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TUESDAY, 2 OCTOBER, 1923. 

'I'ho SPEA](ER (Hon. \V. Bertram, Jiaree) 
'tDok the chair at 3.30 p.n1. 

HAlLWAYS ACT AME:'o;D:VIE~T DILL. 
ASSEl';T. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt 
from His Excellencv the Governor of a 
,.tnessage conveying Hls Excellencv's assent to 
this .Bill. · 

UPPER BUIC\ETT A?\D CALLIDE LA:\D 
SETTLE:\IE:\T BILL .. 

AsSEXT. 
The SPEAKER announced the receint 

from His Excellcncv the Govemor of 'a 
me:::::~nge conveving H'is Excellencv's assent to 
this Bill. • · 

AUDITOR-GEXERAL'S REPORT. 
Pl'BLIC ACCOUXTS. 

• The SPEAKER announced . the receipt 
·trom the Aud1tor-General of lus report on 
·the public accounts for the financial year 
1921-1922. 

0PPOSITIOl.; n1E1IBERS : Hear, hear! 
Ordered to be printed. 

QTIESTIO::\S. 
TRA VELL!l';G EXPE:O:SES OF SECRETARY FOR 

AGRICcLTcRE. 
Mr. CORSER (llurnelt) asked the Secre­

'iary for Agriculture-
" Referring to his statement of his 

h·ave!ling ''Xp<'n··f' for last financial vcar 
given in thic House on Fridav ·14th 
in~tant, amounting to £859 lls. 5C( does 
th1s amount represent his total expendi­
ture charged to the departnwnt for the 
year, and doee it include all his expendi­
ture so charged for motor-car and ea b 
hire? If not. what was such tot11l 
pxpendituro, and the expenditure on 
motor and cab hire, respectivel:, ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTuRE 
{Hon. W. ~- Gillies. Eacham) replied-

" The statement made bv me on the 
Agricultural Estimates rCfers to and 
includes the whole of mv mYn personal 
travelling expenses." ' 

ScGGESTED ExoAGIDJEXT OF DR. ELwoon MEAD 
TO REPORT ox DA wso:o: lRRIGAnox 
SCHE~!E. 

Mr. TAYLOR (n· inrlsar) asked the Chief 
Secretary-

" As it is reported that Dr. Elwood 
~i~ad f1as been engaged in reporting on 
n·~·1gatwn ,chomes in New South Wales. 
\nll the Government consider tho advisa­
bilit,v of enclea,·otuing to secure his 
serv1ces to report in connection with the 
Dawson Valley irrigation scheme?" 

The SECRE'TARY FOR AGRICuLTURE 
,Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham), in the 
absence of the Premif'r (Hon. E. G. Thco­
Jore .. Chillayoc). replied-

,, No. It is understood Dr. Elwood 
Mead has left Australia for Palestine." 

PROPOSED CoXFEREXCE rx RE SeG.\R 
AGREDIEXT. 

:VIr. BRA::-.JD (]Jurrum) ash•cl the Chi~£ 
Secretary-

" 1. Has any rcquc:-:t been r,'cciYeJ 
fron1 d1c canogTO\YPl'S of the D.lackav 
d_istrict., ~hrou_g·h the . 'Cnited Cane 
Grcn,-er.s .':1.~sociatlon, aslnng that a con­
ference be conYclwd at ~IackaY. consist­
ing of gro,:n:rs, n1illBrs, \Yorkcr :.- refincr3, 
fruitgro,ver;:;, and consun1cr::;, bcine· ropro­
sentatiye of all interests concel'lJed, for 
the pmpr,se of comiderin" the advisable­
ness of entering int? an becouomic .sugar 
agreen12nt for a period of teu yea1·s '! 

" 2. If so, is there anv intention of 
convening such a confere1lce? 

' 3. Should the collforence be convened 
will he see that adequate representation 
is provided for 1 he fruitgrowers of this 
State'!'' 

The f','ECRETARY FOR AGRICl~LT'CRE 
in the absence of the Premier, repliPd- ' 

"1. 2. and 3. The matter is rec<eiving 
consideration.~· 

PAY11EXTS TO RAILWAY E'IPLOYEES FOR 
\VORICIXG ON ELECTIOX DAY. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toozcoomba) asked 
the Secretary for Railways-

" 1. \Yhat was the amount paid in 
accordance with Order N 1623-{a) To 
railway employees to whom holiday was 
granted; (b) to railway employees who 
were required to work? 

"2. \Yhat was the number of railwav 
employees to whom a holiday was granted 
on election day? 

'' 3. \Vhat was the number of railway 
emplo,·ces requirecl to work on election 
day?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IN­
STR'CCTIOX (Hon. J. Huxham. Buranda), 
in the absence of the Secretary for Railways 
(Hon. J. La.rcombc. Ecppel). replied-

" 1, 2. anrl 3. The information is being 
compiled." 

ExPE).[D!TcRE BY BRITISH-A eSTRALL\X CoTTON 
GRowrxo AssociATrox IN QuEExSLAxD. 

Mr. PETERSO~ (:YormaniJy). in the 
absence of ~Ir. Elphin;.tone (O:rley), asked 
the Secretary for A!:1riculturc-

" 1. \Yhat amount of capital has the 
British-Australian Cotton Growing Asw· 
ciation exprndcd in Queensland as tho 
outcome of its agreement with the 
Gon:>rnrn0nt? 

"2. What further capital expenditure 
does thl' aseo<'iation contemplate before 
31st J ul,·. 1926? 

"3. If he cannot furnish actna 1 figure:;, 
will he g·i ve his estimate under each 
heading?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICeLTURE 
(Hon. W. :\. Gillies, Eacham) replied-

" 1. 2. alld 3. Inquiry will be made of 
the British-Australian Cotton AssoGia­
ti'o!l, Lin1ited.'' 
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PROHiniTIOx Of RAroox CoTrox. 

'\h·. PETERSO:'\ (TormnnlnJ). \vithout 
-moticc, asked the S(·crctary for Agriculture--

" 1-Ia~ Cabinet takf n into ron.:..iL1e-ration 
the rcqur;t of tlw Ccrotral Queensland 
District Council of Agriculture relatiYe 
to the proposed e1nbargo against . the 
gro\\·jng of ratoon cotton? 

"\Vould it be p05·.ihh• for thr Govern­
ment to withdraw the Cotton Bill un! il 
such ti n1e a·" t hr m a ttt)l' ha:- been 
thoroughly in Ye.· tigated in England·?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGHICTLTrRE 
•(Hon. W. K. Gi!lies. Hrtr-lww) replied-

" The GoYern1ne1]t ha Ye fullv con­
sidered the question. Even if the Bill 
is passed. there is room for people to 
make further representation::.:.."' 

REPORT Of Cmn[ISSIOXER FOR TRADE. 

-:\Ir. KELSO (Tundah), \Vithout notice, 
asked the Secretary for Public \Vorks-

" In view of the reply given to me 
last week bY the Secretarv for Public 
\Vorks that" the annual report of tlw 
Commissioner for Trade would be tabled 
within the time allo1ved bv statute. l 
desire to ask when he will ·be prepared 
to table such report?" 

The SECRETARY FOR FGBLIU WORKS 
tHan. vV. Fm·gan Smith, JiacLr!l) replied-

" The renort \Yill be submitted within 
the time ~entioned in the statute. In 
the schedule to the Act it is providPd 
that the report dwukl be tabled on or 
before the last da v of October. The hon. 
member for 1\;unclah has a copy of the 
statuto in his hand. but is apparently 
not aware that the schedule was amended 
three or folll' years ago~ sorne tinH' beforo 
I came jnto office." 

JURY ACT A~fE:'\D:\IE:'\T BILL. 
THIRD RE.\.DIXG. 

The ATTOR:\EY-GE:'\ER"\L (Hon. J. 
~Iullan, Plindc; ,) : I beg to nlOY0-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
tin1e." 

Question put and passed. 

'C'LC,SER SETTLE:\IE:'\T \t~TS X:\IE::\D­
.:VIE:'\T BILL. 

THIRD RE.\DEG. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LA::\DS 
'(Hon. IY. :!HcC'ormack, Cain,.:): I beg to 
n1ove-

"That the Bill be 110\Y read a thircl 
time." 
Question put and pa··c•ecl. 

El'CGAR vYORKERS' PERPETCAL LEASE 
SELECTIOXS BILL. 

DiscHAJWE OF OmJER FOR TnmD RE.IDIXG. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC L\1\;DS 
iHon. W. :'vlcCormaek, Cuirn.<): I beg to 
:n1ove-

" That this Order be discharged from 
the paper, and tlw Bill be recommitted 
for the purpose of amending clause 3; 
and further, thn t. \Yhen the Bill ha,,. been 
reported. thn thin] t•c•ncliug ma~· be then 
procC'edpd with. 1 ~ 

When thi' Bill was before the Committee I 
accepted an amendment moved by the leader 
of the Opposition which had for its object 
the allo\Ying of a selector on one of thP;;e 
blocks to liYe in a township \Yhile performing 
the rc9ic1cnce c.__)nditions. but I ha.\'8 sinco 
found that the insertion. of the amendment 
moYcd does not accomplish that purpose. I 
bronght the 1natter under the notic~' of tho 
Parlian1cntarv Draftsn1a.n, and he hae. 
drafted an ·amendment which definitely 
accomplic!ws the purpose aimed at. It is 
n1v intention to nloYe the insertion of that 
at;tenclnwnt in C'ommitt:c. 

Question put and passed. 

RECO:IDIITTAL. 
(Jfr. Kir1can, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Clause 3--" Prorisions of principal A.ct 
applicable "-

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LA:---.TDS 
(Hon. \r. :McCormftck, Cainzs): I beg to 
move the omission, on lines 37 to 49, page 2. 
of the worcls-

(c) The selection shall be subject to 
the condition of personal residence by 
the selector for at least six months in 
every year during tho whole tern1, an.d 
such condition shall be performed by hB 
continuous bona fide personal residence 
on the selection during such six months 
at the least of every year; and the pro­
vi:-;ions of the first paragraph of section 
eightv-six of the principal Act shall not 
appl~:, but i.hc provisions of section 
ninetv-one thereof. excepting the proviso 
to ~ubscction t\YO. ohall otherwise 
apply"-

with a view to inserting the following new 
paragraph:-

"{c) The selection shall be subject. to 
a condition that the selector shall hrm­
self bona fide personally reside on . the 
selection for at least six months contmu­
ouslv in everv vear during the wholo 
curr.encv of the' lease; provided that 
while the selector himself bona fide per· 
sonallv resides upon and is himself bene­
ficial!\· interested in any town. suburban, 
or cotintrv land sitnated at a distance not 
exceeding fifteen miles from the nearest 
part of the selection. he shall for the 
purposes of this provision bo deemed to 
be him'·Rlf personally bona fide residing 
on the selection.'' 

Amendment agreed to. 
Cbusf'. as further amended, put and passed. 
The :House resun1cd. 
The CH.IIR}!AN reported the Bill with a 

further ame10clment. 

THIRD READIXG. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LAI\DS 
(Hon. \\'. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to 
lllOVQ-

" That the Bill be now reacl a third 
tin1P.') 
Question put and passed. 

DA\YSO:'\ .L\LLEY IRRIGATIOX 
V::\DERTAKI:-W. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LA::--iDS 
(Hon. \\'. :\fcConnack, Cairns): :'vfr. Speaker, 
I br;; to move-

" That you do now leave the chair, 

Hon. W. 111cCormack.] 
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and the House resolve itself into a Com­
m;th'e of the \Vholo to comider the 
following rc8olution--That the :House 
apJH'OYC'S of the proposed sehe1ne for the 
cstablish!Ylf'nt of the Da\Yson Vallcv Irri-
gation l;l:·dcrtaking." ~ 

l\1y objert in doing so is to take the discus­
sion iu Committt:'e. It j, 1norc satisfactory 
to get a \\·idcr scope of discussion on th8 
n1atter. anD \YC can arrange that hon. 1nen1-
lwr be reported i11 thC> first pl~rson the 
same as when the Homo is sitting. That is 
usually done on railv>ay provosal;c:, and it 
1vill be a lttorc sati::;factorv llH?thod on this 
orcrhion. There is not "a great deal of 
difference in the tin1e allo-wed for discus5ion. 

Hon. \V. H. BAH:-;Es: It is bYenh-five 
minutes in Conunittcc ft-S against ·forty 
1ninntes in the I-Iouse. Each n1an \,~ill lose 
flftccn n1inuh•s. 

The SECRETARY FOH PuBLIC LA)\DS 
No, he is entitled to fifteen n1inutes, ten 
1ninutcs and ten rninutcs, b11t he has a much 
wider ~cope in diecussion in Co1rnnittcc. 

:Mr. ROBERTS: Twe11tv-fiYe minute as 
against forty minutcs~fiftcen n1inutes, fiye 
ntinutes, and fiye rninutcs. 

The SECRETAHY FOH PGBLIC LA::\DS 
If hon. nJCinbcrs desire to proceed to dis­
cuss the matter at this stage it makr:s no 
diff(•J·cnco to me, and I \Yill deliver my 
speech at this stage. 

Ho:-;ouRABLE ~lE~fBEnc,: Hear, hear ' 

The SECRETAHY FOR PlcBLIC LA:\DS: 
At the oubl't l cl<'sin• to bricflv ,·cfcr to 
irrig[dion in nth('r rQuntrics. As ·hou. lECnl­
bcr; will lol0'>\~ 1 irrigation project~ haYc :wen 
e::-tahlislwd in ahno::-·t l~Ycrv countrv in the 
worid. .Here in Australia ,\·c ha\'C also some 
ver:· big irrigation projects c•.tablishl'd, and 
I propose to refer briefly to these proj<•cts 
in passing. 

Orip;inrrlly the irrigat}on of land \Ya& car­
ried out in couutrics IYhcre thcr~ \:as 
~wan1py la1~d \Vhieh \Ya~ ,:;:ubject to periodictl 
flooding-. Later on in some countries ~mall 
\Vt)irs v\-ere bnilt and the \1·at0r \vas diverted 
on to low-lying country. Latterly the idea 
of conserving water by in1110U11ding has sup~ 
plPn1entcd JargPly the original t3<:hen1cs fgr 
using natural flo1Ying IYatcr for irrigation. 
I think there can be little gained bv the 
invP~tigation of f'rhemcs on the othc1: sido 
of the world. \Ye have our own climatic 
aud gf'ological conditions. consequently 1,vc 
must dccl with projects in Australia from 
an Australian stand·1oint. I find from 
reading the history ol irrigation that there 
is Yen· little additional information to be 
gaineci from it. As a matter of fact, our 
Aush·alian schen10s, so far as they go, con1-
pare more than favourablY with schemes in 
other countries of the world. In Ameri~a 
of course thc--.~ have some very fine irrigation 
•chemr '· California offers a ven fine 
example of the judicious use of water' mYing 
to the high cost of conseryation of \Vater­
hi:rh charges that arc necessary becall';e the 
water is carried such an irr1111ense distance~ 
but. so far as the actual application of irri­
:ration noethods are concerned. I think we 
can get all the information necessary by a 
study of projects in our own country. 

·Mr. :UoRGAX : Are there manv financial 
successes in irrigation in Australi8.? 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC LAXDS: 
Not yet. I hope the hon. memb<er will read 

[Hon. W. McCormack. 

the Treasurer's speech on the second reading 
cf the Irrigation Bill Jic,t year, which dgals 
"·ith that aspect of rhe case. _Ausrra!ta has 
not the natund ~ldYanL1 0 CS for Hngation that 
>OnJ(' cotlJltl·ies }l<lYP, as \Ye have very few 
.snow coYcr·-·1 n1ountains in .._L\ustralia. 
Fnrthct·. \YC heay~- rains at one period 
0 ,_ the yc~u·, we h~Ye long dry periods. 

T1Ji~ con1pcls sornc attention to t.ho _qnc.;;;­
tion of irria-ation. There i~ ample rainfall 
in the bulk" of the settled districts in A us­
tntlia: bur it ,]] falls in one portion of the 

c•ar. \Ye havo no snow storage, as they 
ID (~tlF'l' countric~~thcrc is 11ractica1ly 

pln(_.._: ,,~h,~r(~ there is any Sl_?-01v 
~ioragf' ~\ustralia-f3o we arc compcll.C'd to 
giYc attention ro the only other avatlable 
mc>thotl of the conscl'\'ation of water for the 
in·io·atiou of the lnnd bv building \Yeirs in 
(,LU'

0 

exi~ting ::.:1 reams, arld thus impounding 
the "\Yatt'r ~;hich is then availalJlc during the 
dry p:'riods of the year. \Vc have in Aus­
nnlia :;.-nne big irrigation schen1es on those 
iin(~:::. .f-lon. rnen1bcr8 n1av say that ::;ome of 
them haYc bcon unprofitable, but I propose 
L; ::;how that the conditions governing thcn1 
-1n-nticuln rly the 1:IurrumbidgPo schcn1e~ 
and 1Yhich nwkl' t.hen1 unprofitable, perlutF~ 
do not cxl,:;:t in connC'ction with the Da'\v:::on 
','aJl,•y :·hcmc. That is one of the out-
q·IJlrlin" which have received the 
attc.ntio~l the GoYcrnrnent. and haYe 
0nabled 1Fl to arriYe at a decision to pro­
{ f'Pd \\-1th this Ycry in1portnnt schmno. 

apnlirrrtion of irrigation to 
wa~ ~on a sn1all f:calc -.,vith the 

·~yater in the pa.storal industry. As 
t! good d0aJ of irrlga-

1 ion, n.r:,z- crop-.;, but for stock 
purpo-;c.;;, is carriPd on in ·'\rc-,torn Qu0ens~ 
Inn 1 under rh~~ SYS1eln of art0.-:ian bores. _..\ 

portion of that part of the State '"onlcl 
to-dav u:lillhabitablc \',Cl'<' 1t not for 

;:~rte~ian 1JOl'l 

3.Ir. ?',tn:r~cy:·~: That is not irrig-a6on. 

The SEC'l\ETAHY FOR P'CDLIC LA:'\DS: 
It is. I me::1tion it io lead the I--Iouse up to 
"\Ybat I haYc 1 1.trr on. and to sho\-..r 
1Yhat a Q.Tr1.t it is. Even though in 
that cas:: the con::;erYatjon of thf~ 1', ater has 
been a nnt~u·al consE:'rYation, we hrt\C been 
oblc• to take ach-antage of it, \vith ihe result 
that what othC'l'Wise \Yould bP one of tho 
least· productive lJOrtions of the State is able 
to cany on a profitable inclustr.v and create 
great "'<'alth. That is clue to the fact that 
irrigation in a smaJl 1vay is in operation 
there. I know that that is only an illustra­
tion, but it shm-. the advantage that can 
accrue to the countrv if water is availabl~ by 
conservatjon. pvcn if only for stock pnrpo~es. 
This form of irrigation is purely for wntn-­
ing stock. but it enables us to run millions 
of' sheep upon country which would otherwise 
certainly be deserted in -dry years. 

The conservation of water could be success~ 
fnllv carried out in a number of places in 
Quc'enslancl. Their suitability f~r the purpose 
is due to the low cost in dammmg largo and 
important rivers. The scheme under dis­
cussion will not require a §'l'eat capital 
mttla0 for the building of the dam. Indf?cd, 
the ea pi tal cost will be small 111 companson 
with the enormous amount of water that will 
be con~e1Ttd. ::.'\ature has given us a. narro·w 
gorge in a verv rocky portion. of the count1:y 
tlil'OU?h "·hich flows a large r1ver from a b1g 
ea tchment area. and ono of the outstandin_g 
features of the Dawson Vallcv scheme 15 
that the construction of a weir 'soo odd feGt 
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lorw "dl lMck np "hat will be. I believe, 
tlH• lln ~~o--t c OllSL11 ' atior. of \V a tor jn the 
''"orld. ~ That is a factor that \vill, 
undoubtcdlv. makco for the success of this 
sdJcmL'. { )fhcr scben1es not impounding such 
a largo qnant~ty of ·wat0r haYo incurred 
doublr> the c~pcnse_ for their dams. I think 
hou. ll1Clnb0rs 1vill realise that nature has 
gi" en u~ 1Il the Da\\~son V"' alley a great 
opporftnj+-y to dn1n ur) nn in1monse quantity 
of \vatr·!_' for the uso of n1a11 b.Y irrigation. 

This brings me to the scheme under discus· 
sion. I shall ln·icfly give to the House an 
cntlinc (lf \vhat we proposed to do. The 
F:chemc a n1ain storage dan1, 
~ituah'd in Da,,-son Ri..-er at 1vhat is 
knmvn as i!w ?\athan Gorge. The dam \vill 
impound sonwthing like 2.480,000-acre feet of 
water. The watc·r will be• carried from the 
darn by gTrnitation along the natural hod of 
the ri n'r to what is known as Delusion Creek. 
which i, 27 mile'; fmther down the river than 
the <lam eitc. 

:\1r. TAYLOR: Is that \vhere the first irri­
gable lnnd COYlllllt'llCCS? 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LANDS: 
Ko. The irri:zable land commences below 
that point. At Dclnsion Creek there \vill be 
a \veir built-a:" is shown in the picture in 
this Charnbcr-'shich \Yill really impound the 
water c>nd rajso it to such a height as IYill 
e"a ble it to run into cha,nnels and be carried 
over the i1Tigatlon area. Fron1 the \Ycir at 
Dclnsion Creek the \Vater will be diverted b· 
main channel;;; n,nd lat0raJ channc1s over thC 
whole ;n· ·a. That \Yill be the commencement 
of the in·igation area, 1vhich is dividec1 into 
p,('vcrnl zonr:; cx:tclldin.:; fro1n that point 
ri>ht down the ri.-cr. Castle Creek will 
be a bouc r he c •ntrc zone of the settlement. 
At tlw clam it is proposed to establish a 
h.Ydl'O-c)echic pla"t, lo be operated by the 
water n it ron1c~ fron1 the sluices. The 
powN from ih, t plant will be supplied 
over tlw \vholc of tlw area. l\1ost of the 
are \\·ill be 1n·igate?d b:: n1cans of gravi­
tatiml. but t') the l1iglH'l' area;, to be used 
for >lock JHlrpoo. s and to other adj a rent 
lug·he_· lrYels the water ,.,-ill be pumped hv 
n1can" of th0 chc_'ap electric poi\'Cl' at hand. 
The t'ictimatrd cost of the proposal is 
£1.968.COO. The annual charge for mainten­
ance' nn(l nutnngcincnt js estimated not to 
exceed £41.300. and the amount pronosed to 
bP :<f't a::-id0 fo:_· interest and s1'nking fund j~ 
£137.670 per annum. The detailed cstimat,•d 
cost of the scheme i;;-

Cne"strnction of channels and 
di~tributoricq 

Dnnt and strudnrP 
H·-dro-Plectric plant 
La n<l rem m pt ions 
Administration 
Contingencie;c 

£ 

650,000 
961,000 
127.000 
100.000 
80,000 
50.000 

£1,968.000 
\Vc propose to spread the cost of this 

srhen1c OYt"'r a nu1nber of vears. It is antici·­
patcd that it will require "something like six 
yean to complete the \Yhole scheme. After 
disru"ion \Yith the Commissioner of Iniga­
tion, I gin' to the House the estimated co?t 
for each :-ear until the completion of tho 
\vhclP scheme. The cost in 1923-24 will be 
£200.000. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARXES: \Vill vou be able to 
complt>te the scheme within 'the estimated 
amount·> 

[4 ]J.ln.l 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LAKDS: 
The hon. gPntleman mig·ht as \Yell ask me 
whether this will happen or that w1ll 
happen. That is in the lap of the gods. 

Hon. \Y. H. P"\RXES: It ought not to l:e 
quite fiO. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: 
I am giving the estimate of a highly qu~!I­
ficd mau, v.-ho is paid a hi~h ..-alary to ~rYe 
that cstiutate~thc c;;:tirnates Ul'E' not~ D1tne. 

Thev arc those of the C'ommissioncl'. \\het her 
he '~"ill f ~cecd or keep \Yithin the estn11ate 
i::; a conti11gl'HC:V that i~ bc~·o!lc1 rny po"':e1· to­
foretell. Lot us hope that the cost w1ll be 
], low the estimate. 

Hon. \Y. H. B"\RXES: Success depends so 
larc;d:y on keeping within the cost. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I aoTeO with the hon. member. The 
dep~nd·, on the c ~pitalisation. The 
is oYcr-rnj)italisation. Some of t:Je other 
.schemes that have been mentioned have been 
over-capitalised, 110t only on th0 c8st of con­
struction but on the value of the land 1n the 
ine"1. and these have made them unprofitable. 
The esii,ualecl expenditure is as follows:-

1923-24 
1924-25 
1925 26 
1926-27 
1927 28 
1928-29 
192'.-30 

Making a total cf 

£ 
200.000 
300,00J 
400.000 
300.000 
300,000 
300.000 
160.000 

J:1.960.000 

l-Ion. \Y. I-I. B.\TIXES: l'{ongh1~ sp aking, 
£2.000.000. 

TlY SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA='!DS: 
y, . nnu;hl~- SJleaking', c£2.000.000. The esll­
!lH1t rti nn1nu1.l l'l'YCnne \\·hen tbe \\'hole schcn1.o 
i:-:; in opt'rn11on i:-:; £211.50~. Thf' rcyonuc 1s 

nu1dc up os follo\YS :-

I..anc1 and '\Yatcr rutPs nn the 
inio·abk area q[ 200,0000 

~ at 20s. per acre 
LP:Hl \Yater rates on 200.000 

acrt'" for stork and domestic 
::;:uppl:Y. at 1<,, }101' uf'rc . 

Electrical energ~"~salc of energy 
Crop \vaterings, 5,000 acre~, at 2s. 

per acre 

Total estimated r"venue 

.e 

200,0CO 

10.000 
1,000 

5CO 

£211,5CO 

If the ,whcm.' can be carried out at the co.,t 
cstimatc•d am! on the interest _and redcmJ?­
tion charges given in the pr0Y1ous. table, 1t 
IYill be a nr~- profitable undertakmg. The 
water rat_, is Ycry 1ov{. 

:\1r. :\IoRGAX: Llne shilling an acre for 
,\·atcring stock i~ fairly high. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LANDS: 
That will be the cost of the water dehver!"d. 
The cost of conscrYing '\Yc.tcr on a graz1ng 
selection amounts to a good deal of rnonev. 
The estimated area of good land avatlable 
suinble for irrigation purposes is 200,0GO 
acres. There are 200,000 acres adJacent to 
this good land suitable for grazing pt!rposes. 
Later on I \Yill explain how the Comn11sswner 
proposes to design this land so as to allow 
people to have a small 1rngable area w1th 
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an <Hen of dr;: l:-tnc1 atLtched which n1av be 
~:5ec~ for. eh::· ~tock or. da:ir~·i,ng purposCs in 
C'OllJULcbon \vith the nngabon area. The 
,·alno of the land lJL'fore 1:esnn1pricn is esti­
tru~tcd at 10·-:. j)Pr acr0. Thi~ is an in1portant 
po1nt. I i\·ant hon. 111Cn1bers to r: ali:".e that 
it is on_ of the fc~tnres that make for 
the succc% of the scheme. The present 
vctlue of the land is aJ>out 10s. JWr acre. The 
:::nn1e land, after rcsun1ption and the: proYision 
of the vvorb. it is estimated vvill hav-e a Yalue 
of £12 pc•r acre for the 200.000 acn•. cf 
·inigable land, and "C2 an acre for the 200,000 
acres suita~ble for stock and dom 'tic pur­
poses, m· a total value of £2.800.000. The 
·val~w vyill be increased from 10s. 11er acre. 
whrch r< the v-alue to-day, bv the establish­
.rnent of irrigation facilities· to a ,·a]uc of 
£2,800.000. If the estimate of the Commis­
sioner i.; correct. the propo<:;ition appears to 
be quite sound. I intend to deal vv-ith the 
land v-alues at a later period. and I thercfot·e 
will not deal with them now. 
. Mr. TAYLOR: \\'ill ther • be much resump­

tion? 

The SECRETARY FOR P"l.BLIC LANDS: 
Ko-v-er:;· little resumption. The whole cost 
of re:cumption in the area will not be £100 000 
As a matter of fact, that is the value sp;·eaci 
on•r the area suitable for irrigation, •v-hich 
makes the Yalue to-day 10s. per acre. The 
bulk of the area is Crown land, which is of 
little or no Yalue at the present time. It is 
flooded country. useful enough for grazing 
purpoces, but of htile or no v-alue for a<rri-
cultural purpose~. o 

The original. scheme approv-ed b~· Parlia­
ment last scssron was for the establishment 
of an irrigable area at Castle Creek. Tlw 
idea was to establish this area and supply it 
vnth vv·ater pumped from a local y;eir. I 
und.•rc;tand that there is a deep vv-aterhole 
at Castle Creek, and machinerY has been 
installed 1 here. To-da v the canais arc bcinfr 
dug: in fact. many ·of them arc alreacl~ 
finished; and the whole f,ChernP is b in~­
brought to an early conclusion i1; that are~ 
to gin us an idPa of the possibilities of the 
hrg·cr scheme vrhen the dam is built. I 
understand that the whole svstom of canals 
will be built >O that, when the big-ger scheme 
C<lme.s. 1nto operation, the '\Yatcr '\Yill be 
diYCJ t~d h·on1 rhc ]n·cscr;t pun1ping arrangC'­
~]-C'lH 11:to the larger scn?nlP at n:ry little, 
1t au:v. l'xtra cost. I thrnk 150 acrPs hav-e 
bPc•n cleared and grubbed. and the Commis­
sioner expects to have vYater on this a.rea bv 
the end of this "ear. That small scheme 
sh?uld b(' ready for cultivation by the end of 
thrs year. It will probablY be nine or ten 
months in the new year before the land is 
r,_ ad:: to n'ccivo the first settlers. 

Quit..:~ a large• organi-·.ation has been built 
up in that district. It i.s a bio· nndertakino·. 
and it is in a difficult position ~at the prc,·ei~t 
tune becan:Se of the Jack of conU11uni'-ation. 
~ransport has bcPn a problem, and vv·ill con­
tume to be a problem. in the constrnction of 
the clam. I think t!w wad to the main dam 
will be from Jnandah. That v.-ill be cheappr 
thau traYelling np the Da,Yson \~ allcv. At 
Castle Cref'k transport facilities hav-e been 
-e_si:ablished for doing the work on the jrrlga­
twn area. A complete scheme is laid out 
b:c the Commissioner for carr,,·ing out the 
'\vork, and quite a nun1ber of n1en nre 
em;Jlo.-·ed therc at the present moment. The 
scheme in that area will probablv be an 
CJbject lesson, so that one part of "the area 
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\\·i1l ~how '\Yhat c:m l1P dnnc -on the other por­
tion~; a· the scheme develops. 

The Connnj"~ioner propose3 (Jll his cxperi­
rn{1ntal fann to f,hO\Y cxactlv what can be 
u-rown -ucce. ~fully 011 lr1nd ~n the Dawson 
\·a !le:, area. One of tlw main difticulties 
fhni vve haYc> to overconH' in all these 
scbcJncs i-, to find a suitable product---a suit­
able ju,lu-,try to engage in-ancl having 
found that, secure a nHtrkct for our pro­
duce. I underctand that the Da vnon Valley 
fnen under irrigation is snitable for robacco­
gr<.nving, and it is 8uitable for cotton and 
lncerne growing. There are m'lny things 
fhat may be tt·ic·d, but the Commissioner 
iLforms n1e that he is tnore inclined to .:<tick 
to the necessaries of life-things that always 
hanl a markct-thar, to 0ngagc in fruit 
cull ure. or in the cultiv-ation of anv par­
ticular luxnry for which the market is 
rlc~tro ell when the conununitv suffers fron1 
depression of one kind anc! a~other. 

HoxocRABLE :WEolBERS: Hc'ar, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: 
Xo doubt there is a good deal of common 
sense in that attitude. One of our troubles 
has been the over-production of luxuries. 
\\'hen the spending power of the community 
is good, and while the people are making 
moih:~:V. t'Ycrything is all right. As soon as a 
slump occurs. we have to facr over-produc­
tion. The chief fault is lack of cli "tribntion. 

~lr. COLLlXS: Hear) hear~ 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR PliBLIC LAXDS: 
However. I am not now g-oing tD detd with 
org·anisation and distribution. There ie less 
da~ng-er jn giving all our attention to the 
pwduciion of a commoditv that everyone 
needs than in attempting to establish what 
is kno1.vn as a "luxur~,·" industr·Y. TlH' Com­
rrtissioneL i:3 wise in' his dc,.;isiOn. HP pro­
poses to confine his attention to commodities 
fur which there is a etead\ demand. If 
iobncco can be successfully fi'rorvn thcre--

:\lr. PETER" OX: Is that not a luxur,v? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LA:i'DS: 
It is no\, inasn1nch as the consun1ption of 
tobacco goes on "\vheiher couJitions arC' good 
ot· bad. I find ti-tat then' is something- like 
£12.000.000 worth of tobacTo ani1ually 
importt:>d into .Austra1ia. 

l\Tr. FRY: It would l"' better for the State 
if it were grcrwn here. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: 
The tobacco con1pnni(-"1 ban~ bf::"'n cndravour­
ing reC<'ntlv to get people to gnnv tobacco, 
and the:: hav·e tried to a'Jist those people. 
On .. of i:hc difficulties connected with Aus­
tralian-gro-.~n tobacco is that our producers 
vv-ill net kiln-dry it. 'l'lwy imist upon dry­
jllg thp tobacco b;.' natural proeesse:-:. and 
C(ln:;;eqnelltly lose their own rnarkfcL If we 
en; gmw tobacco snccc'·,fnlly in ihe Dawso_n 
Yall,"·-aml the Commis,ioncr assert., that rt 
can b.c !:!TOIYll successfulh·-tlwre is a rnarket 
immcdi,7telv available for it vyithol\1" g·oing 
ont3idc An.~tralia. 

l\Ir. f'oLLIX~: H1>s tlw Commissioner 
reckoned with the Tobacco Trust: 

The SECRETARY FOH Pl:BT.IC LA:'\DS: 
I understand that the Trmt is \Yilling to 
purchasp leaf so long- as the g-ro"·cn dry it 
m•der proper condit;ons. If tlw Commis· 
sic.ncr :-;et~ a:3ide a certain nrc·a for tobacco-
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growing- on hi' experimental farm, he \Yil! 
establi~h the nen•soar:,· drying apparatus as 
part of his undertaking. to' show that 
tobacco cf gooc1 l0af can be gro\vn in .._L\us­
tralia. Unce thnt fact is established, \Ye c •n 
sec to it that we get the whole Au'·tralian 
n1arkPt by u-ing cur protective tariff. 

Mr. :\[<)ORE: That \Yas discussed years ag.;. 

The SECH.ET_\RY FOR PuBLIC LA::\DS: 
At prc::unt the duty on tobacco is high, but 
jf ''"e could approach the Fcderr.l <loYcrn­
ment and proYe that we can supply tobacco 
of gnoJ leaf in ).._ustralia, thu.s n1aJdng out a 
good ec.•·C', \YC should be able to secure a 
prohibitiYe tn·iff to protect us against out­
sjdc con1petition. The Commissioner assures 
me that the chi<•f difficulty rrt present is the 
curing of the tobacco. He s<tys that \Ye haYe 
no scientillc methods for curing tobacco in 
Australia. 

The Commissioner proposes to go in for 
lamb-raising, and growing lucerne and feed­
ing it to 'tock. Th··n· is no doubt that 
lucerne will ruow splendidlv on irrigated 
land. and that it can be made <1 Yery profit­
able crop if iec! in the proper wJ.v to >tock. 

l\lr. PETERED": ::\earlY all of our lucerne 
i;; imported at present. ~ 

The SECH.ETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::\DS: 
!\o doLtbt, during dry periods lucerne would 
be a Yery profitablr: crop for sale, but it would 
not be wi>c to build up an indn<try depend­
ing on drought condit1ons. There i:;; no 
doubt that during a dronjht it is po"ible to 
g0t wonderful results through irrlgation. I 
will flUO(e from the Sydnc:: " :\Iorning 
Herald" of 23nl September last, (o giYe an 
idea of ·,.h,,t a few acres of lane! can pro­
duce IYhcn irr1gared-

" H may b<.' me-ntioned that during the 
1919-1920 drcmi,ht, when millions of sheep 
"·er€' lo~t and qnantitirs of valuable and 
high-pYic.crl stud stock threatened with 
extinction, this farmm·. l\Ir. A. Puree!!, 
providPtl acconnnodation for no fewer 
than 12.700 hearl, including- 200 high­
priec;l l'ams. op an area on '-his estate of 
a few hundred acre•, and fed the<m 
successfully for ten months on lucerne 
cut from l50 acres. 

"Thni 12.700 sheep may be feel on 150 
Acres of lurr-nw for ten~ nionths sounds 
incredible, but it is true." 

All the irrigated area can gro\V lnc2rne, and 
while it is useful to grow lucerne for fodder 
or f.,,. sale. still the suece~s of the scheme 
would lw better-foundc·d than if merelv 
depender:+ on drought conditions. The itle~ 
is to t;rov tbc ,e crops to be used in the area 
for the produc·tion of spc~ial commodities. 
and for the sa le of those commodities in the 
fr,rm of tlw manufactured articles. Other­
wise, '.vhen we h,Hl good times elsewhere, >Ye 
would ha,·e bad times on the Dawson Yallev 
and the irrigated area \You1d be useful ani~ 
when am·one else was having bad times. It 
is well knmYn that fodder crops can be 
grown successfully, a.nd can be used for the 
feeding- of stock for dairy purposes. The 
m>lnufactnre of butter and chee"e and lamb­
raising will be very profitable industries. 
No doubt some fruitgrowin11· will be done in 
the area. and cotton-growing on small blocks 
can also be successfully carried out. In 
Egypt, the most Yaluable cotton crop is pro­
duced on irrigable land, which is watered 
ever:v three or fom· weeks. Better prices are 
obtained for that type of cotton. In this 

arra cotton ha' been grown succcs;fully, and 
if a .small portio11 of each fanner's area is 
oel apart for r'Otton, it will giYe the farmer 
a CE>rtaill! return each yenr, as he will not 
be dependent on rainfall. There is no doubt 
that eYen with cotton there is going to be a 
great deal of difficulty in Quee>land unless 
~ea sons get better. The pre.sent season is a 
Lad one; aud the last sea .. ~on \Yas not good, 
nnd farm cl':'- no·,,~ lose their rn1 ton; if they 
are on irrigated land, the prospects of a 
fair return are good. 

l\Ir. CORSER : How many acres of irrigable 
lane! \Yil! each farmer gd? 

'I he SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LANDS: 
I shall deal \Yith that later on. Under the 
.\et pas_•cd ] ast session largo powers are con­
ferrc(l upon the C01nn1is;;:ioner. There is no 
lccal authorit:;· in the area, and the Com­
ruissioncJ· really acts as the governing body 
for the \Yhole of the area. He proposes to 
cut rhc irrigable land into small areas­
in some places from 12 acrez to 15 acres 
and in other places a larger area-according 
to the value of the land. If the settler is 
to go in for intense cultiYation. he does 
not IYaul a larg·e area of land: but, if he 
has a certain amount of irrigable land and 
some cf the high land, and is going in for 
mixed farming and requires land apart 
from the irrigable plot to run his dairy 
l'toclc then he reqnire'~ rt little more land. 
The \Yholr' arra is to be designed \vith 
dne regard to the Yalue of the land. In this 
in<:',tar:f~ \YC' \Yrtnt cnltiYation. There- is no 
prm·ision ncadc in the c\ct to compel culti­
yation. because the very essence of the 
schen1e is intcn~e {'U1tivat.ion. 

:\h. :JloonE: There is Eo getting out of it 
on that area. 

The SECRET~\H.Y FOB. Pl:BLIC LANDS: 
:\o on0 y,-onld ~ng~0~t irrigating land unless 
it is o:oing- to be imens<eh· cultivated. The 
f<nme~ will be a llowcd 'to grow his own 
crop--no crop 1Yill bo for~cd on hin1. 

;yfr. l>lORG.\X: That is something to be 
thankful for. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: 
He will be (':uidccl in his acti,-ities b,- the 
l'C'~u]ts of tlt0--·,york done on the 0x:perirrlental 
plots. Quite a number of people from other 
irrigation ar0as in Australia will con1e to 
Qnecnslan 1 to take up irrigation plots 
because of the low capital value of the land, 
and \Ye shall have to use discretion in select­
ino: the <eitlers for this arc.\. \Ye do not 
nropose to open the area like ordinary land. 
·some capit<Jl is required, and capital will be 
ac1Yrt11r'f'cl l1y the Com1nissiDncr. 

:\lr. :\IonGAX : Experience ought to be 
necessary. too. 

The SECRETARY FOR FGBLIC LA="'DS: 
it is intended as far "" po'·sible in the 
il1'tancr to g-et men ho haYC carried 

on £arn1ing- in ih~ other States under irriga­
tion conditions. I undcr,tand Mr. Part­
ridg·o will haYe litlle difficulty in getting 
quite a number of farmers who have been 
under hi'-11 in ihe other States to come to 
ihe DaY .. oon Valley and settle on some of 
the'e farms. \Ye shall tr,- to get these men 
in the first instance, so that their work will 
be an object !C'C·'On to other people who have 
not had experience in irrigation culture. 

Hon. W. H. BARKES: What will be the 
inducement for men to come from the other 
States 1 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA.:\DS: 
\Yhat do you mean" 

Mr. RoBEr:TS: \Yhv should men who are 
already on irrigated iand in tho other States 
come to Queensland? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC LANDS: 
Tho inducement will be that they can get 
land hero at a low capital value and water 
supplied to that land bY gravitation, whereas 
to-day some of them are on land of a high 
capital value per acre and it costs a large 
amount of money per acre to water that 
land because the water has to be pumped 
on to the lancl. I am only making that 
statement for what it is worth, but we 
intend to try and induce these men to come 
to the area. and I must take the Commis­
sioner's wm;cl for it when he says that quite 
a number of people who are on irrigable 
areas in the South have written to him 
saying they are prepared to come to the 
Dawson Valley and take up farms in the 
area. Thev are coming on his recolnmenda-
tion. " 

Mr. ROBERTS: Will they get preference 
over our o'vn men? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The system of allotment in this instance 
does not rest with the Department of Public 
Lands; it is a matter for the Commissioner 
and his officers. He intends to establish a 
Board to deal with applicants on similar 
lines to those on which the Land Settlement 
Committee is dealing with applicants for 
the Burnett land. Of course great power 
has to be given to the Commissioner in an 
undertaking such as this. In the other 
States the Commiosioners of Irrigation have 
large powers, and we have to give the Com­
missioner that power, because somebody has 
to be in charge of a scheme for the settle­
ment of an irrigation area. He proposes 
to have this Board established consisting of 
officers of his department and himself, and 
this Board will select approved applicants. 
\Vhen I say " approved applicants" I take 
it that he intends to select men who have 
good credentials, men who he believes will 
make successful farmers, and men who have 
some capital with which to carry on when 
they take up the land. He states that an 
amount of £700 or £800 is necessary to 
start a man on a block, and he proposes 
that the man should have at least £350, the 
balance to be provided through the Commis­
sioner in the form of an advance. He sug­
gests £350, as he thinks a man should have 
rnoug·h to keep himself \vithout looking 
for sustenance during the fil'St year of his 
occupation of the land. 

The who], success of the scheme lies in not 
over-capitalising it at the outset-keeping 
our costs as low as possible, and being able 
to supply the farmers when they are on the 
land with water at a cheap rate. Second]~·, 
the~· must be able to grow a crop that is 
profitable and that is S<deable. I think all 
of t,hese questions have been satisfactorily 
answered. £2.000,000 is a very low figure to 
get 200,000 acres under water when you con­
s idAr that in some of the Southern schemes 
the cor,servation of \Vater alone-the construc­
tion of the clam-has cost a great deal moro 
than the whole of our scheme will cost. Fur­
thcrn1or0. \YC n1ust r01ncn1bcr that in 11C'ar1v 
ail the other settlements the land had a fairlv 
high capital value before the water was pu-t 
on to it, and that has to be added to the 
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settler's capii alisation va Inc. Hero the loud 
belong-:; to the Crown, and we can give it at 
a very low co~t to the. man who is going to 
produco from It. and. If we can in addition 
to that. supply .him with wate/ at 20s. per 
acre. then the scheme should have a fair 
chn1v•c of succc::::s. There is no iloubt. as 
with all big Bchcmcs, that we ohall ]wye a 
good deal of trouble. It is not o·oino- to be 
all :-;1nooth ~ailintr. It is not g0i~g t~ be as 
pretty as the picture. \Ve all know that, 
but we ki1ow also that sooner or la tor Queens­
land must tackle the question of the con­
sC'rvation of water. 

HoxOt;RABLE Jl.fEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
\Vo are going on year after year constructing 
ra!lway3 ir;to the interior and builclino- lines 
even in the coastal districts through vm:Y poor 
land, thus adding to our interest debt year 
after year, and when a time comes like the 
pres~nt there is disaster facing us. This is 
contmually occurring. more especially in 
Queens] and. There are places in Queensland, 
other than the Dawson Valley, where water 
can be conserved and where it will have to 
be conserved. In this instance we ha-..e 
Crown land, we have a good catchment area, 
and we have an ideal situation for a dam. 
The cost is not great, and surely it is due 
to this country to give irrigation a trial! 
Victoria has spent £12,000,000 or £14,000,000 
on irrigation. 

Mr. EDWARDS: It has paid, too. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Scme schemes have not paid while otheTs 
have paid well. On the irrigation area at 
Milclura I think about 12.000 acres produced 
wealth of a value of £500.000 last year, and 
on the Dawson Valley area there are 200,000 
acres of irrigable land. Again I say Queens­
land must face the problem of water con­
servation. It would pay us to hold up 
railway constructiQn and develop the land 
that is now served by railways. 

The conservation of water is one of the 
di'rections in which monev should be diverted 
from railway construction, because we carry 
deficits on our railways and we do not make 
the country more productive. or in most 
instances very little more productive, than it 

was before the railway was con­
[4.30 p.m.] structed. But in an irrigation 

scheme. comtructcrl at a cost of 
£2,000,000-ancl many of our sections of rail­
way cost £2,000.000-we have an opp_ortunitv 
of testing a real nwthocl of saving our stock 
and. nf encouraging produC'tion in the drv 
periods of the year. I can commend this 
proposition. so far as I !mow it. to the I-Iou'e. 
I admit that \Hl have to ~·o a ::;ood deal on 
Pshmates, but we hawl appointed c man to 
in.-estigate this pmposilion thoroughly. He 
Ptates that it is a goor1 one. a.11d coinparf's 
more than fa,·ourably with a ne· other proposi­
tion in the other States. He oug-ht to know, 
as he has had experience. I believe it is a 
r0asonablo thing ·tor this 8tat0 to tr~~ thP 
scheme. The railway is not a part of the 
0xnenchtnre, but I would point out that the 
railwav in the Dawson Vallc· woulrl have 
been l1.uilt in .anv rase, and it· i-, 1nuch more 
nPcessary now tO go on v~·ith the ir1ig-ation 
scheme to make thrti line a payabl0 proposi­
tion. Of cour·-e. there is a good leng-th of 
railwav from Baralaba before we reach the 
point ~';here the good land start<. \Ye intend 
to bu ilcl the lino on to Cas tiP Creek-that i's 
absolutely necessary. I say thar the expendi-
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tnre of moncv in this direction \\'ill be a 
muc·h better asset than tho buildin~ of further 
doubtful raihntvs mto clr•· distnct'. Prob­
ably during the. 11cxt thrc~ or four years \n~ 
sha1l have an opportuni1y of seeing vvhether 
the larger schen1e wj ll bu as succo~~ful as is 
anticiputcd. It n1ay be argueJ that it would 
bo wi~cT to delay tho bigger :-chen1o until we 
have tested the smaller scheme at Castle 
Creek. That might appear a very goo.d argu­
ment, but it requires investigation. At first 
glance I was inclined to think that it mig·ht 
be a good thing to see if the land included 
in the scheme approved by Parliament last 
session is as productive as was stated. and 
if we can produce the things it was stated 
could bo produced. But since the Commis­
sioner has been here and has investigated 
the wholo scheme. he is verv earnest about 
proceeding with the bigger 'scheme. There 
are two reasons for that. one of which is 
thta t delay is dangerous, because I under­
stand that the whole of the irrigable land is 
subject to periodical flooding. and the build­
ing of the dam will safeguard that flooding. 
I believe that, with the ordinarv rainfall, it 
will take approximately five or 'six years to 
fill the dam; so that. to delay the bigger 
scheme until we sc>e whether a model area 
like Castle Creek is successful will be dan­
gerous, and may destroy the whole scheme. 
Consequently the Government have decided 
to complete the work at Castle Creek straight 
away, and also to proceed with the main 
scheme. I believe that it \vill take three or 
four years to get a fair idea as to the success 
·of Castle Creek. The cost of the smaller 
scheme will be greater than if used in con­
n.:;ction with the bigger scheme. If we go on 
with the scheme and have a dcfini te line of 
policy, spending so much each year, there 
will be a great reduction in cost. If we 
delay the matter, it will increase the capital 
"ost and may eventually prevent the consum­
mation of the bigger scheme. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: You have not indicated 
the lines you intend following in connection 
with town settlements, and so forth. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: 
One cannot deal with evervthing on a motion 
like this, and I do not \'vant to weary the 
House. 

OPPOSITION ME>IBERS : It is not wearying 
the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC LANDS: 
It is a technical subject in connection with 
which one is speakmg on behalf of somebody 
else. I am the 11inister in charge of the 
politic-al side of the matter. and it would be 
in1pertinenco on n1y part to ~ug;gcst that I 
knew anything about irrigation or about the 
method of carrying out the scheme. I have 
to depend on my technical advisers in that 
matter. In dealing with a question like this. 
a ::\iinist0r is r< 'lllv obliged to give the 
advice supplied to him bv the officer con­
cerned, who is a highly qualified man anrl 
\Yho has the nccec''"'Y technical knmdcdgo 
for carrying out the undertaking. 

There is jmt this to be said in conclusion: 
I havo stated that tho Commissioner has 
been gi yen large powers. If we get the right 
man on this job, it should 1nean succP~s; if 
've get the \vrong man it may 1ncan di~aster. 
The difficulty in all those big undertakings 
is to get th0 right man. The powers given 
to the Commi5"ioner practically make him 
an autocrat within the area. I am told bhat 

it is ab .olut<;ly nocc·,sary for the establish­
n1ent of a successful irrigation settlen1cnt to 
have an autocrat \Yithin the area to ::,ettlP 
di··pute•. which may arise aud do all things 
necessary to brin[, it to a succe.:..-sful concln­
sion. ~\Ir. Partridge proposes. as soon as 
possible after the settlement of tho land. to 
allow the farmers themscln•s to establish 
advisory boards. 

0PPOSITIO~ Th1E,IBERS: Hear, hear: 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC LANDS: 
The Government also propose that all works 
es,ablished bv the Commissioner at the outset 
for the treatment of the various products. 
though built by the State, shall revert to the 
producers of the commodities in the particu­
lar areas as co-operative concerns. It is pro­
posed to allow such utilities as butter or 
cheese factories or tobacco kilns to revert to 
the suppliers, and to capitalise the cost of 
the undertakings and allow the settlers later 
on to work them co-operatively. As I said. 
Mr. Partridge cays that later on, when the 
settlements arc established, he intends to 
form emall advisory boards of the farmers 
to help him in the administration of the 
different sections in the area. 

Mr. KELSO: I-Ie is to have an absolutelv 
free hand. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He is to have an absolutely free hand. He 
is to be an autocrat within that area-the 
last Parliament gave him that power. Of 
course, there is a provision in the Act which 
makes him subject to the Minister, but he 
will have complete control of the area in 
doing all things necessary to make it a suc­
cessful settlement. The hon. member for 
Warwick mentioned the matter of townships. 
The Commissioner proposes to establish a 
model town. Any hon. member who is inter­
ested can see the drawings in the Irrigation 
Office. 

Mr. MoRGA;;-: They are on the table here. 

Th<' SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He proposes to establish a model town. and 
there is much to commend the idea. I am 
not one who likes to paint the lily, because 
these things are all on paper. I am rather of 
a practical turn of mind. I like to soe things 
actually, and not on paper. All the same, the 
Commissioner ha.s gon<e to a good deal of 
trouble in this work, and anyone who likes to 
go over the whole scheme will find in it evi­
dence of very careful consideration and Yery 
fine imagination. He is to be commended for 
his work up to date. Of course, as I said 
before, whether he makes mistakes is in 
the womb of the future. \Vo have had some 
bitter experience in the small irrigation 
scheme in the Inkerman area, and I want to 
obviate a repetition of what has happened 
ther<'. I want to be sure of the man; I 
want to be sure of the undertaking. I want 
to inYestigate every avenue it is possible for 
me as political head to examine to be sure 
that the man we have obtained and whom 
the State is paying is the right man. Th;;tt 
is m:· job. It is not my job to investiga-,E> 
m· criticise his work after he is appointed. 
I am not comnetent to do that. The dut,· 
of the Govern~ment or of the Minist0r in 
these undertakings is to do at the outset 
0\"('f~Ythinr; pos~ihlc to ;.cctu'c the~ ri~ht n1an, 
to choose the proper situation for the under­
taking. and to rarrv it out at as lo·w a cost 
as possible. I hope· that in the years to come 

Hon, W. McOormack.] 
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cost:;; will d.rcrensc somcvdwL .and that "'e 
shall not br faced alwavs with the enormous 
expense in ronstrnction~ which ha,, followed 
the >Yar. 

J\lr. G. P. BARXES: 
rea ppraisen1ents? 

\Y ill ther~ be 

The SE<:RETARY FOR PGBLIC LA::\DS: 
The selections will be perpehwl leaseholds, 
and an\ body objt•cting to the Commissioner's 
dr•cis~on mn~v appeal to a police n1agistrate 
~omt1tuted as a Land Court judge. That 
1s already provided for in the regulations 
we h'we passNL I have not been able to 
deal with the thousand and one incidentals 
which may crop up in such a scheme as 
t.h1o. I am trying to giye all the informa­
tlOn that appear.s to me to be necessary 
when askmg Parliament to grant the money 
inYolved. I admit that it is a large rtmount. 
I adm1t also that the proposal is new, 
and wo do not know whether it is going 
to be a succe·s. \Ve hope it will be and I 
am firmly cmn-inccd that the situa'tion of 
Queensland and her climatic conditions 
nec0ssitate a departure from our existing 
methods. If this departure is as successful 
as v:e hope it will be, 1 am sure that it 
wlil be the forerunner of manv such 
schemes. If a number of these schem~'S could 
be successfully established in this State, the 
fears of drought would be rcmm-od practi­
cally forener from the minds of the people, 
becau•",2 person~ ,vho haYc sto,J.;: in dry areas 
would get gTeat help during those peTiods 
<Jf stress .from th!:' enormous productivity 
of thc:so ungatcd area~. I cDtnrncnd the 
matter t< the HousP. and I move the motion 
standing in rny nanlt.:. 

Hoxm:RABLE :'\lniBERS: Hear, hea.r ! 

Mr. TAYLOR (TV inrlsor): i have listened 
with a very con~iderablc an1ount of interest 
to the speech of tlw Minister who has well 
said that this is the biggest' project in the 
way of ·water conserYatjon and irrigation 
that he' ever been placed ]>cforo the people 
Df Queensland. Am-one who has anv kno\Y­
ltX!ge of the . mete'orological conditions of 
th1s State durmg the last fifteen or twentv 
yC>ars can come to only one conclusion-tha"t 
the bounteous seasons which we had many 
years ago have practicallv forsaken us and 
their place. unfortunate!:,:, has been taken 
b.v abnormally dry periods. I am quite atis­
fi< cl, from 1 he on tlino ~f the scl!Pmc which 
the :\Iinister has gin·n us. that. if it is pos­
sib]P to irrigate the 200,000 acres of land 
abcmt ,.,-hich lw told us this afternoon at 
anything like the cost for which the Com­
miesioner hopes to do it, the scheme must be 
a s.uccess. On looking up the cost of various 
ll'ngahon schemes in other parts of the 
Commonwealth. I find that the charges are 
Yer.:' n1uch in .exct:,-,s o£ the esthnate which 
has bcc·n prepared for the J\1inister bv the 
Comrni8sioner. ~ 

If Queensland is going to produce any­
thmg more than a few miles from th<2 cDast­
line .. \VC n1ust go in for extensive schen1es of 
irrigation. If we are not prepar·ecl to do 
that, the . coonPr we go out of agriculture 
and d:11r:cmg the better. Everybody knows 
that probably neYer before in the historv 
of agriculture in this State-apart from ou'r 
sugar ~istricts-were things in as deploTable 
a cond1t10n as at present.. It is up to us 
as the Minister said, to make a staTt with 
irrigation projects. 

[Hon. W. McCormack. 

If mw studies the dcn:lopment along these 
li!1P"i IYhich has r::rkcn place in the other 
States of the C'oinn1onwealth-a.nd this is a 
poim to .,,·hich I \\'ould like to draw parti­
cnJar attention--he finds that. they are Ycrv 
n~1urh n1oro faYourcd than 've in Queensland 
in the rnatu r of rainfall, and that in s-c1ne 
ju~tancf's they have vc1·y fme ri.,-ers. There 
is th~~ ::.Iurrav RiYCl'. on the boundarv line 
bet\YCOll ~C\Y, South \Yales and \Tictori"a and 
[,0\wer•JJ Sollth Australia and Victoria, a 
magnificent stream of \Vater which has boon 
an incnlcnla ble bc•ncfit to those States. un­
fortunatelY, >Y~ are not fayoured to the same 
dcgn~~·; nor have we storage of water in 
the form of suow from the hills and moun­
taiw which contributes very largely to the 
Pncce~·~ of .tn irripration schun1c. But, not­
witbt anding that qnite a number of adva,n­
tages which exist in the other States are 
denied to us. it is up to us to make the 
H'ry best U5C of what we have for the pur­
poses of water consen·ation, and this, I 
take it, is an attempt to make the best use 
of what is claimed to be an area eminentlv 
suitable for irrigation purposes, for the rais­
ing of crops '"hich >Yill be of the greatest 
lwncfit to the State. The raising of crops 
itself involves a big- question. Some people 
talk about growing wheat. Hon. members 
know rny opini-on of \vheat;sro\ving in Queens­
land. I believe that £4 an acre is as much 
as yon can expect on the .average, and I 
take it thot on the·c irrigation are11.s we 
eh all have to do bPttcr than that if we want 
peop1c to go on th«'nl. Lucerne has been 
mentioned. That i' one of the finest crops 
\', e can £!.TO\V, and one to \vhich wn shDuld 
!'i"c allc the attention we c>tn. \Ve have 
clr>w•lopc J into a. ycry large butt-er and cheese 
prodneing Statc-Queensland is practically 
the la ;·gest cheese-producing State in the 
Co>11monwealth. Lucerne is the verv life­
blood of such an industry. and, therd~re, we 
1nnst encourage it(' cultivation as much as v;~e­
ean. \Yhat h-as been our experience during 
the last eighteen months? I asked a ques­
tion the Dthcr da:;· as to the amount of pro­
duce \Yhich "·as brought into Queensland by 
rail through \Vallangarra-not by boat. 

The rep]~· that I got was that during the 
past eighteen months we had received 50,000' 
tons of fodder. That is ·o'noug·h to make the 
ang-els \'YC<'p. It is terrible to think t11at 
fodcL r is pen ring' ac·ro~:s the border into this 
n1a~·uifit nt State. The figure that I havt.' 
onotcd doe.· not 1 akc into consideration the 
fodder that ;,, coming into this State by 
boat. I-TalY lonp; arc IYC' going to continuP 
thi~ :::ort of thiJJg? It has been going on 
for .:cars, thou~d1 certain~~· not to the :oan1e 
e:dc11l '" at th~ nrcscnt time. For quit" a 
l!-;_·n~L(·r of ' ·a1·...;: \V2 been dra•.vnF~ front 
th,, other State's of conHllorli~:~c"'; of 
which IYC were- lWt able to prod.W't~ sntfiC'icnt 
for c1n· O\\'Nl reqnil'011lcnt' and of wll~C'h \V8 
nughr t~) produciug quite a lvt for the 
loe;:tl 'n1cnt....:;. 

Tlw rnltiYation of cDtton has been men­
tioned. 'I'hrrP i" a good deal of doubt in 
nwny pco})lc 's rninds as to hov: i his crop is 
going to }lUll out. The ~Iinistrr stated that 
dnrinp: the past w·ar 1he ~otton crop had 
had a bad spin. That i· so. It is l1aving a 
had spin just no· . I belie,, o, from what we 
know of what has taken place during the 
last tftl't'£' ye-ar.;;. that. if '.Ye can irrigate the 
lam1 in the Da\Yson Valley, then the success 
of the <Cotton crop is assured. I m a v be 
wrong, but that is my opinion. \Ve' ar·e 
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hacke·J np in regard to the cultivation oi 
cottDn bv n1cn who know the business fron1 
A t.o Z- Thev have stndit'd ir from everv 
point. and kn~w ~ust exact1v what Atneric'a 
can do ancl what -Egypt can· do. They have 
com<> t.) Queensland and haw• s.•en \vhat 
Queensland can do. and thev have realised 
after impection and with the knowlr·dge that. 
they have r;aincd of the quality of the cotton 
that w _, have been producing in Queensland 
that thev han• struck the right place. They 
have backed that up by investinp; in Queens­
land .£308.000 or .£400.000 in order to estab­
lish that industry. If the irrigation scheme 
is going to be a success-I fervently hope 
that it will-I do not see whv it should not 
be a suecess-I hne no do,{bt that in the 
Da wson V alley area the cotton crop will bo 
ono of the great. crops which will be pro­
duced profitably in that area. v; e do not 
want to go in for. a Jot of fruitgrowing. I am 
goinp: to quote some figures to ,how what is 
being done in r<?gard to fruitgrowing in 
the other States. One of the troubles with 
regard to fruitgrowing in Queensland is that 
it is a JWrishable crop, and our climate 
prevents it being kept for any length of time. 
In Victoria, South Australia. and \V.estern 
Australia. where the climatic conditions are 
more favourable, they can keep the fruit for 
a longer period than we can in Queensland. 
Our h0t wc·ather JWCYents us from keeping 
it nearlv as well as thev can in the other 
States. ·In eonnection ":ith the packing of 
fruit. Victoria and Sonth Australia have 
really produced an uticle probably eqnal to 
what can be produced in any part of the 
world. W<' want the Commissioner to make 
up his mind that he will take all sorts of 
care that it will not be fruitgrowing that the 
sdt!er will have to depend upon for his live­
lihood and to pay the interest bill in con­
nection with his home. The scheme is one 
that should have the careful and thoughtful 
attention of every hon. member. \Ve are 
committed to an immense expenditure of 
money in connection with it, hut I would 
rather see £1,000,000 lost in a scheme such as 
this than see the money lost in enterprise; 
which should never have been entered upon. 
In connection with this scheme I would feel 
that an attempt is being made to develop 
the State on right and sound lines. We 
know that in Victoria for quite a number of 
years irrigation was practically a failure. 

At 4.55 p.m., 
The CHAIR~IAN OF Co>IliiiTTEES (::Y1r. Kirwan, 

Bri,<ban<) took the chair as Deputy Speaker. 
Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know whether 

the men connectecl with it possessed the necE·S· 
sary knowledge to make it a success. \0Vo 
know that a wa~· back in time Alfred 
1Jcakin 'vas S·ent a:::; a Comn1issioner to 
Caiifornia to report on the irrigation works 
in operation there. After he made his report 
<;m his. return quite a lot of monev was spent 
1n ungatmg a number of areas in Victoria. 
I ha:v·e seen the channels which w<>re con­
structed after Mr. Deakin's return, and thnv 
WE're as dr:v as the floor of this Chambe1:, 
and I know that hardlv any water over 
flowed in some of them. ~.;,s a ~esult of those 
operations Victori:t probably lost a few 
million pounds in connection with the initial 
work of irrigation. but the Sbte did not lose> 
h<>art because of. that fact. They persevered 
with the ·dctermmation to make a success of 
irrigation if it "as at all possible. Although 
nrobably they have not made a direct profit 
in quite a number of th.: areas, through those 
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1·cnturcs they are to-day able to supply the 
other States with quite a lot of products 
rhat are necessary to maintain those States. 
[f it were not for the superabundance of the 
produce which has been grown in Victoria in 
particular, I do not know what kind of a 
position some of the other States of the 
Commonwealth would be in to-day. That 
sur·'-:ess has been :very largely attributable to. 
the success of irrigation in that State. A 
few days ago I was r,eading a number of the 
" Scientific A.merican'' which contained an 
illustrat,ed article in connection with the· 
Bnrrinjuck reservoir in ="ew South Wale-. 
fn corr1n1enting on irrigation in Australia, 
although it did not in ony way hold us up 
to. derision or anything of that kind, it cer­
taml,· pointe-d out that Australia, with its 
terrific loss of sheep and cattle during many 
drought periods which it had exp<>rienced, 
had not carried out irrigation in a way that 
one would have supposed Australia would 
have carried out that work. \Ve have trusted 
to luck, we have trusted to the rainfall. We 
have said. '• 'Nait till we get a wet season, 
and get this, and g·2t that." 'Ye have neve1· 
made any serious attempt to irrigate any 
portion of Queensland or Australia. The· 
Government now come forward with this 
proposal to see if it is not possible to trans­
form what are waste places in Queensland 
to-day and make th2m productive areas. 
The rigures that were given this afternoon 
dealing with the added value to the land a; 

· rhe result of irrigation, are quite sufficient to 
cn0ourage us to go right ahead with the, 
projeci. Since I have been in this Chamber 
I have never failed to realise the absolute 
nE'ccssity for encouraging irrigation schemes. 
I think the Minister was quite on sound 
g-round in his remarks with regard to rail­
'.va:v construction and urigation works. 
During the last few years it has been forced 
on our minds that water conservation and 
irrigation aro equal to, if not more important 
than, railway construction in this State. 
There is nothing more heartrending to a 
man and his family than to be placed on land 
m Queensland or any part of Australia and 
d_elye year in and ,·ear out trying to make a 
hvmg for himself, his wife, and family, and 
then to find at the end of his year's work 
that there is nothing for him and that he 
ow _'s a big debt to those who' have carried 
him on. That is the experience of quite a 
number of settlers in Queensland to-day. The 
Government have had to supply fodder to 
probably hundreds of selectors during the 
last few months. Unfortunatelv we <'annat 
'CC an,· sign of the Governmerit being able 
to cPase supplying that fodder. 

This is a big irrigation scheme which 
commend<; itself to us. and we understand 
that the location of the big dam is an ideal 
one and that the great bulk of the water 
to. be u~ed for the purpose of irrigation 
will br· taken over tho area by means of 
gravitation. I hope the Government will 
not stop at this scheme. There are quite a 
number of smaller 'c'hemE's in settled areas 
at the present time >vhich can be well 
;;c•rved. 'fhe cost, too, will not be anything 
like £2,000,000-probably not more than 
£500,000 or even £250,000. In looking through 
" Knibbs's" figures we find quite a large 
number of small areas in other parts of the 
Commonwealth where irrigation schemes are 
in progreso at the present time. It does 
not matter what the cost of water is to the 
settler provided the productivity of the land 
covers all these cost,; and leaves something 
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over. It is wonderful what land will carrv 
in the way of costs if water is supplied to it. 
It is on the application of water judieious1y 
.a pp lied that success or otherwise of a crop 
;, practically assure-d. 

I ren1en1ber reading the discussion vrhich 
took place in Parliament last y<:ar when 
the Secretary for Railway' quoted figures to 
,;.how that at Renmark in South Australia 

and Milduru in Yictoria. which 
,[5 p.m.] have !wen developed under a 

svi:,tenl cf intense culture and 
practically a;·e solely devoted to the growing, 
.drying, and proc<·'sing of fruit. for which 
thev ha vc secured a m a rkct overseas as well 
as In Au'3tralia. the co~t of supplying water 
ran from £30 to £40 an acre. I do not 
know whether tho'e figures are correct or 
not. but they seem to me enormous. and I 
am inclined to think that there must surely be 
smnething 'vrong with them, bcz~ausc the 
Minister then mentioned that the fruit har. 
vested from 13.000 acres at Mildura amounte-d 
·to £1,238,373. That is equal to a gross 
return of £95 an acre. As a set-off against 
that the Minister quoted the f1gures for R<>n­
mark, and said that 5.364 acres were irrigated 
and the va hw of the crop for 1920 was 
£235.000. That works out at £43 per acre. 
If the grower had to pay even £30 an acre 
for water to irrigate fruit lands and he only 
received a gro>.• return of £43 an acre. I 
reckon that he would be on the wrong side 
of the ledger because of the cost of nicking, 
cultivation, and one thing and another. The 
Minister told us that the cost of distributing 
the water over the Da,wson VallE'v area 
will be only £1 an acre. I could not help 
}hinking that £1 an acre is a very low price 
indeed for the distribution of water on this 
area. As I said when I commencc.d mv 
speech. if the distribution of water is only 
going to cost £1 an acre, the :iYiinister need 
not lose any sleep whatever in wondering 
whether the undertaking will be a success or 
a failure. I cannot see ho\v it is going to 
be a failure if that is what water is going 
to cost. The scheme provides for a tem­
ponny dam at Castle Creek. 53 miles from 
Baralaba. in additiDn to the dam at Delu­
sion Creek. The dam at Castle Cr~eek will 
make vrm·ision for th<> irrigation of 5,000 
acres. That is the first place in which an 
experiment is to be tried. In addition to the 
drrm at Castle Creek and the dam at Delusion 
Creek there will bP a big dam at i'\ a than's 
Gorge. 'l'h0 Minister stated that this will 
make a further 200.000 acres available for 
irrigation, and the Department of Public 
L"nds e'iimatcs that ultimatE'lT over 
300.000 anee \Yill he available for irrigation 
purpo~es at an cstin1atcd cost of £2.000.000. 
'The cstirnatf'd capacity Df the darn. I unde!·­
>tand. is wnwwhere about 2.48D.OOO acre f<'"t 
of \YatC'r. \Yhil~r 1 an1 speaking on this 
nwttl'r I ''"onld likr• to sav that the first 
irrigation schcn10 whiC'b oPerated in ·vic­
toriv was about 1887. wlH'n Chaffev Brothers 
calllP from America. and 'vent· imo that 
l\Iildura c01111tn·. 'Thev w0rc reallv the 
nione0rs of irrlg;1tion in 'i-\ustra1ia. Although 
thev did not do well out of it tlwmselv; ... 
the-Y \verc 1ncn of great detern1ination and 
vn~- fine men. The•- worked entlmsiasticalh­
;;nd put all the Pncrg;y they possibly could 
irto this aJ·ca at 1\Iiklura. with the rewlt 
that it is the succr'S we know it to be to-dav. 
The Vidorian "Year Book" tells us th~t 
the area uHler irrigated culture in Yictoria in 
1921-22 for all kinds of crops was 287.907 
acres, being an increase of 5.373 acres on the 
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al'f•a irrigr. tPd in the prc-Yious ycRr. and 
::.0.233 acre's ahm-e the aYeragc foi' the 
preYious four ,;·ears. Then the ''Year Book" 
t.tate~ \Yhat tilE' irri;?,·ated area::- are earryincr 
in crops. I find th;t in 1919·20 there wer~ 
76.810 acres under cereals. and in 19;11-22 
the area bad fallen to 25.039 acres. 

Mr. ::\lonG \X: It does not pay to irrig·ate 
cereal crops. 

::\Ir. TAYLOR: It is quite evident from 
fiu·urcR ~uch a3 thPse that it does nor. Those 
a~e the figur€'~ after so1nc years of gro\ving 
cereals under irrigation in V'ictoria. V·le 
End that in 1918-19 64.181 acres of lucerne 
\Yere under irrigation in ·v--ictoria. and those 
ftgures hacl g-rown in 1921-22 to 82.000 acres, 
showing that thPy realise that lucerne is a 
better proposition for irrigation purposes 
thau cereals. Then. in 1918-19. under .-ines 
and orcha rck there \\'ere 38.260 acres irri­
g-ated, while last yNr the area was 55.601 
acres. The re>mlt has been that Victoria 
has grown more fruit than it has been able 
to consume and process, besi·des supplying the 
other States. In Ouecnslancl I do not believe 
that we grow or pi-ocef's enough citrus fruits. 

There is a line of shreddf'd marmalade 
that comes into this oountry from Scotland. 
Just imagine that~ Vie have to bring 
shredded marmalad1' from Scotland made 
from oranges grown in Spain ! It shows 
plainly that W(' do not realisp the import.­
ance of supplying ourselves with quite a lot 
of commoditie.; which we are quite capable 
of producing locally. I think we can grow 
a great deal more of citrus fruits. and we 
should cPrta inly process more than we are 
now doing. 

I shall quote some figures with regard to 
:\lildma. just to show what can bP done 
under a svstem of irrigation and close 
seitlenwnt. · 

The population of 1\Iildura in 1891. accord­
ing to th0 census, was 2.321. In 1896. five 
ypars afterwards. it had dropped to 2,000. 
In 1901 it had grown to 3.325, and in 1911 
had advanced to 6.119. In 1914. the year 
of the outbreak of war. it had grown to 
7.250. In 1916 to 8.000. in 1917 to 8,250, in 
1919 to 9,000. in 1920 to 11,500, and accord­
ing to tll(' 1921 census the population then 
had grown to 13.183 persons. From 2,321 
in 1891 to 13,183 in 1921 ! 

That shows that the settlement has been a 
succe.ss, because the growth of population, with 
one exception, has been steady right from 
thP time the irrigation works were started 
then'. The same can be 'aid with regard 
to RNlmark. which I understand is a very 
n1uch :--:1naller area. lhP population being 
about 4.000 persons. 

Before finishing. I should likE' to quote a 
few morP remarks from the Commonwealth 
"Official Year Book., for 1921-1922-

" Australia's firf't experiments in in·i· 
gation wert' made with the object of 
bringing- undor culti,~ation areas in 'vhich 
an inadequate rainfall rendered agricul­
tural and even pastoral occupations pre­
carious and intermittent, and although 
these original settlt\mcmts have for the 
most part pro,·ed fairly successful. most 
of the States, instead of promoting new 
settlPments in UllOCCUfied regions. are 
adopting the policy o making existing 
settlement closer." 

It then gives a list of the various settlements 
in the whole c·f the States. 
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Then \n: con1e to see what has bern done 
in :\ew South \Yales in the matter of irriga­
tion. There is the Murrumbidgee ,cheme. 
which embraces \vhat is known as the Burrin­
juck dam. Then they have established _irri­
gation settlements at Curlwaa. nt·ar \\ ent­
worth. and one at Hay. The Curlwaa irriga­
tion eonsists of 10.600 aeres. and the Ha~· 
irri"ation area of about 4,500 acres. which 
prp~ious to 1913 was controlled by a trust. 
It is in a dry portion of ?\ew South Wal<:s, 
similar i.o a JHU1lber of our dr.\· ar0as 1n 
Queensland. Then they haYe the Mm·ray 
RivPr irrigation ~chenlC and thf' tren1endous 
Hun:e resNYoir. to \vhich New South 
\Yales. Victoria. and South Australia are 
each contributiug somewhere about £1,250 000 
or £1.500.000. and the Commonwealth is con. 
tributing · £1.000,000-I know that the con­
tributions from each of the States exceeds 
that of the Commonwealth. The total cost 
of this re,ervoir will run into probably 
£5.000.000 or £6.000.000, which sho;vs that 
they are not afraid of big things there. 

It is the day for big things to be done 
in Queensland. \\' e have to get out of the 
rut of acting in a small wn,y, and we must 
visualise, not onlv what it is necessary to 
carr;. on to-d~y.' but what Queensland is 
going to be in fifty or a hundred years. We 
must legislate in such a way that those who 
are coming after us will admit that we 
havE' not neglected our opportunities of 
making the State of Queensland not only 
habitable and profitable to ourselves, but 
haYc made it habitable and profitable for 
those who follow us, 

With regard to Victoria. we are told in 
the Commonwealth "Official Ye>tr Book." 
that the Goulburn is the larg-est of Victoria's 
irrigation enterprises. It serves, either for 
irrigatior .. or cion1estic and stock purposes, 
868,000 acrC's of land in the valleys of the 
Goulburn, Campaspe, and Loddon Rivers. 

It is constructed of concrete masonry. and 
a full description is given in the Common­
W('alth " Official Year Book." Then we have 
t,lle Cohuna, Gannawarra, Koondrook, and 
Swan Hill scherr,es. The whole of these 
schemes are in !.he wheat belt. I do not 
know exactly the cost of distributing water 
in these areas. Regarding the :"Jyah irriga­
tion area. thP Commomvealt.h "Official Year 
Book" Rays-

" This area \\·as orcupi0d in 1894 under 
village scttlE'ment conditiom. settlers 
being· allmved up to 50 acres Pach. Illdi. 
vidual attempt~ at irrigation having 
proved unsucressful, a Govenunent scheme 
was prepared for the whole settlement. 
A number of Bettlers surrendNed portion 
of their holdings \Yhich were too large 
for their eH'cctin, working. and these 
portions. with adjacent Crown lands, 
werP rcsuhcliYided and made aYailable 
und0r the 1\.Imray Settlement Acts. 1907. 
on easy terms." 

'The agreeable part is that after bc'illf' sub­
di,·ided into 208 holding,, with an aYerage of 
17 acres. 200 have been settled. The settlers 
iuclude cifty.seYen discharged >'oldiers-

" The channels ha Ye been extended to 
the soldiers' holdings. and an additional 
pumping plant erected to meet the 
increased demanfl for >Yate". \Vater 
rights are apportioned to these holdings 
on the basis of 2~ acre feet of water for 
each ir~igablc area. and the compulsory 
charge 1s at present 16s. per acre foot of 
such water rights. The land is devoted 

rna iniY to vinevards and orchards. and 
the settlers, tnkCu as a, whole. arc 1naking 
good progr0ss." 

That shmn just <>xactly what can be done. 
Like the SPcrPtan for Public Lands, I am 
not going to pai1it a lo: of fancy pictures. 
[ like the real thing. and I C<'rtainly thmk 
thnt. if we ~nw some of those Southern 
settlements, we should see the real thing. 
I hope that it will not be ,,er,· long before 
"'" shall haYe the real thing in Queensland. 
I think that the scheme we are considering 
to"day <Yill b<; the success \VC hope it will be, 
b~cause the WC'alth of the State depends 
upon irrigation ancl water conservation, 
which we must prm-ide for if we are to hold 
ot,r oi\'n as one of the foren1ost States of the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. PETERSO:\ (.Yonnanl!!J): I am sure 
that no one can feel more pleased th&n 
myself \Yith the proposal before the House, 
becans, . after adYocating for a number of 
years this gigantic scheme, I am now seeing 
tile fruition of my advocacy. The Secretary 
for Public Lands deserves !he thanks of the 
community for taking upon himself the intro­
duction of the proposal which is, I believe. 
on<O of the most important that has ever 
come under the notice of the House. 

We have heard a great deal from time to 
time about the loss that this State has sus­
tained through dry seasons. I have heard 
those arguments until I am sick of them. I 
have been one of the school who believe that 
there is only one hop-e for tlw man on the 
land in Queensland, and that is through the 
channp}s of water conservation and irriga~ 
tion. 'l'he reason why I came to this conclu­
sion is that for the past twenty-five years 
our seasons have varied considerablv. Unfor­
tunately. the meteorological reports show 
clearly that we have lost to a considerable 
degree the rainfall lo which we had been 
accustomed. I can remember that when I 
was quite a lad we had r0gnlarly in the 
Central di,trid of Qucpnsland February 
rain~. ~rhat "'\.Yent on fro1n vear to vear, and 
it was a rare thing for a~ drought to take 
place. 

To-da v tlw Yf'l'V rPYt'r,,r, is thf' case. Instead 
of 8t.cady rainfails at stat0d periods we have 
droughts. and. in vie'" of the fact that 
QucPnsland to-day is importing large' quanti­
ties of produce from the Southern States. it 
is in the interests of Quepnsland that this 
proposal should be supported. 'l'he ]l,l[inisteJ· 
pointed out clear!': that the success of the 
srhenw depends upon the cost at \Yhich wa tel' 
ran be supplied to the settler. and I hope 
th0 0xperiPnce of the Inkcrn1an irrigation 
scl!l'me will not be repeatc·d. I happen to be 
Jn('lll bcr for the district in which this scheme 
is to he carrif'd out. and I am sure. if the 
:VIinister has his wav, the Inkerman business 
will not be repeated there. Although the 
l>Iillj,,.fcr ma~· delegate to the Commission;,r 
thP tnlP control of the area. it is a case of 
Gncl help the poor unfortunate settler when 
things go wrong, because he is the man who 
has to foot the bill, and, as th<' hon. member 
for Bow ell knows. l he meml1er for the dis­
trict has to foot the bill politica-lly. Gene. 
rall~· speaking. the member for the district 
;, thP one the settler c.1n get his boot into 
fir~t. He cru1n0t get ut the Co1n1nissioner, 
and sometimes be cannot g-et at the :Minister, 
bul- thev can all get at their own member. 
IIowcvPr, if the Minister carries out this 
proposal in the way he has announced this 
afternoon. I do not see that it can· be other 

J.li·. Peterson,] 
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than a gigantic suC<:-'~ss. The enhanc-ed Yah~e 
of the land alone will more than compemate 
for the £2,000,00C which it is said this scheme 
is going to cost. As the :Minister said. it is 
not only necessary to provide water, but. it 
is also necessary to grow a product for whwh 
we ca:1 obtain a market. Unfortunately. the 
conditicns to-dav are suc!1 that. if we were 
to produce m or· butter and cheese than we 
are doiug to-dav, Wf' would haYe a dif::ricuhy 
in selling it. The 'Yiinister. fo_rcstalled arg':'­
ment in that respect by pomtmg out that It 
is proposed to go in for tobacco and lucer~1e 
growing. I think these two crops can be 
successfullY grown on the Da.wson Valley 
area. Yoi> have there a very deep loamy 
"'iL which must spell success as far as 
lurcrn(•-gr(fWing is conC'erned. At the preseut 
moment, as the leader of the Opposition 
pointed out, Queensland is importing thous­
ands of tons of fodder from the Southern 
States. On this area we shall be able to 
l'rOW aJJ the fodder that is required in 
Queensland for many years to come. ":nd 
t"ven from that standpoint we have nothmg 
t<J fear. Seeing the Minister is so desirous 
of keeping the cost to the settlers as low as 
possible, whv is it that the Government have 
commenced the construction of the Baralaba­
Castle Cr~ck Railwav, and at the same time 
are going on with the Castle Creek scheme 1 

Does the hon. gentleman know what is 
occurring there? There are thousands of 
pounds being lo.st in conne_ction with ]~anlage. 
I am only trymg to assist the :M:mstt'r to 
keep costs down. At the present tune there 
is a large· numb-er of teamsters and a number 
of motor-cars employed in conveying material 
and all the paraphernalia required for a 
great work like that from Rannes. to the d~m 
site on Castle Creek. All this material 
has to b-e carted about 60 miles. Thousands 
of rounds will be spe-nt on cartage when the 
Government should have had the railway 
constructed to Casth Creek before starting 
the dam. There is a tremendous amount of 
traffic on that road at the present time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
material for the construction of the main 
da1n will not go ove1· that line. 

Mr. PETERSON: I have been up there 
several times recently, and there is a con­
siderable amount of traffic, and, if the hon. 
gentleman wanted to keep costs dm; n, inste_ad 
of pavin~r £5 or £7 a ton to <"Onvey matenal 
from 'Ratmes ro the dam site, he could have 
run th<· railwa~r down and carried that 
material for ab~ut 7s. or 8s. a ton. I cannot 
understand whv tlw railway was held back 
and the other' work proceeded with first. 
It is ratlwr puHing the <'rtrt before the horse. 
I hope the Minister will do everything he 
can to have that railwa•, expedited to the 
fullest possible extent, s0eing he is anxious 
to keep costs down. 

The &lECRETARY FOR PeBLIC LANDS : The 
establishment of a. n1otor-lorrv E:.erviee has 
reduced the cost by 50 pm· cent. 

Mr. PETERSON: No doubt <'Yrry 
economY h~s been practi·ed in that direction, 
but I •~ant to know whY the Baralaba-Castle 
Creek Railv."~tv j~ not b8ing push':-f1 on fast(·l' 
than it if, f'C.eing there .a~re no engineering 
difficulties. RO that the Government could 
get the whole of the material down tJ;ere 
prompth•. Wait till the wet season strikes 
w:-ne n( thes<' motor-lorries on the Banana 
road--

The DEPUTY SP]j:AKER : Order! 

[Mr. Peterson. 

Irrigation Cndcrtaking. 

:\Ir. PETER SO::\: The ::VIimster stated' 
that he was endeavouring to keep costs 
down as low as possible. and I incidentally 
wish to point out that he is not going to 
reduce costs by carting his material in motor­
lorries instead of on the railway. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAxDS : The 
eo··t of carlage has been reduced from £5 to 
30s. a ton. 

:\Ir. PETER SO:\": If that is so there is 
vcrv little to complain about, and I am very 
glad to hear it. 

\Yhen I advoca tcd the Da wson V alley irri­
gation scheme about four years ago, the 
scheme was ridiculed bv certain leading 
g('ntlen1en opposite. ~ 

:\Ir. COLLIXS: \Ye supported it. 
:\Ir. PETER SO::--;: Some of you did .. I 

remember the hon. member for Bowen did. 
I can remember that the report of Mr. 
Crow]ey "as distinctly in favour, not only 
of the Dawson Valley irrigation scheme, but 
of other irrigation schemes in Queensland, 
hut immediately I advocated the construc­
tion of the Dawson Valley scheme Mr. 
Fihelly, the then Treasurer, issued a report 
thoroughly condemning it. But time has 
told its own tale. More competent men have· 
come on to thP scene, and gentlemen who 
have had previous experience in irrigation 
works have reported favourably on the 
scheme, and I trust their anticipations will 
become accomplished facts, and that Queens­
land will be given a greater push forward 
than she has had under any scheme up to 
the present. This scheme is going to b-e of 
great benefit to Queensland, because i_t is 
going to save thousands of acres of land 
from the pear menace. The members of the· 
Public \Vorks Commission who travelled 
through that district must have be~n appal~ed· 
at the rate at which the pear IS ravagmg­
thc whole of that area, and it is only a 
matter of time. if we do not take time by 
the forelock, when the whole of these lands 
will be lost. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:.'BLIC LANDS: That is 
a ct'rtainty. 

At 5.28 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 
Mr. PETERSO?\' : The Minister knows 

from his experience what a. menace it is, 
and consequently if nothing is grown at all 
as a re:c,ult of ·these irrigation works the 
money will be well spent, as the cost of con­
struction will be more than covered by the 
value of the land saved from this menace. 
1 trust the House will accord its support to· 
rhis proposal. As member for the district 
I am verv pleased to see it brought forward, 
and I a,.;;_ of the opinion that, if the 'yorks 
are efficiently controlled and sympathetically 
administered, the scheme <'Ytnnot be other 
than a g-reat success; and I hope the people 
who will be settled on the area will be a. 
class of st'ttler who will spell success from 
the start. A lot will depend upon the class 
d s 'tllcr going to the area, and I hoJ?e t~e· 
C'1m1nissioncr will meet with success. 1.n h}s 
sPlectior. I feel sure that the Mm1ster s 
progno,tications will be borne out. and t~a,t 
this Lf'gislatnre will never regret havmg­
voted for this proposal. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : This scheme 
involves a considNable cost-namely, 
£1 968 000. Its success depends in one par­
tic~lar' on the Commissioner of Irrigat'o:L 
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It hi" ~c·hen1e is anvwhere within' the esti­
:nlate, it looks as if !he proposition is going 

to be a fairly cheap one, in view 
[5.30 p.m.] of the possibility of opening the 

amount of land in irrigable areas 
!hat is proposed under the scheme. But to 
take another fPatnre of tl1is proposition, when 
the Dawson ·valley Railway to open up thi~ 
irrigation sche1ne '"as before us, I raised the 
point which probably is foremost to-day­
that is, as to what we are going to grow on 
these areas. lt is proposed that we cut up 
the irrigable land into 12-acre blocks. I 
have not heard any suggestion as to what is 
a valuable crop to grow under intense culti­
vation oth0r than that tobacco might be 
gro\Yll in the area. It seems curions to n1e 
that the Minister suggested tobacco. as he 
'has no previous experience to guide him. 

'J'he SECRETARY FOR l'eBLIC LANDS : YOU do 
:not blame n1e 1 

}.1r. CORSER: Xo; but sureh- there must 
·aave been something in the n1inds of the 
Govermnent when they brought for;vard such 
.a. scheme as this ! Surclv this land should 
be good for such and such a crop ! The 
scheme should not be first launched and 
the money expended before something is 
done to a"certain what can be grown on the 
land. I asked what crops could he grown 
there when the railwav was before the House. 
It was suggested theJ1 that probably lucerne. 
·maize. or wheat might be grown. all of 
which "ere ridiculous. having regard to the 
amount of added value in the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA:-iDS: i\Ir. 
:Partridge, who has had experience, now 
·Eugg<'sts certain definite things. 

Mr. CORSER: We have launched thP 
scheme and spent at the present time £28,000 
or £30.000. 

The SECRETRY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : More. 

l'vfr. CORSER: From the Auditor-General's 
report 1 noticP that we had spent £30,000 up 
to the middle of the year. \V e ha vc gone on 
with a certain amount of railwav construc­
tion, hut even now the Government arc not 
able to tell us what is going to be grown. 
\Ye have to depend on the Commissioner to 
pull us out of the mirP. \Ye are going to 
ask him what can be grown on these lands. 
\\'hat can we g-row on land on which £1 an 
acre a year will be paid for irrigation'! It 
is to be cut np into 12-acro blocks. and is 
<1istant 180 odd miles from the coast. It i• 
a long way from a market. \Ye are not 
going to have a market like they have in 
Victoria, "·her<' they have the :Melbourne 
mark('t. You might take the stuff into Rock­
hampton. It has been stated that at th" 
Mildura irrigation st'ttlctncut in Victoria 
last vcar over £500.000 was received from 
12.000 acr(',, but t hero is intense cultivation 
and a :valuable product grown at J'-Iildura. 
It has not been proved that the Dawson 
V allev land is fruit land. It has not been 
sugge.stNl that any of the more valuable pro­
ducts have been grown succ<'ssfully in th!tt 
district. Now it is hinted that tobacco may 
be grown, and so it mav; but we must 
remember that in Queensland we have had 
an a1nount of expPriencc in tobacco-gro,viug. 
The Liberal Government for vears had an 
American expert, Mr. Nevill. i-Ie visited the 
greater part of Queensland and carried out 
experiments in t.obaccowgrowing, which is a 
valuable crop; hut what he gatherqd was 
not suffi<'ient to induce anybody to go in for 

tobacco other than .~t Texas. \Ve were faced 
with quite a number of difficulties, in that 
the 'tobacco grown was not always a tobacco 
suitable to the palate of the smoker in 
Queensland. I an1 n1entioning this because 
tobacco is the most valuable product which 
ir i~ ~uggcsted should be gro-vdl on this area. 
W c have not had placed before us evidence 
that it is g·oing to be profitable to go in for 
tobacco-growing in the Da wson Y alloy. I 
sincerely hope that the experimental crops 
mggested by the ~Iinister will be initiated 
at the earliest opportunit>. The Minister 
has promised to take members of Parliament 
out to this area when the water is Grst laid 
on. I ;;;ug-g·Pst that the J.Iinister should imme­
diately establish. in characteristic soil, plots 
for the gro\ving of various crcps to see if 
the~· will grow.-

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC L\XDS: \Ve have 
got 150 acrt" ready. 

Mr. C'ORSEH: I sug·gc,t ; hat the'e crops 
should be started immediat<:>lv to ascertain 
tht,ir Yalu" after we have taken them over 
the railway• . 

The SECHET.-\RY FOR l'PBLIC LA"ns: 'We 
f'annot ~tart to gTO\\' thetn until \VC irrigate 
the land. 

Mr. CORSER: That i;; so: but the :Yiinis­
tPr claims that the water probably will be 
readv before the end of the vcar. I hope he 
will 'g-ot on with the matter~ It will be too 
late then to plant lucerne and tobacco, so I 
do not know what he is g-oing to do. The 
scheme looks all right. and £2.000,000 seems 
to be ~ small cost for the amount of water 
which is to be stored and the area of country 
to be benefited; vou cannot criticise that. 
It is a professional Pxpert's estimate, and 
appears to be all rig-ht. and it. is adopted by 
the Government. I can offer criticism, how­
OYer. as to what ilw conditions will be when 
we o·pt the water. I have failed to find from 
the ~:Minister's statement that therp is any 
settled policv as to what the settlers are 
going to g-r,o'w. It is like th_e farmer go!ng 
into tlw '( pper llnrtwtt w1thout knowmg 
what he is going to grow. but it is not going 
to cost him £1 an acre there for watPr. The 
Goyernment must find a market and show 
the settlers how to grow the particnlar crop 
which wi 11 make those areas profttable. :Per­
sonallv. I think that the people on the 160-
acre blocks, for which water is tD be provided 
for stock and donw-tic purposes for £8 a 
YPar. will rpc('J.ve the water at a very low 
i·ate. I think the people will be most fortu­
nate in being- able to get wat-er facilities 
under such favourable conditions. 

Tlwre is oJW matter probahlv of more 
illtereot to the ITH'mber for the di31 rict than 
anything Pl'e-that is. that £200.000 is to 
be~ sp0nt each year: but I notice that _in the 
vear of th0 n(\xt clC'ction thE'y are go1ng to 
expend £400.000. 

The f\ECRETARY FOR PuBLI~ L.\1-iDS: That 
wa~ th0 amount asked for bv the Commis­
eiOJwr. It was not ftxed by the Government 
at all. 

}.Ir. COH.SER: The interest bill. wp under­
stand. will be augmemed by £137,760 per 
annum, and the scheme provides for a 
rf'venue of £200.000. or £1 an acre, per year. 
The exnerimental farms are what have str<1ck 
me most. ~nd it is to be hoped that the 
Minister will devise a system under which 
peonle will be able to see what can be grown 
profitably. and that the market is assured. 

Mr. Corser.] 
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I1 should be something that is not going to 
be grown in the "Cppcr Burnett. • 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA:!'>DS: Don't 
vou think that in vour district vou will get 
plenty of crops if J~Ou have good water? 

:\Ir. CORSER: Yes. 
The SECRETARY FOR P<:BLIC LAKDS : Then 

why object? 

l\ir. CORSER: I have not said that yon 
,,-j]] not; but without an expenditure of 
£200.000 a vear in the l!pper Bm·nett and 
Callide Y alley you anticipate the growing of 
cropR of lucerne and maize. It is intended to 
throw open 5.000 farms, and there will be 
that number of farmers in addition to what 
there a ro to-da v. C ndcr this scheme we are 
going to open ±·arms in small irrigated areas 
of 12 acres. \Vhat IS the intense cultivation 
\vhich is going to take place on those small 
!>locks. with a reutal of £1 a vcar for \vater. 
\Vhich is going tO give thPlll a reward equal 
to that gained by an ordinary farmer in a 
good sea>on? 

Mr. PETERSOX: You want a market to 
encourage settlement. 

Mr. CORSER: That is quite right. 

The SECRETARY FOR P<:BLIC LAXDS: Accord­
ing to your n'n."oning 1VC1 are at the end nf 
onr trth<'r. 

Mr. CORSER : The :Ylinister cannot get 
out of it that 1vay. He agrees that we are 
gnin.,- to put 5,000 new farmers on the Upper 
Burnctt and C~llide lands alone. Surely 
th0y an_• going- to produce a trernendous 
arnount ever an-d above ·what is already pro~ 
duccd of the <lrdinary commodities? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC LANDS: They 
arc going to use it, too. 

:Y1r. C'ORSER: Perhaps so, hut surely 
lll<'n on 12 acres are not going to grow the 
sarnr class of con11nodity. 

The SECRETARY FOR P<:BLIC LAXDS: They 
may. 

Mr. CORSER: What is going to be 
grown? TlH' ::\linist0r only snggests tobacco, 
which may form a solution of the problem, 
hut we havp no evidence that in that area 
lohacco 1ril1 be 8Uccessful. Take cotton. 
Runpo~ing that cotton is grown on 10 acres, 
wilf1 a n•tnrn of £30 an acre-which is a 
g<lod r0turn-that wonld only give £300. 
I am raising a point that the Ylinister will 
find is a very practical one, and he will find 
"s things go on that these things will affect 
th.; schPrnc more than anything {~]se. I 
think lw will agree that this is the time 
t-o point out 'the difficulties, and I hope 
that he .,-ill give the greatest attention to 
them 

Mr. DEACO='i' (Cunninrrhrzm): ·while this 
scheme ma v not do anv harm. it is difficult 
to realise · jufit how lt is going; to be a 
~nrcess. 

1\fr. KJRWAN: Y<ln are a Jeremiah. 

Mr. DEACOX: I am not a Jeremiah. On 
looking at it in the light of the infmmation 
we have it is verv hard to see that 1t 
is goin!l to be a success. ·while I am not 
going; to criticise the scheme adversely 
altogether. J 1vant to point out some things 
which do not appear quite dear to me <lr, so 
far as I can nnderstand. to anvbodv else. 
A lot of mmwy 1s to be invested for one 
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thino-. artd I think I shall Le in mder in 
criti~ising· th<' sclwmc from that point <lf 
view a lone The burden is to fall on the 
s0ttlcrs alonP. and I think cverv one <lf us 
shonl.d be ''erv careful to considei· this aspPet 
of it before ;vc a2.TCe to go in f.or it. To 
start off with. wC: arc told that the land 
cnmpri;;es red sandy alhH"ial .-oil valued at 
10s. an acre. That is poor land-second­
class g;razino- land-so that a larg0 amount of 
tlw land. t; be irri_gated is inferior land. 
If we a re o·oing to put settlers on bad land. 
l:ow are thev going to g-et heavy rrops? It 
i~ not \Yfltr;· alone that gro\VS crops. Take 
similn1· land anywhere in Queensland and 
sec what it g;rew· in a year when the rainfall 
wa~ high-at n time when it \vas at its best. 
Tf that is Pqual to what you can do 1vith 
irrigntion. von will hav0 an idea of ·what 
thiS poor lllnd -will gro\Y. You rannot get 
he a,.,. crops off p<l<>r la~-cl ."·ith all the water 
in the 1vorld. And th1s 1s poor land-land 
worth 10~. an []Crc~red ~andv soil, ·white 
~anrlv loam. and '"' on. It cannot be denied 
that ·tlwt is poor land. 

Mr. CAHTER: How can you co.rry <ln intense 
rulth·ation without n1anurinp:? 

:\Tr. DEACO::-.i: I can show thP hon. mem­
ber for Port Curtis land which has been 
farmed for sixtv years and there is not the 
~lightP~t sign of~ its giving out, and that 
hofi hecn done without any manure at all. 
The Minister savs that the settlers may grow 
tobacco. Can he show me any part of the 
world where men from the ol-d country­
AngJo.Saxons-have made a succe"' of grow­
ing tobacco unless they have had cheap 
hbour? 

Hon. F. T. Bm:XNAN : Tf it had not been 
for W. D. and H. 0. \Vills we would be 
grmving it to-day. 

Mr. DEACO='i': WhNP are they growing 
tobacco profitably to-day? 

Hon. F. T. BREXKAK: Texas. 

Yl:t·. DEACON: There vou have the 
Chinese Thev would not be- allowed under 
this "'home. ·\V e could n<lt settle an army 
of Chine'e on this land. The Government 
would not dream of it. Tobacco has been 
tried on the Downs. It is an old problem, 
and the main objccti<ln is that you will not 
get people to takP on an:-·thing like that in 
a gerwral wav without cheap labour. They 
will work a rriachinc or take an:v job in town, 
hut put them on the land at market garden­
ing 1:l1lcl how rnany of then1 like it? Toba~C'O· 
growing; is really glorified market gardcnmg. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR Pr:BLIC LAND~: Is not 
irrigation g-lorified 1narkct gardening? 

"-l[r. DE.-\CO='i': \Ye are told that thcJ 
scttlNs 011 these lands might e-•·ow cotton. 
I am quite sure that thev will be nble to 
grow cotton. but whether· we can hold our 
own with thP cheap cotton grown <'lsewhere 
is another m a ttN. The whole husine8s seems 
to he Pxpc1·inwntal. I am just trying to 
,how the YJ:inister that he does not knmv 
what these settlers are going to do. and I 
fnr onf' like to see where we are travelling. 
The YJ:inister put forward no certainty of 
cron: h•~ onlv sug;ge,,ts that these crops wi!I 
be "grown. a1.1d he c has not shown that they 
hnve been a success elsewhere in Queensland. 
'The Minister mentioned sheep-raising. and 
quoted the case of a man who had raised 
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so mauy :o.hL'f'P in drought tim~ with the. aid 
c:' irrigation. That is not a fau rornpanson. 

Th•c SECRETARY FCR PcBLIC LA:;;Ds: ~lost 
of the farmers. instead of hand-fee-ding 
stoc in clrv times. allow the stock to get 
fped for thf-u1~elYc~. 

c\h. DEACO:\ : The :\lini><ter has been 
Uli--infoLll('r1. 

TtH' SECRET\llY FOH PcBLIC LAXIJ:": I hc<n' 
not. 

~1r. llE.\('0:\: The farmers in mv district 
[red their stock. · 

The SPEAKER: Order ~ The hon. gcntle­
tnan n1u~t conilCCt his ren1arks with tht' irri­
gation ~chf'ill£' under discugsion. 

?.Ir. DEACO:'\: I am going to rlo that. 
The :\linister has stated that the farmers do 
not hand-feed their stock. Even if he has 
l>c"h r-orrcctl.v informed he is dealing YYith 
the same class of settlPrS as he will haYo tu 
rlL al with on this area. 

Th c SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS : Is not 
ihe gi:;;t of ,vour argun1ent that people arc 
doing the thing I ha Ye stated'! 

~lr. DEACO:\: ::'\o. I am tr:-·ing to show 
that the farrncrs arc going into the area to 
mak~ a ~ltcccss for thenlsPlYes and not for 
the purpose of 111aking ~o much work for 
others The ::.\Iinister, in giving an eMiinatc 
of the cost of the scheme, 'aid that there had 
hcf'n g-ran_' rnistak<"3 n1ade 1n other StatEs. 
Thnre haYP been graYc 1nistakes in the other 
State~. and it is safe to infer that \VC are 
p:oing to Inakt' 1nistukes here, too. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC L.\XOS: I know 
of a. ven- careful fellmY \Yho walked in his 
~lf't_)p. {:Laughter.) 

::\fr. DEACO::\ : I hope it yyas not tho 
::\finis! er, for his own sake. There J1as been 
no sleep-YYalking in connection with the 
Inkerman irrigation scheme. ~'e know the 
cost there. The Minister said that he hoped 
the actual cost would not be as much as the 
eBtilnat~ed cost. How are you going to expect 
a reduction in the estimated cost? The main 
<'X]Wnditur<> will be in connection with labour. 
You cannot expert that cost to be reduced. 
The teudency is for it to ris·•. 

Hon. F. T. BREXXAN: Labour is only a 
tletail. 

~Ir. DEACOX: It is a detail that makes 
all the difference between success and failure 
in a scheme like this. \Ye haYe had no eYi­
dence to show that this scheme is going to be 
a success. It is safe to sav that the cost of 
the scheme has been greatiy underestimated. 
If W 0 are ~·oing to haYe 200.000 acres brought 
undrr cultiYation, then, after taki11g into 
eonsideration drought. waste. soakage, and 
c·Y~Lporatiou, ~-ou will haYe to in1pound 111ore 
water than is proposed to be impounded by 
the :\,than Dam. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LAxns : Do vou 
say that sufficient \Yatcr will not h2 ·im­
pounlkd? Fiow do you arrtve at your 

., Pstimatp? 

::\lr. DEACOX: In jusi· the same way as 
the Minister obtained his evidence as to 
what crops will gTow~by gt\essing at them. 
(Laughter.) 

11r. F. A. COOPER: Are theso guessing 
competitions in order? 

Mr. MORGA:\T (Mnrilla) : I recognise that 
in connection with this scheme the :Minister 
has great responsibilities thrust upon him, 

und I Tecognisc also that the Connnissioncr 
YrlJd ha~ to ca1.-rv out the work and suprr­
Yis2 the cxpcndlture has. to carry grea tcr 
responsibilities than the :Minister or tho 
GoYernment in the handling of this scheme. 
I feel mre that in the Commissioner we have 
a man who has come from other States with 
a very great reputation, creditably earned 
in those other· States, and I fed confident 
that. wh;cn the \YOl'k is fiuishcd. Queensland 
will haYe Yalue for the money so expended. 
fn the Parlv days in Victoria. after the late• 
Mr. Deakin. carric bark from America. instead 
of havinp; real practical men at the head of 
affairs. th ore \Wre a lot of theorists~ men 
who knew little about the subject of irriga-
1 ion other than what thcv had "''1· ad~with 
the result that the mone.v ·expended in those 
t!a.Ys was rcallv cxpende,d in an experimental 
\Ya~·. GcnPral1y, when any Government go 
in for experimental work or cxpcrilncntal 
lcRislation. those who come aftet· them-pro­
,·idPd that they ban some ability~will profit 
by the experience of those who experimented 
under the ·earlier Governments. 

\Y" cannot altogether loo]~ upon the esti­
mat,·cl cost of this scheme as being the definit'' 
ftg-Hr·• within which the work will he com­
plded. The office'l·s \Yho ha Ye est irnated that 
fig-ure haYe to a vr>ry grPDt 0xtent b0eu 
g·uided b:;· what they kno"· and by what they 
ha\-.f~ seen on ~urYr.vs, plans. alld measure­
IW?nt~. \Yhil0 dw.t figurP 1na:v 110t be quite 
correct. I think it is ><ufficicnt for u, at the 
present time. 

Mention ha;; bcc>n made of the cust of the 
water to be supplied to the intPncling- settler;. 
That is the most important point in r·clation 
to tlw success of the future settlers. If the 
cost of the watf'r is going to exceed the 
retnrm from the land. then the scheme is 
going to b,• a complete. failure. Ewn if the 
seheme proves to be more or less a failure 
troin an irrigation point of view, still I 
think the expenditure of that amount of 
n1oney in conserving a huge body of water 
almc,t in the centre of Queensland is going 
to alter the dimatic conditions of this State 
to a considerable extent. I believe that it is 
going to be a means of increasing the rain­
fall and making it more certain than it is 
to-da:-·. In Yictoria. after huge bodies of 
water ,-r·ere consf'rved, the ~Pasons were not 
so erratic as the.v \Yere in the early eighties 
and nineties. It has been found in that State 
that the storing of water has not only meant 
more cyen rainfall, but there haYe been better 
climaiie conditions. I feel sure that bv the 
storing- of such a large bod;~· of water, ·more 
Pspcciall:· in the C'Pntral Quepnsland and far 
\Vest'rn districts of the State, the same results 
will follow. If possible, I would like to see 
a canal taken from the Pacific Ocean into 
tho centre of Queensland, because, from a 
rlimatic point of Yiew, that would be a huge 
benefit to the State. vVe have spent millions 
of nounds on our railways, but we have spent 
little ot· nothing on \Yatcr conservation. If 
the 2\linister would look up my remarks ever 
since I have Leen in this House, he will see 
that I said that one of the things that first 
struck me when I came to Queensland was 
that we were spending millions of pounds in 
building railways and ·doing nothing to con­
serve the water that ran year after ye~r into 
the other States. \Ve haYe the Condamin0 
River. which I think is one of the longest 
rivers in the world. The water that flows 
from \Varwick flows through Queensland into· 
Xew South Wales and into the Mur·ray River. 
and is stored there for Irrigation purposes. · 

Mr. Jf organ.] 
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SeYcral speaker:", including the ~Iini:lter. 
weniioned the crups likely to be grown in 
,this area. It is generally recognised that 
crops of sotne Yalue must be ptoduccd in 

order i o eEsure. the snccc'"" of this 
f7 p.m.J eeheme. The leader of the Oppo­
. sition referred to ihe fact that 

the Secretary for Railways, »·hen speaking 
.on this 111attcr last session. state-d that it cost 
.£30 to £40 att aerp to irrigat<' the land at 
Mildura. 

J\,Jr. CoLLTXS: £30 or £40: Should it not 
be £3 or £4? 

Mr. MORGA:'\: I under--toad the leader 
-of the Opposition to say £30 or £40. That 
may han· been a misprint. At J\,lildura the 
land is irriga tcd three times in the y>'ar. 
A 10-acre block is looked upon there as a 
living area. and a man with a 20-acre block 
is regarded as a fairly large fruitgrower. 
'The principal crop grown, from a marketable 
r_,oint of view, is the sultana. If that crop 
failed. it would mean an enormous loss 
to the fruitgrowers. The point that I 
v;ish to 1nak0 is that three watcrings are 
usually ncce--~ary a year. During a dry 
period it might be necessary to give the 
land a special watering. Those three water­
ings cost £2 10s. an acre. At :Merbein, 
another settlement where the vine is grown 
,extensively, three waterings cost 42s. 6d. per 
·acre per year. while at Renmark for four 
w a terings during the year it costs £3 an 
acre. I ha \'e not the figures for the other 
two irrigation areas. If ti1e results in the 
Mil<lura <listrict arc tak0n over a period of 
-te:J years, it will be found that land irrigated 
for dried fruit purposes produces a crop 
worth from £60 to £80 an acre. That is the 
:revenue obtained by the fruit.grower, though 
it io quite possible in good seasons for him 
to receive as high as £100 an acre. It can 
be recognised, therefore, that the cost of 
wa tering-£2 10s. per acre per annum-is 
pretty cheap. On the other hand, if it costs 
£2 10s. an acre to irrigate land for wheat­
.growing, if the crop is worth only £5 an 
acre, it would be disastrous to go in for 
growing wheat or other cereal crop. That is 
-one of the reawns why it does not pay to 
grow wheat or oats by irrigation in the 
Southern State'·· A more valuable crop must 
.be grown if it is intende-d to irrigate. That 
is one of the points that will have to be 
taken into cotBideration in connection with 
this ochcme. Jt would be an impossibility 
.to grow fruit in the Dawson Vallev for the 
purpose of clr,;ing it. ],t is ;', well-known 
fact that there mnst be no rain cluring the 

,drying season. Considerable damage has hGen 
dcne to the fruit by show_er,; of rain at 
Mildura dnring the drying proces,;. 

Rain will do more <lamage there than drv 
weather, because the:,· can get over drv­
weather conditions by the use of water. In 
Queensland. if we endeavour to grow fruit 
for the purpose of <lrying and marketing it 
in that form. we shall fmd that just at the 

·time whPn the fruit is readv to harveEt a 
shower of rain will probablv' fall and spoil 
it. I consider tlw conditions' are not suitable 
in this State for drying fruit. The fruit 
would have to be drie<l by artificial processes, 

·which would not allow us to compete favour­
ablv with the naturallv~dried fruit of· Vic­
toria and South A ustra.lia. 

The Mini'ster mentioned that lucerne would 
be extensively cultivate<l. From what I know 
of the locality. I believe it will pay to grow 
:lucerne from a dairying point of view. I do 
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not kuow v, het her it wiJl pay to grow ir for 
;,ale as foddf'l'. hL!l for the purpose of grow­
i.ng lucerne for the covv-"' putting it through 
the bud<ct "~it shcul<l be a success. and no 
one could complain !f the cost for irrigation 
onh· amounted to £1 an acre. That is not 
a large a1nount. and I feel sure that if 
\Yater can be giYen to these people at au 
aYerdg·: of £1 an ar1'C' on the best land in 
the D-a\Y::-nn \'alle:; it is not going to be .a. 
costly scheme fror:n the producer·~ point of 
Yiew~ and will leave hirn a decent rnnrgin of 
proiiL I an1 not quite ~o sure. in f'Onnection 
with the :\Iinister's statc>ment, that ll will 
cost ls. an acre to supply water for stock 
and domc>stic supplit• 3 • In the \Yimmera dis­
trict in Yictoria. the rate on 320 acre' 
an1our1ts to about £5 a vear for etock and 
domestic supply. which i's quite a different 
proposition. I am <loubth!I whether people 
can take up Dawson Valley land that i' not 
tnig·atcd and pav ls. an acre for the purpose 
of 'vatering the land so that their stoek can 
he fed and watered satisfactorilv. I think 
that it will be too costly. · 

It has been mentioned by the hon, mc>mber 
for Cunningham that the land in the Dawson 
Yalley has not a large carrying capacity. I 
would <lraw the hon. member's attention to 
the fact that the :\fallee country in Victoria. 
bPfore being irrigated, would not feed a 
bandicoot to 500 acres. 'Cntil that area was 
irrigated it wa:;; of no use frorn a grazing 
poim of view. as it produced only eucalyp­
tus scrub, It will tlwrefore be seen that land 
may be useless fro1n a cultivating- and graz· 
ing point of view wlwn only receiving its 
natural rainfall. but when properly irrigated 
the same land becomes very productive an<l 
exceedingly valuable. I remember J\Iil<l_ura 
before thc> train wPnt ther<>, and about mgh­
teen months ago I again went to the locality 
to look m·er it and nwPt some frien<ls. an<l I 
had the opportunity of making a comparison. 
The progress has been wonderful. The pro­
gress that has b0en made at the soldier settle­
ment at Reel Hill in oonnection with the 
oTowin"' of fruit for drvinD" purposeb 1 ... 
~Imm-t ~mbelieyable. \Yhen w~ter is supplie-d 
to land of that <lescription it turns it from 
almost a dcsPrt into a Garden of Eden. If 
that can be clone in Victoria. I feel sure that 
we can do the same in Queenslan<l. Like the 
leader of the Opposition-and I feel sure the 
Yiew is hcl<l bv most hon. members-I recog· 
nise that the time has come when we should 
S)Wnd milliom of pounds on water com;erva­
tion and l0ss on railwa~- constructior-L 

\Ye haye suitabh> rivers. I live on the 
C'ondaminc. uncl I know that riYcr from one 
end to th0 other. and I know that the Con­
claminc lends itsPif to locking. There are 
thousandii o' acres of beautiful land along 
the banks o1 that river suitable for irriga­
tion. and. if wate-r \Vas aYailable-. we would 
ha n' been a blc to produce the necessary feed 
for onr stock in this time of drought and 
ilms prevent the deaths that are ocCLn·ring 
dail:"'T anHHlf!:St our valuable s_tod~ .. It ig a 
'"ell-known fact that Anstralta r,.; m what. 
might be called a drou[;ht zone. \Ve suffer 
mor0 or leiis from <lrong,hts from one en<l of 
Australia to the otber. and unfortunately we 
in Qucc·nsland han' done little or nothing 
up to the present in the wa:"'· of conserving 
water. The water that is to he conserved in 
the Da wson \/ allev is croing to be of in1n1ense 
benefit. not only· to the area that will be 
immediatdv sPned. but to the whole of 
Queensland: As the lV[inister has already 
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stated, ~ature ha~ lJro...-ided ut- \Yith an 
,opportunity of conser~·iug at little co~t the 
largest body of freeh water that ha' be-~11 
~or,scrvcd in ally pan of the -world. The 
hon. memher for Carnanon need not fear 
for one moment that there is likeh· to !JP a 
shortage of water in connertion ~with this 
scheme. I know the Dawson River well. and 
i:ha t river has seldom. if ever. l>len known 
to cease running. as there are numerous 
springs ruf!ning into it. \Yhen the reservoir 
i, once filled I feel sure Wf' need have no 
fear that _the .,-ater is likely to "peter out." 
'I he Mrmster has mentioned the fact that 
a road hns to 1nade frmn Juandah for the 
purpose 9f conveying thr' 1wavv rnaterial that 
·will be nec-essary for the construction of the 
dam arroas ~athan Gorgf\. I an1 sorrv 
ihat the GovP.rnn1C'Dt arc ~1nt g-oina to 1Jf0. 
ceed with the construction of a railv- ~v to ~on­
ru•rt the Southern raihva y ~vstC'm ,~·ith the 
Central system. It is onl~- a ·matter of 1 imc 

hen that railwav must· be constructed to 
link up with Rorkhamplon. :'io doubt it 
·will he ncc< ssary to spend some thousands of 
ponnd6 to make the road trafficable to Juan­
dah. and once the dam is construned that 
road will cease to be of anv further benefit 
to the State. If a railway ,~·ere con~tructed. 
it would mean that the material for the 
-construction of the dam could be com·eved 
much cheaper. and the connecting iink 
between the two svstems of railwav that has 
been advocat0d {or so long wmild be an 
accomplished fact. Xo doubt the cn>t of 
making that road is includf:'d in tlw figure.s 
the Minister has mentioned. lmt I feel sure 
it would have '"'en a much bptter plan if 
thP Government had decided to build the 
railway in order to convev tlw material for 
the dam instead of spenclin£: the enormotl'l 
a mount of money that it will be necessan­
to s;1cnd to make this road from J uandali. 
which will eYentually be lost. 

It has been mentioned b!· the Minister that 
iobacco can be successfull v gro-wn in thi~ 
lo~alit>·. It is a well-knowr, fact that while 
tobaccO may be grown luxurlantly, it n1ay 
no~: havf1 the flavour \vhich is neccssar\- to 
render it of marketable value. It is the 
same as it is with grapes. A crop of grapes 
may be grown on land. but it will not pro­
·dnce good wine. whik the same variety of 
-grapes grown on land of different quality 
will have thP necessar!· ingredi<>nts for the 
production of a very fine quality of wine. 
1t is 11ot the fact that tobacco can bP e:rown 
in bulk. but the qualitv of the tobacco 
·which counts. The soil must b" analvsed. 
nnd if it is found to conthin the JWcessar~­
ingredients. the tobacco grown will be o'f 
thP finest qualit,- from a smoker's point of 
view: but if it is not. all the water in the 
world will not makp the tobacco of good 
nuality and suitable for rnannfac·ture. It has 
been stated that the Tobacco Trust ,.-ill be 
prepared to take all the tobacco that is 
·g-rmvn in com1eCtion with thi' scheme. but 
the, Tobacco Trust ne,·er did anYthino- to 
ns:;.jst the tobacco-grov;;el's in the Texaso dis­
trict. In fact. they did all thev possiblv 
·could to discourage the growth of tobacco. 
One of thP reasons for that is that the 
·Tobacco Trust are a hugP monopolv, and 
they do not want any interference with their 
n1.onopoly. If \Ye C'an P.TO\V tobacco buccess­
fully and of good qnalit:v. whcc should we 
depend on the Tobacco Trust in anv wav? 
·we ought to be able to manufacture onr o{vn 
otobacco. and not depend on what the Tobacco 
·Trust like to give us. 

l\Ir. PL\.SE: The Con11nonweahh Govern­
ment have killed tho tobacco indu,try. 

:\Ir. MORG~'I.:'\: I do not know \Yhether it 
is the fault of the CornmonwPalth Govern­
ment oe of the Tobacco Trust. but the Com­
nlotnYca lth Goyerninent3. either Liberal or 
Labour. ha ,-e never done auvthin<-" to coun­
tc·ra.ct the influence of the 'huge~ monopolv 
which ha:" a grip nf _._.\u~tralia. ·cnfortt~­
natcly~ then' has been HQ Govennnenr in the 
<:;ommonwealth which has sl't out to light 
~ne n1onop?ly to g.cre the pr?dncers of tobacco 
m Aust,.<lha a fan· deal. If tobacco can bo 
grown successfully in this locality. l hope 
that we shall haYe the backing of the Govern­
ment in the directiou of mauufacturing it 
ourselYcs) so that we rnay get thP full benefit 
for the producer. and be independent 
altogether of the Tobacco 'l'run. 

, I am pl7ased that I rqwesent the portion 
01 Queens.~.and y;;llere tlns \\·atcr 1~ gcnng to 
be consen·ed. The land which is to be 
irrigated is not in the Murilla electorate. but 
the whole of the water is to be conserved 
!n that electorate: The storage of the water 
rs I!Olllg, to dqw1ve ll number of people of 
then hotdmg;o, and I trust that when the 
Goverr~mcnt are resuming the land. they will 
treat hberally the settlers and graziers whose 
l~nd ts gomg . to lJe taken. I hope the 
Governtnent ·w1ll recognise that n1any of 
these people have been there for fortv and 
fifty years. They have pioneerecl the 
country and struggled on a long· way from 
raJlways-perhaps 120 milPs-and all these 
matters should be taken into consideration 
when they are deprived of their homes. I 
feel sure that the general wish of all those 
:who have the success of tha scheme at heart 
1s that they will get a fair deal from the 
~overnmenr. notwithstanding that the 
Go,·ernmen~ may be able to resume their 
land wtth httle or no compensation. 

I intend to do all I can to support the pro­
posal. I have gone into it yer:v fullv. I 
have all the facts and figures at m; dis­
posal. and I haYe submitted them to men 
who kno\v s<:m1cthing about irrigation .and 
the construchon of works of this sort. and 
they generally are of opinion that the whole 
scheme has been thoroughly thought out. I 
would. however, hke to make one suggestion 
-rt ma:; hav: already entered the mind of 
t~e :\Inuster 111 charge of the proposal. J'v1r. 
Elwood :\Iead. who is looked upon as one 
of the greatest irrigation experts in the 
world to-day. is likelv to visit Australia 
shortly--I think he is soon expected in New 
South \Vales-and I would like the Govern­
ment to im·ito him to Queensland and ask 
him to go into the figures and the scheme 
gcnpraH,- of l\Ir. Partridge in order to be 
~s:'urcd that eyerything has been worked out 
111 a systematic n1anner. IIis opinion, no 
doubt. would be o.f very great value to every­
bodY connected 'nth the <cheme and I think 
it is the aim and object of all 'of us that it 
shonld be carried to a successful issue. \Ye 
do not \Yant to spend a large amount of 
m one.>· wastefully. \Ye do not want the 
"·orks to be m·er-(apitaliscd. \Ye want the 
water to 1-,e provided as eh ea ply as possible, 
so that the settler will be able to make a 
decent liYing on the land and not expect 
an exorbitant ,-alue for his produce. The 
matter affects the consumer just as much as 
the producer, for, if it is going to oast large 
amounts to produce the foodstuffs which 
will be grown on this area. they natnrallv 
will be clearer- to those who use the~. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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\Yhcther food is dear or cheap is a matter 
of the ~oet <•f production, and it is the duty 
of e.-crybody, no matter 1Yho he may be or 
what his position is in life, to do all he 
can to bring it to a successful issue. 

~Ir. G. P. BARC\ES (Wancick): Without 
doubt the question before the House is the 
n1ost intcr{'sting one that has been sub~ 
mittcd to it for many a long day. I for one 
f(~el distinctly syn1pathctic towards the pro­
posal of the Gon•rnment, and before making 
any ful'thcr n_•,nnrks I would like to congratu­
late th<' }liriiskr npou the character and 
tone of his speech. The manner in which he 
introduced this Yery great question alto­
gether redounded to his credit. I can well 
imagine that, had he been disposed to 
<>xpatiate upon its possibilities, he might 
easily haYe pointed out what he considBred 
to bP the future of a gigantic schemP, but 
altogeth0r his dcliveraJJco was not only 
interc '3ting but also practical. 

At the same time the :'\Iinister seems to be 
sciznJ 1Yith the wisdom of acting cautiously, 
and by no means at any time did he lead 
the IIous<e to believe that a great certamty 
of success would follow the effort that the 
GoYcrnment were making. I think that pos­
sibly he erred rightly, and on the other 
hand I do think that possibly he under­
rated the immense possibilities of the scheme 
which he has presented to the House. There 
was roo1n for extravagant utterance, but no 
such choice in the presentment of this big 
case was utilised by the }linister this after­
noon. I commend the hon. gentleman's 
general touc in the presentment of one of 
the biggest things Queensland has had to 
consider. It is no use going along further 
with our fingers in our mouths talking about· 
settling our great ]and without making some 
real .'top in the direction of true consolida­
tion. \Vhilst we have been extending our 
railwa vs in all directions, there has not 
follmn;d the settlement that might reason­
ably have been expected, and in what is 
proposed now there seems to oo the oppor­
tunity of bringing about the close settle­
ment of a nature such as will tend to the 
upbuilding aucl peopling of the land we 
love so well. I am not quite sure that I 
would not have preferred the Government 
undertaking such a schmne in a spot nearer 
to the city and, perhaps, on a smaller scale, 
because wo haYo to feel our way in connec­
tion "·ith this matter, and I do think that 
an <'ffort might have been made in the 
valleY of the Condamine. \Ve have some 
miuo·r schemes being carried out thBre with 
a marked degree of success, but with Go­
vernment aiel ,-orv much more could be done 
than is being clone nmY. :\fuch more could 
han' been clone bv the Government than it 
is possible to do by private enterprise if a 
different svstem of weirs had been con­
structed in the vallcv of the Condamine. 
If the Go":crnment had carried on that 
work. there •voulcl have been an impetus 
in tlw dircction of testing a scheme in con­
nection with the rich land surrounding the 
Condamine-which yon, iYir. Speaker, know 
"' wel!-,vhich would have had a mightY 
beneficial effect and which might ha.-c well 
preceded this greater scheme. I hope, how­
<>vcr. that the time will come when the 
MinistPr's atteution will be directed to the 
conservation of water in the more settled 
districts. I think the Minister acted wisely 
in stating that the first consideration will 
he giYen to the smaller Castle Creek section, 

[Mr. 111or_qan. 

as that seems to iudicate that the GoYern-< 
nwut \Yill feel their waY. I can well under­
stand rhe }Iinister's m,;c!Bsty in introducing< 
thi nwtter, especially as he has to consider 
the lamentable loss which has attended the 
Inkcrruan irrigation Rch~ n1c. It is to be 
r··grettccl that just at the pr·esent time 
wl-lL•n "\YC are discussinu· this schcn1c whirh 
is so gr0at. and certc'tinly not too costly 
('OJJsiclPring its n1agnitude, th_at we h~ve 
bdmc us rho unfortunate facts m connectwn 
-_; ith the lnkcnnan irrigation scheme. 

It n1av be that \VC arc buying our experi­
ence, aJicl the very fact of haYing bought 
experience in connection with the Inker:nan 
scheme will be Yerv bencficral to tbe Mrmster 
and officers of the; d·"partment. The Inker­
rna'·n ~chcnw originall.~." wa.~ PF<timated. t? cost 

£131.000. aud 1t was anbcrpated 
[7.30 p.m.J that 18.000 acre, would be irri-

gatf'd: hut on 30th June. 1923, 
the capital c·ost of the scheme W.IS £392,836 
10s. 10d .. and only 2.500 acre,., were benefit ·d. 
The ),_uditor-GenCra 1 in hi~ report -which 'Yas 
tabled to-day state.s-

,, The great di:-:crcpancy between the 
<'stima ted and actna I .cost of thr• works to 
date has, I understand, been dealt with 
in a report to the Goyernment by the 
Conuui~:-::ioncr uf Irrigation. and aftpr 
nllowiwr for increase in prices of 
machin~n. plant. etc., he stat ·s that 
t!·cre ha·, been a r~rtain amount of 
nnju:"tirtahlc and unnecessary expcndihue 
frolll whieh am benefit is unlikely. The 
,,'3-tiinatecl capital ·r·xpcnditure necessary 
to complete the scheme is approximately 
£65.COO. <tncl the Commissioner has recom­
menc!Pcl that the Ca!)ital value of the 
Inkerman works at 30th June, 1923, be 
fi,ed at £235.000, this b?ing his estimate 
of th!' present Yalne of the tangible assets. 
This <'ntails a \\Titing down of capital 
expenditure of aboiJt £170,000." 

HaYing that experienc<' in view I take it that 
the }Iinister 1Yas led to ·be yery careful in 
the particulars 1vhich he laid before the House 
this afternoon. I commend his presentment 
of the case in that way. I am very hopeful 
that while the State has bought its Bxperi­
cnce' in that connection, great success will 
attend this scheme. A reconsideration of !he 
size of the areas might possibly haYe to be 
gincn by th-· Commissioner of Irrigation and 
the Minister at an earl,· elate. Lnlcss we 
can associate spconda.rY industries with the 
scheme. I am Yen- doubtful of success attend­
ing the size of the areas )HOJ10'•<tl. That '"ill 
!Itc posoible under a hydro-electric scheme, 
and it i~ a YCr:'-- inYiting suggestion. I mn 
inclirwd to think that, if something of that 
kind cannot ue clone. Yny small areas exc·pt 
for townspeople \Yill not be snccessful. 

A grPat deal has been said regarding the 
con1rr1oditics that arP likel:Y to be gro\Yl1. 
ThE' ,-arious rorru11oditi?S that havP been ~no;­
gestNl arc not at all likely to lead to the 
success that ''"" would like to sec. Tobacco­
growin~· has br>0n referre·d to. I darcsay you, 
l\Ir. SpPakPr. b ·ing an old \Yarwick 1nan, will 
remember that iu 1893, 1894. ancl 1895 quite 
a hig effort was made in the \Yarwick and 
surrounding districts in connection \Yith 
tobacco cultiYation. It was entirf'lv carried 
out bv Chinamen. In 1893 and ·1894 thB 
results were extremely successful and high 
prices were paid for tobacco leaf. As a 
result of the encouragement given in 1893" 
and 1894, the area planted in 1895 was so 
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grt:'at tha_t it ,.,.-as sufficient to la5t th~ rcquirc­
mc-llto' of Australia for fn·e vears. l:ufor­
tunately 1ny own ron1pany ·suffered yery 
heavilv. so I can speak with a degree of 
fpcJing on the• matter. In 1895 the crop pro· 
<luced about 2.500 tons. and the requirements 
of Australia for the leaf at the time were 
atout 500 tons. I happened to be in England 
towards the end of 1895. and I made a big 
dforr to di,pose of the tobacco-leaf there. but 
I fonnd it •vas quite impossible to do so. 
rnless the article is very fine indeed there is 
110 chance of it eYer leaYing bond, as 
the duty is too great. \Ve can only 
gro~- :-3-Hffiricnt tobacco-leaf, therefore, to 
lll(lCt our O\Yil rC'qnirernents, and there is 
no lb·c talking of an export trade, as no 
bu,·crs arc operating. I am not aware that 
eYen in Texas, v.-here tobacco has b0en gro"-n 
Inore ~ucressfnll:v than in any other place 
that I know of, it ha.s been gro\Yn bv others 
than Chinese. • 

::\Ir. ELPHIXSTOXE: It is grown by •vhite 
people in the Bmven district. 

2\fr. G. P. BAR::\'ES: The whites in and 
around \Yarwick and the Texas districts 
found the hunting for grubs and work of 
that kind "' distasteful that thev retired from 
the industn-. \Ye cannot build hopes on 
t:ro\\·ino: the tobacco-leaf extensi.-elv in the 
baw-01! ValleY, but there is an 'immense 
futnre if the~C irrigable areas are ·devoted 
to lamb-raising. There is a market in that 
direction. \YP •vant to give attention to the 
growing of con1modities which haYe an 
<'X portable value. \Yha t I have said in con­
nection with lamb-raising will also appl~· to 
datrymg. but I doubt whether areas of 12 
acrPs will be accc•ptable to settlers ,_-ho wish 
to devote the land to that purpose. Success 
will also depend .-ery largely on the possi­
bilities of grm.-ing an American crop called 
alfalfa, similar to our lucerne. I understand 
from remarks made bv hon. members on this 
side that some of tho 'land is of poor qua.litv. 
I disagree with the hon. member for Cun­
ningham, who stated that e.-en if water was 
available to a large extent the land ,,-ould 
be un,l!itable for that purpose. Poor land 
with an abundance of wa'er ,_-ill produce 
beyond expectation. It will be the dutv of 
the DPpartment of Agriculture to demon­
strate by their experimental farms what can 
he -done. If settlers are allowed to follow 
their own inelinal ions and not be dictated to 
they '"ill ,-ery early di,;cover what are th~ 
most profitable crops to devote their atten­
tion to. l agree with the Minister that 
settlers of diC ach·enturous type should not be 
encouraged. Tt i~ no nse trving- to do eYerv­
thing for i]l(livid.ua ls of that bnd. If men 
are a hl<' to ftncl a certain amount of monev 
and if thPir dl'orts are subsidised. then ,;.~ 
are ntarP likl'h' to sucf'eecl in peopling areas 
--uch as the Dawso_n Valley ,_-ilh the right 
type of lllC'l .,-ho •nll de.-elop the country on 
the ltncs '"" most prefer. 

I think the Ja~Ting out of town sections is 
an exceeclingly wise plan. The 1Iinister 
n1ight dirPct eyen n1ore attention to this 
mat'cr. for \\'P mmt reali>e that the Dawson 
ValleY is rig-ht away in the interior; I sup­
pose th0 shortPst road to the irrigation area 
will be 400 miles from the centre of popula­
tion. If men are going to be properly 
encouraged to go on these areas, it is the 
duty of the clcpartment to make the scheme 
as attractiYf' as possible. That can onlv be 
d9n0 by haYing man~ town areas. I suggest 
nllage areas 5 miles apart, and tmvn areas 

2U miles apart. Such a sch0me would be 
more like!~~ to bring a JJopulat-ion that woucd 
be contentNl and likelv to remain on the 
land. · 

:Yluch has been said b,- the :\liniscer as to 
the immense quantity of water that will be 
stored under this sc·heme. It is almost unbe­
lie.-able that sueh a quc1ntity of •vater can be 
so storod ancl that the area to be made avail­
able for irrig-ation will he 200.000 acres. It 
i' quit.• like!,-. as has been the case i'lse­
wherc. that \VC' are oYerrating thPsc things. 
I put asid~ not· Ion.!! ago an article which 
appeared in the Svdnev " Bnlletin." It 
dPals YYith irrigat1oD. ai1(l is of rather a 
critical natnrr, and indicatrf' how Y0l'Y frc~ 
qucntl:v anhcipationf' an~ not rf'allsC'd. ~It is 
dated 31st ~Ia,-. 1923. and reads-

;• India i:3 a land of big- nwuntains, big 
rivrr;o:;, a great rainfa11 in n1ost parts. and 
n rlrv ::-;ea:::;on \vhich 1nake::; \Vater {'Onser~ 
YatiOn highl.\~ aclvi~nble. Its irrigation 
v;ork.;:. \Yerc n1adc 'vith chf'ap labour. and 
i he bnslnnss wa:;: :;;.nrea 0 OYC'l' YPl'Y n1a11v 

hundrf'cl yPars. The irrigated s'pacc {& 
49.963.rOJ acree. Of this area ncarlv 
13,000.000 acres Ul'f' moistenecl bv the very 
cheap anrl intcmely patient Hi1idu lifting 
water out of •nlls, and another 7.000,000 
bv nwans of tanks. The record is mag­
nificent. for the ![round covered 
approaches the dimens1ons of Victoria. 
Egypt. ;11:ith a gTeat riYer flowing down 
from g"r<'at mounnJins a~ a permanent 
r0sourC'0, ha.;: br-cn at vrork sinre before­
Pharnah. It ha::; undC'r cultiYntion a 
little o.-er 5.000.008 acr0~ (LOOO.OCO' 
farmer~ to .5 acrr''"· each/. and it is rC'ck~ 
011Pcl th ·t tlw :'\ilc m a.- rnn to 2.000.000 
acre:::; n1on""~. En"'n 1hal- final C'ffort "\Yill 
make a .,-atpred an a of much less than 
half the size of TasnHmia. Of onr own 
coun•rv'.;;: big2'0:;-t and olrle~t and 1nost 
snccess.ful scttl0mcnt. :\Iildura. the official 
records sav briefly that 'the an-a of the 
sertlrnH'Tit. i' 45,000 acn''· of ,_-hich 13.000 
acre.-; are nnd0r intPnsc culture.' It i~ .a 
businf's> of gardening on small allot­
Inent~: and peoph" "·ho 1·alk in millions 
and pirturP YH:-?t irrie-a ted wheat farms 
and f'attlf' stations. with kang-aroos drown­
ing- in thf' flr:orl. are ~tod?"Y vote-hunters 
.,·ho clisconr--c throu~·h their hats. 

* * 
"Australia's great theoretical standby 

for irrigation is the :Murray-Darling­
'Inrrnmbidgee ri.-er system. All the 
theorist_, ronccntrate on the 1Iurrav. It 
~·athers its waters from four State~. In 
:'\i?.v Sonth \Yales it collects to its bosom 
sixtv-thrre tributaries. and in Victoria 
fort.Y-nine. From QuePnsland it gathers 
a multitude. and in South Australia it 
ge:C-; an orcasionaJ drop of rain. The 
;-allev of th0 :\Iurmv reaches to Broken 
Hill.· anrl cm·ers 454,635 square miles. 
Practirallv all the irrigation y0t done 
lies in this .-allev. and though it hasn't 
1nnclc a11~~ yi~ibl0 i1npressiOn on the 
454_635 squnro mike. it _alrea~v in 1-?arl 
:-.ra:-:.on"- rna kP::> Y0rv obv1ous nnpr('SSlOfl 
on the :\Inn·ay." · 

That i> rudly the point that I wish to come 
to. It is just possibl0 that ,,-e may over­
estimatP •he quanti!)' of ,.-ater ihat wc shall 
consenP by this g-reat scheme. One thing 
that strm-k me most forciblv is the cxtremelv 
lig-ht cost that attaches to the scheme. If 
water can be supplie~l at the rate of £1 an 

Mr. G. P. Banw~.1 
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.arrC'. it is an extre1nelv n1cdcrate sun1. I 
think \V(' arc doing a ,Ylse thing in present· 
ing to the people of Queensland. Australia. 
and to settlers from ahroad. irrigable land 
at such an exceedingly moderate sum. £1 
an acre per annum. with the cost of the land 
£6 to £12 an acre. should prove highly 
a ;tractive to settlers. · 

Altogether. the scheme is on0 that should 
·commend itscli to tlw comnmnity. I on!,· 
hopo that the ~Iinister's most sa!lguine _hopes 
-Hot. that he has C'Xpro~sed bin1-3Clf In ::111 
c1vPr-~an~uine 1sa~·-and tho:::c of _the officia~s 
of the department ·who a r0 "\\ ork11, g out th1s 
great schemP. will be fully realised. and that 
th<' success of the Da>vson Valley scheme w1ll 
lc·ad to other movements being made in the 
game wn.y in other localities. 

Mr. MOORE ( . .J.ubi(fny) · Witl1 such a 
largP scheme we should go fully into the 
question to sec whether it is satisfactorv or 
not. One of the facts that we cannot help 
bc·ing struck with is the extremely great 
discrepancy between the report made by the 
Public \Yorks Commission ancl the speech 
made bv the Secretarv for Public Lands this 
afternoon. There ar~ some Y<'l'Y .-ita\ fac­
tors to be considered in connection with an 
irrigation schenw. One is the class of 
country to be irrigated-whether it has a 
subsoil that will hold the water. or >Yhether 
you have to put an enormous quantitv of 
wat<'r on'r it. mving to the fact that the 
water soaks away quickly. Another is the 
character of the country in >Yhich vou are 
going to make your irrigation channels. If 
it will 1wcessitate concrctp channels. thP pro­
p0sition i~ going tu be a very expensive one. 

There are some Ycrv vital facts in this 
report of the Public· \Yorks Commission. 
I.PaYing out 1 he part n bout this being the 
largC'st darn in the world. let us get down 
to (hE' mwstions which arp reallv most vital 
to thP SUCCPSS or otherwise of 'the scheme. 
Mr. R. E. Shaw. the Assistant Engineer iu 
the \Yater Snpply D0partment. in a report 
submitted to the Roval C•Jmmis>ion on Public 
·works. statPd- · 

"At Taroom. above which the catch­
ment area is 6,440 square miles, we have 
had a g-auging-station >lincc 1910 to deter­
mine thP annual run-off. The measure­
Jncni·s at this gauging-station havf> shown 
great variations in the flow. The highest 
was 1.172.000 acrp f0et in 1910-1911. 
which rcprC'sPntPcl a run-off of onlv 11 
per cpnt. The !owt•st was 34.676 ·acre 
fpet in 1918-1919. which "·as only 0.66 
per cent. of the rainfall. The "~·erage 
over thE' period rnPasurod was 324,000 
acre feet. on a run-off of 3! per cent. of 
the rainfall. Th" dam having a catch­
ment area of 9.000 square miles. the 
a Ye rave run-off would lw 45.3.000 acre 
feet. but for the three> Yean ended on the 
30th June. 1921. thP ·total run-off was 
240,000 onl:v. This is Ycrv important. 
becausP usuallv the amount of water 
diverted is the' annual flow-off. In this 
case. ,vlwre 1ve have ha.d onlv an nveraO"e 
flow-off of 80.000 acre feet foi· threp Yea~·s 
in ~uccessio11. .storage is required to 
supplement the amount." 

The point I 1Yant to g-et at is the porous 
nature of the soil. \Yith that heavv rain­
fall--which. according to :Mr. Sha»>s evi­
dence. falls mostlv - i'n 'the. sumrner-vou 
would natmally exi}ect the soil to be some­
what sodden with water, but you get a 

[Jlr. G. P. Barnes. 

remarkably low run-off. It i~ undulatinD" 
country. and although it i· a fairh· larg~ 
catchment area, :you get an averagE"· run-off 
of_ only 3~ per cent. of the rainfall. At 
\~.aran.ga. on ihe Goulburn RiYer. in 
"\· Ictona. ~-on g:<'t a run-off of abont 26 pE>r 
CC'nt. J_f the soil 1--" a.s poron::.; a~ this appears 
t? be, If you are gomg m for a biEr irriga· 
(loll schome. it is highly probable that aftC'r 
t\Yo or three b:>d years. ·when :,.-ou ,~ant the 
'"Lltf\r n10st particularlv. YOU r.re ~(Jjnf! to 
ha_ve a shortage of w·atc~·. That r~ sornc­
t~tng to bo guarded again~t. }Ir. Shaw. in 
hrs , report. says-

" In <~drlition to the )JC'riod' of poor 
run-off. lugh c;;aporatron and scepaO'e is 
to he• <:'xpectecl in this localitv. so "that 
100.000 acre-s of irrigation a'pppars at 
present to be the limit for safety." 

:rhb ••ch0mc )1r0\·iclcs for 200.000 acres of 
mtE>mc cultivation and 200.000 acres which 
wdl be supplied with wat0r for household and 
sto.ck lHU'JlO~Ps, and Yfr. Shaw-. when giving 
c-ndenc<' before the RoYal Commi>sion of 
Public \Vorks. said lw · con>idered 100.000 
acres of irrigation to lw th0 limit of safetv. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC \Yci!ms: Tl~e 
present Comn1i~·3ionpr ha~ increasecl the 
capacity of the clam more than twofold. 

. :\h. MOO RE: ::Yir. Shaw gave several 
c!Iffen'nt heights for the clam. 

. :Ylr. COLLIXS: \Vhy don't you quote the 
highest amount he mentions-2.072.278 acre­
ft'l't? 

Mr. MOOHE: What I am gettin"' at is 
thC' porosit:v of the soil. which d;es not 
allow a sufficient run-off to provide enough 
water in normal YPars. and. if voa haye 
such porous soil as that. it is hig.hlv prob­
able a. great deal of water that is impounded 
will b0 lost by PYaporation and seepage. 
The report does not ~xi,~e any analvsis of 
the soil. but it ~ays the cl[-t\- contc'I;t is a 
littlP higher tha,; in som;, portco:Js of 
QuE>l'mland. but it is sandv and gravellv 
underneath. :\"ow. if von haYP a sanch· and 
gra.-elly sub>oil. 'it -'·ill let a. lot of the 
wa tcr run a 1va;v. 

. I do not kno\v v-ery nltlCh about irrigation 
m Qupensland. I ha ,-e tried it personallv on 
the Downs. I had onlv a small block ·of 5 
ncr0s. and I pumped at the ratP of 10.000 
p:a llon~ an hour from seven in the n1orning 
till six o'clock at 11ight. but I did not cover 
10 yards, as the water ran through the soil­
it was EO porous. Of coursE' it is possible 
with " big- berly of water that you might 
t'Ill1 the "·ater oYer quickl:-' so that you 
coulrl gt't a rcaconahh'- anlonnt of water on 
tlw land. On tllP bi~ Rodn<'v irrigation 
nroa in ·victoria t1w countrv i~ so level­
there is a fall of about 1 foot in a mile­
that vou f'an run 2 inches or 1~ in{'hes on 
quickl:c The >vater does not sink through. 
Hil there is a clav subsoil. \Yhere YOU have 
n porous soil-a1;d it mn"t l)e porOus 1-vhe-n 
you gPt such a rc1narkn b1y low run-off--

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC' LA~ms : \\-here 
werP th0se tests taken-at Taroom or on the 
Dawson? 

::Ylr. MOORE: The tE'sts w0rc taken at 
Taroom. abo.-e which the catchment area i• 
6.440 square mil0s. I undPJ'<tand the total 
area is now 9.000 square miles. 

Tll(' SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLTC' LA:>DS: It ·is 
a. long "·ay from thP dam to Taroom. 
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::\lr. ::\IOORE: You say you lurYc 9.000 
square n1ilcs in the catchi11e~t area? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLJC LAXDS : There 
1s a trenH!IH1ou-s change tn the country 
lwt'.;·;.'('!l Tnromn and the irrigation area 
down the ri\'L;r. 

Mr .:VIOORE: I am not d0ubting that, 
but the GoYcrnnwnt sent the Public \Vorks 
Conuili~~ion up there to take evidence, and, 
after g-etting their report, you quadruple the 
amount of land which the engineer who had 
been inw•stigating says is the limit <Jf safety. 
:Mr. Shaw further ~ays in his report-

., As the contour sunev of the irri· 
f:able area comnwnded by gra,-itation 
has progree:-;ed -soil san1ples have been 
collect('(] and submitted for analvsis. 
Though the clwmical constituents differ, 
"'ome sarnp1es bc1ng more clayey than 
f•thcr.'. and the colours are not alike. 
the results evidence great similarity and 
all haYe be<>n most satisfactory." 

Most satisfactory from an irrigable point of 
view .and a growing point of view, but not 
from the point of view of running channels 
and the storag<> of water. That is the point 
we want to keep in mind. The report con· 
tinues-

" \VhC'n: · tue percentage of clay is 
eomewhat high. a large pro_portion of 
coarse and 1nediun1 sand Insures .an 
open t<>xture, which is confirmed bv good 
napiHarity. It is considered bv the 
Agricultural Chemist to be most sriitable 
for irrigation purposes, with abundance 
of minpral plant foods in readily avail­
;,ble form. In comparison with analyses 
of other Queensland soils, and also of 
samples from irrigation settlements on 
the Murrumbidgee and Murray River•, 
the Da wson River land is easily first 
for silt content, humus, nitrogen, and 
phosphoric acid, and Pqual to the best of 
the others in lime and potash. The clay 
eont•mr j, hig-her than in the Southern 
soils, but the ~prE"'ence of good quantities 
of ('Oarse an.d n1ediun1 sand insures an 
evN' texture. and a sub-stratum of gravel 
and Rnnd provides underground drainage. 
Chlorine is verv low both in the soil 
and the wat.er of the Dawson Riv<>r. and 
there app<>ars to be little danger from 
this source. which has proved a serious 
drawback to many irrigation settlements. 

"The only respect in which this scheme 
mav suffer bY C'On1nari~on \vith others lies 
in ~a num11Pi.· of inC'o1ning creeks aC'ross 
"'hich canal waters have to be flumed. 
Tho surroundhu; country is rolling in 
na.ture. whilet the :Vfurrav and Murrum­
hicJg-ee Rivc·rs arc bor-dered by plains, 
f!iYlng them an advantage in this re::-1pect. 
p,!l'ts of the areas to lw irrigated are 
a h:o rrndL·r('d nncv0n bY flood channeh. 
and \ar~cr farn1 areas ~vill hA necessarv 
wher(' t heee occur and where thev cannot 
be a voided." • 

Those nr' hYo verv vital faC'tors. First of 
all, you have a porous soil and a gravelly 
subsoil which is g-oing to let the water run 
away. and the Minister will know the diffi. 
cult.c they had in Mildura in the first instance 
in conn<'ction "''ith their chann•·ls. Thcv all 
had to be concrete-d, because of the por.ositv 
?f tl,c soiL Exaetlv the same thing happened 
tn connection with the Rodnev Irrigation 
Trns!. 'f'hey had n big supply of water 
runmng· m a wide channel, and th:·y had to 

puddh~ it and concrcH~ it for n1ilPs and n1il0s 
ow-ing y(, the ::-eepage and evaporation. The 
loss of 'vater was :-o grrztt that in hundreds 
of cases pcor,JE' could not g-E't wat<>r whE'n they 
"·anted it: it ne' er reached them. Then we 

han• the other point ,,-hich it is 
[8 p.m.] going to be most expensi,-e to get 

. rid of-that is. the rolling and 
untlnJ P"tln~ nature of the ~oil -which is going 
to be inigated lwlow. In the irrigation 
~chcn1cs in Yictoria, such as those from 
Shcpparton to Echuca-I suppose it. is the 
easiest irrigated conntrv in the world-verv 
little grading is rcquir:ed, and the cost a·£ 
putting on the '"ater is so low that the people 
can afford to irrigate wheat and other crops. 
I have lived there anrl haYo taken part in 
irrigation. At the present time, in the 
\Yaranga-Hodney. Swnn Hill, and Goulbnrn 
tli~trirt:o.-which I suppose con1prise an area 
of 500,COO arr<>s altogether-the cost for water 
is 6s. per acrC'-foot per year, which is ample 
to me·et all costs. I han· not seen this country 
on . th<> , Da wson, and can only take the 
•mgmecr s repol't. He speaks about the undu­
lation and about the creeks o,·er which the 
water will have to be carried by fluming, and 
dl<Jse are two very v 'tal things in reg:ll'd to 
inigation. If heavy gra<ling has to be u!"der. 
!a~en ~?efore you can run the \vater quiddy, 
rt rs gomg to add considerably to the expense 
to the settler. Even light grading is an 
expensive item. Of course. these areas are 
Yery small. Mr. Shaw gives it as his opinion 
that 30 acres are necessarv for a man to make 
a living on. Twelve tind a-half ac_reG is 
smaller-barring :Mildura and one or two 
lirHe fruitgrowing settlements-than the area 
watered in any other settlement in Australia. 
Most of them in Victoria run from 50 t<J 60 
or 70 acres. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : All 
irrigable areas? 

Mr. ::\100RE: Yes. When the \Varanga· 
Rodne.v irrigation area commenced and they 
ran the water through channels it was a dead 
loss because a large number of the settlers 
would not use the water. Thev always waited 
for the rain to fall. as they though.t that, if 
they irrigated the land and the rain came, 
thev would have too much water. After 
instruction from Dr. Elwood Mead and other 
irrigation experts, they used the water to the 
full extent, even running it over the land to 
make the grass gro'"· One can see how cheap 
the water is when people can afford it for 
that purpose. But vou must have land of 
such a nature that 'it -doe~ not absorb too 
much water. and over which it will run 
quickly. Looking at the picture of the ,ettle­
nwnt and reading the report, it seems to me 
that the grading is going to be a very con~ 
>iclerable item in connection with the Dawson 
Y alley irrigation ar-ea. From n n irrigation 
point of view it is going to be ideal for 
rutting the water on. The onlv thing is 
that it v;ill take a eonsid0ra ble an1ount In ore 
than it otherwise would do. bnt the difficulty 
i-. iu connection with running the water in the 
chamwls. Thcv will all ha\·e to be puddled 
nr cnncreted. If you hav<> a friable soil which 
allows the water to run through. the seepage 
1s ycry great. That is a problem which has 
to be faced. The greatest problem that I see 
is the low run-off in the catchment area 
showing the porosity of the soil and the vast 
amount of wat<>r which must run through the 
·oil. Instead of running into the dam which 
will be us<>d in times of drv season~ when 
it is wanted most. it seems to "me that we are 
likely to have a shortage of water if we put 

Mr. Moore.] 
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t<,o man:v people on the area. I would be 
careful about the area of land which is to be 
irrigated awl the number of people to be put 
on it when 've have definite evidence from an 
engineer here. \Yho ~ays that bG considn·g 
100.000 acres the limit of safety. 

The SECRETARY FOR PccBLIC LA:>DS: \Ye mav 
have a mi1lion acre~ eycntual1y. ~ 

l\Ir. l\IOORE: I think tha.t what the 
engineer was basing his cstintatl' on was not 
so nn1eh on a million-acre area as on the 
amount of rainfall, and the water which would 
be• a' ailable. It was not a question so much 
of the height of the clam and the area which 
could be put undec water so ao to store it, 
as to the amount of wat• r that would be avail­
ablE'. He take' threE' vears in which there 
w0re only 80,000 acr0-fcet available in each 
of those three vcar~ as the run-off for irri­
gation purpose~. One of the most heart­
breaking things that a person can possibly 
con1e up again~t is to be put on an irrigation 
farm and to find when ·drought times come 
that there is uot sufficient water. That was 
one of the great difficulties they had to face 
in Victoria for manv vears. The channels 
were so small and th.e ;eepage so great that 
the people who were some distance awav 
from the wei1· did not get water. They were 
put on the areas with th0 idf'a of gi·owing 
lucerne and other crops. but the water did 
not reach them. The matter has got to such 
a stage that dw.nnels have bPen made larger, 
seepage almost stopped, and the people have 
b0en educated on the question. As the Minis­
ter said. theY r ·lv in Victoria on the snow 
waters which' corn.e down every year. Here, 
we ha Ye no snow 1va tl)l' ; 1.ve ha. ye to rely on 
rainfall, and I suppose that this vear t'here 
have not been more than 10 or ll inches of 
rain in that area. 

TJw SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC L\;\'DS: One big 
flood would fill the dam. 

:Mr. MOORE: One big floocl 1voulcl fill it. 
Mr. Shaw talks about the c,·aporation, and 
nays that he thinks tlw cvapomtiou would be 
:dmost as great as it is at Blackall. where it 
is 10 feet per annum. Anyhow. if we are 
gotng to have a drought period w·ith hicrh 
winds such as we are going through at prcse~1t 
the seepage and evaporation combined will 
be Yf'ry hi~l1. I would not like to sec too 
many people put on the ar0a until we see 
how 1nuch water is available. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLlC LA:>DS: If we 
\Vork to a ::::1 andard, they have a fair idea 
in six ye'1r:' us to '\Yhat the'" can do. 

1\Ir. MOOHE: \Yhen :.:ou haw a catch­
n1ent statiou on a river aud vou know bow~ 
n1uch \Yatl•r con1Ps down in th.irtv vears vou 
haYP a pretty fair iclt_)a as to ho1\:'n1~uch ,~-~ter 
is available. 
. J thi11k i_t i~ a ;-nod 1 hing to expend n1o11ey 
111 cot::-: ~rvnu~; v.·ater rather than iu build in er 

railwa,-~. 1 quite agree with the ::>Iiniste~ 
in regard to th __ ,t, but I arn abo anxious to 
see that too large a nun1her of people .~.hall 
not be put 011 an area such as thi;:; and be 
left i11 a dry :vcar \vithont enough water to 
earn- on with. The ar· a of the blocks is verv 
cunall. an.d an indiYidual will have to n:.l\, 
entirel:v on intensive cultivation. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: Those 
srnall areas are only around the settlement. 

, Mr. MOORE: It is rather difficult to know 
what IS to be grown on such small areas 
esp_ecially such a long way from the market: 
It 1s a long way to bring the products down 
to market from the Dawson Valley. There 

[Mr. Moore. 

arc not very n1any things which ca.n bEt 
gro1vn. I know that the 11ilclura scheme 
can be pointed out as an example of what 
can be done; but, after all. then• i, a limit 
to what can be done iri one class of industry. 
If you overtake the demand, all the stabili­
sation of prices in the world will not solve 
the problem. That is one of the difficulties 
we haYe to face in cutting up this land into 
such small areas. It means that the settler 
has to grow something for which he can 
get money quickly and for which there is a 
prdty good market. Cotton may be grown 
-I do not know whether it is going to be 
good or not-but I ant satisfied that one of 
the cliflicultiP' which the Minister or the 
Commissioner "·ill have to solve is to find 
out whether crops will return enough on 
such small areas to keep a family comfort­
ably, because tlte settlers will have nothing 
to fall back upon. It is rather a mistake to 
try to settle too many people on any area. 
I am inclined to take the evidence given 
before the Public ·works Commission bv an 
expert, because the Public \Vorks Commis­
sion is sent out to get evidence to put before 
the House on which we can judge. So, 
when an expert gins sworn evidence that he 
considers there is a limit of safety in regard 
to areas, and that 30 acres is required in 
order that a man mav be reasonablv com­
fortable, I am inclinec!" to accept his opinion 
unless I can find something sufficiently con· 
tradictory and reliable to make me alter my 
mind. So far I have not seen anything that 
"·ould enable me to come to the conclusion 
that a smaller rather than a greater area 
of land is justified. I am rather afraid that 
it i" not. I do not want to throw cold 
water on the scheme, because I firmly believe 
that irrigation is going to save an immense 
amount of stock and money for Queensland, 
and I do not want to sec Queensland enter 
upon it on a system such as has resulted in 
failures in other places. I think anybody 
who h~cl C':pcrience twenty-five years ago in 
\-ictoria. and sa1-v the rnunb~)r of llCl'::H)U~ lJUt 

on small blocks for special purposes only to 
find tha.t the water was not there for them 
when they wanted it, shonld be chary of 
falling into the same error her<:'. 

I do not think I nf'ed f,av vcrv much more 
about the proposal. Irrigatior\ in Vidoria 
has been a success largely becaus~: comn1on­
sen:;e instructions ¥\·ere given to settlers, 
and largely because of the class of cultivation 
that has grown up and suitability of the 
;;oil. Onh- last vcar the Commissioner made 
a satisfactory report. A newspaper extract 
reports !he following facts:-

" ),_ number of irrigation clistricts 
which have b:·en established six or sev<:'n 
, c:us are now so prospcrou.; that settlera 
arc rapidly reducing their arrears in 
pa~. mcnt, to the State, not on];; for water 
clutrgcs. but also in respect to instalmmo.ts 
due on their lands. Tho chairman of the 
\Yatc•r Commisoion (l\fr. Cattanach) 
stated on 11th JYLtv that althoug-h it was 
:-:ornetirncs custon1a'-rv to allow ~-rrPars in 
new districts to accumulate up to 60 per 
cent. of the value of the improvements, 
that concos,ion "·as not provided for in 
any agrcernent, and in all cases '\Yhera 
settlers were now doing· well it was 
expected that they would pay the 
amonnts owing. irrespective of the 
amount of the valuation of improvements. 
It was gratifying to find that there was 
a decided improvement in the fina.ncial 
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position of many settlers. which would, 
of course, be reAectPd by incrpcased pay~ 
ments to the State:·· 

··\Vhen we find that the areas tlwre are 
'larger, that the capital expenditure to make 
ihe land mitable for irrigation is consider­
&bly l0ss than it is likely to be in the Daw­
>on Va.lley, and that the water chargPs in 
\'ictoria are as low as Ss. and 6s. per acre­
foot. I think the Minister should seriouslY 
eonsidef whether the arc-as he propo~es ar(~ 
large enough, "·hether the people are going 
to get a fair chance to make a living, .aml 
whether he is not going in for too big a 
scheme for the amonnt of \vatPr that is lik<elv 
to be conserved. If he goes into it C{)11BP1:_ 

vatively. I think the possibility is that the 
seheme is likelv to be a succe'S. But there 
are other thing's that ought to be considered, 
and I would draw the attc>ntion of hon. mem­
:bers to the evidence of :!\Ir. Shaw, given on 
,page 6-

., You have had some experience on 
Burrinjuck ?-Yes. 

., The cost of those works exceeded the 
estimate by a long way "?-Yes. The Go­
vornnlcnt went into that :::chen1e as a 
huge State enterprise. and they did not 
run it on commercial lines. That is the 
principal reason why the estimate was 
exceeded. Again. you haYc to spoon­
feed the settlers to a certain extent, but 
it can be oYerclone; and there the build­
ing of houses. the grading of the land. 
and the fencing were all done by day 
labour by the Government. and it cost a 
lot of money.'' 

"That witness put the position quite shortly 
in an ans,ver to a very pertinent question 
that was put to him as to why the cost of 
the Burrinjuck works exceeded the estimate. 
\Ye have exacth· the same principle at work 
in Queensland to.day. One ha,, only to look 
at the Auditor-General's report to see that 
the same thing occurred in the lnkerman 
irrigation scheme. where £170.000 has had to 
be \Hitten off. I trust the same principle 
will not be allmn•d to go on unchecked in 
cDnnection with the Davv~on ·valley jrriga­
tion scheme. bf'cau:<e, 'if it is. it will cost 
about £6.000.000 instead of £2,000,000, and 
there will be a much smaller area to irrigate, 
perhaps. than at present. The evidence given 
before the Public \Yorb Commission is well 
\Yorthy of consideration by the :!\Iinister, and 
I think the Gm·ernment should initiate· some 
other system from which the settler is likely 
to get a fairer deal rather than to hold 
on to a fetish of the Govcnmwnt. I ask 
the Minister. as far a> possible'. to depart 
from a svstem \Yhich is Jikd v to cost the 
:--ettlers g~reatcr expense in f;,vour of one 
'vhich will enable every man to get the very 
bc~st YHllle fcH' the n:oiH'Y which i~ CXJ)~n(1ed; 
or. at anv ratP. I ask hi1n to 3ec that the 
rnoney is~ expended in ~nch a \Yttv that \Ve 

get full valuP for it. · 

Mr. NOTT iSianlt y) : Tho possibilities of 
snccess of irrigrrtion ill'P very great. but r;on­
ver~elv-<:ts in the case of the odds on a 
racecc;'urse-·the chances of failure are verv 
g-reat also. Great sums of money may easily 
be made or lost. As the Minister sctid, this 
proposal is smncthing ne\v. I \velcome it. 
and I am sorry that it is new. I regret that 
something of this naiure was not embarked 
upon many years ago, or rather that the 
principle was not extended in the direction 

of loc·king weir~ and impounding water, 
rather than rushing into any particular 
irrigation schPnlC'. 

l!niil I haw visited the locality and 
in~pected thP nrea very carefu!Jy, I an1 not 
prepared to say one word about the size of 
the blocks. Tlw ::Yiinister remarked that he 
prE·ferrcd to see practical results to painting 
a picture. and in that respect I would like 
to remind hon. members that similar scheme< 
han' co't a lot of morwy, :lnd that a lot of 
tlw "" pPnditure has been due to mistakes. 
~..\t thP \: a11co irrigation area hon. members 
will see a picture that will certainly please­
tlwm. and is well \vorthy of a visit by any 
Australian. I am snre that if the capital 
co>t can be kPpt dmnt to a reasona blP 
amount. there will be many men ready to 
sdtle on the irrigation areas, but of course 
th" question will be, "Can these costs be 
kept to a reasonable amount?" The Minis­
(,or bas stated that we have had rather a 
bitter experience in connection with the 
Inkcrman irrigation scheme. 

l\lr. C0LLIXS: What is the bitter experi­
ence? 

lUr. :'\OTT: I think I have CJUoted the 
Minister's words. The Auditor-General in 
hi' report for the vear 1922-1923. savs in 
connection with the Inkerman irrigation 
schenle-

' · The scherne was originally estimated 
to cost £13LGOO. and it was anticipated 
that 18.000 acres wouid be irrigated. but 
at 30th J uno. 1923, the capital cost was 
£392.836 10s. lOd., and only 2,500 acres 
were benefited." 

If yon figure that out. you will find that 
instead of the scheme costing the estimated 
ammtnt of £7 per acre, it has cost £158 an 
acre. The :Minister was quit'' justified in 
sa, ing that that has been a bitter experi­
ence. I think this scheme is an admirable 
one; stiJI it appears to me that it is a Rolls­
Royce idea with a Ford equipment. (Laugh­
ter.) It is a cheme of the greatest magni­
tude that has lwcn brought before this House 
for n1any yE>arf'. \Ye ha Ye been considering· 
big schemes in connection with the Burnott 
lands, the Palmerston lands. and now we 
h1n·e this scheme. VlhPn we have these huge 
schemes one after another, especially in the 
face of hugP Io:<sf's on Yarions State cntC>r­
priscs and rhe Inkern1an irrigation schen10, 
are we not justified in asking \vhether they 
are bcin!Z brought forward with the idea of 
lwving them carried ont, or are they only 
intc•nded a;;;; window-dressing for the Pre­
n1ier '\Yhen ht• gcw~ hon'lc to bon•ow 1noney or 
to l"l'JH'\Y loans, \YheH lw will be able to talk 
abont the \Yondf'rful dcY"lonmental ~chcrnc~ 
tiL~t are being carried on in ·Qncen~land '( 

i\Ir. KTRWAX: The schemes >vill be carried 
out. 

Mr. :'\OTT: I only hope that the Gm·ern­
rnent \vill endmtvour to complete this scheme 
at a reasonable cost. and that ihev will hold 
"P the Inkprman scheme as an object lesson 
to themselves. and that they will ·not tackle 
tltis scheme in the wav that thev tackled 
that scheme. • • 

Mr. COLLI::'\S (Ho1co'): I have listcrwd 
to the remarks of hon. members opposite 
a!!cl to the half-hearted appmval given by 
some of them to this proposal. Thev have 
mark kind of "Ycs-:'\o ., spe0ches. Thev do 
net say straight out that they arc~ opp~oscd 

Mr. Collins.1 
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to the proposal; neither do they give­
excepting one or two of them-their whole­
hearted oupport to it. I am here to g-ive my 
\vholc-hc.!trted support to anything that 
st.1nds for }.lrogrcss in this State, and I a.n1 
Mttisfied that this proposal means progress in 
the Central portion of Queensland. Some 
ho11. nwmbers opposite have criticised the 
Inkerman irrigation scheme, but I wollld 
like to ask those hon. gentlemen whether­
Pven supposing the State has to write off the 
£170.000. as m0ntioned bv the hall. member 
for Stanley-the Inker1na'n irrigation schen1e 
:has increased production or lessened the pro­
duction. That is what we have to consider. 
It is going to increase production. It has 
already increased production, because, had 
th0re been no irrigation on the Inkern1an 
Eotate there would not be crushed the 
amoun't of cane that they are going to crush 
this year; and, furth.:r, if anything is done 
towards increasing prodl!ction, then it 
should receive the support of this House. 0£ 
course, I can quite understand hon. gentle· 
men opposite. They are so tainted with 
c:ommercialism that the question that is ever 
uppermost in their mind is, "Does it pay?'' 
" Will it pay?" Xot whether it will help 
to develop the country or not. Everyone 
knows that the growth that is taking place 
on the Inkerman Estate is practically just 
as rapid as the growth which took place at 
Mildura. There have been manv mistakes 
made in connection with the · Inkerman 
F.state. The first mistake was. made by the 
DE'nham Government, of whiCh the hon. 
member for Wynnum was a membE'r. At 
that time there should never have been a 
single acre a,f land let to anyone until the 
irrigation scheme was properly laid out, and 
that would have saved thousands of pounds 
in the grading of the land, and there would 
noL have been so manv wells rE'ouired for 
the irrigating of that" estate. Therefore, 
snme of the blam<: lies at the door of the 
Kidston Government w,hen thE'y repurcha,ed 
tlw Tnkerman Estate, knowing as they must 
have known, if they knew anything about 
Que<'nsland at all, that it was in a dry belt, 
and that to make sugar-growing a success in 
that part of Queensland, it was necessary to 
have irrigation. There is nothing to say that 
wo must stop at 2,500 acres of irrigable land 
on the Inkerman Estate. That is only a. 
commencement, as the :i\1inist<:>r well knows. 
Has private enterprise never made any mis­
takes in connection with some of its ventures, 
f'Specially in eonnection with new things? 
This is an entirely new thing in the State 
of Queensland. I am not carried away by 
1 h.: opinions of experts. as I used to be a few 
years ago. l\1y eight years' experience in 
Parlian1ent a:-; men1ber for Bowcn~not on1v 
in connection with experts dealing with irri­
g-a tinn and raihYa_v!" and eng-ineers in con~ 
nertion \\ ith con~truction works-has led me 
io hav0 les~ faith in experts than I ns•.>d to 
h~Yf'. I think that if a littJc n1ore COITinlOl1 

sensc-th"t should be put in big "apitals­
wa,., exercised, and there was not so m·uch 
depend0nce upon experts. then tho-.e experts 
would be more likeJv to keen within their 
<>· timate of cost. At any rate. I hope the 
Minister will keep a firm ha.nd on whoever 
may be in charge of the Dawwn Valley 
scheme. I do not altogethe.r agree with the 
Minister in givitig the Commi,sioner auto­
cratic powers. I believe that if anyone 
should have >1utocratic powers, it is the repre­
•entatives of ;,he people, and Ministers in 
particular, and that those powers should 
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not bl\ rransferrc·d to an autocratic Conlnlis­
,ion<'r. l b<•lieve that thmc who are respon­
-.iblc to the people should take the responsi­
bilit_,·. i qujte agrred with the hon. n1ember 
for :-\onoanbv when he said this afternoon· 
that in the last analysis it is generally the 
hen. mcrnb<•r for the particular locality who 
!u.c to earn· the babY, if there is anv baby 
if) carrY. Anv misulk0s that are m3.de bv 
tlw Go~Ternn1cin have to be carried by thB 
nnk and file. and I would rather those 
n iotakes ~honld be made by the repiesenta­
t iH'S of the people than by any expert, 
'' hether in connection with irrigation or any 
other work carried out by the State. 

The i'ECRETARY FOR PcBLIC r:AxDS: Xo 
p~J.itiea! head could exercise con1plete super­
\-lSIO!L 

::\Ir. COLLI:'\S: I do not altogether agree 
1virh the :\Iinistcr. be.:ause, if we haYe not 
~ot ,ufficient political heads, then there 
would be nothing wrong in creating a few 
more. (Laughter.) Then again, I am not 
altogether carried away with the type of 
settler that the Commissioner may approve 
of. because I have made a close observation 
in my ulectorate. and I have no hesitation in 
telling this House that some of the most suc­
•cee"ful sugar-growers on the Inkerman Estate 
and round about Proscrpine are miners from 
ChartPrs Towt'rs and Ravenswood. Con· 
sideration wants to be given to that type of 
man. Going upon the land is a question of 
'York. wol'k, \\ark; and my experience in 
connection with the men in my own electorate 
is that t,hose who work, work, work, and 
\\'Ork again and again have made a success 
on the land. That is the type of settler who 
•hould be encouraged. The best class of 

settler is not always the kind that 
[8.30 p.m.] can put his hand in his pocket, 

sign a cheque for £350, and say, 
'·I ha\'e sufficient capital to go on the land." 
Ir doPs not follow that he is going to be a 
succf'ss. The Premier and mvself had the­
pleasure of visiting a farm 'Conducted by 
such a man as I have mentioned-a Mr. 
Berryman. He has one of the best irrigation 
plants on his farm that is to be found in the 
whole area. and he has made a success of 
'tigar-growing. The point I want to make is 
that it is not altogether a question of having 
the monev; it is a question of having to work 
to mak0 ·a sur< •:ss on the land. Man has to 
work to make anvthing a success. With all 
due respect to Mildura, with its 12.000 acres 
0f irriQ'ab1e land and an annual production 
of £500,000_ I am nrepared to say that the 
2.500 acre' irrigated on the Inkcrman Estate 
will give a greater return in proportion. I 
have just worked out roughly that the are& 
irrigated at Inkcrman would produce about 
7.5.000 tnns nf cane, and. taking that cane at 
the low Ps(imate of £2 a ton, that would 
giye a return of £150.000. If we had the 
same number of acres irrigated on the Inker­
man Estate as are irrigated at l\fildura. there 
would bo a !!reater production of wealth. I 
was very plc;ased to hear the 'leader of t~e 
Opposition say that this is a day of. b1g 
thing-·. ()f (c'nrec it is a day of big thmgs, 
and,_ the Government are doing the big 
things. W c cannot expect all the big things 
to be a snccess. and some will probably be­
failures. I am 'very pleased to think that we 
are launching out in that direction. We have 
to turn to otber parh of the world to see the­
success achieved as the result of irrigation. 
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There i, an article in the Julv iosue of 
"Current Histor,· ., headed "HO\v America's 
Irngation Problem has been S'olved ,._ 

. ·· Tht~ rC'nH1rkab1e ;;;torY of the conyer· 
~1on of n1il1ions of UCl'i.'~ of arid desert 
1nto prosperous agricultural settle1nents. 
An l'normous rv1dition to the wealth of 
the nation. Difficulty of making irriga­
!Ion schcnH's pay overcome b:, the grow­
mg demand for hydro-electric pO\Yer." 

I under, rood t h_P :\Iini;ter to say that part 
of the Daws~m \alley scheme was to generate 
hydro-elcctnc power. The article states-

." In the l.'nited States, however. irriga­
tlon as :ve unde-rstand the term is of 
eomparatn·ely recent origin. extending 
back much less than a century. Our 
Government records on the subject do not 
an_tP<late 1860. although local historv con­
tams an earlier record than that-the 
year 1847, and a Mormon settlement in 
'Ctah." 

We all. know that it was Brigham Youno­
of the Mormons who evolved the first ide~. 
wrth respect to irrigation in the 'Cnited 
States. :Laughter.) Hon. members mav 
laugh at my reference to Brigham Young 
and the M0rmons. but everyone must admit 
after read~ng_ the history of these woml8r:ul 
people-thrs IS something the hoa. member 
for Burnett can ponder over-that these 
people drd not worry about markets. Thev 
went hundred of miles into the wildernes; 
bmlt up a great city, established great irri: 
gatron works, and created their own markets. 
As t~rme goes on, not only in this country 
but m every country in the civilised world 
we shall have to create our own markets: 
There w!ll come a time when each country 
and natwn wrll hav~ to develop its own 
resources and hve wrthm them to a large 
extent .. That day is not as far distant as 
some m1ght imagine. I do not want hon 
memt>ers to think that I am so foolish a~ 
tn advocate the doctrine of polygamy. 
(Lauvhter.) I could grve hon. member. 
opposite . a very rough answer if I liked. 
b>It I wrll not do it. I was only quoting 
what these wonderful .p_eople did. Thev 
trekked 1,100 miles into the wilderness and 
built up a great city and a civilisation of 
wlnrh the hon. member for Fassifern no 
doubt. could tell us samething. Let me quote 
again from "Current Iiistory "-

" Under this s,·stem of federal co· 
operation the reclamation of America's 
arid lands proceeds to-day with increased 
speed and confidence. Before 1860 the 
nur:>ber of farms under irrigation in the 
l'mted States. was 696, comprising 
469,000 acres: m 1910 the acre a rre had 
incrPased to 14,433,285; while ;._. 1920 
the Government census shows 1,916.391 
hrms under irri,at.ion, with "n irrigated 
acrea;re of 19,191)16 and an area subject 
to 1rngat1on under projected schen1es in 
excess of 36,000.000 acres. The present 
gToss areA under irrigation in the United 
States. all of which -is the result of not 
nrore than ~PYf'nr-;,- years~ activitv. r~prc­
sents one-fifth. of the ag-g-regate lands 
now berng Hrig;ated on the earth's sur­
fflcP. In addition. we have many great 
nrojects in view, including the Columbia 
River project. which contemplates thR 
reclftmatwn of 4 500.000 acres of arid 
lnnd. and the Colorado basin. with 
7.000.0CO a<'res. while Bills in Congrc~s 
and appropriations already provided 
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furnish many hundrecle of millions of 
dollars and include development in all 
parts of the country where irrigation is 
111 practice." 

That goes to ,how what hao, been accom­
plishr•cl in a fe\\· years by the United States 
Governnwnt. \Yhen \Ye consider that the· 
Commonwealth of ~-'l.uetralia is pretty nearly 
as hrge as the 'Cmted States, it "Des to 
Bh~nv \Yhut -we caa do in the deYolop~ent of 
thrs State and this Commonwealth if we 
\\'Ish. Ilou. members opposite are continu­
~lly . cryi~.g out for a Yigorous policy of 
1mm1~T~l tion. If they a re to be consistent,. 
they ;nil haYe to support a proposal such 
a~ this. ot hcl'\\TlSE' w~cre a re we going to 
put the p0ople wlwn they arrive? What is. 
the use of sending new arrivals to a dry 
portwn of the State • \V e have to get down 
w b0drock and realise that a large portion· 
of th1s State Is m a drv belt and if ever 
it_ is going to b0 gre.at. n1Un has' to m~ke it so. 
\~; shall ha ye to utilise the best engineering 
'· nll and go m for works such as that which, 
was outlined by the ::\1inister this afternoon. 
Let me quote further from "Current His­
tory" as to what has been done in the 
great country I have referred to-

" Consider first the Y akima Indian 
Reserve in Eastern Washington. This· 
rescn·e-100.000 acres of drouo-ht-stricken 
desert, once optimistically v:lued at 5() 
C'ents. per acre-" 

want hon. members to take a note of that­
·• was irrigated by the Government for 
the Indians.. At the <Jnd of ten years 
1ts annual yreld in crops passed 7,000,000 
dollars. the value of its lands had 
increased to 200 dollars per acre, and the 
assets thus created would reasonably 
approximate 30,000,000 dollars." 

Then l0t me quote again from the same 
artrcle-

" Perhaps the most illuminating 
instance of all, howev0r, is the story of 
Imperial Valley in Southern California. 
HNc i; a valley unique in all world 
histor~·-a burned-out lake b"d of pre· 
historic origin, the former bed of the 
Gulf of California. 1,000.000 acres in 
a.rea. lying from 200 to 300 feet below 
the level of the sea." 

" Tw0nt;~·-one years ago it boasted but 
a !'ingle prospector's shack, for Imperial 
Valley was a drought-stricken desert, 
strewn with the bkached bones of both 
rnPn :tnd beasts who. in an effort to cross 
its hot surfac<>. had died of thirst. In 
1902, after much preliminary effort, the 
waters of the Colorado were diverted f01· 
rcclamatlon nuroo::-0s into thi's ancient 
lake bed. To-clay Imperial Valley i& 
perhaps the most famous agricultural area 
anywhere on earth. It has 650.000 acres 
under water, and because of the climate 
an-l ." hi_ghly mndcrn system of irriga­
tion 1t ra1ses fron1 five to Eeven crops per 
annum. "·itt.., a ;ield of often 2,000 dollars 
per acre. It supports a score of thriving 
t0wns and villages: its population com· 
rrisps 65.000 people; and last year it 
'hipped one carload of agricultural pro­
duce for each man, woman, and child of 
the ontire pnnulation. The value of this 
yield was 70,000.000 dollars, while the 
estimated po•ential wealth. resulting from 
this application of Colorado River water 
to a drought-stricken. famished soil, is 
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500,000.000 do liar'. All this has been 
CTeated out of a barren dc,crt in a 
period of twenty-one years." 

I could g·o on quoting from the same 
article dealmg with other pol'1ions of the 
rnited StatPs, but there is no need to do so. 
I ha"'' had the opportunity of Yisiting 
1\athan's Gorge as a member of the Public 
\\'orks Commis,ion and of travelling oYer 
some of the country which it is proposed to 
irrigate, and I haYc no hesitation in saying­
that. 1f that land is poor, then God help the 
rest of Queensland. It is not poor. \Yha t I 
l1a YC been reading frmn this 1nagazine is 
what the American people haYe bepn doing 
with soil that 1s poor. I beliPYe that this 
scheme \Yill be snP•"essful. noh,-ithstanding 
that the estimated cost is within the Yicinitv 
of £2,000,000. though I am rather doubtful 
about the opinions of c~xpertsJ because they 
1la YC led us astray on more than one occasion. 

HoxouRABLE MD!BERS: Hear, hear l 
Mr. COLLIJ'\S: In fact, outside of a know­

ledge of mathematics and a few other things. 
I am beginning to think that they do not 
know any more than other people. (Laugh· 
ter.) A good deal of common sensp should be 
<:>xercised. and these experts should at times 
listen to common sense. The Minister occa· 
cionally giYPS too much ear to experts, and 
not enough to the opinions of rPpre~.cntatiYes 
of the people. \Ve haye been sent here bv 
the peoplP as common-sense indiYiduals, to 
make the laws for common-sense people. \Ye 
do. not send <>xperts into Parliament. If we 
had to -do that. God knows what kind of 
laws they would make. (Laughter.) The 
'Minister is a common-,ense indiYidual. and, 
as a layman, he should use that common 
sense OYN thosp experts and k0ep them in 
tlwir places. I ha n• much plea sur<' in sup· 
porting the proposal. and I hope that it will 
'be one of the many that will be brought 
before this Chamber. and that it will be a 
Hlrcoss anti incrra::-c the production and 
1Yealth of this State. 

HoNOl:RABLE IIIDJBERS: Hear, hear ! 
I\h. KERR (Enoggcm): The hon. member 

for BmYen mentioned the fart that this is a 
day of big ihings. So far as the Government 
arc concerned, it is a da v of big things onlv 
in the matter of lun-ing ·them on paper. If 
.vou go into the doings of tlw Governrnent in 
l'Pgard to land srttlen1ent and ,,, at er conser­
Yation, you will find it impossible to hit upon 
·t succe~sful achievenu:'llt. 

:\Ir. 2\rZER: They ha Ye all been Jo,,es. 

::ilr. KERH : EYPr:: OIH; of them has 
n•sulied in a mbstantial loss to the State. 
\Y c ar? 1;ot hcl'e for the ;1urpose of criticising 
and blhng en'rv measure that is for the 
nclYanccn1cnt of the State. At thC' sarne tirno 
it is a right and privilcg·e of members of this 
IImFe that \YO '~lwulcl criticise similar doings 
nf the GoY0rnment-. Queensland. und~r 
Labour aclmie1istration, has hrtd a wonderful 
.opportunit)· to cstablio .. h settlers on the land. 
I refer, not onh, to the Crown ]a;xh of the 
State, but the- Gm·ernment wont further than 
1 hat and spent rnan:;, hundreds of 1housands 
of pounds on repurchasing estatPs, alleo-cdlv 
sonw of the he't land in Queensland. ~ .. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L'XDS: \Yhat 
has that to do with thi.s proposition~ 

:'\h. KERR: I am referring to that in 
passing, as I haYe a right to do. The 
\iovernm_ent have had an opportunity unique 
El the h1story of Queensland of doing some· 
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thing- for the State. and thev ha,·e failed 
mi't•rably. Thee· have spent o\,er £2.000,000 
of loan mmwy to t•stablish perhaps 2.000 of 
the lwst settlers in QueenslaEd and ha.ve 
failed--

The SECRETARY FOR 1'cBLIC L,iXDS: \\'here? 

:Mr. KEHR : In pr:<ctically eYery part of 
Queensland, in soldier settlemenb. 

The SECRET.lRY FOR PeBLIC LAXDS: \\'!tat 
State has nutdo a succes:3 of soldier settle­
lll('Ut? 

:\Ir. KEHR: Why point to other States? 
Y on have the oarno land and the same market 
and a good class of men to settle. 

The SECRETAHY FOH PFBLIC L.i:-iJY~: \Yhat io 
the use of talking rot like that. 

The SPEAKER : Order 1 

Mr. KERR: It is a fa.ct. If the Minister 
wants a decent dass of settler, he will give 
!:hose nwn a chance on these lands of which 
we haYc· heen hearing so much recently. They 
would certainlv makc a succ ·ss there. The 
Minister would be weil advised to get hold of 
son1c of tbose men and give then1 that chance. 
They are now loe.dcd with debt and are going 
to be kc·pt on tlwir present blooks. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I hope the hon. 
membe,· will keep to the propo,ition before 
the House. 

Mr. KERR : The Inkerman irrigation 
scheme has bC'en fully discussed. and to get 
at the merits of the m'easure before the House 
we are entitled to examine the position of 
nn irrigation scheme ·which has been tried in 
Queensland. 1\o one can gainsay the fact 
that the experipnce which we han' gained in 
connection with the Inkerman irrigation 
schem is going to be reflected in this pro· 
p<l'ition. \Ye shall have a larg·c area of 
QueeLsland, part of it covered with prickly· 
pear and part of it undiscovered in the truG 
~cnse of production~-

Tlle SECRETARY FOH PcBLIC L.iXDS: You have 
nevE>r been outside of Enoggera. l_,.ou have 
never been off the railwa:;, line in Queensland. 

:\Ir. KERH: I Jun-e been in most parts of 
Queensland and in other parts of An~tralia, 
aud I haYe seen more irrigation on the :\"ile 
and in other parts of the \Yorld than the 
Minister has thought of. 

'The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLTC LiXD~: You 
might ha Ye >'CC!l it. 

l\11·. KERR: I ha,,e seen a million acres 
nndcl' irrigation and producing in the> desert 
of Eg-~·pt-one of the driest countries in the 
1.vorld. 

Mr. Cou.Ixs: Then why ;ohould not thQ 
Da\Y:"Oll "\'alley schL'mC b.:• a HlCCess? 

::ilr. KERR: I am maki11g this >pcerh. 
Th" SECHEHHY FOR Pl'BLIC LAX DC: : You saw 

the P:;,ramids tco, but that did not maL' you 
u11;? n1orc intcllig,_nt. 

::.\Ir. JCEHR: It has gi,-rn n1e a dirert kno\v­
lcdgf' tha1 the }1iniE!ter ha~ not got. 

The SEl'HET.\RY FOH PUBLIC LiXDS: You did 
not us~in1ilatc the knovdcage. 

I\Ir. KERH: The :\Iini,ter will now a'simi· 
late it from my spec'ch. It ic; proposed to 
spend £400.000 of loan money to build a rail· 
wa:;- into this country, although there is not 
a settler in the vicinit:;· of the proposed rail· 
1nty. It is proposed to spend on irrigation 
worb £2.000,000. and thcv are to be con­
structed by day labour. i:n addition it is 
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,proposed to sdtle ,,-ell oYer 1,000 settlers. 
adYanring £LOGO to each. \:'ou are croino· tu 
spend in tlH' Yicinity of £5,000:000 e or 
£10,0JO.OOO before you finish. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PT;BLIC LAXDS: }lake it 
ot:EO. ]00,000. 

J\Ir. KERH: said £5.000.000 or 
£10.000,000, aud that will be Yerv close to 
the nwrk, although, if it is to be 'judged by 
the criginal estimate of the Inkerman scheme, 
it i' going to cost £15.000,000. 

;\lr. SIZER: l\lore. 

:\h. KEHR: Here is a similar scheme, and 
I have never read a n1ore condenHL . .ttorv 
comment than that made bv the Auditor:. 
Genetal ill hi:;: report 'vhich wa:::l received 
to·da:v upon the Inkerrnan scheme. In a few 
words he tells us definitiely that it '"as 
originally anticipated to irrigate 18,000 acres 
at a cost of £131.000. and then he teils us 
in the next '''ntPnce that only 2,500 acres have 
been irrigated at a cost of £392,000. Can an•.·­

·One tell me that '"e can look forward with· a 
great deal of pleasure to a similar Eeheme? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : It is not 
a similar scheme. 

Mr. KERR: This propo--al, in my opinion, 
i:::; a \Yorse schen1e than the Inkennan scheme. 
l may tell the hon. Rentleman--

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: You 
--can tell me a lot of things, but I am not 
going to take any notice of thmn. 

Mr. KERR: I do not care whether you 
take anv IJotice of thorn or not. I am not 
speaking to you-you are just one of the 
atoms in this House. (Laughter.) 

Tiro SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. KEHH: The Inkerman scheme had 
a better foundation than the Dawson Vallev 
£cheme in that the farnwrs on the Inkerma;r 
irrigation arPa are sugar-grOW'l"'rS. and they 
haYc a market in Australia for the produce 
IVhich they can grow. On the other hand 
they do not know what they can grow in 
the Dawsou \:ralicy. It has boon suggested 
that tok.cco is !o be grown-an article for 
which we have no payable or proyed mar1:et. 
The Secretary for Public Lands, when speak­
ing on the Palmccston Land Settlement Bill. 
eaicl that tlw foundation of anv successful 
"-'ttlement scheme in Queensland .. is to haYe 
an established market. I agrPe fu!lv '"ith 
"·hat thr.' Iron. gentleman caid. and I ·,woted 
hi~ rcrn::trk~ sn1J~cqur-nt]y. 

The SL'RETARY FOR I'cBLIC' L.\XDS : \Vhen 
did you arrive ut that cmiclusion? 

:\h. KEHH: The hon. gentleman arriyed 
~t the conclusion and I agreed with his 
'rorcl-. \Ye hav-e an P.stai>lished market for 
tile produce that can be grown on the 
Pa lmcrsl on a rea. It has been state.d bv 
i<'Ycral lwn. members opposite that on the 
Da\;·3on \rai1cv area we can c:r:row 1-vheat and 
rnaize. and p0rhaps sornr other product will 
bP gTo\YD: but it n1ust be rt'membered that 
the l;ppcr Dumdt and Callide lands and 
n nothcr 1a r!.!,"P area of countrv arc to be 
m ilisod fm the grm,-ing of t h.c se ]>rocl ucts. 
for which tlwrc is 110 dependable market. 

Hon. F. T. DREX~>A:-;: There is not a ton 
of fodder conscn<'d on the Dm.-ns to-day. 

}Ir. KERH: I say tlwro is no dependable 
111arket for these prOducts. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! It appears to 
me that the hon. member is not dealing with 
the question before the House. 

:.\I~·. I\.:ERR: I n1n PxpresBing an op1nron 
ia regard to the proposal be1ore the 1-Iouse, 
and l am c'ntitled to say '"hat it is going 
to lead QLwcnsland into. I hctYe examined the 
situation, and I c·annot sec that the result 
which is lll'Qiui.sed is going· to be achieved. 
I can :5C'e that a great tax is going to be 
laid on the people ,dwn wp ahead,, have 
otlu•r areas of iand available suffirient tu 
s\.:tth• a~ n:ar.y s01tler~ as we are likelv to 
ha ye during th0 ne:x.t f1vc or h•n year::-. ~ 

Tlll' SECRETARY FOR Pl"BLIC L.\XDS: you 
talk i1nmigration in your spare HlOITlPnt.;;. 

:\Ir. KEHH: I talk immigration !o-day. 
There i:-; too ntuch talk of Bche1nes in order 
to delude the people more or !Pss. but noth­
ing substantial that will benefit the people 
alrC'ady lwre. \YP havC' largo arC'as of land 
available under cliifercnt schemes that will 
cost le" tLan the sdrcmc now proposed. 

The SEC!lEfARY FOR Pt:BLIC LAXDS: \Yhere 
are they? 

)Jr. KERH : ThP estimated annual 
rcvpnue from thie 'dwme is £211,500. That 
rt)venue IS anticipated 'vhen the "\-vhole 
200.000 acres arP fullv utilise·rl. One must 
have great faith in "the future to expect 
that those 200.000 acres of land will be occu­
pie-d and will n'ach !he stage when we expect 
to g·et £211.500 rcyenue from them. As a 
busincs.s prorwsition thf'~e unde1·takings should 
be on a business foundation. The mainten­
ance nnd managC'In<"nt of the- !3Cheme is to 
0est £41.300. and the intrrcst and sinking 
fund £137.760. making a total annual charge 
for n1aintenance, manage1nent. intere~t. and 
sinking fund chn rgcs o~f £179,060. That is 
an immediate charge, whetlwr th0 200.000 
arre.s an' srtt1M or not. That charg-e is 
there to-daY. but the anticipated revenue 
is not then< BC>fore we can gf't that revenue 
we have to open the land. '"e have to build 
50 milrc of railwav. and we have to run 
wn.tet· 50 or 60 rn;lrs. The whole of the 
cha r::;c~ will be put on the ]Wople of Queens­
! and before an,·thing is produc"d. If there is 
an absolute nf'<'f';;-;it:,,. at this :3tage to spend all 
that 1oan 1nono;T. there n1ight hC' some rcas.on 
in incurring the C'XpC'nditurc before u:etting 
any rc·v0nuc, but at this stag0 the Gover11~ 
Jnf'rl1' ronld wdl con:;;ider a proposition to 
Ocvelop to a grrater PX:tPut area~ alr0ndy 
ayailablc in Qui ·nslanrl. 

I \Yant" to d0al. in conclu~iDn. with :-erne of 
d1P remark~ that have been made b:T the 
Minister. Hr> ~aitl the conditions in Qnecn~­
land "'\H.'l'l. diffPrcnt f~·or.1 tho condition:;; i11 
other parts of tlw world. and because' of that 
fart \Yf' could not YC'rY well takr a:;: a guidn 
irrip:ation f;ChP!llC'f' in ~thcr fHl1'h of th0 ·world. 
\Vith that I ,:o not ngrer. \VP could ,-er,v 
\Yell !Jp :>;uideil bv what has !wen dmw in 
conn0ction \vith irrig-ation cannls in other 
narh;; of thr \\,Jrlcl. , I hnY0 an :nticlr hcrn 
from tll0 "Y0 :r Book" for 1920 of the 
Department of Ag:riculturc of the United 
State" of Anwrica. \Y0 fmcl there a state­
ment hv the ::Vlinister for Agriculture that 
th0r0 ni-c ~nffif'ient canals Bnd sub-canals in 
AmPrica. if joined together. to go five times 
round ihc o·lolw. If a countrv can construct 
~D n1anv n~ile~ of canals for· snrfare irriga­
i ion. \VC. ~hou ]cl be trnirlcd b,\· their experience. 
On ~onv• irri.rrJtion f:chemc~S I have seen 5 
ncr<'' fullY irri~ated and intcn~elv cultivated 
and i hP back ~\·ea from each block ranging 
up to 400 and 500 acre>. If we could adopt 
some such plan as that. it would b~ an .excel­
lent idea. I hayo seen cattle grazmg m the 
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back an .. 'a:;., and I h·-tn:' ::-cen a s,nall area of 
land close t{) the canal which it is cheaper 
and more cc{)nomical to irrigate fully under 
intense cultivatiDn. The Secretary of Agri­
culture in Arnerica has thiE> to say on the 
question-

" It like"·ise foliO\n that, if onh- 5 
acres out of everY 100 acres can be Ulti­
mately irri~atcd' owing to the lack of 
,,·ater. a- pre1niun1 will he placed on the 
:relatiY<'h~ ~n1all a.reas for which water 
i.s available. Such lands \vill be called 
"pon to producr• suflicicnt forage w feed 
range stock during :':evcre storms in 
winter'~-

[9 _p.m.] 
Instead of stonns i11 \Yinter we haYe onr 
dwught.s-

" and when droughts occur and dry­
land cr{)ps panially fail, the crops grown 
on irrigated fields will constitute the 
fanner's main dependents. At present 
the trend is in this direction. In reoont 
Years the farmers of the \Vest have 
depended more on their irrigated hold­
ings. The prevalence of droughts, the 
<:<Iuall .average yearly returns from dry 
tanning. the high prices of many irri­
ga.ted products, and the scarcity of labour 
have exe1·ted more or less influence in 
causing farmers to concentrate their 
efforts t{) a greacer degree on relatively 
small irrigated tracts and to bring these 
to the highest state of production. This, 
in turn, has created a greater demand 
for water, increased its value, enhanced 
the price of irrigated land, and awakened 
a desire to lessen the waste of water by 
the adoption of better appliances and by 
more skilful use:' 

If I can do anything t{) make the Bill a 
better mea&ure than it is, I am going to do 
so. I hope the :Minister will consider-and, 
if necf'ssary, seek advic<e on the matter and 
have it available at the Committee stage­
the question of having concentrated p.ro­
duction on the 5 acres at the front, the ar,?a 
at the back being used in other ways. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 
will be done on areas which lend themselves 
to it. 

Mr. KERR: I am glad to hear that. In 
countries which have not the vast areas we 
have in Queensland, perhaps that would be 
very diflicult. The time has arrived for the 
conservation of water in this country, but, 
in the interests of Queensland, I cannot per­
mit the Government, when bringing forward 
these schem<'s, to forget that there are many 
other fact<•rs which dominate the situation. 
\Vhat g{)od is it to have vast schemes for 
irrigation purposf's if our secondary indus~ 
tries are languishing through excessive taxa­
tion? You must balance one with the other, 
Queensland has suffered by schemes such as 
the Inkerman irrigation scheme, where 
£170,000 has had to be written off, and 
soldier settlements, in connection with which 
a Bum of £1.000.000 will possibly have to be 
written off. Thhe matters must be taJ{en 
iPto con~ideration befor<~ 1ve £pend millions 
of pounds more. \Ve must spend our money 
to the very best advantage. The building 
of a railway into this area at a cost of 
£400,000, when there is not yet one settler, 
and at the same time providing water at a 
cost of £2,000,000, is a pretty big order. 
The Government should eliminate any factor 
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"\Yhich would deprccia te Queensland. aud 
adopt the b0st means of bringing prosperity 
to the Stat<e. 

:\lr. ED\YARDS (Xanango): Every hon, 
1ne1nbPr n1ust agree that the tin1e has 
arri,·ed when we should take the question 
of irrigation into serious consideration. First 
of all. """ must all agree that greater infor­
mation should be obtained in connection 
with this scheme before such a huge sum of 
money is expended. The Minister discussed 
the question of the particular product which 
was likelv to be successfullv raised and the 
hncling of a market. He said that it may be 
pmsible to raise fat lambs on lucerne. I d{) 
not kno\\· whether it is the :ntention to g-ive 
the selectors who go on to these area& a cer­
tn:,n amount of back cou11trv on ·which to .v,-o 
in for raising lambs. ' -

The SECRETARY lWR Pl'BLIC LAXDS : The 
idea is to mix the irrigable land with the 
back country. 

::\ir. EDW ARDS: That may be all right, 
but one thing which is necessary is the­
establishment of freezing works. Such works 
are established in Victoria and are very 
successful. The Minister, when speaking of 
the gro,ving of products, eventually got down 
to the onlv one which would be a succe·,s­
uamdy, t{)bacco-growing. \Ve have no infor­
mati{)n before us as to a. market for tobacco. 
As one who has had experience in growing­
cereal crops, I may say that you would very 
often ruin crops in deep soils by irrigating­
them and then having a heavy rainfall on. 
the top of it. One important point is that 
this land is 180 miles inland from Rockhamp­
ton, so that we shall not be in as good a.. 
po>ition as Victoria in regard to the export 
of products to Brisbane and other markets in 
Southern Queensland. They have a. big lead 
on us in Victoria and New South Wales in 
eonnection with the establishment of irriga-
1 ion areas. We are going to spend a huge 
PUin of money without a prospect ,Jf obtairnng 
" market for the products we are g·oing to 
raise. As one who has travelled backwards­
and forwards on the boats between Brisbanr> 
and Melbourne, I can say that we have been 
importing for twenty-four years all the pro­
ducts we are growing in the State, 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : \Vhere­
do you 5hip the butter from your district? 

Mr. EDWARDS: From Brisbane. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : How 

far is that from your district? 
:\Ir. EDWARDS: 200 miles. 
The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LAXDS : Is your 

district unsnccessful? 

Ylr. EDW ARDS: The Minister has no 
knowledge at all of the C{)nditions of the. 
industry at the present time. I would like 
him to come up and have a look at my 
district. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS: What 
is the good of talking about it in drought 
ti1ne? 

Mr. EDWARDS: If the :.VIinister has 
studied the conditions in Queensland for the 
last twenty years, he must know that we 
rnmt talk about drought times as well as 
about wet times. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : If you 
call settle land successfully 200 miles away 
from a port, cannot these men eettle land 
180 miles a way? 
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:\Ir. EDIYARDS: If we arc going to strike 
·dL·cent "''il~01JS, as \Ye all hope-I do not think 
we a.rc g-oing 1o continue always to ha,·e the 
cm;ditions of the last few vear,-are the 
p.·oplc on snch small areas as are proposed 
hPre going to produce butter as successfully 
as the people on the larger areas closer to a 
r:H~l'kPi? It is a dang·erou:" thing to spend 
E.uch a large a1nount of money \Yithout know­
ing what :you arc going to do with the land 
when you itrigate it. I have seen eight or 
ten y{_~ars ou the Do,vns '"hen the farmers 
had lnccrne stacks a f2w miles from tlw rail­
;' ay. and thc'y could not get £1 a stack for 
-1:::. 

l\Ir. GLED~OX: That was fifty years ago. 

:\Ir. ED\YARDS: C\:o. I have been her£' 
onh· twPntv-four \ears. and I h::tve known 
thr_: Downs· for clc·\·en years. and up to 1902 
you conlc! not sell it. I am onl_y pointing 
that out to o::how the dange1~ of spending 
1arge .surns of rnoney without kno\ving 
where yon arc going to get a n1arkc:~t. I 
would like the :\1inister to consider serionslv 
the making of the small dam first, and 
irrigating the 5.000 acres-which. a.ftc•· 
all. is a big undertaki~1g. In fact, if the· 
·Gcn:ernrr1cnt arc going to ca1T:.· thi;.; out 
l1nder the .o;;an1e conditions as those under 
which the.v have carriprl out public worb 
in Qitcensland. it will be 1oo big for them. 
·rl'lH•y ar~ n1i;:;rna!:1aging practically all the 
public \Yorks, rtnd it sc·en1:-:; to lY1C. a:;; the 
hon. member for J';noggcra said. that all the 
talk about a huge scheme like this is purel.v 
paper talk; I hopp it is not. I understand, 
moreover, that in Southern Que0nsland there 
are sn1allcr areas well suitt_•d for irrigation. 
There is the 1\Iount Edwards proposal. which 
I understand has been described bv experts 
and persons who have practical knowledge 
aa likely to be a great success without any 
Qccasion for ~pending a huge an1our:t of 
mone:c in putting people on the land. They 
are there alrearly. There are other area:;:. 
in mv own district. such a,.; that on Buambah 
Creek and Barker's Creek. 

The SECHETARY FOR PFBL1C LAXDB: People 
being on rhe land will not make it kss 
COotly. 

Mr.. ED\YAHDS: I beliHe the Minister i,.; 
trying to ge-t a. business grip of tho position 
of the State from the point of view of la.nd 
settlement. and I understand one of the 
reasons for introclt~cing this proposal is that 
it i5 a sort of insurance against drought. 
\\"e should take that into consideration. \Ye 
should consider whether it is not safer to 
proYide a ('ertain atnount of irrif[ation in 
al'l.l3 settled nlr0a~h- than to bind the State 
to 5pend hn£.;c sun1S on scht•n1es to carrv us 
-over tin1cs of stress such us that thrOugh 
\Yhieh lYe arc pa.:.sing. If we are going to 
spend a huge atnount on a ~chcnH.: such a,;, 
tl11s. only to line! that freight for the produce 
tn the n1arket is cqHall~· as rnuch or rnnre 
th<m from th" Southern Sta.tes anrl other 
r)laces where they have irrigation. we shall 
discover that YYe ban' not a businc, proposi­
t ;on, and arc faced with a loss. 

It is all very YYell for us to prop<wo a huge 
schen1e \Yhcn ·.;:e ha Ye no expcriertce of irri­
gation exce11t the huge loss we have experi­
enced iu connect ion ·with one particular 
£cheme. I am not saying that I have anv 
<oxpert knoYYleclge in the matter. but m)· 
experience of irrigation a11d waterway::; in 
Yictoria tells me that the Queensland condi­
tions are quite different. ln Victoria and 
most other places the subsoil is clay, ;,nd 

1\·atct· can 1Jc run oYer that laHd far rnorc 
cheftvly ar~d n1ore easily than in dePp .soils 
snc·h as ,. e ha~;e in Qucen:-land. aud I Inain­
tain that ;rrigatlon on deep soib sueh a3 

there arc in thi,; area-3imilar to the black 
soil of thP Dmvns-is going to be a very 
c;>Hh· matter. I haYP seen a channPl on 
thto 'Do','lJS running -with water for hours 
or,)y to a certa.in point. and then disapJWHing 
on accoum of the denth •Jf soil: in such cmm­
tr'< it seems to me 'rhat the onlv .•uccc.,sful 
w.ty of irrigating is by ~prayjng~ because- if 
ym1 run a huge quantity of \Vater OYer ~nch 
land and then haw a ee!·tain n.monm of wet 
\Ycother, crops cannot be grown on it at all. 
E,·ery member who has had an:'--· expcrienczo in 
the growing of crops knc,vs that ir is a1m.o~t 
as difficult to grO\V crop.-: 011 rnnch of our 
l<1nd during a ycr~: wet ~c ason as it is t1nring 
a ·droug-ht. I have kr1o"·n eaGPs -wbPl'C !Hai70 
hn."' not gro\Yn more than 2 or 3 feet hig·h, 
~imph· becansc it was almost drownc:d :in 
tll;> early ·tages of it,; gTO\Yth. Other 
Fl)Cakers han'\ giYr'n a lot of infonnat!on­
in fact lYE' have peregrinnted all OYer the 
world-but, aftpr all. the market i,; the 
biggest problem. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PL"BLIC L.\XDS: \Ye 
are not going in fur cattie produC'tion. 
Those are the { xigencie;;;. of tlH' ~it nation. 
There arc £50.0CO.OOO in cattl<'. 

:\1r. ED\VARDS: If the Go,-ernmer.t a.re 
gD~ng to spend £2.000.000 on irrigation. and 
it tnrns out to hP a failure fron1 a business 
point of vie-..v~ I arn surr- that the ~lini:::-ter 
would be the first to adruit that the Govern­
ment had made a mistake. and regret that 
they did not [!O on with the >maller project 
to i'ee if the big proposal Yva.; likelv to be 
successfuL It ,,-ould be quickPr too, and 
'\Yould prove a. greater saving in time-s of 
drought in the near future. 

\v'ith reference to the actual carrying- out 
of these works. I hope the (;ovcrnment will 
not do what hqs been dnn<' on other works. 
I have seen works started and the n1en taken 
oir. then .tarted ag-ain. awl the men taken 
oH again. l hope the Governnwnt will carry 
this project out quickly and be done with it. 
Let us sec as ~oon as possible wh0ther '\V8 

can n1ake a succcs~ of it. because the State 
lo~es heaYil~~ if we arp continuall:v putting 
men on works and taking them off. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC L.I:>:DS: :\1ildura 
wa::- not a success at fir:3t. 

1\ir. ED\L\RDS: I am well aware of the 
po,;ition of :\Iildura. T!w :Yiinister knows 
as \Yell a:-' I do that -y h'toria can coiBUnle 
a great deal more of the naps produced 
tllfTE'- than "·r- ran. The:·; arc growing at 
Mildum a produc-t fm which thee· ban' a 
great nunket. 

The SEr'RET.\RY FOR PcBLIC' LA:>:Ds: Thev 
had no nwrket nntil thev usPcl their intel11-
gPnce and org'lDi:"cd theln::::eh·c-s. 

i\lr. EDW~-'iRD;': That mav be. In the 
ea rh· da,·s of :\Iildura and in the wheat areas 
of the l\Iallee countrY the Govcrmnent came 
to the rcc('uc of the s0ttlers by granting them 
conces'3ions in freight. 

The :-\Er'UETARY FOR PrBLIC L.\XDR: :\Iildura 
Wds Hin::-- year:"- Vl.'ithout a raihYay. 

:\Ir. ED\YARDS: Thev had ri.-ers. Thev 
got over their difficulties much better than 
we shall get over ours to-day. The JI.Iinistcr 
must take into consideration the fact that 
tht>re are huge areas in Victoria and New 
South \Vales at present under irrigation, and 
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the product~ frorn tho::;,c areas arc sent here 
and will compete with the products that YYill 
be fon,·arcled from the Daw,on Yallcy when 
the >chcme is in yyorking order. I am not 
opp ;,ed to irrigation. I think wo ~hould 
'·aye started it years ago. I think that we 
-.;11ould be in the same ::;rage of ad-rancement 
ns the:v arc in the South, because tl1en 1ve 
1vould be in a y·ery much better position than 
we arc now. I b•licve that the impounding 
of huge bodic•s of \Yatcr YYil! have the effect 
o£ incrcasi ng the rainfall, as I believ~ it has 
bad in Yictoria. En•r since thev haye had 
huge bodif'S of war er conserYcd i{l the South 
they haYe had Ycry rnuch n1orc regular rain­
fall than they had in years gone by. 

::\lr. ELPHI::'\STO:'\E (Oxlcy): I have no 
de::;irc to dPtaill the I-Iou~(', but it seems to 
mt• that thi.;; nH'a..:nrc ]~ of suflicicl:t irnport­
allcc• to call for comment from those \Yho 
haY!~ . .;;omc :-:light kno\vlcdgc of irrigation and 
have any YieYVS to place before the :Minister 
and hi" cloparrnwntal uf!iccrs that may be of 
assistance to tbr1n in this i111portaut project. 
I do not sep how anv o£ us who have for 
years Lec'n pr(•aehing: ~the du:-·trine of in1mi­
gration, and ut the sanw tln10 ha\"8 been dis­
eu:-;:--ing wat0r conserYa.Iion. can well throw 
any cold water on a propo-al of this nature. 

HoxorRABLE ::\I£_\JBERS: Hear, hear! 

~lr. Kmw\x: You ha ye >truck the nail on 
the hoarl. 

:Jir. ELPHI:'\:O:TO:'\E: I am of the firm 
opinion that it is quitf' useless to bring hun­
dreds and thou::<.ands of irrnnigrants into our 
State without doing something to make pro­
Yision for their recent-ion \vhcn thev arrive 
here, and in a State ·like Queensland, "here 
\YUl('r is a Yery serious tnatter, we should keep 
well to the fore the question of water conscr-
Yation and the supply of water. ' 

I was yen- interC"'·ted in the remarks that 
fell from the hon. member for Bowen, who, 
I can quite understand, must feel someYvhat 
tender on this project, particularly in view 
of the facts disclosed io-dav in the Auditor­
General's report. I can feel for that gentle­
man in the position in which he finds himself, 
hut I am ·!itOt g·oing to ~ondemn that hon .. 
p:PntlC'nHln for haying to •· carry the baby " 
<1f the IllkPrnHHl irrigation ~chcn1e. In n1y 
judgmf'nt, that :::.chcn1e give~ us an1ple food for 
thought ancl reflection in the great proposal 
before the House at the present juncture. 
If we consider that scheme-r do it in the 
bearing it has on this proposal-one has to 
con~idl•r that CYC'r\· one of thosP "\Yell~ ou the 
Inkcnnan Estate ~s costing, and has cost, in 
~apital expenditur.,• approximately £3,000. 
I hayc argul'd that it would haYe been verv 
nnlCh mo1~c efficiently and cconoJnica1ly earl~ 
>-trnctNI and comluctcd if each farmer had 
made available to him approximatelv £1.000 
with \Yhich he could instal his complete irriga­
tion pL.nt. He ~ould then ha>·c got sufficient 
'vntcr for his needs. and at the san1e tirnc 
he n master of the situation. That conld have 
been done in that arc•a. I have some verv 
<'onsiderable knowledge of water supplies iil 
areas such as the Inkerman area. I dweli on 
this pha~e Gcrau,;;c it 1nay offer son1e kind of 
a sug-gestion to those who haYe charge of thi.~ 
propo::<.al, hecan:::c any ~hortagc of water which 
may be occasioned by very great evaporation 
or very great ~oak Cl ge n1ay be overcome by 
makin[!" aYailable independent or separate 
water supplies to each farmer when there is 
.sufficient water aya.ilable. A supply of sub-
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t''l'l'aneall water is one of the best forn1s of 
water mpply that I know of. 

The s~cHET.\RY 1-0H PrBLIC LAXDS: That is 
not the case with this scheme. 

:Jir. ELPIIJ:'\STO:'\E: I have no know­
ledge of this an•a, and I tl1erefore approach 
the subject YYith diffidence, because I do not 
see that anv hon. member can conscientiouslv 
and intcll;gently discuss the question in 
detail 1virhont hnYinrr son1c intin1ate kno,Y­
!e<lgc of local conditions, and probably, if 
some of us had taken the pains to go and 
;::cc thi." area and becon1c seized of its 
potentialiti<'s and peculiar characteristics, the 
discus .ion v:hich \YOuld ha ye arisen would 
haYC been a little more helpful. I merely 
~ay, fro1n In\ own kno\rlcdge of irrigation in 
Qt;<'cnsland. ·which extends OY<'r a period of 
tl'll year,.. that 1 am satisfied that where sub­
tPrrUnean suppli0~ arc ayailablc at reasonable 
d0p1h'> th(' JH'Dccs~ of irrigation iR more 
"'tisfadorilY handled by \Yells, pumpc, and 
<>nglnc•s tlwn it i~ by the conservation of water 
in larg-e qnnntitics. 

The SL RETARY FOR PrBLic LAXDS : In the 
lnkcnnan irrigatiDn scheme the idea was to 
conccntratf' thO power in ouc central posi­
tion. Tlwr0 is 11othing ""rang with the con­
reption of Inkerman; the trouble has been 
irl c:-tn·ying ont the \York. 

Mr. ELPI-II::\STO='iE: In my opinion, 
there ''as f:On1cthing wrong -,vith the concep­
t ion of the Inkennan scheme. I do not see 
"hat ro"ible benefit there was in concen­
trating the power in one centre as has been 
done. You sec the result of it. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA~Ds : You 
would not haYc electric power for ev0ry 
industry in Brisbane. You would centralise 
it. 

:Hr. ELPI-II::\'STO:'\E: When tlw farmers 
an_' ~iillated in plac0s n1any miles apart, as 
is the case on the Jnke'rman EstatP. it 
rn0aus the carr~·ing of electric ctn-rPnt hy 
expL'r!~iYe methods to th0se far-a\\-ay farmer~. 
Comidcring the price of fuel and of internal 
combustion engines, and the reliability which· 
thos~ Png·ines have attained at the present 
time ir ·would be Yerv much more efficient 
to p\·m·ide each farmer with the means of 
obtaining· his O\Yn powf'r instead of dra,ving 
it from the central station that has to serv0 
~o \\ idP an nr0a. The artual area orjginally 
PmbracPd in tlH' Ink<'rman schcrno was some­
thing like 18.000 acres, c,o onlv a fraction of 
tlve sdwm<' has been ~riYen effect to. If the 
cost of tlH~ po\Ycr ;;;ta-tion at Inkcrman. the 
cost of upkenp, and tho cost of carrying the 
('lcctric C'l1f'rgy to the distnnt farms. the 
n1aintC'nancP of the no1P~ and "~ires is CDn1-
P'Jtcd and compared ~Yith the co't and upkeep 
nf 130 ini<'rnal combustion engine~, it would 
be all in fayour of the httter, and if capital 
outlaY on]y was compared, it would be found 
that internal comrmetion f'ngines could be 
proyided at a Yery much le" capital cost than 
wa~ u: .. :pcnded on thr: power station. 

The 8ECHET.IRY FOH Pl'BLIC L.IXDR: You arc 
relying on a big ar·~'a. 

::V[r. ELPHIXSTO~E: I put that sugges­
tion befnre tlw ~Iinistcr and his offic,•rs, 
becans•::- I mn sati~fied I an1 c:orrert. Th& 
power station at Inkerman cost something 
like £130.000. I am not quite sure of the co>t 
of the distribution of the electric energy, but 
"hat I arg-ue is that 130 internal combustion 
~ngine.s of a capacitv of 15 horse-power could 
have been more cheaply purchased, and by 
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that nwan." ;•ycr fanner could 1H!YC control 
of his O\Yn ,upply. It \\otdd then hHYC been 
a ni<tttPr for the GoYernn10nt to rf'COYt'l' the 
co~t oi these f'lH!inPs fron1 tho fanner 
as finw and opportunit~· l)crn1ittcd. As _the 
}10!1 lllc_,mber for Bowcn said, these f'llgll1CS 

could easilY ],c \\orkecl b:-· the application of 
orc~inary ('Ommon scn~c. Engines these d_ay:; 
are ncade almost fool-proof. :Vly only object 
in advancing- this argun1e11t is that in a pro­
positioiL like this. where watPr is o~taina~1lP 
at reasonable d0pths. many of the dlfficultles 
a:-~eciated with such an undertaking could b0 
overcome. such as the friability of tlw coun­
trv th•' difficult\ of the distribution of the 
,vRtct~ b~· channeis, nquE.'<ducts, and so forth. 

The 8ECRETIRY FOR PrBI.IC LIXDS: This 
echemc does not lend iLclf to that idea. 

::\Ir. ELPIII:\"STO:\"E: Tlw argunwnt that 
has lJcpn advallCPd bv the hon. mcmlJPl" for 
Auhienr. supported .lw the report of thc 

· · , Public \Yo1~ks Con1Illi~,~i(,n, lPads 
19.30 p.m.] one to belicv·c' that the soil in 
· this area is rather friable. and 

that tlwrefore the Y\ ater ;;oaks unc\Nncath, 
and tlw natural deduction is that it sinks to 
<lepths which permit of its being rendered 
aYa~lablc ·by pnn1ps and i11t0rnal con11mstion 
('lllrlilCc;. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC L.\XDS: \Ye are 
dcnling "'"ith riYcr water at Inkcnnan and 
Bow en 

::\1r. ELPHI:\"STO::\E: ~\re \Ye not <knling 
,\·ith riYf'r lrater h0re? 

The SECRET.IRY FOR l'FBLIC LAX ns : :\" o. 
::\Ir. ELPHI:'\STO:\"E: I have no intiwatc 

knovd,· dge of 1 his n rea-if hon. Incmbcrs 
were to lw quite frank, it would be found that 
Yerv fe\Y hayc an intinHltc knowledge• of it. 
The cxpc'ricnce that we han~ had ot irriga­
tioH sch{;mes in oth _ r parts of Queensland IS 
well worth considering- in .::onDl'ction with 
undertaking·s of 1his ,description. The hon. 
men1bc:· for Bo\Yen rather expre~~ed sati~fac· 
tion that progress ha" been shown at Inkcr­
man, and the1 for0 there should be no objec· 
tion to its cost. The object of the Onpositiou 
is to point out that progr<'ss is most desirable, 
hut there is a limit as to the amount which 
tlw romn1nnit.v can spend to secnre 11rogres;;;. 
We have to remember that th' public debt 
has to bear the brunt of this progress, and 
the interest on the public d<~bt becomes 
unbearable when the schemes in which th<' 
nJoncv i~ inYesh)rl arn not inlerPst-carning. 
Tht>rC'fore onr duty is to exa1nine this nlf'asurc 
in a critical nla.Tinl)r so that '' ' can p;i,·p 
f'.ugg-e~tions and a·clYiro. I \Yas ra1her intcr­
(·-.tc•d in ~Olllt' of the rPn1arks of the• hon. 
n1cn1bcr for Bo\YC'n. I was wondl'ring ':,~,hat 
Brigha111. l.,..oung, th_-, 1-Iorrrlon~. and thr carry­
ing of bal1ies ha·d to do with irrigation. 1 
ha Ye no doulJt that the hon. n' 'rnber for 
Bo\\'t'n iu hi::; dc.3ire to :-3-l'C a population co1ne 
into thi,s area wi"h?s to see a FCheme adopted 
that l1a.,.; n11.:ant wonders in POlHllating the 
l'nited States. 

:\h. Cor.r.rxs: Yon arc a damn d liar if 
YOU sav that. I will not sit here an<l allow 
~ou to ·make an imputation like that. 

The' S l'EA KER: Order~ Or,dN! I call 
upon the hon. member for Bmn'n to \\"ith­
draw the cxpr0~sion. 

Mr. C'OLLIXS : Am I to sit here and hear an 
hon. mPinber imputing innnoral purpost'S to 
nw? 

.!\fr. G. P. BARXES: You arc mistaken. 
:\fr. Cor.LT~S: I ask that the hon. member 

for Oxley be asked to withdraw also. 

Th, SPEAKER: Order! Ord<•r! I dicl 
not lwar the hon. member for Oxl. y impute 
nn:'>· i1nproner n1ntiYe to the hon. rnctnbct' for 
Bo'.\·un. otlH~n\·i:'H' I \Yonld haYc nskcd hin1 ro 
\l'ithdraw. 

:\fr. Cor.uxs: The hon. member for OxleY 
lnlputc_-..d that I \\'DS ath-ocating what nr~~ 
known as iinnHJral nL'thods. 

The SPEAKER: I did not underFtand the 
hun. nwmbcr to ·do so. lf I .die!. I "'Oldd 
lJHYP a~ked hin1 to withdraw. I 111ust i.:Fk 
tlw lwn. member for BmYcn to withdraw. 

:\lr. Cor.uxs: I am not going· to sit here 
and ~tund tho"'e things being said. 

The SPK\KER : Order ! Order ! The 
ho11. memh r for Oxlcv did not acru~t' tlH";­
holl. nwmhcr for R(nYP!l of anythin~ 
impmpcr. If he did, I \YOtdd have a'kcd 
l4inl t:1 ·-wlthdntiY. 

:\1,.. ELPIII:\"STO::\E: ::\lr. Speaker, I may 
rPlievc tlw situation if I sav that I 1 ~d 110 

."-uch intention, nor -did i 1nakc such t2 • 
F-uggcstlon. 

Thu Sl'E,\K.ER: I hope the hon. member 
for Bowen will withdraw the expression. 

~h. CcLLIX~: I will wirhdra\r vcrv reluc­
tantly, becaw3t' I object tD anybody ii.nputing 
lllP:.tn and inunoral n1otiYes to n1c 

The SPEAJCER ~ Order ~ The hon. n1em­
hpr for Oxl<'v ha' srated that he did not 
make :-.urh au' ituputation. 

:\lr. CoLLJXS: I tcok it that he did. 

:\lr. ELPI-TT:\'STOXE: 1 am Yel"y sorry 
indeed that the hon. member for Bowen has 
l'Yf'll ~uggc·~tf·d that I had any f;uch intention. 
I had not. ThPre was quite a differrnt con­
··trncticn plncPd upon n1y ren1arks to 1vhat 
l intende-d 1h v should conycv. IlmYeycr. I 
shall allow tlw' episode to pass. · 

I haYe examined with considerable caro 
the details eomwctc'd \rith this scheme and 
tllu~t achnit that it is a rnost cornprcnhen6iY~ 
one; and, if it can be carried out at anything 
!ikP tlw cost which the Irrigation Commis­
~ionC'r H!""'Unlcs. then it is a tnost reasonable 
propo,ition. The point I would stress is 
that I sincNcly hop'' that nothing will inter­
fprc with the engagement of the CommJs­
.;;ionPr nnti] thi"' ~chcn1c is con1pleted. One 
nf th<; difficulties with rcgn.rd to the Inker­
mnn ~<·hcmf'. and one -.,;·hich caused n1uch 
injndicion~ l'X])C'tJdihlrC', arose from the many 
chatJf.!_'C'S that took place with the engineers 
conducting the f;•hcrnc. \V0 have gone to 
t::u('h pains to get a Cotntni6:.-ioner \vho is 
apparent!:-· quite capable of conducting 
oncraiioJB that I think he Fhould be retained 
thrnn1-rhout. Thi~ is his 1dPa of h.-,,y the 
work 'honld be nnd0rta ken. and his reputa­
tion ls \\Tapped up in it. 

I di ITer from the hon. m0rnher for Bow en 
when he s!HtC's that too much Iatitu,de should 
twt b0 e:iYen to the oxp0rt, and that thP 
J\Jin ist er c ,honlcl assume thP responsibility 
of th0 undC'rta king. In my jndg·n1ent it is 
l,nt po'··ilJle for any :\[inister t? acsume 
n'>ponsibilitv for such an undNtabng. You 
hnY(' g·onc far and wide to en~age a corri­
pC'tert' man. and so long as the State t•ngages 
in such undertaking" w0. should gd com­
pl'tent nH'n and. having clone so, g;ive then1 
the hltitmlf' thf'v neNl to make the scheme 
a sllccf'.'S. I sh~uld be sorry if anyone Rug­
i!P'ted lotcr on that another Commissioner 
•lwuld be put in charge. )[ aturally the· 

111r. Elphinstone.J 
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second f'r:gutrer \Yould o~TL'l' variou.3 llC'\V 
B~tggc.stimJ:s~-

Tho St:cHET\HY >OH l'cnuc L\XllS: Thev 
ahva \S want to pull down the prC>viou·.~ 

-edifi,:e. 

}1r. ELPIII.:\STO:'\E: In m·· jndgment 
the .scl!0mc cannot hone to Le .Us efficiently 
constructPd aud con:"litninatcd a;' \YC trn.:.t 
it \Yill he unh···s thi~ rontinuitv of supt·r-
\·i-:-ioll i:-J n1.n i nta ined. ~ 

I was unfortnnatP in not lwinrr here when 
the }Iinister gaw hi,; opening ~ddr0ss. hut. 
so far as I can gather. the idea \Yas that the 
conscrvat ion of the \Vater \Yould trrke seven 
;rears to aceon1pli~h. It \vonld be opened 
111 sta;2;0s as ~nffieicut wav:-r was conserved 
to :-:;ulJply DilP particular zone, \Yhich wou1d 
lw t"tablisbc-d at tlw eame (i,ue. There would 
b~ a c0rtain arnonnt of consf'rYation· on the 
Kathan l)aJn and at the SHillC time a settle­
ment would b<• "'tabli.>hed to utilise that 
water. If th>tt is the position. it seems to 

· me to he a. cautious way to proceed. Instead 
of gomg nght throug-h with consPrviu~ this 
huge L1ody of \VUtPr, tfH• difficulties and

0

intri­
eaci~s of which we shall learn as time goes 
on. mstead of bc•tng comm1t.t0d to the whole 
l'xpendttui"t' at one fell blow we shall have 
seven years in which to gain experience. 

. One v0ry intportant lllattf'I' vi.·hich llas been 
toucht'd upon and to whidt I mnst a"ain 
rE' fer i~ thi:<-: I think those nleiulwrs at th£' 
Opposition who have cal!0d attention to tht• 
difficulties thnt nut~v enEuc in disposing of 
the product thut has to he raised in this 
closelv settled area havC' mentioned an 
impQi·tant matter which should han• the con­
£-iderrttion of t}H' Gov0-rnn10nt. As I suer. 
gest<>d a few nights ago, I am vcrv pleas;d 
to know that the Premier has beo-un to 
recognise that the establishment of se;ondan· 
industries has to be carefullv considered. 
Unless you provid-e some mean,; of con· 
suming the products fron1 this nev;,· schenlf' 
it is useless to cominu0 it. The question 
of growing tobacco ha.s !wen discussed at 
some length to-nig·ht. The hon. member 
£or \Varwirk gavl' a vcrv intcrestinO' arcount 
of the early history of. that industrv. He 
showed that in the year 1895 in the Texas 
area fLve tinH'~ as n1urh tobacco was pro~ 
<lucecl as could b0 consumed in Australia. 
l know that in the Bowen area certain 
?rowers had to go out of the business of 
to ha ··eo-growing· by rea ,on of the difficultv 
of finding n Inarkct. · 

I do not \vant to bo a J cre1niah, but 
these are matter' that havC' to be consiclerpcl. 
· nd tberefore. wlwn vou talk about dose 
s~ttlement and intense. cultivation, the quos· 
twn of a market must be borne in mind. I 
do not mean to suggest that this scheme 
i'hould not be gone on with because an 
immediate market is not apparent. but I 
do ronsic\'r t}Jat W{' should apply comn1on 
eense to the proposal and remember that we 
~annot go on producing primary products 
m the manner we propose to do unless we 
at the same time establish something in the 
na~ure of secondary enterprises \Vhich are 
gmng to consume the products of these 
closely settled areas. The experience of 
Mildura is well worth noting. \Ve have seen 
that for some yearo after the peQple there 
were producing they had little or no market 
for their products. but bv adversity-which 
" the finest school to leat;n in at ali times­

;they marketed a product which i5 wor!d-
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famed at the prc>ent moment-that 1'. their 
dried fruits. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl-BLIC L.1xns : It took 
son1e urgani:-:;ation. 

}h. ELPHI:'\STO.:\E: I quite agre' with 
that. .:\(](hing \vill be accomplished without 
org<Jni~ation. I do not think it is the duty 
of the Govern1n0nt to go ahead and over¥ 
come all tlw difliculties with which settlers 
arc furec1. BQcause. if settlcrB come here 
allC[ ano HOt extended. then WC shall not 
have the class of settler which will mak<> 
Qucendand famous. The tendency to-day i5 
to do too mnch for the settler, and he in turn 
dt·pend~ too tnuch or1 the Govern1nent, a_nd 
innneJiately he cotnes up against a difficulty 
<T adversity he rushes cap in hand to the Go­
vernment and makes the life of the ~1inister 
almost uHbearable. TheretQt"e I hope the 
Govermnent will only go a sufficient length 
to prepare an opportunity of prosperity for 
the settler, and let the settler co"v in and 
<'H'rcome the difficulties which everv settler 
r.mst expect to have .to face when he comes to 
a new country, because he will be a better 
man through having had to face them. 
Speaking on th" broad question. I do ask 
that ha,·ing made provision, as the Govern­
Jnent have done in the numerous 1neasures 
that have been before this House duting 
this se"ion of Parliament, for something like 
10.000 s~ttlers to go on to our lands, w~ 
should now devote our attention to the broad 
qu0~tion of secondary Pnterprises, so that vve 
con obtain a population which will consunw 
the products of these settlers; and we hope 
at the same time to <'.upply these settlers with 
1 he 0vervday cornmotlities that thev will nP<'d 
for the 'dc,:elopment of their lands and for 
the maintenance of their families year in 
and vear out. The hour is late. and I d(] 
not \vish to detain tbe House any longer. 
This is. an important question. and one that 
it seems to me even- member of the House 
must look upon with a certain amount of 
favour. hecausc it embraces our dc'3ire to sPo 
immigrants from thE' old land and the busi­
n<"slike idea of sE>eing that t•easonable pro· 
vision is made for them when they do 
arrive. 

MJ". FRY (Ilurilpa): I have advocated 
watt>r conservation and irrigation and the 
us<> of h,·dro-electric pO\Yer in Queensland 
rig-ht from 1918. ,,-hen I first came into this 
Howw. and I am still of the opinion that 
these things are gQing to be the salvation of 
Queen,land. I also wish to say that any 
schcn1c put fon,·ard for \Vater conservation 
and irrigation must he g-overned to a great 
extent bv ,he locality. If the locality is 
one "·hid1 is suitable for irrigation. then 
wo are all right. but. if \YC are going to 
0xpend large ~<;urns of n1oney jn a district 
where the soil is eo porous that there is not 
going to lH• a \"Cl';\. large run-off. tlH'n \VO 

are going to han? trouble. A scheme of this 
desrription depends to a g-reat extent upon 
the rainfall and the run-off. and apparently, 
from tbe report submitted to us, there is 
only a run-off in this area of 3~ per cent. 
\Yhen \YO deduct evaporatim1 and absorption 
from that, it looks on the face of it a.s though 
the scheme is not going to be the success that 
it is hoped it will be. 

Again, according to the Comrnissioner's 
report, there is only a safe nlargin for 
lOC.OOO acres of land. whereas th0 Govern­
rnent are going to irrigate 400.000 acres. 
That makes me wonder how far the scheme 
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1 ~ going io Le a suc:ce,ss. It is a verv 
an1bitions E:Chl·mc. and of natiou;J 
in1porta,nce. I 1rn:-.r that will be an 
UllqUaliiicd Slll'C('.:;.::;., be(·HU~t' U]J0ll its SUC'Cef':;.. 
wiil depend the )rro,perity of rhe State. But 
;besides having a locality which is suitable 
we n1ust aho depend upon the nta nagen1(:>-nt 
and the policy which.the Governn,ent for the 
t1t11e bcitJg carry into cffp.('t. I doubt \Vhethei· 
the Con1missioner ·who is in charge of this 
scheme will be allmvcd to fini,h it. From 
lWSt experience "\V•~ kno\v th:it Olll'e the party 
·behind the Government feel that a man is 
taking to hin1self autocratic po·scr.c; in carry­
ing· out anv schenH'. then· i:s. a howL and 
stl·ing3 are. pulled b~· wilit·h he i~ inter­
fered with. That obtains in aln1o~t every 
direction of l;oYcrnnLent actiYity:. The other 
question is the marketing of products which 
will be raised. The Minister was quite right 
when he said that we have to work out our 
.destiny and to act in accordance with our 
climatic conditions. The idea of damming 
-H[1 riyers and strca1ns is a very good one. 
but it is not all that is necessary in con­
nection withe vvater conservation schemes. 
There are very valuable areas in the high­
lands where we can catch the rainfall or 
snrface waters and store them up. but before 
we incur an expenditure of £2.000.000 've 
have to be certain that the rainfall is there, 
and that the water is going to be stored. 
These schemes arc~ all Yery well on paper. 
\VIwn we vie•.v the pretty pictures on the 
wall we admire them, but as legislators we 
must look at these matters in the cold light 
of experience. \\-c find that the soldier 
settlements and the Inkerman irrigation 
scheme which the Government have started 
have been failur<Cs. \Ye only hope that this 
sc!Ieme is not going to be a repetition of 
those fai-lures. 'rhe 1\Iinii>ter is verv 
.ambitious in stating that ihe value of the 
land is going to be raised from 10s. to £12 
~n acre. If the scheme io a success. I 
believe that will be ultimateh- realised. I 
can understand the ncrvousnes; of the Minis­
ter in introducing a schc·rne of this capacity 
whe.n h<e feels that upon his shoulders will 
.fall the onus of the failure or the credit for 
the succe.,g of the scheme. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt~BLIC' L\XDS: :'\o; 
lne Commissioner will have that job. 

Mr. FRY: I pointed out to th(' :!.linister 
that, judging from past exrerience. as soon 
as the Com1nissioncr exercises hi., -influence 
iJ? .connecti.on with ,the scheme, ~he party 
Sittmg behmd the Government will let out 
a yell and get the Governnwnt to interfere 
with him. (Govemment dissenl.i I ~m not 
going to deviate from that statement. because 
i-.:: i.;;; a fact, and l "·ill rcr,eat it ovet· and 
·over and over again. 

Mr. KmwAx: It is not a fact. all the 
.same. 

1\Ir. FRY: In passing. I ,,-ant to show that 
iniga.tion has be0n ach~ocated bv nw fo1· a 
very long time. _\t one time 1nin~c wa.;:;;. as it 
were, tho only voice in the Chan1bcr crying 
out for \Vater conscryation and irrigation in 
tll8 State. In lookmg up the speeches of 
hon. memb<•rs in the past I fail to find anv 
Tcference made to the subject bv hon. menl­
bers opposite. In ·· Hansard." volume 
o .. xxiii., page 2153, I am reported as having 
said on l3th January, 1920-

. , ·when I 'vas speaking in the House 
some time ago. I stressed the point that 
the prosperity of the State depended, to 
a great extent, upon water conservation 

anJ irrigaticn, not for the purpose onlv 
of storir:.g up \ratc-r for encouraging the 
grcnving of Cf'rt'als and other food~tuff~. 
but for genPratlng: pO\Y0l' by 'vhich inUu'3-
trif!3 througl1out the State could be sup~ 
plied with cheap electrical power with 
1Yhich to run the n1achinerv. V\'"herevC'r 
you go in QueensL1nd. the ~countrv is so 
'ituated that with a very small e,;:pendi­
ture hugP quantities of water could be 
con:"Pl'YPcl. If that was done, and '\Ye got 
a drought lib• that which we ha,-e just 
gone through. the State would not suffer 
and i.1du~trj<'~ ·would continue to go on. 
\\-at er could be utilised for generating 
clecrric p(nyer for lighting and carrying 
purpo.sc,. and cculd also be diverted into 
irrigation ::chen10~. These things must be 
judged from the standpoint of the future. 
\Y" must not think that a small. narrow­
mindc>d policy is going to be of any i1se 
to the StatP. I am one of those who 
belien• that. if we start these things, we 
should do tlwm properly. and we should 
carry out irrigation schernes in such a 
wav that. in ten vears' tin1e the schemes 
will not b, out ot· date. but will be too 
larg(~ even then for requiren1onts. I hope 
tlH' Gowrnnwnt will tackle the project 
in a methodical wav. and not merelv 
confine thcmselvco to" creeks and rivere. 
bee a US(' where you can get a fall of from 
500 to 1.000 feet vou would have sufficient 
pmver to run liydro~electric machinery. 
and those parts of the State which do not 
pO:"'"-·Pi':-.: running fTePks 1nay be utilist'cl 
for the purposes of irrigation.,. 

\Yhcn I mad0 that speech. nobod,· on the 
Government sid<• backed me up; but year 
after vear I have advocated schemes of this 
sort, and I am V0ry pleased to think that the 
Gon:>rnmc!It ar·" taking it up. although, so far 
as \YC eau ~ee f rorr1 the r€'ports of the ex11erts, 
they l1av-:> ~f'kctell a ronservatio-a area 
"·here the soil is very porous. And if we are 
to depend on pumping operations for th<i> 
Hlpplv of this water. it will be too PX['eneive 
for the purposes for "·hich the land c·w bo 
me d. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC LANDS: \Vhere 
did you ~eo any rpfcronce to pun1ping? 

Mr. FRY: If the water can be obtained 
bv gra,~itation, thPre i' a· better chance of 
stlccce:;jS. I--Iow can one reconcile the optimism 
of the ::lfinister "~itlr the report of the Public 
\Yorks Con1n1ie.sion? T·he schetne ha.:: Inv hest 
"·ishes for its success. I hope that, since it is 
a nationd one. the GoYernment will be strong 
('nouglr to suppress any opposition from their 
supporters and cleal "·ith them as they ought 
to be dealt with. 

1\Ir. KIRWAX: \Yhat they should deal with 
i the .T eremiahs. "~ha arc no! on this side 
of the House . 

1\Ir. FRY: I hope they "ill . deal with 
.Teremiahs on !lw Gon•rnment side of the 
House~there nro none on this side. vVhat 
criticism w<' haY<' offered has been of a help­
ful nature. The Opposition haYc pointed o~t 
''cakncssc~ in the schentc, and, as I have sa1d 
in this Hou'e prcvinusly, frequently after the 
Opposition ha n• drawn attention to errors 
ar,c\ amendments which should be included, 
the BilL after being made law, has been 
b1 ought back and the very amendmer.t, we 
suggested have been inserted . 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : They 
were not accepted because you did not draft 
them in proper form. 

Mr. Fry.] 
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1-Ir. FRY": J3,•canse we diu not draft them 
in proper form! \Vlmt a foolish statement 
for the :\Iinistl'l" to make! If we offer a 
~uggcstion to hin1, ~nrcly it is his business, 
with ail the staff at his hand, to find out its 
value and include it in the Bill! 

The SECHET.mY FOR Pc:BLIO L.\~Ds : You 
have tho same sta.ff at your disposal. 

Mr. FRY: It is o:1ly shortsightedncss to 
suggest that the Opposition have not drafted 
amolll'ments in proper form. Suppose we 
point out to the Government the report of 
li1Pir O\vn Con1mission und ask them to go 
carefully, how arc we going to put an amend­
ment in proper form"? We favour water con­
st)rYation and irrigation in every shape and 
form, but we want it to be done in such a 
\vav as to protect the finances of the country 
and benefit the Stare, ,md eventually assist 
our sccondarv industries. I represent a city 
constituencv, · and the people I represent 
depend to ;;. great extent on secondary indus­
tries for their snpport, and it is my object to 
look after their interests as far as I possibly 
can in having ::-econdary industries estab­
lished. maintained, anu developed in order 
that they may all have employment and live 
in rea:>onable cmnfort. 

Mr. \VARRE);" (Jiurnt~ILiw): I am quite 
aware that the Minister must depend to 
a v· ry great extent on his experts. If he 
has 0~ot hont:'-s.t ex~1crts, he l"·:ould hf~ IYISO 
to f~!low their advice, but there are some 
things on \Yhieh even experts are not profi­
cient enough to pass an opinion on, and this 
schcm·' is one of them. At the same time, I 
do not agree with the hon. member for Bowen 
that \H' should not depend on experts. At the 
present time when this irrigation sch,'nle is 
being brought forward w·e are oYer-producing 
considerably. It is not that we are not pro­
ducing enough, but that we are producing 
1nore than we can use and n1ore than "·e can 
marknt overseas. I am sorrv that I did not 
hear the Minister's speech.· as I may have 
nti~~cd son1ething Yital in connertion with it. 
In connection with this matter he mav have 
suitablP soil and a plentiful snpply of~, ater, 
and thL' scheme may be a creditable one pro­
duced by experts. I do not believe in having 
gigantic schemes just to eclipse everything 
else, because to-day th' big schemes are not 
the most profitable ones. If you take the Bur­
rinjuck schf>mo right down to ?'Jorth Yanco 
vou will fmd that the settlers arc not 
hnancing the echeme. and millions of pounds 
have had to be written off. Those Bettlcrs 
knew exactly what they were going to pro­
duce. but at thP present time we do not 
know whether w0 an._ gring to gTO\v tobacco 
01' anythinp; else on the Da\V>on Vallf>y lands. 
\Ye know that certain thing.s cannot be pro­
dur('d by irrigatiDn unie~s under a systen1 
similar to that mentioned hv the hon. member 

fDr Anbigny. In connection \vith 
r1o p,m.] this scheme the settler,, will ha>e 

to start ofT hy paying £1 an 
acre for water in addition to the cost of 
the land, which is actual!,· more than is 
paid by the :\forth Yanco sPttlers at th<' 
present time. That is not the only thing 
to be considered. \Ye have to consid r thc> 
fact that the Da\\"son Valley is probably 1,000 
miles awav from a Cf>ntre of population. An 
irrip;ation schemf> must be considered in its 
relation to population, and population only. 
The hon. member for Bo,yen talked about 
nrighan1 1:-.-onng starting a great irrigation 
schC'mf'. but· he started with thirtv \Vi\"eS. 
{Laughter.) The Government surely are r!Ot 

[Mr. F1·y. 

propo~ing- that our irrlg;ation far1ncrs !:'.hould 
take thirh' wiy··s to thcs•..:: areas to produce 
s:Hfficicn' )1opulatiun to consun1e their pro­
ducts. If that is "'· the hon. nwmber shonlcl 
haYP told lF. Ar the pre:"cnt time ''Te ean 
prc,lucP n1or nwat. fruit. and ,,·ool in 
~-\_u,tralia than arc required for local con­
sunlption. 

:VI,·ntion has l> en madr• of th0 suitability of 
thP Da \non V ,dlt•y land' for gm King cotton. 
r (~ '/f'_ '_1 that eo't ton ea ll be produced in 
QiH'C'n:-:land, hut 110 onP has told llS th:1t !ho 
Roil in tbi~ area is suitable for producing 
cotton. If th" icl~a i" that cotton shall be 
produc(~d hy irr_igation in the Dav:son Valley, 
it i,, a v-n fooh'h one. The State shonld not 
he put to. "uch a g-nat expense' for that pur­
po~w. PrcYiou::, ...:chcmr-s Sl~ch_ as. the State 
;--tation~ nnd llu~ Inkcnnan 1rngahon scheme 
haYt! nnt c-ome up to expectations. 

Th 're lw~ hecn sonw c1i:-:cussion about the 
ro<t of gTq:<ling the' surface. of ~he land in the 
Oa\\"son Yallev and what 1t \\"lll mean to the 
Rr'ttlcr.'. \Ye ·han• no evidenc11 of any pro­
thu::t of a cnnnncrcia I pro}Jositlon that can be 
g"J"o\\"11 on this· land. That is the first matter 
that chould b0 cousid ·red. \Ve know that 
millions of acre~ in Qn0cnsland are n1ore 
suitable for irrigation. It wonld be prcfer­
ahlP to start irr1gation \Yorks in the zones 
where wt' haYc the population and which are 
affected ltv dry \\"eathPr: .'Vhy not devot~ 
the Co11damine RtYcr to Irrigation purposes. 
I kno~'. · that it i~ a pn'tty rough stream, but 
mor~..• rl.ifficu~t proposition:. have been so}yed 
in otlwr parts of the \Yorld. There arc yast 
::;1 n)tehc~ of good country on each side of ~he 
Condan1inc. There arc 1nany streams \Vh1ch 
offer themsclw~,, for irrigation that would 
hPnefit areas rrgularl.v affected by drought. 
At the present time fodder is imported from 
th<' Southern St~tes into Qneensland. There 
is hardlv a vear that we do not bring farm 
rrochct~ froin the South. A great qu~ntity 
of this nroduce is usrd in centres far d1stant 
from th0 farminrr centres in this State. The 
conntry below :V.files, ''"here the soil and sub­
soil m·,, beyond qu stion, and where grad­
ino· \Yonld not be a serious item, would 
ad'";nirablv lend itself to irrigation. Irriga­
tion sr·henws should be adopted in connection 
with areas that would be much nearer the 
market than ihe Dawson Valley, and be 
more likdv to meet \\·ith success. It has been 
said that ·:\Iildura. is and Inkerman is going 
to be H paying proposition, but the point 
has JHt been mentioned that the prodnct of 
both places is protected. 

The Inkc-rman ,{istrict is pr~odu_cing sugar, 
which is protected to a very hrgh degr_ee. 
~!ildura is producing principally dried frmts, 
which arc protected to the extent of 3d. per 
lb. It would uot lw possible nnder present 
Ponditions to g-row products 0:1 the Dawson 
Valley lands I1nless tho.'e products were pro­
tected. I wou),j ask the :\Tinistcr if he thinks 
that ihc Commo~:wea!th is going to protect 
tlw produce from the Da,; son V>;lley.? If 
it. is going to be protected. then 1t ,~·J!l be 
a~l right otherwise \\"O are not gomg to 
m a kc cth~ land pay. 

The hon. member for Bowen made a ,-ery 
true >tatcnwnt whPn he said that it was work 
that told pverv time. but I say that the man 
who is willin~ to put in more hours than 
are worked in anv other industrv should 
have more reward for his work thar1 he now 
has. He should not he made a white slave, 
Btuck on the land year in and year out 
witho:.Jt the eniovment that falls to the lot 
o'f people in "rliickly populated areas. I 
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caJJnor :;:t'C' that thQrc is going to be any 
rc"·"nl for these men ,,-ho will be stuck 
rigohr out there in the '"i\eycr ?\ever." 
(~!de~:;; the T\Iinister is going to produce 
~umcthin£?' of c0m1J1rrcial value, he is going 
to put thest> rnen in a sir11ilar position to 
the oc in the Bccrlmrrum and other soldier 
,utlenwnts. Thcv will be coming and 
going· u11til c\·ent"llall:v a turn take:. place 
whic·h will giYe them a better result for 
farminv Cntil then. l do not care how 
,,_-c•ll laid out this scheme is, how much 
cncourr..gcuwnt is g-iY!'ll b:v. ex}lcrts, or 
what th~._, nature of the ::;:oil is, it will neYcr 
be a success. 

One hon. m cm bcr sa id to-nig·ht that poor 
soil ''"ill f;I'O\~: <Ul~·thing so long as it has 
"·atcr. I differ from that opinion. \Vater 
is not a fertili"•r. If this soil is not suffi­
cicntlc· rich-IYhich 1 do not f]Ubtion-to 
pn>-dnce a crop) 1Ynt0r "\\'ill not rnakc it 
productiYC'. 

If the ~rhC'nH' is going to b(~ a succc.ss, 
C1 "t of ,,]] it mu't be in the right locality; 
'econdly, it nmst be cheap to the people who 
'"" the "·a ter; and th!rdl:.--and I might 
haYc put this first-there must be a good 
mHket for tlw produce. If the :Minister is 
~atl,3liC'd tbat therl~ is a tna,rket for the pro­
duce. rtntl thai· the soil is sufficiently good, 
the!l I s:ty he is ,,-is<' in voi1ig on with the 
scheme. Bllt he 1~ not wi~c in n1aking the 
scheme too bic:. He should start in " small 
wa~-. The claii1 will haW> to be built. but he 
11111,t not make the scheme too big if he 
dc,-~in's succ0ss. The Yery n1aking it a big 
~cht•nw IYill brjng about its destrnrtion. 

Question put and passed. 

CooDIITTEE. 

(Jfr. Iiinc•111, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. :\lcCormack, Cairns): I beg to 
ITIOY('-

.. That !he House approves of the pro­
posed schen1e for the establishment of 
th:'. D<:;Yson Valley Irrigation 'Cnder­
talnng. 

Question put and passed. 

The Ilousc resunwd. 

The CHAIR:\I<.x reported that the Committee 
had come to a resolution. 

The resolution ,,-as agreed to . 

. L\.PA:\ESE EARTHQ'CAKE RELIEF 
F'C:\DS BILL. 

SECO::\D READIXG. 

The SECRET.-\RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(lion. \V. :\IcCormack, Ca-irns) : There is 
nothing ro add to my remarks at the initia­
tion of the Bill in Committee. The Bill is 
merelY to giYe power to the Government to 
appoint trustees for the fund and to pro­
Yid" for the auditing of the accounts. It 
uleo prm·ides that all funds shall be received 
through the trustees. The Committee at 
pre-cent doing the organisation "·ill be asked 
tn aproint trustees. I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
tin1e.n 

Question nut and passed. 

Coonl!TTEE. 

(Jlr. Eirlc<~n, Brisuane, in the chair.) 

Clause 1-"' Short title "-put and passed. 

Clause 2--" Appoint mod of trustees"­

:\[r. :\IORGA?\ (Jfuril'u): I would like to 
ask the C'.iinister who is likely to be appointed 
nwnagcr of this fund. Does it rest entirely 
'-";ith the :\linister a'" to "·ho is to be 
appointed 1nanagcr? 

The SECRF:T.IRY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS : I will 
ask the Committee to rceon1mcnd trustees. 
His Excellency i;; the chairman. 

Mr. ::VIORG~-I.N: I would like to know 
whether anything will be done to see that 
the monev raised is expended in the purchase 
of Quccn~land meats and things of that sort. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC L.IXfJS : The 
Committee is now dealing with that question. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clauses 3 to 7, both inclusiYc, put and 
passed. 

The House resumed. 
The CH.URol.l~' reported the Bill without 

a.n1cudn1ent. 

The third rnding of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

Tlw Housn adjonrnecl at 10.15 p.m. 




