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THURSDAY, 30 AUGUST, 1923.

The Seeaxkr (Hon. W. Bertram, Mareey

took .the chair at 3.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.
CosT OF INKERMAN IRRIGATION WORKS.
Mr. MOORE (Aubigny), in the absence of

Myr. Swayne {(d/irani), asked the Sccretary
for Public Lands—

““1. In connection with the Inkerman
irrigation works and the increase in their
cost from the original estimate of
£130,000 to that of £392,851 on the 30th:
June last—how much of the item—
machinery and material, £293,924-—was
spent on Australian manufactures, how
much on British goods, and how much on
foreign machinery and material ?

2. In the increase on the original sum
of £19,728 ostimated as being sufficient
to pay for wages to the cost of £98,927
on the 30th June last—how much is repre-
seuted by expendiiure in the clearing of
land, and v hut is the arca cleared on that
date, and what was the original estimate
for this work?

3. How much of it has been spent in
well-sinking, and how many wells had
been sunk on 30th June last, and what
was the original estimate for the cost of
well-sinking?  Are any more wells re-
quired to complete the scheme, and what
was the original cstimate of the cost of
well-sinking 7

“4. What was the expenditure on the
erection of poles up to the 30th June
last? How many were then erected?
Are any more required? What was the
original estimated cost of the ercction of
the poles? Have any poles, after being
erected, been removed ?
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“5 What was the cost of the labour
employed upon the erection of the power-
house? Is this amount included in the
sum of £98,927—the cost of the labour
employed on the works up to 30th June
last?

“ 6. What is the total cost of the Inker-
mai irrigation works when completed?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay), in the
absence of the Secretary for Public Lands
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairas), replied—

“1 to 6. The information is not yet
available, but the full particulars will be
supplied when the Estimates are being

discussed.”

SToCcKS OF INFERIOR WHEATS SOLD BY WHEAT
BoARD.

Mr. DEACON (Cunninghain)
Secretary for Agriculture-—

“1. Is the £49,820 10s. credited to
inferior wheats of the 1920-21 pool in
the Auditor-General’s report of 30th June,
1022, still credited to inferior wheats in
the Wheat Board accounts?

““2. Are there any charges against that
amw.ount not included in the report?

“%. Was the cash balance credited to
inferior wheats used in paying the 8d
balance due on f.a.q. wheats?

‘4. Has the Board sold the stocks in
hand—1920-21 pool-—mentioned in the
report ?

asked 1ihe

“5. What was the net amount real-
ised 77’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham) replied—

“1 to b. Inquiries will be made. Re-
garding this and questions of a similar
nature, I desire to say that, this Govern-
ment having given the wheatgrowers of
Queensland, by special Act of Parliament,
the most complete form of control of their
own industry, through a board elected
by themselves, the Minister should not
be asked to interfere with what is
obviously the business of the Board. If
the honourable member is a wheatgrower,
he should make any complaint to his re-
presentative on the Board. If he is not
a wheatgrower, he should practise what he
preaches and endeavour to keep the Board
free from what he calls ‘ political inter-
ference.” ”’

STaTe ENTERPRISES—CHARGE FOR AUDIT AND
LIABILITY TOo Pay StTamr Dury.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba), in the
absence of Mr. Elphinstone (Oxley), asked
the Secretary for Public Works—

“1. Is any charge made by the Audit
Department for auditing the accounts of
the State enterprises under the control
of the Commissioner for Trade? If so,
what fees have been charged to the
respective enterprises to date?

“ 2. Is stamp duty paid by State enter-
prises such as is charged in the case of
similar operations carried or by private
entérprise ?”’
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied—

“ 1. Yes, as determined by the Auditor-

General. Annual fees—

£
State butchery 200
State cannery ... ... 60
State fishery .. 60
State hotel .. 25
State produce agency ... 100
State refreshment-rooms 120
State stations 160

“ 2. Stamp duty is paid where required
by law.”

PAPER.
The following paper was laid on the
table and ordered to be printed : —

Third Annual Report of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, being the report
for the year ended 30th June, 1923.

SUPPLY.
FiNaNoIAL STATEMENT—IRESUMPTION OF IDEBATE.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
Question stated—

“That there be granted to His
Majesty, for the service of the year 1923-
1924, a sum not exceeding £300 to defray
the salary of the Aidecamp to His
Excellency the Governor.”

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): The appeal for
sympathy that has been made by the Trea-
surer in the Financial Statement is worthy
¢i comment. I ihink that, when he was
making his second reading speech on the
Government Loans Redemption and Conver-
sion Bill, he indicated that the credit of
the State was all that 1t should be: that
the assets were amply sufficient to warrant
the people who held the money to lend the
State all that was required.  Yet in the
fivst paragraph of his Financial Statement
he said that he is noi to be envied in his
position. The reason that he is not to be
envied is owing to the legislation of the
Government—to the short-sighted and spite-
ful legislation and the squaudering of the
revenue and loan funds. That is why he
fears going to Hngland, and I want the
reople of Queensland to understand that the
burdens that they have to Dbear and the
extra costs imposed upon them arise from
the maladministration of the Government
and from the class of legislation brought in
by them. I do not want any excuses to be
offered regarding the war and the delegation.
I want the people thoroughly to understand
that these drawbacks arise from maladminis-
tration and reckless and wanton extrava-
gance. There is no blinking the fact, and 1
want it to be thoroughly understood. When
the Treasurer was bringing in his Govern-
ment Loans Redemption and Conversion Bill
he made a long apology for the repudiation
Act that had been passed, endeavoming to
prove that expediency should be considered
mstead of rvight. I would not mention this
but for the fact that my silence might be
consirued as approval, and it might indicate
that there were extenuating circumstances.

Mr. Corrixs : What Bill do you refer to?

Mr. MOORE : The “ Repudiation” Act and
also the Brisbane Tramway Purchase Act.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I rise to a point
of order. I have been in this Chamber eight
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vears and T should like to know whether it
has passed any legislation known as the
Repudiation Bill?

The CHAIRMAN : A point of order hasbeen
raised by the hon. member for Bowen, who
asks for information. So far as I know—and
the records of the House will bear me out—
no such Act has been passed. When hon.
members are referring to any Act of Parlia-
ment, 1 think they should describe it by its
proper name.

Mr. MOORE: If it pleases the hon. mem-
ber I will call it the Land Act Amendment
Act of 1920. Everybody knows what is meant
when one speaks of the “ Repudiation Act”
and what cffect it had. What I want to
point out is that in 1905, when the original
Act was passed, there was no doubt that a
definite agreement was made, and that that
agreement was cmbodied in the 1910 Act and
a schedule was attached to that Act show-
ing all the holdings that came under that
provision.

The SecRETARY FOR MINEs: There has been
a general election since then.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: That is a shocking
admission.

Mr. MOORE: All the elections in the
world do not make a wrong right.
The SEcrersry For Mines: The people

endorsed our action.

Mr. MOORE: I want the people of this
State to recognise that the effect of that legis-
lation has already been felt m Queensland,
We have already felt its effect in the onerous
conditions imposed by the American people
when they lent us money, and we have
already felt its effect in the extra rate of
interest we have had to pay. 1 want the
people to understand that the burden placed
on their shoulders has been caused by the
legislation passed by this Government, and
not by any delegation or any outside

organisation.

The Secrerary ror PusLic Works: Did
not your party agree to return the increased
rents when they got into office ?

Mr. MOORE: We did not; and the hon.
gentleman knows quite well that we did not.

He can find that out by looking up “* Han-
sard.”

Mr. Poirock: Every newspaper said that

it was your miserable policy that led to your
defeat.

Mr. 3OORE: If the hon. member wants
to ascertain what is the definite policy of
this party in that regard, let him look up
¢ Hansard.” He does not want to take it
from the newspapers, If a wrong was com-
mitted in 1905, another wrong in 1920 does
not make it right. The unenviable position
the Treasurer is in to-day is of his own
making, and it is no good looking for sym-
pathy outside. I quite recognise that Queens-
land is in an awkward position, but I realise
that the Government are to blame for that
and the people outside should know it. The
Government should not expect the Opposition
to condone every act of the Government
simply because they happen to be in a tight
corner. We realise that money must be
secured; but we realise that the (overnment
are to blame for the present position, and
let them shoulder the blame and not come
to this Chamber and ask for sympathy. We
knew very well what they were doing at the
time. We warned them about their legisla-
tion and their reckless extravagance, and now
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that a difficult time has come, what is the
good of saying it is due to outside causes?
It is all very fine for the Treasurer to make
this apology when he made his Financial
Statement. We know very well you can
bring yourself to believe anything. I have
a quotation from George Bernard Shaw,
which says—

‘“ There is no harder scientific fact in
the world than the fact that belief can
be produced in practically unlimited
quantity and intensity, without observa-
tion or reasoning, and even in defiance
of both, by the #imple desire to believe
founded on a strong interest in believ-
ing.”

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIc Works: If you
go on quoting George Bernard Shaw, you
will learn a good lot.

Mr. MOORE : I wish I could say the same
of the hon. gentleman. For the last eight
vears we have been endeavouring to teach
him and his cclleagues what is the right
thing to do for Queensland, but unfortunately
they have been too ignorant to learn, or too
obstinate to accept our advice.

The SecrrTsrRY FOR RamLways: You were
taught something at the last election you will
not forget very quickly.

Mr. MOORE: There will be another elec-
tion in three years. I want to get on to this
question of the extravagance of the Govern-
ment, and wish to show that the reckless
extravagance that has been going on is one of
the reasons why the credit of Quecnsland,
unfortunately, is bad. .

The Secrerary ror PusrLic Works: Your
party are always asking for increased expendi-
ture.

Mr. MOORE: In 1914-15 the public debt
was $£56,869,G46. and in 192223 it had
increased to £87,315,613—an increase of
£30,446,467.

Mr. Payne: Had not the war something to
do with that?

Mr. MOORE: The war had absolutely
nothing to do with it. For this increase of
80 per cent., the receipts have decreased by
13 per cent., and the charge on the revenue
has increased from 3.72 per cent. in 1915 to
16.92 per cent. to-day. From the £56,869,046
of loan money spent on reproductive works
up till 1914, the State received £1,707,729,
and for the £87,315,513 of loan money spent
up to date, we have only received £1,458.317,
or a decrease of £249,412. That means that
with an expenditure of £30,000,000 of loan
money we have received £249,412 less, so
that the increased expenditure of loan funds
has been absolutely unproductive. A private
individual showing such a loss would have
hard work to convince his banker that he
was a fit person to borrow more money. I
think everybody will recognise that, when
we are spending money on reproductive
works, we expect to get some return from
them, and when you remember that
£30,000,000 of borrowed money have been
spent in the last eight years from which
there 1s absolutely no return, that is what I
call wanton expenditure. I will show what
the Treasurer himself thought of expenditure
of that sort in 1913, when he was pcinting
out the absolute absurdity of continuing to
borrow money without getting sufficient
results from it. He then said, as reported
in ¢ Hansard >’ for 1913, page 1238—

“ Western Australia is the only other
State in the Commonwealth that is in a

Mr. Moore.]
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worse position than Queensland from that
point of view, and still, in Western Aus-
tralia, they arec making excellent pro-
vision for the redemption and due retire-
ment of their loans Ly the establishment
of a Sinking Fund, which has not been
done in Quecnsland., So that Queensland
is actually in a worse position than any
other State of the Commonwealth, rela-
tively, in regard to loan indebtedness.
We have a Sinking Fund in Queensland
—that tacked on to the 1910 Act, with
provision for the payment into it of 10s
per cent. per annum. 1 do not know
whether the Government, in their loans
which they have floated since then, have
carried out their obligations in regard
to that matter.”

He goes on to say—

T say that it is not effective, because
it is only 10s. per cent. 1 think it should
be 20s. per cent. I think that Western
Australia has set the cxample to other
borrowing States in the matter of the
provision they are making for the
redemption and vetirement of loans.
The sinking fund in that State varies
from 1 to & per cent. per annum. That
seems an cnormously high amount.”

He was advocating then something which he
failed to carry out when he got into power.
What he did when he got into power was
to wipe out the Sinking ¥und. Then he goes
on—

“There is no doubt that -the interest
burden in connection with the expendi-
turc of loan money is borne to a large
extent by the primary producers and
to an enormous extent by the workers of
the State, who do not enjoy the benefit
of the expenditure of loan money in the
same proportion as speculators and inves-
tors. Farmcrs, primary producers, and
wage-carners generally are not the
people who benefit most by the expendi-
ture of loan money. A great number of
wage-carners do certainly get temporary
employment from the expenditure of loan
money, and to that extent they benefit,
but 1t is only a small benefit they
receive.”’

Those are the remarks of the Treasurer at
that time. He is in a position to-day to
carry out the precepts that he advocated
on that occasion, but we find the greatest
expenditare that has ever taken place in the
history of Queensland, both Joan money and
revenue, but we do not find the prosperity
that we were led to believe would be brought
about. You, Mr. Kirwan, quoted the
immense number of visitors at the Exhibi-
tion as a proof of our prosperity, but the
Treasurer himself recognises that 1t is only
a temporars prosperity, which is caused by
the expenditure of huge sums of loan money,
and when the enoriious amount of borrow-
ing has to be stopped, it is generally
followed by a period of depression.

Mr. Kinso: We are to spend £5,000,000
of loan money this year.

Mr. MOORI : That expenditure cannot go
on, and the time comes, on the morning
alter the night before, when everything is
not so pleasant.

Hon. W. H. BarxEs: They are knocking
off railway men now.

Mr. Peasg: They do not keep them on
after their job is finished.

[Mr. Maore.
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Mr. MOORE: I want to point out the
percentage items of State revenue to show
the position Qucensland is in with regard
to taxation receipts, as cowpared with the
other States. In New South Wales taxation
represents 21.71 per cent of the total revenue,
in Victoria it represents 20.19 per cent., in
Queensland, 29.22 per cent., in South Aus-
tralia, 22.68 per cent., and in Western Aus-
tralia—which is a large undeveloped State,
and practically in the same position as
regards development as  Queensland—it,
represents 14.07 per cent. The return from
money invested in public works and services,
as compared with the interest on the cost of
such works and services in the various States,
represents in New South Wales 62.35 per
cent., in Victoria 56.90 per cent., in Queens-
land only 43.72 per cent., in South Australia
58.36 per cent., and in Western Australia
55.36 per cent. We are the worst-off State
as regards taxation, and also the worst-off
State as regards production, in regard to
our services on which loan money has been
spent. .

Mr. PEASE:

. And we have the
Opposition.

(Government laughter.)

Mr. MOORE: We also have the worst Go-
vernment—I do not know that that is any-
thing to be proud of. We certainly have
that one black spot in an otherwise white
Australia. I trust that after the next elec-
tion that will be remedied. Government
taxation is becoming such a serious burden
{and we arc getting also other taxes) that I
would like to draw attention to the position.
We have a Main Roads Act on the same
principle as the Victorian measure, and I
would like to peint out what has happened
in Victoria with regard to taxation for main
roads. because the same thing is gradually
crecping on us in Queensland. For that
purpose I shall read the following newspaper
extract :—

worst

“ Rurar TaxatioNn BURDEN.

“ Councillor Jones reviewed the finan-
cial position of the Warragul Shire, and
said that through the Country Roads
Board the council had expended
£120,000 on roads. Up to the present
the shire had just been able to meet
interest and other charges by striking
a rate of 2s. 4d. on a high valuation.
But the newly made roads were now
beginning to wear, and the maintenance
“hi s and loan intercst practically
‘bed the whole of the rate. The
shire overdraft now was £3,846, and the
council would have to increase the rate
to 2s. 9d. next year. In his opinion the
council would soon reach a rate of 3s.
6d., which would be a crushing burden
for the farmer. as 3s. 6d. in the £1
annual valuation representrd the loss
of 1 acre in every 6. Such discourage-
ment to the producer would be disas-
trous. He did not wish to be pessimistic,
but there was no sense in the ratepayers
or the Government living in a fool's
paradise. In six years the shire valua-
tions had hbeen increased 50 per cent.
Notwithstanding the record revenue this
year the shire had gone £2,000 behind;
and if the present high valuations fell
again, where was the council to get the
necessary revenue?”’

We in Queensland are getting into the same
position—not immediately, but gradually.
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“We have the same double taxation—the shire
council rates and the Main Roads Board
rates, in addition to the ordinary taxes—or
the extraordinary taxes—which are levied by
the Government.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
you repeal the Main Roads Act?

Myr. MOORE: No. I would amend it so
as to make the burden on the producers
a little lighter, because we are building roads
which are costing them too much.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: On
whom would you put the burden?

Mr. MOORE: I would alter the law so
that the cnormous cxpenditurc on roads,
which arc far beyond the nceds of the dis-
trict they go through, would not be incurred.
We can build roads to-day which would carry
all the traflic of the population in the
country districts for much less money.

Would

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTULTURE: Your
party have no vision; you cannot look
ahead.

Mr. MOORE: Having vision is all right
if the pecople in the country can bear the
load until such time as the extra population
comes along. But that is going to be a
struggle. At the present time we are spend-
ing money on roads which arc too good for
the districts through which they pass, be-
cause the districts are too sparsely settled
to carry the burden.

Mr. W. Coorer: The roads are too good
for the people.

Mr. MOORE: They are too costly for
them to pay for. You could build an
economical road which would carry all the
traffic in the district for half the expense.

‘The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What
did your crowd—the local authorities—do to
make decent roads?

Mr. MOORT: The local aunthorities did
not get the subsidy the Government are
giving the Main Roads Board, but what T
am complaining of is that the expense of
these roads is 0 great. I think the hon.
gentleman must recognise that. He will soon
find it out in his electorate. He thought
that the Railways Guarantee Act was all
right, but, when he found that the people
had to carry too heavy a burden, he took
part in repealing it.

Mr. Giepsox: The Main Roads Board

will allow the local authorities to build their
own roads.

Mr. MOORE: Under their specifications
and supervision.

Mr. GrLEDSON: No; under the specifica-
tions of the local authorities.

Mr. MOORE : I think tha# the hon. mem-
ber does not quite realise the position. If
he had something to do with them, he would
know more about it.

Mr. Grepson: I have had as much to do

with them as anybody else.
Mr. MOORE: Perhaps!
Mr. Grepson: I know I have,

Mr. MOORE : The hon. member for Bowen
said that, when private enterprise had
failed, it was the duty of the State to step
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in. He made the remark in justification for
the State enterprises.

The SECRETARY rOR AGRICULTURE: Do you
not agree with that?

Mr. MOORE: I have yet to sec that the
State stepped in where private enterprise
failed. The Govermmment stepped in in the
very things in which they thought there was
profit, not where they thought the private
individual had failed. They stepped in in
butcher shops; they stepped in in State
stations; they stepped in in sawmills; they
stepped in In coal mines; and we had the
hon. member for Leichhardt telling us the
other night that men who were employed
at the private coal mines had {o leave their
homes and look for work in the State coal
mines which had come into competition with
them,

The SECRETARY TOR
about State insurance?

Mr. MOORE: The onc little ewe lamb of
the  Government—(laughter)—State  insur-
ance, a monopely ! I think we ought to have
got past the time when that has {o be
trotted out on every possible occasion to
justify the State in entering upon the realm
of private business. What I want to point
out is thot the State has entered into enter-
prises that would have becn better if they
had been left to private individuals. They
have not been a success, they have not been
instrumental in reducing prices, and they
have not developed Queensland one iota,
but have only been a burden on the people.

My, GrEpsox: Tell us what enterprises
the Government have embarked upon?

Mr. MOORE: I will at once take the
State sawmills. The Workers’ Dwellings
Board called for tenders for the erection of
workers’ dwellings, the tenderer to stipulate
a price if the timber is obtained from the
State sawmill, and a price if the timber
is obtained from a private sawmill. I find
that in connection with Job 11,177 the ten-
der was £805 if the timber came from a
private mill, and £815 if it came from the
State mill.

The SecreTARY FOR PuBLic Works: Where
do you get that information?

Mr. MOORE: From the tenders down in
the department. I have also obtained the
figures in connection with the following
tenders : —

Private Mill.

AGRICULTURE: What

State Mill.

£ £

410 418

529 544

400 412

799 815

530 545
If the State sawmills have been a benefit
to the people, how is it that, when pcople

tender for workers’ dwellings, they stipulate
a higher price if the timber has to be
obtained from the State sawmill?
Mr. Prasp: You should go up to
Queensland and ses the benefit State
prises have been to the people there.

Mr. MOORE: Why should T go to North
Queensland, when the evidence is at our
very door? When we point out the loss on
State enterprises in one place, we are told
to go somewhere else. Nobody can say that

Mr. Moore.}

North
enter-
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the State butcher shops have been a success.
It is all very well to claim that they have
saved the people a certain amount of money.
The private shops in Toowoomba were able
to undersell the State shop all the time.
Before the State shop came there their
prices were below the State butcher shop
prices, and they continued below the State
shop prices after the establishment of that
shop.

Hon. F. T. Brexsan: How many of the
private shops sold at the proclaimed price?

Mr. MOORE: I do not know.
¥r. PaYNE interjected.
Mr. MOORE: The hon. member would

go to Cairns or somewhere else that we
krew nothing about in order to get informa-
tion to prove that the State enterprises were
a success. (Opposition laughter.) The hon.
member for Ierbert, in speaking about the
Inkerman irrigation scheme, said that 1t
was results that counted. and not the costs.
What are the results? When the Treasurer
was at Heme Hill he intimated that the
Government would have to write off a con-
siderable amount of expenditurc bhecause the
burden was too heavy for the farmers to bear.
You always find that when the State goes
in for heavy expenditure. The Government
do not carc about what ave the result= from
the money expended, but only whether it is
going to purchase support for the member
who happens to represent the district The
money was wastefully expended, and you
have only to look at the Auditor-General’s
report to get confirmation of that statcment.
You will there see the ridiculous estimate
of the cost of the Inkerman works and the
actual cost of those works. When the Trea-
surer went through that district at election
time, he saw that the results were such that
there would have to be a revaluation with a
view to wiping off a large portion of the
expenditure, becauze the burden was too
heavy for the farmers to bear. That is what
I call results. Talking about getting a large
amount of sugar-canc might be very fine
from the polnt of view o the farmer, but
the general taxpayer has to shoulder the
burden of that expenditure.

[4 p.m.]
Mr. CorLniNs: What about the assistance
given to the wheat farmers on the Downs?

Mr. MOORE: They got most of it back
through the Wheat Pool. T am now going
back a little further, because the hon. mem-
her for Bowen, when he came into this
House, had ideals exactly the same as he
has to-day. In ¢ Hansavd,” of 1911, at
page 815, the hon. member is reported to
have said—

T want the men to be free men and
not slaves, and the only way to do that
is to give them free land; and, after
giving them free land, to make them
advances to assist them.”

Mr. Corrins: Hear, hear!

Mr. MOORE: And yet the hon. member
is sitting behind a Government to-day which
will not give them land at all except under
perpetual lease. That is not giving them
land at all. He is sitting behind a Govern-
ment who are endeavouring to make these
people slaves. I want to quote a little more
to emphasise the point I am getting at. The

[Mr. Moore.
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hon. member for Rosewood, in the course of
his speech the other night, said that the dairy
farmers were disorganised. He said that he
would prove it, and that many of the farmers
in the district where the Booval butter fac-
tory is situated send their cream past that
factory to the factory at Kingston, but under
proper organisation that would not occur.
That means that the unfortunate farmer 1s
to be compelled to send his produce to the
factory situated in his district irrespective
of price, management, or any other reason.

‘simply because thele happens to be a factory

in the district where he is organised. We
have the same principle creeping in with the
farmers that exists wherever the Government
have legislated, because it is developing into
the socialisation of industry and because the
Government have chosen to put that part of
their platform into effect.

Mr. Corrins: No wonder voluntary pools
are not the success they. should be when we
have men of your sort.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member is nos
in a voluntary pool of any kind, otherwisa
he would know more about it. The chief
charm inseparable from the hardship of the
man on the land is that he is allowed to be
a free individual. He is not to be tyrannised
over or dictated to as to where he 1s to send
his produce and how long he is to work. He
i+ only limited by his ambition and his own
offorts.  If his self-reliance and initiative are
to be taken away and sou are going to com-
pel him to send the result of This labour to
some place other than where he wants to
sell it, and he is to be subjected to the whims
of 1dea11sts, he is not going to be free. He
1+ a slave—exactly the position the hon.
member for Bowen spoke of when he came
into this House.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
vou believe in co-operation?

Mr. MOORE: I believe in co-operation to
allow the individual to get the best out of
his produce; but, when you bring it down
to compulsion, it is not co-operation.

Mr. COLLINS : Are you a conscriptionist?

Mr. MOORE: I am a conscriptionist so
far as the defence of the country is con-
cerned: but that is-a very different thing to
compelling a man to distribute the resulis
of his own labour in a way other than what
he considers best.

Mr. Prase: What are the people trying to
do with the Kingston butter factors ? Where
is the Kingston butter factory under your
scheme ?

Mr. MOORE: Where they ought to be—
free and independent.

Mr. PeasE: But what is
butter ?

Mr. MOORE: If the XKingston butter
factory were in with the pool, would the
price of butter be any better than it is to-
dav?

Mr.

You say

the price of

PEsSE: Of course it would.
Mr. MOORE: The hon. member does not

know anything about it. He wants to im-
pose conditions on men that he would not
work under himself. I am speaking on be-
half of the individual who wants to control
his own produce in his own way. He has
every right to do so. I will just read a
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quotation taken from a newspaper of 2lst
August—
““ Meatr PooL.

¢ COMPULSORY SCHEME.
““ Pastoralists Anxzious.

““ Brisbane, 21st August.

¢ Considerable interest was aroused in
pastoral circles by the pubhcatlon in the
Press yesterday of the intention of the
Council of Agriculture to procced with
the compulsory meat pool. The cattle-
men were of opinion that the result of the
combined conference held in Txhibition
week, when it was decided to object to
the proposed compulsion, would have
resulted in the scheme being abandoned.

‘“ Surprise was expressed yesterday
when the announcement was made that
the Council of Agriculture had decided
to refer the scheme back to the sub-
committee for further consideration. It is
understood that this is not for the purpose
of withdrawing it. but with the intention
of overcoming the constituiional diffi
culties.
6th September and from conqdmatwn
already given to the points raised, it is
believed by those promoting the' com-
pulsory scheme that the obstacles can be
surmounted.”

A large section of the cattlemen interested in
the question convened a mecting for the pur-
pose of discussing this scheme, and they
practically unanimously twrned it down
because they did not consider it suitable for

. their interests. Now we find that the Council
of Agriculture are not doing what the people
intelested decided upon. They practically
said, ““ We are going to compel them to have
this compulsory pool.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You need
not worry about that. If they don’t want a
pool, they will not have one.

Mr. MOORE: If you have a meeting of
the people interested in the industry, and if
the combined conference turns down the pro-
posal, why do the Council of Agriculture say,
“ We think you ought to have this scheme,
and we are going to compel you to have it?’ ;
Under the Prlmarv Producers’ Association
scheme practically every local producers’
association objected to the appointment of
district agents, as they thought it would be
a waste of money. Were those associations
listened to? They sent their protests down
by the sheaf. The only reply they got was
a special leading article in the Primary
Producers’ Association paper saying they
must have them.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Would
you abolish the Council of Agriculture?

Mr. MOORE: I think too little of such an
" interjection to take any notice of it; the
people know, me too well to take any notluu
of questions of that sort. I am only voicing
the protests of people who have voiced their
protests through the Press, and whose pro-
tests were sent down to the Council of Agri-
culture. We are finding billets for quite a
large number of people under these schemes.
The farmers have to contribute towards the
expenses of the organisation, and, if they say
that this expense is not Justlﬁed why does
not the Council of Agriculture pay attention
to their opinions? The initiative in all
matters is supposed to come from the local
producers’ associations, and all they are asked
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to do at the present time is to confirm some-
thing that is being done by the Council of
Agriculture. I have attended meetings of
the Local Producers’ Associations, and have
observed that what they asked for was turned
down, and what the Council of Agriculture
has done they are supposed to ratify whether
they believe in it or not. In 1911 the hon.
member for Bowen was talking on the cost
of coal and the cost of distribution, when

Mr. D. Hunter interjected—
““ What does it cost to deliver the coai
to the consumer?”
Mr. Collins replied—

“1 will deal with the consumer pre-
sently. The consumer pays for all, 1ust
as the worker pays for all.

¢ The Treasurer: I thought it was the
farmer who paid for all.

“ Mr. CoLrins: I am glad of that inter-
jection that the farmer pays for all.
That is the reason why the farmer has
to work such long hours, because he has
to keep all the parasites that live upon
his labour.”

Are we getting away from that principle?
He has to work longer hours to-day because
a large section of the people work shorter
hours, which increascs the price of the pro-
duets the farmer has to purchase, and he has
to work longer hours to enable him to live.
He has got to work longer hours through
having a lot of officials placed over him. If
the Department of Agriculture had given
greater encouragement to the experts of
their own department and expended more
money on them, we should have had better
results. Instead of that, not even a reason-
able expenditure has been allowed. Now we
have a Council of Agriculture paying ideal-
ists or amateurs blgger salaries than the
department are paying their experts, and [
think the department have every right to
object. They look upon it as their duty 10
carry out a large part of the work that the
Council of Agriculture undertakes, and they
have to bear a large proportion of "the cost.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: Do you
think the Council should be abolished?

Mr. MOORE: I think it should give a
fair deal, and that, when appeals are for-
warded from the Local Producers’ Associa-
tions, those associations should have their
omecmons listened to; they should not have
a large number of pcople that they do not
want foisted upon them. When the Act was
brought in it was definitely stated ihat the
initiation of legislation: would be with the
Local Producers’ Associations,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
the Council of Agriculture.

Mr. MOORE : From them to the District
Councils. and thence to the Council of Agri-
culture for approval. To-day that pozition
is reversed, and no notice is takern of the
protests of the Local Producers’ Associations.
T happen to be the chairman of a Local Pro-
ducers’ Association, and I know the position.
1 am there to get all the benefit 1 can, and
alsg to see if we are getting the conditions
proposed under the Act; if not, io protest.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You want
to override the Council of Agriculture and
get everything vou ask for.

Mr. MOORE: No; but I do not think the
Council of Agriculture should be allowed
to override everyone else irrespective of
protests.

No, with

Myr. Moore.]
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In the Treasurer’s Financial Statement
there is a sort of apoluogy for the disastrous
position into which the railways have got.
This is onc of the most scrious problems that
Gueensland has to deal with. The mere fact
of the Treasurer pointing out that the rates
have anly been raised by 17 per cent. or 19
per cont. and claiming that they compare
favourably with the vates in other States,
and that the railways cairy the farmers’
produce at a lower rate than anv other
State, cannot be taken as a justification for
the unfortunate position in which thev stand,
We started off with our fares and | 5
censiderably higher than those of ¢
Stutes I will quote frop: page 184 of
sard > for 1913. The prosent Seerectars for
Railways shen pointed out the difficultics
under which the primary preoducers had to
labour, and pointed cut the difference between
the freights of Quecnsland and New South
Wales. e quoted the following comparative
rates on things which were necessary for the
farmer to effect improverments: —

100 Miles,
Queensland. N.S.'W,

s. d. s, d.

“ Furniture ... ... 750 44 11
Qils {kerosene, ctc.) 60 0 26 3
Groceries ... .. 50 44 11
Drapery .. 15 0 44 11
Iron, loose ... .. 55 0 44 11
Iron, in cases ... 38 4 3 3
Wire, fencing ... 38 4 1110

"That was for places 100 miles distani, and
if we take the places 500 miles distant we
find that there is a greater dispavity still,
as will be scen from these figures—
500 Miles.
Queensland. N S.W.

s. d. s d.
Furniture ... ... 285 5 ..115 9
Oils (kerosene, etc.) 139 2 ... 78 4
Groceries ... ... 28 5 ..115 9
Drapery .. 235 5 ...115 9
Iron, Joose ... .. 1713 0 ...115 9
Iron, in cases .. 120 9., 97 4
Wire, fencing .. 120 9... 3 9~

“Then he went on to say—

“T quote these figures at lengih, be-
cause 1 wish that information 1o be dis-
seminated amongsi  the settlers and
primary producers of Queensland, to give
them some idea of the disparit+ in the
rates existing hetween New South Wales
and Queensland.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: In what
year did he make that statement?

Mr. MOORE: In 1813, The disparity is
even greater in 1918,

The SECRETARY FOR  AGRICULTURE: The
Tories were then in power.

Mr. MOORE: The disparity is even

greater now when the Labour party is in
power.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: Not
this year. :
Mr. MOORE: The hon. member for

Herbert, in his endeavour to bolster up the
case for the State Government, picked out
-one solitary example.

[My. Moore
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Mr. Pease: I did not pick out one example,
I picked out the rates on agricultural pro-
ducts.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member picked
out the only example he could {ind-—that was
truckloads of agricultural producis. In every
other table Queensland is miles ahead of the
freights in New South Wales, The following
is a list of lowest class freights in 1921 :—

MILES.
50 | 100 500
N T
s.d.l s. d s d.
N. 8. Wales l5 0 6 9 12 4
Victoria. . 3 6. 5 4 12 8
Queensland .. 15 8,10 2 30 3
South Australia (4 3, 8 0 21 1
W. Australia 3 3.4 1 12 5
Tasmania 4 4. 70 ..
That shows that the Quesnsiand rates are

" more than double those of every other Stite,

with the cxcaption of South Australia, for
distances over 590 miles, and we are 1is.
higher than tihat statc. When the Preasurer
was pointing oul the position of the railways
he put it down to the low class of rates ab
which agricaltursl produce waz corrvied. 1
will quote the following table to show what
a very small proportion of freight is carvied
on our railwars at this low rate. The list
shows the percentage of tonnage carried on
the railways at the various freights—

Queensland— Per cent.
Minerals 32.61
Firewood 6.24
Grain and flour ... .. 1.0
Hay, straw, and chaff ... 53
Wool ... 1.71
Live stock .. 10.92
All other commodities 41.71

Only 1 per cent. out of all these freights
represents grain and flour; yet the Trea-
surer states that our bad position is due to
the amount of agricultural produets carried
for the farmers at low rates. Queensiand is
the only State in which the low rate was

regligible  as  regards farmers’ products.
Here are the figurcs for Vietoria—
Per cent.
Minerals 19.04
Firewood 11.23
Grain and four 20.11

Remember, it is only 1 per cent. in Queens-
land—

Per cent.
Hay and straw .. 434
Wool ... .. 071
Live stock ... ... 6.6
All other commodities 37.47

Scuth Australia shows an even bettor result.
Queensland is easily ai the bottom of the
list. New South Wales is noxt to Queens-
land, but New South Wales showed & profit
last year. These figures show the absurdity
of the Treasurer attempiing to make out that
our railways arc in their present position
owing to carrying primary produce st low
rates. When we boil it down. we find that
the proportion amounts to only 1 per cent.
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of the tonnage carried on the railways. I
wish to cowmpare our position with other
States, as this is a very serious matter—

|
N.S. 1Victoria.Queens- South | West ‘ Tas-
‘Wales. ‘ land. | Aus- ‘ Aus- | mania.
]

tralia. | tralia. "

1

Perecentage of Net Revenue on Capital Expenditure.

303 | 327 | 0566 | 148 | 164 | 272
Net Revenue per Average Mile Worked.
£ ' £ £ I £ 7 £ [ £
615 63 | o | 1z | s | 1os
Net Revenue per Train Mile Run.
d. . 1oda. d. o d. d.
34-06 ‘ 20506 [ 516 12-04 1458 ‘ 21-42
! i

In every case Quecensland is the worst off.
All this canuot be due to agricultural produce
being carried at a low rate. Thoere 1s some-
thing else that may have something to do
with it, and in this connection I would like
to quote from the * Courier ” of 18th August,
1922—

“ At the last staff board meeting, Mr.
Sullivan., general president of the
F.AU.L.E., Queensland branch, and the
association’s representative on the above
board, very graciously and quite volun-
tarily informed the departmental heads
in words implying the following:—(1)
That the cleancrs of to-day were abso-
lutely uncoutrollable; (2) that they would
not a tend to their work; (3) that they
regarded the job as a joke; (4) that they
laughed at supervision; (5) and as a
parting shot for the cdification of the
heads, concluded by remarking that was
it any wonder that the engines in this
dep6t were in such a filthy condition,
and the invidious position the organisa-
tions were in upon being asked (in the
event of a cleaner being dealt with by
the department) to fight his case for
exoneration.”

When you get the president of a union mak-
ing stalements like that, it shows that there
are other conditions which militate against
the success of our railways. We had the
hon. member for Bremer pointing out yester-
day some of the reasons why our rallways
do not pay. He took occasion to refer to
what is taking place there in the Ipswich
railway workshops. I suppose that hon. mem-
ber is unbiassed, and he would not make
those statements unless he had good ground
for making them. That is another instance
where the railways are not being managed
in the wav they should have been managed.

Mr. CorLring: Does the fault not lie with
the hecads of the departments?

Mr. MOORE: The heads of the depart-
ments have very onerous duties to fulfil. I
do not agree with the hon. member for Mary-
borough, who said he believed in political
interference in every branch of the publie
service. Political interference has had a lot
to do with the unsatisfactory position in the
Railway Department. If you put men in
authority and do mnot give them power to
enforce that authority, you cannot expect
satisfactory administration.

Mr. Corrixs: Always blame the working
man—never the man on top.

Mr. MOORE: The Secretary for Railways

stated that it did not very much matter
whether the railways paid or not—that the
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main object to be achieved was the settle-
ment of Queensland. The system of land
settlement adopted by the Government has
not been a success, because in the last ten
years there has been a dccrease of 3.38 per
cent. of the people in the country districts.
For the six years ending in 1921 there were
10,951 people settled on the land as against
10.352 settled on the land six years previously.
So that, from a land settlement point of
view as well as from a railway point of
view, the policy of the Government has not
been successful.  The other night the hon.
member for Herbert said that one of the
causes for the loss on the railways was that
trains had 1o run three times a week to
carry dairy produce when one train would
do the work. I cannot sce why the depart-
ment cannot follow the example set by New
South Wales and reduce their costs, and so
eliminate a large amount of the loss which
is incurred to-day, I have here an article
from the ¢ Sydney Morning Herald,”” which
i+ hceaded “ Preblem of Non-paying Lines
for Back Country in New South Wales.”
The New South Wales Government are
endeavouring to meet the difficulty in this
regard. This article says—

“The high cost of running trains on
back country lines has long perplexed
the Railway Comumissioners in this and
other States, and it has led to exhaustive
investigations with a view to ascertain-
ing the best means of making such lines
pay. 'The problem has been met in
America by the introduction of the rail
motor. In New South Wales a type of
that locomotive, consisting of a forty
horse-power lorry motor attached to a
coach, converted for the purpose, was
introduead some time ago experimentally
on the Grafton-Lismore line. It has
proved singularly successful. For the
past eighteen months the motor has been
running 170 miles on each trip, with
results both economical and otherwise
satisfactory. In addition to carrying
thirty-three passengers, it has drawn a
small trailer for the carriage of milk. It
has also earned for the line the distine-
tion of being probably the only paying
country line in the service. The motor
ran 16,346 miles, and carried 7,157 pas-
sengers in one year, and the earnings of
the coach and its trailer amounted to
£2,377. The working expenses were £922,
or 38.79 per cent. of the earnings. The
cost of running was 1s. 24d. per engine
mile, as compared with 9s, 3d. per engine
mile witk the ordinary locomotive. In
addition, the train is able to run at a
great speed on the light lines, reaching
a maximum of 35 miles per hour, at
which heavy locomotives could not with
safety travel, and maintaining an average
(including stops) of 19.08 miles per hour.”

The article goes on to point out that the first
motor put on in New South Wales was not
aliogether successful, and they had to develop
a class of motor suitable for the traffic. They
have developed one, and they have introduced
a successful method of conveying the traffic
on country lines where the traffic is not
heavy. When they lLave reduced the cost
from 9s. 3d. per engine mile to 1s. 3d. per
engine mile by using a rail motor, it shows
that something similar could be done in
Queensland.

Mr. Prase: Did not Commissioner Evans
try that system and find it a failure?

My, Moore.]
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Mr. MOORE: He probably found it to be
a failure for exactly the same reason that it
was found to be a failure in New South
Wales at the start—because a wrong type of
motor was used--one that was incapable of
drawing sufficient loading to make a profit.

Mr. Pease: Why did he not get another
type?

Mr. MOORE: That is the point—Queens-
land only tried the system, and when it was
found to be a failure, insiead of endeavour-
ing to ascertain if there were any mcans of
making it a success, they dropped it. In
New South Wales, apparently, they have
taken up a different attitude. They made
experiments to see if they could evolve an
efficient type, and they have succeeded. In
Victoria thev have a large number of motor
trucks carrving country produce on some of
the railways, and they have turned railway
lines from being non-productive into produc-
tive assets. That being so, the Railway
Department in Queensland should give some
consideration to the question.

My Prase: Before you finish with rail-
ways, deal with the railway passenger fares.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member has put
in the passenger fares.

Mr. PrasE: They are quite correct.

My. MOORE: They are probably correct,
but in the freights the hon. member took
the lowest table that it was possible to find,
and the only table in which Queensland com-
pared favourably with the other States, and
he put 1t into * Hansard.”

The Treasurer apologised for the position
of the railways, and said that it wa< owing
to the low cost at which primary produce is
being carried on the railways for the benefit
of the farmer, and, as F have pointed ocut,
onlv 1 per cent. of the total tonnage is
carried at a less rate than in other States.

Mr. Prase: That is not so.

Mr. MOORE: It is no good the hon. mem-
ber saying it is not so. It is so. The hon.
member can essily prove it.

Mr. Prpase: You quoted grain and flour.
We do not produce grain and flour to any
extent in Queensland.

Mr. MOORE: That is the only produce
that is carried at the lower rate. The hon.
member is endeavouring to mislead the House
by putting into ‘ Hansard ”’ a table which
states that the Queensland freights are lower.

Mr. PrasE: I did not mislead the House.

Mr. MOORE : In every other case the rate
is higher than it is in the other States, and
it is no use the Treasurer saying that the
position of the Railway Department has been
brought about owing io concessions given to
the farmers.

Mr. PeasE: What about Mount Morgan?

Mr. MOORE: We are giving concessions
all round, and the railways have to bear the
burden. We are extending our railway
system, although the present position is far
from satisfactory. You can summarise the
whole position by saying we are expanding
our railway system in advance of population,
and we are making the position worse instead
of better. It is a well-ascertained fact that
the traffic on railways incroases by the square
of the population That is, if you double the
population you increase the traffic on the
railways four times. Is it a wise thing to
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go in for an expansion of our railway system
when we are having such huge losses?

_ Mr. Prase: Members on your side are ask-
ing for new railways all the fime.

Mr. MOORE: If we only increase the
population along exis:ing lines in order to
make them pay, 1t would be much better than
extending the present system.

_ Mr. Coriixs: Suggest how you would
increase the population along existing lines.

Mr. MOORE : I would not open up further
land until the land available along existing
lines is setiled. There is plenty of land
available. and if the conditions were improved
and the people encouraged to take up the
land, 1t would be settled. People will not go
in for perpetual leases when they can get
freehold somewhcre else, and people are not
going to come to this Stale to take up land
if they are going to be dictated to as to
where thoy shall sell their produce and to
whom they shall sell it.

The farmer is an individualist, and he is
going to handle his own produce in the way
he wants to handle it. He does not care
whether he makes a mistake or not; he
wants to handle his own stuff and have the

results of his own labour in his

[4.30 p.m.] own hands: he docs not want

anyone to dictate to him. If the
Government sre going to dictate to the far-
niers as to where they are to sell their stuff,
we shall not be able to open up new land
or increase settlement along existing railway
lines. I am with the hon. member for Bowen
when he says that he wants to see men
free and no: slaves.  We have tyranny,
unfortunately. in the cities at the present
time. where an individual is not allowed by
legislation {0 exrreise his own abilities. but
has 1o conform to a law by which he is
not permitted to advance. Ie has to keep
in one groove because he cannot work out-
side the hours fixed by the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Prase: What are you referring to?

Mr. MOORE: The Industrial Arbitration
Act. under which an individual is not
allowed to exercise his own ambition.

Mr. Prasg: Did you read the “ Producers’
Review ”” on that? It has a very fine
editorial.

Mr. MOORE: I have plenty of papers to
read without reading papers of the class
of the ¢ Producers’ Review ” from which
I can get information of value. T do not
read a paper to make political capital out
of it, but a paper which will be of use to
me either in Parliament or in my business
az a farmer. I do not want to read papers
which can be used for party purposes The
hon. member for Ilerbert is not a farmer,
What does he read the “ Producers’ Review”
for? Merely to find out whether he can
get something to use against this side of the
House—not to get any information.

Mr. Preasg: I read it because it is the
official organ of the sugar-growers of Queens-
land. .

Mr. MOORE: The position we have got
into is one in which extra burdens are going
to be placed on the people of the Statfe.
We are expending an enormous amount of
loan monev, and expending it against the
precepts which were uttered by the Treasurer
himself when he was in Opposition. He
then pointed out that, if you are going to



Supply.

expend a large amount of loan money with-
out results, it must end in increased taxation
and greater burdens on the primary pro-
ducers. If you are going to continue that
expenditure and there is no productive result
from it, it stands to reason that the burden
upon the producers of the State is going to
be greatly increased. I want the people
of Queensland to understand that the present
position is not becausc Queensland is a poor
State, but that it is the result of the reck-
less administration of the Government who
are placing these burdens on the shoulders
of the people. The sooner the people realise
that it is the administration and the spiteful
and vindictive legislation brought in by the
Government that are destroying our credit
and making it difficult to secure adequate
money to develop the State, they will chuck
out this Administration neck and crop, and
we shall have an Administration which will
allow Queensland to recover and be put on
the right road to prosperity and progress,
instead of going deeper and deeper into the
mire, and having burdens placed on the
shoulders of the people that they arc unable
to bear.
OrrosiTioXx MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. WRIGHT (Bulimba) : I desire to con-
gratulate the Trcasurer on his Financial
Statement. Personally I cannot claim to be
a financier, but I claim to ‘be possessed of
ordinary intelligence.

The SECRETARY FOR PPUBLIC WORKs: Hear,
hear '—that is the main thing! (Opposition
laughter.)

Mr. WRIGHT: One thing noticeable is
the lack of destructive criticism on the part
of hon. members opposite in regard to the
Financial Statement. I listened very atten-
tively to the speeches of hon. members oppo-
site. I think that during the whole of this
debate I have only interjected on four occa-
sions, one of which was when the hon. mem-
ber for Wynnum was speaking, as I thought
he had made an absurd statement. I came
to the conclusion that the criticism of the
leader of the Opposition was very mild, but
he displayed sentiments which hon. members
opposite under his leadership would do well
to emulate. I believe that the leader of the
Opposition  was quite serious when he
expressed the wish that the Treasurer would
have a successful mission in London next
year,

Mr. KeLso: We all wish that.

Mr. WRIGHT: I personally think that
there are some hon. members opposite who
would be delighted if the Treasurer failed
again to obtain money in London next year.

Mr. G. P. Barses: A foolish statement that
—very wicked.

Mr. WRIGHT : One of the best tests that
can be applied to Queensland as a State
is the growth of our trade returns, and it
can easily be shown that Queensland has
easily held her own against any of the other
States of the Commonwealth. I was much
interested in reading the ‘“ Daily Mail  this
morning to find a report of a speech made
by Mr. R. H. Julius, the retiring president
of the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce.
There is one point I wish to make here.
Whilst I noticed in big headings in the
“ Daily Mail ” something about Queensland
going back, yet at the bottom of the report
it is stated by Mr. Julius that Queensland
is not going back but that her increase of
exports over imports is greater than in any
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other State of the Commonwealth. This is
borne out by Mr. Julius himself.

Mr. Krrso: Do the Labour party take
credit for that?

Mr., WRIGHT: Let me continue my
speech. This is an extract from the speech
of Mr. Julius to which I wish to refer—

“ Imrorrs £14,000,000 1N ExcEss OF
*“ EXPORTS.

“T think I am quite safe in making
the assertion that the past year’s trad-
ing has shown a gradual recovery. In
many instances solid progress has been
made, and, although it was necessary
the previous year to make tremendous
reductions in prices, this has been accom-
plished without any serious casualties,
which is a matter for congratulation.
The imports for Australia show an
increase in the year ended 30th June,
1923, of £29,000,000 over the previous
twelve months, but I regret to say that
our exports for the same period show
a decrease of £10,000,000, leaving our
imports £14,000,000 in excess of our
exports. This is a most serious matter,
as we are a debtor nation, and it is
absolutely essential that we should show
an cxcess of exports over imports. We
arc constantly hearing from overseas
that such and such a consignment arrived
in bad condition owing to faulty packing
or that the containers were not suffici-
ently attractive when compared with our
competitors. It should always be borne
in mind that we have to please the con-
sumer. We must, therefore, see to it
that. whatever the product may be. when
exported it is of the best quality, pre-
pared and packed in the best manner
and displayed to the best advantage.”

Mr. EDwarDs: A very good statement.

Mr. WRIGHT: A very good statement,
and the latter portion is better—

¢ INCREASED QUEENSLAND IEXPORTS.

“ 8o far as Queensland is concerned
it is almost impossible to obtain the cor-
rect figures of our imports and exports.
Many trading houses have their goods
landed in Sydney and dforwarded to
Qucensland, which, of course, do mnot
appear in our official figures. Still, on
the figures obtainable, it is a matter for
congratulation that our exports show an
increase of £5,000.000 over our imports,
and this fact should have a most
important effect on the future commercial
activities of this State.”

Mr. Epwarps: Why do you not read the
heading of that speech?

Mr. WRIGHT : I referred to the heading
of that speech, which to my mind is a wrong
one. If the hon. member for Nanango 1s
quite serious—I am quite serious—I think it
would be better if the Queensland newspapers
showed up the bright side of Queensland
rather than the dull side. Whilst I am on
this point, let me point out that in a back
portion of the same paper, the same gentle-
man is reported as having addressed the
Chamber of Commerce on the same day
upon the question of obtaining better facili-
ties at the ports of Queensland. I think that,
if the “ Daily Mail” had published that
report in the centre of the paper instead
of the other one—which tended to cast a
slight on the progress of the State—it would
have been much better and much more in

Mr. Wright.]
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kecping with the scntiment which should
actuate members in this House, as well as
the Press in the country.

Mr. Keiso: You do mnot blame the
Opposition ?
Mr. WRIGHT: Certainly noi. The hon.

member interjected and I replied to him.
Mr. Epwarpe: You would not cover any-
thing up so long as it was true, would you?
Mr. WRIGHT: That is all right. The
hon. member could not cover anything up.
He is well known as having the worst farm
in his district. Now, I am going to quote
some :talistics given by Mr. Julius to show
the progress of Queensland during the last
ten years in respect of the excess of exports
over itmports. Mr. Julius stressed the fact
that the exports must be greater than the
imports. The figures are as follows:—

Year. Imports. Exports.
£ £
1913 6,714,942 12,352,748
1922 8,639,446 17,573,103
Mr. Krtso: What was responsible for
that ¥
My, WRIGHT: Good government—good

adminirtration.

Mr, Wrnso: Wool.

Lir. WRIUGHT: Taking Mr. Julius's
figures a# being correct and as showing that
throughout the Clommonwealth there has
beenn an excess of imports over exports, I
think that the Dbalance in favour of this
State of nearly £8,000,000 indicates that
Gucensland is the most progressive State in
Ausiralia.

Mr. KEeLso:
ment.

Mr. WRIGHT : In spite of Labour govern-
ment.  (fLaughter.) I should say because of
Labour government.

Mr. KEeLgo: First impressions are the best.

Mr. WRIGHT : During the eight years of
Labour Administration those f{igures have
been continually increasing. Queensland has
never gone back, although even at the pre-
sent time the State is suffering from one of
the severest droughts it has ever cxpericnced.
I should say that on the next occasion when
hon. members opposite go to the country,
instead of trying to decry Queensland and
shouting “ Blue ruin” and other parrot
cries

Mr. Epwarps: ““Red ruin.”

Mr. WRIGHT : “Red ruin,” if you like.
Instead of doing that, they would be better
advised if they said to the people of Queens-
fand, “If you put us on the Treasury
benches, we will try to do as well as the
other fellow ””; but I doubt if they will be
able to do so.

In spite of Labour govern-

I have taken the trouble to read up quite
a number of speeches made on the Finanecial
Statement during the last session of the last
Parliament, hecause I have obsarved a con-
tinual cry from hon. members opposite that
the redistribution had made it impossible
for them to win the election. Hon. members
opposite did not take that line of thought
when they were discussing the last Financial
Statement. Nobody could have been surer
than they—no section of the community was
more certain—that they would be occupying
the Treasury benches after the last election.
I want to read a few extracts from their
speeches. The first I shall quote is that of
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the hon. member for Dalby, who was leader
of the Opposition at that time. I can
imagine how elated the hon. member was
at the prespect of the election; he was so
certain that he must have felt that he would
be the next Premier of Queensland. On
page 619 of * Hansard,” volume ocxxxix, I
find he is reported as having said—

¢ Last night we had the privilege of
listening to the Treasurer delivering a
fighting speech, which was really the
climax of a dying Government.

““Mr. Hartley: You want to look up
the dictionary for the meaning of the
word * climax.’

“Mr. VowiEs: That speech was a
record of incapacity and ineptitude; it
‘was a tragedy. We are told now that
the Government, after having to study
cconomy, after having broken all the
promises they made to their supporters
throughout the State that they would
not retrench the public service—and
having done so to the tune of about
£300,000—propose to end their financial
carcer sith a delicit of £576,000. 1f ever
the writing was on the wall, it is on the
wall so far as the present Government
are concerned.

“Mr. Pease:
before.

“Mr. Vowres: I have said it before,
and I ray it now. When we [(ind the
very Labour organisations and the official
newspapers of the Labour party telling
the occupants of the I'reasury benches
that they no longer are fitted to be there,
and calling upon them to do the proper
thing—to get out and give the eclectors
the opportunity to decide who has the
right to occupy those benches—the climax
has arrvived.

““ Mr. Dash: You cannot read print.

“Mr. Vowrks: Kven the children in
the street are talking about the (Govern-
ment, wherever you go.”

Those were remarks of a man who was
absolutely certain that after the coming
election he would be, if not Premier, at
least sitting on these benches.

Mr. CarTER: And he is out in the cold!

Mr. WRIGHT: He is out in the cold.
Mr. Fry, the hon. member for Kurilpa, is
reperted on page 694 of the same volume of
“ Hansard” as having said, when speaking
on the Primary Producers’ Organisation
Bill—

‘It reminds me of a man dressing his
window and making a great display and
having no stock behind it. That 1s the
position with the present Government.
We challenge the Government to go to
the country; we challenge them to go
to the people and say, ‘ Here we are!
We ask for an cxprossion of confidence.
We have kept our promises.” When the
Government went to the clections in 1920
they had a majority of twenty, which has
now dwindled down to a majority of one,
and, including the Speaker, a majority
of two. I promise the Government that
they will get a very warm reception
when they go to the people and again
ask for their confidence. They are not
game to go. When the Treasurer asked
for two months’ Supply, I asked him if
that was sufficient to cover the election
period, and he replied, ‘No.” The

You have said that
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more’s the pity that the country must go
on for another twelve months under the
control of a Government who do not
possess the confidence of the people.”

There is no doubt that hon. members oppo-
site werc absolutely certain of their ground.
In the same volume of “ Hansard” is a
speech by the hon. member for Wide Bay.
1t is just probable that that hon. member
had visions of becoming a Cabinet Minister
in early life. This is what he said—

“ Mry. CrayroN (Wide Bay): I am very
pleased to have the opportunity of mak-
g a few remarks in connection with
this Financial Statement. I predicted
that the previous Financial Statement
would be the last that the then Treasurer
would have the opportunity of reading;
and I venture to say that this will be
the last delivered by a Labour Govern-
ment in this House for a great number
of years.”

Ile was absolutely certain of his ground.
This is what the hon. member for Nanango
had to say—

“ Y am safe in saying that, in spite of
the gerrymandering that has taken place
in conncetion with the country electo-

rates, the next time they have to face
the electors we shall be done with
socialism 1in this House. It is quite
impossible for the Premier to it on the
rail any longer, so far as the industrial
workers and the farmers of this State
are concerned. He must come out and
show himself. It is impossible for a man,
no matter how strong he may be, to
run with the hare and hunt with the
hounds, as the Premier is trying to do
to-day.”

Mr. Epwarps: That was right so far as
the country districts were concerned,

Mr. WRIGHT: He goes on to say—
“The Premier will have to come out
in the open in a very short time or else
his name will be forgotten so far as
politics are concerned in Quecnsland.”

Let me now quote the speech by the hon.
member for Wynnum. At that time he was
representing the Bulimba electorate. A por-
tion of that clectorate I am proud to repre-
sent to-day. The hon. member for Wynnum
was speaking about proxy voting, and pos-
sibly he displased some passionate feeling

during the course of his speech. This 1s
what he said—
“This Government have introduced

things which are obsolete—they are a
¢ proxy Government,” a ¢ Dichard Govern-
ment,” and a Government who are cling-
ing to office like leeches.

¢ The Treasurer : Keeping wolves out.

“Hon W. H. Barnps: They are a
Government which hang on to office,
knowing that once they go out they will
never get back.’

What a bad judge the hon. member was!
Let me now quote some rvemarks made by
Mr. Green. the late member for Townsville.
In speaking on the Address in Reply he
said—

“The Government on this occasion
have adopted that method. and have put
this Speech forwoard, with the various
mecasurcs mentioned in it, as a vote-
catching programme for the coming elec-
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tions., A short time ago the distracted
people at Kinasleigh, when their
machinery was pulled down and sent to
other fields, remarked, on secing some of
the machinex‘y going away, ¢ Ted’s circus
is moving on.” It appecars to me that,
with this programme, *Ted’s circus is
moving on’ very quickly to an clection
campaign. This is but the advance agent
of that circus which is going to be played
in order to attract the votes of the
people. But I am quite sure that the
sword of Damocles—which has been
hanging over the Ministeir’s head during
the past two years, and which manifested
itself in such an unmistakable manner at
the last election in the vote of the people
rejecting the present Administration—
who, although they have a majority in
the House, represent only a minority of
of the people—will shortly fall, and bring
calamity to the Administration. The
disillusioned and disappointed people of
Queensland will see that the string is cut
and that the sword falls upon the Go-
vernment and destroys them.”

The dreaded time, so far as the Government
are concerned, is past and gone. The elec-
tions are over and victory has been won.

Mr. Krrgo: We came back with a majority
of votes.

Mr. Prase: The hon. member only belongs
to the tail end of the Opposition. Ie belongs
to one section.

Mr. WRIGHT : The parties which consti-
tuted the Opposition before the elections are
now smaller in number.

Mr. KeLso: I am talking about the total
votes of the people.

Mr. WRIGHT: The unexpected has hap-
penad so far as the Opposition are concerned.
Mr. ForLey: Do not puall your own leg.

Mr. Keuso: I am not.

Mr. WRIGHT: The Opposition are not
justified in whining abeut the Government
arranging the clectorates s0 as to make it
impossible—as they allege—for them to win
the clections.

Mr. KgLso: We arc not whining.
giving you a statement of fact.

Mr. WRIGHT: The hon. member for
Wynnum went so far as to say that the
Government had made it impossible for the
Opposition to occupy the Treasury benches.

Hr. Krrgo: He was not wrong.

Mr. WRIGHT: The hon. member for
Wynnum deliberately charged the Treasurer
with so arranging the electorates as to make
it impossible for the Opposition to attain
the Treasury benches. The hon. member for
Wynnum must be very hard to please, be-
cause, when discussing the uestion of the
redistribution of scats, he said—

“ The reason for my rising to speak on
this motion was primarily to say two
things. One is that for many years past,
as a member of this House, and even
during the period when I was out of
the House, I have advocated a redistri-
bution of seats, for which, I take it, there
was abundant reason, and that advocacy
was not_caured by any desire to hurt or
injure the Country party or the country
districts. In that connection I ought to
make perfectly clear the position I took

Mr. Wright.]
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up in 1920. I hold in my hand a copy
of my address to the electors, in which
this reference was made to a redistribu-
tion of seats.”

[5 p.m.]
The reference is as follows :—

“ Tvery citizen has a right to take
part in an election. Adequate protec-
+~n should be given to the country
woter, and the electors of the country,
who are developing the State, should
have 'a smaller margin, so far as mem-
bers are concerned, in their favour, than
in the more thickly populated districts.”

Hon. W. H. Barnes: If you compare how
the electorates have been worked out, sou
will find they have bheen worked out to a
very fine point.

Mr. WRIGHT: The hon.
Wynnum further said—

“That being so, anything that is done
by any party of whatever name should
not make it harder for the man who iz
making life and cenditions in the city
possible—I refer to the man on the land.
I very heartily support anything in the
direction of making it imperative that
the quota of clectors shall be in favour
of the country.”

Mr. EpwaArDS : So they should, too.

Mr., MaxwiLL: The Government wiped out
four of them.

Mr. WRIGHT: The hon.
Wynnum, continuing, said—

“1 want to avoid the narrow and
parochial view taken by some hon. mem-
bors. T am prepared to sdmic that
whatever one’s intertions may be, some-
times there 1is very great danger in
looking at matters from a narrow and
parochial point of view.”

Mr. KerLso: He musi have been dealing
with the Labour party then.

Mr. WRIGHT: The hon.
Wynnum further said—

“To aveid any view that may be
narrow, let me say that the fact of any
electorate being near the city docs not
always mean less work, less trouble, and
Jess expense to the member for that dis-
trict. 1 represent an electorate which
contains more eleclors, and I think it
has in it more show societles, than any
other electorate in the State. That shows
how alive the people are, and how they
are in keeping with their member, who
believes in keeping alive.”

The hon. member for Wynnum—-
Mr. MAXWELL: You are giving him a good
advertisement,

Mr. WRIGHT : I at once heartily concur.
Those are very fine sentiments, and I realise
to the full in stepping into the shoes of the
hon. gentleman low much alive that par-
ticular electorate is, and the best that can
be said of its electors is that they know, at
any rate, how to do things right.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. CoLuiNs : By voting right.

Mr. WRIGHT : The leader of the Oppo-
sition also went into this matter a few days
ago and secured the insertion in *‘ Hanusard 7
of a very large table to support his con-
{entions. :

Hon. W. H. Barnes: You wero guoting
Lim very strongly a little while ago.

IMr. Wright.
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Mr. WRIGHT : I am not abusing the hon
member at all. He went to a lot of trouble
to explain that the Government were still
representing a minority of electors, but we
know that figures can be made to prova many
things. No member in this House knows
better than the hon. member for Wynnum
the truth of that statement. I have heard
him quoting figures in all sorts of ways. 1f
I wanted to quote figures in & certain way
and they were not political, the hon. rmember
for Wynnum is the man I would look to
for assistance. In reply to statements by the
Opposition the Attorney-General gave some
figures to the Press on 2Ist July last.

Mr. Krrso: They were incomplete.

Mr. WRIGHT: The Attorney-General is
in charge of the department which controls
the elections, consequently he did not ccllect
and tabulate those figures himself. His
officers did it for him, and to say that those
figures are not correct 1s to cast a slur on
the officers of that department. All that can
be said about them is that they are not
complete in every case.

Mr. KeLso: Only the figures in sixty-eight
out of seventy-two electorates are given.

Mr. WRIGHT : The figures in the uncon-
{ested seats are certainly not given. The
leader of the Opposition contended that,
whereas Labour had a majority of fourteen
members. they had a minority in the aggre-
gate of over 14,000 votes. The Attorney-
General, I claim, is cognisant of all the
details and has the figures at his hand. He
has not to trust to newspaper reporfts or
advertisements, which ~the leader of the
Opposition admitted he did, but depends for
his information on the returns seni from
cvery electorate in Queensland. These
figures show that 193,477 votes were cast for
the Government party and 192,999 for the
Opposition, or a majority in the aggregate
for the Government of 478.

Mr. KEeLso: Is he trying to lead the public
to believe the Government had a majority
of votes?

Mr. WRIGHT: The hon. member for
Nundah, like myself, is a new member, but
I do not know whether he has consulted the
Standing Orders or not. If he does so, he
will realise thal interjections—especially
senseless interjections—are disorderly. So
far as equal representation is concerned, I
claim to represent in this House more
electors than any other hon. member.” As I
said a few moments ago, I have had the
good fortune to fall into the shoes of the
hon. member for Wynnum. As the member
representing the greater number of clectors,
I am satisfied with the redistribution.

GoOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. WRIGHT : If I am satisfied, when I
represent the greater number of electors in
any constituency, then hon. members who
have a smaller parcel—and most of the hon.
members who are making all the noise have
a smaller parcel of country than members
on this side, who have hundreds of thousands
of square miles—should also be satisfied If
hon. members opposite wish to go any further
on this question of redistribution, I would
refer them to the Southern States. If they
take Victoria, for instance, they will find
there is a vast margin so far as wmembers
and quotas are concerned between the city
and country electorates. In some cases the
enrolments for the city electorates are as
high as 50,000, while they go as low as 4,000
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in the country electorates. There is just
sue other point I wish to deal with in con-
nection with the redistribution of seats, and
this is a cutiing from the *“ Daily Mail”’ of
7th October. 1922, 'This appeared in bold
grint on the top of the column—

¢ REDISTRIBUTION.
“ NEW ELECTORATES—AS YOU WERE.”
and a small paragraph in bold print, signed
Ly “Mr. J. Shaw, secretary of the I_\'fgtlonal
Democratic Council.” This is his opinion on
1he redistribution of ceats—

“ 1t is a case of as you were, What we
lose on the swings we galn on the
roundabout.”

I am led to believe—l am open to correc-
tion—that every member in this House had
an opportunity of approaching the Rediztri-
hution Commissioners in connection with the
aitered boundaries.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: That would seem an
improper thing, at any rate.

Mr. WRIGHT : It has been stated in this
House since I have been here that they had
an opportunity of interviewing them if they
w0 desired.

Hon. W. H. Barves: It would be exceed-
ingly improper.

Mr. WRIGHT : That was with the object
of assisting the Comuinission to bring about
the best redistribution possible; so why
should hon. members aitempt now to raise
a bogey? Why should they attempt to
explamn to the House or anywhere else—to
the Pross, as a matter of fact—that they were
defeated hy a redistribution deliberately
brought about by this Government to make
it impossible for the members on vhe oppo-
site side to regain the Treasury benches? By
their own speeches the redistribution was the
last thing they were thinking about and the
tast thing they were concerned about, because
they knew that they had had a {air deal
The main fact is that they were beaten when
they went to the country as a party because
the people of Queensland were afraid to trust
them.

Mr. CorLixs: They are in the wilderness.
Long may they remain there.

Mr. WRIGHT: I wish to make a few
remarks in connection with workers’ dwell-
ings. I listened attentively to the hon. mem-
ker for Wynnum when he was discussing the
Supply Bill. I have known the hon. member
for a considerable number of years

Mr. KeLso: He is not a bad fellow.

Mr. WRIGHT: No; but he
wrong side of the House.

Mr. Pease: He is on the right side.
him where he 1s

Mr. WRIGHT: I have every respect for
the hon. member, except politically. He got
into & passion and declared that the Govern-
ment was not a working-class Government.
He went on to explain his point by quoting
the number of dwellings completed under the
Workers’ Dwellings Act and the Workers'
Homes Act respectively last year, but he did
not make a fair quotation. In the first place,
he quoted figures from the official lists for
1914-15, and then he compared the gradual
decrease as far as 1922.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: I stated that last
year the number was greater than in the two
previous years.

Mr. WRIGHT: I submit that he was
attempting to prove his point by stating that,
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because the number of houses had decreased
year by year from 1914-15 to 1922, this Govern-
ment was not a working-class Government.
But he forgot to mention that in 1914 the
great war broke out.

~Mr. Morean: We have heard enough about
the war. .

Mr. WRIGHT: I am not going on the
war stunt—I suffered as much as any hon.
gentleman in the House during the war, and
have not yet got over it. The hon. member
for Wynnym forgot to mention that tens of
thousands of the young men of Queensland,
who would, in all probability, have been set-
ting out in matrimony and requiring homes,
were not here, bus had gone across the seas
to do their duty to the country. He also
forgot to mention that during the later years
—1918, 1919, and 1920—we were in competi-
tion with a Federal Government scheme
which was termed the war service homes.
If he wants to discover an anti-working-class
Government, let me introduce him to the
Federal Government and their administration
of the war service homes. The hon. member
stated that in 1921-22 219 houses were erccted.
That is quite correct; but he did not mention
that the total applications for that year num-
bered 747. Approval was given to 563 appli-
cations, showing that the hon. member's
quotation was nct a fair one.

Mr. RoserTs: They were facts, anyhow.

Mr. WRIGHT : We find that the manager’s
report states—

“ Building operations in connection
with workers’ dwellings were, during the
sccond half of the year 1920-21, consider-
ably curtailed owing to abnormally high
costs. In July, 1921, as building values
had receded somewhat, particularly as
regards costs of timber and galvanised
iron, contracts were graduall¥ resumed
and are now in full progress.”

Hon. W. H. Barves: You stinted the
workers.
Mr. WRIGHT: The report continues—

“I have had the following table pre-
pared to illustrate the variation in the
cost of houses over the twelve years of
the operations since the establishment of
the Workers’ Dwellings Board in 1910.
The type of house taken as a standard
of values is a cottage of the same design
throughout the period—four main rooms,
kitchen, and front and back verandas,
and with a total floor area of 1,200 super-
ficial feet. The figures used are based
on the prices at which several of such
buildings actually were erected during
the years stated.”

The report goes on to show the difference in
the cost of buildings. It shows that in the
year 1921-22 the maximum cost of building
was reached, and I think that the adminis-
trators of the Workers’ Dwellings Act were
wise when they curtailed operations; they
were much wiser than the Wederal authori-
ties. The position of the latter now shows
that there are scores of soldiers who took on
homes at the maximum cost who will never
be able to pay for them. At the time when
the report was printed, no less than 503
houses were in course of erection, and I have
every reason to believe that there will be a
very large inerease this year in the number
of completed houses. I maintain that the
name of the Workers’ Dwellings Act is a
misnomer. Although the Act was liberalised
by this Government, it is even now a difficult
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matter for a man who is established so far as
a family is concerned, but not financially, to
erect a home under this Act. In 1914—the
year the hon. member for Wynnum is so
fond of quoting—I happened to be an appli-
cant for an advance under the Workers
Dwellings Act. My application was approved,
and the construction of my home was gone
on with. Before a stick of furniture was
placed in that home it had cost me £96.

That was £60 for the ground and £30
odd for the difference between the amount
that they would lend me and the actual
tender price. In the first place a loan of
£951 was promised. The lowest tender for
the home was £250, and for some reason or
other the Administration at that time said,
“Oh, no; we will have to reduce your loan
from £251 to £238.” 1 could not get any
satisfaction cither one way or the other,
consequently I had to make up the differ-
ence. What wouid have happened if I had
not been able to find the extra £30? It
would have meant that I would have had
to go back to the department and seek a
further loan, or I would have had to cut
down the home so that it would have cost
£20 less. The present Government, during
the course of years, have seen the difficulty
of men who have not had an opportunity
of putting away a few pounds in order to
buy a freehold, and they passed the Workers’
Homes Act. I want to take the hon. member
for Wynnum to task once more in connec-
tion with his remarks in regard to the
Workers’ Homes Act. When speaking on
the Appropriation Bill the hon. member
again in a passionate way stated that the
Workerss Homes Act was a sham and a
fraud. He declared it was a sham and
a fraud, simply because the payments in the
long run amounted proportionately to more
than the payments under the Workers’
Dwellings Act. The attitude of hon. mem-
bers opposite in regard to the Workers
Homes Act reminds me of their attitude
towards another measure that was brought
in last year by the Government. I refer
to the Unemploved Workers Insurance Act.
Hou. members opposite referred to the Unem-
ployed Workers Insurance Bill when it was
introduced as “ The Loafers’ Paradise Bill.”
After all, what does it mean? It means that
the (Government realise that, no matter how
good a Government may be, under present
conditions of socicty, we shall always be faced
with a certain amount of unemployment,
and they said, and rightly so, “ We will
introduce some legislation which will, at any
rate, eliminate some of the trouble of unem-
ployment.”  What is happening to-day? I
read in the newspapers the other day that
the Federal (Government have decided to
take action to initiate a national insurance
scheme against unemployment. and nobody
will accuse the members of the Nationalist
Government of being Labourites

Mr. GrepsoN: They are introducing a
“ Loafers’ Paradise Bill.”

Mr. WRIGHT : Yes, they are introducing
a ‘‘ Loafers’ Paradise I3ill.”

Mr. KrLso: Is it not a fact that under
the Unemploved Workers Insurance Act the
man who ts on the minimum wage pays the
same as the man who gets £10 a week?

Mr. WRIGHT: I have heard that state-
ment many times, and it does not affect me;
it is like pouring water on a duck’s back.
M~ opponent during the elections campaign
tried to induce the workers of Bulimba to
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believe that it would cost them 9d. a week.
Did the workers of Bulimba believe that?
No fear!

There is another question that was very
much to the front in my electorate during
the election campaign. 1 have here a leaflet
which was issned within four days of the
election, and it will show to what depths
some of the friends of hon. members opposite
are prepared to descend. The lcaflet has
a photograph of my opponent, whom the
hon. mewber for Wynnum knows very well.
The leaflet reads—

““ MoreERS ! READ THIS.
‘“IT 1S THE WAY THE THEODORE GOVERN-
MENT SAYS YOUR SONS MUST LEARN 4
TRADE.

“1. A boy, wishing to become an
apprentice in the building trade, elec-
trical and mechanical engineering,
furniture, leather, and musical instru-
ment making, printing, sheet metal
working, and coachmaking, must apply
to the Apprenticeship Committee, in the
Treasury Buildings, for a form of appli-
cation to sit for the entrance examina-
tion.

‘2. Then he must ill in this form and
return it without delay.

“3. He must read the daily news-
papers to find the date of the examina-
tion.

*““4. He must sit for the examination,
but not if he has passed his sixteenth
birthday.

“5. He must pass his examination.

“ 6. After having pasied the examina-
tron, he must await further instructions
from the Apprenticeship Committee.
Then he will be interviewed by the
Central Apprenticeship Committee, and
be allotted by the commiittee to the
trades group of lads of the trade decided
on. R

“7. During the pericd ¢f apprentice-
ship—should 1t ever come—he must
“attend claszses at the Technical College.

‘“Are you in favour of putting the
¢ shackles’ on your boys’ fuiure?

“If you wish vour boy to have free-
dom of choice as to what trade he shall

follow—
“ Vote thus:”
These leaflets were floating around the

Bulimba electorate in thousands during the
last three days of the campuign. I know
something about this question, as I am a
tradesman myself.  As a matter of fact, I
was one of the first representatives from the
organisation to which I belong to sit on a
conference in Brishane to discuss the appren-
ticeship question.

Mr. EpwARrDS : The present system has not
been a success.

Mr. WRIGHT: I am not going to say
that it has been a complete success; but we
found that it was almost impossible to get
the masters to agree to take any boys other
than those they particularly desired to take.
The position hefore the appointment of the
Apprenticeship Committee was that any per-
son who was in a position to put trade in
the way of any manufacturing firm in Bris-
banc or Queensland only had to say, I
would like you to take my boy into your
shop,” and he was taken in. ven if the boy
was the biggest dunce in Queensland, he got
preference over the best scholar, who mighs
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qiot have any trade influence behind him.
Boys who might never make a siccess in the
trade were given preference over other boys
who had gone to schcol, and who had passed
all the examinations required of them. When
the time came for the son of a poor man to
be employed or taken on as an apprentice,
it was feund that the boy whose father could
place trade in the way of the manufacturing
firm was given plefcrence The Apprentice-
ship Committee is composed of
[4.30 p.m.] an equal number of employers
and employees, who have spent
many hours of valuable time, mostly at
night, in discussing this question. This is a
natlon'tl question, and one which every State
in the Commonwealth and every country inthe
world will have to deal with. I believe that
the Apprenticeship Committee in Queensland
has done better work than anything of the
kind elsewhere in the world.” We hear a
good deal about the Southern States with
regard to the apprenticeship question. I
have here an extract from a leader which
appeared in the * Sydney Guardian” on
the 13th of this month, which reads—

“ Junior technical education in New
South Wales has not received support
from the Department of Iiducation it
warrants.

¢ No sounder investment can be made
by a Gmmnmont than a thorough sys-
tém of technical education accessible to
tho poorest.

*It i= the means by which unskilled
Iabom can be reduced to a mirimum.

* Such a system should be so designed
that a student receives Lnow]ouge to
hr him to any branch of industry.

‘A lad leaves a prunary school at
thirteen to fourteen; too often he enters
some  occupation Without receiving at
the most receptive age any further edu-
cation, to find out, when the acquisition
of knowledge is very much harder, that
SUCCCHS enm.ls attendance at a commer-
cial or industrial night school.”

It goes on to enumerate the subjects,
then states—

At present the form of junior techni-
cal cducation in New South Wales is a
iravesty of the real thing.

“ Workshops in name only, without
the plain necessities of cquipment, are
opern.

¢ 1ll-lighted,

house them.”

and

ramshackle

buildings

That statement does not apply to the Labour
Government of Queensland. 1 had the
pleasure a few days ago of going through
the Central Technical Co]lo're in anbano
when my eyves were opened “with regard to
the different subjects and trades in which
the students were being instructed. The
Government ave to be congratulated on mak-
ing such a large amount of money available
on the EKstimates for education purposes.

It was my intention to deal with co-opera-
tion. We heard speeches from hon, members
opposite on that subject during the debate
on the Address in Reply. After listening
to the remwrks of hon. members opposite,
one can only come to the conclusion that
co-operation means to them something by
which thev can put money into their pockets
and let the consumer be hanged. They are
not concerned about producing for use; their
idea of co-operation is producing for proﬁt.
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I am one of those who believe that this is
a wrong 1d0a to take up. This is what the
Sydney ““ Guardian ” has to say about
co-operation—
 Legislation is needed in \Iew South

Wales to protect the word ‘co-opera-

tive It is heing used by limited ha-

bility companies to mislead the public.”
I often wonder whether hon. members oppo-
site know the real history of the co-operative
movement,

Mr. Warrpy: Tell us something about it.

Mr. WRIGHT: It might do the hon.
member good if I did. I would refer him
to the book entitled “ The Consumers’

Co-operative Movement,” written by Siduey
and Beatrice Webb.

Mr., WeurreEn: I have read it.

Mr. WRIGHT: Tt is a pity the hon.
member read it with such an empty head.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.
Mr. EDWARDS (¥anango): While the

Financial Statement has been well debated
on both sides of the Chamber, it is a pity
that some hon. members opposttc take up
such a_ contemptible attitude in their eriti-
cism of Opposition members. I am satisfied
that it is the desire of all hon. members on
this side to give the Treasurer the assistance
which he asked for in connection with finan-
cial matters when delivering his Statement.
T consider that it is always best to look
at the bright side in 1onard to our State,
bat I agree also with the hon. member for
Bremer that, when things are radically
wrong in connection with the admmlqtratlon
of our public utilities, no hon. member is
justified in covering up the postion. T do
not refer to this matter with any idea of
making political capital out of it. because
T do not think any hon. member should do
that: but I sav thnt the greatest encourage-
ment should be given to hon. members to
speak out. I think the hon. member for
Bremer deserves the congratulations not
only of the House but of the country for
the straight-out and definite statement which
he made vesterday in connection with the
methods adonted in carrving out the work
at the Ipswich Railway Workshops.

Mr. Grepson: e will be quite pleased
to reccive your commendation.

Mr. EDWARDS: I am very sorry that
the hon. member for Bremer has got in in
front of the hon. member for Ipswich.
(Opposition laughter.)

Mr. Gurnson: If you knew anvthing about
Queensland  wou would know that the
railway workshops are not in my eclectorate.

Mr. EDWARDS: We should give the
arcatest epcouragement to hon. members who
have backhone enough to speak out in
recard to such matters, and that is why
the hon. member for Ipswich has not made
the statement before the hon. member for
Bremer. It would be a good thing for
the State if hon. members were prppaled
to speak out fearlessly like the hon. member
for Bremer. whether they belong to the
Government party or to the Onposition
party. It would be much hetter also if the
Government would pay the same regard to
statements made by Opposition members as
they do to representations coming from the
Government benches.

The Treasurer, in delivering his Financial
Statement, said that so far as land settlement

Mr. Edwards.]
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and railways are concerned, everything is
all right. 1 think that hon. members arve
not doing their duty if thev are not pre-
pared to express their opinion fearlessly
when they know that everything is not right.
I say that under the administration of the
Labour Government land settlement has not
gone ahead as it ought. In Queensland,
whether Labour members rvealise 1t or not,
the settlers in the bigger portion of the
closer settled districts of the State are in a
worse position than they have ever been
in since I came to Queensland—which is a
period of fiftcen years. It would be wrong
to blame the Tabour Government for all of
that, but 1 blame them for some of it.

Mr. Daso:
you.

Mr. EDWARDS: I do not expect the hon.
member to do so. because T am making a
commoti-sense speech. The hardest workers
of the State, the primary producers, in
spite of the difficulties under which thev are
labcuring at the present time, are in many
ways ignored by the Government, or, at
least, are not attended to.

Mr. Hyxzs: Who are the workers of the
State ?

Mr. EDWARDS: Not the hon. member,
at any rate—hc ncver sweated from hard
work in his life. To show the attitude of
hon. members in this House towards primary
production, I want to quote from * Han-
sard ”’ about the time when this Country
party came into being in 1920. Here is a
statement I made myself when the Bstimates
of the Department of Agriculture and Stock
were before the Chamber—I am not quoting
it because I take any pride in having made
it, because many other members have made
similar statements—

No one takes any notice of

“They had to be prepared to spend
a great deal more money than in the
past. If, before the last drought, the
Government had taken up the question
of water conservation and sinking bores
—vwhich could be done without any great
expense, and was being done in hundreds
of cases in New South Wales—they would
have wsaved millions and millions of
pounds worth of stock, besides avoiding
a great loss in production. Many
settlers in his district—and he knew it
wasz only one of many—were driving
stock for miles and miles for water, until
it was impossible for them to travel, so
that in the end they lost them.

““ The advances to settlers for conserv-
ing fodder, such as stacking hay, should
receive very careful consideration, and
the suggestion of the hon. member for
Port Curtis that a Roral Commission
should go deeply into the question, and
make investigations also in the Southern
States, with a view to offering sugges-
tions to the bank, should also receive
consideration. Tle understood that in
America people were giving advances on
hay stacked in sheds, regarding it as a
sort of defence against dry spells and to
tide the farmers over the times when
fodder was dear.”

We often hear it said from the Labour side
that no practical suggestion ever comes from
the Opposition benches. In reply I want to
say that. if the Government were to adopt
the practical suggestions which come from
this side of the House, Queensland and her
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settlers would be in a very much better
position than they are to-day. Now, I want
to quote the Secretary for Agriculture.
When replying to the arguments put forward
on that occasion, he made these remarks—
““The hon. member for Nanango urged
the putting down of bores and the conser-
vation of water, and he also made a
very good suggestion that some arrange-
ment should be made to make advances
on haystacks and on fodder conserved by
the farmer. That would be attended to,
he hoped, in drafting the proposed Rural
Bank. A Rural Bank should be capable
of making advances to farmers on stand-
ing crops and on their fodder. for, after
all, the conservation of fodder was a
system of insurance that no farmer could
afford to neglect.”
Had the Government carried out the sug-
gestions put forward by myself and other
hon. members on this side of the House and
commented upon favourably by the Minister
himself, had they laid it down definitely
that the produceri were going to get some
asxzistance, they would have saved the State
hundreds of thousands of pounds. To-day
we have the spetacle of the Department of
Agriculture being forced to come to the
rescue of the settlers nearly all over the
Downs and nearly all over the Southern
Burnett, I want to give them credit for
doing that. although I do not admit that
they are doing all that can be done. Some
arrangement, however, should be made to
buy the fodder which is being distributed
direct from the grower. I understand that
in many instances it comes from New South
Weoles to Brisbane. rand is bought by the
produce agents in Brisbane and then sent
back to the Downs.

Mr. Hy~xes: Some of those produce mer-
chants sit on that side of the House.

Mr. EDWARDS : T am not worrying about
that. What I am trying to do is to get
fodder for the producing population as
cheaply as possible. I understand that they
are paying from £12 to £14 a ton for chaff,
and are asked eventually to sign a pro-
missory note to repay thce money to the
Government in twelve months, with 5 per
cent. interest. Tvery effort should be made
to supply them with fodder as cheaply as
possible, so that they may be able to save
their stock at a reasonable rate during the
extreme drought through which they are
passing. The policy of the Government
shows the burden which is placed on the
man on the land in comparison with the
worker or the ordinary unemployed man.
When the Government are asked to give
assistance to familics on the land—there are
not many asking for it, which iz a blessing—
the farmers are asked to fill in a long form
of questions and repay the amount advanced
in twelve months with 5 per cent. interest.
The unemploved working man. however. can
go to the nearest police station and get his
order for rations without filling in any form
or being asked to pay the money back. I
hope that the Secretarr for Agriculture will
vee his influence with the Government to see
that primars producers arc assisted in the
conservation of water and fodder at once,
and according to a definite method. It is
no use, as the hon. member for Bowen
remarked the other night. to have it on
the party platform. That is no consolation
to the farmers in bad times, such as they are
passing through at present.
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Now, I .want to deal for a few minutes
with land scttlement. I hold that we are
living in a fool’s paradise. In answer to a
question by the hon. member for Mirani the
other day, the Secretary for Public Lands
said that the sclections forfeited in Queens-
land during the last few years were as
follows : —

Year. Selections Forfeited.
1916

1917 543

1918 ... 937

1919 1,013

1920 . 1.044

1921 812

1922 702

That shows cleaﬂy that this State is being
gradually overtaken by the pear pest. The
selections that were taken up vears ago are
now being forfeited. In connection with our
land scttlement to-day the people who are
forfeiting their areas because they have been
over-run b§ prickly-pear are now going into
the clean areas that are being opened up
for selection. It does not matter whether a
man is living in a clean district or in a
pear-infested district, this pear pest is every-
one’s concern. It is the concern of every
man, woman, and child in this State. The
blocks are being forfeited, which means
that the Government will receive no revenue
from them. This is a very serious matter.
It is not only a serious matter from the point
of view of the taxpayer, but we have to
realise that some day some Government will
have to tackle this question and definitely
say that the spread of this pest has to be
stopped in Queccensland.

Mr. Corrins: There is
Commission sitting now.

Mr. EDWARDS: The trouble is that there
is too much sitting. We want to clear the
pear.

Mr. Pay~e: Your Government allowed the
pear to spread everywhere.

Mr. EDWARDS: Unforiunately, past
Governments did not take the steps they
should have taken, but it 1s no excuse for
laxity on the part of this Government. Now
that the matter has been brought so forcibly
before them, they should step in and tackle
the problem. From 1908 to 1914 the agricul-
tural selections taken up comprised an area
of 10,240,214 acres. From 1915 to 1920 the
area amountevd to 4,816,470 acres.

Mr. CorLins: Do you not know that there
was a war on during that period?

Mr. EDWARDS: I am well aware that
there was a war on during a portion of that
time. Those figures show that there was a
decrease in acreage for those periods of
5,423,744 acres. The average amount of land
taken up per annum was 1,462,880 acres for
the period 1908-1814, and 688,060 acres for
the period 1915-1921. showmg an average
annual decrease of 774,828 acres for the latier
period. Those figures show that this Govern-
ment should take the matter of clearing pear
seriously to heart. They show that the land
laws of Queensland are not right, and that
the encouragement given to primary produc-
tion in this State is not what it ought to be.
Over and over agaiu I have heard hon.
members opposite askmrr hon. members on
this side to show how the land alongside the
railways can be cultivated. For many years
the Government were not disposed fo take
any notice of the difficulties of primary pro-

a Prickly-pear
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ducers. Recently they have been considering
the m‘lmmy producers in connection with the
production of cotton. They have taken more
notice of the primary producers and their
difficulties recently than they have ever done
before. Many areas alongside the railways
at the present time are being planted with
cotton.

Let me now deal with the dairying indus-
try, which is a very important matter. We
all know that for vears past efforts have been
made in this State to stabilise that industry.
Hon. members opposite know the great efforts
that were made to conduct that industry on
true co-operative lines. While that work was
being carried out the Government stepped in
and seized the producers’ butter.

Mr. Forey: I think they purchased the
butter.
Mr. EDWARDS: No; they took it from

the co-cperative companies.

Mr. Cimrer: Those companies are only
camouflage.
Mr. Corsgr: Why do you say that it is

only camouflage?

Mr. Carter: It is camouflage when they
are presumed to be conducted on co-operative:
lines and they are not.

Mr. CorsErR: Are not our butter factories
co-operative concerns?

Mr. CartEr: Noj; they are only a sham.

Mr. EDWARDS: The hon. member knows
nothing about it. Since this Government
came into office it is well known that they
have interfered with private capital and the
efforts of the individual to such an exient as
to drive our sccondary industries out of the
State.

Mr. Forey: Name one or two of them.

Mr. EDWARDS: To prove my contention,
let me say that from 1911 to 1914 the number
of factories decreased by one in Queensland,
and in New Sou'h Wales increased by 568;
in Victoria, by 882; in South Australia, by
115; in Western Australia, by 108; and in
Tasmania by 13. Those figures prove beyond
doubt that Queensland hasx not encouraged
the establishment of factories to the same
extent as has been done in the other States.
This is a comparative statement of the
sccendary industrics established to deal with
primary products—

XNo. orf

TACTORITS.
Primary Secondary % o
Product. Industry. = =
ERNFEE
= g 7
. 5 g
A58
. = 3
=4 = =3

Hides, skins,

Fellmongering and | 42 32 18
and wool

woolscouring

Ditto .. | Tanneries .. 80 48 17
Ditto .. | Boot and shoe 129 | 304 3
‘Wool and | Woollen,  cotton, 9 7 2
cotton and tweed mills
Pigs Bacon-curing .. 18 22 6
Milk Butter. cheese, and | 168 | 184 | 141
condensed milk
Wheat .. | Flour mills .. 60 51 11
Fruit, &e. .. | Jam, froit preserv-| 44 42 17
ing. pickles, &c.
Coal and | Agricultural imple- | 28 60 6
iron ments
Ditto .. | Engincering works ‘ 429 | 566 96

Those figures prove beyond a shadow of a

Mr. Edwards.]
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doubt that where the primary producers can
build up their own secondary industries they
have made great strides in Queemland The
primary producer is hit up on
[T p.m.] account of the discouragement of
the manufacture of agricultural
implements within our State. This compara-
tive statement proves that every assistance
should be given to our secondary industrics.
Mr. CARTER: Does it not prove that we
should have more population on the land?

Mr. EDWARDS: No. What it proves is
that every encouragement has been given to
the building up of secondary industries in
Victoria and New South Wales, and the result
is that this State is placed in such an
unfavourable position that we have to send
our raw material to other States, and then
the manufactured article is sent back.

Mr. CARTER: What raw material do you
send there?

Mr. EDWARDS: Hides, for one. This is
a big blow to the primary industries of
Queensland, because it docs not place them
on the same footing as the primary producers
of New South Wales and Victoria. I was
astounded when I heard the hon. member for
Queenton referring to this question and
attempting to prove to this Committee that
it was possibly a good thing that the factories
were going ahead in othu' States in com-
parison with Queensland.

Mr. Winstaniey: I did nothing of the
kind. What you want is to have all the
people concentrated in the cities, like we
have in Townsville in the North.

Mr. EDWARDS: I say without hesitation
that we should build up our secondary indus-
tries and create production in Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why
don’t you say that when you go to Nanango?

Mr. EDWARDS: I will say it in Nanango
or anywhere else in the country, and so should
anyone else who is interested in the welfare
of this State, If we are not going to use our
primary products in our own State and manu-
facture the finished article here, how-are we
going to raise our primary producers to the
same Jevel as in the other States? It does
not take a great deal of argument to see that.

OproSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. EDWARDS: The hon. member for
Bulimba referred to the address of Mr. R. H.
Julius, the retiring president of the Brisbane
Chamber of Commerce. My, Julius said that
Queensland was at a disadvantage in connec-
tion with the very matter that I have quoted.
We find that during the last seven years
Queensland has inereased her factories by 25
and her employees by 1,340. During the
same period Victoria, which has double our
population, increased her factories by 1,340
and her employees by 30,142. It is plain to
every thinking person that by increasing the
number of sevondarv industries we not only
assist the primary producers of our State to
have their products manufactured locally, but
in addition we give a cheaper article to the
consumer and work to the working man.

Mr. Carter: What articles are cheaper in
other States than in Queensland?

Mr., EDWARDS: The very articles with
which the primary producer has to work and
improve his farm. That is a big thing so far
as Qucensland 1s concerned.

Mr., CarTErR: The prices are higher in the
Southern States.

[Mr. Edwards.
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Mr. EDWARDS: By giving eyery assist-
auce to the primary producm we shali be
going a long way to assist in giving our own
men work and to give the consumer a cheaper
product. We also give greater wages to the
man on the land. I will quote a few fignres
in connection with our railways. After all,
the questions of the railways, land stslement.
agriculture, and secondary industries go hand
in hand so far as the business of the State
is concerned.

In Queensiand in 1921 we had 5,794 miles
of railways open and 9.817,409 irain miles
were run, New South Wales had 5,043 miles
open—700 miles less than Queensland—and
ran 22,792,033 miles. Victoria had 4,274 miles
open and ran 16,783,638 miles. That proves
the importance of developmg the primary
and secondary industries of the State. When
ithe Treasurer was speaking I remarked by
mtel]ectlon that the Government were Gn]v
running three and four trains a week where
they werc running up to twelve trains a werk
some years ago. ‘That proves that the
business of the country has gone back.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Probably
they were carrying a greal deal of tiraber
in those days.

Mr. EDWARDS: I want to be absolutely
fair and admii that in some instances they
wore. However, after the timber was taken
off, the land was generally proved to br good
avucu‘mml land. This proves that the
Government have not given that special
attention to the development of our pnm'u 7
industries that should have been given; and
it means that on our railwavs we ar> losing a
great deal of money. If our trains were
filled and s-ere running three a day where
row only three a week are running, the
upkeep of the lines would be very little
more than at present and the railways would
be a big and prosperous business. In con-
clusion, I want to say a few words in regard
to the development of Queensland by new
reilways. In my own district the ufortu-
nate producer is in such a position that he
bas to cart his produce 83 miles before he
can put it on the track to the principal
market. I hope the Government will see
their way in the very near future, in the
interests of Southern Queensland, to link up
the Nanango-Yarraman lines, because that
is all-iimportant to the primary prodncers
there, as well as to the whole State. I .hope
hon, members sitting on the other side of
the House will use their best endeavours to
get the Government ie have that link com-
pleted in the very near future.

Mr. CarTER: You say the railways are not
paying, and now you want more.

Mr. EDWARDS: If the hon. member had
the sense of a horse

Mr. Carter: That is more than you have
got.

My, EDWARDS: He would know that the
railways would pay better if that link was
completed. There is another important
question so far as the Quecensland railways
in Southern Queensland are concerned—that
is the question of connecting the Burnett dis-
trict with the Downs. That is not a local
question. It is a national question, as it
would assist in bringing people from the
large centres into the country district. After
all, we must give facilities to country people
if we are going to encourage them to stop
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in the country and develop Queensland as
it should be developed.

I maintain that, as compared to the
country districts, the city is getting too good
a deal in connection with educational
matters. The Government are not doing
justice to the children in the country districts
of our State. It is far too long before school
accommodation is provided for the children
of settlers. There are all sorts of difficulties
put in the way in regard to buildings and
i regard to repairs in schools in country
districts. I hope the Government will give
this matter their most serious consideration.
I know they are doing big things—I am not
going to deny that for a moment—but we
want them to do bigger things. We want
them to realise that, when people settle in
the country districts educational facilities
should be at once provided for the children.
That should be one of the first considerations
in connection with land settlement. I will
quote a couple of instances of what is hap-
pening in country districts. It was two years
after people settled on Burrandowan Soldier
Settlement, which is from 35 to 40 miles from
a railway, before they could get a school
for the children, and then only after con-
siderable agitation on the part of the
settlers.

Mr. Forey : How many children were there
on the settlement?

Mr. EDWARDS: There were sufficient
children for a school, because the school was
approved of nearly two years before it was
built. T am not speaking on behalf of my
own electorate only, as what I am saying
applies to other districts as well. In another
case a school was burnt down, and it was
well over twelve months from the time it
was burnt down before it was re-erected,

although there were forty-three children
attending that school.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: W hat

was the member for the district doing?

My, EDWARDS: The member for the dis-
trict was doing what we are all doing—
going to the Secretary for Public Instruction
and going to the Secretary for Agriculture,
as wo do when we want conditions improved
for the man on the land. We are told that
carcful consideration will be given to our
representations; but what we want is to see
facilities made available so that people in
the country districts will have better condi-
tions, Al these things are necessary, and
they go hand in hand with the development
of Queensland. The development of the
State depends, firstly, on land settlement;
secondly on railway extension, and also on
educational facilities and the establishment
of secondary industries. If we considered
these matters entirely apart from politics,
we would get on much better. If hon. mem-
bers opposite will speak out in regard to

" matters of administration, like the hon. mem-
ber for Bremer has done, I believe that a
great improvement will take place in the
mear future.

I want now to refer to the abuse which is
so frequently hurled across the Chamber by
Government members. When the hon. mem-
ber for Marvborough was speaking during
this debate, he made all sorts of insinuations.

Mr. CarTer: Truthful statements.

Mr. EDWARDS: Some of his insinuations
were, in. my opinion, very low down. It is
not my practice at any time to hurl personal
abuse at any one in this Chamber. If we on
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this side have any criticism to make of the
Government, we fire it at them as a Govern-
ment. After the little brush between myself
and the hon. member for Maryborough tock
place the tone of debate was very different.
(Laughter.) The speeches of the hon. mem-
ber for Bremer and the hon. member for
Bulimba were a credit to those gentlemen.
The Opposition do not mind a little criticism,
but it is not right for hon. members opposite
to hurl personal abuse across the Chamber
at us. The Secretary for Agriculture, by
interjection on a previous occasion, indicated
that I have got the worst farm in the
Nanango district. Does the hon, gentleman
feel proud of saying a thing like that, or
think that it is a statesmanlike interjection?
I will invite the hon. gentleman to my place
when he visits the Nanango electorate shortly,
and if he has a more highly improved farm
than mine, I am prepared to give £10 to
any hospital, and I will leave the decision
with him. I am also prepared to take on
any hon. member opposite at any time he
likes to put up the money.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: | am very
pleased to hear that offer.

Mr. EDWARDS: We are here to do the
very best we can for the State, although we
do not always agree as to the way it should
be carried out.

In conclusion, I wish, in cothmon with
other hon. members, that the greatest success
may attend the Treasurer in his mission to
the old country to securc the conversion of
our maturing loans. The hon. gentleman has
just come into the Chamber, and I wish to
say that I do not think he gave me a fair
“ g0’ during the election campaign. He came
up to my electorate and made all sorts of
promises, which I hope he will carry out.
He led the people to believe that anything
they asked for would be carried out if the
Labour Government got back into power. I
now ask him to go on with the construction
of the Nanango-Yarraman railway in the
interests of the producers in the Southern
Burnett and the whole of southern Queens-
land. Once again I say that we on this side
of the House—and I am satisfied that I am
speaking for every member on these benches
—wish the Premier the greatest success when
he goes home to the old country. I hope
that, when those loans are fixed up and the
Government are spending further loan money,
they will see that it 1s spent in the best
interests of the Skate from a reproductive
point of view—that the waste will not go on
which was mentioned by the hon. member for
Bremer and other hon. members, but that we
shall have some check at least on its expendi-
ture in order that it may be spent in the
development of the Statc and the real
interests of the people of Queensland.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoombe): First
of all, I want to make a short reply to seme
of the explanations which have been given
during the course of this debate by Govern-
ment members regarding how they find them-
selves on the Treasury benches. The hon.
member for Bulimba referred to the distri-
bution of seats, and I want to say, as
said prior to the election publicly, thai the
redistribution of seats was carried out accord-
ing to a studied plan. Take the clectorates
which T know something about—Toowoomba
and Tast Toowoomba. The hon. member
for Bulimba said that hon. membeis had the
privilege of going before the Commission

Mr. Roberts.]
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and making statements as to how the elec-
torates should be cut up, but I want to say
that eighteen months beiore that Commission
was appointed, in the electorates of Toe-
woomba and Kast Toowoomba men interested
in the Labour movemeni were setting out to
cut up the clectorates in the way that they
censidered to be in the interests of the
Government. I can prove that certain
inquiries were made of public men as to
how certain boundaries ran, and when the
redistribution came out it was found that

they had made the boundaries of Too-
woomba and EKast Toowoomba.  When
the Commissioners were in Toowoomba

they asked me personally what I thought
of an electorate which would itake in a
certain division and show the Swamp as a
boundary. I said that i was nothing to do
with me, that it was their business. When
the plans were published it was secn that
that line had been followed, showing that
those men had all the informaticn they
«desired before they arrived in Toowoomba
and had what they called a look round the
clectorate. I want to say quite definitely
that they did not keep in Lheir minds the
provisions of the Act which governs the
redistribution of electorates, which says that
there shall be a certain quota, and a smaller
namber of electors than the quota mas be
allowed for a country clectorate amd a
greater number for a city electorate. Lt me
give two instances of what happened, the first
1n respect of the electorates of Cooroora and
Gympie. If the Commissioners had kept in
their minds the rule laid down in the Act
and given less than the quota to the countrv
oiectorates, a portion of the electorate of
Cooroora would have been attached to the
electorate of Gympie, and the Gympie seat
weuld have been lost to Labour.

Mr. Coruing: Noj; the hon. member for
Gympie got the biggest majority ever got by
a Labour member for Gympie

Mr. ROBERTS: If there is a man on the
other side viho will give an impartial judg-
ment, he will agree with the statement I
am making that Gympie must have been
lost to Labour. Then what happened in
the Rosewood electorate? To get the quota
they did not go to the adjacent country,
which vou will assume, owing to the geogra-
phical nature of the country, they srould
have done, but they skipped the Bremer
electorate and the Ipswich clectorate, and
went to the other boundary and took in a
portion of Oxley, with the result that the
Rosewood electorate was held by Labour,
because the men who formerly voted Labour
in that portion of the Oxley electorate voted
for Mr. Clooper in Rosewood. Let me now
deal with the Merthyr and Fortitude Valley
electorates. To leok at the figures one would
say that the Merthyr electorate was won by
Labour, but the United party reduced the
majority of the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley. A section was taken away from the
Merthyr electorate and put into the Valley
electorate, where the Government knew that
Mr. Wilson could not be unseated. As the
result of this unfair distribution. the United
party has lost Mr. Macgregor, the late hon.
member for Merthyr, and we have in his
place Mr. M’Lachlan, representing Labour.
I have mnothing personallv against Mr.
M’Lachlan, but I do say that the position
had been studied before the Commission was
asked to carry out the work of redistribu-
tion. Let us now consider the Drayton,
Pittsworth, and Cunningham electorates.

[Mr. Roberts.
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Will anyone say that there was a fair redis-
tribution there when two Country party
seats were wiped clean out? One hon. mom-

ber now represents that vast extent of
country.

Mr. Corrixs: What do you call a vast
extent of country?

Mr. ROBERTS: That is what we get

from a Government who profess to give the
ceuntry people a fair deal. The Attorney-
General says that we have nothing to com-
plain about in the results that have been
achieved. On his own figures we find that the
Opposition represent a majorvity of 14.000
in round figures, and that in face of the
fz¢t that the Government hold 43 seats as
against 29 held by the Opposition. But the
combined Onposition, representing 29 seats,
polled 198.143 votes, and the Government,
representing 43 seats, polled 182,357 votes.

Mr, CorLins: Are those the official figures?

Mr ROBERTS : They are as official as we
can get them.

Mr. ClOLLINS :
return of yours?

Alr. ROBERTS: They are just as good as
the figures given by the Attorney-General.
We shail have the official figures when the
statement is printed—it iz no fault of mine
that it is not printed. I stand by my figures
to-nicht. T want to show that the Opposition
have 6,832 votes for cvery seat they hold,
as against 4,241 votes for every scat held by
the Covernment. I would not take so much
excention to this if 1t were only a matter
of country seats against city seats, but
unfortunately that is not so. I do not wish
to o into the figures in detail, because 1
anderstand that the leader of the Opposition
has had certain figures put into * Hansard;”
but. from my own knowledge, I can say that
mora than one-third of the clectorates held
bv hon. members opposite have, roughly
speaking, considerably under 6.000 voters. On

the other hand. the number of

[7.30 p.m.] electors represented by members

of the Opvosition is anything
between T7.000 and 7,500. As I said pre-
viously, anvone will see that the 1‘(‘d1$f¥‘1bu~
tion was according to a very closely studied
plan.

Mr. Prase: Tell us something about the
(Clommonwealth situation?

My, Fry: What about the New South
Wales ballot-box scandals? That is how the
Labour party there selected their candidates.

Mr. ROBERTS: Although the hon, mem-
ber for Bulimba might have had certain
ideas regarding the apprenticeship conditions
in his mind, we have to recognisc that he is
not in a position to have them put imto
effcct. Members of the Opposition have to
criticise the position as they find it. 'To
show our criticisms are justified, T W.()u]d point
out that the Secretary for Public .Works,
who is in charge of the apprenticeship ques-
tion. himsclf recognises that there 1s just.
cause for complaint. The President of the
Arbitration Court has gone so far as fo say
that the system will have to be altered. We
have evidence in the remarks made by the
hon. member for Ipswich that the position
brought about by the Apprenticeship Com-
mittee has not been satisfactory. We have to
recognise that 509 boys made themselves
eligible under the apprenticeship conditions
for employment, yet positions were only found
for 243 let us examine some of the reasons

Are they compiled from that
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why positions were not found for these 243.
I have in my possession a list of occupations
where the employer is not allowed to engage
an apprentice unless he has a journeyman
working with him. As one who knows some-
thing of trades and callings, I know that a
lad 1s just as likely to learn a trade and
become an efficient journeyman working under
an employer who has no journeymen as in a
business where twen y-five or thirty journey-
men are employed. 1 find that no apprentice
can be engaged by a master baker employing
no journeyman, and the same position exists in
the callings of cooper, electrical engineer, and
saddle and harness maker. To illustrate my
point I wish at this stage to bring before the
House a position which was brought under
my notice in connection with a saddle and
harness maker. I made inquiries of the
Director of Labour, Mr. Walsh, and I found
that the position as related to me existed.

A young boy in Toowoomba was out of
employment. He had an uncle who was a

saddic and harness maker, who said to the
parent,  Send the boy down and I will give
him a chance. If he shows any desire to
follow the trade, T will make him an efficient
tradesman.”  The boy was sent down and
shortly after he commenced work the fact
was brought uvder the notice of an inspector
of labcur. The inspector carried out his
duties honestly and righily, and he pointed
out to the uncle that he could not continine
to employ the boy in his business because he
was not employing a journeyvman. [t was at
this stage that the matter was brought under
my_notice. and T said, “ I rccognise that
under the Arbitration Court awards certain
conditions arc laid down, and one possibly
has been made in this direction; but it is
very unfair.”  After consultation with the
Director of Labour I found that this was
correct. That is a condition that requires
altering. That boy probably would have be.
come an cfficient tradesman, but he was prob-
ably out of work for months and months. and
when he got a job he was debarred from
continuitg in it. Then again we find that
a bootmaker who does not employ a journey-
man cannot apprentice a boy. What 1s wrong
with a master bootmalker having a boy in
order to teach him his trade? e has to carry
out all the apprenticeship conditions just as
if he had ten or twenty men working for him.
In the clothing trade, tatloring, and such
Jlkp, no apprentice can be emploved unless
a journeyman is engaged. The same condi-
tions exist in the following trades:—hatr-
dressers, engine-driving—there might be some
justification for the condition in this calling—
confectioners, breweries, distilleries, jam-
malkers, warchousemen, electro-platers, “and
dental mechanics. Restrictions exist in all
these trades and callings, which prevent the
boys of our State having an opportunity to
become cfficient tradesmen. I am not blaming
the Government. I recognise that the em.
ployers and employees go to the Arbitration
Court and come to this arrangement them-
selves; but we who govern the State of
Queensland in the interests of all Queens-
land, if we consider an injustice is being
done, have a right to call attention to it in
the hope of getting that injustice put right.
I consequently welcome the recent amend-
ment to the Industrial Arbitration Act dealing
with apprentices, and hope that every oppor-
tunity will be given to the boys of Queens-
land who desire to learn a trade to learn
that trade. ’
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I have been very much struck with the
very big figures that are contained in the
“ Tables Relating to the Treasurer’s Finan-
cial Statement.”” I have made a few cal-
culations, but the more I look at the tables
the more asteunded I am that Queensland is
not in a position even worse than s_he is unfor-
tunately in to-day. We have nothing to boast
about so far as our financial position is con-
cerned. I have heard hon. members on the
Government side saving that things are all
right, but I want to say, as one who travels
up and down the country, that, so far as the
workers are concerned, things are all wrong.
Tt is a very difficult matter for a man to-day,
unless he is a competent tradesman, to get a
job in Queensland: and every day we sece
the lessening of the opportunities of the
worker. With the figures I have in front of
me we ought to be able to do something
totally different. The total amount of
revenue received by the Government in 1914
15 from the taxpavers of Queensland—we
have to remember that there was no land
tax in that year—was £954,457, whereas in
1921-22 the amount received was £3.420,295,
and in 192223, £3330.885. I want to give
one or two points =0 far as taxation is con-
cerned whizh were quite unknown to the
Government prior to 1816-16. [ find that
the amount received from the land tax 1in .
1915-16—the first year of its imposition—was

£247,044.

Mr. CoLnins: You used to be in favour of
a land tax at one time.

Mr. ROBERTS: In 1916-17 the revenue
from the same source was £362.535; in 1917-
18. £344.547; in 1918-19, £578.253, in 1819-
20. £459,188; in 1920-21, £469.175: in 1921-22,
£480,518; and in 1922-23, £417.865—or a total
taxation from this source of £3,359,123.

At 7.40 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. Cooprr (Bremer), one of the
panel of Temporars Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr, ROBERTS: We received stamp duty
in 1914-1915 to the extent of £321.404, and in
1922-1923 to the extent of £611,147. I am
referring to this matier of stamp duty,
because I recognise that it is one of the
duties which, unfortunately, poor people also
have to par. When » man huvs a property
he pays stamp duty. When in financial diffi-
culties and requiring an advance, he has to
register securities and again pay stamp duty.
Later, when releasing his securities, he pays
further stamp duty. Therefore, this sum of
£611.147 is a point of considerable interest
to the poor people of the State. In the
matter of income tax we find that—

The reccipts amounted to— £
1914-1815 517 273
1915-1916 766.560
1916-1917 756,292
1917-1918 967.421
1918-1919 1.677.335
1919-1920 2.023.316
1920-1921 2.410.171
1921-1922 2.194.361
1922-1923 2,149,607

I have quoted these figures to bring before
the House » statement which was made by
the present Treasurer, when speaking on the
Financial Statement in this House in 1912
when in opposition.

Mr. CorLixg: Hear, hear!

Mr, Roberts.]
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Mr. ROBERTS : I think ¥ heard the hon.
member for Bowen saying * Hear, hear!”

Mr. CoLuixs: My word you did.

Mr. ROBERTS : I think the hon. member
for Bowen says that for the same reason that
the present Treasurer made these remarks
in 1912—

¢ FEveryone in the community has paid,
because it has been passed on. The con-

sumers are really paying the tax. It is
passed on to them.”
A comparison of the hon. gentleman’s

speech at that time with his tables now
-would show that things were fourishing
then compared with to-day. Whereas we
only got £954,457 from direct taxation in
1914-1915," in 1922-1923 we took from the
people of Qucensland—the workers—
£3,530.885. We had considerable criticism
from the hon. gentleman in 1912 in connec-
tion with our loan expenditure. He said, on
page 1247 of “ Hansard 7 for that year—

“ This year they proposed to spend
£2.835,250. That also is an inordinatels
higher rate of expenditure, and a rate
that this country cannot keep up.

“The Secretars for Railways: Why
not? It is for ra:iway building.
“Mr, Turopore: The hon. member

knows that it cannot be continued. He
knows that his Treasurer is pretty
emphatic upon that point, and when they
tried to get loan money for werks they
couid not get it, until they arranged
for works which would involve the
expenditure of £3,000,000 in a year,
which is pot only an insanc policy, but
onc which they cannot carry out, be-
cause they cannot get money at a reason-
able rate of iutcrest to do so.”
This vear provision is made for spending
upwards of £5,000,000 of lvan money. Surely
the pos:ibilities are not as favourable now
as they were in 1912, In 1912 the present
Treasurer stated that it was an insane policy
to borrow £3.000.000. and that the country
could not stand up to it. He said—

‘“ Sooner or later our country will be
faced with a seriovs position regarding
the position of the different industries.”

We have long since passed that position. If
hon, members leok at the tables I quoted a
few moments ago in ceonncction with taxa-
tion, they wiil find that the income tax
shows a reduction. On this side of the
House several years ago we said that a
consistent increase could not continue. We
see from the Treasurer’s tables for the last
three years that in each year there has been
a reduction in the amcunt of tax collected,
thereby showing a lesser earning power on
the part of the pcople of Quecnsland. The
hon. gentleman went on to sar—

““ When this party is on that side they
will adopt a policy which will not involve
an expenditure of £3.000,000 per annum,
and I think there will be no neccessity
then to complain about the public works
policy.”

I wish to remind hon. members that on that
memorable occasion, when the hon. gentle-
man criticised the then Government so tren-
chantly on account of their loan proporals.
he went so far as to say that, with a little
adjustment of taxation, Quecnslind could
easily build up to 200 miles of vailways per
year at an expenditure of £1,000,000.

Mr. Connins: Would that not he an ideal
state of affairs?

[Mr. Roberts.
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Mr. ROBERTS : It might be an ideal state
of affairs. It was idcal for the hon. gentle-
man to talk about building railways out of
revenue when in opposition; but it is taking
him all his time to build railways ro-day,
even with the great amount of loan money at
his command.

In the matter of building railways and of
loan money, I wish to call atieniion to the
way in which the Government juggied with
the Loan Fund. 'That is one of the methods
which is answerable for the result of the
ciections. 1 will cite two instances. We
have scen where they juggled iu the spending
of money on railway construction work. At
Toowsomba we have work going on known
as the Willowburn works. What is the
pesition? I have to recognise that the hon.
reember for Toowoomba, the Hon, F. T.
Brennan, has done his best to get this work
pushed on, but this is what he said in 1920-—

“ He (Mr. Brennan) bhad promised two
things, butcher shops and railway engine
sheds. Regarding engine sheds. he {(Mr.
Brennan) told Mr. Fihelly he would not
stand again for Toowoomba unless the
engine sheds were gone ou with. Subse-
quently  he (Mr. Brennan) reccived a
letter and the works went on.”

That was what the hon. gentieman said at
Teowoomba prior to the elections in 1820,
and we know those works did go on. We
know also that shortly after the clections
they were closed dowu, and. as a vesult of
that closing down, Queensland has lest some
thousands of pounds through the damage
done to the work which was then lcft
unfinished.  As I pointed out a few nights
arro, last year we asked that this work might
Le recommenced, and we were told that there
was no moner available; but, when the elee-
tions came on unexpectedly, this work was
immediately started, and I was somewhat

concerned  as to how thess things were
brourht about. I saw works Dbeing com-

menced in many places, consequently I have
gone to the trouble during the last few wecks
to make some inquiries. The Estimates for
the current year were tzbled the other night,
#nd I notice in those lstimates that ihere
are sums of money to be voied for railway
construction works in various centres. The
sam of £20,000 is set down on the Estimates
for the engine shed at Toowoomba. Seeing
that we have £20,000 on the Estimates for
that work, one would think there would be
ne need for the Assistant Home Secretary,
ilie hon, member for Toowoomba, tc address
the men at Willowburn works as he addressed
them last Tuesday to show them that he
had done all that he could to get them con-
tinued in their employment and the job
pushed along to completion. He said, how-
ever, that, owing to the shortage of loanm
money and the urgent necessity for proceed-
ing with work in the Burnett district. the
work could not be completed. Kvidently
a number of these men have te be put out
of employment. How is the hon. gentleman
going to square that statemeni with the
statement he made in 19207 If he could
influence the Treasurcr of the day. Mr.
IFihelly, to start those works in 1920 for
electioncering purposes, as I claim, and them
start them again just before the election
in 1923, and then see that £20,000 are placed
on the Estimates this year for these works,
how is it that these works cannot be con-
tinued? The reason that they canrot be
continued is that the money was spent prior
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to the elections; consequently I am justified
in saying that these works were recommenced
to try and buy that electorate for the Govern-
ment. Probably £12,000 out of the £20,000
on the Estimates of this year has already
been spent, and there is only something like
£3,000 or £9,000 left to carry on the work
during the current year, and that is why the
men were told last Tuesday that they could
ncr be continued in their employment. The
climax was reached at that mecting when a
member of the Toowoomba Labour election
committee addressed the men and appealed
to them—not to help the workers, but to
help a certain function in order to pay the
expenses of the last Toowoomba election.
Just imagine it! Men were being dismissed,
and then this man had the audacity to ask
them to contribute {o the expenses of the
recent election. It only shows the position
which some men take up.

Mryr. Cornins: Is not that democracy?

Mr. ROBERTS: If he asked these men to
contribute to something that was going to
find them or other men employment, nothing
further could be said. The action of the
Government in connection. with the Willow-
burn works does not do the Government
credit.

The present Treasurer used to be very
critical on the matter of expenditure, and
he contended that the country could not
stand an expenditure of £3,000,000 a year
from loan money. Here is something that
the Auditor-General has told the Treasurer
since he occupied that position. In his report
for 1918-19 the Auditor-Gencral says—

“There is now a world-wide demand
for economy in respect to public cxpendi-
ture, and, in view of the deficits of the
past three years, together with the infor-
mation conveyed by the figures in general,
appearing in the report, it is obvious—
if the financial stability of the State is
to be maintained—that the gravity of
the present situation and the risk in
regard to the future call for thoughtful
reflection.”

There is no doubt that the subsequent figures
show how completely the Treasurer has dis-
regarded his own principles and ignored the
pointed hint of his chief financial adviser.
Since the Auditor-General spoke, the annual
expenditure has gone on mounting up, as
follows:—

£
1918-19 9,587,531
1919-20 11,266,909
192021 . 12,591,201
199192 112,499,969
1922-23 12,784,382

And, according to the Budget we have before
us to-day, we are asked to malke provision
for an expenditure of £13.057,063 this finan-
cial year. I ask, in all seriousness, what do
the Government think about this increase in
expenditure year after year? We cannot
keep extracting this amount of money from
the people of the State year after vear and
expect progress to be made. The Government
are reducing the staff at Willowburn, and
this applies to all construction works through-
out Queensland. No doubt, these men would
have been wretrenched weeks ago, but the
Government were considerate enough to keep
them on until they would be eligible to
receive the unemployment allowance under
the Unemployed Workers Insurance Act. If
the Government intend to run their railway
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construction policy by keeping the men
working six or seven months in the year
and then allowing them to receive the allow-
ance under the Unemployed Workers Insur-
ance Act for the balance of the year, it is
not a statesmanlike policy. It appears to
me that that is what they have in
[8 p.m.] their minds. They will find
employment in certain parts of
the year, and say to these men, “ You are
contributing your 3d. a week, and for the
rest of the year you can look for some
financial assistance from the fund.” That is
not my idea of giving assistance, and I do
not think the general body of workers want
that. If I understand them rightly, they
want permanent employment; and if the
country was managed wisely, there would be
no reason why employment should not be
available for them; but we want very dii-
ferent conditions to what we have had in
the past two years. We want freedom for
men to work, and freedom for men to spend
their capital, and if that is given we shall
see the country moving along.

I just want to refer briefly to the speech
made by the hon. member for Nundah the
other night. Some exception was taken to
his remarks on that occasion by the hon.
member for Herbert, who interjected that
the amount of £2862,7056 which the hon.
member for Nundah mentioned as the actual
amount received in connection with the
Amecrican loan did not include the 620,000
dollars retained in America for the purpose
of a sinking fund. Since these remarks were
made by the hon. member for Nundah the
matter has been very closely looked into,
with the result that the statement of the
hon. member still holds good. The amount
guoted is the same as that which is men-
tioned in the Treasurer's Financial State-
ment of 1922, and also in Table G2 of the
Treasurer’s tables issued this year. Com-
paring this with the details given in the
Auditor-General’s report for 1921-1922, there
is practically an agreement—there is a small
discrepancy of £2.570, probably accountable
for by some expenses which at that time
had not been finalised.

These are the Auditor-General’s figures—

Proceeds converted and remitted to
London .. . .dollars 10,780,000

Proceeds on conversion at 392} to

396 .. .. .. .. £2.739 085
Add 620,000 dollars retained in
America:—
520.000 dollars used in
America .. .. £106,361
100,000 dollars later re-
mitted to PBrisbane at
a profit .. .. 23,121
_— 29,985
Total. . .. .. .. E2.869,070
Deduct 18,465 dollars (engraving, &e.) 3,795

Net realisation . £2,R65.275
That is, the amount of £2,862,705 quoted
from the Treasurer’s Budget Speech of 1922-
1923 includes the profit on conversion and
the 620,000 dollars retained in America. The
interest payable (7 per cent. on 12,000,000
dollars) is 840,000 dollars per annum., If
dollars could be bought at par value (4.866
for the £1 sterling), the rate of interest on
the net realisation (£2.862,705) would be £6
0s. 7d. per cent. per annum. The average
rate of conversion for payment of interest
last year would be approximately 4.45
dollars for £1 sterling, and the rate of

Mr. Roberts.)
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interest on net realisation £6 11s, 10d. per
cent.—that 1s, 19s. per cent. more than the
rate stated in last year’s Budget Speech.
I desire to make that statement, because the
hon. member for Ierbert seemed very
emphatic in his contradiction of the hon.
member for Nundah, and it is only right
that the position should be made quite clear.

My, PEasE: Is that the first or the second
loan you are referring to?

Mr. ROBERTS: Those are the figures
which were challenged by the hon. member.

With regard to the subject of railway
freights, which has been freely discussed,
i made inguiries at the Railway Depart-
ment  this morning with regard to the
matter. as I do not wish to quote anything
which is not likely to be correct, and I
obtained full information. The following
table shows the old and new rates of freight
on maize and wheat:—

Maize. Maize. | Wheat. | Wheat.
Miles. _Old New ol1 New
Rate. Rate. Rate. Rate.
s, d. s.od. o2, d. 5. d.
1 to 10 . 1 6 4 6 | 1 6 3 3
1to 15 . 19 5 2 1 9 3 6
1 to 20 L2 2 0 5 09 2 2 3 9
1 to 25 . 2 7 6 5 2 7 4 1
1 to 30 P31 7 0 3 1 4 4
1 to 35 .1 3 6 77 3 6 4 7
1to 40 L3 11 8 4 311 1 410
1to 45 4 a 9 3 4 4 5 4
1 to 50 . 4 10 9 11 410 , 511
1 to 55 5 3 10 6 5 3 1 6 3

I may mention that there is a terminal
charge of 6d. added to the amounts
quoted in the second column of rates; for
instance. the department will first of all
quote 4s., and then there is a terminal
charge of 6d. in addition. There is
another direction in which the consumer in
the country is affected. The mineral class
rates have been increased as follows:—
Class M, from 12s. 6d. to 14s. 4d., or
equal to 9 per cent.; Class A, from 18s.
8d. to £1 2s. 1d., or 10 per cent; Class
B, from £1 13s. 3d. to £2 0s. 4d., or
20 per cent.
Merchandise—Class 1, from £2 13s.
1d. to £3 3s. 10d., or an increase of 20
per cent.; Class 2, from £3 19s. 7d. to
£4 1bs. 4d., or 175 per cent.; Class 3,
from £5 9s. 5d. to £6 10s. 7d., or an
increase of 20 per cent.
The men to whom I am now going to refer
are those who take up a certain class of
work in their hour of need—i.e., woodcutters.
This concerns hon. meinbers on the Govern-
ment side as well as Opposition members.
A lot of people turn their attention to get
ting a truck of wood and sending it into the
town when times are bad. Iow has the
department treated them ?

The old rate for a large eight-wheeled
wagon for 10 miles was 8s, 3d., and it has
been increased, with a terminal charge of
Is. 6d., to 18s, or by no less than 135 per
cent. As the hon. member for Warwick
pointed out, an increasc of that kind in
freight on the railways affects two classes.
It first of all affects the worker in the city,
because we have to recognise that he is a
large consumer of wood. The average man
with a cottage uses wood as against any other
fuel.  Then again, it seriously affects the
man who gets it. They work long hours
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and very often are up all night. Some of
them, on the average, would not make more
than 8s. a day at wood drawing—I am not
speaking of the men who own the wood. but
of those who get it. An increase in the
railway rate means a very great deal to
those men. TFor 20 miles the old rate was
11s. 11d.. and the new rate, with the ter-
minal charge again of Is. 6d., brought it up
to 19s. 4d. That becomes a very heavy tax.
Then again, take the freight on cattle. I
have to recognise that the Government did
make some reduction some time ago, and I
want to give them credit for doing it. I
am reminded that just prior to the eleclion
one hon. member was taking credit for hav-
ing been the means of getting this reduction,
and actually inspired a paragraph in the
Press—to my astonishment-—sctting out that
it had heen granted owing to representations
which he had made. But. if you look at
the ¢ General Notices” which the Railway
Dcepartment issue, you will find that this very
concession had been granted fully a month
before this man was taking credit for it.
Mr. Riorpax: Who was it?

Mr. ROBERTS: Never mind who it was—
st any rate it was not the hon. member.
Tor an eight-wheeled cattle truck the chavge
for 100 miles in 1915 was 80s., and in 1919
it had been inereased to 139s. 3d. For the
same sized truck for a distance of 200 miles,
the charge in 1915 was 146s. 6d., and at the
present time the charge is 244s. 6d  Tor
300 miles the charge in 1915 was 202s. €d.,
and at the present time it is 323s, 9d.
These figurcs show that the increase for 100
miles has been 59z, 3d., for 200 miles 98s..
and for 300 miles 121s. 3d. Those are very
heavy increases, and in other classes of
freight the same thing exists.

There 1s another maiter with which I wish
to deal if ftime permits—a matter on which
the CGovernment used to pride themsclves.
that is. the nationalisation of hospitals. T
can remember some of the speeches hon.
members opposite made on this subject. It
was a great plank in their platform.

Mr. GLEDSOX : You signed that plank, you
1
know.

Mr. ROBERTS : I never denied it. I have
never denied anything I have done; I am
not ashamed of it. What I do regret is
that I have to-night to make a reference
to the fact that the Government in power,
who call themselves a Labour Government—
who sav that thev look after the interests
of the poor and the downtrodden. the sick
and the distressed—allow a condition of
affair: to exist which prompts the Medical
Superintendent of the Brishane Hospital.
Dr. McLean. to make the report for 1922
which was laid on the table a day or two
ago. Further, I want to remind hon. mem-
bers that I have here also his renort for
1921. in which he drew attention to the same
condition of affairs. What action did the
Government take? Is a similar report likely
to ba made again next vear? I propose to
vcad both of them to show hon. mombers
how the Government are to blame. This is
what he wrote in 1921—

“ OVERCROWDING.

“T,ast vear I brought under notice
the inereasing demand on the resources
of the hosnital. Other institutions are
in similar diffculties, so one cannot expect
any relief from them. For many years
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past there has been no increased accom-
modation for the sick poor to cope with
the increased population.

“LCases  arrive here from all over
Queensland, and it is one long struggle
to find accommodation for patients.
Wards normally containing nineteen
beds often have thirty pdtwnﬂ the
excess numbers being placed on veran-
dahs in all sorts of weather and on
stretchers in the wards. All departments
have the same trouble, and the position
is accentuated by deficient lavatory
accommodation and store rooms.

“ Complaints
patients are not admitted, and also
because it is necessary to send home
fho~e who are best able to make room
for others in more need. The number
of cases that have to be sent home by
ambulance is a sad reflection on the
ac\ommodmtmn and the necessity for the
11‘1(316%150

What does Dr.
Tor 19227—

“The most important trouble in the
hospital. and one which is a constant
source of anxiety, is the continued over-
crowding. Patmnts are kept on unsuit-
able couches in wards and on verandahs.
The ventilation is insufficient inside the
wards, and those outside on the veran-
dahs are exposed, particularly in winter,
to the inclemencies of the weather.

“In spite of. all attempts to meet the
demands it is necessary to often refuse to
admit cases and even sometimes to warn
ambulances to only bring desperate cases.
Complaints naturally arise both from
those who arve refused admission and
from those who are requested to leave
to make room for those much worse than

are made hecausc

MecLean say in his report

they are. The attention of the nurses
must suffer under such conditions. The
lavatory accommodation is also over-

taxed.
“ The position of the Brisbane Hospital

is simijar to that existing in other
States.  The accommodation is over-
taxed. The condition becomes more

acute cvery year and the sick poor who
must depend on ]1osplta1 treatment are
not receiving the attention that is neces-
sary, The whole matter requires gravo
consideration. The increase of two or
three wards does not meet the difficulty,
as with more wards more nurses and
more equipment, increased accommoda-
tion at the nurses’ home. improved
laundry. cte., are required.

“It is time that the whole future of
the hospital be considered, and plans
made for its permanent improvement,
with a view to fully meeting the demands
for treatment of those who are unable
to afford medical and private hospital
fees,

“ We must recognise the fact that the
population is increasing, that the hospi-
tal is called on to treab cases from all
over Queensland, that no provision to
cope with the incrcase has been made
for many years, and that the time has
arrived to consider the present condi-
tion of the hospital and its ability to
cope with the demands laid on it for
many vears ahead.

“ Yours obediently,
“J. €. McLEeax,

““ Medical Superintendent.”
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I recognise the difficulty that the Brisbane
General Hospital was in at the time the
Government took control. I do mnot desire
to blame the Government for their action,
because I believe that at that time the
hospital was right up against it.

The bell indicated that the time allowed
the hon. member under the Standing Orders

had expired.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): This year I, for
one, expected to see a united Oppoq’non
We heard a good deal about the conference
that took ])la(e at Rockhampton as well as
the one that took place at Emu Park. The
hon. member for Oxley came back from Rock-
hampton and said that he was going to
create a united party in this Chamber. —The
hon. member for Rockhampton reminds me
that the hon. member for Oxley has again
gone to Rockhampton to resuscitate ‘that
party. I think that to-day the Opposition
are even more divided than before the United
party came into this House. The hon. mem-
ber for Dalby has generously given way to
allow of the formation of a united Opposi-
tion. He did not want to hang on to the
spoils of cffice. .

Mr. Fry: The spoils of office!

Mr. ‘RIORDAN: The position of leader of
the Opposition carries an extra £200 in

salary.  Every hon. member opposite was
fighting for it—there were six or seven

aspirants for the position.

Mr. Fry: That is not so. Ivery hon. mem-

ber opposite fights for the position of
Minister,
Mr. RIORDAN : The Nationalists claimed

that while the hon. member for Dalby was
leader of the Opposition there could be no
unity. That gentleman has now relinquished
that position, and we find the Elphin<tone
party, the Barnes party, and two or three
other different parties sitting in opposition.
Practically every hon. member opposite is
a party on his own. 1 am not a bit worried
over that, but I would like to sce a united
Opposition, just to see how they would fare.
T have been in this Chamber for five years,
and I have scen the Opposition divided all
the time. 1 would like to see what sort of
a stunt they would put up if there was a
united Opposition. It is really a shame to
talte the money when onc goes to the coun-
try, because it is just a case of the Labour
party continuing to roll home without any
struggle, We like a fight, and when we are
defeated in a fight we are always prepared
to put up with it. For years the Labour
party sat in opposition.
Mr. Fry: And will again.

Mr. RIORDAN: When we returned from
the elections after we were defeated we took
our defeat like any party should. We were
prepared to abide by the will of the people.
We have heard hon. members oppOSJte trying
to excuse their downfall ever since this Par-
liament met. Their downfall is attributed to
the fact that the people of Queensland did
not want any more of the type of Govern-
ment which advocate black labour and all
other things that mcan low wages and the
keeping down of the bottom dog.

Mr. Fry: Your Government are sacking
them every day now, and they are getting
no wages.

Mr. RIORDAN: It was my intention to
confine my remarks to the Estimates-in-Chief,

Mr. Riordan.}
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but as I shall be leaving on a tour of my
electorate, commencing on Sunday next, I
would not like to allow this opportunity to
pass without having a little to say in the
interests of the people I represent.

The chief intention of myself, along with
other gentlemen who are going in the party
on this tour, is, to my way of thinking, in the

intercsts of the State and in the interests of.

opening up a portion of the State that has
been long neglected by different Govern-
ments. There are men going in the party to
the Gulf country to see if it is suitable for
sheep-raising. We have ballots taken in con-
nection with land in which 1,000, 1,200, up
to 1,500 applications are received for each
block. The Government have announced
their intention of resuming freeholds in West-
ern Queensland—Marathon, Saltern Creek—
and another holding in Southern Queensland.
I predict that, if the Government go on and
the Land Court fixes a rental which the
selector will be able to bear, there will
be anything from 2.000 to 5,000 applicauts
for thosc blocks. I hope that the compensa-
tion to be paid will not be so high as 1o be
a burden heavy enough to break down the
intention of closer settiement. Hon. mentbers
opposite are continually howling that the
raillways are not paying. I am not one who
expects our railways to pay for ma
to come. I think the lines should be extended
to assist scttlement, but not built through
large holdings unless it is the intention of
the Government to resume those holdings.
Therce should be anything from ten to fifteen

families on each holding, and return-
ing a good living to the people sctiled
thereon. To show the demand that there is

for sheep country, let me state that (hewe
gentlemen are going up to have a lock at
the Gulf country, and, if it is suitable for
sheep-raising, they are prepared to find
£100.000 for the purpose of sheep-raizing.
They are going to do that in this State,
which hon. members opposite contend has
been ruined by the Labour Government. The
Gulf country has been for a long time the
meat-producing portion of this Sitate. We
know that at the present time the meat
market is not good, and the cattle-growers
in the Gulf countrr are unable to marlket
their products. The position has been a
serious one from their point of view, and if
sheep-raising can be carrvied on up there it
will give a new Jease of life to the Gulf
country and assist in obtaining a return from
land that is now lying idle. There has been
an attack made by hon. members opposite
in regard to the Government State stations
policv. The Government policy in that direc-
tion 1s not a bad polier. I am not going to
cry down the State stations because they
have made a loss. If the same market had
continued after the purchase of the State
stations as existed before that purchase, the
State stations would have turned out one of
the biggest successes in the enterprises
embarked upon by this Government. The
Labour Government, in the first place, were
unfortunate in accepting the recommendation
of Mr. Bunning regarding the appointment
of their manager. The man they got was
unsuitable. This is not the first time that I
have mentioned that gentleman. When I
came into this House first, I think T pointed
out that the man was unsuitable for the
position he was in.

If there was a rcturn fo pre-war prices
for cattle, the State stations under the
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present management would mnot be long
in picking up the losses they are now

showing. The Government hold the cattle,
and there is another way ‘out of the difficulty.
The Government to-day conduct State hutcher
shops throughout Queensland. If the State
stations were to kill their beef and sell it
over the block to the consumer. it should
veturn 6d. per 1b.. and at leaxt £8 per head,
without taking into account the by-products.

The Commissioner for State
[.30 p.m.] BEnterprises, until just quite

recently, has allowed Mr. Gar-
butt, of Townsville, who Is cppos~d to the
(Government, to kill all the cattle for the
State shops there. The State shops sold the
carcases over the block, and Mr. Garbntt,
in addition to being paid his charges for the
killing, retained the by-products. Since the
private butcher shops have been in compe-
tition with the State butcher shops in the
open market, and on the lowest markcet we
have had in Queensland for some time, the
business of the State shops and the profits
heve increased, simply because the Silate has
taken up the killing and handling of its own
cattle. The same conditions prevailed all
down the coast until a couple of yeass back.
T do not *know for certain whether the State
is killing its own caitle in connection with
all their State shops; but if it is not, 1t
should do. If it is mot, it should either kill
its own cattle or take the cattle from the
small grazier and put them over the block
for him. With beef selling at 6d. per lb. he
should then get a fair réturn for his cattle.
There are inany small cattlemen in business
to-duy. Most of them have sprang up since
the advent of this Government, who have
made it possible for them to go on the land.
These men, unfortunately, stocked up on a
top market, when cattle were £13 per head,
and consequently had their rents assessed
on a value basis of £14 per head. I admit
the Lands Department has been generous
tewards small selectors who have made appli-
cotion for time to pay their rents without
penalty. But this is not going to get the
snall man out of his difficulty. 1 know
certain gentlemen are working to try and
assist the cattle industry out of its present
difficulty. but their prospecis are not too
bright. In the course of the debate on the
Address in Reply, I mentioned that the
Government had guaranteed to a co-operative
company a loan of £20,000 for the establish-
ment of a boiling-down and canning works at
Karumba, at the mouth of the Norman
River, in the Gulf of Carpentaria. Some of
my friends said that they would only can for
a few months in the year, and that there is
no market for canned meats. Meat can be
chilled in the Gulf and a market can be
found for it. What we did not chill we could
can. I am sure that, when these works com-
mence, they will give to the cattleman a
better return than he is now getting from the
meatworks.,  Smith’s ‘Weekly '~ of 25th
August last had a very good article on the
beef industry, and dealt with the question
why “ dummy ” cannot afford to buy beef.
We hear certain men advocating the open-
ing up of trade with the East and the Islands
in connection with the cattle industry. Sugar
can be produced in the Islands, where wages
are lz. per day, at £9 per ton, and the
population there cannot afford to buy our
beef. The population is certainly in the
Tast, but they cannot afford to purchase our
beef at the price it will cost to put 1t on
the Eastern market, because of the low rate
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of wages there. If there is a posibility of
establishing trade with the East, that possi-
Lility rests with the Gulf, because it is only
seven days’ sail from the Tastcrn market,
and beef can be landed there much Fhoaper
than if shipped at DBrisbane. There have
Leen certain interests at all times Wolking
against the establishment of works in the
Gulf and the killing of the beast where
it is grown. We know that the Ameri-
can meat trust have a lot of money
invested in meatworks, outside Towns-
ville, and we also have the Qunenshrd Meat
Export Company operating close to Towns-
ville, with anything up to £500,000 invested
thf’re There is a very strong influence work-
ing against the small cattleman doing any-
thing for himself. Mr. Philp, a son of the
late Sir Robert Philp, ndxcules the idea of
establishing meatworks in the Gulf. I do not
vant to debate the question with Mr. Philp,
but, from what I have seen of the cattle in-
dustry, it pays better to kill the cattle where
they are grown than to drive them 400 or 500
miles, and then rail them for another 400 or
500 miles under crude methods to the market.
The late Sir Robert Philp, who at one time

represented Townsville in this House, exer-
r1<(\d a big influence in keeping the Gulf
back. The trade of Cloncurry should have
been with the Gulf. The rails were actually
at Normanton to construct a railway from
Normanton to Cloncurry, but, on account of
the weakness of the Northern representation
and on account of the strength of numbers of
Southern members and the members repre-
senting constituencies on the castern sea-ccast,
the trade of Cloncurry was brought to Towns-
ville. The result is that the products of
Cloncarry are railed 600 miles. in spite of
tha fact that there is a port within 220 miles
of that town. If that 1s the way to develop
the State, then I do not kuow too much
about developing the State. Revertirg to
the cattle industry, if the cattle-grower kills
his own beef, there 1s no reazon why he stonld
not get a uetter return than he is getting
to-day. ¢ Smith’s Weekly ” states—

“Beef on the hoof in Quecnsland
fetches an average price of £8 12 6d. a
beast.

“In Sydney and Melbourne the same
beast brings £23 18s. 6d. and £28 respec-
tively.

“The difference represents the harvest
of the carcase butcher and the other
middiemen.

“ It represents also the ruin of the
producer and the starvation of the ccn-
sumer,

“The American beef trust already
controls largely the workings of the
Australian cattle industry  When the
subsidy of 4d. a lb. on exported beef
was granted by the Conunonwealth. the
London market dropped. When ths
Queensland Government reduced freights,
the London market dropped again.

“ The American interests whirh control
the London beef market saw to this
checkmating of Governniental assistance.
TUnless those interests in turn are check-
mated Australia will soon be importing
chilled beef from the trust’s works in
the Argentine,

** At least one of the moves towards
such a checkmate is indicated herewith.”

““ Smith’s Weekly 7’ also deals with Australia
handling her meat and putting it upon the
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marlket in a better manner than it has been
marketed previously. During the war all
the cattle that it was pos:xbo to sccure in
Queensland  were bought, slaughtered, and
oumpod over the other ude of the world,
When the war collapsed a large quantitr of
inferior meat was left on the markets there,
and Australian meat in conscquence secured
a bad name. Argentina devoted its attengivn,
roeanwhile, to building up its herds. A
bullock matures in Argentina In two years,
whereas in Queensland it takes threc and
four years. ¢ Smith’s Weekly ”’ states—

“ For years the stock-raising industry
in Queansland has been steadily slipping
backwards, in the same ratio as the
middlemen have grown. over the whole
of the State. Cattic herds have grown
from 5,210,391 in 18912 to 7,047.370 iIn
1921.  But the price of meat to the
househoider has increased faster than the
herds. and the profit to the stockraiser
has decreased in a like proportion. The
acreage carrying cattle has grown until
it now forms the chief industry over two-
thirds of the Stale.

‘““ At the present time the industry
spells disaster to the catileman. There
are heeds throughout Queenslind which

cannot be given away. Yeb the price
of beef in the Southern mavkets is sky
high.

* Bullocks that seil for £8 12s. 6d. in
Brizbane bring £23 in Melbourne and
£23 12s. 6d. in Sydney. Deduct £3 bs.
freight, and the sale price of a bullock,
less freight, in Sydney 1s £20 7s. 6d.
Who gets the difference?’

Mr. CorsEr: Who gets the difference?

Mr. RIORDAN: The cattleman has been
looking around for a good while to find out
who gets the difference.

Mr. Corsgr: Who are the middlemen in
the beef industry in Queecnsland?

Mr. RIORDAN: To my way of thinking,
the American meat trust,

Mr. Corser: The State butcher shops.

Mr. RIORDAN: The State butcher shops
Op(,ld.ilt]“ in my eloctorate offered £9 17s.
for “ poddies ” in and around Croydon, and
the cattlemen refused the offer.

Mr. CORSER:
for £4 per head.

Mr. RIORDAN: Yes, because they were
giving an opportunity to the small man to
"ot a_few shillings to keep him on his land

‘Smith’s W (,elxly ’ is with me in regard to
the American meat trust. It states—

“The American meat trust have an
organised system of commercial espionage
in Australia, by which they are apprised
of the contents of every ship that leaves
this country for overseas ports. When a
large consignment is despatched for
London from Australia, a cable leaves
for Buenos Ayres, and four or five times
the quantity of chilled meat is shipped
to London to swamp the market before
the Australian shipment arrives.

‘“ Big meat factories in Queensland
vears ago tried to market chilled meat
in England, but discontinued after a
short time. There is talk now of
further experimenting “with the object
of trying to shake the grip of South
America on European markets. Cattle-
men regard success along these lines as

Mr. Biordan.]

They sold their own cattle
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the only salvation for the meat industry.

But distributors know they will be merely

wasting their time if they try it. The

only hope of improvement, according to

their analysis, is more cannmg and the

climination of the middleman.” ,
People have ridiculed the idea of canning
at Karumba. There is another string to the
bow of those advocating the establishment of
canning works in the Gulf. Meat can be
chilled therc and sent to New South Wales
and Victoria and marketed in those States at
a cheaper price than meat that is being
sold there to-day. In the Address in Reply
my remarks were mostly connected with the
meat industry, and I do not wish to con-
tinue on those lines any longer.

When you spoke yesterday, Mr. Cooper,
you made some astonishing revelations in
regard to the working of the Ipswich Rail-
way Workshops. If those remarks are not
inquired into by the Secretary for Railways
cr by the Government, then there will be
neglect of duty. %omebody is responsible.
If scientific sabotage is going on, the only
ones capable of carrying on that scientific
sabotage are the “boss” class; the toiler
has nothing on them in this regard. If
that state of things is prevailing, somebody
is responsibic, and the sooner the Govern-
ment get busy and find out the offender and
clean him out the better for the Railway
Department and the Government. I do not
waut to get on to the Railway Department,
or make it appear that I have a grudge. 1
know 1t is very difficult for the Secretary
for Railways and the Commissioner to carry
out all their duties; but when a member of
Parliament brings such matters as these to
light, they arc worthy of consideration, and
skould not be placed to one side.

Regarding the railways generally, there is
a good deal of pin- pnck‘ng going oh amongst
the “ bosses’’ or inspectors. 1 do not know
the rcason for the idea, but we find that
throughout the seivice thosc who have a
little power as me(wtors scem to think that
their whole object in life is to persecute and
pin-prick the workers in the Railway Depart-
ment, The Commissioner should not stand
for this, and 1 feel sure that the Secretary
for Railw ays will not stand {or it. When we
find the heads of departments pin-pricking
any servant of the Commissioner, 1t is up
to the Commissioner or the Minister to take
action and deal with those individuals.
These matters may appear irivial to the
Commissioner or the Minister, but they are
matters of great importance to the men
affected—the workers. I think that the rail-
way worker, in common with other workers,
should have a fair and just ““ go’ from the
Commissioner, and he will give the same in
return. You will find a staff clerk appointed
in the Commissioner’s Office—possibly not in
Brisbane, but in Townsville or Rockhampton.
He will start off with a sort of vendetta
against some individual in the service, and
keep heckling him until that individual is

tla,m.fengd _ somewhere to some railway
terminus  in  the Dbackblocks where 1t
does mot suit him to go. All - this

merely because the official has a dislike to
the man! That man should have some
means of having his case rectificd, and of
bringing the matter hefore the Commis-
sioner. I know there is an appeal court,
but it is a difficult matter to get before it.
The Commissioner’s word is final, and he
has to stand behind his officials. I have an
idea of some of the officials of the Railway
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Department.  When thev come along to the
Jommissioner they are very olly—very gen-
tlemanly when in front of him—but when
speaking to the cmplovees of the Commis-
siorer, you would imagine that the lower-
paid men are dogs or dirt beneath the
Ofﬁ(‘lal\ fect. That class of official does not
make for harmony in any service, and
should 1ot be tolerated. There are men of
that class in the Railway Department to-day,
and if any cases are brought to my notice
1 shall have no hesitation in lctting the
Commissioner know of them. Their excuse
is that a Labour man attacks them. They
are Labour men until things arve going a bit
ha‘d with them, and then they go along to
their Nationalist friends, kick up a row, and
try to get the Commissioner’s support
These are the people who talk about the
railways being removed from political
influence. This trpe of man knows that that
is absolute * bunkum.”

Mr. Fry: Clan vou quote a specific case?

Mr. RIORDAN: I can quote lots of cases.
I will quote one concerning a man who went
to the war and who was promised that he
would get his job back when he returned.
When he returned I found that there was
a vacancy in the Railway Audit Office, and
it was arranged that this man was to go
there. The hon. member for Murilla took
another nominee to an official under the
Secretary for Railways, and that official told
the Minister that there was no vacancy in
the Audit Office. Yet this man whom the
hon. member for Murilla had taken to the
Commissioner was sent up to the Audit Office,
but he did not get in, for before he got ap
there I had my say in the matter. That Is a
case in point.

In the matter of emergency passes, men out
in Western Queensland a long way from the
Traffic Office have to wire to the General
Manager in the case of sickness because
somebody at Timbuctoo abused the privilege
on one occasion, and Mr. Steer put his foot
down. Mr. Stcer spoke and that was the
end of emergency passes, If Mr. Steer during
his railway carcer had becn transferred from
Brisbane to Mount Cuthbert or to some other
place, he would have had an opportunity of
developing in the railway service, and it
would have given him an opportunity of
becoming sympathetic to the men who are
blazing the way for the likes of Mr. Steer
and other officials who arc well cared for
in Brisbane.

Mr. MaxweLL: He is a crood man.
Myr. RIORDAN: He may be a good man,

but I am not ‘romg to allow Eh Steer to
viectimise the Western woirker or any other

worker.  Under this Government Mr., Steer
must keep his place. He could only find
onc case of abuse under the emergenecy

pass system, and, if the station-master was
responsible for the abuse that took place, then
the station-master should have been dealt
with and a reflection should not have been
cast on the whole railway service because
symne  individual failed 10 his duty as
Mareeba.

In regard to the railway service wenelally,
the regulations allow of a man, af‘rer SIX
months’ temporary service, being put on
the permanent staff. We know there are
quiie a number of temporary men who are
going on this year. That regulation is either
right or wrong; and, if it is right, then the
men should be put on the permanent staff
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after six months’ service so that they may
get the privileges they are entitled to. These
men must be wanted or ther would not be
kept on, and, if they are wanted, they should
be put on the permancnt staff.

Mr. Prasg: Some have been kept on the
temporary staff for six years.

Mr. RIORDAN: I quite understand some
of them being kept on the temporary staff
for six years, because in 1914 Europe de-
manded a war and men left the Railway
Department to go to the front, The Govern-
ment therefore had to put on temporary men
to hold the jobs of those men until they
returned. Now that the war rumblings are
over—or- just beginning—I do not know which
and the men have returned from the last
war—which was to end war—the temporary
men should be placed on the permanent staff,
because they must be necessary to the carry-
ing out of the railway work.

There is another matter that I hope the
Commissioner noticed during his tour through
the North; that is the practice of the jingoes
who are running the service for him. They
appoint a man as acting guard, and they keep
him ‘“acting” for four or five years. Or
they appoint a fireman as acting driver.
These men, if they are doing the work and
they are necessary, should be appointed to
the grade in which they are working, after
acting for a certain time. I can quite under-
stand the Commissioner appointing a man
as ‘“ acting” during the cattle season or during
the sugar season; but I have known men to
be ‘acting” guards or “ acting” drivers
for two or three years and never appointed
to the grade. All these things are small, but
they give rise to discontent in the Railway
Department, and the Commissioner is not
going to get the best results if he is going to
allow a certain class of official to carry on in
the same old method as he carried on under
the Tory Government, of victimising the toiler
who is not prepared to kiss his hand when
he comes along. That day is past, and the
sconer the officials of the Railway Department
realise that they are under a Labour Govern-
ment the better will it be for the railway
service. Mr. Davidson’s report is all very
good on paper, but there are many little
things that require rectifying, and which, if
rectified, will go to make for a more contented
service.

_ Another matter on which I wish to touch
in regard to the Railway Department is the
question of acrommodation for maintenance
men. Right through the West there is no
proper accommodation provided. The accom-
modation out there would not come up to the
requirements of the Workers’ Accommodation
Act.  The Minister has promised that he
will provide accommodation this year, and I
have no occasion to doubt his word. Now
that things are looking brighter, my pros
pects and the lengihsmen’s prospects are
also brighter. Between Hughenden and Rich-
mond—I take this section because I know it,
or I could take the Cook electorate, as I also
know that district—a gang is stationed every
12 to 14 miles. There are threc to four men
in a gang. If the Commissioner were to estab-
lish a central camp of sixteen men and put a
motor engine into the pump car, the Com-
missioner would be able to establish decent
homes, where he could station his married
lengthsmen, and he could erect schools for
the education of their children, and also
establish reading rooms, so that there would
be some social life for the women and men
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engaged in this class of work. The day of
the pump car has passed. We see the inspec-
tor getting about on his motor tricycle, and
we see the General Manager getting about
on a rail motor. Very nice indeed. But the
next thing we want to see Is the lengthsman
going to his work on a motor pump car and
not on the old pull pump car. By what
stretch of imagination the Arbitration Court
arrived at the idea of making a man_ pull
to his worl in his own time 1s beyond me,
and it would be a very good thing if the
Arbitration Court judge had to pull one of
these pump cars 12 or 14 miles. It is up to
us to rectify this matter of men pulling to
worlk in their own tine, and it is up to the
Minister and the Commissioner to start
building central camps as early as possible.
These lengths could be worked from one
centre, where there would be an opportunity
for some social life for the workers. I know
the Government have done their best for
the men, and the men appreciate what the
Government have done. We are going along
very nicely in all departments, but the
maintenance branch requires a good deal
of attention to bring it in line with the
other departments.

It is a good thing sometimes to get back
to the delegation. My {riend the hon. mem-
ber for Toowong will remember the delega-
tion going home. It put us back. for two
or three yecars, but we got over that diffi-
culty, and we are now going along very
nicely, and I do mot think it will be long
before grievances are rectified when brought
forward by hon members. When I have
brought matters before the Secretary for
Railways, he has immediately acted on my
representations; I have had sympathetic
constderation from him on every occasion.

There is another thing which astonishes
me in regard to railway officials. I think
that you, Mr. Cooper, must have had similar
cases brought under your notice. A railway

employece is not supposed to con-

[9 p.m.] duct any business outside his rail-

way work; his wife is not sup-
posed to do so; and, in some instances, if 1t
does not suit the railway officials, they will
not allow any member of the family to con-
duct a business in the town in which the
employee is stationed. One man one job is
a very good principle if that job affords
sufficient remuneration to keep a man and
his family in a decent state of comfort; but
I cannot see what claim the Commissioner
or any of his officials have over the members
of the family of a railway worker. When
travelling with the hon. member for
Balonne through his electorate, we were
told at Thallon about a porter stationed
there who was then down in Brishbane.
He had been called upon to resign from
the railway service because his daughter
was conducting an  agency. Anothor
daughter worked outside the Railway
Department at Thallon. Cobb and Com-
pany wrote in to the department objecting
to this man starting an agency at Thallon,
and asked that he be shifted. The agency
was conducted by his daughters and not by
him at all; but Mr. Steer, who dealt with
the case, could not allow the man to remain
there. The hon. member for Balonne made
representations to the department, and was
told that the man would be reappointed to
the service and could go to the back of the
Never Never country to some place near
Quilpie. The man said that he was pre-
pared to do that, but that it was pretty

Mr. Riordan.]
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hard on him having to leave Thallon and
his family. The department said, “ You
cannot come back to Thallon if you
allow your daughter to continue the

@

agency there.” There may be some *‘ pull ”’
in_that which Mr. Steer can see, but !
fail to see any “pull” in it any more than
in Mr. Steer acerpting an extra £300 a year
as chairman of the Tramway Trust while
occupying the position of Secretary to the
Commissioner for Railways. If it is good
for the bottom dog, it is good for the official.
I have no objection to Mr. Steer, who is
capable as far as his job goes, but he is too
narrow. Ie should do unto others as he
would like others to do unto him. If he can
take £300 a year from the Tramway Trust,
surely he cannot object to “ Bill Smith’s ”
children conducting an agerey against Cobb

and Company in any town -where the
parents reside. That kind of thing causes
discontent in the railway service, and

it would be a good thing for the Com-
missioner to clip the wings of some of his
officials. They fail in matters of importance,
and they pin-prick where it is absolutely
unnecessary. The Secretary for Railways
cannot be expected to watch the administra-
tion closely, as he has his legislative duties
to attend to. The Cormmissioner and his
officials are paid to carry out the work. A
lot of them have failed, and it would be a
good thing for the Railway Department if
we were to appoint an economy board from
the porters and engine-drivers to go through
the heads and see which of them could be
done away with. (Laughter.) I am sure a
good few could be wiped out. That is one
place where cconomy could be effected. Mr.
Steer, as Secrciary to the Commissioner,
ought to be in his place in the department,
or the job should not be kept going to hold
him there. He arranged the tour of the
Prince of Wales when he was here, and he
goes to pictics in connection with the tram-
ways, and makes speeches in which he says,
“We are not going to sanction any political
influence.””  While Mr. Steer is away from
the department, I suppose some girl getting
about £2 17s. 6d. a week is conducting his
job. (Laughter.)

Mr. MaxweLL: That is not correct.

Mr. RIORDAN: That is the position, as
no one was appointed to take his place
during his absence, and the hon. member for
Toowong cannot deny it. Mr. Steer was
entertaining the Prince of VVales for about
six months

Mr. MaxwerL: He did it well.

Mr. RIORDAN: T could have done it just
as well, and it would have been a pleasure
to me to have dome it in my spare time.
(Laughter.) If an official is going to create
a wrangle with the man who improves the
Commissioner’s returns, then I am going
to try to keep the official in his place. I
claim that, while Mr. Steer may have thought
he was doing good work when he swept
Queensland with his Kconomy Board, the
men who were put off are gradually going
back into the service. Had metals gone up in
price in the Cloncurry distriet during that
time, every one of those men would have
had to be put back into the service inside
of twenty-four hours; and, if they had
been engaged meantime in the mining in-
dutry, we would have had to get men from
the other States to fill their places.

[Mr. Riordan.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

With regard to the mining industry in the
Cloncurry district, I want to let the Ilouse
krnow how mining is progressing there. The
hon member for Kurilpa, who tﬂ]kb about

“ monkeying with dangerous men,” knows
that, if T get angry. he will suffer badly.
(Loud laughter.) I do not know why there
is all this levity. (Renewed laughter.) Min-
ing has been languishing in the Cloncurry
district for some time.

An OpposiTiIoN MEMBER:
thrashed threadbare.

Mr. RIORDAN: It may have been
thrashed threcadbare. TFor the hst few days
w2 have been lost in & haze of ¢ piffle.” If
I were allowed to make a bet in this House,
T would bet that not half a dozen men could
tell vou two lines of figures quoted by any
member of the ITouse. It has all been mere
camouflage of the issue. They have got it

That has been

into * Hansard,” and it can be dug up in
* Hansard.” )
Mr. K1xG: You are the only bright spct

in the firmament.

Mr. RIORDAN: I am, because I repre-
sent a bright spot and bright people.
(Laughter.) The mining industry is utterly
down and out, but I think that we can make
an improvement in that regard. Mr., Cor-
bould said on one occasion that he could
treat 5 per cent. copper ore profitably with
copper at £80 a ton and pay £1 per day,
if he could only get the right class of
labour. He could have got the right class
of labour if he had gone the right way
about it. Ile was the ‘“ boss,” and he could
work the men round until he got what he
wanted. Copper is not at £80, but there arc
good shows in the Cloncurry district tied
up by the Mount Elliott and the Mount
Cuthbert and the Hampden companies.
These companies have been working for a
long time for an amalgamation. But time
is going on—the job must be a big one. 1t
is only camouflage and sparring for time by
the companies. The lodes at Cloncurry
arc rich enough to be treated; the poorer
ore could be kept; prospectors and *‘gou-
gers V are pmparcd to worlk lots of mines
held by those companies. T am of the
opinion that, if an amalgamation is not
brought about at the expiration of the threoe
months’ exemption which the Government
have given to them to fix it up, no further
extension should be given, although the
mines are partly in my electorate and partly
in the electorate of the hon. member for
Flinders. The Government should set about
erecting a furnace from Chillagoe there, to be
worked co-operatively by the “gougers.” If
they adopt that attitude, I am sure that an-
other twenty-four hours will not be lost over
the amalgamation. With coal produced at
Bowen at 14s. per ton and coke at a much
lower price than the £3 10s. which they were
paying to bring it from Newcastle, there 1s
a reasonable chance of the Cloncurry mines
working in the near future, and I do not
think the companies should be allowed ‘o
lock them up any longer. The Government
are carrying on at Chillagoe with silver and
lead. People cannot argue successfully that
their venture therc has been a failuve, be-
causc the returns from the railways, and the
fact that men have been kept in employment,
have more than repaid the Government.
And we still have the copper. A rise of £12
per ton in the price of copper would prac-
tically wipe off the loss. The silver and lead
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«till stick to Chillagoe, and will keep 1,000
men or more working. There is gold con-
tent in some of the Cloncurry ores, and the
companies should work the mines, or leave
them to men who will work them and treat
the ore locally or send it to Chillagoe to be
treated.

Goldmining has gone back a good deal of
late vears, but there Is a prospect of recovery
at the Woolgar, and I believe that it would
be good business to send a man thero at an
carly date. Mr. Jensen would have been a
good man, but he has faded away out of
the service—for what reason, I do not know.
He was recognised as one of the best
geologists in  Australia. Why let men of
that kind leave the service? He resigned
{0 contest the Senate election, and he has
not got back into the service. It pays to
keep men of his type in the service, even
though they do not come up to the standard
of some ol the jingoes who occupy nice,
snug little offices in Brisbane, and do not
want to go more than § miles off the railway
for fear of getting lost. Mr. Jensen would
dig into any of the mining ficlds anywhere
in the State; but a certain little coterie in
the Mines Department had no time for
Jensen, because Jensen knew more about
the job than some of them. Professional
jealousy made it so warm for him that he
walked ocut.

Now, I want to deal with the ambulances
for a few moments. The reduction of 5s. in
the Government subsidy was in some places
necessary—in big centres elaborate buildings
were being put up—but [ hops that the
Home Secretarr is not going to lose sight of
the fact that ambulances in country districts
should not be allowed to languish for lack
of funds, because if there is one service
which 1s valuable to the people in the
country disteicts, 1L 1z the ambulance.

HoxoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. RIORDAN: There is something in
what the Minister told the deputation to-day
—that those who can afford to pay a mileage
rate should pay. I know some people who
use 1t who are in firmly estahlished pogitions
and who, come along afterwards and give
their 8s. to the ambulance. Bill, the
shearers’ cook, is brought into town, does
his three or four weeks 1n the hospital, pays
the hospital, and goes out and gives a
couple of guineas to the ambulance. He can
afford his two guineas less than John Brown
can afford to pay 1s. 6d. per mile for being
brought to the hospital.

T have continued longer than I expected,
but, in conclusion, I would like. along with

the hon. member for Oxley, to wish the
Promier every success in his mission to
London. I am sorry that the hon. member

for Oxley is not in his place, because a nasty
rumour has been floating around. to the
effect that he endeavoured to get on to the
delegation that went to London to ‘ queer
the pitch’” for the Premier a few years ago.
I would like to have his denial, because if
anyone interjects about such a matter when
he is speaking, he just waves his magic wand
and you must be quiet and silence must
reign. I also congratulate the Treasurer on
his Budget Speech. The Government have
done yeoman service for the State, despite

the ocalamity howlers on the Opposition
benches.

Mr. Kerso: They know how to spend
money.

1923—3 4
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Mr. RIORDAN: We know how to spend
money wisely and well. (Opposition laugh-
ter.) Our friends were here for fifty years,
and went along in the same old slipshod
way. We are doing work that is going to
be of value to coming gencrations. Queens-
land, built up under a Labour Government,
is going to be the Queen State of Australia.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. RIORDAN: There is another little
matter on which I would like to congratu-
late the Premier, and that is upon being so
generous to the Opposition in May last. All
last session they were wanting an election.
I think the Premier had even too much
consideration for them. Xe gave them an
election on 12th May—six wmonths before
the election was due. When I was going
to my electorate 1 zaw by the Press that the
Opposition were not satisfied oven then.
They said that the Premier had sprung the
elections on them, yet they had been asking
him for the elections for six or twelve
months before, when they said that they were
going to wipe him off the face of the map.
There are many faces missing from the
Opposition benches te-night, and I venture
to say that after the next election there will
be many more missing.

Mr. LOGAN (Lockysr): 1 want to con-
gratulate the hon. member for Burke on his
cntertaining speech. In hiz opening remarks
he had a lot to say about the United party.
He said that the hon. member for Oxley
had gone to Rockhampton for a certain
purpose, and, instead of bringing about the
desired effect, he had brought about even
more parties than had existed before that
time. T would like to refer to a time when
there was a division in the Labour party just
rrior to the last electi We kunow that a
faithful eight voted against the Government
on that occasion, and the action of the rest
of the party brought forth cousiderable com-
ment from certain people i the Ipswich
workshops. Mr. Rymer at a mass meeting
at the Ipswich workshops on 4th July, 1922,
sald—

“ Mr. Theodore had mede promises in
his speeches before the last election.
Labour candidates had assured the rail-
way men that there would be no retrench-
ment. Wa+ that honoured? Thev were
also told there would be no reduction in
wages. Was that honoured? . Mr.
Theodore said he would search the
pockets of the wealthy., Had he done so?
It seemed that he was more inclined to
search the pockets of the workers

am sorry to say the delegates have
reason for believing, as far as 1he member
for Bremer is concerned, he is in the bag
with Ted Theodore and McCormack.”

At a meeting of the Fire Brigade Section
of the Australian Workers’ Union on 30th
March, 1922, Mr. Jones said—

“The time was undoubtedly ripe for
the propaganda campuign now being
conducted by the Quecnsland Central
Hxeccutive of the Australian Labour party
It was everywhere apparcnt that it was
the intention of the emplcying bosses to
bring down wages. . It was most
remarkable that whenever a time of
difficulty arose, the average employer
could see no way out but to cut into the
wages-sheet.”

Mr. Bond, secretary of the Public Service
Mr. Logan.]
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Professional Officers’ Association on 30th

July, 1922, said—

“The principles of the Labour move-
ment had been distinctly violated by the
Government, which had distinctly  de-
parted from the promiscs it had given
to the people before the last general
elections.”

At a meeting of the Australian Railwayinen’s
Union on 25th July, 1922, this resoiution was
passed—

“That this meeting asks vhrough its
representatives that they approach the
Queensland  Central Kxecutive calling
for a special convention to deal with the
political Labour party for the betrayal
of their platform pledges to the puople.”

This is an extract from a manifesto issued by
the Trades and Labour Council—

“ The Labour Government of this State
has, in opposition to the publicly ex-
presscd wishes of the Queensland Ceiitral
Eixecutive of the Australian Labour party
and other Labour bodies, including this
Council. secn fit to Join in the bosses’
wage-slashing attack by reducing the
wages of Government employees, in addi-
tion to increasing the working hours and
wholesale retrenchment indulged in for
some time.”’

There we have the inconsistencies of a
Government which profess to be so kindly
disposed towards the workers. We have
similar instances of the same treatment being
meted out to the tarmers They have always
keld out the hand of friendship, as they say,
to help the farmers; but we (ind that, instead
of helping the farmers, they have increased
their taxes to such an extent that in many
instances the farmers have been obliged to
leave the land. The hon. member for Bremer
last night was courageous enough 1o raise
scme matter in connceetion with the Raitway
Department. There are other anomalies in
connection with that department which can
be remedied to the advantage of the public.
1 wish to refer to the Sydney mail train. I
live on the South-Western line, and 1 know
that on many ocecasions that train goes
through  nractically  empty, whilst the
“ gweeper,” which follows immediately after-
wards, is always packed and sometimes you
are unable to get a seat and have to stand.
The railway authorities says that the
Sydney mail is not allowed to pisk up any
r.essengers this side of Stanthorpe anless they
are prepared to pay a fee of 10s. I think
that charge is altogether too high. I think
the Government should only charge a nominal
foo of 2s. €d. when there are vacant scats
this side of Stanthorpe. If the officials there
were to advise the officials at Toowoomba
of the number of seats that are vacant, then
the Toowoomba officials could relieve the
congestion on the ‘ sweeper.” Very often
commercial travellers and other people whe
get into the ““sweeper” at Warwick and
Toowoomba could ride on the Sydney mail
train if there were seats available.

T have known of instances, because of this
hard-and-fast rule operating, where people
have not been allowed to board the mail train
when it has been running late, with the resuit
that, when they arrived by the ‘ sweeper” at
Ipswich, the officers there have been obliged,
owing to the departure of the train that
usually connected with it to take on passen-
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gers for the intermediate stations to Brisbane,
to put on a special train for that purpose.
If there is any desire to economise in the
Railway Department, the * sweeper” should
be stopped in such cases at the intermediate
stations, as required, to set down passengers
in order to obviate the additional expense
of a special train to set down perhaps four or
five passengers between Ipswich and Brisbane.

While I am touching on railway matters,.
I want to refer to the necessity for the con-
struction of additional branch lines in my
electorate.  In 1915 Parliament passed a
measure authorising the construction of a
branch line from Rosewood to Rosevale. The
construction of this line would open up soms
of the finest country that we have in the
Lockyer and Rosewood districts. The hon.
member for Rosewood can substantiate my
statement in this respect. There is a great
amount of country in the Rosevale area
capable of growing any kind of fodder.

At 9.28 p.m.,

The CHA1RMaN oF Commirrees (Mr. Kirwan,
Brisbane) resumed the chair.

Mr. LOGAN: T cannot state the area of
the district off hand, but it is in the new
portion of my electorate. As this line has
been passed by D’arliament, I hope the Go-
vernment will not lose sight of the fact that
it is urgently required, and that, as soon as.
circumstances permit, they will proceed with
its construction. This line will not only open
up the lands in the Rosevale district, but it
will also give facilities to people at present
engaged in dairying in the Hidden Vale and
Mount Mort districts, which are capable of
producing anything that soil can grow. It
will encourage them to go in for heavier
produce, which will mean additional
freightage and a corresponding increase
in revenue to the railway, as well as.
assist the farming industry. At the pre-
sent time the Government are undertaking
the construction of railways in the Callide,
Dawson Valley, and Burnett districts. I do
not wish to discourage those undertakings. I
hope that their ventures and hopes will ve
fully realised, and that they will be able to
get the scttlement they anticipate; and that
the settlers will find the leasehold system under-
which they will be settled congenial to theu:,
and that it will make for the general pros-
perity of the primary producers and the
State. But I also hope they will not lose
sight of the fact that those pecople who are
already scttled on the land are in need of
assistance. If the railway is constructed to-
Rosevale in  the near future, I have
every confidence that there will be a much
larger area put under -cultivation than
there is at the present time. I think Rose-
vale is 20 miles from Rosewood and about
16 or 18 miles from Harrisville. That is.
altogether too far for any farmer to cart
his produce, as he would be almost the whole
of his time on the roads. To do so he would
have to keep a man specially for the purpose-
of driving his team backwards and forwards,
and the additional cost of feed for the horses,
especially at the present time, Is a big item.
The railway presents no engineering difficui-
ties and can be constructed very cheaply, as
the whole country from Lanefield to Rose-
wood is practically level. I hope that the
Government will be able to afford the relief’
I have asked to the people in the Rosevale
district by constructing this line in the very
near future.
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In the Financial Statement, under the
heading of ¢ Trust Funds,” the Treasurer
says—

“ During the present financial year I
propose making some adjustment in the
Trust Accounts with the object of using
part of the funds in the healthy accounts
to strengthen the position in the weaker
ones.”

This, of course, deals largely with State
enterprises. My suggestion to the Treasurer
is that, rather than take funds from the
healthy accounts to strengthen the weaker
ones, it would be wiser to eliminate some of
the State enterprises that are not paying
propositions.

Mr. Kerso: Mear, hear! It is only
camouflage.
Mr. LOGAN: The matter of schools has

been dealt with at considerable length. The
hon. member for Fitzroy, when the hon.
member for Albert was speaking last night,
stated that every ““cow cocky” wanted a
school near his farm, so that when the ¢ kids”
bad finished milking they could attend that
school.  That was a very senseless inter-
jection, and one. that could be expected
from a person like the hon. member for
Fitzroy. It is poor sympathy to show to
the farmer, and, if he is only going to get
that sympathy, then God help the country.
He also said that the present Government
had constructed four schools for every school
constructed by the Liberal Government. Fver
since the Labour Government have been in
power I can say with accuracy that there
has not been a new school erected in the
Lockyer, except the High School at Gatton.
There have been new schools certainly, but
only provisional schools, which the pecople
themselves provided. Therefore I fail to
agree with that statement of the hon.
member.

I wish to deal a little with the Financial
Statement regarding the IToan and Trust
Accounts and to criticise the action of the
Government when they were in opposition.
Dealing with the financial administration on
10th September, 1913, the present Secretary
for Railways said—

“I am reserving the best part of my
argument for a peroration. (Laughter.)
Let us now take the percentage of taxa-
tion to total revenue. In New South
Wales the percentage of taxation to
total revenue is 11.95, in Western Aus-
tralia it is 8.8, and in Queensland it
is 13.15. Yet hon. members have the
effrontery and audacity to assert that
if a Labour Government was returned
to power it would mean an increase in
the burdens on the people of the State.”

Let us comparc that period with to-day.
The taxation then was £954,457, with a total
revenue of £7,202,658, and the percentage
of taxation on the total revenue was 13.2
per cent. In 1921-22 the taxation had risen
to £3.420,296, with a total revenue of
£12,311,378 and a percentage of taxation to
total revenue of 27.8 per cent. The hon.
gentleman went on further—

“ The taxation per head of the popula-
tion is greater here than it is in the
States of New South Wales and Western
Australin, where Labour principles are
dominant.”

The leader of the Opposition adopts a sound
and logical basis, and proves that, if the
financial principles of the Opposition were
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put into operation the burden of taxation
on the general community would be enor-
mously reduced. The taxation per head of
population in 1915 was £1 8s. 2d. In 1922,
under a ILabour Administration, it had
grown to £4 8s. 10d. The present Secretary
for Railways, continuing, said—
¢ The first thing of importance I note
in the Financial Statement is the great
discrepancy between the estimate of
revenue and the expenditure and the
actual revenue and expenditure. There
is a gross and inexcusable crror in cal-

culation. In his estimate of revenue
and expenditure, involving a sum of
£12,500,000, the Treasurer was out

£222,000. In a private business such
an error in calculation would not be
tolerated for one moment. It would
probably be met with dismissal, particu-
larly if the official was one who had
years’ experience in the position, as the
Treasurer has had in his position.”
[t is interesting to note that in 1921-1922 the
discrepancy between estimated revenue and
expenditure and actual revenue and expendi-
ture was— :

£
Revenue 40,689
Expenditure 235,757
Total discrepancy ... £276,446

It shows that hon. gentlemen who mnow
occupy the Treasury benches had no experi-
ence in finance in this particular regard, and
did not anticipate that sooner or later they
would be faced with the same difficulty as
the Treasurer is faced with to-day.

In dealing with loans, the present Trea-
surer, as reported on page 1240 of
“Hansard ” of 1913, when he was 1in
opposition, said—

““There seems to be a great desire on
the part of the Premicr and the Trea-
surer to blink our obligations in regard
to the matter of loan expenditure, and
the matter of a sinking fund, or some
other effective means of paying off our
public debt in due course. They seem
to be satisfied to go on and allow the
public debt to outlive entirely the public
works that have been established by
means of the loans which have becen
floated. They seem to have no desire
to reduce the indebtedness of Queensland.
They arc well enough satisfied to shuffle
out of their responsibility, and to allow
future generations to take up the burden
—a most ungenerous and uncharitable
and withal unwise policy, and quite
unnecessary.”’

The public debt on 30th June, 1915, was
approximately £54,000.000, while on 20tk
June, 1922, it had increased to £86,000,000—
an inecrease in seven years of £32,000,000, or
an average, approximately, of £4,600,000 per
annum. In 1917 the Government suspended
the Sinking Fund payments, which goes to
show that they certainly did not realise the
position so far as finance was concerned.
Dealing with railway administration, I
would like to quote what the hon. member
for Brishane said on 9th September, 1913,
as reported on page 1235 of * Hansard” for
that year—
“ Dealing with railway matters, I am
pleased to see that the railway revenue
1s increasing. 1 think the increase of

Mr. Logan.]
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revenue is indicative of a wise policy of
railway construction and of prosperity
as far as Queensland is concerned.”

Then, in dealing with the interest on the
public debt, the present Treasurer, as
reported on page 1238 of ‘ Hansard > for
1913, said—

“There is no doubt that the interest
burden in connection with the expendi-
ture of loan money is borne to a large
extent by the primary producers, and
to an cnormous extent by the workers
of the Stwte who do mnot enjoy the
benefit of the o\ppndlturc of loan money
in the same proportion as speculatora
and investors. Farmers, primary pro-
ducers, and =wage-earners generally are
not the pecople who benefit most by the
expenditure of loan money. A great
number of wage-carners do certainly get
temporary employment from the expendi-
ture of loatn money, and to that extent
they benefit, but it is only a small benefit
they receive, because when there is a
large expenditure of loan money the
price of land goes up and vents increase,
and the cost “of livi ing is increased 1n
other ways, so that although the wage-
earners do get a little regular employ-
ment. they do not benefit by it to any
great extent,

“We might relieve the general tax-
payer of part of the interest burden he
now has to carry. Then I would, w1thout
any hesitation, advocate an increase in
the income tax, a heavy dividend tax,
and the imposition of a land tax. B8y
ihese means the Treasurer could supple-
ment his revenue very considerably, and
he might be able to carry out the policy
hinted at by the hon. member for Herbert
—the policy of spending possibly not more
than £1,000,000 of loan money on railways
cach ycar, and, if more raﬂwa}s are
required, bulldmg them out of revenue.”

The interest on public debt on 30th June,
1915, was £1,975,681, and on 30th June 1922,

it was £3,286,096, showing an increase of
£1,310,515. This shows that the Government

of the day have not been as economical in
regard to expenditure as former Govern-
ments.

The railway expenditure in excess of earr-
ings is shown by the following table: —

Deficits
(necessitating

—— Loan. Appropria-
tion= from
other
Revenue).
£

1915-16 .. .. 1,879,660 )

1916-17 .. .. 1,218,705 7

1917-18 .. .. 1,067,694 1,0

1918-19 .. . 1,316,635 1,421 81

1919-20 .. .- 2,860,755 1,229,

1920-21 .. .. 1,688,751 1,739, 4to

Total =ix years £6,664,102

The total expenditure on railways in six
years in excess of net earnings of the rail-
ways was £16,696,302, which is equal to
£2,782.717 per annum. I do not propose tu
deal any further with this question, which
Las been fairly well thrashed out.

[Mr. Logan.
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I wish now to refer to the sugar industry.
The present Government have claimed that
they have been responsible for the good
position in which the sugar-growers find them-
selves to-day. I would like to give some
figures to show that the Government were
not altogether responsible for the agreement
p1ev10u<lv made with the Federal Govern-
ment. The Sugar Works Act of 1922 placed
the growers in the position that, although the
Government may build mills, they will never
become the property of the sugar-growers.
Under the Sugar Works Act of 1911, the
Liberal Government built mills which, in a
certain period and after certain conditions
are fulfilled, will become the property of the
growers.

Now I should like to give a short account
of the past  history of the industry.
showing Labour’s attitude towards it To-
wards the end of 1914, when prices had com-
menced to soar aund sugar could have been
profitably  exported, the Commonwealth
Labour Government placed an embargo
against the export of sugar. The Queensland
Labour party’s then attitude is shown in
the following extract from * Hansard’ of
1914 : —

“ Mr. THEODORE: As a matter of faci,
the Chief Secretary did say that sugar
should go up in price on account of
things that are happening clsewhere.
Everyone in the community 1s a consumier
of sugar. The Minister for Agricultuie
wants to sce dear meat, and other meni-
bers of the Cabinet favour high prices.

“The Treasurer: Who said they
wanted dear meat?
“Mr. THEODORE: The Minister for

Agriculture said it some months ago.

“Mr. Hunter: And the Premier said
to-night that sugar was too cheap.

““ Mr. THEODORE: Yes, the Chief Sec-
retary wanted a higher price for sugar.
That would mean dearer living for the
people in this State. I do not thlnk wo
can draw any other inference from thelr
remarks.

“Mr. I. B. Corser: £2 per ton would
not mean much more for the consumer.

“Mr. THEODORE: Here is another ex-
pression in favour of dear living. It may
be only #d. per lb., but smmal pounds
of sugar consumed  each woek would
mean several pence increase.”

The Federal Labour party’s attitude towards
the industry is indicated by these extracts—
“Mr. Tudor (Federal ¢ Hansard,’
1917): ‘I do not blame any Treasurer
for doing his best for the State, but I do
ohject to the (,ommonwe’tlth handing
over #£500,000 to the grower at the
expense of the consumers of the Com-

monwealth. The £500.000 was obtained
by charging the people of Australia more
for their sugar than they ought to
pay.”’

The correspondence between Mr. ITughes and
Mr. Ryan shows that it was the former who
first proposed to raise the price of raw sugar
from £18 to £21 per ton.

At a conference in April, 1918 (*“ Daily
Standard ” of 5th April, 1918), Mr. Theo-
dore, referring to the request that the price
of raw sugar should be advanced to £24 per
ton, said—

“They should consider as a conference
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whether they would not be opening their
mouths too widely in asking for £24 per
ton for raw sugar. It was worth their
while to consider whether they would not
be more likely to achieve their object by
asking for reasonable consideration,
whercas by asking for something that was
unreasonable they might in the end get
nothing.”

“Mr. LexyonN: I am in full accord
with the opinion Mr. Theodore has
expressed—that it would be unwise to
ask for too much. The present is a war
price, and cannot be sustained. If we
could get £22, it would be entirely satis-
factory.”

There is a good deal more of it, but I do not
intend to read it all. I shall content myself
with a few extracts—

Mr. Scullin (Federal ¢ Hansard”
3729) said—

“ When the Labour party advocates
agrecements and the control of the sugar
industry, it does not advocate a continua-
tion of existing conditions, but a return
to the effective control which the Labour
party exercised in 1915 and 1916.”

Showing that the bogey of the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company getting exorbitant
profits is only so much humbug.

(Federal ““ ITansard,” page 3741)—

“{i.) Re the 1920 agreement, the repre-
sentatives of the Australian Workers
Union agreed with the Commonwealth
Government on all the terms of this
agreement.  The Queensland Labour
Government also agreed.

“ (i1.) Under this agreement, the C.S.R.

charged actual outlay, plus 22s. 6d. per
ton, covering depreciation, interest, and
cost of refining.
“(iii.) In 1921, this charge was reduced
to 20s. per ton, exactly the same charge
as that which received the approval of
the Commonwealth Labour Government
in the 1915 agreement.”

(Federal ¢ Hansard,” page 3748)—

¢ In October, 1922, Mrs. Glencross, pre-
sident of the Victorian Housewives' Asso-
clation, convened a public meeting in the
Assembly Hall, Melbourne, to protest
against the continuation of the sugar
agreement and the existing high price
of sugar.”

Mr. Charlton, as leader of the Labour party,
wrote to Mrs. Glencross, stating that Messrs.
Brennan (Batman) and Scullin (Yarra) would
represent the Labour party at that meeting.
le?le motion submitted and passed was as
ollows 1 —

page

““That_this meeting of citizens protests
against the continued high price of sugar,
and declares its uncompromising opposi-
tlon to the renewal of any agreement
necessitating Government control, and
supports the Housewives’ Association in
the campaign initiated by them in refer-
ence thereto. It further records its
opinion that Government political control
of trade and industry is pernicious and
detrimental to producers, manufacturers,
and consumers alike,”’

Messrs. Brennan and Scullin spoke strongly
in favour of the motion, and Mr. Higgs,
Nationalist, who attended as a Queensland
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representative to protest against it, was
roughly handled and forcibly ejected. That
all goes to show that the Labour party in
Quecnsland have not done such a great deal
for the sugar industry. It has been shown
clearly that before that party came into
power there was a natural increase in the
price of sugar, and, no matter what hap-
pened, the price had to go up, and now it
has reached a satisfactory level

I sincerely hope that when the Treasurer
goes to HEngland to renew the maturing
loans he will meet with better success than
he did in 1920. It is of the utmost import-
ance that these loans should be renewed on
the most favourable conditions. I hope the
Treasurer will be able to make our case good
enough to induce the people of Great Britain
to lend their money at a satisfactory rate of
interest.

Mr. SIZER (Sandgate): There have been
a number of statements made during this
debate which should be corrected before the
debate closes. 1 heard the hon. member for
Herbert make a statement to the effect that,
by the establishment of State butcher shops,
a sum of £3,000.000 had been saved to the
people of Queensland. T have gone to a
certain amount of trouble to ascertain how
the hon. gentleman compiled those figures.
In the report of the Commissioner for Trade
for 1921-22, he says—

“ A conservative estimate of the saving
to the people of Queensland, as a rvesult
of the establishment of the State shops,
can be set down at over £3,000,000 dur-
ing the period 1916-1922.

I presume that is where the hon. gentleman
obtained his information from. A sum of
£3,000,000 scems an enormous amount of
money, and is certainly very hard for anyone
to believe. The total amount of meat sold
by the State buicher shops during the period
under review, as set out in the same report,
was—beef 112141963 1lb., and mutton
10,777,282 1b., making a grand total of
122,919,245 1b. of meat. To have effected that
saving therc must have been on every pound
of meat sold a profit of 5.86d.—a fact which .
is too absurd to be considered.

{10 p.m.j

The SucBrTaRY For PUBLIC WORKs: Your
statement is absurd. If you go into the
figures properly, you will find that the figures
deal with the amount of meat sokd by the
State shops, and that this amount was one-
third of the total consumption.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman is not
in & position to say that.

The SEcRETARY ror PusLic Works: Of
course I am.

Mr. SIZER: I was able to show in his
own electorate that the private shops were
selling meat cheaper than the State shops.

The SecrpraRY FOR PUBLIC WORKsS: What
nonsense ! I say you are absolutely wrong.

Mr. SIZER: I say I am not wrong.

The SECRETARY rFoR Pusnic Works: Of
course you are. ‘

Mr. SIZER: Private stock owners com-
peted with the State shops by killing their

own cattle, and they were by this means
more than able to compete with the State
shops——

The SECRETARY FOrR PuBLIC WORKS:
statement isv wrong.

Your

Mr. Sizer.]
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Mr. SIZER: And the State shops were
run at a loss while the private shops were
being run at a profit.

The Secrerary For PusLic WOREs: Why
carnot you speak the truth about it?

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman is not
much of an authority on the truth,

The Secrerary ror Pustic Womks: I am
an authority on the question you are talking
about.

Mr., SIZER:-I am taking the figures as
supplied by the Commissioner for Trade. I
was working on an analysis, and, according
to that, there must have been a saving on
those figures of 5.86d. on every pound of
meat sold at the State butcher shops. That
is absurd.

The SecreTarRY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: T have
told you that the amount of meat soli in the
State butcher shops represented one-third of
the total amount consumed in the State, and
that the profit works out at 14d. per pound.

Mr. SIZER: The Minister has no reason
to claim that the Government have been
responsible for anything else except what
has happened in relation to their own shops.
He has no reason to contend that the State
shops were responsible for saving an amount
of money to the people because the other
shops were selling at the same prices.

The SECRETARY ror PusLic Works: Am I
not entitled to take credit for reducing the
price of meat 3d. per 1b.?

Mr. SIZER: I heard the hon. member
for Albert last night say that the Govern-
ment take credit for everything. On those
figures a direct saving of £3,000,000 to the
people cannot be Borne out except by a
big stretch of imagination, or unless the
analysis is on very doubtful grounds.

The SecrRETARY FOR PuBLic Worxks: Not on
as doubtful a ground as you are.

Mr. SIZER:

ground.

The SEcrETARY FOR PusLic Womks: Your
figures are inaccurate.

Mr. SIZER: I want to deal with the
question of our public debt in its relation
not only to progress but in relation to the
loan money we are spending at the present
time. I also wish to show 1its great burden,
the effect of the immense amount of our
taxation, and the fact that we are making
no provision for meeting future commitments
although we are continuing to borrow. I
am not going to oppose borrowing entirely,
but we are making no provision to meet the
situation by affording rclief to the people
paying that taxation. We undoubtedly have
reached the maximum of our bearing
capacity. I am not objecting to a great
deal of the loan expenditure, as a great
amount of develonmental work must be con-
tinued if we wish to open the country for
settlement, and we can only pursue that
policy by the use of loan money. The basis
of my argument is that the taxation of the
number of people here to-day has reached
its limit. To place further taxation upon
their shoulders must have the effect of retard-
ing the State. I consider that any loan
policy we go into should be accompanied
by a vigorous policy of immigration; that is
the only basis on which we can progress. I
shall show the effect both ways—in States
where this policy has been adopted, and in

[Mr. Sizer.
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States where it has not been adopted. I
have a certain amount of pleasure in quoting
from a speech made by the present Treasurer
on 24th September, 1912, when speaking on
the question of immigration. The hon. gen-
tleman said—

““No doubt when the hon. gentleman
is speaking, he will tell us exactly what
has been spent on immigration. The
Premier has at last found the correct
policy regarding immigration—the neces-
sity of making conditions attractive and
satisfactory enough for workers in this
State, so as to attract immigrants with-
out the necessity of paying their passage.
e admits that large numbers of people
from the old country are being attracted
to Queensland, no doubt becausc of the
prosperity that Queensland is enjoying
in many of her industries.”

The Treasurer was then on perfectly sound

ground. At that time Queensland’s public
debt was nothing to what it is to-day. Simi-
larly, unemployment and taxation were

nothing then to what they are to-day, while
at that time a large number of immigrants
were coming in.

The SECRETARY FOR ACRICULTURE: Do you
krow that we were increasing our popula-
tion in a way that compares favourably with
Neow South Wales during the years 1921 and
10229

Mr.
that.

The SECRETARY FOR ACRICULTURE: You need
not do that, because the figures arc prepared
by the Commonwealth Statislician.

Mr. SIZER: Duwing the Treasurer’s
administrative period he has not followed out
that policy in its entirety. Undoubtedly he
has done so, so far as developmental work
with loan money 1s concerned, but the
trouble is that we have been spending loan
money, and loan money. and vet more loan
money, on works which are not giving a
reasonable and adequate return on the capital
cutlay, and we have now accumulated an
enormous debt, which puts me in mind of a
business that has spent all its capital in
bare walls and has no money to trade with,
and then asks for further money for build-
ings only. Tt is impossible to continue. In
1911-1912 the interest on the public debt of
Queensland amounted to £1,724,304. The
actual charge on revenue on account of loan
expenditure that year was £349,618, which
represented 5.84 per cent. of the revenue of
£5,989,347.  Queensland at that time was
undoubtedly prosperous. In 1914-15, when
the present Government came into power,
the per capita debt of the three eastern
States was—

SIZER :

I am preparcd to contest

£ s d.
Victoria .. 51 49
New South Wales ... .. 68 7 2
Queensland ... . ... 82 9 2

The TREASURER: What about Weslern

Australia ?

Mr. SIZER: In 1922 it increased in Vie-
toria to £63 Ts. 2d., or an increase cf £12
2s5. bd.; in New South Wales to £78 4s. 1d.,
or an increase of £9 16s. 1ld.; and in
Queensland to £104 8s. 1d., or an increaso
of £21 18s. 11d

At 10.10 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. CoopEr (Bremer), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.
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Mr. SIZER: That shows that, so far as
this State is concerned, during that period we
had an increase in our public debt to a far
greater extent than the other States I have
mentioned. During that period the number
of immigrants arriving in Queensland was
also less than the number arriving in the
other States. The number of immigrants who
arrived in Queensland in the year 1919 was
6,007; in New South Wales, 96,331; and in
Vlctona 84,751. When I made use of some
of these ﬁgures on the Address in Reply the
Secretary for Public Works contended that
they were wrong. I have not yet heard of the
hon. gentleman having refuted them, and I
am going to quote some of the same figures
again, In 1920 the number of immigrants
arriving in Queensland totalled 4,151; 1n
New South Wales, 69,135; in Victoria,
19,302. In 1921 the number of immigrants
arriving in Queensland was 4,269; in New
South Wales, 54,578 in Victoria, 15,883. The
average for the three years was—

Queensland .. 4 809
New South Wales 73,348
Victoria 39,979

“The figures I have quoted show that during
the period mentioned Queensland had a larger
increase in its public debt than either of the
other States referred to, and at the same time
the increase in populahon in Queensland was
tess than in those other States.

The TREASURER: You only show the num-

ber of immigrants, not the increase in
population.

Mr. SIZER: The increase in population
other than by immigration would only be

from natural sources.

The TREASURER : And from the other States
—that is a big factor.

Mr. SIZER: And from the other States,
too.
The TREASURER: The ratio of increased

population is greater in Queensland than in
any other State.

Mr. SiZKK: I am not prepared to argue
that. I have never argued that the railways
could be made to pay. I do not think any
Government in the world could make them
pay, because we have in Queensland over
5,000 miles of railwax and only about 800,000
of a population. We have more railways than
the whole of Japan, which has a population
of 60,000,000 people. We have enough rail-
ways already constructed to supply the needs
of 50,000,000 or 60,000,000 people. My objec-
tion is that the Government have done what
past Governments have done, and are not
providing industries and a populatlon to make
those railways pay so that we shall get a
reasonable return for our loan expendltuw
In the face of that, to increase our public
debt and make no provision for immigration
is a policy which is unsound and will bring
about a state which is not desirable.

The Treasurer: The hon. member is ignor-

ing the fact that we are making provision
for an increased population.

Mr SIZER: I honestly believe the Trea-
surer thinks he is, but he is not making any
serious attempt to bring immigrants here.

The TREASURER: We are making prepara-
tions for an increased population.

Mr. SIZER: We may get into an argu-
ment about what is an increased population.
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The TREASURER: We are opening the
Burnett lands, the Palmerston lands, and the
Maranoa wheat lands. All this means pre-
paration for an increased population.

At 10.15 p.m.,

The CHAlrMAN or ComumrrTees (Mr. Kirwan,
Brisbane) resumed the chair.

Mr SIZER: The Treasurer may say he

: doing that, but I want to test the sound-
ness of his argument by saying that to
develop these lands means the cxpenditure
of more public money, and it will be many
years before we get a return for the capital
mvested. We alrcady have a large amount
of money invested in our railways, and there
is any amount of land adjoining these rail-
ways which is not being used to its fullest
Cul)ﬂ(‘]tv My argument is that the sounder
policy, in view of the position of Queensland
with regard to the public debt, would be to
consohdate our position, rather than to go
in for development in new directions. It
puts me in mind of an srmy which has
stormed a position and lost a large number
of men in doing so. The advantage gained
from securing that position has been worth
the sacrifice; but if the position is not con-
solidated when taken, the effort is only a
waste of life and money. That, to my mind,
is the position of the State. We have
already spent that money, and have not
consolidated our position. We are geing to
storm another position without having made
good the ground we have taken. I would
not object to the expenditure of loan money
to make our existing railways productive.
The section of the North Coast line to
Gympie pays, and if we could make all our
railways self-supporting, the expenditure of
the money in doing so would be reproduc-
tive in the true sense of the word.

Mr. PEASE:
takings?

Mr. SIZER: While the hon. member was
speaking recently, he read a pamphlet from
which it would appear that the members
of this party were in favour of State con-
cerus. l!l&, llUII Jllbllll)(“l KllUVﬁb Lua,b we \A\l
not favour State enterprises. I want to show
that in the State where therc has been the
most  immigration, the percentage of
revenue required to pay the interest on the
national debt has become less than in the
State where there has been the least immi-
gration, I have here the figures showing the
percentage of revenue required to pay
interest on the public debt in the States of
Queensland and Victoria from 1914-1915 to
1922-1923. I take Victoria for comparison
with Queensland, because that is the State
which will suit the purposes of my argument
when 1 come to industrial development later
on. These are the figures—

Do you advocate State under-

— Victoria. Queencland.
Per cent. Per cent,
1014-15 .. . 105 3-72
1915-16 .. .. 53 1075
1916-17 .. .. iRY] 14-44
1917-18 3 17-75
1918-19 .. .. 3-7 20148
1919-20 .. .. 4-3 14-64
1920-21 4-9 16-81
1921-22 3-6 18-18

Victoria adopted a policy of immigration,
and consolidated the position of their indus-

Mr. Sizer.]
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tries with the money which it had borrowed.
The result was that by the year 1921-1922
it had increased its industrial concerns
and reduced its percentage of revenue
required to pay the interest on its public
debt to 3.6 per cent. In Queersland the
position was reversed. This State started off
with a percentage of 3.72 per cent. at the
time when the Treasurer made his speech
about immigration, but it neglected to du
those things which Victoria has done, and
it has now arrived at the position that e
require 18.18 per cent. of our revenue to
reet the interest on our public debt.

The TrEASURER : What is the conclusion?

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman cannot
deny the conclusion if he admits that my
figures are correct. It is obwvious that the
position in the two States is exactly reversed.

The TREASURER: What does that prove?
In Western Australia. where they have an
immigration policy, they are worse off than
we are.

Mr. SIZER: I have not had time to get
those figures. The Treasurer may be corrcct,
but in Western Australia they have been
suffering for many years from the finsncial
debécle caused by a Labour Governmeut.
I have some other figures tc show that the
policy adopted in Victoria of spending public
money productively has brought abour an
expansion of industry. Nobody can deny
that it is uscless to be prosperous in primary
industries unless we also attention to
secondary industries. It is futile for us to
be a primary-producing State aloue and let
the other States do all our manufacturing
for us and make us the dumping ground for
their products. ’

pay

Mr. Pessi: There is no rersor why private
cnterprise should not do that.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member knows
quite well that, if a smali company starts

business in Queensland with a capital of
£5,000 and makes a profit of £5.000, it
imumediately pays income tax  oa  the

maximum rate.
Mr. PeAsE: £60!

Mr. SIZER: We have to get into a similar
position to the other States. Victoria has
been catering for secondary industries, and
she is winming very great success in that
line; but it is becoming more and more diffi-
calt to establish manufacturing concerus here,
as I know to my sorrow. Victoria’s policy
of reducing her public debt ard cncouraging
immigration and industry has had a remark-
able effect on her manufacturing concerns,
the growth of which I contend is the dircet
reflex of that policy.

The SECRETARY FOR RamLways: She has a
smaller area and shorter railway distances,
but higher fares and freights.

My, SIZER: I admit that the long dis-
tances in Queensland have made it difficult
for our rallways, but it does not alter the
fact that in an industrial sense coal is
cheaper in Brisbane than in Melbourne
up to the present. DBut now Victoria is
developing the Morwell coal seams to give
cheaper power to her industries, and spend-
iny money for that purpose.

. The SecrETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Queccnsland
is doing the same. We are producing the
best coal in Australia.

[3fr. Sizer.
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Mr. SIZER: Let me quote the number of
factories in operaiion in the different States

in 1914 and 1920—

State. 1914, | 1920, Ta- | De-

creass. | crease.
New  South 5,269 5,837 561
Wales . ;
Vietoria 5,650 6,532 882 |

Queensland 1.796 1.795 .. | 1
South  Aus- 1,323 1,438 115
tralia ;
Western Aus- 787 895 108 |
tralia :
Tasmania 603 616 13,

That shows that during that time there
must have been a greater degree of indus-
trial prosperity in the other States, and that
it brought about that large increase in the
number, of factorics, whereas in Queensland
there was a decrease of one in the number
of factories.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
the percentage of profit in the
States.

Mr. SIZER: The percentage of profit
would be against the argument of the hon.
gentleman. If Quecnsland showed a greater
prefit—I do not say that Queensland does—
for the lesser number of factories than the
other States, it would mean that this State
was going very close to the establishment of
combines, whereas perhaps in Victoria there

Give now
different

. would be a number of factories earning a

reasonable amount of profit.

Let me now give the number of employees
in the factories in the different States—

State. 1911, 1914, Tn- . De-
crease. - Crease.
New South [ 116,011 | 143011 | 28,400 !
Wales
Vietoria 119,390 1 140,743 | 22844 ¢ ..
Queensland 43 282 | 43,196 . 86
South  Aus-| 26,874 | 30,430 3,656 [ ..
tralia ;
Weatern Aus-| 17,640 | 17,034 | 6006
tralia |
Tasmania 8925 | 10,225 1,303 ‘

That shows that during that period Queens-
land did not progress in the same proportion
as the other States. To make my argument
quite conclusive, let me quotec these figures
relating to Queensland—

0 .
— ‘ 1911, 1914, Increase
I ‘ (3 years).
Factories .. N ’ 1,657 1,796 | 139
i
Employccs .. I 37,156 | 43,282 | 6,126
| i

Those figures show conclusively that. during
the time that this State was progressing
under an immigration policy, the industrial
prosperity was greater, and there was a

greater increase in the number of
[10.30 p.m.] factories and the number of

employees engaged in the faec-
tories. The figures, despite what hon. mem-
bers opposite say, prove beyond a shadow of
a doubt that the progress following the adop-
tion of that policy in 1911 was remarkable,
but during the rest of the period Queensland
stagnated because we dropped that policy,

[
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whereas in States where that policy was
continued progress resulted.

Mr. Pease: You are a very little Queens-
lander. I can give you a list of Queens-
land factories selling their products in the
South.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member is making
a very big mistake in designating me a little
Queenslander. I do not think it 18
unpatriotic to a State, if one holds the view
that the policy that is being administered
in that State is bringing about a different
result to what was intended, to state the
fact. If a member can prove conclusively

that it is so, he is neglecting his duty as a |

Queenslander if he neglects to do so. The
hon. member .for South Brisbane last night
expressed satisfaction that there would be no
more loans free of taxation. I agree with
him. The hon. member might have called
me a little Queenslander in 1919 when I
advocated that. I believe I moved an
amendment to the effect that that principle
should cease.

The TREASURER: There was no amendment
moved.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman, no
doubt, remembers me raising the question.

The TrEiSURER: The hon. member raised
it after three members on this side of the
House raised it.

Mr., SIZER: It was not raised by any
member on the Government side until the

hen. member for Brisbane raised it last
night.

Mr. HARTLEY: Nonsense! You have been
asleep.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member does his
fair share of sleeping. 1 give credit to the
Government now for removing the bad
principle that has been associated with recent
loans.

The Truasvrer: The ouly State Govern-
ment opposing it is the Nationalist Govern-
ment of New South Wales.

Mr. SIZER: I do not care. It was said
to me by interjection when I advocated it
before, ¢ Your own Commonwealth Govern-
ment have done it.”” I said that they werc
equally wrong in doing it. It is a wrong
policy. It does not maiter what Govern-
ment pursuc that policy, it does not remove
the guilt of this Government. The Govern-
ment have not paid the attention to the
loan question that they should, and they
have been spending loan money without
consolidating our position. The natural
corollary is that an additional burden must
fall on the people. The Government are
proposing a loan expenditure of £5,000,000.
Undoubtedly, they have good reasons for
doing so. 1 am sure that the Treasurer
recognises the importance of this, as, with the
conversions, it will mean an increase in our
interest bill of something approaching
£600,000, which will have to be met out of
revenue. That will fall on the shoulders
of the people who are already within the
boundaries of Queensland.

The TreEaSTRER: Did you say £600,000 this
year?

Mr. SIZER: No, when the negotiations
are completed, it will amount to that,
approximately. I presume the Treasurer will

make arrangements at an increased interest
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rale of about 1} per cent. We have
£25,000,000 of loan money falling due, and
we propose to spend another £5,000,000, and
1 per cent. on the whole amount will be
about £600,000.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLic WORKS: A little
over £250,000 on the conversion.

Mr. SIZER: The additional burden, as a
result of the conversion, will be about
£250,000 or £260,000, and, assuming that the
£5,000,000 will be floated at 55 per cent.,
our total additional burden when the trans-
actions are completed, will be in the vicinity
of £600,000. That has to go on to the
shoulders of the people who are already
here. My argument is that that burden is
too great for that small number of people—
not too great for Queensland, but for the
small number of people here. The corollary
is that you must increase your population
and have a vast system of immigration to
place that additional burden on meore
shoulders.

Mr. Hartiey: That’s a pretty good argu-
ment for prospective Immigrants—to bring
them here to tax them.

Mr. SIZER : The immigrants coming here
from the old country, by and large, have
made good, and have been assets to the
country. In conjunction with our loan
expenditure, we must develop our immigra-
tion policy. Hon. members opposite will
raise the old cry that, if we increase the
number of immigrants, we shall increase
unemployment. That is an unsound argu-
ment, and has not been borne out by facts.
During the periods mentioned in the earlier
part of m¥ speech, the percentage of unem-
ployment, when immigration was greatest,
has been less. The percentage in 1918-18

was—
Per cent.
Queensland ... 85
New South Wale 5
Victoria 4.3

For 1920—and there was then a great immi-
gration policy going on in the other States—-
the figures read—

Per cent.
Queensland ... 16,3
New South Wales 6.9
Victoria ... 7.3
For 1921—
Per cent.
Queensland ... 113
New South Wales ... 11.9
Victoria 5.9
And for the three years an average of—
Per cent.
Queensland ... 12.03
New South Wale .. 1.9
Victoria ... ... b8

Which proves that the States which have
had & vigorous policy of immigration have
brought about a similar percentage of
increase of revenue to pay interest on public
debts. They have increased their industrial
prosperity by an additional number of fac-
tories and by an increased number of workers.
In addition, they have had a lower percentage
of unemployment.

I cannot see why this State cannot go on
along those lines, I am convinced that the

Mr. Sizer.]
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Treasurer agrees with me that it is impos-
sible for us to put this tremendous debt on
the shoulders of the small number of people
at present in the State. We must have more
people here to produce more wealth; more
industries to enable us to pay taxation.
TUnless we do this—if we are simply going to
sit in our own dugouts—we shall always be
as we are to-day. We have the resources,
but we are not doing our duty as legislators
to develop those resources along proper
lines.

A loan policy is essential, because no Go-
vernment can have a policy of progress unless
they have a loan policy. The Government
must spend loan money, but for goodness’
sake let us spend it on reasonable proposals
that are likely to give us some return. In-
stead of spending large sums of money on
new railways, let us spend more money 1n de-
veloping our present railways to a profitable
point. I quite agree that it is necessary to
complete the North Coast Railway, but what
will be the position if we spend the most of
the £5.0600,000 it is intended to borrow on
new railways? It is unsound to expend any
of that money, which will probably cost us
5 por cent., on new railways that will oniy
return 1 per cent. It will mean a dead loss of
4 per cent. We want to make some pro-
vision for developing lands along the existing
railways so that they will get more freight
and more passengers. Give these railways a
chance to pay. That is one policy that must
be pursued. Secondly, we must not con-
tinue the vendetta against private enterprise.
‘We should give encouragement to private
enterprise. The Government would be wise
if they allowed five years’ exemption from
income taxation to all new companies cstab-
lished in Queensland to develop our resources.
I moved in that direction on one occasion,
and I am still convinced that it would be a
sound proposal.

We have a Primary Producers’ Organisa-
tion Act, and we want to encourage primary
producers to control their own industry. We
also want to encourage pecople to put their
capital into secondary industries. To do
that would be onc of the soundest policies that
the Government could adopt. These things,
in conjunction with a vigorous immigration
policy, would bring about a much better state
of affairs in Queensland, while to continus
a policy of piling more and more burdens
on the already scant population is unsound
in every shape and form, and the Govern-
ment will be wise if they drop it.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT.
DratH oF Sir Pore COOPER.
The PREMIER : I beg to move—

‘“That the House, at is rising, do
adjourn until 6.30 p.m. to-morrow.”

That will give hon. members an opportunity
of attending ‘the funeral of the late Chief
Justice, Sir Pope Cooper.

Quoestion put and passed.
The House adjourned at 10.45 p.m.
My, Sizer.





