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1306 Supply. [ASSE::\IBLY.] 

TiruRSDAY, 27 8EPI'E':\1BER, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. IV. Bertram, 11Iaree~ 
took the c·hair at 3.30 p.m. 

1\'EIGIITS A:'\D :\lEASL:RES ACTS 
A::\fE:\D:\IE);T BILL. 

cl 'SEC\T. 

The SPEc\E:ER amwuncctl the receipt from 
E-Ii.s Exc ~llenr,,~ thE. Go..-crnor of a rnessage 
conveyin;s IIis Excellcnc: ·s assent to this Bill. 

Sl:PPLY. 
REsr~,rpnox OF Co:\DriTTEI~--SI~Tn .l~.LLOTTED 

l'IY. 
(Jir. h-frtr Ill. Bri:~d;~o1r, in the cha:r.) 

R.\ILWAY,,-·GEC\ER\L ESTABLTSH}!ENT. 

Quc>tion stated-" That £106.803 be granted 
for 'Raihrays-Gcncral Establishment' "-

HOC\. \Y. H. B . .\RXES (TT'ynnum): I notice 
that on pap·c 97 of the Estimates the salary 
of the General :\Ianaccr at Brisbnno has been 

£540. to £750. I v:ould like 
the rea on is for such a 

The S':·n :T.\RY FOil HIILWAYo: It is reallv 
The General ~1nnager ha"q 

pc;ition for son1o 
:e11 nppoinl('d to the 
p<ticl the n1inin1U1n 

Ho:;. \\'. IL BAR'\ES: I judge from what 
the :\Iini "-tCl' says th._n h>? has bCf'll underpaid 
ln the nncl JJO\Y th ~ clepartn1cnt arc 
gojng to ~·ood iu that regard. 

The SECilET\RY roR RIILWAYS: I-Ic has 
pro1·cd hirn <.'If to bl' ~ut:i::ifactory. 

Hox. \\-. H. BARXES: I notice, too, on 
page 98, that the salar:c of the General 
::\Iana£rcr ~t Too1Y00111ba has been :iucrcascd 
froru £650 to £7ro. 

The SEC'Rr:TARY FOR RML\HYS: All these 
officers are being plared on tbc minin1un1 
~alary for their classification. They ha,·c 
been in 8Cting po~itions, and their services 
haYiDg praYed satis{actor:v. the:Y haYc no\V 
been permammtl;y appointed to the positions. 

Hoe\. W. H. B.ARXES: It seems to me 
that these men ha\'e not had a fair deal 
from the Government. I haYe one other 
question in connection with the '.V orks Mana
.[!'f:?r and the ..:-\:::sistdnt \Yorks JY1anager at; 
I ps\vich. According to page 99 of the Esti
mate~. in 1922-23 the amount received by 
these hm of!iccrs together wa' £1,060, while 
for 1923-24 the amount set down i·, £1,400. 
Am I to presume that the same condition of 
things applies there? 

The SEcllETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes, they 
are pl"ccd on the minimum of their classifi
cation. 

Hox. IY. H. BARXES: The Government 
o pparently have Eot been doing the right 
lhing by some of these people, and now they 
are wakin!:!' up to their responsibility in that 
rcgnrd. If that is the f:lxp1anation, it seen1s 
to be an c·Xtraordinary thing that so far 
these officers have been carrying out dutie,. 
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for ,,], ich the,· ha n• not been properly paid. 
T think that · member of Parliament should 
he<itatc to the department, from the 
1\Iini.-..ti'l' {10\Yl1\Yards-and I shall criticise 
the• dcpaltnlftnt-a'part from the fact that 
r;e:n,letimc:-; the l\Iini:3tcr refuses to receive 
deputations. 

Tlw SECRETARY roR RAJLWAYS: Oh, no! 

He,:-.;. \Y. H. B \.R:'\ES. Then my expcri-
( nee a singular one. First of all, I '.\'as 
turned 

The SECRET.IRY ron RAlLY\ .IYS: ;\To. 

Hox. IY. H. DAR:\'ES: I was at first. 
but snb:':-CflU(..':ndy on n1aking a fresh appeal 
the hou. ~·cntlcnran certainly did receive a. 
dcputati.m. Apart from that I have o.lways 
n·ct'i Yl'{l 1 hP gn'a tc ;;t courtesy from the 
1\Tir;j~t('l'. fron1 ihc Cnrru-nlssioncr, and from 
tltc Ynrlons officer::; of the department. T!1crc 
ha:" 1Jcc-n fL cl i- po.;.;ition shown to receivt:· mcn1-
lwrs of Padianwnt \Yho huYe had reasonable 

to m akc, and to trv and meet them 
c:fficia]s can poc:3ibly" do so. 

:\Ir. CoLLTXS : Should not members of 
Par1innwnt CX}lCCt courtesy from public 
officers'? 

Hox. \Y. II. BAR:\'ES: Of course they 
shcnld. and I !!;ink they invariably get. it. 
If the. clid not g0t it, they \Youlcl soon hear 
o brmt it. It i, C<'rtain thai, if hon. members 
did nor th,, conrtcsy to \vhich their 
TtO ... ition tlwn1, 1t \Yo'uld soon be n1ado 
kh0\\"!1, 

}\lL C'nLLf:\S : B:>~ .sho,Ying respect to mcin
lJc l":;; of l\1 rl i a nH~Ilt tlw:~ are sho,Ying respect 
io tlw pCO]Jlc \\ho send them here. 

Hex. iY. II. BAHXES: The hon. member 
for Bo\YC11 is nsnally such a genial man, 
ihat I \Hmdcr \vhat he had for lunch to-dac·; 
he mu t h '1\'C had eomething thrrt v. o.s not 
:;;r_tisf<lctor,,'· (Langhtcr.) There jg no qne"
ilon that, Y:hilc thl growth of traffic in son1P 
(lircC"tion~ has bc'cP. vcr,y groat, the gro\Yth 
of cxpr-·JH1ihn·e has been 11~:rticularly great. 
In rcc.:ard to tho net return on thP monev 
jtn-cstCd. the :~IiEi:-:tcr Yf'f'terda-.? took excel~
tio!1 to ·the criticisms · \Yhich 1Ycre loYelled 
agRiP~l his departnl(•nt Irom this side of 
the C'he m ber. 

The SECBETIRY !'OR R.ITLWAYS: I said there 
had been <m improvement during the last 
b,-o y<..cr . 

Hox. IY. H. BAR:.iES: I haYe figures 
here '·hi eh show th11t there has been an 
improYement, but I w11nt to look at the 
Railwa:· Departnwnt from ·the business side. 
Hon. members opposite ha.-c said that it 
does not matter whether the railways pay 
or not--that hrrs been practical!.•; the gist of 
their argunoent. From the State point of 
Yiew nnd irrcspectiYe of politics, \Ve have 
to g:et do>Yn to the frrct that if every industry 
and 0 Ycr:: undertaking in the State ceases 
to pay interest upon the monev invested. 
then we arct going to run up against a dead 
encl. 

Tlw CiECRET.IRY FOR RAILWAYS: I will 
<'Xploin that matter when I reply. 

Hox. 1'1. H. BAR~ES: If the hon. 
gentleman h~s. a :nagic wand by which he 
can turn def,cJencJcs into surpluses, he is a 
most Yalnablo member of the Go.-ernment. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR RAILWAYS: You are 
misinterpreting our speEches, that is all. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARC\ES t ·whether it be 
the HaihYay Department or any other depart-

n1ent, , ou cannot continue year after :,'ear 
rnaking a loss without having· a day of 
rccko11in[( in the 'end. I put it to the :\linis
tcr whether his businecs kno\Yledge does not 
lead him to realise that there must be a 
day of reckoning if \YC do not pay our ·way. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your Go
YernnJcnt difl not pay their way. rrhcy lost 
:£8,Cr0,QQC Oil the raihYa: S. 

liox. W. H. BARNES: The hon, gentle
man gets Yery peppery whe11 his dcv:utmcni 
is critici~{'d. I-Ic says that over a. period 
of the nrcvious Government lost 
£8,00 on the r:~ilwa· s. Let me remind 
him oYer a period ,;f about seyon years 
his Government have lost about £10,000,000. 
I an going· to qnoto so1no figur€s \Yhich will 
tnako 1 he ho11. gentlcn1an realise his position. 

Tho SE~RETARY FOR RAILV>'AYS: I shall quote 
so1nc figures 1nyself, and I _.hall 111nkc ycu 
blush. 

Hox. W. H. BARJ:\ES: Looking· at it from 
a business point of vie\,, can we help \Yonder
ing what will happen if '.;e go on in this 
\\·uy, remembering that during the term of 
this Government the deficit on the raihYavs 
amou11ts i o nearly £10,000,000. I know th;t 
the Minister, by v. ay of interjection, asked, 
" J)o _;cJu want the freights to go up'?" 
La:-:t night hon. nlClnbers on this side \vere 
'"ked \\hat thev would do. but I · ·ould 
l'Crnind tlH' boiL" gcntlen1an 'that it is tin1e 
for thl' dudor io prescribe \Yhen he is called 
in. Our dn1y is not to thro\v bouquets at 
the other :-:.idc'. 

The Sr:cnETATIY FOR RAII.\\"_\-YS: You ahvays 
throw bric-ks. 

The 
to ib'' 

II. D"\R:'\ES : 
to i !1e de en' 

likclv that 
tbc lnn. gentle-

l'OR TIA.IL\1.~_~,.y;_,: According 
the ex-Treasurer. 

l-Im;. \Y. H. BAR:'\ES: 'Thft fa~t remains 
th<1t \YC have got into a po~ition in \Yhich 
the r_~ihYa,,-s and other State enterprises aro 
losing n1o1.r·y ye r after year. and. although 
it is not 1uy duty to sa~ \Yha t the rmnedy 
should be. nc,·erthclcss I beJic,·c that in the 
interests -oE 0nccns1and and if \\·c are to 
luJYe .'CllllHl management of the State's 
rLffairs. at least a Commission should be 
appointed to inquire into the administration 
of the raihYaYs and discoYer if there is any 
means b,· \Yhlch there can ]y· an adjustment 
of this "co:Jtinuctl discrcopancv. It is most 
essential that it should be done. I want to 
quote from the Auditor-General's report for 
the financial Year 1921-22 to show how losses 
nuty continually crocp in in tho 1nanagement 
of the Railway D opartment. I haYC no 
objection "·hatevcr to the department's bny
illg stores and supplying them to men en
gaged in railwa;. construction \vork, but I 
take strong exception to its engaging in 
undertakings which 1ncan a loss, even in the 
interests of n1en who are receiving fair 
\Yages. \Yo are asked to point out \Yhere 
the lo>o,es take place. On page 81 of the 
report I hrcvc mentioned the Auditor-General 
makes this significant remark-

'' There w·c~re eleven stores operating 
during the year, five of which ha? not 
been in operation three monJ-hs pnor to 
the 30th June. consequently balance
sheets haYe nDt been made out." 

Hon. W. H. Barrws.] 
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Then he ~;oes on to show that the lo>ses 
so1ne of the storc:S were as follo1\·.3:-

on 

Towmvillc-Cardwcll 
Enoggera-Terror~s Crc::k 
nlac:kay-Proserpinc 
lilalbon-Sulieman Creek 
Blackall-\Vindorah ... .. 
Alerinda-Bo>rcn Coalfielcls 
Innisfail-Tully River 

£ 
131 
928 
526 
604 
630 

s. rl. 
3 9 
4 7 

13 9 
9 0 

1.179 3 
155 14 

4 
2 
1 

. Allowing for certain credit~ fron1 other 
stores, th~ Auditor-General shows that the 
net c'cbit balance at that date was £3,000. 
Kot a Yery big sum, I admit; but I would 
a::k, if it be nece,:;sarv in the int.erc:sts of 
:the 'yorkers to run these stores, is it not 
right that they should pay for them --<:;]yes" 

The SECRETARY FOR RuL\HYS: Thev did 
pcty during the last financial year. • 

Ho"- \V. H. BAR:\'ES: We arc handi
Lappcd by not having· the lutc-t reports. and 
\re can only criticise on the basis of the 
figures we llave. It j.~ C>vich:nt that in con
nection '' ith the rna11agement of the raihvays 
the GoY0rn1nent hav0 nDt lJC:cn f'outent to 
go along lines which were prudent. They 
have gone along irnprndent line:< with di6as
trous results. I tackled the ::\linistcr bv 1vav 
of interjection when he was 1noving thiS vote. 
lie went back a vca r or two to show that 
certain things ha·d happened during that 
tirne, and said that -conditions \VCre now Ycry 
much better. The hon. member for Hcrbert 
said that dmiiJg' the year 1914-15 the rail
ways d101Ted a return of £4 Os. 8d. per cent. 
The 11inistcr alt)o 1nad0 rcfercnrc to certain 
things that had taken place. I pointed out 
that the vear 1914-15 was the onlv '·car so 
far as I c'ould remember in which 'there had 
been a surplus after proYiLling for interest 
. and \Yorking expenses. 

The :\Iini·tcr took a great clcal of satis
faction fron1 the fact llwt last vrar was 
UC(tcr than the prf'ViOUS year. { am pre
'lUrrd to admit that it wae. But let us hark 
L •.ck and sPe 1rhat the po.sition is. I find 
nn consulting ihe Anditor-Gencral':;;; report 
for the !lnancial VCCd' 1921-22 that in 1912-13 
the railwa':s shm\-ed a deficit of £83,008, in 
1913-14 a ,icficit of £32,745, and in 1914-15 a 
~~nrplu~ of £48.650. It is very -:ig-nifiet~nt 
that, \Yhen a Labour Govcrnu1e11t-a Soeia1is
tic Govc'rnnll'nl-took a hand in the bu:-:incssJ 
icnmediatel:: there 1rere deficiencies. 

The SECEETARY FOH RAIL\', \YS: That was 
the Year in 11hich war broke out. The same 
thing· appliecl in the other States. You 
kno'.v it was due to war eonditions. 

Hox. W. H. BAR:L\ES: The hon. gentle
nlan knows that th0re i~ no co1npanson 
lwtwccn the h·c•mcndous lo',s made here and 
the losses m a de in tlw other States. I 
know th~ nrgu1ncnt is used that \VC have a 
greater n:ilcUge of raihYay~. I admit that. 
but ,,-e mv.st not forget that the cost of 
building one lines was much less in pro
portion than tlw cost of building the lines 
in 1\ew Scuth \Yaleo and the other States 
1vhcrc they haYc a wid0r g-auge. 

The SECHETAHY FOH RAILWAYS: The,- have 
a :_-n1allcr are.t and a bigger populatio.n. 

Ho". W. H. BARNES: The other States. 
1vith the cxcention of ::'\ew South \\'ales and 
Yictoria. kn·e not a lar12:cr population than 
QuecnslaJKl. In Queensland the poulation 
is about 800.000, in New South Wales a 
little nwre than 2.000,000. and in Victoria 
about 1,600.000. but in the other States the 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

popnlaiion is smaller th<:!n tlHH c]f Queens
laud. The £act rc1nains that tl~E orhcr States 
ha,·e been ablP to ku'p 1norc c1o~e1y to 
bu~ine"" roquirc1_11C'Ilb in running· rhe rail
v. (]: S th1n \YC haY('. 

H.\lL \V_\lS: By iilCi'('[lS-

ing £art) nnd 

Hox. \Y. H. BAH::'\ES: What i, tl1e me 
of the hon. gcnt]einan trotting thr.t out': 

The SECEETAHl FOR I{_\ILw.n:s: lt i' a fact . 

Jiox. \Y. II. BAR::'\ES: We kno>Y that in 
F:O!lie )u_-t:rlC.:es the fare.;; aJld freig:hr:;; in 
the other State.~ are greater than in Quoens
land. 

ThP SFCREL\RY FOE R\ILW_\YS: The increase 
has been less in Queensland than iu any other 
St<tte. 

Mr. RoBERTS: The Government 
freights fout' times. 

raised the 

The SECRETAHY FOR H.\ILWAYS: 
-centage increase in Queensland is 
in any other part of Australia. 

The per
less than 

lioN. W. H BAR::'\ES: The hon. gentle
Juan has alwavs clain1ed that in connection 
with thr> rattle. indmtn the Gm-ernment have 
reduced thr• frcigbts. ;;lnd some reference \Vas 
Tllade to the concession granted to ~Ylount 
::Vlorg·arL I want to point out that prevwus 
Governments have aesistcd }lount :Yiorgan 
b~; su:::,pending payrnents for a certain period. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: That is a 
di!fc'l'Cnt thing. 

IIox. W. II. BAR::'\ES: PreYious Govern· 
mcnts ha YC reduced the freights in connec
tion with lire stock. The hon. gentleman 
,,-ill remember that IYhen his p trt:-· came 
into power they objected to the lmr rate 
ruling £9r the carriage of hye 'tock . 

Mr. I\OBERTS: They said it wa' not profit
able. 

:i\Ir. IJYXF:R: A prcyious Goyel'l_IJ)1Cnt passed 
the Railway Gnamntce Act, 1Ylnch penalise-d 
the settler-·. 

Uox \\'. IL BAR::'\ES: \Ye knov; that 
11 hue> er the Go1 ernment could raise freights 
th. v ra iscd t hcn1. 

The SECHETAIU FOH R\TLWAYS: ::'\o. 

IIox. W. H. BAR::'\ES: I am prepared 
to admit that clnring droug-ht periods the 
Qoycrnmcnt ha vc carried a ccr~a111 rlass of 
ITDOch at a fair rate, but prcvtous Goyern
~1ents did exactly tlw same. They met the 
people just as liberally as they m·e bemg 
met to-cl a,-_ 

I have been sidetracked somewhat. b~lt lot 
us just look at the position. The deficits on 
tlce. railwa,-s since the present GoYcrn::n~nt 
asmmcd olflre haYe been-

1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 

£ 
737.338 

1,028.003 
1,421.323 
1.229.579 
1.739.475 
1.743.370 

As a matter of fact. the GoYcJ:m;wnt o;1ly 
had £344 000 last Year after paymg 1Yorkmg 
expenses 'to meet· thP interest bi!i for the 
year. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Some- :-cars 
your Government did not eYen do that. 

IIox. \Y. H. BARXES: The flgurc"' in 
l}w report of tlw Auditor-General arc an 
alv:=o1utc npgation of the hon. gentlcn1an's 
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stat'!l.lt"'t~t. In i913-14 there wa:-: a de-ficit cf 
£32.7-15, but 111 19l.:J-15 there 'vas a surplus 
of £.1~.651. 

FOR R.IILV\.\10:: Go back ·' 

DAR:'\ES : I will ,;o bac;, 
t.lke the hon. gentlcn1an's fignrC.s as hc:

gaYe thc·m to this House. He stated Jhat 
T1lt; Pl'C'Yion~ ~~drninistraiion sho-;;cd a. ckftcit 
oi £3.000.000 OYer the whole period of rail· 
""'' e'ta blishmcnt until tho Den ham Govcrn
r~~.r'nt went out of office iu 1915. 

Th(• SECRETARY FOR RAIL¥lAY3: Do yoq say 
that the rJ3t-war prCJblems have not affc~cted 
th~~ position? 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR::'\ES: That is an olrl 
stu<:k argunlcnt that the hon. gent1cn1t:tn and 
o1her hon. members on his sick• of t.ho 
Chamber arc· constantly trotting out. Thoro 
is iuot ono answer to the whole bminess. and 
that. is the Government are not a set of 
Uu.,.ine::s n1en and do not kno\v how to run 
a business c-oncern. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I will give 
you the results of your business managcrnent. 

Hox. \Y. H. l3AR:'\ES: Yc6, but I .cJo not 
think that the hon. gentleman ahou!Ll get so 
a11gry as he does. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR Il..IIL WAYS : It is just rt 

~uperabnndance of energy. You do not 
ul!der3tand my psychology. 

Hm:. W. H. DAR::'\ES: I do not undcr
Etnncl the hon. TI1Lnber's 11sycholog'\ er any 
other of hi~ oloC!"ies, aG thcv are ver; difficult 
to undf'r.:;;tand. '"' ~ 

:\h. KELSO: He must ha Ye been reo.cJing 
CouC la tc~y. 

Hox. \Y. H. DAR:\ES: Tho Auditor
Gcnlrn.l :3a,--; that the returns for the lnst 
(·iv0 year:-' L

1J11 the capital invested in th_• 
rn il·sa~-s ha YC been-

1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 

Per cent. 
£ s. cl. 
1 9 7 
0 13 9 
1 7 11 
0 9 9 
0 14 2,\-

The :·cturn for the 1914-15 period was £4 
Q;, Sd .. the rowlt of business managenwnt. 
::'\ o doubt the Government ha Ye sw ccoded 
in one. ·way, and that is in getting the State 
irdo a finar::ci.al hole so far as th~' railwa's 
arc> concerned. That is the position thet 
oxi>t' to-,hn·, and it has been brought about 
by the absolute mismanagement of the 
GoYernn1cnt. 

;\fr. 
slwets 
war? 

HaYe you studie.cJ the balance
any big trading concerns since the 

Hox. \Y. H. DAR:'\:"ES: I haYo not h~d 
the pleamre of reading tho hon. member's. 

:\Ir. PE.\SE: I >Yi!l show it afterwards both 
before ar:ll after the war. 

Ho:-;. \Y. H. BAR:::-JES: I would like to 
peruse it. The Gm·ernment are SJ1cnding 
bc,rroworl money on the railways, and in this 
rc,poct I want to refer to pagc'·i 213 and 219 
of the report of tho Auditor-General. I quiJo 
undorstao-cl thrrt borrmyed monov is in thc 
main used for purposes such as biJiiding rail
wnv lines, etc. I >Y:lnt to know how much 
loan money has been spent in the construction 
of rolling-stock. On page 218 of the report 
of the Auditor-General it is stated that 
£13,164 came out of loan funds for this 

rm-pose. Then. on another pag,, of the 
report rherc arc indi::ations of hcn1: ntoney 
has been spent in that regard. 

Take. if ,-ou >Yill, the tarred paYing plat
form at Bundaberg. It is onb· a sma.ll 
nmount-£166 3s. 5d. ::\1:;- point is that what
oYer branch of the railway scryicc YOH look 
at in connection >Yith the \York performed, it 
wrll b,• found that verv little moncv has 
been speP.t from re\ e.P.ue ··chrrcycr: the 
Gm·c,·nment could sidetrack and use loan 
moneY. I admit that in connection with 
schools t!. gooc1 d!!al of ]Dan n1cn0~- has been 
sp·nt, but all Gm·ernments hayc tried, as 
far a3 nossiblc, to n1inin1ise that. It seen1s 
to 1110 that gctPrally the 1Iinistcr in manag
ing- his department has tried to >York in here 
and there things >Yhich should not have 
been put in. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \V.e spent 
over a million last year. 

Hox. W. H. DAR='JES: I knm,· that the 
Minister will spend it if he has the chance. 
I read >Yith Yerc' great interest the previous 
report of the Commis,ioner. He makes refer
once in that report to certain kinds of loco
motion whore the traffic is not very heavy, 
anr1 I ap-rco with him in his ideas. On this 
point I should like the :\Iinister to give tht> 
House sonw information. I understood 
from what the :\Iinister said Yesterdnv after
noon that he had in vi0w some other kind 
of ], 00motion that will be loss cxpensiv·e to 
run than the present cars. and which will be 
tmt into o;1oration on lines >Yith a small 
a1nonnt of trnffic. 

The Sr.cRET.\RY FOR R.\IL".AYS: \Ve are 
expe.:.·imt>ntiPg- IYith that purpose jn view. 

Hox \Y. H. D.-\R::\'ES: I am interested in 
a big question "·ith regard to the Bclmont 
tram\YRY, anrl any a~sistanc0 the ::\Iinister 
mav gi~'e '':ill be ;,.:clconw. I should like to 
know if he is p:·cparccl to help in this 
direction? 

Th SEcRET.IRY ron ll.ULWAYS: I hope to 
clr; so. \Ve are experimenting with that 
object. 

IIox. \Y. H. DAR:'\ES: There is another 
matter I >Yish to bring- up. In romwction 
with the buildinf.i of raihvays I belieYe I am 
right in saying that 'omewlwre in the locality 
of :\fackav 11 raih,-av line was built and the 
people co.ncerncrl found the money for the 
Government. 

The CHAIR::YIAN: Orclcr: The hon. 111e111-
hcr will han? to refer to that on the Loan 
Estimat2s. 

Uox. \Y. II. BAR:NES: I '""~ hoping; that, 
with vour penniesion, J\1r. Kn·" an. I ehould 
he ab!<' to .'<Queeze it in. As vou do not 
de,,ire it. I will 111erelv sav that I ·had in view 
the rdurn made by·· the. Belmont tramway, 
and that th2 :Ylinietrr was very symnathct,ic. 
I should be very delighted if he will furnish 
the information I preYiously asked for. 

It ccems to me that tlw raihYay from Bris
bane to Cleveland is going to ·assist to fill 
up the Sbte so far as the population is con
cerned-the other mu't come. I hope that the 
l\1ini~-ter ·will ~E'P his ''"av clear to make some 
sug-gestion which will help that most 
important cli,tl'ict. Although we differ 
widely in politics. I hope to have the pleasure 
of showing tlw hon. gentl·eman through the 
Redlnnd Bav di.;trict with a view to the con
struction o£ 'the Rcdland Bay Raihl'ay, which 
has been recommended b" the Public \Vorks 
Commission. " 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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. }1~·· IIY-='ES (Tou;mrillc.): I am g·etting 
tucn of h.~tenmg to the carping critici.sn1 
of the Oppositio11 against the railwaY adn1in

?f. the GoYernnlcllt, and "the J!Cr-
'dunlllg al:out tlw lo" on the Queens

Que nslancl is et State of 
\Yo have the lar£est 

anv State in the Corn
and naturall" the crst of run

ning cur raih"';·a~'S is grCatcr than it is in 
State~ \:hich haYe a larger populatjun and a 
Bmaller mil age of raihvaYs. 

01te would think, judgi~g b:· the remarks 
of lllCnlbci'S OJJpcsite, that the raihvays in the 
o1her States \\·cro paying, but it is rathcT a 
significant fact that the railways in the Torv
gon~rncd .State·, are ~hawing deficits alsO. 
A person does not need to be a ~enius like 
Kari Man: to conceive a method ~Jf making 

the raihntys pay. It is an easv 
[4 p.m.] thing· to make the railways pay 

!J;. sm1ply increasing the freights 
a.nd fares. but such a policy 'vould retard 
land settlement. and therefore does not 
commend itself to this Gowrnmcnt. 
In the w,hine of the hon. member for 
Murilla last night. he ganl thrl Cdm
rmttee_ to undcr-,tand that, owing to the mal
aclnumstratlon of the railways, the people of 
Queensland ,.-ere drifting into the cities. 
That i;; not so. There is a tendencv in 
Queensland, the same as in the other States 
for the population to drift towards th~ 
cities; but the drift is not so great in Queens
land under a Labour Administration as it is 
in rho five Tory-goYerned States of the Com
mon ·calth to-rhty. I do not want hon. mem
bers opposite to accept my unsupported testi
mony for that statement. I ha.-o here an 
extract taken from the report of the Com
monwealth Statistician, which shows that on 
31st December, 1921, the percentage of the 
population m the capital of Victoria-which 
has never had ,,-hat the hon. member calls 
a 'C'ciali~tic Go.-crnment-was 51.37 per cont. 
In Queensland, under a socialistic Go.-crn
ment. the ncreontage of the ponulation m 
the metropolis is only 28.27 per c~nt. 
,:"Ir. _:r..IoRGAX: They hanl only ono port m 

\' Ictona, and we ha.yo 2ix or ;;:eycn. 

Mr. HY:'\ES : That completely upsets the 
argument that the Labour Go.-ernment of 
Queensland ha Ye not fostered the primary 
and secondary inrluFtries of tho State bv 
~jying thcn1 a decent spin in the n1attcr o.f 
1 aih, a: 7 freight;:: 

~Ir. :UoRG.\:\': \V e ha.-e virtualh· three 
_cparatc States i'n Queensland. " 

Mr. HY:\'ES: The hon. member for 
I\furilla I have chosen the ono State 
that n1y argu1nent. 

::\Ir. MoRGAX: I did not. '\\'hat about 
Rorkhampton and Townsvillo? 

1\Ir. HYNES: The population of Sdne.-. 
the capital of Nmv South \Vel,·.,_ 'is 
926,400, and the percentage of the pupu
lation of Xew South \Vales at present living 
i~ Sydney, r:_nder a Tor5 Governrr1ent, js 
43.55 per cent. :::\ow take South Amtl'Qlia, 
a.nc.thor Tory-governod State. The percent
age of tho population of S<mth Australi<> 
living in Adelaide, the capital of the State, 
is 51.64 per cont. 

":lr. MoRGAX: There is only one port there, 
\Ylulst \Ve have six or seven. 

i\Ir. HY::'\ES · The percentage of the popu
btion of Tasmania !i.-ing in Hobart. tho 
capital of t.he State. is 24,63 per cent. Onr 
GoYernn1ent. by fost0ring rural industries 

[Jlr. Hynes. 

aud by sho\Ying sytnpatlwtic trcutn1cnt 
tewnrd~, 1.ho rnan on the land, arr ir:during 
closer "ettlerncnt, and the re~ult i-- shO\'/Jl ia 
the 1iguJ that l lwYc ju~t quoted. 

: Tlwre arc tln·ce capiralto\Yll5 
iu 

J\Ir. liY::\ES: Sornrthing v:as said clnriuo· 
tlw debate about the inC'reaso in frci£thb i~ 
the ya.rions ~tates, .and the hon. 111C111ber for 
\Vyrn11un endeayoured to 1nake son1c CJ.pital 
out of an argurucnt he \Yil'S aclducinO' about 
tlJo iucrea~e in freights in QnL~ensl.n nfl 
bctng con1paratively higher, and has 
attempted to muke us believe that the Labour 
party \vcro not s:~nnpathetic to\vard:::; the 1nan 
on the land. Accordillg to tho Ilail,vav Com
rni"_iuner's report for 1922, ,,-hich is the last 
a\·ailablc. thoro has been an increase in 
freighto in all 1 he States of AtEtralia since 
1915. In Now South 'Yale's there ''"as an 
increase of 66 per cent. in fare, and an 
illcreasc of 52 per cent. in rates. In South 
Australia, v.·hich is not under a socialistic 
Go.-ernment, the increase i 'cl freights has been 
44 per cent. In Victoria, under a Tory 
Administration, the increa·e in fures has been 
4::; per cent.. and the increase in freights 43 
per ceru. In IV cstom "\ustralia, also under 
a Tory Go\-cl'nincut, the incroa:3e i11 fares has 
been 30 per cent., alld the increase in freights 
29 per ct'nt. In Quecn:3land, under a ~ocialis
tic GoYernment, as the hon. member calls 
it, the increase in Lrcs since 1915 has only 
been 17 por cent., and the increase in freights 
only amounts to 19 per Cl:nt. That proves 
conclu'IYoly that the prcsom Administration 
in Queensland arc doing their ut1nost to 
encourage settlement on the luncl. Thoy a.re 
the hue friends of the farmers and of the 
people vd1o are functioning- in the pti1nary 
and sccondnr:· industries of this groat State. 

Thir. CORSER: The increase in rates in some 
cases is 400 per cent. 

::\Ir. HYNES: This is a solo. and the hon. 
member will havo an opportunity _,-hen I sit 
dovvn. The increase in wage~ secured bv tho 
raihny employees ill Queensland i5 i1mch 
higher than the increase in the other States 
of the Commonwealth. In Qtwonsland the 
aYera<;e increase since 1915 is £4 18s. 4d .. as 
comp,necl with £4 11:. 6d. in :::\ow South 
\Vales. The average 1 oekly v Jgc paid to 
iho employees in Queensland is much hig·her 
than it is in the other State . Xobvith
r,tanding thi:3, tho prc~cnt AclJnini2tration have 
shovo1 that thcv arc handling the raihYav::; 
more c 'pabh- "than the ra;lwavs in the 
Southern Sta~tcs are handled~ an~l the-· are 
giving to the prinHll'Y producc_;_.~-tho · agri
~ultnrists and n1en opt ning up the coun--try 
In the rcn1oto parb of the Statc--Jnorc :: nn-
}1athctic trcatmcnJ- than they rc:cclYHlg in 
the Tory-govcrncd States at prc;e;c,nt tinw. 

I desire to n1ako son1c rcfcrcrlcc~ 1natter 
\Yl1ich conrPrns rno and mv oT1Yn 
~nd I hope hJu. members ,:·ill 
of unduly \Yorkjng the parish 
l'een a.d,-ocating the 
raih,-a:v goods shed in 

of enabling goods to 
handled than they rrrc at 

1irnc. 01ving to the rc:3trir+cd facil·irics in 
Tn_wnsville for the handling of goods. it cuts 
b.·rrc as much to handle good;; in Tcnn1s.-ille 
as it does in Rockhampton. Hon. nocmb"rs 
on this side of the House who rcprt'~ent 
1n1portant Northern constituencie:::. recentlv 
waited on nir. Cro,,-ther. General :\Ianage'i
of the ~orth Queensland railwaYs. ,,-ith a 
view to securing an in1proYf'n1Cnt in the 
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ton. 
The 
sullicit>:1t 

the-::....:! net: c.-:~- an.· 
for that C!ll b" 

fl·icnd~ of hon. rnembl'r· 011po· it-c. 
\Ycru instnHnPntal in scnlling to 1 he 
side of tlte ''"oriel thnt clokpa-
''"hich succc<c<lec! in the 

an1ount of loau n1oncy tLa t 1;c 

The CHAIR:'.IAX: nrdcr: The !wn. 
nlcrnber cannot cli;)CLES that rnat-tct' on this 
Yote. I-Ie ~hould di::,cu~:", it on t.hr Loan 
Estin1ate~. The expenditure 111 que tion 
comes out of the Loan Fund. 

Mr. HYXES: In nnnection "ith tlH· 
handling of the goods by the Railway Dopart
rr1cnt at TownsYille r. deputation waited npon 
the General 1\lanager for the Xorthcrn Divi
sion on 6Jh July last. and his roplv i' worthy 
of mention here. \Ye stated that. in crcler 
to secure a rPduction of cost in the handling 
-nf goods in Towns\·ille. it \\-as Y0rv nece ~') rv 
to have a ncv.- rood~ sheJ. Th~i::; rs. \d1aLt 
l\lr. Crowther ~said- in rcplv to the 
deputation- " 

. " ~lr. Cro\'~~ther, in reply, >ta tcd that 
smcc he had been in charge of the Rail
\Vay Departn1ent in To\vn~Yi lle the 
question of the cost of lwndlinp: p:oods 
in the 'l'owns,-illc goods shed has had his 
attention. At the present tim the cost 
was higher in To-wns-.;i]le tha11 at anv 
other goods shed in the State. z nd th;, 
Commi•csioner for EaihYa.vs ho rl a>ked 
him to explain the reasons. The prin
ctpal reason, as he had explained to the 
Con1missioner, was the unsuitabi1ii' of 
the present goods shed. It is an· old 
shod which was built nearly forty years 
ago, ''rhen the traffic was YCr\· .srnall and 
when the station was in a different posi
tiOn to the present one. There i6 onh· 
-one railwa:v road into it. \Vhich caus8~s 
great de!tty'~ both in the loading of good.s 
and in the clearing of the lorries brinc.r
ing goods. Quite rccentl~· the ivicrchant,' 
A>.'-_,o~iation in rrownsvillc had C'Jnlplaincd 
to hrm of the delays to their lorries in 
sending in goods to the goods sheck, and 
had urged the need of some irnprov;cd 
facilitiu at Tmntsville. He verv 
fully considered the matter ";cl 
drawn up a sr.hcrno for a r::c• 
shed to be placed at the .Tc·i h 
fronting ~Perkins street. Thi:.; · ~,',Tnulcl 
nccc-,sitUte the connection fro1n 
the 0 it:;. :\Iany years ag-o 
agitation in Town:c3vi1lC' for 
of R bridge across Ros;, 
Stanlly street. to gi ,-e u ·t 
from the jetty, ecpecialh- as the )We
sent Victoria Bridge h"r1cl been con
demned. He took the opportnit.c 
w.hen being cnJlcd to Drislmne to 
attend a. confr~roncc in connection with 
Nortbcrn goods tra ffc to b1·intr -with hin1 
a plan sho>Ying w.hat he prop~sed ehonld 
be done to moot the case. and YO'terd,· v 
ho had a conference 'Yith the" C'Jmmis
~ionor and snbmitte"to him a plan shmY
mg a goods shod sttuat0d on the Jettv 
line opposite Perkin6 street at the 67 
-chains siding. This goods shed, with a 
modern shed should then provide for the 

~tl'CC't. 

the 
iL would cnaLle hi1n Jo 

in the To1vn~ville \a nl. 
int0rJclcd 10 run tlw In~·bn111 
\\ill bo the lint 1(1 C,ljt·n':' 

in a very short tirnc. straight frmn the 
cdonrr the fenC't! ·jp-.h·ad uf it 
thro":uc;1t 1 he r>~id~ll.· :.,f the · .. o: k

as :H vrr cnt. 1d1Crc it is a dangt'r 
\Yorktncn. and it \votdJ he llll)"'t 

con.Yc'nicnt to the departrncnt in tlw 
,-m·kin; of the ::\orlh Coast trai"'>· He 
also pouncd out that it would aho giYl .. 
him a chance to extend the platform for 
mail Jrains, ''"hic~h could not now b·- clone, 
owing to the position of the goods ~hcd. 
He further informed the Commissioner 
that the Citv Council of~ TownsYilll' 
"ould, he thought, be favomablv dis
posed to the scheme, bccauscl of the 
advantages such a. road would giYc in 
conncctiDg Hoss Island 'vith the cit:,·. 
T.ho Commis,ioner' instructed him to give 
an estimate of the cost and furnish full 
particulars so that the matter could bo 
gone into, and this he intcndell io do on 
his return to Townsville. 

·· Pcr~onD.llv. :\lr. Cro,vth0r 1 • con
vinced that t'he time has arivecl when rr 
ne1v goods shed is nccr ~sarv, 1vhich \vill 
be a great advantage when the 1\ort.h 
Coast line is completed. There are many 
advantages to bo derived by placing the 
<'hcd on the lino to the jetty, which is the 
line l0 the port, where goods sheds shonlrl 
be situated. It would also get rid of a 
very unsightly corner in the city." 

We contend that it is not fair that the 
people in the North should have to pa:' more 
for the handling of goods than what is paid 
in the South. 

The CH"\IRMA?\: Order ! I hope that I 
m. de mvsolf clear to J.he hon. member. The 
building- of a goods shed will pos6i bl y he an 
item which will be paid for out of the Loan 
Fund, and thr, hon. rnc1nbcr must. discuss the 
matter on the Loan Estimate>. 

Mr. HYNES: I am not referrin2e to the 
actual spending of loan money, but to the 
nc"cd of facilities to enable the railways to 
bo worked 1noro cconomicaJly, 1vhich \vill 
prevent deficits. 

Mr. FRY: I got it in the neck last night. 

The CHAIR:\IAN: I would point out to 
tl:e hon. member for To,ynsville l.hnt the 
meney for a goods shed will come OPt of the 
Luan Fund, and therefore he cannot <.h:o.;cu.3.;; 
be matter on this vote. The hon. mcmlwr 
c ~n raise the 1vhole quc~tion <ln Lhc Loan 
Eetirnatcs. 

;\Jr. HY:\IES: lt relntes to tho working of 
the raih:avs and the mait>'r of deficits. In 
tiJc ~orth~ wo have trains running to the 
north-western portions of the St<1to which 
:ne practi..:·all;· cn1pLy on man:.- occn ·ions. 
TL~ slnn1p in the 1nctalliferous mining 
indu~trJ is responsible for that po~idon. 
'This Administration is not re·-ponsiblo for 
i<~ I would remind hon. members that. if 
tlv· Dcnha.m 1:\dn1ini::tration had accepted tho 
offer of Sir John Forrest to build a railway 
from Camoowcal, the v;holo of the Barklay 
Tableland would, in my opinion, have been 
settled at the present time. 

The GHAIR:\1AN: Order! :\1av I explain 
to the hon. member that he cannot deetl ,-ith 

JJir. Hynes.] 
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anything in the \Yay of raihYay cml::-tnh'iicm 
on the Achninistratiou \~ote. l-Ie rnust deal 
with it on tho Loan Estimates. 

~Ir. ~HY~ES: I \Yas cudcnxourin~ to sho'.v 
th;t the railwa~ 'j \Yould pa~~ b:_ttcr if prcYions 
Ad1ninistration-s had giYcn n1ore at1C11Lon to 
rt:tii .. ~ay u1altcrs in con11cction \vith prcn-iding 
f['tcilities for people who arc functioning in 
cur prinuuy industries and '".:ho Rl'C se-ttled 
in the rc•mote ports of tho Staie, and als.1 for 
thnse c11gagcd in our agricultural industries. 

:\1r. S\YAYNE (Jiirani): We all recognise 
that this is one of the most important clopalt
nwnb \Ye have to deal with. In fact. con]1ied 
IYith the Department of l'ublic Lanch, l 5Clp

poso you can say it is the n1o:::t in1portin:t. I 
often think that to got a true conception of 
tlw whole position this depnrtmcm should 
be diocnssed along IYith the Departments of 
Public Lands and Agriculture, seeing that 
t h0y are so inextricably mixed tog<:ther. 
HoweYer, taking this department as far as 
pGssiblo on its O\Yn, there has been a Yery 
acute discussion. :VIombers of the Oppo-ition 
baYe naturally shown what the real position 
is. and have criticised the adminictraticn of 
tlte Government severely. Governm•cnt cup
porters, on tho other hand, haYe tried to 
make out the best case they can; bLtt I cannot 
hflp thiuking that any unbinsscd nader of 
the report of the debate will say lhat the 
Opposition hno had all the bf' ·l oi tho 
ergument. You cannot get over tho f;cc;t that, 
':horeas this big public utility was paying 
its ''""Y when the present Administration 
lor.k offic~, it ls noY~' going behind at the 
rntc of m·er £1,500.000 per nnnum on tho 
-nvcrag-c. Lot us tako the last three yc&ri'. 
In 1020-21 there \vas a loss in round figures 
of £1.700,000. tho next year a kss of 
£1.700,000, and the lust vear for which we 
ha{·e the figures there was a loss of £1.400,000, 
making an average loss of over £1.500.00rJ 
per annum. 'I'he hon. member for \\'~·nnum 
pointed out that w-: cannot keep piling np 
Jccsos in all our public departments. I 1>1ight 
cae-uallv remark th;;t the same state of 
tbings 'rrev Lil in regard to State enterprises. 
\Ye cannot go on piling up loss after ]o·s 
year by Y•'ar \Yith,Jut finding our:Scl\Tes at a 
dead end. I think we are only doing our 
<iuty >Yhcn we probe, as far 11s pos,ible, into 
tho causes which have brought ab.cut thi'J 
rewlt. Some hon. mewbers have , aid that 
the railway freights are too high, others 
thr,t they arc too ]mY. also that wages are 
too high. I tlo not think that tho position 
is attributable to those factors; at any rate, 
if it is due to that, it is only to a emall 
cxtcn t. I think m 0 ;elf that this peculiar 
position is duo to the policy of the Govern
ment as a whole-that it is clue to their dis
courngen~ent of land scttlem0nt and to their 
insi~h'ncc 011 perpetual lease in prefcrenc,~ to 
freehold hnure. 

The CHAlR:!'IIA:\T : Order ! I hope the 
hon. n1e1nbcr is not f!,'Oinz- to discuss land 
sd!lement. 

~1fr. S\VA Y :\TE : I am not, but I 1;-ould 
lilw to draw attention to the followi1,g lines 
in the last report of the Commi -si on er for 
Re ilwa~-s that we have, and I think. 2\Ir. 
Kin;-an. YOU will sec that m order to 
discuss , th;s matter intelligently, 1ve must 
cu.rsoril~,, at any rate~ touch on these 1natters. 
On page 11 of his report for 1921-1922, the 
Co1nmissioner says-

" \Ve cannot look to the railways pay
ing working expenses and full interest on 

[Mr. Hynes. 

~\gain he sr~ys-

ti1cre i:;; a ,-crv substantial 
the volume "of business 

" Fully-loaded trains throughout the 
State. ho\Yevcr, can only be secured by 
a .sui::~t ,.ntial incrcas,3 in tonnage." 

I ~.:1y that you cannot bring 
of the position only by 

ll:lCTt ' .and freights; you can 
1ncrc ('arnings by 0ncouraging the 
utili,"ntion those area~ of land which are 
adjacent to our rR.ihvays. 

The CH UR::\[A:\' Order ! Permit me to 
r·oint out to the hon. member that the 
admini>tration of this vote hac nothing to 
do 1vith lancl settlement. \Yhen the Esti
mate; of the Department of Public Lands 
are before the Committee, he will be able to 
roint out ho,.v the policy of the Government~ 
interferes with the freight on the railways. 
I think the hon. member himself will admit 
that this vote has nothing to do with land! 
settlement. 

:!'IIr. SW A YXE : I quit,c recognise the force 
of your argument, ;',ir. Kirwan. but the 
trouble is that when we get to the Land' 
Estimates and start to discuss them in their 
bearing on fhe raih,-ays, we shall be ruled 
out of orclcr because thev do not concern tho 
Hailway Department 'As I have already 
said. the interests of the two departments 
aro inter·wovcn. 

The CHAIR:UAX: I promise the hon. 
member that if he adopts that line of argn
~ncnt., I t:hall not preycrlt hin1 from pursuing 
Jt. 

~>1r. SW~-I.YXE: At anv rate, I would 
point out that possibly-ev.cn probably-the 
ea use of these continual losses on the rail-
way~· 1s be fc·nnd in the fact that between 
the' end 1914 anJ the end of 1921 the total 
area land occnjlied in Queensland 
decrease J from 358.331.163 acree to 342,45-U67 
acr('.'-. a {1cenvl.~c· cf 4 per cent.. although 
.c_lurinp: that 1wricd 1-hcrc \Yas an inrrca.so of 
14 per cer<. in the population. 'I'he total 
area oi land under cultiYation in Queensland 
<kcrc rsctl fr:,rn-~ 

The CHAIR::\L\X: Order : The hon 
member has been long enough in this Hous0 
to know what a ruling of the Chair means. 
If ho oiiends again, I shall ask him to 
resume his '-oat. He will be quite at liberty 
to discuss land settlement and freehold 
tenure, and all the rest of it. on the Esti
mates of the Department of Public Lands, 
but ccrtainlv not on the vote for the Chief 
Office of the Railway Department. 

:!'IIr. S\V.-\ YXE: I rlo not intend to do· 
that. I desire to touch upon it as bnring 
on this big acnnal locs of over £1,500,000 on 
the railways, and all I can say is that there 
has been a decrease in land settlement, 
IYhich I bdie,-o has a bcarinc: on the losso3 
of the Railway Department. 'The hon. mem
ber 1Yho just rnumed his scat talked about 
hon. members on this side of the House 
whining ahout the raih·:ay deficit, and being 
cxc·rcised in their minds because of it. Is 
it any wonder that thev should be exorcised 
in their minds to a cerbin extent, when 
they see the munner in which the department 
is going to th8 bad year after year? The 
hon. member went out of his way to Gnd 
Yarious reasons for the pooSition. Amongst 
others, he seemed to think that possibly the 
fact that a greater proportion of the popula
tion of Xew South \Vales and Victoria is in 
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S\ Jr:.cv ajld }IclLournc, respcctiYely, than 
tGar o'£ Queensland which is to be_ fow1d in 
Brisbane had somctlnng- to do wrth 1t. I 
du not think there '' lS n:ry n1uch in his 
nr&runlcnt but. at any rutl, I would like to 
po~-nt .m~' to the ::\Iinistcr that if Queensland 
i- fortlElate in that respect, her position is 
c lltircly due to the wise policy of previous 
Admi11i~trations. which hon. men1bers oppo
site call the old Tory Governments. They 
were the Government> \vhich utablished the 
'"'apart towns of Towm,·ille and Rock
hampton, each of \Yhich scnes a large dis
trict at the back. so that the produce of 
t!Jose districts need not go through Brisbane, 
a ihe only port in the Shte. That means 
that --;ye are in a fortunate position-to which 
t 111:~ hon. member referrecl-as compared with 
other States, but, unfortunately, although 
prL vious GoYernn1ents gave us such a fine 
foundation on which to build, and avoided 
ihe evil which the hon. member dwelt upon, 
e,·er since the Administration whom he sup
ports ha;-e been in power we haYe been 
going back in that regarcl, and are gradually 
drifting into the state which he deplores 
or deprecat•'S in Victoria and ::-i'ew South 
\V ales. I ha Ye figure' here showing that in 
spite of tho foresight of the Governments 
of the past, there has been an increasing 
drift to the large towns under Labour 
Administration. Our statistics show that, 
whereas in 1911 there were only 141,565 
persons in the cities, 90,S30 in the towns, and 
368.192 in the shires, in 1921 those figures 
had increased to 214.000 in i he cities, 125,000 
in the towns, and 423,000 only in the shires. 
}..,or the purposes of comparison, let us look 
at those fit;Llres. en a pcrc0ntage basis. In 
that period of ten :vears the population of 
the 0ities incr<easC'd by 51 per cent., that of 
tlw towns b,, 38 per cent., and that of the 
shires by only 15 per cent. If what the hon. 
member indicated be a virtue, then it most 
certain!" is lacking under this Aclministra
tion. · 

Hon. gentlemen oppo.-ite arc vC'r:, prone to 
tnake corn]1ari<2.ons behYcen the raihYay 
systems in this and ether States in order to 
dc:n1on:~trate the success of the ...:vstmn in 
Qucensland. I have figures herf' i'n regard 
to South Australia, from which I find that 
Qucem-land has an area c,f 670,000 square 
wiles and a population of 800,000, whilst 
South Australia has an area of 380,070 square 
miles and a populetion of 502.000. Moreover, 
Queeneland is infinitely richer in some 
resppcts than South Australia, because she 
has 164,0CO square miles of land where the 
rainfall is over 30 inches a Year, whereas 
South Australia has nothing of the kind. I 
fine! that South Australian railways returned 
to the consolidat0d revenue £760,000. equal 
to an interest on the capital expended of 
£3 15s .. \Yhereas in Queensland the retnrn 
was only £344,000, equal to a return on 
capital of onlv £1 7s. lcL It cannot be said 
that the diff,;rence in the rwsitic,ns of the 
two Stntes depends upon a difference in 
wages, because a con1parison of the aYerage 
(-arnings of the ma1111al workers in the two 
Statc,-I think you can take the figures as 
indicating the rates on the railways as well 
-sho" s that there is very little to choose 
between the two. • 

I find that the worker in South Australia 
earns £166, whereas in Queensland he only 
earns £161. Those figures show that appar
<'ntly the wages in South Australia compare 
favourably with the wages paid in Queens
land, and at the same time South Australia 
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is paying ... -£3 15s. per cent. on the lllOllf'J 
invested 111 the railwavs, and 

[~.30 p.m.] Queensland is only pa;Ying oe: 
4s. lcl. per cerit. As hon. mer11· 

h':rs C!ppositc arc ,-cr:v fond 0£ n1aking: Coin
pari 01r \Yith other State~, I thought rt wau 
i ust as ,,-cl! to bring this matter up. l 
knm' that th- lender of the Country party 
has rnado a compa.rison between our systetn 
a ne\ the system in )I ew South \V ales to the 
ciisaclYant~gc of Queensland. South Australis, 
does not charge higher fl"eights than 
Queensland. I do not wish to g·o into .t~at 
matter because the leader of the Opposition 
has made a fu:l comparison of the freights 
paid throughout Australia. It will be found 
on reading those figures that Queensland does 
not charge less than the other States, but 
more. I find in connection with goods carry
ing heavy freight charges that in Queensla'!d 
the charge per 100 miles is 89s. 4d., and m 
South AustrnJia it is only 77s. 3d. For 200 
miln and 300 miles somewhat the sanie ratio 
obtains. When I come to the low freight 
eh rges I find that for 100 miles Queensland 
cl~ar~e> 10s. 2cL, and South Australia only 
eh a rges Ss. For 300 miles I find that Queen.s
land charges 30s, 3d., and South Austraha 
2ls. 1d. There is something wrong when 
Qn.censland is at such a disadvantage. 

One of the factors that bear on this situa
tion is the heavy taxation. The discourage
mertt to enterprises of all kinds. the dis
courilgement of primary production which: 
results in the railways not obtaining tho 
frcig·h 1: that they would otherwise carry, and 
the discouragement of secondary industr1es, 
arc all factors bearing on tbis matter. \Ve 
haYG been able to shmv that the increase in 
the momber of factories in Queensland doe;, 
uot compare favourabl:<' with the increase 
in other States. All those factors are largely 
tending to make the position of our railways 
unsatisfactory. I beli8\~e that the Oommis
~ionPr is doing ,eYcJ·~-thillg he can to 1nake 
the railways pa:~·. I do not think that any 
othCl' man in his position could do more 
than h>c is doing. He points out in his report 
th"t he has reduced the cost of the train mile. 
I know from my own ohsen·ations that he 
has largely increased the engine loads. That 
is a step in the direction of keeping down 
expenses. On the other hand I would like· 
t•.1 point out that there is a set-off, so to speak, 
on that saving of expenses to the disadvan
tnge of country resident-;, who are being 
deprived of the railway advantages that they 
haye had in the past. I know that the Com
n1issioner ca.nnot help it: he has i:o do his 
best. The curtailment of tho:;n adyantages 
to people living in the outside districts partly 
a•·counts for the increase in the train loads. 

Another factor that year by year is increas
ing in its bearing upon the general position 
of the revenue obtained from the department 
is in connection with the high capitalisation 
of our railwavs. Fullv one-fifth of the cost 
of construction is bci.ng wasted under the 
present system. :Meaning that if a road cosb 
£10,000 per mile to build instead of £8,GOO 
and the money is costing 5 per cent., that 
railway has to earn £100 per· annum more 
to pay interest. I cannot deal with loan 
expenditure here, but possibly when we reach 
the Loan Estimates we shall be able to 
instruct the Minister in many ways. I doubt 
whether we shall ever reach those Estimates
it is a good many years since we did. I can
not help smiling, Mr. Kirwan, when you 
seriously ask me to wait nntil we get to that 
vote. 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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Tho CH.'IIR:VL\:\": It 
in the hands of the hon. 
hiendc in Opposition. 

1 Clro-pl'.T 

a~;d chi's 

Mr. SW A Y:'\E: I would like to deal with 
matters affecting the Kcrth and 2'\orth-west 
of Quccusland. At Rockhampton two lots of 
passengers change trains-one lot going \Vest 
to Longrcach, and another lot going 2'\ orth to 
:Vlackay. Probably when the Korth Coast 
lino is completed to Townsvillc the altera
tion in the t ime-tablo may relieve the 
position in the latter case. The people have 
to wait two or three hours in Rockhampton. 
The; department htwe done something for the 
pas,engers in the way of providing refresh
ment-rooms and catering conveniences. but I 
would like it to consider further the conveni
ence of travellers and erect bathrooms and 
changing-places. It is not very pleasant for 
a passenger, after having spent one night in 
the train in the hot weather, to undergo 
another night in the train without changing. 
I think the matter could be arranged at 
Rockhampton without any loss to the depart
ment. I understand that there is plenty of 
room for the purpose. The department could 
make a charge, say, of 2s., oe what<wer 
charge is nec€Ssary to recoup them. At the 
present time by the time passengers paid for 
a, car or cab to go to a hotel and paid for a 
room so as to be able to have a bath and 
change they would expend Ss. or 10s. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoornba): During 
this debate various phases of the railway 
position have been under discussion, and we 
hav-e had many comparisons with other 
States. We have had a comparison of the 
wages paid. We have also heard various 
reasons advanced for the deficit on our rail
ways. I have some comparisons between the 
wages paid in Queensland and Victoria, but 
I do not propose to quote them all. I have 
gone very carefully through the various 
items, and have taken the figures from the 
latest a wards in Queensland and Victoria. 
Taking the figures by a.nd large I find that 
in a few instances the wages paid are less 
in Victoria than in Queensland, but in the 
instances in which a large body of employees 
is concerned, the wages are consid-erablv 
higher in Victoria than in Queensland. I 
propose to quote a few by way of comparison, 
and to show that the statement made by the 
Minister that the railway deficit is the r-esult 
of giving greater benefi-ts to the workers in 
'Queensland is not correct. 

When a .definite ·statement is made it is 
just as well that we should look into the 
figures and see what the position really is. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You want 
to compare 1914-15 with 1922-23-that is the 
test. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I want to compare the 
wages paid during the periods that these 
deficits were made. We are past the 1914-15 
period, and I have not got the figures before 
me. The Government of the day in Queens
land are a Labour Government, and they are 
finding the wages of their emplo:,·ees. The 
boast is continually being made that the 
employees under their administration are 
much better conditioned than the employees 
in the other States. 

Mr. CoLLI:'\S: Quote the population of 
Victoria, too. 

l\lr. ROBERTS: A man has to live, 
independent of the population. I will just 
quote the rates paid to-day to a number of 

[Mr. Swayne. 

the <•mployecs in Queen land as compared 
·with sin1llar employees in \ 1 ictoria. They 
arc-

Grade. Queensland. Yirtoria. 

Day. 
17 s 
lS,S 

Air Driller and Tapper 
Anglesmith .. 
Blacksmith .. 
lloilcrmnker•s Help .. 
Boilermaker 

Da)·. 
l:i/10 
18. 8 
lb 8 
1 j ·) 

1s, 2 ia 1o;z 
Hour. 

17/-to 18/11 
H'G 
ltl ~ 

Hol1~. 
Brirklayer 
]~naine-~dl'iYer-

o Class-± 
Class 3 
Class~ 
Class 1 

Fireman 
Fitter 
Fitter in Charge 
Fitter and Turner 
Fitter's Assistant 
Forgeman 
Furnacen1an .. 

Labourer (Casual) 

Cleaner-Lighter 
Loco. Crane Driver . . 

Machine Borer 

l\Iason 

3Iessenger .. 
Patternmaker 
Signalman-

Class 4 .. 
Class 3 .. 
Class 2 .. 
Class 1 
Special .. 

2 .! 
Day. 
10/2 
17/2 
18/2 
10 :!. 

14/- to 15/-
18 :!. 

19.'2 to 20/2 
18 2 

H/10 
20/10 

16/6 to 17/8 
Hour. I 

1/Sl;ri~/;11!1 
13 6 I 

15/10 ' 
Week. 

9019 
Hour. 
2/4 
Day. 
13;5 

18/10 

14 2 
15 -
16.'-

16110 
17,2 & 18/6 

2 G 
Day. 

1o;o to 17.·-
17 'G to 18;-
18 'G to 10/-

19/G 
14,-to 13/5 
17/- to 18/7 
20/- to 21,-

18/7 
H;-
19/6 

15/6 to 17;9 
Hour 
2'0t 
DaY. 

14/- to 14/6 
15 '-to 16/

Week. 
93 ._ 

Hour. 
2/iif 
Day. 

13/- to 1316 
20/1 

}~(~ 
15/6 
15 (i 
18;-

I think it is only fair to say that the clerks 
in the railway service here never reach . th.e 
maximum of their classification, because It Is 
withheld from them. There is also, in addi
tion, a 5 per cent. reduction operating with 
recrard to the salaries of the clerks in Queens-
la~d-

SALARIED GRADES. 

Grade. 

Ambulance Officer 
Chemist 
Clerk-

Juniors .. 
Class 6 
Class 5 
Class 4 
Clas~ 3 
Class 2 
Class 1 

Depot Foreman
A Grade 
B Grade 
C Grade 

Draughtsman
Junior .. 
Adult 
1st Grade 

Engineer-
Various 
District 

Station-master- , 
5th Class and i 

Under 1 

4th Class ' 
3rd Cl as' 
2nd ClaS' 
1st Class 

Ticket Inspector 
Timber Inspector 
Yard Foreman 

Queensland. 

Annnal. 
£310-350 

3.!5-450 

65-160 
200-260 
270-300 
310-350 
360-400 
410-460 
470-520 

340-425 
340-403 
310-385 

10-!-170 
200-270 
310-385 

405-700 
500-700 

235~-255 
2G~J-28G 
295-310 . 
323-340 I 

365 and over 
260-300 I 
280-365 . 
2;)0-300 

Victoria. 

Annual. 
£347-392 
400-467 

82-252 
262-292 
307-322 
3:37-352 
272-3~)2 
402-422 
442-467 

437-542 
392-492 
332-392 

140-183 
222-282 
?02-400 

492-667 
542-302 

242-332 
347-36i 
377-392 
41?.-437 
467-492 
277-317 
317-332 
277-'322 

Those are onlv a few of the grades which 
I have picked out from the table I have had 
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r.rcpared. I have not picked out tho:::e grades 
which show up fayourablv to Victoria. I 
haYC (1uoted thcn1 a~ I 've.nt along, 'vhcther 
the0 -::ere lees or greater in Queensland. 
\Vhat I ,., ant to shov: is that. taking them 
by and large, the advantages so far as ·wages 
go e~rtainly arc in fayour of the employees 
in Victoria. It cannot be honestly stated, 
r.s it has been repeatedly from the Gm·ern
ment side. that these deficits are clue to 
the better conditions of the men who are 
c>mployecl as against the conditions of the 
men in Victoria. There is another striking 
p•}int that I noticed when the hon. member 
for Townsville was speaking. He quoted a 
certain paragraph from the report of the 
Commi"'ioner for 1922. I ha vc hero a table 
1wepared by the Commissioner for Railways. 
Ho says that. if the fares and freights had 
been increased to the same extent that they 
ha vc been in the other States, then the 
comparison would be equally favourable. I 
\Yant to take exception to that. If these 
increases were allowed on the traffic, then 
the loss would have been still greater in 
·Queensland as compared with the other 
States. What is the position? In 1914-15 
the railways were earning on the net capital 
£4 Os. Bel. per cent., and in 1921-22 they were 
only earning 15s. 4~d. Let us look at the 
position in the other States. In 1914-15 the 
railways in New South \Vales were earning 
£3 12s. 1c1., and in 1921-22, after they had 
11aesecl through the war the same as we did 
in Queensland, they earned £4 17s. 7cl. I 
have already quoted the figures for Victoria, 
and shown that they were paying quite as 
good wages in compa.rison as were paid in 
this State, and the earnings of the railwa\ s 
there in 1914-15 -were £2 per cent., while in 
1921-22 they earned £4 Os. 5cl. 

In South Australia they 

In 1914-15 
In 1921-22 

In ·weste-rn Australia
In 1914-15 
In 1921-22 

vYerc earniug-
£ ·'·d. 
1 16 2 
3 15 7 

3 6 0 
2 12 10 

That showo the position ~D far as that is 
'concerned. 

When the prc;,ent GoYcrnment were sitting 
in Oppo.sition a few years ago, they com
plained about the number of men who were 
watching the lengths of our railwavs. Let 
me give a comparison between Queensland 
and other States in this matter. I am not 
going to say anything againct the \'ommis
sioner for Railways in this regard, but I 
want to show that the present Government 
were always claiming credit for helping the 
employees. and that this attitude is not 
borne out by statistics:-

Employees, per I Train :'\Iilc 
~file of Railway. per Employee. 

------------ ---------------
Queensland .. 
New South Wales 
Victoria . . . . 
South Australia .. I 
'Vestern Australia 

I 

2'71 
7•23 
6"25 
4'6 1 

----------. ------

618 
501 
DOO 
588 
586 

\Vestern Australia is the only State showing 
fewer employees per mile of raihra:v than 
Queensland. Then we haYe to take the posi
tion .as far ns wages, earning po\YCr, and 
n1en en1ployed on the raihvavs are conC'crned. 
There is not the least doubt that we have 

f0· f'r rncn C:'1npluy0d tbnr; other Stnh .~. The 
Mini,ter admitred it b,v interjcctio'l ]a,,t night. 

The Sr:CBETARl FOR H.\TL\V.\YS: I u:.;;O<cl tlH~ 
l"Ptnark jn rc'pl~- to 1lw stntc'nlcnt that 1ro 
wcrp o \·cr::..taffc{ ~. 

::'vlr. HOBEHTS: \Ye hatl the great gcntle
ln<J n "ho lb. no1v Seerctarv for H.ai hva V3 
critici:-ing our Gon~rnmcnt ~at con.3ideraljle 
length ~.-, hc>n wP 1n~rc in po1Yer because we 
dared to run the raihYaYs at a le. '3er rate 
per mile than the other 'states. The thirw 
that is --.\ rnng, iu n1~· opinion, is that th~ 
GoYernrnent ar(' interfPring too 1nnch with 
the control of the raihv_ws. The Gm·crn
ment talk as thoug-h the:i expect continual 
rlcfic1ts. 

Mr. CoLLIXS : You oug·ht to be made to 
proyo your case. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I will tell the hon. 
member what the Premier said when the 
elections were on. He told the people and 
employees of Queensland that we should not 
expert the railways_ to pay. I say that we 
must expect: the radways to pay. I do not 
clc'-!re to cl!Slmss any men to achieve that 
object, but I am not standing for a policy 
wh1ch says that we should . not expect the 
ra!lwavs t,) pay. The Prem1er, on the 26th 
April. when facing the electors and in the. 
endeavour to camouflage the position, said 
that 1t was as absurd to expect the main 
roads of the State to show a profit as to 
demand a proflt from our railways. 

Mr. CARTER: How do you propose to make 
them pay? 

:Mr. ROBERTS: The hon. member for 
Bun·um spoke about political interference, 
and I have in my hand a copy of the notice 

h1ch was referred to bv mv leader last 
night. It is a notice numbered 1.623, and 
was i 'SUed on the eve of the elections. It 
reads. 

'' I:\'STRUCTIO:'\S TO HAIL\YAY 
E::VIPLOYEES. 

"FoR UsE OF OFFICIALs O~LY. 

" It has been decided that where pos· 
sible employees are to be granted a 
holiday, without loss of pay, on election 
clay. Those c•mployees who are requirocl 
to work will be paid at the rate of time 
and a half." 

:\'o businccs man would do such a thing, and 
I cannot imagine the Commissioner for Rail
wa~·s issuing surh an edict without the direc
tion of the Government. I cannot imagine 
the Commissioner taking it upon h1mself to 
issue that edict. That is one of the inter
ferences 1vith the Railwa,- Department which 
is not warranted when the Government are 
running the raihvays at a loss. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is merely 
an exercise of governmental power. 

Mr. ROBERTS : I haye a large number 
of railwavmen in mv electorate, and I want 
to know 'whv theY are not treated the same 
as i·hc rest of the employees in Queensland? 
They d0 not demand, and would not expect 
to be treated -cliffcrcntl,- to the other wage
r:uners of the State. YVhy should any wage
earner have a holiday on election da:: 9 

J\Ir. CoLLJXS: \Yhv should he not? It 
onl:;..~ comes 9nce in ev:ery three years. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Because it is unthinkable. 
The electiom aro g-enerally held on Saturda,y, 

Jfr. RobeTts.] 
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find. 1f thi-= l'fElH' t' b, a general practirc. 
the \\he:k nf the bn::ine~"3 c~ thr State \Yonld 
cOllH' tu n stnnd~·tl11. Employee:" h~YC' plcnt.'· 
CJf bn1e 10 \·ntc out uf y,·orking bour~. 

:\11'. COLLI:\~ : Ho,,; "·ould son1E' of the 
r:aYYics in lll\' electorate g-et on? The: 
, .. ,on~d b0 nuc1hlc to c:xPrcisC their Yotes b~
renscn o: their CI_nployn1ent and localit~·. · 

:\1r. ROREH.TS: I quite agree th-'t. if 
it J.;; thL' policy of the Goycrn1nc1lt that 
f'~nplo~·c..._s are to llC paid on eh •tion day, 
nH'n -who \York ou Plcction day 2ho;.dd gC't 
additional lllOllPY. \Yln should' theY not g·~t 
double pay? That "·ould- be mo.re equit
able if there \Yac any hone.t,1· in the polic,1· 
at all. I con-idcr the \Yholl' principle is 
wrong. and I do HJt st"nd foe· it. I do not 
think the railway • tnployee' stand for it. I 
think that rl ,~ railwaY S£'rYicc should ~et 
<nYa 0· from this feeling' of debt. and. that 'iYe 
shonlcl all look upon the raihyay .service as 
somcthinf!· o; ·which \.VC arc proud. 

~Ir. C':JLU:-;~: You ha Ye not yet pro;-ed 
yonr ca~c about interference. 

:\Jr. ROBERTS: I wish to mention 
anotl1cr thing thnt is not a paying propo.si
tion and in comwction "·ith which volitical 
intc·rfcrcn('C' is brought to bear. 

::\Ir. CoLUNS: You had the BCrYicc fi11ed 
with yc:nr political friends \Yhen your party 
\Yas in power. 

:\lr. ROBERTS: The sccrcta,·y or the 
Au,trolian FcdcratPd l!nion of LocomotiYe 
Enginocr.:;; definite}~.~ .f'hargrd the~ (',)n1lnis
sioPPr fer Rnihnt- .:- \Yith f'ffr-cting- cconon1Y 
b~· t1JP cotninuan('L~ of :=-hon-tin1c p}np1oyn1C'l~t 
.an<1 by running- faulty engines. Hon. l11C'ln~ 
bcr, \Yill pc·~sibJy rcn-:cn1bcr it. but. in an:'\
C'R~e I wiJl rcfrod1 their 1norPoricB. I thonQ·ht 
it 1ras not fair io the Com1nissioner 'for 
Raih·n1y~-- and that it ··xFio:: nn astounri.ing 
stat"nH~llL to 1nalu•: o::o I a kr>d h1 thi~ IIon;,p 
whether the statement isenecl h- the srcrrtan
of the ,-\nstralian Fcdt'rat< cl Cnion of Loro
JnotiYc Enr:rincc-r~ had hr. ,::-n nrov( ~1. and the 

S'ccr0tar-r for Rai1v-ay~ denied the• 
[5 p.111.] statcrncrit that rl0anCrs '""C'rc rorr-

tinnt'd on ~hart timr. I \Yill take 
hon. rncrnbrrs no·w to a p0ri(}cl a fc"\V n1onths. 
lat<"r, to show what the position was thrr.. A 
notice wa o. is,ucd to the officials at Too
woon1ba~thc very plac0 vi·hcrc the~e 111011 

\YOre cmploycd~son1o of thcn1 arc nu~n. 
h'lYC I£011P j)nst their boyhood days but 
Jlot rcr·ciY~: ,1 pron1otion. Ther:... was an 
instruction issueccl that they wer€ cell to he 
emnloycd. Thcr, "Q;ain I contend political 
inflnencc ""\Vas bronght t-o ln- ar. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.UL\'V"AYS: That JS not 
correct. 

J\Ir. ROBERTS: The :\Iinister stated on 
the ad,-ice of the Commissioner that these 
men were not rt'qnired, and that tho state
ment that the engines were dirty \Yas not 
true. There \vero no more enzines running 
at the time this noiice was issued than thero 
wero nrcvi0uR to tn~,- a;:;;king the question in 
this Houoe when the secretarv to thA Loco
motive Engineers' Union macle this state
ment, because I made inquiries. If there 
was not work for thc·e men twolYe mont-hs 
before the election and no more enginec were 
runni.ng and no greater 1nileage was being run 
by the engin<'o,, wh:v were these men put on 
on the eye of an election? I say definitely 
that the edict went forth that every man who 
could be found \York on the eve of the 
election was to bo found work, 

[Mr. Roberts. 

The S!eCRETARY FOR R,ur.WAYS: That 1s 
false. Reac1 the memorandum or statement 
you cornp1ain of. 

:'.Ir. ROBERTS: iYhat statement? 

The SE:'RET\RY ron HAIL WAYS: You said 
instruction::; ,. ere issued that 111011 were to be 
cmploved irrespectiYe oi ,,-hether they were 
required or not. 

:VJr. RODERTS: I did not say that. ::\Iy 
conclusiOn 1s that they were not required. 

The SECRETARY roR RAIL WAYS: Your con
clusion is ridiculous. 

:\lr. R OBERTS : 
Goyernmcnt i 'ucd 
an election that 
employed. 

:\Iy statement is that the 
instructions on the eYe of 
eYe;? man was to be 

The SE,'RC:TATIY FOR RAILWAYS: That is 
false. 

:\Ir. ROBERTS: The hon. member for 
Toowcomba, \Yho is now Assistant Home 
Secretary, took credit to himself because he 
\Cas able to get these men employed, and I 
came to the conclusion that the edict went 
forth that CYel'Y a1·ailable man-even dis
gruntled worke1~wa~ to be employed to try 
and wiu support at the elections. 

The SECRETARY rOR RAILWAYS: You ought 
to proyc that statement or withdraw it. 

:\lr. ROBERTS: I cannot go any further 
than I have gone. It is for the Mini,ter to 
disprov.~· it. I-Ie says these rl1en "\Yere not 
employed, 

The f'ECRETARY FOR RAIL\\"AYS: I say no 
such instructions \Yere issued. 

}1r. ROBERTS: The hon. gentleman has 
the right of denial. I am making the ctate
JEent. and let him deny it. I am accusing 
him and hi~ GoY£rnn1cnt, not the Comn1is
~ioncr. of undue influence. 

Hon. F. T. BREXX\X: Read that paragraph 
in the paper. 

:\Ir. ROBERTS: Like the hon. member, I 
C'annot carry eYcry nC\Y.Spaper in n1y pocket. 

I "·ish now to touch on the question of 
Tail motors, and I think the hon. member 
for Too"\vocn1ba "\\ill agreo with n1y re1narks. 
Last ye-ar I a~:kcd a series of qnc~tions in 
rPgard to thc~c rail rnotors, and I regret 
that it has taken such a long time to settle 
this question. \Ve haye the experience of 
="" cw So m h \Ya !cs and Victoria, and we know 
they arc profitab1c iuyc.;;tmc,nts ~o far as the 
department is concerned, and of considerable 
conyenienco on ra ihvavs \vhere there is only 
a light traffic. iVe li'ave similar conditions 
on our railways adjacent to Too\voomba. 
nch as the stretch to Pittsworth and along 

towards Gowric J unci ion from iVillowburn. 
A larg-e munb0r of "orkcrs traYel oyer those 
line·, ·to and from their employment eyery 
daY, and I am anxions that the Commissionm· 
sh~uld g-ive this matter speedy attention. 

The bell indica.ted that the hon. member's 
time had expired, 

:\Ir. DASH (J"lunrlinr;burra) : I listened 
verv altentiwly to the speeches delivered by 
mcr;.,bers of tho Opposition in criticism of the 
Gov('rnmcnt and of the administration of the 
Railway Department. and I must say that 
I fail to se~ thrrt they have proved their case 
in any "·hapo or form. The hon. member for 
Oxlcy' seemed to be very pleased with what 
he saw, and. as he ie deputy leader of the 
Opposition, I presume he speaks with the 
sanction of the Opposition. He stated that 
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'he found the rail wt~.::. '\Yf~re working in ~plcn
·did order, but he found in Xorth Queen land 
the efficiency not so good as it is in Southern 
Queensland. He iJ a second .Jeremiah, like 
Senator PcarcC'. Con1n1ornvealth ~1inister for 
Defence, \Yho not so long ao·o spoke about tho 
~'go slo'\Y '' policy of the ~Yaterside workers 
at BmYcn. and I may say he was ,-ery abl,· 
te.kcn to task by the hon. member for that 
district. The g-r< 't crv in connection with 
our railwi>ys is that they do not pay. \Ve 
kno"· that the railways do not pay, and, so 
far as Xorth Qucomland is concerned. it is 
Temarkable that. they pay as well as they do 
at the present tune. One of the reasons for 
the d .. .Jiciency in the ~orth is the slump in 
the mmmg and meat mdustries. \Yhen the 
n1eat"-orks were working, full trains of truckf 
had to be taken right from the meatworks 
ont to Daj a.rra and ··the furthermost narts of 
the raihvays in order to bring bacl~ stock; 
2-nd \Vhen the mines were working, these 
tr~tcks on t11e wa\· out would be fully laden 
with coke and coal. and would take minin~ 
timber, firewood. and the necessary provi'. 
?tons for the largc.number of people working 
111 the r.mnes. It 1s common knowledge that 
the closing of the n1ines 1nea.nt a serious losg 
to the ~orthern Railwav. The General 
1\Ianager in the K orthern "division has been 
at his wits' end to try and cut down expenses 
.a_nd 1nak; the rarl·ways earn as much as pos~ 
srble. \\ e also know that we have not the 
·.?an1e clas~ of rolling-stock. especially engines, 
m !he ::-\orth that there is in the South. 
It rs year:s since any new enginf. ,, wprc 
St•nt to :\orth Queensland. and the men 
ha vc th€' greatestdifficulty in doing the work 
":' th the engmes at their disposal. 
'I h~y. will l~ilVC' to contmue m the present 
pos1hon untrl the line to Townsville ;s com
plet.ed. We know it is very costly to ship 
engmes b:-· boat to Tmnnville. Th0 General 
J\:Ianag-er in. the Xorth was compelled quite 
recently. mn?g- t<; the development that has 
~~ken place m ?\orth Queensland. io get a 
large !lumbe!~ of trucks n11 bv stcarner to ClJ}lO 
wnh the worK at Cairns and ]n the hinter~ and. 
\Ye cannot exped the same work from the 
cl1.ss of engine that the" have in the North 
as \Ye can frorn the eng:lnt s in the southe1·n 
portion of the State. -

Mr. KELSO: The :Ylini,tcr said all the 
er..ginc•· \YCrc good last year. 

The SE.'RETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I eaid \Ye 
~ta..-o more cffPctiYe engines than yoar party 
nad. 

Mr. DASH: The men in ::'\orth Quunslancl 
haYe gt·eat difficulty in coping with the work, 
and lt't n., hope that, \vhen the line ie com· 
plctccl to. Townsville, l\orth Qu€'enslanc1 will 
be pronded \nth a stock of up-to-date 
eng"illc.". I \Yant further to ~ay \Yjth regard 
:'J our -\\·orkshops in Townsvilh: that 
I hope .that th< Government will 11ot adopt 
the pohr-.- of bnng1ng the greater portion 
cf tlw work rcqnir"d in the Xorth down to 
the IpS\Yich \\'orksho])'o, and that th<>v \Yill 
not con~truci all the ne\v carrja2:"GS ·there. 
\Y o h. y·c the workmen in X orth Queen,lancl. 
~nd with n n outlay of a few thousand pounds 
m up~to-clatc machinerY we \\'ould be able 
to do \York a~ effcctiv'eh- as in ?..llY ,AhPr 
part of the State. The t'racksmen there are 
firo:t-rlas~ workn1on. and \Ye have space to 
~nild ac~ditions to th0 \Yorkshops when the 

1 r_mc> arn,-es .. The General iYianagcr for the 
l'\orth0rn RaJ!ways has ta.ken up with the 
r:onunisl3ioner and the Governn1ent in the 

mcttcr of irnproYin(( the railwav faciliti~s at 
Townsville. It will not be lor;g before we 
l~avo the train running from To\'Yn~vil1c to 
Brisbane, and the railwav vards will have to 
La remodelled to cope" ,\·ith the chatwed 
coudi tjons. o 

The CHAIR::\1A::-;;: Order! The hon. mem· 
ber \Yill not be in order in discussin~ that 
mn,ltcr, because the expenditure in tl11~'t con· 
nectiDn invoh·es loan n1oney. 

~\Ir. DASH: I am talking aboL1t the 
remodelling of the yards. 

The CHAIRiYIA?\ : The hon. member will 
be in orckr in discussing the que,tion of 
111aintcnanc.c. 

::\Ir. DASH: This will be maintenance 
YYOl k. The remodelling of the yards \vill 
necessitate a large amount of 1noney being 
spent fl·.on1 revenu-e. I know fro1n discussing 
this matt,"· "ith rhe General :VIanager with 
regard to money for different jobs that this 
~noney con1es out of revenue. I quite agree 
that for new \vorks the monev will come 
out of lou,n, so I will not touch "upon that. 

When through connection is established 
with Tmvnsville great alterations will have 
to be made in the railway yards there. I 
am pleased that the Commissioner and the 
Govennnent are giving serious consideration 
to the matter of remodelling the yards, u,nd 
placing better facilities at the disposal of 
the General ~Ianager to enable him to 
handle the trains more efficientlv than he 
can do at the present time. I also notice 
that quite recently in the north-western por
tion of Queensland. in the Cloncul'l'\" district. 
a development has taken place with regard 
to the finding of silver and lead ore. If that 
turn~:- out as \YC antiripat£> it ·will causP 
greater E'r'tivity in North~west Queensland 
and enable tlw ru,ilwavs to earn more than 
thP.". are t?arning no\v." 

Another thing ,,-hich the Gm·ernment have 
taken into considerati<Jn, and which previous. 
GoYernments neYer did, is tD provide cheaper 
fare,. to enable people who live in the \Yd
tern countrv to Yisit the seaside once a vear. 
l:ndcr the old Tory system the people ir, the 
·west had no facili*ics placed in their way, 
ru1d there was no reductwn of fares to enable 
them to visit the se:1sidc; but om· Gm· ern· 
lllC~lt haYc- l'C~(lclcPd the fare:--- considerablv to 
<'Eablc families to eniov some of the comr'ons 
,,-,hich city dwellers ·have. 

Another matter which I wish the GoYern
ment i·O take notice of is th,:, handling of the 
railY,-ay traffic in TownsviJlo. At the pre
sent time, and for some time to come, large 
amountJ of coal will be shipped over the 
wharYcs in To;,-nsvillc. The Harbour Board 
haYe been alive to the situation and have 
hac! Nccted a YCl'c larg-e cratie by which the 
coal ( clll be handled bv the waterside 
worker.'. and that will cheapen the cost of 
coal to the shipping people and buyers from 
oversca. 

Another matter in regard to which we 
must commend the Commissioner for Rail~ 
ways and his officers is the time-table they 
haYe dr.~cwn up for the Brisbane to Towns
Yille sen·ice. \Vc flnd by the tentative time
ta hie dra \Yn up that. if you lea. ye here about 
2 o'clock on Friday afternoon, you can land in 
Townsville on Sunday morning at 6 o'clock. 
I would like the matter to receive full con
sideration. Personally, I t'Rink that, if the 

Mr. Dash.] 
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train left here on Saturday and arrived in 
Tmn1sville en ::Uonday, it would suit the 
~orthcrn pe{)p]e better than arriving- on 
Sunda.y rnorning-. because business \Yould be 
completed in Brisban0 at 1 o'clock by people 
decirons of g·oing :\:orth, and they wonld be 
in Town~YillP 'rhon businP'<; rcsnn1cd on 
2\Iondav morning. I hope that that sugges
tion will ho full:· considered. 

\\'c find that the Railway Department have 
a1 ·1 taken into consideration the 1118tter of 
quidrcr trAnf-lit for lengthsrrren. rfhe lPngths
lllCll haYO :1, Yerv hard 1-ask \VhE"'n tho'P have 
to pump against a big head wind. There 
aJ·c open spaces for miles on which not a 
tree is to be seen. The a\l'ard sdc ont 
that the men shall pump one way in their 
0\Yn time and the other wav in the Commis
sioner's tln1c. but at tin1es 'it is a vcrv diffi
cult task after doing a hard clay's ":ork to 
pump home against a stiff heacl wind. It is 
to the credit of the Government that they 
nrc [(oinri to g·ive the system recommended 
h:v the Commissioner to improyo the condi
tions of the lcngthsmen a trial. The pro
posal is to enable len[(thsmen to come 
tog-ether in big camps where there will be 
h0ttcr facilities for schooling and other 
adYanta[(<' which they have not got at the 
present time. It is to be hoped that the 
experiment will be successful, even if a 
monetary Ios,< is involved. \'IT e believe that 
the l8ngthmwn living in remote parts of the 
State should haYe some comforts. even if it 
is at the expense of the ta.,pa:;-ers of the 
State. 

:\1r. KELSO: \\"ho suggested that? 

1\Ir. DASH: The suggestion came from the 
officers of the Railway Department. I under
stand thrrt the General Mana~·cr of the :!\or
thorn RaihYays took a very big part in the 
matter, and that some of the lengihsmen 
also made suggestions with regard io it. \Ve 
heard n whine from Opposition members 
about the homos the lengthsmen are living 
in at the present time. 

J\Ir. ROBERTS: It is more than a whine 
from th{) \Yomen who havL to live in them. 

:\Ir. DASH: I am going to reply to that. 
The houses \Yhich hon. members opposite are 
complaining about the lcngthsmen having 
to live in were put there by their Govern
ml'nt, and it is only by this Government that 
any attempt has been made to provide 
dcr•nt accommodation for the lengthsmen. 
\Vhcrr hon. members oppositB \rere in power, 
tlw houses which the lengthsmen were com
pelled to ]iye in were hovels and were a dis
grace; vet to-dav we find hon. members 
oppmitr 'trying to 'blame this Governn1ent for 
wnwthing which as don{) by their Govern
ment \Yhen in office. Our Government haye 
~pout a largP snn1 of 1noney in trying to 
tmprovo the conditions of the lengthsmen in 
the remote portions of the State. \Vc hear 
a lot of tft!k about what they haye not done 
in regard to the lengthsmen and others. 
\VIwn hon. members opposite were in power 
and were faced with financial difliculties 
they immediately reduced the wages of the 
longthsmcn. They also increased the lengths 
by 50 per cent., and they knocked off a man 
in each g-ang. <'xpecting the men left in the 
gang to do 50 per c~'nt. more \>ork, c~nd rail
\Yavs were run at that ti1ne in a 111ore 
dat;gNous condition than thev have ever 
been run under Labour admini'stration. 

[Mr. Dash. 

Mr. RoBERT~: You have done all that 
Yoursdf. Yon have reduced the number of 
~nen. redeccd the wages, and increased the 
lengths. 

:\lr. DJ,S li : Hon. mcmbors opposite seem 
to bo taking credit to thenrselYes for thL 
railwaY meu hcing better off to-day than 
thoy '~ere under their O\Yn _:\dn1inistration. 
\Yhen they were in pm•:cr they would not 
allow the LlihHty men to rcppea] to the court 
for the purpose of having thcie wages and 
conditions adjusted. I can remember the 
time \Yhcn the raih·ay men asked the Den
ham Govcrnmellt, of which the hon. member 
for \Ynmum was a member, to allow them 
to go before a judge not to givB a decision, 
but to hear their g'rieyancc.s in connection 
"-"'·jth thr-ir 'York, and the request was refused 
point blallk. 

Thcv ":en \Vent so frrr as to etok the 
Gover;1mcnt a,t thrrt time to allow ihem a 
\Yaaes board. or a board of sorr1e such 
clcs~ription as· they ha,d in ="ew South Wale~, 
to inquire into thei1· conditions. but theu 
request was refused. Last ni_ght the hon. 
nwmber for Oxlcv-aml. I tlnnk, the hon. 
n1e1nbcr for I{urllPa also-mad(' rPfC'rPl1Cl. to 
a prosecdion of a railway conductor whrch 
took place quite recent!:·. \Vhe_n the report 
of the Department of Labour Js before the 
Committee we hear criticism coming from 
1 he Opposition to the effect that only the 
emplovers are compelled to abide- by awards, 
and tha,t the employees can flout them and 
the Arbitration Court \vithout the Goyern
mont taking any action. But now we find 
immediatdv a union takes actiOn to deal 
\\''th tlce conductor of a train who was 
guilty of a breach of the award, his case is 
dragged into this Committee by hon. mem
bers opposite. Nevertheless, when, the ,;Esh
maics of the Department of Pub,re \\ orks 
come before us, we ,;hall hear a whine from 
hon. members opposite about employees 
breaking av. ards with impunity. 

V\'e have heard a good deal, too, about 
political interference. y:ith .the railways .. I 
c:1nnot find any pohtrcal mterference \nth 
the management of the department ,·hatso
cYer, and the Opposition have not given any 
instances of it. Thoy haYe made genera.! 
;tat<ements-which anybody could make .':rth 
rcgarcl to an:v business at all-that po!Jtrcal 
interfert'JCe takes place. I am not ah?ve 
Pxercising 11olitical interference if I . thmk 
a thing is wrong and against the policy of 
this Gm·ernment and this partv, and J am 
not going to give ft-.,yay my nghts in that 
e mnection; but I fail to see wher~ any 
political interference has tabn place m the 
Railway Department. I haYe approached the 
::\orthern General IVlanagcr with a view to 
finding work for men out of employment. 
If hon. members opposite call that political: 
ilH8rfc:;·(·Dce, I arn on1y too glad to b• 
essociatcd with it; but not cne case has been 
quoted during the debate to show that the 
:Minister or any member of thrs party has 
been guilty of giving instructions to any 
oflicer of the department or of doing any
thing in the nature of political interference 
\Yith raihYay work. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K epprl) : I wish to deal 
with some of the points which hon. members 
ntade concerning the policy and the adminis
tration of the department, \Yhich have been 
carefullv noted bv mv.self and the Commis
sioner;" and if I 'do not t{)uch upon all the 
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}JOillt:::. rai~ed, I ho11c ho:n. mc1nbcr.s v'ill 
understand that their re1na.rks haYe not been 
oYerlookcd, nor will thc'Y be ignoretl. 

LC't n1e i-lr6t deal \:ith the moro im.pnrta ntJ 
pcim raised concerning the policy of the dc
pc~rtn1cnt and its adn1inistration. 1 listent'd 
· .. ith 11leamre to the criticism offered by some 
hon. membc·rs. The speeches of the leader 
o[ the Opposition, of the hon. member for 
Oxley, and of the leader of the Country 
pr1rty \\Cl'c interesting, and r1ppealed to one's 
reason, ior they showed a desire to critici· e 
fairly and rationally and for the good of the 
dcpartn1cnt. Other hon. members opposite, 
ho,vever, did not attempt to deal with the 
policy of the Raih\ a.: Department, but 
tor;k the opportnnity to deal with minor 

of raihvay adn1inistrat1on, and 
\YCl'e one or two speechct; which 

were n1ainl3- abuse of the Con1rni'-'siuner, 
the officers. and employees. But \VG can 
safely overlook the Gmall per·centage of 
siandcr and abuse which come from irrespon
sible members of the Opposition. Tv. o points 
in particular were mentioned during the 
tliscnssion-the question of the deficit and 
the question of management. Hon. mcmber.o 
O]oposite ought to be thankful that there is 
in the dictionary Huch a word as "deficit." 
because I clo not know what thev would 
have clone to find som' peg on which" to hang 
their criticiem of the Govermnent if it had 
not been for that word and for the phrase 
"political interference." It is true that 
tbc,v brought forward no semblance of 
argument in support of their assertion that 
political interference exists, but they think 
that repetition will ultimately have its 
desired effect, and that the people will really 
believe that there is something behind the 
word and the phrase which they use in so 
reckless and loose a manner. Probably 
their attitude cannot be cavilled at, when 
one considers political warfare and party 
political tactics. 

11r. KERR: If you gave the Commissioner 
a free leg for a couple of years, he woC~lcl 
make the raihvay,:; pay. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
I am willing to give the hon. member a half 
century of free leg to do that, and if he 
shows no more ability than he sho\Yed in his 
criticim1 last night, then heaven help the 
Raihmy Department and the State. The 
hen. men1ber-,vho is a young tnan, and uses 
more noise than logic or sound argument in 
his speeches-would do well to listen to the 
hon. member' for Oxlev, to the leader of the 
Opposition, and the leader of the' Country 
party, and follow their speeches rather than 
ru.ch into eYcry subj,ect recklessly, ina-d
.-i,eclly, and carelessly. If the hon. member 
did so. the points thllt he does make \Yould 
loom larger in the discussion instead of 
beinp- obscured by a lot of wild, reckless, 
unfair. and unfounded statements. At pre
sent, instead of illuminating or enlightening 
his speech"S, these loose remarks becloud 
the other portions. 

I want to refer now to some of the state
ments and suggestions which have been made 
with a Yiew to wiping out the railway 
d_eficioncy an_d improYing railway administra
tiOn. In domg so I cannot help remarking 
that there seems to be a remarkable eYolu
tion in the thought and expressions of hon. 
members opposite concerning the railway 
administration and the question of making 
the railways pay. It is true that one or 
two hon. members-the hon. member for 

Enoggen, and the hon. member for \Yynnum 
--argued that the railv ays should be made 
to fJaY, but that .contention ''n:ts not general 
amon~'t hon, members opposite. 'The 
majmity of then, realis~ that the Railway 
Department itself is roall,v only one branch 
of the public service, and is linked up, as 
the hon. member for 1\:Iirani said. ··:ith the 
Department of Public Lands, the Depart
ment of AErriculture, and other cloparimcnts. 
Gf'ncrally there IYas .JYidcnce of an evolution 
in -rhonisht and exprr.-;sion amongst hon. 
n1cmbcr::~ opposite concc~rning· raihvay ccono
luics and raihvay policy. 

Let me deal \Yith one or two Opposition 
suggestieons to reduce the doficienev. Tho 
hon, nwmber for iYiurilla suggested free car
riage of necessaries to people in the country. 
:'\ot a brilliant suggestion to reduce a defici
ency and improve the finances of the depart
mPnt in a business-like wav from the view
point that th<e railways should pay ! The 
second suggestion was made by the hon. 
member for \Yide Bav-that we should 
increase the capitalisation of our railways 
anrl build more railways. 

::\lr. CLAYTOX: You >1re \\rong. I did not 
say that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member urged tho construction of 
now railwa'; s, and that has also been urged by 
other hon. "members. As a matter of fact if I 
granted the request of hon. members opposite 
for new railways, I \Vould hn,vo a rrogrp.nlme 
which would cost £10,000,000. That rs the 
way they would reduce the deficiency and 
cut clown expenses-by adding another 
£10.000,000 to th<3 capitalisation of the 
department ~ Is it any ;-,onder that hon. 
members on this side complain that hon. 
mc·mbers opposite arc unfair and do not 
n~ake' reasonable ~uggestions? 

::\Ir. CLAYTOX: I showed vou how you could 
fi1~ance that railway. " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member shO\vecl how he could tie 
himself up in a logical knot which he could 
uot unravel. The hon. member is just as 
nnfortunat~ in interjecting as he is in speak
ing. Let me get on with the next point that 

was raised or suggested as a 
[5.30 p.m.] means of wiping out the railway 

deficiencv. The hon. member for 
Burnett suggested that we should run more 
trains where ·.,·e arc already losing thousands 
of pounds. That is another brilliant sugges
tion as to how to improve the railway admin
i ,tration and cut do\vn \Yorking f'XpPnse~ .. 
The Opposition suggest to reduce the railway 
Oeficiencv bv increa:;:ing the capitalisation, 
b-, runJ1ing" rnoro tra.ins where there is 
;,!ready a big lo·cs, and bv giving free carri
nge in the \Yestern districts. 

::\Ir. MoRG·IX: Are you against that? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
nrn not expressing an opinion one way or the 
other. I say that you are not going to re?uce 
the railway deficiency by giving free "arnage 
on the necessaries of life. The three sugges
tions or lines of argument do not square with 
th contPntion that the railways should pay. 
I am not out to say that the line of argu
ment suggested by the hon. member for 
::\fnrilla is fair or unfair, but I say it is not 
going to reduce the railway deficiency. \Vhil8 
the hon. member for :'\:Iurilla advocated free 
railways in relation to the necessaries of life, 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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''"c fmd the hon. member for Enoggera sug· 
gesting that the railways should be made 
to pay. 

Mr. KERR: That is better than passing it 
on to the taxpayer. 

The SEC"'RETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
The hon. member sug-gests that there should 
be an increase ju fares and freights to bring 
about the result. 

Mr. KERR: Y oLt are not g-ame. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
is not a matter of g-ameness. The stupidity 
·of the hon. member for EnoggNa doe' not get 
us anv further. It is not a matter of g-ame
ness or stupidity. The hon. member doe' 
not distinguish between ga.mellC''-~S and 
·tnpidity in his line of argument. I shall 
deal with that point further as I proceed. 
I intend to give wme attention to the points 
that have been raised by other hon. members 
opposite. I shall take some little time in 
<:onnection with the matter. 

l\Ir. KERR: You should keep cool. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
think that the importance of the railway 
administration .iustifie<, the time that I shall 
take in dealin/2" with the points that have 
been raised. It is not very often that the 
Secretary for Railways has an opportunity 
-of replying to the inaccuracies and the mis
·statements made concerning administration. 
I do not very frequently reply to the mis
statements and the inaccuracies that go forth 
unanswered through the columns of " Han
sard," but it is simply because I do not want 
these 1nh~,tatcn1cnts to Q'O unanswered on 
ihe present occasion that I intend to place 
ffiJ reply in the columns of " Hansa,rd." Let 
me tell ihe hon. member for Enoggera that 
!:e should realise that, if he extends courtesY 
in debate, it will be reciprocated. That is 
sumething that he wants to b~ar in mind as 
a new member. 

l'.Ir. KELSO: v\'hy do : ou not answer the 
suggestion raisc•d by the hon. member for 
Enoggera? 

The SECRETAH.Y FOR RAILWAYS: If 
the hon. member will wait, I shall deal with 
::tll the points raised in the debate. 

In moving this vote I showed b,- fi"•ues 
and statistics that there has been ac substan
:ti<·-~ improve1nent in railway adn1inistr;;1tion 
during tho past two years. Hon. members 
opposite lightly brushed those figures aside. 
I can quite understand that from a party 
.political point of view. I want, ho1vev-er, to 
emphasise ihe fact that there was a great 
improvement in the last two years in railwa.y 
returns concerning net revenue, in the per
centage of \;Yorking expenses to re\~enue, and 
in various other ways. Hon. members oppo
Site do not for a moment giYc the Commis
,,ioner or his officers any credit for that sub
~tantial improyement. 

l'.Ir. KERR : \V e blame you. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'The hon. member is not canable of intelli
gently blaming anyone in his present state 
<Of mind. 

1'.1r. KELSO: You complimented the leader 
of the Opposition on his speech. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: I 
-did. 

Mr. KELSO: Why attack the leader of the 
·Opposition? 

IJian. J. Larcombe. 

Th~ SECRETARY FOR RAIL \VA YS: I 
have a right to reph· to the remarks that 
have been made, and I have the right to 
reply to them in the same way as criticism 
has been advanced and interjections made 
by hon. 1TIPn1bcr:s oppo~itc. John Bright onee 
said no jnstitution e\·cr gaye the connnunity 
such a fine scnice \Yithout g-ratitude as the 
raihvays. 

Mr VowLES: That \\"ae not in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
No, but it applies to Queensland. It is ~s 
true for Queensland as any part of Austraha 
or the world. The hon. member for Dalby, 
like his colleagues, will not admit the great 
sen-icc the Railway Department is rendering 
the State, nor ''"ill he admit the improyement 
that has taken place during the past two 
vears. As a parliamentarian I am not taking 
~uch exception to that. I want to emphasise 
the figures that I gave yesterday. There has 
been a romance of improvement. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXF.S: Since you have been 
in charge. 

Mr. MoRGA:\: "Romance" is all right. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
The figures are taken from the various rail
way returns and the Commissioner's report. 

Mr. KELSO: Romancing- in figures only 
amounts to fiction. 

The SECRETARY FOR H.AIL\VAYS: 
The figures I gave were in respect to earn
ings, expenditure, the percentage of working 
exp·cnse.:; to earnings, net reYenue, and the 
number of miles open for traffic. Let me in 
addition deal with the question of train loads. 
The Commissioner in his "\Yeekly ~otice" 
pointed out just recently that there had be<'n 
a substantial improvement in wagon loads. 
There ha.s been an increase of 20 per cent. 
in Inanv instances. In connection \Yhh the 
irPw~n lOad to t:~nginc capacity in n1any 
justanc';-' there ha.s been an iucrcasc of 20 
peer cent. nnd cYon up to 40 per cent. The 
n1nnhcr of pa:-.sen;:::·crs per train 1nilc has aJ"'o 
imp·roved. Lot me tell hon. members 
OlJpositc tl1at the department carrit.'-Ll n1oro 
p<1'''3Cl1:}-ers per t1·ain n1ile during the last 
fu a1:cial year than \\·as tlw case in 1914-15. 

Hon. W. H. BARXES: Has there not been 
an incrc11se in the population since 1914-15? 

The SECRETARY FOR 
There has been an increase 
under a Labour GoYernment . 

RAILIVAYS: 
in population 

Hon. W. H. BARXES: You should put up 
in largo letters, " Alone I did it." 

The SECRET_.\.RY FOH. RAILWAYS: 
Hon. m~ mbors opposite want to say in a loud 
vojce, " _\lone \VG did it," but I an1 going to 
show b:: comparisons that they have done 
v~ry little for the State of Queensland, 
in relation to raihYJ.y adn1inistration. 

I ,rant to quote one or two authorities on 
railway 1nanagcment. Let Dl€ nov."' get away 
from the heat and fervour of politics and see 
''"hat the "Trustees' Quarterly Review" of 
July, 1923, has to say about railway admin
istr'ltion. It sa:<·s, inter alia-

" It must be admitted that, with few 
exceptions, the lines ha ye opened up lands 
more or less suitable for productive settle
ment. They haYe made wool and mutton 
a payable proposition on many thousands 
of square miles where formerly only cattle 
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<eould be run, and th<2y ha vc reduced the 
risk of pastoral pursuits by making the 
remoral of stock in time of drought a 
practicable remedy. The public estate 
has thus been increased in value and 
usefulness, but owing to our method of 
public account kcaping the r~uh-;ays as 
an invest1nen~ ha;:c never reccn·ect cred1t 
for such services. 

It goes on to comment-
" It has been the practice amongst 

critics of onr State Government to con
trast the pre-,,-ar position (when opened 
lines very nearly earned sufficient to meet 
the inter<2st bill on their cost) with the 
result attained in recent years. In the 
•.,tatement already quoted the total differ
ence between the earnings of the railways 
and the cost of working was just under 
£688,000 as against an interest bill on 
their account of something over two 
millions sterling. This has been attri
buted mainly to the effect of political 
interference in railway n1anagen1cnt, and 
it cannot be denied that this has been a 
"ource of considerable mischief in the 
past; but a very cursory glance at t\1" 
1922 report of the Commissioner shows 
that quite different causes have operated 
to reduce the net e<~rning powers of our 
<railways.'' 

" As againsL the complaint that the 
railways are over-staffed it has been 
pointed out that, whenas in 1921-22 each 
employee in the railway service repre
sented a revenue earnim; of £363, the 
corresponding figure in 1914-15 was only 
£256. 'rhe cost of operatinl,!' the railways 
ha~ increased enormou~ly in every par~ 
ticular, and wage<> haYe been subject to 
Arbitration Court awards, 0 et the aye-rage 
increase in fares has been only 17 per 
cent. and in rates for freight 19 per 
cent. Sub,.tantial reductions have been 
n1ade during the last fc\v yea1·s in rates 
for carriage of Ji,·cstoek and dairy 
produce, and such increase::; as haYe been 
made have not been a.pplied to ~taple 
requireinent:-3-~uch as flour. sugar. and 
other commodities in daily use." 

The value of that statement is that it comes 
fro1n men who hase Lusiness capacity. stand
ing, and experience. That is their declara
tion concerning TJilway aLhuinistration. It 
does not harmonise with the remarks of the 
hon. member for \\'ynnum. 

j\fr. 1IoR~AX: That extract is not won! for 
word. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS. 
Those extracts are taken out of the 
" Trustees' Quarterly Re,-iew," and th£y are 
written by men who are much more capable 
Df cxpreo<>ing their opinion of railway 
administration than the hon. member for 
Murilla; but that is not in any way disparag
;,"g to him, because these men have had a 
life-long experience in business away from 
the atmosphere of P.arliamcm. 

Mr. MoRGA:-I: They got their information 
from the report of the Commissioner. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
i:Jo do the hon. members opnosite. The 
wri!~r of this article is probably a strong· 
ant1-Labourrte. 

Mr. MORGAN: How do you know·? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
1 said probably, because most of the ~people 

w,ho are connected ,-ith this company ~re 
!!Cc Labour supporters. Yet we find tnat 
the wriu'rs of the article pttid such a fine 
tribute to the management of the rail" ay 
s0rvice. 

Mr. MORGAX: \Viil you tell us wlu>t ihe 
" Railway Advocate " said? 

'rhe SECRE'l'ARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
I will tell the hon. member 'vhat the Com
missioner said at a dinner gi vcn by thl\ 
butter shippN' in 1922. Ho said-

" To a casual rca.dcr our heavy deficits 
are apt to be taken as a reflection .on the 
administration, but I have no hesit,It!On 
in saying, and it can be ~orne out by .our 
tlgures, that the service Is more efficient 
to .. day than ever It .has been, _and corn: 
pare· .. fayourably With the ra1lways of 
other States with upwards of ten nmes 
the volume of business per mile of line.'' 

The Commissioner is a free agent. He is 
able to express his own opinion without any 
bias or control at all. He made the s~ate
ment honestly, conscientiously, and dehbee
ately. after long years of service . in the 
R·<ilway Department, that the .servrce was 
never more satisfactory or effiment than 1t 
i" to-day. Therefore I think that these 
opinions" will carry weight with the readers 
of " Hansard" who read the remarks of 
hon. members opposite. I am certain that 
the electors will be rather inclined to take 
ibe view that the writers of the article in 
the "Trustees' Quarterly Review" and also 
the Commissioner are correct. I am not 
going to rely exclus,ively upon the "Trustees' 
Quarter!)' Renew ' or the statement of th<> 
Commissioner as to the soundness of the 
m'magcment of the .Queen~land railways. 
I have other information wluch I mtcnd to 
ofl:'er. 

Let: me take first of all the question of the 
number of employee's in the service. Tho 
question of oYer-staffing has been tou~hed 
npcn and yentilated on one or two occasions. 
J--.lcn. n10111lJ0rs opposite generally have recog
nicccl that their argument will not stand 
itn·C''tigation and have dropped it, but there 
have been one or two 1·efNcnce3 to tho 
que ,,tion. and I intend to reply to them. 
I have information aYailable to combat, and 
sm·eessfnlly combat, that assertion. 

Mr. :YIORGAX: Can you give us any infor
mation later about the coal supply? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILIYAYS: 
Co1·tainly. I have got information c.oncern
in<Y the coal supply, and also eoncernwg the 
pr1ce, quality, ~nd cc;nsumption of coal.., Just 
to shvw what IS taktng place m other ::;tates 
let me indicate to hon. members that where 
thu administration of the raihvays is under 
the: control of Tory Goyernn1ent -'J the same 
auz:urnenrs haYc been adduced as have been 
nsPtl ag·ain~t the Que011sland GoYernn1cnt. 
'The :'>lclbournc ·' A;c" of l,Hh October. 1921, 
na:s-

,, E,-cn during the last few years, in 
which it is nnpossible to point to any 
great expansion, the increa6e of the ~ost 
of the staff has gone on more ra ]J tdly 
than oYer. The size of the stall is al,o 
steadily incr ?asin~, as 1s shDwn in the 
follmnng table:-

1918 
1919 

18.826 
24,697 

192G 27.233 " 
That is the record of the Torv Adminis
tration in Victoria. In Queensla"nd, iwtcad 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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of sho1ying anything in tho nature of ovcr
btaffing, we are able to show juot the rovcno. 

J\:h·. :IIORGA~ : It is a matter of wh,cther 
the work is ilwre for the men. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
The hon. member is shifting his ground, or 
ho is not bcu;ing his argurncnt on the sap1o 
ground as other hon. n1crnbers OjJpOsite. 
First the stat,'mcnt >vas made that there 
was over-staffing; now the reply comes tha~ 
there is no over-staffing and that the staff 
is ju\tifiablc because there is work for tho 
ll10n. I am 1'P11lying to the suggestion that 
tlwr0 has been anything in the nature of 
o\-cr-staffing. 

:\lr. ·voWLI':S: Can you give us an~' figures 
rotH'crning cffcctiYe running? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Y 0::;; I will giYc son1e figures concerning 
<'ffoctivo runni!1g. Let me give a. chapter 
f rorn Tory administration concerning train 
miles and employee·. \Ve have heard hon. 
members opposite wax indignant about the 
present Administration, but what did they 
do when they had the opportunity? We find 
from the record~ that the following are the 
facts:-

1912-13 
1913-14 

Train Miles. 
ll,464.084 
ll,346,334 

Decrease for 1913-14 117,750 
::\"ow what about the employees? \Ve find 
from ilw sanw records that the following 
arc the facts:-

1912-13 
1913-14 

Increase f9r 1913-14 

Ernplo0·ees. 
13.932 
14.965 

983 

That is an increase of 983 emplo.-ces side 
by side during the san1o year 1vith a derrcaso 
of ll7. 750 train miles. Those figures indicate 
that the hon. m cm bers opposite were respon
sible for a p:ood deal of unsatisfactory 
management >.-hen they had the power and 
control of the Railway Department. It also 
indicates what we can expect with a change 
of Government. Now let me give another 
co1nparison, because it is only by con1parison 
that we can arrive at a sound judgment. The 
figures I ha.-e given arc honest and sound. I 
.an1 not going to givo any figures that I can
not: 6t:11Jd up t9 and prove to be correct. 
I would be foolish to do so. I want to con
found the critics of the Government ,,·ith 
tho records of previous years under Tory 
administration. Jcvons points out that one 
ca.n only ascertain the relative value of things 
by comparison, and it s only by comparison 
that we can convince the hon. members 
opposite of the truth or otherwise of our 
statements. I wish to give the record of 
the last three years o£ the control by the 
Tory Gm-ernment in connection with the 
number of employees engaged. The figures 
are:-

1911-12 
1914-15 

Increase 

1914-15 
1922-23 

Increase 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

Employees. 
12.900 
14,936 

2,036 

14.936 
16,838 

1,902 

An increase of 1, 9C2 during the oight years'· 
administration of the Labour Government 
as compared \rith an increase of 2,036 in 
the last three years of the Tory adminis
tration. \Vherc is the proof now of the oYer
staffing of the railways that our friend'· 
asserted? \Ye see that the increase under 
the Tor· Gm·ernment was 134 more in three 
years than tnhe increase for eight years 
under L'J!Jour administration. The a.-erage 
~·earl:' illcroase in the number of employees
Is-

(;JJClci' Tory admini"tration 678 
Under Labour control 238 

l)(•t:rC'~uc in fayour of 
Labour control .'.. 470 

I an1 rcrta iu t~1at those figures are a revela
tion to hon. members. 

Mr. ~~Ionco~x: Alon~?sido of those figures 
you ought to tell uo about the reduction 
in train 1nileage. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I -,,-ilJ g·i.-e th<~ hon. member the informa
tion as I proceed. I do not want to confuse 
the point. I want to show that under Tory 
administc'e.tion political friencls were shoved 
into the Raihvay Department in thousands. 
Yet hon. members oppo'·ite have the audacity 
and effrontery to accuse the present Govern
ment of having over-staffed. 

:\!Ir. ::\IonG.\X: Perish the thought! 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
If hon. members opposite had kept quiet on 
th<' point. I would not have dealt with it, 
but I ha.-e to gi.-e these figures· in. self
defence and in defence of the ra1lway 
administration under the present Govern
ment. It is nccee·,arv to show the increase 
of employees in Queensland under a Tory 
Administration as compared with the increase 
under Labour control. 

11r. T\YLOR: To 1nake :your con1parison 
complete you shoul:d give the m~leage of 
railways opened durmg the two perwds. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
,,-ill come io that .-ery point, and will give 
the hon. member the figures-

Emplo, ccs per mile of open railway. 
1914 .. 
1923 .. 

3.17 
2.85 

This 6hm>" a reduction per mile of railways 
under Labour administration as compared 
with the period under anti-Labour adminis
tration. The con1parison is very fitt~ng ~nd 
convincinc' The Labour Government J1ad 
2.85 empl~.-ccs as against 3.17 employed by 
the Ton· 'Government per mile. I think 
that hon. members opposite ought to apolo
gisc-(Opposition langhter)-they ought to be 
ashamed of their charges of over-staffing. 

::VIr. VowLEs: \Vhat about tonnage and 
freight n1iles? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
shall proceed from point to point. I am 
now givinrr the information asked for by the 
leader of the Opposition. 

::\fr. ::\1onGAX : Gi.-e your train mileage. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
shall o·iye hon. members the train mihs as I 
proce~d. The leader of the Opposition asked; 
a question which I ha.-e answered. 
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:\Ir :\I one\:": : I ·1'k ou to give the train 
1nilc«gc. 

The SECREL\RY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
''"ill o·[yc lwn. members all the info1·mation 
they ~lc~jl.'l' as I proceed. I desire to mention 
that. linked up ,,.ith the question of train 
:mih_a§tC. js tht qur-stion of larger engines. 
larg:er loads, arcd other matters which I shall 
deal "ith 'ub.,c·qucntlY. \\To have the proof 
that the Roihva:· Department under the 
pres0nt ac1n~ini·,trat1on has fc,ver employees 
pt'r Lli1c of ra1hnlY than they had during 
t!w j)f'riod of ndn1inistration of the party 
opno~it0. '"ho ~o a.udnciously criticise tho 
Lrrbour aclmini,tration. I will now take-

Rcn'nuc 11CT C1nplo~v0c. 

T!l 1914 it siood at £246. 
In 1923 it stood at £321, 

or an increase of £75 per employee. 
:\Ir. :\IonG.\:":: That indicates an increase of 

freig:hts. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
indica!-c-· greater efficiency. because tho 
freights ha Ye not been increased in Queens
land to the same c:-dcnt as thov have in other 
parts ol Amtralia. It also shows that the 
argnn1ents generally of hon. members oppo
site arc not wundlv based. Tho hon. member 
for }lurilla is Yerv anxious to know some
thing :·bout train "miles. Lot me giYe him 
the tonna;·e of goods hondled per train mile 
for the hYo periods-

T n 1914-15 it \vas 379 tons. 
In 1922-23 it was 386 tons, 

or more under Labour administration than 
111 1914-15 under 'fory administration. 

}Ir. ::i10RGAX: You c.aid that that was owing 
to n1ore po,Yerful engines. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
p,ay that. amongst other thjngs, it is o-wing 
to the US<' of more powerful engines. I did 
not introduce the subject at all; but as the 
hon. member has challenged me to deal with 
tho question of train mileage, the figures I 
haw g:!wn haYc exploded his assertion that 
t]1e 'T<·r~· GoYcrnment were in a better posi
tlOn than the present Government in the 
matter of gooc!s handled per train mile. 

:\Ir. :iiORGAX: You are a good juggler of 
figures. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
an1 not a juggler of figures. I have facts on 
my sid0. Does not Burns say-

" Facts are chiels that winna cling 
An' daurnn, be disputed " ? ' 

There is no gainsa~ving facts, figures, and 
docunw111 ary 0Yic~ence.. They are all on my 
s1d9; I am not Jl;gg:lmg. Juggling can be 
eas1ly upsrt. but 1t 1s not possible to upset 
facts from the report of the Commissioner 
for Raih,-ay., and from railway statistics 
which arc avaihbk. 

Proceeding further with the question of 
managcn10nt, I \Yant 1o make a comparison 
between Queensland and the other States of 
Australi_a. Lrt me mention, first of all, 
Tasma.ma. Hon. members opposite, particu
larly _th hon. membPr for Dalby, haYe loudly 
acclanned wha.t they term th_e " independent 
con11111~.::1on('r systen1. I po1nted out vcstcr
day that_ hon. members opposite h,;cl the 
opporturnt:-· for many years to make the 
Comnnss10ner for Railways independent if 
they so desired. Thev did not do so· thev 
allo\Yed him to be subject to the instr~ction"s 

of the Secret ar,· for R~ilways and the Execu
tiYc Council. In TasrnD.nia, under this 
so-called \Yonclcrful system of independent 
con1n1i:-sioncrshin. theY l'('cr>nrlv had to ::-u:<
pend the C1nnnission.cr. \Ye 'find that onG 
man \vas giYen absolute powers, Vi.rith tf1e 
result that they had to suspend that officral 
anrl hold an jnquiry into ten or twelye 
<'harges that were levelled against hm1 
bv ti!e GoYermnont. That statement is ycry 
ii!teresting, and it shows that all s,·stcms 
have their wcaknes)c~. Ilu1nan r.atnrc is 
imperfect. and \vhile ]nnnan 11aturc is itnpcr
fe-t. all institutions. all men, and all systems 
n1u .. t ncCL':..;~ari1y 1-w llllperft'ct. Queensland 
compares favonrably \Yith other States so 
far as the administration of its railways is 
~oncerncd. · 

Let me quote from the Rov~l Commi~
s.ioner's report of last vcar on ulh(' \Vr~tt'rn 
Australian railwaY :'1dn1inistr.•.ti;J'l. In 
\<Vestern Aushaha the railwaYS arc nn<ler o 
Torv Administration, and ~ t)::"· had to 
appOint a Royal Com1ni~sion t,; o;o ihor
oughly in'to that administration. The exlract 
I have is from the " \Vest Australian," and 
reads-

"RoYAL CmnnssroxER's REPORT. 
" A SCATHI:":G CRITIC!Sl\1. 

"~Tcithcr Economical nor Efficie11t. 

" Sv;eeping Rccomn1cndations. 

" Doard of Three Commissioners. 
"A s\voeping· indictment of the present 

State railwav administration marks rhe 
cccond and final report of lVIr. Gcm·go 
W. S'tead. :VIr. Stead was appointed a 
Ro:. al Commissioner on 18th February to 
inquire into and report upon-

}fAX AG DIEXT. 

" In Yicw of the eYiclence tendered from 
sour< c ,, inside and outside the se n-ice, 
and from personal observation, the Com· 
mi~-sioner can arriYc at no other conclu
sion than that there is an entire lack of 
confidence in the management, whi'ch is 
neither economical nor efficient." 

Thcso arc the reformers "·ho \Vcre going to 
show the Queensland Government how to run 
the railwavs! Trouble in Tasmania! 
Trouble in \Vestern Australia! Trouble in 
every othN State wlwrc the raihvay system 
i.; under Tory control ! 
There is just one other p11~sage from the 
"\Vest Australian" giving an extract from 
the report of the Royal Commission that I 
should like to refer to, bee mse it is very 
complimentary so far as our freights a.nd 
fares aro concerned--

" The Queensland rates are much lower 
than those obtaining in this State. viz., 
to transport n bu.llork in this Stah' fol~ 
a. distanc.9 of 600 miles costs 46s. 5d. 
whilst for a similar distance in Queens· 
land the charge is on!~· 29,, 10.6cl. Simi
larly, to transport a s.heep for the oame 
distance costs in \Vestern Au,tralia 4s. 
7.7d .. whilst in Queensland tho chorge is 
2s. 9.9d. '!.'heir passenger and season 
ticket rg,tcs are also c-Onsiderably chenper 
than in this State." 

l\Ir. TAYLOR: They are too cheap. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Some hon. members opposite have tried to 
prove otherwise. They have tried to prm·e 
that our freights and fares are higher than 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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in \Yc\stt'rn Au:o-~tr3.lia: Yl't hr•r0 1:-> n \Ye~tcrn 
Australian Con1misBion 'which has f!nne care~ 
fully into the \Vhole matter pointing out that 
our' rates on cattle and sheep aml vur passcn· 
gc1· rates are cheaper than the are in 
\Yestern ..._.c\.lBtralia. I considf~r thi~ a Yery 

fine tribute paicl Ly an indepen
[7 p.m.] dent authority to the QuccnJand 

ra.ilv. ay scr,~ice. 

I have several extracts from the i\lclbonrne 
u Age" concerning the railway admini.Ara
ticn of Victoria. The first quotation is from 
Hw Jl.lelbonrne "Age" of ::\ovember, 1921-

,, The annual report of the Commis
sioncr-5 was submitted to Parlian1cnt n1ore 
·than a month ago. It revealed fact' 
and figures of the most startling na iure." 

'Those are von· strong statements. In Sep· 
tember, 1922, the Melbourne " Age " said-

" It is true the Co1nn1issioner<J \vere 
blessed with a record revenue. The 
railwa·: earnings for the year ended 
.June last amounted to £10,857.852. an 
increase of £1,005,943 on the re1·enue of 
the previous year. The in~reasc was not 
so much due to added busme~s as to the 
impo,ition of higher freights and fares. 

" The increase of freights and fares 
in Victoria is one of the factors that is 
still operating to maintain the high cost 
of living and is, therefore, one of the 
obstructions in the way of our return to 
normal conditions." 

That is rather significant. 'l'hc improvement 
in the position which has taken place in 
\-ictoria iu a nonllnal sense in the pa~t year 
or two has been due, according to ihe Mel
bourne " Age," to an increase in fare6 and 
heights. Fmther, the Auditor-General of 
y·ictoria offer.::> s.o1ne criticisn1 upon tho 
managem.:nt of the Victorian railway ser· 
vice. The :).lelbourne " Age " of 14th 
October. 1922. reports on the Auditor· 
General's criticisms as follo'.\'S :-

" It 1nnst be evident from this reYicw 
of the figures of t.ho railway service that 
for the past seven years iho department 
has been drifting into ·a p-osition that 
would never have boon tolerai8d under 
ordinary cornpctcnt business rn~nagon1ent. 
The drift must be stopped before the 
wh·enc1• of the communitv is further 
involvo~i." " 

Thoro we ha ye the :J-1elbourno " _.Ago '' point~ 
ing out that the notninal irr1provcn1cut: \Yhich 
has been much boasted about by some hon. 
mc.mbers opposite, was due first to increa.s· 
ing fares and freights, and secondty, accord
il'g to tho Auditor-General, to improper 
interference with the practice that bad oxi,ted 
in raihvav administration for sonlt~ Ye~r.s. I 
l!aYe a Jatcr quotation in ihis COlltlCction. 
On the 13th of this month the Melbourne 
"~-ige/' comrnenting on the Victorian railway 
rt:,turns, ren1arkod, inter alia-

.. Any satisfaction that might be felt 
in thP increasing revenue 1rill be quali
fied iu tlw public mind by the reflection 
tkt t the increase has come out of the 
public poc·kct "·ithout any reasonable 
equivalont in ~ervicc. The revenue per 
traffic train rnil0 has risPn frDnl 7s. 4d. 
in 1914 to 13s. 10d. at the present time. 
SurplLJses might well be commonplaces 
·where charges soar so glaringly.'' 

The.re again the Jl.lelbourne " Age " points 
out c\·en in the present month that the 
improvement in the nominal returns of the 
Railway Department in Victoria is due to 
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ircrcasrd fare;:; and freights and aiso to an 
int0rft~rcnce ·with the practice which has 
governed rn ihYay finan('e for some vears in 
Yicto1·ia. Tl:ost~ remarks are very ~;1propos 
when IYC are consiclcring Queensland railwav 
n.dn1inistr~ttion a11d the c1·iticisln which haus 
been levelled against the Railway Depart
rnent. 

I want now to give chapter from the 
history of Tory mi.smanageJ_ncnt in Queens
land, \vhich I \Yould not have giYen but for 
the remrrrks of the hon. member for \Vyn
num. The :hon. member quoted from the 
.'l.uditor·Gel'eral's report. and I alw will 
quote from the Auditor-General's report to 
show what took place when the hon. member 
for \Vvnnum was ono of the whito-haire-d 
hovs in !he Torv Government in 1913-14. 
(Opposition laughter.) The Auditor·General, 
in his ropon for 1913, stated-

" There wa,.· a shortage of material, 
amounting tv approximately £10,000 in 
stock of perrnanent \Vay rnaterial. . . . 
An officer of thP Railway Audit Staff 
has been eng-aged, b:v direction of the 
Commissioner, for fully two months 
cndf':JVouring to trace iBsucs covering 
the shortag·e. This appears to me to be 
severelv nnsatisfartorv and calls for a 
drastic~ alteration in the system." 

Then ag·ain, on page 51. he stated-

" In perusing this report I was struck 
v.-ith ihe magnitnck of stocks held by you 
and the enonnous increase in your Storrs 
Suspcn c A_ccount 

" There are several other matters con
nected with vour stores svstem to which 
I would like. to im·ite voi.1r attention at 
a futuro date, but they ore overshadowed 
bv ill' enormous sum of £786.000-over 
£400.000 of \Yhich is without parli,lm, n
tary Eanction. 

" In my op1mon the Loan Fund 
Ac~ount ha, been operated on . . . 
withont the authority or knowledge of 
Pari iarr:ent. '' 

Tho,c arc the great bnsiness directors who 
presume t<• instrnct the QuPensland Labour 
Administrntjon ho'.v to run the railways! 
Again. in the Au.ditor-General's report for 
1914, it io sta tee!-

" The purchase of the Renard road 
train and rec2ntly the ::YlcKcen motor
can have, unfortunately proved a costly 
experiment to the department. The price 
paid for the former was £4,106 7s. and 
the cost of m a king roads for the running 
of ,;1me £2,762. ·· During the time it 
\Vas in u>::c IYorking- 0xpcnscs amounted 
to £957 5s. 6d. and the earnings £209 
6s. "'d 

"The total cxpenclitnre to the middle 
of ::\lav last in connection with the pur
chase ~ncl erection of the fin' ::\IcKeen 
car"<, inrluding Cnston1;::, dut:'-~. ~<vas 
£35.727. being £12.352 in excess of tl!e 
contract price. The Rcnard road tram 
has been scrapped in the worhhop 0'ards 
for some time-after failing to perform 
the work expected Qf it." 

That is an inter~sting .sidelight on the anti
Labour administration of the Railway 
Department. Then again hon. members 
opposite lost money over the tank engines. 

Hon W. H. BARXES : They are still run· 
ning 
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ThP 
H 

~ECRETARY FOR RAIL\\"AYS: 
£50.000 to widen the tunnels, etc., to 

run. let 
A" 0PPOSITJO~ :\lDfBER: \Yho recom-

n1cnded them.? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

It i~ no n~<~ hon. n10111bcrs opposite trying 
to shift tltei" g-round. They have boon talking 
abont the custly n1anagmnent under Labour 
ndmiutstrJtion. but what have they to say 
to tlH_ ·C' illuminating facts with regard to 
their O\dl administration? Here we fmd 
the Auditor-Gcnoral severely castigating the 
acb of the Libcra 1 Administration \vhen the 
hon. 1ncmbcr for 'Yvnnum \Yas a n1en1ber of 
the Cabinet. All 'thosll things exi6ted in 
an intensified dcgr('c in 1914 under an anti
I_.~abour GoYcrnnlcnt. It is alinost as bad 
as -what has happened under the Federal 
Ton' Administration. vVe recollect vvhat is 
tnl;.~ng place in rrgard to the sugar pur
chase···· \Ye know all about the Canungra 
scundal, where practically £500,000 was 
w' 'tcd. at"d we ha Ye not forgotten the 
sc'1.nda1s 1n connection with war service 
home'. The following appeared m the 
"Dai!: Telegraph "of 29th July ]act year:-

,,A 'erious defect vv-as found by the 
c•>rnmittee in thQ accountancy branch. 
Tht' officers appQintod to take charge of 
i1 j-,ad nPi1 h r technical qualifications nor 
th0 expcric1~ce ncce';:sary for the position. 
Tl1o rc;;;;u~t 1-ras in n1any respects disas
trous. costing in the early stages being 
chaoti-c." 

CostlY failures are the result of Tory 
admi;ristration in the Federal sphere. 

!\Jr. :\IORCA~: Lcav·e it to the Secretary 
for Public \Yorks. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: 
I will leav-e it to him·, and he will probably 
deal with it later on. Let me, howeYer, pin 
hon. members opposite down to thc'se extracts 
from the report of the Auditor-General in 
lfll3-1914, where it c,ppears that their 
administr<Ltion >vas respcmsible for an extra 
cost of £50,000 in altering ro~dwn~';:; for 
these tanks. At the present time we are 
dealing with the Tory maladministration of 
the Rail-· a:c D<'partmcnt. I c'o not say that 
any administrati:Jn, ·whether of ?'8 ilwa..--s or 
an)·thing else, can prevent mistak"' ha)1pen
ing, but hon. l11CIYlbcrs oppof'itc haYP tried to 
prove that, whiht there are mistakes under 
Labour GoYcrnment. thev were faultless, and 
so I am justified in bringing forward the 
quotations I have made. I would not have 
done it had it not been for the fact that 
the hon. member fol' \V:vnmnn atwcked 
Lacour administration. (Opposition inter· 
ruption.) 

Mr. :.IORGAX : In 1 hose days \Ye could get 
fair report3, but 1 o-day we cannot get good 
reports. 

Mr. COR.·XR: \Ye camiot get a repol't later 
than last year. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Hon. members opposite come to the Premier 
and ask him to bring mv Estimates on before 
their ordinary time. I "agree, and when the 
Estimates come on, hon. members squeal 
about not hav-ing the Commissioner's report. 
This early bringing on of n1y Esti1n1tcs wns 
the resul~ of an arrangement v.ith the Oppo
sition. 

Mr. MORGA~: Members of f10 Opposition 
could get their material from the reports in 
years gone by. 

The SEC'RET"\RY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
·what the hon. '"ember wants is not infor
mation, bm castigation and criticism of 
Labour administration and of the GoYern
ment. 

2\Ir. :\loRGA~: Xo. \Ye 'Xant inforn.ation, 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I think the hon. member is not out for 
results. He wanL to see the Government 
criticised. 

~Ir. ::\10RG.\X: \\'"e ·want i!1forn1ation about 
dcpartn1ental ,,-arks. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The-0 remarks e-,ncerning the Auditor
General are har dl:v \\ orthy of notice, because 
he is a conscientious and honourable man. 

:'\lr. l\IoRGA:-;: I vYas referring to the Under 
Secretaries' reports. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Ve hear a good deal about the necessity of 
making the Commissioner for Railways 
independent. The hon. member is reflecting 
on the Con1n1issioner. 

:\1;·, ::\loRG.I~: I said nothing 'l.bout the 
Commissioner's report. I spoke of the Under 
S·:cretarics of the departments. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAILW A YS: 
Who makes the report? Is it not the Com
missioner? It is not an Under Secretary. 

::\1r. :\IORGA'>:: You know as vv-ell as I do 
lhat the C'ommissioner is not as independent 
a~ ho \Yas eight years ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
IIe i:o;. I haYe read a good many ruihYay 
n.-:port', and I have neYCT rcJ.d :t better oue 
than that uf last :yen· for it,, L')Htprehensiye~ 
ness nnd the inforn1ation 6upplicd. 

:,Ir. ConsER: You ha Ye lold us that you 
have rrad this ycrrr'.s report, so it cannot be 
as good. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That is the level of the criticism we have to 
contend with! Hon. members are defeated 
in logical argument. and they resort to those 
little statements \Yhich are so suited to them. 
They know all the while that they are 
defeated, but like Goldsmith's schoolmaster-

" E'en thot1gh Ynnqu:i h, d, they can 
argue still." 

'\fr. :JIORGAN interjected. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I surely hav-e the right to reply to hon. 
m ern ber.,, If I refused to reply hon. m em
ben >Yould not be satisfied, and when I do 
reply they are not sa tisi1ed. I am conscious 
of the importance of the Railway Depart
lllPnt. and. ha\~inr~ studied the prob1Pnlc.::: of 
rail war administra--tion and rail·waY econornics, 
I an1 jE:tificd in placing JYl:V ~,-iPws in 
"Hamard." so that t.h<-v mav be road side 
by side >'.ith the remarb of' hon. members 
opposite. H is not often that I get an 
opportunity to deal with these matters. The 
failure to reply mi;;ht bo construed to mean 
lack of ir:.tcrcst in connection \vith r2cilwav 
administration, raihray managa1ncntJ and 
rail·n·ay problen1s. 

Hon. mcn1Ler~ opJJoo:itc haYc emphasised 
the argument that there has been a deficit 
in railwav administration. That is a fact. 
?\ o one d'enies it. 

Mr. KELSO : It does 11ot trouble you. 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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SEC'RETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
is an unceHcrous. ren1ark. It does 

h·oublo me. as 1t does trouble the C:ommis
r-ioner. his , ofticcrs. and rnf'nlbcrs of Parlia

and we arc doing all ,-,,c possibly can 
the deficienc_, a11d the figures for 

year shoiY that \VC have done so with 
"oms · cff< et. "\ deficit is not the only test of 
m(1nagcrno11t. I think it was Pope vd1o 
Gaid-

'' Sotne figures n1onstrous and n1is
shapccl a11pcar 

Considered singly or beheld too near, 
\Yhich. but proportioned to their time 

and place 
Due distance reconciles to form and 

gruce." 

The figures considered at a due distance and 
in proper perspccti ve reconcile a deficit to 
form and grac€. The figures are only 
monstrous o.nd ill-shapen when considered 
~ing·ly or beheld too near. Let us con
sider the figures in relation to land adminis
tration, agricultural administration, mining 
administration, and see what an enormous 
factor the railway service is, and we shall 
find that there is nothing monstrous or mis
shapen about thB railway deficit at all. I 
am going to endeavour in the time at my 
disposal to prove that statement. I want to 
show hon. members opposite that private 
Bnterprise has shown some very great defi
ciencies lately. Hon. members opposite know 
that enormous losses have occurred in various 
parts of the world whBre there was economic 
chaos as a result of the war and post-war 
problems. The economic equilibrium has 
bcP.n disturbed. with the result thaL there has 
been chaos and disaster more or less through
out the worid. The Railway Department and 
Government departments are :qot the only 
institutions that nave been losing money. Let 
me mention on<' or two instances. \Ve know 
that the Broken Hill ProprietDry Company 
during the last year has lost as much as 
£150,000, and the Mount Morgan Goldmining 
Company, Limited, during the last two ye:trs 
has lost £100.000. Hon. members opposite 
<'. nnot seriously arglJ...e that those losses are 
due to mismanagement or incompetency, for 
they are due to things over which the .man
agen1ent llas no control. Raih; ay lo~sc:, arc 
,]ue to difficulties over which the Gm·crn
ment have no control, unless we substantially 
increase fares and freights, and we say that 
would not be an improvement in our policy. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: You should have 
E>ncouraged production. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I shall refer to the figures quoted by the 
hon. membBr for \Varwick concerning ton
nage, and I shall show that we carried more 
tonnage last year than was carried in 1914-15. 

~Ir. MORGAX: You have bigger engines. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
At the present time I am dealing with the 
question of increased production. I want 
tD show the hon. member for Warwick that 
the tonnage now shows a satisfactory com
parison \Yith that of 1914-15. There was a 
bi Q' a mount of traffic carried in 1914 which 
inclucl·rd departmental frcightage, which is 
11ot included in the tonnage return for 192.'~-23. 
If we took the basis of 1914-15 for purpos<e>s of 
comparison. we wonld find that the tonnage 
was greater for the year just closed than 
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for 1914-15. and \Yas certain!v a big improve-
""'nt on 1921-22. · 

),Jr. IllonG.\X: There should be an improvo
lllt'llt yt~ar by year. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILIYAYS: 
YBs. Hon. members opposite cannot fairly 
and reasonably argue that thB conditions 
existing in Quef~nsland now and which have 
existed for the past few years have been due 
to anv act of the Governn1€nt. \Ye know 
that throughout the world the same condi
tions applv. \Ve know that the dry weather, 
the depre~sed markets, and other conditions 
ha Ye hampered many of our industries. 

1\Ir. G. P. BAR"'ES: \Ye have had inflated 
markets. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
Take the mining industry. In 1914-15 we 
carried a larger tonnage of minerals. 

Hon. W. H. BAR"'ES: That is a strong 
indictment against your Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. gentleman says that is a stron_g 
indictment against the Gov·ernment. What IS 

the position of the copper market? In other 
States and in other parts of the world the 
same paralYsis exists. and n1ines are closed 
down all o~er the \Vorld. That is not con
fined to QucPnsland or Australia,. but is 
world-wide. Hon. member'· realise that, 
alihouiTh thev do not admit it. They lcnow 
quite ~·ell that the conditions ':'hi<'!: gove~n 
Qneenslancl have been world-wide m~ then· 
nn.ture and character. Take the 1J mtcd 
States, the Yer.~· hon1C' of priYatc entprpriso; 
in one vear there wE're 9,000 failures, and the 
li<>bilide, amounted to 378.000.0GO dollars. 
\V ill hon. members sa v that \Yas due to mis
mn nagement? I do not think that they will. 
T!1o groat majority of these failures no doubt 
were due to world-wide conditions and not 
to bad manag·ement. L·et me quote briefly 
from the report of the Midland Railway Com
pany of Western Australia. The report says, 
inter alia-

" The company is a long way off from 
being able to show an adequate return 
on capital invested in railway construc
tion in Western Australia." 

Titerc \Ye haxe a priYate 'raihvay C'otnpany 
showing a loss. \Ve are also aware that a 
stntement was made in the Press a few 
mcnths ago that the ra.ilways of Canada 
w<'r•> practically valueless. 

'I'he Federal Shipping Line for 1921-22 
showed a loss of £1,171.000, and in 1922-23 a 
fmther loss of £1,626.000. or a total loss for 
th" t.\yo years of £2.797.000 on a capital of 
£12,700,000. 

Hon. IY. H. BARXES: \Youldn't it be wise 
for you to compare the railways of the other 
Statu and not the shipping? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL IVA YS: 
Would it not be wise for the hon. member 
to reply to that argument and explain why 
there was a loss on the Federal Shipping Line 
in two years of .£2,797,000 on a capital of 
.£12.700,000? That is a bigger loss compara
tiwly than was sustained on our railways 
with a capital of .£50,000,000. 

Jl.l!'. ::lloRGAX: Look at the profits that the 
the Federal Shipping Line made dming the 
\var. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
HalL n1cmbcrs orrosite k!lO\Y (jLlite well. from 
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the y]cwpoini of logic·tl l'"a:-ouing, th:It n1y 
conclusions are absolutely sound and fair. I 
am pointing out hmv private •enterprise and 
State and national enterprise are all showing 
losses. Here we have a greater loss compara
tively on tho £12,700,000 invested in the 
Federal Shipping Line, controlled by the 
true blue TorY Administration in the 
Federal sphere, than there has boon on our 
railway, with a capital of £50,000,000. 

Hon. W. H. BAR~ES: Stick to the railways. 
Mr. KELSO: vVhat about the> los<os on the 

State trawler? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

The hon. member for 1'\undah ought to knave 
better than make an interj action like tho. t, 
bc·causo it is only by comparisons that you 
got a true and fair conception of things. 
The interjection was most narrow, petty, and 
unfair. Tlie hon. member !mow-. that they 
would not tolerate that argument in the 
Institute of Accountants. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: GiYe the Commissioner 
·goods to carry and he will make the railways 
-pay. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The Government arc doing all they can to 
-iucrease production, and doing it well too. 
Let me point out how the wonderful Fed•eral 
·Tory Government are g·oing to deal with the 
quf'stion of the loss on the Federal Shipping 
Lin0. They are going to write down the 
•capital from £12,700,000 to £4,000.000, and 
probably by this m,ans they will show a 
·surplue next year. Just fancy the Railway 
Department writing down its capital from 
£50.000,000 to, say, £16.000.000! We could 
-easily secure a surt1lus in that way. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Federal Shipping Line 
made a good deal during the war. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'They made the losses which I haYe mentioned. 
Hon. members opposite cannot reply to those 
:figures. They are in a, logical corner. 

Mr. MoRGAN: You are not dealing with the 
Railway Estimates. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Hon. members opposite know quite well that 
the deficiency on the railwa,ys fades into insig
nificance compared with the losses on the 
FedE'ral Shipping Line under the control of 
the Fed-eral Tory Government. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: You might tell us 
about the losses on the State stations. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
If I were permitted, I could deal with the 
State stations, but I am not. That is a very 
olJ trick in political strategy: wh~n you are 
put into a corner and have little escape, try 
some feinting tactics, just like a pugilist in 
a ring. 

Mr. KBLSO: You are a pastmastcr in the 
art. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I do not wish to refer tD anything extraneous 
to the subject under discussion. Let me quote 
to hon. members facts regarding one-the 
Canadian Shipping Board. They lost 
in 1921-22 £4,800,000 on a <a pi tal of 
£14,000.000. Good oid Torv Govcrnmc'nt ! 
Good old Tory enterprises·! The United 
States Shipping Board lo~t £20.000,0QO per 
annum. vVhen we know these facts and 
figures. and bring to mind all the figure; 
that have been quoted by hon. members 
opposite, \Ve reaH~c ho\Y :;ound and satis~ 
fnctory is tho raihvay adrninistratiun in 

Quecnslond compared 11·ith the administration 
of other boclics which mig·ht be mentioned. I 
do not state that all the losoes mentioned arc 
due to 1nisn1anagcmcnt. I say that they are 
due to causes over which the managers have 
no control; they have been ca,ught in the 
Fame world-wide stream that engulfed 
Queensland. I want to emphasise these facts 
and figures. They leave hon. members oppo
srtc with not a feather with which to fly, and 
\Ylth not a semblanu' of argun1ent to r~o on 
with their old criticism on the subjccc of 
dcficiencie'. 

I an1 gcing to give another chapter 
from Tory railway deficits in Queensland. 
(Opposition laughter and dissent.) Hon. 
rncmber.s o~'posite oug-ht to realise that 
this is a question that should not be dealt 
with light!;:. They have to realise what 
railway delicits have taken place in oihor 
States and countries in other parts of the 
\Yorld. Let me mention here that just 
two years ago it is announced that in Eng
land there was a deficiency of £40,000,000, 
in France £42,000,000, in the United States 
£45,000,000, and in Canada, in 1921. a 
deficiency of £22,0GO,OOO. 

Mr. G. I'. BARNES: \Vhy do you not com
pare Queensland with the other Shtes? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I shall compare Queensland with tlw other 
States, but first I intend to take a survev 
from " China to Peru." I intend to quote 
from the " Daily Telegraph." 

0PPOsrrro:; ME111BERS: Deal with Australia 
(a.nd other interjections). 

The CHAIRMAJ'\ : Order ! During the 
debate hon. members on the OppositiOn 
benches generally have been thirsting for 
information, and they should now give tho 
Minister an opportunity of furnishing it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The " Daily Telegraph" of 9th May, 1922, 
dealing with the South African question, 
states-

"SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS. 
" DEFICITS PILI:-IG UP. 

"Report of Speech by the Minister for 
Railway,,, Mr. Jagger. 

" The present position of the rlLilways 
was one of grave concern, deficits for 
the past year amounting to nearly 
£2,000,000." 

There again we find the same tendency as 
in Engl8.nd, France, and America. Now 
let me take New Zealand. In New Zeajand. 
a~cording to the "Daily Telegraph" of 
28th July, 1922, a report by the 1'\ew Zea
land Minister for RailwaYs stated that the 
losio on the railways \\:as approximately 
£1,000.000 per year. Hon. members will 
Sl'e that we find further Tor-; Gm-emnwnts 
in other countries with ,:ailwav defici
er,cies. To come back to the Austrc l.ian 
States, as hon. members opposite desire, 
taking the Commonwealth figttn's for 1921 
WO fine!-

"The Commonwealth railwavs 
£ 

455,000 

408.000 

lost .. . ... 
The \Vestern Australian rail-

ways lost ... 
The South Australian rail-

\\'ays lost .. . ... 561,000 
lost 651,000 

rail-
The Victorian railwavs 
The Xew South Wales 

ways lost 577,000" 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 



13:28 Supply. [ASSK\IBL Y.] 

\Y o find that all those deficits h:tYe taken 
place in the homo of 'l'{ll'yism

[7.30 p.m.] I admit that there has boon an 
iinpron.)nlent in the 1neantin1o in 

the nominal rotmns for Yictoritt, and that 
for the last financial year there ''·as a "nall 
surplus, but that \nts duo largely to the 
increase in the fares and freights which v:ere 
imposed. Let me giye the Victorian de!icits 
for a few years past-

l914 
"915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920-21 

Kow let me pass to 

£ 
842.000 
337:ooo 
337,000 
137,000 
163,000 
212,000 
651,000 

\Y est ern Australia
£ 

289,000 
359,000 

1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 (approximately) 

400,000 
400,000 

What a record for Toryism ! We find in all 
those countries o.-erseas and in eYen/ State 
in Australia that there have bee;, huge 
deficits under Tory Administration, and, if 
\\'O bear in mind that fact when considering 
tlP Quf'l'!l."~hnd dl'ficits and eonsldcl·in!.( the 
criticisms of hon. n1e1uber3 opposite, w~ find 
there is nothing exceptional in railway 
deficits. \Ye find them the ,a;eneral ordt r of 
things thl'ongl1out the States- and throughout 
thc• ~>·orld. 

:\lr. KELso: Only in degree. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
will give the hon. H18lnber son1c percentages 
concerning Queensland. The hon. me1nbor 
for vYyunum asked me to go back a. Lit, aml 
l u11 going back to 1901-

1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 

Railway Deficit. 
£ 

630,000 
513,000 
437,000 
387,000 

It i staggering to find the enormous deficits 
that have taken place under Tory Adminis
trations in Queensland. Let me give hon. 
members the percentage-s for the various 
years-

In 1900-1 
In 1901-2 
In 1902-3 
In 1903-4 
In 1904-5 
In 1922-23 

Percentage of Deficit 
to Expenditure. 

59.58 per cent. 
5l.u9 per cent. 
55.30 per cent. 
47.79 per cent. 
34.61 per cent. 

only 31.72 pc'>' ccl't. 
\Vhat hav-e hon. members to say in reply to 
those figures? They come here and criticise 
the Gov-ernment for having a railway defici
ency when it is only 31.72 per cent. of the 
expenditure as compared with 59.51 per cent. 
and 55.30 per cent. under their own admini"
tration. Hon. member.'· opposite ),aye out
Heroded Herod in the matter of railwaY 
deficiencies. Hon. members opposite woul;l 
carefullu conceal those figures, but I haye 
dragged them from obscurity and put them 
jnto " 1:-Iansard." 

Mr. CORSER: There was a big drought in 
1901-2. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, I 
admit that is quite true; but war influences 
and post·war influences and the condition of 

[Hon. J. Larc01nbe. 

the ov-ersc·a s n'"'' ket ha H' seriously handi-
capped the present Administration. Hon. 
members opposite '"ill not accept that argu
ment; they will nut accept reasons the 
Governn1cnt have given from tirue to tin1e 
for the railway deficie•1cics, but they want to 
bring forward extenuating circumstances for 
rhe deficits in 1901 ,md 1902. I admit that 
what the hon. member for Burnett says is 
quite nuc. Things were bad then, and they 
had soElc YE'ry clr~- sea~ons, but so have \Ve 
during the la~t few years As a matter of 
fact, no other Go,·ernment in Queensland 
,. as eYer ov-env-h·,lmed with \\'ar difficulties. 
post-\v-ar difiicultics, drought difficulties, and 
u·ery other difficulty as the present Adminis
tration ha·.-e been. \Vc ha,·e never had a 
fnir ''g-o'~ while \Ye ha,-f' been in power. As 
ll1e " Trustees' Quarterly ReviC>w" points 
out. it is ridiculous to make a comparison 
with 1914-15 and use it against the present 
Adnoinistration. because the pre-war stan· 
dards have gone. \Ye hav:-: post-\,rar stan
dards. and '" e ha Ye enorn1ousl ~.~ increased 
co:::rs in raihvay construction, 'in railway 
n1t.terin L and in othC'r necessary things. 

'Mr. KERR: It is the same in New South 
Wales. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
is the same in New South \Vale·'·, but they 
]Jove had de6cicncies too. 

::\Ir. KERR: They hav-e a surplus. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
This year tlwy have a surplus, but they haA:lr 
a long- sr~rie~ of dcficir>ncies, and I want to 
remind thr> ho". member for Enoggera that 
in :'-: o· '> South \Vales they ha .-e increased 
fares and freights to a higher extent than we 
h:>ve in Queensland. Does the hon. member 
not kno•. tbat tl1cv hu.Yr a smaller area, a 
hig~er popnLlticl. ftnrl :1 lc:3ser mileagn? He 
knows, as .: student. if ho considers all these 
matters, the enormous advantage that Vie· 
toria and Nc·w South \Vales have over 
Queensland in the mat.tcr of railway adminis· 
tration. 

:VIr. KELSO: Tlwv hnve a broader gauge 
and a grearer capit'al cost. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes; but they have a bigger population to 
carry tha.t extra capital cost. Hon. members 
opJJosite during the eh c:tion camp:li[!n said, 
"\Ye are g·oing- to build more railways; we 
are not gOing ~to dismi,~s any men; y;,re are 
not going to reduce wag·es; \VC are not going 
to increase fares and freights; and we are 
rroing to brin:.:; about a railway surplus." It 
is impossible for hon. members to do all that 
they promised and produce a railway surplus. 

C\Ir. KELso: GiYe us the net earnings and 
the percentage on c 1pital. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I hav-e given tho·,e figures already, and I 
d-) not intend to go back. These comparisons 
reveal many thing.;. They reveal the fact 
that railwav deficioncie'· exist in all coun
h·icq-in To"rv-govornod States and in other 
parts of the" world-and that they exieted 
in Queensland to a greater extent under 
J1l'cviom Administrations than has been 
tho case under I.abour rule. We must not 
forget the fact that deficits amounting to 
£8,000.000 were built up under anti-Labour 
~\.dministrations in Queensland. When there 
wore no groat war influences to deal with, 
that enormom deficit was built up in this-
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S1atc U1~tL.:'r an anti-LaLonr GoYcrnn1ent. I 
anr 111t saying Trhether it is right or "·rong 
that it ~hould have been built up. but it 
\;:,' built un: an cl, .hen \YC bcctr that fact 
in n1incL w._; rca.li::-o there is no fault attach
ablt~ to rlw present GoYcrnment for having 
railway dclif'icncics during the last few years. 
It j, ne denieJ lw the Government tbat 
\YC haYc had <:J,,flliCncie::--. but \YC ~HY our 
opponents had deficiencies also. · 

)lr. KEHR: But taxation \Yas much less 
thcu. ai·d they had a general revenue 
surplus. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL\VAYS: 
That does not affect the question under dis
cussion at all. 

Let me deal with the reasons for the 
deficits. Let me summarise in a few words 
what I desire to say. 

'-' 1. ~o increase in fares and freights 
for nearly four years. 

" 2. Substantial reductions in freights 
to help the mining, meat, and dairying 
industries. 

" 3. Low freights on agricultural pro
duce. 

·· 4. Snbsic_h~ on agricultural lines~ 
by meeting, losses from Consolidated 
Revenue, 

"5. Con1paratiYely lo1v passenger 
fa res. 

'' 6. Abolition of railway gua.rantce 
tax. 

t. Incrca;3ed \Yorking cost::~-cost of 
fuel. stores, and material. 

'' 8. Increased wages-better cOIJclitions 
to employees. 

" 9. Effects of war. 
" 10. Large area ; small population; 

large raihvay n1iloage. 
" 11. Building for the future as well 

as the present." 

I would likC' to emphasise point 11-
" Building for the futuro as well as for the 
pre,::,C'nt." In our Burnett schcrne, on the 
North Coast line, in ihe Dawson Valley 
Irngat~on schen1e, in the Tara-Surll;t ~aihvay 
and ot11~ r LlCh schen1es, IYC' are btnkhng not 
onl;, for tht' prc~c·nt but for the fnture ancl 
posterity. 

l\Ir. KELSO: Did not the Tory GoYernment 
do tint too ? 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\.ILWAYS: 
The Tory Government llever conceived such 
schemu for the people of Queensland as 
these great schemes I have mentioned. I 
would like hon. members to point to an:v 
land settlement scheme like the Uppe'r 
Burnett scheme. 

2'.1r. CORSER (ll11rnett): I ri<e to a point 
of order. The hon. member has challenged 
us to. c0mpare the system of railway con
structron, and, v.-hen \VC endeav-oured to 
criticise it, \ve weru prevented by the Chair
man, who stated it was a matter for discus
sion on the L0an vote. Is the ::Vlinister m 
order in di~.-·wssing the Loan Yote? 

At 7.40 p.m., 
Mr. DuxSTAN (Gyrnpie), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair
man in the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Have we not just let a. contract for nearlv 
£400,000 in connection with ,a sugar-mill'? 
That will help to transform Northern 
Queensland. By increasing production and 

1923-4 N 

pr.oviding increased tonnage for our rail
ways \H' sha 11 increase the population and 
prosperity of Queensland. 

Having touched upon the reasons for the 
deficit in Queensland, I want to touch briefly 
upon one or two of thorn in detail. First 
(_)t' a·ll, take the increased working costs 1vith 
rcsp.-ct to the folJowjng iten1s :-

Fuel cost-

1914-15 
1922-23 

Increase 
Stores and Contingencies-

1914-15 
1922-23 

Increase 
Salaries and \Vages-

1914-15 
1922-23 

£ 
215,000 
401,000 

186,000 

452,000' 
714,00() 

262,000 

1, 743,000 
3,558,000 

Increase 1,815,000 

'11r. COSTELLO: We are not responsible· 
for that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The increase in the last eight years has been 
greater than the actual value was in 1914-
1915. I s,ay that, owing to the increased 
cost of living and the way in which the ser
vice was starved before the present Govern
n1ent can1e into power that increase is 
ju6tifiablo and unavoidable. If you are to 
have a contented service and harmony and 
dficiency, you could not have withheld the 
increa.scs \Y hi eh ha YO been granted. 

2\Ir. KELSO : \Yhat about the revenue? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
In Queensland the increase in revenue from 
increased rates has been the lowest in Aus
tralia. \Ve have not increased our revenue· 
by means of increased freights and fares 
e\-ery year. 

The hon. member for Em-nett referred to· 
the matter of the increased cost of mnterial. 
l -,,-nnt to giYe the re.13on -,vhv those increases 
took pbc<'. It was due 'lariTe]y to the 
i ncl'L'H ~ed prices of ~ton-" and ;;la teria 1. In 
1915 the pncenta"e increases for the follow
ing itcn1.:J Y ere:~ 

Item. 
Fla t-6pring steel 
Steel olatcs 
\Yire nails 
::\Iild steel bar 
Rarbed .'.ll'C 

(
1erncnt 

Railo 
Coal 

Percentage of 
Increase. 

223 
144 
118 
104 
103 

61 
63 
87 

Can any hon. member seriously read thos& 
ftp;ures and then say that a comparison with 
1914-1915 is fair to use against the present 
Qoyernmcnt' I have here a circular which 
,-,, i~wed bv the Victorian Government to 
jnstif:v their 'increases in fares ·and freig-hts, 
in which they point out the enormous 
increases \vhich haye taken place in the past 
tYro years in Australia. They give reas<Jns 
~irnilar to what have been given here in 
Queensland. 

Mr. KERR: Do they justify it 1 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, 
They justify the increase in fares and 
freights. I can understand the hon. member 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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for Enoggcra being fa yourable to increased 
farn and freights. 

Mr. KERR: I did not sav so at all. 
The SECRETARY FCJR RAILVYAYS: 

I understood the hon. member for Enoggera 
to say so yesterday. 

JY1r. KERR: You cannot show me where 
I said it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
I can give the hon. member the speeches 
of other hon. members opposite, and I will 
do so. 

Let me mention the matter of the repeal of 
the guarantee provisions of the Railways ~\et. 
This is an aspect of our railway administra
tion that we should take pride in. \Ve have 
saved in reY~nue the sum of .£2,736.357 as 
the result of the repeal of the guarantee pro
visions of the Railways Act. That has been 
a bold policy, yet the revenue has suffered 
to that amount. 

Mr. CoRSER: That is the Country party's 
:policy. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The true Country party-the Labour Govern
'ment-repealed those provisions. 

Mr. ConsER: In what year did you repeal 
them? Did you repeal them in 1913? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There was no repeal before the Labour Go
vernment came into power. The Labour 
Government repealed the guarantee provi
sions of the Railways Act. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

\Ve voluntarily surrendered that enormous 
revenue that I mention. Hon. members 
opposite cannot deny those facts. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Show the losses in revenue 
which have occurred through the repeal of 
the guarantee provisions of the Railways 
Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I will give the figures supplied to me by 
the department with regard to the losses-

Loss TO REVENUE. 

1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 

Total 

£ 
57,214 
83,409 
79,734 

120,000 
191,000 
296,000 
345,000 
350,000 
354,000 
470,000 
390,000 

£2,736,357 
It is true, as the hon. member for Enoggera 
says, that it is a matter of policy, and the 
Government, rather than continue that most 
unfair class tax, repealed it, but we sacrificed 
an enormous revenue thereby. 

Mr. KING: ·what about the Belmont tram
way? Will you take that over? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR R_\ILWAYS: 
That is a matter I cannot discuss at present. 

Mr. KERR: Do you know that the Enog
gera guaranteed railway paid you about 
10 per cent. or 11 per cent.? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I am not speaking of the lines that pay. 
I am speaking now of the losses on the lines 
that were guaranteed and that are not 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

paying now. \Ye are losing £2,736,357 "-hich 
we >\ould ha.-c got had >Ye jmr;ucd th. policy 
of the party oppD::;ite und continued the 
guarantt'e pro\+isiun6 of the RaihYays Act. 

J'.Ir. CcmsER: You imposed a land tax and 
got OYCl' £2,000,000 by it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILvYAYS: 
The Railway Department ha'· nothing to 
clo with the land tax. Further, there~ is a sub
stantial exemption in connection with the 
land tax, whereas the railwav guarantee was 
an iniqUitous tax, imposed"' on every pro
ducer in a district without any exemption. 
Let me pass on to other important points. 

I have given the increased working costs 
and the loss of rc.-enue through the repeal 
of the guarantee provisions of the Railways 
Act, and I want to give the concessions in 
freight which the Government have been 
responsible for during the last twelve months 
in the dairying, cattle, and .-arious other 
industrie"- I have mentioned. The freights 
on cattle, frozen beef, pigs, cream; fodder, 
starving stock, and dairY products were all 
reduced by the Go.-ernment, and our loss was 
over £200,000 during the last financial year 
because of that reduction. Will hon. members 
opposite say we did wrong? \Ve lost that 
amount of revenue, but the country was in 
difficulties, the fa1'!_11ers were suffering, and 
that assistance enabled those producers to 
remain on their farms. and the conce,;ion 
,,-a.s absolutely justifiable. 

Let me give another reason for the defici
ency. Take the branch agricultural lines. In 
1914 there were fifty, in 1922-23 there were 
seventy-eight. The mileage in 1914 w>ts 2,292, 
a.nd in 1923 it was 2,268. The capital invested 
in 1914 was £14,000,000 and in 1922-23 it was 
£21,000.000. 'The loss last year on these 
branch agricultural lines was over £1,000,000. 
So that hon. members will see that an 
enormous proportion of our deficienc;,- is 
caused bv the losses on ag-ricultur<1l lines 
which are doing so much to provide settle
ment and develop the countrv. It is, as it 
were, a subsidy for country de\-elopment, and 
I ask hon. members to bear in mind that the 
New South \Vales anti-Labour Government 
are e.-en now contemplating the passing of 
legislation which will have the effect of giv
ing to the Railway Commissioners every year 
an amount apprpximating the losses on the 
agricultural lines. That is to say, if the 
deficiency on such railways amounts to 
£1,000,000 a year. the Go.-ernment will pay 
to the Commissioners £1,000,000 as part of 
their revenue. They contemplate adopting 
the policy which we have been pursuing in 
Queenslancl for years but which hon. mem
bers opposite repudiate, but the wi&dom of 
which the Torv Government of ="ew South 
Wales have be{:m forced by pressure of cir
cum,,tances to realise. I ask hon. members 
to bear in mind these things-the loss of 
reYenue by reason of the repeal of the guar
antee provisions of the Railways Act, the loss 
of revenue because of the freight concessions 
I have mentioned, the agricultural line sub
~id~'- the incrcn.~f's in ''ages and prices of 
fuel and material. All these things are very 
important as hearing on railway administra
tion if we are to get a correct perspective 
and a true sense of proportion in our 
e,nalysis of the railway position. As a matter 
of fact, rightly understood, there is no rail
way deficiency at all. It amounts to a sub
sidy for State development. Take the 
expenditure on education. Do hon. mem
bers opposite seriously contend that the 
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Department of Public Instruction should pay 
er show a proftt? \Ye go on year o fter 
year sjwnrling: over £1.000,000 on education. 
for -..,·hich \YC g:.?l no direct rctnrn nor any 
profit in the same ~cnso as a private cduca· 
tional institution does. But we get an 
i!Klircct profit-the education of the boys 
and girls, w-hich is .an enormous asset. and 
enables us to pay that sum of £1,000.000 
annual!;: \Yithout any direct return. The 
nilwaj s stand in a similar relation to our 
community. They n1ay not give us a direct 
return, hut agricultural settlement, land 
d"velopment. mining, and all other phases 
of State policy are inextricabl:y bound up 
with railway po1icy and give us an enor~ 
mons indirect return for our railway expendi
iure. 

Let me call to mv aid the " Dailv 
Te.legraph" in support of my contention. 0;1 
the 8th November last it said, inter alia, in 
a sub-leader-

" There is a sense in which the present 
Minister for Railways is right: the rail
way is a public benefit and not all its 
prime cost should be recouped directly 
by rf~venue." 

There is an opinion that railways should. not 
be asked to recoup to the revenue all the 
-expenditure they involve in the way which 
is suggested by some hon. members opposite. 

Just let me give one quotation in con
clusion on this point from the deputy leader 
of the Opposition, the hon. member for 
·Oxlcy, who, speaking in the Assemblv in 
February, 1921, stated- " 

"\Ve know quite well that in matters 
of finance, in matters of making our 
railwaya and such like institutions pay. 
the question of im))'ligration is of vital 
importance, and. to contemplate a state 
of such dimensions, with such .a scattered 
population, that in my judgment clearly 
gives the reason why so many of our 
enterprise<. fail at the present time." 

Mr. KELSO: Are the Government carrying 
out that policy? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Of course. \Ve have provi-ded for it in our 
Burnett scheme and other schemes. People 
will come here, attracted by the law of 
superior advantage, from all other parts of 
the world. 

Now I want to mention another reason for 
the deficiencv. I want to show how our 
policy in regard to fares and freights com
pares with that of other States. When the 
question was raised yesterday by the hon. 
member for Mm·illa, he said th>tt passenger 
fares did not cgtmt. that in the country it 
was only freight rates that counted. I want 
to say that at least 30 per cent. of our 
revenue comes from passenger fares. which 
therefore arc a very importa11t consideration. 
The Government have been cgnsidering the 
>vomen and children of Western Queensland 
by allowing a 50 per cent. reduction on excur
sion fares once a year to enable them to get 
<~Wav on a holidav. Our railways suffer in. 
revenue by reason' of that fact. ' 

Mr. KELSO: Do you not think that thf·re 
is an increased re\ enue because of it? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\V},YS: 
I cio not think so. More people may travel, 
hut on the whole the revenue will wffer. 
Le~ me give a comparison of the first-clas> 

fares for diotances of 200 mil sin the different 
States-

£ s ,Z. 
Queensland 1 12 0 
J'\ew South \Yalcs 2 3 11 
Victoria .. 1 17 9 
South Australia 1 ~9 3 
\Y cstcrn Australia 1 13 4 
Tasmania 2 1 0 

There we find that in the tmportant con
sideration of passenger fares Qncemland 
stands lo",YP"·t in Australia. That i, a fact 
we should appreciato and be proud. of, for 
the users of our railways are entirlerl to the 
lowest fares we can afford. Then take the 
sccond-cla"' figures for the same distance-

£ 8. d. 
Que•'nsland. 1 0 6 
New South Wales 1 7 3 
Victoria 1 5 0 
South Australia .. . 1 6 0 
Western Aust:·alia 1 0 10 
Tasmania ... 1 7 6 

'There we see the advantage that Queensland 
again has over other States, and, if we 
increased passenger fares and showed a 
surplus on the railways, it would only be 
transferring the burden which we are now 
imposing on the wealthy members of the 
community and placing it on the users of the 
railways, who in many cases would be men 
and women living in the outback portions of 
Queensland. I am not going to give the 
whole of the figures in comparing freights 
and fares in the various States, but I want 
to say something about freights. On cattle 
the freight per 100 miles is as follows :-

Western Australia 
Victoria 
New South \Vales 
South Australia 
Queemlan d 

(or, with the 30 per cent. 
reduct.ion now given) ... 

8. d. 
12 6 
11 1 
10 11 
10 9 

8 2 

5 8 
So we see that the cattle-owners of Queens
land arc at a great advantage as com
pared. wit.h those in the other States. So 
are the sheepmen and so are the dairymen, 
because our freights on sheep, croatn, and 
agricultural produce are the lowest. in Aus
tralia. 1\ll these facts, combined with the 
fact that the increases in our fares and. 
freights since 1914 have been the lowPet in 
Australia, and. that the revenue has increased 
as a result of increased fares and [reights, 
ha,·e an important bearing on the question of 
railway administration. I quite understand 
that it is not possible for hon. metubers to 
grasp all these figures, even if they so desire, 
but my object is not particularly to speak to 
members of the Committee so much as to 
place these figures in " Hansard " so that a 
comparison can be made. The information 
is valuable to members of the Gov•.rnment 
partv as well as to other m em bcrs of the 
Committee who may desire to peruse it. 

J'\ow I comP to the important question of 
the Opposition's way out of the railway 
d0ficiencv. I want brieflv to indicate what 
hon. members opposite th!nk should be done 
in order to produce a railway surplu<>, Lot 
me quote first from a speech of the hon. 
member for \Varwick, reported in "Ban
Bard" for 1917, pages 2759 and 2760-

" He was afraid that thev were shirk
ing to a large extent the rea! po_iut 
which ought to receive first consideratiOn 
from the Committee. He contended that 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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the rniLYa.'-3 -.,}l,)ll~cl be nwde to pay. H0 
beliv--f'~1 1hat tile onl~- proper \Ya;· of 
nd1i0Ying- the end the Cornn1is':ionrr~ and 
the GoYernnlrut ~hould haYe in riCIV \Yas 
hv a'1 nll-runn{_l lncrcaso in farc•s and 
f17cights.)' 

And thc:1 the Hon .. J. G. Appel, sp"aking in 
Soptcm~er. 1918. as :·eportc·i in "Hansard," 
pt ge 2o42, sa 1Cl-

" Speaking as a. country D1t'lllbrr ho 
would Jun-e no objection to an Inen.•ase 
of freights provided evcrv member of 
the comrnunit\· was treated in the 
way. Th._•y '\Ylshed to see then1 pay, 
if n0eesmry. the freights would ha nl to 
be increased in order to onabl0 that end 
tD be achieved." 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: And did I not 
tha.t this administration of the 
sloould be ldt in the h'mds of thr; 
sioner? 

acb-ocato 
rail\Vi:l YS 

Conuni~-

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
'l'hat is part of the policy the hon. membe1· 
thought was necessary in order to mak.~ the 
railways pay. Xow let me quote from the 
Rockhampton " ::\1orning Bulletin " of 11th 
July, 1923. Inter alia, the editor wrote-

" \\l1y should these producers and ihcse 
u~er:-: ot thf' raihvaYs ha,-e reccin1.d this 
· ·ubidy.' a.> :\Ir. 'Larcombe terms it·? 
\Vh·- slwuld there have been this pre
forer.tial treatment? It is not. given in 
aught else. A user of any othL•r 11nblic 
utility has to pay hi, share of \vhnt that 
public utility costs and gen<Crally a little 
oYer. Because he is a. producer he dGC:5 
not gPt the service for less than the 1nan 
·who does not como wjthin thclt ::atF:gory. 

cxt use is there for giving 
a to the 1nan '.v-ho h<<s b:en 
Jong .--utrs on the land, vvho rwver from 
the beginning hrtd any struggle \YDrth 
~peaking- of, anJ \Ybo, all the tin1e. has. 
been reaping a rich haryc~t froJJt his 
labonr.s? ~' 

That is tl10 vic\vpoint given by the "l\Iol'tling 
Bulletin.'· and that is a ';ie"point with \\'hich 
I disagree. ::\{any of the settlers on the land 
have 11ot had a rich harvest. and it would 

be unsound -nd even cruel at the 
[8 p.m.J ]Hbent time to increase far. s and 

freights upon country users. The 
leader of the Opposition, speaking in 1921, 
1s reported in '· Haru arJ" as saying-

" The ::\linister, on the prenou.s 
('vening, had referred to his (Mr. 
'raylor's) a{h~ocacy, son1e considerable 
t.in1e ago, of an increase in fares and 
freights. He was exactlv in the same 
po,ition to-dn 0 v:ith rega,::d to fares and 
freights. His opinion was that, before 
man:: months had gone by, far<es and 
freights w·oLrld have to be raised again. 

" The Secretary for Railways: I said 
that our proportionate increase in the 
last fixe ~~oar;3 \Vas the lowt ',it. 

" 2\lr. TAYLOR: He believed that stat'
mcnt was correct, but under prccent con· 
ditions, and under the burden they \Yere 
carrying, they did not want their freights 
and fares to be th lowest. 

" The Secretary for Raihvays: That is 
where I differ from you. 

"Mr. TAYLOR: The Minister might 
differ from him as much as he pleased. 
As he went on he would endeavour to 
show why he hdd that opinion." 

[Hon. J. Larcombe. 

Further on in the san1e Yohrn1c of " IIansard': 
the. leader of dw Oppo3ition is reported as 
sa. u1g-

,, The Secretary for Rail-ways: Y cs, we 
a.ro assisting to dcTclop Que- nsland by 
keeping down fares and freights. \Ve 
could make up that cldicit in no time if 
We increased the fares ond freights. 

'' Mr. TAYLOR: The Government should 
in,, re;tse them. 

" The Secretary for Railways: It would 
handicop production. 

" :\fr. TAYLOR: It \VOt!ld not. 
":\-Ir. \Vinstanley: Your argument is 

that the mono,, should be taken from the 
pockets of the primary producers. 

" ::Ylr. TAYLOR: He bcli·eved in paying 
for scnices rendered. If services were 
rendered to any individual in the com
munity, that individual had a right to 
pa:;,- for those s0rvices." 

At 8.2 p.m., 
The CHAIR~IAX (:\Ir. Kirwan, Brisbane) 

rc·bumed the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWXYS: 
I think those quot-ations show that hon. 
members opposite stand for increasing fares 
and freights in Queensland as a way to 
eliminate the railway deficiency. That is not 
a. sound method. It would on! v intensifv the 
position instead of removing 'any evil" that 
IT! a;~ exist. 

l T\ ant no-.-. to reply to some oth<er remarks 
made by hon. m2mbers opposite during this 
debate-. I haYe takPn up considerable ti1ne 
in dealing· with \ arious points, but I \nmt 
10 get those points into "Hansarcl." 

~Ir. DASH: It is quite nOCbSary. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
am givjng facts and ~tatistics, and not merelv 
statements and argurnents bjr rny:self p,~rson~
ally or by any other member of this Govern
ment. I want these facts to be road by the 
readers Df " 1-Iansard" so that they can get 
n, 1nore con·cct Bppreciation of railway admin
istration than they have had in the past. 
W 2 know quite well that there is not much 
likelihood of the Prec,d generally r<:porting in 
full the reports on railway adminidrdion. 
Only a frrrgmentary appreciation ca.n be; 
obtained by reading Press reports. 

Th·~J hon. member for Bm-rum referred to
what ho termed the shocking housing accom
modation provided for railway men, and the 
hon. member for To,,·nsville very properly 
mentioned that those houses WPre built bv 
hon. membcn opposite when they were oi1 
this side. They were built by their Govern
ment when they were in power and had 
charge of the railway administration. 

Mr. Mu wELL: \Vhy perpetuate it? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Ye are not. I will tell the hon. gentleman 
what we arc dqing. During the Ia'·t four 
years we have spent approximately £50,00(} 
on accommodation for railway employees. 
Compare that. with what has been done by 
non. members opposite. During the last 
three years that they were in office they 
spent only £10,COO. Now hon. members 
opposite complain of the want of attention 
to the accommodation for railway fettlers 
and others. 

Mr. l\1AXWELL: "The Railway Advocate" 
tuned you up for the way you are going on, 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
" The Railway Advocate" tunes the hon. 



sentleman up occasionally. Has the hon. 
gentleman read the complimentary remark; 
that have been said about me from time to 
iime 9 Xo. He refers to one or two pieces 
,f criticism. Ho does not read anv of the 
letters of appreciation that I recei"ve from 
tin1~-· to tinH' frmn th0 railwaY ~C'l'\~icl' of 
Quec nsland. Let me now deal 'with 01,e or 
two other points. lt will be a long time 
bc·fore the Opposition ask for the Railwa. 
Estimate• to b0 brought on again out of thei'r 
onlt'J'. (Laug-lttPL) I 1hink tlwv •vill lw 
quite prepared in future to allow· the Rail: 
way Estimates to be taken in their prop0r 
order. 

Mr. CoRSER: \Ye do not mind you stone
walling· t!Jen;. 

The SECRETARY FOR RL\IL\YAYS: I 
haYf' cut do\\'ll mv notes to a. n1inin1un1. 
(Laughter.~ · 

~Ir. KELSO: Your speech will go down 1o 
posterity. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
The time I have given to this matter has not 
'been more than the seriousness and the 
irnportance of railwav adrninistration ·war
rants. Hon. membet:s opposite would not 
expect me to s1t down and listen 1o their 
.<_:riticism for hm or three days without reply
Ing. 

:!'.Ir. TAYLOR: You ha ye taken the •vind out 
of the· e.tils of the Secretarv for Public 
\Yorks. " 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: 
The hon. member for Burrum complained 
."hat coal ":' '': cotweyed from Ipswich to the 
Gympte d1strtct, whereas he argued that coal 
should ha.-c been purchased from Iloward. 
The hon. member overlooked the fact that 
the coal from Bundamba cost the department 
20s. 2d. per ton, and the coal from Howard 
cost 27s. ?cl. per ton. How could YOU expect 
the, Raih.-ay Department to "pav that 
difference of 7s. 5d.? • 

~Ir. G. P. RmxEs: A few years ago th0 
·lepartmcnt sent coal from Bundamba bevond 
1lnryborough. " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
The department takes the basic price of coal 
und then considers the freight, and 1nakcs 
the bed possible bar<rain. That is done bv 
-the Comn1isdoncr. t:' ~ 

~Ir. RoBERTE : There was another reason 
!or <setting the coal from Bundamba. 

The SECRETARY FOH R"I.ILWAYS': 
The hon. member for Burrum also referred 
to excursion traim in the Childers district. 
a:1d statod that 1he Railway Departm0nt had 
gtvcn the monopolv to the Australian Labour 
party in that dish:ict in connection with run
r.in':!" train,s during the tlUn1n1er season. Such 
an unfair ~tat<n1cnt 1~ ab;olutelv incorrect. 
Ko such monopoly has been given: Tho Aus
tralian Labonr Jnrt ,- in that district has onlY 
been placed Oll the same footing aS anY otlWr 
-organisation. I \Yould not have dealt with 
this matter onl:- that the statement was made 
mn.-arrantably. e<nd I want to o-iye it a 
denial. The hon. member also sp~ke about 
the quality of the coal. The department hae 
appointed coal viewers to examine the coal 
at the pit head. with the result that th0re 
has been a considerable improvement in the 
qualit:: of the coal used by the d0partment. 
The department has issued a guide to loco
rnotive rncn, giving instructions as to the 
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method of ftring. and giving many other 
hints. As the resnlt of hat action there has 
been sub~t<Httial ceonmn~: effcctN1 in the coal 
COfJSU111ptjon. 

On this qur.-.tion the Conn11is~iont~r has fnr
nished tne with a reporb frm11 \vhich I quote 
tbs extract-

" The Effr,rts n1adc to lessen the con
H1mption of coal have ro,ulted in a reduc
tion from 57.2 cwt. to 54.2 cwt. per 100 
0nginc miles during the past twelve 
months. the difference being equivalent 
to about 21,000 tons of coal, ,_·orth over 
£22,000." 

That is an indication that there has been no 
l8xity. and that the C'on1n1issioncr. his 
officers. and the ,,.hole of the staff ar,' an'>.ious 
10 cconon~isc and bring about thn be':'5i pos
sible results for the departmeut. 

The hon. mc·mbcr {or Bm·nett spoke of tho 
condition of the engine~. carriages, '\\ agons. 
,,.,c] stations. He 'aid the department should 
look to their rolling-stock and stations. 
Such a remark would lead to the conclusion 
that the Hailway Department was lax in 
attending to engines, carriag-es. '''agons, and 
stations. As a matter of fact, this matter 
is c>trefully followed by the Commissioner 
and his officers. I have a report here dated 
9th July last, which I callod for, dealing with 
engines, carriages, wagons. and stations. 
The Commissioner in that report said that 
the engine;,:, carriage-.;, ·\vagons, and stations 
are in a better state of presenation to-day 
than they \\·ere in 1814. Although no parade 
is made of the tLHention given to these 
rnattcrs. attention is constantly giYen to 
1 hem. and a report is call eel for from time 
to time, and an indication g·iven to the 
Minister and the Cabinet bv the Commis
sioner as to the condition d the rolling
stock, :;;tations. and all other such rnattcrs. 

Mr. KELSO: Did he mention 1914" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YA YS: 
He mentioned 1914. b0cause I asked for a 
report in consequence of th(~ rmnarks of hon. 
members op]1osite last year. It ,-as stated 
t-hen that the cnginp;;;, carriages. wagons. 
and stnlions in 1914 were in a much bett0r 
statc of rq1air than tlv·~- were in 1922. 

Hon .. J. G. Ar-rET~: The·.' have all just 
recently been painted. • 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The report is drtted .Jnly last, and the Com
missioner and his of!icers ·,av that no less 
attention is given to thcf'l l11atters to-day 
than was the case in 1914. The Commis
sioner and his officers an~ anxious to preserve 
Lho engines~ carrjag-(~3. \V<.t'?'ons. and stations. 

There have been mane· othAr points men· 
( ioncc1 durinp: the diecussion. but I will not 
touch upon them now. I can assure hon. 
m0n1bcrs that thev \vill receiv.~, careful con
sideration. It is· the policy of the officers 
·_If the depar1-rncni to hnse the r0n1arks of 
hon. members careful!:-' analys0d, a.nd if 
f'r-nvcnicni·. \V.-- Oo nnt hesitate tn ::trt upon 
thrm. (Hear, hear!) 

Question put and passed. 

SODTIIER:.i DinSJOX. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I bog- to mov•-

" That £2,995.897 be granted for 
'Southern Divisjon.· " 

lion. J. Latcombe.} 
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;\lr. KERH (Enrrggrra): After listening to 
the r< narks of the ~linister one would r,ot 
like to refer again to railwa.y rriatt!:rs. 
(Hear. hear! and laughter.) I do not thmk 
for a moment that he has defended 'the whole 
position. 

'fho CHAIR~IA"' : Order 
Mr. KERR: I am going to discuss a 

matter m regard to the administration c.o far 
as it rel<ttes to the Southern Division. I 
went to refer to the metropolitan traffic, .and 
I will rdrain from touching on the Chief 
OH-lee. Anyone who has travelled for a 
number of years over the suburban lines 
must a·dmii· that the facilities arc totally 
insufficient to meet the requirements of the 
con1 n1 unity. 

2\lr. PEASE: It is all right out at Xorth· 
gate. 

Mr. KELSO: You live out there. 
l\fr. PEASE: I have never had one late 

train. 

Mr. KERR : The conditions have only to 
be• examined during the busy part of the day 
at Central Station to recognise that every
thing in this connection is not as it should 
be. 

1\cir. PEASE: You are wrong. 

Mr. KERR: The cOiweniences do not meet 
the requirements. Another system is neces· 
sary in order that those requirement~ can 
be wholly met. I am not going to say that 
people are waiting on the station to be 
taken to their homes in the suburbs-that 
would be untrne. At the same time 
travellers at certain hours of the day have 
to suffer bee a use the trains arc overcro·wded. 

:ur. PEASE: Have you ever been in a tram
car? 

'Hr. KERU: I am not talking about tmm 
cars. 

C\JJ-. PE.\SE: You onp;ht to compare the rail
way:-:; with the trams undC'r priYate onterpri;:-,c. 

::\Ir. KEHR: Tho trnmwavs arc not under 
the adrniuidration of the Cornn1is3ioncr, 
a.lthol!gh J-1i~ ~ :rct'lry is chairman of tho 
Trust. I do not 1Yrrnt to tackle this qnc,tion 
frotn the- point of 111i.;;rnanagement. In 111,·, 
opinio'l the very best is being done to cope 
'vith the situation. 

I want to direct the attention of the 11in
i~ter to a question which is of vital import· 
a ne~ to Brisbane and th' metropolitan area. 
\Vlwn speaking· previously on this question, I 
mentioned the fact that a large amount of 
t.hc revenue of the railways-possibly between 
70 per cent. and 80 p_r cent-comes from 
the metropolitan a.rea of Brisbane-that is 
within a radius of 25 miles. If that is so, 
and the trains are overcrowded and the 
system is unable to cope with the situation, it 
is reasonable to ask the Government to take 
further :~tcps to meet thP situation. I arn 
not going to 1\'eary the House with figures 
after the speech of the Minister, as the 
hon. p;entleman made an effort to prove 
practicallv 0Ycrything from his point of view. 
I an1 going to quote a fe-w figures to show 
that n1v demand-and it is a dcn1and-shoulcl 
recPi,·p· tlw con::;lderation of this GoYernrnent. 
I do not want 1 o go into the question of the 
deficit or the oYer-capitalisation of the rail· 
ways. If it is a fact that my proposals will 
mean a greater capitalisation and a greater 
deficit, it is time that another Government 
camo into office to try and deal with the 
question. If that event happened, money 

[Hon. J. Larcornbe. 

1hat has been tunviscly expended \Youltl Hot 
J.." expended in those channels but vcollld b·· 
spent in rcproductiYe works. That h th1' 
whole question in a nutshell, but I ha,-c no 
clesire io discuss h now. I ha\e gi vcn a go·_Jd 
deal of thought to the question that I haY•c 
raised, and I askod the ~linistor receEtly--

" In view of the electriftcation of th<' 
suburban railways of Victoria. haYe the 
Govern1nent any policy in this c-onnec
tion f:O far as Queensland i:-~ concerned'?:· 

The answer of the l\Iinister was-
" ::'\o action is contemplated in this 

direction at present." 

Considering the way that Brisbane, as the 
capital city, has progre"ed during the last 
few years, I am justified on behalf of my 
constituents in asking for a better sy::;tern to 
meet the requirements of the people residing 
i<1 the suburbs. I have taken at random from 
tlH' rcpcn·t of the Commi,.sioner certain 
figures since 1914. I want first of all to take 
a station in my electorate, Alderley. The 
statistics show that since 1914 the number 
of passengers, exclusiYe of season-ticket 
hoklers-I emphasise that-has increased by 
81,000. Indooroopilly, another station in my 
electorate. has increased its traffic during the 
same period b:' 117,000. The ftgurcs show 
thctt the traffic from Ea.gle Jnnction ha5 
increased by 186,000, Yeronga by 62,000, 
2\lanly lw 49,000, and :\"undah by 79,000, 

JHr. PE.\BE: You arc not the member for 
:\'nnd"h. 

C\Ir. KERH,: I know that. 

J\Ir. PEA,,J;: But you sa:· that these station' 
Are in your electorate. 

2\lr. KERR: I am here not only io rc,pre· 
sc•nt mv owl! elcctorate-I look after that all 
l'j f!ht~I an1 hPro to re pro~ 211t the intC'rc.~t . 
o(QuePnsland f!S a whole. I hope that I n1n 

tJCJt so nan·o1v tha! I onlv look after 1n: ow11 
c·kctora1c'. I realise tl]at t.hu nwtropolitan 
nrca, IYjthin a radius <Jf perhaps 10 111ilrs 
fro1n Bri5bnnc, i~ paying a vcr,y ha!ld:-rm1( 
r :urn to the Railway Department. \Yerc 
tLat not so. ve shonl.d r'ot be able t0 m<Jk 
m:~ny of our extensions or to build raihYt~'";'; 
i11to the tJuntrv \vhcre thev aro l•'ldly 
r0quircd. I an1 i·wt placing eovuntry against 
citv: I mcreh· want to point out th<tt the 
tnevh:opo1itan ~lrcq, is proYiding l'C\ enn? thnt 
0uablcs us to keep our country n:1h1·ay;; 
going. Let me take the guaranteed rruhn1ys. 
Throug-h effiuxion of time, the gtnrantec on 
tlte nilway from Mayne .Junction to Enocrgera 
~as expired. The railway v. as opened on 5th 
Fc·bruary, 1899. and was guaranteed under 
the Haihvavs Guarantee Act of 1895. The 
g-narantee fapsed through effiuxion of time 
on 4th Fcbruarv 1913. There was no occcsion 
fer that guara;1toe. because the lint' paid 
:£5 19a. Sd. per cent.-a handsome retlirn. 
In 1914 it paid handsomelv. Since that date 
thn number of passcnge1's has goDo up by 
197 per cent., and the revenue has ii<crc'a'cd 
bv 152 per cent. That refen to t!·affic to 
Ji.Iderle:.-. Enoggera traffic has i!1crea sed 
slightly. Enoggera and Alderley conJcmtl:y
and this is applicable to every othe1· sectwn 
of the metropolitan area-have incl'eilsed b.v 
l34 per er .1t. in their passenger traffic. by 
264 per cel<t. in the amount received from 
passenge'"• and 204 per cent. in the amount 
of re1-enue outwards. If it was paying a 
h"ndsome return of nearly 6 pe1· cent. in 
1914 and there have been further increases
e1·en taking into consideration the additional 
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v:orking cxpcnscs-I estimate ihat the line to 
Enoggcra is paying in the vicinitv of 9 per 
cent. ol' 10 per cent. to-dav. Th~l lino has 
been capitalised fl'om £54,110, when it ran 
t•J Enoggcl'a, to £480,844 in 1922 after the 
extension "\Ya ,, n1ade. The loss in ·working 
to-day is on account of the addition of the 
Dayboro eection. Dayboro is a countr0- dis
tl·ict and is entitled to the raihvav. I do 
Eot think that we should debar the country 
districts from having a railway, but the city 
people should can; a portion of the burden 
of taxation mcurrcd by the extension. To-day 
we al'e losing £30,129 on that railway. There 
has been a duplication from Mayno 'Junction 
to ::\ ewmarket and £59,000 was voted towards 
carrying out the work. That extra duplica
tion has capitalised the railways t.. little 
tnorc. 

\Ye should endeavour to overcome the evcr
crc··wding that now exists on our suburban 
railways to avoid having such a number of 
pc'1ple haYing to stand for considerable 
distances when travelling in our trains. I 
think the policy of the Government is wrong 
in this matter. ::\o benefit will accrue so 
long as the Government continue their policy 
of taking no action in this connection. ~ow, 
I am nor. here to make loYe to the Govern
ment. (GO\·ernment laughter.) 

Hon. F. T. BREl-:NAX: You are a flid. 

).lr. KERR: I am hero to advance rea~ons 
hy the GO\·ernment should curv out 

iwproYcments oa the railwavs. j£ the 
Go,-ernnlent in their \Yisdmn al·e finan(':allv 
£•Inbarra~scd, th<tt is their "pigeon," and 
the people should not suffer for it. The 
Govern1ncnt should set about instituting a 
cheaper s,j '3ten1 for the n1ctropolitan a re-p,. 
The ach·:mtages would b<l numerous. At pre
sent there are 27.000.0CO pa'3engers carried 
m Queensland annually, and of that number 
70 per cent. to 80 per cent. are carried in 
the rnetropolitan area. I an1 spcaki ng on 
behalf of that area and from an ecr,nornical 
point of Yi( Y. J\:Ioro duplicaLions and n1orc 
st~ttions are :cequircd. \Ye need a station 
bc:twecn Tar in~" and Inclooroopilly. \Vo 
m~.d a duphcatwn of the Enog;rern raih.-a,-. 
The Alclerley station is insufficient for tho 
pl'csent requirements. It i3 unfortunately 
placed, and there is a likelihood over, drw 
of an accident occurring there; tlw nJ,itforrrt 
JS too low. The difi\cultics of the Enoo-l!ora 
liuo have not been ovm:cDme. I realise

0

'that 
tlto athmtion of the ad1ninistration dcp0nd~ 
ur1on the ti~u1ncial policy of the Govcrrnnerlt
(·c·nsequently the ,:_tttention that '\Yas necessarv 
ha~ not been giYcn. ~ 

In 1912 a Commie.oion \\"as appointed in 
Yi~'oria \Yith a ,.-iew. to considering the clec
rnficaho!1 of \> 1ctonan suburban rail\VaYs. 
~he re~ult \Yas that. the system was adopted. 
_l_hc ongina1 e:-t1n1ate was some\Yherc in tho 
region of £2._250,000, inclusiYe of po\Yer
ltcuse and cqmpmcnt. For nine ve rs thev 
have b:eer' progre. ,ing in this work" I believe 
the ongmal length was to be 143 miles. and. 
over 100 miles hav() already been construdccl. 
They have converted certain carriao-c·s and 
the l?dditiona1 efficiency, judging 

0

fr~m a 
peruc.al of repoTts, is remarkable. Then' 
::tre t;ther importa!'t factors. A more frequent 
serv1ce 1s estabh~hed, . therefore people do 
not ha .-e to stana up m the trains as thev 
are c_loing here to-clay. The cost is l~·,s "; 
espec1ally does this reflect itself in regard. to 
off hours. Instead of six cars being in use, 
they have Teduced the number to four. Then 
there is automatic signalling and a higher 

S]leed. There is a srt ving in every h,1]f hour 
of four or five minutes. which would be of 
g~·cat assi:::tance to our Comn1issioncr in his 
rr•ctropolitan policy. 

Perhaps it is not fair to make a comparison. 
between Brisbane 'and the larger cities of 
the world. I have here a plan of the under
gr<"'uncl railways of London, and, if hon. 
members have not seen it, they may look at 
th1s plan. I am not suggesting that we 
sbonld start an underground systf'm. It will 
probably be fifty years before that is needed, 
but the time is opportune for improving 

our present system. I ask the 
[8.30 p.m.] ::\1inister, with a Yiew to altering 

our present svstem, to go to the 
South side at a busy hour of the day to 
go to Brunswick Street, or to. Roma Stl:eet. 
Everyone knmn that Roma Street Station is 
not plea,ing to the eye. Go to the Central 
Station at a busy time of the day. and I am 
sure the :Minister will come to t.he conclusion 
Hw.t some alteration is necessary to enable 
the Commissioner to handle his traffic in a 
p1 oper n1anner; yet the Governrrtent say 
they have no policy in this connection. 

Hon. F. T. BREl<XAN: Who said they hrLYe· 
DO policy? 

::\Ir. KERR: The ::VIinister, in reply to a 
qncstion of n1inc, sai,d no action is contem
plated at the present time. I WQuld like 
the ::\Iinister to indicate to the Committee 
whether he is not of the opinion thrrt the 
p:~ople \Yho eontribute the revenue sho11ld 
hf,!_Te g;rcc:tcr consideration. '\Ye have a pre
cedent not only in other parts of the ·world 
but in other parts of Australia. Although 
fH~r pDpu1ntion 111ay bo small as corn;Jar'ed 
W1lh that of Melbourne. \Ve have to remem
ber that wo have 70,000,0no pa·.songers in 
Queenslancl, aucl ihe trains in the metropoli
tan area an' \vel! patroni,ed. Electricity is 
bcco1ning nlQro popular every day, and, 
in.stcn cl of building a further deviation from 
:\.layn<' to ::\e"·n1a'i·kct at a cost of £60,000, 
'"" ,,-oulcl b') \Yell ·tdvisccl to convert our 
railwan to an electric S\'<tcm. The return 
\Yotllrl. jwstify it. The ~hort clectrir lines 
in ~1elbonrne are paying a great deal more 
th<1n intercf't and IYorking expen~c~, and we 
arc justitiE'd in sc£'kir1g progrc":-' in this con
nection. I have given this matter a. good 
rh~al of considcrntion 1 and I COl)1Inend the 
proposal tc the ::\Iinister, ami trust that he 
will give an that this qucetion will 
not he overlooked the Govcrnm•mt. I 
Eincercl: hope that will give it the a tten-
tion ib in.portancc deserve"'. 

::\Ir. C:ORSER (TJurnrtt): In dealing with 
the administtation of the railways I must 
rder to a remark made by the Minister. 
He claims that the amount debitAd to the, 
Raihva:v Department for loss on railways 
built under the guarantee principle, since 
they ha vc been constructed, amounted to over 
£2.000.000. 

The SECRI:TARY FOR RAILWAYS: Since the 
repeal of the Act. 

~.1r. CORSER: That makes it worse; 
because since the Government have been in 
pO\\"Cr---

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I do not wish 
to block the hon. member, but he will. hardly 
be in ordet· in traversing a statement macle 
on a previous vote. 

:'11r. CORSER: The Minister claims that 
over £2.000.000 was lost on the few railways 
that \vero built under the guarantee. How 
can that be possible when on th"l whole 

Mr. Corser.J 
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raih~-aJ adn1inistration during that ti1ne there 
was a total loss of only £,j,000,000. I do 
not know ho\v he m.ade his cmnputatiou. 
IJ:ow can we be expected to take his f1gure.s 
as correct':' 

cr:ho SECT'EJARY FJR H.IILWAYS: The compu
tation 'era::; 1nade bY the 11iuister and his 
"Jfficers. ~ 

:VIr. CORSER: The Minister wishes to take 
credit for wiping that off. 

The SECRETARY iOR RAILWAYS: I say it ie 
<t loss to the GoYornment. 

J\lr, CORSER: It is made up in another 
v.-ay. The GoYcrmnent introduced other 
taxation to make it good. 

Tho CHA IR:UAX: Order : I hope the 
hon. member >>ill not pursue that line of 
argu1nent 

Mr. CORSER: It has been claimed that 
the wiping out of the guarantee is to the 
,credit of this Administration. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ha Ye already 
ru]e,d that the hon. member is not in order 
·on this voto in replying to anr criticism 
offered on a preyious Yote. If the hon. 
gentleman wishes to rep!:, to the YJ:inister, he 
should have risen "hen the ::\1inister resumed 
his seat. -

:\Ir. CORSER: I am not saying this in 
,criticism of the Minister at all. I say for 
the information of the Committee that· it is 
just as well, particularlv as there are so 
1nan3 nc1v men1bcrs ·who~ wore not here in 
1914, to remember that the abolition of the 
·guarantce--
Th~ CliAIRMAX: Order! The hon, mem

ber is not going to get round my ~uling in 
that fashion, If the hon. member refers 
to it any further. 1 >Yill ask him to resume 
hi~ seat.~ 

}lr. CORSEH: I was only going to say 
that I ;;no.-cd the abolition of the guarantee, 
~out I an1 Dot going to say it nov.-. FourtC('l1 
m1 the Government side Yotc<l again··t it and 
only seven supported our party. 

The CHAIRMA='i': Order: \Yill the hon. 
n1embcr address tho chair? 

l\Ir, IV BIGHT': How did the prroent SPcre
tary for Railways Yotc on that question? 

Mr. CORSER : The hon. member knows 
'~:hat I» ould be out of order in answering that 
question, It is just as disordcd:, for hon. 
members on the other side to interj~ct as it is 
for me to take any notice of them. Since 
I am not permitted to pursue that argument 
-since I am not permitted to say that I 
first mgYed the abolition--

The CH AIRi\IA::\r: Order! If the hon. 
member doe, not obey rrw ruliJH:', I ,.-ill 
deal with him. I hope I ;h"ll not haye to 
call him to order again. The hon. nwmber 
knows suffi<'i0nt of par1ia1ncntary practice to 
know that ho has an opportunity of dealing 
with that matter if he so wishes. 

}Jr. CORSER: \Vc are not able to deal 
1Yith the adrninistration of the traffic, 111ain
ten~ncc, and Ioco1notive branches, in\~olYing 
an expenditure of near!:, £3,000,000. as we 
,hou]J, owing to the fact that yye have not 
got the Con11nissioner' s report. 

The SECRET.,HY FOR RAILWAYS: You asked 
1or the Railway Estimates to be brought on. 

1\lr, CORSER: \Ye asked for the Eetimates 
<111<1 the Minister s,aid he was reach-. He 
'Was r0ady but his report was not. Iic went 
through the report himself and said it was 
the 1_nost complimentary report the Govern· 
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1nent c>·er rccci.-ecl, but nobodv else knows 
anvthing about it. \Ye have tO accept that 
sta~t€·n1cnt because \YG haYP no kno\vlerlge o:f: 
the report. \Ye cannot deal with the Yote as 
we should bccau,se the :Vlinistcr has not 
proyidcd us with the report of the Commis
sioner. 

A GoYEHX1IE);T :YIDIBER: You always get 
it in October. 

Mr. CORSER: \Ye are supposed to got 
it whe11 the .Jliniste.r claims he is ready. 
I 1vns going to deal \vith the guarantee prin
ciple. but as I am not permitted to deal 
with tlnt question I will not say it was the 
fault of the Go';ernment that it was not 
a holished long before, because fourteen 
La!Jour members .-oted ,.-ith .Jlr, Denham 
ag·~in~t my n1otion for abolition in 1914. 

The SECRETAlf'L FOR RAIL\YAYS 
(Hon. J. Larconbe, 11 rppef) : In reply to 
the hon. member for Enoggcra I want to say 
that the Qoyernnu:-nt a.rc not Yiewing lightly 
the quHtiDn of the electrification of the 
metropolitan and suburban railwa:.~ service, 
but it is financially impossible for u" to takd 
any action at the present time. In Victoria 
the.v have a yery sn1all area, a very big 
populatioD. and a vcr;,- hig revenue. They 
certainly have electrified portions of the 
metropolitan system, but it has been a ,·ery 
c0stly job. It has cost at least 100 per cent. 
more than the orig-inal estimate, Qne•ens
Jand, with its small population, large rnile
a!Ie, and <t £50,000,000 capitalisation. is not 
eJJle immediately to consider the question of 
the electrification of our railwavs. 

Reg,arding _the qnestion of handling the 
traffic and on:r crowding, that i:; a complaint 
that frequently aris0<3, not only in Queensland, 
but in other pa >·ts of Australia. I ha ye a 
letter Trritten to the Bri,;;bane "Courier " 
last year conr'erning the overrrrm:ding of 
trains, It' is rather a complitllentat~- letter 
and is >nitten bv ::\Ir. \Yilliam L'Eotratlg'C. 
In this letter 'he points out that the 
crcrcrol\ Jing in Queent;land in the n1etro
politan arc• a is no. greater than it. is 
in other Stntcs in ~\.ustralia. and ccrtarnly 
wa3 not a,, gn'at aG. on rh0 tram sy'ltcrn at 
that t inw The qtwstion of )JrOYiding 
adequate acconmtNlation for pae·cng,ers will 
ahYn ~·s roccive carcftll consideration. Tho 
Co1n~1j ... sioncr stated n, fc\Y days ago t.hat 
260,000 000 p&ss,•ng-r'n ha Ye been hnndlc-1 on 
tbe railwan \Yithout anY a,cciclent resulting 
from dcfcc.ti.-e rollin.s--stock. That io a yen 
f!ne record, and sho1y~ that ,·.::·r."- 0ftC11 

cParges of ''dangerouS' rolling-~tock'' arc 
made yy·ithout r<'al justification. I >>ill have 
the question of the electrification of the 
nt·•tropolitan and suburban services inqr;.ired 
into a,nd an approximate cost made out, but 
I do not "·ant to mi ,lead the Committc,e. I 
do not '' :1nt anv hon. n1en1bcr to think there 
is any poseibili(y, during the curreuc-- of the 
lH'CSf'~i" Par!iameEt .nt ony r~1t ., t.hat \\·.r• ~h~Jl 
l·p nrJJf:• tn rlc.~~tnfv onr El?r•·Iccs 111 t11e 
:rnetropolitan and snl)urban areas. 

Mr·, Knm: \Yiil ,You pub!i,h the report? 

Tlte ~EC'ItET.\TIY FOH H.\ILIY-~YS: 
Yes. 

Question put and passed. 

C'EXTRAL DI\'ISJO);. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\ILWAYS 
I Hon. J. Laroombe, K tppel) : I beg to move
, " That £827.076 be granted for ' Cen

tral Division.' " 
Question put and passed. 
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KORTHER:s-- DIVISIO~. 

The SECRET"\RY FOH RAIL \V AYS: I 
•:beg to move-

" That £916.554 be gra::tcd for ' Korth
ern Di visjon.' ~' 

Question put and pa~.iocl. 

DEPART:\IE~T Of PUBLIJ \YORKS. 

CHIEf OFFICE. 
The SECRETARY FOH PCBLIC WOHKS 

(Hon. \V. Forgan Smith, Jlackay): I beg to 
niOYC-

" That £22.630 be granlod for ' Depart-
ment of Public \Yorks--Chit>f Offic<'.' " 

This is a decrease of £88 on la't vcar's vote. 
If there is any matter in regard to vvhich 
hon. members desire information, I shall be 
very pleased to give it. 
Ho~. W. H. BAR:'\ES (Wynnwn): There 

are one or two matters about which we 
should get somo information at this juncture. 
The Minister is unlike the Secretarv for 
Railwayf), who supplied us very fully' with 
information. The Secretarv for Public 
Works, apparently, is going· to proceed on 
opposite lines and ask us to fish out informa
tion for ourselves. \V e would like to know 
what the personal exponsps of the Minister 
himself have been in connection with the 
department. 

The SECRI!TARY FOR PUBLIC Vv' ORKS : I will 
give you that now-£607 2s. ld. 

HoN. \V. H. BARXES': I am vrrv much 
obliged to the hon. g0ntleman. I at o"ne time 
had the honour of presiding over this depart
ment, and during all the years I was there 
the probability is that my total expense' with 
that and other departmen1'"· did not amount 
to that wm. Ono can quite understand why 
there has been 'ltch a desire to keep this kind 
of information back. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC "WoRKS: Of 
conrse, the question of value enters into it. 
(Laughter.) 
Ho~. \V. H. BARXES: That adds to the 

-enormity of the offence. (Laughter.) If the 
general public had to gaug-e· the value. w0 
know what the decision would be. The hon. 
gentleman may be very good in some direc
tions, but it is just as well that he sl10uld be 
advised or he n1ay get very vain. 

The SECRETARY FOR PLTBLIC \VORKS : If I 
got very ';ain, I ,vould be merely following 
your example. 

Ho~. W. H. BARXES: It will be a ha pp~· 
day for the Minister, and it will be a good 
clay for the State. when he follows my 
example. The Department of Public \Vorks 
has to do with the question or the cmplo~'
ment of labour, which i'l a verv vital matter 
just now, and Jeotwithc·tanding. the fact that 
there is an \et under which l!nemployment 
is relioYod. it is patent that there is a very 
large number of unmnplcJyod people to-day. 
and thP position is bccon1ing exceedingly 
acute. I do not know the real reason for it. 
There mav be some reason which the Minister 
can expla.in. Tho fact remains that a great 
number of people find themseh es without 
work, and I cannot conceive of e.nythmg
more distressing than men bt,ing unable to 
gt·t work. 

Hon. F. T. Bm:::-.~..1.~: They are coming 
here from Kew South \Valeo;. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: This io;" :Minio;try 
of excuses. The "\ssistant :\Iinicter, who has 
Fecently entered the Cabinet. says that they 

arc coming from Now South ·wales. That 
may be so. but we know of people who have 
been resident in Queensland for a great many 
1·ears who unfortunately filld themseh·cs out 
'of work. This is one of the things which we 
ought to tackl" in earr!c;t and see if there 
i.,; any v; ay out of the dlf:hcnlty. 

It is of intere•'t to know what the attitude 
of the dcpartn1cnt is likely to bo in c.onnec
tion with buildings in the future. Fast <~f 
all. I would refer to the Hamilton cold steres. 
to which the following reference was made 
in the report of the Department of .l"ublic 
\\'arks in 1922:-

" Estimated cost: Buildings, £125,000; 
refrigerating\ machinery. electric JOlant, 
expansion p1ping, conveyor, ~tc., £75,0Gl0; 
\\·harf, £34,000; rarlway s1dmg, £21,500; 
total, £255,000. 

* * 
"The offi-ce block is nearing comple

tion. and the cold storttge and machin,ery 
buildino-s arc in course of constructiOn. 
All rei~forccd piles are driven, the rein
forced concrete floor of the compressor 
house and the machine beds are ca.st, 
and a commencement has been made w1th 
pouring the flat-slab ground floor of the 
storage chambers and the walls of the 
corn pressor hou~e." 

The total expenditure to 30th June, 1929, .was 
£211.097. I 'vould like to ask the M1mster 
if he anticipates getting the Hamilton celd 
c.tore·· completed for the estimated cost. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR I''CBLIC vVORKS: Yes. 

Ho:-;. VI. H. BAR:t\'ES: 'vVe are entitled 
to the fulle·ct information. because charges 
have been 1nade in previous discussions on 
these Estimab'' that there has been a good 
deal of rnisrnanagernent in connection with 
thooe flares. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC \VORKS: 'l'hat IS 

not so. 
Hox. \Y. H. BAR);ES: \Ve were told 

about purchases which 'vere made which 
were not nccessarv. 

The SECRETARY . FOR Pt:BL!C \VORKS : You 
are referring to J\Ir. Flotcher's s~atement 
abont cork board. That was oxplamed last 
~.rrar. 

Ho:-;. \\'. H. BAR:-.JES: It may have been 
explained last year. but .we wa.nt to know, 
quire apart from that. 1f etther too mueh 
or too little was purchased. 

Let me dra\'Y attention to another fact. 
\Ye are told that the Government have been 
findinp; it difficult to obtain ston_c for the 
completion of the Trc'a,;urv Bmldmgs block 
from independent sources. and that they have 
bc·en wccc,dnl in getting hold of a qnctrry 
which is going to give them. a. very large 
snpply. \Ye would hkc the :\IwtstPr to t·ako 
us into his unfidencc--\'YO ought to be. told
as to th2 cost. and whether the ',tmwted 
supply is likdy to be obtained an~!. Ff_De
rallv. if tlw stone IS such that tlH' nn.rlumg 
io doing to bP carried Dnt for the cslnna to. 
I ~otice in the report of i·hc clPpnnmcnt 
i~a.t the l ·.timatcd amount to complete the 
biock is £230.000. I would like to. know 
\Y,hethcr an cdiinrttc \vas prepan~d. 1n thr~ 
n6ual wav bv the department before ~he 
lnlilding ~vas 'entered upon, becan·t~ I t~nn_k 
the C''1mmitlee ought to kl;m;· v<'lwther 1t 1s 
likelv to be completed wtthm the amount 
stim;lated in the Pstimatc. These are d'tys 
ia 'which a. good deal of correspondence and 

Hon. Tf. II. Barnes.1 
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<1iscu5sion are taking place with regard to day 
!n.bnur and COlltl'act. The Goy<:_~rnn1cnf~ 
policy is .day la hour, nevorthclo>s it is on!;~· 
right that \YO ~houltl know for purpoccs of 
compftrison \Yhat the estimate was and 
whether it is likely to be exceeded. I admit 
that the intentions of the Government are to 
erect it by day labour, but we have the right 
to knoy,· how long it is likely to take and 
l10w long 1t will bo before the building ,,-ill 
be aYailable for occupation. 

The \Vorks Department, as I have pointed 
out previously, ha< not ma,do much progress 
since the days of the Denham Go\'crnment. 
The pl'ogress has not been at all satisfactor\· 
in the respect I shall proceed to indicate. 
The cost of building has gone up very 
matcl'lally, but the amount expended by the 
tlcpartment ha• not been at all commensurate 
with the increase in the cost of building. 
In other words, I make the charge to-night 
that the public \Yorks have been starved, at 
any rate so far a;;.:. cxpenditul'C~ out of reYcnuc; 
is concerned, and there is not the amount 
of building going on from revenue that 
thert should be. I admit that there has been 
some extra expenditure from the Loan Fund, 
but from a revenue point of view there has 
been distinct starvation. I know that there 
is a desire on the part of many people, includ
ing members of Parliament, for now schools 
in one direction or another, and we ought 
to know in the·· e days of increased revenue 
whether the majority of the buildings are 
to be erected from revenue or from loan. 
I hope we shall get information to the effect 
that the stanation I bave mentioned is not 
going to continue .. 

l3doro I sit down I wish to ask another 
qucslion in connection ·with the new syste1n 
of dealing with the unemployed after they 
have been in the State for a certain period. 
I think I have a right to know how the 
system is \vorking-whether the contribu
tion~ 1 .. ·hich arc being n1ade by the various 
parties have been very grcat-\vhothcr the 
Go,·ermncnt think tlw amount which they 
arc like!'" io receive \vi!! be sufficient to meet 
the dclllZmds made on the fund. \Ve notice 
all round a tcndenc,· to make increased 
levies upon the people. <!nd I would like to 
]o,mv whether the workers are likely to have 
to pay an increased levy to meet tho require
ments of that fund. I know, of course, that 
if increased rcYcnnc is required frDm them, 
it "·ill be required from other sources also. 
The matter i such a vital one that I think 
the Minister should take the Committee into 
his C·'Jnfidence. He should also let us know 
\Vhdher the demands which are going to be 
made in other directions for relief are likely 
to continue. so that we can judge whether 
on the \\·hole the demands of the Govern
ment as a rewlt of unemployment are going 
to be increased or decreased. 

The SECRETARY FOR Punuo \VoRKS : Out
door relief comes under the Homo Depart
ment. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I admit that it is 
a Home Department matter, but they are 
linked together. Then I want to refer to 
SDmething which has been mentioned time 
after time in com1f>ction with the Depart
ment of Labour. The reports which come 
in with reference to unemployment in 
different parts of the State are sometimes 
0xceedingly painful reading, because we find 
that in so many places so many persons are 
out of work. Take Brisbane and other 
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c·cntrcs frcm which the reports come and you 
find that unfortunately a great number of 
persons are unemployed. \Ye have a Lab?ur 
Govcrumcnt in office, and they are rece!vmg 
a trornendous amount of revenue-nearly 
double what the Denham Government 
received in their last year of office-and 
under those circumstances there should be 
no unemployment. But, notwithstandi'!g 
that reYcnuc, and in spite of Labour adminis
tratiou, n1ore persons are unemi?loyed to-day 
than in the past. I would hke to know 
\Yhether the hon. gentleman can giVe us any 
asoaranro that under the new condition of 
things there are brighter days ahead for 
i he \YOrkcr. 

I hold that the administration of this 
d(·partment has not g-one in the direction of 
helping the worker; it has rather been to hJS 
great disadYantage. \Ye have the nght to 
know what is !ikelv to be the pohcy of the 
Government in the· futuro in regard to these 
things. 

11r. KERR (Bnoggcra): I would like some 
information from the Minister regarding the 
I-Irtrnilton cold stores. I understand that at 

the present time there is a large 
[9 p.m.] staff employed at the Roma 

Street railway cold stores, and 
I \Yonld like the hon. gentleman to state 
whether it is his intention to transfer those 
meE to the Hamilton cold stores when that 
buildiug is completed: I under~tand that 
1vithin a vel"' short time a portiOn of the
Hamilton coid stores will be utilised for 
buLtel' storage. I \'ant to advocate the 
l'ctention of tho serYiccs of those ~1~11 
enoplo;~·ed at Roma street. I ho]1G the J'dl'!JS
r.,,,. \vill take into consJcl~ratwn the questwn 
o[ transferrin<( the,e competent men who 
han been erntJ!oyccl in the Government 
sc'rYico for a con~idcrablc tin1e to tho 
I-Lunilton cold stores. 

There is a not her matter that I would like 
t( Incntioll. I f('ll1Cn1bcr Jjstinctly la~t year~ 
when t be EstimrrtH in connection with the 
JlPpad!llcnt of PLJblic \\'orks \vcr~ being con
sitlc·rC'd, thn ·'1inister d_id ~an Il1J_ustice to 
me bv c.,,ying that I des1rea to mislead the 
House \Yhen I "tatcd that loan lT!oney was 
bciu·~· utilised for the building of schools 
und -a::- lums. in the wa~- of endowments fo1· 
hospital buildings, anci for bridge repairs 
and other works, \\·hen for n1any, 1nany :,·cars 
prior to this GoYcrnment coming into. office 
that ·,,-ork \Yas carried out from consohdated 
revenue. On<> must recognise that construc
tion or repairs in connection with. scho~ls, 
E1svlun1s bridges and in connection vnth 
en"tlov. m'ents fm· hospital buildings, should be 
a charg,, upon the taxpayers of this State. 
That is to """ that work should be earned 
oul-n1orc eSPecially in connertion with 
cndownwnts for hospital buildings and 
schools-from consolidatecl revenue. To-day 
th0 GoHrnment are building schools and 
crcctin o· other buildings out of money 
borro ,.~d in the old countrv which is giving 
no return. I ask the Minister where he 
thinks he and his policy in regard to this 
matter are going to end. I think it is deplor
able that ~uch a policy should be found 
nccessar_v, more esjwcially in the face of t~e 
large amount received in revenue. It IS 

regrettable that the Governmc<nt should be 
called upon to obtain money from one source 
for a certain purpose, when that money 
should be paid b:,- "'ay of revenue by tbe 
wealthier class of the community. 

Mr. CoLLI"!<;S: Oh~ Say that again! 
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:\lr. KEHU: \Ye fmd that the Government 
have mi,orably failed to carry out a public 
works polic:·. The policy of carrying out 
th 0 \Ymks I have mentioned from Loan 
Funds has only b_een initiated since the 
Labour party came mto office, and when they 
found that thev could not get the money 
from another source to carry on. It is 
regrettable that the;• have found it neces
Fary to depend upon loan money from 
America and England, instead of upon the 
n1onc~y 0xtractcd from the taxpayers to carry 
oa tho>r' works. It is a sad commentary on 
a La hcmr Admini.ctration. The Government 
Ra, that they are doing the best possible. 
It is regrettable that they could be compelled 
to call upon the people in America and 
England for money to erect schools, asylums, 
etc. 

l\h. Cor.LI"S : Do you propose an extra 
tax on the wealth ? 

::Y1r. KERR: Tho community aro taxed 
more than they can stand, but the money 
is going into the wrong channels. 

l\Ir. COLLJ"S: Do not look so hard af; the 
hon. member for \Vvnnum and the hon. 
momlwr for \Yarwick: 

:Mr. KERR: I am looking at the hon. 
member for Bowcn. 

The CHAIR::\IA:-i: Order! I hopo the 
hnn. member >Yill look at tl1e Chair. 

::\Ir. KERR: I am looking at you, too, :Mr. 
E:ir"~an. On JWru,ing the Estimates for 1914 
in connection with this department, I find 
that the staff connected with work carried 
on ont of reTPnue numbered pjghty-one, 
whore'' to~day, >Yhen there is allegedly more 
1 ork going on, I find that the staff has 
dwindled to sixh--ninc. Since this GoYern
nwnt ea me into ·power they have not only 
followed tlw policy of constructing build
ings 011t of loan n1oney, but theY }J;lYe 
transfrn·cd son10 of the ~taff prt:?-riousl~'l 
0ngagccl in l'e\-l'llllC' \York to Loan Fund, 
i-l1t> of those offit:cr:;< now i:.rcing 
paid nut loan n1onc.v. If th:1t pol1c. 
is follmYecl to a definite end. I do not 
kno1v r ht'ro the CnYcrnnl('nt a-ro £rning- to 
fini.sh. IY<· find thd i1 <'osts £22.630 to 
pay the -~alaries of thll aclministrati,-o staff 
of the \Yorks Department ''ngaged on >YOrks 
constructed out of reYenue. whilst in 1916 it 
cost noarlv £3.000 more. :'\o one can toll me 
that !he cintic~ han not increased since that 
time. :'\otwith >tanding the fact that there 
ha8. he( n a consillerable increase in salaries 
dnring that time, there has been a saving 
of £3.000 iE 1hat particular section of the 
department. If you l'xamino the figures con
cerning thP sa1nc- n1attPt' in C'onncction with 
work carried out from Loan Funds vou will 
find that it is many thousands ~f" pounds 
mor<' than the figure for ihe other section 
o[ the department. and is much more than 
it >Yas in 1914. It is out of reason to think 
that a polic0' of economy is being followed 
by spending loan money which is unproduc
tive. \Yhrn it could be spent in other a\'enue_; 
which >nmld provide work. I am not going 
to sit dcnYn \Yithout giYing the 1Iinistcr som(~ 
figures to prO\'e my statements. In 1915, 28 
per cent. of money expended on buildings 
was expended from Loan Funds, and the 
remaining 72 per cent. was expended from 
revemw. In 1923 the position is reversed 
and only 36 per cent. is now expended fron~ 
revenue, whereas 64 per cent. is expended 
from Loan Funds. The Minister said that I 

was deliLcrately misleading the Committee 
>vhcn I spoke on these Estimates last :year, 
but if he can prove to me that I was 
deliberatoh· misleading the Committee in the 
ligures I ha Ye given, I shall bo quite willing 
to admit it. I am quoting the exact figures, 
and the :\Iinister cannot deny my statement. 
Since th0 :\Iinister made that statement I 
have never had the opportunity of com
bating it, Lut I have nc\cr forgotten it. I 
am not going to permit the Minister to tell 
me that I rleliheratelv misled the Committee 
when my Jlgures ancl statements were based 
on facts. 

The SECHETARY FOR PULIC \YORKS: I will 
it'll you shortl:c where the failacy is creeping 
111. 

Mr. KERR: If the Minister can prove 
that. lw is a better hand at that work than 
the Secretary for Railways. In 1915 £190.438 
>Yfts ']ll'n( On public Works fr0111 reYenue and 
£73,353 from loan money. The total expendi
bre from roYenue was 72 per cent. as c-om
pared >vith 28 per cent. from the Loan Fund. 
In 1923 the position was reversed, and a total 
of £96,008 was expencL•d from revenue, or 
36 per cent., and £164,794. or 64 per cem., 
from Loan Funds. Before I sit down I also 
want to state that in 1915 we spent oYer 
£2.000 more than the Government are spend
ing to-da:, for the same purpose. The total 
amount expended bv this GoYernment in 
1815 on Jmblic workB"' was £263,000, while in 
1923 it wets £2.000 le,s. I will ask the 
C'mnrnittee if the dc·pal'ture from such a 
sound principle as has boon laid down by 
''very Gon•rnment practically, barring- the 
Labour Administration of Queensland, can b, 
justified in any shape or form. The Com
Inon\vcalth Governn1cnt have laid it down 
th:::~t loan rnoncy has only tu be expended on 
such ·works as post office~, ·which giye a 
retctrll. If the l\1inis+er de-ire s to expend 
loon 11lOlH'\' to the e:dcnt of £100.000 on such 
n lmildiu~: as the State Insurance building, 
nncl it is ~oiug to honse the State Insuranco 
Dop" r1 <1>0111. the ::\lain Roads Board, tho 
Public Curator, and the otlPr officers who 

occup~v it and pa:v rent. he \\·ill justify 
action of the GoYernn1cnt in using loan 

nlonC.\', as the GoYcrnn101Jt \Yill sccuro a 
return on thP moncv in,-csh•d and the tnx
Jlf1Wl' \\~j]J not b." called UpOll to foot the 
bill. If. on the ol her hand. he is going to 
PX]H•nd loan n1oncy on unproductiYc work~ 
such as rrstoring ln·idgcs and building schools 
tho taxpa:;cr >Yill haYe to foot !110 bill. At 
f'H'l'Y opportunih· I an1 going to takn excep
tion to this pol ir,·. I. hHn" pointed out tluu 
WP baYP l'f'Rchcd a stage\ after f'ight ~-car~· 
admini~tration unclcr a Labour GoYClT111H'nt, 

V,'hru \YC shonlcl pause and takP sto<'k. If the 
Gon:ornn1c•nt can snb:'-tantiatc th0ir policy in 
n:-:ing thi:-' f'Xorbjtant anlOUllt of loan n1orrc:v 
in face of the fact that iu 1914 anrl fol' manv 
ypar:< prO\"iOu3 to tl~at this money vvas ncyc·1· 
USC'd for the purpo~e.-.. that it i:-; EOW u-:-cd for, 
',".cPll aEd g:oo.d. 

The officials of the department have eor
tainh reconstructed it. I haYe nothing to 
say against them. The \Yorks Department 
to~clav is on a sound basis. The Under Secre
tarv \Ya<;<, kind enoug-h to sho\v n1e at one stage 
his. costing: sYsLm. I found no fault >Yith 
it: it seemed to me that the system was 
ba~ocl on a sound kno\Ylrdge of the require· 
ments. It is JlUrel:v a question of the Govern
ment. I hope that the Minister will not be 
like another ::\linister and state that hon. 

llir. Ilerr.] 
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ll1C'lllbcr~ on rhi:, the House \YCrc out 
tn critic:1~P tht' oJ thP CoYernn1ent 
departments. Those officials are lower paid 
thun officnrs lJOlding corresponding positions 
in any other part of Australia. Instead of 
grumbling, the officers are givjng their very 
best. Th•' work of the C!epartment is being 
done well, but the polic,;· of the Gov~rnment 
in spending loan money in that connection 
,demands a full cxplamition. Bcrore I con
clude I would again like to ask the kind 
consideration of the Minister to the question 
of utilif'illg thr: ~ClTicPs of th0 elllployee~ 
at tlw cold .-.tore at Howa Street iu tlw 
Hamilton cold stores. 

Mr. KING (Lagan): I have had the oppor
tunity of reading the report of the Dnder 
Secretar.v for \Y arks, and I find it contains 
matters of very great interest. Ono of the 
first ma.ttors that strikes me, and it has not 
bePn touched on by pre\'ious speakers, is in 
•connection with the State High School in 
South Brisbane. I am not Sflying a word 
against the erection of the high school, but I 
would likA to refer to the report of the pro
ceedings of laying the foundation of that 
bnilding, which took place !a-t Saturday. 
The Secrctarv for Public Instruction is 
reported to h·~vo stated thn,t, if mor.o land 
was required for the purposes of that school, 
it would lw taken from the park. 

Mr. COLLI~S: \Vhat is wrong with annex
ing that portion on which the bo>ding-green 
has been built? \Vhat the ratepayers should 
do is to pull the fen~e dGnnL 

::Ylr. KING : That is wanton destruction. 
Mr. l\1AxWELL: And would lead to litiga

tion. 

'\Jr. KI:\"G: If the hon. member for Bowen 
onlv n:erci,pd <I little common sense he would 
find that he has a right to go on to that 
bowling-green if he wishes and no one can 
stop him. 

'\Ir. CoLr.IXS: 'The first thing the rate
payr>rs ought 1 o do is to ren1oYc the fence. 

:Hr KI:\"G: You ha n no rig·ht to do 
that: it is open to you. The park is one of 
the lung· spaces for the pulJlic. and Brisbane 
\Yanb; a p;ood many 111orp lung space..; than it 
has ~1t the prt•::eut tinL". 

:\Jr. C'OLLJXS: That is quite tnw. 

:\Ir. KT:\"G: The Secretary for Public 
In:-;tructjon propo-'t;;;--

Tbe CIIAIR:\L-\:\": Order! Order! I do 
not wieh to rtop tlw hon. gentleman, but I 
think ho will aumi1t. that the matter of 
resuming that portion of the park came 
under the ctdministration of the Department 
,_J[ Public In . .:;,truction. So far as I know, 
the Dcpa.rtment of Public l.>~orks h 1s nothing 
to rlo with it except to erect the building. 

Mr. KI:\"G: I will not transgTec•;. 
The CH},IRM.'I.X: Tlv hon. member can 

di,cnss that mat tC'r on the resolutions when 
they cornc up, if he \Yishe:;;. 

:\It·. KI:'--rG: I am simpl:- discussing the 
nudtPr because it uri.:'ic, on tho report of tho 
Undcc· Secrctarv for \Yorks. but I will not 
pursu-e the nlb{<'ct any further. Further on 
in the n_\port I notic~ that certain remarks 
are n~ J.{JJ? .'bout" the 0rection of new schools to 
th~ mnnber of twenty-one. and that additions 
have been made to twentv-six other schools. 
1 am very glad to see th-at. I am grateful 
to tha Minister for certain repe,irs made to 
schooh in my electorate. I do not want to 

[Mr. I1 err. 

be accused of working the parish pump, but 
I would like to express m:,· gratification and 
the gratil1cation of my electors for the work 
done at the DmLilan school. \Ye had some 
1noney spent thert', but it w·as needed. We 
also >Yant further additional exnendituro in 
c'lnnection with other schools. f would like 
to draw the attention of the Minister to the 
Coorparoo school. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBT.IC \VORKS: I am 
listening a!! the timo. 

Mr. KING: The hon. gentleman was not 
listening to the nice things that I was saying 
about my gratification and th" gratification 
<A the people generally in cnnnection with 
the improvements to the Dunellan school. 
I want the hon. gentleman lo go on with 
that good work and let us have some addi
tions. The Coorparoo school badly needs 
f'uch additions. The accommodation is too 
li ttlc and out of proportion altogether to the 
re-quirement·,. If the l\linister wants to m'lke 
a name f<H himself. he can :;et bnsv and let 
us ha Ye eome n1onev out there for· i1nprove· 
nwnts. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 

l\Ir. KI::\G: There is another school I 
should like to mention-one that i., in my 
electorate-the Junction Park school. It is 
a curious thing that just before the last 
State elections the Junction Park pe<>ple were 
~:erv anxious io have some fencing done and 
cou1d not secnre attention to it. At L.st they 
&aid that, if the:. were supplied with the 
m,,terial, they would do the work. The 
material was supplied and they prepared to 
se;t about the >York, but just h,efo1·e the 
(•iections they received a letter saying that 
1he fencing would be carried out at the 
expense of the Government, which was done. 
l think that that actiOn was ver0~ cons1dente 
in mv interests. becanee it helped mP to t;et 
a. few vote· I dc;;ire to press the claims of 
1he Junction Park school. where the accom· 
modation is wofullv lacking. It is the centre 
of a big district, :md rhc accommodation is 
allogethcr insufficient for the ckmands made 
upon the school. 

Heo-ardino- the application which has been 
mad; for a.n new school at Sandy Creek and 
which was passed bv the Department of 
Public Instruction. the applicatioil being
>ent on to the \Vork' Department for appro
,·nl and f~r them lo find the money, this 
~iYUfo) turned dDIYn. ?,nd the rc::t~on giycn was 
that accommodat:on could b0 found in tho 
nJ11oinino schoolP. 'rhe only adjoining schools 
arC Duncllan and Junction Park. aud thcso 
~,Jwols <::.ro taxed to thclr utn1 )~t 1.nd C'annot 
i d~c an fndhcr ~tndonl:-. I ask the }Iini.stcr 
to take these things int 1J considci·atiou. El:nd 
to take n, nwrc generous \-ie\Y of the posr:1on 
rwd .eo tlmt that c,chool at Sa:JLh- Creek 
~,,·hirh w0 haYr n.s1.:od for so lo11g .,,·ill rc..:cive 
furthPr and n1.oro faYonrablo con,id('ratic~1-

Going fnrthrr into, the .rcpc;rt. it 1; -· .. tis
f;tctorv lo note that n1atcrnny \Yar-:1, nre 
rllC.tlti ~}ncd. ThP report says-

".-\_ feature of t,hc Ucpartn1cnt'~ opn'~"a
tion.-:; during the past y(~ar W''3 the cr!ll

strurtion of a large rnunhcr of nutfcrnlty 
wards at connlrv ho:3piinl5, in pur·uance 
of the GoYernnJcnt's policy of pro,:iding 
this rnuch-rcqnired ,:_;:;si ~tance t~ 1·:.--:-:tdr·ntR 
of cDuntry di~tricts throu,dwnt the 
State." 

'That is ouitr~ satisfactor!'. So far ,1::; n-;:ltcr
niiy \Yards and baby clinics are corH't;rnPd, 
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thc~t~ n:;tttrr~ v,ill ,t all iinw& rt'c~:i\·e thP 
hearty t n-operatiutl ot hon. rncn1bPl'S on this 
8i(;,~ nf the HDu~c'. 

Hon. J. (;. APrr:L: Hear, hea": 

note that 
prepared 

for IP<tt•'l11Jt\ "nul ,u tlurh -Exc hospital:;; 
and tJw; ~~w lnajorit_v- of th~sl~ are nc:-w iu 
cotn . .;c < f f'J.l'niou; al..;o that thp-- aro being 
buih to n standard dc.:-i'gn for nin('-
bed ;-,:;-d \\-aHh. rPadi]y admitting· of 
fnrilwr \Yith l'egard to baby 
clinic ... \YC find that tht"S.P a re being erected 
in ,eYen diffrrPnt principal c,_~ntrcs of tho 
Stnt\. A sati -L1 fPaturc is that in the 
head rentn'. \Y!1ich being C'"ltablishPd at 
Fortitud(• Yallt"~. pl'OYi:--ion is also being 
rnade f<1r the training of nurse" to take 
charg0 of oth0r C'Jinics in the State. The~P 
are ;nattel·'. I think. \\"hicb will be viewed 
with a grc-"at dPal of :::ati~faction by ho11. 
n1Pn1bers on both side~ of the House. 

There is one further matter that I wish to 
rder to before resuming my seat. :tnd which 
io also mentioned in the report. That is in 
cn"n0ction 1vith electric light undertakings. 
I noticn that the' Government have granted 
n flOod number of Orders in Council to local 
v.ntho:titir ~~ ~n ronncri ion with elect rir light 
undertakings, and l'(·ferencc is also n1ade in 
rhe report to the assi-tance given by the 
Electrical Engineer of the clepartrrlt~nt, wllich 
a~si:::tnnce has b0ea fr0cly a Yailcd of. As one 
, .. ,ho is roncC'rned in a lord authorit:.- to vv:~ich 
~n Orclf'r in C'ou1~ril 1Yas granted ~uHl which 
has a,·niled jt ,,rlf of the spn-iccs and a~sist
aDce of 1.~1 d('nariniPnt's Electrical E:1ginecr 
-I am rder·ri~g; to :Mr. l~r0er-I should like 
10 Pxprc :~ to tht' }_lin}gtcr the appr( 'iation 
of the roorparoo people in allowing- ""Ir. 
Grecr tn £:'iYe his se-rvices in this :rnattcr. 
1\ir. Crec-r c ha·,; been excecdiegl_v go,1rl. not 
only in thi:" 1)arl-icnlar undertaking bv the 
Coorpnron ~hire Coun('iL bnt gen0r·,1li:'>· in 
coJJncction with the undertakings which haYe 
b<'on carric·cl out by the .Joint :\Ictwpolitan 
Elcctricrd Antl-:orit,,~. rornprising a numhrr 
of metropolitan local anthoritice. :VIr. 
Gree.r's :-:Prvicei3 have been cxtensivelv avpj]ed 
of, and he has been exceedingly ,;seful. I 
am quit<' sun that the component bodies 
making up this Joint Metropolitan Electrical 
Authority ar0 Yery gratC'ful nud appreciato 
Pis Bf'rYiC'es. 

J again desire to pres• upon the :\-Iinister 
the nrgcnt neccs6it:v of effecting c0rtain 
improY ments in the Coorparoo and J Lmction 
I'ark school; and of proYicling e. new school 
at Sanely Creek 

:Mr. G. P. BAR::';'ES (Waru:ick): In read
ing the report, one must be struck with the 
prominence gi,·c'n to irnprDvcments in "\YOr~s 
in the cih. There is no lack of work m 
connection' with the construction of buildings 
m the cit:·. These things meet the eye pretty 
well at C\·ery turn. I suppose it is right 
that the city should enjoy a. very considerable 

PXponditure over and above the 
[9.30 p.m.] expenditure in country districts; 

but r he country people are con
e;tantly complaining: that tlw great bulk of 
Government expcndi tu re is taking place in 
and .,roljnd the larger centres of population 
while to some extent the country districts are 
being neglected. I can assure the Minister 
that there is a good deal of dissati'sfaction 
in the country arising from this fact. In 
making comparisons, they say, "You fail to 
get this, that. and the other thing done in 
your centre, while on every hand in Brisbane 

l:uge building . ..; arP t-"l'C'CICLl at Govern-
Iuent t•.::.::pense." in speaking is to 
point out that thL~ Grn-ernnlent :rnay, l.vith 
aclyanta!.!·c. direct t.tten:::ion to the n1anv nC'ce5-
sarv b~ilding:S required in the cuu;1try. I 
an1~ not far \Yrong wlwn I ~a;- that for f®ur 
~r ,n·s in :-:uccc:::-.':'ion I ha Ye had to advocate 
the C'Dnstrnction of build-ing·s in n1y O\Y!l 

('ll1ctorate, and I have failed hcl'etoforc. 
\\'hibt sympathetic con·idPration may have 
been givc:o to the matter. yet the works have 
not Lccn carried out, Again and again I 
ha vc referred to the ncccosih· for the erection 
of a teacher's rc:;:idence at ~Jaunt Gordon, a 
settlement a fuy miles out of \Yarwick. It 
is a Yi'l'Y nice school ancl vcc!l equipped, but 
there is no teacher's re,idencc, and the 
tcaclwr has to jog in and out to the school 
cYcrv dav of his life. In the interests of the 
distl:ict ;tself and in the interests of the 
presen·ation of tho echool, it seems to me that 
a teacher's rr side nee should be adjacent to 
the ·'chool. l hope the :\linister will once 
more make a note of the fact that agar"n a. 
l"equest has been made for a teacher's resi
dence at :\Iount Gm·don. Then from the 
J.Iarvvale centre of lllY electorate there COlTIC.S 

a request also for a· teacher's residence. I 
ha,-e not been 011 the doormat in connection 
>cith that mattc'r to the same extent as in 
regal·c! to :\Iount Gm·don, but the residents 
are very prc;;;sing in that in1portant matter. 
It is an important matter to the people of 
the rlistrict. I am sure that, if the Sccretar:r 
for Public Instruction were her<>, he would 
be able to confhm m:v statenwnt that again 
and .again for ~eYcral years the department 
has been pressed to supply a very much 
nc.'clecl want in connection ;yith additions to 
the \Yarwick Hic;h School and Technical Col-
10;:;-e. E,·cryone is aware that scarcely in 
any place in Queensland hac education made 
the ~tri.des that it has done in \Varwick. 
\\'bile a YCl')' finP example was set in the 
ftrst jn~tancP bY the Government in the erec
tion of the high school and technical college 
a \\' anYick. in the la -t few years they have 
been altog-ether lwhind others who havo done 
rliH1ngnishcd \York in connection \Yith educa
tion. The Yarion~ co1leges at \Varwick are 
expanding, and the people arc showing a 
re 'ponsive 8pirit which is a very fine example 
to the GovcrnnH'nt. I an1 c:x.treme1T" anxious 
that the Gowrnnwnt should not kee)) behind, 
but shol!ld be rip:ht to the front and make 
p,·ery provi~ion which may be requisite for 
the pupils of the high school and technical 
colleg·e at \\';·nYick. I hope the Minister 
will give attention to this matter. 

Another matter I '"ish to refer to is the 
painting of buildings. I notice that quite 
a small sum-about £30,000-is pnt drnvn 
for that purpose, being the same amount as 
was provided last year. It is pitiable to see 
buildings going- to decay just for the want 
of painting. The old Technical College and 
IIigh Schoc-1 .•t \Varwick. now used as a 
GoYernm .'nt building, is a disgTr:tCt? in that 
respect. H is not a very old building, but 
it ic, practically in a state of decay through 
want of painting. 

I was Yery pleased to see the photograph 
of the very fine college that has been opened 
below the Range. I wish to take the oppor
tunity of mentioning that there has lately 
been discovered adjacent to \Varwick an 
c·ctrrmely fine marhlP deposit. Bores have 
been put down with good results. 

The SEcRETARY FOR Punuo "WoRKS: What 
kind of stone is it? 

lf.ir. G. P. Barnes.] 
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::\lr. G. P. BAR:\"ES: It is white marble. 
Bormgs ha Ye shown that there are 150 feet 
of solid marble. I only mention this with 
the new that we may be able to introduce 
the U'O of marbk in connection with our 
buildings. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC WORKS : We use 
quite a lot of L'lam marble now. 

Mr. G. P. BARKES: I am glad to hear 
that. which only adds to the importance of 
what I am pointing out to the Minister. 
~ hope the hon. gentleman will cause some 
mqmry to be made in regard to this matter. 
There may be deposits of a. like nature not 
very far from the same locality. At any 
rate, a find of great importance has been 
made. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Is it 
all white? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: It is white marble. 
A_t any rate, it is one that seems to be very 
h1ghly prized. It is fairly convenient to the 
railway line, and possibly when other rail
ways are built some day it may be still more 
convenient. I hope that the department 
will give some consideration to the matter of 
using this material in connection with public 
works. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I 
would like to ask the Minister one or two 
more questions. I notice that the discussion 
has gone along the lines of the needs of 
various districts, and I should be wanting 
in my duty to my district-! am referring 
more particularly to \Yynnum South-if I 
did not remind the Minister that the district 
is growing. very quickly, and that the 
accommodabon at Wvnnum South school
more particularly the "land-is very meagre. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS : \V as 
there not a new school built at Wynnum 
about two years ago? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Not at Wynnum 
South-additions were made to the pr0-ent 
schools. I am not advocating now a. new 
school-what I am advooating i' an increased 
area of land. It is perfectly certain that, 
unless there is an increase in the area of 
the land and something is done to give the 
children more room-it is really a matter of 
economy-the department will find itself 
before very long under the necessity of look
ing for new territory somewhere else. About 
twelve months ago land could be purchased 
for about half the price at which it is offered 
to-day, and I ask the Minister to give some 
assurance to-night that this matter will be 
arranged. I want to assure him that an 

-extension of room is necessarv from the st&nc:l
point of the children, but "the point which 
I wish particularlY to impress upon him is 
the loss that will come upon the department 
unle 3S something is done soon. 

The SECRETARY FOF. PcBLIC \YoRKS: All th8 
facts will receive full consideration. 

HoN. vY. H. BARNF:S: There is another 
matter to which I >Yish to draw attention. 
I notice in the Estimates that the amount 
required for railwav fare' and freig·hts. print
ing, stationery. etc., •vas £2.000 last Year 
and this year only £1.350 i> requirecC 1 
assume that the .,-hole amount 0f the vote 
was not spent last year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: The 
amount we have set down this vear is about 
equal to the ,amount spent last }·oar. 

[Mr. G. P. Banws. 

Ho:-;. W. H. BARXES : I am verv much 
obliged for the inforlllation. I thought pos
sibly l.hat \\ cu;cl lH' thL' cxpl(_u1ation. Thl·ro 
are one or iwo other lnattcrs I \rou1d like 
to l11Clltion, althou.'Ih I do net kno'. · whether 
I shall be in order 1n di~cu···ing thell1 on thid 
vote. 1\sstuning that I am. I would like to 
draw the attention of the Committ r to a 
paragraph in the report 0£ Lady ln:-;pcctor 
Mrs. E. E. Funnolle. of BrisbanP. to be 
found on page 36 of the report of the Dire'> 
!or of Labour-

'· One thino· more I -hould bP vPrY ~lad 
to see altcred-thc_;t i;, young girlS f~on1 
eighteen years of nge haYe still to -work 
until 11 p.m. Some of them. liYing a 
long di<::tancp fron1 the city, have to 
catch cars and trains after that tirrtc. 
In my opinion the late night work for 
girls sho11ld be done away with 
altogether." 

The inspector is dealing >vith work in hotels. 
clubs, cafes. and boarding-houses, and I 
endorse her remarks most heartilv. I think 
that she has done signal serYice In bringing 
the matter under our notice. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC VVORKS : The 
matter was before the Arbitration Court last 
week. 

Hox. W. H. BAR~ES: I was not aware 
of that. I am putting the matter forward 
here from the standpoint of the general good. 
It is unfair that girls should be employed 
anywhere at that hour of the night. and I 
hope the Minister "·ill look into the matter 
and sec that some relief is given. \Ye have 
no right to keep girls out to that hour, par
ticularlY since these arc davs when we are 
out to 'improve the hours of >York. 

'There is another paragraph in the report 
bv Mrs. l\1. Charlton, of the Female Labour 
Exchange. on the same page. to which I want 
to refer. Dealing with female labour gener
ally, she says-

" The cry is for domestic help in good 
homes. where the highest wages are paid 
and the best conditions e"ist. but still 
the help is not available. While on this 
subject I \Yould like to call attention to 
the supposed domestics who are being 
sent out to Australia. \Yhen interviewed 
at this office, they calmly say they cannot 
do domestic work, and some go as far 
as to sav thev have no intention to try 
-they have 'been clerks. typists, shop 
assistants. and do not want housework. 
When asked >vhy they had signed on 
their paper'' that they w<'re willing to 
do domestic "·ark. thev sav thev did so 
for the trip to Anstralia: These new 
arri,·als h:-n-e not the remotest idea of 
what a domesticated lady help is." 

1 know that Mrs. Charlton 1s a very 
excellent officer. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC WoRKS: That is 
so. 

Hox. IY. H. B.\RXF:S: ShP realises what 
is a real difficult:. in man,· homes. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \YORKS: 'rhat 
shows great !axite at Au"tralia Houcu. 

Hox. \V. H. B~-\RXF:S: It is pretl v well 
kuo\Yn that for ::orr1e rcnson or other~ there 
i.s a general aversion on the nart of females 
to going into don1estic servicC. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: That is 
so. 
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HoN. \Y. H. BAR~ES: Reccnth· there 
"\YD-S an inquiry in the old country aS to the 
n·a,ons for that. 

The SECRETARY fOR P r·BLIC \YORKS : It is 
due to prctt_, well knmnr causes. In past 
_years girls £>ngaged in dorr1estic serYice were 
treated as little better than slaves. 

Ho;:;. W. H. BAR::'\ES: The Minister is 
dra \Ying a Ycry long bow. \\'hen he says 
that the girls were treated as slaves, I resent 
ir. The Minister is making a mistake. 
To-day many families in the community are 
getting into small quarters. From the point 
of view of child life particularly that is most 
Uiosatisfactory, and anything that can be 
done to help give sufficient accommodation 
ir• the homo and in other r<>pccts is g·oing 
to be Yery helpful to the life of our people 
of Queensland. If you are going to strike 
at the foundation of lhe home. you are going 
to d? something :vhich is going to be to _the 

-ddnment of the mterests of the commumty. 
i\Ir. \Yalsh. in putting in this report, has 
done a distinct service to the communit,y. 
I have no sympathy with the employer or 
his wife who does not treat his domestic 
sprvant as she has a right to be treated. \Ve 
should sec that the women comin~ from the 
old eountrY are certainlv aot u~fitted for 
that work," and that they arc not sent out 
here under a misapprehension. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: I think 
Mrs. Charlton put the matter very mildly. 

H?N· vV. H. BARXES: Probably the 
M1mster has had a conference with Mrs. 

·Charlton.. I am taking the paragraph as it 
appears m the report. The finding of suffi
cient help .for the home is a big question, 
as the Mmister may probably agree. It is a 
·questiOn that must be faced in Queensland. 

The SITCRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: It is a 
very difficult f)Ue<tion. 

HoN. W. H. BAR="ES: I admit that. 
The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC vVORKS: The 

girls prefer to work in fac-tories or ~hops. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I realise that they 
are free agents, an? cannot be compelled to 
ta~e up any particular occupation. Any
thmg: ~hat can be do!'e in the way of making 
~onditiOns more satisfactory will be in the 
wterests of Queensland generally. 

:\1r. CLAYTON _(Wide Bay): I would like 
to deal mor() p_articularly with the question 
of school. bmldmgs. I think I have in my 
electorate more schools than can be found in 
any other electorate, and it is necessarv for 
me, on many occasions, to approach the 
department with the object of having more 
schools erected to serve the needs of the chil
-dren living in the country districts. Pro· 
vision for the education of the children of 
the country is not as it should be. The hon. 
member for Enoggera said that he was 
opposed to the construction of schools out of 
loan money. If th., Government cannot sec 
their way to construct schools out of reyenuo. 
then I do not want to see this Government. 
or any Government, deprive the children of 
the country of schools because they are unable 
to build the schools out of revenue. Any 
n:;on.ey C'xpe:rded from the Loan Fund to pro
nde educatwn for clnldren in the countrv is 
money which will be for the benefit·of Queens
land as a whole. l am going to be more 
modest in my remarks than the hon. member 
for \0\'arwick. He advocated the building of 
residences in conner1 ion with State schools. 
The difficulty that I have experienced is to 
secure the erection of the necessary schools 

in rnv electorate and if I ask for residences 
to b,; attached to some of those schools, prob
ably children in other parts of the cloctorato 
will lun·c to suffer thereby. Although I 
quite sec the neerl for residences being 
attached to schools, I do not want to worry 
thP department to any £\Teat extent in that 
connection: as n1y desire is to got schools 
erected first. In n1any instance~; we can find 
the necessary acconJmodation for ieachers a11d 
thus obviate the construction of residences. 
On several occasjons the people in variou:; 
centres of my electorate, after having had 
their re(juests for schools turned down from 
lack of funds, haYC accommodated their chil
dren for the purpose of educ.1tion in public 
halls. At Widgee and ::V1anumbar public halts 
have been erected for the education of the 
children. \Vhen funds are a vailablo, I hope 
that the Minister will take into consideration 
the necessity of erecting schools in those two 
centres. It is very hard on a member when 
he has to put in so much time in making so 
many calls on the various departments in 
order to secure ··chool accommodation for the 
children. I am going to refer now to the 
Becnam Rang·e school, Cedar Pocket, near 
G,vrnpie. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl"BLIC "WORKS: That 
school has been approved of. 

Thir. CLAYTON: Before that part of my 
electorate was excluded from the electorate 
of the hon. member for Cooroora, that gentle
man had been moving in the matter of this 
school. The committee informed me that in 
1922 lhe Department of Public Instruction 
stated that they had approved of the school, 
and it remained with the Department of 
Public Works to find the funds to enable its 
construction to be proceeded with. It was 
onlv to-dav that I heard from the Minister 
that its construction had been approved of. 
One has only to look at the time entailed 
through a member having to visit the depart
ment to try and secure approval of its con
struction. The same remarks apply lo the 
Dagun school, on lhe Mary Valley line, 
That has also been a considerable worry to 
the hon. member for Cooroora, and I have 
had to visit the Department of Public Instruc
tion continually to try and persuade the 
Minister to get the \Vorks Department to 
build the school. I was glad to hear from 
the :Yiinister to-dav that that school has also 
been approved of. I want to thank the 
Minister for approying of those schools, and 
I also want to tell the hon. members on this 
and the other side that, if they are as 
insistent as I have been in calling on the 
department in connection with these matters, 
they may be more succc,ssful in having their 
requests acceded to. 

The SECRETARY FOR P(IBLIC \VORKS: I hope 
that you arc not using that as a threat. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr·. CLAYTON: I wish lo touch on 
the Elambah school, now L:"pper Cinnabar. 
The size of this school is 21 by 14, and it is 
built on low blocks. Ko doubt hon. members 
representing country constituencies know the 
t:~·pe. It cost £414 17s. 6d. I venture to 
11v that, had tenders been called for that 
ed10ol, it would have been Prectcd for some
where about £300. I ,,·as at the opening of 
the· school. and a contractor present told 
me that he 'vas prepared to build 100 schools 
nf n f-·imilar rttTll'P for ihe Depart1nent of 
Pn blic \Yorb at less than £300 for Pach 
school. If the Minister would look into these 
matters. he 'vould be able to effect a grear. 

Mr. Clayton.] · 
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sav1ng-. lll'C.:'U"-C therP are rr1any men pre
lHU't'd T'1 ltll'lcrt:.l~\:':' the crec1iou of rrw~c 
F.rhcols nt :1 nnwl1 lc213€'r price than the 
Govcrnrnc~nt arc at prc~~cnt paying. 

H.cp:arcling thi~ <.;chool. thP soldl0r who 
o"'Ynf'd ti " proprrt_y npon which it vvas built 
maclo a ;riit <' the land to the •.1opartr,,ent. 
""'\7V"'']1cn the -school ·v:as erect\:..d be natura11v 
looked io the d•'partmcnt to erect a fence 
aroand it bc<:am<' the children attending that 
school had to ride long di~h1nccs and had to 
leave thclr poniC'··· or hor~cs on his land. 
I ln<1 to apJ:roach the dep<trtrnent many 
t.inH's with regard to th£~ erection of this 
fcnc0. At, length the owncr of the land 
bPC"J.me o d<'SJWrotC' that lw threatened to 
impound the ponies belonging to the clnid1·en. 
This meant that the children could not 
atte-nd srhcDl because there was no accom
modati\.m for their pDnie". EYcntua11y I 1vas 
succc;eful in securing the approval of the 
department for the erection of the fence. 
I understand that the cost will be £56. I 
feel wre that I cculd get the work done for 
half that a monnt if tlw c<:>ntract \Ye re ]Pt 
nut to ~oldicr settlers in thP district. If 
"'eh action wer0 aclnntecl bv the department 
and thev a1JmvpcJ th0se soldier sett~ers tn 
narticip~te in this typ0 of work. they would 
be mort' popular than they are at present. 

I wish to refer to anothPr school in mv 
electorate. the ::lhrtk CrePk schooL I have 
<'vidence of <:hild.ren fainting- there, also of 
the tc-ac>hrr fninting owing to the excc€siye 
heat. 1 have apnroaclwd tho Department 
of Puhlir Instruction and thev have sent a 
rectnest to tlw Department of ·Public \Yorks 
thctt a verandah should he attached to the 
ochc,ol. 'Cnfortnnatel:>' that rcctnPst was 
turned down \Yith the cxc'trsc that t,hcv "ould 
not expPold anv mon0y on the school. Short]:>· 
efter\\'ads I hacl a IC'tln saying that per· 
mission had hN n granted to improYP the 
nlavshcd at the x.•wtOWll Statp i'k·hooL 
Mai·vborough. That is th0 eort of treatment 
mctC..:! out to tl1c people in thP country. 
Thi., nr·ce~sar"V improYcmrnt to a rountr~ 
school is tnrn.cd do,Yn while a pla:-·shed is 
being adder! to a school in a town centre. 
1 ,uppose thos<' are the conditions that Wf' 

might exprct from 'urh a Government as 
-the one at pr0sent in c.ffice. 

T undershnd that. bv arrangPmt'nt. this 
debate is to be concluded at 10 o'clock, so 
I will continue n1y ren1arks to-morr<n'l'. 

At 10 p.m .. 
The CHAIRMAX: Bv agreement. and 

under the provisions of Standing Order Xo. 
307, I shall now leave the chair and n:1ke 
my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAJR:>.IA,; reportc;d progress. 

The resumption of the Committee was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrpw. 

JAPA::\ESE EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 
FUNDS BILL. 

INITIATION 1!-i CmD!ITTEE. 

(Mr. Kirrran, Brisbane, in the chair.\ 

The S"B;CRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) : I beg- to 
move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to provide for the proper 
control and disposal of. fumh raised 

[Mr. Clayton. 

towards the relief of the lamcntalJle dis
tress rc':-.ultills.t frorn the recent earth
quake disash_'l~ in Japan." 

Briefly the i·dra io io mftke provision for 
the proper cmotrol of the money collected in 
nid of the pcrwns Huffering from this disaster. 
\ Bill t>xactly si1nilar to this \vas pa~sed 

d('aling with the fnnd:-- col1cctod in connection 
with the ;vJount :!.Iulligan disaster. H makes 
proYisio1l for the aiJpo:intmcnt of trustees. 
T'10re ;s a. cmnmittco already (~stab1ished,_ 
and I nuderstand that c•)mmittce will carrv 
oF the work. All funds collcctcxl and goods 
in kind will go through that commitve, and 
rho funds \'.ill Le subject to audit by the 
Auditor-GeneraL The Commonwealth Go
,-(,rlln1cnt have already sent a 1argc shipment' 
of goods, drugs, etc., to Japan. 

l\1r. KERR: Did they take any from Bris
bane? 

The SECRETARY FOR l'GBLIC LAKDS: 
::\o Tho l'rimc :Minister has informed the 
Government that the shipment cost £127,000. 
The Commonwealth Government granted 
£50,000, Queensland has granted £10,000, and 
South Anstralia £5.000. The other States 
h"d not made any grant when the Common
wealth Prime :VlilJister wrote, but they have 
inaugurated Lord l\layor funds in the capital 
.-.ities. At anv rate. the " Australmount ~' 
r>as taken these goods, and the money col
lected will, I understand. go towards paying 
fur the largo amount of stuff which has 
already been senL It is a gord idea, and I 
think we can all agrc" that aid sent ~peedily 
is the best in the long run. If we wait till 
we collect the money before seudinq- goods 
a £tcod clc<d ( f the 1~1ic:.crv atteudant on 
thi; ten·ibl(' 1i- 'J.;te:· >.,·ill b~~ on~r. and the 
~uffercr wi!J haYc pa.,.sccl beyond l1urnun aid. 
The Commom., ea lth r,;oyernmcnt have sent a 
d.'pment of goods a way. and, while we would 
ha V(' liked to despatch our O\Yll n1anuf.1.ctured 
goods at the same timC', ;till [ think we can 
all agree that the best thing was done in 
sending away a ship forthwith \\ ith the 
nc·cessary commodities. I do not thin]j: that 
"nything more need be said on the matter. 
lt i;; probably nor necessary io pass a Bill, 
but it has been found a good thing to have, 
the control of the funds under one body and 
to have the account" audited by the Auditor
GeneraL 

l\Ir. TAYLOR (Windsor): I am sure that 
the proposed measure of which the ;vEnister 
has giYcn notice will have the support of 
hon. mrornbcrs on thi .. side. because I cer
tainly think it is very desirable that such a 
Hill should be pa83ed. 

HoxOL'RABL£ :IIE:-lBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Qm ,tion put and passed. 

The Hou'e resumed. 

The CHAIHMA~: reported that the Committee 
hod come to a resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READIXG. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. :\1cCormack, Cairns) presenLe.d the 
Bill, and moved-

" 'l'hat the Bill be now read a first 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

The 'ecocod reading of the Bill was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 10.8 p.m. 




