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WEDNESDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bortram, M•aree), 
·took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QuESTIONS. 

CoMPARISON cF E~IPLOYEES AND TRAIN :MrLEs, 
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT, 1913-1914 AND 1922-
1923. 

1\lr. CORSER (JJurnctt), in the absence of 
Mr. Morgan (Jfurilla), asked the Secretary 
for Railwa: s-

. " 1. Has the information been compiled 
m respect to emplovPef. in the RailwaY 
Department, asked" for on 24th J uh" 
1923? ", 

" 2. If ,,o, will he supply same to the 
Houso'f" 

The SECH.ETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
.{Hon. J. Larcnmbo, J1. eppcl) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. c0th June, 1923-

l)ermnncnt cnp1oyecs 
Tcn1porary ctnplo)'cc" 

Total 
30th June, 1914-
~~crmancnt on1ployecs 
lcn1porary oruployecs 

Total 

13.833 
3,005 

16,838 

11,763 
3,202 

14,965 

"The prinf'ipal reaso11s for the increase 
are the reduction of hours since the 
·establishment of tlw Arbitration Court, 
and also the fact that 1.335 additional 
miles oi Htihvay are no\v in opPration. 
The nmnber of men per mile of lino is 
,as under. viz.:-

1922-23 
1913-14 

,, THAI); JY1ILES. 
1922 23 
191314 

2.85 
3.27 

10.917,584 
11,346,334 

" Thr.> reduction tn tr.ain n1ile1ge is 
principally duo to the introduction of 
hcaYy C'n.£rincs, ]e;;ser live-stock traffic, 
dosur·o of the mines, revised time-tables, 
etc." 

MrKISTERIAL TRAYELLING ExPEKSES. 

Mr. COHSER (Burnett), in the absence 
·of Mr. Morg·au (Ji urillu), asked the Pre
l'lliCr-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
thP follo\\'ing •rnoti!on, carried unani
rrwu:-;1v bv nwtnb0rs of the LPo-islatiYC 
Assen;bi:-' ·on 1st September, 192l-

That there should be laid upon the 
table of the House a return showirw 
tit<> amount paid or incurred bv th~ 
Stat ·. in respect to tho trav'elling 
l'Xp('ll~P~ of each individual member 
of the Ministry during the years ended 
30th June, 1910, 1911, 1912, 1913, 1914, 
1915. 1916. 1917, 1918. 1919, 1920, 1921? 
"2. I he aware that this question 

was asked on 19th October 1921-
\\'hcn will the information be avail

able in respect to the travelling 
cxpC>n:"cs of 1\finisters, in accordance 
with the motion that was carried hv 
the House some weeks ago? • 

"And replied to by him as follows:-
I cannot say positively when it wi!l 

be available. but the information rs 
being compiled, :end I hope to have it 
tabled before the se'";ion closes. 
'' 3. h he alw aware that on 6th 

July, 1922, in reply to a similar question, 
he stated-

The information will be supplied as 
early as pc-,siblc. 
" Also on 16th August, 1922, in reply 

to an inquiry as to when the informa
tion would 'ue available, tho Premier 
replied-

I will make inquiries and inform the 
hon. rnen1bcr. 
" Likowi>e. on 28th September, 1922, 

in reply to this question-
Have the figures in respect to Minis

terial travc1ll1Jg expenses, in accordance 
with the motion carrietl unanimously 
by this IIouse, vet been prepared? If 
so, ·doe.:! the ho;l. gentlctnan intend to 
gin' the infonna lion to the House? 
" TG which thP Premier rPplied-

The information has not vet been 
supplied to me. ·when the motion 
was passed, instructions \vero given to 
the AuditDr-General, and officers were 
put on to compile the information, but 
the flgures have not been received. 
" Also, in reply to the follmvin[\' ques

askcd, without notice, on 4th October, 
1922:-

Is it the intention of the Premier, 
before the llow;c rioes. to place on the 
table of the House the return asked 
for by the hon. member for }lurilla 
in connection with }linisterial travel
ling- expenses? 
" He replied-

The return has not yet been pre· 
sented to mP. and I am unable to table 
it. This will be the last opportunity 
of doing it this ~es.:-~ion. The tnatter 
has been in the hands of the depart
ment to collect the stati,tics, hut, for 
son1P rea-;on, it has not been com
pletecl. 
"4. Will he inform the IIouse if the 

information is now availa blc; and if so, 
will he disclose it to the I-Iouse '! 

"5. If not available, will he censure 
the Audit Department for failing to carry 
out his instructions, and also inform the 
House \\·hy his instructions wore 
ignored?" 

The PHE-:\J:IER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
('hiilu_qoc) replied

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Yes. 
"3. Ye'. 
" 4. I su1rgest the hon. member raise 

the question when the Estimates are 
being discussed. 

"5. S€', answer to No. 4." 

PuBLICATIOX oF INFORMATI0:-1 REGARDIKG 
MARKET PRICES OF PRIMARY PRODUCTS. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wirle Bay) asked the 
Secretary for J.griculture and Stock-

" To enable the primal'!' producers to 
get the latest information concerning the 
market ,·alue of produce, will he cause 
steps to be taken, as was suggested by 
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me in the House this session, to have full 
information supplied an<:! posted up from 
<ime to time at railway stations in coun
try districts, thus giving farmers an 
opportunit.r to dispose of their produce 
at the highest market value?" · 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gi!lies, Eacham) replied-

" The satisfactory marketing of primary 
;_,reduce is one of the main questions 
which the Council of Agriculture have on 
hand. It is the duty of district agents 
who are m constant communication with 
the Central Council to advise farmers in 
this matter. One of the chief functions 
of the official organ of the Local Pro
ducers' Association is dissemination of 
information on this subject, and it is 
expected that every farmer in Queensland 
reads the 'Qqeensland Producer.' The 
Bill forecasted in the Governor's Speech 
wili enable the carrying out of a vigorous 
policy of co-operative marketing, a much 
more important matter than advising 
what prices are ruling." 

CONSTR1'CTION OF LIGHT RAILWAY FROM 
GOOMERI TO J\1ANUl\iBAH. 

Mr. CLA YTO:\ (TT' irl e Bay) asked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

" Owing to the Minister having infor
mation from the Director of State Forests 
that there is 120,000,000 feet of matured 
pine, in addition to a large quantitv of 
hardwood, on Crown land at lUanunibar, 
and the fmancial position of the Goyern
ment is such that funds are not available 
at present to connect this rich and heavilv 
timbered land by a light railway to 
Goomcri, will he giv c consideration to 
the recent offer made on behalf of the 
Timber Merchants'. AsJociation to con
struct the line; or. if not, is he prepared 
to allow the Forestry Department to enter 
into an agreement wi1h the Timber Mer
chants' Association to do m, and thus 
keep the sawmills in the Wide Bay di•<
trict supplied with timber and fin<:! 
employmcut for many workers?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. \V. McCormack, Cairns) replied-

" Tlw Government consider that loan 
expenditure on railways no~Y under con~ 
struction i>o sufficiently heavy, and will 
not agree to any further commitments. 
The financial position has nothing to do 
with the matter. The poliev of the 
Governrnent is against the collstruction 
of private railways." 

PERSONAL EXPLA~ATION. 
Mr. HAR'l'LEY (Fit-ray) : Mr. Speaker,
desirc to make a personal explanation with 

reference to a paragraph which appeared 
in the '' Courier" this morning. 

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member for Fitzroy be 
allowed to make a personal explanation? 

HoxoURABLE ME1IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HARTLEY: The paragraph referred 
to concerns the deputation from the Book
makers' Association that came to the House 
last ni~ht to interview the Attorney-General 
regarding the proposed tax on bett'ing. The 
part of the paragraph I wish to refer to is 

[2Vlr. Hartley. 

misleading, and I will just read the extract. 
It says-

" It was ascertained that members of 
the deputation had endeavoured to see a 
prominent Labour member and ox-alder
man, who. however, successfully dodged 
them, so it was stated, by a rapid exit 
into an adjacent corridor." 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: A wise man. (Laughter.) 

Mr. HARTLEY: When the deputation 
came to the House a card was brought to 
me by Mr. Solomon, the secretary of the 
Bookmakers' Association. I went down to 
see him, and he said that he wished to see 
the hon. member for Fortitud0 Valley, but 
could not see him. I told him that the hon. 
member for Fortitude ValleY was not in the 
House. but that I would m~ko sure. I went 
and asked the Government "\Vhip" where 
the hon. member for Fortitude V alley was, 
and he aesured me that the hon. member £m
Fortitude Valley was not in the House, as 
he had " paired" with the hon. member for 
Albert. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 

Mr. HARTLEY: The statement of the 
"Courier" \YOu1cl make it appear that, vvhen 
I told J\fr. Solomon the hon. mernher for 
Fortitude Valley was not in the IIouse, I was 
lying to him. The li<· was the othPr way. 
The hon. member for Fortitude V alley did 
not dodge into the corridor, and what I said 
to ::Yir. Solomon was absolutely conect. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Ml'. IIARTLEY: The next part of the 
paragraph I \Vant to refer to i~ this-

" The deputation retired into one of 
the con1n1ittce-roorns and had a long con
versation with two wdl-known Labour 
members behind closed doors." 

(Opposition laughter.) I asked the deputa
tion to be seated iu one of the cormnittoe
rooms while I took their request to the 
Attorney-General. I 'ubsequently returned 
and gave thPm the reply of the Attorney
General after having a conYersation with him 
in relation to the matter on which they wished 
to interview the hon. gentcernan. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! The 
hon. momlwr is going out·,.ide the limits of a 
pers9nal explanation. 

:vir. JIAR'TLEY: A., I am entirely respon
sible for the incident on which the parag.raph 
is founded. I csk for an extcn··ion of tho indul
~ence of the Chair to make the explanation 
as it seems to me it ought to be made. 

Mr. KERR: Did you take them in to have 
a drink? (Laughter.) 

Mr. HARTLEY: The next portion of the 
paragraph I wish to refer to is this-

" The members of the deputation, who 
nnmben,d under a dozen-after 8 o'clock 
-,ubsequcnth· refreshed themselves at the 
parlituncntary bar.'' 

(Opposition laughter.) That is the mongrel 
type of journalism of this paper. It gives 
the impression t.hat the bookmakers after 
8 o'clock-after the ordinary closing hours 
of hotds-went to tho refreshment bar and 
had what they wanted. That is entirely 
erroneous. They went to the :visitors' room 
as my guests. at my request, under the ordi
nary rules of the refreshment-room. 

Mr. KERR: What did they have to .drink? 
A GOVERN11EKT MEMBER: They had tea. 
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Mr. HARTLEY: The statement made by 
the "Courier" that they went to the refresh
ment bar to have a drink is absolutely 
incorrect. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed:- ' 

Report of the Commissioner of Prices for 
the year ended 30th J uno 1923 

Report .of the Inspector of Hospitals for 
the Insane for 1922. 

Report upon the operations of the sub
departments of Aboriginals, Dunwich 
Benevolent Asvlum, Inebriates In
stitution (Dunwich), Jubilee Sana
to}·ium for Consu.mptives (Dalby), 
\\ ostwood Sanatormm Government 
Relief, Ho':!" for Epil~ptics (Willow
burn), l'risons and Diamantina 
Hospital for Ch~·onic Diseas~'s (South 
Brisbane). 

UPPER BURJ\'ETT AND CALLIDE LAND 
SETTLEMENT BILL. 

SECOND READIXG-RESU~iPTION OF DEBA~"E. 

Mr. CARTER (PoTt Curti,): It gives me 
a great deal of pleasure to riso to resume 
the debate, as I am ver:v well acquainted 
w1th tho arc" of land under discussion. 
Moreover, I have made mvsel£ frtmiliar 
with tlw details of the Bill, \vhich I i:hink 
an excellent measure. I have gone to s0mc 
trouble to read up old Diiis and to studv 
the methods under which la'lld was sc·ttlod 
under past Government'. and I am S>ttisfied 
that the present Bill is very complinwntarv 
With respect to the attention given by t.h~ 
1\hm,ter "ho IS 111 charge of it. TTnder 
tbe old method of land settlement there was 
no inquiry into the character or finance' of 
the person that was to be settled upon the 
lar;cl. Land was made available sometimes 
for tho purpose of . giving cheap land in 
large areas to t.ho fnends of those in power 
at 2s. 6d: an. acre. This led to a grcett deal 
of land JObbi~g, and in many cases to cor
rnptton 111 t.ae "\Y'ay of dumn1,~ ing. No 
attempt was ma.do to snpplv the pr•oplo 
w1th the reqmrement-, of an ordinary sctilcr; 
they wore dumped :1pon the land, sonwtinH's 
nnles from the rmlway. No attempt wa.s 
made to get them m touch with railwayc or 
to g:Ive them roads, and they lucd to struggle 
on 111 • the best way they could. I h:we in 
rny J?llld the settlers in the Mount Larcom 
chstrJCt. some of thorn as far as 15 and 16 
mdes back fro~? the railwav. Ko attempt 
wa> made to give them roads. 

l\1r. CoRSF~R: I moved for a railw<ty twice 
for them. 

Mr. CARTER: Thev had to make their 
own ro:tds to get thci1· produce to mnrkct. 
"-!''1 had to do their best under adverse 
circumstances: What applies to Mount 
L,~rcom · applw~ to many other plac:Je. In 
this Bdl proYiswn is made, not only to 
ch?ose the ng-ht settlor-the person best 
otPt.ed for the land-but to "give every oppor
iumty to that settler to mako a living upon 
the land. A very short time ago. and even 
at the prc,ent time, this area of country 
that we are proposmg to make av:tilable 
for settlement was returning to the GoYern
me~t a rent of. about ~d. per acre-land 
of first-class quality. I have seen land much 

inferior to this sold in the Mount Gambier 
district, in South Australia, 300 miles away 
from a market, at £50 an acre. 

Mr. KERil: That was profiteering. 

Mr. CARTER: It may have been. The 
patriots of South Australia were selling- it 
to the Government to sell to the soldiers 
at £50 an acre to grow barley upon. We 
are told by hon. members opposite that this 
land would be dear at £6 and £7 per acre! 
I am satisfied, with mv knowledge of the 
Upper Burnett areas, that much of the land 
wdl require very little to prepare it for 
the plough. It is superior as arable land, 
and will produce a variety of crops that the 
land of South Australia will not produce; 
and then we are told that it is dear land. 
We have the spectacle of South Australian 
sc'hlers coming up to the Gladstone district 
to buy the Littlernere estate, in the Boyne 
V alley, and giving £12 or £13 p8r acre for 
land that will require n.n expenditure of 
from £25 to £3() to prepare it for ploughing. 
That is heavily timbered river flats, which 
have in many cases been ringbarked, but 
,, hi eh arc still covere-d with heavy timber, 
mostly big trees. Anyone who is acquainted 
wi t:h the preparation of land for the settler 
will know that such an area. as this cannot 
be prepared for less than £25 to £30 per acre. 
That means that it will cost £42 or £43 per 
a~re before this land is ready for the plough. 
'i c.t we ar0 told by hon. members on the 
other side of the l;hamber that the land in 
th'l Upper Burnett at 1s. or ls. 2d. per acre 
fl''" annum will be dear lrtnd. 

l\'ot a great time ago I saw land sold on 
the Tweed River for £120 an acre for the 
purpow of grc.wing a crop that the land is 
entirely unsuited for. Hon. members on the 
Opposition 'idc tell us that the proper way 
would be to sell this land and allow it to get 
into the hands of land-jobbers-sell it at a 
low price, build a railway to it, and then let 
the land-jobben charge the public an immense 
prilo for the use of it. That is what has 
happened in the pa't all along our railway 
lmes. We find miles a.YJd miles of railway 
through land which the past Government 
alienated before the railw a: was built; so 
to-da.y people who are land hungry-who 
want land to cultivate-c1nnot obtain land 
along our railway lines at a suitable price. 
On the Blackall Range land was sold at 2s. 
6d. an acre prior to the building of the 
railway lino, and I have seen land in that 
district in a virgin state, with the standing· 
scrub upon it, sold at £17 and £18 an acre. 
Then we are told bv hon. members on the 
other side that the ;ight way to settle land 
is to sell the land and build a railway after
wards. Such a system has two results-first, 
it keeps the land out of use, and, secondly, it 
prevents the people who desire to use it 
from using it. I listened with a good deal 
of attention to the statement' of hon. mem
bers opposite, hoping-seeing that thi" is more 
or loss a non-party measure-that they would 
furnish some common-sense critif'isms. The 
criticism wa' of a carping nature. 

Mr. CORSER: I have al" a-,·s advocated the 
opening of this land. " 

Mr. CARTER: The hon. member for Bur
nett .truly says he has always advocated the 
openmg of this area for settlenHJ!lt, Ho 
desires to see the land settled, but his ctiti
cism of the Bill was of a carping 11ature. 
There was not one useful suggestion in the 
whole of his remarks. 

Mr. CoRSER : The Minister did not say so. 

Mr. Ca1·ter.j 
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Mr. CARTER: He started out condemning 
the provision for finding water for these 
people. If water is found for irrigation pur· 
pose,;. he thinks 1 he settlers ought to pay for 
rt, but if \\a tor is found for stock, then they 
ought not to pay for it. That is the attitude 
he takes up. If the Government perform 
some work upon an area and produce a 
value in it, i1 is only common sense that the 
people who uce that land should pay for the 
value conferred upon it. It is true that 
when wo construct railways and roads, w~ 
ndd the value generally to the cost of the 
land, and we dispose of the land after add· 
ing these 'a lues a,( the enhanced price or 
enhanced rental. That is a common-sense 
thing to do. Personally, I agree with the 
hon. member for Murilla that it would not 
be an unwise thing to provrde water in much 
the ~amc way as we provide railways and 
roads, but so.ncthing very similar to that is 
being done. The Government arc taking the 
r<'sponsibility of finding water, and are not 
charging the failure, but only charging the 
succe"(", So vou sRe that the man who 
really gets water on his land will get what 
he requires, and will only be required to pay 
for what he gets. The hon. member, of 
course, wantcJ something else. The leader 
of the Counb'j party opposed the opening of 
this land for closer s<>ttloment, and so did 
the hon. member for Murilla. 

Mr. VOWLES: In tho"e areas. 

Mr. CARTER: They said this land is 
unsuitable. One hon. member of the Country 
party tolls lB that it is an ideal area fo'r 
dosor settlement, \•,"hile other members of 
the Country party, who are entirely ignorant 
of the area, tell us the very reverse. It is 
no disgrace not to know an area of country, 
but hon. members should not talk about it 
unless they do know something about it. 
The leader of the Country party is not 
familiar with the whole of the Upper Burnctt 
countrv. nor is the hon. member for Murilla. 
They discussed it more or lecos in the dark. 
ThPy therefore were hostile to the opening 
of this area for closer settlement purposes. 

Mr. VOWLES: They have been through the 
area. 

Mr. CARTER: The Minister has been to 
the trouble of carefully travelling over that 
area and carefully inspecting it. He not only 
has paid a groat deal of attention to a very 
useful Bill. but he has made himself entirely 
familiar with the features of the country that 
the Bill is intended to settle. I sav that it 
is a very great compliment to the Minister, 
and he desorv0s a great deal of praise and 
credit for the scheme. The hem. member for 
Burnott was vcrv much opposed to this settle· 
ment because tlie Government did not offer 
freehold to the people. 

Mr. CoR~.ER: I was not opposed to the 
sC'ttlement; I offered reasonable suggestions. 

Mr. CAR'I'ER: One of tlw greatest curses 
in regard to land settlement has been the 
frpchold tenure. As I have previously 
p0intcd out. land in the Boyne Valley 
which harl onh· been improved by ring· 
barking. anrl which was sold for 2s. 6d. an 
acre originally, the other day fetched £12 
or £13 an acre; and so it hao been in other 
cases. Tho,·e are scores of places in Queens· 
land whore you will see the spectacle of 
dQraying f:Clf'ctors' houses, because the areas 
w0rc sold at 2s. 6d. an acre, er some small 
sum. and then fell into the hands of bigger 
holders, who pushed the small men out and 

[Jir. Carter. 

gradually got possession of the areas. I 
know of townships in Queensland where 
there can be nu settlement or progress 
bocauee big landowners have got hold of 
the land all round the townships, and are 
keeping people out. 'rhe object of land 
sdtlomcnt should be to put people on the 
land who will use it, and not abuse it. The 
land goes cut of use in many cases where 
it has been sold as freehold, and we find rt 
growing all kinds of vegetable pests and 
lH•coming the home of ammal pests, because 
these people cannot devote the time to cle>:r· 
ing· it. Then, again, hon. member!' opposite 
object to thll size of the areas whiCh are to 
be given to oettlors under thi·" scheme. I am 
satisfied, from my knowledge of that Ycry 
rich country, that if rt man gets 160 acrps of 
arable land, he ls going to get more land 
than his famil:c can use honestly. Many of 
the areas on ihe Darling Downs and other 
places which were opcnerl in big blocks have 
j a ken up the lives oi the people who got 
them in kePping down suckers and vegetable 
JWS!o, and they have not been able to devote 
their time to make a decent living from the 
land. I am satisfied that the man who gets 
as much land as he can honestly use, and 
nsps it, will do far better than the man who 
gets a larg8 di'ea of land and holds it out 
of use to his own detriment. Hon. mem
bers opposite talk about farming. How 
manv of them have ever farmed in their 
lives.! They may have tinkered with the 
land and muddled along in a hopeless 
fashion. (Opposition laughter.) The late 
kadcr of the Country party has farmed 
clients. 

Mr. CORSER: \Yhat do you know about 
farming? 

Mr. CARTER: I dare say that I know 
more about farming than any hon. member 
opposite. I \Vas reared on a farm and spent 
years on it-not farming tho way hon. 
members oppo,ite do, but farming scientifl· 
cally. 

An 0PPOSITJ0l>;" MEMBER : You farmed the 
farmer. 

C. fr. CARTER: IV c were alwaYs pro due· 
ing something on the land, getting some 
crops out of it, instead of having to keep 
down undergrovYth. 

This land in the T.:ppor Burnctt area, 
during the whole of the yearc und<'r past 
Governmenb. brought in a rental of ~d. per 
acre~-land which is within 100 miles of the 
best deepwa ter port on the coast of Aus
tralia. Then members of the Opposition, 
who are the remnallts of old 1oast Tor:, 
(}overnments--

1\lr. KIRWAN: The black labour party. 

Mr. C:\RTER: The fag-ends of old Tory 
parties-tell us they have handled land in 
a SPnsible and eomJnon-senso way. This land, 
which is onh 100 miles away from a good 
port, has a better rainfall than the Darling 
Downs, and is mow forti le and productive, 
only brought in a rental of ~d. per acre. 

Mr. VowLES: Do you believe that? 

Mr. CARTER: I know what I am talking 
about. It is proposed under this settlement 
scheme to give this land in usdul areas on 
which people ce,n make a good living. Hon. 
mPmbC'rs opposit<' talk about a living area. 
The other da;< I was talking to a farmer who 
was grumbling- about something, and I 
said, "\Vhat are ,ou dcini< ?" He said. " I 
am farrning." I said, "How many people 
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do you employ?" and he replied, "T\vo men 
and my son." I said, "·what area of land 
do you farn1 ?" and he said, "Twenty acres." 
This m a'! was. making a living off the land 
-employmg h1s son and two other men on 
20 acres-because he knew how to use it. 
'l'herefore, I sa~ that this land within 100 
mile, of a n1ngni:flcent ch~epvn-1t~r port, can 
bo used to such advantttgc that a family 
can make an cxccilent living off 160 acres. 

Hon. nwmbcrs on the other side have 
inquired as to the crops that can be grown. 
Tlus land has giVen a proof of what crops 
<:an be growu on it. Exce11ol1t wheat has 
been gTown on tho Upper Burnr·tt · excellent 
maize. cxcellPnt luf'crnr, Pxr-cllL'>nt potatoc~s 
have bPen grown. It is aho <'Xccllent cotton 
country. It i capnble of bciLg u Pd in the 
best way for daining purJ10SP ·. It is cap
able of corrymg sheep. Sheep have been 
grazed on it, and graz0 d .•ucccssfullv. I do 
not propo<e that it should be leased for 
sheep-grazing purposes, but I do believe in 
mixed farming. I believe that oYcry farmer 
\Yho has area t-nough to af1'ord it should 
have a few ~heep, and it is onlv bPcausc it 
is a dingo-infc.;icd area that lt doe·, not 
raise .sheep now. 

Mr. CoRSER: It is not a dingo~ infested 
area. 

Mr. C:\RTER: The hon. mcmbN does 
not know much abc,ut it if he talks like 
that. It is a dingo-infc-tcd area. 

Hon. members talk about the rainfalL 
The hon. member for l\lurilla, apparcnt,lv in 
a scientific wav, talked about evapor,{tion 
caused by the sun. He did llOt appear to 
In:ow . that the evaporai ion caused by the 
W111d 1;:; gre<1tcr than the evaporation caused 
by the sun-that there is evapora· 
hon 111 area:• where thrre con~tant \Yind, 
such as in s0mo of the SouthNn Stat0s, par
ticdarly in Souih Australia--"lwro they get 
much 1nore \VliH] than \VC' do-tlwn th0re is 
in area-; ,,·here there is not ~o 1nuch wind. 
So the hon. member thought he was talking 
good stuff when he spoke aiJn·'t 4 or 5 inches 
of evaporation cau"ccl by the sun. Evapo
ration caused b,- the suLl "ould account for 
a good deal more than thut in other parts 
of Australia. and the cvapora1ion caused by 
the wmd would be gTcatcr still. But we 
know that with proper tilth the evnporation 
-can be C'lH'C~~cd. Of cour~e, \Yhen thn surface 
is only tinkered 'Yil h-as hon. rncrnber;.; oppo
site who call thcmsch-es farmers tinker with 
it-then not much can be ob1ain< J from the 
·~oil, but hy c::rcful tilth ami preparation a 
great d0al of the rainbll \\·c get can be con
i5Crved. and I arn sa1·.,,fi('d thrt vcrv fc\v 
localities jn such arf'a8 a~ thn (~ppPr B'urnctt 
and prairie country will be injnl'<'d b,v long 
dr·onght-,. brcau~C' of tbc pn~,ihillt.y of con
scn-ing tlw rnillfall in the loose loamv soil 
of \Yhich it is compoocd. " 

Hon. members oppos·ite have told us that 
the soil is of poor quality. I would like to 
draw their attention to the statements of 
people who have made a careful ir"pcc1ion 
of the an•a. F'or in~tancr'. WP have Mr. 
Gullet, who was sent up thcro bv the Com
rnornvca lth authorities to In<! kP~ a careful 
investigation. I haYe heard that Mr. 
Bourne made an in~poction. I do not say 
that he is very much of an oxpcl't, but on 
on0 occ a f. ion he gave a very glrnvlng acrount 
of it. It is true that since then he has made 
a stat<'HH'nt quite contrary to the one he 
made preYiously, but a ma'n who makes one 

statement at one time and another statement 
later on is not ven reliable. \Vhen, how
ever, we find (,hat his first statonwnt is in 
favour of the area and is bacln•d up by 1he 
opinions of more comp.'tcnt auihoritics, then 
Ym can [}(']ieyc that the land is what it is 
said to bo. 

At 4 p.m., 

The Chairman of Committees (::M:r. Kirwan, 
Brisbane), relieved the Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. C \RTER: I am going to quote a few 
authoritiPs who bavc p<~:--- (•d opinions rcganl
ino; this land. \Vc have lH'cn told that the 
soil is not suited for ecd;J in purpo::-:e:". Let 
mt· quot~ th2 report b; Mr. J. C. Brcinnich, 
the Agricnlt ural Chemist of tho Department 
of Agriculture. In his report, v,hich appeared 
in tiH' " Ag1 icultural Journal " for ... \ovem
bcr, 1910, ha eaid-

.' Tov. ards the end of last year Crown 
Land Ranger A. E. \Vint"rbottom, under 
inst.ruction'-3 from the l;ndPr 6Pcrctary, 
Department of AgTicnltun) and Stock, 
Inadc a collection of soils frmn various 
parts ol the Upper Burnctt district. 

"The analyses of these soils have just 
been conjrlctcc1. 

"Tlw grpat rnujorit.Y arc found to be 
soils of exceptional! v high fcrtilitv. 
Tho amounts of 'lime. 'in which so 
n1any oi onr Quc~-nsland soils arc defi
cient, are in nearly ,,1! the sarnplcs 
analy6cd rr•HJtll'kably high, aud abo in 
a. Yery av._tilah]c foLnl." 

Tlwse sallJllk~ \H'l'O gaihored from a very 
6rattcn'd ar('a. 

In the '' c\gri<'ultnr.,l Journal for July, 
1911, there is an ar1ide bv 1\.It-. J. {', Brlin
nich and ::.1r. G. R. Pat'ten, in which the 
following ar>pcarecl :~ 

"The analvsrs of the ,;oils of the Uppor 
Bumdt di,trict Jlllhli ,!Jed in the :\ovt•m
ber number of the' Journal dn'w nttPnt.ion 
to tlw PxcPntion;J] fertilitv of tho di,trict, 
and thercf~re the furth<·;. ""llt>lc,; which 
WPl'f1 collcct£'d nnd :-:ubmittcd hv T. L. 
Rancroft a re of 11a rticn1 q r i ntt~rr .;t. as 
thPy UHlfirm tho preYiou·: ana1~."'1CS, 
sh{nving di~tinctly that the Unnrr Bur
nett should be one of the ri< ,rest and 
mo't fertile agTicultural di'1 rid' not onlv 
of Qn<'ClBlau;! but of Arbtmliu." " 

I do not tbink that. thnJ'P is nil'' hon. 111f'n1-

ber who \':ill not edmit 1hilt i\Ir. flriinnich 
is an authoritv on tht~ suLjc"t with which 
he is dealing and Jhat hA i,; quite ]'(']ia\)1£'. 
I have als~- a :;:tat<'ment fl'om an Article 
bv the special <'Orrcspondcnt of the "Tcle
gTaph," in its issue of 27th October, 1922. 
lie :::;ays~ 

"?vh. Suter particularlY drew atten
tion to thr 1·ich fir:3t-cla~s agricultural 
la!](h extendin~ alon~ the valle,-s of 
Callidc Bell'>, Kroo:nbit. Scoria. Gra
Yillia. 'and K,arihor C1 'Cks. OY<'r \Yhich 
thP Cotton D<>lf'g·ation pa<.:::RC'd. ThcBc arc 
all forest lands, genorall> ring-harked. 
Tlw soil is of a dark-brom1 alluvial 
nature. Y0l'Y rich, a1ld going clo,vn a 
con,iderablc depth. Those lands. \Yith 
a fair rainfall said :\Ir, Suter, wiii 
grow pradira11y anything. 

"It is strange that such beautiful 
lands shonld so long hav~ lain ir!lo from 
an agrienltural noint of vicw. Hundreds 
of fam;lies could be settled in tlw valleys 
of the creeks mentioned and on tlw ecrub 
lands in their vicinity, provided that the 

Mr. Carta.j 
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farms have access to a railwav line. 
Some of the higher second-class agri
cultural lands, and even the first-class 
grazing, could be utilised for fruitgrow
mg. 

" The whole of the valley of the Cal
lide is well "' atered by creeks and water 
courses, and in normal seasons there is 
an abundance of water throughout the 
valley. Numerous wells bavo been sunk 
in the cr<:>ek valleys, and from Drum
berle, in the south, to the Don River, in 
the north, water can ea<ily be obtained 
by sinking to a depth not exceeding 55 
feet." 

Then >ve are told about the difficulties in 
obtaining water. I would like to mention 
the opinion of one of the members of the 
Cotton Delegation. Mr. Crompton Wood, 
a member of the British Cotton Delegation, 
is thus reported in the " Daily Mail " of 
24th Octob0r, 1922-

" Mr. Crompton \Vood, of the British 
Cotton Delegation. told the special repre
sentative of the 'Daily Mail,' on arrival 
at Mr. E. J. McConnel's homo, Marsh
lands. in the South Burnctt, yesterday, 
that the trip had boon a revelation to 
him. 

" Tt wa-s, he said, a veritable Garden 
of Eden. 

'· Ten-: of thousands of acres 'vero 
suitablo for cotton. Australia. he added, 
>Yas mnch better for the British subject 
desirous of making a home than Canada." 

Siill we have hon. <Incmhcrs opposite telling 
us to go to Africa or Canada because they 
are better than Australia. 

Mr. FHY: You know that is not true. 
You know that we stand up for Australia 
mnrc than vou do. That statement made 
by you is al;"'lutely incorrect. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. CAH.TER: That is all .rig·ht from a 
sani1ary rnan's point of view. You should 
not monkey with dangerous men. 

1\Ir. FRY: You arc a sanitary man your,self. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I ask 
the hon. member for Kurilpa to obey my 
call to ordPr, or I shall have to deal with 
hm under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. KOTT interjected. 

Mr. CAUTER: You take vour money to 
Africa io P>-[Jlait the blackfe'llow and grow 
sugar. 

The DEFCTY SPEAKER: Order! I ask 
the hon. member for Port Curtis to confine 
hi' remarks to the second reading of the 
Bill. 

Ylr. DEACON (r'urmin!Jhrtm): I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. member for 
Port Curtis in order in saying that hon. 
members on this side do certain things when 
ic has been denied by hon. members on this 
side' 

The DEPGTY SPEAKER : There is no 
roint of ardor in the question raised by the 
hon. member for Cunningham. " 

Mr. CARTER : I am sorry that I was 
interrupted by han. members opposite. It 
seems to me they do not like home truths. 
Hon. members opposite ask, "What did Mr. 
Bourne sav '" In a statNnent to the Tax
payers' A,·sociation, lUr. Bourne is reported 

[lVIr. Carter. 

in• the "Daily Mail" of 7th April, 1922', 
as saying-

" If I wore Prime Minister, I would 
wipe the Upper Burnett scheme off my 
mind." 

Mr. Bourne in his statement shows first 
what he would do, and then he shows the 
position that the Federal Government were 
taking up with regard to this land. Mr. 
Hughes had promised this Govern!Tient that 
so much money >vould be made available for 
the opening up af the U pp or Burnett district. 
Mr. Bourno confirms that. I-Ie says that 
Mr. Hughes should wipe the matter off his 
m.ind. It goes to show that Mr. Hughes 
was trying to slip out of k0eping a promise 
to the Government of this State. We know 
that he did make that pramiso. He made all 
kinds of excuses afterwards, and Mr. 
Bourne was ane of those who persisted in 
supplying him with excuses. 

Mr. CORSER: Tell me fairlv what was Mr. 
Hughes's excuse? You know. 

Mr. CARTER: Mr. Bourne made another 
statement at another place at another time. 
Mr. J. S. P. Bourno was once Land Com
miss-ione-r at M a ryborough, and this is an 
extract from his Jcpartmental report in con
nection >vith this laud-

" It is almost impossible to write about 
the possibilities of the Upper Burnett 
country without giving the impres,sion 
that one is exaggerating." 

~\lluding- to some of the ridges, he refers 
to them as rollin"' hills and slopes studded 
with hanpy and prosperous homes: gently 
sloping for8Rt ('Ountry, with :mndy loam suit
able for vines. pineapples, cereals, etc. 

Reporting on the Cannindah Range he 
speak-; oi' it as hcing very rirh scrub, tJtony 
in narts. hut Yvill grovv good Rhodes grass, 
and regards this whole scrub range as a ver} 
rich asset. rich vino and bottle-tree scrub, 
much decaYed .-rgctable matter. The soil is 
rich .-olcanic, chocolate, and black, and this 
scrub. he says, I am told. extends southward 
along- bho range for a distance of about 30 
n1ilcs. 

T'hat is quitP true. That is the statement 
he mado on that occasion. Hon. members 
opnositc comt>tntly refer to the later state
ment made bv M1:. Bom·ne when that gentle
man was counselling Mr. Hughes to do 
something he should not do. 

Mr. CoRStR: No one on this side listened 
to that. 

Mr. CARTER: Last night hon. members 
opposite and particularly the hon. memher 
for :"!undah. were aeking, "\Vhat" did Mr. 
Bourn(' sav ?" 

'Mr. KEL~O: What did he say in his second 
report'? 

Mr. CARTER: I am speaking of his 
report as Land Comn1issioner, and not as a 
diegruntled dismissed officer. 

Mr. CoRSER: Ho was not dismissed. 

Mr. GARTER : HP was acting in the inter
ests of the Nationalist part.v in counselling 
Mr. Hughcs not to do something that he 
should have done. I pointed out to this 
House that this is a magnificent area of 
rich country. \Ve have the expert evidence, 
nat of ono person but of scores of people. \Ve 
have the opinion of the surveyor who has 
bPen up thne-a very competent man- andJ 
he has made the statement I have mentione-d. 
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Mr. Gm·don Graham, the late Under Secre
tary for Lands, has made statements of a 
similar kind. lie has said that there are 
2.000,000 acres of land there suitable for agri
cultural purposPs. A former Secretary for 
PL!blic Lands, Mr. Tolrnie, made a similar 
statement. 

Mr. CORSER: That there are 2,000,000 
acres? 

Mr. CARTER: Yes, 2,000,000 acres. Mr. 
Amos, who devoted a great deal of time to 
the area, made a report for the then C6m
nlissioncr for Itailwa: d. Mr. Evans, and it was 
in terms almost equally glowing as the ono 
made by Mr. Hourne, but he had a gTeatcr 
opportunity of inspecting the country than 
l\lr. Bourne. Ev· rY expert _,. ho has been 
over this country has reported ··that it is 
m ita hie for th.• useful rmrpos.·s that this 
Government now intend to set it apart for, 
and ,-et, despitu all that, it has Geen only 
retur11ing revenue to tho Cro\v.n of ~d. per 
acre because it was in the hands of the 
people who wore content to rnuckllo along 
and made no ottempt to be faithful to the 
duty tlwy owed to the State by opening it 
up and giving it an outlet to tho nearest 
port. Thn Opposition, IYhcn occup:v~ng the 
Treasury bmtchcs, opposed that land bring 
openl'd to ~jvlcctioil, and opposed tbe trade 
hl•jn.!.; diverted to it~ natural port. Gladstone, 
beeau..,e it \Yould rob so. 10 intcn'sts else
where. They v;anted. as the botl. lllPinbcr 
for Burnett wanted, tlw whole 0f that traffic 

· to be brought to Brisbane-a distarw,e of 
nearly 400 milPs. 'l'h" Government are now 
Dpeuing up the land and haYc provided an 
outlet to the natural porl-ClacJ,tone, ono of 
rhe finest and most natural ports on the 
coast-not 100 miles away. 

:\fr. CoRSEU: You are romancing. 

Mr. CARTER: The flr,it moverrwnt of this 
Go\-ennnent, eight year::; ago, \VUS an atten1pt 
to gPt a railway into th1;-, country, but the 
anti-Labour SPClion in this C.:haJnLut· and the 
other Ch:unbc~· kept thn 1neasure h·orn going 
through the Hou~c foe four con~ecutive ymus, 
.and it was only in the fifth year that 
'he Government were able to get the 
line through. Then an attempt wac 
made to fH'Cvcnt the G' \'erntJtent getting 
the rPquisite mouey to build it. First, 
Mr. Hughes went back on his promise, 
and then a delegation went to England 
to prevent the Covenm1ent getting mor<ev. 
The object of the Go\ ernment has lwen to 
adopt the shortc .t fKnl<ihlo nil way route to 
open up thi, area. anrl the route that '"oulcl 
be beet fat· the intendin~ selectors. Yet ,,-e 
are told that se arc not Inaking an honc-.;t 
effort to open up the lanrl. Si11ce the Go
vernnlC'nt carne into powPr they have taken 
active stops to get this land opertcd up bv the 
construction of railvvays, by arrang{ng suit
able crops, by taking people over the land 
to see it, b:-' going to the trouble of making 
roach to give access to the railwav, and bv 
finding water for tho P"-'ple i~stead o'f 
dumping them on waterlc~··· tracts of land, 
which was the policf of past Governments. 
I know that was the policy of former Gm·ern
mont~. becau~l' jn thn 1\Tount Larcom Scrub 
area f know of half a dozen cases whore wells 
·were sunk unsuccc~sfu1ly ill sParch of vvatcr, 
which involved the selector in debt. In this 
area water will be provided for the selector 
and he will not only have railway communi~ 
,cation, but e'Ccellent roads. He will also be 
given the opportunity to purchase stock 
assistance to fence his area and· build hi~ 

house. Everything within reason that can 
be done will be done to put these people on 
the land in such a way that they can earn 
a living from the soil. No Government in 
any State of Australia has ever attempted 
to give the people the same opportunities as 
the Govornment are doing in the Burnett 
and Palmerston areas. This Government 
df'"'erye ev-ery comn1cndation for opening up 
thes\l lands for settlement and giving the 
people an opportunity of going on the land 
and winning from it a useful and satisfactory 
liYing. 

Mr. \VALKER (Cooroora): I am sure that 
th!> House has, at all events. been amused and 
not altog·ether elc vated bv the speech of the 
hon. nll'mher for Port Curtis. Ho has been 
particularly amusing. He has not referred 
to th!> Bill much. bnt has been trying to 
ne cu~0 and a ttuch to nwm hers on thi.; side of 
the House statements they haYO never made. 

Mr. CIRTER: You were in the Chamber and 
kn('\V they vvero rnadc. 

l\lr. DEACON: You did nnt say who made 
thcnL . 

.Mr. CARTER: I did. 
;\lr Dt·,ACON: You did not mention the 

names. 
J\Ir. WALKER: We recognise that the 

lw11. gcnill'uw n IS not rnuch of an authority 
0~1 land 

1
scttlcinent, and, after listening to 

lns ··pc C1l, one can only cornu to the con
clnsion tlJat he knows as J11U('h about land 
t>PttlclH<'nt a~ a cow knows about needlt),s. 

1\lr. CARTER: Abuse is no argument. 
.Mt·. ·wALKER: The hon. member should 

LJL' the last to nwntion that. word. Tho scheme 
i~. certainly a big one, anJ one rnust realise, 
nfc·r lcokin~ at the map of the area, \Vhat a 
gigant.lc ~.f'heme it is, a!ld how it must corn
ntand tlw .. lest consiJ1~ration fron1 all sides in 
this Cha1nber. Ono rnu~t be struck by the 
amount of good soil in the area. if that map 
H a 1 rue rl:ficction of the di:':>trict, and one 
rnu."it n !:-;o rea! ise that there are similar areas 
of good. n1cdium, and poor C'Ountry in other 
parts of the State. It is similar country to 
what obtains in all the coa,tal districts of 
Queensland. In cutting up laml of that 
mixed variety equall.Y you rnu:-:.t have certain 
di~crct iynn.ry pov. er so that the pcoplP we 
ar~~ going to settle on the land can get the 
bP·;t re,ults from it. I was particular!J inter
ested m the n•marb of tlw :\linister. He 
semned to grasp tho wbolc of his scheme very 

ell. Th1: tendency ol the Hill. thoug-h, is to 
reduce the holdings lo such a small area and 
to compel t.lH.: sell'ctor to :::,ornethino· on 
that land which might L>u u~etf for 
gn:zi1~g. lf the Gon_:nJnH'nt an~ e;oing to 
Juflict f:>uch conditions upou thn settlers, they 
11atur I ;y are nut going to get the san1e 
result~ as if no conditions \\ e1 e attached to 
ii. The farrnt>r· like { frc,,-•dom of action in 
rnaking ~ li\·ing ju."it thP san1e as n,uyoiiC else, 
and he Jtkr, to jndg·o for him~elf as to what 
are the best rnarkl'b, and what article can 
be produc,,d to give the l•c•c.t. rl'l um. lf the 
man is allowed to settle on the land without 
any such rt'stric:tive conditions. a mnch bl'tter 
re ,cdt will be obta.irwd from the soil. 

I do not altogether like the Bill as it has 
been pr~scnted. It puts me in mind of the 
administration of the LB'nds Department 
for the last soven years. We know that for 
the la··.t seven or eight years land settlement 
has been a downright failuro. because land 
has not been thrown open to the people, and 
the conditions prevailing are not what did 

JJir. Walker.] 
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prevail, and are "uch as the intending selec
tor will not accept. If the Government 
desire to gPt unoccupied land settled, th<'y 
rnust rnnkc the conditions attractive. During 
the last scyen years the prese11t Government 
have sett!Pd half the number of acres of 
land that the previous Government settled 
in a similar neriod. lf the Government are 
going to alt~r the conditions and impose 
restrictions sin1ilar to 'vhat are proposed in 
this Bill, they are not going to get that settle
ment which I would like to see. I w·ould 
like hon. members to look into the BilL 

n,rr. IIARTLEY : You don't have the same 
amount of settlement with second-class land 
as 'first-class land. Y on settled the good land. 

Mr. vVALKER: \Ve have areas all over 
QuN'nslnnd similar in quality to the Bm·nett 
lanck and they only require railw>ty com
munication to open them up for settlement. 

Mr. .1:-IARTLEY: You don't call this good 
land' 

Mr. \\_\LKER: I call this very good 
avf'rag-P land, bl!t the absc•tlC 0 of rainfall 
malu's it a sccondar:y· rn·oposition. In this 
scheme you hav<' somethiug like 3.000.000 
>tcres to settle. It. is intended that the mini
mum area stJOuld b< 150 acres approximately, 
and the maximum 5,000 acre<. That minimum 
an•a is too small "!together. It does not 
allow the selector any scope or opportunity 
to produce the article lw wishes. I was 
an1u~ccl at the stat('mcnt of the hon. member 
for Port Cnrtis that an area of 150 acres 
was a fair thing, and yet a fev. minutes later 
he wanted the selector to have greater scopp 
in order to rea;· stock and that sort of thing. 

\Ve have sdtler,c on tht' North CoasL !ine
OllC· of the most prosperous district-; \\'8 baYc, 
with an an•rage annual rainf>tll of about 48 
inches-and they have son1ethinc; lik~ lf-0 acres 
as an aYcrago for each selection. rJ'hat sho\VS 
you distinct!:, that the land is a fairly good 
proposition under good conditions. If you 
'lT( !!oinr! to bcitlo those dry areas vou n1ust 
donl~lc ihe area "'of tho selectjol{,"' If you 
take a farmer on the North Coast who is 
to-day rerrring his stock up to a decent age 
before selling it, and compel him, after 
rearing high-dass stock, to sell bdorc it is 
at a profitable age, then you are not going 
to give hi'll a chance. The same thing 
applies to hones or anything else, but more 
particularly to dairy stock. I would like k> 
so<C that mRn rear his stock to a pro!Hable 
age and not have to sacrifice it became of a, 
little drought or a tempor>Lry depression that 
makes him Bhort of money. 

A great controversy has taken place with 
regard to tenure. I do not want to lose much 
time over that, because I recognise that lease
hold is th8 fixed policy of lhe pn ont 
Uovcrnment. However, there seems to be 
a great misunderstanding on the part of my 
frwnds opposite. They really think that, 
because it is a le~tse in perpetuity, that ends 
the matter. At the present moment thoro 
is as much speculation in lease.hold, and this 
since tho present Governmeut came into 
power. as there was beforA in freehold. There 
is nothing to stop you taking up two or three 
selections. You can comply with the resi
dv:Jtial conditions for five years and make a 
transfer to your wife or child, and then 
take up another block. This is going on 
repeatedly, and speculation is just as rife 
to-da' in leasehold as in freehcld. As a 
matter of fact, there is ven little diff<>rc-nce 
between a leasehold subject to reappraise-

[lJ.fr. Walker. 

rnPnt and a freehold subject to a land tax. 
I know, as I had the pleasure of taking up 
a perpdnnl lenscholcl because I conlrl not 
get a frechc•id. and I am also a freehc•lder. 
I quote this to show that the conditions 
"·hich our friends on the Government side 
think restrict speculation do not do so at all. 

Mr. DTJ:\STAN: The big factor is that tho 
initial expenditure is not as great with 
perpetual leasehold as it is with freehold. 

Mr. vYALKER: Leasehold as appliPcl to 
this scheme is not going to h:tve the benefit 
tha,t some people think it will. You should 
make the proposition very mtmctive. l~very 
n;an has a right to a fre"hold, after working 
long hours \vith the assi~tance of his fan1ily. 
A~ soon as he c0mplies with the re.,idcntial 
conditions surely he has the right to turn 
his holding into cash if he wishes. and trans
fpr his work into some other direction. If 
'Oli are going to put men on thes'' holdings, 
the sa1ne as ;-.Tou do -on agricultural farms and 
gr. zing areas in that district, and ro:1ke 
i h•m live on it for the whole term --I think 
it is twent.r years-there is little hope of the 
succc-s of the scheme, and very few blocks 
·will be takPn up. This wlll neccssitatt' an 
amendment of the Act later on bee :mse i hose 
p0ople \Yill want to .soli. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : They 
can C·ell after fh e years. 

2\!fr. \VALKER: Does that refer to grazing 
homesteads? 

The SEcRETARY FOR PT'BLIC LANDS: Yes; 
but the person taking it up must continue to 
fulfil the residential clause. 

:\Ir. ·wALKER: I am pleased to hear that. 
The whole of this Bill 'l<lems to be a ~1inis
trr's Bill; balloting has been done away with, 
ancl the selections are to be allottr,d by the 
Minister. Reading from the BilL onr· can 
onlv rome to the conclusion that, the Lands 
nl'iml'trrwnt arc g·oing to have an enonnous 
><mount of aouble in administering- tLc Act. 
You are ;;oing to put responsibilities on 
t h0ir shoulders hic.h they never had r·efore, 
und you \vill r;eed an arm;v of insper.tors to 
carry out the prm·isions of the Act. The 
Minister has only to take the administration 
of the Sta-te Advances Act to know the 
awount of inspection that is cast on offioial:; 
to see that the little things stipulated are 
kPpt right up to tho mark. \Jnclc!' this 
scheme you will have all this arm:: of inspec
tors, and the farmer is going to haYo the 
rost put on him, although it ma) be 
indirectly. 

l was verv shocked to hear the n,Iini•ter 
"'Y that he "is not gain~ to give prderence 
:o returned sol-diers. ln the same speech 
he lilaid that the old boldier se-ttlement 
schemes h~td proved a fuilure and some had 
bt'en disastrous. Surely to goodn'"·S he will 
give the good men an opportunity of coming 
nnder the scope of this Bill and of mal<ing 
good! 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : They 
will have an opportunity, but they will not 
get preference. 

Mr. \VALKER: They will have an oppor
tunity, but that is at the wilt of the Mi,Jister. 
Thev ill have to form themseJve, into a 
group and then will not even have the chance 
of balloting. I suggest that a reduction of 
i'he price of the land should be made to 
ihem. That would give them a challCtl to 
make good, the samo as they did for us a 
ft-_:.w years ago. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Vhat 
would you do with regard to their imlcbtNl· 
n~ss on their pre'C•nt blocks·~ ~Wip-; it out? 

Mr. WALKER: Considering that 'he hnd 
was recommended to the, "'ldicrs bv the 
present Governmc_nt. I would wirw, it out 
completely, and giVe them a fresh lock off. 
It was not their mistake: it was llw mr take 
of the Government. Had the Goncrnment 
looked further ah\~ad and found r.wrk.C'is for 
their produce before pntting th,,m •)11 the 
land, thP'8 men would have made good 
to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pcnuc LAo,;ns: You 
kHow that 50 per cent, of the men \Yere 
not suitable. 

11r. ~WALKER: Th0 same thi"o; ,,-ill 
apply to the present scheme. Do, not think 
fvr one mmnent that you are go1ng to get 
expert dairy fa.rmcrs to go on a ne an·1. 
You must get a fair percentage of men \vho 
do not know th('ir 'vork. Bnt, 'vhen you 
see these m0n stick to their work as they 
did at Beerburrum, road condrnetin,-, and 
i1nproving their fanns, 'We ~hould i,! i('k to 
th•cm and do what we can tor them. \Ve 
,iJould haYe gone a little further and fonnd 
m~rkets in the old countr;;-, not aiiogether 
f•H' pineapples and fruit, but for othc"' pro
ciu~ts. \Vhen you start competing with 
blnck~grown pineapple::;, got np rtnd tinned 
l:>y black labour and produced ncar~r to 
London than we arc. th(_n one Cllll o ·ly .-;a,; 
that the won who rocomrrH'nded all thi' 
ought to have their heads read. 

As I pointed out, the restrictions which 
'!re impmed in this Bill arc great. First 
of all. you have to get watN \1ithin six 
n1onths. and the man is goi11g to br· "lubjrct 
to trial before eYcr the land is allotted to 
him. Just imagine if a man is proved after 
four. five, or ~ix months to be u"·juit.:J. b1c 
in the opinion of the Minister and pae eel 
ont! Don't vou see that you are going to 
have enormous troubles? Of coursl', the 
1\iinister may consider him to be the ",rong 
man, but the l\lini~ter's \vord is not final 
and there ma,t be a court a-rJpeaL It does 
not follow that he would not have made good 
later on. The·e conditions n1ay bo ad\ er:.a 
to man.,~- a 1nan who would be ;:;ucccss[u] i£ 
given a further chance. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : You 
know t.hat no Government ever hunts a 1nan 
oft the land. 

Mr, WALKER: I admit that, "'nd also 
that the MiniBter has been ver;; s:·mp:tthetic; 
and will offer every protection to the se'! tlers. 
pnt a worse man may become Sccn~tary for 
l'ublic Lands, or tho present :Ministe1· may 
want to go for a trip, and the man roli<:ving 
him may hit these men to leg, The que,tion 
of finding \Vater is a very inlp'.::rtant one. 
~r1d you are going to n1ako certain \Yaior 
co~lserYation or boring schemes on each ol 
these holdings, probably on a co-operative 
scheme. If it proves a failnre, the whole of 
that loss will be capitalised--

The SECHETARY FOR l'L'BLIC LANDS : It will 
be charged against the State, not against 
the selector. 

Mr. WALKER: This puts me in miwl of 
the Inkermctn irrigation scheme which has 
proved tt great failure. ' 

At 4.30 p,m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

r0gard to the Inkerman scheme, where the 
Government are wiping out thB capital cost. 

Tho SECTIETARY FOR PrBLIC LAXDS : This is 
not all irrigation schenw. 

:\lr, WALKER: The Minist,"r rf'ferred to 
the quest ion of building fHdories. The clause 
deuling \Yith that m.•Uer wants completBly 
Wlpmg out. It should br• \YirH'd out for the 
safdy of the Government aod for the pro
t<'ction of the Minist.Pr, oilwrwiso he will 
have all 'orts of rcque ,ts 1 o build all sorts 
of fadoric'. He will hav<' no end of trouble. 
\Ye know ]Wrf<'''tly well that these factories 
"·ill be built iu the int, 'T .ts of those who 
ar<> to oupply them, The fanners have 
a p1·act ical knowledge, aud, it' it wa:-3 left to 
them. factmics would be built in the right 
ct'llh'f'S~ There is no bud o [ men better 
nb!t' 1o decid{' where th~ ~ ±:tc:torios should be 
built than iht~ fanners 1 hPnH_;elvc~. 'There is 
o11Jy one, \Vay of proYidiug for that~\vipe 
out that p:uticula l' clause and let the farmers 
co-operatl' I he~ same as all other farmers have 
done and build their own hcto~'ies, whether 
they be cheese factories, butter factories, or 
anything elsP. 

The SECRETARY FOR PLJBLIC LAXDS: Perhaps 
the ftH·tones alrc~ady in t~xist :nee will serve 
the area. I do not know. 

Mr. WALKER: I bdievo they will, but 
I want that clanse Wlpecl om altogether. The 
:-:rttlcrs n1ay be foub iu ono s,_•nso in going 
on the land the same as manv of ns have 
done, bat they are not fools vvhen it comes 
to building fuctDries. 

1\Ir. COLLIXS: You have not done too 
badly. 

~,Ir. W A LKEH : I ha ','e done pretty wBll, 
and oilwr lanncrs have done equally as well 
as n1~\-,-,c1f. If we can produc;~ n1€ll who can 
gc~ ont and, build up these big centres in the 
wrld<•rnPss m the ''a~ the,'' ha Ye done, there 
\n;J be plout0 of men there with commercial 
training and ability to enable them to form 
nHd rr1anag0 tlwse co-operative concerns. As 
Qucew<landers we onght to be proud of the 
way in ;vhich these co-operative concerns are 
run. 

Thfl SECRETARY FOR Prnuc LAXDS: Provi
sion is made for thfl settlers to take over the 
factories as soon as they are ready to do so. 

Mr .. WALKER: We know perfectly well 
that In ten years or so aJI tlw~;c factories 
will want remodelling and bri11ging right up 
to date, Just as your own home requires 
additions occasionally to kcPp up with the 
fashion. l\'cw methods are introduced, No
body knows better than the inan in the 
district~that is the farmcr-v,hat is neces
san-, and, if you leav~ it to him. vou will 
fmd he will work out his own salv,ition far 
better than if there is an,, interference by 
the Government. 

There is another matter which I would 
like to speak about, and that is the group 
system. I notice there is a clause in the 
Bill in regard to a joint and several bond. 
If there is a lor-.:J on an~· particular group 
and five or six of the members of that gronp 
clear out-they have all signed that joint 
and sm·eral bond-the \Vholo of the liabilitv 
will fall on those that are ldt. That !s 
one of the most pernicious proposals that I 
ever heard of. W o had to do that in the 

Mr. WALKER: We are going to carry 
the baby in regard to this scheme and in 

early days in regard to the co-operative 
movement. Take the Murarrie Bacon Fac
tory directorate. They signed a joint and 

Mr. W alkm·.] 
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several bond for £16.000. A drought fol· 
!owed, and look at the responsibility these 
men had to accept. \Vas it a fair thing to 
ask them to carry it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:-IDS : \Vho 
carries it? 

Mr. W.\LKER: Thc selectors will carry 
it as soon as any liability attaches to that 
particular land. You arc going to ask four 
or five men or twenty men in a group--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Not in 
a group·-in a trust. It is different to a 
group settlement. 

Mr. WALKER: It applies to a group too. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : It 

must be a trust bore. 

Mr. WALKER: Say there are fifty in it, 
in a period of drought they will leave a few 
to carry the responsibility. It would be far 
better for all to sign the bond, but not a 
joint and several one, and let each one carry 
hio proportion of the liability. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It is in 
operation now in regard to trust bores. 

Mr. WALKER: All I can sav is that it 
is time such a provision was w{ped off the 
statute-book. In connection with the group 
"ysl•"m, I wish to take hon. members back 
to son1c sixteen vcars ago. when the group 
system was thu popular method of settling 
land and was the one used by thll Govern
ment of the d>ty in the settling of land right 
along the North Coast. I wrts a member of 
the House at that time, and I do not know 
that thNe wore then verv many members 
who knew the inner working of the group 
systmn. I say it is the \;orst system ever 
inaugurated in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Why? 

Mr. WALKER: I will prove it. We know 
perfectlv well that some groups which were 
formed could bB worked well provided every
one was fair and square, but we aro not all 
so constituted. At the time the late Hon. 
J. T. Bell was Secretary for Public Lands, 
and afterwards when Hon. Digby Denham 
was in charge of the Lands Department, 
corruption crept in in connecti<Jn with these 
groups, and the system was eventually wiped 
out. \Ve all know that to be the case. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That was 
not the fault of the group system. It was 
the fault of the administration. 

Mr. \V ALKER : It does not matter how 
you put it. In the North Coast we had a 
l'rotestant united group, then we had a 
Cath<Jlic group, and then we had a brother· 
in-law gr·oup. All those things were done, 
and they aro bad for the State. \Ve want 
to wipo out that feeling. If all these groups 
were founded on sound lines and every man 
administering them was an honest man, 
there would be a good deal to say in fayour 
of the system. 

The SECRETARY FOR. PuBLIC LAXDS : Once 
the selections are allotted the selectors are 
on their own. 

Mr. WALKER: I will tell you how it was 
done. I am not referring to· the private 
agent, because I think we all admit that the 
private agPnt-sending a ma.n out to get men 
at so much a head-was a menace to the 
country. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: At £5 a 
head. · 

[flf1·. Walker. 

Mr. WALKER: I had one case brought 
under my notice which I reported to the 
then Minister and to the late Under Secre· 
tary, Mr. Scott. \Vc will sa;: Jones was an 
agent belonging to the Lands Department. 
Ire formed a group of twentv, called, we 
will sav, "The l\1cCormack Group." He 
was a favourite, and he got a particularly 
fine block of land consisting of twenty selec
tions. He would go round amongst lOO 
sclcctor:c and point out the advantages of 
the land, and then say. "It is pretty well 
full. As a matter of het, it is quite full, 
but I think we can got \Valker out. He is 
not too keen, and I think I can get him out 
for a 'tenner.' " The result was that the 
highest bidder actna lly became the holder 
of the land in that group. T!v1t system was 
carried out. I brought a concrete case before 
the dcpartmc'nt, and a document is in the 
office to-day sho\ving that a n1an received a 
certain amount of monev which he should 
not have received. .\s "a matter of fact. 
the receipt is there for the money paid. I 
have spoken to the gentlemen who came 
from Kcw South \Vales and settled in many 
of the groups on the North Ccast. and they 
arc all of the one opinion-that the group 
Sj stem is a good system provided everything 
is above-hoard. but a lot of them had to pay 
sccrelly t·o become members of a gr<Jup. If 
von want honesty in the administration of 
the Lands Dopar.tment, let the selections be 
a.llottod bv ba !lot. There is no one knows 
better than the individual himself how he 
wishes to select land, and he knows his own 
business. If he fails, that is his business 
also. Some are bound to fail. 

The SErRETAHY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : It is our 
business, too. 

Mr. WALKER: If the hon. gentleman 
will get in touch with the old officers of the 
Lands Department, they will back up what 
I st1:v. It is a vrrong system, so let it be 
abolished, and let the selections be allotted 
bv ballot. That is the clean way and the 
fllir way, as there is no favour tD any one. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCTBLIC LANDS : That 
pre"upposcs corruption an1ongst our own 
officers. 

Mr. WALKER: It will come in amongst 
your own officers, too. If you arc going to 
keep on with the group sy,>tem, then for 
goodness' sake do everything in Brisbane. 
If a tPmJ>Orary lands office is opened in the 
Upper Burnett district, have a trusted officer 
in charge, but I knmv corruption will creep 
in, because it crept in before when we had 
men whom we thought we could trust. 

Personally, I am a great believer in the 
old homestead svstem. with the ballot. and 
cheaper land. There has been a lot of talk 
about cheap land and dear land, and I ven
ture to say that the old homestead system 
is by far the best. Under that system a man 
made certain improvements. He paid a. 
survov foe of 2s. 6d. an acre, and the land 
ultimately became his own. 

Th<' SECRETARY FOR. PuBLIC LANDS : And he 
abandons or sells it, ultimately. 

Mr. \VALKER: Surely he has a right to 
do that if he complies with the law in put
ting up his improvements! Take the Mary 
Valley, for instanc<', which has been selected 
under that sysiem. You cannot say they 
have sold out there, because the pioneers and 
their sons are still there and are very suc
cessful. The same thing applies to the Rose-
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wocd. Log-an. and ~.l.lbcrt districts, ,y}wrc the 
p<'oplc' splcetcd land unrlc•r similar conditions. 
i'l'hcn• could ,·ou get a het:er exa•nple of 
successful sPttknwnt than in those di· trieis '! 
\\'hy nd follm\' the g·oocl old method \Yhich 
has been in force for fifty years in Queens
land atld has pro· c'cl a success? Since the 
Labour pnrty can1c iuto l)O\YPl' we haYe not 
lwcl the tme successful land settlement. 

The• SrcnEHR'. FOR Prm.rc LAc;ns: In th<> 
Cair:J~ di::<trict the 1nnd \Ya~ selected and 
made freehold. awl the swall people haYC 
bc0" forced off In· the big holders who haYe 
got the \YholP of it. Take the Babinda area, 
for in:;;tancP. 

:\Ir. YL·\LKER : That is easily answered, 
for the si1nple rea~on that it is a new di~-
1 rict. The• re• arc practira lJy no factories and 
no markets for the produce; it is purely a 
tlrnbrr propo::-ition. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PFBLIC LAc;ns: In the 
Babinda area the big holders got the \Yhole 
of the land. 

:\Ir. \VALKER: Those blocks were origin
ally taken up for timber purposes. They 
were sold beeausc the Government of the da7 
\Yerr :-:hort of n1onev-as 1 he Governn1ent ar'e 
tD-day-ancl, instead of going to Arnerica for 
a loan. they sold the timber. 

I would like the Minister to gi,-e great 
romidcration to the Bill in Committee, 
became I reall:c think it require•, drastic 
anwndmcnt. I would sooner go off the land 
than attc·mpt to go on the Burnett lands 
tmcler the scheme propo ,cd in this Bill. I 
do cot thlllk the Bill. as framed, \vill pro
mote good settlement. and ,-ou are also "·oing 
to lHlYe a state of tnnnoil in thP Land~ 
D<•partmcnt in c mnedion with it. The Dill 
will have to be ~Tratlv altered in CommitteP. 
or Pis an an1ending lncrt;,mre \Yill ha...-c to btJ 
brought in later on. 

:\fr. DE A COX (C'unninuhrun): Tho :\Iinis
tcr ha a<kcrl for criticism and for the cxpcri
c:Jc: \Yhich horL mc•mlwrc, have had to be 
gi,-en to the F-Ion;;;;e. \VP can onlr go on the 
prO\·isi{Jns eontainecl in the Bill and the evi
dence \YC have heard from the :Minister and 
other hon. members who know tho district. 
and compare that with the resnH~ of settle· 
rncnt in our o\'rn di~tric ts. I can qujto 
understand that the Minister is looking to 
the Country party for criticism to help him, 
as he knovvs very well thn t he cannot get it 
from his own side of the House. Hon. mem
bers opposite ha, e not the experience or !he 
prarti<al knowledge to guide them in the 
consideration o[ a Bill of this kind. 

:\llr. COLLIKS: vVe haye not Jeremiahs on 
this side. 

2\1r. DEACON: As soon as hon. members 
onposite ha vc anything placed before them 
thev approve of it. If they hear anything 
which casts the ]Past doubt on their know
ledge they talk about J eremiahs. It would 
be better for them to lis'en to those who 
have had cxpE·rience, as they have not got 
it th0msdYcs. I do not wish to say anything 
which will hamper the Government in assist
ing farm settlement. If they c.1n bring 
forward a scheme to do better than 
has been done bdore, I say good luck to 
them. because nothing is too good in order 
that the maC~ going on the land may have a 
fair start. Anything which I say is not 
against the me.asure. but to assist the Minis
ter in giving the settlers a good start. I can 
see mistakes in the Bill, judging from the 
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experience \ve lun·c had previously in Queens· 
land. Take the mait0r of the selection of 
'·rttlcr · to starr with. It seems to me that 
1 he ).liiJi~tcr i.s going to take a big rcsponsi
bilit.· in this matter. In selecting a settler 
the clcpartm,•ut will not haye personal know
ledge of the applicant, and will have to take 
q, refr>-rC'nC'c fron1 ~omconc. They have to go 
lw the appearance of the man and his bank
ing account. It does not matter what a 
"''i rlf'l" 111a, look likP. it i~ not f'f'Yhtin at first 
whclh<•r he will be a success. and the Govern
tuent arc going to finance hirn to a large 
un1ount once he i~ ~clc~ctcd. 

The S'ECRET.mY FOR Pr·nLrc LAc;Ds : \V e did 
not han' any selection with r<'gard to soldier 
>e·tlements. 

:\Ir. TAYLOR: \i'e dicl~similar to what you 
mentioned yesterday. 

The S!:CRET.IRY FOR PenLic LA~DS: The 
superyisors say we picked them all indis
criminately. 

:\Ir. TAYLOR: was on the committee 
m: self. 

:\Ir. DEACOX: In connection with all land 
scttlenwnt there han· ahvavs bc8n a lot of 
n10n -who, to all appcaranc;_ and as far as 
one's knowledge of tlwm went, ought to have 
been a mccc". yet a big percentage have not 
been a succc:-:~. I know districts \vhere only 
50 per cent. ot the orig·inal settlers have 
remained on the land. \Vhen thev went 
t hnc, so far a one could toll, they ,\-ere all 
likely to make ('ood settlers, yet the condi
tions did not smt them. and thov either sold 
out or abandonc<l their farms. That has been 
the expe>ricncc in connection with every scttlc
nwnt in Qucemlancl up to date. If I liked 
ro be as llasty in in1puting n1otiYe'~ as tho 
hon. n1cn1bt>r for Port Curtis \Yas when 
c~rcaking. I should say that this is a Bill to 
c-tablish a good Lrrbour con•,tituoncy. I do 
not think for one moment that the Minister 
ha"- that 1n his 1nind, or that the GoYernment 
intend it. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'r.:BLIC' LEDS : I would 
mt like to be the' representative. 

1\lr. DEACON: One of the difficulties which 
the settlers ,. ill ltaYC to face under the Bill 
is the requircr,1C:Ct that they must start work 
within three months ancl get going to the 
satisfaction of the :\Iinistc;r. It does not 
ah,-ays suit a 11ew sdtler to get going in 
that time. There may be other diffic.,!ties. 
He ha'3 to g·et a certair! amount of work done 
\Yithin tlE'Cr> n1nnths to the ~::thsfac!ion of 
the supen·isor. If he does not do that, he 
mav be fired out. I think we need a little 
moi;o latitude in regard to that. If, for 
instance, things g-o wrong with the settler, 
and he has ba,d luck and does not get his 
work complrtccl in time, he will be ,ubject 
to the annovance of haYing the Minister and 
the depart,;1en~ on the top of him, besides 
the loss of his own time and labour. It is 
too much to expect a settler to get fairly 
started inside six months. 

A settler might hP going to this area 
from some other district, and it would take 
him time, perhaps, to sell out and get rid 
of all his liabilities in other wa:;·s. Then, 
again, at any time during his tenure of the 
land-so far as I understand the Bill-the 
department can step in and sav that he has 
to make certain improvements. He has that 
possibilitv hanging oYer his head all the 
time. Unless he satisfies the department 
that he has made the improvements which 
are deemed necessary, he is turned out and 

Mr. Dea.con.] 
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his sclechon is forfeited, without any provi
sion for cmnpcu;:;atimt for the "·ark he has 
done. :'\ot oulv does th<? settlet· in this area 
not get tho fa\-ourcd treatment that he has 
had in the JUSt, but more is expected of 
him. l-Ie ma:.- Lle called upon to make any 
imprm·ement the department likes, there is 
no right to compensation, and he is living 
under 01·deL<. So far <ts I can see, he gets 
a small area of land, and he is expected to 
do all the work himself. 

:'-Jaw I come to the• question of tho areas 
in which this land is to he opened for selec
tion. The Minister said that the rainfall 
was no worse than that of the Darling 
Downs-that it \Yas about the sam.c. He 
said, though, th<tt the land was worse than 
that of the Darling Downs, because in every 
area of 160 acn, an average of 50 acres 
would be suitable for cultivation. There is 
not n1uch chance of a rnan making a living 
at mixed farming on 160 acres, as I under
stand it, with only 50 acres suitable for 
cultivation. 

The SECRET,\RY FOR PcBLIC LAKDS : I know 
a man who Lought 40 acres and put the 
whole of it under lucerne, and is making a 
good living. \Ye do not know what intense 
cultivation is. 

l\lr. DEAC01'i : The hon. member has in 
his mind a market garden, and he is com'
paring it with mixed farming. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAKDS: Fifty 
acres of good land will keep any man going. 

Mr. DEACO:'\i: Certainly, the hon. gentle
man cannot say that the land is as good as 
the Downs country, in view of that state
ment which I have quoted. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Men 
are making £100 off half an acre round 
Wynnum. 

Jlilr. CARTER: They are farmers; they know 
how to work the land. 

i\fr. DEACO::\: \Ye are talking about 
mixed farming a long way from water, of 
wheatgrowing, dairying, and growing cotton. 
I am speaking with the knowledge I have 
gained in my own district. Can a man work 
50 acres under crop and go in for dairying 
a•, well? He could not be expected to keep 
on a place like that more than about fifteen 
or 'ixteen cows, because he has to allow for 
bad seasons. They have droughts in this 
Upper Burnett and Callide country, accord
ing to the evidence we have heard in this 
Chamber, and the droughts are just as bad 
there as the,- are anywhere else. At least, 
the conditions are not better and every man 
would have to provide for 'bad times, and, 
taking '111 average, he could not expect to 
get more than a profit of £10 a cow a year. 

The SECRETARY FOH l'cBLJC L,\NDS: He 
\\'Ot!ld not have to depend solely on cows. 

Mr. DEACO);: If he had fifteen cows, it 
1vonld t;;ke the whole of his time. 

The SEcw;T.\RY FOR PcBLIC LAXDP : Do vou 
say that iifteen cows would keep a man 
fully engaged in that area; 

l\Ir. DEACOX: Yes, if he makes provision 
for bad times. He will have to work his 
farm, and if he does that. he will haYe his 
time cut out. l am only tr"ing to show the 
Minister the possibilities of failure. I am 
only trying to protect him. He asked for 
help, but when we offer it, we. get no return 
except the statement that we want to oppose 
the Government. I say that you can give 
one man too much land and another one not 
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half enough. So \Ye should let the settlers 
please tlwm-eh c, as to \V hat theY can ,,-ork. 
It a man thinks 160 acres is too small, if 
l1t.~ can use rnorc. he should have it. It 
would bo nnwh better to give hi1n a cha11ce 
of taking 11101'0, and make that a mininuun 
area. 

'\Ir. BtLCOCK: They can grow cotton and 
ether crops. 

l\Ir. DEACO:'\: It may be so, but we are 
not certain of that. \Ye h<tve had only one 
~:ear's experience of gro\ving cotton in a 
large way, and we do r:ot o:et k;10w what 
the result of cotton-growmg IS gomg to be. 
.At anv rate cotton-growing takes 'a lot of 
labour: a.nd these men are not going to have 
a lot of la-bour at their disposaL 

l\1r. BcLCOCK: There will be an influx 
of labour into the district. 

l\lr. DEACO:'\: That will hP one of the 
difficulties that the settlers will have to face. 
The hon. member must know that in future 
that labour is going to be. covered by, an 
a ward of the Court of Industrial Arbitra
tion and if there is an influx of labour 
ther~, that fact. will stop its employment, as 
'"" have told iiim before. 

'Then there is the tenure-pNpetual lease
hold onlv. In almost every speech from 
members· on the other side of the House we 
hear statements ,to the effect that the settlers 
prefer perpetual leasehold to freehold, but 
the Government are not game to grve the 
sol tlers a chance of showing their preference. 
Perhaps a leasehold may be preferable in 
the early stages of settlement. A man going 
on to a selection may like to have the 
advantage of a low rent for a certain time; 
but the disadvantage comes later on, and I 
venture to say that over a period of thirty
frve years he will pay far more in re_nt on a 
perpetual leasehold than ho would have to 
pav to make the land freehold, At any 
rate, give him the option. A man may be 
willing to pay rent for the first few yf•,us, 
but later on he will want to secure himself, 
and if he wants a title in fee-simple, he 
should have the option of getting it. Hon. 
members opposite say that if the land of 
the State .had not been alienated in the p~st, 
the Govnrnment would be getting far more 
out of the public estate. 

Really what they regret is tho little that 
has been made b;- ihe settlers who took up 
the land in years gone by, It is not that 

they waut to help the settler. but 
[5 p.m.] the;c want to wring somdhing

out of him as time goes on. 
That i~ where the adnmtage of the perpduaJ 
leasc.hold syctem comes in. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'rBLTC LAxns :. Your 
Yision is very lin1ited. 

Mr. DEACON: It is not. I am ,,-;,,,-ing 
tl:1e que;:tion as set forth by hon. DlCTl bers 
ovpositc. Hon. merrtbers have n1ade a corn
parison bet,veen tho two systerns. ThP l\'1 inis
ter said that, if the land in Sydney had 
net been alienated. the Government of New 
South Wale<> would ha.-c been able to run 
the railways free. Bv that he infers that 
if thP fm·ms had no't hN'n alicnatc'cl th<' 
farmers \vonld have been payin;_.; a p.-rBa t 
deal more rent. He sees in the futur<' an 
opportunity of rack-renting them. The 
farmer should be given the option of saying 
wlJat tenure he desires. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc!iLIC LANDS : He has 
been under the domination of a lot of corn
dealers fl;_om time immemorial. 
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::\lr. DEACO:\: I a.rn 'surprise,] thttt the 
T\!inister should allow his ;magination to 

hirn ~o far as to say t.,hn.t tht-! far_n1crs 
arc the hands of the corn-dealers. 1)ncler 
thP system of fredwld, the man who desires 
tn got out has the means in his own h:mcls 
of determining the market value of his l.1nd. 
He has a. perfect right to !he market v:llue 
of that place. 

l\Ir. BrLCOCK: Arc yoLL standing foe the 
land-jobber 'I 

l\Ir. DEACO:\: If hon. members arc afraid 
d tlw land-jobbers, they ought not to forgot 
that the advantage of the perpetual leasehold 
svstom only belongs to the first sdector. If 
v'ou oive a man a piece of land on !ong 
ierms

0 

at a low rent, that is \vorth something 
on the market. After five years he can sell 
his leasehold. 

l\Ir. CARTER : -~ll rou think about is hnd
.iobbing. You do not think abo,Lt nsing the 
land. 

J\lr. DEACO:\: Let me tell the hon. mem
ber that there will be land-jobbing even 
under the perpetual lease system. 'l'h~ll'e 
is nothing to prevent anybody from sellmg 
the leasehold. I will give an instance of 
the difference in value. A farm on the 
Downs was put up for auction and c>old at 
.:88 10s. per acre freehold. \Yithin a chain 
.of this land a Government reserve was put 
11p for auction, and it carried perpetual 
lease conditions. The price to be l'Calised 
.by auction was to be the capital nJue, carry
;,,g a rent of 1~ per cent. for the first two 
vea.rs. \Yithin two davs of the frecehold land 
being sold at £8 10s. per acre, the per[Jetual 
lease land brought a capital valu'' of £27. 
If you work those figures out, you will find 
:I. hat it all comes back to exactly the Bam& 
thing. That is what will happen in this case. 
Land on long terms with a low re:lt is worth 
scmet.hing. In gra.zir:g areas that land with 
a. long lease with a low rent is worth 
s0mething on the market. It is wort~l nwre 
than selections carrying a high rent. We 
know what is going on rn·ery day, so what is 
the use of 'hamming about it? I heard the 
Mini5ter say that 5,000 acres would be the 
maximum area for grazing homesteads. Tbat 
\\·ili also apply to jl{)Or land. I have heard 
the hon. member for Bowon say that 10,000 
acres in the best country are only a living 
grazing area. 

T\Ir. BcLCOCK: You must not overlook the 
fact that thej- will han' the right of culti
Ya.tion. 

:Vh. DEACO:\: I understood the Minister 
to say that tbis grazing land is mountain 
land. \Yhal: is the good of cultivation on 
nwuntain land-ataongst rocks and s·nlliL'S ~ 
The holder will have the right to turn over 

rocks in his prorew of cultivation. lfhat 
the good of that? 

::\Ir. EoLEY: Tht~ l\linister never f:J.id that. 

::\Ir. Di·:ACON: Tho ::\1inister said it was 
poor la.nd. 

i\Lr. BcLCOCK: Ho said some of it was. 

l\Ir. DEACO:'\": I understood him to say 
that tl::e poor land in the backblocks was 
tn be thrown open in large areas. 

J\1r. BncocK: Do you think it is right 
lo give them the right of cultivation? 

Mr. DEACO:\': It is said that 10.000 acres 
are only a living area in the best of this 
grazing country. \Yhy should not the people 
who go there have a living area, and why 

shonlcl no I· the person who goes in for b rm
ing aJ:::o have a living area: \Yhy are t~e 
Govcrnmcnt so afraid that these settlers wrll 
n1akc sun1cthing· out uf their labour'? Ilo!l. 
members opposite seem to be mortally afrmd 
that the selector is going to make a profit by 
his labour. 'l'hev are afraid he will be suc
cessful. All thes'6 settlers should be given a 
fair chance of succeeding. Tho Government 
arc going lo advance sums an:ounting up _to 
£1,200 to practiCally all u~tned ·men, with 
no securitY except the mans labour. If the 
rr oncv is -lent on the land as it is JlO'' and 
the man goes out, that is only loadin'S the 
Jr, nd for the next ma.n. 

A GovER;orE;.;T l\1E1fBER : \\'hat do ye u 
:3uggcst? 

~1r. DEACON: It is no ut.e sugg-c---ting 
anything to hon .. members oppo&ite .. lion. 
nwmbcrs have sard that rn other irslncts 
there is o>or-capit alisation of the lan.!. If 
the Government make a bad deal, a.nd len~ a 
man money on his land and that man farls, 
then the Government haYe no right whn·ceve_r 
to load the man who comes afterwards wrth 
the whole of that capital valw•. Losses 
,vill be made. It is impossible for auyon<> to 
~~~y that they arc going tc; n1al_i.:e a. success 
of all the blocks. There rs gorng to be a 
lnss, and the man who comes after will take 
the burden off the man who has gone before 
ThPre is going to bo a certain pr~portion. of 
failures. If the State Advancl's lJorporatwn 
is going to lend the money. it ~hould be' on 
tlw understandrng tl:at there wJ!l be ": cer
tain percentage of losses. The. mom'y Sf!ould 
he lent on the understandmg that the hnan
cial losses are to be borne by the \\·hole 
settlement. That \Yould be fairer than !cav
ing ono setller overloaded with a debl that 
c tnnot possibly be repaid. One clause rn 
the Bill directs that mortgages and bills of 
snle in favour of the State Advance< Cor
pnration or the Minister are not . to be 
r<'gistered. That is giving a premmm to 
the biggest liar on the sPttleme.nt '"hen he 
seeks credit from anybody. No one w1ll 
have an opportnnit.:v of finding u~1t the 
financial standing of a settler. It IS only 
f ~ir that everybody should be on the same 
focting. The honest man should be able to 
sa·:, "You know all about me," and you 
c.,;ght to be able to know all about the other 
fellmv. These settlers \Yill have to be 
trusted bv the business people in I he same 
wav as s"ctilers have had to bo truEtcd in 
r.ti{er diotricts. If ·on do not 'Yin: pr ople 
an opportunity of finding o;1t the: financial 
st ~nding of the settlers. as they wlll ass11m'J 
I hat soinc of them will bo "bad marks," 
lhcy will probable· treat the1 ~ "11 -Jn :hat 
b?sis. 

The non-registration of any mortgage 
between ihe 2\finistcr and the State Advances 
Corporation is no protection to the man who 
is gojng to register subsequently. It is 
going to act to the d0tl'imcnt of his credit. 
It '' ould be better to place these settlers on 
tho san1o footing as any one else in t~e 
State I wish the Minister good luck in his 
endctwour to : 0ttle this area. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLJC LAKDS : It is 
not my Bill; it i~ your measure. 

Mr. DEACO=": I can understand th@ 
Minister has quite a lot of these things 
forced "n him. I quite lmderstand how he 
feels. I· am sure that if he had had an 
opportunit:, he would have introduced a 
Yer0- different measure. I hope, when we 

·come to the Committee stage, that he will 

111r. Deacon.] 
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ha YE:' a frerr hanJ in accepting sugge::.ti0111S 
from this ,idc. and not be bound dm\n bv 
the ideas of faddists. 

;\Ir. l'LAYTOC\ (Wide Bay): I congratu
late thP GoYentn10nr on Joing smnetlnng to 
sc·ttle the rich fu:rriculturnl lands IYhich we 
have jn Qw:"cnsL:~nd. This land ha~ neYer 
bc··ll u::'cci for agrjcuhnral purposL·~ in the 
past, and it i:; on!y right, as eYcry merr1bcr 
of tho Conntr-. party has ahyays advocated 
prillla r:; product ion and the settling of 
pt'llplc on the land. and the giYing by the 
Co'- c•rnmcnt of opportnnitico to people who 
vvish to sr•ttlu. tlmt this land should be 
nti)i,,.d for closer scttltmcnt. The method 
of ccttlc•ment is not alto:>"ether what hon. 
nLt~m bc1·.J on thi: side clcsirC · but it is grati
fying to learn that the Minister has im·ited 
criticism concerning this method. The 
~Iinistcr inYited critic1~n1 frorr1 this side of 
the HoLl'e and he has had the views of men 
with practical expc•ricncc. Those views 
shonld go a long \Va:V to aF-.ist him to 
improve th,• Bill. and this improvement can 
be effectt'd b:· his acceptance of amendments 
\Yhich -w1ll he n1oY{._d fron1 1his side \vhen \VO 

get into Committee. I regret that the method 
of S('ttlf'mcnt i, to be on the 11erpetual 
leasehold tormro. I \Yould urge the Govern
Incnt eve:1 at this :::.tagr• to allow tho tenure 
to be oprionul-10aschold or freehold. The 
settlers should haYc the opportunity of 
selecting the land on vdoichevpr tenure they 
v;ish. I can as~Ul'(' the people who intend 
to St'ttle there that, should the Country 
part,\· or rllember ou this side ever atta.in 
the ( ;o,-f'rnnwnt bcnch0s. thf'y will b(~ given 
thf~ OllJK1rtu_r:ity, if they ~o dc"ire, to cqnvert 
their leasehold tenure into freehold. \Yi' 
haH> bc-_•n told hon. member for 
Be that 

1 
in ,;_,hall bo goin.g 

l tnc _1_ho svstcm 111 

\'O(rnn in the ages \Y/:~.5 very 
go~d~oll('. alld jr enableJ rnanv rnen ar'o 
llO\V prc:--.pcron~ to t kc Hll land..., on n1ore 
:~ttrac·t~,-o co11clition;:;;. than are ofl:'cred now. 
Opportnuitif'"' 1\ d'C g-i\·cn undpr the old 
I-loulcc.tr•nd Aet to ~elect land and 
turn that into homes. The men of the 
dny n1 ·de a great success of that Act. 1 
hope thn t ·_,c;ccco; will accrue fmm the efforts 
of the Govcrnn1cnt in connection \Vii h this 
Bnrnctt schcn:e. The GoYernrncnt have 
adopted the group system, hut the hon. 
IT!. ern bcr for Cooroora has gi\ en ~mno evi
dence of the failure of that '>Stem. and vd1v 
thr ballot sntcm should be adopted as more 
equitable and faireL The Bill enacts that 
i E a number of settlers wish to form a g-roup. 
the ::\Iini,tcr ~hall decide which block of 
land shall be given to each of those settlers. 
The ballot ':-<tom can be brought into force 
there. and if the m<>n cannot agre0 amongst 
them'C'l' cs, it would be a fairer wav for 
them to ballot ThP Minister is also going 
to take upon him,elf the power to compel 
the settlef8 to comply with the Act by 
making such improvements as he directs. It 
seems rather harsh that this state of affairs 
should exist, and I do not think compulsory 
impwvcmc-nts should be imposed on the 
settler until he is in actual possession of the 
land. He may have to perform certain 
improYrmcnts. and in the end the Minister 
ma,, not approve of him taking up that 
block of land. \Ye should have more infor. 
rnation in connection wlth the areas that 
this land is to be cut up into. We ·have been 
told that the areas are going to range from 
160 acres upwards. An area of 160 acres in 
a district where the rainfall is only from 
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23 to CO inches vcuh- is not a liYing area. 
That bcPn Pro\·c<t oyer and oyer again. 
As of that. I onlv han• to rder to 
tlw settlement in "my electorate. \Ye 
hrrYe n1cn there ·v:ho ha.Ye "\Yorkcd long hours 
,uJd done eycr;·thing possible to make a 
suc·ccst\ of the land; but owing to the Ulade
c·u~Lto rainfaJl tbcy haYe not :::ucc>ecdcd. I 
r~rlmit that in m,inv of the soldier settle
rt1cLt, then~ arc• rne>~n \Yho arc not adapted 
for farming and thQ sanlC. rnight applJ: to 
thi:; ·ettlC'rrlClH. I nrr1 bas1ng n1y ren1ark~ 
on the experiences of 1ncn I know pe~·sonally, 
and who have tried to conduct then farms 
jn a tlt and proper n1anner, but .. O\Ying to 
the periodical droughts that occur m Queens
land. thcv haYe not Leen able to make the 
success th"at they otherwise would hav-e mad'=. 
\Yht:>n a rnan on an area of 160 acres I& 

i'oing through a drought period he ha~ to 
lcaYe his farm in order to make a hnnil". 
That ha~ occurred in many case~, a:1d rv1ll 
occur again. A man vYith 160 acres will want 
to go in for mixed farming .. I ask any hon. 
member. if thi' man is gomg to place 20 
acres under cultivation. vvhat sized . dairy 
h~rd can he have? It is absolutely llnpos
sible for him to engage in dairying and 
make a liYing on such a small area. In the 
wldier settlements in my electorate a man 
vYith an area of 160 acres had twenty head 
of cattle. He "anted to rear the natural 
increase of that stock. and asked me to 
inteniew the Lands Department with a view 
to his securing an additional area. or to be 
>tllowcd to take up some land adJacent t.o· 
th" Jiying area he had. in .order to run Ius 
drv stoc-k on it. I was mformcd b·,· the 
L;nt!s Dq1artment that. thic selector had 
a 1i....-ing area-that is area allotted to 
him-he could not take up any other land. 

·'T!w remlt as that h'' had to dispose of his 
~tock in ere lse. A man who i~ going in for 
the bcf3t class of stork ronsid(~rs his young 
stock a veT> fine asset. It is. therefore. very 
hard npon. thes0 sddns if they are not 
a llmwcl to take up additional land. or get 
the lease of some additional land from the 
(ioYcrnrriPnt, in order to increase their dairy 
herds and rnake a success of dairying. If u. 
man is going in for mixed farming on these 
160·acre blocks as well as dairying. it will 
be necessl}rv for him to employ labour. \Ye 
all know that in the v-ery near future the 
',\'a[(cs to b,, paid to t!JP farmer's employee 
v..-ill be fixed by the Arbitration Court. 

l\Ir. \YmGHT: Hear, hear! 

~Ir. CL-'\. YTON: He mav be compelled to 
nroduce frmn his fann a:rld sell on a 'ery 
low market. thcrebv not getting· nearly the 
return for l1is products, wi1 h a low market 
and dry season, that he will be called upon 
to pay the men whom he has to employ. 

Mr. Bn,com: There will be no employ
ment in this area outside the farmer and 
his family. 

:\Ir. ULAYTON: There will be employ
ment in this area, and, as I proceed, I wilT 
show how that employmen~ is brou@"~t about, 
not onlv on th,, farm. but m other dncctwns. 
The thinu that is going to trouble the men 
who takt~ up this land is the low rainfall. 
Any person who has been engaged all his 
Jif0 in farming, as I have been. knows per
fertlv well that even with the best land you 
will -not gd a fair return for the hours y~m 
nut in if you do not get an adequate ram· 
falL If I were going to invest in land. the 
first thing I would require to know would be 
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·the rainfall in the urea. bc.'au.;;c rainfa 1l is 
cvc•r~ thinp- in conucctiou with far1ning. 

La ... t nigh· the hon. llH'nlbcr for Darcoo. 
talking about tlw ,mall areas that are to be 
giveu in ronul'rtion ,,-ith this schcrue. saicl 
that w~. an' nmv proftting b:.· the faihn·0 of 
the t•Jlctte.r eellletncnL. A very proud thing 
for any Govcn1nwnt mcn1bcr to say ! 

Mr. BrLCOCJ>: That i, not "·hat I said at 
all. 

1\lr. CLA YTO:\: The Gonrnment will 
profit if they 1 ake the a"hice of hon. mem
bers on thie eide and increase the areas. \Y P 

'hould not have an area of lees than 320 
acres. If a man is engaged in mixed fann
ing ancl faih to rnakc a ;ncccss in one direc
tion, then he ha>· another opportunity in 
another dirC'CtJ~)lJ. It IS pll''asing to 1ne, as 
th~ rcpresPutativL) of an clcrtoratc adjoining 
thts area. to know that c;-cn the hon. mem
ber for l'ort Curtis recognises that we have 
a very fine dcepwatcr port there. I am 
plea,od to "'''" that he recognisee at last that 
·(_-:- rangan i~ a fine dccp,Yatcr port. 

J\Ir. CARTER: I did not know that vou had 
a dPcpvYatPl' port at Lrangan. "' 

:\Jr. CL.\ YTO:\': It is the dutv of the 
Goycrnnwn1 to allow us to rnake ~the vcrv 
best use cf that port. Clause 5 of the Bill 
l'earls-

" The 1\IinistN shall have power. in 
mch manner as he may deem fit. to clear 
and fonn such of the roads sf'rYing lands 
of the a rea as he may desire. and to 
cun:--t,ruct ~ridge.-;, causeways, culYcrt;;;, or 
crossings HI or on such roads." 

The :\Iinister takes power to perform this 
\vork. and \Ye know that last session vvc put 
tl~rough .\\·hat was known as the Unemployed 
\\ orker> I!Em·ance Art. 'CnJcr that Act a 
board ·was formed. and on the rccornn1cnda~ 
!ion of this board, if unemployment exists 
n1 ~n_y rll:-tnrt: the G OYC'rnn1cnt may pcrforn1 
cer,am works Ill that an,a. This Bill goes on 
to say-

; Durin:;- the execution of such works 
the pro,·isions of the Local Authorities 
Ac~s shall be suspended with regard to 
the san1c. Cpon the completion of any 
such work. hov\'f_'Ye-r the ~1ini>"3ter 1na~ 
notify the local a'uthority concernccf. 
\vhercupon the provisions of the said 
Acts <·hall apply.'' 

I that a loophole to alio\v the Gonrnment 
to spcnrl money in these districts and 1nake 
it a charge 011 this scheme in or-der to find 
:vork for tlw unemplo,·ed '? The oppo1 tunity 
1s gtn'u tlwrc. but I smeercl7 hope that in 
an_ .... cO'Js! ructton of roads, bridges; or any
thmg cls" . of that type in this area, the 
Gm·emmem will do o;-erything in their 
po,ver to allow the nwn settled on these 
fat nb to participa tc in the \\ ork going on
partlcularly 1f lheY are subject to dry seasons 
and thr cond1t1ons -~Jf fanning ar~ such as to 
preyent them makmg- an adequate Jiying. 

In connection with this huge scheme and 
the prospect of 1,500 men being settled there 
somc,,-hNe about next month. I \vould appeal 
!o dw Secretary f?r l'ublic Instruction to go 
mto the matter 1mmcdiatch- and see that 
sufficient money is placed Oil the Estimat0s, 
so that the member for the district will be 
able to approach the Department of Public 
Instruction and see that schools are con
str~Ictcd \\·hen this settlonwnt takes place. 
Thts should be done so that the children of 

the scttlPr.: 1nav ha Ye the C'cluca; 1011 t:1cy 
descne, and which i an " ,•t to the people 
of our count1:y. I hope ~he Secn:t~ay for 
Public ln:;;tru\ tion will giYc a1tention to this. 
and \\·ill muyc immcdiateh--tha; it \\'ill not 
be a ca,e 'imilar to others 'that have occurred 
during the last year. where practicallv all 
the \York of that department had to hang up 
uyring to funds not bPing aYailable. 

I cun not going to ruakc• a lengthy speech. 
I congratulate the GoYcrnn1cnt on their land 
settlement schcml', and l hope that the l\-Iin
};--tcr IYill ne; C'pt amendn1l'nt..; con1ing fl·orn 
thi, side• of the Home allcl thu,s improve the 
Bill. It will be more in the intere,ts of 
Quccn·,Jand if he listens to practical 2ugges
tion~ cou1ing from lwn. n1clnbers ou this side. 

:\L'. ED\\',Ul.llS (J-,nru;uol: I wi,,h to 
~'-1 v a fl'w 1\"0rch in cotmPct ion with this 
ali-important mattt'r, because I think that 
en;rvonc in this Chan1her will adn1it that 
land' scttlr:n1ent is the grcatP·t que.3tio:n tl1at 
(.,\ueensland has to dcal with. 

:Ur. BuLCOCK: :\[ore important than the 
raih..Yays? 

Mr. EDWAHDS': YPs. Had greater atten· 
tion been gin.'n to land st'ttlcnwnt years ago, 
the Rtatc would be in a yrr\~ n1u('h n1ore 
prospL'rous co11dition than it is 'at the prc~cnt 
tin1c. 
GOYEH~DJE:\T :\IDIBEHS: Hear. hear: 

:\Ir. EDWARDS: Tinw and again 
been arh·oratcd that Gm·ernmcnts shot 
more notice of n1Pn ,dw haYc had p 
cxpcriPnce. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\li:\ES : Are th 
too nT:all in your district·: 

;t has 
take 
ical 

\S 

C\Ir. ED\Y. \.HDS: \Yithout an:· dou 
In n1y oplnio'.l, the Govern1nent shou 
called in thrP0 practical men \Yho h£ 
experience in a sin1ilar capacity ir ~r 
Statcf'. After all, it is hard to n1akc n-
pari~on iu }and 1vhcn you arc huncl of 
miles away. If you take the practical ,:,ri· 
cnce and adYic,, of men settled in the ,Jpcr 
and Scuthern Burnt tt. I am satisfi 0. that 
they \Youlcl state that at least 320 acres are 
necc~ "'~u·v i 11 rnost of these areas. I 1vant to 
cn1pha~i~c the point, becau~('. in da~vs gone 
bY, \VC had instances. (•ven when the Denham 
Gov('rnnlcnt IYCl'C' ::oPttling n1any portion.;; of 
the Downs, vvherc large estate;:; \VCl'C repur
chased and scrtlcd--

1\Ir. C'RTER: They did settle them. 
Mr. ED\YARDS: Yes. the same as the 

Labour Government of ·Queensland settled 
the soldier settlements. That \\'US the worst 
adYPrtiscment that Qu0ensland could pos ibh
g-ct from a, lrrnd fcttlemcnt point of ;-iew. 
\V c all realise that one ·ettler g·oing away 
from Que~n,land to other parts of Australir. 
or other parts of the world with a bad impres
sion as to the \\·a v he has been dealt with 
as a land settler wdl turn a\Yay many another 
prospecti ,-c settler from our State. The 
method upon \\·hich tlw soldiers were settled 
was IYror;g. and thP Govcrnn1ent were told 
time and tin1o again that tlu~ areas W('rc too 
stnall-as the'· arc now being told. They 
took no notice of our ach·icP. The Sccretarv 
for Public Lands has a wakened to the fac't 
that it is impossible for those men to go on 
under the condition~· that those allotments 
were giving. 

Therefore. it has been decided in many 
instances not onl. to incrr,a,se the areas held 
by the soldier settlers but to give better 

Mr. Edwards.} 
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rondjrions in the \Ya~, of decre-ased rpnts. 
\Yith the knmdedgc that the Goyernment 

haYc before them. I say without 
[5.30 p.liL] any hesitation that they should 

go Yery otcady and see that they 
do the right thing in the cutting up of these 
land'. As I ha.Ye said. the difficulties that 
beset a settler when h · first g-oes on the 
land in Queensland ar" •,omcthing tremend
ous. :-\o one can possibly realise "·hat they 
a rf> n n1an who has been throngh the 
mill. these thing-s should be taken into 
considerai ion. I h~lvC heard hon. mc>mbers 
on the other oidc comparing the Yalue of 
land in the Southern State•- with the valu-e 
of land in Queensland, and also comparing 
thn grmYing of crops in the South with a 
certain rainfall \Yith the growing of crops in 
Quecnslaud. It is almost impos•.ible to make 
an:v kind of cmnpnrison -,yhatever in thc3e 
matters. Tn the firot place some of the finest 
\Yhcat gwwn in Ausiralia-I mig·ht say in 
the world-is grown on areas \Yhere they get 
a. 15-inch rainfall, but under quite different 
conditions to tho,,o that exist in Queensland. 
Jl.fanv of the settlers who ca.mc from those 
\Yheat areas in Victoria and settled on small 
areas in Queensland haye failed through 
their want of knowkdge of the difficulties 
we have to contend with. The reason for 
that is quite apparent to the man who has 
been through the mill in both States, as I 
have be<,n. In the first place, in those dis
trict· where they grow that fine wheat on a 
small rainfall the clay is only 6 or 8 inches 
under the surface. Here in Queensland we 
have very dPep soils, and, if we ha.d a 12 or 
15-inch rainfall, \VC could not do anything 
on the land. In the Southern Bm·nett some 
of the land compares fayourably with the 
rich scrub soils. and all the work in the 
vwrld will not keep the moisture near the 
surface if we do not get .a decent rainfall. 
That question should be given very careful 
consideration by the Minister. 

It is, aftc'r all. a short-sighted policy for 
any Government to think that placing settlers 
on the smallest areas the"· can make a living 
on is the best system to adopt in the inter<>sts 
of the State and in the interec.ts of ·.ettle
ment. \Vhen you get a closely-settled area 
and the fa.rms become oycrstockcd, as other 
members on this side of the House have 
pointed out, the settler caunot go to a 
neighbour and get a little bit of grass to 
carr~ hirn oYer a dry t.in1c. because cYery
bod' i,, in the srune position, and, thcrefor0 
he has to take his stock Inany rnilos a\Ya~:. 
The rt --:ult is that, when they arc cornered 
two or three times like tha.t. thcv evcntuallv 
look for countrv in the backblo<;ks. That is 
what is happcr;ing in my district. Many a. 
small settler has been driven to take up land 
50 or 60 miles away from his home. If he 
could haYe sccnred another 160-acrc block 
alongside him, he would be able to improve 
that area.. improve the breed of his stock, 
and ah:o to improve his hon1e. I an1 one 
of thoc.e who believe that one prosperous 
settler is \Yorth at least ten struggling along. 
After all. the prosperous settler is the best 
adverti.-.cment we can possibly get. All the 
advertising in papers and all the putting 
up of beautiful maps will not do as much 
good as a prosperous <ettler does when he 
writes hDmc to his friends. Therefore, I ask . 
the ::\Iinister to comidcr this matter very 
carefully. 

So far as the Bill itself is concerned, it 
could ha,·e been carried out in one clause. 

[Jlr. Eclwards. 

The ::\linister seems to be all-powerful, and 
the selc. tor has 110 saY \vhatcyer. For in
stance, the sr-cond pai'agraph of clause 13 
reads-

·' For the purpose's of this Act any 
person duly authori::;cd by ~he YI:inister 
ohall haYO the rip:ht at all t1mes of Jree 
and unrestricted acress to ;;;uch '\Yater 
facilitY ancl ihc land on \Yhich it is 
"ituat(,d and the selector shall not 
obstruct' the ~aid person." 

T'ho \Yh~lc of the dan~c~ are son1ewhat 
similar to that. \-\'hat I wrrnt to know is, 
where are the rights of ihe c,cttler? It 
seems to me that the ~linistPr and h1s 
officers right through tho piece have full 
control in e...-cry shape and fonn. The 
}Iinister is actually able to tell the settler 
what class of crops he must grow and where 
he must grow thC'rn, v\ hat irnprovc1nents he 
must put on the land, and _also he has the 
po\vcr to uwke.roads and ~ndgcs at h1s 0\\11 

discretion and add the pnco to the cost of 
the land. Therefore, the unfortunate selector, 
when he is asked to go on the land. has no 
idea what the price will he. and all the~e 
expenses added to the pri?e of the land \YllJ 
make it impossible for !urn tD contm':e oh 
his selection. It would be much better 1f the 
Gon,rnment gave the settler a great deal 
more frcedo:n. 'l'he best settlements tha.t we 
hayc in Australia haYe come about through 
th~< settlor not only knowing what pnce he 
was gm'ng to pay for his land, but also 
being ablo to decide :'"hat area he shon!d 
work. He should rec01ve encouragement m 
m·orv shape and form to carry out what 
imp1:oyoments he desires. 'l_'he selector should 
be given the greatP•·t poss1ble freedom, and 
he should know that he is building a home 
that some day will be hi~ O\Yn: If we take 
the experience in conncctwn w1th settlement 
on the Downs and m the Bm·nctt, as \\ell 
as in eonnection with soldier settlements, _we 
realise at once that it is necessary to g:ve 
the settlers the greatc't fr~ed?m an~ gn·e 
them cYcry assistance ihat 1t IS possible to 
give in the wa.'; of . se~nrmg_ market~ a.n~ 
providing water fac1!1t1es w1thout hmclel
ino- them in the workmg of then areas. 

In connPction with the remarks . of h5'P· 
mcmhc'rs on the other side re~ardmg V IC

torian scttlBment. I would pomt out that 
in the districts of Victoria where the ram
fall is light the settlers did have a strug_gle 
in the mal!ec countr:· and other d1stncts 
for some years, although the GoYernmen~ <_hd 
all that \\:as possible in tlw way of prond;ng 
w<1t0r. cheap rail\Yay freights, and supplymg 
them · y,·ith artificial manure, and also p_ro
Yiding- every facility in 'the way of ednca!IOn 
for their children. AnyDno who. gDes mto 
those areas to-day cannot but bo strn~k, first 
of all. \Yith the poorness of the sml Ill com
parison with the ;;;oil iu tnany of the area:;; 1n 
Queensland. . 

:\fr. CoLLTXS, Do you ,a.y the poorucc.- of 
the! soil? There are milf~s of f:crnU land 
there. 

Mr. EDYL\RDS, I sa" the puorw ' of 
the soil. I could iake the hon. me'mber I here 
"nd shmv hi m that the scrub land h_e speaks 
of is mallee bush. It is in many mstances 
::t 6andy desort. 

;\Ir. CoLLlKS: I have seen it. 

Mr. ED\YARDS, In many inst:tnc0o the 
S<'lectors haYe made good on that country 
r.lihoug.h the soil is so poor, simpl)J Lwea.use 
the Governn1ent have "Come to thPII' r0~C'ue 
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'vith \Vater facilities. Thev haYc convt..'YE~d 
waH1 r for hundreds of 111ilCs in smnc ct~ses 
frnm big stora.ge .rcservair>S. np cunntr:,. 
Tlwy ha n· provided the settlers with cheap 
rni1·way freights, and in the early stages 
\vith artificial manure. You willv S<'e pro•
IH'rous settlers thoro on soil not half no 
!!' Jd a-s that w hi eh W'' have to nffer in 
Queensland, which proves that tht>re is 
"llnething radically wrong with ePtflomont 
facilities in our own State. The Govern
m<·nt have had sufficient experience to be 
::blc to come forward with a land settlement 
AC!JCmo under \vhich the settler will hav0 
his fr-eedom, and under which his home will 
,ume day become his O\Yn. That is a bug
bear a.t present in connr·ction with land 
sNtlcment in Queensland. The present 
tcPurc of land settlenwnt in Queensland is 
m.l in the best interests of the settlc·r. If 
the Uovernmcnt wore prepared to abolish 
rhe perpetual lc~asP tenure and offer the 
S<']ector a freehold tenure, we wo11ld have 
a much better class of settler in Queensland, 
:wd there would be a great deal more con
h·mmem than there is at present I know 
that the :Minister .does not belicwe in the 
perpetual lease tenure. I knmv that the 
Secretary for Agriculture does not bnlieve 
in It. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE : '\Y.hy? 

;>.Ir. ED\VARDS: Did he not st•'J! in at 
Heerburrnm and get 640 acres of freehold 
juet before the Government decided on the 
ieasE<h<Jid 1cnuro ., Doc·s not that .prove 
beyond doubt that hon. members opposite 
who are imposing this system of tenure on 
the settlers do not believe in it themselves? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE: l hanJ 
got a perpetual lease. 

:\fr. EDWARDS: Yes. I dare sav the hon. 
gPntleman is grabbini all he V can get. 
(Laughter.) The hon. gentleman knows that 
some da.v the Cou:Itry party will come into 
power and give him the opportunity of 
aegniring a freehold, and that is the r£·ason 
"·h:v he is getting hold of that counlr:.-. 
Th0~e are questions in connection with 

land scttlemout whic.h I hope the l\1 i"ister 
\rill take to heart. If the :!\Iinistcr is \vel! 
ach·iM'cl lw will lt>t the contract to obtain 
wa.tce on these blocb b0fore tho settlers go 
on the land or when the land is allotted. 
I hope that the :Minister will accept an 
f:ll10ndm0nt with regard to the allottin" of 
the areas. First of all. ho has to decide as 
to who the 6eloctor shall be-whether an 
applicant ha.s had f:lufficient experience to 
jnsti fy his -election. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE: That 
sYstem has been in operation in New South 
\\'ale' for many years, and it is o, very t!ne 
systen1. 

_\Ir. EDWARDS: The ::Ylinister has to 
clN'ide. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC L \XlJS : Some
body has to decide. 

:\lr. · ED\YARDS: I am not -;a.-.-ing any
thmg against the heads of the department
I haYe the gneate~t respect for them-but 
they are not capable of deciding this matter. 
It is all Ycry well to question a n1an as to 
whether he has had practical experience, 
hnt a good old farmer will tell quic\, and 
live!" whether a man will make a success 
on the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LAXDS: If that 
BY ·tern had been adopted in your case, you 
would nevt'r have got on the land 

?>It·. ED\YARDS: The Governm<·nt '"ill 
l"' compelled to adopt that. system. ".nd oali 
in 1nen \vho have bad practical expcrll'nce. 

The SECRETARY FOH l'CBLlC LA;;DS : \Vhy <b 
thcv ask the officers of the Department of 
.:\ 'J;·iculturc tD help thcn1 in their difficnll-ies
irt the analysis of soilB, for instance? 

J\1r. ED\YARDS: That is wh"'t !hey ar 
there for, and it is a different n1atwr .alt~J-
g·ether. It is a pity the hon. gentl:rnan d1d 
nnl think of that before the soldH'rs weec 
settled at Coominva. and g-et the: soil anal:,scd 
instead of putting the sofdiors on the poorest 
sod he could possibly get. I hope the 
q uestionf:l. I have raised ,vill be can::fnlly 
considered by the J\Iinister, because land 
settlement is the key of the position in the 
State. Evcrvonc in the State is interested 
in the success of our land settlement. I hope 
that the Government will not treat this 
Bill as a partj measure. Let us discusE it 
in the best interests of the people nnd of 
those who are going on these area;;; \Yhen 
I hev arc cut up. The Minister will be well 
ach~ised j n seeing that t,he areas are mado
inrge enough for successful settlement. If 
~l'ttlers a.re jamn1cd up in srnall areas, as 
they are in many places in Queemlmod to
Gay, it will bo quite impossible to make a
success of the settlement. 

lilr. NOTT (Stanley): I am particulady 
glad to see this Bill brought boforA the
House, because it illustrates the fact that 
tlJO Government aep seized with the import
ar.ce of settlement on the land in Queensland. 
Tltcy have brought forward this Bill to 
n•ake better proYision for the settlement and 
dc•velopment of lands in l:pper Burnett and 
Callido districts. The Bill. although it only 
deuh with one portion of the State. may b.
YNY far-reaching, and I hope that th•' 
11inistcr in tho adn1iHistraiion of the rncasnre 
\\ill be careful to guard against failure. 
bc•cause, if the scherno is a sucCP~·s. it \YiH 
g1ve chances for further development. To 
'llv mind, the Government have had a tl·e
m~·mlons number of chances of deYcloping 
Qncensland; but, unfortunately, they ha Ye 
frtiled in a great many of their efforts. 

There arc a number of features in the 
Biil which mmmond themsel\'ee to me-tho>e 
in l'Cg'lrd to railway construction, road 
1t1aking, and \Vater proYisic.n. I am pleftsed 
!hat it is recognised that these three factors 
should be giYcll paramount consideration, as 
t.hey will g-o a long way towards g€lting 
seHlors in the area. But. on the other hand. 
sl>me provi>ionil of the Bill are likely to act 
a< dcturrcnts, especially the claus<J \vhich 
srn-s that the sdcetor will be practically on 
probation for six months. If the Govern
n:L'nt an:· going to gut experienced nwu, the· 
probation may be of smnc nse or of no use 
who.tever; but, in any ca,;e, it wiil depend 
a good deal on whal chance they haY" nf 
doing anything on their farm3. If the 
\Ycather conditions aro against thcr:n, pro
lwtion for eix months is not likelv to show 
"·hat the qualities of the men would be if 
the-y had a chance of doing something, 
because t,hese farms will be undeniopsd at 
the start. Take m:v O\Vn case. I have for 
rnany years: practi~ed what is very e:ften 
l<'rmed drv farming. and in a goocl sea-on, 
after you have got your farm in going· order, 
quite a lot oan be done by it; but the diffi
<'ulty arises in the developinental ~tagc:?, 
,.,.hen the man ha8 not learned the idio:nn
cTa:3iP:-> oi l1i~ block. For that reason~ I 

Mr. Nott.] 
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CClnsidcr that the six 1nonths' probaticnary 
1 crio,l is totally inadeqv.ate. 

A good deal has been said b hon. mem
bers on both sicles of the House as to the areas 
proposL'd to bn given, and hon. rncrnber:;; oppo~ 
site hn,yc quotud farn1cr3 who were making 
a liYing on Slnall areas. I haYc kno'\Yll 
£430 to be taken off half an acre of 
land in growing ton1atoe~. I ha\ e also 
known 95 tons of cane for plants and twenty
two dra." loads for milling to be tak0n 
off four-Jifths of an ::;crc in the J3undaberg 
district. But it '">ould be foolish for me to 
say that it is possible to get those returns 
at any tirne. Those arc exceptions, and I 
think it i~ \Yrong foe rncrnbers to quote 
exceptions. Or, if you are growing ginseng 
for the Chinese' market, it is possible to make 
a living· off a very stnall area, but it \\·ould 
be foolish to quote that as an industry in 
\Yhich 1\'C could u;] 0mbark. Then som.c hon. 
member said that it \Youkl not be one par
ticular class of fanning \Yl1ich w-aukl bo 
undcrtakPn, but ruixed farn1ing. One hon. 
member on this sid0 mentioned the numbc>r 
of cows \Yhieh he thought would be sufficirmt 
to occup:, the attention of a farmer, and there 
were interjections that th0ro would be other 
thing:::-, such as cotton-grOIYing. I an1 hoping 
groat thing·s from cotton, and I \Voulcl like 
to give a liitlP illu~tration of 1ny experience 
this year. I haYo just harYc~tod 5 acrf's out 
of a little over 30 acres, the rest having been 
fed to I h<' cows. So far I h<n·e taken off a 
little o.-cr £100 \Yorth of cotton. At the same 
time, maize and sorghurrt \vere plantl'd, but 
failed absohrtuh·. The man on that farm 
did not intend t.o plant anv more cotton not
\Yith,tanding that re·ult 'lmt I ha.-c ~ckccl 
thcn1 specially to do so. 'For son1c reason or 
other thee· do not like the harvesting, althoug·h 
thev do not mind pulling corn or doing any
tiling cls:::·. 

I hope that in th0 dc.-Plopment of this 
J3urnPtt scheme the :::\linist0r or the officers 
who an' likel:· to be controlling it will travel 
to other V'Lrt:J of Australia to sec ho\v so1ne 
othct' sctt:enH~nts are bcino· worked and to 
inquire into the n.)asons i·or ~ome of the 
failure' Ol' trouble, experienced at the com
tnencernent of ~irnilar conunnnal ~cttlenu:'nts, 
so that. to the lwst of our .abilitv we mav 
provide against failurp fro1n the s~~e cause;. 
I hop0 that urnong·:-.t other {)laces the Yanco 
irrigation area \Yill hn Yisitcd, and very 
careful inquiries nwdc in regard to its adn1in
istr:1tion n nd working, beca:usp th0 ~Iinistcr 
will find any amount of food for thought in 
the rea<::ons for the failures and huge losses 
experienced in the establishment of the can
ner.'; and butter factorv, for instaucP, b0causo 
the difficulties which obtained in the Yanco 
case wi !l obtain to a Ycrv great Qptrrec in this 
Burnett area. Indeed, the part otthe scheme 
which I fear 11101'0 than anv other is its adn1in
istration. I know tho BU:rnet( district fairlv 
wcll~I h<n·e be"n o.-cr a good deal of it~ 
and there io good land there, just as there is 
land of second and third elaos quality as well 
as land which is WOrth \'Cry little and it \Vill 
not be because t lw quality· of tho' land in the 
Burneit is not there that failure will occur. 
If there is going to bo a failure, it 1vill be 
bcc_au~c of the administration. The thing 
which makes me most concerned about its 
administration by th0 Department of Public 
Lands is the management b:· the GoYcrn
mcllt of what I might term busincs--cs. \Ye 
have SN'n what has .. happened in tho vanous 
State enterprises they have controlled. It 
is no use occupying the time of the House 

[Mr. Xott. 

in mentioning thf',m individually~'' c know 
tho general rrsnlt. Then, again. 1ve haYP 
seen the report of the Auditor-General and 
noticed the tremendous deficit on the rail
ways. The other night we heard the hon. 
n1ember fnr Brorncr explaining the 1110thod:-; 
of working in the Ipswich Hailway \\'ark
shop~. To nw mind, \Yhat he described as 
happening there exactly explains to us that 
deficit. Then we ha.-c ilw soldier scttle
mcnt.'. It is all .-cry well for the Gm·ern· 
mcnt to say that they arc• not altog<'thcr 
responsible for the fai!'urc of some of them. 
To rn~7 rnind, they arc absolutely responsible. 

\Ye haYc al,,.o an in:'tance in tho Coominya 
solclipr settlement. \Yhen the hon. member 
for Cunninghan1 ''as speaking, someone 
interjeetccl t-hat the soldiers had to bo helped 
a lfO.od deaL Dncl ~omcolle rnade a remark 

c about the soil haYing to be 
[7 p.m.] analysed. I rrgroe \Yit~ the 

hon. member for Port Cnrt1s that 
tlw present Agricultural Chemist is a .-ery 
able man. who knows his business thoroughly 
in relation to soil analvsis. But I would like 
to point out that the' soldiers were on the 
s.•ttlem0nt at Coominya for years before the 
Government took the tmuble to analvse the 
soil in that locality, notwithstandin'g that 
the present Agriculwral Chemist was in the 
<kpartment all the time. . v.-hen you look 
et what has happened in the various spheres 
that I have mentioned, one .-iews with a 
great deal of trepidation the moss the Govern
ment arc likcl;v to make of this settlement. 

Mr. Kmw.1:-. : Thev cannot make a bigger 
me .;s than \Vas mad{; \vith Jimbour. 

l\-Tr. :\OTT: There has been a good deal 
saicl about the quality of the land in Queens
land. The quality of the land in Queensland 
IS particular!:. good. In face of that, why 
loa Ye we nol: had more settlers? Up to the 
time' that thio UoYcrnment took office land 
sc·ttlcment was going ahead fairly well, but 
since thev hnYe been administering the 
affairs of 1he StatP therf' ha:" ccrtajnlY bcPn 
a .-erv bio- dc~rcase in land settlement. I 
h( ard·- one

0 

Gov0rnment momber son1e time 
n go remark that the reason for the decrease 
irl settlen1cnt of recent venrs \Vas because 
a lot of tlw best land had bf~en s<'l:tlecl in 
the old days. and the present GoYernmcnt 
had not such good land to offer fo1' sPlec
tion. I think there i' any quantitc· of land 
in Queensland practically as good as any 
that •vas settled in days gone by. If people 
are anxious to go on the land, the~,~ can 
get a good dPal of particularly good free
hold land not. as the hon. member for Port 
Cm·tis savs. 100 miles from a. harbour. but 
within 40 or 50 miles of Brisbane. There 
i< any 'lmount of it to be got, but it is there 
lyiug idle with the .-irgin scrub still standing 
on it. 

i\Ir. CAHTER: Duo to priYate enterprise. 

Mr. :\OTT: If there was a demand for 
land for settlement. that land would have 
been settled. ThcrP has been a \·ery gTPat 
decrease in land settlement since the Govcrn
nlent came into rowPr. 

Mr. CARTER: You would rather settle in 
Africa. 

Mr. :\OTT: In rculy to that interjection, 
let me sav that I consider the land in 
Queensland' from top to bottom is as good 
land and even better land than you can 
get in most parts of the world. There are 
other men of the same opinion as myself. 
I know of sonw men with a large amount of 
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ceapital who have gone to other countriPs. 
not because there is a dearth of good land. 
"r t?at the nat':'ral recources of Queensland 
are m any way mfenor to the countrv wherp 
they have gone, but simplv because t'he,· did 
not expect to rccPi ve either justice ot: fair 
treatmpnt from the Labour Government of 
Queensland. (Government dissent.! 

:Mr. CARTER: They wanted black labour. 
)\Ir. PEASE: l\lr. J:\layers. \Yho "·cnt to 

h .. enya, "\Vas a pear ruan 'vlwn vour vart:v 
:..-as in power .. but bccarne a rich ~nHln uuder 
Labour Administration. 

The SPEAKER: Order 1 Order ' 

Mr. NOTT : I kno\\· of a man \dlO tuak 
over £40.000 capttal out of Queensland, and 
It~ and others who ha,·e inyestccl in other 
countncs ·clld so lwcau;.e of the interference 
thal tl~cy rcc·e~YPd and expected to receive 
~t the nat~d~ o£ tlw present rcginH'. Another 
IactDr vdnrh has had an important bearino
O~t land settlement in tl1i~ State-and it als~l 
ha3 had a d(•tri1ucntal f':ff~>ct in ieducing th0 
'YP~ of scttlcrB that the Govern1ncnt are 
~l'~rrou~ of securing for the Rurnett land:-;
{irur~v fal'BlP.l'S \Yith capital raHrrin!l: fl'Olll 
£800 . to £3.000-is the poli(' c~i fixation 
{)f 1n:rrcs L:v the pr0sent G(n-·('l'lliucut. At 
the titnc of the lmth'r cri,is. l saw c1uite a 
nu.mbcr of farmc1·s fron1 ::\e,,- Soutll \Yales 
\Y]lO had come to Queensland. aHd thev 
a~l:ecl if it \YaB correct that th0 Goven{
mor;t had cornmamleored bl!1tcr and apuointed 
a ( ornnnssroucr of Pncc~. Tlwy lik,:-d our 
lnnd and climate. but tht'\' clid 11ut likP 
the condition:) existing under tiH.• Labour 
GaYermnent. 

:\h. GmTER: Tlwy still oontc hPre. 

::Ylr. :\"OTT: AccordiniT to the fiiTlll'e' m 
("·ottnPc-tion \Yith land s~?ttJc1ncut. tlw\- ~ aro 
not all coming· here. \Ylwn \YC coiBider 
lhe. quality of OL!l' llatural re'·oUr(·e::.. it is 
o.bvrous that y: c ill'(' not I'ecciving· anything 
ltke the numbC'l' of JWOjJlc v,c sh<mltl. \Ye 
uug-ht to hayp new Sf'ttlen; cotniiJg- here in 
thou::;ands of 1hcir own frC'c \Yill. '\Ye haYe 
got roorn for lnmdreds ·of thonsarh:-3. 

:'.lr. C'.\RTEll: IY e \Youlcl m'ccl to ha \'0 l:lack 
labaur here for so'uc of thcJu. 

~~r. T\O'rT: A11other factor opC'rating~ 
~ga1nst the ~llCCl'Ssful :::.cttlf'ment of our land~ 
1S the adoption b, the Gm·Pmntcnt of the 
pohcy of pPl'petual l0aspho!d a:S again6t thP 
freehold t·er,urP. If the GoYcnmlert \\'C'rc to 
arlopt the pDlie:· of the {'ouHtry part.'·· 
and allo"' new settlers a perpetual lt'aseholcl 
w1th the opportunity of ·f·ouYertinc.r it into 
freehold if t 1tey .cJPsirl' at a latP/ elatE' it 
woulcl hPlp considCJ"ably to soln' the qup,. 
twn of lancl set tlcmcnt. ThPrc has been a 

c1ca1 t:iaid on thi~ ~ubjr-ct. The• hon. 
• 

1 
fo~· Aubigny quoted ;;.. )Hll' fig-u1·r-s 

la~t 111gnt 1l1ustrating the difference ·in the 
pnee of land of t~1e sanw qualih undPr the 
t,.o tenure·· l han' hk<'n the. tmubh' to 
\York out th(' figure~ in this rr-gard for a 
159.acre farm in the :\" anang·n district. The 
J'C'tltal of sur.h a farn1 unt1e1~ frrehold tentn'f' 
for a period of hYPnty .:-ear~ work~ out at 
Bel. an acre. After titat ]Wrioc! thcrP is a 
further payment. In tlw f]r,t hYenty Years 
the selector would pa: £106. and clm:ing the 
H1crerd1ng ten years a furth('l' £106. n1aking· 
a total of £212 for his frceholcl. If w~ 
~tak~ the san1~ area_ UIH1Pr 11erpctual lt•a-se
llOlet at the pncc that has been put on some of 
"the lands in tlw same loralitv. \\'C find that at 
ihr, end of twcnt~· yeaH thl' selector \Yotdd. 

have paid £190 15' .. cvc>n if hP did not have 
n reappraisPn1cnt of his rent. and he \Vould 
have no opportunit.Y of continuing to hold 
1 he fann \Yithout a reappraisement "\Vith a 
Labour GoYcrnment in pow(•r-a Govcnunent 
that g-oes in for :-ocia l i~tic enterprises. The 
rental for this farm for the subsequent ten· 
yea1· lh)rind under pl'l'j)Ptual leas(~, \Yithout 
anY rea ppraisemPnt. \YOu]d brin2' the total 
rent n 1 up to £296 2s. 6d .. as against .£212 
for 1 h0 san1e a~;riculi 11.ral fnnn un<:.lcr frec
llnld tcrnJf('. Tlw r1ifi:'errnce to the 5PlC'ctor 
at the Pllcl of that periocl is that. whibt in 
the first ca~c the fann 1\·onlLt bccon1e his 
property at the Pnd of thirty years after 
llw payment D~ £212. nnder the perpetual 
len Phold syoStPm. nohvitlntonrlin2' that he 
wonlc.l hayc paid oYer £90 more i11 thl' sa1ne 
pr iocl ami that lw would br subject to 
reappraise:neut at c.·0rtain period~, tho land 
would not b0 his own. Is it- likeh-. ·whC>n 
the prC';.:.Plli GoYC'nttnf'nt have the Jlower of 
ren ,; .• ~:-:~in:): land. tlw1 th0v are going to 
refrain frou: doing- SO? } r, Wf' loo]~ back a 
little. \\'O find rhat the\· took the oppor-
tunit~- of anc.l Putti11g- up ihP rc~nts 
of the ArP theY likely to stop 
with thP .--'Jn~:dlc1· llU.lll? Th{~- \Yili reasse~s 
the L!nc1 of thP small fa1'n1f'l' ,i"ust as ardontly 
ns t1lPY rc .. ls~C'···~cd th:• pa~tondist~' rPnt~ wheu 
the l~t0 Prcmler. thL Ilon. T . ..J. H.ynn. 
:--tated hP \Yml1c1 nwkc the pa~tora1i.-.,ts 
FqnC'a1. 01' ]atcr th0 GoY0rnn1ent. 
v;ho nrP 110\Y making pr01niscs to thP ~n1all 
nun,. v,-i]1 turn round. ~1ncl make that :-.1na1l 
lrHlll .-.qnPnl. or tlle)-- will rnilk hirn of anv 
n lllDunt of n1one.'· iu order to p:o in fo~· 
::;.ociali~tic Statf' entcrpri:3es. 

The i'ECRETIRY FOR AGRICl'LTl'RE: You 
Oll!.dti to 1 p ashamed of ~·ourself. 

1\Ir. :\"OTT: As the hon. member for 
A11lri·t hn~ •aiJ on rnorf' than one orca.sion, 
'· Call tlw 1~'oparc1 <'hangc l!i:s spots?" 

::\Ir. CoLLlX~: Sonw of the hon. n1en1bers 
on tlutt -icl{' change~ their spots ver!- often 
\Yhl'n thc·y :;;hift frmn one y.artv to another. 

:'.h. :\"OTT: I how that a good many of 
i1H' srnal1er fanners will 11ot bo disappointed. 
r >air! at tlw outsd ihat I \YUS particularly 
g\acl tint ihc Labour GoYernment had recog
ni"'d th fad that. in the interests of the 
futurr- prog-l'c<;:;;; of Qnc0n~land and of every 
:c-0ction of th0 connnunity. prin1ar.\· dcvelop
rucnt Jllll"t bP Pllconragcd. 

1\lr. KJH\'\'A'-:: Hear. hear! 

1\Ir. :\"OTT: For that reason. I hope that 
the GoYernmcnt \Yill be 11articularly careful, 
aml that when thc'Y come to administer this 
rt!l'asure. the, '"ill do all in their pawer. 
ancl \Yill not S1Joil the >hip for th<' sake of 
a coat of paint. and that "\Yhoever is going 
to admi11istn the Act \Yill go down to the 
\Tanco and other irrigation areas. and 
inquire as to \Yhv the factaries that were 
put up lost mell a lot of money at the 
be~i11nin'~·. nnd ·why the~. "\Yerc not success
ful. He should ascertain wh> thev were 
fail nre . ..,. so as to ~uard hirDself uagainst 
similar bilnres c·req1ing into the Burnett
Callidc s: stem. 

()ppQ,:[TIO'-: 1\IDlBERS: Hear, hear : 

l\Ir. :\"OTT: 1 am satisfied that if failure 
occurs ai all. it will not be because' of the 
qnalit:: of Jhe land. or because of the men 
taking up tbt> land--

Mr. FOLEY: Yon should include " or the 
conditions. p]thcr." 

Mr. Nott.l 
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Mr. ="OTT: I belieYe tbat if there is a 
failure at alL the reason for it will be the 
failure of the administration, and nothing 
else. 

l\Ir. VOWLES (Dalby\: This is a Bill to 
make better provision for the settlement and 
development of lands in "the Up11er Bm:nett 
and Callide," and cons1dcnng the prmc1ples 
which are contained in it I submit that we 
hah, to remember that' this is part and 
parcel of one of the biggest schemes that 
Qu(•ensland has been engaged in for many 
years. The justification for the expenditure 
of a lot of money in railway development 
and the future schemes for water conserva· 
tions which are to be indulged in in this 
and adjoining localities are all dependent 
upon the resourcefulness of the land which is 
under review. In entering into a scheme for 
the development of that land, I say that we 
should deal with it in a non-party •pirit--

HoKOcR.\BLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. VOWLES: And sec that the amend
ing law is made such that the land 
will be made as attractive as possible so that 
we shall get the best class of selector. There 
is an old saying, "Good wine needs no bush." 
If that saving is a truism, why is it neces
sary for the Gove1:nment to go in for a 
s:vstem of boosting and propaganda in con
nection with this country, which is repre
sented or misrepresente-d, as the case may be, 
through the medium of the Labour Press? 
If this land is all that it is supposed to be 
it does not need the cheap advertisements 
which have been circulated in the "Standard," 
the "Worker," and the" ~\.lert," which, after 
the exposure which has rccentl:v Leen made 
that the advertisements in the Press as to the 
value of this land have been paid for by the 
Government, are not going- to do the settle
ment any good. It may be a coincidence that 
these advertisements appeared just prior to 
an election. 

The SECRETARY FOR Prm.Ic LA;.;ns : Does 
that apply to all advertisements? 

Mr. VOWLES: It doe·J not apply to all 
advertisen1cnts. If it "'(,;'e-re n0ccssarv to 
adwrtise this land, then I should sa,: the 
advertisement was cheap and nasty. If it is 
what it is supposed to be, then there should 
be no occasion to advertise it in the wav it 
was advertised, and more particularly thro~rg·h 
the mediums through which it was advertised. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC LAXDS: Are all 
the g·oods of the merchants in Brisbane bad 
because they are advertised? 

:11r. YOV\'LES: No: thev are not adver
tised in partisan pny}crs j·u~t prior to an 
election. There art' other IWw·~papers, such 
as the Gavndah " G:l.zette." "-hich is the 
recognised ·mouthpiece of public opinion in 
the district, and circulates in the midst of 
this area, and the scheme was not advertised 
in that paper. It was left to the little "Alert" 
newspaper in MaryLorough. I have only on 
one occ~sion seen a copy of tha.t paper. There 
has been a heated discussion and congratula
tions to the editor for his patriotism in 
boosting this laud, and thc.n we find, in 
answer to a question in this House, that the 
••ditor of the "Alert'' for his patriotism 
received a sum of £40 6s., while the 
"Worker" received £51 3>'., and the 
" Standard" £37 10s. 

The SECRETARY FOR p,;BLJC LAXDS : 'i\'ha t 
for? That is for the whole of the adwrtise
ment. 

Mr. CoRSER: For advertising this scheme. 

[Mr. Nott. 

The SEcRLTARY FOR I'rBLIC LAXDS: V\'rong. 

:\Ir. VO\VLES: These figures have been 
taken fron1 the an:<\Yer to a question which: 
app{',"ll'Pd on the lm::::inc~s-papcr on Tuesday 
lasL It is verv regrPttable that the Govern
ment should h'an· to ach·crtise through such 
sonrcc~ in order to boost th~~se lands, because 
their <1C'tio11 Q.'iYc:-; crf'dence to a good deal 
of th" hosti!,; criticim1s which have bel'n. 
lm·el!ed at tlw lands and the merits of the 
scheme iU'nerally. I am om> of those \\·ho 
COllll' to thi~ nwticr -with <l.. free nund. but 
I cannot on•rlook thf' fact that the depart
mental reports fron1 tin1c to tin1e, which '\Yere 
quoted by the kader of the Country party, 
ro to sho'., that this is a district which is not 
~11 that it is reprcs('nted to be. It i;; like 
manv other unfortuuate districts in Quem
lane( where the soil has all the necessary 
qnnJiflcations, but it i~ n1ost n1islcading t_c 
the ;..;ettlers \Yho go there, as it has 'vhat I:S 

known a~ an aYPragP rainfall, which, unfor
tunately, is not eyenly distributed. 

The SECRET\RY FOR PcBLIC LAKDS: \Yhat do 
yDu suggest \Ye ~hould llo? 

:\Ir. VOI'\LES: If the hon. gentleman \vas 
to settle the lands adjacent to existing. rail
wav lines, he woulcl be doing better busmess. 
\V c have got to this stage in connection with 
this scheme that so much public money has 
been spent that v:e have to go ahead. \Ye 
have to carry the scheme on for g·ood or bad. 
It is the Govf'rnment's proposal. It is their· 
burden, and all I can hope is that it will be 
successful, not from their point of view, but 
from a Queemland point of view· on account 
of the big sums of money that are invested 
in it. In starting out on ventures f'Uch as. 
this, would it not be hetter for the Govern
n1ent to nHike the schcrne as attractive as 
possible' \Yhat is the proposal here? The 
Government offer merelv two forms of tenure 
-perpetual leasphold a1;d grazing home5tead. 
\Ye arc told that this area-of course, I 
know that only a portion of it is intended 
to bP O[lened at present-,vill be capable of 
carrying 15,000 seiPctors-·the Premier made 
that staten1cnt. The figures are no1v reduced 
to 5.0CO, and \Vf' arc told that it is proposed 
to settle about 1,500 settlers immediately. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LANDS: Xo, I 
said there are 1,500 selections ready. 

?vir. VOWLES: I mmld like to know if 
·m? statenwnt i,, wrong that the Premier 
tolcl us miu·inallv that the scheme was capable 
of absorbi]}g 15,'000 selectors, and now it has 
been reduced to 5.000. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: You get 
some in tell igencc, fLnd I will reply to you. 

:\[!'. \"0\\'LES: I WO!.!ld ask the hon. 
~entleman if that is not so. \Vhy has thPre 
been a falling off in the anticipated settle
ment from 15,000 selectors to 5,000 selectors? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS.: The rest 
of the land is 11ot ~lesig-ncd. 

:\lr. YO\YLES: \Ye have to profit by the 
experience of the past. The hon. member for· 
Brisbane interjected a few moments ago
and this is one of the things \Yhich brought 
me to mv feet-something- about the experi
ence in connection with the Jimbour settle
ment. It should not be forgotten that the· 
Jimbour settlenwnt is plain cow;try, and ~hat 
the land is capable of producmg anythmg. 
A lot of the land ''"e arc dealing with now 
has to be cleared. and it will cost anything 
from 25s. to 30s. an acre to clear it. 

Hon .. J. G. APPEL: :\I ore than that. 
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:\1r. \'0\YLES': ',Ve have ju··t as good an 
average rainfall on the Darling Do1.vns as 
there• is in the Bumc1t. Probablv the soil is 
better-I believe it is-but I an; putting it 
on ·even terms. \V hat was t)lo trouble in 
con.Irction \vith Jirnbour? It was over
capitalisation. I ask if vve arc not doing that 
here. t>erondly, the ,Timbour Commission 
found that the areas were too restricted
that they 1verc not liYillg areas. Are 11·e not 
warning the hon. gentleman that he is going 
to perpetuate that mistake)'? A third reason 
in cotmf'ction vvith the non-success of the 
Jimbour settlement wa, tho l.\nsympathotic 
t~·patllH'llt by the ~tate Advances Corpora
tion. 

The S: 'RETARY FOR PunLIC LA:<iDS : On Cecil 
Plains Ollc settler last year, with 640 acres, 
had 400 acres under wheat. 

:\Ir. \'0\YLES: I know the settlers there 
as it i~ in my electorate, and they are tryin~ 
to grow whea.t. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA;-ms: This man 
got £LOOO last year from wheat, and he is 
on a srnall area. 

Mr. YO\VLES: I know all about that 
selector. He' is an experienced farmer, and 
1£ you av-erage hJR returns for the time he 
has been on Cecil Plains vou will find that 
he has not been too suc~e~sful, although he 
1s a man who does Hot work eight hours a 
day-he works eighteen hours a day. \Ye 
vv-arned the Government, when thev were 
dealing w·ith i\lount Hutton that thev were 
perpetuating mistake~ and iiving insUfficient 
a_reas where they should hav-e been giYing 
h vmg m·eas. \Yha t has been the result 
there'? Half of the land has gone out of 
occupation. \Yhat is the clamour on Cecil 
Plains about' It is claimed that, if the land 
1s to be put to lts best use-it is mixed farm
ing land, agricultural and dairying-the 
areas arc too restricted. I have introduced 
deputatiom to the Secretary for Public 
Lands, who hao: been invited up to the settle
ment to chscu·'S the subject vvith the settlers 
and to see if some scheme cannot be evolve·cl 
whercb:· the areas can be increased, so that 
!he settlers can make a decent living. \Vhat 
IS the good of talkmg about the quality of 
soil' Look at the historv of the Coominya 
soltlier settlement. refened to a few moments 
ago. The GoYernment put settlers there on 
a limited area of land, which. after ant1lysis, 
was praYed to be unsuitable for 1 he purpose 
for which the "ettlers were put there. I 
heard the :\linistcr ask this afternoon why 
farmct'' go 10 the Department of Agriculture 
when they arc in trouble. Do they not g·o 
there for the p!lrpose of getting what the 
dcpartJ.ncrn '"a' established to give-that is, 
SC'Il'lltlfic as~IHancc? If you arc going to 
put In en on country such as we are talking 
about to-rh<:·. it would bo better to give 
them analyses of tho soil in the first place, 
so that they ma:> know the purpose for which 
it is br t mite-cl. 

The SECRET\RY FOR T'eBLJC LA:<iDS: It is 
impo"ible to do all that with the staff avail
able. 

1\Ir. \'Cl\YLES: Then how are 1hoy going 
to get it? 

The SeCRETARY FOR T'l'BLJC LAXDS : \Yhom 
\Hmld :con expect to get it 'from? 

Mr. \'0\YLES: I would expect to gd it 
from the Department of Agriculture, if I 
WL•re a prospectiv-e settler. I want :o know 
whether the information is at hand. It 
has not been at hand on other occasiom, 

aEC \Vhere \YO are dealing ·with the iuy~_~~t
nwnt of trust funds for tlw irr1provcnter:t of 
l<Ind I sav- that we should giYe them a pwpcr 
dart and- tell them what tho land is capable 
of vroducing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC L.',;u:;: \\',, 
canuot du that; they will ha....-e to \Yait. 

:\Jr. \'0\YLES: With respect to the areas 
of the blocks. I vvas astonishecl last nirr·ht to 
find that in the designing of this land. do·.yn 
to blocks of 160 acres each ill ~onw cases, 
half the land is available and half is not. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR I'cBLIC LAXDS : :More 
than half is available. 

:Vlr. VO\YLES: The lion. gentleman spoke 
uf 5l acres out of 160. 

The SECRETAI:Y FOR l'LBLIC L.l.XD.3: l saitl 
t l!Cre would be 50 acres of Jiret-class land. 

:\Tr. VO\YLES: If that is all the fit·st-class 
L Hcl m a 160-acre block, you are going to 
keep that man's nose to the grittclstone, 
tlr,d you are not going to give him an oppor
tunitY. I have warned the Go•:c•rnntent 
before.hand on other occasions, and I arn is.;:;u
ing a note of warning no\v. I ask rhen1 to 
be <'areful and sec that thev do not do in 
the future what they have d<ine in the past. 

'1\ ow I woultl like to refer to one or two 
minor matters. I notice that a new principle 
is imported into this measure in paragraph 
(,·) of eubcla.use (2) of clause 4, which reads-

" The opening prices of the perpetual 
lease selections and the ammal rental 
during the first period of graziag lcome
stc•ads shall be so detcrmineti as to. 
include any enhanccn1ent which in the 
opinion of the :\•linister is or will be 
conferred on such lands by the provision 
of cleared and fanned road:;;, bridges, 
cuh-erts, cause\vays, or crossing and of 
public ·,yater facilities under the powers 
hereinafter conferred upon the J\linister." 

That is all right. That is going hack to the 
old principle vv-hich was contained in the 
Public Estate ImproyemPnt Fund; but, 
11hilst you arc dealing with that, would it 
nut be proper for the 1\:Linister to consider 
the capitaljsation of the cost of pntting 
water on the land in the tlrst instanc:c ·: 

The SECRETARY FOR l' CBLIC LAXD.S: It is 
net intended to do that. 

:\Ir. \'0\YLES: It. should be dom'. becHIBe 
it is a most vital thing. What is the use of 
,,.OIT~·ing about cro~8ing~ and bridges and 
nHld~ it yon aro not going to givo the sAlec
lor that which is vital to his prosperity
that is, if you are not going to put the 
water on the indivitlnal holding? 

The i'JECHETARY FOR PrnLIC L.\XDS: 'I'lbt is 
·what \Ye arc doing. 

:VIr. \'0\YLES : The Government are going 
to lend him the mone:; with fifteen years 
in which to pay the interest and rNlernption, 
except that no redemption is to Le pa.id in 
the first two year5, and they are going to 
l< nd him the money to provide the Jllant on 
scYcn years' tPrms. I say that that L'Xpen
(litnrc should be' capita1ised. The inlprove
n C'nt is a lwa V'-i there in the forn1 of a clan£ 
or a wimlmilf, and sufficient monev would be 
paid on the capital basi·' to allow for d<)pre
cic1tion of the plant if another selector takes 
it over. The :\Iinistcr has to rcalis<~ that 
the settler has to pay his rent and mak0 his 
living. There are a hundred and one things 
he has to do with a limited area of land, and 

Mr. Vowles.J 
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evcn·boclv kno\Ys that it is the small irritat
i~g ~pa_vrllcuts which a rnan is romtwllcd to 
o-nake during the early vart of his period on 
the !and before he gets properly on bis legs 
\rhich keep hinl fron1 adYancing. If you can 
gi YL\ men the opportunity to adv ,·_ne'--· right 
frnm the \Yorcl "go," you are likcl,,- to gPt 
bettPr set tJcr, thHn othcrwisv. 

Prc; wus SJ>eakers ha Ye referred to the 
cl.teotton of tenure, and I would like to 
c>n•r·hasi;<• poims which the:· han• made. 
\\·,, arc all out. not to rr:· to put int" effect 
an~ particular pLn1k or plaiforn1 or cranki
r:{ '.:::-ho\Y('YC'l' YOll like to dcs{TilJc· it-but 
to fntn1P a srhc_,'nle which v.-111 i'Ccure r.bc best 
protc~tion fot· the public- ftmcl' ,,-hich a.rc 
Leing invlstcd. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXD:3: They 
a1P all actuat0d !):,· ihc Lest motives. 

Mr. \"0\\ LES: We are all actuaiccl bv 
one motive. The time has arrived when the 
Minister should take achantagc of another 
plank of the Countt·3· party's platform~he 

has taken advantage of some of 
[7.30 p.m.] them in this Bill. He should 

make it optional \\·ith the selec
tor \Yhether he will continue under a per
petual leasehold tenure or acquire the free
hold of the l>eml. If that is clone, it is 
possible that you might get a better class 
of settler than you otherwise \Yould get: and 
you would then haYe a man who would be 
prep a r0d to stand on his own resources, and 
not look to ihe Government to be spoonfed. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR p CilLIC L.\:-<DS : If the 
capitali:-5ing of the machinC'ry oYer a nun1ber 
of yearf'\ 1~ 11ot spoonfC'cdin?', l do noi know 
what ;,_ 

Mr. VO\YLES: There is the capitolising 
of bridgt'"'. crossings, and culverts-they are 
not permanent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTO LANDS : They 
arc more permanent than n1achinery. 

i\Ir. VO\YLES: Yec,. 
The SECRETAHY FOR Pr:BL!C LANDS: They 

han' a definite life. 

.i\fr. YOWLES: If \VC get the rain that 
occur::- ir1 ~ome seasons, it is quite possible 
that the life of thocc bridges, <·r03sings, and 
cuh·erH "·ill not be ver: long. 

The Sr:cRETAHY FOH l't:BLIC LANDS: You 
are a ,J ncmialt. all right. 

J\Ir. \"OWLES: I would' iike to point out 
to the hou. gentleman that \Ye arc departing 
frorr1 Yer:v old ('Stablished principles o£ selee
tion. Cnder the previous methode of selec
tio:l n nwn applied after a proclamation, 
and either his application \\as accepted or 
he was compelled to ballot. for the area. 
:\"ow it is propos_,cl to put him on some sort 
of probation. He has to. go through a pre
liminary process, and during that process 
he is to be subject to ihe direction of the 
Mini ,ter, more part icularlv as to th,, class 
of \York he shall do. and hm,- he shall con
timw to do thnt >York. I would point out 
to the 2\Iinistc•r that the Bill, in dealing with 
thi~ rJPW fonn of selection, saYs-

" If an allottee fails to occupv his 
portion within the specified time 'or to 
the satisfaction of rhe Minister to 
improY" the portion allotted to him or 
maintain all irnprovements, he maY be 
called npon by the :Vlinister, at any time 
prior to the date of the issno to him of 
a lieenH· to occupy, to sho\v cause .. " 

I would like to ask the hon. gentleman at 

~Mr. l'otrl!'s. 

this stage if there is any rn·oyislon in the 
Bill ,,-hich tdls the man' ,,-he:c he shall be 
entitled to his license to occup;~. He~ goctJ 
there on prr,lmtion, and he has got to prove 
hjs Lona fiJ0s by going into occnpahon. 

The SECHETAHY FOR PrBLIC L.\NDS: You 
know the land laws. 

Mr. YO\VLES: I know them quite well. 
He has to do sneh work as the l\[i nister 
directs hin1 to do, and in a wav in ·which 
th<' J\1inistcr directs him. If iw fails to 
occupy or to improve the porti?n allotted to 
hin1. or make the nece . ..;.sary unproven1onts 
prior to the issue of his license to occupY. he 
C<th be called upon to show cause. \Yhen 
cl of .s he get his licc'n'c to occupy? 

The SECRETIHY FOR Pl.:BLTC LANDS You 
know the ections of the principal Act. The 
principal ".\et alw appliee in relation to this 
matter. This Bill will not be the only law. 

l\lr. VOWLES: He has got to make cer
tain improvcn1ents, which amol.lnt to a nng 
fcnre or an cquiYalent improven1ent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLtO LANDS: He has 
to keep thP fence in r<'pair. and hP has to 
reside on the holding, which means that he 
has to ha vc a house. 

Mr. VO\VLES: He could have a house 
without having a ring fence. 

The SECRETARY FOH Pr:BI.IC LANDS : By 
re,idence is meant that he ,.hall haYe a 
house. 

Mr. VO\VLES: There is no necessity for 
the Minister to tell me what the clause 
n10an~. It says " any equivalent ilnprove
mcnt." 

l\lr. MORGAN: He could live in a tent. 

Mr. VO~VLES: Ho could live in a hut. 
The SECRETARY FOH PT:BI.fC LANDS: The 

conditions arc not very onerous, are they? 

Mr. VO\VLES: Thev arc an inno;-ation, 
'ttld the,, open up a ;,ew order of things 
altog-ether. They open up the impo:tant 
question of c;roup settlement. :V1y expenence 
of gronp sc!tlcment~a good deal ot 1t too)<: 
plac(~ in mv clectoraiP some hn1e ago-IS 
that there has l1een no bigg-er abuse of the 
land la\\"S of Queensland than there was 
under th0 group settlement system. There 
v.erc all sort' of frauds perpPtrated: men 
were exploited. bogus mc1nber:s of groups 
were put up, and rights were sold to every 
class of people who came along-. I hoJ?e 
that that sort of thing will be pre;-entecl m 
the future. · 

Th0 SEOHETAHY FOH Pr:BLIC LAXD~: Do you 
not think that the officer,- of the department 
will be n ble to eontrol that' 

J\Ir. \'OWLES: W c arc told that the 
Mini-tor is rroing to do all these thing", but 
"\Vl' rc:allse that, no n1atter how de-1irous he 
i~ of doing the rjghi thing-, he "\Yill be in 
Bricbnne. and the selections will be a con
siderable distance a\Yil\. There is the right 
of di:'crirnjnn.tion as re'gards indiYiduals who 
am entitled to land. Is the 1\linistcr ]Wl'· 

son ally going to decide these matters? 
The SECRET.\llY FOR PrBLTC L.\NDS: There 

will be an appeal to me. 
:i\h. VO\VLES >How is the hon. gentleman 

going to decide that appeal? Are men 
going to line up and show their horny hands, 
or arc they g-oing to be judg-ed on their 
phvsical capacity to plough against men who 
ha~·c not that qualification? ·what arc to be 
their qualifications? 
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The SECRET\RY FOH Pc:BLlC LA::-;Ds: I am 
going to dPcidc jn the ~arr1e way as your 
profe'3ion decides-on the evidence. Your 
profr~,sion givc8 irnportant decisions on 
eYirlcncc. 

Mr. VO\YLES: 'The hon. gentleman tells 
u·'· that he is going to decide on evidence 
that will be taken somo distance away. 

The SECRETARY FOU PcBLIC LA::-;Ds: That is 
the only way that I can decide. 

:\Ir. VO\VLES: At the same time he tells 
us that thf'ro aTe certain men on the land 
whom nature never intended should be 
pla~':d on tlr• land. How are you going to 
decrcle th<ese factors on evidence if vou do 
not see the individual? • 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LA:\DS: How 
could ;·ou deal with the matter by ballot? 

Mr. VO\YLES: I am onlv opening up the 
argument. \Yhat are th'e principles of 
determination ··going to be? I agree with 
the hon. g•"ntleman that many men go on 
the land who have uo right to be there. 

Hon. F. T. BuE:;:::-;Ax: You see there is a 
time for probation before the license to 
occupy is granted. 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes. The giving of the 
land is in the hands of the agents of the 
department. 

The SEcRET\UY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: The 
officers of tho department. 

Mr. VOWLES: Has the individual to 
prcsc•nt himself personally to the Minister 
or so1nebody else a11d say, "I am one appli
cant; this man is the other applicant; now 
d<eciclo •vhich is the more suitable?" 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::-<DS : You set 
up an. Aunt Sally and then proceed to 
knock It over. 

Mr. VOWLES: Xo. I hope the Bill will 
work out well. It is Yorv noticeable-rnore 
particularly on soldic•r settlements thrcn any 
wh<erc else-that, if some of those individuals 
on the land there had been placed in some 
other industr} than on the land, they would 
have bu•n much happier and v. ,Jnld have 
had a much better chance of carrying on. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: Hear, 
hear! 

2\{r. VOWLES: The supervisors of the 
settlements realise that, and they are gradu
ally weeding out those unsuitable selectors. 
You iind discontented individuals who were 
never intended for that vyork. \s soon a.s 
you can got 90 per cent. of the men who are 
congcni'd to one another and arc there for 
the purpose of assisting one another in the 
settlement, then it is going to prosper. 

'The SECRETARY FOR l>UBI.IC LANDS: Every 
soldier made good at Maria Creek. 

Mr. VOWLES: I can say that 90 per cent. 
of the settlers succeeded on Cecil Plains. but 
they were crippled by the seasons. They 
have been compelled to stand up to the 
seasons. I hope that we shall have the same 
luck with this settlement, so that we can 
have 90 per cont. of the settlers successful. 

Hon. F. 'I'. BREKKAN c Do you blame the 
Government for the trouble in Japan to
day? 

Mr. VOWLES: Perhaps the hon. gentle
man should have been there to explain 
matters. It is provided in the Bill that a 
person can borrow money under a bill of sale 
or stock mortgage on the settlement, and 

that those securities need not be reai.:;trred 
'Th<• Bills of Sale Act and the ).I~r~antil~ 
~.\rt nrc on onr ~1 atutc-book for one purpose, 
ond that is to protect the mercantile public 
agaiu:-t fraud:3. 

I-I on. F. T. B:n:r:x~;~:>;: 'The Cri1ninal Code 
is there too. 

Mr. VOWLES: The Criminal ,:ado is 
there ]f a Inan romillit,, a fraud after execut
ing one of thc~0 documenLJ. Lnlcss the 
docum0nts art~ r<'gi~tl'red, they do not carry 
an:; weight. 

The SF.CHEHHY IOR Pc:BLIC LAxns: Do vou 
not sec that that is a concession ? y 

:VIr. VO\VLES : If a man is going to deal 
\Vjth another by giYing hin1 credit in antici
pation of crops he is not in a position to 
find out •vhat is the financial position of the 
settler unless there i, some form of registra
t'on. Prima facio any man who has stock 
upoH a s·:ttlement like this is mortgaged to 
" fund or to the department, whi2hever it 
may be. You are going to cripple the 
settlers' borrowing power and the ordinarv 
con1Incrcial pow0r of indiYiduals unless yoU 
put the m0rcantile people in a position to 
protect th0mselvcs against people who are 
out to defraud them. I offer that as a 
suggestion to the ::\Iinister. I am talking 
about the man ,.-ho in the ordinarv course 
of e.-ents, if the sccsons are good. \\~ould be
come an affluent individual; but the time 
tuav con1e when that 111:111 mav have no 
fnuCl~. f1c then goP~ to th0 ~torc}~p,:pr>r. IYho 
takes him on trust. but ,,-hen the harvest 
com('S round he mav have £100. The store
keeper under this Bill \YOnld be at a dis
advn,ntage, because a s0crct srcuritv mav 
ha .-c been signed by the settler· to the 
department-a bill of sale or a stock mDrt
gagc-which would operate against the store
kcPper. 

'Cilr. IV. COOPER: .\Yould not the same thing 
happen to him if the selector gave a mOl't
g·age to a bank '? 

:\Ir. VOWLES: ::\o, because that mortgage 
\You~,] be rcgi~tE:rcd. 

Hon. F. T. BnEXXAX: Are you inferring 
that the men will be dishonest? 

::\lr. VO\YLES: The hon. gentleman has 
suf!icient business experience to know that, 
when he is dealing with bu-iness men, they 
like' to have a business securitv. I know of 
hundreds of cases ,.·here farn1ers are given 
credit in respect of fencing wire and other 
merchandise on the security of their future 
crop~s. 

Hon. F. T. Bmx::-;AX: On a lien oyer the 
crops'? 

::\Ir. VOWLES: No, I do not know that 
they expect a lien over the crops. 

lion. F. T. BRLXXAX: Of course the~· do. 

Mr. VO\YLES: They do in some cases, but 
they do not make a practice of it. 

Mr. W. CooPER: The bib· commercial insti
tutions do it. 

Mr. VOIV'LES: I know that commercial 
institutions do it. Thev would take liens 
over 1 he souls and farniiies of the selectors. 
I am talking of a business man who takc•s a 
cliPnt on his face value, and gives him, his 
wife, and family food in anticipation of being 
paid for it when the crops are harvested. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS: ·what 
does that mean'! 

M1·. Vowl<"s.] 
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:\h. YO\YLES: If a stock mortgage is not 
re.c:istercd, he has uo po,siblc chance of fmd· 
ing out its exl~tencc bv a search. 

The S'Ec Rt•:nm: roR Pcm.rc LA~ms : I see
:this tru.:..t you arc speaking about is given 
a ftN he is searched! 

::\Ir. VO\YLES: ::\o. The cost of register
ing a s+-ock n~ortgage is 3s. 6d., and the cost 
of regi,tcring a bill of sale 2s. 6d. The 
department has its printed forms, and by 
that expenditure tlw con1mcrcial n1an is put 
in the posit ion of lc10wing whcth0r his client 
is a rnan of straw or not. 

The SECRETARY roR PUBLIC LANDS: \Vhat is 
the legal cost? 

:\h. VOWLES: I understand the Public 
Curator does the legal work for nothing until 
the client gets the bill. (Opposition laugh
ter.) The possibility is that the P!.!blic Cura
tor will charge a lot more than the legal 
man. I have seen a bill from the Public 
Curator which proves that. 

Mr. KrxG: So have I. (Laughter.) 

::\lr. VOWLES: There are many big prin
ciples im·oh·ed in this Bill. I hope the ::Ylin
ister will look at the Btll, as I have done, 
from a no11-party poillt of viev, and not for 
the purpose of making capital out of it, but 
for the purpose of placing the best possible 
measure on the statute book. The :!'.1inister 
has been gracious enoug·h, and the Premier 
himself has also been gracious enough, dur
ing this sessiotJ to accept at least three of the 
principles wh1ch were embodied in the plat
form of the Country party. 

Hon. J. C. APPEL: Hear, hear! 

::\Ir. VO\YLES: Let him go a little further 
in this particular measure and give an option 
to the selectors whether they will have per
petual leasehold or freehold. If he does so, 
he will be going the rig·ht way about creating 
a contented settlement. The "Minister must 
realise that in this case he is not dealing 
with Crown lands, but with lands some of 
which have had to be resumed at a pretty 
big cost and with big developmental schemes 
which are a charge upon public funds. It is 
for the protection of the public at large that 
whatever scheme \VC put into operation will 
be the most attractive for the purpose. 

::Ylr. FOLEY (L~ichhrmlt): I did not intend 
to have anything to say on this particular 
measure, but owing to much of the ad,-erse 
C'riticism levelled at the GoYernment from 
the Opposition benches, I thought it advisable 
to bring· one or two points before the House 
which have been kept strictly in the back
g-round by most of the hon. members who 
have taken part in the debate. Before doing 
so, I would like to say that the congratula
tions of the landless men of Australia are 
due to the Gm ernment for the manner they 
have opened up that area of country, and 
also for the manner in which they have 
launched out on a developmental policy in 
rC'gard to the construction of railways so 
that. when selectors are placed upon the 
land, every facility will be at thei,r disposal 
to see that thev have access to markets for 
what they may produce from the land. 
(Hear, hear!) A great deal has been said 
by the members of the Opposition in favour 
of the freehold tenure against the perpetual 
lease system. \Vhilc several members were 
discussing the Bill, they departed from the 
principles of it, and pointed to the benefits 
of previous land legislation, and to the 
deficiencies of the land legislation passed by 

[lllr. rowles. 

the Labour Goycrnment. I ha Ye made it my 
business to make a fpw c·onlpari::.ons of the 
position as it exi,ted with regard to our land 
bws priOr to 1915 and the position as it 
exIsts since Labour can1c i11to power. 

Take, for instance. land opened for pastoral 
lease. Before 1915 cnry block of land opened 
for pastoral lease, in the ev-ent of there being 
one or more applications. was submitted to 
auction. rrhen: was no lin1itation or restric~ 
tion of any kind as to the area that could be 
held under pastoral lease. Ther.,fore it must 
be_ apparent that the wealthy pastoralists of 
this State ~ad an advantage inasmuch as they 
could :mtb1d the smaller land seeker. The posi
tiOn smce Labour came into power has been 
changed considerably. The Land Act Amend
ment Act of 1916, which removed this injustice 
to the small man. provided for what is known 
as. the preferential pastoral holding. "C"nder 
thts Act pastoral tenants and O"razinO" tenants 
are disqualified from applying'i' for /: holding 
thrown open for selection, thereby gi,-inO" the 
lar:dless man an opportunity of securing land. 
Pr1onty of selection could be secured bv an 
applicant undertaking personal residence for 
the first seven vears, and in the event of 
simultaneous applic-ations the matter was 
decided by lot, and not by auction. as was 
the case under the old evstem. The old 
system has not been repealed. and the Secre
tary for Publir Lands can. if he considers it 
advisable, throT open land and put it up "to 
auction under the old system. - Before 1915 
there was no provision in the laws to prevent 
a pastoral lessee, whose lease was becoming 
'9-uo for resumption, frorn putting expensive 
Improvements on the land with the object of 
prev.enting selection. There are many glar
mg- mstances nght throughout Queensland of 
wealthy pastoralists improving their land to 
such an extent that, when the land was 
resumed, it was impossible for a new selector 
particularly if he was a small man, to apply 
for it. The Land .\et Amendment Act of 
1916 altered that position and made provision 
that pastoral lessees" whose holdings were 
becoming due for resumption., must not within 
t;vo year~ prior to the due date for resump
twn put Improvements on the land unless the 
permission of the Minister was first obtained. 
It is apparent that this legislation, to a large 
extent, has protected the landless men ·and 
the small man against the tricks of the 
\Yealthy pastoralist. 

I an1 n1rntioning the:·O few points on 
account of the adverse criticism that has 
been lenlled hy lnembers of thn Opposition 
agamsi land legislation pas·-.ed lF this 
Go,·ernmcnt. Before 1915 land cot.tld be 

as agricultural selections---land held 
to the performance of certain condi

tion< •aml for \\·hid! the freehold was even
tu:dh obtainr'd-or as unconditional selec
t ions·. for which the freehold was also 
obtained, the purchasing price beinO" paid 
in t\wntv onnual instalments ,~-ithout 
intf'rcst. ~ 

. The danger from this system was apparent 
1n that the land could be taken up by men 
holus bolus th1·oughout the State of Queens
land, and thev could lean) it without 
settling on it or" improYing it. I took adYan
t :_gc of this privilege on one orcasion in 
the Korth, and obtained a piece of beautiful 
land on the unconditiona 1 S\ stem. Ha·d I 
desired, that land could haYe been held 
until to-day and no improvements need have 
been carried out bv me That was· the 
position before 1915. · The hon. member for 
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Stanlev 1vent so far as to point out the 
beauty. of acquiring land under the agricul
tural 'election sy,tem a, compared "·ith per
petual leasehold. Since tlw Labour Govern
:mrnt ha Ye hcf~n in po\Yf'r tlwy ha vo passed 
1egi.slation giving assistance to' tho~e holding 
ugrJcultural Bclc, tions. and havr .abolished 
wch a thing o.s taking up land under the 
unconditional scirction -chcme. The Land 
Act of 1916 J1rovidcd that agricultural land 
could only bP acquired as perpetual lease 
selorhons. The lea~c is a lease in pcrpetuitv, 
divided into pc>riods of fifteen wars. ari'd 
the annual rent for the first period is 1~ 
per cent. on the capital value of the land, 
and for each wccecding period of fifteen 
vears it is determined bv the Land Court on 
the unimproved .-alue of the land. 

A good deal l1as been said against the 
·reappraisement of land under the perpetual 
leasehold system. I cannot •ee anything 
unfaiT about it. The land is one of the 
acsets held by the Crown, and. if the Crown 
has not power periodicall :. to reassess on the 
cunimptoved value of the ·land. the enhanced 
value as it accrues from tin:le t{) time or 
the benefits from it are going into the 
pockets of the individual who owns the land, 
and who probably has done nothing towards 
increasing its value. For insta.nct~, a railway 
or some other big improvement might be 
put through the land held under freehold 
tenure. That naturallv enhances the value 
of the land, but the' indi.-idual has done 
nothing to help towards that enhancement 
of value, and he reaps the benefit and the 
State loses. Under the perpetual leasehold 
s; stem the State gets the enhance-d value that 
takes place from period to periou on a 
dec1S10n of a Land Court iudge. Due 
allowance is made for any (n1Jn·oven1ents 
placed on the land bv the lessee when the 
Land Court is reasees~sing. and a reduction 
i" made according to the cost of those 
impr<. vements. Tl1e system is an equitable 
one, and I think that most of the hon. 
rr,embers oprosite who have taken part in 
this debate and who have referred to per
pctual leasehold do not reallv believe what 
they are saying. Any of the ·Lands Depart
ment officers will tell you that it is ::;enerally 
realised throughout Queensland that the per
petual leasehold system is a much better 
one than the old system of freehold. 

Before 1915. if a selt'ctor met with mis
fcrtuntc during the period "·hen he should 
be ]Wrforming the conditions of personal 
residence on hi::; ·,election, there \Va.s no 
adequate provi,sion to a- '.ist hirn, and his 
holding was forfeitable in law if reJidence 
"'"' not ]Wrformed. Selections subject to 
per.sonal residf'nce conditions C'ould not be 
trnnsferrcd during the f!rst five years of 
the tcrlll '"'cept in case of the death or 
imanitv of the selector. That ·was all 
altered. by the Land Act of 1916, which pro
Yided that, if a selector l.Jeco.mc incapacitated 
hy reason of serious il]nc,.s or n1isfortune 
anc1 1vas prevrnted fron1 complving with 
the prescribed conditions of personal resi
dence on his selection, ht' mig·ht apply to the 
:l\linister to tran~fer his selection to so1n0 
elig·ihle person. and after due inquiry had 
beEn made such provision might be grant0d. 
There is another conce-ssion to the selectors 
of Queensland which was not given prior to 
1915. It was provided before 1915 under the 
Land Act as it then existod that if an 
agricultural selector did not within twelve 
months after the expiration of the twenty 

years' term of his lease exercise his option 
to freehold the land, his rig-ht of option 
was barred, and the selection and all pre.-ious 
payments forfcitod to the Crown. The 
Labour Government remo.-ed this inequitable 
provision. and tho Land Act of 1918 pro
,-idcd that at the expiration of his agricul
tural farm lease the selector is given the 
option of ext<'nding 'his lca~c as an agricul
tural farm for a fm·thcr period of ten years 
and of paying the purchase money still owing 
in ten equal instalments, or of converting his 
ter,ure to a perpetual lease, in which event 
his annual rent is 1~ per cent. of the original 
purchasing price of the farm. · 

~1any men w·ho had previously taken up 
land under the agricultural farm system 
that we l1eard boosted bv the hon. member 
for Stanley have seen fit to convert their 
holdings into perpetual leaseholds because 
of the much better conditions under the per
petual leasehold system. 

Dealing with auction sales, and taking 
the position as it existed before 1915, we 
fmu that town, suburban, and country lots 
were submitted to auction, and the purchase 
money was paid over a period not exceeding 
ten vears. Freehold title. were then issued. 
and ·there was no restriction as to the number 
of lots that each person C{mld hol-d. Under 
the Land Act Amendment Act of 1916, town, 
suburban, and country lots were submitted 
t.o auction as perpetual leases only. The 
rent for the first period of fifteen years is 3 
per cent. on the capital value bid at auction. 
For each succeeding period of fifteen years 
the rent is determined by the Land Court 
at 3 ner cent. on the capital value of similar 
land· in the same neighbourhood. By ths 
Land .\et Amendment Act of 1918 no person 
was allowed to apply for or hold more than 
six areas in the same locality as town or 
suburban leases and improvement conditions 
were also imp~scd. These conditions have 
hau a big effect in preventing land specula
tion and jobbing in Queensland. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber must get back to the Bill. 

Mr. FOLEY: I will. I ,,-as particularly 
concerned about dealing with the allegations 
of the members of the Opposition. Those 
hon. members had a free "go" while I was 
sitting in the Chamber, and, although hero 
and tlwre thev did ap)llY their remarks to 
the BilL they were giv.en a fair amount 
of liberty in getting right awav from the 
Bill altogether. I thought on that account 
that I should lwYc thr privilege of replying 
to so1ne of th(~ir allegations again~t La.bour 
lf•gi~lation during our term of offi('e. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member had 
that opportunity. 

Mr. FOLEY: Quite so, and I appreciate 
your patience, Mr. 'speaker. I conside,· that 
!he Government need have no fear 0£ tho 
success of these selectors once they are 
"llo!.i.cd their portions, provided thn Land 
Settlement Committee which has been fore· 
sh,•dowcd is judicious in selecting the rig-ht 
type of men. I would strongly urge that 
once settlers are placed on the Burnett area. 
in connection with this scheme, w.hich is the 
lal'gest ever launched in Queensland, efforts 
be made in conjunction with the Department 
of Agriculture to establish right throughout 
the area some system of agricultural schools 

Mr. Foley.J 
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'\'hf'rc not only the rising generation, hnt 
also the adults settled on the 

,g p.m . .J land will receive the necessan· 
edu<:ation in the A I3 C o'f 

agriculture. Ylany of them will have had 
ne) pre,-ious experience in agriculture, alJd _I 
n·nture to say that 90 per cent. of them_ will 
have no technical experience, and proy1''1on 
should be made for them to receive all the 
tL'chnical education that our instrn::1 ors ca:r. 
give tlwrn. If you travel right throughout 
Quel'nsland, you >vill find t.hat the lmlk of 
tbt~ farn1t>rs, although they may bt· g-?od 
pra,ctical fanners. have not got the tL·chnwal 
D[[l'icultural educatwn, \vh!Ch 15 moot esser;-
1 ial. The hon. member for Barcoo. who rs 
a student in agriculture, in n previou." debate 
iu this House pointed out that he had sceu 
men w,ho could be classed as practical farmers 
using two difi:crent 1nnEures on thrir land 
which gave a ncgati,·c result. \Yhen we 
get instances such as that, wo see the need 
f<,r some attention on the part of the 
Guv-ern1nent to agricultura~ education, rwt 
onlv amongst the rising generation but 
an10ng the adult fanners in the State, and 
particularly in connection with those who 
will be settled on t.his area. The benefits 
remlting from agricultural education have 
Lccn rn<'st rna rked in Denmark, which i~ a 
much older country agriculturally than 
Q .. wensland. Right throughout Denmark 
ag-ricultural schools ha VC been established to 
[ll'Ovidc technical instruction for the farmer, 
and a'• a resnlt the farmer on a small anea 
of bnd in Denmark is in a much better 
pcsition to make a " do" of it thnn he 
otherwis -, would be. 

The provisio:1 in the Bill for the providing 
of water facilities to the new selector is a 
cieparturc from the practice adopted in the 
past. and I hane every confidence that it will 
he amweciatcd by every c-elector on that area. 
This sy5tc1n v .... ·ill work rnuch mol..'e satisfac
torily 'than if the ~cttlers were compelled 
to get advances throug.h the Stat,, Adv,mces 
Cc•q1oration for the purpose of loc~ting \Vater. 
The 1\linistcr has tht.~ po\Ycr to prnvide 1vatcr 
on each st~lcction, and. if any bore or YYl'll 

is a. failure, the cost will be charged to the 
"vho]t~ schcn1e. This wjll n1ean that the new 
oelectors will be !reed from the co6t of sink
iug bore alter bore and then have failure 
at the end. I have known instancu in mv 
own electorate where men have sunk up to 
!'ix bores on an area of eountry in an 
endeavour to locate water and thev have 
had to bear the whole of the cost. Such a 
condition of affairs will not be possibl0 in 
connection with the settlement of t.he Upper 
Burnett lands. 

I have everv confidence that the scheme will 
turn out a h~gE' success and will be a rrlonu
ment to th<' Labour Government. J\hwh of 
the criticisrrt of hon. n1cmbers oppo-sit0 has 
r,ot been against the I3urnett scheme but 
against the legislation the Labour Govern
ment ha.ve passed, and many of those hon. 
membc.rs must be aware that they were not 
strictly adhering to the truth in some of 
the :1llegations made. 

J\'fr. FRY (Ilurilpa): I listened very care
fully to the speech of the Secretary for 
Public Lands, and it impressed me very 
much. It appeared to me to be n verv 
carefully preparec't speech. It was an opti
mistic speech. and certainly it was very 
informative. Thu hon. gentleman dealt as 
far as possible with thee principles of the 
Dill, and he gave many details which will 

[Mr. Foley. 

r1s:-,ist the _Hou,:.:c. and I cun only hope that 
chc rP"!lt d'Om the scheme will justify his 
anticipa.tions. I was aloo pleaserl to know 
that the Mini,tcr g<ne credit to member~ 
of the flpposition for the information snp
l'lied to him in connection with the UppCl' 
Hurnett countrv. He tolrl the House that 
hr· had pPrused 'tho speeches of hon. members 
and that thr•y had been very helpful to him. 
That \V _1;3 very refreshing coming from th·~ 
:.\Tlnistpr, for it is a long tin1c sinc·J a men1ber 
on the front Ccvernnwnt bcnc.h or thos.:J 
,itting behind, ha" give!! credit to the Oppo
'ition for anything at all. vVe have heard 
rnany speeches on this question. Son1e hast~ 
been full of spleen. while others have been 
full of information and have been very 
ir.<trncti,·e. Those which have been full of 
splecu came chiefly from the Governmt:~t 
sJde. \Ylw that should be I far! to sec. m 
view Df tGe f:tct thar no hon. n1cmber 1vho 
has ')Joken on this Bill has exprcs,ecl any 
vie\vs antagonistic to the Bill They h:J. ve 
considered the Bill on its merits, and have 
o,Jered criticism. Although that criticism 
mii.v not have coinciclcll with the opini0ns 
of 'the :\linister, at the same time it wao 
wn- hc>lpful. indeed. Frequently th~ 
rrit~icisrrt that 1s ]cveHed at Governn1ont 
n;ea:;nrc..,. bv men1bcrs of the OppJ.sition 
should bring to the mind of the Minister 
new avenues of thought \Yhich would makE' 
for an i;-nprovecl Bill. \Ve know from 
experience rhat Bills have been ;nrroducetl 
into this House_ passed through hurnedly, 
abuse levelled at the Opposition for th<>i1· 
criticisms, and then at a· later period the 
sanw Bi!ls have ha.d to be amended in pre
cisely tlw direction suggested by the Oppo
sitior•. The hon. member for J,eichhardt 
point-3 ClUt thut il is a departure for the 
Government t J make proYision for water on 
new sell'ction· \Vhether that is so or not 
is immaterial at this juncture. Vv'e n1ust 
remcrnbPr that the Gov0rnmcnt arc f'lecred 
b:· the people to make laws for the good 
gm·crmncnt and management of the >:itate 
;tnd for the well-being of the people as a 
-,.hoh~. Xo one is in a better position than 
the Gnvcr11mcnt to provide a big- water 
t-cherrH C:-'lJOf'iall:; in connection -...vith a 
schr·rne snch as this. 

\\"ater schemes arc carried out by local 
authorities and water boards in the cities, 
and we an• adopting the san1c idea hen:~ on 
a larger scale. It is to be hoped that when the 
:\lini'ster is dealing with the question of 
''-alL'<' hP will also consider whether it is " 
possible to find a catchment area in the 
rang-es which will hold \Vater to give suffi
cie~t power for the generation of el_ectric 
power and lighting. The water stored m the 
catchment area could be allowed to flow 
through the hydraulic machinery and gene
rate the necessar:v lighting power for the 
district. after which it could be use-d for 
irrig-ation parposcs. This is admitted to be 
one of the ,-reatest schemes wnich has been 
undertaken by any Government in Queens
land. The results we are aiming at are 
chiefly to populate the State. The desire 
is to settle men on the land and enable them 
to produce the raw materials for the estab
lishment of secondary industries, and thus 
provide emplo:vment in factories for the 
people in the cities. That is certainly a work 
which the Government should undertake. I 
was disappointed in the Minister's reply to 
my interjection as to whether preference 
would be given to returned soldiers. The 
hon. gentleman said distlinctly "No." I 
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thought he would 
for the men who 
front. These 
the land b~· 
mises. They 
their gratuity money, also their 
savings, find many of them have to leave 
the land they took up on account of the poor 
oualitv of the soil and the impossible con
ditions they have had to put up with. I 
thought that some provision would have been 

· made b_y the Minister for these men. 

Mr. COLLINS: What soldiers do you refer 
to? 

Mr. FRY: I am referring to the soldier 
settlers who haYC met with failure on the 
land, not through their own fault but because, 
as the Minister admitted, the land, m many 
instances, was not suitable. \Vhen the Beer
burrum Soldier Settlement was established 
the hon. member for Murrumba adversely 
sriticised it, and the hon. member for Bowen 
and other Government members said that it 
was the best land in the State. These men 
have been induced to go on the land by 
alluring advertisements and by speeches made 
during the elections, and the Government 
•hould now turn round and tell them, "We 
have wronged you. You have put your time 
and money into thes-e settlements, and you 
shall be given favourable consideration under 
this 'Scheme." These m~n are industrious 
and hard-working, but the land they have 
been given is w poor that it requires a fortune 
to fertilise it. I that before the Bill 
goes through the "\vill give some 
indica don that these men be provided for. 
I would point out that, men are selected 
for this settlement, the shoul-d 
not make the We 
!{!lOW that on form to 
a man to fill will have to 
t}lC of he has in 
the his It is 
that c£200, 
will get preference over the man 
on·lv £20, although the latter may have three 
n~ four children. Probably the man with the 
most money will get the best opportunity. If 
the Government adopt the policy of choosing 
a man because of the size of his purse, they 
will make a big mistake. There are 
men with families who have never been 
to save sufficient money to accumulate a 
banking account, but they have reared 
families which in time to come will be of 
more value to the State. These men should 
be given favourable consideration. 

The question of freehold and leasehold has 
been. touched upon, and hon. members on this 
side have been accused of abusing the prin
ciple of leasehold. I listened attentively to 
the hon. member for Cooroora, who spoke 
favourably of the leasehold tenure, so that 
it cannot be urged that the Opposition are 
opposed entirely to the principle. The Sec~ 
retary for Agriculture himself-the specialist, 
the deputy leader of the Government, and the 
man who should lea.d the way-is a man 
who bought freehold when he could have had 
leasehold. Let hon. m em hers opposite cast 
their eyes Dn members of their own party 
be£ore they hurl charges at hon. members on 
this side. When we get on to the Govern
ment benches these settlers will have the 
right to choose whether they will have freehold 
or leasehold. The leasehold tenure has not 
been in operation long enough to be judged. 
We are broad-minded enough to listen to the 
arguments of hon. members opposite and give 
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Mr. FOLEY : How do 
cultural farm holders 
petual leasehold? 

Mr. FRY: I might 
1non who are no\v on 
frec:hc~d. 

but we are not going 
of Government mem

in some forn1 or 

agri
per-

hundreds of 
who want 

Hon. F. T. BRENNA;,;: \Yhy? 
Mr. FRY : IS no reason why 

should to them. You cannot 
a one thing or the other, any 

vou can the question, 
d1d . you stop vour wife?" 

(Laughter ) I listened nry carefully to the 
hon. member for Port Curtis, and I was 
astonished to hear him make condemnatorv 
and splenetic references to the Opposition_::_ 
particularly his reference to the BraceweH 
Settlement. 

::\1r. CARTER: There was no proposal to 
build a railway to Bracewell. 

Mr. FRY: The Bracewell Settlement, we 
ail know, is one which should be given a 
ra1lway; but \Ye also know that the hon. 
lO'ember voted against a railway from Mount 
Larcom to Bracewell. 

Mr. CARTER : There was no railway pro~ 
posal from Mount LarcDm to BracewelL 

FRY I have come prepared to give 
>Vhen the Many Peaks to 
railwav extensioN was 

in 1917_::and that is one of 
connection with this scheme 

member for Burnett moved an 
and is reported, on page 1862 of 

cxxvii. of "Hansard/' as follows:
(Burnett) : Before you 
Mr. Spe>tker, I would 

to move an amendment to omit all 
words after the word 'that,' with a 

of inserting the following_ 
consideration of the plan, Eection, 
book of reference Df the 27-mile 

Peaks to ~ew Cannindah Rail~ 
\Yay, at a cost of £470,000, be post-
poned with the object of full inquiry 
being made by a non-political tribunal 
into the question whether the interests 
o£ the State and Upper Burnett wDuld 
not be better served by the construc
tion of the 32-mile Mundubbera 
through Eidsvold rail way, passed in 
1914, at a cost of £146,000, and the 
interests of the State and Port Curtis 
by the construction of the 10-mile 
Mount Larcom to Bracewell Scrub line 
at under £35,000, and other agricul~ 
tura] llines." 

Upon perusing the course of that debate I 
found, on page 1867 of the same volume, that 
Mr. Carter, hon. member for Port Curtis, 
said-

" In rising to oppose this amendment, 
I am not concerned with how this nil~ 
way may affect any particular s]!>ot." 

On page 2088, we find the division on the 
amendment, which will show that the hon. 
member for Port Curtis is not right in 5ay
ing that members of this party were against 
this proposaL 

Mr. CARTER: Of course, you were against 
it. . 

The HoME SECRETARY : Mr. Corser's amend~ 
ment was merely a sidetracking amendment. 

Mr. CARTER: Go on-who were the men? 

1111·. Fry.] 
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1·ailwav 
Mr. Barnes 

Bebbington 
Corser 
Gunn 

the 

, Hodge 

Morgan 
Tellers: Mr. 

Mr. Armfield 
Carter 
Col! ins 
Cooper 
Covne 
Foley 
Forde 
Gilday 
GillieB 

, Glcdson 
Hardacre 

Vowles 
Gunn and Mr. Roberts. 
against the amendment of 

for Burnett were--
Mr. May 

McLachlan 
M cl' hail 
O'SulliYan 
Payne 
Pollock 

, Ryan, D. 
, Ryan, H. J. 
, Ryan, T. J. 

Smith 

, Hartloy, H. L. 
Stopford 
Weir 
Wellington Hunter 

Kirwan 
Lloyd 

, Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Weir. 
I have given these names because I 
expected that, when I stated a question of 
fact in connection with this Bill, the hon. 
member for Port Curtis would deny it. 
The whole of his conduct during his term in 
Parliament has been splenetic towards the 
members of the Opposition. I hope the facts 
wiil speak for themselves. The Opposition 
support the princi pies of the Bill, but we 
differ on 'many points in it. If we con
sidered ourselves compelled to sit in this 
Chamber and listen to the speeches of the 
.l\finister and his supporters, and then get 

and say we are satisfied, we would not 
worthy of seats in the House. We are 

sent here to use our intelligence and help 
to frame such Bills as will make for the 
general welfare of the community. The 
hon. member for Port Curtis may interject 
as much as he likes. We know that he sup
ported the Many Peaks to New Cannindah 
'railway, but we also know that he had 
shares in the New Cannindah mine. He had 
no interest in Bracewell, but he share-
holder in the Cannindah Copper He 

deny because I have 
registered at 

ever. 

answer that. 

up to 
shar-es of mine are owned a 

very great extent by Government supporters. 
Mr. CARTER: There is no mine at New 

Cannindah. 
Mr. FRY: There is a mine in which the 

hon. member owns shares or in which he 
did own shares, and of which I ho.ve the 
-official report. 

[Mr. Fry. 

Mr. CARTER: There is no mine within 10 
miles of New Cannindah. 

FRY: There the Cannindah Coppeoc 
in which 1nember is or was a 

member why he 
we wore oppos€d to Brace

getting a line and then hold himself 
out as the apostle and advocate of the line? 
It is not conduct worthy of a man-but I 
shall withdraw the term before I state it, 
because if I did state it you, Mr. Speaker, 
would make me withdraw. (Government 
laughter.) 

Mr. CARTER: You are monkeying with 
something you do not understand 

Mr. FRY: The hon. member says that I 
am monkeying with something I do not 
understand. I am monkeying with a danger
ous man when I am monkeying with him. 
(Loud laughter.) If a man whose principlt> 
and pocket come into conflict gives his vo~e 
in accordance with his pocket what are we 
to understand? 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber is not in order in imputing improper 
motives to another hon. member. 

Mr. FRY: I withdraw any imputation of 
improper motives. I only ask why the hon. 
member gave his vote against the line to 
Bracewell and in favour of the line to New 
Cannindah? 

Mr. CARTER: TherB was no proposal f)l' 

a railway from Mount Larcom to Bra.cewe{L 
I voted against a side-tracking amendment. 

Mr. FRY: I present to this House a copy 
of its own record, and ask the House to,' 
peruse it, see thB division list, and judge fo~ 
itself. If the hon. member will deny thliJ 
division list, he will deny anything. ! 

Mr. CARTER: I am not denying anything 'at 
all. 

Mr. FRY: If he does not deny the di_vi
sion list, then he must admit that he VOted 
against the amendment movBd by the } 10n . 
member for Burnett, which, if carried, wrJuld 
haYe signified Parliament's approval c,f a 
railway to Bracewell. 

Mr. CARTER: There was no Bracewell lnh, 
proposed. I voted against the amendm<mt. 

Mr. FRY: And it all affected this Bill 
and the principle. The line under discus
sion was the line shown on that map. I 
also heard the hon. member for Port Curtis 
attacking Mr. Hughes for not advancing 
money for this scheme. I am not here to 

the cause of Mr. Hughes or any-

I am sure he does not require 

matters, 
with 

SPEAKER: 
CARTER : The has asso-
with sanitary men. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I ask the hon. 
member for Kurilpa to withdraw his state
ment. 

Mr. FRY: I withdraw the statement that 
the ·hon. member is not fit to associate with 
sanitary men, and say that he is fit. (Laugh
ter.) 
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Th~ SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
lJct i·, new agg-raYating his offence. I ai3k 
~1im ro withdra"· his statement. 

Mr. FRY: I withdraw. The hon. member 
for Port Curtis said that the Commonwealth 
GoY('l'nment n:fused to adYancc this nwncv. 
lt was well known that the money whi~h 
J\11·. Hughes had offered for settlement was 
mone} subscribed to a great extent in Great 
Britain for settling overseas people here. I 
shall quote JHr. Hughes's remarks at a con
ference of the K ew Settlers' League of Aus
tralia at the closing of the morning's 
addrec:ses-

" It was because Mr. Theodore was 
unable to and declined to give an assur
ance that the money advanced would be 
used for immigration and not used for 
the settlement of his own political friends 
that I felt compelled to refrain from 
entel·ing into an agreement with him. It 
is the business of the State to settle its 
own citizens upon the land. \Ve supple
ment them. We have to find the money. 
They cannot use our money for their 
purposes, and we only ask for that 
authority and those assurances which will 
enable us to give a guarantee to the 
Commonwealth and the British Govern
ment and the investor that these moneys 
are to be used for a definite purpose, and 
that the immigrant will get employment 
ali!d "·ill get a block of land. So that 
involves an agreement entered into 
between us and the S'tate Governments 
guaranteeing those very things." 

Mr. HYXES: Do you approve of Mr. 
Hughes's action? 

Mr. FRY: I think that our own people 
who have been acclimatised and know the 
conditions should be settled on the land first. 
I have voiced those sentiments ever since I 
have been in this House. \Ve should settle 
those people here who are requiring land
the farmer's son-the man who has been 
brought up i'n the State and has a close know
ledge of the affairs of the land and farming 
-and then we can settle those who come 
from other States or from outside Australia. 
The statements made by hon. members oppo
site with regard to Mr. Hughes were quite 
misleading. 

Mr. CAR~ER : That is not the truth. 
Jl.Ir. HYXES : Tell us what the Common

wealth Govermnent have done for immigra
t-ion settlement 

Mr. FRY: It hurts hon. members opposite 
to hear the truth. 

Mr. CARTER: It does not. 

Mr. FRY: I hope for the success of this 
scheme. There have been criticisms from 
hou. members on this side, and they have 
touched on many points concerning the prin
ciples involved, but they are all at one in 
hoping for the· success of this scheme, which 
is of considerable importance to the State. 
If the scheme fails, it is going to be a very 
bad advertisement for the State; if it suc
ceeds, the State is going to prosper. \Ve 
shall then have the ideal State that we are 
looking for, not the State which provides 
monev without work. but the State which 
provides an opportunity to work and produce 
and earn and make a profit, where the work
ing man and everyone associated with him 
will have an income equal to his require
ments to enable him to have a house and be 
well foo and well clothed, thus causing the 

State to be animated bv the desire for hap
pincos and not a desire· for wealth. If those 
conditions come about as the result of this 
scheme being a succe~s, we shall be getting 
near to our goal. I hope the scheme will be 
a success, and I hope the Premier will be 
succe"ful in his mission to London. 

HoxOcRABLE J\1E)JBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. WARRE~ (Jlurrumba): I heard the 
Secretary for Public Lands state that the 
soldier settlements had not been criticised 
enough. This scheme is a sort of a glorified 
soldier settlement scheme. There is not very 
much new in it. There are a few harassing 
restrictions which I think the Minister would 
be well advised to consider Feriouslv. The 
perpetual lease system does not appeal to me 
very much. Since the Government have 
become the friend of the publican and the 
sinner, it is just a case of hanging on to 
office. Anv other Government that came 
along could rectify some of these obnoxioNs 
clauses. I think the Minister would do well 
to accept an amendment in Committee deal
ing with the perpetual lease system. At 
present the Land Act is rather defective from 
a selector's point of view. He could be rack
rented out of his land. The only place that 
I know of 'vhere the perpetual lease system 
is carried out to any extent is in New Soutlt 
·wales. The Act in that State specifies the 
scale of increases for the different reappraise
ments. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: There might be a 
reduction on any reappraisement in Queens
land. 

Mr. WARREN: That is not likely to hap
pen. \Ve happen to know the hon. members 
opposite too well for that. We know that 
they are a sort of Shylock both in dealings 
with the land and in their excessive taxation. 
I do not think Shylock is in it at all with 
them. He is only a second-hand fool com
pared to them. (Laughter.) There is no 
chance of a reduchon on reappraisement. 
The provision for reappraisement would not 
be there at all only that it enables the 
Gm·ernment to get a little more of the plums 
of settlement. I do not profess to know too 
much about this land, though I have been 
through it. 

Mr. CARTER: You do not know too much 
about anything. 

Mr. \VJ .. RRE~: I do not wish to talk to 
the sanitary .member for Port Curtis. I 
think it is a disgrace to hang up that map 
dealing with this settlement in this Chamber. 
It does not present a very enticing picture, 
'I'.here is quite as good ccnmtrv 0n the 
1\orthern Downs, and that plaee is ir, a better 
position, being situated hundreds of mil0> 
nc11rer to the Snuthcrn markets. If ·.on had 
a. map of the Southern Downs, th~ Northcri> 
Downs, and the Central Downs, you would 
hr, ve mstead of that small blue pc,dion on 
the map in this Chamber, a ver:- much hrgcr 
portion in blue; in fact, at least 90 per 
cent. of it would be marked in blw' Land 
on the Darling Downs and the Northern 
Downs is practically going begging at the 
present time, and people are going off it. 
We know that the dro11ght Pxists in this 
beautiful country, but drought is also pre
vailing in this very country we have under 
consideration. The drought is just us severe 
in the Burnett as on the Northern Downs or 
at. Tara. \Ve have lands within 4 or 5 miles 
of the railway Iina being over-run with 

Mr. Warren.] 
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prickly~pf'ar. and yet we are going- :o lau!":ch 
out on a. ;;chemt~ of settle1nent. nnnrecedented 
in Australia in magnitude. The· schemes of 
land sct!iement that have been hat!dlecl l : 
rho Govnnment havo all been failures. Any 
busine::.:". n1an will ad1nit that. These ~chemE:~s 
have been a happy hunting ,-round for 
" bo."~es " and men who ha ye not been able 
to make a living out of the land. I am very 
much afraid that this is one of the objection
able features of the scheme. It hafi been 
said during the debate that men can lak•3 
up lan<l and make a ··tart withont mono>. 
You cannot go on the land without mone~·. 
To farm succcsdullv undN modern con
ditions it is absolute!~- ('<sential to have some 
liberal scheme of ad,:ance. If we ho'''' men 
a.t the present time going off our settled 
lands, whether because of'clromrht or fror-1 
\\'hatever cause, it is far more rmp·'l'tant to 
consider measures to keep these mc:'l on the 
lond than to initiate a gigardic schenw of 
this description. I think it was the Premier 
who said that this scheme is going to cr('a te 
a :new province. \\ .... e \\~ant a new proYince in 
Queensland, and an extension of settlement. 
If this scheme is going to bring about that 
desired encl. it should have the b!Pssinl-! of 
<·very honest Qu('enslander. The enormous 
:ost that it is going to be to the taxpaver 
Js an aspect we have to consider. "\Yill the 
aust be a charge on the selectors? 'I'he prin
cipal trouble with th£> man on the lartd to
day is OYer-0-1.pitalisation. nnd it makes anv 
man with practical experience pause whe;1 
he hears such a staten1ent as has been made 
during the course of this debate that it ·,vi!! 
take 15 acres to keep a beast on this rounirv 
when, on the J'\orth Coast, aclj ar£>n: to Hri_;. 
bane. ther0 is anv amount of land available 
which will carry 'a beast to thP acre 

Hon .• L G. ~\PPEL: Hear, hear! 

Mr. IVARREK: A glance at oh0 men of 
the are<t under consideration diedoses' the 
fact that it offers no great scope to the 
farmer. coneeC]uently its chief charact.>ri·ti,, 
rnmt be dairying and grazing. If that is 
rorrect. ·,yo must also look at thL' (hshtnre 
that the settlement is from the markets. 
\Yhen 1-vc are going to rnake a nc\v nrovince-. 
situated, as it is. right a.>>ay from the large 
centres of population, the carriage of the 
products hundreds of miles oYer unoccupied 
country will be a serious handicap, especi
dly when ,-ou hav<> thnusand6 •Jf beantifu! 
acres of land aYailable adjacent to thos'' 
centres of population. 

'The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LAKDS: "\\'here 
is it? 

Mr. WARREN : E,·erywhere: on the 
Northern Downs and in all the districb I am 
speaking of. There are millio.ns of acres 
fJractically within reach of the North Coast 
line. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS: Teli me 
where it is. 

Mr. WARREN: Beyond Maleny there is 
good country. The hon. gentleman hact that 
countr,- brought under his notice onh· a few 
days ago. • 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : They 
only wanted t.o destroy the timber. 

Mr. WARREN: The timber in the Bnroett 
~ill be destroyed, too.. The land I am bring
mg under tbe hon. gentleman's notice is not 
land that is required for the destruction of 
the timber. · 

The SEOm;TARY FOR P'L'BLIC LANDS: What 
area is in it? 

£Mr. Warren. 

Mr. IVARREN: You could have asked 
those gent!Pmen I introduced to you the 
question. 

The SECRFTARY FOR Pt:BLIC LAKDS : You 
kuow all about it; tell me about it? You 
:3aid Inillions of acres. 

:\1r. W ARREX: Ther(' is this land and 
l nnd in other places such as the No,:thern 
Do,Yns. 

The SEOI!ETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: About 
50 acres. 

Mr. Vi ARRF:X: You know there are more 
th>tn 50 acres. What is the use of the 
l\1inister n1aking misstaternents? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LA;,ms: Tell 
n1c the acreage? 

:\1r. \VARREX: You are not going to 
lead me on. 

M1·. FoLEY: \Ye will disbelieve vour state-
llll'nt i£ you do not tell us. .. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAKDS: \V ell 
cut it down to 100 acres? 

Mr. \YARREX: I am trying to convey to' 
the Minister that there are tens of thousands 
of acres. 

:Mr. CARTER: You said millions just now. 

:Mr. WARREX: That land is within reach 
of our railways. and nearer a port of call 
than the Burnett lands. 

J'llr. CARTER: Where is this land? 

::V1r. WARREX: I do not want to criticise
this scheme in a destructive sense. As a 
settler who has gone through the group
settlement scheme--

:\lr. CARTER: You are only a share farmer .. 

Mr. WARREN: I would not share a farm 
\Yith the hon. member for Port Curtis at 
any rate. (Laughter.) The Minister has 
been taking too much notice of the wrong 
sort of people. If he had obtained the 
opinion of some of the people who came 
tl• this State wben the late Hon. J. T. Bell 
was Sccretarv for Lands, he would learn 
some of the defects of group settlement, ancr 
he would ha.-c been in a better position to 
handle this huge scheme than he is. The 
group system of settlement is good up to a 
certain point, but you can get too much of 
the group sy .. ,tem, as you can got too much of 
something els<>. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO LANDS : The 
settlement under this scheme is not all group 
sdtlement. 

Mr. W ARRE='I': I am glad to hear that. 
\Ve do not want to create all farmers on 
the same pattern. That is one of the causes 
that helpe .. d to destroy the soldier settlement 
at Beerburrum. There we had too much 
of the one type about the settler. They 
even had their houses made with the same 
number of boards in them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: What 
effect would that have? 

Mr. WARRE='!: "\Ve want to create an 
ir.dividualism in farmers. If the Minister 
has ever been on the land, he would know 
that, if we get a lot of men holding the 
same ideas settled, there would not be much 
progress in the -district. If you obtain men 
with different ideas, you will have progress. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The
number of boards in a house is not ideas. 

Mr. WARREN: I mentioned that iact 
merely to show that they tried to create 
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'eYen a sameness in the houEes on the settle
ment The hon. gentleman knows what a 
-dieastrous failure that settlement has been. 
I candidly admit that on0 of the principal 
causes of failure was over-production. which 
very few people had thought of. At the 
san1c time there \vere other causes contri
buting to tho failure. 

The SECHETAHY FOR T'l:BLW LA);DS: The 
wrong type of settler was a contributing 
cause. 

Mr. \YARREK: I will not go so far as to 
say that 1t was the wrong type of settler, 
became the hon. gentleman is going to pick 
a ty·p~ of eettler for the Burnett scheme 
exactly thP same as the soldier t~·pe. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLlC LAXDS: :'\o. 

).lr. WARRE:\: Yes. The Land Settle
ment Committee that had charge of the 
soldier •ettlements did their very best to 
sift the applications. There were ·good men 
on that con11mttec. but, whatever the reason 
was. the Beerburrum settlement has been a 
failure. I do not wish to cast anv reflection 
on the people composing that 'committee. 
because thev did their best without any 
reward or thanks. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC LANDS : The 
supen-isors went there without the slightest 
knowledge of their jobs. 

:\lr. \VARREX: The Secretary for Public 
Lands has .mentioned another very sore spot 
m connection w1th the settlement scheme. 
This great scheme is going to do the same 
thing; we are going to have a number of 
•· Lo."~es." and IYho has eyor ;;;aid that the 
'· Lm::::ps ,. ha ye llccn a cl·ec1it to Recrburrun1 '! 
Who is going to say that the :Y1inister in his 
v·isdom is going to pick better '· bo,sc~ ": 
That will be a eontributino· cause to the 
success or failure of the scher;;e. 

The S!:CRETARY FOR PFBLIC LA~·ms: \Vhere 
will the '· bDs:3es" corne in? 

).lr. V\ARREN: There will be any amount 
of room for '· bosses." I can see it sticking 
out as plain as possible. If the mistakes of 
'Beerburmm, Pikedale, and other soldier 
5ettlcment-· are taken as landmarks, and if 
the ~Iinister, who is a businE-ss n1an and is 
abie to act strongly on occasions, is willing 
to act np to his knowledire and carrv out 
this settlement accordingly.~ there is no 1:oason 
why it should be a failure. The Minister 
has put a great deal on himself, and he will 
find that the burden will not be very easy 
to bear. So far as picking his men is con
cerned, he will find that in New South \Vales 
the syst~m is totally different. There they 
have Land Comts that pick the men. I think 
that a vcr.' great error comes in in connec~ 
tion with these boards. It is the bank roll 
that is to say \vhcther a man is to be a 
settler or to lwve preference over others or 
not. \Ye must admit that under modern 
conditions it is nec-:ssarv to have some 
capital. and so not becon~e a burden .alto~ 
gether on the State, yet it should not be the 
first and last principle in putting a man on 
the land. \Vc kr:ow that sometimes a man 
who has health and strength and the mind 
to apply himself to his occupation, if he gets 
a chance to go on to good land, will make a 
success. Often the difference between the 
successful and unsuccessful man is due to 
whether he has good or bad land. Very 
few men under modern conditions can make 
a. living out of bad land. It is the duty of 
h.on. members in this House and of everyone 

in Queensland who has a care for the State 
to do all they can to increase the population 
on the land in Queensland. 

c'dr. KIRWAN (Brisbane): I desire to say 
a few words before this Bill goeq through, 
notY·ithstanding any sneers that may come 
from the self-appointed authorities on farm
ing who sit opposite. I got up purposely to 
correct one or two remarks made by them. 
The:· continually take advantage of their 
position in this House to slander the State 
of Queensland, to make either deliberate mis
statements about it or. statements which show 
that the~- have a very poor knowledge of the 
general progress of Queensland. At the out
set I desire to say that the Secretary for 
Public Lands is to be heartily and sincerely 
congratulated for having introduced one of 
the largest developmental ,.chemes that has 
Pver been put before a Parliament in Aus
tralia. \Vhen I see the attitude of hon. mem
bers opposite towards this scheme, I take it 
as an illustration that the magnitude of the 
thing is something that their minds cannot 
comprehend. They. therefore. proceed to 
damn it with faint praise. All the 
sp0eches that have been delivered have been 
delivered with the object of allowing them to 
sav one dav. " I told you so." The hon. 
member for" Kurilpa m~de reference to the 
attitude of Mr. Hnghes regarding the 
first proposals that were suggested by the 
T'remiee of Queensland in connection with 
the opening up of this land. \Ve know 
that. notwithstanding the declaration of the 
late Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, 
his Government weee out to assist any State 
in the Commonwealth "-ho \vcrc prepared to 
open up land to ovcrsea settlers, that the 
influence of the !'\ationalist members of the 
Commonwealth and State Parliaments wa8 
directed for the specific purpose of blocking 
the suggested schen1e. 

Mr. CoRSER: Because ! ou would not open 
the land up as freehold. 

JI.Ir. KIRWAX: We heard the reasons 
ginm by the hon. member for Kurilpa. I 
a1n now going to take a fc\v reason~ given 
by the " Daily Yiail." and nobody can say 
that the "Dailv Mail " is a supporter of 
the Labour par(-c. 

).1r. CoRsER: They were worse on that 
1nattrr. 

Mr. KIRWAX · At am rate, they rose to 
the occasion so far as the Bm·nett scheme is 
concerned, and let the people know the 
attitude of the Federal Government and, 
generally speakinr.s, the attitude of their 
supporters. The extract is dated 18th June, 
1921, and reads-

•· TnE ExD OF A CosTLY FARCE. 
. . . . But while it is nice to 

know that our fertile virgin lands could 
carr2,- ' a population sufficient to garrison 
the whole of the !'\ orth,' it would be 
more to the point if some of these 
plausible flatterers would back their 
amiable protestations with a little prac
tical aid in the direction of settling 
immigrants on the much-praised Bm·nett 
lands. But apparently Sir J oseph Cook 
has decided to repudiate that particular 
scheme which, only a little while ago, 
was so enthusiastically announced by Mr. 
Huglws. The Acting Prime Minister's 
efforts to explain this repudiation are 
anything but commendable. Having 
first raised objections to the Queensland 

111 r. K1'rwan.] 
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svstem of land t-enure. «nd to the limi
tations of house valuation. he then bluntlv 
remarkecl that the Federal Government 
had no funds available for any develop
mental immigration work in any State, 
in spite of thB fact that when Senator 
l\lillen applied for his big immigration 
loan in London it "·as >pecifirall)· stated 
that the monev so obtained was 'to 
enable consider.able extensions of rail
way·. and roads for the opening up of 
frech lands.' :\Iorcover, the investiga
tioH of the Burnett lands by the Federal 
Superintendent of Immigration was the 
direct outcome of :Mr. Theoclore's request 
for a £2.000,000 loan to devBlop that 
district. If no Federal funds were forth
coming for development work in any of 
the States, that investigation by Mr. 
Gullet was a costly farce. Apart alto
gether from the conditional promise that 
Mr. FihPlly, declares the Minister for 
Repatriation, made concerning the Bur· 
Hett railways, it is evident that. for all 
their bla;·ney about 'Queensland's 
wonderful heritage.' the Federal Go· 
vernment has turned down its previous 
plan to increase the Commonwealth's 
industrial and defensive strength by 
peopling its rich Northern solitudes with 
suitable settlers." 

Mr. CoRSER: Does not that refer to immi
gration? 

Mr. KIRWAN: That is so. 
::\fr. CoRSER: Yet the Premier of this State 

Bays the scheme is not for immigrants. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The hon. member shows 
that his knowledge about important develop
mental schemes is very slight. Every hon. 
member in this House who takes anv interest 
in the settlement of the land in Queensland 
knows that the first proposal put before the 
Federal Government bv the Government of 
this State was to take advantage of the mane:-· 
offered bv the Federal Government fm· the 
development of land b,~ placing- overcea 
settlers on it. It was only when the present 
Premier w'ls told bv the Federal Govern
ment that they would not give him any 
money or assist him that he went to America 
and got the monev and started the develop· 
ment .sclwme on his own initiative. \Yhen 
we learn that this scheme is a success we shall 
hear hon. members oppo>itc getting up on 
public platforms and saying, "\Ye did it: 
we \vere the party that sugge'"tecl the J3urnett 
land scheme. \Ye advocated it, and compelled 
the Sccretar-- for Public Lands and the 
Theoclore GOvernn1ent to bring in a Bill. 
We helped to put the Bill through the House, 
and are the partY responsible for the develop
ment of the Durnett lands." I have heard a 
number of sneeches -delivered on the seeond 
re.tding of the Bill, every one of which has 
been condemnatorv. The hon. member for 
Bm·nett maintaine·d a silence that might have 
been cut with a knife when the Federal Go
vernment turned the first proposal clown and 
put the boot into this Government. Did the 

hon. gentleman stand up for the 
rg p.m.] expansion of the Burnett scheme? 

!fe said nothing, notwithstanding 
that a particularly near relative of his is in 
the Federal Parliament. and helped to put 
the boot into Queensland at the same time. 

Mr. CORSER: You ask what I said to him. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. KIRWAX: At anv rate. the hon. 
gentleman was not game ·to come out and 

[Mr. Kinmn. 

oppo>c his candidature at the last Federal 
election. He certainlv is not proud of him. 
The hon. member for. Stanley, when dealing 
with the position in Queensland, sta tee! that 
this scheme would not be a success bee a use 
he \\as of the opinion that settlers would not 
be attracted to Queensland because of the 
attitude of this Government towards settlers 
und to\Yards the farn1ing c·on1111unity in 
general. He mentioned that he kne\\· quite 
a number of people who had paosecl by the 
State of Queensland anJ. gone to other States 
of the Commonwealth. Does the hon. g<'J;tle
man not know that in Victoria-a State \Yhich 
has never enjoyed the privilege of a La hour 
Goyernn1ent. a State \vhich has ah-Yays been 
i;·o,·erncd according to ihe ideas which hon. 
g·c·ntlemen opposite stand fm·-'!.gric_ulture has 
gone back, while it has progressed 111 Ql:oen~
land under a Labou1· Govcrn1nent? 

:\1r. COSTELLO: That is not true. 
Mr. KIRWAN: With all humility, I sug

gest to hon. members opposite the necessity 
of giving immediate and serwus att~ntwn to 
their political education, because 1t IS an 
essential requirement that hon. gentlemen, 
when thev rise in this Ch'>mber, should make 
statements that cannot be knocked sky high. 
What are the facts? 1 am quoting from 
Knibbs's "Official Year Book of the Com
monwealth of Australia," page 240, where 
there is a table showing the area unde_r
cuhivation. At the end of the table there IS 

" paragraph which, dealing with the last 
r~lne-year period, says~ 

" The percentage of increase ":as pflr· 
ticularly high in vVestern Austra!Ia-YJZ., 
68 per cent. Queensland comes next wnh 
48 per cent., and the average posttwn of 
the remaining States was as foll0\v5 :
Victoria 23 per cent .. New South \\ales 
23 per cent., Tasmania 10 per cent., and 
South Australia 9 per cent." 

\Yhflt have hon. members to say to that? 
Mr. 11oRGA~: You do not know what you 

are talking about. (Interruption.) 

Th<' SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 
l\lr. KIR\Y AN: Hon. members opposite 

may squeal as much as they like. They are 
continually as::crt ing in this Chan1ber, it :s 
one of their common statements on the pubhc 
platform when they appeal to th~ 0lr·ctors, 
that under a Labour Government m Queens
land agriculttn:e is decreasing and ,~f1 ~tl~n;e11:~ 
is not progressmg. I haYe quoted h.mbos. 
in refutation of that lying slander on Queens
land. 

Mr. CoRSER: Read the report of the Land• 
Dc•partment. 

:Ur. MORGA:<:: If their land is alr~ady all 
under cultivation, ho,y· c ._Ln they increase it? 

:VIr. KIRW AN: \Yhy did the hon. mcmlJcr 
lea Ye Victoria and come to Queensland? 

Mr. CnsTELLO: There was no Labour Go
vernment in Queensland then. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Why is it that in Victoria, 
under a Liberal or Nationalist Government, 
or whatever name you choose to call them, 
they lost population to such an extent that 
thev lost a seat in the redistribution in con
nec.tion with the Federal Parliament quite 
recently" Is that the position in Queensland 
under a Labour Government" Yet hon. mem
bers get up and slander their own State. 

Mr. CARTER: Tkc " Stinking Fish Part:r-" 
(Interruption.) 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 
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:N1r. KIRW A:\f: vYe have heard something 
about the old proverb which says, " It is a 
dirtv bird that fouls its own nest." What is 
the progress in Queensland in regard to agri
culture generallv? In 1917 the amount of 
butter produced in Queensland was 38.000,000 
lb., while in 1921 the .tmount produced was 
60,000,000 lb. The amount of cheese produced 
in 1917, was 11,000,000 lb., and in 1921 the 
amount produced was 15,000,000 lb. If the 
statements of hon. members opposite that 
settlement is not increasing, that farming is 
not prosperous, are corrcci, how ·do they 
account for those figures? 

?.fr. Jl.lORGAK: How do you account for the 
Secretary for Agriculture stopping relief to 
the farmers? 

Mr. KIRW A::\: I want to quote from the 
Victorian "Year Book" to show the con
dition of affairs in that beautiful State. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I trust the hon. 
member will connect his remarks with the 
Bill. 

Mr. KIRViT A::\: I am connecting my 
remarks to this extent: Hon. members oppo
site stood up and doubted the success of this 
scheme because of the methods of administra
tion of the Labour Government. I am 
showing that in Victoria-where Liberal 
ideas prevail, and which has a Government 
that hon. members opposite would support 
1f they \verc there-the position is much 
worse than it is in Queensland. I find that 
th~ Yalue of tn:oduce pN head in Victoria, 
dall'ymg and pa,toral. in 1917-1918 was £16 
14s. Sd., and in 1921-1922 it was only £13 5s. 
10d. Yet we tind, if we take tlw statistics 
for Queensland, that there has been an 
Increase. 

I trust that the scheme will be a success, 
and I cannot understand any Queenslander, 
irrespective of what particular party he may 
belong to, not siricerely desiring that the 
scheme may be a success. 

l\lr. CoRSER: Everyone hopes it will be a 
success. 

1\Ir. KIR\VAN: The speeches of hon. 
members opposite will stand in "Hansard" 
against them for all time. At any rate I 
have sufficient faith in m:v own State, ~nd 
I have -;i.tfficient faith in the Government of 
which I am a supporter, to believe that they 
have introduced the largest scheme of settle
ment ever introduced in Queensland; that it 
w1ll be a huge success, and that it will con
found the critics who are to a certain extent 
sneering at the Governm·ent to-day as its 
magnitude has never hitherto' been 
approached in Queensland. 
UovERKME~T ME1IBERS: Hear, hear! 
:\fr. TAYLOH (Windsor): I cannot allow 

the statcmeuts of the hon. member for Bris
bane to go unchallenged. 

.Mr. KIRWAN: I challenge you to prove 
them to be. wrong. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I have the Commonwealth 
" Statistics " for 1922, l'\ o. 15. The hen. 
member stated a few moments ago that 
agncnlture was decreasing in Victoria. This 
is what the Commonwealth Statistician says-

" The increase in the area under crop 
during the past nine years has been 
most marked in the case of Victoria 
l'\ew South 'Vales, and Wester~ 
Australia." 

(Opposition laughter.) 
Mr. KIRW.<N : What pag11 1s that? 

(Renewed laughter.) 

?.Ir. TAYLOR: I think that is on th<> 
same page that you quoted from. (Further 
la ug ht.er _) 

Mr. ;\LORGAX: 'That flattens you. 
1\Ir. KIRWAK: I challenge him to prove 

that I was wrong. I quoted the percentage 
increaseo. (Laughter.) 

Mr. TAYLOR · We have been discussing 
a very im11ortant measure during the last 
two drtys. It has been stated by the Minister 
in charge of the Bill and by various speakers 
that probably nowhere in Australia has 
there been a land settlement scheme of suclt 
magnitude placed before any Parliament. 
Having .that knowledge, and also having the 
knowledge that we have of the difficulties 
\rhich have been attondmg our agriculturids 
in Queensland for quite a number of years, 
this Bill requires the greatest possible dis
cussion, so that we may endeavour to avoid 
making any mistakes or getting into any 
pitfalls which may mean the loss of con
siderable sums of monev. The lVIinister and 
the Government are the custodians of the· 
people's money. 

'The Ministry are the custodians of the· 
rublic funds of the State, and in S[H'nrling 
those funds it is absolutely necessary for 
them to take every possible precaution to 
bee that a fair return is received fol' <tll 
Lhe money expended vVe are ail nut on 
both sides of the House to do ihe best we 
can for Queensland, notwit.hstanding \vhat 
the hon. member for Brisbane sairl about 
slandering our State. \Ve repudiate thitt 
charge absolutely. We are not m•?n who '1re 
uut to slander the State of Queensland. v\"c 
1vould be false to our trust as members of 
Parliament and false as Australiano if 'Se 

tliel anything of the kind. Because we choose 
to criticiee the Bill before us, I do not think 
it is fair to accuse us of being slanderers of 
the State. Immense sums of mon<Jv are 
involved in this particular scheme. <\s the 
Minister said when introducing th0 measare, 
there are quite a. number of novel ideas 
imported into the scheme, and we havP to 
eonsider how far it is possiblre for the men 
who are going to take up the laud iu this 
district to be sueoessfuL The Minieter stated 
by way of interjection thai the method 
adopted in settling- soldiers on the la.nd was 
indiscriminate, and that there was no definite 
method carried out by the Land Settlement 
Committee. I replied to that, and said that 
the statement was incorrect. 'IV e h~td :t 
s:;stcm of selecting men for the various sol
rlicr settlements in Queensland. vVe had an 
examination as to their qualificatio'l, and 
ns to whether thee- were suit11ble "ettlers to 
place on the varioUs areas; we had a system 
of marks whic.h we gave to every m<tn who 
came before the committee. As a member 
nf the Land Settlement Committee I am pre
pared to shoulder my full share of responsi
bility in connection with the failure of the 
soldier Gcttlementc vVe had a, system much 
the same as the Minister outlined yesterday 
afternoon with regard to the selection of 
settlers under this scheme, and the books 
wi Jh the names of all the men who passed 
before that committee should be in the hon. 
gentleman's department. If he looks into 
the boc:ks, he will find the names n.T'd 
addresses, what capital they possessed, and 
wloether they were married men with ,,_ny 
<'xperienre, and the same with regard 1o 
single men. They were awarded point3 on 
the eYidence given before the Land Seiectio,, 
Committee before they were placed on the 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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land. Quite a number of the men who came 
before the committee were rejected becansfl 
the committee did not think they were suit
able. \Ve havA not been peculiar in Que"n;
land with regard to the fa,iLre of soldier 
settlements-it has been the same in olhct' 
SlateB of the Commonwealth-bnt, at th' 
same time, every possiblP care 'vas cxerci~cd 
to see that suitable men were plac •d on 
those areas. 

.. l~ .. fair amount of discussion has <~risen a::; 
to whether leasehold or freehold is prefer
able. Personally. I have always held the 
opiniop that an option should be givt•n, [f 
a 1nan kno\VS when hC' goes on to a st~lt>rtion 
Dr takes up la,nd that there is a possibility 
that in the near future, if he chooses to work 
hrrrd, it will become his own. I belicv8 be 
will rut more money and greater energv i.nto 
it and have a better chance of success.' 'How
·Cver, it is no uBe discussing that matter, 
because the Government haYe clearlv said 
that they will only recognise the leasehoH 
tenure, therefore the settlers will have to 
agree to tha,t policy and accept the t<•rms 
of the Bill. 

Reference has been made with regud to 
water facilitie~ which are to be provided. 
We all realise the necessity for water facility. 
\Ve find that the water facilities, other than 
the water facilities which the Bill provides 
for, are only to be provided on the appli
catiOn Qf the settler. If the settler does not 
choose to ma.ke application to the Minister 
for a water facility to be placed upon his 
holding. it is nQt going to be pla,ccd there. 
I understand that under clause 13 of thB 
Dill. if a eettlor has not secured a water 
facility under the prescribed conditions and 
his neighbour has a water facilitv the 
Minister has the right to a,llow him, althoug,h 
he has not expended anything in providing 
water, to have unrestricted and free access 
to the water facility of his neighbour. He 
ea.n go on the selection of the man who has 
paid for uj(, cost of 1he mstallation of water 
on his selection and have free and unre
stricted access to the wa,ter tl'iere. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: lt is 
n.ecessary to, sec that water facility is given. 
'l he Irnga tiOn Department will do that. 

Mr. TA YLOR : If, for instance I have 
a. s.elecloion and . provide water and ~omply 
wu tJ the cond1bons of the Act while my 
r'e1ghbour does not bother about a water 
facility at all, he ha,s the right to come Qn 
to my selection and get all the wa tor he 
hke~. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Oh, no ! 

Mr. TAYLOR: That i. mv rcadin~ of the 
c1ause. thoubh I may be wrong. r" 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC LANDS: In the 
f'ase of a cornmunity or trust board there 
m;:;:v be only_one water facility, and the water 
"·nl be earned to other selections from that 
facility. In relation to the individual. that 
man owns and has to pay for his own 
f:lcility, 

1\fr. ROBERTS : He pays part of the cost. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : It IS 

his private property. 

Mr. TA YLOR: So far as the scheme is 
concerned, we are all anxious to see land 
settlement in Queensland increase and that 
t. "e men who are settled on the l~nd •hould 
make a success of it and that the land should 

fll:lr. Taylor. 

not settle them. There are a nu:n1ccr of 
restrictions in the Bili placed on the settler 
which will have a tendency to cramp his 
operations, and he will not ba\·e that free 
scope which is necessarv to work out his 
own salvation and destiny. 

Mr. IV. CooPER: Just like previous Govern
n,ents gave him the opportunities to work 
out his own salvation, and t.bey were failures. 

l\1r. TAYLOR: I am not pt·cparcd to 
accept what the hon. member has said. and 
in his own district there is a contradi~tion 
of iL The men who went and sctth•d iN 
that diotrict have worked Qut their own sal
nttion. You wili not find a better clas of 
sdt ler than there are j here. 

Mr. W. CoOPER: It is no thanks to your 
Governn1ent. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I think that the fewer the 
restrictions which are placed on the settlers 
the better it will be for the success of the 
scheme. The Minister spoke about the mort
gages which will be secured by the GoYern
ment in CQnnection with water facilities and 
improvements o£ that kind, and reference wa.s 
made to the fact that the mortgages would 
not be registered. I certainly think that all 
mortgages should be registered. The hon. 
member for Dalby was perfectly correct 
when he said that there were hundreds of 
storekeeper' in Queensland who, on the face 
value of the land, haYe giyen settlers unse
cured credit amounting in the aggregate to 
hundreds of thousands of pounds, and they 
have been largely responsible for those men 
making a success of their agricultural opera
tions. It is right that they shQuld have some 
kind of protection. Thev have not asked for 
it, but, when it becon!es known that the 
Government have the sole mortgage over 
t'n~rything on a nutn's farrn. aud there is no 
registration by which they can ascerta,in 
whether there is a mortgage or not, the 
probabilitie, arc that the farmers will not 
get that credit which they deserve and would 
other1vise receive . 

. There is another matter with regard to 
agriculture generally upon which I wish to 
touch. A few days ago I asked a question 
as to the amount of agricultural produce, 
specifying chaff, hay, and potatoes, which 
had been imported into Queensland via vVal
langarra for the three six-mQnthly periods 
ended 30th June, 1922. 31st December, 1922, 
and 30th June, 1923. The Secretary for Rail
ways yesterday gave me the figures, which 
showed that for the twelve months of 1922 
the importatiQns were about 28,000 tons, and 
that for the six months ended 30th June, 
1923, thm were 24,000 tons. That shows 
clearly aiKl definitely that during the last 
eighteen months there has been a terrific 
shortage of produce in Queensland, or we 
would not have had to import that immense 
quantity of fodder. And in those figures we 
do not get what came by boat from Tas
mania, South Australia, Victoria, and New 
South \Vale,, which would probably amount 
to nearly the sanw bulk. :'\ow, the sucress of 
this settlement scheme and of the men who 
settle there will largely depend upon the 
increase of agriculture in Queensland. We 
have heard lately a good deal about fodder 
conservation. I believe i'n fodder conserva
tion, but, as I stated on the Address in Reply, 
I think that before we can start any scheme 
of fodder conBervation we must increase QUr 
cultivated are11 to provide the necessary 
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material. To-day we arc not growing suffi
cient for our requirements by thousands of 
tom', and we have to remember that these 
Bm·nett settlers may strike a dry period. 
The Department of Agriculture tell us that 
thev have distributed some thousands of tons 
of ·fodder to assist the farmers who are in 
di're straits in the feeding of their stock. \Ve 
may have to do that again, and therefore 
we want to be exceptionally careful in this 
scheme to remove all disabilities which 
would hampet the operations of the settlers. 
A number of amendments have been prepared 
and will be circulated. and the ::Vlinister and 
other hon. members will have an opportunity 
of seeing whether they are worthy of incor
poration in the Bill and will tend to improve 
it. We think that quite a number of them 
will tend to improve the measure and make 
it the success which we all hope it will be. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

The "on.sidel'ation of the Bill in Committee 
as made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

P ALMERSTOK LAC\D SETTLEMENT 

BILL. 

SECQXD RKIDING. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl-BLIC LA~DS 
{Hon.. W. 2\fcCormack, Cairns): This Bill is 
Dn sitnilar lines to the n1easure we ha Ye been 
discussing. It makes proYision for the settle
ment of scrub country in that portion of the 
Atherton Tableland from the Beatrice River 
towards the South Johnstone RiYer and Innis
fail. This p10posal is receiving yery hostile 
receptions in some quarters. The Brisbane 
Press. of course, adopt their usual attitude 
of disparaging eycrything in ::\orth Queens
land-nothing that emanates from or has its 
being in the northern part of the State is 
any good to Brisbane. \'le have had criti
cism from persons who had not the slightest 
knowledge of the land or of its possibilities 
when thev wrote it. It is true that the land 
is probab1y not as well explored as it might 
have been, but it is very difficult in dense 
jung·le in North Queemland for e\·en the 
surveyors to get a thorough knowledge of the 
£eatur<>s of the land they are sun·eying. To 
understand that one has only to go over the 
surface of the sugar fields to-day and notice 
how the roads h'we been located so that a 
crow could hardly follow them. It is the 
general experience in very dense jungle. The 
~barge was made by the Opposition on the 
mtrocluctory stages that we had not sufficient 
knmdedgc of the land we proposed to settle. 
I remember quite well at one time introduc
ing a deputation to Mr. Denham, the then 
Premier. for the purpose of securing mon.ev 
to establish a sugar-mill at Babinda. We 
took the Premier to Babinda, and he asked 
us to show him the land. Babinda in those 
days was dense jungle. The whole of the 
area was practically uninhabited, and it was 
most difficult for anyone-even the experts 
in the Sugar Bureau-to give any idea of 
the extent of the sugar land. The Govern
ment of the dav. of which the hon.. member 
for \Y..-r,num was Treasurer. refused to pro
ceed with the erection of a mill. Thev said 
·that there was not sufficient land, that lt was 
not good enough for sugar cultivation, and 
·that the settlers would not be able to make 
c1. living. No doubt it was difficult to get a 
definite knowledge of the araa. 

l\1r. Easterby was sent up there, ar:d, 
after spending sorne vveeks in tl1.e district, 
h·c finally gave a favourable report. I lived 
in that ·district myself, and I know many 
people who lived "there for years and had 
little idea that the area \vould be developed 
as it has developed. To-day who would say 
that Babinda has been a failure? \Yhy, it is 
one of the most prolific districts in the Com
monwealth. There has been land opened up 
amongst those ranges which is the most fert.ile 
land in the world. When you travel round 
by the tramway system that covers the 
whole area you sec more intensive cultiva
tion than in any part of the Southern States. 
Tbat has all happened since 1912. '\YL· know 
that 150,000 to 160,000 tons of cane are pro
duced annuallv in that area. There is a 
f1rst-class toWJiship, splendid homes in the 
district, good wagPs paid. and immensP 
wealth accruing. yet at the time that the 
proposal was before the Government of the 
day they hesitated because the jun.p-lc lands 
had not been properly <•'<plored. The same 
position exists to-day in regard to the 
Palmerston area, and existed in regard to the 
Atherton Tableland. I was in Atherton 
bC'forr there was an: suggr,stion of a railway 
bring constructed to that centre. There 
was no settlement there. You conld get 
throngh the jung·le by pack team. There 

\YPrc son1e Chinan1en gr-owing 
[9.30 p.nL] corn on some of the land. The 

railwav was constructed, and 
sdt]ement took piac<'. UnfortunatelY a lot 
of the .. ettlement took place years ahead of 
lh<· railwav. What has been the re,ult? 
ThP Gove;nment of those days hesitated 
before going on with railway'"' construction 
because of the nature of the countrv. Who 
\Yonld sav to-dav that that raihvay con
struction has not been justified? '\Vhy to-day 
the Atherton Tabl0land ranks with the 
Gnnnie district as one of the best dairying 
districts in Amtralia. There is p;ood soil. 
good rain falL good conditions of life. ":nd 
"'·pnthino- that makes human habitatiOn 
successful~ existing on the Tableland; yet 
n1Pl1 \YC'nt into that rountrv vea rs a~:o and 
Were left there \Vith 160 acres or 320 a.cres 
miles from anv raih' av. 'l'hPv had vahmble 
timber on their holdings, but the,- had no 
means of getting it to market, and they had. 
no means of getiing any of their produr<~ 
to market after thc,1 had grown it. I nse 
tho"' argunwnts b0cause it will be assPrtcd 
again in this Parliament. and has already 
been asserted. that because this land has not 
been properlv explored and invPstigate~ this 
odtl<'ment scheme is bound to be a farlure. 
I have been over this land myself. so has the 
Premier. and so. I think, has the Secretary 
for Agricnltnre. On the eastern side of the 
Rcatrice RivPr there is some of tilE' finest 
land in Korth Queensland in this particular 
ar0J. The area comprised in what is known 
as the Palmerston area i"· on the e>tstern 
slope of the Atherton Tableland, and it is 
a coni innity of the land to-dav being settled 
ann \\·hich has hc0n settled on the Tableland. 
As a matter of fact, the existing farms go 
right up to the Beatrice River on tho 
n~rthern side. Ko land has been thrown 
open on the southern side because there are 
no n1cans of taking croan1 to the fa-ctory. 
Tl1c ranrre ron1in(J' dovvn on tho eastern ,.ide 
of the l~eatrice River towards the coast is 
rather steep just about the Beatrice River, 
and the land to be settled is the tableland 
;wxt to that river, which has an access to 

Hon. W. JicCormack.] 
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thE' outside world through Innisfuil. It is 
proposed to construct a tramway from :\'crada 
to what is kno1m as the Goldfield. I admit 
that that is u fairly heavy job, but there 
are no other means of opE'ning up that land, 
and for the Opposition and the Brisbane 
ncwspaper.s to deride a scheme like this 
"imnlv because ,.c have not the whole place 
cut _._illto sections i,s ridiculous. In n1y opinion, 
although the land is limit0d in area, it is 
far and awav better land than anv other 
land that we 'propose to ecttlc. The 'rainfall 
there is from 90 inches to 120 inches per 
annum. The adjacent land has been proved 
to be some of the best dairying land in the 
State. The market for butter is good. It 
is one of the products that we are going to 
produce and sell. My opinion of land :,ettle· 
ment is that. if the basis of production IS 

luxuries. then the success of the settlement 
is clonbtful. One of the troubles in eonn.ec
tion with soldier settlement is over-productiOn 
of fruit. Fruit is not a stable industry. 

:\Ir. \VARREX : Is fruit a luxury? 

Th"' SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\'DS: 
Fruit is a luxury. 

1\Ir. MORGA:"!: And a necessity. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\'DS: 
A necessitv and a luxurv. All great indus· 
tries arc not established' for the production 
of luxuries. Anv business man knows that 
a great organisation is bui~t up by prod':'c· 
ing articles that everybody m the commumty 
must have-necessities. So far as it will lie 
in my power, both under this scheme and in 
the Burnett and Da wson irrigation schemes, 
we are going to try and get the people to 
produce thing? fo~ which a ma":ket. always 
exists. In this district the mam mdustry 
will be dairving, and the settlement will meet 
with success. (Hear, hear !i 

Mr. MORGAN: \V ill the land grow sugar
cane? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:t\DS: 
:--;o, it will not grow cane. Another argu
ment against the proposal is that it is 
a cvclone area. I think it was the hon. 
men.Iber for Aubign;, who mentioned that ho 
came acroes a statement made bv ::Yir. 
Callaghan, of the Lands Department, that 
1 his a rea is a cyclone dC'Yastatcd area. 
That is quite true. The cyclone of 1918 
ravaged the whole of the Cairns, Innisfail, 
and Cardwell districts. 

Mr. PottOCK : It is an earthquake area, 
too. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If that j, an argument against this scheme, 
then the Cairns, Port Douglas, lYiossman, 
and Innisfail districts-in fact. all that rich 
area of the State from Mackay north to 
Cooktown-is also in the cvclone devastated 
area. That is no argument against settle
ment at alL vVhile occasionallv these 
cvclones do immense damage to crops. the 
damage' done in the dairying industry is not 
so g-reat. The damage done on the Atherton 
Tableland by cyclones has not been nearly 
so great as in the 3ugar districts. 

Mr. \VARREN: It is not so bad as a 
drought. 

·The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
A drought is equal to a bad ryclone every 
year. (Hear. hear!) I wa.< in the Babinda, 
and Innisfail districts when the cyclone 

[Hon. W. }fcCormack. 

occurred in 1918. People \Yho have not bce!"ll 
in a cYclone haY(' no idea of what happens_ 
Even 'in that vear Babinda crushed 80.000 
ton; of cane. m1cl the next year being a good 
,·ear the cn.ncgro"\YCl'S and selectors ·were on 
ihoir feet agfiin. 

.:\[ ,., ·WALKER: It only knocked the State 
"nub" down. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
:\o, the State hotel \\"as one of the few 
building,- which was not blown oYer. As a 
matte!' 'of fact. it is a tribute to the \Vorko 
Department that in the Innis.fail and 
Babincla districts the onlv bmldmgs that 
\Yithstootl the cvclone we~e the buildings 
designed and bnih by the late "Cndcr Secre
tary for Works, :Hr. A. B. Brady. 

:\Ir. \YrxSTAXLEY: And under day labour. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I think I have ,aid sufficient in connection 
with this area to disabuse the minds of hon. 
members that because we have not the area 
properly designed, we should not proceed 
with its settlemeM.. Only a few days ago 
I received a report .from the surveyor sent 
to the head of the Tullv River to explore 
a new tableland adjoining the Atherton 
Tableland aboYe the Tullv River Falls. 
Prospectors told us of the bPautiful land that 
existed there. It was inaccessible, and no 
one knew anything about it. We fir:d t~-day 
that it is some of the finest country m North 
Queensland, and the report of the surveyor 
savs it is better countrv than the Atherton 
Tableland. It is not reel volcanic soil, such 
as exists on the Tableland, and the soil is
not so deep, but we have it that there exists 
there some of the finest land in the Common
wealth. 

;\lr. \YARRE~ : Quite a find. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\'DS: 
Yes, quite a find. 

~Ir. ~IIORG,\X :. How do you know that it is 
all good land ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
This surYE'Yor has been over it durin,- the 
last hYo rnonths. I-Ie has done his best to 
explore it. There may be a lot more land 
running into the gorges. Any hon. member 
\Yho has been in that district knows that 
there arc mountain ranges rising to a height 
of 5,000 fe0t. On the Tableland these gorges 
in places haYc opened out into a great big 
area, though at first sight, owing to the 
tLicklwss of the sc1·ub, it apparently was the 
side of the mountain. That has happened at 
Babinda. In one gorge at Babinda. where 
the hon. nwmber for Stanlev's partner, Mr. 
MaYcr~. had a farn1, there is' one man lvho 
has· 375 acres of land. 374 of which are under 
sugar-canr' growing from 50 to 60 !ons per 
<HTC'. To-da.\' the O\YllE"r. 1-ir. Larsen, IS ask1ng 
£45.000 for his far.n. That is in the country 
\Yith \Yhich we are dealing. This country, of 
course. is not sugar country, and I am not 
urging that its value is equal tD that of the 
land I haw just quoted. That is sugar coun
trv with a mill "ne! market available and 
w1th a protected industry. Hon. members 
opposite have said that the land at Nera.cla Is 
not being used for sugar-cane. To discuss. 
these m>tttf'rs vou must have a knowledge of 
local conditions and know the circumstances 
governimr the case. In the sugar area it is 
no use having en'n the very best of land' 
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urJcss you are in the n1ill a.rea, and even 
"rthm the mill area at Babinda to-day 
reople cannot get pern1its to gro·w can_c 
because the mill will on]., crush a certalll 
amount of cane. The capacity of the mill is 
lin1itcd. ConsPquPntly, in the mgar areas 
we have first-class land that cannot be used 
because the capacity of the mill will not 
allow it to deal with further cane 

Mt. MoRGAX: Is there any fear of ov, r
production? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 
I am not dealing with that now. Each year 
we should require an additional 10,000 tons of 
sugar_ At El Arish, in the Innisfail district, 
a soldier ~ettlement \vas established. It was 
all first-claes land. as the hon. member for 
the district can tell you. To-day we have 
!wen able to sa v to those settlers, " We have 
linished with you; you are on your feet; you 
do not want the supervisors any longer, and 
t.hc·re is no need for the Government to 
interfere anv further." That is because they 
\vere given ° fairly good land and a market 
for their produce. That is one reason why 
"''' shoultl endeavour to settle these first-class 
arc·as where there is a good rainfall. 1 agree 
mth much that has been said with regard 
tc rainfall, and I recognisf' that the succ0ss 
of the Durnott scheme depends on three 
things-the right area, the rainfall, and 
the markets. 

Mr. JUORGAX : I think you should add the 
right type of man. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Those arc the three outstanding features. 
Thl' qualitv of the settler is another important 
0 nestion_ 

0 

In the Palmerston area we have 
,;ono of the dangers attaching to southern 
areas. There is a good rainfall, good soil, 
and adjacent lands are successfully s,.!t]ed 
by dairynwn who arc carrying on and ha n3 

1uarkets for their products. 

ML ::YloRGI:\: Have they got markets? 

The SECRETARY FOH FCBLIC LANDS: 
YP,;; as a matter of fact, we base an 
inereasing market for our butter in I\orth 
Queensland_ As the North expands it is not 
ncsc~sary for us to go outside of our own 
districh to se11 our butter. rrhero i~ a 
n·markable market, and I do not think t.hat 
any butter is exported out of Norlh Qucem
land-that is, below J\Iackay. There ib a 
big population in the coastal areas <A I\orth 
Qltecnsland and arour::d Chillago., and the 
nJi11ing dish·ieh 1vho consurne great quantities 
of Atherton butter. 

J\lr_ :\loRGA;o;: But we want the butter (o 
t xport. 

The SECRETARY FOR FGBLIC LA:\'DS · 
I hope >vc shail hanc it later. It i- a. ven 
good thine; to have a g-ood locct! market. All 
thP great lnanttfacturin~· countries of the 
>~·orld have built up their industries on their 
local con~urr1ption. \\-.-e \vant plentv oi 
!JCop]e in tbe countr:)~ to enable US to undet•
sc]l other roun!rics. That is thl~ secre1 of 
G(·rman.}·Js success-high r~rotcction. rt good 
~ome Inarket, and durnp youe oSurplus goods 
111 the other Innn's country. 

Mr. MoRGA;o;: That does not apply to agri
cultural produce_ 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LA:\'DS: 
It do 'o not apply to agricultural produce. 
But, a::~- a n1attt~r of fact, our n1cat indnstrv 
is based on local comumption. 

0 
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Mr. :vioRGAX: :\'o; our meat industry is 
based on the price in the home market 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LA:\DS: -
It depends on the local consumption. The 
hon. member knows perfectly well that 
Australia is not a big meat-producing country. 
This fetish that >YO are a big meat-producing 
country is not con et. Eighty per cent. of 
our product is sold iu our O\Vn n1arkct. 

:Mr. :\IOJ'.GAX: And local prices are 
regulated by the 20 ver cent. that goes UIY· :·-

The SECHETARY FOR P ('BLIC LA:-;ns: 
I have not noticed any rcgula!iou. 

:'IIl'. :'llORGAX: It is a fact, though. 

The SECRETAllY FOR VCBLIC LA:\DS: 
Our meat ho,o been sold in London for 2d. 
a lb., and you could not get it in Aust:·alia 
fo:· less than 4d. a lb. The hon. gentlem1m 
has led me a little awav from the Bill. I 
do uot want particularly to deal with the 
Bill in detail to-night, because I gave a fan 
outline of it during the opening t-tage::;. The 
Bill really is based on the same princi,J!cs as 
the l'pper Burnett and Callicle Land >:lcttle
meut Uill. One departure is the appoint
rnent of a superYisor. Perl1aps it nu1y be 
asked why we should have a supervisor in 
this case. and not in connection >vith the 
Upper Burnctt scheme. The reawn is that 
it is necessary to have somebody to super
,-ise the settlement- It >vi!! be 1,000 miles 
north of the controlling department, and we 
must !rave some officer there clothed with 
powers to act on behalf of tlie department. 
That is the idea of a supervisor. 'I'he 
wpcnisur will be the land agent in that 
district. !IC' will also be the officer who >vill 
work between the Department of Public 
Lands, the :\linister, and the settler on the 
lamL As I explain my case hon. members 
will sec that it is necessarY to have somebody 
there, because \.Ye propose a llC\V Jnethod of 
derrl ing with fmance for the area. In the 
Burnett scheme the Department of Public 
Lands will deal onlv \vith >\ater facilities. 
Cuclcr this Bill we p;·oposc to advance to the 
settlor, through the Department of Public 
Lands. up to £1.000. \Ye hope to get away 
from t!H dclavs connected >Yith the State 
AdvancP.-: l\::n·l)oration. In connection \Yith 
that matt(']', much as >vao made of it in the 
deiJate to-"idrt it would be unwise to build 
up two ori;uni:;;ation:::.. \Ye have a State 
~idvunrcs Corporation. If there is anything 
v.rong ,~~,ith that s,vsten1, let us nu:>nd it: let 
lh 1nakc it eHiricnt. not create another 
organisation and ha,,e duplication. There i~ 
nothing \Vl'ong ·with the sy::-ten1 cf advall('CS 
to .settlers under a Govcrnn1cnt ,-,c:llC'nle: and, 
if tlw dclan and difficulties arc harassing the 
:'f1 ttlcr-·1Ul.d thev are-thPn \YC' ~hou~d 1nend 
the s~. stt~In. D{rt in this area we are pro
po·ing to give a trial to a sy~ten1 of the 
Departmc'nt of Public Lands dealing \Yith 
finance \Y c arc n1aking the settler do cer
tain things, and ou.r supervi~or will really 
be t lw bank officer in the area, who will 
a<h-ise uc as to the selector. his needs. and tbe 
~afctv in a{h~anring rnoncy. \Ye are con.1-
pelling the clearing of 50 acreB of land. It IS 

recognised that in that an'a 50 acres of land 
will keep a sufficient number of dairy stock to 
0nal>:c a 1nan to n1ake a decent liYing. I 
think the.v are running a eo"· to 2 acres. 
In lots of places, of course, they could run 
a co\v to the acre. 

:\lr. :\IORG.i:\: Is that after they plant 
artificial gra~.sC's? 

Hon. W. JlrCormack.] 



850 Palmers•an Land [ASSE~IBL Y.] Settlement Bi:,. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LANDS: 
After they plant artificial grasses. \V e arc 
makmg the selector clear 50 acres and plant 
It \nth grass. That is one of the conditions 
of s~l<•ction. That is advantageous because 
1t s:'curos to the selector enough grass to run 
sufhcient stock to earn a livelihood. \Ye 
propose, too, to resene the timber to ihc 
State.. The _getting of timber out of this 
area. Is a fairly tough contract. The most 
p_rohfic timber is \Valnut. There arc maple. 
,~]ky oak, . bean-tree, and the wft wood 
limbers wluch grow on the AthertDn Table
land, but there_ is not the same quantity 
Df maple on this area that there is on the 
\rest~rn side of the Tableland range. \Val
nut 1s a very_ useful timber, but the public 
wdl not hu,v 1t at present. \Yhile we have 
maple the public will not Lu7 some of the 
othL•r timbers. I propose to send a first
cla" exhibit of some of our less known 
timbers to the British Empire Exhibition. 
(~Iear, hear:) I have got £500 from the 
'I reasury to prepare a first-class exhibit for 
L-ondon. where we are going to endeavour 
to g~t orders for the timber. Mr. Russell, 
,vho 1s now on the Tra1nway Trust, informed 
me that lo\varcls the end of the war he was 
in London, a.nd got orders for quite a lot 
of timber. He said that all our cabinet 
woods would sell well in London but the 
difficulty was that hB took orders' for a lot 
of timber but could not get bottoms to carrv 
the timbcer to England after the armistici 
and llO business resulted. He savs that w~ 
should hne somebody at the Emp,ire Exhibi
tion with samples of our timbers-espcciallv 
the loscer known timbers-to secure ordcr:s 
and get a trade for our timbers overseas 
instead of destroying them by fire. as i~ 
done to-da,·. There are millions of feet of 
walnut in this arpa. There is a lot of silkv 
oak. which is a timber little known outside 
of Queensland. SDuthern people will not 
11aYc ml:"·thing but n1aplC' to-drry. Silky oak 
is a fi rst-cla -s timber for cabinet purpose', 
but. v-. hi le mapk is available, evcrybod:, 
wants it. \Ve should trv tD find a market 
for the3o products, because unlimited wealth 
is being burnt to-day by selector-, Lccau~e 
there is no market for that timber. \Vo 
propose to aJ1o,v a certain amount of what 
is tD-da,- called stumpage-hon. members on 
both sides call it royalty. but it is a profit 
made on the timber--

l\lr. i'viORGAX : Jt i•., a tax 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LA~DS: 
It is not a tax: it is a rightful profit from 
the limber, which is bein!; used to replant 
trees in Queensland. \Ve are providing that 
a certain proportion of that money shall go 
into a fund to help the selector. I do not 
admit that the selectors have any right to 
the timb0r, Lut I believe that it will 
encourage then1 to take Inore interest in and 
care of the valuable timber on their hold
ings if we givo them som,; portion of the 
roy,Jty in the form of grants to help them 
to purchase stock or for improvements. A 
portion of the royalty will be set aside, 
and grants \Vill be giyen to indiYidual selec
tors to help them, outside the money lent 
under the £1,000 clause. 

1\Ir. TAYLOR: Over and abon. the £1.000? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Y PS. It is i!Itended to encourage them to 
take an interest in the timber. Thev will 
not take an interest in it to-da 0-: all they 

[Hon. W. liicCormack. 

are concerned about is burning· it off and 
getting the country under grass. 

l\.lr. MORG.G : If there is no market for it 
a,nrl it does not pay, that is the only thing 
tney can do. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LA:-<DS · 
That is the only thing thev can do. Most 
of the clauses of the Bill 'are the same as 
those in the U ppe1· Burnett and Callide 
Land Settlement Bill. Hon. members will 
not desire me to go over the method of 
settlement. I can assure the House that this 
is a first-class piece of land. 

l\.lr. MORGAX : \';hat is the total area of it'! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLW LANDS: 

About 180,000 acres. There is another small 
block shown on the map which is also very 
good land, but it is not explorDd properly, 
and it is not included. \Ye have officers 
designing this land and cutting it up into 
selections, but it will be SDme considerable 
time before selection takes place. It is not 
like the Burnett land; it will take twelve 
months before we can do any real settlement 
work in this area. It is an area which ought 
not to be neglected-it ought to be settled. 
We want people in North Queensland even 
more than in the Burnett. We have the 
land there~ and in this particular area we 
have the climate; we have the rainfall; we 
have nearly all the requirements for success
ful settlement in this district, and I think 
we should make some effort to put people 
on the land. Since it has been spoken about, 
we have received far more inquiry locally 
for it than for the Burnett lands, and many 
people in ~orth Queensland arc eager to get 
selections. 

2\1r. ::VJORGAX: Ii what you say is true, it 
seems a much br•tter proposi1 ion than the 
Burnett scheme. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC L.\:.JDS: 
I do not v.ant to decry the Burnett, but, 
personallv, I believe it is. It is further 
from ma;·kcts certainly, but I do not think 
there is tho same risk. One has only to go 
over the settlement at Atherton to realise 
that. Any hon. member who has been there 
will recognise that it is ono of the finest 
parts of Qt1eensla nd. 

l\1uch was made on the previous Bill of 
the power taken· by the Minister. I do not 
want to criticise the Land Settlement Board 
or previous ::VIinistcrs, but I sa" that the 
Minister should always have been respon
sibiB in connection with land settlement 
schemes. Many of the things which are 
cropping up fro;n day to da.) are due to the 
fact that there was not sufficient criticism 
of those schemes: that there was a desire 
<-1n th0 part of the :;\linister, perhaps. 
to say, "' Ob, well, the Opposition and 
all of u:; arc respon~iLlc. ,. That to so1ne 
cxtf•!Jl pr~ventrd criticism. I hold that 
there should bo ::Yiinisterial re,ponsibility. 
Of course the l\Ilnister is 11ot going to carry 
out the detail work; but, if he has any 
a.bility at all and if he is keen on his job, 
he should be able to supervise the whole of 
the opprations. There are great industrial 
undertakings whose turnover is greater than 
the '"hole of the operations of the Govern
ment, and they arc supervised by one man. 
In the last analysis the decision rests with 
him, and he has to come to his decisions on 
evidence put before him, and. if he can 
select the right men-putting the work on 
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the right ohoulde1 ,-not attempting to do it 
all himself-and in the event of failure to 
carrv out his instructions get rid of those 
men' and put others in their places, he can 
eontrol a Ycr~Y large organjsation. Organ
isation, after all. is not doing the work your
self; it is getting the best possible men, 
putting responsibilit.v on them, and getting 
rid of them if thev fail. That is the 
Minister's job. as I understand it, and, 
whilst the task ahead of me is difficult, I 
think that with proper attention we can make 
a snccess of these schemes. 

The group settlement system has been 
criticis~d, but the criticism comes from men 
who had experience of it under the old condi
tions, when land agents were allowed to 

organise the groups and sell them 
[10 p.m.] the land. There are not going to 

be any land ag-ents in this scheme. 
'Ve can have officers of the department who 
will sell blocks to indi vie! uals in groups. 
The prospective settlers will be taken through 
the area. They will form groups amongst 
themseh'es. and then come before the Land 
Settlement Board either her<' or up there
there will be offices up there so that we can 
deal with them on the spot-and there will 
be no room for any of the practices which 
prevailed in the old days. I am not one 
of those who believe that everybody can be 
bribed I think \Ye have very good officers, 
and they ought to be encouraged in their 
work. In the last analysis, under our system 
of government the permanent officials ea rry 
out the policy of the Government. whether 
we like it or not. Our chief aim should be 
to sccnre the right men and place the respon
sibility on their shoulders, and, if they fail 
iH that responsibility, to remove them and 
get some other men to take their places. 

Mr. S'rzER: Have you got any idea of the 
total cost of the scheme? 

The SECRETARY FOR FeBLIC LA?\DS: 
No. It is Crown land; it is only a matter of 
settlPment. The onh· real cost will be the 
construction of the 'tramlinc from ~erada 
towards the Bcatrice River. 

Mr. SrzER: 'Yhat will that tramlinc cost? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA)IDS: 
I do not know; we have not yet got our 
surveys or estimates. That proposal will be 
introduced by th•c Secretary for Railways, 
who will give the fullest information. and 
perhaps at that stage I shall be able to give 
the House a good deal more information 
from the group of officers that I have work
ing in the area now. The area is opening 
up better than we expected. The conditions 
that I stated at the outset of my speech do 
exist and are difficult to overcome. Nothing 
will give a proper idea of the area except 
settlement, and until then we shall not know 
exactly how much land we have and how 
many people we can settle on the area. 

Mr. KERR: Do you think that £1,000 is 
sufficient to establish a man? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS; 
I think so. I am inclined to agree with hon. 
members who sav that we should be careful 
not to lend too' much money. A selector 
should only get sufficient for his needs. He 
has to pay it back. It is like giving a man 
on a low wage too much money to build a 
home; it is bad policy. People will go in 
for a flash house if they get the opportunity, 

\Yithout thinking of the day when they will 
have to pa;l' for it. The same applies to land 
se tlcment. \Ye \Yant to keep settlement 

ithin the man:::-:; n1eans, but \VC do not want 
to skimp him i:, any way. 

1\Ir. KERR: Do YOU not think that an extra 
£200 might stabiiise the position and put a 
man on his feet? 

The SECRET_J.RY FOR PL:BLIC LAXDS: 
It might. 

:VIr. KERR: Then why do you not g-ive it 
to th~ soldier settlers'! It is time you thought 
about it. 

Th,, SECRETARY FOR FCI3LIC L\J\'DS: 
I knew the hon. gentleman \Yas coming to 
that. For his information, let me tell him 
that I am limitc•d to the amount of £625. 

:'dr. KERR: Ycu are discriminating. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LAJ'\DS: 
I am quite willing, after the revaluation 
takes place, to allow the settler to borrow 
again up to hit amount. 

Mr. KERR: That will be £625? 

The SECRETARY FOR FCI3LIC LA~DS: 
It will exceed the amount laid down by the 
Commonwealth Government. Perhaps it 
wottld be a good thing for the Government 
to face the soldier settlements and wipe off 
the liability. 

0PPOSITIO;.; 3.1DJBERS : Hear. hear! 

::VIr. KERR: Your answer the other day ,G{id 
not go to that extent. 

The• SECRET :I.RY FOR PCBLIC LA::'\DS: 
I am not dealing \Yith that. Any action to 
be taken in that direction must be the result 
of a conoidercd policy, and not merely stated 
in answer to an interjection across this Cham
bt>r. The ho,l. gentleman will not get me to 
do anythlllg or nap me into doing something 
that I cannot canv out. I do not believe in 
making a promise that I cannot carry out. 
A matter like that has to be a matter for 
n1uch consideration, and, if anything js done, 
we should bring clown the advance to a point 
"-here settlers can make a living. I com
mend the Bill to hon. members. I suggest 
r hat thcv be I•lOt actuated with a desire to 
oppose the Bill merely because the area is 
not open country where everybody can see 
the land. l ask them not to regard the 
sehPmc as anathema bPcau:3e the Brjsbane 
newspapers arc opposed to it. Xearly the 
whole of the settlements in North Queens
land have been successful. There is no settle
mE'nt there that has not been successful. The 
land is either very good or very bad, and in 
the very bad areas in the mining districts no 
settlement has teen attempted. 

11r. MORGAN: The rainfall is very large. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
In those districts where there has been a 
large rainfall and high mountains every 
sPttlement has been successful. I urge, in 
moYing the seeond reading of the Bill. that 
it be given fair consideration, and if that 
i., ,done I feel sure that in a few years this 
settlement will justify ibel£. I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
tin1e." 

Jio;o.;ocRABLE ~IE~fBERS : Hear, hear ! 

'Y1 r. TA YLOR (Tr ind sor) : I wish to assure· 
the '\1inister that the whole of the members 
on this ,;.do of the House are quite satisfied 

.llr. Taylor.] 
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with regard to the qualitv of the land that 
this Bill proposes to open up. The men 
who gaye evidence before the Public Work,, 
Commission spoke in tbe higheBt possible 
terms of the qualitv of the. land. Those 
members on this side· of the House who have 
not had the lcca.] kno\vle.dge \Yhich the 
Minister spoke of would have no justificaticn 
in decrying the quality cf the land. There 
is one provision in particular in the Bill 
which gives the ::Yiinistor the right to call 
upon the selector to supply a factory and 
Ychatever the Minister chooses to direct in 
the wa:v of stock or cream supplies. I do 
not think this is a wise prcvision to have 
in the Bill. The very fact of that provision 
being there will prejudice some men 
from taking up land in this area. As I 
said on the second reading of the Burnett 
scheme, \Ye want to giye as much freedom as 
possible to the seloctcr, and at the same time 
conserve the best interests of· the State by 
seeing that the money advanced b! the State 
is spent in the proper way. Provision is 
n•ade in the Bill for a supervisor. Certain 
reasons have been given why a. supervisor 
should be appointed. If the appointment is 
to be gi vcn to an officer of the department 
whose dutv it will be to collect the money 
which will come his way, we canFJ.ot 
haYe much to say against it. because. as 
the Minister said. the area is a considerable 
distance from the metropolis and the head 
centre which directs the activities of the 
settlement. It is therefore necessary to have 
some officer to attend to the financial opera
tions of the settler. But. if this officer is going 
to be in the position of a dictator to dictate 
to the settler just exactly what he shaii do 
and when he shall do it, and in every pos
sible way hamper his movements. I do not 
think it will be a "'ood thing at all. I have 
the greatest possible faith in the possibilities 
of I\orth Queensland. I have not had much 
opportunity of visiting that portion of the 
State. but, when I did so, I was very much 
impresse-d with the future in store for it. 
\Y<· should therefore do our best to develop 
that particular area with our own people 
and with our own kith and kin. 

This is no doubt a.n attempt. in that 
diroetion. One matter which I particularly 
want to draw attention to-so far as I 
understand the proposal-is that it is in
tended to ,•xtend the existing tramway from 
0;"erada, which I think is somewhere about 
21 miles from Innisfail, for another 21 mile
'J'11e whole of the evidence of the Royal 
Con1mission ~ondemns the present 2~fePt tram
wn.y. Everyone says that it would be a 
mistake tc continue the tramwa_y 2 feet wide 
from the present terminus to the area with 
which we are now dealing. \V.c ha vo tlw 
evidence of Mr. Crowther and other railway
men and also of local men to the effect thnt 
it would be a mistake to bnild a 2-feet wide 
lir,e to carry the traffic. The present tram
way. which is running from Innisfail to 
Nerada, has lost to the State durin(( the 
laBt three years £15,248-t.hat is, hem 1919· 
20. In 1919-20 the net deficit was £2.296; 
in 1920-21, £3 805; and in 1921-22. £9.147. 
Mr. Crowther in his evidence condemns t11is 
tramway absclutely, vet the Government pro
pose to continue the '2-feet tramway into the 
area we are considering, meaning- that the 
loss on the present line will be considerably 
increased. Mr. Crowther sa vs that it can 
onlv ca-rry loads of 35 tons ... \Yhv vou can 
car~y that on a wheelbarrow! W2 .. a~e going 

[Mr. Taylor. 

to open up 180,000 acres of land in this 
area a.nd haYe a larger amcunt of traffic on 
1_~w tramwa .. v than at present exists, yet tho 
l,oYernment, as I understand the position. 
ir.tend to go on with the construction of the 
tramway, making it about 50 mile, long 
aitogether. I forget how ma?Jy curves 0xist 
on the present tramway, but I think that 
in a short distance there are ninetv-nine. 
They will have to be straightened oiit and 
; ;;e line will have to be regraded to carry 
the extra traffic. 'fhe officers of the ciepart
rnC'nt who have given evidence before the 
Public \Vorks Commission recommend that, 
if the 2-feet tramway is to be gon•3 on with. 
at least the roadbed should be mad<> 3 feet 
6 inches wide, so that, when an alteration 
is made to 3 feet 6 inches, the roadbed will 
be constructed. 

Mr. Crowthcr, in giving evidenc<> befcre 
the Public Works Commission, said-

" I really do not know much about that 
country. I can only give evidence as to 
an extension of the line from :N erada in 
one regard. The maximum load I can 
hold with a 2-feet engine is 35 tons, as the 
gra·des are too steep, and with an increase 
of traffic I will not be able to hold o-r eater 
!cads. I want a better line so ~far as 
!'(rades are concerned. The present line 
rs far too costly to work. 

"By Jfr. Pay ne: Can you give the 
Commission a rough estimate as to the 
cost of construction ?-I do not know the 
nature of the countr_y to be traversed. 

" By the Chairman: The present line 
to :\" erada is not satisfactory owing to 
the grades, and it would be necessarv to 
alter those grades to make a success of 
the extension?-Yes, and I believe a better 
grade could be obtained. 

"We have been told that there are about 
ninety-nine curves on that line. Is that 
so ?-I could not answer that. 

"By Mr. Payne: What is the difference 
in cost of putting down a 2-feet tramway 
and a 3-feet 6-inches line ?-The ratio is 
about three to five on the level, but that 
could be lessened on a 3-feet 6-inches 
g·auge, according to weight of rails. That 
is building both line' well. 

"By lffr. Collins: Is the present tram
wav from Innisfail to Nerada a profrt
able undertaking ?-)!o. 

"\Vould it be more economical to con
vert the present 2-feet lino into a 3-feet 
6-inchcs line, connecting with the nearest 
point on the North Coast line ?-No. for 
the present traffic on the line from Nerada 
to Currajah is principally cane for the 
South J ohnstone Mill, although v m· ked 
by the Government." 

The :.Yiinister referred to the timber. This is 
what Mr. Swain has to say with regard to 
the timber in answer to the chairman-

" I-I a vc :vou got any statement prepared 
showing the timber rescurces ?-I \vould 
like to explain that the ordinary pro
cedure in timber estimating hv the 
Forestry Department is to establish a 
series of survey camps over the area and 
actually make a local estimate. That 
e~timate is now _in the course of prepara· 
hon, and the evtdence that I can give on 
the timber resources is only approximate. 
The area affected by the tramway, so far 
as the timber resources are concerned, is 
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between the J\iorth and South ,Johnstone 
Rivers. That is an area of jung1c coun
trv which was more or less knocked about 
b~ the 1918 cvclone. There is on that 
land maple, silky oak, white beach. black 
bean, red benn, walnut. brown oak, silver 
beech, water gum, and many other odds 
. ,.,nd ends of so-called scrub timbers. some 
of which mav or 1nav not have a nlarket
able value. The proportion of maple and 
silkv oak is rather low in relation to the 
-ortiilnar;, jungle country of the North, 
and consequently from a timber point of 
view it has a lower value than most other 
.areas. So far as we can estimate there 
are probably 4,000 superficial feet of 
timber per acre, and probably 160.000,000 
superficial feet on the whole area between 
the two rivers. The value of the timber 
or the possibility of marketing· it depends 
<m the price obtainable in the market as 
against the cost of cutting, hauling, load
ing, and freighting. So far as I can calcu
late there are only three kinds that we 
can market profitably-maple, silky oak, 
and white beech. At present the ent;re 
quantity of 160,000,000 superficial feet is 
utterly valueless because it has no market 
value. 

"\Vhat class of timber is at present 
of no value ?-I have with me some 
samples of timber to illustrate the class 
of timber that is growing in that area. 
They will convey a better impression to 
the Commission than mere names. The 
first sample is walnut or black mahogany, 
which is one of the most abundant tim
bers on that area. \Ve estimate that 
there are a bout 30,000,000 superficial feet 
of walnut." 

'l'his is the point I want hon. members to 
note-

" \Vith a 2-feet tramway the cost of 
marketing per lOO superficial feet f.o.b. 
would be approximately 17s. 2d .. and the 
estimated market value per 100 superficial 
feet f.o.b. is 16s., showing a loss of ls. 
2d. by marketing." 

That is by extending the existing 2-feet 
«tramline. He continues- -

"We may look forward to an increase 
in the value of this timber when it 
be,:omes more widely known or when the 
populaJ,ion increases so that there will 
be a bigger demand for it. The present 
position is that <ve may have to destroy 
it. I have a sample of brown oak or 
crowsfool elm. That i' regarded as a 
useless timber at the present time, 
Lecnuse there is no m ark et for it owing 
to the small population. I have a sample 
of petcda. y;hich is of the hardwood 
variety. There is quite a lot of black 
bean on the area. I have samples of red 
bean, At herton red oak. sa tin wood, silky 
oak. red cedar, Putts pine or silver 
maple. Putts piriQ is not a pine. It 
is really a maple. I have also samples 
of milkwood, white ash, silkwood, and 
others. 

" Do the whole of those timbers grow 
in that area ?-Yf's. with a great many 
more varieties. There are probably a 
hundn;d different, species per acre. all 
of vanous values. 

Later on the 'Chairman asked him-
" Wa' it not stated at the last Asso

ciated Chambers of Commerce Congress 

that there were about 800 varieties of 
timber in that particular district ?-I do 
not know. I was away from Brisbane at 
the tin1e 

'· You estimate the cost of marketing 
the ti1nber, over a 2-ft. gauge tramline, 
at 17e. 2d .. and the market value at 16s . 
per 100 superficial feet?-Yes. 

'· A"uming that there was a 3-ft. 6-in. 
gauge line, would the cost of marketing 
the timber be reduced ?-Yes. There 
would be a wduction of 2s. per lOO 
;'.'luperficial feet." 

b the face of evidence such ·as that with 
regard to the 2-feet tramline, it cerilainly 
seems to me strange that the Commission 
shoiild recommend the constrnction of the 
line. I take the statements made by man 
who gaye evidence before the Commissiou 
as coming from men who understand and 
know "omething of what they are talking 
about. By carrying the timber on this 2-feet 
tramway a loss of ls. 2d. per 100 feet will 
b0 shown on the present selling price, while 
if the 3-feet 6-inch gauge is constructed, the 
cost of carriage will be considerably reduced. 
I know that the difficulty is in connection 
with the existing tramline from Innisfail to 
:Nerada. which would have to be altered to 
the 3-feet 6-inch gauge if the extension 
was made on that gauge, and it would 
require a big expenditure. One of the 
witne;,ses before the Public Works Commis
sion calculated that the value of the timber 
would be sufficient to pay for the cost of 
tho line. He is a man who has lived in 
the district a long time, and has a good 
local know ledge of affairs. I cannot under
stand the reason why the Commission recom
mended the 2-feet tramline in the face of 
the evidence. One or two men qualified 
their evidence with regard to the 2-feet tram
line by saying that a line on the 3-feet 6-inch 
gauge would be much more economical and 
useful. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : A 
wonderful development has taken place in 
the Innisfail district with the 2-feet gauge. 

l\lr. TAYLOR: I admit that, but you are 
going to extend the line another 21 miles, 
which will mean increased traffic, and Mr. 
Crowthcr says that on the present tramway, 
which is being run on an economical ba,is, 
the loss last year was £9,000. I quite admit 
that a lot of country has been opened up by 
the 2-feet tramway, but I think it has now 
outlived its usefulnes~. The evidence shows 
that the land is fertile, with an eastern slope, 
and It does not get the cold winds which 
some parts of :'\'orth Queensland get, and 
settlement would be largely increased in the 
area if it could be opened up. I hope that 
the clause giving the Minister power to say 
what quantity of his products a man shall 
Jcli ver to ihe factorv will be altered. The 
:\Iinister also has power to establish meat
works. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS: It is 
only intended to establish butt.er factories. 

Mr. TAYLOR: But the power is in the 
Bill to enable the Minister to establish meat
works. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS : 'V e will 
not exercise the power if co-operative fac
tories are established. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It was stated in evidence 
that it was intended to establish a factory 
there. and a certain amount of money was 
contributed and applioations for shares were 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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received; but, when the promoters of the pro
posed company got word that the Govern
ment proposed to open up this particular 
area, they dropped the scheme. If this Bill 
is passed, the probabilities are that the men 
who arc going to take up these areas may 
establish a butter factory co-operatively. I 
think that it would be a great mistake to 
open up the area by an extension of the 
existing 2-feet tramline in the face of the 
evidence, and I hope that the Minister will 
consider that matter. \Ve hope that the 
scheme will be a success. \Ve have been con
sidering two big schemes to-day, but we 
should not be afraid to tackle big things in 
Queensland. This is the time for big things. 
As the Minister said a few moments ago, if 
we can get the right man to control and 
work out this scheme, we should pay him 
well and give him his head, and not tie him 
up with red tape and hamper him in his 
operations. 

Mr. SWAYNE (.lfirani): I beg to moYe 
the adjournment of the d_ebate. 

Question put and passed. 
The rt·sumptiGn of the debate wa~ made an 

Order of tr·e Day for to-morrow. 
The Houoe adjourne<1 at 10.25 p.m. 




