Queensland

Parliamentary Debates
[Hansard]
Legislative Assembly

THURSDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 1923

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy



1306

Supply.

[ASSEMBLY.] Supplys

THURSDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER, 1823,

The Speaxrr (Hon, W. Bertram, Mareel
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACTS
AMEXNDAMENT BILL.
AzsENT.
The SPEAKER announced the receipt from
His Excollency the Governor of a message
conveying Ilis Excellency’s assent to this Bill.

SUPPLY.
Restvurriox or CoMaTTrEE—SINTII  ALLOTTED
Doy,
(3r. Birwan., Brisbanr, in the chair.)
RAILwWAYT:—GENERAL K STABLISHMENT.

Question stated— That £106.803 be granted
for ¢ Railwavs—General Establishment” »—

Flox. W. H. BARNES (TT'J/nnum) 1 notice
that on page 97 of the Estimates the salary
of the Gonolnl Manager at Brisbane has been

eased from £540 to £750. 1 would like
rtain what the reason is for such a
very big inercase.

The SroRITARY FOR Ramwave: It is really
not an iucrease. The General Manager has
been in an acting pesition for some vears,
and he has now lien ﬂnpomwd to the posi-
tion and being paid the minimum salary
for his classification.

Hox. W. F. BARNES: I judge from what
the Minis savs that Iie has been underpaid
in the past. and now the department are
going to walke ¢ood in that regard.

The SecmeTary ror Riammwavs: He has
proved himeelf ro be satisfactory.

Hox. W. H. BARXNESR: I notice, too, on
page 93, thar the salary of the General
Manager =t Toowoomba has been increased
from £6€50 to £T00.

The SecreTsaRY FOR Rawwavs: All these
officers are being placed on the minimum
salary for their classification. They have
been in acting positions, and their services
having proved satisfactory, they have now
been permanently appointed to the positions.

Hox., W. II. BARNES: It scems to me
that these men have not had a fair deal
from the Government. I have one other
question in connection with the Works Mana-
cer and the Assistunt Works Manager at
Ipswich. According to page 99 of the Esti-
mates, in 1922-23 the amount reccived by
these two officers together was £1,060, while
for 1923-24 the amount set down 1s £1,400.
Am I to presume that the same condition of
things applies there?

The SpereTARY FOR RaiLways: Yes, they
are placed on the minimum of their classifi-
cation.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Government
apparenily have 1ot been doing the right
thing by some of these people, and now they
are \vakinq up to their responsibility in that
regard, If that is the explanation, it seems
to be an extraordinary thing that so far
these officers have been carrying out duties
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for which thev have not been properly paid.
T think that no member of Parliament should
hesitate to criticise the department, from the
Minister downwards—and I shall criticise
the departmeni—apart from the fact that
scmetimes the Minister refuses to receive
deputations.
The SECRETARY FOR RaiLways: Oh, no!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Then my_experi-
cnce was a singular onc. Tirst of all, T was
turned down.

The SECRETARY FOR Ramwways: No.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I was at first,
but subsequently on making a fresh appeal
the hon. gentleman certainly did receive a
deputation.  Apart from that I have always
received the greatest cowrtesy from the
Minister. from the Commissioner, and from
the various officers of the department. There
has been a disposition shown to reccive mem-
Liers of Parliament who huave had reasonable
request: to make, and to try and meet them
if the officials can possibly do so.

Mr. Corrins: Should not members of
Jarliament  expect courtesy from public
officers ?

Hox. W. I. BARNES: Of course they
should. and I think they invariably get it.
If ther did not get it, they would soon hear
about it. It ix certain that, if hon. members
dicd nor receive the courtesy to which their
position entitles them, it would scon be made
krown,

Mr. Corrinsg: By showing respect to mem-
bers of Pavliament they are showing respect
to the people who send them here.

Hex. W, H. BARNES: The hon. member
for Bowen is wsually such a genial man,
ithat T wonder what he had for lunch to-dav;
he must have had something that was not
satisfacto (L.aughter.) There is no ques-
tjon that, while the growth of traffic in some
directions has been very great, the growth
of cxpenditure has been psrticularly great.
In regard to the net return on the money
juvested, the Minister vesterdav took excep-
tion to the eriticisms which were levelled
against his department {rom this side of
the Chamber.

The SECRETARY ¥OR RATLwAYS: T said there
had been an improvement during the last
two vears,

Hox. W. ¥. BARNES: I have figures
here which show that there has been an
improvement, but I want to look at the
Railway Department from - ihe business side.
Hon. members opposite have said that it
docs not matter whether the railways pay
or not—that has been practically the gist of
their argument. From the State point of
view and irrespective of politics, we have
to get down to the fact that if every industry
and every undertaking in the State ceases
to pay interest upon the mones invested,
tbo{n we are going to run up against a dead
end.

The Secrerary  ForR Ramwways: I will
explain that matter when I reply.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: If the hon,

gentleman has a magic wand by which he
can turn deficiencies into surpluses, he is a
most valuable member of the Government.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are
misinterpreting our specches, that is all.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Whether it be
the Railway Department or any other depart-
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ment, wou cannot continue year after year
making a loss without having a day of
reckoning in the end. I put it to the Minis-
ter whether his business knowledge does not
lead him to realise that there must be a
day of reckoning if we do not pay our way.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your Go-
vernment did not pay their way. They lost
£8,000,000 on the railwazs.

IHox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle~
s very peppery when his depariment
is criticised, He says that over a period
of many vears the previous Government lost
£8,000,000 on the railwazrs. Let me remind
him that over a period of about seven years
his Government have lost about £10,000,000.
I am going to quote some figures which will
malke the Lion. gentleman vealise his position.

The SEcRETARY FOR Rarwwavs: I shall quote
some figures myself, and I =hall make yeu
blush.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Looking at it from
a business point of view, can we help wonder-
ing what will happen if we go on in this
way, remembering that during the term of
this Government the deficit on the railways
amounts to nearly £10,000,006. I know that
the Minister, by way of interjection, asked,
“Do wsou want the freights to go up?”
Last night hon. members on this side were
askked what they would do, but I would
remind the hon. gentleman that it is time
for the doctor to prescribe when he is called
in. Cuv dury is not to throw bouguets at
the other side.

The Secrersany ror Ranmwavs: You always

throw bricks.

ITox. W. 1. BARNES: Very likely that
is according te the deserts of the hon. gentle-
man.

The Sr¢RETARY FOR RAILW! According

to the deserts of the ex-Treasurer.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The fact remains
» have got into a position in which
vavs and other State cnterprises are
losing morney vesr after year. and. although
it is not wy duty to say what the remedy
should be, nevertheless I believe that in the
interests of Queensland and if we are to
have sound management of the State’s
affairs. at least a Commission should be
appointed to inquire into the administration
of the railways and discover if there is any
means by which there can bs an adjustment
of this continual discrepancy. It is most
essential that it should be dome. I want fo
guote from the Auditor-General’s report for
the finaneial vear 1921-22 to show how losses
may continually ereep in in the management
of the Railway Department. I have no
objection whatever to the department’s buy-
ing stores and supplying them to men en-
gaged in railway construction Work,.but_l
takke strong exception to its engaging Iin
undertakings which mean a loss, even in the
interests of men who are receiving fair
wages. We are asked to point out where
the losses take place. On page 8l of the
report I have mentioned the Auditor-General
makes this significant remark—

“ There were eleven stores operating
during the vear, five of which had not
been in operation three months prior to
the 30th June. consequently balance-
sheets have not been made out.”

Hon. W. H. Barnes.}
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Then he goes on to show that the losses on
some of the stores were as follows:

£ s dl
Townsville-Cardywell .. 181 3 9
Enoggera-Terror’s Creek ... .. 828 4 7
Mackay-Proserpine ... 52613 9
Malbon-Sulieman Creck ... ... 604 © O
Blackall-Windorah ... ... 630 1 4
Merinda-Bowen Coalfields .. 1,179 3 2
Innisfail-Tully River .. 15514 1
Allowing for certain credits from other
stores, the Auditor-General shows that the

net debit balance at that date was £3,000.
Not a very big sum, I admit; but T would
azk, if it be necessary in the intercsts of
the workers to run these stores, is it not
right that they should pay for themselves?

The SecreraRy rOR Rarmways: They did
pay during the last financial year.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: We are handi-
capped by not having the latest reports, and
we can only criticise on the basis of the
figures we have. It 1s evident that in con-
nection with the management of the railways
the Government have not been content to
gc along lines which were prudent. They
have gonc along imprudent lines with disas-
trous results. I tackled the Minister by way
of interjection when he was moving this vote.
e went back a year or two to show that
certain things had happened during that
time, and said that conditions were now very
much better. The hon. member for Herbert
said that during the vear 1914.15 the rail-
ways showed a return of £4 0s. 8d. per cent.
The Minister also made reference to certain
things that had taken place. I pointed out
that the year 1914-15 was the only vear so
far as I could remember in which there had
been a surplus after providing for interest
and working expenses.

The Minister took a great «deal of satis-
faction from the fact that last year was
better than the previous year. I am pre-
nared to admit that it was. But let us hark
back and see what the position is. I find
on consulting the Auditor-General’s report
for the financial vear 1921-22 that in 1912-13
the railwavs showed a deficit of £83.008, in
1913-14 a doficit of £32.745, and in 1914-15 a
surplus of £48.650. It is very =ignificant
that, when a Labour Government—a Socialis-
tic Governmenti—took a hand in the business,
immediately there were deficiencies.

The SECBETARY TOR RALWavs: That was
the ycar in which war broke out. The same
thing applied in the other States. You
know it was due to war conditions.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man knows that there 1s no comparison
bhetween the tremendous lozs made here and
the losses made in the other States. I
know the argument is used that we have a
greater mileage of railways. I admit that,
but we must not forget that the cost of
building our lines was much less in pro-
portion than the cost of building the lines
in New Scuth Wales and the other States
where they have a wider gauge.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWavs: Ther have
a smaller area and a bigger population.

Hox. W. . BARNES: The other States,
with the exception of New South Wales and
Victoria, have not a larger population than
Quecnsland.  In Queensland the poulation
is about 800.000, in New South Wales a
little more than 2.000,000. and in Victoria
about 1.600.000. but in the other States the

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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population is smaller than that of Queens-
land. The fact reinzins that the other Stares
have been able to keep mere closely to
business requirements in running the rail-
wavs than we have.

The SFCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
ing fared and freights.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: What iz the we
of the hon. gentleman trotting that out?

The SeCRETARY FOR RatLways: It iz a fact.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: We know that in
some instances the fares and freight: in
the other States arc greater than in Queens-
land.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS : The increase
has been loss in Queensland than in any other
State.

Mr. RoBERTS : The Government raised the
freights four times.

The SECRETARY FOR RAamwavs: The per-
centage increase in Queensland is less than
in any other part of Australia.

17ox. W. H BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man has alwayvs claimed that in connection
with the cattle industry the Government have
reduced the freights, and some reference was
made to the concession granted to Mount
Morgan. I want to point out that previous
Governments have assisted Mount Morgan
Ly suspending payments for a certain period.

The SECRFTARY FOR RalLwavs: That is a
different thing,

ITox. W. II. BARNES: DPrevious Govern-
ments have reduced the freights in connec-
tion with live stock. The hon. gentleman
will remember that when his party came
into power they objected to the low rate
ruling for the carriage of live stock.

Mr. Roperts: They said it was not profit-
able.

Mr. FyyEs: A previous Government 1>a§sed
the Railway Guarantee Act, which penalised
the settlers.

Iox. W. II. BARNES: We know that
wherever the Government could raise freights
they raised them.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No.

Tlox. W. H. BARNES®: I am prepared
to admit that during drought periods the
Government have carried a certain class of
goods at a fair rate, but previous Govern-
ments did exactly the same. They met the
people just as liberally as they are being
met to-day. .

1 have been sidetracked somewhat. but let
us just look at the position. The deficits on
the railwavs since the present Government
assumed office have been—

By increas-

£
1916-17 737.338
1917-18 1.028.003
1918-19 1,421.328
1919-20 1.229.572
1920-21 1.733.475
1921-22 1.743.370

As a matter of fact. the Government only
had £344,000 last vear after paying working
expenses to meet the interest bill for the
year.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWiT3: Some vears
vour Government did not even do that.

oy, W. H. BARNES: The figures in
she report of the Auditor-General are an
absolute negation of the hon. gentleman’s
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statrment.  In 1913-14 there was a deficit of
£32.745, but in 1912-15 there was a surplus
of £43.851.

The SECRETARY
bit further.

?IO‘ W. H BARNES: I will go back
and take the hon. gentleman’s figures as he
gave them to this House. He stated that
the previous Administration showed a deficit
of £8.000.000 over the whole period of rail-
way ostablishntent until the Denham Govern-
rent went out of office in 1915,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do von say
that the post-war problems have not affected
the position?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: That is an old
stock argument that the hon. gentleman and
other hon. members on his side of the
Chamber arc constantly trotting out. There
is just one answer to the whole business, and
that is the Government are not a set of
business men and do not know how to run
a business concern,

The SecreTary rorR Ratnwavs: I will give
yvou the results of your business management.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Ves, but I do not
think that the hon. gentleman should get so
angry as he does.

roR Ramways: Go back a

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
supcrabundance of energy.
understand my psychology.

Hov. W. ¥. BARNES:
stand the hon memnber’s
oiher of his ologies,
to understand.

Mr. Krrsco:
Coué lately.

It 1s just a
You «do not

I do not under-
psychology or any
as they are very difficult

Ile must have been reading

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Auditor-
General s that the returns for the last
five vears on the capital invested in tho
railways have been—

Per cent.
£ s d
1917-18 .. 197
1918-19 .. 013 89
1916.-20 1 711
1520-21 09 9
1921-22 .. 014 2%
The return f01 the 1914 15 peuod was £4
0s. 8d.. the result of business management.

No doubt the Government have sue rceded
in one way, and that is in getting the State
into a financial hole so far as the railways
are concerned, That is the position that
exists to-dav, and it has been brought about
by the absolute mismanagement of the
Covernment.

Mr. Prasz: Have you studied the balance-
sheets of any big trading concerns since the
war ?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: 1 have not had
the pleasure of recading the hon. member’s

Mr. PessE: I will show it afterwards both
Before and after the war.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I would like to
peruse it. The Government are spending
borrowed money on the railways, and in this
respect I wanit to rvefer to pages 218 and 219
of the report of the Auditor-General. I quite
understand that borrowed money is in the
main used for purposes such as building rail-
way lines, ete. T want to know how much
loan money has been spent in the construction
of rolling-stock. On page 218 of the report
of the Auditor-General it is stated that
£13,164 came out of loan funds for this
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purpose. Then. on another page of the
report there are indications of how mioney
has been spent in that regard.

Take, if vou will, the tarred paving plat-
form at Bundabelcr It is only a small
amount—.£166 3s. 5d. My point is that what-

- ever branch of the railway service you look

at in connection with the work performed, it
will be found that very little money has
been spent from revenue swherever the
Government could sidetrack and use loan
money. I admit that in connection with
schools a good deal of loan moner has been
spent, but all Governments have tried, as
far as possible, to minimise that. It seems
to me that genorally the Minister in manag-
ing his department has tried to work in here
and there things which should not have
been put in.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We spent
over a million last year,
Tox. W. . BARNES: I know that the

Minister will spend it if he has the chance.
I read with verv great interest the previous
report of the Commissioner. He makes refer-
ence in that report to certain kinds of loco-
motion where the trafﬁo li not very heavy,
and I agres with him in his ideas. On this
point ‘should like the Minister to give the
House some information. I understood
from what the Minister said vesterday after-
noon that he had in view some other kind
of lecomotion that will be less expensive to
run than the present cars. and which will be

put into operation on lines with a small
amount of traffic
The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS: We are

experimenting with that purpose in view.

Hox W. H. BARNES: I am intercsted in
a big question with regard to the Belmont
tramway, and any assis tanco the Minister
may give will be welcome. I should like to
know if he is prepared to help in this
dircetion?

Ths SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
do so. We
object.

Hox. W. . BARNES: There is another
matter I wish to bring up. In connection
with the building of railwazs I believe T am
right in saying that somewhere in the locality
of Mackay a2 railway line was built and the
people concerned found the money for the
Government.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-

ber will have to refer to that on the Loan
Estimates.

I hope to
are cxperimenting with that

Hov. W. II. BARNES: I was hoping that,
with vour permission, Mr. Kirwan, I should
he able to squeeze it in. As vou do not

desire it, I will merely say that I had in view
the return made by the Belmont tramway,
and that the Minister was very sympathetic.
I should be very delighted if he will furnish
the information I previously asked for.

It seems to me that the railway from Bris-
bane to Cleveland is going to assist to fill
up the State so far as ‘the populahon is con-
cerned—the other must come. I hope that the
Minister will see his wav clear to make some
suggestion  which  will help that most
important  disty ic{'. Although we differ
widely in polities. I hope to have the pleasure
of showing the hon. gentleman through the
Redland Bay district with a view to the con-
struction of the Redland Bayv Railway, which
has been recommended by the Public Works
Comumission.

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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Me. HYNES (Zownsville): I am nettmg
tired of listening to the carping criticism
of the Oppout'on against the railway admin-
stration of the Govunmcnt and the per-
perual whining about the loss on the Queens-
land railways., Que-nsland is a_ State of
very large distances. We have the largest
mileage of railway of any State in the Com-
monv ualih. and naturally the cest of run-
ning cur railways is greater than it is in
States which have a larger population and a
smaller milrage of railways.

One w0uld thml\, judging by the remarks
of members gpposite, that the rml\\ ars in the
other States were paying, but it is rather a
significant fact that the railways in the Tory-
governed States are showing deficits also.
A person does not nced to be genius like
Karl Marx to conceive a method of making

the railways pay. It is an casy

[4 p.m.] thing to make the railways pay

by ~1mplv increasing the freights
and fares, but such a policy “would refard
land scttlement, and therefore does not
commend  itself to this  Coveroment.
In the whine of the hon. member for
Murilla last night, he gave the Com-
mittee to understand that, owing to the mal-
administration of the rallqu The people of
Quecnsland were drifting into the cities.
That is not so. There is a tendency in
Quecnsland, the same as in the other States,
for the population to drift towards the
cities; but the drift is not so great in Queens-
land under a Labour Administration as it is
in the five Tory-governed States of the Com-
monvealth to-day. I .do not want hon. mem-
bers opposite to accept my unsupported testi-
mony for that statement. I have here an
extract taken from the report of the Com-
monwealth Statistician, which shows that on
&lst December, 1921, the percentage of the
population in the caphal of Vlct011a—~wh1ch
has never had what the hon. member calls
a sccialistic Government—was 51.37 per cent.
In Queensland, under a socialistic Govern-
ment, the percentage of the population in
the metropolis is only 28.27 per cent.

Mr. Moreax: They have only one port in
Victoria, and we have six or seven.

Mr. HYNIES: That completely upsets the
argument that the Labour Government of
Queensland have not fostered the primary
and secondary industries of the State by
giving them a decent spin in the matter of
railway freights.

Mr. Moraax: We have virtually three
separate States In Queensland.

Mr. HYNES: The hon. member for
Klurilla savs I have chosen the one State
that supports my argument.

Myr. Moreax: I did not. What about

Rockhampton and Townsville?

Mr. HYNES: The population of Srdney.
the capital of New South Wales, s
926,400, and the percentage of *ho popu-
lation of New South Wales at present living
in Sydnecy, under a Tory Government, is
43.55 per cent. Now take South Australia,
ancther Tory-governed State. The percent-
age of the populatlon of South Australia
Ixnng in Adelaide, the capital of the State,
is 51.64 per cent.

Mr. Moraeax: There is only one port there,
whilst we have six or seven.

Mr. HYNES: The percentage of the popu-

lation of Tasmania living in Hobart. the
capital of the State. is 24,63 per cent. Our
Government. by fostering rural indusfries

[Mr. Hynes.
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and by showing sympathetic
tewards the man on the land, are inducing
closer settlement, and the result is shown in
the figures that I have just quoted.

Mr. MoRrGax :
in Queensland.

Mr. IIYNES: Something was said during
the debate about the increase in freights in
the various States, and the hon member for
\Vyunum endeavoured to make some cupital
out of an argument he was adducing about
the inerease in  freights in Queensland
being  comparatively higher, and has
attempted to make us believe that the Labour
party were not sympa athetic towards the man
on the land.  According to the Railway Com-
miszioner’s report for 1922 which is the last
available, there has been an increase in
freights in all the States of Australia since
1915, In New South Wales there was an
increase of 66 per cent. in fares and an
increase of 52 per cent. in rates. In South
Austraiia, which is not under a socialistic
Government, the increase iu freights has been
44 per cent. In Vieteria, under a Tory
Administration, the increase in fares has been
43 per cent., and the increase in freights 43
per cemi, In Western Australia, also under
a Tory Governmeont, the increase in fares has
been 30 per cent., and the increase in freights
29 per cent. In 0ue0n~land under a socialis-
tic Government, as the hon. member calls
it, the increase in fuves since 1915 has only
been 17 per cent., and the increase in freights
only amounts to 19 per cent. That proves
conelusively that the presens Administration
in Queensland are doing their utmost to
encourage settlemoent on the land. They are
the true friends of the farmers and of the
people who are functioning in the primary
and secondary industries of this great State.

Mr. Corsir: The increase in rates in some
cases is 400 per cent.

Mr. HYNES: This is a solo, and the hon.
member will have an opportunity w hen 1 sit
down. The increase in wages secured by the

railway cmployees in Queen\land is much
higher than the incrcase in the other States
of the Commonwealth. In Queensland the
average increase since 1915 is £4 18s, 4d.,
compared with £4 11z, 6d. in New South
Wales. The average weekly wuge paid to
the employees in Queensland 1s much higher
than it is in the other States. Notwith-
standing this, the present Administration have
shown that they are handling the railways
more cspably than the railways in the
Southern States arve handled, and ther are
giving to the primary plOduC("’~ the sagri-
cu]tu"lsts and men opening up tae country
in the remote parts of the Stafe»mor“ gym-
pathetic tlmtmenf than they are receiving in
the Tory-governed States at the present time.

I desire to malke some reference to a matter
which cencerns me and my own electorate,
and I hope hon. members will not accuse me
of unduly working the parish pump. We have
Lieen advocating the construction of a new

railway goods shed in Towns for the pur-
pose of Pnab]ing goads to e more cconomic-
ally handled than they are at the pr
fime. Owing to the restricted faciliti
Tewnsville for the handling of good d
twice as much to handle goodw in Townsville
as it does in Rockhampton, Hon. members
on thiy side of the House who represent
important Northern constituencies recently
waited on Mr. Crowther. General \Ianager
of the North Quecnsland railways, with_a
view to securing an improvement In the

treatment

There ave three capiral towns
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lcading  facibivies  ar Townsville by the
construction of a new coods shed.  This is
necessary for the cconomical handling of goods
in Townsville, It i~ not vight that it should
cost twice as much to handle goeds in Towns-
ville as it does to handle geods in Rockhamp-
ton. The Administration is not at fault.
The whole trouble is that we have nov had
sufficient money in the preseut sear vo go on
with these necessary Improvemeuts, and the
blame for that can he laid at the door of the
poiitical friends of hon. members oppo-ite.

who were instrumental in sending to the
other side of the world that fanmous delega-
tion which succeeded in  rvestricting the

amount of lcan money that we could secure.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 'The hon,
member cannoi discuss that matter on this
vete.  He should discuss it on the ILoan
Istimates. The expenditure in question
comes out of the Loan Fund.

Mr. HYNES: In conncction with the
handling of the goods by the Railway Depart-
rent at Townsville a deputation waited upon
the General Manager for the Northern Divi-
sion on 6th July last. and his reply is worthy
of mention here. We stated that, in order
to secure a reduction of cost in the handling
of goods in Townsville, it was very necessary
to have a new goods shed. This is what
My, Crowther said in reply to the
seputation— )

C““Mr. Crowther, in reply, stated that
since he had been in charge of the Rail-
way Department in Townsville the
question of the cost of handling goods
in the Townsville goods shed has had his
attention. At the present tim- the cost
was higher in Townsville than at any
other goods shed in the State. snd tho
Commussioner for Railways had asked
him to explain the reasons. The prin-
cipal reason, as he had explained to the
Commissioner, was the unsuitabilily of
the present goods shed. It is an old
shed which was buils nearly forty vears
ago, when the traffic was very small and
when the station was in a different posi-
tion to the present one. There is only
one railway road into it, which causes
great delays both in the loading of goods
and in the clearing of the lorries bring-
ing goods. Quite recently the Merchants
Association in Townsville had complained
to him of the delays to their lorries in
sending in goods to the goods sheds, and
had urged the need of some improved
facilities at Townsville,. He very care-

fully considered the matter aad had
drawn up a schemoe for a goods
shed to be placed at the

fronting Perkins street.

necessitate the conncetion br
the city. Many years ago i
agitation in Townsville for
of a Dbridge across Ross k from
Stanley street, to give o direct
from the jeotty, especially as the
sent Victoria Bridge had been
demned. . He took the
when  heing  called  to

attend a conference in connection with
Worthern goods traffc to bring with him
a plan showing what he proposed should
be done to mcet the case, and vosterday
he had a conference with the Commis-
sioner and submitted to him a plan show-
ing a goods shed situated on the Jetty
line opposite Perkins strect at the 67
<hains siding. This goods shed, with a
modern shed should then provide for the

the building

pro-
con-

opportuibs
Brishane to
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casier handling of all goods. and would
alsn provide for o vehicular bridge aeross
the creek at Stanley street. He told the
Commissioner that by the rvemovinyg of
the goods shed it would cnable him to
improve facilities in the Townsville vard,
ard it was intended (o run the Insham
lime, which will be the line to Cairns
in a very short time, straight from the
station along the fence. instead of it
running through the middle of the vwork-
shop, as at present, where it iz a danger
to the workrmen, and it would Dbe most
convenient to the department in the
working of the North Coast trains. e
also pointed out that it would also give
him a chance to extend the platform for
mail trains, which could not now he done,
owing to the position of the goods shed.
He further informed the Copunissioner
that the City Council of 'Townsville
would, he thought, be favourably dis-
posed fo the scheme, because of the
advantages such a road would give in
connecting Ross Island with the city.
The Commissioner instructed him to give
an estimate of the cost and furnish full
particulars so that the matter could be
gone into, and this he intended {o do on
his return to Townsville.

© Personally, Mr. Crowther is con-
vinced that the time has arived swwhen a
new goods shed is necessary, which will
be a great advantage when the North
Coast line is completed. There are many
advantages to be derived by placing the
shed on the line to the jetty, which is the
line to the port, where goods sheds should
be situated. It would also get rid of a
very unsighily corner in the city.”
We contend that it is not fair that the
people in the North should have to pay more
for the handling of goods than what is paid
in the South.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I hope that I
made myself clear to the hon. merwber. The
building of a goods shed will possibly he an
item which will be paid for out of the Loan
¥und, and the hon. member must discuss the
matter on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. HYNES: I am not referring to the
actual spending of loan money, but to the
need of facilities to enable the railways to
be worked more cconomically, which will
prevent deficits.

Mr. Fry: I got it in the neck last night.

The CHAIRMAN: I would point cut to
the hon. member for Townsville that the
moeney for a goods shed will come ovt of the
Ioan Fund, and therefore he cannot discuss

fie matter on this vote. The hon. member
¢an raise the whole question on the Loan
Estimates.

Mr. HYNES : 1t relates to the working of
the railways and the matter of deficits. In
the North we have trains running to the
north-western portions of the State which
are practivally emply on many occasions.
The slump 1n the metalliferous mining
industry 1s responsible for that position.
This Administration is not responsible for
it. I weuld remind hon. members that, if
the Denham Administration had accepted the
offer of Sir John Forrest to build a railway
{rom Camooweal, the whole of the Barklay
Tableland would, in my opinion, have been
scttled at the present time.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! May I explain
to the hon. member that he cannot deal with

Mr, Hynes.]
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anything in the way of railway construcijon
on the Administration Vote. He must deal
with it on the Loan Istimates.

AMr, ZIYNES: I was endeavouring to show
that the railways would par betier if previous
Administrations had given more atreltion to
vailvay maiters in colmoctlon with providing
facilities for people who are functioning in
our primary industries and who are ~€rt1cd
in the remote parts of the State, and also for
those cngaged in our 'mluultural industries.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): We all recognise
that this is one of the most important depult-
ments we have to deal with, In fact, coupicd
with the D2 ‘partment of Public Lands, 1 sup-
pose you can say 1t is the most memﬂxt I
often think that to get a true concepiion of
the whole position “this department should
be discussed along with the Departments of
Pyblic Lands and Agriculture, séeing that
they are so inextricably mixed together.
However, taking this department as far as
paossible on its own, there has been a very
acute discussion. Members of the Oppo"hon
bave naturally shown what the real position
is. and have criticised the administraticn of
the Government severcly. Government sup-
porters, on the other hand, have tried to
make out the best casc they can; but I cannot
help thinking that any unbiassed reader of
the report of the debate will say that the
Opposition have had all the be:t of the
ergument. You cannot get over the fact that,
whereas this big public utility was paying
its way when the present Administration
1ok office, it is now going behind at the
rare of over £1,500.000 per annum on the
average. Let us take the last three years.
Tn 192021 there was a loss in round h'rure\
of £1,700,000, the next year a loss of
£1,700,000, and the last year for w hicn we
have the figures there was a loss of £1.400,000,
making an average loss of over £1.500. 004
per annum. The hon. member for Wrnnum
pointed out that we cannot keep piling up
fosses in all our public departments. I raight
casually remark that the same state of
things prevail in regard to State enterprises.
We cannot go on piling up loss after Joss
vear by year without (inding oursclves at a
dead end. I think we are onlv doing our
cuty when we probe, as far as po\\lble, inta
the causes which have brought about this
result.  Some hon. members have »=aid that
the railway freights are too high, others
that they are too low. also that wages are
too high. I do not think that the position
is attributable to these factors; at any rate,
if it is due to that, it is only to a =mall
extent., I think myself that this peculiar
position is due to the pelicy of the Govern-
ment as a whole—that it is due to their dis-
couragement of land scttlement and to their
insistence on perpetual lease in preference to
frechold tenuve.

The CHAIRMAN:
hon. member is not
settlement.

Me, SWAYNE: I am not, but I would
like to draw attention to the followi ing lines
in the last report of the Commissioner for
Railways that we have, and I think, Mr.
Kirwan, vou will see  that in order to
discuss this matter intelligently, we must
cursorily, at any rate, touch on these matters,
On page 11 of his report for 1921-1922, the
Commissioner says

““ We cannot look to the railways pay-
ing working expenses and full interest on

[Mr. Hynes.
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going to

I hope the
dizcuss land

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

capital until there is a very substantial

increase in  the volume of business
handled.”
Again he says—
¢ Fuliy-loaded trains throughout the
State. hO\ne\m can only be secured by

a substantial increass in tonnage.”
I would like to say that you cannot bring
about a rectification of the position only by
lnereasing  faves and  freights; you can
incresse freight earnings by encouraging the
utilisation of these arcas of land vxhlch are
adjacent to our railways.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! Permit me to
point out to the hon. member that the
administration of this vote has nothing to
do with land settlement., When the sti-
mates of the Department of Public Lands
are before the Committee, he will be able to
point out how the policy of the Government
interferes with the freight on the railways.
I think the hon. member himself will admit
that this vote has nothing to do with land
settlement.

Mr. SWAYNE: I quite recognise the force
of your argument, Mr. Kirwan, but the
trouble is that when we get to the Lands
Istimmates and start to discuss them in their
bearing on the railways, we shall be ruled
out of order because they do not concern the
Railway Department As I have already
said, the interests of the two departments
are interwoven.

The CHAIRMAN: I promise the hon.
member that if he adopts ihat line of argu-
ment, I shall not prevens him from pursuing
it.

Mr., SWAYNE: At any rate, I would
point out that possibly—even probably—the
cause of these continual lesses on the rail-
ways 1s to be feund in the fact that between
the end of 1914 and the end of 1921 the total
arca  of land occupied in  Queensland
decreoascd from 358.331,163 acres to 342,454,167
acres, a decrease of 4 per cent., although
during that peried there was an inerease of
14 per cert. in the population. The total
arca of land under cultivation in Queensland
decreased frem

The CHAIRMAN: Orderi The hon
member has been long cnough in this House
to know what a ruling of the Chair means.
If he offends again, I shall ask him to
resume his seat. He will be quite at liberty
to discuss land settlement wund freehold
tenure, and all the rest of it, on the Esti-
mates of the Department of Public Lands,
but certainly not on the vote for the Chief
Office of the Railway Department.

Mr. SWAYNE: I do not intend to do-
that. I desire to touch upon it as bearing
on this big arnual loss of over £1,500,000 on
the railways, and all T can say is that there
has been a decrease in land settlement,
which I believe has a bearing on the losses
of the Ruailway Department. The hon. mem-
ber who just resumed his seat talked about
hon. members on this side of the IHouse
whining about the railway deficit, and being
exercised in their minds because of it. Is
it any wonder that they should be exercised
in their minds to a certain extent, when
they sce the manner in which the depaltment
is going to the bad vear after year? The
hon. member went out of his way to find

various reasons for the position.  Amongst
others, he seemed to think that possibly the
fact that a greater proportion of the popula-
tion of New South Wales and Victoria is in
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Sydrey and Jlclbourne, respectively, than
that of Queensland which is to be found in
Brishane had something to do with it. I
do not think there was very much in his
argument, but, at any rate, I would like to
point out to the Minister that if Queensland
s fortunate in that respect, her position is
entirely due to the wise policy of previous
Administrations, which hon. members oppo-
site call the old Tory Governments. They
were the Governments which cstablished the
seaport towns of Townsville and Rock-
hampton, each of which serves a large dis-
trict at the back. so that the produce of
those districts need not go rhrough Brisbane,
as the only port in the State. That means
that we are in a fortunate position—to which
the hon. member referred—as compared with
other States, but, unfortunately, although
previous Governments gave us such a fine
foundation on which to build, and avoided
the evil which the hon. member dwelt upon,
ever since the Administration whom he sup-
ports have been in power we have been
going back in that regard, and are gradually
drifting into the state which he deplores
or deprecates in Victoria and New South
Wales. I have figure« here showing that in
spite of the foresight of the Governments
of the past, there has been an increasing
drift to the large towns under ZLabour
Administration. Our statistics show that,
whereas in 1911 there were only 141,565
persons in the cities, 80,530 in the towns, and
368.192 in the shires, in 1821 those figures
had increased to 214.000 in the cities, 125,000
in the towns, and 423,000 only in the shires.
For the purposes of comparisou, let us look
at those figures cn a percentage basis. In
that period of ten years the population of
the cities increased by 51 per cent., that of
the towns by 38 per cent., and that of the
shires by only 15 per cent. If what the hon.
member indicated be a virtue, then it most
certainly is lacking under this Administra-
tion.

Hon. gentlemen opposite are very prone to
make comparisons betwcen the rallway
systems in this and cther States in order to
demonstrate the success of the system in
Queensland. I have figures here in regard
to South Australia, from which I find that
Queensland has an area of 670,000 square
miles and a population of 800,000, whilst
South Australia has an area of 380,070 squarc
miles and a population of 502.000. Moreover,
Queensland is infinitely richer in some
respects than South Australia, because she
has 164,000 square miles of land where the
rainfall is over 30 inches a vear, whereas
South Australia has nothing of the kind. I
find that South Australian railways returned
to the consolidated revenue £760,000, equal
to an interest on the capital expended of
£3 15s.. whereas In Queensland the return
was only £344,000, equal to a return on
capital of only £1 7s. Id. It cannot be said
that the difference In the pesitions of the
two States depends upon a difference in
wages, because a comparison of the average
earnings of the manual workers in the two
States—I think you can take the figures as
indicating the rates on the railways as well
—shows that there is very little to choose
between the two.

I find that the worker in South Australia
earns £166, whereas in Queensland he only
earns £161. Those figures show that appar-
ently the wages in South Australia compare
favourably with the wages paid in Queens-
land, and at the same time South Australia

1923—4
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is paying £3 16s. per cent. on the money
invested in the railways, and

[4.30 p.m.} Queensland is only paying &I

4s. 1d. per cent. As hon. mens
hors opposite are very fond of making com-
parisons with other States, I thought it was
just as well to bring this matter up. 1
lnow that ths leader of the Country party
has made a comparison between our system
and the system in New South Wales to the
disadvantage of Quecensland. South Australiz
does not charge higher freights than
Queensiand. I do not wish to go into that
matter becausc the leader of the Opposition
has made a full comparison of the freights
paid throughout Australia. It will be found
on reading those figures that Queensland does
not charge less than the other States, but
more. I find in connection with goods carry-
ing heavy freight charges that in Queensland
the charge per 100 miles is 89s. 4d., and in
South Australia it is only 77s. 3d. For 200
miles and 300 miles somewhat the same ratio
obtains. When I come to the low freight
charges T find that for 100 miles Queensland
charges 10s. 2d., and South Australia only
charges 8s. For 300 miles I find that Queens-
land charges 30s, 3d., and South Australia
21s. 1d. There is something wrong when
Queensland is at such a disadvantage.

One of the factors that bear on this situa-
tion is the heavy taxation. The discourage-
ment to enterprises of all kinds, the dis-
couragement of primary production which
vesults in the railways not obtaining the
freight that they would otherwise carry, and
the discouragement of secondary industries,
are all factors bearing on this matter. We
have been able to show that the increase in
the number of factories in Queensland does
not compare favourably with the increase
in other States. All those factors are largely
tending to malke the position of our railways
unsatisfactory. I believe that the Commis-
sioner is doing everything he can to make
the railways pay. I do not think that any
other man in his position could do morse
than he is doing. He points out in his report
that he has reduced the cost of the train mile.
I know from my own observations that he
has largely increased the engine loads. That
is a step in the direction of keeping down
expenses. On the other hand I would like
to point out that there is a set-off, so to speak,
on that saving of expenscs to the disadvan-
tage of country residents, who are being
deprived of the railway advantages that they
have had in the past. I know that the Com-
missioner cannot help it: he has to <o his
best. The curtailment of thos» advantages
to peeple living in the outside districts partly
accounts for the increase in the train loads.

Another factor that year by year is increas-
ing in its bearing upon the general position
of the revenue obtained from the department
is in connection with the high capitalisation
of our railways. ¥ully one-fifth of the cost
of construction is being wasted under the
present system. Meaning that if a road costs
£10,000 per mile to build instead of £8,60¢
and the money is costing 5 per cent., that
railway has to earn £100 per annum more
to pay interest. I cannot deal with loan
expenditurc here, but possibly when we reach
the Loan Estimates we shall be able to
instruct the Minister in many ways. I doubt
whether we shall ever reach those Estimates—
it is a good many years since we did. I can-
not help smiling, Mr. Kirwan, when you
seriously ask me to wait until we get to that
vote.

Mr. Swayne.]
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The CHAIRMAN : It is a matter largelr
in the hands of the hon. member and his
friends in Opposition.

Mr. SWAYNE: I would like to deal with
matters affecting the Nerth and North-west
of Quecnsland. At Rockhampton two lots of
passengers change trains—one lot going West
to Longreach, and another lot going North to
Mackay. Probably when the North Coast
line is completed to Townsville the altera-
tion in the time-table may relieve the
position in the latter case. The people have
to wait two or three hours in Rockhampton.
The department have done something for the
passengers in the way of providing refresh-
ment-rooms and catering conveniences, but I
would like it to consider further the conveni-
ence of travellers and erect bathrooms and
changing-places. It is not very pleasant for
a passenger, after having spent one night in
the train in the hot weather, to undergo
another night in the train without changing.
I think the matter could be arranged at
Rockhampton without any loss to the depart-
ment. I understand that there is plenty of
room for the purpose. The department could
make a charge, say, of 8., or whatever
charge is necessary to recoup them. At the
present time by the time passengers paid for
a car or cab to go to a hotel and paid for a
room so as to be able to have a bath and
change they would expend 8s. or 10s.

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): During
this debate various phases of the railway
position have been under discussion, and we
have had many comparisons with other
States. We have had a comparison of the
wages paid. We have also heard various
reasons advanced for the deficit on our rail-
ways. I have some comparisons between the
wages palid in Queensland and Victoria, but
I do not propose to quote them all. I have
gone very carefully through the various
items, and have taken the figures from the
latest awards in Queensland and Victoria.
Taking the figures by and large I find that
in a few instances the wages paid are less
in Victoria than in Queensland, but in the
instances in which a large body of employees
is concerned, the wages are considerably
higher in Victoria than in Queensland. T
propose to quote a few by way of comparison,
and to show that the statement made by the
Minister that the railway deficit is the result
of giving greater benefits to the workers in
‘Queensland is not correct.

~ When a definite ‘statement is made it is
just as well that we should look into the
figures and see what the position really is.

The SECRETARY ¥OR RaiLwavs: You want
to compare 1914-15 with 1922-23—that is the
test.

Mr. ROBERTS: I want to compare the
wages paid during the periods that these
deficits were made. We are past the 1914-15
period, and I have not got the figures before
me. The Government of the day in Queens-
land are a Labour Government, and they are
finding the wages of their employees. The
boast is continually being made that the
employces under their administration are
much better conditioned than the employees
in the other States.

Mr. CorLINs:
Victoria, too.

Mr. ROBERTS: A man has to live,
independent of the population. I will just
quote the rates paid to-day to a number of

[Mr., Swayne.
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the employees in Queeniland as compared
with similar cmployees in Victoria. They
are-——

‘ Queensland.

Grade. Victoria.
‘ Day. Day..
Ajr Driller and Tapper 15/10 1778
Anglesmith .. .. 18;8 . 1‘8,, &
Blacksmith .. . 18:8 | 17/-10 18/11
Boilermaker’s Help. . 15,2 1476
Boilermaker 18,/2t0 19/2 18,8
Hour. Hour.
Bricklayer o 24 2°6
¥Engine-driver— Day. | Day.
Class 4 .. . 16/2 P 16/6to 17/~
Class 3 .. .. 17/2 | 17/6 to 18/-
Class 2 .. .. 18/2 | 18/6 to 19/~
Class1 .. .. 1972 | 19/6_
Fireman 14/-to 15/~ | 14/~t0 15/6
Fitter .. .. 1872 | 17[—to 18/7
Fitter in Charge .. | 19/2to20/2 ! 20/-to gl, -
Fitter and Turner .. 182 I 18/7%
Fitter’s Assistant .. 14/10 14/~
Forgeman . 20/10 b 19/6
Furnaceman. . - 16/6to17/8 | 15/6to 17,9
Hour. | our
Labourer (Casual) .. | 1/8%to 1/11i‘ 2.0}
Day. Day. |
Cleaner—Lighter 1376 | 1%//— to 14,‘/6
Loco. Crane Driver. . 15/10 ' 15/~ to 16/-
Week, Week.
Machine Borer 90/9 ! 93/~
Hour, ! Hour.
Mason 2/4 } 2/7%
Day. i Day.
Messenger 13/5 13/-t013/6
Patternmalker 18/10 20/1
Signalman— ) !
Class 4 .. .. 1472 i 14/6
Class 3 .. 15— [ 15/—
Class2 .. .. 16— | 15/6
Class 1 .. - 16/10 | 1676
Special ..

17,2 & 18/6 | 18—
c

T think it is only fair to say that the clerks
in the railway service here never reach the
maximum of their classification, because it 1s
withheld from them. There is also, in addi-
tion, a 5 per cent. reduction operating with
regard to the salaries of the clerks in Queens-
land—
SALARIED GRADES.

|
Grade. | Queensland.
b
| Annual.
Ambulance Officer .. | £310—850 !
Cher}l\list .. .. ‘ 345—450
Clerk—
Juniors..  ..| 65—160
81&55 6 .. o ?)984—388 £
lass 5 .. e 2790—3 2
Class Z .. .. 310—350 | 337—352
Class 3 .. .. 360—400 | 372—392
Class 2 .. i 410—460 | 402422
Class 1 .. o 470—520 | 442467
Depdt Foreman— | | .
o A Grade y 340—425 437—542
B Grade 340—405 | 392402
C Grade ! 310385 | 332—392
Draughtsman— i ;
Fanior L 104—170 | 140—183
Adult .. | 200—270 222232
1st Grade Lo 310—385 202—400
Engineer— | .
Various ..l 405700 1 492607
District Lot 500—700 542—592
Statign-ma§ter4 d i '
ager 7] 242339
4th Class o ' 3%1—‘%6‘1
3rd Class o I 377T—3892
2nd Class Lot ! £
1st Class .1 865 and over:
Ticket Inspector .. | 260—300 I
Timber Inspector 280—365
Yard Foreman 250—300

Those are only a few of the grades which
I have picked out from the table I have had
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grepared. I have not picked out those grades
which show up favourably to Victoria. I
have quoted them as I went along, whether
they were less or greater in Queensland.
What I want to show is that, taking them
by and large, the advantages so far as wages
go certainly are in favour of the employees
in Victoria. It cannot be honestly stated,
as it has been repeatedly from the Govern-
ment side, that these deficits are due to
the better conditions of the men who are
employed as against the conditions of the
men in Vietoria. There is another striking
point that I noticed when the hon. member
for Townsville was speaking. He quoted a
certain paragraph from the report of the
Commissioner for 1922. I have here a table
prepared by the Commissioner for Railways.
He says that, if the fares and freights had
been increased to the same extent that they
have been in the other States, then the
comparison would be equally favourable. I
want to take exception to that. If these
increases were allowed on the traffic, then
the loss would have been still greater in
‘Queensland as compared with the other
States, What is the position? In 1914-15
the railways were carning on the net capital
£4 0s. 8d. per cent., and in 1921-22 they were
only carning 15s. 44d. Let us look at the
position in the other States. In 1914-15 the
railways in New South Wales were earning
£3 12s. 1d., and in 1921-22, after they had
passed through the war the same as we did
in Queensland, they earned £4 17s. 7d. I
have already quoted the figures for Victoria,
and shown that they were paying quite as
good wages in comparison as were paid in
+this State, and the earnings of the railwass
there in 1914-15 were £2 per cent., while in
1521-22 they earned £4 0s. 5d.

In South Australia they were earning—

s .
In 1914-15 116 2
In 1921-22 315 7
In Western Australia—
In 1914-15 3 6 0
In 1921-22 212 10

That shows the position so far as that is
concerned.

When the present Government were sitting
in Opposition a few years ago, they com-
plained about the number of men who were
watching the lengths of our railways. Let
me give a comparison between Queensland
and other States in this matter. 1 am not
going to say anything against the Commis-
sioner for Railways in this regard, but I
want to show that the present Government
were always claiming credit for helping the
employees, and that this attitude is not
borne out by statistics:—

Employees, per Train Miie
Mile of Railway.| per Employee.

Queensland .. 2:71 613
New South Wales 7°23 501
Victoria .. .. 625 600
South Australia .. 46 ; 588
Western Australia 2:2 | 586

Western Australia is the only State showing
fewer emplovees per mile of railway than
Queensland. Then we have to take the posi-
tion as far as wages, earning power, and
men employed on the railways are concerned.
There is not the least doubt that we have
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forer men emploved than other States. The
Minister admitted it by interjection last night.

The SECFETARY FoR RitLwivs: I used the
remark in replv to the statemoent that we
were overstaffed.

Mr. ROBERTS: We had the great gentle-
man who is mnow Secretars for Ratlways
criticising our Government at considerable
length when we were in power because we
dared to run the railways at a losser rate
per mile than the other States. The thing
that is wrong, in my opinion, is that the
Government are interfering too much with
the control of the railways. The Govern-
ment talk as though they expect continual
deficits.

Mr. Cornixs: You ought to be made to
prove your case,

Mr. ROBERTS: I will tell the
member what the Premier said when the
elections were on. He told the people and
employees of Queensland that we should not
expect the railways to pay. I say that we
must expect the railways to pay. I do not
desire to dismiss any men to achieve that
object, but I am not standing for a policy
which says that we should not expect the
railways to pay. The Premier, on the 26th
April, when facing the electors and in the
endeavour to camouflage the position, said
that it was as absurd to expect the main
roads of the State to show a profit as to
demand a profit from our railways.

hon.

Mr, CarTER: How do you propose to make
them pay?

Mr. ROBERTS: The hon. member for
Burrum spoke about political interference,
and I have in my hand a copy of the notice
which was referred to by my leader last
night. It is a notice numbered 1,623, and
wasd issued on the eve of the elections. Tt
reads.

“INSTRUCTIONS TO RAILWAY
EMPLOYEES.
“For Ustk or OrriciaLs ONLY.

‘“It has been decided that where pos-
sible employees are to be granted a
holiday, without loss of pay, on election
day. Those employees who are required
to work will be paid at the rate of time
and a half.”

No business man would do such a thing, and
I cannot imagine the Commissioner for Rail-
ways issuing such an edict without the direc-
tion of the Government. I cannot imagine
the Commissioner taking it upon himself to
issue that edict. That is one of the inter-
ferences with the Railway Department which
is not warranted when the Government are
running the railways at a loss.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is merely
an excrcise of governmental power.

Mr. ROBERTS: I have a large number
of railwaymen in my electorate, and I want
to know why they are not treated the same
as the rest of the emplovees in Queensland ?
They do not demand, and would not expect
to be treated differently to the other wage-
earners of the State. Why should anv wage-
earner have a holiday on election day?

Mr. Corrins: Why should he not? It
only comes once in every three years.

Mr. ROBERTS : Because it is unthinkable,
The elections are generally held on Saturday,

Mr. Roberts.]
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and, if thiz came to be a general practice, The SECRETARY FOR Ruatnways: That is
the whoele of the bnsiness of the State would  false. Read the memorandum or statement

come to a standstill.  Emplovees have plenty
of time to vote outr of working hours.

Mre. Cortrins: HMHow would some of the
ravvies in my clectorate get on? Thex
would D(‘ unable to exercise mmr votes by
reasen of their employment and locality.

Mr. ROBERTS: I quite agree that, if
it is the poliey of the Govermment that
employees are to be paid on elestion day,
men who work on clection day should get
additional money. Why should they not get
douktle pm" That would be more equit-
able if there was any honesty in the policy
at all. I consider the whole prineiple 1s
wrong. and I do not stand for it. I do not
think the railway smplovees stand for it. I
think that tbe railway service should get
away from this feeling of debt, and that we
should all look upon the railwav service as
something of which we ave proud.

Mr. Cortixs: You have not vet proved
vour case about interference.

Mr. ROBERTS: 1 wish to mention
another thing that is not a paying 1x1'o')0~1~
Hon and in conn(\r’hon with which political
interference is brought to bear.

Mr. Cornins: You had the service filled
with your political friends when your party
was in power.

Mr. ROBERTS: The secrefary of the
Australian Federated Union of Locomotive
Enginecrs  definitely charged the Commis-
siorer for Railwars with effecting economy
by the coniinuance of short-time employment
and by running faulty engines. Hon. mem-
bers will pessibly remember it, but in any
case T will refrosh their memories. I thought
it was nol fair to the Commissioner for
Railways and that it was an astounding
statement to make; so I asked in this Housze
whether the statement issued by the secretary
of the Australian Fedora{ed TUnion of Loco-
motive Engincers had heon proved. and the
Recretary for Railvavs denied the
statement that cleancrs were con-
tinued on short time. T will take
hon. members now to a perind a few months
later, to show what the position was then. A
notice was issued to the officials at Too-
woomha—’rho very place where these men
wore emploved—seme of them are men. They
have grorm p"l\t their hoyhood davs but have
not 1 el promotion.  There was an
1mtrqdmn issued that they were zll to be
employed. There again I CO'ltO‘“ld political
influence was broughf to bear.

5 pom]

The SeCcrRETarY FOR RAILwAys: That is not
correct.
Mr. ROBERTS: The Minister stated on

the advice of the Commissioner that these

men were not required, and that the state-
ment that the engines were dirty was not
true. There were no more engines running
ab the trme this notice was issued than thero
were previous to my asking the question in
this House when the secretary to the Loco-
motive TEngineers’ Union made this state-
ment, because I made inquiries, If there
was not work for these men twelve months
before the clection and no more engines were
running and no greater mileage was being run
by the engines, why were these men put on
on the eve of ‘an election? I say definitely
that the edict went forth that every man who
could be found work on the eve of the
election was to be found work.

[Mr. Roberts.

vou complain of.
ROBERTS: What statement ?

. The Secrerary ror Ramways: You said
instructions were issued that men were to be
emploved irvespective of whether they were
required or not,

Mr. ROBERTS: I did not say that. My
conclusion is that they were not required.

The SecRETARY roR Ramwars: Your con-
clusion is ridiculous.

Mr. ROBERTS: My statement is that the
Government izsued instructions on the eve of

an election that eve: man was to be
employed.

The SEcrsrary rOR Ramwwars: That is
false.

Mr. ROBERTS: The hon. member for
Toowcomba, who 1s now Assistant IHome

Secretary, took credit to himself because he
was able te get these men employed, and I
came to the conclusion that the edict went
forth that every availuble man—every dis-
gruntled w orker—was to be employed to try
and win support at the elections,

The SECRETARY FOrR Ralnways: You ought
to prove that statement or withdraw it.

AMr. ROBERTS: I cannot go any further
than I have gone. It is for the Minister to

disprove 1t. He says these men were not
employed.
The BEcrRETARY roR Rainways: I say no

such instructions were issued.

ROBERTS: The hon. gentleman has
the right of denial. I am making the state-
ment, and let him deny it. I am accusing
him and his Government, not the Commis-

sioner, of undue influence.
Hon. ¥F. T. BRExxNAN : Read that paragraph
in the paper.

AMr. ROBERTS: Like the hon. member,
cannot carly every newspaper in my pockct

I wish now to touch on the question of
rail motors, and I think the hon. member
for Toowocmba will agree with my remarks.
Last vear I asked a series of questions in
reward to these rail motors, and I regret
that it has taken such a lontr time to settle
this question. We have the experience of
New South Wales and Victoria, and we know
they are profitable investments so far as the
dcpartm ont is concerned, and of considerable
convenience on railways where there is only
a light traffic. We have similar conditions
on our railways adjacent to Toowoomba,
«uch as the stretch to Pittsworth and along
towards Gowrie Junciion from Willowburn.
A large number of workers travel over those
lines to and from their cmployment every
day, and I am anxious that the Commissioner
should give this matter speedy attention.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired,

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra): I listened
very attentively to the speeches delivered by
members of the Oppo<1t10n in criticism of the
Government and of the administration of the
Railway Department, and I must say that
I fail to see th}.t they have proved their case
in any shape or form. The hon. member for
Oxley seemed te be very pleased with what
he saw, and. as he is deputy leader of the
Oppoqmon I presume he speaks with the
sanctmn of the Opposition. He stated that
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e found the railways were working in splen-
.did order, but he found in North Queensiand
the efficiency not so good as it is in Southern
Queensland.  He is a second Jeremiah, like
Senator Pearce. Commonwealth Minister for
Defence, who not so long ago spoke about the
“zo slow” policy of the waterside workers
at Bowen, and I may say he was very ably
taken to task by the hon. member for that
district. The great ery in connection with
our railways is that they do not pay. We
know that the railways do not pay, and, so
far as North Queensland is concerned, it is
remarkable that they pay as well as they do
at the present time. One of the reasons for
the deficiency in the North is the slump in
the mining and meat industries. When the
meatworks were working, full trains of trucks
had to be taken right from the meatworks
out to Dajarra and the furthermost parts of
the railways in order to bring back stock;
and when the mines were working, these
trucks on the way out would be fully laden
with coke and coal, and would take mining
timber, firewood, and the mecessary provi-
sions for the large number of people working
in the mines. It is common knowledge that
the closing of the mines meant a serious loss
to the Northern Railway. The General
Manager in the Northern division has been
at his wits’ end to try and cut down expenses
and malke the railways earn as much as pos-
sible.  We also know that we have not the
same class of rolling-stock. especially cngines,
in the North that there is in the South.
Tt is years since any new engines were
sent to North Queensland, and the men
have the greatest difficulty in doing the work
with the cngines at their  disposal.
They will have to continue in the present
position until the line to Townsville 15 com-
pleted. We know it is very costly to ship
engines by boat to Townsville. The General
Manager in the North was compelled quite
recently, owing to the development that has
taken place in North Queensland. 1o get a
farge number of trucks up by steamer to cope
with the work at Cairns and in the hinterland.
We cannot expect the same work from the
class of engine that they have in the North
s we can from the engines in the southern
portion of the State.

Mr. Krerso: The Minister
engines were good last year.

_ The SECRETARY FOor Rarpwavs: I said we
have more effective engines than your party
had.

Mr, DASH : The men in North Qucensiand
have great difficulty in coping with the work,
and let us hope that, when the line is com-
pleted to Townsville, North Queensland will
be provided with a stock of up-to-date
engines. I want further to say with regard
w our workshops in  Townsville that
I hope that the Government will not adopt
the policy of bringing the greater portion
of the work required in the North down to
the Ipswich workshops, and that they will
not construet all the new carriages therc.
We hrve the workmen in North Queensland.
and with an outlay of a few thousand pounds
in up-to-date machinery we would be able
to do work as effectively as in anv uther
part of the State, The tradesmen there are
first-class worlkmen, and we have space to
build additions to the workshops when the
iime arrives. The General Manager for the
Northern Railways has taken up with the
Commissioner and the Government in the

said all the
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matter of improving the railway facililics at
Townsville. It will not be iong before we
have the train running from Townsville to
Brisbane, and the railway yards will have to
Le remodelled to cope with the changed
couditions.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will not be in order in discussing that
matter, because the expenditure in that con-
nection involves loan money.

Mr. DASH: I am
remodelling of the yards.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member will
be in order in dizcussing the question of
maintenance.

Mr. DASIT: This will be maintenance
work., The remodelling of the yards will
necessitate a large amount of money being
spent from revenuc. I know from discussing
this matter with the General Manager with
regard to money for different jobs that this
money comes out of revenue. I quite agree
that for new works the money will come
out of loan, so I will not touch upon that.

When through connection is established
with Townsville great alterations will have
to be made in the railway yards there. I
am pleased that the Commissioner and the
Government are giving serious consideration
to the matter of remodelling the yards, and
placing better facilities at the disposal of
the General Manager to enable him to
handle the trains more ecfficiently than he
can do at the present time. I alsc notice
that quite rvecently in the north-western por-
tion of Queenstand, in the Cloncurry distriet.
a development has taken place with regard
to the finding of silver and lead ore. If that
turns out as we anticipate it will cause
greater sactivity in North-west Queensland
and enable the railways to earn more than
they are earning now.

Another thing which the Government have
taken into consideration, and which previous
Governments never did, is to provide cheaper
faves to enable people who live in the Wes-
tern country to visit the seaside once a year.
Under the old Tory system the people in the
West had no faciligies placed in their way,
and there was no reduction of fares to enable
them to visit the seaside; but ouar Govern-
ment have vedaced the fares considerably to
cnable families to enjoy some of the comforts
wiich city dwellers have.

Another matter which I wish the Govern-
ment to take notice of is the handling of the
railway traffic in Townsville, At the pre-
sent time, and for some time to come, large
amounts of coal will be shipped over the
wharves in Townsville. The Harbour Board
have been alive to the situation and have
had erected a very large crane by which the
coal cun be handled by the waterside
workers. and that will cheapen the cost of
coal to the shipping people and buyers from
oversea.

Another matter in regard to which we
must commend the Commissioner for Rail-
ways and his officers is the time-table they
have drawn up for the Brisbane to Towns-
ville service. We find by the tentative time-
table drawn up that. if you leave here about
2 o'clock on Friday afternoon, you can land in
Townsville on Sunday morning at 6 o’clock.
1 would like the matter to receive full con-
sideration. Personally, I think that, if the

Mr, Dash.]

talking about the
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train left here on Saturday and arrived in
Townsville on Monday, it would suit the
Northern people better than arviving on
Sunday morning. because business would be
completed in Brisbane at 1 o’clock by people
desirous of going North, and they would be
in Townsville when business resumed on
Monday morning. I hope that that sugges-
tion will he fullr considered.

We find that the Railway Department have
als5 taken Into consideration the matter of
quicker transit for lengthsmen. 'The lengths-
men have n very hard task when ther have
to pump against a big head wind. There
are open spaces for miles on which not a
tree i1s to be seen. The award sets out
that the men shall pump one way in their
own time and the other way in the Commis-
sioner’s time, but at times it is a very diffi-
cult task after doing a hard day’s work to
pump home against a stiff head wind. It is
to the credit of the Government that they
are going to give the system recommended
by the Commissioner to improve the condi-
tions of the lengthsmen a trial. The pro-
posal is to enable lengthsmen to come
fogether in big camps where there will be
hetter facilities for schooling and other
advantages which they have not got at the
present time. It is to be hoped that the
experiment will be successful, even if a
monctary loss is involved. We believe that
the lengthsmen living in remote parts of the
State should have some comforts, even if it
is at the expense of the taxpayers of the
State.

Mr. KeLso: Who suggested that?

Mr. DASH : The suggestion came from the
officers of the Railway Department. I under-
stand that the General Manager of the Nor-
thern Railways took a very big part in the
matter, and that some of the lengthsmen
also made suggestions with regard io it. Wo
heard a whine from Opposition members
about the houses the lengthsmen are living
in at the present time.

Mr. ROBERTS: It is more than a whine
from the women who have to live in them,

Mr. DASH: I am going to reply to that.
The houses which hon. members opposite are
complaining about the lengthsmen having
to live in were put there by their Govern.
ment, and it is only by this Government that
any attempt has been made to provide
decent accommodation for the lengthsmen.
When hon. members opposite were in power,
the houses which the lengthsmen were com.
pelled to live in were hovels and were a dis-
grace; yet to-day we find hon. members
opposite trying to blame this Government for
something which was done by their Govern-
ment when in office. Our Government have
spent a large sum of money in trying to
tmprove the conditions of the lengthsmen in
the remote portions of the State. We hear
a lot of talk about what they have not done
in regard to the lengthsmen and others.
When hon. members opposite were in power
and were faced with financial difliculties
they immediately reduced the wages of the
lengthsmen. They also increased the lengths
by 50 per cent., and they knocked off a man
in cach gang, expecting the men left in the
gang to do 50 per cent. more work, and rail-
ways were run at that time in a more
dangerous condition than they have ever
been run under Labour administration.

[Mr. Dash.
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Mr. Roprrrs: You have done all thas
vourself. You have reduced the number of
men, reduced the wages, and increased the
lengths.

Mr. DASH : Hon. members opposite seem
to be taking credit to themselves for the
railway men being better off to-day than
they were under their own Administration.
When they were in power they would not
allow the railway men to appeal to the court
for the purpose of having their wages and
conditions adjusted. I can remember the
time when the railway men asked the Den-
ham Government, of which the hon. member
for Wynnum was a member, to allow them
to go before a_judge, not to give a decision,
but to hear their grievances in connection
with their work, and the request was refused
point blank,

They cven went so far as to ask the
Government at that time to allow them a
wages board, or a board of some such
description as they had in New South Wales,
to inquire into their conditions, but their
request was refused. ZLast night the hon.
member for Oxley—and, I think, the hon.
member for Kurilpa also—made reference to
a prosecution of a railway conductor which
tcok place quite recently. When the report
of the Department of Labour is before the
Committee we hear criticism coming from
the Opposition to the effect that only the
employers are compelled to abide by awards,
and that the employees can flout them and
the Arbitration Court without the Govern-
ment taking any action. But now we find
inmediately a union takes action to deal
with the conductor of a train who was
guilty of a breach of the award, bis case is
dragged into this Committee by hon. mem-
bers opposite. Nevertheless, when the Hsti-
mates of the Department of Public Works
come before us, we shall hear a whine from
hon. members opposite about employees
breaking awards with impunity.

We have heard a good deal, too, about
political interference with the railways. I
cannot find any political interference with
the management of the department whatso-
cver, and the Opposition have not given any
instances of it. They have made general
statements—which anybody could make with
regard to any business at all—that political
interference takes place. I am not above
exercising political interference if I think
a thing is wrong and against the policy of
this Government and this partv, and I am
not going to give away my rights in that
connection; but I fail to see where any
political interference has taken place in the
Railway Department. I have approached the
Northern General Manager with a view to
finding work for men out of employment.
If hon. members opposite call that politicak
interfercnce, I am only too glad to be
associated with it; but not cne case has been
quoted during the debate to show that the
Minister or any member of this party has
been guilty of giving instructions to any
officer of the department or of doing any-
thing in the nature of political interference
with railway worl.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel): I wish to deal
with some of the points which hon. members
made concerning the policy and the adminis-
tration of the department, which have been
carefully noted by myself and the Commis-
sioner; and if I do not touch upon all the
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points vaised, I hope hon. members will
understand that their remarks have not been
overlooked, nor will they be ignored.

f.et me first deal with the more important
peints raised concerning the policy of the de-
partment and its administration. 1 listened
% ith pleasure to the criticism offered by some
lion. members. The spceches of the leader
of the Opposition, of the hon, member for
Oxley, and of the leader of the Country
party were interesting, and appealed to one’s
reason, for they showed a desire to criticise
fairly and rationally and for the good of the
department. Other hon. members opposite,
however, did not attempt to deal with the
policy of the Railway Department, but
took the opportunity to deal with minor
matters of railway administration, and
there -were one or two speeches which
weve mainly abuse of the Commniissioner,
the officers. and employees. But we can
safely overlook the small percentage of
siander and abuse which come from irrespon-
sible members of the Opposition. Two points
in particular were mentioned during the
discussion—the question of the deficit and
the question of management. Hon. members
opposite ought to be thankful that there is
in the dictionary such a word as ‘‘deficit,”
because I do not know what they would
have done to find som« peg on which tc hang
their criticism of the Government if it had
not been for that word and for the phrase
* political interference.” It is true that
they  brought forward no semblance of
argument 1 support of their assertion that
political interference exists, but they think
that repetition will ultimately have its
desired effect, and that the people will really
believe that there is something behind the
word and the phrase which they use in so
reckless and loose a manner. Probably
their attitude cannot be cavilled at, when
one considers political warfare and party
political tactics.

Mr. Kerr: If you gave the Commissioner
a free leg for a couple of years, he would
make the railways pay.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I am willing to give the hon. member a half
century of free leg to do that, and if he
shows no more ability than he showed in his
criticism last night, then heaven help the
Railway Department and the State. The
hen. member—who is a young man, and uses
more noise than logic or sound argument .in
his speeches—would do well to listen to the
hon. memben for Oxley, to the leader of the
Opposition, and the leader of the- Country
party, and follow their speeches rather than
rush into every subject recklessly, inad-
visedly, and carelessly. If the hon. member
did so, the points that he does make would
loom larger in the discussion instead of
being obscured by a lot of wild, reckless,
uvnfair, and unfounded statements. At pre-
sent, instead of illuminating or enlightening
his speechss, these loose remarks becloud
the other portions.

I want to refer now to some of the state-
ments and suggestions which have been made
with a view to wiping out the railway
deficiency and improving railway administra-
tion. In doing so I cannot help remarking
that there seems to be a remarkable evolu-
tion in the thought and expressions of hon.
members opposite concerning the railway
admungtration and the question of making
the railways pay. It is true that one or
two hon. members—the hon. member for
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Enoggers and the hon., member for Wynnun:
—argued that the railways should be made
to pay, but that contention was not general
amongst  hon. members opposite. The
majority of them realise that the Railway
Department itself is really oniy one branch
of the public service, and is linked up, as
the hon. member for Mirani said, with the
Department of Public Lands, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and other departments.
Grenerally there was svidence of an evolution
in thought and expression amongst hon.
members opposite concerning railway econo-
mies and railway policy.

Let me deal with one or two Opposition
suggesticns to reduce the deficiency. The
hon, member for Murilla suggested free car-
riage of necessaries to people in the country.
Not a brilliant suggestiont o reduce a defici-
ency and improve the finances of the depart-
ment in a business-like way from the view-
peint that the railways should pay! The
second suggestion was made by the hon.
member for Wide Bay—that we should
increase the capitalisation of our railways
and build more railways.

Mr. Cravrox: You are wrong. I did not
say that.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

The hon. member urged the construction of
new railwars, and that has also been urged by
other hon. members. As a matter of fact, if I
granted the request of hon. members opposite
for new railwazs, I would have a programme
which would cost £10,000,000. That is the
way they would reduce the deficiency and

cut down expenses—by adding another
£10.000,000 to the capitalisation of the
department! Is it any wonder that hon.

roembers on this side complain that hon.
members opposite are unfair and do not
make reasonable suggestions?

Mr. Cravrox: I showed you how you could
finance that railway.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member showed how he could tie
himself up in a logical knot which he could
not unravel. The hon. member is just as
unfortnnat~ in interjecting as he is in speak-
ing. TLet me get on with the next point that

was raised or suggested as a
{5.30 p.m.] means of wiping out the railway

deficiency. The hon. member for
Burnett suggested that we should run more
trains where we arc already losing thousands
of pounds. That is another brilliant sugges-
tion as to how to improve the railway admin-
istration and cut down working expenses.
The Opposition suggest to reduce the raiiway
deficiency by increasing the capitalisation,
by running more trains where there is
already a big loss, and by giving free carri-
age in the Western districts.

Mr. Moreax: Are you against that?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
am not expressing an opinion one way or the
other. I say that you are not going to reduce
the railway deficiency by giving frec carriage
on the necessaries of life. The three sugges-
tions or lines of argument do not square with
th: contention that the railways should pay.
I am not out to say that the line of argu-
ment suggested by the hon. member for
Murilla is fair or unfair, but I say it is not
going to reduce the railway deficiency. While
the hon. member for Murilla advocated free
railways in relation to the necessaries of life,

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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we find the hon. member for Enoggera sug-
gesting that the railways should be made
to pay.

Mr. Kerr: That is better than passing it
on to the taxpayer.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member suggests that there should
be an increase in fares and freights to bring
about the result.

Mr. Kerr: You are not game.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It
is not a matter of gameness. The stupidity
-of the hon, member for Enoggera does not get
a3 anv further. I$ is not a matter of game-

ness or stupidity. The hon. member does
not  distinguish between gameness and
stupidity in his line of argument. I shall

ceal with that point further as I procead.
I intend to give some attention to the points
that have been raised by other hon. members
opposite. I shall take some little time in
cconnection with the matter.

Mr. XKerr: You should keep cool.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
fhink that the importance of the railway
administration justifies the time that I shall
take in dealing with the points that have
been raised. It is not very often that the
Secretary for Railways has an opportunity
of replying to the inaccuracies and the mis-
statements made concerning administration.
I do not very frequently reply to the mis-
statements and the inaccuracies that go forth
unanswered through the columns of ‘° Han-
sard,” but it is simply because 1 do not want
these misstatements to go unanswered on
the present occasion that I intend to place
my reply in the columns of * Hansard.” Let
me tell the hon. member for Enoggera that
he should realise that, if he extends courtesy
in debate, it will be reciprocated. That is
something that he wants to bear in mind as
a new member.

Mr. Kruso: Why do you not answer the
suggestion raised by the hon. member for
Enoggera ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If
the hon. member will wait, I shall deal with
all the points raised in the debate.

In moving this vote I showed by figures
and statistics that there has been a substan-
tie! improvement in railway adminisiration
during the past two years. Hon. members
npposite lightly brushed those figures aside.
I can quite understand that from a party
political point of view. I want, however, to
emphasise the fact that there was a great
improvement in the last two years in railway
returns concerning net revenue, in the per-
centage of working expenses lo revenue, and
in various other ways. Hon. members oppo-
site do not for a moment give the Commis-
stoner or his officers any credit for that sub-
stantial improvement.

Mr. Kxrr: We blame you.
_The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member is not capable of intelli-

gently blaming anyone in his present state
of mind.

Mr. KrLso: You complimented the leader
of the Opposition on his speech.

d_%‘h’) SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
UL

Mr. KewSo: Why attack the leader of the
Dpposition ?

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
have a right to replv to the remarks that
have been made, and I have the right to
reply to them in the same way as criticism
has been advanced and interjections made
by hon. members opposite.  John Bright once
said no institution ever gave the community
such a fine service without gratitude as the
railways.

Mr Vowtes: That was not in Quecnsland.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
No, but it applies to Queensland. It is as
true for Queensland as any part of Australia
or the world. The hon. member for Dalby,
like his colleagues, will not admit the great
service the Railway Department is rendering
the State, nor will he admit the improvement
that has taken place during the past two
vears. As a parliamentarian I am not taking
much exception to that. I want to emphasise
the figurcs that I gave yesterday. There has
been a romance of improvement.

Hon. W. FI. Barxrs: Since you have been
in charge.

Mr. MorgaN: ‘‘ Romance” is all right.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The figures are taken from the various rail-
way returns and the Commissioner’s report.

Mr. KEeso: Romancing only
amounts to fiction.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The figures I gave were in respect to earn-
ings, expenditure, the percentage of working
expenses to earnings, net revenue, and the
number of miles open for traffic. Let me in
addition deal with the question of train loads.
The Commissioner in his  Weekly Notice”
pointed out just recently that there had been
a substantial improvement in wagon loads.
Therc has been an increase of 20 per cent.
in many instances. In connection with the
train load to engine capacity in many
justances there has been an iucrcasc of 20
per cent. and cven up to 40 per cent. The
number of passengers per train mile has also
improved. Let me tell hon. members
opposite that the department carried more
passengers per train mile during the last
firancial vear than was the case in 1914-15.

Hon. W. H. Barxses: Has there not been
an inercase in the population since 1914-157?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
There has been an increase in population
under a Labour Government.

Hon. W. I. Barv¥es: You should put up
in large letters, ““ Alone I did it.”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Hon. members opposite want to say in a loud
voice, ©“ Alone we did it,” but I am going to
show by comparisons that they have done
very little for the State of Queensland,
in relation to railway administration.

in figures

I want to quote one or two authorities on
railway management. Let me now get away
from the heat and fervour of politics and see
what the ¢ Trustees’ Quarterly Review” of
July, 1923, has to say about railway admin-
istration. It says, inter alia—

“ 1t must be admitted that, with few
exceptions, the lines have opened up lands
more or less suitable for productive settie-
ment. They have made wool and mutton
a payable propesition on many thousands
of square miles where formerly only cattle
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could be run, and they have reduced the
risk of pastoral pursuits by making the
removal of stock in time of drought a
practicable remedy. The public estate
has thus been increased in value and
usefulness, but owing to our method of
public account keeping the railways as
an investment have never received credit
for such services.”

It goes on to comment—

“It has been the practice amongst
critics of our State Government to con-
trast the pre-war position (when opened
lines very nearly earned sufficient to meet
the interest bill on their cost) with the
result attained in recent vears. In the
statement already quoted the total differ-
ence between the earnings of the railways
and the cost of working was just under
£688,000 as against an interest bill on
their account of something over two
millions sterling. This has been attri-
buted mainly to the effect of political
interference in railway management, and
it cannot be denied that this has been a
source of considerable mischief in the
past; but a very cursory glance at the
1922 report of the Commissioner shows
that quite different causes have operated
to reduce the net earning powers of our
railways.”

“ As againsi the complaint that the
railways are over-staffed it has been
pointed out that, whersas in 1921-22 each
employee in the railway service repre-
sented a revenue earning of £363, the
corresponding figure in 1914-15 was only
£256, The cost of operating the railways
has increased enormously in every par-
ticular, and wages have been subject to
Arbitration Court awards, yet the average
increase in fares has been only 17 per
cent, and in rates for freight 19 per
cent. Substantial reductions have been
made during the last few vears in rates
for carriage of livestock and dairy
produce, and such increases as have been
made have not been applied to staple
requirements—such as flour, sugar, and
other commodities in daily use.”

The value of that statement is that it comes
from men who have business capacity, stand-
ing, and experience. That is theilr declara-
tion concerning railway administiration. It
does not harmonise with the remarks of the
hLon, member for Wynnum.

Mr. Moreax: That extract iz not word for
word.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Those extracts are taken out of the
¢ Trustees’ Quarterly Review,” and they are
written by men who are much more capable
of expressing their opinion of railway
administration than the hon. member for
Murilla; but that is not in any way disparag-
ing to him, because these men have had a
life-long experience in business away from
the atmosphere of Parliament.

Mr. Morean: They got their information
drom the report of the Commissioner.

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:
o do the hon. members opposite.  The
writer of this article is probably a strong
anti-Labourite. ’

Mr. Morcan: How do you know?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I said probably, because most of the people
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who are connected with this company are
et Labour supporters. Yet we find that
the writers of the article paid such a fine
tribute to the management of the railway
service.

Mr. Moreax: Will you tell us what the
“ Railway Advocate ” said?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I will tell the hon. member what the Com-
nissioner said at a dinner given by the
butter shippers in 1922, He said—

“To a casual reader our heavy deficits
are apt to be taken as a reflection on the
administration, but I have no hesitation
in saving, and it can be borne out by our
figures, that the service is more efficient
to-day than ever it has been, and com-
pares favourably with the railways of
other States with upwards of ten fimes
the volume of business per mile of line.”

The Commissioner is a free agent. Ic is
able to express his own opinion without any
bias or control at all. He made the state-
ment honestly, conscienticusly, and deliber-
ately, after long years of service in the
Railway Department, that the service was
never more satisfactory or efficient than it
is to-day. Therefore I think that these
opinions will carry weight with the readers
of “ Hansard” who read the remarks of
hon. members opposite. I am cerbain that
the electors will be rather inclined to take
{he view that the writers of the article in
the ¢ Trustees’ Quarierly Review” and also
the Commissioner are correct. I am not
going to rely exclusively upon the ¢ Trustecs’
Quarterly Review ”’ or the statement of the
Commissioner as to the soundness of the
management of the Queensland railways.
T have other information which I intend to
offer.

Let me take first of all the question of the
number of employees in the service. The
question of over-staffing has been touched
upcn and ventilated on one or two occasions.
Hen. members opposite generally have recog-
nised that their argument will not stand
investigation and have dropped it, but there
have been one or two references to the
question, and I intend to reply to them.
T have information available to combat, and
successfully combat, that assertion.

Mr. Morgax: Can you give us any infor-
mation later about the coal supply?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Certainly. I have got information concern-
ing the coal supply, and also concerning the
price, quality, and consumption of coal. Just
to show what is taking place in other States
et mo indicate to hon. members that where
the administration of the railways is under
the control of Tory Governments, the same
arguments have been adduced as have been
used against the Queensland Government.
The Melbourne ** Age” of 14th October, 1821,
SATI—

¢ Even during the last few years, in
which it is impossible to point to any
great expansion, the increase of the cost
of the staff has gone on more rapidly
than ever. The size of the staff is also
steadily increasing, as is shown in the
following table:—

1913 12,626
1019 24,687
1920 27,283 7

That is_ the record of the Tory Adminis-
tration in Victoria. In Queensland, instcad

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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of showing anything in the nature of over-
staffing, we are able to show just the reverse,

Mr. Moreaxn: It is a matier of whether
the work is there for the men.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. wiember is shifting his ground, or
he is not basing his argument on the same
ground as other hon. members opposite.
First the statement was made that there
was over-staffing; now the reply comes that
there is no over-staffing and that the staff
is justifiable because there is work for the
men, I am replying to the suggestion that
there has been anything in the nature of
over-stafling,

Mr. Vowres: Can you give us any figures
concerning effective running?

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:
Yes: I will give some figures concerning
effective runnmmg. Let me give a chapter
from Tory administration concerning train
miles and employees. We have heard hon.
members opposite wax indignant about the
present Administration, but what did they
do when they had the opportunity? We find
1ftrom the records that the following are the
acts 1 —

Train Miles.

191213 11,464,084
1913-14 11,346,334
Decrease for 1913-14 117,750

Now what about the employees? We find
from the same records that the following
are the facts:—

Employees,

1912-13 13,982
1913-14 14,965
Increase for 1913-14 983

That i3 an increase of 983 emplovees side
by side during the same vear with a decrcase
of 117,750 train miles. Those figures indicate
that the hon. members opposite were respon-
sible for a good deal of unsatisfactory
management when they had the power and
control of the Railway Department. It also
indicates what we can expeet with a change
of Government. Now let me give another
comparison, because it is only by comparison
that we can arrive at a sound judgment. The
figures T kave given arc honest and sound. I
am not going to give any figures that I can-
not stand up to and prove to be correct.
I would be foolish to do so. I want to con-
found the critics of the Government with
the records of previous years under Tory
administration. Jevons points out that one
can only ascertain the relative value of things
by comparison, and it s only by comparison
that we can convince the hon. members
opposite of the truth or otherwise of our
statements. I wish to give the record of
the last three years of the control by the
Tory Government in connection with the
number of employces engaged. The figures
are:—

Employees.
191112 12.900
1914-15 14,936
Increase 2,036
1914-15 14,936
1922-23 16,838
Increase 1,902

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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An increase of 1,902 durving the eight vears”
administration of the Labour Government
as compared with an increase of 2,036 in
the last three wears of the Tory adminis-
tration. Where is the proof now of the over-
stafing of the railways that our friends
asserted? We see that the increase under
the Tory Government was 134 more in three
vears than tnhe increase for eight years
under Labour administration, The average
yearly increase in the number of employees.
15—
Under Tory administration 678

Under Labour control 238
Decreaze  in favour of
Labour control ... 470

I am certain that those figures are a revela-
tion te hon. members.

Mr. Momreax: Alongside of those figures
you ought to tell us about the reduction
in train mileage.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I will give the hon. member the informa-
tion as I proceed. I do not want to confuse
the point. I want to show that under Tory
administration political friends were shoved
into the Railway Department in thousands.
Yet hon. members opposite have the audacity
and effrontery to accuse the present Govern-
ment of having over-staffed.

Mr. Moreay: Perish 1he thought!

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
If hon. members opposite had kept quiet on
the point, T would not have dealt with it,
but I have to give these figures in self-
defence and in defence of the railway
administration under the present Govern-
ment. It is nccessary to show the increase
of employees in Queensland under a Tory
Administration as compared with the increase
under Labour control.

Mr. Tavror: To make your comparison
complete you should give the mileage of
railways opened during the two periods.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
will come to that very point, and will give
the hon. member the figures—

Employees per mile of open railway.
1914 ... 3.17
1923 ... 2.85

This shows a reduction per mile of railways
under Labour administration as compared
with the period under anti-Labour adminis-
tration. The comparison is very fitting and
convineing. The Labour Government had
2.85 employees as against 3.17 employed by
the Torv (overnment per mile. I think
that hon. members opposite ought to apolo-
gise—(Opposition laughter)—they ought to be
ashamed of their charges of over-stafling.

Mr. Vowtres: What about tonnage and
freight miles?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
shall proceced from point to point. I am
now giving the information asked for by the
leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Moreax: Give your train mileage.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
shall give hon. members the train milss as I

proceed. The leader of the Opposition asked
a question which I have answered.
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Mr. Moraax: I ask rou to give the train
mileage.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
will give hon. members all the information
they desive as I proceed. I desire to mention
that. linked up with the question of train
mileage, iz the question of larger engines,
larger loads, and other matters which I shall
deal with subsequently. We have the proof
that the Railwar Department under the
prosent administration has fewer employees
per mile of railway than they had during
the period of administration of the party
apposite, who so audaciously criticise the
Tabour administration. I will now take—

Revenue per employee.
Tn 1914 it stood at £246.
In 1923 it stood at £321,

or an increasc of £75 per employen.

My, doreax : That indicates an increase of
freights.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It
indicater greater efficiency, because the
freights have not been increased in Queens-
land to the same extent as they have in other
parts of Australia. It also shows that the
arguments gencrally of hon. members oppo-
site are not soundly based. The hon. member
for Murilla is very anxious to know some-
thing about train miles. Let me give him
the tonnage of goods handled per train mile
for the two periods—

Ta 1914-15 it was 379 tons.
In 1922-23 it was 386 tons,

or more under Labour administration than
in 1914-15 under Tory administration.

Mr. Moreax : You said that that was owing
to more powerful engines.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
say that, amongst other things, it is owing
to the use of more powerful cngines. I did
not introduce the subject at all; but as the
hon. member has challenged me to deal with
the question of train mileage, the figures I
have given have cxploded his assertion that
the Tory Government were in a better posi-
tion than the present Government in the
matter of goods handled per train mile.

AMr. Morgax: You are a good juggler of
figures,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
am not a juggler of figures. I have facts on
my side. Does not Burns say—

““ Facts are chiels that winna ding,
An’ daurna be disputed ”’ ?

There is no gainsaying facts, figures, and
docuinentary evidence. They are all on my
side; I am not juggling. Juggling can be
easily upset, but it I1s not possible to upset
facts from the report of the Commissioner
for Railways and from railway statistics
which are available.

Proceeding further with the question of
management, I want {o make a comparison
between Queensland and the other States of
Australia. Let me mention, first of all,
Tasmania, Hon. members opposite, particu-
larly th: hon. member for Dalby, have loudly
acclaimed what they term the *¢ independent
commissioner ** svstem. I pointed out yester-
day that hon. members opposite had the
opportunity for many years to make the
Commissioner for Railways independent if
they so desired. They did not do so; they
allowed him to be subject to the instructions

[27 SEPTEMBER.]

Supply. 1323

of the Seereiary for Railways and the Execu-
tive Council.  In Tasmania, under this
so-called wonderful system of independent
commiissionershin. they recently had to sus-
pend the Commissioper. We find that one
man was given absolute powers, with the
result that they had to suspend that official
and hold an inquiry into ten or twelve
charges that were levelled against him
by the Gevernment. That statement 15 very
interesting, and it shows that all systems
have their weaknesses. ITuman rature 1s
imperfect, and while human natare is 1per-
fect. all institutions, all men, and all systems
must necussarily he imperfect.  Queensland
compares favourably with other States so
far as the administration of its railways is
concerned.

Let me quote from the Royal Commis-
sioner’s report of last year on the Western

Australian  railway  administration. In
Western Australia the railwars ave nader a
Tory Administration, and “they had to

appoint a Royal Commission tn go thor-
oughly into that administration. The extract
I have is from the * West Australian,” and
reads—

“ Rovar COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.
“ A SCATHING CRITICISM.
“ Yeither Feonomical nor Efficient.
“ Sweeping Recommendations.
“ Board of Three Commissioners.

“ A sweeping indictment of the present
State railway administration marks the
cocond and final report of Mr. ‘Georgo
W. Stead. Mr. Stead was appointed a
Roval Commissioner on 18th February to
inquire into and report upon—

M ANAGEMEXT.

“ Ty view of the evidence tendered from
sources inside and outside the service,
and from personal observation, the Com-
missioner can arrive at no other conclu-
sion than that there is an entire lack of
confidence in the management, which is
neither ecconomical nor efficient.”

These arc the reformers who were going to
show the Queensland Government how to run
the railways! Trouble in  Tasmania !
Trouble in Western Australia! Trouble in
every other State where the railway system
is under Tory control !

There is just one other passage from the
“West Australian ’’ giving an extract from
the report of the Royval Commission that T
should like to refer to, because it 1s very
complimentary sc far as our freights and
fares are concerned—

“The Queensland rates are much lower
than those obtaining in this State. viz.,
to transport a bullock in this State for
a distance of 600 miles costs 46s. 5d.
whilst for a similar distance in Queens-
land the charge is only 29s. 10.6d. Simi-
larly, to transport a sheep for the same
distance costs in Western Australia 4s.
7.7d.. whilst in Queensland the charge 18
2s. 9.9d. Their passenger and season
ticket rates are also considerably cheaper
than in this Statc.”

Mr. Tavror: They are too cheap.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

Some hon. members opposite have tried to
prove otherwise. They have tried to prove
that our freights and fares are higher than

Homn. J. Larcombe.]
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in Wesrern Australin: yet here is o Western
Australian Commission which has gone care-
fully into the whole matter pointing out that
cur rates on cattle and sheep and our passen-
ger rates are cheaper than ther are in

Western Australia, I consider this a very
fine tribute paid by an indepen-
[7 pom.] dent authority to the Queensland

railway service.

I have several extracts from the Mclbourne
* Age” concerning the railway uarmnutlaw
ticn of Vietoria, The first quotation s from
thic Melbourne “ Age” of November, 1921—
“The annual report of the Commis-
sioners was submitted to Parliament more
¢han a month ago. It revealed facts
and figures of the most startling nature.”
Those are very strong statements. In Sep-
tember, 1822, the Melbourne “ Age ”” said—
“ It is true the Commissioners
blessed with a vrecord revenue. The
railway earnings for the year ended
June last amounted to £10,857,852. an
increase of £1,005,943 on the revenue of
the previous Vem The increasc was not
so much due to added business as to the
1mp0>1t10n of higher freights and fares.
“The increase of freights and fares
in Vietoria is one of the factors thai is
still operating to maintain the high cost
of living and is, therefore, one of the
obstructions in the way of our return to
normal conditions.”
That is rather significant. The improvement
in the position which has taken place in
Victoria in a nowminal sense in the past vear
or two has been due, according to the Mel-

were

bourne ** Age,” to an increase in fares and
freights. IKurther, the Auditor-Generai of
Vietoria offers some criticism upon the
mdnagem» nt of the Victorian railway ser-
vice.  The Melbourne “Age” of 14th
October. 1922, reports on the Auditor-

General’s criticisms as follows:~—

“ It must be evident from this review
of the [igures of the railway service that
for the past seven vears the depariment
has been drifting into a position that
would never have been toleratod under
ordinary competent business management.
The drift must be stopped bofoxe the

solvency of the community is further
involved.”
There we have the Melbourne ““ Age ™ point-

ing out that the nominal improvement, which
has been much boasted abaut by some hon.
members opposite, was due first to increas-
ing fares and freights, and secondly, accord-
ing to the Auditor-General, to improper
interference with the practice that had existed
in railway administration for some vears, 1
have a later quotation in ihis connection.
Cn the 13th of this month the Mclbourne
“Age,” commenting on the Victorian railway
I‘ftullls, remarked, inter alia—

‘ Any satisfaction that might be felt
in the increasing revenue will be quali-
fied iu the pubhc mind by the reflection
that the increcase has come out of the
public pocket without any reasonable
equivalent in service. The revenue per
traffic train mile has risen from T7s. 4d.
in 1914 to 13s. 10d. at the present time.
Surpluses might well be commonplaces
where charges soar so glaringly.”

There again the Melbourne *“ Age” points
out even in the present month that the
improvement in the nominal returns of the
Railway Department in Victoria is due to

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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increased farcs and freights and afso to an
interference with the practice which has
governed railway finance for some years in
Victoria. Those remarks are very apropos
when we are considering Quoenchud railway
administration and the criticism which has
been levelled against the Railway Depart-
ment.

I want now to give # chapter from the
history of Tory mismanagement in Queens-
land, which I would not have given but for
the remarks of the hon. member for W yn-
num. The hon, member quoted from the
Auditor-General’s report, and I also will
quote from the Auditor-General’s report to
show what took place when the hon. member
for Wynnum was one of the white-haired
boys in the Tory Government in 1913-14.
(Oppomtmn laughter.) The Auditor-General,
in his repory for 1913, stated—

“There was a shortage of material,

amoun(mrr to approximately £10,000 in
stock of permanent wav material. .
An ofﬁopr of the Railway Audit Staff
has been engaged, by direciion of the
Comrmsnonm for fully two months
endeavouring to trace issues covering
the shortaﬂe This appears to me to be
severely unsahsfaotorv and calls for a
drastic alteration in the system.’

Then again, on page 51, he stated—

“In perusing this report I was struck
with the magnitude of stocks held by you
and the enormous increase in your Stores
Suspente Account

“Therc are several other matters con-
nected with your stores system to which
I would like to invite vour attention at
a future date, but they are overshadowed
by tho enormous sum of £786.000—over
£400.000 of which is without parliamen-
tary sanction.

“In my opinion the Loan Tund
Acecount has been operated on .
without the authority or I\nov»le(ge “of

Parliancent.”

Those are the great business directors who
presume to instruct the Queensland Labour
Administrotion how to run the railways!
Again, in the Auditor-General’s report for
it i» stated—

“The purchase of the Renard road
train and recently the McKeen motor-
cars have unfortunately proved a costly
experiment to the department. The price

paid for the former was £4,106 7s. and
tho cost of making roads for ‘the running
of same £2,762. During the time it
was in use \\o1kmgr oxpenses amounted
to £957 5s. 6d. and thc earnings £209
6s. Pd

“The total expenditure to the middle
of May last in connection with the pur-
chase and erection of the five McKeen
cars, including Customs duty., was
£35.727. being £12.352 in cxcess of the
contract price. The Renard road train
has been scrapped in the workshop yards
for some timo—after faﬂ‘nrf to perform
the work expected of it

That is an interesting sidelight on the anti-
Labour administration of the Railway
Department.  Then again hon. members
opposite lost money over the tank engines.

Hon W. H. Barxes:

They are still run-
ning
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
It cost £50.000 to widen the tunnels, ete., to
et them run.

An  OpprosITION
mended them?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
It is no ug» hon. members opposite trying
to shift their ground. They have been talking
about the coustly management under Labour
administration. but what have they to say
to thewe Muminating facts with regard to
their own administration? Here we fnd
the Auditor-General severely castigating the
acts of the Liberal Administration when the
hon. member for Wynnum was a member of
the (Cabinet, All those things existed in
an intensified degree in 1914 under an anti-
Labour Government. It is alinost as bad
as what has happened under the Fedcral
Tory Administration. We recollect what is
taking place in regard to the sugar pur-

MremBer:  Who recom-

chases. We know all about the Canungra
scundal where practically £500,000 was
wested, and we have nob forgotten the
scandals in conunection with war service
homes.  The following appeared in the

“ Daily Telegraph 7of 29th July last year:—
A serious defect was found by the
cominittee in the accountancy branch.
The officers appointed to take charge of

it had neither technical quahﬁcutmna nor
the experience necessary for the position.
The result was in many respects disas-

trous. costing in the early stages being
chaotic.”
Clostly  failures are the result of Tory

administration in the Federal sphere.

Mr. Morcax: Leave it to the Secretary
for Public Works.

The SECRETARY IFOR RAILWAYS:
I will leave it to him, and he will probably
deal with it later on. Let me, however, pin
hon. members opposite down to these e\tlacts
from the report of the Auditor-General in
1913-1914, where it appears that their
administration was responsible for an extra
cost of £50,000 in altering roadways for
these tanks. At the plesent time we are
dealing with the Tory maladmlmctratlon of
the Railway Department. I co not say that
any administration, whether of »ailwavs or
amthmg else, can prevent mistakes habpen-
ing, but hon, members opposite have tried to
prove that, whilst there are mistakes under
Labour Government, they were faultless, and
so I am justified in bringing forward the
quotations I have made. I would not have
done 1t had it not been for the fact that

the hon. member for Wynaum atiacked
Labour administration. (Opposition inter-
ruption.)

Mr. ZorGAN : In those days we could getb

fair reports, but lo-day we cannot get good
reports.

Mr. CorseR: We cannot get a report later
than last year.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Hon. members opposite come to the Premier
and ask him to bring my Estimates on before
their ordinary time. I agree, and when the
Estimates come on, hon. members squeal
about not having the Commissioner’s teport.
This early bringing on of my Estimates was
the result of an unanrrernent with the Oppo-
sition.

Mr. MorGaN: Members of the Opposition
could get their material from the reports in
years gone by.
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The SECRETARY ICR
What the hon.

RAILWAYS:

member wants is not infor-

mation, but castigation and criticiam of
Labour administration and of the Covern-
ment,

Mr. Moreax: No. We want infornation.

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:
I think the hon. member is not out for
results. He wants to see the Government
criticised.

Mr. Morcax: We want information about
departmental works.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
These remarks concerning the Auditor-
General are hardly worthy of notice, because
he is a conscientious and honourable man.

Mr. Mongax :
Secretaries’ reports.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
We hear a good deal about the necessity of
making the Commissioner for Railways
independent. The hon. member is reflecting
cn the Commissioner.

Mr, AMorean: I said nothing about the
Commissioner’s repmt I spoke of the Under
Suocretaries of the departments,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Who makes the report? Is it not the Com-
missioner? It is not an Under Secretary.

My, Morean: You know as well as I do
that the Commissicner is not as independent
as he was eight years ago.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
IIe is. I have rcad a good m'm'y railway
reports, and I have never read 2 better one
than that of last vear for its (,')Hlpl(,hel sive-
ness and the information supplied.

2Ir. Comser: You have told us that you
have read this year’s report, so it cannot be
as good.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That is thie level of the criticism. we have to
contend with! Xon. members are defeated
in logical argument, and they resort to those
little statements which are so suited to them.
They know all the while that they are

defeated, but like Goldsmith’s schoolmaster—

I was referring to the Under

“Ien though vanquished, they can
argue still.”
Mr, MORGAN interjected.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

I surely have the right to reply to hon.
members. Jf T refused to reply hon. mem-
bers would not be satisfied, and when I do
reply they are not satisfied. I am conscious
of the importance of the Railway Depart-
ment and. having studied the problems of

railway administration and railway economics,
I am justified In placing my views in
“ Hansard.” so that they may be read side
by side with the remarks of hon. members
opposite. It is not often that I get an
opportunity to deal with these matters. The
failure to reply might be construed to mean
lack of interest in connection with railway
administration, railway managament, and
railway prcblems.

Hon. members opposite have emphasised
the argument that there has been a deficit
in 1a‘lway administration. That is a fact.
No one denies it.

Mr. Krrso: It does not trouble you.

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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The SECRETARY TFTOR RAILWAYS:
That is an ungencrous remark. It does
trouble me, as 1t does trouble the Commis-
sioner, his officers, and members of Parlia-
raent, and we are doing all we possibly ecan
to reduce the deficiency, and the figures for
last year show that we have done so with
some effect. .\ deficit is not the only test of
mglilagcmont‘ I think it was Pope who
said—

“ Bome figures monstrous and mis-
shaped appear

Considered singly or beheld too near,

Which, but proportioned to their time
and place

Due distance reconciles to form and

grace.”,

The figures considered at a due distance and
in proper perspective reconcile a deficit to
form and grace. The figures are only
monstrous and ill-shapen when considered
singly or beheld too near. ILet us con-
sider the figures in relation to land adminis-
tration, agricultural administration, mining
administration, and see what an enormous
factor the railway service is, and we shall
find that there is nothing monstrous or mis-
shapen about the railway deficit at all. I
am going to endeavour in the time at my
disposal to prove that statement. I want to
show hon. members opposite that private
enterprise has shown some very great defi-
ciencies lately. Hon. members opposite know
that enormous losses have occurred in various
parts of the world where there was economic
chaos as a result of the war and post-war
problems. The e¢conomic equilibrium has
been disturbed, with the result thai there has
been chaos and disaster more or less through-
out the world. The Railway Department and
Government departments are not the only
institutions that nave been losing money. Let
me mention one or two instances. We know
that the Broken Hill Proprietory Company
during the last year has lost as much as
£150,000, and the Mount Morgan Goldmining
Company, Limited, during the last two years
has lost £100,000. Hon. members opposite
cannot seriously argue that those losses are
due to mismanagement or incompetency, for
they are due to things over which the man-
agement has no control. Railway lossés are
<due to difficulties over which the Govern-
ment have no control, unless we substantially
increase fares and freights, and we say that
would not be an improvement in our policy.

Mr. G. P. Barxyes: You should have
encouraged production.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I shall refer to the figures quoted by the
hon. member for Warwick concerning ton-
nage, and I shall show that we carried more
tonnage last year than was carried in 1914-15.

Mr. Moraan: You have bigger engines.L

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
At the present time I am dealing with the
question of increased production. I want
to show the hon. member for Warwick that
the tonnage now shows a satisfactory com-
parison with that of 1914-15. There was a
big amount of traffic carried in 1814 which
included departmental freightage, which is
not included in the tonnage return for 1922-23.
If we took the basis of 1914-15 for purposes of
comparison, we would find that the tonnage
was greater for the year just closed than
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for 1914-15, and was certainly a big improve-
ment on 1921-22.

Mz, Morceax : There should be an improve-
ment year by year.

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. Hon. members opposite cannot fairly
and reasonably argue that the conditions
existing in Queensland now and which have
existed for the past few years have been due
to any act of the Government. We know
that throughout the world the same condi-
tions apply. We know that the dry weather,
the depressed markets, and other conditions
have hampered many of our industrics.

Mr. G. P. BaBNEs: We have had inflated
markets.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Take the mining industry. In 1914-15 we
carried a larger tonnage of minerals.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: That is a strong
indictment against your Government.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. gentleman says that is a strong
indictment against the Government. What is
the position of the copper market? In other

tates and in other parts of the world the
same paralysis exists. and mines are closed
dowr all over the world. That is not con-
fined to Queensland or Australia, but is
world-wide. Hon. members vrealise that,
although they do not admit it. They know
quite well that the conditions which govern
Queensland have been world-wide in their
nature and character. Take the United
States, the vers home of private enterprise;
irt one year there were 9,000 failures, and the
liabilities amounted to 378,000.000 dollars.
Will hon. members say that was due to mis-
management? I do not think that they will.
The great majority of these failures no doubt
were due to world-wide conditions and not
to bad management. ILet me quote briefly
from the report of the Midland Railway Com-
pany of Western Australia. The report says,
inter alia—

‘“ The company is a long way off from
being able to show an adequate return
on capital invested in railway construc-
tion in Western Australia.”

There we have a private railway company
showing a loss. We are also aware that a
statement was made in the Press a few
menths ago that the railways of Canada
wers practically valueless.

The Federal Shipping Linc for 1921-22
showed a loss of £1,171.000, and in 192223 a
further loss of £1,626.000, or a total loss for
the two vears of £2,797.000 on a capital of
£12,700,000.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: Wouldn't it be wise
for you to compare the railways of the other
States and not the shipping?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Would it not be wise for the hon. member
to reply to that argument and explain why
there was a loss on the Federal Shipping Line
in two years of £2,797,000 on a capital of
£12,700,000? That is a bigger loss compara-
tively than was sustained on our railways
with a capital of £50,000,000.

Mr. 3oraeax: Look at the profits that the
the Federal Shipping Line made during the
war,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

Hon. members oprosite know quite well. from

The
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the viewpoint of logical reasoning, that my
conclusions are absolutely sound and fair‘ I
am pointing out how private enterprise and
State and national enterprise ave all showing
losses. Flere we have a greater loss compara-
fively on the £12,700,000 invested in the
Federal Shipping Line, controlled by the
irue blue Tory Administration in the
Tederal sphere, than there has been on our
railway: with a capital of £50,000,000.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: Stick to the railways.

Mr. Krrso: What about the losses on the
State trawler?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member for Nundah ought to know
better than make an interjection like that,
Gecause it is only by comparisons that you
et a true and fair conception of things.
The interjection was most narrow, petty, and
unfair. The hon. member knows that they
would not tolerate that argument in the
Institute of Accountants.

Mr. G. P. Barxis: Give the Commissioner
zoods to carry and he will make the railways
pay.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
The Government are doing all they can to
iucrease production, and doing it well too.
Let me point out how the wonderful Federal
Tory Government arc going to deal with the
question of the loss on the Federal Shipping
Line. They are going to write down the
capital from £12,700,000 to £4,000,000, and
probably by this means they will show a
surplus next year. Just fancy the Railway
Department writing down its capital from
£50,000,000 to, say, £16,000.000! We could
eusily secure & surplus in that way.

Mr. MorgaN: The Federal Shipping Line
made a good deal during the war.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
‘They made the losses which I have mentioned.
Hon. members opposite cannot reply to those
figures. They are in a logical corner.

Mr. MoRreaN: You are not dealing with the
Railway Estimates.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Hon. members opposite know quite well that
the deficiency on the railways fades into insig-
nificance compared with the losses on the
Federal Shipping Line under the control of
the Federal Tory Government.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: You might tell us
about the losses on the State stations.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
If T were permitted, I could deal with the
‘Btate stations, but I am not. That is a very
old trick in political strategy; when yvou are
put into a corner and have little escape, try
some feinting tactics, just like a pugilist in
a ring.

Mr. Krrso: You are a pastmaster in the
art.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
I do not wish to refer to anything extraneous
to the subject under discussion. Let me quote
to hon. members facts regarding one—the
Canadian  Shipping Board. They lost
in  1921-22 £4,800,000 on a capital of
£14,000,000. Good oid Tory Government!
Good old Tory enterprises! The United
States Shipping Board lost £20,000,000 per
annum. When we know these facts and
figures, and bring to mind all the figures
that have been quoted by hon. members
opposite, we realise how sound and satis-
factory is the railway administration in
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Queensland compared with the administration
of other bodies which might be mentioned. I
do not state that all the losses mentioned arc
due to mismanagement. I say that they are
duc to causes over which the managers have
no control; they have been caught in the
same  world-wide stream  that engulfed
Queensland. I want to emphasise these facts
and figures. They leave hon. members oppo-
site with not a feather with which to fiy, and
with not a semblance of argumeut to zo on
with their old criticism on the subjccy of
deficiencies.

I am gecing to give another chapter
from Tory railway deficits in Queensland.
(Opposition  laughter and dissent.) Hon.
members opposite ought to realise that
this is a question that should not be dealt
with lightly. They have to realise what
railway deficits have taken place in other
States and countries in other parts of the
world. Let me mention here that just
two years ago it is announced that in Eng-
land there was a deficiency of £40,000,000,
in France £42,000,000, in the United States
£45,000,000, and in Canada, in 1921, a
deficiency of £22,000,000.

Mr. G. P. BarNes: Why do you not com-
pare Queensland with the other States?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
T shall compare Queensland with the other
States, but first I intend to take a survey
from * China to Peru.” I intend to quote -
from the ‘“ Daily Telegraph.”

OrposiTioN MEMBERS: Deal with Australia
(and other interjections).

The CHAIRMAN: Order! During the
debate hon. members on the Opposition
benches generally have been thirsting for
information, and they should now give the
Minister an opportunity of furnishing it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The ¢ Daily Telegraph” of 9th May, 1922,
dealing with the South African quesiion,
states—

“ SoUTH AFRICAN RarLwavs.
‘ DEFICITS PILING UP.
““ Report of Speech by the Minister for
Railways, Mr. Jagger.
“'The present position of the railways
was one of grave concern, deficits for
the past year amounting to nearly

£2,000,000.”

There again we find the same tendency as
in England, France, and America. Now
let me take New Zealand. In New Zealand,
according to the ¢ Daily Telegraph™ of
28th July, 1922, a report by the New Zea-
land Minister for Railways stated that the
loss on the railways was approximately
£1,000.000 per vear. Hon. members will
see that we find further Tory Governments

in  other countries with railway defici-
cncies, To come back to the Austrelian
States, as hon. members opposite desire,

taking the Commonwealth figures for 1921
we find—

£
“The Commonwealth railways
lost 455,000
The Western Australian rail-
ways lost ... 408,000
The South Australian rail-
ways lost . 561,000

The Victorian railways lost 651,000
The New South Wales rail-
ways lost . ... 577,000”

Hon. J. Larcombe.}
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We find that all these deficits have taken

place in the home of Tovyism—
[7.30 p.m.] I admit that there has been an

improvement in the meantime in
the nominal returns for Victoria, and that
for the last financial year there was a small
surplus, but that was due largely to the
increase in the fares and freights which weve
imposed. Let me give the Victorian deficits
for a few years past—

£
1914 842,000
1915 337,000
1916 337,000
1017 ... . .. ... 137,000
1918 .. ... 163,000
1919 212,000
1920-21 . 651,000

Now let me pass to Wﬂstern Au:traha—

£
1918 289,000
1919 359,000
1920 .. 400,000
1921 (approximately) 400,000

What a record for Toryism! We find in all
those countries overseas and in every State
in Australia that there have been huge
deficits under Tory Administration, and, 1f
we bear in mind that fact when considering
the Queensland deficits and considering the
criticisms of hon. members opposite, we find
there is nothing exceptional in railway
deficits.  We find them the geneval order of
things throughout the States and throughout
the world.
Mr. Kerso: Only in degree.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
will give the hon. member some percentages
concerning Queensland. The hon. member
for Wyunum asked me to go back a bit, and
I «m going back to 1901—

Railway Deficit,

£
1901 630,000
1902 513,000
1903 437,000
1804 387,000

It i« ctan‘germn to find the enormous deficits
that have taken place under Tory Adminis-
trations in Qucensland. Let me give hon.
members the percentages for the various
years—
Percentage of Deficit
to Expoenditure.

In 1900-1 59.58 per cent.
In 1901-2 51.69 per cents,
In 1902-3 55.30 per cent,
In 1903-4 47.79 per cent,
In 1904-5 34.61 per cent.
In 1922-23 ]y 31.72 per cent.

What have hon. mevnbers to say in reply to
those figures? They come here and criticise
the Government for having a railway defici-
ency when it is only 31.72 per cent. of the
expenditure as compared with 53.51 per cent.
and 55,80 per cent. under their own adminis-
tration. Hon. members opposite have out-
Hercded Herod in the matter of railway
deficiencies. Hon. members opposite would
carefully conceal these figures, but I have
dragged them flom obscurity and put them

into ¢ Hansard.’
Mr. Corsgr: There was a big drought in
1901-2.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS.: I
admit that is quite true; but war influences
and post-war influences and the condition of
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the overseas market have seriously handi-
capped the present Administration. Hon.
members opposite will not accept that argu-
ment; thev will not accept reasons the
Goxelnmont have given from time to time
for the railway deﬁme“ues but they want to
bring forward extenuating circumstances for
the deficits in 1901 and 1002. I admit that
what the hon. member for Burnett says is
quite true. Things were bad then, and they
had some very dry seasons, but so have we
during the last few years. As a matter of
fact, no other Government in Queensland
was ever overwhalmed with war difficulties,
post-war difficultics, drought difficulties, and
every other difficulty as the present Adminis-
tration have hecen. We have never had &
fair ““ go’’ while we have been in power. As
the “ Trustees’ Quarterly Review” points
out, it is ridiculous to make a comparison
with 1814-15 and use it against the present
Administration. because the pre-war stan-
dards have gone. We have post-war stan-
dards, and <e have enormously increased
cosis in railwayv construction, In railway
meterial, and in other necessary things.

Mr. KERR:
Wales.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It

is the same in New South Wales, but they
have had deficiencies too.

It is the same in New South

Mr. Kegr: They have a surplus.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
This vear they have a surplus, but they had
a long sories of deficiencies, and I want to
rommd the hon. member for Enoggera that
in New South Wales they have increased
fares 'md freights to a higher extent than we
have in Queensland. Does the hen. member
not know that they have a smaller area, a
higoer populaticn. and a lesser mileage? He
knows, asz & student, if he considers all these
matters. the enormous advantage that Vie-
toria and New South Wales have over
Queensland in the wmatter of railway adminis-
tration.

Mr. Kgrso: They have a broader gauge
and a greater capital cost.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes; but they have a bigger population to
carry that extra capital cost. Fon, members
opposite during the_election campaign said,
““We are going to_build more railways; we
are not going to dismiss any men; we are
not going to reduce wages; we are not going
to increase fares and freights; and we are
soing to bring about a railway surplus.” It
15 impossible for hon. members to do all that
they promised and produce a railway surplus.

Mr. Krrso: Give us the net earnings and
the porcentage on capital.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I have given those figures already, and I
da not intend to go back. These comparisons
reveal many things. They reveal the fact
that railway deficiencies exist in all coun-
tries—in Tory-governed States and in other
parts of the world—and that they existed
i Q@uecnsland to a greater extent under
previous Administrations than has been
the case under Labour rule. We must not
forget the fact that deficits amounting to
£8,000,060 were built up under anti-Labour
Administrations in Queensland. When there
were no great war influences to deal with,
that enormous deficit was built up in this
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Siate under an anti-Laliounr Government. I
am not saying whether it is right or wrong
that it should ha\e been built up, but it
wis built up: and, wwhen we bear that fact
in m'ud we realise there is no fault attach-
able to the present Government for having
railway delictencies during the last fow years.
It is ner denied by the Clovernment that
we have had deficiencies, but we sax our
opponcents had deficiencies also.

Mr. Kepr: But taxation was much less
then. anrd they had a general revenue
surplus.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
That does not affect the question under dis-
cussion at all.

Let me deal with the reasons for the
deficits. et me summarise in a few words
what I desire to say.

“1 No increase in fares and freights

for nearly four years.
““ 2. Substantial reductions in freights
to help the mining, meat, and dairying

industries.

‘3. Low freights on agricultural pro-
duce.

© 4. Bubsidy  on  agricultural  lines—
by meeting losses from Consolidated
Revenue,

¢ 5, Comparatively low passenger
fares.

6. Abolition of railway guarantee
tax.

* 7. Increased working
tuel, stores, and matelml

8. Increased wages—better conditions
to cmployees.

“9, Effects of war.
“10. Large area;
large railway mileage.

‘11, Building for the future as well
as the present.’”

I would like to emphasise point 11—
“Budf‘mp for the future as well as for the
present.” In our Burnett scheme, on the
North Coast line, in the Dawson Valley
irrigation scheme, in the Tara-Surat railway
and other such schemes, we are building not
only for the present but for the future and
posterity.
Mr. KELso:
do that too?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The Tory Government never conceived such
schemes for the people of Queensland as
these great schemes I have mentioned. I
would like hon. members to point to any
land settlement scheme like the Upper
Burne’rt scheme.

Mr. CORSER (Burneti): I rise to a point
of order, The hon. member has challenged
us to compare the system of railway con-
struction, and, when we endeavoured to
criticise 1t, we were prevented by the Chair-
man, who stated it was a matter for discus-
sion on the Loan vote. Is the Minister in
order in disrussing the Loan vote?

At 7.40 p.m,,

Mr. DuxstaNn (Gympie), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Have we not just let a contract for nearly
£400,000 in connection with a sugar-mill?
That will help to transform Northern
Queensland. By increasing production and
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providing 1nclea~ed tonnage for our rail-

ways we shall increase the population and
plospeufy of Queensland.

Having touched upon the reasons for the
deficit in Queensland, I want to touch briefly
upon onc or two of them in defail. First
of all, take the increased working costs with
respeet to the following items:—

Fuel cost—

£
1914-15 215,000
1922-23 401,000
Increasc . . 186,000
Stores and Contmgencles—
1914-15 .. 452,000
162223 714,00C
Increase . 262,000
Salaries and W aﬂfes—
1914-15 1,743,000
1922-23 3,558,000
Increase 1,815,000
Mr, Costerro: We are not responsible
for that.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

The increase in the last eight years has been
greater than the actual value was in 1914-
1915. I say that, owing to the increased
cost of living and the way in which the ser-
vice was starved before the present Govern-
ment came into power, that increase is
justifiable and unavoidable. If you are to
have a contented service and harmony and
efficiency, you could not have withheld the
increases which have been granted.

Mr. Krerso: What about the revenue?
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

In Queensland the increase in revenue from
increased rates has been the lowest in Aus-
tralia. We have not increased our revenue
by means of increased freights and fares
every year.

The hon. member for Burnett referred to
the matter of the increased cost of material,
1 want to give the reason why those increases
rook p)au\ It was due largely to the
increazed prices of stores and material. In
1915 the percentage increases for the follow-
ing items viere:—

: Percentage of

Ttem. Increase.
Flat-spring steel ... ... 223
Steel plates ... 144
Wire nails ... . 118
Mild steel bar 104
Rarbed wire ... 103
(lfement .. 6l
Rails ... . ... 63
Coal ... .. 8r

Can any hon. member seriously read those
figures and then say that a comparison with
1914-1915 i3 fair to use against the present
Government? I have here a circular which
was issued by the Victorian Government to
1u~hfv their increases in fares and freights,
i which they point out the enormous
increases which have taken place in the past
two vears in Australia. They give reasons
similar to what have been given here in
Queensland.

Mr. Kerr: Do they justify it?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
They justify the increase in fares and
freights. I can understand the hon. member

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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for Enoggera being favourable to increased
fares and freights.

Mr. Kerr: I did not say so at all.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I understood the hon. member for Enoggera
to say so yesterday.

Mr. Kerr: You cannot show me where
I said it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I can give the hon. member the speeches
of other hon. members opposite, and I will
do so.

Let me mention the matter of the repeal of
the guarantee provisions of the Railways Act.
This is an aspect of our railway administra-
tion that we should take pride in. We have
saved In revenue the sum of £2,736.357 as
the result of the repeal of the guarantee pro-
visions of the Railways Act, That has been
a bold policy, yet the revenue has suffered
to that amount.

Mr. Corser: That is the Country party’s
policy.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The true Country party—the Labour Govern-
‘ment—repealed those provisions.

Mr. CorsEr: In what year did you repeal
them? Did you repeal them in 19137

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
There was no repeal before the Labour Go-
vernment came into power. The Labour
Government repealed the guarantee provi-
sions of the Railways Act.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We voluntarily surrendered that enormous
revenue that I mention. Hon. members
opposite cannot deny those facts.

Mr. TayLor: Show the losses in revenue
which have occurred through the repeal of
the guarantee provisions of the Railways
Act.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I will give the figures supplied to me by
the department with regard to the losses—

Loss 70 REVENUE.

1912-13 57,214
1913-14 83,409
1914-15 79,734
1915-16 120,000
1916-17 191,000
1917-18 296,000
1918-19 345,000
1919-20 350,000
1920-21 354,000
1921.22 470,000
1922-23 . 390,000

Total £2,736,357

It is true, as the hon. member for Enoggera
says, that it is a matter of policy, and the
Government, rather than continue that most
unfair class tax, repealed it, but we sacrificed
an enormous revenue thereby.

Mr. Kmvg: What about the Belmont tram-
way? Will you take that over?

The SHECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That is a matter I cannot discuss at present.

Mr. Kgrr: Do you know that the Enog-
gera guaranteed railway paid you about
10 per cent. or 11 per cent.?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I am nct speaking of the lines that pay.
I am speaking now of the losses on the lines
that were guaranteed and that are not
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paying now. We are losing £2,736,357 which
we would have got had we puxaued "the policy
of the party oppositc and continued the
guarantee provisions of the Railways Act.

Mr. Corser: You imposed a land tax and
got over £2,000,000 by it.

The SECRETARY FCR RAILWAYS:
The Railway Department has nothing to
do with the land tax. Further, there is a sub-
stantial exemption in connection with the
land tax, whercas the railway guarantee was
an Illlql,IItOle tax, imposed on every pro-
ducer in a district without any exemptlon
Let me pass on to other important points.

I have given the increased working costs
and the “loss of revenue through the repeal
of the guarantee provisions of the Railways
Act, and I want to give the concessions in
freight which the Government have been
responsible for during the last twelve months
in the dairying, cattle, and various other
industries I have mentioned. The freights
on cattle, frozen beef, pigs, cream, fodder,
starving stock, and dairy products were all
reduced by the Government, and our loss was
over £200,000 during the last financial year
because of that reduction. Will hon. members
opposite say we did wrong? We lost that
amount of revenue, but the country was in
difficulties, the farmers were suffering, and
that assistance enabled those producers to
remain on their farms, and the concession
was absolutely justifiable.

Let me give another reason for the defici-
euncy. Take the branch agricultural lines. In
1914 there were fifty, in 1922-23 there were
seventy-eight. The mileage in 1914 was 2,292,
and in 1923 it was 2,268. The capital invested
in 1914 was £14,000,000 and in 1922-23 it was
£21,000.000. The loss last year on these
branch agricultural lines was over £1,000,000.
So that hon. members will see that an
enormous proportion of our deficiency is
caused by the losses on agricultural lines
which are doing so much to provide settle-
ment and develop the country. It is, as it
were, a subsidy for country development, and
I ask hon. members to bear in mind that the
New South Wales anti-Labour Government
are even now contemplating the passing of
legislation which will have the effect of giv-
ing to the Railway Commissioners every year
an amount approximating the losses on the
agricultural lines. That is to say, if the
deﬁmenev on such railways amounts to
£1,000,000 a sear, the Government will pay
to the Commissioners £1,000,000 as part of
their revenue. They contemplate adopting
the policy which we have been pursuing in
Queensland for yecars but which hon. mem-
bers opposite repudiate, but the wisdom of
which the Tory Government of New South
Wales have been forced by pressure of cir-
cumstances to realise. T ask hon. members
to bear in mind these things—the loss of
revenue by reason of the repeal of the guar-
antee provisions of the Railways Act, the loss
of revenue because of the freight concessions
I have mentioned, the agricultural line sub-
sidy, the inereases in wages and prices of
fuel and material. All these things are very
1mpo1tant as bearing on railway administra-
tion if we are to get a correct penpectlve
and a true sense of proportion in our
analysis of the railway position. As a matter
of fact, rightly understood, there is no rail-
way deﬁuehcv at all. It amounts to a sub-

sidy for State development. Take the
expenditure on education. Do hon. mem-
bers opposite seriously contend that the
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Department of Public Instruction should pay
or show a profit? We go on year after
vear spending over £1.000,000 on education,
for which we geor no direct return nor any
profit in the same sense as a private educa-
tional institution does. DBut we get an
indirect profit—the education of the boys
and girls, which is an cnormous asset. and
enables us to pay that sum of £1,000.000
annually without any direct return. The
railways stand in a similar relation to our
community. Thev may not give us a direct
return, but agricultural settlement, land
development., mining, and all other phases
of State policy are inextricably bound up
with railway policy and give us an enor-
nious indirect return for our railway expendi-
ture.

Let me call to my aid the ¢ Daily
Telegraph ’’ in support of my contention. On
the 8th November last it said, inter alia, in
a sub-leader—

“ There is a sense in which the present
Minister for Railways is right: the rail-
way is a public benefit and not all its
prime cost should be recouped directly
by revenue.”

There is an opinion that railways should not
be asked to recoup to the revenue all the
expenditure they involve in the way which
is suggested by some hon. members opposite.

Just let me give one quotation in con-
clusion on this point from the deputy leader
of the Opposition. the hon. member for
‘Oxley, who, speaking in the Assembly in
February, 1921, stated—

“We know quite well that in matters
of finance, in matters of making our
railways and such like institutions pay.
the question of immigration is of vital
importance, and to contemplate a state
of such dimensions, with such a scattered
population, that in my judgment clearly
gives the reason why so many of our
enterprises fail at the present time.”

Mr. KrLso: Are the Government carrying
out that policy?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Of course. We have provided for it in our
Burnett scheme and other schemes. People
will come here, attracted by the law of
superior advantage, from all other parts of
the world.

Now I want to mention another reason for
the deficiency. I want to show how our
policy in regard to fares and freights com-
pares with that of other States. When the
question was raised yesterday by the hon.
member for Murilla, he said that passenger
fares did not count, that in the country it
was only freight rates that counted. I want
to say that at least 30 per cent. of our
revenue comes from passenger fares, which
therefore arc a very important consideration.
The Government have been considering the
women and children of Western Queensland
by allowing a 50 per cent. reduction on excur-
sion fares once a year to enable them to get
away on a holiday. Our railways suffer in
revenue by reason of that fact.

Mr. Kerso: Do you not think that there
is an increased revenue because of it?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I do not think so. More people may travel,
but on the whole the revenue will suffer.
Let me give a comparison of the first-class
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fares for distances of 200 milss in the different

States—

£ s d.
Qucensland 112 0
New Sounth Wales 2 311
Victoria . .. 117 9
South Australia ... .. 119 3
Western Australia 113 4
Tasmania ... 210

There we find that in the important con-
sideration of passenger fares Qucensiand
ctands lowest in Australia. That is a fact
we should appreciate and be proud of, for
the users of our railways are entitled to the
lowest fares we can afford. Then take the
second-class figures for the same distance—

£ s d.
Queensland 106
New South Wales 17 3
Victoria ... 150
South Australia ... 16 0
Western Australia 1 010

Tasmania ... 17

There we see the advantage that Queensland
again has over other States, and, if we
increased passenger fares and showed a
surplus on the railways, it would only be
transferring the burden which we are now
imposing on the wealthy members of the
community and placing it on the users of the
railways, who in many cases would be men
and women living in the outback portions of
Queensland. . 1 am not going to give the
whole of the figures in comparing freights
and fares in the various States, but I want
to say something about freights. On cattle
the freight per 100 miles is as follows:—

s. .

Western Australia ... 12 6
Victoria 111
New South Wales ... 10 11
South Australia 10 9
Queensland ... .. 8 2

(or, with the 30 per cent.

reduction now given)... 5 8

So we see that the cattle-owners of Qucens-
land are at a great advantage as com-
pared with those in the other States. So
are the sheepmen and so are the dairymen,
because our freights on sheep, creawn, and
agricultural produce-are the lowest in Aus-
tralia. All these facts, combined with the
fact that the increases in our fares and
freights since 1914 have been the lowest in
Australia, and that the revenue has increased
as a result of increased fares and [reights,
have an important bearing on the question of
railway administration. 1 quite understand
that it is not possible for hon. mewbers to
grasp all these figures, even if they so desire,
but my object is not particularly to speak to
rembers of the Committee so much as to
place these figures in ¢ Hansard’’ so that a
comparison can be made. The information
is valuable to members of the Government
party as well as to other members of the
Committee who may desire to peruse it.

Now I come to the important question of
the Opposition’s way out of the railway
deficiency. I want briefly to indicate what
hon. members opposite think should be done
in order to produce a railway surplus. Lot
me quote first from a speech of the hon.
member for Warwick, reported in *° Han-
sard 7’ for 1917, pages 2759 and 2760—

“He was afraid that they were shirk-
ing to a large extent the real poing
which ought to receive first consideration
from the Committee. He contended that

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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the railways should be made to pay. He
believed that the only proper way of
achieving the end the COH]'}11=~\101\01 and
the Governnient should have in view was

by an all-round increase in fares and
freights.”
And then the Hon. J. G. Appel, speaking 1n

September, 1918, as reported in ¢ Hansard,”
pege 2542, said—

“ Bpeaking as a country wmember he
would have no objection to an increase
of freights provided every member of
the community was treated in the same
way. They wished to see them pay, and,
if necessary, the freights would have to
be increased in order to enable that end
to be achieved.”

Hon. J. G. AppeL: And did I not advocate
that this administration of the railways
skould be left in the hands of the Comrais-
stoner ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That is part of the policy the hon. member
thought was necessary in order to make the
railways pay. Now let me quote from the
Rockhampton ¢ Morning Bulletin >’ of 1lth
July, 1923, Inter alia, the editor wrote—

“ Why should these producers and these

users ot the railways have received this
csubsidy,” as My, Larcombe terms it?
Whr should there have been this pre-

ferential treatment? It is not given in
aught else. A user of any other public
utility has to pay hiz share of what that
public utility costs and generally a little
over. Because he is a producer he does
not get the service for less than the man
who Joes not come within that categery.

“ But what cxcuse is there for giving
a ‘subsidy’ Lo the man who has been
long zears on the land, who never from
the beginning had any struggle worth
speaking of, and who, all the time, has
been reaping a rich harvest from his
labours? 7’
That is tne viewpoint given by the
Julletin,’
I disagree.

have

¢ Morning
and that is a viewpolnt with which

Many of the settlers on the land
not had a rich harvest, and it would
be unsound #nd even cruel at the
present time to increase farss and
treights upon country users. The
leader of the Opp051t10n speaking in 1921,
is reported in  Hansard’ as saying—

“The Minister, on the previous
evening, had referred to his (Mr.
Tayler’s) advocacy, some considerable
time ago, of an increase in fares and
freights. IHe was exactly in the same
position to-day with regard to fares and
freights. His opinion was that, before
many months had gone by, fares and
freights would have to be raised again.

““The Secretary for Railways: I said
that our proportionate increase in the
last five years was the lowest.

“Mr. TaviorR: He believed that stato-
ment was correct, but under present con-
ditions, and under the burden they were
carrying, they did not want their freights

[8 p.m.]}

and fares to be th= lowest.

‘“ The Secretary for Railways: That is
where I differ from you.

“ Mr. TavLor: The Minister might

differ from him as much as he pleased.
As he went on he would endeavour to
show why he held that opinion.”

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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Further on in the same volume of ¢ Mansard’”’
the leader of the Opposition is reported as
saring— .
T The Sccretary for Railways: Yes, we
are assisting to develop Ques nsland by
keeping down fares and freights. We
could make up that dzfieit in no time if
we increased the fares and freights.
“ Mr. TayLor: The Government should
inerease them.
“ The Secretary for Railways :
hzmdwap production.
¢ Mr. Tavyror: It would not.
“Mr. Winstanley: Your argument is
that the mones should be taken from the
pockets of the primary producers
“Mr. Tavror: He believed in paying
for services rendered. If services were
rendered to any individual in the com-
munity, that individual had a right to
pay for those services.”
At 8.2 p.m.,
The CHAIRMAN
resumed the chair,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I think those quotations show that hon.
members opposite stand for increasing fares
and freights in Queensland as a way to
eliminate the railway deficiency. That is not
a sound method. It would only intensify the
position instead of removing any evil that
may exist.

1 want now to reply to some other remarks
made by hon. members opposite during this
debate. T have taken up considerable time
in dealing with various points, but I want
to geb those points into ‘‘ Hansard.”

My, Dasz: It is quite neccssary.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
am giving facts and statistics, and not merely
statements and arguments by myself person-
ally or by any other member of this Govern-
ment. I want these facts to be read by the
readers of ““ Hansard” so that they can get
2 more correct appreciation of railway admin-
istrationn than they have had in the past.
W know quite well that there is not much
likelihood of the Press generally reporting in
{vll the reports on railway administration.
Only a fragmentary appreciation can be
obtained by reading Press reports.

Ths hon. member for Burrum referred to
what he tcrmed the shocking housing accom-
modation provided for 1a1lway men, and the
hon. member for Townsville very properly
mentioned that those houses were built by
hon. members opposite when they were on
this side. They were built by their Govern-
ment when they were in power and had
charge of the railway administration.

Mr. MAaxXWELL: Why perpetuate it?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We are not. I will tell the hon. gentleman
what we are doing. During the last four
years we have <pelt approximately £50,000
on accommodation for railway employees.
Compare that with what has been done by
hon. members opposite.  During the last
three years that they were in office they
spent only £10,000. Now hon. members
opposite complaln of the want of attention
to the accommodation for railway fettlers
and others,

Mr. MaxweLL: ‘‘ The Railway Advocate”
tuned you up for the way you are going on,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
“The Railway Advocate’” tunes the hon.

It would

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane)
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zentleman up occasionaily. Tas the hon.
gentleman vead the complimentary remarks
that have been said about me from time to
time? No. He refers to one or two pieces
of criticism. He does not read any of the
letters of appreciation that I receive from
tiue rto tiwe from the railway service of
fJuevnsland, Let me now deal with one or
two other points. 1t will be a long time
before the Opposition ask for the Railway
Estimate: to be brought on again out of their
order.  (Laughter.) I think they will be
quite prepared in fature to allow the Rail-
way Estimates to be taken in their proper
order.

Mr. CorserR: We do not mind you stone-
walling then:.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
have cut down my notes to a minimum.
{Laughter.

Mr. Krrso: Your speech will go down to
posterity.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The time I have given to this matter has not
been more than the seriousness and the
importance of railway administration war-
rants. Ion. members opposite would not
expect me to sit down and listen to their
criticism for two or three days without reply-
ing.

Mr. TAYLOR: You have taken the wind out
of the sails of the Secretary for Public
Works,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member for Burrum complained
that coal was conveyed from Ipswich to the
Gympie district, whercas he argued that coal
should have been purchased from Ioward.
The hon. member overlocked the fact that
the coal from Bundamba cost the department
20s. 2d. per ton, and the coal from Howard
cost 27s. Td. per ton. How could you expect
the  Railway Department to pay that
difference of 7s. 5d.?

Mr. G. P. Baryveg: A few wyears ago the

Jdepartment sent coal from Bundamba beyond
Maryborough.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The department takes the basic price of coal
and then considers the freight, and makes
the best possible bargain. That is done by
the Commissioner, ‘ )

Mr. Roperrs: There was another
for getting the coal from Bundamba.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member for Burrum also referred
to excursion train: in the Childers district.
and stated that the Railway Department had
given the monopoly to the Australian Labour
party in that distriet in connection with run-
ning frains during the summer season. Such
an unfair statement is absolutely incorrect.
No such monopoly has been given. The Aus-
tralian Labour parts in that district has only
been placed on the same footing as any other
organisation. I would not have dealt with
this matter only that the statement was made
unwarrantably. and I want to give it a
denial. The hon. member also spoke abous
the quality of the coal. The department has
appointed coal viewers to examine the coal
at the pit head, with the result that there
has been a considerable improvement in the
quality of the coal used by the department.
The department has issued a guide to loco-
molive men, giving instructions as to the

reason
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method of firing, and giving many other
Liints. As the result of :hat action there has
been substantial cconomy effected in the coal
consumptioti.

On this question the Commissioner has fur-
nished me with a repors from which 1 quote
this extract—

“The efforts made to lessen the con-
sumption of coal have resulted in a reduc-
tion from 57.2 cwt. to £4.2 cwt. per 100
engine miles during the past twelve
months, the difference being equivalent
to about 21,000 tons of coal, worth over
£22,000.”

That is an indication that there has been no
laxity, and that the Commissioner. his
officers. and the whole of the staff are anxious
io economise and bring about the best pos-
sible resnlts for the department.

The hon. member for Burnett spoke of the
condition of the engines, carriages, wagons,
and stations. He said the department should
Jook to their rolling-stock and stations.
Such a remark would lead to the conclusion
that the Railway Department was lax m
attending to engines, carriages, wagons, and
stations. As a matter of fact, this matter
is carefully followed by the Commissioner
and his officers. I have a veport here dated
9th July last, which I called for, dealing with
engines, carriages, wagons, and stations.
The Commissioner in that report said that
the engines, carriages, wagons, and stations
are in a better state of preservation to-day
than thev were in 1814, Although no parade
is made of the altention given to these
matters, attention is constantly given to
them. and a report is called for from time
to time, and an indication given to tl}e
Minister and the Cabinet by the Commis-
sioner as to the condition of the rolling-
stock, stations, and all other such matters.

Mr. Kgrso: Did he mention 19147

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
He mentioned 1914, because I asked for a
report in consequence of the remarks of hon.
members opposite last year. It was stated
then that the engines, carriages. wagons.
and stations in 1814 were in a much better
state of repair than thex were in 1922.

Hon. J. (. Avren: They have all just
recently been painted.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The report is dated July last, and the Com-
missioner and his officers say that no less
attention is given to these matters to-day
than was the case in 1914. The Commis-
sioner and his officers are anxious to preserve
the cngines, carriages. wagons, and stations.

There have been many other points men-
{ioned during the discussion, but 1 will not
touch upon them now. I can assure hon.
members that they will receiva careful con-
sideration. It is the policy of the officers
»f the department to have the remarks of
hon. members carvefully analysed, and if
eonveniont. we do not hesitate to act upon
them.  (Hear, hear!)

Question put and passed.

SOUTHERN DIVISION.
The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:
I beg to move—
“That £2,895.897 be
¢ Southern Division.” ”’

Hon. J. Larcombe.]

granted for
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Mr., KERR {(Frnoggera): After listening to
the reararks of the Minister cne would not
like to vefer again to railway matters.
(Hear, hear! and laughter.) I do not think
for a moment that he has defended the whole
position.

The CHAIRMAN : Order

Mr. KERR: I am going to discuss a
matter in regard to the administration so far
as it relates to the Southern Division. 1
want to refer to the metropolitan traflic, and
I will refrain from touching on the Chief
Office.  Anyone who has travelled for a
number of years over the suburban lines
must admit that the facilities are totally
insufficient to meet the requirements of the
community.

Mr. Pease: It is all right out at North-
gate. .

My, Kr1so: You live out there.

Mr. PEssE: I have never had one late
train.

Mr. KERR: The conditions have only to
be examined during the busy part of the day
at Central Station to recognise that every-
tk:)hmg in this connection is not as it should

e.

Mr. PEssE: You are wrong.

Mr. KERR : The conveniences do not meet
the requirements. Another system is neces-
sary in order that those requirements can
be wholly met. I am not going to say that
people are walting on the station to be
taken to their homes in the suburbs—that
would be untrue. At the same time
travellers at certain hours of the day have
to suffer because the trains are overcrowded.

Mr. Pesse: Have you ever been in & tram-
car?

Mr. KERR: I am not talking about tram
cars.

My, Pesse: You ought to compare the rail-
ways with the trams under private enterprise.

Mr. KERR: The tramways are not under
the administration of the Commissioner,
aithough his s wretary is chairman of the
Trust. I do not want to tackle this question
from the point of mizmanagement. In my
opinion the very best is being done to cope
with the situation.

I want to dircet the attention of the Min-
1ister to a question which is of vital import-
anca to Brisbane and the metropolitan area.
When speaking previously on this question, I
mentioned the fact that a large amount of
the revenue of the railways—possibly between
70 per cent. and 80 p:r cent—comes from
the metropolitan area of Brisbane—that is
within a radius of 25 miles. If that is so,
and the trains are overcrowded and the
system is unable to cope with the situation, it
is reasonable to ask the Government to take
further steps to mect the situation. I am
not going to weary the House with figures
after the specch of the Minister, as the
hon. gentleman made an effort to prove
practicallv everything from his point of view.
I am going to quote a few figures to show
that my demand—and it is a demand—should
receive the consideration of this Government.
I do not want 10 go into the question of the
deficit or the over-capitalisation of the rail-
ways. If it is a fact that my proposals will
mean a greater capitalisation and a greater
deficit, it is time that another Government
came into office to try and deal with the
question. If that event happened, money

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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that has been unwiscly expended would nos
be expended in those channels but would br
spent in roproductive works.  That is the
whole question in a nutshell, but I have no
desire to discuss it now. I have given a good
deal of thought {o the question that I have
raised, and I asked the Minister recently— .
“In view of the electrification of the
suburban railways of Victoria, have the
Government any policy in this connec-
tion so far as Queensland is concerned 77

The answer of the Minister was—

“No action is contemplated in this
direction at present.”

Considering the way that Brisbane, as the
capital city, has progressed during the last
few years, I am justified on behalf of my
constituents in asking for a better system to
meet the requirements of the people residing
in the suburbs. I have taken at random from
the report of the Commissioner certain
figures since 1914. I want first of all to take
a statlon in my electorate, Alderley. The
statistics show that since 1914 the number
of passengers, exclusive of season-ticket
holders—I emphasise that—has increased by
81,000. Indooroopilly, another station in my
clectorate. has increased its traffic during the
same period by 117,000. The figures show
that the traffic from Eagle Junction has
increased by 186,000, Yeronga by 62,000,
Manly by 49,000, and Nundah by 79,000.

Br. Prase:
Nundah.
Mr. KERR : I know that.

Mr. Prast: But you say that these stations
are in your clectorate.

You arc not the member for

Mr. KERE: I am here not only io repre-
sent my own electorate—I look after that all
right—I am here to represent the intercsts
of Queensland as a whole. T hope that T am
not so narrow that I only look after mx own
electorate, I realise that the metropolitan
apca, within a radius of perhaps 10 miles
from Brisbane, is paying a very handsome
return to the Railway Department. We
that not so, we should not be able to m
meny of our extensions or to build railw

roe

into the country where they are badiy
required. I am noi placing country against
city; I merely want to point out that the

metropolitan area is providing revenne that
enables us to keep our country railways
raing. Let me take the guaranteed railways.
Through efluxion of time, the guarantee o
the railway from Mayne Junction to Enocgera
has expired. The railway was opencd on 5th
February, 1899, and was guaranteed under
the Ratlways Guarantee Act of 1895, The
guarantee .apsed through effluxion of time
on 4th February, 1913. There was no occasion
fcr that guarantee, because the line paid
£5 19s. 5d. per cent.—a handsome return.
In 1914 it paid handsomely. Since that date
the number of passengers has gone up by
197 per cent., and the revenuc has increased
by 152 per cent. That refers to traffic to
Alderler. Enoggera traffic has increased
slightly. Enoggera and Alderley conjcinily—
and this is applicable to every other section
of the metropolitan area—have increased by
134 per cent. in their passenger traffic, by
264 per ceunt. in the amount received from
passengers, and 204 per cent. in the amount
of revenue outwards. If it was paying a
handsome return of nearly 6 per cent. in
1634 and there have been further increases—
even taking into consideration the additional
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working expenses—T estimate that the line to
Enoggera is paying in the vicinity of 9 per
cent. or 10 per cent. to-day. The line has
been capitalised from £54, 110 when it ran
to Enoggera, to £480,844 in 1922 after the
extension was made. The loss in working
te-day iz on account of the addition of the
Dayboro section.  Dayboro is a_couniry 81%-
trict and is entitied to the railway. I do
rot think that we should debar the country
districts from having a railway, but the city
people should carry a p01t10n “of the burden
of ta\atmn meurred by the extension. To-day
we are losing £30,129 on that railway. There
has been a duphcatlou from Mayne Junction
to Newmarket and £59,000 was voted towards
carrying out the work., That extra duplica-
tion has capitalised the railways « little
more.

We should endeavour to overcome the over-
crowding that now exists on our suburban
1a11v~m< to avoid having such a number of
people having to stand for considerable
distances when travelling in our trains. I
think the policy of the Government is wrong
in this matter. No benefit will accrue so
long as the Government continue their policy
of traking no action in this connection. Now,
T am not here to make love to the Govern:
ment., (Government laughter.)

Hon. ¥. T. BRENNAN :

Mr. KERR: I am here to advance reasons
why the Government should carry out
improvements on the railways. If the
Government in their wisdom are ﬁlﬂr\("ally
cmbarrassed, that is their ¢ pigeon,” and
the people should not \uﬁel for it. The
(wmelnmcnt should set about 1n=t1tutmg a
cheaper system for the metropolitan area.
The advantages would be numerous. At pre-
sent there are 27,000.000 passengers carried
in Queensland annually, and of that number
70 per cent. to 80 per cent. are carried in
the metropolitan area. I am speaking on
behalf of that area and from an cesnomical
point of view, More duplications and more
stations are vequired. We nced a station
between Taringa and Indooroopilly. We
nesd a duphcailon of the Enoggera railwar.
The Alderley station is_insufficient for the
present requirements. It is unfortunately
placed, and there is a likelihood evers day
of an aceident ocenrring there; the platform
is too low. The difficulties of the Iinoggera
line have not been overcome. I vealise that
the attention of the administration depends
upon the financial policy of the Government—
consequentiy the attention that was necessary
has not been given.

You are a flirt.

Tn 1812 a Commission was appointed in
Vicioria with a view to considering the elec-
trification of Victorian suburban railways.
The result was that the system was adoptcd
The original estimate was <0mewhelc in the
region of £2.250,000, inclusive of power-
hcme and cquipment.  For nine yesrs they
have been progres:ing in this work. I believe
the ougmﬂ length was to be 143 miles, and
aver 100 miles have already been (‘OHSHULth
They have converted certain canlaor:, and
the additional efficiency, judging from a
perusal of reports, is “Yemarkable. There
are other important factors. A more frequent
service is established, therefore people do
not have to stand up in the trains as they
are doing here to-day. The cost is less;
especially does this refiect itself in regard to
off hours. Instead of six cars being in use,
they have reduced the number to four. "Then
there is automatic signalling and a higher
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speed. There is a saving in every half hour
of four or five minutes, which would be of
gveat assistance to our Commissioner in his
metropolitan policy.

Perhaps it is not fair to make a comparison,
between Brisbane and the larger cities of
the world. I have here a plan of the under-
ground railways of London, and, if hon.
members have not seen it, they may look at
this plan. 1 am not suggesting that we
should start an underground system. It will
probably be fifty years before that is needed,
but the time is opportune for improving

our present system. I ask the

[8.30 p.m.] Minister, with a view to altering

our present system, to go to the

South side at a busy hour of the day, to
go to Brunswick Street, or to Roma Street.
Everyone knows that Roma Street Station is
not pleasing to the eye. Go to the Central
tation at a busy time of the day, and I am

sure the Minister will come to the couclusion
that some alteration is necessary to enable
the Commissioner to handle Lis traffic in a
proper wmanner; yet the Government say
they have no policy in this connection.

Hon. F. T. Brex¥aN : Who said they have
no policy?
Mr. KERR: The Minister, in reply to a

gquestion of mine, said no action is contem-
plated at the p10~ent time. I would like
the Minister to indicate to the Committee
whether he is not of the opinion that the
people who contribute the revenue shonuld
have greater conqduatmn We have a pre-
Cedout not only in other parts of the world
but in other parts of Australia. Although
our population may be small as com;mred
with that of Melbourne, we have to remem-
ber that we have 70,000,000 passengers in
Queensland, and the trains in the metropoli-
tan area are well patronised. Electricity is
becoming more ponulal cvery day, and,
instead of building a further deviation from
Mayne to Newmarket at a cost of £60,000,
we would be well advised to convert our
railways to an clectric system. The return
would justify it.  The short electric lines.
in Melbourne are paying a great deal more
than interest and working expenses, and we
arc justified in seeking progress in this con-
llOCthH I have given this matter a good
deal of consideration, and I commend the
proposal te the \Ilnl:t(}l and trust that he
will give an assurance that this question will
not be overlooked by the Government.
sincerely hope that he will give it the atten-
tion its nLwportance dGbClVC"

Mr, CORSER (Burnctt): In dealing with
the administration of the railways I must
refér to a vemark made by the Minister.
He claims that the amount debited to the
Railwav Department for loss on railways
built under the guarantee principle, since
they have been constructed, amounted to over

£2.000,000.

The SECBETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Since the
repeal of the Act.
Ay, CORSER: That makes it worse;

because sincc the Government have been in
power

The bH AIRMAN: Order! I do not wish
to block the hon. member, but he will hardly
be in order in traversing a statement made
on a previous vote.

Mr. CORSER: The Minister claims that
over £2.000.000 was lost on the few railways
that were built under the guarantee. How
can that be possible when on ths whole

Mr. Corser.]
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railway administration during that time there
was a total loss of only :BWCOO 000. I do
not know how he made his computation.
How can we be expected to take his figures
as correct?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :
tation was made by
officers,

\Ir CORSER : The Minister wishes to take

redit for wiping that off.

'Ihe SECRETARY ¥OR RAILWATS:
a loss to the Government.

Mr. CORSER: It is made up in another
way, The ‘Government introduced other
‘taxation to make it good.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will not pursue that line of
argument

Mr., CORSER: It has been claimed that
the wiping out of the guarantee is to the
<redit of this Administration.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I have already
ruled that the hon. member is not in order
on this vote in replying to any criticism
offered on a previous vote. If the hon.
gentleman wishes to reply to the Minister, he
should have risen when the Minister resumed
his seat.

Mr. CORSER: I am not saying this in
criticism of the Minister at all. I say for
the information of the Committee that it is
just as well, particularly as there are so
many new rnembera who were not here in
1914, to remember that the abolition of the
-guarantee——

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon, mem-
ber is not going to get round my ruling in
that fashion. If the hon. member refers
to it any further, 1 will ask him to resume
his seat.

Mr. CORSER: I was only going to say
that I woved the abolition of the guarantee,
but I am not going to say it now. Fourteen
on the Government side \'otcd againsg it and
only seven supported our party.

The CHAIRMAN: Order:
member address the chair?

Mr. WrigsT: How did the present Secre-
tary for Railways vote on that question?

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member knows
that T would be out of order in answering that
question. It is just as disorderly for hon.
members on the other side to interject as it is
for me to take any notice of them. Since
I am not permitted to pursue that argument
—since I am not permitted to say that I
Srst moved the abolition——

The CHAIRMAN: Order! If the hon.
member does not obey my ruling, I will
deal with him. T hope I shall not have to

call him to order again. The hon. member
knows sufficient of parhamentmv practice to
know that he has an opportunity of dealing
with that matter if he so wishes.

Mr. CORSER: We are not able to deal
with the administration of the traffic, main-
tenance, and locomotive branches, 1nvoh1nO‘
an e*(pondltule of nearly £3,000,000. as we
should, owing to the fact that we have not
got the Commissioner’s report.

The SECRETARY FOR RALwavs: You asked
for the Railway Estimates to be brought on.

Mr. CORSER : We asked for the Estimates
and the Minister said he was ready. He
swas ready but his report was not. IHe went
through the report himself and said it was
the mmost complimentary report the Govern-

. [Mr. Corser.
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the Minister and his

I say it 1=

Will the hon.
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ment ever received, but nobody else knows
anvthing about it. We have to accept that
statement because we have no knowledge of
the report. We cannot deal with tho vote as
we should because the Minister [ld\ not
provided us with the report of the Commis-
sioner.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
it in October.

Mr. CORSER: We are supposed to get
it when the Minister claims he is xoady
T was going to deal with the guarantee prin-
ciple. but as I am not pomntted to deal
with that question I will not say it was the

You always get

fault of the Government that it was not
abolished long before, because fourteen
Labour members voted with Mr, Derham

against my motion for abolition in 1914,
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Heppely: In reply to
the hon. member for Enoggera 1 want to say
that the Government are not viewing lightly
the question of the electrification of the
metropolitan and suburban railway service,

but it is financially impossible for us to take
any action at the present time. In Victoria
they have a very small area, a very big

population, and a very big revenue. They
certainly have electrified portions of the
metropolitan system, but it has been a very
costly job. It has cost at least 100 per cent.
more than the original estimate. Queens-
land, with its small population, largc mile-
age, and a £50,000,000 capitalisation. is nof
ahle 1mmed1ately to consider the question of
the electrification of our railways.

Regarding the question of handling the
traffic and over crowding, that is a complaint
that frequently arises, not only in Queensland.
but in other parts of Australia. I have a
letter written to the Brisbane ¢ Courier ”
last year concerning the overcrowding of
trains. It 1s rather a complimentary letter
and is written by Mr. William ¥ Estrange.
In this letter he points out that the
cvercrowding in Queensland in the metro-
politan area is no, greater than it is
in other States in Australia, and certainly
was not as great as on the tram system at
that time. The question of providing
adequate accommedation for pastengers will
always receive carcful consideration. The
Commissioner stated a few days ago that
260.000.000 passengers have been handled on
the railways without any accident resulting
from defective rollinz- stock. That is a very
fine record, and shows that wverv often
charges of ¢ dangerous rolling-stock” are

made without real justification. I will have
the question of the elecirification of the
metropolitan and suburban services inquired
into and an approximate cost made out. but
I do not want to mislead the Committee. I
do not want any hon. member to think there
is any possibilify, during the currercr of the
present Parliament at any rate, that we shall
e able to clectrify our cenxcm in the
metropolitan and suburban areas.

Mr. Xgpr: Will you publish the report?

The SLECRETARY TOR RATILWAYS:
Yes.

Question put and passed.

CENTRAL DIVISION.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, feppel) : I beg to move—
“ That £827.076 be granted for °Cen-
tral Division.” ”
Question put and passed.
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NORTHERN DIVISION.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 1

‘heg to move—
‘“ That £916.55¢ be granted for ¢ North-
ern Division.”
Question put and passed.

DepARTMENT OF PPUBLIC WORKS.
CHIEF OFFICE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{(Horn. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): I beg to
move—

“ That £22,630 be granted for © Depart-
ment of Public Works—Chief Office.” "
This is a decrease of £88 on last year's vote.
It there is any matter in regard to which
hon. members desire Information, I shall be

very pleased to give it.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): There
are one or two matters about which we
should get some information at this juncture.
The Minister is unlike the Secretary for
Railways, who supplied us very fully with
information.  The Secretary for Public
Works, apparently, is going to proceed on
opposite lines and ask us to fish out informa-
tion for ourselves. We would like to know
what the personal expenses of the Minister
himself have becen in connection with the
‘department.

‘The SecReTARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
give you that now—=£607 2s, 1d.

How. W. H. BARNES: I am very much
9b11ged to the hon. gentleman. I at one time
had the honour of presiding over this depart-
ment, and during all the years I was there
the probability is that my total expenses with
that and other departments did not amount
to that sum. One can quite understand why
there has been such a desire to keep this kind
of information back.

The Secrerary rFor PusrLic Womksg: Of
course, the question of valuc enters into it.
{Laughter.)

Hox. W. H. BARNES: That adds to the
enormity of the offence. (Laughter.) If the
general public had to gauge the value, wo
“know what the decision would be. The hon.
gentleman may be very good in some direc-
tions, but it is just as well that he should be
advised or he may get very vain.

The Srcrerary ror Pusnic Works: If I
‘got very vain, I would be morely following
your example. )

Hox. W. . BARNES: It will be a happy
day for the Minister, and it will be a good
-day for the State, when he follows my
example. The Department of Public Works
has to do with the question of the employ-
ment of labour, which is a very vital matter
just now, and notwithstanding the faci that
there is an Act under which unemployment
is relieved, it is patent that there 1s a very
large number of unemployed pcople to-day.
and the position is becoming exceedingly
acute. I do not know the real reason for it.
There may be some reason which the Minister
can explain. The fact remains that a great
number of people find themselves without
work, and I cannot conceive of anything
more distressing than men being unable to
get work.

Hon. F. T. BreExxax: They are coming
here from New South Wales.

Hon. W. . BARNES: This is a Ministry
of excuses. The Assistant Minister, who has
recently entered the Cabinet, says that they

I will
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are coming from New South Wales. That
may be so, but we know of people who have
been resident in Queensland for a great many
years who unfortunately find themselves out
of work. This is one of the things which we
ought to tackle in carnest and see if there
is any way out of the difficulty.

1t is of interest to know what the attitude
of the department is likely to be in connec-
tion with buildings in the future. First ef
all. T would refer to the Hamilton cold steres.
to which the following reference was made
in the report of the Depariment of Public
Works in 1922 :—

« Fstimated cost: Buildings, £125,000;
refrigerating machinery, electric plant,
expansion piping, conveyor, ete., £75,000;
wharf, £34,000; railway siding, £21,500;
total, £255,000.

* * * it

“The office block is nearing comple-
tion, and the cold storage and machinery
buildings arc in course of construction.
All reinforced piles are driven, the rein-
forced concrete floor of the compressor
house and the machine beds are cast,
and a commencement has been made with
pouring the flat-slab ground floor of the
storage chambers and the walls of the
compressor house.”

The total expenditure to 30th June, 1923, was
£911,097. I would like to ask the Minister
if he anticipates getting the Hamilton celd
stores completed for the estimated cost.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Yes.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: We are entitled
to the fullest information. because charges
have been made in previous discussions on
these Fstimates that there has been a good
deal of mismanagement in connection with
those stores.

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLic Works: That is
not so.

Hov. W. I. BARNES: We were told
about purchases which were made which
were not necessary.

The SECRETsRY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You
are referring to Mr. Fletcher’s statement
about cork board. That was explained last
year.

How. W. H. BARNES: It may have been
explained last vear, but we want to know,
quitc apart from that, if cither too much
or too little was purchased.

Tet me draw attention to another fact.
We are told that the Government have been
finding it difficult to obtain stone for the
completion of the Treasury Buildings block
from independent sources, and that they have
been successful in getting hold of a quarry
which is going to give them a very large
supply. We would like the Minister to take
us into his confidence—we ought to be told—
as to the cost. and whether the estimated
supply is likely to be obtained and, gene-
rally. if the stone is such that the huilding
is going to be carried out for the estimate.
I notice in the report of the department
that the estimated amount to complete the
biock is £230,000. I would like to kmnow
whether an cstimate was prepared in the
neual wav by the department before the
bailding was entered upon, becauze I think
the Committee ought to know whether it 1s
likelv to be completed within the amount
stipulated in the estimate. These are days
in which a good deal of correspondence and

Hon. W. II. Barnes.}
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discussion are taking place with regard to day
labour and contract. The Goverament's
policy is day labour, nevertheless it is only
right that we should know for purposes of
comparison what the estimate was and
whether it is likely to be exceeded. I admit
that the intentions of the Government ave to
erect it by day labour, but we have the right
to know how long it is likely to take and
how long it will be before the building will
be available for occupation.

The Works Department, as I have pointed
out previously, has not made much progress
since the days of the Denham Government,
The progress has not been at all satisfactory
in the respect I shall proceed to indicate.
The cost of building has gone up very
materially, but the amount expended by the
department has not been at all commensurate
with the incrcase in the cost of building.
In other words, I make the charge to-night
that the public works have been starved, at
any rate so far asx expenditure out of revenuc
1s concerned, and there is not the amount
of building going on from revenue that
there should be. I admit that there has been
some extra expenditure from the Loan Fund,
but from a revenue point of view there has
been distinct starvation. I know that there
is a desire on the part of many people, includ-
ing members of Parliament, for new schools
in one direction or another, and we ought
to know in these days of increased revenue
whether the majority of the buildings are
to be erected from revenue or from loan.
I hope we shall get information to the effect
that the starvation I have mentioned is not
going to continue,

Before I sit down I wish to ask another
question in connection with the new system
of dealing with the unemployed after they
have been in the State for a certain period.
I think I have a right to know how the
system is working—whether the contribu-
tions which are being made by the various
parties have been very great—whether the
Government think the amount which they
are likely to receive will be sufficient to meet
the demands made on the fund. We notice
all round a tendency to make increased
levies upon the people, and I would like to
know whether the workers are likely to have
to pay an increased levy to mect the require-
ments of that fund. T know, of course, that
if increased revenuc is required from them,
it will be required from other sources also.
The matter 1= such a vital one that I think
the Minister should take the Clommittee into
his confidence. He should also let us know
whether the demands which are going to be
made in other directions for relief are likely
to continue, so that we can judge whether
on the whole the demands of the Govern-
ment as a result of unemployment are going
to be increased or decreased.

The SrcrerTarY ror Pusric Works: Out-
door relief comes under the Home Depart-
ment.

Hox. W, H. BARNES: T admit that it is
a Home Department matter, but they are
linked together. Then I want to refer to
something which has been mentioned time
after time in connection with the Depart-
ment of Labour. The reports which come
in  with reference to unemployment in
different parts of the State are sometimes
exceedingly painful reading, because we find
that in so many places so many persons are
out of work. 'Take Brishane and other

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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centres from which the reports come and you
find that unfortunately a great number of
persons are uncmployed, We have a L@bgur
Government in office, and they are receiving
a tremendous amount of revenue—nearly
double what the Denham Government
received in their last year of office—and
under those ecircumstances there should be
no unemployment. But, notwithstanding
that revenue, and in spite of Labour adminis-
tration, more persons are unemployed to-day
than in the past. I would like to know
whether the hon. gentleman can give us any
assurance that under the mew condition of
things there are brighter days ahead for
the worker.

I hold that the administration of this
department has not gonc in the direction of
helping the worker; it has rather been to his
great disadvantage. We have the right to
Enow what is likely to be_the policy of the
Government in the future in regard to these
things.

Mr. KERR (£noggera): 1 would like some
information from the Minister regarding the
Hamilton cold stores. I understand that at

the present time there is a large

[9 pom.]

staff  emploved at the Roma

Street railway cold stores, and
I would like thc hon. gentleman to state
whether it is his intention to transfer those
men to the Hamilton cold stores when that
building is completed. I understand that
within a verv short time a portion of the
Hamilton cold stores will be utilised for
butter storage. I want to advocate the
potention  of the services. of those men
employed at Roma strect. 1 hope the Minis-
ter will take into consideration the question
of transferring these competent men who
have been employed in the Government
servico for a comsiderable time to the
Hamilton cold stores.

There is another matter that I would like
te mention. I remember distinetly last year,
when the Estimates in connection with the
Department of Public Works were being con-
sidered, the Minister did an injustice to
me by zaving that I desired to mislead the
House when I stated that loan money was
beiun utilized for the building of schools
and asrlums, in the war of endowments for
hospital buildings, and for bridge repairs
and other works, when for many, many years
prior to this Government coming into office
that work was carried out from consolidated
revenue. One must recognise that construc-
tion or repairs in connection with schools,
asylums, bridges, and in connection with
endowments for hospital buildings, should be
a charge upon the taxpayers of this State.
That is to say, that work should be carried

oul—more especially in connection with
endowments for hospital buildings and
schools—from consolidated revenue. To-day

the Government are building schools and
crecting  other huildings out of money
borrowed in the old country which is giving
no return. I ask the Minister where he
thinks he and his policy in regard to this
matter arve going to end. I think it is deplor-
able that such a policy should be found
necessarv, more especially in the face of the
large amount received in revenue. It is
regrettable that the Government should be
called upon to cbtain money from one source
for a certain purpose, when that money
should be paid by way of revenue by the
wealthier class of the community.
Mr. Corrixg: Oh! Say that againl
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Mr, KERR : We find that the Government
have miserably failed to carry out a public
warks policr. The policy of carrying out
the works I have mentioned from Ioan
Funds has only been initiated since the
Labour party came into office, and when they
found that they could not get the money
from another source to carry on. It is
regrettable that they have found it neces-
sary to depend upon loan money from
America and England, instead of upon the
money extracted from the taxpayers to carry
on those works. It is a sad commentary on
a Labour Administration. The Government
say that they are doing the best possible.
It is regrettable that they could be compelled
to call upon the people in America and
England for money to ercct schools, asylums,
ete.

Mr, Coruixs: Do you propose an extra
tax on the wealthy?
Mr. KERR: The community are taxed

more_than they can stand, but the money
is going into the wrong channels.

Mz, CorLins: Do not look so hard at the
hon. member for Wynnum and the hon.
member for Warwick.

Mr. KERR: I am looking at the hon.
member for Bowen.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will look at the Chair.

Mr. KERR : T am looking at you, too, Mr.
Kirwan. On perusing the Estimates for 1914
in connection with this department, I find
that the staff connccted with work carried
o out of revenue numbered eighty-one,
whereas to-day, swhen there is allegedly more
work going on, I find that the staff has
dwindled to sixty-nine, Since this Govern-
ment cante into power they have not only
followed the policy of constructing build-
ings out of loan money, but thev have
transferred  some of the staff previously
engaged in revenue work to Loan Fund,
the salavies of those officers now being
paid out of loan money. If that polier
1= followed 1o a definite end. I do not
know vhere the Government are going to
finish.  We find that it costs £32630 to
pay_ the =alaries of the administrative staff
of the Works Department engaged on works
constructed out of revenue, whilst in 1915 it
cost nearly £3,000 more. No one can tell me
that the duties have not increased since that
time. Notwithstanding the fact that there
has heen a considerable increase in salaries
during that time, there has been a saving
of £3.000 in that particular section of the
department. If you examine the figures con-
cerning the same matter in connection with
work carrvied out from Loan Funds, you will
find that it is many thousands of pounds
more than the figure for the other section
of the department, and is much more than
it was in 1514. Tt is out of reason to think
that a policy of economy js being followed
by spending loan money which is unproduc-
tive. when it could be spent in other avenues
which would provide work. I am not going
to sit down withoui giving the Minister some
figures to prove my statements. In 1915, 28
per cent. of money expended on buildings
was expended from Loan Funds, and the
remaining 72 per cent. was expended from
revenue. In 1823 the position is reversed,
and only 36 per cent. is now expended from
revenue, whereas 64 per cent. is expended
from Loan Funds. The Minister said that I
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was deliberately misleading the Committee
when I spoke on these Estimates last year,
but if he can prove to me that I was
deliberately misleading the Committee in_the
figures I have given, I shall be quite willing
to admit it. 1 am quoting the exact figures,
and the Minister cannot deny my statement.
Since the Minister made that statement I
have never had the opportunity of com-
bating it, but I have never forgotten it. I
am uot going to permit the Minister to tell
me that I deliberately misled the Committee
when my figures and statements were based:
on facts.

The BSECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKs: I will
tell you shortly where the fallacy is creeping
in.

Mr. KERR: If the Minister can prove
that. he is a better hand at that work than
the Secretary for Railways. In 1915 £190,438
was spent on public works from revenue and
£73,855 from loan money. The total expendi-
ture from revenue was 72 per cent. as com-
pared with 28 per cent. from the Loan Fund.
In 1923 the position was reversed, and a total
of £096,008 was expended from revenue, or
36 per cent., and £164,794, or 64 per cent.,
from Loan Funds. Before I sit down I also
want to state that in 1915 we spent over
£2.000 more than the Government are spend-
ing to-day for the same purpose. The total
amount expended by this Government in
1915 on public works was £263,000, while in
1923 it was £2.000 less. I will ask the
Cemmittee if the departure from such a
sound principle as has been laid down by
cvery  Government practically, barring the
Labour Administration of Queensland, can b
justified in any shape or form. The Com-
monwcalth Government have laid it down
that loan money has only to be expended on
such works as post offices, which give a
return. If the Minister desires to expend
loan money to the extent of £100,000 on such
a huilding as the State Insurance building,
and it is going to house the State Insuranco
Deparviment, the Main Roads Board, the
Public Curator, and the other officers who
now occupy it and pay rent, he will justify
the action of the Government in using lean
monecy, as the Government will sccure a
refurn on the money invested and the tax-
paver will not bo called upon to foot the
bill. If. on the other hand, he is going to
expend loan money on unproductive works
such as restoring bridges and building schools
the taxpayer will have to foot the bill. At
every opportunity I am going to take excep-
tion to this policy. I have pointed out that
we have reached a stage, after eight years’
administration under a Labour Government,
when we should pause and take stock. If the
Goverument can substantiate their poliey in
using this exorbitant amount of loan morey
in face of the fact that in 1914 aund for many
vears previous to that this money was never
used for the purposes that it is now used for,
woll and good.

The officials of the department have err-
tainly reconstructed it. I have nothing to
say against them. The Works Department
to-day is on a scund basis. The Under Secre-
tary was kind enough to show me at one stage
his costing syvstem. I found no fault with
it: it scemed to me that the system was
based on a sound knowledge of the require-

ments. It is purely a question of the Govern-
ment. I hope that the Minister will not be
like another Minister and state that hon.

Myr. Kerr.]
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members on this side of the House were out
to criticise the officials of the Government
departments. Those officials are lower paid
than officers holding corresponding positions
in any other part of Australia. Instead of
grumbling, the officers are giving their very
best. The work of the department is being
done well, but the policy of the Government
in spending loan money in that connection
demands a full explanation. Before I con-
clude I would again like to ask the kind
consideration of the Minister to the question
of utilising the services of the cmployees
at the cold stores at Roma Streer in the
Hamilton cold stores.

Mr. KING (Logan): 1 have had the oppor-
tunity of reading the report of the Under
Secretary for Works, and I find it contains
matters of very great interest. One of the
first matters that strikes me, and it has not
been touched on by previous speakers, is in
connection with the State High School in
South Brisbane. I am not saying a word
against the erection of the high school, but I
would like to refer to the report of the pro-
ceedings of laying the foundation of that
building, which took place last Saturday.
The Secretary for Public Instruction is
reported to have stated that, if more land
was required for the purposes of that school,
it would be taken from the park.

Mr. CorLins: What is wrong with annex-
ing that portion on which the bowling-green
has been built? What the ratepayers should

do 1 to pull the fence dewn.
Mzr. KING: That is wanton destruction.
Mr. MaxwirLL: And would lead to litiga-
tion.

Mr. KING : If the hon. member for Bowen
only exercized a little common sense he would
find that he has a right to go on to that
bowling-green if he wishes and no one can
stop him.

Mr. Corrixs: The first thing the rate-
payers ought to do is to remove the fence.

Mr. KING: You have no right to do
that: it is open to vou. The park is one of
the lung spaces for the public, and Brisbane
wants a good many more lung spaces than it
has at the present time.

My, Corrans: That is quite true.

Mr. KING: The Sccretary for Public
Instruction proposes
The CHATRMAN: Order! Order! I do

not wish to stop the hon. gentleman, but I
think he will admit that the matter of
resuming  that portion of the park came
under the administration of the Department
of Public Instruction. So far as I know,
the Department of Public Works has nothing
to do with it except to erect the building.

Mr. KING: I will not transgress.

The CHAIRMAX : Tho hon. member can
discuss that matter on the resolutions when
they come up, if he wishes.

Mr. KING: I am simply discussing the
matter because it arises on the report of the
Under Secretary for Works, but I will not
pursue the subject any further. Further on
in the report I notice that certain remarks
are made sbout the erection of new schools to
the number of twenty-one, and that additions
have been made to twenty-six other schools.
I am very glad to see that. I am grateful
to the Minister for certain repairs made to
schools in my electorate. I do not want to

[Ar. Rerr.
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be accused of working the parish pump, but
I would like to express my gratification and
the gratification of my electors for the work
done at the Dun:llan school. We had some
money spent there. but it was needed. We
also want further additional cxnenditure in
connection with other schools. I would like
to draw the attention of the Minister to the
Coorparoo school.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: I
listening all the {ime.

Mr. KING: The hon. gentleman was not
listening to the nice things that I was saying
about my gratification and the gratification
of the people gencrally in connection with
the improvements to the Dunellan school.
I want the hon. gentleman to go on with
that good work and let us have some addi-
tions. The Coorparoo school badly nceds
such additions. The accommodation is too
little and out of proportion altogether to the
requirements, If the Minister wants to make
a name for himself, he can get busy and let
us have some money out there for improve-
ments.

Hon, J. G. ApprrL: Hear, hear!

Mr. KING: There is another school I
should like {0 mention—one that is in my
electorate—the Junction Park school. It is
a curious thing that just before the last
State elections the Junetion Park peeple were
very anxious io have some fencing done and
could not secure attention to it. At last they
said that, if they were supplied with the
material, they would do the work. The
material was supplied and they prepared to
set about the work, but just before the
elections they received a letier saying that
ihe fencing would be carried out at the
expense of the Government, which was done.
1 think that that action was very considerate
in my interests, because it helped me to gect
a few votes I desire to press the claims of
the Junction Park school. where the accom-
modation is wofully lacking. It is the centre
of a big district, and the accommodation is
altogether insufficient for the demands made
upon the school.

am

Regarding the application which_has been
made for a new school at Sandy Creck and
which was passed by the Department of
Public Instruction, the application being
¢ont on to the Works Department for appro-
val and feor them to find the money, this
was tuwrned down, and the reason given was
that acccmmodation could be found in the
adjoining schools. The only adjoining schools
are Dunellan and .Junction Park. and these
sehools are taxed to their utmost and cannot
tadse any further students. T ask the Minister
to take these things into consideration and
to take a more generous view of the position
and sec that that school at Sandy Creek
which we bave asked for so long will receive
further and more favourable consideraticn.

Going further into the report. it is satis-
factory to note that maternity wards are
mentioned. The report says—

“ A feature of the department’s oprra-
tions during the past year wos the con-
struction of a large nunber of maternity
wards at countiry hospitals, in pursuance
of the Government’s policy of providing
this much-required assistance to vesidents
of country districts throughout the
State.”

That is quite satisfactors. So far as mater-
nity wards and baby clinics are concerned,
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these wmarters will wt all times receive the
Learty o-operation of hon. members on this
sias of the House,

Hon. 3. G, ArpeL: Hear, hear!

Ay, KING: It 1= satisfactory to note that
plans and spec hate been prepared
for maternity wards ar thivty-five hospitals

and that the majority of these are now iu
course of erecrion: also that ther are being
butlt according to a standard design for nine-
and five-bed wards, veadily admitting of
additions.  With regard to baby
. we find that these are being crected
in seven different principal centres of the
State, A satisfasiory feature is that in the
head centre. which is heing established at
Fortitude Vallex, provision is also being
made for the tralning of nurses to take
charge of other clinics in the State. These
are matters, I think, which will be viewed
with a grear deal of eatisfaction by hon.
members on both sides of the House.

There is one further matter that I wish to
refer to before resuming my seat, and which
i also mentioned in the report. That is in
cormection with eleetric light undertakings.
I notice that the Government have granted
a good number of Orders in Council to local
authorities in connection with electric light
undertakings, and reference is also made in
the report to the assistance given by the
Flectrical Engineer of the department, which
assistance has been freely availed of. As one
who is concerned in a lecal aunthorit; to which
an Order in Coureil was granted and which
has a\'ai}ed itself of the services and assist-
ance of the department’s Flectrical Engineer
—I am re frwzm;{ to Mr. Greer—I should like
to express to the Minister the appresiation
of the (oorparco people in allowing Mr.
Greer to give his services in this matter.
Mr. Greer has been exceedingly good. not
cnly in this parilcular undertaking bv the
Coorparoo Rhire Council. but generally in
conncction with the undertakings which have
been carried out by the Joint Metropolitan
Tlectrical Authority, comprising a number
of metropalitan  local authorities. Mr.
CGreer’s services have been cxtensively availed
of, and he has been exceedingly useful. T
am quite surc that the component bodies
making up this Joint Metropolitan Klectrical
Authority are very gratcful and appreciate
his services.

1 again desive to prees upon the Minister
the urgent necessity of effecting certain
improvements in the Coorparoo and Junection
Park schools and of providing a new school
at Sandy Creek,

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): In read-
ing the report, one must be struck with the
prominence given to improvements in works
in the city. There is no lack of work in
connection with the construction of buildings

in the city. These things mect the eve pretty
well at cvery turn. 1 suppose it is right

that the city should enjoy « vers considerable

expenditure over and above the
[9.30 p.in.] expenditure in country districts;

but the country people are con-
stantly complaining that the great bulk of
Government expenditure is taking place in
and aroyud the larger centres of population
while to some extent the country districts are
being neglected. T can assure the Minister
that there is a good deal of dissatisfaction
in the country arising from thls fact. In
making comparisons, they say, “ You fail to
get this, that, and the other thing done in
your centre, while on every hand in Brisbane
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huge buildings are being erecied at Govern-
ment expense.” My cbjecet in speaking is to
point out that the Government may, with
advantage. divect attention to the many neces-
sary buildings required in the country. I
am not far wrong when I sar that for feur
veurs in succession I have had to advocate
the construction of huildings in my own
clocrorate, and I have failed herctofore.
Whilst symipathetic conzideration may have
been given to the matter. yvet the works have
not been carried out. Again and again I
have referred to the nccessity for the erection
of a teacher’s residence at Mouni Gordon, a
settlement a few miles out of Warwick, It
is a very nice school and well equipped, but
there is mo teacher's residence, and the
teacher has to jog in and our to the school
cevery day of his life. In the interests of the
district itself and in the intcrests of the
preservation of the school, it seems to me that
a teacher's residence should be adjacent to
the =chool. I hope the Minister will once
more make a note of the fact that agam a
request has been made for a teacher’s resi-
dence at Mount Gordon.  Then from the
Maryvale centre of my clectorate there comes
a request also for a teacher’s residence. I
have not been on the doormat in connection
with that matter to the same extent as in
regard to Mount Gordon, but the residents
are very pressing in that important matter.
It is an important matter to the people of
the district. I am sure that, if the Secretary
for Public Instruciion were here, he would
be able to confirm my statement that again
and again for several vears the depaltment
has been pressed to supply a very much
neaded want in connection with additions to
the Warwick High School and Technical Col-
lege. Everyone is aware that scarcely in
any place in Quecnsland has education made
the strides that it has done in Warwick.
While a very fine example was set in the
first instance by the Government in the eree-
*1on of the hwh school and technical college

- Warwick, in the last foew years they have
bm\n altogether behind others who have done
distmguished work in connection with educa-
tion. The various colleges at Warwick are
expanding, and the people are showing a
responsive spirit which is a very fine example
to the Government, I am cxtremely anxious
that the Glovernment should not keep behind,
but should bo right to the front and make
every provision which may be requisite for
the pupils of the high school and technical
college at Warwick. I hope the Minister
will give attention to this matter.

Another matter T wish to refer to is the
painting of buildings. I notice that quite
a small sum—about £30,000—is put down
for that purpose, being tho same amount as
was provided last year. It is pitiable to see
buildings going to deoav just for the want
of painting. The old Technical College and
Fligh Schoel vt Warwick., now used as a
Governme#nt building, is a disgrace in that
respect. It is not a very old building, but
it 1% practically in a state of decay through
want of painting.

I was very pleased to see the photograph
of the very fine college that has been opened
below the Range. I wish to take the oppor-
tunity of mentioning that there has lately
been discovered adjacent to Warwick an
extremely fine marble deposit. Bores have
been put down with good results.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORES:
kind of stone is 1t?

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]

What
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: It is white marble.
Borings have shown that there are 150 feet
of solid marble. I only mention this with
the view that we may be able to introduce
the use of marble in connection with our
buildings.

The SECRETARY ToR PUBLIC WORKS : We use
quite a lot of Tlam marble now.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am glad to hear
that, which only adds to the importance of
what I am pointing out to the Minister.
I hope the hon. gentleman will cause some
inquiry to be made in regard to this matter.
There may be deposits of a like nature not
very far from the same locality. At any
rate, a find of great importance has been
made.

The SecRETARY ror PusLic WORKS:
all white?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: It is white marble.
At any rate, it is one that seems to be very
highly prized. It is fairly convenient to the
railway line, and possibly when other rail-
ways are built some day it may be still more
convenient. I hope that the department
will give some consideration to the matter of
usinlg this material in connection with public
works.

Hon. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I
would like to ask the Minister one or two
more questions. I notice that the discussion
has gone along the lines of the needs of
various districts, and I should be wanting
in my duty to my district—I am referring
more particularly to Wynnum South—if I
did not remind the Minister that the district
is growing very quickly, and that the
accommodation at Wynnum South school—
more particularly the land—is very meagre.

The SrecRETARY FOR PuBrLic WoRKs: Was
there not a new school built at Wynnum
about two years ago?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Not at Wynnum
‘South—additions were made to the present
schools. I am not advocating now a new
school—what I am advacating 1% an increased
area of land. It is perfectly certain that,
unless there is an increase in the area of
the land and something is done to give the
children more room—it is really a matter of
economy—the department will find itself
before very long under the necessity of look-
ing for new territory somewhere else. About
twelve months ago land could be purchased
for about half the price at which it is offered
to-day, and I ask the Minister to give some
assurance to-night that this matter will be
arranged. I want to assure him that an
-extension of room is necessary from the stand-
point of the children, but the point which
I wish particularly to impress upon him is
the loss that will come upon the department
unless something is done soon.

The SECRETARY For PTBLIC WoRKS: All the
facts will receive full consideration.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: There is another
matter to which I wish to draw attention.
I notice in the Fstimates that the amount
required for railway fares and freights, print-
ing, stationery. etc., was £2.000 last year
and this year only £1,350 is required. I
assume that the whole amount of the vote
was not spent last vear.

The SecrETARY FOR PuBLic WORKS: The
amount we have set down this vear is about
equal to the amount spent last year.

[Mr. G. P. Barnes.

Is it
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: [ am very much
obliged for the information. 1 thought pos-
sibly that would be the explanarion. There
are one or two other wmatters I weuld like
to mention, although I do nct know whether
I shall be in order in dizcuseing them on this
vote. Assuming that I am, I would like to
draw the attention of the Committie to a
paragraph in the report »f Lady Inspector
Mrs. E. E. Funnelle, of Brisbanc. to be
found on page 36 of the veport of the Diree-
for of Labour—

¢ One thing more I should be very glad
to see altered—that is, voung girls from
cighteen vcars of age have still to work
until 11 p.m. Some of them, living a
long distanee from the city. have to
catch cars and trains after that time.
In my opinion the late night work for
girls  shonld be done away with
altogether.”

The inspector is dealing with work in hotels,
clubs, cafes, and boarding-houses, and I
endorse her remarks most heartily. I think
that she has done signal service in bhringing
the matter under our notice.

The SEcrRETARY FOR PUsLic Works: The
matter was before the Arbitration Court last
week.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I was not aware
of that. I am putting the matter forward
here from the standpoint of the general good.
It is unfair that girls should be employed
anywhere at that hour of the night, and T
hope the Minister will look into the matter
and sec that some relief is given. We have
no right to keep girls out to that hour, par-
ticularly since these are days when we are
out to improve the hours of work.

There is another paragraph in the report
by Mrs. M. Charlton, of the Female Labour
Fxchange, on the same page, to which I want
to refer. Dealing with female labour gener-
ally, she says—

“'The cry is for domestic help in good
homes. where the highest wages are paid
and the best conditions exist, but still
the help is not available. While on this
subject I would like to call attention to
the supposed domestics who are being
sent out to Australia. When interviewed
at this office, they calmly say they cannot
do domestic work, and some go as far
as to say they have no intention to try
—thev have ‘been clerks. typists, shop
assistants. and do not want housework.
When asked why they had signed on
their papers that they were willing to
do domestic work, they say they did so
for the trip to Australia. These new
arrivals have not the remotest idea of
what a domesticated lady help is.”

1 know that Mrs. Chariton is a
excellent officer.

The SECRETARY rOR PUBLIC WORKS : That is

very

80

Hox. W. H. BARNES: She realises what

is a veal difficulty in many homes.

The SEcrETARY FOR P’UBLIC WORKS: That

shows great laxity at Australia House.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: 1t is pretiy well
known that for some reason or other there
is a general aversion on the part of females
to going into domestic service.
The SecrETARY FOR PUBLic WORKS: That is
50.
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Hon. W. H. BARNES: Recently there
svas an inquiry in the old country as to the
reasons for that.

The SecRETARY FOR PrBric Worgs: It is
due to pretty well known causes. In past
vears girls engaged in domestic service were
treated as little better than slaves.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Minister is
drawing a very long bow. When he says
that the girls were treated as slaves, I resent
ir.  The Minister is making a mistake.
To-day many families in the community are
getting into small quarters. From the point
of view of child life particularly that is most
unsatisfactory, and anything that can be
done to help give sufficient accommodation
in the home and in other respects is going
to be very helpful to the life of our people
of Queensland. If you are going to strike
at the foundation of the home, vou are going
to do something which is going to be to the
-detriment of the interests of the community.
Mr. Walsh, in putting in this report, has
done a distinct service to the community.
I have no sympathy with the employer or
his wife who does not treat his domestic
servant as she has a right to be treated. We
should sec that the women coming from the
old eountry are certainly not unfitted for
that work, and that they are not sent out
here under a misapprehension.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKs: I think
Mrs. Charlton put the matter very mildly.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Probably the
Minister has had a conference with Mrs.
“Charlton. I am taking the paragraph as it
appears in the report.  The finding of suffi-
-cient help for the home is a big question,
as the Minister may probably agree.” It is a
question that must be faced in Queensland.

The SrcreTsRY FOR PUBLIC WoRkS: It is a
very difficult question.

Ho~n. W. H. BARNES: I admit that.

‘The SECRETARY FOR Pusric Works: The
girls prefer to work in factories or shops.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: T realise that they
are free agents, and cannot be compelled to
take up any particular occupation. Any-
thing that can be done in the way of making
conditions more satisfactory will be in the
interests of Queensland generally.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I would like
to deal more particularly with the question
of school buildings. I think I have in my
electorate more schools than can be found in
any other electorate, and it is necessary for
me, on many ogcasions, to approach the
department with the object of having more
schools erected to serve the needs of the chil-
<dren living in the country districts. Pro-
vision for the education of ihe children of
the country is not as it should be. The hon.
member for Enoggera said that he was
opposed to the construction of schools out of
loan money. If the Government cannot see
their way to construct schools out of revenue,
then I do not want to see this Government,
or any Government, deprive the children of
the country of schools because they are unable
to build the schools out of revenue. Any
money expended from the Loan Fund to pro-
vide education for children in the country is
money which will be for the benefit'of Queens-
Jand as a whole. 1 am going to be more
modest in my remarks than the hon. member
for Warwick. He advocated the building of
residences in connection with State schools.
The difficulty that T have experienced is to
secure the erection of the necessary schools
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in my electorate, and if I ask for residences
to be attached to some of those schools, prob-
ably children in other parts of the electorate
will have to suffer thereby. Although I
quite see the need for residences being
attached to schools, I do not want to worry
the department to any great extent in that
connection, as my desire is to get schools
crected first. In many instances we can find
the necessary accommodation for teachers and
thus obviate the construction of residences.
On several occasions the people in various
centres of my electorate, after having had
their requests for schools turned down from
lack of funds, have accommodated their chil-
dren for the purpose of education in public
halls. At Widgee and Manumbar public halls
have been erected for the education of the
children. When funds are available, I hope
that the Minister will take into consideration
the necessity of erecting schools in those two
centres. It is very hard on a member when
he has to put in so much time in making so
many calls on the various departments in
order to secure school accommodation for the
children. I am going to refer now to the
Beenam Range school, Cedar Pocket, near
Gvmpie.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
school has been approved of.

Mr. CLAYTON : Before that part of my
electorate was excluded from the electorate
of the hon. member for Cooroora, that gentle-
man had been moving in the matter of this
school. The committee informed me that in
1922 the Department of Public Instruction
stated that they had approved of the school,
and it remained with the Department of
Public Works to find the funds to enable its
construction to be proceeded with. It was
only to-day that I heard from the Minister
that its construction had been approved of.
One has only to look at the time entailed
through a member having to visit the depart-
ment to try and secure approval of its con-
struction. The same remarks apply {o the
Dagun school, on the Mary Valley line.
That has also been a considerable worry to
the hon. member for Cooroora, and I have
had to visit the Department of Public Instruc-
tion continually to try and persuade the
Minister to get the Works Department to
build the school. I was glad to hear from
the Minister to-day that that school has also
been approved of. I want to thank the
Minister for approving of those schools, and
I also want to tell the hon. members on this
and the other side that, if they are as
insistent as I have been in calling on the
department in connection with these matters,
they may be more successful in having their
requests acceded to.

The SecreETARY FOR PUBrLic Works: I hope
that you are not using that as a threat.
(Laughter.)

Mr. CLAYTON: I wish to touch on
the Elambah school, now Upper Cinnabar.
The size of this school is 21 by 14, and it is
built on low blocks. No doubt hon. members
representing country constituencies know the
type. It cost £414 17s. 6d. 1 venture to
say that, had tenders been called for that
school, it would have been erected for some-
where about £300. I was at the opening of
the scheool. and a contractor present told
me that he was prepared to build 100 schools
of a e¢imilar patnre for the Department of
Public Works at less than £300 for each
gchool. Tf the Minister would look into these
matters, he would be able to effect a greaf

Mr. Clayton.}

That
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saving. becouse there are many men pre-
pared 0 undertake the crection of these

lesser price than the
at present paying.

scheools at a much
Government are

Rowndin" this school, the soldier who
m\nod tha property npon which it was built
made a gitt ¢f the land to the departroent.
When the school was ereciod he naturally
looked 1o the department to erect a fenece
around it because the children attending that
school had to ride long distances and had to
leave their poniew or horses on his land.
I had to approach the department many
times with regard to the crection of this
fence. At length the owner of the land
became so desperate that he threatened to
impound the ponies belonging to the chiidren.
This meant that the children could not
attend schcol because there was no accom-
modation fm their ponies. Eventually T was
successful in securing the approval of the
department for the erection of the fence.
I understand that the cost will be £56. I
feel sure that I cculd get the work done for
half that amount if the centract were let
out to soldier settlers in the district. If
such action were adonted by the department
and they allowed these soldier settlers to
participate in this type of work, they would
be more popular than they are at present.

I wish to refer to another school in my
electorate, the Myrtle Creek school. I have
evidence of children fainting there, also of

the teacher fainting owing to the excessive
heat. T have approached the Department
of Public Instruction and thev have sent a
request to the Department of Public Works
that a verandah should be attached to the
school.  Unfortunately that request was
turned down with the excuse that thev could
not expend any money on the school. Shortly
afterwards I had a letter saying that per-
mission had hesn granted to improve the
playshed at the Newtown State School.
Manborough That is the sort of treatment
meted out to the people in the country.
This mnecessary improvement to a countr¥
school is turned down while a playshed is
heing added to a  scheool 1n a town centre.
1 wuppose those are the conditions that we
might expect from zuch a Government as
the one at present in office.

T understand that. bv arrangement. this
debate is to be concluded at 10 o’clock, so
I will continue my remarks to-morrow.

At 10 pom.,

The CHAIRMAN: By agreement. and
under the provisions of Standing Order No.
307, Y shall now leave the chair and make
my report to the House.

The House resumed.

The CHATRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

JAPANESE EARTHQUAKE RELIEF
FUNDS BILL.
INITIATION TN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. HKirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to
move—
“ That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to provide for the proper
control and disposal of funds raised

[Mr. Clayton.
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Reliof Funds Bill.

towards the relief of the lamentable dis-
tress resulting from the recent earth-
quake disaster in Japan.”

Briefly the idea is to make provision for
the proper control of the money collected in
aid of the persons suffering from this disaster.
A Bill o\dr’ﬂ\ similar to this was passed
dealing with the funds collected In conuection
with the Mount Mulligan disaster. It makes
pm\uxon for the appointment of trustees.
There is a committee already established,
and I understand that committee will carry
on the work., All funds collected and geods
in kind will go through that commitice, and
the funds will be subject to audit by the
Auditor-General.  The Commonwealth Go-
vernment have already sent a large shipment
of goods, drugs, ete., to Japan.

Mr. Kerr: Did they take any from Bris-
bane?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:.
No. The Prime Minister has informed the
Government that the shipment cost £127,000.
The Commonwealth Government granted
£50,000, Quecnsland has granted £10,000, and
South Australia £5,000. The other States
had not made any grant when the Common-
wealth Prime Minister wrote, but they have
inaugurated Lord Mayor funds in the capital
cities. At any rate. the ‘ Austraimount”
has taken these goods, and the money col-
leeted will, I undersiand, go towards paying
for the Iargo amount of stuff which has
already heen sent. It is a gocd idea, and I
think we can all agres that aid sent speedily
is the best in the long run. If we wait till
we collect the money before sending goods

a good deal «f the misery attendant on
this terrible Jisaster will be over. and the
sufferers will have pa:scd beyond human aid.

The Commonwealth Government have sent o
slipment of goods away, and, while we would
have liked to despatch our own manufactured
goods at the same time, still L think we can
ail agree that the best thing was done in
sending away a ship forthwith with the
rceessary commodities. 1 do mot think that
anything more need be said on the matter.
1t is probably not necessary to pass a Bill,
but it has been found a good thing to have
the control of the funds under one body and
to have the account: audited by the Auditor-
General.

Mr., TAYLOR (Windsor): I am sure that
the proposed measure of which the Minister
has given notice will have the support of
hon. members on thiz side. because I cer-
tainly think it is very desirable that such a
Bill should be passed.

HoxourasLe MomBERS : Hear, hear!

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CrAtRMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

First REeapiva.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) presented the
Bill, and moved—

¢ ’lhat the Bill be now read a first
time.’

Question put and passed.

The sccond reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 10.8 p.m.





