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Questions. [12 SEPT~;MBER.] Questions. 979> 

WEDNESDAY, 12 SEP'I'EMBER, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bcrtram, .lfa,.ce) 
icok the chmr at 3.30 p.m. 

!\IEl\:IBEE SIYOR:'-t. 
!\!H .. \XDRE'.V L.\X(} PETTIIE. 

,\1r. A. L. l'etrie, ha-,· ing takoJJ the oath 
nnc1 subscribed the roll, took his seat :1s mem
L(')' for ihe o;ectoral disuict of J'oombu1• 

QUESTI(;KS. 
ALLO'P~IEXT OF STATE STALLfOKS. 

Mr. DEACON (Cum:inyham\ ask,od the 
S('ct:._ctary [tJr Agriculturt~-

" 1. On about what ciate wicl the State 
stallions b..e ,sent to •he districts allotted 
to thc1n and cornn1onco the 13C~Ison? 

" 2. \Y !ll any of these stallions be sent 
to thei1~ respective district~ on vio\v 
befDre closing the li." of nJarcs-·folJow
ing tho tl~ual practice of priv-lre owners?" 

The SG:CHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
IHon. \V. N. Gillies, Ea,·ham) r·2IJlicd-

" 1. A bout the midrlln of Octobror next. 
"2. 1'\o, this is J:ut prrtctic1 blc this 

... ,~enr. The rnarc,., wiil Le .in~p-~ct:~;d fir~t, 
whicl1 is no\v being dc,ne, an~l aftrr thif> 
hw" bPcn cc-rnplch'd rhc stagi0Y1 n1ost su:t
able for the ma.jorit:, of mrr1os will be 
allotted to each ·:!istri et." 

GHAM1IA!l SCHOOL EXDOW'\IEKT AND PAY;\llcNTS 
TO SECOKD\HY SCHOOLS. 

HoN. \Y. H. BAR;\IES IH':mnum) asked the 
S<'Cretary for Pub:ic Instruction-

" 1. \Yill he inform the House how the 

amount of £17,004 2s., paid for endow
mor.t to Grarn11lar SchooJs Juring the 
year 1922, was distrilmicd, furnishing the 
names of the schools, with their r8epective 
amounts, that particiFated in the distri
bution? 

"2. \Yiil he inform the Hou e how the 
amountt of £12.479 13s. 9d., paid to 
secondary schoD!s during the year 1922, 
was distributed, lur.1ishing the names of 
the schools, with Lhoir resped1ve a,mounts, 
that partic1pated Ill the distributi·JU ?" 

TJw SECRETARY FOH PuBLIC WOHKS· 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith. Mack''!!), in the 
rtl.J'ence of I he Sccretar J for Pub: ic Instruc
t 'on (Hon. J. Huxham, ]!umnda), rep!ieJ-

" 1.- £ s. d. 
Brisbane Bo) ~' G-rarnrnar 

School 2.400 0 0 
Brisbane Girls' Grrnnmar 

School ... 2.6G4 2 0 
Ipswich Boys' Grammar 

School 
Ip:,wich Girls' Griunnlar 

School 
11aryborough Boys' G L"an1-

ma!' School 
Maryborough Gir}s' Gratn

mnr Schvol 
Rockhampton Boys' Gram-

mar Behool ... 
Rockharnpton Girls' Gram

nutr School 
Too\YOombn. Grnrnmar 

School .. ... 
Townsville Grammar School 

1,500 

1,500 

1,500 

1,500 

1,500 

1,500 

1,500 
1.500 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 (} 

0 0• 

0 0 
0 Q, 

£17,004 2 0 

"2.-
Bundaberg Technic&] Col· 

lege ... ... .. .. . 
Bowen Techaical College .. . 
Townsville Tcchnic.:tl Col

lege 
Towneville Technical Col-

lege (Ayr Branch) ... 
Ipswich Tcchnim.l c:ollcgo 
Glennie Memorial School, 

rrooWDOlllba 
St. Anne's (Churc,h of Eng

land). Townsviilc 
St. Catharine's (Church of 

Englandj, Stanthor~Je 
St. Hilda's (Church of 

England), Southport 
St. Margaret's (Church of 

England). Albion ... 
St. Mnry's (Church o£ Eng-

land), Herberton ... 
Church nf England School, 

\Varwick .. ... 
The So11thport School 
All Souls' School, Cknters 

To1.vers 
Church of England Gram

mar Sd1ool. Bn·<bane 
Brisbane High School for 

Girls ... 
Prcsbytorian Ladies' Col

lc·go, rroo\YOOmba. 
Presbyt0rian Girls' Col-

lege V.T m·wick 
Thornborough College, 

Charters Towers 
Brisbane Boys' Ce>!lcge, 

Clavfidd ... . .. 
Scots'" College, Warwick ... 
Morcton Bay High Sd10ol, 

Wynnum 

£ s. d. 

6 6 c 
50 8 0 

148 11 & 

10 10 0 
387 13 0 

511 17 & 

204 13 0 

21 0 0 

34 13 0 

262 10 0 

139 13 0 

14 14 0 
68 5 0 

213 13 6 

144 18 0 

471 19 6 

168 0 0 

128 2 0 

2:J1 12 D 

289 16 0 
280 17 6 

42 0 () 
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Christian Brothers
Bundaberg ... 
Charters Towers .. 
Gregory Terrace ... 
Gym pie 
Ipswich ... 
Maryl.orough 
Nudgce 
Rockhampton 
South Brisbane 
rroowooJYlba 
Townsville .. . 
Warwick .. . 

Convent Schools
All Hallows 
Bundaberg 
Chart··rs Towers ... 
Gym pie 
Ipswich 
Lourdes Hill 
J\bryborough 
Rockhampton 
Toowoomba 
rro,vns\·illc 
WarwH:k 
Herberton 
Cooktown ... 
Yeppoon 

97 13 0 
541 16 0 

1,299 18 0 
2.32 1 0 
219 6 0 
131 15 6 

1.365 0 0 
550 14 6 
381 13 6 
232 12 0 
1b0 16 0 
219 19 6 

1,425 4 6 
89 5 0 
M 9 6 

158 12 0 
224 14 0 
19J 1 0 

26 5 0 
359 12 6 
185 1 3 
227 17 0 
191 2 0 
A8 6 0 
33 10 6 
5 5 0 

Quoonslapd Ag,.icuttural 
College 14 H 0 

£12,479 13 9 , 

M;;N DISCHARGED FROM \VINDERA BRANCH 
RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION WORKS. 

Mr. EDWARDS V>'urumgo) asked the Sec
retary for Railways-

" 1. How many mr·n have been dis
charged during the present mor:th from 
the "\Yindera branch railwav construction 
works, and what was the rc"asun for their 
discharge? 

"2. How many are still employed," 

The SECRETARY ]:OR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, H cppel) replied-

" 1. (a) 42; (b) so a> not to exceed the 
loan expenditure allo<:ated for this work 
for the present financial year 

"2. 108." 

PAPER. 

The following paper wa5 laid on the table, 
and ordered to be prinLetl :-

Amended Regulation No. 5 under the 
Primary Products Pool• Act of 1922. 

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY 
AND SEWERAGE ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
iRon. W. J<'organ Smith, llfackay) : I beg to 
1nove-

" That the House will, at its next sit
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirable
ness of introducing a Bill to amen:d the 
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewer
a~e Act,, 1909 to 1921, in certain par
ticulars.'' 

Question put and passed. 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith .. 

CLOSER SETTLEMENT ACTS AMEND
MENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(l-Ion. W. McCormack, Uairns): I beg to 
Inove-

" That the House will, at its next sit
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirableness 
of introducing a Bill to amend th.e 
Closer Settlement Acts in certain par
ticulars. and to make further and better 
provision for the settlement of lands 
acquired under those Acts, and for other 
consequential purposes." 

Question put and passed. 

SUGAR WORKERS' PERPETUAL 
LEASE SELECTIONS BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. "\V. McCormack, Uuirns): I beg to 
n1ove-

" That the House will, at its next sit
ting, resolve it-elf into a Com:nittee of 
the vYhole to consider of the desuableness 
of introducing a Bill to make provision 
for the selection of perpetual lease selec
tions by sug·ar workers and for other 
conf'equ'entia'l purposes.,' 

Que.stio:1 put and passed. 

UPPER BURNETT AND CALLIDE 
LAND SETTLEMENT BILL. 

REsUMPTION OF CoMMITTEE. 

(.lir. E irwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Question stated-That clause 6-" A.d· 
T'mees to settlers "-stan:d part of the Bill, 
on which Mr. Corser (Burnett) had moved 
the imertion. on line 48, after the word 
"declare," of the following words:-

" In making such advances, the Min
ister shall carrv out and administer the 
State Advances" Act in the spirit desired 
by Parliament, and he shall not be bound 
to conform to or be governed by any 
regulations which he may deem, under 
1·he cir~um~tances, to be vexatious or 
hampenng. 

Mr. DEACOC\1 (Cunninglznm): It is neces
sary that the Minister in making advances 
unrler the State Advances Act should take a 
different view altogether from that of a 
banker. If he does not :do so. the Bill is not 
going to bo a success. When considering 
applicJ.tions for an advance, the G?vernment 
instituiwn usually takes the same vrew as any 
banking institution, and asks the 9;wstion, 
"What is the security offered? The 
security of a perpetual leasehold selection is 
not worth anything. The improvoments 
erected upon it are valued at so much. but 
the selector does not own any of the land, 
a~ it still remains the property of the Cc•lwn. 
Therdore. he will not be able to g-r,t an 
ad.vance upon the land. Would anybody buy 
a selection held under perpetual leasehold 
just selected without any improvements at an 
advanced price? What could anyone who 
took up a perpetual leasehold selection get 
for it on the open market unless the rent was 
below the actual value? The land in this 
case is going to be valued for what it is 
WOJ•th. 

The Crown is not going to offer the land 
below its value. Any bank would say what 
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the land was worth on the open market
that is, it is not worth anything, beyond 
what the Crown is asking in rent. The banks 
would not have a right to dispose of it, the 
settlor could not dispose of it, and the whole 
thing would revert to the Crown. A different 
view altogether will have to be taken by the 
Minister, otherwise the scheme is going to 
be a failure. I understand that the settlers 
are going to be judged on account of their 
suitability and not on account of the amount 
oi money they possess, therefore a man may 
have very little money and his security will 
be worth nothing. Certainly the Secretary 
for l'ublic Lands will provide water, and that 
will give an added value to the holding, but 
that added value ill belong to the Mmistcr 
and not to the settler. It is said that the 
settler will bo able to borrow mono" from 
the State Advances Corporatic:m, hut in 
reality he will not be able to borrow any
thing. Any man having experience with the 
State Advances Corporation knows Ycry well 
that that corporation takes just the same 
view in regard to the value of the land on 
the open market as any other financial institn
tion. I am convinced that, if we do not deal 
with the matter somewhat differently from 
what is proposed in the Bill, the whole 
busines..; is going to fail, and we mighL as 
well "elect settiers because of the amount of 
money that they possess. I hope that the 
Minister will favourably consider the amend
ment. 

Mr. EDWARDS (.Tananoo): In my opinion 
the Secretary for Public Lands took up the 
wrong attitude when he tried to ridicule the 
view -of the Opposition and when he stated 
that this amendment was ridiculous. The 
clause provides that the State .\dvances Act 
shall be brought into operation for the 
purpose of making " advances to allottees on 
portions or selections within the area." That 
means that the State Advances Corporation 
is going to be called on to do a groat deal 
in the way of making advances. I cannot 
agree with the Minister when he takes up 
the attitude that the amendment is ridiculous. 
Even from tho Labour point of view it has 
been argued over and over again that the 
State Advances Corporation is not working 
as it was intended to work in the interests of 
the settlers of Queensland. I think that any 
member who has gone to the State Advances 
Corporation from time to time to got 
advances for struggling settlers on small 
agricultural aTeas will admit that he has 
discoycred all sorts of red tape restrictions 
that have to be surmounted before a loan can 
be obtained. Only recently we bad cases in 
which many months elapsed before an inspec
tion of the property was made, and all sorts 
oi restrictions wcro put in the way to prevent 
the applicant getting the money quiekly and 
so allowing the corporation to work in the 
interPt>ts of the settler. As far as I under
stand the amendment, the hon. member for 
Burnett wishes the conditions to be made 
more lenient and that the Act shall be car
ried ont in the spirit Parliament desired when 
the Act was passed. 

If the settlor can fl"et fin'ancial ao;.istance 
quickly and under moderate condition', I am 
satisfied that he will make a greater s;,ccc's 
than if he i' subjected to delays snch as now 
prevail in connection with the State Advances 
C0q)oration. 'Therefore, I hope tho Miul3t-er 
will seriously consid.,r this amondmrmt, 
because that is where the finance' is largely 
going to come from to lwlp to make a suc.:·e;s 

<>l this hnd settlement scheme. In mttny 
i11stance;-5 .:;ettlers get into difficulties Lhr<'ugh. 
uniorescon cirCJ..unstancas over \Yhich t,hey 
l1ave no control and theJ \\-ant certain rnone
ia.ry assistance, aLd they want th<tt assiotance 
q Ulckly. I understand t.he hon. m ember for 
Burnett is trying to make the Bill so work
able that they will be aL!o to g-: t that IIl'me
t .1!'y a: r-istanco as soon :ts they apply for ir. 
Frorr1 rny o1vn experience I kno\v tnat, when 
" settler first goes on the ln.nd and his .,eJec
tion is in the pioneering t=tage, if he ca;1 get 
£100 quickly when he rc·qmres it, ;t will bo 
]JOssibly of greater bem·Gr to him than £400. 
or £500 would be in fi1o or six month,, The 
financing of the settiers promptly is going 
1o be· the lJiggcst factor :,1 the succc;s of thu 
EChCHIO, 

Amendment (.Wr. Corscr) negatived. 
Clause 6 put and passed. 
Clan.;;e 7-" }Jublic tcater fru:ilitiGsJ'·-put 

nnd pa&sed. 
Cla<Jso 8-" Other puhlir: -u·orks. rtc.''--
Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I h~v·3 an amend

ment--
The CHAIRMAN: I hope that hon. m0m· 

b~rs, wht·t1 they rise, will addre:=;s the Chair.
cthcrwise 1h0y may complain if ] put the 
u llL'!~dion. 
. l\ir. 1\iOfiRE: We do not compla.iu when 

we arc over on this side. It is wh0n the 
c

1
ue"t.ion i:4. put when we are cu1ning across 

the Chamber >tfter a divisio:> that we oom
r~Jai::t. 

The CHAIRMAN: l gave evcJr?. upper; 
!unity lccel. night for rn0mbcrs to l'J'e ano 
~t· ;Dl e~·t' thE· Chair. 

Mr. ivlOORE: That is a matter of opinion. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order 1 I pn\ the 
qut:'.~ition la.st night clearly and dis! inctly, an<J. 
o,.-., no L.on. 1nen1bPr rose and aadre3sed 1 he 
C.bair, I declared the clause .1f;Te••d to. I am 
sure hon. nlcrrlber-s will not ,Eggest for a., 

moment thr,t. I tried to rush th Bili thcough. 
:\ir. CoRSER: You will agrcrJ that ,,·o dirl' 

not hay:; our list of amendrrtt·nts. 
The CHAIRYIAN: I sugg2st h"· hon. mem

bNc' that when they ris''· tbey tdd,·c;o; the 
Chair. 

Mr. COLLINS : They stand up like statues. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
1\lr. MOO RE: I b0g to rnov0 the' insert ion, 

oftcr the w0rd "require, ' on lin'~' ::>1, poge 6, 
o~f the words-

" Provided that upon the p0~itio:1 of at 
least fHty per cent. of the supp1icrs to.>tny 
such factorv or cntc~rprise. tlt·~ ::\lnnsier 
shall so dispose of "'eh factory or onter
pri.;;L' upon such reasonabl0 t~..,rrus ar1d 
condition-s as mn.y !Jr' Jnutu:tlly ~grc·.ed 
:-1p0.:1.. In the ('vent nf clisagrr~c~mf~:d up~111 
th0 terms and cor.ditions oi :ale uf any 
such factory or enterprise, the matt~r~ 
shall b0 ::nbn1itLcrl to arbitration In 
accordance with t,he prm~isions of the 
Interdict Act of 1867, and in ac",essinr: the 
pric to be paid. no vreatee <tmount shall 
be d0h"·mined than the actual r-o<t of all 
buildings, machiner-,·, plant. and other 
physical as~ets to b,; disp?S<:Jd of, loss .a 
fair deductiOn for oeprcc!'ttlon, . ond. (If 
land is included in thc sale) th•3 fa1r lllllm
provod value of !ho land oi the datl' of 
con1rncncon1ent of operations c,£ such fac
tory or enterprise." 

The Minister has power under the Bi.ll to
erect these factories and to run them mde-

Jifr. Jloarc.] 



:982 Upper Burnett and Gallide [ASSEl\fBLY.] Land Settlement Bill. 

finitely-he can get rid of them when he 
likes. We think that it should be within the 
province of the settlers within those years, 
if they wish to take over and convert the 
factories into eo -operative concerns, to be 
"ble to mako & deal with the Minister and 
·come to a satisfactory arrangement by which 
thev can ru.n these factorit's for themselves. 
Mo;t farmers have f1 prt'dilection in favour 
-of running their businesses in their own 
way. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'l!BLIC LANDS : It is 
horwd th~tt they may be able to make use 
of factories already in existence instead of 
erecting new factories. 

1\fr. MOORE: I do not suppose that in 
the beginning of a new settlement the sdtlers 
will hrtvo the funds available with which to 
erect a factory. It is when they got on to 
their feet that the amendment will enable 
them to purchase the factory from the 
Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : They 
will us<> existing factories. There is one 
a~ Gladstone and another at lHundubbera, 
-both co-operative factories. The intention is 
to try and make use of them. 

Mr. MOORE: The onlv thing which rattler 
rnade mo hesitate in fanning an opinion on 
this is that in 'mother Bill before the House 
definite powers are giyen to the Minister in 
regard to the establishment of factories, and 
to what quantities the individual settler 
shall supply to the factorie,,. Power is given 
in the regulations aft,,rwards to do anything 
\vhich may be considered to the advantage of 
the settlers. I think that, if it is the inten
tion of the Government to erect factories, it 
is only right that the settlers who go on to 
these areas should have an opportunity to 
a.cquire the factories at practically the cost 
price. I trust that the Minister does not 
intend to make a profit out of the factories 
which may be put 1:p. The am•'ndmcnt is 
moved to assist the settler \vhcn they get 
-on their feet and desir<' to take up a factory 
as a co-operative concern. If 50 per cent. of 
the settlers ask the l\1inist,er for permission 
to purchase the factory from him on those 
-conditions. under the amendment they will 
be en a bled to take it over. The Minister 
has power to dispose of a fnctory to a com
YJany or individual or anybody he considers 
suitable, and we want to prO\-ide that the 
settlers shall also have power to approach 
the Minister when there is a sufficient 
number of them and obtain permission to 
take over the factory for themselves and 
run it for their own benefit. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLJC LANDS: There 
will be no difficulty. If at any time the 
;:;ettlcrs desire to tnke OYC'r <l fnctory, \VC 

shall be only too \Yilling to l<>t thorn do so. 

l\1r. l\100RE: That mav- be so. but tho 
hon. gentleman, who is a n'ew Minister, may 
June a different Yiew to other l\1inisters. 

The SECRETARY FOR PI"BLIC LANDS: '\Vhen 
ihore is no special prO\-ic.ion in this Bill, it 
can be Clone under the Co-opontivc \gricul
tnral Pro-duction and AdYanccs to Farmers 
Act. 

Mr. MOORB: I am glad to hear those 
views exprc %od b7 the present l\1iiJister, but 
we do not know ho•v long thr• hon. gentleman 
is going to be in that position. It is quite 
possible that he may want to go into the 
Federal sphere, and anotlwr Secretary for 
~Public Lands may take his place here. 

fJlJr. llloore. 

Mr. COLL1NS: There are only a few big 
men in the Federal sphere. 

Mr. MOORE: I suppose there are a few 
big ones required here, too. \V e cannot say 
that the present Minister is always gomg to 
stop in lus present office. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: There 
are more real problems before State 
Ministers than before Federal Ministers. 

Mr. MOO RE: The present Ministers are 
certainly leaving a terrific problem for any
body who comes after them to solYe, but 
under present conditions they do not seem 
to be particularly worried. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: That 
is a problem you are not likely to be called 
on to solve. 

Mr. MOORE : It is very hard for the hon. 
gentleman to say. I did not know he was a 
prophet. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the 
hon. member will keep to tlw amendment 
before the Committee. 

Mr. MOORE: I only said that if, while 
the present Minister happens to be in office, 
a certain course of action is carried out, It 
does not follow that it will be carried out 
indefinitelv whether he occupies the position 
or not. It is possible we may ha YO smneor_1e 
in thP hon. g·entloman's position who Will 
have to take quite a diffPront y]ew to the 
present l\1inister. \Ye want _to have it pro
vided in the Bill that the mdindnals who 
are vitally concerned shall have the oppor
tunity, if "the occasion should arisr. of iakin_g 
over a factory and running it. If that IS 

the opinion of the Minister, he would oulv be 
puttin<r a proyision in the Bill which would 
cnableehim to carry it out if he accoptNl the 
amendment. I do not think that \VP are 
a-~kincr anvthin·---r unrca~onablc. The 3(~tth>;rs 
should kn~w tl~e exact terms on \\hirh tlwv 
arc taking· up the land. It is quite possihlo 
that there are n1en proposing to cmno tG 
Queensland who, if they sec that th~ GOYern
mcnt arc going to run factories without th@ 
rio·ht of the settlers to take them ovN. V\ould 
pi:'ofer to sta~,: away. They may cay, " I would 
rather go where I shall h•rve the opportnntty 
of running our O\Vn factory or of bPcom rng 
a shareholder." 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: A nnm
bor of settlers \Vith money are already making 
inquiries. 

Mr. MOORE: That may he eo. hut it does 
not follow that, becau,e thev make inquiries, 
thov aro going on with it. Thrv may not 
-do -~o if thov tind thot the Bill irnpmc ~ too 
many disabilities on them. 

The SECUETARY FOil PUBLIC L.\XDS: And they 
know it is perpetual leasehold. 

1\fr. MOO RE: They may, hut they are 
workinp; ahsolutel.v in the dark. It is a 
pretty big order to ask a man to go on . to 
land 1vhen he does not know what his habdl
ties arc going to be. The object of the Bill 
js to encourage scttlcrne11t, and if ynu can 
achieve that object b1· putting something in 
the Bill which woul-d give th~ settlers the 
opportunity of taking over a bu~incss whim 
thev ,,-ant to do w, and if the Muw tcr can do 
it \~-ithout sacrificing any principle, he should 
have no hesitation in doing so. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The amendment 
is a very reasonable one and does not affect 
the prin'ciples of the Bill. The Minister will 
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·still have power to erect and work factories. 
The amendment merely specifies that, if a 
·certain percentage of the selectors are desirous 
of purchasing any factory built by the Go
vernment, they shall have the opportunity of 
coming to terms with the Government, and 
in the event of failure the matter shall be 
submitted to arbitration. It simply gives to 
the scttiers some say at some time or other 
.as to what they wish to do, and indicates to 
some extent what they are likely to be called 
upon to pay. Without the amendment the 
-position is indefinite, and nothing in the 
.amendment is inimical to the proposal of the 
Minister. The Minister says that he is not 
adverse to the settlers owning the factory, 
but ho may not always be Secretary for Publie 

Lands. Some one else may occupy 
[4 p.m.] his position, and he may hold an 

entirely different view from the 
position taken up by thP Minister this after
noon. The whole design of the Bill is to 
promote, assist, and encourage land settle
ment. \Ve are going to expend a tremendous 
amount of money in opening· up this land. 
Railways are being constructed. Whilst there 
is, no doubt, a large area of good land 
in this district, still, it is subjected periodi
.cally to dr; conditions. '\Ve want to have 
nothing which will in anv wav curtail or 
hamper the operations of the settiement. The 
settler should be given every encouragement. 
If the s~ttlers know that at a certain time 
-they can make certain payments to the Go
vernm.cnt by means of which they can acquire 
factones !hat may be constructed, that will 
tend to make the settlers more contented. and 
it will probably be an assistance to the Minis
ter in gettiug the right class of settlers to 
·take up this land. I hope the Minister will 
see his way clear to accept the amendment. 
·•rhich I think is eminentlv clear and rea/on~ 
.able from whatever angle 'you view it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
·(Hon. '\V. McCormack. CaiJ'n"): I do not 
,ee that there is anv need for the amend
men!. I stated by \\·ay of interjection that 
it was not the intention to build factories 
while existing factories can serve the needs 
of the area. 

Mr. CL\YTOx: Do you think that the 
exi ting factories can take all tlw produco 
from these 3.000,000 acres of land? 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
'\Ve do not know, bu• thev \vill for a while. 
Already the co-operatiYe company at Ranne' 
have entl~rcd a protc<;;t against thf' GoYern
menfs propo'ttl to build factories in the 
Callide ar0a. because thev contend that thc·ir 
factory is not fully supPlied, and, being in 
a central pooi' ion, conlrl be extended to treat 
the cream from the whole of the Callide ar0a. 
That does not me en that they are pr0pared 
to treat the produce from the Upper BLU·nett 
area. 

Mr. T\YLOR: '\Vhat area is comprised in 
what is known as t!w Callide area! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That factorv will onlv serve the otlwr end 
.of this ccttlement. " 

Mr. Tn·r.on: That is a very small portion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS': 
It i~ small portion. The Burnctt end 
round about l\Ionto is the bigger portion of 
the area, althom.;h I think that 1he Callidc 
River area is the better land. The Mun
.dubbcra people will take a certain propor-

tion of the produc<J as the land comes under 
>.election and is cupablc of producing. The 
Gladstone factory can take all the cream that 
is sent along the I\Iany Peaks Railway. It 
is only 12 milPs from Many Peaks to the top 
of the range, where tluo dairying country 
commences. The clause as it stands in the 
Bill gives the Minister power to do certain 
things. That power is necessary. The 
Minister has power to dispose of the factory 
to anybody a1 all. It is absolutely necessary 
to have that power. 1f that power were not 
provided a Government might come in that 
would do what was done in New South 
\Vales, where everything owned by the State 
was sold to private enterprise. The Govern
ment have the right to do that if the peO)lle 
elect to a-dopt those principles. It is the 
intention o£ the present Government, and, I 
think, the intention of all parties-or at Io::et 
of tha Country par<y-to make the compames 
eo-opera ti ye and have no " dry" shareholders 
at all. As a matter of fact. a Bill is b2ing 
introduced to conserYc primary production 
to co-operation, and to prevent people ex
ploiting the use of the word ''co-operation." 
The factorv that will be erected will eventu
ally become a co-operative factor)-. The hon. 
member for Aubigny sugge.,ts that the factory 
should be sold on the petition of 50 per cent. 
of the suppliers. Even under that proposal 
it is all a matter of ways and means. They 
will eventuallv ge• the factory from the 
Department of Public Lands. 'I'hey will find 
a portion of the money themselves, and they 
will be borrowing under the Co-operat1ve 
Agricultural Production and Advances to 
Farmers Act in order that they may secure 
the balance. Thev will not dc.al direct with the 
Department of Public Lands .. At the present 
time the,- haYe power under the Co-operatrvo 
Agricultural Production and Advances to 
Farmers Act to secure a certain percentage 
of the monev on loan. and find a certain per
centage the;.,solves. It will all be a matter 
of arrangement between the two depart
ments, and not wi·h the selectors at all, 
bee a use no p:roup of set1lcr:" in a npw area 
i. going to find the whole of the money to 
build a co-operatiYe fe.ctory. That has to be 
carried out under a svstem of loans. and that 
sntom will be prm·i-ded in a new B;ll to be 
i~tro-dur0d bv the Sec re• arv for ll e:riculture. 
That Bill will proYido the machin0rc for 
taking oYer th0 factories if w0 do e tablish 
fact<Jries in this area. I hope that the s0t le
ment will be so successful that ono of the 
('arliest tbings to be done will be !o_ erect 
a buttor factorv in a central pos't1on to 
s0rvc iho whole>' area. If ihat is the case. 
it \':ill m0an th0 borrmYing of ouf!icicnt money 
by the sel0cto" latH on from the State 
Achancos Corporation when they feel that 
thev can find their share uf the money to 
make th0 factorv co-operatiYc. In the mPan
' imo little \\'Ol;ld be g·aincd. beeauso the 
Department of Public Lands would not run 
the factorv for nrdit. Arrangements pro
bablY will bo made with the Local Prorlucers' 
Associations. It is onlv a matter of financing 
tho scheme up to a C(;rtaln stage nnd rf'taln
ing- ownership of it until such tl!ne as +ho 
settlers in the area are in a position to put 
up one-third of the money, and then they 
can get th<' other two-thirds from the State 
Adynnccs Corpora •ion. The hon. member 
for Aubignv stated that the ideas exprC'»scd 
by me might not be exprr 'sod b" anyone 
who might mcceed me in office. Under the 
Bill there can be no other cnurse to follow 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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except that which has been laid down by 
rne. Of course, a Govcrnrnent might come 
in and sell the factory to private en I erprise, 
but I do not think any political partv in 
Queensland would do that. I think that all 
political parties are agreed that primary 
production must be assisted by eo-opera! ion. 

Mr. MooRE: Is it not possible that, when 
the State conducts these factories and finds 
that they are payable, it will not hand thorn 
over, but will proceed to na:ionalise them? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Not necessarily. There will be no profit in 
running them. 

Mr. MoORE: Not necessarily. I do not 
want the concern to be run as a State 
enterprise. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
According to. the amendment, the provision 
cannot come mto effect until 50 per cent. of 
the people have sufficient money to pay for 
it. Under the Bill, if the people can find 
the .money, we do not propose to wait for that 
periOd. 

Mr. MOORE: You might not but some 
stronger organisation outside might compel 
you to. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS': 
I am not pr<;par"d to accept the amendment, 
because I t.hn;k 1t would hamper the'opera
twns of the B1ll. It does not give the selector 
any grea·er security than is at present con
tained in the Bill. If you read the amend
ment, you will find that it is a matter of 
finding money. t~1 pay for the factory, and not 
a matter '?f .g1vmg the settler the right to go 
to the Mm1ster. He may earn that right 
sooner or later-probably later-but it is all 
a fiJCtancial proposition. There is no way of 
findmg the money for a certain tim0. In a 
few years, if the settlement is successful the 
settlers will be able to put up the rcq~ired 
sum of money to purchase the factory but 
the only process in doing that is to "'O to the 
State Advances Corporation and se;;'ure two· 
thirds of the money on loan, and probably 
make arrangements with the Department of 
Public Lands for the o!her third on loan. 
I can assure hon. members that I do not wish 
!o con.trol it as a State enterprise. It is my 
mtentwn to allow the factory to get into the 
hands o~ the Sl}PPlie~s, the Mini~ter retaining 
ownership of 1t unt1l the supphers can pur
chase it. While I am administering the 
department, I prom i~e that that will be .done. 
I have no desire to get control of the factorv 
and run it as a State enterprise. • 

I believe the factory should be run as a 
co·opcrative concern. I£ the Government 
have to 0rect the factory, we will endeavour 
to get the suppliers in the district to take 
on the responsibility of running the factory. 

Although it is slightly out of order I would 
just like to mention that some am~ndments 
':'ere n'?t moved o:esterday owing to some 
httle rmsapJ?rehenswn. I was surprised that 
the Oppos1twn n:ade no move in regard to 
the matter. I qmte agree with the Chairman 
that he gave ample time for those amend
ments to bo moved amu I was ast,onishcd when 
they were not proposed. At the samfl time, 
there .has been very little lost by the amend
ments not being moved. In reference to tbe 
am:-ndment on line 12, page 3. notice of 
wh1ch was given by Mr. Corser, dealing with 
the allotment of portions by mutua! agrce-

[Hon. W. McCormack. 

ment between the Minister and the appli
cants, that policy is now being adopted. 
We are now dealing with the applicants. 

Mr. CORSER: Are you giving them a chance 
to decide among themselves? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
\V e are giving them the first chance to decide 
between themselves. 1f they are unable to· 
come to any agreement, the Mimster will 
then prescribe that a ballot shall be taken 
among themselveo. \Vith regard to another 
amendment that was not moved, I would 
like to state that we intend to attach a slip. 
to the lithographs giving the value of the 
land. We are going to let every selector 
know the valuP that is put on his land when. 
he is inspecting it. 

Mr. MoORE: 'Will that carry the amount 
of loading on it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I think it will carry the loading. We shall 
be able to let him know broadly the loading 
upon the land. The loading will not be
costly. 

Mr. MooRE: What will the loading be-
2s. 6d. an acre? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not know. Every selector will have a 
slip giving him the value of the land. He
will not be selecting in the dark. 

Mr. ConsER: As it is stated in the Bill, he
will be in the da-rk. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\'DS: 
Hon. members opposite did not miss much 
by not moving the amendments, but I do not 
think they can blame the Chairman. 

Mr. CORSER: In the case of a division it is. 
very hard. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Yes, but I suggest to the hon. gentleman. 
that he should not persist in tho amendment. 
The policy is as outlined, and, so far as it 
lies in my hands, the scheme will be co
operative. 

Mr. MooRE: Will you please tell us about 
the amendment that was to have been moved 
by Mr. Corser on clause 4 (2) (c)? The clause
in the Bill leaves it a very vague proposition. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The improvements are set out in the Land 
Act. 

Mr. MooRE: No; the clause gives you 
power to specify any improvements. 

M·r. CORSER: Improvements " to the satis
faction of the Minister." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 
The improvements intended are only those 
mentioned in the Land Act. 

Mr. DEACON: 'I'hat is your intention? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 
And water also. 

Mr. MooRE: I am not referring to water. 
\Vhen a man takes up a selection he wants 
to be informed what improvements are 
required and the period within which they 
rtrc to be effected. That is what we want to 
find out. 

The SECRETARY FOR PT~BLIC LA'-.'DS: 
He has to erect his improvements and kee]J> 
them in order. 

Mr. MOORE: I think the hon. gentleman 
will admit that it is an unknown liability. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAYDS: 
No; the intention is to stick to the improve
ments under the present La.nd Act. 

Mr. CoRSER: There is no provision in the 
Land Act for roads, bridges, and culverts. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That is another matter. 

Mr. DEACON: That is your intention; but 
what about the other man who may come 
after you? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The intention is stated in the Bill. 

Mr. CORSER (llurnett): The reason why 
the amendments were not moved last night 
was due to the fact that we ha.d just had a 
division. I am not blaming you, Mr. Kirwan. 
It sometimes does occur with the Opposition 
that they are hardly back in their places 
afte-r a division and before they ca.n get 
their Bills m their hands clauses rush 
through. 

In reference to the amendment moved by 
the hon. member for Aubigny, there will be a 
necessity for cheese or butter factories, parti
cularly a butter factory, in the Burnett area. 
\Vhile there may not be an immediate neces
sity for one to-day or in the opening stages 
of the C:a.llidc settlement, thoro wrll be a 
necessity for one in the Upper Burnett scheme 
because of the distance from the existmg fac
tory and the slowness of the trains in our 
country districts. The distance that the people 
have to take their cream to the ra.ilway lino 
and the slowness of transit of country trains 
impel us to do our best for the selectors, 
because if we did not make provision for a 
factmv the cream would not arrive in A1 
conditlon, and the selectors would not secure 
the full value for their cream. That is the 
necessity for establishing a factory. We wa.nt 
to see a provision in the Bill so that if the 
selectors wish to take over, control, hold, 
and own the factor,- there will be a means for 
them to do so. The next objection to the 
amendment is that the indi ,·idual will do 
nothing other tha.n what is provided by it. 
\Ve kr,ow that, if a con.-ention or another 
body decides that these factories shall be 
State-owned, there is a probability of the 
State setting up State ownership unless it is 
specified in the Act that they shall become 
co-operative. The promise of the Minister 
amounts to nothing when we consider that 
different instructions may be received when 
the next Labour Convention takes place. lf 
that convention says that these factories sha!.l 
be run as a Sbtte enterprise thoro is nothing 
in the Bill to prevent it. 'The •;elector h'1s 
no guarantee beyond tho verbal statement of 
the Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Yes, 
clause 20 provides-

" Nothing in this Act contained shall 
be comtrued so as to constitute a.ny busi
ness enterprise or undertaking carried on 
by the Miuistor under this Act as a State 
enterprise V\'ithin the n1eaning or for any 
of the purposes of the State Entecpris2s 
Act of 1918." 

Mr. CORSER: We have to deal witc, these 
tnatters <:'"" \ve como to then1, and ..1p to 1h1} 
present tr.ne there is no provisio!l othc·,- than 
that the Minister shall deal with the factory 
as he thinks fit. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
clause I have juot read says that it m,;st not 
be a. State enterprise. 

Mr. MOORE: That is in regard to bringing 
it under the State Enterprises Act. It does 
not say that the Government shall not run it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA)!DS : Yes. 
Mr. MooRE: It does not say that the State 

Enterprises Department shall not run it. 
'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It is 

not my intention to run it as a. State enter
prise. 

Mr. DEACON : \Vhat about the Minister who 
may come after you? 

Mr. CORSER: What is the va.lue of the 
Minister's statement if the next Labour Con
vention at Emu Park says he shall do some
thing else? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAND:! : It may 
not be held at Emu Park. 

Mr. CORSER: If it is not held at Emu 
Park, it ought to be held over in St. Holona. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:-<DS : If you 

a;re unlucky, you might be over there. 
Mr. CORSER: Fifty per cent. of the sup

pliers might move to acquire the Mundub
bera Co-operative Factory. Under this 
amendment the people could ma.ke a request, 
and the Minister could get his way utmost 
at once. The Mundubbera Co-operative 
Company might finance it. There is nothing 
i!l the amendment to prevent that being 
done. The Minister has said, " \Vha.t is 
the use of putting that in, because these 
people are unfinancial Y" They can ma.ke 
their req nest on behalf of the truly co-opera
tive factory at Mundubbera, who might ha.ve 
the finaHce. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : They 
did that with their own factory. 

Mr. CORSER: This was after it was bnilt. 
We shall say for the sake of argument that 
the suppliers are not in a positio!l to build 
a factory, and the l\Iinister does so. In a. 
yca.r or two the position I<1ight be so altered 
that the supplying sharelJOlders would sug
ge't a co-operatiYe company in order that 
they may take it over .~s they arc then in a 
position to make satisfactory financia.l 
ar.rangements for it. This amenclmPnt pro
vides that the Minister sha.ll, on 11 request 
,,[ 50 per cent. of the mppliers, hand over 
tbe control of the factory to them. The con
trol would go right out of the Minister's 
lw.nds, and he would 1·eceive the payment 
which is specified in the omondm<)nt. lt pro
..-ides for no payment for goodwill, it also 
provides for deprecia.tion, and that the actual 
cost of the factory shall be repaid to the 
Crown. There is nothing uHreasonable 
about the amendment and I wouid like to 
know wha.t objection the Secretary for 
Public Lands can have to it. We only 
want to put something into the Bill which 
he admits he intends to carry out. 'Why 
then does he not a.ccept the amendment., 
It is making clear to the scttlel' ju't what 
kind of proposition he i> going iuto. It is 
going to ensure that 50 ver eenL. of the snp
rliers may, on applicut.on, control the fac
tory in a truly co-operative maE!Wr That is 
or:ly on the lines on which t.he whoiu of 
Queensland is being accomrnoda icd to-day by 
Ctl·Operative companies. There i~ no sugges
tion of party politics in 1he amendment; it 
merely provides what, I think. the whole 
House is out for. I think the amendment ie 
a reasonable one, and I hope the Ylinistcr 
will" a.ccept it. 

Mr. Corser.] 
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HoN. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I think 
that the Secretary for Public LancJe, ought to 
give some favourable consideration tc the 
amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR P<'BLIC LANDS: I did, 
but I am not in favour o[ accepting it in its 
present form. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I hope the hon. 
g<'ntloman will outline tho form in whieh he 
is prepared to accept it. 

The SIWRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I do not 
consider the amendment is necessary. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I ask th'? l\firm!cr 
if the amendment is not ('minently a nason
able one, and one which "-ould encourage the 
suppliers to try and mak.e a grea tor sncccss 
o: it. From what the l\1inister has said this 
dternoon, I take it thaL lw is anxious to do 
whatever he can to n1ak~ a .5UCCC1'3s of this 
scheme. In order to makt~ it a ducce"s l am 
f:ure one of the conditio11;-; shonkl be to givR 
the settlers, at the rcqm ,t of 50 per cent. of 
their number, the option of t.a_kir,g over the 
f3ctory. I think hon members on this side 
of the House have put forward a strong case, 
and I hope the Minister ·Nill see his way clear 
to grant t ho roquetit marie Ly the hon. 
momber for 13urnott, It JllPrc'l:l pro,-iclcs for 
the disposal of a factor:: when certain con
ditions have been carried out by 5J per cent. 
of the supplyi!lg shareholders. I hope that 
the l\iinistcr will ac',q;t the amcnclnwnt 
ejther in its present fonn or in an amended 
form. I am sure that it is the des,rc of 
every hon. member in this Homo to see that 
settlers shall be cdablishecl in as favoura b!c 
a manner as possible, and that I hey shou 'd Le 
given evoey opportunity from tlw very jump. 
I take as an cxarnpld what oceu.rred in con
nection 'vith some of our Fngar vvorks, whl'n 
tlk parties concerned had the right to acquire 
those woeks after the cxpimt10n of a certain 
period. That has boon on<J of the factors for 
the success of the ,settlers at lhbi)l(Lt a;,d 
Sc,uth Johnstono. If the :\Iini,ter ""'" sn his 
way clear to adopt something similar in this 
Dill, he will be doing a consJderab:o illlJO :nt 
of good. I hope that tiw a.uondment will be 
accopt<:>d. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (j' aii!LliiJO): It is Yory 
pioasing to n1e and I t1n1 ~tiro to other hon. 
cnembem to hear the Sucretarv for l'ublio 
Lands say that he desires that r"actories shall 
bE' built under the true co-op<Jrat.ivo ''pirit. 
Seeing that that is so, the ]\,lini,ter would be 
well advised to accept the anwnclment_ The 
cnly argument that the hon. g~ntlernan has 
used against the anwndiDl-)n1, is i.hat It id not 
necessary. That is all ri~·ht while he is Sec
retary for Public Lat:ds, bnt vn_• never know 
what may take place io J.lter present coa
di tions. If it is his idea tu a::;si~i now sct1] c:rs 
in co-operative enterprises in the proper 
spirit there is no argmwmt that he ean pos
sibly use again:;t allowing the sdttlers to 
take o\·er t.ho factorie3 that may be buiit 
from time to time by the 8tato in th,, 
i nterc ;ts of the settlers. I am sure everyone 
in this Cha~nber th;s a.ftr·nHJon -.vill a.(itn.it 
that there is such a thing as confidence, and 
that there is nothing 1 ikr, tbn co1dicl 'llLO 

dc·rived from owning a thing yourself. This 
applies particularly in rq;ard to spttlms on 
the land. They are a! ways plc" "'d to come 
along and discuss their business in their own 
way if an opportunity is given to the:rr to do 
so. Tho Minister will be well ath-iscd if he 
accepts the amendment, prnticularly "" he 
hrts not any arg·u1nent against it. 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

Mr_ DEACON (Cunninuhrrm): I fully 
oxpocted that the Secrct< •. ry for Public Lands 
would accept this amendment withont any 
discussion at all. I knew that his i11~cn1ions 
are good. Our desire is to ]Jut sctilPre ir· the 
position to take over these factories when 
they see fit. \Ve never know ,vhat Govern
rnel1t is coming into po\Vt'r--~~ 

The CHAIR\fAN: Orclrr! I r<m afraid I 
shall have tc, pull U]l the hon. mPmber for 
tnlious repetition. This is the third time 
that statement has been rw.rle in the last five 
n1inutes. 

Mr, DEACON: I put it t" the Secretary 
for Public Lands that L.i 3 intcn1IO'JS an• to 
give every safeguard to new settlers, r.nd I 
think he slrould look a. the rnatter from 
this standpoint. 

The SEcRgTARY FOR J\Ir:src;: If rho s,•,OJ-ctary 
br l'ublic Lands accept·'J this amc ,drncnt_ 
vou would take crc.dit for the whole of the 
BilL 

Mr. DEACON: Surelv the ~\Iini,ter ''ill 
not refuse the arnendmeDt bccuu::;e it reflects 
crPdit on the Opposition? 

'J'ho SECRETARY FOR ::\11KF;s: You claimed 
credit bccau:sc we acr~pted thirte~..•n alncJld
meuts in another Bill. 

:::vir. DEACOK: If thr: GoYcr;;nrocJt admit 
a defect iu a Bill when ''" point it out, is it 
not fair that we should iake credit Ior it? 

Mr. CosnLLO: 'Ve are reepousibie if the 
administration goes wrung, The public will 
blame us. 

Mr. DEACON: I am dealing with this 
amendment a'' a matter of business; it will 
protect the settlers. It provide, that, when 
50 per cent. of the suppliers desire to buy 
the factory, they may do so. Is thoro any
thing wrong in giving them that privilege? 

~Ir. CoLLIXS: If .-ou are in opposition 
long enough, you \\{ll become an out-and
out Socialist. (Laughter.) 

111r. FRY: If the hon. member for Bowon 
stays there long enough, he will become a 
blue-blooded Tory. 

Mr. DEACON: I can sec that the hon. 
member for Bowen is coming round. \Vhat 
hCJ used to think " High Tory" is not " High 

Tory" now; it is Socialism. It 
[4.30 p.m.] will not be very long before _we 

shall bo able to form a coalrtwn 
with the hon. member for Bowen- (Laughter.) 

Mr, CoLLIKS; Xo, you \vill not. 

Mr. DEACON: I hope the Minister will 
agree to accept the amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. l\1cCormack, Cnh·ns) : I am not 
prepared to accept the whole of the amend
ment, but to meet the wishes of hon. members 
opposite I am prepared to accept a proviso 
rc.ading-

" Provided that upon the petition of 
at least 50 per cent. of the suppliers to 
any such factory or enterprise, the 
Minister shall so dispose of such factory 
or enterprise upon such reasonable terms 
and conditions us ma,y be mutually 
agreed upon." 

Mr. CoRSER: Will you not accept an 
amendment referring thL' question to arbi
tration in the event of a disagreement? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I cannot agree to that as it will be a 
m05t costly procedure under the proposal 
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sugge"ted by the hon. member for Aubigny. 
Tiwrc will IJe no (!ifficultv in the Minister 
.and :he co-operators ('Oming to '"1!1 agreement 
as to the \'1lue of tlH• proper1v. Uf course, 
depreciation will be written off each year, or 
it should bo, "ncl there will be no question 
of g-ood,, ill or anYthing regarding the rights 
<Jf the Crown. After all, the intention is to 
hand OYer the factories to the setilers if 
JJ03~iblc. 

Mr. CORSER Wurnctt): On behalf of the 
l.oarkr of the Country party, I ask leavr to 
w1thdra ,,. the anwndment. 

_Arncndment .. by leave, \V"ithdra,v;l. 
Mr. CORSER : On behalf of the hon. 

TilFmlwr for ..._\nbigny, I n1ovo the insertion, 
-afkr the word " require " on line 20, of the 
:ixorJ.s~ 

"ProYidod that upon the petition of 
at least 50 per cent. of the suppliers to 
any such factory or enterprise, tho 
lllinistu· shall so dispose of such factory 
or cnterpri~e upon .such reasonable terms 
and conditions as may be mutually 
agreed upon." 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 8, as an1ended, put and p.1ssod. 
CL""" 9~" B'air.r facilities on indiridual 

d(c/ioru;''--

1\lr. COUSER (llurnctt): I have an 
jrnportant amcndn1ent to move on this clause 
"llJch does not alter any of the, features of 
.the Bill. I nlOYC the omission, on lino 8, 
pag·c 7, of the word "fifteen" with a 
YH~\Y to i .~:::ertiug the word ·· thir~y." The 
Bill pro1·idcs that the cost of any water 
facility is to ho deemed a loan, and, if 
a water facility is provided on a per
petual leaoe--sa:· it is a well~that well i' 
.ow!;Pd by the owner of the lard, aud the 
OWlll'r of the land is the Sto.te. Tiw clause 
provide, that no greater time than fifteen 
veurs sh:dl be allnwccl in which to pa_y for 
!ht· re t of tlJ:Jt v1ater facility, and that pay
:HH'lJt s~w.ll be~ at certain rates. It is c.nh' 
reabullablo to giYc at least the san1e tern18 
as are prov·idcd under the State Adnnces 
Act to-day, and the Mimster vvill a.gr.;v that 
und•>r that Act the settlers h<tve twenty-five 
years iu which to repay a loan. Now· that 
we arc dealing with perpetual leasehold, we 
clainl that the \Yatnr facility ready boiongs 
to the holding and is a part of the holding, 
and it is nut going to depreciate within that 
time. For thirty years at least that well is 
goi11g to be of value. 

'.rhe SECRETARY FOR POJBLIC LANDS: Not a 
well; a bore rnight be. 

l\Ir. CORSEH: The Minister will agree 
thrtt it will be of value for thirty years. The 
Gov-ernment can call upon the occupier or 
holder to keep it in repair, the same as may 
be done under the pre,cnt Act. Surelc· the 
l\1inistcr is not g·oing to ask the pre~ent 
holc!cr to pa:- for the cost of the water 
facility ·.v-ithin fifteen yPars, when those who 
come after him for fifty years arc going 
to bene lit by it? 

The SEOm~T.IRY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : We 
must ha v·e some regard as to the probable 
lifetime of the improvement. 

Mr. CORSER : The Minister will not say 
that that well vvill not last for thirty years. 

The SECRETARY roR Pc:BLIC LANDS : It mav 
n0t last for thirty months. • 

l\Ir. CORSER: Then the selector should 
T>ot pay for it at all. The Minister should 
not charge a settlor for tho cost of a well 

that is not going to last thirty months. That 
is against the spirit of the Bill. On the 
second reading the Minister pointed out that 
th~ Bill provided facilities that were not 
offered under any previous legislation, and 
that it was J'roposed (o charge only for 
water when it is found, and not eharge for 
dummy holes that are put down. That is a 
very excellent provision. and the Minister 
must not now say that the selector is to be 
charged for the cost if the well is only going 
to last thirty months. 

The SECHETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It is 
likr, an old-age pension. You must have 
son1e lin1it. 

Mr. CORSER: Yes, but I do not think it 
vv·otild he unreasonable to allow thirty years 
in which to pay for the cost of providing 
vvai cr. These settlers arc going on the land 
with very little money, and you do not 
\\ant to ask them to pay within fifteen years 
the whole of !he cost of pr0viding water 
which may run into £200 or £300. \Vhen a 
selector has to carve a home for himself on 
a forest selection or a scrub selection, you 
must give him some time in which to pay 
for the water that is proYided for him. 

The i:lECRETAHY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS: 'l'he 
time you .,uggc,t is too long. 

Mr. CORSER: The time is not too long. 
A settler has too many calls on bim during 
the early part of his settlement. The early 
years are the hardest period for the man 
taking np land, and any extension of time 
in wh'ch to pa ,. for these things, the benefits 
of which are handed on, will be of great 
assistance. If a man takes up a dry block 
and proves that there is water clown in the 
carth~y, hi eh \\ill be of benefit to all who 
come after him~why should he within fifteen 
V( ars he called upon to pay the whole of 
the cost himself when he has to clear his 
land as well ? 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLTC LANDS: \Vhy 
should the cost of the dam at Cabbage-tree 
Creek be charged to posterity? 

:\1r. COHSI~R. Thirtv ye >rs 1s not 
posterity. Heaven help some of us if it is. 
You arc taking a prett:; big gap out of a 
man's life \\'hen you a"k him to pay £300 
for a \YOll in fifteen years. 

The SECRE'L\RY FOR J'l-BLJC LANDR: \Vhat 
does it an1ount to? 

Mr. CORSER: It is not much if that is 
all he has to pay; but he has to mako o, 
homo. he has to stock his farm, and he has 
to clear the land. 

The SECHETARY FOR Pt:BLTC Lt,NDS: If he is 
\,-orking for wagE's, he has to provide a 
house for his wife and children and clothe 
them. 

l\1r. CORSEU: That is all a \Yorker has 
to proYide. The wages man is quite sure of 
his money every week, while the farmer is 
not. The wage-. man has to provide a home 
and clothe his children, and so has the 
farmer. But the wages man stops there, 
while the farmer is to pay for the cost of a 
water facility in fifteen :,·oars. Does the 
warsos man pay the cost of his gas or electric 
light snpply in fifteen years? Of course 
he doe'- not. 

The SECRETARY FOR Vt:BLIC LA~DS : The 
wages man has to pay for his water, while 
this settler will not pay for his water. 

Mr. CORSER: He has to find the water 
and to pay for it. If he does not find water 
himself he will have to pay to get it from 
the next place. I think the Minister will 

M1·. Corser.] 
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agree that there are too many duties 
in::;posed 011 settlers when they first take up 
land to jmtify calhng upon them to pay for 
their water facilities in fifteen years, when 
those "ho conw after them will derive just 
as much benefit as the man of to-day, and 
will not have the calls on their pockets 
"hich the pioneers have. I shall sit down 
and give the 1Iinister the opportunity to 
accept the amendment. lt is a reasonable 
amenrlmcnt, and the Minister has not been 
too rea~onab1o in n1ceting us up to the 
present. The hon. gentleman told us he 
would not have accepted the other amend
ments indicated if we had moved them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LA~ms: They 
are provided for. 

Mr. CORSER: I hope the Minister will 
accept the amc•ndment, which will be a big 
help to a man who goeo; out to make a home 
in the virgin forest or scrub. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LA::\DS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): The hon. 
member for Bm·nett has made out a fearful 
case about the selector with regard to water. 
I would commend him to the speech of the 
hon. member for Warwick last night. ·while 
I do not agree with everything that the hon. 
n•nmber for \Varwick said, we must all 
admit that there is a limit to the extent to 
which the State can mother these settlers. 

Mr. CoRSE.H: Certainly; but you still own 
the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If we dc,troy the independent effort of the 
individual. we shall get nowhere. \Ye can 
go on giving State aid here and there, and 
after a while people will regard it as a right. 

Mr. -GomoER: You are not giving it. The 
settler will not own the water facility, as it 
will be on Crown land; he is only getting 
a lea,e of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He is given the money to provide perma
nent water facilities, and the Crown takes 
the responsiLihty of any "dud" bores. 
Tbat is a great concession. Some of this 
area rnay b-e waterless, and da1nB n1ay be 
constructed \vhich will leak. That is one 
of the experiences that happen in providing 
w~tcr, and the State is taking the responsi
J-Jility, because really the twelve months' pro
vi~ion 1neans that the well or bore is given 
a fair chance of showing whether it will be 
a success or not. The hon. m em bcr will 
agree \Yith rne that in nine cases out of ten, 
if a bore is snccee,ful an-d runs for twelve 
months, it is likely to be permanent. We 
find th~t it is during the first twelve months 
that the water runs out in bores which are 
unsuC'CCQ.f\fnl. This is a g-reflt concc.ssiDn, 
because there will be numbers of thc,c bores 
which will come on the Stctc. In the Bur
nett district W(' ha Ye already drilled holes; 
\\8 h8ve fo11nrl salt water in some places, 
and no water at all in other places. Thrre 
arc going to he a numb0r of bores whid1 
will },e usde". and the Stote. as a whole, 
ha' to bear the burden of these unsucce>Sful 
attempts. That is something· in the rig-ht 
direction, but \YC do not _,,,ant to go too far 
in reg-ard to these facilities that haYe a 
limited life. vVc> must aclmit that all man
constructed faf'ilities have a definite life. and 
our ,s~·~tPm of finAnce, f'Orrlpe1s us to put upon 
a faoilitv or undertaking- the; ob1ig-ation of 
repa,'rnent during the term of its usefulness. 
No business could be carried on unless the 

[Mr. Corser. 

owner of that business makes proyision for 
depreciation or renewals from time to time. 
If he builds a factory which has a twenty 
years' life, and does not pay for it or pro
vide a fund to renew it in t\venty years, it 
is bad finance, and he will go to the wall. 
I am prepared to meet the hon. member in 
a spirit of reasonableness, and make the 
term twenty years. I am going beyond a 
fair lin1it CYC11 in rnaking it t\venty years. 
I have gone into this matter of water facili
ties, and I think twenty years is the outside 
limit that we can allow for repayment. That 
is as far as I can go, and it is roally going 
a little further than we ought to g;o. I 
repeat again that the selectors are inde
peltdcnt n1cn; \VO are not going to regarJ 
them as paupers who cannot help them
oelves. I hope we ehall not get that type of 
men. but men \vith a capital of £500 or 
£600, or else a capable family, and men 
who are determined to make good on the 
land. vYe shall be able to advance them 
mcney from the State Advances Corpora
tion. £1 for £1, which with their own 
money and labour will give them a fair
amount. I am not one of those who believe 
they should work up to the limit of £1,200 ·, 
they should keep within their meane. I 
believe that if thev only need £200 it is all 
they will ask for; and' they \vill carry on 
fro1n their own rosourC(". For thnt rea:;:on 
I am loath. for the sake of making the 
terms too liberal, to do something that is 
fundamentally wrong. In connection with 
an 1 instrumentality, business. or undertak
ing provision shout'd be m a de to pay for any 
facility during its period of_ usefulness. Th~t 
is a sound financial proposition, and that IS 
the reason whv we have made the term 
fifteen vears. 'Of course, some bores and 
we-lls m[n- last 100 years, while others may 
not last 'ten vears. Manv will come under 
the category ~f uselees bo1:es. \Vc must hav<> 
some fair ge,neral average .. and I took the 
averag·c of fiftecu years. That is the figure 
supplied by the department. but I am pre
narPd to meet the hon. member for Burnett 
by making the term twenty years. 

Mr. CQRSER: I shall be pleased to acce[lt 
the suggestion of the Minister to make It 
hventy y0ars in 11lacc of my amcnchncnt, 
nnrl a~k JlE'rmis..,.ion to ntnond my .amend
ment bv mbstituting the word "twenty" 
for the 'word "thirty." 

Amendment bv leave. amended accord
ing-ly, and a gree-d to. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Ca,rnanon): I move the 
omission, on line 10. page 7. of the wmd 
'

4 t'vo" \vlth a vie1v tD in·,erting the \vord 
"fTvP." This is a verv s11)1,;ht amPndment, 
and I hope the Ministo;- will accept it. Th<' 
G<wernment will not lose >tnything by it. It 
will give a selector another three years in 
v-hich he ie liable onh' to pay interest. Dur
ing the first three vcars thoro is generally 
no rrturn from a 6Clcrtion. and if \VC give 
the settlers five vears in which he has only 
to pay interest he will hP able to make his 
selection productive. The Government are 
uol asked to finance a man under this 
amendmPnt. I favour the nursing- to a cer
tain extent of new settlers on the land; the'' 
have to depend on the Government to carr0 
them throu!!h. If a man is worth helping, 
let us help him; but if he is not worth help
ing th0 sooner he is out of the 'ettlcm~mt 
the bett0r. The State Adv"nceg CorporatiOn 
is prenared to advance money. and I hope
the Minister will accept the amendment. 
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Mr. WARREN (Mu·rrumba): I woul-d like 
to see the amendment accepted. It is far 
harder for a settler to make repayments dur
ing the first five years than it is afterwards. 
Hardly any land, particularly in foresL coun
try, is improved in less than five years. Take 
any of the forest country along the coast and 
,•m1sider whether what I have said is not 
true. I admit that it is quite different where 
the ]and is scrub land, because a fire can be 
put over the land and the timber can be 
<iestroyed much more easily than in forest 
country. It is a well-known fact that, on 
-ordinary forest selections, clearing and ring
barking and ploughing will take five years. 
Whoever saw people go on to virgin land 
and sbrt to make money in less than three 
years? It is a well-knm~-n fact that, in the 
wheat country of Now South Wales, they did 
not make any! hing on forest land for three 
years and the Minister will be well advised 
to a~cept the amendment, which will only 
bring the Bill into line with the conditions 
under which the settler can get a loan from 
the State Advances Corporation. 

Mr. G. P. BARKES (Warwick): I am 
-quite conscious of the fact that it is possible 
to do too much for a settler, and, after all, 
jf you arc going to make a choice between 
nursing a man and putting on the land an 
industrious farmer with the determination to 
£mccoed-a man of enterprising spirit-it is 
far better to choose the latter, because the 
.other man is far better off the land altogether. 
At the same time, whilst 'ympathising with 
the Minister. we have to bear in mind the 
experien<;e of the past, which has taught us, 
again and again, that men will take quite 
five years before tbey turn the corner and 
are able to rea1ise the results of their labour. 
I think that in the case of the Maryvale 
-selections, and indeed of all the settlement 
within m_y knowledge, if the principle of 
exemption from the payment of redemption 
for five years was not recognised in the origi
nal scheme, it was conceded afterwards by 
the Lands Department. I fancy that, if the 
Minister makes inquiries, he will find that 
such is the case. When one considers the 
position of the settler setting out on the 
herculean task of converting heavy forest 
1ands into areas suitablP for the plough, one 
wonders that the spirit is found in anyone 
-to attempt such an undertaking. If we desire 
to offer inducements to mon of the very best 
spirit, a very essential thing is to extend the 
-term without payment of redemption to five 
years. I emphasise that the experience of 
the past confirms the opinion that that is the 
right and the wise thing to do. 

Mr. PETERSON (Tormanby): I sincerely 
trust that the Minister will accept the amend
ment. I am sure he will admit that two years 
is rather too short a term. Under the State 
Advances Act, as has already been pointed 
Dut, exemption from repayment of the princi
pal is allowed for five years, so that in this 
amendment we are only following precedent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : We are 
making a departure in this clause from exist
ing legislation. 

Mr. PETERSOi'!: I agree that the provi
"ions dealing with the supply of water on 
the farms embody a very fine idea and deserve 
the commendation of the Committee, but we 
do not stultify ourselves if we ask that the 
position of the settler shall be made as easy 
as possible in the initial stages. It is on(y 
by the effort which he puts into the land that 

any value in it is created. Consequently, 
during the first two years, the average settler 
does not earn anything; it is all going out, 
and he is living on borrowed money. If the 
Minister accepts the amendment he wil' earn 
the gratitude of the settlers. He shoul-d bear 
in mind that we should do everything to 
make the initial stages easier, even if we have 
to make the conditions ultimately harder. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): The con
cession I have already given means that the 
selector will have eighteen years in which to 
repay the advance, whereas under the clause 
as drafted he will have to pay it in thirteen 
annual instalments. Consequently, the repay
ment is now extended over a further perio-d 
of five years. I am, however, willing to make 
the period without repayment of principal 
one year more. I am loath to do these things, 
because it is easy enough for me in Parlia
ment to grant concessions like this. I have 
found a similar request put forward in the 
sugar industry. Under the Act which pro
vided for the erection of the Babinda mill, 
for instance, the period without redemption 
payments is two years. The growers have 
fought time and again to get that period 
extended, and I could not understand well-to
do people who were making money at sugar
growing urging such an extension. The Go
vernment, fortunately, never gave way, but 
I had the opportunity of asking a leading 
grower the reason for the request. I said, 
•· Wh_y do you want this term extended? 
The mill is making money-in one year they 
made a profit of £65,000-and you can meet 
your payments of interest and redemption." 
He said, " If we could get the period ex
tended, I could get all my money, and I 
might be able to sell my farm and be able 
to hand the obligation on to the man who 
follows me." That cannot happen in this case, 
of course, because a settler will have to remain 
on his farm five _years before he can transfer 
it; but, if you extend the period to five years, 
he would then be able to pass the obligation 
on to someone else. It has to be borne in 
mind that very few men w·ho buy farms have 
commercial instincts sufficiently developed to 
look into these things. (Opposition dissent.) 
The_y -do not look into the problems of the 
future. The_y say to themselves, " There is 
a farm at such and such a. price," and they 
think very little of the other obligations. I 
am prepared to make the period three years, 
but I am not prepared to go any further. 
Theee provisions will apply to the water 
facilities, and not to the material for reticu
lation or to the machinery that goes on the 
settlement. 

Mr. PETERSO:'f (~Yormanby): I woul-d 
like to present this aspect to the Minister: 
Does he realise that by making the period 
three years he is giving a preference to those 
who are not in the Burnctt and Calli-de are'as, 

or, in other words, if a settlor in 
[5 p.m.] any other dislrict applies to the 

State Advances Corporation for 
money, he comes under provisions which 
allow for an exemption from the payment of 
tho capital for a period of five _years? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAxDS: So he 
will with respect to money borrowed from 
the Corporation for other purposes. We are 
fixing these periods in the Bill bee a use of 
the uncertainty attached to water facilities. 

Mr. PETER SON: The Minister has been 
very generous in conceding one year in this 

Mr. Peterson.] 
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case, but, at the same time, I think it was 
har-dly a fair thing to say that the Calli-do 
settlers aro only to have an exemption of 
three :vears, when settlers in other parts of 
Queensland have an exemption of live years. 
They should all be on tho one level. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
settlers will have the ad; antage' provided 
by the State .\dvances Corporation with 
respect to work that 1s of a more permanent 
nature. The qu£stion of water facilities is 
a very uncertain proposi 1 ion. 

lioh. PETER SON: All the loans obtained 
from the StatP Advar:ces Corporation carry 
a provision for a five yoar:3) cxen1ption, 
consequo:.tly the settlers in other districts 
will bo plrrced at an advantage compared 
with the Burnett sol tiers. 

The S'E. RETARY FOR J'rBLIC LAxDs: But 
they are not provided with water facilities. 

Mr. PETERSO~: Ko. The State 
Advances Corporation does not advance one 
farthing to any settler for the purpo e of 
making water uuless he has water so1no-..vhere 
jn his holding. 

The SEt RE1'ARY FOR PUBLIC LAxDS : \V e arc 
paying under ,his Bill for the whole co,t of 
tho \Yah~t· facilities. The settler uudcr thi-J 
Bill needs 1:0 money, but he has to find half 
of the money when he obtains a loan from 
the State Advanco3 Corporation. 

Mr. l'ETF:RSON: The :;'o.linistcr ;;ill pro
bablv find that in the futuro there will be a 
goocf dt><:d c~ hardshil), princ ip[l_lly in view 
of the fac- that it will take t•,:o years before 
2. S(·ttlcr can hring hi:; land to a ~tat:' cf 
proclucti.-ity. Jt i,- onl:c a ,.,.,..-' 'nmll amount 
spread oyer a number of years. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrnLI LAXDS: I am 
not prepared io go any further. 

:Hr. COSTELLO (Carnan:on): In view of 
the Minister's statement, I a,k leave to 
Yvithdra\v rny amendment. 

Amcndmon , by leave, withdrawn. 

111r. COSTELLO : I beg to move, on li1w 
10. page 7, the omi,c•ion of the wcnl "two' 
with a view to inserting the word '' three." 

Amendment agreed to. 

Mr. COSTELLO: I beg to move tho 
omi~~ion, on lino 20, page 7, of the word 
"seven'' with a view to inserting th8 
word "fiftee -·" I take it , hat the ordinary 
moans for pun1ping water wil1 be wlndn1ilJs 
or cngino pu1nps. A period of seven year.3 
is a very short life for a ;vind:nill. I c n
sidcr that ftftL••·n y('ars is only a roa::onabL) 
life of a wincln1ill, ptunping cngiEc, er 
pump ... 

i\lr. l\looRE: I ha vc h>ttl cnc for thirty 
years. 

The SEt HJ:TARY 1 OR PrBLIC' LANDS : ~\Yha t 
is "the avcra~o '? 

l'dr. COST i<:LLO: I know of one th ·t has 
been UJl for OVL'r twenty year:-J. For iht first 

yenr8 after a rnau gee,: on the land 
\vork~ cla:· 'lnd night dolug ha1J, solid 

toil. \Ye Ehould not expt et h nn to pay 
eYP1J1hitJ~ bark in a fpw \Ye c.houlit 
give hin1 !l cl1ancc to on his feet. Ho 
'vill enhance the value of hi-; property each 
year a.":l he \\orkJ. If we n~akP the taxafo:1 
as 1cnv as po.:;::";ble for thP fir,::;t tPn years, 
then we shall have a chanc0 of gt'ttitoo; 
sucrc•'3ful farmers. I hope the 1\-finistcr will 
accept my reasonable amendment. 

[J1Ir-. Peterson. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. \V. Il1cCormack, Cairns) : I am not 
going to accep the amendment. I have no 
intention of givjng any further concessions 
in this dirertwn. \Ve have definite informa
tion about this matter. \Ve know that some 
mills last from fifteen to twcllty years, but 
we must fix 'he average lifcc of the machinery. 
I do not think that this Committee is inspired 
with the idea of giving something away for 
nothing. S'"'ven yoar;3 is a fair average life 
for the cqu:pmcnt tlwt we propose to supply. 

""Ir. MOORE : 'Where did you get your 
infonnation from? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
From the \Vater Supply Depar mcnt~people 
who know. 

l\-Ir. ::\fooRE: It 1s most extraordinary 
infcrmation. 

The SEl'RETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. gentleman may have had a windmill 
for fifteen y€ars. but it is like Paddy's gun
it has a new lock, stcck. and barrel. The 
parts have been continually renewed. 

J\Ir. :1lOORE: No. I have never had a bolt 
put in mine for twenty-five years. Nothing 
has been done to it. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LAKDS: 
I know a li tie about the depreciation of 
machinery. Some of it only lasts for a few 
years. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: It depends on the
treatment. 

The SECRETARY FOR FGBLIC LAKDS :. 
Th~t is so. Our expert i::fonnation is that 
thl~ aycrage life is flvo year;;. That was the 
i>'rm provided in the original dr,1ft of the
DI'L tut I altered it to ·· .:>CYC'n," because I 
thought that five years ;yas a little short, as
I was told that thoro were instances ot mills
;;-h'ch la,Lcl fifto,•n years, though I have my 
dnubtq about it. The hon. member for
Aubicny says that he has not had his milr 
rcpairC'd for bvcnty years. 

Mr. MOORE: I have three mills that have· 
n vcr boon touched since they were erected" 
cxct nt to oil. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC LANDS: 
\Vhat about the piping? 

::\Ir. J\Ioom;: It is exactly the same as when 
it ,,·as put do-wn. 

The SECRETARY FOH l'L:BLIC LANDS: 
W!uJt about ,he troughs? 

~.lr .. iVIOORE: They are all the same. 

The SBCRET~\RY FOR PUBLIC LA::'\DS: 
In the face of expert information, I am not. 
goi g to giYo v, ay on this 1nattcr. I know 
that pLH11ping machinery dcprcr:iat.~s very 
qu:r!dy. 1 have not had an::thing to do 
\\ Ith tne pumping of pure "ater. but I know 
:h;•t th.::_ rnachiner:v for n1ine pu:np ng depre~ 
ciatc-~ very rapidly. In twch·c months, 
c:ghtccn n1onths, or hYo yoars you 'tvill see a 
real good pUD1ping plant rcncL'red us~l0ss 
tlu·cuQ·h the action of mincra:i:-'ccl ·V\':>t"r. I 
am ir]formcd th:Lt tho wotcr i:t th,, Burnctt 
di~tr1ct is nut go1ng o be pure unrrdultcratcd 
\Vater, such as \\·o get through .aur reservoir· 
in Brisbane. 

r,Ir. \V.mRE'l : You had better not my any 
me-re a bout that. 

The S':WRETARY FOR PT~BLIC LAJ'\DS: 
Tll'lt has to be considered. It i foo'i'h for 
u..; to allov;r a longer term thau thn n1ar·hincry 
will last. I do not in:end to give way on. 
this matter. 
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Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): The Minister 
has been wrongly informL'<i, but, if he had 
been right!~ informed, the amendment does 
not compel him to allow the full period of 
fifteen years. It reads, " not being greater 
than fifteen years." Doe3 that not leave it 
open to the Minister to make what agree
ment he thinks appropriate under the cir
cumstances? In making it fifteen year' it 
only gives tlw Government the same pro
tool ion. A windmill ma v be provided by the 
settler which will not ,~-~ar out in the time 
mentioned bv the Minister. A windmill 
that would \~ear out in seven years would 
not be worth purchasing. A pump comes 
under the same category. In largo areas 
where there is salt water it will corrode the 
pump. The Minister has been very reason
able, and I .hope he wiil continue to be so. 
It is the experience of everybody who has 
pumping machinery that its life is far more 
than fiftcc'l years. If the Minister went on 
the Darling Downs--

The SECRETARY FOR PullLTC LA:ms : Thcd is 
your trouble.. You htc\'O nc1•er bee'! off tho 
Downs. 

JYh. DEACO?-<: Let the Minietcr go anv
where. he Will. Any machinery agent will 
tell him that the life oi :c windmill is more 
than fifteen year'. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LA~DS: They are 
selling it. 

Mr. DEACON: What is expert advice on 
these matters if you do not go to the people 
who are selling this class of machinery or 
the people who have been using it? v\7here 
would you get } our expert advice from? The 
Minister has only gone for his ad vice to the 
officers of 'he Department of Public Lands. 
That advice is altogether different from the 
actual knowledge of practical men. 

Mr. PETE~SO?-< p·arn,(/nb.'f): I am sorry 
that the JYhmster cannot extend the p<·riod 
to fiftc.::.'n years for thc3u reasorje: Fn.~th· 
theso loans ha.vo to be ol1tained under t!;~ 
State Advances Act, and, scconr!:y, Hw :i.\Iin
istcr rnust tf·lJisc that, \Vhcn a loan has been 
granted, the farmer has to mortg-~ge every
thing pos,ible on his f"rm lu th·' State 
:cdvanr.cs Corporation. The r. suit is that 
although he is granted ;t loan for s0ven ten' 
o:" fifteen y0ars, or whatever the t'erm' 1na~ 
be, the fact still rc1nains thn.t t!.~c Govcrll
mcnt own the facility until tlw whole of the 
loans that have been gl'antcd have beeu ,,,J.ped 
o;,t by the settler. C'o;;scquentiy they incur 
n0 nsk hy extending dw pcrioc! to Jiltccn 
years, becau:-:e they 0\.'n the lanU, and b.,!~nuso 
the State Advances C'orporaLion lms a mort
gage over ovorythinr; on the farm bar the 
furrnor's nJoihcr-in-law. (Laughter.) 

l\lr. \V .. ARHEN (M urn"" /J(l): I am c ha id 
rhat the Minister has been very badly 
ir•formed. I have been handling windmills 
aed pumps for a cunsjcl~_'rable nun:!.ber of 
yea.rs, and, if a windmill does nut last for a 
lengor period than two or thrc~ ycMs w:th 
the exception of duplicatir,g pan;. it i; either 
because it su!Tcred as a Iesult of a cyclor<e or 
through the carelcs:::;ncs:3 of tho 11:ser. 

The SECRETARY FOR PtnLIC LAxDS: Arc net 
those factors to be hkcr, into con"ideration 
-in C'Onling to a decision? 

Mr. WARREN: I "ill deal with that 
fuctor in a nlorrienL l\lost o~ the pun1rs. 
whether power or har:d. that arc used oh 
[,,rms l1aye a life of thirty yce<r5. H you 
t"ke any pump at all as an example, vo'r wiil 
find that only small parts have" to be 

replaced. The J'vfinistcr touched on a very 
difficult problem when he referred to the 
qna.lity of the water. I do not know that the 
i\linistcr had any authority to say that tho 
water is going to be baU. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: 'l'hat is 
Dot the reason. ThG Hights in Water and 
\Vater Conservation and Utilization Act is to 
lH> amended, and this provi,ion will be 
inserted for other places as 've11 a.s for the 
Burnett distl·ict. I must <·xercisl' care in these 
provisions, because they ::tro going to a.IJp]y to 
places other than the Burnett. 

Mr. WAHREN: 'fhotc nre very few places 
in Queensland w,here :"·ou will find r.ctter that 
will damag:c the inside of a pump or the 
piping. If such water is found, jt iB ju"'t as 
well to leave it in th0 g-round, became it; is 
injurious to tho stock. The Dalf?Y )'~re 'ntcr 
is one of the hardest on galvan1sed Iro·J, buL 
you will find that the containcrH last for fif
iec'n vean. That watr>r contains soda as well' 
os otlier chemicals. Such water will 1wt be 
found in a settlement like this. 

'The SECRETARY FOR l'LBI,IC LAKD~ : There is" 
any amount of water that has corrosive quaJi.. 
ties besides artesian water, 

Mr. WARREN: Ye,, but whr~l'e thut water 
iJ founJ it is unfit for ,tock. 

The SECRETARY >'OR PLBLIC LANDS: It io fit 
for stock in some cases. 

Mr. WARREN: It is generally unfiL for 
stock. The Department of .Al!-ricultur" has 
g-iven the opinion that water which has corro
ciYo qualities is bad for 3tock. 

'The SECRETARY FOil Pt:nLrc LANDS: Lime
water is good for stock. 

Mr. WARRE"': It is not pltrlieul;n·ly bad 
so long as it ;, lime.,·ater. If the hfc of 
this farm m.achinery is only going to be 
seven years, the Mini~tcr is rigbt. 

The SECRETARY FOR l't:BLIC LANDS: They arc 
nc>t going to end in seven years. 

Mr. vVARRE"': If th<·y arc not, I do not 
see why lhe Minister should not exlend the 
period. The men who will octth, on these 
];,nds arc not going tu have an Eldorado. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC LANDS: The f•m· 
sb llingo the hon. rncmb"r i;; quarrelling over 
1i\'ill not rn:1ke any dificrcnce. 

Mr. WARRE"<: If it is only a. few shil
lings why should not the Minister spring it? 

The SECRETARY •·oH Pcnuc L~tNDS: Beret use 
there is a principle involved. 

Mr. WARREN: In my opinion it i,; " 
V!ant of principle. I am convinced that there
is ono point that the JYiini&ter ha,, overlooked, 
aud it is in relation to this poillt thaL I ros:' 
pa.rticularly to spode There will be a lot of 
property 011 the ground which will probabl:. 
rc.-crt to i.he Minister and may probably be· 
neglected. The majority of setilers to-day 
arc only slaves. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC L,\NDS; Then l 
saw the fin<·"t lot of slaves at the Gympie 
Show the other day that I have ever seen. 

;',1r. WARREN: The J'v1inister kept UW<tY 
from the d1~trict." \VhnrL~ the poor sort arc. 
A groat deal of the lo· . on Iwtchincr•c on. 
farms is through ncg!ctcl·. As tlwro "ill be " 
ct'nsi.dcrablo amount of property which >Yill 
lm realiy tho property uf tho Department of 
Public Land, until it iE paid foe, it ,., ill be 
vcrv \visc for the Mini~ter to h&vc sonH.: ono 
to "see that the conJiLions he imposes are 

Mr. Warren.] 
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Cdrried out on these farms. He will thus be 
doing not only good to tho country but to 
the settler. 

The SEcm:TARY FOR Pc;BLIC LAXDS: You 
make inquiries and find out wll~1t the b:tnks 
are doing. 

Mr. WARREN: I do not want to mak.e 
inqmrws. I know too well wh"t banke will 
do. They look after their own interests. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC l·AXDS : They 
will never give the owner the life of an 
article. 

Mr. WARREN: Thai does •wt jmtify the 
Minister in not making the period a iittle 
longer. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC I <;;us: l a:n 
making it a few year' longPr. 

Mr. WARREN: Why could not the Minis
ter extend it a little more with respect to 
their windmills and machinery? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It would 
be like advancing them money for a suit of 
dothes to bo paid for after the suit was 
worn out. 

Mr. COSTELLO: I think a suit of clothes 
will last five years. 

Mr. WARREN: I hope that the Minister 
will give his favourable consideration to the 
amendment. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : I support the 
amendment. I contend that most of our 
pumping plants will last for the best part 
of twenty years, and I think it would be 
reasonab~e if thr Minister acted similarly to 
what he .did regarding the life of a well, when 
he met me in my amendment with a com
promise of twenty years--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : A pretty 
good compromise, too. 

Mr. CORSER: I still argue that I was 
right in asking for thirty years. Seven years 
is too short a time in which to ask a new man 
to pay for the machinery installed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It was 
thirty years just now. 

Mr. CORSER: I agree that the machinery 
has not the same life as the wdl itself. Thirty 
years on a perpetual leasehold is not too long 
a period over which to extend the payment of 
the well. He does not own the well. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the hon. 
member will not discuss that subject. 

Mr. CORSER: I know any amount of 
pumping plants that have been in the same 
position for twenty years m _the Burnett 
district, and whwh are to-day m good con
dition. They have only had small renewals. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: What 
was the renewal-a new pump? 

Mr. CORSER: No; a small part costing 
4s. or 5s. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: What 
is the cost of a windmill? 

Mr. CORSER : It all depends on the size. 
It might be £40 or £45. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Don't 
you think seven years is long enough for a 
man to pay £40? 

Mr. CORBER: It is not long enough, 
because the settler is not in a position in his 
early days of settlement to find the money. 
He has to find the mill. the pump, the pipe, 
a tank-and he will want one containing about 

[Mr. Warren. 

4,000 gallons; it is no use putting in a 500-
gallon tank-troughing, and all that sort of 
thing, and it will cost him at least £100. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Yes, but 
he gets the water on the spot. 

Mr. CORSER : Yes, but it is only a spot. 
It is more than you will get here after 8 
o'clock. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
Mr. CORSER: I ask the Minister to be 

reasonable and accept this amendment. I 
think he should grant a fifteen-year period. 
It is no use putting settlers on the land and 
asking them to pay too much in the early 
years of their settlement. In seven years they 
are still trying to make a farm out of the 
scrub, and it is during that time that the 
assistance we may give them is most beneficial. 
The Minister need not be afraid that it will 
depreciate the value of the holding. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : I do 
not want the settler to be paying for some
thing that has gone past its useful period. 

Mr. CORSER : Does the hon. gentleman 
mean to say that a pumping plant has gone 
past its useful period in seven or ten years? 
That is not so. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS : I can 
see that you have never bought time-payment 
furniture. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: Time-payment furniture? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It would 

be better for the man to pay straight out. 

Mr. CORSER: On account of his shortage 
of money he has to pay in instalments. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
sooner he gets rid of his obligations the 
better. 

Mr. CORSER: How can he do that when 
he is hampered? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Your 
previous argument was that he did not pay 
for his machinery because of the increased 
price of implements. 

Mr. CORSER: The increased price of his 
implements, food, and clothing for his family. 

The SECRETARY FOR PunLIC LANDS : Does 
not that apply to his commodities also? 

Mr. CORSER: He has to find the money 
to pay for feeding and c:othing his family, 
and it is possible that his first year's improve
ments in grass might turn out weeds instead. 
Up to this time he will have no income from 
his land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : In seven 
years? 

Mr. CORSER: Yes, but he has other pay
ments to make for everything that he has 
bought. The hon. gentleman stated that the 
settlers going on this land will have an 
average of £200 as capital. 

Mr. COSTELLO: Too little. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 

settler is not getting a ready-made farm. 
Mr. CORSER: A ready-made farm under 

this Bill ! Perish the thought ! I hope that 
the Minister will agree to the amendment. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnnrvon): I feel sure 
that the Secretary for Public Lands has 
listened attentively to the arguments of prac· 
tical men on this side of the House. 

The SECRE'fARY FOR PuFr,rc LANDS : Keep 
your arguments to practical men. 
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Mr. COSTELLO: May I suggest, in order 
to get away from this clause, that the Minister 
makes the period ten years. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: No; I 
have to consider the whole of Queensland. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The main object 
Df this Bill is to attract settlers to the land, 
and when the settlers are there to make the 
conditions such as will cause the settlers to 
remain and carry on their operations satisfac
torily. My experience for quite a number of 
years is that the man on the land, by and 
large, is a trier and will meet his obligations 
to the Government or the storekeepers or 
anyone else at the very earliest opportunity. 
By granting this extended time for the pay
ment of machinery it does not necessarily 
follow that the whole of the settlers are going 
to take advantage of the privilege. It is 
simply asked that the priYilege be placed 
in the Bill to give some sett! ers who may 
have had a particularly trying time an oppor
tunity and an assurance that thev will not 
be hampered. I do not profess to' have any 
knowledge in regard to the life of the imp1e
ments to be supplied, but I would point out 
to the Minister that the liability, if extended 
over the period of seven vears will have boon 
considerably reduced at the CI;d of that period 
by the four years' payments that will ha•·o 
been made. I understand, of course, that the 
Minister is prepared to allow three vears to 
elapse before the settlor will be res[}onsible 
for any payments except illterest. After that 
he will have to make his regular paYmPnt~ 
in reduction of the amount due ori these 
appliances. I am sure there is no better 
investment for the Government than that of 
advances to settlers and to local authorities. 
The local authorities are carryrng on 
excellent work, and so are the men on the 
land, who are indispensable. I would like 
the Minister to visualise what is happening 
in the State of Queensland so far as our 
primary producers are concerned. I can say, 
trut~full:y, that we are growing practically 
n_othmg m the way of fodder at the present 
time, 

It is all coming over the border. I do not 
know when a change is goino- to take place 
but when we think that lucer~1e chaff is cost: 
ing £13 a ton. and has boon doing so for 
months, and that all the chaff is coming 
from the South, I cannot for the life of me 
uEderstand how these people are going to 
<Jar_ry on unless we giVe them every poBsible 
assistance. I do not call it "molly-coddling" 
them. I call it rendering assistance to the 
do,·erving. The Minister has introduce-d into 
this measure some new features altogether, 
and they are to a groat P-xtent in the nature 
oi experiments. We know that at the present 
time, owing to the dry conditions, the 
tough propositions that the settlers have to 
facA are tougher than they were twenty or 
thirty years ago, when we knew for a cer
tainty that we woul·d get the usual wet 
season and were sure of a crop. The Min
ister is not going to la"' anything by g·iving 
an extondPd period. If he cannot make it 
fifteen vears. he shou Id at least make it ten 
years. 'He is not going to lose any money 
over it, and I hope he will see his way clear 
to accept the amendment. 

The SFCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. \V. McCormack, r'airr"): I do not 
wish to anpear to he stubborn, but I have 
no intention of ~iving way. One of the 
prime reasons is that at the present time the 
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Parliamentary Draftsman is drafting a new 
Water Conservation Bill, which will apply to 
the whole of the State. It is a very big 
measure, and will contain a good many new 
features, and one of the new features is to 
apply to the whole State 1he provision with 
regard t,o water facilities that is being pro
vided under this Bill, with the qualification, 
of course, that it will deal with artesian 
water also. 

Mr. TAYLOR: H is absolutely necessary 

The SECRETARY FOR PUELJC LANDS: 
By gi ,·ing· away something on this Bill I do 
not want to be 'compelled to give way on the 
Liggcr issue,. I have gone fully into the 
rr,attcr, and Mr. Partridge assures me that 
seycn vcars is the limit of safety. That 
being "the case, I cannot go bcy~nd that 
period. I would he lacking in my public 
duly as a responsible Minister if I wore to 
givl' wa:v when I have \){,on supplied with 
information that it would be dangerous to 
g-o beyond a certain period. In some 
instances where good \Yater exists it will be 
&:n fe enough to give ten years, but, taking 
the whole of Qcwensland, it is not safe to go 
bevond seven v0ars. I know the conse
qu-ences of sho~·ing weakness jn connection 
with a matter like this. It would not rest 
1vith this Bill. If I were to give way in a 
moment of weakness on this Bill, I would 
lu:ve to allow ten years to pav for the cost 
oi water consenatlon by priv.ate. people as 
wdl as on Crown I ands. trcculSO the Bill 
which is now being drafted will allow private 
pt·oplc to form grouns to nrovide water, as 
is being done under this Dill. That is neces
sary in Queensland, where the lack of water 
i:' such a g-roat disability. It is not because 
I am hostile that I rdme to "ccept the 
amendment, but I have to consider publ;c 
int0rcsts. and I have p:ono as far as I can 
go. in granting seven years. 

Mr. ROBER'l'S (East Too1caomba): The 
amcmhnent does not propose to defer the 
payment, as after the third yeu the selector 
will commence the repa.vments. and each 
year the inrlehtcdness will be less, and I 
"assume that if the selector does not meet 
his payments in the f?nrt~ _:vcar the df'f)art
m"nt will mnke some 1nrp_nn0~. The selPctor 
will be paying interest a-ll the time, and for 
th"t reason I jnin in the d~sire to get t}'Ie 
period extenrled. We have to recogmse 
thot men taking un this land will have to 
loorrow a considerable amount of money for 
imnrovements. and we should make the 
rPnaymrnt of that money as Pasy as pos
siJ-.le. Look at the seasons th"t we have 
cxnericnced durine: the last three or four 
,-ce.rs. I hnne th"t th0c• will trreak soon. 
·Asonming that they do lweak. and that 
f'!-rothcr drv nerlod is PxneriencPr! in ~.nnther 
three or four ;-ears. th0ee sett1ers will he 
foccd with a .flrv period when thcv "re mak
inQ' th~"'ir fir"t · n::~vmPnt. nnrl nnrl"r those 
renditions it will l,e Y"rv difh"n1t fDr ~he1? 
to rrrcct their ohlie:atirons. ('ert.ainlv 1t rs 
en.sier to nnrl one-tenth than it is to find one
sevPnth of the indebtedness. 

Mr. MOO"RE (A uiJi!l~JI): I would like to 
nnint out ih!'lt the 8Vf'ffl f!P 0XDf'rif'nCc of 
shire councils is that windmills last for con
si.rlera hlv ]oN,-er tha,n seven years. We 
wm,Jrl never dream of putting up a windmill 
if it was only to last for sc;-en years. 

The SFrRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS : I know 
you would not. 

JJ1.1·. JJ1. oore.] 
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Mr. :YlOORE: It is an asset for thirty 
y0ars 

The SECRE'l'AUY FOR Pc:BLIO LANDS: Seven 
years is a reasonable time 'vithin which the 
.an1ount ~ hould be repaid. 

Mr. ~fOORE: \Ve hUYo to consider that a 
windmill and equipment to-day costs some· 
thing like £150. 

The SECREtARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Thoro 
are a number of factors that YOU have not 
taken iJtto consideration. ' 

Mr. l\lOORl-:: I am takillg into considera
tion that a rnan in starting on a selection 
has a considerable amount of money to ]Jay 
out. For the first couple of years practically 
everything is going out ancl there is nothing 
coming in. I a1n uot going to say that. if 
the 'vatcr in the Burnctt district is highly 
rt1ineraliscJ) the Minister is not quite right 
in limiting tho period to Bevan yrars. I-Ie 
may have h~Hl experience in that {'Onncrtion. 

The SECRE'tARY FOR f'CBLIC LAKDS: I do 
not say that. 

Mr. MOORE: I know that thoro arc 
certain di,tricts where the water is highly 
mineralise-cl. and the pipes wear out very 
qulddy, and in such cases the 1\lini~:.tPr 
would bo justified in his action; but I do 
know that in parts of tlw Burnott dictrict, 
acc:ordiiig to the rcport.s of the land agents, 
watPr is only to be found at a great depth. 
They have to sink 400 or 500 feet to got 
water, which is going to be a costly matter, 
and then on top of that the selector will have 
to erect a costly windmill. That will be a tax 
on the owner of a emall area of lal'd. and if 
the Gov<'rnmont distribute the repayments 
over a long0r period of years without <lffc·rt
ing tho security, they will be doing a wise 
thing. I know that the life of a windmill 
c!cpcncls largely on the way in which it is 
treated. I h~tvo seen windrr.i:ls go tu pieces 
in three years. because they were not looked 
affcr. All machinery nmst be rc!rnlarly 
oiled and well looked after. 2\1y expcricnre 
is that a man who takes up a farm and ,,-ho 
has a windmill giVC'3 a great deal more 
attention to it than is g·in'n to public pro
perty by Sta to or ,hire council officials. \Ye 
have to make arrangcn1ents in connection 
with windmills in the hands of shire councils 
to keep them up to the mark. If there is a 
high wind blowing. and the machinery 
croaks, a private individual will look after 
the windmil' and oil H, because he rerog
niees that it would bo a verv expensiYe 
matter if it fell to pieces. If a rnan is care
less, aPd tho machinery goes to pieces by 
not being oiled, it will co't him a consider
able amcunt of money. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLTC LANDS : There 
are a number of factors which von hrtvc not 
mentioned, " 

Mr. MOORE: That is so. I recognise that 
in certain districts there are vital factors in 
connection with water which will eat out 
pumps and pi1ws. 

The SECRETARY FOR PT:BLIC LANDS : There 
aro waters that destroy locomotive boilers. 

Mr. l\IOORE: But there are counter
irritants ,,-hich you can put in an engine 
or boiler to preserve tho pipes if you have 
water of that nature. If a man is putting 
ripes into a bore and gets water of that 
sort. he coats his pipes with a wlution which 
will protect them. If highly mineralised 
\Vater i"l mot with, no man in his senses is 
going to put down ordinary galvanised 
iron pipes without some protection. 

[Mr. }J,ioo1·e. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: All! 
these things have been decided on after 
consultation with a man who is supposed to 
know his job, and seven years is taken as a 
fair period . 

Mr. MOORE: A good deal depends on 
the district in which he is located. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BL!C LANDS: One of 
his chief jobs is to analyse the wat.m· for the 
whole of Queensland. 

Mr. MOORE: I cannot undorotand why 
a man with experience all over Queensland. 
should recommend such a low term as sGven 
years. If mineralised water is met with, 
coaled pipes or pipes of so.ne other matenal 
should be used and not ordinary galvanised 
iron pipes. 

The SECRETAUY FOR PUBLIC 
·deciding on a period you 1nust 
faciors into consideration. 

LANDS: In 
take .all the 

:'.Jr. MOORE: I understand that the 
j\finister is anxious to see that the security 
is there. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLTC LA,;Ds : And 
that the man himself is not paying for some
thing which rL•ally doeB not exist. 

Mr. l\IOORE: If the country and quality 
of water is reasonably good. and thoro is not 
rnuch chance of the windmill being destroyed 
in fifteen or twenty years, I cannot sec that 
the security is depreciated in any way. After 
all. the amendment will only give a man 
an opportunit,,· to extend his payments over 
a longer perioJ, and the p<oriod in _which he· 
most needs assistance is at the bcgmmng of 
his settlement. It onlv needs reasonable 
care to be exercised. The Minister has full 
pcwer to declare where a bore shall be put 
down anrl the cla<.s of equipment which shall 
be used; and, if he finds tha.t in certain 
di<.tricts the water is highly mineralised and 
will cat the pipes, he ,_-ill sec that a certain 
counter-irritant is used t0 neutralise the
cff"ccts of the '"'ter, and so maintain the 
•calue of his security and enable the selector 
to carry on without tDo great difticulty. \Ve 
are told that the department has a. man who 
aiJah·ses the "ater throughout Queensland, 
and 'if he finds that the water in a particular 
area in the Bm·nett district is nnsuitrtble for 
ordinary galvauised iron pipes, he will either 
have concrete pipes or put some proparatwn 
on the galvani,rd iron pipes to pmtcct them. 
If this is going to be a burden on the 
selector, the term of repayment should be 
oxfcnded for a lonc;-cr period. I do not want 
the :vfinistcr to do it if the security of tho 
department is in jeopard::, but if ho can 
frnd out that the security is t.l1cr<O what 
clifierenco can it make to tho department 
whether the time is seven years, ten years, 
or fifteen vear·,? A 11 the Minister requires 
is that the" asset shall be there. eo that if at 
any period a man leaves his selection the 
Gm·ornment will not lose an,·thing. I do 
not want the Government to lo c any money 
in assisting the settlers, and rho tNms in 
regard to loan money should not be too easy; 
bnt I recognise that. when the settler has 
an asset in the shape of water facility, ho 
£hould be allowed more time to meet his 
obligation. The l\Tinistor 'vould be well 
adYiscd to take all these matters into con
sideration. to see \vhethE r he cnnnot ngree 
to a little extension of the term of repay
ment. 
, Mr. DEACO"' (Cttnninghami: In :'ccept
ing the amendment the l\Imister will not 
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b0 giving anything away, as it only alhnvs 
the settlor a longer term to meet his obliga
tions at tho di.•crotion of the Minister. If 
we extend the term to fifteen years the 
Mini.,ter will be no worse off. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: You 
go to a windmill firm in Brisbane, and see 
what terms you can get for repayment. 

Mr. DEACON: The Minister is capable 
of administering his department, and ought 
not to be afraid of extending- the term of 
repayment to fifteen years. He would not 
like it to be said that anv member of his 
Government would be so foolish as to make 
a bad bargain when a matter is left entirely 
to his own discretion, and I therefore think 
he ought to accept this little amendment. 

Amendment (Jir. Costello) negatived. 

;\lr. ED\YAHDS (';anango): I move the 
omission, on line 22, page 7, of the word 
"two" with a view to inserting the word 
" three." Tfw clause will then read-

" Provided that during the first three 
years of the period the seledor shall be 
liable for pa0·mcnt of interest only." 

I think the ;ifinistcr will be able to see his 
\\·ay to accept this an1cndn1cnt, as it is only 
.iu keeping with the concessions he made 
prcYiou'd.;. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIO L\KDS: Oh, no! 
3-Jr. EDWARDS: The Minister is taking 

up quite a wrong attitude. He has stated 
over and OYPr again that he has been rather 
too generous. but in practically all tho 
amendment; moved fro n tho Opposition 
benches there is a big- principle which affects 
the snccc-s of the scho ue. The eyes of. 
cn'rybody in Queensland arc on the Upper 
liurnctt a11d other. nc-..v areas. 

The SECRET.IHY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: Do vou 
know the uctuQl cash value of this ~on
ces8ion '! 

.Mr. EDW ARDS: ."\11 the amendments 
have the impodant object of relim·ing the 
sctt:er in the early stages of the settlement, 
and everyone who has had anything to do 
with the piorwcri 1.g period of settlement will 
admit that so uetinres thP couccs,ion of a. 
few shillings is reallv a big amount to a 
struggling selector. fn other States as well 
aa in Qut:'Cnsland a 1nan 1nay put in two or 
three crops bPfore he gets any return what
over, and it would be only reasonable for the 
Minister to accept the amendment, even 
though it i:oyoJves only a small amount. I 
can assure the :Minister that in the very 
early years-which the amendment affects
the sott:r'r vPrv often has all he can do to 
provide food .,and clothing for his family 
without paying out any cash at all for any
thing else. 

Mr. CLAYTON (TT'irlc Bay): I wish the 
Mini ,tor could '"'C his wav to accept the 
amend ncnt. I-Ie has suggested by way of 
interjection that it im·olvc.o only a v0ry 
small Rmonnt. If that is so, why not give 
,~-av, bocansc 1-he Goy0rnment are in a hotter 
position to afford that small amount them 
tlw sdt!N? We on this side know the 
hardships under which the men on the land 
have to work. a:-d it is especially during the 
first fpw ,Y~' 0 l'S that they requin' co~:sid0rntion 
from the Government. After that thev have 
a crop nnd scrnething coming in a;;d are 
in a better position to meet their oblrgations. 

Mr. CORSF:R (JJurnctt): I support the 
amendnwnt. After all, onlv five vea.rs are 
allowed in which the settle; has to pay for 

his pumping or other water plant. The
Minister proposes to give him two y0ars free 
of repayment of principal, so that at the 
commencement of the third year he will 
have to find £25, if his windmill has cost 
him £100. We want to put off that evil day-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
machiner_v companies would want the whole 
of the capital. 

Mr. CORSEH: No; they would give him. 
time to pay. 

The SECHE'rARY FOR AomcuLTUHE: How 
n1auy years·~ 

Mr. COHSEH: They g-ive the time that 
they contract to give, and wo are now laying 
clo\\!1 the tor,us of the contract w1th the 
settler. Surely we are not goiug to gauge 
our leniency Uy vvhat a llH1ChHH.:ry COlllpany 

vvould do'! Such a co111pauy is a bu:·HllCSS-· 
coJH:ern running in a bus1ncs3 way, but our 
object is the succcJs of the sdtloment sdwrne. 

The SEORELIHY FOR Pc:BLIO LA::-!DS : The 
period laid down in the bill is based on the 
a\'er.ar;e lifetinw of a \vindmill. 

Mr. CORSER: The avP'l'age lifetime is 
considerably over seven years. 

The SECRETARY FOH PunLIU LANDS : How 
long will a 1uotor engine last'? 

Mr. CORSRH: It would be a very poor 
cne that would not last scvcu years. It is 
not the cugn1e that goes " crook." I have 
h<td an CI1ginc smco 1918, and it is now 
g-oing better than ever before. The hon. 
lllCd1llC!' for Stanlev has had ono for fourteen 
years, a11d his faihcr h<1d o.:.w bdore hin1, 
and it is still gojng well. I kc.ow that, 
when the G-oYCfllll1Pllt are sLllin~r secoucl
hand motor machin~ry, they do ~rot claim 
that it is a.uy way Il<'ar the end of its utdity. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Motor
cars? 

Mr. CORSER: Motor engines, I said. I 
hope the Minister will realise that he is 
asking a settler in tho third year to pay 
off the cost of his plant to the extent of 
£25 out of every £100. As has alre:tdy been 
stated, it is not ollly agricultural farm-ers 
on 640 acres who will come under this clrtuse. 
A man can hold 5.000 acres under the Bill 
and he may want more than one pla.ut, and 
in the third year he will havo to pay £25 
of everv £100 borrowed. The Minister says 
that so"mc bm·es are 300 feet deep in this 
area, and £10:J wou:d not buy a lifting plant 
for a bore of that depth. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): I hope the 
Minister will reconsider his decision and 
accept the amendment. He has had evidence 
from members on this side of the House that 
the life of the machinen- which will be 
affected is much greater t"han he assorts it 
to be. 

The1 SECRETARY FOR ·PuBLIC LANDS: Hon. 
member.s over there say that a windmill 
costs £100. I question that. 

Mr. CoRSER: Mine cost that. I sa.y it will 
cost that. 

Mr, DEACON: It will cost more than 
£100 for machinery to lift water from a. 
300-foot bore. 

Mr. CosTELLO: You would not get it for 
£150. 

Mr. DEACON: The Minister was very 
reasona.ble in the early part of the afternoon. 
Why should he go wrong now? (Laughter.} 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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[7 p.m.] 
Mr EDWARDS (J!anango): I hope the 

Minister will be generous er,ong-h to accept 
the amendment, which is only a, small con
cee-ion. The Minioter must realise that a 
settler is under a lot of expense '"hen he com
rnences, anJ this antendrnent \viil give him 
some little assistance. It is th0 little matters 
in the early days of settiement that make or 
mar the success of the ~cttlement. 

Amendment (Mr. Edwards) negatived. 
Clause 9, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 10-" Common water fucilitij to u 

-fJTOUp"-

Mr. EDWARDS (J,·unango): I beg to move 
the omission on line 50 of the word " fifteen.'' 
with a view to inserting the word "twenty:" 

Amendment agreed to. 

Mr. COSTELLO (G•zrnarroni : I bP·' to 
move the omission on line 52 of the ~·ord 
" two," with a view to inserting the word 
n three." 

The SECRETARY FOH PcELIC LAXD~: That i;; 
a consequential amendlllcnt. It is givircg to 
the group tlw same right th>tt has been g1ven 
to the individual. 

Amendment agreed to. , 
Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I beg to move th" 

omission, on lines 55 to 58, both inclusiYe, of 
the words-

" Unless the Minister otherwise agrees, 
such selectors shall, notwithstanding any 
proportionate allocation as aforesaid, be 
jointly and severally liable for such repay
ment of the loan with interest as afore
said." 

I cannot understand why the .;electors should 
be jointly anci severally liable for the repa.y
mcnt of the loan with interest. I look upon 
this as one of the most dangerous forms of 
s~ecm·ity that can be place·d ur·on a settler. 
The settler has no opportunity of knowing 
who his neighbour is going to be. J would 
refer the Minister to clause 10 (3) of the Bill, 
whic.h reads-

" The expenditure incurwd by the Min
ister in providing a water facility under 
this section shall, ,•ubject to the next 
succeeding provision, be deemed to be a 
loan to the selectors comprising the group 
for which it has been provided, and shall 
be repaid together with interest at the 
rate of !he pounds per centum per annum 
thereon by such ~electors ru~rwctively in 
t,he respective proportions a& ailocatcd by 
the Minister during the period. 

If a selection is forfeited, the incoming 
settler will ha vc to pay his proportion of the 
expense. But, if the land is forfeited, and 
there is no incoming settler, this clause will 
have rather a harsh effect. It may happen 
that the group is reduced to one or two, 
and this clause provides that they shall be 
jointly and severally responsible for the 
repayments of the !mill, which will be a heavy 
impost upon them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC L.INDS: "Unless 
the Minister otherwise agrees." 

Mr. MOORE: It is a big risk. 
The SECRETARY FOH PcBLIC LANDS : We 

have dozens of such cases. 
Mr. MCJORE: Wher<• the selectors are 

jointly and severally liable? 
The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Yes. 

All the lands on the border of Western 
Queensland are held on a jointly and 
severally liable basis. 

[Mr. Edwards. 

Mr. MOORE: That may have been in 
connection with grazing areas, where the 
p<'ople ftrO settled and on their feet. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: '.rhey 
ore not on thoir feot in a lot of instances. 
That is wh:v they waut a trust to be formed. 
You must have some security. 

Mr. MOORE : The Minister has the 
security. He has the security of the incom
ing tenant. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PCBLIC LANDS: I will 
show you where the burden is placed on the 
incoming tenant. 

Mr. MOORE: Supposing the incoming 
tenant rloe, not come on immediately, the 
other individuals forming a group can be 
called upon to make up the amount. 

'fho SECRETARY FOH PcBLTC 'LANDS: It 
would be only in an extraordinary case 
that one or two individuals would be held 
to be liable. Still, you must have some 
saving clause. 

1\Tr. MOORE: After they have been com
pelled to pay, the water facility will not be 
the property uf the one or two who have 
been compelled to pay, but will still belong 
to the other settlers who are interested in the 
g-roup. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Read 
clause 12 in conjundion with this clause to 
see how the lictbility is passed on. 

Mr. ::'1100RE : It may be passed on in 
certain circumstances. It is an onerous 
condition to place on an individual. I know 
of some cases where co-operative companies 
ha YE' been affected by the directors having 
to sign a joint and several guarantee. 

The SECRETARY FOJl PcBLIC LANDS : The 
Minister is not likely to impose a harsh 
condition. The clause merely safeguards the 
Minister. The words " unless the Minister 
otherwise agrees" means that he will take 
into consideration the facts in each case. 

Mr. MOORE: Is there any object in 
having a clause like that? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Yes. 
Th0 object is to make the settlers keep up 
to their obligations. 

Mr. MOOR F.: Does it not seem more likely 
that the people who have to execute a joint 
and several guarantee will not form a joint 
water facility, but will prefer to have "ater 
facilities o£ their own? 

Mr. ROBERTS: Did the Minister ask us to 
read clause 12? 

The SECRETAHY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: Yes. 
Mr. RoBEHTS: 'l'he liability there is on 

the individual. 
The SECRETAHY FOH Pc:BLIC LANDS: No, in 

the meaning of the clause the individual 
settler is a group. 

Mr. MOORE: What I want to see is the 
selector shouldering his own responsibility. 
I am quite agreeable to that. When it 
comes to a group and the bore happens to 
bo a deep one, it will be a heavy burden. 

The SECRETAHY FOH. PUBLIC LANDS : The 
Minister is not likely to impose on one 
sElector the obligation of shouldering the 
whole of the guarantee. 

Mr. MOORE: No, but after they have paid 
that the three selectors who may be the 
rPmaining members of tile group do not 
own the water facility; it still belongs to 
the group of five. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Yes, 
but each new settler on coming in under
takes hts share of the liability. 

Mr. _MOORE: It may look all right for 
the Mmtster. but from the point of view of 
the settle! I am strongly against it, and the 
settler wtll be strongly ag>tinst it. It is a 
dangerous provision. No man likes to 
shoulder a liabilitv that another man is 
responsible for. If a man can- look after 
h!mself, if he loses his own money, it is 
h1s own fault; but he cannot protect himself 
from another individual over whom he has 
no control. He might like to go into a 
group. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: The 
system is working quite satisfactorily m 
Western Queensland. 

Mr. MOO RE: It may be more economical 
to go mto a group, providing the settler 
knows that he has only to shoulder his own 
liability, but he will probably object to 
shoulder the liability of another man who he 
knows is not a competent farmer. Under 
these circumstances he will be more likely 
to incur a greater expense than in a case 
where he is solely responsible for what he 
has to pay. The man can onlv be respon
sible for his own efforts, and he should not 
be made responsible for the efforts of some 
other individual. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC LAXDS: Ho is 
responsible for the liabilities in a co-opera
tive factory? 

Mr. MOORE: Yes, unfortunately. 
The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LANDS: Any 

group mu'''t shoulder the liabilities of that 
group. 

Mr. MOORE: It has been so in some of 
the co-onerative factories, and it has worked 
so harshly that to-day it is almost an impos
sibility to induce directors to shoulder a joint 
and several guarantee. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC LA~DS: Their 
liabilities are limited under the Companies 
Act, but still they have to stand up to a 
certain liability. 

. Mr. MOO RE: It must be recognised that 
m a co-operat1ve company the members are 
not jointly and severally liable; but all 
directors are equally resnonsible for anv loss 
that may be incurred. , Under that scheme 
each individual is responsible onlv for the 
loss he mnkes ~m his own property. This 
clause of the Bill is a dangerous provision, 
and something that I, as a priman, pro
ducer. would not care to take on myscM. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I can 
assure the hon. member tint it is working 
very ~atisfactorily. 

Mr. MOORE: I am sorry that I cannot 
agree with the Minister. t thi,;k it would 
be far better to wipe out the provision alto· 
gcther. The Minister has ample power 
w1thout the cla,me. If ono or two of the 
settlers default. let the incomino- settlers take 
over the liability. " 

Thc SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDR: The 
default might be wholly on one macn's farm. 
You would not haYe the incoming tenant 
pay the whole of that liability. 

Mr. ::viOORE: Xo: I would treat it 
exactly the way you have done. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
the exact result of the law. 

Mr. MOORE: In this subrlauee the Min
ister has the power to allocate the extent of 
the respomibility of the respective settlers, 
and if one ·defaulh he wants to put that 
extra expenditure on to the other three or 
four members of the group. That is what 
I ol::ject to. Let each man shoulder his own 
lia bilitv. If one defaults it mav concern a 
facility. that does not affect the remaindel.' 
of the group. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : They 
arc getting the additional benefit of having 
the water. That bener<t is carrie·d on. 

Mr. MOORE : They cannot get any aodi
tiona1 benefit, as they haYe that facility 
alrcadv. If one man defaults the remainder 
gd th~ water just the same. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Then 
who should carry the loss? 

Mr. MOORE: The incoming settler. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: If you 
refer to clause 12, you will see that is what 
he does. 

Mr. MOORE: Under these conditions the 
aeset of the land still belongs to the Crown, 
and the other settlers have to carry the 
lial,ilih'. 

The . SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
Crown puts a proportion of the charge on the 
incoming settler. 

Mr. MOORE: That may bE' so later, but 
in the meantime the individuals have to pay 
for the same benefit: the benefit is not 
increased. I am looking at it from the point 
of view of prospective settlers and the~r 
hesitancy in taking up a guarantee of th1s 
sort. They will be averse to that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PVBLIC LANDS : I am 
sure they would do this rather than go in 
for an individual water supply. 

Mr. MOORE: If it was a jointly managed 
concern, where everybody had !' voice in. the 
management. it would be a ddferent thmg, 
but under this scheme one man has no control 
over the other. They have no voice in the 
management of the various farms in the 
group. I am sorry I cannot agree wit_h the 
Minister's point of view. From my pomt of 
view it looks too dangerous a provision, and 
I think the settler will not be inclined to 
shoulder a burden like this if he can possibly 
get out of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): The hon. 
member has not made out a very good case. 
Somebody must be responsible. Under the 
trust bores established in Western Queens
land there is a joint and several guarantee. 
That is only a safeguard. There will be no 
occasion to put it into operation if a selection 
is sold or forfeited, as the incoming selector 
will shoulder the burden. 

Me·. TAYLOR: ·what if there is no incoming 
selector? 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If he does not come in, of course, the facility 
has to be carried on just the same. Suppose 
there were ten men in a group and eight 
remained in the group and two of them did 
not continue on their selections, I cannot con
ceive of such a situation, because rnon will not 
form themselves into groups, on land that is 
likely to be deserted. The settlers who enter 
into an undertaking to form a truot bore are 
men of permanency; they can see ahead of 
them. They want water, but they cannot 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 



'998 Upper Burnett and Callide [ASSEMBLY.] Land Settlement Bill. 

afford individually to put down a bore, so 
they combine, sink a central bore, and run 
the water through the several sections at 
considorablv less expense, and they are jointly 
and severally responsib:o for the money. A 
board is formed of representatives of the 
group, and they control the affairs of the 
trust bore. Under my new proposal in regard 
to water the whole thing is outlined as defi
nitely and as perfectly as we can make it. 
We propose to extend this provision with 
regard to providing wo,ter facilities to the 
whole State; even to freehold land. Whore 
to-dav people are suffering because they have 
not the financial abilits to provide water, we 
shall allow them to form groups. 

Mr. ROBERTS: You will have security there. 

Th<> SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAI'\DS: 
We shall have security here in the appliances 
and in the improvements, That is not what 
the hon. member is complaining about. Ho 
noes not want thorn to bo jointlv and scverallv 
liable. Well. who is goi'np: to be liable? I 
--cannot conceive of a caflo whore nnv ~Iinister, 
unlc'8 in a case where there has been absolute 
neglect, would impose a harsh penalty. 

Mr. MoRGAN : Each block should carrv its 
own liability. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::"JDS: 
y;r e mak? Rr?vision for each block carrying 
1ts own habl!Ity. Clause 12, which deals with 
the forfeiture of a selection that has a vmter 
facility provided on it under the group system, 
.reads-

" In the event of a selection on or in 
respect of which a water facility or part 
thereof ha~ been provided under any of 
the provisiOns of sectiOn 8 or section 9 
hereof-

"Those are the two sections dealing with indi
VIdual water facilities and group water 
facilities-

" being forfeited for any reason whatso
ever Dr surr?ndercd to the Crown by the 
selector. or m the event of the Minister 
or the State Advances Corporation cntDr
ing in~o. po:;:scssion of any such selection, 
the Mmister shall have power to require 
any incoming selector to execute a mort
ga!'ie. and other securities required b,v the 
l\limstcr m favour of the Min:stor for a 
sum to be determined by the Minist8r 
not exceeding the fair estimated value to 
the incoming selector of such water 
facility." 

A~r. MoRGAN: I am supposing that there is 
an Incoming se lee! or. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L~\NDS: 
Suppose there were ten selectors on ono 
grc•up and eight on another group, the eight 
would have the ''amc li:1hilitv as the ten. 
Perhaps nw situa'Ion of the ccntnd bore is 
favourable for a group of ton, but vou may 
havo fixe n1cn carrving the ~amo obligatioll 
that ton J?Wn should carry. Why relieve ten 
men or o1ght men of the obligation because 
two n1cn h;tYc h'Or:e a"·av? 

Mr. l\Ioon~: Clause 12 ,does not provide for 
group sPlcction. It only pro\'ideo for the 
protection of th0 ]\finis or in rase of for
feiture under clauses 8 and 9. Clause 10 d<,als 
with group selection. 

The SECP.ETA·RY FOR FCBLIC LANDS: 
I will look into that matter. It should apply 
to group sclcctwn, If that provison does not 
exist in clause 12, I am prepared to amend 
't to allow 1 he Minister to hand on thfl 

[Hon. Tr. McCormack. 

liabilitv in accordance with the amendmE>nt 
which 'has been printed; but I think the 
provision does <-xist there. I want to repeat 
the point which I made in regard to liability. 
The same bore may scne ten people, and 
the cosl· may be the same to ten as to five 
peep le; it is a matter of location, If two 
men desert from the group of ten, why should 
the remainder not carrv the ccst of the 
facility? If there wore 'only two men left 
out of a gronp of fi,·o, they would have to 
carrv iho liabilitv just the some as the five 
hctv<; to carry it. The only method of imposing 
the obligation is to make the members of the 
group jointlv and severally liable, unless the 
Mini ter thinks it will inflict a hardship. 
and that is why the paragraph commences-

" U nlcss the ::VIinister otherwise 
agrees,'' 

\Ve mmt have security. Hon. members may 
wish to be lenient and gE>nerous to selector•, 
but, after all, we must have regard to the 
public interest in those matters. While 
dealing ge,orously with the selectors, we 
must recognise that 1he public interest is 
paramount, and we n1u2t have security for 
the money which is cxp(mded. This is merely 
a safogtiard which rtnv business man would 
placo in a mortgage if he were lending money 
under' similar conditions. Of course, the 
conditions are more Jc.nie!lt under the Govern
ment. and the proviso is more lenient, but. in 
the last r<'sort, somebody must be ha,ble. 
Who is it going to be? 

Mr. MOORE: ,The Crown holds the security. 

Tho SEC'P.ETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Is tlw Crown going to carry all these 
liabilities? 

Mr. Moo RE: You hold the security. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
We hold the ]and. 

Mr. MooRE: With the water facility. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Should not the eight men who are going to 
use the facilitv and got their supplies of 
wa'er from it -;,arrv the burden until some
bodv else selects !t and reaps the beHefi't 
accr'u ing from the land? 

Mr. l\10RGA:-i: If there are only two men, 
the w·atcr becomes dearcr. and it may be too 
dear for them to carry the liability. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It mav cost as much to supply two as it 
<loos t~ supph- five, and as much lo supply 
five as to atpply eight, or ten. Perhaps some 
of the \Vater facilities \Yill only supply two 
selectors, while others in a more favourable 
situation may supply five or six. \Vhy should 
the remaininp- five or six settlers be let off 
from their full liabilitv '? 

l\1r. J\10RGAN: \Vo d~ not propo•~ ihat. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
You a re asking the Cro-vvn to tilko over all 
these !ialJilities. 

l\I r. MoRGAX : No. only in regard to the 
block which is vacant, 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAJ'\DS: 
rr'lwrc is no ro a.] road to scruro money. 
It h:-tf: to come from somewb"re, and someone 
has to be responsible in the last a~alysis. 
Who Is to pay, if not the people m 1he 
group who are getting the bore, but the 
Crown? 

Mr. LoGAX: \Vould you charge it t'J an 
ineoming settlor? 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If a new settlor comes along ho will be 
loaded and will take the liabilitv of the 
set lor who has deserted. " 

Mr. MooRE: I-Ie will not come in if you 
·are going to load him like that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I think the members uf the Upp0 .ition are 
raisir~_g bogies. In fact, to deal with sorr1e 
~f the matters which ha vo bePn raised 
by hon. rnernbcrs this eYcning cxhrtnsts 1nv 
r·tctionco. l\1any rnaitet·s could well be dis
, . .,.,sod on a Bill like this. but huu. members 
opposite arc raising bogies. I have listened 
to a lot of ha ldcrdaoh a bout the cost 
of mar:hinPry, \Yhjch thP 1na11 i11 the street 
•knows is not reliable•. I have as mnch c-om
rr;on-scnse kno1.YlC'dge of these thjD~(f( as hon. 
-members ,•ppoc•itc. \Vhai: is the gocJd cf try
ing to midcad me? I a.m not blaming the 
Opposit'on for their dL•>irc to go a little 
further than \VO are pr<cpared to go. I did 
ttJe sarne thing ''Then I vva"s OYI r there. 

Mr. \V,\RREX: \Yo o.re not doinG" tha.t. \Ve 
·want a fah· deal. '-' 

The S~CRETARY FOE PUBLIC L.\NDS: 
I do not blame the' Oppooition fot· that, b11t 
I d? blnme thcn1 for rPiterating ng"ai11 and 
.again that "\\'0 are nut acLir;.o· fa.irlv anJ 
shvuldermc: our liahiliti<'s. I ~mst ask the 
lwn. n1en1bcr for \Van\·irk to rr.1ko another 
speech this evening and tL•JI hon. m cm hers 
that thoro must ho some limit io the ohliga-
1 ions which the GovQl"nnwnt can undertake. 

l\Ir. l\<IORGAK (.Jiurillu): The :\finister 
·has adopte-d a wronr; r,.ttitudu al!ocl'ther. 
First of all he is under the impressi<; 1 that 
the Opposition desire to amend the Bil: so 
tbnt. jf one rnan or hvo 1nc~1 in a o-ronp 
-vacate their seloctione, the "hole o'f' th0 
responsibility for the water faciE! v will fRll 
upon the Crown. \Ye do Il\)t J.~·:-;ire that. 
Under our proposrd thu rcspon-,ibilit:· of the 
flye or s1x rnen who n 1u::ti.n W011ld eo:--1tinue. 
\.Ve aro rnerdy arguing tha.t the rncn \vho 
rcrnain shnll not have- i(, cnlTY a l!,Tt'at·)r 
burden if the others vacate their Ifmd.s because 
-:they have not been able to rnake a FUecoss 
of theiu. \\-hcrovor you go ~OrtK mor.1 are 
1TIL1 1'8 pro~11crous than others: eorne n1rn \vill 
mn.ke u, living and other; \Vill fail. When a 
n·Jan fails, arc, :·ou gojnp: to nlilkl• the- rnan 
who has Sll('{"(~edcd. perhnps by y;ork1ng lor~g 
hours. shoulder the l'Coponsil.Jility of the; 
failure? I say that the land should earr·· 
the burden, jmt as it does in the casr of 
shire rai(-'S, no rnattce \v.ho takes lt up. If :1 
loca.l authority bnilds a road r:c<t (l,,., tv ur 
. thirty selections, if ono ()t· tho 6dertor.·, does 
net pay hi:: ratcJ fol' a r:nmlv r of Y(·ar~ or 
le·Jves hi:-; holding, the othl'r sl'l~ ctor~~ an~ net 
Te~pnnsiblc for his rai( s. The lan•) curri~:s the 
-burden, antJ ovclltuall",· the loeal a uthoritv 
cnn Sl'll it in order fo recoup thelll~uvc;. 
The same thng shou:d apply in thio rc<SJ1Cct.. 

Mr. Dn;sTAN: \Vould 7ou let it accumulate 
GU vaca.nt land? ~ 

Mr. MOgGA::'\: The ratc•s accumulate on 
vacont la::U ju~~t the :-JLIEL'. IH the C<Lst- \\·o 
are discussi:Jg u man borrov;3 so much n1oncy 
h·orn tho St-:tu Advances C\•rnoration 01 t-•'tno 
o1-her source <tnd is unable tO can'7 ol1. I-Iis 
block is tlu·o\Yll OP811 eclcctio11 ~avain bnt 
reo hod:;· will select it the l;adi~g- i' 
.St) groat. Tako the C:l~.; of a ~c:·ter;Lion ,{ith 
several Inik.:; of bon_' drains ot1 it, which is 
vacated. The other seh'ctors will be rospon
stble f<?r tho:3o d~ains although they are Eot 
<m thmr properlles at all. In the event of 

a selection being vacated in this wa::, will the 
ether selcc1ors w:Fio will be rconirL·d Lo 
'boulder the extra liability ban· the rig·ht t0 
e"lect the land or to use it fvr grazing or 
other purpnscs? If t.hc'V can, the position 
\rill not be so bad. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PL;BLIC LANDS: Thev 
y,-il! ha Ye the benefit of nll r.he rnonov tha·t 
the other selector has paid. ' 

Mr. J\10HGAN: But such a selector will 
nnly leave the land when he finds that ho 
ca.nnot see his way dear to pay his dPbts. 
The Crov .. 'n will have the lanll and :!rnpl ovo
rr.Pnts as an asset-not the other selectors \Yho 
ate jointly rcsponeible. 

The SBC!lETARY FOR P1.·nuc LA"iDS: Thev 
"·ill have their share. If the other selecto'i· 
has paid instalments for fr·m· yoan and then 
deserts, the rcn1aining ~;!ght sc]ectors will 
!m vo the adnmtage of hie paymGnt.,. 

J'.Ir. MORGAN: They have that advan
tage; but, in order to got that little 
advantage, they will have to carry the whole 
burden. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LAKDS: Not 
unless the Minister decides that \Vay. 

Mr. :YIORGAN: I do not think that, 
when a block is vacated, the whole of the 
responsibility should rest on the other 
settlers. They should not be penalised 
because they have made a success or have 
remained on the land. I do not think the 
Minister can find any other Act containing 

those same proYisions. Take the 
[7.30 p.m.J case of bores put down for group 

selectors. There is ono in the 
Goondiwindi district. If a ,ettler goes of!' 
one block because he is unable to continue, 
the rest of the settlers a.re not called upon to 
cany the burden. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Of 
course they arc. 

Mr. MORGAN: The land carries the 
responsibility. It is put up for sale. 

The SEC!lETAHY FOR PUBLIC L.\NDS : All the 
selectors are responsible for that. 

Mr. :\<I ORGAN: They a.re responsible for 
w much in the pound on their own block,. 

'l'he SECRETA!lY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
rates eau be increased to makP up the 
ddicJency. You know that you are wrong. 

::Ylr. M ORGAN: What I say is right. The 
whole of the settlers are not rcopon ible for 
the shire rates if one tenant does not pa.y his 
rates . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS : You 
cannot haYo group settlement and individual 
re,pomibility. 

l\lr. ::YIORGAN: This clause is going to 
cause distress and will penalise the men on 
the land. \Ye arc not raising the point for 
the b~tk0 of wa:::ting tin1e or annoying the 
.!\Iinistor. but purely to make the Bill a 
better Bill. 

Mr. CORSER (lJurnrtt): Tho Minister 
will bo most unreasonable if he does not 
aecrpt the amendment. Ho will agree that, 
if the soloctor takes upon himself his own 
liabilities and is able to mort them, he 
should not be called upon to make good the 
failures of others. \Ve are opening up land 
for settlement and providing water facilities, 
ar:d we arc asking settlers to gua.rantee not 
only their own share of the cost, or a propor
tion of the cost of the communal water 

j]{r. Corser.] 
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supply provided by the Crown, but we are 
also asking them to make good any loss 
entailed by others who cannot meet their 
obligations. 

The SECRETARY !'OR I'eBLIC LANDS : If the 
case warrants it. 

Mr. CORSER: And the Minister is to l>e 
the adjudicator as to whether the case 
warrants it or not. The whole interest of 
the settlers is to be wrappoo up in the 
humour of the Minister. He might be in a 
good h11mour, like he is to-night, or he 
might be in a very bad humour. like he was 
last night-not with me. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CosTELLO: You do flatter yourself. 

Mr. CORSER: We were quite in accord 
last night. Several other hon. members 
raised my ire much more than the Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
have only got another twenty-five minutes 
before the bar closes. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: That is one means of 
silencing us. I suppose. It is another kind 
of gag. It onJy needs ono word from the 
Minister to say that he will accept the 
amendment, and I will not speak any longer. 
I think he will agree that all Ministers 
should be guided by ~lets of Parliament, a.nd 
that it should not rest on their personal 
desires as to how it shall be carried out. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L.\NDS : 'I11e 
success of a Government is in its administra
tion, and not in Acts of Parliament. 

Mr. CORSER: The unfortunate part is 
that we generally have government by 
regulation. The machinery is so made that 
it is possible for the Minister to exercise hie 
own discretion. The regulations can be so 
framed that the Minister-! do not say the 
present Minister, bnt the Minister who might 
follow him--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It 
might be you. 

Mr. CORSER: I did not like to put it 
t~at way. I did not like to bring about a 
mghtmare for the hon. gentleman. How
ever, possession is nine-tenths of the law, 
and until there is an election we shall allow 
him to retain that position, provided that 
his party will agree to do so. \V e are all 
interested to know what is going to happen 
to these people in the Upper Burnett and 
C:cllide Valley when their neighbour fails to 
meet the obligations placed on him by the 
Crown. \Ve should protect them, and the 
amendment seeks to give them that protec
tion. If the Minister wishes to extend some 
measure of justice to those settlers, he 
should accept the amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I have 
to consider the public interest. 

Mr. CORSER: Public interoot is the 
succe,s of settlement in our country districts. 
Public interest is not going to be considered 
if we are going to do an injustice in that 
way. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIO LANDS : \V e are 
not going to inflict an injustice. 

Mr. CORSER: The Bill makes an 
injustice possible. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: What 
position is he in to-day? 

Mr. CORSER: He may be a watchmaker 
to-day; he is not on the land. 

[M1·. Corser. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'liBLIC LANDS : What 
position is the selector in to-day who wants 
water? 

l\1r. CORSER: According to the spirit of 
an Act of Parliament he can secure £200 
from th0 State Advances Corporation, but 
the regulations under that Act prevent him 
from getting it. 

The CHAIRMA:'-J: 0Yder ! I hope the 
hon. gentleman will discuss the amendment. 
He will have an opportunity of discussing 
the State Advances Corporation when the 
Estimates ttre being discussed. 

1\Ir. CORSER : I was merely answering 
the que,tion asked by the Minister. I shall 
net disobey, but, as usual, obey your call, 
l\Ir. Kirwan. The 1\finioter must agree that 
there is an Acb of Parliament which allows 
of assistance being given to settlers, bnt it 
is impossibhl to get that assistance because of 
the regulations under that Act. The Minister 
may so frame the regulations that he will 
bL' r.ble to administer tbe Act in accordance 
with his wish at the time, and probably te> 
the detriment of the settler. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: Can you 
namo any Minister. or :tny department that 
has ever been harsh to Crown tenants? 

Mr. CORSER: We have had cases of the 
imposition of a 10 per c•.mt. fine for late 
payment during drought periods. Do you 
not call that harshnc's? I call it almost 
burglary. The Government almost take the 
farm hom them. They cannot pay the 10 
per cent. fine. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: Give me 
~ome particular case. 

Mr. CORSRR: I do not like to divulge 
the names of individuals who have been 
victimised, but I can give the Minister 
scores of cases where people--

The CHAIRMA:\' : Order ! I hope th& 
hon. gentleman will discuss the amendment. 
Ho will have an opporr.un;ty of discussing 
thP other matter when the Estimates are 
under discussion. 

Mr. CORSEH,: I shall do that. 
The SECRETARY FOR I'CBLIC LANDS : I am 

very lenient. 
Mr. CORSER: You have onlv been in 

charge of the department for about a fort
night. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLTC LANDS: I think 
my predecessor was much more lenient. 

Mr. CORSER: He was right enough. but 
where there was an Act of Parliament the 
Minister could hide behind that Act and 
sav that there was a flaw in it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA)[DS : Why 
should a Minister want to hide behind an 
Act of Parliament? 

Mr. CORSEH: The Minister said. "We 
must inflict the 10 per cont. fine, because 
the Act provides for it." The hon. member 
for :\'ormanby, the hon. membPr for Murilla. 
and other hon. members on this side have 
with me mentioned cases time after time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: I have 
looked that matter up. and I find that there 
has been no harshm~ss, and that every ca&e 
has been dealt with on its merits. 

1\fr. CORSER: It was dealt with all right 
-the 10 per cent. fine was imposed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
fine is a penalty. 
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Mr. CORSER: There is no necessitv to 
impose a penalty in time of droug-ht. If the 
farmers cannot meet their ordinary pay
ments, how ~'l!l they meet a 10 per cent. 
penalty in addition? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I know 
of a case where a person wanted to invest 
£1,000 in business and wanted a remission 
of his rent. 

Mr. CORSER: It is all right for the 
Minister speaking from a jam-tin in the 
Domain to say that to his supporters. but 
that wonld not do in the countr'' districts. 
The Government never take any "interest in 
the col,)ntry districts. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! If the hon. 
gentleman does not g-et hack to the amend
ment, I shall ask him to resume his seat. 

Mr. CORSER: I am nearly fini•hed. and 
I do not want to fall foul of the Chair 
as I am finishing. because· I want to sit 
down in peace. I sincerely hope that the 
Minister will accept the amendment and 
a11~w the sett.lers. an opportunity of meeting 
the1r own obhg-atJons without asking them to 
meet the obligations of their neighbours who 
fail. 

~r. DEACON (0unninghrrm): I hope the 
Mm1ster Will accPpt this amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pr:BLIC LANDS : I was 
thinking abont accepting it, but I won't 
llOW. 

Mr. DEACO:\f: If the Minister will accept 
it I will apologise for ~landing up. 

The SErRET.lRY FOR PeBLIC LANDS : It 1s 
certainly due of yon. 

Mr. DE.\ COl'\: The ::>t1inistor seemed so 
hard and positive that I rose to try and per
snade him. It is in the interests of the 
public to protect two men against another 
n1an who rnay leave tho group. lt may so 
hr. pp en that two or oven four selectors may 
le.r.ve the group. Supposing three of the 
grou]J selectDrs lc.ft the group, and only one 
remawed, tho responsibilities that the 
remaining selector would have to assume 
under the Bill would break him. and to paSB 
a clause which would have that' effect would 
not be in the public interests. \Ve are not 
digging up old bogies. It seems to me that 
the Mini::;tcr has been ba~ing his experience 
on pastoral holdings; but the conditions 
ait.achinr- to the-m m;e altogether different to 
those which govc>rn a 160-ocre block. The 
people who take up a 160-acre block are not 
nearly so financinl a!" n, rnle as the men 
who tnke ;m large paetoral holdings. I am 
sure thot, the recorr!s of the denrtrtment will 
sho~J· tlHd- ihic; ronrlitinn is nn1r.h more likelv 
to briPg lYarlehip to this class of settlPr thai'I 
to the lnrcte pa,toral ]p-oee. The Minister 
may wi'h latPr on that hc- had cut the power 
out of the Act. 

Amendment (Jfr. 1lloorc) negatived. 

Mr. DE '-CO::"J ((!ur,.1inghrrm): I move the 
ins0rtion aft0r the wor·d •• aforesaid," in line 
56, of th" following:-

"Provided thqt in case where a selector 
who is liable for repayment as afore· 
said has ddnult~d in respect of any 
nortion of such repayment, and has for
feited or surrendered his holding, and 
in comequ<'Joec of such default increased 
payments have been made by other 
sclcc·tors jointly liable for such repay
ment unr\cr the foregoing provision, such 
Increased payments shall, upon reselec-

tion of such holding, be refnnded by the 
Minister to the persons concerned. and 
the amount so refunded may be charged 
by the Minister to the incoming eelector, 
and for this purpose the provisions of 
section 12 hereof sha 11 apply." 

'!'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Wbon 
woe reach clause 12 I propose to move an 
amendment in order to bring it into con· 
formity with clauses 9 and 10 to include 
groups. 

Mr. DEACON: On that understanding I 
will not move my amendment. 

Clause 10, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 11-" Securities "-put and passed. 
Clause 12-" Protection of Jfinistrr in case 

of forfeiture, etc., of selection /or tohich 
u•ater facility provided"- . 

The SEC HET ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) : I move the 
mnission, on line 19, of the word " eight,,,. 
with ,a view to inserting the word "nine." 

Amendment agreed to. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLTC LANDS: 
I move the omi~sion, on line 20. of the word 
~' nine." with a view to inserting the word 
"ten." 

Amendment agreed to. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): The clause 
now does not altogether provide that the 
incoming ;;~lector >hall have the money 
refunded. Will the Minister move a further 
amendment to provide for that? 

'The SECRETARY FOR Pnm.IC LANDS: The 
money will not be charged to the existing 
sdectors. There is no foundation for a lot 
of these tnisgivings. 

Mr. DEACON: So long as the hon. gentle
rr,an thinks it is covered, it is all right. 

Clause 12, as amended, pnt and passed. 
Clauses 13 to 17, hoth inclusive, put and 

passed. 
Clause 18-" State Advrmces Corporc1tion 

may ?nana(JP loan business"-

Mr. CORSF.R (Burnctt): I would like to 
have some information on this clause. I 
understand no fund has been creat0d under 
the Bill or money placPd to the crr>dit of i he 
Mini>ter for loan purposes. Does this 
manap;omcnt only operate for that, or only 
for the water facilities? 

The SECREl'ARY FOR PuBLIC L~NDS: It may, 
and it mav not onerate at all. The clause 
only says ',·,The Minister may arrange." At 
present I .arn not arranging. 

Mr. CORSER: At nrcsont YOU do not 
think it necessary to arrange that? 

The 8ECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I want 
to see how the new Act worb. 

i\fr. \ORSER: Is the provision put thero 
mcrelv in connection with the water facilitv 
prDvi~lons? ~ 

'The SECHE'TARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 'That i:l 
all. 

Mr. \ORSER: Tlwre is no money appro
rriatcd for grnpral loan nnrnoQ(lf:, fl:;j is 
th0 0asc in the Palrnerston Land Settlement 
Bill? 

Tho SECRET \RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack. Cairns) : No: but 
£50 000 has been put on the B'timatos. 
That will he paid into this fnnrl. From 
that fund the \ommissioner of Irrig-ation 
will proceed with the work. The idea is 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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that it may be found better to have the 
operations conductc.d by the officers of the 
State Advance' Corporation, as they will be 
working in that arc•a after the facilities arc 
established. \Ve are now using this fund to 
put down the bores in that area and provide 
the water facilities for the selector. It will 
be under the control of the Commissioner of 
Irrigation. His officers >Yill carry out the 
'' ork, and, where possible, ,,.o intend to 
conduct the work with the selectors them
•dves under the control of the Commissioner. 
We shall thus be able to give them some 
work in constructing their O\Vn water facili
ties. They will be engaged on wages in that 
wcrk. The idea is to run it solely und•r the 
supervision of the Lands Department, and 
w0 sha 1l have none of the delays that occur 
in making arr;m~·emcnts with the State 
Advances Corporation. We have the money 
there for providing facilities, -anrl we are 
going on with the work. The money will 
be pai-d by the Departmont of Public Lands 
under the authoritv of the Minister. There 
is n~ obli)l;ation o,; the :!Ylini~tcr excopt thot 
he will have to sec >vhat facilities the 
se1cctor prdors. Ono selector may prder a 
dam in preference to a bore. Different 
clos,E"l of country may r<'quire different 
classes of facilities. The id,,a is to obviato 
thme delays which are inseparable ham 
banking. We want to get the work done 
quickly to ennhle the selerior to get stock 
on the land. The hon. mPmher need not be 
afrai-d that I will allow the State Advances 
Corporation to n1anagA or mismanage the 
work. as tho case may be. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clauses 19 to 23, hot:h inclusive and the 
s<!hedule, put and pasJed. 

'l'he Hou~e resumed 
The CHAIRMAN reported the Bill with 

a~nendment:;. 

'l'he third reading d th" Bill was malit· an 
Order of the Day for \VC>clnesday, 19th Sop
h:mber. 

RAILWAYS ACT AME'.;D2v1ENT BILL. 

l!;r·rrATION m CmDn1TEE. 

(}!fr. Pease, Ht rbcrt, 1'um.porary Chairman, 
in tlu: clui1;.) 

The SECRETARY FOR HAILvYAYS 
(Hon. J. Larrombe, KcpJd): l beg- to m·,n

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend the Hailways Ad of 
1914 in certain particulars." 

The Bill -does not introclHce anv new or 
important principles. It rectifies certnin 
anomalie, in the existing Act. One principle, 
or an extension of an exl!'.-ti!lg pri1~eipk, th:tt 
l!w Bill deals with is to ,,nablo employees tu 
appcaJ in the en.se of prornotions in the 
respe~tive tiivisions of 1l1r> Sirrtc, and to 
o~tablish the right of intcr-diYisionnl apre·Ils 
wbich at ~.[v~ present tin1l~ dues ncd· ex:st. Tho 
lllcsent Act does not lay down <Yhich court 
shall hear an intor-di visional appeal in the 
case of an appeal being desire-d, nor is there 
any machinery provided. This is really at 
Yariance with the sp1rit of the measure that 
'vas passed some ycar3 ago \Vhcn it was 
thought that the right of intcr-divi-ional 
appeals was r·:•sorvBd to employees in the case 
of promotions. 

Another provision in ~he BiJ1 i.s to enable 
•·mployees to have >.'oprEscntation upon the 
Inquiry Board \vhcn n. chrnge is laid agt<.inst 

[Hon. W. jJfcCormaclc. 

r.n employee. That is a 'i:nple ad o[ justice 
that I am certain has Lfw appro\ eel of n'cm
bcrs of the Committee. 

The Bill further ,·cmo-,•cs certain minor 
anomalies which exist in the p:·~seJ.t Act. 
l'ro'\:ision i3 ma.de for cijrcct rcprc,,ent:·.t:ion 
for clerical workers. At the P'''' ... f!nt time in 
t<,e case of appeals, cleriea 1 workcl's may be 
represented by a manual ··'~ orl.;:pr~;-"t '.\·orker 
who i~ not closely in to11ch with their par
titular calling. C6nsequcntly. it h;•-:i L(~~n 
tic·cided t.o extend the 'C•lJl"' ,,[ lh~ appo1! pro
vision of t.he Railwayo Ad 'Lild to enable 
clt~rical workers to ha vo a t:pccial reprcsPnta
til·e on the Appeal Board. 

There is Yery little else that I desire to 
state at this st~ge. Thi" brief out:in" eovers 
thP chief provisions in rlw Dill. and I now 
ask the Com1nittoe to cordinn its in1TcJJurtion. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Tl'ind.wr): 'l'h<' S crctary 
fo1 Raihvays did not giYe n--: Yer.v ruuch 
information in regard to lho con-titutiol! of 
tLe proposed hom·d. I '.'could like 1o know 
if it is proposed to h:~Yc an i dependent 
chairrnan outaidc of the H!tihYay I>q•.trtlnent 
as chairman of these y arious boa ~·d-s? 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: X et neces
sarily. It is a Dcpartmcnt·al Inquiry Board. 
Provision is r.lrcadv Juad~: iJJ the Bill to 
extend the cu,;tom that now Pxi•ts; all that 
is ir.tcnc.lcd i3 that, \vhcll cn1ployecs are 
charged: or in ca::>e of inquiry into an acci
dent in which omplo., cos arc iLt<'rcetcd, an 
e•nplo)·ccs' rC'prosentative shall be a nwmber 
of the Board of Inquiry. Such is not the 
case to-day. 

QuLstion flllt and passed. 
The House rc·;;un1EH1. 
The TEMPORARY CHAIR11AN reported that the 

C(;mmittec had co1ne to a resolution. 
The. resolution was agrl'ed to. 

FIRST REAJJJKG. 

The SECRETAHY FOH 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K.:;,pcl) 
Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill be' now 
time." 

Question ;.ut and passed. 

RAILWAYS 
prccentocl the 

road a first 

Tlw second reading of the :Bill was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACTS 
AMENDMEJ'\T BILL. 

SECOND READilW. 

The S'F:CRETAHY FOR PUBLIC WOHKS 
11-lon. IV. Forgan Smith, J1ac1clif) : The 
object of this measure is to bring within 
the scope of tiJo "\et variou~ measuring 
devices such a, ha vc come into general use 
smcc th2 passage of the ]at Act in 1912. 
A number of weighing and purnping 1nachines 
arc now in general use throughollt the State 
of Queensland--they are g-c orally s'tuated 
on the pa yement ouLidc motor g-arages and 
clsowherc-and it is neco'oary, for the pro
tection of the public, that our inspectors 
should have an opportunity of testing these 
mac·hincs anrl seeing that the:· are up to the 
standard. A number of other rlcYices of a 
similar charact<2r are in use in ind1Jst.ries, 
ar-d it is the purpose of this measure to bring 
all kinds of machinery of that kind within 
the ~cope of the Act. 

Another point I wish to draw attention to 
is in connection with the right to increase the 
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scale of fees. The hon. member for vVynnuin, 
.at the introductory stages of this measure, 
sug-ge,tcd that this was a mere device to 
collect increa,cd revenue. Such is not the 
crtse. although it is well worth bearing in 
mind that where a service is performed the 
people for whom that service is performed 
l:aYe a duty to pay for it. At the present 
t1me there arc various Acts on the statute
book of a similar ·character to this, such as 
:the Im'>ection of Machinery and Scaffolding 
Act, under which fees arc charged for inspec
tion and for a Ct'rtificatc ccrtifving that 
things are in conformity \Yiih the ~1\ct. The 
inspectors under the \Yeights and Measures 
Act have the right to charge certain fees, but 
these fees arc not payable in case' whore the 
weighing machine is not pa,scd as smtable. 
Consequently, when vou bear in mind that in 
certain locai authority areas the weights and 
measure, inspector is paid on the basis of 
the amount he collects in fees, there might 
be a temptation to secure better returns by 
pa5Smg machmco that otherwise would not 
be classed as satisfactory. It is proposed 
under this measure to apply similar con
d;tions to those in force under the Inspection 
uf .Machin ·ry ''"'1 Sc·;>ffolding Act-that is, 
where an inpoe:ior has been made and the 
weighing machine is found to be faulty, the 
Inspector c1thcr condc1nns the Inachino .or 
instructs the owner what adjustments are 
required and collects fees for the department. 
When it is borne in mind that those fees 
were fixed in 1912. and that since then the 
rate of remuneration tD inspectors and the 
·cost of travdlin" and away-from-home allow
anC'o3 have inci·oa':'ed ve;v cons1derablv it 
is to be expected that fees that were cciuit
able then may not be so now. It is the 
inten' 1011 of thr. department to go into the 
·questi<m wry fully, and, if increased fees 
are found to be necessary, those increased 
fees will be levied. It may not, however, be 
ncce<;;;sary to tnCTC'a ·~c the fC'cs jn conscquenef' 
of the amendments that I have suggested. 
Last year t lw n·ve:'ue from this "m reo was 
£2.794 6s. 4d. and the expenditure was 
:£3,603 14s., so thaf it will be seen that there 
is a loss in this connection. 

Mr. T>\YLOR: Does that include the revenue 
received by local authorities? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
No; I am referring to the revenue received 
by the Government. As a matter of fact. 
the local authorities haYe six impeders and 
the Government have appointed eight. Under 
the Act the GoYcrnment may appoio;t inspec
tors to control the whole business of certain 
a~ea';: An inspC'::tor is appointed for a given 
d1·tnct. end 1t 1s the duty of that inspector 
-to do all the work pertaining to the Act in 
that district, or the Minister may call upon 
the local au·hority or a number of local 
authorities jointly to form a district and 
appoint an inspector who will carry out 
inspect_ions under the Ad, having ail the 
authonty of an inspector appointed under 
th" Ar'. As I have mentioned there aro 
eight Govemnwnt inspectors and' six inspec
tors controlh'd bv the local authorities. \Ve 
arc not making any cha,ge so far as that is 
aonccrncd. because the Act itsrlf is suffi
raiently cla tic to permit of 1he Government 
Join!:( a.ll they think necessary for the suc
cessful admini3tration of the Act. 

. :Mr. T.HLOR: Does the revenue you receive 
1-nclude the revenue received by local 
authoriti cs? · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
\Ve only r"eceivo a very small sum indeed 
from the local a.uthoritics. The amount we 
received !as• vear from the local authorities 
was only £32 7s. 8d., so that our receipts 
from that source are very small. 

A further point in connection with the 
Bill is in connection with the appointment 
of a Chief Inspector. In the past this Aci 
has been administered by the Treasury 
Department, the Under Secretary to the 
Treasurer being designated Chief Inspector 
for the purposes of the Act. A few weeks 
ago the administrafion of this Act was trans
ferred to the Department of Public Works, 
and I propose to attach it to the Machinery 
Deprtrtment, making the Chief Inspector of 
Machinery also Chief Inspector for \Veights 
and l\1casuros. I think 'hat is a wise course 
tu pursue. because it must be admitted that 
mechanical skill an~l knowledge are required 
in connection with the inspection of weighing 
machines and devices of that kind. The 
Chief Inspector of Machinery and the mem
bers of his staff are all skilled engineers, ·and 
naturally thev arc the men who arc best 
qualified to -administer the Weights and 
::\1easures _\et. 1t is because of these things 
that I intend to attach the administration of 
th0 \Yeights and Measures Act to the 
::V1achincry Department, appoi' ting Mr. 
Henderson Chief Inspoctor of \\'eights and 
Measnrcs in addition to the position he now 
holds. I do not think thore is anything 
further in the Bill that requires explanation. 
It is only a short measure containi:Jg the 
amendments I have referred to, and I content 
myself with formally moving-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
tin1e." 

Mr. \VALKER: Do vou control all Govern.-
n1ent sr-ales? ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Yes. 

Mr. TAYLOR (lVin<lsor): I would like a 
little further information from the Minister 
as to the relationship between his department 
and the local authorities. In answer to a 
question just now he shted that the Govern
ment rccoi ved only £32 7s. Bel. in fees from 
the local authorities. I understand that the 
local authorities in th<' metropolitan area 
collect a ver.-.. considerable sum in the way of 
fees under th• \¥eights and Mca,nres Act 
for sc::oing that all weir,hing machines are 
wmking· correctly. The ::\!Iinistcr told us that 
the total rcYenue received bv the Government 
from this source was £2.794 6s. 4d., and I 
would like to know whether that reYcnue is 
received from direct <'hargcs mad(' by the 
inspectors under the Weights and Measures 
Act in various parts of the State where local 
authorities do not opcrCJte? The fees at 
present paid in -the metropolitan area are 
fairly heavy. I think that before any increase 
is mode for the inspection of weights and 
m< "l'ures \Ye ought to know whether the local 
authorities which are operating are making 
anything out of the inspection or not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Take 
\Varwick, for example, where thev have a 
locn 1 authority inspector. The rcceints were 
£198 14s. 6d , and the expenditure £242 Ss. 4d. 

Mr. TA YLOR : Ha ye you the figures for 
the Brisbane area? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: In 
the Brisbane district the receipts were £563 
7s. 6d., and the expenditure £399 19s. 10d., 

Mr. Taulor.l 
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and in South Brisbane district £478 12~. 6d. 
and £420 16s. 4d., respectively. Both South 
Brisbane and Brisbane have represented to 
the department the inadequacy of the fees 
to do the work properly and effectively. You 
can see from those figures that the inspection 
is costly. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The measure seems all 
right, but I think it would be a good thing 
if it was eithe1· under the control of the 
Government or of the local authorities. I do 
not think it is a good idea to have a dual 
authority, and the appointment of Mr. Hen
derson as Chief Inspector in connection with 
this measure is probably the best thing. We 
know that a certain amount of skill and know
ledge of a mechanical character is necessary 
on the part of those who have to cany out 
the work. Probably, in the past that know
ledge has not been posseosed by some of the 
inspectors who have carried out the work. 
I am not saying anything derogatory to the 
men who have been acting in that capacity, 
but this is a special kind of work. There is 
a remarkable thing about weights. I under
take to say that, if you weighed a load of 
produce or goods of any kind on half a dozen 
weighbri-dges in the city, you would get half 
a rlozen different weights, although all tho 
weighbridges may have been tested within 
a week or ten d;tys of the time of the weigh
ing being carried out. That is one of the 
troubles we have to contend with. It seems 
to be always the case in regard to weighing 
machines, especially those weighing heavy 
loads. I do not like the idea of this con
tinual increase of charges, although, as the 
Minister pointed out, the present fe~s were 
fixcrl in 1912. I am very glad to see that 
under the measure there is going to be an 
inspection of the noggins with which whisky 
is measured out. Several people have com
plained to me about the size of these noggins. 
It would be well if the Govemment would do 
something to sec that fair measure is given. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBL;c LANDS: Did vou 
ever spe the hole in the bottom of the ghtss? 
(Laughter). 

Mr. TAYLOR: I have seen the hole at 
the top. If the Bill will make any improve
ment in regard to weights and measures, it 
will have no opposition from this side of the 
Chamber. All we want is to see that the Act 
is fairly administered, and we accept the 
Minister's assurance that the charges Vl"hich 
are going to be 1nadc for inspection, will not 
be excessive, and that inspection will be made 
regularly throughout the State. 

HoN. W. H. B'AR~ES (TVynnum): I had 
something to say on the introduction of this 
measure, and I would like, to some extent, 
to repeat what I said on that occasion. 
Knowing Mr. Hendo1·son as I do-I had the 
pleasure of being associated with him when 
Minister in thal department--I feel perfectly 
sure that he will carry out thE" duties in a 
way entirely satisfactory to the department. 
Mr. Henderson is a capable and excellent 
officer who thoroughly understands his work. 

The JYI;nistcr ma.do reference to the fees 
charged for inspection, which he supple
mented by interjection during the speech 
of the lcadnr of the Op'[Josition, but he failed 
to tell us that the loc;:,] authorities them
Sf~lvcs VE'ry largely haYe to 1nake payment 
h,· the duties which arc performed by men 
in their own area. I suppose that the great 
bulk of the work. ~xcept in isoiated cases, is 
done by local authonty officers and not by 

[ill r. Taylor. 

the Government. I want to strike the note· 
which I struck previously-that two thing& 
are happening this 'ession, one of which is 
that nearly every Bill which is introduced is 
of a small tinkering nature There are 
really no " innards " in them, if I may use 
a vul1;·arism. A good deal is paddim;. which 
is introduced with the object of filling up 
time, and there is nothing which the country 
JS asking for at this juncture. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: The
ccuntry de.c.ires to see true weights and 
rnoasuros. 

Ho:-;. W. H. BAR!'-.JES: And every hon. 
member desires it, too; but they want some
thing more than that; they are crying out 
for something which indicates originality and 
thought in connection with tbe affairs of the 
State. The other thing which is happening 
is this, that I fear any action of the Govern
ment in the direction of raising fees. If I 
started to point <>ut how charges have been 
raised since their occupancy of office, you, 
Mr. Speaker, would probably pull m& up· 
very promptly, but c\·ery action of the 
Government has gone in the direction of 
seeing how much more they can squeeze 
out of the pockets of the people. It has 
either bPen by some little thing or some 
larger thing; just now possibly, in view of 
th<> fact that loans are maturing, they are 
keeping to little things, and do not want to· 
irritate with bigger things. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: It 
seen1s to be very easy to irritate you. 

HoN. W. H. BARc-;ES: My experience is 
that, when they "ay they are not going to 
raise very much revenue, they are going to 
raise a gr<>at deal. I fear very much any 
act ion which they take in that regard. I 
shall not be surprised, when the regulations 
comp out, if they indicate the same old thing 
again-a desire to got at the pockets of the 
pc·ople and to supplement the consolidated 
revenue ·so that the Government may spend 
the money in some of the wild ventures for 
which they have been so conspicuous while 
they have been in office. That seems to me 
to have been the policy of the Government. 

The St:CRETARY FOR PuBLJC ·woRKS: You 
take a very distorted view of the situation. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: 'l'he hon. gentle
man is in the habit of taking a. distorted 
view, and he naturally thinks that, when 
men seck to get at the " innards " of some
thing, they arf> doing the same. But this 
side are out With the Minister to see that 
justice is done with regard to weights and 
measures. Vlf e are not here to advocate that 
anybody who is doing a dishonest thing 
should be protected. ·we say by all means 
let the dishon8st man b" run to earth, but 
we claim that, when domg it, the Govern
ment should not penalise, as they have done 
in the past. pretty well every person in the 
community, and indirectly get every time at 
the worker whose friend they profess to be. 

Mr. COLLINS: vVe took off your poll tax. 
Mr. MOORE (Aubirrny): I would like to 

point out the discrepancy which exists 
b0twcen \'n:ighbridgcs in thG country and 
those in Brisbane, which are a continual 
source of annoyance. 

Mr. I'ETERSON : Jt IS the same in the 
Central district. 

Mr. MOO RE: It applies all over Quecns
la:Jd. If weights and measures are all under 
the same authority, it seems to be a remark
ably inefficient one. I have had experience-
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·•of produce sent down to Brisbane, which is 
weighed at the country end. I do not know 
where the discrepancy occurs, but I know 
that the weight differs when it comes down 
to Brisbane, so much so that you cannot get 
the purchasers to accept the weights of the 
weighbridges in the country, nor can you get 
1 he producers in the country to accept the 
weights in Brisbane. Surely we have a 
<C·orrect set of master weights and measures, 
and it should be possible for people to rely 
-on the weighbridges sufficiently to purchase 
their produce on the weights they record. 
and it should not be necessary to reweigh. 

J'dr. DUNSTAX : They should be correct. 

Mr. MOORE: They should be corrected. 
because the present condition of things is 
<'ausing endless disputes amo,Jg the pro· 
ducors. It has been suggested that the 
discrepancies may be due to faulty packages. 
but the cases I am referring to cannot be 
explained in that way because they refer to 
cheese, and the quo·.tion of faulty packages 
does not enter into the matter. I havo noticed 
a most extraordinary thing-that cheese which 
is weighed at the factory and is weighed 
again at I pBwich and reg;isters the same weight 
as before has neve-rtheless shrunk by about 
half a pound in a ten-pound cheese by the 
time it gots to Brisbane. It seems to me 
that the discrepancy must be in the scales, 
and not. as the Minister likes to suggest, 
that it has dwindled because people handle 
~ t. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .WORKS: "Who 
'aid that? 

Mr. MOO RE: The Minister did not say it, 
but that will be the suggestion. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: You 
t>tke tho responsibility for your own asser· 
tions. t 

Mr. MOORE : The point I want to make 
is the difference in the weights, because I 
have come here and seen them checked, and 
the discrepancy seems to occur always in that 
particular way. 

There is another thing on which I would 
like to get some information, that is as to 
the amount collected by the local authoritie·~. 
Doe< it go to the Treasury to pay the Chief 
Inspector, or does it go to the local authori
ties? It is rather strange in any case th~t 
the Government should show a loss on their 
operations and the local authorities a profit. 
According to the ·report for 1922-23, the 
revenue under Government administration 
was £2.794 6s. 4d. and the expenditure 
£3.603 14s. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: This 
year we shall not require so much. 

Mr. MOORE: I find that under the 
administration of the Act by the local 
authorities the receipts and expenditure, 
according to reports fo·r the year 1922, were-

District. 

(1} Brisbane .. 
(2) South Brisbane 
(3) Toowoomb>t 
(4) Worwick , . , . 
(5) Wynnum (Town) .. 
(6) Hinchinbrook (Shire) 

Recein~s I EX!Jenditn ·e from Fees. 1 · 

-··-~----- -------~-~ 

£ 8. d. 
563 7 6 
478 12 6 

198 14 6 

£ 8, d, 
309 Hl 10 
420 16 4 

242 8 4 

Hon. members will see that no information 

is furnished by local authorities such as 
Toowoomba, \Vynnum, and Hinchinbrook. It 
sooms rather an extraordinary state of affairs 
tl1at we should have a weights and measures 
administration bv local authorities in certain 
districts but no "information whatever about 
it. The reports also contain certain corn· 
mcnts, which seem to indicate that the whole 
thing is administered in rather a lax way--

" 1. No charge is taken into account 
for rent, light, clerical labour, super
vision or other incidental costs. The in· 
spector calls attention to the inadequacy 
of the fees. 

" 2. Receipts include expenses recovered 
from component local authorities (£32 
7s. Se!,). 

" 3. Information not furnished. 
" 4. ~l. sum of £5 was collected by the 

vVeights and Measures Board from each 
local authority in this district (total 
£45). The amount is not included in the 
receipts from fees. 

" 5. Information not furnished. 
"6. Information not furnished," 

It £eems drangc that the report for Brisbane 
should call attention to the inadequacy of 
1hL' fees when thev collect £164 more than 
they spend. Appa~·ently the comments refer 
to the local authorities because they are 
numbered 1, 2, 3, and so on, as in the 
case of the list of local authorities above. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must 
not go into details. 

Mr. MOORE : This is a Bill on which 
details are rather important, and I want 
to find out the position in which we stand. 
I thought that we should have had wme 
nport which would give us more informa
tion. W c do not got any information as to 
the jurisdiction of ! he Chief Inspector and 
his assistants, which districts are aCiminis
tcred by local authorities and which by the 
department itself, se> that it is rather cliffi. 
cult for us to decide whether it is necessary 
to in<'rcase the fees and give practically carte 
bianche to the Minist.'!r to tix thorn. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl;BLTC WoRKS: It 
would be out of order to give full informa· 
tion on this BilL That is a ·matter for the 
Er,timatcs. I can only speak of the principles 
in the Bill. 

Mr. MOORE : The Bill contains a most 
important feature, that is, it wipes out the 
schedule to the existing Act which fixes the 
fees to be charged for the inspPctions and 
leaves them entirely to regulation after
wards, so that people will have no idea what 
they aro going to be. We find from the 
figures which I have quoted that in some 
cases there is a profit and in others there 
is a loss. and I think the Minister would 
be entirely in order in giving us all the 
information wbich would help us to under
stand the necessitv for the measure. 'l'hc• 
whole thing seems to be rather laxly adminis
tered, if we do not know how it operates 
and what the conditions are. \\'hen we have 
a Bill like this before us. we ought to know 
hm\· the Act is working, becausp it mi<rht be 
necessary to insert a number of amendments 
to make the administration satisfactory in 
the future. We want a system under \vhich 
the weights at the point of departure will 
be the same as those where the g-oods are 
>;eceivecl, and in which the fees will not be 
harassing to indiYiduals who have had their 
scales tested. The Minister said that, If 

klr. Moore.] 
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scales were teotcd and fonnd to be faNlty, 
there was no shargc, but he went on to say 
that the owner had to make them right, and, 
of course, he has to bear the cost of that, 
so that there ran be nothing in the argu
ment that some of tho \i ark is done for 
nothing. l do not approve of the principle 
of wiping out a fixed scale of fees and of 
leaving tho matter entirely to regulation. 
Such regulations might come into fmce 
months Lefvrc thoy can be laid on th•· table 
oF the House, and wo do nnt want to hua•s 
traders or anybody else. IV c want a fairly 
hdJniuistC'rcO Act, nnd, 'vhon vYc find th~t 
in Ct_•t'tain di.strirts thoro is a profit and rn 
oth~rs a loss, then, in•.tead of raising tlw 
foes all round they f!hould be so eqn~t.!iscd 
that thn rnm1bcr of Inspectors \V:_: have 
alrr~ady l>iil bo able to carry 011 v.·ith the 
fees ;,!r"ndy contriLuted by the P~"!Ol<• \iho 
use their services. 

I am glad to sec, for one thing, that l?etrol 
pumps tHe going to come under t.·fficwnt 
Sllpcrvision. I hanl often been inclined to 
believe that manv c:,f them sell American 
gallons instr;ad o( Imperial g:illons, as they 
arc suppo~c•d to do, but vYe ha.vc no way of 
checking them. It will be a !:(ood thi11g for 
tfio inspectors to ascertain -whether they con
form to the standard under "hid·. we buy 
petrol in Queensland, and, if not, the people 
should l<xow <exactly what th0y ore paylllg 
for. I would like to ha,·e fuller information 
from th0 ~.iinister as to the opt.•rations of the 
Bill. lirnv-en'r. \VC n1ay get the inforrrwtion 
m the Committee. 

Mr. l\LORGA~ (Jfurilla): It appears to 
me that thc•ro is very little use bciuging in 
amcndiiJg· .Bills \Yhen we know that principal 
Acts atready in opPra tio:n are not being 

administered in tho way that they 
[8.30 p.m.J sho.tld be administered. For 

many years the pub:ic, not only 
in Brisbane but all on•r Queensland, have 
been rob'Je·d by unscrupulous traders h.T means 
of hult,) w·cights and nieamres. Th-rc seems 
to be no one to check the robbery that is 
perpl'trated by those who are out to fleece 
the public. \Ve haYe a Government in powl'r 
who aro supposed to look after the interests 
of the people, more especially the working 
class; yet the working class are boi11g robbed 
daily under the very nose of the men who 
are supposed to look after their intere,ts. 
The Minister will toll us that it is owing to 
expense that a sufficient number of inspectors 
are not put on. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS : I never 
said anything of the kir,d. If the hon. gentle
man's friends are cheating the public they 
wi:l be dealt with. 

Mr. MORGA~: Thoro arc not safficiont 
inspectors to find out wh thcr the pub:ic are 
being cheated or r:ot. T" esc traders know 
that they only run one risk in a thousand of 
being di covered, because the Government 
have not " sufficient number oi in pcctors to 
carry out tho provisions of the Act. 

The SECllETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: \Vhat 
does the Act provide? 

Mr. MORGA.N: There are many depart
ments that are overstaffed, and it might be 
possible to haYe a reduction in the staffs of 
th"se de•1artments. and appoint more inspec
tors under this Bill for a certain period in 
ordr;r to protect the public. In and around 
Brisbane there h>Ls boon a certain amount of 
vigilance, but in the country d:stricts the 
tradurs can do just as they like with the 

[Mr. ,1Joore. 

general public, and there is nothing done to 
protect the people. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: I do not 
think you know what is in the principal Act. 

Mr. MORGAN: I know as much about it 
as _van do. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: I do not 
not think you do. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

l\Lr. M ORGAN: I know just as much as yoru 
do. Although you aspire to the position of 
l'romior, that does not say that you have all 
the brains of the Government. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem
ber is not in order in adressing another hon. 
member directly. I ask him to addre,,s the 
Chair. 

l\h. M ORGAN: I intend to do so. I 
thought you were calling the Minister to· 
order. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Thn hon. gentle
man was not addrc,,sing the Chair. Ho is not 
in or·der in not addressing the Chair. 

Mr. MOH.GAN: I apologise for disobeying 
your 01 der. I thought you wore calling the 
Minister to order and not myself. I did not 
know that I was offending when the Minister 
created the di,turbancc. 

Tho SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. MORGAN: I hope that an endeavour 
will be made to protect the public. not only 
in Bri,bane, but throughout Queensland. 
Unfortunately, there arc many un;crupulous. 
traders in this State. I am glad that the 
Bill is to be applied to petrol pumps. I hope 
the GoYcrnment will endeavour to find out 
whether petrol tins and kerosene tins contain 
the stipulated'amount of petrol or kerosene. 
\'V c know that the tins arc becoming smaller
year by year. If it is sa'd that they contain 
4 gallons, then they should contain 4 gallons. 

1~r liARTLEY: A~:·d the pinto of beer have 
bct;n getting ~rnallcr, too. (Laughter.) 

Mr. :\IOHGAN: If the hon. g~ntkP<:tn 
\i as lo-oking after the \vorking- eta.s~, n nd 
doi1~g hi~ <luty, he would see tha~t I h.=- '\Y~)fker 
gor an irnperial pint of beer, beca.tlsj~ he is 
entitled to it. Ho should not be calhd upon 
to ]Jay for what is alleged to be a pint of 
iwcr \Vlwn it is----

Mr. Knso: Half froth 

:\~r. MORGA~: I v, cmt to sec the worker 
get full value for his money. 

Mr. H.\R"'"LEY: I do not think it would be 
a goo.cl thing for them to get an irnporial 
pint of beer. 

Mr. MOHGA~: There arc manv hon. 
mcrn!wrs onnosite ·who sav that bcc~r is a 
lWrcssity. They say it is a fo0d, and not '1 

lu:cury, and that the worker is entitled to 

b, rr so thot he can do his work. If it is a 
!nod. ho has a right to an impe>rial nint of 
b0cr in the san1o \Yav as he has a right to 
de'nand a proper po;md of steak froln the 
!J'<tchcr. anrl the full \Ycig-ht in a loaf of 
koad from the baker. We find thot it is not 
the rich man, but the poor man, who i~ 
g.'ncnlly fleeced. I would liko to see thi3 
Bil: nrriod into effect, eo that the worker 
c1n get the full value for the money that 
he spends 

Mr. G. P. B,\R~ES (Wnrwirk): I am 
sure th o t this Bill will mod with general 
fatisfaction at the hands of the pnblic. The 
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Minister has not divulged all that might 
have been divulged in connection with the 
Bill. He has given no inclication as to what 
the fees aro likely to bo. Knowing as I do 
that instruments both for weighing and 
measuring· arc likely to be hlrgcly on the 
increa'e in the futuro. it is only fair that 
the House should be onlig·htcncd as to what 
the fees arc likely to be. Bearing on that 
particular point, only io-day I was informed 
of ono firm who intend introducing thirty 
n1N1suring machinc8 into their e".tabli~h~ncnt. 
The fee-s that may be charged in connection 
':vith \Ycig-ht.s and rncasurLs n1ay form no 
small item, and it is only right that there 
should be some indication frmn the Minister 
.as to whn t the charges arc likely to be. 
Dealing generally -,ith the work carrie-d out 
by the; dcpart:nent. I cannot disagree with 
or reaffirm the statement maclo by the hon. 
member fm Murilla. but. so far as I am 
aware, the dop,ntment have been fairly 
ir.·~istcnt in currying out the work. I am 
speaking of rny own personal knowledge of 
the work carried out by tho -department in 
the elcctorc.te \\hich I represent. I know 
that the work there is carried out fairly 
faithfully. I am aho sure that tra-ders, in 
order to be fortified with thfLt degree of 
snti-sfaction without 'Yhirh no one ran carry 
on bmincss >vith any -degree of self-respect 
and self as.suranco, '' e1corrH~ the n1anner in 
,.-hich the work is bPinrr carried out in tho 
·warwick district. \Vithout making an:-· \\-ild 
and broad st•tl'n!ents a;:; to dishoncstv or cor
ruption, I think that tra-ders are oui as a 
whole to do the fair thing. I welcome tho 
moasurc, bnt nt. the sarn0 ti1nc I agree 'vith 
other hon. !flcmbcrs on this side that we aro 
entitled to kt·ow what the fees arc likely to 
be. H h·1s been demonstrated again and 
again th~t no rnattor ,Yhnt Act you take up 
-I ha.-o in mind th0 Stamp Act and the 
charge' m"ric lw the department under that 
Act which have become t'xhcmeh· hurdcn
oonie to ih0 ]Wo:1lo-it acc0ntuate~ the feel
ing thnt ~ ·IU have "·h0n ascertaining wh8t 
arc the i1 tcni ion~ of tho Goycrnmcnt regard
ing a mo:t-m·c of this kind. Perhaps the 
Minister yet sec his way to enlighten 
hon. on the IWl ttcr of foes before 
the Rill lY'~~r~ it~ eecond r01ding stgge. 

Mr. T<::DWARDS (Tanonoo): This is a 
very i~nporta· t 1nnttcr so far as the business 
of the St-Jtc is eonccrncd. I was rather 
pleased to hear the re'11arks of the Minister 
ii> reference to the weighbridges at the rail
way stations and to learn that they are going 
to receive greater attention and will be 
better dealt with in the futuro than in the 
past. There has boon something rrrdically 
wrong ;., co'lncdion with the weighing of 
produce in the past. I do not know who is 
responciblc for it. I know that in instances 
it has been absolntcly impossible to got the 
\Voig-hbridgcs at the country" raihvay stations 
and in the clt,v to ag-ree. No onp can under
stand the trouble that this causes tD settlers 
and traders. I will quote one concrete 
instanro in connection with the weighing of 
the cotton crop. There was scarcely a con
signment of cotton dcopatched from my 
district whc'rc the weights on the consignment 
note agreed with the weight recorded at 
the ginnery. In some cases the difference 
was cwts. In consequence tho Department 
of Agriculture had to employ a man to 
supervise the weighing of the cotton a.t the 
ginnory at \Vhinstane>. It can be quite under
stood that the pro-ducers, after they had 
taken their crop over the weighbridge at 

the various railway stations and consigned 
it to the ginnery, believed that they were 
consigning a certain weight of cotton; but, 
when they received their returns, they found 
in some cases that they had only two-thirds 
of the quantity of cotton that they believed 
they had. That is a great difference. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBLIC WORKS: The 
weighbridges of the Railway Department 
credited you with mDre weight than the 
weighbridge at the ginnery? 

Mr. EDW ARDS: Y os, and the Depart
ment of Agriculture had to place a man at 
the ginrwry to supervise the weighing of 
the consignments of cotton. That proved 
there mlbt have been something radically 
wrong ,,·ith the weights. 

The SECRETAHY ~OR PuBLIC WonKS: At all 
the sugar-a1ills the cane farmers employ 
check weighmen. 

Mr. Hn;Es: So do the cutters. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: Many of the producer,; 
live many miles from the railway. When 
t.hcy take their produce to the railway 
station it is weighed, they pay froighc on 
that weight, and it is despatched to the· 
madn:t. The weighbridge IS seernmgly of 
no value at alL It is absolutely misleading. 
nnless the weig·ht recorded on the weigh-
bridgo at the other end agrees. 

The SECRETARY FOH l'UBLIC 'WORKS: Which 
weighbridge do you thiuk requires adjusting 
-the one at the ginnery or the one at the 
rail \Yay ~tation? 

Mr. ED\V_'I.RDS: I under,tood the 
Mini ter to say that the Government wo·re 
taking over the weighbridges at the railway 
stations. 

The SECRETAHY FOH PUBLIC \VOilKS: They 
are under the Act now. 

Mr EDW ARDS: I hope that such action 
wi,l result in better admiwstration as regards 
the wcigi1bridges at the railway stations than 
lms bceu the case in the past. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC \VOI<KS: Accord
ing to your statement they arc giving credit 
fer greater wmght than the weighbridge at 
the cotton g1nncry? 

.:\1r._ BDW ARDS: That does not got over 
the chiTICulty. If pl'oduco is weighed on the 
\VCighbrnigt::s at. cou~1try railway stations 
and on arn.-al m bnobano does not weigh 
the s":me, the producers cc;rtctinly will not 
be p>tid ou t.hc railway weighk It brings 
a bout all sorts of diflicul tics. I do not see 
'rh-: the coiis;gnors should pay for any more· 
1:eJgl1t than tlle.y have. What they wish is. 
for ono wo1ghbndge to corresponcl with the 
other~ af~L'r 1naking due al1o\vance for 
dcterwratwn of the product. The Act is 
o1w thmg and the administration of it 
another. It is the duty of the Uovermnent 
not to be ~mraesing in it-; administration,. 
but to adnnmster It m the interests of the· 
whole. of the people and the producer more· 
than In. the mtcrosts of the business man. 
l! . anyt.nm15 IS 'Hong with the scaleo, or
wmg~ts. of the business rnan, his f'los0 
prox.unT~Y to the telephone or postal com
mumcatwn enables him to have the defect 
remedied . pl·omptly. The produce-r very 
?fton B m a d1ffcrent position. In the
In:-tancc that I have just quoted t.hreo or 
four weeks elapsed before the difl'~wnce in 
w.e1.ghts wa.s Ui~covorod. As I said, the 
d:frereJICC': cause a lot of trouble and groat 
dlfhculty Is cxponouced at times in having 
the wmghts adJusted to suit the producPr. 

JJ,i1·. Erl<~oards..} 
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Mr. KING (Logan) : I regard this as a 
very important Bill, and certainly as a mo·. '' 
in the right direction. It contains certain 
pJ"inciples which are now, but these principles 
are vitally necessary for the purpose of 
carrying on legitimate trade. One of th: 
new principles is applying the Act to mea
suring instruments. l_)orsons buy according 
to the measurement and pay according to 
the measu remcnt recOl'de.d by these measur
ing instruments, and, if they are incorrect, 
that is dishonest trading. These instruments 
ought to be subject to inspection, and, if 
they aro not co1•roct, the persons using them 
should be punished for fraud just the same 
as they are for using incorrect weighing 
machines. The provision for the inspection 
of weighing machines on carts and v hiclct; 
is a very useful and a very important :)ro · 
vi si on. There has been a largo Increase 
. of the sale of goods by itinC>rant vcndnt·s. I 
-do not know whether these weighing 
machines have been inspected in the past by 
inspectors; but, if they have not, they oul!"ht 
to be. The original Act ouly gives power 
to inspectors to go on certain vrem1scs. 
\Vhether the .horse an.d cart of an itinerant 
vendor carrying on his avocation in th•e 
streets can be considered as " prmniscB" 
under the p-rincipal Act or not I am not 
prepared to say. I am rather inelined to 
think that they do not come under the 
definition of " premises." Therefore the 
proposed amendment of the Act is a very 
important one, and will put all doubts on 
ono si.do so far as that aspect of the question 
is concerned. There is one matter in the 
Bill that I do not approve of altogether, 
an.d that is the question of fees. Several 
other speakers have raised the same obj ec
tion. The foes in the past have been 
regulated by the Act of Parliament itself. It 
is now proposed to abolish that provision 
and have the fees fixed by regulation. '!'he 
Minister should give us some furthr'r infor
mation on this point. Measuring machines 
have very largely come into vogue in busi
ness. In the case of a large estabJi,,hment 
having a number of machines, the Minister 
might well consider the reasonablenos', in
stead of charging the same fee for evc•ry 
machine, to have a graduated or sliding 
scale so that such a business will not be 
penalised to any great extent by having a 
greater number of weighing machines than 
another business. I hope the Minister will 
take that into consideration when he is fixing 
the foes in the regulations. 

There is a matter which I referred to when 
this Bill was introduced, and which I now 
repeat, only to emphasise it and again bring 
it before the Secretary for Public Works for 
his serious consideration. The Act provides 
penalties for fraud or the employment of 
light-weighing or incorrect machines. I ask 
the Minister if hP could possibly insert in 
the Bill a punishment for fraud by those 
persons or trades who, although the machines 
are correct, take advantage of the inatten
tion of the purchaser and give light weight? 
I know it is a .difficult matter to deal with, 
and that, as the law stands, it is very difficult 
in-deed to succeed in a prosecution against 
such a trader. 

The PREMIER: Under what Act would you 
proceed at the present time? 

Mr. KING: At present you have only the 
ordinary remedy for fraud. This is the 
poeition: I can go into a shop to buy, say, 
5 lb. of a certain article. The trader sells 

lill r. ]( ing. 

the commo-dity to me a little cheaper than 
does his competitor, but he makes up his !os' 
by giving me le"s weight; he may only give 
me 4 lb. 10 oz. This happens frequently in 
the city and elsewhere, an.d it is very difficult 
to procee-d against the dishonest trader. 
You take yonr parcel of goods away, and 
when you get home you weigh it and take it 
back to the trader. He simply says, " I 
weighed it correctly; you have been tamper
ing with it." You have no remedy. The 
inspector's duties might be enlarge-d to a 
great extent, and the inspector could be given 
power to go in at any time when a purchaser 
is buying a parcel of goods and -deman-d to 
see those articles weighed after they have 
been weighed and delivered to the customer. 

The PRE'IIIER : There is already some pro
vision to give protection to the public in 
connection with under-weight bread . 

Mr. KING: That is under the Health Act. 
Cerl ain articles are mentioned in that Act 
in regard to which you get protection, but 
there arc a Jot of articles that arc not 
mentione-d. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC "WORKS: What 
about the pure food and .drugs sections of 
the Health Act ? That covers ~ome articles. 

Mr. KING: S'ome, but not many. There> 
is no general protection. Protection is give12 
only in some specific instances which are 
small compared with the large number of 
commodities that ono buys. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: I think 
it would be a good thing to do what you 
are suggesting, but a special Bill would br 
required. 'This Bill only provides for correct 
weights and measures. 

Mr. KING: And puuishment and for 
feitures. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: I think 
it would be a good plan to draft a Bill fo1 
the purpose. 

Mr. KING: I sincerolv hope that the 
Minister will not forget it: 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

Co'lil\IITTEE. 
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed. 
The House ro;umed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported the Bill without 

amendment. 
The third reading of the Bill was made an 

Order of the Day for Wednesday, 19th 
September. 

P ALMERSTON LAND SETTLEMENT 
BILL 

SECu:--!D READING-RESVliiPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. SW AY:"JE (Mira.ni): I think there is 
one point on which all will al:"rce, and that 
is that measures of tlns kmd are most 
important. The mere title _ir;dicates that-" A 
Bill to make better prov1s10n for the land 
settlement and development of the Palmer
ston arefL in North Queensland." We all 
know that to justifv our position in this 
great country, we mt!st people it. We know 
what large "rea s there are at pres~nt 
unsettled. Thi~ Bill is designed to bnng 
about settlement on what, I think, may_ bf 
described as the danger spot of Austraha
the north-east coast-and is, therefore, on 
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that must receive our fullest sympathy and 
support, but it embodies totally new pn~l
ciples to what have been proved sucecssful m 
bringing about the previous lMld settlem.ent 
of <.,Jueensland. 'We had the same pmnts 
occurring in the Upper Burnett and Callide 
Laud Settlement Bill tha! has juet gone 
through its Committec stage, but I must say 
that Government control i~ even more 
marked in this measure than in its pre
·decessor. I know vcrv well that I should 
not be in order if I ~lealt with that phase 
in detaiL but 1 would like to refer briefly, 
to some of the features that first catch our 
eyes. For instance, I find that in accord
ance with the policy of this Government, 
freehold is debarred. \\'e have already had 
that fJUestion befol'e us in connection with 
the previous Bill, and I am not going into 
that question just now. I am more particu
larlv concerned about the bureaucracy that 
is ~gro\\ ing up around our Government 
departments, particularly in the Department 
o! Public La.nds. For instance, I find that 

those settlers will ha vo no right 
[9 p.m.] to decide as to what crops they 

shall grow; what improvements 
they shaJl make; or the breed of cattle they 
may raise. In all these matters the settlers 
will be subject to dictation at the hand,; of 
Government officials. Their own personal 
initiatin-, their O\vn personal kno .vledge and 
experience are not allowed to influence them 
one iotn. Again, they are absolutely con
trolled as J·o the dispositl of their produce. 
It is provided in the Bill that the Mini,ter 
or his repre,,cntative may command them 
to produce certain. crops in certain quantities 
within a certain ume, and deliver that pro
duce at certain factories. Again, the 
Minister has po,Yer to decide what inlprove
ments they shall make on the land. I speak 
with some little knowledge of this subject, 
because I am one of the 2s. 6d.-an-acro men 
whom we have hoard of in this Chamber at 
diffNont times. I took up my first home
stead selection in 1881 or 1882. The condi
tions were much harder then than they are 
now, but, in spite of the very aard condi
tions, we hung on and many of us achieved 
a certain amount of succe,s. I am not for 
one moment saying that those conditions 
were ideal, but I think now we are rather 
over-shooting the mark when we go to such 
lengths as we are doing in this Bill in the 
way of taking everything out of the hands 
of the settler. Every movem<'nt the settler 
makes is to be under the control of a Govern
ment official. It will be a good thing if 
we could alter ROme of these conditions when 
We get into Committee, and I certainly 
intend moving amendments with that object 
in view. Again, in regard to the factories 
that the Bill provides may be erected in this 
area, I find r;o dellnito statement that these 
factories shall ultimately become co-opera
tive factories. We would expect from such 
a Government as \Ye have in power to-day
who tell us that one of the most nrominent 
planks in their platform is the encouragement 
of co-operation amongst primary producers 
-that provision would be made for co-opera
tive factories. At the 'ame time, any sane 
person must realise how impossible it is to 
reconcile a policy of co-operation with the 
communistic policy of the people behind 
them. They say they are in favour of co
operation, and one would have thought, if 
that was the case, that in connection with 
any scheme of land settlement providing for 
the erection of factories for the use of the 
settlers they would have provided that 
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ultimately those factories would become the 
prO]Wrty of the settler. ,\s showing its 
drastic character. it is only a short Bill, 
vet on seven JlffcrE'nt occasions wo find 
iho word " forfeiture" used. In sorr1e cases 
of forfeiture nn appeal is allowed to the 
Land Court, but in other cases the settler 
is to be entireh in the hands of the Minister. 
He is to have no right of appeal and it will 
re~t wholly and solely with the Minister 
as to how he shall use his land, or whether 
he shall lose it. Unclct· conditions such as 
l hat, you al'c not going to gc t the host class 
of ,,ettlcr. Men with initiative and of 
independent character who arc quite capable 
of working out their own destm) on their 
own lines arc not going to take part in a 
settlem<'nt. under those conditions. The 
l\1inist{'r, in a measure, has condc1nncd his 
own Bill. I notice that, when mol'ing the 
second reading of th<~ Bill. when speaking 
of the settlement around the Babinda Mill, 
as reported on page 857 of " Hansard " of 
this session, the bon. gentleman said--

" To-day who would say tha.t Babinda 
has been a failure? Why, it is one of 
the most prolific districts in the Com
monwealth. There has been land opened 
up amongst those ranges which is the 
most fertile land in the world. \Vhon 
you travel round by the tramway system 
that covers the whole area vou see more 
intensive cultivation than In any part 
of the Southern States." 

Later on he says-
" I ask them not to regard the scheme 

as anathema because the Brisbane news
papers are opposed to it. The whole of 
the settlements in :'\orth Queensland have 
been successful." 

They ha\'e been successful, but they owe 
their success to a previous Government. They 
have been succes;ful under the old system of 
fr0chold, and by being allowed to be free 
and independent to work out their own ·des
tiny as their experience has taught them was 
the best. What is likely to happen in connec
tion with the lands we are dealing with now? 
We are likely to have some young official 
with no practical experience coming along 
and directing the settlers as to what cattle 
they shall breed, what crops they shall grow, 
and so on. That is not likely to make for 
successful settlement. It is not likely to bring 
to our Sta tc the host class of settler. We are 
not likely to attract settlers from the Southern 
States, and we know what we owe the 
Southern States in regard to the class of 
settlers who have come to Queensland. We 
know that cast-iron regulations such as that 
arc not likely to attract these men. 

Take this one matter of the breeding of 
stock. It is a well known fact amongst those 
who have had experience on the subject that 
each individual is prejudiced in favour of 
the ea ttle he has had experience of and of 
which he has made a hobby. One man says 
tlw Ayrshire is the best breed, and if you give 
hin1 J'{~rscys or Frcisians he proba bl.v will not 
make the same success with them as he will 
with A;'"rshires. Then another man considers 
that Jerseys are the be,t. and he will do best 
\' ith them. \Vby is provision made for inter
ference in such matters as that? We are 
told that this is not a cane-growing area, 
but from what I can read of the report of the 
Public Works Commiesion, it is quite possible 
that a certain amount of cane may be grown. 
Again, there is the right of interference on 
the part of the supervisor as to what varieties 

Mr. Swayne.l 
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of cane shall bo gTO\Vn. In connection vvith 
fodder crops the snmc thing occurs. It is 
within the power of this official to lay down 
what improvements shall be carried out
whether a man shall build his house fn·st, 
whether he shall fence his paddock flrst, or 
whothcr he shall clear this piece of land or 
that piece of land. That is lmnocc,sary and 
like]:. to discourage settlers. As the Nrinister 
himself pointed out, we ha vc had most success
ful settlement in th,lt part of Queensland on 
totally diffr•rcnt lines. In the past there has 
been freedom and libertv to each settler to 
carry on as he thinks bes.t. If settlement has 
bee~ so successful in the past under those 
conditions, why make this yery drastic change 
to one of autocratic control? You can look 
upon the whole measure as a sort of combina· 
tion of old-time feudalism and present-day 
Sovietism. That is the best description you 
can give it. 

I think it rs a pity that such fine 
lands as we have in Queensland should 
be sacrificed by experimental fads of this 
kind. Another quos. ion presents itself in 
this conncct:on-that is, ,,rhether the very best 
piece of land has been cho,,cn for this settle· 
mcnt? l have hero the repm·t of tho Public 
\Vorlu Commi"ion. I do not want to decrc.' 
the fcrtilit-. of the land. l have not been 
in the exac;·t locality, but I have been in dis
trict·' surrounding it. and have a fair idea of 
what it is like. and I am prepared to bdiovc 
what we arc told of its fertilitv. but it is 
vc'r> diflkult of acC<'S. Heaclin'g from the 
re>;wrt of " The Ro~'al Commission appointed 
to inquire into and report upon a proposal 
for the construction of an extension of the 
Inni~fail trnm'\YDy fron1 Kcradn, the present 
teJ t.Jinus, to a point near the Little Be a trice 
RiYcr, for tho purpose of openini:~: up tho 
Palmerston lands," I find that ono ,vitness, 
Mr. Davies, gave the fo!lowing· eYidencc :-

"From n1v ol:Y3crvation wo were 
travdling al~nrr a lJarrow ·strip of 
conntrv on top 

0

0f a s,pur. and on eaeh 
side '\\·'ere vorj· steep iorics ?-Y cs. 

"Vv~hat is the land like at the bottom 
of ihosc gorges ?-It is good agricultural 
land. I mentioned the matter to Rail· 
vvay Surveyor \Vythcr, and he said on 
an~, spur like that you will always gf\t 
other spurs coming up from tho gorges." 

Another "·itrwss. 1\fr. \Vitham, gave very 
much the same evidence-

" It appears to be a narrow strip of 
land with gorges on either side. As,,nm
ing n tram1ino \Yero built along that 
spur. •vhat chance \YOL!ld the c-P!tlcrs on 
the lo""n_•r country h:1Ye of getting to the 
trarnlin(• ?-Spurs run off frotn the~ rnain 
spnr. vVhen ,,on look at scrub country 
in its Yirg-in state it looks very difficult, 
but after openin!l' it up you find oppor· 
tunitic& of getting out. In the early 
days the country around here looked 
impo,,ible country. but after it was 
opcn0d up son1c means wore alway::, 
found of gettinii to the road." 

The lwst of the land is probn bl"· away at 
the bottom e>f the gorges. and it Fill be 
vcrv steep u:•hill hauling to get to the tram
lin~. I should haYe thought ~that there were 
0thcr areas closer to the route of the ;:-.Jorth 
Coast RaihYay which ofiPr better facilities 
for scttleme'1t and at less expense th>tn 
the Palmcrston lands. It is pointe-d out in 
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the report, that there is a lot of timber, sonw 
kir:ds of which rneet \\ ith a ready sale, and 
that there are 'ome kinds \Yhich have not 
yet Leon brought on the market. The Min
ister said the other night that he was doing 
his bc't to include them in an exhibit at the 
Empire Exhibition, with a Yicw to getting 
llH?Jn on the OYt'rsea rnn rkct. Mr. Sexton, 
Chief Rngincl'!' for the Queensland Govern
nwnt HaihYays, gave the following evid
Pnce :---

;. Ca11 you g·ivc u~ a11y id0a -what is 
the cstimatr•c! cmt of a 3 fpf't 6-inch 
gauge from Mi!laa :!\Iillaa to the Bcatrice 
H.ivl'r ?-No estiinatc has been prepared. 
It -will be an expC'nsivc line. 

"Do you favour the building of 2-foet 
trmnways as a rncaus of opPning up tho 
country '1-I favour thPm if thPy are a 
reasonable leng-th in thetnsclvC:.5 or are 
groUJH'<l. A short sit!glP line is quos
tiona blc', on account of the continuou~ 
hanrllinp; in. transferring freights from 
one gauge to another. 

"\\'cmld :~ou not have to keep a sepa· 
rate suff if the 2-fcct trmmyav was 
ext ,,ncled to the Be a trice H iver ·I -·You 
would still ha Ye tlw -·toff on the system 
connected with Innisfail. 

"Do you not think it \\'Ould be far 
bc•ttcr if the 2-feet tramway \Yas done 
.av. oy with and a 3-fect 6-inch railway 
comimetod '-That is largely a matter 
of cxncnsc on v•hich I cannot speak just 
now." 

Further on he says that the country is rough. 
aftll that the t trthworks would be heavv. 
The "~hole trr•nd of the eyidence is that tl;o 
opening up of the Palmerston lands by rail
wa~· is gojng to be ver;v f'xpcnsivc. In tny 
district we recPntlv built a 3-feet 6-inch 
gauge lino of the cheapc"1- de~cription 
through <'asv country at a co.t of £9.000 a 
mile. caud I i~hink th,;t a lino of that gauge in 
this loculity would coet from £12.000 f<> 
£1b.OOO a mi'c, and thoro was 25 mile' of rail· 
WQ•, required. \Ve arc told hy :\1r. Sexton that 
th0 2-f{'ct getug-c lino which is proposed 'vill 
co8t· a bnut two-thirds of what a 3-f<'Pt 6-inch 
gauge line wonld co2t, ar::d \\·e c"1n th0r0forc 
a£-;;umc Hwt a 2-fect gnPgc Jin0 will cost 
brtwcen £7.000 and £10."00 a mi'.<'. Expert 
\Yitn(".c:,os tell us that that gnuge is not suit
a[,lo fo1· cnrryinp: timber. although it could 
be 'modifit'd for that purpose b:v using curves 
of lesser radii, but that would moan addi
tional expense. It is also pointed out in the 
evidence that to carrv the timber to market on 
a 2-frf't f!'-tug-c line \~·ould ~o:;t 1norc than the 
timber \VOtdd feteh. Th0 Director of Forests. 
:Jir. S·wain. poiuts out that there nrP lnrgo 
quantities of timber more or less valuable. 
.and h·~ ays-

" Vlith a 2-fcd tDm,·ay thP cost of 
markding; per 100 eupcrftc;ia 1 f<•Pt f.o.b. 
would be approximately 17e. 2d .. and 
th0 r~,timat<'d market n lnP per 100 
supPrGcial feet f.o.b. i 16.' .. showing· a 
loss of ls. 2d. by tnarkctillg." 

At 9.18 p.rn., 

The CHAIR,TAN OF CO)D!ITTEE~ (1\fr. Kirwan. 
Brhbrzne) relieved the Speaker in the chair. 

l\1r. SIVAYJ\'E: Fmthor on he Ra,s that 
'vith a wjder ~angc raihYa:v thr C'ost of 
marketing would be~ reduced. but then again 
you have an increase of 33 per cent. in the 
capitalisation of the line. I would like to 
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quote some cYidcnce given by the Under 
Secretary for Public Lands, i.\1r. Melville-

" IIave you any idea of the value to 
be placed on this land ?-It would be 
loaded for road construction, and making 
a gue·" at 1t I shoLtld sav from £3 to £4 
an acre. \Ve hnn' opened up land in the 
pari~h of Dirran at £4 an acre." 

L&ter on he points out that this land had 
previously been opened to sdcction-in fact, 
ir is \Yhwt i:-;; kno1vn a:'i thC' Oswald Track 
Soldier ScttlenJent, on which the Hon. W. 
Lcnnon, whc'n ho WH5 a nwrnbcr of this 
House, used to expatiate. Thcv had a road 
there then, but neverthcles~ onlv two 
blocks were applied for, and thev we're d!b· 
scquontly forfeited. I ·a111 quite· a'.\aro that 
a railwa_-:· rr1akcs all tho differcncL\ but I 
connot hdp thinkirw that there are other 
areas in the :\"orth, closc•r to the ;\Jorth Coast 
line, and in flatter country, without these 
dt:f'lJ gorges. \Yhieh could~ be sC'curod for 
settlement. I might well ask: I•· noB this 
area ono of tlwsc which n1ig:ht be :;::et apart 
a::;. a fnrfl~t rc:"Cl'\·c? I kno\\' th1.t it has lwf'n 
pointed out ~hat thoro is no cedar or pine in 
the district, !JUt then' is a renain C(Uantity of 
other bmbc rs ,,!rich arc marketable. and 
\Yhi{'h may he ~hoJ·t!v in demand. and it f'f'C!ns 

to me, in ~icw of the. h0av.v expense which ,;·ill 
be incuncd. that it "·oulcl bo better to s<'t 
it apart for tint purpose, 

Then again, l won:d like to point out that 
on l\Ir. Sexton's e'tima' e a 2-foot tramline 
will cost at !Past £6,000 a mil0, ancl a 25-milc 
line will thcrdoro im·olvc an expenditure of 
at least £150.000. The i\1inister savs that 
the area to be' opl'nNI up will be -180.000 
acrc.o;, but I think we ~hall bL' safPr in ::aying 
that it will be m<'rP like 150.0JO acres, so 
that the capital value of the land will bo 
loaded by the building of the railwa:· to 
the extent of at least £1 an acre. 

1 \Yotdcl like to suggc•:::,t, too, that ::;ome 
schcrrw should be devisPd whereby the sdtlers 
could haYc, nt -1nv rate. son1c r{ght or son10 
po\n'r of bring hc~ard iu Htati{~rs afferting tho 
control of the settlcm0nt. The Act uroder 
\vhich the Babinda sugar-mill was built
one d the succ "Sful milh refnrul to bv the 
Minister to-night-is the Sugar \Vorks "\et of 
1911. which was passed bv a previous Admini
stration. \Vhen that Act was going through 
this House, I moved on b0half of the farmers 
-being a farmer myself it wa, only natural 
~hat I should b,~ intere··tecl in conserving the 
mterc'sts of the farrnero in such matters
that provision should be made for the con
stitution of ath·isorv boards of ca~:cO'rowers 
and the ::Hinder ~ho was -in charg;;' of t h~ 
measure, now an occupant of the front Oppo
sition bench, accepted the amondm<'nt, so 
that in the 1911 Sugar \Vorks Act a provision 
to that dfcct \Yas in('orporated. I would liko 
to a. k the Minis' er in charge of this Bill if 
he is prenarccl to accept in Committee a 
similar atncndinent. 

Furthermore, I would like to <tsk him if 
hc will l'Ot incoc;oorate in the Bill a pro· 
vision simil::n to that which appcar3 in thD 
Co-operatin' Snga1· \Yorks .\et of 1914. In 
that measure there is a section to tiro effect 
that. \Yhon the inckbtcclncss to the Govcrn
Il_lOllt is paid off. a ('Ompany shall be form0d, 
t'lc shares Jn \Yhrch shall b- allott0d to the 
prndnr·rrs in proportion to the quantitv of 
raw Jr.at'rial they have produced, and to 
nciJodv cLc, so that nobody but a producer 
ca.n C\ er hope to get a share in such a. 
company. 'l'ho safeguards in the Act secure 

that the company shall alwa.vs be a genuine 
co-operation. In 1914, therdm·0, a Govern· 
nH'nt which did not talk very much about 
co-operation, but which put ii1to force some 
of the f1nc,t co-operative legislation ever put 
on any sta'uto-book, gave to the producers· 
thE." opportunity of controlling for all time· 
the factory \Yhich worked up the raw 
material. \Vill this Government, who profess 
so loudly to be in fayour of the co-operative 
principle, accept an amendment on those 
liuc::; '? 

There arc one or two other features in the 
Bill which han' caught my eye. The first is 
the dt•al control, which 'cems to me objection· 
nblc,. First of all. the farm improvements
bujldings and so on-cornc under the control 
of the sup0rvi-or appointed by the :V1inister; 
but, when it f'omcs to the que~tion of clearing,. 
tlw settler will be largely under the control 
of another branch of the Depar mt•nt of 
Public Lands-that is, the Forestry Branch. 
I can quite sec that the settler will not know 
in son1c ca,('R whorn ho is to obov~the 
forestry authorities en· the supervisor: 

Another feature which I \Yish to touch upon 
is the adtnini:-.tration of the arc <'1 under an 
lmthority ether than the local authoritie'. 
I take it that the local authoritio' will have 
no po\\·cr to ra c the land·.. That may be 
a quostio:Jablc advantage; but, on the other 
hand. the settlers will not be able to be reprc
stntcd on the local authority. They will have 
no power to 0lcct councillor.'. \Yhy should 
this land be taken out of the sul'l'OUlHJing 
area and be singled out in the matter of local 
govcnmtcnt and placed in tlw hands of the 
:\linistor, who will make the roads 'I Then> 
rnay be gcod reasons for it. but 1 hc3a are 
thing, which should be inquired into, and, 
so far as I can make out, the J\li ister did 
not n1cntion them. It n1ake:; practical men 
wonder why these things \vcrc nol n1cntioned. 

\Vo all hope that the settlement will be a 
success. In pursuing thr lines adopted by this 
Um·nnmcnt the lacd settlement scheme is not 
likely to be a success. I have acready pointed 
out that in the North a different polio'<' was 
pursued. Look at the Darling Downs, the 
Lockyer, and all our thriving districts to-day. 
None of th()lll "Y"'a.s settled uudcr snch a cast
iron regime as we are now under at the hands 
of this Government. Ko one can say that 
those districts have not been settled success· 
fully, and that there is not a prosperous popu· 
lation there at the present time. I know that 
thoro arc climatic vicissitudes 11.!-tat affect 
Queensland, but g·o \Ylwre you \Yill the same 
risk obtains. The farmers should have more 
freedom. more right to initiate, more right to 
do what they think is best in their own 
interests. They are able to say without the 
assistance of any supervisor what their capa
bilities are, what the land is b·2st suited for, 
and \Vork out their own de::stinies far more 
successfully m connc'ction with this land 
settlement. 

At 9.30 p.m., 
'l'he SPrcAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. SW AYNE: The Minister pointed out 
during his second reading speech that some 
of the mcst successful land settlement took 
place in the Mossman and Mulgra Ye d1stricts. 
There was a large amount of loan money 
inYoh eel in the erection of the sugar-mills 
in those districts. I think that th"v have 
rcow paid off their liability to the Tr~asury. 
They made new districts and prosperous 

Mr. Swayn!>.] 
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<;ettlcment. Neither of those mills was 
bnilt und{~r Ruch a svstcm as we nro now 
di,cussing. It was st~tcd at the time when 
the money was expPndcd that thC> conditions 
allowed wore too lilwral. Und0r the Act 
whirh gave us the Mossman and Mnlgrnve 
mil1s there was not Pven provision for Go
YeTnn1f'nt I'C'i)l'f'S8Dtation. rJ'he ca.ncgrO\V8l'S 
Wt're allowe·rl to appoint thcir own dirPctors. 
Then we had the leg-i,Jation which g-»ve us 
the Babinda and South ,Johnstone mi\1s, and 
which incidcntallv led io the deyelopment 
of the Fr<!Pral Hcrbcrt clcdoraie increasing 
its population to a greater extent than an.v 
other countr.v electorate in Australia. All 
that success was largol.v due to the work of 
the pl'PYious Gon•rnment, and it was all done 
on individualistic lines and under a system of 
freedom and liberty, and a s.vstom which 
allowed the farmer io cany on farming opera
tions as he thought best without dictatorial 
con1n1ands or orders from a supervisor. Settle
ment should only be carried out on those 
lines. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (lVynnum): This 
Bill is a ver.v important one from many stand
points. Beforp attempting to deal with 1t 
I \YOuld lik0 to thank the hon. memb0r for 
Mirani for his reference to the fact th~t it 
wa in 1914 that the Babmda and South 
J ohnstone mills were made possible and were 
established on absolutel.v co-operative lines by 
the then Government. There is no doubt that 
the principles laid down then were absolutely 
·demorrntic and C'O-OllC'rati\·e. and, as the hon. 
member for Mirrrni. pointed out, they very 
1a rgely contributed to the success of those 
districts. 

Mr. PEASE: It is not proposed to utilise 
this area for gro,ving sugar-ca11e. 

Ho~. W. H. BARNRS: There is no ques
tion that the Bill is absolutely a socialistic 
rr1rnsuro. 

Mr. KIRWAN: That is a wonderful dis
covery. "Queen Anne is dead." 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: This is a socialistic 
measure. 

Mr. HY~ES: You said that about the cane 
prices legislation. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: Here a,nd there 
are proyis'ons ins01'tcd in the Bill in order 
to bring about a Russian polic.v in QueC'ns
land. I hope to be able to show that when 
I co·ne to analvse the Bill. I am perfectly 
certa.in that o~Tcry hon. mmnbcr, particu
larlv on this side. is an'<ious th1t legisla
tion" should be int~oduced that will help to 
sett~P the land and fill up the empty spaces 
of this State. It is absolutely essential that 
that should be done in the interests of Queens
land. I think that legislation in that direc
tion would recciYc thf' full support of every 
hon. member, especially hon. members on 
this side of the Honse. In referring to some 
of the clauses of the Bill. it will be found 
that there is to be constituted under the Bill 
\\hat one might call a veritable Pooh Bah 
in ronnection \Yith the administration of the 
schcmf'. In the first place. a person is going 
to be placed in charge of the settlement, and 
he is going to control all expenditure. The 
onh ncrt3on "-hn can interfere with him is 
the" Minister. ThP Bill makes provision for 
the person in rharge to have absolute control 
of every detail. 

Mr. PEASE: In the sol·dier settlement scheme 
you had a supervisor. 

[Mr. Swayne. 

Ho~. \Y. H. BARKI~S · Th" hon .• nernbcr 
fc,r HPrbcrt ~hnnlrl. not. r··f0r to soldier sf'tt1P
m(•nts. because I do nof know that they have 
:> ·t:vt.hing- in comrnon \Yll-h the prin~..~ip1e of 
thio Bill. There has bf>cn a great deal of dif
frJ'Pl1CP of op!nion ·,,,iih rr/ .. Ulrd to sc.lrii0r 
:-:cttlmt~01Jts. A~ T sau!. t~c ."'tl!Jt'rvl~or 11Pd0r 

this e<:lwmc \Yill eontrol n ll extwnditure and 
I: ve tiH• 0ollertion <)t a ii monoy,_ Hc; will 
;n·n{'tic tliy hold the bag-. nnd h.c Yrill he in 
thP 11osii.ion of :-;a~-ing 10 thi& one" Do thnt." 
;:ncl lw will do 11. and 1(l th:' r-r!-~18t ''Stav 
here,'' and he wi11 have to stav here, Th'e 
ptl\\"l'l' plnr0d ln l1is La.11d~ is .~1 ~.,C'l": ITiit:rhh:· 

· t·nf'. l~nd.Pr ordina1·v eircurrl''~<:u;Cr·" ~~·hp~ 
Pnr1inn;0nt i~ in 6cssic;n tlw :VIini,~.f'r conj·rol
iing- thi~ arc;1 nn1~t l'('ntain 1n Brisbane 
through no fault of his own. \\'hat hoppuns? 
Tht> pPrson in charge is go.iug to haYc actual 
ccntrul. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt·nuc L.l:.;ns: You 
i>·:d absolute control of i he sngar·miJis. 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES: We had control 
of the sugar-mills to a c'"r'ain extent, but 
not to the extent indicated here. 

The f\ECRETARY FOR l'ljlJLTC LA:.:Ils: Exactly 

Ho~. \Y. H. DARNE~: It i; no use the 
~\'iinidcr rnnkiug thar statcnlC'tl:,J. bcC'aw:-t-! it 
i...; not C'Orrcct. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC L-\'lDS : lt 1s 
corrC'ct. 

I-Im:. W. H. BARXES: It is ;1ot ccnect. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'T'BLIC LA:\DS: Show 
Hlf' \vhcre it is not correct? 

Ho~. W. H. DARNES: I will, if the 1V1in
i"er will 'Jbey the Standing- I lrd"rs a"d 
ir:terj0et a little loBs. He will thr n hav<• an 
opportunity of underslaLding as I proceed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC LA~m~: I want 
i J help you to make :wur speech i:nciiigent. 

Ho~. W. II. BAR.NES: Thu lwn. gentle
rrw.n knows that I do not get 'm m.v feet 
l:nles;; it is to make an illtc1Iig{'nt speoch. 
There is no need for the hon. gcntlem ... n to 
assist me to make a speech, and he should 
yn ofit by an intelligent ;peech and interject 
iu an intcllig0nt manner. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'cBLTC LAKDS : You 
insult the illtelligcncc of this side of the 
1-Iouse. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: The r<'<poneibilit>· 
of the working of thA wiwle of the schr•me is 
t, be left m the h:md,; of the super·;isor. 
There ,-is one exception nnd. ::·,tran~o to say, it 
is the sawmill. 'rhe sawrnill is nnt ~oi1 ~ to 
bt" controllPd by the 8upervisor. I \Y:ts \VOn
drTing whv the supervi6or, who if' the rnoh
Bah oi cvc•rything else under control of the 
~linistcr, ,\!Jnuld ha.ve 1 hiR taken frorn hi~ 
C(1ntrol. Is there any fl1fll' that the pr-r~on 
lunkin~; after the bu~ine:"s will noi· d(•ll {airly 
w;th the ri>nbcr ihnt i' suppliutl frcw; the 
sa wmi11. Lie has th(' 1·ight to _giYc PnlploY
Irtl'lli. I wonder \Yhe11 men .:.:otllL' up a.nd 
:J-..,k for ':>·or;\:, whPthcr it i~ t;n'ncr 1o hi! a. 
f'0ndition t!J<lt thPy n0etl work. or i:-; it f-;'(liug
t; lw a C'O!ll1iTinn th.H a CPrta:n br,1.r;u Jt!tist 

1H' on thPnl? The h<,P. g'{'nttcmi.lH rnight sa .. : 
1hat is a,n ·1lnYorthv ~;ng-ges1icn. Lu!· \Yl' kll(!VV 

1.t 1~ l1ap1w:ni:1g in 'othc·r cruws. .\t a ccrt·1in 
,Lnthering not YCr} far frorn Tiockh·tnlpton 
a rc,olui wn was carried demanding that only 
CPdain people shonlcl l'e emplo:,·<··l hv the 
State in their works. The hon. gentleman 
cannot deny that. He knows how true it is. 
\Ve know that to-day many a man car;not 



Palmm·ston Land [12 SEPTEMBER.] Settlement Bill. 10!3 

gEt a job because he nun· not be in iine with 
cprtain org-anisations. Is that going tu anplv 
i~t conneC'tion with emp!o:vmm;t at thls ~a,;_ 
r.•1ill? \Vhnt Is going to be the I.JethiJd io 1:> 
adopted with regard to dieratine: 'lll<l sqspen
sion? It &ccrns to me tl1at no 1nan dare n1ake 
~ :=mt:ge~tion because thl' super\·i_,cr Iftay say, 

This man has too tnany brai n-o for nu;; I 
rr ust get rid of him." and bee<' use he has 
1nade too n1any ~Suggestions he is disrate·d or 
suspended according to the provisions of the 
BilL 

The SECRETARY FOH PuBLIC LANDS : Has 
not any "boss" that right? The farmers 
will not be under him. 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES: Sometimes the 
"boss" has that right; sometimes ho has 
not. 

Tho SECHETAHY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: \V ell he 
ought to have. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:'>JES: I agree with the 
Minister that he ought to haYe that right, 
but wo know where men have been dis
nlis.::;ed; and another power !?as corne alon$ 
and said, " John Drown has lwen dismissed, 
and he should not have been dismissed. 
Do,vn tools." And, unle"'s John Brown is 
reinstated, there is no work. 1\T e know 
to-day that the "boss" has not the pmYer--

Mr. KTHWAN: He has not the right to 
inflict a wrong on another man. 

Ho:-:. W. H. BAR:'-JES: I agree 1hat he 
has not the right to inflict a wrong on 
ar,other man-but if I proceed on those lines, 
you wrll pull me up, J\Ir. Speaker, for 
getting away from the subject. The hon. 
member for J\Iirani drew attention to 
another ver:; Important matter, that i, that 
the local authority is not-at a!Jy rate at the 
Inception-to have any po·wer in connection 
with this area. That rower has been with
drawn. and I shall ask the l\1inister when we 
get into Committee. if he will give the reason 
why is has been withdrawn. After all, the 
local authority is one of (~uecnsland's sub
Parliaments. The te11dcucy has been to put 
on local .authorities more and more respon;~;i
bilities in carrying out certain works. 

The SECRET.\BY FOH PT:BLIO LANDS : This 
is done to relieve th<lm of heavy expense in 
an area from which they receive no rates. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: If the Minister 
says that is the reaoon, I say it is a very 
proper reawn, vY e find that again and again 
wm0 of the instii-utidns which are carrying 
on the work of the country in a most admir
able fash10n are penalised because of their 
actions, and somehow or otht:'r nre robbed 
of the powers they prm·iouslv had. If the 
Minister says-I want to pir{ him down to 
this-that h,-, wants to get the area into 
prop0r condition before it is handed over 
to the local authority, then I say it rs a 
good thmg for the local authorit). 

The SECRE:L\RY FOH PT:BLIC LA~DS: The 
Public [<~, htc Imprm·cment Board and the 
Forc•,try Department will iiaYc to build the 
!cad in the first instance, and they will haud 
1t over to the local authority when the 
settlers begm to pay rates. 

Ho,;. \V. H. BA R:\'ES : I would like to 
know whether the area will be mapped out 
and left in e romrh state for the !oral 
aulhorit;, to hckle ih? job, or if the roads 
arc go1!1g to be put Into proper condition. 
If the Minister is going to do that it will 
be a good thing. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: If this 
action was not taken, there would be no 
roads. You would not admit that the sun 
would rise if I told you it was going to. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
HoN. 1,\T, H BARNES: I congratulate 

the Mintster upon the interpretation which 
h" is putting on my criticism. 

The SEOHETAHY FOH PT:BLJO LANDS : I am 
only looking for the nigger in the wood 
pile. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:'-JES : It is perfectly cer
tain that in this particular district the mak
ing of roads is going to be a very expensive 
it,-,m. \Ve have found the Government 
extremely expensive in making roads, We 
ha vc the authority of the Minister earlier 
in dw proceedings for the statement that it 
is almost impossible, by reason of the rough
cess of the country, accurately to survey it. 
I am prepared to admit tha(, it is most 
essential to get country iike that under culti
vation, and anything that can be done in 
that direction is going to be good for 
Queensland provided the conditions are 
right. It is upon this point of conditions 
that I want to criticise the Minister in 
charge of the BilL 

The SEOHETAHY FOR Pr.-BLIO LA:-<DS : The 
timber on this land is worth about £30 an 
acre. 

HoN. W. H. B_\RXES: I wish to speak 
about that matter later. Anyone who knows 
tho North will know that unfortunately
this does not apply to last year or the pre
Yious year, but to many years back-a lot 
of the finest timber, by reason of the 
cost nf getting it to a port, has had to be 
burnt. It was very reg,rettable that such was 
the case, and I haYc no doubt, if the ~ountc·y 
is as described by the Minister, that the 
timber upon it must be good, because wo 
know the timber in the North is a very fine 
asset. 

The SECRETAHY FOH l'UBLIO LANDS: If it 
were not for the timber, we would op2n it 
up without building a railway. 

HoN. vV. H. BAR:'\ES: Ono of the great 
fcmlts I have to find with this Bili is that 
the whole trend of the legislation is in the 
direction of rc1noving any incentive from 
the iudividual pNson who is going on the 
land to excel himself. 

Mt·. KIHWAN: \Vhat incentive had those, 
men at Uessnock the other day? 

Ho~. W H. BAR?\F.S: No man would 
speak other than in the highest praise of the 
men of Cessnock, No one could speak ->f 
those heroes but in the very highe"t possible 
terms. (Hear, hear!) 

The SEOHETARY FOH PuBLIC LANDS: Did you 
uot hear of the fight I put up to-day to try 
E~~nd retain some of that independence'? 

Ho:or. W. H. BARNES: \Vhat has been 
t.bc posit1on in the past in connt:ction with 
sctthnncnt 7 \Vithout any Ullfair remarks 
h·ith rc~ard to soldier scttlcrncnt or as to 
the cau,,c of failure on the nart of individual 
~<'ltlers-bccau.oe after all ,;o may not all be 
littod by l'royidence to make good farmers
what has made the difference in connection 
,vith soldier settlement? The ineptitude of 
ono .nan. or it may be the i1wptitude of 
another 1nan-not a lazy n1an-but of some
one who has not the knack. It is no reflec
tion on a man if you fmd one man doing 

Hon. Tr. H. Barnes.] 
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the ]Db admirably while tho other ma.n fails. 
although he may be JUSt as good in another 
direction, The selec-tions which arc gomg 
to be made by the Minister to decide who 
;;hall take up this land--

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LAKDS: The 
selection will be made by the Selection 
Board. 

Hox. \Y. H. K\RNES: The Minister has 
the right of approval. Ho ha•- the final say. 

The SECRETAHY FOR l'cBL!C JAKDS: He will 
not take any action. 

HoN. W. H. BAR;\i"ES: It is no use the 
hon, member sayiug he will not do this or 
he will not do that; it is in the Bill. Will 
there not he influence brought to bear on the 
hon. gcntlcrnan '? rrhere are scn)nty-two 
n1embcrs of ParlianHmt) and, taking the 
House all round, if souwone comes along :ntd 
~ays, '' I ':ra11t to get there," what will WPnl
bcrs of Parliament g<mcrally do 'I Ti' IJ,e 
man is a decent mfl.n. they try to help him. 
and thcoo seventv-t\vo members of Pulia
mont will probabCy be worrying the :\Iini;ter 
and asking hin1 to do sornething for this rnan 
and somcthiug for that man. The f"ct 
remains that thoro wlll bf' influen~t~ brought 
to bear in that direction. 

Thoro is another extraordinarv clause 111 

the Bill dealing with factori;s and the 
power that is to be put into the hauds of the 
lHinister in connection with those hctorics. 
Thoro is power to compel people to supply 
them. \YhNo is tlw freo agency of indi· 
viduals coming in? And, in addition to that, 
tlwro is power on the part of the :VIinister to 
sa:c what tlwy shall grow and "hat thoy shall 
not grow. If I know anything about success
ful selection, it is du.e to the fact that some 
selectors do not confine themselves to ono 
particula.r linP, But those people have to do 
exactly what the supervi>or or tho :i1inister 
says. There arc a lot of things which may 
be put upon paper in this direction. and there 
may be people who will say they can do 
infinitely better with some other crop; aud 
why should they be compelled by <he Minister 
to do just what he says they shall do? 

The SECRETAHY POH l't:BLIC LANDS: Y on 
gave the sugar-gro\vers a, rnjll and eotnpclled 
them to grow sugar. 

HoN. W. H. DAlU\E8: This is o tiy part 
<,f a schcnw >Vhich ap]mrcntly has fe" it.; 
object the brittging of the selectors into llno, 
lr1 order that it ma~, Lc,·ornc part of nne big 
~clwmc which is going in the clieoC'ticn of a 
polie;: which it:J to s:.~n1c extent Leing kept 
f1Hiet 110\V by reason of 1 he rnaturing lc~ans. 
but it is thci'e nll tho sn me-the carry, ing- out 
of a pnrdy 80cialistic policy_ 

The SECHL1'AHY C'OR l' l RLIC L 1;.; "s : Dn You 
think \YC are a c•onunuui~t ic Government:· 

Hox. \Y. IL DAH"iFS: I a:n ~sb l a 
straight qnc'stion, ancl. if it "" re :ll t out of 
order. I wou1J sa~' " L.;;.

1
' (L~Lng-htt'r.) The 

protPction IYhich tho ~viir~i~t0r ha,; under thjs 
Bill scents Lo be an exu·;:,ordin:lry prnt~~ctio~l. 
?\o on·~ Cdll Jo an:··thlng cxr:'·'p1 hirr.·.elf. 
\Yhnt hf\ '.3a~·s is la\\-, <.tlJJ n1u;.-:,t lH' carried out. 
\Vhat he :'ays has to Le g-rown tnust be 
grown. I-L1Yc group ·olcction:3 in t.~lc pa.i3t 
in QnceJJsland been the SUC'ccss \vhich 'i'"le 

"' culd like them to h~'" bceu? I aw not 
n 1 ferring to tbC' gTOllP selection~ whiell this 
GoV01'1liT10nt haxc had lo do \Yi1h. Co back 
to any of the group selection'. which havo 
been lacldcd by JWo,-iouo Gcvornmcuts. 

[Hon. W. II. Barnes. 

There was one at WaJlumbilJa, aud oLh(·f~ irt 
other places; but one by one the men drifted 
awa.v simply because men who are outside. 
:i11~t as we who are in:.idc) are not aHgels, and 
they discovN when 1ltey get dose togeJ her 
iu the <;roup that they cannot g-tt on. 

The SECHETAHY FOR PcBLIC L.I?>D~: But 
t!'ese are not groups for that pnr[JO't' at all; 
they are only groups fur the purpc.sc of sd<'ct
tng the land. 

HoK, \'V. H. BARXES: I will tah t.ho 
l\Iinister at his own word, \re thee not 
groups to cnaLlo settlers to giJL iuto a. eer
t 1in Etrea; and are they nut to ~pe().k to 
their noxt-door neighLour '? As soon as thC'y 
get together they mu:;t keep togc·tlwr. 

The SECRETAHY FOR I'CBLIC L.\l\JJS : That j, 
n 13ocial association. fhero is no emnpulsion 
that thev have to kiss one another over the 
icncc arid that sort of thing. 

Hox. W. H. BAH?\'ES: I am quite oure 
tlmt, if the hon. gentioman had to do thr• 
kissmg. there >Vould be no selection at alL 
(Oppositron laughter.) 

The SECRETAHY FOH PI-DLIC L.HdlS: If 
l'('port:-3 are correct, you '''ere pretty good at 
that sort of th;ng. (Laur:.hter.) 

Ho)[, \V. H. BARi\:ES: There• ar0 wme 
i hings in which I CX('d; but !ha~~ IS not one 
of them. \Ye know that in the p<ect, whether 
in Queemland or in Hussia or elsewhere. 
whene.-er the idea of keeping people together 
in certain communities has been tried it has 
always failed, (h-er thirt:: y•:Ms ago Gnmo 
(__;f tlu~ best n1en in Qnec;Jslaud wc11i. {o Para
gaay, but th\~y ca1nc back. They nbl.::ed to be 
l)rought back. and it ~cen1s to rno __ hai Wf! are 
:-H'tc cxperi1ncnting v, ith legislatic:~ wbich is 
~:·oing to leave the individual \Viih nuthint-~ to 
WGrk npnn, 1fltd the result will b d:sa;i.rous 
t<> the community. I hope ihat my fc.H' will 
m:t be t'f'alised, bPcause it is absolutely essen
!ial that tlter<' should be an inn·e,rsc of 
('u1tivation in this great State vf ~lH~Cll;:Jand. 

"·.i\lr. G. 1'. BAR;\fES (Warll'ick) : Tho 
Palmcrsion proposaL arc of suc-h an iwpor~ 
tant nature that one £eels incliucd to look at 
them as far as time aud opportunity will 
allow. I find n1vself somewhat in conflict 
"ith tho obiccts ai:td aims of the Gon'rnment 
in opening ;lp the::ie gl'eat areas of land~not 
"it h their object of bringing about the 
sottlmnont of people on the land, but with 
the nlol~JJer in which they intr-nd ('arrying 
out their purposes. I cannot fall into line or 
a--~ociatf~ rny,~clf with the grncral1y ~30C'iali~tic 
proposals of the Govcnnncnt of the day. and 
I look UllOn the scheme as cxtrcn1cly serious. 
and one which ehould certainly be accepted 
with a good cleal of diffidcnc0 by this House 
and the country generally. 

To some extent I .disagre0 '"ith the last 
spr 1kcr with regard to co·nmunlt:v sPttlc
mcnt. I can sec that it is pos ible to induc0 
groups of selectors to come to Queensland 
from the diffPront villa~·es olsewhcr<'--·people 
\VlH1 have like idt,nl~ and comrnon s;n11pa
thies, and who woukl flnd a degree of satis
faction through being able to he near each 
othe>r and a~~oriatC' with each other in the 
;:1.ims and activities of life. I think a p-:eat 
dt.)a] dep£'nds on ~orncThing of the :-ort, anr: 
it seems to tnc that sncccssful settJcnH'nt 
~vDuld rcsu1t fron1 an arrangernent of that. 
Kind. I base mv bPlid on the general tre•1cl 
wl:ich we notice" to-dav to leave th" countrv 
for the towns, If >Ye' cnn do anything tha~ 
-,vill help to make the people feel at horn~ 
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'wh<'n they settle on the land. we shall 
dchieve Borne high purpose. It is thP failure 
·to understand each other and to W·)rk 
togcthH which h»s a great dc»l to do with 
the drift of numbc11s of men from the 
country iuto the towns. I noticed quite 
rccentiy that some thirteen or fourteen 
·countrY centres .:::how a verv considerable 
decline. and I imagine that it should be the 
lmsiness of the Government. of the day to 
lav themseh·es out to bring about sati'sfac
to~·v 'mrroundings for the. people in the 
cou'ntrv ~o as to rnakc our settlers thoroughl~T 
contented. I notice that the Governm0nt 
.see In to be providi11g for tolvn a re as and 
recreation reserves. and I feel sure that if 
people arc to be cont<'ntecl thPv must be able 
to get fairly close together., There m~st be 
~Huvision for scl1ools nnd otnPr conycniences. 

If the opportunity for engaging in some 
·sport on recreation grounds is given, we are 
going to help to bring about a degree of 
·contentment in settiemcnt in QLleensland. I 

believe we have to study more 
[10 p.m.] than we have ever done what is 

going to keep the people on the 
1and once they get into that position. Having 
said so much, you will see that I am to a 
"Clcgrco in agrcornent with son1c of the airns 
of the Govprnrncnt, but I am altogether in 
disagreement with th~ land tenure of their 
settlements. Looking at things from this dis
tance, I maintain that we arc very likely to 
have very gTave failur<'s. In .diseussing the 
Bill in connection with the settlement of 
th" Upper Burnctt and Gallide land, reference 
was mar!" to the character of settlement that 
has been taking place. I think the same 
chargr can be made against the J\1inistcr. 
He has done nothing to as-.ur0 this House or 
to bring conviction to this House that the 
nature of settlement which is b ing intro
duced bv this Government will make for 
succ>('''S .. In no count rv t.hat orte can think 
or tu....... nny t'luccc·'·" n ti ended proposals like 
tho<e that have emanated from the Govern· 
mcnt. I look npon thP proposals in this 
\vav-that \VP are on the eve of rnaking a 
stupendous 0ffort rcp;arding the rf>ne\Yal of 
-our loa us. I .do not know ho .. ,: it ~,trikcs son1o 
individ.ua ls. bnt I do know how lt strikcs nH'. 
I r:tn w·dl imag·inP that, whC'n the Prernier 
arrives in tho old land with his varions 
officers and ho und,•rtnkos to place before tho 
people there tho magniflconco of the country 
he reprc,cnts and olltlincs his propo,al for 
land settlement. when ilwre is a disclosure of 
tlw content'· of this Bill and the Bill clealing 
with the dcvolopnwnt of the land" in the 
Upper Burnctt and Callido districts. that ,,-ill 
not mukp, for a degree of hdpfuln('::"S in carry
ing out tho high purpose that he is Jlf'rform
ing- for the country. Xaturally, when you 
speak of a great conntr.v and ."Tour r0quire
n1cntq are pretty heavy, it is only to be sup
posed that the people abroad to whom we 
appeal to renew their con!idcnr o in this coun
try will require to know just how we manage 
our affairs. j List how we intend to settle the 
countrv, and what onr land laws are likelv 
t-o be.·- I insist that there is nothing in thi"s 
Bi:J Ol' in the Bill dertling with the Upper 
BUJ-nott and Callirle areas-which have to do 
with something like 5,000.000 acres or there
abouts-which is going to be the least incentive 
either to the capitalists who are going to 
lend their money or to the people who are 
to be encouraged to come here. The condi
tions thqt apply with regard to perpetual 
leasehold arc of surh an autocratic nature 

that I can conceive of no free man acquiescing 
in them. If the Palmerston land is taken up 
at all, one will be interested to find out. just 
what kind of characters have been induced 
to take up land under such conditions. You 
cannot conceive of them. The men will have 
no initiative and no freedom. They will have 
to do as they are toJ.d. They will be bound, 
so to speak, hand and foot to do what the 
::\!Iinister dictates. You cannot conceive that 
the best success will attend their efforts unless 
it is in following out their own purposes in 
life. Men have that idea and thought. Men 
<'nter upon the various avocations of life with 
that strict purpose in view. If that attitude 
is going to be disturbed, we are not going 
to make the, success of our land settlement 
w.hat we wish for. 

It will be interesting to sec what effect 
the action of the Government in advancing 
snms up to £1.000 is going to have in the 
direction of bringing about land settlement. 
It will not bring about the settlement of the 
kind of men we want, but it will attract an 
adventurous type of people, who will not 
sm·vc tlw country to the extent we wish them 
to do. The po~n'rs which are to be vested 
in the Mi:1istcr are altogether unheard of 
in any free land. It would have been in
teresting if the Minister had been able to 
bring before the House an example of settle
ment such as this which has been a success. 
\Yo have no such information. 'We can only 
conclude from the nature of this Bill and 
other Acts of Parliament prcsonte·d to us 
that it is the intent ion of the Governm0nt to 
work on communal lines. If we want to get 
,--(~. tlcrs fron1 abroad, we arc not competing 
as we should with other land.s in the direc
tion. \V e should look at \vhat is being done 
in Canada and elsewhere in con'lection '\Vith 
land sdtlement. \Ye can onlv take lessons 
regarding what has been don0 cl:::cwhero as 
an pncouragcmcnt to us. Canada, in the 
settlement of hn public land,, is to a largo 
<',):tOll~ practieall~- eompet.it:g \Yiih us fc•r the 
\cr., hest blood antl the very brst t,-pc of 
Britishers. HoVI arc wo likely to got these. 
;.,L'tt1f'rs unless the circun1stnncef' aro n1ore 
favourable and better and there arc gTeater 
OPl~ortunitit'S- of richer n~\Yard? H<'W are 
\Ye likely to compete wi h them and givc the 
.;dtl<'rs thec~e opportunites under the lcgis
latjon \Y(' ha ye? Fron1 the Canadian "Year 
flook" of 1921 a verv fme idea of the sPitle
nlcnt which has bee nu taking place in Canada 
in recent years eau be obtained. Th0 great 
bulk of tho be' t settkment has lwen brought 
a hont under the homestead area system. Alto
gether. lhn induccn1ents ofl'cr0ci by Canada 
arc superior to anything we are offering. so 
that tho mcccss we wish for from our efforts 
is not likely to be achieved. On page 775 
of the Canadian "Year Dook'' it is sta!cd-

" Public Lands-Dominion Lands.
Thc Crown lands of tlw Dominion of 
Canada are oituated (a) in the prairie 
provinces CManitoba. Saskatchewan, and 
Alberta), (b) in a belt of 20 miles on 
either side of th8 main line of the 
Canndinn Par-ific Railwav known as the 
Dominion Hailwav belt of British 
Columbia. and (c) in u block in Northern 
British Columbia. containing 3,500,000 
acres, known as the Peace Hivcr Block. 

"Every por on ,,-ho is the sole hl,ad 
of a familv and cvcrv male who has 
attained the age of eighteen years ancl is 

Mr. U. P. Barnes.1 
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a British subject, or declares his inten
tion to become a British subject. is 
entitled to apply for entry for a homo
stead. Lands arc ]aid out in townships 
of thirtv-six sections; each sec· ion con
tains 640 acres, and is d i vidcd into 
quarter sections of 160 acres. A quarter 
section of 160 acres m a v be obtained a-< 
a homestead on payment of a foe of 
10 dollftrs and fulfilment of certain con
ditiOns of residence and cultivation. To 
qualify for the issue of the patent a 
settler must have resided on his home
stead for at least six monlhs every three 
years, must have erected a habitable 
house theroon. and must have at least 
30 acres of his holding broken, of which 
30 acres mu't be uoppcd. A reduction 
may be made in the area of breaking 
where the land is diflicult to cultivate on 
account of 8crub or st ono. Provision is 
!lladc for resi"lcnce in the vicinity on 
cort.~ in condjtions, in whjch case the area 
of cultivation 1nust bo increased." 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: That is done by the 
railway cmnpanies. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES : This particular case 
has nothing to do ,,·ith raihnty con1panies, 
but I kuow that geiwrally railway companies 
have a great d~al to do with it--

" In addition to the surveyed area 
there arc large tracts of land in the 
northern parts of these Jll'OYinccs which 
have as yet been explored in a vcr:· 
partial "ay. The total area of this 
unsurve,l'ed trad is 285,362.~89 acres, of 
which 22,384,720 acres arc water-covered. 
Reports on the rpsourrcs and develop
mt..,ni:.; of Manitoba, Saskatchevvan, and 
AI borta have bN'H issued by the ="a i ion a] 
R<',omces Intelligence B;·anch of the 
Department of the Interior, some of 
·which are as follovvs :-" 

Then it goes on to show the various areas. 
H i6 really too laic to make extensive quo
tations from this work. although I think no 

· apology is ncce5sary for going into matters 
thoroughly when mbjccts of such grave 
importance are being brought before the 
House. I know thal the House would like 
to rise, but I am not going to fall into line 
out of defercuce to the feelings of hon. 
membNs in that respect-

" In !he calendar vcar 1921 the tot a! 
number of ord in a rv · homestead entries 
for lands of tho D'ominion Government 
was 7 346. as compared with 5.435 in 
1920, 6.623 in 1919. 4.378 in 1918. 8. 768 in 
1917, 12.568 in 1916, 17,532 in 1915." 

Under the heading "Homestead Entries" 
in Mauitoba, the figurb are decidedly 
interesting. It gives the nationalities of 
those who havp ta kun up homesteads. and 
it is pleasing to know that a very largo 
Pnmh0r of holdings han; been taken up by 
Canadians who h;n-e returned to Canada. 
Also I notice that in the year 1921 Americaus 
to the n]Jmbor of 1,072 took up homesteads 
and English people to the numbc•r of 821. 
Altogctlwr tho investigations into land sdtlo
mcnt in Canada arc so extrcrncl 1: sa•isfactorv 
that it loads one to say we might well copy 
the example which Canada has s _t :ts regards 
peopling her country. I mention those facts 
to indicate how vcn- popular and at· ractiYe 
the homc''tead srttlemcnt conditions arc to the 
people. It seems to indicate to me that, unles.l 

[ :fh·. G. P. Barnes. 

we ran work on linos Yerv similar to what is
being done in Canada-atic1 I 1 ake it that our 
big interest is that our people iu Australia 
should take up our lands aud people them 
with onr O\Vll nationalitv-u.nlc_,s \VC can do 
son1cthing YPl'\ ~upcrio~· to that which is 
offered in this Bill and that which was pre
viouslv before this House-we are not going 
to achieve the succc-s which any ardent 
lovc1' of his country desires. 

I maintain again that the Bill bdoro the 
House should not be acceptable to the people 
of Queensland. It is socialistic lo a degree. 
and it is not going to briug about the settle
ment of a happy and contented pcopl<' such 
as we do'_,ire. 

Hon. F. T. J3RENKAN interjected. 

Mr. !i. P. BARC'JES: Why should they 
nol· be happy? It may be a matter of no 
concern to the hon. gentleman whether .a 
mau is contented or not. All he wants IS 

to ha vc some man supplyi11g an article that 
may be made to his own order and carryi,ng 
out his own despotic ideas and thus become 
a more chattel. This side is not out for that 
kind of thing. We arc out for the settl.e
ment of a contented people, and I mamtam 
that the proposals of the Government i_n 
the Bills tha.t have been brought before this 
House are distinctly unsatisfactory and are 
not going- to achieve the purpose which they 
S'-'emingly have i11 view-the peopling of the 
country by men of our kith and kin from 
""broad. The Government would do well to
takC' into consideration again their proposal, 
and s0cing that \Ve have such a n1agnificont 
ere~ of land now being m1de available for 
sdtlcment, if a trial is to be made of their 
ideas, let it be on a small scale, but by a!I 
means follow the mode of settlement which 
has proved so satisfactory in the past and 
which has made Queensland the snccess it 
has been. 

Mr. DK\CO)[ (Cunningham): I do uot 
desire to take up the time of the House very 
long, because fO n1uch haf-l been said on a 
similar measure that it is difficult to say 
rrr.vthing new. I do not want to take up 
th.;' position of being a critic of tho Bill, 
but I look at the matter from the point 
of view of the State. Is it going to be a 
success for the State? I also look at it from 
the selectors' point of view. Are they going 
to make a success there? I am not afraid 
that the se' tiers will not do very well under 
this measure. I think the;- will make a good 
thing while the money lasts, but I very much 
doubt whether it will be a good thi11g for the 
State. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You should not reflect on 
the future settlers. 

Mr. DEACO)[: I am not reflecting on the 
fnture settlers. Hon. members on thr_~ 
Government side seem to look on the onli
nary settler as a fool. He is not a fool. 

Hon. F. T. BREN:-<A:-1: Do you a,v lw is a 
"crook''? 

1tir. DEACON: fie it5 not a •• cl'ook," but 
he is a 1nan who is quite cnpable of looking· 
n fter hirnsclf, and, if \V~ are going- to offer 
him something onl CJf which he c·nn do vcr:,· 
well. he will do we11 out of it. Thi;; IS not 
realh a new kind of schcn1c-it is a variation 
of th~ "New Aus1ralia" scheme. The l\'Iinister. 
wben ho has had expcriu;ce of t ht~ sct1_lP1nPnt 
under this scheme, will have a truer 1doa of 
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human nature than he has at the prr·sent 
t~me. lie is going to pw a suvcr\-~6nr on the 
settlement with almost the power of a Czar. 
That officer is to have fuil •control ol' the 
v.•hole ccttlcment. He is g-oin" to pick the 
settlers and take them up there, and. if they 
do not obey orders, he can discharge them. 
The settlers arc to have a large sum of money 
advanced to them-up to £1.000 in eo.ch case. 
\Vhethcr the;,• have a11y money of their own 
or not they can draw £1,000. 

Mr. CARTER: That i& not in the Bill-you 
exaggerate. 

Mr. DEACON: It is in the Bill. Ho:1. 
members opposite do not know the Bil'. I 
wish some of them would read the Bill, as 
it would do them good. The settlers arc; not 
going to be free farmers all the time, and 
they are not going to be free workic:g men
that will be the ellect of the Bill. 'J o a eer
tain extent when this measure is being 
administere-d the settlers will make their own 
way and get a different result out of the 
RC·ttlement t> what the i\linistcr inte21ds. 

There i:'; a departure here from thl~ 
ordinary principles ol land ;cttlc-rne:;t. If 
anybody has a dispute with the supervisor he 
can appeal to the Land Court where one 
r"lcmber is ".itting, but he cannot appeal rtgain 
to the full Land CourL. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1:LTCRE : Do you 
want him to go to the Privy CoivlCil? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. DEACOX: :!'\n, hut you mig.ht fellow 
him to appeal to the lull Land Court. Thct·e 
is no reason for making P now dcp<irture like 
that. I notice that the \1.inistcr td<cs greater 
l":nvcr than any other Mini~tcr h<:~s E-ver 
taken, inasmuch as he ca.n declare ar;y of the 
land to be a forect. area. I can tell him what 
will happen. It does r.ot matter whether 
there is a ouperviRor o1· not, any settler will 
do just what he likes v;tth the timber. The 
l.V.1inister mav order him to cnt it down, but 
he will not do it; be will only eul: down what 
he likes. I am quite sure that the :Vlini>ter 
is not going to be able to reserve any salable 
ti1nbcr on auy area <tftor it is once select :d 
and say that it belongc to the Crmvn. It will 
belong to Lite sett:er-tLe l\1ini;;tcr can wake 
e-ure of t.hat. 

The Minister is going to be a sort of 
fairy godfather to these settlers. He thinks, 
no doubt. that he is gDing to help them, but 
it is possible that the settlers may tell him 
that he is a sort of mild tyrant. He may 
become ono. He may be forced into the 
position of having to exercise tyranny over 
them. He is making an agreement with them 
to finance them and lend them a good deal 
of money without much s0curity, and some of 
them may not be successful. Is he going to 
get rid of them? If he is, .he will have to 
take a prett:.· strong hand, and in dDing that 
he must remember that he ·,·:ill strike public 
opinion in that district pretty hard, because 
all the other settlers arc going to sympathise 
with the man "·ho is up against real trouble 
with the Government. lt is a difficult matter 
for anybody to keep settlers anywhere up to 
the mark. Take the conditions imposed on 
settlers with respect to prickly-pear. They 
are impo.,ed on every settler in prickly-pear 
dietricts, but very few of them keep them. 
Other conditions arc imposed on them, but 
they are mrdific-d according to the selector's 
position. The same thing is going tn happen 

in this case. Of course some of the men will 
be all right. The Minister will probably get 
30 per cent. of good selectors and he will not 
have am· bother with them at all. The others 
will take his money; so long as there is £1,000 
to be drawn thev will draw it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
why they want a supervisor. You have given 
the real reason for it. 

Mr. DEACON: I am not going to say that 
thoro is no need for a supervisor when the 
Minister is going to lend them £1,000 with 
very little security. There will be nothing to 
sell. The Minister will find that a percentage 
of the settlers will not be able to make a 
success of their farms-not because they are 
not triers, bnt because they are not fitte-d for 
the work. 'I'hcre is al wa•. s a percentage of 
that kind of selector on any settlement, and 

the Bill makes no provision as 
[10.30 p.m.] to how the liabilities of those 

selectors are going to be met. Are
they going to be added to the value of the 
land? If men get into a position that they 
are £200 • o £300 in debt, then is that going 
to be loaded on to the land ? The next man 
who comes a1ong will have a clearer bit of 
land than the other holder had before him. 
If that does occur, then the Minister will 
have a block of land that is overloaded, and 
he will have to write off some of that liability. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: You must have indi· 
gestion to be saying all those things. 

Mr. DEACON: With all this land settle
ment the Minister will have indigestion. In 
fact he will be lucky if ho gets oti so light. 
The Minister has power under the Bill to 
commence any bu,iness enterprise, and he will 
be lucky to get off with just indigeotion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I will 
make a very fine profit out of timber, 

Mr. DEACON: The settlers arc not going 
to get any benefit from the sale of the timber. 
The final result of the settlement must be that 
there will be a certain writing down of the 
liability. I do not see any provision in the 
Bill exempting the settlers from the liability 
incurred by a settler who could not make a. 
'ucccss of his block. I wish the settlers luck. 
When the Minister is finished with . he settlers 
he will have a different idea of the business 
iLtelligcnce of the ordinary bushrnan and the 
farmer than he has at the present time. 

Mr. PEASE (H erbert): I beg to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

MAIN ROADS ACT AMENDMENT BILL, 

DISCHARGE OF ORDER FOR THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. \V. McCormack, Uai1·ns): I beg to 
illOVU-

"That this Order bo discharged from 
the paper and the Bill be recommitted 
for the purpose of -reconsidering clause 3; 
and further, that, when the Bill is 
reported. the third reading may be then 
proceeded with." 

Question put and passed. 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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REco;vrMITTAL. 

(.~ir. Jiirn·an, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The• SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to 
moyo the omission in clause 3, page 3, of the 
words-

" The loc<tl anthority within whose 
area permanent improvements have been 
created on a developmental ,road shall 
pay to the Treasury annually for a 
period of twenty years an amount cqnal 
to one-half of the interest payable on 
the total cost of such permrtnent improve· 
rnents; and the rate of such interest shrtll 
be fixed b:;· the Governor in Council, but 
shall not exceed the rate charged to local 
authorities at the time when the works 
were executed as interest on ordiuary 
loans. 

"All such sums shall be payable by 
local authorities at the time and in the 
n1anner prescribed. 

" Prm·ided that where two or more 
local authorities arc b0nefited by the 
construction of a developmeutal road the 
provisions of the Main Hoads Act in 
regard to benefited areas shall apply. 

" The ccrtifica to of the Board a' to the 
a1nount due U1Jder thi::; section fron1 any 
local authority shall be co!lclusive 
evidence of the facts therein stated," 

·with a view to inserti11g the '\rords-
" The local authority within whose 

area pcnnancnt improvetnenb have becu 
created on a developmental road shall, 
subject to the next succe0ding proyisiou. 
pay to the Trcao;o,ury nnnually for a period 
of tvoenty years an an1-ount equal i..o one
half of the interest pa:.'able on the total 
cost of such permanent improvements; 
and the rate of sueh inten.st shall be 
fixod by the Govcn:or in Council, bnt 
shall not Pxcccd the rat<· charged to local 
authorities at the time when the works 
·were executed as interest on ordinary 
loRllS: 

"Provided that where permanent 
improvements he,vc been created on a 
developmental road \vhich lies \Vithin 
the areas of two or more local autlwrtics, 
the amounts on which interc t as afore
said is to be calculated as payal•lc by 
each local authority benefited may, if 
the Board thinks proper, be fix<•d not on 
the total cost of such improvcm('nts in 
each rc:;;pcctivo area. but in proportion 
to the benefit which the whole of such 
i1nprovetnonts ha:--: conferred on each 
area, notwithstan-ding· that no part of 
surh improvement~ has b~,cn created in 
one or !11oro of surh nrcas. 

" All Bums by ay of interest payable 
under thie section shall he payable by 
local authorities at the time and in the 
mnnncr prf'S{'riLed. 

"The certificate of the Board as to 
the amount due under this section from 
anv local authorilv shall be conclusive 
evidence of the factc therein stated." 

That meets the question raised by the hon. 
member for Logan. It is correct that a 
developme,'tal road might be built through 
one shire which will really serve other local 
authority areas. and the shire through ,,-hich 
the roa,d was built would hayo to pay the 
whole of the interest on the road :cnd the 

[Hon. TF. JJ1cConnack. 

whole of the upkeep. Under this provision 
for benefited areas, the area hr>neflted will 
h<no to pay its proportion of the interest 
«ncl cost of upkeep. 

Amendment (Jir. l>IcCormack) agreed to. 
Clause 3, as ainondod, put and passrd. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAJR)IAN reported the Bill with a 

further amendment. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(I-Ion. vV. I\lcCormack, Cairns): I bog to 
n10ve-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at 10.40 p.rn. 




