
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

THURSDAY, 30 AUGUST 1923 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Supply. [30 AUGUST.] Questions. 721 

THURSDAY, 30 AUGUST, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, Mare e)· 
took. the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

CosT OF INKERMAN IRRIGATION WORKS. 

M:r. MOORE (Aubi!Jny), in the absence of 
Mr. S" ay ne (Jlirani), asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" 1. In connection with the Inkcrman 
irrig,ttion 'vorks and tho incrcw,c in their 
cost from the original ostirnate of 
.£130,000 to that of £392,351 on the 30th 
June !act-how much of the item­
machinery and mat<'rial, £293,924-was 
spcn1. on .:\u~l ralian manufaeturcq, how 
much on Briti'h goods, and how much on 
foreign machiucry and material? 

" 2. In tho increase on the original sum 
of .£19,728 estimated as being sufficieut 
to pay for "ag<'s to the cost of .£98,927 
on the 30th June last-how much is repre­
scJ;tcd b.~.- c•,prJHliJ urc in the clearing of 
land. all(] •,.ha.t is the area cleared on that 
date. and what was the original estimate 
for this work? 

" 3. How much of it has been spent in 
well-sinking. and how many wells had 
been sunk on 30th J uno laot, and what 
was tlw origiual estimate for the cost of 
1vell-sinkiug '? }1-rt-~ any rnorc w·ells re­
qui rod lo <·omplotc the scheme, and what 
was th' orig·inal c•tirnate of the cost of 
well-sinkiug Y 

" 4. \Vha t was the expondi tu re on the 
erection of poles up to the 30th June 
last? How m am were then erected? 
Arc at(\' more r<'quired? ·what was the 
original Pstimatcd cost of the erection of 
the pok•;? Haxo any poles, after being· 
erected, been removed ? 
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" 5. vVha t was the cost of the labour 
employed upon the erection of the power· 
house? Is this amount included in the 
sum of £98,927-the cost of the labour 
employed on the works up to 30th Junu 
last? 

" 6. What is the total cost of the Inker­
mail irrigation works when completed?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Maclcay), in the 
absence of the Secretary for Public Lands 
(Hon. W. McCormack, CairNs}, replied-

" 1 to 6. The information is not yet 
available, but tho full particulars will ue 
s~pplicd ;:rhcn the Estimates are being 
discussed. 

STOCKS OF INFERIOR \VHEATS SOLD BY WHE'.T 
BOARD. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) asked tho 
Secretary for Agriculture-

"1. Is the £49,820 10s. credited to 
inferior wheats of the 1920-21 pool in 
the Auditor-General's report of 30th June, 
1922, still credited to inferior wheats in 
the Wheat Board accounts? 

" 2. Are there any charges against that 
arr.ount not included in the report? 

"3. \V as the cash balance credited to 
inferior wheats used in paying the 9d 
balance due on f.a.q. wheats? 

" 4. Has the Board sold the stocks in 
hand-1920-21 pool-mentioned in the 
report? 

"5. \Vhat was the net amount real­
ised?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE; 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) replied-

" 1 to 5. Inquiries will be made. Re­
garding this and questions of a similar 
nature, I desire to say that, this Govern­
ment having given the wheatgrowers of 
Queensland, by special Act of Parliament. 
the most complete form of control of their 
ow11 industry, through a boar·d elected 
by themselves, the Minister should not 
be asked to interfere with what is 
obviously the business of the Board. If 
the honourable member is a wheatgrower, 
he should make an;: complaint to his •a­
presentative on the Board. If he is not 
a wheatgrower, he should practise what he 
preaches and endeavour to keep the Board 
free from what he calls ' political inter­
ference.' " 

STATE ENTERPRISES-CHARGE FOR AUDIT AND 
LIABILITY TO PAY STAMP DUTY. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba}, in the 
absence of Mr. Elphinstone (Oxley), asked 
the Secretary for Public \Vorks-

" 1. Is any charge made by the Audit 
Do)Jartmont for auditing the accounts of 
the State enterprises under the contwl 
of the Commissioner for Trade? If so, 
what fees have been charged to the 
respective enterprises to date 'I 

" 2. Is stamp duty paid by State enter­
prises such as is charged in the case of 
similar operations carried on by private 
enterprise?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied­

" 1. Yes, as ·determined by the Auditor­
Gm.eral. Annual fees-

.£ 
State butchery 200 
State cannery 60 
State fishery 60 
State hotel 25 
State produce agency 100 
State refreshment-rooms 120 
State stations 100 

" 2. Stamp duty is paid where required 
b.v law." 

PAPER. 
Tho following paper was lai.d on the 

table and ordered to be printed:-

Third Annual Report of the Public Ser­
vice Commissioner, being the report 
for the year ended 30th June, 1923. 

SUPPLY. 
FrxANOIAL STATE:liEXT--1LESc:liPTION OF DEBATE. 

tlir. Kincan, lJriabanc, in the chair.) 

Question stated-

" That there bf' granted to His 
Majesty. for the service of the year 1923-
1924, a sum not exceeding £300 to defray 
the salary of the Aide-camp to His 
Excellency the Governor." 

2\1r. ;vroORE (Aubigny): The appeal for 
sympathy that has been made by the Trea­
surer in the Fin anoia l Statement is worthy 
CJ comment. I !hink that, when he was 
making his second reading speech on the 
Government Loans Redr·mption and Com·er-
ion Bill, he indicat,cd that the credit of 

the State was all that it should be: that 
!he assets were amply sufficient to wnnant 
Hw people who held tht' money to lend the 
State all that was required. Yet in the 
first paragraph of his Financial Statement 
h0 said that he is not lo be enviGd i" his 
position. The reason that he is not to be 
r•nvied is owing to the legislation of the 
Government-to the short-sighted and spite­
ful legislation and the squa-udering of the 
revenue and loan funds. That is why he 
fears going to England, and I want the 
pcople of Queensland to understand that the 
burdens that they have to bear and the 
extra costs imposed upon them flrisc from 
1 be maladministration of the Government 
and from the class of legislation brought in 
by them. I do not want any excuses to be 
offered regarding tho war and the del0ga i ion. 
I want the people thoroughly to understand 
that these drawbacks arise from rnaladminis· 
tration and reckless and "anton extrava­
gance. T,bere is no blinking the fact, and I 
"'ant it to be thoroughly understood. \'V'hon 
iche Treasurer was bringing in his Govern­
ment Loans Redemption and Conversion Bill 
he made a long apologv for the repudiation 
Act that had been pa,'sed, endeavoming to 
prove that expediency should be comidered 
instead of right. I woe<ld not mention this 
but for the fact that my silence might be 
cc;nslrued as approval, and it might. indicate 
that there were extenuating circumstances. 

Mr. COLLTKS: What Bill do you refer to? 

Mr. MOORE: 'The" Repudiation" Act and 
f• bo the Brisbane' Tramway Purchase A cL 

Mr. COLLINS (JJowen) : I rise to a point 
of order. I have been in this Chamber eight 
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"ears and 1 should like to know whether it 
has passed any legislation knov, n as the 
Repudia-tion Bill? 

The CHAIRMAN: A point of order has been 
raised by the hon. member for Bowen, who 
asks for information. So far as I knm1-and 
the recDrds of the House will bear me out­
no such Act has been passed. V\Fhen hon. 
members are referring to any Act of Parlia­
ment, I think they should describe it by its 
proper name. 

Mr. MOORE: If it pleases the hon. mem­
ber I will call it the Land Act Amendmr>:t 
Act of 1920. Everybody knows wha,t is mf'ant 
w.hen one speaks of the "Repudiation Act" 
and what effect it had. What I want to 
point out is that in 1905, when the original 
Act was passed, there was no doL1bt that a 
definite agreement was made. and that that 
agreement was embodied in the 1910 Act and 
a schedule was attached to that Act show­
ing all the holdings that came under that 
pl'ovision. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : There has been 
.a gcncl'al election since then. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: That is a shocking 
adrnission. 

Mr. l\100RE: All the elections in the 
world do not make a wrong right. 

The :::)ECRETARY FOR MIKES : The people 
endorsed our action. 

Mr. l\IOOR~: I want the people of this 
State to recogmse that the effect of that legis­
la.twn has already been felt Ill Queensland. 
1\ o ha,-e already felt its effect in the onerous 
<"Onditions imposed by the American people 
when they lent us money, and we have 
already felt its effect in the extra Tate of 
mterest we have ha-d to pay. I want the 
people .1 o undei;staud that the bm,den place-d 
on . then- shoulacrs has ~een caused by the 
legislat:on passed by this Government and 
not J:>y . any delegation or any o~tside 
{)rganisatlon. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS : Did 
not your party agree to return the increase-d 
•·onts when tlwy got into office? 

Mr. :VIOORE: \V" did not; and the hon. 
gentleman knows qmte well that we -did not. 
He can find that out by looking up " Han­
sard." 

_ Mr. POLLOCK : Every n0wspaper said that 
It was your miserable policv that led to your 
defeat. • 

Mr. :VIOORE : If the hon. member wants 
to_ ascer1 ai~ what is the definite policy of 
~~IS party ,;n that regard, let him look up 

Hansard. He does not want to take it 
from th? newspaper·.. If a wrong was com­
mitted m ~905, another wrong in 1920 does 
not n;ake It nght .. The unenviable position 
the _'lreasurer. IS m to-day is of his own 
malnng, and It is ~o good looking for sym­
pathy_ outside. I qmte recognise that Queens­
land IS m an awkward position, but I realise 
that the Government are to blame for that 
and the people outside should know it. Th~ 
Government should not expect the Opposition 
t? condone every act of the Government 
Simply because the,Y happen to be in a tight 
corner. We realise_ that money must be 
secured; but we realise that the Government 
are to blame for the present position and 
let t~em shoulder the blame and not 'come 
to this Chamber and ask for sympathy. We 
k_new ver:y well what they were doing at the 
time. We warned them aoout their legisla­
tion an-d their reckless extravagance, and now 

that a difficult time has come, what is the 
goo-d of saying it is due to outside causes? 
It is all very fine for the 'l'reasurer to make 
this apology when he made his Financial 
Statement. We know very well you can 
bring yourself to believe anything. I have 
a quotation from George Bernard Shaw, 
which says-

" There is no harder scientific fact in 
the world than the fact that belief can 
be produced in practically unlimited 
quantity and int2nsity, without observa-
1 ion or reasoning. and even in defiance 
of both, by the •,imple desire to believe 
found.::d on a strong interest in believ­
jng." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS : If you 
go on quoting George Bernar-d Shaw, you 
will learn a good lot. 

l\1r. MOORE: I wish I could say the same 
of the hon. gentleman. For the last eight 
years we have been endeavouring to teach 
him and his cc•lleagues what is the right 
thing to do for Queensland, but unfortunately 
they haYe been too ignorant to learn, or too 
obstinate to accep1 our advice. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You were 
taught something at the last election you will 
not forget very quickly. 

Mr. i\100RE : There will be another elec­
tion in three years. I want to get on to this 
question of the extravagance of the Govern­
ment, and wi.<h to show that the reckless 
extravagance that has been going on is one Gf 
the reasons why the credit of Queensland, 
unfortunately, is bad. . 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: Your 
party are always asking for increase-d expendi­
ture. 

Mr. l\IOORE: In 1914-15 the public debt 
was £56.869.G-f6. and in 1922-23 it had 
increased to £87,315,513-an increase of 
£30,446,467. 

l\Ir. PAYNE: Had not the war something to 
do with that? 

l\Ir. MOORE : The war had absolutely 
nothing to do ,,vith it. For this increase of 
80 per cent, the receipts have decreased by 
13 per cent., and the charge on the reYenue 
has increased from 3.72 per cent. in 1915 to 
16.92 per cent. to-day. From the £56,869,046 
of loan money spent on reproductive works 
up till 1914, the State received £1,707,729, 
and for the £87.315,513 of loan money spent 
up to date, we haYe only received £1,458.317, 
or a decrease of £249,412. That means that 
with an expenditure of £30,000,000 of loan 
money we have received £249,412 less, so 
that the incroa,ed expenditure of loan funds 
ha" been absolutely unproductive. A private 
individual showing such a loss would have 
ha.rd work to convince his banker that he 
was a fit person to borrow more money. I 
think everybody will recognise that, when 
\Ve are spendin~ n1one:,· on reproductive 
works, we expect to get some return from 
them, and when you remember that 
£30,000,000 of borrowed money have been 
spent in the last eight years from which 
there is absolutely no return, that is what I 
call wanton expenditure. I will show what 
the Treasurer himself thought of expenditure 
of that sort in 1913, when he was pointing 
out the absolute absurdity of continuing to 
borrow money without getting sufficient 
results from it. He then saicl, as reported 
in " Hansard " for 1913, page 1238-

" Western Australia is the onlv other 
State in the Commonwealth that 'is in a 

Mr. Moore.] 
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worse position than Queensland from that 
point of vievi.T, and stil~, in \Ve\torn A~s­
tralia, they nrn makmg excellent ~;re­
vision for the redcrnptwn and du<J retire­
ment of thc·ir loans l:.y the establishment 
of a Sinking Fund, which has not been 
done in (~ueensl:md. So that Queensland 
is actually in a 11orsc position than any 
othN State of the Commonwealth, rela­
tively, in regar<;! to loan. indebtedness. 
\Ve have a Sinkmg Fund m Queensla.nd 
--that taclccd on to th'' 1910 Act, with 
provision for the paymeilt into it of 10s 
per cent. fJer annurn. l _do no_t know 
whether the Gover11menl, m theu loan~ 
which thev have floated since then, hav" 
ca,rriPd otlt their obligations in regard 
to that matter." 

He goes on to say-
" I sav that it is not effective, because 

it is on!;• 10s. per cent. l think it should 
bo 20s. 'per cent. I think that 'Western 
Australia has set the c•xample to other 
borro;~·incr States in the matter of the 
prm·ision~ they are _ making for tho 
redemption and retirement of loans. 
The ~inking fund in that State varies 
from 1 to 3 per cent. per annum. That 
seen1s an enorrnously high amount." 

Hn was advocating then something which he 
failed to carry out when he got into power. 
vVhat he did when he got into power was 
to wipe out the Sinking Fund. Then he goes 
on-

" '!'here is no doubt that the interest 
burden in connection with the expendi­
ture of loan moncv is borne to a large 
extent b;, the prnnar:. producers and 
to an enormous extent by the workerc of 
the State who do not enjoy the benefit 
of the ex},enditurc of loan morw0 in the 
same proportion as specula tors and mves­
tors. Farrnon:;, prirnary producers, and 
wage-earners generally <:Lro not th_o 
people who benefit mo.ot by the cxpendi­
tur<> of loan motlC',Y. A groat number of 
wage-earners do certainl.r get tornporary 
emplovment. from the expenditure of loan 
monev and to that extent they benefit, 
but ]{ is only a small benefit they 
receive." 

Those are the remarks of the Treasurer at 
that time. Ho is in a position to-day to 
carry out the precepts th~t he advocated 
on that, oeca::;1on, but ·we hnd the greatest 
expcnditllre that has ever taken place in the 
historv of Queensland. both loan money and 
revenue, but we do not find (he prosperity 
that we were led to belim·c would be brought 
about. You, 1'1r. Kil'wan, quoted the 
imn1cnsc nun1bcr of visitor~ at the Exhibi­
tion as a proof of our pro,perity, but the 
Trea,urer himself recognises that it is only 
a tempora.r:· l'ro'pcritv, which is caused by 
the exrwnditure o~· huge sums of loan money, 
and wh<:n thP enon.._lons amount of borrow­
ing has to be . stoppr'd. it . is generally 
foil m, ed by a pcnod of depressiOn. 

Mr. KELSO: IV e arc to spend £5,000,000 
of loan money this year. 

Mr. MOORl•:: That expenditure cannot go 
on. and the tirnc comes, on tho morning 
after the night bofor0, when everything is 
not so ploa8,l.nt. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: They are knocking 
off railway n1en now. 

Mr. PEASE: Thev do not keep them on 
after th0ir job is finished. 

[.lt r. JlJ nor e. 

Mr. MOO RE: I '"ant to point out the 
pcrccllta,gc itP111i3 of State rev(~nue to sho\v 
the posltioll 4.lucensland is in with regard 
to iaxntlon rPceipts, as compared with tho 
other Statl's. Jn :\ev, South Wales taxation 
npr, sent< 21.71 per cent of the total revenue, 
in \1]ctoria it rt'TH'C'K'nts 20.19 pl'r cent.. in 
Queenolnnd, 29.22 per Ci)lit., in South Aus­
tralia, 22.68 per cent., and in Western Aus­
tralia-which is a large undeveloped State, 
and practically in the same position as 
regards development as Queensland-it. 
represents 14.07 per cent. The return from 
rnoney invc,,ted in public works and services, 
as compared with the interest on the cost of 
~uch 'vorks and services in the various States, 
represents in New South Wale,\ 62.35 per 
cent., in VictDria 56.90 per cent .. , in Queens­
land only 43.72 per cent., in South Australia 
58.36 per cent., and in Western Australia 
55.36 per cent. \Ve are the worst-off State 
ns rPgards taxation, and .also the worst-off 
State as regards production, in regard to 
our services on '"hi eh loan money has been 
spent. 

Mr. PEASE: And we have the worst 
Opposition. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. :MOORE: vVe also have the worst Go­
vernm<'nt-I clo not know that that is any­
thing to bP proud of. We certainly have 
that one black -.pot in an otherwise white 
Australia. I trust that after the next elec­
tion that will be remedied. Government 
taxntion is bccorning such a srrious burden 
(and we arC' getting also other taxes) that I 
would like to dravv- att<mtion to the position. 
\Ye have a ~-fain Hoads Act on tho sa1ne 
principle as the Victorian nH'flSUr<~~ and I 
\Ynn]d lj}H~ to point out 'vh:1t has happened 
in Victoria '\Yith rer:;ard to tax:1tion for main 
road:" b~(·a.nse thn sntne thing is gradually 
crpeping on us in QuePn:-land. For that 
purposl' I shall read the following newspaper· 
extract:~ 

"Rl;RAL TAxATIO:-r BuRDEN. 

" Councillor J ones reviewed the finan­
cial position of the Warragul Shire, and 
said that through the Country Roads 
BDftrd the council had 0xpended 
£120,000 on roads. Lp to the present 
the shire had ju,t been able to meet 
iJJtercst and other chargt-s by striking 
a rat.n of 2s. 4d. on a high valuation. 
13ut the ncwlv- made roado were now 
begirlning to \~Tc2r, anll the maintenance· 
charg-r-3 and loan intt:rrst practically 
absoi:b0d the whole of the rate. The 
shire overdraft now was £3.846, and the 
coullcil would have to increa;.o tho rate 
to 2s. 9d. next year. In his opinion the 
council vv-onld soon rpach a rate of 3s. 
6d., which would be a crushing burden 
for the farmer. as 3s. 6d. in the £1 
annnal valuation represcn!'d the loss 
of 1 acre in cverv 6. Such Jiscourage­
ment to the pro~lucer would be disas­
trous. He did not wish to be pessimistic, 
but thPro "\vas no sense in the ratepayers 
or the Govcrnn1ont living in a fool's 
paradise. In six years the shire valua­
tions had been increased 50 per cent. 
Notwithstanding- the record revenue thie. 
year the shire had gone £2,000 behind ; 
and if the present high valuations fell 
again, where was the council to get the 
necessary revenue?" 

'V c in Queensland are getting into the same· 
position-not immediately, but gradually .. 



Supply. [30 AuousT.] Supply. 7:25 

\Ye ha,·o the same double taxation-the shire 
cDuncil rates and the Main RDads Board 
rates. iu addition w the ordinarv taxes-or 
the extraordinary taxes-which a;e levied by 
the Government. 

The SEcRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vould 
you repeal the Main Roads Act? 

JI.Ir. MOORE: No. I would amend it so 
.as to make the burden on the producers 
a little light('I', bt>cause we are bnjldi11g roads 
which are cooling them too much. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTURE: On 
wlwm \vould you put the burden? 

Mr. l\IOORE: I would ~tltcr the law so 
that- the enormous expenditure on roads 
which arc far beyond the rweds of the dis: 
trict lhc_y go throng h. would not be incurred. 
\Ye can build roads to-dav which would carrv 
all the traffic of the ·population in the 
<:ountry districts for much less money. 

The i3ECHE1'ARY FOH AGlliCTCLTcRE: YDur 
party have no vision; you cannot look 
ahead. 

Mr. MOO RE: Having vision is all right 
if the [ll'Op!c in the country can bear the 
load until such time as the extra population 
<:onH'' along. But that is going to be a 
struggle. At the present timo we are spend­
ing mon"; on roads which arc too good for 
the districts through which thev pass be· 
cause the districts arc too spar"sely s~ttled 
to carrY tho burden. 

Mr. IV. CoOPER: The roads are too good 
for the people. 

Mr. MOORE: They are too costly for 
them to pay for. You could build an 
econDmical road which would carry all the 
traffic in the district for half the expense. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRIC1CLTl'RE: 'What 
did your crowd-the local authorities-do to 
make decent roads ·1 

Mr. ~,JOORE : The local authorities did 
not get the subsidy the Government are 
giving the Main RDads Board but what I 
am complaining of is that th~ expense of 
tho,e roads is -o great. I think the hon. 
gentleman must recognise that. He will soon 
find it out in his electorate. He thought 
that the Railways Guarantee Act was all 
right, but, when he found that the people 
had to carry too heavy a burden, ho took 
part in repealing it. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The Main Roads Board 
will allow the local authorities to build their 
·0\'\'11 roads. 

:\fr. }100RE: Under their specifications 
and ..:upervision. 

Mr. GLEDSON: 1'\o; under the specifica· 
tions of the local authorities. 

Mr. MOORE: I think that the hon. mem­
ber does not quite re,Jise the position. If 
he had sDmething t<:J do with them, he would 
know more about it. 

:'VIr. GLEDSON: I have had as much to do 
with them aq anybody else. 

Mr. MOORE: Perhaps! 

Mr. GLEDSON: I know I have. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member for Bowen 
said that, when private enterprise had 
failed, it was the duty of the State to step 

m. Ho made tho remark in justification for 
the Sta t0 cntc rprisos. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGlliCULTURE: Do you 
not agree with that 9 

Mr. MOORE: I have yet to sec that the 
State stepped in whore private enterprise 
failed. Tho Government stopped in in the 
very things in which they thought there was 
prollt, nDt \\~here they thought the private 
individual had faikd. Thoy stPppDd in in 
butcher shops ; they slc'pped in in Sta to 
st'!tions; they stPpped in in sawmills; they 
stepped in in coal rninc:-; and we had the 
hon. mclllbor for Lcichhardt t0lling us the 
other night that men who were employed 
at the private coal mines had t.o !Pave their 
homes and look for wDrk in the State cDal 
mines which had come into competition with 
tlwm. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: What 
about State insurance? 

:Mr. MOORE: The ono little ewe lamb of 
·the Government-(la llf': htor)-Sta to insur­
ance, a 111onopoly ! I think ,~.f' ought to have 
got past thP timp whPn that has to be 
trottPd out on UYCl',V po::.::siblo occ.'\SiDn to 
justifv the Sta!o in entering upon the realm 
of pt1vate lmsini'SS. V\'hat I want to point 
out is that the State has enton'd into ent<'r· 
pri"'S !hat wDuld have been lwtter if they 
had been loft to private individuals. They 
ha nl not been a success, they have not been 
instrurncntal in reducing pric8s, and they 
ha vc not dc·velopecl Queensland ono iota, 
but have only been a burden on the people. 

Mr. GLED~O~: Tell us what enterprises 
the Government have embarked upon? 

Mr. :MOORE: I will at once take the 
State sawmills. Tho \Vorkers' Dwellings 
Board called for tenders for the erection of 
workers' .dwC"l!ing,, the tcndcrcr to stipulate 
a price if the timber is obtained from the 
State sav. mill, and a price if thE' timber 
is obtained from a private sawmill. I find 
that iu connection with Job 11.177 the ten­
der \\as £805 if the timber came from a 
rrivate mill, and £815 if it came from the 
State mill. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .WORKS: Where 
do you g·et that information? 

:Yir. MOO RE: From the tenders down in 
the department. I hase also obtained the 
figures in connection wit.h the following 
tenders:-

Private :Mill. 
£ 

410 
529 
400 
799 
530 

State Mill. 
£ 
418 
544 
412 
815 
545 

Il the Shtc sawmills have been a benefit 
to the people, how is it that, when people 
tender for workers' dwellings, they stipulate 
a hig-hPr price if the timber has to be 
obtained from the State sawmill? 

Jl.1r. PEASE: You should go up to North 
Queensland and Sf"' the b1mefit State enter­
prises h·a ve been to the people thoro. 

Mr. MOORE: Wh:v should I go to North 
Queensland, when the evidence is at our 
,·erv door • When we point out the !os~ on 
Sta.te enterprises in oml place, we arc told 
to go somewhere else. 1'\obody can say that 

Mr. Moore.] 



726 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

the State butcher shops have been a success. 
It is all verv well to daim that t.hev have 
saved the rwople a certain amount of mane". 
The private shops in Toowoomba were able 
to undersell the State shop all the time. 
Before the State shop came there their 
prices were below the State butcher shop 
prices, and they continued below the State 
shop prices after the estab]ic.hment of that 
shop. 

Hon. F. 'r. BREXNAN: How many of the 
private shopo sold at the proclaime·d price? 

Mr. MOO RE: I do not know. 
ll.lr. PAYNE interjected. 

::'.ir. MOORE: The hon. member would 
go to Cairus or somevvhere else that wo 
kcow nothing about in order to get informa­
tion to prov~ that t'lle State enterprises vvore 
a success. (Opposition laughtPr.) The hon. 
n;emh('r for Ilcrlwrt, in speaking about the 
Inkerman irrigation scheme, said that 1t 
.,-as results that counted. and not the costs. 
'.Vhat ore tho results'! ·when the Treasurer 
was at Hcme Hill he intimated that the 
Government "·ould have to wril.o off a con­
siderable atJ"ount of e·:pcnditurc because the 
l•urdcn was too heavv for the farmers to bear. 
You always find th'at when Jhe State goc' 
in for heavy expenditure. TlH~ Government 
do not caro about what are the result- from 
the money expended. but only whether it is 
goin<I to rJL'.l'C'hase support for the rneinbcr 
who ha pp ens to r<'prPsent the di,trict The 
n1oney was \YDBtefully exprndcd, :-~nd ~von 
ha,-c onlv to look at the Anditor-General's 
repDrt tov grt conlirmation of that :;:taf.C'Jncnt. 
You will then' sec the ridiculous estimate 
of the cost of the I nkerman works and the 
actual cost of those 1Yorks. \Vhcn the Trea­
surer went through that district at election 
time, he saw that the result i were such that 
there would have to be a rcya]uation with a 
view to wiping off a larg·c portion of the 
cxpencliture. hecau<·C the burdPn was too 
heavv for the farmers to bear. That is wl.at 
I ea fi result· Talking about getting a large 
amount of ~ugar-ranc 1night b{' very fine 
from the point of \'iew o; the farmer, but 
the f:ieneral taxpayer has to shoulder the 
burden of that expenditure. 

[4 p.m.] 
Mr. CoLLINS: What about the assistance 

given to the _wheat farmcre~ on the Downs? 

Mr. MOORE: They got most of it back 
t.hrough the ·wheat PooL I am now going 
back a little further, because the hon. mem­
ber for Bowen, when he came into thie 
House, had ideals exactly the same as he 
has to-day. In "Hansard," of 1911, at 
page 815, the hon. m ern her is reported to 
have said-

" I want the men to be free men and 
not slaves, and the onlv wa'-' to do that 
is to give them free '!and; and, after 
giving them free land. to make them 
advances to assist them." 

Mr. COLLINS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MOORE : And yet the hon. member 
is sitting behind a Government to-day which 
will not give them land at all except under 
perpetual lease. That is not giving th8m 
land at all. He is sitting behind a Govern­
ment who are endeavouring to make these 
people slaves. I want to quote a little more 
to emphasise the point I am getting at. The 

[Mr. Moore. 

hon. member for Rosewood, in the course of 
his speech the other night, said that the dairy 
farmers were disorganised. He sa.i.d that he 
would prove it, and that many of the farmers 
in the district where the Booval butter fac­
tory is situated send th<•ir cream past that 
factory to the factory at Kingston, but under 
proper organisation that would not occu!'. 
That means that the unfortunate farmer 13· 
to be compelled to send his produce to tha 
factory situated in his district irrespective 
of price, management, or any other reason. 
simply because there happens to be a factory 
in the district where he is organised. W c 
have the same principle creeping in with the 
farmers that exists wherever the Government 
have legislated, because it is developing into 
the socialisation of industry and because the 
Governnwnt have chosen to put that part of 
their platform into effect. 

Mr. COLLINS: No wonder voluntary pool;; 
arc not the success they· should be when w<:; 

have men of your sort . 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member is not 
in a voluntar_y pool of any kind, otherw~n 
he would know more about it. The ch1ef 
charm inseparable from the hard>hip of the; 
man on the land is that he is allowed to be 
a free iudivitlual. l-ie is not to be tvrannis~:•d 
ovet' or dictated to as to where he Is to send 
his produce and how long he is to work. He 
i only limited by his ambition and his own 
dfo: t If his sf'lf-reliance and initiative are 
to be taken av;,Tay and >Tou are gDing to corn­
pc] him to send the result of his l>tbour to 
some place other than where he wants to 
-e!l it, and he is to be subjected to the whims 
of idealists, he is not going to be free. He 
i a sla.-e-exactly th<' position the hon. 
member for Bowen spoke of when he came 
into this House. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You say 
you believe in co-operation? 

Mr. MOORE: I believe in co-operation to 
allow the individual to get the best out of 
his produce: but, when you bring it down 
to compulsion, it is not co-operation. 

J\1r. Cor,LINS: Are you a conscriptionist? 

Mr. MOORE: I am a conscriptionist so 
far as the defence of the country i•. coiJ­
cerned: but that is a very different thing 'o 
compelling a man to ·distribute the results 
of his own labour in a way other than what 
he considers best. 

J'\Ir. PEASE: What arc the people trying to 
do with the Kingston butter facton ? Whore 
is the Kingston butter factory under your 
scheme? 

Mr. MOO RE: Where they ought to be­
free and independent. 

Mr. PEASE: But what 1s the price of 
butter? 

Mr. MO ORE: If the Kingston butter 
factory were in with the pool, would the 
price of butter be any better than it is to­
dav? 

Mr. PEASE: Of course it would. 

Mr. MOO RE: The hon. member does not 
know anything about it. He wants to im­
pose conditions on men that he would not 
work under himself. I am speaking on be­
half of the individual who wants to control 
his own produce in his own way. He has 
every right to do so. I will just read a 
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quotation taken from a newspaper of 21st 
August-

"MEAT PooL. 
" COMPULSORY SCHEME. 
" Pastoralists Anxious. 

" Brisbane, 21st August. 
"Considerable interest was aroused in 

pastoral circles by the publication in the 
Press yesterday of the intention of the 
Council of Agriculture to proceed with 
the compulsory meat pool. The cattle­
men were of opinion that the result of the 
combined conf0rence held in Exhibition 
week, when it was decided to object b 
the proposed compulsion, would have 
resulted in the scheme being abandoned. 

" Surprise was expressed yesterday 
when the announcement was made that 
the Council of Agriculture had decided 
to refer the scheme back to the sub­
committee for further con··ideration. It is 
under-toad that this is not for the purpose 
of withdrawing it. but with the intention 
of overcoming the constitui ion a! diffi­
culties. The committee is to meet on 
6th September. and from consideration 
already given to the points raised, it is 
believed by thme promoting the com­
pulsory scheme that the obstacles can be 
surmounted.'' 

A large section of the cattlemen interested in 
the question convened a meeting for the pur­
pose of discussing this scheme, and they 
practically unanimously turned it down 
because they did not consider it suitable for 
their interests. :'\ow we find that the Council 
of Agriculture are not doing what the people 
interested decided upon. 1'hPy practically 
said, " We are going to compel them to have 
this compulsory pool." 

The SECRETARl FOR AGRICULTURE: You need 
not worry about that. If they don't want a 
pool, they will not have one. 

Mr. MOO RE: If you have a meeting of 
the people interested in the industrv, and if 
the combined conference turns down· the pro­
posal, why do the Council of Agriculture say, 
"\Ve think you ought to have this scheme, 
and we are going to compel you to have it?" 
Under the Primary Producers' Association 
scheme practically every local producers' 
association objected to the appointment CJf 
district agents, as they thought it would be 
a waste of money. Were thosP associations 
listened to? They sent their protests down 
by the sheaf. The only reply they got was 
a special leading article in the Primary 
Producers' Associat.ion paper saying they 
must have them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Would 
you abolish the Council of Agriculture? 

Mr. MOORE: I think too little of such an 
interjection to take any notice of it; the 
people know. me too well to take any notice 
of questions of that sort. I am only voicing 
the protests of people who have voiced their 
protests through the Press, and whose pro­
tests were sent down to the Council of Agri­
culture. \Ve are finding billets for quite a 
large number of people under these schemes. 
The fa,·mers have to contribute towards the 
expenses of the organisation, and, if they say 
that this expense is not justified, why does 
not the Council of Agriculture pay attention 
to their opinions? The initiative in all 
matters is supposed to come from the local 
producers' associations, and all they are asked 

to do at the present time is to confirm some­
thing that is J:>eing done by the Council of 
Agriculture. I have attended meetings of 
the Local Producers' Associations, and have 
observed that what they asked for was turned 
down, and what the Council of Agriculture 
has done they are supposed to ratify whether 
they believe in it or not. In 1911 the hon. 
member for Bowen was talking on the cost 
of coal and the cost of distribution, when 
Mr. D. Hunter interjected-

" What does it cost to ·deliver the coai 
to the consumer?" 

Mr. Collins replied-
" I will deal with the consumer pre­

sently. 'I'he consumer pays for all, just 
as the worker pays for all. 

" The Treasurer: I thought it was the 
farmer who paid for aiL 

"Mr. CoLLINS: I am glad of that inter­
jection that the farmer pays for all. 
That is the reason why the farmer has 
to work such long hours, because he has 
to keep all the parasites that live upon 
his labour." 

Are we getting a V\ ay from that principl0? 
Ho has to work longer hours to-day because 
a la>rge s0ction of the people work shorter 
hou", which increases the price of the pro­
ducts the farmer has to purchase, and he has 
to work longer hours to enable him to live. 
He has got to work longer hours through 
having a lot of officials placed over him. If 
the Department of Agriculture had given 
greater encouragement to the expPrts ,,f 
tiJGir own department and expended more 
money on them, we should have had better 
results. Instead of that, not even a reason­
able expenditure has been allowed. Now we 
have a Council of Agriculture paying ideal­
ists or amateurs bigger salaries than the 
department are paying their experts, and I 
think the department have every right to 
object. They look upon it as their duty to 
carry out a large part of the work that the 
Council of Agriculture undertakes, and they 
have to bear a large proportion of the cost, 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL:RE : Dn you 
think the Council should be abolished? 

Mr. MOORE: I thir.k it should give a 
fa,ir deal, and that, when appc,ds arc for­
warded from the Local Producers' ~hsocia-
1 ions, those association.3 shonld have; thPir 
objections listened to; they &hould not have 
a large number of people that they do not 
want foisted upon them. \Vhcn the Act was 
brought in it was definitely stated that the 
initiation of legis!atim: would be with the 
Local Producer,' Associations. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: No, with 
Uw Council of Agriculture, 

Mr. MOORE: From them to the District 
C'ouncils. and thence to the Council of Agri­
culture for approval. To-day that poeition 
i,, reversed, and no notice is taker! of the 
protests of the Local Producers' As 0 •JCiations. 
T happen to be the chairman of a Local Pro­
ducers' Association, and I know the position~ 
I am there to get all the benefit I nn, and 
also to see if we are getting the condition;; 
proposed under the Act; if not, to prdc,t. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTURE: You want 
to override the Council of Agriculture and 
get everyt.hing you ask for. 

Mr. MOORE: No; but I do not think the 
Council of Agriculture should be allowed 
to override everyone else irrespective of 
protests. 

Mr. Mo(lre.] 
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In the Treasurer's Financial Svtt''nwnt 
there is a sort of apolo[!y for the disastrous 
position into which the ra.ilways have gut. 
<Thls is ono of the mosu SL riou~ problcrr1s that 
Queensland has to de>tl with. The mere fact 
of the Treasurer pointiiJg ont that ti10 rHtrs 
have only been raised by 17 per cem. oe 19 
per c~nt. and claiming that they· eon1paro 
bvourablv with the rl'lC' in oth''l' Stoies, 
and that"' the railwe1ys carry the farmers' 
p1·oduce at a lm er rate than nn'' other 
State\ cannot bo talH~n a.s a iusti flc ltion for 
the uufortnnatP po·,itio..:~ in \vhich tLey -;tHJid, 

\YP sta1·tctl off vvith out· farr~s and frci_ ',ts 
cun.-,idcrably hi~hcr than tho·-e of ~uljoi;Ji11g 
States I will quote frum pag., 18!· of "Hitn· 
eard" for 1913. The pre;cnt Se(']' •tar for 
Rail ways \hen pointc>d out I he difficu!ti< 
li.nder which the prinHll'Y pro.duc ,c bad to 
Ja bnm·, and pointed out the difl'cronco between 
the freig-hts of Qtw<'nslancl and New South 
vVales. n~ quoted lhe follm;-ing C0Hij1-ll'<ttive 

rates on things which were nec-.S'ary for the 
Jnrmer to effect irnprovsJncnts: ~ 

lOO Miles. 

Queensland. N.S.v\'. 

s. d. s. rl. 
" Furniture 75 0 44 11 

Oils O<erosene, etc.) 60 0 26 3 
Groceries 75 0 44 11 
Drapery 75 0 44 11 
Iron, loose 55 0 44 11 
Iron, in nses 38 4 36 3 
Wire, fencing 38 4 11 10 

'That was for places 100 miles <li .tan", and 
if w0 take i·he phccs 500 milr" distant ·vo 
find that there is a greater dispar:ty still, 
as will be seen from these figures-

500 Miles. 
Queensland. NS.W. 

s. d. ·'· d. 
Furniture 235 5 115 9 
Oils (kewseno, c·tc.) 139 2 78 4 
Groceries 235 5 11.5 9 
Drapery 235 5 115 9 
Iron, loose 173 0 115 9 
Iron, m cases 120 9 97 4 
Wire, fencing 120 9 34 9" 

'Then he went on to say-

" I quote these lig-ures at leng-ih, be­
cause I wi,h that information lobe dis­
sr,minnt€'d a.rnong·i the sPttler·J and 
primary producer.:~ of Quef'n:-;lfJnt'l, to '2·ive 
them some idea of ihc disparit in tho 
rates exiqting lwt.wfwn ~mv South \Yaks 
and Queensland." 

The SECRETARY !COR AGRTCt:Ln:m: : In "·hat 
year did he mfLke that statement: 

Mr. MOORE : In 1913. The disp;Hity is 
,,ven grPater in 1918. 

The SECRETA'RY FOR AGRTCCLTFRE : The 
Tories \vere then in power. 

Mr. MOORE: The dispnrit.v i;: enn 
greater now when the Labour party is in 
power. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'rCRE: Not 
this year. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member for 
Herbert, in his endeavour to bolster up the 
case for the State Government, picked out 
one solitary example. 

["~Jr. llloorc. 

Mr. PEASr: I did not pick out one example, 
I picked out the rates on agricultural pro­
ducts. 

:\fr. :\100RE: The hon. momb"r picked 
<Jnt the \)nly cxam111P he could 11~1'1---tlrlt was 
truckloads of agriculturaJ pl'oducts. Ill every 
oiher table Queensland is miles ah•cnd of the 
freights in Ne'" South \V ·le~. T.ho fo•lowing 
is a list of lowc't clac:s freights in 19.21 :-

MILES. 

N. S. Wales 
Victoria .. 
Qucen~lnnd .. 
South A nstrnJia 
\i\r. A ustr<Jlia 
Tasmanht 

That showo that the Oucc nslnnd r~l-'s are 
rnorG than double tbo:"'C (of C'VCry other 8t 1te, 
1" ith the cxc:ptiou of South Austra]i,l, for 
distance.;; over 5'10 1ni!· l, nnd •I'~ <Jrv lls. 
higher tr11m that iotatc. \VI,rm the T1·r 'Slll'Cr 
,~,'a;;· pointinQ," out the po~i1ion of tlH,~ Yail\'-'nys 
he put it dow~1 to thll low rhsc c: r:•t·>s at 
\Vhich agncn1tur :1 protlu(Y v,ac.: C')1TIF I. I 
will quote the following t«ble to show what 
a very small proponioa of freight is calTJ"d 
OD 01ir TaihvaYS at this lO\V rate. rr!Je J]st 
~haws t~1c p~~rContago of tonnage carried on 
the railways at the yarious freights-

Queensland­
Minerals 
Firewood 
Grain and flour 
Hay, straw, and chaff 
Wool 
Live stock 
All other commodities 

Per cent. 
32.61 

6.24 
1.0 
5.3 
1.71 

10.92 
41.71 

Clnly 1 per cent. out of all thos'' frri ;;hts 
reprc ,;ents grain and Hour; yet the Trea­
surer states that our bad position is due to 
the amount of <tgricnllural produds cHcied 
for the farmers at low rates. Qu.,cnshml is 
the onl·, State in which the lo>v rate was 
r.r>gligibh as r0~~ard~ farrner.s' products. 
Here arc the figures for Victoria-

l\Tinerals 
Firewood 
Grain and flour 

Per cent. 
19.04 
11.23 
20.11 

Remember, it is only 1 per cent. in Qucens­
h,nd-

Hcty and straw 
Wool 
Li>"O stock 
All other commodities 

Per cent. 
4.84 
0.71 
6.6 

37.47 

South Australia show' an even better result. 
Queens] and is easil v at the bottom of the 
1iet. Nmv South \\"ales is n '"t to Queens­
land, but New South \Vales showcc1 a profit 
last year. These Jig-urn show the absurdity 
of the Treasurer attempting to make out that 
uur railways nro in their present position 
o\v]ng to ..._;arr.:·ing prjma.r_!- producq :JJ low 
rates. \Vhnn we boil it down. wn find that 
the proportion amounts to only 1 per cent. 
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.of tho tonnage carried on t}lC raiL,·ay<;. 
wish to cou1pare our position with vthf'r 
States, as this is a very serious rnattcr-

N.S. ll Victoria.[Queens-~8outh 
1 

West [ Tas-
'\Yales. , I land. Au?- 1 Au~- 1 mania. 

1 tralw. , tralla. i 
----,----,----,----,----,---

Percentage of .Net Re;·enue on Capital Expenditure. 

3·93 I 3·27 I O·Ju I 1·48 I l-G4 I 2·72 
Net Revenue per Average }lile Workeu. 

£1£ £1£ £1 645 4ti3 40 123 84 

X et Revenue per Train ~lile Run. 

£ 
194 

34·06 2\\·66 5· J 6 12·04 l4·5f 21·42 
d. cl. I[ d. I d. d. d. 

In every case Queensland is the worst off. 
All this cannot be dl!e to agricultural produce 
being canicd at a low rate. There is some­
thing else that may have something to do 
with it, and in this connection I would like 
to quote from the " Courier " of 19th _'\.ugust, 
1922-

" At the last staff board meeting, Mr. 
Sullivan. g<meral pre·ident of the 
F.A. U. L.E., Queensland bmnch, and the 
association' n'presentative on the above 
board, very graciously and quite volun­
tarily informccl the departmental heads 
in words imp]?ing the following: -(1) 
That the cleaners of to-day were abso­
lutely uncor1trollable; (2) that they would 
not u tend to their work; (3) that they 
regarch•d the job as a joke; (4) that they 
laughed at supervision; (5) and as a 
parting· shot for the edification of the 
heads, concluded by remftrking that was 
it any wonder that the engines in this 
depot wore in such a filthy condition, 
and the invidious position the organisa­
tions w0re in upon being asked (in the 
event of a cleaner being dealt with by 
the department) to fight his case for 
exoneration.'' 

\Vhen you got the president of a union mak­
ing slat emcnts like that, it shows that there 
are other conditions which militate against 
the success of our railways. We had the 
hon. member for Bromer pointing out yester­
day some of the reasons why our railways 
do not pay. He took occasion to refer to 
what is taking place there in the Ipswich 
railwa0 workshops. I suppose that hon. mem­
ber is unbia~se·d, and he would not make 
those statements unl0·s he had good ground 
for making them. That is another instance 
where the railways are not being managed 
in the way they should have been managed. 

Mr. COLLINS: Does the fault not lie with 
the heads of the departments? 

J\fr. MOORE: The heads of the depart­
ments have verv onerous duties to fulfil. I 
-do not agree with the hon. member for Mary­
borough, who said he believed in political 
interference in every branch of the public 
service. Political interference has had a lot 
to do with the unsatisfactory position in the 
Railway Department. If you put men in 
authority and do not give them power to 
enforce that authoritv, you cannot expect 
datisfactory administration. 

Mr. COLLIKS: Always blame the working 
man-never the man on top. 

Mr. MOORE : The Secretary for Railways 
stated that it ·did not very much matter 
whether the railways paid or not-that the 

ma!n object to be achieved was the settle­
ment of Queensland. 'fhe system of land 
settlement adopted by the Government has 
not been a success, because in the last ten 
years there has been a decrease of 3.38 per 
cont. of the people in the country districts. 
For the six years ending in 1921 there were 
10.951 people settled on the land as against 
10.352 settled on the land six years previously. 
So that, from a land settlement point of 
view as well as from a railway point of 
view, the policy of the Gm-ernment has not 
been succe:.,ful. The other night the hon. 
member for Hcrbert said that ono of the 
causes for the loss on the railwav, was that 
trains had to run three times "a week to 
carr:, dairy produce when ono train would 
do the work. I c·annot. see why the depart­
ment cannot follow the example sot by New 
South \Vales and reduce their costs, and so 
eliminate a large amount of the Ios .. which 
is incurred to-dav. I have here an article 
from the " Sydnc~v J\Iorning Herald," \vhich 
i· headed '• Problem of Non-paying Lines 
for Back Country in J\"ew South \Vales." 
The New South \Vales Government arc 
endeavouring to meet the difficulty in this 
regard. This article says-

" The high cost of running trains on 
back country lines has long pcrple'Ced 
the Rail"av Commissioners in this and 
other States, and it has led to exhaustive 
inve-~tigations \Yith a vie\v to ascertain­
ing ihe bo-,r m('an-~ of making 'c-uch lines 
pay. The problem has been met in 
America by the introduction of the rail 
motor. In New South Wales a type of 
that locomotive, consisting of a forty 
horse-power lorry motor attached to a 
coach, converted for 1 he purpose, \vas 
introduc •d some time ago experimentally 
on the Grafton-Lismore line. It has 
proved singularly successful. For the 
past eighteen months the motor has been 
running 170 miles on each trip, with 
results both economical and otherwise 
satisfactory. In addition to carrying 
thirty-three passengers, ft has dr.awn a 
small trailer for the carnage of m1lk. It 
has also earned for the line the disti no­
tion of being probably the only paying 
country line in the service. The motor 
ran 16.346 miles, and carried 7,157 pac.­
seng;crs in one year, and the earnings of 
the coach and its trailer amounted to 
£2,377. The working expenses were £922, 
or 38.79 per cent. of the earnings. The 
cost of running was ls. 2~d. per engine 
mile, as compared with 9s. 3d. per engine 
mile wit!', the ordinary locomotive. In 
addition, the train is able to run at a, 
great speed on the light lines, reaching 
a maximum of 35 miles per hour, at 
which heavv locomotives could not with 
safety travei. and maintaining an average 
(including stops) of 19.08 miles per hour." 

The article goes on to point out that the first 
motor put on in New South Wales was not 
aliogcthcr successful, and they had to develop 
a class of motor smtable for the traffic. They 
have developed one, and they have introduced 
a succes,;ful method of conveying the traffic 
on countrv lines where the traffic is not 
heavy. When thev have reduced the cost 
from 9s. 3d. per engine mile to ls. 3d. per 
engine mile by using a rail motor, it sho,ys 
that something similar could be done m 
Queensland. 

Mr. PEASE: Did not Commissioner Evans 
try that system and find it a failure? 

Mr. Jfioore.] 
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Mr. MOORE : He probably found it to be 
a failure for exactly the same reason that it 
was found to be a failure in New South 
Wales at the start-because a wrong type of 
motor was used--one that was incapable of 
drawing sufficient loading to make a profit. 

Mr. PEASE: Why did he not get another 
type? 

Mr. lVIOORE: That is the point-Queens­
laud only tried the system, and when it was 
found to be a failure, inslcad of endeavour­
ing to ascertain if thoro were any means of 
making it a success, they dropped It. In 
New S'outh \Vales, apparently, they have 
taken up a different attitude. They made 
experiments to see if they could evolve an 
efficient type, and they have succee·dcd. In 
Victoria thev have a largo number of motor 
trucks carrying country produce on """'on.1e of 
the railways. and they have turned ra1lway 
lines from being non-productive into prcduc­
tive ab·ets. 'l'hat lwing so, the Railway 
Departnwnt in Queensland should give some 
consideration to the question. 

Mr PEASE: Before you finish with rail­
wa0 "· deal with the railway passenger fares. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member has put 
in the pas ~enger fares. 

::Y1r. PEASE : They are quite correct. 

Mr. MOORE: They arc probably correct. 
but in the fr<>ig-ht$ the hon. mPmber took 
the lowc't table that it was possible to find, 
and the onlv table in which Quccn,land com­
parpd favotirably with the other States, and 
he put It into " Hansard." 

The TrPa'lll'er apolog-ised for the position 
of the railways, and said that it wa- owing 
to the ]ow cost at 'vhich primary produce is 
being carrie-d on the railwavs for the benefit 
of the farmer, and, as 1' !{ave pointed out, 
onlv 1 per cent. of the total tonnage is 
cari·ied at a less ral e than in othe,· Statl'··· 

Mr. PEASE: That is not so. 

Mr. MOORE: It is no !'(Ood the hon. mem­
ber saying it is not so. It is so. The hon. 
member can er.sily prove it. 

Mr. PEASE: You quoted grain and flour. 
\Ve do not produce grain and flour to any 
extent in Queensland. 

Mr. MOORE: That is the only produce 
that is carried at the lower rate. The hon. 
member is endeavouring to mislead the House 
by putting into '' Hansard " a table which 
states that the Queensland freights arc lower. 

Mr. PEASE: I did not mislead the House. 

Mr. MOORE: In every other case the rate 
is higher than it is in the other States, and 
it is no use the Treasurer saying that the 
position of the Railway Department has been 
brought about owing io concessions given to 
the farmers. 

Mr. PEASE: What about Mount Morgan? 

Mr. MOORE: We are giving concessions 
all round, and the railways have to bear the 
burden. We are extending our railway 
system, although the present position i's far 
from satisfactory. You can summarise the 
whole position by saying we are expanding 
our railway system in a<lvance of population. 
and we are making the position worse instead 
of better. It is a well-ascertained fact that 
the traffic on railways increases by the square 
of the population That is, if you double the 
population you increase the traffic on the 
railways four times. Is it a wise thing to 

[Mr. Moorc. 

go in for an expansion of our railway system 
when we are having such huge losses? 

Mr. PEASE: Members on your side are ask­
ing for new railways all the time. 

Mr. MOORE : If we only increase the 
population along exis: ing lines in order to 
make them pay, it would be much better than 
extending the present system. 

Mr. COLLIKS: Suggest how you would 
increase the population along existing lines. 

Mr. MOORE: I would not open up further 
land until the land available along existing 
lines is settled. There is plenty of land 
available. and if the conditions were improved 
and the people encouraged to take up the 
land, it would be settled. People will not go 
in for perpetual leases when they can get 
freehold somewhere el"'· and people are not 
going to come to this Stale to take up land 
if they are going to be dictated to as to 
where thoy shall sell thoir produce and to 
whom they shall sell it. 

The farmer is an individualist, and he is 
going t-D l1andle his vwn producP in the way 
he wantc; to handle it. Ho does not care 
1\Thr>thPr he makC''i a mi~takc or not; he 
wunts to handle his own stuff and have the 

,., .... uJts of his o>~ n la hour in his 
[~.30 p. m.] own hands: he does not want 

anvone tD dicta tc to him. If the 
Government .. ~e going to dictate to the far­
mers os to whore they are to sell their stuff. 
we• shall not be able to open up new lane! 
or increase ;;:.Pttl~'rnent along exi::<iing railway 
li11e'. I am ,,-ith the hon. member for Bowen 
-~, hPn he 'bt~ YS that ht~ want~ tD ::;:,0-e men 
frP0 and nOi: slaves. VVe have tyranny, 
unfortunatt•ly. in the cities at the present 
time. vvher•' an individu"l is not allovved by 
lC>gi~lation io ex 'rcisc his own ahilitiPs. lJut 
h~~ to confonn to a law b.v which he is 
not pcrmil tPd to advance. lie has to kPep 
in one groove bPr<Jusc ho cannot \vork out­
side the hour" fixed by the Arbitration Court. 

Mr. PEASE: vVhat are you referring to? 

Mr. MOORE: The Industrial Arbitration 
Act. under which an indiv-idual is not 
allowed to exercise his own ambition. 

~Mr. PEASE : Did vou read the " Producers' 
Review" on that-? It has a very fine 
editoriaL 

Mr. ::VIOORE: I have plenty of papers to 
read \vithout reading paporG of the rlaRs 
of the " Producers' Rcvie\'' " fron1 ·which 
I can get information of value. I do not 
1 cad a paper to make political capital out 
of it, but a paper which will be of use to 
1nc either in Parl iamcnt or in rny busines::, 
ac' a farmer. I do not want to read paper& 
which can be used for party purposes The 
hon. member for Ilerhert is not a farmer. 
What does he read the "Producers' Review" 
for? Merely to find out whether he can 
get something to u··e aga~net this _si·de of the 
House-not to get any wformatwn. 

Mr. P!lASE: I read it because it is the 
official organ of the sugar-growers of Queens­
land. 

Mr. MOORE: The posit.ion we have got 
into is one in which extra hurdPns are going 
to be placed on the people of the State. 
\Ve are expending an enormous amount of 
loan moncv. and expending it against the 
precepts which were uttered by the Treasun'r 
himself when he was in Opposition. He 
then pointed out that, if you are going tO> 
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expend a large amount of loan money with· 
out results, it must end in increased taxation 
and greater burdens on the primary pro· 
ducers. If you are going to continue that 
exp0ndituro and there is no productive result 
from it, it stands to reason that tho burden 
upon the p1·oducers of the State is going to 
be greatly increased. I want the people 
of Queensland to understand that the pre3ent 
position is not because Queensland is a poor 
State. but that it is the result of the reek· 
less administration of the Government who 
are placing these burdens on the shoulders 
of the people. The sooner the people realise 
that it is the administration and the spiteful 
and vindictive h?gislation brought in by the 
Government that are destroying our credit 
and making it difficult to secure adequate 
money to develop the State, they will chuck 
'Jut this Administration neck and crop, and 
we shall have an Administration which will 
allow Q.ueensland to recover and be put on 
the right roa-d to prosperity and progress, 
instead of going deeper and deeper into the 
mire, and having burdens placed on the 
shoulders of the people that thev arc unable 
to bear. 

0PPOSITIOx :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. WRIGHT (JJulim ba) : I desire to con­
gratulate tlw Treasurer on his Financial 
Statement. Personally I cannot claim to be 
a financier, but I chum to 'be possessed of 
ordinary intelligence. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: Hear, 
hear !-that is the main thing! (Opposition 
laughter.) 

Mr. \VRIGHT: One thing notic0able is 
the lack of destructive criticism on the part 
of bon. mc·rr>bcrs opposite in regard to the 
Financial Statement. I listened verv atten­
tively to the speeches of hon. members oppo­
site. I think that during the whole of this 
debate I have only interjeded on four occa­
sions. one of hich was when the hon. mem­
ber for \Vynnum was speaking, as I thought 
he had made an absurd statement. I came 
to the conclusion that the criticism of tho 
lea·dN of the Opposition was Yery mild. but 
he displayed sentiments which hon. members 
opposite under his leadership would clo well 
to emulat<?. I belieYC that the leader of the 
Opposition was quite serious when he 
expressed the wish that the Treasurer would 
havo a surcc">sful mission in London next 
year. 

Mr. KELSO: We all wish that. 
Mr. WRIGHT: I personally think that 

there arc some hon. members opposite who 
would be delighted if the Treasurer failed 
again to obtain money in London next year. 

Mr. G. P. BARxES: A foolish statement that 
-very wicked. 

Mr. WRIGHT: One of the best tests that 
can be applied to Queensland as a State 
is the growth of our trade returns, and it 
can easily be shown that Queensland has 
easily held her own against any of the other 
States of the Commonwealth. I was much 
interested in reading tbe " Daily Mail " this 
morning to find a report of a speech made 
by Mr. R. H. Julius, the retiring president 
of the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce. 
There is one point I wish to ]J1ako here. 
Whilst I noticed in big headings in the 
'' Dailv Mail " something about Queensland 
going "back, yet at the bottom of the repor·t 
it is stated by Mr. Julius that Queensland 
is not going back but that her increase of 
exports over imports is greater than in any 

other State of the Commonwealth. This is 
borne out by Mr. Julius himself. 

Mr. KELSO : Do the Labour party take 
credit for that? 

Mr. WRIGHT: Let me continue my 
speech. This is an extract from the speech 
of Mr. Julius to which I wish to refer-

" IMPORTS £14,000,000 IN EXCESS OF 
"EXPORTS. 

"I think I am quite safe in making 
the assertion that the past year's trad­
ing has shown a gradual recovery. In 
many instances solid progress has been 
rnacle, and, although it was necessary 
the previous year to make tremendous 
reductions in prices, this has been accom­
plished without any serious casualties, 
which is a matter for congratulat.wn. 
The imports for Australia show an 
increase in the vear ended 30th June, 
1923, of £29,0oo;ooo over the previous 
twelve months, hut I regret to say that 
our exnorts for the same period show 
a decr~aso of £10,000,000, leaving our 
imports £14,000,000 in excee' of our 
exports. This is a most ·serious matter. 
a~ \VC are a debtor nation, .and it is 
absolutely essential that we should show 
an excess of exports over imports_ We 
aro constantly hearing from ov-erseas 
that such and such a consignment arrived 
in bad condition owing to faulty packin15 
or that the containers were not suffiCl­
cntlv attractive when compared with our 
com]1etitors. It should always bP borne 
in mind that we have to please the con­
sumer. We must, therefore, sec to it 
that. whatever thP product may be. when 
exporteu it is of the best quality. pre­
p~red and packerl in the best manner 
and displayed to the best advantage." 

Mr. EnwABDS: A very good statement .. 
Mr. V\'RIGHT: A very good statement. 

and the latter portion is better-
" IxCREASED QuEENSLA)lD ExPORTS 

" So far as Queensland is concerned 
it is almost impossible to obtain the cor­
rect figures of our imports and .exports. 
Many tradinll' houses have the1r goods 
landed in Sydrwy and .forwarded to 
Queensland, which, of course, d? not 
appear in our official figures. St1ll, on 
the fig·urc' obtainable, it is a matter for 
congratulation that our exports ~how an 
increase of £5.000.000 over our 1mports, 
and this fact should have a mc:st 
important effect on the future commercial 
ectivities of this State." 

Mr. EDWARDS: Why do :you not read the 
heading of that speech? 

Mr. WRIGHT: I referred to the heading 
of that speech. which to my mind is a wron_g 
one. If the hon. member f_or Nanan_go ;s 
quite serious--! am quite senous-I thmk rt 
would be better if the Queensland newspapers 
showed up the bright side of Queensland 
rather than the Jull side. Whilst I am on 
this point, let me point out that in a back 
portion of the same paper, the same gentle­
man is reported as having addressed the 
Chamber of Commerce on the same d_ay 
upon the question of obtaining bett~r famlr­
ties at the ports of Queensland. I thmk that, 
if the " Daily Mail " had published that 
report in the centre of the paper rnstead 
of the other one-which tended to cast a 
slight on the progress of the State-it wou!d 
have been much better and much more 1n 

Mr. Wright.] 
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keeping with the sentiment which should 
actuate m~mb,,r,: in this House, as well as 
the l'rcss in the country. 

Mr. KELSO: You do not blame the 
Opposition? 

Mr. WRIGH'f: Certainly not. The hon. 
member interJected and I replied to him. 

:\ir. EnwAHm' · You would not cover any­
thing up so long a:3 it was true, would you 't 

Mr. \VRTGHT: That is all right. The 
hon. member could not cover anything up. 
Hc is well known as having the worst farm 
iu his djo;;trlct. ::\ ow, I an1 going to quote 
some .tatistics given by l\1r Julius to show 
the progress of Queensland during the last 
ten yPar, in rc-~pe-ct of the exct~...,) of Pxports 
over imports. Mr. Julius stressed the fact 
tlmt the exports must bo gTeater than the 
imports. The ligrtres arc as follows:-

Year. 

"1913 
1922 

Imports. 
£ 

6, 714.942 
8,639,446 

Export•. 
£ 

12,352,748 
17,573,103 " 

1\Ir. KEL~O : \Yhat "'as re·- ponsible for 
that? 

1\h. WRTCHT: Cood government-good 
adrn 1111:-tration. 

;\lr. KELSO: Wool. 

2:,Ir. \VRIURrr: Taking IVIr. Julius's 
figures a.- bc'ing correct and as showing that 
throughout the' Co,lrnonwealth there has 
bPCJl an ~~XC('S~ of in1porb over exports, I 
think that the- bahuce in Ll\om· of this 
State of near!_, £9,000,000 indicates that 
Qucensla£ld is the mo't progr0ssive State in 
-~uoi.ralia. 

Mr. KELSO: In opito of Labour govern­
nwnt. 

Mr. WRIGHT: In spite of Labour govern­
mem (Laughter.) I should my bo,,ause of 
L>1.bour government. 

:Mr. KELSO: First impressions are the best. 

1\Ir. \VRIGHT: During the eight years of 
Labour \dministration those figures have 
been continually increasing. Queensland has 
never gone back. although OYen 1.t the pre­
sent 1 ime the State is suffering from one of 
the sen,rest droug·ht.s it has ever e,,perienced. 
I shor!ld "'Y that on the next occasion when 
hon. members opposite go to the country, 
instead of trying to decry Queensland and 
shouting •· Blue ruin " and other parrot 
cries~-

Mr. EDWARDS: "Red ruin." 
Mr. WRIGHT: "Rod ruin," if you like. 

Instead of doing that, they wonld be better 
ach·iscd if they said to the people of Queens­
land, " If you put us on the Treasury 
benches, we will try to do as well as the 
other fellow "; but I doubt if they will be 
able to do so. 

I hwe taken the trouble to read up quire 
a number of speeches made on th" Financtal 
Stat<JmeEt during the last session of the last 
Par! in m' 'll, l>rcauee I haY<' ob·'n-Pcl a <'Oll­

tinual cry from hon. members opposite that 
the redic,tribution had made 1t. impossible 
for them to win the election. Hon. members 
opposite did not take that lino of thought 
when thn." Y•ere discussing the last Financial 
Statement. l\'obod_v could have been surer 
than they-no soction of the communitv was 
more certain-that they would be occt;pying 
the Treasury benches after the last election. 
I want to read a few extracts from their 
spoeche-,. The first I shall quote is !hat of 

~J-fr. 'Wright. 

the hon. member for Dalby. who was leader 
of the Opposition at that time. I can 
1rnarrinc how ela tcrl the lH,n. mor:nbcr vv-as 
v t tl1c prc'-tH.:ct of the election; he \Vas so 
certain that he must haw felt that he would 
be the' next Premier of Queensland. On 
pn;:~c 619 of ·· H_ansard," volume cxxxix, I 
lind he is reported as having said-

" La3t night wc had the privilege of 
listening to the Tre-asurer delivering a 
fighting speech, which was reall:v the 
clirnax of a. dying Covernmcnt. 

"l\Ir. Hartley: You want to look up 
the dictionary for the meaning of the 
·word ·climax.' 

"::VIr. VowLES: That speech was a 
record of incapacity and ineptitude; it 
·was a tragedy. We are told now that 
the GovorunH~nt, after having to study 
cconcnn,, after having broken all the 
prontises they rr1adc to their supporters 
throughout the State that they would 
not retrench the public service-and 
havin<r done ~o to the tunc of about 
£300,000--propo,r to end their financial 
career v it h a deficit of £576,000. If ever 
the writing was on the wall, it is on the 
'ndl so fat u..; the preaent Government 
are concerned. 

"1\Ir. Pease: You have said that 
bofme. 

" :.\J.r. VOWLES: I have said it before, 
and I :.av it now. \Vhen we lwd the 
vPrv LalJO'ur organisations and the official 
nc-,:sptl]Jers of the Labour party telling 
the OCC'U[JCJnts of the Treasury benches 
thu t thPy no longer arc fitted to be there, 
and calling upon thcrn lo do the proper 
thing-to get out and give the elcC'tors 
the oppol'! unity to dcc[de who has the 
right to occupy those benches-the climax 
has arrived. 

"Mr. Dash: You cannot read print. 

"Mr. VOWLES: Even the children in 
the street rue talking about the <lovern~ 
ment, wherever .';"OU go." 

rrhoso 'n~rc remarks of a man -who was 
absoluteh certain that after the coming 
0lect.ion 'he would b•', if not Premier, at 
least sitting on those benches. 

Mr. CAHTEH: And he is out in the cold! 

Mr. WRIUHT: Ho is out in the cold. 
1\ir. Fry, the hon. member for Kurilpa, is 
n•portecl on page 694 of the same volume of 
"1-Iansatd" as having t.aid, "\Vhen speaking 
on the Ptimary Producers' Organisation 
Bill-

" It reminds me of a man dressing his 
window and making a great display and 
having no s1ock behind it. 'l'hat is the 
position with the present Government. 
\Ve challenge the Government to go to 
the country; we challenge them to go 
to t.he people and say, ' Hcre we are! 
\V c ask for an expr ----ion of confidence. 
\V<' have kept our proonise,.' When the 
Government went to the elections in 1920 
they had a majority of twenty, which has 
now dwindled down to a majority of one, 
and, including the Speaker, a majority 
of hvo. I promise the Government that 
they will get a very wa.nn reccpti~n 
when they go to the people and agam 
ask for their confidence. They are not 
game to go. \Vhen the Treasurer asked 
for two months' Supply, I asked him. if 
that was sufficient to cover the electiOn 
period, and he replied, '1\'o.' The 
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more's the pity that the country must go 
on for another twelve months under the 
control of a Govcrnm0nt who do not 
possess th0 confidence of the people." 

There is no doubt that hon. members oppo­
site \Yore absolutely certain of their ground. 
In the same volume of " Hansard " is a 
speech by the hon. member for vVide Bay. 
It is just prob:cblc that that hon. member 
had visions of becoming a Cabinet Minister 
in early life. This is what he said-

" Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I am ver.y 
pleased to have tho opportunit.v of mak­
ing a few ren1arks in connection with 
this Financial Statement. I predicted 
that the previous Financial Statement 
would llc the last that the then Treasurer 
would havo the opportunity of reading; 
and I venture to say that this will be 
the last delivered by a Labour Govern­
ment in this House for a great number 
of years." 

He was absolutely certain of his ground. 
This is what the hon. member for Nanango 
had to say-

" I :tm safe in saying that, in spite of 
the gerrymandering that has taken place 
in connection with the country electo­
rates, th" next time theY have to face 
the elcctms we shall 'be clone with 
socialism in this House. It is quite 
impossible for the Premier to ,it on the 
rail any longer, so far as the industrial 
workers and the fftrmers of this State 
are concerned. He rnust come out a.nd 
show hims<>lf. It is impossible for a man, 
110 matter how strong he may be, to 
rnn with the hare and hunt with the 
hounds. as the Promier is trying to do 
to-day." 

Mr. EDWARDS: That was right so far as 
the country districts wore concerned. 

Mr. WIUGIIT: He goes on to say-
" rrho Pn~rnior will haYC to come out 

in the op<'n in a very short time or else 
his name will be forgotten so far as 
politics arc concerned in Queensland." 

Let me nmv f]Uote the speech b:- the hon. 
member for \Vynnum. At that time he was 
repro,cnting tlle Dulimba elcdorate. A por­
tion of that clcctorat<l I am proud to repre­
sent to-day. The hon. member for Wynnum 
was speaking about proxy voting, and pos­
sihly he displa:. cd some passionate fooling 
during the course of his speech. This is 
what he s.tid-

u This Government have introduced 
thinp-s which are obsolci<,-thcy :tre a 
'proxy Go\(Tnment,' a' Diehard Gov0rn­
nwnt,' and a Government \vho arc cling­
ing to office like leeches. 

" The Treasurer: Keeping wolves out. 
"I-Ion \V. H. BAR~ES · They are a 

GoYPrnnwnt ,vhich hang on to office. 
knowing iha t once they go out they will 
never get baek. '' 

What a b:td judge the hon. member was! 
J_.C't rne no\Y quott~ ~;on1e N:rnarks nHtde by 
Mr. Green. ihe late member for 'l'ownsville. 
In spe:tking on thr- Address in Reply he 
said-

"Th~ Government on this occasion 
have adopi.ed thal ml'thod. and have put 
this Spel\ch forwn rd, with the various 
m0nsurP~ tnf"ntioncd in it. as a vott'­
catching prograrnrne for the coll)ing elec-

tions. A short time ago the distracted 
peopl<> at .Einaslcigh. when their 
machinery w:ts pulled down and sent to 
other fields, rernarkcd, on seeing sorne of 
the n1achinery going away, ' Ted's cjrcus 
is rnoving on.' It appears to rne that, 
with this progrannnc, ' Ted's circus is 
moving ou' very qulckly to an election 
campaign. This is but the advance agent 
of that circus which is going to be played 
in order to attract the votes of the 
people. But I am quite sure that the 
.,word of Damocles-which has been 
hanging ovBr the ;\1inistor's head during 
the past two years, and which manifested 
itself in such an unmistakable manner at 
the last election in the vote of the people 
rejecting the present Administration­
\vho. although they have a majority in 
the I-Iousc. represent only a rninority of 
of the people-will shortly fall, and bring 
calamit': to the Administration. The 
disil!w.i.oncd and clisappointed people of 
Queensland will sec that the string is cut 
and that the s\\ord falls upon the Go­
vernn1ent and destroys thorn." 

The dreaded time, so far as the Government 
a re conccnwd, is past and gone. The elec­
tions are over and victory has been \von. 

::\1r. KELSO: We came back with a majority 
of yotcs. 

Mr. PEASE: The hon. member only belongs 
to the tail end of the Opposition. He belongs 
to one section. 

Mr. WRIGHT: The parties which consti­
tuted the Opposition before the elections are 
no\v srna]lt"r in number. 

Mr. KELSO: I am talking about the total 
votes of the people. 

)[r. WRIGIIT: The unexpected has hap-
twncd so far as the Opposition are concerned. 

Mr. FoLEY: Do not. pull your own leg. 
JV1r. KELRO: I am not. 

1\fr. \VRIGHT: The Opposition are not 
justifiPd in whining about the Government 
arranging the dcctoratr~ .:::o as to Jnake it 
1mpossiblc-as they allege-for them to win 
the elections. 

I\Ir. KELSO. We arc not whining. We are 
giving you a statement of fact. 

Mr. \VRIGHT: The hon. member for 
\Vvnnmn went so far as to C'ay that the 
Government had made it impossible for the 
Opposition to occupy the Treasury benches. 

C\Ir. KELSO: He was not wrong. 

Mr. WRIGHT: The hon. member for 
\Vynnum dcliberaiP!y charged the Treasurer 
\Yith so arrnnging the cledor.Jtcs as to make 
it. impo,;ible for the Opposition to attain 
the Trcasurv br.-nches. The hon. member for 
Y\'ynnum nin·t be Yen hard to please, be­
ca;:,se, when discussing the -1uestion of the 
redistribution of seats, he said-

" Tho reason for n1y rising to speak on 
this motion was primarilY to say two 
things. One is that for man:y years past, 
as a member of this House. and even 
during the period when I was out of 
the House, I have advocated a redistri­
bution of seatc, for which, I take it, there 
was abundant reason, and that advocacy 
was not cau'ed by any desire to hurt or 
injure the Country party or the country 
districts. In that connection I ought to 
make perfectly clear the position I took 

Mr. Wright.] 
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up in 1920. I hold in my hand a copy 
of my address to the electors, in which 
this reference was made to a redistribu­
tion of seats." 

[5 p.m.] 
The reference is as follows :-

"Every citizen has a rigM to take 
part in an election. Adequate protec­
•'~n should be given to the country 
..oter, and the electors of the couEtrY. 
who are developing the State, shoulrl 
ha.;-e a smaller .rnargin. so far as rnmn­
bers are concerned, jn their fa,ruur, than 
in the more thickly populated districts." 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: If you compare how 
the electorates have been worked Olit, _,·ou 
will find they have been worked out to a 
,-cry fine point. 

Mr. \VRIGHT: The hon. member for 
\Vynnum further said-

" That being so, anything that is done 
by any party of whatever name should 
not make it lutrder for the man who is 
making life and cDnditions in the city 
possible-! rder to the man on t.he land. 
I very heartily support anythirw; in the 
direction of making it imperative th<1t 
the quota of electors shall bo iu fayour 
of the country." 

1\fr. EDWAiliJS: So they should, too. 
Mr. MAXWELL: The Government wiped out 

four of them. 
Mr. \VRIGHT: 'l'he hon. membPr for 

Wynnum, continuing, said-
,, I want to rtvoid the na.rrow and 

parochial view btkeu by some hon. mem­
hm~~- T am prepared to e:,drnit that 
whatever ono's inteetions may be: some­
times there is very great danser in 
looking at matters from a narrow and 
paroC'hial point of view." 

Mr. KELSO: He must have been dealing 
with the LrtbDur party then. 

Mr. WRIGHT: The hon. member for 
V\:'ynnum further saia-

" To avoid any view that ma:; bfe 
narrow, let me say that the fact of an=· 
electorate being near the cit:: does not 
always mean loos work, less trouble, and 
less expense to the member for that dis­
trict. I represent an electorate which 
contains morr-, electors, and I think it 
has in it more sho\v societies, tha11 any 
other electorate in the; State. That shows 
how alive the people are, and how they 
are in keeping with their member, who 
believes in keeping alive.'' 

The hon. member for \Vynnurn---
Mr. MAXWELL: You are giving him a good 

advertisement. 

Mr. WRIGHT: I at once heartilv concur. 
Those are very fine sentiments, an er I rodiso 
to the full in stepping into the shoes of the 
hon. gentleman ho'.V muc.h alive that par­
ticular doctorate is, and the be"t that can 
b<J said of its electors is that they lm0w, rtt 
a.ny rate, how to do things right. 

GovERN}JENT MEMm;Rs : Hear, he'1r I 

Mr. CoLLINS: By voting right. 

Mr. WRIGHT: The loader of the Oppo­
sition also went into thio matter -a few davs 
ago and secured the insertion in " Hansard~,, 
of a very large table to support his con-
tentions. ' 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: You woro quoting 
l.im very strDngly a little whilfJ ago. 

[Mr. Wright. 

Mr. WRIGHT: I am not abusing t.ho hon 
member at <1ll. He went to a lot of trouble 
to explain that the Government Wf'rl! still 
r0presenting a minority of electors, but we 
know that figures can be made lo prov,, rnrrm· 
things. ND member in this Homo knows 
better than the hon. rr,crnber for \V;.nnum 
the truth of that statement. I have !ward 
him quoting figures in all sorts of ways. lf 
I wanted to quote figures in ~..., ccrta.in \vay 
and they were not political, the hou. member 
for Wynnum is the man I would look to 
fDr assistance. In reply to statements by the 
Opposition the Attorney-General gave some 
figures to the Press on 21st J ulv last. 

Mr. Km:;so: They wore incDmplete. 

Mr. WRIGHT: The Attorney-Guneral is 
in charge of the department which controls 
the elections consequently he did not ccllect 
a,nd tabulate thosa figures himself. His 
officers did it for him, and tD say that those 
figures are not correct i.' to cast a slur on 
the officers of that department. All that can 
be sftid about them is that they arc not 
(':Jmplote in every case. 

Mr. KELSO: Only the figures in sixty-Bight 
out of seventy-two electoratu are given. 

Mr. \\"RIGHT: 'The figures in the uncon­
tested seats arc certainly not giY<'n. The 
leader of the Opposition contended that, 
whor0as Labour had a majority of fourtePn 
memberf::. they had a minority in the ag-gre­
~ate of over 14,000 votes. 'fhe Attorn<'y· 
l~eneral I claim. is cognimnt of all the 
details ~nd has the ngures at his hand. He 
has not to trust to newspaper reports or 
advertisements, which the loader of the 
Orposi tion admitted he -di-d, but dopcnde for 
his information on the retnrns sent fi·orn 
cYery electorate in Queensland. Th·•se 
figures show that 193,477 votes were cast for 
Hw Government party and 192,999 for the 
OppositiDn, or a majority in the a.ggrcgatc 
for the Government of 478. 

Mr. KELSO: Is he trying to lead tho public 
to believe the Government had a majority 
of Yotes? 

Mr. \VRIGHT: The hon. member for 
"'undah, hke myself, is a new member, hut 
I do not know wheth•'l' he has consulted the 
Standing Orders or not. If he <!of's so, he 
will realise that imerjections-especrally 
senseless interjections-are disorderly. So 
far as equal representation is concerned, I 
claim to represent in this House more 
electors than any other hon. member. As I 
mid a few moments ago, I have had the 
good fortune to fall into the shoes of the 
hon. member for Wynnnm. As the member 
representing the grearm· number nf C'lcclors, 
I am satisfied with the redistribution. 
GoVERN~IENT :MEMBERS: Roar, hear ! 

Mr. WRIGHT: If I am satisfied, when I 
represent the greater number of electors in 
ttny constituency, then hon. members who 
huve a smaller parcel-and most of the hon. 
tr>ernbers who ne making all the noise have 
a smaller parcel of country than members 
on this side, who have hundreds of thousands 
of square miles-should also be satisfied If 
Iron. members opposite .,-ish to go any further 
on this question of redistribution, I would 
refer them to the Southern States. If they 
take Victoria, for insta.nce, they will find 
tltore is a vast 1nargin so far as -:nen1bers 
and quotas are concerned between the city 
and countrv electorates. In some cases the 
c•Jirolments "for the city electorates are as 
high as 50,000, while they go as low as 4,000 
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rru the country electorates. There is just 
-,r,e other point I wish to deal with in con­
nection with the rodi,tribution of seats. and 
r],is is a cutting- from the " Daily Mail " of 
?th October. 1922. This appearecl 111 bold 
r·rint on the top of the column-

" REDIS1'RIBUTION. 
"NEW ELECTORATES-AS YOU WERE.J' 

.and a small paragraph in bold print, signe·d 
Lv ":\11'. J. Shaw, secretary ot tho ;\;ational 
l)emocra Cic Council." r_rhis is his opinion on 
1 hl' redistribution of ceats-

" It is a case of as you "·ere. \Yhot we 
lose on the swings we gain on the 
roundabout.'' 

I am led to believe-l am open to correc­
tion-that e;·cry member in this House. had 
arr opportunity of approachmg the Red~:tn­
bntion Commi.,sioners in connection with the 
.aaored boundaries. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: That would seem an 
unproper thing, at any rate. 

Mr. WRlGHT: It has been stated in this 
House since I have bee11 here that they had 
an opportunity of interviewing them if thcv 
-00 desirE~·d. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES : It would be pxceed­
i:,gly improper. 

Mr. WRIGHT: That was with the object 
of assisting the Commission to brin~; al.JOut 
ihe best redistribution possible; so why 
•·'wuld hon. members attempt now to raise 
a bogey'! Why should they attempt to 
.Pxplain to the Home or anywhere else-to 
the Prc's as a matter of fact-that th":·- were 
defeated' by a redistribution deli beratcly 
brought about by this Government to make 
it imno, sible for the Inornbers on t·he oppo­
site side to regain the Treasury b•·nches? l3y 
their own speeches the redistnbution was the 
last thing they were thinking about and the 
last thing thev were concerned about, benuse 
they knew that Lhcy had had a fair deal. 
The maia fact is that they were beat. n '.';hml 
they \vent to the country a" a part.f because 
the people of Queensland were afraid to irhst 
them. 

l'vir. CoLLIXS: Thev are m. the wilderness. 
Long may they remain there. 

.Mr. \VRIGHT: I wish to make a few 
rcrnarks in conllC'ction with \VOrkers' dwell­
ings. I listened attentively to the hon. mem­
ber for \Yvnnum when he was discussing the 
Supply BilL I have known the hon. member 
for a coneiderable number of years--

Mr. KELSO: He is not a bad fellow. 

Mr. WRIGHT: Ko; but he is on the 
wrong side of the House. 

Mr. PEASE: He is on the right ''ide. Lcav~ 
him where he !'s 

Mr. \VRIG HT: I have every respect for 
the hon. mearber, except politically. He got 
rnto pa"ion and cleclared that the Govern­
!nent was not a working-class Government. 
He went on to explain his point by quoting 
the number of dwellings completed under the 
\Vorkers' Dwol!iJ,gs Act and tbe Workers' 
Homeq Act respectively last year, but he did 
not make a fair quotation. In the first place, 
he quoted figures from the official lists for 
1914-15, and then he compared the gradual 
decrease as far as 1922. 

Hon. W. H. BARXES: I stated that last 
year the number was greater than in the two 
prev!'ous years 

Mr. WRIGHT: I submit that he was 
attempting to prove his point by stating that, 

because the number of houses had decreased 
year b} year from 1914-15 to 1922, this Govern­
ment was not a workingcclass Government. 
But he forgot to mention that in 1914 the 
great war broke out. 
. Mr. MoRGAN: We ha,-e he.nd enough about 

the war. 

Mr. WRIGHT: I am not going on the 
war stunt-I suffered as much as any hon . 
gentleman in the Hous'! during the "M, and 
have not yet got over 1t. The hon. member 
for Wynnqm forgot to mention that tens of 
thousands of_ the young men of Queensland, 
who would, m all probability, have been set­
tmg out m matnmony and requiring homes, 
were not here, but had gone across the seas 
to do their duty to the country. He also 
forgot to mention that during the later years 
-1918, 1919, and 1920-we were in competi­
tion with a Federal Government scheme 
"·hich was termed the war service homes. 
If he wants to discover an anti-working-class 
Government, let me introduce him to the 
Federal Government and their administratwn 
of the war service homes. 'I'he hon. member 
stated that in 1921-22 219 houses were erected. 
That is quite correct; but he did not mention 
that the total applications for that year num­
bered 747. ),pproval was given to 563 appli­
catwns, showmg that the hon. member's 
quotation was not a fair one. 

Mr. RommTs: They were facts, anyhow. 

Mr. WRIGHT: We find that the manager's 
report states-

." Building operations in connection 
wrth workers' dwellings were, during the 
second half of the year 1920-21, consider­
ably curtailed owing- to abnormally high 
costs. In .July, 1921, as building values 
had receded somewhat, particularly as 
regards costs of timber and galvanised 
iron, contracts were gradualh resumed 
and are now in full progress.'' 

Hon. \V. H. BAR:-!ES: You stinte·d the 
\Yorkers. 

Mr. \\'RIGHT: The report continues-
" I have had the following table pre­

pared to illustrate the variation in the 
'ost of houses over the twelve years of 
the operations since the establishment of 
the \Vorl<ers' Dwellings Boarcl in 1910. 
The type of house taken as a standard 
of values is a cottage of the same de '·ign 
throug-hout the period-four main rooms, 
kitclH'n. and front and back verandas, 
and with a total floor area of 1.200 super­
ficial feet. The figures used are based 
on the prices at which several of such 
buildings actually wore erected during 
the years stated.'' 

The report g-oes on to show the ·difference in 
the cost of buildings. It shows that in the 
year 1921-22 the maximum cost of building 
'vas reached, and I think that the adminis­
trators of the vVorkcr:l' Dwellings Act were 
wise when they curtailed operations; thc.v 
were much wiser than the Federal authori­
ties. The position of the latter now shows 
that there are scores of soldiers who tool< on 
homes at the maximum cost who will never 
be able to pay for them. )et the time when 
the Teport was printed, no less than 503 
houses were in course of erection, and I have 
everv reason to believe that thoro will be a 
very' large increase this year in the number 
of completed houses. I maintain. that the 
name of the Workers' Dwellings Act is a 
misnomer. Although the Act was liberalised 
by this Government, it is even now a difficult 

Mr. Wright.] 



736 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

matter for a man who is established so far as 
a family is concerned, bt!t not financially, to 
erect a home under this Act. In 1914-tho 
year the hon. member for \Vynnum is so 
fond of quoting-! happened to be an appli­
cant for an advance under the Workers' 
DwPlliugs Act. My application was approved, 
and the construction of my home was gone 
on with. Before a stick of furniture was 
placed in that home it had cost me £96. 

Thn t was £60 for the ground and £30 
odd for the difference between the amount 
that thev would lend mo and the actual 
tender ri;·ico. In the first place a loan of 
£251 was promised. The lowest tender for 
the homo was £250, and for some reason or 
other the ~\drninistration at that time said, 
" Ob, no; we will have to reduce your loan 
from £251 to £238." I could not get any 
satisfaction either one wav or the other, 
con"<'quently I had to make up the differ­
ence. What would have happened if I had 
not been able to find the extra £30? It 
would have meant that I would have had 
to go back to the department and seek a 
further loan, or I would have had to cut 
down the home so that it would have cost 
£30 Ios:;. The present Government, during 
the couroe of years, have seen the difficulty 
of men who have not had an opportunity 
of putting away a few pounds in order t~ 
buy a freehold, and they passed the Workers 
Homes Act. I want to take the hon. member 
for \Vvnnum to task once more in connec­
tion ,~-ith his remarks in regard to the 
·workers' Homes Act. When speaking on 
the Appropriation Bill the hon. member 
again in a passionate way stated that the 
\Vorkcrs' Homes Act was a sham and a 
fraud. He declared it was a sham and 
a fraud, simply because the payments in the 
long run amounted proportionately to more 
than the payments under the vVorkers' 
Dwellings Act. The attitude of hon. mem­
hNs opposite in regard to the Workers' 
Homos .\et reminds me of their attitude 
towarrls another measure that was brought 
iu last year by the Governn1ent. I refer 
to the Unemp!m-ed 'Workers Insurance Act. 
Hon. members opposite referred to the L:nem­
ployed \Vorkors Insurance Bill when it was 
introduced as " The Loafers' l'aradise Bill." 
After all, what does ;t mean? It means that 
thf' Government realise that, no matter how 
good a Gm·ernmcnt may be, under present 
conditions of society, we shall always be faced 
with a cPrtrtin amount of unemployment, 
and they said, and rightly so, ""\Ve will 
introduce 'ome legislation which will, at any 
ratP. eliminate some of the trouble of unem­
plo:--mcnJ." What is happening to-day? I 
rpan in t.he newspaper'· the other day that 
the F<'"lcral ({overnment have decided to 
take action to initiate a national insurance 
sdwme agaimt unemployment. and nobody 
will accuse the members of the )iationa!ist 
Gon'rnnlout of being Labourites 

Mr. GLEIJSO:i: They are introducing a 
" Loafers' Paradise Bill." 

Mr. WRICHT: Yes. they are introducing 
a "Loafers' Paradise Bill." 

Mr. KELRO: Is it not a fact that under 
the L norn]lloved "\Vorkcrs Insurance Act the 
nwn who is on the mlninnun \Vago pays the 
same as the man who gets £10 a week? 

Mr. vVlUCHT: I have heard that state­
ment mn ny time', and it does not affect me; 
it is like pouring water on a duck's back. 
My opponent during the elections campaign 
triPd to induce the workers of Bulimba to 

[ 1l1r. W right. 

belie.-e that it would cost them 9d. a week. 
Did tho workers of Bulimba believe that? 
:\'o fear! 

There is another question. that was very 
much to th" front in my electorate during 
the election campaign. 1 hrtve here a leaflet 
which as issued within four days of the 
election, and it will show to what depths 
some of the friends of hon. members opposite 
are prepared to descend. The leaflet has 
"" photograph of mv opponPnt, whom the 
hon. mewber for vVynnum kno\vs very welL 
'l'ho leaflet reads-

" l\10THERS ! READ THIS. 

"IT IS THE WAY THE THEODORE GOYERX­
MEXT SAYS YOUR SONS MUST LEARN I> 
TRADE. 

" 1. A boy, wishin[r to become an 
apprentice in the building trade, elec­
trical and mechanical engineering, 
furniture, leather, and musical instru­
ment making, printing, sheet metal 
working, and coachmaking, must apply 
to the Apprenticeship Committee, in the 
Treasury Buildings, for a form of appli­
cation to sit for the entrance examin-1-
tion. 

" 2. Then h0 must fill in this form and 
return it without delay. 

" 3. He must read the daily news­
papers to fmd the date of the examina­
tion. 

" 4. He must sit for the examination, 
but not if he has passed his sixteenth 
birthday. 

" 5. He must pass his examination. 
"6. After having pabted the examina­

twn, h<· must await further instruction& 
from the Apprenticeship Committee. 
Then he will bt· inteniewed by the 
Central Apprcnti~o,hip Committee, and 
be allottwl by the committee to the 
trades group of lads of the trade decided 
0!1. 

" 7. During the period cJ apprentice­
~hip-should it ever come-he must 
attend cla.-ses at the Technical College. 

" Arf' :you in favour of putting the 
' shackle,, ' on your boys' fn1 ure? 

"If you vvish vour boy to have free 
dam of choice as to what trade he shall 
f{'llo\v--

" Vote thus :" 

These leaflets were floating around the 
Bulimha electorate in thou,ands during the 
last three days of the camp.tign. I know 
something abou;; this quf'stion. as I am a 
tr;cde"man myself. As a matter of fact, I 
was one of the first rcprccent ntives from the 
organisation to which I belong tD sit on a 
conference in Brisbauo to discuss the appren­
ticeship question. 

Mr. EDWARDS: The present system has not 
Lcon a success. 

Mr. \YRIGHT: I am not going to say 
that it has been a complete success: but we 
found that it wrts almost impossible to get 
the masters to agl'Oe to take any boys other 
i han those th0y particularly desired to take. 
Tho position before the appointment of the 
Apprenticeship CommittPc was that any per­
son who wn' in a position to put trade in 
the wav of any manufacturing firm in Bris­
bane or Qnce!bl.c.nd only had to say, "I 
,-ould like you to take my boy into your 
shop," a.nd he y, as taken in. Even if the boy 
was the biggest dunce in Queensland, he got 
preference OYer the best schol·ar, who might 
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~Jot luLve any trade influence behind him. 
Boys who might never make a. sticcess in the 
trade were given preference ov<Jr other boys 
who had gone to ·schcol, and who had passed 
all the OJ<aminations required of them. vVhen 
the time <'ame for the son of a poor man to 
be employed or taken on as an apprentice. 
it was found that the bov whose father could 
place trad0 in the way of the manufacturing 
firrr, 'xas given preference. The Apprentice-

ship Committee is composed of 
[4.30 p.m.] an e(jual number of employers 

and employees, who have spent 
man:· hours of valuable time, mostly at 
ni;rht. in discussing this question. This is a 
national question, and one which every State 
in the Commonwealth and <'very country in tht, 
world will have to deal with. I believe that 
the Apprenticeship Committee in Queensland 
)''.'s done better ." ork than anything of the 
lnnd el,owlwre m the world. \Vo hear a 
good deal ubout the Southern State' with 
regard to the apprenticeship question. I 
have here an extract from a leader which 
appeared in the '"SvJ.nev Guaedian" on 
ihe 13th of this month·, which reads-

" Junior technical education in Kew 
Sornh \Vnlos has not received support 
from the Department of Education it 
\YDl'l'rtDL'L 

":Xo sounder inye..-tnwnt can be made 
by a GoYt'nunent than a thoroun·h svs­
tem of technical education acces;)ble "to 
the poorest. 

.. It i,. the mr•ans b,- which umkilled 
la !Jour can be reduced· to a mir. imum. 

.. Such a system should be so d0signcd 
that rr ::.tud~'nt receives knowledge to 
fit hirn to any branch of indtr.:,trY. 

" A lad leaYes a primary school at 
thirteen to fourteen; too often he enters 
SOlllG occupation without receiying at 
thP 111ost reccptiYo age any further edu­
cation. to find out, \dlCn the acquisition 
of knowledge• is very much harder, that 
sue cc··;; entails attcn.dance at a con1n1er­
cial or industrial night .Jchool." 

It goes on to enumerate the subjects, and 
then ·tates-

" At present the form of junior techni­
cal education in 2\;ew South Wales is a 
Lrave~ty of tho real thing. 

"\Vorkshops in name only, without 
the plain necessities of cquiprncnt, are 
open. 

" lll-lio·hted ramshackle buildings 
hou.se th

0

01n.". 

That statement does not apply to the Labour 
Government of Queensland. I had the 
pleasure a fe" dny~ ap,-0 of going through 
the Central Terhnical College in Brisbane. 
\vhen rny eyes wer0 opened \vit,h regard to 
th" different snbjects and trades in which 
the studcut3. \\"Cl'r~ being instruct~d The 
GoYernn1Pnt arc to be congratulated on mak­
ill£; ~uch a laq;e amount of money available 
on the Estimates for education purpo•~es. 

It \Vas my intention to deal with eo-opera. 
lion. \Ye hr:ud spcc>ches from hon. members 
oppo>·itr• on that subject during tlw debate 
on the Addre~s in Reply. After li . .;tcning 
to t~c !'t'•·rn. :·ks of hon. rncrnbers opposite. 
one can only come .to the conclusion that 
co-operation mea.ns to them somdhing hy 
which tlwv can put money into their pockets 
and let the consumer be hanged. T!oey are 
not concerned about producing for use; their 
1dea of co~opcration is producing for profit. 

1923-2 z 

I am one of those who believe 
a. wrong idea to take up. This 
Sy-dney " Guardian " has to 
co-operation-

that this is 
is what the 
say about 

" Legislation is needed in :"Jew South 
Wales to protect the word 'co-opera­
tive•.' It is being used by limited lia­
bility companies to mislead the public." 

I often wonder whether hon. memlwrs oppo­
site know tho real histon' of the co~opcrative 
movement. · 

Mr. \VARREX: Toll us something about it. 

Mr. WIUGHT: It might do the hon. 
member good if I did. I ,.,ould refer him 
to the book entitled "The Consumers' 
Co-operati.-e )'doYement," written b)l Sidney 
and D0atrice Webb. 

:VIr. \Vt,RREN: I have read it. 

Mr. WRIGHT: It is a pity the hon. 
member rend it with such an empt:~ hPad. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had 0xpired. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Tanango): While the 
Financial Statement has been well debated 
on both sides of the Chamber, it is a pity 
that wme hon. members opposite take up 
snrh a contemptible attitude in their criti­
cism of Opposition members. I am satisfied 
that it is the de .irP of all hon. nwmbcrs on 
this sidQ to give the• Treasur£'r the a''3i~tance 
which h0 a'-ked for in connection with finan~ 
cia l matte1, when deli. ering his Statement. 
T cDmirler that it is alwavs best to look 
at the bright side in r<'g·ar·d to our State, 
but I aoTee also with thP hon. member for 
Bremer ~that. when thing-s are radically 
'":TOng in conn0ction 'vith the ad1ninistratio_n 
of our public utilities. no hon. member 1s 
jnstifiP·rl in covering up the pooition. I do 
not refer to this matter with any idea of 
making polit.ical capital out of it. because 
I do not think anv hrm. member shonld do 
that; hut 1 thilt the grrutest. encourage-
mrnt shonlcl o:iven to hon. members to 
sncak nut. I think thP hon. m0mber for 
Bremer deserves the congratulations not 
onlv of the House but of 1 he country for 
the. ·.tra io·ht-ont and rklinite statement which 
hC' maclen ye~t0rda~7 in conner'tion 1.xith the 
nH'thocb a·donte,CJ in carrying- out !he "\Vork 
at the Ipswich Railway \Yorkshops. 

Mr. GLEDSON: IIc will bP quite pleased 
to rerciv0 your con1mendation. 

Jlil1·. ED\VARDS: I am verv sorry that 
the hon. member for Bremer has got in in 
front of the hon. member for Ipswirh. 
(Oppmiiion lang"hter.) 

Mr. GLFDRON: If vou knew anvthing- about 
Queensland :c~ou would know that the 
rniln·ay ·workshops arc not In my electorate. 

Mr. EDWARDS: \Ve should give tho 
2,'f0ah "'t f'll<'OuragcmPnt to hon. mC'mbPrs '"~o 
have backbone enough to speak out m 
rpg·ar-d to such matt~rs. and that is why 
the hon. memlwr for Ipswich has not made 
1hP statelllf'11t brforp the hon. mrrnhcr for 
Bremer. It 'voulrl br a good thing- for 
the State if hon. nwmhers WNe prPpared 
to spPak out fear!esslv like tho hon. m em her 
for Brenwr. whctlwr they belong to the 
Gnvetnment part·y or to the Onposition 
partv. It would be much better also if tl1P 
Gm-0rnment \Yould pav the same regard to 
statements made by Onposition members as 
thev do to representations coming from the 
Go~·ernment benches. 

'The Treasurer. in delivering his Financial 
Statement, said that so far as land settlement 

Mr. Edwards.] 
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and rnihvavs arc concerned, everything is 
all right. '1 think that hon. member, are 
not dOiog thPir dut.v if thry are not prc~ 
pared to Pxpn·~..:; their 01Hnion fcarl(~ss]y 
vvhcn they kuo\v that. evcl'ything is not right. 
I ~av that under tlw adminl~(ration of the 
LnbOnr Govc-nnncnt land sett.lPmC'nt ha:;; not 
gone ahead as it ought. In Queensland, 
1.vhethPr Labour n1embers reali~c it or not) 
the settlers in the bigger port.ion of the 
clost'r ,-.;cttlPd districts of the State are in a 
wor::-e po.;;ition than they have ever be~n 
in sine·.• I ea me to Quecnsland-which is a 
period of fifteen :vearR. It would ho \vrong 
to blame the Labour Goyernrncnt for rtll of 
that, hui I blame th~m for some of it. 

l\Tr. DASH: No one take'· any notice of 
you. 

Mr. ED\YA RDS : I do not expect the hon. 
member to do so. b<;cause I am making a 
common-sense speech. The hardest workers 
of the State, the primary producers, in 
spite of the difficulties under which they are 
labouring at the present time, are in many 
wa:,·; ignored by the Government, or, at 
lea,.t, arc not attended to. 

Mr. HYXES: \Vho are the workers of the 
State? 

Mr. EDW ARDS: Not the hon. member. 
at anv rate-he never sweated from hard 
work 'in his life. To show the attitude of 
hon. members in thio, House towards primary 
production, I want to quote from " Han­
sard " about the time when this Country 
party came into being in 1920. Here is a 
statcmPnt I made mvself when the Estimates 
of the Department ~f Agriculture and Stock 
"·ere' before the Chamhcr-I am not quoting 
it h<'causc I take any pride in having made 
it, bcrau"c manv other membr-rs have made 
similar st.a ternerlts-

" 'P1cY had to he prepared to spend 
a great deal more money than in the 
pa'L If, before the last drought, the 
GoH'rnllHint had taken up the queotion 
of watPr con~0rvation and sinking bores 
-IYhich could be done without any great 
cxpCll'l', and was being done in hundreds 
of' ases in J\'cw Sout11 \Vales-thev would 
ha Yf~ · :1vcd n1iilion" and millionf' of 
ponn<ls \Yorth of stock. besides avoiding 
a great loss in production. Man2 
settlers in his district-and he knew it 
wai' only ono of many-were driving 
stock for miles and milPs for water, until 
it was impossible f01· them to trayel, so 
that in the end thcv lost them. 

" The advances to settlers for conserv­
ing fodr!er, such as stacking hay, should 
recl'i \.{ YPr)· careful consideration, and 
the sug-go--tion of the hon. rnember for 
Port Cm·tis that a Ro, a! Commi,sion 
should go deeply into tlie question, and 
make inn·otigations also in the Southern 
Rtatcs, with a vi(:w to offering suggos­
Jions to the< bank. should also receive 
consid(•ration. He understood that in 
A1nerica p('oplc \vere giving advances on 
hay stack<•cl in slwds, regarding it as a 
sort of <),fence against dry spells and to 
tide the farmers over the times when 
fodder was dear.'' 

\Ve often hear it said from the Labour side 
that no practical suggestion ever comes from 
the Opposition b(•nches. In reply I want to 
say that. if the Government were to adopt 
the practical suggestions which come from 
this side of the House, Queensland and her 

[Mr. Edwards. 

settlers would be in a very much better 
position than 1hev are to-dav. Now, I want 
to quote the Secretary for Agriculture. 
"When replying- to the a rgunwnts put forward 
on that oc< asion, he made these remarks-

" The hon, member for Nanango urged 
the putting down of borPs and the conser­
vation of \Yater, and he also made a 
ver:;· good suggc-;tion that s-ome .arrange­
ment should be made to make advances 
on haystacks and on fodder conserved by 
the farm<'r. That would be attended to, 
he hop"d, in drafting the proposed Rural 
Bank. A Rural Bank should he capable 
of making advances to farmers on stand­
ing crops and on their fodder. for, after 
all, the conservation of fodder was a 
system of insurance that no farmer could 
afford to neglect." 

Had tbo G oYnnment carried out the sug­
gestions put forward by myself and other 
hou. members on this side of the Honse and 
commented upon favourably h:v the Minister 
himself, had th0y laid it down definitely 
that the producer· \Wre going to get some 
as--istance, they would haYe saved the State 
hundreds of thousands of pounds. To-day 
we hctvP the spe'taclc of the Department of 
Agriculture being forc<'d to come to the 
rPscue of the sctllcrs netuly all over the 
Dmvns anrl ncarlv all over the Southern 
Bunwtt. I v, aut .. to give them credit for 
doing that. ahhough I <io not admit that 
the0 arc doing all that can bo done. Some 
arranf(PITH'ni, ho\··r•vcr, should be made to 
buy the fodder which is being distributed 
direct from the grower. I understand that 
in nHtnv in.:tanccs it ro1ncs from Nevv South 
\Yolcs "to Brisbane. ·and is bought by the· 
produce agents in Brisbane and then sent 
back to the Downs. 

::lfr. II YXES : Sonw of those produce mer­
chants sit on that side of the House. 

::\1<-. EDvVARDS: I am not worrying about 
that. \Yhat l am trying to do is to got 
fodd<'r for t.lw producing population as 
ch•aply as po"'ibk. I understand that thev 
arc paying from £12 to £14 a ton .for chaff, 
.and are a:-;ked eventuall~r to sign a pro­
missory note to n•pay the money to the 
Government in tweJye months, with 5 pel­
cent. intr'rcst. Evcrv effort should be made 
tD supplY them \vith fodder as cheaply as 
po,siblc, so that thcv ma;· be able to save 
their stock at a reasonable rate during the 
c>:tremc drnught throug-h which they are 
possing. The polic: of the Government 
shows the burden which is placed on the 
man on tlw land in comparison with the· 
worker or the ordinary unemployed man. 
\Yhen the Gm·crnment arc asked to give 
assi~tance to families on the land-there are 
not many n~king for it, \vhlrh i,, a blc-.;sing­
tho farm0rs an' a~kcd to fill ln ~ long form 
nf qnp·~tions ani! r0pay the amount ad\,anred 
in tw0Jyc months with 5 per cent. inter<'st. 
The un0mp!oycd wm·king· n1an. however. can 
go to the ne nest police stntion and get his 
orclrr for nd1ons without filling in any form 
or !wing asked to pay the money back. I 
hope that the Secrrtan· for Ag-riculture will 
"'' his influence with the Government to see 
that primnr"',~ prodtH"'~"'rs arc a:-;sisted in the 
r0n;;:pry:Jtlon of 'vatcr and fodil.0r at once, 
and accMclimr to a definite method. It is 
no u~e. a::: i:-hP hon. 1n0mb0r for B.nwen 
remarked ihc other niu-ht. to have it on 
the pnrtv platform. That is no consolation: 
to the farmers in bad times, such as they arc 
passing through at present. 
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Now, I want to deal for a few minutes 
with land settlement. I hold that we are 
living in a fool's paradise. In answer to a 
question by the hon. member for Mirani the 
other day, the Secretary for Public Lands 
said that the selections forfeited in Queens­
land during the last few years were as 
follows:-

Year. 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 

Selections Forfeited. 
774 
543 
937 

... 1,013 
1.044 

812 
702 

That shows clearly that this State is being 
gradt1allv overtaken by the pear pest. The 
selection~ that were taken up ~Tears ago are 
no" being forfeited. In connection with our 
land settlement to-day the people who are 
forfeiJ,ing their areas because they have been 
OYer-run b,J prickly-pear are now going into 
the clean areas that are being opened up 
for selection. It does not matter whether a 
man is living in a clean district or in a 
pear-infcAccl district, this pear post is every­
onP's concern. It iR the concern of ev-ery 
rwm. woman. and child in this State. The 
blocks are being forf0itcd, which means 
that the Government will receive no revenue 
from them. This is a very serious matter. 
It is not only a serious matter from the point 
of view of the taxpayer, but wo have to 
re:tlise that some day some Government will 
have to tackle this question and definitely 
sa:,- that the spread of this pest has to be 
stopped in Queensland. 

Mr. Cor.LINS: There rs a Prickly-pear 
Commission sitting now. 

Mr. EDvYARDS: The trouble is that there 
is too much ;;itting. \Vc want to clear the 
pear. 

Mr P.HXE: Your Government allowed the 
pear to spread CYCr~ \vhcre. 

Mr. ED\Y-~RDS: Unforlun~tcly, past 
Gm·ernments did not take the steps they 
should hctve taken, but it is no excuse for 
laxity on ihe part of this Government. Now 
that the matter has been brought so formbly 
before them, they should sto,p in and tackle 
the problem. From 1908 to 1914 the agricul­
tural selections taken up comprised an area 
of 10.240,214 acres. From 1915 to 1920 the 
area amounted to 4,816, 470 acres. 

·Mr. CoLLINS: Do you not know that there 
was a war on during that period? 

Mr. EDWARDS: I am well aware that 
there was a war on during a portion of that 
time. Those figures show that there was a 
decrease in acreage for those periods of 
5,423,744 acres. The average amount of land 
taken up per annum was 1,462,880 acres for 
the period 1908-1914, and 688,060 acres for 
the period 1915-1921. showing an average 
annual decrease of 774,828 acres for the lat1 er 
period. Those figures show that this Govern­
ment should take the matter of clearing pear 
seriously to henrt. They show that the land 
laws of Queensland arc not right, and that 
the encouragement given to primary produc­
tion in this State is not what it ought to be. 
Over and over again I have heard hon. 
members opposite asking hon. members on 
this side to show how the land alongside the 
railways can be cultivated. For many years 
the Government were not disposed to take 
any notice of the difficulties of primary pro-

ducers. Recentlv thev haye been consiclf'ring 
the primary producers in connection with the 
productioll of cotton. They have taken more 
notice of the primary producers and their 
difficulties recently than they have ever done 
before. JHany areas alongside the railways 
at the present time are being planted with 
cotton . 

. Let me now deal with the dairying indus­
try, which is a very important matter. We 
all know that for years pas' efforts have been 
made in this State 1o stabilice that industry. 
Hon. members opposite know the great efforts 
that were made to conduct that industry on 
true co-operatiY" Iincs. Vi"hile that work was 
heing carried out the Government stepped in 
and seized the producers' butter. 

Mr. FoLEY: I think they purchased the 
butter. 

Mr. EDWARDS: No; they took it from 
the co-operative companies. 

JYir. C \RTER: Those companies are only 
camouflage. 

Mr. CoRSER : Why do yol! say that it is 
only can1ouflage? 

Mr. CARTER: It is camouflage when they 
arc prPsumed to be conducted on co-operative· 
line' and they arc not. 

Mr. CoRSER: Are not our butter factorie,, 
co-operative corlrQrns? 

Mr. C \RTER: No; they are only a sham. 
:Mr. ED\V ARDS: The hon. member knows 

nothing about it. Since this Government 
came into offiec it is "ell known that they 
have ini.0rferod with private capital and the 
efforts of the individual to sueh an ex1ent as 
to drive our sccondarv industries out of the 
St<te. • 

:'~h. FoLEY: Kame one or two of them. 
Mr. ED\VARDS: To prove my contention, 

let me say that from 1911 to 1914 the number 
of factories cl0crcased b:v one in Queensland, 
aml in New Sou•h \Yafcs increased by 568; 
in Victoria. by 882; in South Australia, by 
115; in \Vest ern _'\. mtra lia, bY 1C8; and in 
Tasmania b:;- 13. Those figures prove beyond 
doubt that Ql!censland ha" not encouraged 
the e<tablishmcnt of factories to the same 
cxt0nt as has been clone in the other S'tates. 
This is a comparative -tatement of the 
scconclarv inc]u,tt·ice established to deal with 
primary ~prorlud::;-

Primt1ry 
Product. 

SPcond:1ry 
Indl!stry. 

Xo. 0" 
FArTORJES. 

~ ~--- -g 

~ ·~ ~ 
uj .2 Q 

0 § 

-----1--------1-z £____::_ 
Hides, skins, FellmongPrinst and I 

anrl wool 1 woo1sf'ouring I 
Ditto . . Tannerips. - .. 
Ditto . . Root a nil shoe .. 

Wool and WoollPn, cotton, 
cotton and 1\vPer! mills I 

Pigs Bacon-curing .. 
1 

:Milk Butter. cht·ese. nnd I 
conclenseil milk i 

Wh~at Flonr mi)le .. : 
Frmt, &c. . . Jam, frmt presen·-

1 

I 
ing. pickir~. ~~·c. :

1 Co.al anrl Agrirulturcd implr- , 
1ron 1 rnent" ! 

Ditto .. 1 Engineering works '1 

' ! 

80 
H9 

0 

18 
lGS 

60 
44 

2~ 

420 

32 

48 
30-b 

17 

22 
JF4 

51 
42 

60 

18 

17 
31 

2 

6 
141 

11 
17 

6 

Those figures prove beyond a shadow of a. 
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doubt that where the primary producers c~n 
build up their own secondary industries they 
have made great strides in Queensland. The 

primary producer is hit up 'Jn 
[7 p.m.] account of the discouragement C>f 

the manufacture of agricultural 
implements within our State. This compara­
tive statement proves that every assistance 
should be given to our secondary industries. 

Mr. CARTER: Does it not prove that we 
should have more population on the land'! 

Mr. EDW ARDS: No. What it proves is 
that every encouragement has been given to 
the building up of secondary industries in 
Victoria and Kew South Wales, and the result 
is that this State is placed in such an 
unfavourable position tha.t we have to send 
our raw material to other States, and then 
the manufactured article is sent back. 

Mr. CARTER: \Vhat raw material dei }DU 

send there' 
1\lr. EDWARDS: Hide~, for one. This is 

a big blow to the primar:y industries of 
Queensland, because it does not place them 
on the came footing as the primary producers 
of :::-.Jew South ~Wales and Victoria. I was 
astounded when I heard the hon. member for 
Queenton referring to this question and 
attempting to prove to this Committee that 
it v; as possibly a good thing that the factories 
were going ahead in other States in com­
parison with Queensland. 

Mr. \Vr:-i"STAKLEY: I did nothing of the 
kind. \Vhat you want is to have all the 
people concentrated in the cities, like we 
have in Townsville in the North. 

Mr. EDWARDS: I say without hesitation 
that we should build up our secondary indus­
tries and create production in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vll\· 
don't you say that when you go to Nanango.? 

Mr. EDW ARDS: I will say it in Nanango 
or anywhere else in the country. and so should 
anyone else who is interested in the welfare 
of .this State If we are not going to use our 
primary products in our own State and manu­
facture the finished article here, how· are we 
going to raise our primary producers to the 
same level as in the other States? It doe' 
not take a great deal of argument to see that. 

0PPOSITIOX MEMBERS: Hear, hear l 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The hon. member for 
Bulimba referred to the address of Mr. R. H. 
Julius, the retiring president of the Brisbane 
Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Julius said that 
Queensland was at a disadvantage in conne<· 
tion with the very matter that I have quoted. 
We find that during the last seven years 
Queensland has increased her factories by 35 
and her employees by 1,340. During the 
same period Victoria, which has double our 
population, increased her factories by 1,340 
and her employees by 30,142. It is plain to 
every thinking person that by increasing the 
number of secondary industries we not only 
assist the primary producers of our State to 
have their products manufactured locally, but 
in addition we give a cheaper article to th8 
consumer and work to the working man. 

Mr. CARTER: \Vhat articles are cheaper in 
other States than in Queensland? 

Mr. EDWARDS: The very articles v:ith 
which the primary producer has to work and 
improve his farm. That is a big thing so far 
o,s Queensland is concerned. 

Mr. CARTER: The prices are higher in the 
Southern States. 

[1J!11·. Edwards. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: By giving cyery assist­
auce to the primary prodLlCcr we sh~li be 
going a long V\ay to nssist in givin~ onr own 
rnon \Vork and to giv(~ the congumor a chr.:apor 
product. \Ve also give greater wai{es to ihe 
man on the land. I will quote a ie .v figm:,-> 
in connection with our railwavs. After all, 
the questions of the railways, fand sttlemont. 
agricu.lture, and secondar:~ industries £rO hand 
in hand so far as the business of tlw Stato 
is concerned. 

In Queensland in 1921 we had 5,'/94 miles 
of railways open and 9.817,409 tmin miles 
' ore run. }'\ew South vVa.les had 5.043 mile3 
open-700 miles less than Qnecnslanrl-and 
ran 22,792.033 miles. Victoria had 4,274 miles 
0pen and ran 16,783,638 miles. That prcJYes 
dw importance of dPvdoping the primary 
and secondary industrits of the Sbi·e. Vlrben 
1:ho Troasnroi~ was speaking I ron1a,rkC'd by 
interjection tha.t the Gc-vernment were only 
n1nning three and four trains a \VOf-~k vvhore 
they erL running up to twelve trains a we'k 
sorrio years ago. That proves that the 
business of the country has gone back. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Probab:y 
they vv(;ro carrying a p:reat deal of timber 
in those days. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : I want to bo a.bsolntelv 
fair and admit that in some instance" they 
\VI~ro. Ho\VCYor, after the ti1nber was taken 
orr, th<' land v, as gonera.lly proved to b good 
agricultural land. This proYes that tho 
c'overnmellt have not given thu.t special 
atiention to the development of our primar_'-' 
industries that should have been givl'n; and 
it means that on our railways wo ar·• losing a 
g-reat deal of money. If our 1-railb \Ven~ 
filled and v·ero running three a Ua.v whPre 
row only three a week a.re running. the 
upkeep of the lines would be verv little 
more than "t present nnd the raih\ ays would 
bt~ a big and prosperous busincs~. In con­
dusion, i want to say a few words ir. regard 
t·J the ,cJcvelopment of Queensland bv new 
nilwa :s. ·In mv own district the udortu­
nate pvroduf'er is'" in such a position that he 
has to coet his produce· 83 miks bdDre he 
can put it on the track to the rn incip.d 
market. I hope the Government will sec 
their wav in the vorv near futum. in the 
interests 'of Southern Queensland, to link up 
1 h8 1\ anango-Yarraman lines, beca:usP that 
i < all-important to the primary producers 
tberc, as well as to the whole State. I hope 
h<:n. me:nbcrs sitting on the othr·r sid<' of 
th., House will use the1r bc't endcavoun' to 
get the Gm·ernment te have that link corn· 
plated in the very near futuro. 

Mr. CARTER: You say the railways are not 
paying, and now you want more. 

Mr. EDWARDS: If the hon. member had 
the sense of a horse--

Mr. CARTER: That is more than you have 
got. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : He would know that the 
railways would pay better if that link was 
completed. There is anoth0r important 
question so far as the Queensland rail ways 
in Southern Queensland are concerned-that 
is the question of connecting the Burnett dis­
trict with the Downs. That is not a local 
question. It is a national question, as it 
would assist in bringing people from the 
large centres into the country district. After 
all, we must give facilities to country people 
if we are going to encourage them to stop 
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in the country and develop Queensland as 
it should be developed. 

I maintain that, as compared to the 
country districts, the city is g-etting too good 
a deal in connection with educational 
matters. The Government are not doing 
justice to the children in the country districts 
of our State. It is far too long before school 
accommodation is provided for the children 
of settlers. 'There are all sorts of difficulties 
put in the way in regard to buildings and 
in regard to repairs in schools in country 
districts. I ho~o the Government will give 
this matter their most serious consideration. 
I know they are doing big things-I am not 
going to dcmy that for a moment-but we 
want them to do bigger thing'. We want 
them to realise that, when people settle in 
the country districts educational facilities 
should be at once prO\·ided for the children. 
That should be one of the first considerations 
in connection with land settlement. I will 
quote a couple of instances of what is hap­
pening in country districts. It was two years 
after people settled on Burrandowan Soldier 
Settlement, which is from 35 to 40 miles from 
a raih\ ay, before they could get a school 
for the children. and then only after con­
siderable agitation on the part of the 
settlers. 

Mr. FOLEY: How many children were there 
on the settlement? 

Mr. EDV\"ARDS: There were sufficient 
children for a school, because the school was 
approved of nc..trly two years before it was 
built. I am not speaking on behalf of my 
OVIn electorate only, as what I am saying 
applies to other districts as well. In another 
case a school was burnt down, and it was 
well over twelve months from the time it 
was burnt down before it was re-erected, 
although there were forty-three children 
attending that school. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTC:RE · \Yhat 
was the member for the district doing? 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The member for the dis­
trict was doing what we are all doing­
going to the Secretary for Public Instruction 
and going to the Secretary for Agriculture, 
a' we do when we want conditions improved 
for the man on the land. vVe aro told that 
careful consideration will be given to our 
representations; but what we want is to sec 
facilities made available so that people in 
the country districts will have better condi­
tions. All these things are necessarv and 
they go hand in hand with the development 
of Queensland. The development of the 
State depends, firstly, on land settlement; 
secondly on railway extension and also on 
educational facilities and tho' establishment 
of secondary industries. If we considered 
these matters entirely apart from politics, 
we would get on much better. If hon. mem­
bers opposite will speak out in regard to 
matters of administration, like the hon. mem­
ber for Bremor has done, I believe that a 
great improvement will take place in the 
'near future. 

I want now to refer to the abuse which is 
so frequently hurled across the Chamber by 
Government members. When the hon. mem­
be~· for Man-borough was speaking during 
this debate, he made all sorts of insinuations. 

Mr. CARTER: Truthful statements. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : Some of his insinuations 
were, in my opinion, very low down. It is 
not my practice at any time to hurl personal 
abuse at any ono in this Chamber. If we on 

this side have a,nv criticism to make of the 
Government, we fire it at them as a Govern­
ment. After the little brush between myself 
and the hon. member for Maryborough took 
place the tone of -debate was verv different. 
(Laughter.) The speeches of the "hon. mem­
ber for Bremcr and the hon. member for 
Bulimba were a credit to those gentlemen. 
The Opposition do not mind a little criticism, 
but it is not right for hon. members opposite 
to hurl personal abuse across the Chamber· 
at us. The Seer ctary for Agriculture, by 
interjection on a preYious occasiOn, indicated 
that I have got the worst farm in the 
N anango district. Does the hon. gentleman· 
feel proud of saying a thing like that, or 
think that it is a statesmanlike interjection? 
I will invite the hon. gentleman to my place 
when he visits the ::'\anango electorate shortly, 
and if he has a more highly improved farm 
than mine. I am prepared to give £10 to 
any hospital, and I will leave the decision 
with him. I am also prepared to take on 
any hon. member opposite at any time he 
likes to put up the money. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'l.:LTURE: I am very 
pleased to hear that offer. 

Mr. EDWARDS: \Vc are here to do the 
vNy best >ve can for the State, although we 
do not always agree as to the way it shoul-d 
be carried out. 

In conclusion, I wish, in coinmon with· 
other hon. members, that t ho greatest success 
may attend the Treasurer in his mission to 
the old countrv to secure the conversion of 
our maturing l~>ans. The hon. gentleman has 
just come into the Chamber, and I wish to 
Sftc"' thnt I do not think he gave me a fair 
" go" during th£' election campaign. He came 
up to my electorate and made all sorts of 
promises.. which I hope he will carry out. 
He led the people to believe that anything 
thev asked for would be carried out if the 
Labour (~oycrntncnt got back into po\Yer. I 
now ask him to go on with the construction 
of the ?\anango-'Yarraman railway in the 
interests of the producers in the Southern 
Bm·nett and the whole of southern Queens­
land. Once again I say that we on this side 
of the House-and I am satisfied that I am 
speaking for ever:: member on these benches 
-wish the Premier the greatest success when 
he goes home to the old countrv. I hope 
that, when those loans are fixed up and the 
Government are spending further loan money, 
t hc.v will see that it is spent in the best 
interests of the State from a reproductive 
point of view-that the waste will not go on 
which was mentioned by the hon. member for 
Bremer and other hon. members, but that we 
shall have some check at least on its expendi­
ture in order that it may be spent in the 
development of the State and the real 
interests of the people of Queensland. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): First 
of all, I want to make a short r-eph- to some 
of the cxphnations which have boon given 
c:uring the course of Lhis debate bv Gov(,rn­
mcnt members regarding how they fine! them­
selves on the Treasury benches. The hon. 
member for Bulimba referred to t~re distri­
bution of seats, and I want to s~"', »S I 
said prior to the election publicly, that the 
r·edistribution of seats was carried out accord­
ing to a studied plan. Take the clcctora,tes 
which I know something about-Toowoomba 
and East 'Ioowoomba. The hon. member 
fGr Bulimba said thar hon. membcts lud the 
privilege of going before tho Commission 

JJJ r. Robcrts.] 
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and making statements as to how the elec­
torates should be cut up, but I want to say 
t1mt eightcer:; months bcioro that Commi,sion 
was appointed, in the electorates of Toc­
woomba and East r:roowoomba rnon ir,twPsted 
in the Labour n1ovmnont wore settin~ out to 
cut up the doctorates in the way that the;; 
cunsidered to be in the interests of Lh•; 
Govcrrnncnt. I ca.n prove that C'l~rtain 
ii,quirics were made of public 1nen as to 
how certain boundaries ran, and when thr 
Tedistribution came out it was found that 
they had made the boundaries of Too­
woomba and East Toowoomba. ·when 
the Commissioners were in Toowoomba 
they asked me personally whal I thought 
of a.u electorate vhich \Yotdtl Lak·• in a 
CPrt.ain diYision and sho\v the Swamp a~ a 
bc.und ··ry. l said that it was nothii'g- lo do 
·with rnc, that it was their bu.;;iuc)S. \Ylwn 
the plans \YCre published it was seea tint 
i.hat lino had boon followed. showinh that 
tiwso men had all the informatiuo tlwy 
<lc;;;ircd bPf.orc thcv arriYed in Too\\OCJmba 
end lutd what they called a look round the 
electorate. I want to say <Juito ddbitcl;­
that th0'" ciid not keep in their minds the 
provisions of 1 he Act which govcr1JS the 
n distribution of electorates, w_hieh says that 
there shull be a certain quota., and a ~ntallee 
J:nmbcr of elector• than the quuU ma be 
allowed for a countrv cleCLorato and a 
greater nun1bcr for a cit'v electorate. L~t 1ne 
16ve two instances of what happened, the first 
m respect of the electorates of Cooroora. and 
Uympie. lf tho Comlnis;;;ioncr::i had kept in 
their minds the rule laid down in the Act 
and given less than the quota to the countrv 
P:ectoratcs, a portion of the electorate of 
Cooroont would have been attachL·d to tlw 
ele-ctorate of Uympie, and the Gympie seat 
wC>uld have been lost to Labour. 

Mr. CoLUNS: No; the lwn. member for 
Gympie got the biggest majority ever got by 
a Labour member for Gympie 

Mr. HOBERTS: If there is a man on the 
ot],er side y, ho will give an impartial judg­
ment, he will agree with the statement I 
am making that Gympic must have been 
lost· to Labour. Then \vhat happe1wd in 
the Ro"'wood electorate? To get the quota 
they did not go to the adjacent country, 
1vh_ich ~vou will a~9ume, owing to the googra­
phlcal nature of the country, they would 
have done. but they skipped the Brcmer 
electorate and the Ipswich electorate, and 
went to the other boundary and took in a 
portion of Oxley, with the rewlt that the 
Rosewood electorate was held hy Labour, 
because the men who formerlv voted Labour 
in that portion of the Oxley electorate voted 
for Mr. Cooper in Rosewood. Let me now 
deal with the ::\1crthvr and Fortitude Vallcv 
electorates. To look "at the fig-m·cs one would 
sav that the ::Werthvr electorate was won bv 
L>1hom·. but the Unite-d party reduced the 
rrH:jority of the bon. member for Fortitude 
Vallev. A s''ction was taken awav from the 
1\Ierthyr electorate and pl!t into 'the Valley 
electorate, where the Government knew that 
J\1r. "\Vihon could not be unseated. As the 
result of this unfair distribution. the United 
party has lost Mr. l\IIacgrcgor. the lat0 hon. 
member for ::Wcrthyr, and we have in his 
place Mr. M'Lachlan, representing Labour. 
I have nothing porsonaliv ag-ainst Mr. 
M'Lachlan, but I do say that the position 
hacJ rwen studied before the Commission was 
asked to carry out the work of redistribu­
tion. Let us now consider the Drayton, 
l>ittsworth, and Cunningham electorates. 

I~rh. Roberts. 

Will anyone say that there was a fair redis­
tribution there when two Country party 
seats were 'viped clean out? One hon. moni­
ber now represents that vast extent of 
country. 

:\1r. CoLLr;rs: What do you call a vast 
extent of country? 

:VIr. ROBERTS: That i' what we get 
fron1 a GovL'rl1nlent ho profC'd to give the 
ccuutrv people a fair deal. The Attorney­
Gencr;l savs that wo have nothing to corn­
pbin abot;t in the results that have been 
nrhir'v(cl. On his own figures vv(> fm-d that the 
Opposition rpprcst'nt a majoritv of 14.000 
in round figures, and that m face of the 
f t that the Government hold 43 seats as 
rrga in,t 29 held by the Opposition. But the 
ccnnbinPd Onnosition, repre~cnttng 29 seats, 
polled 19'.143 vote'<, and the Govf'l"nment, 
representing 43 seat-s, polle-d 182,357 votes. 

Mr. CoLLll\e>: Are those the official figures? 

::\Tr ROBERTS: They arc as official as we 
ran gPt thcn1. 

::\1r. CoLLTX.•: Arc they compiled from that 
return of yours? 

"'\Ir. ROBERTS: TheY are just as g-ood as 
tlH' fig;urcs given by the Attornoy-General. 
\Ye shall have the official fi[>;ures when the 
~talcment is }Jrint0d-it i-: no Lu~lt of, 1111nO 

t!1at it is not printed. I ~tAnd by rny hg:uTcs 
+o-ni::-ht. I want to show that the Opposition 
have- 6,832 votes for every seat the;' hold. 
as ag-mnst 4.241 votes for ever, seat neld by 
the Gon•rnmcnt. I would not take so much 
r•:s:cCJ>tion to this if it wCJ"e only a matter 
oi Country seats against city seats, but 
unfortunatelY that is not so. I do not wish 
to go into the figurt"o in detaiL hP<.'au.st~ I 
und0rstand that the leader of the Oppos1t10n 
has had certain fi.gures put into "Han~ard;" 
but, from my own lmowled[l;e. I can say that 
mor,o than one-third of the electorates held 
bv hon. ITlC'nlhers oppof;ite have. roughly 
st1eaking, considerably under 6.000 vott'rs. On 

t ho other hand. the number of 
[7.30 p.m.] electors represer;tcd by members 

of the Opnos1hon 1s anythmg 
br tween 7.000 and 7,500. As I said pre­
viouslv anvonc will see that the redJstnbu­
tion ,~·~s a;;cording to a very clo•ely studwd 
plan_ 

Mr. PEASE: Tell u-s something about the 
Commonwealth situatiun? 

Mr. FRY: What about the New South 
\YaJes ballot-box scandals? That is how the 
Labour party there selected then candidates. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Although the hon. mem­
ber for Bu!imba might have had cer~ctm 
ideas regarding the apprentiCeship cond1t10r;s 
in his mind. we have to recogmse that h_e B 
not in a position to have them put mto 
effect. :Mcml::ers of the Opposition J::ave to 
criticise the position as they find 1t. To 
show om· criticisms are justified, I w_ould pmnt 
out that the Secretary for P1~blw . Works, 
who is in charge of the apprentJCeshlJ? q':'-es­
tion. himself recognises that there 1s 1ust 
cause for complaint. The Pres1-dent of the 
Arbitration Court has gone so far as to say 
that the system will have to be altered. We 
have evidence in the remarks made by_ the 
hon. member for Ipswich that. the _positiOn 
broug-ht about by the. Apprenticeship Com­
mittee has not been satisfactory. \Ve have to 
recognise that 509 boys _made them~e)ves 
eligible under the app~e;1t1Cesh1p conditwns 
for employment, yet P?SJtwns were only found 
for 243 Let us examme some of the reasons 
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why positions wore not found for these 243. 
I haYe in my possession a list of occupation' 
where the employer is not allowed to engag•' 
an apprcutice unless he has a journeyman 
workin2!· wjth him. As one who knows some­
thing· of trades a.nd callings, I know that a 
]a.d is just as likely to learn a trade and 
bPcomo an efficient journ£~:\~man w·orking undor 
an Pl11 plo~r0r v. ho has no journeymen as j n a 
bu~ine~~ where twcn y-f-iYe or thirty journcy­
w_cn arP Pmp1o:vt>d. I fi11d that no apprcnhcP 
can. bP cngagP-d by a maP.l-er baker ernploying 
no JOnencyman. and the >J.,rnc position exi::~ts in 
the callings of cooper, electrical engineer, and 
saddle and harne.,s maker. To ilhutrate mv 
point I wish at th'' stage to bring before th:., 
IIouse ~ P<?;-;ition 'Yh1_ch ·was brought under 
1n:v noti('C' Hl connection vtith a saddle and 
hnnH'Ss rnakcl'. I made inquiric:;:; of the 
Director of Labour, Mr. Walsh. and I found 
that the position as related to me existed. 
A. young boy in Toowoornha was out of 
employnl<'nt. lie had an un.,le ,...-ho was a 
saddle and harness rnaker. \Yho said to the 
parent, "Send the boy ·down and I will giv~e 
him a cha,nce. If he shows any desire to 
follow the trad<', I will make him an efficic·nt 
trade~n:n:ln." ThP boy "Tas S(Hit down and 
shortlv aftn lw commenced work the fact 
\va~ broug-ht u11dcr ihe notice of an inspect~,_H' 
of labour. The inspector carried out his 
duties homst.ly and rightlv, and he pointed 
out to the uncle that he could not contin;w 
to cmplov thr• boy in his busirw<s bccau'o he 
\Y'-~S not. ernploying a journeyn1an. It v;~as 1-t 
tlns stagp thnt. the n1,'11lee wa~'j brouo'ht undt~r 
ll):V notlcr-. and I ·said~ '' I rccog~1isc thd.t 
und0r the Arbitration Court awards certai•1 
conditions art' laid down, and one possibly 
has been made in this direction; but it i.s 
vPr,~ unfair.'' After consultation ith the 
Director of Labour I found that thi., was 
correct. That is a colldition that reqLrireo 
altenng-. That ho: probabl~· would have bc­
corne an pff1rit•nt tradosn1an, but ho was prob­
ably out of work for months and months, ancl 
v:hPn hf' got a joh he ·was debarred from 
{'ontinui_·g in it. Tlwn again \Ve find that 
a bootmak{'r who d<?es not en1plo:v a journey­
man cannot appn~nbce a bov. \Vhat is wroncr 
\Vith a nw:-;tPr Lootmakcr ~havincr a bov 1~ 
order to teach him his trade? I~Ie has to ~arrv 
<;mt all the appr0nticeship conditions just a"s 
rf he had l<'n or twenty men working for him. 
In the clo1 h1ug trade, tailoring, and such 
llk~. no appr0t:Jtice can be ernployed nn1c;:;s 
a. JOurne:'ma_n 1s eng<iged. The same conrli­
tions ex1st lfl the following trades :-han'­
dressers, f'ngine-driving-there m1o-ht bo somt-. 
jmtific~tion for the condition _in. this calling_:: 
confectioner~. brcwenes, distilleries, jam­
makers, warehousemen, electro-platers and 
dental mechanics. Restrictions exist in all 
these trades and callings, which prevent tho 
boys of our. State having an opportunity to 
become efficient tradesmen. I am not blaming 
the Gqvernment. I recognise that the em­
ployers and employees go to the Arbitration 
Court and come to this arrangement them~ 
selves; but we who govern the State of 
Queensland in the interests of all Queens­
land, lf we co.nsider an injustice is being· 
done, haye a nght to call attention to it i" 
the hope of getting that injustice put rigM. 
I consequently welcome the recent amend~ 
mcnt to the Industrial Arbitration Act dealing 
with apprentices, and hope that every oppor~ 
tunity will be given to the boys of Queens­
land who desire to learn a tra.de to learn 
that trade. ' 

I have heen verv much struck with the 
Yory big figures that are contained in the 
" Tables Relating to the Treasurer's Finan­
cial Statement." I have made a few cai­
culations. but the more I look at the table< 
the more astounded I am that Queensland is 
not in a position oven worse than she is unfor~ 
tunately in to~day. \Ye have nothing to boaot 
about so far as our financial position is con­
cemcd. I have heard hon. members on the 
Govprnmcnt side Sa?~ing that things are an 
right, but I want to say, as one who travels 
up and down the country, that, so far as lhe 
\Yorkcrs are conePrncd, thing:;; arc all \vrong. 
It is a verv difficult matter for a man to~day, 
unlccq he {s a competent tradesman. to get a 
job in Queensland: and en'rv day we see 
the lc·scning of the opportunities of the 
vvorker. With the fig,ures I have in front of 
me we oug,ht to be able to do something 
totally diffenmt. The total amount of 
n;venue received b; the Government in 1914-
]5 from the taxpavers of Qneensland-we 
haye to remember that thno was no land 
tax in that year--·was £954,457. whereas in 
1921~22 the amount received was £3.~20,296, 
and in 1922~23. £3,330.885. I want to give 
one or t\YO points ~o far as taxa1 ion is con­
cerned whi-~h were quite unknown to the 
Govl'l'HmC'nt prim to 1915~16. [ find that 
the amount received from the land tax in 
1915-16-tho first yPar of its imposition-was 
£247.044. 

Mr. COLLINS: You used to be in favour of 
a land tax at one time. 

Mr. ROBERTS: In 1916~17 the revenue 
from the same solli'CP was £362.535; in 1917~ 
18. £344.547; in 1918~19, £578.253, in 1919~ 
20, £459,188; in 1920 21, £469.175: in 1921~~2. 
£480.518: and in 1922~23, £417.865-or a total 
taxation from this source of £3,359,123. 

At 7.40 p.m., 

Mr. F. \. COOPER ( llrcm, r), one of the 
panel of 'l'emporan· Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairma.n in the chair. 

Mr. ROBERTS: We receiYed stamp duty 
in 1914~1915 to the extent of £321.404, and in 
1922~1923 to the extent of £611,147. I am 
referring to this matter of stamp duty, 
because 1 recognise that it is one of the 
duties which, unfortunately, poor people also 
huvp to pa:. \Yhr>n fl rnan htlY~ <l prolH'l'h' 
he pays stamp duty. When in financial diffi~ 
culties anrl requiring an advance, he has to 
register securities and again pay stamp duty. 
Later, when releasing his securitiPs, he pays 
further stamp duty. Therefore, this sum of 
£611.147 is a point of considerable interest 
to the poor people of the State. In the 
matter of income tax we find that-

The receipts amounted to- £ 
1914~1915 517 273 
1915~1916 766.560 
1916~1917 756.292 
1917 ~1918 967.421 
1918~1919 1,677.335 
1919~1920 2 023.316 
1920~1921 2.410.171 
1921~1922 2.194.361 
1822~1923 2.149.607 

I have quoted these figures to bring before 
the House " statement which was made by­
the present Treasurer, when spE·aking on the 
Financial Statement in this House in 1912 
when in opposition. 

Mr. COLLIKS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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Mr. ROBERTS: I think I heard the hon. 
member for Bowen saying " Hear, hear !" 

Mr. COLLINS: My word yon did. 
Mr. ROBERTS: I think the hon. member 

for Bowon says that for the same reason that 
the present Treasurer made these remarks 
in 1912-

" Everyone in the community has paid, 
because it has been passed on. 'The con­
sumers are reall.1 paying the tax. It is 
passed on to them." 

A comparison of th<e hon. gentleman's 
speech at that 1 ime with his tables now 
·.yould show that things were flourishing 
then compared \Yiih to-day. \Vhereas we 
only got £954,457 from direct taxation in 
1914-1915,' in 1922-1923 wo took from the 
peo]1le of Qucensland-the workers­
£3,330.885. \Ye had considerable criticism 
from the hon. gentleman in 1912 in connec­
tion with our loan e'penditure. He said, on 
page 1247 of '· Halhard " for that year-

" This year they proposed to spend 
£2.835.250. That aLa is an inordmatel·.· 
highe-r rate of expcuditun~, and a ratP 
that this country cannot keep up. 

"Th0 Secretu-- for Railwavs: Why 
not? It is for rad\Hty building: 

" l\1r. THEODORE: The hon. member 
knows that it cannot be continued. He 
knows th..1.t his T'reasurer is pretty 
crnphatic upon that noint. and "·hen thcv 
tried to get loan mOnev ·for 'ivorks the; 
could not get it. uuti'i the,- arranged 
for \vork; whicl; would involve the 
expl•nditure of £3.000.000 in a voar, 
-~·hich ;, noi. onl:c a.n insane policy. but 
ono which they ea nnot carry out, be­
cause the,\ cannot get n1o11cy at a reason­
ablf' ratE~ of intcre:st to do so." 

Thi;:; ~'car proY~sion is ~nade for spending 
upwards of £5.000,000 o:· lo>J n ll!Otley. Sul'ely 
the pos-ILl:iJ ·c~ Ul'f~ not as fayourable no"\v 
as they \\'Pre in 1912. In 1912 the present 
Treasurer sta j ed tlHd· it "\vas an insane policy 
to burro1·; £3.000.000. and that the country 
could not st lllJ up to it. He ,~id-

" Sooner or later our country "\Vill be 
faced wi~h a ser~op':, position regarding 
the posibon of the difi::'t~rci1t industrie~." 

WD have long 'ince p;Lc<ed that po•ition. If 
hon. m cm bers lcok at the tables I quoted a 
few rnoll}Pnt.;; ago in conllc'ction with taxa­
tion, they will fllld t.hat the inc0me tax 
shows a rPduction. On this side of the 
House F>C\'e>ral YC'ar::~ arro we said that a 
cons1::-:tcnt incrpn.sQ coul(f not -continue. VVe 
see from the 'Trea'urcr's tables for the last 
three years that in each year there has been 
a reduct:on in the nrncunt of tax collected 
thercby B1Hnvlng a lc·sscr earning po\vcr o~ 
the part of the peonlc of Queensland. The 
hon. gentleman went on to sa'.~-

" When this party is on. that side they 
V\ ill adopt a policy hi eh will not involve 
an expenditure of £3,000.000 per annum, 
and 1 thmk thoro will be no necessity 
then to complain about the public works 
policy." 

I wish to remind hon. membr·rs t.lnt on that 
rncillotablc orcasion, when the hon. g-entle­
man criticised the then Government so tren­
ehantly on account of their loan propo als 
he went so far as to say that, 1vith a little 
adjustment of taxation, Queensl-nd could 
ea>ily build up to 200 miles o! ra ;l wa v& per 
ycm· at an expenditure of £1,000,000.' 

Mr. Cor,Lrxs: \Vould that not Le an ideal 
state of affairs? 

[Mr. Roberts. 

Mr. ROBERTS: It might be an ideal stat8' 
of affairs. It was ideal for the hon. gentle­
than to talk about building railways out of 
revenue when in opposition; but it is taking 
him all his time to build railwavs to-dav, 
even with the great amount of loan' money at 
his command. 

In the matter of building railways and of 
loa.n money, I wish to call artemiDn to the 
way in which the Gon'rnmont jugg-icd "ith 
thE' Loan Fund. That is one of th0 mPihods 
which is ansWf~raLlc for the> result of t.ho 
c·Jcctions. 1 "\Yill cite two instances. We 
have seen \\here they juggled iu th~ spending 
of monev on raih:rav construction work. At 
T.oowvoiT1ba \VO haY~e \York going on knO'iVll 
as the ·willowburn works. vYh.it is the 
pcsition? I have-to recognise that thP hon. 
It 1ombcr for ToowumnbR, th,_~ Hon. F. T. 
Brennan. has done his best io gPl thie work 
pushed on, but this is \Yhat he said in 1920-

" .He (Mr. Bn•nnan) had promised two 
things, butcher shops and railwa.v engine 
sh~cls. Rega.rding c'ngine shech. he (Mr. 
Brennan) tol·d Mr. Fihellv he ,vcmlcl not 
stand aP,-ain for ToLnvooinba urdc~.-:: the 
engino sheds Vi"f'l"e gone c.n wlth. bubse­
ouuntlv he> (1\Ir. l3renuan) rccc·ivcd a. 
le: ter and the works went on." 

That was what i.he hon. gen!iennn said at 
Tc-0\VOom be prior to the eicl'tion,; ; n 1920, 
nnd \VC kno·w thosP \YOrks did go on. V\~c­
klJOW aLo that shodJy a.£1er th0 c·lection~ 
ihe.v \Vrre -closed .do\Yll~, and. a:;; a result of 
that closing down, ()ueenslan<l has kct some 
thothands 'of pounJ~ j,hrough tht" -f.l<tnlrtg·c­

dnne to the work which 1vas then left 
unfin i:-:hcd. As I pointf1 d out a f,_,w nil::ht' 
<l!XO, last year we asked that this \Vork n1ight. 
be recommenced, a.nd \Ye \\·ere told th.,t there 
"as no mane-:· ayailable; bnt, \,·hen i..ho clec­
t;0DS came on uncXllC'Cicdly, this work wa -. 
ir,rncdiate]y started, and I ,yas soJn('"\\·hat 
rnnccrned ns to ho1v 1 he-~< thill[{S \VL"rP 

l>row~·ht about. I saw works beiu~ coin­
m.onccd in n1any plarcs. con3C1:luciJtl.\'- I have 
gone to the trouble during the bst fC\, '.\'0l'ks 
to n1akc some inquiriP~. The Estirnatc~ fo1~ 
thr current year were t.,bled the other night. 
,,nd l noti· c in those Estirrwtes thai there 
HO sums of money to be vowd for railway 
c:Jnstrnrtion works in various centr(';;;;. The­
sum of £20.000 is 'l't clown 011 the Estim~tes 
for the engine shed at Toowoomba. Seeing 
that we haYe £20,000 on the Estim.Hco for 
that work. uno would think rhcre woulJ b" 
ne need for the Assistant Homo Sccrf'tary ~ 
tltP hon. n1ernber for Too'ioroomba. to addre-q;; 
the men at \Villowburn work,; as he addressed 
tl,em la"t Tuesday to show them that he 
had done all that he could to get them con­
iinued in their employment and the job 
pus.hed along to completion. He saio:l. l,m,-­
CYer, that, owing to the shortage of loan 
rnone': and the urgent necessity for proc·eed­
ing with work in the BurncU distt·id. the 
work cDuld not be cornplet£·,d. Evidcntl!.­
a nun1ber of these n1en .have to h::- put out 
of employment. How is the hon. gentleman 
going to square that statement, with the 
>tatement he made in 1920? If he could 
influence the Trea,m·cr of t.he dav. J\ir. 
Fihellv. to start those work> in 1920 for 
f] 1octio"'rlcoring purposes, as I olairn, and then 
'tart them again just before th2 election 
in 1923, Jnd then S<'e that £20,000 are placed 
or. the Estimates this year for th~so works, 
how is it that those works cannot lJe con­
tinued? The reason that thev can cot be 
continued is that the money was spent prior 
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to the elections; consequently I am justified 
in saying that these works wer" recommenced 
to try and buy that electorate for tho Govern­
ment. Probably £12,000 out of the £20,000 
on the Estimates of this year has already 
been spent, and there is only something like 
£3.000 or £9,000 loft to carr0 on the work 
during the current year, and that is why the 
ewn were told last Tuesday that they could 
nc.r be continued in their employment. The 
climax was reached at that mec·ting when a 
member of the Toowoomba Labour clt·ctim1 
committee a.ddressed the men and appealed 
to thorn-not to help the \\cJrkNi', but to 
help a cert:cin function in order to p»y the 
expenses ot t.he last 'I'oowoomba elertion. 
'-Tust imagine it! l\ien \vere Lcing disrnl~-.cd, 
and then this man had the audacit• to aek 
them to contribuie io the expenses of the 
recent election. It only shows the position 
which some men take up. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Is not that dcmoc1·ae,y? 

::Ylr. ROBERTS: If he asked these men to 
contribute to some1 hing that was going to 
find thelll or other men employment, nothing 
further could be said. The action of the 
Goyernment in connection with the \Villow­
burn works doe" not do the Government 
credit. 

The present Treasurer used to be verv 
critical on the matter of expenditure and 
he contended that the country could not 
stand an expenditure of £3,000,000 a vear 
from loan n,wney. Here is sorneth ing 'that 
the Auditor-Genera] has told the Treasurer 
since he occupied that position. In his report 
for 1918-19 the Auditor-General says-

" There is now a world-wide demand 
for economy in respect to public expendi­
ture, and, in Yie\V of the deficit, of the 
past three year,,, together with the infor­
mation conveyed by the figures in general, 
appearing in the n:~port, it js obvious~ 
if the financial stability of the State is 
to be maintained-that the gravity of 
the present •ituation and the risi< in 
regard to the future call for thoughtful 
rcflec6on.'' 

There is no doubt that the subsequent f1gures 
show how comple1ely the Treasurer has dis­
regarded his own principles and ignored the 
pointed hint of his chic£ financial a<h·i"er. 
Since the Auditor-General spoke, the annnal 
expend1ture has gone on mounting up, as 
follows:-

1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 

£ 
9,587,531 

11,266.909 
12,591,201 
12,499.969 
12,784,382 

And, according to the Budget we have before 
us to-day, we are asked to make provision 
for an expenditure of £13.057,063 this finan­
cial ~·ear. I ask, in all seriousne·s, what do 
the Government think about this increase in 
expenditure year after year? \Ve cannot 
keep extracting this a.mount of money from 
the people of the State year after year and 
expect progress to be made. The Government 
are reducing the staff at Willowburn and 
this applies to all construction works th;ough­
out Queensland. No doubt, these men would 
have been l'etrenched weeks ago but the 
Government were considerate enough to keep 
thell'_l on untJl they would be eligible to 
receJve the l.lnemployment allowance under 
the Unemployed Workers Insurance Act. If 
the Government intend to run their railway 

construction policy by keeping the men 
working six or seven months in the year 
and then allowing them to receive the allow­
ance under the Unemployed Workers Insur­
ance Act for the balance of the year, it is 
not a statesmanlike policy. It appears to 

me that that is what they have in 
[8 p.m.] their minds. They will find 

employment in certain parts of 
the year, and say to these men, "You are 
contributing your 3d. a week, and for the 
rest of the year you can look for some 
financial assistance from the fund." That is 
not my idea of giving assistance, and I do 
not think the general body of workers want 
that. If I understand them rightly, they 
want permanent employment; and if the 
country \\as managed wisely, there would be 
no reason why employment should not be 
available for them; but we want very dif­
ferent conditions to what we have had in 
the past two years. We want freedom for 
men to work, and freedom for men to spend 
their capital, and if that is given we shall 
see the country moving along. 

I just want to refer briefly to the speech 
made by the hon. member for Nundah the 
other night. Some exception was taken to 
his remarks on that occasion by the hon. 
member for Herbert, who interjected that 
the amount of £2,862,705 which the hon. 
member for Nundah mentioned as the actual 
amount received in connection with the 
American loan did not include the 620,000 
dollars retained in America for the purpose 
of a sinking fund. Since these remarks were 
made bv the hon. member for Nundah the 
matter ·has been verv closelY looked into, 
•::ith the result that' the statement of the 
hon. member still holds good. The amount 
quoted is thD same as that which is men­
tioned in the Treasurer's Financial State· 
ment of 1922, and also in Table G2 of the 
Treasurer's tables issued this '7ear. Com­
paring this with the details g1ven in the 
A uditor-Gcnmal's report for 1921-1922, there 
is practically an agreement-there is a small 
disr n•pa!1C\c of £2.570. probably accountable 
for by some expenses which at that time 
harl not be2n finalised. 

These are tho Auditor-General's figures­
Proceerls converted and remitterl to 

Lonrlon .. dnlbrs l0,7PO,OOO 

Proceeds an conversi0n at 3"fl2-! to 
3'96! . . . . . . !'2.739 08.5 

Add fl20,000 dollars retdned in 
Amer'ca:~ 

520.000 dollars neeu in 
America .. £106,861 

100,000 dollars later re-
mitted to l1risbane at 
a profit 2~, 121 

120,085 

Total.. . . . . . . £2,~69,070 
Deduct 18,405 dollars (engraYing, &c.) :1,705 

Net realisation .. £2,RG5.275 

That is, the amount of £2,862,705 quoted 
from the Treasurer's Budget Speech of 1922· 
1923 includes the profit on conversion and 
the 620,000 dollars retained in America." The 
interest payable (7 per cent. on 12,000,000 
dollars) is 840,000 dollars per annum. If 
dollars could be bought at par value (4.866 
for the £1 sterling), the rate of interest on 
the net realisation (£2,862, 705) would be £6 
Os. 7d. per ceht. per annum. The average 
rate of conversion for payment of interest 
last year would be approximately 4.45 
dollars for £1 sterling, and the rate of 

Mr. Robe?'ts.] 
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interest on net realisation £6 11··'· 10d. per 
cent.-that is, 19s. per cent. more than the 
rate stated in last year's Budget Speech. 
I desire to make that statement, because the 
hon. member for Herbort seemed very 
emphatic in his contradiction of the hDn. 
member for Nundah, and it is only right 
that tho posit.ion should be made quite clear. 

Mr. PEASE: Is that the first or the second 
loan you are referring to? 

Mr. ROBERTS: Those arc the figures 
which were challenged by the hon. member. 

\Vith regard to the subject of railway 
freights, which has been freely discu od, 
I made inquiries at the Railway Depart­
n1_f'nt this Inorning with regard to the 
111attcr. as I do not wish to quote an5Tthing 
which is not likl'ly to bo cor·roct, and I 
obtained full information. Tho following 
table sho"s the old and now rates of freight 
on Inaizo and vvhoat :~ 

--------

:'\Iaize. }Iaize. \Ybeat. 
3Iiles. Old New Qlcj 

Rate. Rate. Rate. 

8. d. 8. d. " d.. s. d. 
1 to 10 1 0 4 6 1 (i :l 3 
1 to 1ii 1 n 5 2 1 () 3 (i 
1 to 20 2 2 5 9 2 2 3 !l 
1 to 2.) 2 7 6 5 2 7 4 1 
1 to 30 3 1 7 0 3 1 4 4 
1 to 35 3 6 7 7 3 6 4 7 
1 to 40 3 11 8 4 3 11 4 10 
1 to 45 4 4 n 3 4 4 5 4 
1 to 50 4 10 n ]] -1 ]() 5 11 
1 to 55 5 3 10 6 5 3 6 3 
-----· 

I may mention that there IS a terminal 
charge of 6d. added to the t1mounh 
quoted in the second column of rates; for 
ir;stance. the dC]11lrhnont will first. of all 
quote 4s., and thcn thc·re is a terminal 
charge of 6d. in addition. Thoro is 
anoth(•r direction in which tho consumer in 
the countrv is affected. Th" mineral cbs~ 
rates have 'been increased as follows:-

Class M, from 12s. 6d. to 14s. 4d., or 
equal to 9 per cr'nt. ; Class A, from 18s. 
Bel. to £1 2s. 1d .. or 10 ner u_nt; Class 
B, from £1 13s. 3d. to- £2 Os. 4d., m 
20 per cent. 

:Yicrchandise-Class 1, from £2 13s. 
1d. to £3 3s. 10d., or an inrt·caso of 20 
per cent. ; Clas.; 2, from £3 19s. 7d. to 
£4 15s. 4d., or 17~ per cent.; Class 3, 
from £5 9s. 5d. to £6 10s. 7d., or an 
increase of 20 per cent. 

'I'hc men to whom I am now going to refer 
arc those who tak0 up a Ci'rbin class of 
,,.ork in their hour of need-i.e., woodcutters. 
This ronccrns hon. Illf'Jllbers on thL' Uon~rn­
n1cnt side as \V('ll as Oppo;:,ition rnt'nlbcr~. 
A lot of people iur"! their ationtion to g"t 
hng a truck Df \Vood and sending it into i lto 
town when timcs are bad. Ilow has the 
department treat<'d them . 

The old rate for a large eight-wheeled 
wagon for 10 miles was Ss. 3d., and it has 
been increased, \vith a terminal charge of 
1s. 6c.l., to 18.,., or by no loss than 135 por 
cent. As tho hon. member for Warwick 
pointed out, an increase of that kind in 
height on ihe railways affects two classes. 
It ftrst of all affects the worker in the city, 
because we have to recognise that he is a 
larg-e consun1er of vyood. The average man 
with a cottage uses wood as against any other 
fuel. Then again, it ·seriously affects the 
man \vho geb it. They work long hours 

[Jir. Roberts. 

and very often are up all night. Some of 
them, on the average, would not rnakt~ more 
than Ss. a day at wood drawiug-I arn not 
~pcnking of the nH~Il \rho own the ·wood. but 
of those vvho get it. An increa.5e in the 
n~ih\ a;: rate means a vory great dca] to 
those men. For 20 miles the old rate was 
lls. lld.. and the new rate with the te•·­
rninal charge again of ls. 6d., brought it up 
to 19s. 4d. That beconws a vcrv heavv tax. 
Then again, take the freight ~n catt'k I 
have to rero<(niso that the Government did 
mako some reduction some time .ago, anJ I 
'1, ant to give thr-n1 credit for doing it. I 
am rPmincled that just prior to the eh'ciion 
one hon. n1on1bcr \vas taking crc·dit for hav­
ino· been the rneans of gettina this rcduction, 
a1;d actually inspired a pa~·ap-raph in ihe 
Press-t-o my af-tonishmcnt--sC'tting out that 
it had hcen 'granted o-wing to rE'prcsPntation" 
which he had made. But. if vou look at 
the " General Notice::;" which the Railway 
Department iseuP. yon will find that this verv 
c:onrPssion had bl•en gTanted full~, a n1on1 h 
before this man was taking credit for it. 

Mr. RroRDAX: \Yho was it' 

:vir. ROBEUTS: ='Jen'r mind who it was­
ut anv rate it was not the hon. n1embC'r. 
Fm· ai't cigbt-wheP1Pd cati.lc truck ihe rha,·gp 
for 100 n~i le, in 1915 was 80s .. and in 1919 
it had been incrPasecl to 139s. 3d. For the 
same sized truck fm a disiance of 200 mile" 
tlw eharge in 191 'i was 1·~6l. 6d., and at the 
pr<.-ent time tho charge is 244s. 6cl For 
300 rnilr·s the "harge in 1915 was 202s. 6d., 
and at t.lJC prPscni time it is 323s. 9d. 
Thew figures show that the inc,·easo for 100 
n1iiPs has !wen 59s. 3d., for 200 miles 98s .. 
rued for 300 miles 12ls. 3d. TbosP arc very 
hf avy inrr0ases, anll in other classes of 
freight thc same thine; exists. 

There is another maiter wiih which I »·ish 
to deal if time permits-a matter on wbieh 
the Governmf'nt used to pride themsclve:'. 
ihnt is. the nationalisation of hospitals. I 
can remember some of ihe speedic-· hon. 
1n~rnbers opposite .rnac1P on this subject. It 
was a great plank in their platform. 

:vir. GLEDSOK: You signed that plank, _;ou 
knO\'L 

Mr. ROBF.RTS: I ncYer denied it. I have 
n<•vPr -denied anvthinp- I have clone: I am 
n0t asham0<l of it. \Vhat I do regret is 
that I havQ to-nigoht to rnake a reference 
to the far·t that the Govrrumrnt in power, 
who rall them~elve" a Labour Govcrnnwnt-

ho sav that thev look after tho intere,ts 
of the 'poor and the dmYntrodden. the sick 
f!nd thP di~t-rcsSf'{·1-a1low a cond1t1on of 
Affair·• to Pxi't \vhich pro•nnts the Medic a! 
Superintendr'nt of the Brisbane Hospital. 
J)r_ :Y1cLean, to make the roport for J 922 
''hich was laid on the table a day or twD 
ngo. Further, I want t-o remind hon. mC'l11-

hPl' that I have hare a I•D his rrnort for 
1921. in which he drew attc'l•tion to the 'ame 
condition of affairs. What action did the 
Go~:ernnH'nt t-ak0? Is a similar report 1ikely 
to he mrr1e again next :vPnr? I propose to 
:·eau both of them to sbow hrm. mombet:s 
hmv the Government are to blame. Tins IS 

what he wrote in 1921-

" 0VERCROWDIXG. 

"Last :~ear I brollght under notice 
tho inrr0asing- denutnd on the resources 
of ihe hosnital. Other imtitutions are 
in similar difficuliics. so one cannot expect 
any relief from them. For many years 



Supply [30 Aum;s:;;. Supply. 747 

pa·,t there has been no increased accom­
modation for the sick poor to cope with 
the mcreawd ]JOpulation. 

"Cases arrive hero from all over 
Queensland. and it is one long struggle 
to find accommodation for patients. 
VV ards normally rontaining nineteen 
beds often have thirtv Jl'Htients, the 
-excess nun1l)crs bei11g :r)Iaccd on voran­
·dahs in all sorts ~f weather and on 
strdchPrs in the wards. All departments 
!wvc the 'ame troulJ!c. and the position 
1s accentuated bv deficient lavatory 
accmnrrwdation and store rooms. 

"Con1plaints arc 1nade because 
prd.ients :ue not admitted and also 
because it is necessary to 'send borne 
those ·who are best abio to rnake roorn 
for others in more need. The number 
of cases that have to lw spnt home by 
ambulance IS a sad reflection on the 
ac,ommodation and the neccssitv for the 
increase.'' V 

What does Dr. J\.lcLcan say in his report 
l'or· 1922?-

" The most important trouble in the 
hospital. and one v:hich is a constant 
sourcP of anxictv. is tho continued oyer­
crowding. PatiPnts are kept on unsuit­
able couches in wards and on verandahs. 
The ventilation is insufficient inside the 
'Yards. and tho~e outside on the veran­
dahs an' E'Xl10sed, particularlv in '"inter, 
to the indenwncies of the w(,athcr. 

" In spite of all attempts to meet the 
·(kmanch it is necessary to often refuse to 
admit cases and even so1n0timc-; to warn 
mnbu1an('C'S to onl;7 bring dc·sperate cases. 
Complaints naturally arise both horn 
those ''"ho a>·e refused admiosion and 
fronr those vd1o are r<_·questcd to leave 
to make 1·oorn for those much worse than 
thev are. The attPntion of the nur•<>S 
1nu~t suffer under such conditions. The 
Iavatorv .1ccomrnodation IS also over­
taxed. • 

" The position of the Brisbane Hospital 
is sitni]ar to that existing In other 
States. The accommodation IS o;.~er-
taxed. The condition becomes more 
acute every year and the sick poor who 
mnst depend on hospital treatment are 
not receiving the attention that is nece>­
sary. The whole matter requires graYll 
consideration. The increase of two or 
three wards does not meet the cliffieultv. 
as wii h n1ore wards n1ore nurses alld 
n1ore equipment. increased ac~.;onnnoda­
tion at the nurses' home. improved 
laundry etc., are required. 

"It is time that the whole futuro of 
the hospital be considered. and nlans 
1nado for its pcnnanent iinprovci:nent, 
'vith a view to fully meeting- the demands 
for treatment of those who are unable 
to afford medical and private hospital 
fees. 

"\Ve must recognise the fact that the 
11opulahon is increasing, that the ho.spi­
ta l is called on to treat case; from all 
over QuPemland, that no proYision to 
cope with the increase has been made 
for n1anv vcars. and that the tir!!e haq 
arrived 'to' comider the preient condi­
tion of the ho.,,pital and its ability to 
cope with the demands laid on it for 
.tnany vears ahead. 

'"Yours obediently, 
"J. C. McLEA"'· 

"Medical Superintendent." 

I recognise the difficulty that the Brisbane 
General Hospital was in at the time the 
Government took control. I do not desire 
to blame the Government for their action, 
because I believe that at that time the 
hospital was right up against it. 

The bell indicated that the time allowed 
the hon. member under the Standing Orders 
had expired, 

Mr. IUORDAN (Burke}: This year I. for 
one, expected to see a united Opposition. 
\Ve hear-cl a ,-ood deal about the conference 
that took pla7:e at Rockhampton as well as 
the one that took place at Emu Park. The 
hon. member for Oxle·· c·amc back from Rock­
hampton and said f,hat he was going to 
create a unitPd partv in this Chamber. The 
hon. member for Rockhampton reminds me 
that the hem. member for Oxley has again 
gone to Rockhampton to resuscitate that 
party. I think that to-day the Opposition 
are even more divided than before the "Cnited 
party came into this House. The hon. mem­
ber for Dalby has generously giYen way to 
allow of the formation of a united Opposi­
tion. He did not want to hang on to the 
,.pails of cffice. 

:VIr. FRY: The spoils of office ! 

::\1r. ·RIORDAN: The position of leader of 
the Opposition carries an extra £200 in 
salary. Every hon. n1ember opposite \vas 
fighting for it-there were six or seven 
aspirants for the position. 

Mr. FRY: That is not so. Every hon. mem­
ber opposite fights for the position of 
Minister. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The Nationalists claimed 
that while the hon. member for Dalbv was 
leader of the Opposition there could he no 
unity. That gentleman has now relinquished 
that position, and we find the Elphin -tone 
party, the Bar ne' party, and two or three 
other dJffcrcnt parties sitting in opposition. 
Practically every hon. member opposite is 
a party on his own. I am not a bit worried 
over that, but I would like to see a united 
Opposition, just to see how they would fare. 
I have been in this Chamber for five vears, 
ancl I have soon the Opposition divided all 
the time. I would like to see what sort of 
a stunt they would put up if there was a 
united Opposition. It is really a shame to 
take the money when one goes to the coun­
try. because it is just a cao,e of the Labour 
parh contmuing to roll home without any 
struggle. \Ye like a fight, and when we are 
defeated in a flght we are always prepared 
to put up with it. For years the Labour 
party sat in opposition. 

:Mr. FRY: And will again. 

:\1r. RIORDAN: \Yhen we returned from 
the elections after we were defeated we took 
our defeat like anv party should. We were 
prepared to abide "by the will of the people. 
\Ye have heard hon. members opposite trying 
to excuse their downfall ever since this Par­
liament met. Their downfall is attributed to 
the fact that the people of Queensland did 
not want any more of the type of Govern­
ment which adYocate black labour and all 
other things that mean low wages and the 
keeping down of the bottom dog. 

Mr. FRY: Your Government are sacking 
1 hem every day now, and they are getting 
no wages. 

Mr. RIORDA::'<: It was my intention to 
confine my remarks to the Estimates-in-Chief, 

Mr. Riordan.] 
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but as I shall be leaving on a tour of my 
electorate, commencing on Sunday next, I 
would not like to allow this opportunity to 
pass wit bout ha Ying a little to say in the 
interests of the people I represent. 

The chief intention of myself, along with 
other g·entlemen who are going in the party 
on this tour, is, to my \vay of thinking, in the 
interests of the State anJ in the interests of. 
opening up a portion of the State that has 
been long neglected by different Govern­
ments. There ar8 men going in the party to 
the Gulf country to sec if it is suitable for 
sheep-raising. \V,, have ballots taken in con­
nection with land in which 1,000, 1,200, up 
to 1.500 applications are received for each 
block. The Government have announced 
their intention of resuming freeho!ds in West­
ern Queensland-::\1arathon, Saltern Creek­
and anoth0r holding in Southern Queensland. 
I predict that, if tlw Government go on and 
the Land Court fixes a rental which the 
selector will be able to bear. there will 
be anything from 2.000 to 5,000 applicants 
for those blocks. I hope that the compensa­
tion to be paid will not be so high as to be 
a burdcu heavy enough to break dcnvn thH 
intention of closer settll'ment. Hon. membPrc 
oppo,ile arc continuh 110 howling that the 
railways are not paying. I an1 not one \vho 
exp{.•cts our raihvJys to pay for rnau~· ypars 
1 o come. I think the lines should be extended 
to a'sist settlement, but not built through 
large holdings unless it is the intention of 
the Government to resume those holdings. 
There should be anything from ten to fifteen 
families on each holding, and return­
ing a good hying to the pcoplP ::;ett!~._~d 
thercon. '1\) show tlH' dc-rnand that there is 
for shf·ep country, let rnc state that !lw ,Ec~ 
gentlcmcn arc going up to han' a lnck at 
the Gulf countrv. and, if it is suitable for 
sher'p-rai~ing-, they are prepared to find 
£100.000 for the purpose of shecp-rai .ing. 
They are going lo do that in this State, 
which hon. men1bcrs opposite contend has 
brrn ruined b': the Labour Government. The 
Gulf country· has been for a long time the 
meat-produr·ing portion of this S'ate. \Ye 
know that at the present time the meat 
market is not good, and the cattle-grower" 
in the Gnlf countrY are unable to market 
thPir product'. The position has been a 
s<'rious one from their point of view. and if 
sheep-raising can be carried on u.p there it 
will give a new leaee of life to the Gulf 
country and assi!'t in obtaining a return from 
land that is now lying idle. There has been 
an attack made bv hon. members opposite 
in regard to the Government State stations 
policv. Tlw Government policy in that dirPC­
tion IS not a bad policv. I am not going to 
crv down the State etations because they 
have made a loss. If the same market had 
continued after the purchase of the State 
strrtions as existed before that purchase, the 
State stations would have turned out one of 
the bigi[est successc' in the enterprises 
embarked upon b;c this Government. The 
La hour Government. in the first place, were 
unfortunate in accepting the recommendation 
of Mr. Bunning regarding the appointment 
of their manager. ThB man the,- got was 
unsuitable. This is not the first time that I 
have mentioned that gentleman. \Vhen I 
came into this House first, I think I pointed 
out that the man was unsuitable for the 
position he vvas in. 

If t,here was a return to pre-war prices 
for cattle, the State stations under the 
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present management would not be long 
in picking up the losses they are now 
showing. The Government hold the cattle, 
and there is another wav 'out of the dllliculty. 
The Government to-dav "conduct Stat~e lnncher­
Rhops throughout Que-ensland. If thc ~t.a~e 
stations wore to klll their bt'of anu sell It 
over t.he block to the con;umer. it should 
return 6d. per lb .. and at !Pa•t £8 per head, 
without taking into aceouni the by-products._ 

The Conunissionnr for State 
[8.30 p.m.] Enterprises, until jnsl quite 

recently, has allo'.• ed Mr. Uar­
butt, of Townsvillo, who is c•ppo• .. 'd to the 
(;overnmont, to kill all the cattle for the 
State shops there. The State shops sold the 
carcases over thfl block, and .Mr. Lia rbutt, 
in addition to being paid hi~ charges for tho· 
killing retained the b::-produrts. Since the 
privatl; butcher shops have been in ~ompc­
ti(,ion with th0 State butcher shops 111 the 
open rnark.l•t, and on the lowest rnaykL't we 
lwYe had 111 Queensland for oome t1me. the 
businpss of the Si ate ' 1rops and th<' profit& 
lu .. vo increased, simply br:.nauoo tho State has 
taken up tho killing and. handlmg of Its, own 
ea ttle. rfho same Condl hon:3 prOY <-l.l] Od aJl 
down the coast until a couple of yc_I s L1rk. 
I do not; •know for certain whether the State 
is killing its own cattle in connection wit:h 
all their State shops; but if it is not. It 
s!toulJ do. If it is not, it should eiihf'f kill 
its own cattle or take the cattle from the• 
small grazipr anJ put them over the block 
for him. With beef selling at 6d. per lb. he 
should then got a fair return fOl· his cJttle. 
Tbcre are HHlllF Emall cattlerncn lH bn5lllCSS 

to-dav. ~lost 0£ thon1 haYc sprung up sinc0 
il10 auvent of this Govcrnn1ent, \\ ho have 
tn&do it possible for them to go on the land. 
These n1en, unfortunately, ~tuckcU up on a. 
top market. whPn ea ttle >vere £1J .. per !JCad, 
nnd consequent! v had thmr rcn t;:; n···~t.~~;~se.d 
on a value basis of £14 per head. I admit 
the Lands Department ha,, been generous 
i.cwarJs small selectors who haYe made• appli­
c,,tion for time to pay their rents witLout 
penalty. But this is not going to get tho 
small man out of his difficulty. I know 
certain gentlmncn arc working t? try and 
n~sist the cattlo industr.v out of J ts prc.sent 
cLfficultv. but their prospects are not too 
brig,ht. " In the cour'.e oi the dcbate on the 
Address in Reply, I mentioned that the 
Govenuncnt had guaranteed to a. co-operative 
company a loan of £20,000 for the establish­
ment of a boiling-down and canmng works at 
Karumba at the mouth of the Norma.n 
River. in' the Gulf of Carpentaria. Some of 
mv friends said that they would only can for 
a cfe\\ months in the vear, and that there i& 
no markct for canned meats. Me<tt can be 
chilled in the Gulf and a market car, be 
found for it. What we -did not chill we could 
can. I am sure tha.t, when those works com­
mence. thev will give to tlw cattleman a 
b('tter rctur"n than hP is now gettinrs frorn the­
~eahvorks. "Sm'ith's '\~Ycekly" of 25th 
August last had a very good ar·ticlc on the 
beef industry, and dPalt \nth the ~!uestwn 
why " dummy" cannot afford. to buy Lee£. 
\Ve hear certain men a-dvoc&Ung the open­
ing up of trade wit,b the East and the Island& 
;n connection with the cattle industry. Sugar 
can be produced in the Islands, wher.e wages 
are 1%. per day, at £9 por ton. ~nd the 
population there cannot afford to o':y our 
!we£. The population IS certamly m the 
F'tst but they cannot afford to purchas<> our 
b~ef' at the price it will cost to put it on 
the Eastern market, because of the low rate 
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Df wages there. If there is a pos,.i bility of 
establishing- trade with the East, tha.t pr ssi­
.bility rests with the Gulf, bcc·wse it is only 
seven .davs' ,ail from the Eastern market, 
and bee( can be landed there much cheaper 
than if shipped at Dricbane There have 
b>cn certain interests at all times working 
agaimt the establishment of works in the 
Gulf and the killing of the beast where 
it is grown. vVe know that the Ameri­
can meat trust have a lot of money 
invested in meatworks, outside Towns· 
ville, and we also have the Qnecnsland l\1ea.t 
Export Company operating close to Towns· 
ville, with anYthing up to £500.000 invcetced 
there. rrhere is a verJ strong influence work­
in;; against the small cattleman doing any, 
thing for himself. Mr. Philp. a. P'll\ 0f the 
loto Sir Robert Philp, ridicules the id,,a of 
establishing meatworks in the Gulf. I do not 
' a.nt to debate the question with Mr. Philp, 
but, from what I have seen of the cattle in­
dustry, it pays better to kill the cattle where 
they arc grown than to drive them 400 or 500 
miles, and then rail them for another 400 or 
500 miles under crude methods to the market. 
The late Sir Robcrt Philp, who at one time 
rcpresentccl Townsville in this House, cxcr­
eisecl a big infhwnce in keeping the• Gnlf 
back. The trark of C'loncurrv ehould have' 
bf'Cll with the Gulf. rrhe rail:;~ \V£' re actua11 V 

at Kormanton to construct a railwav frori1 
Normanton to Cloncurry, but. on account of 
the weaknc~< of the :i\'orthern representation 
and on account of t11c ~tr0ngth of numbers of 
Southern n10mbcrs and the members rf'ln·c­
scnting con-.:,tii.ncnciP" on tho ea~tPrn sea-f'cast, 
the trade of Cloncnrry "ae brought to Towns­
vi) le. The remit i, that the• producte of 
C'loncnn·.v arc railed 600 mil0s. in ::;piic of 
th•' fact that there is a port within 220 mile' 
of that town. If that is the way to devdop 
the State, thou I do not k:JOv,- too much 
a bout dcve1oping thr~ Stab-,. l-lcvedir g to 
the < ~lftle industrv. if the cattle-g-rower kilis 

"his O\rn beef. HwrC is no rnPon \vhv b(~ fdro11lrl 
uot get a better return than he· is getting 
to-day. " Smith's ~Weekly" Bta.tc;-· 

" Beef on the hoof in Qnccmland 
fetches an average price of £8 12s. 6d. a 
beast. 

"In ~"·drwv and ~lf'lbournc th0 sn.n1v 
bea"t bring; £23 12s. 6d. and £28 rc~pcc· 
tively. · 

"The difl'crenc.; rcpresents the harvest 
of the carcase butcher and t.he other 
middlemen. 

"It representg also the ruin of the 
producer and the starvation of tho ccrc­
sumel·. 

"The American beef trust alreadv 
controls largely the \\ orkings of the 
Australian cattle industrv vVhen the 
subsdy of ~d. a lb. Oll • exportt•d beef 
was granted by the CommOn'.' calth. the 
London market dromwd. ~When i·hc 
Quecnslond Government rcdnc>"rl freight', 
the London market dropped again. 

" The America.n interC'sl" which control 
the London beef marke:· saw to this 
checkmating of Govcrnn!ontal assistance. 
1Jn1ess thof'e intorcsh in turn ar0 chc~-:>kH 
mftted Australia will soon be imporrin.£( 
chilled beef from t.he trust's works in 
the Argentine. 

" At least one of the moves towards 
such a checkmate is indicated herewith." 

"Smith's Weekly" also deals with Australia 
handling her meat and putting it upon the 

market in a better manner than it has been 
rr1arkotod pl'eviOusly. During th~3 'V'-ll' all 
thl cattle that it was possible to S<•cm·e in 
Queensland wore boughi, sla.ughteeed, and 
riumpcd over the other side of tl-w world. 
\·\hen tho 'var collap'-icd a large quantit of 
inferior meDt \'\·as left on the n1arkets t.lwrc'. 
1nd A u:"tralian rneat in -consequence scr·ured 
a bad nmne. .A..rgcntina deYoted its a ttcntivn, 
meauwbile, to building up its hr·rds. A 
Lullock n1alurcs in Argentina in hYo yPars. 
1dwreas in Queenslaud it take ... , throu and 
four years. ''Smith's \Veekly" states-

" For years the :-;tack-raising industry 
in C)ue,ensland has been steadily slipping 
backwards, in the san1e rati() 1..," the 
n1iddlcrncn ha Ye grohcn. o' Cl' thn who!o 
of the State. Caitlc herds have grown 
from 5,210.391 in 1912 to 7,047.370 in 
1921. llut tho price of me<lt to the 
househoidcr has increased faster than the 
herds. and tho profit to the stoekraiser 
has ,!Pet-c-ased in a like proportiou. The 
a,crcage carrying cattle lw; gro1.vr.:. until 
it now forms the chief industry over t\\ o­
thirds of the State. 

" At the present time tho industry 
spells di·mstor to tho catdernan. There 
a1·e }J< thJ'C)ug-hout Queens] 'Jll1 \\hich 
cannot gi ~,--en a\\ a~.. YeL the- p1·ice 
of beef in the Southern 1narkcts is sky 
high. 

''Bullocks that sell for £8 12s. 6d. in 
Dri:baue bring £28 in }Lolbrmrne and 
£23 12s. 6d. in Svdnev. Deduct £3 5o. 
frpigLt, and the ::~3.Je Price of a bnUock, 
loss freight, in Sydney is £20 7s. 6d. 
'Who gets the difference? " 

Mr. CoRSER: \Vho gets the differ once? 

Mr. RIORDAN: The cattleman has been 
looking around for a good while to find out 
who gets the difference. 

Mr. COR',ER: Who arc the middlemen in 
thG beef industry in Queensland? 

Mr. RIORDAN: To my way of thinking, 
the Arnerican rncat trust. 

Mr. C'ORSER: The State butcher shops. 

Mr·. RIORDAC\: The State butcher shops 
opcratin; in m.v electorate offered £9 17s. 
for " por!die>s " in and around Croydon, and 
the cattlemen refused the offer. 

Mr. CORSER: Thev sold their own cattle 
for £4 per head. · 

Mr. RIORDAN: Yes. bemuse they were 
giving an opportunit:; to the small man to 
get a fP\V ::-billings to keep him on his land 
"Smith's Weekly" is with me in regard to 
the Arncrican meat trust. It states-

" The ~\mcrican meat trust have an 
organisctl system of comJncrcial espionage 
in Australia, by "·hich they are apprised 
of the contents of every ship that loaves 
this country for oYerseas ports. When a 
large consignment is despatched for 
London from Australia. a cable leaves 
for Buenos Avres, and four or five times 
the quantity 'of chilled moat is shipped 
to London to s•,·amp the market before 
the Amtralian shipment arrives. 

" Big meat factories in Queensland 
vcars ago tried to market chilled meat 
in England, but discontinued after a 
short time. There is talk now of 
further experimenting with the object 
of trying to shake the grip of South 
America on European markets. Cattle­
men regard success along these lines as 

Mr. Riordan.] 
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the only salvation for the meat industry. 
But distributors know they will bo merely 
v. asting their time if they try it. The 
only hope of improvement, according to 
their analysis, is more canning and the 
elimination of the middleman." , 

People have ridiculed the idea of canning 
at Karumba. Thoro is another string to the 
bow of those advocating the establishment of 
canning work> in the Gulf. Meat can be 
chilled there and sent to ~ew South vYales 
and Victoria and marketed in those States at 
a cheaper price than meat that is being 
sold there to-day. In the Address in Reply 
my remarks were mostlv connected with the 
meat imlustry, and I do not wish to con­
tinue on those lines any longer. 

When you , .. poke yesterday, Mr. Cooper, 
you made sorr1e astonishing revelations in 
regard to the working of !he Ipswich Rail­
··"'Y \Yorkshops. If those remarks are not 
inquired into by the Secretary for Railways 
or by tho Uovernment then there will be 
negle' t of duty. Som~body is responsible. 
If scientific sabotage is going on, the only 
ones capable of carr0ing on that scientific 
sa bot age arc the " Loss " class; the tDiler 
has nothing on them in this regard. If 
that state of things is prevailing, somebody 
IS responsible. and the sooner the Govern­
ment; get busy and find out the offender and 
clean him out the better for the Railway 
Department and the Government. I do not 
Wa1Jt to eret on to the Railway Department, 
or make 1 t a ppoa r that I have a grudge. I 
know it is very difficult for the Secretary 
for llrdlwa;vs and tho Commissioner to carrv 
out all their duties; but when a member of 
Parliament brings such matters as these to 
light, they are worthy of consideration, and 
should not be placed to ono side. 

Regarding the rail ways gene,·ally, there is 
~ go~d deal ?,f pin~pricking going on an1ongst 
the bosses or mspectors. l do not know 
the reason for the idea, but we find that 
throughout the service those >vho have a 
little power as inspectors seem to think that 
their ~,yhole object in life is to persec·ute and 
pm-pnck the workers in the Railway Depart­
ment. The Commissioner should not stand 
for thi~, and 1 feel sure that the Secretary 
for Ra1lways w1ll not stand for it. \Yhen we 
find the heads of departments pin-pricking 
any ''ervant ~:>f. tl!o Cornmissioncr, it is up 
to the Comm1ss10ner or the 1\linister to take 
action nnd deal with those individuals. 
These matters may appear trivial to the 
Commissioner or the :Ylinister but the\ are 
m a ttors of great importanc~ to the~ men 
affected-the workers. I think that the rail­
way worker. in common with other >vorkers, 
should have a fair and just "go" from the 
Commissioner, and he will give the same in 
return. You will find a staff clerk appointed 
in the Commissioner's Office-possibly not in 
Bnsbane, but m TowJ_Jsvtlle or Rockhampton. 
He w1ll start off w1th a sort of vendetta 
against some individual in the service and 
keep heckling him until that individ~al is 
transfPrred sorncwhel'e to son1e railw:-P' 
terminus m tlrc backblocks where ;t 
does not suit him to go. All thll 
merely because the official has a dislike to 
the man! That man should have some 
m<;an~ of having his case rectiC.ed, and of 
bnngmg the matter before the Commis­
sion~r . . I k~nw there is an appeal court, 
but 1t 1s a d1fficult matter tD get before it. 
The Commissioner's word is final and he 
has to stand behind his officials. I have an 
idea of some of the officials of the Railway 

[Mr. Riordan. 

Department. \Vhen thev come along to the 
Commission0r they are very oily-very gen­
tlom>tnly >Yhcn in front of him-but when 
speaking to the c·mplm·ees of the Commis­
sioner, you would imagine that the lower­
paid men are dogs or dirt beneath the 
officials' feet. That class of official does not 
111ako for harmony in any service, and 
shonld not be tolerated. There are men of 
that class in the Railway Department to-day, 
and if any cases arc brought to my notice 
I shall haYe no hesitation in letting the 
Commissioner know of them. Their excuse 
is that a Labour m~n attacks them. They 
arc Labour men until things are going a bit 
hard with them, and then they go along to 
their Nationalist friends, kick up a row, and 
try to get the Comtnissioner' s support. 
These are the people who talk about the 
railways being removed from political 
!nfluenoe. This t:cpo of man knows that that 
H absolute "bunkum." 

l\1r. FHY: C''l.n vou quote a specific case? 

Mr. RIORDAN: I can quote lots of cases. 
I will quote ono concerning a man who went 
to the war and who was promisod that he 
would get his job back when he returned. 
\Vhen he returned I found that there wae 
a vacancy in the Hailway Audit Office. and 
it was arranged that this man was to g:o 
thoro. The hon. member for Mm·illa to·Jk 
another nominee to an official under the 
Sccretar\' for Railways, and that official told 
the ~Minister that thoro was no vacancy in 
the Audit Ofilce. Yet this m"n whom the 
hon. member for Mm·illa had taken to the 
Uomn1i.~~lon1:..)r V\ as ~ent up to the Andit Office, 
but he did not get in, for before he got !!p 
there I harl my say in the matter. That is a 
case in point. 

In the matter of emcrgcncv passes, men out 
in vYr'·te, n Queensland a lo;,g way from the 
Traffic Office have to wire to the General 
l\lanag('r in i he case of sickness because 
somcbodv at Timbuctoo abused the privilege 
on ono occasion. and lVIr. Steer put his foot 
down. Mr. Steel' spoke and that was the 
end of nmcrg-cn< \ pas~0~. If Mr. Steer during 
his raihvuv C'ai'C'Pr had been tran~ferred fro:rn 
Brisbane to :\lount Cuthbcrt or to some other 
place, he would have had an opportunity of 
df'vclopi ug in the raihYay service, and it 
>Yould have given him an opportunity of 
bocoming sympathetic to the men \vho 11re 
blazing the "ay for the likPs of Mr. Steer 
and other officials who arc well carod for 
in Brisbane. 

Mr. MAXWELL : He is a good man. 

Mr. RIORDAN: He may be a good man, 
but I am not going to allow 1\lr. Steer to 
'. ictirnise thC' Vv\'s;te·rn wot kPr ur any other 
workC'r. -Pnd0r this UoYPl'rtlltcnt. lVh~. Steer 
must keep hio plan,. He could onlv find 
one rasQ of almsE undcT the 0n1ci·gcncy 
pass system, and, if the station-master was 
responsib:e fm· the abuse thflt took place, then 
the statJon-mastcr should have been dealt 
with and a ref!edion should not have been 
ca1't on the whole raihvay sorYicc because 
sn:JH~ 1ndiYillual failed in his dutv at, 
Mareeba. , 

In 1·egard to the railway service generally, 
the regulations allow o( a man, after sJx 
months' temporary service, being put on 
the permanent staff. \Ye know there are 
quit.e a number of temporary men who etro 
going on this year. That regulation is either 
right or wrong; and, if it is right, then the 
men should be put on the permanent staff 
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after six months' service so that they may 
get the privileges tlwy are entitled to. These 
men must be wanted or the"· would not be 
kept on, and, if they are wanted, they should 
be put on the permanent staff. 

Mr. PE.\SE: Some have been kept on the 
temporary staff for six years. 

Mr. RIORDAN: I quite understand some 
of thorn being kept on the temporary staff 
for six years, because in 1914 Europe de­
manded a war and men left the Railway 
Department to go to the front. The Govern­
ment therefore had to put on temporary men 
to hold the jobs of those men until they 
returned. Now that the war rumblings are 
over-or- just beginning-I do not know which 
-and the men have returned from the Ja,t 
war-which was to end \Yar-tho temporary 
men should be placed on the permanent staff, 
because they must be necessary to the carry­
ing ont of the railway work. 

There is another matter that I hope the 
Commissioner noticed during his tour through 
the North; that is the practice of the jingoes 
who are running the service for him. They 
appoint a man as acting guard, and they keep 
hin1 " acting" for four or five years. Or 
they appoint a fireman as acting driver. 
Those men, if they are doing the work and 
they are necessary, should be appointed to 
the grade in which they are working, after 
acting for a certain time. I can quite under­
stand the Commissioner appointing a man 
as " acting" during the cattle season or during­
the sugar season; but I have known men to 
be " acting" guards or ~' acting" drivers 
for two or three years and never appointed 
to the grade. All these things are sm,dl, but 
they give rise to discontent in the Rail" ay 
Department and the Commissioner is not 
going to get the best results if he is going to 
allow a certain class of official to carrv on in 
the same old method as he carried o~ und•.'r 
the Tory Government, of victimising the toiler 
who is not prepared to kiss his hand when 
he comes along. That day is past, and the 
sooner the officials of the Railway Department 
realise that they are under a La hour Govetn­
ment the better will it be for the railway 
service. ::Ur. Davidson's report is all ;-cry 
good on paper, but there are manv little 
things that require rectifying and which tf 
rectified, will go to make for a' more conten'tcd 
service. 

Another matter on which I wish to touch 
in regard to the Railway Department is the 
queBtion of acronunodation for maintenance 
men. Right throngh the \V est there is no 
proper accommodation provided. The accom­
modation out 1 here would not come up to the 
requirements of the \Yorkers' Accommodation 
Act. The :Mini,ter has promised that he 
will provide accommodation this year, and I 
have no occasion to doubt his word. Now 
that things are looking brighter, my pros­
poets and the leng: hsmon's prospects are 
also brighter. BC'tween Hughenden and Rich­
mond-I take this section because I know it, 
or I could take the Cook eh,ctorate, as I also 
know that district-a gang is stationed every 
12 !o 14 miles. There arc three to four moll 
in a gang. If the Commissioner were to E'"tab­
lish a central camp of sixteen men and put a 
motor engine into the pump car, the Com­
mi-sioner would be able to establish decent 
homos, where he could station his married 
lengthsmen. and he could erect schools for 
the education of their children, and also 
establish reading rooms, so that there would 
be some social life for the women and men 

engaged m this class of work. The day of 
the pump car has passed. We see the inspec­
tor getting about on lns motor tncycle, and 
"e see the G cneral :Manager gettmg about 
on a rail motor. Very nice indeed. But the 
next thing we want to see is the lengthsman 
going to his work on a motor pump car and 
not cm the old pull pump car. By what 
stretch of imagination tho Arbitration Court 
arrived at the idea of making a man pull 
to his work in his own time is beyond me, 
and it would be a very good thing if the 
Arbitration Court judge had to pull one of 
these pump can 12 or 14 miles. It is. up to 
us to recti£,- this m a ttcr of men pullmg to 
work in th~ir own titHe, and it is up to the 
Minister and the Commissioner to start 
building coHtral camps as earh· as possible. 
These lengths could be worked fro;n o_ne 
ccntte, where there would be an opportumty 
for some social life for the workers. I know 
the Government have done their best for­
tliP men, and the men appreciate what the 
Governn1ent have done. 'Ve are going along 
very nicelv in all departmcnb, but the 
ma;ntenance branch requires ·a good deal 
of attention to bring it in lino ,.·ith the 
other departments. 

It is a good thing sometimes to get back 
to the delegation. l\Iy friend the hon. mem· 
ber for Toowong will remember the delega· 
tion going home. It put us back for two 
or three years, but wo got over that diffi; 
cu1tv, and \Ve arc no\V going along Yory 
nic~ly, and I do ·not think it will be long 
bdore grievances are rectified when brought 
fon,·ard bv hon members. When I have 
brought ~atters before the Secretarv for 
Railways, he has immediately acted on my 
representations; I have had sympathetic 
consideration h·orn hi1n on every occasion. 

There is another thing which astonishes 
me in regard to railway officials. I think 
that you, Mr. Cooper, must have had similar 
eases brought U11dor your notice. A railway 

employee is not supposed to con­
[9 p.m.] duct any business outside his rail-

way work; his wife is not sup­
posed to do so; and, in some instances, if it 
dor, not suit the railway ollicials, they will 
not allow any member of the famil} to con­
duct a business in 1 he town in which the 
employee is stationed. Ono man one job is 
a ycry good principle if that job affords 
sufficient remuneration to keep a mall and 
his family in a decent state of comfort; but 
I cannot 'eo what claim the Commissioner 
or any of his officials have over the members 
of the family of a railway worker. \Yhen 
traYelling with tho hon. member f0r 
Balonnc through his elcctomtf!, we wcn' 
tDlrl at Thallon about a porter etationed 
there who was then down in Brisbane. 
H~o had been called upoa to resign from 
the railway service bcc:mse his daug·htC'r 
v:ns conducting an a.gpncy. AnotfJ('!_~ 
da.ughtcl' worked out,ide the Rrrilw·ty 
Denartment at Thallon. Cobb and Cnrn­
pa~y wrote in to the department objecting 
to this man starting an agency at Thallon, 
and asked that he be shifted. The agency 
was conducted by his daughters and not by 
him at all; but Mr. S'teer, who dealt with 
the case, could not allow the man to remain 
there. The hon. member for Balonne made 
repre,entations to tho department, and wa' 
told that the man would be reappointed to 
the senice and could go to the back of the 
Never NeYcr country to some place near 
Quilpie. The man said that he was pre· 
pared to do that, but that it was pretty 

Mr. Riordan.] 
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hard on him having to leave~ Thallon and 
his family. The department said, "You 
cannot come back to Thallon if you 
allow your daughter to continue the 
agency there." There may be some "pull" 
in that which Mr. Steer can sec, but I 
fail to see any " pull" in it any more than 
in Mr. Steer accepting an extra £300 a year 
as chairman of the Tramway Trust while 
occupying the position of Secretary to the 
Commissioner for Railways. If it is good 
for the bottom dog, it is good for the official. 
I have no objection to Mr. Steer, who is 
capable as far as his job goes, but he is too 
narrow. Ilo should do unto others as he 
would like others to do unto him. If he can 
take £300 a year from" the Tramway Trust, 
surely he cannot object to "Bill Smith's" 
children conducting a,n a~evr~~ ugajn::-t Cobb 
and Uompany in any town whe,·e the 
parents reside. That kind of thing causE• 
discontent in the railwa:v service, anr:! 
it would be a good thing for the Com­
missioner to clip the wings of some of his 
officials. They f.ail in matters of importance, 
and they pin-prick where it is absolutely 
unnece-sary. The Secretary for Railways 
cannot be expected to watch the administra­
tion closely, as he has his legislative -dutih 
to attend to. The Commissioner and his 
officials arc paid to carry out the work. A 
lot of thorn have failed, and it would be a 
good thing for the Railway Department if 
we were to appoint an economy board from 
the porters and engine-driYers to go through 
tho heads and sec which of them could be 
done away with. (Laughter.) I am sure a 
good few could be wiped out. That is ono 
place where economy could be effected. Mr. 
Steer, as Scrrctnry to the Coinmissioner, 
ought to be in his place in the department, 
or the job should noi be kept going to hold 
him there. He arranged the tour of the 
Prince of \Vales when he was here. and he 
goes to picnics in connection with the tram­
ways, and makes speeches in which he says. 
" \Ve are not going to sanction any political 
!'nflucnce." While :Mr. Steer is away from 
the department, I suppose some girl getting 
about £2 17s. 6d. a week is conducting his 
job. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MAXWELL: That is not correct. 

Mr. RIORDAN: That is the position, as 
no ono was appointed to take his place 
during his absence, and the hon. member for 
Toowong cannot deny it. Mr. Steer was 
entertaining the Prince of \Vales for about 
six months. 

Mr. MAXWELL: He did it well. 

Mr. RIORDAN: I could have done it just. 
as well, and it would have been a pleasure 
to me to have done it in my spare time. 
(Laughter.) If an official is going to create 
a wrangle with the man who improves the 
Commissioner's returns, then I an1 going 
to try to keep the official in his place. I 
claim that, while Mr. Steer may have thought 
he was doing good work when he swept 
Queensland with his Economy Board, the 
men who were put off are gradually going 
back into the service. Had metals gone up in 
price in the Cloncuny district durin(( that 
time, every one of those men would have 
hrtd to be put back into the son-ice inside 
o£ twenty-four hours; and, if they had 
been engageJ meantime in the mining in­
dutry, we would have had to get men from 
the other States to fill their places. 

[Mr. Ri()rdan. 

\Vith regard to the mining industry in t.he 
Cloncurry district, I want to let the IIollsP 
know how Inining iR progressing there. Tho 
hon. member for Kurilpa, who talks about 
''monkeying with Uangcrous 1ncn," knows 
that, if 1 get angry. he will suffer badly. 
(Loud laughter.) I do not know why thcr'' 
is all this levity. (Renewed laughter.) Min­
in~· has been langujshing in the Cloncurr~,~ 
district for somo time. 

An 0PPOSITIO:--r 11E)!BER : That has been 
tJ;uashcd threadbare. 

Mr. RIORDAX: It may have been 
thrashed threadbare. For the last few days 
" ' haYC been lost in " haze of " pitlle.'' If 
I were allowed to make a bet in this Home. 
1 would b0t that not half a doz0n men couH 
tell ~·on tiYO lines of figures quott~d by any 
member of the House. It has all been mer" 
camouflage of the issue. They have got it 
into ".Hansard," and it can be dug up in 
·· Hansard." 

Mr. KING: You are the only bright spct 
in the firmament. 

Mr. RIORDAN: I am, because I repre­
sent a bright spot and bright people. 
(Laughter.) The mining industry is utterly 
down and out, but I think that we can make 
an improvement in that regard. Mr. Cor­
bould said on one occasion that he could 
treat 5 per c~nt. copper ore profitably with 
copper at £80 a ton and pay £1 per day, 
if he could only get the right class of 
labour. Ho could haYe got the right class 
of labour if he had gono the right way 
about it. He was the "boss," and he could 
\\ork the 111l'll round until lw got what he 
wantccL Coppe;· is not at £80, but there arc 
good shows in the Cloncurry district tieci 
up by the Mount Elliott and the Mount 
Cuthbcrt and the Hampden companies. 
These con1panies base been working for a 
long time for an amalgamation. But time 
is going on-the job must be a big one. lt 
is only camouflage and sparring for time by 
the companies. The lodes at Cloncurry 
arc rich enough to be treated; the poorer 
ore could be kept; prospector' and " gou· 
p;0rs" arf' prepared io work lots of mines 
held by those companies. I am of the 
opinion that, if an an1algan1ation is not 
brought about at the expiration of the thr?c 
months' exemption which the Gov0rnment 
haYc giycn to them to fix it up, no further 
extension should be giyen, although the 
n1incs a1·c partly in my el£'rt.orate and partly 
in the electorate of the hon. member for 
Flinders. Thf, Government should set about 
erecting a furnace from Chillagoc there, to be 
worked co-operatively by the "gaugers." If 
they adopt that attitude, I am sure that an­
other twenty-four hours will not be lost over 
the amalgamation. \Vith coal produced at 
Bowcn at 14s. per ton and coke at a much 
lower price than the £3 10s. which they were 
payiug· to Lring it fro)n Newcastle, there IS 

a rcaconable chance of the Cloncurry mine' 
\vorking iu the nPar futuro, and I do not 
think the companies should be allowed ~o 
lock them Ul1 any longPr. The Government 
arc carrying on at Chillagoe with silver and 
1< 1.d. People cannot argue successful]; that 
their Ycnture there has been a failure. be­
cause the returns from the railways. and the 
fact that men have been kept in e;,1ployment, 
have mo!'c than repaid the Government. 
And we still have the copiJer. A rise of £12 
per ton in the price of copper would prac­
tically wipe off the loss. The silver and lead 
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•till stick to Chillagoe, and will keep 1,000 
men or more working. Thoro is gold con­
tent in some of the Cloncurry ores, and the 
companies should work the mines, or leave 
them to men who will work them and treat 
the ore locally or send it to Chillagoe to be 
treated. 

Goldmining has gone back a good deal of 
latP YCal'S 1 but there i~ a prospect of recovery 
at the Woolgar. and I believe that it would 
be good business to send a man there at an 
earlv date. Jl.lr Jensen would have been a 
good man, but he has faded away out of 
·tho serYlce--for vvhat rea_jon, I do not know. 
He "~as rcrognised as one of the bes~ 
geologists in .\mtralia. \Yhy let men of 
t.hat kind leave the service? He resigned 
to contest the Senate election, and he has 
not got back into the service. It pays to 
kt·ep nH'll of his type in iho serYice, even 
·though the;v do not come up to the stand~rd 
of so1uo ot the j i11gor.· who occupy nrcc, 
snug littl0 oHiccs in Brisbane, and do not 
\Yant to go n1orc than 5 miles off the railway 
for i< ar oi getting lost. Mr. J ensen would 
dig into any of the rnining fields anywhere 
in the State; but a certain little coterie in 
the JI.Iinc,; Department had no time for 
J en sell, bccau~c J cnscn kne1v more about 
the job than some of them. l'rofessional 
jealousy nHl·do it .so warrn for hi1n that he 
v.~,lkcd out. 

:'\ow. I want lo de,,l with the ambulances 
for a fc· moments. The reduction of 5s in 
the Gon:-rrnncnt subsidy was in some places 
rwces:sary~iu big ccHh'l',;:, cl a borate builJings 
were lwing put up-but I hop·,, that the 
Hon1l~ 8ccretar~-' is not going to lose sight of 
the fact that ambuluncQs in country districts 
should not bo allmvcd to lang-uish for lack 
.of funds, because if there is one service 
\vhich is valuable to the people in the 
.counhjr tlibtrid.,:;, iL .i:, the ambulance. 

Ho:-:ocR.IBLE Jl.lE1IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Jl.lr. BlORDA".;-: There is something in 
·what the C\linist<•r told the deputation to-day 
-that those who can afford to pay a mileage 
rate should pay. I k11ow some people who 
use it \Yho arc in firn1ly f'RtCJ hllsh0d po;,\itions 
and ·who. con1e along after\vards and give 
tlwi r 5s. to the ambulance. Bill, the 
shearNs' cook, i,; brought into town, does 
his three or four weeks in the hospital, pays 
tlw hos11ital, and goes out and giYes a 
couple of guineas to the ambulance. He can 
afford his two guineas less than John Brown 
can afTmd to pay ls. 6d. per mile for being 
brought to the hospitaL 

I have continued longer than I expected, 
but, in conclusion, I would like along with 
the hon. member for Oxley, to wish the 
Prc1nier eYerv succpss in his mission to 
London. I an1 sorry that the hon. member 
for Oxley is not in his place, because a nasty 
rumour has been floating around to the 
effect that he endeavoured to get on to the 
delegation that went to London to " queer 
the pitch" for the Premier a few years ago. 
I would like to have his denial, because if 
anyone interj eels about such a matter when 
he is speaking, he just waves his magic wand 
and you must be quiet and silence must 
reign. I also congratulate thB Treasurer on 
his Budget Speech. The Government have 
done yeoman service for the State, despite 
the oalamity howlers on the Opposition 
benches. 

Mr. KELSO: They know how to spend 
money. 

1S'23-3A 

Mr. RIORDAN: We know how to spend 
money wisely and welL (Opposition laugh­
ter.) Our friends were here for fifty years, 
and went along in the same old slipshod 
way. We are doing work that is going to 
be of value to coming generations. Queens­
land, built up under a Labour Government, 
is going to be the Queen State of Australia. 

GOVERXMEXT lYIEi\IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RIORDA~: There is another little 
matter on which I would like to congratu­
late the Premier. and that is upon being so 
generous to the Opposition in May last. All 
lust ses ,ion they were wanting an election. 
I think the Premier had even too much 
consideration for them. He gave them an 
election on 12th May-six months before 
the election was due. \Vhon I was going 
to my electorate I r·::tW b:c the Press that the 
Opposition were not satisfied eYen then. 
They said that the Premier had sprung the 
elections on them, yet they had been asking 
him for the elections for six or twelve 
months before, when they said that they were 
going to wipe him off the face of the map. 
The1'8 are m:tny faces missing from the 
Opposition benches to-night, and I "Venture 
to say tbat after the next election there will 
be many more mi8sing. 

:VIr. LOGAN (Loclcy. r): I wam to con­
gratulate the hon. member for Burke on his 
entertaining speech. In hi· opening remarks 
ho had a lot to say a.bout the United party. 
He said that the hon. member for Oxlev 
had gone to Hockharnpton for a certai't, 
purpose, and, inste..td of bringing about the 
desirr'd effect, he had brought about oven 
more parties than had existed before that 
time. I would like to refer to a. time when 
f.ore was a division in the Labour party just 
prior to the lust elections. \Ve knu>,y that a 
faithful eight voted against the Government 
on that occasion, and the act;on of the resc 
of the part:. brought forth couciderable com­
I---rlent frorn certain people ili thr--' Ip~"~·vich 
workshops. Mr. Rymer at a mass meeting 
at the Ipswich workshops on 4t.h ,July, 1822. 
said-

,, ~fr. Thcodore had rr~._.de prorDi.s~:.;:, in 
his speeches before the last clc,·lion. 
Labour candidatee had a.sc.ured tlw rail­
way men tha' there would be no retrench­
ment. vVa that honoured! Thcv WPI'O 

also told them would be no reduction in 
wages. W a.s that honoured? . . l'vlr. 
Thcodoro s<tid he would search the 
pockets of the wealthv. Had he do·w so? 
It seem<'d ·thai he v:as more inclined to 
search the pockets of thee wmkors . . 
I a In :-:orry to say tho del0~a tes ha vo 
reason for believing, as fa.r as 1 he rncntber 
for I3rcmer is concerned. ha is in tlw bag 
with Ted Theodore and McCormack.'' 

At a meeting of the Fire Brigade Section 
of the Australian \Vork0rs' Union on 3dth 
March, 1922, Mr. ,Joncs said-

" The time was undonbte.c\lv ripe for 
the propaganda campaign fwvv being 
conducted by the Qucm•~-fand Central 
Executive of the Australian Lab•mr perty 
It was eveQwhere ~ppare11t. that it was 
the intention of the emplcying bosses to 
bring down wages. . . . It was most 
remarkable that whenever a time of 
difficulty arose, tho avera-ge enlp1oycr 
could see no wav out but to cut into the 
wages-sheet." 

Mr. Bond, secretary of the Public Service 

Mr. Logan.] 
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Profeesional Officers' Aseociation on 30th 
July, 1922, said-

'· Tho principles of the Labour move­
ment had been distinctl7 violated by the 
li-ovcrnn1ent, \Yhich had distinL tl_, rlc­
partcd frotn tlw nrornlsc:'l it. had given 
to the people before the last general 
elections.'' 

At a meeting of the Australian RaihYay;r:en's 
Union on 25th July, 1922, this resolution was 
passed-

" T.ha t this n1ceting asks through it:::; 
representatives that they appr-1ac:1 the 
Queensland Central l£xocutive calling 
for a special convention to de t! with the 
political Labour party for tho betrayal 
of their platform pledges to the people." 

This is an extract from a manifesto issw~d ·oy 
the Trades and Labour Council-

" The Labour Government of this StrLte 
has, in opposition to t!J,. public!- ex­
pressed wishes of the QuoenslaHd Ce,;tral 
l£xecutivo of the Australiau Laboul' party 
a.nd other Labour bodies, inclndiTig- this 
Council. seen fit to join in the bossos' 
wage-slashing attack by reducing th0 
wagp:;; of Govcnnnont crnp1oyPes, :n addi­
tion to increasing the~ \\'oi·king hm.--;_rs and 
"·holes~le ~'.etrenchrnont indulgc·d in for 
sorne tnne. , 

There wo have the inconsistencies of a 
Government which profess t0 be so kindly 
disposed towards the workers. \Vc have 
sirnilar instances of the san1c trcal-rrwnt bring 
meted out to tho hd'rners Tlwy have always 
Lolc1 ont the hand of fricmhhip. as they say. 
to help the farmers; but we find that, instead 
of helping the farmers, the/ have increased 
tl!cir taxes to such an exteni that in rrHLil.Y 

instances the farmers have been obiiged to 
leave the land. The hon. member for Bremcr 
last night \~'as courageous enough 10 ~'ai~e 
scrnc tnattcr in connection with the~ It:1ilway 
lJcparimcnt. There arc other anoma1ics i~t 
connection witb that department which can 
be remedied to tbe advantage of thr· public. 
] wish to refer to tlle Svdncv mall traiu. I 
li,-e on tho South-Weste~n lirw, and l knmY 
that on n1a11\· occasions that tr11-in goes 
through ;:11'acticnlly cmpt,·, whilst thn 
"sweeper," which follows immediately after­
wards, is always packed and sometimes you 
a1 ~ unable to get a seat aud have to st~nd. 
The railway authorities says that the 
Sydney mail is not allowed to pi•ck up any 
r.r.ssengcrs this side: of Stanthorpo nn]C'"R they 
ar~ prepared lo pay a foe of 10s. l th; nk 
that cha.rgc is altogethot· too high. I think 
the Government should only chn.rge a nominal 
fee of 2s. 6d.. Yrhen there 1rc v~cant <;eats 
this side of Stanthorpe. If th0 official,; there 
Were to adviSP the Officials at rrQ0"\\T00l!LbR. 

of the number of seats that aro vac•.!lt, !hen 
the Toowoomba officiah could relit" o tho 
congestion on tho " s\voeper." \l ery nfte>·n 
co1nn1crcial travellers and nther JX'Ople vdw 
get into the "sweeper" at \Varwick and 
Toowoomba could ride on the Sydney mail 
train if there were seats available. 

I have known of instances, because of this 
hard-and-fast rule operating, whore people 
have not been allowed to board the mail train 
when it has been running late, with the result 
that, when thev arrived by the " swoopor" 'lt 
Ipswich, the officers there have been obliged, 
owing to the departure of the train that 
usually connected with it to take on passen-

[Mr. Logan. 

gcrs for the intermediate stations to Brisbane, 
to put on a special train for that purpose. 
If there is any desire to economise in the 
Railway Department, the " sweeper" should 
be stopped in such cases at the intermediate 
stations, as reqttirod, to set down passengeYs 
in order to obviate the additional expense· 
of a special train to set down perhaps four or 
fin, pas,-cngers between Ipswich and Brisbane. 

'While I [lm toLtehing on railway matters .. 
I want to refer to the necessity for the con­
si ruction of additional branch lines in my 
electorate. In 1915 Parliament passed a. 
rneasure authorising the construction of a.. 
branch line from Rosewood to Rosevale. The 
construction of this line would open up some 
of the finest country that we have in the 
Lookyer and Rosewood districts. Tho hon. 
membo1· for Rosewood can subst[lntiate my 
statement in this respect. Thoro is a great. 
amount of country in the Roscvale area 
capable of growing any kind of fodder. 

At 9.28 p.m., 

The CHAIR1IAN OF CoMMITTEES (Mr. Kirwan,. 
Brisbane) resumed the chair. 

Mr. LOG_\N: I cannot state the area of 
the distrif't, off hand, but it is in the new 
portion of my electorate. As this line has 
bepn pas•cd by Parliament, I hope the Go­
vernment will not lose sight of the fact that 
it is urgently required, and that, as soon as. 
circumstances permit, they will proceed with 
its construction. This lino will not only open 
up the lands in tho Rosevale district, but it 
will also give facilities to people at present 
engaged in dairying in the Hidden Vale and 
:Mount Mort districts. which are capable of 
producing anything that soil can grow. It 
will Pncourago them to go in for heavier 
produce, which will mean additional 
freightago and a corresponding increase 
in revrmue t.o th{-' railway, as \VCll as. 
assist the farming industry. At the pre­
sent time the Cion'l'llnH'nt arc undertaking 
tho con,truction of railwavs in the Callide, 
Dm,-sou Valley, and Bm·nett districts. I do­
not -wish to discourage those undertakings. I 
hope that their venfures and hopes will bo 
fully realised, and that they will be :tblo to. 
gd thP sottlPmPnt they anticipate; and that 
the settlers will find the leasehold system under 
which they will be settled congenial to them, 
and that it will make for the general pros­
perity of the primary producers and the 
State. But I also hope thev will not lose 
sight of the fact that those pooplo who are 
already settled on the land are in need of 
assistance. If the railway is constructed to· 
Rosevalo in the near futuro. I have 
everv confidence that there will bo a much 
larg~r area put under cultivation than· 
there is at the present time. I think Rose­
vale is 20 miles from Rosowood and about 
16 or 18 miles from Harrisville. That is 
altogether too far for any farmer to cart 
his produce, as he would be almost the wholf'l 
of his time on the roads. To do so he would 
have to keep a man specially for the purpose 
of driving his team backwards and forward;;, 
and the additional cost of feed for the horses, 
especially at the present time, is a big item. 
The railway presents no engineering difficul­
ties and can be constructed very cheaply, as 
the whole countrv from Laneficld to Rose­
wood is practically level. I hope that the 
Government will bo able to afford the relief 
I have a"ked to the people in the Rosevale 
district by constructing this line in the very 
near futuro. 
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In the Financial Statement, nndcr the 
heading of '' Trnst Funds," the Treasurer 
savd-

" " During the present financial year I 
propose making 'Orne adjustment in the 
Trust Accounts with the obj('ct of using 
part of the funds in the healthy accounts 
to strengthen the position in the weaker 
ones." 

This, of course, deals largely with State 
enterprises. .My suggestion to the Treasurer 
is that, rather than take funds from the 
healthy accounts to strengthen the weaker 
ones, it would be wiser to eliminate some of 
the Sta to enterprises that are not paying 
proposrilons. 

.Mr. KELSO: Hear, hear ! 
camouflage. 

It is only 

Mr. LOGA='f: The matter of schools has 
been dealt with at considerable length. The 
hon. member for Fitzrov, when the hon. 
member for Albert was siJeaking last night, 
stated that eyery "cow cocky " wanted a 
school near his farm, so that when the " kids" 
had finished milking they could attend that 
school. That was a 'erv senseless inter· 
jection, and one that could be expected 
from a perwn like the hon. member for 
Fitzro.v. It is poor sympathy to show to 
the farmer, and, if he is only going to get 
that e''mpathy, then God help the country. 
He also said that the Dresent Government 
had constructed four schools for everv school 
constructed bv the Liberal GO\·ernmen:·t. Ever 
since the Labour Government have been in 
power I can say with accuracy that there 
has not been a new school erected in the 
Lockyer, except the High School at Gatton. 
'.rhere have been new schools certainly, but 
only provisional schools, which the people 
themselves provided. Therefore I fail to 
agree with that statement of the hon. 
member. 

I \Vish to deal a little with the Financial 
Statement regarding tho Loan and Trust 
Accounts and to criticise the action of the 
Governrnent when they wen:' in O})l)Os}tion. 
Dealing with the financial administration on 
lOth September, 1913, the present Secretary 
for Railways said-

" I an, reserving the be't part of my 
arg-ument for a poro·ration. (Laughter.) 
Let us now take the percentag-e of taxa­
tiOn to total revenue. In l\iow South 
\Vales the percentage of taxation to 
total revenue is 11.95, in \Vestorn Aus­
tralia it is 3.8. and in Queensland it 
is 13.15. Yet hon. members have the 
effrontery and audacity to assort that 
if a Labour Government was returned 
to pO\V0r it would mean an increase in 
the burdens on t.he people of the State." 

Let us compare that period with to.day. 
The taxati_?n then was £954,457, with a total 
r~venue ,or £7,202,658, and the percentage 
o_ taxrttwn on the total revenue was 13.2 
per rent. In 1921-22 the taxation had risen 
to £3.420,296, with a total revenue of 
£12,311,378 and a percentage of taxation to 
total revenue of 27.8 per cent. The hon. 
gentleman went on further-

." The taxation per head of the popula­
tion rs gr0ater here than it is in the 
States of 1\'ew South Wales and Western 
Australia, where Labour principles are 
dominant." 

The leader of the Opposition adopts a sound 
and logic:tl basis, and proves that, if the 
financial principles of the Opposition were 

put into operation the burden of taxation 
on the genC'ral community would be enor­
mously reduced. The taxation per head of 
population in 1915 was £1 Ss. 2d. In 1922, 
under a Labour Administration, it had 
grown to £4 Ss. lOd, The present Secretary 
for Railways, continuing, said-

" The first thing of importance I note 
in the Financial Statement is the great 
discrepancy betwe<>n the estimate of 
r0venuo and the expenditure and the 
actual revenue and expenditure. There 
is a gross and incxcucable error in cal­
culation. In his estimate of revenue 
and expenditure, involving a surn of 
£12,500,000, the Treasurer was out 
£222.000. In a private business such 
an error in calculation would not be 
tolerated for one moment. It would 
prohably be met with dismissal, particu­
larly if the official wa' one who had 
Vl""~als' experience in the position, as the 
Trectsurer has had in his position." 

[t is interesting to note that in 1921·1922 the 
discrepancy between estimated revenue an~ 
expenditure and actual revenue and expendi­
ture was-

Revenue 
Expenditure 

£ 
40,689 

235,757 

Total discrepancy ... £276,446 

It shows that hon. gentlemen who 110'." 
occupy the 'l'reasury benches had no experi­
ence in finance in this particular regard, and 
did not anticipate that sooner or later they 
would be faced with the s<Lme difficulty as 
the Treasurer is faced with to.day. 

In dealing with loanF, the present Trea­
surer, as reported on page 1240 of 
" Hansard " of 1913, when he was in 
opposition, said-

" There seems to be a great desire on 
the part of the Premier and the Trea­
surer to blink our obligations in regard 
to the matter of loan expenditure, and 
the matter of a sinking fund, or some 
other effective means of pa} ing off our 
public debt in due course. They seem 
t.o be satisfied to go on and allow the 
public debt to outlive entirelY the public 
works that have been established by 
means of the loans which have been 
floated. Thev seem to have no desire· 
to reduce the 'indebtedness of Queensland, 
They arc well enough ntisfied to shuffie 
out of their responsibility, and to allow 
future generations to take up the burden 
-a most un({encrous and uncharitable 
and withal unwise policy, and quite 
unnecessary.'' 

The public debt on 30th June, 1915, was 
approximately £54,000 COO, while on 30th 
,June, 1922, it had increased to £86,000,000-
an incre<tso in seven vears of £32.000.000, or 
an average, approxim"ately, of £4,600,000 per 
a'llnum. In 1917 the GovcrnmPnt suspended 
the Sinking Fund payments, which goes to 
show that thev certainlv did not rcaiise the 
position so fal· as finan~cc '-Vas concerned. 

Dealing with railway administration, I 
would like to quote what the hon. member 
for Brisbane said on 9th September, 1913, 
as reported on page 1235 of " Hansard " for 
that year-

" Dealing with railway matters, I am 
pleased to see that the railway revenue 
is increasing, I think the increase of 

Mr. Logan.] 
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revenue 1s 'indicative of a wise policy of 
raihvav construction and o£ prosperity 
as far~ as Queensland is concerned." 

Then, in dealing with the interest on the 
public debt, the present Treasurer, as 
reported on page 1238 of " Hamard " for 
1913, said-

" There is no doubt that the interest 
burclen in connection with the expendi­
ture of loan n1oney is borne to a largo 
cxteut by the primary producers. and 
to :m enormous extent by the workers 
of the State, who do not enjoy the 
benpfit of the expenditure of loan money 
in the same proportion as speculators 
and investors. b'a1·nwP~, prin1ary pro­
dncers, ancl ·vagc-earncrs generally are 
not 1 hc people \Yho beuefit mo,t by the 
exlwnditurc of loan money. A great 
number of wage-earners do certainly get 
temporary employment from the cxpendi­
tLue of loan money, an·~ to that extent 
they benefit, but it is only a small benefit 
they receive, bcea.use 'Yhen there is a 
large <:'Ypcnditure of loan money the 
price of land gor.~ up and rents increase, 
and the ~.:·ost of liv1ng is increased in 
other wap, RO that although the wage­
earners do got a little regular employ­
ment. they do not benclit by it to any 
great ('"'(_tent. 

" \Ve might relieve the general tax­
payor of part of the interest burden he 
now has to carry. Then I would, without 
any hesitation, advocate an increase in 
the income tax, a heavy dividend tax, 
and the imposition of a land tax. Hy 
ihesc means the Treasurer could supple­
ment his rcvcnuo- very considerably, and 
he might be able to carry out the policy 
hinted at by the hon. member for Herbort 
-the policy of spending possibly not more 
than £1,000.000 of loan money on railways 
each year, and, if 1nore railv~··ays are 
required, builcling them out of revenue.'' 

The intereo;t on public debt on 30th June, 
1915, was £1,975.581. and on 30th June 1922, 
it \vas £3,286,096, shoY·;ing an i1-:creasc of 
£1,310.515. This shows that the Government 
oi the day have not been as economical in 
rc~ard to~ cxpcnditur0 as former Govern­
ments. 

'I'he railway expenditure in excess of cane· 
ings is -,hown by the following table:-

1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
HJJ9-20 
1920-21 

Total ·;ix years 

Loan. 

£ 
1,R7H,6GO 
1,2:8,705 
l,OG7,004-
1,2H),635 
2,R00,75:) 
1,6H8,751 

Defi<'ts 
(neces~itating 

Appropria­
tiow trom 

other 
Revenue). 

1------------------
£10,032,200 1 £6,664,102 

The total expenditure on railways in six 
years in excess of net earnings of the rail-

"''s was £16,696,302, which is equal to 
£2,782.717 per annum. I do not propose t" 
deal any further with this question, whic!t 
has been fairly well thrashed out. 

[Mr. Logan. 

I wish now to refer to the sugar industry. 
The present Government have claimed that 
they have been responsible for the good 
position in which the sugar-growers find them­
selves to-day. I would like to give some 
figures to 'hm1 that the Government were 
not altogether responsiblE, for the agreement 
previously made with the Federal Govern­
ment. The Sugar Works Act of 1922 placed 
the growers in the position that, although the 
Government may build mills, they will never 
become the property of the sugar-growers. 
Under the Sugar Works Act of 1911, the 
Liberal Government built mills which, in a 
certain period and after certain conditions 
are fulftlled, will become the propertY of the 
gro"\\ ers. 

l\imv I should like to give a short accov>::: 
of the past history of the industry. 
sho\Ying Labour's attitude towu,rds it. To­
\\ ards the end of 1914, when prices had com­
nu:mcod to l.oar and sugar could have Lee!! 
profit>tbly Pxported, the Commonwealth 
Labour Gon~1_·nn1ent placed an mnbargo 
against the export of sugar. The Queensland 
Labour party's then attitude is shown in 
the following extract from " Hansard " of 
1914:-

"Mr. THEODORE: As a matter of fact, 
th<' Chief Secretary did u.y that ml!<~r 
should go up in price on account ot 
things that arc happening cleewhere. 
Evcr<:onc in the communitY is a consunit'-::' 
of sucgar. The ~Minister for Agricultme 

ant..., to "iCO dear 1ncat, and other meP.l­
bc·rs of the Cabinet favour high prices. 

" The Treasurer: \Vbo said tlwv 
wanted dear meat? c 

"Mr. THEODOHE: The Ministe-r for 
Agriculture said it son1c rnonths ago. 

"J\Ir. Hunter: And the Premier said 
to-night that sugar was too cheap. 

'·:VIr. THEODORE: Yes, the Chid Sec­
rf'tal~y wantC'd n higher price for sugar. 
That would mca~1 clearer living for the 
people in this State. I do not think w~ 
can dr:tw any other infcrC'ncc from their 
remarks. 

" :VIr. E. B. Corser: £2 per ton wou'J 
not n1ean Inuch rnore for the consumer. 

" Mr. THEODORE: Here is another ex­
pression in favour of dear living. It 1na.y 
be only ;J:d. per lb., but s<'Yeral pouncts 
of sugar consumed each week would 
1ncan scvcrnJ pence incn~aRe." 

The Federal Labour party's attitude towards 
the industrv is indicated bv thes0 extracts-

" Mr~ Tudor (Fed.eral 'Hansard,' 
1917): 'I do not blame .any Trcasurce>· 
for doing his bC'st for the State, but I do 
object to the Commonwealth handing 
over £500,000 to M1e grower at the 
expense of tho consumers of the Com­
monw<'alth. 'I'he £500.000 was obtained 
by chargiug the peor>'e of Australia more 
for their sugm· than they ought to 
pay.'' 

The correspondence between :\fr. IIughes aud 
11r. R}-an shows that it was the former who 
first proposed to raise the price of raw sugar 
from £18 to £21 per ton. 

At a conference in April, 1918 ("Daily 
Standard " of 5th April, 1918), Mr. Theo­
dore, referring tD the request that the price 
of raw sugar should be advanced to £24 per 
ton, said-

" They should consider as a conference 
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whether they would not be opening their 
mouths too widely in asking for £24 per 
ton for raw sugar. It was worth their 
while to consider whether they would not 
be more likely to achieve their object by 
asking for reasonable consideration, 
whereas by asking for something that was 
unreasonable they might in the end get 
nothing." 

" Mr. LENNON: I am in full accord 
with the opm10n Mr. Theodore has 
expressed-that it would be unwise to 
ask for too much. The nrescnt is a war 
price, and cannot be stistained. If vie 
could get £22, it would be entirely satis­
factory." 

There is a good deal more of it, but I do not 
intend to read it all. I shall content myself 
w1th a few extracts-

Thlr. Scullin (Federal " Hansard" pag8 
3729) said-

" \Vhen the Labour party advocntes 
agreements and the control of the sugar 
industry, it does not advocate a continua­
tion of existing conditions, but a return 
to the effective control which the Labour 
party exercised in 1915 and 1916." 

Showing that tho bogey of the ColonieJ 
Sugar Refining Company getting exorbitant 
profits IS only so much humbug. 

(Federal "Hansard," page 3741)-
" (i.) Ro the 1920 agreement, the reprc­

SCHtatives of the Australian \Yorkers' 
Union agreed with the Commonwealth 
Government on all the tf'rms of this 
agre""ment. The Queensland Labour 
Government also agreed. 

'· (ii.) LHdcr this agreement, the C.S.R. 
charged actual outla"'' plus 22s. 6d. per 
ton, eo \~erinB" depreciation, interest, and 
cost of refmmg. 

" (iii.) In 1921, this charge was n~duced 
to 20s. per ton, exactly the same charge 
as that which received the approval of 
the Commonwealth Labour Government 
in the 1915 agreement." 

(Federal "Hansard," page 3748)-
. "In October._1922_, Mrs. Glencross, pre­

sident of the Vwtonan Housewives' Asso­
ciation, conYencd a public rnecting in til~ 
Assembl} Hall, Melbourne, to protest 
agamst the continuation of the sugar 
agreement and the existing high price 
of sugar." 

1\.Ir. Charlton, as leader of the Labour party 
wrote to Mrs. Glencross, stating that Messrs: 
Brennan (Batman) and Scullin (Y arra) would 
represent the Labour party at that meeting. 
The motion submitte-d and pasoed was as 
follows:-

"That this meeting of citizens protests 
agamst the co1:1tinued high pi:ice of sugar, 
a_nd declares Its uncompromising opposi­
twn to the renewal of any agreement 
necessitating Government control, and 
supports the Housewives' Association in 
the campaign initiated by them in refer­
ence thereto. It further records its 
opinion that Government political control 
of t;ade and industry is pernicious and 
detnmental to pr?ducers, manufacturers, 
and consumers ahke," 

Messrs. Brennan and Scullin "poke strongly 
in favour of the motion, and Mr. Higgs, 
Nationalist, who attended as a Queensland 

representative to protest against it, was 
roughly handled and forcibly ejected. That 
all goes to show that the Labour party in 
Queensland have not done such a great deal 
for the sugar industry. It has been shown 
clearly that before that party came into 
power there was a natural increase in the 
price of sugar, and, no matter what hap­
pened, the price had to go up, and now it 
has reached a satisfactory level. 

I sincerely hope that when the Treasurer 
goes to England to renew the maturing 
loans he will meet wi:h better success than 
he did in 1920. It is of the utmost import­
ance that thc,e loans should be renewed on 
the most favourable conditions. I hope th<:> 
Treasurer will be able to make our case good 
enough t0 induce the people of Great Britain 
to lend their money at a satisfactory rate of 
interest. 

Mr. SIZER (Sand gate): There have been 
a number of statements made during this 
debate which should be corrected before the 
debate closes. I heard the hon. member for 
Herbert make a statement to the effect that, 
by the establishment of State butcher shops, 
a sum of £3,000.000 had been saved to the 
people of Queensland. I have gone to a 
certain amount of trouble to ascerl a in how 
the hon. gentleman compiled those figures. 
In the report of tho Commissioner for Trade 
for 1921-22, he says-

" A conservative estimate of the saving 
to the people of Queensland, as a result 
of the establishment of the State shops, 
can be set down at over £3,000,000 dur­
ing the period 1916-1922." 

I presume that is where the hon. gentleman 
obtained his information from. A sum of 
£3,000,000 scorns an enormous amount of 
money, and is certainly very hard for anyone 
to believe. The total amount of meat sold 
by the State bu',cher shops during the period 
under rovjew, as set out in the same report, 
was-beef 112,141.963 lb., and mutton 
10.777.282 lb., making a grand total of 
122.919,245 lb. of meat. To have effected that 
saving there must have been on every pound 
of meat sold a profit of 5.86d.-a fact which 
is too absurd to be considered . 

[10 p.m.] 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC V\'oRKS: Your 

statement is absurd. If you go into ther 
figures properly, you will find that the figures 
deal ·with the amount of meat sold by the 
State shops, and that this amount was one­
third of the total consumption. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman is not 
in a position to say that. 

The SECRETARY 1'0R PL:BLIO WORKS : Of 
course I am. 

Mr. SIZER: I was able to show in his 
own electorate that the private shops were 
selling meat cheaper than the State shops. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC ·woRKS: What 
nonsense ! I say you are absolutely wrong. 

Mr. SIZER: I say I am not wron~. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Of 

course you are. 

Mr. SIZER: Private stock ownen com­
peted with the State shops by killing their 
own cattle, and they were by this means 
more than able to compete with the State 
shops--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Your 
statement is• wrong. 

Mr. Sizer.] 
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Mr. SIZER: And the State shops were 
run at a loss while the private shops were 
being run at a profit. 

The SECRETARY FOR PVBLIC \YORK~ : Why 
•Car2not you speak the truth about it? 

Mr. SIZER : The hon. gentleman 1s not 
much of an authoritv on the truth. 

The SEruETARY FOR. PUBLIC \VoRKS: I am 
an authority on the question you are talking 
about. 

Mr. SIZER:. I am taking the figures as 
supplied by the Commissioner for Trade. I 
'vas 'vorking on an ana lysis, and, acc.ording 
to that, there must have been a savmg on 
those .figures of 5.86d. on every pound of 
meat sold at the State butcher shops. That 
is absurd. 

The SECRETAHY FOH PUBLIC \VORKS: J have 
told you that the amount of meat soli in the 
State butcher shops represented one-third. of 
the toJ·al aJr>ount consumed in the State, and 
that the profit works out at l~d. per pound. 

:\1r. SIZER : The Minister has no reason 
to claim that the Government have been 
responsible for anything else except what 
has happened in relation to their own shops. 
He has no reason to contenrl that the State 
shops were responsible for saYing an amount 
{)£ money to the people because the other 
shops were selling at the same prices. 

The l::lECRETARY POR PvnLrc V\T ORKS : A,m I 
not entitled to take crodit for reducing the 
price of meat 3d. per lb.? 

Mr. SI7.ER: I heard the hon. member 
for Albert last night sav that the Govern­
ment take credit for everything. On those 
figures a direct SftYing of £3,000,000 to the 
people cannot be borne out except by a 
big stretch of imagination. or unless· the 
analysis is on very doubtful grounds. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC WoRKS: 2\fot on 
as doubtful a ground as you are. 

Mr. SIZER : I know that I am on safe 
ground. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Your 
·figures .are inaccurate. 

Mr. SIZER: I want to deal with the 
question of our public debt in its relation 
not only to progress but in relation to the 
loan money we arc spending at the present 
time. I also wish to ,how its groat burden. 
the effect of the immense amount of our 
taxation. end the fact that e are making 
no provision for meeting future commitments 
although we are continuing to borrow. I 
am not going to opposo borro\ving entirel~,, 
but wo are making no provision to n1eet tho 
situation bv affording relief to the people 
paying that taxation. Wo undoubtedly have 
reached tho maximum of our bearing 
capacitY. I am not objecting to a great 
<lea! of tl111 loan expenditure, as a grout 
amount of devolonmental work must be con­
tinued if we wish to open the country for 
set,t_lcment, and we can only pursue that 
po<~cy by the use of loan money. The basis 
of my argument is that the taxation of the 
number of neople here to-da v has reached 
its limit. To place further 'taxation upon 
their shoulders must have the effect of retard­
ing- the State. I consirler that any loan 
policy we £\O into should be accompanied 
by a vigorous policy of immigration; that is 
the only basis on which we can progress. I 
shall show the effect both waYs-in States 
where this policy has been adopted, and in 

[Mr. Sizer. 

States whore it has not been adopted. I 
have a certain amount of pleasure in quoting 
from a 'peech made by the present Treasurer 
on 24th September, 1912, when speaking on 
the question of immigration. The hon. gen­
tleman said~ 

"Ko doubt when the hon. gentleman 
is speaking, he will tell us exactly what 
has boon spent on immigration. The 
Premier has at last found the correct 
policy regarding imrnigration-the neces­
'3ity of making conditions attractive and 
satisfactory enough for workers in this 
State, so as to attract immigrants with­
out the necf,ssity of paying their passage. 
lie admits that large numbers of people 
from the old country arc being attracted 
to Queensland, no doubt because of the 
prosperity that Queensland is enjoying 
in n1any of her industries." 

The Treasurer was then on porfectl.v sound 
ground. _\t that time Queensland's public 
debt was nothing to what it is to-dav. Simi­
larly, unemployment aRd taxation were 
nothing then to what they arc to-d1ty, while 
nt that time a large number of immigrants 
wt'rc coming 1n. 

The SECRE'fARY FOR AcRICcLTC:RJ;: Do vou 
kr:ow that \VC were increasing our popilla­
tion in a way that compares fa,vourably with 
2\[ ew South Wales during the years 1921 and 
1922? 

Mr. SIZER : I am prepared to contest 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR ACRTCULTURE : You twed 
not do that, because the figures arc prepared 
by the Commonwealth Stati>tician. 

J,1r. SIZER: During- the Treasurer's 
administrative period he has not followed out 
that policy in its entirety. undoubtedly he 
has done so, so far as developmental work 
with loan money is concerned, but tho 
trouble is that wo have been spendin!.i loan 
rnoncy, and loan money. and yet rnore loan 
money, on works which are not giving; a. 
reasonable and adequate return on the cqntal 
eutlay, and we haYe novv accumulated an 
enormou, debt, which puts me in mind of a 
business that has spent all its ea pi ta 1 in 
bare walls and has no monev to trade witJ.1, 
ond then asks for further rrwney for build­
ings only. It is impossible to continue. In 
1911-1912 the interest on the public debt of 
Queensland amounted to £1,724,304. The 
actual charge on revenue on account of loan 
expenditure that year was £349,618, which. 
represented 5.84 per cent. of the revenue of 
£5,989,347. Queensland at that time was 
undoubtedly prosperous. In 1914-15, when 
the present Government came into power, 
the per capita debt of the three eastern 
State>s 'vas-

Victoria .. 
New South Wales 
Queensland. 

The TREASURER: What 
Australia? 

£ s. rl. 
51 4 9 
68 7 2 
82 g 2 

about \Ycstern 

Mr. SI7.ER: In 1922 it increased in Vi~­
toria to £63 7s. 2d., or an ir,creooP of £12 
2s, 5d.; in New South Wales to £78 4s. ld., 
or an increase of £9 16s. lld. ; nnd in 
Queensland to £104 Ss. ld., or an increasn 
of £21 18s. lld 

At 10.10 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CooPER (Bremer), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair· 
man in the chair. 
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Mr. SIZER: That shows that, so far as 
ihis State is concerned, during that period we 
had an increase in our public debt to a far 
greatet extent than the other States I have 
mentioned. During that period the number 
,of immigrants arriving in Queensland was 
also less than the number arriving in thfl 
other States. The number of immigrants who 
arrived in Queensland in the vear 1919 wa'l 
6, 007; in New South Wales, 9·6,331 ; and in 
Victoria, 84,751. vVhon I made use of some 
of these figures on the Address in Reply the 
Secretary for Public Vi/ orks contended that 
they were wrong. I have not yet heard of the 
hon. gentleman having refuted them, and I 
am going· to quote some of the same figurH 
again. In 1920 the number of immigrants 
arriving in Queensland totalled 4,151; m 
New Sonth Wales, 69,135; in Victoria, 
19,302. In 1921 the number of immigrants 
arriYing in QueC'nsland was 4,269; in New 
South \V,\les, 54,578; in Victoria, 15,883. The 
average for the three years was-

Qucensland 4,809 
New South ·wales 73,348 
Victoria 39,979 

'The figures I have quoted show that during 
the period mentioned Queensland had a larger 
increase in its public ·debt than either of the 
other States referred to, and at the same time 
the increa•·e in population in Queensland was 
less than in those other States. 

The TREASURER: You only show the num­
ber of imn1igrants, not the increase in 
population. 

Mr. SIZER: The increase in population 
Dt.her than by immigration would only be 
from natural sources. 

The TREASURER: And from the other States 
-that is a big factor. 

Mr. SIZER: And from the other States, 
too. 

The TREASURER: The ratio of increased 
population is greater m Queensland than in 
any other S'tate. 

lVlr. blZ.J<;.K: 1 am not prepared to argue 
that. I have never argued that the railways 
could be made to pay. I do not think any 
Government in the world could make them 
pay, because we have in Queensland over 
5,000 miles of railwa~- and only about 800,000 
of a population. We have more railways than 
the whole of Japan, which has a population 
of 60,000,000 people. We have enough rail­
ways already constructed to supply the needs 
of 50,000,000 or 60,000,000 people. My objec­
tion is that the Government have done what 
past Governments have done, and arc not 
providing industries and a population to mccke 
those railways pay so that we shall get a 
reasonable return for our loan expenditure. 
In the face of that, to increase our public 
debt and make no provision for immigration 
is a police which is unsound and will bring 
about a state which is not desirable. 

The TREASURER : The hon. member is ignor­
ing the fact that we arc making provision 
for an increased population. 

Mr SIZER : I honestly believe the Trc'1-
surer thinks he is, but he is not making any 
serious attempt to bring immigrants hero. 

The TREASURER: We are making prepara­
tions for an increased population. 

Mr. SIZER : We may get into an argu­
ment about what is an increased population. 

The TREASURER : W o arc opening the 
Burnett lands, the P almerston lands, and the 
Maranoa wheat lands. All this means pre­
paration for an increased population. 

At 10.15 p.m., 
The CHAIR~IAN OP CoMMITTEES (Mr. Kirwan, 

Brisbane) resumed the chair. 

Mr. 817.ER: The Treamrer may say he 
i·- doing that, but I want to test the sound­
ness of his argument by saying that to 
dc•velop these lands means the expenditure 
of more public money, 1md it will be many 
years before c get a return for the capital 
invc .. ted. vVe alrcadv have a large amount 
of 1noncy i1H P'sted in ~our rctilways, and there 
is any amount of land adjoining these rail­
way3 which i'·· not being used to its fullest 
capacity. 1\1y argument is that the sounder 
policy, in viC\\ of the position of Queensland 
with regard to the public debt, would be to 
consolidate our position, nuher than to go 
in for development in new directions. It 
puts mo in mind of an crmy which has 
stormed a position and lost a large number 
of men in doing so. The advantage gained 
from securing that position has been worth 
the sacrifice; but if the position is not con­
solidated when taken, the effort is only a 
waste of life and inoncY. That, to my mind, 
is the position of the State. We have 
already spent that money, and have not 
consolid,ted our position. \Ve arc going to 
storm another position without having made 
good the ground \VO have taken. I would 
not object to the expenditure of loan money 
to n1ake our existing r.aihvays productive. 
'l'he section of the North Coast line to 
Gympie pays, and if we could make all our 
railways self-supporting, the expenditure of 
the money in doing so would be reproduc­
tive in the true sense of the word. 

Mr. PEASE: Do you advocate State under­
takings? 

Mr. SIZER: While the hon. member was 
speaking r0cently, he road a pamphlet from 
which it would appear that the members 
of this .r.art~ were in. fav,our of .. State co;'-
cerus. lHe HUll. 111UII!Uel" .KllUVl;j Llli:LL we uv 

not favour State enterprises. I want to show 
that in the State where there has been tl• o 
most immigration, the percentage of 
revenue required to pay the, interest on the 
national debt has become less than in the 
S1ate where there has been the !Past immi­
gration. I have here the figure' showing the 
percentage of revenue required to pay 
interest on the public debt in the States of 
Queensland and Victoria horn 1914-1915 to 
1922-1923. I take Victoria for comparison 
v, ith Queensland, because that is th2 State 
which will suit the purposes of my argument 
when I come to industrial development later 
on. Those are the figures-

1914-15 
11l15-1G 
191A-17 
1917-lR 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-2~ 

-----l--'-'-ic_t_or_i_"_· _I Qneenolan~ 
Ptw Pent. 

10·5 
5·H 
fdJ 
3·!l 
3·7 
4·3 
4·0 
3·fl 

Per ('pnt 

:-1·7'2 
10·7~ 
14H 
17·7:) 
20·48 
14·64 
1()·81 
18·18 

Victoria adopted a policy of immigration, 
and consolidated the position of their indm-

111r. Sizer.] 
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tries with the money which it had borrowed. 
?'he result was that by the year 1921-1922 
1t had increased its industrial concei"lJR 
and . reduced its percentage of revenue 
reqmred to pay the interest on its public 
debt to 3.6 per cont. In Queersland the 
position was reversed. This State started off 
>vith a percentage of 3.72 JJer cent. at the 
time 11 hen the Treasurer ,"nade his spePch 
about immigration, but it neglected to du 
those things which Victoria has done, and 
it has now arrived at the position that ,\"8 
require 18.18 por cent. of our revenue t.·J 
meet the interest on our public debt. 

The TREASCRER; ·what is the conclusion? 

Mr. SI?;ER: The hon. gentleman nannot 
deny the conclusion if he admit'· that my 
ftgures arc correct. It is obvious that the 
position in the two State·. is exactly rm·ersed. 

The TREASCRER: ·what Jo0s t.har nrcve? 
In \Vestern Au,tralia. where they have an 
immigration policy, they are worse off than 
we arc. 

Mr. SIZER: I have not had timtl to get 
t1Jose. figure~. The rrreasurer nla.J be correct, 
but In V\'cstern Amtralia thov ha•:e been 
suffering fOJ~ rnany year~ frorn ~the fin::-"ncia~ 
debacle caused by a Labour Governmettt. 
I have somr other figures ro sho·.•; that th•' 
poiicy adopted !n Victorta of spendincr pLtblic 
money. l1roduc1_Ively has brought a.bou[ an 
expan"'-,JOn of 111elustrv. Kobodv c·Hi ,dcnv 
!hat it _is usol{~Ss to be~ prosperouS in prirn:_,rj 
1ndustncs unle::;s we also [')<i\· attention t() 

secondary industries. It is £L,ti1e for us to 
be a primnry-pn1ducing Stnto aloue and let 
tht' other States do all our manufnchuin'( 
for. U'' and 1nake us the (hunr,ing ground fol.~ 
then produet". 

Nir. PE.\SE: There is no reason whc- pt ivato 
enterprise should not do that. " 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member knows 
[jUi~c welJ that, if a sr11ali (•on1pany starts 
bus mess ill Queensland wit,h a en pi to l of 
£5,000. anJ makes a profit of £0.000, it 
t.rmnedw tely pays income tax (l:l the 
rna.xirnum rate. 

Mr. l'EASE: £60! 

JV!:r. SIZER: \Ye· have' to get into a similar 
pos1hon to the other StatPs. Victoria ha3 
been. catC>_rin~ for secondary industries, and 
s:fle 1s vv1~1n~ng Ycry great success in thrtt 
hne; but It IS bccotning 1noro auU more diffi­
cult to esL1blish mctnufacturing conccms here, 
a~ I kn!?w to my SOlTO\V. \Tictoria,' ~ pr.!ic:,T 
of r~ducmg her public debt and encourNging 
tmnugratton and 1ndustrv has had a renL'lrk-
8 ble effect on her n1anllfacturing concern!", 
the growth of which I contend is the dircd 
rdlex of that policy. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR RAIVNAYS: She' ha, a 
smaller arm1 and shorter railwav -di~tat:'ccs, 
but higher fares and fre'ght.s. · 

Mr. SIZER: I admit that the long dis­
tances m Queensland have made it difficult 
for our railways, but it doe; not alter the 
fact that in an industrial sense coal is 
chea,per in B1·isbane than in Y(elbournc 
up to the present. But now Victoria is 
developing the l\Ion;ell coal seam; to give 
cheaper power to her industries, and spend, 
m,' money for that purpose. 

. Th~ SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Queensland 
1s domg the same. IV e are producing the 
best coal in Australia. 

[Jlr. Sizer. 

Mr. SIZER: Let me quote the number of 
factories in operation in the different States 
in 1914 and 1920-

State. 1914. 11920. I In-. : De: 
creas-', , rrea~e. 

-------------------· ----
New South 

\Vale~ 
5,269 fi,S37 56·'' 

Victoria 5,650 t\532 882 I 

()neensland 1.7Df> 1.70:) 
South A us- 1,~23 l,43q l15 

trnlia 
Western A1~s· 787 895 JOS 

tralia 
Ta~mania 603 616 13 

That shows that during that time there 
must have been a greater degree of indus­
trial prosperity in the other States, and that 
it brought about that large increase in the 
number. of factorieo, whe1:eas in Qupensland 
there was a decrease of one in the number 
of factories. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Give now 
1he percentage of profit in the different 
States. 

;\1r. SIZER: The percentage of profit 
would. be against the argument of the hon. 
gentleman. If Queensland showed a. greater 
prcfit-I do not say that Queensland does­
for the lesser number of factories than the 
other S: ates, it would mean that this State 
was going very close to the establishment of 
combine:-;, whereas perhaps in ,~iC'toria there \. 
would be a number of factories earning a 
reasonablf' amount of profit. 

Let me now give the numbt'r of employees 
m the factories in the different States-

State. 1911. . 191+. I fn- ll<'· 
I ere:; sP. cr~~a j('. 

--~-~~-~-~-~-~-·---

Xe"· South 11 G,•· ll ! J.1 >.011 I 2.-<,-!00 
W1les 

v i"r.oria 11 <,son 1-10,7-13 22::±+ 
QuePn~land 4-3,28:2 43,1 DG 8(} 
Ronth Aus- 26,'-'7L! :30,±30 3,5;lG 

tralia 
We<·tt>nl A'lS· 17,610 17,03-! 600 

tralh 
Tasman~n 8,02:.. 10,2?.) J ,3f):3 

That shows that during that period Queens­
land did not progrcs; in the same proportion 
as the other States. To make my argument 
quite. conclusive, let me quote these figures 
relattng to Queensland-

I 
1 11nt. 101-1. 

Factor;~-----~~ 1,700 

Employees .. I 37, 1:)6 43,2P.2 
I 

Tncreft:._•C 
(:l )'\ 1fS). 

139 

\1,120 

Those figurt'l show conclusively that. durjng 
the time that this State was progressmg 
under an immigration policy, the industrial 
prosperity was greater, and there was a 

greater increase jn the nun1bcr of 
[10.30 p.m.] factorie' and the number of 

employees engaged in the fac­
tories. The figures, despite what hon. mem­
bers opposite say, prove beyond a shadow of 
a doubt that the progress follmvmg the adop· 
tion of that policy in 1911 was remarkable, 
but during the rest of the period Queensland 
stagnated because we dropped tha.t policy, 
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whereas in States where that policy was 
continued progress resulted. 

Mr. PEASE: You are a very little Queens­
lander. I can give you a list of Queens­
land factories selling their products in the 
South. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member is making 
a. very big mistake in designating me a little 
Quepnslander. I do not think it is 
unpatriotic to " State, if one holds the view 
that the policy that is being administered 
iu that State is bringing about a different 
result to what was intended, to state the 
fact. If a member can pro\e conclusively 
that it is so, he is neglecting his duty as a 
Queenslander if he neglects to do so. The 
hon. member .for South Brisbane last night 
expressed satisfaction that there would be no 
more loans free of taxation. I agree with 
him. The hon. member might have called 
me a little Queenslander in 1919 when I 
advocated that. I believe I moved an 
amendment to thP effect that that principle 
should cease. 

Tlw TRFASCRER: There was no amendment 
moved. 

l\Ir. SI?;ER: The hon. gentleman, no 
doubt, remembers me raising the question. 

The TRK\SDRER: The hon. member raised 
it after three nwmbers on this side of the 
House raised it. 

l\lr. i:OIZER : It was not raised by any 
member on the Government side until the 
hon. member for Brisbane raised it last 
night. 

Mr. 1-IARTLEY: Kon::;cnse! You ha Ye been 
asleep. 

Mr. SIZER: 'The hon. member does his 
fa.ir share of sleeping. I give credit to the 
Govcrnn1ent now for ren1oving the bad 
principle thrtt has boon associated with recent 
loans. 

The Tm:.iScRCR: The onlY State Govern­
ment oppo:3ing it is the Naiionali:,t Govern­
meut of ;\low South \Vales. 

Mr. SIZER: I do not e:tre. It was said 
to mo by interjection when I advocated it 
before, " Your own Comrnon-,\ ealth Govern­
ment have done it." I said that they were 
equally wrong in doing it. It is a wrong 
policy. It does not matter what Govern­
ment pursue that policy, it does not remove 
the guilt of this Government. The Govern­
mout h:tve not rmid the attention to the 
loan question that they should, and they 
have been spending !oar. money without 
consolidating our position. The natural 
corollary is that an adrlitional burden must 
fall on the people. The Government are 
proposing a loan expenditure of £5,000,000. 
Undoubt.cdly, they have good reasons for 
doing so. I am sure that the Treasurer 
recognises the importance of this, as, with the 
conversions, it will rnean an increase in our 
interest bill of something approaching 
£600,000, which will have to be met out of 
revenue. That will fall on the shoulders 
of the people who ar·G already within the 
boundaries of Queensland. 

The TREAScRER: Did you say £600,000 this 
year? 

Mr. SIZER: No, when the negotiations 
arc completed, it will amount to that, 
approximately. I presume the Treasurer will 
make arrangements at an increased interest 

raie of about la per cent. vVe have 
£25,000,000 of loan money falling due, and 
we propose to spend another £5,000,000, and 
1 per cent. on the whole amount will be 
about £600,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR PeRLIC WORKS: A little 
over £250,000 on the conversion. 

Mr. SIZER: The additional burden, as a 
result of the conversion, will be about 
£250,000 or £260,000, and, assuming that the 
£5,000.000 will be floatPd at 5~ per cent., 
our total additional burden when the trans­
actions are completed, will he in the vicinity 
of £600,000. That has to go on to the 
shoulders of the people who are already 
here. My argument is that that burden is 
too great for that small number of people­
not too great for Queensland, but for the 
small number of people here. The corollary 
is that you must increase your population 
and haYe a vast system of immigration to 
place that atlditional burden on more 
shoulders. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That's a pretty good argu­
ment for prospective immigranb-to bring 
them here to tax them. 

Mr. SIZER: The immigrants coming here 
from the old country, by and large, have 
made good, and have been assets to the 
country. In conjunction with our loan 
expenditure, "\VC must dPvelop our immigra~ 
tion policy. Hon. members opposite will 
raise the old cry that, if we increase the 
number of immigrants, we shall increase 
unemployment. That is an unsound argu­
ment, and has not been borne out by facts. 
During the periods mentioned in the earlier 
part of rrp,_ speech, the percentage of unen1-
ployrncnt, when immigration was greatest, 
has been le'.''· The percentage in 1918-19 
was-

Per cent. 

Queensland 8.5 
New South Wales 5 
Victoria 4.3 

For 1920-·and there was then a great inuni­
gl a tion policy going on in the other States·-· 
the figures 1·cad-

Per cent. 

Queensland 16.3 
New South Wales 6.9 
Victoria 7.3 

For 1921-
Per cent. 

Queensland 11.3 
New South Wales ... 11.9 
Victoria 5.9 

And for the three years an average of-

Per cent. 

Queensland 12.03 
New South Wales 7.9 
Victoria 5.8 

Which proves that the States which have 
had a vigorous policy of immigration have 
brought about a similar percentage of 
incr0ase of revenue to pay interest on public 
debts. They have increased their industrial 
prosperity by an additional number of fac­
tories and by an increased nQmber of workers. 
In addition, they have had a lower percentage 
of unemployment. 

I cannot see why this State cannot go on 
along those lines. I am convinced that the 

Mr. Sizer.] 
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Treasurer agrees with me that it is impos­
sible for uB to put this tremendous debt on 
the shoulders of the small number of people 
at present in the State. We must have more 
people here to produce more wealth; rr:ore 
industries to enable us to pay taxatiOn. 
l:nless we do thi,;-if w<' are simply going to 
sit in our own dugouts-we shall always be 
as we are to-day. \Ve have the resources, 
but we are not doing our duty as legislators 
to develop those resources along proper 
lines. 

A loa.n policy is essential, because no Go­
vernment can have a policy of progress unless 
they have a loan policy. The Governmn'lt 
mu~t spend loan money, but for goodne"' 
sake let us spend it on reasonable proposah 
that arc likely to give us some return. In­
stead of spending large sum-s of mon~y on 
TIC\V raihvays, let us ~pend nlOl'O Hlonc:;-T :n dP­
YCloping our prC'8PJit raihnty:'- to a proftt~!Jlt> 
point. I quite agree that it is necessary to 
complete the Korth Coast Railw<ty, but what 
will be the position if we spend the most of 
the £5.000,000 it is inh•ndcd to i•oJTO\'; on 
new railv. ays? It is unsound to expend any 
of that money, which will probably cost us 
5 per cent., on new railways that "··ill only 
return 1 por cent. It will mean a dead loss of 
4 per cent. \Ye want to make some pro­
vision fer developing lands along the existing 
railways so that they will got more freight 
and u1oro passengers. Give thc"'c railv. ays a 
chance to pay. That is one policy that must 
be pursued. SecondlY, we must not con­
tinue the vendetta against private enterprise . 

. We should give encoura.gernent to private 
enterprise. The Government would be wi3e 
if they allowed five years' exemption from 
income taxation to all new companies estab­
lished in Quf'ensland to develop our resource'· 
I moved in that direction on one occasion, 
and I am still convinced that it would be a 
sound proposal. 

\Ve have a Primary Producers' Organisa­
tion Act, and vve want to encourage prirnary 
producers to control their own industry. \Ve 
also want to encourage people to put thEir 
capital into secondary industries. To do 
that would be ono of the soundest policies that 
the Government could adopt. Those things, 
in conjunction with a vigorous immigration 
policy, would bring about a much better stat8 
of affairs in Queensland, while to continne 
a policy of piling more and mDre burdens 
on the already scant population is unsound 
in every shape and form, and the Govern­
ment will be wise if they drop it. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported progress. 

The resumption of the Committee was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 

DEATH OF SIR PoPE CooPER. 

The PREMIER : I beg to move-

" That the House, at is rising, do 
adjourn until 6.30 p.m. to-morrow." 

That will give hon. members an opportunit.v 
of attending "the funeral of the late Chief 
Justice, Sir Pope Cooper. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at 10.45 p.m. 

l"11r. ~izer. 

Questions. 




