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Questions. [26 SEPTE~IBER.] Questions. I2G7 

WEDNESDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. ·w. Bertram, Jiaree) 
"i:ook the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

Q"CESTIO::'-iS. 

CosT oF '\t:w IPswrcu RArLW.\Y STATim;. 

:\fr. GLEDS02'\ (lJ1S1cich) ashtl the Secre­
tary for Raih,-a.vs-

" 1. \Vhat is the total cost of prepara­
tions for the new Ipswid1 Railway 
Station. including resumptions, retaining 
v:·allo, platforms, sub\'. ays, etc.? 

"2. \Vhat is the total annual estimated 
los~ through delay, inconvenienc(', etc., 
caused through the hanging up of traffic, 
good~, and passengers on account of the 
out-of-date station arrangements at pre­
sent in Ipswich? 

·' 3. \Yhat is the estimated cost to com­
plete the new station buildings at 
Ipswich' 

" 4. ·will he sta to when it is proposed 
to complete the buildings and use the 
new station?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL\VAYS 
;Hon. J. Larcornbc, K cppel) replied-

.. 1. £160,530. 
'' 2. Xo Pstimate obtainable. The de­

lay due to existing arrange1ncnts is con1~ 
paratively small." 

., 3. £63,000. 
"4. No monev is providod on the Esti­

mates for the present financial vear but 
the. work will probably be c'Ompleted 
durmg th0 currency of the next financial 
year." · 

CIRCVLAR OF QUEEXSLAND EGG BOARD IX RE 
GRADIXG OF EGGS. 

:i\Ir. ;\IOORE (A.ubiuny) asked the SeCl·e­
tary for Agriculture-

,, 1. Has he seen the circular issued by 
the Queensland Egg Board-r-elating to 
thP grading of eggs-which came into 
force on 1st September? 

"2. Has he particularlv noticed the 
paragraph referring to coiintry egg pro­
cluc"rs 1·e conforming to a standard set 
out'? 

" 3. ·why is it that country suppliers 
a re told that their eggs are not graded? 

'' 4. \Vh'· arc city eg·g producers paid 
1s ld. per dozen first grade, and paid 
weekly? 

" 5. 'vVh~· are country egg producers 
told that they will be paid monthly, at 
the rate of 9d. per dozen? 

" 6. Is tho Egg Board selling to agents 
at their own offer·, 

" 7. Should not country and city egg 
rroducers l.w paid at the same rate and 
at the same periods for eggs of similar 
quaJity and grade?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda), 
in the absence of the Secretary for Agricul­
ture (Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacharn), replied-

" No; but inquiry will be made of the 
QuePr"lapd Egg Board." 

PROTEST OF Cr:xTRAL Qu:ExSL.\SD DISTRICT 
CocKCIL OF AGRICcLTURE AGAIXST PRO· 
HIBITIOX OF RATOON COTTOX. 

Mr. CORSER (1Jur111 tt) asked tho Chief 
Secretary-

" 1. Has his attention been dra\Yll to 
the following resolution recently passed 
at a speC'ial 1nccting of tlw Central 
Queensland District Council of Agricnl· 
ture :-

That this District Uouncil place on 
record its protest again~t thl' dccif-ion 
of ihe UoYcrnment to legislate against 
the raiooning of cotton undPr " ~:.-ste· 
matic method, as ''"" hold th•J .-iew that 
the dc>mand for snch legislation is by 
re~tric~ed interest:', and i,:;:: not con· 
ducive 1o the cxpun~ion of an iHdustr:y 
which .. given systcrr1a.tic admiui>:itratioll, 
gi\"L'S. pro111i~e of bcrmning nutgnified by 
its Empire importance, and this StR!e's 
greatest asset, primary and scconch1.ry, 
and, incidentally, to develop our \'~ast 
areas of scrub lands, and alsa thosP 
partially productiYe a.nd yirgin lands 
now awaiting clost'r settlement. 

Further, this Council, from close 
obserYation of the facts leading up to 
thi~ decision, and having regard to the 
report of the l'C'l1l'PSC'ntatives attending 
the conference on 15ih Augmt, embrac­
ing conlnlCPts on the conduct of thf~ 
JYiinister for Agriculture and DirPctor 
of the Council of Agriculture thereat, 
is of opinion that a Hoyal (.~ommission 
of Inquiry is desirable. 

Tn h1rthera.nce of its efforts to giyc 
effect to such desire, thiB unit of the 
Council of Agriculture rf•qucots the 
Premier (:vir. Thcodore) to appoint a 
Hoyal Commission of Inquiry. repre­
sentative of the (loYernment and the 
farmers, with wide power to call and 
analyse all evidence for and against the 
ratoon problem, previous to introducing 
an anti-raioon legislation. 

Comequent upon the pa-ssage of the 
foregoing resolutions, thio District 
Council strongly eupports the sending 
of a rcprcsentatiYc ovcrsea, cnrrying­
samph's of Queensland ratoon cotton. 
\Yith the object of approaching the 
markets lo tc,,i the markPting- pcssi­
bilitiec of this particular claso of cotton, 
this being considered very ne cos-, ary in 
the interests of the growerB. 'l'ho,t the 
GoYernment be asked to assist the 
District Council in its dctern1ination 
b:v subsidising the project to the extent 
of £1 for £1. Tha.t the heartv co­
opomtion of the Council of Agriculture 
be sought in having the rnatrer wit ably 
referred to the Government and to 
strenuou«:1y assi~t in having df('ct given 
thereto. That the assiotanco of the 
District Councils of the cot.ion-growing 
districts be also solicited in this a!ld 
the prc,.:eding resolutions'! 

" 2. I-Ias such resolution 
received by the Government; 
what action is being taken 
to it? " 

yet been 
and, if so, 
in regard 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns), in the absence 
of the Premier (Hon. K G. Theodore), 
Chillagoe), replied-

" 1. No. 
"2. No." 
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REPORT OF Co:Hnssro~ER FOR Tn.mE. 
Mr. KELSO ITundah). without notice, 

;;sk .. d the Sccn•tar,· for Public \Vorks-
" Will ho inform the HouBc when the 

report uf tlw Conunis:-ioncr for Trade 
will be to l>lod? '' 

The SECRETARY FOH. Fl;BLIC WORKS 
(Hon. \V. F0rgon Smith, Jiackuy) repliocl-

" I will infmm the hon. gentleman. 
The rq10rt ·,•. ill be tabled at the time 
proYickd l>:· 'ta l11tc.'' 

(Laughter.) 

VrBn OF J\!EMBERS m l'ARLTDrE;.;T TO l)Awso~ 
'IALLEY A~D l'rrEn BcR~ETT LA,ns. 

Mr. G. P. BARKES (H'ancick), without 
notice, asked the Srco-ctary for Public 
Lands-

" \Vill the c;on•rnment consi·1cr the 
adYisabh•npss of rnaking arrangcnwnts 
such as will afford the members of this 
House an opportunity to Yisit Dawson 
Valley, so as to he informed first hand, 
investigate, and inquire into tho scherrH~ 
on the spot? If yes., ''ill he ondeaYour 
to arrange for this lo take ;;>lace prior 
to the introduction or passin.:; of ll-'gi0-
1ation? " 

T,he SECH.ETARY FOH PUBLIC L'I.::\DS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairm) replied-

" The whole Dawson &;hen1(~ IYa-s. dis­
cussed !J,· this Hou''' during the hst 
session of ihe last Parliament. Jn view 
of the desire to finish the session bv tho 
end c•f Octol>cr. it would not be des(rablo 
to adjourn the ll<,nst· for the purpos0 of 
proceeding to Yiew thP llawnn \'alley. 
1 an1 prt_'parcd to arrange for a parlia­
rrwntary Yisit to both the Burnc-tt are:c 
a.nd the Dawson \-alJC'v area carlv in the 
ret:ess if hon. rnen1bcr's so desirP.~:, 

HoNOL'RABLE ::\iE':IlBhRS : Hear, hear ! 

PAP EH. 
The following paper was laiu on the ta blc, 

•nd ordered to be prinh•d :-
Regnlution, dated 21~t Scptcmbcc, 1923, 

under the \'n·,cat Pool Act of 192J. 

JAPAKESE EARTHQUAKE H.ELIEF 
FUKDS BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECH.ETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::\DS 
(Hon. V{. McCormack, Cairns): I b• g to 
move-

" That ihe Hous0 will, at ib next 
sitting, resolve itself into. a Committee 
of the \Vhole i a consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a. Bill to provide for 
the proper control and disposal of funds 
raised towards i he relief of the 1 ament­
a ble distress rc,sulting from :he recent 
earthquake disaster in Japan." 

Question put and passed. 

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY AND 
SEWERAGE ACTS AMEND::.\IIENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. !<'organ Smith, ltllacl.-ay): I beg to 
tnove-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

SCPPLY. 
UESC:\IPTIOx oF Co2\DHTTEE--FIFTH ALLOTTEe 

DAY. 
(Jir. Jliril'lln, JJri,banc, in the ch11ir.) 

HAlLWAYS. 

GE~ERAL ESTABLTS!L\!E~T. 

TJ1e SECRETAH.Y 
(J-Ion. J. J .. a.rcon1bc, 
InOYC-

FOR IL\IL\YAY& 
K c pp1 /) : 1 beg to 

'' That £106,803 be granted for 'Rail­
Yrnys--G-cllcral E::.tablishrnent.' n 

The total appropriation required for ths 
year 1923-24 is £4.846,330. The total csti­
tna ted revenue for the financi a I vear is 
£5,700.000. Tho tota.] appropriation 'for the 
yt ar 1922-23 was £4,738,308, and the cxrcndi­
turo £4,712,362. It will be notccl that the­
expenditure for 1922-23 '""5 therefore £~6.100 
less than for !he prm ious financial ,·car, 
and le·" than t.he appropriation [or Hi22-23 
l>y £24.046. In 1921-22 the expcuditure 
showed a decrease as compared with the 
preYious year of £238,136. I might mention 
tha.t this was the first time for twc;nty year& 
that there had been a decrease in raiJwav 
(}.·penditure over the previous year. rrh~ 
total reduction in the expenditure for the 
past two years has therefore been £334.236. 
'rho appropriati{ln for the year 1923-24 show& 
an increase over the expenditure for 1'322-23 
r,f £132,068. The principal item6 which 
account for this increase are-

Replacing old locomotiyc boilers 
Automatic increases, etc. . .. . 
Extra staff opening new lines .. . 
Extra tin10 for anticipated in~ 

crca~e in traffic . . . . . . . .. 
Relaying, substitution of angle 

for strap fishplates, ballast­
ing. P.\V. material, etc., etc. 

.AdYrrtising Branch-preyjously 
prm·ir!ed for under Trust 
Funds 

·cncmploycd \Yorkcrs' Insurance 

£ 
26,000 
30,000 
18,001} 

27,000 

27,000 

12,700 
6,000 

The total amount exceeds the £132,068, repre­
senting the difference between the appropria­
tion now asked for and the expenditure for 
the previous year, but there are some 
decreases. Hon. members will find in the­
foregoing items the re<tsons for the slight 
increase in expenditure that has been pro­
vided for, as compared with the last financial 
year. 

In the last two years the railway service 
has shown gratifying improvement, and I 
will give a few figures indicating the change& 
that haYe taken place. 

l920·21 
1921-22 
l922-23 

1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 

EARNI~GS. 

ExPEl'<DITURE. 

£ 
5,279,400 
5,154,500 
5,420,400 

£ 
5,048.400 
4,810,300 
4, 714,200 

PERCENTAGE W ORKI~G EXPENSES 
TO EARNI~GS. 

1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 

95.63 
93.32 
86.97 
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:\ET REVEXuE EARXIXGS. 

'920-21 
1921-22 
::.922-23 

£ 
230.900 
344.100 
706,100 

PERCENTAGE OF NET E.\.RXEGS TO 
CAPITAL. 

.:!.920 21 
~921-22 
1922-23 

£ s. d. 

0 9 9 
0 14 2} 
1 7 10 

.MILE\GE OF RAILWAY OPE); l'OR 
TRAFFIC. 

1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 

5,752 
5,799 
5,905 

Hon. \Y. H. R\RKES: Why don't you go 
back to some of the carliel' years·.· 

The SECRETARY FOR R.·\ILWAYS: I 
will go back as far as the hon. n1e1nb(\l' 
desire- if he >Yill restrain his impetnositv. 
This is nlPrPly an in1 roduction to tlio 
exchanges that will probably takr' place 
subsequently bcbYeen the hon. member for 
\Vvmmm aud mvself. The table is not a !ono­
one, but it is ,; very eloquent one. If on~ 
had th,• Ploqncncc of Dcmosthcnes, the force 
of rhatham, ai1cl the logic of John Stuart 
MilL he ,,-ould not be able to ponray the 
Hnrn·oyem<'ni: u1 th(~ position of the Queens­
la.nd raihYa~~;' during thr'. la::-t two year:-3, oYer 
the £lgure~ for th~\ precccling ....-ear:-:;, in a rr1oro 
po\Yerful 111<1lllHT. · 

:Mr. KERH: If WP had the C'onunis-ioncr's 
t'f'port ~\·e :-'houltl not ·want tho~c figure~. 

Tlw SECREL\RY FOH HAIL\YAYS: 
That 1." a 1nost ung-r•n0rous ren1ark. for thi~ 
reason: Before tho Premier y ent Xorth he 
carnc to rnP ,,-Jth n:~pcct to the E:-tinlatt'~, 
and f'D id: "' T!1c Oppo· ition desiru the Esti­
rnatc~ takPll in this order-Agriculhuc, Edn­
·cation. Ra lhYa.;·"· Are yon prepared to go 
on·:'' I :"et id, '· Y0:::, f'Cl'tainl.r.n A:;; a rc;;ult, 
the RalhYa;· E~tirnatc::.: are noyv being intro­
duced bv me. I ha> e discussed with the Com­
mi"ioncr the question of the presentation of 
his report. and he mid that the Go.-crnmcnt 
Printing Office wcrr> engage-d on the Auditor­
General',;__. report. and the Coininissioner 
would not bo able to present his report 
befot·o Tncsday next. Hon. members will SN' 
figures in vm·ious parts of the report which 
I am giYing in stnhstiC'al fonn this after­
noon. lL"' T c1r<;;.il'P to RE'P thcn1 printed in 
"I-Ian . .::anl ., in this manner. Just for the 
pre"Prtt, that is all thP information 1 dcsiro 
t.o give, and I content mYself with formally 
n!OYJ.ng the Yote. ' ~ 

111Ir. TAYLOR (lT"inrlsor): The Minister 
l1as given ns sonic figures regarding the rail­
·ways. ar11l I n lso wish to qnoto son1e figures 
which tlw Committee and the public of 
Qucpnsland shoukl know with regard to our 
railways. In ihc fit·st place, it is gratifying 
to know that there has been ,111 increase of 
thP earning• of the railways, and that the 
retun1 of capital itrcosted has risen from 
13··. Id. per cent, for the year 1918-1919, to 
'27s 1d. per cent. for the vear 1922·1923. It 
is. pleasing to know that quite a lot ol 
thmgs that were said in connection with the 
't-ailway administration during the debate last 

yt•ar and m the previou.; ;~·e'n probably have 
bc•en taken notice of. and thi, improvement 
probably has bc0n the re,;ult. 

I want to draw attention to the interest 
on expenditure for ihe year 1922·1923, which, 
accordin~ to the Treasurer's tables, antounted 
to £2,181,330, The net income on railways 
for the year 1922-1923 wrrs £686,058-cer­
tainlv nearlv twtce as much as for the pre­
vious year.' The actual charge on the 
C'onsolidaie<l Itevcnue Fund for the year 
1922-1923 amounted to £1,495,272. 

I also desire lo draw «tteution to the 
detlcits that i1avc been created since the 
present Cio.-emment ha.-e had charge of the 
railways of Queensland. ..._-\.ccording to the 
Auditor-l:PnNal', report tlw deficits were-

.. 1915-1916 
19161917 
1917-1913 
1911-1919 
1919-1920 
1920-1921 
1921-1922 
1922-1923 

Total for eight years 

£ 
508,244 
737,388 

. 1.028,008 
... 1.421,328 
... 1,229.579 
... 1,739.475 

. 1.743,270 
.. 1,495,272 

£9.902.564" 

I thlnk these figur<'s arc alnrn1in.::,, nobvith­
erandiug the fad that a cousideraLlc amount 
of extra mmtev had to be found in the cost 
prif'c of mnto1:ials to run the railwa:{s, and 
ill paying f'alariP~ and wag·e;;:., At the sa.Ino 
time, \\·h'n we think of the deficit that we 
haYc lo face at the pref'cnt tirnc ou our 
r"ihn,_vs. which ammtnt,.; to £9.902,564, ono 
asks oiH · df thP qneotiou : " \Yhc•u is it going 
tD ~top: I-Iow ]on~· is it going io con-
t;inne ?'' CPl'taiuly the 11osition is 1nost 
alt~l'n1ing. nud it (all;-; for YC'l'\~ dose atten­
t io11 on the part of Parliarr~<-'111 and tho 
UovernmPut in order io rcct.ifv n1aticr;:;; at 
tht:' carlic')t possible rnomcnt. u In dealing 
with the qtw~t.ion of freight , the Treasurer, 
in h1s Bndgct Speech, says-

" The heavy railway losses ln QuecHs­
land compared with t.hP other States 
""'' dir<'ctl:v attributablE' to !he policy of 
continuing the low freight charges. It 
is considPrC'rl h';' dH~ (_~ovcrnmrnt lo bo 
sound policy h; keq1 the freig-hts at a 
lov.- lc\·cL ancl charge up the ]o:,scs on 
the rail"\"\ ..t ', S to 1 he• COllSOlida.tcd l'eYCllUO 
(•ach vear. rather than reduce the taxa­
tion of city dwellers at the expense of 
rural indu:-.trie;-,." 

That statc'n1cni· is abso1uV•ly \vrong in two 
wac' s. In tho flr>t place, it is the city 
thYcllpr:-; \Yho arc fayourcd in respect of 
freights and farPc. \s country dwellers 
have io pa_v exactly the same rate of taxa­
tion, they arc being hem·il:v taxed in order 
to allmv cih chvPllPrs this conce'"ion. 
Queensland ha·~ by far the highest freight;:; 
in the 11·holc of ilw Commonm:alth. 

The SECHET\HY FOH R.\Il.W.\YS: That is not 
correct 

Mr. TAYLOH: I am going- to quote now 
from the latest figures supplied by tlw Com­
monwealth Statistician. The figure• in that 
publication arc taken from the same sources 
in othPr States as in Queensland, and, there­
fore. I take it that tltc>y arc as r('liablc as 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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it is po>siblc to get them. The following are 
the figurps :-
0RDI~ARY Goons }[ILEAGJ; l{ATES OS STATE 

RAILWAYS, ID2l. 

'1<)0}Ii es.' 300 }liles. 300 }liles. 
I 

I 8. d. s. d. s. d. 
(a) lliohest Class Pr~iqht. 

New South Wales 76 ~ 160 0 107 6 
Victoria .. t):l :J lfl 0 ~:l8 3 
QucenslaiHl K!l + ~~0 ()(a) :268 ±(a) 
South Austrc-lli:~ · 77 :l lDD .~) ~~~ \) 
West Australia .. 77 1 77 \) c±6 8 

(b) Lou.:cc..:t Ula::,~ Preight. 
New tlontll Wales: 6 \) 10 0 12 + 
Victoria .. 3 ± 10 G 1:2 8 
Queens lam! lD 2 ~1 ., 30 3 
South _-\. stralh~ · il I) ]{j 7 ~l 1 
West Australia .. ·1 1 8 3 ]~ 

(a) :\Iaxim :m freight on highest class goods to 
\Yestern Stations is :210s. vcr ton. 
Those figure. arc taken from tlw latest edi­
tion of the ''Commonwealth Statistics" with 
rl'gard to freights pl'L'vai]ing in the various 
States of the CommomYcalth. It. shows quite 
clearly that the statement that we are carry­
ing· prinuuY products ai a lesser rate than 
anv other State in tlw Commonwealth is not 
in· accorclanc0 \Yith fact. 

The SECllETARY FOH RAILWAYS: \Ye are for 
1nany li11cs-shecp, cattle. and agricultural 
produce, and other such things. 

::Vlr. TA YLOR : The Budg·et speech also 
states that thl' increase in freights in Queens­
land sincP 1914 has bceu 12 per cent. \Ye 
will analyse that >tatement by the following 
table:-

Total 
Tonnage of Total Average 
Ooods and Revenue Revenue 
I)ive Stork thercfrom. ver ton. 

carried. 

Ton:-;. £ 8, d. 
1014-15 4,070,873 2,516,380 10 1 

-------
1915-16 4,570,883 2,364,864 10 4 
1916-17 4,035,379 2,433,868 12 0 
1917-18 4,154,441 2,516,564 12 1 
1918-19 3,783,334 2,483,698 13 1 
1919-20 3,790,881 3,000,829 15 10 
1920-21 3,867,650 3,267,289 16 11 
1921-22 3,732,413 3,105,485 16 8 

The average increase in freight per ton carried 
equalled 6s. 7d. 

The avernge increa::-;e in freight per ton carried 
equalled 64 per cent.. (as against 12 per cent. 
mentioned in the Budget speech). 
Those figures a re taken from the report<> 
of the Commi"ioncr for Railways and can 
be Ycrified. so how the Premier could say 
in hi.s Budget Speech that the increase has 
only been 12 per cent. I do ,,ot know. 

::\0\Y let me road a table with regard to the 
\York of tll(> staff-

1014-13 
1916-17 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-~2 

14,!)86 
13,272 
16,82!~ 
15,809 
L>,726 

[Jlr. Taylor. 

lion. lll0lllbL"\r, v.·ill :;=.ce fron1 those figures 
that bct;,~ecn 2914 and 1922 the number of 
employees increased by 790. whilst thP train 
mileage decreased by 2.353.989, and tlw ton­
nage' of goods rrnd liv0 ~tof'k carriPd dt'Cl'l'R~f'tl 
bY 1.238.460. During· the same neriod the 
a~-rLtge nundJer of train n1il0s- run per 
employ<'<' decreased by 100 miks or 23 )Wr 
C'(1 l1 t., a u c1 t l1 c tonna g0 of goods ea rried per 
employe" decr<'ased by 95 tons or 29 p0r cent. 
Those arc iignrrs -..vhich require son1e 
explanation. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\IL\Y.\YS: I~argcr 
loads 1nako a big difference. 

:VIr. TAYLOR: Hea,-ier loads on the 
trai11s. as pointed out in tho report of the 
Conunis:::.ion0r, involve ver~r little extra 
cxp<'nse as comparl'd \Yith lig·ht loads. I 
a~k the ~1iui-.:tc'r to go into thcso InattorF 
aucl PndPnvonr to disrovrr what is \Yrong. 
It is not a hit of mo "'lying that it is 
bcrause of the extra rnileagc of raihvays the 
GoYcrnn1ent no'v have. 

The SEC'RETARY FOH RAILWAYS: "'e have 
f,,,,-er employees per mile than you had in 
1914-15. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know about that. 
I would like to ·draw attention particularly 
to the fact that in 1914-15 the total tonnage 
ca:Ticd on the railwavs \Vas nearlv 5.000,000 
tons. whereas in 1922--23 it had dropped to 
3.732.413 tons. That shows that things in 
the State are not as pros110rous as we would 
li!<c them to be. 

There ar0 seY0ral factors probably contri­
Lmtin!!; to this -deficiency in the tonnage that 
ic being carried on our railways, but the 

shrinkage is of such magmtude 
[ 4 p.m.] as to warrant us finding out the 

reason and ~ =·eing if the trouble 
cannot be rcn1oved in some wa~v. I consider 
that the drop in the figures in connection 
with the tonnage carried during· the past 
PiO'ht vears dcserYes YPrv rar·r-ful cons.idera­
ti.;'n, ·The following figures show the mile­
age oi railway constructed and open for 
traffic since the year 1908-9:-

}[JLBAGF. OF 

l\108-0!l 
1 !J0\1-10 
1\ll0-11 
191 l-12 
1912-1:1 
1013-1+ 
101±-1~ 

TL~HWAY C'O~STJWC'~ED 
FOR TRAFFIC. 

}files. 
1:Hl 
16:~ 
~Oi' 
:Jn» 
~;')R 

.jfi 
~6B 

1 01.)-Hi 
1!) lf\-17 
1 !l17 -1 R 
1!118-l!l 
1 !Jl !l-20 
HJ:21l-~1 
]021-~~ 

Total, scYcn yearf! 1 ,.J-711 

Avcra[!e mi1c:1ae Ol1C'llPd 1H'l' nmunn--
1!108-0!1 to l!lH-lii ~ 211<lmilrs. 
1D1J-16 to 1021-22 = 18.'/·.~ mi1P~. 

AXD 0PEXJW 

}lile>'. 
120 
~47 
M 

174 
216 

67 
.!7 

!Wl 

f just quoic those fig·ures to show the statB 
the railwavs were in. and what happened 
prior to the present Administration taking 
office. 

The 8EC'RET.\.RY FOR RAILWAYS: Your Go­
,-rrnmrnt had a deficit of £8,000.000 before 
this GO\-ernmcnt came into offioc. · 

:VIr. TAYLOR: I ha Ye the greatest regard 
for the, men managing the railways in Queens-
land. I believe they are competent and 
kno\\' their work, notwithstanding the 
r mark' that mav be made from time to 
timP. In a hug·o· department like the Rail­
'""" Denartment, \Yith its ramifications 
ext0!H1ir:;! rig-ht from the Tweed practically 
to the Guli, it is a Yory difficult task 
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cfficienth~ and thoroughly to supervise the 
whole of the working of th ~ staff, but, taking 
it by and large, I think that the men who haYo 
control of the railways arc carrying out the 
job "' efficiently as anyone could do it. 

A few days ago reference was made to wlutt 
i' called political control and political influ­
<'ncc. There is a very great difference bet\YCf'n 
political control and political influcncC'. If 
a mcmlJcr of Parliament went to the Minister 
or the Commissioner and placed a case before 
bin1, :-uggesting that what tho l\'linistcr or 
the Commissioner proposed to do was not 
in the best intere"ts of the railways, I think 
that member \Yonld bo quite justified in his 
ac6ou 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Hear, hear! 

::\Ir. TA YLOR: In that case he would not 
be Pndcayouring to control the raihvays. 
It is to the control or management being 
taken out of the hands of the Commissioner 
that I strongl1• object. 

Just before the recent elections a certain 
order was issued bv the Rail·way Department 
-the Minister probably will be able to tell 
u' whether "hat I say is correct or not. I 
do not know the correct wording of the order, 
as I have misplaced it. but it was something 
to the effect that the employees of the Rail­
way Dopartmenj, who were not abJ.e to go 
and record their Yot'i:>s, or whD \YOre unable 
to ho lJOoked off for that purpose, were to be 
paid tinw and a-half~ I am curious to know 
whether that was issued at the instance of 
the Minister or the Commissioner~ P ·rsDn­
ally. I am indinod to think that it was not 
the Commissioner. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL WAYS : It \Yas fol­
lowing out the GoYcrnment's decision to 
declare that day a public holiday. 

:VIr. TAYLOR: That is what I call political 
control. The whole of the votes of those men 
could hav,e been recorded without having 
recourse to an order such as that. I do not 
think it IYas ever done before by any previous 
GoYPrnment when there was an election 
pending~ Tf we knew the cost, we might 
ascertam that that order cDst a good few 
thousand pounds~ ~ 

Ther<' is another matter I would like to 
brim; under the notice of the Minister~ A 
considerable amount of money has been spent 
at ::Via:nw Junction~ I know from travelling 
on that line that thoro is a fair amount of 
shunting in connection with stock and timber 
trains on that reclaimed land, but I do not 
wiSh to deal so much with that point~ From 
the start of tho improvements in that area, 
sheds and houses were put up and thov have 
heon empty for years. Kothing is' being 
d{)J10 with thorn~ I do not know whether 
theY can be used or not. I understand that 
there arc engine sheds, buildinrrs for officers 
and pits for overhauling cngin~s, etc. The; 
ha,-e been completed for the last four or five 
years. and nothing is being done with them. 
If thev are not of any use or if thcv cannot 
be put to anv uso in the immediate future 
then the best thing to do is to sell them o~ 
rcmon· them to some other location where 
they can be us0d. Those works, representing 
thousands d pounds, han' been lying idle for 
four or five vears, and I think somethino· 
should be dori0. ~ 

.-\lthDugh prospects are not too bright at 
the prt>sont time, I hope that during the 
current year there will be an improvement in 
the revenue and an improvement generally 

in the railways thronghont tho State. Because 
I sit on this side of the Chamber I am not 
one who wants to see this State go to the 
dogs. I want to sec~ this State prosper.~ As 
I ha.Yt~ said on ono or more occas1ons, 
Queensland will prosper irr<'spl'ctivo of what 
GoYcrnmcnt has control. One Government 
mav make it difficult at times for a State to 
>edvance. but I am sure it is the desire of 
us all to sec our State a,ch"ance and prosper. 

Ho>:OUR.\BLE JYIEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MOO RE (A ubiuny) : The figy!es 
quoted by the leader of the Opposition 
requirl' ~o1nc ()xplanation. The (_'xplanation 
which ha,s been giYen bY the Commissioner 
in his report rather atternpts to condDne the 
situation so far as he is conccrnrd. I quite 
admit tha.t the Commissioner is faced with <1 

most difficult proposition in endeavouring to 
contrnl the railways and n1akc them pay. 
\Yo all know that the number Df train miles 
run in Queensland has not advanced in 
accordance with the incrc•ase in population. 
The other States of Australia are cYen in a 
"~orse positiou than Queensland in that 
respect with one exception, and that is 
W ~stern Australia. \V est ern Australia does 
11ot sho,v a large nun1bcr of train 1nilcs run, 
but it has a larg~or number in proportion to 
tlto population. AftPr all, the increase in 
the 11Umber of train rnilPs run in accordance 
with the increase' in population is one of. the 
important facton> in making the railways 
pay. I think it is a well ascertained fact 
that railways will increase in their tonnage 
and become a more paying proposition as the 
population increases. If we had double our 
population IYC should probably get four times 
the amount of traffic on our railways~ The 
Comn:issioner has a very ,difficult proposition 
to handle. In his report for the vear ended 
30th Jpne, 1922, h says- · 

" The aYerago tonnage per mile of 
opc•n line has actuallv fallen from 852 
tons per mile in 1910~11 to 672 tons in 
1920-21. a drop of 180 tons (equal to 21 
per cent.) per mile of G'[Jenod line." 

'' Fro.n a natiDnal standpoint, and 
looking to ihe future, the opening up 
of the country for closer settlement by 
!Jew ra ilwa;ys is desirable, but from the 
dandpoini· of present railway manage­
ment there can bo no doubt that the 
construction of new lines has Dutpaced 
the g-ro,vth of traffic; consequently the 
railways arc over-capitalised for the 
amount of business done. as the revenue 
from increased tQnnage hauled falls far 
,;hart o£ paying the additional interest. 
\Yhat ''o rPquiro to make the railways 
1~ay ~; a gn'atcr traffic on the existing 
luw~. 

\\'hen the Cotmni,;sioner for Railways makes 
a statement such as that in his annual 
report, cloe·' it not seem to be extreme f~lly 
to go in for a policy of a huge expansion 
of bnildiniT rai~\\~avs whPn \VC haYe not got 
thn traffic ';;n tlJC e;cisting lines to make them 
pay? 

TJw SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhat the 
GoYNnmcnt want to do is to open up the 
countr0 by r<Jilways rtnd then proceed with 
the setth'ment of it afterwards. 

::\Ir. MOORE : I do not doubt but that 
w,, have to provide for the future, but we 
mav provide too lavishly for the future. If 
a huge railway progran1n1e is embarke:d 
upon before any traffic is available It IS 

Jir. Moore.] 
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not g-oing to be successful. vYhy do not 
the Government settle the lands first'' 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\ILWAYS: \Ye are 
settling the lands on the :\"orth Coast and 
in the Bumelt Yalll'y. 

::Ylr. MOORE: Yeo, but the Government 
are going in for a huge construction pro~ 
gramme lwfore they really kn9w what settle­
ment will he available for those railwavs. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I have 
turned down requests this year, mostly from 
members of the Opposition, which, if 
adopted, would cost the State £10.000.000. 

Mr. MOO RE: Possibly all sorts of requests 
are made f9r railways on the off chance of 
getting them. If p0ople get a railwav for 
the asking. then all the better for them. 
What th•: Gove;-nment require to look at is 
whether the country can hear the strain. 
Tf th<' Commissioner and his experts say 
that the railways which are to be built under 
.a big progranime are not going to return 
~ per cent., it seems a foolish policy to 
proceed with the construction of a huge 
1·ailway policy without any knowledge of 
what the settlement is going to be on the 
lands through which they are to be con­
structod. The GovernmcHt hilVC Pv<'ry justi­
fication for not spending huge sums of 
nwncy in buildiug 0xperinwntal lines which 
arc not lik(']y to return wcrki.ng expenses 
fot' year'. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The experts 
say that tlw Burnett ·valley raihvay will 
add £8,000,000 !o the value of the land. 

Mr. MOORE: That i,; an exceedingly 
doubtful statement. It i< all vorv r.ne for 
the hon. gentlcn1an to g0t up and say it is 
going to add that value to th<' land. We 
have onl,Y to take' the cxi~ting lines to-day. 
Tilke for example the main W<'st0rn line 
running out frmn Toowoo1nba. B0forc it 
was built over 20.000.000 acre' on each side 
of the line werP okl bv th0 Government for 
30:-:;;. an arrP. Exacth; tlH' :<amC' land can 
lw purcha-ed to-day Jr;,m the original holders 
for le,' than that pric0. DoH that show 
that th<' buildinc: of a railwav addG an 
enormous amount- to the value of the land? 
It seems to me that tlw Government are 
:oing to place a huge burden on the tax­
payers in procccdjn~ 1Yith a huge construc­
tion policy on which they arc not likely to 
;rot a return that will make them pay. The 
Government are building· three lines in the 
Burnett befor·0 tlwv know whether thev a re 
likely to get any settlement at all. . 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR R.ULW.\YS: \Y•• >hall 
ha vc settlers th0re next month. 

::Yir. J:\IOORE : The Government want to 
find out \Yhrther the settlers are going: there 
Ylr~t. I an1 pointing out that the probfl­
bi!ity is that we are g·oing to add probably 
£300.000 or £350.000 a v0ar to our interest 
bill. If the Governme'nt can prove that 
those railways will be a paying proposition 
within four. five. or six vears, thev haYc 
every justifiratioll for proc<'cding with. them: 
but. when we ::::ee n decrease in the tonnage 
from 1914 up to the present time and the 
Commissioner pointing out that the railway.• 
,cannot pay when constructed in ach·ance of 
settlement. is it advisable to go in for build­
ing railways to such an extent? \Ve should 
go for a policy of making the present rail­
ways pay and settlinf" the lands through 
which they run rather tnan placing addi­
c';ional burdens on the taxpay<'r. 

[Jfr. Moore. 

There is another point I wish to make 
in l'egard to the running of trains. On 
page 11 of his report the Commissioner for 
Hailwavs savs-

,t Th01:c are hundreds of miles of line 
where even a tri-weekly service i.s 1nore 
than sufficient. so far as traffic is con­
cerned, but primary industri<>s and other 
conditions demand that this tri-weekly 
service be maintained in order to 
encourage land settlement and produc­
tion." 

This is not exactly the same, but it is almost 
as bad as the conditions obtaining in New 
South vYalec.. There thev have endeavoured 
to minimise this difficulty to a certain 
extent b.- runniniT motor-trains. If the 
departmei1t in Qu~ensland were to experi­
ment in the same wav as New South \Vales 
in reo-ard to Jnotor-ti·ains. thev •would pro­
bablv o find a. ;olution of inany' of the diffi­
cnlti(es that confront us. The hon member 
for Herbcrt. "·hen sp<'aking on the Finan­
cial Statement. pointed uut that the Com­
missioner had to run trains to the Atherton 
Tabl0land three times a week merely to carry 
duirv produce >Yhen there was no warrant 
for his doing s0. The CommiSsiOner pomts 
<mt the same thing. 

11r. PEASE: IIow nre you going to run 
m:ltor·trains up there?, 

:VIr. ::YIOOHE : Why not? 
}lr. PE.\SF.: 1-Io\Y can a n1otor-train npgo­

tiatc the Cairn~ line? 
111-. :VIOORE: Because it might :wt be 

no:-siblc to \VOr~-\: nwtor-trains there, It does 
i10t sav t!Jat thev cannot be worked clse­
wh0rc In QuccEsland. That ie no argument. 
The,· •vere not paying in N e\v South. \Vales 
whei1 thev start~d lwcamc the,,- d1d not 
haw th0 ;·ight oort of motm. 

TlH' SECRETAHY FJTI RAILvY.\Y';: \Ye• are 
rxpcrinlcnting; \\ith the Purrcy car_ n_O"Y\·, _and 
the raihvav officials ar0 of Jl1e OJHllton that 
it i:._4 ::-,upcrlor to the rail nwtor. 

-:'llr. :\IOORE: I am onl.'· pointin3' .o_ut 
that th0 s:ime failure attended the rmhal 
experiments in ::\'ew South \Vales because 
t]w,- did not hayo !he class of motor for ,tho 
traffic thcv \verc required to haul. . ::--.iew 
South vVaks thelr, indcad of drscontrnumg 
thcn1. \\·Pnt to their own workshops ~tnd got 
lhei r own men to go into the questron and 
onrcon1e the difficulty. They o;-Ncame the 
difficult.· j,y the introduction of a more 
nowcrftil niotor. Tlw report of the Com· 
;nissionN in ::\<''' South \Vales stated-

" Th0 mechanical 0ngin0cring· staff ?f 
1 he' department has . been Pngag-cd 111 

desi .nine; a motor •vhtch would have all 
th0 ·ach·antngcs and none of the dr!lw­
hn cks of the American typ<'. In achrev­
jnO' ihi:3 it \YUS fonnd ncrcssary_ t-o depart 
fr;;'m most of tl1c principles •vhrch goverp 
the vionPcr> in the constrnrtwn of thrs 
type- of enp·in0. and. a rnotor has been 
<lcsi"'nrd b,· J:\Ir. Brum Luc~-. a son. of 
'YI;. rE. E. Lucy. th<' Chief :\Ic~Lar!tc-:1 
Eng-incn of the department. whr~h rt rs 
LelicYc'd will do all that rs reqmrcd of 
it. This cng·inf> has b00n . uncL_'r _,.con~ 
struction at the Evclcigh Rarlway Work· 
~hop~ for son1c tin1c .. and. IS no'':, coln­
]Jletc and ready for rts trral run. 

A little later on in the repo:·t the motor­
trains in the Riverina •nre bemg talked of, 
ancl this statcnwnt is made-

" It is now stated that the Govern-
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<mcnt Is com·iuccd that considerable 
·econon1ies can be effected bv bringing 
·motors into service g-enerally· on branch 
lines, and that .the change may pave the 
way to the Wiping ou.t of defi<:its on 
country lines. at the same time tending 
to a reduction of fares which now press 
too hPavily upon country people, and 
considerably S!1oeding up the services, 
giving to some country 1 ines a daily 
service where at present trains run only 
three times a week." 

1[n New South Wales thev have six or 
·seven of these motor-trains ·running. They 
proved by experiment that the same type 
of motor as they had in Queensland was a 
failure. The new type of motor has been 
'}lroved to be able to carry and haul all 
·that is required of them on lines such as 
-that mentioned bv the hon. member for Her-
hart. · 

Mr. PEASE: C\fotor-trains cannot be run 
rc~p the Cairns line. 

Mr. MOORE: I suppose lines can be 
picked out in an> district "·here thev would 
not be suitable. • • 

Mr. PEASE: That is our main line. 
Mr. MOORE: The Cairn;; line is not the 

"·hole of QueenslanJ. Here thev have a 
motor Qf 150 horse>-power and it' ha;; been 
successful for the haulage that is required 
•Of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I brought 
-vour remarb before" the Chid Engineer. and 
he seemed to think that the l'urre> car 
would Le the car. " 

Mr. :MOORE : I do not know anything 
about the Purreo; ca1·. If the7 have been 
succe"ful in otlicr placee. they ar0 likely 
to bf' suer ··;;sful here. H0c:ause thf' l\IcKeen 
car \Ya··· found nnsnitnLlt. And bccans0 the 
little motor, that rrrn from \Y yreema to 
Gowrie junction >Yen• also found ~msuitablc. 
it does not say that the motors that I speak 
of will also be unsuitable. 

Hon. F. T. BRE~~-\~: They !Jayc the pDpn­
lation in Victoria. 

Mr. MOORE: It is not a qtll''tiou of popu­
lation on the"' lines. ~Iotor' arC' instituted 
because the population is !lOt thc·re when 
the rail''\-ays lwYe gone in aLlvnnC'L' uf settle­
ment. 

The SECRET.\RY FOil R\ILW.\YS: \Ye think 
\Ye have sorncthing better now. 

Mr. 1IOORE: I am glacl to lParn that the 
:Minister has something better. This method 
of locomotion ha~ been going on in other 
States for a consiclerab!P tinw. 

Anothce thing that the Commissioner states 
on page 14 of his rPpoet is this-

" If the Queensland rates. fares. and 
tmflir had increased to the --amc extent 
as other raihva:'\~S, ccnnpru:l:-3ons sho'v- that 
our results would ha>C' heen equally 
fayourable aftor allowing for increasing 
our presPnt expenditure in the f:.Unle ratlo 
as the rtdditional mileage which is esti­
mated would have bPcn · rcqniecd." 

Th0 Premier and the S<•rretarv for Rail­
ways have been taking tremf'nclous credit 
because th"'Y ha,·e not increased the fr0ights 
and fares to the same extent as Kew South 
\Vales. They could not increase them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ve have 
not increased our freights and fan's for four 
yertrs. 

Mr. MOORE: The railwav freights in 
Queensland are far higher than they are in 
New South \Vales. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is not 
correct. 

Mr. MOORE: It is quite possible that you 
could take certain agricultural products for 
which the rates in Queensland are lower, 
but, taking the average freights for the 
higher class rates, Queensland is higher than 
any other State in the Commonwealth. 

Mr. PEASE: 'What about passenger rates? 

Mr. MOORE : I am not talking about 
passenger rates. I am talking about freights. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Yhich are 
the main items in making the railways pa-y? 

Mr. MOO RE: It is not a question of 
passenger freights in the country. Men in 
the country do not want the railways merely 
to carry them as passengers. They want 
them to carry their produce and their goods. 

Mr. PEASE: It is chiefly primary products. 

1-Ir. MOORE: The hon. member is talking 
a-bsolute nonsense. 

l\lr. PEASE: Read the hook that has been 
quoted by the leader of the Opposition. 

l\fr. MOORE: The hon. member can read 
the hook himself. I am going to read some 
of it; I am going to take the lowest class 
freights in 1915 and compare them with the 
lm.-c--t class freights in 1922-~ 

:Mr. \YEm: Yon know the basis of com­
parison is not fair. Do not compare Queens­
land with Victoria; compare it with Western 
Au:;tralia. 

:\Ir. C\100RE: I am talking 
South \Vales-not Victoria-but 
pan' it with \\'c ,tPrn Australia 
n1en1Lcr likes. 

about New 
I will corn­
if the hon. 

Mr. \~~r-:m: NI<1ke a comparison with 
\Vcstern Australia on "Knibbs's'' figures. 

Mr. :\IOORE: I will. In Western 
Australia in 1915 the lo•scst class rate was­

For 50 miles 
For 200 miles 
For 500 miles 

In 1922 the lowest 
Australia, wcrC'-

class 

-'· d. 
5 0 

14 2 
27 6 

50 miles, 3s. 3J., w hi eh shows a reduction 
of ls. 9cl. 

200 miles, 6s. 2d.. a reduction of Ss. 
500 miles. 12>. 5d., as compared with 27s. 

6d. in 1915. 
Or vou can take it this \Yav. Instead of 
thcr~ being an increase in \Y est ern Australia 
from 1915 to 1922 f<Jr these lowest class rates, 
there was a decrease of ls. 9d. on 50 miles, 
Ss. on 200 miles. and 15s. le!. on the 500-mile 
basis. · 

Mr. \VEm: You ha ye pickoJ out special 
line:-;. 

:\Ir. MOORE: I ha Ye picked out the 
lowest rates. The hon. member for Mary­
borough asked tliat I should pick out \Ves­
tern Australia. thinking that that State 
would favour his argument. I did so, a-nd 
he now says that I have picked out something 
that suits me. I shall take the highest class 
rates if the hon. member likes. 

Mr. PEASE: Take the rates for agricultural 
produce. 

Jir. Jioore.] 
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:Mr. 1\IOORE: These an the rates for 
ngricultural produce. The highest class rates 
in 'Vestcrn Australia on a 50-mile basis were 
41s. _1d. in 1915; to-day they arc 47s. 1d.­
an mcrert.sc of 6s. I11 Queensland for the 
same penod we had an increase of Ss. 3d. 
I do not 'ee that the Minister has am·thing 
to b€ so frightfully proud of. " 

~1r. PEASE: If all these increases ha Ye 
occnrrcd, why does not the rcn•nu0 of Queens­
land improve? 

J'dr. ~JOORE: Decanse we have a lesser 
tonnage to-clay than 1vc had in 1915. 'Ye 
have a decrease of about 890,000 tons. 

The SEC'IlETARY FOil RAILWAYS: There is a 
big in1pron:rncnt 1 his year. 

:\fr. MOORE: Of course, I hav<' not seen 
this _year's figures, but I am glad to hear the 
Munster s_ay that there is an impro,-cmcnt. 
I quote Western Australia because the train 
mileage ther0 is 10.62 and in Queensland it 
1s_ 7.68, \Yith a discrepancy such as that 
'' c<torn Australia should be far worse off 
than Queensland. That is not so. In 1915 
the percentage of net re,·cnuo in \\'astern 
Australia was 3.3 and in 1921 1.64. In 
Queensland in 1915 the percentage of net 
rcycnuc \Yas 4.28. and to-day it is .56. 'Ve 
arc far \Yor··e off than 'Vestern Au,tralia 
which operates under a similar system with 
~ 3 feet 6 inch gauge. 'Vestern Australia 
Is also worsG off so far as population is 
concerned. 

. The SEC'IlETARY FOil R.ur.WAYS: Pick such 
1te1ns .as cattle, sheep, crca1n, and other iten1s 
of a hke type, and you will find that we are 
much better off than X ew South \V ales. 

:\Ir. PEASE : Take passenger fares. 

:\Jr. MOORE: I ha Ye not taken passenger 
fares; I ha ye not got down to the question 
of suburban fares. The raihYays arc built 
mainly to carry produce. " 

The SECRETAilY FOR RAILWAYS: Take 
connlry fares~not neccssarilv suburban 
fares. Two-fifths of our reYenue comes from 
fares. 

l\h. l\IOORE: The reason for buildin~ 
raihntys in country districts is for carrying 
pro_ducc. If the j\finister is going to raise 
fn:1ghts. we shall not get the goods on the 
ra1l\vays. 

The SECilETAilY FOR RAILW.\YS: Yet we ha Ye 
the speechc3 of hon. members opposite in 
fa\-our of increasing railway fares. 

Mr. l\IOORE: If the hon. o-entleman did 
what h~ is _taking th~ credjt for not doing 
-th~t IS raise the frmghts m the same pro­
portion as has been done in New South 
\Vales, he would find that he could not get 
the produce to be carried on the railways. 
Motor traffic would come in on many '·hort 
lines, and the department could not compete 
with that traffic. It is much cheaper to take 
produce by road, and it is even cheaper to 
take p[l ssengers by road. 

The SEc RETAilY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ve have 
g·i,-en up three-quarters of a million of 
revenue aE a r<'sult of the Railways Guarantee 
Act. 

Mr. 2\IOORE: The sam0 old question crops 
np. but we should take the railways as they 
are to-cla0·. If \Vestern Australian railways. 
under the same conditions as Queensland 
railways. are in a better position with a 
similar population, something should be clone 
to improve our position. Queensland is 
decreasing its revenue all the time. 

[Mr. Moore. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 'Western 
Australia is not in a better position. The 
present Commissioner for Railways in 'Yes­
tern Australia made special favourable 
rofNcncc to the Queensland administration 
when he was inquiring into the position of 
Australian railways. 

Mr. MOORE: The Minister says Western 
Australia is not in a better position, yet in 
1921 the percentage of net revenue in 'Ves· 
h'rn Australia was 1.64 and in Queensland 
.56. Can anybody say that ·western Aus­
tralia is not in a better position? 

The SECUETAilY FOR RAILWAYS: That is not 
the point. What is the mileage in Queens­
land~ 

::\fr. :\100RE: It is less in Que·•mland in 
proportion to population than in W ostern 
Australia. In \Y cstcm Australia the mileage 
rcr thnuscwd inhabitants is 10.62 and in 
Queensland it is 7.68. If you take 
" Knibbs's" figures, you will find that. is 
correct. It is no good the Minister trymg 
to shuffle <.lllt of it. 'Ve want to get thl' 
r"ilwa.ys into a better position instead of 
into a 1vorsc position, and we find that the 
position \YC arc getting into is getting ra1:idly 
worse owing to the cnorn1ous expcncliiure 
in connection with our raih,-ays. 

There is anoilwr matter to which I wish 
to refer. I admit that in this reapcct the 
Government t::ecrn to be po\vcrless, but I 
darcsay the ::\1inisier the other day noticed 
the report of a case against a. railway con­
ductor instituted by his union. The railway 
conductor was endeavouring to save the 
Railway C-on1n1issioncr money. 

:\Jr. \YEIH: Is that ~·our view of it? You 
want to look a little further back. 

Mr. :\IOORE : It is my view of it, and, if 
anybody else can take any other Y~ew of the 
matter I would hko to hear what It Is. The 
"Dail;· Standard," in reporting this case, 
\.1avs-

" "According to 1Ir. :\IcGhie, >tlthough 
there \\'ere a< tuallY two first and two 
spcond-da>Ss cars, thCrc were only seventy­
nine pa~scngcrs, njno over tho allotted 
number to a conductor. 'Vhat was done 
bv Mel<.lrum or Taylor was done in the 
;,;(crests of the dejJariment. The work 
of the second conduct-or. l\iahon, would 
haYe been practically finished at _:\'orth· 
gate. Second-class passengers d1d not 
have, an attendant. and they were not 
supplied with bedding. All Mahon _would 
have had to .do was to check the tickets. 
:\Iahon would han' gone to Northgate 
and Gladstono and back as a pa'senger. 
By taking charge 2\Ieldrum was reaJ!y 
sa,·ing the department somethmg hke 
£3 Dl' £4. He did a little more work 
tha.n he had a right to do." 

:\Ir. \YEm: \Yhat was the decision of the 
COHrt? 

:\fr. ::\IOORE : The decision of the court 
was that he bo fined £1, with £2 2s. pro­
fessional costs. 

Mr. WEIH: Why? 

~fr. :\IOORE: Because he broke an award. 
It seems n extraordinary thing that an 
award should be made 1vhich is so absurd 
that, if there are a few passengers over t.ho 
allotted number to a conductor, you ha.Ye to 
carrv an official as a passenger right to 
Gladstone and back, and then, because an. 
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emploc-ee of the department cndcayours to 
s>tYe the department money, he is brought 
Ldore the court and fined. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member', 
time had E'xpircd. 

:VIr. PEASE (H erbert) : I am really at et 

loss to understand the point that thr' leader 
of the Oppo&itiou >1nd the leader of the 
Country party tried to make. First of all 
they quoted tables to show the bad st>1te the 
railways of Queensland arc in, and then 
they did not offer any solution of the diffi­
culty. In quoting tables they were not fair, 
because they only quoted tables which suited 
their line of argument. The passenger rates 
haYe uot been quoted at all. That is ono 
source of reYenue for the railways. and it is 
a fair basis. In Knibbs's " Official Year 
Book" there is another table which gin·s 
the firet-class passenger fares in vVestern 
Australia and the Grst-class passenger fares 
in Queensland. also the first-class passenger 
fares in Victoria and ?\'ew South \Vales and 
the second-class fares in the samo States; 
yet hon. members did not attempt in any 
way to deal with that question. At this 
juncture, when \YO ar~ facod with big fman­
cial questions, it is the duty of the Oppo­
si lion to try to he! p the St. a to, and, if they 
have any real criticisms that woulri be of 
assistance in i1nproving our raihvuys, then 
they should be offered. 

First of all. take the loss on railwa vs. 
Queensla!Jcl is ·not the only State in whi'ch 
the railways ~how a lo"s in working. As n 
matter of fact, there is not ono railway 
service in Australia to-day which shows a 
profit on the capital cost. 

:1\Ir. :\IooRE: Yes, New South "\Vales. 
}lr. PEASE : Take " Knibbs's " figures. 

The percr~ntago of lo'•s for 1921 was-

:'\ew South \Yales _ .. 
Victoria 
Quoenslantl 
South Australia .. 
\Yt .. ·tcrn Amtralia 
Tasn1ania. 

A\-eragc for all States 

Per crmt. 
0.70 
0.74 
3.82 
2.91 
2.30 
1.52 

1.62 
Those arc the losses for tho whol<' of t.he 
States of the Commonwealth. This aho shows 
that :'\ew South \Vales has invested--

:Yir. G. P_ BAR:\ES: Give us the figures for 
1[•22. 

Mr_ PEASE: I am no_w giving the figures 
for 1923. The recently rssued report of the 
New South \YalPs Railway Commissioners dis­
closes that t,ho State has inYested £26,000,000 
in branch railway lines which do not pay. 
and on which there >Ya• a lo'' la,t vcn of 
£1.106,881. That is for the laEt fi"nancial 
year_ 

:\Ir. G. r_ BAR:\ES: Take the railway<> as"" 
whole. 

Mr. Knso: That is for branch lines. 

Mr. PEASE: This is what the Common­
'vealth Stati~tician says in regard to thcso 
figurPs-

" A false impression may be gained 
from these averages, but it should be 
borne in mind that the anticip>1tecl a<lvan­
tag<' of the railway construction rolic,v 
of the various States has borne fruit in 
the ultimate settlement of the country_" 

That is the real crux of the situation. Queene­
land has a much harder row to hoc than anv 
c'thcr State, because, as the Minister pointed 

out. \Ye haYc a r('cord rnileagc of rail\ya~·s 
to the number of inhabitants-a grc·ah'r mile­
age than any country in the world-and when 
you compare those figures you have to put 
a. liberal construction on them. \'\'hpn the 
Cvmmonwcalth Statistician goes out of his 
way to quote these figures and th<'n adds 
the comments that I have read to the Com­
rrciUeo it shows that, \Yhcn you take thes" 
figure;, you 6hould bear in n1ind \Y}wt he 
s~tys. "o that a false impression ,,-ill not. get 
abroad. T.h>1t is what is happening to-day, 
and that is what hurts_ 

Hon. \Y. II. BAR:\ES: Your argument OYl'l'­
loob this Ycry important feature: The cost 
nf railways by reason of the broader gauge 
i.s very rnnch greater ir1 :'\cw Sonth vVdc,,. 
than in Queeneland. 

:\h_ PEASE: It shows the danger of quot­
ing fi[(tHcs alone. That conclusion that I 
ldlvc n~ad con1cs fron1 a rnan ·who knows his 
job_ Ho has to compile these figures and 
clisseminatc them throughout Australia. and 
he wants to show the people of Anstr~liot 
that they should not compare th figm·e 
ahn<,; but that they should put a re sO!l­
n l;lc constructi-on on t.hcrr1. I \Yant hon. 
n,embers of the Opposition to take' ncte of 
ihat point. The Comcnonwcalth Shtisticia•t 
h~:;: no poJii.ical bins in connoct.icm 1vith the 
railwilys of Queensland. nor should '>Ye havt~ 
any political bias. \Ye should lDok at thco 
rttatter fron1 a fair and reasonabl0 point of 
view. I \I' ill now quote from page 18 of the 
Corr1rnissioncr's report to sho\V lvhQrt..' the 
]oss on the Qnecn3land raihvays contes frorn, 
rend tlwn T am going to agk membere of 
the Opposition which lines they would close 
do"·11. According to the Comrnis!3ioncr's 
report tho following sections paid working 
expenses and interest on capital :-Southern 
Division-~orth Ipswich to Tivoli, ~orthgate 
to GvmpiP. Central Division-Rockhampton 
to L~y;greach. :\'m-thorn Division-Stcwart's 
CrPek to Carstairs. 

The following sections paid working 
expenses but did not return full i ntcrest on 
capital:-

Smtthern DivisioH ( 11 f:I.C'rtions) 
Central DiYi~ion (~ . cdion!-') .. 
Xorthcrn Divi8-ion (I) section!'} .. 

Total 

Amount 
short 

of Full 
l nterest. 

£ 
~82,850 

2J,080 
136,598 

4±3,478 

ThP follmYing spctions paid neither working 
cxp.?nscs nor interest on capital:~ 

Southern DiYision (:J:l sectiom) 
Central Dh-ision (1 I sections) -­
::11 orthern DiYisiou (20 , cl'! ions) 

Total 
Loss-Grand total 

Total 
Lo:;:s. 

~ 

4!16,627 
~05.70& 
47:l.007 

1,175,420 
1,618,907 

Taking the two latter tables together, we 
gd the following gross results:-

Southern (44 sections) 
Central (13 E:ertions) 
X orthern (28 sections) 

Grand total 

Total 
J~oss. 

£ 
779,477 
-~vo, 735 
660;695 

. - £1,618,907 

That is where the railway deficiency c<1mes 
from, and I wonld ask the Opposition to 
peruse the Commissioner's report and to tell 

Mr. Pease.] 
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thP Minister which sections they would ~lcse 
down. Representatives of :\orlhcrn con­
stituencies ha vc to shoulder the blame for a 
1oss of £609.695. I contend that it is n"l a. 
loss. ·we cannot estimate the returns from 
·our railways in pounds, ehillings, :md pence. 
You must e.Gtimate them accordin.r to the 
;;ervices rendered to the communitv. The 
~orth is just now becoming developed, and. 
1f vou close down those railwa vs vou close 
the' whole of :\orth Queensland 'ut~·· 

At 4.40 p.m., 
l\Ir. Dn<STAX (Gympic), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. PEASE: As a representative of the 
Xorth. I am prep:tred to accept my share of 
responsiLilit, for practically one-half of the 
railway deficicHcy, I say that it is not a 
deficiency when you bear all the circum­
stances in mind. If you closed those lines 
down, that would not make them pay; but, 
apparently, that is the onlv solution the 
Opposition have to offpr. You cannot run 
the trai11s any cheaper, and you cannot carry 
goods an.v cheaper. How on earth can you 
r~·ducc the rates·: Crean1. sugar-cane, and 
t1mber are largclj· carried on the Northern 
raihntn. The more trains thcv run the 
more they los0. Arc you going i:o let 'those 
s~ttlers up there, ·who have gone out as 
pioneers, 8L1rve for want of a railway? 

The leader of, fhc Country party suggests 
;'JOtor traffic. lhat may c~me eventually. 
uut to-day 'vo hn ve got the Iron horse, and 
we have to deal with that. I do not like to 
he~r hou. n.temLers opposite cavilling at the 
rathvay defJC'IPIIcy. becansp it stares vou in 
th" face. Th, railway dcticicncy, 'boiled 
down, amounts to this: \Ve have such an 
cxten~i,-~_, n1ilPagc of r'-tilv;a.- that it is in1pos­
eibk to make. the dcpartinent pay, Hon. 
nwmbers oppo-;;te talk about political inter­
fl1l'('llC'C'. The-re i:-; no political interference 
so Lu as farP.-: an~-I freights are coucerned. 
l~ the Connni~~i(~llPr c~u1 prove a good case, 
~.<s r~c·~nr_lnJPTH.la_tion 1nll alway:S be adopted. 
I he MuJI.<Ier. ot c·our;c, will have to see that 

thP pt!oplc arc not e"Xpluited. Jf the Minis­
tf~_r can S(1 ~' a fair ca:;;c for an jncrcaso, he 
'':dl allow ll .. \Ye haYe to pay for the situa­
hoP. we arc m, and all the cavilling here 
wdl not alter that phase of the matter. 
The Comrni::3.-::iollCI'. on page 21 of his r0port, 
states·~-

,; Th0rc was nn increase in rates and 
fares this year. nor the year preceding, 
but a redt.Jction of 20 per cent, on the 
rates of cattle, sh0cp and r,igs, cream, 
butter, f'hccsc, condensed mdk, etc., was 
made on Ivlarch last to assist th(•se indus­
tri"~ . over a period of depression. In 
a.d(iltlon, conoe-·~sjon rates arc being 
allowed Ji:hunl; Morgal?- and Chillagoe to 
ass~st nun1ng operations to continue 
while metal values arc )my,'' 

v\'i!J hon. members say that those COI'CPSSions 
should not be made'! It is not possible to 
do anc:tlnng· else except make 1 hem; other­
vns.e, lll the ea se of i\Iount "\1organ and 
Chdlagoc. you will extinguish the whole 
scttk.mcut. ~ot only .would thrct stop the 
1-Yorkn1g m0n 1n the mines, but the business 
people would be wiped out of existence. 
, Hon. V.'. H: BARNES : Don't forget that 

similar concessions \vere n1ade vears ao-0 by 
previous Governtucnts. ~ 0 

.:.rr. PEASE: I am going to quote the 
rates of rtgricultural produce f•.s quoted by 
me when speaking on the Financial State-

[Jlr. Pease. 

mcnt, and challenged bv tile leader of the 
Country party. · 

Mr. KELSO: You cannot dcnv that the 
railways are overstaffed? ' 

.Mr. PE~\SE: I can. On page 576 of the 
" Official Year Book" of the Commonwealth, 
~o. 15, for 1922, I find the follO'ving quota­
tion:-

RATES :·-OR AGRIC1:rm::RAI, PRODl'CE IN TRl'CK 
LOADS ON STATE HAII.\\'AY,, 1021. 

----~ ~--~---~-o-T -1oo-l~ ;,oo 
1 }[lies. !\hies. 1 ~l1les. 

----~--~-- '--~-·--·--~1--·---

Queensland . . . . 
As compared with avfr­

age all f\tates 

s. d. I s. d. I s. d. 
8 10 :2 12 () 

7 11 

400 500 
~lilPS. }files. 

8. d. s. d. 
Queensland 
As rompared ,,:it.h avdr~ 1 

H 6 1:-} 6 

age all Statf's .. i 17 n :.!1 :l ~:3 n 
Hon. IV. H. BmNES: You are not fair. 

The leader of the Countrv party C[Uotcd 
\Yestern Australia. · 

i\Ir. PEASE : I will go to \\' cstcrn Aus­
tralia. The Queene.land !'ate is 5s. Sd., whilo 
the \Vestern Australia rate i, 8s. 3d. 
Queensland is carrying primary produce, 
which includes sugar-cane for 5s. 8d., whereas 
\Yestern Australia is carrying her primary 
produce for Ss. 3d. 

Then we come to passc:1gcr rates. Thv 
leader of the Country party talks about 
whurban fare•. The following i.< a com­
parison of Queensland with other States in 
rC'!T:-J rd to passeng-t~r rate~:-

Queeusland . . . . 
As C'Ompare(l \Yith all ~tatPs 

Queensland .. 
As compared \\"ith all ~tatc~ 

50 ~Iiles. 

h;1 rlas:-> :~nd class 

~- d. 
\1 + 
~) ! I 

8. 
{j 
(; 

d. 

5 

1-~511Cl__}!.ilt>e. __ 

1 l"::Jt dassj :2ud class 

i~;-~~! ~:~ do 
8~ 11 f 51 D 

I 

Then we come to the ... Commonwealth 
''Official Year Book'' again. I notice that 
the Commonwealth Statistician, when deal­
ing with raih,-av statistics. always qualifiea 
hi'3 figurrs by commenting on i hen1. I take 
it that he does that for the purpose I am 
pointing out-namely. that he wants the 
general public not only to make use of the 
tlgur<:,, but to take notice of his qualifying 
statements. This is what he "J.YS in regard 
to traffic conditions-

" The density of population diminishes 
1·apidly as the coastal rC'gions are left 
behind, and there is a corresponding 
diminution in the volume of traffic, while 
in comparison with other more settled 
countries, there is but little back 
loading." 

If you analyse the non-paying lines, you will 
find that is the position. I have not time to 
do it myself, but there is the statement . 
There are non-payable lines in the Northern, 
Central, and Southern Divisions. and each 
division has to bear its fair share of the 
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Io.s.s. The Ius~ in the South i~ n1on' 1l1an in 
the :\ortil. and in rho Central Division thPre 
is nbo a Ins~. Tho:-:.e iigures show "\vhy 
the lines do not pay. The hon. member for 
Wynnum a-ked me to go back to previous 
years. I took up in the Library the other 
day the ''Annual HeYiew of Queensland" 
for 1902. on page 226 of which there is the 
following comment on the cailways of 
Queensland:-

.. The Commissioner's report for the 
:n'ar ended 30th .] unc, 1902, pointed out 
that the rerenuc for the vear was 
£449,946 short of meeting the i~1torest on 
capita.!. In other words, says the Corn· 
n1issioner, the users of our railways have 
during the c·car been charged close on 
half a million loss than they should have 
boon if full interest on the outlay had 
been de<;;jrecl. '' 

In 1902 the pe.oplc of Queensland wore 
benefited to the extent of £500,000 by the 
railways carrying goods and passengers at 
less than they should have been carried, and 
to-day it is a little over £1,000,000. This 
was the remedy in 1S02, and no doubt the 
same remedv would be enforced to-daY if 
the Labour ]1arty was not in power- " 

" The rates and fares haYc now been 
incn>ased with the vie\v of reducing the 
deficit, and the ,·eceipts for the months 
of July and August, 1902, show an 
improvement of £25,000 on last year's 
figun·s, even allowing for considerable 
decrfaSl' in the Yolun1P of traHic.'' 

That is the old rcmNly. and that is the only 
remedy anti-Labour people will adopt. The 
Chief Engincc·r for Railways at that time, 
Mr. Pag,)n. showNl how he \Yas going to 
reduce expNlditun'. He said-

.. Special efforts have been made to 
reduce the cost of maintenance, especially 
that branch of \York dc_,cribed as repair­
ing pernHlnr•nt \vay, and which is 1nainly 
:::-cprPsPnt d by the wagP~ of rnen 011 
lengths. 

" A htrge reduction has been made in 
flying gang3, and \Yith a view to further 
reduction, I propose to try the ' flying 
gang ' :syster:n pn the \V estern line, dis­
placinS, 1nen on lengths cntirE'ly in some 
places. 

What is the position to-day? Queensland 
to-da;; shows the highest expenditure on the 
maintenance nf the railways in the whole 
of the Commonwealth. Here arc the figures 
taken from the Commonwealth Statistician's 
"Quarterly Bulletin"-

" Maintenance only, per 

Queensln.nd 
Victoria ... 
New South Wales 
South Australia 

train mile-
s. d. 
2 5 
2 1~ 
1 9:\ 
1 5 

"In the aggregate, working expenses 
in Queensland are lowest per train 
mile-

New South Wales 10 1~ 
Victorin 10 1~ 
Queensland 9 lli 

" As also are the earnings thus prov­
ing concessions in fares and' freights. 

" The earnings per train mile in all 
States for 1921-1922 were-

Western Australia 
New South Wales 
Victoria ... 
South Australia 
Queensland 

12 4i 
13 10~ 
13 7~ 

... 11 8~ 
10 8~" 

On page 12 of his report ihc Commissioner 
points cut that in the year 1914-15 the rail­
ways paid £4 Q,. Sd. i1cr cent. on capital, 
but that last year the return was only 15.~. 
4~cl., and in order to show that this drop in 
the net result,; was not due to decrea3ed 
efficiency, but to the fact that our revenue 
did not increase in the same ratio as our 
costs, he quotes tables to compare the rail· 
ways of 1914-15 with tho,,c of 1921-22-

Per cent. 
:Miles of opl'n liuo (increased) 
Cost per train mile (increased) 
EmploycPs per n1ile, open ljne 

(decrease) . 
H.cYcnuc per employee a ftcr pay­

ing working costs (decrease) 

19.8 
149.4 

12.0 

77.2 

In that connection I want to quote from 
lho CommomYcnlth ·'Year Book., to show 
what has happclwd in the business of the 
Brisbam' tramways. In 1917 the company 
employed 1,121 hands, and their working 
expemes were £257,000. In 1921 they 
crnploye<l only twenty-ono han<ls moro-1,142 
-but their w'orking expenses were £411.000. 
\Yhat I am trying to proye is that the same 
situation which the RaihYay Commissioner 
has to meN has also to be faced by private 
companies. Arbitration a\vards, the heavy 
cost of material, and everything Plse have 
increased working expenses, and the more 
you analyse tlw fig-nres the more. surely do 
you find that the Queensland railways are 
showing a bNtcr return in proportion than 
the Brisbane tramways. 

JI.Ir. :\IoRG.IX: The tramways an' paying. 

l\Ir. PE_.__-\SE: Of eourBe they are pa.ying, 
with big fares aud tlw people strap-hanging. 
Another point I \Yant to make is lJOw busi­
nQss concerns \Yould act jn a sirnllar position. 
I have pointed out that the old remedy "·as 
to increase fares and freightP and rcdurc the 
men-never mind about the safety of the 
public; that is not to be considered. The 
facr. is that. under Labour GovcrnrrJCnt, our 
highest expenditure i.s for maintenance, 
whereas under the old style of railway man­
agement tlw first thing !he Government did 
when thev wanted to economise \HlS to wipe 
men off ihc lengths and have flying gangs. 
From page 22 of the Commissioner's report 
I want to show how business concerns would 
act in a similar position to that in which the 
Queensland railways find themselves. He 
says-

" A motor tractor which the depart­
ment has been running on the Brisbane 
Vallev line for Nestle's milk traffic has 
been " discontinued at the company's 
request, as they cannot continue to bear 
the expense of running it." 

Of course it is only reasonable. Private 
enterprise is not there to lose money; it is 
there to make gains. The moment it cannot 
make gains it <liscontinues its operations. 
But the railway service is out for the good 
of the people of Amtralia, and if you sum 
up the whole position, you find that the 
Government. as <lirectors, are giving con­
sideration to the interests of the people 
instead of increasing fares and freights and 
curtailing services, as was the policy of 
previous Governments. I am satisfied that, 
if any hon. member will only take the trouble 
to analvse the figures in,tead of just throwing 
a bunch of them at the Committee and say­
ing, "Take them," he will find that what I 
have said is correct. 

M1·. Pease.] 
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The main point I want to make is that we 
must bear in mind that the Commonwealth 
Statistician has found it necessary to qualify 
practically every statement he has made 
regarding the cost of raih\ ays, and he has 
made the remark which the :Minister and 
everybody else who talks about railways after 
proper consideration tlnd it necessary to 
make-you must not take the bare figures, 
because, if vou do, the only conclusion is the 
increase of fares and freights and the reduc­
tion of the number of men on the lines. 
That is the only solution. The Commissioner 
has pointed it out, and it has been proved 
by the inquiry ,vhieh is now proceeding. 
It was suggested 10 the Commissioner in one 
question that there were not enough men in 
a certain branch, and he said, " That is a 
cmnmon con1plaint in the raihYay service.)' 
And eo it is. Hon. members opposite who 
quote figures about the railways should quote 
also the qualifying Temarks of the Common­
wealth Statistician; if they are not going to 
quote those remarks they should lea vc the 
figures alone. I am satisfied that the 
ex-Treasurer realises that there is no way of 
making the railways pay under present con­
ditions, and that the only hope lies in the 
future when the lines under construction are 
finished and the population increases along 
them. Then the lines will pay. I invite hon. 
members on both side' to take the Commis­
sioner's report and go through the list of 
lines he has quoted as not paying. in tho 
Southern. Central, and Northern divisions, 
and tell 1 he Minister ,,·hich to close down. 

At 4.55 p.m., 
The CHAIR~IAN (Mr. Kirwan. Brisbane) 

resumed the chair. 
Mr. KERR (Enoggera): The hon. member 

who has just resumed his seat made the asser­
tion that the railways were the property of 
the people. \Vhile that may be so in theory, 
it is not so in fact; and in the administra­
tion of the Railway Department no attempt 
has been made to make them really the 
property of the people. We have been add­
ing to the capital cost of our railways many 
millions of pounds of borrowed money, and 
whilst we arc spending somebody else's 
money in the acquiring of these 'railways, we 
are showing annual deficits instead of mak­
ing provision by which the returns from tho 
undertaking will enable them to become 
entirely 1 he property of the people. It is 
purely a matter of governmental policy 
whether the railways become the property 
of the people or the property of persons 
outside the State of Queensland. The quicker 
the Government recognise their responsibility 
in this regard and make due provision out 
of the returns for the payment for the rail­
ways, the better for the people. 

Mr. DAsH: \Vhat do you suggest? 

Mr. KERR: Before I resume my scat I 
shall suggest many things, and I hope the 
Government will adopt one or two of them. 
It is quite true that it is my policy to criti­
cise the state of the railways as far as I can, 
and it is only possible to do so by making 
a comparison with the rest of the railwa:;s 
in Australia. One must recognise that this 
is a most important undertaking to Queens­
land. Nearly three-quarters of the loan 
money invested in the State is in our rail­
ways. In criticising the undertaking. one 
cannot forget its magnitude. and it is almost 
impossible to go into detail in a short five 
and twenty minutes. I want to point out 
that, in ro11nd figures, the people of Ans-

[Mr. Pease. 

tralia have invested in the railways 
£244,000,000 of borrowed moncv. For that 
money they are paying on the average 4~ 
per cent., whereas the average return from 
all the Australian railways is only 3~ per 
cent.; so that we are 1 per cent. short, which 
represents a shortage in the annual interest 
bill of £2,000,000 at least. Last financial 
year QueC'neland provided 70 per cent. of 
the total lo's on the railways of Australia. 
That is a deplorable position, and requires 
some explanation. It is not much use talk­
ing about a decrease of a few tons in freight 
or a decrease in train mileage and other 
thing-s. because those arc only minor factors, 
an alteration in which is not going to over­
come the difficulty. It is purely a question 
of policy; in a nutshell, that is the explana­
tion. The Government to-day adopt the 
attitude that it is better to give railway 
facilitic, as cheaply a' possible and pay for 
the cost out of Cunsolidf<ted Revemu'. That 
is the policy of the Government. To-day 
many members of the community are being 
called upon to pay a super tax to meet this 
deficit. I had to pay my s11per tax to-day. 

Mr. W. CoOPER: You arc lucky to have to 
pay it. 

Mr. KERR : Is it better to run the rail­
ways as a payable proposition, or is it better 
that the users of the railways, with the 
rest of the community, should be compelled 
to make up the loss on the railways by means 
of taxation? It is all purely a question of 
Government ·policy. If the Government 
intend to carry out the policy of giving 
railway services free, then that is going to 
be to thC' ·detriment of this State. Every 
reasonable person will admit that taxation 
in Australia has reached its limit. If we 
are g-oing t 0 have increased taxation, then 
that is g·oing to affect certain sources from 
which considerable income is derived detri-

mentally, and in the long run 
[5 p.m.J the whole of the Statp will >'UffPr. 

I am pointing out that out of 
tlw 1 per cent. lost on the £244,000,000, 
which represents about £2,000.000 through­
out the whole of Australia, the people of 
QucPnsland are bearing between 70 and 80 
per ccnt. of that sum. 

Mr. FOLEY : How' would vou improve 
that? ' 

Mr. KERR : If the hon. gentleman had 
been listening to 1_11y argument he would 
have heard me advocating- that the railways 
should be a paying proposition. 

:Mr. FoLEY : In other words-increase 
freig-hts and fttres • 

Mr. KERR: I am setting forth my policy; 
I am not afraid of it. 

lVIr. FoLEY: You are not gante to make 
it an issue at the next election In your 
constituency. 

Mr. KERR: The railwavs were an issue 
at my election. They are" an issue to-day 
throughout Queensland. The public of 
Queensland woul-d like to see the railways 
pay. I would inform the hon. member that 
80 per cent. of the revenue derived from the 
railways comes from the metropolitan area. 
You could carrv the whole of the agricul­
tural produce of Queensland free, and the 
deficit would not be vcrv much larger than 
it is to-day. , 

Mr. FOLEY : If you increase the fares and 
freights, you will close down half the country 
lines. 
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Mr. KERR: I am not proposing anything 
,of the kind. If the hon. gentleman repre­
.;;;ents a country electorate, he should agree 
to increase the fares in the citv so as to 
give better service on the cou'ntry lines. 
He knows that Fome of the country lines 
are not paying. and that some of the coun­
try stations are being closed. His argument 
is against his own interests. If he would 
follow my example, he would put in his 
spoke and say that the railways should pay 
their wav. an-d he "·ould then have an 
()PP.ortuni'ty of getting railways run into cer­
tain areas which now do not return sufficient 
revenue to make those sections pay. 

Let me quote the position existing in 
]\" ew South \Yales, which is a fairh- vast 
State, with raihnys constructed over a 
great part of it. I find tha1 the return 
from the capital invested in the :\ew South 
·wales railways is £5 4s. 4d. per cent., 
whereas the interest charge on the money 
is only £5 3s. 3d. per cent. :.\'ew South 
Wales shows a surplus on the railways of 
£84,000. and on the tramways £5.500. or 
a total surplus of £89.500. :\ow that the 
\Var is over, Ne\v South \Vales is beginning 
to feel her feet again. Last year was the 
best year for the ='iew South Wales r3ilways 
since 1881. Whilst we ftt1d that the past 
vear was the best year in one State since 
':!.881, we have to admit that it was the worst 
year Queensland has ever experience<!. 

Mr. \Y. CooPER: Do ,,on not think that the 
climatic conditions h~d something to do 
,yith it? 

Mr. KERR: ::\at verv much. Let me 
again remind the hon. gentleman that it is 
the metropolitan area in :\ew South Wales 
that furnishes the bnlk of the revenue. It 
is not the countrv districts at all. If the 
Minister will look" into the matter. he will 
see that what I say is quite correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR RIILWAYS: Thev have 
a smalJer area, bigger popu1ation, lesS miles 
of railway, and increased fares and freights. 

Mr. KERR: That is so. 

A GovER:'DIEXT :'vlE:IJBER: Their railways 
cost more to build. 

Mr. KERR: \Ye in Queensland hove been 
fortunate in having our railways constructed 
,.heaper than any other State. We have had 
our railvvays C'orlstruC'ted at an average cost 
of £8,000 per mile whilst in the other States 
the cost has reached in sonw cases £14.000 
per mile. 

J'vlr. PEASE: Queensland's position is due 
to dav labour and the honest railwa,· con-
f;truction \Vorkcr. ... 

Mr. K.ERR: The bon. gentleman doe, not 
require an argun1cnt on the question of 
day labom·~I am not going· to raise it here. 
T have perused the Commi"ioner's report 
\·cry carefully, and I find there a Rtatement 
with whidl I am inclined to agTee. I think 
that, if we gave the Commissioner absolute 
control and told him that at the end of five 
years we Pxpected the railways to pay, he 
would be quite justified in going- ahead and 
making them pay. c 

Mr. HYNES: That is just about as clear 
as mud. 

Mr. KERR: It is to the hon. member. 
The Commissioner in his report points out 
that, if the freights an-d fares had been 
increased to the same extent in Queensland 

as they have been in the other States Queens­
land would compare favourably with those 
other States. I am incline-d to agree with 
the Commissioner on that. 

In connection with our railways it is not 
a matter of finding say £20,000, but we have 
to look for £2,000,000. I could quotQ 
instances of where money could be saved in 
the Railway Department. There are other 
instances like that mentioned bv th" hon. 
member for Bremer. -

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. KERR: But thev are only minor 
dl'tails. We have to look for millions of 
pounds, and not a paltry few thousan-ds. 
l'ntil the policy of the Government is 
altered we are not going to get any further. 
I ask the Government in good faith to give 
the Commissioner the power to make the 
raihvays pay. I ask them to give him 
the right to place the railways Jlt the end 
of live ;·ears in a position equal to that of 
the other StateR. There is no gainsaying the 
fact that Mr. Davidson is a competent man, 
and he would make the railways pay if 
he harl a free hand. Then there would be 
a possibility of some relief in taxation. 
Probably we would not have a super tax 
imposPd on the people in addition to the 
ordinary tax. N 0t only have we a deficit 
on our railways, but we are also getting 
inadequate senices from the railways. \Ye 
m·o not getting a sufficient return from the 
money that is invested. 

::Vlr. W. CooPER: Tell us how much you 
know about the railways? 

The SECRETARY FOR .RAILWAYS: When the 
Hon. T. M. Hall came back from America 
he paid a very high compliment to the 
Queensland railway service. 

Mr. KERR: He mav have done so. I 
desire to deal with the question of the 
Plcctrification of tlw railway system. 

I have already asked some questions in 
connection with this matter. The Govern­
ment have no policy with respect to the 
electrification of the railways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That will 
not wduc'\ the capital coet. 

Mr. KERR: Cnder an electrified 
s,vstc•m there would be cheaper running, 
faster service. a saving of tin1o in the inter­
locking svstcm and signalling, and in five 
to ton YCar.c we ,,-ould be able to start an-d 
show a ·profit. I want to show that the Rail: 
wa.1· Departnwnt. notwithstanding the great 
lo~s. is r·ccPiYin~ an inadequate return for 
the m9nc.\- expended. In 1914, bdore this 
Government came into power. the Railway 
Dc>partmcnt hud a sufficient number of 
cn~·irws. carriages. and '' Jgons constructed 
to meet their needs. whereas to,da.v they 
have; not nearh· a sufficient number of the 
ncccssarv ,-chides to run the railways. That 
is a sta.tement that I !JOpe by comparisons 
io substantiate. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is not 
correct. 

Mr. KERR: If my statement is not correct, 
il·en we had too many employees in 1914. 
I want to quote some figures in support of 
mv statement. For the four years prior to 
the a-dvent of this Government 143 additional 
engines were constructed. The present 
Government in ei'ght years have only built 
seventy-two engines, or seventy-one less 

Mr. Ke1-r.j 
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engines were built in eight years than in the 
four years' administration of thc•ir prede­
cessorf-1. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They arc a 
bette1· type. 

Mr. KERR: It does not follow, though 
they may be a ne a vier type beca.use of the 
introduction of hcayier rails. Wh,· should 
\\"1.:! not p rogrcss ? ~ 

Th<• SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You also 
want to know the cost and size of them. 

Mr. KERR: I \Yill tell the hon. gentleman 
the cost, too. His arguments do not hold 
a grain of salt. Let me go on a little further. 
For th0 four years prior to the taking of office 
by this Goyernment eighty-two additional 
suburban carriages were built. For the eight 
.vears during which the present GoYcrntncnt 
haYO been in power only forty have been built, 
or forty-two less have been constructed in 
their eight years than in the four years 
immediately prior to their taking offic-e. 

Mr. GLEDSO~: Can you giYe us the 
crrriages that were rebuilt and repaired 1 

Mr. KERR: ~o. these are new carriages. 
For the four years immediately prior to the 
Government taking office 2,641 additional 
goods wagons wNe built, while in the eight 
years of office of this GoYernment only 2,253 
were eonstructecl, or 388 fewer goods wagons 
were built in the last eight years than in the 
foar years prt vious to their administration. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You do not 
see the point. \\' c do not want to comtrud 
wagons if they are not required. 

:Mr. KERR: But thn Government have 
built 1,200 extra mile•, of railways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ve have a 
n0w tyr:~ of locontotiYc. drawing hcaYicr 
\oadings. 

l\1r. KERB.: The loads are not hPavicr 
than in 1914. 

The SECRETARY FOR RilL WAYS: Yes, they 
are. 

Mr. KEB.R: I beg to differ with the hon. 
gentleman. Thcv aro not. There were 671 
additional coal ·trucks constructed in tho 
four years immediately prior to this Govern· 
ment taking office, and during the last eight 
years only 231 have been built, or 440 less coal 
truck~ have been constructed in the last 
eight years than \Yerc constructed in the four 
years previous to their administration. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Then there 
were the rebuilts. 

Mr. KERR: In the five years prior to the 
Government taking office, when money was 
cheaper than it is now, £1,963,992 was spent 
on rolling-stock, while during the last five 
years only £1,113.962 has been epent, or a 
decrease of £850,030. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Give the 
comparisons oYer an eight-year period 1 

Mr. KERR: I did not go into those figures, 
but I do not think that the figures for eight 
years will show much difference. In the 
five years prior to this Government assuming 
office £9,347,096 was spent out of loan money 
for all purposes as against £8,113,795 for the 
last five years. The difference in the expendi­
ture in the five-year period was therefore 
£1,233,301. 

I am sure that the Minister does not 
desire any further information from me. If 
my facts ·are correct, they show, in addition 

[Mr. J(.cn. 

to the fact e>f the large deficits, that thers 
is wmething wrong in the building of th6l 
l'if'eessnTy Pquipnwut for our railway;.;. 

The SECRETAHY FOR HAlLWAYS: No. 
::V1r. KERR : I have had several complaints, 

mot'l' Yerba! than otherwise, about the short· 
ag-e of trucks. It must be astounding to think 
tlutt in the last <·ight years the construction 
,,f tn·cks has been 50 per cent. le•,s than in 
the foUl'-year period immediately preceding. 

Th,• SECRET.\RY l'OR RAILWAYS: I have had 
complaints. too, and I have had special 
reports fro:rn rlw Con11ni~sionor showing that 
they are not founded. 

::Vir. KEHR: I haYc heard of these com­
plaints wh0n travelling around Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR B..uLw,;Ys: There are 
no grounds for them all tlw same. 

)./[r KEIU'l. : The :\linister must recognise· 
that there must be something wrong. How 
does this maladministration affect the people 
of Queensland' I turn with a great deal 
of pl asurc to the report of the Commissioner 
for Hailways in 1914, as it affords pleasant 
reading·. That r0port says-

,, During the year 1.757 appointments 
were made and 935 left the service, a net 
i nc·rease of 822. Some 3,000 men were 
{'ng'agcd on construction and other per­
rnatH~nt ·works.'' 

There wa·- a distinct increa.se in the number 
of Pmplo:;ees in that year. 

:\1r. GLED~O~: Over 900 employees left the· 
S0rYice in onp Y~'ar, lllO'st of then1 to go to 
the v:ar. 

:\11-. KERR: Yes: 935 employees left the 
se1'vice: and I say it is a pity that a good 
rnanv do not g<'t out of the service to-day 
an{! find oth r occupation. There wers more 
positions offering, and greater chances in 
lif0 for ·:onHg men and other men in 1914 
than there an• to-day. If a man is appointed 
to a Gon•rnm0nt position to-day he hangs on 
tD it for grim death, because he knows that, 
if he leaves the sen-ice, he cannot get any 
other job. That state of affairs has been 
brought about by maladministration of one 
kind and another, together with the large 
deficits. It i' a pleasant fact to observe that in 
1914 "-' Wl'l'C able to abcorh such a large num­
ber of men. a, it is in striking conh·ast with 
the l[gnn•,o for 1922, which shO\v a. decrease 
of 173 as compared with the figures for 1921. 
That comparison is one for all right-thinking 
men to refhd upon and consider whether that 
administration is best in the interests of the 
community. I have in my possession figures 
which show that in 1914 sixty-two trade 
apprentices were appointed in the depart· 
rnent. whereas in 1922 only one was appointed. 

The SECRETARY FOR li.AILWAYS: Take an 
eight-year period! You should be fair: in 
your comparisons. I have the compal'lson 
for the eight-voar periods, and they show we 
engaged mor~ than your Goyernment did. 

Mr. KERR: I will take f'ach year by itself. 
In 1918. forty-nine were appointed, and in 
1919, thirty-two. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Take the 
figures for eight years. 

l\fr. KEB.B.: In 1920, 139 were appointed; 
in 1921. sixteen; and in 1922, one. This fact 
should not be forgotten that in 1916 600 boys 
were taken on in the department. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR RAILWAYS: We engaged 
more tradt> apprentices than your Govern­
ment did in a similar period. 
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Mr. KERR: I accept the .Miuister's state­
ment, but I can hardly agree with it. 

The SECRET~iRY FOR RAILWAYS: It is a fact. 
I haYe taken the figures out as a result of 
a question you asked. 

::\Ir. KERR: In 1916, 600 youths were 
appointed to the ·department, while in 1922 
·onh~ se,~en appointments were made. That is a 
direct result of maladministration and the 
policy adopted by the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vo engaged 
more trade apprentices than your Govern­
ment did in the same period. 

:\h. KERR : I neycr ha·d a GoYomment. 
'\'lhy tell mo of something which existed 
rmun :vea rs ago' \Yhy should something 
bo tacked on to me that happened before I 
CYer thought of politics? It is unjust. I 
must criticise the policy and administration 
of this GoYernment when I think I am justly 
entitled to do so. There is no gainsaying the 
fact tl:at the position of our railways to-day 
is a direct result of the policy that has been 
adopted. If the railways were an industry 
of a.-erage prosperity, why should Mr. Steer 
go into the Arbitration Court and seek to 
secure a reduction of wages on the ground 
that the railways are not an industry of 
a ,-eragc prosperity? What is the use of 
creating the court to fix wag·es for an industry 
of ayerage pl'osperity and then allowing the 
GoYerJ,lment to bring in a department to 
undermine it? The judge in his judgment 
.quoted the statement of Mr. Steer that the 
railways were not an industry of ayerage 
prosperity. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member 
had exhausted the time allowed under the 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. M:ORGAN (Jiurilla): I represent a 
country electorate, and while I recognise the 
fact that the Queens! and railways are not 
paying, and are not likely to pay for sorrie 
considerable time, I consider that in many 
rEspects the people in the far-distant por­
tions of this State are paying heavier freights 
than they should be paying 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The hon. 
member for Enoggera wants to increase 
freights. 

Mr. MORGAN: We represent different 
i1~tercsb and have different viewpoints. 
(Go.-ernmcnt lrcughte1·~J That is so on both 
sides of the House. I am sure m~ery hon. 
member represents the interests of those who 
Ji.-e in the country, and thev must know as 
I know, that the person in the country pays 
freights both '';ays. 

Mr. CART~R: The leader of the Opposition 
ays otherwise. 

0\lr. }:IORGAN: If I produce in the country 
somethmg that has to he sold in Brisbane 
€Vorybody knows that I pay the freight. If 
I order groceries, wire, and other things 
ncce~s!'ry to improve my holding, those com­
mod>ile~ go to,~the country, and I again pay 
the fre>ght. Lher~fore, I pay freight both 
,'i·a.ys. I arn speaking from a country point 
of view, and I consider that if wo are going 
to encourage the settlm· to remain in the 
< otmtry, and not come to the towns we must 
do son1ething to assist him to rern~in in the 
c·ountry. 

The Government gives a vVestern allow­
ance merely to comp~nsate railway employees 
cutback for thy fretght th.ey pay on their 
goods--not to mcrease thell' wages, but to 
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all<m· them to have their goods carried free 
ou the ;·ailway. Jf it is a good policy-and 
I say it is; I do not want to do away with 
it-the rest of the workers in the country 
'"ho are not Government employees should 
havo fr0e railage on their flour, tea, sugar, 
and other necessities. lf a deficit results­
and it has been so for the last eight years, 
and has been made up from the Consolidated 
Hevenue-we have a right to make up that 
deficit out of the revenue, and so encourage 
people Jiying long distances from towns, and 
gi,~e them tho same privileges we give to 
thuce more fortunately situated, who live 
near our sea port towns. I am asking for 
the people in the country the same treat­
ment that i, oxtonded to tho people of the 
cities and towns. I do not necessarily want 
to penalise the city people. Why should the 
worker outback-the shearer, tho I'ouscabout, 
and the general farm hand-have to pay 4s. 
or 5s. more on a bag o£ sugar than does the 
man in the city? \Vhy should they pay 3d. 
or 4d. per lb. more on their tea, more for 
thoi1· oatn1eal, jam, and other necessaries, 
\Yhich are used daily? It is not right. Those 
\rorkers are our pioneers; they are opening 
up the backblocks of our country. 

Mr. HYXES: Do you know that there is a 
difl'erential rate paid in various districts? 

Mr. MORGA='J: There is in connection 
with some occupations. I recently mentioned 
that the lcngthsman who happens to be 
working between Brisbane and Ipswich does 
not reeei>e the same allowance as the man 
working between Roma and Charleville. That. 
is owing to the fact that the cost of living in 
those outback localities is greater. \V e all 
think that is a just thing to do, and I there­
fore advocate that we should do for other 
employees what we are doing for employees 
i"- the public service. 

The hon. member for Herbert specially 
quoted fig·ures with respect to passenger fares 
in the endeavour to show that the rates in 
Queenslrtnd are lower than the rates in the 
other States. A great number of country 
people may only use the railways once a year 
as pa<,sengers, perhaps only once in five 
years, but they are using the railways daily 
in transporting the necessities of life. It 
would be better to giYe them a reduction on 
something they are using every day of their 
lives than to gi.-e them the lesser advantage 
of saving 2s. or 3s. once every year or so. 
Ii you raise their freights, you arc going to 
penalise them. 

There is another m,ttter of national import­
ance. \Ve have arrived at the conclusion 
that we 'hould carry prickly-pear poison on 
the railways free, as it is a matter of 
national importance. Ie not wiro netting 
also a matter of national importa.nce? Does 
it not C~ssist the settler to keep out and get 
rid o£ the dingo, the rabbit. and other pests? 
I think it is right that the p00ple of the 
cities should contribute their share 'towards 
getting rid of theso pests. \Ye in the country 
are not responsible for them; we did not 
bring them in, and are no more responsible 
for them than the man who resides in Queen 
street. Those who have properties in Queen 
street are having their properties enhanced 
in value to an enormous extent, and the)' 
have a right to contribute towards getting 
rirl of these eountry pests by allowing the 
settler to have wire netting and other neces­
saries for pest reduction carried free on the 
railways. This can be done by paying any 

Mr. frlorgan.] 
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loss on the railways out of the Con5olidated 
ReycnuC>. 

:i\Ir. HYXES: Ami then the hon. member 
would come alon~ and criticise the depart­
ment because it -..~as not paying. 

Mr. MORGAX: I am not one of those ,,-ho 
object because tbl railways arc not paying, 
prm-ided thcT arc run economically. If ,,-e 
wish to encourage the man in the country to 
dcvel011 that country, we should give him the 
same opporlunitic;:; as 'Ye give the men jn 
the centres of population. People arc 
coming into the cities daily bec:1use they can 
get more luxurv and comfort there than in 
the bush. They' recognise that they ha.-e only 
a. cErtain time to live, and the:; desire to 
make that time as cas;; as possible. 

I desi1·e to point out one or two anomalies. 
I think that ''"e should do all ,,-c possibly 
can to encourag-e the use of the raihntys. One 
reason why the Commissioner is losing a 
considerable amount of re.-enue is because he 
charge,; ·exorbitant freights on certain classes 
of goods which a re carried on the rail ways. 

I quote 111otor-cars as an instance. Some 
people may say that motor-cars are a luxury, 
and that they can afford to pay high freights 
on the raih,-ay. At present motor-cars are 
not carried on the raihrays to any great 
extent. At one time on almost every train 
going out "\Vest you would see five or six 
motor-cars being con.-ey-ed, while to-day the 
trucks arc running empty. The department 
will run a truck up to Roma empty to bring 
back a few tons of produce. At one time 
these trucks 'vould carry motor-cars, but, 
owing to the hea.-y freig-ht on motor-cars, the 
people come down to Brisbane and take 
po,-session of their motor-cars hero and drive 
them back at about one-tenth the cost. J'\ot 
only does the department lose the freight on 
the motor-car but also the passenger fare and 
the result is the raihvays are losing a' con­
siderable rerenue in that regard. 

Mr. HYXES: Is it not better to tax the 
owner of a motor-car 1 

Mr. MORGAN: \Ye are not getting the 
freig-ht-that is the point. It is like putting 
a prohibitive duty on an article and pre­
venting it coming into the country. The 
Commissioner for Railways puts a prohibi­
tive tariff on motor-cars. and the man who 
buys a motor-car s&ys, " I won't use the rail­
·ways at all," and the Government get no 
revenue. A motor-bug-gy is put in No. 1 
class and the freight on same is 46s. 7d. per 
ton per 100 miles, but a motor-car is put in 
X o. 3 class and the freight is 89s. 4d. per 
ton per 100 miles. I cannot understand why 
a motor-buggy should pay so much less 
freight than a motor-car, because it has to be 
put in a truck the same as a motor-car. It 
is a well-known fact that it costs onlv about 
10s. for petrol sufficient to take a motor-car 
100 mile•, and not only does the Railway 
Department lose the freight on the car a,nd 
the passenger fare, but the buyer of the 
motor-car also takes with him from Brisbane 
four or five cases of petrol and a case of oil, 
and very often there is more than one 
passeng-er. Therefore, the Railway Depart­
ment loses the freight on the car, freig-ht on 
the benzine and oil, and also one or more 
passenger fa,res. I was reading reports from 
Canada and other parts of the "-oriel, and 
the Railway Commissioners all say thev 
wou:d soone"r have a large volume of Lusi-

[Mr. 1J1organ. 

ness at a low fn'ightag-e than a low rolume of 
businPs;;; at a high frcightage. That is the 
policy that shoLdd bo adopted. TlHl trade 
in n1otor-cars in Bri:-bane, according to the 
ag-ents, has increased cnormo::tsly during the 
last tweh-c months. Sales recenth- ha.-e been 
g-1·utt"r than at any prc.-ious time. 

}Jr. CoLLIXS: That shows greater pros­
twrity in Queensland. 

}fr. l\IORGA;'\: ::\"ot necessarily. l\Iany 
111-en buy a n1otor-cn_r bccans:J it is a nece~::;ity~ 
In thc \Yo,,t a motor-car is not a luxury; it 
i:-; j u~t as n1nch a neccss::ty as a telephone is 
a ncoessih- for a clortor. Kot,vithstanding 
the..t there ha been an cnorn1ous increase 
in the sales, on the railways we find that 
seldo:n. if ever, is a motor-car carried. I 
hope the Commissi-oner will take notice of 
what I say. 

Already figures have been quoted by 
hon. nwmbers on this side of the Chamber 
to disprovB the claim'' made by the' Govern­
ment that freights are lower in Queensland 
than in the other States. Freig-hts are 100• 
per cent. higher. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.UL\VAYS: Take cattle, 
sheep, cr-ean1, and agricultural produce. 

:Hr. MORGAN: It is well known that we 
ha ye a " to port " rate and an " up, 
countn " rate, and, if you compare the 
"up country" rate on these thing-s with 
the ratf-, paid in Victoria and J'\ew South 
\Vales vou will find that the freight on all 
the iterns mentioned by the ;\Iinister is 
g-reater in this State. During the elections, 
when members of the Government party were 
comparing tho freights in Queensland with 
those in 2\' ew South \V ales, they quoted the 
': to port" rateP) "-hilo the ''up COlU1~~y" 
rates ,,-ere more than double. The up 
country " freight on agricultural produce 
and goods of that description is 100 per 
cent. greater than it is to Brisbane. Then 
again the Minister mentioned cattle. Al-. 
thouo-h the freight on cattle has been reduced 
hv 30 per cent. in Queensland, it is still 
h;gher than the freight in New South \Va,le& 
and Victoria. but it must be remembered 
that a beast worth £7 in the EnoggBra sale­
vards "-ould bo worth £14 in Sydney and 
£21 in ::\Ielbourne. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Because the 
carriage is greater. 

Mr. MORGAN: We pay as much to send 
a bullock 500 miles to the Enoggera, sale­
vards, where it will realise £7, as the man 
who sends a similar beast 500 miles on the 
Xew South \Vales railways to Sydney, where 
it will r~alise £14. The stockowners can 
afford to pay more frBight in New South 
Wales owing to the fact that their bullocks 
are worth double what they are in Queens­
land, and in Victoria they are ''orth thr:e 
times as much. The late Secretary for Rail­
ways, :ilr. Fihelly, \vhen chaff was brin.ging 
£25 to £30 a ton, increased the freight, 
although it 'vas during a droug-ht t~eri?d· 
He said that when produce was brmgmg 
thosB exorbitant prices the Raih,-ay Depart­
ment had a right to get extra freight. .I 
agree "-ith him to a certain extent, but, 1f 
that is good policv, when chaff came back 
to £8 a ton, it was good policY to reduce 
the freight. If it was good policy to incr'.'ase 
the freight on cattle when they were brmlj­
ing £22 a head in the Enog-g-era yards.. 1t 
was also good polic;v to reduce the freight 
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buck to normal when cattle came down to £5 
01· £6 a head. 

The ::'E"RET.\HY FOR R\IL\YAYS: \Ye did that, 
but the other States did not do it. 

~Ir. ~IORGX:'\: You increased the freight 
by 6G ]Wr cent .. and then reduced it by 30 
per cent., leaYing the freight on C;uttle higher 
to-d,n· than it m.t' in 1914. If the GO\·ern­
wcnt, adopt the~ po1i(y of increasing freights 
wheu an i11clu:-:;1ry is Hourishing, they should 
reduce the frcic·hts when the industrv is back 
to normal. 1. want to point out" that in 
ma"y of the cmmtr.. place,, '"pecially in 
respec-t of n('"'.Y lines, the GoYern1nent are 
adopting a policy of putting the goods sheds 
too far awav frmn the railwav stations. On 
the .Juandah line, for instance, the station· 
master at the terminus has to travel from 
300 to 350 Yards from the station to the 
goods ·heel eYety time he wants to take out 
a parcel. He has to close up his office to go 
for the parcel and then run back to carry on 
his work. The mme thing· exists on the Tara 
raih,-ay line and in other localities. \Vhy 
cannot the goods shed be placed as near as 
possible to the station? The Commissioner 
has refused the man I am speaking of a 
porter. He is run off his legs. If a man 
\Yants a bag of potatoes or a bag of sugar, 
the station-master has to close up the station 
and run 350 yards to the goods shed and 
back again with the goods. 

~lr. HYxES: You arc looking for his Yote. 

~Ir. ~IORGA)J: I am not looking for his 
yote. This is one of those thing·s \vhich the 
hon. member for Bremer complained about. 
It is due to \Yarn of foresight on the part of 
the officials responsible for the construction 
of the lines. It is one of those things which 
they do not think about. as they have not to 
do the work themsel \·es, and they put the 
shed too far a way. 

~1r. COLLJXS: Do >on sav that this official 
runs., (Laughter.) · · 

Mr. ::\IORGA::'\: Some do. 
~lr. CoLLixs: You often complain about 

then1 going slo,v. 

Mr. ~IORGA:c\: \Ye ha Ye a number of verv 
fine officials in the Railway Department, bu"t 
we perhaps haye got some who go slow. 
All the same, an official in charge of one of 
these stations has to do a certain amount of 
work. even if he \Yorks day and night. He 
has his job to do. If it is found that his 
books are n~t properly kept and his returns 
are not furmshed, he soon gets " hauled over 
the coals," although he is working a good 
many hours. \Yhen these stations are being 
constructed, the Minister should draw atten­
tion to the necessity for the buildings which 
are necessary to carry on the work of the 
station being conveniently situated, so that 
the employees will be able to do their work 
quickly and efficiently. 

I also think that there could be a con­
siderable saYing m coal effected in the 
department. I have heard complaints from 
engine-driYers who have told me that a great 
deal of the coal they get from different parts 
of Queensland is an absolute disgrace. 
There seems to be no superYision exercised, 
and a great deal of the coal is only dirt. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is 
ridiculous. 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not wish to giYe 
names, but I could give the Minister the 
names of competent engine-drivers in regard 
to this matter. 

The SECRET.\RY IOR RAIL\YAYS: Tlwrc has 
been a gteat ~aying in coal in the last tweh·e 
months. 

~·Ir. MORGA:'\: I am pleased to know 
that there is a great deal of truth in "~hat 
I haYe been tcold. 'Ihc·w men tell me that 
there is no proper -=upel'Yision in tho n1atter, 
and that the men \Yho sell the coal palm off 
ahnost anything ou the departn1ent. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\\"AYS: That is not 
~0. 

Mr. ~IORGAN: I do not s:aml for anv­
thing like that, \Yhich is quite a wrong thing. 
In regard to coal, oil, fuel, or things of that 
description. it may be possible to saYe any­
thing from £1,000 to £20,000 a year, and 
that should be clone. Greater superYision 
should bo exercised in regard to these 
rnatrers. 

Another thing I wish to point out rs the 
shortage which exists in regard to cattle 
trucks. I asked a question on the matter 
some time ago, and the .:V1inister's reply 
showed that there had been verv few ea ttle 
trucks added to our rolling-stock, although 
th0 lines haYe been considerably extended 
during the last few years. Since 1914 there 
ha Ye been Yen few ea ttlc trucks built. If 
you ask the c'ommissioner to-clay to supply 
,-ou with cattle trucks he cannot do it. They 
han' been bookvd up weeks ahead. There 
are supposed to be very few cattle travelling 
Eow; yet on the \Yestorn line it is difficult to 
get trucks for the cattle, and vou have to 
book up ·omo considerable tim~• ahead. It 
cannot be said that there is a great rush in 
the movorr1ent of cattle. I hope the JUiniste1· 
will take notice of this. 

The SECRETARY FOR J'rBLIC \Y ORKS : \Ye 
have not the tonnage we had in 1914. 

:Mr. G. P. BARNES (TT' ar1cick): The hon. 
member for Herbert, when speaking, 
reminded me of a yoice crying in the wilder­
ness. ...1\.fter qqoiing a long list of 1·aihvays 
which were non-paying. the hon. member 
asked. " \Yhich s0ction of the railways would 
you close do,vn ?'' 

Mr. COLLINS: Which \vouJ.d you? 

::iir. G. P. BARNES: That is not the 
questioa The hon. member for Herbert 
explained what was happening elsewhere, 
and returning again to the position here 
asked, " \Vhat do you suggest?" It seems to 
me that it is for hon. members opposite to 
make suggestions w hi eh will tend to clear­
the atmosphere in regard to the condition of 
our railways to-day. I think it would have 
been very much more to the point if the 
hon. member for Herbert had explained why 
our railways are earning so much less to-day 
than they wore previously. If he had turned 
to the Auditor-General's report for last year­
-we have not been favoured yet with a 
report for this year-he would have seen the 
figures which the Auditor-General gi.ves for 
a period of ten years. Commencing with 
1912-1913, the Auditor-General shows that the 
deficit in connection with the working of our 
railways in that vear. after providing for­
interest, was £83.008. and in 1913-1914, 
£32.745. In 1914-1915 the railways showed a 
surplus over and aboYe interest of £48.651. 
In 1915-1916 the hon. member's friends 
assumed the administration of affairs in 
Queensland. and from that date things have 
g-one from bad to worse. Commencing with 
1915-1916. the first year of office of the Labour 
party, the deficit was £538,244, and the 

JJ1r. G. P. Barnes.] 
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amount gradually increased until in 1921-
1922 the loss in connection with the working 
of our railways amounted to £1,743,270. I 
have not given the whole of the figures for 
the intervening years. At any rate, taking 
in last year, our railways have shown a loss 
of something like £10,000,000. When hon. 
members opposite charge this side with the 
mutilation of figures, why do they not deal 
with the real figures which have to do with 
the management of the Railway Department? 
Why do they not attempt to explain how 
it is that a loss so stupendous as this has 
occurred in the administration of the Govern­
ment which they support? No attempt what­
ever is made by hon. members opposite to 
giye the information sought by hon. members 
on this side in that direction. 

Mr. PEASE: According to th0 Commis­
sioner's report, coal is practically 100 per 
cent. higher now than it was in 1915. 

:\Ir. G. P. BAR:\'ES: There should have 
been compensating business to provide for 
that con ti'ngency. 

Mr. HY:>ES: Freight, would how to be 
increa.sed if they did that. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Freights have been 
slightly increased. but in the reports for thL• 
most recent years there is nothin:.; i o shov; 
that anything has been done to make ends 
llleet. Hon. members opposite have asked 
tho question, " vVhat do you sugc:ost? " 
Members on t.his side have made suggestior;s 
again ,me! again. They agree >Yith the 
Commissionq,r for Railways, who puts his 
finger on the iruth accm·atcly and in a most 
<lirect way when he says-

" If the Queensland rates, farec, and 
traffic had increased to the same extent 
as other railways, comparisons show ihat 
our results would have been equally 
favmuable afier allowing for incre~sing 
our pro'·\)nt expenditure in the same ratio 
as the additional mileage which it is 
estimated >Yould have been required." 

'What we want to know is this: \Vhai hlls 
happened to account for the fact that we 
ha Ye not had the same traffic? There must 
be some reason. Neither fares, freights, nor 
traffic have kept pace with those of the 
other States, and, when you are heed with 
an extra cost for coal or any other com· 
modity, you cannot moot the position unless 
you are doing the business w.hich is necessary 
io enable you to do so. 

I want to quote some figures which the 
Commissioner gives. I am sorry to have to 
quote them again, but hon. mon1bcrs seem 
so indifferent to the facts as actually stated 
by the Commissioner himself tha.t it seems 
absolutely necessary. He tells ns that in 
1921.22 the tonnage carried on the Qrtr'ens­
land railways was 4,544.881. whilst in 1921-22 
it had decreased to 3,732,413, or by 17.9 per 
C'Pnt. 'rhat ie. onr reason \vhy our railways 
are not paying. Tho Commissioner tells us 
deliberately that that is the reason, and we 
oH this side want to know how it is rhat, 
with all the facilities wo have for oarrying 
[:oods, wo cannot show an inCl'Oase like the 
·c.ther States. The position shows a pro­
grecsive state of affairs in other States and 
a retrogressiYe one in Queensland. \Vhat has 
brought about the difference? One can sa;r 
immediately that we need to increase produe. 
tion and population-the two thing-s which 
are necessary to our progress-and, if a 
Liberal Government had been administering 
the affairs of Queensland, the population 

f"Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

would have boon infinitely greater than it is 
to.day, and they would have encourage•<! in 
L'vcrv way the increase of· production. There 
yc'u "haye our ans·wer. in perfect agreen1cnt 
with what the Commissioner has said. Let 
me compare the decrease in our tonnage 
with the increases in the tonna.gc carried in 
tlh• other States-

Queensland 
Xew Sout.h \Vales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
\Y est ern Australia 

Pcrcentnge 
Decrease 17.9 
Increase 21.9 
Incrcasr, 38.4 
Increase 36.1 
Increase 2.0 

Those flgures sho\V that, however n1uch \VC 

would like to do so, we cannot dissociate the 
failure of our production from the adminis­
tration of our affairs b~: the prc~,cnt GoYC'rn­
ment. It is no use their saying that they 
have done, or are going to do, a great dt:al 
to encourage settlement. They 'fla,·o been 
thinking and talking about it, and many 
of them have wanted to do it, but the others 
wculd not allow it to be done; consequently 
n,' Quecn6land railways have gone to the 
Lad by over £10,000,000. 

Kow let me compare the increases ir, the 
expenditure of the railways m the diffc•rent 
State&-

Queensland 
Kew South ·wales 
Victoria ... 
South Australia 
vYestern Australia 

On the other hand, the 
revenue were as follow:-

Queensland 
New South \Vales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
V\' est ern Australia 

Percentage 
'100.2 
109.3 
96.5 
75.1 
55.4 

increases in the 

l'crcenta.ge. 
34.5 
d9.7 

110.3 
83.8 
i\7.4 

However, the whole explanation seems to 
lie in the figures given by the CornmiBsioner 
comparing the percentage of net earnings 
with capital for· the years\ U.914-l5 and 
1921-22-

State. [101.1-J 5. 1021-22. 
-~------~---~ --------~-

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
Queensland '~ 0 8 0 13 4} 
New South \Vai·-·1 3 12 1 4 li 7 
Victoria 2 0 0 4 0 5 
South Auetralia .. 1 1B 2 0 1:1 'i" 
Western Australia .. 3 6 0 2 12 10 

\Ve need not inquire further for the ,.-by 
and th<e wherefore of the position. Tiro fact 
is that wo have expended £12.000,000 in 
building railways during the last eight years, 
and we now haYe an extra 1,000 miles of line 
but are earning less money t.han we did 
eight years ago. There must be some 
explanation. Is it to be founcl in the encour­
agement to the people to leave the land 
and join the city population? No doubt the 
high earnings in the city have brought about 
an exodus from the countrv, which has 
resulted in a lessening of the production in 
the countrv. EverY member of Parliament 
must have ·been ma'clc awa.re of thte position, 
because for vears he has been ha.-ing appli­
cations from. young fellows for references to 
this. that, or the other Government depart­
ment or the Brisbane tramwavs or some 
other undertaking, and, if he has inquired-
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as I haYc done in a nun1bcr of casc-=~a.s to 
why the~- ate leaYing- the land, he lws IJren 
told. " There is so mnch to be tll'tdc on the 
land and there is so much on the railways." 
And the trouble is that the railways put on 
n1en v h•. n they .c!Id not want them 

J\lr. Dc~sn:-; : \Yhere aru the YLW •.nt 
fa_::_·rn'~ ·: 

i\Jr. G. P. BAR'\ES: Thrl farms may not 
haYc bcconH-~ Yat-ant, but production has 
dl;e;rcascd. Enconragemt_nt should haYe bccu 
giYcn to the producer to put his boys hue, 
thc•re, and cYcr,:whore on the land, but there 
ha:3 btl?n no such inducCIUL1 l1t. 

During the rcraaining portion of my tin1c 
I desire to direct the attention of the Com­
ll!iitcc to sornc of lhc YOl'? i1nportant raih' ay 
Jll'O]Josals that are now eng-aging- the atten-

tior,, not only of the people of 
[7 ]J.m.J Queensland, liut of the people in 

the South. Indeed, the moYe is 
so formi·hble that it makes it essential for 
Queensland to look after her laurels, and 
comiclcr to what extent she must be 
influenced by \Yhat is taking place. One of 
th<' great lllOYes is in connection \Vith the 
Camoowc 1!-Bourko railway project. I think 
it is genera]]\ umlerstoocl that for ym·ious 
strategic purp~):'lCS and otherwise, and in con­
sidcra tiou of the interests of the Northern 
',rcrritory. the Commonwealth may lend a 
hand in connection with the construction of 
this line. \Ve are also aware that the Pre­
mier ha., spob•n on the subject, and g-iYen 
impressions reg-arding what should be done 
in councction '' ith these matters. 

The CHAHDIA~: Order ! I am afraid 
that th'' hon. gentleman is not quite in 
order in discussing the policy of railway 
construction under this Yale. He mav do 
that when the Loan Estimates are being 
considered. 

l\Ir. G. P. BAR~ES: If that is the case, 
I shall defer mY rema1·ks until the Loan 
Estimates arc be;ng discussed, when I shall 
ha Ye an opportunity of more fully dealing 
\Yith the question at issue. 

:ill'. HoBEH'If: \Ye ma)· not reach that Yote. 

:iir. G. P. BAR:'\ES: The matter is of 
such extreme importance that, if we fail to 
rc·ach that YOtL··, perhaps other means n1ay 
be taken to direct tlw attention of the 
country to what is g-oing- on, and what tttti­
tude Queensland should adopt in order to 
conserve her interests. 

::\Ir. GLEDSO:\ (lz;.n ich): I ha Ye listened 
n·ry attontiYcly to the remarks made bv hon. 
mPmbers opposite on this Yotc and to the 
rcawns g-iYen by them for the loss on the 
railways. Some of them haYo complained 
tha i there need not ha Ye been any loss on 
the railwa;·s, and that they should.be made 
to pay. That was the contention emphasised 
by the hon. memb0r for Enog-g-era. 
Immediately he resumed his seat the hon. 
member for J\luri!la rose and said that the 
railwa:.·s oug-ht not to pay as well as they 
are paying no\v) and he adYocatcd the carr\­
ing- free of a lot more goods, and io make up 
tl1e loss by a payment from the Consolidated 
Hc,-enuc. 

::\Ir. l\IORGAX : \Yha i clo you think? 

:\Ir. GLEDSON: The hon. member for 
iYarwick CJUotecl from the Commissioner's 
report, to ohow that the fares and freig-hts 
and the amount of traffic \Yere not the same 
as in other States. Thme \Yho haYe kept in 

touch wiih \Yhat is going on in the country, 
know the reasons for these thing-s. The hon. 
DlG11bf:r for \Yar\vick kno\\~s the reasons jnst 
as well as we do on this side: 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: I thid: I do. 

i\Ir. GLEDSO='\: It is absolutelY nccessarv 
f01 us sometimes to point out what «re tho 
reasons for the loss that occurs on the rail­
WCLys. If the hon. member for iYanYick haLl 
turned lo page 13 of the Conuni~.'-.ionPr's 
r(•port, instead of picking- out certain bits, 
he would ha Ye found these \cords-

" rrho SOVCnty-fiye l.Jranch lines IYhic}­
tend to increase il-o operat-ing co-_;ts, 
(HYing to their isolation. and cornprisc 
56 per cent. of tho m1leage, not on!: 
failed to pay an,,·thing- to-.Yards intprest 
on capitaL bnt actually cost 24s. 1d. tc 
earn 20~." 

" The Jo ., of £277.362. in ndchtio<> to 
intcrc.~t on ccq;ital an1ountiug to £Jl7.317~ 
nu1king R total los,s of £1,09'-l-.6i'J. go€'.~ 
a long W{l-:,- tov;arcls accounting for th( 
total dc!ioit," 

1 hat is the report of tho Commi"io:,er fot' 
Uajlwny:-> dealing with the l'Pa~mts for rhe 
lues on the railwac·s and their carninf,>. The 
Lon. mcn1b •r for Ilcrbcrt struck the Jlq il on 
it.s head during his speech. He sc1id th:tt 
fwrc 1vcre onl~· twd way of nwking 1_hc 
ra.ih\-n~-s r)ay. One of th(' \\·a~YS ·,\a::-; to dn 
y;;hat the hon. n1en1ber for Enot;gera ~ug­
gostcd~to put Ull the fares and freights t0 
t'EttbL~ the raihYays to pay for the Scr ·ic.:>.'. 
tlwt they give, and the oiloer ,_,_as so tc 
rc·dncc ll1c ·wages and the cmplo,·cc.s of the 
Sl'l'Yicc as to nHlkc it inefficient The Go·,-~nl­
n,ont ha Ye not adopted oitherof tho"0 wcthd•. 
If \Ye refer to the same report, '"" shall fine! 
v.-hat the Con1mi3sioncr has to ~aY in con­
nection IYith tho jncrcase of fn_•ighi s. On 
page 21-I am not going to deal \\ith the 
matiers ,;ealt with by the hon. mu"'ber for 
Herbert-wc are told-

" The return for the service rundored 
in relation to ihe cost of proYiding- it is 
a Yital onr from a managerial point of 
Yiew, a.nd I think I should ag-ain show 
the pre<ent relaljonship of QueCJ'S]and 
fflre~ ,._-ith tho~o of other railwavs ~s 
inclicatul in the follO\Ying- table ." · 

The rornmissioner then goes on to shO\V that 
in Qnocnsland the a1Jproxi1nato aYcrage 
increase m fare' since 1914 was 17 per cent.; 
in I\ew South \Ya.Ies-not 17 per c<•nt.-but 
66 per cent.; in Victoria, 48 per cent; in 
'Western Australia, 30 pci· cent.; and, when 
Wt: turn to other conntries. \Ye find that in 
New Zealand the incrcaso \\'fi' 25 pN cont.: 
in South Africa, 29 per cent.; and in Great 
Britain, 75 per cr'nt It is just as well that 
the C':ommi!tce should know \Yhero it 6tands 
in reg-ard <o other matters affecting :he rail­
ways. Hon. members haYe said :.iwt the 
cost of materials had not a g-reat deal to do 
with the ,;elicit The hon. membor for 
i\'arwiok sflid thal we ong-ht to g-cr over the 
cc.st of material~. Let us refer to the report 
and find ont what is the actual increase in 
ihe cost of materials during the period to 
wb!ch hon. members opposite haYe confined 
! bc·ir rcnull'ks. On page 33 of tht~ Con1lnis­
sioncr';; report there is e bble sho,Ying the 
cost of stores. This table shoe~ s ihat the 
increaeo in the co't of materials in 1921-22 
cycr 1914-15 \\·as-Carbide, 142 per ccnL : 
cement--0f ,,-hich tho ckpartment Llses iarge 
C[Uantiticb-50 por cent.: whito load, 92.-+4 
per cent.; raw linseed oil, 80.95 ]Wl' CLllt.; 

JfT. GJcdNJ1'LJ 
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gah-anised corrugated steel, 87 per cent.: 
galvanised plain steel. 92 per cent.: barbed. 
wire, 333 per cent.; fencing wire, 225 per' 
·cent.; telegraph wire, 291 per cent. In­
""' eases are shown right down the list, if 
hon. members care to peruse it. 

I wish also to deal with this continual talk 
from hon. members of the Opposition a' to 
'the a.dministra tion of the department. I 
ihave in my possession a copy of the ''Queens­
:lancl Times" of to-clay, in which is given a 
r~port of a meeting held at Ipswich last 
mght. The report says-

" At last night's meeting of the Ipswich 
sub-branch of the Returned Sailors and 
Soldiers' Imperial League Mr. A. Clarke 
said Dr. Ca.mpbell, of Durban, had been 
delighted with his tour of the shops, and 
had alt•Jrwarcls declared that, in all his 
travels, in Australia and elsewhere, he 
had never seen bigger or better works." 

GovER10IEXT MEliiBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. GLEDSOX: While on this matter I 
want to say that, so far as the work per­
-formed in th" railway workshops is con­
•oerncd, there is not a better class of work 
turned cnt. not only in Australia, but in 
any par~ of the world. (Hear, hear!) The 
-workmansh1p has been favonrably commented 
-on by visitors from all parts of the world. 
'That leads to another phase. Nearlv every 
paper that yoe~ pick up refers to 'n,ilway 
-di&asters and accidents in various parts of 
the wprld; I congratulate the Queensland 
Railway Department upon their recorJ ScJ 

far as accidents are concerned. I suppose 
that we have fewer accident> per train mile 
in Queensland than is the case in an v otiwr 
country in the world. (Hear, hear!) I 
tlnnk that reflects considerable credit on 
the \Yorkn1en E'Egaged in our workshops, 1n 
the Traffic Brancl1, and those engao-ed in 

-the Construction Branch. \Vhile hon~ mem­
bers opposite rrud others are lying iP their 
beds sleeping in safei v. those men are work­
ing day after day to' keep them in safety. 

GoYERX)!EXT :YIE)!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

:Yh. GLEDSO:.i : Yet W<' never hear one 
good word from members of the Opposition 
for the"~ men \Yho are doing such good 
work and are providing for the safety of 
the COl11l11Ullitv. 

:\lr. KrxG:. You do. Your statement is 
a.b.mrd. 

l\Ir. GLEDSOX: They never miss .an 
opportunit~ of decrying their own workmen 
:·1nd the men engaged in tho raihvav service 
in Queensland. • 

:\lr. KI"'G: That is not so. \Vhat about 
tlw hon. member for Bremer? 

:Ylr. GLEDSOX: I am not going to be 
dram1 oft the track. If the hon. member 
for Logan has his wav I shall be checked 
by you, Mr. Kirwan. • If he wishes to say 
anything on the matter. it can be done in 
the proper wa;~·. I think the hon. member 
for Bremer will be able to justify himself 
in his own way, and without the hon. mem­
ber for Logan attempting to do so. 

Thoro is a further matter which ;;houlcl 
cau'f' r0floction on the part of hon. members: 
that is ihe statement that 266,000,00C pas­
se~Igers have. been carried on the Queensland 
rarlwavs w<thout accident. This is on 
nccoun"t nf the IJxcollent work that has been 
-done-mainly ·ny the men in the Ipswich 
workshops. 

GovER)1}!EXT :YlE:IIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

[.ilb·. Gledson. 

•t Mr. GLEDSOX: It reflects great credit 
on the WQrkmen engaged in the building of 
our rolling-stock, of our engines, and in the 
construction of onr railwa v lines. 

Mr. CARTER: What about the lengthsmen? 

Mr. GLEDSO~: I include them also. Very 
oflen when hon. members opposite are sleep­
i~g safely in their first-class carriages at 
mght. these men arc working to preserve 
their safety--

Mr. CoRSER: We have not said anything 
against them. 

Mr. GLEDSON: And whenever tbev get 
the opportunity they decry these men." 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: ]\"o! ]\"o 1 

The CHAIRMAK: Order ! 
Mr. GLEDSOX: I hope that mv remarks 

will bring hon. membe-rs opposite to a 
realisation of the duty they owe to these 
workers. 

GoYERXMENT ME)IBERS: Hear, hear! 
JYir. CLAYTON: Wowserism. 

Mr. GLEDSOl'i": I am glad to see that the 
department have gone steadily along, that 
they are branching out in their activities, 
and showing that thev are alive to the 
interests and the safety of the public of 
Queensland. In the vote before us I notice 
there is provision for a Timber Bridge 
Inspector, a Chief Engineer's Inspector, and 
also a Steel and Concrete Inspector, and I 
take it that these men will be thoroughly 
competent for the work they have to per­
form, and thev also will contribute towards 
the safety of the tra veiling public of Queens­
land. Once again I want to give my meed 
of praise ID the men engaged in the rail­
way service from one end of Queensland to 
the other for the good and efficient work 
they haYe done, which has contributed in no 
small degree to keeping Queens1and as free 
as it has been of any serious accident. 

GoVERX}IENT :YlEofBERS: Hear, hear r 
Mr. CORSER (lVirle Ba11): The hon. mem­

ber for Ipswich by his remarks would suggest 
through the pages of " Hansard " to the 
more simple-minded of the workers that he 
was standing up in defence of the workers 
whom we on this side had attacked. Ko 
member of the Opposition has said anything 
but ~ood of the railway workers in Queens­
land. We have had nothing to say against 
them, and I challenge the hon. member to 
show one expression by members of the Oppo­
sition to the detriment of the workers on our 
rail"·ayR. 

Mr .. CoLLlXS: The hon. member for 
Mirani has accused them oYer and over 
again of going slow. 

l\1r. CORSER: It is all very well for the 
hon. memher to make these remarks, which 
a re really made at the expense of the men 
employed in the Railway Department, be­
cause they only raise the ire of those whom 
he is attempting to place in a false position. 
\Ye know that every section of Queensland 
is pleased with the facilities offered by 
honourable workers, yet the hon. member 
for Ipswich has been attempting to drag 
them through a dirty trail in order ID get 
kudos for himself at the expense of someone 
else. \Ve ha.ve every regard for the workers 
on the railwav who make railway travelling 
safe. I travei two days and two nights for 
many weeks in the year on the railways. and 
I have nothing but goo-d to say of the men, 
who do their duty faithfully. 
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I notice that the railway opening up the 
Daw,on Valley is to be advertised in Great 
Britain. We 'know that railway is to open 
up a. lot of country, and we trust that some 
day it will bring about the successful settle­
ment that it is claimed it will do. On the 
walls of this Chamber we haYe a couple of 
very pretty paintings of that country, which 
arc to be shown at the British Empire Exhi­
bition. I notice also there is another illus­
tration of Queensland's advance in the shape 
of plans of the Bowen iron and steel works, 
this picture being a blank. (Laughter.) 

The CHAIR:\1AK : Order ! I hope the 
hon. member is not going to discuss the 
Bowcn iron and steel worb. 

Mr. CORSER : I will say nothing about 
them, but I understood that the plan is 
nothing, too. (Laughter.) A matter of some 
moment to the State is the settlement of the 
"Cpper Burnett lands, which I do not pro­
pose to discus; here, but, allied very closely 
with the success of that settlement, is the 
railway which has been passed by Parlia­
ment. The first section of that railwav from 
JUundubbera to the Bnrnctt River-_::_ 

The CIIAIRMA::-J: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber will not be in order on this Yote in 
discussing raihvay construction. He may 
discuss that on the Loan Estimates. 

Mr. CORSER: I want to make a sugges­
tion to the Minister. On the last section 
where the settlement is to take place we find 
a railway bridge is required-at the end of 
the line croosing the Burnett River. 

The CHAIR:YIAN: Order! I would point 
out to the hon. member that there is no 
money provided in this vote in connection 
with the matter he is raising. He will have 
to raise the question 'vhen vve are dealing­
with the expenditure of loan moneY, under 
this Yote he ertn discuss the genera'! adminis­
tration of the Hailway Department. 

:\lr. CORSER: I hope that there will be 
money proYidecl for that bridge in another 
vote. 

The l\linistcr made a great mouthful of the 
fact that the GoYernment was able to show a 
saving in expenditure. He said that the 
expenditure was £334,236 less in the last two 
years than in any preYious two years for 
some time back. It is not a satisfactorv 
stat<' of affairs to find that, notwithstanding 
that saving· in expenditure for the last two 
years. 've still have a great deficit on the 
railwavs. It is not much to our credit to 
boast 'about this saving of expenditure of 
£334.236 "·hen we know that the retrench­
ment of 1,120 men bv the Gm-crnment 
brought about a saving' of £340,676 in one 
year. \Ye haYe really only saYed in those 
two yeays an amonnt which is not equal to 
the savmg· bt·ought about by the retrcnch­
n1ent of raihyav n1en in one vear. That is. 
not a satisfactor:.- coJ1dition o'f things. vY c 
must olso rPmcmbPr that there has been a 
saving of £66,000 in expenditure brought 
about by the system of pooling work. There 
is also a diminution in the conYenience the 
seni••e rendet·s to the general public. \Ye 
ha ye had a curtailment of the train son-ice­
a curtailment of the com-eniences of th" 
sen-icc to the country people. If a special 
!ra_in i~ asked for to-clay. a guarantee is 
mststcd upon before it starts. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAII.W.\YS: That has 
'been the condition for years. 

:Mr. CORSER: It has not always been the 
case. I have known cases where children 
hanl been brought down to the seaside with­
out a guarantee being aeked for. In criticis­
ing the methods of the department, I am not 
goino· to ea vi! at business methods, but when 
vou "curtail the conYeniences of the people 
you expect some saving to be shown at the 
end of the year. \Ye have had a curtatlment 
of com-eniences. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL WAYS: Ko curtail­
ment. 

Mr. COHSER: If we get a special train 
to-day, it will start at a. time conYenient to 
the department, in order to cross an ordinary 
train on the line, to save the expense of 
bringing a temporary staff to let the trains 
cross a.t a place which is not convenient to 
the department. All these things are curtail­
ments. \Ye know that we have not had the 
necessarv expenditure in connection with the 
preservation of our railway station buildings 
for many years. 11any of them have not 
been painted since this Government came 
into power. The depreciation on the timber 
in those buildings is far greater than any 
small savings which the Government have 
shown in the direction I have mentioned. 
If savings are effected, you would expect 
that the ordinary senices would be granted 
to the people. In many of our country dis­
tricts the railways are paying a consi-derably 
greate1· amount of interest on capital cost 
than they did previously. The Gayndah line 
is 'howing a better result in the way of 
percentage increase than any other in the 
State, but during the whole year we cannot 
g·et a passenger train on that line. ~eople 
have fo leaye :Maryborough a.t ten mmutes 
to 7 o'clock in the morning and an·h-e at 
Mundubbet·a, if they are lucky, at half-past 
5 o'clock at night. 

Mr. W. CooPER: What is the distance? 
Mr. CORSER: Roughly, 120 miles. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You have a 

very good scn-ice and do not appreciate it. 

:\lr. CORSER: If the Minister had to 
tra ve 1 oyer it once a '\ t!e k. he 'vould not 
like it. I an1 1naking a reasonable appeal to 
him to alter the policy of the GoYernment 
in this particular. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is not the 
policy of the GoYet·nment. 

Mr. ('OHSEH: It is the policy of the 
department. 

The SECRETARY FOR Rur.w \YS: Ah! The 
policy of the Commissioner! 

:\lr. CORSER: Matters of policy are in 
the hands of the Governm··nt, and they make 
i: a policy not to give a convenience to t~o 
people where it does not cost much m<;re. On 
the Ga vndah line there is a mixed tram every 
morni:rlg. \\"'"h.v not haYe one pa~senger train 
a \veck? 

Mr. \Y. COOPER: And make it a Saturday 
train'? 

Mr. COHSER: Saturday would be abso­
lute! y the worst cl a v-and I do not suggest 
any ·dav. That couid be inquired into. \V e 
know t'hat the policy of the department is 
io giyc n1ixcd trains on country hnes and 
place no value on the time of the country 
people, alth~ugh th<;re are fast train~ else­
where. A little adjustment would giYe us 
one passenger tra;in a week and save 
tra Yellers long tedwus hours on hot days 
sitting in the carriag·es-and not the most 
comfortable carriages at that. I hope the 

Mr. Corser.] 
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1\Iin istl'l' IY ill g iYC' ~on1e cons id era tion to 
these points, a11d nwkc aYailnlllc to our 
{'Olllltry people tt f'Ol1Ycnicncc \Yhich is in 
sorne \Yay in keeping \Yith that which is 
n:pcctc-cl in the citic·'·. 

Th Raihnty Department has gone through 
pcnod-, of fan1y Lla{l tTn1es, hut \YC \Yant to 
f,cel tl1nt \Yltt:n \YC get into pO\YCr, \YC shall 
fmd that the ruilc av equipnwnt has been 
kept 111 dud :-:tute of pr_:ccrYatinn IYhich i.3 
llPC ·;;:".n r:v in all GoYernnH•ni inst ltutlons. 

:\lr. c LEJJSOX : The prcc cnt l'ollirl o·.ctock 
\\-ill he \rorn out l){_fore that. o 

:\[r. COH.SEH: I think some of the cno·ines 
rtrc \1-orn c;ut llCY\~·· IIerc is :1 statcJnent ~~hich 
OJI]!('arorl Ill th'.l l'n cS of Cth April, 1921--

.. Stat•n1C'nt~ haYc been rcpeaicdlv 
11H!de thnt th·: rolljno·-stock ou th'e 
o.[l( .~'ll~land rai.h:"ays is ;lot generally in 
a:--. gcod a. COll(ht1ou of rPpah· as it should 
ht' .. It I~ kno1Yn that tPnlporar ex­
!>' cLil'l\t' ha Ye bcon adopted to dcai with 
2 11 {'J:;:~;encr;':-. ~'1.. deputation of tlw 

J~n.u;n~e-{_lrn·(:r~, Fircn1eu, und ('loaners' 
~\~S')~·Iat1on Intended to \Yait on the C'mn~ 
1111~:-;wlL r for ~aihn1ys to-day 1vith rcfer­
{'J~cr~ tn the dos1ng of lPaking loconlotiYcs 
IYJth. h~,;·.:;p llJQllur.: or sa\\·dust. Tlw 
~1·-.;ncJat.Jo.u. Wa:-'_ Ull\Yilling to tak0 anv 
l'l'~pon:~nbd1ty Ill the 1nattcr v.-ithou~t 
anthcmly ~rom tho heads of the depart­
ment. 0\Ying io the C0rnrnissioner's ten1~ 
P.Ol'QJ'~' absence fr01n oflicc, the associa­
twn. >Yas nnabln to obtain the desired 
anrhence. It is sta(c'd that when the 
bodt·r 1-l~.bc:--:. Ill 1ocoruotiYe.::> were found to 
l'P leaking, Innnt~n~ or prefcrablv saw­
dnst wa.<. placed Ill tiL' "ater an~! then 
fOJ·cc'd m to. an cl ·topped the leaks 
temporanh-. ' 

E that is tl;e condition of 0 · ur engrnes, 
natnrally tho~e \\'ho PXIWCt later 011 to 
a' sut~lc the re8ponsibi:ity of adnnni.;;.t0rino 
I he ~u·partn:H nt want to kno·w '' hv thcv ar~ 
not 1n a state of decent repair after ali this 
great C'xpendltnl'c on our rolling-stock. 
, The 8ECH£T.IRY FOH R.llL w.n>: Th.', arc. 

I on ought to know that. 

Mr. COHSER : I do not know from 
experience. 

_TJ~o SECRET.IHY F_OH RAILWAYS: The Com­
mls>Jonee has specrali:.· reported on it. and 
h~s cmphasJst'·cl that they are in a Letter 
stcttc .of repair and are more effective now 
than IU 1914. 

Treasury bcnehcs. The railways IYCr(' thc•n 
c• red for as smnething belonging to the 
people of Queensland. E,-cry indi,-idual 
11't{!tnbcr of the Govcrnrncnt of the da\' took 
a kiudlY interest iu the railwa•.'s, :1nd sG 
did the ·pe0plc of the State. Il i; a pity for 
us to in1..1~inP lhat Lc::a1be tht)ro is a Labone 

· 110\YCr, IYho do not to 
>Ye can a.llow the-e r J 

of dilapidation ancl 
that Ill\" rernark" Lt) 

.svirit in·~ \\·hich the: arc" 
ancl that the :\linist;r »ill 

i11to the rolling--~tock i;~ thi~, St:.Itt..'. 
hould rwl onh lo~k at the rolliiHT-,tuck ihn 

throne.:h . the Central i:lta.ti~n. but he 
,Jnld -~o iuio the lJnddJ1ock and : _~c- the 

;:;1 uff tlH~rc, and see if it i~ not ndYis:tblL' to 
Sl'lHl ~OlllL' of the paint (~1', of the ciJ-.•: to thc­
cr~unt ry to pn''C'l'Yl) thDu:'"and.s of p01:nd~ 
\H•rth of ro1ling-stock that }:::; for the 11;;;;0 of 
il1c great ruajorif" of llu_• 1"H'OlJJC--rho.·:U 
onbiclv the citY. \Ye lHtYO 200.0JO 
hr re, but lhcrC arc 600.000 1Yho an~ n 
~he rol1ing-siod\: that I ani rcferrlng to. 
T!~at rolling-stock o,honJd rec~iYC' attcLtion 
and Le preso·.·,,ed iu the interests of the whole 
~t<:t€'. 

:\Ir. l'OLL!XS: Y cry poor critici,m. 

:\Jr. C'IJHSEH: It all depends on 11ho ie 
aEal~ :3in~~; lt. 

:\Ir. CLAYTO::\ (Trill,, lJa,11): I would Jik,· 
t0 cqJress my appreciation of t.he effort'' of 
Jhc crnplo:.,ces in the Rn.ihva~ DPp 'rtnh~n! 
fnnn the C'onn.ni~"ioner down to the junior 
]'c.rter ,,nr] for the comiclcration that they 
lJCC>·c shown to mvsclf aml other liH 11bc,·,; nf 
Parliament who ·ha,-e traycJled on the rail­
\Vavs fr()lll tirnc to titnc. (Heae. lH· _l' :) 
There is not the ,Jightc't doubt t.har cYcr_ · 
conycnicncc i~ provided for the varriage of 
P1cn1bcr.', of l 1 arlian1ent, and \Ye appreciate 
that to the n'ry highe,t extent. It i• Yeev 
11h1 asing to note that there i.s an inllHDYC­
Inent in the: railways a.s cornpnrcd to the 
position tlH•y 1\'Cl'P in sonlL' tin1e ago. \Ye 
k1:ow that just a few years ago it was ncCL'')­
''<nv fOr this Govern1ncnt to con::Jtitn±c' au 
EcOnon1y Boaru, \\"hose duty it wa'3 to 
where thev conld sack n1cn and \Yomen 
the Rrrilw~y Dcpartrncnt. I a.n1 Yery 1)lC-1sed 
tn know that it is not n0ccssarv 110\Y to haY( 
an Econmn:, Board tra vcr<2ingv the railways, 
a11d that ch.·flation is not nO\\' taking place~ 
1 f political influence is removed from th<' 
Ha.ilway Devarhneut ancl yon put your tru;;;t 
irt the Com1nissioner, I have ~uffrcic''1i cnnfi­
dence in that Inan to knn1v tbat ho is:. going 
to run those railwavs lllOfl' cfficicnt1v than 
tLcy ar~~ being run ~lOW. Let me no\,, deal 
\Yith th0 train scryice in country di-:;:tricts. 
I t.bink a good deal could be done i.o a;:.sist 
1 he settlers on the Kingaroy line b:, giYing 
1hcrn better facilities for trayelling to their 
bnsincs~ centn'. I rccciYcd a letter ;d-da.y 
ft·onl a constituent of rnine who cmuplains 
cLout the delay occasioned by settlc,rs coming 
down for the >Yeek-cnd to their place' of 
business--}Iar~:boroug'il. ~-l porti9n of the 
letter etatcs-

" At the pr0scnt tin1c "·c hnY0 to go 
doll"!l to Th<'cbinc on Frida aftf'rnoon 
and WEJit there until about" 8 o'dnck, 
anJ then go on to }.lar_vborough, arriY­
ing there at 2 o'clock on Saturcl.1y 
niornjng." 

At 7.35 11.rn .. 
:\Ir. Dt'X'r,\~ (Gympicl. one' of tlH' pond 

of Tcn1porary Chairn1eu, rchO\'Pd the Cha!t­
lnan in the c:hair. 
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::\lr. CL-\ YTO '\ : I think the Minister 
should 1ook into the matter, and sec if better 
facilitic•< cannot be given to enable these 
scdtlcr, to reach their m:crket place for the 
week-end. \Yhcther the:;• go to visit Mary­
borough or GymrJic, somd,hing should be 
clone to enable thc•m to get down on Friday 
night. ill.--tead of haYing to break the journey 
at Thcebine. as dwy do now, which delays 
them in transacting tlw larg·o amount of 
lmsinh' tlw ha,-e to do. Another thing 
that ~trlkcs mo \Yhen traYclling ntl the line 
i~ in conncctiou \Yith the gc1ngs employed in 
the 1 n ihYa~.· ~.~ards cliipping between the rails 
nncl pulling out the small weeds that grow 
l!Jcrc. 1 am inclined to think that if those 
\\'l::'ds \\-c·n~ 11olsoncd 1 a considerable an1ount 
of labour · .. ·ould be sctvccl. The 11oison tank 
ccuhl be lbPll more succ.=-ssfu!Jv On .·,oalc of 
the ancl at manv of the stations. I 
"' ppo<o cost about '£ 14 or £15 to chip a 
~lation ynrci, ·whc•rca.:; it could be· d..:_1ne by 
tht• poisoning method, and ihe n1c11 could bP 
b< iter employed than thc>y arc now. I ,you] cl 
like the ~Iinistc'r or the Cornrnissionel' to 
gin' con,ideration to the dt>lav of trains in 
the :.\Iar: borongh railwfl~,~ Ptat'ion yard. At 
t lw prc'sc·nt time-I think this is about the 
ouJ. plac-e in Queensland "·hl'l'e it do•··; occur 
-the tmin is hc>ld up, and tickeL l\re chcckccl 
from Oll(' r•nd of the train to the other. 
:\othing o' that sort occurs at I3undabcrg or 
Uyrn]lie. I thlnk smne improYcn1ent <:ould 
br, efl'c,tcrl at Maryborough "-hich would 
prCYL'llt the delay that 110\'Y occnrs. \Ye hayo 
the ]lllblic bluc-kPd off from i.hc railwav 
station, and [ think the Minister could 
institute n ~cheu1c whereby tho tickets could 
be checked on the railway platform or as 
!WOJ.le l<·ne the platform. 1 hope that 
matter ill be· con si de red. 

Anothd· important matter that I would 
like to dc•al with is in connection \Vith 
tran•lliug stock. During the summer months 
wo c_>,:pr•ricucc great trouble jn connection 
with the traYclling of our stock, mYing to 
the f'\:Cf':·,~i n' hf'at. I have on occasions 
seen 8tock hnYing to be derailed at Crovdon 
Junc·tiotl and allowed io cool down b~fore 
continuing io traYel through the night. I 
uudcrstancl that in Argentina they have a 
sy~b~n1 wher(_'by they can give the travelling 
siock »·hat they crrll a shower-bath. \Yhere 
theY lun·c the showers thev can cool down 
the·' stock from one end of, the train to lhe 
otl1cr. and that n1enns great as~istance to the 
people who haYc placed th<~ stock on those 
trains. If the department would take that 
matt •r into consideration and do something 
on tho't'. lines. instead of the stock haYing to 
l1c rlC'l'adcrl and the dead ones pulled out, 
as has occurred on 111any occasious, they 
would '""'' a considerable amount to the 
pastoralists ancl the purchasers of the stock. 
I '"onlrl like to sen ,;uch a scheme 
it~auguratcd. It- would be a \Try simple 
matrer to place these showers along the line 
oo that the cattle can be attended to. That 
would aiel considerably in briuging the cattle 
d(l\Yll to our nHtrkcts in a better condition. 

The other day I introduced a dej>utation 
to th,• ::llini>!Cl' in connection with the con­
siructinn nf a line which is of the utmost 
IlC'('C~--·it:~ to Queensland. rfhe proposal \Ya~ 
the cnn·.tntdion of a railwa,- line horn the 
timb-'r connh·: of :\Iunumb.ar to Goomeri. 
L~nfonunatl'ly, o·wing to the large a1nount 
ot loan rnonc· ... ~ e:xpcndcJ, 1 hp" l\1inister had 
to turn liOIYn 'tiH~ roqncst of that deputation. 
I can as:·nrn th0 Con11nittee that it is of the 
utmost r:eu·~sity for the 2\Iinistcr to give 

consideration to the con~truction of lhi" lint:'. 
In tha.t timber area we haYo about 120.000.000 
feet of matured pine going to waste. I know 
that the Forestry Department is intent on 
getting this connection, so that the~- can dis­
pose of the Yery fine timber that exists thol·e. 
The department tell me that for ever:· tree 
thtti: is taken from that scrub, hYo '"ill grow 
in its place. .\!though the Minish'r has 
turned the clepubtion do»T,, I l10pc ho will 
reconsid0r the r11atte1\ bccaus(' it i:s of the 
ntmost importance to (~nccmland. If thc­
GoYcrnlncnt are not in the position to set 
aside 1nonc• for the cou~t rue tion ef this 
in1porta.nt branch~ H1e Tin1bcr 11erchrrni:s' 
Association in 1Iaryborough is prcp~rcd to 
Cfl-OTJC1'rtlf' \\-ith the Forestry l)eparhncnt, 
and ncgoti;:tl' \Yjtlt ihc CoYcrnn1cnt for the 
Luildiug of thi:-; line. The conslruction of 
thie ra!!wa;- hill alleviate the shortage of 
i im her that exists in conuection '"ith the 
~.L11~yborong-h n1ilh, and enable 1nany \YOrkers 
to be routinued in en1ployn1cnt 1vho n1ust bf' 
forced on to the labour rnarkE't in tl1c lll'a l' 

future owing to the shortage of 11inc ti:lJlJ.•r. 
I hope that tlw Minioter \Yill giYe (OJ,.:,lc·ra­
tion to the nuti:tcrs that I hnYc Illt'Iltioat:·d, 
and Sl':: jf sorncthing cann~1t be clonP TO 
Lring ~1bont inlprO'-'Clnent in the train 
S(·rvices to which I !u_lY() rcfL'rrcd. 

}\[r. W. COOPER (Roscl!'oorl): I han' 
listej_wd to the ('ritici3nl of hon. n1c1nbers 
nppositc of the adn1inistrahon of the railwaYs 
during the Just oigh' yE'<'trS, bnt I ha Ye yf.t 
Jo lr>al'11 that tlu'ir aclmini~tration during- the 
Pie·ht Y"nl~ tlH=--· haYe been unde-r a Labour 
G(;\'t'rlnlH'llf ha~ been any worse than thc-i1· 
fl(hnini~tra tio11 by prcY~Oll" Govenunent::;:. 
The charg<' has been made that the lark of 
all1ninistrntiou has brought about the e-nornl­
Olh deficits that haYc occurred in ihc last 
nine \'t u~. Ilon. u1e1nlY'r~ opposite haYe 
llot giYen any cau3c for thc~o deficits. The 
rnihntys, in n1~,· opinio11. slwnld 110t be parti­
cularly pi·o(H-c-arlling concerns. The \Yhole 
Pxpcn~o of the adJuini:-"tration of the raihvnys 
ancl the e-.:]''-'nses generally arc borne by the 
coinJnon 1 axpaye-r to a Yery large extent. 
]Hll ticularly tht- ,,leficicncic~ th8t ari~e. Thl' 
GoYr-rnn1rnt nrf' administering a Stato enter­
pri<P. aml the "·hole of the people lwo,r th,• 
d(_){icits. A:" 1 he hon. rrlP1:Ub0r for Ip:""\Yich 
pninicd cnli. there >Ore onl0- (\Hl mcthocls by 
whic·h tlw railwa0· can Le made to pay. 
One rncthocl is by increasing fares and 
freights. and the otlwr is b.\- reducing the 
,,,-ages of the 0n1ployee~~. The Govcrnn1cnt, 
at all C'\'C•nts, bclicYe thltl. it i.< absolute!:. 
nrce~·-.arv that PY-crv n1an \Yho \Yorks in the 
raih-. n,-sc 'houl<l at le' a'· r be ]J:Jid the full 
n•w:·rcl of hi5 inclmtn-. T haYC had an 
op]Wl'tunity of jucl(~in~ tht1 extent of lhe 
:"Yl11path~- metrd out to ih{' emplo;,--ces by 
Tor·.- and Labour Administra tione. The em­
ployees ha,·e bc('ll <'hargcd \Yith haYing 
adopted a go-slo--e policy. and the deficits 
haYe in a nWl>Ul'C been aitribntcd to that 
polic-y. I workecl in the RaihYn~- Dcpartnwnt 
from 1910 to 1912. The raihays from 1910 to 
1915 >~·ere iidministercd by what was common!·; 
known .a:c a Liberal Go,:crnment. I want tO 
'"-" "·it·houi' fca r of contradiction that I 
»~rkcd hardPr from 1915 than 1 ewr did 
under a LibPrn.l GoYE'l'Illhl'llL I haYe nl~o 
~rcn \' a~te taking 11lace that shonld not haYc 
iakrn plar-•. I haYc seen '"astc taking place 
\Yhilc tht) 1·aihYaYS \YCrt: adininistcrcd be.- a 
Labour GoYernm~nt, but it '"as not the f~nlt 
of the Adminisnation. 1 am quite satisfic'cl 
that the Connni"ioncr and the Secretar:; for 

Jir. W. Coopcr.l 
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Railwayo, and, generally speaking, the heads 
of the departments would not tolerate for 
one moment any waste. \V e know in big 
concerns like the railways that difficulties 
are placed in the way of administering the 
department. It is impossible for any one 
man or any set of heads to cope with and 
prev,~nt small waste. \Vhat we want to con­
'ider are th0 conditions that have prevailed 
·since 1914 as compared with those existing 
prior to that time. The Railway Department 
is administered in just as efficient manner at 
the present time as it was under the previous 
Aclministra tion. 

I heard the hon. member for \Vide Bay 
speak of what might be clone to alleviate 
the suffering of travelling stock. Something 
might be done to alleviatB the sufferings of 
stock travelling from the West and North· 
west by watering them on the road. The 
hon. member for \Vide Bay pointed out that 
in Argentina showers were constructed for 
the purpose of cooling the cattle down at 
certain points to obviate detraining them at 
certain places. \Ve want to take into con­
sicleratioil the conditions under which stock­
o\\·ners truck their cattle. It is absolutely 
necessary, for thB safety of the stock, and so 
that the~· may arrive at the market in good 
conditiol1. to· sec that as many as possible 
are placed in a truck so as to prevent them 
falling down and dying on the road. T~e 
hon. member for Wide Bay has not told thrs 
House that the trucks in Argentina are con· 
structed with concrete bottoms to prevent 
the bul~ocks getting down. The floors of 
the Queensland cattle trucks are constructed 
of wood. anrl immediately water was applied 
ir would make the wood slippery and cause 
the cattle to fall. 

Mr. MoRGAX: \Yhat happens m wet 
\Yeather? 

:Ur. \Y. COOPER: The hon. member for 
Murilla, as a 'tocko"·ner. kno"·s that they 
g-et down. I am not disputing w·hat the 
hon. member for \Yide Bay has said. but 
before his sugg<'ction was adopted there 
would havP to be an alteration in the con­
struci·ion of the trucks. It is unfortunate 
fm· Queensland at the present time that some 
of it' citizens have not got sufficient water 
for sho,Yer baths in their own homes, and 
if it 'vas 1;ot for mv electorate I doubt if 
the peo)lle of Bri,ba.IJe would g·et a shower 
at all. However. sonwthing might be done 
in the mattee of the reconstruction of the 
cattle trucks to permit of the hon. member's 
ougg·estion being adopted. If it is possible, 
the cattle trucks should be constructed so 
that the cattle might be given a drink on 
tJ,~ road. 

I ha1·o heard complaints made against ihfl 
C'mployet"· on tlw Qneensland railways. I 
ha,·e had the opportunity of trav€'!ling ove1· 
the railways of 2'Jew S'onth \Yalcs, Victoria, 
South ~-\LJstraliel. and \Yestern Australia, and 
o-f n1aki11g a co1nparison of the efficienc.\7 of 
the employees on those lines as compared 
with the cmployeps on the Queensland rail­
ways. I sa~· unhesitatingly that tlw employees 
cf tlw Quepnslancl raihnt) s stand out on their 
mrn. (Hear. hear!) 

\\~e can also congratulate the Railway 
Department on the absence of accidents in 
Queensland. \\' e have had onlv one serious 
accident to my knowledg·e, whic"h occurred at 
i\1urphy"s Creek. but that was not under a 
Labour Administration. That occurrerl dur­
ing the rei;,;;n of the Dcnham Government. 

[Jir. TV. Cooper. 

I happened to be one of the men who went 
to :i\'Iurphy's Creek with the relief gang for 
the purpose of clearing the lino after the 
accident. I do not say that the Denham 
Government or the Commissioner for Rail­
ways of that time was responsible for that 
accident. I do not think that they were; 
but when the accident occurred there was a 
certain amoqnt of negligence on the part of 
the officers who were sent to the scene to 
supervise the clearing away of the wreck. 
The railways of Queensland are one of the 
largest of our State enterprises. 'Ve have to 
consider whether the Government have done 
all that it is possible for any Government to 
do to make the system proficient. In my 
opinion that has been done. \Ve have to 
realise that we have a certain amount of 
deficit, but we have to take into considera­
tion the conditions prevailing during the 
last eight years under a Labour Administra­
tion. I sa v without fear of contradiction 
that no Go~·ernment ever passed through a 
more strenuous time or had more difficulties 
to contend with than have the Labour 
Government, and the Railway Department 
has consequently been handicapped. We have 
had droughts, the war, the increase of prices, 
and the amount of railways that have been 
constructed; we have also had the additional 
wages that were absolutely necessarv to give 
the employees of the Railway Department 
reasonable living conditions, and we have 
had a hostile Federal GoYernment. \Ye had 
all those hostile conditions to contend with. 

\Ye have to consider that the railwavs 
are a State enterprise. ancl that the whole 
of the reople have to bear the responsibility 
of any losses that may be incurred through 
them. If we attempted to make the rail­
ways pay, we should either haYe to increase 
the fares and freig·hts or to reduce wages. 
What would hap)Jen 1 In another ten or 
twenty years the children of the pioneers of 
this great State would come along· •vithout 
any responsibility at all and would reap 
th~ hpnent while ihe present taxpayer would 
hare borne the whole of the burden. I 
Lwlic,·c that posterity should pay a fair and 
reasonable share of the burden of taxation. 
Let us say that Queensland is in a state of 
clevPlopment, and, while in that state. the 
people hCJ"c ar0 responsible for anv C!cficits. 
\Vo should not make a section of the people 
shouldN this burden. nor should 've attempt 
to iax ourselves into prosperity. 

:\Ir. \YAHRE?\ (Jlurrumb"): I have come 
to the condmion that the last speaker has 
proved that the Govel'll!lJent had ,.,·cry con­
tingPury against thcn1. 

:'dr. {'.\RTER: Th0v han' had thL' Opposi· 
tion a p:ai1w1 thcn1. · 

:\h. \V.\P~RE:'\: In fact he com·inc0rl me 
ihat the _-\!might,· was against them. Ther~­
foro the woner the.\ pull out the better 1t 
will l>e for Queensland. Tht> Goyernment 
during this time of clenrossion have derived 
from taxation more revenue than anc other 
Govommcnt that existo·d in Queensland. 
\Vhat has been bad 1 The JWOple may have 
mffe1·ed-and thev ,,.ill alwavs ,uffer while 
theY are yictimis.ed bv a ba"cl business Go­
YPl"llnll'nt. It is of "no use blaming the 
Almighty. the ·ch·ought, and eYPrything else. 
when we know that the failure is due to bad 
business methods. Some hon. ·gentlemen on 
the oil10r side have conclud!'cl. hecaus0 nobodv 
on this side of the House said anything 
about the worker. that we thoug·ht the 



Supply. [~6 SEPTE)TBER.] Supply. 1291 

worker was a bad individual. Thev there­
:upon set up an " Aunt Sally " and forthwith 
knocked it down again themseves. If the 
Government are satisfi.;d with the railways, 

·thev are very easilv satisfied. If Govern­
ment members are satisfied. I consider that 
·they are tame rabbits. I am not satisfied, 
and I desire to say that the people of Queens­
'land are not satisfied. (Government dissent.) 
I represent a constituency which is near 
Brisbane and is connected with the city by 
rail; but even at so close a distance to the 
city we have serious drawbacks to contend 
with so far as the milwavs are concerned. 
'There are many things to consider at this 
juncture. It would be wise if the Govern­
ment, instead of taking great credit and 
saying that they have done a wm>derful 
thing in connection with the railways, a~ted 
'like business men and considered what mtght 
best be done. Nobodv wants the Government 
to impose taxes in order to make the rail­
ways pay. It is quite true that the railways 
should not pay. ·we do not expect them to 
pay. 

Mr. CmTER: Then what are all thooe 
tears for? 

Mr. WARREN : There are no tears, but 
I could weep for Queensland ; there is no 
question about that. 

:Yir. CosTELLO: Hear, hear ! 
:vir. CARTER: Yo11 are always weeping. 

Mr. WARREN : Thev w10uld be tears well 
spilt when we conside~- what a deplorable 
condition Queensland is in under the admin­
istration of a Labour Government. No man 
in his senses would sav that the State rail­
'nys ought to pay, Xo co-operative com­
pany shculd pay. They are not there to 
pay, but they ourrht to clear expense".,. and 
they ought to be t·un on businesslike lmes. 
I do not wish to make a comparison. because 
-con1parisons are not a I ways 'visc or applic~ 
able; but, if you go to :'\e•v South \Vales 
at the present juncture. you will see steel 
trucks and steel wagons--

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL WAYS: The.-· ha.-c 
2.000.000 people and a less milcag·e of rail­
ways than we han'. 

:Yir. WARREN : Even if we had not a 
quarter of the population we should have 
up-to-date roliing-stock. 

A GOYERK}IExT ::Yb)IBER: \Ye have. 

Mr. W"\RRE:'\: The hon. member >vho 
savs that either does Eot know or does not 
ca'i·e. A considerable quantity of wheat is 
handled in J\"ew South \Vales. and the bulk 
of that >vheat, I am informed bv the General 
·Traffi<' Manager for New Sot;th \'\'ales. is 
brought in in steel trucks. \Ye arc building 
bridges of reinforced concr<'te. not because 
they are better or cheaper than wooden 

'bridges, but because they will last longer. \Yhy 
do we not copy the Southern States. and 
have stool '\Yagons? It is a good business 
proposition. and it would save money in 
e.-ery way. \Ye han' already had the 
-example set us. 

One thing I haYe been impressed >Yith dur­
ing this debate has been that the Commis­
sioner's ·department is •blamed for ever_-;· 
mistake that has been made, >vhile every 
little credit is attributed to the Go.-ernment. 
(Laughter.) That is the act of a small­
minded individual. I am confident that, if 
the Commissioner were gi.-en the manage­
ment of the Qurcenslancl railways, he >vould 

manage them satisfactorily, but he is not 
given that latitude. 

:Mr. CARTER: Who has the management 
of the railways? 

Mr. WARREl\: Ko doubt politicial influ­
ence is responsible for landing us In our 
present position. 

Mr. CARTER: It is a yery fortunate one! 

Mr. vVARRE'-": The hon. member does 
not speak plainl_y .. Wh~n )le learns to do so 
I will answer hts mterJechons. Th';' r~spon­
sibilitv is not with the workers; It IS not 
with the rollino--stock; it is with the mana&e­
ment of the r';;ilways; and, if _the Coqtmts­
sioner is responsible-I am qmte _conn~ce_d 

that he is not responsible-It IS 
[8 p.m.l the duty of the Government to 
· produce a man who can :un ~he 

railwavs in such a way that they Will g1ve 
satisfaction to the people and wil) save t~is 
enormous loss every year. I ask m all fall'­
ness, can any country stand these enormous 
losses vear after year? \V e know perfectly 
well th-at it is only putting off the evil day. 
Can the Minister claim that we have an up­
to-date railway system? 

Mr CARTER: Yes. 
Mr. WARREN: If he does claim that, he 

is claiming something that is not correct. I 
claim it is not an up-to-date ratlwa:y system. 
Even shire councils have had to bmld tram­
way feeders to our main r~il_VI:ays. This 
work should b- the responsibility of the 
Gon'rnment. I do not say that these tram­
wavs are not carried on in a proper \vay, 
but, although they are only short lines,_ there 
is not the loss on these tramways that IS sus­
tained on the general railway system of 
Queensland. This pro.-es that they must be 
run on more businesslike lines. The people 
.,-ho run the,_, tramways have to pa:-' award 
rates. One hon. member opposite, w1th tears 
in his eves and swelling in his throat, told 
us about the \Yonderful increase i? wages. 
I admit there has been an increase m wages, 
and I quite agree that that increase was 
absolutelv essential on a<·•count of the Increase 
in the co.st of living; but are the railwaymen 
am· better off to-dav? The purchasing value 
0 ( th0 £1 is not as .. great to-clay as it was in 
pre-war days, and these men arc not one whit 
better off. I am not gomg to sa0 that the 
Govc•rnment would be doing right if they 
were to reduce wao-es when the cost of living 
i;; as high as it is ;t the .present time; but in 
receivino- that increase m wages the worker 
i3 no better off than he "as previously. While 
the people in the country would like to sec 
a reclu< tion in the cost of carrymg goods to 
and frcm the country, at the same time we 
cannot expect, while the railwa.) s ar_o "gone 
a million," to have our goods earned a~ a 
lower rate. As the hon. member for Munlla 
said, the people in_ the _country have to pay 
both >va vs. That IS qmte true. That 1s to 
sav, the. land has to pay all the time. vYe 
sh~ll have to make conditions in the country 
more attractive, as no doubt the country 
conditions in Amcrjca, Canada, and Kew 
Zealand are more attractive. \Ye can only 
make conditions in the country through om· 
railwavs. \Ve have a wonderful country, 
and ,\-e have many attractive places in 
Queensland, and it ·should be the duty of 
the Go.-ernment, and particularly of the 
Railwav Department, to cater for the country, 
and thcv should be prepared to face this 
question in a busine,slike manner and. put 
the right man forward to conduct the busmess 

Mr. Warren.] 
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of thi~ ~rcat concern. \'-,:--hen "·e consider 
that >Ye have onr £50.000.000 invested in our 
railwa~·s we sec at om' that it is a .-cry big 
(·oncent I '"-oald 8trongl:v urge the GoYern­
ment to face the proposition and not patch 
ihc matter up. because it will haYo to be 
faced some time or another. Until tho people 
li,-iHg away from the city are catered for by 
our l.l ilwa.c·s better than they are at the 

time. life ln the countr.) is not going 
bP so enjoyable, <'Yen \\ ith all the modern 

as it is iu the citv. If the 
d0sirc to increase the~ attractiYc-

llC~s of country they \Yill do son1cthing 
for us through the railways. 

;,rr. KELSO [Tundalt): I think it is only 
fair that the Minister shoukl fall into !in 
with other l\Iinistors ancl render a statement 
of his Pxpcn:-~~'S incurred during tho last ~-car. 
Ea{·h ::Vlinist('r so far has giYon dclans of 
hi .• expenses. and l would sugg st to the 
Secretary for H.aihn.ys that he give his 
l''· pcnsc~J lH~forc the debate is closed. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.ULWAYS: I will gin~ 
tlH'nl at onec-pc'r>Onal expenses, £211; 
''' ;,cPll a ncous expenses. £302. That includes 
car hire and the Pntertaining of guests at 
1h0 O]>Clling of Jll'W liues and turning the first 
so cl··. 

;1,.11". KELSO: Thank vou. It is regTottablc 
that W•o have not the Commissioner's report. 
The Minister explained the reason >Yhy. but 
hon. IYlcmbcr::-1 an.1 nnder a certain disadYall­
tag-e in discussing these Bstirnat.es beC'ause of 
the fact thai \\'C han' not the detailed infor­
Jnation which is giY(1 ll in the r('port. The 
whole of ihe argunwnt so far has boon as to 
wh, the railwa:·s do not pay and have not 
pn.id for some :< _ars. Hon. members on the 
oppnsitl~ side have f'Xplain£'d, to their own 
sa tisfactiorr, >vhy the railways do not pay; 
but hon. mrlllbers on this sicle can hardlv 
follow tlwir argument when you considei· 
that the' larg·ost business that. the State 
handles has been losing on an a vcrage over 
£1,000,000 a year, until the deficit for the 
last oig·ht vears has reached noarlv the 
£10.000.000 ;nark. Surely during the" eight 
year~ ihe Government must have put on their 
cons1denng c:ap to see T\ hether it is not 
possible to bring the expc11diture more within 
the limits of the receipts. It is true that we 
cannot at thP present time conduct this huge 
businC'~s as an ordinary 11usincss concern. It 
is the settled policv that the railwavs must 
develop the country; still, at the san1o time. 
it is possible to look into the matter to find 
ouf \Yhere the l0aka~e:;; arc. ~rhere must be 
some leakages. If some groat corporation is 
r~u1ning a big business, -those n1anaging it 
<llssect iho figures and find out where the 
leakage is, and in nuLnv rases theY come to 
th couclnsion that certain departments arc 
not paying. Perhaps they increase th.e price 
of then goods tf thev can. or thov c!Jminate 
some of those departments. I ani not g·oing· 
'ro advocate that, because there ar~ railwavs 
iu. the country which are not paying, tho;c 
rali>vac·s should be closed up. For good or 
eYJI. mauy of thos€' railways ha.-e been built 
m places where it is not possible to get a 
d~'cr2nl . reyenue for n1any years to come. 
One m1_ght say that in proportion to the 
popnlatJOn we have too many miles of rail· 
\Yay at the present time. The question is how 
to make them pa"·· The hon. member for 
~osowood has repeated. >rhat we have heard 
tmoe and again. that there are onlv two wavs 
to make the railways pay-that y;u can oniv 
make them ]JaY by increasing freights and 
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farr:~:., or ~·ou 111n~t deflate a large nun11Jcr­
of the cn1ployc·c:3 I do uot adTocatc dcfla­
t ion. lmt I 1vant to offer another solution 
to·niv;ht \\·hich I think the Go.-ernmcnt 
have .Dot L.kt1 11 as scrious1v as thcv 
ought to do. \Ye h ,'.Call the facilitie', 
for settling a larg·c po;mlation in Qu onsland, 
and I do not think the GoYernmcnt for the 
past fe1\· ~:cars hnYe taken seriously into 
account the que,stion of in1migration. \Ye: 
lHlYC acres here 1vhich '' ould can·\ n1illions 
of pC'Olllr..~. and IY(' \Yant lo kno\v 1\. hy it is that 
these millions uf people cannot come tc 
quoendancl. 

The TE:11PCIHAHY CHAIH.l\IAi\: Onl' ,. ! 
The hon. 111Prnh0r is not in order in dealing 
1 lth the! que:-;tiou of in1n1igration. 

:\fr. KELSO: I '""' trying to connect that 
np b~· ~a:·i11~ that. if you arc trying to soh-c 
!he diffiC'ult:c:3 of rna.king the raiJ·wa.v~ pay, 

oudrt to look at all aycnucs b·:, \Vhich it 
pns~·iLlc 10 incrcast\ the rcvcnnC, and one 

cf the -nrcst way of doiJJg so is to brin'.:.~ 
population hrrc·. I-IcnYCYCI', if I cannot 11ursne 
that linE> of arg·unwnt. I :-;hall ha Ye lo lc:ayc h. 
It ha."' Lccn su·~~~l1 -:-i 0d Ly hotL 1110n1bt1r~ OJ J]lO­
Eitc tha ~ it does 110t rnaticr tvhcthcr the 
t .ih.-ny' pay or not-that they arc a f(l"Oat 
dl'Yolopnwutal m·"et io the State and belong 
to thr• !'JL'oplc, and if thcro arc an~,· deficits, 
they have to be jJoid by the people. I would 
a'k tlw :\linister to fJ!low tlmt to its logical 
rondn.si(~ll. If he take.:: the ~tand thq,t the 
railwa~''-' arc a gr0at nn6ona1 utili~·.v, then 
\\hy chargt\ ,~uy frl'ights or fares at a~l ·: 
\Yh.~T 1101' alJov.: ally ]ll'J'SOll in the COTI11l1Ullliy 

to ride free on the tralns '! '\'\h:~: not n~1:1kl-l 
ir pos-..ible for any n1c·rchant lo send hi.3 
[:ood;;:, or nn:, Ltrn1er to send his ~tuft on 
1 hc rail·.,·ays. frr'<' of charge, and dcfra.v the 
cu't out of the Consolidated Revenue? If 
tl1e helD. gentleman followed that out logic· 
nlly, he '";oulcl ai once see that by piling- up 
a huge deficit you would he putting the Stare 
in a Ycr:·: awkwanl poBition financiall;"·· \Ye 
rnust rP:1H1 tnbcr tha.t in order to build rail­
wa vs ·we n1u~t borrow 1nonPv. \\"hen "\\8 
bo1:l'O\Y n1oile,·, in rnost rases -\ye have to go 
fo the Londo~l nHHk:et. The financiers tlwrt• 
lnok into the conditions {)f L-nch State. and 
tLov \rill irr1n1C'diat('h· sa,·, '' HC're i:, a State 
wh]ch is Jlrepared to b~rrow nll the money 
\· e can lend thcn1; but we cannot RCO lhat 
the·: arP rnaking a bu~incss proposiLion of 
their affair:-;. as they ha,·c big deficits." 

The SECRETAHY FOR rcBLIC LAXDS: Do you 
}'{ allv bclicYc the financier::o ..sav that when 
you ~arc LolTO"\Ying n1oncy '? 

:\Ir. KELSO: l >Yish ihc hon. ger,tleman 
'iYoulcl al1o1v 1n0 to develop rny arg-un1cnt. 
If he dor's. I will giye him some information. 

The ;',r:cRLT.\RY FOR RAILWAYS: He has only 
intcrjcrtccl once. 

1lr. KELSO: That is quite enough. 

ThP SECRETARY FOH PcBLIC \VORhS : Y Olt 
intcrj(<'t a lot yourself. 

:\Jr. KELSO: S{) doc.s the hon. genileman. 
Lt't me asstmte that the whol<' cost of the 
1ailway~ i-; Lorne bY the Consolid·1tec1 
Re,·onne. In that case the in(;ome tax would 
hn...-e to b0 increased Yery largely. The effect 
c f incrca~ing- the incon1c tax 6o largclv i;;; 
!·.he real r<:ason why at the prf'-,cnt tin1 
indnstrlc·s arc not bcin,!? established in the 
S1 ate as they ought to be. 

The SECRETARY FOR H..ULWAY~: \\'hose 
:'pecch ?re you rcpl~, ing to now? 
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JY1r. KELSO: I am making my own speech. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: But vou 

ta !ked about the :\Iini,ter advoca ring free 
:raihvays. 

At 8.15 p.m., 
The CHAIR;\IAX OF CmunTTEES (:\Ir. Kinnlll, 

Brisbane) resumed the chair. 

Mr. KELSO: I die! not do that: the 
1\iiinister has misunderstood n1v l'('U1a.rk:-:. 
Hon. mcn1bera opposite claim rh~u it doc.'3 
.J!(ot matter w,hat the deficit i>. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW.\Y~: They do not 
,a:: that. 

Mr. KELSO: Hon. members opposite have 
- ssun1ed that it rcallv .doL'S not ntatrcr 
whether the railways ·pay or JhJt. The 
Minister cannot contradict that. 

Mr. PEASE: You cannot mal:o ihc·rn pay 
under present conditions. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ye ;av that 
it is not indispensable that they sh•mld ·pay. 

;'vir. KELSO: Clne hon. member saicl !.hat 
it ·does not matter whether the ra~LYays pay 
L~eanse the deficit is paid out of the Con. 
oolidated Revunw. I am only tryin[i to 
show that. if yau followt'd that. out l•:Jf.('ically. 
~on would ha.ve a, tremendous increa,'3e in the 
!lJcomo lax. and that would bo indiredlv 
·Onu of the reasons whv the secondan· indus· 
uic~ in the State \Yould not go ahc,acl. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Tlwn \'Oll 

,ruJyocate an inrrease in fares and frcight~s? 

Mr. KELSO: No; I am coming lo that. 
if the Minister will wait. The l'rcmief a 
iew days a.go in his tour u11 :\orth deplored 
1.he fact that the secondarv industries af thi<> 
State are not so prosperotlS a'3 those In the 
.Southern States. 

Mr. PEASE: J'\o; he said tlw.c wanted 
.chroaper power. 

Mr. KELSO: He admitted that industries 
hero are not progressing the ,;ame a c 1 hey 
arc in the South. However, I will ll(>t con· 
tinue th'<t line af argument. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LAXDS : \Ye ha.Ye 
net got the markets here. 

Mr. KELSO : The hon. gentleman knows 
ihat we can rais!l many primary prcclncts 
here. He would be the first to admit that 
it is most desirable that we should \vork up 
our primar:. products in Queensland. and so 
provide a lot af work for tho people in the 
State. The hon. gentleman knows that we 
have reached the limit of taxation. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC L.\:-:Dc: The 
secret of success in manufacturing is to find 
a market: 

Mr. KELSO: The fact is that people will 
EOt bring their money into Queen-.lant! ar.d 
engage in industry here because taxutiDu is 
·Cl high. 

The CHAIRl\IAX: Order l I hope the 
hon. member \Yill connect his romarke \Yith 
!.he vote. 

}lr. KELSO: I am tr,·:ing to connect my 
argnmenc with the Yoto by 6howing that, if 
\\'G had a lot of indnetries in opera tic·n hero, 
the railways would pay. If \YO ha' e a lot 
of immigration hero, that \vill help to solve 
!he difficulty. Hon. members opposite do 
not agreo with us in regard to in1rnigration. 
Notwithstanding tho fact that it may be 
thrown back at me that there is not enough 
work for all the people hero, I am of opinion 
that, if we brought thousands of people 

h<·re, it would immediatelv stimulate in­
dustry. By bringing in industrialists and 
farrners and increasing the populatiDn ._here 
would be no tl'Onble in making the raihYays 
pay. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LAX US: There 
are plenty of people in En[(iand, ancl they 
have got 2,000,000 uncmplo~ed then!. 

Mr. KELSU: Then the hon. gc">tluman 
\\·ill admit that there are plenty of peOl>lo 
lt! England who wauld come here: 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! . The lwn. 
11H'll1 bcr is not in order in difwussing i:he 
\\·hole subject of immigration. He wiE be 
ire order in showing tlutt immigration \Yill 
ena,ble dw rail" ays to pay, but not in dis­
cussing the matter of immigration gcncraUy. 

Mr. KELSO: The Minister i' drawing me 
otf the track. 

Tho CHAIRl\1A::\: I would ~uggest that 
the hon. member should address the Chai!'. 

:\Ir. KELSO: I '"ill address the Chair. I 
am not going to weary the Committee with 
a lot af l1gures, like the hon. member far 
Herbert did, for instance. 

Mr. PEASE: I hope you will a·;similate 
them. 

:\Ir. KELSO: It seemed like a cataract 
coming aut when the hon. member was speak­
i llfi. \V e had not time to grasp one set af 
fi[iurcs before another set came out. 

:\h. PEASE: You read them in "Hansard." 

Mr. KELSO: I will read them in "Han­
sard.'' But even at the risk of wearying 
hon. members with a few more figures, I 
would point aut one or two things. It is a 
peculiar thing that the mileage of railway 
lines increased by 20 per cent. between 1914 
and 1922. I am not g·aing to giYe the figures 
in detail, but anly the percentages. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: They 
arc more inYolycd. 

Mr. KELS'O: I am sorrv if the ::Yiinister 
thinks that thev are inYolved, but if he will 
read them in '' Hansard" and study them, 
it \Yill do him some good. During 1he same 
period the population has increased by 17 
per cent.. anrl the number of employees by 
5 pCI' cent. Xow we come to the decreases-

Decrease. 
Per cent. 

Train mileage 20 
Tonnage af goods and li.-e stock 

carried ... 25 
Kumber of train miles per employee 23 
Tonnage af goods and liYe stock per 

employee 29 
Not earnin[(S per employee 77 
Percentage of profit to capital, 

fram £4 Os. Sd. la 15s. 4~d. 

\Vith those figures i'n front of us, if hon. 
members on the ather side are satisfied with 
the progress which has boon made by the 
railways, they must be Ycry easily satisfied. 

I hope that tho :Yiinister is not overlaoking 
the fact that a very serious competitor with 
the l'a!lwaYs in the near future will be motor 
traction. In America and in England, and, 
in fact, in Victoria and New South \Vales, 
it is going to be a yery serious problem. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Com­
missioner is dealing with that question. 

JJll'. Kelso.] 
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Mr. KELSO: I am pleased to hear that. 
I haY0 read that in America and in Great 
Britain u1otor traction is a very serious 
competitor of the raihYays. 

The SE'~RETARY FOR PrBLIC LA:\DS: \Yhy is 
it ~cri'lus ·; 

::\Ir. KELSO: The hon. gentleman likes 
cornpctition, does he: 

The SE' RETARY FOR PrBLIC LA:\DS : Y cs ; 
you get b"ttcr scrYicc. 

:\h. KELSO: \Vould the hon. gentleman 
n1incl priyatc cnt0rprisc c01npeting \Yith the 
raih' ays? That ie the point I want to speak 
about. I do not think it is a fair thing that 
the Secrctar:-- to the Railway Commissioner, 
:\h. Steer-I am not reflecting on him ]Jer"on­
allv in anv wa v--is chairman of the Tram­
waY Tru.::t .~ bccU'use he is occupying- two posi­
tions which. to a certain extent, clash "-ith 
one another. I can quite conceive that, as 
chairman of the Tram\'1 a~~~ Tru:3t, he is occupy­
ing· a position similar to that of Pooh Bah 
in " The i'\Iikado." It might be that, as 
Secretarv to the Railwav Commissioner, he 
does not' \Yant the competition of the tram­
wavs in the suburbs. and as chairman of the 
Tr{;.st he might turn down an extension of 
the trams "-hich might serye a good many 
people in the suburbs st'mply for that reason. 

::\Ir. :\lAX WELL: He is only one man 

::\lr. KELSO: That is so. At the same 
time he is a capable man and well np in his 
business, and \Ye knmv that what he says 
''ot!ld ha n~ a good deal of weight \Yith the 
Trust. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLIC LA:\DS: \Yould 
you appoint an incapable man? 

1\Ir. KELSO: I would not appoint an 
incapable man. I would appoint an inde­
pendent man. [ am <}mtc with the Secretary 
for Public Lands when he savs that if thero 
is competition, we shall get 'better service; 
but I do not think it is right to have as 
chairman of the Tramwav Trust a man \vho 
is intere.stcd in the raiiwap, with which the 
tram\Yays n1ig-ht be a con1petitor. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA>:DS : \'\ ould 
you be in favour of building a tramline and 
a railway to serve the s>tme people? 

Mr. KELSO: I am not speaking about 
that, but the chairman of the Trust might 
sec that if a tramline were built, it might 
compete with the railway. 

The SECRET.mY FOH PuBLIC LA:-IDS: The 
Railway Department runs the tramways in 
Sydney. 

:Mr. KELSO: I am taking things as they 
are here at present. The Government are 
the creators of the Tramway Trust, and they 
should not condemn their own work. The 
Secretary for . Public Lands says that in 
Sydne;c the railways and the tramways are 
run by the Railway Commissioners. If ho 
thinks that is a g-ood thing, why not bring 
it about here'? But the Government have 
appointeri a Trust, and I say that the Trust 
should be independent, and should be run 
b;v the representatives of the people of Bris­
bane within a certain area, and it should be 
"-holly controlled by those people. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIO LAKDS : There 
arc plenty of members of t·he Trust to pre­
,-ent the Secretary to the Railwav Commis­
sioner from usirig the tramwa.;;.s in the 
interests of the Railway Department. 

Mr. KELSO: I quite agree with that. but 
the influence of one man who is capable in 

[Mr. Kelso. 

hi, lmsincs- 1s etkh that, when he expresses 
an opinion. he 111ay SIYay half a dozen others 
l'ounrl the table. 

The SH'RETAR¥ FOR P1 BLIC LAXDS: :\'at on 
a fJU('Stion of policy. He is an expert on 
1ailwa2, 11lattcr.:3. 

::\Ir. KELSO: ::\Ir. Steer ma;; be put into 
a position wlwre the l \\ o interests clash, 
\\here he has a certain ciut" to the Railway 
Con1n1i."3"-ioncr and another Juty to the ~~rust. 

The c;ECRETARY FOR PCBLICC LAKDS: I feel 
sure that if that 11osition al'iscs, Mr. Steer 
will be tho fir,t to draw attc<ntion to it. 

Mr. KELSO: I am drawing attention to 
it now. and time "·ill show whether I am 
\\-rong.· lt ~ccn1s to n1c that the chairn1an of 
the Truo<t miglJt be anxious to eliminate all 
cnn11Wtltion 1vith the trannvays by rnotor­
cars, for i11staucc. 

The CH~\IRl\1A:'\ : The hon. member 
cannot discuss the polic.c, of the Tramway 
Trmt. 

Mr. KELSO : There is one other point I 
want to touch upon--that is, the question of 
free paeses on the railways. I would be glad 
i! the ::\Iinister would give us some idea as 
lo thP extent to which free pa"es have been 
is~ued during the last three years. 

The SEI'RETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We have 
been cutting- a few out. 

Mr. KELSO : I am glad to hear it. The 
information might be helnful, and the Minis­
ter should be glad of -the opportunity to 
giYe it, becnusc there is a feeling outside 
that during the last [,,w years there has been 
Hn indiscrin1inatc giYing of free pa3ses. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Those in 
( x.istence no\v Wl"re giycn by7 other Govern­
U1cnts. 

}fr. KELSO: I am not speaking about the 
paS<es of members of Parliament I have 
always thought that the.v should have every 
facility for travelling throughout the Stat?, 
so that they may be fitted to carry out th.mr 
duties. It has been said l.Jy people outstde 
that it would be interesting !o know how 
many paooes ho.ve been issued during the last 
few years, and a retmn would not do any 
harm, because if !he Minister says that the 
number has been reduced. it would be 
interesting to compare it with the numbe1' 
handed out during the regime of the so-called 
Tory GovernmPnt. There is a feeling abroad 
that certain persons who are friends of the 
party opposite can get free passes. 

::Vir. COSTELLO: Organisers. 

Mr. KELSO: And trade union secretaries. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is said 
by those we have turned down. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman will see 
that I am not referring to this matter in 
any carping spirit. I am giving him the 
opportunity to disclose the position, because 
what I have stated is a matter of common 
run1our. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS : You 
kno\V "Rumour is a lying jade." 

Mr. KELSO : The hon. member ought to 
Go grateful to mr; for giving him the oppor­
tunih to denv \\-hat evervbodv knows is 
comn1on rum01ir. If it is iwt (rue, I shall 
be delighted to hear it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: As a matter 
of fact, some ,,[ your own members come to 
me for passes. 
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:Ylr. E:ELSO: The1t rnav be. I am giving 
the hon. gentleman the OJ1fJortunity to deny 
the public ,·umour rhat friends of the Co,·crn­
D1Cllt { .'\11 get plPnty- of vas ;('S. It \Yonld be 
Ycry inh"rc ;.ring if he would subn1it son10 
statistic . .; on the question. 

:\Ir. ELPHI~STO~E ((h/ey): It seems to 
1110 that in J.isen~sing the llaihvay Estimates 
we ne{~ cl 1 o be careful to take a wide suryev 
of the \\·hole po .it ion and not confine ou'r 
attr•ntion to the small and what one 1night 
call thr petty i-::slJCS which nHl~· not haYC 
an appreciable rffeci on raihYav finance. 

During the past two ·months I 
[3.30 fl.l11.] havP done considerable travelling 

on the QLwonsland railways, and 
I a!11_ pJc1~ingly con!pcllcd to st~to that, 
RJWakmg of them as a whole. I thmk those 
railwa~-,. arc verv creditablv conducted. 
Pcrhap.:-' onl''s reniarks rnust 'he so:11cwhat 
tcn1pcrcd "-hen referring to the ~orthern 
eailway S:_\ste1n. b0canse there is no question 
whateYcr that the administration of the rail­
way service in ?\orth Queensland is nothing 
like so proficient nor are the railways as 
well run as thev arc in the Central and 
Southem districts. That is probably due to 
the fact that the 1\orth is entireh· cut off 
from the South. and it is verv diflict;lt indeed 
to feed the ;'\ orth with the rolling-stock, 
engine~~ and othr-r nC('CSsary appliances to 
enable ihat section to be as eflicientlv run 
as is the case in the Central and the 
Southern district"·· 

ThP SECRET.iRY FOR l'rBLJC LAXDS : The 
scasonnl occupations also n1akc it difficult. 

Mr. ELPHI::\STONE: I am afraid that 
!~ tntn'_lling from Tmvnsville to Cloncurry, 
1, c.ortam of our members were subjected 
to th~ incom-eniences that one has to put 
up With on that !me, that there \Vot!ld be a 
very considerable amount of growling and 
grnmhlmg. I am prepare.d to admit that 
because of the fact that the Korth is isolated 
jt is not so easy of efficient management as 
the systems in the Southern and Central 
portions of the State. I must also con­
firm the statements that have been made 
that the railway service, from the f'ommis­
sioner downwards, speaking generally, is 
quite efficient. The officials are courteous 
attentive, and sincerely desirous of doing th~ 
right thing. That has been my experience 
of the railway men generally. In talkin~ of 
our railways, and in taking adyantage 
of the oppprtunity which these Estimates 
present to criticise them, I think we must 
be fair and take into consideration the ele­
ments, which certainly are acting in an 
adverse manner upon tho railway rBvenuc. 
There is no doubt that wo as an Opposition 
would be rat her loath to sec the Govern­
ment raise the rai!"·ay fares throughout 
Queensland, and. on the other hand, we must 
also be honest and admit that as an Oppo­
sition we would not be desirous of seeing 
the wages reduced in the railway system. 
If we, thercf.ore, make those tYvo admissions 
-which I think is the case all round-then 
we must also admit that to a very large 
extent you r<'mm·e the possibility of reduc­
ing the annual deficit upon the railways; 
but, as business men. \Yhat we do sav is 
that there are many instances of wastage 
of monev which these elements do not touch, 
and that is the commercial or busine-·s si dB 
of a huge undertaking spending millions of 
pounds per annum. 'The railway service is 
a huge business undertaking. I quite admit 

that it j~ a Yl'l', diHicult thi11o· iudc•ed for 
on(' rnan to concluct <;;uch a hug~ institution; 
but I Uin r1f the opinion that. if Inorc busi­
ne~;:;; counol \.as inrroduccd into the raihYay 
sy .. tCil1. YL'l'Y C'Oll ,JdC'ralJ}c econotllil''j could l}€ 
ciTectcd. \Yhich. I think. if 111v n1en1orY 
~'c'rYe.s n1c C'OlT ctly, you) ::.ur. J(i'r\Yan, ~~<:l i~l 
n1ig:ht be -offt>cted ::-onw y{'ars ago. 

The SECRET\RY FOR R.ilL\\'AYS: \Yhcn !Jc 
\\ ~t~ in opposition. 

:\Ir. :\1\x\\·Er.L: Snrch- he has not <'11ang··•cl 
hi~ 1nind si uce then? ~ 

:\Jr. ELPHil\STO~E: I \;ou!J Le vcrv 
:-;.on-:,r i o think th~ i. a gC'ntll'nlall o~c:.1p_,~in2; 
the honourable poSitiOn of Chairman of Com­
mittees would alter his mind now that he is 
not in opposition-we haYc such high regard 
tor that hon. gentleman's veracity. \Ye all 
Inust ndtnit thut. if greater acu1nen '\Yas 
introdnced into the conduct and business of 
the Raihvay Dc>partmeni, Yorv considerable 
ccono:nics could be effected: In making 
that statement I am reflecting on no one. I 
am simply acknowledging that in such a 
great institution there is room for better 
contrDl and greater ('conornv than is cxer~ 
cised at the present time. • 

I \Yn~ ycry interested in the remarks of 
1l1e hon. member for Roscwood. I am afraid 
that he got someYYhat tied np in his state­
lllPnh. particularly when he was dealing 
With posterity. I do not think he quite 
kne\'\· whether postcritv came before or after 
him. He :·.comcd to ·be :'>omcwhat confused 
as to \Yhat obligations he intcnd!•d to pass 
on to posteritY. The point I wi:'>h to make 
i- that, if it is a fair thing that the farmers 
a11cl th(::_ u~crs of the raihYays in Queensland 
getwrall:: shoukl saddle th:· taxpayers-as 
has been t!1c case-with £10,000,000 during 
the past <'tght years. then \vhv should not 
the• t;lxpayt!rs con1plain and ask~ if tho future 
inhabitants arc going to benefit from the 
raihYays. why the cost should be imposed 
upon rhe present taxpavers' \Yhv not 
capital~se the interest' I( you are going to 
carntahsc the interest and pass it on to 
someone else \Yho \Yil! have to meet that 
commitment at some future time. then I can 
understand the argument; but ·that is not 
being done. Yon are simply shifting the 
responsibility of the> maintenarwe of the rail­
ways or the upkeep of the railways from the 
shoulders of the users and putting it on 
the taxpayers. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Largely it 
is a subsidy on country d~velopment, because 
most of the trouble is '"ith the branch lines. 

::\ir. ELPHI::\STO~E: That may not 
always bt' the case. It is not only the branch 
linos that are deficient in interest and exnen­
cliturr·. The J'Oint is that the deficiency on 
the railway" iB not being accumulated and 
pa '"eel on to prosperi t~· or this increased 
population ·which is con1ing at !"Ome futuro 
ti1ne. The taxpa--:·er is paying it to·da;, and, 
as a. matter of fact. out of tl1P additional 
£17.000.000 which has been raised in taxation 
since the GoYernn1ent can1e into po\ver. no 
less than £10.000.000 has been expended in 
meeting- the railwav deficits. That is an 
astounding statement to make. but it is true. 
The railway deficit to a very large extent has 
been responsible for the high taxation in 
Queemland to-day. The effect of that high 
taxation con1es back as a boomerang. 

I noti('e thPt the Pn:1ni0r in a sneech 
deliwred at Cairns last \\'eek. e,-idently 

Jfr. Elphinstone.] 
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lc::rning >Yi.<clom from the criticism of the 
Opposition, has suddcnlv awakened io the 
fact that the ~ccondary ii1clustrie~ in Queens­
land arc stagnant and require io be cncour­
-ngNI. That is "hat \YC have been tellino· 
:hon. nu.• m b('ro;;. opposite for a long ti1n~ 
past. In l'irect one of the reasono why our 
raih,·ays arc not so productiYe as they should 
Le IS berausc u:cn~ ar0 no secondarv indus~ 
trios in Quf'f;nslund. The.rc is no ca1;riage of 
nwnufacturcd goods, except \vhat we bring· 
from othct· parts of Australia. I would be 
vcr. · mueh mot·e pleased,. and I am certain 
cyeryonc else \muld be too, if the railways 
\YC'l'r used as a circulating n1Pdiun1 for carr"v­
insr Quct•n~land n1anufacturcd goolls to othCr 
]wrts of the State. That is what we want 
to sc·c. TlH? raihva v dcfi('it vear bv vear is 
having a boon1crai1g effect-.~ bccaU~O it is 
Hopping that dcTelopn1ent- of secondarv 
indmtrih >Yhic11 would help in no uneertain 
''"ay to dirnini:d-1 to a ver:- largo extent the 
raihYa~· deficit. To be fait· in criticising 
the railway,, I think we must admit that the 
great expcnditurP "-hich has been incurred 
piece-meal on the 2\orth Coas( line for 
probabl~· the last ten or twelYe years or 
n1ore has never been given a chance to 
~ho\\· itR revenue-earning; poBsibilities by 
rcn son of the lllle being unfinished. There­
fore I am hopeful and cxecedingly optimistic 
that. when the line has been completed 
through to TownsYille, proYide·d an efficient 
service i~ n1aintained, it 'vill have quite a 
material effect upon the railw-ay reyenue of 
Qucensla ne!. It seems to me that that should 
be our m a in artcrv-an artcrv that should 
be rontinucd. I an1 encouraged in that con­
tention by a study of the position that has 
arisen b'i the eonnc!'tion of Mackay with 
Roekhampton. The deYelopment which has 
taken place at :Ylackay. particularly in 
rcg·arcl to the State butcher shops. is m-arvel­
lous since the railwav was connected with 
that city. I y·as cm;1pclled to make that 
observation lwcause I noticed in the reply 
\Yhich the Minister gave me the other day 
that :Yiaekav has been blessed with four 
State butche'r shops. and that no other town 
in Queensland has that number. 

::\1 r. PEASE : He is a good Minister, too. 

2'-Ir. ELPHil\STOC\E: Probably I would 
get into trouble with the Chairman if I 
followed that argument. The advancement 
that has been made in i\Iackay since that 
town has been connected up gives ono 
0nrotnagcment to hope that as soon as the 
line ts connected with TownsYillo the same 
prosperity >Yill follow there. I am compelled 
to admit that the drain on the resources of 
the taxpac·et· by reason of 1 he interest he has 
to find to make up the niilway deficit has 
lwcn occasioned to a larg·o extent by the 
large snms of money which haYe been non­
imNrol bearing so far .as that North Coast 
line is concern 0d. 

<\ matter that has always engaged my 
t honghts in regard to the raihvays is in 
rcfnt•cncc to Ot\r Ipswich railwa:' workshops. 
ln mabng these remarKs I am obviously not 
P'Oing to n1akc an:;~ reference whatever to the 
inquiry that is taking place to-day. I do 
think that. if different methods were adopted 
in reg·arcl to our Ipswich workshops, we 
'"oulcl get much greater economy in the 
nH1nufacturc of the engines and carriages 
,-hich emanate from that source. I had ihe 
pleasure some little while ago-and I have 
Hated this before in the House-when Sir 
Ross Smith was visiting Queensland, and his 

[ M1·. Elphinstone. 

propeller was damaged to such an extent that 
he could not procee·d further until the Ipswich 
railway workshops completed the task of 
making a new propeller, of visitina· the work­
shops and seeing the new propell~r and the 
me'! engaged on _the job. Anyone sincerely 
des1rous of looking on the right side of 
thmgs could not help but be 1'mpressed with 
the zeal and energy that the men eniTaoed 
on that job displayed in making that pro­
peller. I could not help feeling that, if that 
zeal and e_ncrg·y could only operate in the 
workshops 1n regard to rr1aking- the carriages 
and so forth, the difficultv in rcoard to 
efficiency and costs would b.e soh·cd~ 

The SECREHRY FOR RAILWAYS: The loeo­
motivcs are being turned out from the 
Ipswich workshops at a cost that will com­
pare ·with private enterprise. The san1e 
remarks apply also to the quahtv of the 
work. ~ 

Mr. ELPHI-"'STOXE : I am not, in my 
a1:gume1~t, con1panng GoYerninent enterprise 
~nth pnYate entc;rprisc. I am simply deal­
mg >nth the Ips>nch nulway workshop opera­
tives as part of the State's acti,-itics. 

'The SECRETARY FOR RAIL W.-\YS : They will 
compare fa,·ourably both as to interest and 
efficiency with the employees of priYate 
enterprise. 

. ::\Ir. ELI'Hil'\STOl'\E: :YI,v point is that, 
If mme means could only be cleYised whereby 
the interest of the operatives in the work­
shops can be maintained in their work bv a 
payme11t in keeping with what thev produce 
Pithcr by piecework or payment b:. results: 
there would be a marYellous difference in 
the re'·ults. There is a fine class of men 
en~·agc?. In the ·workshops, and ~otue of then1 
restde m my electorate. They are a class of 
men that the State ought to be pleased to 
en1ploy, as they arc men who arP flnxious to 
devote their beet time and attention to their 
work. But thev must be o·iven some incentiYo 
in regard to their work.~ such as existed in 
?o far as the making of that propeller blade 
1 s concerned. 

:!Ylr. KELSO : The unions would not agree 
to the introdl.lction of piecework. 

Mr. ELPBT!'\STONE: l'ocsibh· not· but 
the time has come when union ·domi,{ation 
over the affairs of Queensland has to cease, 
and when we must get down to efficiency. I 
am quite :~atisfied that, if such methods were 
a.pplicd to the Ipswich raih>ay workshops, 
the GoYcrnment would get much. better work 
than they do to-clay and at a lesser cost. I 
say that without the slightest reflection on 
the men there. 

Anotlwr point I was struek with during 
my rambles was the activities of the J\lain 
Roads Board. and pariicularlv in so far as 
the rail" ays were concerned. 'I look to that 
channel of activitv to offer a solution in 
l'cgard to some of the non-paying and unpro­
fitable ccctions of our railwan. That is an 
activity that the B:ouse is agreed upon. I 
\\'as pleased t'? see that acti'vity going on to 
the extent wh1eh was evident. It is obvious 
to me that, if the work of the Board is car­
ried out in a thorough workmanlike and 
economical manner, we shall be able to 
establish many feeders to Ol!r railwa v system 
which wilJ be bound to haYe tllP effect of 
pro,-iding increased traffic and thus rcducin"' 
the loss on our railways. ~ 

I am constrained to make some brief 
reference to the Blair Athol coaL I had 
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tho plca"'llll) qn.tL" rcr "'1Hl~ of goir .. <S tlfrqngh 
that Il11UL', ;-tnd I ~ as inuncnscly i1nprc:::scd 
v1ith the pc~t~'ntialitics ot that huge cicposit. 
One could r:ot h<':l' tlr 

as thf'· 
J:mcr~kl 

c\tlul mal, 
in tlt.H di,trict 

perfecth· clean, that there ·crc no h. a113 of 
ciHdc•r to ':3tnn:.lJlc GYCl' ~uch , ... ..; I"H' lw \-·:_, on 
the :'\onh Coact line. The "·onderful 
dt'po~its nt Blaie Athol arc a·waitinrr dcY~'lop­
rz:>ent. It sr<•m:-:. to n1e that thE.'re L:: an obli­
gation on the Jfinister to sec that he rn:Jkc.;; 
l~!uch greater use of that coal than he doe~ 
at the prc,t·nt time. The Blair Athol settle· 
n1l'llt is being strangled at the present t-in1c 
on account, I understand, of the ~nrtbility 
of the GoYernmcnt to snpport it to the ('Xtcnt 
that the people there would like. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\lLViAYS: What is 
\\'antr cl for the Dlair ~.\thol coal is an export 
trade. The G-oYernn1c11t are a'l~i"·hng the 
ccmpany b~· proYidins faci1itlc.;; for export·, 
Etl·engrhcning 1 he line, giving then1 a S}lecial 
rt>.tc on export cc 1l, a .. nd a~~isting thorn iu 
e". cry pos·.;;i blc way. 

::\[r. ELPHI:'\STO:'\E: I :un wr~· glacl ·~o 
hc·ar that. The exnan }JO.~sibititic. of a 
t1cn1Pnda1-:.3 deposit c)f nl<J)...;nific •qt c.J:tl such 
8'" this is ,1rc nntolcl. One of th; gr~·~ t 
ob1i[:"3-tions deYoh-ing on tJ1c Go·, crnnlent c:r 
anY 01hm· GoYcrnmelli" that follow in their 
trclin is to Sf'" that that coal is 
Ll<.Hkct. I quite UEdC'l.'stnlld that t1H) 
fllL'Tit in their :--;tare C'I1tPqri·is0 ~-:.r; 
baYing t···o eoahulnes of their O\Yll in rh-·t 
neighbourhood. OJdv \Y<Jl1t to th~d 
Sta-t0 C'ntPrpri;;;o in~ o;;;o far as ~UPl11ic,, 
fo:t· the l'ailwav~; an• c·oncL'rncJ. ::\CYL'l'th,-le.:.s 
thf'rc i" n \VOLnclr•rfnl deposit. \vh1ch. in n1y 
judg<lPnt. if it i_-:; giYcn access to thE· c.oa::;t 
111 a tnauner \YhiC'h \vill perrnit of that coal 
bl'i11g ~old at rea:3onable con1petiti' t' ratci', 
will bring untold j)ossibilities to thttt dii'trict. 

Ancthu mutter I "·i,h to touch upon 
briefi~· ]~ the ach·ertising which one .::r(•·, in 
n~n· raihnl .,. carria.g-cs and on our l'3_ihYrt7 
tn:cks at th+~ prCS('n~t n1on1el1t. In Gll -~ Df n1~1 
earlier :-:pePches in this I-:Iousc I hac1 th.8 
tc·n1crity to suggest that advcJ·ti:::in:s n1ight 
be ~doptl'd in_thc Rail-way Departm · t '"~th 
proht. One 1s cnc0nraQ·cd tr. nLlke that 
rcnHnk b, cause in raihya~ ca.rrirtP't'~ in Great 
Britain. An1erica, and ot1H?r cour~t~·-i('S i~1 the 
'vorld you sec every suitable space occi1pied 
by adverti:;:cn1ents. I an1 not sugge~ting that 
we sbcu1c1 111akc our carriages unsightly. or 
that the :3paecs alongside our railwav lines 
shcultl be made un>i.£Thtlv wid1 aclYrrti;emenb 
dcali11.g- IYith 11roprietal·y 1ncdicine::; and :::o 
forth, bnt I do think iher0 arc manY waYS hY 
1 hich the railways can secure rc\-cnn~~ b:­
that mPmB. It ha·s been ndorHcd --o a cr-!rtttii'l 
c·xlcnt, ~ne! I "·ould be f!"lad if th0 ::\Iini<"tE'r 
in his rcpl:.· will let the House kno'. to ·.:h::t 
C'xtcnt he 1:vi1l encourage the utillsa.tim1 of 
our railway property in this direction 1o 
secure revenue. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL'X.\YS: It is bcim; 
exploited to the fullest possible extenL 

. ::\Ir. ELPHIJ\"STO~E: I am glad io hear 
It. H IS good for business and ii is not 
UEsig-htly in the' way it is bci~g done. I hope 
it will be carried on further. 

1923-4 L 

J n ronrln:>ion, I am fore,,,! and p 1caee:l to 
ac1n1it that the l' lilwaY svstcn1 a<S n, whole in 
(Juee11::dand is ~a-tisfaCtol:y. '\Ye haYe n1orc 
n:i]c, of rail\ ay per head of population in 
Qlll'L'nslund than in an~' other country :in the 
\rorlcL \Ye on this side do not 1Yish to ~re 
Oltl' 1aihyay fare'S increased; we do not "\vish 
to ~cc cur \Yages. reduced: but \.\ c do \Yi:3h 
to see gre-._ler efficienc:· introduced in rcf_·:trd 
ru the bnsinc· side of running our rallwass~ 
\Ye: think that can Le brought a.bout. Tho 
argunwnts that have bccu advanced so far 
a:; r)Qlitical i:-Jtcrfcrcnco i, concerned arc 
\Yell \Yorthy of the ::\Iilliotcr"s attention. I 
was 31Jeakillg IYithin the la~t fortnigi1t to a 
raihvay guard. It \va.~ l'Llthcr pathetic to 
Lt:ar an old ser\·ant of the department cxpre!'s 
the vic'v that it was ro u~e trying these days. 
He just liYccl out his exi,renco ·1nd served 
lEs stipulatc·d rmmber of hours. Ho had lost 
interest in 1 he Railwa~· Department because 
oi JlOlitical interference. 

The SECRETARY FOll RAILWAYS: He was a. 
hopeless pessimist ancl a prevaricator to 
a.dvo('ate such an argn1nent. Our Inventions 
a10d ImJll"OYomcnt Board oifer inducement to 
H!ly an1bitious en1ployee:::. 

:\h. RLPIIf:\STO:'\E: If the :Winister's 
inH't'jection i, ('Orl'Pct. what n1ust be the 
fet'ling of that slcPping-car conductor \Yho 
was sun1Jnonccl ancl fined for a breach of the 
award becach~ on the train which he was 
~upcrt"ntcnding he had seventy-nine sleeping­
berths n-::: ngainst 6CYPnty? 

Tb.• SL'H.ETARY FOR RAIL \V.\YS: Do you 
~nggl'st tlli.It an~- ~Iini:::tcr or 11101nbcr" -of 
l'c;,l'!iauH'nt hnd anything to do 1viih that·? 
The firet I h0ard of the case was to-dav. 
I nndcr:-:,i and that the nu1n was sun1n1one.d 
for n. breach of the a\' arcL It had nothing 
to do \Yith any J.linisb~r or any hon. 1ncn1ber. 

:\fr. ELPHI:'\STO:'\E: I do coll!encl that 
the RIYard-::. anJ tht• Inachinerv for makin()' 
tht• ::t\Ya:nh haYe bc0n guided l~lY the Labou~ 
pc rt,-. Thev n1ereh· condeme all their 
opin.ionB in ~so fa1· <'Is the 1vay our indu.3-
tries and 1n~dcrtakin,...;,.s shoulJ be run. rrhc 
vr·r;.- p}elllcnt the~- <lH' introducing, curbing 
the dc,irc> or the efficiency of the employees 
111 this regard. js having R stagnating influence. 
upon them. T!tcre arc nolitical influcnc"s at 
wo1:k on the ra ihYnys: there is no gain­
saying that. Perhaps they arc not; quito 
w apparent as the v used to be, but t!1cv 
cxi6t: ancl the Minist•r will be well advised· 
to sc•e that thcv a re remoY cd in their cntiretv 
so that 0ach ~individual is free to cxerciS~ 
his abilities in the way best fitted toward& 
tho :.chancement of the senice. Bv that 
mean;; he will help to diminish to ~ Yory 
large c::dent thPse influences, which arc act­
ing as a drag on tho resources of the State. 

::\Ir. COLLI:\S (JJon·cn): It haG been very 
refrcsl1in~ to h(;ar tbe criticisn1 of hon nlenl­
bcr _ of the Opposition in conncctior, with 
this Yotc. I .11.1 satisfied that. if the\' remain 
in OppDsition for another twO or thr'ee vcars, 
the~.,. \\'ill be nc;u]y a-~ radical as hon. "menl­
bcrs on this side of the House. (Laughter.) 
I wa~ 0'3pccial1y iutC'r€,stcd in the 3peech 
of the 1HJll, 1nc1nhr:1' for Oxlcv. !Ie ha·U 
prac:tic ally no con1nlaints to find against the 
r ihYaY , 1·stcm. The onlv fault he found 
was tliat 'tlw :'\orthcrn ntilwav system was 
not quite as efficient as the· C0ntral and 
Southern svst0ms. I an1 with hin1 iu that 
opinion. It is not quite so eflici~nt so fat· 
as the comfort of the traY£•ller is concerned. 
However, that can easily be explained. as 

Mr. Collins.] 
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1 ·~-· ha YC 110 coullc':tion Vl't \· ith the X on iH:>rn 
\Yllen 'we link up frow :\lac­

I take it that 1 he :\: orthern 
\\ill thon he Lron~.rht Ul> to 

a:~ 1 he Sout~ICl'll .. y.Aem. -

"·ish to fay u spt)cial \Yord 011 behalf 
the lllC~ll \Yho Luild onr raih\'Ll}'::O:, because 

I noticP that in thi."J yoi:o \YC have an itcu1 
of £1.200 for tlJC ·Chic£ Engiuccc. l believe 
I arn rwrft't'tl:.· in order in 

con truction o£ 
Engiue('l' is in charge 

stntction of t.hC> IYlwle of oln' 
Quct'I'slaml. I am vcrc· plcaccd 
a.-; the .clelmtc~ ha~ \\C haYc not h'---ard 
anything about ·· go " JncthoJs jn con-
nection 1-rith our raihvay '<ystcn1. I hope 
\re are not <roin·r 10 hear .nn1· n1ore about 
them. :\I v a:dvic~- to thc,e me;1 \\ho talk so 
111uch aho.ut "go s1o'\- n n1cthods in conncc­
!·ion with the building or 1rorking of our 
railways is that they should g·ct iuto ~ome 
of our deep euttin(rs for cio·ht hours or '\York 
o,l a hot dav bet~ con llit:-'hmond and Cl on­
curry, benye(,n Cloneurr:-' ancl ::Ylount Elliott, 
or bctwceu Cloncunv and :\Jaunt Cuthbcrt. 
Ii thcv did, \Ye should not hear 'o much 
about ~. go ~low'' 1ncthods. These 1ncn ncYt'r 
did go ~l<nv cx.ccL;t ln ihc inwgination of 
hon. lllCllliJLrS OVpQsitc. 

\Yhat is tlu: use of trying to make com­
parisons bchn~cn Qnc•ensland and other 
States of the Commonwealth or with any 
oth•cr rountn· iu the world·: \Yhat ollH•r 
countr'".~ or Si,tte can hon. n1einbcrs make 
a co.mParison '\Vith? 

::\1r. CosTELLO: Russia. 

l\11'. COLLI!\:-:1: I haw hNe the "A B C 
of Cl.nccnsland :-:ltatistics:" it is dated 1923, 
but. alt:lOUJ.dl it does not giYe the latest 
figure~', i1· will ser,-c just as well to quote. 

:\Jr. ELPIIIXSTOXE: It is back in the dark 
ages. 

Mr. COLLIXS: \Ye find from tho "AB C., 
that in Queensland in 1921 the number of 
mile." of raihm:vs open was 5,794, the popula· 
tion being 757.634. In Kew South \Yalcs at 
the same time, iho number of milns of rail­
\Ya\'S open was 5.043, and the population 
2,099,763: Vi<•toria had 4.274 miles open, and 
a popLtlation of 1.531,529: South Australia 
hacl 2,333 mil('" open, and a population of 
-~95.336: \V est~ m Australia had 3,539 miles 
open, and a population of 332,213: Tasmania 
had 630 miles open, and a population of 
213.877. 

Those fig-ures JHo·:c that vou cannot mako 
a comparison \Yith other State". \Yhat is 
the use of ::-:a>"ing that our raihn1ys onght 
to pav as '~'c'1l as th0 rai1wavs of :Xew Sonth 
Wal<•s with irs nopulntion of 2.0~0.00G odd? 
You c·otn}Hnr- Queensland, '\vith n 
population of onlv 800,0JO. vet 
more of ra ih.-n. ,-< \Yhat ha's 
T han 3aitl tliis JWo\·iouslv n.n<l will repeat 
ii-\Yhcn I hnn• trayelJecl throug·h Qucens­
lanrl-and I have tran•llt>d over nem-1-- the 

of our railwn\· ~vstc1n nt ono tin1C .nnd 
not ho,-\· lltt1c onr raihv.tvs are 

but that the _v arc pa,-ing· c'; well 
ns the,. arc. 

:\1r. KELSO: The standard gauge of 1\cw 
South \Vales costs twice as much as ours. 

Mr. C'OLLT::\"S: That is no comparison 
at alL I think the hon. member knor;s .-erv 
little about the Stare he li.-es in. In some 
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one tnLYch 
JH''lpk on 

of that 
lllllil lhc popnlat 

.,-ill )Ja\, 

}HlYC \Yait 
gro,,··:; then 

plea' cd to the scJJtiuwlli::i-
the hon. for }lnrilla 

in regan.1 to the chcape!1i1rg of fares and 
freight.. Tberu i:~ 1wthi11g nc·,y iu his argu· 
n1011t, a.i it '\\'a:-; <..ah·ancc l yuns ago iH 
rcga rd to our cou11try There b 
110thino· wrono· in the ancl 
LaLou; pa1·t:· o an~ to calT~-
ou.t. Sonw llOIL llll'InLcr~ OIJlWsite say that 
our ra.ilwa~, slwnJJ be ruadc to pay Leth'I~ 
than the~- arc vaying. T'hosc hon. lnC11lLC'l'S 

have ne'.·er rt.skcd thcrnsd•;ej the oucstion 
whether ouT roacl:5 pny. The hon.. JlletnLer 
for :\uudah. '\vhen talking about loan :tnoney 
to build rail ways \Yhich do not pay, shoulLl 
have• consiclerctl that question. \Ye build 
a lot of roads out of loan, but I Jo not know 
one case where a f iuglc diYiclencl has been 
paid_ Oni· raihYays are practically highway::; 
which are h:ing used for the development 
of the State. They are necc,sary high\Yays, 

ioo. Th,_ n1en '\vho 1v:ill advocate 
[9 p.m.} as time goes on that the raih,-a:, s 

should be rnadc as free as 
possible \Yill be tlv: men who arc right a\Yay 
out in tlw far '1\'l'otem portions of the Stare. 

Mr. KEt.SO: Do you bclie.-c 111 freu 
rail·ways: 

i\Ir. COLLIXS: I believe in tlu pro­
gramme lai-c! down by the party with which 
I a.n1 HS~ociatccl, and I stit:k to rheir plat­
form as clo~0ly a;:, jt is po.s:-;ib1e for a htuuan 
being to stick to uny platform. \Ve have 
not reached that stage, uwvLc, in our evoln­
tion "·hen we shonld han: free railwavs. buL 
at an7 rate. we haYe n1atlc them frc~r than 
thev \\ Ci't before. It is an ea:-sv n1a ttcr to 
rcafw the raihvays pay. I heai·d the hon. 
member for Oxley talk about adopting 
business methods. \Yhat do "business 
methods" really moan? Any schoolboy 
coulcl n1akr onr raihvays pay by increasing 
fa1·es and heights and reducing wages. That, 
I suppose, is what tlw Opposition would do 
from a bu incss point of view. That is what 
businc~s people gcllcrally do. rrhey '\van t 10 
n1akc cvc1·~,·thing pay. "Does it pay?" 
"\Yill it pay'?"' That is thPir u~ual cry, 
and not "f-Ias it clcYelo11ccl the country ?n 

l\Ir. 'l'AYLOR: Don't you think a raih,-ay 
that has been nmniw; for forty years should 
pay? 

:VIr. COLLI::'\8 : Last night I had the 
plGasure of telling hon. tnembcr:3 on the other 
side of the House why railways that h,,yu 
been runnin? for forty years do not pay, and 
they \Yill ha-cc to pa.'' lcgi·lation a. lot more 
drastic than tllE' legislation thev were 
ing last night to mtlkc thc1n paY better 
the;' are paying. 

Mr. KEFO: \Yhatc does Karl ::\Iarx <.ay 
about it' (Laughter.) 

Mr. COLLI:\:S: I \Yill make it nr. business 
to buy the hon. membc•r fm· Xundah a cheap 
edition of the \Yorko of Karl Marx, so that 
lw will kno'• omdhing about his doctrine•. 
The do•·clopmcnt in connection with the rail­
w:·ys that is taking place in tho 1\orth. and 
especially in m.v o1.vn electorate, i:3 something 
marn:llons, \Yhon I was first returned fm· 
Bo\Yen in 1915. there went in and out of 
Bov;;cn about eight or ten trajns per week; 
but owing to the good work that this Go.-ern­
mcnt ha•·e done in connection with the 
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building- of the ralhn1v io 'hl: Bowc·n coal­
fit•ld. ~~hlch is sa,-ing 'the Raihn1y Dcpart­
lllellt £50.COO ri- year Ly supplying coal to 
our raili\-aY in the .:\orth. thf'l'C \rent 

l ou~t _Do wen c1uite l'CC'c'ntly in t ht' 
of onP rnouth nerrl'lv 400 train:-~. That 

n:~ult of the c1cYelopinent thnt is taking 
on the Bo"~en cc a !field. \Yhile the hon~ 

lncn:.}'er fer Ox1c. 1or·as sa~Ting good \Yord:-: 
1 he Jllair A1 Lol coal. and about tlwre 
no du~t in th0 ralhYay crnriagc.;;:;. I 

\Yallt to sa\' n \\~on! on behalf of the Bo1n•n 
co<-d. becauSe I haYc trnYellcd bd\Yee>n l3o\n•n 

To\Yllsvillc in raihray carringcs dra\Yl1 
engiues u~ing Bo-wen coaL and I did not 

no tic nny C'oak1u:3t in the carriage··. \Y c 
can all be proud of the fact that we now 
have i1 daily pab,~cngcr train fron1 BO\\·cn 

TmYJH\~iJle. nnd from 'l'mnJsYil!e to 
That .sb(v.~-s the deYclopn1ent that 

place in connection >Yith the rail~ 
\Yn: sT·stcn1 while the Laboul' GoYcrnmcnt 
have been in ]lO\vet· l am satislicd that 
\Yhen ,,-e haYe the railwa~ complctLJ bctiYcen 
~\Iackay and Proserpine. which \Yill enable 
m to go right through to Ingham and 
beyond. it will be " hetter paying proposi­
tion than it i.-. at the prci'ent tinlf..\ and wf' 

l:'hall sec a reyo}ution ill the deYclopn1cnt of 
1he ::\onhern portion of the State. Let us 
hope that. when 1hat railway is completed, 
rnen1bcrs sitting in Opposition \vho kno\\· 
vct·c~ little about Korth Quccnsla.nd-I do not 
'"c~ the whole of them-will take advantage 
of the raihva,~ to make themscln's acquainted 
with Xorth Queensland. Owing to the fact 
that we have dcn•loped the Bowen State 
coalmine, instead of paying 42s. 6cl. per ton 
for coal used on our raj hnt vs. screened coal 
is now supplied to the Hail1vay Department 
ett the Bowen State coalmine at 18s. per ton 
for screened coal, unscreened coal 16c. per ton, 
ancl slack at lis. ner ton. which I believe is the 
cheapest coal in· Queensland. That is some­
thing that the Gonermnent have done in 
connection with the railway system. In 
giving ns cheap coal foi· our X orthern rail~ 
''""'" svstcm, the,- have enabled ihe Hailwav 
Dcimrtment io 'so.ve £50.000 ,, vear. owing~ 
to the coal being supplied at " cheaper rate 
than was paid for the coal which was brought 
to Queensland from the South. 

One of the reasons aclvanc·ccl bv the hon. 
member for Oxley. in his ustlal school­
E1H~tcr's stvlc. a.:: to v\:hv our railwavs, do not 
pa:~. \Yas ihat \':c had u not 1nanv Sccondarv 
inJustries in Queensland. YPt ,;.e a1l kno\,~ 
that hr has been one of the most billcl' 
opponents of a proposal to ostabJi:;;h a. large 
"ccond: r:v indusir~· in this State-that is. the 
Bo\vC'n iron nnJ steel v.-orks. The hon. 
member for Oxlc•.v has oppo.-ed that eYel'.'. 
tillH'. If that i:-: the l'Cason whv our raih,·Lrs 

not paying. all hon. m(;mbers shouid 
hrhind this Unvr>rnntcnt aud help us 
the ncccs ll'v funds lo establich a Lig 

indnstr :_lHU11cly, the iron and 
at Brnvcn. 

Mr. FRY (J\:uri/pa): The hon. member for 
Bcnn~n endr'nvouretl to make capital out of 
:1 statt•m0nt that the Oppc-.:.ition yrerc ach·o­
cates. of a r0{luction of wages. That is 
cntirc]v unh'tl\'. \Ye belieYe. as eyen: ~ens:iblo 
nutn l\e] ien~~. that a l'Pduction Of "-ages 
-houlcl not be resorted to except as a last 
resource-that all other means should be 
rri·,•cl beforP a reduction of "\vau:c.<; i, con­
sidNed. The \Yhole success of the railwavs 
js "-rapped np in the n1anao:en1C'11t, and~ I 
fail to sec 1hat any systen1 Can be 1nadc a 

\Yhcrc the llH'll aro bcin!.!' n ·Cd a', 
political pLll'!JOses. Rigl~t through 
\Ye can :-:cc the hand of the nHL'­

Thc nlihn_-ty~. hnn_~ been u:-;ed as an 
to o·ct YO!t for the GoYcrnnlont 

Tlwrt: ll'J ue~d for to part icularisc; fo1: 
the simple fac( ihat is kno1n1 full well 
rlLLt \Yhat I ru11 ~avin£! 1ruc and incontro-
H'rtibk. ' ~ 

As ihe con,tl'Llctiou of railw<"~' has been 
lnr:•ntinn!•d, l would rl'fl'r to n iltt]p n1attcr 
which was published in the "\Yorker" o£ 
the 13th instant, unclet• the heading of "Rail­
\Ya v CoH'ltruction \\Toeker:-;-l\lcn to be Di,:.;­
chflrged.'' 

The CH.-\IRJ\1.-\::\': Orclpr ' The hon. mem­
lwr cnn di~cn~~ that n1atter on the loan n)te, 
but not on thi:-'i Yotc. 

:\Ir. FRY: I will discues it on the loan 
Yote. The policy that has be('ll clo1ninating 
the railwa~Y ~y<;;ten1 and preycnting it paying 
is wrapped up in the fact that men \\'ere put 
on prior to the lost election and diecharged 
just after the election was oyer. 

The SeCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That rs 
incorrect. 

::\Ir. FHY: If tlw hon. gentleman looks up 
the date of appointnwnt and the date of 
rli~;;chargf'. he "·ill find that those men were 
appointed before the election and discharg·ed 
aftPr the election. The }linister is wrong jn 
his :--tatcnlCnt. 

The CIL\IU:HAK: Ordf't' 1 I hope that 
the hon. member will not discuss that matter. 

:\h. FRY: It is all wrapped up in tho 
que•tion of management. I repeat that the 
raihya~:-s haYc been u:3ed a::. an instrument 
for political purposes, and that is detrimental 
to the general welfan~ and success of the 
railway~. \Yhat is the use of sa:dng that 
The rail wa vs arc here to se rYe the Sta to, 
when \Yl' know verv well that that is only 
part of the rca'on?' \Ye kno\Y that the rad­
·ways arc being run in ~nC'h a n1annt1 l' as not 
only to cause a huge loss to the State. but 
t hcv were also used in connection with tho 
clc~tion. 

I atn going to refer to another thing which 
affPct' mY eledoratc-that is. the railway 
which ''a' promi<ed the people of Kurilp<t 
at the Ja,t elc•ction. 

The CH.'\.IR:\lAK: Order! I hopo I ha.-e 
made it dear to the hon. member, but in 
C'cse lw did not hear me. I will state the 
position again. The con~truction of raihvays. 
can onh· be dealt with on the Loan Esti­
mates. 'The hon. nwmber will be quite in 
order in disrussing the general adn1i11istra­
tion of the Railway Department on this .-ote. 

:\Ir~ FRY: I do not \Yant to di,russ tho 
comtruction of railways from the standpoint 
of loan r, ')llPY at all. The Government 
shoulcl ha.-e sa·,~cd sufficient mom.-' to build 
thj's ralhYa:v in Kurilpa out of rcycnuc. 

The• CIL;.IRMAN: Order! If the hon. 
mcmlwr does not obc:v my ruling I "·ill deal 
IYith him. 

1\Ir. FRY: All I have to sav i< that the 
general adn1inistration of the ~raihYa--rs has 
been C'8"Ticd out in such a "·av as to~ result 
almost in a slate of chaos. If the S'tab is 
losinf £1.000,000 a :·ear, can the railways bs 
said to he successful 0 Are thov not in a 
state of chaos? Hon. membe1·s opposite 

Mr. F1·y.] 
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1:hich a re b.:jng 
of the State and 

nl(_luf'. \Ye kno·,· that tlH~ 
\nJ.;; on<~ :hat ::-honld be 

a pp; a udc-d iu con.--truction. 

The C'fL\IlDL\:'\: Order: I "·ill g·iye the 
hou. lllCPtb:.:r a linal , arnin:T. I ho'---'pt-: that 
h0 di~cn-,'3 the :....:.·c·.nernl atbninistration of 
the I h,, ~·e told him once before. 
and hi~n a~..::ain finail.P. 1hat railway 

1:nBt ht• dcait \Yith on tho Loan 
""·:c the lwn. member did not 

ll1C'. 

~Ir. FRY: I tl,, not intend to continue mv 
renwrk-; ,1n:.· furtl1cr. I can see the position~, 
and I ;vill retire. l am satisfied that I have 
got in \Yhat I \Y<lntcd to :3ay. 

'.\lr. \YElR (Jlar.:dJorourJh): I think that 
the at1 irnde which the hon. member for· 
Kurilpa ha:-i rtclopted in getting in what he 
wants to sa·,· is not rho attitude ;vhich should 
be auoptt'rl.by hou. members. 

::\Ir. FHY: Yo.I all dicl it; ,Ll1d the Chairn:an 
allm,-cd ,.ou to do it. 

The CIL\IR::\IA:'\ : 0I"der : The hotl. mem­
ber has 1·diccted on the Chair, and I ask hin1 
to withdraw that cxprcs:3ion. 

l\rr. FllY: I withdi"rtw it. 

~Ir. 1\."EIR : I think the Secretary for 
Railw<.P.-s can Yf'ry 'in'll be congratulated 
thi~ ·.ea,· aboYC' all other .·f>tHs on thE-~ hope~ 
lcf'~ ~·a~" \Yhirh thl' Oppc .. it-ion me1nbers luiYe 
rnadc our after doing \Yhat the,. could to 
{'ritici~f' t1w n~tlhYny Depal'tlllOllt decently. 
Th('rl i~ (•ne thiug \Y~1ich, in rny opinion, 
nwk0~ dh· cn::-z~ which t1w Opp0sition haYe 
put up ~n~·h a hopuks~ c:lsc--ihat is tl7at the 
Raih ay Dcva1·tn1t>nt is rhc biggest spending 
dcpartnl<'::'lJi in tlv~ Stat'2. The Oppo:Jition 
nttac~\::;; haYc all bcun rninor altttcks. ~ly 
collCL'lJ!ion of the attitude of an Oppo::.ition­
particLdn rly hnn. In-cn1ber,:;: oppo·,itc~ who pro­
fcs~ ro b·~ conllllPITial 111011--i-:; that theY 
shonlcl crlt lcisc th·• G ovc·rnn1c•nt consf ru~'­
tivPlY a' strongly '" pos,ible. The hon. 
mcn1bcr foy Oxlcy ha::- al~o pointc·d out "-hat 
bu~inn.;..~ nH 11 ceulc1 dn ,,-ith the raihvavs. bnt 
hon. Inc;nbl'r . .; Ollpo~in., have not 1nadC nnlch 
of t!Icil· opl1lHtunit~; cf criticising. 

:\h. KELSO: Yrm "·ere not in the House 
at tlw tin1e. 

~Ir. IYEIR: You drm·e me out; it was 
not my faul1. (Laughter.) I thought that 
hon. members oppo,itc ;rould ha,·e assisted 
the GoYCI"IImc11t to f:nd out ;Yhat was wrong 
\vith the : but it is the :-an1c as 
it "·as lnsr llw,- can do i~ to men-
tion tnath.'l''"· like rh,~ liP:hting of ihe Dalby 
platfonn. The Hnihray Department can 
stand Cl·it icis. 1, ~nd I bc1icYC that any con­
slrucri·. D criticism ;yill be \Yelcomed bv tho 
Govrrnn1"nt. Sonh of the con1pa~isons 
which have been n1adr b..- hon. lTICn1bcrs 
opposiu:• have been o11e-e~:ecl. The leader 
of the Country pa:d:- n1adc cmnparisons be­
tween th. \Yest '!"11 Anctralian and qnecnsland 
rail·, a~- . I intorjectod at the time that 
there i:" no cornparison bcnrecn the hvo. 
An,-one w]y., knm; anything about tho 
administratio11 of railway' knows that there 
can be 110 ba~is of cornpD.ri~Dn beh\ e-en those 
two raih,-a·: sYstems. \Ve haYe the record 
in "KnibL;' ·of the train mileage in the 
differc·nt States, and, after all, the train 
mileage is th0 true basis of comparison. 
We find that the train mileage run in the 

[.ilfr. Fry. 

la::ot year aYailablo for cornparison purposes, 
1921, \Yas 10.750,000 in Queensland and 
5.000.( 10 in Western Austtalia, although the 
aetual rnilca 1!C uf Fncs opened for traffic in 
\\" c"torn c\n,tmlia is only, approximately, 
1.500 bc]o;,· that of Ollcenslancl. In conncc~ 
tioll IYith the Y·Orkin~ i:affic the good'3 and 
li.Yr~tock caiTic~d in Queensland amounted to 
3.750.0(J0 tom. nml in \Yutenr Australia to 
2.75o,or:o ton·. I think the fits! attempt at 
cmnParison ~-~honld bo in connection IYirh tho 
Jnilerq:tc Wt1 are running-,yhat it is costing, 
and the tonnage aro hauling. \Ve ran 
lo0k at rho tonnage 1:e .arc hauling oyer the 
line:-' and ~cc \Yhcthrr there i.~ a fair con1pari­
so11 between Queen .]and and other State~ in 
rPgard to the hauling of tonnage and the 
co··t of rnnning the Jinc::-. :Here "·e arc run­
rling Jnorc tlwn hYice thP ntnnbt'r of train 
1niles but carrYing onlv about one-third n1oro 
tonnage. Otl that ·basis of con1parison 
Queensland has not done too bad!:;·. Any­
body can 1cok in thn Con1mi.'--,ioner's report 
and find the list of line' ,,-hich are not pay­
ing. \Yhat is in my mind at the mom<·'nt 
more r·uticularly is the long line that goes 
\Y est to Quilpic and Cmmanml!a. I think 
that in 1~21-22 it showed a loss of £113,000, 
hut the line that strikes rn{1 n1ost forcibly is 
tlw liw: fl'onl Thrt'bine to Xanango and 
Tarong. \\'hich in th0 ~nn1c year n1ade a loss 
of £32.000. This ••wnin.<\' I heard tlw hon. 
rnPmbcr for Burnf'tt cast1gatlng the Govern­
rnent in his usnal f't.,'lc for not giving a better 
scnice on the ~Imtdubbcra line. \Vhat hap­
lll'n' on that line to·cla\? The locs in the 
·:ea,. 1921-22 ;;-as £27.~"-0. I am not going 
to saY that the GnvPrnmcnt are rC'sponsible 
fur thc,t <>fj(l thllt should increap,o fares 
and heir,hts, There only one logical \vay 
out of t-he position. Sornchod~- has sugge-,tcd 
clo::..inq_- do\;n the raihTTnvs which are not 
paYing, and the onlv alfprnatiYc is tD in­
""';"'" fares and freights. But who will sug­
~cst that., Tlw hon. member for Enogp;errt 
~ng·f!c'sted an inrrra::;P in fares and freight;;;:, 
but he (lid not ha;·e the support of his party 
~a1uong~t thf•msolvf's thf'y ,\-('1'(' divided. 
One of tlw mcrnbors of the Countr; part~: 
~the hon. wcmhn for ::\Inrilla~prarticallv 
sai~1 he lwlie;-ed in cutting out fares a;tcl 
freJghts altcgdlwr. Hon. members oppos1te 
cannot make up their minds coherently fer· 
1!,-e minutes as to ;Yh0thcr thcv want this 
part.' to cJo:G do1vn 11Jf' non-pa:s.~ing lines or­
increase fares and freights. 

~Ir. \VALKER: He onlv acl,-ocated reduc· 
ing tho frei~ht on necrss~ll'i'e~. 

:'\fr. \YEIR: T take it that in the \Yedl'rll 
('cmntn .. · all thing;; ar(' nf'CC'"'Wl'ie T 'do not 
k-10w anything g·oing to the \Ycsl: that is 
nnt a necessity. 

:Hr. CLAYTON: \Yhat about beer? 

l\Ir. \YEIR: I clo not \Yant t.J enh r into " 
di~cus:::ion on prohlbition. or I br>llf'VC I n1ig})t 
ccnvert the hon. member for \\"idc Bay if 
h0 is sit,ccrc. Getting bnrk to the rr.ilways, 
I am with the hon. member for ::\Iurilln in 
~(lvino· that we Jhonld look at. this positio·1 
r..ore ~broadly, but I am not. an extremist. 
I nm a. qanc nnd -sober n1an \Vho wants to SPC 
"·here he is going. I do not ,·ant to _rw1 
amok like the hon. me, m bel' for :VIun!la. 
who wants free passage over the railways "]] 
over the State. at le,1st until this new view­
point is poosible of n'alisation. 

At all events, I started out to ,S'1V that 
fair criticism is a thing which the Govern-
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n1cnt 'vclcon1c. I haYc vi·aichcd th· opera­
tions of tla:> Hail way D0p 1rtmc:1t pn'tty 
dns('ly. and I haYe con1l' to the ('Ondu-,ion 
that. if thP !wad, of t_!-,,, department ·,,-ei'P 
imltned -..Yith the desire to n1ake thP 1·nihn1~-s 
tl1c sw·c·e~.z \n::- v. ant thcn1 to be. the S('rYiCc' 

T uld be be it> r than · I kno·.·· 1luu to· 
Df th(' for it1~pL'O\·rj 

th(' rank and li1c·. 
said, "\YlwL <·ho 

t).1C'~~ J_i'. in the• 
1r ".joriiy ·: ., Thl'~· Ul'l' in tlH~ nlujo1·it~-. I 
ndn1it. and on that ba::-:i::~ on0 -..vonld l'XlJ.'Ct 
rl1o·ct of the suggestions to come fron1 ~hcrll; 
but ·1vhat I waut to point L·nt is that then~ 
arc rncn \Tho arc rcs110n· iblc hC'ads. and '' e 
are not ~C'tl ing the lH'rf'cntagL" of -snggc:~tiol;.s 
fron1 them that sornething new or ~o~ncthing 
better -.houlJ be rlotlt' 1,;1ai \\·e a.l'C t;"l'lli11g 
from the r"nk and file. That souMb as i E 
ntcst of the effort is coming fron1 the i';"lnk 
.and file, anLl I sa.v that it is alwa~.-s con:ing 
from thr rank and file. I want to go further 
[lnd ~ay that the hea-ds gcncra.lly rue not 
doing a fair thing. I arn not saying in an::­
carplng spirit that they are setring out 
not to do a fair thing or to do an unf,ir 
thing: but they ar0 not imbued \Yith a de:~irP 
to do ~mn0thing big-; ::otnething that 'vi1l 
la::;.t; sornctl11ng that will be a n1onun1C'Ilt to 
tbcir scrYicc in the Railw·ay DepartlnPnt. I 
sav that definitelv. ·when the\· '~" the 
n0Ccssity for ('onsidering the raih\·:1y ~en·iec 
as their SL'rYir·c and institute ne~: ~y:-:.tPnh 
and methods which \Yill make it l;,-ttcr, then 
ihe\· ,,·ill jnstify their occupaucY of thcie 
positions. I do not say that without kno\ring 
sornetbing about iL and. I \V~Ult to take "orne 
.things that a.rp ha11pcniug in thi"' St 'lL' af' 
\rcll as in ever,_· countrv in tht.• \Yorld ancl 
chaw the attc~tio11 o( hon. n1Cinbt::r:; to 
them. America i.s sufl'ering n1orc tlHtn C:tny 
-Dthcr conntl·"'"o-, and in the Con1mOlL;etdth 
Queensland i~ probabt suffering- more thau 
any other Stall'. 

Take dl(' \Ya,te in water aud coa.l. ..:.\n~-· 
ntan \rho ha:-: stood in the }.I a r.d1orou.;;h 
traffic yard will agree \Yith me. Take any 
yard-H.ockhan1pton 1 \Y <U'\Yick. Tcowoornba. 
.Thlaryborough. Townsville-in nine t'<l '·'-'S out 
of ten vou ,,-i]l find the station built in the 
cC'ntrc ~f the tovn1 a.nd running both w:tys. 
\\'hy I memion that is that, unfortunate'!:", 
fcJJ' rnanv \ ('al'l3 there haE; 110\'Cl' L_·c1t a 
('oncretc ~ s:-~tern of sho,ving iirc1110n and 
engine-drivers the point at \Yhi('h the~: want 
tc. stop shovelling coal into the engine-no 
attempt to instruct them. I lwlic.Yc all 
~4.nstralians are out to do their best. and I 
bdieve that '"" in Queensland ha.Y<O pcrh~ps 
the best runnin, .. ,taff in the Commonwealth. 
I han• worked 3n the railwa "'· but I am not 
going to n;· that without other proof. Look 
al the rcsn1t on paper in the statistics. 
Take any branch in the doparimt'llt. I am 
not going to ~ay that the IocomotiYc ma.n is 
deo;erying of any more credit than the naYYy, 
but I am going to say that the locomctive 
man is entitled to just a.s much credit as auy 
nt<tn in iho :3crvicc) because he i8 doing good 
;rork. Take the trains \Yhich travel between 
hrre and :\1arybmough. Take the number of 
<:lavs and the number of trains that are run. 
Ask anv man \.vho travels on our raihYavf:., 
and I think h~ will agree that lw gets tho 
best senice in tlw whole svstem bchYccn the 
border :tnd Rockhampton. · 

Mr. CLAYTO:\: No t ra.in has ever been laic 
since I have been a member. 

:\Ir. \YEIR: Give the lcrornr~tiYc rrtf'n 
decent eng-ine:"- anll dt•e nt cl:nd.itiuns and 
the re~ults- are a cn'dit tu the ~tatc. 

:\Ir. KEl.'O: I< t:rrt an irLinuation that 
they arc 11.01 gettin~; dccc1:t engines? 

:\J:r. ~.YEIH :- ~o. The 1:1ail train is running-
good and the re; ore t hev mu~t ha vo 
g;oolL TlH' Gcvernmcn1~ should in:3ti-
tutc a to deal \\·ith these tLd1nical 
<JUCstions, and they shouhl instn:ct the 
\"ouugt'l' n:cn tha L "-!tell they arc .run1~1ng 
~lo\Yn- th(' station-Yard and are golllg 1nto 
thr shed \Vithin ha~lf an hour or n qua.ncr of 
an hour in 601110 ca~c•, it i.:: \\Tong t_rorn a 
tedu1iral and econo1nical p_)int of YlC\Y to 
kec•') an fi.rr> allcl full head nf steanJ. 
rl c ~~ uf o-f pounds arl" \Yasted. in 
thi~ ·'·ay en:-ry ye<~l'. 1 ltaYl' lJC'PH ha.;nn1rnng 
awaY at the~P tbing3 for a lo_ng 1InH'.. It 
is n0t a C':1SC of a yoicc ('rying 111 the w1l~der~ 
pc,:;·. bo{ a use t can :::.cc :::onH: of tl10 tlnngs 
beinp; clone. I hope more ,nil be clone. 

I \Yish now to rleal with thrc n-iticrsm of 
the hon. lllClnlwr for Oxlcy. I was. 1n 
I]J~\Yieh from 1912 to 1916 during the tnno 
that the piece\\crk system or the bonus 
syE-tcm \YUE-, in \-oguc. I ··aw all that stn!f 
t [·ied on the men; and I want to \Yarn th1s 
Committee that immediately they tr~: the 
piecework or bonus sy~tem on the ra1h\·ay 
men at Ipswich they \nil stop \York. I say 
ad,-isedly· that they wrll not _tolerate tt. I 
recollect di,tinctlv the occaswn when the 
boilcr-rnakcrs sa iLL '' l1aye it on y~JUr own; 
we will not have it." That was then ~·en1ark 
when an attcrnpt 'vas uutdc to fo12t the 
bonu;; sntun on them. It vcould be wrong 
in principle to introduce . such a system, 
because it is pcrniciou::::. I r~collect .. go1ng 
round the yard:=-:. and conYer::nng \Vlth the 
foreman at Ip,wiclr. and looking at the work 
donf' nndcr tltl' viec:Pwork ;;;ys.tenl and. the 
da,·-labour svstem. I had an cxpenence 
tra,·clling around from East Ipswtch m 
carria!:!:e:3 built unclcr the plCCC\York sy;:;.tem. 
TheY 'cr,,aked so much that the,· resPmblcd 
~ bi·ass banJ. l~nder that systenl the men 
turned out Ycry shodd:,· work. An~· cystem 
which a[feds the rolling-stock from thP pmnt 
of Yie'' of the health oi the public and from 
the point of Yie\Y of danger to the lrfe of 
the public is gross]'." \Yrong. It woulc~ be 
wrong for any GoYernrncnt to fm~t pieC'o­
'rork on tlwsc nren. 

I haYe been yer·.· much struck by the tone 
of hon. member,, oppmitc to-night. [ recol­
lcct~it was bdor·c the last clcctions-;-hon. 
rnen1br:rs opposite saying- that the rarhYay3 
'"""e oYerstaffcd. To-night the hon. member 
for Burnctt ,ays, "PNi·sh the thought! 

\YhoeYcr Gaid the railway men 
[9.30 p.rn.] were going slmY ?" I recollect 

the hon. member for Oxlcy and 
the hon. member for Dalby saying that the 
Railwav Department \Yas shockmgh· oye:·· 
staffed.· cmd going· on to try to proYc thetr 
ea. :se. 

1\Ir. BRAXD: There has been deflation 
since that 1imc. 

Mr. '\YEIR: Nrorh eycrv def!ate:l man 
has been put back 'again: ~ho,ving ('Oll­

clLtsivch· that twelYe month~ ago the defla. 
tion< "ierc not justified. 'l'ho GoYernment 
are vcrv apt. as all Govcrnment3 c.re, to 
listen to th~ howl;; of the "Couricr." the 
" Dailv :MaiL" allll the Opposition. . The 
Government have had an opportumty of 
reali5ino- what thcv ifaye done. and they 
find tlt;t thev "ere not justified in jeopar­
dising the s'cr,-ice and pandering to the 

Mr. Weir.] 
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popular ho1Yl. Th0y re( ,Js.ni~c that they 1vcre 
wrong. I-:lon. 1ncn1b~'r~ oppo:'itc haYl' clt~cricd 
tll0 GOYC'l'lln1enr for not r0trr-nrhino· and 
1JaY0 told 1 he Gon'rnmc;ll· iiwt thc·r~· \YCl'C' 

3,000 rncn tco n1nn~ in the Haih1·a., Dcnart­
nlf'Ylt. L · -t Yf'ar· tl1c lHnL JrH'I~nbL'l' ~ for 
::\Inrilla ::-tatcc( thai thou~and~ of raihnn­
rrH•u 0mplo.vcd in alJ ]H1rt·,;; of QncPns'lan~l 
\\"C'l'f' only killing· iiJnC'. ".\--:-o one has :'laid 
that to-PiQ·ht. TheY arc not killin(r time. 
'I1H'Y kilif:·d thr ·Opi1q::;ition a1· the Ll~t elec­
tion. I J-ul\·e ah,-avs sl&ted ihat ihe criticism 
of th~ rail\\·av men mu.,t be fair. I haYl' 
ahyavs been -constant in 1nv drfenre of the·"P 
nlC'JL~ b0cnn~P I knew po~·fr·rtly \Yell 1vl;at 
thc:v ,,-ere doing. They are doing a fair day's 
-..rork anc1 gf~tting good results. 

I I\· ant- 1 o 1-1 Jk <l}Jc>LH tbr• quc.;;;;t ion of lo{'o­
ntoti,·r.; !~·c·I~C'i'tdl,. I think thP hon. mcm1Jcr 

::\unclah refencd to some old practice that 
ber'll in in the raihntY 
)''ur.-~ I eutL•rc-d tlH' ra~J\YRY~ 

1899. in the hishp· oi the 
Rail\. cty Ilt'partlllNJt men in the 'far \Yest 
~u1d thP .2\nnh hcn-ing to ]c>aYc thciY en.gin(.:; 
and .: .. ro -inro th(' lm..::h and gather horse' 
lllallllre to dop the il'akv boiler·.'· \Ye arc 
told by tlw l1c•n. nlC'JllbPi' for Xundah that 
thnt i:-. hcq1]WHin:~ noY\'.. It haq ahnty~ hap­
)1Clll'd. It is nne of the means adopted by 
t.IH• tncn to get to the end of their journey. 

:\lr. ](EL o : I did not nwkc any reference 
to it. 

::\Ir. YrEIH: I thouc;·ht it \\·as the hon. 
DJ(·;J:bel'. It I belie r:. th<' hon .. JnemlJLT 
for Pu:Tt<'! r ntacle 1 he: l'l'llHtd.:.. I 
'' to <li~abu ·t' Lon. lP.E'tnb:rs' 1niuds of 
l i dr>a : b ,11 that llC'II deyicc. It 
ha:- a hYa v.~ be('n '' kno\nl a::.:nong ~t loco-
rnotiYt\ u~en.. Th0y ha.\-e to adopt the bc'-t 
nH an" tlH'_\- can. \Yhnt i~ n1ore, in a big 
H'n·1u' like• W<~ ha·n•, 1\ ith hundi·(•d,;; of loro­
nlotiYcs in U:-'e, jt lws alwavs beu1 a C8~e of 
the Lad \' at('r tlwt }p1..:: had ~to be u:-:.ed. Take 
his Junction. £or in>tance. An.,-onc \rho 
knows annhing- abou1 the water at 'Isis Junc­
tion will, b('ar'-' 1no out that the gauge glass 
will show as runch froth on tlw \Yator as 
there is on a pint of be· er. Thai" sho'' s con­
du~ively rhat th0.s0 n1cn huye a big struggle 
in carrying out t}H..•ir duties. There scen1s to 
b,, a bclid cxi,tincr that these things have 
only happened in ;:ccent years. The:.· haYe 
always happe1wd. \Vhile tbc Incn struggle 
along un<l0r th<·se conditions tlwv haYc to do 
the bc,t possible. ' 

L0t me also deal with 1 he " pooling 
systen1" .U"- applied to IocotnotiYes. I have 
m·wr bc0n a lOJ per cent. pooler. :\[any 
n:l'n haYe argu0cl in faYOUl' of tllr pool­
ing S)-st0n1. Although I haYc worked the 
:-h0ch for Yr:ns and Y<.'ar:;;, 1 ha,-e alway~ 
taken the ~·iew that the policy of tying an 
engine up cannot be justified. There was a 
day-in IH,Y tinH•, too-when the nH'll got off 
the engine, and that Pngine stopped until the 
n1en \VE'r0 required to go to \York again. I 
belieY<' that the <'ngine can work longer than 
the man. That is the onl,· way the best can 
bP got out of an png·lne. Th0rc is, howcyer, 
a limit to that. :i'vfy argument is that three 
~cts of men will do more justice to a. loco· 
n1otin~· in a year than eight or ten sets of 
men will do. Look at the oil consumption 
in the departmf'nt 1o-day! Circulars are 
i::::-ucd PYPl'Y YYef'k and notices appPar in thP 
week!:- notices drawing the attention of the 
men to the excessive use of oil. That tells 
me that in the multifarious me of the 

[lJJr. Weir. 
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inter0st i~ nobody':; 
inten•..;;t.. of 1 ht• l11l'Il in !hP 
onginc unclcl' those cil'C·urnstancos ceases IYhen 
the n1en cPa"'-e duty on it. I do not bcllev0 
in the en;;·ine stcuirling idl0, but there is a 
lin1it c\-011 to that. To work an ongine l:.-ith 

lTIO!'C t hau four st•t:-:; of IlH'll 1nntld. in n1;v~ 

ditio•l~ of tllr"' ltl!'D tll •n 
nr;-n or k('ClJing 0:1gitlt':'i ::-:.~·t ct'l't-ai:n 
J!l(·li .. 'fhl'~ rvmnrk~ ar<' ,_,nt HlY 0\\"11, and 
:! i'l' lw.sc'd u 1 )\.~tl thin£!·" t !r1 t I lla \-(\ S('('ll, a}ld I 
hn 1·e made- thrill i1;· the hope that 1 hey "·ill 
do ~on1c g-ood.. \Ye can all ~ce somL·lhin~ 
\\1 <tiHl I cou!d P'ei· up nnc1 critici~-e for 

little tbinE~ th'lt do not nwttrr. 
1 ~~ a 

i~ ur to 11H'U1b('l".;;;; of 
tr; t-Jfl' 'l' ~ume cmJstnrcti\ L' 

criti(;i..:nl of a dc ... i_rnctiYt1 nr..htn• .. 
1 coiH!TatHlntc the ~Jinistel' on the ~-car's 

results, 'nnd particularly I do f·o bcrausc of 
rhc \·er_\~ poor that ha;;; lH'Cll n1adc ont 
by thC' hon.. opposite 011 a YCry Lig 
indu~tt·~- like the raih·;ay:-~. 

:Hr. BHA:'\D (IJurru111): The hon. member 
for ..:\Iar_>:t"·:n·cJU!2.'h can ccrtajnly bt~ <H'CUSt1 d 

·l"tt'tlC'Y-c01I:"1~tencv 111 accu~1ng- nH'nl­
tlY' .. Opposi1 ion at ail tinics ,_of llnt 

the Go,-crnment. 
Mr. WEIR: Intelligently. 

::\lr .. BH~-\='~D: The ho11. n1C1nbcr ran 
to'1.. ~Jnny Jwn .. mf'mbt'rq nn thif--
becll lr•c1t~-~ LelieY0 thut th0 hon. genrle-
1\·hn ha.•. ln'-t rP:-.nmed his j.:; so1ne~ 
-in thP na"ture of a ::\npoloou railwa~ 

fJJHlllCf', hnr in hi"' ~pocrh to-night has no't 
nfferecl that enn . ...:trnrti"'i o critici:o-;ni that he 
co~nplain'"- i~ nnt offer( d on thc:::.c E.s61nate~. 

Tl1e SECRETIHY R.\lf.\YIYB: There ha· 
hcen <Jbu::;.c offc,red son1c lHJn .. n1cinber5 ou 
rh at ;;:;idc. and tlLrc- ha: <! ho bnen :30inc 
cnJJ:-'tnlcti \·e n cl \·ice. 

::\Ir. BRA:\'D: The• hon. nH'mber for Oxh'y 
(lffercd ~~onl~' fnw tl10u£!.·hts and sug·g·cstion:-'. 
"·hich ,Jwnld be• ,- r1· lw!pful 10 the ~.:\J:ini<tl'l'. 

Tlw SLEET IRY FOR R.lll.\Y.IYS: I onl:· \Yish 
I hrrt tlw speeches of ilw other hon. members 
\\'t'l'C like hi~. 

:\Ir. BHc\::\D: I hope that the sug·gc'.stion-> 
offen•d to dw ::\Jini<tcr ,,-i]] bear fruit. and 
that lw wi1l rpcogni~o that 1hey were offered 
In the spirit of furthering tlw best interbts 
of the railways and for no oth0r plll'pos,'.. I 
nn1 one YYho recognise~, in di"'cussing the 
Estimates under reYiew, that the policy of 
the GoYernment ah,·ays plays an important 
part in the administration. It has to be 
l'f'l11Cnlherf'd, ::;o far as the pr0scnt GoYern­
J:nent arc rorH'ern1•d. that thcv haYe exercised 
their rig·ht in that' direction, to the full. In 
fact. po,litical influ0Hcc l1as been ra111pant in 
the Raika: D0part-ment. I \Yould like to 
offer n1v cone:r.atulations to the Con1111i~sioner 
an cl his' sta.ff·· right do,,-n to tlw nayvy on the 
lin0 "' to the man1wr in ,,-hich thev haYe 
carri0d on the adn1inistration of the i·aih\·ay 
syslem in Qu<•emland in spite of the fact that 
men have from tim0 to time been jerry­
mandNed into the s<'rYice oYN the heads of. 
some of the officers for political purposes. 

At 9.40 p.m., 
;'.1r. Dn;RTAX (Gif111Jli1'), one of the p.1nel 

of Temporan· Chairmen, rclieYed the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. PEARE: \\'hat has happ0ned to the 
a ppcal board ? 
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:\[r. llR A~D: The appeal board does not 
often ccnn(' off. as the hon. f?"entlcnutn kno~.vs. 
'ThP hon. membc•r knmvs tba·t there have been 
such inst·lnCf's as I haYe stated. 

::\Ir. '•YEIR: You had belt er epccify them; 
you ,·annot n1cntion on(' case. 

:\lr. CL\YTOX: Of course he can. 

:\lr. BR\:\D: I do not \vish to mention 
:111v n:nnc'. but tlw hon. member for 2\Jar:·· 
l1oi·ou~Zh knoiY.:' that there "\nts a case quite 
rcccnt,ly at I3undabcrg. 

lllr. \YEIR: Spccif~ it. 

:\Ir. BRAXD: It has been stated by hon. 
members that we ha.-e a vcrv efficient staff. 
If IYC arc~ going to continlic to haYe an 
cffi{'ient stnft, 1vc must recognise that 1vn 
!Jc,n• to treat the employees decently. l 
should like to see our railwau staff the best 
in the Commomvealth of Au,traJia. I should 
likP to ~ec thel11 n1adc a. 1110del for all others 
to co11. ~. To bring that ~bout, I an1 of 
opinion that the 1\'finistcr shon1cl a:ivo better 
condition. than he is gi.-ing to-day to thoee 
Pn;ploycd in the Railw:ty Dcprrrtmcnk 

I arn noi going to touch on tho hours and 
coucbtion-- of son1c of our ralhray cn1ployecs, 
Lut I think ho11. 11101nb(\r~ \\-ill UUTCC with me 
th<1t sonJc of tht: houi'ing condi1ions under 
whil'h the ::\linist r expects ••mplovees to live 
arc ll10d rtY111Ltlling-. TJ1is avplies particu­
larly in ~he ca"c: of lcngthsrn0n \vho are liYing 
in house's which mav be truthfully described 

LoYt>l;-:;. and \v·ho ~trc r•xpcctccl to bring- np 
familips v hi le living under those 

cnndition::;.. 

ThP Sr:cm:T,IHY FOil R,\JLWAYS: Ha.-c :,ou 
<lilY idP'1 what the prPscnt Go\·ernment arc 

a ( ::.:nnparcd \Y1th 1.vhat \Yas 
b~- prc:Yions (_i ~YcrnF10nts? Tho 

~Jl'l'\-~OU:'. CoYCl'lli_<Cllt '.YC'rc ab~olutcly shock­
JIL.· 111 tiH•ir ",u1t of aHPnrion to the needs 
nf <'lllployoes. 

:\lr. BHA~Jl: There arP small house, m 
\vhich ,'-Ol!H' of unr bL-:t en1vlo_vPes haYf) to 
liYf conta ini1;g ouJ.v three roorns and a 
kitchen, and without u brrthroorn. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR H_ATL\V.\Y~: \Yhen case;; 
an~ laid bC'fore the~ C(:rnn1issioncr, ] find that 
h(• is YC'l'.\' syinpathetically inrlincd. 

:\Ir. BIL\XD: I do not know about that. 
I ha vc ldaccd ca~es bL•fore the Con1missioner, 
but not a bathroom has ',,t rraterialised. 
Take the conditions under \vhich ernDlov(~es 
haxe to 'York in the sugar districts: The 
\Yorkcrs' Accommodation Act provides for 
the· employee on a sug-ar farm to be supplied 
\vith a suitable• bathhouse. Yet the Secre­
tar~-- for Hailwa-:s has hPndrcds of houses 
under his charge without " betthroom--

Thc SECRET.\HY FOR RAILWAYS: Your 
Government erected the house"·. 

:\Ir. BRAND: I sincerelv trust that the 
:\Iinistcc· will take the ma.tter intn comidem­
tion. ancl that he will see that it is most 
c·scntial for the lcngthsmen to have bath­
rooms. By reason of the nature of tb~ir 
work. it is necessary for them to clean them­
seh-cs. and they can onlv do so ]Jroperly by 
h2.nng a decent bathroom. 

I ha.-e listened to hon. members on both 
sides of the House o3peaking ah)nt excessive 
freig-hts &ne! fares. \Ye havp bce11 told that 
the Railway Department are charging exces­
SIYe freights. This I am prepared to admit, 

but I am not one of those '.d10 sav that 
frt'ights should come down all rotu;d~not 
"' e1i to the country people. I bolie·;e that 
we should extend to the cotmtry people 

a"i,tance possible. but this should not 
if it i, going to rucan that raihYay 

{~n111loyc·c· rnust accept reduced VdJ.ge The 
hot1. mr'mhcr fm· Ro"ewooJ said that the 
011ly \nJ.y to Jnakc~ the raihva~vs pay v,'onld 
b~ by either eh arging higher freights or 
reducing 1vag0:::;. l s1Ilcc::..·Pl:y t.rust that. 
fn,ights will no1 be reduced. if that 1vill 
r.1cru1 a reduction of \Yagcs. I agru:: that 
then• are some things for \Yhich a ]o,,·er· 
freight should lJ •. pro.-iclcd. It is recc"iniscd 
d1at roach are npcrssary to a:.-;is-f: the rail­
ways ancl to de.-elofl the conntry, so that 
grcat--r production to proYide freight for our 
raiJwa,~-:-; will u•ko plac0. and \YC' nnu::t have 
l!p-to-clat(~ machiner,y for th0 construction 
of these roads. Only quite teccntlv the shire 
council in rny dislrict endC'aYou~~ed to get 
mmc mcchinc1·y np from Brisbane for t.hc 
purpose of c~l rryinp: out tnore::- effective works 
OH J·hc,e roads. They brought one motor­
truck which •n•if{hcd 7 tons 16 C\\ t. from 
Brisbane. and tbc:v were cha,.ged b;<.' the 
department £46 12<. for that small truck. 
Th0 1\lini:::i er n1lg-ht wpJl ]n._~k into this 
ntnttcr. and .sec if '-it i.• not nof'::-iblo for these 
roadn1<1 king to ll:w carried over 
thP raihva·-. t1 Sllccia_l rate, such as 1s 
paid 011 agricullnra1 produce and other 
goods. 

The mutter of con l supplies for our rai!w>ns 
hns hccu l'nuchcd on bv sotTlC hon. rnen1bOI~s. 
and hnYing a conh1lilliil,f2,' area in elector~ 
n!c I \Yish to say -=mncthing- on rnatteL 
I <lnl not a1 all satisfied \Yith the nwnrh:J' in 
~ bich the ~,Ijnisi-cr Uf'l ~ hi" power in the 

of ohl--:inin~· SHlllllics of c0al for 
depots. 

F011 R.UL> \YS: .\-sa n-1attc'l' 
J:ol <'X<'lTise the po\\·<·n at all. 

::\Ir. BRA~]): I am of th<e opinion that 
1 hP ~Iini::>tcr doL'~ t'x-crcise his p0wer:::.; with 
1 t-'gaul to sornc ('[ the' coal snpplietl to son1e 
oi the depots. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1:LuLVVAYS: Th0 or2cr~ 
n r, placed by the Commissioner. 

:\lr. BRAXD: I am very pleased to have 
tl1at assurctr1CC. I believe that Go.-crnment 
pc,]ic:.· should play some part in this matter, 
but to-day we ha.-e the anomal.Y of coal being 
supplied to the Gympic depot from Ipswich­
a distance of something like 130 miles-when 
muc.h superior coal ca.n be obtained at the 
Durrum-a distance of onlv 7c miles. It is 
n,cognisecl by all that the Burrum is a much 
mperior coal to the coal in the Sonth. The 
p1 ivate users of coal in the Gym pie district 
draw their supplies from the Burrum. I 
submit that private enterprise has always 
r0cognised efficiency in connection IYith ~!ly­
th!ng it requires. I am satisfied that 
Bm·rum coal is a much more efficient coal 
and a muc.h cheaper coal to the people in 
Gvmpie than the coal drawn from the South, 
0therwise they would not use Burru:n coal; 
they would get their coal from the f\outh. 

:VIr. GLEDSON : So they do; the:· go to 
Bunclanba. 

2\lr. BRA::\'D: The :Minister stated a while 
o,;ro tha.t he did not exercise his powers, and 
Cwould like to know whY it is that he got 
eo~! from the Baralaba 'State coalmine-a 
distance of something like 200 mi!e,-for the 

1lir. Brand.l 
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Bnndabcrg depot >vhen coal could be obtained 
from the H<nvard area-a distance of onlv 
3" n1ilcs. ~ 

Mr. GLED),QX: You knov;- that is not &:J. 

:\[r. BRA:\D: That has been w. 
ft.1r. GLEDSO:\: They arc not doing it now. 
~lr. BIL\:~\D: BN'lu:;;e Bttralal·:L co~tl ~-·cl:-; 

p1ovcd to be not cfiiciont. 
The SECHETAHY FOR R.ULW.\YS: You have 

got a con1parison of ihe prices. The coal is 
mixed with Styx coal. 

l\lr. BRA~D: The hon. gentleman knows 
that tho comparison of prices doe• not come 
into the matter at all. He knows that it is a 
matter of policy to develop a State mine, and 
!hat he had to take the coal whether it suited 
his dcpartrn('llt or not. Engine-drivers and 
firemen in the Railway Department have 
inton·icw0J the :\Iinister tin1e and again with 
regard to the Baralaba coal, in1p~oring hin1 
to g-in? them decent coal to work with. In 
replying to some of the deputations the hon. 
,;entleman has stated that Baralaba coal is 
mc·.t efficient coal. \Ve have had replies from 
the Enginemen's Association stating that 
from a practical point of view the Baralaba 
coal is not a suitable or payable coal to the 
Railway Department. I am going to read a 
letter, which was published, from the presi­
dent and secretary of the Enginomen's 
Association in the Central Division. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: That was three years ago. 

Mr. BRA:\D : It was in 1921. It is signc;d 
.bv Messrs. A. \Y. Smith and R. P. i\lacoun. 
and reads-

" J\Ir. Larcombe's statement can be 
accepted. as it is probably correct that he 
has not !Jcen adyised to the contrarv, but 
\Ve can assure yon that con1plaint.s~ have 
b en and are still being repeatedly made 
to the hca ds of the Railwa.v Department. 
particularly as to the broken-Hp concli· 
tion in which this coal is being supplied 
to ]ocomotiYe~. its tPndC'ncv to for1n a 
clinker. and its closing up· the tnbes at 
thn end of the' fire-box, resulting in the 
late running of train:-~. rrhen there are 
report.". etc., not to Inention an excesslye 
an::l unreasonable amount o.f work entailPd 
on the ftrcmun, and a lot of unparlia­
mcntar:Y. though pardonable. language on 
it; qualities. all in an attempt to proyc 
its unsuitabi1ity goneral1:v for 1oeornotiyc 
purpos()S in trnin 1vorking." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is not 
being used now. It is being mixnd with 
::)tyx coal with most excellent results. 

Mr. BRA:\D: It has been stated ],v the 
Minister in rcplv to denutations that it was 
his intention to mix the- coal >Yith Stn: C<'al. 
It has actually happened that in tlw ·cC'ntral 
DivisiDn ,....-hen the clriYers have bt:cn coln­
pelled to use Baralaha coal thev huye not 
bL,en ab1r to get their {'ngin(•s alor'lg, and had 
to "pinch" some Blair Athol coal >vhich was 
in other trucks. 'I'he :Minister knows per­
fectlv well that in the <'arb· part of this 
;~·car a deputation from the Bundaberg 
Engine1ncn's As:.;ociatjon plac'd before hin1 
the facts in regard to the worki11g of that 
·Coal. which showed that the coal was a most 
unsuitable coal foe raihva;~· purposes and was 
bemg· used to the clctrimcn! of the Railwav 
Department. • 

Th? SECRETARY rou R.ULWAYS: You know 
:vou <1rP wrong. ·You kno-w the roal h. b0ing 

oznixed. 

[111r. Brand. 

:\I1·. BR,\:\D: The· hem. ge .. tleman told 
them that the coal Y.as splendid coaL but 
that in future he• 1\·onld r11ix it wid1 Sn·x 
coal :30 tlwt they v:ould haye h better cLi'3s 
of coal. 

The SECRET.\RY ron R.uL \\' \YS: With !Ioocl 
Styx coal--that JS right. 

At 9.51 p.m., 

The CHAJll\IAX or CmDIITTEES (:Hr. Kin: an, 
Bri.</)'lnr) resumed the chair. 

:\Ir. BHA :\D: In the district >vhich I rcpo·e­
Fr>nt the c·ngine1nen are clan1ouring for 
}3tururn coaL which is r€'cognic,.ed ns the best 
locornoti,~,, coal in QuePnsland. The hon. 
gPntlPman knows that pcrLctly well, as he has 
haJ deputation after depututio11 \Yaiting upon 
him on the matter. But for political reawns 
ht• scculs io think that it is his dut as a 
Minist"r to see that the Burrum coaiminers 
get as little work as possible fron1 the Rail­
" ay Departrrwnt. 

l\lr GLEDSOX: You arc incorrect. You 
should not say that. 

Mr. BRA:\]): I can assure the hon. mem­
ber for Ipswich that the coalminers of the 
HmYard district recognise that, as is eyident 
from the big I'Ote I recciYecl on the coalfield 
at the last election. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' LAXDS: Do they 
think you would get it for them' 

Mr. BRA:\D: There is another matter 
with regard to coal which I would like to 
bring before the Minister. I hope that the 
hon. g-entleman will extend the eo m cssion of 
special freights to coal when the destination 
is to such a place as >Yill preYcnt the importa­
tion of :\ewcac .. tle coal. I think that it 
should be ot~r duty as Queons1andcr:;; to see 
that our own coal is u .. cd for our own 
rt>quircment~. If it i:3 pos~ib1o tn krq1 out 
l\'ewcastle coal, the Railwa.- Department 
should lend a hand hy reducing frci~Ihts so 
that our own coal can be used instead. 

Mr. Gu:nsox: The Railwav Department 
does not use :\~c,vca~·tle ~...-oa1. 

Mr. BRA:\D: I do not sav that tlw Rail­
wav D 'partment use' :\e>Ycastle coal. To 
make mvsclf clear to the hon. meml,er. I 
would pc;int out that quite a number of gas­
\"\ orks in Queensland procure their coal frmn 
l\'ewcnstlP. yet WP ha.-c a coal in the Burrum 
distrid which will produce gas, coke. and 
tar of g·ood quality. 

The CHAIRi\L\:\: I do not think the hon. 
member is in order in dealing with the 
quqlity of the Burrum coal. 

J\I!·. BRA:\D: I am only cndea.-ouring to 
jnstif.Y my contention that we should have 
cheaper freights in ordf>r to heep this trade 
>1'it hin our St 1 te and keep out ::\ e\ncastle 
eo al. I hope the :\linistor will do all he can 
to hPlp us. 

I am going to condemn the method under 
which the department is using special trains 
in countrY districts. \Ve know perfectlv well 
that on 'sundavs in the ritv of Brisbane 
trains arP run b.y the department and not by 
political bodies. but in the district which I 
represent. ,v}wn the '3ugar-canc harvesting 
season comes along. the Australian Labour 
part: 3':ern to get a monopoly of running 
Runda\ excu:rsion trains. Throughout the 
lean season of the year-and particularly 
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bas this been so this Year-the department 
has run S{h:ciJl train.S to tht• ~L'a~idc. to 
Pialba and Urangan, and I believe has made 
a very good profit out of it, but when the 
better times come along we find that thE' 
Auctralian Labour pf\rty have applied to the 
~.1inister for the trains for the whole of the 
suitable Sunda,-s throughout the seawn and 
ha v :~ a rnonopol.v. 

The SECREHHY roR RAILWAYS: That is an 
absolute fabrication. 

:Mr. I3RAXD: The ::'.Iinister knows that 
they have m·erv pay Sundav each month 
booked up. I \vant to be "perfectlv fair. 
The hon. gcntlemctn knows perfectlv well 

·that the Australian Labour partv" have 
secured trains right throughout the· season, 
and that ho is not running trains during the 
crushing season. 

Tho SECRET.IRY FOR RAILWAYS: Thev never 
applied to me. That is an absolute fabrica­
tion. 

Mr. I3RAXD: The hon. gentleman's 
<!cpartment will n?t be running trains during 
1ne present crushrng season, when it would 
have been possible to make a decent profit. 

'They have been handed over to a political 
body. 

The SECRETARY FOR RHL\VAYS: Why did 
you not raise that matter departmentally? 

Mr. BRA""D: I would like to deal now 
with the attitude which the Minister has 
.adopted in regard to sidmg accommodation 
at different centres in mv electorate. \Ve 
know that in the cities people who desire 
Biding" have not to pay any added cost in the 
shape of freight for the right to use them; 
yet '!1. rny electorate people living in certain 
localrtres must not onlv make a contribution 

·towards the erection o·f the sidings but they 
have also to pav ls. a ton until the cost is 
wiped out, and 'then the siding becomes the 
property of the Railway Department, and 
not the property of the farmeB. 

Mr. SwAYKE: That is not fair. 
[10 p.m.] 

Mr. BRAND: It certainlv is not imd I 
ask the Minister to release the farm~rs from 
the special royalty charges imposed with 
respect to many sidings in mv electorate. 
Only quite re-:;enth- I intervie>ved the hon. 
gentleman with regard to a certain sidino­

·Oll the Wallaville line, and I received a rep!~ 
1n tho following terms :- • 

" I am directed bv the Hon. ~Iinister 
to inform you that i't has been appro.-eel 
to procee-d with the work of proYiding 
this siding. The reciclents haYe agreed 
to_ share the cost of the siding equally 
wrth the department. and hano a!oo 
signified their willingne"' to nnclert ake 
the necc•sary earthworks. A rovaltv 
charge of 1s. per -ton. in adclitio'n to 
the freight, is to be collected on all goods 
forwardPd from or recei,-cd at the siriino­
until the depa-rtment hao recoveree! th~ 
difference between the half cost of the 
siding and the value of the <'arthworks 
carried nut by the residents." 

Y sincerely trust that in the coming 'ie~r 
·the Minister will make a name for hin1self 
and see that so far as the countrv rcoidcnts 
~re concerned thev will not ha ~·c to pa v 
this added charge.· · 

Mr. DEACOX (Cunnin[lham): I notice a 
-very great change in the attitude of hon. 

nwmbers opposite now as compared >vith the 
time >vhen I first came into thio Chamber_ 
At one tirne it vras alrnost a criml' to talk 
of econorny in the Raihvn,y Departrnont: Lut 
110\Y hon. n1en1b~rs opposite approve of it, 
and take credit for the economv that has 
been effected. Praise should be "clue to the 
h<'a.cls of the department; I am not going 
to give anc' credit to hon. members opposite. 
TheY ha vo never sho1.vn an'.¥ desire to 
PncOurage economy in any v.ra:v \Vh~ttev0r. 
I tun not going to quote any figure~. T'ho 
figurC's that have be_ n quott~d aro rnorc than 
I can digest. I am 5ta·c. ~\lr. I(irwall. :.-ou 
a1 e tired of hea.ring figures. and out of con­
sideration for :cour feelings I >'.'ill not qnote 
any. Sufficient haYe been quoted by hon. 
members on both sides to show that the 
position of the railways is not altogether 
satisfactory and that a better p.) . .:1tion is 
required. 

[ am going to make some suggcslio:'s for 
iinproYcment in the railwaye. One way­
it is the only way, I think. in which >Ye ea.n 
rnakc the raihvays pay~is to encourage e:n1ti­
Yil tion along the existing lines. 

Mr. \V. CooPER: Whv did vou obiul to 
the compulsory cultivation c"!ause in the 
Closer Settlement Bill last night? 

l'v1r. CLAYTo;,.;: I3ccauso there arc no 
n~arkets. 

1\Ir. DEACOX: Last night the hon. 
t•1ember for Rosewood advocated compulsion 
{or the farmer in connection with cultivation. 
ar.cl to-night he advocates encouraging thP 
railway men to work. He should adopt m_v 
vic\v. and encourage the farmer instead o~ 
applying compulsion to him. \Y c conl<1 
encourage the farmer by making it possible 
to cultivate the land within a certain di5tanee 
of our railwavs. Be>ond 12 miles of our main 
railway line Cultivat'ion coascs except in s~11all 
iwlated areas. 

The CHA1R::'.1A~: Order! I cannot 
pPrntit the hon. gentlenu1n to discus:, that. 
aspect of the question. 

:'\Ir. DEACO::'\: I want to show that the 
raihYay position is unsatisfactory, and that 
we can improve it by encouraging th' farmer. 
\Ye would then have a greater tonnage on 
oar railways. That is the only way in \vhich 
\Y8 can improve the railways. rrh~~· only ~\yay 
in which we can bring more land under 
cultivation. and thus increase our tonnage is 
b:' ha Ying feeders to our main line-s. \Ye 
have neyer given any a.tt~ntion to the con­
sbnction of light trmnlines in our agricultural 
districts. 

The CHAIRl\IAN : Order ! Order ! The 
hon. member mu't discuss that on the vote 
for railway construction. 

Mr. DEACO~: I am not going inio 
details. I on!:~· want to say that is the only 
wa.v we can hope to attract trade to the 
railways. and it j, the only means by which 
the general position can be improved. I 
hope that it will be taken into consideration. 

It has been suggested by some hon. mem­
bers that we should build roads, and compari­
sons were made between roads and railwavs. 
I am sure that the hon. member who sug· 
gested the construction o£ roads did not take 
into consideration the cost of traction on the 
roads and the fact that the time of tbe farmer 
is worth something. It is worth something, 
too, so far M the railways are concerned, 
because the farmer is their best customer. 

Mr. Deacon.]-
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It is upon the efforts of the farmer and all 
citizens that the prosperity of our railways 
depc'nds. They should accordingly encourage 
all methods for sad11g the time of their 
custon1crs. 

Anothl•r matter 1vhich ought to be taken 
into consideration is the encouragen1ent of 
indu,tries ,,;hich will provide traffic for the 
raihYa:v~s. I refer particularly to the ''"heat~ 
milling trade. That tr.1de IS being killed at 
the present time. EYery mill in the country 
that has not been shifted to Brisbane is con­
trmplcting doing so. That i3 not a good 
thi11g for tlH~ conntr~· or for tho raihvays, 
\Yhich >Yill then simpl~ have to haul the raw 
m a tcrial down to Brisbane. It also means 
that the deYelopment of the country will be 
restricted. It would be advantageous to tho 
Gon•rnmc11t to grant a subs1dy out of general 
rt',·cmw. r~ that the flour-milling industry 
eau be> continued in tho countrv. and it 
con]J nlso be cncouragc•d by a spCcial rate. 
I know thn t the payment of the subsidy 
b0 the RaihYay Department is impossible, 
but the Tn .~surer 1night po~~siblJ consider it. 
S'oonc>r or later son1cthiug \';ill haYe to be 
done in that Clircction, as we cannot allow 
the prccent stnto of affoirs to continue. 
I: nwans that \H> arc concentrating all the 
ircclustries in and around Brisbane to the 
detriment of the ·development of the country. 
Undcl' those~ condition1 \VC can neyer expect 
the raih,a;vs to pay. 

Before I resume mY seat I \Yish to con­
gratulate the heads of the Railway Depart­
nwnt. I rdcr to the working heads, and not 
to the political h1 ''d . I am sure that the 
?lfinister doe his best. bnt he ha.s 10 work 
under great dillicnltie''· The ~Iinister has a 
lot of supporters behind him Yvho are not in 
s:.·mpathy ,.-ith his efforts to improve tho 
working of the raih1 .1vs. I rea1iPe that 
~vlir:;i~tcrs hnYe responsible position:", 1vith 
\\-ork to do--

?11r. IV. CooPER: And they do it. 
Mr. DEACO:\: And that they have 

hchind then1 n1en 1d1o <Hf' not intere~tod in 
the \York of the Government. I an1 quite 
wtisficd that. if Ministers came from this 
eid·> of the Home. they ,-ould be altogether 
different and would bavc g·ood men behind 
them. I congratulate the Commissioner for 
Railways upon the work he hae done. I 
hope that, not onl:v the 1\Iinistor but also 
the employ-ees in tho Railwav Department, 
will sec that >ve n'ust h" YO 'a bettei state 
of affair-. It 1Yill be mainly through their 
efforts that this will be brought about. I 
hope that next ;>car 1-re shall sec a n1uch 
greater improYen1ent upon the present posi­
tion. 

At 10.13 p.m., 

Tho CHAIR~JA:\': By agreement, and 
under the provisionc of Standing Order ='!o. 
307, I shall now leave the chair and make 
my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRoLIN reported progre's. 
The resumption of the Committee was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

PAPER. 
Tho following paper was laid on th" table, 

and ordered to be printed:-
Report of the J\1anager, State Advances 

Corporation (\Vorkers' Dwellings 
Branch l. for the vear ended 30th 
June, l923. ' 

Tho House adjourned at 10.15 p.m. 

[Mr. Deacon. 




