp-
tion charges given in the previous table, it
will be a very profitable undertaking. The
water rat: is very low.

Mr. Moreix: One shilling an acre for
watering stock iz fairly bigh.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
That will be the cost of the water delivered.
The cost of conserving water on a grazing
selection amounts to a good deal of money.
The estimated area of good land available
suitable for irrigation purposes is 200,000
acres. There are 200,000 acres adjacent to
this good land suitable for grazing purposes.
Later on I will explain how the Commissioner
proposes to design this land so as to allow
people to have a small irrigable area with

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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o

narea of dry land attached which may be
sed for drr stock or dairving purposes in
eonjurction with the irrigation avea. The
value of the land Dbefore resumpticn is esti-
mqtvd at 102 per acre. This is an important

point. I want hon, members to r=alise that
it 15 onv of the features that make for
1

the success of the scheme. The present

value of the land is about 10s. per acre. The
same land, after resumption and the provision
of the works, it is estimated will have a value
of £12 per acre for the 200.000 acres of
irrigable land, and £2 an acre for the 200,000
acres suitable for stock and domestic pur-
poses, or a total value of £2.800.000. The
wvalue will be increased from 10s. per acre,
which is the value to-day, by the ecstablish-
ment of irrigation facilities to a valuc of
£2,800.000. If the estimate of the Commis-
stoner 13 correct, the proposition appears to
be quite sound. I intend to deal with the
land values at a later period, and I thercfore
will not deal with them now.

~Mr. Tavror: Will thers be much resump-
tion?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
No—very little resumption. The whole cost
of rezumption in the area will not be £100,000.
As a matter of fact, that is the value spread
over the area suitable for irrigation, which
makes the value to-day 10s. per acre. The
bulk of the area is Crown land, which is of
little or no value at the present time. It is
flooded country. useful encugh for grazing
purposes, but of little or no value for agri-
cultural purposes.

The original scheme approved by Parlia-
nment last session was for the cstablishment
of an irrigable area at Castle Creek. The
tdea was to establish this area and supply it
with water pumped from a local weir. 1
understand that there is 2 deep waterhole
at Castle Creek, and machinery has been
installed there, To-day the canals are being
dug: in fact, many of them are already
finished; and the whole scheme is bheing
brought to an carly conclusion in that ares
to give us an idea of the possibilities of the
larger scheme when the dam is built. I
understand that the whole sysiem of canals
will be built so that, when the bigger scheme
comes into operation, the water will be
diverted from the present pumping arrango-
ment into the larger scheme at very little,
if any, extra cost. I think 150 acres have
been cleared and grubbed. and the Commis-
sioner expects to have water on this area by
the end of this vear. That small scheme
should be ready for cultivation by the end of
this vear. It will probably be nine or ten
months in the new vear before the land is
rcady to receive the first settlers.

Quit> a large organisation has been built
up in that district. Tt is a big undertaking,
and it is in a difficult position at the present
time becausc of the lack of communication.
Transport has been a problem, and will con-
tinue to be a problem, in the construction of
the dam. I think the road to the main dam
will be from Juandah. That will be cheaper
than travelling up the Dawson Valley. At
Castle Creek twransport facilities have been
established for doing the work on the irriga-
tion area. A complete scheme is laid out
br the Commissioner for carrving out the
work, and quite a number of men are
emploved there at the present moment. The
scheme 1in that area will probably be an
object lesson, so that one part of the area

[Hon. W. McCormack.
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will

show what can be done on the other por-
tions

< the scheme develops.

The Commissioner proposes on his experi-
moental farm to show exactly what can be
grewn successfully on land in the Dawson
Valley area. One of the main difficulties
that “we have to overcome in all these
schemes is to find a suitable product—a suit-
able in:dnstry to engage in—and having
found that, secure a market for our pro-
duce. I understand that the Dawson Valley
area under irrigation is suitable for robacco-
growing, and 1t is suitable for cotton and
lucerne growing. There are many things
that may be tried, but the Commissioner
izforms me that he is more inclined to stick
to the necessaries of life—things that always
have a market—thar to engage in fruit
culture, or in the cultivation of any par-
ticular luxury for which the market is
destrored when the community suffers from
depression of one kind and arother.

HoxoURABLE MENMBERS : Hear, hear!
The SECRETARY FOR PUBI.IC LANDS:

No doubt there is a good deal of common
sense in that attitude. One of our troubles
has been the over-production of luxuries.
When the spending power of the community
i3 good, and while the people are making
monay, everything is all right. As soon as a
slump occurs, we have to face over-produc-
tion. The chief fault is lack of distribution.

Mz, Corrixs: Hear, heay!
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

However. I am not now going to deal with
organisation and distribution. There i3 less
danger in giving all our attention to the
production of a commodity that everyone
nceds than in attempting fo establish what
is known as a ‘‘ luxury »’ mdustry. The Com-
missioner is wise in his decision. He pro-
poses to confine his attention to commodities
for which there is a steady demand. If
tobacco can be successfully grown there

Mr. Perersox: Is that not a luxury?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
It is not, inasmuch as the consumption of
tobacco goes on whether conditions are good
or bad, T find that there is something like
£12.000,000 worth of tobacco annually
imported into Australia.

Mr. Fry: It would be better for the State
if it were grown here.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The tobacco companies have been endeavour-
ing recently to get people to grow tobacco,
and they have tried to assist those people.
One of the difficulties connected with Aus-
tralian-grown tobacco is that ocur producers
will net kiln-dry it. They insist upon dry-
ing the tobacco by matural processes, and
consequently lose their own market, If we
can grow tobacco successfully in the Dawson
Valles—and the Commission sserts that it
can be grown successfully—there is a market
immediately available for it without going
outside Australia.

Mr. Corrnixg: Has  the Commissioner
reckoned with the Tobacco Trust:

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I understand thai the Trust is willing to
purchase leaf so long as the growers dry it
under proper conditions. If the Commis-
sionier sets aside a certain arca for tobacco-
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growing on his experimental farm, he will
establish the necessary drying apparatus as
part of his undertaking, to show that
tobacco of good leaf can be grown in Aus-
tralia. Cuce that fact is established, we can
sec to it that we get the whole Australian
maiket by using cur protective tariff.

Mr. Moore: That was discussed years ago.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
At present the duty on tobacco is high, but
if we could approach the Federal Govern-
ment and prove that we can supply tobacco
of gnod leaf in Australia, thus making out a
, we should be able to sccure a

itive tariff to protect us against out-
side competition. The Commissioner assures
mea that the chief difficulty at present is the
curing of the tobacco. He says that we have
no scientific methods for curing tobacco in
Australia.

The Commissioner proposes to go in for
lamb-raising, and growing lucerne and feed-
ing it to stock. There is no doubt that
lucerne will grow splendidly on irrigated
land, and that it can be made a very profit-
able crop if fed in the proper wav to stock.

_ Mr. Prrersox: Nearly all of cur lucerne
13 imported at present.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
No doubt, during dry periods lucerne would
be a very profitable crop for sale, but it would
not be wise to build up an industry depend-
ing on drought conditions. There 1is no
doubt that during a drought it is possible to
get wonderful results through irrigation. I
will quote from the Sydner  Morning
Herald 7 of 23rd September last, 1o give an
idea of what a few acres of land can pro-
duce when irrigated—

¢TIt may be mentioned that durving the
1919-1925 drought, when millions of sheep
were lost and quantities of valuable and
high-pricad stud stock threatened with
extinction, this farmer, Mr. A. Purcell,
provided accommodation for no fewer
than 12700 head, including 200 high-
priced rams, on an area on his estate of
a few hundred acres, and fed them
successfully for ten months on lucerne
cut from 150 acres.

“ That 12.700 sheep may be fed on 150
acres of lucerne for ten mionths sounds
ineredible, but it is true.”

All the irrigated area can grow lucsrne, and
while it is useful to grow Jucerne for fodder
or for sale, still the success of the scheme
would be Dbetter-founded than if merely
dependert on drought conditions. The idea
is to grow these crops to be used in the area
for the production of sposial commodities,
and for the sale of those commodities in the
form of the manufactured articles. Other-
wise, when we had good times elsewhere, we
would have bad times on the Dawson Valley,
and the irrigated area would be useful only
when anvone clse was having bad times. 1t
is well known that fodder crops can be
grown successfully, and can be used for the
feeding of stock for dairy purposes. The
manufacture of butter and cheese and lamb-
raising will be very profitable industries.
No doubt some fruitgrowing will be done in
the area. and cotton-growing on small blocks
can also be successfully carried out. In
Egypt, the most valuable cotton crop is pro-
duced on irrigable land, which is watered
every three or four weeks. Better prices are
obtained for that type of cotton. In this
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area cotton has been grown succeszfully, and
if a small portion of cach farmer’s area is
set apart for cotton, it will give the farmer
a certaim refurn each year, as he will not
be dependent on rainfall. There is no doubt
that even with cotton there is going to be a
great deal of difficulty in Queen:land unless
seasons get better. The present scason is a
bad one, and the last season was not good,
and farmers now losc their cotton; if they
are on irrigated land, the prospects of a
fair return are good.

Mp. Corser: How many acres of irrigable
land will each farmer get?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I shall deal with that later on. Under the
Act passed last session large powers are con-
ferred upon the Commissioner. There is no
fccal authority in the area, and the Com-
missioner really acts as the governing body
for the whole of the area. He proposes to
cut the irrigable land into small areas—
in some places from 12 acres to 15 acres
and in other places a larger area—according
to the value of the land. If the settler is
to go in for intense cultivation, he does
not want a large area of land: but, if he
has a certain amount of irrigable land and
some ¢f the high land, and 1s going in for
mixed farming and requires land apart
from the irrigable plot to wun his dairy
stock, then he requires a little more land.
The whole area is to be designed with
duce regard to the value of the land. In this
imstance we want cultivation. There is no
provision mwade in the Act to compel culti-
vation. because the very essence of the
scheme is intense cultivation.

Mr. MooRE:
on that area.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
No one would supggest irricating land unless
it is going to be iniensely cultivated. The
farmer will be allowed to grow his own
crop-—no crop will be forced on him.

Mr. Moreax: That is something to be
thankful for.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
He will be guided in his activities by the
results of the work done on the experimental
plots. Quite a number of people from other
irrigation areas in Australia will come to
Queensland  to take up irrigation plots
because of the low capital value of the land,
and we shall have to use discretion in select-
ing the settlers for this arca. We do not
propose to open the area like ordinary land.
Qome capital is required, and capital will be
advanced hy the Commissioner.

Mr. Moreax: Experience ought to be
necessary. too.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Tes, it is intended as far as possible in the
first instance to get men who have carried’
on farming in the other States under irriga-
tion conditions. I understand Mr. Part-
ridge will have little difficulty in getting
quite a number of farmers who have been
under him in the other States to come to
the Dawson Vallev and settle on some of
these farms. We shall try to get these men
in the first instance, so that their work will
be an object lesson to other people who have
not had experience in irrigation culture.

Hon. W. H. Barxgs: What will be the
inducement for men to come from the other
States?

There is no getting out of it

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

What do you mean?

My, Roserrs: Why should men who are
already on irrigated Jand in the other States
come to Queensland?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The inducement will be that they can get
Jand here at a low capital value and water
supplied to that land by gravitation, whereas
to-day some of them are on land of a high
capital value per acre and it costs a large
ammount of money per acre to water that
land because the water has to be pumped
on to the land. I am only making that
statement for what it is worth, but we
intend to try and induce these men to come
to the area, and T must take the Commis-
sioner’s word for it when he says that quite
a number of people who are on irrigable
areas In the South have written to him
saying they are prepared to come to the
Dawson Valley and take up farms in the

area. They are coming on his recommenda-
tion.
Mr. Roperts: Will they get preference

over our own men?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The system of allotment in this instance
does not rest with the Department of Public
Lands; it is a matter for the Commissioner
and his officers. He intends to establish a
Board to deal with applicants on similar
lines to those on which the Land Settlement
Committee is dealing with applicants for
the Burnett land. Of course great power
has to be given to the Commissioner in an
undertaking such as this. TIn the other
States the Commissioners of Irrigation have
large powers, and we have to give the Com-
missioner that power, because somebody has
to be in charge of a scheme for the settle-
ment of an irrigation area. He proposes
to have this Board established consisting of
officers of his department and himself, and
this Board will select approved applicants.
When I say ‘ approved applicants” I take
it that he intends to select men who have
good credentials, men who he believes will
make successful farmers, and men who have
some capital with which to carry on when
they take up the land. He states that an
amount of £700 or £800 is necessary to
start a man on a block, and he proposes
that the man should have at least £350, the
balance to be provided through the Commis-
sioner in the form of an advance. He sug-
gests £350, as he thinks a man should have
enough to keep himself without looking
for sustenance during the first year of his
occupation of the land.

The whole success of the scheme lies in not
over-capitalising it at the outset—keeping
our costs as low as possible, and being able
to supply the farmers when they are on the
land with water at a cheap rate. Secondly,
they must be able to grow a crop that is
profitable and that is saleable. T think all
of these questions have been satisfactorily
answered. £2.000,000 is a very low figure to
get 200,000 acres under water when you con-
sider that in some of the Southern schemes
the conservation of water alone—the construec-
tion of the dam—has cost a great deal more
than the whole of our scheme will cost. Fur-
thermore, we must remember that in nearly
all the other settlements the land had a fairly
high capital value before the water was put
on to it, and that has to be added to the

[Hon. W. McCormack.
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settler’s capitalisation value. Tlere the land
belongs to the Crown, and we can give it at
a very low cost to the man who is going to
produce from it, and, if we can, in addition
to that, supply him with water at 20s. per
acre, then the scheme should have a fair
chance of success. There is no doubt, as
with all big schemes, that we shall have a
good deal of trouble. It is not going to be
all smooth sailing. It Is not going to be as
pretty as the picture. We all know that,
but we know also that sooncr or later Queens-
land must tackle the question of the con-
scrvation of water.

HoxovrasLe MeMBERS : Hear, hear!
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

We are going on year after year constructing
railways into the interior and building lines
even in the coastal districts through very poor
land, thus adding to our interest debt year
after year, and when a time comes like the
present there is disaster facing us. This is
continually occurring, more especially in
Queensland. There are places in Queensland,
other than the Dawson Valley, where water
can be conserved and where it will have to
be conserved. In this instance we have
Crown land, we have a good catchment area,
and we have an ideal situation for a dam.
The cost is not great, and surely it is due
to this country to give lrrigation a triall
Victoria has spent £12,000,000 or £14,000,000
on 1rrigation,
Mr. Epwarps: It has paid, too.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Scme schemes have not paid while others
have paid well. On the irrigation area at
Mildura I think about 12,000 acres produced
wealth of a value of £500.000 last year, and
on the Dawson Valley area there are 200,000
acres of irrigable land. Again I say Queens-
land must face the problem of water con-
servation. It would pay us to hold up
raillway construction and develop the land
that is now served by railways.

The conservation of water is one of the
directions in which money should be diverted
from railway construction, because we carry
deficits on our railways and we do not make
the country more productive. or in most
instances very little more productive, than it

was before the railway was con-
[4.30 p.m.] structed. But in an irrigation

scheme, constructed at a cost of
£2,000,000—and many of our sections of rail-
way cost £2,000.000—we have an opportunity
of testing a real method of saving our stock
and of cncouraging production in the dry
periods of the year. I can commend this
proposition, so far as I know it. to the Houre.
I admit that we have to go a good deal on
estimates, but we have appointed a man to
investigate this proposition thoroughly. He
states that it is a good one. and compares
more than favourably with any other proposi-
tion in the cother States. Ye ought to know,
as he has had cxperience. T believe it is a
reasonable thing for this State to try the
scheme. The railway is not a part of the
expenditure, but I would point out that the
railway in the Dawson Valler would have
been built in any case, and it ix much more
necessary mow to go on with the iriigation
scheme to make that line a payable propesi-
tion. Of course. there is a good length of
railway from Baralaba before we reach the
point where the good land starts. We intend
to build the line on to Castle ('reck—that is
absolutely necessary. I say that the expendi-
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ture of money in this dirvection will be a
much better asset than the building of further
doubtful railwvays mto dry districts. I’rob-
ably during the next three or four years we
shall have an opportunity of sceing whether
the larger scheme will be as successful as is
aﬂtlclput(‘d It may be argued that it would
be wiser to delay the bigger scheme until we
have tested the smaller scheme at Castle
Creek. That might appear a very good argu-
ment, but it requires 1n\estmat10n At first
vlance I was inclined to think that it might
be a good thing to see if the land included
in the scheme approved by Parliament last
session is as productive as was stated, and
if we can produce the things it was stated
could be produced. But since the Commis-
sioner has been here and has investigated
the whole scheme, he is very earnest about
proceeding with the bigger scheme. There
are two reasons for that, one of which is
that delay is dangerous, because I under-
stand that the whole of the irrigable land is
subject to periodical flooding. and the build-
ing of the dam will =af(wua1d that flooding.
I believe that, with the 01d1na1v rainfall, 1t
will take dpploxlmatelv five or six years to
fill the dam; so that. to delay the bigger
scheme until we see whether a model area
like Castle Creek is successful will be dan-
gerous, and may destroy the whole scheme.
Consequently the Government have decided
to complete the work at Castle Creek straight
away, and also to proceed with the main
scheme. T believe that it will take three or
four years to get a fair idea as to the success
of Castle Creek. The cost of the smaller
scheme will be greater than if used in con-
nection with the bigger scheme. If we go on
with the scheme and have a definite line of
policy, spending so much each year, there
will be a great reduction in cost. If we
delay the matter, it will increase the capital
cost and may eventuallv prevent the consum-
mation of the bigger scheme.

G. P. BARNES: You have not indicated
the llne‘i you intend following in connection
with town settlements, and so forth.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

One cannot deal with everything on a motion

like this, and I do not want to weary the
House.

OrrosiTion MEeMBERS: It is not wearying
the House.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
It is a technical subject in connection with
which one is speaking on behalf of somebody
else. I am the Minister in charge of the
political side of the matter, and it “would be
impertinence on my part to suggest that I
knew anything about irrigation or about the
method of ecarrying out the scheme I have
to depend on my technical advisers in that
matter. In deahno with a_question like this,
a Minister is really cbliged to give the
advice supplied to him bv the officer con-
cerned, who is a highly qualified man and
who has the necessary technical knowledge
for carrying out the undﬂztdkmq

There is just this to be said in conclusion:
I have stated that the Commissioner has
been given large powers. If we get the right
man on this job, it should mean success; if
we get the wrong man it may mean disaster.
The difficulty in all these big undertakings
is to get the right man. The powers given
to the Commissioner practically make him
an autocrat within the area. I am told that
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it is absolutely necessary for the establish-
ment of a successful nugat;on settlement to
have an autocrat within the avea to settle
disputes which may arise and do all things
necessary to bring it fo a successful conclu-
sion. M. Paltudve proposes, as soon as
possible after the settlement of the land, to
allow the farmers themsclves to establish
advisory boards.

OpposiTION MruBers: IHear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The Government also propose that all works
esiablished by the Commissioner at the outset
for the treatment of the various products.
though built by the State, shall revert to the
producers of the commodities in the particu-
lar areas as co-operative concerns. It is pro-
posed to allow such utilities as butter or
cheese factories or tobacco kilns to revert to
the suppliers, and to capitalise the cost of
the undertakings and allow the settlers later
on to work them co-operatively. As I said,
Mr. Partridge says that later on, when the
settlements arec established, he intends te
form small advisory boards of the farmers
to help him_ in the administration of the
different sections in the area.

Mr. KrLso:
free hand.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
He is to have an absolutely free hand. He
is to be an autocrat within that area—the
last Parliament gave him that power. Of
course, there is a provision in the Act which
makes him subject to the Minister, but he
will have complete control of the area in
doing all things necessary to make it a suc-
cessful settlement. The hon. member for
Warwick mentioned the matter of townships.
The Commissioner proposes to establish a
model town. Any hon. member who is inter-
ested can see the drawings in the Irrigation

Office.
Mr. They are on the table here.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
He proposes to establish a model town. and
there i3 much to commend the idea. I am
not one who likes to paint the lily, because
these things are all on paper. I am rather of
a practical turn of mind. I like to see things
actually, and not on paper. All the same, the
Commissioner has gone to a good deal of
trouble in this work, and anvone who likes to
go over the whole scheme will find in it evi-
dence of very careful consideration and very
fine imagination. He is to be commended for
his work up to date. Of course, as I said
before, whether he makes mistakes is in
the womb of the future. We have had some
bitter experience in the small irrigation
scheme in the Inkerman area, and I want to
obviate a repetition of what has happened
there. I want to be sure of the man; I
want to be sure of the undertaking. I want
to investigate every avenue it is possible for
me as political head to examine to be sure
that the man we have obtained and whom
the State is paying is the right man. T t
is my job. It is not my job to investiga
or criticise his work after he is anpomted
I am not competent to do that. The duty
of the Government or of the Minister in
these undertakings is to do at the outset
evervthing possible to secure the right man,
to choose the proper situation for the under-
taking. and to carry it out at as low a cost
ag possible. T hope that in the years to coms

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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costs will deerease somewhat, and that we
shall not be faced always with the enormous
expense in construction which has followed
the war.

Mr. G. P.
reappraisements?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The selections will be perpetual leaseholds,
and anvbody objecting to the Commissioner’s
decision may appeal to a police magistrate
constituted as a Land Court judge. That
is already provided for in the regulations
we have passed. I have not been able to
deal with the thousand and one incidentals
which may ecrop up in such a scheme as
this. I am trying to give all the informa-
tion that appears to me to be necessary
when asking Parliament to grant the money
involved. I admit that it is a large amount.
I admit also that the proposal is new,
and wo do not know whether it is going
to be a success. We hope it will be, and 1
am firmly convinced that the situation of
Queensland  and  her climatic conditions
necessitate a departure from our existing
methods.  If this departure is as successful
as we hope it will be, T am sure that it
will Dbe the forerunner of many such
schemes. If a number of these schemes could
be successfully cstablished in this State, the
fears of drought would be removed practi-
cally forever from the minds of the people,
because persons who have steck in dry arcas
would get great help during those periods
of stress from the enormous productivity
of these irrigated arveas. I commend the
matter t¢ the Flouse. and I move the motion
standing in my name.

Barxes: Will  there be

HoxotrarLe MeumBERS: Hear,

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): 1 have listened
with a very considerable amount of interest
to the speech of the Minister, who has well
said that this is the biggest project in the
way of water conservation and irrigation
that has ever been placed before the people
of Queensland. Anyone who has any know-
ledge of the meteorological conditions of
this State during the last fifteen or twenty
years can come to only one conclusion—that
the bounteous seasons which we had many
years ago have practically forsaken us and
their place. unfortunately, has been taken
by abnormally dry periods. I am quite satis-
ficd, from the outhne cf the scheme which
the Alinister has given us, that, if it is pos-
sible to irrigate the 200,000 acres of land
about which he told us this afternoon at
anything like the cost for which the Com-
missioner hopes to do it, the scheme must be
a success. On looking up the cost of various
irrigation schemes in other parts of the
Commonwealth, I find that the charges are
very much in excess of the estimate which
has besn prepared for the Minister by the
Commissioner.

hear!

If Queensland is going to produce any-
thing more than a few miles from the coast-
line, we must go in for extensive schemes of
irrigation. If we are not prepared to do
that the sooner we go out of agriculture
and dairring the better. Everybody knows
that probably never before in the history
of agriculture in this State—apart from our
sugar districts—were things in as deplorable
a condition as at present. It is up to us,
as the Minister said, to make a start with
irrigation projects.

[Hon. W. McCormack.
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If one studies the development along these
lines which has taken pldce in the other
States of the Commonwealth—and this is a
poiut to swhich I would like to draw parti-
cular aitention—he finds that they are very
much more favoured than we in Queensland
in the matter of rainfall, and that in scme
instances they have very fine rivers. There
is the Murray River. on the boundary line
between New South Wales and Victoria and
between  South  Australia and Victoria, a
magnificent stream of water which has been
an incaleulable benefit to those States. Un-
fortunately, we are not favoured to the same
degrea; nor have we storage of water in
the form of snow from the hills and moun-
tains which contributes very largely to the

success of an irvigation scheme.  But, not-
withstanding that quite a number of advan-
tages which exist in the other States are

denied to us., it is up to us to make the
very best use of what we have for the pur-
poses of water conservation, and this, I
take it, 1s an attempt to make the best use
of what is claimed to be an area eminently
suitable for irrigation purposes, for the rais-
ing of creps which will be of the greatest
benefit to the State, The raising of crops
itself involves a big question. Some people
talk about growing wheat. Hon. members
know my opinjion of wheatgrowing in Queens-
land. 1 believe that £4 an acre is as much
as you can cvpect on the average, and I
take it that on these irvigation areas we
shall have to do better than that if we want
people to go on them. Lucerne has been
mentioned. That is one of the finest crops
ve can grow, and one to which we should
give all the attention we can. We have
developed into a very large butter and cheese
producing State—Queensland is practically
the lavgest cheese- ploducmg State in the
Commonwealth. Lucerne is the very life-
blood of such an industry. and, therefore, we
must enicourage ite cultivation as much as we
can. What has been our experience during
the last eightecn months? i asked a ques-
tion the other day as to the amount of pro-
duce which was brought into Queensland by
rail through Wall dngal“ra~not by boat.

The rveply that I got was that during the
past eighteen months we had received 50,000
tons of fodder. That is enough to make the
angels weep. Tt is terrible to think that
fodder is pouring across the border into this
magnificent State.  The figure that T have
auoted does not take into “consideration the
fodder that is coming into this State by
boat. How long are we gmnrr to continue
thiz sort of thuw > It has been going on

for wears, th(»ugh certainly not to thr* SAMmE
extent as at the present time. VTor quite a
x.knll,(x of vrars we ‘c: co been drawing flOX’II

the other States sapplies of Lomn'ufh : of
which we were not able to produce sni‘f‘nort
for cur owm roquunm"l‘“ and of which we
ought to be producing quite a lot for the
local requir- ments.

The cultivation of cotton has been men-
tioned. There is a good deal of doubt in
many people’s minds as to how this crop is
going to wan out. The Minister stated that
during the past vear the cotton crop had
had a bad spin. That i= so. It is having a
bad spin just no: I believa, from what we
know of what has fal\on p]ace during the
last three vears, that. if we can irrigate the
tand in the Dawson Vallev, then the success
of the cotton crop is assured. I may be
wrong, but that is my opinion. We are
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backed up In regard to the cultivation of
cotton by men who know the business from
A to Z. Thev have studied it from every
point. and know iust exaectly what America
can do and what Egypt can do. They have
come to Queensland and have scen what
Queensland can do, and ther have realised
after inspection and with the knowledge that
they have gained of the quality of the cetton
that w» have been producing in Queensland
that thev have struck the right place. They
have backed that up by investing in Queens-
land £300,000 or £400,000 in order to estab-
lish that industry. If the irrigation scheme
is going to be a success—I fervently hope
that it will—I do not see why it should not
be a success—I have no doubt that in the
Dawson Valley area the cotton crop will be
one of the great crops which will be pro-
duced profitably in that area. We do not
want to go in for.a lot of fruitgrowing. I am
going to quote some figures to show what is
being done in regard to {ruitgrowing in
the other States. One of the troubles with
regard to fruitgrowing in Queensland is that
it is a perishable crop, and our climate
prevents it being kept for any length of time.
In Victoria, South Australia, and Western
Australia. where the climatic conditions are
more favourable, they can keep the fruit for
a longer period than we can m Queensland.
Our hot wcather prevents us from keeping
it nearly as well as thev can in the other
States. In connection with the packing of
fruit, Victorla and South Ausiralia have
really produced an article probably equal to
what can be produced in anv part of the
world. We want the Commissioner to make
up his mind that he will take all sorts of
care that it will not be fruitgrowing that the
settler will have to depend upon for his live-
lihood and to pay the interest bill in con-
nection with his home. The scheme is one
that should have the careful and thoughtful
attention of every hon. member. We are
committed to an immense expenditure of
money in connection with it, but I would
rather see £1,000,000 lost in a scheme such as
this than see the money lost in enterprises
which should never have been entered upon.
In connection with this scheme I would feel
that an attempt is being made to develop
the State on right and sound lines. We
know that in Victoria for quite a number of
years irrigation was practically a failure.

At 4.55 p.m.,

The CuarrMaN oF CoMMITTEES (Mr. Kirwan,
Brisbanr) took the chair as Deputy Speaker.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know whether
the men connected with it possessed the neces-

sary knowledge to make it a success. We
know that awav back in time Alfred
Deakin was sent as a Commissioner to

(falifornia to report on the irrigation works
in operation there. After he made his report
on his return quite a lot of money was spent
in irrigating a number of areas i Victoria.

have seen the channels which were con-
structed after Mr. Deakin’s return, and they
were as dry as the floor of this Chamber,
and I know that hardly any water ever
flowed in some of them. As a result of those
operations Victoria probably lost a few
million pounds in connecction with the initial
work of irrigation, but the State did not lose
heart because of that fact. They persevered
with the determination to make a success of
irrigation if it was at all possible. Although
probably they have not made a direct profit
in quite a number of the areas, through those
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vontures they are to-day able to supply the
other States with quite a lot of products
that are necessary to maintain those States.
[f it were not for the superabundance of the
produce which has been grown in Victoria in
particular, I do not know what kind of a
position some of the other States of the
Commonwealth would be in to-day. That
sucoess has been very largely attributable to.
the success of irrigation in that State. A
few days ago I was reading a number of the
‘“ Scienfific American”” which contained an
illustrated article in connection with the
Burrinjuck reservoir in New South Wales.
in commenting on irrigation in Australia,
although it did not in any way hold us up
to derision or anything of that kind, it cer- -
tainly pointed out that Australia, with its
terrific loss of sheep and cattle during many
drought periods which it had experienced,
had not carried out irrigation in a way that
one would have supposed Australia would
have carried out that work. We have trusted
to luck, we have trusted to the rainfall. We
have said, ** Wait till we get a wet season,
and get this, and get that.” We have never
made any serious attempt to irrigate any
portion of Queensland or Australia, The
Government now come forward with this
proposal to sce if it is not possible to trans-
form what are waste places in Queensland
to-day and make them productive areas.
The figures that were given this afternoon,
dealing with the added value to the land as

“the result of irrigation, are quite sufficient to

encourage us to go right ahead with the
project. Since I have been in this Chamber
I have never failed to realise the absolute
necessity for encouraging irrigation schemes.
I think the Minister was quite on sound
ground in his remarks with regard to rail-
way construction and 1rrigation works.
During the last few years it has been forced
on our minds that water conservation and
irrigation arc equal to, it not more important
than, railway construction in this State.
There is nothing more heartrending to a
man and his family than to be placed on land
in Queensland or any part of Australia and
delve year in and year out irying fo make a
living for himself, his wife, and family, and
then to find at the end of his year’s work
that there is nothing for him, and that he
owss a big debt to those who have carried
him on. That is the experience of quite a
number of settlers in Quecnsland to-day. The
Government have had to supply fodder to
probably hundreds of selectors during the
last few months. Unfortunately we cannot
see any sign of the Government being able
to cease supplying that fodder.

This is a big irrigation scheme which
commends itself to us, and we understand
that the location of the big dam is an ideal
one and that the great bulk of the water
to be used for the purpose of irrigation
will be taken over the area by means of
gravitation, I hope the Government will
uot stop at this scheme. There are quite a
number of smaller schemes in settled areas
at the present time which can be well
served. The cost, too, will not be anything
like £2,000,000—probably not more than
£500,000 or even £250,000. In looking through
“ Knibbs’s”’ figures we find quite a large
number of small areas in other parts of the
Commonwealth where irrigation schemes are
in progress at the present time. It does
not matter what the cost of water is to the
settler provided the productivity of the land
covers all these costs and leaves something

Mr. Taylor.}
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over. It is wonderful what land will carry
in the way of costs if water is supplied to it.
It is on the application of water judiciously
applied that success or otherwise of a crop
is practically assured.

I remember reading the discussion which
took place in Parliament last vear when
the Secretary for Railways quoted figures to

show that at Renmark in South Anstralia
and Mildura in Victoria, which
{5 pom.] bave heen developed under a

system  of intense culture and
practically are solely devoted to the growing,
drying, and processing of fruit. for which
they have secured a markcet overseas as well
as in Australia. the cost of supplying water
ran from £30 to £40 an acre. I do not
know whether those figures are correct or
not. but they seem to me enormous. and I
am inclined to think that there must surely be
something wrong with them, because the
Minister then mentioned that the fruit har.
vested from 13,000 acres at Mildura amounted
to $£1,238,373. That is equal to a gross
return of £95 an acre. As a set-off against
that the Minister quoted the figures for Ren-
mark, and said that 5364 acres were irrigated
and the value of the crop for 1920 was
£235,000. That works out at £43 per acre.
If the grower had to pay even £30 an acre
for water to irrigate fruit lands and he only
received a grosyz return of £43 an acre, 1
reckon that he would be on the wrong side
of the ledger because of the cost of nicking,
cultivation, and one thing and another. The
Minister told us that the cost of distributing
the water over the Dawson Valley area
will be only £1 an acre. 1 could not help
thinking that £1 an acre is a very low price
indeed for the distribution of water on this
area. As I said when I commenced my
speech, if the distribution of water is only
going to cost £1 an acre, the Minister need
not lose any sleep whatever in wondering
whether the undertaking will be a success or
a failure. I cannot see how it is going to
be a failure if that is what water is going
to cost. The scheme provides for a tem-
porary dam at Castle (reek, 53 miles from
Baralaba, in addition to the dam at Delu-
sion C'reek. The dam at Castle Creck will
make pr0\1<10n for the 1r1mat10n of 5,000
acres. That is the first place in which an
m_peument is to be tried. In addition to the
dam at Castle (veck and the dam at Delusion
Creck there will be a big dam at Nathan's
Gorge.  The Minister stated that this will
make a further 200.000 acres available for
irrigation, and the Department of Public
Lands estimates that ultimatelr over
300.000 acres will be available fm irrigation
purposes at an estimated cost of £2. 000.000.
The O\tln‘ldf(‘d capacity of the dam. I under-
stand. is somewhere about 2.480.000 acre feet
of water. Whilst T am speaking on this
matter I would like to say that the first
irrigation schemc which operated in Vie-
torie was about 1887, when Chaffev Brothers
came from America. and went into that
Mildura conntry. They were really the
nioneers of irrication in Australia. Although
they did not do well out of it themselves,
they were men of great determination and
very fine men. 'Uwo' worked enthusiastically
and put all the energy they possibly could
into this area at Mildura. with the result
that it is the success we know it to bhe to-day.
The Victorian ¢ Year Book” tells us that
the arvea under irrigated culture in Victoria in
1921-22 for all kinde of crops was 287.907
acres, being an increase of 5,373 acres on the

[Mr. Taylor.
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area irrigated in the previous vear. and
10.233 acres above the average for the
previeus four yvears. Then the ** Year Book

states what tie irrigated areas are carrying
in crops. I find that in 1919.20 there were
76.810 acres under cereals, and in 1971-22
the area had fallen to 25.039 acres.

Mr. MorGaN:
ceveal crops.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is quite evident from
figurcs such as thesc that it does not. Those
are the figures after some years of growing
cercals urde irrigation in Victoria. We
find that in 1918-19 64.181 acres of lucerne
were under irrigation in Victoria, and those
figures had grown in 1921-22 to 82.000 acres,

It does not pay to irrigate

~howmﬂ that they realise that lucerne is a
better proposition for irrigation purposes
than cereals. Then, in 1918- 19 under vines

there were 38.260 acres irri-
gated, while last year the area was 55.601
acres. The result has been that Victoria
has grown more fruit than it has been able
to consume and process, besides supplying the
other States. In Queensland I do not believe
that we grow or process enough citrus fruits.

There is a line of shredded marmalade
that comes into this country from Scotland.

and orchards,

Just imagine that! We have to bring
shredded marmalade from Scotland made
from oranges grown in Spain! It shows

plainly that we do not realise the impors
ance of supplying ourselves with cuite a lot
of commedities which we are quite capable
of producing locally. I think we can grow
a great deal more of citrus fruits. and we
should certainly process more than we are
now doing.

I shall quote some figures with regard to

Mildura, just to show what can be done
under a system of irrigation and close
settlement.

The population of Mildura in 1891, accord-
ing to the census, was 2.321. In 1896, five
vears afterwards, it had dropped to 2,000.
In 1901 it had grown to 3.325, and in 1911
had advanced to 6.119. In 1914, the year
of the outbreak of war. it had grown to
7.250. TIn 1916 to 8.000, in 1917 tc 8,250, in
1919 to §,000. in 1920 to 11,500, and accord-
ing to the 1921 census the population then
had grown to 13.183 persons. From 2,321
in 1891 to 13,183 in 1921!

That shows that the settlement has been a
success, because the growth of population, with
one exception, has been steady right from
the time the irrigation works were started

there. The same can be said with regard
to Renmark. which I uunderstand iz a very
much =maller area, the population being

about 4,000 persons.

Before finishing, I should like to quote a
few move remarks from the Commonwealth
“ Official Year Book " for 1921-1922—

“ Australia’s first experiments in irri-
gation were made with the object of
bringing under cultivation areas in which
an mad(‘quate rainfall vendered agricul-
tural and even pastoral occupatxons pre-
carious and intermittent, and although
these original settlements have for the
most part proved fairly successful. most
of the States, instead of promoting new
settlements in wunoccupied regions, are
adopting the pollcy oF making existing
settlement closer.”

It then gives a Hst of the various settlements
in the whole cf the States.
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Then we come to see what has been done
in New South Wales in the matter of irriga-
tion. There is the Murrumbidgee scheme,
which embraces what is known as the Burrin-
juck dam. Then they have established irri-
gation settlements at Curlwaa. near Went-
worth, and one at Hay. The Curlwaa irriga-
tion consists of 10,600 acres, and the Hay
irrigation area of about 4,500 acres, which
previous to 1913 was controlled by a_trust.
It is in a dry portion of New South Wales,

_similar to a number of our dry areas in
Queensland.  Then they have the Murray
River irrigation scheme and the tremendous
Funie reservoir. to which New South
Wales, Victoria, and South Australia are
each contributing somewhere about £1,250.000
or £1.500,000. and the Commonwealth is con-
tributing £1.000,000—I know that the con-
tributions from each of the States exceeds
that of the Commonwealth. The total cost
of this reservoir will run into probably
£5,000,000 or £6,000.000, which shows that
they are not afraid of big things there.

It is the day for big things to be done
in Queensland. We have to get out of the
rut of acting in a small way, and we must
visualise, not only what it is necessary to
ccarry on to-dav, but what Queensland is
‘going to be in fifty or a hundred years. We
must legislate in such a way that those who
are coming after us will admit that we
have not neglected our opportunities of
making the State of Queensland not only
habitable and profitable to ourselves, but
have made it habitable and profitable for
those who follow us.

With regard to Victoria, we are told in
the Commonwealth ‘¢ Official Year Book.”
that the Goulburn is the largest of Victoria’s
irrigation enterprises. It serves, either for
irrigatiorn. or aomestic and stock purposes,
868,000 acres of land in the vallevs of the
Goulburn, Campaspe, and Loddon Rivers.

It is constructed of conecrete masonry, and
a full description is given in the Common-
wealth “ Official Year Book.”” Then we have
the Cohuna, Gannawarra, Koondrook, and
Swan Hill schemes. The whole of these
schemes are in the wheat belt. I do not
know exactly the cost of distributing water
iu these areas. Regarding the Nyah irriga-
tion area, the Commonwealth “* Official Year
‘Book 7’ says

“This area was occupied in 1894 under
village settlement conditions, settlers
being allowed up to 50 acres each. Indi-
vidual attempts at irrigation having
proved unsuccessful, a Government scheme
was prepared for the whole settlement.
A number of settiers surrendered portion
of their holdings which were too large
for their effective working, and these
portions. with adjacent Crown lands,
were resubdivided and made availuble
under the Murray Settlement Acts, 1907,

on easy terms.”

“The agreeable part is that after being sub-
divided into 208 holdings, with an average of
17 acres, 200 have been settled. The seftlers
include fifty-seven discharged soldiers—
““The channels have been extended to
the soldiers’ holdings, and an additional
pumping plant erected to meet the
increased demand for water. . Water
rights are apportioned to these holdings
on the basis of 25 acre feet of water for
each irrigable area. and the compulsory
charge is at present 16s. per acre foot of
such water rights. The land is devoted
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mainly to vineyards and orchards. and

the settlers, taken as a whole, are making

good progress.”
That shows just exactly what can be done.
{ike the Sccretary for Public Lands, I am
not going to paint a lo? of fancy pictures.
{ like the real thing. and I certainly think
that, if we saw sowme of those Southern
settlements, we should see the real thing.
[ hope that it wiil not be very long before
wo shall have the real thing in Queensland.
I think that the schemc we are considering
to-day will be the success we hope it will be,
because the wealth of the State depends
upon irrigation and water conservation,
which we must provide for if we are to hold
our own as one of the foremost States of the
Commonwealth.

Mr. PETERSON (Yormunby): 1 am sure
that no one can feel more pleased than
myself with the proposal before the House,
becauss=, after advocating for a number of
vears this gigantic scheme, I am now seeing
be fruition of my advocacy. The Secretary
for Public L.ands deserves the thanks of the
community for taking upon himself the intro-
duction of the proposal which is, I believe,
one of the most important that has ever
come under the notice of the House.

We have heard a great deal from time to
time about the loss that this State has sus-
tained through dry seasons. 1 have heard
those arguments until I am sick of them. I
have been one of the school who believe that
there is only one hope for the man on the
land in Queensland, and that is through the
channels of water conservation and irriga-
tion. The reason why I came to this conclu-
sion is that for the past twenty-five years
our seasons have varied considerably. Unfor-
tunately, the meteorological reports show
clearly that we have lost to a considerable
degree the rainfall to which we had been
accustomed. I can remember that when I
was quite a lad we had regularly in the
Central district of Queensland February
rains. That went on from year to year, and
it was a rare thing for a drought to take
place.

To-day the verv reverse is the case. Instead
of steady rainfalls at stated periods we have
droughts. and. in view of the fact that
Queensland to-day is importing large quanti-
ties of produce from the Southern States. it
is in the interests of Queensland that this
proposal should be supported. The Minister
pointed out clearly that the success of the
scheme depends upon the cost at which water
can be supplied to the settler, and I hope
the cxperience of the Inkerman irrigation
scheme will not be repeated. I happen to be
member for the district in which this schere
is to be carried out, and I am suve, if the
Minister has his way, the Inkerman business
will not be repcated there. Although the
Minister may delegate to the Commissioner
the sole control of the area, it is a case of
God help the poor unfortunate settler when
things go wrong, because he is the man who
has to foot the bill, and, as the hon. member
for Bowen knows, the member for the dis-
triet has to feot the bill politically. Gene-
rallv speaking. the member for the district
is= the one the settler can get his boot into
first, He cannot get at the Commis.signer,
and sometimes be cannot get at the Minister,
but they can all get at their own member.
Towever, if the Minister carvies out th}s
proposal in the way he has announced this
afternoon. I do not see that it can’ be other

My, Peterson.]
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than a gigantic suceess. The enhanced value
of the land alone will more than compensate
for the £2,000,00C which it is said this scheme
is going to cost. As the Minister said. it is
not only necessary to provide water, but it
is also necessary to grow a product for which
we can obtain a market. Unfortunately, the
conditions to-day are such that, if we were
to produce mors butter and cheese than we
are doing to-dav, we would have a difficulty
in selling it. The Minister forestalled argu-
ment in that respect by pointing out that it
is proposed to go in for tobaceo and lucerne
growing. I think these two crops can be
successfully grown on the Dawson Valley
area. You have there a very deep loamy
s0il, which must spell success as far as
lucerne-growing is concerned. At the present
moment, as the leader of the Opposition
pointed out, Queensland is importing thous-
ands of tons of fodder from the Southern
States. On this area we shall be able to
grow all the fodder that is required in
Queensland for many years to come., and
even from that standpoint we have nothing
to fear. Seeing the Minister is so desirous
of keeping the cost to the settlers as low as
possible, why is it that the Government have
commenced the construction of the Baralaba-
Castle Creck Railway, and ar the same time
are going on with the Castle Creek scheme?
Does the hon. gentleman know what is
occurring there? There are thousands of
pounds being lost in connection with haulage.
I am only trying to assist the Minister to
keep costs down. At the present time there
is a large number of teamsters and a number
of motor-cars employed in conveying material
and all the paraphernalia required for a
great work like that from Rannes to the dam
site on (astle Creek. All this material
has to be carted about 60 miles. Thousands
of pounds will be spent on cartage when the
Government should have had the railway
constructed to Castle Creek before starting
the dam. There is a tremendous amount of
traffic on that road at the present time.

The Srcretary For Pousuic Laxns: The
material for the construction of the main
dam will not go over that line.

Mr. PETERSON: I have been up there
several times recently, and there is a con-
siderable amount of traffic, and, if the hon.
gentleman wanted to keep costs down, instead
of paying £5 or £7 a ton to convey material
from Rannes to the dam site, he could have
run the railway down and carried that
material for absut Ts. or 8s. a ton. I cannot
understand why the railway was held back
and the other work proceeded with first.
Tt is rather puiting the cart before the horse.
I hope the Minister will do everything he
can to have that rallway expedited to the
fullest possible extent, seeing he is anxious
to keep costs down.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic Laxps: The
establishment of a motor-lorry service has
reduced the cost by 50 per cent.

Mr. PETERSON: No doubt every
cconomy has been practised in that direction,
but I want to know why the Baralaba-Castle
Creek Ratlwayv is not being pushed on faster
than it is, seeing there are no engineering
difficulties. so that the Government eould
got the whole of the material down there
promptly. Wait till the wet scason strikes
some of these motor-lorries on the Banana
road

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
VM. Peterson.
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Mr. PETERSON: The Minster stated
that he was endeavouring to keep costs
down as low as possible. and I incidentally
wish to point out that he is not going to
reduce costs by carting his material in motor-
lorries instead of on the railway.

The Secretary FOR Pusric Laxps: The
coit of cartage has been reduced from £5 to
30s. a ton.

AMr. PETERSON: If that is so there is
very little to complain about, and I am very
glad to hear it.

When I advocated the Dawson Valley irri-
gation scheme about four years ago, the
scheme was ridiculed by certain leading
gentlemen opposite.

Mr. Corrixs: We supported it.
Mr. PETERSON: Some of you did. I

remember the hon. member for Bowen did.
I can remember that the report of Mr.
Crowley was distinetly in favour, not only
of the Dawson Valley irrigation scheme, but
of other irrigation schemes in Queensland,
but immediately I advocated the construc-
tion of the Dawson Valley scheme Mr.
Fihelly, the then Treasurer, issued a report
thoroughly condemning it. But time has
told its own tale. More competent men have
come on to the scene, and gentlemen who
have had previous experience in irrigation
works have reported favourably on the
scheme, and I trust their anticipations will
become accomplished facts, and that Queens-
land will be given a greater push forward
than she has had under any scheme up to
the present. This schemse is going to be of
great benefit to Queensland, because it is
going to save thousands of acres of land
from the pear menace. The members of the
Public Works Commission who travelled
through that district must have been appalled
at the rate at which the pear is ravaging
the whole of that area, and it is only a
matter of time, if we do not take time by
the forelock, when the whole of these lands
will be lost.

The SecreETARY FOR PubLic Laxps: That is
a certainty.

At 5.28 p.m.,
The SrEakrr resumed the chair.
Mr. PETERSON: The Minister Lknows

from his experience what a menace it is,
and consequently if nothing is grown at all
as a result of these irrigation works the
money will be well spent, as the cost of con-
struction will be more than covered by the
value of the land saved from this menace.
1 trust the House will accord its support to
this proposal. As member for the district
I am very pleased to sce it brought forward,
and I am of the opinion that, if the works
are efficiently controlled and sympathetically
administered, the scheme cunnot be other
than a great success; and I hope the people
who will be settled on the area will be a
class of settler who will spell success from
the start. A lot will depend upon the class
of sattler going to the area, and I hope the
Commissioner will meet with success in his
selection, I feel sure that the Minister’s
prognostications will be borne out, and that
this Legislature will never regret having
voted for this proposal.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): This scheme
involves a  considerable _cost—namely,
£1,968,000. Its success depends in one par-

ticular on the Commissioner of Irrigation.
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I his scheme is anywhere within the esti-
mate, it looks as if the proposition is going
to be a fairly cheap one, in view
{5.30 p.m.] of the possibility of opening the
amount of land 1in irrigable areas
that is proposed under the scheme. But to
take another feature of this proposition, when
the Dawson Valley Railway to open up this
irrigation scheme was befme us, I raised the
pomt which probably is foremost to-day—
that 15, as to “hat we are going to grow on
these areas. It is preposed that we cut up
the irrigable land into 12-acre blocks. I
have not heard any suggestion as to what is
a valuable c¢rop to grow under intense culti-
vation other than that tobacce might be
grown in the area. It secems curious to me
that the Minister suggested tobacco, as he
‘has no previous experience to guide him.
The SkcrETARY FOR PUTBLIC Lanpg: You do
mot blame me?

Mr. CORSER : No; but surely there must
‘have been something in the minds of the
{Government when thev blought forward such
& scheme as this! Surely this land should
be good for such and sach a crop! The
scheme should not be first launched and
the money expended before something is
done to ascertain what can be grown on the
land. 1 asked what crops could be grown
there when the railway was before the House.
It was suggested then that probably lucerne.
‘maize, or wheat might be grown, all of
which were ridiculous, having regard to the
amount of added value in the land.

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Partridge, who has had experience,
suggests certain delinite things.

Mr. CORSER: We have launched the
scheme and spent at the present time £28,000
or £30.000.

The SecrrrrY ror Pusric Laxps: More.

Mr. CORBER: From the Auditor-General's
report { notice that we had spent £30,000 up
to the middle of the year. We have gone on
with a certain amount of railway construc-
tion, but cven now the Govorx,menr are not
able to tell us what is going to be grown.
‘We_ have to depend on the Commissioner to
pull us out of the mire. We are going to
ask him what can be grown on these lands.
What can we grow on land on which £1 an
acre a year will be paid for irrigation? It
is to be cut up into 12-acrc blocks. and is
distant 180 odd miles from the coast. It is
a long way from a market. We are not
going to have a market like they have in
Victoria, where they have the \Ielbomne
market. You might take the stuff into Rock-
hampton. It has been stated that at the
Mildura irrigation settlement in Victoria
last wvear over £500,000 was received from
12.000 acres, but there is intense cultivation
and a valuable product grown at Mildura.
It has not been proved that the Dawson
Valley land is fruit land. It has not been
suggested that any of the more valuable pro-
ducts have been grown successfully in that
district. Now it is hinted that tobacco may
be grown, and so it may; but we must
remember that in Queensland we have had
an amount of experience in tobacco-growing.
The Liberal Government for years had an
American expert, Mr. Nevill. He visited the
greater part of Queensland and carried out
‘experiments in tobacco-growing, which is a
valuable crop; but what he gatherod was
not sufficient to induce anybody to go in for

Mr.
now
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tobacco other than at Texas. We were faced
with quite a number of difficulties, in that
the "tobacco grown was not always a tobacco,
suitable to the palate of the smoker in
Queemlm‘d I am mentioning this because
tobacco is the most valuable product which
it is suggested should be grown on this area.
We have not had placed “before us evidence
that it is going to be profitable to go in for
tobacco—nlo\nmr in the Dawson Valloy. 1
<1nce1eh hope thar the experimental crops
suggested by the Minister will be initiated
at the earliest opportunity. The Minister
has promised to take members of Parliament
out to this area when the water is first laid
on. I suggest that the Minister should imme-
diately establish, in characteristic soil, plots
for the growing of various crcps to see if
they will grow.

The SeCRETARY FOR PysLic Laxps
got 150 acres ready.

My. CORSER: I suggest that these crops
should be started immediately to ascertain
their value after we have taken them over
the railways.

The Becrerary rFor Prsuic Laxpg: We
cannot start to grow them until we irrigate
the land.

Mr. CORSER: That is so: bui the Minis-
ter claims that the water probably will be
veady before the end of the vear. I hope he
will get on with the matter. It will be too
late then to plant lucerne and tobacco, so I
do not know what he is going to do. The
scheme looks all right, and £2,000,000 seems
to be a small cost for the amount of water
which is to be stored and the arca of country
to be benefited; you cannot criticise that.
It is a profesmonal expert’s estimate, and
appears io be all right, and it is adopted by
the Government. I can offer criticism, how-
ever, as to what the conditions will be when
wo get the water. I have failed to find from
the Minister’s statement that there is any
setrled policy as to what the settlers are
going fo grow. Tt is like the farmer going
into the Upper Burnett without knowing
what he is going to grow, but it is not going
to cost him £1 an acre there for water. The
Government must find a market _and show
the settlers how to grow the particular crop
which will make those areas profitable. Per-
sorallv. I think that the people on the 160-
acre blocks, for which water is to be provided
for stock and domestic purposes for £8 a
vear, will receive the water at a very low
rate. I think the pecople will be most fortu-
nate in being able to get water facilities
ander such favourable conditions.

There is one mafter probably of more
interest to the member for the disirict than
anvthing elte—that is. that £200.000 is to
be Rpen* cach year: but 1 notice that in the
vear of the next clection they are going to

expend £400.000.

The SecRETARY TOR PUBLIC LaNDs: Thgf.
was the amount asked for by the Commis-
sioner. It was not fixed by the Government
at all.

Mr. CORSER: The interest bill. we under-
stand, will be augmenred by £137,760 per
annum, and the scheme provides for a
revenue of £200.000, or £1 an acre, per year.
The experimental farms are what have struck
me most, and it is to be hoped that the
Minister will devise a system under which
peonle will be able to see what can be grown
profitably, and that the market is assured.

Mr. Corser.)

We have
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It should be somcthing that is not going to
be grown in the Upper Burnett.

The SrcrETARY FOR PusLic Lanps: Don't
vou think that in your district you will get
plenty of crops if you have good water?

Mr. CORSER: Yes.

The SEcRETARY FOR PunLIc LaNDs:
why object?

Mr. CORSER: I have not said that you
will not; but without an expenditure of
£200.000 a vear in the Upper Burnett and
Callide Valley you anticipate the growing of
crops of lucerne and maize. It is intended to
throw open 5,000 farms, and there will be
that number of farmers in addition to what
there ave to-day. Under this scheme we are
going to open farms in small irrigated areas
of 12 acres. What 1s the intense cultivation
which is going to take place on those small
klocks. with a reital of £1 a year for water.
which is going to give them a reward equal
to that gained by an ordinary farmer in a
good season?

Mr. PrrersoxN: You want a market to
encourage settlement,

Mr. CORSER: That is quite right.

. The SrcrRETARY FOR PusrLic Laxps: Accord-
Ing to your reasoning we are at the end of
our tether.

Mr. CCORSER: The Minister cannot get
out of it that way. He agrees that we are
going to put 5,000 new farmers on the Upper
Burnett and Callide lands alonc. Surely
they are going to produce a tremendous
amount cver and above what is already pro-
duced of the ordinary commodities?

Then

The SECRETARY FOR PvusLic Laxbs: They
are going to usc 1t, too.
Mr. CORSER: Perhaps so, but surely

men on 12 acres are not going to grow the
same class of commodity.

The SecRETARY FOrR PusLic Laxps:
may.

Mr. CORSER: What is going to be
grown? The Minister only suggests tobacco,
which may form a solution of the problem,
but we have no evidence that in that area
tobacco will be successful. Take cotton.
Sunposing that cotton is grown on 10 acres,
with a return of £30 an acre—which is a
good return—that would only give £300.
I am raising a point that the Minister will
find is a very practical one, and he will find
as things go on that these things will affect
the scheme more than anvthing else.
think he will agree that this is the time
to point out the difficulties, and I hope
t]hat he will give the greatest attention to
them.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): While this
scheme may not do any harm, it is difficult
to realise just how it is going to be a
suecess. .

Mr. You are a Jeremiah.

Mr. DEACON: I am not a Jeremiah. On
looking at it in the light of the information
we have it is verv hard to see that it
is going to be a success. While I am not
going to criticise the scheme adversely
altogether, T want to point out some things
which do not appear quite elear to me or, so
far as I can understand., to anybody else.
A lot of money is to be invested for one

[Mr. Corser.
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thing, and T think I chall be in order in
criticising the scheme from that point of
view alone The burden is to fall on the
sottlers alone, and I think every one of us
should be very careful to consider this aspect
of it before we agree to go in for it. To
start off with, we are told that the land
comprises red sandy alluvial soil valued at
10s. an acre. That is poor land—second-
class grazing land—so that a large amount of
the land. to be irrigated is inferior land.
If we are going to put settlers on bad land.
Lhow are they going to get heavy crops? It
is not water alone that grows crops. Take
similar land anywhere in Queensland and
sce what it grew in a vear when the rainfall
was high——at a time when it was at its best.
Tf that is equal to what you can do with
irrigation. vou will have an idea of what
this poor land will grow. You cannot get
heavy crops off poor land with all the water
in the world.  And this is poor land—land
worth 10s. an acre—red sandv soil, white
sandy loam, and so on. It cannot be denied
that that is poor land.

Mr. Canter: How can you carry on intense
cultivation without manuring?

Mr. DEACON : I can show the hon. mem-
her for Port Curtis land which has been
farmed for sixty vears and there is not the
slichtest sign of its giving out, and that
has been done without any manure at all
The Minister says that the settlers may grow
tobacco. Can he show me any part of the
world where men from the old country—
Anglo-Saxons—have made a success of grow-
ing tobacco unless they have had cheap
Iabour?

on. F. T. Brexnax: JIf it had not been
for W. D, and H. O. Wills we would be
growing it to-day.

Mr. DEACON: Where are they growing
tobacco profitably to-day?

Hon. F. T. BrENNax: Texas.
Mr. DEACON: There you have the
(‘hinese. They would not be allowed under

this scheme. We could not settle an army
of Chinese on this land. The Government
would not dream of it. Tobacco has been
tried on the Downs. It is an old problem,
and the main objection is that you will not
get people to take on anything like that in
a general way without cheap labour. They
will work a machine or take anv job in town,
but put them on the land at market garden-
ing and how many of them like it? Tobacco-
growing is really glorified market gardening.

The Secrerary rorR PUBLIc Laxps: Ts nof
irrigation glorified market gardening?

Mr. DEACON: We are told that the
settlers on these lands might orow cotton.
I am quite surc that they will be able to
grow cotton, but whether we can hold our
own with the cheap cotton grown elsewhere
is another matter. The whole business seems
to be experimental. I am just trying to
show the Minister that he does not know
what these settlers are going to do, and I
for one like to see where we are travelling.
The Minister put forward no certainty of
crop: he only suggests that these crops will
be grown, and he has not shown that they
have been a success eclsewhere in Queensland.
The Minister mentioned sheep-raising, and
quoted the case of a man who had raised



Daweson Valley 2

56 many sheep in drought time with the aid
of irrigation. That is not a fair comparison.

The SECRETARY rFcr Pustic Laxps: Most
of the farmers. instead of hand-feeding
stock in dry times, allow the stock to get
feed for themselves,

Mr. DEACON:
misinfor:ned.

The SECRETARY For PTBLIC LANDS:
not.

Mr. DEACON : The farmers in my district
feed their stock.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man must connect his remarks with the irri-
gation scheme under discussion.

Mr. DEACON: I am going to do that.
The Minister has stated that the farmers do
not hand-feed their stock. Even if he has
been correctly informed he is dealing with
the same class of scttlers as he will have to
deal with on this area.

The SECRETARY rFOR PUBLIC LaxDs: Is not
the gist of your argument that people are
doing the thing I have stated?

Mr. DEACON: No. T am trying to show
that the farmmers are going into the area to
malke a success for themselves and not for
the purpose of making so much work for
others. The Minister, in giving an estimate
of the cost of the scheme, said that there had
heen grave mistakes made in other States.
There have been grave mistakes in the other
States, and it is safe to_ infer that we are
roing to make mistakes here, too.

The SECRETARY vor PUBLIC Laxns: I know
of a very careful fellow who walked in his
sleep.  (Laughter.)

Mr. DEACON: I hope it was not the
Minister, for his own sake. There has peen
no ~lcep walking in connection with the
Inkerman irrigation scheme. We know the
cost there. The Minister said that he hoped
the actual cost would not be as much as the
estimated cost. How are you going to expect
a reduction in the estimated cost? The main
expenditure will be in connection with labour.
You cannot expect that cost to be reduced.
The tendency is for it to rise.

Hon. F. T. Brexxan: Labour is only a
detail.

Mr. DEACON: It is a dectail that makes
all the difference hetween success and failure
in a scheme like this. We have had no evi-
dence to show that this scheme is going to be
a success. It is safe to sav that the cost of
the scheme has been greatly underestimated.
If we are going to ha\'e 200.000 acres brought
under cultivation, then, after taking 1nto
consideration dlought \wa=t0 ~oal\a(r«3 and
cvaporation, you will have to 1mpound more
water than is proposed to be impounded by
the Nathan Dam.

The Minister has been

I have

The SECRETARY FOrR Preric Laxns: Do you
say that sufficient water will not bh: im-
pounded? How do you arrive at your

estimate ?

Mr. DEACON: In just the same way as
the Minister obtained his evidence as to
what crops will grow—by guessing at them.
{Laughter.) )

Mr. F. A. CooPER:
competitions in order ?

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) : T recognise that
in connection with this scheme the Minister
has great responsibilities thrust upon him,

Are these guessing
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and I recognise also that tho Commissioner
wio has to carry out the work and super-
vise the ecxpenditure has to carry greater
responsibilities than the Minister or the
Government in the handling of this scheme.
I feel sure that in the Commissioner we have
a man who has come from other States with
a very great reputation, creditably earned
in those other States, and I feel confident
that, when the work is finished, Queensland
will have value for the money so expended.
In the early days in Victoria. after the late
Mr. Deakin came back from America, instead
of having real practical men at the head of
affairs, there were a lot of theorists—men
who knew little about the mb]out of irriga-
tion other than what they had ™% ad—with
the result that the money oxpondod in those
days was really cxpended in an experimental
way. (Generally, when any Government go
in for oxperimental work or experimental
legislation, those who come after them—pro-
vided that they have some ability—will profit
by the experience of those who experimented
under the earlier Governments.

We cannot altogether look upon the esti-
matoed cost of this scheme as being the definite
figura within which the work will be com-
pleted. The officers who have estimated that
figure have to a very great oxtent been
guided by what they know and by what they
have scen on surveys, plans, and measure-
ments.  While that figure may not be quite
correct, I think it is sufficient for us at the
present time.

Mention has been made of the cost of the
water to be supplied to the intending settlers.
That is the most important point in relation
to the success of the future settlers. If the
cost of the water is going to exceed the
returns from the land, then the scheme 1s
going to be a complete failure. Even if the
scheme proves to be more or less a failure
mrom an irrigation point of view, still I
think the expenditure of that amount of
money m conserving a huge body of water
almest in the centre of Queensland is going
to alter the climatic conditions of this State
to a considerable extent. I believe that it is
going to be a means of 1ncwa<mg the ram»
fall and making it more cortain than it is
to-day. In Victoria, after huge bodies of
water were conserved, the seasons were not
so erratic as they were in the early eightics
and nirieties. It has been found in that State
that the storing of water has not only meant
more cven rainfall, but there have been better
climatic conditions. I feel sure that by the
storing of such a large body of water, more
espeelally in the Central Queensland and far
Westsrn districts of the State, the same results
will follow. If possible, I would like to see
a canal taken from the Pacific Ocean into
the centre of Queensland, because, from a
climatic point of view, that would be a huge
benefit to the State. We have spent millions
of pounds on our railways, but we have spent
little or nothing on watsr conservation. If
the Minister would look up my remarks ever
since T have been in this House, he will ses
that T said that one of the things that first
struck me when I came to Queensland was
that we were spending millions of pounds in
building railways and doing nothing to con-
serve the water that ran year after year intc
the other States. We have the Condamine
which I think is one of the longest
rivers in the world. 'The water that flows
from Warwick flows through Queensland into-
New South Wales and into the Murray River,
and is stored there for irrigation purposes.

Mr. Morgan.]
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Several speakers, including the Minister,
ntioned the crops likely to be grown in
4his arca. It is generally recognised that
crops of some value must be produced in
order 1o ensure the success of this
scheme, 'The leader of the Oppo-
sition referred to ihe fact that
the Secretary for Railways, when speaking
.on this matter last session, stared that it cost
£20 to £40 aun acre to irrigate the land at
Mildura.

Mr. COLLINS :
bhe £3 or £47?

Mr. MORGAN: I understood the leader
-of the Opposition to say £30 or £40. That
1:ay have been a misprint. At Mildura the
land is irrigated three times in the year.
A 10-acre block is looked upon there as a
living area, and a man with a 20-acre block
is regarded as a fairly large fruitgrower.
‘The principal crop grown, from a marketable
point of view, is the sultana. If that crop

7 pmj

£30 or £40! Should it not

failed, it would mean an enormous loss
to the fruitgrowers. The point that I

wish to make is that three waterings are
usually necessary a year. During a dry
period it might be necessary to give the
Jand a special watering. Those three water-
ings cost £2 10s. an acre. At Merbein,
another settlement where the vine is grown
extensively, three waterings cost 42s. 6d. per
acre per year, while at Renmark for four
waterings during the year it costs £3 an
acre. 1 have not the figures for the other
two irrigation areas. If tne results in the
Mildura district are taken over a period of
$en years, it will be found that land irrigated
for dried fruit purposes produces a crop
worth from £60 to £30 an acre. That is the
reveniue obtained by the fruitgrower, though
it is quite possible in good seasons for him
to receive as high as £100 an acre. It can
be recognised, therefore, that the cost of
watering—®£2 10s. per acre per annum-—is
pretty cheap. On the other hand, if it costs
£2 10s. an acre fo irrigate land for wheat-
growing, if the crop is worth only £5 an
acre, it would be disastrous to go in for
growing wheat or other cereal crop. That is
one of the reasons why it does not pay to
grow wheat or oats by irrigation in the
Southern States. A imore valuable crop must
be grown if it is intended to irrigate. That
is one of the points that will have to be
taken into consideration in connection with
this scheme., 1t would be an impossibility
to grow fruit in the Dawson Valley for the
purpose of drying it. It is » well-known
fact that there must be no rain during the
drying season. Considerable damage has been
dcne to the fruit by showers of rain at
Mildura during the drying process.

Rain will do more damage there than dry
weather, because they can get over drv-
weather conditions by the use of water. In
Queensland. if we endeavour to grow fruit
for the purpose of drying and marketing it
in that form. we shall find that just at the
time when the fruit is ready to harvest a
shower of rain will probably fall and spoil
it. T consider the conditions are not suitable
in this State for drying fruit. The fruit
would have to be dried by artificial processes,
‘which would not allow us to compete favour-
ablv with the naturally-dried fruit of- Vie-
toria and South Australia.

The Minister mentioned that lucerne would
be extensively cultivated. From what I know
of the locality, I believe it will pay to grow
‘ducerne from a dairying point of view. I do

[Mr. Morgan.
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not kuow whether it will pay to grow ir for
sale as fodder. but for the purpose of grow-
ing lucerne for the cow—* putting it through
the buclket "—it sheuld be a success. and no
one could complain 1f the cost for irrigation
only amounted to £1 an acre. That is not
a large amount. and I feel sure that if
water can be given to these people at an
averags of £1 an acre on the best land in
the Dawscn Valles it is not going to be a
costly scheme from the producer’s point of
view, and will leave him a decent margin of
profit. I am not quite so sure. in connection
with the Minister's statement, that it will
cost 1s. an acre to supply water for stock
and domestic supplics. In the Wimmera dis-
trict in  Vietoria, the rate on 320 acres
amounts to about £5 a year for stock and
domestic supply. which is quite a different
proposition. I am doubtful whether people
can take up Dawson Valley land that is not
irrigated and pav ls. an acre for the purpose
of watering the land so that their stock can
be fed and watered satisfactorily, I think
that it will be too costly.

It has been mentioned by the hon. member
for Cunningham that the land in the Dawson
Valley has not a large carrying capacity. I
would draw the hon. member’s attention to
the fact that the Mallee couniry in Victoria,
before being irrigated, would not feed a
bandicoot to 500 acres. Until that area was
irrigated it was of no use from a grazing
point of view. as it produced only eucalyp-
tus scrub. It will therefore be seen that land
may be useless from a cultivating and graz-
ing point of view when only receiving its
natural rainfall, but when properly irrigated
the same land becomes very productive and
exceedingly valuable. I remember Mildura
before the train went there, and about eigh-
teen months ago I again went to the locality
to look over it and meet some friends, and I
had the opportunity of making a comparison.
The progress has been wonderful. The pro-
gress that has been made at the soldier settle-
ment at Red Hill in connection with the
growing of fruit for drying purposes Is
almost unbelievable. When water is supplied
to land of that description it turns it from
almost a desert into a Garden of Eden. If
that can be done in Victoria, I feel sure that
we can do the same in Queensland. Like the
leader of the Opposition—and I feel sure the
view is held by most hon. members—I recog-
nise that the time has come when we should
spend millions of pounds on water conserva-
tion and less on railway construction.

We have suitable rivers. I live on the
Condamine. and I know that river from one
end to the other, and I kvow that the Con-
damine lends itself to locking. There are
thousands of acres of beautiful land along
the banks of that river suitable for irriga-
tion, and. if water was available. we would
have been able to produce the necessary feed
for our stock in this time of drought and
thus prevent the deaths that are occurring
daily amongst our valuable stock. It is a
well.known fact that Australia is in what,
might be called a drought zone. We suffer
more or less from droughts from one end of
Australia to the other. and unfortunately we
in Queensland have done little or nothing
up to the present in the way of conserving
water. The water that is to be conserved in
the Dawson Valley is going to be of immense
henefit. not only to the area that will be
immediately served. but to the whole of
Queensland.  As the Minister has already



stated, Nature has provided us with an
opportunity of conserving at little coxt the
largest body of fresh water that has been
conserved in any part of the world., The
hon. member for (arnarvon need not fear
for one moment that there is likely to be a
shortage of water in connection with this
scheme. I know the Dawson River well, and
that river has seldom, if ever, haen known
tc cease running. as there arve numerous
springs rurnning into it. When the reservoir
is once filled I feel sure we need have no
fear that the water is likely to * peter out.”
The Minister has mentioned the fact that
a road has to made from Juandah for the
purpose of conveying the hicavy material that
will be necessary for the construction of the
dam across Nathan Gorge. 1 am sorry
that the Government are not going to pfo-
ceed with the construction of a vailway to con-
nect the Southern railway svstem with the
Central system. It is only a matter of time
when that railway must be constructed to
link up with Rockhampton. No doubt it
will be necessary to spend some thousands of
pounds to make the road trafficable to Juan-
dah. and once the dam is constructed that
road will cease to be of any further benefit
to the State. If a railway were constructed.
it would mean that the material for the
construction of the dam could be conveved
much cheaper, and the connecting link
between the two systems of railway that has
been advocated for so long would be an
accomplished fact. No doubt the cost of
making that road is included in the figures
the Minister has mentioned. but I feel sure
it would have been a much better plan if
the Government had decided to build the
railway in order to convey the material for
the dam instead of spending the enormous
amount of money that it will be necessary
o snend to make this road from Juandah.
which will eventually be lost.

Tt has been mentioned by the Minister that
tobacco can be successfulle grown in this
locality. It is a wellknown fact that while
tobacco may be grown luxuriantly, it may
not have the flavour which is necessary to
rerder it of marketable value. It is the
same as it is with grapes. A crop of grapes
may be grown on land. but it will not pro-
duce good wine, while the same variety of
grapes grown on land of different guality
will have the mecessary ingredients for the
production of a very fine quality of wine.
Tt is not the fact that tobacco can be grown
in bulk, but the quality of the tobacco
which counts. The soil must be analysed,
and if it is found to contain the necessary
ingredients, the. tobacco grown will be of
the finest quality from a smoker's point of
view: but if it is not, all the water in the
world will not make the tobacco of good
auality and suitable for manufacture. It has
been stated that the Tobacco Trust will be
prepared to take all the tobacco that is
‘grown in conmuection with this scheme, but
the Tobacco Trust never did anvthing to
assist the tobacco-growers in the Texas dis-
trict, In fact, they did all they possibly
could to discourage the growth of tobacco.
One of the reasons for that is that the
Tobacco Trust are a huge monopoly, and
they do not want any interference with their
monopoly. If we can grow tobacco success-
fully and of good quality. whr should we
depend on the Tobacco Trust in any way?
‘We ought to be able to manufacture our own
{obacco. and not depend on what the Tobacco
“Trust like to give us. :
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Mr. Pesse: The Commonwealth Covern-
ment have killed the tobacco industry.

Mr. MORGAN : I do not know whether it
iz the fault of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment or of the Tobacco Trust, but the Com-
monwealth Governments, either Liberal or
Labour, have never donc anything to coun-
teract the influence of the huge monopoly
which has a grip of Australia, TUnfortu-
nately, there has been no Government in the
Commonwealth which bas set out to fight
thie monopoly to give the producers of tobacdo
in Australia a fair deal. If tobacco can be
grown ' successfully in this locality, 1 hope
that we shall have the backing of the Govern-
ment in the direction of manufacturing it
ourselves, so that we may get the full benefit
for the producer, and be independent
altogether of the Tobacco Trust.

I am pleased that I represent the portion
of Queensland where this water is going to
be conserved. The land which is to be
irrigated is not in the Murilla electorate. but
the whole of the water is to be conserved
in that electorate. The storage of the water
is going to deprive a number of people of
their holdings, and I {rust that when the
Government ave resuming the land, they will
treat liberally the settlers and graziers whose
land is going to be taken. I hope the
Government will recognise that many of
these people have been there for forty and
fifty years, They have pioneered the
country and struggled on a long way from
railways—perhaps 120 miles—and all these
matters should be taken into consideration
when they are deprived of their homes. 1
feel sure that the general wish of all those
who have the success of the scheme at heart
is that they will get a fair deal from the
Government.  notwithstanding  that  the
Government may be able to resume their
land with little or no compensation.

I intend to do all T can to support the pro-
posal. I have gone into it very fully. I
have all the facts and figures at my dis-
posal. and I have submitted them to men
who know something about irrigation and
the construction of works of this sort, and
they generally are of opinion that the whole
scheme has been thoroughly thought out. I
would, however, like to make one suggestion
—it may have already entered the mind of
the Minister in charge of the proposal. Mr,
Elwood Mead, who is looked upon as one
of the greatest irrigation experts in the
world to-day. is likely to wisit Australia
shortly—I think he is soon expected in New
South Wales—and I would like the Govern-
ment to invite him to Queensland and ask
him to go into the figures and the scheme
generally of Mr. Partridge in order to be
assured that everything has been worked out
in a systematic manner. His opinion, no
doubt. would be of very great value to every-
body connected with the scheme, and I think
it is the aim and object of all of us that it
should be carried to a successful issue. We
do not want to spend' a large amount of
money wastefully. We do not want the
works to be over-capitalised. We want the
water to be provided as cheaply as possible,
so that the settler will be able to make a
decent living on the land and not expect
an exorbitant value for his produce. The
matter affects the consumer just as much as
the producer, for, if it is going to cost large
amounts to produce the foodstuffs which
will be grown on this area, they naturally
will be dearer to those who use them.

Mr. Morgan.]
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Whether food is dear or cheap is a matter
of the cost of production, and it is the duty
of evervbody, no matter who he may be or
what his position is in life, to do all he
can to bring 1t to a successful issue.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): Without
doubt the question bhefore the House is the
most interesting one that has been sub-
mitted to it for many a long day. I for one
feel distinctly sympathetic towards the pro-
posal of the Government, and before making
any further remarks T would like to congratu-
late the Minister upon the character and
tone of his speech. The manner in which he
introduced this very great question alto-
gether redounded to his credit. I can well
imagine that, had he been disposed to
expatiate upon its possibilities, he might
casily have peinted out what he considered
to be the future of a gigantic scheme, but
altogether his deliverance was not only
interesting but also practieal.

At the same time the Minister scems to be
scized with the wisdom of acting cautiously,
and by no means at any time did he lead
the House to believe that a great certainty
of success would follow the effort that the
Government were making. I think that pos-
sibly he erred rightly, and on the other
hand I do think that possibly he under-
rated the immense possibilities of the scheme
which he has presented to the House. There
was room for extravagant utterance, but no
such choice in the presentment of this big
case was utilised by the Minister this after-
noon. I commend the hon. gentleman’s
general tone in the presentment of one of
the bhiggest things Queenstand has had to
consider. It is no use going along further

with our fingers in our mouths talking about-

settling our great land without making some
real step in the direction of true consolida-
tion. Whilst we have been extending our
railways in all directions, there has not
followed the scttlement that might reason-
ably have been expected, and in what is
proposed now there scems to be the oppor-
tunity of bringing about the close settle-
ment of a nature such as will tend to the
upbuilding and peopling of the land we
love so well. I am not quite sure that I
would not have preferred the Government
undertaking such a scheme in a spot nearer
to the city and, perhaps, on a smaller scale,
because we have to feel our way in connec-
tion with this matter, and I do think that
an effort might have been made in the
vallex of the (ondamine. We have some
minor schemes being carried out there with
a marked degree of success, but with Go-
vernment aid very much more could be done
than is being done now. Much more could
have been done by the Government than it
is possible to do by private enterprise if a
different system of weirs had been con-
structed “in the valley of the Condamine.
If the Government had carried on that
work, there would have been an impetus
in the direction of testing a scheme in con-
nection with the rich land surrounding the
Cendamine—which vou, Mr. Speaker, know
so well—which would have had a mighty
beneficial cffect and which might have well
preceded this greater scheme, I hope, how-
ever, that the time will come when the
Minister’s attention will be directed to the
conservation of water in the more settled
districts. I think the Minister acted wisely
in stating that the first consideration will
be given to the smaller Castle Creek section,

{Mr. Morgan.
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as that scems to indicate that the Govern-
ment will feel their way. I can well under-
stand the Minister’s modesty in introducing:
thiz matter, especially as he has to consider
the lamentable loss which has attended the
Inkerman irrigation scheme. It is to be
regretted- that just at the present time
when we are discussing this scheme which
is sq great, and certainly not too costly
considering its magnitude, that we have
before us the unfortunate facts in connection
seith the Inkerman irrigation scheme.

It may be that we are buying our experi-
ence, and the very fact of having bought
oxperience in connection with the Inkerman
scheme will be verv beneficial to the Minister
and officers of the department. The Inker-
man scheme originally was estimated to cost

£131,000, and it was anticipated

[7.30 p.m.| that 18.000 acres would be irri-

gated: but on 30th June, 1923,
the capital cost of the scheme was £392,836
10s. 10d.. and only 2.500 acres were benefitud.
The Auditor-General in his report which was
tabled to-day states—

“The great dizerepancy between the
estimated and actual cost of the works to
date has, I understand, been dealt with
in a report to the Government by the
Commissioner of Irrigation, and after
allowing for increase in prices of
machinery, plant, etc.,, he statss that
there has been a certain amount of
unjustifiable and unnecessary expenditure
from which any benefit is unlikely. The
estimated capital expenditure neccessary
to complete the scheme is approximately
£65,000, and the Commissioner has recom-
mended that the capital value of the
Inkerman works at 30th June, 1923, be
fixed at £235,000, this being his estimate
of the present value of the tangible assets.
This entails a writing down of capital
cxpenditure of about £170,000.”

Having that experience in view I take it that
the Minister was led to be very careful in
the particulars which he laid before the House
this afternocon. 1 commend his presentment
of the case in that way. I am very hopeful
that, while the State has bought its experi-
ence in that connection, great success will
attend this scheme, A reconsideration of the
size of the arcas might possibly have to be
given by the Commissioner of Irrigation and
the Minister at an early date. Unless we
can associate secondarv industries with the
scheme, T am verv doubtful of success attend-
ing the size of the areas propos=d. That will
be possible under a hydro-electric scheme,
and it i1z a very inviting suggestion, I amv
inclined to think that, if something of that
kind cannot be done, very small areas exc pt
for townspeople will not be successful.

A great deal has Dbeen said regarding the
commodities that are likely to be grown.
The various cormmoditiss that have been sug-
gested are not at all likely to lead to the
success that we would like to sece. Tobacco-
growing has been referred to. I daresay vou,
Mr. 3peaker. bring an old Warwick man, will
remember that in 1893, 1894, and 1835 quite
a big effort was made in the Warwick and

surrounding districts in connection with
tobaceo cultivation. It was entirely carried
out by Chinamen. In 1893 and 1894 the

results were extremely successful and high
prices were paid for tobacco leaf. As a
result of the encouragement given in 1883
and 1884, the area planted in 1895 was so
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great that it was sufficient to last the require-
ments of Australia for five vears. Unfor-
tunately my own company suffered very
heavilv. so I can speak with a degree of
feeling on the matter. In 1895 the crop pro-
duced about 2,500 tons, and the requirements
of Australia for the leaf at the time were
about 500 tons. I happened to be in England
towards the end of 1895. and I made a big
effort 1o dispose of the tobacco-leaf there, but
I found it was quite impossible to do so.
Unless the article is very fine indeed there is

no chance of it ever leaving bond, as
the duty is too great. We can only
grow sufficient tobacco-leaf, therefore, to

mect our own requirements, and there is
no use talking of an export trade, as no
burers are operating. I am not aware that
even in Texas, where tobacco has been grown
more successfully than in any other place
that T know of, it has been grown by others
than Chinese.

Mr. ErerINsTONE: It is grown by white
people in the Bowen district.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The whites in and
around Warwick and the Texas districts
found the hunting for grubs and work of
that kind so distasteful that they retired from
the industry. We cannot build hopes on
growing the tobacco-leaf extensively in the
Dawson Valley, but there is an immense
future if these irrigable areas are devoted
to lamb-raising. There 1s a market in that
direction. We want to give attention to the
growing of commodities which have an
cxportable value. What I have said in con-
nection with lamb-raising will also apply to
dairying, but 1 doubt whether areas of 12
acres will be acceptable to settlers who wish
to devote the land to that purpose. Success
will also depend very largely on the possi-
bilities of growing an American crop called
alfalfa, similar to our lucerne. I understand
from remarks made by hon. members on this
side that some of the land is of poor quality.
I disagree with the hon. member for Cun-
ningham, who stated that even if water was
available to a large extent the land would
be unsuitable for that purpose. Poor land
with an abundance of warer will produce
bevond expectation.” It will be the duty of
the Department of Agriculture to demon-
strate by their experimental farms what can
be done. If settlers are allowed to follow
their own inclinations and not be dictated to,
they will very early discover what are the
most profitable erops to devote their atten-
tion to. I agree with the Minister that
settlers of the adventurous type should not be
encouraged. Tt is no use trying to do every-
thing for individuals of that kind. If men
are able to find a certain amount of money,
and if their efforts arve subsidised. then we
are more likely to succeed in peopling areas
such as the Dawson Valley with the right
type of me1 who will develop the country on
the lines we most prefer.

I think the faying out of town sections is
an exceedingly wise plan. The Minister
might direct even more attention to this
matter, for we must realise that the Dawson
Valley is right away in the interior; I sup-
pose the shortest road to the irrigation area
will be 400 miles from the centre of popula-
tion. If men are going to be properly
encouraged to go on these areas, it is the
duty of the deparrment to make the scheme
as attractive as possible. That can only be
done by having many town areas. I suggest
village arcas 5 miles apart, and town areas
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20 miles apart. Such a scheme would be
more likely to bring a population that would
be contented and likely to remain on the
land.

Much has been said by the Minisier as to
the immense quantity of water that will be
stored under this scheme. Tt is almost unbe-
lievable that such a quantity of water can be
so stored and that the area to be made avail-
able for irrigatien will be 200.000 acres. It
is quite likely, as has been the case else-
where, that we are overrating these things.
I put aside not long ago an article which
appeared in the Sydney ° Bulletin.” It
deals with irrvigation, and is of rather a
critical nature, and indicates how very fre-
quently anticipations are not realised. It is
dated 31st May, 1923, and rcads—

“TIndia is a land of big mountains, big
rivers, a great rainfall in most parts, and
a dry season which makes water conser-
varion highly advisable. Its irrigation
works were made with cheap labour, and
the business was snread over very many
hundred vears. The irrigated space 1s
49.863.000 acres. Of this area nearly
13,000.000 acres are moistened by the very
cheap and intensely patient Hindu lifting
water out of wells, and another 7.000,000
by means of tanks. The record is mag-
nificent. for the ground covered
approaches the dimensions of Victoria.
Egypt. with a gveat river flowing down
from great mounrains as a permanent
resource, has been at work since before
Pharoah. It has under cultivation a
little  over 5.000.000 acres (1,000,000
farmers to 5 acves each). and it is reck-
aned thst the Nile may run to 2.000.000
acres more, Even ihat final effort will
make a watered arca of much less than
half the size of Tasmania. Of our own -
counrry’s biggest and oldest and most
successful settlement. Mildura, the official
records say briefly that ¢ the area of the
settlement is 45,000 acres. of which 13.000
acres are vnder intense culture.” It is a
business of gardening on small allot-
ments: and people who talk in millions
and picture vast irvigared wheat farms
and cattle stations, with kangaroos drown-
ing in the flcod. are stodgv vote-hunters
who discourse through their hats.

¢ Australia*s great theoretical sfan_dby
for irrigation is the Murray-Darling-
Murrnmbidgee river system. All the
theorists concentrate on the Murray. It
oathers its waters from four States, In
New South Wales it collects to its bosom
sixtv-three tributaries, and in Viectoria
fortvmine. From Queensland it gathers
a multitude. and in South Australia it
gets an occasional drop of rain. The
valley of the Murrav reaches to Broken
Hill. and covers 454,635 square miles.
Practically all the irrigation yet done
lies in this vallev, and though it hasn’t
made auy visible impression on the
454 635 square miles, it already in bad
seazons makes very obvious impression
on the Murrav.”

That is really the point that I wish to come
to. It is just possible that we may over-
estimate *he quantity of water that we shall
conserve by this great scheme. One thing
that struck me most forcibly is the extremelv
light cost that attaches to the scheme. If
water can be supplied at the rate of £1 an

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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acre. it is an extremely moderate sum. I
think we are doing a wise thing in present-
ing to the people of Queensland, Australia.
and to settlers’ from abroad. irrigable land
at such an exceedingly moderate sum. £1

an acre per annum, with the cost of the land

£6 to £12 an acre, should prove highly
aitractive to settlers.

Altogether, the scheme iz oune that should
commend itself to the community. I onlv
hope that the Minister's most sanguine hopes
—not that he has expressed himself in an
over-sanguine way—and those of the officials
of the department who are working out this
great scheme, will be fully realised. and that
the success of the Dawson Valley scheme will
lead to other movements being made in the
same way in other localities.

_Mr. MOORE (Auwbigny): With such a
large scheme we should go fully into the
question to see whether it is satisfactory or
not. One of the facts that we cannot help
being struck with is the extremely great
discrepancy between the report made by the
Public Works Commission and the speech
made by the Secretary for Public Lands this
afternoon. There are some verv vital fac-
tors to be considered in connection with an
irrigation scheme. One is the class of
country to be irrigated-—whether it has a
subsoil that will hold the water, or whether
vou have to put an enormous quantity of
water over it, owing to the fact that the
water soaks away quickly. Another is the
character of the country in which vou are
geing to make your irrigation channels. If
1t will necessitate conerete channels, the pro-
pesition is going to be a very expensive one.

There are some very vital facts in this
report of the Public Works Commission.
Leaving out the part about this being the
largest dam in the world. let us get down
to the ouestions which are really most vital
to the success or otherwise of the scheme.
Mr. R. BE. Shaw, the Assistant Engineer in
the Water Supply Depariment, in a report
sibmitted to the Royal Commission on Public
Works, stated—

“At Taroom., above which the catch-
ment area is 6,440 square miles, we have
had a gauging-station since 1910 to deter-
mine the annual run-off. The measure-
ments at this gauging-station have shown
great variations in the low. The highest
was  1,172.0600 acre feet in 1910-1911.
which represented a run-off of only 11
per cent. The lowest was 34.676 acre
feet in 1918-1918, which was only 0.66
per cent. of the rainfall. The average
over the period measured was 324,000
acre feet, on a run-off of 3} per cent. of
the rainfall. The dam having a catch-
ment area of 9.000 square miles, the
average run-off would be 453.000 acre
feet, but for the three vears ended on the
30th June. 1921, the total run-off was
240,000 only. This is very important.
because usually the amount of water
diverted is the annual flow-off. In this
case, where we have had only an average
flow-off of 80.000 acre feet for three vears
in  succession. storage is required to
supplement the amount.”

The point I want to get at is the porous
nature of the soil. With that heavy rain-
fall—which, according to Mr. Shaw’s evi-
dence, falls mostly in ‘the summer—you
would maturally expect the soil to be some-
what sodden with water, but you get a
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remarkably low run-off. It is undulating
country, and although it i+ a fairly large
catchment area, you get an average run-off
of only 34 per cent. of the rainfall. At
Waranga. on the Goulburn River. in
Victoria. you get a run-off of about 26 per
cent. If the soil is as porous as this appears
to be, if you are going in for a big irriga-
tion scheme, it is highly probable that after
two or three bad vears, when vou want the
water most particularly. vou are going to
have a shortage of water. That is some-
thing to be guarded against. Mr. Shaw. in
his report, says—
“In addition to the periods of poor
run-off. high evaporation and seepage Iis
to be expected in this locality, so that
100.000 acres of irrigation appears at
present to be the limit for safety.”

This «cheme provides for 200.000 acres of
wtense cultivation and 200.000 acres which
will be supplied with water for household and
stock purposes, and Mr. Shaw. when giving
cvidence before the Roval Commission of
Public Works. said he considered 100.000
acres of irrigation to be the limit of safety.

The Secretary ror PrsLic Works: The

present Commissioner has increased the
capacity of the dam more than twofold.
Mr. MOORE: Mr. Shaw gave several

different heights for the dam.

Mr. CowLixs: Why don’t you quote the
?1ghost amount he mentions—2.072.278 acre-
ect?

Mr. MOORE: What I am getting at is
the porosity of the soil. which does not
allow a sufficient run-off to provide enough
water in normal years, and. if vou have
such porous soil as that. it is highly prob-
able a great deal of water that is impounded
will be lost by evaporation and seepage.
The report does not give any analysis of
the soil. but it says the clay content iz a
little  higher than in some portions of
Queensland, but it is sandv and gravelly
underneath. Now, if you have a sandyv and
gravelly subsoil, it will let a lot of the
water run away.

I do not know very much about irrigation
in Queensland., I have tried it personally on
the Downs. T had onlv a small block of 5
acres, and I pumped at the rate of 10.000
gallons an hour from seven in the morning
till six o’clock at night. but I did not cover
10 vards, as the water ran through the soil—
it was so porous. Of course it is possible
with a big bedy of water that vou might
run the water over quickly so that you
could get a rcasonable aniount of water on
the land. On the big Rodnev irrigation
arca in Victoria the country is so level—
there is a fall of about 1 foot in a mile—
that vou can run 2 inches or 1§ inches on
quickly. The water does not sink through,
as there is a clay subsoil. Where you have
a porous soil—and it must be porous when
vou get such a remarkably low run-off

The SecrRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS: Where
were these tests taken—at Taroom or on the
Dawson?

Mr. MOORE: The tests were taken at
Taroom, above which the catchment area is
6.440 square miles. I understand the total
area is now 9.000 square miles.

The SecreTaRy For Preric Laxps: It is
a long way from the dam to Tarcom.
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- Mr. MOORE: You say you have 9,000
square miles in the catchment area?
The SecrETary FOR PUBLIc Laxps: There

is a tremendous change in the country
betwoeen Taroom and the irrigation area
down the river.

Mr. MOORE: I am not doubting that,

but the Government sent the Public Works
Commission up there to take evidence, and,
after gerting their report, you quadruple the
amount of Tand which the engineer who had
been investigating says is the Timit of safety.
Mr. Shaw further says in his report—

** As the contour survey of the irri-
gable area commended by gravitation
has progressed soil samples have been
collected  and  submitted for analysis.
Though the chemical constituents differ,
swome samples being more clayey than
others, and the colours are not alike,
the results evidence great similarity and
all have been most satisfactory.”

Most satisfactory from an irrigable point of
view and a growing point of view, but not
from the peint of view of running channels
and the storage of water. That is the point
we want to keep in mind. The report con-
tinues

“ Where -the percentage of clay is
somewhat high, a large proportion of
coarse and medium sand insures an
open texture, which is confirmed by good
capillarity. It is considered by the
Agricultural Chemist to be most suitable
for irrigation purposes, with abundance
of mineral plant foods in readily avail-
able form. In comparison with analyses
of other Queensland soils, and also of
samples from irrigation settlements on
the Murrumbxdgee and Murray Rivers,
the Dawson River land is easily first
for silt content, humus, nitrogen, and
phosphoric acid, and equal to the best of
the others in lime and potash. The clay
content is higher than in the Southern
soils, but the presence of good quantities
of coarse and medium sand insures an
even texture, and a sub-stratum of gravel
and sand provides underground drainage.
Chlorine is verv low bhoth in the soil
and the water of the Dawson River. and
there appears to be little danger from
this source, which has proved a serious
drawback to many irrigation settlements.

“The only respect in which this scheme
may suffer by comparison with others lies
in a number of incoming creeks across

‘hich canal waters have to be flumed.
Thn surrounding country is rolling in
nature, whilet the Murray and Murrum-
hidgee Rivers are bardered by plains,
miving thom an advantage in this respect.
Parts of the areas to be irrigated are
also rendered uneven by flood channels,
and larger farm areas will be necessary
where these occur and where they cannot

be avoided.”

Those ars two very vital factors. First of
all, you have a porous soil and a gravelly
subsoil which is going to let the water run
away, and the Minister will know the diffi-
culty they had in Mildura in the first instance
in connection with their channels. They all
had to be concreted, because of the porosity
of tlic soil. Exactlv the same thing happened
in connection with the Rodnev Irrigation
Trust. They had a big supplv of water
running in a wide channel, and thsy had to
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puddle it and concrete it for miles and miles
owmr 1o the seepage and evaporation. The
Aos> of water was o ereat that in hundreds
of cases peopde could not get water when they
wanted 1t it never roached them. Then we
have the other point which it is
[8 pm.] going to be most expensive to get
rid of—that is, the rolling and
undulzting nature of the soil which is going
to be 1111gafﬂd below. In the irrigation
schemes in Vietoria, such as those from
Shepparton to Fchu(d-1 suppose it is the
casiest irrigated country in the world—very
little gladmg is mquued and the cost of
putting on the water is so low that the people
can afford to irrigate wheat and other crops.
[ have lived there and have taken part in
irrigation. At the present time, in the
Waranga-Rodney, Swan Hill, and ‘Goulburn
distriets—which I suppose comprise an arca
of £00,C00 acres altogether—the cost for water
is 6s. per acre-foot per vear, which is ample
to meet all costs. I have not seen this country
on the Dawson, and can only take the
engineer’s report. He speaks about the undu-
lation and about the creeks over which the
water will have to be carried by fluming, and
those are two very vital things in regard to
irrigation. If heavy grading has to be under-
taken before you can run the water quickly,
it is going to add considerably to the expense
to the settler. Eveun light grading is an
expensive 1tem Of course, these areas are
very small. . Shaw gives it as his opinion
that 30 acres are necessary for a man to make
a living on. Twelve and a-half acres is
=maller~—barring Mildura and one or two
litile fruitgrowing settlements—than the area
walered in any other settlement in Australia.
Most of them in Vlctoua run from 50 to 60
or 70 acres.
The SECRETARY All
irrigable areas?

Mr. MOORE: Yes. When the Waranga-
Rodney irrigation area commenced and they
ran the water through channels it was a dead
loss because a large number of the settlers
would not use the water. They always waited
for the rain to fall, as ther thought that, if
they irrigated the land and the rain came,
they Would have too much water. After
instruction from Dr. Elwood Mead and other
irrigation experts, they used the water to the
full extent, even running it over the land to
make the grass grow. One can see how cheap
the water is when people can afford it for
that purpose. But vou must have land of
such & nature that it does not absorb too
much water, and over which it will run
quickly. Lookllxg at the picture of the settle-
ment and reading the report, it seems to me
that the grading is going to be a very con-
siderable item in connection with the Dawson
Valley irrigation area. From an irrigation
point of view it is going to be ideal for

ting{ the water on. The only thing is
that it will take a considerable amount more
than it otherwise would do. but the difficulty
is 11 connection with running the water in the
channels. Thev will all have to be puddled
or concreted. If vou have a friable soil which
allows the water to run threough, the seepage
is very great. That is a problem which has
to be faced. The greatest problem that I see
is the low run-off in the catchment area,
showing the porosity of the soil and the vasg
amount of water which must run through the
z0il, Instead of running into the dam, which
will be used in times of dry seasons when
it is wanted most. it seems to me that we are
likely to have a shortage of water if we put

I Mr, Moore.]
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teo many people on the area. I would be
careful about the area of land which is to be
irrigated and the number of people to be put
on 1t when we have definite evidence from an
engincer here, who says that he considers
100.090 acres the lIimit of safety.

The SECRETARY FOR Pusnic LaNps: We may
have a million acres eventually.

Mr. DMOORE: I think that what the
engineer was basing his estimate on was not
g0 much on a million-acre area as on the
amount of rainfall, and the water which would
be available. It was not a question so much
of the height of the dam and the area which
could be put under water so as to store it,
as to the amount of water that would be avail-
able. e takes three years in which there
were only 80,000 acre-feet available in each
of those three vears as the run-off for irri-
gation purposcs. One of the most heart-
breaking things that a person can possibly
come up against is to be put on an irrigation
farm and to find when drought times come
that there is not sufficient water. That was
one of the great difficulties they had to face
in Victoria for many vears. The channels
were so small and the scepage so great that
the pcople who were some distance away
from the weir did not get water. They were
put on the areas with the idea of growing
lucerne and other crops. but the water did
not reach them. The inatter has got to such
a stage that channels have been made larger,
seepage almost stopped, and the people have
been educated on the question. As the Minis-
ter said, they rely in Victoria on the snow
waters which come down everv year. Here,
we have no snow water; we have to rely on
rainfall, and I suppose that this vear there
have not been more than 10 or 11 inches of
rain in that area.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: One big
flood would fill the dam.

Mr. MOORE: One big flood would £ill it.
Mr. Shaw talks about the evaporation, and
says that he thinks the evaporation would be
almost as great as it is at Blackall. where it
18 10 feeit per annum. Anyvhow, if we are
going to have a drought period with high
winds such as we are going through at present
the seepage and evaporation combined will
be very high. I would not like to see too
many people put on the area until we sce
how much water is available.

The SECRETARY FOR P'UBLIC LaxDs: If we
workk to a standard, they have a fair idea
in six years as to what thev can do.

Mr. MOORE: When vou have a catch-
ment station on a river aud vou know how
much water comes down in thirty years, you
have a pretty fair idea as to how much water
is available.

I think it is a good thing to expend mouney
in consarving water rather than in building
railwars. 1 quite agree with the Minister
in regard to that. but I am also anxious to
see that too large a number of people shall
not be put on an area such as this and be
left in a dry vear without enough water to
carry on with. The arwa of the blocks is very
small. and an individual will have to rely
entirely on intensive cultivation.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic Laxps: Those
small areas are only around the settlement.

Mr. MOORE : It is rather difficult to know
‘what is to be grown on such small areas,
especially such a long way from the market,
tis a long way to bring the products down
to market from the Dawson Valley. There
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are not very many things which can be
grown. I know that the Mildura scheme
can be pointed out as an example of what
can be done; but, after all, there is a limit
to what can be done in one class of industry.
If you overtake the demand, all the stabili-
sation of prices in the world will not solve
the problem. That is one of the difficulties
we have to face in cutting up this land into
such small areas. It means that the settler
has to grow something for which he can
get money quickly and for which there is a
pretty good market. Cotton may be grown
—I do not know whether it is going to be
good or not—but I am satisfied that one of
the difficulties which the Minister or the
Commiissioner will have to solve is to find
out whether crops will return enough on
such small areas to keep a family comfort-
ably, because the settlers will have nothing
to fall back upon. It is rather a mistake to
try to settle too many people on any area.
I am inclined to take the evidence given
before the Public Works Commission by an
expert, because the Public Works Commis-
sion is sent out to get evidence to put before
the House on which we can judge. So,
asvhen an expert gives sworn evidence that he
considers there is a limit of safety in regard
to areas, and that 30 acres is required in
order that a man may be reasonably com-
fortable, I am inclined to accept his opinion
unless I can find something sufficiently con-
tradictory and reliable to make me alter my
mind. So far I have not seen anything that
would enable me to come to the conclusion
that a smaller rather than a greater area
of land is justified. I am rather afraid that
it is not. I do not want to throw cold
water on the scheme, because I firmly believe
that irrigation is going to save an immense
amount of stock and money for Queensland,
and I do not want to sec Queensland enter
upon it on a system such as has resulted in
failures in other places. I think anybody
who had experience twenty-five vears ago in
Victoria, and saw the number of persous put
on small blocks for special purposes only to
find that the water was not there for them
when they wanted it, should be chary of
falling into the same error here.

I do not think I need say very much more
about the proposal. Irrigation in Victoria
has been a success largely because commeon-
sense instructions were given to settlers,
and largely because of the class of cultivation
that has grown up and suitability of the
soil. Only last year the Commissioner made
a satisfactory report. A newspaper extract
reports the following facts:—

“ A number of Iirrigation districts
which have been cstablished six or seven
years are now so prosperous that settlers
arc rapidly reducing their arrears in
payments to the State, not only for water
charges, but also in respect o instalmesnts
due on their lands. The chairman of the
Water Commission (Mr. Cattanach)
stated on 11th May that although it was
sometimes customary to allow arrears in
new districts to accumulate up to 60 per
cent. of the value of the improvements,
that concession was not provided for in
any agreement, and in all cases where

settlers were now doing well it was
expected that they would pay the
amounts owing, irrespective of the

amount of the valuation of improvements.
It was gratifying to find that there was
a decided improvement in the financial
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position of many settlers, which would,
of course, be reflected by increased pav-
ments to the State.”

“When we find that the areas there are
darger, that the capital expenditure to make
the land suitable for irrigation is consider-
ably less than it is likely to be in the Daw-
son Valley, and that the water charges in
Victoria are as low as 5s. and 6s. per acre-
foot, I think the Minister should seriously
consider whether the arcas he proposes are
large enough, whether the people are going
to get a fair chance to make a living, and
whether he is not going in for too big a
scheme for the amount of water that is likely
to be conserved. If he goes into it conser-
vatively. I think the possibility is that the
scheme is likely to be a success. But there
are other things that ought to be considered,
and I would draw the attention of hon. mem-
bers to the evidence of Mr. Shaw, given on
page b—

*“You have had
Burrinjuck 7—Yes.

*“The cost of those works exceeded the
estimate by a long way?—Yes. The Go-
vernment went into that scheme as a
huge State enterprise, and they did not
run it on commercial lines. That is the
principal reason why the estimate was
exceeded. Again, you have to spoon-
{feed the settlers to a certain extent, but
it can be overdone; and there the build-
ing of houses, the grading of the land,
and the fencing were all done by day
labour by the Government, and it cost a
lot of money.”

some exporience on

That witness put the position quite shortly
in an answer to a very pertinent question
that was put to him as to why the cost of
the Burrinjuck works excecded the estimate.
We have exactly the same principle at work
in Queensland to-day. Onc has only to look
at the Auditor-General’s report to see that
the same thing occurred in the Inkerman

irrigation scheme, where £170,000 has had to .

be written off. I trust the same prineiple
will not be allowed to go on unchecked in
connection with the Dawson Valley irriga-
tion scheme, because, if it is. it will cost
about £6,000,000 instead of £2,000,000, and
there will be a much smaller area to irrigate,
perhaps, than at present. The evidence given
before the Public Works Commission is well
worthy of consideration by the Minister, and
I think the Government should initiate some
other system from which the settler is likely
to get a fairer deal rather than to hold
on to a fetish of the Government. 1 ask
the Minister, as far as possible, to depart
from a system which is likely to cost the
settlers greater expensc in favour of one
which will enable every man to get the very
best value for the woney which is expended;
or, at any rate. T ask him to sec that the
money is expended in such a way that we
get full value for it.

Mr. NOTT (Stunlcy): The pmsiuﬂitios of
suceess of irrigation are very great., but con-
versely—ass in the case of the odds on a
racecourse—the chances of failure are very
great also. Great sums of money may easily
be made or lost. As the Minisfer szid, this
proposal is something new. I welcome it.
and I am sorry that it is new. I regret that
scmething of this nature was not embarked
upon many years ago, or rather that the
principle was not extended in the direction
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impounding water,

of locking weirs and
into any paltlcular

rather thaun rushing
irrigation scheme.

Until T have visited the locality and
inspected the area very carefully, I am not
mopa\ed to say one word abouf the size of

he blocks. The Minister remarked that he
pletencd to see practical results to painting
a picture. and in that respect I would like
to remind hon. members that similar schemes
have cost a lot of money, and that a lot of
the expeaditure has been due to mistakes.
At the Yanco irrigation area hon. members
will see a picture “that will certainly please
them. and is well worthy of a visit by any
Australian. I am sure that if the capital
cost can be kept down to a reasonable
amount, there will be many men ready to
seltle on the irrigation arcas, but of course
the question will be, “Can "these costs be
kept to a reasonable amount?”’ The Minis-
tor has stated that we have had rather a
bitter experience in connection with the
Inkerman irrigation scheme.

Mr. Coinixs: What is the bitter experi-
ence?

Mr. NOTT:
Minister’s words,

I think I have quoted the
The Auditor-General in

his report for the year 1922.1923, says in
connection with the Inkerman irrigation
scheme—

“ The scheme was originally estimated
to cost £131,600, and it was anticipated
that 18.000 acres would be irrigated, but
at 30th June, 1923, the capital cost was
£392,836 10s. 10d., and only 2,600 acres
were benefited.”

If you figure that out, you will find that
instead of the scheme costing the estimated
amount of £7 per acre, it has cost £158 an
acre. The Minister was quite justified in
saying that that has been a bitter experi-
ence. I think this scheme is an admirable
ouc; still it appears to me that it is a Rolls-
Royce idea with a Ford equipment. (Laugh-
ter.) Tt is a scheme of the greatest magni-
tude that has been brought before this House
for many years. We have been considering’
big schemes in connection with the Burnett
lands, the Palmerston lands, and now we
have this scheme. When we have these huge
schemes one after another, especially in the

“face of huge losses on various State cnter-

prises and “the Inkerman irrigation scheme,
arc we not justified in asking whether they
are being brought forward with the idea of
having them carried out, or are they only
intended  as window-dressing for the Pre-
micr when he goes home to borrow money or
to renew loans, when he will be able to talk
about the wonderful developmental schemes
that ave being carried on in Queensland?

Mr. Kirwax: The schemes will be carried

cut.

Mr. NOTT: I only hope that the Govern-
ment will endeavour to complete this scheme
at a reasonable cost, and that they will hold
up the Inkerman scheme as an object lesson
to themselves, and that they will not tackle
this scheme in the way that they tackled
that scheme.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): 1 have listened
to the remarks of hon. members opposits
and to the half-hearted approval given by
some of them to this proposal. They have
made kind of ¢ Ves-No 7 specches, They do
not say straight out that they are opposed

Mr. Collins.]
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to the proposal; neither do they give—
excepting one or two of them—their whole-
hearted support to it. I am here to give my
whole-hcarted support to anything that
stands for progress in this State, and I am
satisfied that this proposal means progress in
the Central portion of Queensland. Some
hon. members opposite have criticised the
Inkerman irrigation scheme, but I would
like to ask those hon. gentlemen whether—
even supposing the State has to write off the
£170.000, as mentioned by the hon. member
for Stanley—the Inkerman irrigation scheme
has increased production or lessened the pro-
duction. That is what we have to consider.
1t is going to increase production. It has
already increased production, because, had
there been no irrigation on the Inkerman
Estate, there would not be crushed the
amount of canc that they are going to crush
this year; and, further, if anything is done
towards increasing production, then it
should receive the support of this House. Of
course, I can quite understand hon. gentle-
men opposite. They are so tainted with
commercialism that the question that is ever
uppermost in their mind is, ** Does it pay?”’
“Will it pay?’ Not whether it will help
to develop the country or not. Everyone
knows that the growth that is taking place
on the Inkerman Estate is practically just
as rapid as the growth which took place at

Mildura. There have been many mistakes
made in_connection with the Inkerman
Fstate. The first mistake was made by the

Denham Government, of which the hon.
member for Wynnum was a member. At
that time there should never have been a
single acre of land let to anyone until the
irrigation scheme was properly laid out, and
that would have saved thousands of pounds
in the grading of the land, and there would
nol have been so many wells reauired for
the irrigating of that estate. Therefore,
seme of the blame lies at the door of the
Kidston Government when they repurchased
the Inkerman Hstate, knowing as they must
have known, if they knew anything about
Queensland at all, that it was in a dry belt,
and that to make sugar-growing a success in
that part of Queensland, it was necessary to
have irrigation. There is nothing to say that
we must stop at 2,500 acres of irrigable land
on the Inkerman HEstate. That i1s only a
commencement, as the Minister well knows.
Has private enterprise never made any mis-
takes in connection with some of its ventures,
especially in connection with new things?
This is an entirely new thing in the State
of Queensland. 1 am not carried away by
the opinions of experts, as I used to be a few
vears ago. My eight years’ experience in
Parliament as member for Bowen—not only
in connection with experts dealing with irr1-
gation and railways and engineers in con-
necsion with construction works—has led me
to have less faith in experts than I used to
have. I think that if a little more common
sense—that should be put in big capitals—
was exercised, and there was not so much
dependence upon experts, then those experts
wonld be more likely to keep within their
e<timate of cost. At any rate. T hope the
Minister will keep a firm hand on whoever
may be in charge of the Dawson Valley
scheme. T do not altogether agree with the
Minister in giving the Commissioner auto-
cratic powers. I believe that if anyone
should have autocratic powers, it is the repre-
sentatives of the people, and Ministers in
particular, and that those powers should
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not ke rransferred to an autocratic Commis-
sioner. I believe that those who are respon-
«ible to the people should take the responsi-
Lility. I guite agreed with the hon. member
for Normanby when he said this afternoon
that in the last analysis it is generally the
hon. member for the particular locality who
hus to carry the baby, if there is any baby
in carry. Any mistakes that are made by
the Government have to be carried by the
rank and file. and I would rather those
niistakes should be made by the representa-
tives of the people than by any expert,
whether in conuection with irrigation or any
other work carried out by the State.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Iaxps: No
poiitical head could exercise complete super-
V1S101H,

Mr. COLLINS: I do not altogether agree
with the Minister, because, if we have not
got sufficient political heads, then there
would be nothing wrong in creating a few
more. {Laughter.) Then again, I am not
altcgether carried away with the type of
settler that the Commissioner may approve
of. because I have made a close observation
in my electorate, and I have no hesitation in
telling this House that some of the most suc-
cessful sugar-growers on the Inkerman Estate
and round about Proserpine are miners from
Charters Towers and Ravenswood. Con-
sideration wants to be given to that type of
man. Going upon the land is a question of
work, work, work; and my experience in
connection with the men in my own electorate
is that those who work, work, work, and
work again and again have made a success
on the land. That is the type of settler who
should be encouraged. The best class of

settler is not always the kind that

[8.30 p.m.] can put his hand in his pocket,

sign a cheque for £350, and say,
I have sufficient capttal to go on the land.”
Ir does not follow that he is going to be a
success. The Premier and myself had the
pleasure of visiting a farm conducted by
such a man as I have mentioned—a Mr.
Berryman, He has one of the best irrigation
plants on his farm that is to be found in the
whole arca, and he has made a success of
sugar-growing. The point I want to make is
that it is not altogether a question of having
the money ; it is a question of having to work
to make a success on the land. Man has to
work to make anvthing a success. With all
due respect to Mildura, with its 12,000 acres
of irrigable land and an annual production
of £500,006. I am prepared to say that the
2.500 acres irrigated on the Inkerman Hstate
will give a greater return in proportion. I
have just worked out roughly that the area
irrigated at Inkerman would produce about
75,000 tons of cane, and. taking that cane at
the low nstimate of £2 a ton, that would
give a return of £150.000. If we had the
same number of acres irrigated on the Inker-
man Bstate as are irrigated at Mildura, there
would be a greater production of wealth. I
was very pleased to hear the leader of tf_)e
Opposition say that this is a day of big
things. (f conrge it iz a day of big things,
and the Oovernment are doing the big
things. We cannot expect all the big things
to be a success, and some will probably be
failures. T am very pleased to think that we
are launching out in that direction. We have
to turn to other parts of the world to see the
success achieved as the result of irrigation.
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There ix an article in the July issue of
“ Qurrent History 7 headed ** How America’s
Irrigation P’roblem has been Solved ' —

* The remarkable sfory of the conver-
sion of millions of acres of arid desert
into prosperous agricultural settlements,
An enormous addition to the wealth of
the nation. Difficulty of making irriga-
tion schemes pay overcome by the grow-
ing demand for hydro-electric power,”

I understood the Minister to sav that part
of the Dawson Valley scheme was to generate
hydro-electric power. The article states—

_““In the United States, however, irriga-
tion as we understand the term is of
comparatively recent origin, extending
back much less than a century. Our
Government records on the subject do not
antedate 1860, although local history con-
tains an earlier record than that—the
year 1847, and a Mormon settlement in
Ttah.”

We all know that it was Brigham Young
of the Mormons who evolved the first idea
with respect to irrigation in the TUuited
States.  {Laughter.) Hon. members may
laugh at my reference to Brigham Young
and the Mormons, but evervone must admit
after reading the history of these wonderful
people—this is something the hoa. member
for Burnett can ponder over—that these
people did not worry about markets. They
went hundred of miles into the wilderness,
built up a great city, established great irri-
gation works, and created their own markets.
As time goes on, not only in this country
but in every country in the civilised world,
we shall have to create our own markets.
There will come a time when each country
and nation will have to develop its own
resources and live within them to a large
extent. That day 15 not as far distant as
some might imagine. I do not want hon.
members to think that T am so foolish ae
to  advocate the doctrine of polygamy.
{Laughter.) I could give hon. members
opposite a very rough answer if I liked,
but I will not do it. I was only quoting
what these wonderful people did.” They
trekked 1,100 miles into the wilderness and
built up a great city and a civilisation of
which the hon. member for Fassifern, no
doubt. could tell us something. Let me quote
again from ‘ Current History ”—

“ Under this system of federal co-
operation the reclamation of America’s
arid lands proceeds to-day with increased
speed and confidence. Before 1860 the
rumber of farms under irrigation in the
United States was 696, comprising
469,000 acres; in 1910 the acreage had
increased to 14,433,285; while by 1920
the Government census shows 1,916,391
farms under irrigation, with an irrigated
acreage of 19,191.716 and an area subject
to irrigation under projected schemes in
excess of 36,000.000 acres. The present
gross area under irrigation in the United
States. all of which is the result of not
more than seventy vears’ activity. repre-
sents one-fifth of the aggregate lands
now being irrigated on the earth’s sur-
face. In addition. we have many great
nrojects in view, including the Columbia
River project. which contemplates the
reclamation of 4500.000 acres of arid
land. and the Colorado basin. with
7.000,000 acres, while Bills in Congress
and appropriations alrcady provided

1923—4 »
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furnish many hundreds of millions of
dollars and include development in all
parts of the country where irrigation is
in practice.”

That goes to show what has been accom-
plished in a few vears by the United States
Government. When we consider that the
Commonwealth of Australia is pretty nearly
as large as the United States, it goes to
show what we can do in the development of
this Srate and this Commonwealth if we
wish. Hon. members opposite are continu-
ally erying out for a vigorous policy of
immigration. If they are to be consistent,
they will have to support a proposal such
as this, otherwise where are we going to
put the people when they arrive? What is
the use of sending new arrivals to a dry
portion of the State? We have to get down
10 bedrock and realise that a large portiom
of this State is in a dry belt, and, if ever
1t 1s going to be great. man has to make it so.
We shall have to utilise the best engineering
skill and go in for works such as that whieck
was outlined by the Minister this afternoon.
T.et me quote further from * Current His-
tory ” as to what has been done in the
great country I have referred to—

“ Consider first the VYakima Indian
Reserve in Eastern Washington. This
reserve—100,000 acres of drought-stricken
desert, once optimistically valued at 50
cents per acre—"

I want hon. members to take a note of that—
* was irrigated by the Government for
the Tndians. At the end of ten years
1ts annual vield in crops passed 7,000,000
dollars, the value of its lands had
increased to 200 dollars per acre, and the
assets thus created would reasonably
approximate 30,000,000 dollars.”

Then let me quote again from the same
article—

“ Perhaps the most illuminating
instance of all, however, is the story of
Imperial Valley in Southern (alifornia.
Bere i3 a valley unique in all world
history—a burned-out lake bed of pre-
historic origin, the former bed of the
Gulf of California. 1,000.000 acres in
area, lying from 200 to 300 feet below
the level of the sea.” -

“ Twenty-one vears ago it boasted but
a single prospector’s shack, for Imperial
Valley was a drought-stricken desert,
strewn with the bleached bones of both
men and beasts who, in an effort to cross
its hot surface. had died of thirst. In
1902, after much preliminary effort, the
waters of the Colorado were diverted for
reclamation purposes into this ancient
lake bed. To-day Imperial Valley is
perhaps the most famous agricultural area
anywhere on earth. It has 650,000 acres
under water, and because of the climate
anl a highly modern system of irriga-
tion it raises from five to seven crops per
annum. with a vicld of often 2,000 dql]_al‘s
per acre. It supports a score of thriving
towns and villages: its population com-
prises 65,000 people; and last year it
shipped one carload of agricultural pro-
duce for each man, woman, and child of
the entire population. The value of this
vield was 70,000.000 dollars, while the
estimated potential wealth. resulting from
this application of Colorado River water
to a drought-stricken. famished soil, is

Mr. Collins.]
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500,000.000 doilars.  All this has
created out of a barren desert
period of twenty-one years.”

I could go on quoting from the same
article dealing with other portions of the
United States, but there is no need to do so.
I have bad the opportunity of visiting
Nathan's Gorge as a member of the Public
Works Commission and of travelling over
some of the country which it is proposed to
irrigate, and I have no hesitation in saving
that, 1f that land is poor, then God help the
rest of Queensland. It is not poor. What I
have been reading from this magazine is
what the American people have been doing
with soil that 1s poor. I believe that this
scheme will be successful, notwithstanding
that the estimated cost is within the vicinitv
of £2,000,000, though I am rather doubtful
about the opinions of cxperts, becuuse they
‘have led us astray on more than one occasion.

Hoxourasre Mrevpers: Hear, hear !

Wir. COLLINS: In fact, outside of a know-
ledge of mathematics and a few other things,
I am beginning to think that they do not
know any more than other people.” (Laugh-
ter.} A good deal of common sense should be
exercised, and these experts should at times
listen. to common sense. The Minister occa-
sionally gives too much ear to experts, and
not enough to the opinions of representatives
of the people. We have been sent here by
the people as common-sense individuals, to
malke the Jaws for common-sense people. We
do. not send experts into Parliament. If we
had to do that, God knows what kind of
laws they would make. (Laughter.) The
Minister is a common-sense individual, and,
as a layman, he should use that common
sense over those experts and keep them in
their places. I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the proposal. and I hope that it will
be one of the many that will be brought
before this Chamber, and that it will be a
success and increase the production and
wealth of this State,

HoxovraBre MevBErs : Hear, hear!

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) : The hon. member
for Bowen mentioned the fact that this is a
day of big things. So far as the Government
are concerned, 1t is a dav of big things only

been
in a

in the matter of having them on paper. If.

vou go into the doings of the Government in
regard to land settlement and water conser-
vation, you will ind it impossible to hit upon
a successful achievement.

Mr. S1zER: They have all been losses.

Mr. KERR: Everr one of them has
resulted in a substantial loss to the Stato.
We are not here for the purpose of criticising
and killing every measure that is for the
advancement of the State. At the same timo
it 1s a right and privilege of members of this
House that we chould criticise similar doings
of the Government. Queensland, under
Labour administration, has had a wonderful
opportunity to establish settlers on the land.
I refer, not onlv to the Crown lavds of the
State, but the Government went further than
that and spent many hundreds of thousands
of pounds on repurchasing estates, allegedly
some of the best land in Queensland.

The SecRETARY ror Pusric Laxps: What
has that to do with this proposition ¥

Mr. KERR: I am referring to that in
passing, as I have a right to do. The
Government have had an opportunity unique
in the history of Queensland of doing some-

[Mr. Collins.
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thing for the State. and they have failed
miserably. They have spent over £2,000,000
of loan money to establish perhaps 2,000 of
the best settlers in Queensland and have
fatled——

The SECRETARY 1OR PUBLIC LaxDs: Where?

Mr. KERR: In practically every part of
Queensland, in soldier settlements,

The SECRETARY FOR Prsric Laxps: What
State has made a success of soldier settle-
ment ? ]

Mr. KERR: Why point to other States?
You bave the same land and the same market
and a good class of men to settle.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC Lavps: What is
the use of talking rot like that.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. KERR: It is a fact. If the Minister
wants a decent class of settler, he will give
those men a chance on these lands of which
we have heen hearing so much recently. They
would certainly make a success there. The
Minister would be well advised to get hold of
some of those men and give them that chance.
They are now loaded with debt and are going
to be kept on their present blocks.

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon.
member will keep to the proposition before
the House.

Mr. KEFERR: The Inkerman irrigation
scheme has been fully discussed, and to get
at the merits of the measure before the House
we are entitled to examine the position of
an irrigation scheme which has been tried in
Queensland. No one can gainsay the fact
that the experience which we have gained in
connection with the Inkerman 1rrigation
schems 1s going to be reflected in this pro-
position.  We shall have a largo area of
Queersland, part of it covered with prickly-
pear and part of it undiscovered in the true
sense of production .

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaxDs: You have
never been outside of Enoggera. You have
never been off the railway line in Queensland.

Mr. KERR: I have been in most parts of
Queensland and in other parts of Australia,
and T have seen more irrigation on the Nile
and in other parts of the world than the
Minister has thought of.

The Secrerary rorR Pusric Laxpsg: You
might have seen it.
Mr. KERR: I have secn a million acres

under irrigation and producing in the desert
of Fegvpt—one of the driest countries in the
world.

Mr. Corring: Then why should not the
Dawson Valley scheme be a success?

Mr. KERR: I am making this speech.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaxDs: You saw
the Pyramids tco, but that did not make you
any more intelligent.

Mr. KERR : It has given me a direct know-
ledge that the Minister has not got.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Laxps: You did
not assimilate the knowiedge.

Mr. KERR: The Minister will now assimi-
late it from my speech. It is proposed to
spend £400.000 of loan money to build a rail-
way into this country, although there is not
a settler in the vieinity of the proposed rail-
way. It is proposed to spend on irrigation
works £2.000,000, and they are to be con-
structed by day labour. In addition it is
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sproposed to scttle well over
advancing £1.000 to each., You are going to
spend in the vicinity of &£5,000,000 or
£10,030.000 before you finish.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS:
. £E£0,300,000.

Mr. KERR: 1 said £5,000,000 or
£10,000,000, and that will be very close to
the mark, although, if it is to be judged by
the criginal estimate of the Inkerman scheme,
it ix going to cost £15,000,000.

Myr. SiZErR: More.

Mxx KERR: Here is a similar scheme, and
I have never read a more condennutmv
comment than that made by the Auchtm
General in his report which was received
to-day upon the Inkerman scheme. In a few
words he tells us definitiely that it was
-originally anticipated to irrigate 18,000 acres
at a cost of £131.000, and then he tells us
in the next sentence that only 2,500 acres have
been irrigated at a cost of £392,000. Can anyg-
-one tell me that we can look forward with a
-great deal of pleasure to a similar scheme?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaxDs: It is not
a similar scheme.

1,000 settlers.

Make it

~ Mr. KERR: This proposal, in my opinion,
a worse scheme than the Inkerman scheme,
1 may tell the hon. gentleman——m

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Laxps: You
can tell me a lot of things, but I am not
going to take any notice of them.

Mr. KERR: I do not care whether you
tale any notice of them or not. I am not
speaking to vou—you are just one of the
atoms in this House. (Laughter.)

The SPEAKFER: Order! Order!

Mr. KERR: The Inkerman scheme had
a better foundation than the Dawson Valley
scheme in that the farmers on the Inkerman
irrigation area are sugar-growers, and they
have a market in Australia for the produce
which they can grow. On the other hand
they do not know what they can grow in
the Dawsonr Valley. It has been suggested
that tobscco is to be grown—an article for
which we -have no payable or proved market.
The Sceretary for Public Lands, when spealk-
ing on the Palmerston Land Settlement Bill,
satd that the foundation of any successful
sottlement scheme in Queensland is to have
an cstablished market. I agree fully with
what the hon gentleman said, and I quoted
his remark ~u«)~oqaonﬂv

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaXDS:
did vou arrive at that conclusion?

Mr. KEERR:
a2t the conclusion

When

The hon. gentleman arrived
and I agreed with his
words, We have an established market for
the produce that can be grown on the
Palmerston avea. It has been stated by
several hon. members opposite that on the
Dawson Valley area we can grow wheat and
maize, and perhaps some other product will
be grown: but it must be remembered that
the Upper Burnett and Callide lands and
another large arca of country are to be
utilised for the growing of these products,
for which there is no dependable market.
Hon. . T. BrexwanN: There is not a ton
of fodder conserved on the Downs to-day.

Mr. KERR: T say there is no dependable
market for these products.

The SPEAKER: Order! Tt appears to
me that the hon. member is not dealing with
the question before the House.
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My, KERR: I am expressing an opinion
in regard to the proposal beiore the House,
and 1 am entitled to say what it is going
to lead Quecensland into. I have examined the
situation, and I cannot see that the result
which iz promised is going to be achieved.
I can sce that a great tax is ;fmmv to be
laid on the people when we already have
other areas cof land available sufficient to
settle as many settlers as we are likely to
have during the next f{ive or ten yvears,

The Srecrerary ror IPrsiic Laxps: You
talk immigration in your spare moments.

Mr. KERR: I talk immigration to-day.
There is too much talk of schemes in order
to delude the people more or less. but noth-
ing substantial that will benefit the people
lto(mj here. We have large arcas of land
n‘vaiia‘nlo under ditferent schemes that will
cost lesz than the scheme now proposed.

The Secrerary For Prsric Laxps: Where
are they?

Mr. KERR: The estimated annual
reverue from this scheme is £211,500. That
revenuc 1s anticipated when the whole
200.000 acres are fully utilised. One must
have great faith in the future to expect

that those 200,000 acres of land will be occu-
pied and will reach the stage when we expect
to get £211.500 revenue from them. As a
business proposition these undertakings should
be on a busincss foundation. The mainten-
ance and management of the scheme is to
cost £41.300. and the interest and sinking
fund £137,760, making a total annual charge
for maintenance, management. interest. and
sinking fund charges of £179,060. That is
an immediate charge, whether the 200,000
acres are settled or not. That charge is
there to-day. but the anticipated revenue
is not there. Before we can get that revenue
we have to open the land, we have to build
50 miles of railway, and we have to run
water 50 or 60 miles. The whole of the
charges will be put on the people of Queens-
land before anvthing is producad. If there is
an abbolute necessitv at this stage to spend all
that loan moncy, there might be some reason
in incurring the e\hendnuw before getting
any revenue, but at this stage the Gover-
ment could well consider a proposition to
develop to a greater vxh\n‘c areas alveady
available in Quesnsland.

in conclusion, with some of
that have been made by the
Minister., He said the conditions in Queens-
land were different from the conditions in
other parts of the world. and because of that
fact we could not very well take az a guide
irrigation :ehmnos in other parts of the world.
With that I <o not agree. We could very
well be guided by what has been done in
connection with irrigation canals in other
mn‘fs of the world, I have an article here
from the “Yesr Book” for 1920 of the
Department of Aerieulture of the United
States of America. We find there a state-
ment by the Minister for Agriculture that
there are sufficient canals and sub-canals in
America. if ]omod together. to go five times
round the globe. If a country can construct
0 many miles of canals for surface irriga-
tion. we should be guided by their experience.
On some irrigation schemes I have seen 5
acres fully irrigated and intensely cultivated
and the back area from each block ranging
up to 400 and 500 acres. If we could wdopt
some such plan as that. it would be an excel-
lent idea. I have seen cattle grazing in the

Mr. Kerr.]

I want to deal.
the remarks
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back arcas, and I hiave seem a small area of
land close to the canal which it is cheaper
and more economical to irrigate fully under
intense cultivation. The Secretary of Agri-
culture in Anerica has this to say on The
question—

“It likewise follows that, if only &
acres out of every 100 acres can be ulti-
mately irrigated owing to the lack of
water, a'premium will be placed on the
relatively small areas for which water

iz available. Such lands will be called
upon to produce suflicient forage to feed
range stock during severe storms in
winter —
9 pm.]
Instead of storms in winter we have our
droughts—
*and when droughts occur and dry-

land crops partially fail, the Crops grown
on xruga*ed fields will constitute the
farmer’s main dependents. At present
the trend is in this direction. In recent
vears the farmers of the West have
depended more on their irrigated hold-
ings. The prevalence of droughts, the
small average vearly returns from dry
rerming, the high prices of many irri-
gated products, and the scarcity of labour
have exerted more or less influence in
causing farmers to concentrate their
efforts to a greaier degree on relatively
small irrigated tracts and to bring these
to the highest staté of production, This,
in turn, has created a greater demand
for water, increased its value, enhanced
the price of irrigated land, and awakened
a desire to lessen the waste of water by
the adoption of better appliances and by
more skilful use.

If I can do anything to make the Bill a
better measure than it is, I am going to do
so. T hope the Minister will consider—and,
if necessary, seek advice on the matter and
have it available at the Committee stage—
the question of having concentrated pro-
duciion on the 5 acres at the front, the arca
at the back being used in other ways.

The SgcreTsrYy FOR PusLic Lanps: That
will be done on areas which lend themselves
to it

Mr. KERR: I am glad to hear that. In
countries which have mnot the vast areas we
have in Queensland, perhaps that would be
very difficult. The time has arrived for the
conservation of water in this country, but,
in the interests of Queensland, I cannot per-
mit the Government, when bringing forward
these schemes, to forget that there are many
other factors which dominate the situation.
What good is it to have vast schemes for
irrigation purposes if our secondary indus-
tries are languishing through excessive taxa-
tion? You must balance one with the other.
Qucensland has suffered by schemes such as
the Inkerman irrigation scheme, where
£170,000 has had to be written off, and
soldier scttiements, in connection with which
a sum of £1.000.000 will possibly have te be
written off.  Thewe matters must be taken
into- consideration before we spend millions
cf pounds more. We must spend our money
to the very best advantage. The building
of a rmlway into this area at a cost of
£400,000, when there is not yet one settler,
and at the same time providing water at a
cost of £2,000,000, is a pretty big order.
The Government should eliminate any factor

[Mr. Kerr.
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which  would depreciate  Quecnsland., and
adopt the best means of bringing prosperity
to the State.

Mr. EDWARDS {(X¥anango): Every hon.
member must agree that the time has
arrived when we should take the question
of irrigation into sericus consideration. First
of all, we must all agree that greater infor-
mation should be obtained in connection
with this scheme before such a huge sum of
money is expended. The Minister discussed
the question of the particular product which
was likely to be successfully raised and the
finding of a market. He said that it may be
possible to raise fat lambs on lucerne. 1 do
not know whether it is the :intention to give
the selectors who go on to these areas a cer-
tain amount of back country on which to go
in for raising lambs.

The Secrerary ¥or Pusric Laxps: The
idea is to mix the irrigable land with the
back country.

Mr. EDWARDS: That may be all right,
but one thing which is necessary is the
establishment of freezing works. Such worke
are established in Victoria and are very
successful. The Minister, when speaking of
the growing of products, eventually got down
to the only one which would be a success—
namely, tobacco-growing. We have no infor-
mation before us as to a market for tobacco.
As one who has had experience in growing
cereal crops, I may say that you would very
often ruin crops in deep soils by irrigating
them and then having a heavy rainfall on
the top of it. One important point is that
this land is 180 miles inland from Rockhamp-
ton, so that we shall not be in as good a
nosition as Victoria in regard to the export
of products to Brisbane and other markets in
Southern Queensland. They have a big lead
on us in Victoria and New_ South Wales in
connection with the establishment of irriga-
tion areas. We are going to spend a huge
sum of money without a prospect of obtainng
a market for the products we are going to
raise. As one who has travelled backwards
and forwards on the boats between Brisbane
and Melbourne, I can say that we have been
importing for twenty-four years all the pro-
ducts we are growing in the State.

The SecrerTsRY FOR PubLic Laxps: Where
do you ship the butter from your district?

Mr. EDWARDS: From Brisbane.

The Srcrerary For PusLic Lasps: How
far is that from your district?

Mr. EDWARDS: 200 miles.

The Secretary FOR Prsric Laxps: Is your

district unsuecessful ?

Mr. EDWARDS: The Minister has nc
knowledge at all of the conditions of the
industry at the present time. I would like
him to come up and have a look at my
district.

The SECRETARY FOR Pusric Laxps: What
is the good of talking about it in drought
time ?

Mr. EDWARDS: If the Minister has
studied the conditions in Queensland for the
last twenty years, he must know that ws
raust talk about drought times as well as
about wet times,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIc LaNDs: If you
cen settle land successfully 200 miles away
from a port, cannot these men settle land
180 miles away?
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Mr. EDWARDS : If we are going to strike
decent seasons, as we all hope—]I do not think
we are going 1o continue always to have the
conditions of the last few vears—are the
teople on such =n1all areas as are proposed
here going to produce butter as successfully
as 1he pcop]e ou the larger arcas closer to a
mulkot’ It is a dangerous thing to spend
such a large amount of money without know-
ing what you are going to do with the land
when vou irrigate it. I have seen eight or
ten vears on the Downs when the farmers
had lucerne stacks a few miles from the rail-
way. and they could not get £1 'a stack for
it

Ir. GLEDSOX :

Mr. EDWARDS: No. I have been here
only twenty-four vears, and I have known
thie Downs for eleven years, and up to 1902
you could not sell it. I am only pointing
that out to show the danger of spending
large sums of money without knowing
where yvou ave going to get a market.
would like the Minister to consider seriously
the making of the small dam first, and

That was fifty years ago.

irrigating  the 5.000 acres—which, after
all, is a big undertaking. In fact, if the
Government are going to carry this out

under the same conditions as those under
which they have carried out public works
in Queensland, it will be too big for them.
They are mismanaging practically all the
public works, and it scems to me. as the
hon. member for Enoggera said, that all the
talk about a huge scheme like this is purely
paper talk; T hope it is not. I understand,
morcover, that in Southern Queensland there
are smaller areas well suited for irrigation.
There is the Mount Edwards proposal, which
1 understand has been described by experts
and persons who have practical knowledge
as likely to be a great success without any
occasion for spending a huge amount of
money in putting poople on the land. They
are there "alveady. There are other areas
in my own district, such as that on Barambah

Creck and Barker's Creek.

The SecreTsRY rorR PusLic Laxps: People
being on the land will not make it less
costly.

Mr. EDWARDS : I believe the Minister is
trying to get a business grip of the position
of the State from the peoint of view of land
settlement. and 1 understand one of the
reasons for introducing this proposal is that
1t i1s a sort of insurance against drought.
We should take that into consxdelatlon We
should consider whether it is not safer to
provide a certain amount of irrigation in
aveas settled already than to bind the State
to spend huge sums on schenmes to carry us
over times of stress such as that {'hlo'lgh
which we are passing. If we are going to
spend a huge amount on a scheme such an
this, only to find that freight for the produce
to the market is equally as much or more
than from the Southern States and other
places where they have irrigation, we shall
discaver that we have not a busines Proyosi-
tion, and are faced with a loss.

It is all very well for us to propese a_huge
scheme when we have no experience of irri-
gation except the huge loss we have experi-
enced in connection with one particular
scheme. I am not saying that I have any
expert knowledge in the matter, but my
experience of irrigation and waterways in
Victoria tells me that the Queensland condi-
tions are quite different. In Victoria and
most other places the subsoil is clay, and

[2 OcroBER.]
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water can be ran over that land fur more
cheaply and more casily than in deep soils
such as we have in Queensland, and I main-
tain t‘lat irrigation on deep soils such as
there are in this area—similar to the black
soil of the Downs—Iis going to be a very
costly matter. I have seen a channel on
the Downs running with water for hours
orly to a certain point. and then disappearing
on account of the depth of soil: in such coun-
try it seems to me “that the only successful
way of irrigating is by spraving. because if
vou run_a huge quantity of water over such
land and then have a certain amouni of wet
weather, crops cannot be grown on it at all.
I‘ very me"nbel who has had any experience in
the growing of crops knows that it is almost
as difficult to grow crops on much of our
land during a very wet season as it is during
a drought. I have known cases “Lmt niaize
has not grown more than 2 or 3 feet high,

simply because it was almost drowned in
the carly stages of its  growth.  Other
speakers have given a lor of information—

in fact we have peregrinated all over the
world—but, afrer all, the market is the
biggest problem.

The SecreETary ror PuBLic Laxps: We
are not going in for cattle production.
Those are the cxigencies of the situation.
There are £50,000.000 i cattle.

Mr. EDWARDS: If the Government are
going to spend £2.000.000 on irrigation. and
It turns out to be a failure from a business
point of view, I am sure that the Minister
would be the first to admiit that the Govern-
ment had made a mistake. and regret that
they did not go on with the smaller project
to see 1f the big proposal was likely to be
successful. It would be quicker too, and
would prove a greater saving in times of
drought in the near future.

With reference to the actual carrying out
of these works, I hope the Government will
not do what has been done on other works.
I have seen works started and the men taken
off. then started again. and the men taken
off again. [ hope the Government will carry
this project out quickly and be done with if.
Let us sec as soon as possible whether we
can make a success of it. because the State
loses heavily if we are continually putting
men on works and taking them off.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LavDs:
was not a success at first,

Mr. EDWARDS: I am well aware of the
position of Mildurn The Minister knows
as well as I do thar Vietoria can consums
a great deal more of the crops produced

Mildura,

ithere than we can. They are growing at
Mildura a product for which they have a
great market.

The SecrReTarY For Pustic Laxps: They

had no market until they used their intelli-
gence and organised themselves.

Mr. EDWARDS: That mav be. In the
earlyv days of Mildura and in the wheat areas
of the Mallee countrv the Government came
to the rescue of the settlers by granting them
concessions in freight.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS :
was nine vears withour a railway.

Mr. FDWARDS: They had rivers. They
got over their difficulties much better than
we shall get over curs to-day. The Minister
must take into consideration the fact that
there are huge areas in Victoria and New
South Wales at present under irrigation, and

My. Edwards.]

Mildura
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the producrs from those arcas are sent here
and will compete with the products that will
be forwarded from the Dawson Valley when
the schenie is in working order. I am not
opposed to irrigation. I think we should
“ave started it vears ago. I think that we
snould be in the same stage of advancement
as they are in the South, because then we
would be in a very much better position than
we are now. I bolieve that the impounding
of huge bodies of water will have the effect
of increasing the rainfall, as I believe it has
had in Victoria. Ever since they have had
huge bodies of warer conserved in the South
they have had very much more regular rain-
fall than they had in years gone by.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Ozley): I have no
desire to detain the House, but it seems to
me that this measure is of sufficient mmport-
ance to call for comment from those who
have some slight knowledge of irrigation and
have any views 1o place before the Minister
and his departmental officers that may be of
assistance to them in this important project.
I do not sce how any of us who have for
vears heen preaching the doctrine of immi-
gration, and at the same time have been dis-
cussing water conservauon, can well throw
any cold water on a propozal of this nature.

HoxorvriBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Kmzwsx: You have struck the nail on

the head.

AMr. ELPHINSTONE: I am of rhe firm
opinion thatr it is quite useless to bring hun-
dreds and thousands of immigrants into our
State without doing something to make pro-
vision for their reception when they arrive
here, and in a State like Queensland, where
water is a very serious matter, we should keep
well to the fore the question of water conser-
vation and the supply of water.

I was very intercsted in the remarks that
fell from the hon. member for Bowen, who,
I can quite understand, must feel somewhat
tender on this project, particularly in view
of the facts disclosed to-day in the Auditor-
General’s report. I can feel for that gentle-
man in the position in which he finds himself,

but I am pet going to condemn that hon..

gentleman for having to “ carry the baby ”
of the Inkerman irrigation scheme. In my
judgment, that scheme gives us ample food for
thought and reflection in the great proposal
before the House at the present juncture.
If we consider that scheme—I do 1t in the
bearing it has on this proposal—one has to
consider that every one of those wells on the
Inkerman Estate is costing, and has cost, in
capital expenditure approximately £3,000.
T have argucd that it would have bheen very
much more efficiently and economically con-
structed and conducted if each farmer had
made available to him approximately £1.000
with which he could instal his complete irriga-
tion plant. He could then have got sufficient
water for his nceds. and at the same time
he'n master of the situation. That could have
been done in that area. I have some very
considerable knowledge of water supplies in
areas such as the Inkerman area. I dwell on
this phase because it may offer some kind of
a suggestion to those who have charge of this
proposal, because any shortage of water which
may be occasioned by very great evaporation
or very great soakage may be overcome by
making available independent or separate
water supplics to each farmer when there is
sufficient water available. A supply of sub-

[Mr. Edwards.
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torrancan water is one of the best forms of
water supply that T know of.

The SecRETARY FOR PUBLIC Laxps: That is
not the case with thizs scheme.

Mr. ELPIIINSTONE: I have no know-
ledge of this arca, and I therefore approach
the subject with diffidence, because I do not
sce that any hon. member can conscientiously
and intelligently discuss the question 1n
detail withont having some Intimate know-
ledge of local conditions, and probably, if
some of us had taken the pains to go and
see this arca and become seized of its
potentialities and peculiar characteristics, the
discussion which would have arisen would
have been a little more Lelpful. I merely
say. from my own knowledge of irrigation in
Queensland, “which extends over a period o
ten years. that I am satisfied that where sub-
terrancan supplies are available at reasonable
depths the process of irrigation is more
satisfactorily handled by wells, pumps, and
cugines than it is by the conservation of water
in large quantities.

The Sk RETARY FOR PUBLIc Laxps: In the
Inkerman irrigation scheme the idea was to
concentrate the power in oue central posi-
fion. There is nothing wrong with the con-
ceptionn of Inkerman: the trouble has been
in carrving out the work. ’

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: In my opinion,
there was something wrong with the concep-
tion of the Inkerman scheme. I do not see
what possible benefit there was in concen-
trating the power in one centre as has been

Jdone. You sec the result of it.
The SECRETsRY FOR PuBLIc LANDS: You
would not have electric power for every

industry in Brisbaune. You would centralise
it.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: When the farmers
are sitvated in places many miles apart, as
is the case on the Inkerman Xstate. it
means the carrving of electric current by
expensive methods to these far-away farmers.
Considering the price of fuel and of internal
combustion engines, and the reliability whick
those engines have attained at the present
time, ir would be very much more efficient
to provide each farmer with the means of
obtaining his own power instead of drawing
it from the central station that has to serve
o wide an area. The actual area originally
embraced in the Inkerman scheme was some-
thing like 18.000 acres, so onlvy a fraction of
the scheme has been given effect to. If the
cost of the power station at Inkerman. the
cost of upkesp, and tha cost of carrying the
clectric energy to the distant farms, the
maintenance of the poles and wires is com-
puted and compared with the cost and upkeep
of 130 internal combustion engines, it would
be all in favour of the latter, and if capital
outlay only was compared, it would be found
that internal combustion engines could be
provided at & very much less capital cost than
was expended on the power station.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You are
relving on a big arca.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: 1 put that sugges-
tion before the Minister and his officers,
because I am satisfied I am correct. The
power station at Inkerman cost something
like £130.000. I am not quite sure of the cost
of the distribution of the electric cnergy. but
what I argue is that 130 internal combustion
engines of a capacity of 15 horse-power could
have been more cheaply purchased, and by
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farmer could have control

It would then have been
a matter for the Government to recover the
cost of these engines from the farmer
as fime and opporrunity permitted. As the
hon. member for Bowen said, these engines
¢ casily he worked by the application of
ordinary common sense. Engines these days
are made almost fool-proof. My only object
in advancing this argument iz that in a pro-
position tike this, where water is obtainable
at reascnable depths, many of the difficulties
associated with such an undertaking could be
overcome, such as the friability of the coun-
try, the difficulty of the distribution of the
water by channels, aqueducts, and so forth.

The SecRETARY ror Pusnic Laxps: This
scheme does not lend itself to that idea.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The argument that
has been advanced by the hon. member for
Aubigny, supported by the rveport of the

Publie Works Commission, leads

[9.30 p.m.] one to believe that the soil in

this area is rather friable, and

that therefore the water soaks underncath,

and the natural deduction is that it sinks to

depths which permit of its being rvendered

available by pumps and internal combustion
engines.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Laxnps: We are
dealing with river water at Inkerman and
Bowen.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE :
with river water here?

The SECRETARY For PusLic Laxps: No.

Mr. ELPHINSTOXNE: I have no intimate
knowl:dge of this area—if hon. members
were to bo quite frank, it would be found that
very few have an intimate knowledge of it.
The oxper ience that we have had ot irriga-
tion schemes in other parts of Q\IOOl’lsldnd is
well worth considering in connection with
undertakings of this description. The hon.
member for Bowen rather expressed satisfac-
tion that progress has been shown at Inker-
man, and ther:fore there should he no objec-
tion to its cost. The object of the Opposition
is to point out that progress is most desirable,
but there is a limit as to the amount which
the community can spend to secure progress.
We have to remember that th» public debt
has to bear the brunt of this progress, and
the interest on the public debt becomes
unbearable when the schemes in which the
money is invested are not interest-carning.
Therefore our duty is to examine this measure
in a critical manner so that w> can give
suggestions and advice. I was rather inter-
ested in some of the remarks of the hon.
menber for Bowen., 1 was wondering what
Brigham Young, the Mormons, and the carry-
ing of babies had {o do with irrigation. T
have no doubt that the hon. momber for
Bowen in his desire to sce a population come
into this area wishas to sce a scheme adopted

that means evers
of his own supply.

Are we not dealing

that has meant wonders in populating the
United States.
Mr. Coreixs: You are a damn~d liar if

vou say that. I will not sit here and allow
vou to make an imputation like that.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! T call
upen the hon. member for Bowen fo with-
draw the expression.

Mr. CorLins: Am T to sit here and hear an
hon. member imputing immoral purposes to
me?

Mr. G. P. Barxes: You are mistaken.

Mr., CorLins: T ask that the hon. member
for Oxley be asked to withdraw also.

[2 OcroBER.| I
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The SPEAKER: Order! Order! did
not he(u the hon. member for Oxliy .mputo
any improper motive to the hon. member for
Bowen. otherwise I would have asked him to
withdr aw‘.

Mr. Corrixs: The hon. member for Oxlev
imputed that I was advocating what are
known as immoral mothods.

The SPEAKER : I did not understand the
hon. member to do so. 1f T did, I would
have asked him to withdraw. I must ask
the hoin. member for Bowen to withdraw.

My, Courang: I am not going to sit here
and stand those things being said.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! The
hon. memb r for Oxiey did not accuse the
hon.  member for Bowen of anything
improper. If he did, I would have asked
kim to withdraw.

Mr. EL PHINSTONIS: Mr. Speaker, I may
relieve the situation if I say that I Lad no
such intention, nor did I make such e .
ruggestion.

The SPEAKER: I hope the hon. member
for Bowen will withdraw the expression.

Mr, Ceroixs: 1 will withdraw very reluc-
tantly, because I object to anybody Imputing
mean d'ld 111111‘01(11 ]n()tl\ es 1o me.

Tho SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
her for Oxley has stated that he
malke such an imputation.

I teok it that he_)did.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am very sorry
indeed that the hon. member for Bowen has
even suggested that T had any such intention.
I had not. There was quite a different con-
struction placed upon my remarks to what
L intended they should convey. However, T
shall allow the episode to pass.

mem-
did not

Mr. Corpnins:

[ have examined with considerable care
the ddetails connected with this scheme and
mast admif that it is a most comprenhensive
one; and, if it can be carried out at anything
like the cost which the Irrigation Commis-
sioner assumes. then it is a most reasonable
propesition.  The point I would stress is
that T sincerely hops that nothing will inter-
fere with the engagement of the Commis-
siotier until this scheme is completed. One
of the difficulties with regard to the Inker-
man schewe, and one which caused much
injudicious expenditure, arosc from the many
changes that took place with the engineers
(‘011(1ucrm;: the scheme. We have gone to

such pains to get a Commissioner who is
apparently  quite capable of conducting

onerations that T think he should be retained
throughout.  This is his idea of how the
work should be undertaken, and his veputa-
tion is wrapped up in it.

T differ from the hon. member for Bowen
when he states that too much latitude should
nct be given to the coxpert, and that the

o

Minister should assume the responsibility
of the undnrtakmg. In my judgment it is
not pos:ible for any Alinister to assume

responsibility for such an undertaking, You
have gone far and wide to engage a com-
netert man, and so long as the State engages
in such undertakings we should get com-
petent men and, having done so, give them
the latitude they need to make the scheme
a suecess, [ should be sorry if anyone sug-
gested later on that another Commissioner
should be put in charge. Naturally the-

Mr. Elphinstone,}
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second  engineer would offer. various new
suggestions

The SecrETARY ror PrsrLic Laxps: They
alwars want to pull down the previous
-edifice.

Mr. ELPIIINSTCNE: In mr judgment

the scheme caunnot hope to be as cfficiently
constructed  and  consummated we o trust
it will be unless this continuity of super-

vision is maintained

as

I was unfortunate in not being here when
the Minister gave his opening address. but,
so far as 1 can gather, the idea was that the
conservation of the water would take seven
years to accomplish. It would be opened
I stages as sufficient water was conscrved
to supply one particular zone, which would
Dbe established at the same time. There would
be a certain amonnt of conservation on the
Nathan Dam and at the same time a sectle-
ment would be established to utilise that
water.  If that is the position. it seems to
- me to be a cautious way to proceed. Instead
of going right through with conserving this
huge body of water, the difficulties and intri-
cacies of which we shall learn as time goes
on, instead of Leing committed to the whole
expenditure at one fell blow we shall have
seven years in which to gain experience.

One very important matter which has been
touched upon and to which I must again
refer is this: I think those members of the
Opposition who have called attention to the
difficulties that may ensue in disposing of
the product that has to be raised in this
closely settled area have mentioned an
important matter which should have the con-
sideration of the Government, As I sug
gested a few nights ago, I am very pleased
to know that the Premier has begun to
recognise that the cstablishment of secondary
industries has to be carcfully considercd.
Unless you provide some means of con-
suming the products from this new scheme
it is useless to continue it. The question
of growing tobacco has been discussed at
some length to-night. The hon. membor
for Warwick gave a very interesting account
of the early history of that industry. He
showed that in the vear 1895 in the Texas
area five times as much tobacco was pro-
duced as could be consumed in Australia.
1 know that in the Bowen arvea certain
growers had to go out of the business of
tobacco-growing by reason of the difficulty
of finding a market.

1

I do not want to be a Jeremiah, but
these are matters that have to be considered.
#nd therefore, when you talk about close
settlement and intense cultivation, the ques-
‘tion of a market must be borne in mind. I
do not mean to suggest that this scheme
should not be gone on with because an
immediate market is not apparent. but I
do consider that we should apply common
sense to the proposal and remember that we
cannot go on producing primary products
in the manner we propose to do unless we
at the same time establish something in the
‘mature of secondary enterprises which are
going to consume the products of these
closely settled arcas. The expericnce of
Mildura is well worth noting. We have seen
that for some years after the people there
were producing they had little or no market
for their products. but by adversity—which
13 the finest school to learn in at all times—
ithey marketed a product which is world-

[Mr. Elphinstone.

MBLY.] Irrigation Underialing.
famed at the prosent moment—thar iz their
dried fruits.
The Secrerary ror Preric Laxps: It took

some organisation.

My, ELPHINSTONE : T quite agrea with
that. Nothing will be accomplished without
organisation. I do not think it is the duty
of the Government to go ahead and over-
come all the difficulties with which settlers
are faced. Because. if settlers come here
and are not extended, then we shall not
have the class of settler which will make
Qucensland famous.  The tendency to-day is
to do too much for the settler, and he in turn
depends too much on the Government, and
immediately he comes up against a difficulty
cr adversity he rushes cap in hand to the Go-
vernment and makes the life of the Minister
almost unbearable. Therefore I hope the
Government will only go a sufficient length
to prepare an opportunity of prosperity for
the settler, and let the settler coms in and
overcome the difficulties which every setiler
ruust expect to have to face when he comes to
a new country, because he will be a better
man through having had to face them.
Speaking on the broad question, I do ask
that having made provision, as the Govern-
ment have done in the numerous measures
that have been before this House during
this session of Parliament, for something like
10,000 settlers to go on to our lands, we
should now devote our attention to the broad
question of secondary cnterprises, so that we
ean obtain a population which will consume
the products of these settlers; and we hope
at the same time to supply these settlers with
the evervday commodities that they will need
for the development of their lands and for
the maintenance of their families year in
and vear out. The hour is late, and I do
not wish to detain the House any longer.
This is an important question, and one that
it scems to me every moember of the House
must look upon with a certain amount of
favour. because it embraces our desire to see
immigrants from the old land and the busi-
nesslike idea of seeing that reasonable pro-
vision 1s made for them when they do
arrive.

Mr. FRY (Hurilpa): 1 have advocated
water conservation and irrigation and the
use of hvdro-electric power in Queensland
right from 1918, when I first came into this
House. and I am still of the opinion that
these things are going to be the salvation of
Queensland. I aiso wish to say that any
scheme put forward for water conservation
and irrigation must be governed to a great
extent by «he locality. 1If the locality is
one which is suitable for irrigation. then
we are all right. but, if we are going to
cxpend large sums of money in_a district
where the soil is so porous that there is not
going to be a very large run-off. then we
are going to have trouble. A scheme of this
description depends to a great extent upon
the rainfall and the run-off. and apparently,
from the report submitted to us, there is
only a run-off in this arca of 3; per cent.
When we deduct evaporation and absorption
from that, it looks on the face of it as though
the scheme is not going to be the success that
it is hoped it will be.

Again, according to the Commissioner’s
report, there is only a safe margin for
10C.000 acres of land. whereas the Govern-
ment are going to irrigate 400,000 acres.
That makes me wonder how far the scheme
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is going to be a success. It is a very
ambitious scheme. and one of mational
importance. I rtrust that it will be an

unqualified success. because upon its success
will depend the prosperity of the State. But
besides having a locality which is suitable
we must also depend upon the management
and the policy which .the Government for the
time beiug carry into effect. I doubt whether
the Commissioner who is in charge of this
scheme will be allowed to finish it. From
past experience we know that once the party
behind the Government feel that a man 1s
taking to himself autocratic powers in carry-
ing out any scheme, thers is a howl, and
strings are pulled by which he is inter-
foered with. That obtains in almost every
direction of Government activits. The other
question is the marketing of products which
will be raised. The Minister was quite right
when he said that we have to work out our
destiny and to act in accordance with our
climatic conditions, The idea of damming
up rivers and streams is a very good one,
but it is not all that is necessary in con-
nection with® water conservation schemes,
There are very valuable areas in the high-
tands where we can catch the rainfall or
surface waters and store them up, but before
we incur an expenditure of £2000,000 we
have to be certain that the rainfall is there,
and that the water is going to be stored.
These schemes are all very well on paper.
When we view the pretty pictures on the
wall we admire them, bLut as legislators we
aust Joolk at these matters in the cold light
of experience. We find that the soldier
settlements and the Inkerman irrigation
scheme which the Government have started
have been failures. We oniy hope that this
scheme is not going to be a repetition of
those failures. The Minister is very
ambitious in stating that the value of the
land is going to be raised from 10s. to £12
an acre. If the scheme is a success, 1
believe that will be ultimately realised. I
can understand the nervousness of the Minis-
ter in introducing a scheme of this capacity
when he fecls that upon his shoulders will
fall the onus of the failure or the credit for
the success of the scheme.

The Szcrerary ror Preric Laxps:
the Commissioner will have that job.

Mr. FRY : I pointed out to the Minister
that, judging from past experience, as soon
as the Commissioner exercises his influence
in comnection with the scheme, the party
sitting behind the Government will let out
a yell and get the Government to interfere
with him. (Government dissent.) I am not
going to deviate from that statement, because
ic i3 a fact, and 1 will repeat it over and
over and over again.

Mr. Kirwax: It is
same.

No;

not a fact, all the

Mr. FRY : In passing, I want to show that
irrigation has been advocated by me for a
very long time. At one time mine was. as it
were, the only voice in the Chamber crying
out for water conservation and irrigation in
the State, In looking up the speeches of
hon. members in the past I fail fo find any
reference made to the subject by hon. mem-
‘bers _opposite.  In " Hansard.” volume
exxxili., page 2153, I am reported as having
said on 13th January, 1920—

*“When I was speaking in the House
some time ago. I stressed the point that
the prosperity of the State depended, to
a great extent, upon water conservation

[2 OcrosEer.]
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and irrigaticn, not for the purpose only
of storing up water for cncouraging the
growing of cereals and other foodstuffs,
but for generating power by which indus-
tries throughout the State could be sup-
plied with cheap elecrrical power with
which to run the machinery. Wherever
vou go in Queensland, the country is so
situated that with a very small expendi-
ture huge quantities of water could be
conserved. If that was done, and we got
a drcught like that which we have just
gone through. the State would not suffer
and iadustries would continue to go on.
Water could be utilised for generating
clectric power for lighting and carrying
purposes, and ceuld also be diverted into
irrigation schemes. These things must be
judged from the standpoint of the future.
Weo must not think that a small, narrow-
minded poliey is going to be of any use
to the State. T am one of those who
believe that, if we start these things, we
should do them properly. and we should
carry out irvigation schemes in such a
wav that, in ten vears’ time the schemes
will not be out of date, but will be too
large even then for requirements. I hope
the Government will tackle the project
in a methodical way, and not merely
confine themselves to creeks and rivers,
because where vou can get a fall of from
500 to 1.000 feet vou would have sufficient
power to run hydro-electric machinery.
and those parts of the State which do not
possess running creeks may be utilised
for the purposes of irrigation.”
When I made that speech, nobody on the
Government side backed me up; but year
after year I have advocated schemes of this
sort, and I am very pleased to think that the
Government are taking it up. although, so far
as we can see from the veports of the experts,
they have  selected a  conservation area
where the soil is very porous. And if we are
to depend on pumping operations for the
supply of this water, it will be too expensive
for the purposes for which the land can be
used.,
The SecrerarY voR PusLic Laxps: Where
did you see any reference to pumping?

Mr. FRY : If the water can be obtained
by gravitation, there is a better chance of
succe How can one reconcile the optimism
of the Minister with the report of the Public
Works Commission? The scheme has my best
wishes for its success. I hope that, since it is
a nationzl one, the Government will be strong
enough to suppress any opposition from their
supporters and deal with them as they ought
to be dealt with.

Mr. KrrwaX: What they should deal with
i= the Jeremiahs, who are noi on this side
of the House.

My, FRY: I

hope they will deal with
Jeremiahs on the Government side of the
House—there arc none on this side. What
criticism we have offered has been of a help-
ful nature. The Opposition have pointed ouf
weaknesses in the scheme, and, as T have said
in this House previously, frequently after the
Opposition have drawn attention to errors
amf amendments which should be included,
the Bill, after being made law, has been
brought back and the very amendments we

* suggested have been inserted.

The Secrersry For PUBLIC Lanps: They
were not accepted because you did not draft

them in proper form.
Mr. Fry.]
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Mr. FRY : Because we did not draft them
in proper form! What a foolish statement
for the Minisier to make! If we offer a
suggestion to him, snrely it is his business,
with all the staff at his hand, to find out its
value and include it in the Bill!

The SECRETARY ¥OR I’UBLIc LANDS:
have tho same staff at your disposal.

Mr. FRY: It is only shortsightedness to
suggest that the Opposition have not drafted
amendments in proper form. Suppose we
point out to the Government the report of
iiieir own Commission and ask them to go
carefully, how are we going to put an amend-
ment in proper form? We favour water con-
servation and irrigation in every shape and
form, but we wanf it to be done in such a
way as to protect the finances of the country
and benefit the Stare, and eventually assist
our secondary industries. I represent a city
constituency, and the people I represent
depend to a great extent on secondary indus-
tries for their support, and it is my object 1o
look after their interests as far as I possibly
can in having secondary industries estab-
lished, maintained, and developed in order
that they may all have employment and live
in reasonable comfort.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): I am quite
aware that the Minister must depend to
a vary great extent on his experts. If he
has got honest experts, he would be wise
to follow their advice, but there are some
things on which even experts are not profi-
cient cnough to pass an opinion on, and this
schem» is one of them. At the same time, I
do not agree with the hon. member for Bowen
that we should not depend on experts. At the
present time when this irrigation scheme is
being brought forward we are over-producing
considerably. It is nof that we are not pro-
ducing enough, but that we are producing
more than we can use and more than we can
markot overseas. I am sorry that I did not
hear the Minister’s spcech, as I may have
missed something vital in connection with it.
In connection with this matter he may have
suitable soil and a plentiful supply of water,
and the scheme may be a creditable one pro-
duced by experts. I do not believe in having
gigantic schemes just to cclipse everything
else, because to-day th~ big schemes are not
the most profitable ones. If you take the Bur-
rinjuck scheme right down to North Yanco
vou will find that the scttlers are not
financing the scheme. and millions of pounds
have had to be written off. Those scttlers
knew exactly what they were going to pro-
duce, but at the present time we do not
know whether we are geing to grow tobacco
or anvthing else on the Dawson Valley lands.
We know that certain things cannot be pro-
duced by irrigation unless under a system
stmilar to that mentioned by the hon. member

for Aubigny. In connection with

[10 p.m.] this scheme the settlers will hav=

to start off by paying £1 an
acre for water in addition to the cost of
the land, which is actually more than is
paid by the North Yanco settlers at the
present time. That is not the only thing
to be considered. We have to considsr the
fact that the Dawson Valley is probably 1,000
miles away from a centre of population, An
1rrigz_xfion scheme must be considered in its

You

relation to population, and population only. -

The hon. member for Bowen talked about
Brigham Young starting a great irrigation
scheme, but he started with thirty wives.
(Laughter.) The Government surely are not

[Mr. Fry.
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propusing that our irrigation farmers should
take thirty wives to these aveas to produce
sufficien’ population to consume their pro-
ducts.  If that is =0, the hon, member should
have told us. At the present time we can

produce mors meat, fruit, and wool in
Australia than are required for local con-
sumption.

M-ention has bren made of the suitability of
the Dawson Valley lands for growing cotton.
I agrce that cotton can be produced in
Queensland, but no one has told us that the
soil in this area is suitable for producing
cotton. If the idea iz that cotton shall be
produced by irrigation in the Dawson Valley,
it i a very foolish one. The State should not
be put to such a great expense for that pur-
pose. Previous schemes such as the State
stations and the Inkerman irrigation scheme
have not come up to expectations.,

Thore has been some discussion about the
cost of grading the surface of the land in the
Dawson Valley and what it will mean to the
sottlers.  We have no evidencg of any pro-
duct of a commercial proposition that can be
grown on this-land. That is the first matter
that should be consid red. We know that
millions of acres in Queensland are more
suitable for irrigation. It would be prefer-
able to start irrigation works in the zomes
where we have the population and which are
affeeted by dry weather. Why not devote
the Condamine River to irrigation purposes?
I know that it is a protty rough stream, buf
mare difficalt propositions have been solved
in other parts of the world. There are vast
sirotches of good country on each side of the
Condamine. There are many streams whick
offer themselves for irrigation that would
henefit arcas regularly affected by drought.
At the present time fodder is imported from
the Southern States into Quecnsland. There
is hardly a vear that we do not bring farm
products from the South. A great quantity
of this produce is used in centres far distant
from the farming centres in this State. The
country below Miles, where the soil and sub-
soil are beyond qusstion, and where grad-
ine would mot be a serious item, would
admirably lend itself to irrigation. Irriga-
tion schemes should be adopted in connection
with areas that would be much nearer the
market than the Dawson Valley, and be
niore likely to mect with success. It has been
said that Mildura is and Inkerman is going
to be a paying proposition, but the point
has not been mentioned that the product of
hoth places is protected.

The Inkerman district is producing sugar,
which is protected to a very high degree.
Mildura is producing principally dried fruits,
which are protected to the extent of 3d. per
Ib. It would not be possible under present
conditions to grow products on the Dawson
Valley lands unless those products were pro-
tected. I would ask the Minister if he thinks
that the Commonwealth is going to protect
the produce from the Dawson Valley? If
it is going to be protected, then it will be
all right, otherwise we are not going to
make the land pay.

The hon. member for Bowen made a very
true statement when he said that it was work

- that told every time, but I say that the man

who is willing to put in more hours than
are worked in anv other industry should
have more reward for his work than he now
has. He should not be made a white slave,
stuck on the land rear in and year out
without the enjoyment that falls to the lot
of people in thickly populated areas. I
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cannot see that there iz going to be any
reward for these men \\ho will be Qtuck
vight out there in the *‘ Never Never.
Urless the Minister is going to produce
soniething of comunercial value, he is going
to put these men in a simnilar position to
these in the Beerburrum and other soldier
settlements.  They will be coming and
going until multn‘lllv a turn takes place
which will give them a better result for
farming. Until then. 1 do not care how
well laid out this scheme is, how much
cncouragement is  given by, experts, ot
what the nature of the soil is, it will never
be a success.

Une hon. member said to-night that poor
soil will grow anvthing so long as it has
water. ] “differ Water

from that opinion.
iz not a fertiliser. Tf this soil is not suffi-
ciently  vich——which 1
produce a  crop,
productive.

If the scheme is going to be a_success,
first of «ll it must be in the right locality;
secondly, it must be cheap to the people who
use the water; and thirdly—and I might
have put this first—there must be a good
market for the produce. If the Minister is
satisfied that there is a market for the pro-
duce, and that the soil is sufficiently good,
then I say he is wise in going on with the
scheme. But he is not wise in making the
schemie too ln!r He should start in a small
way. The dam will have to be built., but he
nst not make the scheme too big if he
desires success.  The very making it a big
scheme will bring about ‘its destruction.

Question put and passed.

do not question—to
vater will not make it

COMMITTEE.
Brisbane, in the chair.)

ETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
McCormack, Cairns): I beg to

(Mr. Kirwan,

The SECR
(Hon., W.
move—

* That the House approves of the pro-
posed scheme fox the establishment of
the Dawson Valley Iirigation Under-
taking.”

Question put and passed.

The Houze resumed.

The ('HAIRMAN reported that the Commitice
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

JAPANESE EARTHQUAKE RELIEF
FUNDS BILIL.
SecoxD Reapixe.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(IIon. W, McCormack, C'airns): There is
nothing to add to my remarks at the initia-
tion of the Bill in Committee. The Bill is
merely to give power to the Government to
appoint rrustees for the fund and to pro-
vide for the auditing of the accounts. It
alzo provides that all funds shall be received
through the trustees. The Committee at
present doing the organisation will be asked
to appoint trustees. I beg to move—

* That the Bill be now read a second
time.”

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.
Brisbane, in the chair.)
Short title >—put and passed.

(Mr., Kirwan,

4

Clause 1—*¢
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Clause 2—*° dppointment of trustees ’—
Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): 1 would like to

ask the Minister who is likely to be appointed

manager of this fund. Does it rest entirely

with the Minister as to who is to be
appointed manager?
The SecriTARY ror Pursric Laxps: I will

ask the Committee to recommend trustees.
His Iixcelleney is the chaivman.

Mr. MORGAN: I would like to know
whether anything will be done to see that
the money raised is expended in the purchase
of Queensland meats and things of that sort.

The Secrerary ror Pustic Laxps: The
Committee is now dealing with that question.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3 to 7, both
passed.

inclusive, put and
The House resumed.

The Cuairvax® reported the Bill without
amendment.

The third reading of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 10.15 p.m.





