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[~S SEPTE}IBER.] Supply. 134;}, 

FRIDAY, 28 SEPTEl.HBER, 1923. 

The Srnu:n (Hon. \\·. Rertram, .llcru) 
took the· choir at 3.30 p.m. 

QCESTIO~S. 

Gocxnoox-K.ILLIWA RAILWAY. 
2\lr. JlRA~D (1Ja1'!'um) asked the Secretary 

for H ··ilway;-
.. Wiil he Htpply the followinn particu

lan r·clatino: to the Goondoon-E:alli\Ya 
line l"' ·eel ·by Parliament:-

1. \Ylra t rs rho total length of the 
SlltYCY ·: 

2. 'iYhat r< the mileage of line (a) 
cornjlktcd. and (b) partly completed'! 

3. At what date did the construction 
of tlw line conlnlcnce? 

4. At what date did the \York of 
construction cease? 

5. \Yha t a llJOunt of money has been 
l~xpendctl on the construction of~(a) 
completed section; (b) partly com
pl0tc -l .section? 

6. \Yhat \Ye; the estimated cost of 
the consnuction of the line at its 
C'Orl1lllCDCCll1Cl1t? 

7. \Yhat \Yas the Govcrnn1cnt's reason 
for stcppi:1g the work? 

8. \\'hat reo,on does he advance for 
not completing to tho Perry RiYel· 
sinc0 the L'artln,·orks forn1atjon is prac

co:nvletc·d to that point? 
9. he a\\'arc tlMt the completion 

of this line to the l'crrv River \' oul.c\ 
bring· IlHln\· tlJou• .tnd "acres of land 
unJ.Ci· suga~· cultiYation, and -would be 
the nJ•ans cf Juatcrially aBsisting the 

intcre·.t in the Gin Gin 

,;c ngain confer ,;;ith his 
co1lea:~U('') nnd urge the con::=truction 
of thie line:" 

The SECRET,\RY FOR R~UL\YAYS 
(Ilou. J. Larcombe, I<Ccppd) replied

,, 1. 30 miles 60 chains. 
'' 2. 'a) 121 miles: (b) 5 miles. 
" 3. 3rd April, 1926. 
"4. 20th December, 1920. 
"5. (ui £118.405; (I!) £9,933. 
,, 6. £257.455. 
"7 to 10. Cahinct decided not to con

tinue the coL1struction further at prc--ent." 

ADDITIOX.\L CAXE ScPPLIES FOR Grx GD< 
CE:<TRAL Suo m-:mLL FRQ}J HAIL w.IY TC 
PERRY RI\'ER. 

Mr. BRA~D askccl tho Treasurer-
,, Is it the opinion of the Sugar Bureau 

that the <:onstruction of the railwav line 
to a point near the Pcrrv Hiver ~vould 
aBsist the Gin Gin Central :3-Iill to pro
vide a suppl~- of cane equal to the mill 
requircn1enr:::·?" 

The SECRETARY FOR FC13LIC LA~DS 
(Hon. \Y. :VfcCormack, Cairns) replied-

" Parliamentary procedure preYents 
the seckinz of a 11 z'::qH(~.:_.sion of QIJinion 
by way of question. 

HoLIDAY FOR REFEREXDU~I ox LIQcoR 
QuESTI0:-1. 

Mr. BRA~D. without notice, asked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

" Is it the intention of the GoYern-

1923-4 0 

pa:'> 

o rant a holida v to their 
~n 6th October.· the polling 

on tlH) lil]unr c;uc3tion? If so, ,~·ill 
\Y:1o arc n;;,k0d to ·work l'ecen-e 

cn the rate of tin1c and a-half?" 

SECHETAH'L FOR FCBLIC LA~DS 

.. It is rwt intended to grant a holiday." 

PAPER. 
Tl:0 £nllo\Ying llalJC'l' 'YDS laiJ on the 

table:-
I{, pl;<· to a question '"keel on i'11o 26th 

motant ln· the hon. member for 
AlJbigny i'cg;ardi11g tho Queensland 
Egg BoarJ. 

PERSO~AL EXPLA:"\ATIO~. 
:\Ir. IIY~ES (Tou•nsrii/r): I desire to 

n1akc n pcrsonnl explanatio,n. 
Thc- SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 

Howr that the hon. m em her be allowed to 
rnake a pcr~onal ex11lanation? 

HO::\Ol.."RABLE :\JDIBERS: Hear, hear: 
~11·. I-IY:XES: In the " Drisbane Courier" 

nf to-daY'<> date I am inconectly reported as 
to mY s;,ccch on the Hailwac· Estimates. The 
"Colui~r '' repol'ts 1110 as follo\vs :-

" :!\Ir. H nws admitted that he was 
crcttino· tir8cl of the carping criticisn1. 
~ncl l~CTp:_tt·al \Yhinc about losSL'-:1 on_ 
the raihYa~;;;;, and said f1e Tailways -conld 

lH) 1~;ade pay by incrca.sing freights 

\Yhat l actnallv c1id say-as can be borne 
nut h· the speech \vlri.ch will appear in 
" Il<-qJ:.;;trd "'-IYas-

" I am ge'tting tired of listening t~ ~he 
carpin'i ~riticism of the . Opp_osrtwn 
f!~~·ain:-t d:c raihYay ad~nJnistl'atJon of 
1 he GoYernmc·nt and their pel'petual 
whinin!Z' a bout the loss on . the Queens
land raih\ a vs. Queensland rs a State <>f 
YOl'\" large" distances. \T e have the 
lnr£.:r ,f n1-llengo of raihvays of any of 
the; Stat<' of the Commonwealth. and 
natnralh the cost nf running our rail
''· a vs wouid be greet tor than it would be 
in 'thC' States thDt ha.ve a larg-er popula~, 
tion and a smaller mileage. One would 
think. .indging h;' thn rem:<rks of. mem
bers opposite, that the rarlways m t!:e 
othf'l' States were paying. but rt _rs 
rather a significant fact tha( the rarl
\Yav~ in the Tor•·-governcd States are 
~'11o\:-ino- deficits. also. r\ person does not 
need t~ be a genius like Karl Marx to 
conceive a method of makmg the rarl
\Y.tys pay. It is an ?as:v thing to make 
thP raihYays 11a~· by 1ncreaB1n~ thJ rates 
and fares. but such " pollCy would 
rdard land s< ttlement. rend tbcrefore 
does not commend itself to this Govern
ll1ent.~' 

SuPPLY. 
REsl-~lrno;; oF CmnnTTEE-SEVEKTH 

ALLOT'l'ED DAY. 
Question stated-

" That £22.630 be granted for 
'Denartm'ent of Public \Yorlm-Chief 
Offi_c~~.' n 

Mr. :\IAX\YELL (Too!l'ong): In 1912_. _the 
Prc1nier. \Yhen he \Yas in oppos1tron, 
deplored the c·xcessivc expenditure of loan 
money, and prophesi,ed that undec· a Labo:rr 
Go-;crnment even railwavs would be bmlt 
out of revenue. Yesterday the hon. member 

Jlrir. MaxweU.] 
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for 
on!\· 
no,~- nropo.se to 
L'Xl)(_'1ldirnre 011 
d~ tcd I{CY('HUC 

lrom 1912-13-

Yc;1r. 

t 
1~1 :2-13 
1013-H 
1014-LJ 

1r ~.-n~ 
l(j\1./~)1) 

i 100,-:J.:JS 

c·qwndit-,He. 
mntt(·r. and I 

J·clat1ng· to 
tht~ Con'Soli
re'pccti\·ely, 

-tc:.. 
.; ..:s -

~.~H 
Tot:d. 

\Ye now come to the time \Yhcn a Labonr 
Go\·crnincnt carno into }JCn~·er-

Year. 

] 91:\-16 
1916-]7 
1917-1~ 
1918-1>1 
19111-:20 
!9:2C'-:2L 
19:21-:2:2 
19:2:2-:23 

EX11entlitttl'f' 
from-

I ReYcnnC'. Loan. 

£ £ 
13:-l,l-!.J 1:27 ,n~+ 
1:2:!.,09:1 13:>.704 

08.1:2:2 103.:25\1 
101,-!10 ll :l,MU 
so.;:;n JG('i.;-)~3 
t)!J,Ol7 :2:20,035 
70,901 l G l, 1:20 
06,008 16±,1 04 

Total. 

£ 0~ 

' 
:263,1!1)0 -!\1 
:2;JS.JJ7 

! 
5:3 

! :2ll:l,38l 5:2 
:2L).U70 ;):) 

! 
:2.J8,1 :~u Go 
~1:20./,):2 Gil 
:241,111 67 
:260,60:2 M 

--- - - -
It seems to me that, ·when sort1e gentlemen 
on tho other eicle wore on this si.de of the 
Chamber, the,- pointed out to tho Uovorn
ment of tho dav at that neriod what they 
w"rc prepared to do in the '"·ent of their 
occuvyin;s the Treasury benches. They 
pointed out ltow they would handle the 
fi1:nnces of this State, and how they \could 
unrlcrtake thG construction of the railways 
oL<t of reYenue. \Y c find now proof posi
ti Ye that the-";,- a l'f' usincr rnoncv for these 
purposes from' the Loctn ~'uncl. ' 

The figure· 1 haYc quoted prove conclu
siYcly the ::u·gumcnt put forward b,,· the hon. 
n~L'niLcr for Enoggcra that the GoYernmcnt 
nre \YOrking- on a false foundation. It \Yas 
g'Jocl enouih to crjticise the then Go'n:'rll
rnPnt and rc..'on1n1cncl certain things when 
they sat in opposition. 

Tbat L1·ings rne to a statement n1alle by 
un hon. rnc1nbcr ~itting on the 'l"'reasury 
benc-hes. He said that if his party were 
sitting on tl1is ,,iclo of the Chamher they 
cn:;lcl find fault with practically CYCJ" thing 
nnd anything ~nd oppose it. 

Tho SLCRETU~Y FOR .PrBLIC \V oRES: I could 
f!nd fault ,,-ith a good n1an~,T thing-.} too. 

}\;r_ l'I.:-\XYrELL: ::\o doubt the hon. 
gr>ntlcman could flnd fault Trith his own 
political colleag-w, if he ::keel. quit·· apart 
from me-a member of t!w Opposition. 

I not feel rlispoced to let a Yote such 
pa~s without entering n1y protest 
the system that i::; in operation ju 

\York-, D0~nrtment, nohrith~tanding' tlw 
fact that it is the policy of the GO\·ornmenL 
I refer to the system of day labour as again,-t 
co11.tract. 

A GOI'ERX1TFST l\IE:HBER: \Yhat about the 
sf.'l.Yeragc works ? 

ML }L'\X\YELL: I think iiw Jc,, said 
anout sowera•rc' \Vorks the better. I shall 
leave that too someone t'lse who is used to 

[Mr. Maxwcll. 

come- to 
c,-iclt>llt 

1o cou1pctc 8 g:ainsr 
Illini,,ter boasr< in 

an1onnt of 111unc~y :-3l1('1!t L;.
uep:trtnwnt on C:}o,·c-rnr:ncnt bnilding~. 

i" one thin~ lH! nn1~t not lo.')c ~ight of. 
that i~ that ln~ has cntc•rcd into COlllpeti

tiO:"! \\·i1lJ a ~P('tion o; tllt• Jh'opk' on \'i'htntt 
t!u' (;on'l'lJ~llCiJt nrl' leYyin,L:· 1<!'\:[!lio:l t;) lw 
lLed for 1hc purpose of killing then1. 

The S'·rTl: TAR' rnR Pn:~,rc \YoRES: Do You 
sugg( ~t that we \Yant ro kill vcoplc :· " 

:\lr. i\L\XW.ELL: So far as llis Labour 
prir;ciph•:-; <ll'C' co11ccrned. I believe the hon. 
gt.:ntJcnwn would be quite pteparcd to \Yipc 
om aw· mdu·c·try that hap]wnecl to be politi
call.\· ach-cr'>f' to his 011i11lon. I do not bclic-,·o 
for ouc moment that he would comm1it 
murder. but if it \YOre ncccssarv to ren1ove 
f1·oru hi:3 svhcrc of acti,-ity or e~liminate the 
unfortunate "boss," so that the hon. gentle
man could han· the 1vhole 0f the work avail
" blc. he \I'OulJ be prepared io carrv out 
the principlt•s of the Labour partv a1'1d do 
''·'· Onu can quite understand !hat' he would 
not be in his present po~jtion if ht~ 1.vere no1· 
pl<•pared to c•rry out the policy enunciated 
bY Lis J''<rty. 

I de:;.irc: to draw aUc11tion to a staten1c1t 
n1ado lasi njght b,v the hon. n1en1ber foi~ 
\\' anrick. If it i ·' quest ion of spending 
n gTf'at r anwunt nwncv iu tho couutrv. 
'' i1 h n Yiew to proYiding ·L0tter equipn1er~t 
und better houslng. Ci' of undertaking 
similar expenditure in the cily, preference 
sl<ould be gi\'Cll to the countrY. I do not 
like tlw ;cntin1c11ts that arC sometime:; 
f..'Yl)reS':t:d in thr. I-Ion~e pitti1;~· the count1·y 
against the cit_\-. If we are going to 1nalu~ 
C/ueemlnEd the finc,t Stale in the Colll
monwt•alth-as I reallv believe it alreadv is 
-if it is to be dc\·clo!wd to tho ntmost.' \ve 
must take et broa,cln>indcd Yiew of the posi
i ton. a a cl do v•:hat is be:;;.t in the interests of 
the countr:·. I realise at the same time that 
in the capital city of the State, whore we 
hnYe the scat of the Goyernment, it is abso
lutely P3scntial to have a certain an1ount of 
c· .pc,nclituJ·c. But \Yhen ·the scat of Uovcrn
rnenJ ha'- had ir,-: act!,-itie:-; attc'llc1{1 d tD. nnd 
has had it~ Y~nlon-. oHice-: pl propl'i.' 
\\-ot killg: order. there a.rc otlJcr to 
attended to. 

I find on and~ sing tlw expenditure from 
the Consolidated Ee,·cnue and tlw Loan 
fund. t~wt_ the country, and not the city, 
.Ila."> reccrn .. 'd 1lw gl'l'at·t:r anwnnt of n1o11cy. 

TL·,·· cx.pcndit tn·c f;·cn1 
Rcn•nuo vnd thf' 
SotHh B1·i~bnnc. 

11H' Con~oli(bt,_•(1 
jn Thi~baiw, 

brcr..-

PIJLlic Buildino· _;. fnruiturc. . . ;:-, 

tnnngs . 
Erc.-·tion. rcp.1.i~·:-'. (·tt 

Schools 
120.135 
12.C36 

l\Tnkinu: n p;l1JH1 tot l for tlH.' 
cit:' ~1f ... £133.230 

,Jmt let us have a lor-k at >Yhat the country 
has recei,-ecl. l do not think it is necessary 
for me again to emphasise the fact that I 
G.nl not objecting to this C'xpcnditui'c; if it i-, 
c.,ential. b,- all means lot it be macle. I 
b(·lievo ihat we should spend more money 
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~i it i~ rwcc~'-'ar~ to 1nakt> the people in the 
and cotufor1 ~tl>lc. 

tlw ( '-Jn:-.ulidatt'd Hercnuo 
Loo n Fund iu tl1c cotllLll'Y ha~ bc-~';1-·-

Pnhli(' LHtil(1il1g'< furnitH1'(', a:~-t 
!ittillg:, 

~:~:ect\cn, rc'pair.:'. C'tl·. 
:::Jl'llDOl."i 

"" 
2.437 

8U75 
8'\.173 

::\I:tkin~· a total for t1w (·ountry 
of · ... 8170,785 

lr "ill thus be seen that £170,785 has bcc•11 
,_><]>ended iu the country, as against £138,230 
iu the tOIYll. 

l atn Cl noting thE' se figures so that ther~ '~,:ill 
Ll· no di-:::vut-i11g that the city is not L'CcllYillg 

~1·cater rcc:)gnition than the country. 
~ The Department of PLtblic ·works is now 

a great spnnding dPpartnlc~lt. and 
;, the dutv of eYcrv nwrnbCt' of tlns Corn

m i ;tee to secure tho "greatest possible infor
mation in connection with the buildings that 
c;.ro going on-as to the anticipated cost 
uf the buildings; and •!so as to ,.-hat the 
buildings arc actually costing. Irrcspcchvo 
of tllC polic:.· of the Labour party, an oppor
tunitv should be given to some of tho tax
pavcl·s of this State-the n1en \Vho are find
ill~ the mono; for the GoYernment to spend 
-'to sulm1it ~estin1ates in cornpctition with 
the officers of the ckpartrnent. If the 
lmilclers out ,ido arc not comp~tent to com
pete· with the oflicers of. the department, I 
<-llll not go1ng to stand lll the \Yay. I sa:,? 
L•v all moans let the officers of the depart
!!Jcnt do the >York; but let them all tender 

the sa1nc plau.s and specification. If that 
. t!ouo. nobody can find fault. as a fair deal 

"·ill be n·i,·on 110t ou]v to the bUJlclers who 
c·u1ploY ~. lar~c ntunbc"r of n1cn, but also to 
;l1c ptlbhc wl~mn \Ye represent. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PcBLIC \YoRKS: J'v1en 
kLvo to be employed on the job \Yhether 
it is clone by contract or by day labour. 

Mr. ~lAX\VELL: We haYe heard a good 
of talk about the shortage of labour 

Brisbane to-day. I sa.y, and I c1nphasise 
it. that ic is the dut; of the GoYornmont to 

and not to trade. The Government 
no right to entet into corn.pctiti(.nl \Yith 

a section of th·-, taxpayers of th1s State. All 
.Jlre has to do is to analyse the depart
; ,ental report to sco tlw number of Acts that 
tlw i:iecrctarv for Public 'IV orks he-; to 
ndmini ·lCl'. "According to page 5 of the 
report, he ha::; to adn1inistcr Lho Indt~'3trial 
~\rbitration Acts, 1916 to 1923; the unem
' ,lo eel \\~ orkero,' Insurance Act of 1922; the 
l<'t.ctorics and Shops Acii. 1900-1922; the 
lll pect ion of l\Iachinery Acts of 1915; the 

of Scafio!ding ,\et of 1915; the 
Homes Acts, 1919 to 1922; the 

<wdcor · cl"·ellings ·~ction of the State 
~''h·anccs Act of 1916; tho Labour ExchanfSes 
.\et of 1915; the \Vorkers' Accommodation 
Acts. 1915 (o 1921; the Electric Liv,ht and 
l'm;or c\ct uf 1896; the Metropolitan \Yater 
i:iupply and Sewcrag·o Acts, 1909-1921; the 

Act of 1916; the Trade "Cnion Act of 
; the \Yci;.d1ts and .Measures ~\cts. 1906 

t,, 1912; the l'aims Hydro-Electric Power 
hwstigation Board Act of 1922; aml tho 
\Y 1ter Pov;er Act of 1922. And the hon. 
f:'entlcman is tabling more Bills \\·ith octopus 
tc·ntaclcs to try and secure control of other 
things. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PCBLTC \YORKS: You 
did not quote them all. There is the State 
Enterprises .A .. ct. 

i\Tr :\L\::\.IYELL: I knov: about that. but 
tlH L'lwirman \H)uld bring 1110 up with a 
round turn if l dealt \Yith that. It ha:;; becu 
~uch a bunglP that one~ does not need to 
r11cntion it. Unp \Yould irnaQ:iue dwi with 

a COll!.dolTlC•l'Htic,n of r:1alters to attend 
LJ, h011.~ gc•ntlcnHln \\-old J ha YC had quite 
.~:-'LLl!~CiL'llt to do, \Yithout 0nteri~1g into corn
pctitioll ,,-ith i' ~cc1 ion o£ the taxpayers. 
:\chYithstancliiJg all tlutt·J the hou. gclldC'lna.u 
will not gi1·e an opportunit to the builders 
of thi._ l'onnnuni1·v to 111ake c~tinwrcs or 
::-.uLnlit tl'nders fo/ ·yrork in connection \vith 
lu-:, dl'llartn1C'llt. owiug tn the iJl'inciplc that 
h<Cs been c•mmcint<•cl b" his party that day 
lnLoul' n1nst ubtaln. After an experience 
pmcticcLlly of a lifetime, I tell the hon. gon
tlt:·nwn that dav labouL' is a farce and a, 
failure under~ Govcrnn1cnt or unclcr 
1uunicipal control. 

The SECH£1'.\Il\: FOR l'CBLIC '\YORKS: Tell Us 
something etbont the \Yarrnambool break
W<-ltcr. That '\ras a contract job. 

l\1r. l\1AX\YELL: There is no need to 
tell the hon. gentleman anything about that. 
\Yo need not !2.'0 to \Yarnu-uubool. I'h•_:~rc are 
nuy auJount of bungle:-:. here. ·without going a:-. 
far us \Yan·nan1booJ, and th~· hon. u:entlPn1an 
ought to be the last JtJall to talk about 
bnng-lc~ 

The SEC'HLT,\llY FOR I'cBLIC LA:\DS: \Yhat 
aboLit the tunnels on the Cairns railway? 

Mr. l\IAXWELL: I know nothing about 
the 11Tongs that lm,-e taken place there. I 
llnl dl'nlillg IYith the cor1ditiou of afiairs as 
they L':\:lE.t to-day. The hon. gcntlP1nau and 
his co!Jpagm•s know full well that these 
ruistakc. are occurring repeatedly. but 
silllpl:. Lecans: il ·;,,the policy of tho GoYern
mellt, thc·y ,till l" rpohmte then. I \nmt to 
enlpha_-~i~0 that tJoint. 

The 0ECRETAHY ron l'cnuc L.GDS: The 
::\ll'tropolitan '\Yatcr Supply and SCIYCrage 
lloard a t·c net too sure about the contract 
;-y .h'n1. 

:\Ir. :\IAX\YELI.: I would ad-.-ise rhe hon. 
gent lcnlnll not to say anything about tho 
\YaL~T and Se\\ crage Board .and the "\York 
whi, h has bt:en done bY tlH?ll1-I an1 not 
goi:1g to bL' drav\'11 int•J ·~that· 1natter. The 
h011. gcntlcru<:tu that .an 0xpcrt \Yas 
brought up fnml South to aLh-ise as to 
tht~ bL _ t ltlCalB to adopt in regard to i he 
~ :>.q'l'age :;.ysn'nl, and ho reC)l1llllClH1ed tho 

to f'illOr 

If hon. members opposite 
for lh(•rrJsclYc ', \Yl' know 

let it out b,- coErrnrt. if thev do 
" The> arc not " 

syst -~lll of day 

The SECRET\111 rorc Prnuc 
1 • the l\T ctropolitilll 

B·.)nl'Ll on 

i\lr. :\L~::\.IYELL: That mattet· bas been 
cxpo~ec1. 

The PcBLIC L.\XDS: :{t 1s 

Mr. ]\,iAX\YELL: I knoY. it is net a 
L<1bonr boaFl. 

The s~cRET\RY FOR l'rDLIC L.\C.: DS : It 13 
rt Tory board. 

l\1r. :\IAX\YELL: I am a\Yarc of what 
the hon. gentleman refers ro and also of a 
lot of other things. but I a m not going to 
tell the hon. gentleman nb•)nt thorn. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR Pl-BLIC L.\XDS: \Vhy 
keep them dark? 

Jil'. Jlaxwell.1 
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:\lr. ::\IA:'~\'1"-:LL: Then• j, another matter 
to 1rit~d1 1 \Y<un ro Ihc .attention of 
ho11. l)!cmbt•r -r;l:~ 1· t'ouncction \Vith 
thL' o1l't T1·adt'"' m Brl~bane. the csti-

~llt~'l'iiJg \Yhich \Yas £2.6:::;7. 
\Ya;;. n10._dc bY the Trade 

~\·al o~ 1 he hall to anothrr 
O\Ying to the nnsafe 

it \Yas ab~olutch· 
~t \YaY to another sit{!. ~I~ 

('Olltl'!ltit•n is if ihat building 1;a~ nn~af~ 
for irs tb !l. f C'urants--rhc Tra(lc~ Lnion;::;
it is <1 b~<;lntch· iuf' 1 fc ltO\Y. That ~-.a YOurs 

of :--onJclhint· \ c·rY fislr. and is sornething 
"-hich rc•qu:rl':3 :-.c.;Jnc inquiry. It is good 
enough :::'or the• · Eci.ucation A--~:ocia-
tion. the: ConntiL and tho 
Tpnchcr~· but it \Yas. not 
good l'JL,ugh 

::.\lr. PL.\~F.: are n1en of w-eight. 
(Laughter.) 

:llr. ~.L-\:S:WELL: That i~ more than I 
can ~aY of the hon. n1c1nber-he is a feather
wpight. !Lat« hter.) I want to knO\Y why 
the· f' .sho:dd 1H? rhar nr..1ch IYaste and cxtra-
Yng·ane•~ r· bnilding such as lhat, afte1· 
,y))a t y, c lwa1·cl on the floor of this 
C1Hlnilwr el~t'\\·hcre to the effect that the 
bu1L1ing '":-~~ 111 w i~1g ro the raih-. ay 
uudcr~lP<ttL, IYould haYe to be rcnlDYed 
for p' .. ll'[JO~e:::. I 1\" .. )ldd like to ha Ye 

cn tha.t point. 
The SEChE;:.\RY 'O:: I?rBLIC 'YoRI\:S: 1~ou 

8hou1d 1L""!Y0 di:-:-clE·l·d rhat on the Hailw.nY 
E::-t1Dlc:t•..:· ·, ~ 

~ll·. },L\X~\YELL: ::'\o; \\·c ha-.-c got ir on 
thj::; Yor:~. 

Tiu_ .::)_:::cnrT.\HY FOR PrnLF' \YonKs: It b '.J 

nothing ro do '\YiLh thi~ .·ore. 

hem. 

gd th. 
anc1 hC>r plal t • 

~\s fi:'~!chi:Ig the anl·-·Enf of n1onc,· IYhich 
is b0i11g ;;;;p~·n~ in tht• citi• as conq•arcd IYith 
the anlolnlt \Yhich i:-:- b~ .p:, ~)~·udcd in the 

e )untrY, I dra\Y ath::Iition 
[4 p.:11.] to thP" <•rcction of the f-Ian1ilton 

eo 1 d :::tore.::- \Y hi eh \YC know yr rY 
well a r goln~ eo be n::-cd by thP prin1ar~~ 
produc~.'rs of the Stal'"' Evd'Y opportunity 
and {'Yt:rY f<willtv shonlc1 be offered to the 
prir1_El.:•T ln·cdncf'l~~ to cor.duct thC'ir bu:::ine~s 
'iTlH_lcr the n1o~t fa,-curaule conditions. but 
the qnl''-tion has been raised by experts as 
to \Yhcrh{'l' a ',d-_)~~Q· \Y<:l~ not done bY the 
:;r;ni~tur in chnrg0'~· of the Dcpartn1ci1t of 
.\gri:"nltnre at the tin1P i~1 placing the stores 
itJ the position in which the~/ are being 
bilt. 

I sbou1d like ~l1St) to refer to the> dcplor· 
.able condir:on of sontc of our 11nblic bnild
i~Js>-~. I h<:Yc i.n rnir:.d. for instanf'E', the 
St{l)femc Cr1lHt buildin£!', which I n1cntioncd 
on j_ rlw E:-:-tinl ,re,_ la~t ycnr. l-.-nlc~s the 
~Iinj~trr t ke·~ -chat, bnil~1in~.r in ha11d and 

it. hr \Yiil haYe ro :-cr.~p 
to the Tn;a sur Build~ 

1ng, rennil'('~ nttrntiou. I think 
it w:1s ,~·ho ~aid. ·· There is one 
thing above aE othf'r;;:: \OU need to do. and 
thot i~ to lor~k \YC'll tc'~ •.-mlr front." There 
is no nc(·rqit~· to go i1lsidc the Trcafury 
Buih1ing'. or many other public buildings, 
to re,1lisc the n0ce<::sitv for some attention. 
Let the GoyPrnrncnt look >Yell to the front 

[Mr. Jlaxwell. 

of their buildinp;f in tile iutcrc3t of their 
!'l"P~C'l'Yation ,tnd keeping theu1 up to date. 

)Jthuup;h I not ~s<.lnt to y,-ork the pari~h 
j'll!llJl. I lllu't 'Yith 'omc of the 6chools 
· I refer pa rticularh- h the 

ldtich, as tlle :\linis'tcr \Yell 
u~ an alligator's back. 

l'c -do!;e for the painting 
Sm11c \Y·ork at the Too\Yong

E.; HL'CC''"iary, anL1, although I 
nctice t~1a1 twentY-ont' lH'\Y :-;chool"' haYe 
~JC't>n Cl'<:cn•d in and~ nronnd Brisbane. I wollld 
take thi:-: oppotcullit:· of bringing under- the 
notif'P of the hon. !l:cnrlcn1au the need for 
a lH!~1Y ~chool at _..\ nchcnflo\Ycr. 

Tlh b0ll indiented that the hon. m em bcr's 
lime hnd expired. 

::\Ir. GLEDSO'\ ill'-''ric!t): I '"ould like 
t;1c }Jini·tcr. when l'CJ1lying, to give us 
~01110 ick'l :s to t1H' rcn~on for the reduction 
in lhc ilcm for the ,\rehitectural Branch. 
I am "'"arc of tbe Q·ood 'York that this 
Lranc11 has been abl" l'o do in the prepara
tion of phm, and I should like to know 
v·hrthcr the reduction in the Yote means 
lhnt rhe office >Yill not be as efficient and 

cJpahle of (arryin£; on the \York a.s in 
P'"t. I think that 'Ye can sav that 

1hc• braneh has bc<•n able to prepan:i plans 
to "·hich noborh' cDu!d take exception. I 
hrn-(' no f'Olnnlaint to n1nk0 about tho \York 
ir hn.~ for huildiuQ·s in rnv electorate. 

the 1-imc tha't it ~~on1ct::tln1cs ·tak0~ 
on to o. pnrticular jDh 

ink that it 'Yonld be nrccssarv 
t;) put on addition·d draft~nlen r -:.ther thai1 
dC'("n'::~-~ the nunt11cr. 

.\nnthcr matrcr to which I \Yould like the 
to u:ivt' ~:lmP o.ti:ention ·when 

1Yllet11C'1: lt 1rould 11ot b~~ {)0:";-,ible 
the :o-orYiccs c-: the buil-ding· tradt 

a~)Pl"l'llii,~t'5' of clt>partmcnt in th~ drafting 
ff"r. ;:;;ay. n1onths of thci:;_· apprcn-

1-o g·ivc th0n1 n r·bnnco to learn 
of the "·ork th'1t gol?s on there. 

~ot onlY \\-onld snch a practiCe teach them 
nh mt thP ·dn1fting work. but it would also 
nl<ll\:0 thc1n better trac!e~n1cn. 

The SrcRETARY FOR I'rBLTC \YoRKS: That 
is a yer~- gocJ idea. I will g-o int9 it. 

:\Ir. GLEDSOX: It ,-oulcl help the boys, 
and tlw~· Foulrl be able to read plans Yery 
much lwtter ancl lwcome Yet·v much better 
\YorknH"'ll than Dlhl'nYi~f'. ~ 

Another item on which I '"otlld like some 
inforn1nt1on is thl' Yotc of £700 as .a. grant 
to rhc Cairn' Hnlro-Elcctrir Power Invcsti

Board. Is that a priYate board, or 
it under the direction of the Go.-ernment? 
The SECRETARY FOR PnLic \YORKS: It is 

P~tabli:~hf'd nndcr t~H' _\et PDs~cd last sc;!sion, 
and is apr-ointecl J,y the local authorities. 

}ll". GLEDSOX: It v;a- a matt0r I >Yas 
sure about. The hon. membe1' 

certainly championed tho c1nse 
builder·> of the State thi, 

He took up pracri< ,lllv all hi, 
t~m0 in tr--inQ' to saY ~omrthiiHr for then1. 
DurinQ· the f'i~·ht or ~1lno Ycnrs "thr Govcrn
lll0nt haYc been in office 'noborlv has been 
ablP to point t1H' ftngc1· of ~coni at any of 
rL~ ' nrJ.:s which thev lwYe < nriccl Dnt, 
"\YhrthPr L\ rlav 1nbou\· or contract. Thnt 
cannot be ·,aid "of tlw control bv hon. mem
ber, oppmite end their friencJ-, Pick up 
any pn pcl' yon like and ~ee what is going 
on nnder some of the Gm·emments. Take. 
for inc.tanr0. the inquirv \Yhirh is going on 
into the \Yar Senice Homes! Look at t!w 



Suppl!J. [~8 SEPTE~IBEn.] Suppiy. 13±9 

\Y;_,l':i'1:<lmboo1 broak1Ya1c'r Ct~C'. or the lntild
ing- o·~ tht' {_'c_)llllllOllWC'a1th '-hips, and eotu

anY of rlw:n 1rith tltc clean record of 
Cn<·:•r:lnJC'llt under the day lahonr 

tr:.m: The llJC:l'st i.h:1t call ll(' · .sui~_1 
i~-tat ::·::-rc:H i~ that ihc y-orkmen cn~·1~rcd 
in tile. <tctu;_:_} '\':ork 1nay f.;"Pt too lnuc.:h--

jil' YO\\LES: Do you ad1nlt that: 
"}.[r. GLEDSO~\: But it cam•ot be ""id 

thnt all\Loc1,· t:1c \York i::: g-•ttin_-o 
unydJill,:.!' cnlt lllCl1llll'r...; cf thr~ 

())1(':-; 

:nt'JnLrr::; of the Ol'J10-
2'P1 .anY11lil1!..!.' out Df it. and 
~,\-ho (;·~;t ,_ ont of it 

-V",'( f~c :nPll Lr hu11y Pngagcd 
\Ye U\ldc1 cf'r1ainl. let 

nntl I ~np~,o~(; 
t:Jaa bY da\· 

IYh~·n yen~ r ·.l'nr i"o cxnn1inc 
yon ,", on1<1 f'11ll1 1 hat yon hatl 1~ot g·ot 

th~> tll;f' ('1a- of \York:. quit'." inr1cpenc1eiltl~· 
nf \Yb'tlH"l' tlw ,_--~ 1 lc'c·iftu11ion \Ya:o: the 'Hl'le or 
J:r ;_ 

-:\Ir. \To\.-u:s: I~ that not a con1lllcntary 
on ;he i11Si :ciJr:~? 

:\It. GLEDSO~: h i' not. An in,prctor 
cau~~'J1 lw on th0 job nll t}H' tin1c. If ~o. 
yn::~ •.Yonld nrPd n'n nnuy of inspcctDr:-: to 
~·:ntch pr 1cti. l'YC'i'Y iol1. and in that 
('[1"' \. ill\1 the cost to the department 
be? It \\0nlcl in<'lwle not. onlY the time of 
thr rontntctor hin1A'1f but th- 0xpC!1SC of thr 
othc·· man ,~.-ntchin~.!: hin1 a1l the timf'. ),_s 
1hr bon. lllC'lnbcr 'for Bo\YC'll reminc1s 11'"'C. 
inspC'l'rm·~ nndrr prcYious :\dl_nini<::'tl'ations 
winkC'd i-hcil' C'\'0 at rcrtain '\YOrk that '\Yas 
do!1l'. It- \Ytl;:;:; ·a l1o\Y0c1 to lWSS brrnn~c tho 
in'Jledor" were controllccl by politicians, I 
snppo'e-h~- n1en \Yho \Yerc ( ·Jntrollell b~· 
thP C(mh·actOl''~-practiC'al1·: speaking-and 
\rorking· 1n co11usion \Yith them. 

\Yhat does the hon. member for Toowon,; 
::.ay in eonn 'C'1 ion '\Yith contract \T;ol'k with 
rc~pert to his business? Sonll'one win ronv~ 
nlon£r anL1 say to hin1. " Look at the :-tatP 
th~s ~p1are is 'jn.'' T.bo r(•ph· is. "Oh. thP 
' incl blL'\Y the paint off." (Oppuition 
laughter.) l-nder the contract systcn1 work 
can be tnnkJ ont more chea.pJ:-~. but the work 
is not as good as the work done nnc1N the 
duy~labour- s;·sten1. I an1 not going to say 
that eYcry job carried ont nndcr the clay~ 
lli!Jonr """tem has been succc. <full·: and 
cronon1ic;~1l~v accon1plished. In cert~in in-
2l<tnce~, there Ina-,· hase been thin!..'!,'S 1-rhic.h 
r>Jilitatccl again.,( thE· chrtnce of (he work 
bcinq- done cconoinicr,lly. Just as you require 
good managernent in conneciiDn with the 
C'C1ltract s~·s1cn1. so you also rcqniro good 
n1arHtgPn1ent in connection wirh the day
h bonr "· .. ,tom. The La bonr GoYornmcnt ha Ye 
iniiia.tecl thC' policy of day labonr in Queens~ 
lDnd. nn(l I ~-av without f0a.r of contradiction. 
flfter tltirt:\·-fi,:e ~·cars' experience in QnGens~ 
1 ·nd unclPr all svstems of workinQ:-contract. 
d:1y labour, and piecC\York-thD:t work 1s 
·carried out. better under t.he day~laLour 
:.:~ sten1 '\Yi th proper snpervision a 11cl propC'r 
1nanagt'n1cnt than under nn~,. other s::stcm. 

The hon. n1cn1hcr for Too\YODQ' al~o 
rderred to the old Trades Hall. and said 
that tllC'r£' was something in connection with 
it that saYmll'cd of ~omething ver fi'S-ltv in 
relation 10 the Deportment o(I'ublic iYorb. 
Tha.t building. ae 0veryonc knmvs. is erected 
r·vcr thP raihya, !in,'. The hon. o:entlcman 
knows lhat. ihe1:e is nothing fishy ~about the 
t:·:u::;ine.5s. The action in connection with thnt 
11uilding- was n1ade put)iic. As thP ln1ilding 
'\Yas crcc::ccl over the 1 nnn0L the Railw:1~· 

Df'rHHtnlcnt o1Jthill('l1 n r~:por1 
811(1 a.;; ~1 ro::.ulr nf thar l'C'lln:·l 

nd-,-j;;;ablc to re.~·nn10 tlw, 
lnrildin~.t could be· 
r·,ya~: ~Yith ::nC'h n 
tlnu}cL 

on the n:.attcr. 
it r:n:- dC'C'rlH'rl 

"'0 1h·1t thP 
awl thu" do 

of the 

::\1 1'. ~.1.-\.X\YELL: ::\I,_He 11l011f~-
spcnt 0~1 th~." bnilding. 

:\Tr. C~LEDSO~: Tlw hon. !;;-nn"\v 
o11t in t1H:> 1dwL: n1att{1 l' ,\·a~ 

J ,·Jt:d ("~)Ul';-, and l'C'(I5Ql1:; \YCJ'C• <::"i'>CH f!S 

to v;h~- 1 hl: l1uilding ho clc.~o1i~1H:>cl. 
T'!l" ·,yholc o~ 1 he nrocc:. \re re p'tblishC'll 

The' hon. for Too·\Yong-
he into thio Chamber 

·Of 1 be Tt·n rlc" Hell 
c.[ their Lnilc1~n~ 

('l'('C'1lllg 

Ji:.;;11y. 
lllC'111hCL' 

nH'lllLC'r 
":Hl tllc 1-b.ll 
Lonnri1 'YCTC nb1:> to nbt tl;-1 n in Th·j;;:._ 
lwnc for 1 he C'l'Cction of ancthc-, Trndl's Hnl1. 

'\lr. YO'"L\:3: The:; ohtc inccl a fredwid. 
too. 

:\1 r. CLEDSO~: TlH' hon. ,,,.•m\wr for 
anll hi~ friend~ \YOHLl lL1Yi' lil~crl 
th0 trodc nnion.:;. and tb• Tr:tde:;; 

l-fall Connril out of Bri ... bntlt' alto -pihcr a.nd. 
-()nt thcnl ~cmc\dlE'rt" \Yhc.!'e tho: \Ynn!d nDt 
l!~l,-l? a pine.• to n1eet in. 

The C1LHR'\IA~: Ortlrr: I hop0 tlw 
hon. g-cntlcn1<1n \vill not pur· <ll' il~·H 1inc of 
a1·gnn1ent. 

:\lr. c;LEDS(I~: I Qm "'nno thilc 1hc l;on. 
ntcnlbcr for Too\Yong \Ya:'i not in order. and 
I 8111 nnt gojng to pUl':'-llP that liD(' nf a.rgn
rncr:.t. 3.1r. l~inYan. DO\Y that YOU inEDnn 1ne 
that I a1n not in order in do~n.!! '30. There 

re 01hcr malters that I \Youltl lik· 10 t•mch 
unon. but perheps I 5hall deal wi·h them on 
a rwt her \01 e. 

:\Ir. 1\IORG.~\~ ,Jiurillu): The hon. mc·cn~ 
ber for Ip"'·irh knmy< perf<'ctly \Yell that 
n~cn under the cJay~Jal··om· SYotcm Jlw offtcers 
in ch:nu-e of th0 'rrH:n hrt.y~ not fn1l powr~r 
<'ncl anthorit\~. He lmon·s that it is poosible 
for a huge c~prnditurc to be inctFred nEder 
that svstem \Vithout an adennaie benefit being 
recci\~ecl in retnrn. It i-::.' jnst rtS poEsib1e 
kr men t'mplo:-~c,J under the clnY~lab•mr 
s~,~tcnl to rob tho con1n1uniiv as it is for 
t ~lOsP employed unc1er ihe cOntract ;;~~s1-ctn. 
If YOll ·-f;e a n1an in the course of his ;, ork 
whCcling only one ban·o\Y of muck whc:1 he 
st--.ould rea.ll:., be whl2ling two. it is q~Ji1e 
possible that that \York "~j!] cost clonblc
the amount that it shonld if the nwn ,,vo·o 
f!.'1Ytng- ;" fair rt1i'urn for the wages the:-,r 
arr· receiving. The "-hole tronb1P is lhat 
rncn will loaf on the GoYCl'D!ncnt just the 
srune a-s the"'; '\Yill loaf on nrh·atc C'Ontra:::i"ors 
if the:-~ are "allmvcd to do· so. A 3'l'cat dc"l 
t~epends on the o\~crsf'('l'S Dr tht~ 111011 in 
chal":;e of the different gano:s. 'The trouble 
l;rs in the fact th<•t perhaps in son1r; instances 
thow in charge of the different gang·.; aro 
r.ot mpport"<! b,v the GoYernmcnt. or dcpart
lllCnta 1 hends in rc2:ard to thP disn1i.;;sa]• 
that ta.kc 1;\ac€'. An ~oycrscer n1aY disn1i3::.:. rt 

n{r.n who 'i., a loafer. and the i·est of thP 
men sin111l~· ,do-,' n 1 ool-: and thP o~.·0rscer 
!'r:cei,-es n) considet·ation fl·un1 rhc rler-;nrt~ 
llll'nt. The O\~CrsCPl' \vill soY that his br0ad 
'"~rd bnttPr .dPprnd~ upon re'taininz his po'3i
tion. in the ."an1c \Yav as the \Yorker's bread 
and huuer dl'1Jt'lHh ~1non rctainin.g· hi:". joh. 
l'nfortnnatd".- v;hen thP OYer:'-!ecr or ~angel<' 
in charge i-s· not supporte'd by the }lini.?tc:!' 

J!Jr. Jiorgan.] 
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or 1 he Jfft-·ial !JCil(1 of 1 he• d·~'JHl~·t-nh'nL he 
~;<:tnrall:. ,,,, . ·· \Yh:· ~hould I trouble•? [ 
::un g:oing t,) tal\ t.bc liut• oE 1r•u.q
nnd - ] er ~ dll' n1c11 do i u~t as- tbf'~,
bcran,c. if I do rJJlC'n,~isc•. I a1n 1;nt 
in br> back(·'l np by tht• cleparn111'llt· and 
lllHY be rr'l<to\·vd to another j()b .1.nd t~re nwn 
whm11 1 h~tYC disn1i.-scd }y:cal!sc he• did not 
g·i,-c a Llir return for the ·wauc~ bt._-:: rccPiL.'d 
\\ill Lt• rc•instatcd.j~ :::::. 

}Jr. Pr-:.-\:::E: Tlwt i"" a nice L1in· toJe. 
:Ur. :\fClHG.,:'\: It i' not a fai;·v i"h'. l 

han• Cor:_Yl't':'l'd \Yith 111CI! in charg1~·· t)f rrung::, 
in nt: o\nl clcctcnate nncl in other ll:t~ts ~f 
QlWf'n~hnd in the: :-:nmc~ ·way as I \Yonlcl 
i!:quir0 uf nuy other per~on n:-. to ho-w thirii!:3 
;-ne· ~ning en. ·~ 

The ~ECHJ:T.\.RV FOH Pl nuc L.\.xns : }Io\\~ 
<l1l' lndnstric" ruu nuclpr the• da,y-JaLour 
SY.StClll 

l\lr. YowLF.~: Bccau~l) thc•ro is suffielr.nt 
snper\·i~ion. 

),Ir. :\IOHG.\X: l_;nder the contr•1ct s\·stcm. 
if a nHU1 i~ di:-.Ini.:::sE'd Lcutusc ho is uot 
giYing- n L1ir l'( 1nrn for hi~ 1-rages, thf' person 
1 t·~po~1:-iblc for that di~1nissaJ- is barkl:d np 
h,y h1s C'n1ployer l~nfonunarcly, in 1111111~y 

undc1· 1 he dnY-labnur :::;v~ten1~tlw ::\lini·~-
ter that \YlHtt I mn. saying- is tn..1c~ 
~uch a 1 \Y<lYf'- tlll:: ca..;;c. 

:Ur. l'EI"C: Ynn had better nnt sav that 
t,, the :\I<.'tro)<oiitau \Yater Suppli· ,tn,1 
~;C'IYl'ragt' Hoard. 

:\Ir. :\Hl]{(;),'\: \Ye knm1· thn'·. when n 
ll!.1ll 1s di"'rni~::::C'd, od1cr n1cn ';•;ill down tools 
<!!Hl p:o 011 ~trikc. 

The Sr:cRET.iBY FOR PL.BLIG \Yom;:,.;: I have 
P\'YCl' l"l'ill3UJ.tctl a. n1nn \Yho l;as been justly 
di-sn1i~:-t'tl. 

=.\lr. \'owu>: The lll(lttCr nc'YCl' got th,lt 
far. 

Mr. :\LOH(;.\ :\ · H a man is 'ackc•J and j, 
then :;·ein~n1ted. the n1e!: nutl~J~ thz> !T<-llF'~'f_'r< 
~ife Jni...:t'n~blt', and Pn~~tualJ.Y. thn1 a g ~lg(•r 
ll(J::' t~1 ,--._on:::c-nt to a. tran:"tcr or ts u·ansferrecl, 
and Jt 1:-1 ~lated that it is done becanse he 
('Hnuot ht't on 'With the 1110n en1ploycd unJ0r 
hinL. That- is why the day-1abo;li. s~.·stem 
C''-~lTic•d on b.'< the UoYcrnn1cnt is not as 
J-'~tlsfacrnry H::i it \Yould be under Drher 
f'l rcutn~tancc."'-. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR PCBLJC LAXDc : Thr, 
wmkmen >vill uot be exploited. 

:\Ir. :\IORGAX: It is not a matier of 
ex_ploitatlon. 

The SECRETARY FOR PlBL!C L.lc.:US: H 1' 
f'1'p1oitation of n1usclcN. and f'ine\Y5. 

:\lr. :\IORGAX: The Sccretarv for Public 
Lands knows that oft-en in a ga~g n f t0n 
men Jlerha l-" one will be found who ",Yill loaf 
on h1s compa!Iions. lie IYants his fellow 
wc,rkers to do his share of the work tuo. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'cBL!C LIXIlS: Thev 
h:n~e t-o do that under our social SYI'3t-eni. 
Wbat >Yill that ma.n haYe to do-star~·e? 

:\11' .. HOR9AN: I han' known in gang' 
of five or :;:1x n10n who haYo combined to 
ca:T:v on ringbarking that where <nie of tho 
nnmbcr is not doing his fair ,here of the 
\York tlw o!hl'r~ in~ist upon hin1 leaving, 
bcf'a 11~c h0 IS loafing and eo:npolliug then1 
to do sol1Je of the work that he should 
i't'[l:'lODably 1J(' t'XpC'f'1Ccl tO do. 

Tlw SECBETiRY FOR PFB!.IC LAXDS: \\'hat 
'nndd you dn with that class of n1an? 

:\[1·. :\lORGA:'\: "'nul cl it not be better to 
giYP hi111 a pelF-ion, if 1H'f'0ssarv. rather than 
allow- hin1 to enuse di:;:turbancC unJong~t his 

[lllr. 31organ. 

\York JL<Hl.::i '? Tlw hon. gonr lc1nan~ ,y}Jo ha 
had t'XlWricnce aDHllli;.' gang~ of n1C'n, knOi\":c· 

that OllL' nuln c.1n can--e cli<satidaction 
nlatn- f:ood IYOI'ker.., allc1 have a 
in a 'st.;ue of tnrmoil. It i~ 1hat 
ihat G-oYPl'lll1H'tlt offi6nls ha\-(' to 
with in thf' r:mp1o;.-ment of nll'l1 under r he 
rlav-Inbonr ~~~stem. I IYOuld hkc to read a 
shc;rt extroc·t· fmm tlw report of :\[r. Smith. 
ihc ofticPl' in chnn2.·P cf the State ~~rlYancl'' 
Cnq)Qrntion. Thj~ ls onl~, o1H' of 11111.11;; 

cxamplPs that hus man<H.tcd to get into print 
in fa ,-otn of the co;11 r,tct s~-~il'ln. and lW"
sibly it ha...: csrnpl'cl the notice of the CoYcnl
nH'llt. }Jr. bn1ith ~tn1-e:::-

'· The cliffcrcnee tJcb·c•cn the to:ai 
an10l1111 aplH'OI~cd and lht' anlcn!nt actu
nli, l"'icl i' account cl for h,· tlw contr,·ct 
tlrict' lH'ing le':::~ than draft f'"tlnEttr '. '' 

That i, OlH' , f tlw point' that :\h. Smnh 
1nakcs iu his report. 

The SECHET.IRY FOB Pc:nr.rc \YoREO:S: Thac 
is Yt)ry 0a il.v cxpJainccl. 

:\Ir. :\fORG~.\.X: It j, yen· easih Pxplaincd, 
hut it :"holY·~ that a eertnin~.a1nou~1t of n1onc~ 
had be{~n 8 ppl'GYcd of for the (·reC'tion o'f 
certain dYic'llinQ"~. and that. wh0n tendE:~r, 
v.-Cl'l eaill)d for:- the price~ quoted \H'rc lc:-s 
tha11 the c~tiHw_tcs. 

'l'hc SEcRET.\HY FOR PrBLIC \Yon.Ks: In u, 
good nJan.;· ca.srs thry ell'<' n1orc. The ·dcpart
llH'nt npprcn-p.;; of a C{·rtain fix0d amount, and 
rho pri('f' nlaY be nwrc o1· it n1n~· be lc:s. 
approYe of them a]nJo:::t every day. 

:\Ir. :\fOHG.-\:'\: Th('J'0 H n cliffel'011C'c' 
lll't\Yocn the C' tinwtc·c ancl tlw contract pricc,s 
het>Yec"l 1910 and 1923 of owr £500.000. and 
:\Ir. Sn1ith. jn e\:plalning that g·a-rc tho 
roa:-:ou that I ha YP ju~t qnotPd. That i3 one 
illn. ... trntion fnnn n.n officer of tllC' dcpartlncut 
wl1ich. in that· period. l1a~ .spe11t 01 l' 

£2.000.000. and apparent!:;· ''"~eel oYn' 
£500_000, her a u . ..;;(' 1 hP eontrart prices IYE.'J'C 

Jpss than tho p..;tlnl:-tte.;;; placPd on tlw "\York 
h:r Gon'l'llHH'llt n(f-l.::i;dc'. The pccnllar polnt 
i< that thi< i< clainwd H' a profit. rnd0r the 
GoYC'l'rlll!C''lt JllC'l hod of IUll'kinQ' thev ~a\. 
bccau'c of thi> fact. dmt from 1910 to 192a 
thl'n~ ha'- bel'n a ~a,-ing h,,- f'ntf'ring· into con
nads of orn £500.000. Had the Gm·ernmcm 
off-icial <'"'tiinatcd the cos1 of Cl'rtajn buil·ding.;; 
at £2,00J,C00. and thc'n aftenYanlc it '""' 
found that the "·ork '""' done for £500.000' 
!{,,,~ the Govcrnn10llt would haYf~ said, ';Look 
at >vhat ,.,, lHlYC '"""cl Jw the daY-labour 
'·"'ten1. \Ye haYc caYccl £500,000 ·for the 
pnblic... This rPJlDrt shmv' that ihc Gm·ern
ll\PDi "'wcl £500.000 for the people of Queens
land. If that '""ing had been effected under 
day la·bour. tlw Go\·e1·nment nwmbPrs would 
lw;~c had tlw fact cmblawnecl in big· letter,, 
and Goycrnmcnt lncnlbcrs \Yould haYc 
asserted llwt da:;· labour had be0n proYcd to 
be cyer so mnch better than the contract 
systPnl. as it ftad saYcd in that period 
£500.000 in building home' fm· the worker2. 
\Ye haYe endenYourecl in the past to induce 
the GoYernment. before proceeding 'vith da,·
Ia bour work under thPir o1Yn officers on p<;:;ti
Jnatcf'\ prcpar0d hv th0ir Ol\'11 officlah. to hnYe 
th0 cstin1.atPs ch~~clu•d bv some person inde~ 
pendent of the clq1artme'nt. If the work 'vas 
carriNl out at a cost helm,- the estimate, then 
rrPdit could b~~ t<-~kcn for Pffccting a saving. 
\Ye knm1· that GoYcrnment offieials do not 
\"i·ant to put too Io1v an cHin1atc on works~ 
ancl that tl1ev lea Ye a mari"in; and if the 
work i' com]lletccl for lc" than the estimated 
cn>t, thcv claim to haYe saved so much 
mon0y. \Yt-:. ha\~0 one hngc iJlusrration to 



~hcnY -,yhat tht..';..;•' c:--tin1atc"3 nrc "\Yorth. lion. 
mcnlbcr-... nppo,-itc talk of ·what ha::: happened 
at \\~a-;_Tllantbool <.Hlll i11 otl!cr parts ot \,..ir
toria. l1ut 1r\• HL'cd onlv refer to \Yhat has 

at the Inkernlan irri!..!:ation \YOrks. 
h.1 '...: n c~~nn1ission of 

conm'"t eel with 
\Yorks. lt nw,- be 

IYC' kno\Y that fho;-;e 
\\·n:·k:-: n :·c C'Oi tl~· co--t 200 IJC'l' cent. lllOl'C' 

~ \HUI the ~tdn~tl of tlu: GuYC'rnn1ent 
<•fJl.c-ia1·. I~ t1Iat not ~~..-andn lons '! If that 

cccnJTc•d in nnv othor State, a. con1n1is
()f inquiry \Y~Jldd hav(· lH'C';l appointed 

the rr ~pon,ihilit.'~ for the discrepancy. 
that C'Yt'll the hon. Inen1bcr for 

Bo'.:cn. y·ho rcpre~cnb tllnt area, \Yi11 in the 
{uturl' be amoug tho~c \Yho 1vill dc1nnnd nn 
ilHIUin- tn ilnd nt!i- \', ho bluncl~'l'Cd, and ~Onlc
on;, h;l:3 blundL'l'l'•d n1iscrablY. So~nconc has 
}n·o,·ed definitely 1hat he \YaS not capable for 
1l1c jub hl' qnrlcrtook. The people int(•rcstcd 
;•r Inb•rmnn ,~j]J probabl; be saddled with 
tlun r•xpcurliturc. I coul r1 n1cntion othPe 
ln::tctnct• .... if I dt ·i1·ecl, but it i::; no u~c \vast-
1n!2.' the tiniC of the- Conuuiitcc. ..=-\n l1on. 
'lH~lllhcr has polnrctl out that there ha~ been 
no ~l'an-dal; lnn tlH'l'C' has bc0n 110 :;::.candnJ 
lJc•c-al!":-C no comn1i"·~ion of inquiry has been 
GJl]1"illtPd. \\'<' ,hall di>COYCl' 0\~Cntual!v bv 
~.d1nn1 th~~ hnge blunder thcrt' has been· pcl:
pctn:tcd. The~(' offic:als arc suppt.sec1 to be 

aucl t~l be able to giYc thE:' Go,·crn-
Jll('In expert kno\dc·dg:C' to enable thc1n 
to pron,ecl witl1 the' \HH'k of con ;tructi.Jn. 

~11'. l• DLEY: The blunclcrcr:-:i 1na;. be out of 
dlf' jub altn_~~ethc•t'. 

:\Ir. :\IORGX:'\: That ma: be w; but it 
to :->ho' llov. the GoYt)rnnwnt nre 
t'ntin:l.,- 011 oHicinl::; and 011 \Yhat 

ad ,~ice. I do not thillk tlmt 
ah n vs is rrlto~n::rhcl' ~atisfac-

\Yf' hnY0 had· C!,Tf'at lHunbcr of their 
( in cml!H'ctiou-' ith the d0pa nn1ent, 
l11n 1 \'t'Tltul'e to ::-a:· 1hat. if ::.oJJ!.l' of tho::-.c 

L 1n:d tn u·u nut in-to th~' \Yorld and sub
on that cxr1ert a<l\ ]re. the\· \YOuJcl r10t be 
to do ~'"· \Ye are .c[Wncliilg lmmh·c,]c of 
and:-3 of pound:' ha~cd on infonnation 

.'uppu-<•tl to be· upp]i,,cl b ~· cxp"rts. Tlw 
re"-uh i.3 that Wt~ dl'P ]oslng an cnorn1ous 
nn10UlH of 111011e ~. anc1 uothinu: is done in 
connect ion \Yith 1·llc b!unders c;cea~ioned bv 
this ;:.o-calll•d a-ch·irf'. ~ 

T \cant to complain a bout the dilapidated 
('onc.lition of public buildings in the countrv 
di>tricts, These buildings badly need rcpair:·s 
;;_nd pa111hng. In ~on1c cases repairs are 
llPCC';:.:.<n ry to prc>Yent then1 fro1n becon1ing 
dnngPron;:.:.. Schools in all pa1·n of mv clcc-
1nraH' requirC' at~cntion. a1Hl a ~Teat n'mnbt'r 
of them ha,-o not b0en painted fol' fourteen 
"''"~''· and da·~ by dav the expo,ure of the 
buil<lin:2:~ to the weather is causing destruc
tion. If tl1oy had been painted a year ago 
it 1muld ha,-e saYPd mone,· to the depart· 
ment and inct·eascd theil' life consiclerablv. 
The Gonrnment. through lack of funds, ~o 
thPy sa,~. arc not able to paint these build. 
ing::. or rcnP\V floorln.£r boards 1vh0re nere~
'an, with th0 result that manY of them are 
g-oi.np· to rack nnrl ruin. ~.\!though the 
Gm·Nnment plead that tlwv ha,-c no monev 
for 1his \Vork. 1heY arc co~structino· a buo'~} 
building at tbc co~·ner of Queen and Gcorge 
'tl'Cl't' p,timatecl to cost £230,000. 

PPrhap.:.; ''" !'-lHtl1 find h(~forc the work is 
C'Onlplt•tcd thnt nnothrr hup:c bluiHle~· ha·;, 
been nw.cl0: th(' GoYcrnn1rnt IYil] :;.aY th tt the 
\vork ~':as undertaken dnrillQ.' a bcOn1 period 

Suppl:J. lJi5l 

\Yhc!l ~·Yer·. tbitE?.' \,'aS c1C'nr: aJH.l 1hat. n' 
to thi> fact, it ',,-ill ccH £50.000 m· 
nlol',.' than '"a:-:: c::-tin1ated. ..:\~ a c·nllHtry 
reprc-..cuta1iYe I desire to cnt(1 l' 1ny cnlpllati< 
i)l'OI (> t <tc.:n i nst 1 he G DYlJ'!HllC'llt Q.·oing Dn 

;,ith the · of OYN J:230.COO i11 tlw 
ccntr.' of on a 1ntilc1lng \Yh1eh could 
ha\·c• been done ,_~ithout for rruothc'l' t"n 
~-eurs. Part of that lllOll('Y could haYC' bcc11 

in iht• ronn1r~- di:;;l~·ict:-; in proYldi11g 
a11d othl'r lmi1c1in!.t:-). That building· 

Jua:-.~ ('nhance the Yalne of propf'rt~T in anL1 
nrouw1 QnP!'Jl :-:;trcPt. It n1HY lH' Yl'l'~
attrnctiYf', and, 1rhcn JWOplL' Yi~it Bri~lH111~'. 
LalJOUJ' supporter::. \Yil1 , ·· Look al the 
lwiluliful edifice that has built by the 
Labutn' GoYC'l'llnl nt." It n1aY be beautiful 
to look nt and it be u~cfui' f]'(Hll n certain 
point nf Yie1r. but is not going to add one 
1-1hilling 1o the p1·oduciiv~· capacity of the 
Stat<.'. lL-n1 the Goycrnment nnthorisr_•d the 
r'xm·mliturc of the £230,000 on \Yater ember· 
\·a'tiou in difr rf'nt part;:.:.. of our -drought
~iricken Stah', it· would haYC added enor
Jnousl:: to our rcYcnue and to tht: productiYc 
quulitie.;; of 1llf' Inllcl. The GoYernn1Pllt an' 
;pending that £230.000 a tinw \Yhen ther' 
i:-; no necessity to tlo so tht', (' I" uo 
unL•lllplo~·mc·ut in that r:u;-:.,;-; of trade. \York 
cf tba!· c!:ts~ is lFJo:niucz". nud it j..; difficult 
to ;..,c: ernn1oyc("'. [ ~lJH1er~1aud that the 
GoYt'rlH1H'Et ClHIJOI 0, t suffiricnt n1c::1 to go 

on Y-:itlt and con1]:l('tc the work. It n1can~ 
that th m''C"Lin"l'Y, etc .. appertaining; to that 
lmildin!~ is 1101 doin~ 1he an~ouut of \York ir 
would be doinR if a greatt'l' Innnbcr of 111cn 
\n'r; C'llljJ]uyecl: auc.l that js nddiug to th 
cost nf 1 he~ ;-;tructut't'. 

The Go,--•rnrnpnf are not giYint: the con11tr:.· 
pcopl, n f;,lr .zlr d in rcganl to the construc

~choo]~ nnd otlwr bnildin,c;-- in the 
pod1olJ."' nf the ~tatc. I r ·fcrrcd 

la::-;1: ::-;f'' loll to d11' di1apidatc•d conditio11 of 
th0 Coondiwiudi ;:.:.chool. Tht' ft•ncc' ''· n:;; 
fn1l1n~~· do,rn. and one o;J]d hrtYl' thought 
I hat ]t - 1 o .'l01l1C' ill"-litu1 ioll Ol' p0l'~OH 
who \ a~ I ·,n ld it \YHS di;'igraccfuL 
The SocrcbJJ'y fo1· Public \Ynrks 'tat d that 
the work had lJt't'll <lll})fOY('d of anJ would 
be g;01w on v:ith. I informed him that I had 
!Tcl'i\"C'd t!w 1 ~ort of information for the 
t·hc ]rt:;;'· thr( C' or fcur YC<ll'~. and I rcceiY :cl 
1 hi.:.. l'('ply-- . ' 

" Sccrdar.\· for Public \Yorb: The 
~Iini~t er in charge of this departlncnt is 
nm· tPiling ,;ou that the work has been 
upp·o,-cd of and ,,-ill be clmw. 

" :Ylr. :\IoRG \X: Will it be done within 
the next fjyp years?" 

I a~kt•(l that because I \Ya::. ~n~picious and 
thought that it would not lw ~one on with. 

"The ScerdarY for Public \Yorks: It 
\Yill be done this c·ear. 

'' :\Ir. :\lORG~\X: I am Yer'' pi: a'ed to 
J.:::no1Y that. Il iR son1cthing dpfinite." 

I wa' quitP oycrjo,·ecl that the :\linister had 
made the dcfinit,, statement that the work 
would lw g·one on \Yith within the next six 
nwnth,. 'J'"~e!Ye months haYe passed, and it 
ba~ not y('t been gone on with. 

The SECRETARY FOR J'rBLIC \YORK~: \Yhy 
do ,~ou 1wt quotP the rep],- that I g;ayc to 
~·onr que~tion thi;;; year? You asked a ques
tion 1 his ~c~~iou l'earing upon that school, 
and I g-a\·e you a certc.1in reply. Yon are 
quoting- frmu •· Ilansard.'' of last year. 

:\Il·. :\!ORG-~.:\: I quoted my qlH''tion on 
this mattc'r. and tlH' hon. gentleman's reply 
to the qtH~~tion this year \\as that the \York 

Jfr. Jlorg::::L] 
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\Y<B to be gone oiJ \\ ith, or sou1cthing to 
that effect 

The' 8ECRET.\HY FOH Pl~BLTC \Yonr;:s: I \Yill 
gi \'O jt to :eou \Yhen I get up. 

:\Ir. :'IIOHGA:'\: I hoJJe yon do. It i~ 
si1nilar to quc•:;:tiou I h[Jn: qnoiccl. I 
JncntiOIH'd the Goondi\\'indi schDol 
n~qulrccl p.tinting Lutcl that thP teacher·~ 
r :~i(knt-:' and fL·nce were in a rli1anidrdcc1 
condition, H!~d the ~\linist-Pe saicl i-ha.t it 
\ronld be~ gon·· 011 \Yiih in six n1ontl1::. 

The SECHET.\HY FOR Pl'BUC \YORKS: \Yhat 
".HnLsnnr' arc :vun quoting front': 

::\h. ~.IOHGA:'\: "JinmarJ" of 1922. I 
rc_~civ d a 11 tter to-clay ~tating that the work 
1n.l be ntlclcrtnkt'n bY the D.•Jxtrtml'nt of 
Public \Yurks ~--tmcclintl'lY I ant YC'fY 

p1t .t::;rd, a1thon£h therp hn~· a delaY r)f 
t\·H.:ln:.- !llonth,~ . ._,to hnxc• thi:-: frotn~ the 
dcpartnwnt. I ca11 holll':-;t]v J..Iini:-:ter 

c..-'iJUol ~~t pn.'sP;lt 1;:; au absolut<.' 

wi,h aQ·;t iu to the fact that I 
a1n . b..:]icver 111 'tl work being' 

·workers. Sccretu ry fo'r 
told rne lust vcat· that he- "\YUS 

'o'St<>m of that k{IJ(]. I think that 
slwrnc to have tirnLcr sent ont 

to or }(orna whe-n a sawrnill with-
in a few milc•s of the lnc;clit: could supply 
the clas.s. of tllnlwr required. It is also a 
shame that men shonlcl be sent 100 or 200 
mp~s. to do a job when ]~x·al n1en capable 
of nou~g- the ·.·;ork ~Fe a,~Lnlable. The adop
tion ot rn:v suggc·-·,tJon would savc) all thP 
trnvclling cxpPnscs to nnc.l front the \York. 
I think tho local nuut is entitiocl to the job. 
It you aru going to PJJC'Olll'dge en rpc)niers. 
pltunbcrs, and painters to li-re in our C'OUlltl''\. 

towns they should get priorit. o,-C'r citv rne~l 
when tht1 Go,~enlDll'llt rl'quirC a job c·arricd 
out in their locality. 

}lr. \Y. COOPER: That is dom•. 
Mr. i\IOHGA:'\: It is not done • ll 

!hough I bcli('\ P the po .ition ~~~crbe;~ 
1mproved io some extent. I think there is 
ro~Hl: for Rtill gTcater jrnnroYL'lllCnt. Th~ 
1\iu11stcr rcpr:·sent:::; a cour;try constitw~nc7, 
rlnd he ITlU~t acknov.--lcdgc that the V, orkers in 
the .country bhonld get any \York going·. 
prondod thee· arc r ~pablc o£ doing· i't m;d 
arc prepan1 d to cr-ury it out as rPa:-.onablv 
as the nu1n in th<.' citY. ~ 

Tlw SECRET.\RY ron .Pc:BLlC \Yon1,s: So long 
as there a re local men \Yho are qualified to 
do the \YOI'k, thcv o·et it 

::llr. MORGAX :n I ;m nr.· pleased to 
know that, hut I clo not think it is always 
done. 

The SECRET.\RY Fon Prnuc \YanKS: If von 
-can quote a. cas-e' '\V here a foreman has refri~ed 
!o Pmploy _a local 1_nan when h(' \'\·as quaUfic-cl 
·tO do the JOb, I wdl dc•al \Yith iL 
. Mr. MOHGA:\: It is not onlv a case of 
JObs upon which foremen arc en,rplovcd. It 
ma:v be a case' of a small expenditure' of £10. 
There ma:v not be . an.'' foremerr, but the 
Department of Pubhc \Vorks mav decide to 
send ~ n1an up from, guy, DalbY, to some 
to\vn 111 1ny ele-ctorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLrc \YanKS: Thev 
:ll'c nor ~uppo.set.J to do tlwt. In a small joh 
,uch as that rt 1s supp0,ed to be giYon to a 
man m the localitL , 

;',11-. :VIORGAX: I am '0ry pleased to 
know that. and I hope that will alwa0 be 
·dmu) in tho futurP. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS 
'.Hon. \V. Forgan Smith, J.[ackay) : I thin'k 

[Mr. Morgan. 

it \YOLJ!cJ not 
vo1ce rt fe\Y 
h-. Yf' li~~~t~ned 
tr, tlw 

b0 inopportune if I \Ycre to 
l'LnHnks at rhi:-:; juncture. I 
with a gTnat deal of attention 

fl1·::;t n1o·.-cd 
th~t hr1 \-C' bl'en rnadc since I 
Yotc. I illtPnd to de;cl \Yith 

in conn0ctlon with the 
been lcn•Jled against the 

c1('p~u·tment in regard to rcqnests that have 
LcL'll n1ade by va1·ious hon. 1ncrnbcrs. 

Before goin~ on to deal \Yith thP g-cnei·al 
Yotc, I \Yid1 to say a. fel\. 1.vonls connected 
\Yith the' S]Jeoch made by the hon. member 
for ~\lurilln. He rd<•rrr•cl to thr; C.:oondi· 
winch E5Chool. and qnotcd the '' 1-Iansard" 
debates of last year. The quotation was per· 
fectl· C'OlTecJ·, and I n::;ked the hon. n1cr:nber 
to qnotc ny reply to the que-:;tion he a~ked 
n fe\\· \veeks which v;onld haYe explained 
the "·holo Hr' clid not give the 
quotation. Jid not haYe it \Yith 
ll1rn, and I HO\\~ qtFJ1e tl1c reply \YhicJ1 I 
gnvp then. On the 1st Augnst. ;\Ir. rviorgan, 
pnr ,nallt to notice, askt:d the Secretary for 
Pnblie \\'O!'ks-

" \\'ill lw explain wh,· the work of 
repairing the fpnce around the State 
school at Goondi>Yindi has not been pro· 
ccedcd \Yith, in view of the definite 
p1·ornise given to tlw House last session 
that the ork 1;oulcl be gone on vcith 
immorliatdy '! 

" Ansvver: The fence \Yas not men
tioll(ecl either by the honourable member 
or mvself. The" qnestion of additions and 
repairs yyas submitted to the Depanment 
of Public Instruction, '.Yho recommended 
as follmYs :-

(1) Xo action 1·egrrrding 
(2) Expenditure upon 

further considered when 
available." 

additions. 
fencing be 

funds are 

Following on that minute. quite recently 
funds were made available and the work 
was approYed of. and it went through the 
ExecutiY<' Council to.dav. The reason why 
the \York \vas :not done fast vear \Ya"· due to 
the minute •vhich l have qtioted and which 
came from the Department of Public Instruc· 
tion. 1-lor:. rnembers tnust understand that mv 
rl, partn1ent does not i:t1itiate work for othci· 
depa1·tments. That is to saY. \Y(' onlv Cl'€'C't 
Luilding~. rnake additions.L - or cari·y on 
cxtensiYe repairs when asked t.o do so by 
the clop" rtmont concerned and when funds 
ar·e aYailabl~. It is quite true, of course, 
that tlw \\arks Department controls the 
vote. and when more jobs are approved, say, 
hv tlw Dl'parb~wnt of Public Instruction 
than funds are available for, then I have to 
go into t.ho matter and allocate the expendi. 
tur" to the works "hich, according to the 
reports of my inspectors. are considered to be 
most urgent. That is clone on the informa· 
tinn supplied by both departments . 

During the past year the operations of the 
depar·tment have been Yerv extensiYe. The 
hon. member for Toowong quoted the 
number of Acts .administered by the depart· 
tncnt and he r-omted out that thev are YCrY 
considerable. That is quite true.' It is the 
\Yorks Department; and a good deal of 
work has to be done in the department. so 
that its name is quite appropriate. 

\Yith reg·ard to buildings. \Ye carried out 
4.703 works last year. That includes both 
n1a_jor and n1inor oporations. 'I'he aggregate 
estlmates amounted to £139.683. and the 
actual cost was £128.819. showing an ag-gre· 
gate saving on thP. Estimates of £10.864. 
:'\ine hundred und six jobs showed an excess 
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cost on the c:;tirnare. and 1.203 job~ .~howod n 
·;;aYing on !-he C.3timate. It has been argued 
thn t thf'c;;o cstin1att .. -" arc not based on actual 
rosts. lt has been suggo::.tcd by Yarious 
!3peakers that our :';y:-,tr:nl o£ estinuuing 
0na1Jlcs the' officers of the <'Jllartment to ![,;: 
Rnv estimate they likl', and folkwing the 
natural hur11an bent, they err, if at all: on the 
Fafc sidu. I challLlge any n1cn1.bcr oi this 
Committee to , o to the Depa1·tment of 
Public \Xorlc al1J go into rlH~ C0:3ting und 
estirnating systern that is carried in_ the 
departrucut, and then sho\v auy fn·nB 
in c•x_is.H'llC·:' in Queell::::land h Yl' bettcr 
s·· st ·rns. rrlw hon. nwml)( r for Euoggera. 
\\Then speakinf.-: la:3t night. wrr·-: fair enough 
to say that he took the Ollportunity "-lr. 
Qujrm afforLled him of going illtO the cc -ting 
s--v2.te1n of the denartnw11r, and he has nothing 
b~ut praise for the system. The co.;;.ting and 
2stimating sy:-ten1 of the tle1Jartn1c1H is n1o~t 
con1plctc. and cstin1atc arc ptcparccl on the 
basi8 of knov.-n cost. 

Mr. 1\IoRGAX: As lavmen \Ye cannot tell 
\?;hether .the s~- ste:n1 is g~ood or bad. 

The f'ECREL\RY FOR PCJ3L1C \YClRKS: 
Bring anyone you like along with :vou
bring any n1aster builder you like. and a~k 
him to go into the matter. ~o fault can ue 
found ,,-ith onr svsten1 of costinrr. A further 
suggestion has bCen 1nade that 'the n1cn who 
have been responsible for carrying out the 
work made th'l estimate. ~othing conltl be 
further from the truth. The c•timating and 
costing branch i:-:. quite separate- frotn the 
branch ihat actually carries out tlw ,·:ork. 

1\lr. CORSER: Xobod:· suggested that it as 
not. 
The SECRETARY :FOR PFBLIC \Y!lRKS: 

There is, therefore. absoluieh· no truth in 
the suggestion made by hon. members oppo· 
site that estimates could in effc:ct be 
"cooked" to suit the requirements of the 
indjvidua1s concernetl. 

1\Ir. CORSER: So the:· ar0. 

The SECRETARY l'OH l'CBLIC WORKS: 
A man \Yho rnakes :111 intc.•rjcction of that 
kind can only he regarded as an irre,.ponsible 
person who ,y;n make am kind of statement 
whatsoeYcr, if by so doing he can throw a 
little dirt at the [Jart:; to which he is 
politically opposed. 

i\1r. CORSER: You don"t like the truth. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBL1C WClRKS: 
The hon. member may interject as much a•,. 
he likes. It is \Yell known that he makes the 
most irresponsible statement,; of anv member 
o! ibis House. and he can be· correct! v 
d('scribed as thP eorn0r n1an in the Conntr~
part,· Christ.\· :\Iinstrel shmY. · 

Mr. CoRSER: It- is so true that you don't 
like it. 
The SECRETARY FOR I'CBLIC \YORKS: 

His interjectio1is and statements are quite 
out of kecping \Yith the distniL- of a 1nan 
who occupies the position of deputy leader 
of any party. If an:v hon. member make> 
false staiemPnts in this House--

Mr. CORSER: ThP" are not false state-
ments. · 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC WORKS: 
It is my duty- to defcmcl the honour of the 
officers of mv department with everv ounce 
of energy in n1y po\ver. L 

1\lr. CoRSER: Every allowance is made so 
·that the estimates shed! not be exceeded. 

The SECRETARY :FOR FCBLIC \YORKS: 
The hon. member for \Yynnum la~t night, 

1n addrf'~:;,]:!.Jg hirnsclf to this Yob•. did not 
indn1ge ]n the kind of \Yild stateme~lts 1nade 
bY the l:on. member for Burnett. He asked 
ft)r a good deal of infonnation \rhich be has 
a 1·ight to receive, and \Yhich, in the public 
ii·h·rests. shuuld l.Je giYel2, and I sh,.dl now 
c;0al with the inquiries made by that hon. 
nlt·rllber and seYeral other hon. members who 
h~YC applied themsehcs ,;crim!.'ly to the 
que~tion. 

The first building mentioned \Yas the Tren
<u:;_·y Buildiug. The Uf!]JroxinlatP C',.-;dnHltcd 
co?t of that building is £230.000. That is a 
building that ~hoc1ld ha,·e uecn completed 
lema· ao·o, and it is rathf•r a. pitY that it \YUS 

EOt
0 

co~1plc..ed \Yhen building cOst;-:; we1·e less 
than they arc _,t the ptescnt tinlC'. H(nn?YC'L 
tlto G-oYernnlC'llt rcqujres ulore spacr'· fot 
Gc·Yernn1C'll1 Gfilce:- u nd it i::' bct1 r1· bnsirH·~s 
to h;Jyc our own bnildin;:r tl1a:: 10 n•l;t 
10 < thPl' pl'oplP. That. i~~ thu r~.'a_;.;oa '' thP 
Trcasur~' Building is being ~r,onc on \Yith. 
\\'hen we comu to the particular Yole con
cnncd ii so desired I •vill 'dve the amount 
pnicl i.n rents and tl~e buildings invoh·ed. 
Th'"' reason why the building is being pro
ccedL'd "·ith now is because of a request pre
fc·ncd on the part oi the Commom.-ealth 
GoYernmcnt for additional space for the 
Sa \;jngs Bank. The:v are tenants of the 
De11artmcnt of Public \Yorks in George 
street, and thcv preferred a. request to the 
Queensland Go;·ernmcnt to give them addi
tional pron1isc:3, and decided to take the 
v l10le of the ground floor of the \Ying now 
under construction. Since then the policy 
of the Cornmouwealth Bank has been altered 
somewhat, and I understand thev intend to 
build thcmseh·es, and some tim.e ago they 
a .ked permission to \vithclraw from the con
tract for the renting of these premises. 
That, of course, \VC 1vere prepared to grant, 
because we can use the building ourselves to 
full ad,·antage, and no loss will be incurred 
b / this Government. The Commonwealth 
Bank is advancing. under the terms of the 
original agi'Ce!nont) the cost o£ the building 
at a rate of interc::.t \Ye consiUer reasonable. 

i'.lr. T.HLOR: Do theY intend to remain 
wh<re they ar'l? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 
That I cannot eay at the present time. but 
they haw definite],· decided not tQ go into 
tlw new pren1i~cs. 

Mr. :VloRGAX: It is a pity they were not 
built before. 

The SECRETARY :FOR Pl:BLIC ·woRKS: 
Thore is no doubt auout that. As I men
tioned a little "-bile ago, it is unfortunate 
that the most important cornN of that v~ry 
handsotnc building ·was not con1pletc.d \vhcn 
costs \Yerc much less than they are to-day. 
The cost of building is verv he an·; but 
ca11 anyone> say thit build~ng coSt~ ar0 
likelv to be lc;s in the near future' Thev 
arc n<·t lik0J,· to be anv less than thev are 
to-da·: if Queensland in the fuiure "is to 
contilluc to prog;rm ~. Thc:v ha Ye. of course: 
come dmvn considerablv since the end o! 
thl' \Yal·. Thev haYe fluctuated cDnsiderably. 
and we have been able to construct our build
in.<;, much cheaper than 'Ye could three 
years ago. ;d1cn they \YCre Yory heaYy. 

It may be jnBt as well to quote some of 
the incre.,ses which haye taken place in the 
cost of building operations. I have here 
a staternent sho,Yin()' the inrrcaso in cost o£' 
material from 1914° to 1923 in all classes 
of material used in building construction or 

Hon. 1¥. Forgan Smith.] 
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repair~. I llDYc~ also a table f-hoYrinp: th~ 
increa-ses in \Yng·c~ ,and also the co"t" ot 
labour ancl lmiJ,hng;. I think it is S<J ,-aluable 

tlwL IYith the nrr~ni~~ion of the Con1n1ittee~" 
1 :dutll haYc it ')ubli~hcc1 in "I-Iansard ""' 
for t]Jc inforn1,1fio~1 of hon. 1ncn1bers-
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arr_· rcallv dotiblo- in co~t 
._H'. ( \•n;\'ilt. :-.tOJW. tllll

lllld othf'r tbitl! .. !..'S have 
incre<1 se-d ]n pt·icl tluYi~Jg that 
veriod. The· labour co~b al.~o lWYC iucrea~0d, 
<.\nd L .::uu·:c of tl1at the eo;; o-f lluilding 

~-~ith thu 1arg•·t building;s in 
ha-.; up considerably. 1 
the nn· Building is ju~ti-

fronl L'Yer, point of Yil'\. I can givC' 
IYitL regard to the l'('nt now 
LY n1y cicpa rt nH'ni for va rions 

,~ 111 Bri::<bnlH\ The off-iciaL:: conc0rned 
YYill LHC1' on the nPw lmi!ding, and 
tltc arnc·tnt DOIY lwi11g paid in rent, 
and :hirh 1~ likciy tn increase'. \Yill pro-
buLly on the co .. ~t of the bnild-
i·ug. lto c.nc "-il1 pa;.· rent if 
he• c;u~ it. It pays nu indiYidu·d lwttcr 

to bui1d a huuF.e than to 
-:a me jhing a~1plic ~ tD the 
· like!,- that the 

n t t.he ap~1roxi
In<lh' c-..::ti::n:dc. nroYidecl. of ('C '1'5C'. that cc:st.:> 
do not 100 much in the n0xt three 
y {·O:--H rc:nnin in the Yicinitv of 
·whdl ihc\· rrrc to-rhn- ttncl unforc~N:-n· cir
cn1.n;-;tanr·0:' tlo net H1:i3.('. thi:-- work ·will be 
c:crrird ottt at the ro>t I haYc stat<•ti. 

rcnec has }Jrf'n ma(1e to the T-Iamilton 
Stoi'0:-". The hon. nlC'lnhPr for Too\vong. 

1n rrp]y to an iutcrjertion of tninc. said 
lhat tl!rcrc ha.cl been bhmdrrs in Quecns
l'1nd in hnildin~; C"Ons1ntct1on 3i1nilar to 
wbat has taken plac0 at 1\'annambool in 
connrciion YYit h tit' LreakYYater. ::\othing 
cc1n lH' fur1hc·1· Ltnn the trnth than that. 
I\o OlH' can rro 10 the Hamilton Cold Store~ 
and ;1oint otlt any fault in the con~trnction 
of that <'tcificr. The building· has been 
in'3p0rted hy f'nginet.--l'S \Yho have been here 
on ,-isits from oth~r States, and thcv have 
placed in writ in" their comrr,c·ndation .. of the 
v .. -ork of this departn1ent <:ind expressed 
tH~miration for the cx:ct•llcncc of the con~trnr
tion work curried oni there. The lmilding
h:-1.:-. takPn n1nch longer to con1plPte tha.n ''"a"' 
0'timated YYhc•n it \Ya .. fust. ~tarted That 
is due to the fact that it was closed down 
fo1· n con.::ili''rnhlt• ]H'riod 1JCTan~c the Goyorn
nlrnt hnd 11ot the fuuclf'> fl ntiln hlt' to ea IT\' on 
th~· ·n-ark. That \ ·a~ unfonunr1 te. The Go\. n1~ 
~nent had to c1o-se down \Yorks Df this naturf-~ 
YYiih a Yie"· to din'rting tlw funds at their 
disposal into D10l'C lll'f,!'f'Di channel~. 

}h. T.\TLOR: IloYY long were they closed 
do\Vll? 

The SECRETARY FOR PVBLIC WORKS: 
I conid rtot sa,- cxadh·. but it YYas for a 
consider 1 ble period. Since tlw wo:·k has 
been rcotarted it has pl'{)rccded rminter
ruptcdlv. buJ- therP has been a delay on 
aceouni of lack of ]Jiastcrers. \Ve could 
c•np!oy· about three times more plnsterers 
than thr•ro arc there. \Ye a re in the same 
1- r';;<ition as anyone ,dw erech a building of 
that nature. The building on!:;· proceeds 
nt thr> ]lace '\Ybich the n1cn 0ng-aged in 
carr:Ting out t11P 'York arc capable of. 

:\Ir. ·l·_,non: \Yil! it go on to completion 
without intC'rruption now? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Yes, It will go rig·ht ahead. The first four 
chambers, I understand. will be read,, fo1· 
wn about ::\oyember. If the Department of 
Ag-riculture, YYhich controls this enterprise, 
dcsir0s to ha H' 0olcl stores readY a bout the 
011d of :'\oy·emiJ•r thcv will be aYai]ab]e for 
that pnrpoc.:c. The 1:cfrigerating Toon1s for 

[Hon. TL Forgan Smith. 

butter and cheese will be complc·tcd, but the 
grading roon1s 'vill not. I-Io\YCYcr, they can 
use the allPV\Yay:; as is dow:~ now at Birt's 
and o~se\\'hc·~·e. ~ Tlw c .tinutted co,--t of the 
cold stores was £238,194, of "hie!' we ha Ye 
PXpcnde-cl to date f;226. 7-16. kning an 
un,:·• pcndcd balance of J.:61,~48 .. 

The hon. rnembC'l' for \\Tvnnum :;:cf('lTecl to 
rbc• tnattc'i' of cork boflrcl <last Hight. I a1n 
catioflccl ihat his information YYith rc\';ard to 
that mail er is wmewlwt lJUzY. ProuablY he 
re..:oJlpr·t~~d a \Statement nw~ie bv n.n ~hon. 
llll'lnLcr IYho is no longer in 1hi.~ Chan1bor. 
_..\ 6·orxl deal of c!ispc1tc took place about the 
Gove1·nnlcnt\: original 11urchasp of cork 
lJo:trd---2..:9JOO'l ~upcrficird feet. SI-atcn1ents 
1vcre made f.J, i:hat indiYidl1al. \Yho n1ade no 
ntt0Jll]h to ,:rrify thcn1. that 1h0 1natcrial 
'""" hnlt. in lJUa!ity ''"cl yrould rot be 
.suitahlr• for i·hc in ,-ic\Y. Practically 
the wltolc u£ thnt board has h('cn fixed 
<!Hrl the 11 ork out \·cry sncessfully. 
It luts h<'un ouilc to the Goyern-
mcnt. Thn -qualil ar the time 
it was IHn·cha~ccl \YC're ati:::factor;-·. and 
C'xhnu,>tiv~· to"ts n1ado bY C"::pert:5 "·ere yery 
f~tYoHrah1c \Yith rpgar~-l to qunlit:,'. An 
important point ie that that cork board was 
made in Queensland. It ·.·as a Queensland 
enterprise HC'IYl:,- started, and I n1ak[• no 
apolog:::: for the GoYernrnenf.o; PIJconraging 
locnl indLlstry of that kind. 

GO,"ERX1fE?><T ME1IBERS: Hr.ar, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOH P1::BLIC \YORKS: 
Tt i,, the policv of the Government that, 
yv]wrc pocsiblr, , \Yhen the material is of a 
cat.i,Jactory c-haracter, preference shall be 
gin~n to local industry. l make no analogy 
for h,win[\" made that pnrchaec. A further 
quantity has been purchaeecl thi3 :ear of a 
differ0nt size. Thf- prcYious ·purchase 1.vas 
289,000. sutwrfrcial feet of 2-inch board, and 
this YC'"" another 14.000 superficial feet of 
1-inch board for oi her claHes of work has 

been pnrclureccl at a co't of £700. 
[5 p.n1.] Of com·c ih0 cost has come down 

dnrin" the intcnal. The quality 
of the material is pcrfccrl_,- satisfactory. 
I\Jo,t of it has been fixed in position and 
is giYing good result~. 

Kow ''"" come to tlw r;crwral statement 
n1ade hy tl10 hon. l110nlb,er for EnoggPra, 
who lashed hims0!f a !most into a passion 
last nig·ht and saicl that he yyort!cl not allow 
anv :Mmisi·er to acc11>e him of misleading 
the Commit1Pe. I am not ""·are of the 
exact words I uoed last year of which the 
hon. nwmbcr cornplainccl, but it has never 
l>0cn mv intention to hurj- the fe0lings of 
an\· hori. member, although. if he makes a 
sta.tcn1ent r•ot in accordancP 1.Yid1 facts or 
voicc.1 s nninlons with which I do not agree. 
then I shall repl_v with all the resources and 
emphasis at my disposa I, 

l\Tr. KELSO: You will "dt'al it out" to 
hi1n; 

The SE{ RETARY FOR PGBLIC WORKS: 
Yc•s. and I will " deal i1· out" to the hon. 
me m bar ,dwnever I feel it nPcPssary, but 
it Y:iil be done in a perfecil,- fair manner. 
The contention of the hon. member for 
Enoggcr<> last year-and he repeats it this 
vear-is that the Gov0rnmcnt made a great 
;nistnkc in exponcling- money on public build
ino-s from the Loan Fund, YYhich h<' sars was 
a leg-itimate charge agaimt the Consolidated 
Rcv.enue. In short. he cont<'ncls that. instead 
of pa;l"ing for schools and buildino:> of. that 
kind out of Loan Funds, we should do 1t out 
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of rrv0nnc. Lu me put the position before 
the C'o:mnittce c!<al'!y. It is the practi< ~ of 
m~: d:..'P·' rtn1e1Jt to do ncv.- works and charge 
the rnsr to Loan Fund Account, but the cost 
of rcpairo n::cl alterations nnd \York of that 
nrJu rr i.3 c!uugcd to ReYcnuo A{'count. I 
cmBid0r that ro be ab"olutely sound policy. 
If the idea ,-oicecl lw !he hon. member \vere 

O'.Jt, rhc Go\-ernm _ nt would not bo 
t) do the works which it ronsidcrs 

nerc~f'rlTY. J:Ion. 1110n1hPr.- 1nust boar in n1ind 
that th<; lift' of ihPse buildings, constructed 
as "'' construct thcr:1 and "-ith anything like 
der••:.t maintfnancf>, is anything from thirty 
to forty years. \Ye have repaired buildings 
recent!:'·, and have been able, with slig·ht 
additionc. to use mntr,·ial ;vhich had been up 
for forty ye arc. 

Mr. KEI.:"O: Do you [Wovide a sinking 
fund? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC\VORKS: 
There is no sinking fund. Tho point I want 
to deal with is: Inammch as the life of 
the''' buildillfi' c,•n b-• reasonably put at 
fmty years, it is a fair thing to charge a 
proportion of the eo t each year to tho people 
using them. ::\~obody cn.n argue against that 
propoition. \Yhy should tho people of 
Queen hnd of tlw present dav be called upon 
to boar the whole burden ;:,f public works 
which will br used for decades to come'? 

The loon. m;'n'ber for Xundah raises the 
que~tion nf tho establislunont of a sinking 
fund. Thnt i a sPparato i:-- ~uo entirely, and 
should lw dra1r ~~Yith \Yh0n \YC corno to the 
Trea~ur i,':=; Esrinuttc..;. I a.grE:'o that thDre 
should lY' n sillki11g fund for all loan cxpenM 
ditu::._·t -it should not be confined to anv one 
d0partn1t'nt er nnY ono class of ,,:Ork-
wherc tlw ~·onditions of the day 
perrnit jt, Bur that has no bcctring on the 
real point at i·~~ue here. If hon. 1ncn1bers 
want to :ugnr:o ln iaYOUl' of a ~inking fund 
for loan f'Xpcmliture. thev shonlcl do it when 
Loan Rilh ""'' before "the House. It is 
p~rfcc!ly sonncl to make the cost of public 
buildings vcith an approximate life of forty 
years a charge en Loan Funds, because, as I 
say, th"y will lw used b: the people for at 
least four dcca de"· 

J\'ow let me deal \Yith the expenditure of 
tny tlcpartn10nt frmn Loan r.nd R.cvcnuo 
Account!'. taking school buildings as an 
example-

Year. RcYcnuc. Total. 
-----

£ £ 
1915 ;)-!,8:?2 87,330 
Hl22 -L'"i,6i0 06 2fi0 
192j -1:>,000 103.000 

Those ac1r1irinna1 costs arc due to causes 
'Yith wh'ch I dealt earlier in my speech, but 
I conteucl thn · xpenditurc in that propor
tion is quit(~ ~ouncl. 

The hm'. nwm her for Enoggcra dealt also 
with the> qncstion of the staff. He said that 
in 1914 the ctatf in the Chief Oftice connected 
with ..,,-or~~s carried on out of revenue was 
<?ighty-onc, -..Yh('r0as to-day. 1vhen more '-York 
is being carried out. it had dwindled to 
sixtv-ninc. Those nre the exact '''ords he 
used. The hon. member really ought to take 
more pains to get at the facts before making 
statements of that kind. A cursory glance at 
tl.e departmental report does not justify his 

n~ tking .-:uch <b"-C'J'tinn~. TLc fac-ts arc that 
in 1914 the rota! staff of tl1< Chi,,f Office was 
cis;hrv-onc. _.:\t nrcs{)nt tho total staff is 
115_. o'f whon1 sixt."~ninc ;:n·e paid fro1n revenue 
and forty~six h·mn loan. It is anticipated 
that the ratio of cxpcn liture during this 
tinnncial vcar tro1n lon_n ;:tnd rcv0nne IYill bo 
4 to L a~u.l it \Y~inld be 11atural to assun1e 
rha..t the• snlarie" of rhe pcr~ons engaged in 
the ~~York ~soulcl be <'hargcd in tho san1o pro
portion. The fact that the Gov"rnn1ellt are 
charging tlJC• bulk of the s :larif's to revenue 
indicates a cautious ancl sound financial 
policy. The hou. memlwr proceeded to 
show that in 1915 the salaries cost £3,000 
more than in 1923. He has not observed 
that in 1915 \vatchllH::n, n1otor-g-aragc' em
ployees, and otherc \Ycre included in the 
vote. ,vhcrcas for the current year they are 
r·hargcd else\\'hcre-that i:;, undPr the votes 
for " Other building~. IYorks, and services " 
and " \Yatching (:\Ictropolitan District)." In 
addition, in the current year the amount for 
salaries of officers of the Chief Oftice. includ
ing contingencies, totalled £22,309. 'fhe sa v
ing of £3,000 spoken of by the hon. member 
is, th, refore, ridiculous. I do not think I 
need go an~~ £-nrthcr in cmnnicnting on the 
statements of the hon. member. I have not 
v·orked out the percentages which the hon. 
n1cn1Ler gave and cannot ,, hcihcr the,y 
are accnratr, but it \Yill qnjte easily 
seen that the expenditure from Loan Fund 
would be J1roportionatet '"nch greater than 
r:ycnu0, haviPg rrgard to the total expendi
ture of the Govcmmcnt. 

:1Ir. KERE : ::\ o; it is le<s. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLTC \VORKS: 
Yv;c have the cxp=:nclitur: on the Treasury 
BuilrlitP: block and on the Hamilimt Cold 

we h1YC to pay an jnstaln1cnt 
on thr- Iusnrnnc0 Building \Yhich. under 
the Con1lllOl1\YE'Dlth Bank a"greement, be3can1e 
the proper!'; of the Ccllnmomwalth Bank. 
Later on the~· decided that thcj did not 
require it, and thP Goy,'rnrncnt arc purchas
ing it at a cost of £150.000 b:v four annual 
imtalmcnh: so that tho expansion of the 
loan expenditure jnstifie' ;vhat I have said, 
and I have indicated clearlv that the con
tentions o£ the hon. membei· for Enop:gera 
are quite unsound and cannot be logically 
supported. 

So long as Queensland remains with a small 
population it will be necc,,sary to incur 
expenditure from Loan Funds for work of 
this kincl. All that can be asked .,{ a 
Gc:.verr:ment is that the loan c·xpcnditure be 
kept Yrithin the means of the people, that 
it be spent economically, and !hat full valno 
is received for the amount of money 
expended. 

Qnestions ha\·c also been a·-,kcd about tlw 
quarr7 purch;;scd by the Govcrmt'0nt. at 
Helidon. That I consider to be ono of the 
best purchases that has b''en rno.do for .1 

consi-derable time. I am satis!tcd that the 
ouarn, could be solcl to-dav for a much 
~ireat~'r ~-urn than \Ve paid for' it at. the time. 
Having regard to the cost of cuttiag the 
stone and landing it on the job, we arc ablt> 
at i;he Treasury Bnildings to show a sub· 
stantia.l s.\ Ying 011 the lo-west tend et~ given 
to us for th,• supply of this stone. The stone 
is of three different kinds. It has been 
tc,ted by experts, ancl is found to be of 
Hry high qnaiity. The quarr0 was opened 
up about thirty ·'ears ago, and some of the 
stone used is in perfect condition to-day, the 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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fh<trp corn(•rs and edges not havin~ fretted 
21\·a~ in any 1nnnncr 1,vhatevoe. The pur
chaee price for that quarry \Yas £2,500. It 
cn.:braccs 44 acres of land, with stone umler 
l"'actica.Jly the \Yhole of it. 

"1r. TAYLOR: How far is it from ilL raihYay 
.stntion'! 

SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: 
abuut a mile and a-half. Thl llguro l 
quotc·d ~ncludes tho co~t of a ruih-.;-a~v 

\Y ~ arc calT~-ing the stone from the 
quarry to tlw raihnt:" siding by n1otor truck, 
and it is loaded on to the train thC>re. The 
C'0~t is very s1na1l in that respect. \Ye have 
C.\Cpcnded £12,714-that includes the cost of 
the quarry nst~lf-on machuiCry and buildings 
that haYe had to be erected at the quarrv. 
Having regard to the actual cost of the ·tone 
landed at the Tr0asury buildings, I rrm quite 
satisfied that the purchase is one that is well 
walTa.nt.ed and will be a very profitable enter
prise in the future. Having regard to the 
}argo quantity of Btono available, \H~ propose 
to sell the otone to anyone who requires it. 
In connection with the tenders being called 
for the new Brisbane Town Hall-and I 
1mderstand for other building2 which it is 
conternpla ted will be built of this stone in 
the near future-my department is submittlng 
quolations for th<? supplying· of this stone. 
If those build.inp.;-.; an~ pl'oceed ·with, there is 
overr chance of 1ny dcpartn1cnt securing 
orders for the ··tone required. 

J\1r. KELSO: A new State onterpr·i6e. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICIYORKS: 
1.'" ou (an call it a 110 1,;' State enterprise: if 
you like. It js one that I an1 perfectly satis
fied \Yith. \Yo are saYing vc1·y con~iderabl,v 
per cubic foot on the stone at the pre·.cnt 
time. and there is no reason whv we should 
n0t continue to do so. ~ 
Que~rioru ha.,Te also bCf1 D asked 1:rith rcgurd 

to the operations of the 'C'ncmployed \Yorkers 
Iu.snrancL' Act aLcl \Yith regarcl to uncmploy
rt;C'llt generally. The hon. n1cn1lH.~l' for 
\Yynnum. ~.peaking last night. \\-onld lead 
~he Con1n1i ttce to believe that in Queens
jand there is n1oi·e uncn1plo:pnent lllH

1
Cl' a 

Ln bour GoYPJ'11llll'l1t thnn there i . ..; iu anY 

otner State in the Gommomvcalth. The,~ 
:'t<:1tCl-dl'l1b arL' nw.Jp frmn tirnc to rin1c bv 
hon. lnc-ntlJc•rs opposite. and I have had a~1 
oppcn·tunity of <"l1lltradicting thc1n bcforf' this 
;:e ·sion. ~on1c hon. n1crnber.s opposite do 
rrot car~J how often their statcrnonts arc 
clispl'on•l. The:- continue in a gay irrespon
sible fa~hion to repeat then1, thinking that, 
If they do :::o often 0noug·h. people will 
ccnw ultimately LO believe them. Unmnp!oy-

i~-, the rr1c..:.t serious ~ocial problcrn 
in the \vorld to-da.y. Evc!'y conEtry 

">Yorlcl i, fctcc,] with the unemployed 
and it is a problem which is linkecl 
the problcrn of the t•conu!nlc La si~ 
itself. So long as -socich' is c,•_rtiecl 

~)IJ on existing basis, there ·wifl Lo nneJi'l-
ployment, and distress a.s the result of that 
u;wmplo:·mcnt. It is the purpose of this 
Goyernment aucl the party of which I have 
the honour to be a n1en1 bcr so to rconranise 
soci0t;. as to prevent the distrcs:3 C'auscd 
b~: these recurring periods of uncn1p!u;:·n1ent 
and pre\'ent the povertv that i& camect 
(bereb.L I belie\'0 that a" groat deal c_an be 
done in the direction of the better organis<L· 
!ion of society, which will be of benefit to 
mankind in general and relieYe the com
nnmity of many of the ills that exist to-day. 
It is be&ause of this that we haYc passed 
the 'Gnemployed vVorkers Insurance Ace, 
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wl:Jich i intended to prc\'cnt peo1,;" who 
nre nncn1pJoycd through no fault .of th·-'il· 
cwn from bccorning dl'stirntc. ·c ndcr that 
Act Jlersons in QuecusJ and 
rnc able to obtain su.::tenancc 
of uncrnployrncnt. I a.ru 
will be an a,h-antage to 
will benefit the people \\ho are 
be bcuolitcd thereby. 

\Yithout rel:·ing on State offlci,l1 statistic, 
regardin;; unen1ployn1cnt it i~ i1n.·rc·jr-iug 
lu compare a table appearing 0:1 1wgc 1001 
of the Commonwoa.lth "Official Year B~ok" 
fm 1914 with a table appearing on !>age 372 
of the same publication for 1922. Those t,rb!cs 
show the percentage of unemployment in the 
cliifer,Jut Stat0s of the Commomn:·a hh at 
the end of tlw Years 1914 ancl 1921 l'l·spce
ti' ely. In the former the Quc,•nsLlml per
crntagc is sho,yn as 17.7 por ccut., :\·~\V 
South \Va.les 6.9 per cent., awl Yicloria 14.1 
y;Pr cent. 11hat \Yas in the lfl\3t year i~ \;hich 
the Donham GoYcrnment, of ll'hich the lwn. 
lllelinber for \V:'~:nnum was a ll1CJrJber, \Yas in 
office. In that year the figure in Que '115-

land was the highest in Auslralirr-:u,wunt
ing to the colossal figure of 17.7 per· cent. 
The total number of registered nncmplo!-ed 
pc·rsons in Qnocnslaml to·da:;- is 2.131 The 
lWrWns who obtain benefits under lho 'Crwm
ploycd \Vorkers Insurance .. :-\et n1n::;t of IH?Ccs

~ity register at the nearest laboni' exeha1!ge, 
so that figure ran be lakca ao a fairly 
r.c~~urate indt'X of the nu1nLcr of uncn1ploycd 
in Qneensla.nd. 

M.r. YO\·.L~~: Does that indndc non· 
UPionif'lb:l? 

The SECRETARY F'JR PrJJ3LIO \YORKS: 
That is close on 1 per cent. of the 1nnr.bPr 
of cn1plo~'ablc persou- in the t;tatc. -~lccord
i1lg to the la ,1 census return~. the nu1nbcr 
of e1nployablc person.3 111 Qucen~l-lnLl is 
21C.OOO. 

:I\fr. \~OWLES: Dol's your fic;urc i11elncle non~ 
l'nioniA·; ·: \Yhv don't you ,1n, wee· the 
q~;eoiiou! 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC \YORKS: 
Those figures sho\v that the nn: n:vloyoLl 
l'f;prL",Cl1t 1 per cent. D( the CID]l]O:; clb!te pr;pU
la.tiOll. Conl1Hll'0 the figures rt·g,lrdin~ 
ancruployn1ent in Great Ih·jt111l. The 
::\linistrv of Labour in the late~l ga-ctte 
gives tile total nun1ber of 
}llOYCd IJCTSODS in 
lrolancl as 1.284,000 
Le lO.S per ccnr. of 
11eoplc. >Yhilst 60.000. or 
'' Jrklng s.3-·~tc1natic ~hart 
scc·n thut thc:rc is a great 
those 1-l1~·urc ~. I V:·(: l' 

because anri-Labour pollticiau::>. n,)r IJlll nt 
~\ustraliD but tln·ouv:hout thL' \1-ol·ld. haYn 
rontinnc>1 to tro11ncc -Queens] an:, IYil ,t 

ll1 that Onlv in ycsi c•rd<l'.·., '· 
g1·.ar~h" wa,;; i1ubli~hcd '1 ; 1 cul!-

tannng a. :::.ta.ten1cnt 1nadc :~1 thP 
Irclaud ParJiamt•nt ln~ Sir 1\Ionln- ne' B~Ll·io·n· 
that unL·n1ployn1cnt i.n Qnccn::-lanJ i~ 
than in ._n;.~ part of chc \YOrlcl. 
1 per cont. of the cmplo!·ablc 
Qc;eenslancl is uncmplo"·c•d :n 
rin1c as a,7,ainf't 10.9 per cent. 111 
Britain and Xorlhern Ireland. 

11r. J{ELSO: Don't YOU think tl;at a lot 
ha ye not registered ? , 

The ~;ECRF.TARY FOR P'CBLIC WORKS: 
AnY.,nc >Yho ,rayc]s throudrom Ausn·alia 
to-day must realise that Quoen•land is in a 
better p10sition than any other State in tha 



f'onll1l0111YCalth IYit h n·:..:-<tl'~l to this n1attcr. 
Qucl'll:..:lancl, a:-- n 11ta:1C'f of fact. i"' the onlv 
Stare thut ha::; attCl11})tC'd 10 r0gi~tPr thO 
UJH.:'lnploycd, and aitl~lnpted tu ~.::et t1w accu-

numbl'r oF thos(' v·lw are- Ul1Cnlp1ovc'd 
a.y.ailable for 1n:rk. E\-Cl'Y011l' kn(nys 
in ~r·wcastle a1:cl all 1lu: n~ining- area, 

oi ::\'e\v South \Yale' end in Snluc, there is 
R. yast arnount of uncnlplo\·nl~'nt. ~ One has 
only io look at thP clc•put~Jtiou:..: that haYo 
wa1trc1 upon the PrPmic•r of Yictur1a. l\1r. 
L.::tw.o.;on, and in the oth,•r StaH of the Co111-
ll10lliYCalih to rcali.·L·~ that thi~ probl()l11 exists 
there also. I realise thnt there i:-' lHlC'111ploy~ 
mcnt m Qucemland. I sa·.- definiteh· that it 
i clue to ecoHon1ic c~nt;c:.C~ oYer ·v hich the 
GoYe-rnnJent at tho prc;;::ent ti111e ha-re no con
trol. It is due to the cccnomic factors -::hich 
operate in C'YCrv :::o-ca11cd ci\·ili::.0cl countrv 
in the world to-day to a greater or !esse~· 
extent. At the prc•~,cnt time men arc 
en1ployed only ,yhen thPir st•ryicc.; are 
required, and thcv arc paid off immediately 
they are no longPr required. It is n1y coll
temion that industr~- should be so organised 
that work will he regularised and this social 
('\·il cured. That is the principle on \vhich 
the ·cncmplovecl \Vork0r:·; In:3urance ~-\et 
is hased. \Yiiy should not nwn ene;agcd in 
carrying on ihc ncccs;,ar'; ~?('rYiccs of the 
e01nrnunitv and nc(·es;:..ar~y production be 
enable l to live under d<•cent conditions? 
'\Yhv should those people in periods of dull 
trade. over \vhich thev have no control. be 
turned out on the ::-u·ect anJ. be allowed to 
live in any wa,· that thev are ablc• to do? 
l:nder the Unemplo:cccl \\'m·kNs' In,m·ancc 
Ac:t. tho~e n1cn arc at least proYic1c·d for to 
a certain extent. I do nor sa,- tlw Ac1 is a 
n1Nilh of rm11edying the• ceoi1onl Le cYi.ls of 
cociety as thcv exist. bm I do sa!· that. unch•1· 
t}1at rnca;:;ure, n1cn 1\-h? arc unen1plo;n:>rl 
through no fault of then- 0\Yn \Yill not be 
allmYed to become clestitu10, and "·ill be abk 
to reCOJYC sustenance- fro1n the fund \rhich 
they lwYe themscJyes hclpPcl to build up. 

:\Ir. T.IYI.OR: You did not ginl tlw com
purisoa \Yi1h 1922. 

The SECREL\.RY FOR Fl'BLIC \YORICo: 
hav--_~ been a::kecl \';hcthcr the an10unt of 
asses~rncnt would be sufficient to pav the 

upon it. The Ar1 IYUS dray;,:-n ·in a 
yrry cauti.ous \Ya3. I rl ali~,,- _L IYhcn ]lrC'pg r
mg !he B1ll, that it \Yas dcsJrahle to proceed 
cautiously, f..o that, IYh<?n the :::chcn1l' 1Ya;3 put 

opvration, it \Yould have a rca~onablc~ 
s~lcccs~ and, ]f neco~-;ary. could bo 
upon from time to time. I realic-ecl 

i-t a Bill of a Ycrv .::unbirious charamer 
"''·' introduced, if that· Bill dicl 1101 
or \Yas found to bC' finnncialh
harm would not oulv be· · to 
?f dea]jrw;. \Yith thC unc ... nployod 
Jancl, but 1t ·would react ag:ail1st reforn~ in 
other countries. 1_,--:-ndPr 1 \o t ~ c-hcn1'c the• 
ernplo~·cr and the emploc·eo interested each 
pa~- 3d. per week. I "~"' a'Ck ,cl ln· the hon. 
nH·mbcr for 'V:ynnun1 whether that' an~onnt i:' 
likely to bo enough. I ~a,- nnhcsitatinfl"lv 
that it is. The income froi:n the fund ha·s 
rcaliseti moro than was expected. It is rather 
intercst,ing at this juncture to refer to state
ments \vhioh \Yero made bv members of the 
United partv with rog·ard to this matter dur
ing the recent general election- "nd during 
the Rockhampton b::-elcction. Before I \Ven~t 
to Rockho.1:1pton. hon. member' opposite had 
been telhng the people tlwre that the assess
ment woulcl amount to at least 2s. 6d. in the 

£1 of \Yages paid. l)uring the recent dcction, 
Tor, canclidatcs for Parlic:uncnt on C:Ycry 
}JO~~ible occasion took the O]ll1ortunity of 
::;uggc~ting that imnH)cliatcly after the elec~ 
tion the as~c -.,~-111011t Y>"m.Ild haYo to be cou
sltlu·~Lbl~, iucreasccl. ThP asscs:,nlents nnclcr 
the' ).et were prepared by an actuarv very 
C<HefHl!y, :1nd thC' c~timated revenue for tho 
first :'>·car frmn the fund \\as set <ilov-rn at 
£18G.000. On the expenditure that was esti
nudc'd~ jt ·was considered that 9J. per week, 
or 3d. fl·orn each contributor, y;;onld be 1nore 
than i'llough to meet th<e requirement. In 
arlc!ition to that. in drafting the Bill I pro
\Flecl that ihe snstenauco allm·ed \Yould not 
be r,c :>able until the fund had a reserYc of six 
n1onths' pa~··n1eni __ ,, so that there ·would ahYays 
be ::;ix n1onihs' inl'ome in reserve. That pro~ 
Yiclc;cl for the financial stability of the fund. 
,\, a matter of fact, the actual rcceiph from 
the fund :ne rage at present a bout £18.000 
]l<'r month. \Ye haYe receiYed contributions 
to the fund b;' 0mploc ers and emploveos from 
1st ]\larch_ to 30th June amounting t; £41,952. 
The subs1dy from the Government to the 
fund for the year ended 30th June. as pro
ndcrl b:· the statute. was £15,000. The anti
C1pated rcYcnue for the current vcar is 
£250.000. Expenditure from the hind for 
the )'Crtr Pnded 30th J uno last amounted to 
£1.155. The number of persons dra\ying 
su tPna n~ 2 this I.Yeck and ihc arnount dra \Yll 
are>-

Dn;·. 

:\[omla~
Tnedny 
\Yellnr:-:-cln y 
Thnr•lla;· 
:FridaY .. 

Total 

:XumlJcr. 

JGO 

r:1:nnent. 

£ s. d. 
4:2 15 u 
0:\1 11 () 
51 3 ll 
;,o o o 
:23 :) 0 

Tllo::c J,re thr [ignrcs for tho 1nctropolitan 
area. The fig-urc.3 for i he countrv districts 
"rr not a Yailahle. It \;ill be sce1; from the 
figures. I ha>:(~ quoted that \Ye haYe nn1plc 
fund~ 111 l'( _·:T\-: to n1cct aH calls. I realise 
that the th1·cc months of the vear-
J:\louarr, , and l\Iarch-\Yill Le the 
j)e1·iocl drain "·ill be on 
~he fnnd. 1Yhr:.1 111011 engaged 
111 t·he ~ asoual haY\' to l'Hcoun-
lor the· \Yor~t forrns UllcmployJuent. I a,m_ 
satisfied, from the oper,tions of the "'\d. that 
~t \\a·, a 1-Y~SC' thing for Parlian1c1.1t to pi::;s 
Jt. ancl that it has hccn in the interc-h of 
th0 .Q't'ncra 1 con11nunity. It is intcrc;;:ting to 
krww i hnt one authority, Profc···.·.or Gunrr, of 
tlw :\Irlbonnw 1;ni,·crsity. has spoken in the 
lllglw,t l""' 1blc terms of the Act. an cl rcrom
mcndPrl that the Commonwealth Gon•rnmcnt 
:-honld intrcdu.cr a sin1ilar Llt'asnrl~ to apnlv 
to all the States of tho Con1n1cnwralth. ~ " 

l\Ir. T.IYLOR: That is \Yhat is wani ed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLICWORKS: 
I qnitc agree IYith the hon. n1rrnhor. I said 
in my second l'Ucling· spcc'ch on the Dill that 
jt ought to bo a Cmnn1onwcalth n1attrr so 
ihat the industries of Qucomlan,] ,,-onlcl be 
r>)aced on th:' same footing as the inclmrrics 
m' the other States. \\'he'll the IAtbmn· nartv 
bcc:Jme the Gm·ermnent of the Con1mo1;. 
\\'(.,_hh--

:\Ir. ::\I1·-::wELL: I hope the· ncnr will. 
(Laughter.J 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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Tl't0 SECRET .\RY FOR PL'BLIC IYORKS: 
In the :nc·ar funtrc a sound Ineas"Lll'C' Df 
Tcfonn of this kl:!.ld \Yi11 be 1nade ~tatutory 
1n the Comnlul~ 'SL'alth. 

ha Ye l1ccn 
IYith !',"gard 

1.--. a onc-;;tio::.l 
evt...·r:.- rhe Estinwtc ~: 
Depat'tllH'l1t nncLr It is ju-:-.t 
as vc•ll that i~ --o. brunl.:-c it n !ll<l 

that nJTpers t'ne pnblic int0rrc:.t. a:1d rhc 
.u·e CJ titled t"o know -v·lwihcr or uot they aru 
gcttiu~· y~Lln:> fol' the rrrnount of money 
cxpende(L Th<' hen. n1cn1bur for ToO\\ ong 
said. in the cour:'3e of hi:-; speech. that rncrn
bcrs opposite-and hr al2o refen'L'd to Go
Y('l'lllllCnt 111 111 Ucrs-\Yhcn thPY req1_.1ire \York 
done for thcn1selYe:-: inYariabh- let it on 
conh:act. That ha> nothing IH rill to do with 

the argun1cnt. I 1,-vill show \\Thy 
[5.30 p.m.l that argument has absolute!~, no 

bearing on the case~. If you, }fr. 
Chairmnn, desired to build a house for your~ 
self, :you >Youlcl unly require to build one 
hou>e. You do nor propose to Lnild a home 
eYl'l'V n1onth of tht: year and C'Yl'TY Yt'al· of 
your" life. c·onscqu.PJ;tly it would he~ foolish 
of ~YOU to go 10 the e:s:pcn: • of getting; 
ton·C'ther a ~t'lff of nten in tht" Yarious trade:s 
v.-{~lt ~dJ the plant and tools JH'Lcs· ary to 
carrv en the '-\-ork of daY lahour. So, if a n1an 
olll:,-· l1C'l't1::> one huu-.:.c'. ~he goc~ to th·.; n:wn 
\Yho ba .... the 11 c <':try llLnt--

}_ir. ~.;_\XV\TLL: Or he does it himsp1f. 

The SbCRJ';TARY FOR PCBLIC \YORKS: 
If he doe it himsei£, good luck to him. T!Yrr 
i::; no rP,~-~on \\hY nwn .-5hou1d not do thi" 
work theru::;PiYL'~. if th0Y htlYC the nr 
thc·lr di.:·JHl~aL It \\-ou.l~l a good if 
hon nt a little rnorc 
than the' them a hlt of 
good. sO far as I flnl I atn nut 
afraid of doing a li ttlc~ a bout 111~~~ 
O\\~n hous-:.' \,·hrn I haYC the titHe at 11l~Y 
.cJi,posa] and I fee:! inclined to do so. \Yith 
regard to a Gc·y,'nnncnt dc_rnutmcnt t1H~ 
siluf1tion is entire]y different, I haYe sho>Yn 
that th{ (·xpendih~rc on buildings this yc:u 
in n1y department will <.Jn1ount to son1cthing 
OYer £300.000. That is the aycragc expendi
tur~' of the dcpartJncnt each year, and it 1s 
allutted into available >vork" diYided into 
tw2h-o 111011thly periods: as far as is possible, 
the same arnount of r',ork i:5 carri0d out in 
cad1 month of the year. It is a Eound policy 
for a GoYernment or for local authorities to 
emplo,Y their O\Yn men direct, to ntablish 
the nec>::;~,tr~~ nlanr. and c:et all the labour
saxing- dcvic•s -thev can to ._carry on the "\vork 
efficient}~,- 1hrrn~, 1vcs. The Position boils 
down to thi::--that the Dc•partn1Clh of Public 
\Yorks Ulil <--arr\7 cut \York 11ndcr a torc•n1an 
in just the ~anle wa:. and ju~t as cfficicntl~~ 
as any ftrn1 of eontrn.ctors can C'l rrv on t \York 
undr-1: a foreman. T]H_ whole• thi~;g depends 
l~pon gnod fr!Cll haYing- charge of the opera
tiO;l;-; a11d sc~:--:n~; thc·t the n1·en encragcd on the 
work:-; ?,.,f8 gi""~,·i.ng a fair deal. c-It vi-·as t:ug
flC.'stecl bv the hen. n10E~btr for ::\lnri1la thUt 
int·n \Yorki:~r togeth0r in gangs loafed on tbe 
job. and that. if one 1nan "\Vns sacked the 
l'l .I \Yould go on 'trike and the foreman -~·ould 
ultimate]-: loH' hi, job. That 'tateme11t is 
n '('r~~ far-fetchccl oue, to sav the least of 
it. 2'\ot only is it Yery far-fetched, but I 
contend that it is extremclv uniair to the 
gn ·tt rna:::':l oi \Yorkers in QucCns1and. I aaree 
that in trades and callings there dre ~e:1 
who v.;ill lDaf, just the same as so1ne n1en1-
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bt·l of Parlia::: ::n- \Yili. So~n0 n1cl11bers Df 
P:trlia!lH'llt u1·p 1l10l',' lax in regard to their 

in the llousc than 
l'.J,:dltio11 of things ohtains 

oi socictv. You find 
the:,· ~'et oppori:nnity, will, 

renn 111 c nnn1011 u -e, '· go slo\v 
n~ r he n1en in the 

\\~c1rks are coi~ccrned, 
ab-olutclv fair deaL The 
the ( 'on~rruction Drnnch, 

SL'rrctnry down, are 
rl with the ncce- .ary 

pn nirular line of bu~;iness. 
1l1t'1l could ('a:-:<il~Y se:cure positions 

of in1p0rranct 1:n pri..-ato ent.~rprises. 
1'he~- arc~ exp_·rt::; in thC'ir different lines~ and: 
the~ ~6 ·:c loyal ~f'rYic_:- to the departmcnL 
\Yhcr:. that loyal scn-icC' is not giYcn v:e deal 
\\ ith the ncrsons concerned. Ii mc>n do not 
~YiYP lo,·al sc•rvice io the Department of 
Public \York~ and ir is found out, they are 
dealt \Yith drasiicrdlv a l!d arc shot out of 
th~·ir job.,. ·r:wt i.' a·s it ,honld be, A good 
JJHlf!.Y. ho· c stnte!nQnts arc n1ade from timG· 
to time :1 bour rh:: " go slow" po1 icy in 

and Au ,tralia u-cncrallv. Visitors 
one! dcC\Y];c"re a'k me ques

a bout hc•n I happc01 to meet them, 
often c1o in official rapacity. I !?ay 

thc~t. wC'rking rea· onablc concljtions. 
..:\n3trnlian ''"o-;_·kn1cn l<Jl11pare favonr
•. -,~-trh the y;od\.nlcn of any ether •.'ountry 

tl: >Yorl-6. I worked \cith trades-
mu, of clift'rTr•:;t and I say that, 
g--iYL'll Tt>asona blc the trained. 
\\·orkrnen ~·\-a:-t rnli:.t can compare favour-
ab!~· Y.'it11 CJtht•r eDnntrv in tbe 
y,·c;r!d. It unjt:st to m~ll\:c sug-

b "('11 rnad8 about the 
Dc,Jrntmcnt of Public 

departments. Stkh state
After all is eaid and 

rhat does the in1portant \1;ork 
It is th · eT< at mass of 

build onr r'ailway'· who 
\vho n1akr, our 
and do all the 

u~cful 1,1.-ork i:l the comnlLtnitY. It wou1d be 
a Letter idea to enconrarrc th08c n1cn in their
n.;cful sen-i( ·- to the con1't~nunity. to giYf' them 
tLat mccd of prai"0 \Yhich is n1eritcd by all 
n1£'I1 who gin."' p;oocl s0rvirC'. It would be rnore· 
i'ttting to PllcOurag-c the men engagf'd in 
public \Yorks than to thro\'V innuend<Jcs across 
the floor of th0 Cha.mbcr , bout them. I am 
prepared to acln1it that OClasionally \YC come
across n loafcT or ~'!. nli..n ~-··d1o is di~loval to 
tlw department. \Yhcn fonnd out, that -man's 
s "1 \·ice."; H.rc dispensed with, and no 1nan 
\Yho:-::c serYiCf'S lw . ..-e been di~pcn3-cd with in 
arv o£ nl)-~ dcpartn1(•nts for loafing on the· 
jol:, or for ,..,-}lfu1 incompetence has cYcr been. 
lTJllctaterl. That is my attitncl . 

Summed up. '· Dav Lab"nr YCrsus Con~ 
tract'' r _·all:~ rr::t)an~';:- this-that ln \.York& 
can·i('d on 1. h(:T·? -...-oa cn~1 3-C'rure the services 
of · continue the1n in your 
:~er ltnd tlE" necessary plant, day 
ltJhour i:'i the :mo.~t s1ti~3factor~v proposition. 
Ccl!tnwton: arc not in the business for the 
good of tlwir health. Tlwy have to employ 
th-: .nne dt:\~s of n1Pn as the Government 
cnop]oy. Th~Y clo nut get any better men 
thn!l tho-.._• rng0.g0d o:1 the Treasury Buildjng 
or 1hc llarnlltcn1 C'o1d Srorcs: consequently 
b:v our ~:stcru of organisation we are able to 
eaYe t0 tho community the margin of profi·!; 
that the contrrrctor would look for. In 
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addit!c1n, tlH' standard of our 1vork is of the 
vcf} hiv,he,t cla,s. There is no incentive to 
scamp \York unclc•r the daY-labour system. 
One on]y 110Pds to re' ad -of the y·arious 
inq11irie". into \Yar S, rvice IJomcs to kllolv 
how \York carried on under that plan has 
been 'camped. Almost cverv vear for the 
pa-t fire ye.-, l'" thf•rr ha Ye bc"cn"' cmnn1ission:'; 
of inquiry into the class of houses built in the 
several States. I have inspeeted some of 
those houses myself. As a matter of fact, 
the last :\Tationaliet Govcmment of the Com
monwealth before the last Federal election 
asked my depa.rtment to take 0\-er thos0 
hou::-cs. but I hac1 no intention of buying a 
gold brick fron1 "' Billy ') I-Iughcs or an:. one 
•+e. I mid that we would be prepared to 
take over the administration of the Common
wealth d('partn1C'llt on certain conditions-if 
all the homes that had been built were 
re-valued and the capitalisation fixed on 
what would be a fair thing for tho soldier, 
and that the soldier should sign an agree
ment that he was perfectly satisfied with t.he 
financial conditions of his contract. I stated 
w<' would be prepare-d to take ovor those 
horn<'s when that wa• done. 

As a matter of fact. it is perfectly well 
known that, owing to bad management and 
other things, men were called upon to pay 
interest and rede1nption on a capitalisation 
that was bevond the reach of their incomes. 
Since then, ·however, I understand the Com
monwealth Government have taken my 
advice and havo appointed boards to fix 
the capitalisation at a reasonable arnonnt. I 
have here a. rather interesting quotation from 
the '' Dai!v Standard" of the 12th of this 
month, wh;ch dPU]' \vith the Roval Commis
sion which is inquiring into the VV'armambool 
brQak\vater. That js a contract, and a verv 
important work. The '' Standaru" reports_:_ 

'' Edward Ryan, labourer, \Yarrnam
bool, said he worked on a mixing 
machine at the breakwater extension 
for two or three months. Several times 
he sa•v sand and blue metal going 
through the machine without cement. 
'\'hen he drew attention to this the man 
in charge (Burford) called out, 'Don't 
v.orry, let. it go.' 

" 'Witness said that some concrete 
blocks made contained only sand and 
metal in the middle. There was a heap 
of condemned cement at the works. He 
believed some of it went to the mixer. He 
had· been told not to touch it. He had 
s<'en the end fall off some c<>ment blocks, 
and onlv sand was inside. On a number 
of occa;ions he had seen Burford meak
ing around th<"l cement heaps putting 
bags from the st,wks which had been 
counted on to stacks which had not been 
counted. He did not report this." 

Then again you have this fmther statement 
on vVednesda,-

" ::VIr. ,Tames ::-\e.-ille, inspector in the 
Public \Yorks Department, said that on 
21st 1\o.-ember, 1914, his son, who had 
a large contract at \Varrnambool, 
showed him over the ''"ork on the exten
sion. \Vitness saw dry concrete being 
poured loose from a hopper into the 
sea at the end of the extension. 

" To Mr. Ellis: It seemed a mad thing 
to do. Neither sand nor cement wonld 
ever reach the bottom. The current was 
strong enough to bear the metal away. 

1923-4 p 

" Witness said he had considerable· 
experience 1vith concrete. 

·' ::'11r. l'iggott: Was there a gang of 
lunatics on the job, or what sort of men 
did you see at 1vork? 

"\Vitness: Ordinarv labourers. I said 
10 one of them, ' \Vh;t is the idea'?' but 
hr only laughed. 

·· -~{ ou. an experienced man in concrete,
krww that they might equally as well 
haYe poured vinegar and salt into the 
sea; why did j'OU not report it to one· 
of the supervif'lng engineers ?-I men
tioned it to the temporary road engineer, 
who happened to be there. He took it 
ver;, casually, so I simply said, ' Well, 
•ou engineers do some funny things,' and; 
ieft it at that. 

" Knowing it was sheer midsummer 
madness you did nothing about it?
It was not my business." 

There you have an example of important 
break\vater works carried on in that fashion 
under the contract system. I am not suggest
ing for one moment that all contracts are 
carried ont dishonestly. :Many contracts are 
carried out very successfully, and the work 
is a crodi t to the men who are responsible 
for it. But mv contention is that in large 
undertakings, -particularly on Government 
works, the tendenc~- is to scamp the work 
''"ith a. view to making greater profits. 

:\Tr. YowLES: \Vhat about your inspectors? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Anyone who knows anything at all about 
l<ngc works in building operations knows. 
that you would have to employ an army of 
inspectors to inspect almo··,t every tap of work 
done on the job to pr~vent st,1mping of work 
being done if the contractor made up his 
mind to scamp the work. 

"vlr. YowLES: It applies both ways. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The Government policy is this: Instead of 
employing qualified men to watch a con
trac·tor, we employ those qualified men ((} 
carry out tlw work. 

.At 5.45 p.m., 

::'llr. YOWLES (Dalbp): Mr. Kirwan, I 
desire to call your attention to the state of 
the Comrni ttee: 

Quorum formed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrDLIC WORKS: 
I was referring to the fact that under th<> 
day labour system, instead of employing 
inspectors to watch contractors, we are em
ploying· these qualified men as foremen and 
::<u forth to carry out necessary "\vorlcs. 

Wi!d etatements have been made by vari
ous members that public works which cost 
a certain amount conld be done by contract 
for comiden.blv les-. That is the kind of 
loose statement- that can be made by anyone. 
The hon. member for Wide Bay referred to 
havinv, been present a.t the official opening 
of a school somewhere, and that a contractor 
said to him, " I couid bnild this school for 
considerably less than it coat the depart
ment." 

Mr. CLAYTON: That is quite correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS' 
Anyone can make statements of that kind, 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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but invariably, when they are put to the 
t<>st, they do not stand up to them. 

J\1r. CLAYTON: Are you prepared to accept 
a contract for the same class of building? 

The SECRETARY FOH Pl:BLIC \YORKS: 
The hon. member would guarantee nothing. 

J\Ir. CORSER: \Ve would take his guarantee 
when we would not take yours. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: 
The hon. member for Wide Bav is one of 
those individuals who would make use of any 
irresponsible statement. It is quite possible 
he may bohevc it, but he probably knows so 
little about building construction that he 
would believe anything that his supporters 
tell him. But the fact is that, when these 
wild statements are put to the test. almost 
invariably they are found to be bluff. 

Take the statement of the hon. member 
for Lockyer, who caid that a contractor in 
his electorate would be prepared to do a 
certain job for a hospital for £380. That 
was less than the estimate of the Department 
Dt Pubhc Wori<,. We supplied him with 
the specifications on which our estimate was 
based, and his estimate was immediately 
increased to £523-a difference of £143 on 
one small job. Then we have another case 
as recently as the 19th of this month, in con
nection with the building of a school of arts 
at Morningside. A firm of contractors, Casey 
and Ryan, stated they could do certain work 
-taking out the foundations, I think-for 
£189. The people concerned in the matter 
imm~diately accepted the offer, but when that 
was done these people asked to be allowed 
to put in an amended tender, which amounted 
to £339 12s. Sd. These are actually cases 
where men casually made the statement "I 
could do this job for so and so," but i,;,me
diately they are asked to -do it and called 
on to give a tender which they know they 
must carry out, the position becomes entirely 
different. Those are the facts of the position, 
and many other instances could be given. 

The hon. mern_ber for Ipswich raised the 
question of architectural draftsmen in the 
head office. It is quite true that the number 
provided for is !C'ss than in previous year~, 
but I am not aware that there is any under
staffing. The Under Secretary informs me 
that the staff is quite adequate to meet all 
requirements. A reorganisation of the 
department took place a little over t-,, o vears 
ago, which has been found to be satisfa~tory. 
All works are standardised where possible, 
consequently it is no longer necessary to get 
new plans for 8\·ery now job. 

The hon. member also made the interesting 
suggestion that apprentices in the building 
trade-I prP~un1e ho means carpenter,:.~ brick
layers, masons, and so on-might be brought 
into 1 he d1 ~.£tin g-room and given about six 
n1onths' training there. That is a suggestion 
which I will look into very carefully, because 
I believe it is desirable to give the appren
tices that form of instruction. l)nder the 
apprenticeship rcp-ulation~, vvhich ha..-e gono 
through the Executive Council to-day, pro
vision is made that boys in skilled trades 
shall be sent to technical colleges and taught 
those subjects. It will be part of an appren
ticP's training to get all the training i'n 
building constrnction that is possible; so 
probably it is provided for in the regulations. 
However, I will go into the matter carefully 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

and sec whether the suggestion can be 
practically cnrricd out. 

I think that I have covcrNl most of the 
11oints raised by lJOn. Inc1nbers. \T arious 
requests haye been nHtde for ;;chools, and so 
on. I will look into the reqni'Sts very care
fully, and if the funds are available. those 
works will bo carried out. It is my policy 
m the Department of Public 'Norks not to 
proceed with work in a district unless it is 
very urgent when there is a large amount of 
work going on. That is to say, when the 
building lrade is busy and men are required 
in that direction, I do not proceed with new 
works if they can be possibly deferred. 
Having regard to the largo amount of build
ings going on in the metropolitan area at 
the present time. it is scarcely likely that 
many more buildings will be approved of 
during the present financial year. I think 
that is a policy which should commend itself 
to hon. member.:!. Public works, where pos
sible, should be deferred during a boom in 
the bl!ilding trade, and brought forward 
at a time when men in the industrv and in 
other. directions are unemployed. However, 
cntam urgent works are necessary and must 
be gone on with, and t.hey will be completed. 
The funds at our disposal do not provide 
for the carrying out of all the work asked 
for. Hon. members come to my office from 
time to· time asking for qchools to be 
built in their electorates. Most of those 
schools, no doubt, are very desirctble, but 
I must point out to hon. members that I 
can only approve of the works, having due 
regard to the funds at my disposal. I do 
not propose to exceed the amount on the 
Estimates, and therefore those funds are 
spent on what are considered to be the most 
urgent works. '.Yherc no schools at ail exist 
and they are urgently required, those are 
given preference. The next preference is 
given to schools where additions are required, 
due to OYCrNowding· and so on; and m-cry 
effort is made to spend the money with a 
view to giving the best possible results. If 
there is any further information which hon. 
members desire, I shall be pleased to give it. 

:Mr. CORSER (Bu1·nett) : After talking 
most hon. members out of the· House--

The SECRETARY FOR I'UBLIO WORKE: The 
"corner man " of the Country party will now 
give us an exhibition. 

Mr. CORSER: The }1inister might take 
a le:tf out of the book of l1a!f a dozen 
of the senior Ministers when dealing with 
these Estimates. If he did so, he would 
probably be able to elevate himself and 
give us information of some value, instead 
of giYing us a YCl bal diarrhcea of pla1 itudcs 
such as generally punctuate his ~tatements 
here. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC -WORKS: Verbal 
diarrhwa > a con1plaint you suffer frorn 
very frequently. 

Mr. CORSEH.: \Ye unfortunatclv know 
too much about it when the \Yorks E;timates 
are on. \Ye had three tirades last vear, and 
\Ye have had a pretty good exhi'bition of 
it to-day 

The SECRETARY FOR PT!BL w ·woRKS : You 
are a Yf:'ry good "corner man "-you arJ 
the "corner man" of the Country party. 

Mr. CORSER: The Minister is intoxicated 
with the exuberance of his own verbosity. 
(Opposition laughter.) The hon. gentleman 
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even take a leaf out of the psychology 
oi Secrctarv for Railwavs and leaYC the 
"· I ,. out of ;:.orlle of hi::. renlarks about '· n1y 
dcpartnH'ni,'' remerubering that \YO look at 
it froln a govc-rnn1ental and adn1inistrative 
poiut of vic1c \Ye look to the officers of the 
<:cpcrrtment, and \VC cannot give the \Vhole of 
the credit for the good thiugs to the ::Ylinis
tcr. \Ye cannot brliove that he. as an indi
viducll and with his personality. is respon
~ibh' for all the goocl things he ha;-; clain1ed 
on lwhalf of tlre Department of Public \Vorks 
to-clay. 

I do not believe in the polic:-· of day labour 
'e:ainst the contract system, and, if the :Minis
ter is so sure that the evstom is \vhat he 
claims it to be, or half what he claims 
it to be, lot him accept the challenge offered 
b, hon. members Dn this side. V\'hen a 
bc1ilding is about to be erected, let him 
<:all tenders from outsiders, and allow 
the department also to draw up r-,timatos, 
and accept whichever is the lower, also allow
ina- his own department to superintend the 
w~rk of the contract. Vie shall then see 
whether Dr not his department is carrying 
out the dav labour svctem in a fair wav 
and in the i'i1terest·· of the State. and whethe'r 
thev a1·e making the allowance which I claim 
they -do so that they may be able at the 
End of the job to say that it has cost less 
than it would under contract. 

A GOVERX)!EXT ~fE)!BER: The :i\letropDlitan 
\Vater Supply and Sewerage Board appear 
tD think that day labour is the best. 

:Mr. CORSER: If the ~1inister had con
sidered that matter important enough, surely 
in the long, dreary remarks with which he 
cleared the House he would haYe paid sQmo 
attention to it. HoweYer, he is only a yDung 
junior 2\Iinister, and we trust that some day 
he will take an example from the senior 
Ministers and give the House something 
"·hich is of value. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \VORKS: There 
i(3 no hope of you ever doing it. 

Mr. CORSER: The Minister has claimed 
that there is not enoug·h money available to 
erect schools and carry Dut repairs which 
are essential in tho countrv districts, \vhile 
in the city of Brisbane the' Government are 
going to build a structure nt a cost of 
£20,000 or £30.000. Thev will do that while 
they deny the· necessary' fencing and gates 
to schools in country districts Dn the ground 
that there arc no funds. In cases where a 
teacher requires even a table the request is 
put a~irJe bC>cause thore is a shortage of 
funds. \Ye fillrl that the appropriatiDn for 
last ,-car was £205,909, but the actual expen
diture v.-a.s. only £199,407; yet tlwy sa:v they 
hnye not the n1cnev to· go on ·with countrY 
<chook There are ·unused plans which could 
haYe b0en ntili;;;t.J. for 1nanv of thr neces~rnv 
IYorks. in tll0 Bnrnctt and. ot11rr electorate~. 

not rr~nkc: the n1on0v aYnilablc to enable 
thP whicJ1 nre ncc:s5arv for 
thc cs·-ential for the hcafth of 
tho rn:cl sc~1olars to he carried out? 
There is a ~<:hoolhouso in mv distrirt \Yhcn"' 
the \Yalls ~~re 0atcn with ,~·bite ants. and 
tlwrc .arc other buildings whirh in;:;pcctors 
haYo report0d against as. beino- in a bad statG 
of repair. It is onlv >v-ithin th~ last fe\Y weeks 
dJat an appro:1ricltion has lh·rn tnnde to 
<'lnblc the \York at tltc> school in question to 
be carried out. 

2\Ir. KELSO (Xu.wloh): The Secretary for 
Public \\~arks intimated during his speech 
tnn.t there is no objection to a debate each 
:·car on the rPspcctjye n1crits of the fonns 
of work kno\'.'11 8-'. claY la.bour and cvntract. 
h is vor·: good :Jf t'he Minister to admit 
th:~t, bcun1:;;e son1ctirncs thP t(lunt is thru\vn 

at this eiclc of the Committee 
[7 p.m.] 1 hat we have a perennial feeling 

that \YO mu:-t diSCUSS that qLH~·3-
1.ion. The l\linistcr, of courEe. u::.dcrstands 
that hon. mcn1bers on this side arc 11ot vcrv 
ll«.ch ia fr,vour of da.y hbDnr, "·hilet he, 
)y ing the head of a rlepartment which d:los 
a lot of w.wk under that system, naturally 
has been at some pains to rcmv-ince the CDm
rnittee and the electors general!~' that it 
would be better for the State and for the 
pc·ople of the State if all work in his depart
!YJO)nt, and, as a matter Df fact, in other fDrms 
of activity. were done by day labour. I take 
it that the root difference between day 
Ltbour and cDntract is simply a question 
of human nature. The question is: Under 
which form can you get the best value 
without unnecessarily speeding up a man to 
c!o work beyond his eapacity? The Minister 
has stated definitely that his department 
has a very complete system of costing, and 
he im·ites hon. mombon to go and inspeet 
ir. Ho savs tha.t the hon. member for 
Enoggern has been and is satisfied Jl1at it is 
very gDod ; but, after all, that doee not cut 
much ice. because it is well knowJJ that the 
officers of the department knew exactly the 
conditions under whkh the work which they 
are costi:og is to be dDnc. That i.- to sa.y, 
thev know that it is to be dono hv dav 
labour and not by contract, that it Is n•;t 
subject to any cDmpetition, and they natur
ally arrange their costing so that their 
estimates are Lased on what the work will 
cost by day la.bour. We claim that wDrk 
dDne by day labour costs more than that 
c(rJne by contract. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt.:BLIC \VORKS: \Vhat 
do :vou sug·gest 9 Do yon suggest that men 
on day labDur go slow or; a job? 

Mr. KELSO: The incentiYe which men 
htnro in working for a private en1ployer 
makes them do better worl•. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC 'WoRKS: \Vhat 
ir.centiv-c? They are the same class of men. 

Mr. KELSO: The incentiYe is tbat these 
men working for the Government know per
fectly \Yell that they are in a good steady 
position. a.nd the hon. gentleman knows--

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \Y ORKS : I know 
that the men \Vorking for my deputmont 
,,~ork a-s hard as they \Youkl for yon or 
anybody else. 

:Yir KELSO: The hon. gentleman knows 
that it is Y·cry hard to get rid ot men 
en Go,~ernn1ent jobs unle ,, for absiJluh~ 
incapacity. \Yhercas it is k::-:-.u\Ytl ihat in 
ccntract work the emr1loyer natnr~dl;: 11icks 
i·hosc ,,~orln11en \\~bo \\ill do the· b· ,o_:t work 
fm· him. l:nfortuuatelv the Industrial 
AdJitra.tion Act doe' l'ot prm·iclc fo•: the 
s1o\v \York1nan. ::Uany priyato Clnp1oyers 
wcukl be glad to keep on n1en \Yho ar~~ 1loing 
good \Ymk bnt who are not capable of 
doing as n1uch work as the average rLan, 
Lut the law not permit them to do so. 
The consequence that the slmv worker in a 
GoYernn1ent posi(ion. is kept on. ,.,.·ith the 
result tha.t many men \Yho are \Yilling to 
Wdrk in that employ con>e to the conclu6ion 
that there is no need to burst themselv8s if 

Mr. Kelso.] 
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there arc a Inunlwr of ~}o\Y \Yorkl'l'S there. 
It is no credit----

The 8ECR2T\Rt roB Pt·nuc "\YoE~-s: It is 
no credit to ~-ou to 1n.sulr about 1.00:} l!H..'n. 

Mr. KELSO: I can g;iYe a case from n::v 
O\Y11 knon·lcclrrr in coanCction ~Yith the Ra~l
v ay Dr'partnlPllt of a n1an I knc"-~.· ycry \Yell, 
anL1 \Yho had l'ccn a. ganger fol' ~/JlUC years. 

The SECREBRY roR Pl-nLlC \YoRFS inter
jected. 

}lr. KELSO: Dnrmg the \\hole of the 
time that the :\Iimster "as speaking he eh cl 
not take notice of a1w interjections, and I 
do not prOJ10'" ro i.alw any !:otic<; of his 
intcrjf'ction~. :=.o h0 _can saye h~s Y_o1ce. He 
refnscd to tak,• nnh-ce of InterJeCtions frol? 
this side. and I propose to follo_w lns 
example. and gi,·L! him a dose of h1s o\vn 
medicine. 

The SECRETARY FOR P!;BLIC \YORKS: Go 
ahead. 

J\Ir. KELSO: This man had been a rail
way g-angrr for a nnn1ber of yc,ars. and he 
came to Brisbane one dav and called on me. 
He Yvas nicclv dressed. and I complimcnted 
him on his improved spruce appearance. I 
said, "·You arc .~~~etting on in the, \Yorld." 
He replied. '' I am getting on, but I am not 
as comfortabl~ as I used to be.'' I asked 
him what ''as the trouble. a.ml he replied, 
" I am in charge of a gang of men on t~e 
!\orthern line. There are twenty men m 
that gang, antl they ar<· making my life a 
misery." 

1\Ir. ::\loRGAX: That is just YYhat I said. 

Mr. KELSO: I am 11ot telling an)• fairy 
ysrn. I an1 git,-illg the experience of a n1an 
wr.o.,· "·ord I rei· on. He said. " I am 
down on a n1lssicl::. on this occasion to sc·e 
the Chief Engineer for Railwa)'s, and if he 
will not. back 111(' 11p, I run going to ' chu.ck ' 
up rr1y Lillct. because I crtnuot sleep at 1nght 
through .,-orrying.'' I a•·kcd him ·what was 
th: matter. and he told me that there \Ycro 
two n1en in his gang ·who \YC'rc proft :~sional 
agitator,• and they stirrcci up the other 
ntcn. and although the other n1c~n \YCdJ.ted 
to do a day's work, thcv came to him and 
said, "\Ye· are willing 'to do a fair da:>-'s 
work, bnt these hYo rrlPll arc loafing on the 
job." lie wired to the Dietrict Engineer 
and asked for instructions, and the District 
Engineer told hin1 to use his O\Yn discretion. 

J\Ir. CoLLIX': \Yhat was the local engineer 
doing? 

J\lr. KELSO: He said, " I sacked those 
men, anrl before thcv went awaY thev came 
and defied mf', a;id said, '\Yithln hvo 
month' ' ·c ehall be back in our billet ... and 
we will get you out of the job.'" Influence 
was browrht to bear in Brisbane. and ,,·ithin 
two month .. those two men were back on the 
job. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR PLBLIC \\'ORES: 
Konsense! 

Mr. KELSO : It i-. not nonsense. 
l'dr. GLEDSOX: GiYe us the name. 
Mr. KELSO: I am not going to g"!Ye the 

na1nes. 

GovER:-niEXT ::\1DIBERS : Ah ! ah ! 
Mr. CoLLTXS: \Yhat line was it on? 

Mr. KELSO: Does the hon. member for 
Ipswich think that I am soft enough to give 

[Mr. Kelso. 

th~" names? If he does not take my »ord. he· 
w.ill not got any n1ort1 Infonnation. The ho·1~ 

cnt1e-nHtn nnu:l: aeccpt lllY word, because' I 
'In telling the iruth. ~ 

J\Ir. GLEns ox : \Ye a re not compelled to 
nc(·f'pt yonr 11-ord. 

:\fr. KELSO: Hon. membNs opposite do 
not like to hear the truth-that is the 
i n_;ubJc~it i~ getting under their ~kin.-:. 
This nun said that. if l1P. could not get snme 
~:uarantec fron1 the Chief Engineer that 
that gentlewan •nmld back him up in his 
J10"·i1 ion, he \YHS Jctcrmincd to get out of the 
clt'partment. 

:\fr. GLEDSOX: Did he get out? 

}Jr. KELSO: That is the position the m.en 
in charge are in. 

::\Ir. :\IoRGAX : It is quite true. 

::\Ir. KELSO: That is the secret of the 
fault under the day-labour principle. There 
is no incentive on the part of the men to da 
any more than is neccs,at-y. I have been 
told bv men who werE' anxious to do a fair 
day's ~vork fat· a fair day's pay that, because
they happened to work a little harder than 
.-omc of the uthcr men, they got a polite 
hlllt that they must not wol'l< too hard, 
because the rest of the men did not want to 
\York too hard. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \\'ORES: Another 
gcnc1·al statement. 

Jlr. KELSO: I ha.-e abolute proof of what 
I ""Y· Hon. members opposite know in their 
owll !wart; that the dav-labour sntem is not 
the beet. The Minist<:r spent a long time 
~his aficrnoon in attcn1pting to apologise for· 
the day-labom oystem. \Yhcn he kept on at 
'uch a p.Tcot length. I could not help think
in~r of \Yhat IIan1let ::aiel-

" ::\Ic,thinb the lady cloth protest too 
much." 

thought the ::\Iiniotcr was protcsiing too 
much. I-Ie v:as devoting a trc1nendous lot of 
1 inw to defending the department and the 
day-labour policy. 

The SECRETARY FOR PeBLIC \VoRKS: You 
arc n1aking Yague general statcrnents ·which 
you cannot substantiate. 

}[r. KELSO: I am not making vague
g0ncral staten1ents. 

The SELRET.IRY FOR Pt:BLIC \VORKS: I chal· 
lengc you to produce the cYidencc .. 

}Il'. KELSO: Take some of the works that 
ha ye been .done. Take the YYork recentlv 
C'fnnplct(·d of concreting Queen and Geoie;.o 
streets 11r. Carrick was the contractor. 
Large numbers of people mod to stoo and 
\Yatch the men ('ngaged upon the concreting 
work. They were not 'pceding up; they 
YYer'' simpl·- doing their beet. Thcv were 
~atisfierl to do so, as they were working £or 
a g·oocl bo:<s and knew that, if thev put in a 
fair da~v·s work. tl1e buss \Yonld keep thmn 
in '''ork. ..:\_ man asked me one dav \vhether-
1 he se men were on da v labour o~r not. I 
said. "Thev arc on dav"!abour for a private 
boo,," It ,\-ould be quite a different thing if 
a Go.-ernnwnt imtitution had been doing the 
work. The:. would have got " go-slow " 
la bonr then. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: That is a libel on every 
\~'Orker in Queensland. They ought to dip 
you in ~ho Brisbane River. 
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::\Ir. KELSO: If the ::\1inister is \Yedded to 
the nolicv oi da,- labour, and thinks it io 
··uch·a w~nderful.thing, why does he not put 
it into oprration in the building· of workers· 
d,,cllings 1 Hundreds of thousands of pounds 
ha\e been spent in erecting dwellings for the 
v1orkPrs, but in aln1ost eyerv < <\Sf' the work 
l,as been done by priyate co'ntract. 

The SECRET,\RY FOR PcBLIC \Y ORKS : ""'ot 
altogether. lt i '• a matter of choice on the 
part of the worker himself. 

::\lr. KELSO: If the \\orker thinks that the 
work will not be done properly under day 
labour, then the hon. gentleman is condemn
ing his own department, because he thinks 
the men are not frt to do the work. The 
whole of the \York in the construction of 
workers' dwellings is inspected by Govern
mnnt inspectors, and he is casting a slur on 
the men who arc supposed to inspect that 
work on behalf of the GoYernment. 

I haye another instance. At one time I 
went through the Lake's Creek meatworks, 
where the butchers are practically on piece
work. Hou. members opposite will say that, 
because they are on piecework, they will 
slum their \York, but I understand the mana
ger gets the men together in the morning and 
says. " \Y c shall kill so many bullocks 
to-day," and they agree to kill so many bul
locks. with the result that sometimes these 
men knock off at 2 o'clock and .. ometimes 
half-past 2 in the afternoon, but they put 
in pretty good work during the time they 
haYe worked. As soon as thev haYe killed 
the number of bullocks agreed upon they 
get U\Yay. Is not that some incentiYe for the 
111('11 ?. 

::'llr. I110RGAX : Tlw slwarers do the same, 
bee a use they g·et paid by results. 

:\lr. KELSO: There is ~o1neihing in human 
nature \Ybich spurs people to do their best 
\Y hen t lwy ar(' re\\·ardPd for ·doing so. \Yhell 
theY Q·et clmvn Lo the lf'yc) of till' dulL 
me~liocrc indiYidual, the~- do not care \Yhl'ther 
the~- do their best or not. 

The SEC'RET\RY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS: That is 
1;.ot rontrnc-t \YOrk. 

:!\Ir. LLOYD: If they paid vou ln· results, 
you would be paid about £2 ~ weeic 

:\IL KELSO: EnrliPr in the session I was 
taken to task by an hon, member opposite 
for making a statement \\·hich he said I could 
not ::::.ub:-tanriate. I \Y<1s referring to the con
tract fot· the basement of the building now 
C~"CUpicd b~~ the St<ltC' Insuranrc Departn1ent. 
I 1nade a certain st8tcn1cnt, and I \Vant to 
read au cxtraet fronl " Hansard" of last 
SC'sion, Jl"l'c 1237. J find there that the hon. 
n1C111bcr fo1· Too1nbui Inade certain statements 
vvhcn thi~ YOtt' \Vac under discu~si.on, and I 
propose to read what ho said to corroborate 
n1)~ statorner.t-

" The hon. member for Ilurnett 
refcrrerl to this matter and sa;d that. if 
a trial \Yerp gi\~f'n. an uffiv_' esi irnatr 
·Coul.c[ be made up "nd put into the tN•.der 
box nt tlw sanu: tin1c as othc:.· tcn~lcrs. 
.and all tenders c:micl be opened in the 
presence of responsible officNs. and, if 
-the departmental estima.te was below the 
contractors' prices. then there would be 
nothing n1orc to say." 

The SECRETARY FOR Pn;Lrc \YORKC': Do You 
kno1v tlult that wae done in connection -v~Tith 
the foundations of the State Insurance build
ing? 

Mr. KELSO: 
"'fhat was done in connection -;,vith tho 

foundations of the present St:lte Insur
ance Offtce buildings." 

The S!:CR!;TARY FOR l'cBLlC \YoRKS: Tho 
1rhole building. 

Mr. KELSO: 
'' The hon. member for Bulimha was 

Sccreta.rv for l'ublic ·works at tbc time 
and a deputation waited on hrm, and 
he fwreed to adopt that svsl•:rn. The 
re.;;ult wa that one <·ontractOr was below 
th~ officu e5tin1ate, a~d he got the work." 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PcBLIC \YollKS: As a 
matter of fact, the office estima.te for nay 
labour for the Sratc Insurane£' building can1e 
to about £7.000 less than the conlractor'a 
price. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The c"ntractor lost about 
£3,000. 

::\lr. KELSO: \Y,hat really happc~1ed ,was 
thi·,: It was the poltcy. when rne tlon. 
nn~mber for \Yynnun1 wa-s :\1inister, to C}rry 
out· certain cor,tracts by day lab•ur. and he 
was told bY his departmental officers that 1t 
\':ould be c'heapcr to do it by day labour. 

:\Ir. GLEDSOX: That is not true. 

:!'.Ir. KELSO : I understand that the presi
dent of the Contractors' Association waited 
on J'.1r. Ilarncs, who had a long . list ~re
pared by the departmental of£ccrs, mcludmg 
t.!w alleged saying on ra1lw~y co~13truction, 
and it was shown to tlw sabsfactren of the 
de-partment tha.t there was a saving of some 
millions of pounds. The president of the 
Contractors' Association told J'.Ir. Ba c·nes 
tf1at it \Yould be a very 'imple thicg for him 
to put the matter to the test if hc;. would 
allow the Department of Pubhc \\orb<. to 
consider itself as a tm1dcrer, alle"\Ying 
IJr]yatc contractor~ to subn1it tenders. giving 
the contract to ,,-hiehcver made the lowest 
tcllder. Do not forget tha.t the \York had to 
b0 ,uperYi~ecl U_v clepartn1cntal offi·..:cr::;. It IS 
qe1itc ccl'\ain that. if the departmf'nt lost 
that tcucler, the in-pectors wolrld be on theu 
n1ettlc and would allow the contrac!"or no 
loophole. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \Vow's: The 
L'c:det' of the Department of Public \Vorks 
'sas £7.000 below the lowest contractor. 

'1\lr. KELSO: The lmwst tender was from 
n o-entleman narne-d Daumber, a.nd 1hP tender at the Department of Public \Yorks was 
l;igher than that of i\Ir. Baumber. 

The SECRET.\RY F01l l'L'BLIC \YORi{S: You 
clfm't know "\Yhat you are talking aboct. 

:.\Ir. KELSO: I rt•ali'e that tlw :'vliui·~tcr 
h iu po ·session of all inforn1atjOlL 

The SEC'RET\RY FOH l'cBLIC \\'oRES: YPs, 
a.;rd I will let the lwn. member eec all the 
pc1pers if he likes. 

:\Ir. KELSO: The• same thing happened 
,._hen the superstructure was to be built. A 
dcpntaticn ,:., aired on the present Govcrn
rllLllt--

The SECRETARY FOR 1' l BLIC \\' OEKS : The 
co11tract 'vas let by the J)C'nham GoYcrnment. 

::\lr. KELSO : 'The prcsenl Premier told 
the clepu1·ation-and I do not blank him for 
Ctn!ng so-that t~1e policy of the G·1vcrninent 
,vas to prcct this building by day labour 
:n 'l that he c:ould r:ot consider their TL'qt-;.e:3t. 

The SECRET.\RY FOil Pt:BLIC \YoRKS: You 
don·r kno\V what you arc talking nbout. 

Mr. Llelso.] 
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:Ur. EJ~LSl) : The rontract was t-here· 
fc 1e llllt up lJ, clay labour. 0Y('ll < fter it 
had been shown wit.h regard to the founda
tions rhat a priY<-1tc contractor could do the 
\',ork f~n· Ir·-,.;;. a.ncl this "·ith the Depart nc1~t 
of Public \Yorks on their mettle. 

f ~hould al~o 
" \'otc' and 
r"ge 159-

quote a, question frmn 
" for this sc'3sion, 

•. 1. I:-' 1t a fact that the roac1 -wblch has 
rcccnt1y tJeen L :"Jn..-trurtrd frmn Roma 
~tree1 new HaihYaY Good:; Shed 
\',a.;: laid \Yith ·tarred nJc'tal, 
and thr.t it hns Le n ·clng lllJ Ull(l rcla id 
IYith concrete'? 

"2. If oo. \Yhat '""' the co't of the 
tUlT'd mebl roecl, anrl the co~t of tlw 
cot1cretr road? 

" 3. \\'hn t action does lw propo>e to 
take in fntlll"<' to p1·eyent ouch a waste• of 
rublic nwuL'Y? 

'' Ansv:c-rs~ 

" 1. "\~ cs, a ftcr twt~h-c :rnonths' use'." 

" 2. Tarre-d road £928, lees £500 nllnc 
of taned nwta] llS('d elsewhere. Con· 
c,.ctc road £3.55G, inch1ding cost of 
rcmoYin~~ tarred lllf'tal. 

"3. Th'partmcntal officers state that 
the difticlllty could not be foreseen and 
,,~a-. attributable to excessive loads, but 
I aa1 pro:-;c•cuting further inquir,y." 

It appears that the officers of the \Yorks 
Depc;rtmc;,t do not always ~arry out the best 
Jes1p.;ns. 

The• SECHETIRY FOR I't:BLIC \\'ORKS: Tlw 
Dcpartnwnt of Public \l'orks had nothing to 
do with that nwttcr. 

:\h. KELSO: That work \Ya,; ,]one ]],-
labour the R"ihvay Department: 

it \Yas dorH~ bv a railwuv official 
to haYP kno1· n ~Yhat ~;on ;Jf traffic 

\Ya~ going OYPl' that road. 

The SECH£1.\HY FOR Prnuc LAxDS: I have 
kllO\Yll a prinltP ('Oinp~tnv spend £50.000 i11 
sinking a. tnuk and haY,' 'to fill it up .:!gain. 

}fr. KELSO: I do not sa:; private com
pamcs do not make mistakes but the J'.Iin· 
i~tcl' is tl')·ing to nHlke us bcl{cvc that every
thing; is done so perfect! v bv the \Y orb 
Department that errors ca;111ot' be made. I 
notice that the salary set down for the Chief 
Architect is £550. I do not know the gentle· 
man. who occupies that position~ but, con
'!dcrmg the magmtude of some of the build
ings that are b ~ing constructed at the present 
tm1e-which no doubt were desi<Yned bv the 
Chief Architect-it appears to mcb that that is 
hardlY a mftieient salary for a man ,vith his 
professional qllalifications. I can assure the 
hon. gentleman I do not know the gentleman. 

Th' SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORT\S: He IS 
a vcr"';7 tlcccnt man. 

l\lr. KELSO : I am quite disinterested in 
the m:>ttcr, but l draw the hon. gentleman's 
attentwn to the fact that thee,- call him the 
'·Chief c\rchitf'ct." and I think the Chief 
0'\.rchitcct who has to design important build
mp:s 1s really worth more than £550 a year. 

Th;' Minister referred to the question of 
whetncr the cost of school buildings should be 
charged. to revenue or to loan. I am only 
responsible to myself so far as this is con-

[J11r. Kel.qo. 

cerned. and I sa0· the proper thing to do F 

t.n charge new buildings to loan and 
tl1( 3C buildings in repair out of revenue. 
do not know whether the Government han• 
any Incans by -shi-ch a certain amount C'<:"1TI 
Le S('t aside to n1cet the \Yastage on these 

I commend that to the attention of 
?.Iinister bccausn the principle of build
\Yoodcn schools out of capital is a good 

one, but the hon. gentleman himself has 
admitted that theY were vcacting- flssets, and 
]H-. g;n-e the tcnn ~s fort~- years. ::viy P.\:peri
c·nce is tlw t many of these buildings last con
-iderabl:: longer 'than forty years if they ar,• 
kPpt in propN repair and pninted. \re know 
])(>rfcctlv >Yell there arc wooden buildings in 
u~D in Brisbane to-dav that \Yere built oYel' 
fort vcars a~o EYe,; if the hon. g-entleman 
fixe~ tho pcri~d at fift:, yea~s, at the end of 
thnr tinH' the....- mav ha,~e son1e use, but, if he 
fixe' that term. at the end of fifty years the 
loan for these buildings should be wiped out 
by a sinking fund. The hon. gentleman may 
argue that it is not mnch good building up a 
sinking- fund ''"hen you have a .::- -'ries of 
deficits: hut. quite independent of the fact 
that the Gm·ernment may haye a deficit. it 
]:-; a good thing to have a sinking fund for 
nn_v loan in connectio11 \vith wasting assrt~. 

It is a peculiar thing- that, if anybody wants 
J'C'pairs to ~chool buildillgs. they have to 
first of all to thr Secretary for Public 
struction. I-I e gv~~s into the question. 
if he find.;;; the work lH'c:>ssarv hn thf'n tells 
You he \\·ill recommend it to. the 
for Public '\YDrks. It C('tnS to n1e to 
a rouncJ-ahout ll1C'thod of proccdurl'. I ti:1ink 
it >Yould be far better that, when '~ 
to bP ~pPlil', tl}(' J\Ii11istrT who rC'COl1HlH'nd~ 
\York should haYf' thC' larg ."'t ~a:· 1~1 1l1e 
nw tter. 

The lw1l indicated that the hon. HP'nther'<;; 
time had expired. 

_\.t 7.26 p.m., 

Tho CHAIH::\1 A:'>/: B,· a!rn'""'"nt. and 
nnder Hw nroYis.ions of P,.-tanding Order ).~o> 
307, I ~hall now lcaY{' thf' chair aud uwkc 
ITJ.v L'f·Ort to thC' HotE:-l'. 

The House rec·umed. 

ThP CH.\IR\!Ax rcportPd progrf' '· 

The re;-;urnnt1on of the Con1mittcc \vas 1nnde 
an Order of 'the Da:v for Tuesday next. 

1:\"SL.:RA~CE BILL. 

lxrTIATIOx rx CmnnTTEE. 

(Jfr. ltincan, BrislJane, in thr chair.) 

The .\ TTOR:\"EY.GE:\'ERAL (Hon. J. 
i\lullan. F'lindrn): I beg to moYe-

" That it is desirable that a Bill bo 
i nt roducc-cl to amend the Life Assurance 
Companies Ad of 1901 and the Insm·anc€ 
Act of 1916 in certain particulars." 

The Bill provides for the amendment of 
the Life Assura ncP Companies Act of 1901 
and the Insurance Act of 1916, so as to· 
secure mon:.. pffertivc control of insurance 
companies than there is at present. The 
n1aximum depc:.:,it for life assurance con1-
panieB in future will be £50.000 instead of 
the fH'i'scnt maximum of £10.000. For the 
first £10,000 deposit the companies will havf~' 
a ril'ht to cover insurance up to £200.000. 
and for enry additional £5.000 deposit their 
insurance ma:, run to £200,000, until they 
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hase reached 
dopoeit. 

the max1n1um of 

l\Ir. BLPHIXSTOXC: \Yhat class of 
arc! you referring to? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 
speaking of life assurance. 

£50,000 quotations on the Brisbane Stock Exchange. 
't That is regarded as more equitable than the 

insurance present arrangemcnt 1 altho~gh, as a. matter 
of fad. >YO pay the compames more than the 
4!; per cont. stipula,tcd in the Act. vVe can, 

I am hmYeYcr, a l'[(UC that point on the second 
reading. \Vhat applies in the case of a 

amount general or 1narine insurance company wiH 
apply also to a life assurance company. Mr. TAYLOR: Arc you limiting the 

when the:, have paid £50,000? 

The ATTOR~EY-GENERAL · There is 
no limit. beyond £50,000. For ~arino and 
g-eneral rnsurance com.panies the maximum 
rlepo:sit will be £20,000. At present the 
maximum IS £10,000. That is to say, when 

the premium income of a com
[7.:06 p.m.] pany does not exceed £10,000, 

the deposit is £5.000 anrl when 
it is in excess of lhat the dc>posit' is £10,000. 
Under the proposed Bill, that scale will con
tinue, according to the nmount of premium 
income. up to a, maximum of £20,000 

Th' Bill provides that after the passing of 
the Ac·t no hfe assurance companv shall com
menco or transact busines~ in "Queen> land 
unlc'-''l the net profits are cxclusivelv divisible 
amongst thn policy-holders. · 

Mr. G. P. B.IR:\ES: Thov must be strictly 
mntual? · 

T!w ATTOR:"i'EY-GENERAL: Yes; and 
a lwonso must first be obtained from the 
Treasur~·r. _A.ll c~istin~ companies, however, 
are entitled to that lice ne" a.s of right, so 
that all cxistmg nghts are fully preoerved, 
sub]f'ct, of com·so. later on to the ri"ht of 
the Treasurer to revoke the license if the 
company does not conform to certain condi
trons. _.\s the liabilities increase manv of 
them will immediately have to increase their 
deposits. ]\;lost of them are fullv covered at 
present, like the Australian Mutual 
Provident Society. 

ThE; Bil] provides that no insurance com
pany~ f'1thcr lif_e, general, or n1arine, forn1cd 
,Ifter the pa -smg of the Act shall have a 
license granted lo it unless it. prospectus has 
first been appro•·~d by the A.uditor-General, 
~nd he<n-y penaltws are .provided for imposi
tion upon compani€'- 'vlnch is-,ue prospectuses 
before they have received that approval. 

Mr. T \YLOR: \V ill that be necee.,ary in the 
case of a company already formed olse
>vhero '! 

The ATTORNEY-GEJ\"ERAL: It will not 
lw ne~c;ssary .. \Vhere a company is already 
established, It will . merely present its 
momorandu1n and articles of association and 
balance-oheet. 

Mr. T.A.YLOR: After the passing of the Act, 
will such a cornpanv have to submit its 
prospectus ? · 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It can 
come here provided it is strictly mutual if 
it is a life insurance company, or conforms 
to the prcs?ribed conditions if it is a general 
or manne Instll'ance company. 

}\nother very important provision deals 
with the payment of interest on deposits. 
In future, instead of interest at the rate of 
4~ per cent., as prescribed in the present 
Act,. int.erest will be paid to general and 
mannc n1stuance companies at a rate equi~ 
Yalent to the rate returnable by prescribed 
Government debentures for the six months 
preceding the 31st December in the period 
for which the interest is being paid-the 
rate, of course, being determined by the 

The Treasurer is now able to cancel the 
lic::>nso of a genC'ral ol' marine insurance corn
pan~' undPr certain conditions, and in the 
futm·e he will bo able to caned also the 
license of a life assurance cornpany, subject 
to the rig·ht of appeal by the company to the 
Supreme Court and, if nee( ,.ary, to the Full 
Court. 

ProYision is made in the Bill for certain 
re· turns to be fon\rarded to the Trc a&urer as 
well '" to the Registrar of Joint Stock 
Companies, so that the Treasurer will be 
n blo to l1old the necessary invr'3tigation jnto 
th•-~ affairs of i.he companies fro1n time to 
time. 

Another important d<'p<uture is t.hct fire 
insurance t::on1panies. wili bo able to IJay 
their deposits in cush or prescribcc-1 securi
tics-\\·hich means QllCensland GrH l'rnn1cnt 
debontnrcs Dl' stock-which is much fain:!~ to 
the companies. \t the preseni' time the fire 
insurance con1panic:-; rnuf't pay thei1· der_,o~its 
in cash. 

:\lr. KELSO : \Yill you accept Commonwealth 
debentures? 

The ATTOR:'\EY-GENERAL: No. 
Queensland dc:bcntnrcs arc good enough. 
There are other 111inor consequential arnenrl
nccnt. merely to gi,·e effect to the Bill. 
La.-e briefly outlined the principal propc·.als. 

:\h. Brn::;n: \Yhcn arc the returns to bo 
~cnt in? 

'l'lw ATTOR'iEY·CE'\'ERAL: Tl<cv will 
be q;nt in in accordance with ih~ pr(ncipal 
.:\et. There arc -.. n rious schedules novv in 
the principe1l Act. 'l'hcre is no change in t.hat 
re~pect. 

Mr. KELSO: Will this Bill apply to the 
S1 ate Insurance Office? 

'l'hc ATTORKEY-GENERAL: 
regard? 

In 

Mr. KELSO: In regard to deposits. 

what 

The ATTORJ\'EY-GBNERAL: The State 
Insurance Office comes under the Insurance 
Act of 1916, and this Bill seeks to amend 
that Act. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMA~ reported that the Committee 

l~a.d come ic a rpsolution. 

The resolution ,,.as agreed to. 

Fms·r READING. 

'I'he ATTORl\EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinders) presented the Bill, and: 
moYed-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
tin1e." 

Question put and passed. 

'I'he second reading of the Bill was made 
an Order of the Day for \Yednesda 'i next, 

The House adjonrned at 7.40 p.m. 

Hon. J. MuUan.], 




