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Questiofs.

FRIDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER, 1823,

The Srrsxer (Hlon., W, Bertram, Meorec)
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.

Gooxpoox-Karniwa RATLWAY.

Mr. BRAND (Zurrum) asked the Secretary
for Railwavs—

Will he supply the following particu-
fars relating to the Cloondoon-Kalliwa
line passed by Parliament:—

1. What is the total length of the
survex”?

2. What is the mileage of line (a)
completed, and () partly completed?

3. At what date did the construction
of the line commence?

4. At what date did the work of
construction cease?

5. What amount of money has been
expended on the construction of—(a)
completed section; (b) partly com-
pleterd section?

6. What wes the estimated cost of
the construction of the line at its
commencement ?

7. What was the Government’s reason
for stepping the work?

8 W har‘rqason does he advance for
net completing to the Perry River
since the carthworks formation is prac-
tically completed to that point?

9. 1s he awarc that the completion
of this line to the Perry River would
bl”li‘lg' many  thousand acres of land
under sugar cultivation, and would be
the means of materially aesisting the
Goversment's intorest in the Gin Gin
Central Mil1?

10, Wil Le
colleagues and
of this line?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

{Ilon. J. Lavcombe, Keppel) replied—

1. 30 miles 60 chains.

2. fa) 124 miles: (b) b miles.

“ 3. 3rd April, 1926.

“4. 20th December, 1920.

5. (v} £118,405; (1) £9,933.

6. £257,455.

7 to 10. Cahinet decided not to con-
tinue the coastruction further at present.”’

again confer with his
urge the construction

ApprrioNar, Caxe  SvuppLies For Gy Gin
CENTRAL  SUGAR-MILL FROM RAILWAY TO
PERRY RIVER.

Mr. BRAND asked the Treasurer—

“ Is it the opinion of the Sugar Bureau
that the construction of the railway line
to a point near the Perry River would
assist the Gin Gin Central Mill to pro-
vide a supply of cane equal to the mill
requirements ?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXNDS

(Hon, W. Mcllormack, (‘airns) replied—

“ Parliamentary procedure prevenis
the seeking of an expression of opinion
by way of question. )

Horipay FOrR REFEREXDUM ONX LIQUOR
QUESTION.
Mr. BRANXND, without notice, asked the
Secretary for Public Lands—

“Is it the intention of the Govern-
1923—4 o
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ment to erant a holiday to their
cemplovees on 6th October, the polling
day on the liguor question? If so, will
those who are asked to work receive
pay at the rate of time and a-half?”

Tlljm ISE(,'RETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXNDS
reped—
" Tt is not intended to grant a holiday.”

PAPER.

The following paper was laid on the
table :—
Reply to & question asked on the 26tk
mstant by the hon. member for
Aubigny regarding the Queensland

Egg Board.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr., HYXNES (Zownsville): 1 desire to

make a pcrsonal explanation.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
IHouse that the hon. member be allowed to
make a personal explanation?

Hoxorrase MeypeRs: Hear, hear!

Mr. HYNES: In the “ Drisbane Courier”
of to-day’s date T am incorvectly reported as
to my specch on the Railwayv Istimates. The
“ Courier 7 reports me as follows:—

“ My, Hynes admitied that he was
gotting tired of the carping criticism
and perpeteal whine about losses on
the railwars. and said the railways could
casily be made pay by increasing freights
and {faves.”

What T actnally did say—as can be borne
rut by the speech which will appear in
¢ Tlansard "—was—

T am getting tired of listening to the

carping criticism of the Opposition
againzt the railway administration of
the Government and their perpetual

whining about the loss on the Queens-
land railways. Queensland is a State ef
very large distances.  We have the
largest mileage of railways of any of
the States of the Commonwealth, and
naturally the cost of running our rail-
ways would be greater than it would be
in the States that have a larger popula-
tion and a smaller mileage. One would
think, judging by the remarks of mem-
bers opposite, that the railways in the
other States were paying, but it is
rather a significant fact thal the rail-
ways in the Torv-governed States are
showing deficits also. A person does not
need to be a genius like Kari Marx to
conceive a method of making the rail-
ways pay. It is an easy thing to make
the railways par by increasing the rates
and fares. but such a policy would
vetard land settlement, and therefore
does not commend itself to this Govern-
ment.”

v—:

SUPPLY.
or COMMITTEE—SEVENTH
ALLOTTED Dav.
Question stated—
“That £22,630 be granted for
‘ Department of Public Works—Chief
Office.” 7
Mr. MANWELL (Toowong): In 1912, the
Premier. when he was in  opposition,
deplored the cxcessive expenditure of loan
money, und prophesised that under a Labour
Government even railways would be built
out of revenue, Vesterday the hon. member

My, Mazwell.]

RESTNPTION
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for Enoggera, in discussizg loan expenditure,
only rouched lightly upon “the matter, and 1
now propose to give the figures relating to
c\pomlmuo on bmlhnm from the Co_naoh~
dated Revenue and Loan Funds, respectively,
from 1912-18—

Dxpenditure : =z
from— [

Year. P Total.

i Revenue,  Loan. |

1912-13
1913-14 ..
181415 ..

now come to the time when a Labour
Government came into power—

| Expenditure ; |
! from— ! |
Year ! .. Total, !

| Revenue, | Loan. | it
T | H |
£ | : !
1915-16 .. 135,145 i !
1916-17 L122.693 | : |
1917-18 . 98,122 | !
1918-19 . 101,410} : ‘
1919-20 .. 89.547 | »
1 G817 | 220,935 | > |
19 1- | 79,991 161,120 .
1922-2: I 96,008 164794 : ’60 502 |
|

I‘ seems to me that “when sorae gentlemen
on the cther side were on this s‘de of the
Chamber, they pointed out to the Govern-
ment of the day at that period what they
were prepared to do in the event of their
occupying the Treasury benches, They
pointed out how they would handle the
finances of this State, and how they would
undertake the construction of the rdﬂways
out of revenume. We find now proof posi-
tive that ther are using money for these
purposes from the Loan Trund.

The figure: 1 have quoted prove conclu-
sively the argument put forward by the hon.
member for Bnoggera that the Government
are working on a false foundation. It was
good enough to criticise the then Govern-
ment and recommend certain things when
shey sat in opposition.

That brings me fo a statement made by
an hon. member sitting on the Treasury
benches. He said that if his party were
sitting on this side of the Chamber they
could find fault with practically everything
and anything and oppose it.

Tho SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIc WoRES : I could

find fault with a good many things, too.
My, FANWELL: No doubt the hon.
gentleman could find fault with his own

political colleaguss if he liked. quits apart
from me—a member of the Opposition.

I do not feel disposed to let a vote such
#: this pass without cntering my protest
against the system that is In operation in
the Works Department, notwithstanding the
fact that it is the policy of the Government.
I refer to the system of day labour as againsg
contract.

A GovERNMENT MEMBER:
sewerage works?

What about the

Mr. MAXWELL: I think the less said
avout sewerage works the better, I shall

leave that to someone else who is used to

[3r. Maxwell,

[ASSEMBIY

< 3
Seapply.

come {0
be evident
are pcraally
mey for the Government to set
ns s depariment fo compete against
themselvos, \thn the Minister boasts in
lis repors of the amount of money
i (mp»nmont cn {rovermment :
there is one thing he must not lose sight of.
and that is that he has entered into competi-

cetting  ivie  -ew When vou
consider the position, it must
number of business peopt»
- the n
de for thi

tion with a section of the people on whom
the Government ave leveing taxarion to be

uied for the purpose of killing them.

The SrcrezaRY ror Proire Worxs: Do you
suggest thai we want to kill people?
Mr. MAXWELL: So far as his Labour

principles ave concerned. I believe the hon.
gentleman would be quite prepared to wipe
our anv ndustry that h.ippuncd to be politi-
cally adverse to his opinion. I do not believe
for one moment that he would commit
murder, but if it were nccessary to remove
from his mhm of activity or eliminate the
unfortmmle ‘ hoss,” so that the hon. gentle-
man could have the whole of the work avail-
able, he would be prepared to carry out
the principles of the Labour party and do
so. One can quite understand that he would
not be in his present position if he were not
prepared to carry out the policy enunciated

by his pavtr.
I desire to draw attention to a statemont
made last night by the hon. member for

Warwick, If it is & question of spending
a 010211 r amount of money in the country
witii a view to providing better equipm ent
and  betier housing, eor of underraking
similar expenditure in the city, pleelCI’le
sliould be given to the country. I do not
litke the Qemlmenta that are sometimes
expressed in the House pitting the country
against the CIU. If we are going to malke
Queensland  the ﬁnct State in the Com-
monwealth—as I really behmo it already is
—if it is to be developed to the utmost. we
must take n broadminded view of the posi-
tion, and do what is best in the interests of
the countr I realise at the same time that
i the capital city of the State, where we
have the seat of the (Jovﬁrnment it is abs s0-
quelv essential to have a certain amount of
expenditure. But when-the seat of Govern-
ment has had its activities attended ro. and
has had its varions offices pliced in proper
working order, there are other things to be
attended to. -
I find on anal
the Conzolidated
Fund, that
has received
The expenditure from

Revenue and the T.oan
South Brisbanoe,

from
f.oan
and not the ¢l
amount of moncey.

sipng the expenditure
Revenue and the
the country,
]}JC grearey

the Consolidaterd
Fund in Brisbhanc,
and suburbs has been—

Public Buildings. furniture. and £
firtings - 5,403
Lrection, repairs, cre 120,735
Schools 12.038
Making a grand totsl for the
citr of ... ... £135.220

Just let us have a lock at what the country
has received. 1 do not think it is necessary
for me again to emphasise the fact that I
am not objecting to this expendituve; if it is
essential. by all means let it be made. I
believe that we should spend more money
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is necessary to make the people in the
wiry contented and cowfortable.

Expenditure hom the € snsolidated Revenue
and the Loen Fund ju the counryy has been--

if it
20

£
Public buildings, furnivare, o
fittings . ‘5.4;5?
Lrection, repairs, ote. .. 84115
Schools . . 84,173

Making a total for the country
of ... ... £170,785

It will thus be seen thm £170,785 has been
vxpended in the country, as against £138,230
in the town.

1 am quoting these {igures so that there will
Le no disputing that the city is not reeciving
wreater reeognition than the country.

The Department of Public Works is now
boeoming a great spending department, and
it is the dut\ ol every member of this Com-

nittee to secure the ‘greatest possible infor-
mation in connection with the buildings that
are going on—as to the anticipated cost
of the buildings; and u#lso as to what the
buildings are actually costing. Irrespective
of the policy of the Labour party, an oppor-
tunity should be given 1o some of the tax-
payers of this State—the men who are find-
ing the money for the Government to spend
—fo submit cstimates in competition with
the officers of the department. 1f the
builders outside are not competent to com-
pete with the officers of the department, I
um not going to stand in the way., 1 say
by all means let the officers of the depart-
ment do the work; bui let them all tender
on the same plans and specification. If that
i done, nobody can find fault. as a fair deal
will be given, not only to the builders who
employ a large number of men, but also to
the public whom we represent.

The SecrErARY ror PUsBLIC WoORkS: Men
have to be employed on the job whether
it is done by contract or by day labour.

Mr. MAXWELYL : We have heard a good
deal of talk about the shortage of labour
in Brisbane to-day. I say, and I emphasise
it, that it is the duty of the Government to
covern and not to trade. The Government
have no right to enter into COIanflt‘()n with
a scction of the taxpayers of this State. Al
oue has to do is to analyse the depart-
i sental report to sce the number of Acts that
the Secretary for Public Works hss to
administer.  According to page 5 of the
veport, he has to administer the Industrial
Aibltmhon Acts, 1616 to 1923; the Unem-
ored Workers’” Insurance Act of 1922; the
Frctories and Shops Acts, 1900-1922; the
Inzpection of Machinery Acts of 1915; the
leputmn of Scaffolding Act of 1915; the
Workers’” Homes Acts, 1919 {o 1922; the
workers”  dwellings ~ction of the State
Ldvances Act of 1916; the Labour Exchanges
Act of 1815; the Workers' Accommodation
Acts, 1915 to 1921; the Ilectric Light and
Power Act of 1896; the \Ieﬂopoht(xn Water
Supply and Sewerage Acts, 1909-1921; the
Gas Act of 1916; the Trade Union Act of

1915; the Weights and Measures Acts. 1906
to 1812; the Cairns Hydro-Electric Power

I]\o‘:tlgatlon Board Act of 19227 and the
Water Power Act of 1922, And the hon.
gentleman is tabling more Bills with octopus
tentacles to try and securc control of other
things.

The SECRETARY FOR Prsric W ORKS :
did not quote them all.
Enterprises Act.

You
There is the State
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Ir. MAXWELL: I know about that, bub
nn Chairman would bring me up with a
vound turn if 1 dealt with that. It has been
such a bungle that one does not need to
miention it. One would imagine that with
such o conglomeraiion of matters to attend
o, the hon. gentleman would have had quite
“ient 1o do without entering into com-
ion with o section of the taxpayers.
Notwithstanding all that, the hon. gentleman
will not give an opportunity to the builders
of thiz community to make estimates or
submit tenders for work in connection with
bas depavtment, owing to the principle that
has been cnunciated b; his party that day

labour must cbtain. After an experience
practically of a lifetime, I tell the hon. gen-
tleman that day labour is a farce and a
failure  under  Government or under
municipal control.

The SECRETARY YOR PUsrLic Works: Tell us
something  about the Warrnambool break-
water.  That was a contract job.

Mr. MAXWELL: There is no need to
telt the hon. gentleman anything about that.
We need not go to W axrnambool There are
any amount of bungles here, \\nhout going as
far as War rnamboo, and the hou. ncntloman

ought to be the last inan to talk about
bun"‘](‘\
The Srerrtany For PUBLIC LANDS: What

about the tunnels on the Cairns railway ?

Mr. MAXWELL: I know nothing about
the wrongs that have taken place there. I
am dee ]111Or with the condition of affairs as
they exist to-day. The hon. gentleman and
his colleagues know full well that these
niist 1Lc are oceurring  repeatedly, but
almpl because it is the puhcv of the Govern-
ment, they <till perpetuate them. I want to
unph asise that point.

The SEcReraky ror Pusric Lixps: The
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage
Board ave net too sure about the contract
system,

Mr. MAXWELL

gentlen

I would advise the hon.
i not to say anything about the
Water and Sewe rage Joard and the work
wh lias Lv(‘u done by them—I am not
going 1o be drawn into that matter. The
hon. gentleman knows that an expert was
bwurrht up from the South to advise as to
the best means to adopt in regard to ths
sawerage tem, and he recommended the
contract tem. If hon. members opposite
want work done for themseclves, we know
that they let it out by contract, if they do
110( do 1t themselves.  They are not going

» allow this pernicious system of day labour
10 eiter their own ham

The SECRETARY ToT PI‘BIF Laxns: Why
i~ the Metropolitan Water Supply  and
swerage Board revertiug to day labour on
118 wo v

Mr. MANWELL:

expored,

That matter has been

The BECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC LAXDs: It is
not a Labour hoard.
My, MANWELL: I know it is nct a

Labour boavd.
The SrcrETARY
a Tory board.
Mr. MANXWELL: I am aware of what
the hon. gentleman refers to and also of a
lot of other things, but I am not going to
tell the hon. Ocntle'nan about them.

The SecrETARY rOR Praric Lavps:
keep them dark

ror Pusric Laxps: It is

Why

Mr. Maxwell.]
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Alr. MLANWII

;
h
to which [ want ro draw the

atrention of

h moembers — i in connection with
the old in Brisbane, the osti-

T
. ring which was £2,687.
noan application was made by the Trade
Uniones for the vewaval of the hall to another
<it+‘ stated that, owing to the unsafe
the building. it was absolutely
to another site. Aly
if that b ml«{m r vwas unsafe
the Trade Unions—
now. That savours
very fish=. and is something
scme inquirs. It is good
\\'mkm Iiducation As=socia-
vral Council, and the

ion is thar,
GLeaTant
Tately ansafe

it s
of =omcthing
which
enough
tion. the

1or

Teachers’ aining bodego. but it was not
good encugh for the Trade Unions.

Mr. Peasr: They are men of weight
{Laughter.)

My, MAXWELL: That is more than I

can sav of the hon. member—he is a feather-
weight. (Laucghter.) I want to know why
theve should be thar much waste and extra-
vagancs upon » building such as that, after
what wo have heard on the floor of this
Chamber and elsewhere to the effect that the
building was in um*”‘i\r owing 1o the raibway
1 1, and would have to be removed

purposes. 1 would like to have
soine esplanation on thar point.
The SECRETARY Preric Worxs: You

should nave discussed that on the Railway
Estimatos,

AMr. MAXWEL
this vor

The 3E2CRETARY FOR P Works: It has
nothing to do with this wore.

Mr. ZIAXWELL: I know that the hon.
gentiessn has no intention of side-tracking
anything. aund villing 1o give all the
information he possibly.can; but if T cannot
gut the i mation here, I will get it in

ancrher place.

As tevching the ameunt of wmonev which
is being spent in the cities as compared with
the mnt which 1s baing exvended in the
eountry, I would draw attention
to the crection of the Hamilton
cold stores, which we know very
well are going to be used by the primary
producers of the State. Ivery opportunity
and overy armrv should he offmod to the
primary producers to conduct their business
ander the most favceuravle conditions, but
the question has heen raised by experts as
to whether a wrong was not doue by the
Minister in charge of the Department of
Agriculinre ar the time in placing the stores
in the poesitdon in which they are being
built.

T should like alee to refer to the deplor-
able condition of some of our public build-
i I have in mind, for instance, the
Supreme Court building, which I mentioned

4 pom.]

on the Estimutes last vear. TUnless the
Minister takes that building in haud and

paints it he will have to_zerep
m to the Treasurs Build-
ing, which badly requives « rtcnh(‘n I think
it was Wellineton who ,:aiﬂ.. ‘ Theve is one
thing above all others vou need to do, and
that 1s to look well to vour front.” There
is no necessity to go inside the Treasury
Buildings, or many “other public bmldmgs
to realisc the necessity for some attention.
Let the Government look well to the front

[Mr. Maxwell.

repairs and
it, I also refer

[ASSEMBLY.]
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of their buildin in the interest of their
]‘r@'\orvatlou and keeping them up to date,
Althoueh T (m not want ro work the parizsh
pump, I must deal with some of the schools
m my electovare. I vefer particularly to the
{aringa school, which, as the Minister well

knows, as rough as an alligator’s back.
Something should be done for the painting
of that srheel. Some work at the Toowong
school also 1s necessary, and, although 1.
netice thar twenty-one new schools have

heen erceted in and around Brisbane. T would
take this opporcunity of bringing under the
notice of the hon. gentleman the neced for
a new school at Aucheuflower.

The bell indicated that the hon.
time had expired.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): 1T would like
the Minister. when replying, to give us
some idea a5 to the reason for the reduction
in the item for the Architectural Branch.
I am aware of the good work that this
branch has been able o do in the prepara-
tion of plans, and I should like to know
whether the reduction in the vote means
that ¢he ofﬁce will not be as efficient and
as capable of carrving on the work as in
the past. I think that we can sayv that
the branch has been able to prepare plans
to which nobodv could take exception. I
have no (Dl]l]‘]ﬂlllf to make about the work
it hasz donn for buildings in my electorate.
In view of the time that it sometimes takes
to get draftsmen on to a parvticular jolr
oue would think that it would be necessary
ro put on additional draftsmen rather than
docrease the number.

Another matier to which I would like the
hon. gentleman to give same attention when

Iving is whether it would not he po
to utilise the services ¢f the building tr
annrentices of his depariment in the drafting
office for. sav. six months of their appren-
iceshin, to give them a chance to learn
somothing of the work that goes on there
Not only wonl:dl such a practice teach them
about the drafting werk., but it would also
make them better tradesmen.

The SecrerarY For PUBLic WORKS :
is a very gocd idea. T will go into it.

Mr. GLEDSON: It would help the bors,
and they would be able to read plans very
much better and become very much better
workmen than otherwise. )

Another item on which I would like some
informarion is the vote of £700 as a grant
to the Clairns Hvdro-Electric Power Investi-
gation Board. Is that a pvi\‘atﬂ board, or
is it under the direction of the Government?

The SEcretary FOrR PrsLic Womrks: It is
estahlished under the Act passed last session,
and is appointed by the leecal authorities.

member’s

That

Mr. GLEDSOXN: It was a matter I was
not very sure about. The hon. member

for Toowong certainly championed the cause

of the master hbuilders of the State this
afternoon.  He took up pracricallv all his
rime in treing to sav something for them.

During the ecight or nine vears the Govern-
ment have been In office nobody has been
able to point the finger of scorn at any of
the works which they have e¢arried out,
whether by day labour or contract. That
cannot be said of the control by hon. mem-
bers opposite and theh friends. Pick up
any paper vou like and see what is going
on under some of the Governments. Talxe.
for instance. the inquirv which is going on
into the War Service Homes! ZLook at the
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Warrnamboo!l breakwatier case, or the build-
ing of the Commonwealth ships, and coni-
pare any of thew with the clean record of
this Govermment under the day labour
tem ! The most that can be said
{hat rem i that the workmen g
in the actual work may get too much—
Mry. YVoweLes: Do vou admit that?
AMr. GLEDSOXN: But it cannot be =aid
that anybody cenzaged in the work iz gotting
auyithine ont of 1t The members of the
Government and the members of the Oppo-

sition do net ger anytihing out of it. and
the onl- ones who eet anything out of it
are the men sctually engaged in the wo

fet Cm\tracfs for certain
work. and I supnose it could be done more
cheaply than by day labour: but vou know
that, when you came to examine it after-
wards, voun would find that vou had not got
the =ame celass of work, quite independently
of whether the specification was the srame or

Tt

We could cerviainds

Mr. Vowrrs: Is that not a commentary
on the lngpoctors?
\L GLEDSON: Tt iz not. An inspector

be on the job all tllo time. If so.
vou would need an army of inspectors to

iteh practivally  every job. and in that
case what would the cost to the department
be? It would include not only 1h: time of
the contractor himself but ths expense of the
other man watching him all the time. As
the hon. member for Bowen reminds me.
inspecrors  under previeus  Administrations
winked their eve at certain work that was
done. Ir was allowed to pass because the
inspectors were controlled by politicians, I
suppose—hy mmen who were controlied by

the contractors—practically  speaking—and
working in collusion with them.

What docs the hon. momber for Tocwong
say in conneetion with contract work with

bis business? Someone will come
say to him. ¢ Look at ihe state
this place is in.? The reply is, “ Oh. the
wind blew the paint off.”” (Oppesition
faughter.) Under the contract system work
can be turned out more cheaply, but the work
iz not as good as the work done under the
duv-labour tem. 1 am not golng to say
that overy job carrvied out under the day-
lubour system has been succeszfully  and
ecconomically accomplished. In certain in-
stances there maz have been things which
militated against the chance of the work
being done economically. Just as you require
good management in conunection with the
contract system, so you also require good
management in connection wicth the day-
Iabour svstem. The Labour Government have
initiated the policy of day labour in Queens-
land, and I say without fear of contradiction,
after thirtv-five years’ experience in Queens-
Iond under all syvstems of working—coutract.
day labour, and piecework—that work 1is
carried out. better under the dayv-labour
smstem with proper supervision aud proper
management than under any other system.
The hon. member for Toowong also
referred to the old Trades Hall, and said
that there was something in conncction with
it that savoured of somcthing verw fishy in
refation to the Department of Public Works.
That building. as everyone knows. is erected
aver the raﬂ“av line. The hon. gentleman
know* that theve is nothing fishy about the
tusiness.  The action in connecction with that
building was made public. As the building
was erected over the tunnel. the Railway

regpeet to
along and

wn
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Departmeni obtained a reperi on the matrer,
and as a vosulr of thar veport it v deemed
advisable to resmme the land so that the
building could be demolished and thus do
with such a w i en top of the

fway
tunnel.

M. : AMore
spent on the bmlmrm

AMr. GLEDSO The hon.
that the whol mattm‘ was thrashed out in
the Toand Courr. and reasons were given as
to why ihe bullding was to be derolished.
The whole of the procecdings were published
n the Pre The hon. member for Toowong
Ynows that, vet he conws inio this Chamber
end savs that the matier of the Trades Hall
Couneil being turned oot of their building
md having 1o go o the expense of crecting
a new building savoured of something iishy.
Tt 15 not that thai concern- the hen. member
at all.  All that concerns the hon. momber
(Wd his friends is that the Trades Iall

Couneil were able 1o obtain a site in Bris-
banc for the ercction of anothor Treades Hall.

Mr. Vowie They obtained a frechold,
too.

Mr. GLEDRON: The
Teowong and hiz friends would have liked
to drive the trade unions and the Trades
Hall Council out of Brisbane altovether and
put them semewhere where they would not
liave a place {0 meet in.

The CHAIRMAX: Order! I hope the
hon. gentleman will not pursue that line of
avgumett.

Mr. GLEDSON: T am aware that the hon,
member for Toowong was ner in order. and
I am not going to pursue that line of argu-
rent. Mr, Kirwan, now that vou inform me
that T am nof in order in doing
re other matters that T would U
upon. but perhaps I shall deal with them on
another voie.

Mr. MORGAN Murdldy: The hon, mem-
ber for Ipswich knows perfeetly well thas
even under the day-labour system the officers
in charge of the men have not full power
and authority. He knows that it is possible
for a huge cxpenditure to be incurred under
that w:tem without an adequate benefit being
received in veturn. It i just as p ible
for men emploved under tho (l:lx'labf)txr
system 1o vob the community as it is for
tnose cmployed under the contract system.
If you spe a man in the course of his work
wheeling only one barrow of muck when he
stould realix be wheeling two, it is quite
possible that that work will cost double
the amount that it should if the moen were
giving @ fair rteturn for the wages they
are receiving. The whole trouble is that
men will loaf on the Government just the
same as they will loaf on private contiractors
it they are allowed to do so. A great deal
depends on the oversecrs or the men in
charge of the different gan The trouble
fies in the fact that p(’lh’lp\ in some instances
those in charge of the different gangs are
ot supported by the Government or depart-
mental heads In regard to the
that take place. An overseer may dismiss a
man who i: a loafer. and the rest of the
men simply  down {ools and the overseer
reeceives no consideration from the depart-
reent.  The overseer will say that his bread
ard butter depends upon retaining his posi-
tion, in the same way as the worker’ bread
and butrer denends upon retaining his joh.
Unfortunately. when the overseer or gange=
in charge is not supported by the Minister

AMr. Morgan.]

money 1= being

memlor knows

hon. trmber for
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or the offivial hiead of the departmeont. he

saturally sove. ™ Why should I trouble? [
am going to tal: r,hu line of least resistance
and let the men do just as they desi
becaunse, if I do ntherwise. T am not g

to be backed up by the departmeont and I
twar be removed fo anmhm J(;b and the man
\\hom I have dismissed because he did not
give a fair return for the wages he reeeived
will be veinstated.”

Mro Pesse: That is a nice fairvy tale.

Mre. MORGAN: It is not a faivy fale. 1
have conversed with men in charge of gangs
in my own electorate and in other paris of
('u(‘on]mu in the same way as 1 wonld
izquire of any other person as to how things
are gomg on,

The SecrrTary ror PusLic Laxps: How
atve huge industries run under the day-labour
systern ?

Mr. Vowres:
supervision,

C Mr. MORGAN @ Under the contract svatem,
if a man is dismissed because he is not
giving a fair reiurn for his wa ’1[-1(‘“ the pevson
'upo sible for that dismissal is backed up
hy his employer.  Unfortunaiely, in many
ceses under the dav-labour syvstem—the Minis-
ter knows that what I am

Because there is sufficient

saylng is true—
such is not alwavs the case,

Me. Prast: You had better not say that
to the Meronolitan Water Supply  and
Mewerage Boawd,

Mr. MORGAN: We know that, when a
man is dismissed, other men will down tools

and go on strike.

The SrereTsrY ror PusLic \\ ORKS
pever reinstared a man who has I) or
dismissed.

Mr. Vowrrs:
far,

A, AMIORGAN
then reinsrated,
life miserable,

T have
Justly
The matter never got that
If a man is sacked and is
the men make the ganger
i and eventually thai gsnger
has to consent to a transier or is tmmfoucd
and it is stated that it is done b»\mmo he
cannot et on with the men emploved under
him. That is why the dayv-labonr svstem
carrvied on by the Government iz not as
satisfactory as 1t would be under other
clreumsrances,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
worknmen will not be exploited.

Mr. MORGAN: It is
exploitation,

The Secrersary vor Praoic Laxbs: I s
exploitation of muscles and sinews.

Mr. MORGAXN : The Seceretary for Publie
Lands knows that often in a gang of ien
men perhaps one will be found who will loaf
on his companions. He wants his fellow
“'(,»11\()1‘ to do his share of the work too.

The SECRETARY FOR DUsric Laxps: They
have to do that under our :ocml systent.
What will that man have to do—starve?

Mr. MORGAN: I have known in gangs
of five or six men who have combined to
carry on ringbarking that where one of the
number iz not domg his fair share of the
work the others insist upon him leaving,
because he is loafing and compelling them

The

not a matter of

to do some of the work that he should
reasonably De expected to do.
The SECRETARY FOR Pusric Laxps: What

would vou do with that ¢l

Alr. MORGAN : AVould it not be better to
give him a pension, if necessary. rather than
allow him te cause disturbance amongst his

[Mr. Morgan.

sz of man?
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work miates?  The hon. gentleman, who ha
had experience among gangs of men, knows
that one man can cause atisfacrion among
mauy good workers and have a g
in a stare of turmoil. It is that
that Governmoent officials have to

conitend
with in the employment of men under the

day-labeur system. T would hke to read a
short (\\tﬂ(t from the rveport of My, Rmith,
the officer in charge of the State Advances
Corporation. This is only one of many
examples that has managed to get into prin
in favour of the contract svstem, and pos-
sibly it has escaped the notice of the Govern-
ment. My, Smith states—

The difference  between  the total
amonnr approved and the amount actu-
alls paid is accounted for by the contract
price being less than draft estimates”

That is one «f the points that Mr. Smith
malees in his report.
The Secrerary For Pusric Womrws: Thar

is very ca-ily explained.

Mr. MORGAN : It is very casily explained,
but it shiows that a certain amount of mouney
had been approved of for the evection of
cortain dwellings, and that, when tenders
were called for. the prices quoted were less
than the esiimates.

The Secrerary vor Prpric Worss: In a
good many ca they are more. The depart-
ment approves of a certain fixed amount. and
the price mav be more or it may be less. I
approve of them almost every dax.

AMr. MORGAXN: There is a difference
hetween the estimates and the contract prie
hetween 1910 and 1923 of over £500.000, and
Mr. Smith, in esplaining that, gave the
reason that I have just quoted. That is one
illustration from avn officer of the departments

which. in that period. has spent ov:
£2.000.000. and apparently saved ove
£500.000, bLeecause the contract prices were

less than the estiwates placed on the work
by Government offizials.  The peculiar point
is that this iz claimed as a profit. Under the
Government method of working theyv sax

because of this fact, ihat from 1910 to 1512z
there has been a saving by entering into con-
fracts of over £500,000. Had the Government
official estimated the cost of certain buildings
at £2,000,000. and then afterwards it was
found that the work was done for £500,000
less, the Government would have said, ¢ Look
at what we have saved by the dayv-labour
svatem,  We have saved £500.000 for the
publie.”” This report shows that the Govern-
ment saved £500.000 for the people of Queens-
land. TIf that saving had heen effected under
day labour, the Government members would
have had the fact emblazoned in big letters,
and  Government members  would have
asserted that day labour had been. proved to
be ever so much Dbetter than the contract
svstem. as it had saved in that period
£500.000 in building homes for the workers.
We have endeavoured in the past to induce
the Government. before proceeding with day-
labour work under their own officers on esti-
mates preparved by their own officials. to have

the estimates checked by some person inde-
pendent of the department. If the work was
carried out at a cost below the estimate, then
credit could be taken for effecting a saving.
We know that Government officials do not
want to put too Jow an estimate on works,
and that thev leave a margin: and if the
work iz completed for Jess than the estimated
cost, they claim to have saved so much
money, - We have onc huge illusiration to
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show what these estimates are worth. Hon,
menthers opposite t(ul\ of what has happened
at Wairnambool and in other parts of Vie-
toria, but we neced only refer to what has
happened ar the Inkerman lrrigation works,
Sume day we may hi ¢ g commission of
mgu! mto the experdituve connerted with
the Inkerman i 1101l wor It mav be
ubs nutol\ necessary. but we know that those
works are coing to cost 200 ner cent. more
than the actual estimate of the Government
ofticials. Is thar uot scandalous? If that
had cceurred in any other State, a commis-
sion of inquiry would have been appointed
to fix the responsibility for the discrepancy.
[ belicve that even the hon. member for
Bowen, who represents that avea, will in the
future be among those who will demand an
inquiry to find aut who blundered, and some-
one has blundered misevably.  Someone has
proved definitely that he was not capable for
the job he undertook. The people interested
at Inkerman will probably be saddled with
thar expenditure. I could mention other
instances if T desived, but it is no usc wast-
ing the time of the Commiitee. An hon.
member has pointed out that there has heen
no seandal; but there has been no scandal
bhecause o commission of inquiry has been
appoinred. We shall discover eventually by
whom the huge blunder there has been per-
petrated.  These officials are suppesed to be
experts, and to be able to give the Govern-
ment the (‘\pm r knowledge to enable them
1o proceed with the work of construction.

AMp. ¥erry: The blunderers may
the jub altogether.

Mr. MORGAN: That mar be so; but it
just @oex to show how the Government are
dopendent entivels on officials and on what
ther call expert advice. I do not think that
expert advice always Is altogether satizfac-
tory.  We have had & grear number of their
cstimates in conuection with the dnlmtmont
bur I venture to s that, if some of those
Hﬁl(lﬂl bad to go out into the world and sab-
on that expert advice, they would not be
able to do s0. We are spending hundreds of
thousandz: of pounds based on information
supposed to be supplied by experts.  The
vesult iz rhat we are losing an enormous
amounr of moner, and nothing is done in
connection with the blunders oceasioned by
this so-called advice.

T want to complain about the dilapidated
condition of public buildings in the country
districts. These buildings badlv neod mpaus
and painting. In some cases repairs are
necessary to prevent them from becoming
dangerous.  Schools in all parts of wmy elec-
torate require atrention. and a great number
of them have not been painted for fourteen
vears, and dav by dav the exposure of the
bhuildings to the weather is causing destrue-
tion. If they had been painted a year ago
it would have saved monev to the depart-
ment and inerveased their life considerably.
The Government, through lack of funds, so
they say. are not able to paint these build-
ings or venew flooring boards where neces-
sary, with the vesult that many of them are
going to rack and ruin. Although the
Government plead that they have ne money
for 1his work, thev are constructing a huge
building at the corner of Queen and George
streets estimated to cost £230,000.

Perhaps we shall find before the work is

be out of

complefed that another huge blunder has
beent made: the Government will sav thut the
work undertaken during a hcom period
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when overs and that.

thing was dear:

to this fact, it will cost £50,000 or £100. 00"
more than was cstimated.  As a (m}nuy
rept "1'1‘111\0 I desive to enter my cmphatic

provest the Government going on
with the expenditure of over £230, CDO in the
contrs of BB 1l~1 yane on a building which could
have been done without for another ten
vears. Part of that money could have been
~ponr in the couniry disiviets in providing
scuonls and other buildings. That building
may onhance the value of property in and
around Queen  street. It mav  be  verr
attractive, and, when people visit Brisbane,
Labour supporters will sav, * Look at the
beautiful edifice tlmr has boen built by the
Labour Governms-nt.” It may be l)uumtu]
to look at and it mayx b“ useful from a certain
point of view. but it is not going to add one
shilliug o thc producing capacity of the
Srate. Ilad the Government authorised the
expenditure of the £230, 000 on water conser-
vation in diff rent parts of our drought-
sivicken State, it would have added enor-
mously to our revenue and ro the productive
qualitics of the Jand. The Government ave
spending that £220.000 at a time when ther»
1% 1o necessity to do 80, hecanse there 15 no
unemplovment in that class of trade. Work
of that class is boowing, and jt i« difficult

to ger cmplovees. T understand  that the
(‘mt-l muent cannot g t sufficient men to go
on wirth and com}lnto the work., It means

that th: machinery, cte., appertaining to that
building is ot dmno the amount of work ir
would be doing if a greater number of men
wors ("ll]l]()\(‘d and that is adding to th-
cost of the structuve,

The Govornment are not giving the couutry

neople fair deal in regard to the construc-
tion of schools and other buildings in the
cutlying portions of the State. I v ferred
last sewsion 1o the dilapidated condition of
the Coondiwindi school. The fence was

falline down, and one would have thought
that it belonged 1o some institution or persomt
who vas iusolvent. T said it was disgracefal.
The Secretavy for Public Works stat-d that
the work had been approved of and would
be gone on with. T informed him that I had
received thai sort of information for the
the las* three or four vears, and I received
this veply—

“ Seeretary for Public Wor The
Minister in charge of this department is
nov telling you that the work has been
aprroved of and will be done.

“ Mr, Moreax: Will it be done within
the next five vears?”

I asked that because I was suspicious and
thought that it woeuld not be gone on with.

“ The Sceretary for Public Works: It
will be done this year.

¢ Mr. Moreax: I am vory plrased to
know that. Tt is something definite.”

I was quite overjoved that the “Minister had
made Hm definite statcment that the work
would be gone on with within the next six
months. Twelve months have passed, and it
has not vet been gonce on with.

The SECRETARY TOR I’TsLIc Womks: Why
do vou not quote the mplv that I gave to
vour question this year? You asked a ques-
tion this session boalmcr upon that school,
and T gave vou a certain 1op1y. You are
quoting from * IMansard” of last vear.

Alr. MORGAN: T quoted my quo~t10n on
this matter, and the hon. genfleman’s reply
to the quesiion this vear was that the work

Mr. Morgan.]
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was to be gone on with, or somnething to
that cffect

The BECRETARY FOR Preric Works: I will
give it to rou when I get up.

Mr. MORGAN: I hope you do. It is
similar to the question I have quoted, I
mentioned  that  the Goondiwindi school

that the tieacher's
in a dilapidated
ster said  that it

and
were
3in

required
rosidencea
condition,

painting
and fence
and  the

would be gon: on with in six months.

‘The SECRETARY For Pustic Works: What
“ Hansard” ave you quoting from”

My, MORGAN: © Hansard” of 1922. I

veceived a letter to-day stating that the work
wiil be undertaken by the Dopartment of
Public Works ismediatelv. 1 am very
plewsed, although there has been a delay of
twelve months, to have this reply from the
department. T cuir honesily tell the Ministor
that the school at present is an absolute
ace.

I wish again to emphasise the fact that I
am a strong bellever in local work being
given to lecal workers. The Sceretary for
Public Works told me last vear that he was
adoptiug a ent of that kind. I think that
It is a cryiug shame to have timber sent out
to Charleville or Roma when a sawmill with-
in a few miles of the locality could supply
the class, of timber required. It is also a
shame thar men should be sent 100 or 200
miles to do a job when local men capable
of doing the work are available. The adop-
tion of my suggestion would save all the
travelling expenses to and from the work.
I think the local man s entitled to the job.
If you are going to encourage carpenters.
plumbers, and painters to live in our country
towns they should get priorite over city men
when the Governmont vequire a job carried
out in their locality.

Me. W, Coorer: That is done.

Mr. MORGAN : Tt is not done generally,
though T believe the position has beon
improved fo some extent. I think there is

=4

room for still greater improvement. The
Minister reprisents a country constituency,

and he must acknowledge that the workers in

the country should get any work going,
provided they are capable of doing it and

are prepared to car
as the man in the ciiv.

The SecreTarY ror Pusic Works: So long
as there are local men who are qualified to
do the work, they get it.

Mr. MORGAN: I am
know that,
done.

The SECRETARY rom PrTBLIC Works: If youn

can quote a case where a foreman has refused
to employ & local man when he was qualified
to do the job, I will deal with i,
. Mr. MORGAN: It is not only a case of
jobs upon which foremen are emploved. Tt
may be a case of a small cxpenditure of £10.
There may not be anv foremen, but the
Department of Public Works may decide to
send a man up from, say, Dalby, to some
town in my electorate. )

The SECRETARY TOR Prsnic Works : They
are not supposed to do that. In a small job
such as that it is suppesed to be eiven to a
man in the locality. -

Mr. MORGAN: I am very pleased to
know that, and I hope that will alwavys be
done in the future. :

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon, W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): I think

[Mr. Morgan.

it out as reasonably

very

pleased to
but I do not think

it is always
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it would not be inopportune if I were to
voice a few remarks at rhis juncture. I
hrve listened with a great deal of attention
to the speeches that have been made since I
first moved the vote. I intend to deal with
one or two matters in connection with the
criticism that has been lovelled against the
department in regard to requests that have
been made by various hon. members.

Before going on to deal with the general
vote, T wish to say & few words connected
with the speech made by the hon. member
for RJurilla. He referred to the (Goondi-
windi school, and quoted the *“ Hansard ”
debates of last vear. The quotation was per-
fectls correct, and I asked the hon. member
to quote my reply to the question he asked
a fow weeks ago, which would have explained
the whole position. He did not give the
cuotation. because he did not have it with
bim, and I now quote the reply which I
gave then, On the Ist August, Mr. Morgan,
pursuant to notice, asked the Secretary for
Public Works—

“Will he explain why the work of
repaiving the fence around the State
school at Goondiwindi has not been pro-
ceeded  with, in view of the definite
promize given to the House last session
that the work would be gone on with
immediately ?

‘““ Answer: The fence was not men-
tioned cither by the honourable member
or myvself. The question of additions and
repairs was submitted to the Department
of Public Instruction, who recommended
as follows:—

{1) No action regarding additions.
(2) Expenditure upon fencing be
further considered when funds are
available.” ]
Following on that minute, quite recently
funds were made available and the work
was approved of. and it went through the
Executive Council to-day. The reason why
the work was not done last vear was due to
the minute which I have quoted and which
came from the Department of Public Instruc-
tion. Hon. members must understand that my
department does not iaitiate work for other
departments. That is to say, we only erect
buildings, make additions, or carry on
cxtensive repairs when asked to do so by
the department concerned and when funds
are available. It is quite true, of course,
that the Works Department controls the
vote, and when more jobs are approved, say,
by the Deparvtment of Public Instruction
than funds are available for, then I have to
go into the matter and allocate the expendi-
ture to the works which, according to the
veports of my inspectors, are considered to be
most urgent. That is done on the informa-
tion supplied by both departments,

During the past year the operations of the
department have been very exteusive. The
hon. member for Toowong quoted the
number of Acts administered by the depart-
ment. and he pointed out that they are very
considerable. That is quite true. It is the
Works Department; and a good deal of
work has to be done in the department, so
that its name is quite appropriate.

With regard to buildings, we carried out
4,703 works last year. That includes both
major and minor operations. The aggregate
estimates amounted to £139.683. and the
actual cost was £128,819. showing an aggre-
gate saving on the Kstimates of £10.864.
Nine hundred and six jobs showed an excess
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cost on the s timate. and 1,803 iobs showed a
saving on the estimate. It has been argued
that these cstimates are not based on actual
costs, It has been suggested by various
Spl)ﬂle‘l' J[ll'\[ ouy T"Hl Of Obtlﬂl&tl‘\r"
cnables the officers of the department to fix
any estimate they like, and following the
vatural human bent, they err. if at all, on th
cafe side. 1 challeage any mempber of Ih]:

Committee 1o ¢o to the Department of
Public Worls and go into the costing and
estimating system that is carried out in the
department, and then show auy private firms
in oxistence in Queensland which heve betrer
¢rstoms.  The hon. member for Funoggera.
when speaking last night. was fair enough
to say that he took the opportunity DMMr.
Quinn afforded him ef going into the costing
system of the department, and he has Dmhmv
but praise for the system. The costing and
estimating system of the department is most
complete and estimates are prepared on the
basis of known cost.

Mr. MoRrGax: As laymen we cannot tell
whether the system is good or bad.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Bring anyone you like along with vou—
bring any master builder you “like. and ask
him to go into the matter. No fault can be
found with our system of costing. A further
suggestion has been made that the men who
have been responsible for carryving out the
work made the estimate. Nothing could be
further from the truth. The cstimating and
-costing branch is quite separate from the
branch that actually carries out the work.

Mr. Corstr: Nobody suggested that it was
not.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
There iz, therefove, absolulely no truth in
the suggestion made by hon. members oppo-
site that estimates could in effect be
“cooked” to suit the requirements of the
individuals concerned.

Mr. Comrser: So they arve.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC WORKS:
A man who wmakes an mtouection of that
kind can only be regarded as an irresponsible
person who will make any kind of statement
whatsoever, if by so doing he can throw a
tittle dirt at the party to which he is
politically opposed.

Mr. CorseR: You don’t like the truth.

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
he hon. member may interject as much ax

hg likes. It is well kuown that he makes the
most lrrespomxble statements of any member
of this House., and he can be correctly
described as the corner man in the Comntry
party Christy Minstrel show.

Mr. Corser: It is so true that you don’t
like it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
His interjections and statements arc quite
out of keeping with the dignity of a man
who occupies the position of deputv leader
of any party. If any hon. member makes
false statements in this House

Mr. ComsErR: Ther are not false
ments.
_The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
It is my duty to defend the honour of the
officers of my department with everv ounce
of energy in my power.

Mr. CorserR: Every allowance is made so
that the estimates shall not be exceeded.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

The hon. member for Wynnum last night,

state-
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sing himself to this vote, did not
indulge in the kind of wild statements made
by the Lon. member for Burnett. He asked
for a good deal of information which be has
a 11ght to receive, and which, in the public
irterests. should be given, and shall now
deal with the inquiries made by that hon.
mernber and several other hon. members who
have applied themselves seriously to the
question.

The first building mentioned was the Trea-
SUEF Bulhhlm The approximate cstimated
cost of that bmldmg is £230.000. That iz a
building that should have been completed
leng ago, and it is rather a pity that it was
not COlﬂ")l( ed when building costs were less
than they arc st the present time. However,
the Government requires more space fot
(}overnmonl aflices und it is better business
to have our own buile I rorent
to ther people. Thdr is the reason why the
Treasury Building is being gone on with.
When we come to the pmncular vote con-
erned, if so desired I will give the amount
paid in rents and the buildings involved.
The reason why the building is being pro-
ceeded with now is because of a request pre-
ferred on the part of the Commonwealth
Government for additional space for the
Savings Bank. They are tenants of the
Department of Public Works in George
street, and they preferred a request to the
Queensland (zmonlmont to give them addi-
tional premises, and decided to take the
whole of the ground floor of the wing now
under construction. Since then the pohcv
of the Commonwealth Bank has been altered
somewhat, and I understand they intend to
bvild themselves, and some time ago they

1sked permission to withdraw from the con-
tmct for the renting of these premises.
That, of course. we were prepared to grant,
because we can use the building ourselves to
full advantage, and no loss will be incurred
by this Government. The Commonwealth
Bank is advancing, under the terms of the
original agreement, the cost of the building
at a rate of interest we consider reasonable.

Mr. TAYLOR:
where they are?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
That I cannot say at the present time, but
they have definitely decided not to go into
the new premises.

Mr. MORGAN:
built before.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORXKS
There is no doubt about that. As I men-
tioned a little while ago, it is unfortunate
that the most important corner of that very
handsome building was not completed when
costs were much less than they are {o-day.

in addre

Do they intend to remain

It is a pity they were not

The cost of building iz very heavy: but
can anyvone say that building costs are
likely to be less in the near future? They

are ned hlml" to be any less than they are
to-day if Queensland in the future is to
continue to progress. Thev have, of course,
come down (‘onsldemblv since the end of
the war. They have fluctuated considerably.
and we have been able to construct our build-
g¢ much cheaper than we could three
years ago, when they were very heavy.

It may be just as well to quote some of
es which have taken place in the
cost of building operations. I have here
a statement sho“mrr the increase in cost of
material from 1914 to 1923 in all classes
of material used in building construction or

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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double in cost
Q‘““’r\ilt stonce. fim-
el. and other things have
ably in price duving that

4

materials

are really
wsed o be.
iron and
sed conside

inere

pert The labour costs alzo have increasad,
and awse of that the ecost of building
in counection with the largest buildings in

the St

bheliove that the

has gone up (On,ld(l“l.)lf' I
Treasury Building is justi-
ficd from evers point of view 1T can give

figuves with rvegavrd io {he ront now
ng paid by my department for various
nremi in Brishane., The officials concerned
will Jater on occupy the new building, and
the amesny which is now being paid in rent,
and which is lA]\d\ ic increase, will pro-
bably pay interest on the cost of the build-
iug.  As I saidll no ome will payv rent if
It pavs an individual better

he carn avoid it
to borrow money to build a house than to

pav sont, and the same thing applies to the
Government. Tt is very likely that the
building will be completad at the apvroxi-

mate estimaic. provided, of course, that cests
ao nd fiuctuate too much in the next three

vesre, If coxfs remain in the vieinity of
thf they are to-day and unforcscen cir-
cumnstances do net arise. this work will be

ied out at the cost T have stated.

Reolvrence has been made to the Hamilton
“old Stores. The hon. member for Toowong.

in reply to an interjection of mine. said
that there had been blunders in Queens-
land in building construction similar  to
what has taken place at Warrnambool in
connection with the breakwater. Nothing
can be further fiom the trath than that.
No one can go io the Flamilton Cold Stores
and point cut any fault in the construction
of that edifice.  The building has been

inspected by engineers who have been here
on visits from other States, and they have
placed in wriring their commendation of the
work of this dop rtment  and  expressed
admiration for the excellence of the construc-
tion work carried out there. The building
kas taken much lenger to complete than was
estimated when it was first started That
is due to the fact that it was closed down
for a considerable period because the Govern-
ment had not the funds available tO carry on
the work. Iuat voas unfortunare. The Gov -
ment had to close down works of this nature
with a view to diverting the funds at their
disposal into more urgent channels.

Mr. Taveor: Ilow long were they closed
down ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I couid not say exactly. but it was for a
considerable period.  Since the wovk has
been restarted it has procceded uninter-
ruptedly, but there has been a delay on
account of lack of plasterers. We could
employ about three times more plasterers
than there are there. We are in the same
josition as anyone who erects a building of
that nature. The building only proceeds
at the pace which the men engaged in
carrying out the work are capable of.

Mr. Tavior: Will it go on to completion
without interruptrion now?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Yes, It will go right ahead. The first four
chambers, T understand. will be ready for
use about November. If the Department of
Agriculture, which controls this enterprise,
desives to have cold stores reads about the
end of November they will be available for
that purpose. The refrigerating rooms for

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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butter and cheese will be completzd, but the
grading rooms will not. However, they can
use the alleyways as is done now at Birt’s
and cisewhere.  The estimared cost of the
cold stores was £288,194, of which we have
expended 1o date .£2206,716. leaving an
unexpended balance of £61,448.

The hon. member for Wynnum referred to
the matter of corl hoard Just night. I am
satisfied that his information with regard to
that matter is somewhat hazy. Probably he
recoilected o statement made by an hon.
moember who is no longer in this Chamber.
A good deal of dispute took place about the
Government’s original  purchase of cork
board-—-258,000 superficial feet.  Statements
were made by that individual, who made no

attempi to verify them. that the material
was  faulty in quality and would not be
suitable for the purpose in view. Practically

the whole of that cork board has heen fixed
and the work carried out very sucessfully.
It has been quite sntisfactory to the Govern-
ment.  The quality and priee at the time
it was purchased were actory, and
exhaustive t made by ecxperts e very
favourable with regard to quali An
important point is th"‘( that cork board was
made in Queensland. Ir was a Quoenshnd
cnterprise newls started, and I make no
apologv for the Government’s encouraging
local industry of that kind.
GoveryyMENT MEMBERS : Hear, heav!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

7

Tt is the policy of the Government that,
where possible, when the material is of a
satisfactovy character, preference shall be

m\on to local indus I make no apology
for having made thaf purchase. A further
quantity has been purchased this zear of a
different size. The previous purchase was
289,000 superficial feet of 2-inch bhoard, and
sear another 14.000 super(icial foet of
board for other classes of work has
becn purchased at a cost of £700.
[5 p.m.] Of course the cost has come down
during the interval. The quality

of the material is perfectly satisfactory.
Most of it has been fixed in position '1nd

is giving good results.

I-inch

Now we come to the general statement
made hy the hon, member for Tinoggera,
who lashed himself almost into a passion
last night and said that he would not allow
any Minister to accuse him of misleading
the Committee. I am not aware of the
evact words I used last vear of wnich the
hon. member complained, but it has never
been my intention to hurt the feelings of
any hon. member, although. if he makes a
stafement not in accordance with facts or
voices opinions with which T do not agree,
then T shall reply with all the resources and
emphasiz at my disposal.

Mr. Kerso: You will
him?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Ves, and I will ““ deal it out” to the hon.
member whenever T feel it necessary, but
it wiil be done in a perfectly fair manner.
The contention of the hon. member for
Enoggera_last year—and he vepeats it this
vear—is that the Glovermment made a great
mistake in expending meney on public build-
ings from the Loan Fund. which he says was
a loglhmate charge against the Consolidated
Revenue. In short, he contends that. instead
of paying for schools and buildings of that
kind out of Loan Funds, we should do it out

deal it out” fo
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of revenue, Let me put the position before
the Committee clearly. It is the practice of
my depurtment to do new works and charge
the cost to Loan Fund Account, but the cost
of repairs and alterations and work of that
nature is charged to Revenue Account. I
consider that to be absolutely sound poliey.
If the idea voiced by the hon. member were
carried out, the Governmsnt would not be
able to do the works which it considers
neccssary.  Hon, members must bear in mind
that the life of these buildings, constructed
as we construct therm and with anything like
decenut maintenance, is anything from thirty
to forty vears. We have repaired buildings
recentls, and have been able, with slight
a,ddltlo']" to use material which had been up
for forty years.

Mr. K
fund ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
There is no sinking fund. The point I want
to deal with is: Inasmuch as the life of
these buildings czn ba reasonably put at
forty years, it is a fair thing to charge a
plopmhon of the cost each vear to the people
using them. Nobody m,n argue against that
propesition.  Why  should the people of
Queenzland of the present day be called upon
to bear the whole burden of public “01Ls
which will be used for decades to come?

The Lon. member for Nundah raises the
que-tion of the establishment of a sinking
fund. That i+ a separate issue entirely, and
should be dealt with when we come to the
Treasurer’s Istimates, I mrrreo that there
should be a sinking fund for all loan expen-
diture—it should not be confined to any one
department or to any ane class of work—
where the financial conditions of the day
permit it, But that has no bcaring on the
real point at issue here. If hon. ‘members
want to argue in favour of a sinking fund
for loan cxpenditure, they should do it w hen
Loan Rills arc hefore the HHouse. It is
perfectly connd to make the cost of public
buildings with an approximate life of forty
years a charge on Loan Funds, because, as 1
say, they will be used by the people for at
least four decades.

Now let mc deal with the expenditure of

50: Do you provide a sinking

my department from Loan and Revenuo
Accounts, taking school buildings as an
example—

Yeay. [ Loan. | Revenue. ' Total.

I

S ,,7,;777 S —— ‘
1915 L1 32,568 ‘ 54,822 87,330
1922 0 Ul sghRy | 15676 | 067260
1925 (Estimated) | 60,000 | 45,000 | 105000
Those additional costs are due to causes

with which I deait earlier in my speech, but
I contend that sxpenditure in that propor-
tion is quite sound.

The hon. wember for Enoggera dealt also
with the question of the staff. He said that
in 1914 the staff in the Chief Office connected
with works carried en out of revenue was
eighty-one, whereas to- day, when more work
is bﬂng carried out. it had dwindled to
sixtv-nine. Those are the exact words he
used. The hon. momber really ought to take
more pains to get at the facts before making
ctatements of that kind. A cursory glance at

Le departmental report does not justify his

[28 SEPTEMBER.]

muking such assertions,  The facts ave that
in 1914 the total staff of the Chief Office was
eighty-one. At present the total staff is
115, of whom si tronine are ) raid from revenue
and forty-six from loan. It is anticipated
that the rvatio of expenditure during this
financial year from loan and revenue will be
4 to 1, and it would be natural to assume
that the salavies of the persons cugaged in
the work would be charged in the same pro-
portion. The fact that the Government ave
charging the bulk of the salaries to revenue
indicates a cautious and sound financial
policy. The hon. member procceded to
show that in 1915 the salavies cost £3,000
more than in 1923. Ie has not observed
that in 1915 watchmén, motor-garage em-
ployees, and others were included in the
vote, whereas for the current year they arve
charged elsewhere—that is, under the votes
for ** Other buildings, works, and services ”
and “ Watching (Metropolitan District).” In
addition, in the current year the amount for
salavies ‘of officers of the Chief Office, includ-
ing contingencies, totalled £22,309. The sav-
ing of £3, 000 spoken of by the hon. member
is, the mforq ridiculous. I do not think I
need go any further in commenting on the
statements of the hon. member. I have not
worked out the percentages which the hon.
member gave and cannot say whether they
are accurate, but it will be quite easily
seen that the esxpenditure from Loan Fund
would be proporticnatels much greater than
rovenue, having regard to the total expendi-
ture of the Government.

Mr. Kerr: Noj; 1t is less.

Thn SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
We have the exponditure con the Treasury
Building block anﬂ onn the Hamilton Cold
Stores, and we have to pav an instalment
on the State Insurance Rauilding which. under
the C'ommonwealth Bank agreement, became
the property of the Cowmmonwealth Bank.
Later on they decided that they did not
require it, and the Government are purchas-
ing it at a cost of £150,000 by four annual
instalmenis: s=o that the expansion of the
loan expenditure jusfifies what I have said,
and I have indicated clearly that the con-
tentions of the hon. member for Enoggera
are quite unsound and cannct be logically
supported.

So long as Qucensland remains with a small
population it will be necessary to incur
c\pendlfuxe from Loan I‘unds for work of
this kind. All that ecan be asked of a
Gmelr'ment is that the loan expenditure be
kept within the means of the people, that
it be spent economically, and that full value
is received for the amount of money
expended.

Questions have also been asked about the
quarry purchased by the Government at
Helidon. That I consider to be one of the
Lest purchases that has been made for a
considerable time. I am satisfiod that the
guarry could be sold to-day for a much
arveater sum than we paid for it at the time.
Having regard to the cost of ecutting the
stone and Jandm'r it on the job, we are able
at the Treasury Buildings to show a sub-
stantial ssving on ihe lowest tender given
to us for the ~ur~pls‘ of this stone. The stone
is of three different kinds. It has been
tested by experts, and is found to be of
very high quality. The quarry was opened
up about thirty years ago, and some of the
stone used is in perfect condition to-day, the

Hon., W. Forgan Smith.]
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sharp corners and edges not having fretted

way in any manner whatever. The pur-
) L any I
chase price for that quarry was £2,500. It

enibraces 44 acres of land,
practically the whole of it.

Mr, I'\YLOR: How far Is it from the railivay
station?

The SECRETARY FOR PURL
Orvly about a mile and a-half. The figure 1
have quoted includes the cost of a railway
siding. We ave carrving the stone from the
guarry to the railway siding by motor truck,

with stone under

ICWORKS:

and it is loaded cn to the train there. The
cost 1s very small in that vespect. We have
expended £12,714—that includes the cost of

the quarry tiself—on machinery and buildings
that have had to be erected at the quarry.

Having regard to the actual cost of the stone
landed at the Treasury buildings, I am quite
satisfied that the purchase is one that is well
warranted and will be a very profitable enter-
prise in the future. Having regard to the
large quantity of stone available, we propose
to sell the stone to anyone who' requires it.

In connecction with the tenders being called
for the new Brisbane Town HaH—and I
understand for other buildings which 1t is
contemplated will be built of this stone in
the near future—my department is submitting
quolations for the supplying of this ctone
1f those buildings are proceed with, thele is
every chance of my department sceuring
orders for the stone required.

Mr. KrLso: A new State enterprise.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS:
You can call it a new State enterprise if
vou like. It is one that I am perfecily satis-
fied with, We are saving very considerably
per cubie foot on the stone at the present
time, and there is no reason why we should
not continue to do so.

Questions have also been asked with regard
to the operations of the Unemployed Workers
Tasurance Act and with regard to unemploy-
reent  generallv.  The hon. member for
Wynnum, speaking last night, would lead
ithe Committee to believe that in Queen»
jand there

is move unemployment under a
Labour Government than there is in any
otner State in the Commonwealth. These

sTaTCIIeNts are made from tnnn 1o time by
hon. members opposite, and I have had an
opporiunity of contradicting them before this
session.  Some hon. members opposite do
not care how often their statements are
disproved. They continue in a gay irrespon-
sible fashion to repeat them, thinking that,
if they do so often onouoh. people will
ccme ulumatelv o believe them Unemploy-
ment is the most souoa; social problem
¢ ing in the world to-day. Kvery country
in the world i faced with the unerap loved
problem, and it is a problem which is linked
up with the pro blem of the cconomic basis
of society itself. So long as society is carried
on on the existing ba“lb there will be unem-
ployment, and distress as the resuls of that
uuemployment. It is the purpese of this
Government and the party of which I have
the honour to be a member so to reorganise
scciety as to prevent the distress caused
by these recurring periods of uncmpb"ment
and prevent the poverty that is caused
thereby. I believe that a great deal can be
done in the direction of the better organisa-
tion of society, which will be of henefit to
mankind in general and relieve thc com-
nmunity of many of the ills that exist to-daz.
It is beeause of this that we hmo passed
the Unemployed Workers Insurance Act,

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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which i+ intended fo prevent pezopie who
are unemp loved through no fault of thoir
cwn from becoming destitute. Under that
Act persons in Queensiand ave insured. and
are able to obtain sustenance during periods
of unemployment. I am satisfied thar that
will be an advantuge to Queensiand and
will benefit the people who are intended to
be benefited thereby.

Without relyving on State official
regarding unemployment. it is interesring
to compare a table appearing on page 1001
of the Commonwealth  Official Year Buok ”
for 1914 with a table appearing on page 372
of the same publication for 1922. Those tables
snow the percentage of unemployment in the
different States of the Comunonwealth at
the end of the vears 1914 and 1921 respec-
tively. In the former the Quecensland per-
centage is shown as 17.7 per cont., Naw
Scuth Wales 6.9 per cent., and Victoria 14.1
per cent, That was in the last year in which
the Denham Government, of which the hon.
member for Wynnum was a member, was in
office. In that year the figure in Que-ns-
land was the highest in Australia—auicunt-
ing to the colossal figure of 17.7 per cent.
The total number of registered unemployed

statisties

persons In Queensland to-day is 2,131, The
persons who obtain benefits under the Unem-

ployed Workers Insurance Act must of neces-
¢ity register at the nearest labour exchange,
so that figure can be taken as a fairly
acourate index of the number of unemployed
in Queensland.

Mr. VOWLES:
urionists?

The SECRETARY FOR PU
That is closc on 1 per cent.
ot emplovable persons

Dces that include non-

BLICWORKS:
of the number
in the State. Accord-

ing to the last census returns, the number
of emplovable personz in Queensland is
21€,000.

Mr. Vowre Docs vour {igure mclude non-

rniohis don't the

question ?
The SECRETARY FOR PULLICWORK
Those figures show that the unemploy ul
reprosent 1 per cent. of the employ ¢1b]e popu-
lation.  Compare the [igures reg arding
anemployment in  Great Iutun. The
Ministry of Iabour in the latesmi gazctte
gives the total number of registered unzm-
ploved persons in Great Britain sud North
Ireland as 1.284,000, which is estimiated to

Why answer

you

be 10.5 pevr cenr. of the number of work-
people, whilst 60.000. or .5 per cont.. are
working systematic short tine. bhe
sCCn iha( there is a great differ orn

those flgures. I wse  these
hecause anti-Labour politicians, not only in
Australia but throughout the worid. have
continued to trounce Queensland wiin reg avd
to that subject. Only in vesterday * Tele-
graph”” there was published a cinle con-
wining o statement made in the N
Ireland Parliament by Siv Montazue Ba
that unemployment in Queensland i: wo

COMPALIIGI

A

than in eny part of the world. Yet only
1 per ccni. of the employable population of
Queensland is unemployed ax present
reme  as against 10.8 per cent. 1n Great

Britain and Northern Ireland.

Mr. KeLso: Don't vou think
have not registered?

The SECRFTARY FOR PUBLIC W(\RI
Anvence who iravels throughout Q&L.Mraua
to-day must realise that Queensland is in a
better pesition than any other State in the

that a lot
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Commonwealth with regard to this matter.
Qucmnhnd as o matter of fact, ix the onl»
Stare that has attempted 10 register th

unemployed, and dtt"mpwu to get the accu-

rate number of those who ave unomp]oyod
and available for work.,  Xvervone knows
that in Newcastle and all the mining aveas

of New South Wales and in Syduey there is
a vusy amount of m!onzplmmvm One has
only to look at the depurations that have
waited upon the Premicr of Victoria, Mr.
Lawson, and in the other Stares of the Com-
mouwecalth to realise that this problem exists
there also. I realise that there ix unemploy-
ment 1n Queensland. T sar definitely that it
it due to cconomic causes over which the
Government at the present time have no con-
trol. It is due to the cconomic factors which
operate in every so-called civilised country
in. the world to-day to a greater or lesser
extent. At the present time men are
employed only when their services are
required, and they are paid off immedrately
they are no longer required. It is my con-
tention that industry should be so organised
that work will be regularised and this social
evil cured. That is the principle on which
the TUnemployed Workers® Insurance Act

is based. Why should not men engaged in
carrving on the necessary services of the
communitv and necessary production Dbe
enable:l to live under «decent conditions?

Why should those people in periods of dull
trade. over which thev have no control. be
turned out on the strect and be allowed to
live in any wav that thev are able to do?
Under the Unemployed Workers’ Insurance
Act, those men are at least provided for to
a certain extent. I do not say the Act 13 a
means of remedying the economic cvils of
society as thov exist, bur I do sax that, under
that measure, men who arc unemployved
through no fault of thelr own will not be
allowed to become desti tuie, and will be able
to receive sustenance from the fund which
they have themselves helped to build up.

Mr. Tavror: You did not give the com-
parison with 1922,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I have been asked whether the amount of
the assessment would be sufficient to pay the
charge upon it. The Aer was drawn in a
very cautious ws I vealissl, when prepar-
ing the Bill, that it was desirable to proceed
cautiously, so that, when the scheme was put
into operation, it would have a reasonable
chance of sgccess. and, if necessary, could be
1mp10\ cd upon from time to time. T realized
that, 1f a Bill of a very ambirious characrer
was introduced, if that Bill did not operate
or was found to be financially unzound, great
harm would not only be canscd to the wethod
of dealing with the unemploved in Queens-
land, but it would react against reform in
other countries. Under that schemce the
employer and the emplorec interested each
pay 3d. per week. I was asked by the hon.
member for Wynnum whether that amount is
likely to be enough. I sav unhesitatingl
that it is. The income from the fund has
realised more than was expected. It is rather
interesting at this juncture to refer to state-
ments which were made by members of the
United party with regard to this matter dur-
ing the recent general elections and during
the Rockhampton br-election. Before I went
to Rockhampton, hon. members opposite had
been telling the people there that the assess-
ment would amount to at least 2:. 6d. in the

Supply.

During the recent clection,
Torry candidates for Parliament on eovery
possible occasion took the opportunity of
suggesting that immediately after the clee-
tion the assessment would have to be con-
siders wa increased. The assessments under
the Act were prepared by an actuary very
careful and the estimated revenue for the
‘u:t vear from the fund was set down at

£180.000. On the cxpenditure that was osti-
muated, it was considered that 9d. per week,
or 3d. from cach contributor, would be more
thau (\hough to mect the 1‘nqu]rement In
addition to that, in drafting the Bill I pro-
vided that the sustenance allowed would nog
Tie pryvable until the fund had a reserve of six
months’ pazments, so that there would always
be six months’ income in reserve. That pro-
vided for the financial stability of the fund.
As a matter of fact, the actual receipts from
the fund average at present about £18,000
per month. We have received contributions
to the fund by employers and employees from
1st March to 30th June amounting to £41,952.
The subsidy from the Government to the
fund for the vear ended 30th June. as pro-
vided by the statute, was £15,000. The anti-

£1 of wages paid.

cipated revenue for the curreni year is
2220,000.  Lxpenditure from the fund for
the year ended 30th June last amounted to
£1.155. The number of persons drawing
suitenance this week and the amount drawn
are—
Day Number, Payment,
. £ sod.
Monday .. e 26 i 4216 ©
Tuesday .. - 21 ; 29 11 0
Wednesday .. .. 36 54 3 0
Tharsday .. .. 3 50 0 O
Iriday .. .. .. 40 23 5 0
Total Lo 160 L1015 0
Those are the ligures for the metropolitan
area. The res for the country Jdistricts

are not available. It will be scen from the
figures I have quoted that we have ample
fuhd: in resorv? to meet all calls. T realise
that the first three months of the vear—
Javuary, February, and March—will be the
period when the greatest drain will be on
rhe fund. That is a time when men engaged
i the srasonal industries have to encoun-
ter the worst forms of unemployment. I am
satisfied, from the oper'xtmn) of the Act, that
it was a wise thing for Parliament to pass
it. and that it has heen in the interests of
the general community. It is interesting to
know that one authority, Professor Gumm. of
the Melbourne University, has spoken in the
highest possible terms of the Act. and recom-
mended that the Commonwealth Gov mnmont
should introduce a similar measure to apply
to all the States of the Comnn,mwnltn.

Mr. Tavror: That is what is wanted.
The SECRETARY FOR PURBLICWORKS:

I quite agree with the hon. member. 1 said
in oy second re cading speech on the Bill that
it ought fo be a Commonwoealth matter so
that the industries of Queensland would be
placed on the same footing as the indusiries
of the other States. When the Labour narty
become the Government of the Common-
weilth——

My, MAXWELL:
(T.aughter.)

I hope ther never will,

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
In the near future a sound measure of
reform of this kind will be made statutory
1n the Commionswealth.

Statements have been made by various

hon. members with regard to the dar-labeur
question,  This s a question which comes up
every time the Eastimates of the Wor

Depariment are und.r d on., It is ju
as well that it 1s o, because it is a ma
that affecers the public interest, and the public
are ertitled to know whether or not they are
gotting  value for the amount of money
expended.  The hen. member for Toowong
said, in 1‘10 course of his speech. that moem-
bers opposite—and he also referred to Go-
vernment m-ibers—when thex require work
done for themselves invariably let it on
contract. That has nothing at all to do with
the argument. I will show why

[56.30 p.m:.] that argument has absolutely no
caring on the case. If you, Mr.

Chairman, desived to build a house for vour-
self, you would only require to build one
hou You do not propose to build a house
cvery month-of the year and every year of
vour life. Consequently it would be foolish
of you to go o the e\’ponw‘ of gotting
tozcther a staff of men in the various trades
with all the plant and tools necestary to

carry on rho work of day labour. So, if a man
only neeas one houxx‘ he goes to the man
who has the nee v oplant
2r. DMAXWELL: Or he does it himself.

The SLRCRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
If hie doe- it himsclf, good luck to him. Tt

a

is no reason why men should not do this
work ’rhnn' elves if ther have the time at
theiv disposal. It would be a geod thing if
hon members opposite worked a little more
than ther do, It would do them a lot of
good. So far as I am concerned, I am not

afraid of doing a little bir of work about my
own house when I have the time at my
disposal and T fecl inelined to do so. With
regard to a Gevernment department the
situation is entirely different. T have shown
that the expenditure on buildings this vear
in my department will amount to ~omethm'f
over £300,000. That is the average expendi-
ture of the department each vear, and it is
allotied into ava11able work divided into
twelve monthly periods: as far as is possible,
the same amount of work is carried out in
cach month of the year. It is a sound pelicy
for a Government or for local aunthorities to
employ their own men direct, to cstablish
the necessarv plant, and get all the labour-
saving dovices they can to carry on the work
efficient themseives.  The position boils
down to this—that the Department of Public
Works can ¢arry cut work under a foreman
in just the same war and just as ef’icxentl"
as any firm of contractors can earry out work

under a foreman. The whole thing depends
upon good men having charge of the opera-
tions and secing thet the men engaged on the
works are giving a fair deal. T was sug-
gcsted by the hon, member for Murilla that
men working o"('thor in gangs loafed on the
job, and that. if onc man was sacked, the
rest would go on strike and the foreman would
ultimatelr lose his job. That statement is
a very far-fetched one, to say the least of
it. Not only 1s it very far-fetched, but I
contend that it is e\tleme]v unfair to the
great mass of workers in Queensland. I agree
thm in trades and ecallings there are men
10 will loaf, just the same as some mem-

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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will,  Soue members of
ve mors lax in regard to their
atrendance in the House than
ndition of things ohtains

1o

bers of Parli
Hament

ta of society. You find
mien ot the opportunity, will,
TO U common use, “ go slow
ou th: job. o as the men in the
Department Public Works arc concerned,
we avo getting wn absolutely faiv deal. The
wen in charge of the (onstruction Branch,
frem the  Under Seeretary down, are
thovoughly —equipp-d with the necesiary
knewl in their particular line of business.

All of those men could easily sccure positions
of cqual imporrance in private en rises.
They are exports in their different lincs, and
they aiv xoml service to the d@paltment.

When that loval service is not given we deal
with the persons concerned. It men do not
give loval scrvice to the Department of
Public Works and it is found out, they are
dealt with drastically and are shot out of

their jobs., That is as it should be. A good
manv loose statements are mdde from time
to time =asbout the “go slow” policy in

Jand and Australia generally. Visitors
America and elsewhere ask me ques-
about it when I happen to meet them,
ofren do in wmyv official capacity. I say
working under reasonable conditions,
Australian  workmen c¢ompare favour-
ith the workmen of auy cther vountry
world. I have worked with trades-
mer of differont nationalities, and T say that,
given reasonable iditions, the trained
workmen of Austy v can compare favour-
ablyv with those of anv other country in the
oY :I. It s« trsmmy unjust to make sug-
cestions such ex have bren made about the
men conuccted w ‘tlv the Department of Public
Works and dd- departments.  Such state-
ments are d)‘ honest.  After all is said and
done, who iz it that does the important work
in the eommunity? It is the great mass of
the worker= whe build our railways, who
put up our public buiidings. who make our
vouads, who build our bridges, and do all the
useful work in the community. It would be
a better idea to encourage those men in their
useful serviers to the community. to give them
thot meed of praise which is merited by all
men whe give good service, It would be more
fitting to cncourage the men engaged in
public works than to throw innuendocs across
the floor of the Chamber sbout them. I am
prepared to admit that occasionally we come
across o loafer or » mun who is disloyal to
the department. When found out, that man’s
ssrvices are dispensed with, and no man
whose s=ervices have been dispensed with in
any of mv departments for loafing on the
jol> or for wilful incompeicnce has ever beer
remstated.  That 1s my attitud

from
tions
e T
a1

thut,

The

“ummed up, “ Dav Labour versus Con-
tract” realls moeans this—that in  works
carried on where you can secure the services
of competent men. continue them in your
service, and cstablish the necessary plant, day
labour is the most satisfactory proposition.
Contractors are not in the business for the
good of their health. They have to employ
ths same class of men as the Government
empley. They do not get any better men
than thos» engaged on the Treasury Building
or the Hamilton (Cold Stores: conscquently
by our crit of organisation we are able to
save to the community the margin of profit
that the contractor would look for. In
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addition, the standard of our work is of the
very highest class. There is no incentive to
scamp work under the day-labour system.
One only neceds to read of the various
inquiries into War Scrvice Homes to know
how work carried on under that pian has
been scamped. Almost every year for the
past five vears there have been commissions
of inguiry into the class of houses built in the
several States. I have inspected some of
those houses myself. As a ‘matter of fact,
the last Nationalist Government of the Com-
monwealth before the last Federal election
asked my department to take over those
houses. but I had no intention of buying a
gold brick from ** Billy 7 Hughes or anvone
else. 1 said that we would be prepared to
take over the administration of the Common-
wealth department on certain conditions—if
aill the homes that had been built were
re-valued and the capitalisation fixed on
what would be a fair thing for the soldier,
and that the soldier should sign an agrec-
ment that he was perfectly satisfied with the
financial conditions of his contract. I stated
we would be prepared to take over those
homes when that was done.

As a matter of faet, it is perfectly well
known that, owing to bad management and
other things, men were called upon to pay
interest and redemption on a capitalisation
that was beyond the reach of their incomes.
Since then, however, I understand the Com-
monwealth  Government have taken my
advice and have appointed boards to fix
the capitalisation at 2 reasonable amount. I
have here a rather interesting quotation from
the *“ Daily Standard @ of the 12th of this
month, which deals with the Roval Commis-
sion which is inguiring into the Warrnambool
breakwater. That is a contract, and a very
mmportant work. The ** Standard” reports—
* Bdward Ryan, labourer, Warrnam-
bool, said he worked on a mixing
machine at the breakwater extension
for two or three months. Several times
he saw sand and blue metal going
through the machine without cement.
When he drew attention to this the man
in charge (Burford) called out, ‘ Don’t
worry, let.it go.

“ Witness said that some concrete
blocks made contained only sand and
metal in the middle. There was a heap
of condemned cement at the works. He
believed some of it went to the mixer. He
had- been told not to touch it. He had
seen the end fall off some cement blocks,
and only sand was inside. On a number
of oceasions he had seen Burford smeak-
ing around the cement heaps putting
bags from the stacks which had been
counted on to stacks which had not been
counted. He did not report this.”

Then again vou have this further statement
on Wednesday—

“ Mr. James Neville, inspector in the
Public Works Department, said that on
21st November, 1914, his son, who had
a large contract at Warrnambool,
showed him over the work on the exten-
sion. Witness saw dry concrete being
poured loose from a hopper into the
sca at the end of the extension.

“ To Mr. Ellis: It seemed a mad thing
to do. Neither sand nor cement would
ever reach the bottom. The current was
strong enough to bear the metal away.

1925—4 ¢
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¢ Witness said he had considerable
experience with concrete.

Y My, Piggott: Was there a gang of
lunatics on the job, or what sort of men
did you see at work?

“ Witness: Ordinary labourers. I said
ro one of them, * What is the idea? but
he only laughed.

* You, an experienced man in concrete,
knew that they might cqually as well
have pourcd vinegar and salt into the
sea; why did you not report it to one
of the supervising engineers?—I men-
tioned it to the temporary road engineer,
who happened to be there. He took it
very casually, so I simply said, ‘ Well,
vou engineers do some funny things,” and
left it at that.

“ Knowing it was sheer midsummer
madness you did nothing about it?—
It was not my business.”

There you have an example of important
breakwater works carried on in that fashion
under the contract system. I am not suggest-
ing for one moment that all contracts are
carried out dishonestly. Many contracts are
carried out very successfully, and the work
is a credit to the men who are responsible
for it. But my contention is that in large
undertakings, particularly on Government
works, the tendency is to scamp the work
with a view to making greater profits.

Mr. VowLEs: What about your inspectors?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Anyone who knows anything at all about
large works in building operations knows
that you would have to employ an army of
inspectors to inspect almost every tap of work
done on the job to prevent scamping of work
being done 1f the contractor made up his
mind to scamp the work.

Mr. Vowris: It applies both ways.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The Government policy is this: Instead of
employing qualified men to watch a con-
tractor, we employ those qualified men to
carry out the work.

At 5.45 pom.,

Mr, VOWLES (Daldy): Mr. Kirwan, I
desire to call your attention to the state of
the Committee.

Quorum formed.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I was veferring to the fact that under the
day labour system, instead of employing
inspectors to watch contractors, we are em-
ploying these qualified men as foremen and
so forth to carry out necessary works.

Wild statements have been made by vari-
ous members that public works which cost
a certain amount could be done by contract
for considerably less. That is the kind of
Joose statement that can be made by anyone.
The hon. member for Wide Bay referred to
having been present at the official opening
of a schoo! somewhere, and that a contractor
said to him, “1 could build this school for
considerably less than it cost the depart-
ment.”’

Mr. Crayron: That is quite correct.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Anyone can make statements of that kind,

Hon. W, Forgan Smith.]
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but invariably, when they are put to the
test, they do not stand up to them.

Mr. Crayron: Are you prepared to accept
a contract for the same class of building?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

The hon. member would guarantec nothing.

Mr. CorsEr: We would take his guarantce
when we would not take yours.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member for Wide Bay is one of
those individuals who would make use of any
irresponsible statement. It is quite possible
he may believe it, but he probably knows so
little about building construction that he
would believe anything that his supporters
tell him. But the fact is that, when these
wild statements are put to the test, almost
invariably they are found to be bluff.

Take the statement of the hon. member
for Lockyer, who said that a contractor in
his electorate would be prepared to do a
certain job for a hospital for £380. That
was less than the estimate of the Department
of Public Works. We supplied him with
the specifications on which our estimate was
based, and his estimate was immediately
increased to £523—a difference of £143 on
one small job. Then we have another case
as recently as the 19th of this month, in con-
nection with the building of a school of arts
at Morningside. A firm of contractors, Casey
and Ryan, stated they could do certain work
—taking out the foundations, I think-—for
£189. The people concerned in the matter
immediately accepted the offer, but when that
was done these people asked to be allowed
to put in an amended tender, which amounted
to £339 12s. 8d. These are actually cases
where men casually made the statement, ‘1
could do this job for so and so,” but imme-
diately they are asked to do it and called
on to give a tender which they know they
must carry out, the position becomes entirely
ifferent. Those are the facts of the position,
and many other instances could be given.

The hon. member for Ipswich raised the
question of architectural draftsmen in the
head office. It is quite true that the number

rovided for is less than In previous years,
gut I am not aware that there is any under-
stafing. The Under Secretary informs me
that the stafl is quite adequate to meet all
requirements. A  reorganisation of the
department took place a little over two years
ago, which has been found to be satisfactory.
All works are standardised where possible,
consequently it is no longer necessary to get
new plans for every new job.

The hon. member also made the interesting
suggestion that apprentices in the building
trade—I presume he means carpenters, brick-
layers, masons, and so on—might be brought
into the drafting-room and given aboub six
months’ training there. That is a suggestion
which I will look into very carefully, because
I believe it is desirable to give the appren-
tices that form of instruction. Under the
apprenticeship regulations, which have gone
through the Executive Council {o-day, pro-
vision is made that boys in skilled trades
shall be sent to technical colleges and taught
those subjects. It will be part of an appren-
tice’s training to get all the training in
building cons struction  that is poﬁsﬂblo, 50

10bab1y it is provided for in the regulations.
However I will go into the matter carofully

[Hon. W, Forgan Smith.
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and sce  whether the suggestion can be
practically carried out.

I think that I have covered most of the
points raised by hon. members. Various
requests have been made for schools, and so
on. I will look into tho reqguests very care-
fully, and if the funds are malhblo those
works will be carried out. It is my policy
in the Department of Public Works not to
procced with work in a district unless it is
very urgent when there is a large amount of
work going on. That is to say, when the
building trade is busy and men are required
in that direction, I do not proceed with new
works if they can be possibly deferred.
Having regard to the large amount of build-
ings going on in the metropolitan areca at
the present time, it is scarcely likely that
many more buildings will be approved of
duung the present FHnancial year. I think
that is a policy which should commend itself
to hon. members. Public works, where pos-
sible, should be deferred dulincr a boom in
the building trade, and blought forward
at a time when men in the industry and in
other directions are unemployed. However,
certain urgent works are necessary and must
be gone on with, and they will be completed.
The funds at our disposal do not provide
for the carrying out of all ths work asked
for. Hon. members come to my office from
time to time asking for schools to be
built in their electorates. Most of those
schools, no doubt, are very desirable, but
I must point out to hon. members that 1
can only approve of the works, having due
regard to the funds at my disposal I do
not propose to exceed the amount on the
Estimates, and therefore those funds are
spent on what are considered to be the most
urgent works. Where no schools at all exist
and they are urgently required, those are
given preference. The next p1efelence is
given to schools where additions are required,
due to overcrowding and so on; and every
effort is made to spend the money with a
view to giving the best possible results. If
there is any further information which hon.
members desire, I shall be pleased to give it.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): After talking
most hon. members out of the House——

The SEcreTsRY FOR PusLic Worxs: The
“corner man " of the Country party will now
give us an exhibition.

Mr. CORSER: The Minister might take
a leaf out of the book of half a dozen
of the senior Ministers when dealing with
these Estimates. If he did so, he would
probably be able to elevate himself and
give us information of some value, instead
of giving us a verbal diarrheea of platitudes
;uch as venerally punctuate his statements
ere

The SecRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
diarthaa 2 a complaint you
very frequently.

Mr. CORSER: We unfortunately know
too much about it when the Works Hstimates
are on. We had three tirades last vear, and
we have had a pretty good exhibition of
it to-day.

The SecreTARY FOR PusLic Works: You
are a very good ‘“corner man’’—you ars
the “ corner man’ of the Country party.

Mr. CORSER : The Minister is intoxicated
with the exuberance of his own verbosity.
(Opposition laughter.) The hon. gentleman

Verbal
suffer from
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might even take a leaf out of the psychology
’)’ The Seeretary for Railways and lea\(‘ the
" gut of some of his remarks about © my
department,” remembering that we look at
it fromn a growlmnentml and administrative
l,omt of view. We look to the officers of the
department, and we cannot give the whole of
the credit for the good t‘unos to the Minis-
ter.  We cannot believe that he, as an indi-
vidual and with his personality, is respon-
sible for all the good things he has claimed
on behalf of the Dopalt'ncnt of Public Works
to-day.

I do not believe in the policy of day labour
sgainst the contract system, and, if the Minis-
ter is so sure that the mstem is what he
claims it to be, or half what he claims
it to be, let him accept the challenge offered
by hon, members on this side. When a
building is about to be erected, let him
call tenders from outsiders, and  allow
the department_also to draw up cstimates,
and accept whichever is the lower, also allow-
ing his own department to supermtond the
work of the contract. We shall then see
whether or not his department is carrying
out the day labour system in a fair way
and in the interests of the State, and whether
they are making the allowance which I claim
they do so that they may be able at the
end of the job to say that it has cost less
than it would under contract.

A GoveErsMENT MeMBER: The Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage Board appear
to think that day labour is the best.

Mr. CORSER: If the Minister had con-
sidered that matter important enough, surely
in the long, dreary remarks with which he
cleared the House he would have paid some
attention to it. However, he is only a young
junior Minister, and we trust that some day
he will take an example from the senior
Ministers and give the House something
which is of value.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: There

is no hope of yvou ever doing it.

Mr. CORSER: The Minister has claimed
that there is not enough money available to
erect schools and carry out repairs which
are essential in the country districts, while
in the city of Brisbane the Government are
going to build a structure at a cost of
£20,000 or £30,000. They will do that while
they deny the necessary fencing and gates
to schools in country districts on the ground
that there are no funds. In cases where a
teacher mqunes even a table the request is
put aside because there is a shortage of
funds. We find that the appropriation for
last year was £205,809, but the actual expen-
diture was only £189,407; yet they say they
have not the menev to go on with country
schools. There are unused plans which could
have been utilised for many of the necessary
works in the Burnett and other electorates.
Why not make the money available to enable
the improvements which are necsssaryv for
the schools and essential for the health of
the teachers and scholars to be carrvied out?
There is a schoolhouse in my district where
the walls are caten with white ants. and
there are other buildings which inspectors
have reported against as being in a bad state
of repair. It is onlv within the last few weels
that an appropriation has been made to
enable the work at the school in question to
be carried out.

[28 SEPTEMBER.]
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Mr. KELSO (Yundahy: The Secrelary for
Public Works intinated during his speech
that there is mo objection to a debate each
vear on the respective merits of the forms
of work known as day labour and contract.
Tt is vers good of the Minister to admis

that, because sometirnes the taunt is thrown
at this <1dc of the Commirtee

7 p.m.] that we have a perennial feeling
that we must discuss that ques-

tion. The Minister, of course, understands
that hon. members on this side are rot very

weeeh in favour of day labour, whilst he,
bring the head of a department which does
a lot of work under that system, naturally
has been at some pains to convince the Com-
mittee and the electors generally that it
would be better for the State and for the
people of the State if all work in his depart-
ment, and, as a matter of fact, in other forms
of activity. were done by day labour. I take
il that the root difference between day
labour and contract is simply a question
of human nature. The question is: Under
which form can you get the best value
without unnecessarily speeding up a_man to
do work beyond his capacity? The Minister
has stated definitely that his department
has a very complete system of costing, and
he inv ites’ hon. members to go and mspe(t
it. He says that the hon. member for
Fnoggera has been and is satisfied that it is
very good; but, after all, that doe: not cut
much ice, because it is well known that the
officers of the department knocw exactly the
conditions under which the work which they
are costing is to be done. That is to say,
they know that it is to be done by day
labour and not by contract, that it is not
subject to any competmon and they natur-
ally arrange their costing so that thelr
estimates are Lased on what the work will
cost by day labour. We claim cthat work
done by day labour costs more than that
done by contract.

The SrcreTARY FOR PrBLic WORKS: What
do you suggest? Do you suggest that men
on day labour go slow on a job?

Mr. KELSO: The incentive which men
have in working for a private employer
makes them do better work.

_ The SecreTaRY FOR PusLic WORKS: What
ircentive? They are the same class of men.

Mr. KELSO: The incentive is that these
men working for the Government know per-
fectly well that they are in a good steady
position, and the hon. gentleman knows

The SecreTary FOR Pranic Works: I know
that the men working for my department
work as hard as they would for yon or
anyhody else.

Mr KELSO: The hon. gentleman knows
that it is wvery hald to get rid ot men
cn  Government jobs unless for absblute

incapacity, whercas it Is known that in
centract work the emplover naturally picks
those workmen who will do the best work
for hum. Unfortunately  the Industrial
Arbitration Act does not provide for the
stow workman., Many private employers
\\(Lﬂd be glad to keep on men who are doing
good work but who are not capable ot
domg as much work as the average man,
but the law does not permis them to do so.
The consequence is that the slow worker in a
(tovernment position is kept on, with the
result that many men who are willing to
work in that employ come to the conclusion
that there is no neced to burst themselves if

Mr. Kelso.]
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there are a number of slow workers there.
It is no credit——

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORFR: It is
no credit to vou to insult about 1,000 men.

Mr., KELSO: T can give a casc from my
own knowledze in connection with the Rail-
vay Department of a man T knew very well,
and who had been a ganger for some years.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
jected.

Mr. KELSO: During the whole of the
time that the Minister was speaking he did
not take notice of any interjections, and I
do mnot propose to iake any notice of his
interjections, o he can save his voice. He
refused to take notice of interjections from
this side. and I propose to follow his
example, and give him a dose of his own
medicine.

The SECRETARY FOR Prusiic Worxs: Go
ahead.

Mr. KELSO: This man had been a rail-
way ganger for a number of years, and he
came to Brishanc one day and called on me.
He was nicoly dressed, and I complimented
him on his improved spruce appearance.
said, “You are getting on in the world.”
He replied. “ I am getting on, but I am not
as comfortable as 1 used io be’’ I asked
him what was the trouble, and he replied,
“T am in charge of a gang of men on the
Northern line. There are twenty men in
that gang, and they are making my life a
misery.”’

Mr. Morgax: That is just what I said.

Mr,

inter-

KELSO: I am not telling any fairy

yarn. I am giving the experience of a_man
whose word I rely on. He said, ** I am
down on a miissior: on tihis occasion to sece

the Chief Engineer for Railways, and if he
will not back me up, I am going to * chuck’
up my billet, becanse I cannot sleep at night
through worrying.” I asked him what was
the matter, and he told me that there were
two men in his gang who were professional
agitators. and they stirred up the other
men. and although the other men wanted
to do a dav's work, thev came fo him and
said, “ We are willing to do a fair day’s
work, but these two men are loafing on the
job.” He wired to the Distriet Engineer
and asked for instructions, and the District
Engineer told him to use his own discretion.

Mr. CoLLixs : What was the local engineer
doing ?

Mr. KELSO: He said, “1I sacked those
men, and before they went away they came
and defied me, and said, ¢ Within two
months we shall be back in our billets, and
we will get you out of the job.””” Influence
was brought to bear in Brisbane, and within
two month: thosc two men swere back on the
job.

The  SECRETARY
Nonsense-!

Mr. KELSO: It is not nonsense.

Mr. Grepsox: Give us the name.

Mr., KELSO: I am not going to give the
names.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Mr. Corrixs: What line was it on?

Mr, KELSO: Does the hon. member for
Ipswich think that I am soft enough to give

[Mr. Kelso.

rOor PueLic  WORKS:

Ah! ah!
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the names? If he does not take my word, he-
will not get any more information. The hou,
gentleman must accept my word, because T
i telling the truth.

Mr. Grepsox: We are not compelled to
accept your word.

My, KELSO: Hon. members epposite do
not like to bear the truth—that is the
irouble—it 15 getting under their skins.
This man said that, if he could not get some
guarantec from the Chief Ingineer that
that gentleman would back him up in his
posiiion, he was determined to get out of the
department.

Mr. GLEDSON : Did he get out?

~ Mr. KELSG : That is the position the men
in charge are in.

Mr. Moreax: It is quite true.

Mr. KELSO: That is the secret of the
fault under the day-labour principle. There
is no incentive on the part of the men to do
any more than is necessary. I have been
rold by men who were anxious to do a fair
day’s work for a fair day’s pay that, because
they happened to work a little harder than
some of the other men, they got a polite
hint that they 1ust not work too hard,
because the rest of the men did not want to
work too hard.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : Another
general statement.

AMr. KELSO : T have absolute proof of what
I say. Hon. members opposite know in their
own hearts that the day-labour system is not
the best. The Minister spent a long time
this afternoon in attempting to apologise for
the day-labour system. When he kept on at
such a great length, I could not help think-
ing of what Hamlet said—

** Methinks the lady doth protest toe
much.”

I ihought the Minister was protesting toc
much. e was devoting a tremendous lot of
time to defending the department and the
day-labour policy.

The SecRETARY FOR I’UBLIC WORKS: You
are making vague gencral statements which
vou cannot substantiate.

Mr. KELSO: I am not making vague
gencral statements.

The Secrersry For Prsric Works: I chal-
lenge you to produce the cvidence,

AMr. KELSO: Take some of the works that
have been done. Take the work recently
completed of concreting Queen and Geoigo
streets  Mr. Carrick was the contractor.
Large numbers of people used to stop and
watch the men engaged upon the concreting
work. They were not speeding up; they
were simply doing their best. They were
catisfied to do so, as they were working for
a good boss and knew that, if they put in a
fair dav's work, the boss would keep them
in work. A man asked me one day whether
these men were on day labour or not. I
caid. “ They arc on day labour for a private
boss.”” It would be quite a different thing if
a Government institution had been doing the
work. They would have got ‘“go-slow”
labour then.

Mr. Corrixs: That is a libel on every
worker in Queensland. They ought to dip
vou in the Brisbane River.
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AMyr. KELSO: If the Minister is wedded to
the policy of dav labour, and thinks it is
such a wonderful thing, why does he not put
it into oprration in the building of workers’
dwellings? Hundreds of thousands of pounds
have been spent in erecting dwellings for the
workers, but in almost every case the work
has been done by private contract.

The SrcrErARY rorR PusLic WoRks: Not
altogether. It 13 & matter of choice on the
part of the worker himself.

Mr. KELSO: If the worker thinks that the
work will not be done properly under day
labour. then the hon. gentleman is condemn-
ing his own department, because he thinks
the men are not fit to do the work. The
whole of the work in the construction of
workers’ dwellings is inspected by Govern-
ment inspectors, and he is casting a slur on
the men who are supposed to inspect that
work on behalf of the Government.

I have another instance. At one time I
went through the Lake’'s Creek meatworks,
where the butchers are practically on piece-
work. Hon. members opposite will say that,
because they are on piccework, they will
slum their work, but I understand the mana-
ger gets the men together in the morning and
says, “We shall kill so many bullocks
to-day,” and they agree to kill so many bul-
locks, with the result that sometimes these
men knock off at 2 o’clock and rometimes
half-past 2 in the afternoon, but they put
in pretty good work during the time they
have worked. As soon as they have Lkilled
the number of bullocks agreed upon they
get away. Is not that some incentive for the
men?

3Mr. Moreax: The shearers do the same,
because they get paid by results.

Mr. KELSO : There is something in human
nature which spurs people to do their best
when they are rewarded for doing so. When
they get down to the level of the dull
mediocre individual, they do not care whether
they do their best or not.

The SECRETARY roR PuBLIc Laxns: That is
not contract \\'Ol‘k‘

Mr. Lroyp: If they paid you by results,
you would be paid about £2 a weck.

Mr. KELSO: Rarvlier in the session I was
taken to task by an hon. member opposite
for making a statement which he said I could
not substantiate. I was referring to the con-
tract for the basement of the building now
orcupied by rthe State Insurance Department.
I made a certain statement, and I want to
read an extract from ¢ Hansard” of last
session, page 1237. T find there that the hon.
member for Toombul made certain statements
when this vote was under discussion, and I
propose to read what he said to corroborate
my statermenti—

““The hon. member for Burnett
referred to this matter and said that. if
a trial were given. an office estimate
could be made up and put into the tender
box at the same time as other tenders,
and all tenders could be cpened in the
presence of responsible officers. and, if
the departmental cstimate was below the
contractors’ prices. then there would be
nothing more to say.”

The SrcrETARY FOR Priric Worxs: Do you
know that that was done in conncection with
the foundations of the State Insurance build-
ing? ’
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Mr, KELSO:

“That was done in connection with the
foundations of the present State Insur-
ance Office buildings.”

The SecreTary ror Pusiic Womxs: The
whole building.

Mr. KELSG:

*“ The hon. member for Bulimba was
Secretary for Public Works at the time
and a deputation waited on him, and
he agreed to adopt that system. The
result was that ene contractor was below
the office estimate, and he got the work.”

The SECRETARY FOR 1’CBLIC WORKS: As a
matter of fact, the office estimate for day
labour for the State Insurance building came
to about £7.000 less than the contractor’s
price.

Mr.
£3.000.

Mr., KELSO: What really happened was
thiz: It was the policy, when the hon.
member for Wynnum was Minister, to earry
out certain contracts by day labeur, and he
was told by his departmental officers that it
would be cheaper to do it by day labour.

Ay, GrEpsox: That is not true.

Mr. KELSO : I understand that the presi-
dent of the Contractors’ Association waited
or Mr. Barnes, who had a jong list pre-
pared by the departmental officers, including
the alleged saving on railway construction,
and it was shown to the satisfactien of the
department that there was a saving of some
millions of pounds. The president of the
Contractors’  Association told Mr. Bawvnes
that it would be a very simple thicg for him
to put the matter to the test if he would
allow the Department of Public Works to
consider itself as a tenderer, allewing
private contractors to submit tenders, giving
the contract to whichever made the lowest
tender., Do not forget that the work had to
be supervised by departmental officers, It is
quite certain that, if the deparument lost
that tender, the inspectors would be on their
roettle and would allow the contractor no
loophole.

The SecRETsRY ForR PreLic Worxs: The
tonder of the Department of Public Works
was £7.000 below the lowest contractor.

Mr. KELSO: The lowest tender was from
a gentleman named Baumber, and the tender
of the Department of Public Works was
ligher than that of Mr. Baumber.

The SECRETARY FoR Prpnic Womrgs: You
don’t know what you are talking abourt.

Mr. KELSO: I realise that the Mimster
is in possession of all informatiown.

The SECRETARY ¥OR Prsnic Womks: Yes,
and I will let the hon. member sce all the
papers 1f he likes.

Mr. KELSO: The same thing happened
vhen the superstruciure was to be built,
deputation waited on the present Govern-
ment:

The SecreTary For Prsric Woeks: The
contract was let by the Denham Government.

Mr. KELSO: The preseni Premier told
the deputation—and I do not blame him for
dning so—that the policy of the Government
was to erect this building by day labour
ard that he could not consider their reguest.

The SECRETARY, FOR PursLic Works: You
den’t know what you are talking abeut.

Mr. Kelso.]

MaxwELL: The centractor lost about
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Mr. KELSQ: The contract was there-
fore put up by dav labour, even zfter it
had been shown with regard to the founda-
tions that a private contractor could do the
work for less. and this with the Department
of Public Works on their metile.

I should also like to quote a question from
“ Votes and Proceedings 7 for this session,
Lege 150—

[

1. Is it a fact that the road which has
recently  been  construeted  from Roma
~treet fo the new Raillway Goods Shed
was originally laid with tarred metal,
and that it has besn dug up and relaid
with concrete?

2. If so. what was the cost of the
tarrad metal road, and the cost of the
coucrete road?

“ 3. What action does he propose to
take in future to prevent such a waste of
publie money ?

“ Answoers—

1. Yes, after twelve months’ use.”

2. Tarred road £928, Jess £500 value
of tarred metal used elsewhere. Con-
crete road  £3.550, including cost of
removing tarred metal.

¢ 3. Departmental officocrs state that
the difficulty could not be forescen and
was atftributable to excessive loads, but
I am prosccuting further inquiry.”

Department do not always carry out the best
designs.

The 8zcrersry ror PusLic Worrks: The
Dopa_r‘rmvm of Public Works had nothing to
do with that matter.

Mr. KELSO: That work was done by day
labour Dby the Railway Department, and
seeing that it was done by a railway official
he ought to have known what sort of traffe
was going over that road.

The SEcBETARY FOR PurnLic Laxps: T have
known a private company spend £50,000 in
sinking a tank and have to fill it up again.

Mr. KELSO: I do not say private com-
panies do not make mistakes, but the Min-
ister is tfryiug to make us believe that every-
thing is donc so perfectly by the Works
Department that errors cannot be made. 1
notice that the salary set down for the Chief
Architect is £550. I do not know the gentle-
man who occupies that position, but, con-
sidering the magnitude of some of the build-
ings that are being constructed at the present
time—which no doubt were designed by the
Chief Architeet—it appoars to me that that is
hardly a sufficient salary for a man with his
professional qualifications. I can assurc the
hon. gentleman I do not know the gentleman.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUsLIc Works: He is
a very decent man.

My, KELSO: I am quite disinterested in
the matter, but I draw the hon. gentleman’s
attention to the fact that ther call him the
“Chief Architect,” and I think the Chief
Architzet who has to design important build-
ings is really worth more than £550 a year.

The Minister referred to the question of
whether the cost of school buildings should he
charged to revenue or to loan, I am only
responsible to myself so far as this is con-

[Mr. Kelso.
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cernied, and I sav the proper thing to do iz
to charge new buildings tc loan and keep
tixeze buildings in repair out of revenue. I
do not know whether the Government have
any means by swhich a certain amount can
be set aside to meet the wastage on these
assets. I commend that to the attention of
ihe Minister because the principle of build-
inz wooden schools cut of capital is a good
one, but the hon. gentleman himself has
admitted that they were wasting assets, and
he gave the term as forty vears. My experi-
ence 1s that many of these buildings last con-
siderably longer than forty vears if they are
kept in proper repair and painted. We know
perfectly well there are wooden buildings in
use in Brishane to-day that were built over
forty yvears ago. Even if the hon. gentleman
fixes the period at fifty years, at the end of
that time they may have some use, but, if he
fixes that term, at the end of fifty vears the
loan for these buildings should be wiped out
by a sinking fund. The hon. gentleman may
argue that 1t is not much good building up a
sinking fund when you have a sories of
deficits; but, quite independent of the fack
that the Government may have a deficit. it
is a good thing to have a sinking fund for
any loan in connection with wasting assets.

It is a peculiar thing that, if anybody wants
repairs to school buildings, they have to go
first of all to the Secretary for Public In-
struction. He goes into the question. and
if he finds the work necessary he then rells
vou he will recommend it to the Seeretary
for Public Works. It <eems to me to be
o round-about method of procedure. I think
it would be far better that, when money is
to be spent, the Minister who recommends the
work  should have the larg:st say in the
matter.

The bell indicated that the hon. membher’s
time had expired.

At 7.26 p.m.,

The (HIAIRMAN: By agreement. and
nnder the provisions of Standing Order No.
307, T shall now leave the chair and make
my refiort to the House,

The House resumed.
The CBAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

INSURANCE BILL.
InmrraTioN 1x COMMITIEE.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair))

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move
“ That it is desirable that a Bill be

introduced to amend the Life Assurance
Companies Act of 1901 and the Insurance
Act of 1916 in certain particulars.”

The Bill provides for the amendment of
the Life Assurance Companies Act of 1901
and the Insurance Act of 1916, so as to
secure more effective control of insurance
companies than there is at present. The
maximum depecsit for life assurance com-
panies in future will be £50.000 instead of
the present maximum of £10,000. For the
first £10,000 deposit the companies will have
a right to cover insurance up to £200000,
and for every additional £5.000 deposit their
insurance may run to £200,000, until they
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have reached
deposit.

My. Frpuinstone: What class of insurance
arc you referring to?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

speaking of life assurance.

Mr. TayLoR: Are you limiting the amount
when they have paid £50,0007?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There is
no limit bevond £50,000. For marine and
general insurance companies the maximum
deposit will be £20,000. At present the
maximum is £10,000. That is to say, when

the premium income of a com-

[7.30 p.m.] pany does not exceed £10,000,

the deposit is £5.000, and when
it is in excess of that the deposit is £10,000.
Under the proposed Bill, that scale will con-
tinue, according to the amount of premium
income, up to a maximum of £20,000

Th~ Bill provides that after the passing of
the Act no life assurance compauny shall com-
mence or transact business in Queensland
unless the net profits are exclusively divisible
amongst the policy-holders.

AMr. . P. BArNES: They must be strictly

the maximum of

£50,000

I

anm

Ax.
mutual ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes; and
a license must first be obtained from the
Treasurcr. All existing companies, however,
are entitled to that licenre as of right, so
that all existing rights are fully preserved,
subject, of course, later on to the right of
the Treasurer to revoke the license 1if the
company does not conform to certain condi-
tions. As the liabilities jncrease many of
them will immediately have to increase their
deposits. Most of them are fully covered at
present, like the  Australian  Mutual
Provident Society.

The Bill provides that no insurance com-
pany, either life, general, or marine, formed
after the passing of the Act shall have a
license granted to it unless it= prospectus has
first been approved by the Auditor-General,
and heavy pcnalties are provided for imposi-
tion upon companies which issue prospectuses
before they have received that approval.

Mr. Taycor: Will that be nccessary in the
casc of a company already formed eclse-
where ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAIL: It will not
be necessary. Where a company is already
established, it will merely present its
memorandum and articles of association and
balance-sheet.

Mr. Tavror: After the passing of the Act,

will such a company have to submit its
prospectus ?
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It can

come here provided it is strictly mutual if
it is a life insurance company, or conforms
to the prescribed conditions if it is a general
or marine insurance company.

Another very Important provision deals
with the payment of interest on deposits.
In future, instead cf interest at the rate of
4% per cent., as prescribed in the present
Act, interest will be paid to general and
marine insurance companies at a rate equi-
valent to the rate returnable by prescribed
Government debentures for the six months
preceding the 31st December in the period
for which the interest is being paid—the
rate, of course, being determined by the
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quotations on the Brisbane Stock Exchange.
.. That is regarded as more equitable than the
¥ present arrangement, although, as a matter
of fact, we pay the companies more than the
4 per cent. stipulated in the Act. We can,
however, argue that point on the second
reading. What applies in the case of a
gencral or marine insurance company will
apply also to a life assurance company.

The Treasurcr is now able to cancel the
license of a general or marine insurance com-
pany under certain couditions, and in the
future he will be able to cancel also the
license of a life assyrance company, subject
to the right of appeal by the company to_the
Supreme Court and, if necessary, to the Full
Court.

Provision is made in the Bill for certain
rcturns to be forwarded to the Treasuver as
well as to the Registrar of Joint Stock
Companies, so that the Treasurer will be
able to hold the necessary investigation mto
the affairs of the companies from time to
time.

Another important departure is that fire
insurance companies will be able to pay
their deposits in cash or prescribed securi-
ties—which means Queensland Government
debentures or stock—which is much fairer to
the companies. At the present time the fire
insurance companics must pay theiv deposits
in cash.

Mr. Krrso : Will vou accept Commonwealth
debentures ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAT, : No.
Queensland  debentures are good enough.

There ave other minor consequential amend-
jeents merely to give effect to the Bill. I
Lave briefly outlined the principal propesals.

Mr. Braxp: When are the returns to be
sent in?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They will
Le sent in in accordance with the principal
Act. There are various schedules mow in
the principal Act. "There is no change 1n that
respect.

Mr. Kenso: Will this Bill apply to the
Siate Insurance Office?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
regard?

Mr. Kzrso: In regard to deposits.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The State
Insurance Office comes under the Insurance

Act of 1916, and this Bill seeks to amend
that Act.

Question put and passed.
The House resumed.

The Cratruax reported that the Committee
had come tc a resolution.

In what

The resolution was agreed to.

First ReaDING.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (an. .
Mullan, Flinders) presented the Bill, and
moved—

“ That ihe Bill be now read a first
time.”

Question put and passed.

The sccond reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for Wednesday next.

The House adjourned at 7.40 p.m.
Hon. J. Mullan.}





