
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

WEDNESDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 1923 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
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WEDNESDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \Y. Bertram, Jiaree) 
~ook the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTIO:\S. 
ER WICATrOX OF PRICKLY-PEAR ox BAJOOL 

RESERYE. 

Mr. CORSER (lilll'llrit\. askecl the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. \Yhat was the result of the usage 
o£ Dr .. J can 'White'' formula of arsenic 
pentoxide with water on the Bajool 
reserve? 

"2. \Yho carried out the experiments 1 

" 3. vVhat was the cost of same., 
"4. Has the Government since spent 

further money in eradicating pear by 
the unemployed on this area' 

"5. \Vhat vva' the cost of the vvork so 
carrjed out? 

" 6. What would it cost to absolutely 
clear the reserve of pear to-day?" 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBLIC LA:\DS 
·;(Hon. vV. McCormack, Cairns) replied-

" 1. The r0"ults obtained were satis­
factory so far as killing the pear is con­
cerned. 

" 2. The experiments were carried out 
by officers of the Prickly-pear Experi­
mental Station und0r the f'upervision of 
Dr. Jean \Yhite. 

" 3. £252 13s. Sd. 
"'' 4. Ye~. 
"' 5. £5,113 Ss. 2d. 
"6. The information is not available." 

HAIL lNSURAXCE OF 1922 \VHEAT HARVEST. 
Mr. DEACON (Cunningham), asked the 

:Secretary for Public Lands-
" 1. What amount was received Lv the 

State Insurance Department in prerr~iums 
on hail insurance of wheat, 1922 harvest? 

" 2. What amount was paid in dam­
ages? 

" 3. 'vYhat is the total cost to the 
department, including office expenses, 
share of acljustn1ent expcnse:3.. aud any 
other?" 

'l'he SECRET_\RY FOR PUBLIC LA:\DS 
\Hon. IV. McCormack, Cairm) replied­

" 1. £1,000. 
"2. £1,623 16'1. 
,, 3. £1,873.'' 

CeRE OF "Bcxcnv ToP" DISEASE IX J3.\X.IXAS. 

Mr. WARRE:\ (Murrumua) asked the 
Secretary for \gricnlture-

" 1. In vi<'W of r(~ccnt statements in the 
Press of scientisb from diiiorent parts 
of the world l hat ' bunchy top' in 
bananas can be cured. what is the 
GoYernmeut doing in the matter of 
endeayouring to find a r0mcdv for this 
disease? ' 

"2. Is the Governnwnt aware that 
hundreds of acres of banana land have 
gone out of cultivation in Southern 
Queensland and in New South Wales 
owing to this disease. and that the con-

sequent decreased production in Queens­
land alone must amount to thousands of 
pounds p<lr week 'i 

"3. ·will the Government consider the 
advisability of appointing a specially 
trained pathologist to deal solely With 
this disease?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTDRE 
(Hon. \V. 2'\. Uillics, Eacham) replied-

" 1 to 3. The answc·r given in reply t<> 
a question bv the hon. member for Logan 
on the 18th 'Julv last contains ihe infor­
mation sought, -;,nd since then a definite 
offer has been received from the Scienc" 
and Industry Bureau to co-operate ill 
the investigation." 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Eighth annual report o£ the Commis­
sioner of Taxes on land tax. 

Twenty-first annual report of the Com· 
missioner of Taxes on inco1ne tax. 

Report upon the Uov,,.nment CentuJ 
sugar~mills. 

Report of the JI.J arino Department for 
the :-·car ·ended 30th J uue, 1923. 

PAPER. 
The follmving paper was laid on tlw 

table:-
Regulations (dated 14th September. 

1923) 1 to 3 under the Dingo and 
Marsupial Destruction Acts, 1918 to 
1923. 

WEIGHTS AND ~IEASURRS ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

Th, SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, "vlackay): I beg to 
IllOV('-

,, That the Bill be JJOW read a third 
time." 

Qu0stion put and pa"c·cl. 

COTTO:\ INDl~STRY BILL. 
INITIATIO;o;- IN C01D!ITTEE. 

(Jlr. Kirwan, BriBbanc, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \V. N. Gillies, Eacham): I beg- to 
l1l0Vf\-

" That it is d0e<irablo that a Bill Le 
introduced to provide for marketing 
cation and to authorise the acquisition of 
cotton by the State, and for other pur­
poses tending to the improvement of the 
cotton industry'' 

The object of the J3ill might be summed up 
in one spnt0ncc. The obj·ect of this Bill is 
to give legal enactment to the policy of the 
Queen land Governmf'nt-a policy that has 
hocn rPsponsible in the short spa< ' of five 
years for increasing the value of the cotton 
crop to the farmer from less than £1,000 in 
1919 to oYer £250.000 in the season just closed. 
If this industry is going to snccceod, it is 
nco'_ ssarv to start well. The J3ill is for ihe 
purpose· of protecting and fostering the indus­
try. It has become necessary to pass this 
kgislation, first of all, because of the policy 

Hon. TV. N. Gillies.] 
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of the Government in making an adyanco on 
cotton. That advance has been referred to 
as a cotton g-uarantee or a bounty. It is 
neither a guarantee nor a bount::. It is the 
function of the Commonwc>ulth GoYernmcm 
to , give bounties, and '"0 ""~.You1d bP con1ing 
into conflict \\ith the Fcdci·al Consiitntion if 
\vc wore to give bounties to any industry 
in the State. \Yhat we wish is to make 
an advairce to the cotton-grower. The adyancc 
last year was 5id. per lb. on all good 
qualit-.· cotton. " Good quality cotton " is 
interpreted to mcnn annual cotton. clean. and 
free ft-om disease. It is proposed to continue 
the system of advances until the end of 1926. 
It is to be hoped that the industrv bv that 
time will be firmlv established and be able 
to stand on its ow:n feet. Thoro is c<>rtainlv 
a risk of sornc loss on the part of the Gover~­
ment in making this advance, but if I thought 
for a moment that the effort on the part of 
the Government would not result in placing 
the industry on a firm footing, but that it 
would languish and die out after that advance 
ceased, I would not be proud of the part that 
I played in the matter. But I feel certain that 
if we start right and pro-duce th verY best, 
success will be assured to the industry; for. 
after all, the only hope we have of building 
up a g-reat industry is by produciilg an article 
which the people will buv and for which thev 
will pay a good price, 'because good wagrs 
have to be paid in Queensland. 

Other countries arc growing cotton. Cot­
ton is gro\\·n in rnanv -countries where labour 
is cheap, but I find that much of the cotton 
grown in those countries is inferior and prob­
ably will not command more than 2d. or 3d. 
per lb. in the seed. In order to justify thP 
advance Df 5~d. in the seed, the Government 
must be satisfied that the best article is 
grown, and to that <'nd we propose now to 
introduce a Bill to foster, encourage and 
protect the industry. The guarantee ~f the 
achancc naturally involves the acquisition of 
the cotton. The Government could not under­
take to guarantee a price to all farmers in 
the country and then allow the farmers to 
sell the cotton as they liked. The Govern­
ment have to acquire all the cotton to carry 
out their policy of advances. The Government 
have the obligation to transport, gin, and 
market the crop. I think this is the one 
industry in Australia in which the grower 
has been relieved of the responsibility of 
transport, manufacture, and marketing. I 
have always sard that the farmers of Aus­
tralia take too great a risk. First of all, 
there are the risks Df the seasons and pests, 
ttnd after the farmer produces a crop he 
takes the risk of finding a market. In this 
ease the Government relieve him of that 
risk, an-d undertake to find a market. If we 
fail to -do so, we still stick to our contract, pro­
vided the farmers do their part. We propose 
to continue this cotton advance for three 
years, the rate to be fixed time after time ; 
also take power to enable the Government to 
make agreements for the ginning of the cot­
ton. In this regard I hope that by the time 
the present ginning agreement is at an end 
the farmers will be sufficiently alive to their 
interests to be advised by the Council of 
Agriculture, and that they will be in a 
position to have their own co-operative gin­
neries. The Government need make no 
apology for the agreement; the alternative 
would have been that the State would have 
had to spend probably £150,000 Dn State 
ginneries. The farmers made no effort in 
the direction of erecting ginneries; in fact, 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

they \Y''rt' uot in a position to do so. They 
had not the technical advice. nor did tht'l 
Government know anything about the tech­
nical skill r<'quircd in working up-to-dat@ 
ginnerics and carr~-ing out the 1-vork in a 
proper m 'nncr, and wl1C'n the Cotton Grow­
trs' .A::iSOC'ia tion can1c along and offered to 
::;i,Pnd ±!300,000 in the erection of ginnerie:s 
and oil mills. I think it was a very gooC1 
deal Dn the part of the Government on 
bc:half of the cotton-growers of Queenslan-d. 
At. the cud of 1926, when the agreement 
comes to an end. I hope that the farmen 
will be in a po,ition-particularly in view of 
th~ fact that we are introducing legislation 
to crw ble farn1crs to forrn an association 
with or without capital. and in view of thB' 
fac·t ·that thP, Stctte Advances Corporation 
wil' make more liberal advances-to CD11l.­
trol their own industry so far as tho girming 
of the cottDn ie concerned. Whether in the, 
course of vcars Queensland will become a 
cotton spin'ning and manufacturing country 
remains to be seen. I think that that ques­
tion \vill bo facec! when Queensland produces 
sufficient cotton to warrant the expenditure 
on the nccc·,sary machinery for spinning 
and weaYipg cottDn. 

l'robablv the most important provision in 
connoctim; with i his Bill-and one on which 
there is a difference of opinion in this 
Chamber, Jncl what vexes the ordmary 
individual who does not, perhaps. know as 
much a bout the question as the Department 
of A<>'riculture. \vho have made it their busi­
ness to gain all the information they can-is 
the determination of the Government to put 
an absolute r'mbargo on the growing of 
ratDon cotton. T am "'1tisfied that when I 
hc_1ye the opportunity of n1aking my second 
reading spc;ech I shall convinc? members of 
this Chamber. with few exceptions, that the 
Government are rnore than justified in 
respect to the embargo they arc putting on 
ra to on cotton. 

I know sornething about fa.rn1ing on scrub 
land from many years' experience.. I know 
the difficulties Df th" farmer growmg cotton 
on scrub land, and I say withou! hesitati?n 
that if the Government had not given special 
assi;tance. and if the farmers had simply 
established this industry themselves without 
any advance and without any fostering and 
without anv assistance from the Government, 
then the Government should hesitato before 
they put an embargo ~:m any ir:dividu~l. In 
the interests of the mdustry 1tself, m thG 
interebts of Queensland, in the interests of 
the groat industry that can be ~ork:d up 
n.nd established in this State-whwh, m my 
opinion, jn a few years' time wi_ll be worth: 
a;; much as the great WDol mdustry to 
Queensland-this step is amply justified. 
We are guided in this action, fir;ot of all, 
bv the people who buy the cotton. It takes 
b'Vo tD make a bargain-the seller and the 
bnver-and the buyers have said definitely, 
"We will not have ratoon cotton." They 
have indicated quite definitely that the 
majority of the spinners do not want ratoon 
cotton. In fact, they have gone further tha._n 
that and have told the P.remier of this 
State that, if any ratoon cotton at all were 
found in the Queensland pack, they would 
refus•3 to buy Queensland cotton. Then we 
hll.ve the advice of our exports, _who have 
no axe to grind. It has been hmted that 
the British-Australian Cotton Growers' 
Association have some axe to grind--that the 
Lancashire spinners want a gDod article at 
a cheap price--but surely the experts of the 
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department such as :\clr. :B.va'lS, J\.L. \V ell~. 
and Mr. Gudge, the 0xpert grader who 
:B..rrived a fe\v days ago, and one or hvo 
others I could quote, have no axe to grind. 
They are h0rc to do the b~st they can for the 
industry, and to advise the Go.-ernmcnt whac 
id the best policy to carry out to establi~h 
this industry on a "mnd financi'al footing. 

11wre are only two reasons why cotton 
growing in Queensland should not pay. OnP 
is if we fail to produce an article that will 
command a price that will enable Queem­
h.nd wages and Que(~nsland living conditions 
to be carried out by the people doing the 
work. That is Ko. 1. i\o. 2 is if we arc 
carele•s in our control of the industrv and 
allow either the Mexican ooll weevil or the 
pink ball worm to get into the State. It 
has been said that Queensland is in a 
unique position. \\' e have no Mexican 
border. The Mexican boll weevil got into 
America and destroved more than one-third 
of the crop of the United States of America, 
and it is largely due to that fact that Queens­
land has the OJ:lportunity to establish a name 
for itself on the English market that will 
enable us to produce cotton for all tim<>. 
\Ve know that many years ago-during the 
American Civil \Var-cotton was grown in 
Queensland. There was a large area put 
under cotton in those days, but, when prices 
fell, the Queensland farmer went out of the 
business. The farmer, like anvone else, is 
not in business for the fun of the thing, ani 
he grows cotton m;ly so long as it pa,-s him. 
If he finds somcthmg else which pays better. 
he turns his attention to that. \Vith legisla,­
tion giving the Department of Agriculture 
power to control pec;ts, regulate the distribu­
tion of seed, and by rncans of advances to 
the farmers to encourage farmers to c'stablish 
their own ginneries. I am hopeful that the 
wisdom of the present Governinont in carry­
inp- out their policy in regard to this industry 
will be apj)reciated by generations to come. 
I do not thmk we should cmter m to a lengthy 
drscussion on the princinlcs of the Bill at 
this stage, nor do I think I am justified in 
putting forward a case against ratoon cotton. 
I will do that in detail in my second reading 
speech, and, when the Bill is in Committee. 
I shall be quite prepared to recei.-e aw. 
suggestions from hon. members on either 
side of the House that will improve the Bill. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : I notice from the 
Minister's remarks that the Bill provides 
the means for making legal the action of the 
Government in backing the growers and 
securing_ the cotton and exporting it through 
the Brrtish cotton-growing interc·stB. He 
further explained that the acquisition of the 
C<otton crop by the State is secured to the 
State until 1926. vVe would like to know­
and I think the Minister might make the 
matter clear-whether it is the intention of 
the Government to acquire for the State all 
cotton grown in the State after the guarantee 
period has expired. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE: No. 

Mr. CORSER : I am very glad to hear 
that. There is another point we would like 
to know about. Whilst the guaranteed price 
IS for the cotton. has the Minister m a de pro­
vision in the Bill for the value of the seed 
to be returned to the grower, because all 
profits and products of cotton should be 
rpturned to the grower. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTuRE : Profits 
will be returned to the gro\YCr if there are 
any. 

1923-4 A 

Mr. CORSER: I am glad to hear that. 
:\o doubL the Covcrnment hope that, when 
th" Britis.h cotton interests evaporate, there 
will be a possibility of the State taking con­
trol for tho farmers under the system of 
co-operation. That is a thing which we have 
advocated right along-that the ginneries 
should be co-operative. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIULLTUlE: It is uo 
use advocating it unlC'ss you can do it. 

:'>lr. CORSER: Another matter of very 
great interest is the action of the Council 
of Agriculture in this matter. We would 
like to have an answer from the Minister 
to the questions which I asked yesterday. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTuRE: I pro­
rnised that inforrnation on n1y second reading 
speech. 

:'>fr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman pro­
mised it when this Bill was before the 
House. However, we are quite prepared to 
put that aside for the moment. In an im­
portant matter like this I think it wiil be 
agreed that, since the -desire is that the 
Council of Agriculture shall control and 
direct all matters pertaining to rural rndus­
trics, in which cotton growing is included, 
their advice and recommendation on the 
matter should at lr' ost be considered, and we 
would like to have that advice as the matter 
of ratoon cotton will come up for considera­
tion. \Ve must remember that the interests 
which are developing the cotton industry 
here to-dav. and the interests whic.h arf' 
advising the Minister and the powers that 
be .. are the interests, and to some extent the 
paid officials, of the British cotton interests. 
\Vhil·t the Minister takes an amount of 
credit for the guarantee and an amount of 
responsibility. we trust that that re.,ponsi­
bility will end in a profit being made over 
the guaranteed price of 5~d. per lb .. which 
can he distributed to the growers. But we 
must remember that that guarantee is not 
wholly and solely paid by the StRte. Half 
of the guarantee. I understand, is under­
taken by the Federal Government in every 
State of the Commonwealth. 

The SECRETARY }'OR RAILWAYS: They came 
in very late. 

Mr. CORSER: Thev did not come in late. 
Before any agreement was made negotiations 
were in train between Mr. Crompi.on Wood 
and other British interests and t.he Federal 
Government, and the Federal Government, 
whose guests the British delegation were, 
undertook to guarantee half the loss on the· 
cotton, if any. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTURE : Queens­
land paid a half-share of their expenses. 

Mr. CORSER: YeF, while in Queensland, 
but the Commonwealth pay half the costs in 
every State. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'L'LTURE : Y os. 

Mr. CORSER: That is quite all right; we 
only want to get down to bedrock. It is not 
my intention now to go into the question of 
how the guarantee was brought about. 

The CHAIRMA~ : Order ! I do not wish 
to prevent the hon. member for Burnett 
from -dealing with this very important ques­
tion, hut I would point out that the matter 
he has now introduced is extraneous to the 
quflstion before the Committee. The hon. 
rdember will have full opportunity on t.he 
second reading of discussing the liability of 

Mr. Corser.] 
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the State awl Federal Goyernnwnts. bul. 
if I permit him to introduce the matter at 
the present stage. some other hoiL member 
may wish to introduc_e other _<'xtraneous 
matter, and we shall then be d!Scussmg a 
matter other than the questwn before the 
Committee. I hope t)lat the hon. m"mber 
fer Burnett will keep to the question before 
the Committee. He can mention the matter 
he ha.s raised in passing, but m'ay r1ot ,dis­
cuss it in detail. 

Mr. CORSF:R : I merely wanted to ,men­
tion the matter in a11swet· to the Mm1ster. 
I sincerely hope that \Ye shall ha:e from 
the Minister at a later stage all the mforma­
tion available with regard to the subjects of 
the guarantee and ratoon cotton. VV"e are 
going to give the GovPrnrn£'1Jt credit for 
anything th<'y ma:-· do for the good of the 
State, and I am not going to try to bt:eak 
down any solid ath·ice that mav be gtven 
bv them and acted upon by them. They 
have a grav0 dutv to the Stf1tc to discharge, 
.Jnd I sincerely h;,pe that they \vill disch":rge 
it in the interests of the State, remembermg, 
however the intct·e,,,t, of the grower <tnd the 
fact that he has a big concern in the question, 
too. As country representatives, we have to 
stand for the interests of the producer as 
well as those of the State. In fact, we put 
foremost the interests of the man who is 
<'xpected to grow these things. and we do not 
want the interests of outside individuals, 
whether manufacturers or anybody else, to 
·outweigh the evide01co vvhich can be put 
forward by the g-rower. ·whilst ":'e expect 
and hope that the Government w11l do 1ts 
duty, we want every proof from the Minister 
that what is proposed j,, in the interests of 
the State and of the grower, and not merely 
in the interest> of a section. 

Mr. 'TAYLOR (H'ind8or): I certainly 
think that it is desirable that this Bill should 
be introduced. The Minister said in his 
opening remarks that what we have to do 
in Queensland is to ,tart right. 'l'here is no 
doubt that that is just the crux of the 
whole business-that whatever is done in the 
stabilising of this industry we start off right. 
because, if we have to retrace our steps 
after a year or two, Queensland will suffer 
a verv serious loss. It has been established 
that Queensland can produce cotton-nobody 
disputes that-and I take it that the first 
duty of Queensland is i-o render whatever 
assistance can be given in the matter. But 
we want the Minister to giYc us all the 
facts at his disposal, so that we may-to 
use his own words-start right. ·we do not 
want him to keep back anything that will be 
of assistance to us. Tho industry is in its 
incipient stages, but. unfortunately, condi­
tions during the past year were such that 
the return was not as great as it might have 
been. Had we had the rainfall, the proba­
bilities are that the return would have 
been £750,000. The whole question is that 
the British Australian Cotton Growing 
Association have snpportrd tlw industr:: by 
the expenditure of probably £300,000. and 
contemplate spending another £300,000 or 
£400,000 in Queensland in order that the 
industry may be thoroughly and properly 
developed. Personally I look upon what the 
Government are doing as one of the func­
tions of the GoYornment-to assist and 
en~ourage in eve~-y possible way, not only 
pr1mary product10u, but also secondary 
industries. The primary producer is having 
a pretty bad spin in different parts of 
Queensland, and we need to see that ihe cost 

[Mr. Corser. 

of production-! am not speaking now of 
wages, but the cost of production gerwrally, 
transport, and so on--shall be as low as 
possible. \V c ha Ye to compete with othm· 
countries which are growing cotton under 
conditions which we do not wish to see 
intwduced into Queensland. 

\Ve have to ~ompete with the Egyptian 
cotton, which, I am credibly informed, is 
probably the best cotton in the world. From 
thf' evidence we have had, I think it can be 
eaid that the cotton which is being grown 
in Queensland is quite equal, if not superior. 
to the best cotton grown in America. We are 

also informed that the cost of har­
[4 p.m.] vesting and picking cotton in 

Quoonsland-although the charges 
arc probably fairly high-do not exceed the 
cost of cotton-picking in America; so that 
we have everything in our favour at the 
present time. provided, as the Minister 
stat0d. we start off right. 

The matter of ratoon cotton is one of the 
difficulties that we are faced with at thA 
present time. So far as rny knowle-dge goes, 
we have had no one come to Queensland to 
say that they will buy ratoon cotton in large 
qllantities. \V c have had people over here 
wl11 have spent their money here, and who 
have ,,tated that they are prepared to buy 
the annual cotton crop. Until such time as 
someone comes along and tells us in_ no 
uncertain manner that he is prepared to 
purchase the ratoon cott,on, I do not see that 
we can get anywhere in the matter. If 
ratoon cotton is not to be grown, then that 
means an added cost on the production of 
the annual crop. The removal of the cotton 
plant from the land imm0diately the crop has 
been harvested will cost a fair amount of 
money. The :Minister also indicated that it 
was proposed to extend the cotton agreement 
for another two years. That is quite all right. 
I am sure that none of us object to that. 
It might be necessary to extend it a little 
further. At all eYents, the. growers are 
guaranteed that the Government will stand 
behind this industry until the end of 1926. 
By thett time, as the Minister stated, if the 
cotton-growers feel that they are in a position 
to take over the ginning of cotton, there 
will be no objection offered in that direction. 
If the cotton-growers can show their bona 
fides under this Bill, and can show that they 
can successfully run those ginneries and pro­
duce the cotton lint, then all I have to say 
is, good luck to them. We shall be able to 
discuss the Bill in detail at anothe1· stage. 
I hope the Minister, in providing the info~·­
mation which he is going to supply to th1s 
Chamber with regard to certain debatable 
features a>',ociated with cotton-growing in 
Queenela ,d. will spare no effort to get infor­
mation that will be absolutelv reliable, and 
"-hich will enable us to make that right 
start which he spoke about. 

Mr. PETERSON ("Yormanby): I intend to 
gr've eYery possible assistance towards the 
stabilising of the mtton industry, because I 
believe that it is in the interests of Qucene­
land to do so. The Minister can be compli­
mcnted on giving a fairly lucid explana~ion 
of the Bill, but there are one or two httle 
matters that I would llke to touch upon. 
I understand from the Minist<'r's remarks 
that the a"'reement with the British­
Australian Cclton Growers' Association is to 
be extended until 1926. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
agreement terminates at that date. 
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:!\fr. PETERS'OX: I understand there is a 
provi:::ion. and a very good one, too. to 
enable the cotton-growers to o"·n the gin­
ncries co-operatively after 1926. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTl'RE: That 
would have to be pro1·ided for in another 
Bill. 

~Ir. l'ETERSO::\': .:'\eeing that the agree­
ment w1th the Bnt1sh-Australian Cotton 
Growers As~ociation is onlv for a further 
tcrrn of thrco ;:e~r:-l, ~un '':e" hone•-tly expert 
that the as:;;C?ctabon B g01ng to put a lot 
nwre HlOIH'.\ Into the doYolopnH~nt uf the gin­
nerie-; throug·h Queon~lnnd 111 that term 't 
I an1 !lot saying that it is not a right thing· 
to assist thE' growers, but I am onlv raisincr 
the point to find out whether we ca1! honest!~ 
expect the aosociation to expend furthe'r 
hundreds of thotbands of pounds when tlwy 
have only ml'h a short tenure. 

The IW'-t mattei' is a very important matter 
so far as rny electorate i:-:; concerned -and 
that is the question of ratoon cotton.' The 
}\Iinister t<;uchod upon that question very 
lightly. \\ e have heard a g-reat deal of 
debate on the question outside but yerv 
lit.tle debate in this Chamber on that matte,:. 
D1d I understand the Minister to state that 
an embargo is to be placocl _against all 
ratoon cotton, or that the growmg of that 
--cotton w1ll be prohibited ihroucrhout the State 
after the pa,sing of this Bill {' 

The SECRETAHY !-'OR AGRICcL1THE: Yes, that 
15 so. 

:Mr. l'ETERSOK: That means that tho 
growers who do not wish to claim the assist­
ance or subsidy offered bv the Government 
and who desire to sell ratoon cotton are t~ 
be debarred h·or_n g-rowing that cottor{ if they 
so deSire, even 1f they have a market for it. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRIC'CLTcRE: That 
J.S SO. 

1-fr. PETER SOl'<: That is a diabolical 
principle to introduce into Queensland. The 
Government are going to tell the farmer 
what he has to grow. They are going to 
preyent the . farmer from growing certain 
crops, even 1f he has a market for them. 
I agree that the Government should have the 
right to say what class of cotton shall be 
grown if they are paying a subsidy; but if 
the producer puts his brains and muscle into 
gTowing cotton, he should have the right to 
~ay what bnd of cotton he will oTow and 
where he "·ill sell it. " ' 

The SECHETARY FOH AGRICULTURE : Even if 
it d<>,troys his neig·hbour's crops? 

:Mr. PETER SON: That has gol to be 
proved. 

The SECRE1'.\RY FOH PUBLIC LANDS : You do 
not know much about it. 

Mr. PE'l'ERSON: I have just as much 
knowledge as the embryo Secretary for Public 
Lands. 

The SEC:llET.iRY FOH Pc:BLIC LANDS : I do not 
think you hnn'. The only knowledge you 
hr~\·c gained :i~ in going xound the district. 

Mr. PE'l'EHSON: I go to men who arc 
l:ractical. rather than to unpractical men 
hke the Secretary for Publio Lands. In my 
district this 1s a burning subject. The 
Cheshire-cat grin of the Secretary for Public 
Lands may annoy someone, but it does not 
annoy n1e. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope these 
pE'rsonal reflections will cease. I trust that 

the hon. member for Normanby will not go 
into detail in dealing with the question of 
ratoon cotton. He may refer to it in pass­
ing. He will realise thaL if I allow him to 
go fnto detail in a Committee stage, then 1 
.shall have to allow the same privilege to 
other hon. m em hers. 

Mr PETEHSO:\ : I Low to YOur decision, 
1\Ir. Kirwan. It seems unf~rtunate that 
PY<'l'.'' tillle I rise to speak the Secretary for 
Public Lands should indulge in personal 
insult''. 

The CHAIRYIA:'\: Order! The matter 
i~ no\Y closed. 

Mr. PETERSOK : \Yhile I agree with the 
pri.:ciple that the Government should have 
the right to determine what class of cotton 
shall b" grmm oeeing that they have to 
subsidise the industry, still I think that 
those settlers "ho desire to grow ratoon 
cotton, and who do not seek the subsidy from 
the Government, should have the permission 
to grow that cotton until the Government 
can establish the fact that the growth of 
such cotton is pernicious and against the 
interests of other cotton-growers. The 
::'\Iinister has taken a keen interest in this 
cotton-growing proposition, and a great deal 
of credit is due to him. At the same time, 
I do trust that the remarks of the leader 
of the Opposition will be taken into con­
sideration, and that the Minister during his 
second reading speech will submit evidence 
in the fullest terms against ratoon cotton­
growing·, and I, like other hon. members, 
shall pe open to reason on the matter. 

Mr. NOTT (Stanley): I think we all agree 
with the great importance of establishing the 
cotton industry in Queensland. There are 
one or two phases that I would like to touch 
upon yery briefly at this stage; I hope that 
a.t another stage we shall be able to go n. 
little further into detail. There is one 
principle which, it seems to me, the Govern­
ment are adopting in bringing forward this 
proposal, and that is that they are putting 
all the cotton-growers in the position of 
being tied up to one company in the dis­
posal of their cotton. To that end they are 
also practically dictating to the farmers the 
class of cotton 10 be grown. It has been 
recognised that there is only one variety that 
will give a staple of a certain length and 
longer. 

I do not think that any of the growers 
who have been growing cotton in Queensland 
have seed that will grow cotton of the length 
of staple desired. If the Government are 
going to work on those lines, it will be incum­
bent on them to be more active in supplying 
growers with seed, so that the possibilities 
of their growing the class of cotton laid down 
will be assured. 

It i very unwise to ,]ictatc that no ratoon 
cotton sha!\ be grown. The growing of ratoon 
cotton is c rtainly going to cheapen the cost 
of growing cotton throughout the State, and 
prm·i.cJcd you can get the length of staple 
and quality, why should not those men who 
wish grow ratoon cotton 9 There is another 
phase of this matter to be considered, and 
that is the possibility of a company coming 
along at a, later date with a proposal to buy 
ratooiJ cotton. 

Th<> CHAIRMAN: Order ! I hope the hon. 
member is not g-oing in for a long debate on 
this question, as his arguments are more in 
the nature of a second reading speech. 

Mr. Nott.l 
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~r. :\OTT: The farmer should not be pro­
hibiil'li frorn growing ratoon cotton. because 
a rn><rkct for it mnv conv later. If a firm, 
at a. later stage. ~ay, " \Ye want to buy 
ratoon cotton specially, and we will gin ratoon 
cotton for £4 or £5 a ton instead of £9 a ton,'' 
the grower, ought to be able to take advan­
tage of that proposal. At a later date, oppor­
tunitv to sE'll ratonn cotton will come, and 
I belie' that the buyers will be able to gin 
it at ,£4 or £5 a. tou iustc•ad of £9 a ton, 
which is thP price f'tubodicd in the agreement 
mado b\· the Government with the British 
Au~trall.an C'utton Grower~' Association. 

Mr. SvVAY:'\E (Mirani): We all know that 
it is only at this stage that hon. members can 
move amendnwnts with respect to the prin­
ciples involYed in the BilL Therefore, I am 
taking a certain amount of liberty with regard 
to tho principles. TheN' arc two very great 
principles im·olvcd in this Bill. First, there 
is the principle of the right to dictate to the 
farmer what crop he shall grow or shall not 
grow. There is also this big principle involved 
in this industry-which we hope will be a 
hig industr_:' and one that will largely affect 
the prosperity of Qucensland-a.nd that is that 
it is apparently being run at the dictates of 
a certain company. Speaking as one who is 
interested in the sugar industry, we all know 
that it has always been said that one of the 
drawbacks to that industry is that it is entirely 
m the hands of the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company. 

The SECRET.\HY FOH AGRICULTURE: Do YOLl 

believe that·: ' · 

Mr. SWAYKE: Here, in the H'rv initia­
tion of this new industry, the Government, 
who. in the prrst ha vc im·eighcd so bitterly 
agamst the Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
and attacked it strongly in their electioneering 
:;:.pceches, arP handing this industrv over to 
the control of another company. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGHICULTURE: That is 
not true. You want to look at the agreement. 

Mr. SWA YNE: From what we re<td and 
from what we hear from those who do know 
something :>IJOut the industry, the question 
of 15rowing ra to on cotton largely rests upon 
a dispute b •twcen Lancashire and Yorkshire. 
The Lancashire people say that they want a 
certam class of cotton. They apparently have 
the ear of the Government, and they say that 
ratoon cotton is not suitable to them. They 
are, therefore, asking the Queensland Govern­
ment to pass a law summarily debarring far­
mers from growing the type of cotton that 
they do not desire. Before such a law as 
that is placed on the statute-book it should 
be shown conclusive!,, that the gro~vth of that 
class of cotton is detrimental to the community 
as a whok. The argument used against it is 
that it is a means of introducing pests. It 
canno_t be the means of introducing these pests, 
and It cannot start those pests. It cannot 
?e the moans o~ introducing any now evil, and 
It would b~ qmte fair to allow those growers 
who have mformation at th-eir disposal and 
who think they can do better out of r~toon 
cotton than out of plant cotton to take their 
chance and risk in the matter,' As has been 
poi~ted out by the hon. member for Stanlcy, 
a time will come, if we judge bv what W·e 
read, when we shall find buyers· for ratoon 
cotton. Speaking as a practical agriculturist, 
and ?ne who knows the value of having a 
crop m the ground before a dry season comes 
along and of the lessened cost of production 

[Mr. Nott. 

in gro\.Yi!lg h.,To crop~ fl'Olll onf' pla11ting;-I 
hope that the :\linistcr ';,ill rccon,ider the 
n1attcr 

The CJL\IIDIA:\': Order! Order! I hope 
that the hon. n1cmlJ('r i:-. not going into detail 
on this matter. 

::VIr. S\VAY:'\E: Th<> fluctuatioi•; of the 
f;Pasons i~ an in1portant fac:tor \Yhcn cnlbark­
i ng on a nc\Y industry, and the chances when 
vou put seed in the ground arc that it may 
not camP through. That risk is largely done 
awa~~ with by being able to take h'" crops 
off the one ~O\Ying. In rrgard to th2 sugar 
industry to which I bP!ong, we all know that 
the second crop is the most profitable. I hope 
that the ::'vlinisier will be well arhised, and 
that on the second reading he \Yill be able to 
justify the very drastic stand he has taken. 

:\lr. VOWLES (!Jalby): I know it is not 
desirable at this stage to enter into the merits 
of the case, but in dealing with the desirable­
ucss o£ introducing a Bill for acquirinrr and 
marketing the cotton crop, eYery hon. m~mber 
who has the interests of Queensland r,t heart 
must come to the conclusion that it is desir­
able for Parliament to do something to placfr· 
this industry on a firm basis. Legislation is 
lll'Ce"ary to authorise the acquisition of the 
cotton crop and validate the agreement which 
has bc-c'n made. As usual, Parliament is 
asked to validate something which has been 
ag-reed to whet her for right or for wrong. 
\Ye are in the same old happy position as 
\H~ lwYc been on 1nany oC'casions in the past. 
It does not matter whether we agree with it 
or not. a:-:; tlH' thing has ah·cadv been done 
and -..,-·e han:> io consent 1o it. " 

\V0 find, after reading the motion a little 
further on, that the Bill is " for other pur­
P03CS." That is .. what I'IC should giY:.: our 
attr•ntion to. That is the question of whether 
\\·e should ban ratoon cotton or stand by an 
~grc0ment n1ade with a proprietary cmnpany 
In the old conntrv. So far as I can sec it is 
~it:nply pitting ol1c srction against anoihcr­
Lancash ire against Yorkshire. I ha·d the 
pleasure of trnclling with the Cotton Dclega­
llon. They were a very estimable lot of men. 
\vho understood their business. They saw an 
opportunity of crNtting a fresh industry in 
Queensland when America had failed. Mr. 
IIarold Parker and his comnauions wero 
genial men, and were able to· put the caso 
from one point of .-iew-that is the point of 
'\"IC\V of the con1pani·Ps they tvcre rcpre~onting~ 
I could never understand in the conversation 
and speeches of the delegation that I listened 
to where ratoon cotton was going to fail so 
far as trea,tment was concern<>d. It was not 
a question of the length of staple, but a 
question, so far as I eould understand, of the 
'trength of staple. The delegation were so 
determined to corn<'r the Queensland cotton 
crop that they were only going to ack the 
Government to grant a subsidy to the crop 
which would be suitable to their purposes. 
I remember Mr. Parker saying at a banquet 
that ratoon cotton was all very well, but he 
would not risk putting it through his looms, 
because he would not risk the credit of his 
output. 

It was problematical to my mind. It is 
ncerelv bolstering up one man's business at 
the expense of men who have been growing 
cotton in the past and in the face of public 
opinion. '\Yhen you come to look at public 
opinion in regard to ratoon cotton, ae 
expressed in our various newspapers, and 
when you refer to a man like Mr. Daniel 
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,J onef', who. ha~ had a good kno\v1edge of 
Qotton-gro\ving. not onlv in Queensland and 
\'Ve,tern _\mtralia but 'in other places, you 
will fmcl that just as good results haye been 
obtamed from ratDon as from anv other kind 
of cotton_ I protest against legislatiDn 
banmng that dass of cotton, more particu­
larly when 1t IS not going to be subsidised. 
If you arc going· t{) rrrant a subsidy for cer­
tain classes of priyflegcd good:", well and 
good. 1ut why ban Dther goods for which 
there is a mark~t? I understand there is a 
me.rkct for ratoon cotton_ as Western Aus­
tralia has experimented with it. and there 
is the same pwspcct of Queensland finding a 
market. Opinions differ. This agrflement 
only holds good until 1926. and we are told 
that we should not be a party to the encour­
agemPnt of ratoon cotton because it harbour's 
pest~. On the question of harbouring pest·~. 
I th1~1k \VC are. going to Ucal \Vith a bigg0r 
pest m c~mnect10n with the cotton industrv­
that is. the boll WCE'YiL \Vhen wc come' to 
the second reading stage, and discover what 
is in the Bdl. I shall 'haYe a little more tD 
say_ I think it. is only a fair thinp;. when 
\\""€ .are enn~cnhng to the dcsirabilitv of 
ir.troducing 1egislat ion, that \Y(' should 'have 
an opportunit:v of <lis('ussing it. if not in 
detail at so!llc' length. It is not that we 
pose as experb. I sincere!_:>' trust that the 
Minister ·will be in a po~"ition. vvhcn this 
mattPr is brought b('for0 the House. to give 
kS opinions frorn both sidch.. I have a verv 
&pen mind as to whether \\'(' should place a 
v.cstrictio11 on ratoon eDtton. and as to 
-whether ·wp should eonfiuc ours0lvr>s to an 
ag-rr0rnent ::.:ubflidising the prorluction of only 
on(' eln~..:: of C'Ji:ton which i::; ~uitrrblc fDr one 
@la• of trade. 

Question put an,j pas,ed. 

Th0 I-Iou-{' l'l.''Um0d. 

Tile (' IJ.\JR:lLIX report Nl that ihr• Commi tteo 
had come to a resolution. 

Thr re~~olution 1va~- ngrcf'd to. 

FJRST R>:.\ll!XG. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGJUlTLTl~Rl;: 
{Hon. \V. :'\_ Gillic·;, Haclwm) presont0d the 
Bll1

1 
and moyc-d- --
,, That the: Bill be uow road a fir,t 

tin1c.'' 

Question put and l"'"r'l. 

The sC'cond rcaJing of the Bill ·was n1adc 
"'n Order of the Day for TtH:sda_v lll'xt. 

UPPER Bl'R:'\ETT A:'\D CALLIDE LA:'\D 
SETTLE:YIE~T BILL, 

DISC'HARGE OF 0HIJER FOR THTRD RE~DIXG­

On the Ordt>r of tlw Dav for the third 
~adinp; of the Bill being re~d, 

The SECRETAHY FOR PPBLIC LA:s-DS: 
~on. \Y. :i\IcConnack, ('(firns) said: I bep; 
fa lllOYC--

" That the• Order of the Dav be dis­
eharp;ed from the paper, and· that the 
Bill be recommitted fm· the purpose of 
reconsidering claus<'s 8. 9, 10. and 14, 
and, further, that when the Bill is 
reported the third readino- may be then 
proceeded with." o 

Question put and passed. 

RECO>D!ITTAL. 

(Jir_ I\ il'lcan, IJri·:b,anc, in the chair.) 

Clause 3-" Other zmblic 1corks, ctc."-­

The SECRETARY FOB, PuBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Uairns): I beg to 
move the insertion in cl a use 8, line 28, page 
6, of tho word " further." Hon. members 
will remember that I accepted a proviso 
moYed bv thr hon. ml'mber for Burnett. It 
IS now V necessary to insert the ·word 
,. hnthcr," because the ~econd proviso 
becomes a further proviso_ 

..:-\rnendn1cnt agreed to. 

Clause 8, as further amended. put and 
passed. 

Clause 9- '· ll'(ffr r 1(/cilitin on indiridual 
u'ectio,;,,,- Cost of cquiznncnt to be deemed 
(l j()((l/ ,_ 

The SF:CREL\RY FOR ITBLIC LA::'\rDS 
(Hun. \\~, :McCormack. Cairns): I beg to 
rnuve the omis;:;ion, on line 24, page 7, of the 
·word '· :::;c-verl." ·with a vie\Y to in~erting· the 
\YDrJ " ten.'' 

.-\fter the long- di"-cus:;ion that took place 
in Committc'e on this question, I went to 
some trouble to find out th<' lifc of machin­
u·\', and I al~o got the analyses of tlH~ 
"-,;ter tQsts in the Burnett dietrict. After 
discussion v;it.h :Yir. Partridg·c. he informed 
me that he did not think there would be any 
1·isk in accedinp; to the n'qucst to extend the 
tenn to tC'n year;;;. 

0PI'O"'TIOX }l!DIBEU;;: Hear, ht'ar : 

}Jr. CORSEH. (Jiurnr tt): I dPsir<' to con­
gratulate the :\liniste>· on thl' trouble he has 
f-HkPn in looking· round to prove that the 
arhice of thC' Opposition wa::- corrc_ct. \Ve 
do not \Yant anv credit for an1cnd~ng the 
Bill_ but '"'' gi\'f; the Minister the credit for 
taking a live anLl acti·n:· interest Ill sorne few 
of our suggestions. 

Amendment (Jfr_ JicCornulck) agreed to. 

Clause 9. as further amended. put and 
passed, 

[4.30 p.m.l 
Clame 10---" ('o,,f of u;uipmrnt to be 

clccmcd C1 loan''---
Tho RECRETARY FOR P1.7BLW LA~DS 

(Hon. vV. :McCormack Cain1.,): I bog to 
move the omi~:-ioJl 011 hnc 10, page 8, of the 
\VOrd " ~evC'n." with a view to inserting the 
word .. ten.') Thi~ i~ a sin1ilar amendm~nt 
tc: the onP in clau:-::.e 9. and make:;; the prov1so 
apply to groups as well as to individual 
sC'lC'ctors. 

Amendment 

Clause. as 
passed. 

flgl'C('d to. 

furthN amemled, put 

Clause 14-" Failure of l1orr·. rtc'~-

and 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\'DS 
(Hon. \\'_ McConnack, Uairn,,): I beg to 
moYe the omi"ion on line 19 of the word 
" eight." \Yith a vic\v to insorti!lg the ·word 
" nine." This is conseC]uenhal on ~he 
amPndmcnts insert('tl in clause 12, whiCh 
,vere necessarY in consequence of the inser­
tion of a new' clause in the BilL as a result 
of which sections 8 and 9 should appear as 
sections 9 and' 10. 

Amendment agreed to 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) : I beg to 
move the omi.sion on line 20 of the word 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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"nine,'' with a YIC\Y to iu5Prting the \Yard 
"ten." 

.Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amcEded, put and passed. 

The IIousc rPsnnicJ. 

The CHilRMAX reported the Bill 1vith 
further <J nH:ndllH'llb. 

TnmD HKIDJXG. 

Tht• ~EC'IU:TAHY FOH PUBLIC LA:\DS 
(Hon. W. }lcCormack, Cairns): I beg to 
1llO"\C-

·' That dtc Bill be IlOIV read a third 
tintr>." 

:\lr. CORSEH (/Jurnc tt) : would like to 
a:-..k thL' Alini:3tcr CJih ... question. How long 
\\·ill the sdi.lcrs in thio a rea be free from 
rates, and 1Yhat 1Yil! the position of the local 
authorit:v be during the tiinc no rates are 
rc·ccivcd from the scttlen in the area'? 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\DS 
(Hon. \Y. :\lcCormack, Cairns): I could not 
,u,"wr that question oil hand. The roads 
will be cm"tructed and the coot of the roads 
will be added tu the value of the land; but, 
a-; soon as ihc setller is on the land and 1ve 
have gin~n hin1 a rC'A.Sonable tin1c io eon­
Fi ruct some sort of a rc,.idence, \Ye shall 
allow the local authority to come in-perhaps 
in twelYo months. perhaps in nine months. 
IY e do not want to impose a double tax if 
1n' can help it, and we do not wrrnt to hamper 
the local authoritY l'ither. There arc two 
parties to be 'considered. The local 
~>uthority on taking oyer the roads will have 
to kec•p thern in r0pai r, and there is the 
settler who is carrying the cost of the roads 
on his land. I can a•sure the hon. member 
that we will be> as lenient as we can to the 
prospective settler. 

Question put and passed. 

METHOPOLITA:\ \YATER S1Il'PLY A:\D 
SEWERAGE ACTS A;\1K\'D:MEI'\'l' BILL. 

Co~n!!TTEE. 

(Jfr. EiriCan, ]{7·i.<bane, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 to 5, both inclusive, put and 
[llassed, 

Clause 6-" A.mendmcnt of section 47-
ltonrd may lessen .<upply''-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Jfackay): I beg to 
move. the insertion after the word " District" 
on line 16 of the 1' orch--

"(other than an agreement dated the 
<'ightecnth dav of XoYcmber, one thou­
sand nine hundred and tiYcnty, bet1Yecn 
the Board and the Council of the Citv 
of Ipswich for the mpply of water to th:;. 
City of Ipo;Yieh)," 

H was pointPd out. last night by the hon. 
member for Ipswich, that it might be held 
th.&t this clause will interfere with the con­
tro.ctual obligations of the Board with the 
City of Ipswich. That is nut intended. How­
CYcr. after consultation 1Yith the Board, I 
had a look at the agreement and agreed to 
insert this amendment w that this proYision 
wj}J not ln any \vay Yary the agree1nent 
1Yhich was enh'recl into last vear between the 
Council of the City of 1\,swich and the 
Metropolitan \Yater Supply and Sewerage 
Board. That agreement proYides for a cer­
tain quantity of water being supplied to the 
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Cito of IpSIYich in lmlk. T t alw )1l'OYitles 
tha·t. in thP cn:-ut of dl'ought or a Bcal'Cit.Y 
ot ,,-atcr, the• Board rnay tUu1inish that 
nLin1nnun quantity. \Vhere that is done, in 
1l1e eyent of anv di::.pui-c bebreen the Board 
<>nd the Ipswich City Connci] as to the 
justification for :--o llirr1ini~hir1g the quantity, 
l he Covcrnn1enl l{ vdraullc Eugineer is to be 
the ~olc nrbitt.•r a'nd his d('ci;:;ion is to be 
1;11;11. That agref'rncnt ~hou1d .,iand. 

_·\nlenthncut agreed to. 

Clause·: as an1cudedJ put and p;_t.~scd. 

Clans<'s 7 to 10, both inclusil'e, put and 
l""''ed. 

The 6f•:CRETAnY FOR J>t:BLIC: WOHK::'> 
(Hon. I'L Forgan Smith. Jiarka!f) : I beg to 
rnove the insertion of the following uew dause 
iu follo"· clatF" 10 :-

.. :Section ninet.v-scvcn of the princip . .tl 
.-\et i> amended as follows:-

(u\ Subsection one is repealed and 
the ·follmring mbscction is inserted in 
lieu thereof :-

· The owner shall be liable to P"Y 
all rates in respect of Yaeant land, . In 
other cases the own0r or the occupier, 
as required by the Board, shall pay 
the rates.' 

(I>) In wbseciiun two, the words 'For 
the purposes of this section' are 
repealed." 

At the present time it will be rcmembPrecl 
that the owner is liable for rates up to a valu­
ation of £20, aiHl after that the occupier is 
liable. It has boon found by tho Board that 
in comwction with large properties let to a 
nutnber of weeklv tenants~ there is great 
difficulty in collecting the rates. Ta.ke, for 
example. a building suc,h as Preston House, 
where them are a large number of different 
ic·nants. The cccupanis of the yarions 
t·c·O::H11S. flats) or 5Uites of offiec•s 1nay vary 
from time to time, and conscqncntly it. is 
difficult for the Board to keep in touch with 
all the changing tenants who may be there, 
\Ye are therefore giving the Board the option 
in those ca>cs <Jf charging the owner with 
I he tot a 1 rates, and the owner c:.tn then 
recover them from his tenants by including 
i hem in the rent charged for the premises. 

='Jew clause (Jfr. Smith) agreed to. 
C:lauses 11 and 12 put and passed. 
Clause 13-" Limitation of liabi!il!/'-

}lr. 'IAYLOR (Windsor): I moye ~he 
addition. after the word " Board" oa !me 
21, page 5.. of the following proviso:-

·' Provided further i,ha.t nothing in 
this section shall be construed to limit 
the liabilitv of the Board to pay com­
p~nsation for an actual physical injury 
to anv perwn or for the actual >alue of 
propc.rty completely destroyed or for the 
amount of the loss in ndue of property 
permanently dan1aged. "·here su~·h injurJ:, 
de~tructjou, or ]os:;, re':-pcctn-ely, 1s 

caused b:' reason or in co~sequenc0 of the 
opentt.ions of the Boartl. 

On goiag eloec•l"' into th? Bill I cann?t see 
that. thNe is any protectiOn under 1t m the 
direction sought by the amendment,. As I 
said v< 'tenlav on the second readmg-, the 
who!o' ouuc of proof of negligence is thrown 
on the claimant. and accidents ,,-ill happen 
in connection 1\'i rh "hi eh it 1Yill be qui to 
impossible to 0stablish a claim fo_r negligcnc~, 
'" tlwv may LP absolutelv una>oidable. Th1s 
a.mendment is an endca\:our to get over that 
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difficultY. and to gi H' compcn~a tlon 'YllC're 
it is de,ened and should bo paid. A person 
walking along the street n1ight bt• injured 
bv an unavoiclablc accident can~,ed bv one 
of the \ratPr llJaillS bnr,ting. and a, sr1nilar 
accidt'llt n1ight happen to a. chvclling-house. 
and a considPrablo arnoullt of dan1agc could 
be done to an indiYidnal'::; property. ThL 
Board might not hayc been negligPnt in 
earrying out its duties. and th~ indiYidual 
who rL'CC•iYcd !Jhysical injury or whose pro­
perty was damaged would not haYe contri­
buted to the aocidPut. All I ask is that pro­
tection should be giYon in those cases. I 
cannot s0o ihat such protection is giYen at 
present b,,- the Bill or in the principal Act. 
rrhc arnPndment is reasonable, and I hope 
that the l\Iinister will see his way to accept it. 

The SECRETARY :FOR Pl'BLIC WORKS 
(Hon. \Y. Forg·nn Smith, .1Iackay): I do not 
propo~e tu accupt tho amcndrncnt in its 
entirety, but there is one portion of it which 
I am prepared to accept, which l will out­
line later. The loader of the Opposition 
states that he fears the public will be deprived 
of certain rights under the Bill, and in con­
sequence he proposes to protect what he con­
siders to be those rights by moving the 
amendment. I claim now, as I claimed in 
my second reading speech, that there is noth­
ing in this clause when read in conjunction 
l'·ith the principal Act which is unjust or 
inequitable. One cannot fail lo tal(c note 
of the fact that certain people in the com­
munity arc always prepared to fire shots at 
a public authority of this kind with a view 
to securing some gan1e. In connection with a 
public authority such as the \Vater and Sewer­
age Board, carrying on yast operations, a, 
nnmber of people seize every possible oppor­
tunity of endeavouring to acquire something 
that thev are not entitled to receive. Ono 
c:n1y nc0ds to go throug.l:t Brisba110 to see 
buildings to which, owing lo faulty construc­
tion, certain things haYe lutppenod. The 
buildings have cracked in corner.~ and other 
places, and arc, perhaps, out of a.lignment. 
lt may easily be asmm<,d that a person 
ck~irous of getting something fol" nothing, 
when tho Board carries on operations any­
whore in the vicinity of t,hose buildings, may 
prpfor a claim for damages a.o;ainst iho 
Board. I do not consider that to he right. 
I do not think that the 1mblio pnrsc should 
he used "to enrich people who have no legiti· 
mate claim against the public. Of eonut', if 
people have suffered through ihe operations 
of the Board and damage has actuall v 
rP'ulted through tho neglect of the Boar·d, 
eithQr in regard to constructjoll or nLl iuten­
ance or in any other respect which it is the 
duty of tho Board to obsonc. tlwn com­
rensation should be paid. The present ),et 
places lhe ,disability on the Board. An0onc 
who has a da.maged building at present may 
lay a claim against the Board on the grouud 
1 hat the cracks or faults in tho bnilding are 
dno to tho operations of the Board. \Yl' 
claim that i he onus of proof should be on tlw 
ciairnmti If a person comes forYcard \Yith 
a clain1 that the BoarJ.'s oporntlon":l have 
rc,nlicd in damage to his property, the onns 
r,f proof o,honld be on the daimant that he 
has Buffered damage or loss to his properly: 
the Board should not be asked to proYe the 
ECgati\-e. Unlc" the Board was to minutel,­
f'~nmine -with a mierosco118 eYory building jn 
Brisbane in the Yicinity of its operatinns, it 
would be impossible for the Board to sa:,· 
whether certain cracks or snbsidcncos had 
resulted from the operations of the Bc•ard. 

\Ye cnniend therefore that it is cqnii.ablc 
dwi in a. clai1n against the Boa_rd the onn~ 
d proof should bP npon the clarmant. The 
"rnendment brings us back to the o!d post­
tion. lf the leader of tlw Oppo51tton '' 
opposed to the propm,al in the Btll he should 
<'pnoso the ·whole of the claut:c, twca~1se ~1~ 
Hllif'lHlmcut is tantarnount to re.stonng _rn 
:1nothel' wnv the old provi:<ions in. t.ho prrn­
ei pal A et ,;-hi eh we propo~e to t1·~hte1: u11. 
In other words, the amendment wm!ld wtro­
duec a. llnrnber of no\Y v;,-ords rnto tlH: clam''\~ 
without accomplishing a,nythinl;(. lt_ woula 
be going back to the old p_os1t10n ot allow­
ing people wrth pro1~criy nghts, \Vho c~anr~ 
that thov have sustamed <hmagc. to )ll efn 
c1clims, 1~eal or otherwise, against the Board. 

There is no desire on the part of the Board 
to !'\'ado it,, lawful obligations. All WO arc' 
askin" for is that it shall br• protectl'd. 
~prain~t in1po~ition by those' harpte~ lYfl(J 
n~ver npgleet an ~pportuni!y to~ clalliJ 
damages from a pubhc authont:<:· l'\o com­
mon law right is im-acled by thts. propos.al, 
as has been ~uggested by eerta111 ~nbe~~ 
\Y 0 arc merc·ly ]llacing the Board m the 
position of the owner of a~l~o1n1ng land~ 
The Crown owns the fee-snnple _of t hP 
IEajority of the land through whtoh t;~~ 
Board operates, and the Board ts a statuto., 
authoritv and can do nolhmg unkss under 
the authorit,- of an Order in. ( :ounctl, so tha~ 
t•1 all intenb am! purpose,, ll ts the ag_ent ot 
tho Crown, and is really in the po~HIOll of 
the owner of adjoining land, and we prolJO~e 
that in law it shall bo regarded as such. . 

A uood deal has been sat cl. by certatn 
rwopl; about iho possibility of Hl]Urmg, the 
i·ights of the small property OWllC' 1

'· ~on1c 
people almost shed t_ears about _the small 
occupant of land who IS end?avourmg to pay 
off his own little home. \\ e all have sym­
pathv with such persons, and \YC all seek to 
, 8 c that their interests arc protected, but on 
this oeeasion. ,,-hen those people speak a_bout 
the sma.ll prollortv o\YHer whose nghts 
require safeguarding, they really have m 
min<l the large property owner. 

l\Ir. l\IOOHE: \Yho spoke about the small. 
property owner '! 

:Mr. FRY: I am not a Jar!)<' propert: 
owner. ] sang- out for n1y constituents. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR FCB~IC WORKS: 
If the ho11. member fm: Ku_nlpa r:nagt!lc~ 
that by the yolume of h_rs Yotce he IS gmng 
to elosc me down in th1s Cornmtttec, he IS 
ma.king a n1istakc. 

~Ir. FRY: I urn not going to allo\V you to 
tnakc staten1ents which are not correct. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR PuBLIQ WORKS:. 
I mentioned no indiYidnal, and,_ If. the hon. 
member likes to \Year the cap 1f rt fits, he 
ma.) do so. The leader of the Country party 
says, "\Yho spoke about the ~mall propert~­
ovvner ?" He apparently '""hes to deny 
also that he said it. 

~L·. lVlooim: Ko; yon arP putting up an 
Aunt Sally. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR l'FBLIC WORKS: 
I ncn'r accused him of c'.aying it, althoul!"h 
I haYP saiJ. on n1anY O<'C'af:ions that \~'e alway~ 
know \Vhcre the ho~-1. tncinber is. 

}fr. ::\100RE: 'l'hat is \Yhat I am anxious 
to know a.bout ~Tou. 

The SECRE.'l'ARY FOR PrBLIC \YORKS: 
T.hP hon. InPmbPr apparcn1ly has tak~~ t~ 
leaf out oE the bible of a former poltticac 

Jlon. W. Porr;a11 Smith.] 
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identity whic-h might have been deemed 
·original in the time of our grandfather;. 
I cannot agrPe to accept the amendment in 
its entirety, because in that case the Board 
would be left in the same position 111 which 
it is at present and we propose to protect the 
Board against imposition, but I am prepared 
:to ac0ept portion of it, to read as follows:-

" Provided further that nothing in this 
section shall be construed to hmit the 
liability of the Board to pay compensa· 
tion for an actual physical injury to any 
person occasioned by the ope-rations of 
the Board in cases where the Board 
would have been liable if this Act had 
not been passed." 

:Mr. TAYLOR (Tl'indso1·): I am prepared 
.to accept that, and I ask pPrmission to with. 
drawn my amendment to enable the ~1inister 
to move his an1endmcnt. 

The CHAIR;\-1AK: Is it the plea,ure of 
the Committee that the hon. member for 
'Vindsor bo allowed to withdra>Y his amend­
ment? 

HoxOURABLE :1-IrniBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MO ORE (A ubigny): I am rather sorry 
that the hou. member has asked permission 
to withdraw his amendment. lie v:as per­
fectly justified in his attitude. 

The SEC'RETAHY FOR l'L'BLIC \VORKS: He has 
a right to withdraw the amendment if he 
likes. 

The CHAIRi\L\X: Does the hou. member 
for Aubigny objPct to tlw withdrawal of the 
8 rncndrncnt ·~ 

Mr. MOORE : I am g·oing to say a fPI{ 
words. 

The CHAIR:VIAX: I asked '' hcthc< it was 
the pleasure of the Committee that the 
anwnclmer,t should lw withdrawn. Does the 
hon. member object! 

Mr. MOORE: I exprc"ecl regret that. the 
hon. rncrnber \Vas going to \Yithdra\Y, I arn 
11ot objectiug. 

Amendment, by lean•, withdrawn. 

1'he SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Jlackay): I move 
tlw insertion, after the word "Board," 
in line 2I. pag0 5, of the proviso I have 
already read. The point taken by the leader 
of the Opposition in the course of his remarks 
that persons may sustain injury through no 
fault of their own wher0 sewerage or drain­
age works are being c1-rried on, is a good 
one. If. for instance, such a person fell 
down a hole, he should be entitled to com­
pensation, because it would be the duty of 
the Board properly to erect a barricade 
round the hole. 

Amendment (Jlr. Smith) agreed to. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause I4-" Amendment of section I49--

Board may Tecorcr east of works; instal­
-ment;/'-

Mr. 'l.'AYLOR (WindsoT): I move the 
insertion, after the word '· thereof," on lino 
48, page 6, of the following words:-

" After the word ' month' where it 
secondly occurs in the said subsection tho 
following proviso is added:-

Provided that the Board may at any 
t.ime extend the time for payment of 
such expense with interest as aforesaid 
for any period not exceeding a further 
twenty quarters and, in such case, the 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

amount of the quarterly instalments pay­
able as herein provided shall be propor­
tionately reduced.'' 

']~he reason for moving that amendment _is 
that a considerable amount of expense w1ll 
be incurred in making connections with the 
sewerage system in Brisbane, and in qui~e 
a nmnber of instances it will be a hardslup 
to require the owner to pay for them within 
the time specified in the principal Act. If 
the Ministers works it out, he will find that 
in quite a number of instances the cost will 
amount to about £I Ss. a month under the 
terms set out in the principal Act. Certainly 
I realise that the present charge for sanitary 
operations will drop out automatically, but 
that saving will not amount to more than 
between Is. and Is. 6d. a week-1t may not 
be as much as that-and my amendment will 
o-ive the Boa·rd discretionary power to extend 
the time for payment if it so wishes. If the 
Board says that the term of f1ve years 
allowed under the principal Art is quite 
sufficient, it will stand; but the amendment 
gives the Board authority to extend that 
pcr·iod where the iudividual concerned may 
find payment difficult. ~nder :xrstwg con­
ditions. I hope the Mrmstcr w1ll accept the 
a.mendment. I am not moving the amend­
ment in any captious spirit or to hamper tho 
operations of the Board in any way. I do 
think that the Board should haYe drscre­
tionary power to ext<>nd the time of payment 
if the case warrants it. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC 'vVORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 11Iackay): I pro-

l,ose to accept the amendment moved by the 
"a<ler of the Opposition. as I consider that 

it is a. reasonable one. I do not think that 
I have ever accused the hon. 

[5 p.m.] mcmbf'r of moving amendments 
in anv cantious spirit. I do not 

think that that . is a metho-d of the hon. 
member for 'Windsor. It must be rerncm­
LcrPcl that undr r tlw Bill the Board will 
onlv n1ake connections at its own cost 
v;h0ro the pC'rfions arc in necessitous circum­
stances, or in such a financial position that 
they cannot pay the whole amount. in one 
[layment. Thai' will be work car~·wd out 
chiefly in the suburban a roas. It wJll apply 
to workers' dwellings and placcq of that 
sort. I think it is perfectly safe to accept 
an anwudment which will give the Board 
power to extend the period of payment for 
anoLhor fiyc years. 

Amendment agreccl to. 
Clans<'. as amended, put and passed. 
Claus0s I5 to I8. both inclusive. put and 

passed. · · 
The Honso re">med. 
The CHAIR'\!AX rcpor!ed tlw Bill with 

a1ncndrnont~. 

The third rNtding of tlw Bill was made 
an OrdN of ilw Day for Weclucsday, 26th 
September. 

CLOSER SETTLEMEXT ACTS 
Ai\IEC\DMENT BILL. 

IxrTUTION rx COliD!ITTEE. 

(.Jfr. llinran, Brisbane. in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) : I beg to 
move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend the Closer Settle­
ment Acts in certain particulars, and to 
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make further and bett<'r provision for 
the settlement of lands acquired under 
those Acts, and for other consequential 
purposes.'' 

This Bill is necessary in order to amend the 
present law dealing with the freehold land 
acquired under the Closer Settlement Acts. 
'There are really only two provisions in the 
Bill. The most important is to give the 
Minister power to withdraw from rcsump­
tions after the court ha~ given its decision 
with regard to compensation. This has been 
found necessary because, :tfter all, under 
closer settlement we must have some regard 
to the value the land is now being put to 
and to the prospective value of that land. If 
that land is considered bv the Land Court to 
be highly productive arid the compensation 
is based accordingly, it will almost forbid 
us from successfullv settling that land under 
tne Closer Scttlen1cnt Acts. We have the 
!ight to withdraw from resumption land 
held under lea.sehold tenure within one month 
. after the decision of the court has been 
given. The hon. member for Oxlcy has 
a'ked a question in regard to the Clermont 
land. I have exercised the right of not 
proceeding with rhe resumption because in 
the meantime we have bei'n able to secure 
by exchangu a sufficient area on Rotro and 
Langton to meet the needs of closer settle­
ment in that district and fot· cotton-growing 
purpooes. It would be inadvisable to disturb 
the existing teuants-thcv arc mostlv graz­
ing farmers-when we co"uld secure faud by 
other means. It is proposed to resume land 
in the Maranoa district. That land-Mount 
Abundance, for instance-is land that is 
highly producti vo at the prc,cnt time. The 
decision is to bring that land under settle­
ment for the purpose of growing wheat and 
mn,king the area an agricultural settlement. 
'Ne desire to know exactlv \>hat 1hc terms of 
•ettlement will be. and 'the onlv meam of 
arriving at a conclusion js to fin'J the v~lluc 
placed on the land by the· Land Court. If 
the value is too high for succeosful closer 
settlement, or,_ in other words, if the present 
~wn~rs arr.: using that lan~l iu a hig~1ly pl:o­
uuctrve \vay, then the Cro"\Y!1 desn'f'-;, tnc 
right to withclra w from dw resumption of 
th1t land >tnd, of course. to pay compl'nsatiou 
'o the owuers of the !an·i for anv dishtrb-
ancc that may take place. · 

Mr. ELPHIXSTOKE: Could that uot be 
-ascertained before the notice to resume IS 
given? 

The SECRETARY FOR l'1.)BLIC LAXDS: 
~o. It j, impossible to toll what the decision 
of the Land Court will be. The Land Court 
has its o\vn princinlcs in connection with 
asse,~i3ing corrtpensatlon. The Yaluc of dis­
turbance is an unknown quantity. The land 
might be used in a higher productive way 
and the compensation might be so great that 
it would be cruelty to place men on that land 
and load them with that compensation. At 
present we have the right to withdraw from 
resumption in connection with leasehold land. 
It. is impossible to find out the actual cost 
except thl'Ough our >tssessing commissioners. 
'They might say that the· land is worth £3 
to £4 per acre, but the court might say it 
1s worth £3 to £4 per acre plus £2 per 
acre for disturbance. 

A man carrying on the busi~ess of sheep­
raising, particularly in these good areas, 
might be regarded by the court as using the 
land up to its full capacity. and compensate 
;'1im accordingly. If we were then to con-

tinue with these resumptions we would have 
on the now resumptions a repetition of the 
failures of the past. W c are not .able to 
give an idea of what the value of the land 
will be until after the court has given its 
decision. I do not think there will be any 
objection from the persons concerned. Of 
course, they do not want to give up their 
land, but thev admit that the State has a 
right to secure land for closer settlement, 
and that as time goes on the Government 
must displace the big holder by the small 
holder. They ~ecognise that the Government 
arc acting in the best interests of all con­
cerned when thev ask that the Crow11 be 
given the right to review the question after 
the court ha, given its decision in regard to 
comp0nsation. That is the main object of 
the Bill. It has to do with two valuab1e pro­
posed resumptions-the one Mount Abund­
ance and the other in the Goondiwindi dis­
trict. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You do not specify the time . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
\Vithin one month after the court has given 
its decision the Government must give an 
ar<swer as to whether they propose to go on 
With the resumption or not. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It mig:ht be tweh·e months 
bdore the court gives its decision. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Y cs; and in these particular instances I 
have informed the owners of these properties 
not in any way to disturb themselves because 
of the notice of resumption. They have 
valua blc sheep, which they fatten, I under­
stand, for the Southern market, and the 
Governmellt were at pains to let the owners 
know that thev should not disturb themselves 
in view of the" notice of resumption until the 
Go,·ernmcnt serve them with a notice of 
their intention to proceed with the resump­
tions. The Bill provides for compensation 
fo:!' an:v expPn~c that t.hcy rnay be put to as 
a result of the notice of resumption. 

Mr. TAYLOR: That is for the period inter­
vening bet wcen the notice of resumption and 
the decision of the Land Court • 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDf'.: 
Yes. In the case of the Clcrmont lands, the 
GO\·ernment had one month in which to 
decide, and they immediately got a decision 
on the matter. The Government needed the 
land. hut recognised that unless they could 
bring· about clc•ser settlement which had a 
fait· prospect of success it would be unwise 
to disturb the small grazing holders of that 
land, and they were accordingly notified 
1hat the Government did not intend to go 
on \vith the resumption. 

:i\Tr. C'osTELLO: Can the Government pro­
ceed with the resumption at any period after 
the expiration of the month's notice? 

The SECRETARY FOR FGBLIC LA~DS: 
It might be reviewed again. The holders of 
land arc notified through the " Gazette" of 
the intention of the Government to resume 
certain areas, and the officers of the Govern­
ment make and submit their valuations. The 
case for the holder is worked up and sub­
mitted to the court. Under the existing Act 
the Government are bound to accept the 
compensation awarded by the court, and 
complete tlw resumption oven though the 
court mav award an extraordinary high 
amount. It seems to me that that is a flaw 
in the present Act. The Government do 

Hon. W. McConnack.] 
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not desire to disturb p<>ople oven though 
the:v ere carrying on business in a big way 
if they are making the full productive use 
of tlwir land. There may po"ibly be casn 
where holders arc making more use of their 
1and-I do not sav in large areas-than 
wculd be the case '"even with closer settle­
Inent. If an Pxtraordinary high value is 
awarded as compensation, and it is placed 
on the incoming; settler, he is compelled to 
c .ury a greatPr burden than ,he would 1f 
Parliament had the opportumty of rc.-1ewmg 
the situation. 

The second part of the Bill deals with 
nece'sar.- alterations in the law if the 
resumpt~ons arc gone on with. It is gene­
rallv admitted in the caee of Mount Abund­
ance that· the smallest area that should be 
opened for sdeetion adjacent to _the railway 
li11e should be 1,280 acres, but m the back 
portion of the estate larger areas will be 
necessarv. Provision is being made m the 
Hill for 'a system of group settlement, as p_ro­
vidr.d for in the Upper Burnett and Calhd<> 
land settlement scheme. One of the principal 
points stre,sed in this Chamber in connection 
with land scttlenlCnt is the smallne&S of the 
holdings. 

~fr. COSTELLO : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA);DS: 
I admit that many of the mistakes made 
with regard to iand settlement have bec>n due 
to an attemupt to make a living on too small 
an area. I am not speaking now of purely 
agricultural land. I mean in sheep country. 
~tnd in partly agricultural and partly pas­
toral country. Provision is being made in 
this Bill to create a new tenure, to be called 
a " Farm Settlement Lease." The smaller 
areas are to be taken up under perpetual 
lease, and the larger areas, up to 5,000 acre<., 
may be taken up on the same terms and 
oonditions as provided for the larger areas 
under the Upper Burnett and Callide land 
settlement scheme. 

Mr. CORSER: That is homestead selection? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::-JDS: 
That is in order that the selectors can make 
the best possible use of the land during their 
tenure. The> perpetual leaseholds will be in 
perpetuity, and those farm settk•nent leases, 
which will be back from the railway line, 
will have a twenty-eight years' lease, the 
f'UlllC as a grazing homestead selection. Jf it 
i£ found necessarv to subdi\'i·de th('m after 
the expiration o'f the tv<.·enty-e.ight years' 
lease, the original settler is to be allowed 
priority in the selection of one of the block~. 
ThP desire is to get as many people on th1s 
land as can make a living. In the case of 
the. soldier settlement schemes in the we,tern 
areas. the Go.-crnment have found it neces­
sary to double the areas held. 

Mr. Vowu:s: \Ve told you about that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I am endeaymuing to act outside of politics 
inregarcl to land matters. (Hear, hear!) If 
wo are going to settle people on the land, 
we shall have to give them conditions that 
will inducr them to remain there. (Hear, 
hear !) In those soldier settlements the 
Government are increasing th0 area. 

Mr. CoRTELLO: The GoYemment will have 
to do that in the South also. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC LA::-.l'DS: 
I do not care what my predecessor has 
de ne: I am going to try and make land 
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settlement a success. (Hear, hear!) l 
believe the a rea of grazing homesteads has 
been (DO small. (Hear, hear!) In the cases 
of the \Vc,tern lands wo are fixing the 
area of the blocks at 10,000 ac~es. and on the 
in::,ide areas. \Yhere they can do dairying, 1ve 
a re increasing tlw a rea from 1,230 acres to 
3.000 acres. 4.000 acres, and 5,000 aeres, 
n.ccorrling to the <Juality of the land. 

Mr. TA YLOR (Windsor): If the introduc­
tior. of the mat.t Prs which the 11inister has 
brought before the Committee will assist land 
settlement. and tend to make our settlers 
prosperous. the Bill ehonld ha.-e the sup-port 
of hon. mcmbc·r~. C\:o doubt. it will, as the 
provi~ions he has outlinPd ")th regard ~o 
~erving 110ticPs of resumption ~n land­
holders. and the a"urance he has g1ven that 
he has advieecl the people w!Jo have had 
these notices sc>rvtxi on the1n to carry on 
their opc'rations in ju:-3t the same manner as 
if thev had not n·ccived them, is an excellent 
idea · The wav in which notice3 of resump­
tion- ha.-e been' sen-ed in the past must have 
had a yerv disturbinrr influence on the people 
rrcei\·ing -them. Th;:' fact that there will.be 
ample time given. and that c?mpensat!on 
wil! be paid fm any loss sustam<:>d d~1r1ng: 
the period interwnin~ hetween the se~v.1ce of 
the notice of resnmptwn and thc; de.msw~ of 
the Land Court. is equitable, fa1r, and JUst. 
Then. the fact that thE' Crown may, within 
one month after the decision of the Land 
Court. if circum~tanC'Ps rPquire. give notice 
to the owner that they do not intend to go 
on ,vith the n';;;.unlption. is fair and reason­
able. We <>hall probably lcar~ more ':bout 
the Bill when it is before us m Comm1ttee. 
I under .... tand ihC'rc arc not many clauses in 
it. 

:\Ir. ('ORSER (Burnt ft) : I quite .agree 
with the desire of the Crown to have _an 
opportunity nf getting out o~ the resumptwn 
in case tlH' Land Court dec1des ~m a valu~­
tion above what the Crown cons1ders a fa1r 
thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LA;;DS : -Which 
the selector really could not make a living on. 

Mr. CORSER: \Ye will put it thai way. 
Of f•.ourse t.here is the other side-that. of 
justice to the settler. When the _amendmg 
Bill was going' throug,h on a prevwu~ occa­
sion I opposed it from the point of v1ew of 
the old settler who had made a freeh0ld out 
of his lease, on the ground that there was no 
prov'ision to enable. him to .secur'' .. what he· 
contended was a fan· valuatwn. It he does 
not think it is a. fair valuation, he cannot 
g-et out of tho resumption. J;Ie has to g?­
The Crown is going to take Ins l<wd even !f 
he proto"t' that the valuation is not a fal':" 
rompensation for the ti~e and n10 11,~:V and. 
improvements he has put mto the holmng. 

The SECRETARY POR I'c'BLIC LAND~ : Of 
course that ahyays occurs in r-csumptions. 

}Ir. CORSER: You will agree that the 
Crown Ya.!uation is taken. and that the 
Crown makes t.hc .-aluo. The owner is made 
an ofl:'cr. and he goes to the Land Court-
1 hat is his only appeal-and the Lar;d Coun 
g-ives ib decision. If the value Js small 
Pnough. the Crown will take over the land, 
and. if it goes a~mmst the C::rown, thts 
amending Bill lot< 1t out. But 1t. dol•s nor 
let the man ont if he does not thmk thP 
''aluation is sufficient. Of course the Minis­
ter uses the argument that it is in favour of 
the settler. 
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The SECHETAHY FOR PcBLIC LA:sns: I. 
that au:; bett<•r than to disturb the man who 
is m a kin.r; full 11se of his property, and prob­
abl~- hanng an unsuccessful settlement? 

Mr. C'OH SEH : \Y c do not want a.n unsuc­
cr>ssful sutrlcnlent, bniJ cv,- rvouo \i\·ant~ full 
cmnp('nsation for the tirnc labour and worrv 
pnt into a pl'Operty. On 'the Upp.•r Burnett 
settlrnwnt all these freeholds were secured 
by the Crown by the amending Act of 1922. 
The Act madn it possible for the C'rown to 
sc•curc the old homos of the pioneers of the 
Burrwtt, 1 f the·v \Ye re not ,~alned at more 
than £20.000 each. \Yhero thuv were valued 
at morn dwn £20.000 the Go~-ernmont had 
th0 powPr prcdously. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L.IC>;DS: T!w 
conrt fix0s the compensation. 

:'dr. COUSER: The courl does noi llx it. 
The Government fix it; thc·y go to the court. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LA:sus: ::'\o: 
l he court fixes it. " 

Mr. COHSER: The court llxcs it on the 
Governn1enfs valuation. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR PLBLIC L.\XD~: The 
GovcrnrnPnt put in their value. the nw.n 
puts in his value, and the court decides. 

l\Ir. COHSEU: As the :Minister knmvs. 
practically in all those cases of the {'pper 
Burnt:'tt the GoYPnnncnfs valuation \Vas the 
vaiua tion adopted. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: l\o; 
the accp_nreincnt valuation \va.s t.he uwrwr·B 
in son1c cases. 

Mr. C'ORSER : There ar0 manv other 
amendments noccssarv that I would like 
to bring under the ~otice of the Govern­
ment. I know there are other reasons 
for the introduction of the Bill. I hope that 
:vhen r.he Minister is dealing with the graz­
mg pione<'rs he will carry out his intention 
of. incrc;asing certain sheep areas and that he 
1nll bnng tho>'e on that countrv under the 
grazing hom0stead tenure, w.hlch provides 
for personal residence during the whole 
period of the lease and that he will give 
settlers ot.her advantages. If th,, l\:Iinister 
mally wants to a'5ist the cattleman. particu­
larly the man in the pear districts. he can 
g1ve to each cattlema,n who is onlv on a, 
living area, a snrcty of tenure in that area. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLTC LA:sns: I will 
give him secm·it v of tenure if he clears the 
land of pPar. " 

Mr. CORSER: If he does that. he· is going 
tu rcndee properties valuable v·hich arc 
to-dac' Yaluele~s in the hands of commNcial 
a,nd banking inst·itutions. Hc1 "'ill improve 
the value of the ]case so that bankino- in:;titu­
tions will adYanco mone,· on it. Th~t monev 
"'ill enable him .to increase the employmen't 
on th0 place. which in turn will increase the 
improvcmer.ts and will enable the holder to 
live under bett0r conditions. FurthPr. it will 
improve fhc State's assets. Such action 
would cost ihe Crown nothing, and it would 
m0an a lot to those people. At a.nv time 
nndN the present Land Act the Govci·mncnt 
utn take those grazing farms if they arc 
wanted for agricultural purposes, the samo 
as they ha ye acquired the whole of the rppcr 
Burnett lands. I hope that the Minister, 
a.m?ng rht>: "CPrtain particulars" \vhich he 
claims he 1s amending in the Bill. will give 
son1e ron!'idl:.ration to the cattleman in 1;ear 
areas on what might be termed ]i,ing areas. 

:Ur. \'U\YLES (/J •/l!.'fi: In dealing· with 
the Closer f\Ntlemcnt Acts Amendmc·nt Bill. 
I had hoped that the ::\linister would tell us 
that provision was to be made to dea.! with 
the soldier settlement at Cecil Plaim. I have 
seen letters in the Press during the last week 
or so complaining that representations had 
been made to the Department of Public Lands 
n bout the rcntluation and reclassifica-tion of 
those lands. Action should be taken in that 
direction. C'Ven if it is nc,cc;;,,arv to \Yrih~ off 
some of ihe capital value. An" effort should 
b" made to allow those soldiers to carry on 
with a better prospect of success than -they 
hayc at lhc present time, more p'I.rticularly 
in view of the droug.ht conditions t·hey arc 
('xpcri('nciug. Rrprcscntations havf~ been 
mad<', and all sorts of remedies have been 
''nggcsted, and. when I learned of the intro­
dndion of this Bill, I really thought thM 
I hi' '','on !cl have been one of the llrst things 
t<J be taken into consideration_ 

The SECRETARY FOR PcnLrc LAxll~: I 
think \VC shall have to review the "'hole ques­
t ion of --olclier scttlenH~nt. 

::\1r. YO\VLES: When referring t" snldier 
settlements 1 am referring to repurcha.sed 
estates. I consider that the Government are 
not making a job of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR I't'BLIC L.\XDS: You 
would hayp to face immense loss to do so. 

:Vir. VOWLES: It is far better to do so 
nnd keep the settlers tlwre. It is better to 
\Vipe ofi that loss than to have them living 
a hell upon earth. with the sword ah, ays. 
hanging over their heads. never knowing 
when it will fall. The Minister explains 
that it is intended to .decide the question 
of l'esumption after the decision of th& 
court has det0rmined the qnestion of com­
pensation. V\'e know exac·tly where t.he 
leaseholder ,tands. but we arc toltl that the 
freeholder is to be placed in exactly the 
same position, and that he is going to be 
cnmpensared with regard to the loss sustained 
t.hrough disturbance. \Ve know wha.t that 
compensation will b0. Surely it is right that 
the leaseholder and the froeholder should be 
properly compensated ,,-hen they are asked 
t,J get out. 

The SECRETARY FOH PcBLJC LAC>;llS: It is a 
difficult fluestion. I know. 

1\fr. VO\YLES: The Crown mav refuse to 
pay reasonable eompc•nsation. but the man 
has to get out and has to m a kc provision 
in th0 meantiuw for his ful urf' existence. 
That is 11ot taken into eon~ideration in 
detern1ining a man··~ lo~ses; it is only the 
actual loss of the property that is taken 
into ac·Jounl. Thev -do not take into con­
sicleralion the fact" that a man has to find 
a new honH~. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LlxDs: I think 
the court considers that. 

::\Ir. VO\YLES: The ,·ourt con,iders it as 
little as it possibl,- can. It simply considers 
the actl!al disturbance on the property and 
doc>c not take ir,to consideration the waste 
of time and the loss of business. If an.yono 
g-oes into court he should be prepa,red tl> 
abide bv the decision, it does not matter 
whether" it is an t"ndividual or the Crown. 
I do not sec that the Crown should be placocr 
in a better position than the ordinary liti­
gant. I am not condemning the Bill, because 
I haw not seen it, but. from what the 
::\finistrr tells '" in "cference to increased 

Mr. Vowles.] 



H48 Closer Settlement Acts [,\.::JSK\IBL Y.] Amendment Bill. 

areas on 1·epurchascd eetates. I am right with 
hmJ. I havE' always advocated larger areas 
on the country he rders to. As a result of 
my knowledg0 of the country, I know that 
the areas thoro must be reasonable. If \·ou 
trace back the history of the repurchased 
estate of Jimbour, . going back probably 
twelve years, you \Yill find that the failure 
·of the settlers was because of the limited 
area3. I remember that. when the Jimbour 
Commission sat, they told us that the down­
fall of the selectors was due primarily to that 
cause. ·when we \Vere dealing \Yith Cecil 
Plams I asked the Government not to restrict 
the area. If you are going to give a con­
fined a~·ea to a selector, then he is going to 
have h1s _nose to the grmdstonf all the time. 
If you gwe a reasonable area it gives him 
a. prospect of carrytng on; and. if he is not 
able. to carry on, it gives him a chance of 
g:'tti.ng out. I know the ar0as in the Roma 
distnct to which the Minister referred this 
~fternoon,_ '_lnd I quite a<lmi t there arc areas 
m the YIC!11lty of the railway line which 
could be cut up into much smaller blocks 
th~n. those in the hinterland. and I ask the 
11mi~ter to take into consideration in that 
district the C>xpcriencc' of the soldier settlers 
on J\four1t Hutton and Injun" Cr0ck. It is 
.a r~gretta blc thing that there has been a big 
fallmg-off m settlement there. The soldiers 
are disappeari~g. They were up against 
sea"onal comhtwne all the time. In that 
country you have to base the carrying 
c~pacity on the average seasons. At one 
hmo they may h>1vc unlimited rain and good 
crops .. but you cannot possibl,- decide what 
IS a hv111~ area in a season snch as that. 
T~e most misleading factor in connection 
;nth land settlement in the \Yestern countrv 
1~ the ayerage rainfall. It is not distributed. 
B(;m10tlnH~~ son have a pro1ifte season. You 
'nll probably have heay~· rains in the snJTill10r 
season-I haYe known 12 inches to fall at one 
h~1e--an:I you 1na~· find that the average 
rainfall IS very goocl. That rain cC'rtainlv 
does !iood as it fills the creeks and gullies, 
and. 1~ It could only be distributed over the 
:yaar. It .wo~rld be Yery nice, but. unfortu­
nately, 1t rs not distributed. The ,.ame 
condihous apph where it is proposed to 
repurchrr~c estat0s, and. unle~s you giYo 
I'ea'onab]p areas-unless vou find that water 
"" n be gnt or put on the ·land-then the idea 
of. cloRcr sC'ttlPrncnt is a farce. In dealing 
;,·rth clospr settlement on repurchased estates 
1t Is not the . san1c as dealing ,viih Crov;,rn 
lands, \vhcre 1t dof's uot matter verv much 
frc?m ~ capital poiut of vic\v whether the 
thtng Is a failure or not: but where vou aro 
deahng "·ith rppurchascd C>otates vou l1ave tD 
pay cash and debentures haYe to be issued. 
That money has to be paid back. and, unless 
you can put selectors on the land and put 
them at the very beginning in such a position 
that they have. a reasonable hope of success. 
you are startn~g on a v~·rong basis, and. 
Instead of c1:eabng pr~spenty. you arc going 
tD. creatP m.rser,-. I smcerely trust that the 
Mnust~1· will take the suggestions I have 
made mto serious consideration bc>cause the 
-conclusions I ban' come to have' been ~rrivcd 
~tt after years of experience of settlement 
Ill tlw vVestern couni;ry-on .Jimbour Mount 
Hutton. Ce?il Plains, and Injune C;eek. If 
you are go1ng to repurchase estates, do not 
make the mistakes vou have made in the 
past, ~mt give the set"tlers a reasonable living 
area m order that thev may have a pros­
pect of ach-ancemcnt. Once tlw settlers sec a 
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prospect of suocecs they \vill go ahead. but 
once they see the case is hopekss thev will 
drift and drift, and the Cro\vn estat~ aP.d 
the money borrowed for the purchase of the 
la1_1d will be in jeopardy. That is the very 
tlung we do not want, because it will be a 
bad advertisement for Queensland. 

Mr :MOORE (Aubigny): I would like to 
know w hcthcr the Crown will be prepared to 
pay the costs of appeal after the individual 
has had his propertv as,esscd bv the Land 
Court and the Crowi1 has decide(! to resume 
the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : The 
clause in the Bill reads-

" The claimant shall be entitled to pay­
ment of proper costs and expenses in­
curred up to the date of the discontinu· 
ancc, and the amount thereof shall when 
necessary, be fixed by the Land C~urt or 
an Appeal Court, as the case may be." 

Jl.fr. :\100RE: I am quite satisfied with 
that. I onh wanted an assurance on the 
point. I qu'ite agree with the proposal of 
the J\1inister to increase the areas. I am 
afraid that the areas in connection with the 
l:ppcr Bunreit settlement scheme in manv 
cases a re too small. The experience I have 
hacl in Queensland shows rne the absolute 
folly, except in certain cases, of cutting land 
up into small areas. There is a. class of 
country in Queensland that is eminentlv suit­
able for cutting into 150-acre blocks o1· even 
smaller areas. owing to the cla'S of produce 
that can be gro\Yn on the land. but. when 
it. com0s to a. qncstjon of dairving, a great 
mistake has been made bv everv Govern­
ment in endeavouring to settle pco.ple on too 
small an area of land. Thev have alwa"s 
seemed afraid that the selector will be able 
to make more than a living. \Ye have had 
that E'xperiencc in connection with all the 
repurchased c.statcs and in regard to nearly 
all settlement in Queensland, except in some 
:>prcially fayourcd distrlctf;. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'l'BLIC LANDS: It is 
remarkable what evidence' you get. I have 
been told bv a successful farmer in Roma 
that 640 acres arc sufficient. . 

:\Ir. ::\IOORE: That is possible in some 
districts, but '' <' ba \ e also to take i'nt o 
account the human equation. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L\NDS: He is 
on a 640-acre block. 

)lr. :\IOORE: Tt is quit<> possible that one 
man, who ha~ had experience and knows 
how to work his place, may make a living 
on 320 acres. "·hile other sdtlers round about 
him are unable to do so. 

Mr. CosTELLO: He m11y be on alltwial flats. 

The SECRETARY FOil PuBLIC LA:-iDS: No. 

Mr. :VIGORE: I know it is quite possible. 
One can see successful settlor' in .rlifferf'lli dis· 
tricts. As <! rule, it is because of good farm­
ing. but it takes a long period of probation 
before a man reaches that stag-e. and very 
often a good ·deal of intelligence, too .. That, 
unfortunately. has been the fault. \Vc have 
put men on the land to cultivate it who are 
not adapted for the \York. \Ve only need to 
give the SE'ttlers reasonabl,-, conditions until 
they can grow crops. in order to bring about 
intensive culture such as has been evolved in 
othf'r places. We arc in the same state to-da v 
as I suppose Victoria was fortv vears ago. 
They are evoh·ing a class of farmer· there who 
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undcr,tand intensive culture, but we have not 
got t hf>rt! in Qn<'Ctbland to any extent. I 
would lik<• to sc•c the Govcrnmrnt err on the 
side of gi\-ing u nu1n too rnuch land rather 
than too little, because "·e have seen the 
failureo '"hich have taken place in the past 
owing· to uncertain rainfall and other draw­
back>. If a man has too small an area, he 
has to stock up so much to make a living 
that in a dr.c time he has not enough land 
for hi~ roquircrn('nts. The giYing of u suffi­
cient area of land will make all the difference 
betwc·:•n successful and unsuccessful set!.le­
ment. I am pleased to see that the ·Minister 
has reali•·cd what, to my mind, has been one 
of thP vital factors in connection with success­
ful settl.•rnent-that is. giving a man a suffi­
ci('nt arc•a to enable him to make a living. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon) : As an advo­
cate of living areas, I was very pleased lo 
hear the Minister say this afternoon that it 
is the intention of his department in future 
N.Ot to settle a man on a block of land unless 
'1 is a living area. The statement of the 
YJ:inistc>r with regard to the future policy of 
:ilie department was the broadest utterance 
I have heard from the Government side. I 
do not blame this Government alone for the 
failure of land settlement in Queensland, as 
all Governments have been to blame. They 
have settled men on blocks of land which were 
not sufficient in an'a to enable them to support 
themselves and their families. The result has 
been that men ha.ve been unsuccessful. and 
have been forc·-•d to soli their blocks. If we 
put settlers on blocb large enough for them 
to make a living on, we shall not fmd them 
sf'lling out. 

The hon. member for Dalby pointed out 
the conditions of the settlers on Jimbour and 
Mount Hutton. I c.t!lod at the Department 
of Public Lands htel.v with regard to t.he 
forfoih•d selections 011 Cecil Plains. and I was 
disappointed with the information. I received. 
I was informed that those forfeited selections 
were set aside for settlers coming from the 
Coominya soldier settl-ement. I hope that the 
Minister will consider the requiremenh of the 
present settlers on Cecil Plains before he puts 
people from Coominya on the forfeited selec­
tions on Cecil Plains. There are settlers on 
Cecil Plains who are quite capable of 
managing a Ii ttle more land than they have 
got. 

I want to refer to the Glenlyon resumption 
at St.anthorpe, where there were 390 appli­
cants for two blocks of land. The Department 
of Public Lttnds may say that, as there is a 
great land hunger in that district, they should 
have cut those two blocks into four or five 
blocks. That is where the department has 
made a mistake in the past-because there 
has been a keen demand for land the depart­
ment has reduced the areas. The fact that 
there were 390 applicants for the two blocks 
in question should satisfy the departm<:>nt that 
the blocks were worth going for. I can assure 
the Minister that on the 4,000 acres resumed 
on Glenlyon, which is second-rate sheep coun­
try, the people concerned will have just 
enough land to make a living, and will be 
succ· ssful. They will not be always worrying 
the department for a reduction in their rent 
or for an extension of the time for the pay­
ment of their liabilities, as has often been 
the case. I trust that this will be the future 
policy in regard to land settlement in Queens­
land. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): I was 
pleased to hear the remarks of the Mini5ter 

to th" ffc·ct that living- areas would be given 
to new sett1c•rs. I hope the hon. gentleman 
will go furtlwr and do something to give a 
living area to tlw people who arc already 
settl;:d on the land, oth ·rwise there will be 
two clacscs of settlers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Vhat do 
you call a liYing area'? 

Mr. DEACON: I am taking the :\Iinister's 
r~timat0 of a living area. 

The SECR~TARY FOR Pc'BLIC LA);llS: I would 
like to kno\v yours. 

Mr. DEACO:\': \Yhat it is 1vorth from the 
point of vie'v of land value. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAK!lS: That is 
very ind finit0. 

Mr. DEACO)J: 1t is not. Land 'o. valued 
by what you can get out of it. Yuu may have 
20,000 acres of poor land which will not be a 
living area~ -while you rnay have 5,000 acres 
of good land. which is too large an area. 
What I want to get at is the Minister's idea 
of a living area. If he put it in terms of 
land value, I could understand it. Take, for 
instance. 5,000 acres at Mount I-Iutton. That 
land ought to be worth £1 an acre, which 
would be £5,000. Is that a living area? 

Mr. COSTELLO: It should be. 
:vir. DEACO)J: If a man had 5.000 acres 

or land worth £1 an acre, he would be looked 
on as a criminal by the Government. The 
Government are tr.·ating one class of settler 
as criminals, yet they a.1·e saying under this 
Bill that the other settler is entitled to a 
living area. The Minister should be con­
.-istcnt. Under this Bill the settlers are to 
be given a differPnt tenure to what previous 
settlers were given. vVo are now starting to 
go in for a living arn. I am glad the Minister 
admitted that there is such a thing as a living 
area, as there is a possibility that a man 
who is on an area now which is not a living 
area will be given the same treatment as 
st'ltlers under this Bill. 

Question put and pacsed. 
The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee 
had come to a resolution. 

The resolution was ag·reed to. 

FIRST READI!W. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
presented the Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill be n0w read a first 
time.'' 

Question put and passed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

SUGAR WORKERS' PERPETUAL LEASE 
SELECTIONS BILL. 

INITIATION IN COMl\UTTEE. 

(111r. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. \V. MeCormack, Cairns): I beg to 
move--

" 'I'hat it ie desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to make provision fo-r the 
selection of perpetual lease selections by 
sugar workers, and for other con­
sequential purposes." 

This is a very small Bill to apply to oerta.in 
alterations to selections held as sugar workers' 

Hon. W. McCormacl•.] 
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blocks. L nder section 179 of the Land 
Act, it is possible for a man working 
in a sugar district in a mill or in the field 
to select a small area of land close to a 
mill, known as a sugar worker's block, and 
to cultivate it during the slack season. In 
that way a .-ere· laudable attempt was made 
to soh·e the diflicultv of the slack season in 
the industrv. but the tenure allowed was 
simply a l~asc which could b<• terminated 
upon six months' notice. That was found 
to be very unsatisfactory. The sugar worker 
could not borrow money ou the place, or 
build a home, or get an advance from the 
State Advances Corporation or a bank or 
anybody else. 

Mr. KIKG: It was merely an occupation 
license. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LA:\DS: 
Yes, or a spccia.l lea•c. I propose to amend 
the Act to allow .him to convert the holding 
into perpetual lease, so that he may be able 
to borrow money and bmld a home. There 
are not many of these sugar workers' blocks. 
There are twelve in the Bundaberg dish·icr, 
s8\'enty in the }1irani district. thirty-seyen 
in the Ingham district, four in the Innisfail 
district, and twenty-three in the Cairns 
district. 

Mr. KING : Will he ha,vc the right io 
transfer to another man ? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: 
Yee., to another sugar worker. A definition 
of .. sugar worker" i·, included, and he will 
have the right to transfer to another sugar 
worker, and he may sell his improvements to 
the incoming tenant. 

M·r. TAYLOR: Is there any limitation on the 
area? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Yes. It ranges from 10 to 30 acres. 
In some instances the Minister might not 
approve of the transfer, because a town­
ship may have grown so considerably that 
the land is required for township allot­
ments, and it would be unwise to give a 
perpetual leasehold tenure of 10 or 15 acres 
on the immediate outskirts of such a place. 
In only a few cases does that position hold 
good, and in them we will compensate the 
leaseholder and probably reserve the land 
for sale as township allotments. I know of 
such a case in my district at Gordonvale. 
That is a yery prosperous little town, which 
has grown out to the sugar workers' blocks. 
One of them, which is not cultivated, is 
reallv suburban or town land. The holder 
has -no right to cut it up. Under this 
proposal we can resume that area and make 
provision for him elsewhere, and utilise it 
as town allotments. I can assure the Com­
mittee that there is no "nigger in the wood 
pile" about this Bill. I had a spare half-hour 
and I had the Bill drafted to right a wrong 
.,-hich has been in existence for a numbeT of 
years. 

?vir. PETERSON (K ormanby): I think the 
Bill outlined contains vPry good principles. 
The feature about it which particularly 
appeals to me is that it a,llows the sugar 
workers to develop their hol clings in the 
slack season. Since this right is bemg con­
ceded to sugar workers, I trust the 111inister 
will sec his way clear to alter the Bill so 
as to make provision to enable other workers 
than sugar workers to develop similar blocks 
in the slack season and take work when it 
is offering. I have in mind a large number 
-of returned soldiers at Ridgelands, who are 
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working on the main roads because drought 
conditions have prevented them from making 
a living on their farms, and who nave been 
ordered back to their .holdings, according to 
information I have receiycd. I do not say 
that my information is absolutely correct, 
but it has been giv(Jn to me in correspondence 
by way of protest. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : Your 
proposal would necessitate an alteration of 
the definition of "sugar \Yorke-r." 

Mr. PETERSO::\: I a.grec with the 
definition as far as it goes, but the 111inist<'r 
might enlarge the scope of the Bill to include 
Main Roads Board workers or railway con· 
struction workers, for instance. I thi,]k one 
of the finest ideas the Minister could put 
into effect would be to enable ra.ilway con· 
struction workers to take up land, so that, 
whilst their families were perhaps developing 
them, they could go out and earn a little 
money. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS : \V e 
could not forfeit selections in that case. 

Mr. PE'l'RRSON: 'I'he trouble is that the 
settlers are harassed by many letters from 
the Lands Department. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS : Some 
of those men at Ridgelands haYc been two 
and a-half yea.rs a way from their selections. 
Do you agree with that? 

Mr. PETERSON: No, but they have had 
two and a-half yea·rs of very bad seasons. I 
hope the Minister will see his way to help 
them in the direction I have suggestcd-thcy 
may be supporters of .his Government. 

Mr. SW AYNE (Jiirani): I have an an1end­
ment to move on this motion. This is a 
matter that I have interested myself in for 
many years. I notice, according to " Han­
sard," that about six years ago I asked a 

question tending towards the 
[7 p.m.J introduction of a measure similar 

to the one forecast, and I received 
a reply from the then Treasurer that some­
thing would be done. The fact that the 
Government are going to introduce a Bill to 
make better provision for the holders of 
this land shows that they at last recognise 
the advisableness of extending this system. 
I would now a.sk the Government to go still 
further and not confine this to sugar workers. 
I therefore move as an amendment the 
omission of the word "sugar." The motion 
will then read-

" That it is desirable that a Dill be 
introduced to make provision fr.r the 
selection of perpetual lease scl•cctions b;c 
workers, and for other con.scqucntial 
purposes.'' 

T have always held and I have ,.,hrays urged 
when unemployment has been discussed, that 
one of the effective 1neans of coping witb it 
or mini1nising it-I do not mean doing a1v<ty 
with it altogether-was to allow the w0rkers 
to ,,ecure small holdings. They could have half 
an acre jn some cases, and. perhaps as. much 
as 5 acl'CS in others. I have always con­
sidered that they should have land on which 
they could employ themselves whmt th":Y 
were out of work. They could grow the•r 
own vegetables. They could keep a cow. It 
is wonderful when you travel through the 
country to see what can be done in the way 
of self-support. I b"lieve that many years 
of work in that direction has beE-n lost 
because the Government would not take the 
advice that I offered something like six years 
ago. However, it is better late than never. 
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'l'he SECRET.\RY FOR PrBLIC LAXDS : Whv 
..:lid you not get your own Governnu•nt to do 
it when they were in power? 

l\Ir. SW AYNE: That is a verv relevant 
interjection. My owl). Governmei1t-as the 
Minister puts it-or the Governmellt that I 
was supporting a.t the time introrh;cPd a nwa­
sure in regard to sugar workers not long 
before they went out of pmvf'r; they wpre 
the originators of the jdea. I an1 sure 
that, if they had remained in office. what 1 
am suggesting now would have bee a carried 
cut years ,ago. Let me show what I have 
done in this regard. According to <• Han­
sard" for 1916-17. I asked the tben Trea.sm'Pl' 
th:s question-

" 1. Are holders of sngar-workers' 
blocks able to honow monev ei t h<'r from 
the Agricultural Bank Dr the \Yurkcrs' 
Dwellings Branch for the ('rt'ction of 
tbeir dwelling-houses? 

"2. If not. and the tr•nure of these 
block-; prevents ouch loans beiug· gnnted. 
will he endeavour to arrange with the 
Secretary fm· Public Lands such a tenure 
'tS will enable them to horrmv either 
under the Agricultural Ba.nk Act or th<' 
Vi• orkers' Dwellings Ad monev to such 
puqlOSE", or in sornp other ·way arrange 
for it to be done?" 

It was onlv then that we found that the 
tenure under. which thf' blocks were held was 
not suffieient. security either for the Agricul­
-tural Bank or the Vi·orkers' Dwellings Board. 
I thought then that all should be put in thf' 
same position, and that. the worker who went 
.-awav from the tcwn and became in a mcasunl 
£elf-supporting should be able to borrow fm 
the erection Df his home just as well as if 
he had a. 16-perch allotment in a city and could 
borrDW for the erection of a worker's dwell­
i'ng, or else be placed in the same position as 
-a farmer and borrow from the Agricultural 
Bank. The Treasurer replied-

" Not at present: the matter will be 
considered if an application for an advance 
is made to the Commissioner of the 
Queensland Government SaYings Bank." 

Applications were made to the Commissioner, 
and still nothing was done. That was so long 
ago as February, 1917. At last something is 
going to be done. It was not regarde-d as 
seeuritv at the time because of the terms of the 
lease. 'The !Pase wa' not regarded as sufficient 
security, and I take it that the object of this 
Bill is to change the tenure to the ordinary 
perpetual leasehold which ,-ill then be re­
garded as suffi.ci<>nt secur·ih· under either tlw 
Workers' Homes Act or .. the Advanc<>s to 
Settlers Act to enable these mr•n to borrow 
money for the erection of homes. Vi•lw should 
this Bill bP confined to sugar workei·s only? 
Wh:v should not all w·orh'rs l10 enable,,] to 
take adYantug0 of its proYisinn~? ]t v;ould 
be the ll1(~ans o£ 1naking nutn~~ fan1ilics to a 
erl'tain extent sC>lf~supporiillg. ~-\ n1an \Vho 
likes to work and owns a little land. evren 
if it is only an acre will ne\·er want. He will 
never be on thr• bread line. as lw will b .. · able 
to produce sufficient to stave off actual want 
for the time being. Jip is, therefore, in a far 
superior position 1 o th0 l11Hll \Yho occupies a 
rented house, as ho will be able to utilise his 
time during unemplo;rment. This Bill \\·ill 
do some good, and, as I have said, I am glad 
to see even at this lat·· hour that something 
is g-oing· to be done oa the lines I urged six 
:vears ago, and I would ask the :VIinister to 
aooept the amendment to enable all workers­
not only sugar workers-to take advantage of 
this Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hen. W. McCormack, Cairns) : I do not want 
to be discourteous to the hon. member, but 
there is nothing practical in the suggestion. 
The ~vstem comes under section 179 of the 
Land .Act; there is no sugar workers Act at 
all. It was only an administrative departure 
that· \Yas made in order to deal with seasonal 
\YOrkers in the sug-ar industry. \¥hat the hon. 
member for lYiirani proposes would mean an 
altPrarion of our whole svstcrn of land settle­
ment. There is already ;;, la.w on the statute­
book dealing with worker'' homes, but this 
is quite a different proposition to workers' 
homes. >Yhich proyide an allotment and a 
home for workers under the Workers' Homes 
Act. The aim of the GovermnPnt is to 
rncourap;e agrirulturc in the sugar area:::. 
We haw not got the land in other areas. I 
do not suppme it is possible to get an acre 
of land to extend this system even in areas 
'\here it is in existence. 

J\Ir. BRAXD: The GO\·ernmcnt can rdcase 
land from the Fore•;t.ry Department. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA='JDS : 
The hon. g·entleman shows his intelligence in 
saying that. I do not know of any land 
availHble in any sugar districts close to the 
mills 

Mr. BRAXD: I will name >ou onf'-·the Isis 
district. .. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
Close enough to the mill for the nwn to walk 
in and out to work? 

:VIr. BRAND: YPs . 
The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LA='JDS: 

\~ ou are \vrong. 
Mr. BRAND: I arn not wrong. 
Mr. CoRSER: The :Minister must accept the 

hon. member's ·denial. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS 
That is a fiction that I have never put 
forward. The hon. gentleman will have 
ample opportunity later on of dealing with 
that matter. I hope it will be next session 
-I do not think I shall haYe an opportunity 
of iutroducing a Forestry Bill this session. 
I have great difficulty in standing up against 
the would-be despoilers of our forests, and I 
am sorry that the bon. member for Burrum 
is ar;othcr despoiler. 

This Bill deals with a special seasonal 
industry. We_ have no land available to 
extend this syotem oven in the sugar areas. 
We might ret apart an area of land in the 
'fully River district near the new mill to 
tdlow workers to t ako advantage of this pro­
posal; but in the settled sugar areas of 
Qaeeusland yoLt \\oald have to pay from 
£50 to £60 an acre to settle all workers, as 
the hon. nlCinbPr for :rv1irani sugge..;ts, on 
-mall blocks of sugar hmd. l know of 
flOnie ca;:,t·-, where 1nen are makincr a real 
good living on these small ar<)as-o__ 

HoxocRABLI: l\1Eii1BERS: Hear, hPar! 
Th<' SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

But it is impossible to extend the system to 
all >Yorkers and all industries. It would 
mr,an the repurchase of land. 

2'vfr. DKICON : And why not? 

The 8 ECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LA'\'DS: 
Because of the impracticability of it. 

1\lr. DEACOX : It is not impracticable. 
The SEC'RETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 

The hon. member is about the most imprac­
ticable farmer that I haYe mf't. 

:Mr. CosTELLO: You are wrong there. 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Then his ideas in Parliament must be differ­
ent to the ideas he has when on the farm. 
I hope that the hon. member for Mirani 
is 12ot sm·jons in pressing his amendment. It 
is not possible. The present intention is to 
rectify a wrong that has existed. I am not 
prepared off-handed to make this Bill apply 
to the settlement of workers throughout the 
whole of Queensland. Only recently it took 
nearh a week to initiate a Bill to deal with 
one particular area-the Burnctt-and now 
the hon. gentleman wants another Bill to 
deal with all the land in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY F'OR RAILWAY~: One step at 
a time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The \York0rs' Dwellings Act already provides 
for the average individual--

Mr. BRA;>;D: You cannot run a cow or a 
horse on a worker's dwelling area. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
'l'his is the first notification that I have had 
that this Bill is to r;rovide for the running 
of a cow or a horse. 

Mr. BRAND: The sugar workers desire that. 
The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' LANDS: 

Tho definition of a sugar worker is here. 
However, I do not intend to argue the 
point. I have made the explanation mere!:, 
out of. courtesY to the hon. member for 
Mirani, because it has been due somewhat 
to his efforts that the disabilitie' of sugar 
workers have \;con brought under the notice 
of the Government. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jlirani): I cannot quitP 
agree with the Minister when he speaks of 
my amendment as b<~ing impracticable. The 
motion reads-

" Consideration in Committe of the 
desirableness of ·introducing a Bill to 
make provision fol' the selection of 
perpetual lease selections bv 'U '" r 
workers, and for other consequential pm·­
poses." 

~Vhy s~~uld the elimination _of the word 
sugar change the propos1t10n from a 

practicable to an impracticable one? If it 
is practicable for sugar workers, it should be 
practicable for others workers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: No, it 
is not. 'J'he Bill deals with existing settle­
ment, not with new settlement. 

Mr. SW A YNE : I am quite prepared to 
listen to suggestions from the Minister with 
regard to some limitation, but the people 
I have in view are farm workers. We know 
how desirable it is that we should have a 
settled population of good workers in our 
far'!'ing areas. As to. t~e difficulty of pro­
curmg land for them, If It can be got in the 
sugar districts-which are some of the most 
closely settled farming districts in Queens­
l":nd-;-it can be got in any other farming 
district. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
land was obtained when the mill was estab­
lished. It could not be secured now. 

Mr. SWA YNE: I can show where land 
can still be secured. 'J'he Government are 
purchasing· land for those who wish to erect 
workers' homes, and thev are paying fairly 
big prices for such land 'in the towns. Why 
not go outside town areas and purchase 
blocks a little larger on which the workers 
could do something to sustain themselves 
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during tinws of unemployment, on whic'llr· 
they could grow their own vegetables and 
keep a cow or so, and that kind of thing? 
It has already proved to be advantageous i>~. 
the sugar distnds. I take it that tha,t is 
grantc<i, othen\·ise we should not have this 
Bill introduced. All I am asking is that 
other ogricultural workers-! am quite will­
ing to limit it to agricultural workers­
should have the benefits that already have 
been found to be good for .ugar workers. I 
ask the .Minister to treat the amendment 
with all seriousness. I can show hfm where 
areas are available. I made inquiries twe> 
or three years ago from some of the land 
agents in Brisbane. and I found that within 
a radius of 3 or 4 miles of Brisbane areaa 
could be purchased-not such large areas a.s 
could be obtained in further out district., 
but areas sufficiently large for a workmar, 
to build a home and grow a certain amount 
towards his support. 

::.\lr. DEACO::;' (Cunningham): We all like 
to assist the Minister a little. (Laughter.) 
The proposed amendment would assist him 
and would make the Bill a much more 
liberal one than it is now. vVhy should not 
all workers come under the provisions of 
the Bill? I heard the Minister say there 
was no land available, and that you could not 
make it apply all round. The Government 
arc founding new townships every year, and 
there arc new areas being settled every year. 
The Government have several proposals now 
to found new settlements, and why should 
not the workers who go to those settlement" 
have the same benefits that are being given 
to the sugae workers? It would not hurt 
lh<' GoYernment to cut out the word 
" sugar.'' The Bill will still apply to sugar 
Y\'orkors. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: vVhat 
othee word would you put in? 

Mr. DEACO:\' : If it does no more than 
plant the idea in the Minister's mind, it 
may come to 3omething later on. The hon. 
member for :Mirani' planted the idea that 
this prO\·ision should apply to sugar workers 
~ome years ago, and it has taken some years 
before it has boene fruit. It is a good thing, 
and later on the Minister will come to the 
conclusion that all workers arc entitled to 
the same rights that the sugar workers are 
getting under this Bill. It would assist 
them a great deal. I am not talki'ng just 
for the sake of talking, because it really 
would improve the Bill. 

~fr. DuNSTAN. Which Bill? 
::\1r. DEACON: This Bill before the House. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! There is no 

Bill before the House. 
Mr DEACON: Well, the proposal to bring 

one in. (Laughter.) It would improve the 
proposal. If the Minister does not agree 
to the proposal now, I am sure that sooner 
or later, he will wish that he had. ' 

11r. BRAKD (IJurrum): I am quite sur­
pnsed at the Ministee, being a Labour 
Minister, not accepting the proposed amend­
ment. One v; ould think that, at any rate, 
hon. members opposite would be only toe> 
pleased to find some land in Queens!a'nd on 
which to ·settle our many workers. I am one 
of those who are of opinion that the time 
has arrived when the Government should 
repurchase land, if necessary, for the purpose 
of settling workers in suitable homes. Wh<Jn 
the Minister was introducing the Bill, he 
mentioned that there were something like 
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t . CEt- v;orl\r:r-s' }JOlnes in the Tiunda-
bcrg ~Ji. :\1oot of theN' are in mv own 
<'lee toratc•. <llJCl I knoy.· that thcv han; been 
Hl'Y snr .-c oful. Tlw lton. llWmbcr for 
1\li{·alli, in !llOYing th0 ·c1i•l!:tion of the ·word 
'' '-llg'{ll','' i~. in nty opiniolt, on good ground. 
\YP ~h(wld Le ;J 1J1c- tr) lJtillg all "\Vorkcrs 
UELkr dlt' meaning of tlJis ploposLd Dill. If 
thr ::'VIini t0r dm !" not like the 1vnv in 1vhieh 
the :: llH'IJC!nJt·nt i Iuovr.cL snr0iv he can 
indudl' ~unu• dr-.finition in tl1c 13;11 ;;:o that 
other.:; bt ide~ Hu.rar work0rs 1nay cot11e 
witbin the "rope cf the nJcasnrl'. ~ 

The ~E~m:T.\RY FOR PrnLTc L.D;Ds: If you 
k11mY anything a lwnt draftiw " Bill, you 
lcJO\\- that a cert1in vroccdure has to bo 
followed. 

l\Ir. BTL\XD: Till' :v1ini,t<•r <'an quite 
cat::.ilv ine!udr othrr \Yorkers bcsidcc'-' ~ugar 
wc,r1~ors in the Bill. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR Pcnuc LA:-iDS: I do 
not intend lo do so. 

c1lr. BRAXD : I know from practical 
f'Xpt•rirn{ _, that tlwrc arc 1nanv workers in 
Queensland \\-ho arc desirous~ of securing 
land "'eh as the ··ugar wmkcrs enjoy to-day, 
nn \\hi eh 1 he··~; ran run a fevv co''Ts and 
horf'05. ITon. ·nH'!nbcrs {_1ppo~iio have 1nany 
Ui)vliral1ons fn:rn nH:'n \Yho aro desirous of 
:S.C'"uring- Jand clo<;:c to their employment, on 
"hich they can clo something in their opare 
time. but now that we haYc the opportunity 
the J\lini·tPr "·ill not enlarge the ocope. of 
the Bill -'O as tu include these workers. 

?.lr. IYARREX (Jim·,·,1rnlw): I quite 
rcco'·"i'<' th0 difficulty of the• ?.linistc>r. Ho 
i-; u~t'd to the snga~ worker. and nothing 
e].;;:f', <J" far 8R I can f'CC, and he sc·cs a diffi­
cult,·. B!li I cannot :<cc anY reason whv 
oth~r worker~ bc;;:idcs Fugar ,\,orkers canno't 
be indmlcd in tfw resolLrtion. I have had 
rwrson·-d 0xp0rienrc in connection \Yith 
·wh0a t· gTO\Ylng. \V P used to .QTO\V large 
m·eaR of wheat. and >YC drpcndcd for our 
labour 11pon what \YC called the " cockv" 
type of wheat-grower-the small wheat­
f'rowcr. The,· were the 'ery best type of 
'\i orker you could get hold of. The man who 
i« prepared to make a home for himself on 
one nf thc·se areas will be a great asset to 
the State. T would like to refer the Min­
ister to the :\arnbour district. I do not say 
that ]mblic land could be Becurcd there-tho 
hon. gcntlf'rnan might have to repurchase 
lar:d-but if lOO or 200 men were living 
around that district on these homos thev 
would be a g-reat asset to the dish·id, and 
they would be there >Yhen the seasonal work 
came round. 

Mr. Dc:xST.\N: \Yhat is the use of talking 
when you cannot get the land there? 

Mr. \YARRE~: I say that it would be 
more difficult to put men in that locality, 
bul there· are new places coming into cxist­
enu· continually whore this could apply. I 
nmpathi'f:J >Yith the Minister in thi, pro­
po3-al being- f'prnng on hin1 at thC' In-cscnt 
time. but I hopo the hon gentleman will 
giY0 it ~Prion::;; con~id0ration. Sugar woTkC(.~ 
.aro not the only workers in Queensland. I 
do not say thet wheat is as big " proposition 
in Queensland as it is in the other Statee, 
hu~ there arC' cth<er industries which shoul•l 
h:-tYO 1 S n1uf'h consideration as sugar The 
M;nistC'r, \\'ho is a keen business man, will 
reco}:tnisc this, and, even thDngh ho does 110+, 

sac his wav to accept the amendment, I Feel 
sure that he will g-ive the matter consicieca­
tion. If he is able to bring in a scheme 
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\Yhicll \\ill help th0 \YorkerB in ·different 
Cl'Ili re>s of Qul'ellsla wl, he is not only going 
to 110 a lJ1Ps3i:r::g to the n1cn themselves, but 
al o to !he districts in >Yhich thev will be 
si (ua tc-{1. • 

1\fr. EDWARDS (Xunango): I hope that 
the :ilinister will sec his "ay to accept the 
nmcndrrwnt. There ure two very bio· prin­
('i11lcs involved in it, ont\ of ·whiCh Is~llPf'Cli­
traiisation-that is, getting tlw wmkers 
a\Ya'l' from thieklv settled towns on to arGas 
of their own. In' tl1cs ... cla~·s of quick transit 
it is quitr> ea -; for a worker to get btck­
\vards and forwards bchYN.'n his hon1e and 
hi. >York. ~earlv all out· rural indusiries, 
sncJ1 as the :;:.u!!'ar"' aHd cottnn industri0s, are 
sea>'unol. and the >n>rkcrs drift back to the 
citic:·' aftEJr ihe work is clone, and it is verv 
oftfln clifficnlt to get the right class of men 
fnr the same work next "V('a.r. Everv farmer 
in the Chamber will ach{rit that it \vonld be 
nn adYantago jf wo coulcl settle thPn1 in the 
districts in which the0 w<ll'k. \Ve aro just 
establishing the cotton-growing indnstr:,~, and 
the cotton-pickers in the districts where it is 
going to be a success will come and go each 
year. If you had practical men on their own 
hc,Jclings a blc to do a little bit for t.hom­
Sl'lYes in the growing of cotton who would be 
able to tako contracts wlwn that failed, you 
>n)Uld help to solYe the problem. '!'hen the 
Cotton Association is establishing ginnNics 
in countr:;7 di5trict.s. which \vill employ <t 
certain amount uf labour. and surely it 00uld 
bC' easily arranged to adopt t.he suggestion 
nf the hon. member for l\lirani and giYl' those 
>Yorkcrs homos in the districts in ·which they 
work. There is no question that many man 
vcho start on areas of that description would 
lt'..akc th0 bo,t farrrH•r:::.. ;1.fterwards. Thev 
f-('0 the bc.:::t rr10thods of gtOIYing cotton or 
whatever crop they are associated 11ilh. and, 
\-vhen they set out as farn1ers for thPmselvesr 
thee' ha>'e first-ha.nd knowledge. 1 hope the 
Minister will sec his >vay lo acr••pt the 
nmr•nd1ncnt, because by ~o doing he \vHl 
achicye a big thin.~ in the interests of the 
workt'rs and hdp to keep them out of the 
centres of population. 

l\lr. CORSER (JJurnctt): I am sure we 
muet all be interested in the amendment, 
particularly that phase of it which has been 
hrought forward b:v the hon. member for 
~anango. C:otton is going to hP cxtemi·;cly 
grown in the agricultural districts through­
out the State. and the cotton-picking will 
be " seasonal industry. I hope the Ministel" 
>Yill be able to extend the provisions of the 
Bill ·,o as to E'nable workers h take up thei1· 
permanent residence in the districts in which 
they work. I hope that at any rttte, without 
hampering himself in comwction wit.b this 
Bi 11, the :Minister will keep in view other 
industries than that which th0 Bill is 
desig-ned to cover. \Ye ars askin,: thitt it 
should be applied to all workers, wl.ich would 
include workers on our main roods. A 
roumber of them mav have been farmers, or 
thev may be tho sons of farmers who h;tve 
tak(•n uP a ne\v calling) and ~~lCh a measure 
wonld offer a splendid opportnnit:c to t1wm 
to settle down in a district and engage in 
m a in road or ]oca 1 aut.horitv work. so that 
thcv will haYe an interest an·d a stake in the 
country as the holders of small porpotnai 
leaseholds, on which they can work dHring 
the slack season. If the S"crctarv for Public 
La.nds wishes to do his hest; for the State of 
Queensland. he should sot out upon a p·eat 
policy of giving everybody an interest in " 
piece of land and owners,.hrp of his own home. 
The people in the citieo ought to help us 

Jfr. Corser.] 
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towards that object. Bv so doing. we would 
bring about a better citizenship. a keener 
interest in our State and a greater love for 
it. and thus bring into being pe0ple who will 
follow along developmental lines instead of 
'f'ngag-ing in temporary occupations and 
spending their earnings in undevelopmental 
work. 

vYe know that many of our workers through­
out the State are able to save a little money 
and are placing it in the savings bank and 
getting 3~ per cent. interest on it. How much 

more ]Jcncficial would it be to the 
[7.30 p.m.] State. and how much broader 

- would the policy be, if the Go­
vernment enabled those people to d<>velop an 
area large enough to nHtkc it a succep-:ful 
unu0rtaking- and thus give the \Yorkcrs that 
intorest which is essential to thcmseh·es and 
is best in the interests of tho State? I hope 
that country intcn•sts will be preserved. and 
that the ::\1inistcr ,,-ill make the small areas 
available. He coulrl ,ay just where ihesc 
lands arc to be opened up so ihat \VC arc not 
forcing anvthing upon him. I am not going 
to strip away any of thP g·ood features of the 
proposal that he no\v· brings forward. I admit 
that this matter applies essentially to sugar­
\Vorker~,. I am not g;oin g to argue along the 
linos o£ dairy far1ners or mixed fanners, \vho 
find it generally necessary to make provision 
on their farms for their particular work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Give me 
some particular industry in which seasonal 
workers could be employed. 

Mr. CORSER: The cotton industry. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Where 

is there an opportunity for seasonal workers 
to go on the land in connection with that 
industry? 

Mr. CORSER: The Minister will agree 
that the cotton industry is just a budding 
industry, and an industry which, in the next 
year or two, will extend out of all rea;,on 
in comparison with the present stage of the 
industry. The industry is going to extend 
more than fourfold within th€ next few years. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: \Ve are 
going to take all the cotton-growers on to the 
Burnett lands if they desire to go there. 

Mr. CORSER: The Government have pro­
vided selections for them there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Name a 
s('asonal inrlustry. 

Hon .. J. G. APPEL: Meatworkers. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:XDS: \Vhero 

are you going to get land suitable for cotton­
growing adjacent to meatworks? 

Hon. ,J. G. APPEL: There arc big areas 
around Townsville. 

:\fr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman knows 
that large areas could be made available to 
people to grow fruit-not necessarily pine­
apples-along the coast. I hope the Minister 
will view these suggestions from a construe~ 
tivc point of view, as they are in the interests 
of the workers, and remembering- that, at the 
back of our minds we have implanted our 
policy of a vote to every man as a ratepayer. 
\Vc want to make theccc workers the owners 
of a piece of the State that they are prepared 
to stand up for and induce them to put their 
savings into the land and so lea,d them to 
take an interest in local government in accor­
dance with the principles that we advocate. 

Amendment (Mr. Swayne) negatived. 
Original question put and passed. 

[Mr. Corser. 

The House resumed. 
The CH.\.IR)IAX reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READIKG. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAJ'\DS 

(Hon. \V. :'YlcCormack, Cuirns) presented the 
Bill, and mO\·ed-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
time.'' 

Question put and pac ,ed. 

The second reading of the Dill was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

JURY ACT Al'dE~DMEl\"T BILL. 
IxrTIATIOX r:-~ CmnnTTEE. 

(Jir. Dunstan, Uympie, in the chair.) 

The ATTOR);EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan. Flinrlcrs): I beg to move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend the Jur:; Actc, 1867 
to 1898. in certain particulars." 

I shall briefly explain the provisions of the 
Bill. dealing- mo>'f' full,· with it <tt the second 
reading stage. The Bill provides that the 
propel'ty qualification for jurors shall be 
entirely abolished. It also provides that all 
males between the ages of twenty-ono a,nd 
s1xty years who are enrolled upon the annual 
electoral roll shall bo liable to serve as jurors 
subject, of course, to the exemptions and dis: 
qualifications provided in the principal Act. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Is there any age qualification 
now? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes: the 
same a.s I have indicated. The Bill also pro­
vides that all females betwe€n the ages of 
twenty-one and sixty years who are enrolled 
upon the annual electoral roll and who notify 
the Principal Electoral Officer or an elec­
toral registrar of their desire to serve as 
jurors shall be liable so to serve. 

Mr. KELSO: Jurors or .iuresscs? 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Call them 

what you like. At all events, women will 
have an opportunity of serving on juries if 
they so desire. The Bill also provides for 
the abolition of special juries. 

Mr. FARRELL: Hear, hear! 

The ATTORKEY-GENERAL: In future 
there will be no special jury, nor will there 
be any common jury. The juries w·ill consist 
of qualified persons representing all classes. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Gentlemen of the jury. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: And ladies 

of the jury also. The jury will consist of 
qualified persons representing all classes. 

An OPPOSJTION ME1IBER: \Vhat will happen 
if they are locked up over night. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We can con­
sider that question when we come to it. 

Mr. KING: Will they get any refreshments 
after 8 o'clock? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Every 
party to a dispute will bf.' able to obtain a 
jury as at present. In all criminal trials 
there will be a jury of twelve, and the 
verdict to secure a conviction must be, as 
at present, unanimous. There is an import­
ant departure in ci vi! actions in the direc­
tion that the jury will consist of six instead 
of four as at present. If the six jurymen 
impanelled in a ci vi! case cal)not agree upon. 
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a Ycrdicl; aftPr six hours' deliberation, a 
live-sixths majority will be accepted: ~h.e 
n:rdict. howeYer, 1nnst be unanimous rn crv1l 
actions. for defamation. malicious prosecu­
tion. false imprisonment, breach of pronuse 
of m~rriagc, sedition, and alleged fraud .. In 
all these cases the verdict, for obvwus 
ru;wns. must be unanimous. The Sheriff 
in the hlllll'P will not give notice of the day 
and timPs "·hen the· jury is to be drawn. At 
the present time it is do no in publw. The 
jur: \vill no\\- be drawn _m the J,O~·esence of 
the Sheriff and the RcgiSi rar. 1 he names 
will not lw poclted more than one day before 
the prec<•pt. At the present tune the nam~s 
ha \"0 tu be r.osted up for three days. v'\ e 
al'f' follo\ving the precedent _of Victo~·ia, 
1,dH're jury-squaring ha been 1n .opcr.ation. 
I ,,m glad to say that jut·y-sqt~anng ts not 
.in OIJl'l'atiou here, but preYent1on 1s be1ter 
thun cure'. 

Anotlwr important provision which will be 
appreciated by the community is that the 
Sheriff rnfl v ('X:ClbC Jurors: Instead of mak1ng 
them come br-forc 1he court as at present. 
Although the Shcritl' has a rig·ht to excuse 
jurors, l1l' rnn~t produce in open court or to 
th1: jutlgc all rrpplications for exemption, the 
rr·ason submitted for leave of abeence, and 
his reasons for granti11g leave of absence, 
so that the interests of all concerned will be 
sftfeguarded. 

Mr. Knw: The names of the iurors who 
are exccused will not go into the box at all'! 

The ATTOR:\"EY-GE:\"ERAL: :\"o. 
Females \vi!l be exempted fot' medical 
rPasons. The'' will be also exempted be<>ause 
of the nature of the evidence or nature of 
the issue to be tried. That is following the 
preccdcni in England, where the .Jury Act 
tnakes 1t obligatory for '"on1en to serve as 
jurors. 

Mr. T.nLOR: At their own request. 

The ATTOR:\"EY-GE::-.lERAL: It also 
provides that the Governor in Council, with 
-th<: concurrence of two judges, will be able 
to 1r,ake the necessary R.ul 's o+ Court to gtve 
dfect to the Bill. 

::Yh. KrxG: \Yill all the jurors be locked up 
together? 

The ATTOll:\"EY-GE:\'EU~\L: \Ve will 
~t·t to close quarters ,vlwn we reach the 
Ccmrniitee stage of the Biil and aJT>tDge all 
tho;e d<!tai!s Briefly, thns1, are the main 
outlines of the Dill, which consists ·of ouiy 
ftve clauses. but on the secoud reading l 
hope to go fully into the matte1· and give the 
reasons which have actuated the Government 
in introducing this legal reform. 

i\-lr. i\LIXWELL: V\'hat about thE' fees? 
'I'he ATTOR~EY-GE"\ERAL: The ques­

tion of fceo \vill be se! tied by Rules of Court. 
Mr. VOWLES (Dai!Jy): For a long while 

we have ht•ard of tho necessity for jury 
reform. The re£orm \Ye arc getting here is 
not the rneasmc of reform that the public 
have been looking for-not oven the jurors. 
From time to time representations have been 
made to the judges with respect to the 
subject of fees, and one of the first matters 
that should have been attended to was that 
queo,tion. It is a bad state of affairs when 
men can be forced to leavf' their ordinary 
business at a loss to themselves. .Jurors 
are constantly complaining, and, as the 
Minister and those associated with him 
claim that they represent the working class. 
and as the common jurors are principally 

drawn from that class, one would have 
thought that attention would have been paid 
to them. 

The ATTOR~EY·GEXERAL: Fet''l are not a 
matter that can be specified in the Bill. It 
is much better to leave the question of fees 
elaEtic and have them decided bv Hulcs of 
~mL -

J\Ir. v~OWLES: I quite agree with that. 
Jurors have bc~:!l complaining about the fees, 
and new Rules of Conrt ha vc not been 
brought into cxisicncf'. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXER.H.: \Ye increased the 
jure· foes last year. 

J\Ir. VOWLES: Yes, hut they are sti!l 
tdtogether inadequate. 

!.\lr. Krxc: Do the judges fix jurors' fee,? 
'l'he .\TTORNEY·liENERAL: The Governor in 

Council will do it "·ith the concurrence o£ 
any hvo judgc:5. 

1\Ir. VOV\"LES: In the country districts 
where jurors have to travel long distances, 
the,; got paid the minimum fees, and they 
consequentl:r con1e into the towns yerJ 
g-rudgingly in order to give their services to 
th Cr.own. Tlw reason is that they are out 
of pockt·t in doing so. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: That is the reason 
fo•· increasing the number of jurors so that 
they will not be called upon to come in so 
frequently. 

.1\Ir. VO'WLES: A certain amount is set 
aside for jnrot"s' fees and expenses, and the 
rates arc worked out on that basis. 

The ATTORxEY -G E:-iERAL : IV e are prepared 
to consider the fees sympathetically. 

l\Ir. VOWLES: You should have con­
sidered them sympathetically in the past. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: Are yo'cl con­
demning the Bill? What sum would you 
state in the Bill? You know you could 
not sta tc any sum. 

l\lr. VOW.LES: A workman may be 
receiving £1 a day under an award, and 
why should he have to leave his work in 
order to receive 10s. a day as a juryman? 
In some cases, when he has to travel by 
motor car in order to reach the court, he is 
allowed travelling expenses at the rate of 
6J. a mile. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: 'fhe Government 
have increased the jurors' foPs on three 
occasions since they have been in power, and 
before that they remained the same for fift}' 
years. 

Mr. VOIYLES: The fees have not been 
increased )Jroportionatcly to the actual 
~mount that. jurors have been out of pocket. 
If the country has to be served by jurors, 
then they should be paid such an amount as 
they receive at their ordinary work and 
out-of-pocket travelling expenses. No one 
should bo out of pocket through being called 
npon to sene on a jury. The Bill proposes 
to abolish special jurors. We are to have 
common jurors in future in both criminal 
and ci,·il cases. There i:< not much objection 
to that. 

Mr. Krxa: 
remains. 

The right of challenge still 

Mr. VOWLES: Of course it does. The 
reason for having special jurors is in order 
to secure the services of a certain class of 
men who are to some extent experts in con­
nection with the nature of the suit coming 
before them. 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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The _\TTORXEY-GEXERAL · l.,..ou do not as a 
rule gc·t thnt cla~s of Inan on a jury ·when 
hP ~Lonld b-.' Oil it. 

J\Tr. YOVi~LES: I ha Ye had a great deal 
to do with juror>. anrl in the countrv I find 
you _an get ·a practical :';et of jnrors ill almo::.t 
cYery ca . .;;t• that has to be~ dealt 'vith. 

:\Ir. CoxHOY: c-:o. you cannot. 

Ml'. YO\\'LES: I am sorr\· for Honm. 
know that, ~o far a~ Dalby is' cCluccrned, you 
c.tn gci Jn·actical llH'll. \-.-L'"ry often the~- are 
IookL'"tl upon in 111L' light of experts. a11d haYe 
a better kno\cled(!e -of the practil'al things 
than the judge him.·elf. 

At 7.50 p.m., 
The C.'II.\!R}L\o-; (:\lr. Kinnn, Tlric<l• 111) 

took the chair. 
2\'Ir. YO\YLES: T ltaYe knmyn ca,es \\'her0 

they hccYo disagreed with the judge's direc­
tion in practical matters. and I consider that 
they ha re a IJCrft·ct right to do so. 

\Ye arc to have the innovation of female' 
on the jury. This will mc•a.n that in criminal 
ca~cs 1ncn and won1en \Yill be locked up 
together all night. (Laughter.) 

Mr. ~IOORE: It might make it more 
popular. 

-:\ir. YO\YLES: A sugge>tion has been 
put forward that sitting on juries ,,-ill become 
much more popular. \Yith regard to majority 
votes, I take it that 'vill not apply to 
criminal ca:,cs, but only to civil cases. 

The c\TTORKEY-GEo-;ER'•L: Yes-fiYe-sixths­
the san1c as in \7"ictDria and South ~-\.nstra.lia. 

!vir. VO\YLl'.S: I do not know YYhv we 
shoul(1 inrrcase the jury in eiyil actiol1s to 
six. If \YC arc g')lng to hayc a n1ajority, 
whv 1~ot ha Ye Ii YC n1cn1ber:::; and FO n1ake it 

, po;siblP to secure an absolute 1na,iority; 
\Yhy go to the unnecos~ary expcuso of h;wing 
six rncn \Yhca four have been sufiicient in the 
past? \Ye realise that the c·ost of juries is 
high, yet it is proposed to increase the llUlll­

bcr anJ still ha ,-e a11 eyeu nutnbcr-six. 
The ATTORKEY-GEXER.IL: \Ye haYC' an c•qu.al 

number now, but we haye not had rrwjority 
verdict~. 

Mr. VO\YLES: You should ha Ye an ocld 
nun1bcr, so "\vhy not ha-..-c five? I do not 
s0e the necessity of asking a YC'rdict uf five 
out of six. I cannot unde·rstand \Vhv in any 
particular class of litigation there should b;, 
a distinction with regard to majority vPr­
dicts. \Yhat is the difference between 
defamation, breach of promise. and false 
imprisonment·: I should like the :\linistor 
to giYe us his reasons for these outstanding 
cases. 

The ATTORNEY -GEXER \L: Y on should 
realise that where a man's character is 
jnvolved it. is essentia.l to hase a unanimous 
majority. (Laughter.) 

Mr. VO\VLES: Is the man's character 
coming into que' tion in a breach of promise 
ca.se? The lady's character might. The 
question of the jury is one of the matters 
that the legal profession do not »·orry a bout 
at all. \Vc simply see the list drawn and 
nobody Y\'orric' a bout it. 

Mr. CoxROY: Don't vou use any influence? 
(Laughter.) • 

Mr. '\'0\VLES: I am 'orry to learn of 
the state of affairs that is going on in Roma. 
I quite agree that it is a fair thing that the 
Registrar should ha ye a right to accept 
requests in certain ca.ses, but what is thP 
good of the Registrar accepting reasonable 

[Mr. VowleR. 

Pxcuspq if those excuses ha.Yc to be finally 
brought before the judge? 

Tlw ATTOR~EY-GEKETIAL: It is onh· a safe~ 
guard to prcyent \vrong practices. ~ 

i\Jr. YO\YLES: I tnko it that t.he man 
does not a~k to be cx:cused if he has not a. 
.noel reason. It has alwavs been the custom 

in 1he pa.--t for the ju~1ge to deal \Yi1h 
exemptions. 

The ATIOHXEY-CEXEP.AL: You kno-..-..: what 
inconYen!cnco that svstcrll has caused. A 
rnnn hr1'< hnd to con1C' ~frcnn his placP 20 n1ilP~ 
01H HL,l a.sk for lenYc 'Jf (~X:elnption. 

:\h. VOIYLES: I han' ncYcr fOLmd that. in 
rny ('Xprricnr~'. I found the jndgc:" quite 
re-a '30llfl blt-. \Yhcrc a n1an ha.: ,sent in a. 
rnPssag0 by ·wire o1· tdcphonc, pleading· the 
tll'f!'C'llC'.'i- of l1is need for exemption, the judge 
ln1~ pnt thar n1a.u's nan1e a~idc. li:ts the 
nwn to eOJll(_' in to tht> H.P!.!.·!:--trar and then 
\Htit umil tbc Hcgislt" r deals with him. ancl 
finally stand by for the judge's verdict? 

T,he .-\TTORXEY-UE:-<ERAL: You misnncier­
s:.tnd the position. The sheriff has the right 
to grant IeaYe. bnt, a-s a safeguard a.gainst 
ttbufe. he n1ust subn1it applications to tllf' 
cunrt. 

:\lr. YOWLES: Exactlv, he submits them 
t<J the a.pproval of the Ju.dg-e: but snp]JOsing 
tht' judge tnrns them down, what is t.hc posi­
tion of the juror? 

The AriOR:\EY-GEXER\L: The ju,]g-c cannot 
do that. The application has been g-ranted. 
Ii e ean t nrn rlmYn 1 he sheriff if he has not 
done the rig-ht thing. 

'\1r. YUWLES: If the sheriff has not done 
the right thing. how is the juror goi_ug to 
get on·: }{_e ha~ n1aclc hi::; applicrd ion bona 
lirlc-. and he under.,lands that lw ha, been 
gTantt~d an cxcn1pticn. but subsequent(-~· the 
applir:J.tion has to be put br-fcn·c tho .indge. 

The A'I"roRxEY-(iEXERAL: If the ,_lwrift i, 
found gui1t:: of cl(!allng '-rith thC'3\~ nppljca~ 
tiotts in a 1.; ron;.r "\Ya~~. "\Yt~ will not interfcre­
YYith the juror Lnt with the shcritf. 

~lr. DrxsTA)J: This i~ not the S('C-<JJHl rca.d­
ing. \_-ou ·will haYe tu say that again at the 
scconll rending. 

:\lr. YO\YLES: I should like to hear th<> 
Attornry-Gcncral's Yic"\vs on the matter even 
at this etag-c. I did not know the hon. 
member for Gym pie was out of the c.hair; 
po~sihly if he had lwon there he W?uld haYe 
called me to order. \Yhcn we get mto Com­
mittee I shall have a. little more to say. 

:\Ir. KI:\'G (Logan): \Ve have been look­
ing fon.ynrd to an an1endn1ent of the Jury 
Acts for some considerable time, hut I think 
that the matter that affects the jurymen 
more than anything else is the question of 
f,'es. which has been raised by the hon. 
member for Dalb,-. \Vo know that there has 
been a. tremcndo'ue lot of dissatisfaction in 
connection with the foes th>tt have be< n paid. 
Jurvmen have lost time and monev in attend­
mg ·to !he demands of the Crmvt! in son-ing 
their country, and I certainly agree with the 
hem. member for Dalbv that a man should 
not be penalised for nt.tending tho jury on 
behalf of his conntrv. At the same time I 
recDgnise that it is a ,-cry difficult thing to 
set out classified fees in an Act of Parlia­
ment. I f<'el quite confident that t.lw judges, 
\vhen tlwy are n1aking th0ir rP.r;ommcnda­
tirm, will take intn comideration all th0 
difficultic3 that have b0cn incurred in fhe 
past and will recommend a scak of fef's ihat 
will meet with genera.] satisfaction Taking 
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the Bill all through, I must confe,,~ that I 
.do not sec a>1ything objectionable in it. 

Hon, J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 

l\.Ir. IG::\G: At the same time I am look­
ing forward to t,he Attornev-Gencral's rea­
s~ms. for_ i_ncrcasing the jur}· fron1 four to 
iilX 1n ctYll cases. I cannot see the reason 
for it. Four men have proved quite wtficient 
prevwusly. r know that the object of the 

"'Government in bringing in tho ·amendm0nt 
is to reduce the cost of lii igation as much as 
possib}('. rrhat has lJCCll thcit· E'llc1NtYOlll' in 
~he pa,t. but I cannot see that this amend­
rnent is an_v way going to tend in that dirc~c­
t ion. Re~ther it is going to increase t.hc 

,cost. If the case runs on fnr three weeks--
Mr. FARREI.L: Three days are enough. 

),[r. KI::\G: I notice that tlw hon. mem­
ber for Rockhumpton r'viJPntlv knows sonH~­
thing about co,t.;. \Vlwn the.""'''' lasts for 
a lengthJ; pC'riod it !s going to cost the un~nc­
ceosful IJogani qmte a lot of money for 
which lw ><·ill not thank the Govemm~1;t. I 
ask the Government to follow their proviom 
pohcy and keep the costs as low as pos,iblc. 

Hon. F. 1'. Bm::.:;-;"\:\: \Yhat aboUI a single 
set of fc0s? 

Mr. KI:'\U: Fur all courts? Ycm musi 
bC:'ar in 1nind that ('Onnsel -1rc in n djffirult 
p~1Slt1on. Any f(~C paid io counsel arc simply 
gtYE'n a.s an honorariun1. 

.:\Ir. FAlU{ELL · The ho11oraria <11'~' pn'tlv 
big. . 

Mr. Kl:'\G: \Ye know thai conn<;c"l has the 
rigltt to l"L'fU:-.{' to ~tccc'pt a briL'f unle·<:; a fco 

H("('O!llJ)attic~ it. lfo\YcYcr, I mn 
t8 p.nl.] lllUCh COllt'l'l'llCd about 

thcm-clve-. \\'lwt 
palticuLtr:y i.3 the 
(.Ht1inary cit;b_'n. 

a~ tht'\" can look after 
I n1n · cmlccrncd about 

C'Ost of litig·atioa to the 

:\h. CunEH: The 
IJCthing <.;Oln_:J~! n·cl to 

fv0· of iht' jury 
tlt,~ L'"'" of ClJLH!f:;C'l. 

Mr. KE\G: You take hn1 oxtra on a 
jury at increa-:.cd fco:'i in a ea-(' f'XtC>nding 
on:r thrt'P week"·. and ·CC what it is going 
1o co·t. These arc' matte1 "·hich I fcel quite 
eun"' the judp;t''' \Yill take into rnnsidf ration 
\~-h('ll tltP.\ Hl'C l'.'COTillllC11CljllQ' inCJ'f'fl'3Pd fpef'. 

So for as I can ~<'Pat ihP vr~~spnt limP. thc'n' 
no .iu.:,tlficatlon for an i11creasc in 1ht' nuln­

of jurynH'll. aud I ::-hall he: YPl'\' plen~Pd to 
"hat the• .-\ttonwv G:!neral' mav have 

to say on the Jnattce 011 ... the sPcond re'ading. 

There i' an oflH'r m a rter i hat the . \ ttorncy. 
q.cncr~J 1 hai3 clt:al~ wiib-that i:::, in conne'c 
tlt)ll \\ Jt,J \Yomen Jnrors 1 do not kno\v ho\V 
thi.;:. 1" going to 0prrat0. Tn a caBe ·where 
-tlH1 jury .i~ _locked np all night. if tlwre an• 
"·ome11 "ltlll!( o_u the jury. I f,,.) perfectly 
ccrtam that thc"r minds will not l>e on thu 
c 'SI"'. Laughter.) 

:'llr. \Y. COOPER: \Yl11tt do vou suggest 
thf•ir ntinds will bP on? 

Mr. 1\:.I::\G: I tu11 not o·ninn· to sucrrrc~t 
wll\lt tht'ir minti.:-; will lw 0~1. TherP a~;; to 
be jnry worncn to look after the interests of 
litigant'. ;end, flil joking on ono 6idc, I do 
not.t~lll!k It ts go1ng io tencl to obtain a just 
<.1C'{'!"~l0Il. 

The ATTOH:\EY-GE;o;EnAL: The women want 
it, 

Mr. IO:\:G: Thev are always after some­
thing ne\Y. ProviSion is alsO made for a 
majority verdict in certain civil cases and 
in certain civil cases the verdict mu~t be 
'"'!lanimous. The Attorne0 -General just now 

ruade Uf:l0 of the exprcs.sion " a unanin1ous 
majmit,·." \Vhat it means I do not exactly 
know. I think it was one of his Irishisms. 
(Laughter.) 

TI!P ATTOR:\EY-GE:\ERAL: \'\hat do vou sug· 
gpsi· I said? ~ 

1\Ir. KI:\'G : You made reference to a 
"unanin1ous Jnajority." 

The ATTOR:\EY-GE:\ERAL: ::\o: a unanimous 
ycrdict. 

Mr. KI::\G : I thoug·ht it was one of the 
hon. gc•ntlc,man's jokes. I do not see why 
there ehoulcl be a diffc•rt>ntiation by requiring 
a uwjorit:v.,. verdict in civil cases in &arne 
instanr .. _'s and a unanimous Yerdict in others. 
I belieYc in majority yerdicts. It is a shock­
jng ihing to Ef'f? litigants having to go to 
tlw ex.pt•n;-;e of a C'nstly legal artion, and 
tltc'n nt the end of the trial to find that the 
jur)· di:;ngTCC'. and the judge~ ordors a new 
trial. I am Ycry g'lad indeecl that this Bill 
will put an end to that sort of thing. because 
it C'Prtainh needs rc>mC'dying. In crin1inal 
cn>c'' I certain!·,· think that the \erdict 
:'houlcl be unan{'n1ous, aud, of course, the 
pri:-:orlC'l' uJu:-::t alwny':'· gPt thC' brncilt of any 
donlJt. T qnih' ngTC'f' \Yith that. 

The pro,-ision giving power io the sheriff 
to grunt e-xr1nption to juror~ is a Yer.,, -wiso 
ouP, and I quitP agrt•c with it. \Yhen 

cn1nc to court and face the judge, 
the jury i'3 being selected, there is a lot 

of t inH' ~o~t in li~tcning to e-xcn~es and a{}pli­
('ationi'. for ('Xl'l1lpi io11. I a1n quite proparC'd 

lt'ilYE' 1ltl' qur.::tion of exemption in tho 
of tlw ~lH:-riff or thP registrar, and he 

can. of cour:-:0_. rnnkt: hi.;: report to the judge. 
\\'P kncny that co-.t:-; o·ct YC'n~ heavv a~ soon 
a:-: 1he partie~ at)])l~a"r llefor~e the ~judge in 
court. and an~Y time snYccl in -doinb a\Yay 
-,•.-ith an~, unlH'l'C'S';;.~Jry pro-cedure is a 1nove in 
th,, ri~·ht c1irc'C'lion. I !cJok forward Y;ith a 

deal of intc•re't to "''~ing the Dill, and 
"ill do ,,,.,,nthi;,g I po-sihly can to belp 

to lll<l kr t.hc Bill a good Jnea~nl'C', and a 
llH':CJ:--:Jrc' thnt \Yill not only l1c sati:;:fnt torv to 
nil conr·rrnrrl. but one 'that \Yill help" to 
rcduf \~ the prt'~cnt hca\ .\' ('O:;;C~ of litig;ation. 
Qne~tion lJUt nnrl pasi"C'c.l. 

Tl1e T-1nusP n e:,nllJNl. 

The C1u T!UL\:\ n'J ,orted i hd i he ('>)mmittec 
had eo1110 to a. n'.-.;ollltion. 

Tht' n;~olutiun \Yas agrPcJ to. 

FIRST H. EA 11J:\G. 

The .-\TTOR::\EY-GE:'\EHAL (Hon. J. 
=~Iullan, Flinrlrn<) presented the Bill, and 
moved--

,, That t!Je Bill be JCow tea1l a first 
i ill! C.'' 

QtLC'_.1 ion put n1Hl pas:->rd. 
Th0 se('onc1 rcadin~ wai 1nadc.• an OrJcr of 

the Day for to-nwrl'O\-Y. 

ST.\LLIO::\S HEGISTRc\TIO::\ DILL. 
CmDrrTTEE. 

(Jfr. lti!'ll' tn. nrishunr. in th· chair.) 
Clauec' 1-" Sh0rt titlr "-put and passed. 
C'lau"~' 2-u lnft'I'}Jl'f'fation "---

Thr' SECRET~\RY FOH AGRICDLT1'RE 
(Hon. W. X. Gillies. Each a m): There have 
been some an:c:Jctmer.ts circulated by the hon. 
member for :Ylurilla. who is absent from the 
Chamber, the first of which is the proposed 
insertion. after the word ';horse" on line 14, 
of the words "or donkey." I am agreeable 
to accept that amendment. 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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1.\Ir. SWAY:'\E (JlirJni): On behalf of the 
hon. 111L'1nbee fo1 ~lnrilla, I ll10YC the inscr~ 
tion. nfter the word "horse'' on line 14. of 
the \.Yords "Ol' donkey." It is the opinion 
of no_any who ar0 concPrncd in agriculture 
that JnUlt1 s Ul'P O\~cn bt'tter for draught pur­
poses in certain clin1atPS lhan horses. I nia'­
~a:. that in 1ho cotton and ::ugar districts of 
the Unltcd States of \n1crica the grcal01· part 
of the \VOl'k i~ rwrfonncd by rnuh~:::.. I haYC a 
report prc l'llted to the }j ..... ederal GoYPl'IliTlE'llt 

· 1q16 oxtcOJ,;i,·ely the 
-..you1cl accrue fron1 uso 

of rnule;:;. CPrtain parts of ~\ustrulia. 
plPcv::ed thnt the '}Iinistr:r i- ucc0pting 
an1endmcut. 

~lr. COSTELLO (('c;rnarron): I \\·ould like 
to iutpl'<'~S on tbe l\1inistrr the adYi·.abilit v 
of into Queensland a! least ono or 

for brePding 1nulcs. 
be useful for the 

I haYe had a long cxperi~ 
with tho son-ice of mules, 

and I am :·a.tisfircl that mules will do well in 
this climate'. Light draught mu10.; will pull 
as mueh a~ horses twice their size and Jiyo 
on half that horses will live 011. I am with 
1 ho Go-..-crnn:C"nt in their yentnro to itnproyo 
the brood of hot''cs. but I think thev should 
aho gin) an oppo;:tunit~ for tl1e breeding 
of n1uh~s iu Qncpus1and. 1 vYou1d sngge·"t 
that the Dcp:utmont of Agrieultnro give tho 
n1attcr a. trial. I haYe plca~urc in supporting 
the amendment. 

J\Ir. \YARTIEN (JluJ·ntnJba): I am pleased 
that the :VIiuister is prepared to accept the 
amendment. 1'\o ono could sec the clraught 
n1ules l1sod jn cm1nection J.Yith war work 
>cithout bein;r much struck with them. I 
have seen mule,1 working in dry districts in 
~ew South \\'ales. In my opimon, the mule 
1s far before the horse for draught 1York. 
1'\o doilbt there is a lot in the breed of the 
mule. The mules used in the war b\ the 
Imperial forc0s were broug-ht from Spain, 
and they 1c0rc good draug·ht auimals. The 
suggcstion of the hon. member for C:trnanon 
1s that we should breed a g·ood class of mule. 
I do not think that is a matter for private 
enterprise. If the Department of Jcgricul­
ture 1\'Cre to strotch out a little fudher than 
it has ,done and assist in the bre0ding of 
mules. the matte;· would be taken up nncl it 
1vot!ld have a Ll"eful effect. Not only arc 
mules g·ood for pulling-. but thev arc good 
for carrying. The;~- arc the most powerful 
animals of their weight for draught purposes 
that we have. The ::\Iinistor is to be cam­
mended for accephnl!' the amendment, and I 
hope that be will clo something in regard 
to the 'cuggostion of the hon. member for 
CnrnarYon. 

Amenclme11t (Jir. Swayne) agreed to. 

?.Ir. DEACON (Cunninqlwm): I move the 
insertion, after line 15, of the words-

" 'Thoroughbred mare' and 'thorough­
bred stallion' mean respectivelv a marc 
or a stallion cntere<l in any prescribed 
stud-book or in the rPgi .. tor kept hv the 
a"oriatio11 known a" the Queensland Turf 
Club." 

Tlw rldinition follows on the li'nes of tho 
Victorian ~\et. and it 1s very necessary to 
imert the definition. 

The ST<;CRETARY FOR AGRIC17LTURE 
(Hon. W N. Gillies, Facham): The hon. 
mcmber said there arc good reasons why the 
amendment should be accepted; but this Bill 
does not propose to deal with mares at all. 

[Mr. Stt'G!J1le. 

It is oimply a Bill dealing >Yith stalliol15. 
I ra11not nC'ccpt the a.Incndn1cnt, as it is 
foi'C'ign to the Bill. 

::\Ir. ::i\'1 AY:'\E (Jiil'ltni): In supporting 
thl' amcnd:uent, I \Yould point out that thcre 
arc yory gocd 1·ca"'Oll~ for its accepta11Ce. lt 
;:-;imply etKleaYOUl'~ to d0fJnE: \rhat is a 
thoroughbre(l. Anyo11e \Yho has J.Yorkccl 
<-Unong:-.t ho1·sc:-- knO\\-s lw·w oft(:>ll an utte1npt 
j;:; rnade to 11a~...; horst?::; oH' a:-1 thoroughbr _d_* 
1vhich are llot thoroughbreds. 'This i- an 
1tnpo1·tant quc:'Jt!on. llaYing some kllowlcdgP 
of the ~ub.ic·ct, I ~.ly that our ~adJle-hor::-c 

iu Au::;tralia <_h•pend on the thorough­
-.-:: 1ho fountdin-hcad. There is no breed 

horse !hat ,,-,, have had lJ,.ought into tho 
conntr.. which gin.!s such good sacldlc-hor~c;:: 
<-l~ the thoroughlJrcd. ~lany of our young n1cn 
rd1o -er-red in the Light 1--for~c regirnent;; in 
Palestine haYi! t-old 1ne that none o£ the 
hor ··e.s "\Yhjcll cam0 fron1 South Arnerica and 
Eul'opcan eountrit'S could b0at the .... t\..ustralian 
hor e, and ltc depends upon the thorough­
bred fot' hi being. It is neccsary that some 
fixed clofimtion should bo hid down now. 
'y c nn~ dealing "\Yith a rncasurc which it is 
ho]wcl >Yill do a good deal to raise tho stan­
dard of 1fw Quocn,land horse, and while we 
arc at it we should do ihe work well. 
'>.!thoug-h l kno,,: that horses, even in Queens­
land, a-rc falling out of general use owing 
to the u·c of motor cars and other auto­
motive vehicles, otill in a country of wide 
,paces like Qucnnslancl horses will always be 
JH'ressarv. If eYcr a \Var should arise like 
tltc Sot;th African \\' ar. for instance, in 
v:hich mounted infantry >vill be noeclod for 
the defence of the country, the mounted 
men to be d!icicut must be well hor'c,ed, and, 
without the thoroughbred, that will not be 
the case. \\'e have our roadstcrs and hack­
nevs and otlwr sorts of horses from the old 
coctntn-. I know 1Yhat it is to run wild 
hor:o;cs," and kno\V that \Yhere endurance is 
de si reel thcrc i,; no horse to compare with 
the l horou ·hbrcd. N mv is the time to deal 
with the ;dwlc question and lay clown a 
definition of what is n thoroughbred. 

Mr. DEACOX (C11nninqlunn): The 
primary ohjcet in moYing: the arnendn1ent is 
to prm-icle for the breeclmg of blood stock. 
\1.' c all know ;-eJ·v well that blood hors cc 
have bnen imported into this country at 
diffNent times. and tbeir stock are the best 
we have. It is necc"·Sary to jnclude n1ares 
also. because la tcr on \.VC propose to n1oye 
the insrrtion of a now clause~ 

"Xot\Yithstancling anything in this Act 
containc'd. it shall not be necessary ,for 
the owner of anv thoroughbred stallwn 
to apply for rog;slra!ion of such stallion 
under this Act: l'roYicled tbat any such 
stallion shall not be used for stud pur­
poses except in regard to thoroughbred 
1narcs, and if the•. arc u~ed for stud 
purposes for other than thoroughbred 
mnrcs tltev shall be deem eel to bo 
unrpgi~tcred stallions."' 

'The only point in introducing mares i~ to 
limit the use of the thoroughbred stalhons 
which need not applv for registration to use 
with thoroughbr0d mares onl:;--cut out the 
oth0rs altogether ~o far as the: .. ~ are con­
cerned. I should like to point out tlmt there 
are anv number of good stallions which .ue 
thoroug·hbreds with natural defects which 
do not affect their stock. Take the 
'"roa.rer.~' Son1o vf the greai·cst horses in 
the >vorld have been '· roarers." but their 
stock have been free from the defect. Tak0 
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one horse I know as a racer in Australia­
Mountain King. I-Ie \Vas a " roarer" as a 
colt and would be condemned under this Bill 
yet _he is one of the leading sires in Aus~ 
traha to-day. In England another great 
horse, Orrnonde, 1vas a "roa-rer." I-Ie \vas 
exj:)Orted to Argentina. Several great horses 
which have been "roarers" have been im­
portf<d to this country, but their stock have 
not been "'roarers)" and the anH:nd1nent is. 
designed partly to protect such horses, pm· 
v1ded they are thoroughbreds and prm·iclcd 
they serve only thoroughbred mares. I hone 
the Minister will reconsider his decision. ' 

Mr. WARREN (,lfurrumba): I am sorry 
that the Minister has not accepted the amend­
ment. It is a well-known fact that it is 
much better for the horsebreeder to go in 
for thm:oughbred stock. Take any show day 
and thmk what an absolute picture the 
thoroughbreds make. Not only arc they 
beautiful, but they arc also horses of a fine 
tvpe. \Ve in Australia are able to breed 
the fine;'t horses in the world, and thorough­
breds, If bred properly, a,re worth at least 
100 guineas. It is a vcrv stran(re conl­
mentary on the breeders of 'horses that thcv 
are. going out of the breeding of the type fo'r 
whiCh we stand and for which the countrv 
should stand, and which will stand to the 
country. :Many years ago there were twcntv 
breeders of this type of horse in QueemlancL 
but now we sec some of them with ,. brumbv" 
stallions breeding horses worth £2 and £3 
instead of animals worth 100 guineas on the 
Indian .market. IV e arc breeding horses to­
day whJCh are a drug on the market. If we 
bred a few thoroughbred horses instead of a 
lot of mongrels, we would be able to dispo•e 
of them every time. Draught horses are a 
drug on the market-I was speaking the 
other day to one breeder who has 400 on his 
hands~but nothing of the kind exists with 
thoroughbred horses. A thoroughbred horse 
of. the pohce-horsc type will command a 
price anywhere, and I think the hon. member 
for Cunningham is to be commanded for the 
intNest he is taking in the hreedin IT of stock 
and I think that the Minister sl7oulcl see!~ 
some w_ay of overcoming the difficulty. No 
~oubt I.t does present a difliculty, because 
m frammg t.he Bill he looked at the question 
from quite a different point of view~and 
probably his point of view was quite right­
b~t. if he looks at _it in a far larger way, he 
will see .the. necessit_Y of. enlarging the scope 
of. the Bill IJ_I the directiOn required. Some­
thmg was sa1d on another Bill this afternoon 
about the necessity for starting right. \Yith 
a stud or a. herd nothing is so much needed 
as a good foundation. Every horsehreeder 
knows that without a good foundation he will 
never breed good horses whether thev be 
thoroughbreds or draught~ or ponies. · 
, Mr. SW.~~NE.' (.llirani): I was hoping 

tnat the Mimster would accept the amend­
ment. If he ca;mot do so, I trust that, at 
an.v rate, he will seek to meet us on this 
point. I have already pointed out tho 
ii:oportanco of this que,tion from the point of 
view of home purposes. including defence, 
but there IS another feature which we have 
to hear in mind-that of Indian remounts. 
The In~ian Ar.my has been obtaining a large 
proportiOn of Its horse' from Australia, and 
\VC know that that trade has been verv 
profitable to the Australian horsebreeder 
and has brought n great deal of money into 
the CommoBwealtl!·. It is recognised that, 
after keen compottl!On, Queensland and the 
Northern Territory stand out as the two 

grC'at sources from which the India,n Arn1y 
will have to draw its supplies in the future. 

As has already been pointed out, the 
thorong-hbred is the foundation for the produc­
tion or our saddl€-horses. There is no other 

foundation for the production of 
[8.30 p.m.] our saddle-horses. Let me show 

how that matter hns been recog­
nised in the other States. "Thu LNtder." 
of 27th J\lay, 1916, stated in connection \Yith 
this rnattcr-

" It is one that must be emphasised, 
since it directs attention to the grave 
dang-er of an in1portant 1ndustr:v becoming· 
formle• s. ·what are points of a typical 
.\usnalia11-brcd light horse? The hackney 
of the Rosador type, illustrated on this 
page, is represented in Australia, but it 
IS u~ccl indisrrin1inatclv bv breeders. The 
drain on our light hors8 suppiie'', due 
chief!,· to the demands made by the 
Defence Department, is depleting the 
Conln10il\YC<-dth, and no provision is being 
made for the future ... 

The article continues-
•' In Australia, as we have indicated, the 
tendrmc:v to place light-horse breeding in 
a subordinate position is becoming too 
pronounc~d. In Victoria, with the ad­
vance of closer settlement, light horses 
of the class used on the old-time sheep 
slat ions arc less in request. :'\ eycrtheleso:, 
_Australia i~ an ideal horse-breeding coun­
try, and while the industry under notice 
ma.\ not bo adapted to farming conditions,. 
there is no reason why small landholders 
should not have the opportunity to mate 
good sires to good n1ares, even if for the 
purpose of breeding only one or tWO foals 
in a season.'' 

The mticle, in referring to 11r. \Varburton 
as an authority, states-

,, He asserted that the deterioration in 
our light horses is due to breeding with 
roadsters and mongrels, and added : 
' There are onlv three classes of horses 
in Australia u),ou "·hich breeders can 
dqwncl for sc1f rewlt'. the thoroug-hbTed, 
the Welsh pony, tmd the established breeds 
of draught stock. If you go outside these 
hre<'ds you get mongrels. In New South 
Wales the introduction of roadsters played 
havoc with the legitimate breeding of 
light horses. These roadsters are attrac­
tive animals a'Jd look well in the show 
ring-, but-and this is the important point 
-they do not reproduce themselves.' " 

The •· Ll•ad .. •r ,. states that the London 
" Field " points out~ 

"\Y~· have l-oo ohs''l'YPLl. not onlv in 
thn particular didrict to which \YC have 
rcft'lTPd, hut in other~. a distinct itnprove­
ment in quality which, in a great degree, 
must be clue to the farm breeder having 
been able to mate his half-bred mares 
with sound thoroughbred of wme 
repute." 

I cannot see whv the Mini ·ter should refuse 
to accept the a;nendment, which must com­
mend itself to everv practical man. I under­
stood the :Minister. to sav that the Bill was 
only introduced to improve the breed of 
draught horses. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: I did not 
say that. 

Mr. SW A YKE: \Yhen the Bill was first 
introduced hon. members were given to under-

Jlr. Swayne.] 
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stan-d that it would apply to horoe-bre<'ding 
·generally. I urged previous Governments to 
bring- in a Bill of this kind. I asked the late 
Hon. J. T. Bell to take up the matter. Now 
that there is a Bill before us we should make 
it clear in every detail and make it efficient 
in every respect. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGGLTURE 
.(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): The whole 
.administration of the Bill will be placed in 
the hands of a Board. It is impossible to 
include the principles of the Victorian Act in 
a Bill of this character. Clause 8 of the Bill 
makes the matter quite clear. It says-

" The Board shall examine all stallions 
brought to the place for inspection, and 
shall judge by personal inspection whether 
t h~ stallions inspected arc sound, true to 
the type of the breed they reprc,ent, and 
are stallions which can be expected to 
improve the breed of horses in the State." 

I do not think the hands of that Board should 
be tied in the •va•· that the amendment would 
tic thum. The hon. member for J\.Iirani stated 
that I said that the Bill only applied to 
draught hors~s. I told him personally that 
the main object of the Bill was to improve 
the breed of draught horses. I was not con­
cerned so much about race horses. It is well 
known that some of the pro.-isions in tho 
Victorian Act \YOre insioted upon b:: the 
breed,-r", thPre, and although the Government 
were not enamoun'd of those provisions thev 
desired 1 o get the Bill through and ac~epted 
those principle.'. Those principles could not 
he ineludc'd in this Bill, as th"Y are foreign 
to the matter. I cannot accent the amendment 
for the reasons I lw vc si a tcrJ: 

Amendment (.11r. Deacon) negatived. 

Clause 2, >lS amended, put ancl pas"d. 
Clause< 3-" ~L1/)]Jlfcation of /let ''--put nnd 

paosed. 

Clause 4-" St({//ion J]•)!lrds "-

c.Ir. ED\VARDS (Xan"nr;o): I beo· to move 
the omission, on lines 33 and 34, of th7, words­

" and shall be appointed chairman of the 
Board." 

Boards mav be constituted in -different dis­
t~ici s, and jn n1cu~y in~tances it will be impos­
Fihk~ for a vctr'nnarv surtreon to carrv out 
all the duties of the 'chain~an of the Boar-cl. 
I think that a Board is more workable ••here 
it is allowed to choose its own chairman. If 
rny an1t1 ndmcnt i~ u.ccepted, it js Inv intention 
to mo.-e the imertion, after I ine '38, of tho 
words-

" The chairman of the Board shall be 
elected by the Iloard from amongst its 
Incrnbrr:-~.'' 

That will make the position >Ll>solutcly clear. 
If the Uovornor in Council decides to appoint 
a Board m a particular <!istrict, then the 
~oard will . have an opportunity to appoint 
1ts o\vn chauman and conduct its business in 
its o\\n \Yay. It may be that tho appointment 
of a vetcnnary surgeon as cha.innan may not 
be in the best interests of the Board. The 
veterinary surgeon has to go fron1 one district 
_to another, and it would be impossible for 
hrm to carry out the duties of chairman. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
;Hon. W. N. Gillies, JCacharn): I regret that 
J cannot accept the am<>ndment. There are 
many prece-qents in this State for providing 
that a pubho servant shall be chairman of 
-the Board. In view of the statement made 
the other night about Government experts 

[Mr. Swayne. 

and Gov€rnment officers having full power 
and responsibility and being trusted, I think 
there are many good reasons why I should not 
accept the amendment. The veterinary sur­
geon will bo an officer of the department. He 
will only have one vote. The members of 
the Board will control the voting power. I 
can quote a number of instances where a pub­
lic s<>rvant has been appointe.d chairman of a 
board. Public servants havp been appointed 
chairmen of a Wages Board, a Cane Prices 
Board, and a number of other boards. 

Mr. EDWARDS: That is very different. The 
veterinary surgeon would be tra veiling from 
district to district. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The chairman of this Board can travel from 
district to district. 

Mr. DEACOX: He could be chairman of two 
or three boards' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes. 

:Mr. DE.iCOX: \Vould that be \Yorkable' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I think it would. I do not sec anv reason 
why the veterinary scugcon, who •vill have 
only one vote, should not he chairman of the 
Board. Th01'(~ wjll ))(' no undu0 nr_h-autao·c 
in favour of the GovcrniYlC:Dt non1inec. a 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnan on): The Th1iuis­
tct· has not given any rc1son whv he v ill 
not accept the amendment. The amendment 
does not take away the possibility of a veter­
inary surgeon becoming chainnan of a 
Board. The am<endment makes it possible 
under certain circurnstances for so1nH ot.hor 
persor to be appointed. Pos,ibly in three out 
of every five boards the veterinary surgeon 
will be the < hairman if hr is a fit and proper 
person. 'fhc amendment only asb that it 
should be left an open question. In rural 
districts, where the people live far apart, it 
way be more convenicut for the working of 
the Board to ha.-c some person other than a 
vch~rinary Rurgcon as chainnan. Tbe '\YOrk­
ing of the Boards in their pioneering stages 
will be made more casv if the; anwndmcnt 
is accepted. .. 

)Jr. S\YAYJ\E (Jfirani): I suppori, the; 
amendment. No doubt in the rrmjority of 
cases the veterinary surgeon will be the 
chairmn.n of tho Board, but there may be 
r;c,·asions when he will not be the be·st man 
fer th~ position. The chairman can always 
exercise a great dP~l of influence in the pro· 
CE'edings. H is not altogether a questiou of 
soundness that comeJ within the scope of 
the Board's activities, but. as set out in 
another clause later on, these Boards have 
to dcrrl with conformation. trueness to 
t,·pc, soundness, and ability to judge whether 
tbe stallions can be expected to inrprove the 
breed of horses in the State. \Ye mav bave 
a young veterinary surgeDn fresh frOn1 the 
old country and utterly ignorant of local con· 
dit;ons. climahc and EO on. I-I<' nwv Le a 
fir,,t-class man on any question of sou.ndne--~, 
and bo able to diagnose all cases of sick· 
ness. and that sort of thing, but he ma.y not 
be the bec,t judge of the type of horse suit­
able for Queensland or for a particular 
rnarket. Wo are more likely to get a man 
able to fill the position by allowing the 
Board to choose the man most suited for the 
position. I know a number of veterinary 
surg<:ons, and taking· them all through they 
arc good all-round men not only in their 
profession but are good judges of horses. I 
know of some also who never really did a 
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<<\lay's work with horses in driving. or walk­
ing beside horses in a t~am, or that kind of 
.:vork .. 'l'he man who has been dependent 
tor h1s hvehhood upon working c:unong 
horses, and who has been in the habit of 
'buying a.nd breeding them, is the man best 
able to judge the most suitable tvpe of sire 
for a district-better perhaps than the man 
who has just arriv"d from the other side of 
·the world. 

Mr. FRY: You are very rough on the veter­
inary surgeon. 

Mr. SWA YNE : :\'o; I know many g-ood 
·e!ll-round veterinary surgeons, but there 
might be a young man fresh fl;om the other 
side of the world with no practical know­
ledge of the working of horses, and, even if 
'he had. his knowledge would be confined to 
horses in a cold climate. whereas a different 
i:>pe of horse is required in Queensland. The 
.Board should therefore be free to choose its 
own chairman, who will have a deliberative 
'" well as n casting votu, in order that the 
man most suitable for the position ma;, be 
chosen. 

:\lr. DEACO~ (Cumzinr;ham): I hope that 
the Minister will accept the amendml,nt. It 
is preferablo to tritst the Boards so that the 
hest >York possible can be got out of t.hem. 
Ir is qnit0 possible that a~ man fresh from 
eollcge may be appointed to the rwsition of 
chairn1an. 

The SECRET,\RY FOR .c\GHTCLLTl:RE: l.-ndl'r 
definition of "veterinary surrreon" ho 

snppo,ed to hold a diploma~ Q 

:Mr. DEACON: Yes. but it is ven difficult 
to appoint a ]ad to tho positi0n of ~chairman 
over the heads of experienced men. }vho will 
kno\v as much a bout hor:::..es. if not n1o1'e, than 
·he does. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGnrct:Ln:RE : It mnst 
always be borne in mind that the lav rnem­
l1E'l'S may bo intcrc~ted in horses wi1cn tho 
VC'tcrinary surgeon is not supposed to be. 

Mr. DEACON: I take it that the men 
selected to compose the Boar,{ will b., hoPour­
nble men, a.nd that thev will do their bnst. 
It should not lw a.sumed thrtt some of them 
,,-ill be dishonourable. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGmcccn-Rr: · l a.m not 
n:-:::.nming that. but Y01t c·:111 l.ft•lY n:-.'l1lll1~ thnt 
the veterinary surg.eon ,,-ill not be intcrc,tcd 
in horses. 

Mr. DEACOK: I do not think the Buard 
>Yill be,. There will not be the sli.rhtrst dif­
ficulty if the Minister ehooses ton trust the 
Board in the dirt;etion that the ameadment 
asks. 

:\Ir. LOGXN (Lockycr): I want 10 ,.npport 
the amondrnent, because in many casc::o. the 
host horsemen in the district will be on tho 
Board. MaJ?y of them,. although they do not 
hold the d1plomas, wrll certainlv have a 
considerable knowledge of horses' and will 
know all the points about a horse. In manv 
cases. perhaps, thev will be able to show th;, 
yetcrinary surgeon"' a good n1any potnts. It 
rs n ha.rd and fast rule to lav down that the 
veterinary surgeon in the district shall be 
the chairman of the Board_ In many of the 
d;stncts many men prepare horses for the 
~how, and, with all due respect to the veter­
Inary surgeon, many of them kr~ow inoro 
points about a horse than the veterinctry 
surgeon, and are certainly able to tell a 
sound horse just as well as the veterinary 
surgMn. It is possible that in some of the 
districts retired veterinary surgeono, although 

not possessing diplomas, will be appointed 
to the Boards. It would be a wise policy to 
allow the members of the Board to select 
their own chairman in view of these facts·. 
Many of the older settlers have had a life­
long experience in live stock, and certainly 
greater experience than some veterinary 
.surgeons. 

Mr. EDWARDS (J"ananyo): If the 
Minister seriously considers this amendment, 
h" will ~tgree that its adoption will be in the 
interests of the working of the Board. As 
W<lb ren1arked this afternoon, on rr1any occa­
sions Pnrliament has laid the foundation of 
an industry, and to get the best Board might 
possibly be laying the foundation stone . of 
horse-breeding iu Queensland, anJ. allown1g 
the Board to select its own chairman would 
l>e acting in the best interests of horse­
treading in Queensland. lt. must occur to 
the :\Iinister, from a prnctical point of view, 
that it ,,-oulcl Vet'\' often happen that n man 
\dlO has had a lifelong experience in breed­
iug and working a suitable type of horse 
would be more capable of conductin(i the 
Boa nl ill the interests of practical norse­
bro0ding than u v('terinarJ' surgeon. I have 
O> er v respect for the vetc~rinarv surgeons, 
"!to· knrm th01 r "ork, but I do not think 
thar the procedure snggestcd by the Bill 
\Y0-;_1ld bo ,.atisfaetorv. In conclusion, I ·wish 
tu .''"-" that the l\Iin{stcr has not put forward 
u n. il.rgunlent against the amendment. It 
cec•ms rather hard that ihe only word he has 
Jn ~rtc·ct, so far, us an amondrnent, is 
'' dor.key.'' I hope he will seriously consider 
thi, amendment. which will ha.-c the effect 
0f laying the founcla tion stone of a good 
rncrrsnre in the interests oE practical horse­
breeding in Queensland. 

1\Ie. \V. C00PER. (Roseu·ood): I have 
listened to son1c of the reasons put forward 

members of the Opposition as to why 
do not \Yant a veterinary surgeon to 

be appointed ns chairman. 
Mr. BRA::-;D: I die! not say anything of 

thl' c·ort. I said that it should be left to the 
discretion of the Board. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: The hon. member's 
opposition to this appointment is quite appar­
Pnt to anvono who listened to his remarks. 
As a matctcr of fact, the hon. member for 
:\anango claimed that n man selected from 
the Board might be tho best person to 
prc>.ide over that Board. A man may be 
possc"cd of a wonderful amount of know­
ledge in connection >Yith horse-breeding. but 
ho m a v not neces,arih- make the best chair­
m'Jn, fn~t as the veterinary :,Urgeon may not 
n.akc tlw bc"t chairman. There is nothing 
to lll'eVlmt members of a Stallion Board 
fron1 advising the chairmar, The chnirman 
will only have one vote, unless there happens 
to be a tic. Five members will constitute 
tlw Bonrd, and the chairman is to be a 
Yt•terinary -surgeon. I cannot see the reason 
of hon. members opposite objecting to that. 
It is m(,rely a m>tttcr of obstructing the Bill 
for i he purpose of getting a little propa­
ganda. .._>\ veterinary surgeon is the right 
man to act as chairman. He is practically 
thP representative of the Government, and 
even if he be a young man he will be n 
qualified man. Hon. members opposite say 
that they can find plenty of men who are tW 

< .J.pablo as a Yetcrinary surgeon of saying 
>Yhcthcr a horse is discasml or not. \Yhcre is 
the necessity for these surgeons to secure 
diplomas if· the hon. members can get such 
a number of men just as highly qualifi...ed ai> 

Mr. W. Cooper] 
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a vctcrinar:.- surgeon' There would be no 
need for veterinary surgeons if this were so. 
Why then are they paid large salaries to 
carry out their scientific work? It appears 
to me that the argument is absurd. There is 
nothing to prevent the Board from outvoting 
thr· chairman on any question, provided that 
there i's a full number of members of the 
Stallion Board present. 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpn): I do not know what 
tho hon. member for Ros0wood got up to say. 
He certainlv conveved verv little informa­
tion. It is l1o use getting up in this House 
and trying to impute motives to the Opposi-
1lun. l \·cnture to that sitting on n1.v 
Jcft there nrt' Cl r of rne:l v ho k11ow· 
more about horses, the life of a horse from 
its birth to its d,'ath, than does the hon. 
member for Rosewood. 

l\1r. W. COOPER: If they do not know 
nwre thu n _Yull do thC'~~ {]o not kno"' much. 

;}1r. FRY: There has been no request made 
to the Minister that has not been reasonable. 
Th<' request is simply that a Board shall be 
permitted to elect its own chairman. There 

·is nothing clearer nor fairer than that. The 
fact that the Minister otatcd that he would 
not accept the amendment does not alter the 
fact that the principle is a good one. The 
Minister, in his wisdom, has not accepted it 
because it does not suit the policy of the 
Government which he represents; hut that 
does not warrant an attack on the members 
of the Opposition such as was made by the 
hon. m em her for Rosewood. I am not going 
to say that a young man should not be 
entrusted with responsibilily--

Mr. CosTELLO : \V e don't say that. 

Mr. FRY: He may be clever and he may 
he keen--

The SEcRETARY FOR AGRICuLTuRE : He may 
bo very old. 

Mr. FRY : I am not referring to the 
question of age at all. The point that I 
want to make is that, if five men are com­
petent to sit on the Board, then one of 
those five should be competent to be chair­
man. Whether that man is a veterinary 
surgeon or not makes no difference. If each 
man is not competent to be chairman of the 
Board, he should not be on it. How many 
Australian-bern natives are there who have 
not a knowledge of the horse? 

Mr. HYXES: They can all pick a donkey. 
Mr. FRY: I picked the hon. member long 

ago. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! 

Mr. FRY: I have been associated with 
horses from my early days, when I rode 
them barebacked and with a string bridle; I 
still have the marks on my body from the 
accidents I had as a child. It is no use 
trying to convince a Queensland Parliament 
that one man is not more fitted to sit on a 
Board than another. \Ve know too much for 
that. \Ve are not people who come from 
the uttermost parts of the earth, who are 
planked down here and treat the horse as a 
strange animal. ·we know all about the 
horse and what he is used for. Hon. mem­
bers on this side of the House have actually 
bred horses-in fact some of the best horses 
in Queensland. 

Mr. HYNES: \Yhy don't you endeavour to 
talk sense? 

Mr. FRY: I feel sure that the Minister, 
:f he gives the amendment mature considera-

[Mr. W. Cooper. 

tion, 1vill arrive at the sa1nc conclusion that 
I ha 1·e 'arriYed at. The chairman of the 
Board should lw a man who is competent to 
flll the po.,ition. Tho expert is not always 
tlw bret man for the office of chairman. You 
cannot cxpL•ct an expe-rt to combine all the 
qualities that are required of a chairn1an; 
neither can you CYpoct fro1n an ordinary 
member of the Board all the qualities that 
go b make a complete horse export. The 
position is V('ry dear to n1e. \Vr arc dealing 
with persons who are l1andling horses all 
drr:;, long. I atn ~urc that tho veterinary 
surgeon would, in nwnv casu, be gla-d to go! 
away from the work of organisation. I feel 
certain also that if the amendment ie 
ac<Ceptcd no harm can be done. I only _rose 
to drfcncl some mL'mbcrs of the Opposrtwn 
from tlto unwarrant-ed attack made on them. 

:Mr. vYARRE='f (Jfurrumba): Members of 
tho Opposition have no other wish than to 
se" the man y;ho is hest fitted for the posi­
tion elected as c-hairman of the Board, and 

we do not know that the veterin­
[9 p.m.] an' surgeon will make the best 

chairntan. The men who will be 
elected to trH' Board will be the leading 
horse. brePders in the district, and certainly 
thev will know a [rreat deal more about 
hor:-e-brPecling than the average man. I am 
quite convinced. if I was a member of one 
of thest; Boards. and the veterinary surgeon 
would make the beo,t chairman. I would have 
no he,itation in votin[! for hi~ election to 
thaL position: but. if there was some other 
mc·mber of the Board who had more ability, 
tRon I would ccrtainlv vote for him. This 
surely cannot be f'lassPd as a party measure, 
and sure!,· it is not part of the great scheme 
of bringing- eyer~·one dO\Vll to the one level. 
The ;l.finister will not he giving very much 
away bv accepting the amendment. I am 
sure there ,,-ill be better results from these 
Boanls that the .3.1inister is going to create 
if the nwrnhers are allowed to elect their own 
ehainnan. 

Amendment (.lfr. Edu:nrd.,) negatived. 

Clause put <md pa,5ed. 
Cl.au~e 5--•· r(tcrinar.v surgeons "-put 

and passed. 

ClausP 6-" A.]Jplication for 1·cgistration of 
r-tallion "-

Mr. LOGA?\ (Locl.·y: r): I beg to move the 
omission. on lines 31:\ and 39. of thP words 
"ii satisfied." The subclause will then 
read-

,, l!pon ~uch an examination being 
complded, the Board shall report to the 
1\fini.-tcr: and the Minister shall cause 
to be entered in a register of stallions 
to be kent at the Department of Agricul­
ture and Rtock particulars of all such 
'tallions which are of approved standard 
ancl sound, and for which certificates are 
to be issuCd." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 1 will 
accept that amendment. 

Amendment (Mr. Logan) .agreed to. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Cnrnarvon): I beg to 
move the insertion. after the word " Act,'' 
on line 13, page 4, of the words-

" hut shall not exceed twenty shillings in 
either case." 

The clause provides that the fees fc;r regis­
tration and renewal shall be presenbed by 
regulation. but w<: think it is necessary to 
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have the fee fixed in the Bill. We think £1 
is quite enough in these cases. 

The SEC'RE1'ARY FOR _\GRICuLTURE: I accept 
the amendment. kcausc I am satisfied that 
it will cost a great dPa] less than that. 

Amendment (Jfr. Caste/la) agreed to. 
C: 1mse, as amcuded, put and passed. 

Yrr. SvVAYXE (Jfirani): I beg to move 
t1H' lllBttrtion of the follo,ving new clause, to 
follow clause 6:- · 

'· :-~ohYiih::;tanding anvthinO' in this 
Act contained, it shall not b~ n~essary 
for the mvner of any thoroughbred stal­
l ton to a pplv for re.rristra tion of such 
stallion uncle~ this A~t: Prov]ded that 
any wch stallion shall not be used for 
f::.tEd purposr's except in regard to 
thoroughbrc1i mare·-. and if they are 
1~se 1 for si ud purposes for other than 
tnoroughbn•d mares they shall be deemed 
to be lmrcgistNed stallions." 

I quite rc~ognise tho need for insisting upon 
soundness as a ~eneral rule in regard to sires 
fo~· hor.<::f'- brcc(hn$, and. it may seem that 
tlJI.s <~ln(•ndllJeut 1s J·unning C011tnuy tu th~~t 
pnu-:>ple: but we know that there are excep­
twm to en•ry rul<'. and the i\Iinister will 
11otice that the exemption is asked for only 
In the ea ,c of stallwns scrvmg thoroughbred 
mnr<'s. lion. members mav sav that thev 
do not lwlien~ in horse racing, that there is 
no need for rt. and so on: but it does a 
grcnt deal of good in COllliectlon with the 
bre<'dinv, of honee. I may sav I have no 
pr<wtir~l int0rP~t in racing· no\-v:' It is many 
yrr> rs :o:InCP I \Vas on a. racecourse, but my 
knowler!!"e teaches me that you require some 
such thmg, although I would like to see 
longer dietar;ces run, as a proof of speed and 
stamma. We know that manv of our best 
racing- stallions would not pass a veterinary 
te•-t for .-oundness. The hon. member for 
Cunningh~m, in moving a previous amend­
ment, pomted out that the great stallion 
Ormonde was a '· roarer,'' yet he was sold 
for 30,000 gumeas to go to South America. 
I remember w~en I was a lad seeing on the 
Svdr;ey exh1 b1t10n ground a horse called 
:;\Ianhymong·. who bad one foreleg as 
erooked as a boomerang, and vet that stallion 
was hea-d of all the sires in· Australia and 
his lKlOk ·was filled at 50 o-uineas a se~·vice 
which wa~ a big fee inn those da vs. i 
~aw one of his Yearlings sold at Rand~ick for 
810 gumeas. That was a big price fiftv vears 
ap;o. As I alrf'ady stated, he was the' best 
~;re f?r some _,,ears in Australia. and the 
mtenhon of this amendment is to allow such 
sire~ to be used in connection with breeding 
racehm··rs. The amenr!ment does not ap11lv 
to the breNling of utility hors€'!!. Therefore. 
.anv un~oundnP~~ these horses mav possess 
will not bP detrimental in that re-gard. It 
CLnnot Jw pa'8e·d on. hut in exceptional 
cas0s. ,,~herC' a horse is a good sire' for the 
breeding of racehorses, that horse should be 
f'Xf'ill]lt. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLT'CRF; 
(Hon. _IY. X. Gillies, Fach([m): This amend­
rn0nt IS morcly cDnsequf'ntial on an amend­
ment which I dPclined to accept earlier in 
the r,-enmg prondinf' for a definition of 
"thorougcbred." In fact. if I aecerte~d the 
amendment. 1t would not be workable with­
~nt a cl;finition. of "thoroughbred" being 
m'erted 1~ ~he _Bill. as there is at present no 
such ddimtwn m the measure. The Victorian 
Art is an e:Jtirely different measure t<J this 
Bill, which leaYes the matter to the Board 

nominated bv the Couneil of Ag-riculture, 
of which the \-eterinary surgeon is chairrnan~ 
The great difficulty in connection with the 
amendment would 'be in regard to the part 
whlch r( ads-

" Proyidc:d that anv such bllion shall 
not be used for stud· purposes except in 
r,::gnrd to tl1oroughbred mares.'' -

\Yho is goiEg to say that a ~tallion is 
to be u:-:('d f~xclu~iYely fo1· that purposf' 
llow ';ill it be possible to poliee the clause 
if it is inscrtf'd in the Bill'? I regret that 
I cannot accept the amendment-first of all, 
be•' ''"" it is not workable "·ithout a defini­
tion of " :horonghbred"; aucL second1y, 
b~causc it is forc·ign to the principles of the 
El ill. 

:\lr. SW.\ YNE (Jlirani): I would ask the 
Minister whether without this amcDdment 
>eTch a horse as I have described-a high-clars 
horse of racing stock-will bo debarred from 
'erving in Queensland? 

The SJ<,CHETARY FOR AGHICL'LTCRE: 
I do not think so. Clause 8, sulwlausc: (1), 
reads-

" TlJ,. Board shall examine all sta.llions 
brought to the place for inspection, and 
shall judge b;-· pnsomd inspection 
"lwt lwr tl1e stallions inspected aro sound, 
true to the type of !he breed they repre­
;;;Pnt, anJ a1·e stallions whicn can be 
"xpcctNl to improve the breed of horses 
in the State." 

I think thPi'C i~ sufficient po\vflr thrre-. I an1 
quite' satisflcd that, if the Boarr! thought 
1 bat such a. stallion \voulcl itnprovP the bree.d 
of horses in the State, they W<Jt!ld grant a 
certificate. 

Mr. BELL (Jo'a,sijun): I think this 1s 
quite a reasonable amf'IHhneni. The idea. 
of the hon. member for :\Iirani is really that 
thoroughbred horses standing for a season 
shall be regarded as thoroughbred "·hen tlwy 
al'£~ ,serving- thoroughbred nutrcs. Our experi­
P'lCC in the past has bcPn that veterinary 
s11rgeons would have thrown out son1e of the 
most successful thoroughbred stallions in 
Australia on account of certain faults. The 
ylini,ter saYS that he cannot accept the 
amrndtncnt. · 

ThP SECRFTARY FOR AGRICTiLTt'RE: The 
veterinary surgeon ('an be outvoted by the 
mcmhers of the Boa-rd. 

:\Ir. BELL: That may he so. but the 
YetPrinary surgeon's opin.ion j.3 required in 
rf'gard to lDundnr>s~. Some of the n1ost 
successful sires in Australia would be thrown 
out h~ the vctcrinar' snrgcon. I hope the 
Minister "·ill s~e his way to accept the 
amendment. which provides that our 
thoroughbred horses whicb arc sound will 
b<' aule to stand for the seaeon and serve 
ma,·e" which arc approved as thoroughbreds. 
The amencl•nent will have a verv imprrtant 
benring on the l1r0cding of th"Oroughbreds 
and .hacks in the State. 

:VIr. DEACOJ:\ (C'unningham): The 
~linistf'r eaicl that the rest of the Board 
could outvot" the -yetrrina·ry surgeon, but 
no Y(•terinarv .surg-eon can ,give a. certificate 
to a stallion 'whieh is unsound. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!Cf'LTl'RE: The 
majority of the Board can do this. 

:Vft. DEACO::\': T'he matter could be dealt 
with b:: the regulations. and any horse which 
did not conform to the regulations would 

J£1·. Deacon.] 
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haYe to be declared unsound. The Board 
could not gin, a certificate in that case. It is 
not nec0ssary to include raciug stock, as they 
can look after themselves. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You 
know ycrv well that clause 8 gives the 
majority of the Board power. 

:\lr. DEACOJ'\: 'Thev will have to do that 
.in accordance witl1 the" pro,-isions of the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOH r\GRICLI.TURE: They will 
ha'" to act in accordance with their own 
'indgu1Pnt. 

:\Ir. ·w. ( "ooPEH : Do vou want an unsound 
horse to ha vc a, certific~ t<'' 

:\Ir. DEAC'OC\: If he is a blood horse and 
used on1y for getting racehorse::;, it does not 
lnatter. 

:\lr. \\". C'OO!'EH: \VoLt!d YOU consider a. 
horse with a broken lf'!J; unsoln1d '? 

:\Ir. DEACOX: Xo. It does not matter 
~vhethC>r a f3t-allion has et broken ]eg or not 
so long as hP can stand on it. AnJ certificate 
gi,-en by the Board would have to be in 
accon]ancc with the regulations, which would 
prPseribP v;hat is unsound. It is not neces­
sary to include thoroughbred stock at all. 

l\h. \YARREX (.liurnnnba): I do not 
think this side of the Chamber 
1Yonld a certifica tc to .a. horso 
•Yith if it could be 'lvoided. 
\Yhon ::\ -,, South \Y 8 ]ps ~tarted to reg·istor 
13talliolli" thPy tnl'Hecl thc-n1 down for ring­
bone and 11w.ny other things, but these things 
nr2 no c!ctT1rncnt to sires aud are not tram:~­
mi!tr•d. 

:llr. \Y. COOPER: Surely you can trust the 
floard. 

Mr. \L\lU\1':"'\: I do not want to trust 
at1Yorw. I "ant the matte1 stated in tlw 
BilL rrhe Y' tcrinary surgeon will practicall~­
g·uido t:lc Buar,l in n1an) Gl:"PS. If ho jc: not 
p: JOd ellollf:dl guid0 the~ Board. he i~ no 
good to ~\re we going to destroy 
sonlPthing js of Yalue to ihc State 
13in1ply bc('an~o SLH;h horses would lk i urncd 
out of a shcn,· ring·: In a show recei-.;;ing 
mone~/ £ron1 the Departc11ent of ~4.griculture. 
if a horsf: i~ nnt sound in CYC'l',V partrcular 
he rannot take n prize. I rr'mC'mbcr being 
at t1u:. Chinchilla f.;how a few vcars ago. and 
a GovcnHTI('nt Yf~terina rv sur;eon \Yas there 
to Pxcnuine a ho1-·~e. Tli.cre ~;;'ere bvo horses 
tlil'rc that conld not pafo;-_ thC' vcterinar~7 

;:,nrgcon. One of ihcrn was a. broo-d maro 
fl'Olll \t}ctoria 0\VIl(•d bv a Jl1all nalnC'd ravnP. 
_Dpforc I en ne OYC'r ·hP re [ "\V!b bTceding 
Cl:vde,;chle draught horses for man.:; years. 
That n1aro ,\·as nrobablY thP fint>st murP in 
Queemla.nd. and ·~he was highly commended. 
but lH'cause she hnd some dcfectB she could 
nor take .a rn·ize. 

At 9.20 p.m .. 

:.rr. F. A. COOPEH (l!rrll/11'). uno of tho 
paHPl of Tcmporar)· Chairmen. relicYed tho 
Chairman in the chair. 

i\Ir. 1\ .• \RRE:'\: 1 can sav that the mare 
\Yfl'i iit to breed foals fol' 1nany years, and 
"·e want to scn that that class of animal is 
!lot disqualified for such a reason. That is 
all ;Ye arc asking for. \Ye an' not asking 
for anything that is wrong or unwise. As 
hone-breeders and dealers, we know these 
defects and what the effect of them is, and 
I clo not think it is asking too mnch to 
ask the l\Iinister to meet us in the matter. 
I am sure it would be beneficial to horse­
breeding if the amendment were accepted. 

[Jh. Deacon. 

\\'e can honestly back up the hon. member 
for 1\-Iira.ni, 

1\It-. S\L.\Y:\'E (Jiirwu;: I would like' to 
answer one objection raised by th·,' Minister 
as to the difficulty of keeping- a check on 
the horses affected by the proposed new 
clause and preventing them from being used 
for general purposes. The horses contem­
pla.tPd by the amendment would be animals 
for whose services a fee of twenty guinea" or 
thirty guineas at least would be asked, and 
mares fit for foaling saddle or general utility 
horses would not be sent to a horse of that 
kind. I qmte agree with the Minister that it 
is not right that unsound horses should be 
allo-vved to servP mares as a general rule, but 
we haYe exceptional cases in view, and it 
might be provided that no permit should be 
g'iv<>n to a horse where the fee is less than 
twenty guineas. The amendment would only 
affect a particular class of mare-that is. the 
marc which is supposed to be capable of 
producing racehorses. 

Proposed new clause (Jlr. Sn·aJ;nc) nega­
tived. 

Cluusc 7-" A.nnual txamination and adju­
rlication"-put and rassed. 

Clause 8-" Board to insJ!CCt , tallions"'-

JYir. DEAC0:"-1 iCunninglw.m): I move the 
omissi on. on lines 37 and 38, of the words-

'· the Minister from any d0cision of the 
Board" 

,.,-jth a Yier to in~crting tlw \\·ords--
" from an} decision of a Stallion Board 
to an appeal board consi"ting of the 
chief vett-:rinnry inspector and-

(o) \Vhcn the report shows that the 
stallion i;-) nut sound, ~uch two other 
qualified yet ~rinary juspect Jrs. or 

(IJ) When the report shmn, tlwt the 
stallion i~ not of approYed .'JtR.ndard, 
~uch 1 wo ll1Clll bC'rs of other Stallion 
Board.; 

"'',hall in cithrr of oncll case,; bL selected 
by the l\[inister."' 

The SECHFLIHY FOh AGHlCCLTCHE: Alter the 
\Yorcl ·· inspPcipr" to "~nrgeon"' wherever it 
occurs. <LTJd I will accept the amendment. 

AmcnclrncJti: l;tfr. Deacon), amended accord-
ingly, and agr'L·ed to. . 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGlUCC:LT"CRE 
(Hon. \V. ::\. Gillies, E"chum): I mtive the 
in~ertion, after tho word ,; purposf> ·· on line 
41, of the words-

'· other than n1a1·--:s which arQ. hi:-, own 
propert ." 

The clause then "ill read-
" An appeal shall lie to. the :\linistcr 

from an-,· decision of the Board: Pro­
vided th'at cluritig the !wrood for which 
the decision iB pL.;t-ponec, tho O\vner shall 
J>ot use or permit tho stallion to be used 
for ~t~Kl purposes othc:: than nEtrOs \Vhtch 
nro l11s O\Yn pro pert'-·. 

Amc\ndn10llt (Jir. (i-illiLs) agr0cd to. 
Clause 8. as amended. put a>1d passed. 
C!oust's 9 to 14, both inclusive. and the 

Schedule. put and passed. 
The Honse resumed. 
The CfL\JH}l.\N rq1orted ilw Bill with 

amendments. 
The third reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at 9.29 p.m. 




