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lOGO Palme1·ston Land, Etc., Bill [ASSEMBLY] Questions. 

FRIDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES OF ME~IBERS AND 

OFFICIALS OF COuXCIL OF AGRICULTURE AND 
DEPAR1'}1ENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

Mr ?\OTT (Stanlcy) asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stock-

" Will he supply the following par­
ticulars:-

1. Salaries of members of Agricul­
tural Council and allowances? 

2. Salaries of district agents and 
their allowances? 

3. Salaries of responsible trained 
profes5ional officers of the Agricultural 
Department and allowances? 

4. Salaries of heads of departments 
in the Agricultural Depart1nent and 
their allowances? " 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacharn) replied-

" 1. No salaries are paid. Members 
receive £2 2s. per day sitting fees and 
£1 lls. 6d. per -day travelling allowance 
with rail o.nd/ or steamer fares. Travel­
ling allowance and sitting fee are not 
paid for the came day. The following 
do not rccciye any fees or allowances:-­
Mr. W. J. Short (manager Bureau of 
Central Sugar Mills), Mr. J. W. David­
son (Commissioner for Railways), Mr 
J. D. Story (Public Service Commis­
sioner}, and myself. 

"2. Salaries, £8 per week. The allow­
ances paid to d iotrict a g-ents are in 
accordance with the scale for officers of 
similar grades in the public service-i.e., 
17s. 6d. per day (of twenty-four hours} 
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'sustenance allowance' for the time 
necessarily absent from their head­
quarters on official duties, together with 
rail fcues, nndfor a mileage rate when 
t.wvelling by road. 

" 3 anr1 4. The salaries of all the 
officers of my department will be found 
in the E'timatcs. The allowances they 
receive .are travelling expenses, as pre­
scribed by the Public Service Regula­
tions.'' 

AuDITOR-GENERAL's REPORTS oN STATE E:c;TER­
PRTSES AND SUGAR-MILLS. 

Mr. SW AYNE (Jlirani) asked the Pre­
mier~ 

" ·will he inform the Houee when tho 
reports by the Auditor General upon the 
accounh of the State enterprises and 
those sugar-mills that are under Govern­
mc,nt colltrol. or whose accounL are still 
audiled by the State audit inspectors, 
will be available for memi.Jers '!" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE, 
in the ?.bscncc of the Pn,nicr (Hon. E. G. 
Theodorc. Chillauoc), replied-

" The rPport on State enterprises can­
not be wbmittcd until tlw accounts arc 
finali,rd by the Cormni,,ioncr. The 
report on central sugar-mills will prob­
ahlv Le available about the lOth 
pro.xi mo." 

EXPORTS, IMPORT8, AND PRICE OF PINE. 

Mr. BRA::-JD (Bunum) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. How many superficial feet of log 
pinc vvas exported from Qu0enslnnd 
during- the year ended 30th June last by 
the Forestry Department? 

"2. vVhat was the dc<tination of such 
pine? 

"3. ·will he haYe inquiries made as to 
the cau<CJ of short time worked in our 
Ioca 1 rmlls with its consequent unem­
ployment. and if found to be the result 
of the local millers' inability to secure 
sufficient log ·pine prevent its export 
until Queensland firms are fully sup­
plied? 

"4. Is he avvarc that savvn Oregon 
pine can be purchased in Brisbane, 
freight and dut:;c paid. at 18s. 3d. per 
100 superficial feet, while Queensland 
log pine is costing local manufacturers 
of thrr'e-ply 28s. per 100 superficirtl feet? 

"5. Is lw aware that the Fore·-trv's 
adopted _policy of placing limited qm~n­
tities of nine on the market is the most 
scientific method of sustaining high 
stun1fHtgc rntc.;; 'vith its alternative high 
costs for building timber? 

"6. Is it a fact that the Crown holds 
mature pine to the value of £2.000,000 
sterling·. and is refueing to sell it in 
suitable quantities for local require­
nJCnt-~? 

"7. Does he know of rtny other 
country where the stumpage rates on 
pine arc as high as those existing in 
Queensland? " 

The SECRETARY FOR FGBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. \V. McCormack, Cairns) replied-

" 1. 373.192 supcrfteial feet. 
"2. Melbourne. 

"3. The amount exporh'd is not the 
cause of alleged unemployment in private 
mills. 

"4. No 
"5. No. 
"6. No. 
"7. Yes." 

MEN DISCHARGED FRO}f TARA-SURAT RAILWAY" 
CONSTRUCTJON \VOHKS. 

Mr. MORGA::-J (Muril/·,t) asked the Secre­
tary for Hailways-

" 1. What is the number of men dis­
miso.ed from the Tara-Surat railway dur­
ing the past month? 

"2. What is the number of men still: 
employed? 

'' 3. How many of these are-(a) local 
or di:-:tri{;t residents; (&) struugers? " 

The SECRETARY FOB. RAILWAYS· 
(Hon. J. L>trcombe, E cppcl) replied­

" 1. Thirty-four. 
"2. J\:inety-two.l 
" 3. I ha vc no inforrnation." 

FODDEH FRO}] SOUTHERN STATES PURCHASED• 
nY GovEnN1IEXT FOR RELIEF OF STARVING 

STOCK. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Tananuo) asked the Sec­
retary for Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. \Vhat was the approximate quan­
tity of fodder frorrr Southern States pur­
chased by tho Gowrnmeut in Brisbane 
duriLg the current year for the rchef of 
starving stock? 

"2. What was the approximate quan­
tity of such fodder forwarded t.o settler& 
of the Darling Downs and drctncts south 
and west of Too\voornLa? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
replied-

" 1. Approximately 1,000 tons. 
"2. Approximately 750 tons." 

SUPPLY. 
EF~c1!PTION oF Co1niiTTEE-THIRD ALLOTTED• 

DAY. 

:~Mr. Kirunm, Brisbane, in tlre clrair.) 

CHIEF SECRETARY-MISCELLANEOUS SEHVICES. 

Question Bt:lted-
" Tha.t £37.064,bo granted for :Y1iscel­

lancous Scrv](:es. 

:Mr. COLLINS (JJowen): I want to reply 
to some of the rornark' made b:· Oppo.3rtr'?n 
f118Dlhcrs on this vote. There was a r .. ng ·chs­
cussion last Friday in connection . with the 
amount set down for the Lroutcn ant­
Governor. Hon. members opposite took. 
strong exceptiou io thr~t amount b?in~ Yc:tcd, 
and thev inferred that tlto appomtment of 
tito Ll·;ntenrrnt-Govcrnor was a po1it1cal 
appointment. During that discus:--i~n~ the 
hon. member for 1\undah made a spccmlty of 
attacking this Government in conn£'ci io'l \vit.h 
p(Jjiticrtl appointments. This. party .~l.ave 
nc.-cr been gnilty of makmg p:>l;ucal 
aJlpointments to the same extent _as th? Tory 
party were in the past. (Opposrtwn Jrs,,ont.} 
Ld me go back for a. few years J\1y memory 
aoes back to 1892. Strang-e thin ifs have tn ken: 
r,Jace i" this Chamber from time to time. 

Mr. Collins.] 
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At that time the late Sir Samuel Wolker 
Griffith was Premier of this Sfate. So that 
he could take the position of Chief Justice, 
the salr.ry r>ot that time was increased from 
£2.500 per annum to £3,500 per annum. 

Mr. 1\1AXWI!.LL: He was worth evct·y penny 
·Of it. 

Mr. COLLINS: Of course hon. members 
opposite would say that the action of the late 
B'ir Samuel Walker Griffith was quite correct 
when he, sitting here as Chief Secretary and 
Premier, raised the salary attaching to the 
position of Chief Justice, knowing full well 
that he was the person who was to fill that 
position. Oh yes, it was quite right in ihose 
cloys. If hon. members opposite iurn up 
" Hamard" for 1892, they will find that the 
'l.'ory party ai that time were quite willing 
to raJSe the salary of the Chief J mtice from 
£2,500 per annum to £3.500 per annum, and 
to pass a Bill during that session reducing 
~he payment to members from £300 per 
annum to £150 per annum so thut working 
m.on ,,ould not get into Parliamclet. That 
"·as the action of the. party to which hon. 
wcmbcrs opposite belong. It wonkl be just 

. as well if some of those young hon. members 
opposite would read up the hisiorv of the 
11arty that they arc associated with at the 
present time, because they belong· to the same 
old party. 

In connection with political appe<intments 
they would not do anything wronl.\. Oh. no. 
vY~at about the time that Mr. Andrew Fisher 
a prointed Mr. Georgc R~'land in 1912 10 the 
ncsition of Director of Lands in th,, Northern 
'~I_lerritory? Mr. George Ryland wns at orw 
time a member of this Chamber. and was one 
of the whitest men that ever lived. He waB 
the nearest Hpproa{'h io Christ~ of anv 'nan I 
have ever met in the \Yholc of mv lire. In 
1913, when the Cook Government took office. 
()ne of the Grst things they did was to r<"110Ye 
Mr. Rvland from that position-victimisa­
tion straight out. Hon. m0mbcrs opposite arc 
men who say they would not do these things ! 
The hon. member for l\1mdah. who is onlv 
a novice so far as politic..; i-: conecrnPd. would 
not do t.ha.t. He wonld not have 1tnvlhing 
at all to do with political appointments. 
Then let him separate himsc>lf from the party 
that he is sittim; with at the present lime. 
lwl'ause that party has done all these things. 

t!J~~·? KELSO: Do you waut me to go oYer 

Mr. HARTLEY: No. 

Mr. COLLINS: I did net inteucl to rdlow 
the reLHtrks of hon. members opposi1 e to go 
nr.rhrdlcng0d. I rose for t11e illlrpo:<.P of 
rcph-ing to the r0rna.rk:::. rnndP b~\- th(lo hon. 
Tllemb<'r for Xunclnh and !hP l1 "cl PI' of !hP 
O;n>oeition in regard to political appoint­
nlents. 

:\1r. :\IORGAN (Jfuril/n): I am pleased to 
·observe thrrL notwithstanding the fact that 
the hon. gentleman who has jmt· resumed 
his scat stated a happening of many years 
ago--

Mr. COLL!XS: I stated a fact. 

1\Tr. :\TORGAN: Yes. but I am pleased to 
notice ;·he hon. member has not attempted 

·to jnstifv tb0 appointrrwnt of tlw Lieutcnant­
GoYcrnor. 'rhe only thing the hon. member 
ha.s clone is to mention a 'Hong which. 
perhaps, was committed manv vears ago. If 
the sa larv of the then Chief Jnstice was 
rais0d to' £3.500 a year :wd Sir Samuel 
Griffith was appointed. everyone will admit 
that he earned that salary. Ko one can 

[Jifr. Collins. 

assert for one moment that the present 
Lieutenant-Gov~rnor is earning the salary 
set aside for his position, because it is one 
that could be done without. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR RAILWAYS: That is 
most unfair. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You 
don't know anything about it. 

Mr. MORGAN: I know perfectly well that 
the man who should hold that position is the 
Chief Justice. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): I rise to 
a point of order. I ask if the hon. member 
is in order in criticising the gentleman who 
occupies the position of Lieutenant-Governor 
of this State? At the presPnt moment that 
gentleman occupies the position of Governor 
of ihis State. Whether the Governor or 
LiPutenant-Governor earns his salary or not 
is beside the question. The position is there, 
ancl I hold that parliamentary procedure 
forbids the discussion either of the gentle­
man who occupies the position of Governor 
or of the gentleman who acts as his Deputy . 

The CHAIRMAN: The last occasiOn that 
this matter was under discussion I reminded 
hon. gentlemen that it was not in order to 
discuss any act of the Sovereign. The 
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor hold 
comrnrssron from the Sovereign, King 
Gcorg-e V-.-. }1ay's "Par1iamentary Practice" 
strictly forbids any criticism of his actions. 
The bon. member, therefore, is not in order 
in discussing that aspect of the ques1,ion. 

Mr. MORGAN: I have not said one word 
rcspcctin\\' what the gentleman who occupies 
the position of Lielitonant-Governor has done. 
I am not questioning that; but there is an 
it<'m in the Estimates under the heading of 
"Premier and Chi,,£ Srcretary's Deportment" 
in the vote entitled " Miscellaneous Services" 
rca(1ing-"Allowanc0 to the Licutenant­
Cc•vcrnor, £950," and I claim that the fact 
of that item being here, gives HS this right to 
discms the appointment of thn Lientenant­
Go,·crnor. The salary of the Governor 
appc·ars in the Schedule, whereas the salary 
of the Lieutenant-Governor appears on the 
Estimates. 

The CHAIRMAX: Order ! Order ! I 
would point out to the hon gontlPman that 
the salarv of His Exccllencv the Governor 
also n pp.en rs on the Estimatrs. For the 
benefit of hon. members. I will read this 
passage from May's " Parliamenary Prac­
tice"-

" TvTombers must not reflect 11pon the 
condn"t of the Sovereign or oti1cr pcr;3ons 
in authority." 

Mr. 1\IORGAN: In the Estimab's I find 
these words-" His Exr(lllenr · tho Governor 
lnrovidod in· Scho\lule)." Th-ere is 110 men~ 
t'ion in the Estimates of anv alarv for the 
Governor. There is a referPnce in. the Esti­
mates, though. to the allo,nlllf'f' to the 
Lieutenant,Govcrnor. I do not intend to say 
one \lord personallv about the occupant of 
that office, but I do sa,· ihat tho posttJon 
should be held by the Chief Justice of the 
clay. 

The CHA TR:VfAN : Order ! Order ! If the 
hon. g-entleman is going to argue from that 
standpoint, I wonld point out that he is 
discussing the action of the Kin<; in not 
appointing the Chief Justice as Lieutenant­
Governor. 
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lVlr. M ORGAN: I shall be perfectly in 
-ord<•r in moving that the item be omitted. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. gentleman 
ea n do that as a protest, but I am not going 
to allow any discussion on the aspect of the 
qnestion that he has raised. 

Mr. MORGAN: Then, I beg to move the 
·omission of the following item:­

"Allowance to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
£950." 

I do so as a protest, as I consider the posi­
tion should be held by the Chief Justice of 
the State. 

I say that we should establish a precedent, 
and that precedent should be for the purpose 
-of saving money to the State. \Ve are paying 
.£950 a year and we are not getting the full 
benefit from the expenditure. We should 
save that money for the State. At the present 
moment we lind that, owing to the shortag·e 
-of funds, men are being dismissed and unem­
ployment is becoming more rife day by day 
·owing to that shortage of funds. I claim 
that I am perfectly in order in criticising 
this amount and in endeavouring to save 
that expenditure to the taxpayers of Queens­
land. I am sure that, with the exception of 
a few who look at the matter from a political 
viewpoint, the majority of the people of 
•Queensland, while recognising that Mr. 
Lennon has rendered distinguished service to 
the State, consider that this money ought to 
be saved, and that we are not getting full 
value for the amount expended. That ex­
penditure could be saved by the appointment 
-of the Chief J usticc to the position of Lieu­
tenant-Governor. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! If the hon. 
gentleman does not obey my call, I w·ill ask 
him to resume his seat. In reflecting upon 
the appointment of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
he is reflecting upon the action of His Majesty 
the King. 

Mr. CARTER : It merely amounts to tedious 
repetition. 

Mr. :CV10RGAl'f: I do think that I am 
-entitled to justice in connection with this 
matter. I claim that, when this item occurs 
in the vote for " Miscellaneous Services,'' I 
have as much right to discuss that particular 
item as I have to discuss any other portion 
-of the " Miscellaneous " vote. So long as 
I do not bring personalities into the matter 
I am quite in order. You might as well say 
that I have no right to di,cuss certain matters 
.appertaining to the different Ministers--

The CHAIRMAN: I am not going to 
tolerate a lecture from the hon. gentleman. 
The hon. gentleman can justify his protest 
by moving the omission of the item. but I 
am certainly not going to allow criticism of 
the appointment. · 

Mr. MORGAN: Then you are curtailing 
the lil:,crtics of hon. members. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I ask the hon. 
gentleman to withdraw that statement. 

Mr MORGAN: In deference to vour 
request I do so, but I wish to point out 'that 
prcviou., occupants of your honourable posi­
tion have said that Parlirtmcnt is supreme, 
and that anvthing done by this House is 
above a:J other matters, the Standing Orders 
included. In connection with this vote, I 
intend to ask the Committee to protest ag·ainst 
what I consider to be a curtailment of the 
privileges of this Committee and against the 
expenditure of this specific sum of monev 
which, in my opinion, is not justifiable. I 

have much pleasure in moving the omission 
of the item. 

The CHAIRMAN: The question is-
" That the item ' Allowance to the Lieu­

tenant-Governor, .£950,' be omitted from 
the vote." 

Those in favour say "Aye," on the contrary 
"No"; I think the "Noes" have it. 

Mr. MORGAN: Divide ! 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): Now that the 
amendment has been disposed of I want to 
make a few remarks on the main vote and to 
reply to the remarks of the hon. member for 
~VIm·illa. The manner in which this question 
has been raised is one of the most disgraceful 
incidents fn the historv of this Chamber. It 
is an insult to His M~jesty the King--

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : I rise to a point 
of order. Is the Secretary for Agriculture 
in order in discussing the main vote when 
you have not put the amendment to the 
Committee? 

'I'he CHAIRMAN: I distinctly declared 
that the " Noes" had it, and nobody called 
"Divide[" 

Mr. MORGAN: I called " Divide!" in a very 
loud voice. 

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member 
called "Divide!" I did not hear hrm 

Mr. CoRSER: The hon. member for 
Murilla called "Divide." 

~1r. MORGAJ'oi: I notified you when I was 
speaking that I intended to diYide the 
Committ<>e, and I called " Divide !" 

The CHAIRMAN : If the hon. member 
call0d "Divide!" all I can sav is that I did 
not hear him. I would ask the hon. member 
in futuro to call distinctly. I heard him say 
sonwthing, but I did not hear the word 
"Divide!" 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I have no hesi­
tation in ·saying that four hon. members 
sitting around here distinct!:- !ward the hon. 
member for Murilla say "lliYide !" 

OPPOSITION ME1IBERS : Ilear. hear! 
Question-That the item ''Allowance to 

the Lieutenar,t-Governor, £950 " (JI r. 
Jioru"n's amendment) be omitted-put; and 
the Committee diYided :-

Mr. Barnes, G. P. 
Brand 
Clayton 
Corser 
Costello 
Deacon 
Edwards 
Ke!so 
Kerr 

AYE:s, 17. 
Mr. King 
, Logan 
, Maxwell 
., Morgan 

Kott 
, Swayne 
, Taylor 

Vowlcs 

Tellers: Mr. Brand and l\lr. De11c n. 

Mr. Barber 
Bertram 
Bu!Pock 
Carter 
Collins 

, Cooper, F. A. 
Cooper, \V. 
Dnnstan 
Folt'Y 
Gild ay 
GilliPs 
Gledson 
B;vnes 
,Tones 
Land 

:XoE~, :w 
Mr. Larcombe 

Lloyd 
}1 rCorrnack 

, McLachlan 
31ullan 
Payne 
Pease 
Hy11n 
Smith 
Rtopford 
Weir 
,,~ilson 

\Yinstanley 
Wright 

Tellers: Mr. Du stan and ~1r Foley. 

PAIR. 

A~·e-:\Tr. PetriP. \'n-:\!1·. Polloek. 
Resolved in the negative. 

Mr. Collins.] 
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Mr. KING (Logan): I would like to make 
a personal explanation. Early in the week 
the Secretary for Public Iustruction came 
across to th1s side of the House and entered 
into conversation with the hon. membe-r for 
Enoggera and myself. Ho said that he was 
leaving Brisbane and would be away from 
the House for some days, and asked whether, 
i£ there were any divisions, there would be 
any difficulty in arranging a •· pair." We 
assured him there would be no difficulty 
whatever. The matter entirely slipped my 
memory uutil imJHediately before the 
division which has just been taken. I would 
have loft the Chamber but it was too late, 
and I take the earliest opportunity of making 
this explanation. 

Ho:-<OUHABLE JYlEo!BERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Joncs, l'uddinuton): 'I'hcre is an item 
in this vote--" Expenses of British £n1pirc 
Exhibition, £10,000." Evidently the hon. 
1nember for Toowong, who spoke on a pre­
vious vote in conncc:tr<Jn with this 1natter, is 
under the impression that this £10,000 is 
required for a delegation to visit Great 
Britain at the time of the Britieh Empir .. ' 
Exhibition. I want to assure the hon. mcm· 
her and tho Committee that that is not so. 
The amount of £10,000 is Quecnsl<wd's quot.a 
towards tho general fund contributed to by 
th~ Co.mnonwcalth Government and the 
various :::,'tate Governments of Australia, and, 
as hon. Incn1bcrs are a\vare, 1he Cornmon­
wealth Government are providing the sum of 
£115.000 and the States £85,000 on a populft. 
tion basie. 'This amouut of £10.000 is the 
amount required to be paid to the general 
fund by this State for this year; our quota 
amounts to somet.hing like £11.000 odd. 
There arc other amounts required for the 
l~xhibition in connection with incidental 
expenditure. The hon. member for Toowong 
abo Sltld that 1t would be a pubCic scandal if 
the S crctary for Miucs. 1\lr. Hobel't Jovc<• 
(the commercial representative appointet!'lJv 
this G(JVC'r!l!llCnt), and ihe rrrade Conlmi;­
sioncr (Mr ..... .\.ustin), \YC're allowed to tro to 
England to reprPsPnt Queensland at" the 
Briti::;h En1pire Exhibition. 

Mr. MAXWELL: With all the retinue. 

The SECRETARY FOR :I\iliNES: If tho 
hon. member cousidors it a scandal to have 
a representative [or Queensland at the 
British Empire Exhibition then the !'rime 
JYlinistor of the Cocmnmn;~alth, :\Ir. Brucc. 
is equally guilty of perpetrating that 
scandal. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Two wrongs do not make 
>a right. Ho is not on these Estimates. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\II:\i'ES: The 
Prime Minister has addressed a lt'ttor to 
all the Premiers of the States, includin'" our 
own Premier, asking that Queensland "shall 
be adequately repro<cnted at the British 
Empire Exhibition. How can the hon. 
member reconcile his statement with that 
letter? I can defend mv elf in this House 
against an attack bv the' hon member but 
I want to say that to rnv ;nind thc~·o is 
nothing more co1acrnptible' on the part of 
any momber-I do not care on what side he 
is-than attacking a public officer who is not 
here to defend himself-__ 

[4 p.m.] 

Mr. MAXWELL: I did not attack a public 
officer. 

[Mr. King. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR l\HNES: Or any 
person who is giving his services, as Mr~ 
Robert Joycc is, gratis to Queensland and 
the Commonwealth as commercial repre3en­
tative to this Exhibition. 

Mr. EDWARDS: You stooped to a lot 
moaner than that in Nanango. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: I never 
mentiom:d the hon. member s nam'! on any 
platform, because I ·did not think he was 
worth it. (Laughter.) I can conduct my 
campaign without mentioning rny opponents.' 
IHLll1CS. 

Mr. EDWARDS: That is not true. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\11::\ES: The· 
only thing I did was to reply to . he hon. 
member's statement that I came to Padding­
ton and promised the electors thoro cheap 
butter. I had not spoken in Paddington 
wholl the hon. member said that. I repeat 
1 hat I am quite capable of defending myself 
against the hon. member for Toowong or 
any other hon. member of the Opposition; 
but the gentlemen on whose behalf I speak 
are my colleagues on tho Empire Exhibition 
commission, and \Yho, I say, are doing invalu­
able service to Queensland. I would be loss. 
tha·1 a man if I allowed the hon. member's 
statements to go unchallenged ot without put­
ting up smne def0nco of men \Yho arc more­
capable llum he of defending themselves, but. 
have not the privilege of this House to do so. 
I regret that the hon. member has used the 
privilege of Parliament to attack them. 

Mr. M.\XWELL: I did not attack them. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR :\liNES: The 
hon. member said there was a scandal. I 
want the Committee to know that no scandal 
is ascociat"rl with the British Empire 
Exhibition that we know of. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Tnowong): I rise to '" 
poim of order. 1s the ban. gentleman i'n 
order in saying that I attacked tlwso men 
when I have already stated that I <lid not? 

The SEcRETARY FOR MIXES: You said it was 
a public scandal. 

The CHAIRMAN : If the hon. membm· 
for Toowong denies 1ho statement. the hon. 
gentleman must accept his doni~tl. 

The SECRETARY FOR ME\ES: I do 
not know that I can accept it, but I am quite· 
willing to allow tho incident to close. 

The CHAIRMAN: Do I undontand the 
hon. gentleman to say that he will not accept 
the hon. member's denial? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
not declining personally to accept the denial. 
I accent the denial if it is parliamcn' ary to 
do so, and with that allow the incident to 
close. The money placed on the Estiml1tes 
for this purpose can be well spent. and I am 
satisfied that the Committee will be wise to· 
approve of the expenditure of the sum of 
£10,000 this year. 'The total expc•ndituro by 
Queensland will be in the vicinity of £20.000. 
I believe that the money will be well spent 
in the interests and the advertisement of 
Australia; and I cannot conceive of any 
reasonable pcr·on attacking such a movement 
as the British Empire Exhibition, because 
the benefit to Quecnsla.,d and Australia must 
be in11nense. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Will the Queensland exhibits. 
be paid for out of tho general fund? 

The SECRETARY FOR l\HNES: No. 
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Mr. ?.JAXWELL (1'oowong): On the pre­
vious occa~ion when the yo, e was being dis­
cussed I had occasion to criticise some 
remarks that were made with reference to 
a certain statcmeut I was supposed to have 
made on the floor of this Houoo. I made the 
position perfectly clear. The hon. gentleman, 
hov;;ever, has associated rne \\-ith a per~onal 
reference 1 o the rncn on the Uonunis,:,ion. I 
did not attempt to make it a personal matter. 
I said that a principle was involved, and I 
went into details with reference to the Agent­
General. 

Mr. COLLINS: You said it was a scandal. 

Mr. :\IAX\VELL: Of course, I did. 

Mr. CARTER: You denied it just now. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I did no I. I said that. 
if a retinue \nts going home to the old 
country foe such a purpose, it was nothing 
short of a scancht! in face of the fact that "e 
had a man on the other side to do th~ work 
and in face of the other fact that :he Premier 
was going l1ome. I a~ked for certain infor­
mation. and on the last occasion the Premier 
gave it to me. I want to say here and now. 
as I said before, that it was not a personal 
thing with me, bu1 a matter of principle. 
IrrospcctiYe of what the ::\linistor or any of 
his friends on the other side mav say I 
have ft duty to perform on behaff of 'the 
people who put m<' here. and whenever I 
think n1oncy is going to be spent in a certain 
way I shall raise my .-oice against it. 

Mr CORSER (Burnr it): I no'ice in the 
vote an amount for ih" expenses of the 
Royal Commi,sion on prickly-pear. I notice 
on pag-e 24 of the report of the Commission 
the following statement:-

" \Ve have taken evidence from bio­
logical anJ entornological E''Cperts, and 
we have inspected the work of the insec·s 
in the laboratories of the Board. as well 
as the work of certain insects which have 
bc0n liberated in various parts of Queens­
land.'' 

During lhe inquiries of tho Commission some 
rather harsh things were said by members 
of the Commission on the actions of an 
individual who was the importer and propa­
gator of an insect called "Dactvlopius 
tomcnto~us,': 'vhich prcn1i:-:es so much as a 
~cans for eradicating prickly-pear. I would 
hke to rdcr to the information given by 
members of the Commission through a Minis­
tor of the Crown. Since tlwt criticism the 
Minister has prc.-en· eel the further distribu­
tion of this particular cochineal insect. 

Mr. HAmLEY: I thought so. Probably it 
is now eating cabbages instead of prickly­
pear. 

Mr. CORSER: flaYing known of its 
importa~ion f\yo years before its liberation, 
and havmg gone thoroughly into this m a. ter, 
I can say that Quee!lsland owes to Mr. 
Ten,ple Clerk " debt of gratitude which 
would not be liquidated even if we did our 
duty in a monetary way. 

HoNOURABLE lVIE)!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. CORSER: It has been claimed by 
certain seicnticts-not entomologisl s-that 
this insect has been accompanied by an 
enemy. a mealy bug·, which promise' to 
eradicate it in this State. As against that 
statement we had published in 1ho Press a 
letter from Mr. Walter Froggatt, the Govern­
ment Entomologist of Kcw South \Vales, in 

which he claims that this mealy bug is the 
common mealy bug. He says-

" The common mealy bug ladybird 
(Cryptohemus montrousieri), a native of 
Au,traiia, is fou;,d all over the waxm 
parts of the coastal districts of New 
t>outh Wales, from the Sydney Botanic 
Gardens to Cape York, and even goes 
inla,nd." 

Yet Mr. Temple Clerk was accused by certain 
members of the Commission of having 
imported, not only the cochineal insect, but 
also this particular ladybird, which, it was 
hold, would be likely to destroy the useful­
ness of the cochineal insect. 

Against that information we have the letter 
from J\Ir. vYalter Frogga,t, Government 
Entomologi"t for New South Wales, showing 
that this particular insect existed in New 
Suuth Wales and c;ueonsland from the 
Botanic Gardens in Sj.·dney to Cape Y ark. 

Hon .. J. G. APPEL: Y cars and years ago. 

Mr. CORSER: There is the evidence of 
Mr Tryon, our own Entornoligst and Vege­
table Pathologist, who is attached to the 
Queeusland Department of Agriculture. I 
think that in 18~6 he \\-rote a description of 
this particular ladybird as frequenting the 
coushl districts of Queens! and and being, 
as ho puts it, the friend of all orchardists, 
agricu lturisto_,, and n1arkct gardeners, in 
that it destro;; s all kinds of aphis and 
any amount of trouble that plant life has to 
CJ:dure. Yet, whilst we have the evidence 
in this State, and whil t we have it from 
Mr. Froggatt. that this ladybird existed in 
Australia, it was claimed by one member 
of the CorrnTJission, \vho \va;:; a chemist, that 
Mr Temple Clerk was guilty of the very 
Br·rious crime of importing a cochineal insect 
which is infested by a varasitc. \Vhen Mr. 
Temple Clork~a benefactor to this State--­
imported those insects. they were subjected 
to the most rigid cxamina tion by the ento­
molog-ists connected with the Customs 
Department. They were later placed by Mr. 
Trvon in the hands of Mr. Froggatt and Dr. 
liarvoy Johnston. If the coc·hineal insect. 
wbirh has done and IS domg such good 
work in the Burnctt and Dulacca ·districts, 
\vas accompanied by a dangerous parasite_. 
how was it that Dr. Harvey Johnston, after 
havino- them for two voars, could nCJt find 
any 1~arasite associated with them? How 
was it that aft,;r two and a-half years lYir. 
Frog-o-att was able to nroclaim th•m clean? 
How his it that this in.sect. which has been 
in mv 'Possession since May, 1~21. _is cle:;n, 
and how is it that the nnrsenes m whiC'h 
this insect was first liberated. are clean to­
dav of all parasites? I would challeng-e the 
m~rnbc•rs of the Commission or anyone else 
who -did not take the trouble to sec those 
nurseries to find any paraeitn exi~ting ·with 
these insect·.. We have that dangerous state­
ment made ag·ainst an old man who has 
nnlv the Press to !l;O to to defend himself 
ag-ainst eurh a statement. The Minister of 
the, Crown. innocent as he was of toe nature 
of the cha rgo that he was asked to . make 
agninst :Mr Cleric was a,kcd to sign a 
r•0rtain docnment. At the same tirn0 a warn­
ing- went out whic)l was very .unfair. an~ it 
will take some time to rectify-a terrible 
blnndN. Howcycr. time -scorns to be telling, 
nnd of all the benefits that the Commission 
hn vc been able to find. and of all the possi­
bilities of clearing the pear that exist to-day, 
thero is nothing on the horizon that can 

}fr. Corser.] 
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approach the possibilities of these particular 
cochineal insects imported by Mr. ·Clerk. 
Ten years before the importation of this 
insect Mr. Clerk sent samplos of the Gayn­
dah pear and the Darling Downs pear to 
America. Ten years later he imported, not 
from laymen but from scientists in America, 
th1e; cochineal insect. He imported it from 
people who had the opportunity of knowing 
whether it was affected by any parasite. 
He imported this insect clean. He cared 
for it, and ·distributed it to three or four 
people throughout the State, and to-day 
just occasionally we do get some idea of the 
strides that it has made. The report con­
cerning the insects under~ Mr. Cullifor·d's 
care at Dulacca published in the Sydney 
"Daily Telegraph" prior to its being avail­
able to Bny Queensland paper shows the 
grc>lt prospects of this insect and its possi­
bilities, and the great work that Mr. Culli­
ford is carrying out at Dulacca, but the 
renort omitted to say that that insect is the 
same insect which was imported by Mr. 
Clerk and wae. secured from the same 
nursery that has distributed insects to other 
people. It did admit and mention that this 
imect 'in the West was not accompamcd by 
any parasite at all. The Commission found 
that Htis insect in the \Vest was not accom­
panied by any parasite, and that goes to 
r;rov<e that it was €roe from any parasite 
and the district was free from the parasite, 
and it was quite possible that the nurseries 
on the coast were clean also. If these gentle­
men to whom I refer had taken the trouble 
in fairness to Mr. Clerk, they would have 
found the nurseries are clean to-day. 

'The SECRETARY FOR MINES: How arc the 
insects doing to-·day? 

Mr. CORSER: They are doing very well, 
and have levelled some of the highest pear 
to the ground. For over two and a-half 
vcars I have cared for them in the Bm·nctt 
It is no use speaking too ;Joon on these 
matters, but at the same time I must say 
thqt when they >Yere first placed in mv care 
they had not previously touched any Opuntia 
stricta pear. There was no i'nsect in the 
world at that time known to attack it. 
To-day the insects have become acclimatised. 
Tw•) and a-half :years ago five or six insects 
were placed out, bur now, with a two minutes' 
view, you could say that there were millions 
there. They have been distributed to several 
pJr,ces throughout the Burnett, and there 
are many other •peonle who want thf'm. 
The shire councils and the other authorities 
want some of the insects to keep operations 
gomg. To-day we are debarred from dis­
tributing the inserts, yet at the same time 
the nurseries are there to be inspected, and 
it will be found that thev are clean. We 
are .debarred from distributing the insects 
ber:Jll~f' iho Mini:<tcr has warned everyone 
against di,tributing these insects because 'they 
are carrying parasites. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Did you read 
what Professor Steele said? 

Mr. CORSER: That is the troublE'. It is 
Professor Steelc's staterrwnt that I object to. 
His criticism as a chemist has been abso­
lutely denied bv Mr. Froggatt, who is the 
New South Wal<'s Entomologist. Since Mr. 
Frog-gatt has ·bowled out Professor Steele's 
statenwnt. and since the truth can be shown, 
the Minioter should-he has not yet done so 
-free those who have charge of these 

[Mr. Corser. 

nurseries and enable them to carry on the 
distribution of these insects. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: What bccomee 
of the parasite when the pear is cleared? 

Mr. CORSER: When we clear our mil­
lions of acres of pear with this cochineal 
insect, the same thing will happen as hap­
pened to them when they finished the 
Opuntia monacantha pear in the North. 
The first cochineal insect imported was in 
charge of Dr. Jean White at Dulacca. 
\Vhen the insect finished the Opuntia. mona­
cantha pear in that district it wiped itself 
out. That is the natural resuit throughout 
the world. That seems to be the natural 
result with this variety of cochineal insect. 
H attacks no other plant life. It does not 
eat, but it seems to poison th~ little foo.d 
that it .derives from the pear Itself. It IS 

only in justification of Mr. Temple Clerk's 
efforts that I have touched on the Import­
ance of the work that that gentleman is 
carrying out. Professor Steele's references 
to ::YJ:r. Clerk were very cutting·, and I hope 
that the professor will put the matter right 
before long. The professor stated that the 
experimental stations at Sherwood and other 
pi aces are breeding the purebred cochineal 
insect-whatever he means by " purebred 
cochineal insect." In connection with the 
scientific station at \Vestwood. where the 
Government insects we1·e, the Rockhampton 
"Bulletin" of 14th October, 1922, stated-

" "Cnfortunately, the cochineal la~er 
developed what appeflrcd to be a specieS 
of its native parasite, and as the mtro­
duction of such a natural enemy t<J the 
cochineal in Australia would be certain 
to have fatal results, the entire consign­
ment of cochineal insects was promptly 
destroyod by Mr. Alexander." 

Mr. Alexander is in charge of that institu­
tion. 

He promptly destroyed the whole of. the 
Goyernmont's consignment of cochineal 
insects because there was a .danger~us 
para£ite thereon ! It was not the pa.rasi~e 
known as the Australian ladybird which IS 

supposed to be attached to Mr. Temple 
ClNk's insects. \Vhat d1d these people do 
to replenish their stocks? As stated by the 
newspaper I am quoting from-

" However, Mr. Temple Clerk had 
some time ago conducted expenments 
with a species of cochineal in~ect, and, 
as there were patches of pnckly-pear 
inoculated with it in the \V est wood dis­
trict, portion of this infected pear was 
used to inoculate a clump at the statwn 
of Mr. Alexander." 

That was the Government station. Pro­
fessor Ste('le claimed that we must wait 
for a purebred cochineal. but we have evi­
dence here that the cochineal propagated 
at \V<·stwoo·d is the cochineal insect that 
Mr. Temple Clerk imported. What more 
evidence do we want of the erroneous 
and dangerous statement to the State made 
by Professor Steele which might have 
brought about the destruction of the whole 
of the cochineal insects introduced by Mr. 
Clerk if the latter gentleman had not had a 
few friends. 111-. Tcmnle CleTk introduced 
the insects himself and paid for them out 
of his own pocket. He finally had to sell a 
few paintings in order to go to Sydney to 
look after his interests. After he has found 
the cochineal insect to be more successful 
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-than all our scientists have proved we shall 
not allow him to be "downed'' and condemned 
bv some people in authority who made no 
attempt to help to. see him thro~gh. I am 
quite sure that. th1s gentleman 1s W?rkmg 
on verv sound lines and has the baclnng of 
the best entomologists. EYidence can be 
produced that he has not introduced any­
thing but what has been free of the paras1te; 
and the parasite which he is said to have 
introduced already exists in Australia, and 
in the past has been a fri~nd to the farm~r 
and producer because 1t attacks theu 
.aphides and other parasites that exist in tJ:e 
orchard. I am glad that Mr. Temple Clerk s 
-cochineal insects have not been destroyed. 
I await the time when we shall not be 
•·eo-a·rded as criminals for distributing them 
an"'d when tl,e Minister will free those who 
control the nurseries on behalf of Mr. 
Temple Clerk, and give them an oppor­
tunity further to distribute th? insects. to 
applicants and they are receJvmg applica-­
tions in 'hundreds. The insects in these 
nurseries have been shown to be clean and 
freo of the parasite complained of. \Vhen 
the Minister grants this permission he will 
-enable those in charge of the nurseries to 
carry on the good work initiated by Mr. 
·Temple Clerk, and I am sure it will redound 
to the credit of Mr. Temple Clerk and the 
State. 'fhat is mv reason for making refer­
<ence to this small' but important side-line of 
Mr. Temple Clerk's work. It is a fairly long 
story, and the day may not be long distant 
when we shall make .i\ih. Temple Clerk a 
financial acknowledgment of his work. which 
has been done free of cost to the State. I 
am sure that every settler and pear man in 
Queensland will agree that he is entitled 
to some such acknowledgment. 

OPPOSITION 11EMBER:3: Hear, hear! 

Mr. CORSER: It would not be expecting 
too great a consideration. to ask for per­
mission to sell these particular cochineal 
insects· in the interests of :Y}r. Temple Clerk. 
Where Mr. Temple Clerk has distributed 
them he has placed no conditions on the 
sale, and at Dulacca he has asked that they 
be sold for the benefit of little children that 
he has named. At tho nursery on my pro­
perty at W etheron, Professor Guthrie 
inspected the insects from the outs1de and 
was then good enough to look at them from 
the inside. That gentleman was able to say 
whether the nurseries were free from the 
mealy bug 1 hat Professor Steele and others 
say was imported by Mr. Temple Cleric 
These insects have been known to :Mr. Tryon, 
Government Entomologist and Vegetable 
Pathologist, for n1any years past. 

Mr. :V10RGAN (Jiurilla): I wish to 
endorse all the rema-rks made bv the" hon. 
mc'11bcr for Bm·nett. I have "had these 
cochineal insects for the past two years, and 
I think I am the second largest grower of 
them at the present time. These insects 
were got by mo from the nursery of Mr. 
'I'e,nplc Clerk through the hon. member for 
Bmr.ett I establi,hd them in my own 
distr'ct on my O\vn place. I brought down 
to Brisbane a sample of the prickly-pear 
that they had attacked. Profeswr Steelo 
examined the sample with the aid of a 
microscope, a.nd he could not find any sign 
of the mealy bug. I subsequently sent this 
Eampl\) on to the Bureau of Science that 
was oetablishcd by the Commonwealth 

Government. They have had the leaf for 
;ome time, but they have not discovered any­
thing on the specimen. 'l'he specimen I 
brought down to Professor Steele was not 
from the nursery but came from the paddock 
out in the open, and had been in the pad­
dock for some considerable time. The hon. 
member for Burnett wrote to me a few 
months ago and inquired whether I had dis­
covered any parasite. I wrote back and 
said I had not. I used to examine my 
nursery daily to see if tho insects had beon 
attacked by the parasite complained of. I 
had them out in the scrub, and I found that 
they still continued to increase enormously 
in numbers and to do exceptionally good 
work. I do think tho Government should 
recognise the services of Mr. Temple Clerk. 
Ho is a very old gentleman now, and we 
all know his circumstances. The Government 
should recognise the good work he has done 
for Queensland. I do not agree with the 
opinion of some people that the cochineal 
insect is ultimately going to destroy the 
whole of the pear in Queensland. I want 
to know moro about it before I am prepared 
to go that length. I do not want to raise 
the hopes of people by saying that 1 believe 
the cochineal insect will destroy the whole of 
the pear in Queensland, although it is doing 
good work. I am convinced that the 
cochineal insect will prove the salvation of 
Queensland from a prickly-pear point of 
view. \Ve have had the report of the 
Prickly-pear Commission, and I think it is a 
splendid one. The Commission itas done 
exceptionally good work. I would like to 
know if the Government, before this session 
closes, intend to introduce a Bill founded on 
that report. I have gone over it very care­
fully, and, though I do not say I agree 
with every word of it, I do agree with the 
bulk of it. I hope the Government will not 
pigeon-hole that report, as has been done 
"ith similar reports time after time. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I give 
you my assurance now that it will not be 
pigeon-holed. 

Mr. MORGAN: I am very pleased to 
have that assurance. If the report is adopted 
and legislation founded on it is introduced, 
it will do an immense amount of good. 
Many of the things recommended by the 
Commission have been adYocated by me yoar 
in and year out. The report recommends 
that the Commission should be an indepnn­
den:: body directly responsible to Parlia­
ment. I hope that recommendation will be 
embodied in any legislation introduced. I 
also hope that the Commission will not be 
interfered with by party poli ics and that 
it will be responsible to J:'arliament only. 
It is there for the purpose of doing the 
work of destroying the prickly-pear grow­
ing on our lands in Queensland. The pear 
will never be destroyed by party politics. I 
content mvself with those remarks, because 
at a later date, when the Minister inLtvJuces 
the measure he hinted at, I shall be able to 
discuss the matter fully. 

But I could not allow this opportunity to 
go without congratulating the Prickly -pear 
Commission on its report. H is now up to 
the Government to prove whether they ir:tcnd 
to make the work of the Commission effective 
or. to allow it to go by the board. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide llay): The matter 
I wish to speak on is in connection with 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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"Achcrtisin(l" th<• Slate." I noti<"' thi<t the 
vote this year has bccu increased Ly £1.000. 
I do not thi11k <lny hon. IneJnbur will dain1 
t.l1at this rnoncy is iwlng expcndcJ in thP rno\'3t 
[t.fivantagco·~s way in aJvL•rti:3in!.{ lhl' Sirth•. 
R~tthcr than see it expended i11 conJJt..•dion 
with advc,··...,isl·lncnh; aud the cirrnla1i<~r. of 
papers and f;'iYing £400 to ptilolic:itv ]Jcople 
for \Vriting to n1agaziiJc:l on the ot11~'r side 
of the world. T think that we could C''l"'nd 
it m a m11ch Letter wav in Australi 1. A 
0110 who vi'-:tcd ihP Soutl1rc•rcn1lv w1th oil'cr 
rncmbprs of the Country llfl rt·y j i·1 ronnce:i ion 
'':ith t.he ~ugnr indu::-try~1he Sl•crctarv for 
Agriculture was with us-I can assure hon. 
n1en1hcrs t}!at the Uovern~neut would b · y ~"Y 
wi~o jn ~pcl:(~ing thi~ rrtone:v tl11wn So11lh in 
~1dvcrti~ing Q11ecnsL-tnd. \Ye should r·dnc1to 
the SonthcTn rcop]e io the ncces~it-y of dnit:g 
5(Jmetl:ing to ]1l'('..;eryc the sngn r ind11~tr ·. 
They set'rtl to Le ignorant down thr.•rc of thu 
e:-..tonsivc )r:..~ln-t.r:v thai Wl~ h<lYL' in Qurr'n:-:;­
lc:;.n.d r~nrl ]JO\V ihai illdnstr .. is \\T.lDlH~cl up 
with tho \V hi tL' A uotra lia [hllic:;. 

In connection with advertisin:.~ th.r' Stnte 
within the Statu I do not think we could ,.:·t 
a boti(~r auyc.·tiscrncnt for Quec·llsland th:n1 
wt: got at the recent H,oyal 2\~tio~!al Agri­
C'Hltural SlHn\ in Brisbane. Vi:-;itor~ to that 
f!how S<-lW t\YO exliibit.;;;~-ouc• front 'Vest .'\·or(~­
b•n and onu. from Wide Da.':. Tho'c <'xhib'h 
Ctn·cr0d not oni, prirna~·y IJrodnct~ lH1· 
tnanufacture.-.:, and I thi1 k they went a gor d 
Wi:t.Y toiYar'b giviug vi-.jtors a Ln-.Jm· :lJi,~ 
irnprr s.ion ns to i11e in1portan('c~ of tl1L' Sti'lte. 
I atn confident that t!wv "\vent a"\Yav irn­
pru!'~ed "\Vith the idea th~tt \VC' nrc n~oYing 
iu tho right dirc·ctic.n. I \Votdd Jikr_' to S(·O 

sn!Yto rcC'Og11jtlon given to the peopJe rcsJ,on­
hiblc for p•·cp:~ring tho::;e exhibit<. They 
gavo their tinH~ nnd tnone.Y to ihe \\Ork and 
rn:u1P a succC'ci:-3 of it. I shou;cl like to sco 
Ow f;o,-cfllil:JC'nt give tt-.tcnl 80tnc mont'tnry 
a:-.f'ip,tiuJCc fil· a future duic to cnahle tlH.'ltl to 
~~ring t\JgctJv'r an C'Yen finer exhibit th:tn 
they tlid on ihi"3 occasion. 

l1Ir. HAHTLEY (Fitzroy): I intend in say 
.a few word~ un tho qnt'stion of priddy·p rll'. 

They will Lo practica!J y on th, ea !llC ii ''"' 
as I baYo ;-,pt,kC'n prc-viDusly, and I ,vill keep 
r.n rcpeati;zg thern unti! at last I'.J~lll'bo:ly 
\Vlll tako uotic.u and perhaps sornc1hing" will 
be done. I did not think nmch of the rnport 
of the Hoval Cummis;;ion. I do net sn.v th :t 
T have rciHI rt cardullv. hut I did 1101 .. 1hink 
much o£ it a.ftcr a pP;·u.al of th<· [H'rsonnd 
of the Commis .. ion. I notice that tiH"Y have 
prnccc.dcd on dw sarru:~ old linos. rcco:nmr:nd­
i"P-' poisons nnd all that sort of thing. There 
lJetS nevc'r yet been auy big advance ma·dc 
with all their JJOisot!s and cxpc-rimC'ni~. If 
\Ye ar·2 going to contint1C to gPt m0n froru 
~.ho Univcr:.ity to try and c•radicnte onr 
f,tickiy·poar, I think we shall have Qn:'L'J•sla"d 
covered with the pest before sn li':fwtory 
rrogrcss is tnade. Thai ls D1.V idL·a of Un!YCJ'­
~ity nrof( ~~·ors. On a sC'icntific tn~ttr·r I 
h1ight tnko their opinion, but c 'rtainl.\ not 
on anything -of a prncticrd uat urc. I notice 
i hat the Hoya..l C'ommi .... ,ion ha vc pa.,scd on r 
in t1vo pardgraphs sornething by which somr.~ 
cl~llnitc proc;r.:es might be n.ccompli,!J .. d. T''''Y 
tell us what anv man in the street could ha'le 
told them, and .. what we know when the first 
convicts ca.n1e here fro:-11 Ne\v ~outh \raics. 
They sny that th·Te arc l.>YO mechanical 
rncthocls of cradira.ti!•g pear. one by cutting 
anci stacking and Lurning, and thP ot.h'.'r by 
r.~eans of cru.;hing by heavy rollcr.s or other­
wise. I arn going to toll hon. :nentber~· of 

[JJ,fr. Clayton. 

n.:wther rrwtlwd. which I have spoken of 
Ldore l.nd ''ill do so again. Il 1s the product 
of ;;n ordin>~ry working blncbmilh. ;\·ho ha· .. 
ckvotcd sovon or eight years of his ]if· to iry 
ard perfect tho machinery and sati:"lfactoril.~ 
~et out th~ f'Gar, and he has achieved a great 
Fleasul'e of f.ucccss. lie has had no eJlcour­
ug-(~mcllt frcn1 the GoYcrnnwni or priv~tte 
c<•terpriso. I refer to 1Tr. IV. V. ::\Iorrisc:v. 
at present a re·ident of Toowoomba.. HL · 
g "'"c a demonstration with his rnachinc show­
ing that the !War could Le taken out by the 
roots, ground inio a dust, and th1'01Yll out 
behind. 

:;fr. MoRUAN: Not into a dust. but a pulp. 

Mr. HAHTLEY: \V ell. practicall: .... a '""" .. 
clnst. T.hc result is of snch a. natur2 that the 
pear ncTC'r g,~nnlnates again. La11d that has 
lwcn cleared by 11lL ans of thi-, rnnchinG' 
rr)1nains ch·n.red. ~Ir. 1Iortiscv g.n e :L 

demotHtratiDn to the (;o,·crnm,;rlt "t tho 
rr·qucst of :VIr. Siopford and rn: self 'cmnc· 
Yt·~us back, anJ he clt ~red a ~trip of a 
;ruarh'r of an acre, at Dul acca. It wn' hen vily 
nlfestcd \Yith pear, anJ he noli\' tP1b uJe-I 
hnvo not Ll1 CTI 1l1erc to sc'C the country) but 
1 tako bis "\Vonl~·that ihat strip is cleat" 
ln-rla~·. He h'"l to g-iYc up ruukinv furihor 
('\:nerirnPut.-: with dl(' n1achinc bcf'r..m:o.r.' he 
foi.nd it too co,tlv. but he has t.hc l!Htchinc 
1, .rtly buil1 up to'-d<1y. IIe want~ c~qJitn.l to 
c~•lT-..:,T ou. In the meantin1e lw ha ':i b~t:n 1York­
il1g 'Ou a su1aller rnachine thut is ca1,aLlC' Df 
clc·aring n11 acro of hca.,-iJ,y infcdcd country 
h nav. If he has a rnac.hinc that can dear an 
dCre" of Pravily infe..:tcd pear co1mtry 
a. duy. I think he can ov~rcorne th'--'- lJL'St a 
r;c\od ·deal C'bca per than can nny high-tonecr 
Cni.-crsity pl'Ofessor. My adyicc to tho Sec­
l'Pt .uv for Agriculture and Stock aud to the 
b,~ r~i0n ,,,ha' arc always talking about p~i­
,-a to c•n(crprise is to get in touch with :1>1r. 
~lorri~ev <d1tl 'subscribe enovgh ca~1ita.l to 
lmild a~ de1ncmstration n1achinc bigg-er than 
ti1c one he is ut prpsent using to el0ar an 
ucro a day. "l~ou will not have to 1Ya1t, l:J sPo 
"hothor 'insect' will .do the work, a' this 
rn:tchir,c will don1onstrato its effiricncy oe 
nthenvise in a. couple of hours. If it is ·:nc­
('es.::ful, let the investors who han.'\ ~o n1urh 
rrro11cv spend that rnoncy to bny n1ore· 
rn~~.chines ai:d lease Hwm ont. It 1,ynqld be 
a good paying proposition. lf it vas not 
stwce,sful, tlwy would b,, compensated bv the 
lhnught that we learn from faiimy If the 
G•.Jvernmcnt, on the rL'CfJrllDll:ncl~l tlnn of t}1J~ Home S· .. ct'ctal'j', myself. and oth•·ri'. Ol':ci 

lhink it worth while to specuhte £10.000 m 
demonstrating \vhethcr a. n1achino can be 
bnilt to clc,ar the major portion of t.ho· 
1I!festccl cotn1try, they ,,·onld L0 dClillg an 
excellent sc:;ice to Quccl'.sland. In m:v 
opinion, tho soundest, choap<,st, and best 
Jnethud of t~rudic<!ting pear i~ by Incehruncal 
dPviccs, and not by any humbug on the part 
of scientifrc find unpracrical 1ncn. 

Mr. \\'RI UHT (JJulim h't): I feel it. my 
cl.Lt.t'· t1:is afternoon, after hearing tho Uisens­
S~( rl that has taken nlacc in cc:ni:,·etion with 
the Empire Exhibiti~n voir. to sot on record 
my opinion. I do this. as I ''-as a Yisitor to• 
tl10 Fnlnco-.British Exhibition \rhich \V 1s h0ld 
in London in 1908-9. As a visitor (o that 
Exhibition, I can realise io the full, a<; any 
r.·.te to a n;uch bctt,•r extent than the hon. 
DlCIIlber for rroo\c:Ong, the opportunity .t~at 
Queens1and anci Australi·t have of adv0r11s1ng" 
tl.rough the medium of an Empire Exbi_bj .. 
ti~n, and of showing t.hc people of the Brtllsh 
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l~mpire wbtt the people of Amiralia ra.n 
<trcomplish in the way of hnd sl'ttkiYICllt 
aud production fron1 the soil. 

It was an eve-opener to thousands-perhaps 
I would lw more correct if I said millicns­
<Jf British subjects who '"' ont through the Aus­
tralian anncxu; at the Franco-nri1ish Exhibi­
tion and mw the wonderful display of pro­
duce, fruits, 1nincrcd~, etc., that wm.; (~xhibitcd 
thor0. I hope the Govcrnnwnt will not stint 
·J,hemsclYf'S as to the expcnsr-. I \Yas Ycry 
disappointed at the speech of the hon. mem­
ber for 'roo\vong, and I ran only attribute his 
remarks io the fact that hP is ignorant of 
the execllcnt opportunity affor-ded by this 
exhibition to advNtisc our State. It is not 
so nccPssarv to adYf'ri isc QtH'L'nsland jn AllS­
tralia, but it is absolutt~lv ncccsMtl'V to ndvt'r­
tisc Qucemland in G rc.at Brita ii1. In the 
"Southern States there is still pcentv of land 
available for all the people in th~se States 
who vvi.sh to go on the land. Should Queens­
land fully av-ail hcrsdf of th~ opportunity 
that J1rN2nts itself at this British Empire 
Exhib'tion, much good in the wav of en­
couragillg the right class of imn1ig1:ants can 
be done. I am sathliNl that we ai'O [;Otting 
quite a number of immjgrants into Queensland 
of the \Hong kind. vYe want mc•n who have 
had expNic•nce in general farming. and we 
aro not getting those men to the extent that 
we should. If the Secretarv fm :\lines deems 
it nceesf'ary to go lo Loud~n and also to take 
several Quc•onsland officers, I do Hot think the 
Oppo::~itiot; haYc anything to sneer or cavil 
at. It ·.crll bP money well spent. I am of 
the opinion expressed by the hon. member 
for Er,oggera. who said that a few thf'usands 
spent in sending reprcscntatiYcs from Qaeons­
land to the Empire Exhibition would do no 
harm. I believe it would do a vast amount 
of good. I hope that our Government and 
th: people of .Australia in general will grasp 
thrs opportumty wrth lnth hands, and will 
soe to it that Australia has an exhibit worthv 
<Of the name of Australia. .After all is said 
and done. it is a British Empire Exhibition, 
.and to a great extmrt Qucens:and and the 
other Australian StatPs will be ontnin.r into 
<:ompctition with the other Dominions ~f the 
British Empire. 

Mr. KELSO: We are not objecting to 
Queemland boing adequately represented at 
the Exhibition. 

Mr. WRIGHT: The hon. member for Too­
wong said something &bout it being a scandal 
to send the g·entlemen we arc sendino- from 
Queensland. . I say it is necc~sarv t~ send 
them, and I hope the Government' will send 
them, because I realise that by having live 
representatives there who a.ro able to give 
direct information and lruthfcd information 
much good is going to be done. It ill becomes 
;rnv member of thh House to talk lightly or 
talk choap:y. or to cavil at an expenditure 
of this nature. 

Mr. T.\YLOR (Windsor): The few remarks 
that I intend to make will be directed to 
the prickly-pear problem which confronts us 
at the present time. The hon. member for 
Fitzrov mcnti01wd a machine ·that has been 
invented bv lYlr. Morriscy. and in the sc>cond 
cditioP of to-du:y's '' TPlcgraph" there 
appears the report of all interview vvith Mr 
Moniscy in connection with ibis machine: 
1 do not know anything about ihe man, but 
I lnlo\v Inventor~ arf' Yf'ry uptimistic men. 
He so.ys it is the third machine he has 
invented. and. no doubt, when he invented 
his firct machine, he thought he had a perfect 

machine. However. it is only right that he 
f:hould. g·r:t every as"istancc. aR it ls only by 
a contnmi!y of effort in ihc direction in which 
ho hrH been working for some ,. ·ars that a 
man is lik0J,,- to accomplish an\·thing. He 
says he has brought a machine up from the 
So•rth and he and his son have lwPn working 
vnth rt for :-ears. and tho remarkable part of 
the statement in the "TolPgraph" is that he 
cleared pear in Dnlaccrt in 1917. and he says 
tlwt the acre aud a-half he eioared then is 
still clear of pear. If that is so it is ccrtainlv 
worthy of consideration. and oven if the 
money is lost. w•2 shall have learned some­
thing from the failnre. It is somethino- that 
t.lw Govcrnn1cnt n1ight \YcJl consider./::> Mr. 
Monisey. in the interview. said that he can 
clear land for £5 an acr<'. whidr he estimates 
would co,t £10 i o c+·n r by poison. I do Hot 
kno\\· whether tho,;o figure . are right or not, 
bat 1f \Yf' n.rc 1Z'Olllg to ('leu r the pear lands, 
we shall hav-e to gPt out of our heads rirrht 
away _ihat we arc going to clear it at anything 
lrko i he v-alue of the land. \Vo sha:J have to 
he prPpnred to pay more than the value of 
the land per acre if we arc goiug to be 
mccc-sful. The dirr\Ct gain that vyiJl come 
to the Stnt .' bv increased produc·tion through 
the land bcmg pui to profitable u'o will more 
~flan comyeusatc for any mont',Y that we spcnU 
In. clParmg the pear. The report of the 
Pnckl:: -pear Commission bears out the state­
ment about. the tronwndous inroad.o that pear 
IS malnng m Queensland at the present time. 
The report states that it is increasing at the 
rate of from 1. 400 acres to 2.000 acres a day. 
A statPmc_nt lrke that is most alarming, and 
the. questJon has to be tackled as · a big 
national problf'rn if we arc going to con1bat 
or checkmate the pear. Various Governments 
~1ave offc:red rewards for clearing pear land. 
l\Iy ow.r rdea of clearing pear land is that you 
wdl have to do it by clo.<er settlement. The 
Gov-crmncnt should make a gift of the land 
to stro~g, healthy young men-it is a young 
mftn's ]Oh and not an old man's jo~J-and be 
prepared to pay from 30s. to £2 an acre 
for the clearing of the pear land. and the 
payment of that amount should be spread 
over a term of years. Bv that. I moan that 
if a man takes· up 500 ~cres of prickly-pea~ 
coLmtry and we agree to pay him £2 an acre 
for cloarin<; ii'. if he clears the whole 500 acres 
m the first year. instead of paying him £1,000 
straight awav he should receive 2s. 6d. an 
acre for < ''""' ; ng tho 500 acres in the first 
year .. and _2'. _6d. an acre the following year, 
]Hov-rde·d It u kept clear of pear. There 
should be a condition that he shall occupy 
the land for not less than ten or twelve years, 
and the payment for clearing the pPar should 
be sprc;,d over the full term of his occupancy. 

2\:Ir. Du:.rsrAK: Some of the land is not 
worth 10s. an acre when it is cleared. 

. Mr. TA YLOR: Quite possibly some of it 
rs no~ worth 10s. an acre. but any quantity 
of 1t rs worth more than 10s. an acre. and up 
to the present we . ha vo not dis~overcd any 
prolttable commercral use for pncldy-pear. 

Mr. MORGAN: And never will. 

Mr. TAYLOH: vVe ncYer will, because so 
much of the content of the pear is simply 
rrwi&ture. 

i\.Ir. CLAYTOX: Eighty pet· cent. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I hope that the rcmar·ks 
of the hon. member for Fit7rov with regard 
to l\lr. ~'\Torrisoy will rcceiYo ~COYJ:;;idcra't.ion. 
I do not know :Mr. Morrisey, but after the 

lJlr. Taylor.] 
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hon. member spoke I happened to drop 
across the interview wiih ::\1r. Morrisev re­
pm·ted in to-day's "TelPgTaph." I think 
that a man who has devoted ypars of enorgv 
to try and im·ent a machine to accomplish 
what hP thinks it 'vill accornplish should 
have "Ome rrssistance and encouragement 
from tlw St-·tc-. (Hortr, hear!) 

Question put and passed. 

DEP.\RTli!E!-1T OF AGR!CVLTURE A!-1D STOCK. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SlWRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
A'\D STOCK (Hon. W. N. Gillice, E:acham): 
I hog to move-

" That £91,382 he granted for ' Chief 
Office.'" 

The amount required thie year is £11.032 in 
excess of last year's approjlriation. Of this 
jncreaf;O Chief Office salaries art' responsible 
for £3,032. the principal eau'e ·of the 
inrroaso L('ing t.hat provision has been n1ade 
for a number of additional positions, 118 
ofRcers h~ ving to be provided for as against 
109 last yt•ar. Fifteen nc\v positions have 
bee10 crc•atcd and six aboJi,hcd, sho,ving a 
not i:lCrease of nine for the year. 

To copP with the increase in the work of 
the dcrw rtmout it was found necessary to 
appoint five additional junior clerks and 
two extra typists. The other new positions 
cn'atcd arc one AssiFtant Instructor in Fruit 
Culture at Hockhampton, a Fruit Packing 
Instructor, nn Instructor in Pig Raising, 
three exi ra Fic•ld Assistants, ono extra Ento­
mologist. nnd an Inspector under the Fm·tili­
S0l'S Act, the Pure Seeds Act. ann tht' Stock 
Foods Act. The positions \vhieh have lapsed 
include two Instn1ctors in AgriculLure 
(cotto·1) for which J1!'ovision was made on 
last .VP ~r's F~tin1ate-:., but the positions were 
not !Wed. The reason the,,· were allowed to 
L:p~e tYas hccau~o we \Yer'O ,,:aiting for our 
Cotion .\dviser to arrive. 

Mr. T.\YLOR: When is he likely to be 
here? 

The s;'CRET~\RY FOR AGRICGLTVRE 
A:\D STOCK: He is hl'l'e now. The lapsed 
po· itlon-: a J:. .. o include one Assistant :Entmno­
logist, since promoted to the rank cf Entomo­
log-i,t: one Assistant Inspector under the 
Pure ScL·ds Act, since promoted to the rank 
of I nsp"ctor ; one cadet since appointed as 
a clnk, m a king one of the five extra clerks, 
and one Experinnntalist. l\Ir. \ViJ!iams has 
been appointed Instructor in Fruit Culture 
and Experin1cntalist. Sala,ry clas~i5cation 
increnscs arc provided for all officers in 
re~pt)ct nf s~dR.rics Hot cxc0cding £400 per 
fllllHlm. ihc tot1l amounting to £1.377. The 
£3 000 tl<>cluctPcl from lho sulurv vote as 
chn qrc l to Trmt Funds is for "work per­
fc rnwrl en br half of those funds b' officers 
in IIcnd Office, \'.ho~e total snJ.lries are 
ddtitcd fullv to the Consolidated Renmue. 
'Ihe charge 'is made thus-

D; '"" scs in Stock and Brands 
Fund £2.400 

Rct!ulat:on of Sug:~r Cane 
Prices Act 600 

£3,000 
The votC' fer "\\-ages, Travr11ing Expcns:s." 
ctr. ~hcfws a reduction of £qso. \vhich reduc~ 
tio·1 ha> !wen made on the• La-is of the pre­
vious yca1·'s expenditure. The votP for the 
" Departmental Library" is also £100 less, 

[Jlr. Taylor. 

and thP "Queensland Ag-ricultural .Journal." 
tbe "Bnrsaries at the QueRnsland Agricul­
tural Hig-h School." and "Colleg-e" votes 
are the same as last vear. Railwav fares 
and freirrhts, etc.. ha\·o !wen reduced bv 
£700. The "Ai!ricnltmal Instruction, D,;. 
monstration. >tnd Field and Experimental 
Plot" Yotn remains thP same, while the vote 
for "Instruction in Cotton Cultivation" has 
been increased by £3.250. Provision has 
been m<tde under this Yote for the appoint­
ment of a Cotton Classer. I might mention 
that the Cotton Cl"sser arrived a few days 
ago. 

Mr. MoRGAX: ·what will be his duties? 

The SECRETARY FOR ACRICULTURE 
AXD STOCK: I will explain his duties 
later on. Provision is also made for a 
Coiton Entomologist. and oi her proposed· 
appointments in come'luence of the exten­
sion of operations in connection with the 
cotton indu~try, particnJarl:v in relation to 
the supervision of farming operations and to 
the· establishment of seed plots for bulk 
SUJlplies of approved seed. The vote for 
" Fruit Instruction, DcmonstrabonJ ,, etc., 
shows nn incr0ase of £200. The Yote for 
" Establishment of Demonstrrrtion Plot at 
1\fnlgelnio" is £400 less than b1st ,.,,nr. Two 
new plots haYe been commenc0d, one at 
1\J onal Creek in the Burnett district at an· 
ostima terl cost of £2.900, n nd th0 other at 
1\Ielton, in the Callide Valley at £2,800. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Are those cotton plots? 

'I'hc Sl~CRF:'I'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: Cotton and mixed agricul­
ture. These two plots wPro really started 
at the n'ouest of the Deparimcnt of Public 
Lands. The departmeJJt wi,hes to c!C'mon­
sh·ate what the land in the Burnett and 
Callidc Valleys is suitable for. and it was 
thought desirable to establish ihese cxperi­
nwnt plots. I am not cPrtain what the areas 
are, but I will give the information later 
on. ThC'y arP not largo areas, i.e .. not on 
the scale of State farms Jt is nccessarv to 
clear and plough them ann plant Cl:Ops. 
The provision made for the Council of Agri­
culture is £1,000 more than last year. 

Mr. CLAYTON (H'idc JJrzp): I would like 
to say a few words on this .-ote. I always 
look on the Agricultural vote in an agt;i­
cultural country like Quocnslancl as one 
of the utmost importance. I am very 
pleased on this occasion to s0c such a 
large increase in the vote. \Yhon wo com­
pare the votP for this vear 'rith the votes 
pro.-ious to 1920, wo see· that there has been 
an cnorn1ous incrcasP. I vPntnre to sav that 
a great deal of the credit for the incre.ase in 
tho vote and in the activities of the depart­
ment is duo to the faci that the Countrv 
party is in the House looking after thE, 
interests of the primary prr_,ducers. 

PrPvious to th~:..~ ptt=-'Scnt Government com­
ing- into powpr, the Department of Agricul­
ture and Stock was not tho important 
rlPpnrtmPnt it is io-duy, and I again repeat 
that, although the Conntry party arc not in 
powt~r, thc:v art'~ nsing- on f'I10l'fnmts nmount 
of inflnrnce \Yith the Gover'lment to see 
that better conditions are brought about for 
thr: prirnary producers. 

1\lr. CoSTELLO: The Co,·ernment do not 
licien to them always, though. 

1\fr. CLA YTO'\': \Ve ,,-ant 1o go further. 
\Vc not only want to see instructors appointed 
and assistance g-iven to primary producers, 
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but we want the Department of Agriculture. 
through the Council of Agriculture, to do 
•omething to imvrove the markets, so that 
the primary producers. will get a fair 
return for the many hours which they and 
their families have to work to make a living. 
When you compare the income of the man 
on the land with that of the man in the 
city, you ·.vill find that the man on the land 
is very much underpaid. r venture to say 
that those who are engaged in the dairy 
ir.dustry arc not making ls. an hour for the 
many hcurs they are working to make a 
living. Unfortunately the dairy farmers of 
Qu0cnsland-I ltno" that they regret it 
exceedingly-have had to approach the 
Government for relief. It is a strange thing 
that the Government have had to turn round 
and say that the £30.000 which was set down 
for relief has been exhausted. When members 
of the Conntry party approached the 
Minister the other dav. he said that some 
p<>oplo had not treated 'the department fairly 
in connection \vith that vote. I venture to 
say that e,·ery dairy farmer in Queensland 
who h>ts been through a droug-ht·stricken 
period was quite justified in going to the 
department for any relief he could get. Any 
person who has been to the department for 
relief without JUstification for doing oo 5hculd 
be dealt with according to law. I have 
hcar·d of instances of men going to the 
department for relief who were not dairying 
at all but who were in po,"session of race­
horses, and ~hese men and hotel·keepcrs 
han: got relief. whilc dairy farmers who 
were suffering from the drought and had 
thei•· cattle on relief country and had oa:·ned 
no income for a long time, were victimised 
brecause of these persons taking advantag•' 
of the dPpartnJGnt in connection with tnis 
rehef vote. 

I say it is a shame, and it is only right 
that the Minister should see that r'clief is 
extended to these unfortunate people. If I 
were in possession of a large amount of 
capital and dairy farmers were trying to keep 
their stock alive, do you not think that it 
would be foolish if, just at the time when 

the}· should be kept alive so that 
[5 p.m.] they might produce an income in 

the near future, I cut off relief 
from them? Would it not be foolish for me 
to do that at the most critical period? I 
appeal to the Ministe1· to extend relief to 
thm·c farmers, who arc in ·dire necessity. As 
I sa id when I was in his office, he can get 
from the dairy factories returns showing the 
incomes of the farmers, and I Yenture to say 
that he will find in many inctances that, 
although the farmers were suppliers to the 
factories for many months, they haYe not been 
suppliers latterly because of tho drought, that 
thcr have not been in reccipt of any income, 
and that they have had to take awav their 
stock to relief pastures so that whe'n rain 
comes-which we sincerely hope will be soon­
they will b0 able to get a living from them, I 
am sorry that the relief vote has been cut 
out, and I hopo the ::\finister will do some­
thing to replenish iL \Ve have heard mcm· 
bcrs on the other side talking about the 
prospcrih of the farmers; but, in answer to 
a que.tion this afternoon. we heard that the 
Gonrnmcnt hnd had to import 1,000 tons of 
fodder fro'11 the other States to feed their 
stock. That is an indication of the scrions­
ne"' of the po~ition in which the farmers 
find themselves at present. 

Now I come to the vote of £4,000 for 
"Fruit Instruction." I think that the Go· 

vernmont are wise in having instructors in 
fruit culture, but they should not only instruct 
farmers about areas they have already under 
fruit but shoul·d go a bit further and instruct 
them as to the suitability of the soil they 
hold for fruit so that, if it should be found 
suitable for those crops, farmers may engage 
in that industry. Many farmers are not 
aware of the suitability for thc'se crops of the 
land they own, and, consequently, have used 
it for the cultivation of other crops which 
haYe not been successfuL The instructor, by 
analysis of the soil, could tell them what it 
was suitable for. In my electorate there are 
vast areas of land along Tinana Creek which 
arc at present used for general cultivation 
purposes, but which, if placed under fruit, 
would give a very fine return, Right in the 
midst of the land I have mentioned, a man 
started an orchard, which now is a testimony 
to the suitability of the soil for that purpose 
and a credit to the man who left his home, 
as it were, and went out there to how down 
the forest trees for fruit cultivation. As. 
proof of what I say, I can refer hon, members 
to the "Queensland Agricultural Journal,". 
where they will see photographs of the very 
fine fruit trees on this land and the fruit 
they produce. I think the fruit instructor" 
would be well advised to go out into this dis· 
trict and instruct the people who are now 
in possession of the land, but who are not 
making use of it, as to its snitability for 
fruit or otherwise. I shall bo very pleased 
to take an instructor out and 'how him the 
land in the district, so that he can impart 
the necesasry information, 

I notice an item of £3,000 for " Agricul­
tural Instruction, Demonstration Field and 
Experimental Plot Work." . M~ny fa~mcrs 
wh'? are going in for agriculture are buying 
!hCir f!Xpcrience very dearly, and I think this 
1tem 1s a good one, because it will enable 
the farmers to get expert instruction, and 
the Government are in a better position than 
the farmers to go in for experimental work. 
It is to be hoped that plots will be started 
in different districts. I hold that it will not 
be wise for the Government to select the very 
best land in a district, hocause in many cases 
the best land will grow almost anything. The 
Government should take an average soil and 
demonstrate there, so that the .people can see· 
what the typical soil of the ·district is capable 
of producing. Not long ago I was at the 
Sugar Experiment Station at Bundaborg and 
I saw it proved e<molusively that vou ea~ us& 
too much lime on your soil. We who were 
there saw about three rows of cane treated 
with lime at the rate of 3 tons to the 
acre, other rows treated at the rate of 2' 
tons to the acre, and other rows treated at 
the rate of 1 ton to the acre, and it was 
shown conclusively that the rows treated with 
1 ton of lime to the acre were givng the· 
best results. I .mention that particulady, 
becanse I have m my electorate a farmer 
not far from Maryborough who put in about 
10 acres of plant cane. In his ignorance he· 
went in extensively for liming, distributing 
it along the furrows, with the rcsu:t that all 
the goodness of the soil was exhausted, and 
the unfortunate farmer will be without a crop. 
If the departmental officers gave instruction 
in the use of fertilisers and similar thin"'s 
they would be working in the right directi;n: 

I notice that only three dairy herd testers 
are employed by the department, at a cost 
of £855 It is most essential that the farmer 
should be educated in the matter of herd: 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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testing. \Vo all know-the Minister knows 
perfectly well-that we have a great number 
of infcrwr dairy Pattle in Queensland. The 
unfortunate farmer has not the information 
necessary to enable him to cull his herd, but 
the dairy herd tester can teach him which 
cow~ arc producing revenue and which are 
what are comrnonly known as "culls" or 
" boarders." If those testers were allowed to 
go through the dairying ,districts more fro· 
quently-and it is the duty of the farmers 
through their association" or individually to 
apply for their services-it would be of enor­
mous benefit to the dairying industry. It is 
useless for them to go during the dry periods, 
when the cows arc producing practically noth­
ing, and, therefore, it is es·,ontial that the 
Government should inc:'caso the number of 
testers so that during the milking or Hush 
period the>· may be able to do all they can 
for th0 dairy farmer. And while the testers 
-arc in a district it would be a good thing 
for them to hold classes at which they could 
instruct tho farmers in the testing of m ilk 
and cream. Sometimes they stay in a dis­
trict a week or a fortnight. so that there 
would be sufficient time, and I hope the 
Minister will move in that direction. Sueh a 
course woul,d implant a lot of knowledge in 
the dair.; farmers who, later on, could get 
their own testers and use them without the 
nid of the Government officer. A system iike 
that wou:d be the mean •. of doing a great 
deal to improve dairy cattle in Queensland. 
Even under the present system, after the 
dairy herd tester has been iu a ,district, the 
farmers can look into the matter of culling 
J;hci r herds themselves. 

I know as a dairy farmer rh t wi•oll I 
lwve had mv cm's tc,ted. it does 11'>1 lake mo 
,-cry long to get rid of those that han• not 
been profitable. I have a.lways taken action 
immediately to deal with the matter. As 
I said on the Address in Reply, m.any of om 
<.1airy farmers are overstocked. lf WC' could 
got the herd testers lo improve the herds on 
tl1o holdings they would not be oversto0ked, 
because poo;ibly the farnlf'r would be able to 
rret just as good an income from half the 
~mmber of cow' as he is getting wnv, and he 
would be in a position to ca.rry the sn,aller 
herd through drought periods. In a good 
many insbnees, owing to the low sto0k 
market, the people arc holding their 'tock in 
anticip::ttion of a rise in the 1narket, con"e­
quentb- the holdings arc ovcrstackod and 
people" arc forced to take their cattle to relief 
c0untry. There is a groat deal of relief 
country in my district. l refer p.nocularly 
to the 'Iinana Creek district. Thc~c i< a big 
al·ea of reliet countrv there. I sinct;re:v 
hope that the Secretary for Publi eLands wiil 
m•~ allow any individual to take up that 
la•1d or utilise it for an;v purpose othPr than 
for reliof purposes. A man approa.chf'd me 
the other day and suggested th,lt he should 
take up a pi00e of land in tha; di,trict. but 
I immediate!:; turned him down and I am 
n>ry pl~asod to say that the dcputmcnt al-o 
-turned him down, becauee it is essential that 
that land should be kept for relief ]Jurposcs 
(lnly. If you went out to that are<J to-c1av, 
v"l.~ would find thousand,, of hea•l qf cotllc· 
ihere that could not possibly have be(,n saved 
if they had not been, taken to that relief 
country. 

Another matter of coneiderflblo <Wno~->:Jwo 
io dairymen is the method of i~-;ninp: pcr:ni:.s. 
If a dairy fanner \Vants to move a bectst at 
itrty dire-ction \vhatover o_n Ll GnYcrnlJlPDt 
road, ho me<st geL a permit. It seems very 

[M1·. Clayton. 

hard that these peoj,lc should be• cc,mpf'llod 
tu go long u!stanccs to find stock i spcr·tors 
lu is:Suc vcn11its. This applieE in conn,·!_tion 
w1th bking cattle to dips or relief :om,tr-:. 
I think the Minister would be wi.'0 ii' he 
anthor.ised the police to issue perrnlts to El Lo"'­
dairy fanners to take their stock bhnrt dis­
t:.Jnces. 'l_1hnL would go a lotH{ -wav to.Ynrds 
rmnoving the incoun_'llicuco tllat aO\v cxi.'3t~, 
a!ld I do "ot thltlk that it \HJnlci intodcro 
with the administration of the department in 
nny way. For insta.nce, there 1night bo a 
C<cttle sale at Croydon Junction, IlicUI' "'lary­
L,,rough. Tho stock inspector may bo 
ongngod in ouLide country districts. It is 
his dut,. to go out into these country di-tncts 
nr1d not sit in his offlcP. If a per-on pur­
C'hascd any stock at tb.r·H sale and wanted to 
rt'lTIOV<' th[tt stock, lw won]d iirst ha.vo to go 
into Maryborcmgh :noel get a permit from an 
inspector. Ho wonlcl also have t-o get a 
permit from !he police or the Tral!ic DepMt· 
ment to take the stock out of the towmbip. 
I ~·ould sugq;cst that as these sales are <1cin•r­
tised, a police officer should be sent out to 
t~w sales with po\VCr to issue pcn.nits for 
stuck to trand, and to issm• permib for the 
rt•moval of the stock out of tho traffic: area. 
I notice that there js provi~ion for a s;dar~' 
of £405 for tlw Chief lns11'11c!or of D<~ir,·iug. 
J do not thit•k the Chief ] nctructor is get t.ing 
tl1o salary ihnt ho :::houlcl nx.:oive, c.:)nsidf'r­
ing that the dairying indu:-3tr.v is one _of the 
!Lost important in Q1wcnsland. In no•;· of 
that fact, I think we should hav., tho very 
best man th.11 we call obtain. 

ThP SECH~IAHY FOR AGRfCl.LTLHE: HP ic• a 
good man. 

Mr. CLAYTON : I wrmld like to sec an 
irr.provcment in the quality of our procluco. 
T am sure that. when bon. rncmb'T' read the 
trade report and quotation of prices relating 
to our dairy produce on 1 he London market, 
they arc not. proud of the fact that our pncos 
arc gcnNally the lowest. Something should 
be done to improve the quality of our pro­
duce so that, instead of being the lowest. we 
should at lea,;t be on a par with New Zoa­
~and. I think the 11:inif'tcr \von1d b·~ wise 
if he allowed the Chief Instructor of Dairy­
ing to visit the Southern States-if he has not 
already done so-and soe what is being done 
there, and then slip across to New Zealand, 
and see the system that they have adopted 
there. I 1 hink that the trip would be educa­
tional, and it would go a long ''ay towards 
enabling Queensland producers to turn out 
a better article than they are doing now. 

I notice that the vote for the Council of 
Agriculture is a very larg~ ono. The far'?ers 
in my electorate arc ge'tmg very 1mp"twnt. 
because they cannot sec the rnsults from the 
Council of Agriculture which they antici­
pated. I always imprc,s Qpon them that 
they should give it a trial. I am not gomg 
to turn down the Council of Agricul ure; I 
say to my electors "C:ivc. it a trial.'' S'till 
they are not as enthusJastJC as they 1vere. I 
venture to sav that the Minister will have an 
enormous amount of trouble keeping the 
farmers together if he allows any political 
interference with the Council of Agriculture. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Hoar, 
hear! 

Mr. CLAYTON: I would impress upon the 
hon. gentleman the necessity of keeping away 
from that Council all matters savouring of 
political interference. , . . 

Mr, 13cLCOOK: Yet you ask th'>t pohacal 
qucsti.ons be referred to the Council. 
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Mr. CLAYTON: The Council is circulating 
a paper called " The l'roduccr," and it is 
stated at the hea-d that the guaranteed circu­
lation is 20,000 copies. I think that the Coun­
dl of Agriculture or the editor of that paper 
-could considerably improve its contents. It 
is not a popular paper by any means in my 
district. I under~tand that many copies have 
been returned bee a use they were not required. 
I know in mv district :c case of whc•rc five 
copies are gol'ng into one home. 

:Mr. CoR> ER: The same applies in the 
Burnctt. 

2\ir. C'LAY'TON: Xo doubt. When the 
scheme vas fir .t launclwd ever'" mcmb~r of 
a family who was eligible joined up with thi:• 
tnuvemeJJt. 1\ow -wo find :fise copic:-: going 
into 0110 hom(~. \Ve kno1v, and the farmers 
should know, that "'The Producer" is print d 
in the "Daily Standard " newspaper office. 
I undt' 1-·~ta .. nd ihat the farmers are going to 
Le calh•d upon to pay 2s. 6d. pc>r annll'n as 
sufl.scriptio11 to "The Produc•:r." In thP c1se 
'"here fiyc c•pics HTC going into th0. ono l;o.nf-~ 
the farmer ·,Ill be called upon to ptty 12s. 6cl. 
per annum for the paper. I hope that the 
Council of Agriculture will improve the 
p<ipcr, -~o that it will be bencficcal to the 
producers. I notice at the present time tb<Jt 
<CI!e-third of it consisi3 of advC'i'ti"3ClllC'ri1~. 
If a private firm was conducting th·d pepr•r, 
and it contr;.iucd one-third ac1sertisc·rnPnt~. 
it would be possible to distribute nw napcr 
free of cost n.1nongst thl' producers. I ~in­
cerely hope that the Minister will move in 
the rnatter of improving the paper, b,·c_"u~n 
tl·en it will be much more acceptable to pri­
rnary producers. I also hope that he \vill do 
everything in his power during the f'omjng­
v:_'ar to. see t b:tt the priruary p.rodnC'Cf:-, are 
1•laced m a di~Ierent position from wh:1t tlwv 
nre in at tne prc,ent time. I hop" the 
Minister will do everything possibl<> tu m:tend 
relief to tho'e mcn who arc down and out. 
The farmers would not approach the Minister 
unless thro lgh dire necessitv. unfortunatclv 
the·.· have had to approach him at the prcsen't 
time, and it is only right that he should do 
something to assist them. 

Mr. CORSER (Ihtrnctt) : I would like to 
make some referencc to a case which has 
-excite-d some incerest in my district for some 
time with regard to the death of stud dairy 
-cattle. It 1s natural that it is also causing 
'Constornatlon to the owner and is causing a 
certain amount of uneasiness in the dis· rict. 
I understand the first beast died in the first 
week of July, and on last Saturday week the 
two last boast~ died. Up to the prescnt time 
twenty-_four pedigree Jersey dairy ea.· tle 
havo d1ed. No other cattle in that district 
are infected with any di-.ease that can be 
connected with the trouble. The death of 
·the first boast was reported to the depart­
·ment, and the stomach contents were 
despatched to the head office. Since then 
some of the paunches of the other beasts 
that have died have also been sent to the 
depar:ment, but still death after death has 
occurred among this valuable dairy herd, 
until at the present time it appears that cattle 
valued to the extent of £500 ha vc boon lost 
to this individual and the -district in general. 
A cere a in amount of prickly-pear was found 
in the stomach of the first beast that died. 
On personal investigation, I found that the 
pear discovered in the stomach wac. picked 
Ot1t and placed there. Admittedly there was 
pear in the stom::c.h of that animal together 
·w1th large quantities of arsenic, but all the 
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other beasts that have died have been found 
to be free from pear when examined. After 
a period of some few weeks the unfortunate 
owner rises in the morning to find that two 
or three more of his stud beasts have died. 
Thev include beasts which have been hand­
fed." The pear on his farm is only injected, 
and they have no evidence of the injected 
pear poiGoning the stock. Robort-.. 's poison 
is used on the farm, and thoro is no evidence 
that those stock were eating the pear. Yet 
the district is troubled to that extent. The 
" Gayndah Gazette" of the 7th September 
stated-

" .ls far back as the fir.,t week in June 
]'.fr. C. H. A. Grovell, of Lingley J er .. ay 
Stud Farm, situated at Byrnostown. 
suffered the lo3S of several dairy cows, 
cam .. c>d through death an;uncl which 
mystery was attached. A period of three 
months has since elapsed, during which 
time the number of deaths increased to 
twenty-four. The ln.st death was recorded 
on Saturday la$t. But, strange as it may 
appear, the mystery surrounding the 
deaths still continues, much to the loss of 
Jl.fr. Grevell, whose loss in pounds ster­
ling must have been in the vicinity of 
£500. The matter has been in the hands 
of the Department of Agriculture and 
Stock during that period, and, as will he 
seen from the letter appearing below. 
the department, without solving the 
mystery, is inclined to wash its hands of 
the businoes, which course, it will be 
generally admitted, is not in the be•-t 
interests, not only of Mr. Grevell. but 
of the public genf'rally. Mr. Grevell 
makes no secret of the fact that he 
considers the department could have 
rendered him more assistance in his hour 
of difficulties, and, from the evidence at 
our dtsposaf, wo are inclined to think 
Mr. Grevell has cause for complaint on 
this score.'' 

I am bringing this matter under the notice 
of the Minister. because I think it is one 
that should be cleared up. In the interests 
of stud brooder., thoro should bo a very 
strong, determined endeavour on the part of 
the Minister to unravel this mystery to the 
satisfaction of all concerned. It is not the 
first instance we have had of lassos in ea ttle 
in certain districts surrounding which there 
is a certain amount of mvstorv. but a. solution 
seems i o be possible. "The· paper goes on 
to say-

" From present appearances, it. appears 
as if Mr. Grovell's valuable herd is to 
be completely wiped out, and yet no one 
seems capable of coming to his assist­
ance by solving the mystery. If the fault 
lav at Mr. Grovell's own door through 
tho careless use of arsenic, surely the 
position could be made plain to him. 
On the other ha!ld, if foul play is at 
work, it is thc department's duty to 
come to Mr. Grevell's assistance. The 
uncertain position existing is causing 
consternation locally." 

The paper claims that the last communication 
received from the Sock Department was 
from tho Chief Inspector of Stock, Mr. Cory, 
and it is as follows:-

" With reference to the recent visit of 
Veterinary Surgeon McGowan to your 
property for the purpose of investigating 
the cause of death in cattle, I have to 
inform you that the officer referred to 

JJlr. Corser.] 



1074 Supply. [ ASSEMBL Y.l . -
F11pply. 

had advised that he proceeded to your 
farm in company with Police Sergeant 
Holden and Stock Inspector Pusey, where 
he found a Jersey bull calf three and 
a-half months old lying dead in the 
paddock in which the prickly-pear had 
been poisoned. A post-mortem examina­
tion revealed gastro-enteritis. It is 
understood that you have not followed 
the advice given by Inspector Pusey, and 
removed your stock to another paddock, 
as no other paddock is available. The 
veterinary surgeon also reports that a 
barrel of arsenic w3is kept in close 
proximity to the shed in which a quantity 
of hay was store-d. an-d possibly some of 
the arsenic could have got into the 
~adder on a windy day. The sample of 
mgosta and walls of ~tomach obtained bv 
the veterinary surgeon and forwarde-d 
to the Agricultural Chemist revealed, on 
exa1nination, arsenic in apparently large 
quantities. It seems useless to make 
further tests in this connection, as the 
deaths of the cattle arc undoubtedlv due 
to arsenical poisoning. Enclosed "here­
with is a leaflet giving particulars in 
caso of arsenical poisoning.n 

This gentleman 'ees his cattle grazing around 
him at night, and in the morning he wakes 
to find them dead. A formula for dealing 
with cases of arsenical poisoning would be 
of no avail. The'e losses have been investi­
gated, and it has been proved that no pear 
in the locality has beJ?n eaten. If the pear 
was injected with Robcrts's pear poison, it 
would not produce large quantities of arsenic 
in the stomachs of the beasts. Some of them 
were little calves fi ,·e months old, which 
would not eat pear. 'The article further 
states-

" \Vith reference to the non-removal 
of stock. Mr. Grevell said he and manv 
others who examined the dead cattle and 
also he paddocks could see no reason for 
their removal, as prickly-pear was found 
in only one of the twentv-four dead 
animals and no indication w~s preseT:t of 
poiso"led pear having been disturbed. 
With regard to the barrel of arsenic in 
the shed. Mr. Grevell said this has been 
in the shed for three years and has been 
opened but twice. As proof that the hay 
is not affected with poison"-

It was supposed to have been possible, in the 
case of the barrel being opened, by the wind 
blowing some of the arsenic on to the 
fodder-

" Mr. Grevcll said he has for some time 
been feeding a cow and a horse on it and 
both are ve.ry much alive." 

'The only beasts that have come in contact 
with that hay are his very best cow and 
horse, which he feeds daily from this hay, 
and they are both alive. Those two reasons 
are given by the department as a solution 
of the mystery, and they finalise the position 
up to the prPsent so far as the department 
is concerned, but they do not seem to be 
based on too much fact. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is there 
no suggestion of foul play. 

Mr. CORSER: I would not like to sav 
anything in that regard. I am only talking 
of what I have heard of the beasts. 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT"CRE: There is 
a good deal of mystery about it. 

[Mr. Uorser. 

Mr. CORSER: I do not mind the mystery 
so much, but the two reasons given by the· 
department as the possible causes of the 
deaths seem to be exploded by facts. The 
hay is not poisoned, and has not up to the 
present poisoned the two beasts that have 
been fe-d on it; and the suggestion that the 
deaths were due to the eating of the injected 
pear in the paddock seems to be exploded 
by the fact that there are large quantities of 
aroenic in the stoma eh, that the pear has not 
been disturbed, and that pear has been found 
in the stomach of on! v one beast. Thts 
injected pear is lying in a heap crumpled 
up with prickles, showing that it is not tJ:e 
Downs Opunt.ia incrmis pear, but the. Opuntia 
striata variety. 'l'he presence of prickles as 
numerous as those on the back of a porcu­
pine would cause the beasts not to touch it 
with their lips. 

At 5.30 p.m., 
Mt·. DuNSTAN (Gympie), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. CORSER: I am bringing the matter 
forward showing that these two theories are 
absolutely exploded. It is to be hoped that 
something will be done to try and get a 
solution-

" There are now twenty-four dead, one 
of which was worth 50 guineas. The 
beast won fourteen shDw championships 
and the Jubi:eo Cup of tho Darling 
Downs. The cow also won at Brisbane." 

I read that to show the class of cattle that 
this gentleman has been losing. 

It further states-
" It mav be useless for the department 

to make further tests "-

That is, with regard to the pres0nce of 
arsenic in the stomach-

" but it would be to the department's, 
credit if it were to continue its invc,tiga­
tions. It is to the Department of Agri­
culture and Stock that stockowner& 
rightlv look to help them out of such 
serious positions as that in which Mr. 
Grovel! finds himself, and no effort 
should be spared by the department to 
clear the matte-r up." 

It is to be sincerely hoped that, in the 
interests of stock owners in the Ste. t0 and 
of this particular gentleman, the l\:Fni6ter 
will try to find the reason for thes·' occur­
rences. I am suro the l\1inister will agree 
that if these statements can be borne out 
by facts, it is not sufficient for the depart­
n1ent to rest content with the reasons given, 
but that they should investigate> furthor in 
the hope of trying to find out just what is 
the reason. They may discover something 
that will enable this g-entleman to save the 
balance of his stock and that may probably 
be of use to other stockowncrs in the State. 
'l'he cattle in question are valuabie, and 
naturally, if there is any suspicion of foul 
play, it is all the more essential in the 
interests of the people of the district tha.t 
the matter should be investigated to ease 
their minds in that direction. Some of them 
have spoken to me in rega-rd to the subject, 
and thev are most anxious that the matter 
should be cleared up. It should be solved 
in the interests of everybody. 

Getting away from that point, I notice the 
payment of quite a numbe< of experts. 
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Experts in this department should be good. 
and I have always advocated the very fullest 
authority should be given to them. The 
more authonty we give them the, more 
responsdJie they become, and the more re­
sponsJbie they a,ro the big,gcr value they 
will i.Jo to the State. \Ve want big men, 
and to propagate them you must give them 
the confidence of their posit,on. lf you 
desire to have practical men at th0 head of 
departuwuts, you rnu::,t gtYC thc1n coutrol 
of then d~1mrt1ncnb. It is no u~c allo,oing 
the ociont1Jic .nan to got out of his branch 
of the work, or the practical man to get 
into tho an.ma of the scientific n1an; that 
would not be in the intcre>,;ts of the State. 
Other countries hase made a b1g fcaturP of 
enr,,Juragi11g big n1cn, and \Ve 111 Australia 
cannot get beUe'l' men for the purpose than 
those <Ltready here. You cannot bring men 
frodi \V iseonsm and other place' w1th as 
good a knowledge for the purpose as that 
po,sesscd by the men in our State. Tho 
soo11er you give our heads greater powers, 
greater re·ponsibilities, and better pay, the 
suoucr :,·ou w J.~_l gt.:t b~g 1nen in Quel!nsland, 
who wdl compare fayou'l·ably witll b,g men 
in other parts of the world. The men at the 
head of OUl' rrreasury and our banki11g 
inst.tuLons should be U1e be''t we can get, 
and, when they get the expert information 
necesoo.ry to ouabte them to fill their posi­
tions >at1sfactorily they should receive recog­
nit<Od 111 the ior,Ll of greater responsi!Jibtie.::; 
and larger .salaries. 

I notice that funds are provided to pay for 
a nun1LJer o1 experts under the juri::;diction 
of the Cocwcil of "\.griculture. l consider 
that all experts ol the Dcpart,ncnt of Agri­
culture slw.c,d be a charge on the Agncul­
tul d E~t11nates 1vith 1\ hi{;h ',/c are: now deal­
ing. 1 LLJ! wrry to thi .. k that we should 
build up auotner set o± experts, v .ho nught 
clash in SOlllO way \Vi th tho::;o under t11e 

jm·iodictiou of the head oflice. I truot that 
1t wdl uo fouud ad,·i~ablo to place all oi 
these cx,JeJ ts und r the jurisdiction of the 
head O.«Cc', so that alt of the various bra11chos 
shait lJ udmini>tcrud from the chair of the 
Secr .. tary for Agr,culture and will all be 
ausw~._.l._.ble to hu11. 

I notice that there has been some iucrease 
in salancs tHroughout the deparLllCDt. rl_lhe 
Mini~tcr u.urL.g h1S tenn of ol.tice has gradu~ 
ally 111ado 61ight increase'.'. I arn one \\·ho 
believes that there should be a verv much 
greater ai>lOUllt ,-oted for this dopa'rtment. 
The approprwtious throughout the depart­
ment should exceed out of all rea,on the 
amount< that we have appropriated from 
year to year. It should be rccogmsed that 
the ruaxunu,n a,_.bount of efficiency can only 
be achic;ced by a greater appropriation. 
I hope the .Minister will be successful next 
year in Yery co;,siderably increasmg the 
amount to be appropriated for the depart­
mcu, aucl that ne w1ll not depend too much 
on th_.. reY('nuo coining frorn direct or indirect 
taxation of those eugagcd in the agricul­
tural mdustry. I hope that the Minister 
will take th1s cocument in the spirit in which 
it is made. 

Mr. DEACON (Cun~>ingham): I am not 
going· to grumble about the increased appro­
priation ±or this dep'artment. It is practi­
cally the most important of all Government 
department>, and it i, not mv de,ire to pick 
holes but rather to assist thP department as 
much as possible in its work. 

Referring to the agricultural organisations, 
I think they are of great importance at the, 
present time to the agricultural industry. 

The SECRETARY l! OR AGRICuLTURE AXD· 
STOCK : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. DEACON : I am disctppointed at the 
lack of interest that is shown amongst 
farrn<'rs in connection with the Council of 
Agriculture and the Co-operatiYe Buying 
Branch that they are instituting. It is not 
fair to judge the organisation simply upon 
what has been done. \Ye read in the oflicial 
paper an account of the small attendance at 
meetings. In one case the complaiut was 
made that sufficient funds could not be raised 
tu pa_v the rent of the mectiug·-room. Tllat 
apathy is going on practically all over the 
State except at Cambooya, where the pro­
ducers are taking an active interest in the 
n1easurc. 

I think it would be wise at the present time 
for the Council of Agriculture to go slow in 
regard to one of the proposals they are 
making. I refer to the suggested scheme for 
co-operative purchasing, i~1 conn .ct.ou \Yrth 
which it is proposed to make a levy on the 
producers. Before they do anything like that 
theY should ask the producers if they arG in 
favour of the proposaL If the Council of 
Agriculture enter ir,to such a scheme and 
afterwards impose a levy on the producers, 
it will do a great deal of harm to the 
EP'Tit:ultural organisation and 1o anv scheme 
JC~lt fonvard. lt is better to go a 'bit slow. 
I arn 110t going to sa:" that the schen1c may 
11ot be a good ono, but it is better to go 
slowly and see that the producers know the 
full effects of it before thcv are asked to 
subillit to a levy. ' 

I am very sorry indeed that the fodder 
relief \vas discontinued at, such short notice. 
I quite understand that the department may 
have been imposed upon to a cert>tin extent, 
as there is alwa3 s wrnebody ready to get at 
the department, especially if matters have to 
be rushed. The relief was urgently asked 
for, and there was hardly time to mako full 
inquiries into the circumstances of every case 
bdore the relief was granted. I can undcr­
;;ta nd that the department had to take a 
risk because it was not in a posi6on to Hl;tke 
full inquirie, at the time. Ho,, ever, that is 
no reason why the relief should be discon­
tinuc,d. It might be a reason for makmg 
further inquiries, but the Government would 
be well advised if they were still to grant 
th0 relief. Let them test each caBe properly 
and, if a case is a genuine one, continue 
the relief a little longer. It does r.ot interest 
my district very much because tlw greater 
part of my district do>'S not need relief; but 
I know other districts that do J12ed relief. 
'J\,o much of the fodder was purchased in 
Beisbrwo and then forwarded to the people 
!WNling it. L\ lot of the stuff was bought in 
:\"ew South Wales and brought to Brisbr,ne 
and then railed back, which meant double 
freight to the department and double expense 
to the cettler, and, if the amount granted 
in relief is eventual!' to be written off, it 
will be a loss to the" State. It would have 
been better to have purchased the fodder at 
the border and arra11g~d the di ,tr, but ion 
from there. I am sure a lot of monev has 
been lost owing to the fodd. r ha Ying, been 
purchased in Brisbane. 

I notice there is provision in the Estimate 
for the appointment of an Instructor in Pig 
Raising at £345 a year. I have no doubt 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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whatever that a competent instructor can 
-do a great deal of good ; but, if he is a 
<·ompctcnt man he cou:d do better himself 
.it pig raising. It is a very small salary for 
a comp~tent man. I have not thP pleas~re 
Df knowmg the gentleman and I do not wrsh 
to judge him harshly, but I hope the result 
will be better than one might expect from 
a man on such a low salary. 

T ''otice that the vote for " State Farms 
and Gardens" includes the salary of a Wheat 
Experimentalist at Roma. That gentleman 
·only gets a salary of £325. He gets less 
acti.wlly than the 'Instructor in Pig Raising, 
although his work is of greater importance 
to the State than the work of any other 
instructor that I know of. The wheats pro­
duced have been of tremendous benefit to the 
whcatgrowcrs of (his State, and it is a work 
that should be encouraged. It would pay 
the State to expend more money in that 
.:lirection and it would certainly pay the 
State to' give the man respousible for the 
·work a higher salary. 

I notice that the Cotton Adviser is to 
receive £1.250 a 0 oar. I do not know any­
thing a bout cotton, but certainly that gentle­
ITlall is getting a very high salary compared 
to what is received by the other experts 
-employed by the department. 

I would like to make some comment in 
1·egard to the stallions purchased by the 
Government. I have had a good deal of 
-experience in horse-breeding. I am not 
going to blan10 the GoYernnlPllt for 'vhat 
thov have done in tho matter of the stallions 
the; purchased, considering they rushed into 
the- business early. Probably they bonght 
the hest horws they could get, but they are 
hardlv the cla's of horse necessary to improve 
the b~eod of horses in this State. There are 
as good horses already in the State. They 
are good draught horses. but they arc not 
the sort one would get to improve the general 
s1 andard of stud horsee in the State. I 
11.otjce bv this n1orning's paper that a colt 
was imJ)orted into Victoria by a private 
·owner at " cost of £1.582 and a marc was 
brought from Scotland for the same owner 
at a cost of £1,320. They are high-class 
otuff, and, without casting any reflection on 
what has been done, if the Government are 
going on with that work in order to improve 
the breed of horses in this State. it would 
be better to get pure stud stallions of a high 
dass. Ordinarv animals can be imported by 
anybody, and 1hey do import them. Recently 
thev have not been brought here because the 
bus,iness did not pay. The only way to 
impr<wc the br0ed of horoes in this State is 
t.o import absolutdy the be't stallions that 
{;an be got. 

There arc '' lot of other things in connec­
tion with this department that might be 
criticise.!, lwt I do not \Yish to pick small 
holes in the department's expenditure. 
Possibly they . arc over-paying in some 
instances and under-paying in others. One 
cannot deny that the departmer.t has done 
a lot of rrood work for QL'L·enshnd, and I 
hope ~t will continue tn do good \York. The 
grea tc't thing for Queens] and is the encmn­
agerncmt of agriculture. Tho farmers ar0 the 
most important class in Queensland. There 
is nvthin~ thht ha~ such a great 1nflucnce on 
the futu:·,, ot thP State as agriculture, and 
I am re.c>lv sorry to sec, in spite of Rll we 
are doing, that agriculture is not increasing 
in Queen•.:a"rl as it should. We should be 
able to do more. 

[.Mr. Deacon. 

Mr. COLLINS: That is because of the dry 
\YPathcr 

Mr. DEACON: It is not only because of 
tho dr:,. weather, as the hon. member for 
Bowcn says. 

At 5.50 p.m., 
The CHAIR)!AN (Mr. Kirwan, Bri,<banc) 

rceumcd the chair. 

1\Ir. DEACO='J: We have always got 
dry weather m Queensland off and on; 
l!Ut. if \VC aro a little worse off than other 
eountri('~ in regard to dry \Yenther, we a,re 
better off in other rc'·pccts. \Ve are in just 
aB good a position to n1ake this a great agri­
cultural 1State as anv other countrv in the 
worl<l. \Vo are able, to show a more profit­
able return from agriculture than any other 
country. I was reading in the Brishane 
" Courier " 0f to-day the report of an inter­
Yicw with Mr Mark Harrison. a visitor 
from our State to America. Th:<t gentleman 
nid that there arc 2.000.000 farmers starvinl;i 
in the ·cnitcd States. 

1\il'. COLLDlS: It IS private enterprise 
there. 

Mr. DEACO~: 'The farmers aro better 
organi,ed there, yet we are told that there 
aro 2.000,000 farmers starving there. although 
they have euch a tremendous market in their 
o'\Y~ country 

::'vlr. CoLLIXS: Owing to priYate ownership 
of the' land. Everv writer on economics 
tc·aches that. -

M1·. DEACON: Mr. Mark Harrrson does 
not say so. 

Thoro is only one other matter I wish to 
spca k a]Jout. a-nd that is in connection with 
the wheat industrY. I think I am more 
interested in that -industry than any other 
hon. member in the House. For the last 
three yctus, fit anv rate, "\YO hav0 enjoyed 
rather ·favourable circumstances. There have 
be .. ,n short Cl'OllS in tho world generally, and 
wheat has fdched a high price. and we have 
been able to bold up the local market and 
get a high price for wheat. . 

Mr. GLEDSON: And yet you fmd fault with 
the \Vhoa t Board. 

:Mr. DEACO)I: I am really surprisc·d at 
the hon. m cm bor saying such a thini; .. . No 
man can truthfnlly say that in any cnhc1sm 
I hayc made with regard to the Wheat Board 
I have not tried to help them. I would r.ot 
be afraid to critici6e them again to-morrO\V 
if it would assist thorn. Everything I have 
done has been to assist them, and the mem­
bers of the Board will acknowledge t~a.t.. I 
want to assist them by a little more cnhcl'm 
in regard to nointing- out the difficulties they 
>Yill have to face and overcome. I ~hall o':'lv 
he too 'willing to make an~,7 6ll!!,'Q,'C~t1on -xvh1ch 
will help them. I recognise that thf> Board 
i., a worthy body. and one wh1c.h we could 
not do \vithont. \Ve have rccogmsrd that on 
this sirlo frnm the start, and it; w~s at our 
suggestion that the Board \vas rnst1tut0d. 

Mr. GL~Dsox: Did vou not hol.d a meeting 
in Warwick in opposition to it? 

Mr. DEACOX: No. If th" hon. memb~r 
will read my spePch. he wil~ find that I d1d 
mv beet to ne~i>t the Board m ord\r to ovcr­
co.;ne th0 diffieulties they were m. They 
wonld not li~tcn to anv s~up:gcstions at first, 
ar.d in comequcnce they went wrong-. The 
l'"reatcst !.rouble has ·been with regard to the 
delivery of wheat, and they have not over-



Supply. (14 SEPTEMBER.] Supply. 1077 

come that difficulty yet. The Board expect 
the farmers to deliver their wheat in such 
quantities and at such times as the Board 
require. In many casE's the farmers have to 
travel all night to bring in the wheat to the 
railway centres. I know farmers who have 
worked fifteen or sixteen hours a day for a 
good many days to cope with the situation. 
A trcn1endous arnount of ti1nc is .also \Vastcd 
by the teams and the men having to stlnd 
idle for so long. The only way to overcome 
that difficulty is to have regular deliveries 
of the wheat from the start, whether it is 
wanted for shipment <Jr not. Tlw Board 
should arrange for i.rainloads to suit the 
convenience of the farmers more than is 
done, and thC'v should not have to \Yait so 
long for the money. It is n<Jt a matter of 
much advantage if the Railway Depart,nent 
makes a little more money by asking a 
farmer to stand about with hi's team remain­
ing idle and wasting days when he could be 
doing work on the farm. It is much more 
important to consider the farmers' time than 
that of the Railway Department. The main 
objection to the pool system is that it is not 
actually u pool; it is a first-class selling 
agency. A pool put's everyone on the '"ame 
level if they have the same article. but under 
the present system they do not all got the 
se.me treatment. as it is impossible for the 
Board to give it to them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1:LTl!RE: Are you 
ngainst pool6? 

Mr. DEACON: I think the :Minister m1ght 
to know, if he has listC'ncd to me, that it is 
not a pool. (Laughter.) It i,s a selling 
-agPnry. One delivery cf wheat is arranged 
to take place in J anuar/ from one district, 
while another district hrts to deliver in June 
and July, al;ct the owners have to take all 
the risk. It is not putting eycrybody 011 the 
;ame lcYcl. and in conBl'quence of that every 
farmer rushes to deliver his wheat when he 
can. As soon as the season opeus he receives 
a notiGcation as to delivery. The man who 
is last in is going to su:ffcr, and will h:'lvo 
to bear the greatest share <J! the bprden. 
Two years ago I sug·gcstcd that an allowance 
should be made in that direction. and that 
January and February !Should equally be 
months of delivery, and that an increased 
rate of payment should be made for succeed­
ing months eo as to place them all on an 
equal basis <Jf payment. If the Board could 
overcome these difficulties there would he less 
grumbling and injustice. It is be:•ond us to 
get a perfect Board, hut we c·1n make it as 
good as possible. If thPrc hn d been a poNfOi­
bility of a big crop this year-and I am 
sorry there is no possibility <Jf that-there 
would have been a trcnll'ndous an1ount of 
trouble in regard to the market. 

Mr. G. P. BAR2\.'ES (1T'an ick): The Yote 
for the Department of Agriculture has a.lways 
been an intc'rcsting onC': and I should say that, 
at the present juncture' it is more inkrcsting 
than usual, although. perhaps, I ma•· be more 

sceptical than c;omc hon. members 
[7 p.m.] with reference to the Yote and 

the intentions of the GoYornment. 
Quite> a large !"Um of n1oncy is being· yotcd 
which. if rightly expended, will do a very 
great deal for agriculture. 'l'ho amounts I 
hnxe pnrt~ru~ar1y in n1ind ngrrgafc solne­
whPre about £45.0°0 or £46.000. Some of 
them, no doubt. would h>1vc appeared in any 
cas0, bnt much the largest sum has to do 
with the Council of Agriculture. \Vhat is 
really in the mind of the Government in con-

nection with the Council of Agriculture and 
the continuance of that particular vote is 
just an open question. I should say that it 
is l>1rgely carrying out the purpose and J?lat­
form of the L'lbour party, although, certamly, 
the work is not being carried on just now in 
the formidable way we might expect. The 
Premier, when speaking in the North, on 
more than one occasion indicated that whilst 
the socialisation of pwduction, distribution, 
and exchange was the aim of his party--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \:VORKS: vVhat 
do you understand by the term " socialisa­
tion of industry "? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Perhaps I might 
allay !he hon. gentleman's anxiety by saying 
that the condition of things which exists in 
another countq hus produced what I have 
in my mind. Socialism, we are told now, has 
led iu Russia to a direct move back to indi­
YidLlalism, and we learn that the spirit of 
freedom, which we know so well, having sur­
vived there and haYing come to the front 
again, has led to the production this year 
of one of the finest wheat crops that have 
ever been known in the history of that coun­
try. Undel' the socialistic condition of things 
in that country, things went to pot; nobody 
cared YCl'.Y much what he did or how much. 
he produced. I wa.s about to remark that the 
Premier said that the socialisation of pro­
duction. distribution, and exchange was some­
thing that was not likely to be attained in 
hve ten or hventy voars or perhaps in a. 
long.er p~riod, but ll.e\rcrth~lcs~ it was the aim. 
and the object of his party. 

I take the stand in matters of this kind 
that I take in connection with other matters. 
If it is something wrong and something that 
should be aYoidcd to-day, it should be 
avoided for all time. If it is not good 
enough for the hour in which we live, and. 
as an inunediate thing, then it is no good in 
the future. Tl1e l'rcmier plays on the 
susceptibilities of tho pc0ple by saying that 
it is so1nething in tho din1 distance. .~;\ bad 
thing is no good in the distauce, nor is it 
good at the moment. It is therefore on 
that ecore that l take my stand. l would 
scotch the thing now rather than deal with 
it later on. I would approach it in the same 
~~vay as I would a ·revolutionist. The- 1nan 
who states he is going to do something , to 
turn the world upside down and Cteatc all 
manner of things should be dealt with. It 
may be that he is only a, faddist or a crank 
or has something ·wrong \Viih hirn, but it 
\'.COuld be better to deal with him before he 
reaches danger point. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order 1 I hope the 
hon. gentleman will not continue his dis­
c<Jurso on those lines. I w<Juld 11sk him to. 
link up his rcnwrkil with the vote under 
discussion. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I was simply illus­
trating my attitude towards proposals of the 
kind that are iuvolved in this yote. \Vhilst 
ono does rcj?ico to see the fartni11g industry 
ho1ped as 1t should be, I am duotinctly 
sceptical as to the real motives of the Govern­
ment. :\Iy real belief in connoctwn with 
the \:trio us amounts in this v<Jte and the 
different an·angements that have bee11 made, 
,1nd concerni11g the men employed ~nd the 
way in which the work is b··~ing carried out, is. 
that the Uovenuncnt are simply carrying out 
the Labour party's platform of socialisation, 
and on thut account I am not prepared to 
give them any help whatever. To help m. 

llir. G. P. Barnes.] 
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the direction of fostering co-operation and 
leaving it to the producers' own control is 
one thing, but when you have a sinister aim 
and object and you are working for one 
<Jommon purpose, then I am distinctly 
"opposed to it. I notice that the paper issued 
by the Council of Agi·iculture puts things 
in a different light. It says that the main 
aspects of agricultural activity are co-opera­
tive production, co-operative marketing, and 
-co-operati,-e supplying. That does not go 
so far as what is understood as socialisation, 
but it is a step forward, and, as the Attor­
ney-General of other days used to say, they 
·were not going tD do things in a bolus bolus 
way, but were going to do things little by 
little and stop by step. He said that the 
fi-rst thing they would deal with was the 
land and then what the land produced. 
They have dealt with the land by taxation, 
and they are now dealing with what the 
land produces in the direction I have already 
indicated. They have schemes in hand in 
their initial stages, and those schemes are 
covered by this vote. I feel sure that, when 
the Minister rises in his place, he will have 
quite a lot to say in connection with this 
vote. Personally I was disappointed that 
he had not more to say in moving the vote. 
I think the Committee feel disposed to agree 
that the Minister should have taken the 
opportunity of enlarging upon the activi tie.> 
-of the Government in various ways. 

The Government are to be commendod for 
the manner in which they arc taking maJ,ters 
m hand m connection with the cnltivalion of 
·C<;'ton. The aid of the Government io l'Pedcd 
in this direction. It is vcrv harJ tl) n1al;o a 
licparture in an.v direction,· and surr1ctimcs it 
rt~nuircs all the help yDu can po~s;bly g1vc it. 
\Totes comwcteci .,·ith th0 culti' ation and 
a~'1ministration of crop8 nu·d all lhat kind of 
thing are certainly required to establish 
this new induetry firmly. which I trust and 
believe ,,·ill be one of the great indmtric' 
of the lard. I a.m aware that cotton cnltivn­
hon ''"i]] h<lYC to rnn tho ~nniltlet of ll1'1ll:V 

an evil. and it will be as liable to failnn• as 
a.ny other crop. It will oc as liable to fitilure, 
for instance, as the wheat nr the n•»ize 
crop; lmt there will be some years when the 
·cotton crop will give a fine rowan] tc the 
r•r•oplo illtercqccJ, and Go a disti1cct and 
great help to the country. 

Very liti!e has been said so far in conn0c­
tion with <>thor kinds of production. T!w 
hon. n1crnb1_:-.r for Cunninghan1 n1<1d.e :::cnne 
rderences to wheat cultivation and the 
1n_attor of pool:-;. The in1a.ginar.v succos:5 
which attended the \Vhcat Pool ha" led to 
1.~10 idea of fostering Pvcry other poDl \VP. 

lH"nr and re ~d about. If I hav<e form0d mv 
Citiculotions rightly, no other pool that 0110 
ean think of or tl1rtl is lilu•h· to lYe ~s(ab­
lishcd in our time 11·ill ev<'t' ·be ('st;,blished 
nndc1~ surh favonrablc ('!rcunlsta.ncc-; as tho 
\Vhe'lt Pool. That puol wns cr0ditcrl for 
the fan11cr having received 8-.:. a bu--:·hcl on 
f.a.CJ. 11·hoat. The \Vheat. Pool had rr''1lly 
J>cthiug wbat0vcr to do with thai. Thcv 
had to -do \\ ith the adn1in1-.·trat !olJ of wh'1ut 
11a.s provid,,r] for them. All over Anstr:1lia 
1 h0 Sf'lling price of 1vhr-at was fixt'd at 9s. a 
buslJCI. L: Queensland a guarantee of Ss. 
'' bushel was given by the Comrr:o''W"alth 
GovernJnc-nt. \'arious "othPr btate.:;; gn'~ran­
lc>ed other amount.,. and the GoYPrnrnont of 
the doy in Queensland ~·ur1ranteed a furth0r 
3-:. Th0 \Vheat Pool. ther ·fore. was starte-d 
under circurnstances so favourable that they 

[Mr. G. P. Barrws. 

could hardlv make a mess c,f it. They had 
ls a bushei to play with. They were pro­
tected on the ono si·de by the price of wheat 
!Jcing fixed at 9s. a bmhel to the bny,r, and 
Ss. of tha.t amount was to be paHl by the 
h:t..-o Gover1~!nt•nts. Therefore ls. a bushel 
"hould have been ample under wise udminis-
1.nltion to cover every possible cxpensP,_ ~ As 
wo know some £25,000 has had to bo pr.w by 
d:e Trea~ury in connection with thi3 pr<:posal 
of the -Govcrnmeut. That sh>}uld not have 
been the case. There vvas no tnanagemc11t of 
the Ss. ~~here the real rnanagmn:·r~t came jn 
w<ts in com,ection with the balance of 1s. a 
bushel, and if their aclministratio" had been 
wise, there should have been no loss to the 
State. 

The Minister will remember that in the 
early days in connection with the 1920-1921 
cro1) I very strongly advoc~tcd dealing with 
that grain as early as poss1?le m m·dc_r t~at 
there might be the very h1ghest reahsatwn 
of thu be"t hopes of the farmer. Indeed, I 
indicated to some that I thought they would 
not onlv get Ss. per bushel, but they would 
get an ~dvance upon the f.~.q. quality. Un­
fortunately, they never received that adva:'ce 
on their f.a.CJ. wheat. They rece1vod nothmg 
in advance, and had it not been for the good 
s0n·ice;: of the Government, they would not 
have received the Ss. per bushel. However, 
I need not utter one word of complaint on 
account of the owners and producers of that 
f.a.q. wheat. Those men are satisfied with 
the Ss they received. I am distinctly con­
cerned reg·arding the owners of all the other 
»·boat from No. 2 milling wheat down>~ards, 
and I say that in a year when the pr1ce of 
wheat was ftxe-cl at Ss. a bushel for f.a.q. 
wheat, it is not fair for any man to say that 
the men who received from Ss. down to 2s. 6d. 
per bushel received anything_ like the amount 
thev should haxe got. It 1s a disgrace to 
find to-day that any man should ha;·e been 
compelkd, in a year ,,.hen procluctwn was 
so good and greaL to receive 2s. 6d. p~r bushel 
for his .,-heat. I find that there wr•r' o>vners 
of-putting it in round fio;urrs-900,000 bushels 
of wheat ;vho only rccciYed-it may be pos­
sible that theY ha,;c another pavment coming 
to them-an average of 4s. 1.1d. per bushel. 
These nwn would have received the Ss. per 
buohcl b·1t for the failure of the administra­
tion. Heaps of wheat was received and should 
have been passed as f.a.CJ., but the 01YnNs 
Vi"C'rf' .drt0rre.d h1 evcrv way from dP1 iYcring 
bv the failure of the Board to act efficiently. 
':rh<>ro arc many instances in wh;ch men have 
failed altovcther to receive for f.a.q. wheat 
the price th0y should have rcc0i.-cd. I will 
give an instance. I m0t a n1an at S\YRn Creek 
th0 other dav who told me that he had had 
700 bags of ~~·heat. He was very early with 
his wheat. and 300 bags were sent in forth­
with to the mill of Barnes and Co., Ltd., 
\Varwick, and was prtssed as f.a.q. at Ss. 
a bushel. He asked about srndin<T in the 
other 400 bags, but tbo Board dclavcd. and 
delayed and delayed. and ev0ntnally when 
the wheat was sent in it had deteriorated 
sonwwhnt. and finally the man received only 
4s. a bushel for it. There •vas a man whose 
second lot of wheat was identical with the 
first, but on acconnt of the Boord having 
failed to take deli.-ery he lost 4s. per bushel 
on 400 bags of wheat. There arc many other 
cases like that. I want< to commend the 
Government very strong]·, for what they have 
done and are doing this :.·ear in order to 
avoid a repetition of the shocking conditions 
which arose in 1920 and 1921 by their erection 
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·of ver;v fme grainsheds all over the land. 
No finer work could be done than is being 
·done in that connection. I am not going t_o 
dwell upon the que,tion as to whether 1t 
would have been better to spend the money 
on silos; but I do say that the sheds which 
have been erected will be of wonderful assist­
ance to the farmers, and next time we ~ave 
a wheat crop a loss similar to that sustamed 
in the season 1920-1921 will be altogether 
avoided. 

Reverting once more to the amount the 
,vhcatgrov,:ers received: If th growers l_ll 
1920-1921 had received full value for then 
wheat, and equal to that received by their 
neighbours-if it had been reallv pooled in 
the full sense as we understand pooling-then 
they would have received considerably more. 
The full amount received was £184,000, and 
if they had received even an average of 6s. 
a bushel instead of 4s. a bushel what a big 
diff0rcnce it would have made to these men. 
I unhesitatingly say that, if the farmers had 
received the attention they should have re­
ceived. cerhinly in 1920-1921 they would have 
had £100.000 more in their pockets than they 
have received since. I would like to refer 
to the failure in the administration of the 
1920-1921 pool. What should have been done 
in 1920-1921 wn.s to get rid of the wheat as 
soon as possible. That should have been the 
policy; but when you come to the 1,000,000 
hushels or lees in 1921-1922. the pohcy should 
have been to hold the wheat. Instead of 
doing that, the Board in the latter year 
exported about 900,000 bushels of wheat, and 
for that wheat, so far as I can gather from 
the reports of the Department of Agriculture 
and. the Auditor-General, all the farm_ers 
recmved was 4s. 7.7d. per bushel. Owmg 
to the unwise shipping of that wheat there 
was a loss to the farmers of about 1s. per 
bushel, or about £45.000. That is a very 

·sorry matter. I notice, by the way, that, 
spcllking on this on one occasion in \Varwick, 
Mr. Todd said the loss was very g-reat flnd 
the return was only 4s. 7~d. per bushel. 
Another feature of it is this: One company 
alone imported into the country more wheat 
than we exported. What a commentary upon 
the adminstration of the department! I 
think the Minister in charge of the depart, 
ment 1s somcm·hat to blame. He should have 
watched these things and should have seen 
that an error of such magnitude was not com­
mitted The members of the Wheat Board 
sav thev know mist<tkcs have been made. but 
that does not put the £150.000 back into the 
pockets of the men who lost that sum. and 
the growers certainly would have had that 
much more money had the administratio_n 
by th0 Wheat Board been as successful lls 1t 
should ha vc been. I make no personal allu­
sions. I believe the Wheat Board intended 
to do right, but they had not the experience 
to help them. and that is where we are likely 
to make mistakes at cverv turn. Men are 
being appointl'd to positions who have not 
the experience necessarv to guide them. You 
could not expect a man taken from this 
calling in life and another man from the other 
calling in life to he in full touch with the 
markets of the world. and to know how to 
hand!? them wisely. They have to learn from 
exrerwnf'c. 

The bdl indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. MORG.\~ (Jfurilla): I am very sorry 
that the Minister has not adopted the stand­
.ard laid down by the Premier, and supplied 

the Committee with the amount of his 
expenses during the pa-t twe!ve mont~s. 
The Premier told us that durmg the dl_s­
cussicm on th0 Estimates we could 0btam 
the expenses of thu different Ministers, and 
he set an example by lettmg us know what 
expenditure he incurred during the past 
twelve months. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I will do 
that. 

Mr. MOHGAK: I am pleased. to hear 
that; I thought it was an overs1ght and 
that the matter only needed to be mentwned. 

I want to speak upOJC! one. or tw_o import­
ant matters in conncctwn wrth th1s depart­
ment. I am not going to cavil at the 
increased expenditure, bec_ause for very 
many years during_ .t~e reg1me of prevwus 
liovernmonts I cntw1sed them about the 
otarvation of the Department of A!<riculture. 
I am very pleased to sPe that th~ Gove_rn­
mont arc vear by year gradually mcreasmg 
the amount on the Estimates in order to 
c!ovelop the agricultural rc·-ources of the 
Sta to. V\' hat I ·want to know is whether the 
money is being wisely expended and whether 
we are gettmg full value for the expendi­
ture. If it is being wisely expended,_ w_e 
have nothi1'g to eorn]Jlain about; . but, If 1t 
1s not, we are expcndmg money without ":ny 
ree1! advantage. I notice that in cormectwn 
with the new offices which have been created 
we han1 a Cotton Adviser at a salary of 
£1.2b0. A Cuttuu Adviser may do a great 
deal o£ goc,d. He may be the means of 
t<·aching the inexperienced cotton-gro":'ers of 
<.; ueenloand-bocause we must all admd that 
·vyo arc 1nore or less 1nexpenenccd In the 
growth of cotton-and by his advice he may 
be able to increase the yield of cotbn con­
siderably. ar1d thus more. than earn the 
amount of JJJOney wh1ch 1s placed on . tne 
E~iimates to 1neet his salary and uLher 
expenses. I notice that we are al~o to have 
a Fruit Packing Instructor. \\ 1ll 1t be 
nt'cessarv for Lhat instructor to continue in 
'' ork f~r more than twelYe months? It 
appears to me that in regard to the pe1cking 
of fruit cases it is only necessary for t~e 
Ir1structor to go round and show t4e frurt­
growers how fruit cases should be P',Lcked, 
after which the \York need not be contmued. 
Once a mctn knows how to pack a case' of 
fruit-and he me1y be taught in fi':c minutes 
-there is no necessity for the contmuancc of 
the Instructor. Thr<)e or six months will be 
all that is necessary in order to tPach the 
fruitgrowers of Queensland how to pack 
fruit. Then I notice that we have an 
Instructor in Pig Raising. That may be 
,·er:; good, but I do not know how instruc­
tion in pig raising is gomg to benefit !-he 
farmers to anv very great extent. I thmk 
the introduction of good new pig blood into 
the country would, perhaps. be mor.:; ben!"­
ficial than to have an Instructor m Pig 
Raising-the introduction of sires from other 
parts of Australia or of the world. The 
monev expended in that direction might 
have" a more beneficial effect than the 
emplovment of a man to teach us how to 
breed "pigs. 

With respect to cotton-gro~·ing, I notice 
that the Minister for the commg season haa 
reduced the amount which is going to be 
paid for cotton to the growers in the State. 
The hon. gentleman ma) say that that !s 
not co1-rect. but I say it is correct. He 1s 
stipulating that the cotton must be of 1l-inch 

Mr. 111organ.] 
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staple in order to obtain tne full market 
value of 5~d. per lb. 

The SECRICTAHY FOH AoRICl;LTT:HE: How do 
you knovt what th,, market value is? 

Mr. MORGA:"J: vYe know that up to the 
present we have not received more than 
that. Let me sav the minimum market 
value, if that will 'suit the Minister. 

The SECRETAHY FOR .AGH!CULTl:RE : The 
growct·s have received more than the market 
value. 

Mr. MORGAI-;: The point I want to make 
is that, had the Government decided last 
year to pay 5~d. por lb. for 1:!:-iuch staple 
only, yory few farmers would have received 

5~d. per lb. for their cotton, and 
[7.30 p.m.J l venture to say that next year 

very few cotton-gTowors will 
receive 5~d. a lb. It is just as weli to let 
the cotton-growers know that they are only 
likely to get 5d. a lb. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They 
grew it for years at 2d. a lb. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Does the hon. gentleman 
want to go back to the days when they grow 
it for 2d. a lb. and paid labour £1 a week, 
wlwn to-day we have to pay award wages? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: How 
much do you pay? 

Mr. MORGAN: Perhaps I pay more than 
the hon. gentleman. I am one of the biggest 
cotton-growers in my electorate, and 1 paid 
my cotton-pickers 1~d. a lb. and keep. If 
the hon. gentleman will take advantage of 
the iuformation in his posses<,ion, he will 
see that I am a grower of cotton. I take 
a keen interest in cotton-growing, and I 
have done all I possibly could to establish 
it in my electorate, not only by urging the 
farmers to plant cotton but also by settlllg 
the example. I had 70 acres in last year, 
but unfortunately it was a bad season and 
we were able to pick only about 14 "cres. 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR .AGRICULTURE : You 
would not have done that without the 
Government guarantee. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Only about one cotton 
crop in every four was picked. The rest 
of the farmers unfortunately had no cotton, 
so that every pound for which 5kd. was paid 
cost the grower& as a body 9d. a lb. to grow. 
The result is that. as a State, wo ha,-e been 
the losers in cotton-growing this yea;r, and 
the Minister cannot deny the fact. T do 
not want to put a damper on cotton-growing. 
I know that the season was to blame; it was 
such as to provont us from gro\\ ing cotton 
as we can, and as I believe we shall even­
tually, grow it in this :::>tate. 

l'.fr. W. CooPER : Did you get anything? 

Mr. MOHGAN: Unfortunately three out 
of every four farmers got nothing. I admit 
that a greater percentage of those who gro1v 
wheat did not get a straw, owing to the 
unfortunate weather conditions. 

Tlw Minister has thought it adYisablP to 
stop the relief granted to unfortunate settlers 
sufie•·illg through tlw drought. After the 
work had cost £30.000 he discontinued the 
grant the yery day that rain fell or the 
day after. Whether the rain cwsed the 
Ministn to come to that decision, whether 
th<e vote had been exhausted, or whether it 
was b0cause son1e nten had been l'C'cei\·ing 
relief dishonestly, I do not know. If it w~s 
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the first-mentioned reason thftt caused him 
to discontinue it, the Minister should know, 
as an experienced farmer, that for a week 
or ten days after rain has fallen on drought­
stricken areas there is not a green shoot and 
more stock die during that period tha.n 
before. At no other time do stock requtre 
wore hard food than during those cigl1t or 
ten day,;, but the Minister stopped relief 
immediately. A great many people wm·e 
on the starvation line. They ncc;ded food­
flour, tea, beef, and sugar. rrho JYlinister 
knows that when unemployed men were 
getting doles and a nurnb_er of them managed 
to get them who were m rocmpt of wage~ 
so that thev were not entitled to them, th,~ 
Minister irt charge of that department -:lid 
his dutv and prosecuted them. If a similar 
reason ~caused the lVIinister to discontinue 
the relief of men on the land, why did he 
not do as his colleag'ue did and inotitute 
inquiries and prosecute' in any cases n1 \vhich 
it was shown that men had beeu rcceiviog 
relief to which they were not entitl,·d? No­
body on this side stands for the man who will 
take relief when he is not entitled to it. 

I want to take this opportuuity to point 
out that the fanner who is receiving fodder 
from the Government for the relief of starv­
iug stock does not know what he is paying 
for it. \Ve have been told on this side on 
very good authority that the fodder is going 
to cost him £12 or £12 10s. a ton. If that 
is so, profiteering has been going on in the 
dealirw in that fodder, because I have here 
the " Australasian" to show that in the last 
'veck vf .t-lugust-and, in fact. throughout 
July-wheatPn chaff could be boug·ht in ~lel­
bonrne for £5 10s. a ton and the bec,t lucerne 
chaff for £8, and the wheaten chaff could 
have been landed here at less than £8. 
What have the Government been doing? 
The State f>,roduce Agency has been buying 
the fodder locally instead of scndiJJg to Mel­
bourne and bringing it over tho1nselves~ 
To-day we were told that 1.000 tons of 
fodder from the Southern States have been 
purchased by the Government in Bnsbane, 
and the fact of the Government going on 
the market for that qua'<tity would increase 
the price to the people here. The Govern­
ment, instead of getting it from Melbourne 
for £8 or £8 10s. or less. haYe be0n buying 
it here and allowing tho' produce agents to 
make a profit of .£1 or £1 1r< : and instead 
of the farmer paying £8 10s. or £9~allowing 
for the profit of the State Produce Agency-­
it has been costing him £12 or £12 10s. "' 
ton. There has been profiteering at the 
expense of the poor unfortunate. drought­
stricken, down-and-out farmer. Does the 
Minister stand for that? It "·as the duty 
of the Government to get the fodder at the 
lowest price possible< but, instead. theJ e have 
been se1·eral profits, and the .down,and-out 
farmer has to nav them. The lcadn of the 
Countr] party· te'lls me that ?vlr. Tait, who. 
pu-rchased the stallions for the Government. 
boug.ht 2 tons of fodder in Melbourne at £5. 
10s. a ton to feed them on the way over. 
That bears out my statement. The :Minister 
will perhaps bP able to tell us whether it IS· 

true that the farmer is to be asked to P"'Y 
£12 or £12 10s. a ton. 

::VIr. \V. COOPER: Do you know a spceif;, 
case whore it has been charged? 

:Mr. MORGAN: No farmer knows what h0 
will have to pay. The Minister wtH be abl<> 
to answer that question later on. 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: If yoct 
do not know, why do you make the state­
ment? 

Mr. M ORGAN: I make it on very ;!uoil. 
authority. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: WlH1t 
authority? 

Mr. MORGA:N: Let the Minister "ay 
later on. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: State the 
charge definitely first. 

Mr. MORO AN: The State Produc" 
Agency will have to charge £12 10s. a. ton if 
they a.ro buying it at £12 a ton. 

At 7.40 p.m., 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer), 0ne of the 
panel of Temporary Cha.irmen. relievccl the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. MOitGAN : That is sufficient proof 
that what l say io correct. I wa:tc to draw 
attention to the fact that the area under 
cultivation in Queensland has not been 
increasing as It should. Perhaps the n ason 
i~ that we ~:re over-producing and rnarkcts 
rne not available. and it may not be advis­
able to go on increasing our production. 
vYhy should we be opening up so much land 
for selection if that is so? We are insisting 
upon 1he rlcugh being used, but evidently 
1 e arc producing moro than we haye Jnar­
kr~ts for. Tnen \\by should \YC go on ovcr­
rroducing? The hon. member for Brisbane 
the other nir;ht endeayourcd to prove that 
lhe area under CLlltlvation in Qucensla•<d h:~s 
Increased to a greater extent than in any 
other State in Australia, but unfortunately 
lbe lender of the Opposition provPd cCJr!Clu­
sively that the hon. member was in error in 
the statcmem that he nmde. 1 ha,·e li2"uros 
to show that the area under cultivati.:ln in 
Queensland in 1916-17 was 885,229 o.cres, 
and in 1920-21, 779,497 acres, or a. decrease 
for that ve:n· over the year 1916-17 of Gver 
lOO,OOO a~rce. 

:iYtlr. Bt.:LCOCK: That WilS a' very dr.JT year. 

Mr. MORGAN: I want the hon. member 
for Brisbane to listen to these ligures. The 
figur ."o rei a ting to the total area under 
cultivation rer 1,000 of the population in 
1920-21 are-

Kew South \Va.los 
Victoria 
Qucr:nslnnd 
South Australia 
\Vestorn Australia 
Tasn1ania ... 

Acres. 
2,155 
2,938 
1,036 
6,578 
5,456 
1.397 

We had rt lo\ver proportionate arc;" under 
cnltivatioll in Queensland than in an:· other 
Rtate. 

Mr. BuLOOCR: Because the other RLatf"· 
Me wheat-exporting SLates. 

Mr. MORGAX: Thoro is always some 
c '\CU5C. \Yhy are \Ye not a wheat-exporting 
Sutto? 

The SECRETARY FOR P CBLIC L.u; lJ8 : Yes ; 
why arc we not? 

Mr. ::VIOHGA:N: Perhaps it is not a pay­
able crop w grow. The hon. member for 
Brisbane sv,tod that we had increased the 
area under cultivation to a groato1 ~xtent 
than any other Sta tc, but he m ado a. mistake 
in dealing ,ri th percentages. A 50 p<>r C8l,t. 
increase in the area under cultivation in 
Queensland, where there is a small are>L 

under oulti vation, would be nothing like an 
mcrease of 20 per cent. in the area. under 
cultiva6on in Victoria, where there is a 
large area under cultivation. The figures 
relating to the increase in area under cul­
tivation for 1920-21 are-

Ac·res. 
New South Wales 693,6'/,} 
Victoria 488,6~,') 
Queensland 215,735 

Those figures show that Victoria increased 
its area under cultivation to double the 
extent of Queensland, and New S'outh V\!"ales 
increased its area to an extent three tmws 
grea tor than Queensland. 

Mr. BuLCOOK: "VV'ith four times thJ num!Jc 1· 

of farn1ers. 

Mr. MORGAN: That may bo all very 
wcell. The (igures given by th'" hon. mcmbc·r 
for Brisbane were not correct. I do not say 
that he gave wrong figures intenticnally. 

JIIIr. Bt:LCOCK : His figures woro not pro­
portionately wrong. 

Ivir. ::V10HGAN: In Queensland, where we 
h<1ve a large area of land unalien.:tted and 
unsettl~:~d, tl1e increase in the ar,:a under 
cultivation has not been equal to the 
increase in ether parts of Australia. 'rhrrt 
is something- to be deplored .. _I am not here 
to indulge in any carpmg cntlc1srn or to try 
to humiliate the Minister or the Government, 
hut I am here to do all I po.c Ji bly C'111 to 
increase the prosperity of QuocJ:sland, and 
nwrc especi,dly the prosperity of the people 
,,ho live in the country pa,rts of Queensland. 
]'.f y own opinion is that those peopie dcsc·rve 
rnorc consideration than those who hvr! 1n 

the larger centres of population, . beer, use 
they have to suffer greater hardslups than 
those more fortunately s1tuatcd. I Lio hope 
ti>at in the future the Government will be 
as lenient as possible, and that tlwy will not 
etup 11t a paltry expenditure of £30.000 to 
keep the rural population from stan-cttion. 
The other n.'ght I drew attcnt10n to the fact 
that the Government were paying £62,000 a 
year to keep a few miners in work at Mount 
Morgan. Will the ::Vlinister say tha~ those 
rniners at l\Iount Morgan are n1ore Import­
ant than lhe people who are cultivating the 
sc>il in other parts of Queensland 1 A sum 
oi £62,000 can be expended each year to 
k:ep a few miners in employment at Mount 
lVlorgan in order to keep tha,t town from 
bursting up, and at the same tune we have 
countrj· people starving who do not know 
where they are going to get the next bag 
of flour or the next pound of suga.r, a.nd 
j•1et at that critical moment the ;'\'lini t<:;r 
st01Js thei·r allowa,nce .. He cuts . off thmr 
n Uowance i ust at the tlmo when 1t 1s rnost 
n<>oded. Is that humane administration"? 
I say " :No." 'I' he :Minister maL le a huge 
Hunder, and. even if the Premier or the 
rest of the Cabinet compelled hiw to t.lke 
ac-Lion, he should ha v_e taken . a st\tn<i a,nd! 
f·)ught them and sa1d . to h1s .~ollear. ues, 
":'\o tho•,c men arc ent1lled to r.llat reh.,f. 
and. 'until something happens to enable thc.m 
to do somethino- to lu:cp the wolf from the 
door, we should continue thi~ relief.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Laet ·year 
we granted to the farmers £200,000 in t.he 
wa..y of railway concessions. 

Mr. MORGAN: I suppose included in 
that concession was the allowance made on 
the freights for the cattlem~n. Ther~ was 
an increase of 63 per cent. m the freights, 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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and then there was a decrease of 30 per cent. 
That is what the Government call a conces­
sion·! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You cannot 
get away from the fact that we granted con­
cessions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
Me&t Board thanked me for the concessions 
that were granted. 

Mr. MORGAN: When we got that con­
cession I thanked you, too. It was some­
thing to get. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It was 
a lot. 

Mr. M ORGAN: The freights were in­
creased 63 per cent. above the 1914 level, and 
then they were knocked back 30 per cont., 
but they were still a great deal above the 
1914 level. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: Our cattle freights are the 
lowest in the Commonwealth. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes; and so is the price 
of our cattle. The price obtained for cattle 
in the other States is 300 per cent. higher 
than the price obtained for cattle in Queens­
land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
your own fault. 

Mr. M ORGAN: A bullock sold for £6 in 
the Enoggera yards last Wednesday would 
realise £18 in Sydney, £24 in Melbourne, 
and £22 m South Australia. The Minister 
cannot deny that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You must 
consider the cost of carriage. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It is 
because of your own incapacitv to deal with 
the situation. " 

Mr. MORGAN: It is not. \Ve do all that 
it is possible for men to do, but we cannot 
get the Government to come to our assistance. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The discus~ion 
on the Estimates of the Department of Agri­
culture IS always very interesting. In deal­
ing with those Estimates I desire to refer 
to a few matters in the re·port by the Ao-ent­
General, of which I think the Departme~t of 
Agriculture should take note. Probablv· the 
department is not to blame for some o"f the 
matters .discu,sed there. I shall come to that 
a little later on. It is very gratifyinrr to note 
from the Agent-General's report th~t at an 
exhibition held in London on 20th October 
last, where lOO points were awarded as first 
prize for salted butter, that prize was 
secured hy the Logan and Albcrt Co-opera­
tive Company. The second prize went to 
the Maryborough Co-operative Company 
with 99~ points, and the third prize to the 
Goombungeo Co-operative Company with 
99 points_ That i' very satisfactory indeed 
as those are three Q'ueensland co~panies: 
Another matter I wish to touch upon is the 
matter of cheese. The Agent-General in his 
rerort statu-

:' Generally speakin~, cheese prices 
m:r;ht be expected to move in sympathy 
With the butter market, being largely 
subject to the same conditions of supply, 
although not altogether to the same con­
ditions in relation to demand. The con­
sumption of cheese in Great Britain, 
although to some extent seasonal, is 
fairly constant, whereas the consumption 
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of butter, owing to the existence of an 
acceptable substitute-margarine-contin­
ually varies according to the fluctuations 
in the market prices. 

" Though the imports of butter are still 
behind the pre-war level, cheese comes 
in greater supply than ever, despite the 
fact that the average price has been 
about 50 per cent. higher than in 1914, 
thereby indicating that the consumptive 
demand for this article is still in a very 
healthy condition. 

"Compared with New Zealand and 
Canada, the export of cheese from Aus­
tralia is almost negligihl.s, but the bulk 
of it comes from Queensland, and there 
iB a gratifying rise in tho exports­
nearly 100 per cent. increase. Even so, 
it is onlv about one-thirteenth of the 
Now Zeahnd exports." 

Still, compared with Canada and Now Zea­
land, our exports of cheese, notwithstanding 
the fact that Queensland is the largest 
cheese-producing State in Australia, .vcre a 
long way behind the exports of cheese from 
those two Dominions. What I want to draw 
attention to is this-

" _\ curious difference of opinion be­
tween State and Commonwealth graders, 
which is bv no means calculated to help 
the Australian product, wa€ evidenced 
during the year by the arrival of certain 
boxes from Queensland graded as both 
first a,~d second quality on the same 
crates. 

It is a remarkable thing that cheese should 
leave Queensland with one grade marked on 
the crates bv the Commonwealth grader and 
another grade marked on them by the State 
grader. That cheese should never have left 
Queensland. There is no doubt about the 
prime qualitv of the cheese, but apparently 
the Common\vealth and State graders held 
contrarv opinions as to its grade as the two 
«rades ·were marked on the same crate of 
~heese. As the Agent-General points out, it 
was a great blunder that that cheese should 
have gone forward with tho.se two brands .on 
it. It should haYe gone mto consumptiOn 
locally or it should have been sent to the 
other S'tates. 

Another matter that i he report refers to 
is an industrv which we have not touched in 
Queensland yet, but which evidently the;-e is 
scope for, because there is a large busmess 
done in it bv New Zealand and Victoria­
I do not know whether New South \Vales has 
embarked upon it y~~t-that is margarine. 
The Agent-General, in this connection, states 
in his report-

" Owing to the lower prices of butter, 
the consuUJption of mar~arine was cur­
tailed, and, as the margarine manufac­
turers are the largest consumers of dried 
milk the demand for 1 hat article fell 
scrio~slv. and stock accumulated while 
prices fell." 

The Agent-Gteneral points out that thoro is 
a market for that commoditv. and the Minis­
ter might take the matter i'nto considera•ion 
with a view to seeing how far we might 
enlarge the scope of the dair,,ing industry 
in that ·di'reetion. Thre Agent·Gcneral also 
mentions the market with respect to canned 
pineapples. 

We know what a difficultv we are having 
in our State in regard to canned pineapples. 
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I take it that the Agent-General made 
inquiries before he sent out this report-

" There is no reason why Queensland 
preserved pines should not, with proper 
care and attention, become a feature of 
the English market." 

If we are going to 1nake a success of the 
pineapple iudustry in Queensland, it is abso­
lutely necessary that foreign markets should 
be secured, because each year the production 
is ;ncrc•acmg. The Agent-General tells us in 
his report that the price is falling-

" But it must be remembered, right 
fi'Om the start, that prices have fallen 
cons1derably, and for the year under 
review the average price of the total 
imports was £3 ls. 7d. per cwt., compared 
with £4 18s. 6d. per cwt. in 1920." 

He also poinl s out that the imports of 
<Janncd pineapples h<Lve increased from 
270,000 cwt. in 1920 to 440,000 cwt. in 1922. 
There IS <L market there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC vVORKS: The 
difficulty about canned pineapples is that the 
price in London is 7o. 6d. f.o.b. Brisbane. 

Mr. TA YLOR : W c "'ant to find some way 
of chutpcnmg our production and transport 
costs. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: There 
is nothing in it at 7s. 6d. f.o.b. Brisbane. 

Mr. TA YLOR: I do not suppose there ic 
The Agent-Ge:1eral then deals with Queens­
land arrowroot; but, as the consumption for 
that article in Great Britain only amounts 
to about 500 tons, wo cannot look forward to 
a great deal of development in that line. 
I also wish to call attention to the packing 
of citrus fruit that was despatched from 
Brisbane to the London market. In this 
connection tf,e ,.\gent-General says-

" Some important pioneering work has 
been done by Queensland during the year 
:n the abo_ve connection, the first experi­
mental ~h1pn1cnt of oranges and man­
darins. consisting of 103 cases of oranges 
and 60 trays of mandarins, coming to 
hand about the beginning of August. 
The consignment was made by the 
Department of Agriculture in conjunction 
with the Southern Queensland Fruit 
Grow_ers' Society, Limited, on the undcr­
standmg that no freight would be charged 
if the fruit was not I<Lnde-d in good order. 
The freight was paid. 

" It \votdd therefore appear that for the 
present Queensland growers must look 
more to oranges than 1 o mandarins for 
the export market. If this should be 
dor;e, there is no reason why Queensland 
fnut should not command a fair share of 
the busmcss. 

" Stencil plates should be used in the 
marking c:f cases indicating gro,vcr, 
bran?, vancty, and counts. Marking in 
pencil should be strictly prohibited. 

South African oranges arrive on the 
London market perfectly packed. Expert 
Californian packers have gone to South 
Africa to teach the shippers how to pack 
their frui~. and it may be worthy of 
consideratwn whether Queensland should 
not copy an example that has had such 
beneficial results." 

We ought not want to copy South Africa or 
any other country. We ought to be able to 
send our fruit away packed as well as any 

other country. The Agent-General then goes 
on to say~ 

" 'While the flavour of our oranges is 
considered to be better th<tn the South 
African flavour, the packing is in no 
way comparable." 

It is ven evident that the officers of the 
Agricultural Department were not connected 
with that consignment of fruit. It is not 
a good adYertiscment for the State when we 
ha Yo the Agent-General reporting the faulty 
packing and grading of that consignment. 

Another matter that I wish to direct the 
notice of the Minister to is one that I 
referred to a year or tiYO ago in criticising 
the Estimates of the Agricultural Depart­
ment. At that time I referred to the culti­
vation of the cocoa bean in Queensland. I 
do not know "hethcr anything has been done 
in that connection. I hope something IS 
being done. I referred to "Cnltural Indus­
tries for Queensland, ' by Mr. L. A. Bernays, 
in the course of which he says-

" 'The cocoa bean flourishes best 
between the 17th paraJlels; but, as it 
has been cultivated with success as far 
as the 25th, there is good re<Lson to sup­
pose that under favountble conditions 
a home mav be found for it in Queens­
land. The- tree will adapt itself up to 
an elevation of not far short of 2,000 
feet." 

That should suit the Atherton Tableland. I 
do not know what the altitude of that 
country is, but Mr. Bornays points out that 
the cocoa bean can be g;rown at an elevation 
of 2,000 feet. The article further stated-

"As an instance of the blunders into 
which writers, otherwise accurate, will 
permit themselves to fall, I may mention 
that amono- the cocoa-producing collntries 
named by o a quite modc<rn authority on 
the subject is '~\ustralia'; but it is only 
fair to add that he qualifies the state­
ment by saying that the yield is ' quite 
unimportant.' That Queensland may be­
come a producer I have no doubt, nnd 
I hope, for its own sake. that it may; 
but the first coco>t fruit has yet got to 
be l•roduced in this or any other part 
of Australia.'' 

Whv I draw attention to that IS because 
further on I referred to the remarks of Mr. 
1\'Ia"" Grecne when the tariff was going 
throu-gh the Federal Parliament a year or 
two ago and an alteration was being made in 
that direction. He said this-

" T n 1913 cocoa beans were imported 
totltlling 1.408.509 lb. In 1919-1920 the 
importations had gTmvn to 9.277,E91 lb., 
confectionery importations pri<'r to the 
war a.mounted to 10,660.518 lb.; the value 
of the imnorts of confcct'onnry in 1913 
was £571,956, and in 1919-1920--" 

This is when this big importotion of cocoa 
beans came into the Commonwealth--

" it had dropped to £9,975." 

[8 p.m.] 
Further on Mr. Bamford interjected-

" 'We 'hould put a bonus on local 
production of cocoa beans.' He entirely 
agreed with thot, if they were to endea­
vo·n· to establish the growth of the 
industrv in North Queensland. Mr. 
Massv 'Grcene had further stated that 
the trees grew from 12 to 16 feet high." 

There are other matters that I spoke of on 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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that particular occasion, but now we are on 
the lookout to establish and maintain all 
the industl"ies we possibly can, not only in 
Quewsland, but throughout Australia. lf 
we can possibl.Y (-stablish thP cocoa bean in 
;'\odh Queensland, I certainly think the 
aUcmpt should be made, even if we have to 
co-operate with the Commonwealth and pay 
a bonus for the establishment of the industry. 
It would be only a few years before we 
klww whether we could grow it successfully 
or not. If we could do so, Lhe market is 
there. 

During the last f cw years the largest 
manufacturers of confectionerv in the world 
have cstrrblishcd factories in" Tasmania; I 
refer to lV1P:;srs. Fry, Cadbury, and Pascal!, 
and Messrs. """'estles have erected a factory 
on the Parramatta River in ::\ew South 
\Vales. Of course we would like to have 
such factories o:stablishetl in Queensland. 
The more we have here the better, but the 
establishment of those factories affects 
Queensland principally through our great 
SLtgar industry. A trPmendous amount of 
sugar that is grown in Queensland will be 
used in the manufacture of confectionery by 
those firms, and as we have, during the last 
few years, outgrown the sugar consumption 
of the Comrnonwealih. \YO havo to look to 
Rome means for absorbing that surplus. In 
a short time we shall be going on with the 
construction of a sugar mill on the Tully 
Rivcr--

Nir. PEASE: It has already been started. 

lllr. TAYLOR: That means an increased 
production of tho sugar grown in that 
c-listrict. I have brought along \Yith me and 
,,·ill make a ;orcsent of it to the Secretary 
fo~ Agricultnr0-for I am sure he will be 
intcr0sted in it-a sample of confectionery 
1m1de in Melbourne b; ;\1acRobertson and 
Sons, Limited. I suppose that you could not 
find a better container in the worlr! than 
this; jt is artistiD and neat. IIowevt•r, \VO 
aro most concerned n bout the con ten h. The 
con(pnb consist mostly of Queensland sugar. 
I fpe] that Australia. is going to be tlw great 
cxportillg confcctionf!l'V nHtnnfa('tnrer of the 
world. I am confidei1t that Au,tralia will 
not be able to absorb all that the great 
hou2es which I nrentionNl this ev0ning will 
manufactur0, and that a market will be 
fonnd on the other side of the world. I 
bel i0ve the Psta blishment of those confec­
rionerv bminmscs in Australia will be of 
th(• Y'Cr.v gr0n tA~t assistancp to our sugar 
indestrv in the future. The contents of that 
tin are of first-dass qnality, and I have 
much pl0nsnrc in putting it on the table for 
the· :\!iniotcr t,-, inspr'ct nnd sample, and I 
R 111 sure ho \vill bPar Inr: ont in JTIV conten­
tion. T want it to be known that we in 
Australia can produce confectionery equal 
to the product of any other part of the 
world. 

The f'Ocoa bPrrn that I havn been advo­
<'atin,g- dwnld be cnltivati•d in Queensland 
has to be imnortcd bv the larg-e confec­
i.ioncry manufnctur0rs' in England and 
thn other parts of the world. Those 
n1a.nufactnrers aleo jmport their sugar, 
except pcrhRp.;:; in Gcrn1nn;"~ and Fra11ce, 
wh0rP a coP<:ldf'·rable nuantlt-v. of beet ~ugar 
is g-rmyn. \\'c h •vc the suiar, and all we 
ha'.-0 to clo is to assi•t in the csbbli.-hmcnt 
an-1 ma1ntPnanco of this great induBtrv by 
experimenting- with the cocoa bean. " 

I W011ld like to dwe11 for n moment on 
one or two of the items under the heading 

fMr. Taylor. 

"l'h;nf Office." The hon. member for 
J\Iurilla spoke with regard to the Instructor 
in Pig Raising. I do not know h?w that 
innovation is to be worked, especially m 
view of the abolition of the Agricultural 
College. I am not going to wear sackcloth 
and ashes on account of that abolition. 

lVfr. BcLCOCK: Hear, hear! 

Mr. TA YLOR: I do not know that the 
College was a o-r eat benefit, because for a 
nnmber of years~ I have had the feeling that 
it has not been fulfilling the function for 
which it was established. If an improvo­
r,wnt can be effected in the methods of 
tear:hino- the science of agricu lturc in 
Queensland, a very good thing will have 
been done. 

I Rm very pleased to see the incro."se in 
the salary of the Director of Agriculture. 
He desci~Yes it, and the incrcaso is well. 
wurranted. Regarding the Officer in \'harge 
of Seeds, J!'crtilis0rs, and Stock Food, 
Investigation Branch, I consider that this 
activitv of the Department of Agnculture 
has done excellent work in improving the 
quality of the seeds sown throughout Queens­
] >Lnd. There is a tremendous amount of diffi­
culty in securing seed of specially pur.:; 
varieties but I understand that the depart­
ment ha~ been doing excellent work in that 
direction and I belien, that any money 
spent in' this regard will be well spent and 
the results will be for the benefit of the 
Sratc. 

I would like to refer for a few moments 
to the cotton industry. My opinion is that, 
if the dreaded b~ll-wcevil or anything 
similar to the ball-weevil ever attacks the 
cotton industry of Queensland there will be 
onlv one way of dealing with it and that I& 
to act as thev acted in Victoria in connection 
with the phylloxera with which their vine­
yards were attacked some years ago. They 
;!cstroyed the vines and compensated the 
O\Vllers. 

Mr. B-cLCOCK; Even that has not been 
successful. 

Mr. TA YLOR : Probably not, but I do not 
think we could do anything else if thes.:; 
pests became established. The onlo: measure 
of prevention would be the destruetiOn of tho 
cotton. \Ve have all a considerable amount 
of faith in the cotton industry. 

Mr. BliLCOCK : It is obvious that you d~ 
not believe in ratoon cotton. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not want to go into 
the question of ratoon cotton, as it is a very 
difficult problem. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUllE: The ques­
tion you arc dealing with now-pests-is _very 
much involved in the question of ratoonmg. 

Mr. T.A. YLOR: It is unfortunate that we 
cannot ratoon as it means a considerable 
0xtra cost in· cu:tivation. If the ::VIinister 
has the information I would like him to say 
.iust what it costs per acre to root ?ut t)le 
old crops of cotton and replant. It IS qmte 
evident that it is not a bit of use attemptmg 
to grow ratoon cotton if the people on t~e 
other side of the world will not have It. 
That seems to be the end of the matter if 
they say they are not prepared to acc:'pt 
ratoon cotton. We have to grow the article 
they want. and if we are not prepared to do 
thai- wro sha.ll have to go out of the business. 
I do not think there will be any necessity 
for us to go out of the business, because so· 
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long a,s the British manufacturers and the 
Auetralian Cott<m Growers' Association are 
prepared to back up their opinions by the 
expenditnro of money-which they have been 
doing now for quite a long time-I think 
our duty is to go right ahead and endeaYour 
to foster the industry as much ac we possibly 
can. \Vhen we get oil mil:s established-­
they are being establiched at the present time 
-it will provide a profitable use for that 
by-product that does not exist at the present 
time. It is rather remarkable to read of 
the ups and downs that this industry has had 
in the StAte. Tf hon. members like to turn 
up '' Hansard " for 1892, they will find that 
a discussion took place in this Parliament in 
·connection with the cotton industry. In 
1888 the then Gm-ernn1Pnt offered a bonus 
of £10,000 for the manufacture of cotton 
fabric in Queensland from Queensland grown 
cotton. However, the industry never appears 
to have had a fair "go." 

Mr. Dc;LCOCK: Until the Labour party got 
into power. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You want to give the 
Labour party credit for everything. Then> 
is ono thing I notice you do not take cr0dit 
for. and that is the drought. 

Mr. CLAYTON: Do you accuse them of 
'8ausing the drought. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I would not accuse them 
·<>f it. 

The HooiE SECRETARY: I accuse you of 
helping to cause a drought here after 8 o'clock. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. TAYLOR: We all realise the great 
-value of the agricultural industry to Queens­
land. The Government, at the present time, 
care spending a tremendous amount of money 
on the Council of Agriculture, and I only 
hope that their wishes in that direction will 
be fulfilled. I do not like the idea of socialism 
-or communism, and I hope the men asso-
-ciated with that Council of Agriculture will 
retain control of the industry in their own 
hands. So long as thev do that I am not at 
all afraid of the result. It was mentioned 
this afternoon that it is a difficult matter to 
-organise the farmers. It is a most difficult 
matter. The organisation ha• been in exist­
ence only for twelve months, and, of course. 
we cannot expect very much in that period. 
They ha.ve ample time yet to demonstrrtte 
whether they are going to work for the benefit 
of the farmer, as we all hope they will, 
because there is nothing more heart-breaking 
than for a man to be engagoo in primary 
production in Queensland, or in any other 
part of Australia, and at the end of twelve 
months find after all his work and after he 
·has produced his crop that it has to be placed 
-on tho market and sold at a loss to him. I 
notice in one part of the director's report in 
connection with the Council of Agriculture 
that mention is made of some scheme of hail 
insuranr ". I think pos.sibl:v in a short time 
we might be able t-o introduce some system of 
crop insurance-not to insure the whole pros­
pective value of a man's crop, but we might 
possibly introduce a scheme of insurance by 
which it would be possible for a farmer to 
insure the cost pric" of his labour and the 
oast price of his seed. with probably a 10 per 
cent. addition. so that at the end of the 
period i n>'tcad of experiencing a total loss 
be would be recouped for the money expended. 
At th., present time when a drought comes 
along he cannot get anything and he suffers 
a total loss. 

Mr. LOGAN (Lockycr): There is no doubt 
that the Department of Agriculture is one 
of the most important departments that we 
have in Queensland, and in this connection 
ono likes to 'ee t.ho very best results obtained. 
The main question that I would like to dis­
cuss r.ow is the scheme for the conservation 
of fodder which the Government propose to 
launch at some later date. \Ve have in the 
director's report a certain scheme laid down 
whereby fodder is to be brought into certain 
centres and stacked in huge quantities. I 
do not think that is a wise thing to do. By 
having fodder such as hav and chaff stacked 
in bnlk in any centre there is a big risk of loss 
b~' fire. This fodder is subject to fire, and if 
a huge stack of fodder happened to catch fire 
there would be too much destroyed. The best 
nv~ans of consPrving fodder i~. i~ n1y opinion, 
lo stack it on the farm on which it has been 
grown If the farmers themselves are not 
able to conserve their fodder in a proper 
manner, they should receive a certain amount 
of tuition through the department and they 
should bo instructed how to stack their hav 
so that it will keep. If that were done, and 
t-he farmers wore made certain advances on 
the fodder stacke·d on the farm, the risk in 
connection with fire or other means of destruo­
tion would be very greatly diminished. It 
must bo remembered that under a scheme 
such as is proposed by the director. a farmer 
who sent fodder to the centre whore it is 
prono,ed to be stacked would at a later 
date hav to draw supplies from that stack 
for hrs own stock. That would mean an 
additional cost for transport from the farm 
to the stack and back again. That is why 
I do not think it is a wise policy to conserve 
fodder in large stacks as is proposed. 'vV e 
have had evidence of what is likely to happen 
in regard to the storing of wheat in bulk at 
various centres along the railways. While 
I admit that it is practic,.,lly necessary to 
have wheat stacked in bulk so that it can bo 
transmitted to any centre whore it is required 
from time to time, we have experienced very 
groat losses through the stacks breaking away, 
perhaps through mice eating the bags a~d 
so forth, or throu,-h wet getting in. In those 
eases the farmer is the man who has had to 
pay for the loss. I certainly do not think it a 
wise policy to conserve fodder in big stacks, 
as proposed by tho Director of Agriculture. 

I would lih' to refer to the stallion nues­
tion. The Lockyor district is noted fot: its 
good brood mares. \Ve have there some of 
tLe finest class of Clydesdales you will got 
rn the cou1~try. It seems an extraordinary 
thing that the Government at the very ti•no 
they are intrcoducing sires of t,ho Clvdosdal<:> 
type into th<> State take awav the only horse 
;ye have available in lho Lockvor district 
and ser.d it to some other centre·. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLERE: Thert' is 
still a horse there. 

Mr. LOGAN: Not a Government horse. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTl-RE : There i~ 

sbll one at th•• College. 

:\Ir. LOGAN: Ho must be young. 

The SECREl'ARY FOR AGRICl'LT1iRE: Yes, but 
he is very well bred. 

Mr. LOGAN: At the Laidley Show quite 
a number of farmers complained about this 
matter, and wanted to know when thBy were 
roing to g<'t another horse. I told t.hem 
that I understood that there wos one coming 
(o the Rosewood district, but they feel that 

Mr. Logan.] 
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that is altog-ether out of the q<Iestion. I 
feel sure that you are not going to get the 
host mares from the Lockyer -district t<J go 
ov<-r tl1P rang·e to Rosmvood to a h(Jl·,e tbere. 

The SECRHARY FOR AGRICCLTcRE: North 
Queensland is not getting a horse cithct. 

T\Ir. LOGAN: I recognise that, but at the 
oame time ::'\otth Queensland has not got 
the number of good brood rnarPs thtt wu 
have 1n tho Lockycr di:;i,rict. The farmers 
there are gcmg in for a good typ0 of hrm 
borse. lt n.<ty not be a heavy dra.nghl Lor->e 
snch as is required for the city, as that type 
of horse is not the type required on the 
farm. Farrners do not use the dray much; 
they arc inclined to use the Ger~an vrZtgon 
rond tabletop wagon, and those vehielo•l 
J'f~ouire a liiLdiurn hor.sc of good quality-not 
a heav:; Clyrlesdale. I hope that the Min­
is:er will recvgnise the importance of tho 
Lockyer di>ttict, and keep a good h<:'rse 
available there. I have heard that some 
lwcnty of tire mares at the Gatlon College 
hnve also btJen sent awav. l do r~ot l;;now 
whether th<• t statement 'is correct, and I 
I"Ou!d like the Minister to tell me. 

The SECReTARY FOil AGRIOl'LTCRE: I do not 
think so. 

Mr. LOGA:-.J: I am glad to hc~r that. I 
~incerely hope that they have not hoen taken 
away, because they are a good type of mare, 
md I hope the authorities will breed from 
r'rem there and circulate their progeny in 
lf.o district I recognise that Gation Col­
]c,ge comes under the Department of Pub1ic 
Ir·structlon, and I do not propo:5C io discuss 
that matter at length just now. 

There is one very important matter which 
t1 fl'ecrs us scTiously at the present ti:me­
th"t is the question of relief. which has been 
referred to at length to-night. At the show 
at Laidlc~,- yesterda:: I was approached by 
three diffE'rcnt farrncr~ who asked 1ne if it 
was pos,iblc to g-et relief from this dopart­
tnl'nt. Thcv told me that their creclit was 
absolutely gone, that it was not possible for 
I bem to obtain relief an,·whcro cl'' e. and 
that they were natural]\' :dependent on the 
Government to a;sibt them in their lime of 
clistrcss, wh-:ch is quite a reasonable· thing. 
I understand that at the present time miners 
in the Monnt Morgan district ore getting 
relief to the extent of £1.000 a week, 
alLhough they arc working under award 
rates of pay. If that is so. I lhink it is 
q1'1te a reasonable thing for the far;nerc' to 
v,et relief too. H is inlcrcsting to note the 
fLlrm of application which the fanners have 
i·o make for this rE•liof. \Yhilo tho \Yorker 
is able to obtain relief without ha,ing to 
sign an~.~ pro~nissory notf• to r·epay in the 
fqture. the farmer has to sign a promissory 
11010. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTC\'LTliRE: That is 
n >t so. The scheme of relief at the Ho:ne 
Office io opc;r to every citizen in Quecrdand. 

:\fr. LOGAN: In the Department of Agri­
cultur,, the farmer has to fill in a form of 
appJicqtion for relief, and he has to sign 
a promissory note to repay what he pos­
sibl;; con. At the pres<ml, time a good many 
of the farme-rs in my district-and I know 
that my di .. trict is only similar to many 
others-are in snch a state that they are 
absolutdy do\Yn and ont. \Ve know thqt 
there are maliv workers in the citv who 
'" e do•Yn and out. and it is ouite a 
re"sonable thing that the Government should 
stand behind them in their time of need. 

[Mr. Logan. 

But why co11sidPr one section of the com­
munity to the detriment of the oth"r? This 
relief shonld be extende-d to th" farmcn. 
who have h-,lped lo build up tlw credit of 
the State. It is the farming people in the 
State who made it possible for the Govern­
ment to borrow ,money. Even thonglr the 
farmer may be down and out and require­
assistance to keep him going in bad times 
like he has iust now, it is only a milttc-r of 
time when with gvccl soa.sons he will be 
able to make good and meet his obligations. 
When his creait is restore-d ihe 8tate will 
l>e infinitely better off than it is noiV. I 
have here aro article from tho "Dailu )Jail" 
of 31st May last, which give' the ·form of 
application which it is ncc·~>;;sar:v- for a 
frrrmor to (ill in before he is able to obtain 
rdief. The article states-

" ·while people in the city co,n go to 
the relid depot and get rations at Go­
vernment expense ar1d never arc called 
upon to rnake rcpa:VInonts \Yhen, say~ 
work is obtained, it is a dificr0nt story 
with the farmer suffering from the 
ravages of drought, under the Go\ern­
n1ent's rulief schen1e. 

"At l·.:>ast that is the conclw.ion re•1ched 
after reading the forms proYided by the 
Government for applicants for relid. 
The di,,advantage under which the 
settler will labour ie best shown by a 
quotation from the official 'declaration 
and application for relief.' This set£. 
out-

" I \YILL RENY. 

" I, , owing to the drought 
and to ihe heavy expenditure incurre<t 
thereby, have been unable to secure· 
frnm my holding or other methods 
sufficient returns to maintain my family 
in fair comfort, and I hereby arply 
for ntonetary assi:::.tance for a p~riod 
of weeks at the approYcd 
'3chedulc rates as set out hereunder, 
which I undertake' to expend soldy 
in purchasing food or clothing for 
mysPlf a.nd famil:' and for no c,ther 
purpose. I undertake alw tlnt I will 
nut apply any portion of the arummt 
acyanceJ towardo the acquittance of 
any debt already incurred. and will 
r0pay such amount to the Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stock v·ithin 
twelve months of the date of the last 
instalmenr, to me, and for which I will 
give a promi"ory note i( call8d upon 
to do f'O" 

That is the ferm of application which it is 
necesary for a farmer to make for relief. 
I do :10t say that it is a wrong fnru of 
application, and if any farmer at the end 
of twelve months should be able to repay 
it is quite a reasonable thing that he sho·1ld 
do so, but in the ev·rnt of the ap;1hcant not 
b'·ing able to meet his promis.,ory note at 
the end of the twelv, months, \Yhat is going 
to happen to him then? 

Mr. \VETR: Tlw same has happened in 
cc·nnection with seed wheat. 

Mr LOGA~: The article in the "Daily 
M ail" further states-

" The rates of assistancf~ are set out 
as follow:-

Occupier of a holding 15s. a week, 
each dependent over sixteen vears of 
age 10s. a week, E•ach dependent child 
under th'" age of sixteen yeara 4s. 6d, 
a week. 
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"Admitting that in ~very insirtloce 
where relief is granted by the State at 
the relief depot, thr: case is a. genuine 
one-these recipients are not called 
on to r~pny what they receivcJ in the 
form of rations, though thPy may recc·iYe 
rations over a period of months. Yet 
the unfortunate settler is being citlled 
upon to repay all tfJa.t he receives from 
the Go·1ernment, anu >nthm a stated 
period." 

l\'ow, if at the specified time the farmer can 
pay, it is quite reasonabl<:; that l~c sho~ld 
pay. But if an employee m a.ny. mdust~tal 
occupation who may have been m a fauly 

' good position for a time, has his 
[8.30 p.m.] services terminated and so gets 

out of employment and has to get 
relief from the Government, he is not called 
upon, when he gets -employment later on and 
is perhaps able to do m, to refund what he 
has received. If it is not fair for him to 
make a refund, it is not fair for the farmer; 
there is no difference. I know just how the 
farmer works, and I think that the man on 
the land is just as much a worker as the 
man in the city. I appeal to the Minister 
to make available mo·re money for the exten­
sion of relief in the drought-stricken a.roas. 
By Eo doing he will help to keep people on 
their holdings, and, after all is said and 
done. it is the right and proper thing for 
the Government to do. 

Reference has been made to the refusal 
of the Government to countenance the grow­
ing of ratoon cotton. I have had experience 
of cotton-growing, and, whilst it is true that 
we have not gone in much for ratooning, I 
certainly cannot see tha.t we are going to 
gain any great advantage by discontinuing 
the production of ra to on cotton. Of course 
I know the intentions of the Government, 
but I regret very much their -decision. It is 
very important to men in my district, where 
farmers have grown cotton considerably and 
have been obliged to cut out their ratoons. 
They have p:antcd their seed twice, but 
owing to dry weather it did not come up, 
a.nd consequently they got no crop, but they 
would have had a crop of ra to on cotton if 
the Government had allowed them to grow it. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: If they had ratoon cotton 
they could not have sold it. 

Mr. LOGA;'\: That is the point I want 
to raise. vVe know that the Government 
gave a guarantee of 5~d. a lb. for all cotton 
grown for three years, but the Government 
broke their contract. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
wrong. 

Mr. LOGAN: It is not wrong-. They 
guaranteed a price for all cotton gwwn, but 
before the three years were up the British 
delegation came along and made cerhi'l 
representations to the Government with 
re5pect to ratoon cotton. and the pric8 for 
ratoon cotton was dropped. The guara.ntee 
was for al 1 cotton of good quality. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Th<e first 
guarantee was for good quality cotton free 
from disease. 

Mr. LOGAN: 'I'hat would include ratoon 
cotton. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Ra.toon 
cotton is not good quality cotton. 

M'r. LOGAN: It is. It is equal ro, if not 
better tha.n, plant cotton. 

Mr. CARTER: The experts say that they 
cannot tell the difference, 

Mr. LOGAN: I have seen cloth made from 
ratoon cotton that was grown forty-five years 
ago. and you cannot get better quality cotton 
to-dav. However, I recognise that the 
Govei·nment have made up their minds, and 
I merely wish to say I regret thc>r adwn, 
because I believe from my own knowledge, 
that there is ratoon cotton equal to the plant 
cotton. 

\Vith reference to the experimental plots 
in the Bm·nett and Callido districts, I agree 
that the Government would be well advised 
to analyse every block before any man is 
settled on the la.nd, because there a-re many 
areas in which the farmers do not know what 
their holdings will produce, and before any 
body of men are ;.ettled in a new district 
thev should be told exactly what the land 
is 'capable of producing. I notice tha.t 
various demonstration plots are to be started. 
I think that is a. very good idea, and, ]udgmg 
from the experience of the success achieved 
at the State farm at Roma, fo-r instance, one 
can appreciate the usefulness that such plots 
will have. If the Government are able to­
get men of similar ability to the man at 
Roma for the other State farms, the State 
is going to deriye a very great benefit incked. 
I had the pleasure some time ago of visiting 
the State fa.rm at Roma, and, although I am 
a practical farmer I had my eyes orwncJ 
very wide indeed. The man in charge of 
tha.t fa·rm is certainly not getting pay com­
mensurate with the work he is Joing; it is 
hard to estimate the value of the ser·vices 
of a man like that to a. State like Queensland. 
If the Govern.nent arc fortunate enough to 
get similar men to direct these experimental 
plot3 and put their hearts into their work 
'" that gentleman a.t Roma has done, then 
I f0cl sure that the far.ners will de.ive very 
great benefit indeed from them. 

I do not wish to speak further, but I 
repea.t that I hope efforts will be made to 
extend thp relief in the drougiiL-strikcon 
areas. There is no doubt that the sf'ttlers 
in them are deserving of our symvathy and 
o£ our help as well. As I said on thC' 
Financial Statement, there are farmers in 
my district who are not likely to receive a 
penny of income for the whole twelve months 
and it depends on whether the relief is gom~ 
to be continued whether they will be able 
in some instances to remain on their farms. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): We are told that 
all wealth comes from mother earth, and 
that therefore our primary industries should 
be fostered. I am ono of those wl1o agr~e 
with that statement. One of the sins of past 
Governments was that the Department of 
Agriculture and Stock, which was est~bli:;hed 
especially to look after our primary indus­
tries, was not subsidised or financed to the· 
extent it should have been. Kotwithstanding 
that the reyenue has practically doubled 
under the administration of this Government 
since 1914, we find that the increase in the 
money spent on the Department of Agricul­
ture and Stock has not been in similar prO'­
portion. Moreover, notwithstanding that ths 
vote for the department this vear is £201 448 
as compared with £155,992 fast year, if' yo~ 
analyse the figures you will find that there 
ure some extraordinary items which make 
th~ increase very marked. 

Mr. Vo-wl<'ls.] 
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A large sum of money is required for the 
supply of fodder on account of the drought 
co:1ditions which obtain at the present time 
and which. unfortunaielv have obtained for 
some con;i-dcrable time " ' 

The_re is one subject which I am particu­
larly mterested in, an-d that is the subject of 
cotton culture. I think that we as Queens­
landers cannot give sufficient. attention to the 
development of cot on culture because I feel 
that ~otton is one of the crops that is going 
!o br1_ng Queensland into its own again, an-d 
IS gomg to put the State in a position to 
cope successfully with the biggPst curoo, next 
to the ~overnment, and that is the growth of 
the priCkly-pear. Thoro are districts in the 
Df!-lby electorate where the quality of the 
soli IS overythmg that could be desired I 
recollect particl!farly the Chinchilla dist;·ict, 
where some twenty years ago the quality 
Df the natural grasses was so good that the 
butter which was made from the product of 
the stock on those natural grasses received 
the first prize in the competition, but unfor­
tunately the bulk of that land has gone under 
pri~kly-pcar. I do not know of any crop 
wl11ch can be more profitably grown on the 
Northern Downs and which will give better 
results per acre than cotton. Notwiths, and­
ing that many persons who prepared their 
land wore disappointe-d as the result of the 
season, there were others in the same locality 
who wore more fortunate. I have been 
privileged to see the returns that they got 
from that land. That land is not regarded 
as having very high quality soil, but it is 
land which can be purchased at a very small 
sum per acre. The sum is so c·mall that it 
is almost of no value at the present time. 
To prepare it for crops that it is capable of 
producing would cost so much to clear the 
prickly-pear that the expenditure is not 
commensurate with the value of the land. If 
the retur"s, or even only a portion of the 
returns, that I saw can be got off some of the 
better land now under prickly-pear in the 
melon-hole country and the brigalow scrubs, 
then that would present a solution of the 
biggest problem that we have got, and that 
is to clear of prickly-pear the good land 
adjacent to our existing railways. I would 
like the M-inister, in dealing with the question 
of cotton culture, to take into consideration 
whether some scheme should not be evolved 
·whereby the youth of Queensland would be 
given an opportunity of placing themselves 
in a. position of earning those big fees and 
salaries which will ua.turally be paid in 
cotton manufacture in the future in Queens­
land. Cotton companies have spent larg·o 
~urns of money in the establishment of gin­
neries. 'They have carried out their part, 
and they have got th0 plant necessary for 
the handling of the crop when it comes 
along; and when that crop justifies itself then 
it is their intention to create manufactories. 
I would offer the suggestion to the Minister 
that he should consider some scheme wherebv 
the you' h of Queensland will be able to tako 
advantage of these manufactories. and I 
suggest that in the meantime he should s8e 
that yottng Australians have an opportunity 
of making themselves nroficient in all the 
various departments o( cot' on manufacture, 
so that they will be in a position to take up 
that work when the opportunity offers. There 
is an item in this vote for fodder for the 
relief of selectors who are suffering as a 
result of 1 he drought. I am very astonished 
that am- Government should be so unbnsiness­
like, after having ,expended such huge sums 

(Mr. V mules. 

of money as they have already expended on 
f.odder for starving stock, as to cease~ supply­
mg the fodder for the protection of the very 
cattle which are now going to die and which 
are the only asset whereby these loans for 
fodder are going Jo bo repaid. I refer to 
the loans in respect of fodder already con­
sumed. vVhen we heard that there was a 
likelihood of the department stopping that 
supply, the Country party sent a deputation 
of Jto members to the Minis er, and I sin­
cerely trust that the representations of that 
deputation will be productive of good. After 
you have expended £30,000, or whatever the 
sum is up to date, is it not better to go a 
little further and protect this stock. or is it 
good business to let the S' ock on which a 
considerable sum of money has been expended 
die? How is a man going to carry on? 
How is a farmer going to carry on, and, 
what is more important, how is he going to 
pay the debt in respect to the fodder which 
has already been supplied to him? I have 
spoken in the past about the Department of 
Agriculture being the Cinderella department; 
but I see that there is a sum of £26,000 being 
added to the vote as a result of the estab­
lishment of the Council of Agriculture. Up 
to date we have not seen very much practical 
result from tho ectablishment of that Council. 
We are living in the hope that it will be 
productive of good; but one thing we are 
afraid of is that the Council of Agriculture 
is going to come into conf!il't with other 
branches of the department. and that there 
will be jealousy, rivalry. and duplication of 
servl~C'~. 1 ask the Minister to take that 
sugge; • ion for what it is worth and see that 
that position does not arise. \Ve have to 
realise that the old cffirers i'n the depart­
ment who have been there for many years 
have had increased duties and increased 
respon~ibilities placed upon them as a result 
of the legislation passed bv 'his Government. 
In some instances the staff hfts been -deplet0d 
instead of being increased. The officers have 
not been given any encouragement. The 
expert officers in this department ar0 under­
paid as compared with the expert officers in 
similar positions in other States. If we are 
[;·e>ing to have a department wh;ch is cqpable 
of carrying out the responsibilities that exist 
in a tropical country such ac Queensland, we 
should have the very best experts; and you 
can only get the very best of experts by 
paying tho very best salaries. 'Vhen I say 
that, I do nor speak in any disparaging way 
of the exi;rinD: officers. I sav that the area 
of the country is too big, and the contralisa­
ti'on of the authority in Bricbane does not 
give the scope or the chance to officers to go 
round and cope with our pests in particular 
in a. way in which they should be: coped with. 

I spoke a little whik ago a bout the fodder 
for starving stock. I think that the depart­
ment made a mistake in regard to the 
methods which were adopted for thP distri­
bution of that fodder in country districts. 
I do not think that there is any district more 
entitled to relief than my own cJ.,ctoratc, or 
any district that has wffercd the raYages of 
drought more. I do know that many men 
\Yho wanted to protect. their dairy stock in 
particular reserved their applications until 
the verv last hour. and the delavs which have 
taken place in connection with "their applica­
tion. are unthinkable. There is too much 
red tape. I do not see why the department 
could not place police officers in the various 
districts, and allow them to witness appli­
cations and certify to the bon>L fides of the 
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applicant. The police officers are con­
stantly round the farms in connection with 
electoral matter,; they know the individuals 
and their circumstances, and they are able 
to certify as to crops that are being grown 
and the conditions generally that arc offer­
ing. Any man could tell at a cursory glance 
whether the stock on a farm is going to die 
from the effects of drought or \Yhethor it is 
not. 

I lu1o\v of cases \Vhero tnen have made 
applications for fodder, and they have not 
even received a reply to their applications 
four weeks afterwards. A man came into 
my offi, o and said to me : " I made an 
application for fodder. A month has 
·elapsed, and during that time thirteen head 
of rny dairy cows and two head of draught 
horses died." I was told it was the fault 
·of the State Produce Agency, and that 
the matter would bo accelerated. It was, 
and the fodder came along, but too late. 
I had another instance from another dis­
trict where exactly the same thing hap­
pened. The man lived in the country, and 
·could not lP.ave his stock. Ho omitted to 
pu+ in 2s. 6d. worth of stamps with his 
apr-lication, and it w_as held up. That man 
lived some distance from the town, and it 
would have cost him two days going in and 
out, during whirh time his stock had to be 
watered. The delay caused by the omission 
·cost the man seven head of dairv cattle. One 
has only to realise what an asset these stock 
are to-day. I do not know how these people 
who arc losing their cattle arc going to 
finance thcmsch-es in the future, or where 
the stnek to replace the loe~cs in their dairy 
herds is to come from. Men in that unfor­
tunate position to-day who have lost their 
·dairy herds. as they have done in the Warra, 
Brigalow, and \Vest Dalby districts, are up 
against the Gnancial position when the time 
comes for them to replace them. If they 
manage to get them they have to wait twelve 
months hdore they come into profit, but in 
the meantime they have to carry on. The 
effort to save the dairy cows is one of the 
big problems now facing dairymen. If they 
can be kept alive now thev will be brought 
iLto nroductivitv earlier than if the dairy­
men ha've to restock. 

Another mai'ter which has exercised the 
people in my district is one whic~ the hon. 
member for Lockyer referred to m connec­
tion with the State stallions. These State 
stallions have been allotted to various dis­
tricts. One has been allottc·d to Oakey, on 
the J\'orthern Downs. I am told by persons 
who know the districts well that there are 
sufficient mHres in the Da lby district for the 
purpose of that horse without going further 
afield. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Southern 
·Queensland ~ot the lot. 

Mr. VOWLES : That is not the point. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That Is 
the point. 

Mr. VOWLES: The point is there are 
people in my district who have some of the 
best mares possibly on the Northern Downs, 
and if the Government are going to do some­
thing in the t -direction why ohould they not 
do it pronerly? I asked the Minister when 
he brought this matter forward how many 
mares would be allotted to each horse, and 
he told me fifty would be sufficient. I 
asked him what would happen if the demand 
was greater, and he did not reply. It is only 
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a matter of getting more horses. The bring­
ing in of new blood is a good move. If the 
Government are going to get new blood they 
should do so from Scotland and the Old 
Country, possibly leaving ='Jew Zealand 
alone, and getting a new strain altogether. 

Mr. FOLEY: vYhat type do you advocate? 
Mr. VOWLES: The Clydesdale pure and 

simple. although I am not an authority on 
Clydcsdales. l am giving the Minister the 
position as I find it in my district, and giv­
ing him the result of my discussions with 
people who are breeders. These are their 
·"'ggPstions. and if the Minister will put 
thorn before his advi,er, whoever he may be 
-presumably Mr. Tait-I am sure he will 
come to the conclusion that my suggestions 
are worthv of considor.ction and yerv sound. 

There d:re one Oi' two small matt"crs-they 
may appear small so far as the vote is con­
cerned-around \vhich much interest to this 
State centres. Ono matter is in connection 
with the fruit industry, and the other is 
connected with the markets. The Agent­
General, in his report, lays great stress on 
the fact that if we want to obtain a market 
for fruit and other products we must market 
them in a methodical way, especially as 
regards display, gradin6, packing, and hav~ 
ing the proper markets. The amount of 
monl'Y we would expend in appointing a 
man to show our fruitgTowers how to pack 
their commodities would be money V\ ell 
spent. I trust the producers will take advan­
ta~e of the opportunities the department 
offer in thi~ respect. If they do so they will 
be rewarded a hundredfold. 

Mr. COLLI:\TS (JJowrn) : I listened very 
attentively to the remarks of the hon. mem­
bers for Lockyer and Dalby. Both members 
complained that the stallions bought by t~e 
Government had not been sent to then· 
respective districts. So far as I am aware, 
North Queensland was not allotted a single 
>tall ion. 

Mr. LOGAN: I was complaining about one 
being taken away. 

Mr. COLLTNS: Onlv one was sent to the 
Cedral district. I ·represent a district 
which has a fairly large number of horses. 
According to the latest returns issued by 
the Department of Agriculture and Stoc_k­
that is, for 1921-1922-in the petty scss1ons 
district of Bmvon then are no kss than 
15,561 hors<·s. Then, if we come to the potty 
sessiom district of Proserpine, we find there 
are 5, 788: whik in the petty se<sions district 
of A:vr there are 10.810. In other words, we 
ha.ve over 30,000 horses in those three ·d!s­
trids, or one twenty-fifth of the totltl number 
in the whole of Queensland. I do not know 
whv thr'se stallions should have been sent into 
the. various Torv deetoratcs. I claim that my 
electorate and .North Queensland in general 
are just as much entitled to have a good 
breed of horses as Southern QuecnslaJCd. Our 
principal agricultural indnstry is th~ sugar 
industry in J\'orth Queensland. While they 
may be using tractors. they also want to use 
horses in certain districts. I therefore do 
not 5ee that Southern Queensland has any­
thin~ at all to complain about. North 
Que~nsland has cause for complaint if •here 
is a complaint. I am merelv mentioning these 
few fects in order to let the Minister know 
that there is a fairly large number of horses 
in the Bowen district. 

I wa.nt to thank the 1\Iinister in connec­
tion with the good work he has done in my 

Jl.fr. C()llins.l 
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elect,orate 111 assisting the farmers, mainly 
on the Inkerman Estate. They have had to 
go through a drought just the same as the 
farmers in the Lockyer electorate. Although 
they have been up agair,st it they have not 
meanod and groaned, but have stood up and 
faced the >ituation like men. J\i either did 
they "·ant me to mm1n and groan for them. 
The· Minister has always boon good to them 
in that direction. vYheHever they asked for 
c•>JJC plants they received them and gave a 
lien over their crops. but they alwa vs paid 
!Jack wha: ;us advanced to them. That Is a 
feather in their cap. 

Mr. LOGAN: You will always find the 
farmers willing to do that. 

Mr. COLLI:'\S : I am glad to hear that 
the hon. member for Lockyer representa the 
sn me class of farmers as I do, cmd thJ t they 
repay their just debts to the Government. 

I also vnwt to congratulate the 
[9 p.m.J Minister on the subject of the 

experimental farm at Home Hill 
under the supervision of C. G. Munro, a 
practical farmer with good and long experi­
ence in North Queensland in connection with 
sup-ar-gro\ving and other crops. They are 
carrying out several systerns of irrigation on 
that expc,rimental farm-the Hawaiian and 
five or oix other systems of irrigation-to try 
to educate the farmer as to the best system 
suited to that locality. It may be interesting 
to hon. members to know thrrt this experi­
mental farm wld cane to the value of 
£1,377 last year. I don't know whether 
the farm is self-supporting, but I take it that 
the \Vord. '' expC>rimPntnl" does not suggest 
that it should be. It has done good work, 
and I hope it will do still better work when 
the irrigation scheme gets into full swing on 
the farm. I have seen it operating myself. 
I make 1t n1y business every tin1e I an1 in 
the• district to go over the farm with the 
manager, 1\fr. Munro, to see 1;":hat is being 
done. I am satisfied that the 200 odd acres 
tl1at \\TO have there are n vorv valuable 
property. " 

R.egarding cotton, I am one of those who 
believe, lib the leader of the Opposition, 
ihat people should not go in for ratoon 
cotton. What is the use of growing this 
cotton if th:TC is no demand for it? It is no 
use the hon. member for Lockyer pushing 
the matter because he has half a dozen 
disgruntled farmers in his district. I have 
half a dozen or more fa rrncrs \Yho cccasion­
ally get disgruntled, but we should not 
sacrifice a crop of great value, which the 
leader of the Opposition said was going to 
bring about good results, for the sake of half 
a do7,en or oven 200 or 300 men who want 
to grow ratoon crop,;. Let me point out to 
tho hon. member for Lockyer the result of. 
the Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act, 
which has educated the farmers to receive 
payment on analysis. It has done away 
with the poor varieties of cane that were 
grown before the Act was paseod. F11rmers 
now grow cane of high density because they 
are paid on the basis of density. Th<'re is 
no difference between this question and that 
of ratoon cotton. People should not be 
allowed to grow rubbishy cott.on that is not 
required. I met farmers in my district who, 
after the passing of the Cane Prices Act, still 
wanted to grow cane on a weight basis. That 
is al1 very well, but it has been proved that 
density is rhe best paying rroposition, and 
these people have been educated to the fact 
that they are best paid for their cane by 

[.J,fr. Collins. 

analysis. They had to be educated to-
thao:. 

.:Hr. LOGAN: I agree that it is the duty 
of the GovernmeHt to educate the farmers. 
Can you tell me wh.v an expert cannot teli 
the difference bo,~ \~, .. 0f-~ll ratoon and ordinary 
cotton? 

Mr. COLLI:'\S : I am not a.n expert, but 
that is not my fault. At any rate, I cannot 
hear the hon. member's interjectwns. My 
experience in connection with trie Depart­
ment of Agriculture is that it is always 
sympathetic towards the man on the [and 
and does all it possibly can to a'sist him. 
In my district we passed through just as 
severe a drought-in fact it is on at the 
present time-as any experienced in the 
Lockyer district. Once more I congratulate 
the Secretary for Agriculture upon the 
svmpathctic wr,y in which he administers 
his department. 

The SECRETARY FOR. AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK (Hon. IY. :-.i. Uillies, Eacham): 
I shall be very brief in m,y reply. First 
of all, I desire to tha,lk hon. members on 
bGth side.·· of the House, particularly the 
hon. membN for Bowcn, for their compli­
mc•ntary references. Although I shall not 
b" able to reply in detail to all the sugges­
tions and charges made, I desire to say 
that the sugghtions made from both sides of 
the House will receive my very crrreful and 
sympathetic consideration. I will run 
briefly over some of the matters referred to. 

Probablv the matter which has received 
most attention, and which is no daub the­
most important matter-I make no apoh gy 
for saying that-is the que· tion of the con­
tinuation of the drought relief. Fir t of all, 
with regard to the criticism-:-for there has 
been wme criticism with regard to the 
methods of administering this relief. Com­
parisons have been made bf'twoen the treat­
ment bv this Government of city workers 
and o£" farmers under the drou.ght relief 
scheme. I want to ccay right awav that the 
drought relief scheme to farmers supplements 
the relief scheme open to all citizens. Any 
citizen in the State who is up agains· it and 
wants food can go to 1 he police in any 
district and get relief. I have said time 
and tirrn~ again-and the hon. n1en1ber for­
Lockver has admitted it-that the farmer is 
not l~oking for charity. If he was. he knows 
that charity v·ould be uvaila.ble to him .iust 
the same as it is to citv ·and countrv workers 
who cannot get food." The farmer mereiy 
·wants relief. 

I admit that the conditions governing this 
relief scheme are not business condit'ons. \Ve 
r<"··ognisc that if this form of relief were to 
be carried out it would have to be dnno 
expeditiouslv. We realise that if we relied 
ou tht~ Drdincn~v channels of infornuttion 
delay \Vould ha\~C occnrrcd, and this would 
have detrimentally affected the a !ready 
harassed farmer. There is no doubt that we 
have been imposed upon, and I am going to 
givP some examples, as the matter is an 
important one. I am not going to give the 
namn. because that wculd not be a fair thing· 
to do I am satisfied that some of these 
people were not entitled to relief under the 
scheme. but that they worked on the assump­
tion " It is the Government; the Government 
are 5trong and have p[,ntv of money, and I 
mi~ht as well put in for it the same as the 
rest." In order to find out just how this 
scheme is working all over the drought areas 
-you must boar in mind that it does not 
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apply to -:\' orth Queensland and a large por­
tion of the State not affee'ed by drought-! 
will run over brief extracts from reports of 
our inspectors dealing with cases where relief 
was granted~-

" No. 1.-This person should be in a 
position to purchase his own fodder. His 
family are all grown up and in good 
pos'tions, and he can procure cred1t any­
'vhcre in Tool,Yoomba. 

"No. 2.-Has sufficient means to pur­
chase fodder on his own account. 

"'\"o. 3.-~ot a bona fide farmer; is 
the owner anrl licensee of a hotel. 

"No. 4.-0nc of two brothers, one. a 
dairy fanner. Is engag·cd in driving a 
motor lorr.v. The farrn is n1ortgagcd to 
a firm of solicitor<. Should not require 
as:;:t1stance to purchase fodder. 

" No. 5.-Is in a fairly sound position 
financially, and should be able to provide 
for his stock without assistance. 

" Ko. 6.-Appoars to be in a fairly 
financial pos'tion, and should be able to 
provide for his stock without assistance. 

" :-;o. 7.-I C('rtainlv would consider 
this applic:mt financiaily able to provide 
for his stock without assistance. 

" Ko. 8.-l'\ot entitled to relief. 
" ::\o. 9.-\Yhc-n. questioned by the 

inspector about getting relief, thi ... man 
stat·d. · \Yhat . . . foob we "·ould be 
to purcbase it-we are all getting our 
fodder through the L.P.A. at a much 
cheaper rate. 

'' '\o. 10.-Is in a posrtwn to afford a 
motor-car. ::\ot in neecl of relief. 

" ::\o. 11.-A single man earning good 
n1one~,T-not in DC'L'd of charity. 

" I\o. 12.-PE•rfect failure on the land 
-not \Yorth:v of assistance. 

":\'o. 13.-Propricter of hotel. 
}h,; !!.~ dairy cattle, pigs, or working 
hDl': S. 

That may be the gentleman who owns racc­
horsL.s-

" :'i'o. 14.--Is financial and can afford 
to purchase fodder without the aid of 
l~overnn1ent assistance. 

":\'o. 15.-Ernp:oycd on contract work. 
\Yas paid £20 for ten days' work and is 
still working. 

" l':o. 16.-ReceiYecl £120 for his cotton. 
On! y ha' a wife to keep; personal relief 
unnecessary.'' 

Another one reads-
,, So:d 2:0 acres land recently. No one 

residing on his farm. Man independent 
meum. ln a position to proYiclc for his 
stock." 

Another one says-
" A blacksmith employed at his trade 

for ~ nnc time. vvhile his two sons 'vork on 
the farrn." · 

Here is another ono-
" Has two large motor lorries daily on 

the road carting crcan1." 

Another one-
,, In good circu1nstances financially." 

Another one is described as the most pros­
perous far:ncr in the district. I have quite 
a lo .g Lst. and l just mention these to 
show that tbc GoYcrnrncnt have been impo.oed 
on, although l do net want to sa v that 
that would be a justification for the Govern-

mcnt closing down. The real cause of the 
Govcrnm<)nt closing clown when they did was 
because the fund was exhaustPd, and it would 
not bo exhaus· ed had it applied only to those 
who had neither cash nor credit. 

Mr. ~I'IORGAN: Could not the Government 
institute prosecutions in some of those cases? 

The Sl<:CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That is worthy of consideration. I am bound 
to say that, while it was a fact that the 
Government were imposed on, that is no 
justification for causing innocent people to 
suffer, and I am certainly going to see that 
they do not suffer; but it has been the cause 
for our haYing to ciose down when wo did, 
bocausP the fund would have lasted a great 
deal longc•r had only those who were qualified 
uuder the scheme applied for relief. 

:VIr. CoRSER: It would ha Ye boon far better 
tD be n.ore cardt!l in the distribution. 

The SRCUETARY FOR AGRICL'LTURE: 
Harl we taken ordinary business precau­
tions and insi,tcd on a full inquiry by an 
officer of the department, it might have 
meant delays. Those dolavs would have 
c Lusccl suffcl·ing, so VYC acc_,ptC'd the sugges­
tion of the Council of Agriculture that tho 
chairdJUll or sccrctarv of the Local Producers' 
A,sociations should 'be allowed to certify to 
the justice of the claims. \V e know farmers 
are only hun1an, and I -,upposo, when they 
heard that other people "·ere getting the 
relief, they thought they might just as well 
be in the swim. It is very difficult for a 
neighbour to refuse to cc'rtify to a claim 
that is brought under his notice. :\'o doubt 
there has been some careloswo s on the part 
of people who should han> known better. 
I want to show that we ha.-c administered 
this relief sympathetically and jndiciously, 
aEd in this connection I desire to quote one­
or two testirr1onials sent along voluntarily to 
the St,ate Produce Agency. l also desire to 
quote from the Toowoomba '' Chronicle" of 
•th August, which is not a Labour paper 
b,,· any moans. Dealing with the question 
asked by the hon. member for Murilla in 
this House, this paper says-

" Regarding Nlr. Godfre.;· Morgan's 
(l'd.L.A.) inquiry of Mr. Gillics ·re delay 
of delivery of fodder for staning stock 
(as per to-clay's 'Chronicle'), I am afraid 
he will not get a specific instance in this 
district of any undue deJa in the 
delivery of fodder ordered of thC' Agri­
cultural Department. On the contrary 
the local branch of the Local Producers' 
Association has \nit.ten and compli­
mentecl those who wore re,ponsJble fo>· 
the deliYery on their promotnoss of 
despatch." • 

Mr. :MonGAN: A correspondent wrote that. 
It was not written by the editor of the 
paper? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLT'CRE: 
It is fro:n the Columboola correspondent. 

Mr. MonGAC\i : He is a strong Labour 
agitatol'. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Anyone who speaks truthfully of the Govern­
ment must be a strong Labour agitator. 

Mr. MoRGAN: I know he is. 

The SECRETARY FOR _\GRlCULTURE: 
I do not know him at all. I now want to 
quote from lcttm·s that have been received by 
the State Produce Agency. I am not going 
to quote the details, but will just run over 
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them hurriedly to show the testimonials sent 
in by the various correspondents. Mrs. 
Briant writes-

" Just a word to sav that the fodder 
as applied for has a~rived safely, for 
which many thanks, as this is going to 
be a very hard winter. . . . Again 
thanking you for your prompt attentwn." 

Another correspondent writes-
" I am grateful to you for your prompt 

attention in securing this fodder for me 
as it means a lot to me." 

Another one writes-
" I ·receive·d the eighty-six bags in 

good time. Very pleaeed with same." 
Another one writes complimenting the State 
Produce Agency, and says-

" Very pleased with the fodder sup­
plied. Very excellent chaff and many 
thanks." 

And so they go on. I have quite a sheaf of 
letters showing that we have carried out the 
scheme sympathetically. Here is one from 
the same place as the correspondent who 
wrote to the Toowoomba " Chronicle." The 
8ecretary of the Local Producers' Association 
from that district has this to say-

" At a meeting of the Columboola 
Local. Producers' Association to-day I 
was mstructed to mform you of this 
association's appreciation of the adminis­
tration of relief. I was also instructed 
to say the quality of the fodder sent on 
was Al." 

I do not think I need quote any more but 
I have quite a number in my hand that I 
could quote if it were necessary to do so. 

'I'he hon. member for Burnett had some­
thing to say about a peculiar outbreak in 
Mme cattle in his district. I may sav that 
the department have not allowed that matter 
to drop. They are following it up, and in 
order to make sure that the cause of the 
deal h of the cattle was arsenical poisoning 
we shall endeavour to have the analysis made 
by Mr. Pound checked by Mr. Henderson, 
the Government Analyst. He will probably 
dear the matter up. 

Mr. CORSER: Will he try and find out how 
the arsenic got into the stomach? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I do not think that is the duty of the 
Department of Agriculture, but we shall 
certamly do all we can to assist this farmer. 
We are very_ sorry t_o hear of his very serious 
loss, and It rs certamly a loss to the district. 
There is something of a mystery surrounding 
it, which we shall endeavour to clear up. 
The hon. member for Burnett advocated that 
experts should have authoritv and that with 
that authority they should- 'have responsi­
bility. That is an argument I preach my­
•elf. I am afraid that the Opposition do not 
always practise that, because they criticise 
th.e experts when they do not perform 
muacles. The hon. member for Cunning­
ham was disappointed with regard to the 
progress made by the Council of Agriculture. 
The same remark was made by several hon. 
mAmbers. I want to say that the Council of 
Agriculture ha~ justified its existence. 
There is one thing which the Council has 
succeeded in doing in my electorate. When 
the Federal Government wanted to tax the 
war-time profits in connection with the co­
operative butter factory at Atherton, I 
brought the matter under the notice of the 
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Council of Agriculture. The Council got 
busy with the Fe-deral Government, with the 
rc~ult that that war-time tax was wiped out. 
Had that tax been insisted upon, the Ather­
ton butter ·factory would have had to close 
down. 

Mr. CoRSER: What year was it wiped out 1 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
A few months ago. The war-time profit ta.x 
amounted to £2,176. 

Another very important matter is the atti­
tude the Council took up with regard to 
the anti-dumping duty, and its success in 
getting a measure of relief for the maize­
growers, which is worth something like ?d. 
per cent al. I gave a list of the bigger things 
attempted and accomplished by the Council 
already. 

Mr. CoRSER: We claim that the Federal 
members did that. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Hon. members opposite who criticise should 
recognise that the sins of ftfty years of a bad 
system cannot be abolished, reformed, or. 
improved out of sight in the short space of 
twelve or eighteen months. The Council of 
Agriculture is only just starting out, and it 
b0hoves every citizen of Queensland who 
wants to see Queensland a great State-and 
recognises that agricultural development must 
be largely ins· rumen tal in making it a great 
State-not to condemn that organisation but 
to give it every assistance. I am satisfied that 
the farmer who carries out the advice of the 
Council of Agriculture will succeed. If the 
Council fails it will be due not to the farmer 
but to the politician who is going about 
making the farmers dissatisfied because they 
do not get everything in the space of twelve 
months. 

One hon. member said that money could 
have been spent in a better way than in con­
nection wiJh the appointment of an instructor 
in pig-raising. The bacon industry in 

.Queensland is worth about £1,000,000, and 
Mr. Skelton, who has been selecte-d from the 
applicants for the position, comes from New 
South ·wales. He had ten years at the 
Hawkesbury College, and he then went into 
private employment in Sydney. We have 
not had an instructor in pig-raising before, 
notwithstanding that there are six bacon­
curing establishments in Queensland with an 
output of .£1.000,00(' a year. I think we were 
behind the times. Mr. Skelton will, I think, 
justify his appointment. It seems to me 
that no matter what the Government do hon. 
members opposite say they should have done 
something else, or that they are g-oing too 
quickly. or have been too slow. That seems 
to be the form of criticism adopted towar·ds 
the Government by the Opposition. If the 
Government do a thing this year they should 
have done it last vear; if thev spen-d £10,000 
on a particular th'ing, they should have spent 
it on something else. The appointment of 
an instructor in pig-raising is warranted, 
and the cost is small when compared with 
the value of the industrv, and when you 
recognise the great possibility of expansion in 
regard to pig-raising in th1's country. 

Something was said about over-produc·tion. 
but in my opinion there is no danger of 
over-production either in pig-raising. dairy 
farming, or cotton production. 'rherc ar<' 
unlimite>d ilOssibilities for the exnansion of 
production -in Queensland. I think the hon. 
member for Murilla said that the fruit­
packing instructor could probably do his 
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work in three or four months, and that it 
was hardly necessary to make tho appoint­
n•.ent permanent. The leader of the Opposi­
tion, very wisely in my opinion, pointed out 
that a fruit-packing instructor is necessary 
in regard to orange• and other fru. ts. 'fhe 
p·eat advautage of having ., fruit packer 
was brought home to m,; on my recent visit 
to Tasmania, where I met !Ylr. Rowlands 
in the Huon Valley. The policy was carried 
out there of teaching the school ohildren 
in the fruit-growing districts how to pack 
fruit. Mr. Jlowlands is teaching the children 
the same thing on our North Coast, and I am 
satisfied that his appoimment will be more 
than justified. As the leader of the Opposi­
tion said, we must pack our fruit and present 
it in an attractive form. Mr. Rowlands was 
iirst sent by the Councii of Agriculture to 
po.ck fruit in the Stanthorpe district. I 
was able to borrow him from the Secretary 
for Agricult<rre in Tasmania when I met him 
there. Perhaps it was not a creditable thing, 
after borrowing him !J,nd finding out what a 
valuable man he was, practically to purloin 
bim and take him away from Tasmania. 
However, Tasmania's loss has been Queens­
land's gain. I am satisfied that the appoint­
ment of Mr. Rowlands as fruit-packing 
instructor in Queensland at a salary of £370 
a year is a good investment. 

Mr. CoSTELLO: Is it a permanent appoint­
nlent? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He has passed his probationary and 
is permanent!:; appointed, and I his 
appointment will be a good investment for 
ne State. 

The hon. member for ·warwick made some 
criticism with regard to the Wh8'Lt Pool. 
He was complimentary with reg'1rd to the 
aetion of the Government and gave them 
great praise for establishrng the wheat sheds. 
He pointed out that under the guarar,tee 
of the Commonwealth Government, which 
fixed the price of wheat in 1920 at 9s. per 
bushel, no Wheat Board col1ld fail. The 
\Vheat Board in Queensland started under 
very unfavourable conditions. The hon. 
member for VVTarwick himself admitted that 
tire building of the wheat sheds, with the 
n.'8istance of the Government, wili enable 
tho Wheat Board to carry out its business 
in future in a more businesslike way. The 
Board started off with no storage provision 
in Queensland to speak of. The Govcrn­
:tl'l\~nt guaranteed a, price, but it wa;;; a new 
Board and knew little of the work. I think, 
11s I said about the Council of Agricuhurc, 
that we should be charitable and be pre­
pa~ed to giYe the Board a fair deal before 
criticising it. The Board has done good, 
and has benefited the farmers. The millers 
rnay not be satisfied with its operations, as 
they have been compelled to p&y higher 
prices for their wheat. They have no reason 
to be pleased with the Wheat Board having 
been brougirt into existence, but the Wr<eat 
Board and the wheat-handling scbem;e of 
Queensland, in my opinion, are better than 
the system which obtains in any other State 
of the Commonwealth. 

The hon. member for Murilla said some­
thing about the Cotton Adviser, Mr. Wells. 
We had some considerable difficultv in secur­
ing a man with the knowledge r~quired to 

enable him to act as a Cotton 
[9.3G p.m.] Adviser. First of all, there was 

no one in Australia. who knew any­
thing at a1l about cotton, at any rate with 

sufficient expert knowledge to act aJS a. 
specialist, though Mr. Daniel J ones has cer­
tainly done remarkably good work for cotton­
growing in. Queensland. He has achieved 
a great deal in calling attention to thB" 
possibilities of the crop and the great 
market in Great Britain, where Queensland's 
share of millions of pounds sterling is wait­
ing for her. It was essential that we should 
start right. We inquired in America to se& 
if we could get a man qualified to give us 
the advice we wanted-we thought America 
was the right place to go-and the result was 
that Mr. Wells was appointed. Let me just. 
read Mr. Wells's history-

" Mr. Wells entered the services of the 
United States Department of Agriculture 
at the Experiment Station at San 
Antonio, Texas. This station devotea 
three-fourths of its energies to cotton 
problems, for Texas is the largest cotton­
growing State in the Union. Mr. Wells, 
from the beginning specialised in plant­
breeding matters, and worked through 
all the various enterprises of the United 
States department as a plant-breeder. 
He next became the plant-breeder in 
charge of a station devoted to Pima 
(Egyptian) cotton. He also worked and 
bred upland varieties in the Government 
station in Arizona. It may be stated 
that in Arizona cotton is usually grown 
under irrigation conditions. Mr. Wells 
subsequently undertook demonstration 
work for his department in various sec­
tions of Texas, California, and Arizona. 
In March, 1920, he resigned from the· 
department and joined the South-west 
Cotton Company, which is a subsidiary 
to the Goodyear Tyre Company. This 
latter company grows its own cotton. He' 
worked with this company as a fieldman 
.and demonstrator, and at the time of his' 
engagement with the Queensland Govern­
ment was in charge of one of their 
ranche~ growing cotton in Arizona." 

So that. in addition to having the technical 
knowledge, he had also the practical experi­
ence of a cotton-grower, and I think we were 
particularly fortunate in securing his ser­
vices for Queensland. Since then we have 
obtained the services of a cotton grader,. 
whose principal duty will be to teach young 
men in Queensland how to grade cotton, and 
I am hopeful that next season, when the 
ginning takes place, we shall have a cotton­
grading system. Just as we have found it 
necessary to establish check chemists at the 
sugar-mills to look after the interests of the· 
sugar-cane growers, so I think it will be­
nece-ssary to institute a system of Govern­
ment graders at each ginnery. 

The hon. member for Murilla wanted to 
know something about the travelling expenses 
of the Secretary fer Agriculture for the· 
current year. They were as follows :-

Allowance 
Hotel expenses, 

guests 
Motor-car, cabs, 
Porterage, etc. 
Miscellaneous 

self and 

fares, etc. 

£ 
308 14 0 

241 9 0 
200 14 2 
51 6 8 
58 7 6 

£859 11 5 

That of course, may appear a pretty large· 
sum,' but I think I need not apologise te· 
anyone for what I cost Queensland, for even 
those who oppose me politically will say that 
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I have not been a bad investment from the 
pofnt of view of this State. These expenses are 
due particularly to the Cotton Delegation and 
<conferences in the South on sugar and stock 
questions. On that point I should like to say 
that I do not know how long it is since the 
salary of the office was fixed, but at any rate 
it was certainly fixed when the cost of living 
was considerably lower than at present. I 
know that my immediate predecessor of the 
anti-Labour party only put in an average of 
three hours a day for five days a week. I 
can honestly claim that I put in forty-five 
hours a week practically all the year round, 
except when I am away on public busfness. 

Mr. ConSER: What did your predecessor do 
outside 1 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I am not going to make reflections on the 
late Hon. John White, but I do not think 
that I shall ever be able to leave my relatives 
:the sum of £43,921. But that is by the way. 
In those days a Minister's position was only 
cr&garcled a:s a part-time job, something to 
which he devoted part of the day. Under 
Labour Government we devote the whole of 
our time to our Ministerial duties. VVe have 
no ·private business, no private income, so 
far as I know. A Labour Minister has to 
rely on his salary. My net salary last year 
was £805 17s. Id., or £112 less than that of 
the Hon. John White. If I were paid accord­
ing to the cost of living it would be £1,350, 
and if it were paid on the basis of hours 
worked it would be £2,750, whilst if it were 
paid on the basis of the results of the work 
I have done for Queensland-well, I leave 
that to Queenslanders. 

The leader of the Opposition spoke about 
grading our cheese for export, and I agree 
with him, but I would like to point out that 
we have not been grading for export at all. 
As Mr. Graham points out, the Statu officers 
are not in any way responsible for whaf is 
happening. They do not at prP-sent, and 
they have not during the last two years, 
marked any dairy produce for export. I 
think my attitude on <dual grading is well 
known. I agree that the grading of dairs 
produce is a domestic fundion and a duty 
of the officm-s of the Denartment of Agri­
<mlture. vVe have to keep our instructors 
in order to educate and instruct anrl advise 
the farmer, and there is no argument in 
favour of why the Commonwealth should 

<d,,plicate the staff and have their graders 
in the variou; States. It is a weB-known 
fact that Mr. O'Callaghan, who is the Chief 
Commonwealth Dairy Officer, was an officer 

·of the New South Wales Government, and 
he was then the loudest and stro:.gest 
<>pponent of what he called " Commonwe<a;th 
lnterferencn/' but aa soon as hH f,..;-.ot the 
opportunity of getting that job with the 
Commm:wealth Government he did all in 
his power to get control of the grading, and 
unfortunately, owing to the fact that the 
Hederal Ministers allowred him to have his 
own way, we have bee'l fighting the Com­
monwealth Government ever since. I 
endeavoured on two occasions at conferences, 

-once in Sydney and once in Perth, to get 
the other Ministers to agree with me that 

·the States should control the grading of 
-dairy produce, but unfortunately, because I 
was the only Labour Minister there, it 
wuuld not have <done for any anti-Labour 
Ministers to allow me to have my way, 
although they knew v•'ry well that there 
\Was no getting away from the argument 
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that I put forward that the States should 
control the grading of dairy producfl. They 
a.re capable of doing it, particularly as the 
ofiicers doing it for the Commonwmlth Go­
vernment were once in the service of the 
States. The leader of th(> Opposition had 
scmething to say about growing cocoE< and 
tLe mu1ufacture of confectionery, etc< . I 
quite agree with him. Anything that w1ll 
make possible the expansion of the su~ar 
inaustrv either in the way of frl11t-camung 
or the rr/anufacturing of confectionery, shou!d 
be encouraJG·J in every possibl0 way 1n 

Queensland; but, although an attempt was 
made to grow the cocoa bean at the Kame­
•runga State Nursery and in various other 
parts of North Q';'eensland, unfortunately, 
like many other thwgs, 1t had to g1ve way 
to suga.r. Sugar was the only tropic·1l pro­
duct that thu people would grow at the 
time, because it was the most pro!lt.abl<e 

Somethin<Y has been said in co<mect;on 
<Nith the Stnte stallions. It i.; a very dif­
t\cult thing to allocl).te those stal!irns. I 
have found it so difficult that I have 
handed the stallions over to a Board. The 
Board consists of practical men-namely, 
the Under Secretary of the Department of 
Agriculture, Mr. Cory (who is a veterinary 
surgeon), the Director of Agriculture, .together 
with Mr. E. Baynes and Mr. Ta1t. The 
latter gentleman purchased the horses in 
question. That Board has been set up to 
control the stallions and ·decide where they 
shall be kept. The policy that they have 
laid down is that the stallions wi11 be sent 
to the districts where the best mares are 
obtainable. The districts are being allo­
cated, and the stallions are being adverc 
tised If the required number of mares 
are not forthcoming in those districts, the 
stallions will be transferred to other dis­
tricts. North Queensland may have a 
grievance in this respect, beca.use none are 
being sent there. Only one JS bemg sent 
to Central Queensland. All the other stal­
lions arfJ being stationed in Southern QnNms­
bnd, which shows that the Government have 
not considered the political aspect of the 
Platter at all. All that we desire to do is 
to make the Yerv best use of these good 
horses, which ha.;;e been imported ":t con­
siclerahle c><:pense in order to ln·acc! good 
horses from the very best mares. \Ve want 
these horses to meet the very best o; ydes­
dale mares in order to get the bcsl results 
for the St,tte. Hon. members on this side 
lvve appro<tched me in regard to their dis­
tJ.·icts, but I have told them the some e.s I 
have told hon. members opposite-that we 
c·annot. ma,ke five stallions go all over 
Q.aeensland. 'J'here wouid be more satisfac­
tion if we haec ten or twenty Next year I 
hope that th•' Treasury will mab; more 
rnoney available to purcha.se more of these 
stallions. because I think it is money weH 
~pent. We recognise that thi; is the motor 
age, still draught horses ":re required. The 
great cotton industry w1ll rcqmre a lot 
c'f draught horses for ploughing the bwd. 
and th'l Government should be c·omn'e'lded 
instea cl of being criticised for not pleasing 
(•yerybody. IY e cannot. expect to ple1.se 
everybody. 'l'he hon. member for Lnckyer 
complained about a horse being taken from 
Gatton College. That horse has been at the 
College for sc.me years. I dv not ece why 
•he people of the .district should have. a 
mcnopoly of " State stallion. vYc Lave 
there a two-year-old horse, and we are 
sPoding the other horse to another district 
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where it is required. I do not think the 
hon. member for Lockver need have anv 
complaint on that score .. There were several 
other minor matters mentioned, but I think 
they can stand over until later on. 

This afternoon I gave notice of the intro­
duction of a Cotton Bill, and on that Bill 
the question of ratoon cotton will be fully 
discussed. During IT(\ second-reading speech 
on that Bill I shall place before the House 
>Yhat in my opinion is an unanswerable 
argument in fa\·our of an embargo against 
ratoon cotton. I shall support that by quot­
ing fron1 other countries where legislati-on 
has been passed, and I shall be guided by 
the experience of those countricB and by the 
.advice of cotton experts. If we are not 
going to be guided by the cotton experts. 
what is the use of payin;.; them high 
salaries? Thev are in a position to advise 
the Government what is the best to be done. 
They have no axe to grind. If the GO\·ern­
ment are not to be guided by them, by 
whom are we to be guided? Are we to b<> 
guided by a few men growing cotton on 
scrub land under great difficultie;,? I '·Vm­
pathisc with the troubles of those farmers, 
but we must tako a broad vievr. \Ye must 
start the dovclopn,ent of the cotton ir;du .· 
try in QLreensland in 'Uch a .,-ay as to pro­
(luce the very be"t article. There aro grc:lt 
possibilitie' for the industn· if we start on 
rig·ht line.,, but v,'e 111lH3t proclnce the vcr_:' 
best article and keep it frP0 from pc"H by 
ado1Jting n1ethods 'vhich have ~ueceed{~d .in 
other countries. 

Question put and passed. 

Cl!E}llCAL LABORA;roRY. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICTL1TRE 
(Hon. VY. N. Gillics, Haclwm): I beil" to 
rnove-

" That £3,702 be gTantccl for 'Chemi-
cal Laboratory.' " 

The amount provided is £364 more than last 
year. The staff has been increased by tlw 
appointment of two cadets; their combined 
salaries total £275. Salary classification 
increase,, amount 1o £205. The £50 to be 
charged to Trust Funds is a charge to the 
Sugar Experiment Stations Act of 1900, for 
senicc~ performed by :\h. Briinnich, the 
Agricnltnral Chemist, as chemist under that 
Act. The amount sl't down for Contingen­
cies is the same as last year. 

Question put and passed. 

DAIRY PRODcCE ACTS. 

The SECRETARY FOH. AGRICL'LTVRE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Hur·hum): 1 beg to 
1110\'C-

. ''That £15,~~~ be grm;ted for ' Dairy 
Produce Acts. 

The Yote this vcar is £22 le·s than the vote 
on the 1922-23" Estimates. Salaries show an 
increase of £278, while Contingencies have 
been reduced by £300. 

Quc-tion put and passed. 

DISE \SES IN PLAXTS ACT. 

The SECRETARY FOR L\.GH.ICULTURE 
(lion. IV. 1\. Gillies, Euclrum): I beg to 
rnove-

" That £6,035 be g<anted for 'Diseases 
in Plants Act.' " 

Question put and passed. 

SLA J;G H1'ERTXG ACT. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGH.ICULTURE 

(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): I beg to 
lflOVe-

" That £11.542 be granted for 
'Slaughtering Act.''' 

Qnc .. tion put and passed. 

STATE FAR.\1:::, AXD GAR1JE~S. 

The SECRETAHY FOR ,\.GRICCLTDl.E 
(Hon. W. K Gillies, Euclra111): I beg· to 
UlOYG-

" Tlwt £22,554 Le gTanted f,,r ' State 

Fartns. aud Gardenf.:.' '' 
Question put and JHl"ed. 

~IISCELLAKEOL~ SEHYICE.S. 

The SECRETAl~Y FOH. AGRICL'LTURE 
(Hon. \V. K. Gillies, Racham): I beg to 
Yll0\'0-

,, That £50,800 be gTanted for ' Mis-
cellaneous Services.' " 

Quec.tion put and pa,sed. 

At 9.44 p.m., 
The TEMPOHARY CHAIR:VlA:\": Bv 

agrcen1ent, and under the provisions o~f 
Standing- Order No. 307, I will now leaye the 
chair and make my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 
The TEMPORARY CHAIR:IIAX reported progres•. 
The resumption of the Committee wa.o 

made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 
The IIouse adjourned at 9.45 p.r •.. 




